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A Dead Man Does Not Fight 
By Ben F. Vick Jr. 

In the October 1999 issue of The Banner of Truth, 
a publication of the First Christian Church of 
Crown Point, Indiana, the editor, Albert G. 

Stoner Jr., made a frontal attack upon the church of 
Christ in an article entitled "Can These Bones Live?" 
Throughout the article he charged us with being a 
sect. Also, Stoner implied that we are dead, that we 
are strangers to "the good news of the gospel"; he 
accused us of having a "humanly-devised concept" 
by which the Scriptures authorize; and Stoner per
verted Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 10:23. 

Having quoted a brother's article dealing with 
the identity of the church (he did not cite his 
source), Stoner wrote: 

(The writer, however, neglected to add the 
membership stipulation of not using the musical 
instrument 'in worship,' which is actually the 
primary rallying point and mainstay of this par
ticular sect. While they are grievously divided 
and denominated over petty little issues like the 
number of cups used at the Lord's table, the pro
priety of Sunday schools, the support of mis
sionaries, etc., at least they have found complete 
agreement in their adoption of the hoary refor
mation tradition of refraining from the use of 
musical instruments 'in worship.') 

Stoner's earlier quotation, which was then al
luded to in the above paragraph, briefly discussed 
what is necessary to become a member of the body 
of Christ, the last sentence of which said, "Members 

who remain faithful unto death will receive the 
crown of life" (Rev. 2:10; Gal. 6:7-9). Yet, Stoner 
says that the writer neglected to add the membership 
stipulation of not using the musical instrument in 
worship. No, the writer did not neglect to add that 
stipulation nor any other prohibition, like the re
fraining from the use of beads, incense, or burnt of
ferings. That one does not use instrumental music in 
worship is within the purview of one's being faithful 
unto death. The use of instrumental music in wor
ship is to go beyond what is written, to speak and act 
where the Scriptures do not speak. It is adding to 
God's Word (Rev. 22;18-19). 

Contrary to Mr. Stoner's view, "The primary ral
lying point and mainstay" of the Lord's church is a 
"thus saith the Lord" for all that we do and say (Col. 
3: 17; 1 Pet. 4: 11). The refusal to use the instrument 
in worship is based upon this fundamental principle. 
The Christian Church departed from this apostolic 
ground long ago when instrumental music was 
pushed into the worship services to the division of 
the body of Christ. 

Mr. Stoner is guilty of mixing things that are not 
equal. Multiple containers at the Lord's table, Bible 
classes, and how to support missianaries (directly or 
through a sponsoring church arrangement) are all in 
the realm of expediency. I could worship the Lord 
acceptably in a church that used one container, had 
no Bible classes, and sent support directly to the mis-

(continued on page 5) 



Firm Foundation 
Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Editorial Assistants 
Bill Lockwood 

Lindell Mitchell 
Stephen Wiggins 

Advertising and Subscriptions 
J. C. Prophet· 

Production 

A. L. Prophet 

Advisory Staff 
Tim Ayers 
Lynn Blair 
Curtis Cates 
Jimmy Clark 
Charles Cochran 
Gary Colley 
Perry B. Cotham 
Jim Dearman 
Adron Doran 
GusEoff 
Bobby Gayton 
Carl G. Hecker 
J. Shannon Jackson 

Roger Jackson 
Jim Laws 

Jerry Martin 
L. W. Mayo 

Jerry Moffitt 
John G. Priola 
&ndy Reagan 

Allen Robertson 
Paul Sain 

Wayman Summers 
Wayman Swain 

Robert R. Taylor Jr. 
Thomas B. Warren 

Ken Willis 

Firm Foundation 
Volume 115 Number 1 

Published monrhly by the Firm Foundation Publishing House, 
Inc., P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269-0192. Third 
Class Postage paid at Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: $16.00 per year, 2 years for $30.00. Club 
rate: $14.00 (prepaid) per year in clubs of 10 or more. 
Congregational rate: $14.00 per family per year {prepaid or 
billed quarterly or ye.arly). Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or 
more, copies sent to one address, $15.00 per year per copy. 
Foreign subscriptions: $25.00 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence, manuscripts, book/literature 
orders to H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Firm Foundation Pub. House, 
Inc., P.O. Box 6901'92, Houston, TX 77269-0192. (281) 469-
3540, (800) 572-3619, fax (281) 469·7115, E-mail 
had@worldnet.art.net 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advertising, subscriptions, renewals, and changes of 
address to J. C. Prophet, Firm Foundation Publishing House, 
Inc., P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430. (888) 367·6216 (toll 
free), fax (409) 553-3721, E-mail jprophet@republic.net 

Owners of Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, J.C. Prophet, Eddie Whitten 

POSTMASTER: Send address service to Firm Foundation, 
P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430. 

2 january 2000 
Firm Foundation 

Editorial 

Superhuman Scheme 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

It is little noted that the lawyer Clarence 
Darrow lost his most famous cases. He de
fended the communist Eugene Debs, two 

brothers who dynamited the Los Angeles Times' 
building, Nathan Leopold, Richard Loeb, and 
John Scopes. He lost all of these celebrated 
cases. His only claim to fame is that none of his 
clients were executed, but all of them were 
found guilty and punished, including John .__~_.,. __ ..;;; 
Scopes of Tennessee. 

Still, many people think Clarence Darrow won the notorious 
Scopes Monkey Trial. He did not. He lost. Scopes was found 
guilty as charged and fined, though his conviction was reversed on 
technical grounds. 

Seventy years later the Kansas State Board of Education issued 
new standards that remove Darwinian evolutionary theory from 
state tests. The Kentucky Education Department dropped the 
word evolution from its teaching guidelines. New Mexico educa
tion officials, however, banned the teaching of .creationism in pub
lic schools ("Searching for a Blueprint," Christianity Today, Nov. 
15, 1999). 

The Discovery Institute, Seattle, Wa., is composed of a group 
of scientists with impeccable credentials. They are making a sig
nificant impression on the scientific and educational communities. 
Some of them do not believe in the Genesis account of special cre
ation, but neither do they accept the evolutionist's hypothesis, or 
assumption. "They ask whether the cosmos was intelligently de
signed, not who did the designing or how." 

The Searching for a Blueprint article in Christianity Today re
ports in detail some of the activities of this qualified group. Philip 
Johnson, a law professor at University of California at Berkeley 
and a strategist for the intelligent-design movement calls The Dis
covery Institute "the wedge" who are driving into the cracks of 
modernist science. Johnson predicts, ''As they push forward Dar
winian theory will split apart like a dry log." Johnson also says 
that because evolution "cannot be fully proven from science itself, 
some scientists by default invoke dogmatically held beliefs, not 
scientific results." 

"The universe is so irreducibly complex," says DI Fellow Will
iam Dembski, "it is hard to discover any explanation except intel
ligent design." Michael Behe, author of Darwin's Black Box, ar
gues bacterial flagellum as evidence of intelligent design. He urges 



schools to "teach Darwin's elegant theory. But also discuss where 
it has real problems and where alternative- even 'heretical'
explanations are possible." 

Biologist Chris Mamoliti has. asked some local school districts 
to include the theory of intelligent design in their curriculum. 
Dick Kurtenback, American Civil Liberties Union, says his organi
zation will move to stop any inclusion of intelligent design in sci
ence curriculum. 

The Christianity Today article says, "According to a Gallup 
poll, about 50 percent of Americans believe in creationism, 40 
percent in theistic evolution, and 10 percent in matialistic or Dar
winian evolution. Sixty-eight percent think both creation and evo
lution should be taught in public schools." 

In the nature of the case the special creation of Genesis cannot 
be demonstrated and therefore cannot be proven in a scientific 
sense. There is however indisputable evidence that God is - "The . 
heavens declare the glory of God." Romans 1:20-23 affirms, ~~For 
the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even 
his everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without ex
cuse: because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither gave thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and their 
senseless heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things. :n 

Since all nature declares there is a God, it is inconceivable that 
he has not revealed himself to his creature. The Bible is the only 
document in the annals of human history that gives satisfying 
proof that it is God-breathed. Its durability, unity, uniqueness, and 
utility give unanswerable ·evidence of its truthfulness. Its fulfilled 
prophecy is conclusive proof of its divine origin simply because it 
is mathematical improbable - if not impossible - that its proph
ecies have been fulfilled accidentally. 

Campbell in his debate with Owens made the telling point that 
if we take just 50 of the prophecies concerning Jesus and give each 
an equal chance of fulfillment or of failure, the improbability of all 
of them being fulfilled in the life of one man would be 2 carried to 
the 50th power to one against- that is, 1,125,000,000,000,000 to 
1 against the possibility of the prophecies being fulfilled in the life 
of Jesus - except for divine intervention. 

Therefore there must have been divine intervention. 
Therefore God is. 
Therefore the Bible is true and dependable. 
What it says about creation is therefore correct, not because 

we can demonstrate special creation, but because it is supported 
by a book that could not have come from the unaided human 
mind, and must therefore be a revelation from God. This reason
ing is indisputable and logically correct - the American Civil Lib
erties Union notwithstanding. 

The universe is characterized by intelligent design and there 
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must be a Supreme Intelligence as its cause. The 
ACLU understands this and is unaccountably willing 
to argue against intelligent design in the cosmos, 
which flies in the face of facts. 

Another consideration is that all of the available 
evidence (fossil-index) clearly and deliberately 
shows that every life form appears fullgrown and not 
in an intermediate and developing stage. W.R. Bird, 
in his monumental two-volume work, The Origin of 
Species Revisited, an examination of the theories of 
evolution and of abrupt appearance, gives unanswer
able proof of the stability of all life forms. There is 
mutation, but no transmutation. Mutation allows 
various breeds of animals, but transmutation is nec
essary for the theories of evolution to work. Bird 
shows that there is no transmutation, and the theo
ries of evolution are therefore wrong. He. demon
strates that life appeared spontaneously and fully 
formed. Because of mutation there are variants, but 
no new life forms appear in the enormous volume of 
evidence on display in nature's tome. 1 

Another cogent argument is the impact of the life 
of Jesus. He was hom of a peasant woman in an ob
scure village on the backside of the Roman Empire. 
Almost nothing of the first 3 0 years of his life is 
known. He was not rich, nor politically powerful, 
nor a mighty warrior, nor a celebrated writer, nor 
highly educated. He was meek and lowly of heart. 
He "went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him., 
He worked only in the "country of the Jews, and in 
Jerusalem., He was crucified as a rebel and a traitor 
of his own people. He was hated, rejected of men, 
and despised. In him there was no desirable beauty 
(lsa. 53:2-3). He had no name and no fame. He died 
in shame and was buried in a borrowed tomb. 

Here is the wonder. This obscure, humble jewish 
peasant, opposed and rejected by the powerful of 
earth from Jerusalem to Rome and to regions be
yond, became the single most influential figure in all 
of human history. That is no exaggeration. ·It is a 
simple statement of fact. How do you account for it? 

His popularity did not grow up over centuries ~d 
in pity, but it was immediate. The very generation, in 
which he lived and died, hailed him as Lord and King. 
It did not require many decades to develop - which 
is the stuff out of which legends are made - for him 
to become popular. He became the leader of a mighty 
band of martyrs within a few months of his death. He 
shocked Rome and shook its foundations just months 
after his crucifiXion (See Dan. 2:44-45). The rejeoted 
stone was made the head of the comer (1 Pet. 2: 7). 

The only way to account for jesus is to recognize 
the form of God in him (Phil. 2:5). His word is truth 

· ijohn 1:17; 8:40; 14:6; 18:37). He was with God in 
the beginning of creation and is God ijohn 1:1-3). 
He affirmed the fact of creation (Matt. 19:4-5). 

Two thousand years later, he continues to be the 
leader of human progress. Politicians quot~ him to 
garner vo.tes. Bankers invoke his name to gain c;le
positors. Businessmen address his principles to in
crease sales. The lost look to him for salvation. The 
downcast turn to his Word for encouragement. The 
whole world knows his name. Most of us use the 
supposed year of his birth as the main marker on our 
calendars and thereby confess that about 1,999 years 
ago something happened that is infinitely more im
portant than creation itself. 

How can we account for this seemingly simple 
man who grew up in obscurity, and died ignomini
ously, but whose name is known in every place and 
whose influence is felt in every nation and all the is
lands of the sea? The unavoidable answer is that he 
arose in victory over the dark domain of death and 
that he lives and reigns. · 

Uesus] "was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the res
urrection from the dead» (Rom. 1:4). 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion which is in righteousness. That the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). P.O. Bo%690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 

1 In the Siberian permafrost, entire mammoths have been· preserved in ice for thousands of years. Mummification may occur in 
hot, arid climates, which can dehydrate organisms before their soft tissue has decayed fully. Whole organisms may become trapped 
and preserved in amber, natural asphalt, or peat. Amber, which is fossilized tree sap, can preserve organisms with intact soft tissues 
for millions of years. Natural asphalt, or tar, is an oil residue that has seeped to the earth's surface. Animals may become trapped, 
and subsequendy preserved, in water-covered asphalt pits when they try to drink from them. Animals may also be preserved in peat, 
~though the acidic environment of t!tis decaying o~ic matter ~ cause bones to lose their rigidity. Acidic conditions may slowly 
dissolve the skeletons or shells of anamals preserved an rock, leavtng a space, or mold. If the space is filled with a new mineral, the 
replica of the organism forms a cast. Casts and molds can also be formed when animals walk through soft sediment, leaving impres
sions with their feet, tai~ and other body parts (Encarta Desk Encyclopedia). Fp 

~ ~~~un~~~~ 



A Dead Man Does Not Fight 
(continued from page 1) 

sionary. But I could never worship the Lord accept
ably where a mechanical instrument is used in the 
worship assembly. The former are expediencies; the 
latter is an addition. 

Stoner referred to our refusal to use mechanical 
instruments of music in worship as "the hoary refor
mation tradition." But the tradition is older than 
that. It is apostolic. Paul wrote, "Therefore, breth
ren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have 
been taught, whether by word, or our epistle" (2 
Thess. 2: 15). Now, where in" the New Testament is 
there a command, example, or implication that 
would authorize the use of mechanical instruments 
of music in worship? 

Philip Schaff, one of the greatest scholars of the 
nineteenth century and the distinguished President 
of the American Company of New Testament Revis-
ers, wrote: 

The use of organs in churches is ascribed to Pope 
Vitalian (657-672). Constantine Copronymos 
sent an organ with other presents to King Pepin 
of Ffance in 767. Charlemagne received one as a 
present from Caliph Haroun al Rashid, and had it 
put up in the cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle. The 
art of organ-building was cultivated chiefly in 
.Germany. ,Pope John VIII (872-882) requested 
Bishop Anno of Freising to send him an organ 
and an organist (The History of the Christian 
Church, Vol. Iv, p. 439). . 

John· Girardeau, a Presbyterian scholar, and a 
professor-in Columbia Theological Seminary wrote: 

It has thus been proved, by an appeal to historical 
facts, that the church, although lapsing more and 
more into defection from the truth and into a 
corruption of apostolic practice, had no instru
mental music for twelve hundred years; • and 
that the Calvinistic Reformed Church ejected it 
from its services as an element of Popery, even the 
Church of England having come very nigh to its 
extrusion from her worship. The historical argu
ment, therefore, combines with the Scriptural 
and the confessional to raise a solemn and power
ful protest against its employment by the Presby
terian-Church. It is heresy in the sphere of wor
ship (Instrumental Music in Public Worship, p. 
179). 

Kurfees placed the asterisk in the above text and 
added this footnote: "He means it did not become 
general during this period. It was introduced by a 
few churches at an earlier date, but, precisely as in 

the case of pouring and sprinkling for baptism, it 
never became general till nearly a thousand years af
ter its introduction." 

We could multiply these quotations tenfold, if 
necessary, to show that instrumental music in wor
ship was not in the first few centuries of the early 
church. This proves that the refusal to use instru
ments of music in worship is not a tradition bor
rowed from the reformation period. 

In the early years of the Restoration movement 
there was unanimity and harmony as the gospel was 
spread across this land. But when the missionary so
ciety and instrumental music were brought into the 
churches of Christ in 1849 and 1859 respectively, di
vision was the result. The pushing of what they were 
pleased to call expediencies led to the formation of 
the Christian, Church. They divided the church. over 
what they called expediencies. They departed from 
the plea of "Back to the Bible." 

Stoner called us a "sect." But it is the Christian 
Church that is the sect. The word sect comes from a 
Latin word seco, which signifies "to cut." The radical 
thought in both "cut" and "seco" is that of separating 
a thing into parts by cutting it. Therefore, the word 
sea necessarily implies a previous cutting. The "sect" 
is one of the parts that results from the cutting. The 
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thing cut is not a sect, unless it was cut from another 
part. It is possible to have a cut of a cut or a sect of a 
sect. But the church of Christ is not a cut of a cut nor 
a sect of a sect. Today, by planting the same seed, the 
word of God (Luke 8:11), as was planted in the first 
century, we can produce the same plant, the church of 
Christ. One who departs from the New Testament 
severs himself from the church of Christ. Thus, he 
who departs becomes a sectarian. When an entire 
group leaves the truth, it becomes a sect. 

Colossians 3: 17 commands that all that we do 
must be authorized by Christ. If Stoner does not be
lieve that we must have authority for all that we do 
in religion, then he opens the door for animal sacri
fices, incense, priestly robes, counting beads, etc., to 
be used in worship. Would Stoner say that a com
mand authorizes (Mark 16:15; Acts 10:44-45; Heb. 
10:25)? If approved apostolic examples are not 
binding on us, then where is authority to observe the 
Lord's supper on the first day of the week (Acts 
20:7)? The Bible teaches by implication as well. We 
know Jesus went into the water because he came up 
out of the water (Matt. 3: 13-17). So, I ask the ac
cuser of the brethren, "Where is the command, ex
ample or implication that authorizes the use of me
chanical instruments of music in worship?" 

Under the subheading, "The Lawfulness of All 
Things" the editor of The Banner of Truth wrote: 

Incidentally, Paul declared, 'All things are lawful 
for me, but all things are not expedient: all 
things are lawful for me, but all things edify not' 
(1 Cor. 10:23). Thus, we could technically and 
more correctly affirm that all things are 'autho
rized,' borrowing the terminology of this par
ticular group. 

Stoner continued by saying that for those deliv
ered from the law, the foremost consideration is not 
whether the law constrains or prohibits a matter, but 
whether such is profitable to one's faith. 

Stoner missed it again. "All things" is to be de
fined by the context in which it is found (1 Cor. 
10:23). The expression refers to meat offered to 
idols. There is nothing wrong in and of itself with 
eating meat offered to an idol; but if by one's eating 
meat offered· to an idol, he causes his weak brother 
to stumble, having violated his consCience, he is to 
refrain from. eating. Even if we were to grant for the 
sake of argument (only for the sake of argument, 
however!) that the instrument is a matter of expedi
ency, the Christian Church has violated Paul's teach
ing in this place. They pushed their practice to the 
division of the church in many places. If "all things" 
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means all things, with no qualifying or limiting ex
pression, then, sin itself would be lawful and expedi
ent. That's the devil's doctrine! The faithful will not 
buy such (Prov. 23:23). 

Stoner said that on the basis of something's be
ing profitable to one's faith, it must be regarded as 
both lawful and exceedingly wise. Well, I will grant 
that. But the question is: How can a matter that is 
contrary to the faith be profitable to one's faith? We 
have authority to sing in our worship, but absolutely 
no authority from God's Word is given to "play." 
Thus, to play on a mechanical instrument in worship 
is without the Lord's authority and, hence, unprofit
able. 

The implication that the Lord's body is dead can 
be easily dismissed. No corpse is going to fight. We 
stand ready to defend the faith in a public discussion 
of our differences. Will Stoner sign a proposition to 
affirm that instrumental music in worship is scrip
tural? Does the Christian Church have enough life to 
send forth a worthy opponent, such as Mr. Stoner, 
to discuss this matter publicly? We shall await his re-
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When Opinion Becomes Law 
By James W. Farris 

P eople throughout the world have various 
opinions regarding everything from politics 

to religion. However, God's laws governing re
ligious affairs are not subjective. When dealing with 
biblical things there are concrete objective principles 
(Matt. 7:24-27; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). While it is true 
that the Bible does not cover every particular area 
specifically, we realize that there are suitable prin
ciples given that man may know God's will for the 
church. In these cases, the ever-shifting opinions of 
man must never be viewed as if they are equal to 
God's Word. 

There are however some areas where one's opin
ions are not out of place. Thomas Campbell is remem
bered for his restatement of Rupertus Meldinius' 
well-known slogan: "In matters of faith unity; in mat
ters of opinion liberty, in all things charity." Opinions 
may stretch from whether women must wear a cover
ing over their heads during worship to whether con
gregational cooperation is authorized, or if eating in a 
fellowship hall is condemned. The multiplicity of 
opinions can be distressing. 

Are there tests for whether opinions are contrary 
to God's Word? The following points may help. 

1. When any human opinion is taught as doc
trine it is sin. Three times in the Bible we are warned 
not to "add to or take from" the Word God has 
given to man (Deut. 4:2, Prov. 30:6, Rev. 22:18-19). 
By the time of Christ the Jews preferred their own 
opinions and were stressing the traditions of the el
ders. In so. doing they had devalued the actual mean
ing of God's Word. Christ reproves such traditional
ism in no uncertain terms in Matthew 15:9, "In vain 
do they worship me, teaching as doctrine the com
mandments of men." Therefore, Christians must be 
certain that their understanding of the text is God's 
intended meaning. Truth and not opinion is our goal 
"You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you 
free" ijohn 8 :32). 

2. When one seeks to bind an opinion it is wrong. 
Paul dealt with this kind of heresy with the church at 
Colossae where some of the brethren sought to bind 
certain formalisms on converts. Paul warns, "Let no 
one cheat you of your reward . • • according to the 

commandments and doctrines of men" (Col. 2:18-
22). Paul remarked to T1mothy that there would come 
people who would "Forbid to marry and command to 
abstain from foods which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving" (1 Tim. 4:3). Paul also foresaw 
people in the church who would "[n]ot endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own lusts •.• turn 
their ears from the truth" (2 Tim. 4:3). For one to 
teach error and seek to bind that error on another is 
obviously wrong. 

3. When an opinion contradicts properly under
stood teachings of the Bible it is wrong. The Law of 
Excluded Middle is that any precisely stated proposi
tion is either true or false. Therefore, there are some 
opinions that· one cannot hold to and still be right. 
John rebuked those holding to the dangerous doc~ 
trine of Docetism which stated that Christ appeared 
to have come in the flesh but had not truly done so. 
John said we must believe that Jesus came in the lit
eral flesh and to say otherwise is sinful (1 John 4:1-
3 ). Once truth is properly taught and learned, per
sonal opinion becomes irrelevant. To abide by an 
opinion in this case is the working of both pride and 
stubbornness. We see a postmodern world that says 
one opinion is just as good as another, but we cannot 
allow such jargon to penetrate the body of Christ. 

4. Opinions are wrong when one makes them 
a test of fellowship. For a person or congregation 
to uphold personal and unproved opinions as a test 
for whether a person will be in fellowship is sinful. 
Opinions are often, although not always, based on 
lack of knowledge. Sometimes brethren may be 
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offended by something that is not sinful (Rom. 14 ). 
Paul says these brethren are weak, and in this case 
our love for that brother or sister should overpower 
us from doing a thing we know may be offensive. 
However, all Christians are to mature and come to 
"greater knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 4:2, Col. 
1:10). The constant desire for the truth should carry 
us to search the Bible for our answers. People too of
ten stop short of a biblical conclusion, substituting 
rather their opinion and promoting that to a place of 
importance. Such action has torn the church apart. It 
is human opinions in many that have made a mock
ery of the Lord's prayer in John 17:20-22. Anytime 

someone seeks to "mark the brethren" or "disfellow
ship" anyone, it must be for a biblical cause and not 
merely based upon the whimsical notions and opin
ions of imperfect man. 

Anytime a disagreement arises, it requires every
one to give time, and patience, and openness to what 
the Bible says. No one should remain in ignorance if 
there is a biblical answer to the problem. 

When a teaching is obviously erroneous, either 
party should accept the truth and make the necessary 
changes in his life. 
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Religion in this Age 
By Fraizer Conley 

Religion in this age is largely man-centered and 
human-based - from humanity rather than 
God. Many reach out for God and seek him, 

but they want to recreate God in their own image. 
They have to make him more palatable, more to 
their own liking. 

The ancients, we know, made images of "God" 
- idols to fit their own ideas of what God should 
be. People are more sophisticated today. Instead of a 
wooden or bronze idol, they cast their idolatry in 
ideas, in personal philosophies. But these theories 
are still of their own choosing, and for their own 
pleasure. Humanity does not want a God that will 
mold it and make it into his image - that might be 
uncomfortable, that might call for sacrifices, humil
ity, and obedience. 

But true religion must begin outside of us with 
the true God. It must of necessity bring with it 
self-discipline. It must necessarily encroach on our 
personal space. God will want one thing, the human 
being something else. That is a conflict. How should 
one respond to that conflict? · 

True religion happens when a person bends him
self to God's expressed will, instead of to his own 
self-will. Anything else and the human· being is just 
worshiping himself, and such religion deserves no 
better word than idolatry. Much religion today is 
simply the effort to try to reshape God's religion 
into man's wishes. 
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Why not all simply and unconditionally recog
nize God's authority as expressed in his word. Jesus 
said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given unto me ... and lo I am with you always" 
(Matt. 28:18-20). Jesus has all authority everywhere 
and to the end of the age. To recognize the absolute 
authority of Christ ought to be the plea of every 
Christian. 

What happens when people reject the authority 
of God? They begin to substitute their own ways for 
God's. They rationalize away the simple commands 
of God. They invent new forms of worship, new. 
forms of organization; they teach for command
ments the doctrines of men; and ultimately theology 
becomes "humanology." 

Would it not be better to return to the Word of 
God alone, to do things Christ's way instead of 
man's, to bring everything to the scriptural test, to 
make the entirety of one's relationship to God no 
more and no less than what is contained in the New ... . 
Testament - the expressed will of God in Christ? 

The question is not, how does one "feel" about 
it, or, what a creed book says, or, what the church 
says, or, what the preacher says, or, what history or 
tradition says, or, what family says; if we wish to be 
Christians we must know what Christ says, and obey 
him. P.O. Box 7 

Whitewright. TX 75491 
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No Wonder They Call Us Pastors 
By Randy Reagan 

Being a minister of the gospel, I have on occa
sion been addressed by those in the denomi
national world as "Pastor" or "Reverend." 

Other times I have been afforded the courtesy of be
ing asked how I would like or prefer to be ad
dressed. I have never felt insulted by those in the de
nominational world who address me in this manner. 
I know they are not intending an insult. I instead 
look upon this as a prime opportunity to teach what 
the New Testament says concerning pastors, elders, 
shepherds, bishops, priests, "Reverends" and minis
ters. Unfortunately, sometimes I am addressed as 
"Pastor" by some members of the church, which 
means we should be teaching more on this subject 
within the assemblies and Bible studies. There are in
stances where someone will serve a congregation as 
an elder and a minister (1 Tim. 5: 17) and we are not 
addressing those individuals. 

Having been raised in the Lord's church in the 
home of a gospel preacher, I have observed over the 
year's the way that elderships and congregations 
treat their .ministers of the gospel. When we care
fully examine the way some congregations work 
with their ministers, I can't help but wonder if our 
denominational friends are not watching us closely 
and drawing some conclusions we do not wish to 
convey ... 

For example, there are many brethren who ex
pect the minister to be at the hospital any time they 
or a family member are ill. They become quite upset 
if they are ill at home and the minister does not call 
to check on them or come by to visit them. They do 
not expect and many times will not even ask for the 
elders to come by and see them. When they want 
someone to pray concerning their illness, they call 
on the minister even with the elders present. Yet, the 
Bible clearly states that this is the primary responsi
bility of the elders. 

James 1:.?.7 says, "Pure religion and undefiled 
before our God and Father is this, to visit the father
less and widows in their ·affliction, (and) to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world." 

In the case of sinsickness, the Bible says, "[C]all 
for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord" 
ijames 5:14). 

It is the responsibility of every member to visit 
the sick (Matt 25:36), but when it is a special need, 
the Bible plainly says we should call the elders! Min
isters are expected to be at every function "because 
we pay him." Yet, it is clearly the responsibility of 
the eldership to "tend the flock" (1 Pet. 5 :2). When a 
situation arises where there is spiritual counseling 
which needs to be done, do we talk to our elders or 
to the minister? 

The Bible gives us the direction we should turn. 
[H]olding fast the faithful word as he has been 

taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, 
both to exhort and convict those who contra
dict. For there are many insubordinate, both idle 
talkers and deceivers, especially those of the cir
cumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole households, teaching things 
which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest 
gain (Titus 1:9-11 NKJV). 

A bishop then must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good 
behavior, hospitable, able to teach, not a novice, 
lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the 
same condemnation as the devil (1 Tim. 3:2, 6 
NKJV). 

Some elderships never have an elders meeting 
that does not include the minister. This is solely 
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within the discretion of each eldership, but how can 
we make a distinction between elders and ministers 
when we include the minister in all the same activi
ties and decision making in which the elders are in
volved? Shouldn't an eldership be capable of making 
a decision without consulting or including the vote 
of the minister? We are not talking about asking the 
minister's opinion, but the minister having an equal 
voice in all the decisions just as the elders do. 

Other situations exist where congregations do 
not have elders. I have yet to see such a situation 
where the minister is not put in the position of serv
ing the congregation as the '"Pastor." He is expected 
to fulfill all the tasks, duties and responsibilities that 
an eldership would fulfill. That is not true at every 

congregation and at the ones where this does exist, I 
do not believe it is an intentional rebellion against 
God's Word. However, it is an easy situation for the 
congregation to fall into and ministers to get trapped 
into. 

Ministers must be strong concerning the respon
sibilities God has given them, but be sure not to 
cross lines they are not qualified to cross. As congre
gations, we must understand God's teachings con
cerning elders, deacons, preachers, and teachers. 
When our practice gives every indication preachers 
are doing the work of pastors, "No wonder they call 
us Pastors!" 

P.O. Box 758 
Wills Point, TX 75169 

Fp 

(Since the Firm Foundation printed brother McCord's kindly article refuting the false teaching of John 
Edwards concerning marriage, divorce, and remarriage, we thought it seemly to presen't this critique by the in
imitable Hugo McCord of John Edwards attempt to (IX his first fiasco, which, as brother McCord points out, 
is a second failure. Besides, we are awash in much false teaching about· the solemnity and permanence of mar
riage, some saying it iS a come-and-go affair. It is like Mark Twain's comment that everybody talks about the 
weather but nobody does anything about it. Well, Hugo McCord and the Firm Foundation are attempting to 
do something about it.) 

A Book of Errors Revised 
By Hugo McCord 

My long time friend, John Edwards, in 
whose home in St. Louis I have been a 
guest, has a sympathetic heart toward 

people with marriage problems. But it is sinful to al
low a sympathetic heart to alter Jesus' teaching, 
which he has done in his book An In Depth Study Of 
Marriage And Divorce. He sent me a copy, and I 
wrote to him to reconsider and to return to "the old 
paths" where he formerly walked. 

Instead, in a second edition he has only revised 
the wording of lds errors, saying that his book is in
tended to help those •.• involved in divorce to realize 
that God still loves them, and they do not need to 
live lonely, guilt-ridden lives (p. 13). 

It is true that God still loves them, and will for~ 
ever, but "fornicators and adulterers God will judge" 
(Heb. 13 :4 ). It is also true that fornicators and adul
terers do not need to "live lonely, guilt-ridden lives," 
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for "the Son of man has come to seek and to save the 
lost" (Luke 19:10). When in penitence they hate 
adultery and turn from it, they will be perfectly for
given (Acts 22:16; 1 Cor. 6:9-11) and will "rejoice in 
the Lord" (Phil. 4:4). 

Everyone can go to heaven if he wants to do so, 
but Jesus said that some would have to "make them
selves eunuchs" (Matt. 19: 12). Apparendy Jesus and 
John Edwards differ about that matter, for in a 
lengthy book of 203 pages John not once cited what 
Jesus said about eunuchs. 

On page 15 John makes an admirable statement: 
"We need to search God's word for His answers." 
But immediately John turns, away from His answers 
to an emotional appeal to the readers' heart to make 
them sympathize with the much married who have 
two or more sets of children, and wants the readers 
to despise any preacher who would refuse to baptize 



them. John the immerser refused to baptize those 
who did not quit their sinning (Matt. 3:8), but John 
Edwards will baptize those married and divorced for 
any reason. He makes preachers who respect Jesus' 
words about marriage and divorce worse than mur
derers, saying they are sending souls to hell!" He 
quotes a preacher as saying a woman who had had 
three husbands as having too many "to even think of 
going to heaven." The preacher was wrong. Any one 
can go to heaven who wants to do so, as I have al
ready proved. I am sorry that John leaves the im
pression that the woman at-Jacob's well who had 
had five husbands was on the way to heaven. 

John calls undoing "past marital mistakes" an 
"Evil Tree, whose fruit is corrupt." But if, according 
to Jesus, a marital mistake causes one to "commit 
adultery" (Matt. 1-9:9), yes, to be living in adultery 
(Col. '3:5-7), what will make the tree and its fruit 
good? Paul tells how adulterers and homosexuals at 
Corinth made the tree and its fruit good: they "were 
washed were sanctified .•. were justified" (1 Cor. 
6:11). 

Though God allowed David to keep Bathsheba 
(2 Sam. 11:27), and though God tolerated (cf. Acts 
17:30) divorce for any cause and remarriage in the 
Old Testament (Deut. 24:1-4), and though he toler
ated polygamy (2 Sam. 5:13; 1 Kings 11:3) in the 
Old Testament, that Old Testament has now been 
nailed to the cross (Col. 2:14). Then, the one of 
whom God said, "Hear ye him" (Matt. 17:5), made 
it clear that he repudiated polygamy (Matt. 19:4-5) 
and divorce (except for fornication) and remarriage 
(Matt. 19:9). What he said was directed to 
non-disciples (Matt. 19:3), but his disciples under
stood his "whosoever" as including everybody, and 
they were shocked, thinking that if marriage and di
vorce have such a rule, "it is not expedient to marry" 
(Matt. 19: 10). John would have said that the num
ber of times one divorces and remarries does not 
matter (on p. 16 he cites an example of a woman 
who had six husbands). 

However, Jesus thought that even one divorce 
and remarriage makes a difference, and that under 
some circumstances one must refrain· from marriage, 
or quit a legal marriage, and make himself a eunuch 
by will power (Matt. 19:12). 

On p. 18 John writes that the Bible says nothing 
about "adulterous marriages" or "living in adultery," 
but Matthew 19:9 is still in the Bible, saying that a 
certain divorcee on remarrying commits adultery, 
and Colossians 3 :5-7 is still in the Bible, saying that 

some Colossians had formerly lived in adultery (cf. 
also Rom. 6:2; Eph. 2:3; Titus 3:3; 1 Pet. 4:2 on liv
ing in adultery). 

On p. 18 John writes that "adultery in the gospel 
passages" is not "the physical sex· act in marriage," 
but only "a violation of a covenant" (p. 50, and of
ten). However, a covenant is broken in the first part 
of Matthew 19:9, "whosoever shall put away his 
wife." At the divorce he has broken his vow and his 
covenant, but according to Jesus (not John Edwards) 
he has not yet committed adultery, and does not un
til he remarries. Adultery in Jesus' eyes is not cov
enant breaking but is something that occurs after 
marriage. 

On p. 21 John begins a discussion of Greek words, 
which is an admission that he needs something besides 
English translations to find his manufactured mean
ing of adultery. If we. need to know Greek to .under
stand marriage, billions of people are helpless. 

In chapter 6 (pp. 49-57) John, after citing figura
tive ijer. 3:6-10) and mental adultery (Matt. 
5:27-28), calls attention to the passive voice of 
moicheuthenai ·in Matthew 5:31-32. It is true the 
wife now discarded has not committed adultery, but 
in Jesus' eyes she has been "adulterated." The 
husband's breaking his covenant with her, Jesus does 
not call adultery, butthe·husband has used her sexu
ally and abandoned her, leaving her "adulterated." 

On p. 51 it is strange that John holds that 
moichatai in Matthew 19:9 is in the passive voice, for 
the verse would say, "Whosover divorces his wife, 
except for fornication, and marries another, is 
adulterized." Also he asserts that the same word in 
Mark 10:11 is in the passive voice, which would make 
the verse read, "Whosover divorces his wife and mar
ries another is adulterized against her." Those sense
less renditions do not appear if one says that 
moichatai is in the middle voice, calling for an active 
meaning, "he commits adultery," and "he commits 
adultery against her." The parallel in Luke 16:18 uses 
the active voice, moicheuei, "he commits adultery." If 
one wants the whole truth, and is not simply trying to 
prove what he believes, he will by all means check the 
parallel readings in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. There 
is a way, by looking to ambiguous Greek grammar, 
and by checking only Matthew and Mark, to assert 
Matthew and Mark meant for moichatai to be taken 
as passive (though the resultant English translation is 
senseless)~ but the Greek grammar is not ambiguous 
in the word Luke wrote, moicheuei, and even John 
would say it could not be passive. 
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Further, to say that moichatai in Matthew 19:9 
is point action (do you know of a commentator who 
says so?) would make adultery two legal steps (di
vorce and remarriage), and would declare that sex 
acts with the new spouse are not adultery. It is 
strange that Jesus used a word that commonly refers 
to a .violation of the marriage bed and makes it refer 
only to two legal ceremonies. If the disciples listen
ing to Jesus had understood that adultery is legal cer
emonies, would they have said, "It is not expedient 
to marry"? According to John, it would be expedient 
to marry, with no risks involved: marriage would be 
easy to get into and out of. Some have seen a diffi
culty in giving moichatai a linear or durative mean
ing, because. the physical act in adultery is not con
tinuous. However, the present tense in Greek not 
only can refer to point action (punctiliar) as in Mat
thew 13:14; 27:38, and to linear action (durative) as 
in Matthew 25:8; John 5:7, but also to iterative ac
tion (repetitive) as in Matthew 9:11, 14; 15:23; 1 
Corinthians 15:31. Obviously if one is living in adul
tery the word iterative or repetitive is the correct de
scription. 

In John's search to find some proof of his thesis 
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that adultery is covenant breaking, not sexual activ
ity, he refers to Luke 16-18, "Every one who di
vorces his wife and marries another commits adul
tery." However, if only the divorcing and re~g 
ceremonies are the adultery, then if an innocent 
spouse divorces a spouse for fornication and remar
ries, that innocent. person has committed adultery, 
for he or she has gone through the legal ceremonies 
that constitute adultery. 

On p. 67f John quotes Greek scholars as saying 
that sometimes the present tense is point or 

. punctiliar action, but it is noticeable that he quotes 
no Greek scholar who says that such is true of 
moichatai and moicheuei in Matthew 19:9; Mark 
10:11; Luke 16:18. Incidentally, John uses denomi
national terminology in saying that "Church of 
Christ teachers and leaders" take his position. One 
whom he quotes, Raymond Kelcy, says, "There's not 
a great deal to be had on the tense of that verb, Mat-. 
thew 19:9," but John bases his whole thesis on the 
possibility that that verb might he punctiliar. Fur
ther, surprisingly, John quotes Kelcy, "A person who 
enters an illegal marriage, an unscriptural marriage, 
does continue to commit adultery," but according to 
John only the divorcing and remarrying constitute 
adultery, and th;;tt no one ever continues to commit 
adultery after marriage. Kelcy and John do not 
agree. 

John quotes Carroll Osburn, but Osburn fails to 
say that Matthew 19:9 must be considered as 
punctiliar, yet John's thesis depends wholly.on what 
Osburn does not say. Osburn holds that Matthew 
19:9 is a "gnomic present," in which Osburn says 
"continuity may or may not be involved." A "gnomic 
present," according to Ernest De Witt Burton, 
Moods And Tenses, p. 8, expresses "customary ac
tions and general truths." So, Matthew 19:9 ex
presses the customary action and general truth that a 
remarrying divorcee (except for fornication) com
mits adultery. Osburn fails to help John. 

John also quotes from Jack McKinney, and got· 
some help, for McKinney said that Matthew 19:9 
expresses "point action" (p. 70). However, 
McKinney contradicted himself, for he also said (as 
had Osburn) that Matthew 19:9 is a "gnomic 
present." He cannot be right both ways. If Matthew 
19:9 speaks of "point action" it does not use the 
"gnomic present." McKinney also misused the word 
aoristic~ apparently thinking it means point action. 
But the word aorist says that an act is unspecified as 
to the kind of action (whether punctiliar, repetitive, 



or durative). A gnomic present can be aoristic (no 
specification of the kind of action), but it cannot be 
punctiliar. 

John pleads his case that Matthew 19:9 must be 
punctiliar, for he says that "the best Greek scholars" 
are with· him, but none that he quoted says that Mat
thew 19:9 must be punctiliar. Then John (p. 73) 
quotes a Greek grammar that "simultaneous action 
relative to the main verb is ordinarily expressed by 
the present," but in the case of Matthew 19:9; Mark 
10:11; Luke 16:18 the action of the main verb is not 
ordinary: the action of the main verb is not simulta
neous with the divorcing and the remarrying, for 
those actions are only legal ceremonies, and no lexi
con ~r dictionary defines adultery as a legal cer
emony. Adultery, a violation .of the marriage bed, is 
not committed by divorcing and remarrying, but 
later. 'To interpret the gospel verses as point action is 
to eliminate adultery, for it is not committed in two 
legal ceremonies. 

How refreshing in John's book to come to chap
ter nine, "Homosexual Marriages" (pp. 75-79). He 
is clear how sinful they are. But he is inconsistent. 
Homosexuals and lesbian marriage partners can ap
peal to John in exactly the same way he pleads with 
his readers to approve those divorced and remarried 
unscripturally. I can hear homosexuals and lesbians 
turning John's words against himself: "Are we con
demning people whom God wants to forgive? ... let 
love and compassion rule over legalistic rules and 
judgments". (p. 18). They would say the same thing 
that John says, "Far worse than taking someone's life 
is sending their souls to hell! Christians, are you pre
pared to answer for the fruits of your teaching 
(against homosexuality) that drives people to hell?" 
(pp. 16-17). 

John is certain (p. 83) that God wants mo
nogamy, and that Jesus pointed back to monogamy, 
but John on the mission field today would not teach 
polygamists to go back to monogamy. 

John (p. 89) asks does divorce break the mar
riage? Legally of course ~t does, but it does not nul
lify the vow one made at his marriage to his spouse 
"until death doth us part." John's words on p. 93 
have relevance here: "Our oral words mean just as 
much to 'God as our written documents." Jesus, not 
John, taught that a divorced person is not as free as a 
single person, for if a divorced (not for fornication) 
person marries, he commits fornication. Single 
people and divorced people are equal legally, but not 
in Jesus' eyes. John and Jesus disagree. 

John (p. 95) says that "God recognizes the mar
riage dissolved when the spouse deserts the mar
riage," but Paul did not say that. In Paul's inspired 
words a deserted spouse does not any longer have a 
sexual obligation (a voluntary bondage, cf. 1 Corin
thians 7:3-4, 15) to the former mate, but to interpret 
a deserted spouse (no fornication involved) as free to 
marry again is to contradict the Lord Jesus. Jesus did 
not give two reasons for divorce and remarriage, 
namely, fornication and/or desertion. Paul gave a re
lease from marital obligation but he did not give a 
remarrying privilege. 

It is refreshing to come to John's chapter fifteen, 
as he exposes the sins of pornography. But in the rest 
of his book (pp. 123-203) he is even more deter
mined to prove a non-dictionary, arbitrary, self-made 
meaning of adultery, a meaning that will give com
fort and peace to people that Jesus said are living in 
adultery. I would not want to be in John's shoes in 
the Day of Judgment. To destroy a weak brother or 
sister, for whom Christ died, is no light matter (1 
Cor. 8:11). The first part of Romans 16:18 is not 
true of John and Olan Hicks, but the second part is 
true: "By their smooth and fair speech they beguile 
dte hearts of the innocent." 
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Apostasy 
By C. R. Nichol 

Those who teach that a child of God cannot so 
conduct himself as to be finally lost declare 
that eternal life is now possessed by God's 

children and cannot be lost. Hence, the child of God 
cannot fall from grace and be lost eternally. 

Many do not understand what the term "eternal 
life" means. One thing is certain: "eternal life" does 
not mean to exist eternally - simply this and noth
ing more. When a man undergoes what is usually 
called "natural death," he does not cease to exist. He 
continues to exist after the Death State. 

Many years after Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
were buried God said, "I am the God of thy father, 
the God of Abraham~ the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob" (Ex. 3 :6). 

Jesus said: "As touching the resurrection of the 
dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto 
you by God, saying, I am the. God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living" (Matt. 22:31-32). 

A more positive statement could not be made in 
proof of the fact that those who have died the "natural 
death" do not cease to exist. To deny their existence is 
to deny the resurrection of the dead. At the resurrec
tion you will be the same personality you were when 
living on this earth. Annihilation is not predicated of 
man in time, in the state between death and the resur
rection, nor after the resurrection. 

Following the resurrection, those who have died 
rebels against Jehovah will be cast into hell. They will 
be cast "alive" into the place of punishment. Punish
ment demands consciousness. You cannot punish a 
rock. You cannot inflict punishment on the uncon
scious clod beneath your heel. Punishment can be 
administered only where consciousness is, and con
sciousness is not where life does not abide. From this 
it must follow that "eternal punishment" means con
sciousness that is eternal. If there is consciousness that 
is eternal, tliere must be life for that long. And though 
the wicked will exist through eternity -will be alive 
throughout eternity- they will not have "eternal 
I!L , 
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Eteraal Lifo . 
What is "eternal life"? When do God's children re
ceive "eternal life"? From the preceding it is learned 
that "eternal life" is not eternal existence. It does not 
mean to simply live on and on and on. One can be 
"dead" in his relationship to God and alive in his re
lationship to sin. She "is dead while she liveth" (1 
Tun. 5:6). Though "dead," she was alive. 

Those who die incorrigible, will at the resurrec
tion, be cast into the place of everlasting (eternal) 
punishment ·(Matt. 25 :46). Though they are "dead 
in sin," they will be conscious, they will be punished, 
hence will be alive, but they do not have "eternal 
life." Satan and his host will be cast "alive" into the 
place of eternal punishment (Rev. 19:20), which is 
the "second death." The place is called the "second 
death," not that one ceases to exist in that plaee. The 
fact is that the wicke4, with Satan, will never cease 
to exist, will be alive 'in· the place of eternal punish
ment, but does not mean they will have eternal life. 

One should not think that "eternal life" and im
mortality are the same. The spirit of man is, in its 
very nature, immortal. The spirit is the offspring of 
God (Acts 17 :29). In no place in all the Bible is it 
said by Jehovah, or by a messenger inspired by Jeho
vah, that man is "mortal." 

True, we read: "Shall mortal man be more just 
than God?" Oob 4: 17). It will be noticed, though, by 
the careful student that this language is that of 
Eliphaz, whom God says was a physician of no value 
ijob 13:4). Of this man and his three friends God 
said: "My wrath is kindled against thee, and against 
thy two friends; for ye have not spoken of me the 
thing that is right" Oob 42:7-8). Only those who are 
ignorant, or seek to deceive, put in God's mouth 
these words of Eliphaz. 

In the Bible we read of the "mortal body," but 
never of the spirit being mortal. "The body without 
the spirit is dead" ijames 2:26). The body, at death, 
returns to dust and the spirit to God- who gave it 
(Eccl. 12: 7). The result of the spirit leaving the body 
is death to the body. The spirit, when it leaves the 
body, takes with it nothing· essential to the body be
ing the body, and the body at the experience called 



death retains not one thing essential to the spirit be
ing the spirit. The severance is complete, and the 
body is declared to be dead. 

What is eternal life? We have at least learned that 
it is not simply existing throughout eternity. 

When is "eternal life" received? "All life comes 
from antecedent life." Though Christ is called "eter
nal life" {1 John 1:1-3), and Christ dwells in the 
Christian (Eph. 3: 17), and from such statements it 
may correctly be affirmed that eternal life dwells in 
the Christian, our present inquiry is not about Christ 
dwelling in us, but about the eternal life which is the 
gift of God "through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 
6:23). 

Possibly there is no one verse in all the Bible that 
is more frequently misapplied than John 3:16, "For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot
ten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." 

Most persons who read this verse, including 
preachers, hold that the "eternal life" here mentioned 
is identical with "salvation," which the child of God 
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now enjoys, that it is the same as remission of sins, 
which is had now. Such is not the import of the pas
sage. You will not overlook the fact that this passage 
c~ntemplates all of time and reaches to eternity- the 
judgment of the "last day." It contemplates the final 
disposition of all men. On the one hand, it speaks of 
those who "perish"; and, on the other, of those who 
will receive "eternal life." For one class it will be the 
time they "perish," and for the other it will be the time 
when they receive "eternal life." 

The time when the "perishing" will be meted out 
to those who die in their sins, rebel against Jehovah, 
will be at the last day the time of the resurrection. It 
will be the same time the Christian will receive the 
"eternal life." The verse contemplates and speaks of 
the time of the resurrection. 

I know of no one who makes the term "perish" 
in this passage· apply t~ the present time, The verse 
of Scripture teaches that he that believeth not will 
"perish"- when? At the last day! 

But what of the Christian who is, also contem
plated in the passage? He will receive "eternal life." 
When? He will not "perish," but will receive "eter
nal life." When? 

The wicked will "go away into everlasting pun
ishment" - "but the righteous into life eternal" 
(Matt. 25, 46). When? At the time of the resurrec
tion. Clearly, John 3:16 teaches that the time when 
the child of God will receive "eternal life" will be at 
the resurrection. 

Reprint from Sept. 19, 1940 
Contact: Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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Avon Malone 
Added to the Brown Trail Faculty 

By Dave Miller, Diredor 

The Brown Trail School of Preaching is pleased 
to announce the addition of Avon Malone to 
the faculty. Avon comes to the school with a 

rich background of teaching experience and church 
work. He served as a Bible professor at Harding Uni
versity for eleven years and at Oklahoma Christian for 
fourteen years. He has served on the faculties of two 
preaching schools - Bear Valley and Preston Road. 
He has occupied local pulpits in Colorado, Texas, D
linois, Arkansas and Oklahoma. While in Oklahoma 
City, he preached for the Wilshire Church of Christ. 

Avon received his education at Abilene Christian 
University and holds both the B.A. and M.A. degrees. 
He has generated a variety of publications and mate
rials available to the student of the Bible. Video-taped 
lessons have been produced on Philippians, Eph
esians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 Trmothy and Titus 
(distributed by Jule Miller of Houston, Texas). The 
books he has authored include Press to the Prize (on 
the book of Philippians) and The Purpose and the 
People (on the book of Ephesians). Additional book
lets and tracts authored by Avon include "Pardon Re
fused," "The Misunderstood Church," "The Royal 
Priesthood," and "Merge for Missions." 

Avon has demonstrated a special commitment to 
the training of young people, especially young men 
who seek to prepare themselves to preach. He has lit
erally impacted the lives of hundreds of such men 
through a life of service that spans several decades. 
His father, Joe Malone, was an outstanding gospel 
preacher who was known for his artistic presenta
tions. Avon and his brother, David, have co-authored 
a book on the life and work of their father entitled 
Drawn to Christ. Avon and his wife Mary Ann have 
two daughters, one son, and three grandchildren. 

The addition of Avon to the Brown Trail faculty 
is in keeping with a specific rationale in effect at 
Brown Trail. Churches of Christ have been experi
encing a widespread shifting away from the "old 
paths." Congregations and schools are opting for a 
new breed of preachers who do not share the same 
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biblical direction that has characterized churches of 
Christ in the past. They are intent on promoting the 
new trends and illicit changes spawned by denomi
nationalism and our declining culture. At Brown 
Trail, we are continuing to expand and build a 
faculty that is composed of seasoned preachers of 
the gospel who have maintained their loyal com
mitment to the cause of Christ. They are men who 
remain unashamed of the gospel of Christ. They are 
men whose appreciation for the "old paths" contin
ues unabated. They are men who have shown excep
tional competence as faithful and biblical proclaim
ers of the Word of God. The continuing purpose and 
objective of the Brown Trail School of Preaching re
mains the same as it has for over three decades: to 
train men to preach the undiluted, powerful gospel 
of Christ to a lost and dying world. 

We extend to Avon a warm Texas welcome and 
look forward to his contribution to the preparation 
and training of men to preach the gospel! 
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(Fifty years ago C. D. Plum~ now deceased~ wrote this piece. He was responding to a question put to him by 
a Seventh-Day Adventist from Pittsburgh. We suspect the question continues to concern many people and 
therefore are reprinting the article. Many of our readers have expressed approval and delight in our presenting 
articles from the past.) 

Seventh or First Day, Which? 
By C. D. Plum 

Many people are wondering whether the 
special worship day under the gospel of 
Christ is the seventh day Sabbath or the 

first day of the week. Often we hear people calling 
the first day of the week the Sabbath. This is a griev
ous error. The Sabbath is not the first day of the 
week, and the first day of the week is not the Sab
bath. They are two distinct days. The Jews had a sev
enth day Sabbath, which we call Saturday; and the 
first day of the week is the day we call Sunday. Mat
thew says: "In the end of the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week" (Matt. 28:1). 
This expression means that when the Sabbath (Satur
day) had ended, the first day of the week began. 
Mark used the same expression (Mark 16:1-2). 

The seventh day Sabbath was an Old Testament 
day, and a sign between God an4 the children of Is
rael. God, in speaking of the Sabbath, said: "It is a 
sign between me and the children of Israel for ever" 
(Ex. 31..:17). The Sabbath was a "sign" between God 
and the Jewish nation. The Sabbath was never given 
to the Gentiles. The Gentiles proselyted to the Jew~ 
ish faith kept the Sabbath, but not the Gentile na
tions. 

The Sabbath was to last "for ever." The expres
sion "for ever," as applied to the Sabbath, is ex
plained by God to mean that the Sabbath was to be 
observed perpetually throughout the Jews' genera
tions (Ex. 31:16). The Jews' generations were num
bered down to Christ (Matt. 1: 17); and so far as 
God is concerned, the Jews' generations ceased with 
the gospel of Christ going ·into effect on the first 
Pentecost after Christ's resurrection, as recorded in 
Acts 2. 

As expressed by Paul: "Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that believeth" 
(Rom. 10:4). All of which means that the Sabbath 
was given to the Jewish nation, and to be observed 

by them, until Christ gave them a new law. The Sab
bath was a sign to the Jew of his being delivered 
from Egyptian bondage (Deut. 5: 15). Since the Gen
tile was never in Egypt in bondage, the Sabbath 
could not mean anything to him. 

A lew Testament DAY 
As the seventh day Sabbath was an Old Testament 
day, so the first day of the week, or Sunday, called by 
John the Lord's day, is a New Testament day. John 
said: "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day" (Rev. 
1:10). The Lord's day means the Lord's resurrection 
day. Christ was raised from the dead on the first day 
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of the week (Mark 16:9). So the first day of the 
week is the Lord's day, the Lord's resurrection day 
-the day we know as Sunday. John was in a wor
shipful spirit on the first day of the week. 

We have the first day of the week mentioned in 
David's prophecy in Psalm 118:22-24, which says, 
"The stone which the builders refused is become the 
head stone of the corner .... This is the day which the 
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." 

Christ is the stone which the Jewish builders re
fused. Christ became the headstone of the corner on 
the day of Pentecost, which is the first day of the 
week, the same day the church was established, is re
corded in Acts 2. Therefore, the first day of the week 
is the day that the Lord made, a day for gladness and 
joy. 

The same first day of the week on which Christ 
was raised, he met with his disciples, and they w~re 
"glad" ijohn 20:19-21). The next first day of the 
week Christ met with his disciples again ijohn 
20:26). Then in Acts 20:7 we find the disciples still 
meeting for worship on the first day of the week and 
observing the Lord's Supper. In 1 Corinthians·16:1-
2 we find the early Christians still meeting upon the 
first day of the week, and, in addition to the Lord's 
Supper, they were giving as "prospered" to carry on 
the work of the Lord. They were commanded not to· 
forsake this assembling (Heb. 10:25). Surely this is 
enough to prove that the first day of the week was, 
and is, the special worship day in the New Testa
ment. 

Sabbath Abolished 
God never intended his Sabbath covenant to con
tinue always, even with the· Jews. God said, "And I 
took my staff, even Beauty, and cut it asunder, that I 
might break my covenant which I had made with all 
the people. And it was broken in that day" (Zech. 
11:10-11). Note that God said, "[T]hat "I might 
break my covenant." And it was broken in that day." 

What are our Seventh Day Adventist friends go
ing to do? They admit that God's covenant con
tained the seventh day. Sabbath. Well, this is what he 
said was broken - "broken in that day." What day 
was the Sabbath covenant broken? The word of God 
answers: The day Christ died on the cross. Let us 
read it. The Jews asked the question: "When will the 
Sabbath be gone, that we set forth wheat?" (Amos 
8 :5). The Lord answered that question by· saying: 
"In that day ... that I will cause the sun to go down at 
noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day" 
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(Amos 8:9). When did the sun refuse to shine on the 
earth at noon, and the earth was darkened on a clear 
day? The word of God answers by saying this hap
pened when Christ died on the cross (Matt. 27:45). 
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, or from 
twelve o'clock noon until three o'clock in the after
noon, it was dark when Christ died. The day Christ 
died is when the Sabbath ceased to be binding any 
more upon the Jew. This is when God broke his Sab
bath covenant. To disbelieve this is to disbelieve 
God. 

This agrees with what Paul says:· that the rites. of 
the law, and the Sabbaths (that means all the Sab
baths), were nailed to the cross (Col. 2: 14-17). The 
Ten Commandments, including the Sabbath, were 
abolished by Christ's death on the cross (2 Cor. 
3:7-13). 

The Sabbath was made for Israel until Christ 
should die on the cross (Mark 2:27). Christ, being 
Lord of the Sabbath, could abolish it when he chose; 
and he chose to do so when he died on the cross 
(Mark 2:28). 
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One People 
By Lindell Mitchell 

God.hates strife and those who cause it. These
ditious man with a lying tongue is doubly 
despised (Prov. 6: 16-19). But God's own 

Son said, "Think not that I am come to send peace 
on· earth: I came not to send peace but a sword" 
(Matt. 10:34). It is a paradox. 

Gandhi said Christians are the biggest obstacle 
to accepting the Christian religion. Anyone preach
ing love, compassion, and peace, while pursuing 
meanness, viciousness, and partyism, is rightly re
jected. Sadly, many reject the life-giving gospel be
cause of the sectarian striving prominent among 
spiritually dead false Christians. Payday is coming! 

General Stonewall Jackson was a Presbyterian, 
but in the crucible of war he saw the utter folly of 
denominationalism. General Jackson wrote point
edly concerning what constituted acceptable preach
ing in the Confederate Army: 

Denominational distinctions should be kept out 
of view, and not touched upon. And as a general 
rule, I do not think that a chaplain who would 
preach denominational sermons should be in the 
army. His congregation is his regiment, and it is 
composed of various denominations. I would 
like to see no question asked in the army what 
denomination a chaplain belongs to, but let the 
question be, does he preach the gospel?' 

The general was close to the truth. 
Brethren were doing what General Jackson sug

gested. In fact, they were doing away with denomi
nationalism completely. They realized there were no 
approved parties or denominations in the early 
church. The single situation most nearly approach
ing full-blown sectarianism occurred at Corinth, 
where brethren began following their favorite 
preacher. Paul severely rebuked them and demanded 
their return to the simple gospel (1 Cor. 1:10-13). 

In early America diverse religious groups saw the 
need to dispense with humanly imposed religious dis
tinctions. They realized unauthorized distinctions 
kept rivalry alive. This separated men of good will. 
They understood how ridiculous the divisions ap
peared to the non-religious. Consequently, they re
solved to be "just Christians." A mighty revival re
sulted. 

Stonewall Jackson's dream lives in the hearts of 
many today and deserves a much broader applica
tion. But how do you establish a church made up of 
"Christians only"? You must follow an ancient for
mula. Ezra led a great religious revival in Jerusalem 
after seventy years of Babylonian captivity. Follow
ing his example would lead to a great revival today. 
His approach was simple and direct: "For Ezra pre
pared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to 
do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments" 
(Ezra 7:10). 

Let us prepare our hearts to learn. We must 
come with a willingness to receive instruction, to be 
moved, to change, to grow and mature. You cannot 
teach a "know-it-all." It does little good to approach 
any subject having decided in advance what you will 
find. That is dogmatism. Dogmatism stifles learning, 
prevents progress, and insures division. 

With a heart prepared to learn, we must dili
gently seek the law of the Lord. We must speak 
where the Bible does and be silent where it is. We 
must call Bible things by Bible names and do Bible 
things in Bible ways. Doctrine must be discovered in 
the Bible, not by calling on some trusted man or 
group of men. This eliminates divisive creeds, manu
als, and disciplines. 

Let us insist on a "Thus saith the Lord" for all we 
do in faith and practice. God's Word must be our 
only source of religious authority. His book will 
guide our worship and work. The Bible can make us 
one people. 

When we have learned God's will, let us be re
solved to do it. It does little good to learn the truth 
and not act in accord with it. The Bible says, "There
fore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin" Uames 4: 17). We must follow 
God's will regardless of who objects. Even good men 
can be wrong, but the Bible is right. We must be 
what it requires, believe what it says, and do as it di
rects. Only then can we stand in unity. 

As we become the people who believe and prac-
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tice what the Bible says, we are preparing to teach 
God's statutes and judgments. Each one will stand in 
God's presence to give account for his life (2 Cor. 
5:10). The basis of that judgment will be the Lord's 
Word Oohn 12:48). It behooves us to abandon .ev
erything of human origin and preach only what God 
says. It is incumbent upon each of us to derive our 
doctrine from the Bible and not from an ad hoc com
mittee. We should be anxious to learn from anyone 
who directs us to God's Word. But our doctrine 
must be derived from the Bible. 

You would think it easy for people committed to 
following sacred scripture- speaking where the 
Bible does and being silent where it is - to be one 
people. But it is not easy! Many are not what they 
seem to be. Radicals right and left endanger God's 
people and cause division. We obviously must not 
leave the light of God's Word to follow another gos
pel. 

Our editor warns: "There is a cartel of radicals 
who think it is their calling to filter all that is done 
or taught in the church. To allow such extremists to 
control the policy and content of the Firm Founda
tion would be a tragic mistake ... it appears to me 
that extremism on the right is as dangerous as ex
tremism on the left ... " He is right! I have seen ex
tremism at work. Every lover of truth should take 
heed to avoid the plague of tyranny. If harshness and 
severity pass unchallenged, brotherhood will be de
stroyed. Power-mad men will subvert the gospel and 
put the church into the depths of denominatio.nal
ism, which our fathers wisely abandoned. 

Webster's tenth edition Collegiate Dictionary de
fines tyranny as "oppressive power exerted by gov
ernment; it is a rigorous condition imposed by some 
outside agency or force." A tyrant, according to this 
source, is "an absolute ruler unrestrained by law or 
constitution: a usurper of sovereignty: a ruler who 
exercises absolute power oppressively or brutally." 
Tyrants are a threat to the peace and harmony of the 
body of Christ. 

Here we can understand the paradox of the 
Prince of peace bringing division. Jesus knew the 
danger of strife. With the cross just hours away he 
prayed: ~weither pray I for these aloneJ but for them 
also· which shall believe on me through their word 
that they all may be one; as thouJ Fatht}r, art in meJ 
and I in theeJ that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me" ijohn 
17:20-21). 

Ignoring his plea leads to rejection of Christian-
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ity. The Lord hates those responsible for division 
(Prov. 6:19) Yet, he knows there is only one way
He is the way, the only way ijohn 14:6). We must 
stay in that way departing neither right or left 
ijoshua 1:7; 23:6). To depart right or left destroys 
unity and family. 

Robert E. Lee said, "All ~at the South has ever 
desired was that the union, as established by our 
forefathers, should be preserved." All that we desire 
at the venerable Firm Foundation is that the truth be 
told, that the Word of God be upheld as the sole rule 
of faith and practice among God's people, and that 

· we be one people. Brotherhood has magnetic appeal. 
We will accept no less nor will we submit to anything 
more. A cabal of radicals on the right is equality un
acceptable in establishing religious authoricy, as is a 
cadre of liberals on the left. 

General Lee also said, "Had I foreseen these re
sults of subjugation, I would have preferred to die at 
Appomattox." I myself would rather die a torturous 
death than acquiesce before radicalism's tyranny. 
Blustering prima donnas must not be allowed to 
dominate the church. Petty tyrants bent on domina
tion must not be allowed to create and perpetuate 
personality-cults. . 

"Whether it be right in the sight of God to hear
ken unto you more than unto GodJ judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the thingsJ which we have seen and 
heard" (Acts 4: 19b-20). 
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A Prayer 

When minister Joe Wright was asked to 
open a new session of the Kansas Senate, 
everyone was expecting the usual 

politically-correct generalities, but what they heard 
was a stirring prayer, passionately calling our coun
try to repentan~e and righteousness. 

The response was immediate. A number of legis
lators walked out during the prayer in protest. In six 
short weeks, the Central Christian Church had 
logged more than 5,000 phone calls with only 4 7 of 
those calls responding negatively. The church is now 
receiving international requests for copies of the 
prayer from India, Mrica and Korea. 

Commentator Paul Harvey aired the prayer on 
"The Rest of the Story" on the radio and received a 
larger response to this program than any other he 
has presented. 

Here it is: 
The Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask 
Your forgiveness and to seek Your direction and 
guidance. We know Your Word says, "Woe on those 
who call evil good," but that's exactly what we have 
done. We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and re
versed our values. 

• We confess that: 
11 We have ridiculed the absolute truth of Your 

Word and called it pluralism. 
11 We have worshipped other gods and called it 

multi-culturalism. 
• We have endorsed perversion and called it an 

alternative lifestyle. 
11 We have exploited the poor and called it the 

lottery. 
• We have neglected the nee~y and called it 

self-preservation. 
• We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. 
a We have killed our unborn children and called 

it a choic~. 
11 We have shot abortionists and called it justifi

able. 
• We have neglected to discipline our children 

and called it building self-esteem. 
11 We have abused power and called it political 

savvy. 

• We have coveted our neighbor's possessions 
and called it ambition. 

• We have polluted the air with profanity and 
pornography and called it freedom of expression. 

• We have ridiculed the time-honored values of 
our forefathers and called it enlightenment. 

Search us, 0 God, and know our hearts today; 
cleanse us from every sin and set us free. Guide and 
bless these men and women who have been sent to 
direct us to the center of Your will. I ask it in the 
name of Your Son, the living Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

(The above came to us over the Internet. We 
thought it worth printing and hope it will stimulate 
thought.) Finn Foundation 
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Anti or Non 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

W e have a new wave of brethren who spread 
their arms open to the denominational 
world and who want to accept them as fel

low travelers on the straight and narrow road 
"which leadeth unto life" (Matt. 7:14). 

Some brethren ask, "How did this ever come 
about?" One possible explanation is that we have 
politely, and to be politically correct, called our
selves nondenominational. Brethren, that is not 
enough. The Lord's church should be anti-denomi
national. It is the difference between not participat
ing and in opposing. 

Denominationalism is a sin. Christians must do 
more than brag that they don't participate in a sin. 
We should actively oppose sin - including d~nomi
nationalism. The soldier of the cross is not simply 
non-homosexual, but is anti-homosexual. Homo
sexuality is a sin and it is not enough not to partici
pate in homosexual activities, there must be active 
opposition to everything that is wrong.· 

Jesus was not merely and politely a nonpartici-
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pant in sin- a non-sinner. No, Jesus was an active 
opponent and outspoken critic of sin. He was 
anti-sin. As disciples of Jesus, fighting the good fight 
of faith, we must be anti-sin and should never be 
content with simply being nonparticipants in sin~ 

Our signs should read not "nondenominational," 
but "anti-denominational." We need to teach that it is 
never enough to stop short of engaging in a sinful 
practice and start teaching that we have an obligation 
to actively oppose all sinful practices. 

Little children play a game that is called "Hot 
and Cold." This is where one of them is trying 
to find so~ething and another is giving them 
clues by telling -them that they are hot, col<;i or 
just warm. The closer they get to the desired ob
ject the hotter they get. Likewise the further away 
they get the colder they get. It should be every 
Christian's desire to get to· the truth. Applying ·the 
children's game of "Hot and Cold," denomina
tionalists are cold, anti-denominationalists are hot 
and non-denominationalists are ~ukewarm. Remem
ber that Jesus said: 

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot •. So because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I 
will spew thee out of my mouth. Because thou 
sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and 
have need of nothing; and knowest not that 
thou art the wretched one and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy 
of me gold refined by fire, that thou mayest be
come rich; and white garments, that thou may
est clothe thyself, and (that) the shame of thy 
nakedness be not made manifest; and eyesalve 
to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. As 
many as I love, I reprove and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent (Rev. 3:15-19). 

Maybe if we went from being lukewarm to hot, 
it would solve some of the problems we are facing in 
the church today and protect the next generation 
from having the same problems. To call ourselves 
anti-denominational may not be "politically cor
rect." So what! Jesus was never "politically correct." 
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Reverence and Sound Dodrine 
By Burl Curtis 

F ear not: for God is come to prove you, and 
that his fear may be before you, that ye sin 
not" (Ex. 20:20). 

Reverence is "an attitude of deep respect, love, 
and awe, as for something sacred" (Webster). All of 
the teaching of the Bible is sound doctrine not just 
first principles. Grace, love, and forgiveness are as 
much sound doctrine as faith, repentance, and bap
tism, but it is also true that the plan of salvation is as 
important as Christian virtues. 

·Those who "will not endure sound doctrine" (2 
Tim. 4:3) "heap to themselves teachers, having itch
ing ears; and they turn away their ears from the 
truth, and ... unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 

From the beginning God demanded reverence. 
Before they sinned, Adam and Eve had close contact 
with God (Gen. 2:7, 16, 19, 21-22). A lack of rever
ence for God caused them to sin and they became 
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ashamed and afraid when they heard his voice walk
ing in the garden in the cool of the day (Gen. 3:8, 
10). 

As absence of light causes darkness, so lack of 
godly reverence causes shame and unholy fear (Rev. 
21:8). 

An example of how God must be reverenced is 
given when the Jews were at Mount Sinai. The Lord 
came down in a thick cloud, the people were not to go 
into the mount or even touch its border. "There shall 
not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or 
shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not 
live" (Ex. 19:9-13). On the morning the Lord came 
down there were thunders and lightnings, and the 
"voice of the trumpet exceeding loud. All the people 
in the camp trembled" (Ex. 19:16). Moses brought 
the people out of camp to the foot of the mountain. It 
was covered with smoke because the Lord descended 
upon it in fire and the smoke ascended as the smoke of 
a great furnace. The whole mountain quaked gready 
(Ex. 19:18). The people retreated and stood afar off. 
They requested Moses to tell them what God wanted 
them to know. They said, "But let not God speak with 

· us, lest we die" (Ex. 19: 19). 
Why did God use such strong measures? He 

knew his audience ijohn 2:25) and he knew he must 
show his great power to produce reverence. As light 
must flee when darkness prevails, so reverence must 
flee when sin prevails. The Bible makes it very clear 
why God showed his great power. "And Moses said 
unto the people, 'Fear not: for God is come to prove 
you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that 
ye sin not"' (Ex. 20:20). 

The Holy Spirit picked up the theme of rever
ence in Hebrews 12:18-29. He revealed so terrible 
was the sight at Sinai that Moses said, "I exceedingly 
fear and quake" (v. 21). The voice of God "then 
shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, 
Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also 
heaven" (v. 26). As we await that final shaking of 
earth and skies, we rejoice in a "kingdom that can
not be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
For our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:28-29). 
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You can recognize the process away from rever
ence and sound doctrine when sermons are filled 
more with jokes than challenging truths. When 
"youth" ministers are encouraged to test a doctrine 
or activity, not by what the Lord says, but by what 
they can get by with. When jokes are made about the 
Lord's people and sacred scriptures are the brunt of 
absurd and sick humor, irreverence is having its day 
and way, and disobedience is not far behind. 

[H) ow shall we escape, if we neglect so great a 
salvation? which having at the first been spoken 
through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard (Heb 2:3). 

rno you that are afflicted rest with us, at the 
revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with 
the angels of his power in flaming fire, render
ing vengeance to them that know not God, and 
to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal 
destruction from the face of the Lord and from 
the glory of his might, when he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at in 
all them that believed (because our testimony 
unto you was believed) in that day. To which end 
we also pray always for you, that our God may 
count you worthy of your calling, and fulfil ev
ery desire of goodness and every work of faith, 
with power; that the name of our Lord Jesus 
may be glorified in you, and ye in him, accord
ing to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ (2 Thess 1:7-12). 

When we shrink from teaching about the terror of 
the Lord and eternal punishment (2 Cor. 5: 11), we are 
in danger of irreverence and consequent disobedi
ence. When topics like baptism unto the remission of 
sins (Acts 2:38) and the one church (Eph. 4:4, 1:22-
23) are disdained or ignored, we are drifting from the 
things to which we should give the more earnest heed 
(Heb. 2:1-2). When corporate, public worship be
comes less reverent and is confusion and disorder (1 
Cor. 14:33, 40), we make mockery of healthful teach
ing and expose ourselves to the wrath of God. 
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The Eternal Purpose 
By Hugo McCord 

The Ekldesla 
Angels were present when God created the heavens 
and the earth: "the morning stars sang together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy" Uob 38:7). 

However, "before the founding of the universe," 
the One, whose "understanding is infinite" and who 
is "love," had already planned through his "Son" to 
build with "living stones" the "temple of the living 
God" (Psalm 2:7; 147:5; 2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 3:10-11; 
1 Pet. 1:20; 1 John 4:8). 

This spiritual temple he would call an ekklesia 
(ek, "out," and kaleo, "call"), a "called-out" people. 

Those "living stones," now saved sinners, were 
and are Christians (Acts 11 :26), "Partakers of the 
heavenly calling" (Heb. 3:1). 

In the construction of the ekklesia, a spiritual 
temple, "the manifold (polupoikilos, "many-sided") 
wisdom of God" was to be displayed (Eph. 3:10-11). 

Long before Jesus came to the earth to build the 
ekklesia, the angels knew that something marvelous 
was coming, and they "longed for a clear look" 
(parakupto; "bent forward," "stooped," 1 Peter 1: 12) 
to see what God had planned. 

However, neither to angels nor to the prophets 
had the divine purpose been fully revealed. It was 
styled "the mystery which" had "been hidden for 
ages in God who created all things" (Eph. 3:9). No 
eye had seen, no ear had heard, and no heart had 
imagined "the things God" had "prepared for those 
who love him" (lsa. 64:4; 1 Cor. 2:9-10). 

But in "the fullness of time" (Gal. 4:4 ), according 
to the divine computer that sets "the hour and day 
and month and year" (Rev. 9:15), "the eternal pur
pose" of God became a reality when the ekklesia was 
established (Eph. 3:11, 21). 

Since that "hour," which was nine o'clock on Sun
day morning, May 28, A.D. 30 (Acts 2: 15), "to him is 
the glory ·in the ekklesia, and in Christ Jesus, for all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen!" (Eph. 3:21). 

All people in all the nations who respond to Jesus' 
call through "the gospel" to come out of sin and to live 
in a "holy calling" are the ekklesia, his "called-out" 
people (Matt. 11:28; 16:18; 2 Thess. 2:14; 2 Tim. 
1:9). 

Sinners, formerly drunkards and street-walkers, 
now "washed" in "the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 
7: 14 ), are living exhibits of "the eternal purpose" of 
a loving Creator (Eph. 3:10). 

The word "church" as a translation of ekklesia is 
a mistake. William Tyndale knew this fact, and in 
his English translation of the New Testament in 
1525 (the first ever from the Greek) he excluded the 
word church in favor of congregation. 

King James I, being the head of the Church of 
England, wanted the word church retained. Conse
quently, he ordered the 54 translators of the King 
James Version (1611) to use "the old ecclesiastical 
words," specifying particularly that "the word 
church" was "not to be translated congregation" 
(quoted in The Christian Baptist, 11, 4, Nov. 1, 
1824). As a result, most English Bibles today have 
112 instances of ekklesia mistranslated as "church." 

However, though the word church is unscrip
tural, it is not anti-scriptural, unless it leads people 
to think that the New Testament ekklesia is "an edi
fice consecrated to public worship" (Webster). 

The New Testament ekklesia is people. It is "the 
household (oikeios) of the faith" (Gal. 6: 10), It is the 
"family (oikos) of God," the "called-out people 
(ekklesia) of the living God" (1 Tim. 3: 15). 

The Sunagoge 
When God's "called-out" people, his ekklesia, come 
together in various locations, the Holy Spirit calls 
them a sunagoge, which means "a leading together," 
"a congregation," "an assembly" Uames 2:2). 

From the assembly those who love the Lord and 
their fellow Christians do not willingly stay away 
(Heb. 10:25). They exhort "one another, and so 
much more as" they "see the day" for their assem
bly (episunagoge) "approaching," "the first day of 
every week" (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, NRSV). Joy
ously they come together to sing, to pray, to give, to 
partake of the Lord's Supper, and to edify one an
other (Acts 2:42; Heb. 13:15; 1 Thess. 5:11). 
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The Panegurls 
The "manifold wisdom of God" (Eph. 3:10) used 
the words ekklesia and sunagoge to set forth the two 
things needed for man's salvation: (1) a calling out 
of sin and (2) a coming together for edification. 

The end-objective, indeed, the climax, of God's 
eternal purpose is to bring together in a universal as
sembly, a festal gathering, the spirits of Old Testa
ment heroes along with faithful New Testament 
Christians, plus an uncountable company of angels 
(Heb. 11:40; 12:23). What a gathering! 

That gathering is described by a word appearing 
only once in the New Testament: a paneguris, "a 
public festal assembly" (Heb. 12:22). Among the 
Greeks a paneguris was a celebration at the Olympic 
games. Among Christians the one paneguris of all 
time is an unending joyous heavenly celebration 
with all the redeemed of all ages, the whole family of 
God, human and angelic! (Eph. 3: 15). 

In some sense, since the writer of the book of 
Hebrews uses the past tense, Christians already are 
experiencing the paneguris, the general assembly. 

Though spatially separated, Christians even now 
are in spiritual company with God and with all those 
on God's side, living and dead. 

But in the fullest sense, until Christians "sit 
down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the king
dom of heaven" (Matt. 8: 11), until they see the 
"great white throne and the one sitting on it" (Rev. 
20: 11), the paneguris is yet future. · 

However, one preacher, grasping for some Bible 
support for hand-clapping, body swaying, and 
shouting the words "Praise the Lord" in a worship 
assembly, says he has found it in the paneguris, the 
joyful assembly of Hebrews 12:22. 

But to call a present day earthly assembly the 
paneguris of Hebrews 12:22 is a misuse of scripture. 
Certainly every assembly, a sunagoge, of loving 
Christians is joyful, but the paneguris of Hebrews 
12:22 is one continuous gathering including the Old 
Testament patriarchs and Gabriel and Michael and 
all the angels. 
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Deaconess? 
By Hugo McCord 

Was Phoebe a "servant" (Rom. 16:1, KJY, 
NKJY, ASV, NASV) or a "deaconess" 
(RSV) or a "deacon" (NRSV)? 

A correspondent writes that a Christian university 
professor of Bible "argues that Phoebe was clearly a 
deaconess," and that "the qualifications for deacon
esses are found among the qualifications of the dea
con." But one looks in vain for the "qualifications for 
deaconesses" among "the qualifications of the dea
con" (1 Tim. 3:8-13), for no deaconesses are men
tioned. 

The only verse that might be construed as "the 
qualificati9ns for deaconesses" (1 Tim. 3: 11) does 
not ha':'e the word deacon or deaconess in it. 

Those wanting to inject official deaconesses into 
the New Testament have to assume that the Greek 
word gunaikas (1 Tun. 3:11), meaning "women" or 
"wives," has to refer to women deacons without using 
the word deacon. But since the whole context of 1 
Timothy 3:8-13 is about the qualifications of dea-
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cons, the meaning "wives" is called for by gunaikas, 
that is, the wives of the deacons. 

If the translation of gunaikas is "women "(ASV, 
NASV, RSV, NRSV), referring to women in general, 
then the Holy Spirit through Paul digressed from the 
discussion of deacons' qualifications (vv. 8-10) to a 
discussion of women in general (v. 11), and then re
turned to the discussion of deacons' qualifications (vv. 
12-13 ), leaving the verses incoherent and awkward. 

If the translation of gunaikas is "wives" (KJY, 
NKJY, NIV), referring to the wives of deacons, then 
the whole section is clear, and nothing is written 
about women deacons. 

An ex-president of a Christian college writes: 
Did Phoebe hold the office of a deacon? No one 
knows she didn't. The Greek text calls her one. 
Why would we doubt it? 

We would doubt it, for the "Greek text" uses the 
word diakonos, "deacon, servant," to refer to many 
other people whose serving was not in "the office of a 



deacon": (1) the servants at a wedding reception in 
Cana ijohn 2:5). (2) Martha serving a meal for Jesus 
ijohn 12:2). (3) the Roman emperor Nero, A.D. 
37-68 (Rom. 13:4). (4) several other Christians be
sides Phoebe, as Timothy (1 Ttm. 4:6), Tychicus (Eph. 
6:21), Epaphras (Col. 1:7), Stephanas (1 Cor. 
16:15-17), and Onesiphorus (21im. 1:18). (5) the 12 
aposdes (Acts 6:4). (6) the 13th aposde, Paul (Eph. 
3:7). and (7) Jesus himself, "even as the Son of man 
came not to be served, diakonethenai, but to serve, 
diakonesai)~ and to give his life as a ransom for many 
(Matt. 20:28). 

Though the Greek word for deacon, diakonos, 
grammatically is either masculine or feminine, no 
woman may scripturally hold the office of a deacon, 
for deacons must be the husband of one wife (1 Ttm. 
3:12). 

The nearest the scriptures come to recognition of 
official feminine servants is the requirement that "en
rolled" widows meet certain standards: 

Let not a widow under sixty years of age be en
rolled, having been the wife of one man, with a 
reputation for excellent deeds: if she has reared 
children, if she has been hospitable, if she has 
washed the saints' feet, if she has helped those in 
trouble, if she has devoted herself to every good 
work (11im. 5:9-10). 

But the listed requirements for "enrolled" 
(katalegestho) widows do not have the word deacon 
(diakonos). 
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If there were stated scriptural qualifications for 
deaconesses as there are for deacons (1 Tun. 3:8-13), 
and if there were an inspired salutation bishops and 
deacons and deaconesses (cf. Phil. 1:1), one could 
reasonably conclude that Phoebe was a deaconess. 
But simply because the Greek word diakonos, "dea
con, servant," is written about Phoebe (Rom. 16:1) 
does not mean that she was any more than a good 
servant, as all Christian women should be. 
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Potpourri ••• 
A brand-spanking New Year is before us - in 

fact, a new millennium (and, guess what, the 
world did not come to an end and most of 

our computers are still working). 
Anyway, we do have a new tick on our calendars 

and, as many would view it, a fresh beginning. My 
hope is that we will do better with this New Year 
than we did with the Old Year. 

It is a time for resolution. May we resolve to be 
more missionary, more benevolent, more considerate, 
and more knowledgeable than in the past. My prayer 
is that our noble resolutions will not be checks that are 
drawn on a bank in which we have no account. 

The good news is that we can turn the page and 
start a new chapter any time. We do not have to wait 

for January to make a commitment to better living 
and higher purpose. All we need do is repent and 
bring forth fruits worthy of our repentance. 

We have high hopes for the coming year and pray 
that we will not mess it up too bad. The 365 days will 
soon be gone. May we serve God more perfectly in the 
coming year than in the past, and may our under
standing of eternal verities and appreciation of spiri
tual realities increase and abound. And may we learn 
to "love one another from the heart fervendy." · 

res 
ou.s. News & World Report (Oct. 25, 1999), 

discussing the Bible and science, reports that 1968 
archaeological discoveries verify what the Bible· says 
about crucifixion, including the practice of breaking 
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the shin bones of the victim. It also reports that ar
chaeologists found 12 limestone ossuaries. "One 
contained the bones of a 60-year-old man and bore 
the inscription Yehoself bar Qayafa - 'Joseph, son 
of Caiaphas.' Experts believe these remains are 
probably those of Caiaphas the high priest of Jerusa
lem, who according to the gospel ordered the arrest 
of Jesus" (pp. 58-59). 

The article also reports that "[D]uring excava
tions in 1961 at the seaside ruins of Caesarea Mar
itima .•. a fl.l'st-century inscription was uncovered 
confirming that Pilate had been the Roman ruler of 
the region at the time of Jesus' crucifixion." Experts 
say the restored inscription on the badly damaged 
plaque reads, "Pilate, the Perfect of Judea, has dedi
cated to the people of Caesarea a temple in honor of 
Tiberius." The magazine piece then says, "The dis
covery of the so-called Pilate Stone has been widely 
acclaimed as·a significant affirmation of biblical his
tory because, in short, it confirms that the man de
picted in the Gospels as Judea's Roman governor 
had precisely the responsibilities and authority that 
the Gospel writers ascribed to him." 

American archaeologist William Albright says 
that the Bible "has been fl.l'mly fixed in a context of 
knowable history, linked to the present by footprints 
across the archaeological record." 

PCIU 
0The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation 

named Robert Leech, a former banking executive, as 
its new president and chief executive officer. The 200-
year-old foundation manages assets exceeding $1.8 
billion. Thank you, Jack Wirtz, for sending us this 
information. ,,,,_.,, 

0 Ralph T. Henley of Chattanooga wrote, 
"Would you be so kind as to print this announce
ment of Ernest 0. Stewart's death." 

Two friends for 40 years, Ernest 0. Stewart, Jr. 
and Otis Gatewood have gone to be part of the 
church triumphant. Ernie and Otis worked to
gether on a number of projects. Ernie, that is 
what friends called him, died October 28. Having 
preached for over SO years in the churches of 
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Detroit, Toledo, Indianapolis, Mount Pleasant 
and Wilksboro. He made thousands of friends 
who loved him and spoke of him as a steadfast 
servant of God. Ernie served as Missionary In 
Residence at Oklahoma Christian University, es
tablished Galilee Christian High School in the 
Galilee of Israel and was faithfully supported by 
the Echo Meadows congregation of Toledo, Ohio 
for 34 years. Jim Thomas, faithful elder and 
friend spoke of the joy of being "best friend" to 
Ernie. Ernie is survived by his wife, Marlene, and 
his children: Karen, Ernie III, Kenny and Brian. 

Brue llew Wllflf? 
0Remember Aldus Huxley's grim picture of a 

scientifically organized utopia (Brave New World, 
1932)? Or maybe Ayn Rand's Atlas Shrugged and 
Fountainhead? 

Reason magazine devoted most of its December 
1999 issue to the unsupported notion that scientists 
by manipulating human DNA will be able to change 
the gene structure and dramatically lengthen human 
life expectancy. The amazing technique will cure ev
erything from AIDS to an ingrown toenail, transfer 
to the mind (whether human or ape) more informa
tion than is in the Encyclopedia Britannica, and 
make us all into Super and God-like creatures. It is 
even claimed that we will be able to switch back and 
forth between being male and female - woman to
day and man tomorrow, and day after tomorrow 
woman again (very convenient when there is a long 
line at the restroom door). Wonder if future scien
tists will follow Ayn Rand's format and make some 
masters and other uncaring slaves. All of this, mind 
you, is based on the cloning of a sheep named Dolly, 
whose life expectancy was shortened as a result. The 
magazine called it "Petri Dish Politics," and claimed 
it will bring death to death. 

Zaar Is llg6f 
0Zannie Billingslea, assistant principal at 

Georgia's West Clayton Elementary School, is being 
sued for strip-searching 11 fifth-graders. According 
to the suit, $26 from the student candy sales was 
missing (Reason, Dec. 1999). 

If's flte lfllfl 
0 Iranian law mandates the death penalty for 

several crimes, including apostasy. But some Iranians 
think the death penalty is barbaric, and they've 
called for its abolition. Iran's supreme leader has a 
warning for such people: Ayatollah Ali Khameinei 
says the Koran orders the death penalty for such 
crimes. So anyone who questions the death penalty 
is a heretic who should be put to death. 
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Booby Prize 
0The public shaming of the Kansas State Board 

of Education continues, as the bunch that banished 
Darwin from public school classrooms wins an "lg 
Nobel Prize." The annual Harvard University spoof 
of the Nobels awarded by the schools' science hu
mor magazine, honors nutty ideas and pseudo-sci
ence. 

Stop It 
OJerry Riscoe wants Harmar Township, Pennsyl

vania, to stop the construction of a church building. 
Riscoe owns The Blue Haven Lounge, a bar next 
door to the site of the proposed church building. 
Riscoe says, "It's really strange that Pennsylvania has 
a law prohibiting a bar from being built next to a 
church building, but there is nothing to stop a 
church from building next to a bar." 

Persecution 
0The U.S. Congress passed the International Re

ligious Freedom Act October 1999. It wanted to make 
fighting religious persecution worldwide a national 
priority. Now comes the test as to whether the State 
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Department understands or will enforce the new law. 
In China government intolerance of religious activity 
had led to harassment, prolonged detention, impris
onment in labor camps and police closure of places of 
worship. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright is con
sidering what action to take (Chicago Tribune, Oct 1, 
1999, courtesy Earl Davis). 

Gone 
0 The Church of The Nazarene, a conservative 

denomination, has joined the very liberal World 
Methodist Church. The Nazarene church stems 
from the 19th Century U.S. Holiness revivals that be
gan largely within Methodist circles and eventually 
produced most of the Pentecostal type religious 
groups (Foursquare Gospel, various Pentecostal 
groups, International Businessman's Fellowship, Full 
Gospel, etc.). So, they have gone from clapping, 
dancing in the isles, falling on the floor, and foaming 
at the mouth to the stilted t ituals of a church that 
does not beli.eve anything very much anymore (Chi
cago Tribune, Oct 1, 1999, via Earl Davis). 

Uganda 

0President Yoweri Museveni has ordered the ar
rest of homosexuals in Uganda, saying UN human 
rights conventions do not apply to Africa. "I have 
told the Criminal Investigation Department to look 
for homosexuals, lock them up and charge them," 
the government newspaper quoted the president as 
saying. "Even the Holy Bible spells it out clearly that 
God created Adam and Eve as wife and husband, 
and not men to marry fellow men," Museveni said. 
Uganda law carries a maximum punishment of life 
imprisonment for homosexuality (Chicago Tribune, 
Sept. 30, 1999). 

Jubilee 
0Chicago Tribune (Sept. 28, 1999) reports that 

· the Roman Catholic Church is planning a celebra
tion involving more than 60,000 people. Other 
events make up Chicago's response to Pope John 
Paul's call for a "Jubilee Year" in 2000. The article 
explains, "The Jubilee Year grows out of an ancient 
Jewish tradition of special holy years in which debts 
were forgiven, and fields allowed to lay fallow, and 
the land return to the original owner."' It was a time 
for canceling not creating debt. 

Har11est 

0Harvest Bible Chapel in Rolling Meadows, Illi
nois started with 18 members and now has 3,200. To 
account for the growth the minister points to the 



pledge not to compromise on doctrinal issues and to 
emphasize what the banner over the door says, "You 
Are Loved." (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 8, 1999). 

Disciples of C6rlst 
0 Richard Hamm has been re-elected to a six

year term as head of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). The Indianapolis-based denomination's 
congregations are concentrated in the Midwest and 
Texas (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 15, 1999). They once 
were members of the appeal to restore the ancient 
order - the Old Paths. 

All jnflrolow 
0Christianity Today (Nov. 1999) reports the fol

lowing: 
• More than 70 professing Christians arrested in 

Izmar and Istanbul, a heavily Muslim country. 
• Roy Clements, preacher for the Eden Baptist 

Church in Cambridge, England left is wife to pursue 
a same sex relationship. 

• Zamfara State in Northern Nigeria has de
clared itself under Islamic law, which means that 
professing followers of Jesus will be persecuted. 

• Indonesian Muslim militias have killed a num
ber of priests and Christian workers. 

- • A Roman Catholic nun in Bihar province of 
East India was abducted by two men in a taxi, 
stripped, threatened with rape, and forced to drink 
urine in an attempt to deter and demoralize profess
ing Christians who evangelize Hindus. 
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ralrellofe 
0 In 1998, a Georgia appeals court ruled that a 

church was legally responsible for the molestation of 
a four-year-old girl by a ten-year-old boy following 
Sunday school classes. The court found the church 
negligent in its supervision of the girl because teach
ers let her wait by herself next to a church stairway, 
where the boy approached her. The boy took her to 
an unoccupied classroom where he molested her. 

The court ruled that while churches are not 
"guarantors" of a child's safety and can't be held li~ 
able for every accident that befalls a minor, they can 
be held responsible if negligence can be proved, as in 
the Georgia case. 

Churches can be found negligent in cases of 
"reasonably foreseeable" injuries that result from in
adequate supervision. Injuries are foreseeable in 
cases of: 1. General risk. Any time a church lets a 
child wander around unsupervised, certain risks are 
possible, such as kidnapping, falling down stairs, 
molestation, or being hit by a car after leaving the 
premises. 2. Prior knowledge. An injury may be fore
seeable if a similar incident occurred previously. 

Churches should have a clear, written policy 
about the supervision of children, especially how 
they will be picked up from the nursery, or Sunday 
school. Children in preschool and elementary school 
should be released only to a parent or authorized 
adult. 

Church leaders should restrict access to unoccu-
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pied areas of the building. The molestation in the 
Georgia church occurred in an unlocked, unoccu
pied room. 

Church should be aware that up to 20 percent of 
child abusers are minors. Young molesters them
selves are often victims of abuse (Church Law and 
Tax Report, July/August 1999). 

lggs 4nyoae7 
0 Beautiful models offered their eggs for sale in 

an Internet auction, touching off a fierce debate over 
the ethics of what the sale's sponsor called "Darwin 
at his very best." 

Ronsangels.com, a Web site run by fashion pho
tographer and Arabian horse breeder Ron Harris, is 
aimed at parents who want good-looking babies and 
who would pay up to $150,000 for the privilege. 

"It is distasteful, but it can't be stopped and it 
shouldn't be stopped. If people want to spend 
$150,000 for the eggs of a gorgeous woman who has 
an IQ of 68, let them," fertility expert Bill Handel 
said. 

Harris contends that being beautiful can lead to 
a successful life. 

We think of Marilyn Monroe and wonder how 
successful and happy she was. 

"This is Darwin at his very best. It's the butterfly 
that's prettiest that gets the guys," said the 66-year
old father of three. 

Harris figures the site can sell up to $2 million 
worth of eggs. His take: 20 percent, or $400,000 
(Chicago Tribune, Oct 26, 1999.) (By the way, Earl 
Davis included a note with the clipping in which he 
said, "I like the mix of articles in the Firm Founda
tion. The 'oldies' are splendid. Thanks for your kind 
words about the articles and your use of so many of 
them. Just hope it helps make a point in sermons 
here and there" - Earl D.). 

Good flews - I Guess7 
0Births to teenagers declined in 1998 for the 

seventh successive year, and births to girls of high 
school age hit a record low, according to the govern
ment. About 3 percent of teenage girls have babies 
(Chicago Tribune, Oct. 26, 1999). 
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IVJ1orrisr7 
ONewly formed Upstage Productions began of

fering a free nine-week actor training course in Sep
tember, aimed at those who take the stage during 
their churches' religious services and productions. 

Students attending the course, sponsored by 
Community Christian Church of Naperville, hail 
from the Chicago area. 

The instructor said, "Basically I'm telling them 
to have fun and to enjoy stepping into the skin of 
another human being" (Chicago Tribune, Oct 22, 
1999) 

Somehow acting up in church just sounds taboo. 

llewlaws 
0The California legislature has enacted three 

measures that focus on civil-rights protection for ho
mosexuals. 

The legislation which Gov. ·Gray Davis signed 
October 4, grants spousal benefits to same-sex 
couples, fines business and property owners who 
consider sexual orientation in hiring or housing, and 
authorizes the public education system to foster bet
ter understanding of homosexuals. 
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Randy Thomasson of the Capitol Resource Insti
tute in Sacramento says the bills will make speaking 
about homosexuality from a biblical perspective 
"highly suspect." 

Thomasson calls the laws "a loss for families and 
for people of religious faith." One bill recognizes 
homosexual partnerships by creating a state of regis
try for gay partners and allows local government 
workers to get health benefits for their partners. An
other forbids housing discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation (Christianity Today, Nov. 15, 
1999). 

Methodist lustire 
0 United Methodist minister Jimmy Creech faces 

another trial for violating church law by officiating at 
a same-sex union. A church council acquitted Creech 
of similar charges in 1998 because the denomina
tion's ban on same-sex unions was still a guideline and 
not a law. Since the council's ruling United Methodist 
minister Gregory Dell has been found guilty of presid
ing over a same-sex ceremony, Dell's appeal of the 
conviction has been denied, but his suspension has 
been limited to June 30, 2000. 
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Page two - Methodists support the Boy Scouts' 
anti-gay policy - and they oppose it. 

The United Methodist Church's social-action 
agency announced that it is calling upon the Boy 
Scouts of America to change its policy of excluding 
gays from participating in the organization. 

"While the General Board of Church and Society 
would like to enthusiastically affirm and encourage 
this continuing partnership of the church and scout
ing, we cannot, due to the Boy Scouts of America's 
discrimination against gays," the board stated. "This 
discrimination conflicts with our church's social 
principles" (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 29, 1999). 

ruas Justice 
OLONGVIEW - Commissioners in a Texas 

county have voted to pull $50,000 in funding for a 
summer Shakespeare festival at a public college that 
staged a play about homosexuality. 

The Gregg County commissioners said they re
voked the grant this week because it cannot give tax 
money to anything that doesn't "render a value back 
to the county," said Commissioner Charles Davis. 

Earlier in the month, Kilgore College's theater 
department staged "Angels in America, Part 1: Mil
lennium Approaches," a Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
that traces the lives of five gay Americans. 

Kilgore President Bill Holda noted the festival is 
a separate entity from the college's theater depart
ment. 

Spoilt 
SA critic of the Church of Scientology, Robert 

Minton, said he is financing a new foundation 
named after a Scientologist who died in 1997 while 
in the care of the church. 

Minton's foundation will reach out to disaf
fected members of the church and educate the public 
about what he says are the harmful effects of 
Scientology. 

The new foundation would provide "exit coun
seling" for people wanting to leave Scientology, said 
Minton (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 29, 1999). 

Stupid Is as Stupid Does 
0Blame a New York handbag designer named 

Zoe Metro for the latest New Age craze. She saw the 
Dalai Lama wearing prayer beads and was inspired 
to create a line of bracelets. From that was spawned 
power-beads, which have replaced crystals and body 
amulets as the dominant fetish for the superstitious. 

Power-beads are sold everywhere from fashion-
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able department stores to low-rent street vendors. 
Some folks believe this little dash of Buddhism can 
increase wealth and brainpower, or even cure pre
menstrual syndrome. Wait, it gets sillier. Supposedly 
the color of the power-breads determines their 
magic powers. For example, a rose quartz attracts, 
turquoise delivers healing, and mother of pearl 
brings in money. 

If only P.T. Barnum were here to see this. Power
beads join feng shui, yoga, and rubbing the Buddha 
for money as the latest dumbed-down permutation 
of eastern mysticism to be flim-flammed onto the 
gullible. Trend watchers even see this as showing 
how people are becoming more "spiritual." 

Power-beads show the classic Americana ap
proach to religion. You have your higher power and I 
have mine. Whatever gets you through the night -
from rocks on a string to prayer cloths to a metal fold
ing chair- is acceptable. Especially if we can get the 
mystical buzz and power for successful living without 
religion's downside of moral demands, faith, doc
trine, and discipleship (Source: World magazine, Nov. 
6, 1999). 
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By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: Was the flood local, or universal, in 
scope? 
Answer: Current liberal religious writers either re
ject, in full, the historicity of the Genesis Flood, or at 
best, describe it as an unimportant local inundation 
limited, in extent, to a small area in Mesopotamia. 

Both groups reach these conclusions largely be
cause of the influence of uniformitarian geology - a 
theory which alleges that all changes in and on the 
earth have resulted from natural, and not cata
strophic, causes. 

Here, as often elsewhere, such writers evidence 
their slavish dependence on "scholars" in other 
fields for their conclusions which they then pass on 
to their readers as assured results of scholarly inves
tigation. If these "results" conflict with what the 
Bible says, they could not care less. They do not 
hesitate to set aside plain affirmations of Sacred Writ 
for the deliverance of their revered mentors. 

Currently, uniformitarian geology is "in,"and 
liberal theologians, like so many sheep, fall dutifully 
in line. This disposition, long observable in the de
nominational world is becoming more and more ap
parent among "us." There are those among us, in 
ever increasing numbers, who are more impressed 
by the utterances of radical "scholars" than they are 
by what the Scriptures plainly assert. 

Bernard Ramm, a denominational theologian, 
and a devotee of the "local flood" theory is by many 
among us today more highly regarded than Mc
Garvey, notwithstanding the fact that Ramm has no 
real background in geology, and his Biblical learning 
is greatly inferior to McGarvey. 

It is a distressing commentary on the times that a 
liberal writer such as Ramm is more widely read, and 
is much more appreciated by some of "our" preachers 
today than McGarvey who, the London Times once 
said, had the most thorough and profound knowledge 
of the English Bible of any man on earth. 

What must the future hold for the cause we love 
when men, like McGarvey, are ridiculed by some 
preachers in the churches of Christ, and others, like 

Ramm (who has never obeyed the gospel), are eulo
gized? It is later than we think! 

The flood, with the sole exception of creation 
and the resurrection of Jesus, is the most stupendous 
event of which man has knowledge. The Scriptures, 
in the most detailed fashion, tell when it began and 
ended, how long it continued, and why it came. In 
no other matters are the Sacred Writings more 
minute, more particular, and more specific regarding 
the events described (Gen. 7:11-24 ). 

Moreover, the simple, historical narrative of 
Genesis is alluded to, and sanctioned again and 
again elsewhere in the Bible. 

Of it our Lord said, "For as in those days which 
were before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 

Will future generations remember? 

Will the ideals you cherish now 
be sustained then? 

Will someone promote your principles? 

Who will guide your grandchildren? 

With your help, the Firm Foundation 
will continue as a powerful voice 

sustaining those beliefs you hold dear. 
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Noah entered into the ark~ and they knew not until 
the flood came~ and took them all away: so shall be 
the coming of the Son of Man" (Matt. 24:38-39). 
Here the destruction which is to come upon wicked 
men, at the last day, is compared to that which befell 
their ancient counterparts, thus necessitating an area 
of equal extent, in the administration of judgment. 

Peter indicated the world-wide extent of the 
flood when he said: 

For this they willfully forget, that there were 
heavens from of old, and an earth compacted 
out of water and amidst water, by the word of 
God; by which means the world that then was, 
being overflowed with water, perished: but the 
heavens that now are, and the earth, by the same 
word have been stored up for fire, being re
served against the day of judgment and destruc
tion of ungodly men (2 Pet. 3:5-7). 

Of special significance here is the aposde's allu
sion to "the world that then was," which "being 
overflowed with water, perished." The "world" 
(kosmos) which "then was," is identified by him as 
consisting of "an earth compacted out of water and 
amidst water,, obviously, including the whole. of it. 
It was to this fact that Peter appealed in his argument 
of another catastrophe equal in extent yet to come, 
the final destruction of the universe. If the flood em
braced only a small portion of the earth, and in
cluded but few people, comparatively speaking, the 
aposde's parallel utterly fails. 

Certain simple basic facts render the concept of a 
local flood ·absurd. If the waters were limited to a 
small area of Western Asia, (a) why was it necessary 
to construct the ark at all? Could not Noah, and his 
family, simply have departed for lands beyond the 
reach of the rising waters? They had ample time 
both to plan and to set forth on such a journey, since 
warnings of the flood came to them more than a 
hundred years earlier. (b) Why did not all the people 
proceed over the Caucasian mountains to safety if 
the flood embraced no more than a small area in the 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. Woods 

John ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $14.99 

}BIDeS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .14.89 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude •••••••••••••••••• 14.99 
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Mesopotamian valley? (c) Animals instinctively 
move to higher ground as waters rise; why was it 
necessary to take them into the ark if the flood were 
local? (d) Could not the birds have easily and 
quickly flown to drier regions when the. rains began? 

Does not the size of the-ark lead logically to the 
concept of a universal flood? Because of some uns::er
tainty regarding the length of the cubit of measure
ment used, it is not possible to de~ermine exactly the 
size of the ark; but it had a capacity of at least a mil
lion and a half cubic feet, the equivalent of more 
than five hundred single-decked catde cars. Are we 
to suppose that Noah and his sons built a vessel of 
this size to cross a small valley inundated by a local 
flood? And, why did Noah and his family feed and 
store their cargo for nearly a year. in the ark if the 
waters, which bore them up, extended· no farther 
than the horizon? 

It is not p_ossible to believe the Bible, and accept 
the concept of a local, limited flood of waters.- Those 
who thus do have. taken leave of f;Uth, and rely on 
fallacious reasoning, for their conclusions. In so do
ing, they illustrate well ·Mark Twain's observation 
that "It is strange what some men can believe, just so 
it is not in the Bible! " 

Freed-Hardeman Open Forum 

Creation
Compromises 

by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This new book from brother Thompson Is a de
tailed, lively discussion of practically every at- . 
tempt to force an agreement between Scripture 
and evolutionary geology. 

Topics Include: 
• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical 

events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

$10.95 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling each 

add .50 for each additional book 
• • • • • 
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-England-
Cambridse - South Cambridge Cl}urch of 
Christ, 153 Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. 
Sun. 10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishen of ··oracles of God• 

-Alaska-
. Anchorage-7800Stanlcy Dr., .9.9518. (.907) 344-
3.931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
·L Laux (.907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com 

Fairbaab, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
·Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
.9.9701. (.907) 456-4.921. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
.9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

Seal Beach- Leisure World Church of Christ 
needs conservative saints to move into this 
retirement area. Minister, Don Foslien (562) 430-
0315. Sun. 10, 11 a.m. Come wonhip with us. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., Aurora 80012. 
Sun. 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., 

Duluth - 324.9 Hwy 120, 300.96. Sun. .9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 3.3 miles w. of 
1-85 off Exit 42, NE of Atlanta. (770) 476-215.9. 
email: skipandrews@juno.com; elden: E. 
Burnett, D. Hatchett, S. Andrews. 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-.9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Ostic, preacher 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. -Damascus Church of Christ, 
.9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 

Craig·- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West (301) 153-.9414, 82.9-8.9.92. Tim Kidwell, min. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Arcadia- Hickory Street Church of Christ, 710 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1.984, 722-1871. 

- Mississippi -W. Hickory St.(~ mi. W of Courthouse on 70 
West) Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m., P.O. Box 1206, Arcadia, FL 34265 Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 

3.9056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) .924-5300 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(.904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Southaven - Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. St. Sun • .9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B.J. Clarke 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 and Bill Bryant, ministen. (601) 3.93-26.90. 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Gamer, minister. -Missouri-

Wasilla- Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Branson-ChurchofChrist,307SeventhSt.,Sun. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (.907) 745-3011 or (.907) SouthSR47,3202S,Sun • .9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. .9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
373-5583 7:30 p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville - Jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from jacksonville State 
Univenity. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00 p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & Univenity of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44111 Ave., 
· (205) 33.9-6211. Sun • .9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
.7:00p.m. Aaiw eoll6ge program. Tramportation 
. at~aillzble . 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
.9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (.941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-.9780 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
AltanticBivd.,Sun.10,11 a.m., 7p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (.954) .972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (.954) 
584.0703 

Mclboamc - Church of North Melbourne, 

Farmington - Sunny View Church of Christ, 
Hwy H (P.O. Box 8.96) 63640, (573) 756-5.925. 
Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m • 

-Nebraska-
Omaha-Sunny Slope Church of Christ, 3606 N. 
1 08th St., 68164. (402) 4.98-83.97. Sun. .9:30a.m., 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Donald Z. 
Underwood, minister; sunnyslopecofc@juno.com 
and http://www.churchofchrist.com ·• email. 

- North Carolina -
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy meeting in Sherwood School. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

.. 36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 154•2261• Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (91.9) 
'a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8.961 or Orange Park_ Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

778-8955 Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, Oh• - 10-
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only min. 276-2.946 

Dayton - Northridge Church of Christ, 2211 
Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, Needmore Rd., 45414. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 ~m., 6 .1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 5.9. Sun • .9, 10 a.m., 

· 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553.0546. 

7185 Penhing Ave., 32822. Sun • .9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m (51~~ ~?~-6801. 
p.m., Thun. 7:30 p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Dayton - Overlook Church of Christ, 4500 
Orlando-Winter Park -South Seminole Church Airway, 45431. Sun • .9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 

Gilbert_ Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box ofChrist,S410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun • .9, 10 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Near~~~ (513) 252-.9444 • 

.950' 852.9.9. C•·'lumber at Elm, Sun • .9:30, 10:30 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 651-0657, .. a. 

-Arizona-

w Fairborn, near Dayton and Wriout-Pattenon 
·a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 8.92- Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 AFB., .922 S. Central (.937) 878-0452, D.C. 
~ 0720, Dan Jones, preacher. p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Lawrence, minister. (.937) 878-1162. 

- California - -Oklahoma--Georgia
Aibany-1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 ·Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun • .9, 
'8232, ·George Serb, local .contact (510) 655- Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 2.9.9-1475. 10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
0388. Sun. 9;9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Larry Thomas, preacher. 
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- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus ofTenneSS(:e 
Bible College. 

CrossvilJc - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Plcway. Fiheen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Sevierville - Sevierville Church of Christ, 208 
Hicks Dr., P.O. Box 4125 37864. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (423) 453-8009, fax 
(423) 453-8915. john B. Daniels, preacher 

- ·Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Burnet- Burnet Church of Christ, 2805 S. Water, 
78611. (512) 756-1153. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Truman Stinson, minister. 
Home of Central T~.~reship 

Conroe - Shiloh Church of Christ, 5784 Sapp 
Rd. (From IH 45, go 5.5 mi. won Hwy. 105 to 
Sapp Rd.). Sun. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 
p.m. Cody Damron, preacher. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~~ !~T? Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 l?.m. -~i.n_d_ell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 11.1,10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarka.J]a on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Richwood -Church of Christ, 1600 N. Hwy. 
288B, 77531: (409) 265-4256. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Roanoke - Church of Christ, Rusk & Walnut. 
Sun. 9:45, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(817) 491-2388 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 
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-Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

-Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Firm Foundation 
has 

Bible Class Literature 
and 

Correspondences Courses. 
Call 

1-800-572-3619 

Questions 
and 

Answers 
Open Forum 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an-
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Freed-
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques-
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
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Preachers Needed 
Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
c:Ontact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a r~sum~ to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Preacher wanted: Southern Illinois congregation 
seeking a full-time or part-time minister. For 
consideration please send recent tape and r~sum~ 
to Church of Christ, 502 East Fifth St., Flora, IL 
62839. (618) 662-6616; (618) 662-8934; (618) 
662-2597. 

The Two 
Covenants 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the rela
tionship between the two cov
enants abounds in the denomi
national world and is finding Its 
way Into the hearts of more and 
more members of the church. 
This book teaches the truth about 
the covenants and equips read
ers with the ability to discern and 
defeat the errors advanced by so 
many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3.75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box &9 • Damon, TX 77430 

800.572-3619 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send rc!sum~ 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

Looking for a challenge and not a vacation? The 
Kailua Church of Christ in beautiful windward 
Oahu, Hawaii is looking for a dynamic, mission
minded man to work with out culturally diverse 
congregation of 75 +, who are interested in 
growing. We can provide fair compensation, 
housing and utilities. Please send a video tape of 
recent sermon and r~sum~ to Kailua Church of 
Christ, 400 Maluniu Ave., Kailua, Hl96734. Email 
Jacobsjmc@aol.co 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
rc!sum~ to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Conservative congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 
are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. Ellmore, chairman, at (765) 793-2387 

Full-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in part
time work. Please send r~sumc! to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0100 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35+) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Will need to 
provide partial support. Ideal for the retired who 
wishes to continue in God's work. Will consider 
those interested in part-time work. Please send 
r~um~ and recent tape to 8004 Alabama Ave., 
Port St. joe, FL 32456, or call (850) 647-3525 
after 7 p.m. 

Preacher wanted. College Hill Church of Christ, 
Gunter, TX, is searching for a pulpit minister, to 
relocate to Gunter. House furnished. Good schools. 
Send r~sum~ to Troyce Haker, P.O. Box 7, Gunter, 
TX 75058 or call Charles Graham, wkdays (214) 
369-4372, evenings (903) 893-4938. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books • The Lord's Church • 
Past, Present, Future (1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 'Isms (1997) $14.50. 
Write or call for list of others. Most books available 
on CD. Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping & handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound • $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.comlbinding.html 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

100 sermon outlines by Brodie Crouch on the 
internet at http://sprhill.net/bcrouch/ 
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Year2000 
Wall Calendar 

23• wide x 34• high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 
1-10 calendars .... $6.00 

11-16 calendars •••• 10.00 
17-20 calendars .... 20.00 

Please encloss shipping with your order. 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
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Finn Foundation 
Alternate VBS Literature 

LOVE IS THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
To show that the command to love God first 
is the foundation of ali Christianity and 
service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
To show that our love for God which is the 
foundation of our Christianity is manifested 
in the way we love our neighbors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13:1-2) 
To show that the Great Command Second 
One will lead us to love ali the people In ali 
the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
To show that love in the home is possible 
when we apply the Word of God to our 
home relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 10:24) 
To show that Christian love Is so Im
portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctly without it. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800-572-3619 

Sample kits must be returned by June 1, 2000 for refund. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
January 2000 

Address service requested. 

Finn Foundation 
2000 VBS Literature 

God's Wonderful World 

Lesson 1: God Is Real 
(Hab. 11; Rom. 1; Psa. 19) 
To give a reason for the hope that is in 
believers concerning the existence of God, 
and in the accuracy and excellency of His 
revelation 

Lesson 2: God Did Create 
(Gen. 1-2; Hab. 11:3} 
To instill confidence in the biblical account of 
the origin of the universe. 

Lesson 3: God Has Spoken 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pat. 1:12-21; 1 Cor. 2:9-16} 
To give the basis for an abiding faith In the 
Bible as the verbally Inspired and Infallible 
Word of God, dependable and complete. 

Lesson 4: God Gave Jesus 
(John 3:16; Hab. 1:1 to 2:18) 
To prove the deity of Jesus and to show 
how he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power by his resurrection from the . 
dead, and that the grace of salvation comes 
to us through the obedience of Christ and 
our own obedience. 

Lesson 5: God Caused Miracles 

D 

(John 1:1-5; 1:14; 20:30-31; Hab. 2:1-4} 
To show the nature and credibility of the 
miracles of the Bible and to show how 
supernatural acts confirm divine revelation. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800-572-3619 

Sample kits must be returned by June 1, 2000 for refund. 
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11Re-hydrating" Baptism 
By Fraizer Conley 

I t is well known that in any discussion with those 
who would diminish baptism the detractors 
have a tendency to "dehydrate" baptism. In 

passages where the element of the immersion is not 
mentioned, some will always find "Spirit" baptism, 
never "water" baptism. Sometimes they will find 
both water and Spirit, with of course, their emphasis 
being on Spirit. 

There is also a tradition in the church that af
firms that the element of baptism is not contained in 
the word itself, and that one must always go to the 
context to determine the medium in which a particu
lar baptism takes place. 

However, a number of Greek lexicographers, in 
defining baptism, make water (sometimes) inherent 
in the word baptism. Notice the following defini
tions of the Greek words for baptism: 

1. "Baptidzein means technically ' to baptise in 
water.' Hence it is unnecessary to specify a medium" 
(Oepke, Theological Dictionary of the New Testa
ment, Vol. I, p. 539). 

2. Baptismos: "Dipping in water" (Liddell
Scott-Jones, A Greek-English Lexicon, p. 306). 

3. Baptidzo: "To make clean with water" 
(Thayer's Greek Lexicon, p. 94 ). 

4. Baptismos: "Purification effected by means of 
water" (Thayer's Greek lexicon, p. 94). 

5. Baptidzo: "to dip in or under water" (Liddell, 
An Intermediate Greek Lexicon). 

6. Baptismos: "to dip in water" (Liddell, An In
termediate Greek Lexicon). 

7. Bapto: "to dip in water" (Liddell, An Interme
diate Greek Lexicon). 

8. Baptidzo: "to employ water in a religious cer
emony" (Louw and Nida, Greek English Lexicon of 
the NT based on Semantic Domains). 

Unless these lexicographers were being careless 
(something for which they are not usually noted) 
they affirm that water as the medium is intrinsic to, 
and inherent (sometimes at least) in baptidzo and its 
cognates. [We remain disappointed and frustrated, 
of course, at what appears to be awkward attempts 
by some of these lexicographers to protect the sprin
kling practices of their denominations]. 

If one surveys the occurrences of baptism in the 
Septuagint and in the New Testament, the following 
rule may be deduced: When baptidzo and its cog
nates are used literally and without any medium 
specified, water is inherent in the word itself. 

What supports this rule is that in literal usage, 
the ancient authors always seem careful, when water 
is not the medium, to specify the medium, e.g., 
Spirit, blood, oil, wine, etc. When there is a figura
tive use of the word baptidzo (and its cognates), the 
medium of the "immersion" (suffering, debt, etc.) 
will be inferred from the context. 

In a number of New Testament references to the 
baptism of the great commission, there is no element 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Sin 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Sin is a central doctrine of God. It is intro
duced in the first book of the Bible, fea
tured in every subsequent book, and em

phasized in the final book of divine revelation. 
Some sniff at Bible teaching about sin. They 

judge and condemn those who insist that sin is 
of basic importance and must be in the fore
front of any discussion about man and God. 

Not all who belittle the importance of sin 
and salvation are unbelievers - some of them 
have just not thought the matter through. Still, many that sneer at 
Bible teachers for making an issue of sin do so because of unbelief. 
We must be careful not to walk "in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers" (Psa. 
1:1). And, of course, no thinking person would do that, but a few 
do it thoughtlessly. 

We have a gaggle of professing Christians - mostly in the 
more liberal denominations - who speak contemptuously of the 
biblical offer to remit our sins. A few have been bold to suggest 
that we should expunge all mention of blood from our religious 
vocabulary. Unbelieving sectarians have removed from their hym
nals such songs as "There's Power in the Blood." They are of
fended by the thought of blood because, they say, it is barbaric. 

Such people are outraged that Jesus should say, "For this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many unto remission 
of sins." They are horrified that the Son of Man had the audacity to 
talk about sin and salvation in the last hours of his life on earth. 

We have some well-meaning but ill-advised people in the 
church today who insist that we de-emphasize sin and salvation. 
They judge and condemn preachers who talk about transgression 
and its remedy. In doing so they unwittingly trod "under foot the 
Son of God," and count "the blood of the covenant wherewith 
they were sanctified an unholy thing," and do "despite unto the 
Spirit of grace." It is unnerving to read in bulletins written by 
preachers and sent out by churches the comment that sin is over
played and we need to tone it down. 

Some agree with Mae West that there is no withholding tax on 
the wages of sin. The conclusion is to sin with abandon because 
there is no penalty and no itemized statement of the sum due. 
Well, that idea is wrong. There is a day of reckoning. The change 
slip will be presented one-day. We must pay the piper, face the 
music, and take the rap. 



The Bible teaches that all sin is addictive, and the terminal 
point of addiction is damnation. That does not fall easily on the 
ears of those absorbed in worldly pursuits and pleasures. Worship
pers of mammon are not interested in hearing that "all have 
sinned, and fall short of the glory of God." If you do not like the 
sound of that - well - "Thou art the man." 

We hasten to the last book in_the Bible because it is a summa
tion of revelation, it gives a correct worldview, an explanation of 
the mystery of human life, a right understanding of God, and an 
unprejudiced perspective of human conduct. The first book in the 
Bible shrouded in mystery the coming redeemer. The last book in 
the Bible breaks the seals and blares out this truth - "The son of 
womari bruises the serpent's head." 

The august living creatures, the twenty-four elders, the un
countable host of heavenly angels, and the redeemed of earth join 
to say: 

Worthy art thou to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou was slain, and didst purchase unto God with thy blood 
men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
madest them to be unto our God a kingdom and priests; and 
they reign upon earth (Rev. 5:9-10). 
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Sin and salvation is what it is all about. If it had not been for 
the sin-problem, Jesus would have never left the ivory palaces. He . -~ R. Stephm,soil 
came to "seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10), which declares the · · Affribllres·ofGod 
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astounding result - they are made kings and priests - and they 
"reign upon the earth." Every believer is a priest. Every believer is Dr.]ack P. Lewis 
also a king. They are a kingdom and priest "unto our God." They The Teaching .•••••••••••••••••••• · ••••• ~ •••••• 23 
are not kings and priests over God, but unto God. That is, God 
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may not be queens and kings and priests and priestesses to the · ·. Q&A ............................................... 34 
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devil's disciples, but they are "unto God." 
Their reigning-rule on earth is not in the mate

rial realm (which is the only realm some people ever 
think about), but is in affairs of the spirit. It is not in 
things that perish but that which endures to eternal 
life - the things that are more excellent. Their pow
erful prayers are not centered on passing things of 
time and flesh, but on the timeless, God-given spirit 
and its good health. 

It matters not if we live on earth but for a day. It 
is unimportant if our earthly sojourn is fraught with 
pain and all our days are grief and sorrow. What 
counts is the temperature and vitality of our inward 
being. If we "attain unto the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
fullgiown man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ" then nothing else matters very 
much. If we are kings and priests unto God, then 
what do we care about what the unwashed and de
mons may think of us? "If God is for us, who is 
against us?" 

Kings reign and priests sacrifice. That is our holy 
callin 

... ·, . 
g. 

Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of 
lips which make confession to his name. But to 
do good . and to communicate forget not: for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased (Heb. 
13:15-16). 

I beseech you. therefore, brethren, by the mer
cies of God, to present your bodies a living sac
rifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service. And be not f~hioned accord
ing to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what 
is the good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God" (Rom. 12:1-2). 

Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

[W]e are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor things present, nor things to .come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ jesus our Lord 
(Rom. 8:37-9:1). 

Angels in the highest heaven are confounded and 
instructed by the marvelous mercy of God extended 
to sinful man in the body of Christ, which is the 
church. The emphasis is on sin and mercy. The cen
tral purpose of the new covenant is to detail the con
ditions upon which the Lord God will be "merciful 
to their iniquities" • • • and "remember no more" the 
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sins of rebellious men (Heb. 8:12). This is the mean
ing of a bloodstained cross "on a hill far away." 

It was concealed in the days before the virgin's 
son but is now fully revealed in his marvelous life, 
tragic death, sad burial, astounding resurrection, 
mighty intercession, and· benevolent reign. 

Before Jesus came, angels wondered about the 
eternal purpose of Jehovah in creating the world and 
making man. The golden cherubim stood face to 
face and peering down into the Ark of the Covenant 
where lay the testimony of God (Exo. 18:25-31). 
"Which things angels desire to look into" (1 Pet. 
1:12). "[f]o the intent that now unto the principali
ties and the powers in the heavenly places might be 
made known through the church the manifold wis
dom of God" (Eph. 3:10). 

It is now fulfilled and explained in the life, 
death, and resurrection of the "Lion of the. tribe of 
Judah," who is also the "lamb standing as if it had 
been slain." The killed but standing lamb advances 
to the throne of the Almighty to take the seven
sealed book and reveal forever the mystery of salva
tion from sin (Rev. 5:1-8). 

The myriads of myriads and thousands of thou
sands of angels, the many-eyed cherubim, the twenty
four elders, and all creatures, great and small, fall 
down upon their faces and praise God for salvation 
from sin (Rev. 5:9-14). 

It makes the very heart of the universe throb. 
And shall we be silent? 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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"Re-hydrating'' Baptism 
(continued from page 1) 

specified. However, according to the above rule of 
usage, the New Testament authors knew that it was 
entirely unnecessary to mention water explicitly 
when speaking of a literal immersion (baptismos) in 
water. It would of course be legitimate, in those 
cases, for translators to render baptidzo, etc., as "im
merse in water." 

If this rule is valid, it should prove a positive 
help in the proper and correct "re-hydration" of 
baptism (Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 
4:5; Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:21). P.O. Box 7 

Whiteright. TX 7 5491 
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Worship and Serve the Creature 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Most of my life as I read Paul's statement in 
Romans 1:18-25, I applied it to heathens. 
Knowing that the principles of God's 

Word apply to all, I still did not feel any urgency to 
make application to myself. 

I wonder if the Gentiles Paul referenced knew 
God as well as you and I know him? They did not 
know about the surprising love of God exhibited at 
Calvary, since that was in the process of being made 
known in Paul's day. 

Nature shows that the universe had to come into 
being by supreme power (Psa. 19:1-3), and Paul was 
noting that God's creation testifies to his power and 
goodness. 

If the ancient Gentiles were without excuse be
cause that "when they knew God they glorified Him 
not as God, neither were they thankful," how much 
more are we without excuse. 

Let us consider only a few possibilities of how 
we fail to glorify God. 

Paul says, "Do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. 
10:31). This includes such seemingly trivial things as 
eating or drinking. Does that include sleeping, 
sexual aCtivity, golf, fishing, and keeping house? 

When a person does anything without concern 
about whether it pleases God, he fails to glorify God 
and is in the same danger as the Gentiles of whom 
Paul says: 

Because that, knowing God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither gave thanks; but became 
vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools. 

We cannot overstress the point that it is possible 
for us to "worship and serve the creature more than 
the Creator" and not be aware of it. 

We must recognize that the term creature in
cludes any created thing, not just images made of 
stone, marble, gold, and silver, and in the likeness of 
"corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creeping things." 

Some programs of personal and world evange
lism may take central place yet bring no glory to 
God because they focus more on the human teacher 

than on the divine teaching. Some seem to get so 
"high" on their own plan, program or effort they 
lose sight of the central purpose of life. 

In most Personal Evangelism Workshops we 
hear, "The purpose for which Christ died was to win 
souls. If you are not involved in doing that, your 
Christianity is in question." 

That is not quite true! The purpose for which 
Christ came, and the ultimate purpose of everything 
he did, was to glorify God. It is true that one way to 
glorify God is to help in the salvation of a soul, but 
we must not make the means the end. 

Many projects are worth our attention. Social 
justice, helping the poor, peace, environmental con
cerns are good, yet, more important are projects that 
relate to getting the gospel to every person in the 
world (undying soul is more valuable than perishing 
flesh). But when any project becomes the center of 
our concern, without due regard for the glory of 
God, we are in danger. It is idolatry. 

We know how it works when a preacher forgets 
glorifying God to satisfy his sensual urges with some 
one not his wife. We are aware of how it works 
when some person in high position in a Christian 
school shifts his concern from glorifying God to rais
ing money for the school. Scholars and writers must 
look primarily to glorifying God and not glorifying 
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self - worshipping and serving the creature rather 
than the Creator. 

One reason thankfulness is important is because it 
glorifies God. 

"Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools." Any person who thinks his knowledge of the 
Bible makes him impervious to correction and an au
thority on religious matters is like Solomon - the 
wisest man became the biggest fool because he failed 
to keep the glory of God in the center of his being. 

If I think I raised my garden, built my house, got 
my wife, or found my job without God's help, and 
that my own wisdom and power are responsible for 
my success, then I fail to be centered on God ... fail 
to glorify God. This is more easily done than most 
imagine. 

"They glorified Him not as God neither were 
they thankful." Those two things are inseparable. 
We may mutter words of thanksgiving without being 
thankful. A man may lead a public prayer in a wor
ship service and say, "We thank thee, 0 Lord, for the 
son of thy love, for Jesus who died and is now gone 
above" and have but little understanding of what he 
is saying and still less true gratitude for God's abun
dant blessings. He may call what he does "an act of 
worship," but is it worship? 

It is possible for us to glorify television, or golf, 
or fishing, or study, or making money, or praise, or 
power instead of glorifying the Creator. Many of the 
things we do are for our own interest rather the 
glory of God. Even good men who see themselves as 
defenders of the bulwarks of the church may be so 
enamored of their messianic delusion that they only 
glorify self. 

We must worship and serve the Creator rather 
than the creature. 

Paul says, "In everything- with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6). 
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A Time To Stand 
By John Hobbs 

In 1836, Santa Anna sent word to the defenders of 
the Alamo that they were to surrender or die. 
The defenders refused to surrender. Santa Anna 

had a red flag raised indicating that the Texans 
would be given no quarter. William Travis answered 
Santa Anna with a cannon shot indicating that they 
were not going to be intimidated by the red flag of 
no mercy. The Texans were going to fight for their 
freedom. They had 13 days to back out of the fight. 
Legend says that before the battle Travis drew a line 
in the sand. He told the defenders that all who were 
willing to fight against Santa Anna to cross over the 
line. All who crossed the line fought and died. 

Today as Christians face the 21st century, we 
have a spiritual battle before us. It is time for us to 
stand and be counted. A spiritual line has been 
drawn in our hearts. That line is the battle for truth 
and righteousness. Which side are we going to take? 

The BaHia Before Us 
In 1999, an eldership of a local church in San Anto
nio, Texas gave this written announcement: "Mter 
many months of careful study and consideration, the 
elders unanimously concluded that there is no bibli
cal prohibition of the use of musical instruments in 
worship." 

•An eldership in Tennessee voted 8 to 3 that mu
sical instruments in worship were acceptable. 

•A church in Abilene, Texas, recendy had a band 
in their building. 

•In 1995, a brotherhood minister in Texas said, 
"The banning of musical instruments is more of a 
tradition than something based on Scripture." 

Some brothers believe that we have to adapt and 
change to see the church grow. It is true that meth
ods and human tradition are not binding. We should 
not object to changing methods and human tradi
tion. However, these "change agents" in our broth
erhood want to change what God has said on how to 
worship him. This is foolishness. This is "presump
tuous sin" (Psa. 19:13). These brethren are ignorant 
of biblical teaching. They do not understand that nu
merical growth has never been the ultimate priority 
with God! Consider the flood. Only "eight souls" 
were saved from the flood (1 Pet. 3:20). Yes, God 

wants "all men to be saved" (1 Tim. 2:4) and "all 
should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). Yes, God 
wants the church involved in evangelistic efforts 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 8:4). Yes, some churches are 
not seeking to save the lost and are in disobedience 
to God. But, God is more concerned with doing 
righteousness than numbers. The Bible clearly 
teaches, "He that doeth righteousness is righteous" 
(1 John 3:7). The Lord is going to take to heaven 
those that "obey him" (Heb. 5:9). It is sad, but true, 
that the number of souls going to heaven will be a 
small number (Matt. 7:13-14). Just because some 
people want what God has not ordained does not 
give permission ijer. 10:23; Prov. 3:5-6; Matt 4:4). 

The spiritual battle that we are facing again is 
the use of musical instruments in worship. Now is 
the time to stand against this ungodliness. We must 
be like Joshua of old: "But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the LORD ijoshua 24:15)." Paul said 
he had "fought the good fight" (2 Trm. 4:7). Are we 
going to fight the good fight? 

Truth Is lot Settlecl lay a MaJority Vote 
The fact that an eldership or college or any group 
votes to determine truth should not impress us. Truth 
is not setded by a majority vote! Can you imagine a 
math class where the correct answer is determined by 
a majority vote of the students? Ludicrous! Truth is 
determined by the facts- not a vote Just because 
someone does not understand the facts, this does not 
change the truth. Two plus two in base four is ten (or 
one zero as some math teachers teach). Just because 
someone does not understand or even agree with this 
mathematical fact, does not change this truth. 

Traclltloa May Change But Truth lever Claaages 
Truth is absolute, not relative. A student of mine 
said, "Today I am 12, in 2 years I will be 14. So, the 
truth changes." I responded, "There is no contradic
tion in your facts. 12 plus 2 equals 14. The truth did 
not change. Your age changed." 

The speed limit was 70, then 55, then 65, now 
70. The truth did not change but the speed limit did. 
When I married, I weighed 230 pounds. Now, I 
weigh 230 plus none of your business. The truth has 
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not changed - my weight has changed. Truth never 
changes. Custom and human traditions may change, 
but absolute truth does not change. 

I Leuoa Ia Restoration History 
Our erring Christian brother said, "The banning of 
musical instruments is more of a tradition than 
something based on scripture." He is wrong on his 
history and his scripture. 

In 1846, the Cold Springs congregation in 
Lancaster, Texas, divided over the instrument. From 
1846 to 1906 the Restoration Movement fought the 
battle over musical instruments in worship. The 
technical date given for the official separation is 
1906 when the churches of Christ were looked upon 
as a different religious body from the Christian 
Church. The same battle is being fought today. 

The leaders of the Restoration Movement vigor
ously opposed the use of instruments in worship -
not because of "tradition" but because of scripture. 
Alexander Campbell said musical instruments in 
worship "would be as a cow bell in a concert." 
Moses Lard said: 

8 

What defense can be urged for the introduction 
into some of our congregations of instrumental 
music? The answer, which thunders into my ear 
from every page of the New Testament, is none. 
Did Christ ever appoint it? Did the apostles ever 
sanction it? Or did any one of the primitive 

. churches ever use it? Never! In what light then 
must we view him who attempts to introduce it 
into the churches of Christ of the present day? I 
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answer, as an insulter of the authority of Christ, 
and as a defiant and impious innovator in the 
simplicity and purity of the ancient worship. 

J.W. McGarvey wrote: 
In the earlier years of the present Reformation, 
there was entire unanimity in the rejection of in
strumental music from our public worship. It 
was declared unscriptural, inharmonious with 
the Christian institution, and a source of corrup· 
tion. 

Other leaders in the Restoration Movement 
were vehemently opposed to the use of instru
ments in worship. Men like David Lipscomb, Robert 
Milligan, M.C. Kurfees, N.B. Hardeman, G.C. 
Brewer, Foy E. Wallace Jr., and many others were al
ways opposed to the use of the instrument on scrip
tural grounds - not tradition. Our erring and igno
rant brother is wrong that we have not used the in
strument because of "tradition." He needs a good 
course in Restoration History, something in which 
he is woefully lacking. 

Deaomlaatloaal Sc•olars and Instrumental Music 
John Wesley said, "I have no objection to the instru
ments being in our chapels, provided they are neither 
seen nor heard." Adam Clarke said, "Music is a sci
ence I esteem and admire, but instrumental music in 
the house of God I abominate and abhor." Charles 
Spurgeon said, "We do not need them. They would 
hinder rather than help our praise." 

Spurgeon never allowed any instruments of mu
sic to be used in any of his services. John Calvin said, 
"Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of 
God would be no more suitable than the burning of 
incense, the lighting of lamps, and the restoration of 
the other shadows of the law." John L. Giradeau, a 
Presbyterian scholar at Columbia Theological Semi
nary, wrote: 

The principle of the discretionary power of the 
church in regard to things not commanded by 
Christ in His word, was the chief fountain from 
which flowed the gradually increasing tide of 
corruption that swept the Latin Church into 
apostasy from the gospel of God's grace .•. any 
Protestant church that embodies that principle 
in its creed is destined sooner or later, to experi
ence a similar fate. 

Muslcallnstruments1 
1he Prolalem or Symptom of tile Prolalem? 

When a sick person goes to the doctor, it is important 
to treat the real problem and not the symptoms of the 
p~oblem. If a person has a malignant tumor, telling 
him merely to go to bed and get some rest will not 
solve the real problem. The use of the instrument in 



worship is only the symptom of the real problem. The 
problem is the approach and attitude one takes in 
understanding Scripture. The issue can be divided 
into two distinct questions. Call we do anything and 
everything not specifically and direcdy condemned? 
Or, must we do only that which the Bible authorizes? 
The answer to these questions involves the basic dif
ference between the Church of Christ and the rest of 
the religious world. This is the real issue that must be 
dealt with before one discusses the instrument. 

Tile laHiegrouacb 
From ••ace Comes Your Authority? 

The apostle Paul said, "And . whatsoever ye do, in 
word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" 
(Col. 3:7). Whatever we do to worship God, we 
must have authority. At the start of the Protestant 
Reformation, Martin Luther held the view that 
whatever was not specifically forbidden in Scripture 
might be employed in Christian worship. Zwingli 
devoudy believed in the absolute authority of Scrip
ture. He held that whatever was not expressly autho
rized was forbidden in worship. There were others 
that sided with Zwingli. This is the batdeground to
day. Are we going to open the floodgates to what is 
not prohibited? If so, we are opening Pandora's box. 
The Bible does not say we cannot add peanut butter 
and jelly to the Lord's Supper. With Luther's view 
this is acceptable. Some would even argue that more 
would come to services if we did add peanut butter 
and jelly to the Lord's Supper. But, is something 
right just because it is not expressly forbidden? No! 
Why? Because we live by what God says not by what 
he did not say. This is sometimes called The Law of 
Inclusion and Exclusion. The following verses teach 
this Law. Jesus said, "Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). Paul said Christians are 
"not to go beyond the things that are written" (1 
Cor. 4:6). Peter said, "If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4: 11). 

Silence does not give permission (Acts 15:24). 
Allowing the instrument also allows incense, beads, 
the mourner's bench, hierarchies, popes, missionary 
societies, baptize babies and sprinkle adults, and 
have solo and choir performances? 

Soren Kierkegaard said, "Passionate worship of 
an idol is better than a cold, formal worship of 
God." In other words, excitement with error over
rules righteousness and truth. He was dead wrong. 

For Kierkegaard truth is relative, truth is what one 
makes it to be. Again, he is wrong. Jesus taught that 
God is to worshipped "in spirit and truth" (John 
4:24). Truth is the word of God (John 17:17). Wor
ship is to be according to "truth" - not feelings, or 
subjective opinions. Without "truth" all worship be
comes self-willed worship and is condemned accord
ing to Scripture (Col. 2:23). Excitement with error 
does not overrule righteousness and truth. If our 
worship is not according to "truth," God does not 
accept it (John 4:24). 

Our God Is a Coasumlag Fire 
Many religious people scoff, ridicule, and laugh at us 
for even thinking that instrumental music in worship 
might possibly be a sin. These people are ignorant of 
biblical teaching. The Hebrew writer said, "It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" 
(Heb. 10:3 1) and "For Our God is a comuming 
fire" (Heb. 12:29). Paul said, "Knowing therefore 
the fear of the Lord, we persuade men" (2 Cor. 
5:11). We need to have some fear and reverential re
spect for God's commands. They must not be taken 
lighdy. Instrumental music is not a "petty" thing. 

Slaglagls a Specific Commaad 
In Mark 16:15 Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to the whole creation." The 
command "go" is a generic command. "How" we go 
is left up to us. In 1 Trmothy 5:16 the church is com
manded to take care of widows that cannot take care 
of themselves. "How" we do this is left up to us. If 
we try to bind where God has given freedom, we be
come "forbidding" brethren and are guilty of sin (1 
Tim. 4: 1-5). However, singing is a specific com
mand, a specific type of music. If God had said just 
"make music," then we would be free to use any or 
all of the three types of music (vocal, instrumental, 
or vocal and instrumental combined). But, he gave 
the specific command to sing (Matt. 26:30; Mark 
14:26; Acts 16:25; Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15, 16, 26; 
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12; James 5:13). 

Noah was told to build the ark out of "gopher 
wood." Not just any type of wood but a specific 
type. That conimand excluded any other type wood. 
Nadab and Abihu offered "strange fire" unto the 
Lord and were consumed. The word "strange" 
means unlawful. They did not use the fire God com
manded. Naaman was told to go wash in a specific 
river to have his leprosy removed. The specific river 
excluded any other river. Moses was told to speak to 
the rock, a specific command. He disobeyed and was 
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not allowed into the Promised Land. Uzzah thought 
he was helping God by trying to keep the ark from 
falling. But, he disobeyed a specific command and 
lost his life. The New Testament also contains warn
ings against violating what God has said (Heb. 
2:2-3, 10:26-31; 12:25-29). We must heed these 
warnings. It is pure foolishness not to do so! 

Words From a Mlalster of Music 
Ia the Cllrlstlaa Claurcla 

Tom Lawson is a minister of music for an Indepen
dent Christian Church, a body which uses instru
mental music. He wrote an article pointing out three 
advantages of acappella worship. 

(1) It tends to maintain the central players in 
worship as a congregation rather than the per
formers up front. When the music of worship is 
the music of the church itself, it seems less likely 
that we will move from worship to watching 
worship. The worth of a particular service is, 
many times, gauged by the quality of the perfor
mances. Applause is not merely tolerated, it is 
expected. 

(2) It tends to preserve times of silence within 
corporate worship. My church feels obligated to 
not allow a single moment of silence within the 
entire worship experience. Every moment when 
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someone is not speaking or singing must be 
filled with the organ or piano. I do not need my 
moods programmed at every moment. 

(3) It tends to preserve simplicity of worship 
that may be increasingly attractive in our com
plicated age. I am baffled why some within the 
Church of Christ would pick this time to move 
toward inclusion of the instrument in worship. 
Doesn't the growing attraction of e\terything 
from acappella secular music to Gregorian 
chants give indication that less may be more and 
that simplicity and times of silence may have an 
attraction as great as the 'big performance? ••• 

rro] my friends within the Church of Christ, I 
would encourage you to think long and hard be
fore you join the rest of the evangelical world in 
this area that so dearly impacts the entire wor
ship service. I find myself wishing that, at least 
once in a while, we'd close up the piano, tum 
off the organ, unplug the guitars and just see 
what would happen. 

Some of our brotherhood leaders need to take 
heed to what Tom has said. 

Coaclusloa 
What is wrong with the use of mechanical, instru
mental music in Christian worship? 

(1) It is not of faith. We must only do in religious 
matters what is divinely authorized. We walk by 
faith (2 Cor. 5:7). Faith comes through the Word of 
God (Rom. 10:17). There can be no faith where 
there is no Word of God. Cain's offering was re
jected because it was not of faith (Heb. 11:4). 

(2) It does not meet the divine standard. This 
standard is clearly set forth in John 4:23-24. We 
must worship "in spirit and truth." 

(3) It makes void the Word of God. The users of 
the instrument ignore the Word of God in this re
spect. It is vain worship (Matt. 15:6-9). The Bible is 
our complete and final authority in religion (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). We must obey God rather than men (Acts 
5:29). 

(4) It violates the principle of specific com
mands. Singing is a specific command, a specific type 
of music. That excludes any other kind. 

Who are we trying to please in worship- God or 
men? The words of the aposde Paul should ring very 
loudly in our ears: "For I bear them witness that they 
have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
For being ignorant of. God's righteousness, and seek
ing to establish their own, they did not subject them
selves to the righteousness of God" (Rom. 10:2-3). 
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Priesthood of Believers 
By Hugo McCord 

1. Tlae Olcl Testament Versus .. e lew Testameat 
In the Old Testament the priesthood was not univer
sal. Not all Israelites were allowed to serve as priests. 
Only Aaron and his sons "shall keep the priesthood, 
and the stranger who approaches will die" (Num. 
3: 1 0). But the Old Testament exclusiveness was not 
part of the New Testament. On the contrary all those 
wearing the name "Christian" (1 Pet. 4:16) are hon
ored by their Creator as a holy and royal priesthood, 
offering through Jesus Christ not literal but "spiri
tual" sacrifices well pleasing to God (1 Pet. 2:6, 9). A 
paean of praise the apostle John lifted to Christ who 
"loved us and washed us from our sins with his blood 
and made us" to be "priests to God even his father: to 
him is the glory and the strength into the ages of the 
ages! Be it so!" (Rev. 1:5-6). 

Also John recorded a doxology to the slain but 
risen Lamb because he bought with his blood 
peoples of all nations and had made them priests to 
God (Rev. 5:9-10). These priests "devote their life to 
him alone" (Thayer, 298). Thus the New Testament, 
instead of exalting an exclusive priestly class, looks 
upon all Christians, male and female, young and old, 
as priests. 

11. The llew TestameDI Versus Catlaollclsm 
Sad it is that the Catholic Church, both Roman and 
Greek, has abandoned the New Testament concept 
in favor of a separated clergy. Catholic priests, it is 
taught, have the power to forgive the sins of "lay" 
Christians. The power of absolution, "I absolve 
thee," is "hierarchical" (A Catholic Dictionary of 
Theology, I, 11£), "This power was given by Christ to 
the apostles and their successors, bishop and priests, 
and not to all the faithful" (Ibid, p. 18). Every "lay" 
Catholic is obligated to enter a confessional booth 
(containing a seat and a grill for listening) at least 
annually ("the Easter duty") or be excommunicated. 
However, "confessionals were not provided in 
churches until after the Council of Trent, and it 
would be quite incongruous to think of the apostles 
sitting down to hear confessions from six to nine on 
a Saturday evening" (Ibid, II, 84). 

The elevation of certain men above others to 
"holy orders," resulting in the clergy-laity distinction, 

has easily been extended far beyond the Catholic 
Church. Even in the church of Christ in Kirkcaldy, 
Scotland, the minutes show church trouble and a split 
in 1834 over the propriety of observing the Lord's 
Supper if no elders were present to administer the 
emblems. 

111. Old Testament Parallels 
It has been seen that the exclusivity of the Old Testa
ment Levitical priesthood was not a type of the New 
Testament priesthood. However, there are parallels 
between the Aaronic priestly service and the Chris
tian priesthood. Some of them are here considered. 

(1) A Washing: Before Aaron and his sons were 
allowed to serve as priests they were brought "to the 
door of the tent of meeting" and were washed "with 
water" (Ex. 29:4; 40: 12). Similarly, before people 
today become Christian priests they have their bod
ies "washed" in the water of baptism (Acts 22:16; 1 
Cor. 6:11; Eph. 5:26; Titus 3:5; Heb. 10:22). 

(2) A Sprinkling: Before Aaron and his sons were 
permitted to serve as priests, the blood of a ram was 
sprinkled upon them (Ex. 29:21). Likewise, before 
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people today may serve as priests, the blood of 
Christ figuratively is sprinkled on their hearts (Heb. 
10:22; 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:2). 

(3) An Anointing: Aaron and his sons were not 
properly consecrated as Old Testament priests until 
a special "holy anointing oil," prepared with per
fume ("compounded after the art of the perfumer"), 
was applied to their bodies (Ex. 30:24-25). Moses 
was given very particular instruction about the olive 
oil and spices (cinnamon, cassia, and calamus): 

You will spcalc to the children of Israel, saying, 
This shall be a holy anointing oil to me through
out your generations. Upon the flesh of man 
shall it not be poured, neither shall you make 
any like it, according to its composition: it is 
holy, and it will be holy to you. Whosoever com
pounds any like it, or whosoever puts any like it 
upon a stranger, he shall be cut off from his 
people (Ex. 30:23, 31-33). 

The persons of the priests exuded a pleasant fra.;. 
grance (Psa. 133:1-2). The sacred anointing, said the 
Lord, "will be to them for an everlasting priesthood 
throughout their generations" (Ex. 40: 15). 

By way of parallel, New Testament priests, after 
their body-washing and heart-sprinkling, receive an 
anointing, the reception of the Holy Spirit, whom 
God gives to them that obey him (Acts 5:32). He 
who anoints the Christian priests, says Paul, is God 
who seals and gives the guaranty of the Spirit "in our 
hearts" (2 Cor. 1 :22). 

(4) Clothing: God was particular in demanding 
for Aaron and his sons "finely wrought" garments 
(Ex. 36: 19). Pants of "fine twined linen," covering the 
loins down to the thighs, were worn by the priests in 
their sacred service "that they bear not iniquity, and 
die"' (Ex. 28:42-43; 35:19). "Costs of fine linen of 
woven work ••• for glory and for beauty" were en
hanced by belts "of fine twined linen, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, the work of the embroiderer, as 
the Lord commanded Moses" (Ex. 39:27-29; 28:40). 
Also, the correcdy attired priest, likewise for glory 
and for beauty, was not without a head-covering (Ex. 
28 :40). God's special representative thus not only 
made a favorable impression by his special perfume, 
but his garments also made him very attractive. When 
these garments were worn by men who::e lives were 
clean and dedicated, serving God in "the beauty of 
holiness" (2 Chron. 20:21; Psa. 29:2), then all was as 
the Lord planned. 

When one turns to the correct and acceptable at
tire of New Testament priests, modesty is required, 
but more than sufficient clothing is included in the 
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direction for female priests: their clothing is to be 
decorous and well-ordered (kosmio, 1 Tim. 2:9). Ex
cluded are gold and pearls and cosdy raiment. The 
female priests are to emphasize not the physical, ex
ternal attire but the inward incorruptible apparel of 
a gende and quiet spirit (1 Pet. 3:4). No instruction 
for male Christian priests was given, leaving them to 
think that they, like their females counterparts, are, 
while ensuring orderliness in modest cost, to major 
on inward clothing of the heart. With such apparel 
they will not be found naked in the Day of Judgment 
(2 Cor. 5:3). The lasting attire of all Christian priests 
must not be literal fine clpthing, but figurative linen, 
bright and pure, that is, righteous deeds (Rev. 19:8). 
The New Testament asks all Christian priests to con
centrate on abstract garments: "put on ... compas
sion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering," 
forgiveness, "and above all these things put on love, 
which is the binder of maturity" (Col. 3:12-14). 

(5) Non-presumptuous: Priests of Aaron's house 
of the right attitude would be careful to follow 
Moses' divine instructions. Presumptuous it would 
be for any priest to add to or to omit anything in sa
cred service which the Lord had commanded (Deut. 
4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6). For unintentional sins God's 
law provided a means of forgiveness (Lev. 5:18; 
Num. 15:27 -28). But "the person from the natives 
or from foreigners who does anything with a high 
hand, he reviles Jehovah, and that person will be cut 
off from among the people, because he has despised 
Jehovah's word, and his commandment he has bro
ken. Being cut off that person will be cut off! Crime 
is in him!" (Num. 15 :30-31). 

One is shocked to read of the disobedience of two 
of Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abihu. These two, older 
than Eleazar and Ithamar, had enjoyed a special 
honor. Part of the way up Mt. Sinai they walked with 
their father and uncle and 70 elders to "see the Lord, 
under whose feet, like a work of transparency, was the 
sapphire, which was like the heavens themselves for 
brightness. There they "beheld God" and had a meal 
(Ex. 24:9-11; Num. 3:2). These two, so signally hon
ored, later, when offering incense to the Lord, ignited 
it with unauthorized fire - fire not from the sacred 
alter (Lev. 10:1-2; cf. 16:12). This high-handed act 
the Lord could not overlook, and the two presumptu
ous priests were burned alive. They became an ex
ample to all others that God means for his priests to 
stay within the guidelines of heaven's instructions. 

New Testament priests have the example of 
Nadab and Abihu before them as a divine warning 



(Rom. 15:4). Consequently, New Testament priests 
are warned against taking the lead (proago) or going 
beyond (parabaino) Christ's instructions (2 John 9). 
Since everything from Christ is now in 2 7 books, a 
reverent priest will not in religious matters go "be
yond what has been written" (1 Cor. 4:6). The guid
ing principle for a Christian priest is to do anything 
not prohibited (Luther). Zwingli however took the 
position that we can only do those things that are 
specified in the scriptures. To do anything not prohib
ited allows holy water, images, incense, mechanical 
music, candles, rosaries, marijuana, dancing, chicken 
in the Lord's Supper, etc. To do only what is specified 
in New Testament worship brings in the apostolic 
doctrine, fellowship, the breaking of bread, prayer, 
and praise (Acts 2:42; Heb. 13:15). New Testament 
priests have no animosity against mechanical music or 
incense or chicken in the Lord's supper, but they dare 
not add to what the Lord has said. They do not want 
to repeat the sin ofNadab and Abihu. 

(6) Incense: Old Testament priests were, morning 
and evening, in the holy place, to bum sweet spices of 
a perpetual incense before Jehovah throughout your 
generations" (Ex. 30:1-9). Spices (stacte, onycha, gal
banum, and frankincense), pure and holy, tempered 
with salt "after the art of the perfumer," beaten small, 
ignited, would raise a cloud of fragrance "in the tent 
of meeting, where I will meet with you," said the Lord 
(Ex. 30:34-36). "It shall be to you most holy." Only 
for worship to the Lord might the particular combina
tion of spices be employed, and whoever made in
cense like it for inhaling its aroma would be "cut off 
from his people" (Ex. 30:34-38). 

The literal incense burning of the Old Testament 
priesthood is completely absent from the New Testa
ment. However, a parallel is seen in Christian priests 
offering prayers to the great God in the name of 
their high priest, Jesus Christ (cf. Rev. 5 :8; 8:3-4). 

(7) Sacrifices: The major function of the Aaronic 
priesthood was to offer sacrifices (cf. Lev. 1-7). True, 
unless broken spirits and penitent hearts and clean 
living and obedience accompanied bulls and rams to 
the altar, sacrifices were repulsive to God (Psa. 40:6; 
51:16; 1 Sam. 15:22; Isa. 1:11; Jer. 6:20; 7:22-23; 
Amos 5:22, Micah 6:6-8). But so accompanied in 
God's arrangement, the smoke arising from animal 
sacrifices was a sweet-smelling odor, well pleasing to 
the God of the universe. 

Though the Lord had ordered animal offerings, 
he knew all the time that "it is imposs'ible" for the 
blood of bulls and goats to take sins away (Heb.10:4). 

Comparable, however, to the literal lamb, a human 
body was prepared under Mary's heart, and then later 
declared to be the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world (Heb. 10:5; John 1:29). In the full
ness of time, not "through the blood of goats and 
calves, but through his own blood" he "put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself" (Heb. 9:12, 26). His per
sonal sacrifice was not daily nor annually, else must he 
have suffered often since the foundation of the world: 
but now once at the consummation of the ages his 
once-for-all-time sacrifice was efficacious for all who 
obey God in all ages (Heb. 5 :9; 9: 15). 

When one turns to the sacrifices offered by 
Christian priests he is not surprised that goats and 
calves are eliminated. But the perfect law of the New 
Testament ijames 1 :25) calls upon Christian priests 
to offer not "external" but "spiritual" sacrifices 
(Thayer, 298; 1 Pet. 2:5). Included is the sacrifice of 
praise, giving thanks to his name (Heb. 13:15). Also, 
money dispatched as love offerings to help those in 
need is specifically listed in the New Testament as a 
sacrifice (Phil. 4:18). Furthermore, the use of one's 
own body, not as a dead offering, but as a living sac
rifice, is acceptable to God as a priest's reasonable 
service (Rom. 12:1). 

IV. Coaclusloa 
Beautiful is the Spirit's message to New Testament 
Christians, built upon Old Testament background, 
that exalts them a priests to a noble service in heart 
and in life. To him who is the author of heaven's 
plans ordained for man's good always, be the glory 
and the majesty and the honor forever and ever. 
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(This article was written by Benjamin Franklin, a gospel preacher- not the Statesman of the same name 
- and was published more than 50 years ago. It should be understood that brother Franklin uses the word 
creed in the classic sense of meaning an authoritative statement to be enforced by an i"esistible power (i"esist
ible in the sense of being able to compel its will or place odious sanctions). Creeds in the sense of simply saying 
that one believes a certain thing, even writing an· article to set out that belief, are not authoritative and there
fore are not creeds in the classic sense. When the only power is that of logic and persuasion, the statement of 
belief is not a creed in the sense Franklin uses the term. The highest authority of all in religion is the Bible. It is 
accurate to say that saints have no creed but Christ and no doctrine but the New Testament. It is better to say 
"the Bible teaches,, than it is to say "I believe" or "I think," or "I feel." Anyway, with this explanation, we 
commend the following article to you.) 

Are Creeds Useful? 
By Beniamin Franklin 

There are, we presume, some fifty creeds in 
this country, and the difficulty is to find some 
common ground among them where all can 

unite without any sacrifice of truth or principle. 
Still, we believe there is a common ground even 
here, where all the good, the pure, and the holy may 
stand, and know that they are infallible. Where, 
then, is that common ground? 

1. We start out with, the popular article con
tained in creeds, which reads as follows: "The Holy 
Scriptures contain all things necessary to salvation; 
so that whatever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man as 
requisite or necessary to salvation." "fhis is not ad
vanced as a mere opinion of some man, of some 
synod, conference, or council, but has been a stand
ing article of faith for more than a hundred years. 
Now, the simple matter is, whether it is true. We 
maintain that it is true to the letter, and whatever 
conflicts with it, or is antagonistic to it, is not true. 

2. The apostle says: "All scripture is given by in
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction ::t righteous
ness: that the man of God may be perfect, thor
oughly furnished unto all good works." This passage 
states what all scripture "given by inspiration of 
God" is for; and if it does not assert the design or 
purpose of the scriptures to be the same that human 
creeds are aimed to serve, we confess that we do not 
understand it. What does this passage represent the 
scriptures to be for? The answer is: "For doctrine." 
What are human creeds for? They, too, are "for doc
trine." What further is the scripture for? The answer 
is: "For reproof." Are not human creeds for the same 
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purpose? They most assuredly are. What further are 
the scriptures for? The answer is: "For correction." 
Are not human creeds for the same purpose? All 
who know anything about it, know that they are for 
the same purpose. What further purpose are the 
scriptures for? The answer is: "For instruction." Are 
not human creeds for the same purpose? All know 
they are for the same purpose. When the apostle 
grasps these items in one and looks to the result, 
what does he make that to be? It is: "That the man 
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all .good works." What is the object of human 
creeds? Precisely the same - to perfect the man of 
God and thoroughly furnish him to every good 
work. Now, is it not infallibly safe to take the scrip
tures for the very purpose for which the Lord gave 
them? The Lord gave them for doctrine. If we take 
the scriptures for doctrine, we know we have the 
true doctrine. All admit that we have the true doc
trine. Here, then, is the common ground, the safe 
ground, and the only universally admitted safe 
ground for doctrine. The man who takes the ·scrip
tures, that God· gave for doctrine, for his doctrine, 
not only knows for himself that he has the true doc
trine, but all admi~ that he has the only infallibly true 
doctrine. When he reads farther that the scriptures 
are given for reproof, correction, and instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished to every good work, he can 
but feel that he is on common ground- ground that 
must be admitted by all men to be safe. 

3. In the days of the pristine purity and glory of 
the church - in the time of the apostles and during 
the first three centuries, the law of God was the only 



law, the only rule of faith, and the only creed. All men 
of any reason and knowledge admit this. Is not the 
ground of the primitive church common ground? Is it 
not safe ground- infallibly safe ground? Why, then, 
may not the church now stand upon the same ground? 

We have now gone far enough to reach our posi
tion. We have found that a popular article in several 
creeds is that the Holy Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation, that the Lord gave the scrip
tures for doctrine, and that the first church had no 
creed but the scriptures. We shall, then, lay down, as 
the common ground, the scriptures as the creed, and 
shall proceed to show that this ground is not only 
common, but, all parties being judges, infallibly safe. 

1. Among the first arguments in favor of any hu
man creed is that it is like the scriptures. In this we 
have a concession that the scriptures are right, and 
that the creed nearest like them is nearest right, or 
the creed nearest like the scriptures will answer the 
purpose best. In this there is a concession that the 
scriptures are precisely adapted to the wants of the 
church, and the human creed nearest like them is 
best adapted to the wants of the church. In view of 
this concession, what excuse can there be for not 
taking the scriptures at once in preference to every
thing else? 

2. Among the first reasons given for loving hu
man creeds is that "they are like the Bible." Why 
not, then, take the Bible itself? If you love a creed 
that is like the Bible, why not love the Bible itself? 
There must be some strange perversity in a man who 
can love a creed so ardently that he considers so near 
like the Bible, but cannot love the Bible itself! 

3. It is maintained by some that their creeds were 
taken from the Bible. All this class would be entirely 
safe in taking the Bible; for if their creeds were taken 
out of the Bible, they would find them in the Bible 
and could still have them. They will certainly lose 
nothing in taking the Bible, unless they are mistaken 
about their creed coming out of the Bible. 

4. Many insist that the Bible is not sufficient for 
a rule of faith and book of discipline for the church. 
This being true, a creed like the. ·Bible would not be 
sufficient. If the scriptures are insufficient for the 
creed of a church, then no creed like them can be 
better. In this case the first argument in favor of any 
creed should be that it is not like the scriptures. But 
we have yet to find a man who maintains that his 
creed will answer the purpose better than the Bible 
because it is not like the Bible. Yet it must be 
self-evident to all me.n that if the bible will not an-

swer the purpose for a creed, no creed like the Bible 
will answer the purpose. If, therefore, the Bible is 
not sufficient, no creed like the Bible can be suffi
cient. We must have the new recommendation, 
which must be that it is not like the Bible. It can 
never answer the purpose if it is like the Bible. To 
make this matter clear we state the following, which 
we have seen substantially in several prints: 

• Any creed containing more than the Bible is ob
jectionable, because it does contain more than the 
Bible. 

• Any creed containing less than the Bible is objec
tionable, because it does contain less than the Bible. 

• Any creed differing from the Bible is objection
able, because it does differ from the Bible. 

• Any creed precisely like the Bible is useless, be
cause we have the Bible. 

This covers the whole ground. There can be no 
other thought of. A creed must contain more than 
the Bible, less than the Bible, differ from it, or be 
precisely like it. No man defends his creed on the 
ground that it contains more than the Bible, less than 
the Bible, that it is different from the Bible, or pre
cisely like it. If a creed be not defended on some of 
these grounds, on what ground can it be defended? 
Certainly on no ground conceivable to mortal man. 
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AHribures of God 

The Reality of God 
By Robert R. Stephenson 

Why do mortal men reject God? If we reject 
God, we reject salvation, which is badly 
needed by man. That is a good reason to 

be better acquainted with God. Also, knowing God 
enables us to help others know God. 

We must understand, as much as we can about the 
attributes of God - " ... those distinguishing charac
teristics of the Divine nature which are inseparable 
from the idea of God and which constitute the basis 
and ground for His various manifestations to His 
creatures" (Strong~s Systematic Theology, p. 244). 

With this in mind, let us focus on, "The Spirit 
Nature of God." 

Holy Writ identifies God as Spirit - as opposed 
to a material being. Notice these passages of Scrip
ture, "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth" ijohn 4:24); "Now 
to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who 
alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen" (1 Tim. 1:17); "For since the creation of the 
world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are with
out excuse" (Rom. 1:20 NKJV). Christ is "the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation" 
(Col. 1: 15). God is invisible and indestructible. Sub
sequendy, He is not dependent upon matter for ex
istence! 

One might ask, "Why does the Bible speak of 
God having a face (Gen. 33: 10), eyes (Gen. 6:8), 
ears (2 Kings 19:28), hands (lsa. 59: 1) and other hu
man characteristics?" How can these physical human 
attributes harmonize with God being Spirit? The an
swer is, God reveals Himself to man on a level man 
can understand. We call this type (figure) an "an
thropomorphism," which means, "the ascription of 
human attributes, feelings, conduct or characteristics 
to God, or any spirit being." 

Accepting this truth about God is vital in under
standing His attributes. "The Spirit nature of God 
confirms His eternal nature. When we speak of the 
spirit nature of God, we are referring to the fact 

that: (1) He is not limited by time, (2) He is without 
beginning or end, and (3) He is free from all succes
sion of time. 

This helps in our understanding of such passages 
as: Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth" and John 1:1-2, "In the be
ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God." Accepting the Spirit (invisible) nature of 
God helps us understand the omnipresence ~f God. 
He is everywhere! This is possible only because God 
is Spirit. 

This does not answer all the questions finite man 
may have about the infinite, eternal and spirit God, 
but remember, "The secret things belong to the Lord 
our God, but those things which are revealed belong 
to us" (Deut 29:29). 
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One People Amidst Conflid 
By Lindell Mitchell 

God hates division and those promoting it 
(Prov. 6: 19). Nevertheless, God's people 
suffer from division. He is not pleased! 

Little men with big egos push poindess controversies 
to elevate themselves. They are shallow, mean-spir
ited, belligerent, coercive, and dishonest. Their lust 
for power demoralizes the church. Determination to 
dominate unnecessarily divides brethren. Political 
infighting and calloused dishonesty alienates the best 
and brightest of our youth, who refuse to be tyran
nized by bullies. 

Paul said, "But if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye be not consumed one of another" 
(Gal. 5: 15). Anyone not blinded by ambition and 
consumed with arrogance recognizes the truth of 
those words. The evidence is compelling. It is indis
putable. As some sink into progressive paranoia, 
churches under their dominance grow increasingly 
isolated and ineffective. 

A shrill cabal of extremists jet around the coun
try speaking only to themselves. Some disciples re
jected such strident negativism and ran to the oppo
site extreme of ecumenism and liberalism. They [the 
liberals] traded biblical religion for a mixture of reli
gious entertainment and feel-good ·psychobabble. 
The majority, staunch Bible believers, disassociate 
from deceptive, boorish prima donnas, while insist
ing that unvarnished truth be told. They refuse to be 
dominated by brethren who substitute political 
machinations for biblical exegesis. Urbane thought
ful Christians are unwilling to become embroiled in 
senseless strife generated by ignorant men. 

Men of God must earnestly contend for the 
faith delivered once and for all ijud~ 3). But defend
ing the faith is no excuse for uncouth conduct or ly
ing words. Wise men know you cannot buttress truth 
with invalid arguments. Bluster does not negate 
truth, and deceit cannot long conceal it. 

How do God's people maintain unity in the 
midst of so much conflict? How do we rid the 
church of petty tyrants? How do we exorcise our
selves of arrogance, party spirit, and loveless mean
ness? How can we season our speech and elevate our 
conduct so that we are attractive, pleasant, and dig-
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nified rather than abrasive, repugnant, and repel
lant? This work will not be completed until Jesus 
comes. But we can do a much better job than we 
have of late. 

To approach the unity Jesus prayed for, we must 
go back to the Bible. Paul made a beautiful plea for 
unity in Philippians 2:1-4: 

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy 
by being like minded, having the same love, be
ing of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. Let each of you look out not only 
for his own interests, but also for the interests of 
others. 

Paul's plea provides the motives and the bonds 
of Christian unity. In Christ, we find the most om
nipotent of all powers to enforce it. Shall we not re
joice in the Good Shepherd's flock? Shall we not 
preserve the oneness he died to establish? Can we 
live in him, and not share his love for his sheep? Can 
we walk with him and not work to reclaim those 
who are lost and gone astray? 

Consolation of love motivates unity. To love and 
be loved equally elevates the courageous and braces 
the weak for calm endurance and noble deeds. It is 
inexcusable for a heart that has known the enlarge
ment of love to fall so far beneath itself as to be nar
rowed by nourishing feelings of alienation. 

Fellowship of the Spirit motivates unity. Paul 
said, "For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or 
free; and were all made to drink of one Spirit" (1 
Cor. 12:13). Through the teaching of one Spirit we 
were all baptized into the body of Christ. We con· 
tinue in one accord as we drink of the Spirit's teach
ing. The ideal is "[t]hat ye be like minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind" (Phil. 
2:2b). We cannot ignore that ideal and please God, 
and we certainly cannot please him by working 
against it. 

Faction and vainglory are primary obstacles to 
being of one mind. But lowliness coupled with 



meekness equals unity. If we judge ourselves by the 
standard of the Lord's life, we will be brought to our 
knees in lowliness of mind. One who has been for
given a great debt of sin is not anxious to take his 
brother by the throat for a pittance. Each counting 
the other better than himself, and each "looking also 
to the things of the other" seem threadbare, but are 
truly elegant. 

Lowliness is deep humility. It is the opposite of 
pride, arrogance, and conceit. Lowliness of mind re
sults from a proper sense of human weakness, igno
rance, and sinfulness. Man's poverty is absolute and 
universal. He is completely dependent upon the Lord 
to supply his needs. Consider how little we really 
know. The best-educated man recognizes his own ig
norance. Lowliness enables us to keep an open un
prejudiced mind and maintain the receptive attitude 
essential to learning. 

Meekness does not attempt to arraign God or 
avenge itself on man. It readily submits to God's 
Word. James said, "Receive with meekness the im
planted word" Games 1:21a). Meekness maintains a 
calm temper under provocation. 

Unity is the natural result of lowliness and meek-
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ness. In matters of faith it submits to the Bible only. 
In matters of judgment lowliness of mind prompts 
one to count his brother better than himself (Phil. 
2:3). Unity will move us forward to realize the ideal 
foretold by Isaiah: 

And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf 
and the young lion and the fading together; 
and a little child shall lead them. And the cow 
and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of jeho
vah, as the waters cover the sea. And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the root of jesse, 
that standeth for an ensign of the peoples, unto 
him shall the nations seek; and his resting-place 
shall be glorious (lsa. 11:6-1 0). 

This unity will enable us to enter a better world 
where we can sing the song of Moses and the Lamb 
for evermore. Let this victorious cry arise, in faith 
unity, in opinion liberty, in all things love. 
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(This series of articles was written more than 50 years ago by the inimitable Charles R. Nichol, gospel 
preacher. He has long since been c'gatheted to his fathers" but his teaching continues to be relevant, fresh, and 
enormously valuable to Bible students. We are happy to reprint this pertinent information.) 

Apostasy 
Hereditary Total Depravity 

By C. R. Nichol 

The teaching that since the fall of Adam all 
mankind are at birth totally depraved, by he 
redity, is the very foundation of a number of 

false positions held by religious teachers, including 
the theory that a child of God cannot so conduct 
himself as to be finally lost. 

Calvinists, Baptists, and some others, teach that 
man is by nature totally depraved, and that the fact 
that man sins is proof of hereditary depravity. If the 
fact that man sins is proof that he is by heredity to
tally depraved, two questions present themselves: 

1. It is said that "angels sinned," and have been 
"cast down to hell," and are "reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the 
great day" ijude 6). Why did angels sin? Were they 
depraved by heredity? "No" is the answer. If angels 
could sin without being depraved by heredity, how is 
it known that man also cannot sin without being de
praved by heredity? What caused angels to sin? 

2. It is insisted that man sins because of heredi
tary taint, though angels could, and did, sin without 
such hereditary taint. Just how are we to know that 
man suffers from hereditary taint, and that depravity 
causes him to sin, but that angels sinned without the 
hereditary taint - they were not depraved by na
ture? But more: Adam sinned, and he was created 
good - yes, very good. He did not descend from 
man, but is said to have been the son of God (Luke 
3: 38). So far as the record shows, Adam sinned the 
first time there was a temptation to sin presented to 
him. If sin is the evidence of hereditary depravity, 
would it not be interesting to read a treatise from 
some teacher of the theory that inherent depravity is 
the cause of all sin to account for the sin of Adam? 

From whom did Adam inherit his depravity that 
caused him to sin? It is answered by some that de
pravity inheres only since the fall of Adam, but that 
20 Feb~ 1000 
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does not meet the demands in the case. If sin in mali 
is the evidence of inherent depravity; if inherent de
pravity is the cause of sin in man, then what caused 
Adam to sin? He was not depraved by heredity, nqr 
was he depraved by creation. If Adam could sin 
without being by heredity totally depraved, and he 
did, how is it known that others cannot sin without 
being totally depraved by nature? 

In the creed of Calvinists the doctrine is ex-
pressed thus: 

Our first parents by this sin fell, ••• and we in 
them, ••• all becoming dead in sin, and wholly 
defiled in all the faculties of soul and body. • •• 
The guilt of the sin was imputed, and corrupted 
nature conveyed, to all their posterity descend
ing from them by ordinary generation, being 
now conceived in sin, and by nature children of 
wrath, the servants of sin .••• We are utterly in
disposed, disabled, and made opposite to all 
good, and wholly inclined to all evil .••• This cor
rupt nature, during this life, doth remain in all 
those who are regenerated. 

Missionary Baptists express their doctrine at this 
point in the following words: "Man .•. fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which all 
mankind are now sinners." This is due, they declare, 
to man's "inherent depravity." 

Though they declare that man is "totally depraved" 
by nature, they do not mean that he cannot grow worse. 
But if man is "totally depraved" at birth-that is, every 
fiber of his being body, soul, and spirit, are depraved 
- the total man is corrupt, how can he grow worse? 
If total depravity is his condition at birth, can he become 
more corrupt? All the corruption is but the outgrowth 
of the inherent depravity. According to this false view, 
atbirth,bynature,manisunableto"thinkagoodthought 
orspeakagoodwordordoagooddeed. "Heis"opposite 
to all good and wholly inclined to all evil, and this de
pravity remains in his body throughout life on earth, 



and his body sins! It is insisted that before conversion 
the whole man- body, soul, and spirit- sinned. But 
after conversion the body only sins- that the regen
erated spirit cannot sin. The doctrine that man is totally 
depraved is false, just as the teaching that man sins 
because of inherent depravity is shown in the foregoing 
to be false. 

Jesus, in speaking of wicked men, said: "Ye are 
of your father the devil." They were children of the 
devil. By such statement did Jesus have reference to 
their body, soul, and spirit? Baptists insist that refer
ence is to the entire man - body, soul, and spirit -
but that in regeneration the spirit is made pure, but 
that the body remains a servant of the devil, and 
continues to sin, and will till death. That sins after 
conversion are sins of the body only is false has been 
clearly shown in a preceding article of this series. 

Let us look at what the doctrine of inherent de
pravity involves. Man is in this world as a result of the 
execution of a law which Jehovah gave - the law of 
procreation. You are in no way responsible for your 
condition at birth, nor were your immediate parents, 
the doctrine says. The command to beget children was 
given to Adam after he sinned in Eden. Hence, if man 
is at birth corrupt by nature, if he is by heredity cor
rupt, "made opposite to all good, and inclined to all 
evil," God knew he would be so, and yet he gave the 
law and the command which brings men into the 
world - brings them here in the undesirable, de
praved condition. If the doctrine be true, then Jeho
vah is the author of the law and gave the command to 
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fill the earth with corrupt beings - beings con
demned for the corruption for which they are not 
now, and never have been, responsible, and over 
which they have never had control. 

By nature we are told man sins - the very na
ture which he has at birth, which nature he has as 
the result of God's order; and then the doctrine de
clares God condemns man because he sins. "Believe 
it, who can?" 

The Baptist view is: "Man is at birth depraved, is 
a sinner by nature, and unable to do one thing to be
come a child of God till God gives him enabling 
power. When he becomes a child of God, he is then 
unable to do one thing contrary to the will of God, 
unless God gives him power to perform such an act; 
hence, he cannot sin; and since God will not give him 
power to sin, he cannot sin; hence, cannot be lost." 
This doctrine flies in the face of 1 John 1:6-10, which 
says: 

If we say that we have fellowship with him and 
walk in the darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we con· 
fess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to for
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un
righteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
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Necrology 

Bobby Duncan of Adamsville, Ala., crossed 
the rolling river and is at rest. His special 
friend, Bert Thompson, delivered a eulogy. 

Thompson said, "I would like to talk about the quite 
grace, the towering strength, the humble demeanor, 
and the Christ-like spirit of Bobby Duncan." 
Thompson added, "Better was the hallmark of his 
life. He was a better scholar than most. He was a 
better writer than most. He was a better preacher 
than most. He was a better dad than most. He was a 
better husband than most. He was a better granddad 
than most. He was a better friend than most. He 
was, well, he was just better." Thompson concluded, 
"He spent his life sacrificing for us and setting a 
proper example for us. He stood for truth and op
posed error, yet he did so without becoming mean
spirited, hateful, or radical." 

Duncan left his mark and has gone to his reward. 
The Firm Founc4Jtion expresses sympathy to the 
family and appreciation for the life and works of 
Bobby Duncan. 

• Charles Theo Garner, 67, has also joined the 
ranks of just men made perfect. He died on June 23 in 
Jacksonville, Fla., after a yearlong battle with cancer. 
He graduated from Florida Christian College and 
began his preaching career at Bell, WV. He spent two 
terms as a missionary to the Philippines. Puring his 46 
years as a minister he served congregations in 5 states 
in addition to his foreign work. Fp 
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(Kevin Ricks of California sent the following to 
us with the suggestion that it might be an excellent 
piece for the Firm Foundation. We looked it over and 
agree. Thank you, Kevin, for sending the article to us 
and thank you, Hud, for writing it.) 

Evangelism 
By Hud Griffith 

Most .of us w.ill never stand behind the pul 
ptt to debver a sermon. The commission 
that was given to all of us by Jesus in Mat

thew chapter 28, by sensible deduction would indi
cate that in many cases the only way we can deliver 
the gospel is by one-to-one communication. The ma
jority of the examples of conversion in the book of 
Acts were personal in nature. 

. That is to say, very few were present during the 
delivery of the Word of Life. Philip preached Christ 
to the Ethiopian eunuch, one to one. It was impor
tant enough to the Holy Spirit that this man hear the 
gospel, that he instructed Philip to go into the desert 
... and preach to one man! (Acts 8). 

Each and every soul on this earth is important to 
our Father. Sometimes Satan's negative influence 
takes over, and we tell ourselves that we're insignifi
cant, that nothing we can say or do will affect any
one. Each one of us has the tools available at our 
very fingertips. So many died because they desired to 
look into the Word of God during the dark ages, and 
most of us have a plurality of copies of the Bible in 
our homes, and fail to count our blessings. 

The majority of people we come in contact with in 
our daily lives have never read or been told of Peter's 
sermon in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 

· chapter 2; nor the story of the Philippian jailer who, 
~thin an hour after being in a suicidal state was bap
nzed, along with his entire family (Acts 16). 

None of us need to be great orators (or even 
good orators) to show people the way to the King of 
Kings. We just need to be able to show how people 
were ~onverted in the first century, and how they 
worshtpped God upon their conversion. Don't let 
Satan tell you that you're insignificant. 

"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of sea
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with alllongsuffering 
and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

2905 Dale Ave. 
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The Teaching 
By Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

The New Testament has a great deal of empha
sis on 'the teaching" (he didache [which be 
comes doctrine in Latin] and he didaskalia). 

The terms designate both the act of teaching and the 
content of what is taught. 

The Jerusalem church continued steadfastly in 
the apostles' teaching (Acts 2:42). The Apostles were 
accused of having filled Jerusalem with their teach
ing (Acts 5:28). The teaching is called "the teaching 
of the Lord" (Acts 13: 12) but was new to the people 
of Athens (Acts 7: 19). 

People obeyed from the heart the standard of 
teaching (typos didaches) to which they were com
mitted (Rom. 6:17). The teaching must have had 
specific content. Paul urged the Romans to take note 
of those who created difficulties in opposition to the 
doctrine which they had been taught (Rom. 16:17). 
Timothy is charged to preach the Word with all 
longsuffering and teaching (2 Tim. 4:2). 

The elder must hold firm to the sure Word as 
taught (he didache pistou logou) so that he may be 
able to give instruction in sound doctrine (he 
didaskalia he hygianouse) and also to confute those 
who contradict it (Titus 1 :9). He may labor in teach
ing (1 Tim. 5:17). 

The believer is warned against being led away by 
strange and diverse teachings (didaskalaispoikilais 
kai xenais; Heb. 13:9). There are the teachings of 
demons (I Tim. 4:1), the teaching of Balaam. (Rev. 
2:14), and the teaching of the Nicolaitans that the 
Lord hates (Rev. 2:15). No further burden is laid on 
those who do not hold the teaching of Jezebel (Rev. 
2:24). 

The Second Epistle of John warns that 
anyone who goes ahead and does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ does not have God; he 
who abides in the doctrine has both the Father 
and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into 
your house or give him any greeting; for he who 
greets him shares in his evil work (2 John 9-11 ). 

Bible lnfonet 
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The Pastoral Epistles have great stress on the 
wholesome teaching (bygianouse didaskalia). Paul 
describes moral faults as being contrary to whole
some teaching (1 Tun. 1:1 0). He spoke of the good 
teaching that Timothy had followed (1 Tim. 1:6), 
and he charges Tunothy to give heed to his teaching 
(1 Tim. 4:16). He warns that people will turn away 
from wholesome teaching and accumulate teachers 
to their own liking (2 Tun. 4:3). Titus is charged to 
teach what befits sound teaching (Titus 2:1). 

Slaves are called on to act in a way that the 
teaching will not be defamed (1 Tim. 6:1). They are 
admonished to maintain behavior that adorns the 
teaching of God our Savior (Titus 2:10). Paul speaks 
of those who do not agree with the sound words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords 
with godliness (1 Tim. 6:3). 

This teaching suggests that the congregation 
which does not concern itself about the beliefs and 
faith of its teachers is heading for calamity. It also 
suggests that the congregation which does not con
cern itself about the beliefs and teaching of the men 
it asks to serve as elders and to serve as its preacher 
is heading for calamity. In an age in which congrega
tional membership largely is determined by social 
concerns, holding specific beliefs is not to be as
sumed on the part of members or those seeking 
membership. 

One is not likely to find one single passage that 
gives comprehensive list of all that a follower of 
Christ should believe. Perhaps "the whole counsel of 
God" is adequate (cf. Acts 20:27). 

In addition to stress on the teaching, a like em
phasis on what is to be believed is to be seen in state
ments about "the faith (he pistis)." People were obe
dient to the faith (Acts 6: 7), continued in the faith 
(Acts 14:22), and could be strengthened in it (Acts 
16:5). On the other hand, one could disown the 
faith (1 Tun. 5:8), could depart from it (1 Tim. 4:1, 
and could err from it (1 Tun. 6:10, 21). 

Titus is to rebuke the Cretans that they may be 
sound in the faith (Titus 1:13). Paul at the end of his 
career afftrms that he has kept the faith (2 Tim. 4: 7). 

Timothy is admonished to give heed to his teach
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ing (1 Tllll. 4:16). Paul in writing Titus and Tunothy 
has a concern with "the truth (he aletheia)" which is 
not surprising in view that Jesus said, "'The truth 
will make you free" ijohn 8:32). The Lord desires 
that all come to a knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 
2:4). T11llothy is urged to handle aright the Word of 
truth (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

In contrast, Hymenaeus and Philetus have 
swerved from the truth (2 Tim. 2:18). Timothy is 
warned against those who oppose the truth (2 T11ll. 
3:8) as well as of those who turn away from listening 
to the truth (2 Tim. 4:4). Paul also warns Titus 
against the commands of men who reject the truth 
(Titus 1:14). 

People move from one extreme to the other. One 
period may put great stress on what must be believed 
while another is nebulous on details of belief but has 
stress on behavior. Christian behavior in the first cen
tury had a belief foundation on which it rested. A 
pattern of behavior is pretty hard to maintain and to 
pass on without the faith on which it rests. A look 
through the passages speaking of "teaching" (whether 
didache or didaskalia) shows that they call for a bal
ance- a teaching that makes itself attractive through 
behavior. 

In neither area is it suggested that feelings are 
the goal to be pursued. One hears brothers pray, 
"Lord, let us feel your Spirit with us." But it is not 
clear from a biblical viewpoint how one would feel 
the Spirit. How does the feeling of the Spirit of the 
Lord differ from the feeling of the spirit of the devil? 

One may say that the task of the preacher is to 
make people feel good. But it is hard to see how 
Nathan with his parable of the lamb (2 Sam. 12:lff.) 
made David feel good. It is hard to see how Elijah 
made Ahab feel good (1 Kings 18:17; 21:20). To 
make people feel good was not Micah's goal (Mic. 
3:8). John the baptist was hardly making Herod feel 
good (Matt. 14:4). It is hard to see how Peter made 
Simon the sorcerer feel good (Acts 8:20), or how 
Paul made Bar-Jesus feel good (Acts 13: 10). 

"I'm ok; you're ok" does not describe the actual 
behavior of All-American society. If a person is in 
sin, he needs to be brought to godly sorrow so that 
he will repent. If one is speaking to righteous 
people, the matter is different. There is a time to en
courage the faint-hearted (1 Thess. 5: 14 ). 

The bumper sticker says, "If it feels good, do it." 
The devil could not give better advice for his pur
pose. In this age in which feelings are magnified 
to a primary goal, and when so much effort is 
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expended to stimulate certain feelings, it is shocking 
to be reminded how few times feelings are men
tioned in scripture. In the KJV there is a total of nine 
cases, only three of them in the New Testament. Paul 
speaks to the Athenians about feeling after God 
{NIV: "reach out for him;" Acts 17:27). Certain sin
ners are described as being "past feeling" (Eph. 
4: 19; NRSV: "lost all sensitivity"), and our high 
priest is touched with the feelings of our infirmity 
(Heb. 4: 15). 

I would remind us that it is the Word ijames 
1:21), not feelings, which is able to save souls. The 
seed of the kingdom is the Word of God (Luke 
8: 11), not a particular feeling. Jude appeals to his 
readers to contend for the faith which was once for 
all delivered to the saints ijude 3). 
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(We are indebted to Dr. Lewis for this excellent 
study. Our readers will be pleased to know that we 
are planning to present in future issues of the paper a 
series of articles by Dr. Lewis on priests.) 
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CLoss 2 ~olo of Congregations Enc.outaging Othor CongrogoHons in ChurCh GrO'-Nlh'" 

Class 3 ""Role of Prayer Wl Chr.xch Growth" 
Class 4 "Ciutto GrO'N!h and lndMdualy Beomg Much FIUI!" 

11:50-1:10 P.M. WNOI 
1 10.2 00 P M "Chr..rch GtOYith and the Gleal Comm•S$JOn'" 
I t 0-200 PM 

Class 1 ""Church GrOW1h and tho Use of tho Macha" 
Class 2. "'Church GraNth and B1ble Umty'" 
Class 3 "'Speakng Up t01 Moralrty and Church Growth" 

(Women's ClaSI) 
2 10-3 00 PM "ChurCh GrO'N!h.., tho Fot Centuty ChurCh" 
3 10-4 00 PM "Open Forum" 
4:00· 7:00 • • M. INTUMISSION 
7 00-7 30 P M CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7 3().8 30 PM "'Young Marr.eds a Speaal FOfce lfl Church GtOWih" 

TUUDAY, MARCH U, 1000 

(Wayne Cox) 
(Allen Webster) 
(Shleoy Gnontl 

(Eddy Gilpin) 

(Giann M. Lee) 
(Toney Smith) 

(Anita Hochdorf} 
(Glenn Hitchcock) 

(Garland Elkins.) 

(Billy Smith I 

9 00.9 50 A M "Copyng the Mega Chu'c:hes, 1 e Willow Croek. U10 of Setf Appointed 
GrD'N!h Expens to GrO'N" (Bobby Liddell) 

1000.10 50 A M "Cornm'-"'IY ChurCh Maroa and ChurCh GrO'N!h" (Bon Vick) 
10 00.10 50 A M 'VIrves of RestorahOn leaders and Church Growth""' 

{Women•• ClaSI) 
1 1 00-1 1 50 A M "Deacons Must Enhance Church Growth" 
11 00.1150AM 

Class t "Role cl Bible SChool and VBS.., ChurCh GrO'N!h" 
Class 2 "Role cl Edl'ocotoon and ChurCh GrO'N!h" 
Clus 3 ""Rolo ol Contac:tJng NI'NCOmors. Visltcn .n Ct-uch GID'Nlh'" 
Class 4 "'Ctu"ch Gtowth and Addng Ctv1shan Graces"" 

11:50-1:10 LUNCH 
1 10.2 00 PM ""Church Growth and tho Powor of tho Cross"' 
I 10-2 00 P M 

(lola Duncan ) 
(Ed White) 

(Danny Cottrell) 
(BUI Lyons) 

(nm Nichols) 
(James Boyd) 

(Sidney While I 

Cbss 1 " Church Growth JeopardiZ.od by B1llng and OevOU"eng one Another"' (Marvin Rickett) 
Class 2 "Ctudl Gtowth and Prayer (BIIty Michael Jones) 
CLan 3 "'Chrts.ban Women n the~ and Ctuth GtOOA1h'" 

(Women'• Clan) 
2 t0-3 00 P t.t "ChurCh GrO'N!h Dumg lho Early RestoratiOn Movomoru· 

PROSPIC11VI SlUDINTS AND SUPPOR1UIS SIMINAR 
3 10.-1 00 P M "Open Forum" 
4:0~7:00 P.M. INTIAioUSSION 
7 00-7 30 P M CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
7 30-8 30 P M "Young Pecpte a Specoal Force in ChurCh GrO'N!h" 

Billy M.Jonos 

lf][i}] 
Irena C. Tay1or 

{Dorothy Mosher) 
(Joel Morrison} 

(Garland Elkin&) 

(B. J . Clor1<e) 

W. D. Jo«coat 

WIDHUDAY,MAJICH H, 1000 
9 00-9 SO AM ""Adopting Proachlng Policy or No Offonco Croa!ed, Nothtng 'Negohve,' 

No Namo-Calhog to Grow" { Roy J . H .. m) 
10 00.10 50 AM "'ramaiSksts vs Gospel Proach.r.g, Speaal Music, Perlormance vs Paltcipatory 

'.vorshtp and Ct.sch GIOONth"" ( Harrell Davidson) 
10 00-10 SOA.M 'Vast Value ol Ladles" Days and Ct-uch Growth"' 

(Women'e Class) 
11 00-11 SOAM '"Preachers Must Enhance Church Gtowth'" 

Class 1 '"Role of Ctv•shan Co4Jogos, Youth Camps .n Church Growth'" 
Class 2· "'Rote ol Benevolence tn Church GrOW1h'" 
Class 3' "Rolo ollnv1t1ng Othors in Church GrD'Nth" 
Class 4 "Church Gtowth and Fa11hful Attendance" 

11:50·1:10 WNCM 
I ID-2Jl0 PM "ChurCh Growth and True ,_shop" 
I 10-2 00 P M 

Cl.ass 1 "'Chlsc:h Gtowth AQat'\sC Gloat Odds {ReveLahon)"' 
Class 2 "ChurCh GrO'N!h lind ChurCh Doscoplno" 
Ctau 3 "Servng Those In Need and Church Growtn"" 

(Women's Claa.s) 
2 10·3 00 P M "Church GrO'Nth 0\orong the t 940's-1960'&" 
3 10-4 00 PM "Open Forum· 
4:0~7:00 P.M. IHTUMISSION 
7 00.7 30 PM CONGREGATlONAL SINGING 
7 30-8 30 P M "'k* Chnshans a Speoal Foree n Churdl Growth'" 

YHURSOAY, MARCH JO, 1000 

{Irene Teylor) 
(Keith A. Mosher, Sr.) 

(Ronnie Hayes) 
(Randy Vaughn) 

(Jim Grlbble) 
(Russell Kline) 

(Goty Colley) 

(Albert McDaniel) 
(D.Jvid Loon ey) 

(Annette Cates) 
(Fiavil Nichola) 

(Gor1and Elkins) 

(G.1r1.1nd Elkins) 

9 00·9 SO AJ.-t -sheep Steal.no Butkhng One B.g Church at Expense of Small Ones to Grow'" 

10 00.10 SO AM "Enter1annent M arua and Ctuch Growth'" 
10 00.10 50 A M 'Wives, Mothers, and Grandmotllof's and Church Growth'" 

(Women•a Class) 
11 00-11 SOAM "'Oiblo Sehoot Toachors Must Enhance Church Growth"" 
II 00.11 501\.M 

Class 1 ''Role of Pulpit Preachtng 11'1 Church Growth'" 
Clan 2 .. Rote of Good Songong., ChurCh GrO'Nth" 
Class 3 ''RoSe ol Parents and tho Homen Cl'u'ch Growth" 
Class 4 "ChurCh GrO'N!h and Eocn a Per-sonal Wo<klf' 

11:50 -1:10 P.M. WNCH 

(Jtny Manin) 
(Tlm RJco) 

(Joan Liddell) 
{ Noah Hackworth) 

(Jimmy Young) 
(W. D. Jeffcoat} 

(Tom Brfght) 
(nmAye~) 

I 10- 2 00 P M "ChurCh GrO'N!h lind a Oedoalled. Workl'10. OptmoSioc Membership" (BarTy Grldor) 
I 10· 200P M 

Class 1 "Church Growth \fllhen F311h Is Under F.ro (I. II Poter)'" 
Class 2 "Church Growth and tho Powor of ElCamplo'" 

(Mike McDaniel) 
(Tony Lawrence) 

Class 3 ""Uso of Phone, Cards, lettors. E-Ma d. V11111. otc, and ChurCh Gtowtn" 
(Women'• Class) 

2 1() .. 3 00 P M '"Chu"ch Gtowt.h and the Gloat Debates"' 
3 10 • 4 00 PM "Open Fenno" 
4:00 • 7:00 P.M. lfmltuUSSION 
7 00 • 7 30 PM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

(Cindy Colley) 
(David Saln) 

(Garland Elkins) 

7 30 • 8.30 PM "'Knowvlg We Shall Reap a Speaal FOtce 10 Church GtOW1h"' (Robert R. Teylor, Jr.) 

NOTE: There will be classes and activities for pre-school children doily, and also 

for the evening classes. WA11R/ WC111KAL HOOIIUPS PROVJOIJ), 
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Potpourri ••. 
W e have gotten 2000 off to a dazzling start. 

To begin with the y2k bug was extermi
nated long before the calendar rolled up a 

New Year, and the whole scare was a farce. We are 
knee deep in the year 2000 and the trumpet that will 
one-day sound has not been heard. In the second 
place, the Firm Foundation is still rolling along, just 
like Old Man River. Most important the church, 
which lives in the undying Word of an invisible and 
immortal God, is still "a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but "is "holy and 
without blemish," which does not surprise us at all. 
That which is unholy and blemished is not within 
the pale of that blood-bought-body. We exhort you 
to take thought for things honorable. 

Anyway, we must remember that Jesus is coming 
again. It is our responsibility to be prepared. "There
fore be ye also ready; for in an hour that ye think not 
the Son of man cometh., 

Good 
OThe Richwood church in Brazoria County, 

where Carl Hecker is the preacher, recently con
cluded its annual lectures. Ron Cosby of Disney, 
Okla,. presented lessons teaching New Testament 
Christianity. Cosby is a good Bible student and effec
tive teacher. 

OThe Graeber Road church in Rosenberg, where 
Allen Hahn is the preacher, is suppling funds to al
low the Firm Foundation to send the paper to native 
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missionaries in foreign nations. Many preachers in 
India, Africa, and China request the paper but do 
not have the money to subscribe. We are grateful to 
the Graeber Road church for this help. 

OLloyd Ellison, a member at Graeber Road in 
Rosenberg, on his own initiative prepared business 
cards advertising a free Bible correspondence course. 
He began handing these out to everyone he met and 
encouraged other members of the church to do the 
same. In a very short time, he enrolled 13 7 students 
in a study of the Bible. We know this works in Africa 
and India; now we know it also works in America. 

A word to the wise ought to be sufficient. 

Alld Here Comes farl 
O"As resentment grows over Southern Baptist ef

forts to target Jews, Hindus, and Muslims for con
version, Chicago's religious leaders have asked the 
nation's largest Protestant denomination to back off 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

"Soundness - Balance - Integrity" 

Tuition Free • Two-year Program 
College Level • Personal Attention 

Housing Available • Preaching Opportunities 
Limited Financial Aid • VA Benefits 
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Classes for Wives 

Under oversight of Karns Elders since 1971 

.James L. Meadows, Director 
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Knoxville, TN 37931 
(423) 691-7444 • Fax (423) 691-9692 



plans for bringing 100,000 missionaries to the city 
next summer." 

The Council of Religious Leaders of Metropoli
tan Chicago, representing the Catholic Archdio
cese of Chicago and 39 other major Christian 
and Jewish institutions, sent a letter warning 
that the high profile evangelical blitz proposed 
by the Southern Baptists in June could poison 
interfaith relations and indirectly contribute to 
violence (Chicago Tribune. Nov 28, 1999). 

Are the Baptist wrong to try to convert Jews, 
Hindus, and Muslims to Christ (or their concept of 
Christ)? If yes, we better get off the Great Commis
sion (Mark 16:15-16). If no, we better get busy do
ing the very thing "The Council of Religious Leaders 
of Metropolitan Chicago" condemn. 

By the way, how does the Baptist position square 
with "Judge not that ye be not judged?" Or, to put it 
in other words, "Is it wrong to judge?" 

Follow up (Chicago Tribune, Nov 30, 1999) 
"Southern Baptists vowed they will press a campaign 
to bring 100,000 missionaries to Chicago despite the 
misgivings of local religious leaders.,, 

S.D. Liberty sent word that Chicago's rebuff of 
Southern Baptist's plans to convert Muslims and 
Hindus might foment "hate crimes against minori
ties." ,,.,,,. 

OTALLAHASSEE - The State said Tuesday that 
it is halting production of a license plate with a 
crayon drawing of two children and the words 
"Choose Life" until a lawsuit against it is resolved. 

Critics of the plate contend it is a political state
ment. Supporters argue it is simply a statement in fa
vor of adoption (Chicago Tribune, Dec 1, 1999). 

ra&e 
OAnother fad has cropped up. This one comes 

from France and was spawned by a desire for unity 
following World War II (1940s). Look out for it. The 
program consists of sitting in quite meditation, and 
sticking candles in sand. It is represented as something 
that is "simple and soothing." It sounds kind of New 
Age, as in Hinduism, which is Old Age (Chicago Tri
bune, Dec. 3, 1999 - and thanks again, Earl Davis). 

Jo Tell 
OA recent Illinois law making it mandatory to 

notify communities when a child sex offender moves 
into their neighborhood, increased sentences for 
gang-related crimes, comes down hard on DWI's, 
punishes removing identification marks on guns, and 
condemns gunrunning. The Illinois Supreme Court 

invalidated the law (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 3, 1999 
-just 'fore Christmas). 

MusiiJDS 
OA high-tech company has announced the reso

lution of a dispute that began when 30 Muslim con
tract employees in Atlanta quit their jobs. They said 
they were not allowed to pray during work breaks. 
Muslims had asked to take two five-minute prayer 
breaks each 8-hour shift (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 3, 
1999). 

Audio Cassette Sermon Album 
Vol. 1-4 by Foy E. Wallace .Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) ................................. $59.95 
• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) ••••••.•..• 15.95 

• Volume 1 (4 tapes) 
•Keynotes of Scripture 
•Remember the Words of Jesus 
•The Kingdom of Heaven 
•Salvation 

• Volume 2 (4 tapes) 
•The Church of Christ- Its Principles and Plea 
•The Church - lost and Found 
•The First Gospel Sermon 
•The Church -The Divine Plan of Salvation 

• Volume 3 (4 tapes) 
•How and Why Men Disobey God 
•God's Message to Man and How It Is Sent 
•The Disciples Prayer 
•The Gospel of the Beatitudes 

• Volume (4 tapes) 
•The Meaning of Faith 
•The Word of the Cross 
•The Resurrection Gospel 
•The Story That Never Grows Old 

Books available by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• The One Book (hb) •..•.......•••••••••••••••••••••...•..••• $24.95 
• God's Prophetic Word (pb) ............................... 18.95 
• Neal-Wallace Discussion {pb) ••••••••........•••••••••• 17.95 
• The Book of Revelation (pb) ............................ 18.95 
• The Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit (pb) 

••••••••••••••..••..............•••.•.•.••.•••...••••••• 9.95 
• The Gospel for Today (hb) ••.•...••....•.•.•....••••••..•. 29.95 
• An Evaluation of the New International Version (pb) 

. ......••.•.•.••.••.••••••••••.•..•.•.••.•••••••••••.••• 8.95 
• The Truth about the Revised Standard Version (pb) 

••••••••••••.•••••...............•............••••••.... 8.95 
• Current Issues (pb) ............................................. 4.95 
• Commentary/Romans, Galatians, Ephesians (hb) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 20.95 
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Divorce and ltc. 
OMichael Scott-Joyntt, who heads the working 

party on remarriage in the Church of England said, 
"If we allow the remarriage of divorcees to take 
place too easily, we undermine the witness to mar
riage. The question of how we hold together the 
convictions of marriage with the reality of marriages 
failing remains a delicate one." 

He was commenting on the Church of England 
rule that divorced persons may not be remarried in a 
church building and by a priest. By the way, the 
Church of England was founded in the turmoil of 
King Henry VIII's multiple marriages (Chicago Tri
bune~ Dec. 3, 1999). 

Whatever happened to "what God hath joined 
together let not man put asunder?" 

Sables 
OColumnist Kathleen Parker (Chicago Tribune~ 

Dec. 1, 1999) is a very witty woman. She reports 
that "Precious Bedell, who killed her baby, got out of 
prison." Precious took her crying 2-year-old into the 
bathroom of a Syracuse, N.Y., restaurant in 1979 
and beat her because the little girl spilled food on 
her dress. The baby, Lashonda, had seven skull frac
tures and never woke up. 

Precious got out on a technicality. She was never 
told of her right to accompany jurors when they vis
ited the bathroom where Lashonda was beaten to 
death. Judge Joseph Fahey thought this sufficient 
reason to let Precious out of jail. Isn't that precious? 

llelrdom 
OCarlos Brooks advises that a Minneapolis 79-

year-old man, Clayton Goward, seeks an heir for his 

U'Ae gj;A(e 
cuut 'Cfodtd,, SlJu~ 

By W. D. Jeffcoat 

, consider this book to be the most complete and exten
sive work that I have seen on this subject. It is well docu
mented both from a medical and biblical viewpoint, and 
should be used by all who are seriously Inclined to study 
these problem areas.• J. A. McNutt 

$12.95 per copy plus $2.75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ shipping for each additional copy 

Ssnd check or money order to 
Firm Foundation 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 7743G-0069 
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$375,000 estate. In July Goward put an ad in the 
Star Tribune asking for ideas on what to do with his 
estate. Goward wrote, "I'm hoping someone will en
lighten me and I can feel better about facing eter-
nity." · 

He received 34,000 replies. .,, .,, .,, 
OThe Advocate Health Care System is affiliated 

with the United Church of Christ and the Evangeli
cal Lutheran Church. A foundation called A Better 
World has funded AHCS to study, "population, de
velopment and reproductive health." A Better World 
Foundation is a big time £under of pro-abortion ad
vocacy and population control. Which, being inter
preted, means .controlling population by killing ba
~in~~~-M"%~~~~~in~ 
case of partial-birth abortion. The dicta seems to be 
"Save the world by killing the babies." Maranatha! 

OClarke D. Forsythe, writing in Christianity To
day~ makes note of the seemingly bizarre "discon
nect" at work in the mind of Middle America today: 
abortion is evil, but it is necessary. 

Murderer 
OJudge Jessica Cooper sentenced Jack 

Kevorkian to a term of ten-to-twenty years for assist
ing people to commit suicide, and in one case mur
dering the person, and denied him bail while he ap
peals the conviction. Our Season ijune/July) reports 
the judge's statement: 

This is a court of law and you said you invited 
yourself here to take a final stand. But this trial 
was not an opportunity for a referendum. The 
law prohibiting euthanasia was specifically re· 
viewed and clarified by the Michigan Supreme 
Court several years ago in a decision involving 
your very own cases, sir. So the charge here 
should come as no surprise to you. You invited 
yourself to the wrong forum. Well, we are a na· 
tion of laws, and we are a nation that tolerates 
differences of opinion because we have a civi· 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. Woods 

John ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $14.89 
}BIDes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.99 
1, I Peter, John, Jude •••••••••••••••••• 14.99 

$3.00 •hipping for one book 
add .SOles tor additional boolcs. 
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lized and a 'nonviolent way of resolving our con
flicts that weighs the law and adheres to the law. 
We have the means and the methods to protest 
the laws with which we disagree. You can criti
cize the Ia~, you can write or lecture about the 
law, you can speak to the media or petition the 
voters. But you must always stay within the lim
its provided by the law. You may not break the 
law. You may not take the law into your own 
hands .... [W]e are not talking about assisted sui
cide here. When you purposely inject another 
human being with what you know to be a lethal 
dosage of poison, that, sir, is murder. And the 
jury so found. Now, you've vilified the jury and 
the justice system in this case .... [N]o one is un
mindful of the controversy and emotion that ex
ists over end-of-life issues and pain control. And 
I assume that the debate will continue in a calm 
and reasoned forum long after this trial and 
your activities have faded from public memory. 
But this trial is not about that controversy. The 
trial was about you, sir. It was about you and the 
legal system. And you have ignored and chal
lenged the Legislature and the Supreme Court. 
And moreover, you've defied your own profes-

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 
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sion, the medical profession. You stood before 
this jury and you spoke of your duty as a physi
cian. You repeatedly speak of treating patients to 
relieve their pain and suffering. You don't have a 
license to practice medicine .... This trial was 
not about the political or moral correctness of 
euthanasia. It was all about you, sir. It was about 
lawlessness. It was about disrespect for a society 
that exists and flourishes because of the strength 
of the legal system .... So let's talk just a little bit 
more about you specifically. You were on bond 
to another judge when you committed this of
fense, you were not licensed to practice medi
cine when you committed this offense and you 
hadn't been licensed for eight years. And you 
had the audacity to go on national television, 
show the world what you did, and dare the legal 
system to stop you. Well, sir, consider yourself 
stopped. 

To ,,,., or Not fo Pray 

OFor years North High School in· Calvert 
County, Maryland, had student-led prayer at com
mencement. Earlier this year the ACLU protested, 
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and the school ruled that the student who wished to 
pray could call for a silent "time for reflection," but 
without mentioning God. Come the commencement 
and the time for reflection, a voice in the crowd in
toned "Our Father who art in heaven" and soon at 
least half the crowd joined in. The ACLU stated, 
"The real loser here is the Constitution and the right 
of people to express dissent." I expect that some of 
the people thought that is exactly what they were 
doing. 

Sodom ••" flew fori Gtr 
0 Just before the Gay Pride Parade, a homo

sexual newspaper, New York Blade, was distributed 
door to door. In addition to glowing stories on male 
prostitutes and porno stars, along with classifieds of
fering or soliciting sundry sexual services, there were 
advertisements by Episcopal churches, including a 
large ad by the Cathedral Church of St. John the Di
vine for "A Sacred Celebration" of the thirtieth anni
versary of the Stonewall rebellion, featuring "The 
Honorable Barney Frank, the New York City Gay 
Men's Chorus, Lavender Light Gospel Choir, the 
Lesbian and Gay Big Apple Corps Band, and other 
very special guests." 

Get Out - fief Out 
OThe dean of Harvard Divinity School, Ronald 

Thiemann, was told to resign after it was discovered 
that he had pornography on his university computer. 
Dennis Prager, a Harvard campus observer and re
porter, observed that "If the dean were a homo
sexual man who had pictures of naked men on his 
computer, the chances that Harvard would tell him 
to resign are next to nothing. . .. Further, if that had 
been the case and Harvard made him resign charges 
of homophobia would engulf the university." In 
Prager's view, .Harvard's treatment of Thiemann 
shows ~heterophobia." ,,,, 

OThe Methodist Church in Britain is consider
ing whether to allow drinking alcoholic beverages at 
its annual conference. The majority view was "that 
there was scope for responsible individual drinking." 
Think about that - responsible drinking. 

Brou6a6a 
OThe Brooklyn Museum of Art displayed a 

painting called The Holy Virgin Mary, which had 
clumps of elephant dung pasted on Mary and a back
ground of bottoms and genitalia cut out of porno
graphic magazines. This caused an uproar when the 

3 0 ~=~nd!~~~ 

Mayor of the Big Apple threatened to cut off financ
ing of the exhibit. Chris Ofili, the artist who painted 
the picture, said "while news reports have described 
his paintings as being splattered with dung, the 
clumps are actually carefully placed on each canvas." 
Ofili is currently working on a painting called 
"Magic Monkey" that tries "to capture the three 
powerful elements of life: sex, money, and drugs." 
These are represented by separate (and carefully 
placed) clumps of elephant dung and colored tops he 
buys at the grocery store. 
Slllppel 

GAs thousands of worshipers gathered on New 
Year's Eve in Union Square in San Francisco to sing 
songs, recite poetry and welcome Year 2000 with pi
ety and reflection, a seven-story martini glass tow
ered above them, and dropped an enormous olive at 
the stroke of midnight. Rita Semel, executive vice 
chairwoman of San Francisco's Interfaith Council, 
said, "The service is more of a looking forward to 
next year in a more spiritual and thoughtful way" 
(Chicago Tribune, via Earl Davis - Thanks Earl). ,., .. ,,, 

OColleen Connell, ACLU attorney, claimed that 
partial-birth abortions are rare events, performed 
most often when the woman's health is in grave dan
ger. But Dr. Martin Haskell, who has performed 
over 1,000 partial-birth abortions, has admitted that 
80 percent are purely elective rather than for health 
reasons. D. James McMahon testified before the U. 
S. House Judiciary Constitution Subcommittee that 
of 2,000 partial-birth abortions, only 9 percent in
volved maternal health, with the most serious condi
tion being depression (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 26, 
1999, via Earl Davis). ,,,,. 

OThe 10 rules engraved on tablets of stone by 
the finger of God and transported by Moses con
tinue to be the best fundamental standard for human 
conduct. The ten rules say: 

1. Fear God 
2. Worship God 
3. No idolatry 
4. Honor your parents 
5. No dirty-talk 
6. No murder 
7. No adultery 
8. No stealing 
9. No false witness 

10. No coveting 



The God-given ten rules are the true basis of mo
rality. They are understandable. If applied, the bane 
of society is remedied. First-graders can grasp and 
apply the instruction. It boils right behavior down to 
a fragrant essence. 

Here's the rub. 
In America today the 4,000-year-old ten rules 

are regarded as treacherous. They must never be dis
played in any facility supported with taxpayer's dol
lars. 

If people were taught these rudimentary ele
ments of how to behave, no telling what mischief 
would result. Muslims, Hindus, and atheists would 
be seriously offended. So, our highest court has 
ruled out the 10 rules. That should make even a 
stone image weep. 

The Chicago Tribune (Nov. 24, 1999) reports 
that a Santa Ana, Ca. School board reversed a deci
sion to post the 10 commandments in district of
fices, saying it could not afford to fight the American 
Civil Liberties Union ("civil" liberties, did you say?). 

If you look again at the 10 ancient edicts you 
will immediately see how very dangerous they are. 

Even more pernicious are the beatitudes of Jesus: 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 
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P.O. Box 210667 ·Bedford, Texas 76095 
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• Be humble 
• Grieve over sin 
• Be civil 
• Desire right doing 
• Be forgiving 
• Be pure in thought 
• Make peace 
• Endure reproach 
• Rejoice 
If everyone in all the earth lived by the 10 rules 

and the 9 blessings, the world would be an unendur
able and dangerous place, would it not? Yes! It 
would not! 

Still, our courts-of-law thumb their noses at 
Moses and Jesus, and call right wrong and wrong 
right. 

lda6oans 
Ois a cross on private property unconstitutional? 

A former American Atheists spokesman is campaign
ing against a 60-foot cross that overlooks Boise, 
Idaho. The Idaho Jaycees built the cross on public 
land in 1956 and purchased the plot for $100 in 1972 
to avoid church-state problems. Chicago talk-show 
host Rob Sherman wants to sue, claiming the deal was 
rigged and the First Amendment violated. About 
10,000 people marched to the statehouse in protest of 
his efforts, with support from Lt. Gov. Butch Otter: 
"It is in private property that the roots of all freedom 
exist," he told the crowd. "You want to build a 
church, you want to start a religion, go get yourself a 
piece of private property" (World, Dec. 11, 1999). 

Processlonary Caterpillars 
0 Processionary Caterpillars feed on pine 

needles. They move through the trees in a long pro
cession, one leading and the others following -
each with his eyes half closed and his head snugly fit
ted against the rear extremity of his predecessor. 

Jean-Henri Fabre, French naturalist, after pa
tiently experimenting with a group of the caterpil
lars, finally enticed them to the rim of a flowerpot. 
He succeeded in getting the first one connected up 
the last one, forming a circle, which moved in pro
cession, without beginning or end. 

Fabre expected that after a while they would get 
tired of their useless march- but not so. 

Through force of habit the living, creeping circle 
kept moving around the rim of the pot - round and 
round - keeping he same relentless pace for seven 
days and nights. 

Incidentally, a supply of food was close at hand, 
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but it was outside the range of the circle so they con
tinued the beaten path. 

They were following instinct - habit- custom. 
The caterpillars meant well, but they got no 

place. Activity is not always accomplishment. 

06/ecf lessoa 
OProfessional basketball player Latrell Sprewell 

shouted profanities and vulgar remarks toward fans 
at a New York Knicks game in Oakland. In Decem
ber he choked coach P. J. Carlesimo. At the Knicks 
game Mr. Carlesimo approached Sprewell at mid
court in hopes of shaking hands, but the player 
turned his back. Now, isn't that a pretty dish to set 
before the King? 

fducatloa 
OJacob Sullum (Reason, Jan. 2000) expressed 

surprise that students in public school who go 
through an anti-drug program called Dare are as 
likely to use drugs as students who do not go 
through the program. The greatest influence on the 
children is the training they receive at home. Those 
counseled by parents to "dare to say no" and whose 
parents set the right example are least likely to use 
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drugs. This points up the importance of the home in 
the nurturing of children (See Eph. 6:4}. Jews were 
commanded to speak to their offspring about God 
and his law throughout the day and in every season 
(Deut. 6:7}. The more glorious Law of Christ de
serves an even more diligent application of parents 
constantly taking time to be with and to instruct 
their children. 

Anti-mille 
O"Milk products, like tobacco products, are an 

enormous threat to the health of both children and 
adults," according to Robert Cohen, author of Milk 
the Deadly Poison. Cohen also "believes that the se
cret to optimum health is giving up milk." The Phy
sicians Committee for Responsible Medicine calls 
milk "the number one health hazard facing young 
children and adults." 

Horrors! What will the babies do? 

A6i1eae 
OThe Abilene Reporter News (Oct. 1, 1999) says 

that the Big Country Emmaus held a community 
gathering at Highland Church of Christ [building] 
425 Highland on Tuesday (Oct. 5, 1999). The article 
says that at the gathering the Walk to Emmaus pro
gram will be explained and the "remainder of the 
meeting will include singing, preaching, and com
munion." Surely the Abilene Reporter misreported 
this event. Surely they would not have communion 
on Tuesday. Surely that would not join hands in 
open fellowship with denominations. Surely ... well 
maybe. We would be happy to have a denial from 
the Highland church, but don't hold your breath. 

OOn another day (Nov. 27, 1999) The Abilene 
Reporter News informed its readers that Lili Nezzer, 
a junior at ACU, with the apparent approval of the 
university, is spearheading a program to gather toys 
for the Salvation Army to distribute to kids in pov
erty. We wonder why the church couldn't do that
if it needed to be done. 

(Our thanks to a dear sister who made us aware 
of this information about Abilene.) 

06servatloa 
0 Earl West, a professor of church history at 

Harding Graduate School in Memphis, is reported 
[Christian Chronicle, Dec. 1999] to have said that 
the steady drift from Restoration principles is of 
concern. The professor said, "It takes courage to 
stand up against popular feelings, and I'm afraid 
we'll see fewer courageous people." 



Good flews 
OThe Bear Valley Bible Institute Of Denver con

ducted a successful campaign in New Zealand. The 
Church of Christ in Hamilton, New Zealand, has a 
renewed enthusiasm for evangelism as a result of a 
Campaign for Christ held July 1-12, 1999 by eleven 
workers under the direction of the Bear Valley Bible 
Institute of Denver, Colorado. The campaign was di
rected by Roger Shepherd, Director of Evangelism 
and Missions. The other ten workers were Dr. J .J. 
Turner, President, Isabel Turner, Dean of Women, 
Haiwathia Jones, Director of Development, Byron 
Benitez, Personal Evangelist for the Bear Valley 
Church of Christ, Daniel Foster, graduate of BVBID, 
David Lawrence and Brian Tipps, preachers from 
Winchester, Tenn., Alma Torres, from San Diego, 
Calif., and Terry and Donna Smalling, students at 
BVBID. We were assisted by all of the line members 
at the church which meets on 3 60 Peachgrove Road, 
Hamilton, New Zealand. They did a marvelous job 
in hosting this campaign. 

The approach taken in the campaign was a Res
toration or Back to the Bible message. Campaigners, 
shared the gospel of Jesus Christ by showing these 
people how to study the Bible for themselves and by 
themselves. This is a New Testament approach to 
Bible study. Philip guided the Ethiopian in how to 
study for himself (Acts 8:25-40). We must guide the 
prospect in learning salvation from the Bible. In the 
event of this campaign the prospect was taught that 
we can go back to the Bible as the only authority in 
religion and restore New Testament Christianity 
(Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 26:29; 1 Pet. 4:16). We must 
restore the church of the New Testament in all the 
world! 

How's zat, Doctor West? 

Olof 
OLeroy Garret in his little paper, Once More 

with Love (Dec. 1999, No. 40) said : 

Those who look for meaningful change in 
Churches of Christ have cause to be encouraged. 
Some instances: 

The Central Church of Christ in 'Fayette, Ala
bama hosted the annual Thanksgiving service of 
the cooperating churches in that city. The pastor 
of a Baptist church was the main speaker. Randy 
Harris is the minister at the Central church. 

In Pampa, Texas a Church of Christ, an Inde
pendent Christian Church, and a Disciples of 
Christ congregation had a joint Sunday evening 
service that brought over 400 people together at 

the Disciples' facility. They dined, sang, and 
prayed together, and Doug Foster of ACU led 
them in a study of their common heritage. 

The Farmers Branch Church of Christ near 
Dallas recently hired a non-Church of Christ 
youth minister. The elders instructed the search 
committee to find the best qualified person. It 
came up with a young man of PentecostaVBap
tist background (Christ for the Nations and 
Criswell colleges!), who was at first reluctant to 
work with a Church of Christ. This is a first 
among us insofar as I know. It was not without 
some trauma in the congregation ('He'll have 
our kids speaking in tongues!'). Latest report af
ter several months: It is all going great! 

In june of 2000 the Woodmont Hills Church 
of Christ in Nashville, where Rubel Shelly min
isters, will help host a Billy Graham Crusade, 
which may be Graham's last. Those who 'make a 
decision to follow jesus Christ' will select a 
counselor to guide them in their commi.fment. 
Several Church of Christ ministers will be 
among the counselors, including Rubel. 

The ACU Lectures continue to be more open. 
The LectUres for 2000 in February will have 
representation from the Independent Christian 
Church. I have also been invited to be on the 
program, which some will see as at least a mod
est change. 

We are cautiously optimistic about these 
changes. 

Hello, Doctor West, you may be right - you are 
right! 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: Please explain Romans 8:29-30, and 
how it bears on the doctrine of predestination. 

Answer: "For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them 
he also called: and whom he called, them he also jus
tified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified, 
(Rom. 8:29-30). 

Here, as so often elsewhere in the Sacred Writ
ings, it is imperative that the context be considered 
to the proper understanding of the text under study. 
There are those who have been "called." These are 
said to have been called by the "gospel." (v. 28 .) 
Those who are called "according to his purpose" are 
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described as the ones who "love God." Those who 
love God are the ones who keep his commandments 
(1 John 5:3 ). Therefore, the called who are contem
plated here are those who have responded to the 
gospel, and who lovingly keep the Lord's command
ments. Those who have so done have perfect assur
ance that whatever occurs, it will be made to work 
out to their advantage; no power on or under the 
earth can defeat the divine plan, because those he 
foreknew (recognized as his own) he predestinated 
(determined) that they should conform (in life and in 
conduct) "to the image of his Son." These, he pur
posed from the beginning to be called by the gospel, 
to be justified by the obedience of faith and glorified 
at the end of the age by eternal salvation. 

It will thus be seen that the divine purpose is the 
premise upon which the apostle's affirmation stands. 
Following the tragic fall of man in Eden, God deter
mined to provide a plan by which to redeem the 
race, and this plan remained in purpose until per
fected in the atonement, the effects of which will not 
be fully realized until man is glorified in the age to 
come. The view contemplated is that which existed 
in the beginning; and, the steps are those, which 
were to follow as the plan became operative. It must, 
therefore, be obvious that it was not the intent of the 
apostle to describe actual or arbitrary proceedings 
but such as were to follow logically in the ultimate 
discharge of the plan. The verbs called, justified and 
glorified are all in the past tense. The "glory" await
ing the called is at the termination of this age (Rom. 
8:18). This could not have already occurred at the 
time Paul penned the statement. Vast portions of the 
race had not been born, and could not then have an
swered the call. Therefore, the description is of ideal 
(and not actual) persons - those possessed of the 
character which conforms to the image of the Son -
- who respond to the call of the gospel (2 Thess. 
2:14) and who thus put themselves among those 
who "from the beginning" have been chosen "to sal
vation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth" (2 Thess. 2:13). 



It will aid greatly in the understanding of this 
passage if, in the light of the foregoing facts, we see, 
in one grand panorama, God's great scheme of re
demption from the moment it began to appear until 
it is consummated in the glorification of the re
deemed on golden shores when sin and Satan have 
been destroyed and the world is no more. There, 
amid the hosts of heaven, the work is done, redemp
tion is a fact and the purpose of God has been fully 
realized. Thus viewed, the steps, in reverse order, 
will then appear as the answers to the following 
questions are noted: Whom did Jehovah glorify? 
Those whom he justified. Whom did he call? Those 
whom he purposed to be conformed to the image of 
his Son. Whom did he purpose so to conform? 
Those whom he foreknew. Whom did he foreknow? 

Question: Will there be degrees of enjoyment in 
heaven, and degrees of punishment in hell? 

Answer: There are differences in the degree of 
spiritual growth - differences which should 

continue to increase up to death. Some die in the tri
umph of great faith, in full assurance that it is "very 
far better," to depart, and "to be with Christ" (Phil. 
1:23); others will be saved, though they have less 
spiritual development. To assume that individuals 
with disparity of spiritual growth and development 
will enter heaven on exactly the same attainment 
level requires the conclusion that either the highly 
developed will be moved backward, or the less spiri
tual will be arbitrarily moved forward. 

There are degrees of enjoyment among the saints 
on earth in the service of the Lord. These gradations 
are as numerous as the individuals who participate -
the difference being the spiritual level of the worship
pers. Some, for example, find absorbing interest in 
the preaching of the gospel; others, in the same audi
ence, and listening to the same presentation find the 
effort only mildly interesting or downright boring. 
This results in difference in the spiritual attainment 
levels. It is reasonable to suppose that these differ
ences will continue to exist in the heavenly realms. 

This argument from analogy may be extended 
and applied to the question: Will there be degrees of 
punishment in hell? It is reasonable to conclude that 
if there are variations of enjoyment in the Lord's 
work, here on earth, these variations will continue in 
heaven. This conclusion, in turn, becomes a premise 

Those whom he called. By what means did he call? 
The gospel. To whom did he direct the gospel? To 
every creature in the whole world (Matt. 28:18; 
Mark 16:15-16.) To whom were the blessings of the 
gospel given? To those who obeyed it (2 Thess. 
1:7-9; 1 John 2:4). These then (and only these) are 
those for whom all things work out for good in this 
life and, in the life to come, will be identified as 
those who were called, justified and glorified. Fi
nally, how may we be assured of being among those 
whom the Lord foreknew, predestinated, called, jus
tified and will ultimately glorify? By obeying the will 
of the Father, and by seeing to it that we are con
formable in life to the image of his Son. 

Freed-Hardeman Open Forum 
Pp. 141-142 

on which we may argue that differences will likewise 
obtain in the degree of punishment suffered by the 
lost -- differences determined by the opportunities 
available to, and spurned by them here on earth. 
This principle is recognized and followed in our hu
man criminal justice system. Some crimes are more 
serious than others, and are therefore deserving of 
greater punishment. Our codes of criminal proce
dure reflects the principle that men ought to be pun
ished in a manner commensurate to their guilt, and 
their guilt is determined by the responsibility of the 
person or persons accused. 

Our Lord recognized this principle, and applied 
to the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida (Matt. 
11:21-24). It will be "more tolerable," (it will fare 
better) with Tyre and Sidon in judgment than with 
them, because they had spurned their greater oppor
tunities. Capernaum, whose opportunities exceeded 
all others, since our Lord lived there for three years, 
will be judged by a stricter standard than Sodom, 
though Sodom will not escape judgment. 

This is also taught in the parable of the wicked 
servant. "And that servant, which knew his Lord's 
will, and prepared not himself, neither did according 
to his will shall be beaten with many stripes. But he 
that knew not, and . did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes" (Luke 
12:42-48). The "stripes" represent punishment; the 
"number" of stripes the degree of punishment. 

Jesus taught that (1) there are different levels of 
knowledge possessed by people; (2) there are differ
ent degrees of preparation; (3) there are variations 
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in the amount of service rendered; and (4) these dif
ferences will be the determining factor in the admin
istration of punishment. 

Some ·will suffer a "much sorer punishment," 
than others (Heb. 10:29). There is, then, a "sore" 
punishment, and there is a "sorer" punishment -
the comparative adjective indicating punishment 
greater than what would be described as "sore." 

It is equally clear that the righteous will enjoy 
heaven proportionate to the preparation and spiri
tual attainment which they make here. Daniel tells 
us that "they that tum many to righteousness," shall 
shine "as the stars for ever" (Dan. 12:3). Wtll those 
who turn only a few, or none at all, to righteousness, 
shine just as brilliandy as those who turn many to 
righteousness? If so, why was the promise made? 

At the end of the age, the Lord will "render unto 
every man according to his works," margin, 
("Greek, doing.") Will the "doing" of all men be ex
actly the same in that day, so that all will receive the 
same reward? If a group of a dozen men are paid 
"according to their doing," is it likely that checks in 
the same amount will be issued to all? (See Matt. 
16:27; Rom. 2:6; 14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10; Eph. 5:8; Rev. 
2:33; 1 Cor. 3:13; Rev. 14:13.) 

The work of preachers will be tried, "as by fire." 
(1 Cor. 3:15). Many converts (wood, hay or stubble) 
perish, with corresponding loss in reward to the 
preacher. Others "(gold, silver and precious stones) 
will endure, to the credit of the teacher. "If any 
man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire." Suffer 
loss of what? Not his salvation, because the text says 
"He himself shall be saved." The loss is in reward, 
not salvation. 

Jesus promised that "he that receiveth a prophet 
in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's re
ward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the 
name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man's reward" (Matt. 10:41). There is "a prophet's 
reward," and there is a "righteous man's reward," 
and they differ, not only from each other, but from 
all other rewards. If such distinction does not exist, 
the passage is without significance. 

But, what about the parable of ·the laborers in 
the vineyard? (Matt. 20:1-16). Did not those who 
came in the eleventh hour receive exactly the same 
amount of wages as those who came in at the first 
hour? Yes. Does not this refute any dteory that al
leges there will be a difference in the degree of en
joyment experienced by the saints in heaven? 

36 ~=~nd!~~~ 

If this parable deals with the life to come, it still 
does not oppose the idea of degrees of reward and 
punishment. All the saved shall receive the same 
wages - heaven. But, as there was a difference in 
the way each laborer enjoyed the blessings obtained 
by the wages, so there will be a similar disparity in 
the enjoyment which shall characterize those of dif
ferent attainment levels in the holy city. 

It is not certain this parable deals with the future 
life. It is probable that it was delivered to show that 
the Gentiles, who came in at "the eleventh hour," 
would enjoy the kingdom (soon to be established), 
and have the same privileges as the Jews who had 
been the favored people of the Lord for many centu
ries. Though last in point of invitation, they were to 
become first through their acceptance of, and dedi
cation to, the gospel. The Jews, through their rebel
lion and disbelief, would be cut off. 

All who go to heaven will enjoy it to the fullest 
extent of their ability. The extent, however, will be 
determined by their preparation here. Realization of 
this fact should spur us all to greater activity in the 
service of God. 
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Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. Wasilla _ Valley Ch~j; of Christ, P.O. Box Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745_3011 or (907) 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
373-5583 McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 

Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- -Ohio-
-Alabama-

320-9780 • • • • • Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 

Jacksonville - jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across &om jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30· a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 w. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
AI · Bl d s 10 11 7 w d 7 30 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. tannc v ., un. , a.m., p.m., e • : 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,jWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 -Oklahoma-·· ..... 

Northport (Tuscaloosa 8c University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44c1a Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Aahl~ eolleg~ program. Transportation 
availabl~ 

Mclboume - Church of North Melbourne, Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 

• • • • • Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Oranse Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
36 E, one mlle east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) n8-8961 or 7185 Penhing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
nS-8955 ••••• . p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only Orl..ndo-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
1 block&om Exit76 offl-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 
553-0546. • •••• 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950,85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892- Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
0?20, Dan Jones, preacher. Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 
- California -

-Idaho-
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
0388. Osric, preacher · 
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-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - ·Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

- Texas -
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. internet:http://web. wt.net!-dgal 

Firm Foundation 
has 

Bible Class Literature 
and 

Correspondences Courses 

1-800-572-3619 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. . . . . . 
Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Conley, Dobbs, MoffiH 
Catholic Debate Tapes 

$44.95 • VIdeo set 
Price Includes shipping. 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texaa n430 

1-800-572·3619 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The 

Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 

for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In rr.ost Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 
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-Virginia-
H ampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

-Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040 . 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11 :30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

$toUted cfa-pplg 

ffree 

Firm Foundation 
Year2000 

Wall Calendar 
23" wide x 34" high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 
1-10 calendar• .... $6.00 

11·16 calendars .... 10.00 
17-20 calendars .... 20.00 

Please encloss shipping with your order. 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texaa n430 

The Two 
Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds In 
the ~enomlnatlonal world and Is finding 
Its way Into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to 
discern and defeat the errors advanced 
by so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3. 75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

800·572-3619 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachen Needed 
Congregation of 50 mcmbcn in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-time minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you arc interested in working with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
attendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities and $400/month. Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
preaching and ministering to the body and the 
lost. Position available June 1. Send r~sum~, 
references, and tape (audio or video) of recent 
sermon and family photo to Church of Christ, 
attn. Ed Watts, P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834. 

Village Square Church of Christ, Chalmette, LA, is 
searching for pulpit minister for congregation of 
60-70. Send r~sum6 to Elders, Village Square 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1165, Chalmette, LA 
70043 or call Charles Whirley, (504) 393-7046, 
or evenings J. V. Russell (504) 271-5279. 

Questions 
and 

Answers 
Open Poraaa 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.85 
$3.50 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Firm Foundation 
P.o. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

800-572-3619 

Minister needed for the church at 307 7th Street, 
Branson, MO 65616. Send r6sumi to Melvin 
Wood, 148 Compton Ridge, Branson, MO 65616 

Consrcgation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send rbum~ and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elden. 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English 8c 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elden Gary Dec (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a r&um~ to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Preacher wanted: Southern Illinois congregation 
seeking a full-time or part-time minister. For 
consideration please send recent tape and r~sum~ 
to Church of Christ, 502 East Fihh St., Flora, IL 
62839. (618) 662-6616; (618) 662-8934; (618) 
662-2597. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new memben, and who can be as Paul •alJ thinss 
to an• of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send r&um~ 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
r~sum~ to Manhfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Conservative congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 
are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. Ellmore, chairman, at (765) 793-2387 

Full-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in part-

time work. Please send r&um~ to P.O. Box 427, 
LouisviUe, MS 39339. (601) 6n-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its fint full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its fmt 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oab Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX n382 (409) 273·0100 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35 +) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Ideal for the 
retired who wishes to continue in God's work. 
Will consider those interested in part-time work. 
Please send r~sum~ and recent tape to 445 
Crcekview Dr., Wewahitchka, FL 32465, or call 
(850) 639-3218 or email Wewachurch@aol.com. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1·800.551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Barpin Bookfinden, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books - The Lord's Church -
Past, Present, Future (1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 'Isms (1997) $14.50. 
Write or call for list of others. Most boob available 
on CD. Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393· 
2690. Add $2.00 shipping ac handling on single 
book orden. Multiple orden sent and billed. 

Church BuUetins Bound • $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.com/binding.html 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

100 sermon oudines by Brodie Crouch on the 
internet at http://sprhill.net/bcrouch/ 

Free: 150 Church Gospel Songs 8c Hymns; 25 
Christian Hymns; 25 King James Pew Bibles (all or 
any). Heidenheimer Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
177, Heidenheimer, TX 76533 

Free: Pews, 22, 14' padded pews given to any 
congregation in need. You pick up and carry away. 
Call Chris, (504) 2n-5548 (evenings) or J. V. 
Russell (504) 271-5279. 
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Firm Foundation 
Alternate VBS Literature 

LOVE IS THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
To show that the command to love God first 
Is the foundation of all Christianity and 
service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
To show that our love for God which Is the 
foundation of our Christianity Is manifested 
In the way we love our neighbors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13:1-2) 
To show that the Great Command Second 
One will lead us to love all the people In all 
the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
To show that love In the home Is possible 
when we apply the Word of God to our 
horne relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 1 0:24) 

· To show that Christian love Is so lm-
. ·portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctty without lt. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1-800.572-3619 

Sample ldts mll.ft be returned by June J, 2000 for refund. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
February 2000 

Address service requested. 

Firm Foundation 
2000 VBS Literature 

God's Wonderful World 

Lesson 1: God Is Real 
(Heb. 11; Rom. 1; Psa. 19) 
To give a reason for the hope that Is In 
believers concerning the existence of God. 
and In the accuracy and excellency of His 
revelation 

Lesson 2: God Did Create 
(Gen. 1-2; Hob. 11:3) 
To Instill confidence In the biblical account of 
the origin of the universe. 

Lesson 3: God Has Spoken 
(2 Tim. 3:1~17; 2 Pet 1:12-21; 1 Cor. 2:9-16) 
To give the basis for an abiding faith In the 
Bible as the verbally Inspired and Infallible 
Word of God. dependable and complete. 

Lesson 4: God Gave Jesus 
(John 3:16; Heb. 1:1 to 2:18) 
To prove the deity of Jesus and to show 
how he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power by his resurrection from the 
4ead. and that the grace of salvation comes 
to us through the obedience of Christ and 
our own obedience. 

Lesson 5: God Caused Miracles 
(John 1:1-5; 1:14; 20:30-31; Heb. 2:1-4) 
To show the nature and credibility of the 
·miracles of the Bible and to show how 
supernatural acts conflnn divine revelation. 

Order your umplelclt todayl 
· 1-BOG-572-3818 

Sample kits mus.t be retumed by June 1, 2IJOO for refund. 

Bulk Rate 
U.S.Pos1ap 

PAID 

Dallas, TX 
Permit No.l863 
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((The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2000 

I Vol. 115 Houston, Texas • March 2000 No.3 

(This piece was written more than 50 years ago by a man who was without peer in debate. Brother Porter 
was especially effective when in the negative. He fed the church with meat and the disciples were well grounded 
and strong in faith. This kind of teaching will keep us strong.) 

The Sin of Denominationalis 
By W. Curtis Porter, deceased 

The results of denominationalism show it to be 
displeasing to God. Here are few reasons: 
It Makes Infidels. Unity and division have op

posite effects. What one builds the other destroys. 
What one makes the other unmakes. They lead in 
different directions. Unity among people who be
lieve the Bible to be the Word of God wi ll do much 
to lead men to God. Jesus prayed : "That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that the world may 
believe that thou hast sent me" Oo hn 17:21) . The 
purpose of unity is here made plain - "that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me." Un ity 
inakes believers. If it is necessary for believers in 
Christ to be one that the world may believe on hi m 
then division is certain to have the opposite effect. 
Denominationalism is a prolific source of infidelity 
today. When you think of hundreds of conflicting re
ligions being claimed as authorized by the same 
book, the Bible, what could one expect but infidel
ity? Men who reason would not be wi ll ing to accept 
a book that is filled with conflicting ideas. But the 
Bible must be regarded as such a book if denomina
tionalism is to be accepted. One church teaches that 
man is saved by faith alone; another teaches that 
faith alone is not sufficient. One church claims salva
tion may be had without any conditions; another 

teaches that salvation is conditional. Some declare 
that a child of God can never so act as to be lost at 
last, while others say he may fa ll away and be lost. 
By some it is taught that immersion is the only scrip
tural form of baptism, but others insist that it may be 
by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion. And yet all 
cla im to get their teaching from the Bible. To en
dorse denominationalism is to say that all these con
flicting theories are true and to regard the Bible as a 
book of inconsistencies and contradictions, and it re
sults in infidels. But the Bible does not teach all these 
conflicting doctrines; nor does it endorse the exist
ence of denominations. Unity must be based on Bible 
teaching (1 John 1:7). 

It Makes God Contradict Himself . This is closely 
allied to the point already discussed. Denomina
tional preachers of all types claim a divine call to 
their ministry. They claim to be preaching because 
God in a direct way has ca lled them to preach. But 
how inconsistent that would make God! According 
to the claims of denominationalism God calls one 
man to preach Methodist doctrine and to build up 
the Methodist Church. He calls another man to 
preach Baptist doctrine and to bui ld up the Baptist 
Church . Another is called to advance the cause of 
Presbyterianism. And yet another to preach the Pen
tecostal doctrine. And on and on it goes, with men 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

A Hundred Decades 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Millennium mania is everywhere. The 
thousand-year reign may be the most 
discussed, and the most misunder

stood, Bible subject in our time. 

What is the millennium? 
Revelation 20:1-6 says: 

1 And I saw an angel coming down out o f 
heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great 
chain in his hand. 

2 And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent, which is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 

3 and cast him in to t he abyss, and shut it, and sealed it over 
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, until the thou
sand years should be finished: after this he must be loosed for a 
little time. 

4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the word o f God, 
and such as worshipped not the beast, ne ither his image, and re
ceived not the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; 
and they lived, and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

5 T he rest of the dead lived not un til the thousand years 
should be finished. This is the first resurrection. 

6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
over these the second death hath no power; but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall re ign with him a thou
sand years. 

Here are some of the salient points in this passage: 
1. T he devil will be bound for 1,000 years. 
2. Jesus and the martyred saints w ill reign for 1,000 years. 
3. The rest of the dead would not live during the 1,000 years. 
4. T he second death has no power over those who experience 

the first resurrection. 
5 . If there is a second death there must be a first death. 
6. By implication there is also a first and second resurrection. 
7 . T he 1,000 years, in which tlie rest of the dead " lived not," 

is the first resurrection (v. 5) . 
If we discover what the first resurrection is, then we will have 

defined the millennium - the 1,000 years - during w hich the 
devil is bound and Christ and the martyred saints reign. 

Remember that Revelation 20:4-5 says: "And I saw thrones, 
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I 
saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for the testimony of 
jesus, and for the word of God, and such as worshipped not the 
beast, neither his image, and received not the mark upon their fore-



head and upon their hand; and they lived, and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. The rest of the dead lived not until the thousand 
years should be finished. This is the first resurrection." 

Note: John saw thrones occupied by martyred saints who 
'"cigned with Christ 1,000 years, during that time (1 ,000 years) the 
rest of the dead did not live, and this is the first resurrection. The first 
resurrection is the same as the 1, 000 years of Revelation 20:1-6. 

The questions that must be answered are: 
1. W hat is the first death? 
2. What is the second death? 
3. What is the first resurrection? 
4. What is the second resurrection? 
The word death in the Bible may refer to one of two things. 
• Death may mean when the soul (life) departs from the body 

of flesh (See Gen. 5 :5, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27 where we are told Adam, 
Enosh, Kenan, M ahalalel, Jared, and M ethuselah died). Life left 
the physical body. Physical death is "a departure," a "being absent 
from the body," an "unclothing," a "sleep," but Christ "brought 
life and immorta lity to light through the gospel" (2 Cor. 5:1-4; 
John 11:13; 2 Tim. 1:10; 4:6-7) . 

• T he word death may also be used in a figurative sense (spiri
tual death), or separation from God, which is the result of sin. 
Adam died in the day he disobeyed God (Gen. 2: 17), but did not 
experience death of the flesh until he was 930 years-of-age. He 
died figuratively in the moment of rebellion, but died literally 
many years later. It is possible for people who have physical {lit
eral) life to be spiritually (figuratively) dead. It is possible there
fore to be dead w hi le alive (1 Tim. 5 :6). Paul speaks of people 
who had physical life as being "dead through trespasses and sins" 
(Eph. 2 :1, 5-6; Col. 2:13). Jesus came to bring abundant spiritual 
life to people who had physical existence, but were spiritually 
(figuratively) dead Qohn 10:10). 

There is also a first and second resurrection. 
The Holy Spirit moved John to describe the first resurrection. 

John 5:25-29 says: "(25) Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour 
cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God; and they that hear shall live. (26) For as the Father hath 
life in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to have life in him
self (2 7) and he gave him authority to execute judgment, because 
he is a son of man. (2 8) Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in 
which all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; (29) 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment" 
(john 5:25-29). 

Notice the fo llowing points: 
1. T he hour comes - and now is - when the dead shall live 

(v. 25). 
2. Jehovah gave Jesus to have life in himself and judgment au

thority (vv. 26-27). 
3. In a time to come - but not now- all the dead will be res

urrected (v. 28). 

In This Issue 

W. Curtis Porter, deceased 
The Sin of Denominationalism ........ 7 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
A Hundred Decades .. ................... ... 2 

Roy]. Hearn 
Reverence for God .......................... 7 

Bob Cruse 
You Will Know ... ............................. 8 

T. Pierce Brown 
Grace, Works and Salvation ........... 9 

Hugo McCord 
The Kingdom - The Church ......... 11 

Dr. Jack P. Lewis 
The Priest in the Biblical World ..... 15 

Frazier Conley 
"Lay by Him in Store" 

Frazier Conley 
Praying in Jesus' Name ................ 18 

Dr. John Hobbs 
Can the "Natural Man" 
of 1 Corinthians 2 : 14 
Understand the Gospel? ........ ....... 20 

Lindell Mitchell 
More on Con flict and Unity .......... 22 

Potpourri ... .......................................... 26 

Guy N. Woods, deceased 
Q&A .............................................. 34 

March 2000 
Firm Foundation 3 



4. This will be a resurrection to final judgment 
(v. 29). 

John speaks of two resurrections. One · is a 
present resurrection from spiritual death to spiritual 
life, and the other is the final resurrection unto judg
ment. 

What is the first resurrection, which Jesus said 
comes and now is Uohn 5:25)? It comes and now is! 
Obviously he is saying that the first resurrection was 
in the process of being revealed to the generation to 
which he spoke and would be available to genera
tions yet unborn. It both comes and ~ow i~~ . 

Jesus explains the first resurrection in John 5:24, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth him that sent me, hath eternal 
life, and cometh not into judgment, but hath passed 
out of death into life." 

Jesus came to bring the abundant life to those 
spiritually (figuratively) dead. Uohn 10:i0; Col. 
2:13; Eph. 2:1). They are dead in trespasses and sins, 
but he gives them life indeed (1 Tim. 6:19; John 
14:6). 

·When the penitent believer is baptized he is bur
ied and raised again. That is what baptism is. 

Colossians 2:12-13 says: "Having been buried 
with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised 
with him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised him from the dead. And you, being dead 
through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, you, I say, did he make alive together with 
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses.'~ 

Romans 6:4-7 teaches: "We were buried therefore 
with him through baptism unto death: that like as 
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Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
For if.we have become united with (him) in the like
ness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man was 
crucified with him, that the· body of sin might be 
done away, that so we should no longer be in bond
age to sin; for he that hath died is justified from sin." 

All mature people die spiritually (figuratively) in 
sin (Rom. 3:23; Col. 2:13; Eph. 2:1). ·These spiritu
ally dead people need to live (figuratively) again. 
They need to be reborn Uohn 3 :5). When the dead 
in sin turn to Jesus to receive spiritual life and obey 
his commands to believe, repent,. and be baptized, 
they experience the first resurrection. In baptism 
they are buried and raised again. This is the first res
urrection. It is the resurrection of the spiritually 
dead to a new life in Christ - or salvation. 

'!4nd they sing a new song, saying, Worthy art 
thou to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou was slain, and didst purchase u_nto God with 
thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and 
people, and nation, and madest them to be unto our 
God a kingt/,om and priests; and they reign upon 
earth" (Rev. 5:9-10). 

Notice: (1) Jesus was worthy to open the seals of 
the book of God (that is, reveal the mystery of salva
tion) because he died to purchase unto God with his 
blood (Acts 20:32) people of all color, tongue, and 
custom Uohn 3:16). And (2) the redeemed are a 
kingdom of priests and they reign upon earth. 

All those dead in sin can be raised to reign with 
Jesus on earth- this is the first resurrection. The 
baptized believer is saved (Mark 16: 16) and is raised 
from baptism to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4). 
The saved (saints) rule with Jesus from redemption 
(first resurrection) until the Second Coming and the 
end of the earth (2 Pet. 3:8-12). The entire period 
from the cross to the judgment is the time of the first 
resurrection - it is the millennium - the thousand
year retgn. 

The martyred dead -those who were beheaded 
for the testimony of Jesus and the Word of God (Rev. 
20:4) - bypass the unseen world of disembodied 
spirits, and enter directly to heavenly repose. All 
other saved people are reserved in an invisible world 
until the time of the final judgment when they will 
be exalted Uohn 5:25-29; 1 Cor. 15:50~58; 2 Thess. 
4:13-18). 

Those who died violently for the faith are given 
special privilege, but all the saved will ultimately en-



ter the foursquare city and join the happy angel 
band. 

What a joy 'twill be when I wake to see Him for 
whom my heart is burning! Never more to sigh, 
never more to die - for that day my heart is 
yearning. 

The promised rapture will be in that eternal city 
"where the gates swing outward never." 

The thousand-year reign extends from the sacri
fice of the Lamb to the final victory of the Lion. For 
the individual, it is from the time of conversion to 
the time of the Lord's parousia (presence). 

It is called a thousand-year reign because it is a 
long but undisclosed time. The day of final judgment 
is not yet known. It will occur when the earth's 
grape is fully ripe (Rev. 14:8) and Jesus comes to 
"trample out its vintage." 

Or, to be more plain, it is the Christian dispensa
tion, or system. When it ends the world ends (2 Peter 
3:8-12). 

Why does the Bible speak of this long but under
mined period as a thousand years? The thousand
year reign of Revelation 20:1-6 is, of course, figura
tive. The beginning of it is the victory of Jesus over 
death, the end of it is when the cup of the world's 
iniquity overflows. No on knows when that will be. 
Therefore the Bible writer uses a symbol that indi
cates a very long but flexible and untold time. 

When Jesus said to the church at Smyrna "thou 
shalt have tribulation ten days," he obviously meant 
that the vicious persecution would last a short time, 
but its duration was not known. "Ten days," in this 
context, means a little while but a time not fully re
vealed. It is figurative language. We know he did not 
mean ten literal days because the persecution of dis
ciples in Smyrna lasted longer than a week and a 
half. 

In that same way, when Jesus speaks of a millen
nial reign he is saying that it will be long, but no one 
knows how long, time. Only Jehovah knows the 
hour or the day of its termination (Matt. 24:36-51). 

Jesus taught we should therefore get ready and 
stay ready. 

Finally, the second death is when those who have 
not been faithful in the first resurrection are sent 
away from God forever. Death, you remember, is 
separation from God. The second death will not 
hurt those who have been faithful in the first resur
rection (Rev. 20:6). The second death is final separa
tion from God (Rev. 20:14; 21:8). 

The first resurrection is when we are buried with 

Christ in baptism and raised with him through faith 
in the working of God (Col. 2: 12). The second res
urrection is when the powerful voice of the Son of 
God penetrates the veil of death's dark region and 
compels the good and· the evil to appear at his awful 
court. 

The first death is separation from God because 
of sin. The second death is eternal separation from 
the Fountain of Life and the Source of all Good. It 
happens when the damned hear their doom in the 
thundering voice of the triumphant Christ as he says, 
"Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire, 
which is prepared for the devil and his angels" ... 
and ... and . . . "there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth." They shall cry to the rocks and the moun
tains, saying, "Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: for the great day of their wrath is 
come; and who is able to stand?" 

Those who participate faithfully in the first res
urrection will not be hurt by the second death. It will 
have no power over them. 

The inesc·apable conclusion is that we are hi the 
millennium right now - and it will continue until 
Jehovah God "will I make to tremble not the earth 
only, but also the heaven. And this word, Yet once 
more, signifieth the removing of those things that 
are shaken, as of things that have been made, that 
those things which are not shaken may remain. 
Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer ser
vice well-pleasing to God with reverence and awe: 
for our God is a consuming fire." 
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The Sin of Denominationalism 
(continued from page 1) 

called to preach the conflicting doctrines of all reli
gious bodies in Christendom. And the whole thing is 
charged up to God. He has called one man to deny 
what he has called another man to preach. Can you 
believe a thing like that? If you believe that denomi
nationalism is of God, that is what you must believe. 
I am frank to say that I do not believe it. God does 
not contradict himself. Anything that makes God 
contradict himself is sinful. 

It Declares God's Way Is Not Sufficient. Pau l said 
to Timothy: '~l scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furn ished 
unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). This shows 
the all-sufficiency of God's way. The Word of God is 
a perfect rule of faith and practice. Nothing in add i
tion to it is needed. It will furnish the man of God to 

all good works, and what more could we want than 
that? Yet denominationalism is not satisfied with the 
way of God. They have formulated their disciplines, 
manuals, articles of religions, confessions of fa ith, 
and creeds to supplement the Word of God. Such ac
tion declares God did not give to the world a perfect 
system, and that man had to come to his rescue and 
help him out of a difficulty. Denominationalism 
turns men away from the unadulterated Word of 
God to an acceptance of the doctr.ines and com
mandments of men. And that is the very thing that 
Jesus condemned. He said, "But in vain they do wor
ship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men" (Matt. 15 :9). Jesus admonishes men to re
frain from following such teachers. "Every plant, 
which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders of 
the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall 
fall into the ditch" (Matt. 15:13-14 ). Denomination
alism is not a divine planting. God did not plant it. 
Its leaders are blind guides. Jesus said: "Let them 
alone." The statement simply means that we should 
not follow them, for if we do, we shall fall into the 
ditch with them. Whenever a man is satisfied with 
God's revealed way, willing to take just the things 
found in the gospel of Christ, he will not build up 
denominationalism. And if he labors to build up de
nominationalism he announces his belief that God's 
way is not sufficient. 
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It Demands Acceptance of Other Gospels. From 
what has already been said it is evident that denomi
nationalism is not found in the gospel of Christ. Noth
ing can be called the gospel of Christ that is not autho
rized in the New Testament. But denominationalism 
is a perverted gospel. In Paul's letter to the churches of 
Galatia he said, "I marvel that ye are so soon removed 
from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel: which is not another; but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel 
of Christ" (Gal. 1: 6-7). This is the very thing that 
denominational preachers do. They pervert the gos
pel of Christ; they twist it into meaning what it does 
not mean. But what about men who pervert the gospel 
of Christ? Paul answers, "But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you , let him be 
accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any 
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1 :8-9). In 
the strongest language possible this shows God's dis
pleasure toward denominationalism. All the conflict
ing things proclaimed by denominational preachers 
cannot belong to the gospel of Christ. They preach 
perverted gospels other gospels than that proclaimed 
by the apostles. H ence, the curse of heaven rests upon 
them. 

It Would Make Christ a Polygamist. Christ and the 
church sustain the relationship of husband and wife. 
We read from the pen of Paul, "For the husband is the 
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the savior of the body" (Eph. 5:23 ). 
We have many statements showing there is only one 
body, or church (Eph. 4:4; 1 Cor. 12:20). Hence, 
Christ is the husband of one wife. But if all denomina
tions are bodies of Christ, he is the husband of hun
dreds of wives. This would make him a polygamist. 
And that is exactly what the result will be if denomi
nationalism is divinely authorized. 

A system that is guilty o f sin at so many points 
should be thrown aside. Let men come back to the 
Bible, to the Bible alone, and denominationalism will 
disappear from the earth, and the world will profit by 
the loss. 
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(Ihe name of Roy]. Hearn is known and respected throughout the brotherhood of the redeemed. He is a 
man of God. Brother Hearn was the founder of the Memphis School of Preaching, and much of its success is due 
to his leadership. In his transmittal letter brother Hearn notes that he is 8 8 years old - and almost all of those 
years have been devoted to service in the Kingdom of God. No trumpet announces his presence because he is a 
man who joyfully washes feet. The church is indebted to this great man of God, and we are happy to have ar
ticles from him. May his tribe increase.) 

Reverence·· for God 
By Roy J. Hearn 

If one reads the newspaper or listens to other me
dia, he knows that grievous times are upon us, 
the likes of which have not been heard of in this 

century. It seems that every conceivable method is 
used to get the idea of God out of the minds of the 
people. Many have turned to every form of evil and 
dissipation that has ever been thought of- and then 
some. 

The only cure for the ills of the human race is to 

get back to God and his Word, and have proper re
spect for the Godhead. Reverence is defined as 
"Honor and respect; profound and adoring awed re
spect; godly fear and awe." The Old Testament re
veals God as an awe-inspiring God. When he spoke 
the flood came. There were great demonstrations of 
smoke, fire, thunder and lightning upon Mr. Sinai, 
so that the people quaked. 

The New Testament presents God as a loving Fa
ther. But, we must remember his two-fold nature. 
He is a God of love and mercy 0 ohn 3: 16) and also 
a God of wrath (2 Cor. 5:11; Heb. 10:31) 

God Is Ignored 
This is a godless age. In 1968 a college professor in 
Atlanta declared that God is dead. If that were true, 
every law of nature would have been suspended and 
nothing would be living today. 

Israel ignored God and was destroyed as a na
tion. The Gentiles ignored God, and God gave up on 
them three times (Rom. 1:18-32). 

Civilization at large has no God in it. Efforts are 
made to get the idea of God out of the public 
schools, government, business and society in gen
eral. The jazz age was bad enough, but the rock and 
roll age is worse! Carnality dominates this age. 
Many churches are adopting rock and roll music in 
worship. Some are specializing on this, thinking they 
are pleasing God, when such is an abomination to 
Him. There are rock and roll husbands and wives, 

mothers and fathers and children. There are even 
rock and roll preachers. Much of the music is filthy, 
as well as some so-called art. 

In most circles there is no respect or reverence 
for God. They who build without God build in vain. 
The Psalmist said, "Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it." This may apply to 
church, home, schools, the nation or individuals 
(Psa. 127: 1). To build w ithout God is to build upon 
a sandy foundation (Luke 6:47-49; Matt. 7:21-27). 

Mary said, "They have taken away my Lord, and 
I know not where they have laid him" Oohn 20:3). 
Modern literature ignores God and Christ. Many 
churches have seemingly sought to eliminate the 
Godhead. Some do not believe in Christ at all. Many 
organizations shut God o ut . There are movements 
designed to do away with God, as the New Age 
movement, of which more will be written later. Hu
manism rejects the idea of God. Nearly all facets of 
society are tainted with evil. Satan is having a field 
day. But, thank God, there are still thousands who 
have not bowed the knee to Baal (Rom. 11:4). 

The Basis for Reverence 
The principles of reverence grow out of mankind's 
relation to God. God is our creator. We are his crea
tures. Man is made in the image of God (Gen. 1 :26). 
That is, in the moral, spiritual and intellectual im
age, not physical or material. It is in him that we live 
and move and have our being, and we are the off
spring of God (Acts 17:28-29). That being true, and 
like begets like, man partakes of the nature of God. 
Every soul in man comes from the hand of God. 
Earthly parents only produce the physical body that 
houses the soul God places within the body. There 
are many fathers of fleshly bodies, but only one Fa
ther of spirits (Heb. 12:9). 

Those responsible individuals who have turned 
from sin in obedience to God's commandments are 
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God's children in the sense of having been born 
again Gohn 3:3-5). According to the Great Commis
sion, this involves hearing the gospel to produce 
faith (Rom. 1:16-17; 10:17); believing in Christ as 
God's Son Gohn 8:24); confessing that Jesus is 
God's Son (Acts 8:3 7); and being baptized for for
giveness of sins (Acts 2:38) and to get into Christ, at 
which time one is cleansed by the blood of Christ 
(Rom. 5:3-6, 17-18; Gal. 3:27). It is amazing how 
many who claim to believe in Christ show disrespect 
for him by rejecting these terms of pardon. Those 
who obey have the spirit of adoption (Rom. 8: 15), 
and also the spirit of his Son who was always obedi
ent (Gal. 4:6). 

God is our Lawgiver and Ruler; we are his ser-

vants. No one has a right to question his rule or his 
terms of forgiveness. God's relation to his creatures 
demanded the giving of laws to govern them. 

All intelligent men recognize there are laws to 
govern all nature, plants, and animals: Man is also 
governed by a higher law, moral and spiritual, than 
animal instinct. To ignore this relationship is to dis
respect God and his Word (Matt. 10:40; Luke 
10:16). 

Conclusion 
No act of worship is pleasing to God if it does 

not have the element of reverence in it. One cannot 
reverence God without obedience to his will. 

790 State St. 
Cookeville, 1N 38501 

!)= 

You Will Know ••• 
By Bob Cruse 

When you see the worried look on the face 
of a seven-year-old boy and ask him, 
"What's the matter?" only to hear him an

swer with his own question, "Mommy, do I have to 
go to Daddy's house tonight?" you will know ... 

When you see his eyes light up with love as his 
Dad arrives to pick him up, then, seconds later, see 
him cling to his Mom with tears in his eyes, you will 
know ... 

When you see heartbreak on his face as he 
slowly climbs into Dad's car and plants his nose on 
the window and his eyes on Mom, you will know ... 

When you sadly feel in your own heart the torn 
condition of his heart, you will know ... 

When you see him as he returns to his Mom af
ter a weekend at Dad's house with the young woman 
who has replaced Mom in his Dad's heart, you will 
know ... 

When you see the anger in his eyes as he won
ders why Dad does not love Mom anymore and why 
he cannot have both of them every day, you will 
know ... 

When you know his Mom, who must shoulder 
the entire burden for his spiritual and physical wel
fare, with only impedance from his Dad, you will 
know .. . 
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When you see him resist his Mom as she gently 
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administers the discipline she knows he must have, 
you will know ... 

When you look at him through the eyes of his 
Grandfather who is so much closer to eternity than 
his grandson, you will know .. . 

When you see his Grandmother trying at every 
turn to show him the way to heaven, you will 
know ... 

When you multiply this boy's plight by the mil
lions and millions of other boys and girls who share 
his dilemma, you will know ... 

When you realize how many fatherless boys just 
a little older than him have turned to crime and vio
lence, you will know ... 

When you read about murderous "home-re
placement" gangs who spray our streets with bullets 
in their deadly wars with rival gangs, you will 
know ... 

When you view TV reports of "estranged" hus
bands and wives who visit all kinds of violence upon 
their stepchildren, you will know ... 

When you have seen all these things and have 
prayerfully considered them in your heart, you will 
know why God says, "I hate divorce" (Mal. 2 :16). 
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Grace, Works and Salvation 
By T. Pierce Brown 

We see an increasing number of brethren 
who seem to have come to an understand
ing that we are saved by grace, and not by 

our good works. This continues to surprise me, for I 
have been preaching the gospel for more than half a 
century, and never remember preaching it any other 
way. Ephesians 2:8 and Titus 3:5 read just like they 
did a thousand years ago. However, we have always 
tried to make clear that the grace offered by our 
Lord can only be accepted on the terms by which it 
is offered. This is not always made clear by many of 
the preachers who seem to have only recently dis
covered this amazing grace, even those who are 
sound and conservative, as they try to emphasize 
that glorious truth that salvation is by grace. Note 
the kind of statements that are sometimes made, al
though true as far as they go, may leave persons with 
wrong assumptions. 

I have come to view human works differently in 
recent rimes. I had previously thought they were 
necessary to ensure our salvatio n. Now I simply 
see them as a loving appreciative response to 

what God has already done for us in providing 
salvation. 

It is true that all the good works done before we 
were saved from our past sins do not earn or "se
cure" our salvation. It is equally true that all the 
good works one may do after salvation from past 
sins cannot earn or "insure" our salvation. Some 
seem to think that God's grace had the matter fairly 
well covered, bur in order to "cl inch the deal" we 
had to do a certain amount of good works, the exact 
amount and kind to be determined by our own pri
vate whim. 

It is probable that much of our preaching has left 
the impression that God's grace provides most of 
our salvation, but at least some work of ours, espe
cially baptism, does the little extra job that grace did 
not do. At least this is what it may sound like when 
you knock on a door and find a person who has not 
been to a church service for 10 years, but who says, 
"I'm a strong Church of Christ. I've been baptized." 
Or even when some good brother dies, and at his fu
neral, you hear, "He was the most faithful Christian. 
The doors of that church were never opened but that 

he was there." Whether he ever did anything else for 
the Lord was not made clear, but he had apparently 
"worked out his own salvation with fear and trem
bling" (Phil. 2 : 12). 

The impression was apparently gained in some 
way that there was some merit in "getting baptized" 
or "being faithful in attendance" and especially some 
in "giving back to the Lord a small portion of that 
which He has given us." One may go fishing all day 
Sunday, but if he gets back by the building in time to 
have the Lord's Supper brought out to his car as he 
is on the way home, he can reverently say; "I com
muned" and assume that whatever God's grace did 
not take care of, his obedience did . 

So when a person is emphasizing that all the 
good works that you could possibly do will not en
sure your salvation from past sins, he is doing what 
needs to be done. When one emphasizes that all the 
good works that one may do after he becomes a 
Christian will not ensure his eternal salvation, he is 
still doing what needs to be done. But if his teaching 
is so incomplete as to leave out or misrepresent 
Jesus' teaching in Matthew 25:30-46, or to teach 
that God's grace saves a person in spite of what he 
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may or may not do, he has taught a false and danger
ous doctrine. 

Perhaps we should ask these new exegetes to deal 
in some detailed way with such questions as these: 

1. Since doing good works is simply a loving re
sponse to what God has already done for us in pro
viding salvation, suppose no one does any good 
works such as those mentioned in Matthew 25 or 
other places? 

2. Does this mean that you do not have a loving 
response to God's grace, and that you have therefore 
not accepted it on the terms by which he offered it? 

3. Then since you do not have these good 
works (a loving response to God's grace) and there
fore must not have properly accepted that grace, are 
you saved by it anyway? 

4. If we accepted God's grace by being baptized 
for the remission of our sins in a loving response to 
that grace, do we have to continue to accept God's 
grace by continuing a loving response to that grace. 
Is it necessary to obey such commands as Galatians 
6:10, ''As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith?" 

5. If we do not try to do that, can we still be 
saved by grace? 

6. If we do that, do we have any right to assume, 
"I am no longer saved by grace. I am saved because I 
obeyed the command of the Lord?" 

We can "do despite unto the Spirit of grace" (Heb. 
10:29). We can "fall from grace" (Gal. 5 :4). We can 
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fail to "continue in the grace of God" (Acts 14:23). 
It is possible to "receive the grace of God in 

vain" (2 Cor. 6:1). 
One of the most brilliant men I ever baptized 

now thinks he has learned so much that he rejects 
various parts of the Bible, such as Hebrews, James 
and Jude since they present, in his words, "a grace 
that can be earned through obedience.'' 

Solomon though wise acted foolishly. 
No Bible author presents a grace that has to be 

earned, but they all present a grace that is on ly ac
cepted by obedience. Unless grace continues to be 
accepted on the terms offered, it is rejected. jude 
warns that one can "turn the grace of God into las
civiousness" (Jude 4-5) by refusing to do the good 
works of obedience that are the loving response to 
what God has done for us. 

So, if you are raising the question about whether 
doing something is "necessary to insure your sa lva
tion" you may want to ask, "Have I now learned the 
great truth that ' he is the author of eternal salvation 
to those who obey him?"' (Heb. 5 :9). 
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(The one-of-a-kind, Perry B. Cotham, requested that we print the following article by the inimitable Hugo 
McCord. What brother Cotham requests we bend every effort to do. Besides, we have the greatest respect for 
brother McCord, who is a veritable scholar and who deserves to be listened to with deference. In his transmit
tal letter brother Cotham mentions that he made a long trip to Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Philip
pines, five weeks in all, this past November. Think of that - brother Cotham is nearing 90 years-of-age and yet 
he makes such tiresome trips to preach the gospel. Yes - he is truly one-of-a-kind, and we love him very much. 
He is a potent, persuasive, and appealing gospel preacher. We often think of how much we owe to men like 
Perry B. Cotham, Hugo McCord, Adron Doran, J.E. Choate, and Roy J. Hearn. There are others, of course, 
but these men of great age and long service spring immediately to mind. They are men of experience who have 
made untold sacrifices for the good of a never-to-be-destroyed kingdom. Anyway, here is the requested article.) 

The Kingdom The Church 
By Hugo McCord 

Three stages of growth describe a wheat crop: 
"first the blade, then the head, then the ma
ture wheat" (Mark 4:28). Similarly, three 

stages of growth describe the kingdom - the church 
(Matt. 3 :2; 16:18): prophecy, preparation, and per
fection. 

Prophecy 

Actually, before the first prophesy o f the kingdom
church, the citizens of the kingdom (Col. 1: 13 ), de
scribed as the "called-out" people (ekklesia) , mis
called "church" were in God's "eternal purpose" 
{Eph. 3:10-11). In time prophecies of that coming 
ki ngdom-church were set forth: 

About 1706 B.C. Jacob announced that "The 
scepter will not depart from Judah, not a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until the Peacemaker comes, 
and him the peoples will obey" (Gen. 49:10). 

About 1000 B.C. Nathan told David: "Your king
dom shall be made sure forever before you; your 
throne shall be established forever" (2 Sam. 7: 16). 

About 740 B.C. Isaiah wrote that the king "will 
reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, es
tablishing and upholding it with justice and righ
teousness" (lsa. 9 :7; cf. 16:5). 

About 555 B.C. Daniel wrote that "the God of 
heaven wi ll set up a kingdom that will never be de
stroyed" (Dan. 2:44). 

About 6 B.C. Gabriel told a surprised Mary: 

Order Books Online 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

"You will conceive in your womb, and bring forth a 
son, and you wi ll call his name Jesus ... and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke 1:3 1, 33 ). 

Preparation 

The divine schedule of preparation for the 
kingdom-church required four years (A.D. 26-30): 
A.D. 26 "[T]he word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness" (Luke 3: 1-2), pro
claiming that "the kingdom of heaven is at hand" 
(Matt. 3 :2), "saying to the people that they should 
believe on the One coming after him, that is, on 
Jesus" (Acts 19:4), and that they should repent and 
be baptized "for the remission of sins" (Mark 1:4 ). 
By their fa ith, repentance, and baptism, they would 
become "a people prepared for the Lord" (Luke 
1:17). 

A.D. 27 Then came John's cousin Jesus (Luke 
1:36), "about 30 years old" (Luke 3:23), repeating 
John 's preaching, saying, "The time is fulfilled and 
the kingdom of God is at hand" (Mark 1: 15). He 
baptized "more disciples than John" Uohn 4:1). 

A.D. 28 One of Jesus' disciples asked him, "Lord, 
teach us to pray" (Luke 11: 1). In what is mis-called 
the Lord's Prayer, Jesus included this petition: "May 
your kingdom come" (Matt. 6: 10), a petition only 
sensible until the kingdom came in perfection. 

A.D. 29 In the days of preparation, Jesus sent the 
apostles "only to the lost sheep of Israel" (Matt. 10:5) 
- he repeated the announcement that " the kingdom 
is at hand" (Matt. 10:7; cf. 4:17; Mark 1:15). In addi
tion, he said, "Indeed, I assure you, that you will by no 
means have gone through the cities of Israel until the 
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Son of man comes" (Matt. 10:23). That he was not 
speaking of his second coming at the end of the world, 
but his figurative coming when his kingdom came, he 
made clear by saying, "Indeed, I assure you, that some 
standing here will not taste of death until they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom" (Matt. 16:28), 
with power" (Mark 9: 1). 

A.D. 30 Jesus said, "I will build my ekklesia (a 
"called-out" people, mis-called "church," [Matt. 
16: 18]). The word build (oikodomeo, a construction 
term) points to the fact that the Lord's "called-out" 
people would be "living stones" builded together into 
a "spiritual house," "God's building," "a temple of the 
Holy Spirit" (1 Pet. 2:5; 1 Cor. 3:9; 6:19; Eph. 2:21). 
Moreover, the Lord said to Peter, "I will give to you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven" (Man. 16:19). 
The word keys points to the fact that the kingdom 
would have a door of entrance. The word kingdom in 
this context suggests that the church and the kingdom 
have the same door of entrance. 

A.D. 30 On Friday, April 7, a penitent thief on a 
cross, knowing that Jesus' kingdom had not yet 
come, but believing that it would, prayed to the 
Lord, "Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom" (Luke 23:42). 

Joseph of Arimathea, who with'Nicodemus bur
ied Jesus Qohn 19 :38-42), like the thief knew that 
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Jesus' kingdom had not yet come, but believing that 
it would, was "expecting" and "waiting for the king
dom of God" (Luke 23:51; Mark 15:43). 

A.D. 30 On Thursday, May 18, Jesus told the 
apostles that within a few days you will be baptized 
in the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1 :5), and "when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you, you will receive power, and 
you wi ll be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judah and Samaria, and to the end of the earth" 
(Acts 1:8). 

Perfection on the Earth 

After the "few days" (Acts 1:5, ten to be exact, May 
18-28, A.D. 30) the apostles were baptized in the 
Holy Spirit" and received the promised "power" 
(Acts 1:8). Jesus had said that "the kingdom of God" 
would "come in power" (Mark 9: 1). 

So, according to the "divine computer which sets 
"the hour and day and month and year" (Rev. 9: 15), 
on the day of Pentecost, Sunday morning at nine 
o'clock (Acts 2:1,15), " the Son of man" came "in his 
kingdom," not visibly, but " in power" (Matt. 16:28; 
Mark 9:1). Thus "the kingdom of God," predicted 
by the prophets, prepared by Jesus, had come to per
fection in A.D. 30 on May 28 . About "three thou
sand souls" on that day, born of "water and Spirit," 
repenting and being baptized, entered the kingdom 
- the church Qohn 3:5; Acts 2:38, 41, 47; 5:11; 1 
Cor. 12:13). 

Whereas, in the days of preparation, preaching 
was limited to Palestine, in the days of perfection 
"the whole creation under heaven" heard of the 
kingdom-church this is "not of this world" Qohn 
18:36; Mark 13:10; Rom. 10:18; Col. 1:23). 

Whereas, in the days of preparation, only the na
tion of "Israel" (Matt. 10:6) was invited, in the days 
of perfection "all nations" (Matt. 28:18-20) were in
cluded. That "all flesh" was invited had been pre
dicted by Joel 2:28f, but not executed for some ten 
years after the kingdom-church had come in perfec
tion (Acts 10:34-35; Eph. 3 :6). Sadly, Peter had 
preached from Joel that "whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved" Qoel 2:32) on the 
day of Pentecost, but did not realize the fullness of 
the meaning until God gave him a miraculous vision 
(Acts 10:9-16). 

Also it is said that Apollos, "an eloquent man," 
and "mighty in the Scriptures" (Acts 18:24), 24 
years after the kingdom-church had come in perfec
tion, was preaching preparation, the same message 
that John the immerser had preached, "saying to the 



people that they should believe on him that should 
come after him, that is, on Jesus" (Acts 19:4). 
Priscilla and Aquila corrected Apollos, and he was 
willing to listen, and became a mighty force for good 
in the perfected kingdom-church (Acts 18:27-28). 

None of those who had been baptized by John 
and by Jesus (Matt. 3:5-6; John 4:1-2), including 
Peter and the other apostles (Luke 7:30), had to be 
rebaptized after the kingdom-church came in per
fection, for they were all "prepared" people (Luke 
1:17). The only people needing rebaptism were 
those who had been baptized in "John's baptism" af
ter it was out of date (Acts 19:3-5). 

Jesus had said to Peter, "I will build my ekklesia 
("called-out" people, mis-called the "church," but 
recognized accurately by Webster's Dictionary as "the 
collective body of Christians") . The Lord also said to 
Peter, "I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt. 16:19). Accordingly, Peter used the 
keys of the kingdom to open the door of the church 
(Acts 2:1-47; 5:11}. In several ways they are simi lar: 

1. The king of the kingdom is the head of the 
church (Col. 1:13, 18). 

2. Only one kingdom (basileia, Rev. 1: 6) was es
tablished, and only one church was built "one body," 
which is the "church" (Matt. 16:18;1 Cor. 12:20; 
Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:18). 

3. One set of keys opens the door to both the 
kingdom and the church (Matt. 16:19; Acts 2:1-47; 
5:11). 

4. One seed, "the word of God," produces both 
the kingdom and the church (Luke 8:11; Acts 2:41, 
47;5:11). 

5. Baptisn, a birth "ofwaterand Spil::::ii:'_Qohn 
3:5; 1 Cor. 12:13) puts a sinner into the kingdom 
(Col. 1:13) and into the church (1 Cor. 12:13, 20). 

6. The Lord's Supper is in both the kingdom 
and in the church (Luke 22:29-30; 1 Cor. 1:2; 
10:16). 

7. The church is indestructible and so is the 
kingdom (Matt. 16:18; Heb. 12:28). 

Though the kingdom and the church are similar, 
in several ways they are not alike: 

1. That which is "born again," entering the king
dom, through the teaching of the Spirit, is an invisible 
human "spirit" Qohn 3:3, 6). That which is "born 
again" of "water," entering the church, through the 
teaching of the Spirit, is a visible human body. 

2. The kingdom "comes not with observation" 
(Luke 17:20), but the church is observable people 
(Acts 18:8}. 

3. The kingdom is "within" (entos, Luke 17:21) 
human bodies, but not the church. 

4. When a person is "Poor in spirit" (Matt. 5:3), 
recognizing his utter helplessness to save himself 
Qohn 3:17; 1 Tim. 1:15-16), then he is rich, possess
ing " the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:3 ), but he does 
not own the kingdom-church. Sadly, there are 
people who have been baptized, and may have be
come church leaders (as Diotrephes, 3 John 9-11), 
who are proud in spirit, but theirs is not "the king
dom of heaven." "Pride leads to calamity, and a 
haughty spirit to a fall" (Prov. 16:1, 8). 

5. When a person has been persecuted for righ
teousness" (Matt. 5 :1 0), as Polycarp (burned to death 
at the stake in Smyrna in A.D. 155), as William 
Tyndale (strangled and burned to death in Antwerp, 
Belgium, in 1536), his is "the kingdom of heaven" 
(Matt. 5:1 0), but he does not own the church. 

6. The kingdom is internal ("righteousness and 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit"), while the church 
[people] have to do with "eating and drinking" 
(Rom. 14:17). 

7. The kingdom deals with "the inward man" (2 
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Cor. 4:16; 1 Peter 1!16), while the church deals with 
both "the inward man" and the "outward man" (1 
Cor. 6:20; Phil. 4:8). 

Perfection in Heaven 
The perfection of the kingdom-church on the earth 
does not eliminate "many tribulations" from Chris
tians before they "enter into the kingdom of God" in 
heaven (Acts 14:22). But in heaven's perfection "the 
former things," including pain and crying and mourn
ing and death itself, are forever gone (Rev. 21:4 ). On 
the day when the King of kings and the Lord of lords 
(Rev. 17:14) "delivers the kingdom to God, even the 
Father" (1 Cor. 15:24 ), the time of the "Lamb's mar
riage has come, and his fiancee," the church, a "chaste 
virgin" (2 Cor. 11 :2) "has prepared herself!" (Rev. 
19:7). She is "clothed in fine linen, bright and splen
did. The fine linen is the good deeds of the saints" 
(Rev. 19:8). Blessed "are they who are invited to the 
Lamb's marriage feast" (Rev. 19:9). 
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(This the introductory piece of five excellent essays on priesthood - a subject that is indispensable but little 
noted. Dr. Lewis, a professor at the graduate school in Memphis is eminently qualified to present this outstand
ing Bible study. The first lesson lays the groundwork for what follows. You will want to keep these articles and 
refer to them in your future studies. Thank you, Dr. Lewis. We are in your debt.) 

The Priest in the Biblical World 
By Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

A priest (kohen) is first met in the Bible in the 
person of Melchizedek, "Priest of God Most 
High" ('el ~elyon; Gen. 14:18) who blessed 

Abraham and to whom Abraham paid tithes when 
returning from the battle with the kings. Later writ
ers speak of a priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek (Psa. 110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 
15, 21). 

Joseph was married to Asenath the daughter of 
Potiphira, the priest of On (Gen. 41:45; 46:20). 
Egyptian priests experienced the good fortune that 
their land was not taken during the famine in 
Joseph's administration (Gen. 47:22, 26). Moses 
when a fugitive from Egypt encountered Reuel (also 
called Jethro; Ex. 2:18; 3:1), priest of Midian, and 
married Zipporah, one of his seven daughters (Ex. 
2:21). Before the giving of the law at Sinai, Jethro 
offered burnt offering and sacrifices to God (Ex. 
18:12). 

With Israel at Sinai, the Lord informed them, 
"You shall be to me a kingdom of pries.ts and a holy 
nation" (Ex. 19:6). Israel was to be. a light to the na
tions (Isa. 42:6). It was at Sinai that provision was 
made for the Levites to have the service of the Lord 
at the Tabernacle, and out of the Levites Aaron and 

. his sons were to serve as priests (Ex. 28:1ff.; 29:1ff.; 
:Lev. 8:1ff.; Num. 3:6-10). Their consecration is nar
: rated in detail (Ex. 29:30, 35-37). Later, the Levites 
·sided with Moses at the golden calf episode in pun
: ishing the offenders (Ex. 32:25ff.). 

The priesthood in Israel was hereditary but was 
not a service enjoying divine inspiration. At the re
turn from the Exile, priests who could not establish 
their genealogy were excluded from the priesthood 
(Ezra 2:62; Neh. 7:64). 

The Levites received no land in the distribution 
under Joshua Oosh. 13:14, 33; 14:3-4; 18:7) but 
were given forty-eight cities Oosh. 21 :41; 1 Chron. 
6:54££.) scattered among the other tribes Oosh. 

18:7). David later divided the priests into twenty
four courses (1 Chron. 24:3-10; 2 Chron. 31:2). 

Service in the priesthood required that one be 
without any physical blemish and that he maintains 
ritual cleanliness. He could not marry either a harlot 
or a divorcee (Lev. 21:7, 16-21). 

The Levitical priests transported the ark (Deut. 
31:9, 25; Josh. 3:3; 8:30-35). The priest conducted 
the sacrificial service (Lev. 4:5, 20, 26, 31; Deut. 
18:1, 3; 26:4; 33:10). He gave answers by consult
ing the Urim and Thummim (Ex. 28:30; Lev. 8:8; 
Num, 27:21; Deut. 33:8; Ezra 2:63; Neh. 7:65). He 
sat in judgment on religious questions (Deut. 17:8-
18; 33:8). ~uch as cases of leprosy (Lev. 13:1ff.; 
Deut. 24:8). He was a teacher of traditional infor
mation, expounding the law (Deut. 17: 18; 2 7:9-1 0; 
31:9-11, 24-26; 33:8-11). The priests taught people 
to distinguish between the clean and unclean (Lev. 
10:10). It was their duty to see that the people's of
ferings were correct (Num. 18: 1ff.). A priest was 
brought from the exile to teach the foreigners the 
king of Assyria had settled in the cities of Samaria (2 
Kings 17:27-28). The priest encouraged people at 
times of battle (Deut. 20:2), and he blessed the 
people (Num. 6:22-26; Deut. 21:5) . 

As a priest he was not inspired, but a priest 
might also become a prophet. Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
served in that role. 

With the division of the kingdom, Jeroboam I es
tablished shrines at Bethel and Dan and established a 
non-levitical priesthood in Israel (1 Kings 12:31). At 
later times the foreign priest was designated by the 
term komer (2 Kings 23:5; Hos. 10:5; Zeph. 1:4). 
Josiah in his reform got rid of the pagan priests at 
the local shrines (2 Kings. 23 :5); however, those 
priests he brought out of the cities of Judah and 
priests of the high places are spoken of with the term 
kohen (2 Kings 23:8-9). Josiah slew the priests of the 
high places in Samaria (2 Kings 23 :20). 
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Unworthy priests are seen in the sons of Eli who 
are accused of having no regard for the Lord (1 Sam. 
2: 12), who demanded the priest's portion before the 
fat of the sacrifice was burned, and who threatened 
force if their demand was resisted (2 Sam. 2:15-17). 
They lay with the women who served at the entrance 
to the tent of meeting (1 Sam. 2:22). 

The Hebrew prophets are quite critical of the 
priests of their time. Hosea in the eighth century in
dicts the priests of Samaria and Micah those of 
Judah, charging them with serving for money (Hos. 
4:8; Mic. 3:11) and with lack of knowledge (Hos. 
4:6). Isaiah charges that priests are intoxicated (lsa. 
28:7-8). Zephaniah charges them with failure to dis
tinguish between the dean and unclean (Zeph. 3:4 ). 
They profane what is sacred and do violence to the 
law. These indictments may be contrasted with the 
invocation of the Psalms: "May your priests be 
d~thed with righteousness." 

. Jeremiah was beaten by Pashhur the priest Oer. 
20:1-6); he found himself opposed by both priest and 
prophet ijer. 1:18; 26;8). Prophets in exile attempted 
to persuade Zephaniah the priest to restrain Jeremiah 
ijer. 29:24ff.). Meanwhile Jeremiah indicts the priests 
for failure to know the Lord and for failure correcdy 
to handle the law ijer. 2:8; 18:18). They-along with 
other leaders will be appalled Oer. 2:26; 4:9; 8:1; 
13:13; 32:32; 34:19). They rule at the direction of 
the false prophets ijer. 5 :31). They are greedy for 
unjust gain and deal falsely Oer. 8:10). They and the 
prophets ply their trade but have no knowledge Oer. 
14:18); they are ungodly ijer. 23:11). 

Ezekiel charges that the priests have. done vio
lence to the law, have failed to teach the difference 
between the dean and unclean, and have disregarded 
the sabbaths (Ezek. 22:26). Even after the Exile, 
Malachi charges that they fail to discharge their teach
ing function properly (Mal. 2:7). According to him 
"the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and men 
should seek instruction from his mouth because he is 
a messenger of the Lord of hosts." But Malachi's in
dictment is that the priest has caused many to stumble 
by his instruction (Mal. 2:7-8). 

In the N.T. period the temple in Jerusalem was in 
operation and its priesthood serving. Zechariah (fa
ther of John the baptist) was of the division of Abijah 
(Luke 1 :5). Jesus sent cleansed leprous persons to the 
priests for a decision on their condition (Matt. 8:4; 
Mark 1:44; Luke 5:14; 17:14). A priest was among 
those who passed by the wounded man in Jesus' par
able (Luke 10:31). Jesus as well as his audience recog-

16 ~dpound~~~~ 

nized that certain foods were assigned by law to the 
·priests (Matt. 12:4, 5; Mark 2:26; Luke 6:4). 

The high priesthood had become a political office 
with the Romans making and unmaking high priests, 
as conditions seemed expedient. Annas (Luke 3 :2; 
John 18:13, 24), Caiaphas (Luke 3:2;John 11:49, 51; 
18:13-14), and Ananias (Acts 23:2; 24:1) are met in 
the N. T. and others are given by Josephus. There are 
also those said to belong to the high priestly family 
(Acts 4:6). The high priest played a role in Jesus' trial 
Oohn 18:13-15, 22). 

Because the priests were in charge of the temple, 
the teaching of Peter and John in the temple was an 
annoyance to them (Acts 4: 1), and the apostles' ar
rest brought them before Annas and Caiaphas (Acts 
4:6). However, at the same period a company of 
priests were obedient to the gospel (Acts 6:7). 

Stephen had a hearing before the high priest 
(Acts 7:1). Saul applied to the high priest for letters 
to the synagogues at Damascus (Acts 9:2), a commis
sion Paul could later appeal to in his defense (Acts 
22:5). It is thought that the authority of the high 
priest in such synagogues was only that of respect, 
not of organic authority. 

When Paul was arraigned in Jerusalem, the high 
priest Ananias commanded Paul to be struck and was 
denounced for it by Paul; but Paul excused his words 
on the ground that he did not know that Ananias 
was high priest (Acts 23:2-5). 

Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva 
attempted an exorcism at Ephesus during Paul's stay 
there (Eph. 19:14). 

It is the Mosaic priesthood and its duties and 
practices that the New Testament assumes when it 
uses the priesthood figure for Christians. A grasp of 
it is essential for communication to take place. 
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11Lay by Him in Store'' 
J Corinthians J 6:2 

By Frazier Conley 

Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath pros 
pered him, that there be no gatherings when I 

come. Most commentators, translators, lexicogra
phers, and grammarians have a peculiar understand
ing of the phrase "lay by him in store." Fortunately, 
wise men in the Restoration Movement have always 
correctly understood the passage. 

Paul begins the verse with these words: Upon the 
first day of ... [every] week. The word every (kata) is 
present in the original language. Why is it left out, as 
some translators have done and continue to do? It is 
true that every week has a first day, and it comes 
around every time there is a week. So the word every 
may be understood. However, Paul did not leave it 
to be implied, and it should be included, as it is in 
most recent translations. 

Lay by him. What does it mean to lay by him in 
store? Speaking generally, as stated above, transla
tors, commentators, grammarians, and lexicogra
phers seem to think this should be understood in a 
spatial sense. Each Christian is to keep by him or 
near him what he wants to contribute. This is 
brought out explicitly in some of the translations: 
"put on one side and store up at his home" 
(Weymouth; see also, Confraternity, Beck, NEB, and 
Revised English Bible). 

There is a better way to understand the words. 
The phrase translated by him or "at home" in the 
original language is a preposition (para) with there
flexive pronoun heautou (himself) in the dative case. 
The apostle Paul uses para with the dative about 14 
times in his letters. Only twice does it have the 
meaning of literal nearness. The other 12 times it 
has a figurative force. So the apostle seems to prefer 
the figurative usage of this phrase. 

One of the figurative definitions is in the sight 
of, or, in the judgment of. Some translate the phrase: 
"in someone's estimation," or evaluation, or assess
ment (see Rom. 2:13; 11:25; 12:16; 1 Cor. 3:19; 
Gal. 3:11; 2 Thess. 1:6). 

If one accepts the customary usage of Paul, one 

would render 1 Corinthians 16:2 with a phrase such 
as, in his own judgment. This would correspond 
with Paul's statement in 2 Corinthians concerning 
giving as a free-will offering: Each one must do as he 
has made up his mind (9:7). As each makes up his 
own mind, each according to his own judgment, he 
should give. See also the generosity Paul expected of 
Philemon: "But I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent in order that your goodness might not 
be by compulsion but of your own free wifl" (Phil. 
14). Philemon's own assessment of what was proper 
generosity was the rule for his giving. 
. Lay by him. In the original language lay is the 
word tithe-mi. It is the same word that is used of the 
giving of the early Christians in Acts where the text 
tells us that contributions were laid (tithemi) at the 
apostles' feet (Acts 4:35) 37~ 5 :2). There is evidence 
that this word could be rendered deposit (Luke 19:21-
22). In fact the word tithemi comes from the root of 
the word used later in this passage which means "trea
sury or treasure up." One deposits or contributes into 
a treasury. One treasures up a treasury. 

In store. This is from a verb that means "to store 
up, to treasure up, to accumulate." 

Now we have the phrase: On the first day of ev
ery week each of you in his own judgment make a 
contribution treasuring up. 

Nothing is said about keeping a home treasury. It 
seems clear that Paul wants the depositing to be 
done regularly when the Christians assemble. He 
wants them to contribute weekly into a common 
treasury. This will avert the necessity of taking col
lections when Paul comes. 

As God hath prospered him. According to gram
matical authorities, the construction shows that the 
condition and its results are thought of as in the fu
ture, of single and repeated action: '~ much as he 
gains" (Arndt & Gingrich, Lexicon, on euodoo ). This 
does not speak to proportion, but to regular, con
tinuing, future gain. Paul has already said that the 
proportion to be given is up to the judgment of the 
giver. He is speaking now about giving continuously 
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in the same way that one continuously enjoys profit 
or gain. 

That there be no gatherings when I come. Of 
course the church is to have gatherings. It is to con
tinue in fellowship. It is to assemble on the first day 
of every week. It is not to neglect the assembling to
gether. So this word gatherings is better rendered col
lections. One lexicon gives us: "So that there will be 
no need to collect contributions of money when I 
come" .... The focus is upon the activity of the person 
or persons engaged in obtaining the contributions. 
This may be expressed in some instances as "to go 
from one person to another to receive their contribu
tions" (Louw & Nida, Greek-English Lexicon, on 
logeia). Paul does not want to go to Corinth and then 
over a period of time have to make a process out of 

gathering up contributions from individuals. If each 
·-Corinthian Christian will make a contribution to 

the treasury every Sunday from that which he gains 
week by week then the process will be much more 
efficient. 

Translation (perhaps more of a paraphrase): On 
the first day of every week, each one of you, guided 
by his own judgment, make contribution, so that a 
sum may be stored up in the treasury, each one giv
ing regularly in the same way that one continuously 
enjoys profit or gain, so that there will be no need 
to ~ollect contributions of money when I come. 

Our practice of giving into a church treasury 
each Sunday is fully approved by the divine instruc
tions of 1 Corinthians 16:2 (on the whole passage 
see also The Church of Christ, by Everett Ferguson, 
p. 240). 

Praying in Jesus' Name 
By Frazier Conley 

Jesus is very emphatic that his disciples 
should pray "in his name." 
"Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that 

the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask any
thing in my name, I will do it" Oohn 14:13-14). "You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and ~ppointed you 
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in 
my name, he may give it to you" Oohn 15:16). "Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father, he 
will give it to you in my name. Hitherto you have asked 
nothing in my name; ask, and you will receive, that 
your joy may be full .... In that day you will ask in my 
name" Oohn 16:23-26). 

What does it mean to pray in Jesus' name? 
There is more than one idea about it. Some say it 

means to pray in reliance on Christ. Others say it 
means to pray in accordance with his nature. Still oth
ers think that it means to pray in accordance with 
Christ's will. No doubt all of these are required for 
effective Christian prayer. But is this, in the literal 
sense, what Jesus means when he asks us to pray "in his 
name"? 

Significant authorities on the language of the New 
Testament say that, at a minimum, Christ means that 
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his disciples should pray "mentioning" his name. Dis
ciples should pray invoking his name, using his name. 

Commentator John Albert Bengel said, "In the 
Old Testament they worshipped the God of Abra
ham, Isaac, and Jacob: in the New Testament the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is invoked" (in 
Gnomen, commenting on John 14:13). 

The eminent Greek grammarian A. T. Robertson 
said, "Uohn 14:13 is the] first mention of his "name" 
as the open sesame to the Father's will .... Plead 
Christ's name in prayer to the Father" (Word Pictures 
in the New Testament, Vol. v, p. 251). 

The New Testament expert C. K. Barrett says, 
"'In my name' means with the invocation of my 
name" (Gospel of John,. p. 384). 

Barnabas Lindars says, "[P]rayer ... is done with 
the invocation of 'my name.' [This is] the use of Jesus' 
name" (Commentary on John 14:13). 

The following specialists are, perhaps, more im
portant than the previous ones: 

Bietenhard in the Theological Dictionary of the 
New Testament state$: "The prayer of the community 
is made in the name of Jesus .... To pray in his name 
means here to pray according to his will .... But it also 
means with invocation of his name" (Vol. v, p. 276). 



Arndt and Gingrich in their Greek-English Lexi
con in the article on onoma (name) say that the phrase 
means "using" Jesus' name; that John 16:23 shou ld 
be rendered "when you mention my name," and that 
John 14:26 should be translated, "whom the Father 
will send when my name is used." 

These authorities, therefore, testify that, in its 
grammatical sense, to pray in Jesus' name, means to 

pray invoking, mentioning, or using his name. 
The usage of the phrase in the text of Holy 

Scripture confirms that "in the name of" normally 
means using or speaking the name, both in the Old 
Testament (LXX: 1 Sam. 25 :9; 2 Sam. 22:50; Psa. 
43 (44):5, 8; 53 (54):1; 62 :4 (63:5); 88 :13 (89: 12); 
88 (89):16, 24; 104 (105):3; Zec. 10:12; Jer. 
36(29):23 ; Dan. 9:26), and in the New Testament 
(Mark 9 :38; 16:17; Luke 9:49; 10:17; John 5 :43 ; 
10:25; 14:26; Acts 3 :6; 4: 7, 10, 12; 9:27-28; 10:48; 
16:18; 1 Cor. 5:4; Eph. 5:20 Phil. 2:10; Col. 3:17; 
James 5:1 0, 14. See also Matt. 24:5; Mark 9 :39; 
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13 :6; Luke 21: 8; 24 :47; Acts 2:38; 4:17-18; 5 :28, 
40. Compare also all the passages that speak of "call
ing" on the name). 

The Christian should pronounce the name of 
Jesus in praye r. Obviously, if the Christian is praying 
silently, the name should be invoked silently. 

At every baptism the name of Jesus is to be con
fessed (Acts 2:38; 22 :16). Every Christian worship 
service must include his name (1 Cor. 1:2). I have to 

believe that Christians should mention, use, invoke, 
or pronounce the name of Jesus in every prayer. It is 
not a magical formula- not one of the words of a real 
prayer is. But the Christian's faithful obedience in 
doing. what Jesus says, conjoined with Christ's prom
ise to answer, is that wh ich wi ll make prayer effective. 

Please do not allow anyone to mislead you into 
thinking that to pray using the words, "in Jesus' name" 
is only an empty attempt at a "magic formula." 
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Can the 11Natural Man'' 
of 1 Corinthians 2:14 Understand the Gospel? 

By Dr. John Hobbs 

Dr. Millard J. Erickson is a research professor 
of theology at Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Erickson wrote the book Christian Theology. This 
book is used in many of our universities in graduate 
religion classes. He has many good points~ We must 
not throw out the baby with the bath water! But, in 
his book he says: 

In 1 Corinthians 2:14 Paul tells us that the natu
ral man (the man who neither perceives nor un
derstands) has not received the gifts of the Spirit 
of God ...• The problem, then, is not merely that 
natural man is unwilling to accept the gifts and 
wisdom of God, but that, without the help of 
the Holy Spirit, natural man is unable to under
stand them. 

He goes on to say, "Unspiritual persons ... do not 
accept, at least in part, because they do not under
stand." 

Erickson is Calvinistic. Dr. Ralph Gore, a profes
sor of Systematic Theology at Trinity Theological 
Seminary in Newburgh, Indiana, says that 1 Corio-
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thians 2:14 teaches: "The Scriptures are not under
standable by sinners. They cannot be understood by 
those who have the blinders of sin over their eyes." 
Gore is also Calvinistic. 

The Case of uthe Rulers" of the Jews in John 12 
The "rulers" of the Jews "believed on" Jesus but 
would not confess him because they loved the praise 
of men more than the praise of God Gohn 12:42-
32). They were also afraid of being put out of the 
synagogue. The "rulers" of the Jews understood who 
Jesus was, but they were not interested in obeying 
God. Their refusal to obey was not because they 
could not understand the truth. The text clearly says 
they "believed on" Jesus. They understood who 
Jesus was! Their problem was an attitude problem or 
a heart problem. It was not an understanding prob
lem! They could be classified as "unspiritual." 
Erickson never discusses John 12:42-43 in his 1241-
page ~ook. This is a dear deficiency of his book. 

The Case of Cornelius in Ads I 0-11 
Cornelius was a "spiritual" man because he was con
cerned and interested in spiritual things. Acts 10:2 
says that he was "a devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his house, who gave much alms to the 
people, and prayed to God always." Cornelius had a 
spiritual attitude. He had a deep, hungering, desire 
for truth and righteousness! He told Peter, "We are 
all here present in the sight of God, to hear all.things 
that have been commanded thee of the Lord" (Acts 
10:33). He had the right attitude of hungering for 
truth. But, Cornelius was not saved even though he 
was a "spiritual" man. As spiritual as he was, he was 
lost until he heard and obeyed the gospel (Acts 
11:14; 10:48). 

The Gospel Call 
Christians are commanded to take the gospel to all 
people (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). Jesus died 
for all people (Heb. 2:9; John 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:4-6; 1 
John 2:2; Rom. 5 :8). John Calvin believed in the ir
resistible influence of the Holy Spirit. He believed 
that the Holy Spirit must be sent to the sinner to illu-



minate the sinner's mind before he can understand) 
the gospel. The bottom line of this doctrine is that' 
God is totally responsible for those who believe and 
those that do not believe. When a man hears the gos
pel, he is either equipped to understand or not 
equipped to understand. The Bible teaches that ev
eryone has the ability to understand what God's 
Word commands. God· is no respecter of persons 
(Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9). God is not 
going to give to one the ability to understand and 
withhold understanding from someone else. Willing 
to do the will of God is something each person con
trols within himself. 

So, when one hears the gospel, it is his responsibil
ity to have a concern and interest in spiritual things. 
One must be a truth-seeker Uohn 4:23-24) and be 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness (Matt. 5 :6). 
One must have a "good and honest heart" (Luke 8: 15) 
before the Word of God can penetrate his heart. One 
reason the Word cannot penetrate people's hearts is 
because "their eyes they have closed" (Matt. 13:15). 
Notice they closed their own eyes - God did not 
close them! They chose not to accept or welcome the 
truth. One time a liberal professor gave a detailed 
explanation of Christianity. A Christian could not 
have done better. The problem was the professor did 
not believe what he said. It was not an understanding 
problem, it was a heart problem. 

The Meaning of uNatural" in 1 Corinthians 2:14 
The Greek word translated "natural" is psuchikos. It 
functions as an adjective in the verse modifying 
"man." The ASV marginal reading translates it 
"unspiritual." Arndt and Gingrich define this word as 
"unspiritual" (p. 894 ). Referring to its use in 1 Corin-

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Eumnu~B.Daugheriy 

••• 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
EO. Box 7815 • Moundsville, WV 26041-07815 

{304) 8415-8001 

thians 2:14, they say "an unspiritual man" is "one 
who lives on the purely material plane." Morris says 
the word refers to the "man whose horizon is 
bounded by the things of this life. It is the worldly
wise man." Holladay says, "The psuchikos man in 
2:14 would therefore be the one whose outlook is 
essentially earthly; his outlook in no sense reaches be
yond the human dimension; he lives totally oblivious 
to God." The "unspiritual" man is just the man who 
has no interest in spiritual things. His concerns are 
bound up in the material realm. He looks on things 
selfishly and does not consider or care what God has 
done for him. 

The Meaning of uReceiveth" in 1 Corinthians 2:14 
1 Corinthians 2:14 states, "Now the natural man re
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God." Calvin
ists take this to mean that the unsaved man cannot 
understand the gospel. This is simply wrong from a 
study of John 12:42-43 and Cornelius and The Par
able of the Sower. The word receiveth in 1 Corin
thians 2:14 is from dechomai. Arndt and Gingrich 
define this word as to "approve" or "accept" or 
"welcome" (p. 177). The unspiritual man does not 
"approve" or "accept" or "welcome" the things of 
God because his attitude is not right. He does not 
care about God or things that relate to God. It is not 
an understanding problem - it is an acceptance or 
welcoming problem. The "rulers" of the Jews in 
John 12:42-43 fit the description of what Paul says 
in 1 Corinthians 2: 14 exactly. They did not accept or 
welcome the truth. They understood it without ques
tion. Cornelius would be an example of an unsaved 
spiritual man who did accept and welcome the truth. 
Cornelius was saved because he heard and obeyed 
the gospel - having a heart that was interested and 
concerned with spiritual truth (Acts 10:2, 33, 44-48; 
Rom. 6:17-18; 2 Thess. 1:8). 

Conclusion 
A man with an IQ of 17 5 may not be touched by the 
gospel. Why? Because he has no interest and no con
cern for spifitual things. He is worldly minded and 
lives totally oblivious to God. He is self-centered. 
The things of God "are foolishness unto him." It is 
not because he has an understanding problem - he 
has an acceptance problem. Let us learn from the 
Parable of the Sower. Let us have a "good and hon
est heart"- a heart that desires to do God's will
not our will! 4642 Royal Crest 

Abilene, TX 79606 
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More on Conflid and Unity 
By Lindell Mitchell 

T he lust for power is a human weakness and is 
indulged both in the world and, sadly, in the 
church. Diotrephes is not easily dismissed (2 

John 9-10). Wishing he would "just hush" will not 
deter him. Pretending there is no conflict will not di
minish his effort to dominate. 

Urbane brethren are disgusted by needless con
flict, and embarrassed by bickering. But more impor
tant is the fact that God hates division and those 
who cause it (Prov. 6:16-19). It is no small thing to 
provoke factions and bring reproach on the blessed 
body of the Lord. "If any man destroyeth the temple 
of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of 
God is holy" (1 Cor. 3: 17). 

Still, confrontation with evil in inevitable, but 
we must distinguish essential battles from senseless 
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strife, and understand that opposing evil is only one 
component of our divine mission. 

No anCient church leader more zealously de
fended the faith than Paul. None more tenaciously 
resisted error. He never backed down from blustering 
charlatans, never compromised with evil. Not once 
did he debase himself through appeasement. He never 
compromised his convictions. He was no coward. 

Paul upheld truth and made war on error, but re
fused to deal in senseless strife. He engaged only in 
battles essential to the preservation of the once for 
all delivered faith. 

Paul was no swaggering bully spoiling for a fight. 
He did not seek personal power and prestige. He 
was not a macho man. He knew the war with wick
edness would be lost if Christians adopted a belliger
ent spirit and engaged silly squabbles over foolish 
questions. Paul refused to trivialize the gospel by giv
ing "heed to fables and endless genealogies." 

The apostle knew factious men in positions of 
authority would destroy the church. When the Spirit 
moved him to give qualifications for elders, the tem
perament of the candidate was an issue ... "Not ac
cused of riot or unruly ... not self-willed, not soon an
gry, not given to much wine, no striker, not given to 
filthy lucre ... sober, just, holy, temperate" (Titus 1:6-
8). 

Each generation produces men with more ego 
than ability who covet power. When they are al
lowed to possess it, great harm results. They embroil 
the church in an endless series of pointless conflicts. 
While they pursue silly arguments, the world rushes 
headlong to Hell. 

Paul ordered Titus to maintain good works prof
itable to men (Titus 3:8). Involvement in arguments 
over foolish questions, genealogies, and contentions 
about the law were prohibited because they were un
profitable (Titus 3 :9). 

Titus was told to avoid foolish questions, not be
cause there was no truthful answer. Silly squabbles 
were to be avoided because they were "unprofitable 
and vain." Titus was to employ "walking-around" 
common sense to determine when to fight and when 
to refrain from fighting. The soldier of the cross is to 



refuse pointless squabbles (Titus 3:1 0), old wives 
fables (1 Tim. 4:7) and ridiculous questions (2 Tim. 
2:23). 

At least two are required for a meaningless con
troversy. Whenever Christians allow over-bearing 
blow-hards to entangle them in a mentally disor
dered fuss, the Lord's beautiful bride is debased. 
None of the participants is guiltless. 

Most folks are repulsed by politicking and 
preacher fusses. Sadly, many are so insulted by juve
nile displays of self-assertion they refuse to confront 
anything, and would not contradict even the devil. 
Conflict with evil is still inevitable. Wicked men who 
covet power will not allow neutrality. 

Since Jesus is our example, we should confront 
sin as he did. Jesus drew a line and insisted that it be 
maintained. He said, "He that is not with me is 
against me, and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth abroad" (Matt. 12:30). He was not crude. 
He did not lie to gain a point. He never misrepre
sented his opponents. Jesus opposed wicked men 
face to face. He openly challenged their sin (Matt. 
23) . His approach was not soft, but it was loving. 
Jesus cared enough to confront them. His concerns 
were genume. 

Nothing ever diminished the Lord's open oppo
sition to error. He never compromised. He never 
failed to voice his opposition to evil. He did not fai l 
to warn those endangered by it. The Lord fought for 
the souls of men, and had no treaty with anyone ad
vocating evil. But he did not invent trivial squabbles 
or try to show the world how tough he was. 

The disciples followed the Lord's lead even 
when severely persecuted. They fearlessly pro
claimed the gospel, and openly exposed every form 
of error. They aggressively confronted pagans, Jews 
... and even false brethren. 

When Elymus withstood the gospel, Paul struck 
him bli nd (Acts 13 :6-11). Paul recorded the delivery 
of Hymaneus and Alexander to Satan that they 
might learn not to blaspheme (1 Tim. 1: 18-20). He 
urged brethren to reject Hymaneus and Philetus who 
erred concern ing the resurrection (2 Tim. 2: 16-18). 
Demas was marked as a worldly man (2 Tim. 4:10). 
Alexander the coppersmith was called a false teacher 
who harmed an apostle of Christ (2 Tim. 4: 14-17). 
Diotrephes was publicly cited for his overbearing at
titude (3 John 9). 

Not even an apostle was above public rebuke 
(Gal. 2:11-14). Paul recorded Peter's transgression 
after the matter had been settled locally. This was 

necessary because racism threatened to destroy the 
church. The universal church had to know that not 
even an apostle could participate in sin without be
ing corrected. All of these incidents represent real is
sues and concern central truths. Squabbles were not 
manufactured so the disciples could act tough. 

Titus 1:9-14 provides explicit directions for con
fronting false teaching. Paul's solution is simple and 
direct. First, the reality of the situation must be 
faced: "This witness is true" (Titus 1:13a). A refusal 
to correct error dooms the church. 

Second, Paul succinctly describes how to meet 
the threat: "Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith" (Titus 1:13b). Titus 
and each man "holding fast the faithful word as he 
hath been taught that he may be able by sound doc
trine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers" 
(Titus 1 :9) were to correct the problem. Those per
sisting in error were to be sharply rebuked (Titus 
1:13). Some brethren would not avoid foolish ques
tions accompanied by strife and division. Titus was 
to admonish them twice and then reject the impeni
tent (Titus 3: 10). He was not to pursue a never-end
ing inconsequential squabble! 
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To. be one people we must believe that God is 
(Rom. 1:20). Further, we must agree on the divine 
nature of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Any 
modification of this prime truth must be strenuously 
resisted. For example, when a university instructor, 
writing in an internationally distributed magazine, 
calls the Lord's mother "another sexually question
able woman," we must voice opposition. If Christ is 
not who he claims to be, the Bible is a joke and 
Christianity is a sham. If the Bible falsely presents 
Jesus as virgin born, there is no basis for accepting 
its ethical teaching. Thus, we are left with no choice 
but resistance. 

If we are to be one people, there must be one mind 
regarding the inspiration and authority of the Bible. 
The claim of inspiration is incontestably clear (2 Tim. 
3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). The Bible is either a word 
from God or it is not. If it is divine, it is the source of 
all religious authority and the only arbiter of religious 
disputes. It is not a matter of what "Brother-Big" says. 
It is not a matter of whether "Brother-Big" is consis
tent. It is a matter of what the Bible says. If the Bible 
is not an accurate revelation of God's mind, there is 
no reliable source of religious authority. We are cast 
adrift on the stormy sea of human opinion. One man's 
opinion is as good as another's. There is no place to 
stand. When the integrity of the Bible is denigrated or 
disputed, we must resist. We will be governed by the 
eternal words of God. 

To be one people we must accept the form of 
church government revealed in the Bible. God's will 
is for each congregation to be overseen by qualified 
elders assisted by qualified deacons (1 Tim. 3:1-13; 
Titus 1:5-9). Each congregation is locally autono
mous, answering only to the Lord. It is not the place 
of any man or group of men outside the local assem
bly to dictate to the congregation. It does not matter 
how prominent and wise they are, local congrega
tions are under the oversight of local elders who an
swer to God. When an "ad-hoc" committee else in
terjects itself into the business of a local congrega
tion, it must be resisted. The Firm Foundation does 
not use its pages to coerce congregations. 

It is the mission of the church to practice pure 
undefiled religion Oames 1 :27). To do this, several 
things must occur: Christians must develop a commu
nity of faith Oohn 8:24); a proclaiming community 
(Matt. 28:18-20); a worshipping community (1 Pet. 
2:9); a compassionate community (Gal. 6:10); a holy 
community (Rom. 6:11-12); an encouraging commu
nity where every member builds up the body (1 Cor. 

24 ~:~c~ound!~~~ 

12:13, 12-27). God's people are commanded to as
semble on Sunday to worship. Five acts are observed 
in a prescribed manner. The saints must meet to pray, 
sing, give, commune, and study. When we engage in 
any of the five prescribed elements of worship, it must 
be done in the prescribed way, whether we are in or 
out of the assembly. Each congregation must maintain 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace pursuing 
only those things that build God's church (Rom. 
14:19). These essential elements must receive first 
priority. Anyone seeking to sidetrack the church must 
be stopped, especially those seeking to entangle breth
ren in pointless controversies. 

To be one people, the church must embrace the 
ethical moral purity required by the New Testament. 
Christians must treat others as they wish to be 
treated (Matt. 7: 12). We must be kind and forgiving 
(Eph. 4:32). Our thoughts must be pure (Phil. 4:8). 
Our words must be true (Eph. 4: 15). Our deeds must 
be righteous (Titus 2: 12). Anyone seeking to excuse 
ethical looseness or moral laxity must be opposed, 
especially those employing dishonest means to "de
fend the faith., A defense predicated on dishonesty 
is no defense at all. A defense that is crude, vulgar, 
and boorish is not a defense. It is a noose. 

These matters are central to the mission of the 
church. We must devote our primary time and atten
tion to them. The best defense is a vigorous offense. 
We must not be deterred by peripheral issues. We 
must do much more than defend positions. We must 
also advance truth and practice righteousness. When 
we are called upon to contend for the faith, we must 
do so in a worthy manner. The battles we choose, 
and the way we fight them, will validate our faith or 
expose it as a sham. 
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Potpourri •.. 
H ere we are - near the end of the first quar 

ter of the new millennium (still sounds kind 
of jazzy, doesn't it?). The Firm Foundation 

is moving forward in trumps. Some other magazines 
do a good job of heralding the exciting truth of salva
tion (and we are glad), but the Firm Foundation is in 
the van. If you think we are bragging, you are right. 

Anyway, you did not tune in to hear that, but to 
be kept abreast of what is happening in the world so 
you can make your own decision about how to react 
to it (the judgment will, of course, be made in the 
iight of everlasting truth). And let the congregation 
say, Amen! 

So here goes. 

New fear's Sex Party At White Housel 
t>The New Year got off to a bang at the White 

House where sex was on the menu for some of 
the partygoers, the Drudge Report has learned! · 

Celebrities from media and politics along with 
hundreds of other guests danced the night away 
at the White House after attending the dramatic 
New Year's Eve 2000 celebration at the Lincoln 
Memorial. But while the first family and guests 
were boog.ieing in the New Year, several of. the 
revelers engaged in sex acts in a room off the 
Rose Garden, according to a disillusioned Secret 
Service agent. The agent revealed details of 
what he witnessed at the party on condition that 
his identity be protec~ed. 

During what one White House aide called the 
'first-ever disco' at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
the agent says he interrupted sex acts taking 
place in a White House 'bathroom off the Rose 
Garden. 

The Secret Service agent's shocking story of 
sex in the White House mirrors charges made in 
the memoirs of retired FBI agent Gary Aldrich 
in 1996. Aldrich claimed sex liaisons between 
Clinton aides occurred 'in offices and in the 
showers of the White House gym (Drudge Re
port, Jan. 6, 2000). 

Did Hanoi lane Really Repent? 
O"The separation of media mogul Ted Turner 

and his wife, Jane Fonda, was prompted in part by 
Jane's stunning embrace of 'born-again' evangelical 
Christianity, sources close to the couple tell 
WorldNetDaily. The split was announced yesterday 
in a statement, which indicated the couple remains 
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'committed to the long-term success of our mar
riage.' The two have been married since Dec. 21, 
1991." 

Friends say the path of Fonda's spiritual conver
sion began two years ago when her chauffeur began 
telling the actress about his faith in Jesus Christ~ At 
first, Fonda was reportedly troubled by those con
versations. Later, she began to welcome them and at
tend church with her chauffeur. 

"Her faith is very real, very deep," said one in
sider. "Of course, with any celebrity conversion, the 
pressures can be enormous, but she is serious about 
her faith and regularly attends Bible study and 
church." 

The idea of radical political activist Jane Fonda 
embracing Christianity is sure to create a stir. Fonda 
has been a high-profile political target because of her 
open support in the 1970s of Communist North 
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Vietnam. She has been an outspoken supporter of 
abortion on demand, and Turner once attacked 
Christianity as a "religion for losers." 

The 4nswer Is Jesus 
@The question was asked to Ambassador Alan 

Keyes: 'Well, the other night at the debate he 
showed some conviction when the question was 
asked about the political philosopher that's influ
enced you the most. You said the founding fathers. I 
thought it was a pretty good answer. George W. Bush 
said Jesus Christ. Do you think he was showing con
viction there or was it pure political pragmati~m?' 

Keyes: "No, sad to say, I was- I think he was 
showing an entire misunderstanding of the question. 
I found it kind of shocking and I think a lot of 
people did. Not, by the way, because of all the sepa
ration of church and state nonsense, no, but because 
C.W. Bush thinks that Jes~s Christ was a philoso
pher, and this is not possible. Philosophers are 
people who seek the truth. Jesus Christ is the truth. 
And there is a vast difference between the one cat
egory and the other individual. If he puts Christ in 
that kind of a category, then he has secularized him 
to a degree that reduces, in fact, what he really is. I 
don't admire Christ, and he doesn't influence my 
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life: I worship him. He is the living son of the living 
God, and he doesn't influence my mind, he shapes, 
guides and commands that mind, because he is the 
sovereign of my will. Now, if - that's not a 
philosopher's role, and I just found it strange that, 
asked that question, you would respond with Christ. 
The most influential figure, certainly, but thinker, 
political philosopher, Jesus Christ was not a thinker, 
quote/unquote. He was the Word· itself. And so I just 
found it to be kind of- what can I say? I thought it 
was a little bit of a misunderstanding of the question. 
And I also thought that it reflected a misunderstand
ing of who Christ really is'" (The Conservative 
Newsletter, Jan.- 6, 2000). 

Clinton Honors False Prophet 
{~l"President Bill Clinton, a member in good 

standing of a Southern Baptist Convention Church, 
offered Ramadan greetings on the White House Web 
site (1/1/00 World). He said: 'As the followers of Is
lam celebrate the revelation of God's word to 
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Muhammad, we join you in honoring his call for har
mony and peace."' 

Blacks Commit "Hate Crimes" Too 

® Black professor and columnist Walter.Will
iams is a bold and savvy conservative. Last Au
gust he w rote a 'politically incorrect' article 
by the above title. He quoted statistics from a 
Dept. of Justice National Crime Victimization 
Survey on interracial crime: In 1994, there were 
about 1,700,000 interracial crimes, of which 
1,276,030 involved whi tes and blacks. In 90 
percent of the cases, a white was the victim and 
a black was the perpetrator, while in 10 percent 
of the cases it was the reverse (8118/99 Times). 

Whites committed 5,114,692 violent crimes; 
135,360, or 2.6 percent were against blacks. 
Williams noted that in 1997, percentage-wise, 
blacks were twice as likely to commit so-called 
hate crimes. Race cannot justify criminal vio
lence. 

Billy Graham Unsure of His Salvation 
\§}"In a Jan. 2 Fox News interview, Tony Snow 

asked Billy Graham: 'When you get to Heaven, 
who's going to speak first, you or God?' Graham re
plied: 'When I get there, I'm sure that Jesus is going 
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to say that he will welcome me. But I think that he's 
going to say: 'Well done, our good and faithfu l ser
vant.' Or he may say: 'You're in the wrong place'." 

Snow: "You really worry that you may be told 
you're in the wrong place?" 

Graham: "Yes, because I'm not a righteous man. 
People put me up on a pedestal that I don't belong in 
my personal life . And they think that I'm better than 
I am. I'm not the good man that people thi nk I am. 
Newspapers and magazines and television have 
made me out to be a saint. I'm not. I'm not a Mother 
Teresa. And I feel that very much." 

Holy War Brewing in Indonesia 
{?l Indonesian M uslims are demanding a holy 
war .... Nearly 5,000 protesters, dressed in tradi
tional Muslim garb, watched as leaders killed a 
goat and smeared its blood on a wooden cross, 
CNN said. They marched through the streets of 
Jakarta chanting Jihad, Jihad, or holy war (Reli
gion Today, Jan. 7, 2000). 

FCC Regulates "Acceptable" TV Preaching 
{§Hoo much preaching may cause a noncommer

cial, educational television station to lose its license, 
the federal government has ruled. The Federal Com-· 
munications Commission said that such stations 
must use at least half of their broadcast hours for 
"educational, instructional, or cultural program
ming." Preaching and church services don't fit the 
category. Stations could lose their licenses if they 
don't comply. 

Programs that are "primarily devoted to religious 
exhortation, proselytizing, or statements of person
ally held religious views and beliefs do not qualify as 
general educational programming," the FCC said in 
a ruling issued Dec. 29. 

Preaching does not serve the general public, the 
FCC said. Noncommercial educational television sta
tions should serve the needs "of the entire community 
to which they are assigned" and should be responsive 
to a wide audience "as opposed to the sway of particu
lar political, economic, social or religious interests." 

Brandt Gustavson, president of the National Re
ligious Broadcasters, sent its 1,200 members a memo 
Jan. 5 outlining the decision, which he called dan
gerous and "interfering with religious expression." 
The ruling tries to draw a line between programs 
that teach about religion and programs devoted to 
religious exhortation or statements of personal be
lief, Gustavson said. 

That implies that the government can restrict 
certain kinds of religious speech, "disfavoring more 



passionate and emotional expressions of faith while 
nor constraining others that are more ' intellectual' 
and drained of human emotion." 

Worth Thinking About 
C~lFirst Things magazine recently Uan. 2000) 

printed an article by Robert H. Bork that is thought 
provoking. Bork wrote about what to expect in the 
current millennium (a popular topic) and observed 
that most of the guesses that have been made in the 
past about what the future holds have been wrong. 
Still, he persists and makes some uninspired prophe
cies. A lot of what he says makes sense - even 
though he is not the seventh son of a seventh son. 
So, listen up: 

As far as the beginning of rime is concerned, 
rhe re are certainly interesting speculations ac
cording to which something existed before the 
Big Bang. However, ir is very hard to imagine ar 
present how these ideas cou ld ever be tested. 
And even if one of them were found to be right, 
it is hard to see how ir could be settled whether 
or not time had a beginning at some point ear
lier than the Big Bang. But since the idea of a 
universe without tempo ral beginning does not 
seem to sit very well w ith the Second Law of 
Thermodynamics, I would guess that cosmologi
cal theory at the end of the next century will not 
prefer an eternal universe. 
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Bork then turned his attention to the trouble
some question of law - [law! ... augggggg .. . you 
must be kidding]. Bork observes that " rute of taw" 
does not resonance well with the American public, 
and then says: 

[T]he phrase ' rule of law.' Born in Europe, ex
ported to America, and fundamental ro Western 
Civilization, the concept no longer commands 
much more than verbal allegiance. It would be 
possible to multip ly examples, but the fact be
came obtrusive during the impeachment of Bi ll 
C linton. It was indisputable that Clinton had 
committed perju ry and obstructed justice, but 
his supporters and most of the public decried 
the proceedings as 'just about sex,' which is ap
parently no longer morally serious. Perjury and 
obstruction of justice themselves were only as 
serious as what was being covered up. This 
means that law as such no longer has indepen
dent moral force o r weigh t of its own. 

That truth is worth reflection. Aside from ·the 
fact that justice is now defined on an ad hoc ba
sis, there is the ominous realiry rhat the rule of 
bw is central to the practice of democracy. Rule 
by the people means that voters choose legisla
tors according to the policies the candidates of
fer, that elected representatives will enact rules, 
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and that judges and juries will apply those rules 
impartially and as intended. Unless that is true, 
public debate, elections, and legislative delibera
tion have little signi ficance. Disconnected from 
governance, politics will become entertainment, 
and those w ho vote are likely to cast their ballots 
o n the bas is of celebrity. (Which leads to the 
somber thought that the Reform Parry may be 
the model for the fu ture.) Perhaps a highly com
plex and d ynamic society, one that continually 
introduces mo re complicated issues than our in
stitutions can cope with sati sfaction But it is a 
matter for concern: when law is personalized 
and politicized, its force and impact are con
tro lled by public relations and private moralities, 
not by majority preference. We have been on this 
course for some time, as shown by judicial rule 
without recourse to law, jury nullification of law, 
and, perhaps especially, bureaucracies that lay 
down most of the law that governs us with, at 
best, minimal accountability to either the people 
or thei r elected representatives and without con
cern for consistency. These developments could 
no t occur without the inerti a and weariness of 
the public, even their willingness to abandon the 
long term safeguards and benefits of process for 
the short term gratificatio n of desires. 

There surely has always been an element of 
this in our use of law, but that element seems to 
be expa nding rap idly. If it is, the 'rule of law' 
and 'democracy ' in the next millennium wi ll be 
radically different fro m the idealized versions of 
them that most of us carry in our heads. Ruleless 
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' law' will be a pol itical weapon and control of 
the judiciary will therefore be a pol it ical prize. 
'Democracy' will consist of the c haotic struggle 
to influence decision makers who are not re
sponsive to elections. 

(Robert H. Bark is the john M. Olin Scholar in 
Legal Studies at the American Enterprise Institute 
and author of The Tempting of America : The Politi
cal Seductio n of the Law and Slouching Towards 
Gomorrah: Modern Liberal ism and American De
cline. In reading his views on how Americans think of 
law brought to my mind the attitude of religious lib
erals. "Law," they say, "is stiff and offensive." Still, 
jesus said (Matt 5: 17), "Think not that I came to de
stroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, 
but to fu lfil." Jesus was a keeper of the law.) 

Afterthought on Liberal Thinking 
·:~>Broth er Claptrap, who has been successful in 

bringing in hordes with his pop-psychology - o th
erwise known as ri gmarole - touts the flimsy no
tion that God is your Father/Mother, warm and cud
dly, and accepts you just as you are. So, you do not 
need to hang-up on old-fashioned notions about 
guilt and repentance. No need to talk abou t adultery, 
homosexuality, and drug dealing. There is no Hell 
- just ask Edward Fudge. J esus made a colossal 
blunder at Calvary. He should have stayed in heaven. 
All that blood and sweat and tears was just . .. well ... 
the church must be inclusive and pluralistic - and 
there is no such th ing as heresy. 

Armageddon 
Again 
by Stafford North 

Armageddon Again? presents a different interpreta
tion of the biblical prophecies which have so often 
been misunderstood and misused to predict the end 
of time. "The careful study of scriptures presented in 
this book will show both (1) that the passages pre
senting the so-called 'signs of the end' are not signs 
of the end of the world at all and (2) that the scenario 
of events often presented for the end of the world is 
not the teaching of the Bible." 

Paperback • 124 pages 

$6.95 each 
$2.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 



C11ntel Me - Row Ate We Going ro Do That? 
®"Cancel my subscription." We don't get many 

such messages, but we do get a few. Bill Buckley at 
National Review says his standard response is, "Can
cel your own subscription." It is tempting to follow 
his example. Especially when people go on about 
how wonderful the magazine is, how they've been 
reading it for years, etc. But then there is the unfor
givable offense. Often it is picayune. We get very few 
cancellations because we have a loyal readership. We 
cannot guarantee, however, that some readers will 
not at some time be offended by something. If or 
when that happens, please be patient with an editor 
who has not yet attained perfection. If the offense is 
truly unforgivable, permit me to refer you to Mr. 
Buckley's suggestion. 

Superllllive Duplitity 
@"Cracking the Gay Market Code" is a big story 

in the Wall Street Journal According to "gay marketing 
experts," the key in advertising is to get across a mes
sage to homosexuals without, as the lady said, scaring 
the horses. So Subaru advertises cars with a bumper 
sticker showing a blue and yellow equal sign, the logo 
of the gay Human Rights Campaign. There are pink 
triangles in ads for Coors Light and Borders book
stores, while Benetton puts AIDS ribbons on men's 
drawers. "Sly sexual references also play well to some 
gay consumers. Many gay men will get the double 
entendre in a Bud-Light ad showing a man carrying a 
six pack and the words, 'Nice package,' printed over 
his jeans." And to think that Jerry Falwell got into hot 
water for allegedly suggesting that a cartoon character 
was intended to insinuate the gay subculture into the 
mainstream. (Actually he did not suggest that. One of 
his publications reported that the Washington Post 
suggested it, with approval.) In any event, "insinuate" 
is probably not the right word for multimillion-dollar 
television and magazine ad campaigns. Certainly it's 
not the right word for Budweiser's sponsorship of San 
Francisco's gay and lesbian Leather Parade, featuring 
a Bud bottle in a leather harness and topped by a 
motorcycle cap. 

Thought You Should Know 
OChris Glaser's new book is The Word is ·aut: 

Daily Reflections on the Bible for Lesbians and Gay 
Men (Westminster/John Knox). In the daily Bible 
readings and accompanying reflections, the book 
does not hesitate to take on the tough ones. For in
stance, on Leviticus 18 and "abomination," it is 
noted that this is part of the "holiness code" of the 

Old Testament, and holiness requires being separate 
from sin. The author comments: "Separateness de
mands that our church separate itself from the ho
mophobia and bigotry of the surrounding culture." 
But the artfulness of the book is perhaps best caught 
in the meditation for August 22, which provides 
helpful insight into the approach of the gay Chris
tian movement. Here it is in its entirety: 

For this reason God gave them up to degrading 
passions. Their women exchanged natural inter
course for unnatural, and in the same way also 
the men, giving up natural intercourse with 
women, were consumed with passion for one an
other (Romans 1:26-27) [NIV]. 

When we first discovered we were gay, most 
of us would have probably preferred finding the 
exchange window of heaven to return our natu
ral homosexual orientation for a heterosexual 
one. Life would have been easier. Paul and other 
biblical writers did not know today's distinction 
between sexual orientation and behavior. They, 
like many heterosexuals today, assumed every
one was born like them, and that homosexual 
behavior involved some choice contrary to one's 
natural inclination. Paul associated the phenom
enon with idolatry. How then do we account for 
Christians who are lesbian, gay, or bisexual? 
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Clearly, Paul is wrong. Reason and experience 
(and science their product) contradict his under
standing. Ironically, Paul's own teaching contra
dicts his judgment. His letter to the Romahs is 
devoted to the principle that we are not made 
holy by conformity, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 
We cannot be saved by behaving heterosexually, 
cri¥cy:fblb..l±:gChr:Et..Christ jesus, give us the 
faith to follow you, rather than the idolatrous 
god of heterosexuality. 
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Sodom Again 
!?lDavid Coolidge, director of the Marriage Law 

Project in Washington, D.C., says that at a recent 
conference at King's College of the University of 
London, a hundred and fifty judges, lawyers, and 
professors addressed "The Legal Recognition of 
Same-Sex Partnerships." They left no doubt that 
their benighted citizenry would never move toward 
justice unless pushed by the courts. The big conflict 
at the conference was between those who advocated 
same-sex marriage and those who wanted to abolish 
marriage altogether. A fetching formulation was of
fered by Justice Michael Kirby of the High Court of 
Australia, recently "out of the closet," who declared 
that the ancient regime of shame and discrimination 
is over (Source: First Things) . 

Art for Art's Sake 
C?lTwo families of students killed at Columbine 

High School have sued the school for refusing to in
stall their memorial to their children. The families 
were invited by the school to make a statement on 
ceramic tile and they came up with religious themes 
employing crosses and verses from the Bible. The 
Jefferson County School District claimed that dis
playing their art would violate the separation of 
church and state. A spokesman for the district also 
noted that religious themes might offend some 
people. Don't those parents read the papers? Have 
they not heard about the Brooklyn Museum? Don't 
they know the current rules about religion, art, and 
censorship? Admittedly, elephant dung may be hard 
to come by in Colorado, but surely a substitute could 
be found. 

We Told You 
C?lHOUSTON, Tex. (EP) -About 100 people dem

onstrated outside one of the largest churches in the 
U.S. in early November to protest a booklet that urges 
Southern Baptists to pray that Hindu people will be
come Christians. "We want all people to understand 
that religious intolerance is rearing its head in this 
country," insisted Houston attorney Amit Misra, a 
Hindu leader who helped organized the protest. 
"Some people aren't aware of the type of hate that is 
being preached by mainstream churches." The book
let, which was distributed to Christians during a major 
Hindu festival, urges Christians to "pray that the 
darkness and the power of Satan will be broken." 

(First we were told to leave the Jews alone- after 
all they worship the God of Abraham. Second we were 
told to Leave the Moslems alone because they, too, 



worship Abraham's God- and Mohammed. Now we 
are told to let the Hindus alone because they worship 
[cows?]. Next we will be told to let the atheists alone 
because they worship themselves. If everyone is going 
to be saved, Calvary was a waste. Besides- don't you 
get it? - it is wrong to judge, unless you are judging 
those who judge. Never say never!) 

Killing 
\~A pregnant twelve-year-old in Scotland wanted 

to keep her baby but was in dire financial straits. The 
Church offered to pay the bills. This was just weeks 
after the British government launched a program to 
cut the number of teenage births. The Church's ac
tion provoked a furious backlash in some quarters. 
Said Sarah Colborn, head of the National Abortion 
Campaign, "We are talking of money being offered 
to a child to keep a baby, which removes choice." 
(Choice that counts as choice removes the baby. ) The 
thirty-five-year-old father of the girl vehemently de
nies that she has been bribed to keep the baby, whom 
he and his wife plan to rear. 

How long, 0 Lord, how long? 

Bumper Stitkers 
W'Witches Heal" 
!~>"The Goddess Is Alive" 
{~"Magic Is Afoot" 
{~>A picture of the earth with the enjoinder, "Love 

Your Mother" 
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son Study System is the belief that 
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scripture. Practical, easy to use; one 
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biblical tools available. It is designed 
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By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Q
ue~tion : Is law the antithesis of grace, and is 

1t true that where there is grace there is no 
law?" 

Answer: E.ssential to the understanding of this 
matter 1s a clear apprehension of James 1:25. 
I offer a brief treatment of this passage. 

"But he that looketh into the perfect law." Here 
begins the application of the illustration of the man 
who looks but forgets his reflection in the mirror set 

. ' 
out 111 verses 23-24. It is presented as a contrast, as 
evidenced by the word but with which the verse be
gins. 

Actually, the illustration of the mirror is mingled 
with the lesson and the figure is dropped. A man 
looks into his mirror and for a moment sees his 
reflection, but passes on, forgetting what he saw. 
Such is characteristic of one who hears the word 
?f truth, but soon forgets it, and is uninfluenced by 
1t. The genuine listener is far more interested. The 
verb "looketh" clearly indicates this. It is from 
paralupsas, aorist active participle, from parakupto, 
to stoop and look, to gaze intently. It is the term 
used to describe the actions of Peter· and Mary as 
they peered into the empty tomb of Christ on the 
morning of his resurrection Gohn 20:5, 11). It de
scribes, in vivid detail, one who stoops down to get 
the closest possible look; and, as used in our text, 
denotes one who is highly interested in the word of 
truth. It is a stronger term, and indicates a closer 
look than that suggested by "beholding" in verse 24. 
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It reveals (a) an abiding interest on the part of the 
viewer; (b) a recognition that there is something vi
tally important to see. It is this disposition which 
characterizes the interested listener. 

That into which such a one intently looks is the 
"perfect law." It is well to observe first that it is law 
in.to which one is to look. James would be utterly 
Without sympathy with that school of thought wh ich 
alleges that the Old Testament consisted wholly of 
law, but no grace; the New Testament w holly of 
grace, but no law! 

Law is "a rule of action;" to insist that there is no 
law in the New Covenant is to urge that there is no 
rule by which we are to walk today. In complete con
trast with such a view, there is a "law of Christ" (Gal. 
6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21); a "law of the Spirit of life" (Rom. 
8:2); a "law of liberty" Games 1:25; 2:12), a "law of 
love" (Rom. 13 :1 0); and, to insist that there is no law 
in ~he N~w Testament is (a) in conflict with these plain 
afftrmatwns of inspiration; (b) implies that we are 
V..:ithout an enforceable standard of conduct; and (c) 
dtsregards the significance of the word law. 

But did not Paul declare that children of God are 
not under law, but under grace? (Rom. 6:4.) T he 
~tat.ement, "Ye are not under law, but under grace," 
1s etther (a) limited by the context; or, (b) it is not. If 
it is not, Christians are a lawless people. Those who 
are under no law are lawless. It is foolish to affirm 
in one breath, that children of God are not uncle; 
law - any law - law of any kind - and then to 
concede that they are under restraint. Law is re
straint. Those who are restrained are under law. 
Where there is no law there is no restraint. 

Moreover, those who are without law are without 
sin. Sin is the transgression of the law. "Where there is 
no law, neith~r is there transgression." (Rom. 4 :15.) 
Where there .1s no l~w, there is nothing to transgress; 
where there IS nothmg to transgress, there is no sin. 
Hence, where there is no law, there is no sin. This 
conclusion is irresistible. What is sin? It is lawlessness. 
(1 John 3:4.) W hat is lawlessness? Lawlessness is an 
offence against God. But, where there is no law, there 



can be no offence against it. Those incapable of of
fending are either (a) perfect, or (b) they are wholly 
without law. How can one transgress that which does 
not exist? We are under some law; or, we are not. If we 
are not, then it is impossible for us to sin; if we are 
under some sort of law, then those who affirm other-

. . 
wise, are m grave error. 

That Paul, in the passage above alluded to (Rom. 
6:14), did not intend to affirm that children of God 
are wholly without law of any kind. This is evident 
from (a) the fact that he himself said that we are un
der the law to Christ and to God (I Cor. 9:21); and 
(b) from the context in which the statement appears. 

The thesis of Romans is that justification is 
through the system of faith which originated with 
Christ, and not by means of the law of Moses (Rom. 
1:16-17). In much detai l, and with many contrasts, 
does he pursue this argument from Rom. 1:13 
through 8:25. The law which the Gentiles did not 
have (2:12-16), was the law of Moses. That upon 
which the Jew rested, in which he found instruction, 
gloried in, and often transgressed (2: 17-24 ), was the 
law of Moses. The ordinances of the law (2:25-28), 
were the law of Moses. The works of the law (3 : 19-
20), which could not justify, were the works of the 
law of Moses. The righteousness, in Christ, apart 
from the law (2:21-26), is that which is apart from 
the law of Moses. The law which issued in, and was 
established by faith (4:3 1), was the law of Moses. 
The blessing pronounced upon Abraham, because of 
his faith (cited by the apostle to sustain the view that 
justification was not by the law of Moses), which 
was exercised anterior to the giving of the law 
(4:9-14), was declared to be apart from, and before 
the law of Moses. The law to which the Jews were 
made dead, that they might properly be joined to 
Christ (Rom. 7: 1-6), was the law of Moses. The law 
which said, "Thou shalt not covet" (Rom. 7: 7), was 
the law of Moses. The commandment, which Paul 
found to be death to him (Rom. 7:7-25), was the law 
of Moses. The law which was weak, through the 
flesh (Rom. 8:3), was the law of Moses. 

It is therefore an exceedingly careless and con
fused exegesis which would take from this context a 
statement which says, "For ye are not under law, but 
under grace," and deny that the law referred to is the 
law of Moses! Here, the contrast intended is exactly 
the same as that of John 1:17: "For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ." The conclusion is irresistible that the state
ment (Rom. 6:14 : "For ye are not under law, but un-

der grace") is limited to the contextual significance of 
the term. Paul was continuing his thesis that Chris
tians are not under the law of Moses, but are, in this 
dispensation, wholly answerable to Christ. He meant 
by the statement, You are not under the law of Moses; 
you are amenable to Christ through the system of 
grace originating with him. This is, however, far from 
affirming that, in consequence, Christians are not 
under any law (Gal. 6:2; James 2:12; 1 Cor. 9:21). 

Children of God have been, by the precious 
blood of Christ, redeemed from the curse of the law 
(of Moses and the law of sin and death), and are 
privileged, in Christ, to share in the blessings of sal
vation avai lable through conformity to "the law of 
the Spirit of life" (Rom. 8 :2). Through the freedom 
from the law of Moses children of God today enjoy, 
they may pursue their obligations under the law of 
love, realizing that the law by which they shall be 
judged Games 2: 12), is not one of slavery, but one of 
freedom. By this rule (of law), let us ever walk (Gal. 
6:16). 

The law, into which Christians are to look in
tently is a perfect one. "Perfect," in the passage, is 
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from teleion, from telos, end, thus indicating com
pleteness, fullness, wholeness. The law of Christ is 
full, complete, embodying all that is necessary to ac
complish its purpose. 

The law of liberty. This statement is further ex
planatory of why the law is designated as perfect in 
the statement preceding. It is law, it is a perfect law, 
it is a perfect law of liberty. It is law, because it is a 
rule of action the design of which is to govern our 
lives; it is a perfect law, because it is (a) without de
fect; (b) it is all-sufficient to accomplish the purpose 
for which it was designed. It is a law of liberty, be
cause obedience thereto sets one free from the bond
age of sin and Satan, and spiritual death. 

The view obtains with some that law and liberty 
are contradictory terms. The Holy Spirit, through 
James, envisioned no such difficulty. With him it is 
perfectly consistent to speak of law and liberty in the 
same breath, and to join them in the same phrase. 
Indeed, there can be true liberty only where there is 
law; law is restraint; where there is no restraint, 
there is the most hopeless and abject slavery. A dope 
addict, for example, defies law, and thus· ope'rates 
without restraint, and thereby suffers the most rigor
ous bondage. 

Denominational theologians, laboring under the 
prepossessions of their creeds, seek to eliminate all 
law from God's plan today, and in this fashion at
tempt to avoid the essentiality of baptism, and other 
acts of obedience, as conditions precedent to the for
giveness of sins. 

It is by such contended that law excludes grace; 
and that to insist on adherence to law, as a condition 
of salvation, makes the redemptive plan a system of 
works instead of faith. It is strange that those who 
thus reason (and who place such great confidence in 
the efficacy of faith, apart from all work), fail to ob
serve that on this hypothesis, faith itself is excluded! 
"They said therefore unto him, What must we do, 
that we may work the works of God? Jesus answered 
and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent." Qohn 6:28-29). 

Belief itself is thus declared to be a work of God. 
It is, therefore, highhanded presumption on the one 
hand, and a denial of the plain affirmations of scrip
ture, on the other, to insist that there is efficacy in 
one work of God (faith), but none in another (bap
tism) in order to salvation. The truth is neither is ef- · 
ficacious in obtaining salvation for us; we are saved 
on the merits of Christ's blood shed on our behalf, 
but appropriated on compliance with the conditions 

3 6 ~:.!".c~ound!~~~ 

that.the Lord himself gave. These are belief in his de
ity (Mark 16:15-16); repentance from every sin 
(Luke 13:3); confession .of him before man (Rom. 
10:9-10); and baptism in water (Acts 2:3&). The 
Lord saves us; but he saves us only when we believe, 
repent, confess, and are baptized in water for there
mission of sins! 

To allege that such is legalism is to level the 
charge against the Lord himself who is the author of 
the plan of salvation applicable to us today. To object 
to this ~n the ground that it involves a plan is ab
surd; a "plan" is "a proposed method of action or 
procedure" (Webster); the Lord requires of us the 
foregoing "method of action, or procedures" for our 
salvation. To charge that emphasis on the plan is to 
minimize the man is opposed to common sense; we 
magnify the man in exact ratio to the respect we ex
hibit for his plan. 

The confidence we have in our physician is indi
cated by the degree of faithfulness that characterizes 
our adherence to his instructions. We evidence our 
respect for Christ in the care we· exercise in doing 
what he said. We honor the man in respecting and 
obeying the plan! The effort to draw attention away 
from the plan on the allegation that such should be 
focused on the man usually has as its aim 
de-emphasis of the commands of Christ, particularly 
baptism. We implore our readers to avoid and repu
diate this hurtful and dangerous heresy. If it is legal
ism to insist that every command of Christ should be 
equally respected and faithfully obeyed, then let us 
all be legalists! Far better this than to deny the plain 
affirmations of his word and thus, in effect, to be
come infidels. 

Freed Hardeman Lectures, Open Forum 
Questions And Answers, Open Forum, Pages 293-297 

Fp 

Class study book for teen-aged girls 

s~, It's Springtitne 
by Vessa Harper 

Written in response to requests from mothers of 
junior and senior high girls, this book is designed 
to help teenage girls as they struggle to make the 
rigth decisions in the every day problems they 
face, using the scriptures. 

$6.50 for each copy 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling for one copy 

25¢ shipping for each additional copy ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 43()-()069 



Directory __ 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@repubUc.net 

-England-
Mildenhatl- Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 10 
a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-

- California - -Maryland-
Albany -1370 Marin Ave;, 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Montgomery Co.- Damascus Church of Christ, 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- (301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 
0388. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. -Minnesota-
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Miller, preacher. N · k s 55811 s o 6 ant1co e t., . un. 1 , 11 a.m., p.m., 

_Colorado_ Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

- Mississippi -Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
4050 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West • • • • • 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 

-Florida-
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 -Missouri-
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417~ 334-3866. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, d(573) 756-5925. Sun. 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., We • 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m~,6p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south~!!·?! off exit 81. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:~.m. Robert 
373-5583 Mc1ml\r,~ &n) 682-41Ul,682.aEm. - Ohio -

Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 -Aia~ama- Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 

AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Jacksonville - Jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from Jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00 p.m. Allen Webster,· preacher. 

Margate- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 - Oklahoma-~ 

Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. Larry Thomas, preacher. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 

Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, - South Carolina -
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy min. 276-2946 Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Hwy 14 (P 0 Box 625) 29652 Sun 10 11 am Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, • • • · • ' • ., a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 

7185 
p h' A 32822 S 9 10 6 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
778-8955 ers mg ve., · un. ' a.m., 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

p.m., Thurs. 7:30 p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
553-0546. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Arizona- Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Micha~l Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Gilbert- Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
. by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

Firm Foundation 
Books 

CO's 

Tapes 

VBS 

-Order online-

aible lnfonet 
http://WWw.blble·lnfonet.org/ 

March 2000 3 7 
Firm Foundation 



- Tennessee - Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

-Virginia-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 

Hurst- Northeast Ch~;~h of Christ, 1313 Karla Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun •. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
St., 76053, (817) 282_3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, . .... p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, (757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith - Was~ington -
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, ·3132 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e-

Uvingston _ 1101 w. ·Church St., Exit off 59 mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelis;. 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. -Wyoming-

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minist~~· ••• 

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Redwater- Church of Christ; Box 229, 75573, Cheyenne_ High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
(903)671-2369,671-2515.Sun.10, 10:50a.m.,6 E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30a.m., 10:30 
P.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 5 w d 7 (307) 638 7466 a.m., p.m., e • p.m., - or 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller! ~~~gelist. (307) 634-3040. 

Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Rosenberg- Graeber Road Church of Christ, Sheridan _ Northside Church of Christ, 58 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Whed. 7:30 p.m: AlEleglin. Hhahnd, a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Rigo Arguera, preac ers. (Services m n s an 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
-Texas- on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 

9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Tom Wacaster, 
preacher. intemet:http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Firm Foundation 
has 

Bible Class Literature 
and 

Correspondences Courses 

1-800-572-3619 

Conley, Dobbs, Moffitt 
Catholic Debate Tapes 

$44.95 • VIdeo set 
Price Includes shipping. 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

1-BOD-572·3619 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally.fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $1 0 for 1-2 
Inches. This Is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 7743()-()069 
(888) 367·6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • Jprophet@republlc.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 

3 8 March 2000 
Firm Foundation 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for tbe Cbrlstlan 

By Leary Brownlow 

This volume is devoted to the 
development of the children of God 
in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and 
principles given in the Bible, which, 
when properly applied, should be 
of practical help to the Christian in 
facing every situation of life. 

$4.00 plus $2.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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The Two 
Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
Its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to 
discern and defeat the errors advanced 
by so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3.75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Preachers Needed 
Preacher/evangelist wanted for 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible preferred. 
Must be doctrinally sound. Salary and 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply to South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, CT 06032 Attn. Tom 
Washington, email: tommie.washington@espn.com 
(860) 521-3896 

Congregation of SO members in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-rime minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
attendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities, $400/month. Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
preaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 
Position available june 1. Send r~sum~, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recent sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, 
P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Youth/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
university or preaching school. He will be 

Questions 
and Answers 

Open Forum 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

add 50¢ s&h tor each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Village Square Church of Christ, Chalmette, LA, is 
searching for pulpit minister for congregation of 
60-70. Send r~sum~ to Elders, Village Square 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1165, Chalmette, LA 
70043 or call Charles Whitley, (504) 393-7046, 
or evenings j. V. Russell (504) 271-5279. 

Minister needed for the church at 307 7th Street, 
Branson, MO 65616. Send r~sume to Melvin 
Wood, 148 Compton Ridge, Branson, MO 65616 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send r~sume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Preacher wanted: Southern Illinois congregation 
seeking a full-time or part-time minister. For 
consideration please send recent tape and resume 
to Church of Christ, 502 East Fifth St., Flora, IL 
62839. (618) 662-6616; (618) 662-8934; (618) 
662-2597. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send resume 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
resume to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Conservative congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 

are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. Ellmore, chairman, at (765) 793-2387 

Full-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in part
time work. Please send r~sum~ to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 (new phone number) 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35 +) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Ideal for the 
retired who wishes to continue in God's work. 
Will consider those interested in part-time work. 
Please send resum~ and recent tape to 445 
Creekview Dr., Wewahitchka, FL 32465, or call 
(850) 639-3218 or email Wewachurch@aol.com. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books • The Lord's Church • 
Past, Present, Future (1999) $15.00, The Godhead 
(1998) $15.00, Dangerous 'Isms (1997) $14.50. 
Write or call for list of others. Most books available 
on CD. Order from Southaven Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-
2690. Add $2.00 shipping & handling on single 
book orders. Multiple orders sent and billed. 

Church Bulletins Bound • $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.com/binding.html 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

100 sermon outlines by Brodie Crouch on the 
internet at http://sprhill.net/bcrouchl 
Free: Pews, 22, 14' padded pews given to any 
congregation in need. You pick up and carry away. 
Call Chris, (504) 277-5548 (evenings) or J. V. 
Russell (504) 271-5279. 
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Firm Foundation 
Alternate VBS Literature 

LOVE IS THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
To show that the command to love God first 
is the foundation of all Christianity and 
service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
To show that our love for God which is the 
foundation of our Christianity is manifested 
in the way we love our neighbors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13:1-2) 
To show that the Great Command Second 
One will lead us to love all the people in all 
the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
To show that love in the home is possible 
when we apply the Word of God to our 
home relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 1 0:24) 
To show that Christian love is so im
portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctly without it. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800·572·3619 

Sample kits must be returned by June I, 2000 for refund. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Damon, TX 77430-0069 
March2000 

Address service requested. 

Firm Foundation 
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God's Wonderful World 

Lesson 1: God Is Real 
(Heb. 11; Rom. 1; Psa. 19) 
To give a reason for the hope that is in 
believers concerning the existence of God, 
and in the accuracy and excellency of His 
revelation 

Lesson 2: God Did Create 
(Gen. 1-2; Heb. 11 :3) 
To instill confidence in the biblical account of 
the origin of the universe. 

Lesson 3: God Has Spoken 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:12-21; 1 Cor. 2:9-16) 
To give the basis for an abiding faith in the 
Bible as the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God, dependable and complete. 

Lesson 4: God Gave Jesus 
(John 3:16; Heb. 1:1 to 2:18) 
To prove the deity of Jesus and to show 
how he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power by his resurrection from the 
dead, and that the grace of salvation comes 
to us through the obedience of Christ and 
our own obedience. 

Lesson 5: God Caused Miracles 
(John 1:1-s; 1:14; 20:30-31,· Heb. 2:1-4) 
To show the nature and credibility of the 
miracles of the Bible and to show how 
supernatural acts confirm divine revelation. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800-572-3619 

Sample kits must be returned by June I, 2000 for refund. 
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Denomination Not 
By Frazier Conley 

What is a denomination? In general terms, a 
denomination is anything that has been 
named. But that is not the religious use of 

the term. In religious terminology a denomination is 
"an organized group of religious congregations" 
(American Heritage Dictionary). 

A denomination is therefore a body larger than 
the local congregation and smaller than the church 
universal. 

In the New Testament, we find the existence of 
local congregations. We also find mentioned the 
church universal. What we do not find is any inter
mediate type of body. 

Among the local congregations found in the 
New Testament to whom Paul wrote letters are the 
churches at Rome, at Corinth, at Ephesus, at Phil
ippi, at Colossae, and at Thessalonica. There are sev
eral congregations named in Acts: Jerusalem, Dam
ascus, Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, Antioch, Paphos, 
Antioch of Pisidia, !conium, Lystra, Derbe, Beroea, 
Athens, Troas (seemingly), Miletus (perhaps), 
Ptolemais, and Puteoli. Other congregations of the 
NT are Cenchreae, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Nicopolis 
(perhaps), Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, and 
Philadelphia. 

All of these were localized assemblies of Chris
tians. They were not oversight organizations that 
contained within themselves other local congrega
tions. 

Sometimes the New Testament speaks of the 

church in a universal sense, as when Jesus said "on 
this rock I will build my church" (Matt. 16:18). In 
this promise, Jesus referred to all Christians univer
sally who would ever be gathered into local congre
gations. Paul spoke of the church universal when he 
said, "There is one body and one Spirit" (Eph. 4:4). 
In the one body, the church, is contained all of the 
local congregations. No human organizational struc
ture is instituted in the New Testament for the 
church universal. 

The only human organizational structure found 
in the New Testament is that instituted for local con
gregations: "[T]hey ... appointed elders for them in 
every church" (Acts 14:23). 

In today's religious world, however, we find an
other type of body - the denomination. 

A denomination is not the church universal, be
cause it does not contain within it nor supervise all 
congregations worldwide, but only a limited number 
of congregations. Neither does a denomination have 
any intention of limiting itself to one local congrega
tion. Rather it is, and its intention is to be, a human
invented umbrella organization that brings under its 
structure and control a number of local churches. 

The pertinent fact is that there are no such de
nominations instituted, described, or endorsed by 
the New Testament, which is the Christian's com
plete guide to religious faith and practice. 

The denomination is a human fabrication, not a 
divine institution. It is therefore a transgression of 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

( 

hange is necessary to maturity. To go 
from baby to adult requires change. 
The alternative is to be forever imma

ture. Some one has observed, "A wise man will 
change his mind, but a fool never will." Even 
God changes his mind, though in his essence 
there "can be no variation, neither shadow that 
is cast by turning." Like Jesus, He is "the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever." 

Change, on the other hand, can be evil and 
threatening. Not all change is for the better. Two millenniums ago 
some brothers in Galatia went from the gospel to another gospel, 
which was not another gospel, only some were perverting the gos
pel of Christ. 

So, we are confronted with two evils - (1) the sin of not 
changing at all and (2) the sin of leaving truth to embrace error 
because we crave change. 

People who are determined to make her change merely for the 
sake of change beset the church in our day. The battle cry of the 
modern change-agent among us is, "The church must change or 
she will die." That sounds ominous. These prophets of doom may 
even be correct. Still, if the change is away from truth to soul 
damning error, then, to paraphrase an American Patriot, "Give me 
saving truth, or give me death." 

We cannot afford to give up known and established truth sim
ply because we are afraid that if we do not change we shall perish. 
Paul understood the church in his day was on the threshold of a 
major apostasy (2 Thess. 2:1-11). Knowing that a dark day of de
parture from God and his Word was at hand, Paul's inspired ad
vice was: 

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren 
beloved of the Lord, for that God chose you from the beginning 
unto salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth : whereunto he called you through our gospel, to the ob
taining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, 
stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye were taught, 
whether by word, or by epistle of ours (2 Thess. 2 : 13-15). 

You will notice that Paul did not say, "A horrible day of apos
tasy is coming when the overwhelming majority in the church will 
be swept into error, and so, therefore, lay down your sword and 
shield, turn tail, and run." Instead, he said, "Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. 16:13}. ASV 

James DeForest Murch, in his book, Christians Only, points 



out how those who called themselves Disciples of Christ began to 
agitate for change to "stay up with the times." Change they did -
and change some more. Today the group is in total apostasy and 
worships the earth as Creator and eats milk and honey for the 
Lord's Supper. And they are dead. When the death rattle was in 
their throat, their slogan changed from, "The church must change 
or die," to "The church was born to die." Now that is change for 
you- and it is change unto death. 

Our total commitment must be to the everlasting truth of 
God's eternal Word. If any position or idea is not according to the 
teaching of inspired revelation, then, by all means, let us change. 
If the change is from error to truth, then change is noble. If the 
change is from truth to error, then it is ignoble. The key is, What 
does the Bible teach? Let us stick with that at all costs- even 
unto death. 

"[B]e not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Yea, fear him!" 

Some well-meaning and sincere teachers are more concerned 
about what great but uninspired men have said in the past than 
they are about what the Bible says. We should not care a fig about 
what any uninspired man may say, but we must care very much 
about what the Bible says. 

The church has reaped a rich harvest of spiritual blessing from 
the lives of great men and women. Every attempt at the restora
tion of New Testament Christianity has produced valiant souls 
that would rather die than to drop incense in worship of Caesar. 
Many were martyred, some were impoverished, all of them suf
fered, but they held to their sacred honor and would not exchange 
one word of truth for all the world's gold. They counted "there
proach of Christ of greater riches, than the treasures of Egypt." 
We honor their blessed memory. "The time will fail me if I tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, J ephthah; of David and Samuel and the 
prophets." 

Still, the one name that eternally shines for our enlightenment 
is the name of Jesus. That is the ticket. "In none other is there sal
vation" (Acts 4: 12). 

We read and study the words of great teachers of the past and 
present, but the only thing that counts is what the God-breathed 
scriptures teach. Sometimes we gain insights into profound spiri
tual truths by reading the comments of good men. Yet, the thing is 
right or wrong not on the basis of the word of any mere mortal, 
but on the basis of what the Spirit of God said as he moved mor
tals to record a knowledge of the truth (1 Pet. 1:21; John 16:13; 2 
Tim. 3:16-17). 

We all know this to be true and pay lip-service to it, but how 
frail we are and often do we fail to live up to what we know is 
right. We know more than we do. 

It is not a matter of what I have taught in the past, nor of what 
some master in spiritual Israel has said. It is not a matter of what is 
convenient or profitable. But the critical thing is - Is it true ac-
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cording to the teaching of God's undying Word? 
Once in a blue moon we will hear someone com

plain of a brother of Jesus and accuse him of chang
ing on some teaching. Well, so what? The question 
is, Did he change from error to truth, or did he go 
the. other way? And that can only be determined by 
comparing the teaching to the Bible. 

It boils down to what the Bible teaches. It is a 
carping criticism to say of a brother, He once taught 
one thing but now teaches something different. That 
is of no concern. The complaint against him may or 
may not be correct. But it does not matter! The thing 
that counts - always counts - and the only thing 
that counts- is, What does the Bible teach? Noth
ing else matters. 

Agents for change to the worse and away from 
the biblical perspective rag and bedevil us to be cou
rageous enough to change simply because they say 
so. They banter and browbeat the venerable saint to 
turn his back on known and established truth to ac
cept something new just because it is new. Foy 
Wallace once commented, "It is not a matter of is it 
new? But it is a matter of is it true?" 

The device often used to move the people of 
God away from Bible truth to human philosophy is 
to misrepresent the teaching of Romans 14. The 
trick is downright cunning. It goes something like 
this: 

Do not set at nought him that eateth not; and 
let not him that eateth not judge him that eateth 
(v. 3). 

Who art thou that judgest the servant of an
other: for God hath received him (v. 4). 

Let us not therefore judge one another any 
more (v. 13). 

Destroy not with thy meat him for whom 
Christ died (v. 15). 

The conclusion has to be that it is wrong to con
demn any teaching or any person. Of course, it falls 
into the old and well-known trap of being self-con
de~ing because it is itself a judgment of condemna
tion. "Happy is he that judgeth not himself in that 
which he approveth" (v. 22). If all judging is wrong, 
then it is wrong to judge someone for judging. The 
only thing tpe advocate of this view can consistently 
do is seal his lips and let his tongue cleave to the roof 
of his mouth. 
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The aim of those who pervert the teaching of 
Romans 14 is to disparage obedience. We must not 
judge one another, therefore, instrumental music in 
the corporate worship of the church is just fine. We 
must not judge each other, therefore, it is all right to 
immerse in baptism, but we dare not say that sprin
kling, as a substitute for baptism, is a sin. On and on 
it goes, and every law of God is finally modified or 
denied. 

The new covenant has many specific commands. 
The commands must be obeyed. We will be judged 
in the final day by the words of Jesus Oohn 12:48). 
Submission to the will of God and strict keeping of 
his laws is necessary to receiving his blessings. 

The Old Testament stresses the importance of 
hearing and doing the will of God. It was the one 
important relationship, which must not be broken. 
Samuel asked the question, "Hath Yahweh as great 
delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obey
ing the voice of Yahweh? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams" 
(1 Sam. 15:22). It was the condition without which 
no right relation·might be sustained to Jehovah. This 
is most clearly stated in the relation between Abra
ham and God when he is assured, "In thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou 
hast obeyed my voice" (Gen. 22:18). 

In prophetic utterances, future blessing and 
prosperity were conditioned upon obedience: "If ye 
be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land" (Isa. 1: 19). Mter surveying the glories of the 
Messianic kingdom, the prophet assures the people 
that "this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently 
obey the voice of Jehovah your God" (Zech. 6:15). 
On the other hand misfortune, calamity, distress and 
famine are due to disobedience and distrust. 

The New Testament demands obedience. Christ 
is its one great illustration of obedience. He 
"humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto 
death, yea, the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:8). "By 
obedience to Him we are through Him made partak
ers of His salvation" (He b. 5 :9). This act is a su
preme test of faith in Christ. "Obedience of faith" is 
a combination used by Paul to express this idea 
(Rom. 1:5, 17: 26). Paul gloried in the obedience of 
the Roman saints (Rom. 16:19). Peter says believers 
in Christ are "children of obedience" (1 Pet. 1:14). 

We can be certain that any teaching that depre
cates obedience to God and excuses keeping his laws 
is wrong. Satan has always been the power behind 
every transgression and disobedience. 



It should strike fear and suspicion into the mind 
of any one knowledgeable of Bible teaching to hear 
any philosophy that would encourage disregard of a 
divine injunction. Solomon pretty well summed it up 
when he said at the dedication of the temple that be
cause God had kept all his promises to the nation of 
Israel "he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk 
in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and 
his statutes, and his ordinances, which he com
manded our fathers" (1 Kings 8:58). The constant 
theme of the Bible is "fear God and keep his com
mandments for this is the whole duty of man." 

When anyone uses Romans 14 in an attempt to 
prove that a specific, particular command of God 
can be disregarded, be sure that he is wrong and his 
teaching is false. From such turn away. 

Paul is saying in Romans 14 that in matters of in
difference and opinion we are not to be judgmental, 
but he is distinctly not saying that positive divine in
structions may be ignored or changed. 

When God specifies a thing, our obedience must 

Denomination - Not 
(continued from page 1) 

God's will. God intended for Christians to come to
gether into local assemblies, true spiritual families, 
not into ·conventions, synods, associations, etc. 

If the Lord had thought it was a good idea for 
preachers to be appointed by some supervisory body, 
rather than by the local assembly of Christians, he 
would have instituted such a body. He did not. 

If the Lord had thought it was a good idea for 
Christians to be told what to believe and practice by 
some remote administrative organization, he would 
have instituted such a body. He did not. 

If the Lord had determined that it was a sound 
idea to organize all congregations into a pyramid
type hierarchy with one human being at the top, no 
doubt he would have included some mention of it in 
his revealed will. He did not. The history of 
Christendom has shown his wisdom. 

What should denominations do? They should 
dissolve themselves. They have no scriptural author
ity for their existence. 

The members of such groups should obey the 
gospel, and form themselves into local assemblies of 
people answering directly to their Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 

be specific. Explicit commands demand explicit ac
tion. Some times God leaves a matter to our discre
tion, and in that case we have liberty of choice. It is 
dastardly and destructive to confuse the two, but this 
is exactly what false teachers do. We have seen lists 
that put in the same category essential things like 
singing in worship of God, baptism for the remission 
of sins, the oneness of the faith and non-essential 
things like whether to drink coffee, eat in the church 
building, or whether the communion bread is to be 
snapped or pinched. 

To understand Romans 14 and to avoid making 
the Bible contradict itself, we must make a difference 
between the essential and the optional. 

"For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; so 
as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Behold, I 
have told you beforehand" (Matt. 24:24-25). 

P. 0. Box 690192 
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Are the members of local churches of Christ 
members of a denomination? Not in any sense. They 
are merely people who have obeyed the gospel, who 
have gathered themselves into local assemblies, and 
who have appointed from among their number men 
they call elders to watch over them locally, in accor
dance with New Testament precedent. They have 
not placed themselves under the human oversight of 
any body larger than the local family of God. 

Now simply because a local group of people as
semble, call on the name of Christ, and refuse to 
merge into some intermediate human-invented orga
nization does not mean that they are pleasing to God 
in all other matters. But they are pleasing to God at 
least in their rejection of the concept of the religious 
denomination, just as scripture itself rejects the con
cept. 

We are convinced on this matter: We are confi
dent that being undenominational is in harmony 
with the will of God; we are sure that we do not be
long to a denomination; and we are sure that we are 
not a denomination. P. 0. Box 7 

Whitewright, TX 75491 
Fp 
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A Holy Priesthood 
By Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

In 1 Peter 2:9, the writer claims for the church all 
the privileges listed for Israel in Exodus 19 :5-6, 
a list also included in the LXX of Exodus 23:22 

though not in the H ebrew tex t at that place . Then 
Isaiah promises in an eschatological setting, "But 
you shall be called the priests of the Lord, men shall 
speak of you as ministers of our God; you shall eat 
the wealth of nations, and in their riches you sha ll 
glory" (Isa. 61:6). 

First in the list of privileges is that of being a 
"chosen race." The O.T. places much emphasis on 
God's choice of Israel (Deut. 14:2; Isa. 43 :20-21). 
Peter in his letter has already spoken of the readers 
being chosen (1 Pet. 1:2). Christian apologists of the 
second century contrasted Christians with Greeks 
and Jews and spoke of them as a third race. 1 

But Israel and Christians are also a royal priest
hood (mamlekheth kohanim; basileion hierateuma; 
regnum sacerdotale).2 It is debated whether in Greek 
we have here two nouns or an adjective and a noun. 
If an adjective and a noun, the statement means that 
the readers are a priesthood in the service of a king. 
Ancient kings at times had in their service their own 
group of priests. If two nouns are here (as in the 
Book of Revelation 1:6; 5:10), Christians are a king
dom whose citizens are all priests living wholly fo r 
God's service. All have access to God and serve as 
priests to the rest of the world. They are set apart 
from the rest of the world for the worship and ser
vice of the Lord. 

Christians are a holy nation. The term holy sug
gests separateness and exclusiveness (Ex. 22 :31). 
They are set apart (consecrated) and should live ac
cordingly. Peter has already cited the O.T. demand, 
"You shall be holy, for I am holy" (1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

Christians are to be God's own people (laos eis 
peripoiesin). T he KJV rendered this Hebrew term 'am 
segullah as "a peculiar people" (Ex. 19:5; Deut. 14:2; 
26: 19) thereby stimu lating much misplaced zeal on 
one's being different in insignificant ways. We have 
not yet entirely freed our thinking. The term actually 

1Aristidcs, Apology 2; Ep. Diognetus 5. 
zc. Schrenk, "bieros, hierateuma," TDNT 3:249£. 
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means that which belongs to one person and has noth
ing to do with strangeness. "The Lord has chosen you 
to be a people for his own possession out of all the 
peoples that are on the face of all the earth" (Deut. 
7:6; d. 14:2). The prophet Malachi speaks of the 
Lord's special possession (Mal. 3: 17) . The Lord has 
purchased the church with his own blood (Acts 
20:28). Christians are redeemed by blood (Eph. 1:7), 
redeemed from all iniquity (Titus 3: 14). Peter states 
the idea of being ransomed by the blood of a lamb 
without spot (1 Pet. 1:18). 

Though Peter never uses the terms spiritual Israel 
or the true Israel, the church has the position Israel 
formerly occupied. Early Christians thought of 
themselves as the true heirs of the O.T. But despite 
all these privileges which are claimed for the church, 
Peter is anxious that Christians not make the mistake 
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that Israel made of stressing privilege and forgetting 
responsibility. The privilege is "that you may declare 
the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light." The privilege of 
these complimentary terms carries with it the duty of 
proclamation. The duty stated pertains to all aspects 
of the description given in the epistle, not merely to 
the priesthood. 

When Peter speaks of Christians being a holy 
priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5) and of their being a royal 
priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9), he is using a metaphor which 
is also encountered in the Book of Revelation 
though the grammatical structures used are not the 
same. There the writer declares that God has made 
us to be kings and priests to God (basileian, hiereis 
[Rev. 1:6]; basileian kai hiereis [5:10]). Then it is de
clared that the second death has no power over 
those who share in the first resurrection, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall reign 
(Rev. 20: 6). 

The primary functionaries of the 0. T. system 
were the kings, the priests, and the prophets. 
Though Queen Athaliah was a usurper, the legiti
mate Judean kings were initiated into office by 
anointing and were spoken of as the Lord's anointed 
(1 Sam. 16:6; 24:6, 10). The prophets were the 
spokesmen for God. God put his words in the 
prophet's mouth, and the prophet spoke God's 
words to the people. At Sinai when the people had 
heard the thunder and had seen the fire, out of fear 
they asked that Moses speak to them rather than the 
Lord (Ex. 20: 19). Moses became the prophet par ex
cellence (Deut. 34: 10). The priests were the people's 
representatives with God. They taught the people, 
they blessed the people, and they accepted the 
people's offerings and sacrificed them to God. 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews goes to 
great length to instruct us that Jesus became the 
great sympathetic high priest. It is the only book in 
the N. T. that applies the term priest to him. He 
serves in the tent not pitched by people. There in 
heaven, he, as a sinless one, offered his own blood 
making a sacrifice once for all time. The sacrifice 
need never be repeated. He lives forever to make in
tercession. He is the one mediator between God and 
people (1 Tim. 2:5). 

Since the Law of Moses provided for priests who 
were descendants of Levi, the writer of Hebrews has 
to explain how one descended from Judah can serve. 
The writer goes back to Melchizedek spoken of in 
Genesis 14 and has Christ to be a priest after the or-

der of Melchizedek who was both king and priest. 
Abraham recognized the standing of Melchizedek by 
paying tithes to him. With such a high priest, the 
Christian can come boldly to the throne of grace to 
find help in time of need. At the death of Jesus the 
curtain of the temple which separated the holy place 
from the most holy was torn (Mark 15 :38). Jesus 
opened the new and living way for us through the 
curtain (Heb. 10:20). 

The picture of the Epistle to the Hebrews ex
poses the folly of the type of thought which appoints 
men to be special priests and speaks of the Mass as 
being an unbloody offering of the Christ. Scripture 
provided for neither of these practices. They are 
both the developments of unscriptural traditions. By 
the time one gets to the early sixteenth century, En
glish churchmen were speaking of priests (which is a 
contracted form of the word presbyter) instead of el
ders; and one of the objections Thomas More had to 
Tyndale's New Testament was that it dropped the 
"priest" terminology. 

The New Testament also makes no provision for 
on-going special ranks of priests as the Latter Day 
Saints have in their organization. 

Many ancient religions had a priesthood, but to 
appreciate what Peter is telling us, one first has to go 
back to the provisions Moses made for priests and to 
look at their qualifications, their position, and their 
service. Out of the twelve tribes of Israel, the Lord 
chose the tribe of Levi to be his special possession to 
carry on his service. The Levites at the episode of the 
golden calf had responded to Moses' call, "Who is 
on the Lord's side?" had slaughtered the offenders, 
and were designated for the Lord's service (Ex. 
32:28-29). The firstborn of all creatures belonged to 
the Lord, but he took the Levites in lieu of the first
born of people (Num. 3:41). 

Then out of the Levites the Lord chose Aaron 
and his descendants to be the priests (Ex. 28:1, 41). 
A person did not volunteer to be a priest; he was one 
by birth. The position was not a temporary position. 
He was a priest for life. His active service may have 
begun with an anointing, for one reads of the 
anointed priest (Lev. 4:3). Moses inducted Aaron 
and his sons by washing them (Lev. 8:6), by clothing 
them in priest's clothes, and by sprinkling anointing 
oil and blood on them (Ex. 29:7; Lev. 8:30). 

As a holy person, the priest could not serve with 
any sort of physical blemish. No person who was 
blind, had a disfigured face, was a hunchback, a 
dwarf, had one leg or hand shorter than the other, or 
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had an itching disease could approach the altar to 
offer sacrifice (Lev. 21:16-24 ). The priest could not 
defile himself by coming into contact with the dead 
other than for his nearest kin (Lev. 21: 1-5). He 
could not shave the corners of his beard or make any 
gashes in his flesh. He could not marry either a har
lot or a divorced woman (Lev. 21:7) . Even stricter 
demands were made of the high priest. He could not 
go near the dead body of even his father or mother. 
He must marry only a virgin; he could not marry a 
widow (Lev. 21:14 ). 

The priest's position was a teaching position. He 
taught Israel the statutes and ordinances of the Lord: 
"You are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes 
that the Lord has spoken to them by Moses" (Lev. 
10:11; cf. Deut. 24 :8; 31 :9-12). 

This duty of the priest is that one most likely to 

have been overlooked in modern consideration of 
the priesthood. The sternest denunciation of the 
priests in the books of the prophets is in connection 
with their failure to teach. When Jeroboam I set up 
his worship centers of Bethel and Dan in the north
ern kingdom, he appointed a non-levitical priest
hood to serve at them (1 Kings 12:31). 
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and of the Lord's rejecting them from being priests. 
They had forgotten the laws of God, and he would 
forget their children (Hos. 4:6). In the south, Micah 
charges that "the priests teach for a price" (Mic. 
3: 11). Jeremiah charges, "For both prophet and 
priest ply their trade through the land, and have no 
knowledge" Uer. 14:18) . "Both priest and prophet 
are ungodly" Uer. 23:11). Ezekiel says: 

H er priests have done vio lence to my law and 
have profaned my holy things; they have made 
no distinction between the ho ly and the com
mon, neither have they taught the difference be
tween the unclean and the clean, and they have 
disregarded my sabbaths, so that I am profaned 
among them (Ezek. 22:26). 

Even after the exile, Malachi says of Levi: 
My covenant with him was a covenant of life 
and peace, and I gave them to h im, that he 
might fear; and he feared me, he stood in awe of 
my name. True instruction was in his mouth, 
and no wrong was found on his lips. H e walked 
with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned 
many from iniquity. For the lips of a priest 
should guard knowledge, and people shou ld 
seek instruction from his mouth, fo r he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts. But you have 
turned aside from the way; you have caused 
many to stumb le by your inst ruction; you have 
corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of 
hosts; and so I make you despised and abased 
before all the people, inasmuch as you have not 
kept my ways but have shown partiality in your 
instruction (Mal. 2:5-9). 

In addition to teaching, there is also for the 
priest to give what has come to be known as the 
priestly blessing. Moses charged Aaron and his sons 
to bless the Israelites: The Lord bless you and keep 
you; The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you; The Lord lift up his countenance 
upon you, and give you peace (Num. 6:24-26). 

Malachi threatens that the Lord will curse the 
priests' blessings (Mal. 2 :2). 

Levites were not given land in the distribution 
under Joshua. They were given forty-eight Levitical 
cities scattered through the tribes. Micah employed 
for his shrine a Levite who previously lived in Beth
lehem Uudges 17:7-13), and the Levite whose con
cubine was abused lived in Ephraim Uudges 19: 1). 
Samuel was descended from Levites who lived in the 
territory of Ephraim. When Saul came to Samuel, 
the local girls told him about the sacrifice, "For the 
people will not eat until he [Samuel] comes, since he 
must bless the sacrifice; afterward those eat who are 
invited" (1 Sam. 9:13). 

Then there was the sacrificial service fo r priests 



to discharge. Saul at Gilgal sacrificed before Samuel 
arrived and was condemned for it (1 Sam. 13:8-13). 
Samuel came to Bethlehem ro sacrifice when he 
chose David to be king (1 Sam. 16:2-5). The service 
of the tabernacle was carried out by the priests. A 
person in Israel did not sacrifice his own victim. He 
brought it to the priest at the place God had desig
nated - first to the tabernacle and later to the 
temple. The priests attended the lamps that were 
kept burning in the holy place. They offered incense 
morning and evening at the altar of incense. They 
replaced the twelve loaves of shew bread once each 
week. The high priest officiated on the day of atone
ment, first making an atonement for his own sins ro 
be qualified to make an offering for the sins of the 
people. 

That one knows all these things is assumed by 
Peter when he speaks of a holy priesthood or of a 
royal priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices (1 Pet. 
2:5}. The priesthood of Christ is described in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews but is not taken up in 1 Peter. 
No provision is made for any person other than 
Christ to stand as a mediator between God and 
people. Each person is his own priest in God's ser
vice. Surely we can see some very striki ng analogies 
with the O.T. system. 

As the Levitical priest, as a holy person, had to 
be a perfect physical specimen so the holy priest 
should strive to be spiritually without spot and with
out blemish. The emphasis is not on physical condi
tions. The physically blind, the halt, the deformed 
are not excluded from the Gospel. The eunuch was 
not excluded. All who labor and are heavy laden are 
invited. However, the cowardly, the faithless, the 
polluted, the murders, the fornicators, the sorcerers, 
the idolaters, and all liars are those excluded from 
the heavenly city (Rev. 21:8}. Nothing unclean will 
enter, nor anyone who practices abomination or 
falsehood (Rev. 21:27). The priesthood figure calls 
on us to cleanse ourselves for God's service -to be 
without spot or blemish in God's sight (2 Pet. 3:14). 

We have pointed out how that Aaron and his 
sons were initiated into service by washing. An anal
ogy can be made. One enters the royal priesthood by 
having his heart sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and his body washed in pure water (Heb. 10:22) . 
This imagery comes from the consecration of O.T. 
priests (Ex. 29 :21; Lev. 8:6, 30). In the early history 
of Christianity, Jesus' statement about being born of 
water and Spirit Oohn 3 :5} was taken seriously. 
There was no such thing as a person thinking of him-

self as a Christian when he was unbaptized. Peter 
later makes the analogy with the flood and says, 
"Baptism which corresponds to this [the flood] now 
saves you" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

There is the work of proclamation. As the Leviti
cal priests were teachers, so the royal priest must be 
a teacher. Timothy is charged, "What you heard 
from me before many witnesses, entrust to faithful 
people that they may be able to teach others also" (2 
Tim. 2:2}. The elder is by qualification to be a ca
pable teacher (1 Tim. 3 :2; T itus 1 :9}. The older 
women are to teach younger women (Titus 2:3-5). 

But there is also the matter of offerings and gifts 
to God as the duty of priests. The shadows give way 
to realities. Peter talks about offering "spiritual sacri
fices (pneumatikas thysias) acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet . 2:5}. The contrast is 
obviously with the material sacrifices of the O.T. and 
of pagan worship. Christ's offering was "a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God" (Eph. 5 :2). The sacri
fices of the roya l priesthood make no sacrifice for 
sins. T hat was taken care of in the offering of the 
body of Jesus once for all. The priests of the law of
fered gifts and sacrifices in addition to burnt offer
ings. T he offerings were for thanksgiving and for fel
lowship. 

Peter's idea of "spiritual sacrifices" has its ante
cedents in the O.T. Through the psalmist, the Lord 
asks, "Do I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood 
of goats? Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and pay your vows to the Most High .... He who 
brings thanksgiving as his sacrifice honors me" (Psa. 
50:13-14, 23). David, in his psalm of penitence, 
says, "For you have no delight in sacrifice; were I to 
give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The 
sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a bro
ken and contrite heart, 0 God, you will not despise" 
(Psa. 51: 16-17}. 

Another psalm of David declares, "I will praise 
the name of God with a song; I will magnify him with 
thanksgiving. This will please the Lord more than an 
ox or a bull w ith horns and hoofs" (Psa. 69:30-31). 
Yet another psalm implores, "Let my prayer be 
counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of 
my hands as an evening sacrifice" (Psa. 141 :2}. 

The prophet Hosea declares that the Lord wants 
steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of 
God, rather than burnt offerings (Hos. 6:6}. His call 
of penitence says, "Take with you words and return to 
the Lord; say to him, 'Take away all iniquity; accept 
that which is good and we will render the fruit of our 
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lips'" (Hos. 14:2). Isaiah denounces Israel's trust in 
sacrifice, festivals, and prayers and calls for ceasing to 

do evil and for learning to do good (lsa. 1: 11-17). 
Micah has that great passage which after rejection of 
multiplication of sacrifices summarizes the Lord's 
demands as "To do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God" (Mic. 6:8). 

The Samaritans, whose sacrifices on Mt. Gerizim 
had been terminated by the destruction of their 
temple, said, "We offer sacrifice before the Lord on 
the altar of prayers ... we sanctify ourselves and 
praise and proclaim. "3 

There is no doubt that Peter was the heir of O.T. 
thought, but he differs from first-century Judaism, 
which had its functioning priesthood at the temple 
(Luke 1:9; Heb. 7:5), in that Judaism never saw 
spiritual acts as a replacement of temple sacrifices. 
Only after the temple in Jerusalem had been de
stroyed in A.D. 70 and sacrifice was no longer pos
sible, Jonathan ben Zakkai reconstituted Judaism on 
the theology that repentance and good works fi lled 
the place that sacrifice previously had. 

For Peter, the death of Jesus had purchased a 
people, and they are a kingdom of priests to offer 
spiritual sacrifices. The temple sacr ifices in Jerusa
lem had played their role. Their termination was not 
merely a circumstance to which Christians have to 
adjust. Christians have the privilege of coming near 
to the throne of God (Heb. 9:1-10:25). They do not 
serve in an earthly cult in Jerusalem or elsewhere. 
They serve in the kingdom of Christ. 

The spiritual sacrifices are to be acceptable 
(euprosdektos) to God through Jesus Christ. Not all 
sacrifices in the O.T. were acceptable. Abel's offering 
was accepted, but Cain's was rejected (Gen. 4:3-5). 
Saul's proposal to offer the choice animals in Gilgal 
was unacceptable (1 Sam. 15 :22-23). Sacrifices of
fered out of wrong motives were unacceptable (Mic. 
6:8). 

In contrast to all of these, Paul speaks of the offer
ing of the Gentiles being acceptable (Rom. 15: 16), of 
prayers acceptable (1 Tim. 2:3), and the writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of acceptable worship 
(Heb. 12:28) and of sacrifices pleasing to God (Heb. 
13:15-16). Though the vocabulary is different, "ac
ceptable to God" (euarestos; Rom. 12:1; 14: 18; Phil. 
4: 18) also suggests well pleasing. One sometimes 
gives a wife or a friend what the giver wants, not what 
the receiver wants. We need to ask if the same motive 

lj. McDonald, The Theology of the Samaritans (1964), 274. 
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does not characterize a lot of religious activity today. 
Is it not what the worshiper likes more than that 
which the Lord has stated that he likes? 

The royal priest offers his body as a living sacrifice 
holy and acceptable to God which is his spiritual ser
vice (logikos latreia; Rom. 12:1). A person cannot al
ways determine the way the community goes. He can
not clean up all the crime and the sin that surrounds 
him. But he can clean himself up to be a vessel suitable 
for the Master's se rvice (2 Tim. 2:20-21). Yet is it not 
true that in this self-centered age - this "me first" age 
- in which we live this becomes the hardest of the 
Lord's demands? Frank Sinatra's song says, "I did it 
my way!" Is it not true that one is willing to meet most 
any of the Lord's demands other than this one of of
fering his body as a living sacrifice? Is it not true that 
the person one sees in the mirror is the one who stands 
most in his way of serving God? 

The Epistle to the H ebrews speaks of singing as 
being one of the spiritual sacrifices one offtrs to God. 
In contrast with the sacrifices of the law, the writer 
admonishes, "Though him then let us continually of
fer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fru it of lips 
that acknowledge his name" (Heb. 13 : 15). 

There is also the good one does to those about 
him. The wri ter of the Epistle to the Hebrews pro
ceeds to say, "Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to 
God" (Heb. 13:16). Such an admonition takes one 
back to Jesus' statement in the Gospel of Matthew: 
"As you did it unto one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me" (Matt. 25 :40). One also 
remembers the generosity of the early church where 
no one thought of his possessions as being his own 
but distribution was made as each had need. 

Paul, while in prison, had received the gifts the 
Philippians had sent by Epaphroditus. They had ear
lier sent at least twice while he was in Thessalonica 
(Phil. 4: 16), having fellowship with him in the gos
pel. And now they had sent again. Paul describes 
their giving in sacrificial terms: "a fragrant offer
ing (osme euodias), a sacrifice acceptable (thysias 
dekten) and pleasing (euarestos) to God" (Phil. 
4:18). From the earliest times in Genesis, God is 
spoken of in anthropomorphic terms. He smells the 
sweet smell of the sacrifice (Gen. 8:21); and Paul is 
speaking in that image. 

In the Book of Revelation, the writer picks up a 
picture already met in the book of Psalms. Around 



the throne the twenty-four elders fa ll before the 
Lamb with golden bowls of incense (thymiama) 
which are the prayers of the saints (Rev. 5 :8). The 
Psa lmist had said, "Let my prayer be counted as in
q:nse before you, and the lifting up of my hands as 
an evening sacrifice" (Psa. 141:2). 

There are yet two other sacrificial imagery pic
tures that may have escaped your notice . As Pau l 
wrote the Epistle to the Romans, he speaks of the 
grace God had given him "to be a minister of Christ 
Jesus to the Genti les in the priestly service 
(hierourgounta) of the gospel of God, so that the of
fering (leitourgos) of the Gentiles may be acceptable, 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 15: 16). At least 
one possible and challenging interpretation is that 
people one wins to the gospel are thought of as a 
sacrificia l offe ring one is making to God. Shall we 
come before the Lord empry handed ? Paul speaks of 
converts as being firstfruits (aparche; 1 Cor. 16 :15; 
Rom. 16:5). 
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Then Paul describes his expected execution in sac
rificial terms. To the Philippians he wri tes while in 
prison, "Even if I am to be poured out as a libation 
(spendomai) upon the sacrificial offering (thysia kai 
leitourgia) of you r fa ith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all" (Phil. 2: 17). And in his final letter to Timothy 
he writes, "As for me, I am already being poured out 
as a libation (spendomai), and the time of my depar
ture is come" (2 T im. 4:6). A part of the O.T. sacrifi
cial system was the "drink offering" or libation in 
which a portion of wine was poured out on the sacri
fice . In imagery Paul sees his life as such an offering. 
We still today speak of the giving of a life to a cause as 
"the supreme sacrifice ." Paul was making it. 

These are some of the spiritual sacrifices of 
which the N .T. speaks for God's royal priesthood to 
carry out. There is no shortage except in willingness 
to offer them. 
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Hereditary Total Depravity? 
By Dr. John Hobbs 

The doctrine of Hereditary Total Depravity is a 
widespread doctrine. "Hereditary" means the 
transmission from parent to offspring; the 

fact that one is born with a certain condition. "To
tal" means it is a full and complete condition. "De
pravity" means morally bad, corrupt, perverted. In 
essence this doctrine says that since Adam sinned, we 
are sinners as well. It says we have contracted the 
guilt of sin from Adam; that man is totally, com
pletely, and fully depraved. This doctrine is also 
known as "Original Sin." 

Dr. Millard Erickson, a Baptist scholar and au
thor of Christian Theology, says, "We all were in
volved in Adam's sin, and thus receive both the cor
rupted nature that was his after the fall, and the guilt 
and condemnation that attach to his sin." Dr. Ralph 
Gore, the Dean of Theology at Trinity Theological 
Seminary, says, "In Adam's first sin we all died, even 
those who have not reached the age of accountabil
ity. Even infants nonetheless died because they were 
guilty of Adam's sin and the guilt of Adam's sin had 
been imputed to them although individually they 
had not voluntarily violated the will of God." He 
also says, "We became sinners as a result of inherit
ing the corruption of nature from Adam ... Since ev
ery part of our nature has been affected by sin, man 
can do nothing to move toward God." Dr. Wayne 
Grudem, author of Systematic Theology, says, ''As 
our representative, Adam sinned, and God counted 
us guilty as well as Adam ... God counted Adam's 
guilt as belonging to us." Dr. James Boice, author of 
Foundations of the Christian Faith, says, ''Adam was 
the representative of the race. He stood before God 
for us so that, as Paul says, when he fell. we fell. " 

Is this doctrine of total hereditary depravity true 
or false? Do the scriptures teach it? This article is an 
examination of four key scriptures that proponents 
of this doctrine use to justify it. It must be pointed 
out that just because someone can quote scripture 
that does not mean he has understood it correctly. 
The devil quoted scripture to Jesus. But, Jesus 
quoted scripture back to the devil showing him he 
had perverted and twisted his view with the clear 
teaching of another verse (Matt. 4:4-10). The Bible, 
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being truth - ] ohn 17:17 - does not contradict it
self. Therefore, the devil had misinterpreted the 
verse he quoted. We must be very careful that we do 
not "twist" or "wrest" or "pervert" scripture. If we 
do we do so unto our own destruction (2 Pet. 

' 
3: 15-17). 

Psalms 51:5 
Probably the most common Old Testament biblical 
passage appealed to in support of the doctrine of he
reditary total depravity is Psalms 51 :5. This verse 
(ASV 1901) states, "Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." 

Before examining this text, a couple of prelimi
nary principles ought to be noted. First, this passage 
is an example of Hebrew poetry. Poetry abounds 
with bold figures of speech and a freedom of expres
sion that departs from normal usage. It is a great 
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mistake to extract statements from poetry and con
sider them as foundational bases of doctrinal sys
tems. Second, one of the fundamental rules of un
derstanding biblical literature says that the language 
of a passage is to be regarded as figurative if a literal 
view forces a contradiction between the verse and 
other clear passages that deal with the same subject. 

What is the actual meaning of Psalms 51:5? 
There are several views: 

(1) Some have suggested that the verse expresses 
the idea of the sinfulness of sex relationships. But, a 
detailed study of scripture will not allow this inter
pretation. Consider Hebrews 13 :4 where the writer 
says, "Let marriage be had in honor among all, and 
let the bed be undefiled." In 1 Corinthians 7:1-5, in
stead of forbidding sex in marriage, Paul commands 
it. Also consider Proverbs 5:15-21 and the Song of 
Solomon. In Romans 1, Paul talks about the "natu
ral" use of the woman. In other words, God ap
proves sex within marriage. Outside of marriage, sex 
is condemned and forbidden. 

(2) Since Psalm 51 is one of David's penitent 
psalms revealing the anguish resulting from his adul
terous conduct with Bathsheba, some have felt that 
verse five contains words that are figuratively put 
into the mouth of the child conceived by the illicit 
union (2 Sam. 11:5). This view would acknowledge 
the sinfulness of that relationship. 

(3) Others have suggested that David alluded to 
an incident in his ancestral lineage, an adulterous re
lationship (Gen. 38). Thus, David considered him
self ceremonially defiled because he ~as of the tenth 
generation of that unlawful intercourse (Deut. 
23:2). . 

( 4) The Calvinist view is that Psalms 51:5 
teaches a human being is born guilty of sin. One has 
contracted from his parents hereditary sin passed 
down from Adam. Martin Kaufman, a pastor of a 
Lutheran church in Cisco, Texas, wrote, "The Bible 
speaks very clearly in Psalms 51:5 that even before a 
person is born, from the moment of conception, that 
person is sinful." Dr. George Klein, a Baptist He
brew professor, translates this verse: "Look, in iniq
uity I was brought forth, and in sin my mother con
ceived me." He said, "I don't think the passage 
speaks to original sin. Some people read into the 
passage things that are not there." Hans-J oachin 
Kraus comments on Psalms 51:5. He says, "State
ments of this sort cannot be understood either casu
ally as biologically inherited sin, nor in terms of 
sexual morality. Rather, they recognize the power of 

evil to corrupt humans from the very beginning." 
Helmer Ringgren calls Psalms 51:5 "a strong expres
sion - perhaps poetically exaggerated - of the 
psalmist's feelings of being entirely and totally sin
ful." 

(5) David is referring to the fact that he was born 
into a sinful environment, a world of sin, or a state 
of sin. David said, "I was brought forth in iniquity." 
Did he mean that he was literally and actually 
brought forth with the guilt of iniquity? No! 

Why? Five reasons. One reason is that this verse 
is poetic. Poetry is not to be understood in a strict lit
eral way! Dr. Tony Ash says, "It is inadmissible to 
base some doctrine of the nature of man on this 
touching bit of poetry." A second reason is a study of 
Acts 2:8 which says, '~dhow hear we, every man 
in our own language wherein we were born?" Does 
this mean that they were born automatically speak
ing a language? Obviously not! No baby is literally 
born speaking a language. Acts 2:8 means they were 
born in a geographical area or country that spoke a 
certain language. The same analysis applies to 
Psalms 51:5. David was teaching in Psalms 51:5 that 
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he was born into a world of sin just like a man is 
born into an area speaking a certain language. A 
third reason is a study of the phrase: "In sin did my 
mother conceive me." If someone said, "In drunken
ness my husband beat me," would anyone attribute 
drunkenness to the wife? No! If someone said, "In 
anger my father beat me," would anyone attribute 
anger to the child? No! So, when David said, "In sin 
did my mother conceive me" - sin is not being at
tributed to the child! The child is not a sinner. A 
fourth reason is Ezekiel 18:20. This verse clearly 
teaches that sin is not transmitted through the genes 
or by birth. Ezekiel stated, "The_ soul that sinneth, it 
shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of 
the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon him." A fifth reason is given by Dr. John Wil
lis, "The best explanation is that the poet is using an 
ancient Near Eastern idiom meaning that he, like all 
human beings, was prone or inclined to sin from his 
youth up, because he was constantly surrounded by 
sin and temptation." (Consider Psa. 22:9-10; 71:6) 

Also, one needs to examine the context of Psalms 
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51. David's focus in the psalm is his own sins. Notice 
he says: "my transgressions" (51:1) and "mine iniq
uity" (51 :2) and "my sin" (51 :2) and "my transgres
sions" (51:3) and "my sin" (51:3) and "I have 
sinned" (51:4) and "done that which is evil" (51:4). 
David clearly understood that sin was an action on 
his part. He was not saying he was a sinner because 
he was born that way. He was a sinner because he 
participated in sin. 

Psalms 58:3 
Psalms 58:3 is another favorite proof text of those 
who support the doctrine of hereditary total deprav
ity. Psalms 58:3 states, "The wicked are estranged 
from the womb: they go astray as soon as they are 
born speaking lies." Does this mean a baby speaks 
lies as soon as he is born? Obviously not! No infant 
speaks a known, contemporary language w.hen he is 
born. A certain level of maturity is demanded before 
he can speak at all. It must be remembered that 
Psalms 58:3 is Hebrew poetry. Poetry has a certain 
amount of poetic license granted to it. Poetry is un
derstood in light of the fact that it is poetry, and it is 
not to be taken literally. 

In an equally poetic passage, Job 31:16-18, Job 
is denying the charge of his adversaries that he had 
neglected his benevolent responsibilities. Job says 
that he cared for the orphan and widow "from my 
mother's womb" Uob 31:18). Obviously, no one be
lieves that on the day of his birth he took care of the 
orphan and widow. This verse is highly figurative, 
employing poetic license. The point made by Job is 
as far back as he can remember he has been mindful 
of the less fortunate. Therefore, the charge of his 
critics is false. Psalms 58:3 must be understood in 
the same way that Job 31: 16-18 is understood. 

Notice also in Psalms 58:3 the verse says that the 
wicked "go astray." It does not say that they are 
"born astray." This harmonizes with Ezekiel 18:20. 
One cannot "go astray" unless he is on the right path 
before he departs and goes astray. 

Ephesians 2:3 
A New Testament passage appealed to in support of 
the doctrine of original sin is Ephesians 2:3. This 
verse says we "were by nature children of wrath." 
There are several reasons why this verse does not 
teach original sin. (1) Paul clearly stresses that their 
spiritual deadness had been the result of their own 
personal sins- not Adam's sin. Notice Paul says, 
"And you did he make alive, when ye were dead 
through your trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2: 1). (2) The 



phrase by nature in Ephesians 2:3 does not necessarily 
indicate a condition produced by birth or inheritance 
or something contracted through the bloodlines. The 
Greek word phusis translated "nature" can mean a 
mode of "feeling and acting which by long habit" has 
become natural. Thayer and other Greek scholars 
understand the word phusis to have this meaning in 
Ephesians 2:3. Therefore, the Ephesians had become 
"children of wrath" by a practice of long habit of their 
own sins- not Adam's sin. (3) The verb were (Gr. 
emetha) in Ephesians 2:3 is an imperfect tense, middle 
voice verb. The imperfect tense means continuous 
activity in the past. Thus, these former pagans had 
repeatedly engaged in sinful conduct before they be
came Christians. This refers to their spiritual state 
before they obeyed the gospel. Brooks and Winbery 
state, "The middle voice represents the subject as par
ticipating in the results of the action, as acting in rela
tion to itself, as having personal interest in the action, 
as being intimately involved in the action." There
fore, the middle voice of the Greek verb emetha ar
gues that the activity or condition of being "children 
of wrath" was the result of their own sins. They 
brought their condition on themselves. They had not 
passively become "children of wrath" through the sin 
of someone else- namely Adam's transgression. 

The words of the verse itself, and the immediate 
context of the passage, and the overall teaching of 
the scriptures do not support the view that Eph
esians 2:3 affirms that a man is a sinner by birth. 

Romans 5:12 

The most important verse used by those who believe 
in total hereditary depravity or original sin is Romans 
5:12. This verse is the battleground, the key corner
stone of the doctrine. Larry Deason says, "The pas
sage is highly controversial, and is probably one of the 
most abused passages in the entire Bible." Charles 
Ryrie calls Romans 5: 12 the "central passage" in un
derstanding the imputation of Adam's sin. Erickson 
says this verse is "particularly determinative." He also 
says, "We were all present in undifferentiated form in 
the person of Adam, who along with Eve was the en
tire human race. Thus, it was not merely Adam but 
man who sinned. We were involved, although not 
personally, and are responsible for the sin." August
ine, Calvin, Luther, Shedd, Strong, and many others · 
in Calvinistic thinking believe that the statement "all 
sinned" in Romans 5:12 means that all humanity was 
a participant in the guilt of Adam's sin. Paul Enos 
states, "When Adam sinned, each person of the entire 

human race to the end of time was judged guilty as 
having individually participated in the first sin." 
However, this Calvinist view is incorrect. Let us ex
amine this scripture. 

Romans 5:12, "Therefore, as through one man sin 
entered into the world, and death through sin; and so 
death passed unto all men, for that all sinned." 

The key and highly controversial phrase in Ro
mans 5:12 is: "for that all sinned." What is meant by 
that phrase? This is the main problem. By under
standing this phrase, we hold the key to either ac
cepting or rejecting the doctrine of total hereditary 
depravity. Here are the main views: 

(1) Calvinists say it means that all actually sinned 
in Adam, i.e. when Adam sinned we sinned; we par
ticipated and were involved in the sin. Wayne 
Grudem, a Calvinist, says that this phrase means "all 
men sinned in Adam." Calvinists believe that Adam as 
head of the race involved all mankind in sin by his act 
of sin. The fact that Adam's sin involved all humanity 
is not seriously questioned by anyone. The question is 
and the problem lies in "how" all humanity is affected 
by Adam's sin? This is the point of serious disagree
ment. Please notice that the verse does not say that 
mankind sinned "in" Adam, that is, that Adam's sin is 
the sin of all mankind, therefore, all are guilty of it. 
Calvinists assume that the phrase "for that all sinned" 
means that all sinned "in" Adam. Thus, they base their 
doctrine on an assumption and not the clear teaching 
of scripture. Donald Guthrie says, "Apart from the 
fact that a different preposition (en) would normally 
be used for this idea of 'in' the notion of sinning 'in 
Adam' finds no parallels elsewhere." The view that all 
sinned "in" Adam contradicts Exodus 32:33; Deuter-
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onomy 24:16; 2 Kings 14:6; 2 Chronicles 25 :4; Ezek
iel 18:4, 20; Matthew 16:27; Romans 2:5-11; 2 
Corinthians 5: 10; and Revelation 20:12-13. This 
view becomes untenable in light of the other facts in 
the verse and related scriptures. 

(2) A second view is that "for that all sinned" 
means all have inherited a sinful nature or a tendency 
to sin. However, the word "sinned" is an active voice 
verb (all did something), it is not a noun or adjective 
(all are something) . Obviously, it is true that all have 
sinned and are sinners (Rom. 3:9, 10, 23; 1 Kings 
8:46; Eccl. 7:20; Prov. 20:9; 1 John 1:8-10). If this 
view were correct, it would be contrary to the invari
able usage of the active voice of the Greek verb. 

(3) A third view, is that the phrase for that all 
sinned refers to actual personal sins of individual men. 
The ancient commentators in the Greek Church un
derstood the passage as referring to actual personal 
sins. The word sinned is from the Greek verb 
hemarton. It is an Aorist tense active voice Greek 
verb. It is the exact same word used in Romans 3:23 
to refer to the complete fact of all the activities of sin
ning. Paul's usage of the Greek verb for "sin" in Ro
mans 2:12; 3:23; 1 Corinthians 6:18; 7:28, 36; 8:12; 
15 :34; Ephesians 4:26 refers to actual personal sins of 
individual men. Charles Cranfield holds to this third 
view. He says: 

There is nothing in the context to suggest that 
the verb 'sin' is being used here in any other 
than its ordinary sense, and nowhere else does 
Paul use it otherwise than of actual ordinary sin
ning ... We conclude that 'sinned' in this clause 
refers to men's sinning in their own persons." 
Donald Guthrie says, "There is no justification 
for supposing that Paul would have supported 
the view that any of Adam's seed could be held 
responsible for Adam's sin, since he so clearly 
supports the accountability of people for their 
own sins .... Paul's whole approach to the sub
ject of sin elsewhere would not support the view 
that any man is held responsible for the sinful 
bias he has inherited. 

A comparison verse to Romans 5 :12 in the same 
context is Romans 5: 19. Romans 5: 19 states, "For as 
through the one man's disobedience the many were 
made sinners, even so through the obedience of the 
one shall the many be made righteous." Does the obe
dience of Christ make one righteous conditionally or 
unconditionally? Obviously, it is conditionally, other
wise all would be saved. Consider Luke 6:46; He
brews 5:9; John 3:36; 14:15-24; 15:9-10; 2 Thessa
lonians 1:8; James 1:12; Galatians 6:9; Colossians 
1:20-23; 1 John 1:7; Revelation 2:10; Romans 
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6:17-18; 11:22; Acts 2:40. Salvation is a free gift in 
the sense that it cannot be earned. But, even a free gift 
must be accepted and appropriated. When we appro
priate salvation through an obedient faith, we are not 
earning our salvation- we are accepting it. The free 
gift must be received (Rom. 5: 17). A free gift can be 
rejected. There is human responsibility attached to 
receiving the gift. In an obvious parallel fashion from 
Romans 5:19, the question must be asked: How did 
one man's disobedience (Adam) make many sinners? 
Conditionally or unconditionally? Since the second 
half of the verse is seen as conditional, the first half 
must also be taken as conditional. 

The main teaching of Romans 5:12-21 is that the 
work of Christ undoes the work of the first man 
Adam. Christ will undo the work of our own sins if 
we accept him and appropriate his saving blood -
initially in baptism (Rom. 6:34, 17 -18) and continu
ally as we walk in the light (1 John 1: 7). 

Conclusion 
The conclusion of the study is obvious. While 
church theologians have taken various positions on 
the doctrine of hereditary total depravity or original 
sin, the teaching of the Bible is clear! Children do 
not inherit sin from their parents. Many times they 
inherit the consequences of their parents' sins (Ex. 
20:5) but never their guilt of the parent's iniquity. 
Ezekiel 18 should be the focal point of any study on 
this subject. It is most unfortunate that many schol
ars ignore or misuse Ezekiel 18. Calvinists like 
Erickson, Enns, Gore, and others play "passover" 
with this verse. Could a verse be plainer? More 
clear? More straightforward? Guilt, iniquity, and sin 
are not transferable through the bloodlines. It is sad 
that many people study the Bible with rose-colored 
glasses and see what they want to see - instead of 
the truth. Let us be truth seekers! Those who do not 
love the truth will perish (2 Thess. 2:8-12). 
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Been There 
By Sandra L. Cobble 

This article is written in response to an article 
by Clifton Inman in the Gospel Advocate. In 
reference to helping those who have been vic

tims of child abuse brother Inman writes, "We des
perately need help from those who have 'been there' 
to cause us to understand." 

I have "been there." I share my experiences with 
you in the hope that others may be helped as I have 
been helped. 

Most abuse is not done openly. If a child does get 
up enough courage to talk to a teacher or other 
adult, generally the parent is confronted. The parent 
denies any abuse and makes some excuse that the 
child is just trying to get attention or that he is mis
representing the facts to achieve his own ends. Gen
erally it is the adult who is believed. The child may 
then be called on the carpet by the very one from 
whom he has sought help - and the abuse at home 
gets even worse. And since his abuse has been de
nied, he thinks it is the same in all homes. No one 
knows what goes on behind closed doors. 

Now the child sees no way to turn. He struggles 
alone to survive in any way he can. He may become 
withdrawn. He may become belligerent. He may be
have in socially unacceptable ways. He is still a 
child. He thinks as a child. He cannot see where his 
thoughts and actions will eventually lead him. And 
most tragically, he can see no end to his situation. 
When you are seven, eighteen seems like a trillion 
years away! 

Each situation is different, and each individual is 
different and responds differently. I "survived" by 
building a wall around myself and not letting anyone 
get close to me. And it seemed that every time I did 

soften some and let my barriers down, I got hurt. 
Yes, I eventually married. My husband even be

came a denominational preacher. By then I was try
ing to the best of my knowledge and ability to serve 
our Lord. I tried desperately to lay aside the past as 
taught in Philippians 3:13-14. My husband tried to 
help. When I failed, he thought I simply was not try
ing hard enough, that I did not love him enough to 
try, and that I did not have enough faith in God. I 
found myself hurting even worse - and still no way 
out. By the time my husband died I had lost all confi
dence in myself and in my fellow man. I trusted no 
on.e. 

A few weeks later I became acquainted with 
brother T. Pierce Brown. He taught me the truth and 
baptized me properly. I had no confidence in him as 
a man. I simply believed the scriptures he pointed 
out. 

Brother Brown knew nothing of my past. He saw 
a grieving widow who was created in the image and 
likeness of his Lord and who needed comfort. That 
was a new concept to me. I was supposed to comfort 
others, but it never occurred to me that anyone 
would want to comfort me! 

Some time later, sitting in a darkened room on 
the verge of suicide, thinking no one cared anyway, I 
remembered that brother Brown did care. And I re
alized within myself that if I ever came that close to 
suicide again, I would go through with it. I knew I 
had to have help from others. I dreaded the stern 
lecture, which I knew would follow, but I told 
brother Brown what had happened. Instead of a lec
ture I received compassion! And he emphasized the 
positive point that I had NOT gone through with it. 
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Do you note the difference? 
H e taught me that I was a victim, not the cause, 

of the abuse. H e taught me that I was created in the 
image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:27), with the 
privileges and r esponsibilities thereof. The idea of 
having any privileges was a new concept to me! He 
began to build up my self-esteem. Any effort I put 
forth , no matter how insignificant the results, was 
accepted. No matter how hard I had tried to please 
my parents or my husband nothing I did was ever 
acceptable. Brother Brown seemed to take joy in 
anything I did. And he began to teach me new ways 
of looking at things and new ways of coping with 
problems. 

Gradually he won my trust. But before I could 
trust anyone fully, I had to prove his or her love. 
Subconsciously I would do things that I thought 
would disappoint him. When I did that which was 
contrary to scripture he would firmly, but gently, 
correct me. When I did that which disappointed him 
personally, he never lectured me nor told me how 
much he had done for me nor how much I had dis
appointed him. Instead, he distinguished between 
the person and the action. Yes, my action had disap
pointed him. But he was not disappointed in me. 
That is an extremely important point to remember 
when helping others. 

After I had learned to trust brother Brown I began 
to extend that trust to others. I asked for and received 
the help of my elders. They took the same positive 
approach. They never lectured nor condemned me. 
Yes, I had to prove their love in the same way as I had 
brother Brown's. But always they expressed their 
love, understanding, and compassion. 

Surprisingly, those who have been in the front 
line during combat seem best able to relate to my ex
periences. I still have "flashbacks" from time to time. 

18 

Neal · Wallace Discussion 
Charles M. Neal and Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

discussion on the thousand-year reign of Christ 

350 pages • paperback 

$17.95 
plus $3.00 shipping 

add .25 s&h for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 

April 2000 
Ftrm Foundario n 

A Viet Nam vet recognized what was happening to 
me and taught me how to cope with them. He as
sures me that in time they will abate. 

A child who is abused is constantly under fire . 
Sometimes it is "enemy" fire . Some children may be 
caught in the crossfire of their parents. But mostly 
they are fired on by those whom they most love. 
There is little, if any, shelter. There is no place ro 
hide. He may try to blend in with the furnitu re so he 
will not be noticed. But always the shells find him. 
All he can do is dig in and wait for the battle to 
cease. A tri llion years is a long time to wait. 

Long after the battle is over, the trauma will re
main. You can help with your love, understanding, 
and compassion. No, you do not know the pain a 
victim of child abuse experiences. But you have felt 
pain. You do not know the sense of betrayal he feels. 
But you have had a friend let you down. Yes, you can 
help. 

If you were abused as a child, help is avai lable. 
Seek out any elder or minister in the church of our 
Lord. If they cannot help you themselves, they will 
assist you in obtaining help. But it is you who must 
want that help. 
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Courage 
By Sandra F. Cobble 

This is not the final word on courage, although 
it may be my final word that you will see pub
lished, for my medical prognosis is not what 

the doctor calls encouraging. Courage is not a veiled 
death wish as seen in the lifestyles that defy all rea
sonable expectations. Courage is not the instanta
neous acts that most persons think of as heroic. 
Though many such acts are to be lauded, there is sel
dom much thought given to the consequences of 
one's actions. Do not the scriptures teach that we are 
to exercise wisdom, good judgment, and prudence? 
Courage analyzes all known factors then decides 
upon a course of action based on that analysis. 

Yes, one may be fearful of the unknown. He may 
be even more fearful of known potentials. But cour
age acts even though harm may be to one's self. 
When David is talking about the person who will 
abide in God's presence, he says in Psalm 15:1-4: 

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh up
rightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not 
with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, 
nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 
In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he 
honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that 
sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 

Note that even when a person swore to his own 
hurt and yet had the courage to keep his oath, David 
pronounced him blessed. 

Courage is preparing to live in such a way as to 
glorify God despite having been pronounced as ter
minally ill. We are born terminally ill. "For it is ap
pointed unto man once to die and after that the judg
ment" (Heb. 9:27). 

As we begin to mature and become aware of 
death, we may begin to make some type of arrange
ments for expiration, even though the idea of our 
own death seems unreal. We buy insurance. We make 
wills. And the more mature among us begin thinking 
about making peace with God, with our neighbor, 
and with ourselves. 

But then comes the announcement, "Your form 
of cancer has no known cure." "The symptoms can 
be treated to some extent with radiation and chemo-

therapy. But you are dying. You should make ar
rangements to enter a nursing home so someone can 
care for you." 

Generally persons tend to react in one of two 
ways. Many do not accept what their doctors have 
told them. They search everywhere for that elusive 
cure. Others simply give up. They take to their beds 
and lie there bemoaning their fate and waiting for 
death. Some may begin to enjoy the extra attention 
they are getting. They act in such a way as to evoke 
the sympathy of others. 

But there is a better alternative, one that will 
glorify God. Even a smile can do wonders for an
other. So can a simple "please" or "thank you." Tak
ing time just to listen to another's problems of the 
day can ease his burdens. These simple things glo
rify God. And a person who is terminally ill can feel 
freer to ask, "How about a hug?" Both persons will 
feel better and will glorify God. And when a person 
comes to cheer up one who is terminally ill and 
leaves feeling better than when he came, then God 
has been glorified. 

True courage does not ignore obstacles. True 
courage recognizes obstacles but goes on to glorify 
God despite all obstacles. Mark Twain put it this 
way, "Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear 
- not absence of fear." William Cullen Bryant said: 

So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
the innumerable caravan which moves to that 
mysterious realm, where each shall take his 
chamber in the silent halls of death, thou go 
not, like the quarry-slave at night, scourged to 
his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed by an 
unfaltering trust, approach thy grave, like one 
that wraps the drapery of his couch about him, 
and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

However, Paul's inspired statement gives more 
comfort and encouragement than any and all the 
writings of ordinary men, and he said in Philippians 
1:23, "For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a de
sire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better." Those of us who have put our trust in the 
Lord and accepted his grace through an obedient 
faith can accept the statement of Paul at face value, 
and face the future with courage. Fp 
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Abilene Christian University's Agenda to 
Denominationalize the Lord's Church 

By Eric B. Hall 

In December 1999, I realized that the church that 
I had been attending was a denomination. Al
though I thought I had been attending a con

gregation of the churches of Christ, I know now that 
I had instead been attending a congregation of the 
Church of Christ - with a capital "C" in Church. 
The preachers used denominational language and 
never indicated in any way that "our church" (as 
they called it) is in any way distinctive. The Great 
Commission, we were told, applies only to the "un
churched." The "churched" (no matter how or 
where they are "churched") are in no danger. The 
Lord's church, we were told, is just "our movement" 
-a "movement" that started in the 1800s. Like the 
Baptists and the Methodists, we are just another 
man-made organization of recent origin. I have since 
left that denomination, and I am now attending a 
congregation of the Lord's church -a church that is 
not man-made and that is not of recent origin. 

How did this happen to the Lord's church? How 
did once strong and faithful congregations reach a 
point where they are now indistinguishable from de
nominations? One could place all of the blame on 
weak leaders and apathetic members- and those are 
certainly big parts of the problem. But I have to come 
believe that there is another perhaps even bigger part 
of the problem - we have a Judas among us. 

In what in hindsight can only be called a depar
ture from the New Testament pattern for the church, 
Abilene Christian University was set up by members 
of the church to educate our children based on 
Christian principles and produce faithful Gospel 
preachers. That man-made creation has now turned 

on its makers. Our children are being taught error, 
and our preachers are proclaiming error. ACU has 
an agenda to remake· the church, and it is doing all 
that it can to carry out that agenda. 

These are strong charges, but I do not make 
them without evidence. Indeed, the evidence is over
whelming. The following sections contain actual 
quotations by ACU professors in which they care
fully detail their view of the church and their plans 
for its future. Remember as you read 1these quota
tions- it is to these men that the church is entrust
ing its children. It is from the classrooms of these 
men that we are getting many of our preachers. 
Truly it is time for us to wake up before it is too late. 
Truly it is time to expose the traitor that now works 
among us. 

A. Leonard Allen 

Leonard Allen is an associate professor in the Col
lege of Biblical Studies at ACU. He has authored or 
coauthored a number of books on the Restoration. 
One of those books is entitled The Cruciform 
Church: Becoming a Cross-Shaped People in a Secu
lar World (2nd ed., 1990, ACU Press).1 As the fol
lowing passages from that book show, Professor 
Allen believes that the church of Christ is a denomi
nation and that it is of a very recent origin. 

1. On page ix, Allen writes: "I chose the word 
[cruciform] in hope that this image might become 
the dominant image by which Churches of Christ 
speak of identifying the New Testament church." 
Note how he distinguishes the "Church of Christ" 
from the church found in the New Testament. 

11 have all of the books that I quote from in this survey, and I have personally transcribed the quotations that follow, In particular, I have not 
relied on any secondary sources for these quotations. 
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2. Note the use of the term movement in the fol-
lowing excerpt from page 52 

This attitude toward the past characterized the 
early movement .... Propelled by such an attitude 
toward the past, restoration movements like ours 
easily develop a kind or historylessness. By this 
term I refer to the perception that, while other 
churches or movements are snared in the web of 
profane history, one's own church or movement 
stands above mere human history. One's own 
movement partakes only of the perfection of the 
first age, the sacred time of pure beginnings. . .. 
This sense of historylessness works in powerful 
and subtle ways. In the process it creates exhila
rating (and damaging) illusions. Among 
Churches of Christ it often has meant that we 
simply discounted eighteen centuries of Chris
tianity as, at worst, a diseased tumor or, at best, 
an instructive failure. And not surprisingly, the 
same attitude has led many people among 
Churches of Christ to dismiss their own history as 
itself irrelevant. For after all, if our origins come 
entirely from the Bible and our churches are New 
Testament churches, then we really need not 
bother ourselves with the recent past. 

Since Professor Allen is obsessed with our recent 
past, it follows as a logical consequence of his own 
statement that he does not believe our origins come 
entirely from the Bible or that our churches are New 
Testament churches. 

On page 7, he writes: 
In the process we sought not so much to under
stand earlier Christian movements in all their 
complexity. We sought rather to decry them or 
on occasion simply to ridicule them. For they 
obviously ran in the stream of profane history, 
swept along by little more than human willful
ness and ignorance. But our movement was dif
ferent. It did not run in any wide and turgid 
stream. Rather, it gushed directly out of the 
spring, forming only a crystal clear pool around 
it .... It was an exciting story, almost the stuff of 
epics and legends. 

If "our movement" means the New Testament 
church, then what are these earlier Christian move
ments that he is talking about here? 

4. On pages 11-12 we read: 
As we have seen, a critical attitude toward the 
past means that we take Christian traditions 
other than our own with great seriousness. . .. 
When we view tradition A (our own) alongside 
traditions B. C, and D, we will begin to see di
mensions of tradition A that we probably never 
saw before. . .. The effect of such engagement 
might best be described as a theological loss of 

innocence .... For if we naively assume that we 
are fresh and pure, that we stand above worldly 
compromise and spiritual failure, that we es
pouse only the Truth and nothing but the Truth, 
then we lose the capacity for self-criticism, for 
repentance, and thus for spiritual growth. 

One wonders how the first-century church was 
able to experience spiritual growth since they also 
naively assumed they were fresh and pure and that 
they espoused the Truth and nothing but the Truth. 

5. One page 19: 
First, there is the simple and observable fact that, 
throughout Churches of Christ, many people are 
questioning and sometimes rejecting the tradi
tional doctrinal system that for several genera
tions gave Churches of Christ their distinctive 
identity. Acts and the Epistles as an architectural 
'blueprint,' as a rigid 'pattern,' as a collection of 
case law - these images and the interpretive 
method they support are steadily declining. 

6. On page 23, Allen describes Alexander Camp
bell as a "pioneer of our heritage." That places a 
rather late date on the origin of our heritage. I sup
pose he would consider it naive to trace our heritage 
back to the first day of Pentecost following the 
Lord's resurrection. 

7. On pages 71-72, Allen similarly dates "our 
movement": 

Our traditional 'scientific' way of reading Scrip
ture, as we have seen, tended to level Scripture 
into a body of doctrinal facts. These facts, when 
inductively assembled into their proper order, 
all carried about the same weight. As a result, 
distinctions between majors and minors, be
tween the main plot and various subplots, were 
lost. [Major doctrines and minor doctrines -
now where have we heard that?] ... Throughout 
the history of our movement, as a result, we 
have struggled endlessly with the problem of 
what is essential and what is not essential. This 
struggle began with Campbell himself. 

Thus, our heritage and our movement began in 
the 1800s. If that is true, then I suggest the Baptists 
have been right all along - we really are just 
Campbellites. 

8. On page 72, we read more about the distinc-
tion between major doctrines and minor doctrines: 

The problem of essentials has plagued Churches 
of Christ ever since, leading frequently to rancor 
and fragmentation. Behind this problem lies the 
Baconian inductive method where one pulls 
down the concordance, gathers the biblical 
'facts,' then constructs a doctrinal platform with 

1 I have added all of the emphasis in the following quotations. Notice particularly how the phrase "our movement" is used by these authors to 
distinguish the Lord's church from the denomination they refer to as the Church of Christ. 
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each plank of virtually equal weight. With this 
way of reading the Bible, we have simply not 
been able to follow the biblical plot and thus to 
let what is theologically central in Scripture 
function centrally for us. 

9. On page 125, Allen dates the origin of this 
denomination he has been referring to as the Church 
of Christ: "For well over 150 years Churches of Christ 
have been calling for restoration of New Testament 
Christianity. It has been a powerful ideal. It has shaped 
our identity as a movement." The Lord's church (the 
church of Christ) was established in the first century, 
and that is the church (and the only church) of which 
I am a member. According to Allen, however, I am not 
a member of that church or just of that church. In
stead, I am a member of some human organization 
("our movement") that calls itself a church and that 
began about 150 years ago. On page 174, Allen fur
ther distinguishes the "church of Jesus Christ" from 
the "Church of Christ." 

In 1991, Allen coauthored a book entitled The 
Worldly Church: A Call for Biblical Renewal (2nd 
ed., 1991, ACU Press). His coauthors were Richard 
Hughes (formerly with ACU, now a professor at 
Pepperdine) and Michael Weed (professor of Chris
tian ethics at the Institute for Christian Studies in 
Austin, Texas). The following excerpts are from The 
Worldly Church: 
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Page 32: "By sectarian, we mean the belief that 
the church has been fully restored by our forebearers, 
that the American Churches of Christ are fully identi
cal to the primitive churches in every significant re
spect, and that there is now nothing left to do but de
fend the gains of the past. Surely this spirit has char
acterized many in our movement. The naivete of this 
position makes its proponents especially susceptible 
to secularization. The sectarian mind, after all, is un
aware of the enormous extent to which culture 
moulds lives, shapes faith, and even helps determine 
the concerns of the church in every age., 

Page 33: "[The sectarian Christian] assumes that 
the church in which he lives has been fully restored, 
when in fact it may reflect his own cultural interests 
to a far greater extent than he is aware. The American 
church historian, Henry Bowden, recently pointed to 
this very tendency in many restoration movements. 

Bowden's judgment clearly applies to 
restorationists who claim they have completed their 
course and finished their search. For the search is 
never fully done. Paul, himself, was quick to admit 
that he had not arrived. 'I press on,' he wrote, 'to
ward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ jesus' (Phil. 3:12-14). Restoration must be 
conceived as ongoing process, not as final achieve
ment., Pop Quiz: What was Paul really talking about 
in that passage? Have the authors lifted that quote 
out of context as a "proof text" to support their own 
"doctrinal plank"? That is, have they done exactly 
what they accuse us of doing? 

On page 34 we discover that the Enlightenment 
was the "seedbed of our movement'' and that "our 
movement was born of the same intellectual currents 
that launched the process of secularization in the 
eighteenth century." 

In 1988, Allen coauthored a book with Hughes 
entitled Discovering Our Roots: The Ancestry of the 
Churches of Christ (1988, ACU Press). Needless to 
say, the ancestry they traced did not involve the 
book of Acts. The following excerpts are from Dis
covering Our Roots: 

1. On pages 6-7, the authors outline what they 
see as the "Profane roots" of the "Churches of 
Christ." These profane roots include "a scholarly 
movement called Christian Humanism," the "Puri
tan movement," the "Baptist movement" (which 
"helped provide the seedbed of our own move
ment"), the Enlightenment, and the Restoration 
movement. Thus, "our movement" is merely the 
product of many other recent movements. 



2. Chapter Nine (beginning on p. 101) is en
titled "The Birth of Our Movement." Not ones to 
keep their readers in suspense, the authors make it 
clear from the very first sentence in that chapter that 
the "birth" of "our movement" occurred in the 
"early nineteenth century." 

3. Page 155: "What are some of our traditions? 
An important one, clearly, is the way we conceive 
the task of restoration itself. As we have seen, 
Churches of Christ stand in a stream of thought - a 
tradition - focusing on the restoration of churchly 
forms and structures. To put it more strongly, we 
have often proceeded on the assumption that if one 
did not focus attention on biblical form and struc
ture then one was actually neither a restorationist 
nor biblical at all, and perhaps not even Christian." 

Carroll D. Osburn 
According to the back cover of his book, Carroll D. 
Osburn is "an internationally respected New Testa
ment textual scholar" who is the Carmichael Distin
guished Professor of New Testament at ACU. In 
1993, he published a book entitled The Peaceable 
Kingdom: Essays Favoring Non-Sectarian Christian
ity (1993, Restoration Perspectives). Professor Os
burn is very open in that book about ACU's agenda 
for changing the church. 

On pages 14-15 we read: 
With so many questions flying around and so 
much uncertainty being expressed in various 
quarters, what an opportunity for the various 
faculties of our Christian colleges and universi
ties to help shape the future! These are the best 
of times to be involved in Christian education! If 
we are to have a truly significant impact upon 
the national and international scene, faculties of 
religion must play leading prophetic roles in 
channeling and facilitating whatever changes 
loom ahead. An outdated curriculum from a sec
tarian past that placed emphasis upon transmit
ting doctrinaire positions will not suffice if we 
would engage convincingly the larger arenas of 
current religious thought .... Our graduate pro
grams must train students how to think, to in
vestigate the biblical text afresh, to feel the pulse 
of the world around them, to sense where things 
ought to go, and provide the kind of experi
ences that will enable servants to go out into 
churches and communities and provide direc
tion. 

As we know, ACU has not been very successful in 
teaching their graduates "how to think" - but they 
have been quite successful in sending those gradu
ates forth to "provide direction" for the church. 

In the previous excerpt, Osburn mentioned our 

"sectarian past." On page 5, he tells us what he 
means by that term: 

Sermons on the 'identifying marks of the 
church' were given in terms of selected issues: 
Books were written on 'What is the Church of 
Christ?' with chapters concentrating on those is
sues. Although the issues differed from place to 
place, enough consensus existed to provide 
thrust for a movement along those lines in the 
thinking of many during our recent past. Sectar
ian disdain for unity dominated. 

Thus, we are being "sectarian" when we attempt 
to distinguish the Lord's church from the denomina
tional morass that surrounds it. This attempt to dis
tinguish the true church is what the ACU graduates 
are being sent out to change- and unfortunately 
they have been quite successful. 

Has the New Testament church been restored or 
are we still trying to restore it? If the New Testament 
church has not been restored, then we are not mem
bers of the New Testament church. If we are mem
bers of the church that Jesus promised to build and if 
our congregation operates according to the pattern 
that Christ left for his church to follow, then the 
New Testament church has been restored. Instead, if 
the church has not been restored, then it follows that 
we must be members of a denominational move
ment, which is of recent, human origin. Osburn says 
the following on page 14 with regard to this issue: 
"There is no point in time at which one can say that 
the church was restored and that now all we have to 
do is preach it." 

On page 13 7, he discusses the need to develop a 
"fresh definition of church." What's wrong with the 
Bible's definition? If the New Testament church has 
not been restored, then what is the church of Christ? 
If we are not the church that we read about in the 
New Testament, then how is "our movement" differ-
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ent from any other church on the block? Perhaps this 
explains why our focus across the brotherhood is 
rapidly shifting from "saving the lost" to "reaching 
the unchurched." 

On page 11 we read : 
We must sort out very carefully what is biblical 
and what is cultural about our religion, and not 
bind the latter. Divorce and remarriage and 
women in the church remain unresolved, but 
such must remain mere issues and not be al· 
lowed to shape our emerging identity. lnstru· 
mental music will remain an issue, but it cer· 
tainly is not deserving of center stage, and never 
was. There is something grossly distorted about 
a religion which depends for its cohesiveness 
upon paltry issues that kill the spirit. 

On pages 90-91 we are treated to his views on 
Christian fellowship: 

There should be room in the Christian fellowship 
for those who differ on whether more than one 
cup in commu nion is acceptable, whether the 
communion bread is to be pinched or snapped, 
whether one can eat in the church building, 
whether funds can be used from the church trea
sury to support orphan homes, whether the 
Lord's Supper must be taken every Sunday, or 
whether instrumental Music is used in worship. 
There should be room in the Christian fellowship 
for those who believe that Christ is the son of 
God, but who differ on eschatological theories 
such as premillennialism, ecclesio logical matters 
such as congregational organization, or soterio
logical matters such as whether baptism is 'for' or 
'because of' the remission of sins." 

Thus, Osborn lumps the necessity of baptism 
and the "one cup" issue together in that category of 
"minor doctrines" that should not interfere with our 
quest for unity. How can we call someone a 
"brother" or "sister" in Christ when that person has 
not become our brother or sister through a new 
birth? If baptism occurs after remission of sins, then 
why does anyone need to be baptized at all? Why 
does a person who is spiritually alive need to be bur
ied with Christ in baptism? According to Osborn, 
there is "room in the Christian fellowship" for those 
who differ on this issue. 

Royce Money 
Dr. Royce Money is the president of ACU. In con
nection with the 75th Annual ACU Lectureship in 
1993, Dr. Money delivered an address entitled "On 
This Rock I Will Build My Church." A transcript of 
the address was widely published by ACU, and was 
even included as a paid advertising insert in the May 
1993, edition of the Christian Chronicle. The fol
lowing excerpts are from ACU's published transcript 
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of Money's address: 
1. "Often I have read this passage [Matt. 

16:13-18], and every time I find myself wondering 
what Jesus had in mind when he said 'church.' When 
Jesus promised to build his church on the confession 
of his Lordship, I wonder what he envisioned for his 
people, when he referred to 'my church."' 

2. "We must decide what is the driving force be
hind the restoration of New Testament Christianity. 
Is the process of restoring New Testament Christian
ity a relentless and continual search for God's truth? 
A process? Or is it accomplished fact? Have we re
stored everything in the New Testament church, or 
do we need to continue to search God's Word for a 
better glimpse of the truth?" Of course, one possibil
ity he omits is that we have restored the New Testa
ment church and that we (like the first century 
Christians) must nevertheless continue to search 
God's Word. That is, just because we continue to 
search God's Word does not mean that the church 
hasn't been restored. Again, if the church has not 
been restored - that is, if restoration of the church 
is not an accomplished fact - then we are members 

A Critical Review of 
The Peaceable Kingdom 

by Wayne Coats 

The Peaceable Kingdom, by Carroll Osburn, is an 
inurbane book. Osburn , a professor of Bible at Abilene 
Christian University, attempts to discredit the restoration ap
peal and misalign the church. His teaching is dangerous and 
damning. 

Wayne Coats of Mt. Juliet, Tennessee has done a master
ful job of answering the Osburn book and effectively pin
pointing its fallacies. It is not necessary for every member of 
the church to have Osburn's book, but it is advisable for all 
to read Coats answer to it. 

Brother Coats takes up the Osburn misadventure chapter 
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truth. When Osburn's Ideas are examined by sound doc
trine, they fade like a cut flower. With withering common
sense Coats takes up each false notion presented in 
Osburn's little volume and gives an unanswerable answer. 

A perusal of the Coats book will make you aware of the lib
eral position and what is wrong with it. At the same time it will 
enhance your love of the Bible and appreciation of everlast
ing truth. 

-$6.95 
$2.50 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 
1-800-572-3619 



of a denomination. How can the church of Christ be 
the New Testament church if restoration is not an 
accomplished fact? 

3. Money continues: "If you believe that the res
toration of New Testament Christianity is an accom
plished fact - that we have the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, the last thing you 
want is people going around trying to think and ex
amine and search and question." Thus, according to 
the president of ACU, not only has the restoration of 
New Testament Christianity not occurred, but those 
of us who think it has occurred are doing our best to 
stifle all of the great minds at ACU who are trying to 
lead us out of the darkness by thinking, examining, 
searching, and questioning. Of course, in reality, it is 
we who constantly tell people to study their Bibles 
and test what they hear. The ACU position is that 
people are incapable of understanding the Bible 
without expert help. These ACU professors have all 
the answers about the church, and they (as Money's 
condescending statement shows) are here to remedy 
our ignorance. If these ACU church historians are re
ally so interested in studying and examining the 
Bible, then why do their writings about the church 
spend so much rime quoting Restoration leaders and 
so little time quoting the scriptures? 

Douglas A. Foster 

Douglas A. Foster is an assistant professor of church 
history and an assistant director of the Center for 
Restoration Studies at ACU. In 1994, he published a 
book entitled Will the Cycle Be Unbroken: Churches 
of Christ Face the 21st Century (1994, ACU Press). 
The premise of his book is that there are cycles 
through which "all religious movements tend to 
move" [p. v] and the "Churches of Christ" are mov
ing through these same cycles. 

1. The source he used for this idea is a book by 
Richard Niebuhr entitled The Social Sources of De
nominationalism. On p. v, he describes this cycle as 
follows: "A period of initial fervor and exclusivity is 
followed by a stable consolidating phase. Finally, the 
body settles into a respectable position in the larger 
religious world, but without its early vibrancy and 
success. The final stage involves decline that could ul
timately lead to the body's death. Are Churches of 
Christ locked into this seemingly inescapable pat
tern?" 

2. On p. vii in footnote 1, he writes: "I know that 
some are uncomfortable with terms like 'our heritage,' 
'Restoration Movement churches,, or even 'Churches 

of Christ.' That fear is legitimate - we cannot equate 
our immediate herit~ge or anyone else's with the uni
versal church of God in all times and places." 

3. On page xi we read: "Nostalgia has definitely 
set in among some of us. Many long for something 
that used to be, for better days, now seen as slipping 
away, when 'we stood for something.' What is that 
'something'? Is it the proud confidence that we were 
'right' and the 'only ones going to heaven?' Is it our 
reputation for knowing the Scriptures better than any 
other religious group? Is it the certainty that 'denomi
nationalism' was wrong and that we were not a de
nomination? Is it the conviction that we had restored 
the church of the New Testament?" 

4. As for "our movement" and its origin, on 
pages 8-9 he discusses the "vibrant new movement" 
that was begun by Barton W. Stone and Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell. "With their own leaders and 
slogans and a new zeal for standing for what they saw 
as the true basis of the original Stone/Campbell 
movement, the Churches of Christ took shape in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s." 

515 I Edloe Street # 14401 
Houston, Texas 77005 

(Editor's note: Thank you brother Hall for doing 
the research and bringing together in summary some 
of the problems confronting the restored church. We 
need to know these things - and we should want to 
know who is responsible. 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we 
drift away (from them). For if the word spoken 
through angels proved stedfast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a just recom
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we ne
glect so great a salvation? which having at the 
first been spoken through the Lord, was con
firmed unto us by them that heard; God also 
bearing witness with them, both by signs and 
wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will.) 
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Potpourri •.. 
Ware at the headwaters of the third quar

ter of the 116'h year of the Firm Founda
tion. The long and distinguished career of 

this stately magazine bodes a happy future of con
tinuing service to the brotherhood of the saved. It is 
our aim to present teaching that is true to God's un
dying Word and therefore teaching that will moisten 
the marrow of your bones, and make your soul fat 
and sleek. 

Have you noticed that the paper is now 40 pages 
and no increase in price. 

Once again, in this column, we give you tidbits 
from our decaying society. Maybe if we understand 
where society is going we can head 'em off at the 
pass. At the least we can lift up a trumpet voice to 

A Practical 
Handbook 
lor Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt Jones 

I commend to you this volume which is able 
to present what could be a very difficult 
subject in an easy-to-read and enlightening 
manner. The contents address both the 
reading of round AND shaped notes in a 
very simple understandable fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will 
become the standard for singing and 
songleading as we enter the twenty-first 
century! 

$4.00 ea. 

Ralph A. Casey 
Songleader 

plus $2.25 s&h; .25 s&h for each additional book 
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say woe, woe, woe and therefore whoa, whoa, 
whoa. Stopping crime compliments growth in grace 
and righteousness. 

Okay, let's take a peek at some of what causes 
the whole creation to groan, and, thank God, some 
things that make angels happy. There is both good 
and bad in our generation. 

becdofe 
!t A Scotchman being asked the meaning of Post

modernism replied, "When the party who listens 
dinna ken what the party who speaks means, and the 
party who speaks dinna ken what he means himself 
- that is Postmodernism" - (with apologies to A. 
Campbell and the Christian Baptist). 
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Mone~ Mone~ Money 

OThe Christian Chronicle Oanuary 2000) re
ports that at Terrell, Texas, President Royce Money 
of ACU apologized to Mrican-Americans for people 
who are long dead and consequently who could not 
themselves enter into the repentance, or confession, 
or apology - still President Money apologized for 
them. He did not explain where he got his license to 
do this. One wit said, "If Dr. Money would just 
apologize for what he had done to ACU ... " 

We are wondering if it would be acceptable for 
us to apologize for Dr. Money to those who are now 
dead, and their heirs, and whose sacrifice of money 
and time built the educational institution he now 
heads. People whose trust has been violated as the 
school drifts further and further away from basic 
Bible principles and into denominational concepts. 
If a living man can repent for dead folks, why can't a 
living man repent for another living man? If you can 
do it for the dead you ought to be able to do it for 
the living. 

The idea of I -sin-and-you-repent seems to have 
been borrowed from President Bill Clinton who is a 
master at this type of hypocrisy. But ... but ... it sells! 

More Bumluzzelmenl 
Olt is also reported (Christian Chronicle, No

vember 1999) that President Steve Flatt of DLU told 
the Tennessean (Nashville), in explaining why Doug 
Varnado was fired from the faculty for preaching for 
a congregation that is beginning to us mechanical in
struments of music in its public worship service: 
"Our policy is not to reflect who is and who is not in 
the kingdom. It reflects a small part of an operating 
procedure which best allows Lipscomb to serve." 

We wonder if using machines to praise God was 
an operating procedure which best allowed Lip
scomb to serve, would Dr. Flatt approve the 
"sackbut, dulcimer, and gong" in worship of the al
mighty and invisible God who told us to sing? Is the 
criteria pragmatism or the Bible? 

r6inlr 
OA single drinking binge by a pregnant woman 

can be enough to permanently damage the brain of her 
unborn child, according to a new study of the effects 
of alcohol on babies (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 11, 2000). 

Update 
OThe number of abortions in the United States 

fell in 1997 to the lowest level in two decades. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported 

that 20 out of every 1,000 women had abortions in 
1997 (one in fifty). Still, there were 118 million abor
tions in 1997. That means that a figure as large as one
third of the entire population of the United States of 
America- the land of the free and home of the brave 
-was killed in 1997- and that is an improvement? 

Good Comment 

0 America as a people has forgotten the fear of 
God. "God" is the most common and blasphemous 
ejaculation from the mouths of Americans. Cursing 
and filth punctuate speech in cafes, businesses, 
schools, streets, playgrounds, and homes. The leader 
of our nation is a philanderer and a perjurer, and we 
don't care because our jobs are secure and our mutual 
funds are on the rise. We save whales and slaughter 
unborn babies (Keith Sharp in With All Boldness). 

"The fear of God is the basis of moral self-gov
ernment and is the basis of true freedom" (Philip 
Schaff, History of the Church. 8:265). 

"Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2 
Cor. 7:1). 

Sounding Brass 
and Clanging Cyntbals 
The history and significance of instrumental music 

in the Restoration Movement (1827-1968)) 

By J. E. Choate 
and William Woodson 

"After an orderly recounting of the historical changes year 
by year, they [the authors] show the significance of the use 
of instrumental music with reference to the restoration 
motto, unity and the loss of respect for Bible authority. ·:· 
The authors show conclusively that the church did not di
vide over sectional and cultural issues ... but rather be
cause of the introduction of instrumental music, the mis
sionary society, and a liberal attitude toward the authority 
of the Bible." 
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$18.95 
plus $3.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1·800·572·3619 

A,Pril 2000 27 
F1rm Foundation 



Wishing 
Do you wish the world were better? 
Let me tell you what to do. 
Set a watch upon your actions 
Keep them always straight and true. 
Rid your mind of selfish motives, 
Let your mind be clean and high, 
You can make a little Eden 
Of the sphere you occupy. 
Do you wish the world were wiser? 
Well, suppose you make a start, 
By accumulating wisdom 
In the scrapbook of your heart; 
Do not waste one page on folly; 
Live to learn, and learn to live. 
If you want to give men knowledge 
You must get it ere you give. 
Do you wish the world were happy? 
Then remember day by day, 
Just to scatter seeds of kindness 
As you pass along the way, 
For the pleasures of the many 
May be ofttimes traced to one, 
As the hand that plants the acorn, 
Shelters armies from the sun. 

- Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

Good News 
®Walter Swain returned on Oct. 20, 1999, from 

a four-week mission trip to India, which saw 262 
baptized into Christ. This was Swain's second trip to 
India this year. The first trip resu lted in 405 bap
tisms. Good work! 
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Armageddon Again? presents a different interpreta· 
lion of the biblical prophecies which have so often 
been misunderstood and misused to predict the end 
of time. "The careful study of scriptures presented in 
this book will show both (1) that the passages pre
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not the teaching of the Bible." 
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A Tangled Web 

ti>Two women lived together in a homosexual re
lationship for nine years. They agreed to have a 
child. One of them became pregnant by artificial in
semination (anonymous sperm donor). T hey split 
and the "mother" of the child was given custody of 
the baby. 

The surrogate "father" now wants visitation 
rights and has sued in an Illinois court. The Appel
late Court blocked the petition of the woman seek
ing visitation r ights with the biological rights of her 
former lesbian partner. 

The Appellate Court said, "This court is not un
mindful of the fact that the evolving social structures 
have created non-traditional relationships" (Chicago 
Tribune, Dec. 17, 1999 - thanks to Earl Davis) . 

If you understand this labyrinth, I would be 
much obliged if you would explain it to me. W hen 
we get away from strong family ties, we wind up in a 
morass. It gets deeper and more intimidating as we 
go. 

Peach State 
t?>Georgia's Southern Baptists voted overwhelm

ingly to expel two churches that allow homosexuals 
to serve as leaders and allowed a "gay wedding" 
(Chicago Tribune, Nov. 17, 1999- and thanks again 
Earl Davis) . 

New Testament 
McCord's New Testament Translation 

of the Everlasting Gospel 

Dr. Hugo McCord has been a serious student of the 
Bible from the time he was a young man. By diligent 
study, thorough academic preparation, self-discipline, 
and heart cultivation he has become one of the leading 
and ripest scholars in the nation. His influence as an au· 
thor, lecturer, preacher, and professor has left his impact 
on the brotherhood. 

The apex of his scholarly contributions is his transla
tion of the New Testament. Because of his superior lin
guistic ability and commitment to the truth, he has pre· 
pared a translation that can be accepted with confidence 
by all. Dr. McCord has sought diligently to give an ac· 
curate translation of the inspired Word of God in an eas· 
ily understood modern day English. 

E. Claude Gardner 
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Signs ol the Times 

®San Jose, Calif.- An infertile couple seeking an 
athletic young woman to donate her eggs is offering 
$100,000.00, an amount thought to be the highest 
price yet in the escalating market for donor ova" 
(Chicago Tribune, Feb. 10, 2000). Don't you get it? 
If we can get eggs from a truly superior woman ath
lete and sperm from, say, Michael Jordan (Dennis 
Rodman would be too easy), we could have a multi
billion-dollar-baby. Our old-age would be secure. 
The super-baby could take care of all our needs. The 
hundred thousand is paltry. 

Graphic Elements 
\~In the quiet farmlands of three rural communi

ties in northern Arkansas two homosexual men alleg
edly raped and killed 13-year-old Jesse Dirkhising, a 
middle-school student. 

The story began when Jesse accepted a weekend 
job from 38-year-old Davis Carpenter, an openly gay 
hair stylist. Jesse, who lived in a small trailer with 
two siblings, his mother, and her third husband, 
leapt at the chance to earn a few extra dollars. He 
lodged in an apartment shared by Mr. Carpenter and 
his 22-year-old homosexual lover, Joshua Brown. 

Jesse's mother, Tina Yates, said she had known 
Mr. Carpenter for seven years and had no qualms 
about letting Jesse stay with the homosexual couple. 
"I have a lot of gay friends,' she said. "I never ever 
thought he [Carpenter] would hurt one of our own 
children." 

Neither did Jesse's classmates at Lincoln Middle 
School, who say Jesse bragged about a new job with 
"his uncle." 

Police responding to a pre-dawn 911 call on Sun
day, Sept. 26, discovered a horrible situation. As a 
frantic Davis Carpenter led them to Jesse's limp, na
ked body, police noticed drug paraphernalia and 
duct tape lying nearby. Hours later, Joshua Brown 
confessed that he sneaked behind Jesse, bound and 
gagged the boy, and then sodomized him repeatedly 
as Mr. Carpenter watched and gave instructions. Af
ter taking a break to eat a sandwich at about 5 am., 
Mr. Brown discovered Jesse had stopped breathing, 
The boy died at the hospital. Police found chilling 
notes and diagrams illustrating the rape, allegedly 
written from Mr. Carpenter to Mr. Brown. 

According to police reports, the notes referred to 
making him take "those pills" and telling him not to 
resist or he would continue to be sexually assaulted. 

Mr. Carpenter and Mr. Brown, who are being 

held in Benton County Jail in Bentonville, are 
charged with capital murder and six counts of rape. 

Despite local outrage, the national press was not 
so taken aback. For weeks, reporters ignored the 
Durkhising murder, prompting charges of bias. For 
at the same time that newspapers did not cover 
Jesse's case, they continued their year-long blitz on 
the Matthew Shepard case - a media fest that began 
last October when two heterosexual men beat to 
death the 21-year-old homosexual college student, 

Following Mr. Shepard's murder, the Associated 
Press (AP) ran national news stories every day for a 
week with the words "Openly gay student" promi
nently displayed in headlines. But Jesse's murder did 
not make the AP national wire, with the exception of 
one story appearing almost a month after the crime. 

"If this were an openly gay boy assaulted to 
death by two heterosexual men, I don't think there 
would be any doubt this would be a national news 
story," said Tim Graham, director of media analysis 
for the Virginia based Media Research Center. MRC 
research revealed that most major newspapers, na
tional television networks, and news shunned the 
Dirkhising murder. 

Why the neglect? "This story has the potential to 
short-circuit the current appeal of gay politics -
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which is to focus on gays as victims of violence, not 
as perpetrators," Mr. Graham explained. 

H omosexual advocacy groups like the Human 
Rights Campaign remained silent about the 
Dirkhising killing. "It's a horrible, brutal crime and 
we feel for the family and everyone else affected, but 
were not sure it would be our place to comment," 
HRC spokesman Wayne Bensen said. "Their sexual 
orientation was irrelevant. It was two guys who did a 
horrible thing." 

But earlier this year, HRC was unwilling to at
tribute Mr. Shepard's murder simply to two guys do
ing a horrible thing. HRC spokeswoman Kim Hill 
blamed Mr. Shepard's murder on "a climate of intol
erance ... fostered by religious political organizations 
such as the Family Research Council, Focus on the 
Family, and the Christian Coalition." 

The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama
tion joined HRC in attacking Christians, calling a 
"Truth in Love" advertising campaign featuring testi
monies from former homosexuals "mean-spi rited" 
and "deceptive." The M atthew Shepard case was an 
opportunity to be exploited, the Jesse Dirkhising 
case is a danger to be downplayed (Sou rce: World 
magazine, Nov. 20, 1999). 

Darwinism (Misnomer for Stupidity) 

@Is man made in the image of God, or is he in 
the image of a chimpanzee? Given that choice, it 
seems obvious that humans ought to opt for the 
former and ridicule the latter - not the other way 
around. 

Michael ]. Behe, professor of biochemistry at 
Lehigh University, in a recent article ("Darwin's 
Hostages," American Spectator, pp. 32-36) gives 
some food for thought. 

H e observes that Darwin's theory that chance, 
superior variation gave an edge in the struggle to 
survive. If the variation could be inherited, then over 
time the characteristics of the species might change. 
And over eons, whole new kinds of animals might 
arise. It was an elegant theory. 

Behe then points out some increasing problems 
with the theory, not the least of which is its inability 
to explain where life came from in the first place. 
Evo lutionists say they are not concerned with that, 
but only how li fe developed after it began. He also 
points out other problems, of which we will mention 
two. 

One, "A classic Darwinian problem is the fossil 
record. In his own day Darwin recognized that it did 
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not square with his expectation of innumerable tran
sitional forms. It still doesn't ..... New life forms typi
cally appear in the geological record with no obvious 
precursors, persist essentially unchanged for a time, 
and then disappear." 

Two, is the embarrassment of the Ernst Haeckel 
drawings of embryos - those of the fish, amphib
ians, birds, and mammals were drawn to look alike, 
or have similarities. It is now known that Haeckel's 
drawings are more imagination than science. Several 
generations grew up studying the nineteenth century 
drawings that are now known to misrepresent the 
truth about embryos. 

Behe delineates other problems with organic 
evolution as an explanation of the origin of the spe
cies. The conclusion is that the evolutionary hypoth
esis fails almost every test, and a growing number of 
renowned scientists admit its woeful inadequacies. 

Final word: "The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language; 
their voice is not heard., And ~~the invisible things of 
him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being perceived through the things that are made, 
even his everlasting power and divinity.,, 

"The stars are singing as they shine, The hand 
that made us is divine." 

Amen! 

Spong Is an 1A·T6eisf' 
$Episcopal bishop John Spong, who retired Jan. 

29, says he now considers himself an "a-theist." He 
rejects almost every Christian doctrine. He said "I 
don't want a God that would go around killing 
people's little girls. Neither do I want a God who 
would kill his own son." He said he doesn't want to 
be in a church that keeps "gays" in the closet and 
women out of the priesthood. Spong's successor as 
bishop is John Croneberger. He battles quietly, but 
has waged many of the same battles as Spong. His 
church hosted the 1990 ordination of a "gay priest" 
(The Calvary Contender, Mar. 1, 2000). 

Sin 
0 Phyllis McGinley said, "Sin has always been an 

ugly word, but has been made less so over the last 
half-century. It has been made passe. People are no 
longer sinful, they are only immature, or underprivi
leged, or frightened, or, more particularly, sick." 

The Bible, more correctly, puts the same thought 
this way: "And even. as they refused to have God in 

their knowledge, God gave them up unto a repro
bate mind, to do those things which are not fitting" 
(Rom 1:28). 

"The worst sin toward our fellow creatures is 
not to hate them, but to be indifferent to them; that 
is the essence of inhumanity" (George Bernard 
Shaw). 

G.K. Chesterson said, "Cruelty is, perhaps, the 
worst kind of sin. Intellectual cruelty is the worst 
kind of cruelty." 

Poor Ted 
OTed Turner's estranged wife, Jane (Fonda), has 

converted to fundamental Christianity (what other 
kind is there?). Ted's heart was broken and he sent 
her packing, but longs for her to repent and come 
back to him. World magazine Qan. 29, 2000) ex
plains that Turner became an atheist because he had 
been encouraged to subscribe to the baseless notion 
that God has promised exemption from physical suf
fering and physical death if we will but follow him. 
If this were true, of course, no child of God would 
ever suffer or die, and we would have some really 
old folks walking around on the earth. Turner claims 
to have "accepted Christ" at a Billy Graham crusade. 
He says that he began to lose his faith when his sister 
died after a lengthy illness, despite his prayers. 

He now speaks despairingly of Christian faith. 
We need to be careful, beloved, lest we contrib

ute to another's unbelief because we make extrava
gant and unsupported claims. 

The stubborn fact is that if a given percentage of 
the world's population die of a disease, then that 
same percentage, under identical circumstances, will 
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die of that disease, whether Catholic, Atheist, Pente
costal, Methodist, Baptist, or members of the church 
of Christ. 

God makes his sun to rise on the good and evil 
and sends rain on the just and the unjust (Matt 
5 :45). That is, the material blessings of God are so 
unimportant that he sends them on all alike. He is 
not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11). 

On the other hand (which is where the emphasis 
ought to be), he gives spiritual riches only to those 
who are in Christ (Eph 1:3). 

The promise of the new covenant is for spiritual 
health and eternal well-being and not for loaves and 
fishes. "Work not for the food which perisheth, but 
for the food which abideth unto eternal life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him the Fa
ther, even God, hath sealed." 

Uaiversity lees 
$Several University of Wisconsin law students 

sued their school in 1996, objecting to their manda
tory activity fees being used to fund extremist groups 
like the International Socialist Organization and the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Camps Cen-
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ter. The First Amendment establishes freedom from 
such "compelled speech," according to Jordan 
Lorance, attorney for the law students. If they prevail, 
most students who attend state-run schools may be 
eligible for refunds (Source: World, Nov. 20, 1999). 

letus 
OU.S. House Resolution 350 calls for an investi

gation into fetal-tissue trafficking. Current law per
mits the exploitation of aborted children for re
search, it prohibits any person "to knowingly ac
quire, receive or otherwise transfer any human fetal 
tissue for valuable consideration if the transfer af
fects interstate commerce." 

Calling Names 
OJohn Leo (U.S. News & World Report, Dec. 6, 

1999) said: 
Several columns ago when I wrote that 'stu

dents, disability activists, and pro-lifers' were 
demonstrating at Princeton, the copy desk here 
at U.S, News wanted to change 'pro-lifers' to 
'abortion opponents.' The proposed change was 
by the book. Like most news organizations, this 
magazine uses 'abortion-rights activists' and 
'abortion opponents,' not 'pro-choice' and 
'pro-life.' But in this case 'abortion opponents' 
was clearly not an adequate term. The issue at 
Princeton wasn't abortion. It was infanticide. 
The university had appointed a professor who 
believes parents should be allowed to kill their 
severely disabled babies. 

Here's the verbal issue, debated for years in 
newsrooms: Pro-lifers don't like the word 'pro
choice' because it eliminates the noun that faces 
up to the violent act involved (abortion) and re
places it with a warm and toasty abstract word 
that always scores well in focus groups (choice). 
And pro-choicers don't like 'pro-life' because it 
implies that supporters of the abortion option 
ate pro-death. 

But pro-lifers aren't one-issue activists. They 
strongly oppose euthanasia, doctor-assisted sui
cide, ordinary suicide, infanticide, and (often, 
but not always) capital punishment. Terms such 
as 'antiabortion advocates' and 'abortion oppo
nents' fail to reflect this broad commitment to 
the 'life' side of so many life-or-death issues. 
Out of fairness (and accuracy), the media should 
restore the 'pro-life' tag or come up with some
thing similar. Given the ideological makeup of 
the newsroom today, this change is unlikely. In 
fact, in editorial columns at least, there is a small 
but growing trend toward using the sneering 
term 'antichoice' to describe pro-life beliefs. 
The general newsroom tendency to let every 
group call itself whatever it wants to (gays, Na
tive Americans, African-Americans) is suspended 
for right-to-life activists. 



Me.roo 

OThe New Oxford Review (a conservative 
Catholic Church paper) recently put out an ad that 
included some thought-provoking statements. I 
"wot" (thrown in for King James Version lovers) 
about the same with reference to some of the non
sense going on in the church today. The advertise
ment said: 

The church is deeply divided, not about this 
or that proposed 'reform' but about the very na
ture of the Faith .... Whatever the issue - raun
chy sex ed, shacking-up, abortion, homosexual
ity, radical feminism, assisted suicide, New Age 
spins on spirituality ... the church is split from 
top to bottom .... 

... If the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, 
who will know, 'what is played' and who will 
'prepare himself for battle.' 

Curious 
O"Suppose the state of Missouri were to decide 

that it was under-populated. And in order to deal 
with the under-population, the state decided they 
were going to, against the will of the women, artifi
cially inseminate them and force them to bear chil
dren that they do not want to bear." 

Get it? The liberty to abort is indistinguishable 
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from the liberty to have children. And both are in
distinguishable from, shall we suppose, involuntary 
impregnation. 

Let us go back to the real world - and to a real
world constitution. 

A Cold Wind 
®Coming down from the Supreme Court of 

Canada is a new concept of pedophilia. Child por
nography (until now has been off-limits because 
most people know that sexually exploiting little boys 
and girls is dead wrong) is now protected in Canada. 

Cole Porter said: 
In olden days a glimpse of stocking 
Was looked on as something shocking 
But now, God knows, 
Anything goes. 

Now, here is the "anything." Justice Duncan 
Shaw of the British Columbia Supreme Court dis
missed charges of possessing child pornography 
against a retired civil servant, John Sharpe. Mr. 
Shaw struck down the law covering possession of 
child pornography (in Mr. Sharpe case, 6,000 pho
tos of nude boys, some in sexual acts with adults, 
along with pedophilic stores) because it violated his 
right to "freedom of expression," and his "reason
able expectation of privacy." 

The Canadian police are unable to prosecute pe
dophiles for simple procession of child pornography, 
as a result of this decision. 

Watch out! Homosexuals are after the children 
- your children. If male to male and female to fe
male sex relations are right, then adult to child sex 
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relations is not far behind. Soon after will be har
ems. Can you remember which one of the Caesars 
married his horse? 

In Full Bloom 
®A coalition of 850 liberal religious figures last 

week issued a declaration urging all faiths to back a 
gaggle of fashionable causes. First and foremost: Ev
ery religion must bless same-sex couples and allow 
openly gay ministers. Besides homosexuality, the 
declaration pushes open the access to abortion and 
sex education at all age leaves, and opposes "unat
tainable populations growth" and all forms of 
"sexual oppression." Among the endorsers of the 
statement: the presidents of the United Church of 
Christ and the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
presidents or deans at 15 Protestant seminaries, and 
numerous theology teachers. No major evangelical 
groups backed the document (World, Jan. 29, 2000). 

The amazing thing is that there is even one God
fearing leader in our fair land who would promote 
such amphigoric twaddle much less 850 professed 
leaders of the blind. Watch out for the ditch - it is 
gaping and filthy. 

Irresistible? 
!?>The Synod of Dart (1618-19) emphasized that 

humans w illfully reject God's commands and are 
therefore held accountable. The Synod insisted that 
"this divine grace of regeneration does not act in 
people as if they were blocks and stones." 

People have choice. They can "thrust the word of 
God from them and judge themselves unworthy of 
eternal life," or they can receive the saving gospel by 
obeying its commands, and lay hold on eternal life. 
The only reason there should be any conflict between 
God's grace and the free offer of the gospel is that we 
want to say more than Jesus and the apostles. 

Happy Birthday 
!?>Winfred Smith of Anadarko, Okla., celebrated 

the 9P' anniversary of her birth on Feb. 17, 2000. 
She is a contended and constant reader of the Firm 
Foundation. Many happy returns. 

Warning 
C?lThe American Psychological Association and 

the American Psychiatric Association have officially 
protested what they view as a misrepresentation of 
their position on pedophilia. Their protesting state
ments affirm laws against sexual relationships be
tween adults and children. Fair enough, but that is 
somewhat beside the point. While avoiding obvious 



legal landmines, the associations have been moving 
since the 1970s toward legitimating homosexuality, 
along with pedophilia and other "paraphiliac" behav
ior (e.g. , sadomasochism), in that they are no longer 
listed as mental disorders unless they cause distress or 
impair the social functioning of those who indulge in 
such behavior. The question is not whether the asso
ciations favor decriminalizing pedophilia. They do 
not. But their area of presumed competence is mental 
disorders, not changing the law. A change has been 
made in the definition of mental disorders, and their 
protest would be made credible only by rescinding the 
change. One might surmise that practitioners of 
"man-boy love" do not feel distress about what they 
do, nor, within that subculture, is their social func
tioning impaired. It is accurate to say that the associa
tions appear to be on a course toward "normalizing" 
behavior that previously was judged to be perverse 
and disordered, and is still illegal. Whatever their in
tentions, it is foreseeable that such a course might at 
some point have a bearing on changes in the law. Al
though the associations deplore it, the reality is that 
mental disorder bears a social stigma. Officially re
moving that stigma is a step toward normalizing cer
tain actions, or at least delegitimating objections to 
them, which is much the same thing. The disingenu
ousness of, for instance, the American Psychological 
Association in claiming that it does not advocate the 
acceptance or legitimization of homosexuality is all 
too clear from its membership in the "Just the Facts 
Coalition," along with the National Education Asso
ciation and other groups. The coalition recently sent 
out a booklet to all 14,700 public school districts in 
the country attacking those who contend that teenag-

Memphis School 
of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2,760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Limited scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125-2560 
School (901) 751 -2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751-8098 

ers can and should resist or redirect, rather than act 
upon, their homoerotic desires. "I think this is a 
history-changing moment," says Kevin Jennings of 
the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network, a 
New York organization. "The entire mainstream edu
cation and mental health establishment has said that it 
isn't lesbian, gay, and bisexual students who need to 
change, it is the conditions in our schools that need to 
change." Mr. Jennings and his allies have good reason 
to be pleased. 
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Food For lllought 
OThere are undoubtedly many thousands of 

children in the U.S. who go to bed hungry at night. 
It is impossible to know how many, but any hungry 
child has to be cause for concern. Consumption is a 
better indicator of poverty than income, much of 
which is unreported, and undetectable except as evi
denced in consumption. Most hungry children are 
not hungry only, or even chiefly, for lack of money 
to buy food. Broken and violent homes, sundry 
forms of child neglect and abuse, typically associated 
with alcoholism, drugs, and other adult disorders -
these are the circumstances usually associated with 
children going hungry. The children are the victims 
and are certainly not to be blamed. It is true that the 
adults who should be caring for these children need 
help, and an essential part of help is helping them to 
recognize that they are failing in their duty. This is 
the kind of help provided by innumerable non-gov
ernmental efforts aimed not at "delivering services" 
to "clients" but at transforming lives through per
sonal involvement with those in need. Such efforts, 
typically "faith-based" (in the current jargon), need 
to be multiplied many times over. Bread for the 
World (a bleeding-heart appeal for money) advocates 
discredited welfare policies that have exacerbated 
the problem of "welfare dependency" and have had 
the unfortunate effect of discrediting concern for the 
poor in the minds of many Americans. This raises 
the prospect of America becoming what Charles 
Murray calls a "custodial democracy," in which the 
underclass is subsidized but walled off. We increase 
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the number of homeless shelters and food pantries, 
restore the welfare entitlement, build more prison 
cells, and write off a substantial part of the popula
tion. as permanently incapable of citizenship. Mean
while; the great majority of Americans go on with 
business as usual, "Custodial democracy" is a grim 
prospect, and we must not resign ourselves to it 
(Source: First Things, February 2000). 

Update 
$"Humanist Manifesto 2000" is just released 

and does not have signatories anywhere near the sta
tus of those who signed the first manifesto in 1933. 
They did recruit nine Nobel laureates and comedian 
Steve Allen. The new manifesto urges us to 

[L]eave behind the magical thinking and myth
making that are substitutes for tested knowledge 
of nature .... Religions have their origins in pre
urban nomadic and agricultural societies of the 
past and are irrelevant to our emerging postin
dustrial global information culture. 

This latest manifesto calls for a World Parlia
ment. In a world of such rapid change it is some
thing of a comfort that framers of the Humanist 
Manifesto keep alive an old, if eccentric, tradition. 
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Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44m Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

- North Carolina -Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

• • • • • Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 

Margate- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. Larry Thomas, preacher. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, - South Carolina -

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy min. 27 6-2946 Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Hwy 14 (P 0 Box 625) 29652 Sun 10 11 am Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, • · · • · ' · ., a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 

7185 
p h" A 

32822 
S 9 10 6 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

778-8955 ers mg ve., · un. ' a.m., 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
553-0546. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Arizona- Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (56') 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Idaho-
Jerome- 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

Firm Foundation 
Books 

CO's 

Tapes 

VBS 

-Order online-

Bible lnfonet 
http://Www.blble·lnfonet.org/ 
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- Tennessee -
Chauanooga - East Ridge Church of Chr ist, 
501 McBrien Rd. , 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church o f Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis- Foresr Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m. , Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Mt. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downrown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a. m. , 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coars, preacher. 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N Hwy 146 (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9 :50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: hup://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Firm Foundation 
has 

Bible Class Literature 
and 

Correspondences Courses 

1-800-572-3619 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-12 19. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m. , Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrvillc Rd., Tomball, 77377. (7 13) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 110 I W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a. m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 67 1-2369,67 1-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Conley, Dobbs, Moffitt 
Catholic Debate Tapes 

$44.95- Video set 
Price includes shipping. 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

1-800-572-3619 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome you r advertis ing, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be p rudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the selup a nd layout for advertisements:The 

Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out a ll adverlising. The cost for this is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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- Virginia -
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851·3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C.]. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wyoming -
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m. , Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brownlow 

This volu me is devoted to the 
development of the children of God 
in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and 
principles given in the Bible, which, 
when p roperly applied, should be 
of practical help to the Christian in 
facing every situation of li fe . 

$4.00 plus $2.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

The Two 
Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to 
discern and defeat the errors advanced 
by so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3.75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

800-572-3619 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All aSds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
If you're committed to serving God to the best of 
your ability, consider yourself sound, self motivated, 
and have a strong emphases on evangelism, we are 
seeking such an evangelist/personal worker to work 
with a congregation of less than 20, in a thriving 
Iowa community of 25,000. The congregation has 
been blessed in its fund raising having secured 
$12,000 a year in less than four months and 
continues its efforts. We encourage all applicants 
with resum~s and sermon tape samples to apply 
with or without additional support. 515-752-3958 
or write 704 Bromley Street, Marshalltown, lA 
50158 email jcrookshank@adiis.net. 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 175 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide - special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send r~sum~ to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Christ, 4120 Missouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congr. needs 
energetic, motivated family man with experience, 
committed to building relationships. Send resume, 
w/transcripts and professional/personal 
recommendations. Salary and start date negotiable. 
Contact: Oak Hill Church of Christ 1344 S. Oak 
Hill Ave., Janesville, WI 53546-5573 

Preacher/evangelist wanted for 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible preferred. 
Must be doctrinally sound. Salary and 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply to South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, Cf 06032 Attn. Tom 
Washington, email: tommie. washington@espn.com 
(860) 521-3896 

Position available June 1. Send resume, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recent sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, 
P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Youth/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
university or preaching school. He will be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Village Square Church of Christ, Chalmette, LA, is 
searching for pulpit minister for congregation of 
60-70. Send r~sume to Elders, Village Square 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1165, Chalmette, LA 
70043 or call Charles Whitley, (504) 393-7046, 
or evenings J. V. Russell (504) 271-5279. 

Minister needed for the church at 307 7th Street, 
Branson, MO 65616. Send resume to Melvin 
Wood, 148 Compton Ridge, Branson, MO 65616 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send resume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of' Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

resume to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

Conservative congregation seeking evangelist for 
quasi-mission area in west central Indiana. We 
are a congregation of about 60. Good opportunity 
to build on a foundation all ready laid to reach the 
lost. Must be strong in the pulpit and able to 
provide leadership in establishing programs. Please 
Call K. Ellmore, chairman, at (765) 793-2387 

Full-time, experienced conservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in part
time work. Please send resume to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 (new phone number) 

Full-time conservative preacher wanted for small 
(35 +) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama City. Ideal for the 
retired who wishes to continue in God's work. 
Will consider those interested in part-time work. 
Please send resume and recent tape to 445 
Creekview Dr., Wewahitchka, FL 32465, or call 
(850) 639-3218 or email Wewachurch@aol.com. 

For Sale 
Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books on Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1997), The Godhead (1998). Limited 
quantity of The Godhead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Church Bulletins Bound - $25.00. Please call 
Winnco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.com/binding.html 

Miscellaneous 

Congregation of SO members in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-time minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
attendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities, $400/month. Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
preaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, .mega-church culture. Send resume Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." - an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Minister wanted: Need experienced personal Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 
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Firm Foundation 
Alternate VBS Literature 

LOVE IS THE WAY 

Lesson 1: Meat In the Wilderness 
(Exodus 20:2-3) 
To show that the command to love God first 
is the foundation of all Christianity and 
service to other people. 

Lesson 2: A Prophet Who Warned Sinful People 
(Proverbs 17:17) 
To show that our love for God which Is the 
foundation of our Christianity Is manifested 
in the way we love our neighbors. 

Lesson 3: God's Promise to Provide 
for Our Needs 
(Hebrews 13: 1-2) 
To show that the Great Command Second 
One will lead us to love all the people In all 
the world. 

Lesson 4: Love at Home 
(John 13:35) 
To show that love in the home Is possible 
when we apply the Word of God to our 
home relationships. 

Lesson 5: Eternal Love 
(Hebrews 1 0:24) 
To show that Christian love is so im
portant that we cannot serve God or man 
correctly without it. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800·572·3619 

Sample kits must be returned by June I, 2000 for refund. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
April2000 

Address service requested. 

Firm Foundation 
2000 VBS Literature 

God's Wonderful World · 

Lesson 1: God Is Real 
(Heb. 11; Rom. 1; Psa. 19) 
To give a reason for the hope that is in 
believers concerning the existence of God, 
and in the accuracy and excellency of His 
revelation 

Lesson 2: God Did Create 
(Gen. 1-2; Heb. 11:3) 
To instill confidence in the biblical account of 
the origin of the universe. 

Lesson 3: God Has Spoken 
(2 Tim. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:12-21,· 1 Cor. 2:9-16) 
To give the basis for an abiding faith in the 
Bible as the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God, dependable and complete. 

Lesson 4: God Gave Jesus 
(John 3:16; Heb. 1:1 to 2:18) 
To prove the deity of Jesus and to show 
how he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power by his resurrection from the 
dead, and that the grace of ·salvation comes 
to us through the obedience of Christ and 
our own obedience. 

Lesson 5: God Caused Miracles 
(John 1:1-5; 1:14; 20:3D-31; Heb. 2:1-4) 
To show the nature and credibility of the 
miracles of the Bible and to show how 
supernatural acts confirm divine revelation. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800-572·3619 

Sample kits must be returned by June I, 2000 for refund. 

Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2000 
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T he importance of wives and morhers in the 
world cannot be overestimated. Support of 
the husband, rearing of children, being the 

moral backbone of society - such matters are 
scoffed at today, but in God's eyes, are still the es
sence of true woman hood. We read of some great 
women in the Bible; they need to be lifted up in the 
eyes of our daughters. 

Rebekah was a woman we need to teach our 
daughters about, if for no other reason than she was 
a virgin when she went to the marriage altar. Our so
ciety is so constantly bombarded by sexual mes
sages today that we hardly even notice anymore, and 
the sexual act, reserved in the Bible for only hus
band and wife, is almost as common as dirt. It must 
not be so, especially among God's people. Sexual in
tercourse, outside of marriage, is a sin , which unless 
repented of, will lead to eternal damnation (Gal. 
5:19-21; Rev. 21 :8). That means premarital sex, ex
tramarital sex, homosexuality, beastiality, or any 
other vile concoction that crosses the mind of man 
will bring God's wrath and judgment. Mothers, fa
thers, teach your daughters about the purity of the 
lovely Rebekah - that they should take that purity 
to the marriage bed. Anything else is sin. 

It would help if we had more women like Vashti 
(read Esther 1). This good woman was commanded 
by her drunken husband to expose her beauty before 
the lustful eyes of contemptible men. And her hus-

band happened to be the King of Persia, an absolute 
monarch with power of life or death over all in his 
domain. But this good, modest, virtuous woman was 
wi lling to risk her life to stay chaste and retain her 
honor. We need modest wives today, w ives who do 
not dress according to modern fashions, which, roo 
often, are designed with the co rrupt appetites of 
heathen men in mind, but who "adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, w ith shamefacedness and sobriety 
... [and] (which becometh women professing godli 
ness) with good works" (1 Tim. 2 :9-10). We need 
wives who disda in short skirts, halter tops, or any 
revealing attire that exposes as much skin as pos
sible; we need w ives to dress themselves in godli
ness. Ladies, if they can't see the Lord in you for 
what you are, or aren't, wearing, then your clothing 
is immodest. "As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, 
so is a fair woman which is without discretion" 
(Prov. 11:22). It's time we elevated the great Vashti 
in the eyes of our daughters, and teach them again 
the meaning of modesty. 

Other godly women need to be studied by our 
mothers and daughters - Ruth, Elizabeth, Priscilla, 
the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31. But, as our 
space is limited, I will mention only one more, and 
that is the mother of our Lord. Mary, was a great 
woman, one who should be the heroine of every 
Christian female - a virgin who loved the Lord. 
When the angel came to her with the message that 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Institution 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

(INSTITUTION in·sti ·tu·tion (in' sti-t?'sh?n, -
ty ?'-) noun 1. The act of instituting. 2. A custom, 
practice, relationship, or behavioral pattern of im
portance in the life of a community or society: the 
institutions of marriage and the family. 3. Abbr. 
inst., Inst. a. An established organization or foun
dation, especially one dedicated to education, 
public service, or culture. b. The building or 
buildings housing such an organization (The 
American Heritage Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage). ~~~-W!Il........: 

he church and the home are divinely appointed institu
tions. 
"God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

created he him; male and female created he them." 
God brought the woman to the man. ']\nd the man said, This 

is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man." And, we learn from 
M~tthew 19:4-5 that it was God who said, "For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and 
the two shall become one fl esh." 

God sanctioned and hallowed the home. He made it a blessed 
place for comfort and satisfaction of his creature and for the care 
and keeping of children. The Lord appointed that a wife and hus
band are to be "fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth." 

The home is the appointment of the Almighty. We dare not 
trifle with it, but must regard it as holy and honorable. God in
tends for the home to be inviolate and honorable. 

The consideration that God made only Adam and Eve and ap
pointed the home is sufficient to convince even the prig that the 
home is to be permanent. Divorce is not an option, unless there is 
the filth of fornication or intolerable abuse. Remarriage is not an 
option, unless there is death or one. partner to the union is guilty 
of aggravated sexual impurity (Matt. 19:3-10; Rom. 7:2). 

God appointed the church. Jesus built and bought the church 
(Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28). Deity therefore ordained the church 
and that makes her a sacred, divine institution. She is the dwelling 
place of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3 : 16-17), because she is the pillar 
and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3 :15). The sword of the Spirit is 
the word of God (Eph. 6 : 17). 

The church is the betrothed bride of Christ. The wedding will 
take place when Jesus comes again (Rev. 21 :2). The church must 
be "glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 



that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5 :27). "This 
mystery is great: but I speak in regard of Christ and of the church" 
(Eph. 5 :32). 

Or, as the French might say, the church is the fiancee of Jesus. 
A bridegroom expects his bride to be pure, and will punish any 
violation of his beloved. 

The Church - the Church - the holy Church -
The Saviour's spotless Bride! 
Who doth not love her queenly form 
Above all earth beside! 
Be mine through life to live in her; 
And, when the Lord shall call, 
To die in her, the Spouse of Christ, 
The Mother of us all. 

The church and the home are two holy, sacred, and precious 
institutions. Each has its work to do. They compliment and sup
port each other, but they are separate and distinct in their divinely 
appointed functions. 

It is the business of the church to evangelize the lost, edify· the 
saved, and visit the fatherless and widows. It is the business of the 
home to provide a haven for husband and wife and to nurture and 
protect children. The home feeds the child born to it and guides 
the guileless young in the way of righteousness and trains them in 
secular employment. The church may assist the home in this sa
cred trust, but the responsibility sets upon the shoulders of father 
and mother. 

As a part of this holy duty, the home is to educate the child in 
the laws of both God and man. You doubtless remember that 
Moses made it the responsibility of parents to tell their children 
about Jehovah and his law (Deut. 11:19; Eph. 6:4). 

The awesome obligation to teach children about worship and 
train them to make tents sits astride the shoulders of every hus
band and wife. It is the undeniable duty of parenthood. 

Parents often appoint other institutions to assist them in teach
ing their children. The public and private secondary schools are 
an example, also the public and private undergraduate and gradu
ate schools. They are meant to help mom and dad to prepare their 
offspring to walk in the way of the Lord while making a living. 
The appointment of schools as adjuncts to the home does not ab
solve the parents of their primary duty, under God, to see to it 
that their sons and daughters are properly taught. 

Public schools do a pretty good job of getting the kids ready 
for their life's work, but a sorry job of getting them ready for 
heaven. It is for this reason that the Christian home has invested 
the Christian University with authority to help in the training of 
their young. The devout father and mother want their children to 
be trained in secular performance in a Christian environment. It is 
that simple. 

It is a good thing, too. It would be foolish to quarrel with the 
noble desire to have children trained in commonplace duties in a 
circumstance that is holy and pure and helps prepare them for 
something that outlasts dust and ashes and that transcends earth. 
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That is what Christian education should be all 
about. 

Your child can get a good education in how to 
make his way through this life in state schools, but 
he will get no help in preparing him for heaven. If 
your children go to a state school, then you must 
look elsewhere to see that they are also prepared for 
eternity. To make your young one a success in this 
life and a failure in the life to come is outrageously 
stupid. The home assisted by the church can supple
ment the work of public school- but it ain't easy. If 
you send your child to a state university, you had 
better be sure that you have given him all necessary 
training in spiritual realities before he leaves home 
- and that you continue to encourage him in paths 
of right while he is pursuing his secular education. 
Many state schools destroy faith. 

For this reason, parents have for years opted to 
send their beloved sons and daughters to schools 
where they can receive a reasonable education in the 
affairs of shop, office, and farm and at the same time 
be given training in undying verities. It. makes ~.lot 
of sense - and we encourage the thought. 
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Aye, but here's the rub. Sometimes the Christian 
school does more damage to the student's faith than 
does the State School of Higher Learning. 

Sounds extreme and radical, I know, but it is the 
simple truth. 

Marvin Olasky is a celebrated professor of ad
vanced journalism in the Graduate School at the 
University of Texas at Austin. He is a member of the 
"conservative" branch of the Presbyterian Church, 
and believes devoutly in verbal inspiration and the 
inerrancy of the autographs of the sacred scriptures. 
In a recent editorial (Word magazine, Mar. 18, 2000) 
he had some astonishing things to say about Chris
tian education. 

Following are some things Professor Olasky had 
to say that might be of interest to you. Bear in mind 
that I have selected excerpts from his essay, but have 
tried to do it in a fair and just manner (attempting to 
do no violence to his thought, but skimming off cer
tain portions of his thesis that seem to me to be per
tinent to our great brotherhood). So, here goes: 

I'M TRYING THESE DAYS TO CATCH UP 
TO ALL THE MAIL coming in from· readers;· so 
let me send a group reply to those who have 
written me with concerns about Christian col
leges on the slippery slope to secularism ..•. 

I'll get into this difficult subject in a round
about way. The University of Texas, where I 
teach, is owned by the citizens of our state. 
Sadly, many Texan views are not represented at 
the university: UT suffers from the same liberaV 
radical dominance that cheats students at other 
schools ..•. 

Christian colleges should help students de
velop a biblical worldview in major academic ar
eas and on the major issues of the day. Denomi
national colleges should stand by their denomi
national standards .•.. 

Those who want to be at a college unified by a 
particular faith, where people work together to 
uphold a common outlook, have that option. 
Those who want to be at a sometimes bizarre, 
often stimulating, three-ring circus of a univer
sity unified only by a football team, when it 
wins, can choose that. 

The problem comes with mismatches- such 
as when professors at a small Christian college. 
start wishing they had all the anarchic freedom 
of professorial life at a large state university. As 
professors pay attention to academic journals or 
conferences and start thinking they have more in 
common with their counterparts at big universi
ties than with folks in the pews beside them who 
may be less scintillating, literate, and witty, cen-
trifugal force increases. · 

The process accelerates when some faculty 
members begin using those godwords, 'academic 



freedom,' and demanding license similar to that 
which professors at state universities have. Typi
cally, other professors, as well as administrators 
and trustees, find it difficult to speak against the 
godwords. Instead of insisting that professors 
uphold denominational standards in the class
room and in publishing, some boards of trustees 
violate their trust, and soon the 'Christian' col
lege is almost indistinguishable from its 
state-funded brethren. 

It should be obvious that a college, if it is go
ing to call itself Christian, cannot have an 
anything-goes academic freedom in which, say, 
one professor is pro-Trinity and one is 
anti-Trinity. Christian colleges should require 
their professors to adhere in their teaching and 
writing to the Bible, and secondarily to denomi
national creeds and confessions (such as, for 
Presbyterians, the Westminster Confession of 
Faith) .... Does that keep professors within a par
ticular college from going with the flow of their 
academic disciplines? Yes, but if Christian col
leges are to be maintained in the face of the 
secular liberal pressure that dominates most col
leges and universities, there is no alternative. 

Good Christian colleges are now the very few 
lambs that are not bleating among a flock of 
over 1,000 American colleges and universities. 
They need to defend their distinctives. A Chris-

Great Biblicat Women 
(continued from page 1) 

. she would be with child by the Holy Spirit, she did 
not balk or complain, even though, in the eyes of 
man, she, though innocent, would be suspected of 
having done .a despicable thing, an act which, under 
the Law of Moses, was penalized by death. Men 
would not believe (and do not today) that this pure, 
godly woman was with child by the Holy Spirit; they 
would only see her as unfaithful, unchaste, having 
dishonored herself and her betrothed, Joseph. She 
kn~w that. But her attitude? "Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word" 
(Luke 1:39). She was willing to serve the Lord, re
gardless of the cost to herself. When the women of 
America get back to emulating the God-fearing up
rightness of this· earnest, devout maiden, we shall see 
an immediate, positive impact on the direction of 
this country. But· when God's own children are 
caught in the sexual putridity of society, and will not 
remain pure themselves, how can we hope for the 

tian college should be able to guarantee to par
ents that biblical standards are upheld in the 
classroom and in assigned readings, not under
mined. Christian college professors who would 
be more comfortable in the environment of a 
state university or a theologically bland private 
institution should join one. Ironically, some 
Christian college professors who rebel against 
denominational authority, and act as a negative 
force by passing on such attitudes to their stu
dents, could have an enormously positive role at 
institutions like UT where they could challenge 
the predominant materialism and show cynical 
students that Christians can think. 

Maintaining distinctive Christian colleges is 
so important that boards of trustees must some
times stand up to faculty pressure. Israelites 
3,000 years ago demanded a king so they could 
be like the nations surrounding them. Some 
Christian college professors today want aca
demic freedom to be king so their colleges can 
be smaller versions of the University of Texas. 
For the sake of students and parents, and for tne 
glory of God, the small amount of diversity re
maining in American higher education must be 
maintained. 

"Be thou faithful unto death." 
P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
Fp 

salvation of mankind? What a great honor God be
stowed upon Mary, that she should be chosen to give 
birth to his Son. How many women today could 
God look at and say, "I want this woman to be the 
mother of My Son"? 

To be a godly wife and mother is the noblest goal 
to which any woman can aspire. Women need to 
quit listening to the deceitful philosophy of modern 
feminism and once again immerse themselves in 
God's Book to find out what true womanhood is all 
about. A good place to start is with the lives of the 
great women we have briefly surveyed in this article. 
May these lovely ladies become the true role models, 
the true heroines, of more and more ladies today. All . 
of our world would be a much better place for it .. 
"Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far 
above rubies" (Prov. 31:10). 2912 N. Ch~ster 

Bakersfield:~ CA 93308 
%. 
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MaHhew 12:41 
By James Meadows 

The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 
with this generation, and shall con 
demn it: because t hey repented at the 

preaching of J onah; and, behold, a greater than 
Jonah is here (Matt. 12:4 1). 

,. 

The Lord's statement, "They repented at (eis) the 
preaching of Jonah," is often used by Baptist debaters 
and preachers to evade the force of the preposition eis 
in Acts 2:38 "for the remission of sins." They claim 
that eis certainly has a retrospective significance and 
means "on account of." They boldly declare that men 
did not repent in order to get Jonah to preach, but 
they repented on account of his preaching. In the 
same way Acts 2 :38 means, they assert, that baptism is 
on account of the remission of sins already possessed. 
This cannot be true for several reasons. 

First, the word preaching is a noun, not a verb, and 
does not refer to the act of preaching, but to the mes
sage: that which was preached. It is a translation of the 
Greek noun kerugma . W E. Vine defines it as "a proc
lamation by a herald, denotes a message, a preaching 
(the substance of which is preached as distinct from 
the act of preaching). The word refers to "that which 
is promulgated by a herald or public crier, a proclama
tion by herald, in the New Testament the message or 
proclamation by the heralds o f G~d or Christ. " 
(Thayer) The reference in this passage is to "the proc
lamation of the necessity of repentance and reforma
tion made by the prophet Jonah" (Greek-Eng. Lex, p. 
346). 

Second, the Septuagent has this same Greek noun 
at Jonah 3:2 where God instructed Jonah, '~is_e, go 
unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto It the 
preaching that I bid thee." Jonah was to preach (verb: 
the act of preaching) the preaching (noun: the mes
sage preached) . The preaching definitely refers to the 
message - the substance or contents- that God gave 
to Jonah. 

Third, The Greek word eis appears about 1700 
places in the N ew Testament and translators ~ave used 
some 48 English w ords or phrases to express tts me_a~
ing in various contexts. "In most places ~owever 1t IS 
rendered against, among, at, by, concernrng, for, here
unto, in, into, that, till, to, to the end, toward, unto, 
and with, but never is it translated because of" (L.O. 
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Sanderson) . "There is not a reputable scholar in the 
world that w ill assert that the preposition eis is retro
spective - looks backward - in meaning" (Guy 
Woods). . 

Fourth, it becomes perfectly clear that Jonah 
preached a certain kind of life. This life was his 
preaching - his message. The men of N ineveh got 
into this life by repentance. "The men of N ineveh will 
rise with the leaders of this age at the judgment and 
condemn them, for they turned to the message of 
J onah." (Williams' Translat ion, Dr. C harles B. Will
iams was once professor of Greek in Union University, 
a prominent Bapt ist school in Jackson, Tenn. His 
translation has gained wide recognition among schol
ars o f all religious bodies.) "That is, the people of 
N ineveh repented, and the proof of it was their 'turn
ing to practice the message preached by Jonah,' put
ting their fai th in Jonah .and forsaking th.ei~ sins - . 
something prospective" (Dr. Charles B. Wtl!tams). 

They repented into the preaching of Jonah. This 
is nor idiomatic English, but it conveys the exact 
thought which a G reek would derive from the 
origina l. The term preaching as put for the 
course of life required by the preaching, and it is 
asserted that they repented into this. Their re
pentance, in other words, brought them into the 
course of life which rhc preach ing required. If 
Jesus had me re ly said they repented in conse
quence of Jonah's preaching, he would h~ve 
stopped short w ith the inte rna l change whtch 
they underwent; but he chooses to go further, 
and indicate the terminus of their repentance, 
that it brought them into t he condition which 
the preaching demanded Q.W. McGarvey). 

Acts 2:38 still teaches baptism "for the remission 
of sins" and M atthew 12 :41 gives absolutely no sup
port to those that claim otherwise. 9102 Thayer Circle 

Knoxville, 7N 37923 
Fp 
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An Essay from a Creation Kid 
By Jared D. Hinton, age 1 0 

Most scientists believe that the earth is 4.6 bil
lion years old. "1 Many scientists may believe 
this, but some do not. Our textbook gives 

only one view. Why don't we learn about the other 
opinion? Another idea is that the world was created 
and has been here for only several thousand years. 

The creation view believes that animals and hu
mans have lived together the whole time. Since dino
saurs are classified as animals, they would have to 
have lived with man. 

Evolutionists call creation a religion because it is 
a belief. Yet, our book says that scientists merely "be
lieve" evolution. 

Belief is something that you can't prove, but you 
think is true. 

Resources: 

Lesson 2 of chapter 10 uses these words: believe 
(2x), guesses, think, and assume (2x). These words 
are more faith than fact. Science should deal with 
facts only, or have both views. 

In this chapter they admit that this is their belief, 
but they talk as if it were a fact. 

Here is some evidence for creation and a young 
earth. A 20-feet long Plesiosaur washed up on the 
coast of California in 1925. A 32-feet long Plesio
saur was caught by a Japanese fishing boat off the 
coast of New Zealand in 1977.2 

Tt is not possible for anyone to "know" the age 
of the earth. Everyone is free to believe what he 
wants. I believe in creation. What do you believe? 

P.O. Box 878 
Wewoka, OK 74884 

(1) Addison-Wesley Science (c)1989 [5th Grade Textbook; Used by Wewoka Elementary School, Wewoka, OK 74884] 
(2) Internet: Creation Science Evangelism (www.drdino.com) · 

OCUifCI:II 

The 
Noahic 
Flood 

Science 
and the world that was 

by Curtis A. Cates 

This volume examines the geologic and other scien
tific implications specifically of the Noahic flood, an
swering many questions raised by the skeptics and 
erasing numerous "contradictions" which skeptics 
and atheists have held to exist between science and 
the scriptures. The alleged discrepancies are in the 
areas of the age of the earth, the geologic timetable 
and the fossil record, the formation of oil and coal, 
the ice age, the dinosaurs, radiometric dating, et al. 

paperback • 112 pages 

$5.00 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling each 
add .25 s&h for each additional book 

Texas residents acid 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
1·800·572·3619 

€reation 
Compromises 

by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This book from brother Thompson is a detailed, 
lively discussion of practically every attempt to 
force an agreement between Scripture and evo
lutionary geology. 

Topics include: 

• The Genesis account of creation 
• Chronologies and dating of biblical 

events 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 

$10.95 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling each 
add .50 s&h for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

• • • • • 
F'irm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

1·800·572·3619 

May 2000 7 
Firm Foundation 



The 

Thompson 
Chain Reference® 

Study Bible 

With over 100,000 references 
connected directly or indirectly 
through the Thompson Study Sys
tem, this Bible is the most unique 
and complete topical study system 
available. The basis for the Thomp
son Study System is the belief that 
scripture is the best interpreter of 
scripture. Practical, easy to use; one 
of the most complete one-volume 
biblical tools available. It is designed 

for devotional reading, group study, preparation of 
Bible class materials, preacher study and preaching, 
and Bible students of all ages. 

With the aid of the alphabetical and numerical in
dexes, you can trace any of the 8,000 topics through
out the Bible. With the numerical index you can find 
additional verses not contained in the chain allowing 
deeper analysis of these topics. The Thompson 
Chain Reference Study Bible is a complete study li
brary with over 78 practical features organized into 
10 departments. For in-depth scriptural understand
ing and appreciation, nothing can match this Bible. 

Large print 
Version/Color Binding _ Plain Indexed 
KJV Black Bonded Leather 84.95 _ 91.95 
KJV Burgundy _ Bonded Leather_ 84.95 _ 91.95 
NIV Black Genuine Leather 94.95 101 .95 
NIV Burgundy _ Genuine Leather_ 94.95 101 .95 
NIV Black Bonded Leather_ 84.95 _ 91 .95 
NIV Burgundy _ Bonded Leather_ 84.95 _ 91 .95 
NIV Maroon Hardcover_ 59.95 _ 66.95 

Standard Size - Red Letter Edition 
KJV Black Bonded Leather 69.95 _ 76.95 
NIV Burgundy _ Genuine Leather_ 84.95 _ 91 .95 
NIV Black Bonded Leather_ 69.95 _ 76.95 
NIV Purple _ _ Bonded Leather_ 69.95 _ 76.95 
NIV Maroon Hardcover 39.95 _ 46.95 

Standard Sze - Black Letter Edition 
NKJV Black Bonded 69.95 _ 76.95 
NKJV Burgundy Bonded 69.95 _ 76.95 
NKJV Blue Bonded 69.95 _ 76.95 
NKJV Black Hardcover 39.95 _ 46.95 
NASB Burgundy Genuine Leather_ 84.95 _ 91.95 
NASB Black Bonded _ 69.95 _ 76.95 
NASB Burgundy Bonded 69.95 _ 76.95 
NASB Maroon Hardcover 39.95 46.95 

Firm Foundation • (800) 572-3619 

8 ~ay 2000 
-Finn Foundation 

The Eliiah Complex 
By Frank Chesser 

Spiritual chaos gripped the northern kingdom of 
Israel. Jeroboam completely revamped God's 
pattern of worship and laid the foundation for 

the destruction of Israel's national identity. "And he 
shall give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, 
who did sin and who made Israel to sin" (1 Kings 
14:16). 

Ahab took the baton of apostasy from Jeroboam 
and proceeded to introduce the worship of Baal into 
the religious life of Israel. Consequently, "Ahab did 
more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger 
than all the kings of Israel that were before him" (1 
Kings 15:33). 

O ut of nowhere comes Elijah, announcing the 
closing of heaven's window and the beginning of the 
earth's three year thirst for rain. At the end thereof, 
Elijah met with Ahab, Israel and the prophets of Baal 
in the noted confrontation on Mt. Carmel. Elijah was 
convinced that the outcome would expose the utter 
folly of idolatry and provoke penitence and restora
tion on the part of the nation (1 Kings 18:3 7). 

He was wrong. Baal scarcely lost a customer and 
Jezebel put out a contract on Elijah's life. In shock and 
unbelief, the prophet of God fled for 40 days until he 
arrived at Mt. Horeb. Physically, mentally and emo
tionally drained, he viewed himself as the only person 
left on earth concerned for God, truth and righteous
ness (1 Kings 19:10). He was wrong again. God said, 
"I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees 
which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him" (1 Kings 19:18). 

Spiritual Israel is in chaos. Apostasy in various 
degrees is rampant. Worldliness, materialism and im
morality are eating away at our vital organs. Many 
pulpits have sold out to human wisdom. However, as 
there was not a Communist behind every bush during 
the cold war, neither is there a Robert 'Shueller behind 
every pulpit, nor a Demas in every pew. God always 
has his "seven thousand." There are yet many com
munities blessed with faithful congregations contain
ing a Bible-centered pulpit, a godly eldership, and 
members who love God, truth and righteousness. 

6273 Sycamore Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 361 17 
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PaHern Theology 
and the Restoration Movement 

By Frazier Conley 

We submit three propositions in support of 
the pattern theology of the Restoration 
movement. We believe that most, if not 

all, false doctrine arises from the failure to stay faith
ful to these three truths. 

1) The Bible is the Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). It is Holy Scripture. The body of Scripture was 
produced by "men moved by the Holy Spirit " (2 
Pet. 1:21). This is a valid reason to be concerned 
with the Bible. Paul's letters (along with all the other 
New Testament documents) were written out of 
"wisdom given him, by God and they therefore 
qualify as "Scripture'' (2 Pet. 3:15-16). We affirm 
that the Bible is exactly what Christians have always 
believed it to be, the inspired Word of God. The 
"breathed out, Word of God is no more capable of 
error than God is capable of error. God gave the 
Bible to humanity. This is a high and lofty view of 
scripture, not a low view. 

2) The Bible is to be regarded as canon (the rule 
of faith and practice). This principle reasonably 
flows out of a view of Scripture as the Word of God. 
If God gave humanity his Word, it must have been to 
guide people in religious faith and practice unto sal
vation. Luke, for example, hardly wrote the book of 
Acts merely to entertain his readers. That is a low 
view of scripture. He wrote it to tell what the Chris
tian faith is and what it ought to be. He wrote it as a 
guide to faith and practice. All 27 New Testament 
books were written for the same reason. It is not 
strange to suggest that the Bible is canon, the 
Christian's rule for religious faith and practice. This 
is the role assigned to it from the beginning (1 Cor. 
14:37; Col. 4 :16; 1 Thess. 4:8; 2 Thess. 3:14; 2 Pe
ter 3: 16). Nor did Christians wait until the fourth 
century for a "church council, to tell them that they 
could begin accepting the 27 books of the NT as ca
nonical. As soon as they received a book of the NT, 
the earliest Christians knew exactly how to regard it. 
The Bible as canon is the original and historic view 
of the Bible. Th~e who deny this role for the Bible 

are also those who waver in their regard for the Bible 
as the Word of God. 

3) The Bible as canon is complete. Some suggest 
that Holy Scripture is a haphazard, accidental, and 
humanly preserved conglomeration of documents. 
They charge that it consists of random bits and 
pieces, and that it is incomplete, partial, and unfin
ished. Such a proposition is incompatible ~nd irrec
oncilable with faith in the Bible as God's Word and 
as the divine rule for the Christian's faith and prac
tice. It is contra.ry to reason to believe that God 
would have left out anything profitable unto salva
tion. That the Word of God is unfinished is incon
gruent with any exalted view of it. God surely said 
all he wanted to say, and nothing more, it also being 
unreasonable to think that God is given to superflu
ously pronouncing irrelevancies. God's Word must 
be exactly what he wanted it to be, down to the last 
jot and tittle. Since the Bible as canon is complete, 
then no other rule of faith, no human creed, no "re
ligious experience,, and no other human authority, 
are to be permitted to serve in that capacity. 

If the Bible is the Word of God, if it is the 
Christian's rule of faith and practice, and if it is com
plete, then whatever it teaches is binding on the 
Christian. There is also a rule of exclusion that fol
lows this high view of Holy Scripture. Whatever it 
omits is necessarily to be excluded from the 
Christian's religious faith and practice. 

And what does the Bible teach? What does it en
join, require, and prescribe? It teaches whatever it 
teaches, it enjoins whatever it enjoins. One can only 
discern what it prescribes for today's Christian 
through a faithful, rigorous, and thorough examina
tion of the body of Scripture in its detail and as a 
whole. Whatever picture of religious faith and prac
tice emerges when that work has been done is the 
faith and practice God requires, regardless of 
whether its shape and pattern conform to some hu
man notion of what Christianity should or should 
not be. Neither does the configuration of the natural 
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universe strike some as the right way to do it, but it 
remains God's creation. 

The Bible is the Word of God, the Christian's 
one and only complete guide for faith and practice. 
Any other view of it reduces it to impotence and use
lessness, and is destructive of the gospel. 

Now, even those with the loftiest views of scrip
ture can misread its teachings, can be careless stu
dents, and can fail to be discerning in applying its 
admonitions. Because someone finds it absurd and 
amusing that views of Restorationists have diverged 
on the question of one or more containers on the 
Lord's table, on the validity of separate Bible classes, 
on located preachers, and a number other matters, 
does not mean that the principle of the Bible as a 
complete guide to faith and practice is nullified. It 
only means that people have come to different and 
thus incorrect conclusions about what the scripture 
enjoins. 

We would suggest that the digressive faith and 
practice of those who have abandoned the Bible as 
the Word of God and as their complete and only 
guide to faith an~ practice is far more to be con
demned than the trivial deviations among those who 
have sought to remain true to it. 

If the Bible is the Word of God, and a complete 
rule for faith and practice, then the faith and prac
tice that it teaches is to be the faith and practice of 
the church. We suggest that this high and historic 
view of Holy Scripture is "pattern theology." It is the 
essence of the Restoration, and it is indeed Chris
tianity itself. 

In order to preserve biblical Christianity, may 
Christians press home more diligently these three es
sential truths: the Bible is the Word of God, it is the 
Christian's rule of faith and practice, and it is com
plete. And, in the light of these truths, may Chris
tians make themselves more faithful, candid, righ
teous, and erudite students of the revealed will of 
God than ever before. 

P.O.Box7 
Whitewright~ TX 75491 

fconley@airmail.net 

(Brother Conley has wisely suggested that it might 
be a good idea for writers to include an email address. 
We consider this sage advice because it is the wave of 
the· future - maybe the dictate of the present. Any
way, if our writers will furnish this information, we 
utili try to include it in the coming issues of the Firm 
Foundation.) ~ 
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Where Do We Get Diredion? 
By Darrell Conley 

0 ne of the themes of the Restoration Move
. ment has been (of necessity) the sufficiency 

of the Scriptures. This we have always in
sisted upon, and this we do always insist upon. This 
does not mean that every member of the church of 
Christ has always understood it. 

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works," (2 Tim. 3:16-17). [This translation is taken 
in part from the American Standard Version and in 
part from the King James Version and represents, I 
believe, accurately the Greek original.] . 

We have been, as the King James Version puts it, 
"thoroughly furnished," or as the American Stan
dard Version puts it, "furnished completely to every 
good work." This is not a new position. For almost 
two hundred years we have claimed to speak only 
"where the Bible speaks and to be silent where the 
Bible is silent." We have either been furnished in the 
Word of God "unto all good works" or we haven't. 
Our direction must of necessity be taken from the 
Word of God, and only from the Word of God. Who 
would raise another standard equal to it? No one 
would I am sure who understands it. 

The area of standards and authority in religion is 
basic. I have often said, we are the only group on the 
face of the earth that take God's Word, the Bible, as 
our only authority in religion. Watch. Others will 
sneak something else in there: it may be the author
ity of the "Church" itself (in the case of Catholi
cism); it may be the direct guidance of the Holy 
Spirit (in the case of the Pentecostals or the 
neo-pentecostals); it may be creeds; it may be feel
ings; it may be conscience; it may be "new revela
tions." In the case of atheism or agnosticism, it may 
be simply what they have defined as "human rea
son," however arbi~ra:ry and narrow that may be. 

I .would be the last one to deny that God some
times acts provide~tially, but this is never direction 
~r som~thing of which we ~ay be absolutely sure in 
any particular case. In the Old Testament Mordecai 
gave us the benchmark regarding providence when 
he said to Esther, "For if thou altogether boldest thy 

peace at this time, then will relief and deliverance 
arise to the Jews from another place, but thou and 
thy father's house will perish: and who knoweth 
whether thou art not come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?" Who knoweth? He suspected that 
Esther had been raised up to save God's people~ but 
he knew enough about providence (which is the 
theme of Esther) than to be dogmatic about it or 
take his direction from it. It is much easier to see 
providence in retrospect than at the current time. 

We can see it not only in the life of Esther and 
the Jews, but by looking at the life of Joseph. "And 
God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant 
in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliver
ance. So now it was not you that sent me hither, hut 
God" (Gen. 45:7-8). Of course, this is inspiration 
telling us about providence, so we can be sure in 
these cases. But it is so much easier to see the opera
tion of providence from the backward view of a few 
years, than ahead. Things that I once thought might 

. be providential when they first happened, I no 
longer do. Bob Camp, one of the brightest men I 
ever knew, once said to me, "Providence acts; it does 
not speak." This is without question true. 

What do we do with the many and more vivid 
testimonies of false doctrine? Most of the denomina
tions can outdo us any day regarding "feelings" and 
"testimonies." Do we give credence to them? Of 
course not! We discredit them by appeals to the 
Bible. "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is ·no 
light in them," (Isa. 8 :20). This was said to those 
who were trying to change the standard. Isaiah had 
been speaking to those who had rather go to those 
"who chirped and muttered." 

As a preacher of the gospel, perhaps I am more 
sensitive than some to the standard that I weekly 
strive to explicate. The standard has always been 
God's Word. It has never been anything else. Re
member, the question is the standard of our dir.ec
tion; of right and wrong. It has never been a ques
tion of feelings or of providence. 

5307 Vista Court . 
San Antonio~ TX 78247 . 
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Did God Create Evil? 
By Hugo McCord 

When one has grown accustomed (and 
properly so) to think of God as kind and 
good and capable of no evil, he may be 

shocked to read this passage in the Bible: "I form the 
light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create 
evil: I the Lord do all these things" (Isa. 4 5:7; KJV 
- some translations have "calamity" rather than 
"evil"). 

David Hume contended that the existence of evil 
shows that God lacks either goodness or power. The 
ancient Athenian philosopher Epicurus posed these 
questions: 

Is he willing to prevent evil, but not able? then is 
he impotent. Is he able, but not willing? then is 
he malevolent. Is he both able and willing? 
whence then is evil? (David Hume, "Dialogues 
Concerning Natural Religion," in Hume Selec
tions, ed. Charles W. Hendel Jr. [New York: 
Charles Schribner's Sons, 1955, p. 365). 

Although this is a presumptuous argument which 
assumes knowledge of all the facts, many sincere in
dividuals have wrestled with the gigantic problem of 
evil. Man appears unable to give a complete answer, 
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but biblical revelation gives some answers, as well as 
a practical solution. 

God Is Not the Cause of Moral Evil 
The Bible shows that there is more than one kind of 
evil. Moral evil (such as murder) is wholly foreign to 
the One who "is pure" (1 John 3:3). Our God is "a 
God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous 
and upright is He" (Deut. 32:4). The inspired James 
affirmed that "God cannot be tempted by evil, and 
He Himself does not tempt anyone" (1:13). If God is 
the personification of "love" (1 John 4:8), his pos
sessing evil seems impossible. Moral evil, then, is be
yond God. 

God Is the Cause of Evil 
as a Penalty for Disobedience 

Aside from any moral evil, there is also evil which 
might be described as "disciplinary evil." Of that, 
God claims to be the Author and Creator. 

While every work of his had been "very good" 
(Gen. 1:31 [At the time when everything was "very 
good" no evil existed; but when sin came, God said 
He would "create evil Isaiah 45:7, as punishment. 
See also Jer. 25:29; 44:27; Micah 1:12; 2:3; Psa. 
125:4; lsa. 31:2; Dan. 9:14]) at the beginning of 
time, God was forced to curse his good world when 
Adam and Eve disobeyed. Then came thorns, weeds, 
toil, pain, diseases, parasites, droughts, tornadoes, 
and earthquakes. God, in his great wisdom, ap
pointed death as a penalty (see Gen. 3:17-18) for 
disobedience for Adam's posterity, "even over those 
who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of 
Adam" (Rom. 5:14). Father and son may share one 
another's suffering, but guilt is not absorbed (Ezek. 
18:20). The effect of sin may be transmitted (Exo. 
20:5), but not the guilt (Rom. 14:12). 

Later in Old Testament history, when God sent 
enemies to level a wicked city, it was a discipline sent 
from heaven. Amos 3:6 says, "If a trumpet is blown 
in a city will not the people tremble? If a calamity 
occurs in a city has not the Lord done it?" Evil de
fined as punishment was what Jeremiah affirmed 
had happened to the city of Jerusalem: "For behold, 
I am beginning to work calamity in this city which is 



called by My name, and shall you be completely free 
from punishment? You will not be free from punish
ment" Oer. 25 :29). 

The sword and famine and destruction are ex
amples of God's disciplinary evil. We read, "Behold, 
I am watching over them for harm and not for good" 
Oer. 44:27); "Behold, I am planning against this 
family a calamity from which you cannot ~emove 
your necks; and you will not walk haughtily, for it 
will be an evil time" (Micah 2:3). 

The context of Isaiah 45:7 points to a commission 
from heaven sent to the yet unborn Cyrus, king of 
Persia, to march forth subduing kingdoms before him. 
God would be sending a disciplinary evil upon many 
nations, and Cyrus would be heaven's instrument. 

Therefore, while God is involved in no wrong
doing, in holy discipline he does "create evil." 

God Is the Cause of Evil as a Disciplinary Measure 
There are people who have not violated God's laws 
(natural or revelatory) but who are reaping what they 
have not sown (Gal. 6:7); that is, they suffer manifold 
afflictions. Job had done nothing to deserve his boils, 
but unknown to him, God had a providential purpose 
in allowing the ulcers. As good as Job was, having 
refused to curse God Oob 2:9, 10) and exercising a 
measure of patience Oames 5: 11), God could still see 
in him a spirit of egotism and rebellion (see Job 13:2-
3; 23:2), a lack of patience Oob 21:4). He had flash
ing eyes Gob 15: 12) and a disposition to argue with 
his Maker Oob 13:3). Days of affliction humbled the 
man. When he listened to God's rebuke, he repented 
"in dust and ashes" Gob 42:6). He was a better man as 
a result of his disciplinary evil than he ever could have 
been otherwise. 

Neither had Paul done anything to cause his tor
tuous pain, the "thorn in the flesh" (2 Cor. 12:7) 
which tormented him. He prayed for relief, not 
knowing that God had allowed the sharp pain in or
der to keep Paul humble. Instead of cursing God be
cause of this thorn, Paul was thankful that his Father 
loved him so, and he came to realize that "when I am 
weak, then I am strong" (2 Cor. 12:10). Hebrews 
12:11 says, '~1 discipline for the moment seems not 
to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have 
been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness." 

Even Jesus had to learn obedience through suf
ferings. He, too, prayed for relief. However, God 
could see that he needed the discipline to make him 
perfect (Heb. 5:7-9). 

God Is the Cause of Vicarious Evil 
In the horrible agony that came on Jesus~ there was 
another purpose besides his personal perfection. In it 
"He Himself bore the sin of many" (lsa. 53:12), be
ing made "to be [a] sin [offering] on our behalf" (2 
Cor. 5:21). He was suffering vicariously. 

A certain man was born blind, not in his case be
cause of parental sin (though sometimes parents' sins 
are the cause), nor for his own sins (though sometimes 
a person causes his own blindness). This man's blind
ness had a providential purpose Uohn 9:1-3 ). "How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable 
His ways!" (Rom. 11:33 ). Humans constantly stand 
amazed when God's thinking is revealed. 

Conclusion 
Unless one has all the answers, he is not yet ready to 
indict a God who does good and provides "rains 
from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your 
hearts with food and gladness" (Acts 14:17). Faith is 
founded on things substantial (He b. 11: 1), but al
ways the element of trust is in faith. If faith were 
completely demonstrable, it would not be faith. The 
evidence for a good God far outweighs the contrary 
(See Psa. 40:5). It is becoming, then, for an honest 
man, considering all the evidence, to confess and 

·pray, "I do believe; help my unbelief" (Mark 9:24). 
A haughty attitude (see Rom. 9:20) never solves a 
problem, but always results in self-injury and unhap
piness. When problems of evil appear completely 
unsolvable, when struggles come into one's life; 
happy is the man who loves the Lord and keeps on 
trusting. Even when we cannot understand, all 
things "work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His pur-
pose" (Rom. 8:28). 11625 SWVacuna Ct .. 
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19th Century Schools 
of the Restoration Movement 

By J. E. Choate 

T homas Campbell and Alexander Campbell, 
men of extraordinary character and ability, 
came to America with the Bible in their right 

hand and school books in the other. Both devoted 
their energies over a life time to preaching the Word 
and teaching school. As a result, there are numerous 
local churches and prestigious schools in this great 
free nation. 

Alexander Campbell started his first school in 
the early years of what he first dubbed the Reforma
tion [movement], now popularly termed the 
Stone-Campbell Restoration movement. Both Tho
mas and Alexander Campbell were school men edu
cated in the best of the Old World classical tradi
tions. The Scots and the Irish built their log cabin 
homes, schools, and churches in the American wil
derness. These are the three pillars of Americ~n civi
lization. The father and son were born to lead. The 
Stone-Campbell movement is the one singular 
unique contribution within the total sweep of the 
history of Christendom which emerged solely on the 
American frontier. 

· The Campbell's Place in American Higher Education 
The religious freedom of America declared unrelent
ing warfare agahist the tyranny of the Old World re
ligious orders which imposed their sectarian theolo
gies by fire, sword, and whatever other means. What 
the Campbells brought into the American conscious
ness was their uncompromising distrust and rejection 
of denominational Christianity with its entrenched 
clerical authority, Protestant and Catholic. Their un
derstanding of the Restoration of New Testament 
Christianity is not what the postmodern change 
agents are misleading us to believe. 

Alexander Campbell started his first school in 
the Restoration movement in 1819 which he named 
Buffalo Seminary in Bethany, [now] West Virginia. 
His intention was to provide a better school for his 
and the neighborhood children. He entertained the 
high hope that of the students who came some 
would become preachers. However, most of the 
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young men were interested in medicine, law, and the 
professions. Campbell closed the school after five 
years with an entirely new concept of a school. 
Other great men also dreamed of prestigious schools 
in the new free world with a Christian orientation. 
And one such was John Bryan Bowman who was also 
a Disciple. Kentuckians honor him as founder of the 
world class University of Kentucky located on the 
spra\vling campus in Lexington, Ky. 

The first institution of higher learning estab
lished by the Disciples was Bacon College which was 
founded in 1836 in Kentucky. Bacon College suc
ceeded, but not under the name of Bacon College. 
And this was due to the thinking of John Bryan Bow
man. His vision was of a people's university which 
would be an institution of higher learning which 
would be marked by "sound morality and pure reli
gion in our state." This is the story which follows 
marked by its complexities. 

This is also the beginning of the exciting story of 
higher education which started with the founding of 
Bacon College. Bacon College merged in 18 65 with 
Transylvania University after moving to Lexing
ton, Kentucky. Transylvania Seminary, established in 
1780, was the oldest school in America west of the 
Alleghenies. The two colleges were consolidated un
der one name Kentucky University in 1865 identified 
with the Disciples. The plans were that Kentucky 
University would become an institution of higher 
learning designed to serve all the people in the com
monwealth of Kentucky. Bowman's concept was 
flawed in that Kentucky University, which was a Dis
ciples school, would never understandably be sup
ported by public tax money. 

The beginning of the College of the Bible in 
18 65 is also an integral part of this story. The Col
lege of the Bible was one of the colleges organized 
within Kentucky University. Robert Milligan served 
as the first president of the college. The College of 
the Bible later became the Lexington Theological 
Seminary, and was so named after the liberals seized 
control of the school in 1917. This is an entirely dif-



ferent story; however, memories of Bacon College 
and Kentucky University live on today in the recon
stituted Disciples' Transylvania University. 

Chain of Disciples Schools in the 19th Century 
Bethany College was chartered in 1840 and opened in 
1841. The beginnings of schools, colleges, and uni
versities identified with the Christian Churches and 
churches of Christ necessarily originate with Alex
ander Campbell. Campbell had in mind a school 
founded on the Bible, and which adopted the Euro
pean classical model within the framework of the lib
eral arts as then understood. Campbell had watched 
with absorbing interest the development of Bacon 
College as he planned to establish Bethany College. 

Alexander Campbell's concept of education was 
different from that of John Bryan Bowman in that 
Campbell envisioned a college wherein the Bible 
would be the chief textbook of the entire college. 

Every school day, Campbell lectured to the en
tire enrolled student body. He profoundly lectured 
on the total Christian system as only a learned man 
can. He also taught classes in intellectual philosophy, 
evidences of Christianity, moral science, and politi
cal economy. Each Lord's Day morning afforded 
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Campbell another opportunity to teach the great 
Christian doctrines. Bethany College established the 
model for all Christian schools thereafter identified 
with the Restoration movement. 

From its opening, the college became an impor
tant place for training ministers and the professions. 
Some of America's greatest leaders have been Bethany 
students and others were supporting friends. The 
most notable of these was James A. Garfield. James A. 
H ardi ng was a graduate of Bethany College. Alex
ander Campbell's great boast was that Bethany Col
lege is the "only college known to us in the civilized 
world, founded on the Bible." 

The name of Tolbert Fanning should fill the 
Christian landscape whenever the expression 
churches of Christ is mentioned. Fanning stood high 
in the personal evaluation of Campbell. Fanning ac
companied Campbell on mission tours into the 
North and East. Fanning was reared in the adjacent 
region of Tennessee and Alabama. He graduated 
from the University of Nashville which was a cel
ebrated prestigious Southern school later becoming 
George Peabody College. Fanning's name appeared 
on the first Bacon faculty roster, but he never taught 
a day in the college. Fanning was elected a vice presi
dent of the American Christian Missionary Society 
at its founding, but he never served. 

Fanning's influence in churches of Christ as com
pared with that of Campbell among present day Dis
ciples is that the churches of Christ have a greater 
influential presence, by far, on the American scene. 
The Disciples of Christ are suffering the largest an
nual loss of membership of all American churches. 

Fanning would stand today as a towering giant in 
Restoration history if his fame rested on nothing 
more than that he was the mentor of David Lip
scomb. The influence of Fanning, who stood six feet 
four in his stocking feet, is anchored in three major 
facts: he founded Franklin College, established the 
Gospel Advocate, and David Lipscomb was influ
enced by both to change, in ways most profound, the 
direction of the whole Restoration moment. 

Fanning started Franklin College in 1844 near 
Nashville, Tenn. Franklin College was, in many re
spects, a copy of Bethany College with one major 
difference. Fanning made learning a manual trade a 
major focus in his school. Fanning was a leading 
Tennessee citizen in the field of agriculture, editing 
the first Tennessee agricultural journal. The impor
tance of Fanning in the Restoration movement is 
made clear in the words of James A. Harding: "Had 
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it not been for brother Fanning and his work, we 
would not have had David Lipscomb, E.G. Sewell, 
and the Gospel Advocate." 

Franklin College was destroyed by fire in 1865. 
Mark the date 1891 when David Lipscomb and James 
A. Harding started the Nashville Bible School. The 
influences of Bethany College, College of the Bible, 
and Franklin College were there. Whatever Lipscomb 
University is today has become so because Fanning 
once lived and Franklin College once existed. 

Maior Opus: College of the Bible 
The College of the Bible was separated eventually 
from Kentucky University, and became an indepen
dently operated school. Whatever has developed in 
the concept of Christian education among the Dis
ciples and churches of Christ, the influence of the 
College of the Bible is by far the most important. 
John W. McGarvey's name became the very apo
theosis of the College of the Bible for fifty years 
which stood as the best school among the Disciples 
for training ministers. 

No such school since has equaled the high re
spect that the College of the Bible commanded 
among Restoration .churches until the end of the 
19th century. The reputation of the quality of its stu
dents was recognized in the fact that from 1875 Yale 
University Divinity School solicited College of the 
Bible graduate students. 

What All of This Means 
This is the place to say that the prestigious schools 
established by members of the churches of Christ 
trace their roots to these 19th century schools. Each 
owes something that is unique to Buffalo Seminary, 
Bethany College, Franklin College, and the College 
of the Bible. There is the name of one man who 
stands out above all others in the course of time in 
shaping the prestigious schools identified with the 
Restoration movement. 

That name is David Lipscomb, the spiritual son 
of Tolbert Fanning. Lipscomb was a graduate of 
Franklin College. His brother, William Lipscomb, 
and Tolbert Fanning started the Gospel Advocate. 
David Lipscomb knew the full story first hand of the 
developing course of the Restoration movement. As 
early as 1869, Lipscomb had begun to formulate his 
concept of a Christian Bible school. The life's work 
of three great men live on today in the school 
founded by David Lipscomb and James A. Harding. 
They are Campbell, Fanning, and McGarvey. From 
these mentors, David Lipscomb borrowed something 
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from each, which was incorporated into the Nash
ville Bible School. 

Postscripts 
There are great stories already fully developed as the 
third millennium begins which bespeak ill of the 
neo-liberal change agents who have the traditional 
churches under destructive and unrelenting attack. 
We need to learn what they have done and now what 
their present plans are, which bodes ill for the 
churches of Christ. This· article is designed for the 
understanding of brethren at the grass roots level of 
the traditional churches of Christ. Details will fol
low. 
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(We are overwhelming indebted to brother Choate 
for his scholarly research and presentation. He power
ful pen sets the record straight.) 
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Compassion and Tolerance 
By Bob Cruse 

The notion that tolerance for a brother's sin 
amounts to love and compassion is as wrong 
and destructive as the sin itself. In practice, it 

has a double effect. Not only does it leave the sinner 
in jeopardy of his eternal soul, but the church could 
be left open to a leavening- process that infects other 
souls with sin. 

The charge that Jesus was tolerant of impenitent 
sinners is contrary to everything the Bible tells us 
about him. His very mission on earth was to call sin
ners to repentance (Matt. 9:13; 1 Tim. 1:15). 

We are often reminded of the words he spoke to 
the woman caught in adultery: "Neither do I con
demn you" Qohn 8:11 NKJV). Our Lord's compas
sion for this sinner is unquestioned but he did not 
tolerate (excuse) her sin. "Go and sin no more," he 
said to her. She was clearly a sinner. Jesus' primary 
concern was not that, under Jewish law, she could 
have been executed but that she would die eternally 
if her sin continued on earth. H e wanted to change 
her earthly life so she could live in heaven. 

Our Savior showed his compassion for a multi
tude of people by miraculously feed ing them. After
ward, however, when they rejected his teaching con
cerning " the true bread from Heaven ... the bread of 
life" Qohn 6:32-35), his compassion fade d. He 
could not tolerate their rejection of his spiritual mes
sage. John records that Jesus and his disciples stood 
in sad silence while many in that multitude "went 
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back and walked with him no more" (v. 66). 
On one occasion, as Jesus walked "on the road," 

a young man "came running" to him. Kneeling before 
the "Good Teacher," he asked: "What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?" (Mark 10:17). Jesus loved this 
man. But his love and compassion did not extend to 
tolerance for his sin. As our Lord taught him the truth 
about greed and love of money, he "went away sor
rowful, for he had great possessions" (v. 22). 

The wisdom of this world counsels that toler
ance in every situation is the compassionate thing to 

do. If a friend lies or cheats or commits fo~nication 
or casts himself in a life of adultery, we should show 
our compassion by tolerating his sins. 

The Bible, however, teaches the exact opposite. 
James wrote: "He who turns a sinner from the error 
of his way will save a soul from death and cover a 
multitude of sins" Qames 5:20). 
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antings of a Fool 
By James W. Farris 

When man forgets God, he appoints himself 
to be god. 
Humanism is the teaching that pushes 

man to the forefront of the universe and declares 
th'at man is The Supreme-Intelligence. 

This does not change the truth that all men are 
to be judged by the Lord Jesus (2 Cor. 5: 10-11). 

With the swelling medical, technological and so
cial advances of this present age, man is becoming 
increasingly drawn to the concept that God is dead 
or never existetl. 

In the modern world the ideals of the ranting 
humanist are becoming more accepted. For this 
cause, it is increasingly necessary for the child of 
God to be able to recognize and defend the Chris
tian faith from the prideful, arrogant claims of the 
humanist, 
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nostics, and atheists. The soldier of the cross is not to 
stand idly by and suppose this is "someone else's 
fight." Christian soldiers must fight (1 Tim. 1: 18). 

Humanism is a religion. It has tenets and millions 
have devoted lives to it. The humanist proudly de
clares, "There is a great danger of a final, and we be
lieve fatal, identification of the word religion with 
doctrines and methods which have lost their signifi
cance and which are powerless to solve the problems 
of the t\ventieth century." 

The basic idea is that v.rorld religions, including 
Christianity, are useless and powerless to solve the 
problems our world faces. The irony is that those 
who are so skeptical and militantly opposed to 
Christianity, have never once tried to apply its prin
ciples to their own lives. 

We are interested in going to the source of the 
humanist doctrine. In so doing we look at several of 
the affirmations in the Humanist Manifestos I and II. 

The manifestos are small papers published in the 
late 1970s and are a damnable concoction of the hu
man mind. Proponents of humanism will not rest un
til "traditional religion" is eradicated. 

Obviously, the humanist believes that man is om
nisc ient. Humanists r egard the UNIVERSE as 
self-existing - uncreated. 

Assertion #1. As with any doctrine that exhibits 
mans god, there must be the denouncing of Jehovah 
(Rom. 1:20-23 ). Religious humanists realize that 
there must be some explanation for their existence, 
so they attribute the cosmos with eternality. 

The humanist says the universe has always been. 
According to this philosophy, we owe our existence 
to dirt and rock. If this theory is true, all personality 
and intelligence came from that which 1s 
non-personal and non-intelligent. 

This violates the Second Law of Thermodynam
ics that states the universe is going towards entropy 
or "heat death." Since the universe is winding down, 
that alone implies a point of beginning. Therefore, 
the universe is not "self-existing." 

Assertion #2. "We [humanists] are convinced 
that the time has passed for theism, deism, modern
ism and the several varieties of new thought." 
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Assertion #6 says we should rid ourselves of any 
mention of God or a greater power. The writers of 
this booklet are subtle and eloquent in speech, but 
contradictory. They declare, "Obviously humanism 
does not deny the possibility of realities as yet undis
covered." 

They say God does not exist, but accept the pos
sibility of "realities yet undiscovered." Is it possible 
that these individuals have yet to discover that God 
does exist? 

God is not "anti-science." God is the source of 
science and logical reasoning. When Paul warned 
against "philosophy and vain deceit after the tradi
tions of men," (Col. 2:8) he was warning against 
vain "philosophies of man." 

"The heavens declare the glory of God" (Psa. 
19:1). 

Thomas B. Warren was involved in three debates 
with renowned world atheists in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. Unbelievers could not disprove God. 
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Improper Zeal 
By T. Pierce Brown 

In Matthew 9:30-31 we have an interesting spec
tacle of disobedience the study of which may be 
of value to us. It reads, '~nd their eyes were 

opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See 
that no man know it. But they, when they were de
parted, spread abroad his fame in all that country." 
That reminds us of Paul's statement in Romans 10:2, 
"For I bear them record that they have a zeal for 
God, but not according to knowledge." They knew 
what Christ said, but paid no attention to it. 

We can sympathize with and understand the rea
soning (if they actually thought about the matter) of 
the blind men in Matthew 9 and of the deaf mute 
and his friends in Mark 7:3 6 who did the same 
thing. We think, "How could they possibly be silent 
about such a wonderful thing that had happened to 
them?" However, we need to understand an impor
tant point. Their disobedience should not be over
looked, disregarded or excused on the basis of the 
fact that they felt so much joy over being cured that 
they simply had to tell others of it. 

Barnes says: 
This was not unnatural for them. They were so 
filled with joy that they could not repress their 
feelings. In this, however, they violated the ex
press command of the Savior; but he was not re
sponsible for that. 

Part of Barnes' statement is wrong. They could 
have repressed their feelings if they had been filled 
with the idea that "to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams" (1 Sam. 15:22). 

My point is that regardless of whether we feel 
great joy or great sadness that may cause us to want 
to disobey our Lord, even if it is in praising him in a 
way that he has not authorized, we need to know 
that disobedience is still a sin. 

This point needs special emphasis in a day when 
many are assuming that if a person is in some sort of 
ecstasy whatever he does is right. If he wants to 
praise the Lord with loud shouts, or wave the arms 
and scream, or fall on the floor, or do anything else 
that claims to speak in favor of Christ, they may dis
regard the expressed and plain commands of Christ. 

What may be stranger than seeing a person who 
is q~red of blindness or some other physical disabil-
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ity rushing to tell others the good news in disobedi
ence to Christ is seeing so many persons who have 
been delivered from the curse and bondage of sin re
fusing to tell others about it in disobedience to 
Christ. We are not particularly interested in discuss
ing which is worse, but the realization of how hard it 
was to contain their exuberance and joy for a tempo
ral physical blessing, and how easy it seems to be to 
contain our joy over a matter far more important is 
striking, to say the least. 

The record does not say what, if anything spe
cial, happened to them as a result of their disobedi
ence to the express command of Jesus, and many 
would presume that in his grace he pardoned them 
because they meant well. When one assumes and 
presumes on the grace of God, and acts contrary to 
the expressed will of God on his assumptions he is in 
a very dangerous position. Since the Bible does not 
reveal what happened to them, it is not our business 
to speak dogmatically about it. But the Bible is not . 
silent about the importance of obeying God in spite 
of all assumptions that it is not important to do so if 
we feel a "holy joy" in doing otherwise. The lesson 
Saul should have learned from Samuel in 1 Samuel 
15:22 is all too easily forgotten today by many that 
claim to be Christians. 

The story in Mark 5:18-20 should be our inspi-
ration and guide: 

And when he was come into the ship, he that 
had been possessed with the devil prayed him 
that he might be with him. Howbeit Jesus suf
fered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to 
thy friends, and tell them how great things the 
Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compas
sion on thee. And he departed, and began to 
publish in Decapolis how great things jesus had 
done for him: and all men did marvel. 

Probably all men would marvel again if each of 
us would begin to tell all who would listen about the 
great things jesus has done and will do. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville~ 1N 38501 

Fp 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 



One People/ One Lord 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Promoting division is an abomination (Pro. 
6:19). Yet, little men with enormous egos 
push pointless controversies to elevate them

selves. Lacking accomplishments, they seek recogni
tion by tearing others down. Their conduct is similar 
to that of political candidates. Political infighting in 
the church alienates the best and brightest. They 
refuse to be tyrannized by blustering bullies. The 
domination of petty tyrants who substitute political 
machinations for biblical exegesis is rightly refused. 
Even-tempered brethren decline involvement in silly 
squabbles generated by ignorant men. 

God's people must earnestly contend for the 
faith delivered once and fo r all Q ude 3). But this is 
no excuse for lying words or boorish behavior. Truth 
cannot be buttressed with invalid arguments. Bluster 
does not negate truth, and deceit cannot conceal it. 

God's people can maintain the unity Jesus 
prayed for Qohn 17:20-21). They must recogn ize 
that the Lord is, in fact, Lord (Eph. 4: 1-6). Christ is 
the Lord who fills all thi ngs with his sovereign rul e 
(Eph. 1:23; 4:1 0). Christ the King is head of the 
church (Eph. 1 :22; 4: 15-16). 

The book of Hebrews opens with a stunning as 
serrion of the Lordship of Jesus: 

God, having of old time spoken unto the Fathers 
in the prophets by divers portions and in diverse 
manners, hath at the end of these days spoken 
unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also he made the 
worlds; who being the effulgence of his glory, 
and the very image of his substance, and uphold
ing all things by the word of his power, when he 
had made purification of sins, sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high; having be
come so much better than the angels, as he hath 
inherited a more excellent name than they (H eb. 
1: 1-4). 

Bible unity always begins by recognizing of the 
pre-eminence of Christ (Col. 1: 18). Jesus of Naza
reth is Lord, not you, not me, not an "ad hoc com
mittee," not the administration or board of a school, 
not the editor or editorial board of a publication. 
Jesus the Son of very God is Lord. Unity will never 
be realized on any other basis. 

He is the heir of all things. The Psalmist said, "I 

will tell of the decree: Jehovah said unto me, TJ:tou 
art my son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, 
and I will give thee the nations for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth fo r thy posses
sion" (Psa. 2:7-8 ). This Messianic prophecy places 
all things in the Lord's personal possession. Recog
nizing his ownersh ip eliminates ceaseless silly 
squabbles. 

All authority in heaven and earth resides in the 
person of Christ (Cf. Matt. 28 :18-20; Acts 2:36; 
Phil. 2:5-11). When questions arise and disputes de
velop, we must seek the mind of the Lord. The place 
to contact the Lord's mind is in Scripture. It provides 
divine teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction 
in righteousness (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). The word can 
plumb to the depths of any spiritual question (Heb. 
4:12). It has the power to bring every Christian to 
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maturity and equip him for every good work (2 Tim. 
3: 17). Whoever is submissive to the Lord will seek 
his mind in the word and abide by what he says 
ijohn 14:15). 

Christ is the active force of creation U ohn 1: 1-
3): "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him; and without him was not anything 
made that hath been made." 

The passage boldly asserts the God-nature and 
omnipotence of Jesus. Christians must turn to his 
counsel when difficulties develop. Neither pious nor 
proud men have the authority of Christ. We can and 
should unite around him. We will never unite around 
anyone else. 

Jesus is the effulgence of Yahweh's glory. He is 
the brightness - the shining forth - of God. He is 
to Yahweh what light beams are to the Sun. "For in 
him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily" 
(Col. 2:9). Jesus said, "He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father" Uohn 14:9). Let all men of good 
will come bask in the light of his glory. Let us come 
boldly to the Father's throne through him (Heb. 4: 
14-16; John 14:6).~There is no other way. He is the 
sole source of spiritual light. 

Christ is the image of Yahweh's substance. The 
word translated "image" refers to an engraver's 
work or to his stamping instrument. The Father is 
represented as being omnipotent, omniscient, omni
present - infinitely wise, holy, just, and good; so 
also is the Son. Jesus said, "I and my Father are one" 
Oohn 10:30). · 

Jesus, Yahweh, and the Holy Spirit are one in es
sence, but independent in person. Jesus sustains all 
things by the word of his power. This means all 
things, if not supported by his word, would fall into 
annihilation. The universe cannot sustain itself. 
Christ alone maintains its vast greatness. 

Let us recognize the authority of Jesus and unite 
under his banner of truth. Only universal submission 
to the will of Christ will unite his disciples. All of us 
must look to him for direction, refusing domination 
from all extremists both on the right and on the left. 

I oppose any attempt to diminish God's rightful 
reign through dilution of his word. But that is not 
the only danger the church faces. Extremists seeking 
to bind where God has not bound equally threaten 
us. They see themselves saving the church from the 
liberals. But they have no right to intrude upon the 
autonomy of local churches in the crusade against 
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liberalism. Fighting the devil does not justify acting 
like him or employing his tactics. Nor does it justify 
assuming authority and wielding power reserved for 
the Christ. 

Readers of the Firm Foundation know we do not 
hesitate to speak forthrightly. We have no problem 
with vigorous debate. But we do not see the staff of 
this paper as a quasi-council governing the church. If 
brethren drift from the Bible, we say so plainly. But 
we do not attempt to punish them. It is not our right 
or responsibility. We are not a police agency. Our 
only power is persuasion and reason. We have no co
ercive power to compel compliance from anyone. 

A few brethren show signs of having the "Mes
siah Complex." They feel justified entering local 
matters speaking with authority to issues that are 
none of their business. This is not only unseemly. It is 
dangerous. It is a transgression of God's law (1 Pet. 
4:15). 

Local congregational autonomy is the Lord's 
greatest safeguard against corruption. No congrega
tion answers to any authority but Christ. No lecture
ship director, preaching school director, university 
staff, editor, ad-hoc committee, or prominent 
preacher has the authority to direct or punish a con
gregation of God's people. In matters of opinion and 
operational policy, local elders shepherd the flock 
under the authority of Christ (Heb. 13: 17). 

We must not support or associate with "unfruit
ful works of darkness" (Eph. 5: 11). To the contrary, 
we must reprove sin regardless of who advocates it. 
We must never lend support to error (2 John 9-11). 
But this is much different than one church attempt
ing to dominate the activities of another church. It is 
vastly different than having one church attempting 
to punish what they consider the "offending 
church." No congregation has authority over any 
other congregation. No non-church entity has au
thority to dominate or punish congregations viewed 
as aberrant. The New Testament makes no provision 
for a business enterprise. formed by men to tell the 
church formed by God what to do. One is divine. 
The other is not. The human has no authority over 
the divine. 

Some argue that whatever is permissible within 
confines of. a local assembly regarding discipline 
must logically be permissible within the whole broth
erhood. This is absurd. As a parent, I have the right 
and responsibility of providing my children with dis
cipline. This includes the authority to punish trans
gressions. My authority does not extend to your chil-



dren, and your authority does not extend to my chil
dren. Consequently, you better not punish my chil
dren. Churches of Christ are under the Lord's au
thority. He delegated daily oversight to local elders. 
No one outside that assembly other than the Lord 
himself has the authority to direct, discipline, or 
punish the church. 

Randy Regan nearly caused a riot among a few 
brethren when he wrote: "The Bible makes no provi
sion for an ecclesiastical hierarchy. . . . If a local 
church does not wish to be a part of an activity of 
another church, it is well within their province to ab
stain. But they do not have the power to control and 
make decisions for the offending congregation, nor 
dictate what other congregations may or may not do 
in their own program of work" (Firm Foundation 
May: 1999 pg. 16). Brother Regan is right! There is 
no biblical authority for one church to direct or pun
ish another church. There is even less biblical autho
rization for a business, quasi-council, or other non
church entity to do so. 

The church of Christ has no hierarchy. The Bible 
makes no provision for one. I am unwilling to submit 
to one. How say you? Churches are either autono
mous under the lordship of Christ or they are not. It 
cannot be both ways. 

Consider the church of Christ in Sardis. The 
Lord said, taken on the whole, they were dead in sin. 
Most of the members were apostates. Nevertheless, 
he said even in Sardis a few had not stained their gar
ments. Jesus said these would walk with him in white 
because they were worthy (Rev. 3 :5). The Lord did 
not order the faithful-few to get out before it was too 
late. This was the time and place to issue such an or-
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der, if that was his will. He did not! Nor did he ever 
issue such an order regarding any of the troubled 
congregations addressed in the New Testament. If it 
was possible to maintain personal purity in a corrupt 
congregation in the first century, why is it necessarily 
impossible now? 

I have never received a cogent answer to that 
question, especially from those bent on domination. 
One preaching school director said: "The people in 
Sardis were guilty of apathy, not teaching false doc
trine." But that puts us into the fallacy of creating big 
sins and little sins. Essentially, we are told some sins 
must be corrected while others can be ignored. This 
is not Bible doctrine. While the consequences of 
some sins are more acute and immediately conse
quential than others, God makes no distinction be
tween big sins and little sins in eternity. At the core 
of all sin is rebellion, and no degree of rebellion is 
acceptable Games 2 :10). Jesus did not ignore apathy 
any more than he ignored false teaching (Rev. 3: 14-
19). Observant people know false doctrine is born of 
apathy and flourishes in it. 

To be one people we must acknowledge that 
Jesus is Lord, believing what he teaches, being what 
he requires, and living as he directs. There is room 
for only one king. 

We must not develop the "Messiah Complex." It 
leads people to assume authority they may never 
properly possess. When that happens, Jesus is sup
planted as Lord and we become what we oppose- a 
denomination. 

Two current examples of the "Messiah Com
plex" illustrate how earnest men can supplant Jesus 
as Lord without knowing it. For years a few "faithful 
brethren" have urged the editor of the Firm Founda
tion to join them in compiling two lists. The first 
identifying "faithful congregations" and the second 
identifying "faithful preachers." The editor was to 
publish these lists enabling brethren to identify the 
"faithful" once and for all. To his credit, brother 
Dobbs refused to involve the Firm Foundation in the 
enterprise. Neither he, nor the current staff, is af
flicted with the "Messiah Complex." It is not our 
place to make such pronouncements, even if we 
could. Nor is it our place to punish those who 
choose not to heed our counsel. 

One self-described "well-known brother" as
sumed authority to tell elderships sponsoring a pub
lication he disapproves of to cease their efforts. He 
wrote: "I (along with other well-known brethren) 
feared that [a publication was named] would do 
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more harm than good ... I believe the brotherhood 
will be much better off without [a publication was 
named]." Happily, the elders rejected his coercion, 
answering, "We know you realize the church is au
tonomous in each location. We do not believe that 
these 'older heads' have the right to tell us or our 
preacher what to do." Realizing Jesus is the Lord, the 
elders rejected the tyranny of one who regards him
self a "well-known" brother, refusing to take this 
first step into denominationalism. 

When people who fancy themselves "well-known 
brethren," "faithful brethren," and "older heads" 

dictate to local churches, Jesus has been supplanted as 
Lord. When businesses and other non-church entities 
dictate to congregations, Jesus is not Lord. If we are 
seriously seeking to be one people in Christ, let us 
acknowledge that Jesus is Lord. Let us demonstrate 
genuine faith in that affirmation by ·letting him be 
Lord in fact. When problems arise and disputes de
velop, let us seek his mind in Scripture and abide by 
what he says. 

D EO VIND ICE, P.O. Box 411 
Livingston, TX 77351 

lindellmitchell@hotmail.com 
FF 

(Here is an article by the scholarly Moses E. Lard. It was printed in his quarterly October 1867. In the ar
ticle he is discussing The True Worship of GodJ and this lead him to make some comments about fasting that 
are profound and should be helpful to every student of the Bible.) 

The True orship of G d 
By Moses E. Lard, deceased 

[Lard was discussing the nature of true worship, 
and says] Herein, by the way, li es the philosophy of 
fasting. It is not, as many would seem to think, the 
mere arbitrary imposition of a hardsh ip. Very far 
from it. It has a deep significance for the Christian. It 
is to be to him a discipline, the object of which is the 
control of his fl esh For the presumption is that he 
who can wholly abstain from food and drink can be 
master of himself in all other respects. This mastery 
is the object of fasting. 

But now, ... the preceding premises warrant ... 
the following conclusions 

1. The solemn obligation to maintain the simplic
ity of the gospel. It is not enough, that we keep it 
simple for the sinner; we must keep it simple for our
selves. An elaborate and showy religion is precisely 
the religion in which the flesh rejoices. Give the fl esh 
forms, give it ceremonies, give it pageant- these are 
its delight. But these are not the characteristics of 
Christianity. They are its corruption. The sinner, 
who smites on his breast, and in the anguish of his 
heart cries, What must I do to be saved? is in no 
mood to be amused with long recitals of ceremonies. 
An answer brief, pertinent, and intelligible is what he 
seeks. This the gospel provides for him; it is hence 
his right, and he is robbed of Heaven's highest bless-
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ing when it is withheld from him. With holy empha
sis, then, I repeat, keep the gospel simple for the sin
ner. Insist with all the vehemence of one standing on 
the margin of the pit, and warning against it; insist 
that faith , use no epithet, that repentance, use no 
epithet, and immersion, use no epithet- that these, 
in all cases where the Bible is, are Christ's own ap
pointed conditions of remission of sins. Admit no ex
ceptions, nor give any license to disobedience. These 
conditions proclaim, in a bold, manful spirit; pro
claim them without apology, without stint. With 
them we have fought the fight, with them gained the 
victory. By them now, let us bravely stand. 

But we must keep the gospel pure for ourselves. 
Hence every semblance of show and parade, not de
manded by the severest construction of its provi
sions, must be withstood. For the sake of the holy joy 
caused by giving, for the sake of the deep gratitude 
awakened by beneficence, let us squander no funds 
uselessly on fine churches [buildings]. Let these, with 
all their appointments, be severely simple. Thus shall 
we save large sums for deeds of charity. 

2. That apostasy takes its rise in the flesh. Be
tween flesh and spirit under Christ there is a 
never-ending antagonism. The one is forever at war 
against the other. The spirit is completely subject to 



the will of Christ; the flesh is the very reverse. This 
keeps up an endless strife. The soul is thereby ha
rassed and fretted. Of this, in the course of time, it 
becomes weary. It now finds it easier to yield than to 
resist. In yielding, moreover, it exchanges a present 
restraint for a present pleasure. The temptation to do 
this is often hard to resist. Indeed, too often it is not 
resisted at all; and when once the spirit begins to 
yield fo the flesh, the work of ruin goes rapidly on. 
This work looks to two ends - the removal of re
straints, and worldly gratification. On both these I 
must dwell a little. 

The most difficult task assigned the Christian, in 
the present state, is that of duly restraining the flesh. 
The wants of the spirit are few; the wants of the flesh 
countless. In regard to those, the Christian soon 
learns that no full provision has been made to meet 
them in this life. Whether this can not be, or should 
not, it is needless to inquire. We know it to be so. 
The gratification of the spirit is something to be 
looked for in a state beyond this. But as to the wants 
of the flesh, the case is the very reverse. For these the 
future state makes no provision. The present alone is 
left to them. If not here and now gratified, they 
never will be. Besides, their gratification is mostly at
tended with highly intoxicating present pleasure. 
The opportunity for this once lost may never return. 
How hard, under these circumstances, is the task of 
fleshly denial? But this denial the gospel imposes as a 
most solemn duty. Hence the wants of the flesh and 
the restraints of the gospel stand always strongly op
posed. To bear these restraints is in itself not agree
able; while not to gratify those wants is very bad. 
The temptation, therefore, to throw off the restraints 
is double. Few men are proof against this pressure. 
All are ready to yield to it more or less; many, 
wholly. Thus the tendency constantly is to fleshly 
victory and spiritual bondage. Such is the Christian's 
strife. But already I have mentioned the work of 
ruin, when once the spirit begins to yield to the flesh, 
as looking likewise to worldly gratification. By these 
I mean such gratification as the man of the world de
lights in, or as the unregenerate heart seeks. These 
Christ denies to his followers. Of course, I speak not 
of the fleshly gratification which, being kept within 
proper limits, is lawful. I speak only of those which 
are wrong in themselves, or are wrong from their 
evil tendencies. Boldly the Christian must withstand 
these. To yield to them even once may prove fatal. 
Persistent, obstinate resistance alone is safe; for 
when once the soul's firm resolution to resist is bro-

ken, life is half wrecked. A broken will against evil is 
more to be lamented than all the mere temporal 
disasters which can befall man. Here it is, moreover, 
that the danger of sensual pleasure comes out. It en
dows the flesh with the control over the spirit. 
Where this is complete there is positively no hope. It 
must hence be resolutely withstood, especially in its 
incipient stages. When far advanced, the chances of 
successful opposition become few and feeble. Sub
due the flesh in the very outset of the Christian life, 
otherwise it is almost certain to triumph till death. It 
must be kept constantly under. Hence all attempts to 
make Christianity minister to it are both criminal 
and dangerous, and must hence, by the true disciple 
of Christ, be disused. Treat temples, therefore, as 
places of worship, with gorgeous appurtenances 
which feed only the lust of the eye, together with the 
select voluptuous music of organs and hired choirs, 
which excites only the languid carnal emotions of 
the heart, are to be reprobated and utterly shunned. 
Better that the cause of Christ should never again be 
advocated beneath a roof constructed by human 
hands, and that another note of cultivated music 
should never be heard, than that it should be en
feebled by these things, and its power of control 
thereby weakened. At best, it is not too certain that 
the flesh will be kept under; at worst, it is certain not 
to be. 

But the necessity for the change implied in the 
Savior's language [Matt 6:16-18], upon which I am 
now commenting, will become still more apparent 
by considering the difference between the Christian 
man and the sinner. Wherein, then, consists the great 
material distinction between them? The Christian 
man is a man whose mind is controlled by the will of 
Christ, and whose body is controlled by his mind. 
The man of the world is a man whose body Satan 
controls, and whose mind is controlled by his body. 
In other words, Christ controls the mind, and the 
mind the body - this makes the Christian. Satan 
controls the body, and the body the mind - this 
makes the sinner. Herein lie all the differences, par
tial and complete, between the two. Hence, what
ever ministers superfluously to the flesh, as flesh, 
helps Satan; while, on the contrary, whatever minis
ters to the spirit, enlightening and strengthening it, 
helps Christ. Surely in view of this no Christian man 
give his consent to work merely for the flesh. 

From this, moreover, it can be still more clearly 
seen how it is that a religion of the flesh tends rather 
to ruin man than to save him. Such a religion by min-
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istering directly to the flesh greatly strengthens it. Of 
this increased strength Satan avails himself to subju- , 
gate still further the spirit. Besides, increasing the 
power of the flesh relatively diminishes that of the 
spirit. As that grows stronger, this becomes the less 
adequate to the task of controlling it. This is another 
advantage to Satan. Just as he perceives the control
ling power of the spirit decreasing, his exertions are 
redoubled to gain the complete mastery over it. For 
with the Christian man when this is once done, the 
case is about hopeless. This end, therefore, gained, 
and Satan feels that he can rest easy, as his work is 
about done. In the case of too many, indeed, it must 
be pronounced effetely done, 

All the antecedent religions to Christianity which 
sought to control man by acting upon him from 
without failed. Christianity reverses the order of 
procedure, or the direction in which the force acts. It 
seeks to control man by acting upon him from 
within. Its seat is the spirit. From this, as from a cen
ter, its power radiates. Christ seeks the mastery of 
the soul; the devil that of the flesh. The true wor
shipers are they who worship God in spirit and in 
truth. The spirit is the fountain whence the worship 
springs; the truth is the law which regulates it. This 
marks the great radical difference between Christian
ity and all other religions. Christ begins his work in 
the spirit among the very springs and roots of life it
self. Here he seeks to establish his supremacy, here to 
inaugurate and carry on his reign. It is within a man, 
over his spirit, that he rules. 

First give Christ the complete control of the 
mind, then comes the case of the body. This, not 
Christ directly, but the mind itself controls. "1," said 
Paul, "keep my body under." It was the true Paul, the 
inner man, the spirit or mind which did this. It was 
not the Savior; for otherwise it would be difficult to 
account for its being incomplete. And what Paul here 
says of himself is true of every other saint. Each 
keeps his body under. The work of subduing the 
flesh is left with the Christian. If not done by him it 
will go undone. The task is difficult indeed; and is 
never attended with complete success. But so impor
tant is the dependent result that the most heroic ef
fort should be made to accomplish it. Here, as else
where, God requires perfection. He can not require 
less, though he knows he will never realize it. To do 
so would be so far to license imperfection. This he 
can not do. His plan is sternly to require a perfect 
life - perfect in spirit, perfect in flesh, and to for-

. give the deficiencies. This is better than to require a 
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life only partly correct. It is better to forgive sin than 
to license it. 

Previously in this piece it was suggested that the 
service of God in spirit might in certain cases be per
fect. The present seems the place to amplify that sug
gestion. It doubtless struck the reader as novel, and 
perhaps as false. Certainly it needs qualification. By 
the expression, it was not meant that any man while 
in the flesh ever attains a state of sinless perfection. 
No such state is attainable. But it was meant that the 
devotion of the spirit may be unbroken to the end of 
life. Paul says, "With the mind I serve the law of 
God:" This is the service of which I speak; and I hold 
that it not only is continuous through life in many 
cases, but that in all it must be, if eternal life is at
tained. In the case of the true Christian, the mind in 
its fealty to Christ now relaxes. In its attachment and 
intent it is permanently true. In these it varies not. 
The Christian need only consult his own conscious
ness to find the verification of this. 

He knows it to be true. That is, he knows that it 
never occurred that in spirit he gave Christ up and 
let him go. From the instant of his becoming a Chris
tian down to the reading of this, there has never 
been a break in his faith, nor one in his attachment. 
Not only has he purposed to be true to Christ; he 
knows that in will he has actually been so. This is the 
highest and best service. When a man in the whole 
breadth of his will is held in obedience to Christ, he 
can rise no higher while in the flesh. All his other ser
vice will be unsteady and full of breaks. Failures will 
be constantly occurring. These will give him keen re
curring pain His pleasure will spring from the devo
tion of his mind. In this he will find his delight, and 
not in the acts in which the flesh can play a part. In 
all these, imperfection will be found. Nothing here is 
faultless. Sin is constantly emerging. Hence, when 
the Christian, in cases where the flesh is involved, 
has done his best, his comment must be - an un
profitable servant. 

· Not only is the real'Christian constantly true to 
God in his spirit; but he can not be otherwise. If he 
fails here, in my candid judgment, he is lost, and lost 
forever. When his faith parts, his case is hopeless. 
This is the fatal "falling away" of Paul. Mter this, re
newal to repentance never takes place; that is, the 
apostate can never be brought to repent a second 
time. He is gone, forever gone. When a man in his 
soul gives up Christ, lets him go, and ceases abso
lutely to believe in him, there is no more chance for 
his salvation than for that of Satan. It is a mockery to 



· pray for him, or over him, or even to seem to hope 
for him. He has now counted the blood of Christ an 
unholy thing, and trampled it under his feet. He is 
consequently left without remedy and without hope. 
Certainly it is to be hoped that few such cases occur; 
but so frightful are they in their end, that no effort 
should be spared to prevent them. Hence the care 
that should be taken to check apostasy in its begin
ning~ It may rapidly run to the wrecking of faith; 
then all is over. 

On the contrary, so long as a man remains true to 
Christ in faith and will, it is difficult to say how nu
merous and how great his departures must become 
before his case is to be pronounced hopeless. It is 
questionable whether it ever can so become. Not 
that he is to be licensed to sin, nor not put away if he 
does not desist; but only that it is difficult to deter
mine when he crosses the line beyond which hope 
reaches not. Unless I read the spirit of Christianity 
amiss, God looks into the soul for faith and purpose, 
rather than into the outer life for excellency. It is the 
inner state more than the outward record which 
avails with him. That, he will have right; this, he 
would. Hence, in all our dealings with the erring 
children of God, while we are to be most careful to 
show no countenance of sin, we should be slow to 
decide them lost, while the will and faith still remain 
unbroken and entire. Aided by these we may save, 
but without them it is worse than idle to parley even 
a moment. When they have failed, instantly exclude. 

Here I must advert to the warfare which, in the 
case of the Christian, is perpetually going on be
tween the flesh and the spirit. This I do for the men
tal relief of brethren whom the fact often troubles. 
When they have made their best effort to master the 
evil inclinations of the flesh, they find they have not 
succeeded. The flesh is still flesh; and its appetites 
and propensities remain unsubdued. Brethren be
come alarmed at the fact, and begin to question the 
reality of their conversion. For this not the slightest 
necessity exists. The test of conversion is not the ex
tinction of all fleshly desires. To the spirit, and not to 
the flesh,· we must look in determining this question. 
Is the faith in Christ real, also the will strong to for
sake. sin and live a pure life? These, not absence of 
fleshly feeling, are the proof and the fact of conver
sion. Hence, where they are, no fear need be felt as 
to the so.undness of the conversion. As already stated 
in this article, the flesh never grows better. The most 
we can do is to deny it the gratification it seeks. In 
this way we may curb it, and thereby diminish some-

what its controlling power. But the sinful propensi
ties will forever remain. They are never extin
guished. Gradually, by culture of the spirit, they 
grow more quiet; but they are asleep, not dead. Give 
them but half a chance, and they are wild again in 
lawless revels. Let the Christian, then, not be 
alarmed at the fact that after conversion he still finds 
himself in the body, and with the flesh serving the 
law of sin. Only let him be constant in his purpose to 
serve God in spirit truly and always; and with heroic 
will let him deny the flesh, if in his power, even one 
twitch of gratification. This will require sleepless 
vigilance. Moreover, it is endless. But it must be 
done; otherwise all is lost. 

Another important fact here presents itself, 
which finds its explanation in the views now in hand. 
When sinners are appealed to, to obey the gospel, 
they at once, where deeply concerned, set about the 
task of self-examination. They desire to determine 
beforehand, if possible, the probabilities of success 
should they take the solemn step. They now look 
closely into their hearts. They know they believe, 
they know they are penitent; they know they love 
Christ and want to obey him. Here they have not a 
doubt. But they also feel that they are still in the 
flesh, and that its power over them is not yet wholly 
broken. They· now erroneously conclude, because 
this is the case, that they are not fit to take the step; 
and deem that they must further wait till these evil 
fleshly propensities have died within them. They 
hence decline to act. But this is not correct. The 
preacher must now be faithful and careful to explain 
to them. Let them know that these fleshly propensi
ties never will leave them; and that all they can do is 
to watch them and keep them subdued; that faith in 
Christ, and not a change in flesh, is the ground on 
which he is to be obeyed. Great good will result from 
the procedure. I verily believe that today some of the 
best men in the land are kept out of the church by 
the very cause here named. Let preachers see that the 
obstacle is removed, and the correct view presented. 
Neither in the saint nor in the sinner does any 
change ever take place in the flesh. This great truth 
once fully known, and Satan's power, first, to keep 
men out of the church, and, second, to trouble them 
when in it, is much weakened. Fp 
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Potpourri ••• 
Neither evil tongues, 

Rash judgments, nor the sneers of selfish men, 
Nor greetings where no kindness is, nor all 
The dreary intercourse of daily life, 
Shall e'er prevail against us. 

William Wordsworth 

"Steadfastness of faith" is a Christian virtue. We 
are to be "unmovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not vain in the Lord." Only those who persevere will 
receive a crown (Rev. 2:10). 

Yet, we must know the difference in persever
ance and hard-headedness. A British politician once 
said of an unnamed man, "He has a brilliant mind, 
until it is made up." The difference between faithful
ness and headstrong behavior is the difference be
tween fidelity and rashness - good sense or non
sense. 

Anyway, we are not here to lecture you on the 
importance of always being open to the truth, but to 
give you a glimpse into some modern examples of 
stupidity and also some examples of exceptional de
votion to veracity. 

Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from 
following after thee, for whither thou goest, I 
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God; where thou diest, will I die, and there will 
I be buried: Jehovah do so to me, and more also, 
if aught but death part thee and me. 

rraveling 
@Our good friend Earl Davis continues to send 

valuable clipping from the Chicago Tribune. We 
thank him for them. It helps us to keep abreast of ec
centric behavior - so, here goes (Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire?) and (Is that your final answer?) 

Lipscomh 
t~Kaia Jergenson, 18, a 6-foot-2 basketball play

ing freshman at Lipscomb University came down 
with meningococcal meningitis, a bacterial infection 
in her blood. The students at Lipscomb prayed for 
her in ten minute shifts around the clock. 

The students mindful of biblical references to the 
power of prayer expected results. "I wanted to see 
Kaia wake, up, be healed and walk out of that hospi
tal," said Chris Nelms, 20, who had the 4:40 a.m. 
prayer shift. 

On Jan. 19. A week after the vigil began, sur
geons amputated both of Jergensons' legs below the 
knees. Doctors said they were trying to save her life 
by removing dead tissue. She will never again play 
basketball. 

Professor Earl Lavender, who teaches theology, 
noticed a difference in his students. "Their ability to 
verbalize what they believed was shaken." 

Questions flowed: Why did Jergenson lose her 
legs when so many were praying for her? Does 
prayer work? 

Students at Lipscomb are less tolerant of easy an
swers (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 10, 2000). 

Still, we all know, or sllould know, that if we suf
fer from sin sickness we can repent, confess, and 
pray and are guaranteed healing Oames 5:16). Labor 
not for the meat that perishes, but for that which en
dures to eternal life. 

Finally, God has not promised exemption from 
trouble, strife, and disappointment, but has prom-
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The program, completely free to the caller, is 
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ised to be with us and give us the necessary counsel 
to be able to endure what we must endure and be 
faithful at all costs. "Father hear the prayer we offer: 
Nor for ease that payer shall be, but for strength that 
we may ever live our lives courageously .... Let our 
path be bright or dreary, storm or sunshine be our 
share; May our souls in hope unweary make thy 
work our ceaseless prayer." 

Mirror, Mirror 
OCornell University researchers, who wrote a 

paper entitled "Unskilled and Unaware of It," 
believe they're on solid ground here: They found 
that inept people tend to be confident - even down
right certain - that they are smart, funny, and in the 
right. The talented, on the other hand, underesti
mate their skill, assuming that if they can do it, any
one can. What's scary, says Prof. David Dunning, is 
that "we could easily make people at the top realize 

· -how much better they were. But the people at the 
bottom are intractable." 

• Touching a nerve. "Everybody recognizes it in 
others," says Dunning. "The problem is recognizing it 
in yourself,, (U.S. News & World Report, Jan. 31, 
2000 - called to our attention by a dear friend). 
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Good News 

0 Most Americans ... want limits on abortion. 
"In-depth polls in recent years show 74 percent of 
Americans endorse mandatory 24-hour waiting peri
ods; 73 percent support prohibition of abortion af
ter the first three months of pregnancy, except to 
save the mother's life; and 74 percent favor paren-. 
tal-consent requirements for pregnant minors. 
Moreover, support for restriction on abortion has 
been going up in the last several years" (Chicago Tri
bune, Feb. 3, 2000). 

The transcendent consideration is that God does 
not want innocent life to be destroyed. "And surely 
your blood, the blood of your lives, will I require. At 
the hand of every beast will I require it. And at the 
hand of man, even at the hand of every man's 
brother, will I require the life of man. Whoso 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed. For in the image of God made he man." 

Study 
0 Hundreds of Roman Catholic priests across the 

United States have died of AIDS-related illnesses, 
and hundreds more are living with HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS. It appears that [Catholic] priests 
are dying of AIDS at a rate at least four times that of 
the general population of the United States (Chicago 
Tribune, Jan. 31, 2000). 

Presbyterians 
OTwo bills that were sent to a June legislative as

sembly of the Presbyterian Church propose a formal 
split in the 3.6 million-member denomination. 

One bill asks the assembly to declare that the 
church has "two mutually exclusive theologies" on 
the Bible, causing an "irreconcilable impasse," espe
cially on whether to ordain homosexual clergy. 

The second bill would authorize a task force to 
rewrite church law and allow liberal congregations 
that disagree with the homosexual ban to leave the 
denomination and keep, their buildings (Source: .Chi
cago Tribune, Jan. 28, 2000). 

fallen relevaagelisf 
OJim Bakker is back in the pulpit preaching a 

message of forgiveness while planning a new TV net
work with former Green Bay Packer Reggie White. 

Bakker and his first wife, Tammy, led a talk show, 
cable network and theme park until he was convicted 
in 1989 of defrauding followers of $158 million. 

"Some of you hate me. I can tell." Bakker told 
2, 700 people at First Assembly of God Church. 



"How many of you want to go to heaven?" As 
people raised their hands, Bakker pointed and said, 
"You've got to love me" (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 28, 
2000). 

Dear friends 
@ (The following was excerpted from a letter sent 

by the Rochester College, Rochester Hills, Michigan 
to congregations in the Ohio and Michigan area. It 
speaks for itself. A copy of the entire letter will be sent 
to you on request). 

These are challenging times for a ll of us in 
Churches of Christ, typically, grandparents and 
their grandchildren prefer different music, dif
ferent translations of the Bible, different styles 
of congregational worship, different styles of 
praying, different ways to communicate truths 
from God's word, etc. All of our congregations 
are challenged to provide a worship service that 
satisfies our senior members while providing a 
worship experience that also connects with our 
youth. 

If your congregation has made a transition to 
a contemporary worship style, or if your leaders 
wish to consider some contemporary ways to 
lead praise and worship in congregational set
tings, or if you just want to learn about alterna
tives, we invite you to become a participant or a 
Sponsor of the Zoe Worship Conference to be 
held on the campus of Rochester College, Au
gust 11 - 13, 2000. 

Individual participation is $50 per person 
($60 after July 1), frequently paid by the church. 
Sponsoring congregations pay a minimum of 
$500, and are allowed ten participants for each 
$500. 

The conference will begin Friday evening, run 
all day Saturday, and conclude at the Sunday 
morning worship service of the Rochester 
Church of Christ. Primary participants in the 
conference wi ll be Mr. Larry Bridgesmith and 
Mr. Randy Gill, both alumni of Rochester Col
lege, who plan and lead worship at Woodmont 
Hills Church of Christ in Nashville, TN, and Jeff 
Walling, well-known brotherhood speaker. 

"There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can 
be neither bond nor free, there can be no male and 
female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus." What 
you read in the Rochester College letter is the seed
bed for division. 

Starry Skies 
@The late Carl Sagan estimated that 10,000 or 

more alien civilizations might be sprinkled through
out the-Milky Way galaxy. More than $100 million 
has been spent on the search for extraterrestrial in
telligence. 

In a just published book, however, two scientists 

make the case that we may, in fact, be alone in the 
universe. Complex life, from flatworms on up the 
food chain to homo sapiens, is extraordinarily rare, 
contend Peter Ward and Donald Brownlee in "Rare 
Earth." 

They argue that the composition and stability of 
Earth aren't at all common. Just the right combina
tion of chemicals. Not too much radiation. Enough 
distance from our central star, the Sun, to keep ultra
violet rays to a minimum while allowing liquid water 
to form. A planetary blocker with its own stable or
bit, Jupiter, in_ the neighborhood to protect us from 
an otherwise constant and deadly storm of space 
rocks. A moon to keep our planetary tilt -- and 
therefore climate - stable. A shifting, active crust 
creating mountain ranges and dry lands. 

These all must exist for diverse plant and animal 
life forms to develop. Their confluence, the authors 
maintain, is uncommonly rare (Chicago Tribune, 
Mar. 3, 2000- thanks, again, Earl- Davis, that is). 

More on Origins 
tiiLouis Farrakhan, leader of the Black Nation of 

Islam, says that "the white people were grafted out 
of original black people by an evil black scientist 
named Yakub to bedevil the planet." 
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Farrakhan is moving toward alliance with tradi
tional Islamic positions - the Nation of Islam 
headed by Wallace Deen Mohammed. Farrakhan is 
likely to retain his racial focus: perhaps it will be re
cast as "ethnic solidarity," rather than Black Nation
alism. Farrakhan's followers are on the verge of re
bellbn Sotm:e: Chicago Tribune, Mar. 6, 2000). 

facts? 
0 L.M. Boyd, a syndicated columnist from Se

attle, Wa., reports the following: 
Gin 525 B.C. the Persians fought the Egyptians. 

A cunning Persian officer lined up a row of cats in 
front of his troops. The Egyptian soldiers thought 
the cats were sacred. They wouldn't fire off any ar
rows. But the Persians would. They kill~d just about 
everything in front of them except the cats. 

$When a Roman peasant died, friends turned a 
harrow upside down, used the spikes for candle 
holders, and put the body on it to carry the remains 
to the burial ground. Our word for "hearse" came 
from the Latin for "harrow." 

$In America 40 years ago the headcounters noted 
439,000 unmarried couples lived together. Today, 
they report 4.2 million (Thanks to Faye Stratton of 
Muleshoe, Texas, for sending the newspaper clipping 
from which this. information was gleaned). 

Congrafs 
@The Woodland Hills Church of Christ in 

Cordova, Tenn., will celebrate its 1 OOth anniversary 
the weekend of May 20-21, at its building located at 
10011 Woodland Hills Drive. 

Rest in Peace 
$Ralph T. Henley of Chattanooga reports that 

Ernest 0. Stewart Jr., has gone to be a part of the 
church triumphant. Ernie died October 28 after 
preaching more than 50 years for churches in Detroit, 
Toledo, Indianapolis, Mount Pleasant and Wilksboro. 
Thousands who loved him spoke of him as a lovely 
friend and a compassionate servant of God. He served 
as Missionary in Residence at Oklahoma Christian 
University, established Galilee Christian High School 
in the Galilee of Israel. He is survived by his wife 
Marlene and his children Karen, Ernie III, Kenny, and 
Brian. There is a rent in the veil and a memory. 

IICC 
OThe new general secretary of the National 

Council of Churches this week compared that once 
prominent American institution to a camel with 35 
humps. 
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"Should we expect a 35-hump camel to.work?" 
Rev. Bob Edgar asked a reporter for the Religion 
News Service, alluding to the 35 Protestant denomi
nations that are members of the council. Of course 
it's going to walk a little crooked" (Chicago Tribune, 
Nov. 12, 1999). 

Monlrer See, Monkey flo 
0 "The popular account of biological evolution 

as handed down from Charles Darwin is a tale told 
through old stones and bones, the fossil relics that 
show ... how some apelike forest dwellers gave rise 
to today's novelists and computer programmers" 

(This is the lead-in of a piece by Jeremy Manier, 
Chicago Tribune, Mar 20, 2000, which goes on to 
say that we know next to nothing about DNA, SNPs, 
the genetic code, and evolution). Still, though our ig
norance is monumental, some seem bent on "prov
ing', the unproven. 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth." 

Slaughter 
ttAP- DESOTO, Kan. -It's a cold and damp 

Friday at Steve's Meat Market- At an open-air mar
ket. Out back, Sharif and fellow Muslims buy sheep, 
goats and cows then slaughter the animals them
selves in accordance with Islamic law. Muslims can 
eat only meat that is halal, or lawfully slaughtered .. 

The slaughter or "sacrifice" is accomplished by a 
slash to a restrained animal's throat following a 
prayer. It is permitted by a religious exemption to 
U.S. Department of Agriculture rules. 

"The Muslims are very religious people," said 
Dick Dabbs, a butcher at Steve's Meat Market who 
sharpens the knife before each kill, and then hoses 
the bloodied floor. " The animal has got to be killed 
on the first slash or they won't eat it. " 

Such slaughters go on all year, but demand in
creases in the days leading up to Eid alAdha, the 
Feast of the Sacrifice. Eid al-Adha marks the end of 
Hajj, the pilgrimage Muslims make to the Grand 
Mosque in the Saudi Arabian city of Mecca. 

During the feast, observed by an estimated 1 bil
lion Muslims worldwide, believers slaughter sheep, 
goats, cows or camels to commemorate the prophet 
Abraham's readiness to offer his son's life to Allah, 
or God. For his obedience, Abraham was given a 
ram to sacrifice instead. 

At Steve's Meat Market, the meat is processed, 
cut and bagged at lightning speed. Co-owner Mitch 
Prudden said his Muslim customers prefer .to take it 



home very fresh in small chunks for stew meat. 
When his turn came at Steve's, Abdirashid Sharif 

made quick work of it, saying a prayer and then low
ering the knife. For some who followed him, the job 
was a grim necessity. "I don't like doing this;" said 
Hassan Osman, whose grimace revealed his discom
fort. "But if you are Muslim, and you buy a goat, 
you have to kill." 

Muslims with weak stomachs have a way out. 
E.very Thursday, Mohammed Waheed-uz-zaman 
Rana, a St Louis University anatomy and neurobiol
ogy pr~fessor, conducts the ritual slaughter for fel
low Muslims in that city. Rana, from Pakistan, fig
ures. he has kill~d thousands of animals over the last 
30 years. 

He, too, begins with prayer: "Oh God Almighty, 
this [animal] is yours and I'm taking something from 
it. I ask permission of the Creator to take this animal 
for us" (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 17,2000- FYI). 

4mp6igoric 
0 Robert Kosilek killed his wife in 1990 and 

now wants the government to turn him into a 
woman. The life-convict contends he is a woman 
trapped in a man's body, so he sued the state of Mas
sachusetts to make taxpayers pay for a sex change. 
State officials said no, and that denial, Mr. Kosilek 
claims, amounts to "cruel and unusual punishment." 
He demands hormone therapy and surgery that 
would allow him to "assume some level of psycho
sexual congruity" (World, Jan. 22, 2000). 

The report did not say what Barney Franks 
thinks about this - or even Ted Kennedy. We think 
it stinks. 

Courtesy 
Olt is wise to apply the oil of re;fined politeness 

~0 the mechanism of friendship. 

Wbat Did He Soy? 
OEric R. Magnusson asks the question, When 

did you last hear God speak to you? (Christian 
Chronicle, Dec. 99). The article says: 

Referring . to the 40'h annual World Mission 
· Workshop on the campus of Oklahoma Chris
tian University, Magnusson said, ~era week
end of practical ideas, useful information and in
spirational testimony, the stage was set for God 
to move in the hearts in unprecedented ways.' 

·Unprecedented ("having no previous example")? 
Are you sure? How about Pentecost? 
· · The author says, tr7his was the second World Mis-

sion Workshop I have attended. The first was when I 
was a senior at Harding University in 1996. God 
moved in my life in many ways that year, but this year 
God touched my heart in a very special way.,, 

Really? How did God do that? Sounds irrespon~ 
sible. 

Still, Magnusson fails to tell us how God spoke 
to him and what God said to him. It all sounds 
pretty charismatic - and Oklahoma Christian Uni
versity and Harding University need to look into it. 
(If you think we are kidding, send for a copy of the 
Christian Chronicle article - it may shock you). 

In our kind opinion, World Mission Workshops 
needs to be monitored by its sponsors, and the Chris
tian Chronicle needs to be more careful about what it 
reports. (The brethren who support such activity 
with their money need to reconsider.) 

Broadminded? 
OThe Southern Baptist Convention took heat 

from liberal critics after printing up 30,000 pam
phlets urging believers to pray for the conversion of 
Hindus. Keith Parks, who spend 13 years as presi
dent of the convention's International Mission 
Board, charged the Baptists with "fundamentalism," 
complaining that "we need to cultivate personal re
lationships rather than launch a new crusade that's 
·confrontational aqd abrasive" (World, Nov. 1999). 

"And in none other is there salvation: for neither 
is there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved," but that 
may be a little too radical, or extreme, or judgmental 
for some, but it is scriptural. 

SuHer the Lillie Ones 
fl The 7th Circuit Court of Appeals upheld Illinois 

and Wisconsin laws banning partial-birth abortion. 
The 5-4 decision reversed a lower court's ruling that 
the Illinois law was unconstitutional. 

The Wisconsin law provides for life imprison
ment of anyone performing such an abortion, except 
to save the life of the mother. Partial-birth abortion
ists can receive a three-year sentence under the Illi-
nois statute. . 

The 7th Circuit Court's ruling creates a constitu
tional crisis, which will probably go to the Supreme 
Court. Douglas Johnson of National Right to Life 
agreed that the high court likely would rule, "per
haps next year, on whether Roe vs Wade covers pull
ing most of a living baby feet-first outside of the 
womb, puncturing her skull, and removing her 
brain." 
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Quotes 
tlFormer Miami-Dade County Commissioner 

James Burke, caught on tape as he took a $5,000 
kickback from an undercover informant while still in 
office, said, "This is a wonderful country." 

Mr. Burke was convicted on one count of brib
ery. 

Dopeheads 
tlA recent study concludes that as many as 1.5 

percent of children between two and four years old 
(150,000 tots) were getting stimulants, antidepres
sants, or anti-psychotic drugs in 1995 -up from 1 
percent, or 100,000, in 1991. Earlier studies showed 
increases in the drugging of kids from ages 5 to 19 
(National Review, Mar. 20, 2000, p. 10). 

Ritalin is a trademark used for methylphenidate, 
which is a drug, C14H 19N02, chemically related to 
amphetamine, that acts as a mild stimulant of the 
central nervous system and is used especially in the 
form of its hydrochloride for the treatment of narco
lepsy in adults and hyperkinetic disorders in chil
dren. 

I was hyperkinetic too, but my mother gave me 
love and attention and an occasional spanking in
stead of Ritalin. It worked. We shudder to think 
what the next generation is going to be like with so 
many kids brought up on drugs. 
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"Will the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?"; 
many more. - 276 pgs. • paperback. 

.... $9.00 
plus $2.50 slh per copy 

$3.00 s/h If ordering both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Me roo 
GGeneva Overholser, in an editorial in the 

March 22, 2000 issue of the Chicago Tribune, made 
some comments about the rash of public apologies 
for the sins of the distant past. The people who 
sinned, and the people who were sinned against are 
long dead. Overholser said, "Those doi.ng the apolo
gizing seem to struggle to get it right, and the ones 
on the receiving end are rarely satisfied." 

She mentions the pope's recent request for for
giveness for 2,000 years of error on the church's 
part. He did take evasiveness to a new height. His 
apology was all broad categories, no specifics. 

She also mentions President Clinton's .apologies. 
He apologized to Mrica, saying, "We were wrong" 
in benefiting from slavery. He apologized to Guate
mala for U.S. actions toward Central America. Clin
ton gave a belated apology for his dalliance (soft 
word) with Monica Lewinsky. 

I wish now to apologize to my Irish ancestors for 
the potato famine. 

The Bible tells us to apologize to the person we 
sinned against (See Matt. 5:23-24; 18:15; James 
5:16), but that is so hard. We prefer to wait until he 
is dead and then send flowers. 

Saved Jhrouglf. Childbearing 
@Kathleen Parker (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 22, 

2000) tells this story, which we hope is not true, but 
fear that it is. 

Parker tells of having lunch with the 20-year-old 
daughter of a friend. 

"So, Karen," I said, "tell me what you plan to do 
after college. What do you want to do with the rest 
of your life?" 

Tears. Big welling tears. '~e you choking? Did I 
say something wrong?" 

Wrestling a lump in her throat, Karen managed 
to speak: "I know this sounds terrible, but, I, I, I 
want to be a mom." 

"Why the tears," I asked. "What is it about want
ing to be a mother that makes you so sad?" 

"Because," she said, chin trembling, "no one val
ues being a mother. It's not important enough." 

Jbought for Jhe Day 
GFreeman Dyson, a physicist first made his mark· 

at 25 by synthesizing three competing theories in 
quantum electrodynamics. He joined The Institute 
for Advanced Study in Princeton, N.J. to work with 
J. Robert Oppenheimer, the father of the atomic 



bomb. He is quoted as saying, "In this country, 
churches are the organizations that hold the commu
nity together. Religion has a much more important 
role in human destiny than science" (Chicago Tri
bune, Mar. 23, 2000). 

Split 
tiiTYLER, Texas - Four Baptist leaders have 

taken the first legal step toward a new denomination 
to rival the Southern Baptist Convention, the largest 
U.S. Protestant body. 

One founder, Paul Powell, told the Tyler Morning 
Telegraph that the likelihood of a breakaway denomi
nation increases as strife continues between the Bap
tists conservative and moderate [liberal] factions. 

"It sure looks like we're headed in that direc
tion," said Powell. "We know the gap is widening 
between the two. Everything that happens kind of 
accentuates that. " H e added, "Mad, narrow-minded, 
fundamental Baptists are not my kind of Baptists." 

Oh Poor Baby 
!iiA Baptist preacher, Robert L. Lewis, posted a 

sermon on the Internet in which he laments the fact 
that only about half the adults in the United States 
claim membership in any church. 

The church, say Baptists, is non-essential. 
Now comes this Baptist preacher whining be

cause people don ' t "go to church." Well, if Baptist 
doctrine is right, why should they? 

T he Bible says the church is the body of Jesus 
(Eph. 1:22). That there is one body (Eph. 4:4}. T here 
is no salvation ou rs ide of Jesus (Acts 4 : 12) . To get i nro 
Jesus one must be baptized (Gal. 3:27). Those who are 
in the body of Jesus are one (1 Cor. 12: 12-13). All 
spiritual blessings are in Christ (Eph. 1:3}. 

This adds up to the essentiali ty and importance 
of the church, for which Jesus died (Acts 20:28). If 
the Bible is right, Baptist Church doctrine is wrong. 

from England 
@The First church in the United Kingdom to 

vote to accept practicing homosexuals into ministry 
is considering rescinding its policy. 

The United Reformed Church voted last month 
(Sept. 1999) to reconsider its previous decision from 
1997 to ordain active homosexual ministers. 

A URC group that has been campaigning for the 
restoration of traditional sexual teaching, says that 
the motion to reconsider ho mosexual ministers is 
not about exclusion but "about biblical authority in 
the church" (Christianity Today, Ocr. 4, 1999). 

Crucial Decisions 
t~iThe Supreme Court of the United States of 

America announced Qan. 2000) a spring case line-up 
that could make this term the most important one in 
years. In June, the court plans to decide such volatile 
issues as: (1) whether the Boy Scours must allow 
openly homosexual troop leaders, (2) whether state 
legislatures can ban partial-birth abortions, and (3) 
whether school districts can allow student-led prayer. 

Yet Speaking 
t~:·G.C. Brewer once said, "But I do know that 

facts are facts and whoever wants to misunderstand 
them or pervert them may do so to his own heart's 
content - they will still remain facts" (The Autobi
ography of G. C. Brewer, p. 26). 

Worship and Service 
!~i Daniel Denham, preacher at Roanoke, Texas, 

says, referring to the Greek word latreia, as used in 
Romans 12:1, "[Latreia] is a term that primarily 
means 'service.' It can under certain circumstances 
and within certain contexts refer to worship in as 
much [sic] as worship is a form and part of service." 

If Denham is right and "worship is a part of ser
vice," then service, according to ·Denham, is wor
ship. (H e doubtless understands that the "living sac
rifice" in the passage is metaphorical. ) 

Serving the devil is worshiping the devil. 
Serving money is worshiping money. 
Serving Baal is worshiping Baal. 
Serving pleasure is worshi ping pleasure. 
Serving God is worshiping God. 
Well, come to think of it, it does make sense. 
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By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: "Of what does worship consist?" 
Answer: The American Standard Version at Matthew 
2:8 has a reference to a footnote defining the word 
worship as follows: "The Greek word denotes an act 
of reverence whether paid to a creature (see ch. 4:9; 
18:26), or to the creator (see ch. 4:10)." 

1. Worship, then, involves an act. It is incorrect 
to say that worship is simply and solely an attitude 
of heart. Inasmuch as worship consists of acts, it fol
lows that such acts are as much involved in worship 
and are as essential to it as the attitude which 
prompts them. 

2. The Greek word for worship denotes an act ... 
paid. Worship involves an attitude, but an attitude 
which expresses itself in acts which find acceptance in 
the will of another. Worship, therefore, necessitates 
acts. The effort to disassociate acts from attitude in 
worship was born of the desire to escape the oppro
brium of adding unauthorized practices to the wor
ship of God. Knowledgeable people who use instru
mental music in worship are well aware of the fact 
that there is no authority in the New Testament for its 
use and they seek to avoid the charge of adding to the 
divine will by the allegation that, after all, worship 
does nor involve acts but attitudes, and therefore the 
instrument is really no part of the worship. 

The effort fails for at least two reasons: (1) We 
have seen that it is based on the erroneous concept of 
what worship is; (2) it does not elude, but merely 
postpones the fatal dilemma. For, this worship 
which is alleged to be solely a matter of the heart 
and expresses itself, not by divine law but by the will 
of the worshiper, is either r estrained or unre
strained. If unrestrained, then the will of the wor
shiper becomes the sole arbiter of the suitability of 
the act thus leaving the one who worships free to re
sort to whatever expressions of it one desires. The 
pompous worshiper behind stained glass windows in 
a great cathedral, the Salvation Army lass with .her 
tambourine, and the religious snake handler may all 
properly claim justification for their choices of ex
pression. Acts 2:42 may be disregarded as the ex-
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pression of the divine pattern, and thenceforth each 
of us may be governed by our own wishes and pref
erences in our worship to God. 

If, however, no will worship is acceptable but 
proper worship is restrained (as is the case, Col. 
2:20-23), we may inquire, What is the restraining in
fluence? We are thus brought back to the place where 
we should have started in any matter involving our 
duty to God: What does the New Testament authorize 
us to do in worship? The early church, under the guid
ance of inspired men, continued "stedfastly" in the 
apostles' teaching, which included singing, the Lord's 
supper, the contribution and prayers. These divinely 
given items are specifically said to have been the 
means by which the first Christians worshiped. (Acts 
2:42; 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1,2.) Less than these we cannot 
offer him and be in conformity to his will; more· than 
these is an unwarranted and officious intermeddling 
with the will of God. 

It follows, therefore, that in this, the Christian 
age, the use of instrumental .f:!1usic is unauthorized 
and unacceptable in the worship of God. "It was 
used in the Old Testament." Yes, along with the 
burning of incense, the offering of animal sacrifices 
and the practice of polygamy. These are not patterns 
we may properly follow today. The shadows of the 
old order have given way to the substance of the bet
ter way and under the clear light of Christianity such 
matters are conspicuous by their absence. (Heb. 
8:6-13.) Let it be remembered and never forgotten 
that our Lord never commanded the use of instru
mental music in worship, no apostle ever sanctioned 
it, no New Testament writer ever authorized it and 
no apostolic church ever used it! 

Questions and Answers 
Freed Hardeman Open Forum, pp. 149-150 

(It should be noted that there are different circum
stances and conditions of worship (public and private, 
for example) and that brother Woods in this answer is 
speaking primarily of public worship. Elsewhere in his 
answers he points out that "we worship God in serving 
others" (Questions and Answers, pp. 336-337). Fp 
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-England-
Mildcnhall - Mildenhall Church of Chrisr, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulron. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-

- California - -Maryland -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Monrgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655- (301) 253-9414,829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 
0388. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. - Minnesota -
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Miller, preacher. N · k S 558 1 s anttco ·e t., I . un. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 

_Colorado_ Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1 984, 722-1871. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Craig - Downrown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, II a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824·7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesvill e - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 181 1 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373·7277. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11 :15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. j . Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Anchoragc-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonvi lle - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Chrisr, Hwy 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@juno.com p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. ·10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville - Jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from Jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Norrhporr Church of Chrisr, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Tratzsportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Chrisr, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Chrisr. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilben Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

- North Carolina -Lake City - Lake City Church of Chrisr, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977·7556, Jack Tiede, minister. Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 

9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Roben 
McAnall)•, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800· 
320-9780 

Margate - Marg:Hc Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
meeting in Sherwood School. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. Contact joe Tyler (407) 254-2261. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachen, 
min. 276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Idaho-
Jerome - 513 S. Buchanan, (208) 324-9131. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Bronson 
Osric, preacher 

-Ohio. -
Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wright-Patrerson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

-South Carolina-
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

The 
Christian's 
Everyday 
Problems 
by Leroy Brownlow 

A series of studies on daily problems 
and their solutions. Practical lessons 
dealing with man's daily needs. 

paperback • 127 pages 
$3.00 

plus $2. 75 s&h for one book 
add .25 for each addtional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lanrana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38 125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Mt. juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats. preacher. 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Conley, Dobbs, Moffitt 
Catholic Debate Tapes. 

$44.95 - Video set 
Price includes shipping. 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Da mon, Texas 77430 

1-800-572-3619 

Houston - Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller! ;~~~gelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brownlow 

This volume is devoted to the development of the 
· children of God in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles given in the 
Bible, which, when properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian in b eing every 
situation of life. 

$4.00 plus $2.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privile ge of laying out all advertising. The cost fo r this is $60 
lor a lull page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in mos t instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas n430-0069 
(888) 367-6216(/o// tree) • fax (409) 553-3721 • jprophet@republic.net 

·Please notify us of address changes. 

May 2000 
Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5 :30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wyoming -
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Sale price for slightly marred covers 

Armageddon Again 
by Stafford North 

A different interpretation of the biblical proph-
ecies which have so olten been misunder-
stood and misused to predict the end of time. 
"The careful study of scriptures presented ... 
will show ... the passages presenting the so-
called 'signs of the end' are not signs of the 
end of the world ... [and] the scenario of 
events often presented lor the end of the 
world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
Paperback • 124 pages 

$4.95 ••• regularly $6.95 
$2.75 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25" sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-800·572-3619 
Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

The Two 
Covenants 
edited by B. J . Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to d is-
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3. 75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

800-572-3619 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Deportment, P.O . Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All oSds must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Evangelist sought: Debt-free congregation with 100 
members needs energetic motivated man with 
evange listic experience, committed tO spiritual 
growth and nourishment of irs members. Three 
bedroom home plus salary and benefits provided. 
Spanish speaking a plus. Send resume and recent 
sermon tape to the Search Committee, Santa Paula 
Church of Christ, 276 West Santa Paula St., Sanra 
Paula, CA 93060. sc:~rchcununiw:c:@nc:nero.nc:t 

Associate Minister to work with families, youth, 
and in the area of involvement with a congregation 
of about 4 50 in Albuque rque, NM. For an 
information/application packet write: Nerherwood 
Park Church of Christ, Associate Minister Search 
Comm ittee, 5101 Indian Schoo l Rd . NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87110, or phone 505/256-7389, 
or email: church@n 66.com . 

If you're committed to serving God to the best of 
your abili ty, consider you rself sound, self 
motivated, and have a strong emphases o n 
evangelism, we are seeking such an evangelist/ 
personal worker to work with a congregation of 
less than 20, in a thriving Iowa community of 
25,000. The congregation has been blessed in irs 
fund raising having secured S 12,000 a year in less 
than four months and continues its efforrs. We 
encourage all applicants with resumes and sermon 
tape samples to apply with or without additional 
support. 515-752-3958 or write 704 Bromic)' 
Srreet, M ars ha ll town, lA 50158 email 
jcrookshank@adiis.net. 

Evangelist needed fo r congregation of 175 + in 
Pl acerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adul t, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. O utreach programs locally 
and worldwide- special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation's ministr)'. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send resume to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Christ, 4120 Missouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packer 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congr. needs 
energetic, motivated family man with experience, 
committed w building relationships. Send resume, 
w/rranscriprs and professional/pe r sonal 
recommendations. Salary and srarr date negotiable. 
Contact: Oak Hill Church of Christ 1344 S. Oak 
Hill Ave., Janesville, WI 5354 6-5573 

Preacher/evangelist wanted for 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible p referred. 
Must be doctrinally sound. Salary a nd 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply to South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, CT 06032 Attn. Tom 
Washington, email: tommie. washington@espn.com 
(860) 521-3896 

Congregation of SO members in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-rime minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working wi th a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want ro see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Sa lary and benefi ts are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Ch rist. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
attendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bduu 
house, utili ties, $400/month. Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
preaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 
Position available June 1. Send resume, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recent sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, ann. Ed Warts, 
P.O. Box 91 , Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

You th/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregat ion. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
u nivers ity or preaching school. H e will be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negoriable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 3398 1 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mai l: ycoc@aol.com 

Village Square Church of Christ, Chalmette, LA, is 
searching for pulpit minister for congregat ion of 
60-70. Send resume to Elders, Village Square 
Church of Ch rist, P.O. Box 1165, Chalmette, LA 
70043 or call Charles Whitley, (504) 393-7046, 
or evenings j . V. Russell (504) 271-5279. 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send resume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic appli cants are pr eferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
represent ing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-465 1 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ , 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Wanted: Church builder (full -time minister) fo r 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 

to all" of this diverse life-styles rie-less, informal, 
fa mily-stressed, mega-church cu'lture. Send resume 
to bgroveswon@eanhlink.ner for a prospectus." 

Minister wanted: Need expe rienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
resume to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marsh field, MO 65706. (4 17) 468-4 161 

Full - t ime, experienced co nservative preacher 
wanted for small (25 +) congregation in Louisville, 
Miss. Providing partial support would be helpful. 
Ideal for the retired who wishes to continue in 
God's work. Will consider those interested in part· 
time work. Please send resume to P.O. Box 427, 
Louisville, MS 39339. (601) 677-3878. 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeki ng 
irs first full -rime minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of H ouston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spi ritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
succc:ss in building congregational harmony and 
teamwo rk through sound, scriptural reaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 (new phone number) 

Full-time conservat ive preacher wanted for small 
(35 +) size congregation in Wewahitchka, FL. 
(approx. 20 mi. from Panama Ciry. Ideal for the 
retired who wishes to continue in God's work. 
Will consider those interested in part-time work. 
Please se nd resume and recent tape to 445 
Creekview Dr., Wewahitchka, FL 32465, or call 
(850) 639-3218 or email Wewachurch@aol.com. 

Preachers Available 
Mi n is ter avai lable for pulpit p reaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Back to t he Bibl e Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectures hip Books o n Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1997), The Godhead (1 998). Limited 
quantity of The Godhead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Church Bulletins Bound - $25.00. Please call 
W innco 1-800-494-6626 or visit our web page 
http://winnco.homepage.com/binding.html 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avonda(e 
- an act ive congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Insti tute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 
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Coffman Commentaries 
By ..James Burton Coffman 
New Testament Series ••••••••••••••••••• $18.95 each 
Volume I ................................................................. Matthew 
Volume II ..................................................................... Mark 
Volume III ..................................................................... Luke 
Volume IV .................................................................... John 
Volume V ...................................................................... Acts 
Volume VI .............................................................. Romans 
Volume VII ............................................ 1 and II Corinthians 
Volume VIII ....................................... Galatians, Ephesians 

.................................. Philippians, Colossians 
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Reverence for God's Representatives 
By Roy J. Hearn 

Psalm 89:7 reads, "God is greatly to be feared in 
the assembly of the saints, and to be had in 
reverence of all them that are about Him." 

This generation has lost that grace of soul culture -
reverence for God, or profound respect mingled 
with awe. God is taken too lightly. If one does not 
know how to do so, he cannot be sure he does rever
ence God. To show proper respect for God, one 
must respect the following: 

God's Representative on Earth. The angel Gabriel 
was sent to the prophet Daniel as a representative of 
God, and Daniel fell on his face out of respect for 
God's messenger (Dan. 8:16-17). Twice an angel of 
the Lord appeared to the apostle John on the Isle of 
Patmos, and out of respect John fell down to worship 
him, because he was God's messenger, but the angel 
would not allow it (Rev. 19: 10; 22:8-9). The flag of 
this country represents the United States and all 
proper citizens show respect for it. Some do not, but 
would desecrate this great symbol to the disgust of 
most citizens. One needs to know God's representa
tives, otherwise he is unable to show respect for God. 

The Name of God Is His Representative. "And the 
lord descended in a cloud, and stood with him [Moses] 
there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord ... and 
Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the 
earth, and worshiped" (Ex. 34:5-7). Note the traits 
of God's character revealed in these verses: (1) Mer
ciful. (2) Gracious. (3) Longsuffering. (4) Abundant in 

goodness. (5) And truth. (6) Keeping me.rcy for thou
sands. (7) Forgiving transgressions and sins. His name 
must be hallowed! Aaron and his sons were forbidden 
to profane God's holy name (Lev. 22:2, 32), that he be 
hallowed among the children of Israel. Jesus taught 
the disciples to pray, "Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name" (Matt. 6:11) . 

When the Lord appeared to Abraham he fell on 
his face before the Lord in reverence for him (Gen. 
17:1-3; 18:1-2). When the Lord spoke to Moses out 
of the burning bush, he was told to put off his shoes 
from his feet, for the ground upon which he stood was 
holy (Ex. 3:5-6). The same was true when the captain 
of the Lord's host appeared to Joshua. He was told to 

"loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground" Oosh. 5: 15). 

"Holy and reverend is His name." It is not to be 
profaned or taken lightly or frivo lously (Psa. 111 :9; 
Ex. 20:7}. The spirit of this age is to use God's name 
in the most shocking and disgusting profanity. It has 
been used in the rankest form on the movie screen 
and te levision programs. Often it is used blasphe
mously. Prayers are flippantly sent forth to him. 
Young people are often not taught to respect God's 
name. Many educators oppose it, while showing re
spect for infidelity. 

The Bible, God's Word, Is His Representati11e on 
Earth. God is not here in the flesh as was l-hrisr. 
Jesus was called Emmanuel which means "God with 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Actors or Pawns? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Look you, Doubloon, your zodiac here is the 
life of man in one round chapter . ... To be 
gin: there's Aries, or the Ram - lecherous 

dog, he begets us; then, Taurus, or the Bull - he 
bumps us the first thing; then Gemini, or the 
Twins- that is, Virtue and Vice; we try to reach 
Virtue, when lo! comes Cancer the Crab, and 
drags us back; and here, going from Virtue, Leo, a 
roaring Lion, lies in the path - he gives a few 
fierce bites and surly dabs with his paw; we es
cape, and hail Virgo, the virgin! that's our first 
love; we marry and think to be happy for aye, when pop comes 
Libra, or the Scales - happiness weighed and found wanting; 
and while we are very sad about that, Lord! how we suddenly 
jump, as Scorpio, or the Scorpion, stings us in rear; we are cur-
ing the wound, when whang come the arrows all round; Sagit-
tarius, or the Archer, is amusing himself. As we p luck out the 
shafts, stand aside! here's the battering-ram, Capricornus, or the 
Goat; full tilt, he comes rushing, and headlong we are tossed; 
when Aquarius, or the Waterbearer, pours out his whole deluge 
and drowns us; and, to wind up, with Pisces, or the Fishes, we 
sleep (Herman Melville (1819-91), U.S. author. Stubb, in Moby 
Dick, ch. 99 (1851). 

There are some who cling to the idea that an unseen power 
controls human behavior, both present and future. 

Kings have subscribed to this foolish notion (1 Sam. 28:7). 
Jehovah warned Israel against such superstition (Deut. 18:10-

12). 
Witchcraft (sorcery) is a sin of the flesh (Gal. 5 :22). 
The deceptive human heart often leads to paths of folly. There 

is the persistent suspicion that everything is pre-ordered and un
changeable. So people look to the stars, or mediums (chandlers), 
or fortune-tellers, or tarot cards to see what has been predeter
mined by ghost, or angel, or deity. 

This delusion is hard to kill - and 'the most religious succumb 
to the fancy that fate has prescribed every detail of human exist
ence and behavior. Some call it astrology and others call it God. 

Both are wrong. 
Does God absolutely know all the future? Does he know who 

will live, what they will do, and whether they will be saved? Does 
he know when and how each person will die? 

If he knows these things, then they are immutable. If God, in his 
Sovereignty, knows the hour of your birth and death, then these 
things are unchangeable. No need to fret. If Jehovah maps out your 
life in advance, nothing can change it, for he is God. Why go to a 



doctor or even have your teeth cleaned? If God already knows how 
you are going to die and when, it cannot be altered. 

If what God foreknows can change, then it is not foreknowl
edge in any meaningful sense. 

An inescapable trap for those who suppose God foreknows ev
erything is, if he does, then we are mere pawns in the invisible 
hand of a supreme power. God is the sole actor in the universe 
and is alone responsible for all human events - life, death, and 
man's everlasting future. The malicious, atheistic doggerel (a 
parody of the Doxology) becomes an unbearable truth that feeds 
unbelief: 

Blame God from whom all cyclones blow, 
Blame him when rivers overflow, 
Blame him who swirls down house and steeple, 
Who sinks the ships and drowns the people. 

It cannot be that God foreknows and/or foreordains every
thing that happens to us in this life. 

Take a Bible example. Moses was on the mountain. The people 
at the base of Sinai were making a god out of gold and throwing a 
wild party in honor of their handmade deity. God knew this. Moses 
did not know it. God said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and, 
behold, it is a stiffnecked people: now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and 
I will make of thee a great nation" (Ex. 32:9-10). 

Did God foreknow that he would not do what he told Moses 
he was about to do? 

Did God lie to Moses? 
If God knew and foreknew that he was not going to destroy 

the people, then it was immoral for him to make Moses think he 
was going to do it. What kind of a God would say that he in
tended to wipe out an entire nation in his hot anger, when he 
knew all along that it was a joke- heavenly horseplay? 

Moses obviously thought God would do what he threatened 
and began to plead with God to relent. (Ex. 32:11-13). We are 
told that God repented (Ex. 32:14). The word here translated "re
pented" means, "to be sorry, to console oneself, to regret, to com
fort, to be comforted, to be moved to pity, to have compassion, to 
rue, to suffer grief." 

Does that look like God changed his mind? If God foreknew 
he would destroy the people, but repented of what he foreknew 
he would do, then what does that do to the foreknowledge of 
God? 

If God foreknows something, but it does not come to pass, 
then his foreknowledge is faulty. An infinite God cannot have fi
nite foreknowledge. A perfect God cannot have imperfect fore
knowledge, but he can have no foreknowledge - because he is 
God! 

God has power to foreknow or not to foreknow. 
God does foreknow some things, otherwise no prophecy 

could ever come to pass. The things God foreknows cannot be 
changed. God cannot repent of them. If they can be changed then 
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his foreknowledge is flawed and he is not God. Any
thing that can be changed, God did not and could 
not absolutely foreknow. 

God foreknew and foretold that Jesus would be 
born in Bethlehem. After the prophecy was written, 
could God have changed his mind and have Jesus be 
bominRome? 

If you answer yes, then prophecy is mindless, 
poindess, and worthless. 

If you answer no, then the foreknowledge of 
God is permanent and unchanging. 

If what God foreknows must come to pass ex
actly as God foreknows- if it cannot be changed
then the foreknowledge of God amounts to predesti
nation. It is not predestination, but it has the same 
effect, or result as foreordination. 

If God foreknows who you are, where you will 
be born,- where you will go to school, what your 
name will be, what kind of secular work you will do, 
who you will marry, how many children you will 
have, where you will live, and how and when you 
will die, then your life is determined by divine fiat. 
You cannot change it. You may as well sit under a 
tree and wait for the purpose of God to be accom
plished in your life. 

If God has predetermined everything about your 
life, then you have no choice, and no accountability. 
As Omar the Tent Maker said of life determined by 
fate, 

'Tis all a checker-board of nights and days 
Where Destiny with men for pieces plays: 
Hither and thither moves, and mates, and slays, 
And one by one back in the Closet lays. 

Omar's caustic comment kills the delusion of Is
lam and the Koran, which was the only religion he 
knew, but not the Bible because it does not touch the 
central thought of divine revelation, which is: 

• Man is made in the image of God, and man is 
therefore rational, responsible·, and accountable. 

• Humans are not pawns pushed from square to 
square by some irresistible force. 

• There is a sense ip which each person is "the 
master of his fate and th~ captain of his soul." 

• When a person does wrong, he is responsible 
for his lawlessness. This is called sin (2 Thess. 2:7; 1 
John 3:4). 

•Therefore there is need of salvation (Heb. 8:8-
12). 

If we have no choice - no election - but are 
under a compelling power outside of ourselves, then 
there is no wrong or right in what we .do. We are 

4 t':: Foun~~~~ 

mete machines whose broken parts may need to be 
replaced, but have no conscience because they can
not control their actions. We do not bring machines 
into the halls of justice and incarcerate or execute 
them to reform other machines. 

Those who chatter about trying to discover the 
obscure plan God has for their lives think God hides 
from them his agenda for their individual life. Such 
people appear to think they have to practice a kind 
of divination to find out what God has in mind for 
them. They look for a hidden knowledge and insight 
through the direct contact of human intelligence 
with the supernatural. The practice is closely allied 
with pagan religion where information is sought 
through a psychic medium, a person supposedly en
dowed with supernormal receptivity. In ancient 
Greece, the oracle at Delphi passed into a trance and 
uttered divine messages. Other ancient practices in
cluded divination by dreams and necromancy, the art 
of conjuring up revelations from the souls of the 
dead. Another type of divination involves interpreta
tion of natural phenomena. In antiquity, the inspec
tion of animal entrails and the study of bird activity 
were common. 

There is a difference in knowing and foreknow
ing. God may know everything but chose to fore
know only things that are necessary for him to fore
know to work out his eternal plan for the salvation 
of his human creature. God has power to know and 
foreknow, and he has power to know and ·not fore
know, otherwise his power is finite. 

Instead of presenting us with puzzles and riddles, 
God tells us in plain language the principles by 
which we are to live and leaves it up to us to apply 
the rules for the road to our daily lives. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction which is in righteousness. That the man 
of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work (2 lim. 3:16-17). 

The Bible reveals that we shall all stand one day 
before the God who made us and be judged by the 
standard of his law (Eccl. 12:14; Rom. 2:16; 2 Cor. 
5:1o; John 12:48). 

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat 
upon it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was found no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, the great and the small, stand
ing before the throne; and books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of the things 
which were written in the books, according to 
their works (Rev 20:11-12). 



If the pattern of each person's life is laid out in 
advanc~, like a blueprint, and if this is done by an 
Omnipotent Being whose dictates can not falter, 
then judgment and condemnation would be ruthless, 
unjust, and merciless. It would be intellectual hitting 
below the belt. Since this cannot be true of God, we 
are sure that the details. of our lives are not preset by 
God's Almighty Hand. 

There cannot be absolute predestination. 
Still, it is true that God does predestine some 

things. He must foreordain those things that he has 
prophesied will come to pass. Things that are neces
sary to the working out of his salvation promise. 
However some of these events may have contingent 
features, which, once again, brings human will into 
play. 

Those things God has predestined to happen will 
happen. 

Even as he chose us in him before the founda
tion of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blemish before him in love: having fore
ordained us unto adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ unto himself, according to the good plea
sure of his will (Eph. 1 :4-5). 

God foreknew from all eternity and therefore 
predestined that he would send his son to save our 
sinful race (Eph. 3:9; Matt. 13:35; Eph. 1:4; 2 Tim. 
2:9). God also foreknew and foreordained what the 
plan of salvation would be (Eph. 1:9; Jer. 31:31-34). 

God forekpew and predetermined both the man 
and his plan. All things necessary to the coming of 
Christ and the perfection of the purpose of God for 
humanity had to happen just as God planned them. 

It was a part of the divine intention for man who 
sins by his own choice to be saved or lost by his own 
choice. Those who receive the gospel message and 
obey it judge themselves to be worthy of eternal life 
(Acts 13 :46). Those who hear the message but de
cline its blessings judge themselves unworthy of eter
nal life (Acts 13:46). 

God sends no one to hell, but men who dis
qualify themselves for heaven by thrusting God's 
saving gospel from them, send themselves to hell. It 
is their choice and not God's immutable act. If there 
are only two alternatives, and a person rejects one of 
them he, by that act, chooses the other. 

Salvation is contingent on man's obedience, and, 
therefore, individual salvation may not be fore
known and predestined. 

So, there is - and there is not - foreknowledge 
and predestination. The scheme of redemption was 
decided before God made the earth, but whether the 

individual is saved or lost depends on his submission 
or rebellion. 

For whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren: 
and whom he foreordained, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified (Rom. 
8:29-30). 

Therefore "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be con
demned" (Mark 16: 16). 
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Reverence 
for God's Representatives 
(continued from page 1) 

us" (Matt. 1:23 ). Of course, Christ is also Deity, or 
God, but is not the Father. Even though this is true, 
it is amazing that many people did not respect Christ 
while he was on earth, and many do not today. 

One can show reverence and respect for God as 
he respects his representative, the Word. Mter Jesus 
ascended to the Father, he sent the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles as his representative. Through them the 
Holy Spiri t revealed all the will of God Qohn 
16: 13-15). Please note that it is there said the Spirit 
came to glorify Christ, not himself. The apostles 
were qualified as ambassadors of Christ by the Spirit 
(2 Cor. 5:18-20). 

Jesus said to the apostles, "He that receiveth you 
receiveth Me; and he that receiveth Me receiveth Him 
that sent Me, (Matt. 10:40). Luke 10:16 adds: "He 
that despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that 
despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me., Jesus was 
not referring to the apostles personally, but to them 
as his representatives. Therefore, anyone today who 
does not respect the word of Christ delivered to the 
apostles and other inspired writers of the New Testa
ment does not respect and reverence God. 

God revealed his Word to the apostles by the 
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-13), which he sent through 
Christ Qohn 14:16). In that way God now speaks to 
the world through Christ (Heb. 1:3). The Word of 
God is living and active, quick, and powerful (Heb. 
4: 12). It is not a dead letter as some sectarian 
preachers claim. 

The gospel - which is the Word of God - is 
God's power to save all who accept and obey its 
commands (Rom. 1:16-17). It is troubling that so 
many, or any, disregard this! The wisdom of God is 
contained in his Word, the Bible (1 Cor. 1:18-27). 
"Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what 
the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5: 17). 

Paul commended the wisdom of the obedience of 
fa ith when he wrote, "For your obedience is come 
abroad unto all men. I rejoice therefore over you: but 
I would have you wise unto that which is good, and 
simple unto that which is evil, (Rom. 16:19). 
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The Priesthood of Believers 
By Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

Through the Middle Ages the thought pre 
vailed in the West that the Roman Catholic 
Church was the sole dispenser to people of 

the grace of God. The church claimed to be God's 
representative on earth. The alleged validity was 
based on the doctrine of Apostolic Succession by 
which the authority of the apostles was transferred 
to every priest of the church by means of the laying 
on of hands in an unbroken chain of episcopal ordi
nation stretching back to our Lord's charge to Peter 
(Matt. 16:18-19).1 

The priesthood was an essential part of the mon
archy that the church had become; salvation did not 
exist outside its boundaries. 2 As Harnack put it: 

No good Catholic Christian doubted that in 
spiritual things the clergy were the divinely ap
pointed superiors of the laity, that this power 
proceeded from the rights of the priests to cel
ebrate the sacraments, that the Pope was the real 
possessor of this power, and was far superior to 
all secular authority. 3 

Thomas Aquinas declared that every human 
must submit to the Roman Pope. 4 

The church was the sole authoritative and infal
lible interpreter of scripture. God's grace flowed 
through the seven sacraments: marriage, baptism, 
confirmation, ordination, the mass, penance, and 
the last rites. The clergy, by the virtue of the sacra
ment of ordination, alone had the right to celebrate 
the sacraments. 5 This claim made a clear cleavage 
between the clergy and the laity. The people were 
entirely dependent on the priests for access to God's 
grace. The church organization with the Pope at the 
head controlled the priests. If the Pope or his repre
sentatives the cardinals and the bishops for any rea-

son issued an interdict against a person, city, or dis
trict, all hope of contact with heaven came to an end 
until the offender was absolved. The high water 
mark of papal claims came in the 13th century with 
the decree Unam sanctum issued by Boniface VIII. 6 

One might compare the system to a lake of water 
impounded behind a dam. The merit of the sacrifice 
of Jesus has filled the lake with an inexhaustible sup
ply of grace, but each saint who does more than is 
required for personal salvation adds to the supply 
(treasury) of merit.7 That grace is transferable to the 
sinner who is in need; but the church has a mo
nopoly on the pipes by which to transfer the gift. It 
can shut off the grace of God from those who defy 
its rules. It is this chokehold that gave the church 
and the papacy their power over Western Europe 
prior to the Reformation. It is this absolute control 
that caused Henry IV to go to Can ossa in 1077 and 
stand barefoot in the snow in penitent's garb three 
days until Pope Gregory VII absolved him of his of
fense. 

Luther did ilot begin the Reformation with a 
fully developed concept of the priesthood of all be
lievers. Thesis seven of his ninety-five theses stated, 
"God never remits guilt to anyone without, at the 
same time, making him submissive to the priest, His 
representative. "8 

Luther, seeking peace of soul, went to extremes 
of penance engaging in long vigils, fastings, and cast
ing off his clothing; but he found no peace.9 Out of 
his personal struggles, Luther came to the conviction 
that salvation is by faith. He had not found that in
ner peace through personal struggles, the machinery 
of the church's administering the sacraments, or in 

1John Marlowe, The Puritan Tradition in English Life (London: The Cresset Press, 1956), 27. 
1'f. M Lindsay, A History of the Reformation (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1906), 1:3. 
3A. Harnack, History of Dogma (London: Williams & Norgate, 1899), 6: 132n. 
"Lindsay, 1:4 . 
.sR.H. Bainton, The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century (Boston: Beacon Press, 1952), 10, 11. 
'A.C. McGiffert, A History of Christian Thought (New York/London: Scribner's Sons, 1953), 2:340. 
7Bainton, i3. 
1English translation in J. Dillenberger, Martin Luther (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1961), 491. 
'Bainton, 29. 
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the way of mysticism. He obtained a doctor's degree 
and busied himself in a chair of biblical studies. His 
thought moved from the wrath of God to the mercy 
of God. Luther became convinced of divine forgive
ness through God's compassion, not by merit or ac
tion of man. Man needs only to believe and accept 
that compassion. He became convinced that if he 
would find peace by a direct relation with God, so 
could others. 

In his treatise The Babylonian Captivity of the 
Chur~h, Luther challenged the Catholic doctrine of 
the sacraments. With this treatise's publication, ob
servers remarked that the breach with the Papacy 
was irreparable. Luther denied that the saints had 
any merits that could either save them or be trans
ferred to others. The individual did not need the 
church to interpret scripture for him. He could read 
it for himself. For this purpose, Luther prepared and 
published his German translation of Scripture. The 
individual did not need the church as the infallible 
teacher. Any Christian could teach another the Word 
of God. The individual did not need a priest other 
than the Christ to stand between him and God. He 
was his own priest. He could come directly to God 
with his self-dedication, confession, praise, prayers, 
and offerings. 

Luther reduced the sacraments to two: baptism 
and the Lord's Supper; but he redefined the meaning 
of these as sacraments. In the Mass, Calvary is not 
reenacted. The Eucharist is an act of fellowship and 
thanksgiving as the name Eucharist suggests.10 At the 
same time~ Luther did not dispense with Scripture, 
church, and sacraments. It was control of them that 
he rebelled against. Luther would not have seen ev
ery person as a law to himself doing his own thing. 
The Christian was the freest of all people but was 
the most bound of all people. 

All Christians are priests, but in the interest of 
good order, some are selected for the performance 
of particular functions. 11 I~ this way· the priests are 
reduced to mere ministers.12 Before Luther, some 

1"Bainton, 48. 
11Bainton, 47. 
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sectaries had contended that an evil priest couldn't 
communicate the sacrament.13 Luther saw the valid
ity of baptism and·the Eucharist as not dependent on 
the worthiness of the one administering them. The 
hypocrisy of the preacher does not make the Word 
of God a lie. Faith on the part of the recipient of the 
Lord's Supper is necessary. ·Luther had a problem in 
his retention of infant. baptism in that the child being 
baptized was not capable of faith. He solved the 
problem for himself by considering that the faith of 
the sponsors was adequate in this case. 

Luther insisted that the one priest was Jesus 
Christ alone, called a priest because of the sacrifice 
he offered.14 Ministers in the church have such des
ignations as apostles, evangelists, bishops, presby
ters, and shepherds because of their preaching and 
other service, but not because of their sacrifices. 15 

Every Christian born of water and Spirit is a priest, 
and all priests are Christians. Luther declared ac
cursed the statement that a priest is something differ
ent from a Christian.16 The Christian is a priest not 
by appointment or ordination but by birth in bap
tism.17 The letter,. 1 Peter, speaks to all Christians. 
Those who do not believe are not priests.18 

Luther saw as a manifest lie the papal claim that 
the pope has the sole right and power to ordain by 
the fact that the power was given to Peter and that 
Peter assigned it to the pope in Rome.19 

We are an priests, and our praying is the burning 
of incense.2° Certain ones of the group can be se-· 
lected to preach, teach, and rule as servants of the 
others. Such a one does not become a priest because 
of his position; and when he ceases to function, he 
again becomes a part of the common multitude of 
Christians. The preaching office is no more than a 
public service conferred on someone by the congre
gation of priests. 21 

Those who serve in word and sacrament are not 
to be called priests. Paul speaks of "ministers of 
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God" but is 
not setting up a rank, order, or any kind of dignity. 

12Bainton, S0-51. 
13Bainton, 20. 
14E.M. Plass, What Luther Says (Saint Louis, Concordia, 1959), 1142. 
lSJbid., 1142. 
IISJbid., 1139, 
11Jbid., 1139. 
11Ibid., 1142. 
1'Jbid., 1139. 
20Jbid., 1139. 
21Ibid., 1140. 



He commends the work but allows the dignity of the 
priest to. remain with the people. 22 The Holy Spirit 
does not give the name priest to any of the apostles 
or to any other office but only to the baptized that 
are thereby born priests. In New Testament times 
there were no priests in the church separated from 
laymen. Such are creations of the devil. 23 

Luther objected to the pope's dividing people 
into clergymen and laymen. He denied that the so
called clergy received an indelible gih in what was 
called "holy orders," that is, in ordination. Though 
Luther had himself become a priest before his break 
with the Roman church, he later insisted that scrip
ture knew nothing of such. 24 As he would not allow 
the tonsured and anointed alone to be called Chris
tians, so he would not let them alone be priests. 25 

The Indelibility and eternity of the priest's priest
hood is a fiction. A minister can be deposed if he 
proves to be unfaithful just as a civil servant can be 
deposed.· 

David Chytraeus in 1569 summarized by point
ing out that the commands in the New Testament to 
sacrifice apply to all Christians alike. Each has the 
same command and right. Each can approach God 
praying and interceding to him for oneself and oth
ers. Each has the right to teach others and to confess, 
preach, and propagate the Gospel and Christ's ben
efits. All Christians are commanded to pass judg
ment on all doctrines and spirits, to approve right 
doctrine, and to recognize and reject false dogmas 
and the teachers of thelll. All alike have the power to 
bind and loose sins, that is to declare sins remitted or 
retained. The privilege of receiving and administer
ing the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper 
applies to all members of the church. Chytraeus re
jected any particular priestly order distinct from the 
laity but recognized that some persons by ability and 
training are more suitable to discharge the right of 
all than are others. No one should appropriate or 
discharge on his own authority the right of priest
hood that is common property to all. 26 

21Jbid., 1140. 
UJbid, 1140-1141. 
241bid., 1142. 
2SJbid., 1143 • 
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Relative Negation 
Versus Absolute Negation 

By Frazier Conley 

l though it is rarely referred to in commentar
ies, and is ignored by translators, serious 
Bible students (which all Christians should 

be) may want to examine what the Greek grammar
ians call "relative (or conditioned) negation." This is 
opposed to "absolute (or unconditional) negation." 
The construction is also called the "disjunctive nega
tive" and may be referred to as "disjunctive state
ments" or "disjunctive propositions." 

H the grammatical authorities are correct in their 
understanding of the construction, it could be a 
positive help in clarifying certain somewhat puzzling 
passages (I would call attention especially to Mat
thew 6:19-20; 9:13; 10:34; Luke 14:12-13; John 
6:27; 7:10; 12:30; 20:17(?); 1 Corinthians 1:17; 
4:20; Philippians 2:21; 1 Timothy 1:9; 2:9-10; 1 Pe
ter 3:3-4). 

The construction is formulated according to 
Blass, Debrunner, Funk's Greek Grammar (448 (1)) as 
follows: "au [not] ... alia [but] ... means "not so much 
... as" in which the first element is not entirely ne
gated, but only toned down." Zerwick explains that it 
means, "Not so much A as B" (Zerwick, Biblical 
Greek, #445). One may also compare Turner, Gram
mar of New Testament Greek, pp. 329-330; Thayer,s 
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Lexicon, pp. 28, 461; Winer, A Treatise on the Gram
mar of the New Testament, pp. 620-624; and A.T. 
Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament, 
pp. 1165-66. The construction is also sometimes 
thought to be present in negative statements in an 
incomplete form. 

Please regard the following examples more as 
suggestive than definitive. This list is not exhaustive, 
but it is an attempt to hit a number of the significant 
uses. 

One of the first examples which may be found in 
the New Testament is Matthew 6:19-20: 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for your
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 

The question could be asked, "Is Jesus forbidding 
Christians from having savings accounts?" The gram
matical rule of the disjunctive negative would answer 
no. According to the rule when you have a statement 
such as: "Not [this] but [something else]" the first el
ement following "not" is not entirely rendered void, 
but only toned down. So that the statement means: 
"Not so much [this] as [the other]." So that if we ap
ply the rule to Matthew 6 Jesus is saying, "Do not so 
much emphasize laying up treasure on earth, as you 
should laying up treasure in heaven." If we read the 
verse in this way we don't have a problem reconciling 
the saying with 2 Corinthians 12:14. 

In Matthew 9:13, Jesus says, "For I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners." Did Jesus not come 
to call the "righteous" at all? The rule would state 
that Jesus is really saying, "I did not so much come 
to call the righteous as I did to call sinners." 

Matthew 10:20, "For it is not you who speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you." 
Common sense would tell us that Jesus is hardly say
ing that the apostles were not doing any of the 
speaking at all, and in fact the last clause of the sen
tence says as much. Surely the speech was coming 
from their mouth and voice. It makes much more 



sense to apply the rule and render: "It is not so much 
you who are speaking, as it is the Spirit of your Fa
ther." 

Matthew 10:34, "Do not think that I have come 
to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring 
peace, but a sword." If we applied the words of Jesus 
absolutely we might be tempted to think that Jesus 
was contradicting himself. Elsewhere he says, "My 
peace I leave with you" Oohn 14:27), yet under
stood absolutely he says here : "I have not come to 
bring peace." However, if we apply the rule of the 
disjunctive negative it becomes less problematic: "I 
have not so much come to bring peace, as I have 
come to bring a sword." 

Matthew 20:23 (Mark 10:40), He said to them, 
"To sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared 
by my Father." Is Jesus affirming that he has abso
lutely no role at all to play in granting who is to sit at 
his right hand and his left? How would one reconcile 
this with his words, "All things have been delivered to 
me by my Father" or "All authority has been given 
unto me in heaven and on earth"? Surely it was in 
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some stnse a cooperative matter. Is he not rather say
ing (according to the grammatical rule): "It is not so 
much mine to grant, as it is my Father's." 

Matthew 20:28, "Even as the Son of man came 
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." Is Jesus absolutely denying that 
he was or is to be served? What then would we do 
with John 12:26? "If any one serves me, the Father 
will honor him. " It would make more sense to ren
der: "Even as the Son of man came not so much to 
be served but more importantly, to serve, and to give 

· his life as a ransom for many." 
Mark 5:39, "And when he had entered, he said to 

them, "Why do you make a tumult and weep? The 
child is not dead but sleeping." Is Jesus saying, "The 
child is not dead at all." There would be no miracle in 
that case. He is saying, "Because of my power, she is 
not so much dead, as her death is merely like sleep." 
This is, therefore, another example of relative nega
tion. 

Mark 9 :3 7, "Whoever receives one such child in 
my name receives me; and whoever receives me, re
ceives not me but him who sent me." Clearly, in the 
first part of the verse, Jesus affirms that to receive 
the humble is to receive him. So when he says in the 
next part of the verse that whoever receives him 
"does not receive me" he means, "does not so much 
receive me, as he receives God himself." 

Luke 10:20, "Nevertheless do not rejoice in 
this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven." When the 
apostles report with joy that demons are subject to 
them, the Lord does not rebuke them. He takes this 
as a sign that Satan himself is doomed. What he says 
next, by applying the rule is: "Do not so much re
joice in this, as you should rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven." 

Luke 12:4-5, "I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
those who kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do, but ... fear him who ... has power 
to cast into hell." Will anyone seriously suggest that 
we have an absolute command not to have any type 
of fear of those who can kill our bodies? Is it not bet
ter to apply the rule and suggest that the Lord is say
ing: "Do not so much fear him who can kill the body 
as you should fear him who can cast into hell." 

Luke 14:12-13, "He said also to the man who 
had invited him, "When you give a dinner or a ban
quet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
your kinsmen or rich neighbors, lest they also invite 
you in return, and you be repaid. But when you give 
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a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind." We have to ask if the Lord is really forbid
ding absolutely that we invite relatives to a banquet? 
The rule would give us a better sense: it is not so 
much good to invite relatives to dinner as it is better 
to invite those who cannot repay. 

Luke 23:28, "But Jesus, turning to them, said, 
'Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children.'" If Jesus is 
forbidding weeping for him, how shall we understand 
Mark 16:10? "She went and told those who had been 
with him, as they mourned and wept." Would this be 
a description of disobedience? The rule would have us 
to understand: "Do not weep as much for me, as you 
should weep for yourselves." 

John 6:27, "Do not labor for the food which 
perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal 
life, which the Son of man will give to you; for on 
him has God the Father set his seal." It should be 
plain to see that the Lord is not forbidding people 
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from working for physical food. Paul commands 
work for food (2 Thess. 3:10). The grammatical rule 
makes John 6:27 plain: it is more important to labor 
for spiritual food than for temporal. 

John 7:16, "So Jesus answered them, 'My teach
ing is not mine, but his who sent me."' Can it be ar
gued that the teaching Jesus gave was not his in any 
sense? The grammatical rule would suggest the fol
lowing meaning: "My teaching is not so much mine, 
as it finds its ultimate origin in God." Compare John 
14:24. 

John 7:28-29, "I have not come of my own ac
cord; he who sent me is true." The grammatical con
struction is not complete in this passage, but surely 
the sense is present: "I have not so much come of my 
own accord, as I have come by the will of God." 

John 12:30, "Jesus answered and said, This voice 
hath not come for my sake, but for your sakes." Even 
though the voice from heaven spoke to Christ and in 
response to his prayer, are we to take the words as if 
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the voice had in no sense whatsoever come for him? Is 
not the rule of the disjunctive negative applicable: 
"This voice has not so much come for my sake as it has 
for your sake." 

John 12:44~ "And Jesus cried out and said, 'He 
who believes in me, believes not in me but in him 
who sent me.'" Surely_ this verse is not self-contra
dictory. The grammatical rule would call for: "The 
believer in me believes not so much in me as he does 
in God." 

John 12:49, "For I have not spoken on my own 
authority; but the Father. who sent me has himself 
given me commandment what to say and what to 
speak." The rule: "I have not so much spoken on my 
own authority as God himself authorized me." Com
pare John 14:10. 

John 17:9, "I am not praying for the world but for 
those whom thou hast given me." Is there no sense in 
which Jesus prayed for the world when he prayed for 
the apostles? Surely there is some relationship. The 
grammatical rule would suggest the meaning: "I am 
not so much praying for the world as I am praying for 
these disciples." 

John 17:25, "0 righteous Father, the world has 
not known thee, but I have known thee." Would 
Jesus be affirming in his prayer that in no measure 
whatsoever had anyone known God except himself? 
Is it not reasonable to apply the disjunctive negative 
rule and" understand: "The world has not so much 
known thee as I have known thee." 

In the remaining passages I have placed the pos
sible construction in brackets: 

John 3: 17, "For God sent the Son into the world, 
not to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through him" [not so much to condemn as to 
save]. 

John 5:30, "I seek not my own will but the will 
of him who sent me" [not so much my own will as 
God's will]. 

John 7:10, "But after his brothers had gone up 
to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in 
private" [not so much publicly, as privately]. 
· John 12:47, "I did not come to judge the world 
but to save the world." [I did not so much come to 
judge the world as I did to save the world~] 

John 14:24, "The word which you hear is not 
mine but the Father's who sent me" [my word is not 
as much mine as the Father's]. 

John 15:16, "You did not choose me, but I chose 
you." [You did choose me, but not so much as I 
chose you.] 

John 15:22, "If I had not come and spoken to 
them, they would not have sin; but now they have 
no excuse for their sin" [not so much sinned as they 
now have]. 

John 20: 17, "Jesus said to her, 'Do not hold me, 
for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to 
my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God'" 
[do not so much cling to me, as it is more important 
for you to speak to the brethren]. 

Acts 5:4, "You have not lied to men but to God" 
[not so much lied to men as you have to God]. 

1 Corinthians 1: 17, "For Christ did not send me 
to baptize but to preach the gospel" [Christ did not 
so much send me to perform baptismal ceremonies 
as he did send me to preach the gospel]. 

1 Corinthians 4:14, "I do not write this to make 
you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved 
children" [not so much to make ashamed as I do to 
admonish]. 

1 Corinthian.s 4:20, "For the kingdom of God 
does not consist in talk but in power" [not so much 
in speech as it is in power]. 

1 Corinthians 7:4, "For the wife does not rule 
over her own body, but the husband does; likewise 
the husband does not rule over his own body, but the 
wife does" [each one does not have so much rule as 
the spouse does]. 

1 Corinthians 10:24, "Let no one seek his own 
good, but the good of his neighbor" [let no one seek 
his own well being so much as he does that of his 
neighbor]. 

1 Corinthians 15:10, "I worked harder than any 
of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God 
which is with me" [not so much I that worked as it 
was the grace of God]. 

2 Corinthians 1:9, "Why, we felt that we had re
ceived the sentence of death, but that was to make 
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the 
dead" [to rely not so much on ourselves as on God]. 

2 Corinthians 2:4, "For I wrote you out of much 
affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, 
not to cause you pain but to let you know the abun
dant love that I have for you" [not so much to cause 
pain as to love]. 

2 Corinthians 2:5, "But if any one has caused 
pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some mea
sure - not to put it too severely - to you all" [not 
so much to me as to all of you]. 

2 Corinthians 4:18, "Because we look not to the 
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen" 
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[not so much to things seen as to things unseen]. 
Ephesians 6:12, "For we are not contending 

against flesh and blood, but against the principalities 
... [not so much against human power as against evil 
spiritual powers]. 

Philippians 2.21, "They all look after their own 
interests, not those of 1 esus Christ" [They look more 
after their own interests than they do those of Christ]. 

Philippians 4:17, "Not that I seek the gift but I 
seek the fruit which increases to your credit" [not as 
much the gift as your credit]. 

1 Thessalonians 2:4, "We speak, not to please 
men, but to please God who tests our hearts" [not so 
much to please men as God]. 

1 Thessalonians 4 :8, "Therefore whoever disre
gards this, disregards not man but God, who gives 
his Holy Spirit to you" [not so much man as God]. 

1 Timothy 1:9, "Understanding this, that the law 
is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and 
disobedient" [not so much for the just, as for the 
lawless, etc.]. 

1 Timothy 2:9-10, ''Also that women should 
adorn themselves modestly and sensibly in seemly 
apparel, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
costly attire but by good deeds, as befits women who 
profess religion" [not so much emphasis on external 
beauty as on righteous deeds]. We may note that this 
explanation of the passage allows for some reasonable 
adornment by Christian women. Compare also 1 Pe
ter 3:3-4. 

1 Timothy 2:14, "And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman was deceived and became a trans
gressor" [not so much Adam as Eve]. 

1 Peter 1:12, "It was revealed to them that they 
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were serving not themselves but you" [not as much 
themselves as you]. 

1 Peter 3:3-4, "Let not yours be the outward 
adorning with braiding of hair, decoration of gold, 
and wearing of fine clothing, but let it be the hidden 
person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very 
precious" [not so much adorn the outward, as you 
should adorn the inward] . 

1 1 ohn 3:18, "Little children, let us not love in 
word or speech but in deed and in truth" [not so 
much in words as in deeds]. 

1 1 ohn 4:10, "In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
expiation for our sins" [love comes not so much 
from us as it does from God]. 

The risk inherent in the construction is readily 
apparent. When is the negative to be taken abso
lutely and when relatively? There are places where 
the construction is found, but the negative is clearly 
absolute (Matt. 18:21-22; Acts 10:41; Rom. 8:20; 
Gal. 5:6; Eph. 5:11). But, there are also many places 
where the construction is clearly relative and clearly 
helpful to understanding. Close attention to context 
and to parallel passages of scripture should be a safe 
guide for most cases. P. 0. Box 7 
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Social Commentary from Ken Gardner ... 

Hugh Hefner Way 

H ave you heard? Hugh Hefner is getting a 
street named after him. The city of Chicago 
has decided to honor the founder of the 

Playboy empire by naming a street after him. I don't 
know much about the city of Chicago, I've only 
driven through it a few times. But I know exactly 
where "Hugh Hefner Way" is. It's where men's clubs 
feature nude dancing. It's where prostitutes sell their 
bodies and their souls for a few dollars. It's where 
jails and prisons confine rapists and child molesters. 
It's where clinics treat patients with gonorrhea, 
syphilis, herpes, chlamydia, and other sexually trans
mitted diseases. It's where the sexually promiscuous 

die with AIDS. It's where abortion clini~s practice 
birth control by shedding innocent blood. It's where 
courts issue divorce decrees. It's wherever there are 
broken homes, broken hearts, and broken lives. 

But not far from Hugh Hefner Way there are 
schools with teachers who really do care about their 
students, there are hospitals with doctors who warn 
of the horrors of STDs, there are churches who sin
cerely want to help, and there are homes with parents 
who deeply love their children. Would to God that 
more would decide to get off the depraved detour of 
pornography and look for the safety and happiness 
that will never be found on Hugh Hefner Way. 

What Is Wrong with This Pidure? 

I guess I shouldn't be surprised anymore by what I 
read in the newspaper - but I still am. A recent 
article in the Plano section of the Dallas Morn

ing News says that the Turtle Creek Chorale, "a na
tionally known men's chorus based in Dallas," is go
ing to perform at the Plano Centre. Their perfor
mance here in Plano is controversial enough, be
cause most of the 225 members of this chorus are 
homosexuals. But to make matters even more con
troversial, the girls' choir at Clark High School is 
supposed to sing on the program. About half of the 
girls are refusing to participate in the same concert 
with a homosexual group. All of this is apparently 
creating quite a stir at the high school. And if that's 
not enough, this concert is being hosted by a Jewish 
synagogue in Richardson! The proceeds of this con
cert are going to help pay for a new educational 
wing at the synagogue! 

Now, let me see if I've got this right- a religious 
group in Richardson needs money to add on to their 
building, so they host a fund-raiser in Plano and invite 
singing groups to perform. A men's homosexual cho
rus and a girl's choir from a public school agree to 

· perform free of charge. Organizers sell tickets at $10 

and $20 each (tickets including a "wine and cheese 
pre-concert reception" cost $50!). Proceeds go to 
help pay for a new wing of a Jewish synagogue. You 
tell me - am I missing something here? What busi
ness does a public school choir have helping a Jewish 
synagogue raise money? And why would Jews ask 
homosexuals to help them raise money? For that mat
ter, why would homosexuals help Jews raise money? 
And why would any religious group try to raise money 
from the public? If their cause is all that important, if 
they are all that dedicated to their beliefs, then let 
them build their own building! 

If all this isn't confusing and shocking enough, 
what kind of entertainment do you think the homo
sexual chorus is going to provide? They've entitled 
their program "Paradise," and during 'the second half 
of the performance, which they call "Paradise on 
Earth," the singers change into "beach attire" (I hate 
to imagine over 200 homosexual men dressed, or, 
undressed, in "beach attire"). According to the news
paper article, The "paradise on earth" part opens 
and closes with a medley of Jimmy Buffett songs in
cluding "Margaritaville" and the infamously titled 
'Why Don't We Get Drunk and Screw?'" (If you are 
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offended because I have quoted this statement from 
the Dallas Morning News, I understand.) This chorus, 
singing these kinds of songs, is to perform for a reli
gious organization, and with a public school choir? 
I'm dumfounded - I truly don't know what to say. 
How far will people go? I guess when the Jews want 
money, and the homosexuals want acceptance, and a 

public school wants to please everyone, then watch 
out! Anything can happen - anything goes. 

The apostle Paul said that it is a shame even to 
speak of some of the things done by wicked people 
in secret (Eph. 5: 12). I'm embarrassed by the things 
they do out in the open! 3939 Merriman Dr. 
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The Bible 
By Hugo McCord 

Cities have said that Luke made three errors 
in Luke 2:1-3: 
1. "In those days Caesar Augustus ordered 

that a world census be taken" (Luke 1:1). Since the 
Roman and Greek historians do not mention a world 
census being ordered by the Roman emperor Caesar 
Augustus, reigning 43 years (29 B.C.-A.D. 14), some 
have said that Luke made a mistake. 

However, archaeologist W.M. Ramsy has found, 
on a temple wall in Ankara in Turkey, a copy of 
Augustus' words ordering the census Uoseph Free, 
Archaeology and History, p. 285). 

2. "This was the first enrollment made when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria" (Luke 2:2). How
ever, history shows that Quirinius was the governor 
of Syria 6-A.D. 11, several years later than the time 
Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to be enrolled 
in the census. An honest friend and lover of the 
Bible, Adam Clarke, a learned commentator, admits 
the difficulty, saying: 

It is easily proved, and has been proved often, 
that [Quirinius] was not governor of Syria till 
ten or twelve years after the birth of our Lord, 
so it is impossible that the census mentioned by 
the evangelist could have been made in the 
presidency of [Quirinius]. (The New Testament 
of Our Lord and Saviour jesus Christ, p. 369). 

And the esteemed lexicographer, Joseph Henry 
Thayer, also an honest friend and lover of the Bible, 
writes: "Luke in his Gospel2:2 has made a mistake 
(A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 
441). 

It is sad that those honest Bible lovers died before 
the accuracy of Luke was vindicated. The archaeolo
gist W. M. Ramsay found stones showing that 
Quirinius ·was the governor of Syria not only in 
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6-A.D. 11, but also in 8-4 B.C., designating him the 
"military governor" his first term, and the "civil gov
ernor" during his second Uoseph Free, ibid.). 

A study of two calendars helps solidify the fact 
that Quirinius was governor of Syria when Joseph 
and Mary arrived in Bethlehem. The Roman calen
dar was based on the founding of the city of Rome 
by Romulus and Remus: Anno Urbis Conditae, 
A. U.C., which in our calendar was 7 53 B. C. 

In A.D. 532 Emperor Justinian asked a monk, 
Dionysius Exiguus, to make a calendar based on the 
birth year of Christ. But Exiguus made a mistake. As 
he transferred the Roman calendar date of the death 
of Herod, in April of 749 A.U.C., to an A.D. (Anno 
Domini, "in the year of the Lord") calendar, he 
placed Herod's death in April of 4 B.C. But since 4 
B.C. means four years before Christ was born, we 
have the nonsense that Herod tried to kill the baby 
Jesus four years before he was born. The result is 
that the Christian calendar we use is at least four 
years in error, having Christ born in the early part of 
B.C. 4 or more likely, in 5 B.C. 

If Jesus was born in 5 B.C., that would be during 
the time that Quirinius was the military governor of 
Syria, 8-4 .B.C., which verifies Luke 2:2: "This was 
the first enrollment made when Quirinius was gover
nor of Syria." 

3. "And all went to enroll themselves, every one 
to his own city." Critics have said that the order for 
the Roman census did not require people to go to 
their own homes to register. However, · W. M. 
Ramsay has seen an Egyptian papyrus verifying the 
return home law Uoseph Free, ibid.). 

Thus all three of Luke's alleged three errors are 
no more. 



The Book of Books 
Three tributes to the Bible are refreshing: 

This book contains the mind of God, the state 
of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sin
ners, and the happiness of believers. Its doc
trines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histo
ries are true, and its decisions immutable. 

Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and 
practise it to be holy. It contains light to direct 
you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer 
you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, 
the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, the 
Christian's charter. 

Here paradise is restored, heaven is opened, 
and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand 
object, our good its design, and the glory of God 
its end. 

It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and 
guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayer
fully. It. is a mind of wealth, a paradise of glory, 
and a rtver of pleasure. 

It is given you in life, will be open at the judg
ment, and be remembered forever. It involves 
the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest 
labor, and condemns all who trifle with its holy 
contents (Anonymous). 

Another anonymous tribute is worth studying: 
Many years ago I entered the wonderful temple 
of God's revelation. I entered the portico of 
Genesis and walked down through the Old Tes
tament Art Gallery where the pictUres of Adam, 
Noah, Ab~aham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, 
Samuel, David, and Daniel hung on the wall. I 
entered the Music Room of the Psalms where 
the Spirit swept the ·keyboard of nature, and 
brought forth the dirge-like wail of the weeping 
prophet Jeremiah; to the grand, impassioned 
strains of Isaiah, until it seemed that every reed 
and harp in God's organ of nature responded to 
the tuneful touch of David, the sweet singer of 
Israel. I entered the chapel of Ecclesiastes where 
the voice of the preacher was heard, and I 
passed into the conservatory of Sharon where 
the lily of the valley's sweet-scented spices filled 
and perfumed my life. I entered the business 
room of the Proverbs and passed into the obser
vatory room of the prophets where I saw many 
telescopes of various sizes, some pointing to far 
off events, but all concentrated upon the Bright 
Morning Star, which was soon to rise over the 
moon-lit hills of Judea, for our salvation. I en
tered the audience room of the King of Kings 
and caught a vision from the standpoint of Mat
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. I entered the Acts 
of the Apostles where the Holy Spirit was doing 
his office work in the forming of the early 
church. I passed into the Correspondence room 
where sat Paul, Peter, James, Jude, and John 
penning their epistles. I stepped into the Throne 

of Revelation, where all towered into glittering 
peaks. I got a vision of the King seated upon his 
throne in all His glory, and I cried: 

All hail the power of Jesus' name 
Let angels prostrate fall, 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

It is no wonder that Sir Walter Scott said there 
was only one Book. 

MY BIBLE 
(Henry van Dyke, 1853-1933) 

Born in the East, and clothed in oriental form 
and imagery, the Bible walks the ways of the 
world with familiar feet, and enters land after 
land to find its own everywhere. It has learned 
to speak in hundreds of languages to the heart 
of a man. It comes into the palace to tell the 
mon~rch that he is a servant of the Most High, 
and mto the cottage to tell the peasant that he is 
a child of God. Children listen to its stories with 
wonder and delight, and wise men ponder them 
as parables of life. 

It has a word of peace for the time of peril, a 
word of comfort for the day of calamity, a day of 
light for the hour of darkness. Its oracles are re
peated in the assembly of the people, and its 
counsels are whispered in the ears of the lonely. 
The wise and the proud tremble at its warnings, 
but to the wounded and penitent it has a 
mother's voice. 

The wilderness and the solitary place have 
been made glad by it, and the fires of the hearth 
have lighted the reading of its well worn pages. 
It has woven itself into our deepest affections 
and devotion, memory and hope. It has put on 
the beautiful garments of its treasured speech, 
breathing frankincense and myrrh. 

Above the cradle and beside the grave its great 
words come to us uncalled. They fill our prayers 
with power larger than we know, and the beauty 
of them lingers in our ear long after the sermons 
they have adorned have been forgotten. They 
return to us swiftly and quietly, like the birds fly
ing from far away, like springs of water breaking 
forth from the mountain beside a long forgotten 
path. They grow richer as pearls do when worn 
near the heart. No man is poor or desolate who 
has this treasure for his own. 

When the landscape darkens and when the 
trembling pilgrim comes to the valley named the 
shadow, he is not afraid to enter. He takes the 
rod and staff of Scripture in his hand, and says 
to friend and comrade, 'Goodbye, we shall meet 
again,' and comforted by that support he goes 
toward the lonely pass as one who climbs 
through the darkness into light. 
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One People/One Faith 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Religious division is an abomination. God 
hates "a false witness that uttereth lies, And 
he that soweth discord among brethren." We 

are to be one people in Christ. But how do we avoid 
the rocks of political partyism in religion? 

Paul wrote: 
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye 
were called, with all lowliness and meekness, 
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye also were called in one 
hope of your calling; .one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over 
all, and in through all, and in all (Eph. 4:1-6). 

To be one we must recognize only one Lord. To 
be one people, we must embrace only one faith. In 
the shadow of the cross Jesus prayed for his disciples 
to be one people Uohn 17:20-21). The foundation 
for that unity must be a commonly held faith. 

To embrace "the faith," one must know precisely 
what Paul is referring to. The word faith is used 
many ways in the Bible. 

Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write 
unto you of our common salvation, I was con
strained to write unto you exhorting you .to con
tend earnestly for the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the 8aints Uude 3). 

Jude clearly called God's word "the faith which was 
once for all delivered unto the saints." 

"Faith" may also denote that which is believed, 
taught, and accepted as true. Paul speaks of the "one 
faith" both in the sense·of that which is made known 
and that which is accepted. Christians must all be
lieve, obey, and teach the same thing: 

Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name 
of our Lord jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment (1 Cor. 
1:10). 

To achieve unity of teaching we must accept a 
single authority. This raises the question of what that 
authority will be. One of the most popularly held, 
vigorously promoted, unquestioned religious beliefs 
is: "It makes no difference what a man believes just 
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so he thinks he is right, and feels he is right, then he 
is right." Thinking and feeling do not constitute a le
gitimate basis for Christian doctrine. A thousand 
times no! 

Everybody has a "thinker" and a "feeler." If 
what we think and feel is the basis for Christian 
faith, there never will be "one faith." This would im
ply Paul was wrong in announcing the existence of 
only one faith (Eph. 4:5), and that Jesus was wrong 
to pray for unity Uohn 17:20-21). If thinking and 
feeling are to be the standard for faith, we will have 
as many rules of faith as we have people. The 
thought is absurd on its surface. An army can have 
one commander, a ship can have one captain, and 
faith can have one standard. 

Every man is fallible. Therefore, he can not af
ford to depend upon what he thinks or feels as a reli
gious guide. Remember, Naaman said; "Behold, I 
thought" (2 Kings 5: 11). He did not like the recep
tion received from God's prophet. Sending a servant 
to address a man of power was insulting. Being told 
to dip in the muddy Jordan seven times was infuriat
ing. Naaman thought he was due pomp and circum
stance. He was sure there should be elaborate cer
emonies, solemn incantations, magic ~pells, and a 
great show. He was wrong. His thoughts were not 
God's thoughts (lsa. 55 :8-9). Man is always wrong 
when he exalts what he thinks above what God has 
revealed. Solomon wrote, "There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are 
the ways of death" (Prov. 14:12). 

Paul severely persecuted the church with a clear 
conscience (Acts 23:1). He was convinced his actions 
were carrying out God's will. He thought he was de
fending the faith, but he was wrong. His course of 
action was opposite God's will. All the self-described 
"faithful brethren" and brotherhood big-dogs sanc
tioned his actions, but God did not. Jesus asked him, 
"Why do you persecute me?" (Acts 8:4). 

Our feelings are controlled by what we believe 
to be facts. When your facts are not really facts, your 
feelings will be misguided. When this happens, you 
go off course, sometimes to the point of sin. 

We must not depend on what some man says 



about the Bible. Each Christian must learn the Bible 
for himself. It is imperative that Christians personally 
grapple with the text of scripture. Biblical instruction 
filtered through a man or a group of men is insuffi
cient, no matter how much confidence you have in 
them. Even the best men are sometimes wrong. Our 
evaluations are often incorrect. We may think we are 
hearing from a good man when he is an evil deceiver. 
Remember the lesson of the old prophet and the 
young prophet (cf. 1 Kings 13:1-25). The young man 
paid with his life because he did not - would not -
believe. The old prophet deceived him. He trusted 
the word of a man over a sure word from God and 
died. 

We urge our readers to evaluate articles based on 
personal Bible study. If the article squares with the 
Bible, accept it. If not, reject it. 

Sometimes this charge is made: "You think you 
are right and everyone else is wrong." I certainly 
think I am right. I am not a hypocrite. Yet, I do not 
make myself the standard by which others are 
judged. I can be mistaken, but God's Word never is. 

The Bible is the standard by which all shall be 
judged Uohn 12:48b), "The word I have spoken, the 
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same shall judge him in the last day." Paul wrote, 
"God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel" (Rom. 2:16b). We are saved 
or lost based on the way we receive God's truth, 
''And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free" Uohn 8 :32). Paul says Christ and his 
mighty angels will make a fiery entrance into history 
taking vengeance on those who do not know God 
and obey the gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-8). 

All Christians need to be concerned about what 
God says instead of worrying about what a political 
faction within the church says. We will face God at 
Judgment not the "editor-in-chief," preaching school 
director, university president, "ad-hoc committee," 
professor, or big-name preacher. 

It is possible for children of God to understand 
the Bible alike. The Lord made sure of that. When 
holy men of God were moved by the Spirit to write 
the New Testament, they were moved to write in 
"common Greek." It was written in the lingua franca 
of the ancient world. "Common" Greek was the lan
guage of the street and the market place. It was 
known and understood by common men. God made 
the message clear and plain, unlike the obtuse ob
scure language often used in his name today. 

The Bible is true and teaches only one thing. 
When we understand the biblical message, we will 
understand it alike. Whenever a difference of under
standing occurs, someone is misunderstanding. For 
example, suppose one teacher taught your child 
2+2=4; another taught 2+2 = 22; a third taught 
2+2=65; a fourth taught 2+2= 9. Would you dis
miss it with, "Well, after all, we can't all understand 
alike"? No indeed. You would go the superintendent 
and on to the school board if necessary. But knowing 
mathematics is not as important as knowing God's 
will. 

Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." How do you understand that state
ment? Can we understand it alike? Of course we 
can. God would not give us revelation, command us 
to be united on that foundation, and make it impos
sible for us to understand it alike. 

The church of Christ faces radicalism at two ex
tremes regarding biblical interpretation. Some breth
ren are pushing for a new approach. Abilene Christian 
University is in the forefront of the movement. The 
fruit of their efforts are distress, discord, division, and 
denominationalism. It is frightful to oppose ACU and 
her president, Dr. Royce Money. He is powerful, 
popular, and influential among churches of Christ. 

June 2000 19 
Firm Foundation 



But the course he has taken is dangerous to himself, to 
the university, and to the cause of Christ. I wish it 
were not necessary to oppose his efforts, but I cannot 
do otherwise. Under Royce Money's leadership 
ACU's professors and prominent graduates have 
plunged headlong into error. 

There is the advocacy of a subjective approach to 
the Bible. ACU Professor C. Leonard Allen argues in 
The Cruciform Church, pp. 29-30, that using biblical 
commands, examples, and inferences we constructed 
an exact pattern for belief and practice. He further 
contends that we thus reduced the Bible to an inert 
object, a compendium of separate facts and com
mands rather than a unified, personal story of God's 
acts and character. In the real world, the Bible factu
ally presents the unified story of a personal God gra
ciously acting in human history to save his people. 

Dr. Money's staff are pushing for a new herme
neutic. Their efforts are mostly aimed at discrediting 
the approach used in the past. The command, ex
ample, implication triad is offensive to them, but no 
legitimate alternative is offered. The old hermeneu
tic is what ] esus used when he confronted the devil 
(Matt. 4:1-11). His allusion to Israel's conduct, use 
of statements from the Deuteronomic text, and ap-
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plication of the implications to his situation demon
strated a hermeneutic analogous to the one generally 
operative among churches of Christ. But Carroll D. 
Osburn, Distinguished Professor of New Testament at 
Abilene Christian University and "Honors Professor 
of the Year" for 1991-92 objects to the Lord's ap
proach to biblical interpretation in his book, The 
Peaceable Kingdom. He argues for "controlled ex
egesis." 

"Controlled exegesis" led him to conclude on 
pp. 91-92: 

There should be room in the Christian fellow· 
ship for those who differ on ... whether instru
mental music is used in worship. There should 
be room in the Christian fellowship for whose 
who believe that Christ is the Son of God, but 
who differ on eschatological theories such as 
premillennialism, ecclesiological matters such as 
congregational organization, or stereological 
matters such as whether baptism is 'for' or 'be· 
cause of' the remission of sins. 

If we follow Osburn's "controlled exegesis" 
those teaching that baptism is not essential to salva
tion will be welcomed into our pulpits. The "praise 
team" will be allowed to retrieve their mechanical 
instruments and do what they have been advocating 
for years. The Bible will still say you put on Christ 
by being baptized into him (Gal. 3 :27). The Bible 
will still authorize vocal singing that teaches and ad
monishes, and the grammar will still require recipro
cal action. 

Members of the ACU staff advocate an immedi
ate guidance from the Holy Spirit. Professor 
Leonard Allen urges brethren to open themselves to 
the possibility of God doing something mysterious 
(The Cruciform Church). Whenever God acts di
rectly no force can resist. It does not matter if you 
are open to it or not. 

Allen's colleague at ACU, Darryl Tippens, claims 
the Spirit blows him about like a cool east wind. 
This allegedly enables him to "transcend the herme
neutic circle" and " by faith testify that we have en
countered and have experienced the Divine." 

During the 1992 ACU lectureship Carroll Osburn 
said he could no longer say that modern "tongue 
speaking" is not of God. Someone convinced that 
unauthorized innovations he wants implemented are 
the will of Spirit will range far from God. He will 
easily justify going beyond what is written. He will 
attribute "will-worship" to the leading of the Spirit . . 
But the Bible will still say "But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than 



that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed~ (Gal. 1:8). 

Prominent associates of ACU advocate a grace 
only view of salvation. Max Lucado, recipient of the 
1991 Abilene Christian University Young Alumnus 
Award, said on the Lubbock, Texas, radio station 
KJAK in December 19,6; "All you have to do is to 
call Him Father. Just call Him Father. Just turn your 
heart to Him even right now as I am speaking. Call 
Him your Father. And your Father will respond .... I 
want to encourage you to be baptized ... but I don't 
want you do any of that so that you will be saved. I 
want you to do all of that because you are saved." 
The Bible still says, "He that believeth, and is bap
tized shall be saved;" (Mark 16:16a). 

A member of the teaching staff at ACU articu
lated a vulgar view of the Christ. Andre Resner in an 
article entitled, "Christmas at Matthew's House," 
appearing in Wineskins (Nov. 1992, pp. 5-7), called 
the Lord's mother a "sexually questionable" woman. 
No God-hating atheist ever wrote more disrespectful 
words about our Lord. 

It is in this context I find Dr. Money's keynote 
lecture entitled, A Vision for the Third Millennium, at 
the ACU lectureship on Feb. 20, 2000, alarming. In 
his third major point Dr. Money calls on the church 
of Christ to "develop a greater spirit of tolerance 
and cooperation, both within our fellowship and be
yond." He ass:ures us, "The time has come for us to 
be active participants at the table with those who 
claim to be serious, conscientious followers of Jesus 
Christ. We have some things to contribute. We have 
some things to learn .... Our calling is to be at the 
table, not in the corner or out of the room entirely." 
Given the track record of Dr. Money's staff, I do not 
understand him to be calling for courteous careful 
Bible study with denominational people concerning 
disputed matters. No one should object to that. But 
to blend into the tepid evangelicalism currently 
popular is unacceptable. 

I am enjoying my thirteenth year of work with 
the Livingston Church of Christ. Through the years I 
have developed treasured friendships with some of 
the denominational preachers in town. We are re
spectful of one another, especially when discussing 
Bible subjects. But at no time have I led one to be
lieve I thought we were in the same camp. I have 
never left the impression I believe our differences 
are of little consequence. 

Some of them are not clear on the person of 
Christ. Others are unclear about the inspiration and 

authority of the Bible. None of them is clear on the 
government of the church, the worship of the church, 
or the work of the church. I value their souls too 
highly to "actively participate at the table" of denomi
national error. I will not lead them to believe it is of no 
consequence. It is! (Matt. 7:21-23; Matt. 15:9). 

We will never be one people by allowing our
selves to be dominated by politically or denomina
tionally driven men. You cannot be God's man if 
your primary allegiance is to a man or institution of 
men. You are not God's man, if your religious con
victions are derived from human words. There is no 
Abilene Christian University faith, Harding Univer
sity faith, David Lipscomb University faith, or Freed
Hardeman University faith. There is no Southwest 
School of Bible Studies faith or Memphis School of 
Preaching faith. There is no Wineskins faith, Firm 
Foundation faith, Gospel Advocate faith, Contending 
for the Faith faith, or Gospel journal faith ... 

There can be no sacred cows among God's 
people. There is one faith. It is found in the Bible. To 
be one people we inust believe what the Bible teaches. 
There is one true religious standard- his Word, "The 
word I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day" Uohn 12:48b). When problems arise and 
disputes develop, let us appeal to God's word abiding 
by what he says. Reject the manipulation, coercion, 
and domination of every political party. Walk in the 
light of his word. Walk tall. Live free in Christ. 
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(This article was first published in October 1940. The content of the article is as relevant and informative 
today as when it was first written, which shows once again that "the more things change the more they say the 
same.") 

Jesus Knew from the Beginning 
By C. R. Nichol (deceased) 

Jesus knew from the beginning who they 
were that believed not, and who 
should betray him Uohn 6: 64). 

Those attending Jesus during his personal minis
try did not have a proper conception of his mission 
on earth. They expected him to establish a kingdom 
with Jerusalem, Palestine, as the capital city, and rule 
the nations as a temporal, political king. There are 
teachers today who declare Jesus had that in view, 
but because the Jews rejected him as king, he tempo
rarily substituted another institution, called the 
church. At some date, not far removed, we are told, 
from the present, the Lord is to set in operation the 
kingdom he came to establish some nineteen hun
dred years ago. 
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to be a prophet, and appealed to him to solve a ques
tion of dispute during her day between the Jews and 
Samaritans. Some, she said, insisted that to engage in 
acceptable worship one must go to Jerusalem, and 
others were positive that only in Mount Gerizim 
could one worship righteously. She was anxious to 
have Jesus express his views. 

It is true that for a time Jehovah named Jerusalem 
as the place where certain acts of worship were to be 
performed - in the Old Testament age -but Jesus 
forever placed his veto on the doctrine that in Jerusa
lem only can one worship acceptably aohn 4:21). 

In the present study I am interested in having 
you look with me into the question: Was Judas 
Iscariot a devil all his life, or was there a time when 
he was a true disciple of Jesus? Was he a devil from 
the beginning? 

That Judas Iscariot was one of the twelve 
apostles is not a question of dispute with those who 
believe the Bible (Matt. 10:4-5; Mark 3; Luke 6). 
Not only was Judas Iscariot one of the twelve 
apostles, but he was the treasurer of the group a ohn 
12:6; 13 :29). 

When the Lord sent out the twelve, among other 
things he bade them "cast out devils" (Matt. 10: 8). 
The Lord himself declared: "Satan cannot cast out 
Satan" (Mark 3 :22-30). ·From this it must be de
clared that Judas Iscariot was not a "devil" when 
sent by the Lord to "cast out devils." It is declared 
that he would be the "familiar" friend of the Lord 
(Psa. 41:9). 

It would be necessary for me to revise my con
ception of the Lord before I could persuade myself 
that he deliberately selected a corrupt man to be the 
associate of the apostles and himself throughout his 
ministry on earth. Who can believe that Jesus se
lected a criminal at heart to be his companion? Such 
a precedent is not in harmony with our conception 
of the Lord. There is no place in the teaching of the 
Master, nor in his actions, for one to predicate that 
the Christ selected "false friends" to be associated 



with his disciples. For the wicked to be the constant 
companions of the righteous is contrary to the entire 
revelation of God. He who holds that Judas Iscariot 
was a "devil" all his life must insist that Jesus know
ingly selected such a character and associated him 
with the other disciples, or else Jesus did not know 
the character of Judas Iscariot when he chose him. 

By some one it is pointed out that Jesus "knew 
from the beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him" ijohn 6: 64). That Jesus 
knew from the "beginning" who believed not and 
"who should betray him" I steadfastly believe. Just 
here arises, with the careful student: To what "begin
ning" is reference made in this quotation? Surely it 
was not the beginning mentioned in Genesis 1: 1 ; 
not the "beginning " referred to in John 1: 1; not 
that pointed out in Luke 24:4 7. By some it is held 
that the "beginning" to which reference is made in 
the quotation is the time when Jesus selected the 
twelve; that the "beginning" under review in this es
say is the date from which Jesus associated himself 
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with the twelve. Join me in a short study of the ques
tion: To what "beginning" is reference made in the 
passage? 

The Jews, following the decline and destruction 
of the Davidic kingdom, which was one time the 
pride of the Hebrew nation, were dreaming through 
the centuries of the time when there would arise one 
out of the loins of David who would restore to them 
the honor and place in the world which formerly 
had been theirs - the first among the nations. They 
were longing; at the time when John the immerser 
appeared, for the king of David's loins, who would 
break the yoke of Roman rule, purge the land of the 
heathens, and bring them to a place in the sun. For 
four hundred. years there had been among them no 
prophet; hence, they were relying on the promises of 
a kingdom which was found in former revelations. 
When John appeared, lifting high his voice, he de
clared the kingdom was "at hand." By the thousands 
the people rushed out to hear this new teacher -
from their shops, the vineyards, the olive groves, the 
hills and valleys - yes, and from the temple itself 
the people go to hear the announcement of the near 
approach of the kingdom. When Jesus began his 
work, John declared that it was time for him to de
crease, while Jesus would increase. John soon fell on 
hard times, and was imprisoned. He sent to make in
quiry of Jesus; he would know if Jesus was indeed 
the promised one. ·To John, Jesus sent word by the 
messengers: "The blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them" (Matt. 11:6). 

At the instigation of an adulterous queen the 
death of John the immerser was demanded. Her hus
band, Herod, who had no respect for righteousness, 
while reveling in a birthday banquet, ordered John's 
head to be brought on a platter to his stepdaughter. 
His conduct is incontestable evidence of his unfit
ness for the position he held. 

When Jesus heard of the death of John the 
immerser, he withdrew from the multitude which 
thronged him, but soon they were again with him. He 
was touched with compassion when he saw them 
without food. He fed the crowd. His quiet dignity 
must have impressed the crowd with his royal charac
ter. Truly it was a striking contrast with that of the 
voluptuous feast celebrating Herod's birthday when 
human life was sacrificed to the vanity of an infuriated 
queen. What a contrast b~tween Herod and Jesus! 
Herod, the murderer; Jesus, the benefactor! The 
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people, disgusted as well as incensed at the conduct of 
Herod, determined to seize Jesus and make him king. 
"When Jesus therefore perceived that they would 
come and, take him by force, to make him a king, he 
departed again into a mountain" Qohn 6:15). With 
the popularity at that time attending Jesus, possibly it 
would have been no difficult act to have rushed him to 
Tiberias, forced the abdication of Herod, proclaimed 
Jesus the promised king of David's loins; and then the 
next step would have been to Jerusalem with the new 
king! Jesus, knowing the design of the crowd to force 
on him a crown which would demand the use of 
physical power, a crown which was never in the plans 
of heaven for the Master, dismissed his disciples and 
soon sent the crowd away, while he himself sought the 
asylum of the mountain and communion with Jeho
vah. The next day, on the other side of the Lake, the 
crowd again contacted Jesus; and though he fed them 
with the multiplied pones of bread, he now tells them 
that he himself is the needed bread for their souls -
that it was· necessary that they eat his flesh and drink 
his blood to have life. When they heard him declare 
that the bread he came to give them would perpetuate 
life- that he came to give eternal life- it dawned on 
them that he was not the hardhearted leader they 
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were seeking to hurl himself with them against the 
despised Roman hordes, overthrow the Herods, and 
give the Hebrews that for which they were longing. 
Though they knew Jesus had shown power over na
ture, multiplied the loaves and fishes, cured diseases, 
raised the dead, they were disappointed in him, for he 
deliberately turned them down - he refused to be
come their king. They thought of him possibly as an 
idealist, rather than a practical doer of things. When 
the crowd that Sabbath morning were convinced that 
Jesus would not become their king and lead them to a 
sweeping victory in defeating the Roman powers and 
establish a kingdom which would be the joy and pride 
of the Hebrew nation, they lost faith in him, and many 
of them went back and walked no more with him 
Qohn 6:66). Their idol, in their estimation, had "feet 
of clay" and toppled from the throne they envisioned 
for him. They deserted him! 

Judas was one of the number who so fondly be
lieved Jesus was the one for whom they had looked 
with such radiant hopes; but he, too, experienced a 
complete reversion of feelings. Jesus knew the entire 
school of apostles were disappointed, and asked if 
they, too, would go away. Peter answered that there 
was no other to whom they could go, that he had the 
words of eternal life. The reaction on Judas Iscariot 
when Jesus refused to be drafted as king entirely up
set him, and from the very "beginning" of this 
wholesale desertion of Jesus. Judas was a disbeliever 
in him; and Jesus knew his resentment as well as his 
disappointment, and saw in him the making of a be
trayer and deserter. Later, Jesus referred to him as a 
"devil." From that time, the "beginning" of this de
sertion of Jesus, he knew who would betray him, 
and to such reference is made. P. 0. Box 690192 
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Care with Words 
By T. Pierce Brown 

I just read a comment from an advertisement that 
said, "Denominational walls are falling - we 
are more willing to look for common ground 

than for points of difference." 
My first thought was_, "Isn't that wonderful!" 

But as I continued to look at the message, I discov
ered that the expression "Denominational walls are 
falling" did not mean that people were getting tired 
of being members of some denomination and 
wanted to be plain New Testament Christians. What 
it meant was it does not make any difference what 
denomination you belong to or if you belong to any, 
since one is as good as another. Let us have a church 
where the person who is sprinkled is accepted as a 
Christian as well as the person who is immersed, or 
who does neither. It means that if he accepts Jesus as 
his personal Savior, he is regarded as saved and 
s~ould be received into fellowship without regard to 
how widely his belief and practice differs from the 
New Testament teaching. "We look for common 
ground rather than at points where we differ" 
means that we accept any doctrine or practice 
whether or not it conforms to that authorized by 
Christ as long as there are a few points that seem 
similar, such as "There· surely must be some kind of 
God" and "Jesus has a lot of good teaching with 
which we agree." 

When we read, "Our faith is not so fragile that it 
can be compromised or destroyed by merely associ
ating with followers of Christ who are also strug
gling with how to follow him more perfectly," we 
feel a tendency to agree. That means not only may 
we "merely associate" with sinners as Christ did, but 
we may approve of their false doctrine and invite 
them to participate on lecture programs with the as
surance that since we are all imperfect, their imper
fections can be overlooked. "Followers of Christ" is 
defined as those who claim some sort of personal re
lationship with him, not as those who obey his 
teachings and teach others the necessity of obedience 
to his commands. 

If a person says, "If we really love the Lord, that 
is all that matters," I will praise his position if I 
know he means by that what Jesus meant in John 

14:15, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." 
And in 1 John 2:4, "He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him." 

But if I discover that he means, "If we really have 
a mushy sentimental feeling about Jesus and try to 
act spiritual, that is all that matters," my praise tends 
to disappear. We need to look beyond words or slo
gans and try to make sure that all we do in word or 
deed is done by the authority of Christ and to his 
glory (1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17). We also need to 
make sure that all the words or deeds we approve of 
are in the same category. 
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Thoughts on Restoration 
By Shan Jackson 

T he prophet Isaiah was among the first to men
tion the· establishment of the church. ~~d it 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the 

mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
jacob; and he will teach us his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the Lord from jerusalem'' (lsa. 2:1-2). 

A few centuries later Jesus announced that he 
would indeed build his church (Matt. 16:18). On the 
day called Pentecost, A.D. 33, just as Isaiah had 
prophesied and as Jesus had promised, the church 
came into being (Acts 2). Then we read, ~~d at that 
time there was a great persecution against the church 
which was at jerusalem; and they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of ]udaea and Sa
maria, except the apostles'' (Acts 8:1b). "Therefore 
they that were scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word.,, 

One band of refugees ended up in Antioch (Acts 
11 :26). It was from there that the gospel message be
gan to cover the world (Acts 13 :2). As a result congre
gations sprouted up throughout that region, and be
yond (Acts 14:23). Patd, who by this time had as
sumed the leading role in carrying the gospel to the 
Gentiles, left Asia and traveled extensively, preaching 
and teaching God's truth. Through the efforts of de
voted Christians, men and women all over the world 
learned the truth about Christ and salvation (Col. 
1:23). 

However, from the beginning - God's way has 
been the only way. In time men abandoned God's 
truth and as a result the church Jesus built was all 
but unknown for generations. Secular history 
records the corruption man brought into the church. 
By inspiration Paul had foreseen this falling away. 

. He told the elders of Ephesus, "For I know this, that 
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own 
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them" (Acts 20:29-30). 

26 ~'i: Found;~~~ 

The Spirit told Peter to write, "But there were 
false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction. And many will follow their pernicious 
ways: by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of" (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). 

The division and confusion of which Paul and 
Peter wrote was not pleasing to God. Jude warned, ~~It 
was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints" ijude 1:3b). 

God's word is emphatic: "Whosoever transgres
seth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God" (2 John 1 :9a). Almost the last inspired 
words from God's heart was a warning not to add to, 
or take away from God's revealed will (Rev. 
22:18-19). 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all tell us about 
the life of Jesus. For the most part the remainder of 
the New Testament explains the workings of the 
church. From before the foundation of the world it 
was God's plan for the redeemed to gather together 
in Christ (Eph. 1:3-10). Christ is the head of this 
gathering, which is his body (Eph. 1:22-23). That 
the work of God should be carried on in the church 
is -also part of God's divine purpose (Eph. 3:10-11). 
This is to be accomplished until the end of time. 

Men altered God's wQrd and apostasy, of course, 
resulted. Baptism of penitent believers "for the remis-
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sion of sins" (Acts 2:38) was changed to infant bap
tism and baptism for church membership. Immersion 
(Rom. 6:3-4) was changed to sprinkling, and called 
unessential. 

Men made many other changes in the divine plan, 
and this ruined the God given pattern. Efforts to 
check these inventions were met with violence and 
anger. Through the centuries the Bible was all but 
taken away from the average person. However, a few 
faith-filled Christians continued to study and practice 
the pure form of New Testament Christianity. They 
also continued to speak out against the corruption 
they were witnessing in religion. Through their ef
forts the Protestant Reformation was born. However, 
in time they also succumbed to the devices they had 
fought so hard to defeat. Their devotion to the truth 
opened their eyes, but they closed them again and 
established denominations which were as creed
bound as the churches they had left. Records of Chris
tians who realized that God was not being served by 
human institutions brought a determined and success
ful effort to restore the New Testament church. 

That was not an easy task. Man's ways have never 
been God's way (lsa. 55 :8). It has never been in man 
to direct his own steps Qer. 10:23). If the restoration 
of the church of the New Testament is to be preserved, 
we must be prompted by faith Qames 2:14-26). We 
have to submit to the authority of Christ as expressed 
in the New Testament (Matt. 28:18; John 12:48). We 
must realize that every plant which God has not 
planted "shall be rooted up" (Matt. 15:13 ). 

The work of restoring the church has enjoyed 
good success. Multiplied millions have been baptized 
into Christ according to the teaching of the new cov
enant. They worship and serve according to the direc
tions of scripture. But as the church was trying to re
store the original pattern many became "at ease in 
Zion" (Amos 6:1). Some involved in the serious busi
ness of restoration become confused by peer pressure 
and false reasoning. It has always been true that the 
chosen people of God may become dissatisfied with 
God's way and seek to establish their own system. 

Today the gospel is reaching many souls, many of 
them in nations far removed from our beloved United 
States. The strength of the Lord's church may ulti
mately be taken from America and given to others. 

Will history repeat itself? 
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Potpourri ••• 
This medley of current events is designed to 

keep us abreast of what is happening in the 
religious world - especially among those 

who claim to be New Testament Christians, but also 
among denominations. 

The drift of the present culture should signal 
what needs to be rebuked, and what needs to be en
couraged. Some things are good - other things are 
either bad, or not so good. 

Our society is filled with foul smelling things and 
ideas that are putrid - and, once in awhile, some
thing that is sweet and pleasant. Let there be more of 
the later and less of the former. 

The wise will be eager to know the proclivity of 
the day - not that it may be followed, but that it 
may be corrected, if it needs correction. If it needs 
approval, then, by all means, let us applaud. 

legislating Morality 
0 If you're going to Santa Cruz, Calif., be sure to 

leave any bad feelings at the city line. A group is try
ing to get a motion on the ballot to make the city a 
"hate free" zone. So if someone cuts you off in traf
fic or your barber gives you a bad haircut, you'll just 
have to smile (Reason, Feb. 2000). 

llotiJer love 
$Twenty-nine-year-old Diane Haunfelder was 

charged with theft in Waukesah, Wis., last month af
ter her 7-year-old son ratted her out as having di
rected him to shoplift a CD player and a camera 
from a Wal-Mart. 

However, according to authorities, Haunfelder 
claimed she was actually performing a public service 
by setting the boy up to get caught so that he would 
learn the consequences of crime. "I picked out the 
most expensive (items) so he'd get in trouble" (The 
Tennessean, Feb. 2, 2000- thanks to Tom Eldridge). 

ladtet 
$Richard Pergler, 41, was sentenced to 40 

months in federal prison for bilking nursing homes 
and the government out of $4.8 million in Medicare 
payments for ordinary adult diapers that were 
passed off as medically sophisticated "external uri
nary collection devices" (The Tennessean, Feb. 20, 
2000 - again thanks to Tom Eldridge). 
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In Conclusion 
0 In a Barrie, Ontario, murder case the lawyer 

for Jack Heyden, 55, explained why the prosecutor's 
theory (that Heyden and his son conspired to kill a 
man) was ridiculous: because Heyden thought his 
son was "useless." "Mr. Heyden wouldn't hire his 
son to cut the grass. Why would he hire him to kill 
somebody?" The two were convicted. 

OThe family of 15-year-old Lance Landers said 
it would appeal a January Alabama court decision 
barring the "emotionally conflicted" student from 
public schools. His mother insists he be main
streamed into the school system under the federal 
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act, even 
though he has allegedly assaulted his mother, threat
ened to kill students, punched the driver of a moving 
school bus, spit in cafeteria food, threw batteries at 
students, ranted during classes and regularly ad
dressed the principal with obscenities. 

$Former Pastor Eric Daniel Harris, 37, pled 
guilty in November to the 1996 arson that burned 
down the Kentucky Missionary Baptist Church in 
Saline County, Ark. According to a federal prosecu
tor, Harris said he did it because "there was a divi
sion among church members, and they needed a 
project to unify them" (Kudos to Tom Eldridge for 
sending the clipping from The Tennessean, Feb. 20, 
2000). 

Sermon ••" Discussion fodder 
OWhen Houston's First Unitarian Church holds 

its monthly "Q&A Cafe," no topic is out of order. 
People talk about the controversial, the serious 

and the mundane. Some lament unhappy childhood 
in more restrictive religious traditions. Others speak 
nostalgically of missing a connection with a religious 
community. Still others say they want to rear their 
children with a strong sense of values. 

Among a dozen people present at a recent meet
ing, many identified themselves as seekers. Ranging 
in age from 25 to 40-plus, they are part of the esti
mated 60 percent of Americans who called them
selves "spiritual" but not religious in a recent Gallup 
Poll. 

The people who come to the question-and-an
swer sessions for church newcomers often are as ea-



ger for intellectual openness as for answers. 
"I was looking for a place that was not condemn

ing and judging, and that was active in the commu
nity," Cindy Hernandez said. She has been worship
ping at First Unitarian, which has about 500 mem
bers, for almost a year. 

"What I've found since coming here is that it 
hasn't felt like a religious place, but it feels like a 
very spiritual place. That's what I enjoy," she said. 

People like Hernandez often seek out one of the 
nation's 1,010 Unitarian Universalist congregations. 
The Houston church at 5200 Fannin does not use 
Universalist in its name but is part of the 
216,000-member national denomination, which 
unites people of diverse beliefs, including even ag
nostics and atheists. 

"I think every Unitarian person I know would 
prefer to have someone talk about our church as a 
spiritual place as opposed to using the word 'reli
gious,,, · said the Rev. Gail Lindsay Mariner, First 
Unitarian's associate pastor. 

"Generally, when people talk about something 

being religious, they are referring to something that 
has a set form and structure, and has been handed 
down for generations," she said. "That's the part 
that they're aware of. But when people talk about 

. something spiritual, they're talking about a personal 
experience that somehow connects them to some
thing larger than themselves." 

The distinction is subtle. Sometimes it is unclear 
when a Unitarian Universalist tries to explain his or 
her faith perspective to more traditional believers, 
including Christians who believe Jesus Christ was 
raised from the dead and his death on the cross 
atones for the sins of humanity (Houston Chronicle, 
Feb. 5, 2000). 

It Won't Go Away 

$NEW YORK - In a long-awaited report, an 
Episcopal Church commission declined to take a po
sition on same-sex unions. If church leaders follow 
the report's recommendations, they would leave in 
place an unofficial policy that lets individual dio
ceses decide whether to bless homosexual marriages, 
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a position that has angered conservatives. 
"We are not ready, theologically or scientifically, 

to say a defining word about the life of homosexuals 
in the church," said the Standing Commission on 
Liturgy and Music, whose recommendations will be 
discussed at the church's national convention in July. 
"In the context of reverence - and humility - it seems 
best not to take absolutist positions on a national 
level." 

A paper by I. William Countryman, a New Testa
ment scholar, concludes that the Bible "is not defini
tive enough to demand a negative judgment on the 
present subject" (From New York by way of the Chi
cago Tribune, by courtesy of Old Friend Earl Davis). 

Romans 1:26-27 says: 
For this cause God gave them up unto vile pas
sions: for their women changed the natural use 
into that which is against nature: and likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward an
other, men with men working unseemliness, and 
receiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due. 

That doesn't sound ambiguous to me. 

Don't Change 
0 In a column by Bob Green in the Chicago Tri

bune (Feb. 14, 2000) an elementary school student 
was reported to have responded to the question 
"What Do You Like About Being a Kid Right Now?" 
by writing the following. 

The thing I would keep the same is my parents. I 
want my parents to stay the same because they 
do fun stuff with me, they know wha~'s right 
and wrong, and they are nice to me. The right 
things they tell me ~re don't swear at people, 
don't hurt anyone, and be honest with people. 
They're nice to me. 

lnderserved? 
OTim Rhodes is the pr~acher of the New Hope 

Church in southern Naperville in Illinois. The mem
bership is openly homosexual and has become "an 
oasis for those who do not feel comfortable in tradi
tional church settings." 

"Wha~ we want to do is pull people from the 
margins," Rhodes said. "This is a way of affirming 
them as persons of God." Rhodes is aiming to in
crease the membership of the church by "drawing 
those who are under-served." 

We wonder if it is an oasis for rapists, murderers, 
and pedophiles - not that such people cannot be 
saved, but they do have to repent, which means the 
decision to stop doing what is wrong. Preaching ref-
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ormation of character is the very best way to serve 
the underserved. 

Cartoon? 
0 Picture of a preacher saying a wedding cer

emony: '~d as your marriage begins, the time of 
b~ing your own worst critic comes to an end." 

lacism 
OThe Chicago Tribune (Mar. 16) warns that 

white power racism is heating up. A riew aspect of 
Hard Rock (dubbed Hate Rock) is pushing lyrics 
that are vicious and therefore wicked. One song 
goes: "Now you're pram pushing, you've got a black 
baby/ You act like a tramp and not like a htdy/ You're 
the lowest of the low, a total disgrace/ Drug infest 
creature, you're a traitor to your race." 

Devon Burghart, a director of Building Democ
racy Initiative, a community group that opposes rac
ist activities, said, "For a while there was a great deal 
of infatuation with the Christian Identity Church (a 
group that believes whites are superior and refers to 
most other races as 'mudpeople'). Now its with the 
World Church of the Creator. They believe Hitler 
was a prophet and that Christianity is a Jewish plot." 

Just thought you ought to know. Keep your eyes 
open. Such bald-faced hatred is contrary to the ge
nius of the Christian system, and must be strenu
ously opposed. We are more than a little sorry that 
we came across this piece and that people are ca
pabl~ of such repulsive behavior. 

What Would He Say? 
If He should come today 
And find my hands so full 
Of future plans, however so fair 
In which may Saviour has no share. 
What would he say? 
If He should come today 
And find my love so cold, 
My faith so very weak and dim 
I had not even looked for Him. 
What would He say? 
If He should come today 
And find that I had· not told 
One soul about my Heavenly Friend 
Whose blessings all my way attend. 
What would He say? 
If He should come today 
Would I be glad- quite glad? 
Remembering He had died for all 
And none, through me, had heard His call, 
What would he say? 
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OGwen Shamblin is 44, 110 pounds, a registered 

dietitian with a master's degree in nutrition. 
She's in love with Jesus and lias a major crush on 

God, "a genius" who "knows what happens to· a pea
nut butter and jelly sandwich after you swallow it." 

She has a sure-fire formula for success, capitaliz
ing on America's fascination with the double D's
dieting and Deity. 

The Mustard Seed bookstore in Exton, Pa., was 
mobbed when Shamblin showed up to sign books. 

Shamblin vi~ws dieting as a struggle between the 
forces of light and darkness. For her the battle of the 
bulge is a war against Satan. 

"God can make you thin," Shamblin wdtes in 
Rise Above. "Waiting on God to decide when and 
how much to feed us will bring a thin body due to 
less greed in the heart. God knows you will feel bet
ter thin because He designed your body that way." 

In other words, slenderness is next to godliness. 
"Food· is not evil," says Shamblin, who approves 

of brownies and Big Macs. "There are no 'good' 
foods or 'bad' foods. The problem is the greedy 
heart of man. We want more than our share." Reli
gion is "what we adore," Shamblin says, "and too 
many of us adore food." 
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The gospel according to Shamblin is, "We need 
to be less greedy for food and more hungry for God" 
(Houston Chronicle, Feb. 5, 2000). 

See, aren't you sorry that Jesus and the apostles 
didn't think of that? We need to forewarn you, even 
as we did forewarn you, that some people would do 
anything for a buck- even try to make merchandise 
of God. 

Anyway, I ain't all that fat. 

4 llew lellgioa 

$Consider the Earth Charter movement, a 
project of serious, determined, and sometimes zeal
ous environmentalists worldwide. They intend their 
document, which has worked its way through several 
years of preparatory meetings, to be presented to the 
United Nations in 2000, adopted by the General As
sembly in 2002, and eventually achieve the enduring 
status of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

The project has drawn together such formidable 
names as Mikhail Gorbachev and Maurice Strong. 
Gorbachev, having so dramatically fallen from his 
post as the second most powerful man in the world, 
and having failed in an attempt to come back as Rus
sian president, has reinvented himself as a world en
vironmentalist, founder and president of the 
Non-Governmental Organization. 

Strong is a Canadian businessman, former Execu
tive Director of the United Nations Environment Pro
gram, and Secretary-General both of the 1972 
Stockholm Conference and the 1992 Rio Earth Sum
mit. Now he is president of the Earth Council, based 
in Costa Rica, another force behind the Earth Char
ter. Complementing their organizational muscle is 
Steven Rockefeller, Professor of Religion at 
Middlebury College, and perhaps the movement's 
chief intellectual. 

The Earth Charter is the project of a loose group 
of NGOs who hoped to use their accreditation to the 
1992 UN "Conference on Environment and Devel
opment" at Rio de Janeiro (the "Earth Summit") to 
get a document containing some more radical envi
ronmental views on the formal agenda and, if pos
sible, adopted. 

Throughout the long process of drafting and re
vising, Charter proponents sought to preserve two 
core values: sustainable living and conservation of 
nature. The draft supports these values not just by 
pragmatic calculations but by a kind of "spiritual vi- . 
sion" conceived broadly enough to elicit support 
from many different religious traditions. 



"We are in a crisis because of the present forms 
of industrial society," it says, "and we need a change 
of course so radical it can come only from new val
ues or long-lost ancient values needing rediscovery." 

The promoters believe that only religion has the 
power to effect such change, so the support of the 
world's religions was deemed crucial. 

The Earth Charter. has a quasi-religious tone, an 
overarching pantheism that not everyone will share. 
"The Earth itself is alive," it declares, echoing the 
"Gaia" hypothesis that Earth is in effect a single or
ganism deserving of the. name of a goddess, here 
"Mother Earth," a name deliberately chosen for 
such symbolism. 

All creatures on Earth have moral consider-abil
ity, perhaps even moral equality. We must live in soli
darity not only with the rest of humanity, but with 
"the community of life." We must "respect Earth and 
all life," because "Earth, each life form, and all living 
beings possess intrinsic value and warrant respect in
dependently of their utilitarian value to humanity." 
We must therefore practice nonviolence not only to
ward other persons, but toward "other life forms 
and Earth" [like cows and hogs and cockroaches and 
(ire-ants]. We must "treat all creatures with compas
sion and protect them from cruelty and wanton de
struction." 

The entire UN program in these matters now 
flies under the banner of "sustainable development," 
which succinctly puts the two principles of economic 
growth and environmental protection in that order. 

The contrast between the two viewpoints is par
ticularly vivid on the matter of population growth. It 
is an article of faith among the Earth Charter group 
that the planet is overpopulated and getting worse, 
and that serious efforts to limit our numbers are in 
order [abortion is the answer for these folks]. 

Gone is the naive claim that social justice and 
sound ecology automatically reinforce each other. 
The new document speaks more realistically of the 
need to "balance and harmonize" competing inter
ests, including balancing "economic progress with 
the flourishing of ecological systems" [clearly anti
capitalism]. 

The document does not point out that we are 
part; of the universe, although there is a suggestively 
malleable remark about "awakening to a new rever
ence for life." 

"Mother Earth," despite her many fans, is gone: 
instead.of the "Earth itself is alive," we have, "Earth, 
our h~me, is alive with a unique community of life." 

Care for the Earth has been placed firmly in the con
text of preserving human life rather than standing 
alone as·an independent value. 

"A dramatic rise in population" is part of the en-
. vironmental crisis, and "responsible reproduction" is 

enjoined. It keeps the language about the "intrinsic 
value of all beings," which the Charter's originators 
regard as indispensable and the heart of the change 
in values they desire. 

We are enjoined to "declare our responsibility 
[not only] to one another, [but also] to the greater 
community of life." We humans have "kinship with 
all life" and need "humility regarding the human 
place in the larger scheme of things." We must "treat 
all living beings with compassion (roaches, fire-ants, 
etc)." 

There is also an unfortunate "Christmas tree" 
habit of hanging on irrelevancies to please ~ertain el
ements in the supporting coalition. So there are calls 
for universal health care, education, disarmament, 
the "equitable distribution of wealth," "racial, reli
gious, ethnic, and socioeconomic equality," partici
patory democracy, and "the full and equal participa
tion of women in civil, cultural, economic, political, 
and social life. 
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The Earth Charter was meant by its proponents 
at Rio to be adopted by the UN in 1995, and when 
that deadline passed, in 2000, even though there was 
always some pessimism and cynicism about its pros
pects. Now, although the Charter may be "pre
sented" at th~ UN in 2000, the hoped-for date of 
adoption is now 2002, not as dramatic a time as the 
millennia! year, though organizers have rescued 
some of the lost symbolism by noting that the new 
date is the tenth anniversary of Rio. 

There is also, undoubtedly, a kind of neo-pagan
ism among many Charter supporters, whose antipa
thy to modern society in all its aspects, from industrial 
to religious, has led them back to a radical pre
modern ism, a pan-religiousness that appears to be 
some (partly imagined) basic form of religious life 
before the destructive divisiveness of the historic reli
gions appeared. Many ascribe spiritual reality, to all 
things, not only living creatures but natural entities 
like rivers, forests, ecosystems, even stars - a kind of 
mystic egocentrism. 

What will happen? The second benchmark draft 
of the Earth Charter is a "People's Earth Charter" as 
the proponents c~l it, honored by those to whom it 
sp~aks meaningfully, ignored by the rest. It is hard in 
any case to imagine that it will ever achieve the sta
tus of the UDHR 

If I were to guess - and that is all any outsider 
can do at this point - I would say that the language 
of intrinsic value still in the Charter, granting nature 
some immunity from human need, language which, 
as noted, the Earth Charter Commission regards as 
essential and nonnegotiable, will prove the final 
stumbling block to official acceptance. As long as the 
Charter sounds like the bumper stickers of my New 
Age and hippie neighbors, I just can't see it being 
adopted by the terribly unhip General Assembly of 
the United Nations. (Thomas Sieger Derr, who 
teaches at Smith College, is the author of Environ
mental Ethics and Christian Humanism; Source: 
First Things, 1st Quarter, 2000). 

Do not be surprised to see American "leaders," 
both past and present, joining this crusade - some 
of them may even be running for president of the 
United States of America. 

Conley, Dobbs, MoffiH • Catholic Debate Tapes 
$44.95 • VIdeo set 

Price Includes shipping. 
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lomosuuals 4gaia 
$Vermont recently (Apr. 20, 2000) passed legis

lation granting homosexuals every right of marriage 
in a new form of social contract - the civil union. It 
is not technically a marriage between people of the 
same gender (Vermont has a law against that), but it 
confers marriage privileges on homo~exual unions 
and effectively circumvents the law. Vermont passed 
a law to get around a law. 

Forty states in the Union have adopted legisla
tion saying that marriage is a contract between a 
man and a woman - eliminating marriage between 
two men or two women. Six states in the Union have 
such legislation pending. And four states (Texas, 
New Mexico, Wyoming, and Oregon) have nothing 
on the books and nothing in prospect on this issue. 

"Evil triumphs when good men do nothing." 

ledefiae 
OA new book (Radical Orthodoxy: A New The

ology, Routledge, 1999) undertakes to redefine the 
word marriage and, over the long haul, destroy the 
institution. The reasoning goes like this: "The claim 
that marriage is the union of a man and a woman is 
contingent. Marriage is regarded as the union of a 
man and woman because the dictionary defines it 
that way, not some underlying essence of marriage 
or an enduring natural law. Dictionary definitions do 
not rest on an essential set of immediate truths. We 
define marriage as we do, well, that is the way we 
defhle it. It is an arbitrary act of will." 

This ignores the statement of Jesus: "Have ye not 
read, that he who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one 
flesh?" (Matt. 19:4-5). Jesus said that marriage is a 
union between a male and a female long before Noah 
Webster lived. Jesus also said, "I do nothing of myself, 
but as the Father taught me, I speak these things." 

The new book, by. the way, aspires to be the 
theological textbook for postmodernism, and pre
sumptuously attempts to set aside the final God
breathed revelation made about 2,000 years ago. 

lake 
OA birdlike fossil, called Archaeoraptor, was 

spirited out of northeastern China. Some 110,000 
visitors saw the exhibit and millions more read 
about the find in November's National Geographic. 

Now, paleontologists are eating crow. Instead of a 
new missing link connecting dinosaurs to birds, the 



specimen appears to be a composite, its unusual ap
pendage tacked on by a Chinese farmer, not evolu
tion. 

The incident spotlights China's growing fossil
smuggling problem. "You do get lots of fakes there," 
says Luis Chiappe, a paleontologist at the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County. 

Archaeoraptor is not the first "missing link" to 
snap under scrutiny. In 1912 fossil remains of an an
cient hominid were found in England's Piltdown 
quarries and quickly dubbed man's apelike ancestor. 
It took decades to reveal the hoax. Just as Piltdown 
man didn't derail scientists' views on human evolu
tion, one "Piltdown chicken" won't overturn the 
baseless notion that birds evolved form dinosaurs 
(Source: U.S. News & World Report, Feb. 14, 2000). 

IAULKNII University 
$MONTGOMERY, April 19 - The Cloverdale 

Center for Family Strengths' national conference, "A 
Commitment to God and Our Families," will be con
ducted at Faulkner University on June 8-9. Nation
ally known speakers will present lectures on the con
ference theme, " ... as for me and my house . . . . " 

Contact Ruby Jones at the Cloverdale Center for 
more information or to register for any of the con
ference sessions, email: rjones@faulkner.edu, or call 
(334) 386-7232 

llunay 
OWalter Swain and Ben York report a successful 

preaching tour in India. The work began on March 8 
in Bombay. The two missionaries conducted an ardu
ous 16-day campaign through the state of Kanatika, 
resulting in 487 baptisms. Swain has made three 
preaching trips to India and baptized 1,205 people. 

Casting tbe lirst Stone 
0 Linda Gibbons of Toronto is a grandmother 

and a jailbird. In the last five years she has been re
peatedly arrested and jailed twelve times for stand
ing in front of an abortuary and praying. Recently 
Sue Careless, a free-lance journalist, was arrested for 
photographing the arrest of Linda Gibbons. Ian 
Hunter of the University of Western Ontario com
ments in the National Post: "The abortion issue is 
unique in that it begins in lies and cannot be sus
tained without lies. It begins by denying the elemen
tary biological evidence regarding human life, its 
origin and development. It requires court injunc
tions to prevent citizens from praying on public 
streets. It necessitates arrest and prosecution of jour-

nalists who would seek to show and tell the public 
how this injunction is enforced. In a rights-obsessed 
country, it requires us to overlook the most funda
mental right of all: the right to life. 

Will Linda Gibbons and Sue Careless find their 
liberty in our Charter of Rights? I hope so, but I doubt 
it. As the great American jurist, Learned Hand, wrote: 

We rest our hopes too much upon constitUtions, 
upon laws, and upon courts. These are false 
hopes; believe me, these are false hopes. Liberty 
lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies 
there, no constitution, no law, no court can save 
it; no constitution, no law, no court can even do 
much to help it. And what is this liberty which 
must lie in the hearts of men and women? It is not 
the ruthless, the unbridled, will; it is not the free
dom to do as one likes. That is a denial of liberty, 
and leads straight to its overthrow. A society in 
which men recognize no check upon their free
dom soon becomes a society where freedom is the 
possession of only a savage few. . .. The spirit of 
liberty is the spirit of him who, near two thou
sand years ago, taught mankind that lesson it has 
never learned, but has never quite forgotten that 
there may be a kingdom where the least shall be 
heard and considered side by side with the great
est. 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: What did the apostle John mean when 
he said, "This is he that came by water and 

blood, even Jesus Christ; not with water only, but 
with the water and with the blood. . . . For there are 
three who bear witness, the Spirit, and the water, 
and the blood: and the three agree in one"? (1 John 
5:6,8.) 

Answer: A simple analysis of the affirmati~n of 
Jl the apostle will enable us to know what 1s af
firmed here: (1) One came; (2) he who came was 
Jesus Christ; (3) Jesus Christ came by water a~d 
blood; (4) he did not come by water only, but w1th 
water and with blood; (5) there are three who bear 
witness - the Spirit, the water and the blood; and 
( 6) these three agree in one. 

Clear and correct answers to the following ques
tions are essential to the proper understanding of the 
passage: (1) What coming of the Lord is referred to 
here? (2) What is meant by his coming "with" water 
and "with" blood? (3) What "water" and what 
"blood" are designated in the passage? (4) what 
"witness" is borne by the three? (5) How do the 
three agree in one? 

Beyond doubt, the "coming" of Christ alluded to 
was his first advent into the world. He is said to have 
come with "water" and with "blood," and from 1 
John 5:8, we learn that it was for the purpose of es
tablishing witnesses to the fact of his coming, these 
witnesses being "the Spirit," "the water," and "the 
blood." He came with water at his baptism and the 
reference to "blood" is an allusion to his death. The 
Spirit (the third person of the Godhead) bore wit
ness to the facts, and thus became the first of three 
witnesses to his coming. 'I:'he Spirit was manifested 
at his baptism (Matt. 3 : 13-17); the Spirit recorded 
and bore witness to both his baptism and his death. 
Some expositors have seen in the "water" and the 
"blood" of the. passage a reference to the blood and 
water which flowed from the "riven side" of the Sav
ior on the cross. Qphn 19:34.) There, however, the 
order is (1) blood; (2) water; here, it is (1) water; (2) 
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blood. Moreover, it was evidently the design of the 
writer to point out historical facts in the life of the 
Lord, established by the testimony of the Spirit as 
evidence of his coming into the world. It seems 
highly improbable that the sacred writer, in offering 
such proof, would limit the matters mentioned to 
events occurring almost at the moment of death. It 
seems reasonable to conclude that the water refers to 
hi~. bqptism and the blood to his death - the first 
witness being at the beginning of his ministry, the 
second at its close. 

The'witnesses- the Holy Spirit, the water and 
the blood - bore testimony to the deity of Jesus, the 
lordship of him who was baptized in Jordan, with 
the approval of the Father, and from whose side, on 
the cross, the blood flowed. These three agree "in 
one" by which it is meant that their testimony is 
completely harmonious, each testifying to the same 
end. As there are three divine persons in one God, so 
there are three witnesses on earth testifying to the 
deity of Jesus. The evidence which they offer is con
stant and continuous; the Spirit's revelation, in the 
Scriptures, speaks to all generations; the act of bap
tism, portraying the burial and resurrection of 
Christ, is to be preached and practiced to the end of 
the age (Matt. 28:18-20), and the blood, which 
makes redemption possible, is ever available to those 
who appropriate it through the divine means. More
over, where ever the people of God assemble on the 
Lord's day there is, in the supper of the Lord which 
they observe, a memorial of the blood which was 
shed and which, like that of Abel, offers unceasing 
testimony, evidence of the highest order, and a dem
onstration of the dedication of faithful saints in the 
observance of the blessed event which the supper 
memorializes. 

Questions and Answers 
Freed Hardeman Open Forum, pp. 165-1 66 
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-England-
MildenhaJI - Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-

-California-
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. easr of 1-75, usc Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Namicoke St., 55811 . Sun. 10, I 1 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

-Mississippi-
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a. m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. j. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina~-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonville-take Forest Church of Christ, 950 Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

W11silla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
jacksonville - jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00 p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

..... 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
3215 Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Comact joe Tyler (321) 254-3325. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Allanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C . 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

The 
Christian's 
Everyday 
Problems 
by Leroy Brownlow 

A series of studies on daily problems 
and their solutions. Practical lessons 
dealing with man's daily needs. 

paperback • 127 pages 

$3.00 
plus $2. 75 s&h for one book 

add .25 for each addtlonal book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. . .... 
Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

-Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 5 30 w d 7 00 (360) 3578304 • • • • • : p.m. e • : p.m. , e-

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minist;~· ••• 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. -Wyoming-
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, Cheyenne_ High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 8 h s 8 2 s 30 Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 

Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

d 3 I f T k E. t t., 2007-14 1.. un. 9:30 a.m., 10: 
p.m., We • 7 p.m. 1 mi es w o exar ana on d (3 

6 k .11 I' a.m., 5 p.m., We • 7 p.m., 07) 638-7466 or 
Hwy 7. Mar M1 er! ~~~~ge 1st. (307) 634-3040. 

..... 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

-Texas-,. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) .... 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Cbuich of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop -1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 
N Hwy 146 (713) 422-2935; 424-7823 Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for tbe ChrlsUan 

By Leory Brownlow 
Devoted to the development of the children of God 
in everyday Christian living. Herein are presented 
teachings and principles given in the Bible, which, 
when properly applied, should be of practical help 
to the Christian in facing every situation of life. 

$4.00 plus $2.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
R 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle Is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Firm Foundation • (800) 572-3619 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

• a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
Inches. This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It,. but please understand that in most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 
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Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Sale price for slightly marred covers 

Armageddon Again 
by Stafford North 

A different Interpretation of the biblical proph
ecies which have so often been misunder
stood and misused to predict the end of time. 
"The careful study of scriptures presented ... 
will show ... the passages presenting the so· 
called 'signs of the end' are not signs of the 
end of the world ... [and] the scenario of 
events often presented for the end of the 
world Is not the teaching of the Bible.• 
Paperback • 124 pages 

$4.95 ••• regularly $6.95 
$2.75 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sal6s tax 

Firm Foundation •1-800.572-3619 
Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Questions 
and Answers 

OpenForam 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

add 50¢ s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 69 
Damon. TX 77430 • 800.572-3619 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
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Preachers Needed 
Congregation approx. 70 seeking experienced, 
sound, mature evangelist. Large 3-bd home with 
utilities and salary provided. Contact Roland 
Nichols at (870) 574-2235 or Alvin Swain (870) 
574-2476. Send rc!sume to Church of Christ, Rt. 
4, Box 161A, Camden, AR 71701 

Preacher wanted for local congregation in South 
Kansas City, Mo. Belton, a bedroom community 
of Kansas City, with a population of approximately 
20,000 and growing is looking for a preacher to 
work with the Elders and Deacons. We have 90-
100 members made up of retirees, professionals, 
teens and young married. An attractive home in 
the community, in an AAA school district, owned 
by the church, is provided as part of your 
compensation. Resume and inquiries should be 
addressed to Elders, Belton Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 251, Belton, Mo. 64012. You may contact the 
church for additional information by calling 816-
331-1811. 

Evangelist sought: Debt-free congregation with 100 
members needs energetic motivated man with 
evangelistic experience, committed to spiritual 
growth and nourishment of its members. Three 
bedroom home plus salary and benefits provided. 
Spanish speaking a plus. Send resume and recent 
sermon tape to the Search Committee, Santa Paula 
Church of Christ, 276 West Santa Paula St., Santa 
Paula, CA 93060. searchcommittee@netzero.net 

If you're committed to serving God to the best of 
your ability, consider yourself sound, self motivated, 
and have a strong emphases on evangelism, we are 
seeking such an evangelisr/personal worker to work 
with a congregation of less than 20, in a thriving 
Iowa community of 25,000. The congregation has 
been blessed in its fund raising having secured 
$12,000 a year in less than four. months and 
continues its efforts. We encourage all applicants 
with resumes and sermon tape samples to apply 
with or without additional support. 515-752-3958 
or write 704 Bromley Street, Marshalltown, lA 
50158 email jcrookshank@adiis.net. 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 175 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide- special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send resume to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Christ, 4120 Missouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

EvangeliSt sought: Small, debt-free congr. needs 
energetic, motivated family man with experience, 
committed to building relationships. Send resume, 

w/transcripts and professional/personal 
recommendations. Salary and start date negotiable. 
Contact: Oak Hill Church of Christ 1344 S. Oak 
Hill Ave., janesville, WI 53546-5573 

Preacher/evangelist wanted for 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible preferred. 
Must be doctrinally sound. Salary and 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply to South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, cr 06032 Attn. Tom 
Washington, email: tommie. washington@espn.com 
(860) 521-38.96 

Congregation· of SO members in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-time minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
attendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities, $400/month. Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
preaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 
Position available june 1. Send resume, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recent sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, 
P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Youth/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
university or preaching school. He will be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send resume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English 8c 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things o 
all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send resume 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 
of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
resume to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-rime minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 (new phone number) 

Preachers Available 
Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.AS.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books on Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1997), The Godhead (1998). Limited 
quaptity of The Godhead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Handbook 
on the Minor Prophets 

ed. by Eddie Whitten 
paperback 

$7.95 sale price 
plus $2.50 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
R o. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Christian Fellowship -1998 
ed. Michael Hatcher •.. Fellowship is a wonderful and pre
cious gift from God, one that we often do not fully appreciate 
or understand. Realizing that we can have a oneness and 
unity with God is almost impossible to comprehend. Then 
\here is the fellowship and unity we share with brethren. False 
doctrines and practices destroy true fellowship. All aspects of 
fellowship are discussed in this volume as well as false teach
ing (book reviews included) on the subject. The withdrawal of 
fellowship is also discussed. hardback 602 pages ...•. $14.00 

Leadership - 1997 
ed. Michael Hatcher ••• Leadership Is vital to every area of 
our lives. In the Lord's church, our leader is Christ. In 
individual congregations there must be good leaders to carry 
out the instructions of our Lord. This book is presented to 
help leaders of the church become great leaders. The 
principles of leadership as well as the work of the elders and 
deacons Is discussed, because of the Importance of this 
imp<?rtant and needed subject. hardback 431 pgs . ....... 14.00 

Preaching God Demands- 1996 
ed. Michael Hatcher ••. "Paul quotes Isaiah saying that the 
feet of those who preach are beautiful .•• because of the 
message which they bring •.. the message of salvation .•.. It 
is the preacher's privilege to proclaim this message of 
salvation. The faithful preacher realizes that 'it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe' (1 
Cor. 1:21 ). Through the Bible, God gives instruction relative 
to the work of preaching and the message of the preacher •... 
We send forth this book with the prayer that it will aid 
preachers in the great work which they are endeavoring to 
perform. We also hope that it will help elders, deacons and 
every member of the Lord's church to understand the 
Important work of preaching the matchless glories of God 
and the Bible.• hardback 351 pgs . ................................. 14.00 

$3.50 shipping and handling per book 
add 50¢ for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
R 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 • 1-80D-572-3619 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
June 2000 

Address service requested. 

Firm Foundation 
2000 VBS Literature 

God's Wonderfui·World 

Lesson 1: God Is Real 
(Heb. 11; Rom. 1; Psa. 19) 
To give a reason for the hope that is In 
believers concerning the existence of God, 
and in the accuracy and excellency of His 
revelation 

Lesson 2: God Did Create 
(Gen. 1-2; Heb. 11 :3) 
To instill confidence In the biblical account of 
the origin of the universe. 

Lesson 3: God Has Spoken 
(21im. 3:14-17; 2 Pet. 1:12-21; 1 Cor. 2:9-16) 
To give the basis for an abiding faith in the 
Bible as the verbally inspired and infallible 
Word of God, dependable and complete. 

Lesson 4: God Gave Jesus 
(John 3:16; Heb. 1:1 to 2:18) 
To prove the deity of Jesus and to show 
how he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power by his resurrection from the 
dead, and that the grace·of salvation comes 
to us through the obedience of Christ and 
our own obedience. 

Lesson 5: God Caused Miracles 
·(John 1:1-5; 1:14; 20:30-31; Heb. 2:1-4) 
To show the nature and credibility of the 
miracles of the Bible and to show how 
supernatural acts confirm divine revelation. 

Order your sample kit today/ 
1·800·572·3619 
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U.S. Postage 
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Pcnnit No.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2000 
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Once Saved Always Saved? 
By Dr. John Hobbs 

The doctrine of Once Saved Always Saved is 
the fifth cardinal point in Calvinistic theol
ogy. It is also known as "Perseverance of the 

Saints." 
Wayne Grudem says: 

The perseverance of the saints means that all 
those who are truly born again will be kept by 
God's power and will persevere as Christians 
until the end of their lives, and that only those 
who persevere until the end have been truly born 
again. 

Sam Morris, a Baptist preacher in Stamford, 
Texas, said: 

We take the position that a Christian's sins do 
not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives, 
what he says, his cha racter, his conduct, or his 
attitude toward other people have nothing to do 
with the salvation of his soul. 

Charles Ryrie said: 
Eternal security is the work of God which guar
antees that the gift of salvation, once received, is 
forever and cannot be lost. 

David Steele and Curtis Thomas, both Calvinists, 
wrote: 

By the term perseverance of the saints we mean 
that if a person is once saved he is always saved 
and can never slip from God's saving grace. 

Charles Spurgeon, a famous Baptist preacher, 
wrote: 

!love to proclaim those strong old doctrines that 
are nicknamed Calvinism, but which are surely 
and veri ly the revealed truth of God as it is in 
Christ Jesus. 

But is the doctrine of Once Saved Always Saved 
revealed truth? Are these men right or wrong in their 
analysis of scripture? Let us examine carefully some 
pertinent scriptures to ascertain the truth of scrip
ture! 

1 Corinthians 9:27 
In 2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul wrote, "Or know ye not 
as to your own selves, that j esus Christ is in you? un
less indeed ye be reprobate." Paul was writing to 
people who professed to be Christians. The point 
made by Paul was that if Jesus Christ was not in 
them they were not Christians - not saved - but 
reprobate. 

The Greek word translated "reprobate" is 
adokimoi which means "unable to stand the test, re
jected, refuse, worthless, disqualified." Thayer says 
in a moral sense it means "reprobate." It is translated 
"reprobate" in Romans 1:28; 2 Corinthians 13:5-7; 
2 Timothy 3:8; Titus 1:16. If Christ was not in them, 
they were "reprobate" - i.e. unsaved, lost, damned. 

In 1 Corinthians 9:27 Paul wrote, "But I buffet 
my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any 
means, after that I have preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected." The KJV has "be a castaway." A 
vital point unseen by many is that the word rejected 
ASV or castaway KJV in 1 Corinthians 9:27 is the 
same Greek word used in 2 Corinthians 13:5 and 
translated "reprobate ." Paul is teaching the possibil
ity of apostasy and falling away from salvation in 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

legalism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Legalism can be good or it can be bad. The 
good is necessary. The bad is gruesome. 
Legalism is defined as "strict, literal ad

herence to the law or to a particular code, as of 
religion or morality." Strict means precise or 
exact. Legalism can mean precise adherence to 
the law, which is both wise and necessary. 

Good Legalism 
Obeying the law absolutely is desirable and es
sential. Obeying the law approximately is dangerous and damn
ing. A person should not almost obey the civil command not to 
murder. To almost not murder is ... well .. . it is not almost but al
together stupid. 

The law of God is to be kept within narrowly specific limits. 
We all know the lessons about picking up sticks when sabbath was 
required, or striking a rock when told to speak to the rock, or tell
ing the Holy Spirit that one had given all the money from the sale 
of property when only some of the money was given. 

Partial obedience is disobedience. When Jesus said "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved," he meant what he said. 
Obedience to his commands must be exact. Obedience is rigid, 
unbending, uncompromising, procrustean, and severe. 

Bible students have no problem with this. They understand to 
a man that God expects his Word to be carefully followed because 
this glorifies his name. Halfway obedience is entire disobedience, 
and dishonors God. 

Jesus approved the Pharisees "on Moses seat" and told his dis
ciples "all things therefore whatsoever they bid you, these do and 
observe" (Matt. 23 :3). When they taught the Law of Moses 
(which was also the Law of God) conformity was necessary. Do 
not mess with that. Unbending conformity to what the divine Jaw 
tells you to do is good legalism - anything else is sin . 

Bad Legalism 
The Pharisees of the New Testament demonstrate the bilboes of 
legalism. Jesus recognized that Pharisees sometime overstepped 
the bounds of God's revealed law- and that is yucky. 

Bad legalism also occurs when a person teaching others to 
keep the commands of God refuses to do so himself. He says and 
does not (Matt. 23:3). He will not touch with his finger what he 
demands of others (Matt. 23:4). 

Jesus condemned Pharisee for showing-off. They were con-



ceited, la-di-da, putting on airs, posturing, attitudinizing, swagger
ing, vainglorious, boastful, ostentatious, and swanky (Matt. 23 :5-
12). 

Jesus faulted Pharisees for misplaced zeal, or zeal without 
knowledge (Rom. 10:2)- or, I guess you could say, ignorant en
thusiasm. People may be excited and interested but evil and vi
cious. Such people compass.heaven and earth to make one con
vert, but when they have done so they make him two-fold more a 
son of hell than themselves (Matt. 23:15). 

Excitement is not necessarily righteous. People can become 
exuberant over things that are unworthy. If our teaching is pure 
and our conduct correct, we ought to be filled with tireless dili
gence in its furtherance, but such devotion is not necessarily in
dicative of truth and right. People have been known to die for an 
evil empire - consider the Third Reich, or Communist Russia. 
Not every religious zealot is correct and approved of God. Some
thing more than dedication is required to please God. 

Jesus also condemned Pharisees for making up laws and trying 
to apply them as if they were inspired revelation, but used for un
fair advantage. According to the Pharisees, to swear by the altar 
was not binding, but swearing by the gift on the altar was binding, 
and if you swore by the temple it is not binding, but if you swore 
by the gold of the temple it was binding (Matt. 23:16-20). Such 
niceties were known only to the initiated. Outsiders were de
ceived and robbed. Cliquish behavior is bad legalism. 

Jesus had no patience with those who were scrupulous about 
counting mustard seed, but neglected justice, mercy, and faith 
(Matt. 23:23). Bean counters who ignore fairness are not accept
able. It is also true that those who pay attention to charity and 
honesty but fail to tithe mint, anise, and cummin are wrong. 

A person can be punctilious about trifles (which is not wrong 
within itself) but careless about elephants and mountains. We 
must fill the room with something more than furniture. Take care 
of the details but do not neglect weightier matters, which is an
other way to say pay attention to the light stuff but do not ignore 
the heavy stuff, or obey the easy things but do not think this justi
fies skipping the things that are hard to obey. 

A quick rundown on bad legalism would include: 
1. Failure to capture the heart 
2. Pettiness and casuistry 
3. Oppressive, uninspired regulations 
4. Denial of lawful liberty 
5. Mere m~chanic operation 
6. Seeking more participation in the kingdom but gaining less 
7. Human authority figures 
8. Scant mercy 
9. Ostracizing people for not keeping human traditions 

10. Enjoyment of power - an unhealthy psychological need 
to control 

11. Being rigid and humorless 
12. Loveless hair-splitters 
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13. Skeptical about the performance of others 
14. Unreasonable suspicion 
15. Easy answers for hard questions 
16. Ungodly jealously 
Here is what Jesus said about bad legalism: 

Ye blind guides, that strain out the gnat, and 
swallow the camel! Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye cleanse the outside 
of the cup and of the platter, but within they are 
full from extortion and excess. Thou blind 
Pharisee, cleanse first the inside of the cup and 
of the platter, that the outside thereof may be
come clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto 
whited sepulchres, which outwardly appear 
beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead men's 
bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also 
outwardly appear righteous unto men, but in
wardly ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and gar
nish the tombs of the righteous, and say, If we 
had been in the days of our fathers, we should 
not have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets. Wherefore ye witness to your
selves, that ye are sons of them that slew the 
prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fa
thers. Ye serpents, ye offspring of vipers, how 
shall ye escape the judgment of hell? Therefore, 
behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, 
and scribes: some of them shall ye kill and cru
cify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 

synagogues, and persecute from.city to city: that 
upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
on the earth, from the blood of Abel the righ
teous unto the blood of Zachariah son of 
Barachiah, whom ye slew between the sanctuary 
and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these 
things shall come upon this generation. 0 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, 
and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how 
often would I have gathered thy children to
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens un
der her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate (Matt 23:24-38). 

And again: 
Two men went up into the temple to pray; the 
one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this publican. I fast twice in. the week; I give 
tithes of all that I get. But the publican, standing 
afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote his breast, saying, God, 
be thou merciful to me a sinner. I say unto you, 
This man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other: for every one that exalt
eth himself shall be humbled; but he ·that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted (Luke 18:10-
14). 

On the final judgment day I'd rather be the pub
lican than the Pharisee. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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Once Saved Always Saved? 
(contiflued from page 1) 

both of these verses. 
Paul realized the possibility of himself becoming 

"reprobate" -i.e. rejected, refuse, worthless, un
saved, lost. If the apostle Paul could have become 
"reprobate," what does that say to you and me? 

Those who defend the Calvinistic doctrine say if 
Paul had yielded to the flesh, he would have only 
lost his service and efforts, not his salvation. Leon 
Morris, who takes the Calvinistic view, writes, 
"Paul's fear was not that he might lose his salvation, 
but that he might lose his crown through failing to 
satisfy his Lord." But, the Greek word used by the 
Holy Spirit teaches the possibility of apostasy. 

C.K. Barrett favors the view that 2 Corinthians 
13:5 implies that a believer may cease to be a Chris-
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tian. Speaking about 2 Corinthians 13:5 Donald 
Guthrie disagrees, "Paul seems to mean that failure 
is defined more in terms of the indwelling Christ, 
than in terms of holding to the faith." But, Guthrie 
plays "passover" with Paul's words and misses the 
thrust of the argument. If Christ was not in them, 
they were "reprobate." If Christ was in them, they 
were not "reprobate." 

Galatians 5:4 
In Galatians 5 :4 Paul wrote, ~~ye are severed from 
Christ, ye who would be justified by the law; ye are 
fallen away from grace/' 

Some of the Galatians were saying that circumci
sion is a requirement for salvation. Paul said de-



manding that the law of Moses be kept to be saved 
meant that Christ would profit them nothing (Gal. 
5 :2). When one tries to be justified by the law of 
Moses, he becomes "a debtor to do the whole law" 
(Gal. 5:3) and is in effect saying that the death of 
Christ is inefficient to save. As a result, those who 
were trying to be justified by the law were "severed 
from Christ" (Gal. 5:4). 

Some who believe the doctrine of Once Saved Al
ways Saved argue that these Galatians were not 
saved in the first place. They say these Galatians 
were not within the grace of God. They say they 
were on the edge of grace and were close to the 
grace of God. But, this is wrong! The Greek word 
translated "fallen away from" is the Greek word 
ekpipto. The Greek word apopipto means "to fall 
from the edge." But, the word ekpipto means "to fall 
out of." The Holy Spirit inspired Paul to use the 
Greek word ekpipto. Some of these Galatians had 
fallen "out of grace." They were within the grace of 
God at one time but had fallen "out of grace" be
cause they went back to the law of Moses for justifi
cation. One cannot lose something he has never had. 
One cannot fall from a place he has never been. But, 
these people had the grace of God and were within 
the grace of God but they fell "out of the grace of 
God." Consequently, they were not Once Saved Al
ways Saved. 

A Calvinistic Syllogism is: 
Major premise: When one is once saved, he is always 
saved. 

Minor premise: One has to have the grace of 
God to be saved. 
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Conclusion: When one is saved, he has the grace 
of God and can never lose it. 

The above syllogism is false. It is false because in 
Galatians 5:4 we have a clear example of Christians 
who were within the grace of God and fell "out of it 
and were thus "severed from Christ." 

A Bible Syllogism is: 
Major Premise: One must have the grace of God 

to be saved. 
Minor Premise: It is possible to lose the grace of 

God. 
Conclusion: Since some of the Galatian Chris

tians were within the grace of God and fell "out of 
it, they were not always saved. 

John 10:27-30 
In John 10:27-30 Jesus said: 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, and no one 
shall snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 
who hath given them unto me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father's hand. I and the Father are one. 

Dr. Millard Erickson, a Baptist professor at 
Southwestern Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, wrote, '~I in all, this passage is as definite a 
rejection of the idea that a true believer can fall away 
as could be given." 

Paul Enns believes that this passage provides 
scriptural support for the doctrine Once Saved Al
ways Saved. 

Dr. William Bell, Dean of Theology at Dallas 
Baptist University, said, "John 10:26-29 is a clear, 
unambiguous passage to teach the eternal security of 
the believer." 

The verbs hear and follow in John 10:27-30 are 
present tense in Greek, which mans continuous ac
tion. The ones to whom Christ gives eternal life are 
those who continue to hear and continue to follow 
Christ! 

It our responsibility to continue to hear and fol
low (Matt. 23:37; John 5:40; 8:31-36; 14:15; 
15:14; Acts 2:40; Phil. 2:12; Gal. 6:9; Rom. 11:22; 
Col. 1:23; etc.). It is possible to stop hearing and fol
lowing Christ. If one stopped hearing and following, 
he would forfeit his salvation. 

God is not going to make one obey. He has 
promised us that he will not allow us to be tempted 
above that which we are able to bear (1 Cor. 10:13). 
If we yield to sin and quit walking in the light, it is 
our fault. 
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Jesus taught there is no one outside of Christ 
that can come and take us out of the Father's hand. 
But, one can take himself out of the Father's hand if 
he chooses to quit hearing and following Christ. If 
we have "free will" to come into Christ, then we 
have "free will" after we come into Christ. Our "free 
will" can take us out of Christ. 

Those who hold to the teaching of Once Saved 
Always Saved must take the position that one loses 
his "free will" when he comes into Christ. When we 
come into Christ, we have the "possibility" of mak
ing the choice to continue or not to continue in the 
faith (Col. 1:23 says "if so be that ye continue in the 
faith"; Romans 11:22- "But toward thee, God's 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: other
w~se thou also shall be cut off'). 

John 5:24 
In John 5:24 Jesus said, ~rverily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that heareth my word, and believeth him 
that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into 
judgment, but hath passed out of death into life." 

This is a verse used by Baptists to support the 
doctrine of Once Saved Always Saved. They say since 
the word hath is present tense in Greek and since 
eternal life is never ending, once you get it, it is not 
possible to lose it. But, the words heareth and belie
veth are also present tense Greek verbs. The one 
who continues to have eternal life is the one who 
continues to hear and continues to believe (Col. 
1:23; Rom. 11:22). 

If we fail to continue to hear and believe, we for
feit eternal life. Do we have eternal life now? Eternal 
life many times is synonymous with salvation. 

Eternal life is also like having a trust fund that 
you cannot touch but that you know is yours, if you 
qualify by meeting the conditions of the trust. As 
long as we remain faithful, eternal life is ours and we 
cannot lose it. 

Hebrews I 0:26 
The book of Hebrews says, "For if we sin willfully 
after we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more a sacrifice for sins,, (Heb. 
10:26). 

Here is an unambiguous passage teaching that one 
is not Once Saved Always Saved. This passage was 
written to Christians! It was not written to people 
who were almost saved. The message is: if we as 
Christians sin willfully, we are lost. To "sin willfully" 
means to be habitually engaged in sin- willful aban
donment of the truth. It means to keep on sinning. 
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Hebrews 6:4·6 
Hebrews 6:4-6 states: 

For as touching those once enlightened and 
tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par
takers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the age to 
come, and then fell away, it is impossible to re
new them again unto repentance; seeing they 
crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 
put him to an open shame. 

Some try to evade the meaning in this text, 
which says that Christians can fall away from the 
faith and lose their "eternal life." 

The five blessings enumerated in Hebrews 6:4-5 
describe a saved person. The word "impossible" 
here does not mean difficult. The Greek word for 
"impossible" is adunation. It occurs 10 times in the 
Greek New Testament. In every occurrence the word 
means nothing less than absolutely impossible. 

When saved people commit deliberate sin, they 
cannot be forgiven. F.F. Bruce states: 

God has pledged Himself to pardon all who 
truly repent, but Scripture and experience alike 
suggest tliat it is possible for human beings to ar
rive at a state of heart and life where they can no 
longer repent. 

Guy N. Woods speaks of these fallen Christians 
as having "gone past the point of no return.,, 

The Bible does warn about being "past feeling" 
(Eph. 4: 19) and committing the "sin unto death" (1 
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John 5:16) and having one's "conscience seared with 
a hot iron" (1 Tim. 4:2). 

Gary Workman comments, ''A once lost-always 
lost view would be just as contrary to the teaching of 
Scripture as once saved-always saved." 

As long as people can repent, they have the pos
sibility of being saved. This passage teaches it is pos
sible for one not to be able to repent. God told J er
emiah three times not to pray for Judah (J er. 7: 11; 
11:14; 14:11). Why? Because Judah had reached the 
point of no return and was not ·going to repent. 

Hebrews 3:12 
Hebrews 3:12 states, "Take heed, brethren, lest 
haply there shall be in any one of you an evil heart of 
unbelief, in falling away from the living God." 

This verse was and is a warning to Christians. 
Do not turn from belief to unbelief. If you do, you 
forfeit salvation. If it is impossible to lose one's sal
vation, this warning is meaningless. 

We conclude that the warning to turn from belief 
to unbelief is real. It happened to the Israelites. Jesus 
gave a parable where it happened to some (Luke 
8:12-13). 

I Corinthians I 0:12 
1 Corinthians 10:12 states, 'Wherefore let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. " 

If it is not possible to fall, this warning is mean
ingless. We must be on our guard. Proverbs 14:12 
says, nThere is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man; but the end thereof are the ways of death." 

1 Corinthians 3:15 
Paul said, ''If any man's work shall be burned, he 
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; so as 
through fire" (1 Cor. 3:15). 

Some think the word work in the verse to refer 
to a person's deeds. I disagree. Some have said that 
one can do all the evil he wants to and still be saved. 
Sam Morris, Baptist preacher, said, nThe way I live 
has nothing whatsoever to do with the salvation of 
my soul.'' 

The word work in the text refers to converts, i.e. 
people. Paul makes that clear when he asks the 
Corinthian Christians, ''Are not ye my work in the 
Lord?" (1 Cor. 9:1). It is possible for one to convert 
someone and the convert be lost. If a preacher con
verts someone and the convert returns to a sinful 
life, the preacher would suffer loss, i.e., disappoint
ment on seeing one leave Christ. The convert who 
returned into sin would be lost. But, the preacher 
himself could still be saved. 

Romans 8:28·30 
Romans 8:28-30 states: 

And we know that to them that love God all 
things work together for good, even to them 
that are called according to his purpose. For 
whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, tha~ he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren: 
and whom he foreordained, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified, and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

Dr. William Bell, Baptist professor at DBU, said: 
Romans 8:28-30 is the most straightforward, 
clear, unambiguous passage on Once Saved Al
ways Saved. Everyone whom God foreknew, he 
foreordained, etc. Everyone who starts in the 
pipeline comes out of the pipeline. Romans 
8:28-30 is teaching it is impossible for a person 
to be justified and not be glorified. I cannot see 
how Romans 8:28-30 can be interpreted any 
other way. 

Paul Enns writes: 
In Romans 8:28-30 Paul indicates that the ones 
God foreknew, He predestined, called, justified 
and will ultimately glorify. None are [sic] lost in 
the process. 

Those whom God foreknew and foreordained 
were those that "love God" (Rom. 8 :28). The 
"called" are those who have responded to the gos
pel and lovingly keep the Lord's commandments. 
Loving God is our responsibility to put us in the 
divine pipeline. Loving God is our responsibility 
to keep us in the divine pipeline. Love for God 
is proven by keeping the commandments (John 
14:15-24; 15:9-14; 1 John 2:35; 5:3; 2John 6). 

Our "free will" determines whether we will con
tinue to "love God." God does not force us to stay in 
the divine pipeline. If we quit loving God, we take 
ourselves out of the divine pipeline and lose our sal
vation. 

God has predestined his people "to be con
formed to the image of his son." But, this is a life 
long process. To assume that Romans 8:28-30 is an 
"unbreakable chain" for everyone who comes into 
Christ is to ignore the explicit warnings given to us 
in scripture and in the same chapter (Rom. 8:12-14, 
17). 

1 John 2:19 
1 John 2:19 states, uThey went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that they all are not of us." 

The antecedent of the word they in verse 19 is 
the word anti-Christs in verse 18. Notice the s~rong 
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contrast that John uses between the words they and 
us in 1 John 2:19. He uses the word they 7 times and 
the word us 5 times in this one verse! The word they 
refers to the "anti-christs." They were among the 
members but John says "they were not of us." The 
"antichrists" did not believe that Christ had actually 
come in a real fleshly body. 

A basic fundamental and cardinal doctrine of 
Christianity is that Christ had come in the flesh (Heb. 
2:14; John 1:14; 1 John 4:2). These anti-Christs 
never were saved. They never embraced the truth that 
Jesus had come in the flesh. The anti-Christs had 
made the good confession, but when they said those 
words they did not really believe that Christ had a 
fleshly body. 

John says, "For if they had been of us, they 
would have continued with us." The word us in this 
verse refers to the apostles and the community of 
faithful disciples. John says if "they" had the right 
type of faith, "they" would have remained with 
"us"! 

The right type of faith is one that understands 
the truth and obeys the truth! The anti-Christs did 
not understand the truth. Our faith is our part in our 
salvation (1 Pet. 1:9; 1 John 5 :4). If we maintain our 
faith, heaven is ours (Rev. 2:10). We have a responsi
bility to build up our faith Uude 20). If we are apa
thetic to building our faith, we will lose our salva
tion (Luke 8:12-13). If we build and add to our 
faith, we "shall never stumbl~" (2 Pet. 1:10). Peter 
wrote to Christians and told them, "Wherefore, 
brethren, give the more diligence to make your call
ing ~nd election sure" (2 Pet. 1:10). 
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Is it a given that every Christian will "give the 
more diligence" to make his calling and election cer
tain? Unfortunately no. But, it is a given that every 
Christian who does build and add to his faith "shall 
never stumble." 

Verses Showing Salvation Is Conditional 
John 8:31, "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly 
my disciples." 

John 14:15, "If ye love me, ye will keep my com
mandments" 

John 15:10, "If ye keep my commandments, ye 
shall abide in my love." 

John 15:14, "Ye are my friends, if ye do the 
things which I command you." 

Romans 8:13, "For if ye live after the flesh, ye 
must die." 

Romans 11:22, "Behold then the goodness and 
severity of God: toward them that fell, severity; but 
toward thee, God's goodness: if thou continue in his 
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off." 

1 Corinthians 15:2, "By which also ye are saved, 
if ye hold fast the word which I preached unto you." 

Galatians 6:9, "For in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not." 

Colossians 1:21-23, "And you ... both he recon
ciled in the body of his flesh through death .. ~ if so 
be that ye continue in the faith, grounded and stead
fast." 

2 Timothy. 1: 12, "If we endure, we shall also reign 
with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us." 

Hebrews 3:14, "For we are become partakers of 
Christ, if we hold fast t~e beginning of our confi
dence firm unto the end." 

Hebrews 10:26, "If we sin willfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there re
maineth no more a sacrifice for sins." 

Hebrews 10:38, "If he shrink back, my soul hath 
no pleasure in him." 

2 Peter 1:5-11, "For if ye do these things, ye 
shall never stumble." 

1 J ojtn 1:7, "If we walk in the light, as he is .in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us from all sin." 

These passages teach the possibility of apost-QSy. 
Continuing in Christ is conditional. 

Our obedience is not automatic. We have free will 
to decide for ourselves whether we are going to con
tinue to obey. If we choose not to obey, we forfeit our 
salvation. If the impossibility of apostasy were true, 
these conditional statements would be meaningless. 



The Parables of Jesus 
The parable of the sower teaches it is possible to "be
lieve" and then later "fall away" and go back into sin 
(Luke 8:12-13). 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-13) 
teaches one can lose his salvation. Notice that Jesus 
said, "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins." Notice the kingdom is likened unto 
"ten" virgins- not just "five." The "ten" were all in 
the kingdom, had all been saved; but "five" failed to 
keep their lamps burning, and missed the feast. This 
parable is teaching that many in the kingdom are go
ing to miss heaven. 

In Matthew 13 :4 7 Jesus said, "The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a net." At "the end of the world" 
some are taken out of the net (i.e. the kingdom) and 
cast "into the furnace of fire: there shall be weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth." One must first be in the 
net (or kingdom) before he can be taken out of the 
net and sent to hell. This clearly proves that just be
cause one is in the kingdom this does not mean that 
he will be saved and ushered into heaven at the end 
of the world. 

The parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30) 
teaches the possibility of apostasy. The Lord "called 
his own servants." His "own" servant who hid his 
talent was cast out as an "unprofitable servant." No
tice that a servant of the Lord was lost. How could 
Jesus be plainer? 

The parable of the unfaithful servant (Luke 
12:41-48) also teaches the possibility of apostasy. 
The unfaithful servant was "cut asunder" and had 
his portion appointed "with the unfaithful." Where 
do you think the "unfaithful" will spend eternity? It 
is not heaven. It is possible for a servant to be "un
faithful" anti then be beaten with "many stripes." 

The parable of the vine and the branches in John 
15 : 1-8 teaches that a saved person can be lost. The 
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branches represents individuals not churches. When 
we face the Lord on Judgment Day, we will be 
judged as individuals (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10-12; 
Rev. 20:12-13; Ezek. 18:4-20). The branches repre
sents saved people in Christ. But, it is possible for a 
branch to be cut off and cast into the fire. Therefore, 
one is not Once Saved Always Saved. 

2 Peter 2:20·22 
2 Peter 2:20-22 states: 

For if, after they have escaped the defilement of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein and overcome, the last state is become 
worse with them than the first. For it were bet· 
ter for them not to have known the way of righ
teousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back 
from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them. It has happened unto them according to 
the true proverb, The dog turning to his own 
vomit again, and the sow that had washed to 
wallowing in the mire." 

A.G. Hobbs writes: 
The force of this cannot be side-stepped by say
ing that the sow was still a sow. She was dirty; 
she was washed and made clean; and afterwards 
she went back to wallowing in the mire. 

A sinner can be cleansed from sin by the blood of 
Christ; and afterwards may return to a life of sin. If 
he does, the last state is worse that the first. 

If there was ever a passage that taught against 
the doctrine of Once Saved Always Saved, this is it! 
And yet people still believe in this false doctrine. 
Sam Morris, Baptist preacher, wrote: 

All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he 
may read, all the churches he may belong to, all 
the services he may attend, all the sermons he 
may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the 
ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may 
keep, all the· benevolent acts he may perform 
will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the 
sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will 
not make his soul in any more danger. ... A 
Christian's sins will not damn his soul. ... Sins 
will not damn our souls. 

Morris is wrong. The truth is that unrepentant 
sins will cost one his eternal soul. Christians guilty of 
idolatry and murder are in danger of losing their 
eternal soul! No sin can be taken lightly. 

John wrote, ''But for the fearful, and unbelieving, 
and abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part shall 
be in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone; 
which is the second death" {Rev. 21:8). 

Unrepentant idolaters and murderers are not go
ing to heaven! A Christian's sins will damn his soul if 
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he does not repent. A Christian cannot live in a sin
ful state and expect to go to heaven. 

We are to be holy "in all manner of living" (1 Pet. 
1:15). 

We are to "strive to enter in by the narrow door" 
(Luke 13:24). 

"Without holiness no man shall see the Lord" 
(Heb. 12:14). 

We are commanded to "abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul" (1 Pet. 2:11). 

We are to put away a sinful life and put on a life 
of righteousness (Col. 3:5-14; Gal. 5 :16-24). 

God's Word is full of instructions to strive to live 
a life free from sin. We commit an eternal mistake if 
we think that we can live the way we want and ex
pect to go to heaven. 

Morris says, "The way a Christian lives, what he 
says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude to
ward other people have nothing whatever to do with 
the salvation of his soul." Morris is dead wrong! 
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Conclusion 
The doctrine of Once Saved Always Saved is not true. 
In spite of what Charles Spurgeon, Sam Morris, David 
Steele, Curtis Thomas, and others have said, the truth 
is that a Christian can lose his salvation! 

We must not take our salvation for granted. We 
must "give the more diligence" to make our calling 
and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). 

Salvation is ours as long as we continue to "walk 
in the light" (1 John 1: 7). 

If we choose not to continue in God's goodness, 
we can be cut off (Rom. 11:22) . 

If we commit willful sin, we are lost (Heb. 10:26). 
We must "strive" (Luke 13:24) to be holy "in all 

manner of living" (1 Pet. 1: 16). 
Since we have free will, we have the possibility 

-not the probability - to quit walking in the light. 
If we quit walking in the light, we lose our salvation. 
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The Great Mystery of the Ages: 
By Tim Nichols 

Some tasks are not worth the trouble and ex
pense required to accomplish them. Before 
engaging in any job most _of us sit down and 

try to determine just what it will take to get it done. 
Many have risked their lives and some have lost 
their lives in attempts to reach hazardous mountain 
peaks for no other reason than to be able to say that 
they have done the deed. Others sit back and won
der why anyone would do such a thing. Some are at 
the other extreme. They sit with folded hands 
watching the world go by; taking no risks and ac
complishing nothing of value. Most of us are some
where between these two extremes. We are willing 
to take risks when the purpose is clear and the goal 
is worthy. 

The proclamation of the gospel is the task of ev
ery Christian. No soldier has ever had clearer orders 
than those given to recruits in God's army. He has a 
"secret" that has been made available to mankind for 
nearly two thousand years! All who have learned it 
are obliged to pass it along to everyone who has not. 
That secret is that Jesus Christ is man's only hope for 
eternal life. That is your task, Christian. Tell the se
cret. 

Is this task worth the trouble and expense? Are 
you willing to risk the possible rejection of friends, 
neighbors, and family by telling them the only way 
that they can hope to go to heaven? Are you inclined 
to devote some of your time, energy, and income to 
this assignment? Only you can answer these ques
tions but your duty to answer them with a clear and 
determined "Yes" is clear. 

Making this "secret" a reality cost Jesus Christ a 
great deal of suffering. He was willing to suffer and 
die on the cross to accomplish his part. Delivering 
the message to dying humanity has cost countless 
men untold suffering. The apostle Paul is one shin
ning example of one who was willing to do and suf
fer whatever it took to deliver the message to men 
who are lost without it. He gladly endured hardship, 
ridicule, and pain simply to tell men of the riches 
that God wants to give them. His purpose was clear 
and his goal was worthy. 

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and 
fill up that which is behind of the a fflictions of 

Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is 
the church: Whereof I am made a minister, ac
cording to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God; 
Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages 
and from generations, but now is made manifest 
to his saints: to whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Genti les; which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every 
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that 
we may present every man perfect in Christ 
Jesus: Whereunto I also labor, striving accord ing 
to his working, w hich worketh in me mightily 
(Col. 1:24-29). 

There is little danger of your being beaten, im
prisoned, or killed for inviting your friends and 
neighbors to learn of this mystery. The worst prob
able consequence for your doing so does not really 
compare with what others have had to endure. Is the 
little risk that you must take worth the goal of help
ing another find the way to heaven? The answer lies 
in your own action or inaction. Route 1, Box 211 
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Dr. Shelly Endorses ''Machiavellian'' 
Rules for Church Change 

By Dr. J. E. Choate 

T o rob a person of his faith in the "blood 
bought" church which Jesus Christ built and 
established on the first Christian Pentecost is 

an irreparable loss. Our first thought of a sophist is a 
clever man who would rob us of the truth by clever 
manipulation of words. The word sophisticate in the 
common English vernacular today conveys the idea 
of a sophisticated person who is wise to the ways of 
the world and who lacks an unassuming simplicity of 
behavior. 

The etymology of the Greek word sophist is of 
ancient and noble origin. The word originally signi
fied one who is learned, or wise - one who ably and 
zealously seeks to know truth. The ancient Greek 
philosophers believed that the human mind has the 
capability to discover universal truth which is the 
same for all. The first sophists were responsible pub
lic minded citizens who rendered immense service 
by teaching men how to present their ideas clearly 
and forcefully. A later generation of sophists were 
despairingly referred to as pedants and smooth talk
ers who created clever fallacious arguments, e.g., to 
present their cases in a favorable light to win their 
cases in the courts of public opinion and law courts. 

Protagoras was the most respected of the 
pre-Socratic Greek sophists. He posited that all 
things are equally true. He is best known for the say-
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ing that man is the measure of all things, of the 
things that are, and the things that are not .. The con
clusion for Protagoras is that man is the measure of 
all things. Applied to theology, Protagoras con
cluded: About the gods, I am not able to know that 
they exist or do not exist. But Protagoras compro
mised man's confidence in his ability to know ulti
mate truth. 

Protagoras tried to show that all things are equally 
true. The counter to Protagoras was Georgias who 
tried to show that all things are equally false. What he 
was stating amounted to the bankruptcy of philoso
phy, theology, and the sciences. And so in this context, 
right and wrong are determined solely by personal 
judgments. 

My favorite example of such ancient sophists 
whose rhetoric was for hire is Hippias. He was a 
proud young sophist who boasted that he could al
ways say something new on any subject. He was pro
ficient in mathematics, rhetoric, autonomy, and ar
chaeology. He charged handsomely for his teachings. 
He attracted a crowd around him at the Olympic 
Games boasting that he had spun and woven his own 
garment, cobbled his own sandals, designed and built 
his own hat, and molded his own ring. To display his 
marvelous memory, he repeated perfectly, after a 
single hearing, long series of nonsense syllables. So 
the next time, you hear how much smarter and more 
intelligent Brother "X" is than the rest of us, remem
ber Georgias. 

As Job said to his critics that he knew what they 
knew, and that he was not inferior to them. This is to 
say that we know what brother Shelly knows, and we 
have not trashed our faith in the New Testament pat
tern of the apostolic church. 

leo-modern Church of Christ Sophists 
The traditional churches of Christ are under sus
tained and unrelenting attack from a well-organized 
coterie of sophisticated "change agents." They have 
been educated in prestigious world-class universities. 
They know the latest scholarly lingo picked up in the 
rarefied atmosphere of academia. 



Lynn Anderson is the recognized prototype of 
the liberal change agents. Was it not he who wrote 
the Machiavellian style book titled Navigating the 
Winds of Change? This is the primer of church poli
tics with instructions on how to seize whole 
churches and their meeting houses wrested from 
brethren who built them. He callously advises that it 
may be necessary to use unethical means to drive out 
biblically qualified elders, and to replace them with 
the "Willow Creek" type of leaders called shepherds. 
These shepherds in biblical language are called hire
lings because they are not in charge with the author
ity to oversee and to guard the flock. 

The chief change agents are easily recognized by 
their words and deeds in churches of Christ. They 
are positioned in tenured positions in our schools, 
e.g., Abilene Christian University and Lipscomb Uni
versity. There are the papers and journals edited and 
controlled by the change agents. Wineskins is self 
proclaimed to be such an instrument to bring about 
change in the churches by its ed itors- Rubel Shelly, 
Mike Cope, and Phillip Morrison. 

The Christian Chronicle is by far the most influ
ential paper promoting change in the churches. The 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

directors of corporate Oklahoma Christian Univer
sity control the editorial policy of the paper, not 
Glover Shipp and Bailey McBride. There are the sat
ellite programs operating under the umbrella of the 
Church of Christ "denomination" (reference Rich
ard H ughes and Douglas Foster on this)], Herald of 
Truth, Jubilee, Tulsa Workshop, annual youth gath
erings such as Winterfest, and a host of other pro
grams feeding off the local churches. Of course they 
do a lot of good as do the Baptists, Methodists et al. 
The difference is that the denominations are not try
ing to destroy their maternal churches which birthed 
and nurtured them. 

Primae Facie Documentation 

It is generally accepted that Dr. Rubel Shelly has 
managed to become the most highly recognized 
change agent" operating under the umbrella of 
"Churches of Christ." The latest grandstand act of 
Shelly and a liberal element in Nashville Churches of 
Christ is the promotion the Nashville Billy Graham 
Crusade. It was· reported in the Nashville Tennessean 
that the Otter Creek Church of Christ is also a coop
erating participant. Nothing that this "off the wall" 
Church of Christ could possibly do would raise an 
eyebrow in Nashville. 

The message of this article was suggested by an 
internet program sponsored by the Woodmont Hills 
Church Family of God titled the FAX of Life, written 
by Rubel Shelly (Nov. 8, 1999). The articles are well 
written and designed for a general audience. How
ever, one of the featured articles which attracted my 
attention is titled "The Hardest Sell." It was the use 
of Machiavelli's name that captured my attention. 

I taught all the philosophy courses for twenty-five 
years in David Lipscomb College after J .P. Sanders 
went to Pepperdine. Dr. Shelly fresh out of Vanderbilt 
with a doctorate in philosophy was put in charge of 
the philosophy classes during the year of my retire
ment, and with my approval. He had been told by the 
likes of Thomas Warren and others in earlier days that 
he was destined to be the next N .B. Hardeman or 
Alexander Campbell in the brotherhood. 

We all expected fabulous things from this new 
Vanderbilt Ph.D. He was brought on the Lipscomb 
campus by Willard Collins along about the same time 
as William Woodson and Tom Holland. The philoso
phy courses were moved into the Bible department 
under the supervision of Batsell Barrett Baxter. 
Shelly's classes at FHC were the most popular. How
ever, Lipscomb has its own prima donnas with whom 
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brother Shelly had to vie. Dr. Shelly chose to resign his 
professorial post near the end of the school year per
haps thinking that his resignation would not be ac
cepted. This stratagem had worked previously for Dr. 
Shelly. 

What attracted my attention in the "Hardest to 

Sell" Fax is Shelly's use of Niccolo Machiavelli's The 
Prince, to serve as an analogy and model for church of 
Christ change agents to introduce a new order of 
"take-over changes" in churches of Christ at whatever 
cost. A critical review of this Fax written by Kenneth 
Sublet (whoever he is) on internet caught my atten
tion. I first read The Prince and Hitler's Mien Kampf 
in my late 20s. My curiosity was aroused to learn just 
what use Dr. Shelly would make of Machiavelli's po
litical philosophy. What I read left me rubbing my 
eyes in disbelief. Dr. Shelly would leave the impres
sion that he knows more than most people. These are 
his words which Shelly wrote addressing Machiavelli: 

In Machiavelli's famous The Prince, he wrote: 'It 
ought to be remembered that there is nothing 
more difficult to take in hand, more perilous to 
conduct, or more uncertain in its success, than to 
take the lead in introducing a new order of 
things. Because the innovator has for enemies all 
those who have done well under the old condi
tions.' 

Dr. Shelly remarked that Machiavelli was right in 
what he wrote. Shelly was illustrating the point that to 
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resist the modern change agents in their seizure of 
local churches might well cause the suicidal death of 
those churches unless they accepted the ideas being 
promoted by the change agents, e.g., failing to adopt 
the tenets of neo-modern theology, the Jesus Seminar, 
"church growth" models such as the Willow Creek 
Community Church and "Third Wave Pentecostal
ism." 

However, the stunning disclosure coming out of 
Dr. Shelly's comments is that he lacks a fundamental 
understanding of what Machiavelli is advocating in 
The Prince, or does he? And just what is Machiavelli 
saying? Machiavelli dedicates The Prince to Lorenzo 
de Medic, ruler of Florence, whose favor he is seek
ing hoping for an appointed government position. 
Machiavelli advises a prince on how to gain control 
of a state, and to use whatever means necessary to 
keep absolute control over the state. The Prince is 
described in modern times as the primer of power 
politics. It is known that Mussolini and Hitler were 
students of The Prince. 

Some of the means which the prince is advised to 
adopt are these: The prince to gain absolute control 
over the state must use any expediency to attain this 
goal. He is advised to be deceitful and cunning like a 
fox when it suits his purpose. Machiavelli is literally 
saying that a great powerful state can be founded 
and maintained only by crime. The supreme goal of 
human existence is best served at whatever cost: to 
maintain the state. A good citizen should not recoil 
from any crime to serve the state without regard to 
justice and honesty. He advised that it is not neces
sary to be religious, but a prince must appear to be 
so. He wrote that people would accept the death of 
their parents at the hands of the ruler, but not the 
confiscation of the family inheritance. However, six 
million holocaust victims would not be kept silent in 
their graves. Hitler did not invent the "big lie" - re
member the old prophet who lied to the young 
prophet (1 Kings 13:18). 

Application 

Dr. Shelly wrote in his Fax of Life in what is obviously 
an endorsement of Machiavellian "power plays" to 
win at whatever cost. The big question comes down in 
simple words. Are the change agents morally justified 
in seizing churches from their founders and their chil
dren by using whatever means necessary to take over 
and maintain control of the churches? Is not the an
swer supplied in the beatitudes? 

Lynn Anderson makes an appalling statement in 



his book that "Change may not be ethical in some situ
ations." Lynn Anderson speaks much of "planting 
churches," but his book is about seizing churches. I 
have read numerous great books over most of my life
time which set forth the great ideas of the world's 
greatest thinkers who have shaped the direction and 
forms of Western civilization. Navigating the Winds of 
Change is an inane meaningless tirade. Pope wrote: 

A little learning is a dangerous thing 
Drink deep, or taste not the Perian Spring: 
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain, 
And drinking deeply largely sobers us again. 

There are paradigms harder to sell than "refrig
erators to Eskimo" to informed brethren in the tra
ditional churches of Christ. They are the paradigms 
of "church change" being pushed into traditional 
churches of Christ by the likes of Richard Hughes, 
Douglas Foster, Royce Money, Steve Flatt, Glover 
Shipp, Rubel Shelly, and a swelling crowd of lesser 
lights. And they seem to think that nobody is able to 
figure them out. 
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The Temple Two 
By Howard R. Horton 

Luke 18, records that two men went to the 
Temple to pray. Both were in the Temple and 
prayed. Only one would go home justified. · 

Some might have misinterpreted the event by ac
cusing one of being in fellowship with one who was 
self-righteous. Or, on the other hand, one might 
have thought the Pharisee was in fellowship with the 
publican. Both, as you know, could not be right. 
Only one was in fellowship with God that day and it 
wasn't the Pharisee. 

Here is the point of this article. On the first day 
of the week a lot of people gather around the Lord's 
Table to "take communion." They sing (Col. 3: 16), 
they pray (1 Thess. 5: 17) and they give as they have 
prospered (1 Cor. 16:2). But are all in fellowship 
with God, and each other, as they continue their 
worship? 

First of all, humans could not have "made the 
call" God made that day in the Temple. Both men 
would, to some (if not to all), seem to be doing righ
teousness. However, the great "Heart-searcher" 
knew the full story; and his action concerning the 
prayer of the Pharisee and the prayer of the Publican 
was right. It was fair because he is Deity. 

Now, concerning us mortals, although saved and 
redeemed by the ·blood of the Lamb (Eph. 1:7), we 
are still finite. We do not· have the ability to make 
such a call as God did in the Temple. 
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We must "judge fruits" (Matt. 7:16-20); and, we 
judge works "meet for repentance" (Acts 26:20); 
and we must judge "righteous judgment" Uohn 
7:24). However, there are some things, which we, in 
our mortality, may have a problem "discerning." 

This article is only about using caution because 
myriads of congregations have myriads of real prob
lems. They have (a) lack of love problem; (b) a lack 
of evangelism problem (c) a lack of disfellowship
ping problem; and (d) a lack of doctrinal soundness 
problem. 

We could go on, but the question is: Are the 
faithful sinning when they fight such problems but 
stay at troubled congregations? 

The answer has to be no. 
Sin was rampant throughout Jewry in the days of 

Jesus. All sorts of people went to the Temple. Some 
were the faithful and some unfaithful. Some were 
careless, and some were godly. The "godly" were not 
fellowshiping the "unfaithful" because they still met 
together in the Temple. 

God in heaven has exact knowledge of who is 
faithful and who is unfaithful. We can know some
thing of men's hearts by their fruits (Matt. 7:20), but 
must make "righteous judgments." If there is doubt, 
let's use caution. Hearsay is not allowed in our 
criminal justice system. It must not be given audi
ence in the kingdom of God. 
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Why Are Our Kids Killing Each Other? 
By Jeff McGee 

T here is increasing deadly violence, especially 
among the youth of America No area in 
America seems to be shielded from the hor

rible and tragic lose of life that has occurred repeat
edly, from Oregon to Missouri to Arkansas and to 
Colorado. 

We read of a first grader in Flint, Michigan, who 
shot and killed a classmate. Everyone in the media is 
quick to give "answers" as to why this is happening, 
from too many guns to bad schools to broken fami
lies - we want to try to simplify a rather complex 
problem and put the blame everywhere except 
where it needs to be. The problems we are. seeing in 
society are actually an accumulation of the following 
factors over the last 40 or so years and are a natural 
outcome of modem thinking: 

(1) Absence of God from our society. The absence 
of God from our lives is the cause of our societal 
problems. As a matter of fact, all other problems are 
derived from this one. It used to be that God was 
spoken of anywhere you went, whether a high 
school graduation, sporting event, or town hall 
meeting. Whether people believed in God, they still 
spoke of him and treated the subject of God with at 
least some degree of reverence and dignity. 

.. Today, this is not the case. Prayer is banned from 
schools and sporting events because of this mythical 
"separation of church and state." Teachers are fired 
because they even speak of God, much less teach 
him. Religion is under fire in all walks of our society 
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and this is directly translated and taught to our chil
dren. Paul described, in Romans 1:18-32, what hap
pens to a society when they abandon the natural be
lief in God; all sorts of unnatural things begin to oc
cur. What we are seeing in America today is simply 
the result of an increasingly Godless society and the 
ultimate result that comes from it. And without God 
in their lives, our children are growing up with no 
direction and purpose, much less a conscience that is 
properly honed to guide them. 

(2) The teaching of evolution. Along with the ab
sence of God, our children are taught that we are 
nothing better than the "other" animals around us -
we evolved from monkeys who evolved from toads, 
etc. Our sanctity of human life has been steadily 
eroded away to where children today are taught that 
we should actually have more respect for animals than 
for humans. When people start seeing themselves and 
others as mere animals, the dignity that should be re
served for human beings is stripped away and the re
spect needed for coexistence is gone. Children are not 
taught that being human is special in God's _eyes, but 
rather that we are either the same as animals or, too 
often, that human existence is even part of the prob
lem. Humans become debased and this thinking can
not help but be taught to our children. 

(3) Abortion and euthanasia. Along with our de
basing human life· to that of an animal, our children 
are continually being taught that human life is cheap 
because they see adults killing unborn babies solely 
for their own convenience. We cannot tell our chil
dren to appreciate life on the one hand, then turn 
around and allow 1.5 million abortions a year to oc
cur and expect children to learn appreciation for life. 
Add to this the growing movement of euthanasia, 
where people are being put to death because they are 
sick or suffering, etc., ·and the result is predictable: 
Our children are hearing our actions loud and de).r
life is only valuable when it is wanted. When that life 
becomes an inconvenience, it is no longer valuable. 
And when life is no longer considered valuable, the 
taking of it no longer means anything as well. 

(4) Lack of responsibility and respect. The grow
ing movement today seems to be that it is never my 



fault when I do something irresponsibly. People are 
being portrayed as victims rather than perpetrators, 
and when they do something wrong, it is, oh so easy, 
to blame society, parents, teachers, etc. Children are 
not being taught personal responsibility. I recently 
read a story where a teen spoke disrespectfully to a 
policeman. The policeman, frustrated, pointed his 
finger into the kids chest and told him to straighten 
up, causing a slight bruise on the kid's chest. How 
did the parent react? Did she inform her son that he 
is not to be disrespectful to authority? No! She sued 
the police. This is what passes for parenting in 
America ·today, and it is perpetuated by the media 
making victims of those who should be held ac
countable for their actions. When proper respect for 
the authority of God is gone, then respect for any 
authority is quickly eroded away. 

In addition to this, our children are also being 
taught that morals are basically relative: "If it feels 
right, then it is right - and what is right for one is 
not necessarily right for someone else." Basic moral 
behavior is destroyed to where many children today 
have no moral base. Parents let computer games and 
television "babysit" their children, and many of the 
games and shows being watched merely add violence 
and immorality to the mix. And to complicate mat
ters, there is too often no family structure to rein
force what little moral base there would otherwise 
be. 

When you add all these factors together, you get 
a dangerous combination that manifests itself in the 
types of events we see today. Children have no belief 
in God and are taught he is myth and superstition. 
They are then taught that human life is no better 
than animals, and that life is only valuable when it is 
deemed convenient and desirable. Finally, they have 
no concept of personal responsibility and no moral 
base. Without a moral base, too many children sim
ply do not have a conscience in regard to inflicting 
harm on others. When all these are added together, 
how can we expect not to have events like Colum
bine occur? 

Obviously, there is a simple fix to this - we 
need God back in society. Getting there, though, is 
certainly not going to be easy. We as Christians had 
better teach our children the proper respect of God 
and the sanctity of life, else society will teach them 
the exact opposite. Our children need to see consis
tency and sincerity in our belief and worship of God. 
They need a strong family environment where they 
can get constant encouragement, support, and train-

ing. But most of all, they need to be taught proper 
respect of authority, especially the authority of God 
and his Word (Rom. 13). 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14 that we are the "light 
of the world." We must be diligent in bringing light 
to the world - if we don't do it, who will? It is im
perative that we remain steadfast in our faith and de
votion to God- quite literally, our children's future 
depends on it. 2-1-39-6031kenohata, Taito-KU 
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Oneness of the Faith 
By Harold Littrell 

T he early church was led by inspired and gifted 
men, to guide, instruct, and protect the flock 
of God until the completed revelation was 

available. 
In Ephesians 4:13 the completed revelation is re

ferred to as "the oneness of the faith," or "the unity 
of the faith." The Greek phrase is ten henoteta tes 
pisteos. 

"The faith" (tes pisteos) is that body of doctrine 
"once for all delivered to the saints" Qude 3); for 
which we are to earnestly contend. It is the same body 
of truth included in the term, the Word, Timothy is 
told to preach (2 Tim. 4:2). 

The "oneness of the faith" was attained when the 
last inspired part of "the faith" was penned by the 
beloved John, as he finished writing the book of Rev
elation. The Bible was completed by that last inspired 
book. 

At that point "the perfect law of liberty" Qames 
1:25) Christ's law (1 Cor. 9:21) was perfected- fin
ished, and the pen of inspiration had done its work for 
all time. Now the completed revelation, the inspired 
scriptures perfectly furnish us unto every good work 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The gifts indicated in Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Corin
thians 12:8-10 were given, primarily, to men who 
were apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors (elders, 
overseers) and teachers. The specific Spirit-given gifts 
are listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10. They were to 
cease with the coming of the completed revelation (1 
Cor. 13:8-10; Eph. 4:13). 

According to Ephesians 4:12-13 the gifts were 
given to equip the saints for the work of service, for 
building up the body of Christ- until we attain "the 
oneness of the faith." 

This body of doctrine called "the faith" - the 
perfect law of liberty -would so completely supply 
us with the needed guidance that we would not be 
"little children to be tossed back and forth and car
ried about by every wind of doctrine in the craftiness 
and deceitful scheming of people" (Eph. 4:14). 

With the completion of the inspired Word - the 
completed revelation- the oneness of the faith- we 
are able "to speak the truth in love," with all confi-
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dence, assurance, and boldness. We are able to speak 
as the Word (oracles-logia) of God (1 Pet. 4:11), and 
we are able to "all speak the same thing" (1 Cor. 1:1 0). 

This same truth is presented by Paul in 1 Corin
thians 13:9-10 like this : "For now we know a portion 
and prophesy a portion; but when the completed rev
elation comes, that which is by portion will be done 
away." 

In Romans 12:6 we find Paul saying, "And we 
have gifts differing according to the grace given us. 
If it be prophecy, prophesy according to the propor
tion of the faith." (Most versions miss the point of 
"the faith" here entirely, rendering "the faith" as 
"faith," "his faith," or the like.) In other words, Paul 
is saying, "If your gift is that of prophecy, speak no 
more and no less than the portion of 'the faith' given 
you by the Spirit." 

Now that we have all of the Word of God avail
able - the completed revelation - we may teach 
and preach "the whole counsel of God." We are not 
restricted to a portion, for that which is by portion 
(the Spirit-given gift of prophecy) has ceased. We 
have "the perfect law of liberty" Qames 1:25); the 
"law of faith" (Rom. 3:27). 
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Those special gifts were no longer needed after the 
Word was confirmed by such evidences of God's 
power, for after the completed revelation came we 
have "all Scripture that is given by the inspiration of 
God to guide us (2 Tim. 3 :16-17; See H eb. 2:3-4; 
Mark. 16:20). 

Now we have "the perfect law of liberty"- "the 
oneness of the faith" - the completed revelation." 
This is "the light" in which we are to walk (1 John 
1: 7). If we look into it, and continue in it, we shall be 
blessed, James tells us Oames 1 :25). 

The completed revelation is the doctrine of Christ 
in which we must abide to have both the Father and the 
Son (2 John 9). Some are making light of 2 John 9, 
annulling it somewhat like the Jews who set aside 
God's Law, to keep their traditions (Mark 7:7-9). 

"The doctrine of Christ" of 2 John 9 comprehends 
all of Christ's doctrine - all of "the faith" - all of 
"the Word." Timothy was commanded to preach (2 
Tim. 4:2). 

If we do not abide in the doctrine of Christ which 
is the "oneness of the faith" ("the completed revela
tion") we separate ourselves from God. The very in
stant we leave "the faith" we leave God as well (2 
John 9). 

This being true, we need to be aware of our 
responsibility to accept it as the final authority in all 
matters pertaining to our relationship with God. 

This is a very sobering truth; yet it appears that 
many are unaware of the tragic consequences of de
parting from Christ's doctrine. 

As long as we walk in the light of the Bible we 
have fellowship with everyone else who is also living 
according to the completed revelation. Here is the 
Lord's way to have unity - to be perfectly joined to
gether (1 Cor. 1:10). 

Unity of all believers - the unity for which Jesus 
prayed Oohn 17:20-21)- is assured to everyone 
who continues in his doctrine. Separation from God 
and from the redeemed is assured to everyone who 
departs from the sacred Word of God. 

The gifts were to equip the saints until (mechri) 
"the faith" was attained; until a full knowledge of 
God's Son was attained - then we could grow to 
maturity - become Christlike in mind and in spirit 
(Phil. 2:5; Rom. 8:9). 

There was no "full knowledge" available while 
the partial gifts were equipping the saints. At that 
time, as Paul shows in 1 Corinthians 13 :8-10, the 
brethren "knew a portion and prophesied a portion," 
but, Paul says, "But when the completed revelation 

comes, that which is by portion will be done away. 
In essence, that is what Paul is saying in Eph

esians 4. The gifts were given to equip the saints un
til "the faith" was completed - until we attained 
the full knowledge (epignosko) needed to help us be 
mature and to become like our Lord. 

This is "the faith" through which we have access 
to God's grace (Rom. 5 :2) . 

We should thank God for his precious and holy 
Word! We should believe it with all our hearts, and 
obey it with all our strength. It is the Word of his 
grace that is able to build us up, and to give us the 
reward with the sanctified (Acts 20:32). The grace 
of God has been revealed to all people through the 
completed Word, the faith "once for all delivered to 
the saints" Oude 3), "teaching us" (Titus 2:11). 

We should "hunger and thirst" for the Word, 
and for the grace and righteousness it reveals to us 
(Matt. 5:6; Rom .. 1:16-17; 5:2; 1 Pet. 2:2); and we 
should soberly recognize that we are to be judged by 
that same sacred Word at the last Oames 2:12; John 
12:48). 
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We Must Stand in Awe 
By Roy J. Hearn 

I t has been shown in previous articles that 
(1) God is largely ignored by the human race. 
(2) One basis for reverence for God is that man is 

made in his image. 
(3) Before the written word, God had representa

tives of earth. 
(4) God's name is his representative. 
(5) The Bible is now God's representative. It was 

written by men directed by the Holy Spirit, and is 
directed to all responsible beings today 

Humans Must Reverence the Word of God 
God has always demanded humility on the part of 
mankind. Isaiah 66:2 states: "But to this man will I 
look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at my word." 

In Matthew 5:3 Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor 
in spirit." That is, those who are lowly of mind. 

1 Peter 5:6 says, "Humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time." God hates improper pride and arrogance 
(Prov. 6: 17). 

The Psalmist said, "But my heart standeth in awe 
of thy word" (Psa. 119:161). 

Samuel was given by his mother to serve in the 
tabernacle of the Lord. When he was young the Lord 
called to him three times. Finally, Eli told Samuel 
how to answer, so on the fourth call he said, "Speak, 
for thy servant heareth" (1 Sam. 3:10). 

Everyone should have such respect for God's 
Word that he will hear and obey it, and not quibble 
to find ways to get around it. The Word of God 
should be regarded as sacred. 

To respect the Word is to respect God, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 10:40; Luke 10:40; 1 
Cor. 2:11-13). 

For awhile the Israelites returning from Babylo
nian captivity had great respect for the law of 
Moses. Nehemiah reveals that when the book of the 
law of Moses was read: 

From the morning until midday, before the men 
and women, and those that could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were attentive 
unto the book of the law ... and when he opened 
it, all the people stood up (Neh. 8: 1-5). 
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How often do people, out of respect for the 
Word of God, stand when it is read? Men women 
and children were required to hear it: "That they 
may hear, and that they may learn, and fear the Lord 
your God, and observe to do all the words of this 
law" (Deut. 31:11-13; Josh. 8:32-35). 

How different it is today! Some get fidgety if a 
chapter is read or if the preacher's lesson is over 
twenty minutes. How many people in this age would 
stand while the Book of Acts is read? 

Christians have gotten soft. They are too anxious 
to get away from God and get to the golf course, tele
vision, or the lake. Time was when gospel meetings 
lasted three weeks or a month, often with services 
twice a day. Now it is difficult to get the church mem
bers to endure more than three day meetings. 

When John the immerser preached in the Jordan 
valley and baptized people in order to the remission of 
sins, the heat was intense, and the people were 
plagued with gnats, flies and mosquitoes, but the cit
ies were practically emptied to go and hear him 
preach. Now it is difficult to get a crowd with air con
ditioning, padded seats and all the conveniences! 

There is a word peculiar to Christ used in the 
Greek New Testament. It is kuriakos, and used to 
modify day and supper. 1 Corinthians 11:20 men
tions the Lord's supper, kuriakon deipnon. It belongs 
to Christ. Revelation 1:10 refers to the Lord's day, 
kuriake hemera. So as the supper belongs to the Lord, 
so does the day. But who believes it! To neglect the 
Lord's day and his supper is to show lack of respect for 
the Lord. 

Showing Reverence for God's Word 
When a parent speaks to a child, it is disrespectful 
for the child not to give heed. In Revelation 2 and 3, 
seven times it is said: "He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches." '\ 

The whole of the New Testament is addressed to 
the church today. For any in the church to turn a 
deaf ear to anything therein enjoined is to show ir
reverence to God. Thus, to show reverence one must 
hear and respect God's Word. 

One must believe the Word of God. It is a crime, 
even a sin, for the creature not to believe in his Cre-



ator, or for the subject not to respect the authority of 
the Lawgiver, or for the child not to revere the One 
who forms his soul. Is it not sad how much disbelief 
in God there is? With the influences of evolutionists, 
humanists, and advocates of the New Age movement 
upon our children in every avenue of life, it will not 
soon get better, unless Christians show more rever
ence for God and stand for his Word. 

Likewise, one must obey God. To refuse is rebel
lion, and to neglect it is criminal. For one to willfully 
remain ignorant of it is to incur guilt which will 
bring condemnation. Any act of disobedience is ir
reverent. Since everyone will be judged by the Word 
of Christ, it behooves all to obey it Uohn 12:48). 

Christ will be the judge (Acts 17:30-31). 
Nobody can be disrespectful to the name of 

God, and at the same time respect God. Neither can 
one respect and reverence God without respecting 
his Word. 790 State St. 
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Power in the Word 
By T. Pierce Brown 

F or the word of God is quick, and power
ful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asun

der of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mar
row, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in
tents of the heart (Heb. 4: 12). 

In the first chapters of the Bible we are repeat
edly told, "God said -," and it happened. 

Most of us are familiar with the story in Mark 
4:39, "And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said 
unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, 
and there was a great calm." 

john 1:12 says we have power to become sons of 
God. Of course this power is only exercised when 
we obey the whole gospel, which is the power of 
God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). 

Those in the family of God should say with 
David, "Thy word have I hid in my heart that I 
might not sin against thee" (Psa. 119:11). 

The Word of God has power to keep us from sin, 
if we hide it in our hearts. No doubt this was part of 
what Paul meant when he said in 1 Corinthians 
10:13: 

There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may.be able to bear it. 

The Word of God gives power to escape from 
temptations. When that Word is engrafted or im-

planted it is able to save our souls Uames 1:21). 
The point we emphasize is that the power of 

God's Word is available to all humanity today to the 
extent that it is accepted and applied. 

Anyone, even an atheist, can take any part of 
God's word that he will apply properly and will dis
cover that it has power to accomplish its purpose. 

Suppose a Hindu read from God's Word, "But I 
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you" (Matt. 5:44). He is moved by this wonderful 
philosophy and decides to practice it to the best of 
his ability. It will have the power to change and el
evate his life. But the Hindu does not become a child 
of God by obeying this one command. 

Many miss this point. They may see a Hindu or a 
nun or a member of some denomination making sac
rifices for humanity that put the average Christian to 
shame. They assume that such benevolence bestows 
sainthood and even eternal glory. 

To follow the teaching of the Bible about right 
conduct brings a blessing in this life, but does not 
guarantee a blessing in the life to come. The everlast
ing blessings of God come only to those who obey 
the whole gospel (2 Thess. 1 :8). 
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l''Third Millennium'' Translation 
By Dr. Hugo McCord 

' 

he new Holman Christian Standard Bible is in 
process. It is being produc~d by "the oldest 
Bible publisher in America" (1743). The 

Holman Bible Publishers is a company "grounded in 
the belief that the Bible is inerrant and is the sole au
thority for faith and practice in the life of a Christian." 

The "golden text of the Bible" in Holman's "third 
millennium" translation says: 

For God loved the world in this way: He gave His 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish but have eternal life Uohn 3:16). 

"Word Studies" and footnotes accompany the 
text of Holman's new Bible. The "Word Study" says 
that the translation "only Son" means "that His es
sential nature is the same as the Father's." On the 
contrary, the two words "only Son" say only that the 
Father does not have two or more sons. 

Biblically there is no way that Jesus can be called 
the "only Son" of God. "The first man Adam" (1 
Cor. 15 :45) is called a "son" of "God" (Luke 3:23, 
38), which makes all Adam's descendants physically 
children of God. Of them one was Jesus (Luke 3:23, 
38), but he was not the only son of God. 

Spiritually, all people "who believe on" Jesus' 
name biblically are "children of God," or have the 
"right" to become so Uohn 1:12-13; Gal. 3:26-27; 
4:6; James 1:18; 1 John 2:29; 5:1), with Jesus being 
their elder brother, being called "the firstborn . 
among many brothers" (Rom. 8 :29). 

Thus neither physically nor spiritually is Jesus 
the "only Son" of God. Sad it is that the Holman 
"third millennium" translation, by calling Jesus the 
"only Son" of God, is following the "second millen
nium" translations that have erred with "only Son" 
(RSV, NRSV) and "one and only Son" (Niv, NNIV). 

It is good that the new Holman "third millen
nium" translation does not follow the "second mil
lennium" translations that have erred with "only be
gotten Son" (KJY, NKJY, ASV, NASB). The Holman 
translators reject the "only begotten Son" translation 
by going to the· Greek word monogenes: 

God the Son did not have an origin and was not 
in any sense begotten or created by God. He is 
himself an eternal being. Therefore, it is best to 
understand monogenes to be from monus (only) 
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and genos (kind, Latin, genus), meaning the only 
one of its kind ..•. In the Old Latin translation, 
monogenes was translated unicus, from which 
we get our word unique ("Word Study," p. 8). 

. The falseness of the Holman translation, "only 
Son," is removed completely if the translators would 
make use of one of their own descriptions in defin
ing monogenes as "the only one of its kind" (better, 
"the only One of His kind") or the "unique" One. 
This would make John 3:16 to say: 

For God loved the world in this way: He gave 
His unique One [or, the only One of His kind], 
so that everyone who believes in Him will not 
perish but have eternal life. 

Support for this found in Hebrews 11:17 where 
Isaac is called Abraham's monogenes. Isaac was not 
Abraham's only begotten son (Ishmael was his first
born and there were other sons through Keturah), 
but Isaac was the only one of his kind - the son of 
promise" (v. 18). 

11625 SWVacuna Ct. 
Portland, OR 97219-8903 

(Brother McCord's point is well taken. We await 
the publication of this new translation in the expecta
tion that the publisher's promise will be kept and 
the translation will follow faithfully the "original" 
Greek manuscripts. Anyway the announced aim of 
Holman Bible Publishers to give us a rendition that 
(1) "celebrates the inerrancy of the Word of God," (2) 
is reader friendly, (3) remains ffsteadfast in a changing 
world," and (4) ffwill be the most precise Bible Trans
lation ever produced'" is noted and we look forward 
to tasting the "pudding," and pray that it will not 
turn to ashes on the lip.) 
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Loveless 
By Lindell Mitchell 

D ivisions sometimes erupt between brethren 
because people are unwilling to exercise pa 
tience and work out differences with a lov

ing spirit. Divisions also aris~ because Christians 
refuse to forgive one another, though God has for
given them. In these cases Paul's instruction is disre
garded: 

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to an
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you 
(Eph. 4:31-32). 

Love is patient, but the envious want to immedi
ately cast out any who refuse to pamper their will. 
Love is kind, but loveless men are mean, belligere~t, 
and harsh. Their spirit drives wedges progressively 
deep instead of healing wounds. Love is not jealous, 
but the unloving are ruled by envy, readily speaking 
evil against others, thinking they are elevated by de
grading people around them. Love does not brag, 
but pride is boastful refusing to admit any error or 
mistake. Love is not arrogant, but the unloving are 
jealous and want to withdraw from those who do 
not share the high opinion they have of themselves. 
Love does not act unseemly, but the loveless vent the 
bile of their wrath on others. Love does not seek its 
own, while selfish pride delights in building factions. 
Such men gather themselves into quasi-councils and 
business enterprises dedicated to factiousness. Love 
is not easily provoked, but loveless hearts lack pa
tience. Love does not think evil, but the envious see 
the conduct of others in the worst possible light. 
They are nigglers of the worst sort. Love does not 
rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices in truth; envy 
is glad to hear of another's fall and will publicly pa
rade it, ever widening breaches. While love bears all 
things, loveless men will endure nothing for the 
good of the common cause. Love believes all things, 
but the unloving want to believe only what hurts 
others or flatters their own pride. Love never fails; it 
abides forever (See 1 Cor. 13:1-13). 

Love is the greatest attribute of New Testament 
Christianity. Without it, understanding, knowledge, 
faith, good works, and suffering are pointless. Paul 

said, "But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; 
but the Greatest of these is love" (1 Cor. 13:13). 
Jesus commanded, "Love one another, even as I have 
loved you .... By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another" Uohn 
13:34-35). 

Without love there is no true Christian fellow
ship, no loyal church of Christ. Only when Christian 
love is present are we capable of fulfilling the admo
nition of Philippians 2:2-8: 

Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be li~eminded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 
Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. Look not every man on 
his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others. Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be
came obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. 

John urged us to love one another: "For this is 
the message that ye heard from the beginning, that 
we should love one another" (1 John 3:11). He 
added, "We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death" ( 1 John 
3:14-15). 

When love dwells in his heart, the Christian will 
endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. He will forbear with his brother in Christ 
as he would with a member of his own family. 
Where love is, division is difficult to manufacture. 
Those who love make every effort to redeem erring 
souls. Where love is not, there is fertile soil for the 
seeds of sectarianism. 
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Potpourri ••• 

Crrent events, especially as they affect spiri
tual issues, should be of vital interest to ev
ery child of God. Such knowledge gives an un

derstanding of the drift of society and an appreciation 
of how we can counterbalance ungodly trends. 

It is the business of the devout to oppose with 
strength every debilitating influence in our commu
nity, as becomes a good citizen. In the interest of 
family, state, and church Christians must not shun 
the struggle but must enter the contest, holding high 
the banner of truth. If the voice of the saint is not 
heard in the land, then who shall champion the good 
and the pure? This, of course, does not mean divid
ing the body of Christ along political lines, but it 
does mean that each of us must speak out for God 
and country in an apolitical way. 

World Mission ForuDl 

11Pill 9dy House, 

Why attend a mission forum? 
• Exciting mission reports 
• Designed to promote world evangelism 
• Planned to show ways everybody 

can be involved 
• Displays 
•Singing 
• Slide presentations 
• Nursery and pre-school services provided 

Forest Park Church of Christ 
5238 Phillips Dr. • Forest Park, Georgia 
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Phone: (404) 366-3820 
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Some events of the day are heart-warming and 
encouraging and others are dismal and distressing, 
but whether the occurrence is happy or sad, we have 
a need to know about it. There is a commendable 
desire to be apprised of the praiseworthy that we 
may recommend it, and to be aware of the arrantly 
vile that we may oppose it. 
_ Soooooo, here goes! 

Willis, ruas 
$Two girls, 13 and 15, were reprimanded by a 

public school teacher because they had Bibles with 
them at school. They were not reading the Bibles, 
nor putting them on display, but carrying them in 
backpacks. The teacher spotted one of the Bibles, 
took it away from the little girl, and shook it under 
the nose of the second child demanding to know, 
"Do you have one of these?" (The fact the teacher 
had to ask the student if she had a Bible with her 
shows that the Good Book was not being flaunted in 
the face of her schoolmates, though that would not 
be bad.) 

Anyway, the middle-school teacher, Sara 
Flottman, threatened to call Child Protectiye Ser
vices and have the girls taken away. She threw the 
Bible in the trash can, saying, "We don't tolerate this 
garbage in school." 

One of the girls said, "We arrived at school and 
she (Sara Flottman) was checking on us." 

Another student in the same school, Jeremy 
Pasket, 13, was required to remove a Ten Command
ments book cover from a book. 

A lawsuit, alleging violation of freedom of 
speech, free exercise of religion, and the right to 
equal protection against the school district and the 
teacher has been filed. 

The girls are now being home-schooled. 

Sf~Wetlig6f . 
OMichelle Dempsey, an attorney, loudly ob

jected to honoring Playboy founder Hugh Hefner by 
renaming a Chicago street for him. Dempsey said, 
"Do not allow this high-class pimp, the biggest por
nographer in our country, to have his own street in 
Chicago" (Chicago Tribune, April 12, 2000, by cour
tesy of Earl Davis). 



Funerary 
®Aggressive sales practices in the funeral indus

try are leaving grieving survivors feeling anything 
but "peace of mind," a Senate committee was told. 
Alarmed by consumer complaints over unscrupulous 
operators, the Senate's Special Committee on Aging 
opened hearings on whether Americans are being 
cheated when they bury loved ones. 

@The Dead People Server belongs on the book
mark lists of Internet users everywhere who wonder 
about the current breathing status of the likes of ac
tors Ruth Roman, Stewart Granger, David Niven 
and Kim Novak. (Dead, dead, dead and alive.) You 
can look it up at www.dpsinfo.com. 

This compelling exercise in the microchip maca
bre offers the flip side of those happy-talk lists of 
birthdays in the gossip columns with a digital dollop 
of death. Listed, says the site's curator, Laurie D.T. 
Mann, is a collection of thousands of famous dead 
people, famous people widely believed to be dead but 
who are, in fact, still alive, and others, like comic Bob 
Newhart, whom Mann lists as "seems to be alive." 

@Speaking of death ... Perhaps inspired by the 
Dead People Server is www.finalthoughts.com, a fu
neral theme site that assists with what undertakers 
like to call "pre-need planning," casket fitting and 
other last-minute details. 

The gimmick here is a service that lets customers 
draft e-mail messages that will be sent to those on 
one's list after one's passing. As an added feature, 
you can arrange for e-mails to be dribbled out over 
weeks, months or even years after death, a feature of 
possible interest to those with messy divorces (Chi
cago Tribune (and Earl Davis), Apr. 12, 2000). 

Strange 
@At Haverford College in Haverford, Pa., where 

some dorms already feature coed bathrooms, men 
and women now may share dormitory bedrooms. 
This new lifestyle option evolved partly in response 
to the Bisexual, Gay and Lesbian Alliance, who, in 
an ironic twist, say that gays and lesbians sometimes 
prefer living with members of the opposite sex. 

@While you're pondering that, how about this: 
The University of Michigan is offering a course this 
fall titled: "How to be Gay: Male Homosexuality 
and Initiation." 

The course will examine gay identity by studying 
gay males' writings, Broadway musicals, "muscle 
culture" and interior design. 

Some conservative groups ... are protesting. The 

Michigan affiliate of the American Family Associa
tion promises to "expose the misrepresentation of 
the radical homosexual agenda and stop its spread 
through our culture" (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 12, 
2000, via Earl Davis- thanks Earl). 

Why do we need to teach homosexuals how to 
be gay? I thought they claimed to be born that way. 
We do not need to teach people how to have a cer
tain skin complexion, or texture of hair, seeing they 
were born that way. Still, we may need to teach the 
homosexuals how to be straight. By the way, does 
this suggest that homosexual behavior is learned? 

Dedicated to the memory of 
W. David Holland 

Southwest Louisiana 
Lectureship 
A_ugust 18·20, 2000 

-The Best Is Yet to Come
( An investigation of the book of Hebrews) 

Friday, August 18 
6:00 p.m ...... A Better Messenger (Ch. 1) 

...................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
7:00 p.m ...... A Better Message (Ch. 2) 

............................................ Stephen Wiggins 
8:00 p.m ...... A Better Faith (Ch. 3) 

............................................... Waymon Swain 

Saturday, August 19 
9:00 a.m ...... A Better Rest (Ch. 4) 

. ..................................................... Mark Sloan 
10:00 a.m ...... A Better High Priest (Ch. 4:14-Ch. 5) 

............................................ Stephen Wiggins 
11 :00 a.m ...... A Better Promise (Ch. 6) 

............................................... Waymon Swain 
1 :00 p.m ...... A Better Hope (Ch. 7) 

...................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
2:30 p.m ...... A Better Covenant (Ch. 8) 

...................................................... Mark Sloan 

Sunday, August 20 
9:30 a.m ...... A Better Tabernacle (Ch. 9) 

...................................................... Mark Sloan 
10:30 a.m ...... A Better Sacrifice (Ch. 1 0) 

...................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
1 :30 p.m ...... A Better Witness (Ch. 11) 

............................................... Waymon Swain 
2:30p.m ...... The Best Is Yet to Come (Ch. 12-13) 

...................................... H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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SIC Issues 
OThe Southern Baptists, America's largest Prot

estant denomination, have drawn up a proposed 
statement of belief declaring that women should no 
longer be ordained as preachers. 

The statement was up for ratification at the de
nominations annual meeting June 13-14 in Orlando. 
It passed. 

The text reads: "While both men and women are 
gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor 
[preacher] is limited to men as qualified by Scrip
ture." A footnote cites 1 Timothy 2:9-14 ("I permit 
not a woman to teach or to have authority over men; 
she is to keep silent"). 

The proposed new Baptist convention platform 
condemns abortion, homosexuality, and mercy kill
ing (AP by way of Chicago 1Hbune (May 19, 2000), 
via Earl Davis). 

(Note: The SBC approved ordaining women to 
preach in 1964, and now appear ready to recant. It is 
good and necessary to go strictly by the sacred scrip
tures, and that will prevent vacillating between two 
opinions. The Southern Baptist Convention is com-

CHANGE 
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CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST 

by William Woodson 
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A study in contemporary problems with change 
agents among churches of Christ. Brother Woodson 
has painstakingly examined the arguments and 
efforts of the change agents in the church, using 
substantial resources of historical research and 
Bible analysis. The diligent student will realize that 
the church must not fade into denominationalism, 
but must continue to stand distinctively for Christ, 
his church, and the truth, the Word of God. 

paperback only • 324 pages 
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mitted to rejection of religious liberalism - but still 
has a way to go.) 
MefiJodist 11nd Mormons 

OA new United Methodist Church policy state
ment declares that the Mormon church, "by 
self-definition, does not fit within the bounds of the 
historic, apostolic tradition of the Christian faith." 

The United Methodist Church is the third largest 
U.S. denomination, with 8.4 million members, while 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ranks 
seventh, claiming 5 million members. 

The policy, approved at a Methodist conference 
without debate, says Mormonism has "some radi
cally differing doctrine on such matters of belief as 
the nature and being of God; the nature, origin, and 
purpose of Jesus Christ; and the nature and way of 
salvation." 

The Methodists say Mormons believe in a 
"gendered, married and procreating god" with "a 
body of flesh and bones," and "more closely resembles 
a tritheistic or possibly a polytheistic faith" .than 
monotheism. 

In Salt Lake City the Mormon church responded: 

IAtose 
Cbaage 
-GieaaCoUey 

A class book about the change movement among 
churches of Christ - a movement which seeks to 
loosen the restraints and requirements God has placed 
on people in his Word. The 13 chapters deal with the 
history of division among brethren, the church of 
Christ versus denominationalism, worhiping to please 
God, is it a sin to play the piano in worship, saved by 
grace, the "new" hermeneutic, fellowship and the 
bull's-eye gospel, women's role in today's church, who 
are the brethren in the contemporary church, and other 
topics. paperback, 85 pages 

$3.95 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling for one book 
add .25 s&h for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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"Latter-day Saints embrace both ancient and modern 
revelations that proclaim Jesus Christ as the living, 
divine Son of God, the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. Any assertion otherwise demonstrates a lack of 
knowledge of Latter-day Saint doctrine and teach
ings" (Chicago Tribune, May 19, 2000). 

(Hey, wait just a minute - I thought the Meth
odists did not believe in being judgmental - but they 
are right about Mormon doctrine.) 

Anglifans Broke 
ONew Brunswick - The Anglican Church of 

Canada, the nation's third largest religious body, 
hopes to avoid bankruptcy through help from the 
Canadian government. 

The national executive board met to discuss the 
denomination's declining finances and lawsuits al
leging [sexual] abuse at church residential schools. 

Church legal costs over the abuse claims reached 
1.5 million Canadian dollars in 1999 and another 
$112,000 in the first three months of 2000. The 
church says about 1,600 suits against the national 
denomination and dioceses are asking total damages 
of more than $2 billion (Chicago Tribune, May 5, 
2000). 

Blood 
0 Hugh Delli on (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 20, 2000) 

reports that in Lebanon each year many people go 
through a strange religious ritual in memory of the 
martyrdom of Hussein, Muhammad's grandson. The 
day is called ashoura. Old and young voluntarily spill 
their blood to bring atonement. 

At the mosque where the Nabatiye procession 
begins, young men and boys line up in front of 
Neheydin, a town butcher respected for his experi
ence with the ashoura cutting. Using the squared tip 
of a plastic-handled barber's razor, Meheydin made 
two or three slices in the flesh above the hairline of 
each volunteer. Others use daggers and machetes. In 
some cases the blood quickly flowed down the 
youths' faces and dripped between their shoes. Oth
ers had to induce the flow, patting their heads as 
they began reciting the ashoura chant and heading 
down the steps to join the procession. 

Some Shiites try to curb the tradition. Speaking 
in their mosques and on television, many imams 
publicly call for an end to the ritual. 

Colossians 2:23 says, 'Which things have indeed 
a show of wisdom in will-worship, and humility, and 
severity to the body; but are not of any value against 
the indulgence of the flesh., 

feminism 
®Charles Krauthammer (Chicago Tribune, May 

15, 2000) tells the life story of Germaine Greer, metro 
editor of the Times. It is terse and sad, and goes like 
this: (1) Greer committed to radical feminism and 
became the exemplar of the fiercely independent, ag
gressively sexual, new woman. She reveled in her lov
ers, and in telling about them. (2) In middle age, re
membering the joy of taking care of the child of a 
friend, she decided to have a baby and now reveals the 
hollowness and terrible sorrow that haunts her. The 
physical consequence of her youthful debauchery 
made motherhood impossible. (3) Germaine Greer is 
now older, wiser, alone, and unspeakably sad, having 
learned that feminism has its price and its victims. 

1 Timothy 2 :9-15 says: 
In like man11er, that women adom themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefastness and sobri
ety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls or 
costly raiment; but (which becometh women 

Audio Cassette 
Sermon Album 
Vol. 1·4 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) ................................ $59.95 

• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) .......... 15.95 

• Volume 1 (4 tapes) 
•Keynotes of Scripture 
•Remember the Words of Jesus 
•The Kingdom of Heaven 
•Salvation 

• Volume 2 (4 tapes) 
·The Church of Christ- Its Principles and Plea 
·The Church- Lost and Found 
•The First Gospel Sermon 
·The Church- The Divine Plan of Salvation 

• Volume 3 (4 tapes) 
•How and Why Men Disobey God 
•God's Message to Man and How It Is Sent 
•The Disciples Prayer 
•The Gospel of the Beatitudes 

• Volume (4 tapes) 
•The Meaning of Faith 
•The Word of the Cross 
•The Resurrection Gospel 
•The Story That Never Grows Old 

$3.00 shipping and handling for one volume 
add .50 for each additional volume ordered 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

July . 2000 27 
Firm Foundation 



professing godliness) through good works. Let a 
woman leam in quietness with all subjection. 
But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have 
dominion over a man, but to be in quietness. For 
Adam was first formed, then Eve; and Adam was 
not beguiled, but the woman being beguiled hath 
fallen into transgression: but she shall be saved 
through her child-bearing, if they continue in 
faith and love and sanctification with sobriety. 

How somber it is that so many are "ever learning 
but never able to come to an exact knowledge of the 
truth." 

The Old Grey Mare 

®Civil disobedience isn't what it used to be. 
To protest the United Methodist Church's ban 

on homosexual church marriages and ordinations a 
handful of Methodist leaders volunteered to be 
carted off to jail. 

The arrest of Chicago's Methodist bishop, C. Jo
seph Sprague, and other protesters Wednesday out
side the United Methodist Church's quadrennial 
general conference followed days of negotiations 
among protest leaders, church officials, and Cleve
land police. 

The bishop told the protesters that he wanted to 

be hospitable to the group (mostly non-Methodists) 
in any way he could, including asking Methodist del
egates to let the group into their meeting. 

The protesters said they didn't want to bother 
anybody. They would just have themselves arrested 
outside, instead. 

The police promised to tell the protesters exactly 
where to stand and how to proceed for the most 
courteous mass arrest possible. 

-They were good to their word; when one pro-

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daugherty ... 
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tester got confused Wednesday, an officer gestured 
him over to the driveway where he would legally be 
construed as blocking traffic. Here that is apparently 
an detestable offense known as "persistent disor
derly conduct," though it was neither persistent nor 
disorderly 

Protest organizers did do their best to summon up 
images of storied civil disobedience from the past. 
Arun Gandhi, the grandson of Indian independence 
leader Mohandas Gandhi, came to the demonstra
tion, as did the daughter of civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., and a few of King's contemporaries, 
including Rev James Lawson. The appeal to the past 
lost a little of its steam when Yolanda King sped off in 
a limo instead of being arrested, but Arun Gandhi did 
get his day in Cleveland Municipal Court (Chicago 
Tribune, May 11, 2000, courtesy Earl Davis). 

Abort Abortion 

@Dean Alberty, a former tissue procurement 
technician, testified before Congress about the grue
some business of abortion. Baby parts are sold for 
profit, but at what cost to the baby? 

Mr. Alberty told legislators about infant twins, 
aborted alive and brought to him in a pan for dissec
tion. At the hearing and on Life Dynamics videotape, 
Mr. Alberty said the twins, who were between·26 and 
30 weeks old, were "cuddling each other" and "gasp
ing for breath." 

Over the course of the hearing, evidence of a 
trade in baby body parts entered the congressional 
record. Baby parts price lists are now in the docu
ment and available to examine. Also in the record is 
information about Planned Parenthood's improper 
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much factual, easy-to-read information on fossils, 
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financial support of companies that harvest and re
sell baby brains, eyes, limbs, and organs. The "in
formed consent" procedures for mothers consider
ing donating their aborted children for medical re
search was introduced in testimony. 

Mother's give the body of their unborn baby to 
procurement companies that in turn sell the human 
parts to researchers for a handsome profit (Source: 
World magazine, May 1, 2000). 

Because they have forsaken me, and have es
tranged this place, and have burned incense in it 
unto other gods, that they knew not, they and 
their fathers and the kings of Judah; and have 
filled this place with the blood of innocents, and 
have built the high places of Baal, to burn their 
sons in the fire for burnt-offerings unto Baal; 
which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither 
came it into my mind: therefore, behold, the days 
come, saithjehovah, that this place shall no more 
be called Topheth, nor the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, but the valley of Slaughter Uer 19:4-6). 

Malting a Buclt 

0 Planned Parenthood Federation of America last 
year raked in some serious cash. A February report 
released by the pro-abortion group shows that its 
profits nearly tripled during fiscal year 1998-1999. 
PPFA reported "income in excess of expenditures" 
(read: profit) of $42.3 million for the 1997-1998 fis
cal year. But for the accounting period ending June 
30, 1999, PPFA reported profits of $125.8 million on 
gross income of $660 million. A substantial portion of 
that profit may have come from a single donation: 
PPFA received $7 5 million from the estate of Donald 
and Mildred Othmer. But even after that gift is sub
tracted, PPFAs after-expenses earnings are up 17 per
cent. 

Of the PPF.Ns 1998-1999 income, $211 million 
came from clinic operations (the rest came from dona
tions and government funding). Of the clinic opera
tions earnings- $58.8 million- more than 1 of ev
ery 4 dollars earned-came from killing an unborn 
child. That's about the same percentage- from
abortion income as PPFA reported the previous year. 
But though the percentage remains the same, the ac
tual dollar figure from abortions performed is climb
ing ever higher. That's because the sheer number of 
unborn children killed in PPF.Ns 850 clinics continues 
to rise,_ from 139,000 in 1995 to nearly 168,000 last 
year. In 1999, PPFA earned 58.8 million abortion 
dollars, up from $54 million in 1997, and $41 million 
in 1994. 

"During a time when the number of abortions 

nationally has steadily decreased, Planned Parent
hood is performing more, not fewer, abortions," says 
James Sedlak, director of Stop Planned Parenthood 
International, a division of American Life League. 

Mr. Sedlak believes the increase is a business de
cision born of necessity. A report posted on STOPP's 
website aggregates financial and usage statistics re
ported by PPFA on various clinical services, such as 
health maintenance, HIV screening, infertility treat
ment, and abortion-related services. Since 1995, the 
number of clients using PPFA has fallen steadily in 
10 of 20 nonabortion-related services. But abortion 
related services, including "emergency contracep
tion show the largest growth by far (World maga
zine, Apr. 22, 2000). 

}lnotlier e~elknt 6oolfrom 
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Ponder This 
~Nancy M. Czerwiec, Director of The Human 

Life Resource Center, wrote: 
One wonders how long some columnists will 

continue to espouse the safe sex myth. With 
more than 4 billion tax dollars already spent on 
this false concept since 1971, it would seem the 
press would understand contraceptive sex re
sults in broken lives, pregnancy, abortion, STDs, 
AIDS, etc. 

Today who would suggest teens be taught 
'safe smoking,' 'safe drugs' or 'safe drinking'? 
Yet, despite 30 years of the fai led sexual revolu
tion, all we hear in the media is safe sex. 

Recently doctors for the Consortium of State 
Physicians concluded in a 1999 study that 
abstinence-only programs along with the fear of 
AIDS, generational changes and increased cul
tural acceptance of abstinence were the primary 
reason for the decline in teen pregnancy and 
births through the 1990s. But for teens remaining 
sexually active, out-of-wedlock births to female 
teens rose 29 percent from 1988 to 1995 in spite 
of a 33 percent increased use of condoms. Absti
nence is the only 100 percent safe, healthy 
lifestyle for teens (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 24, 
2000). 

Commentary 
Romans 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

The last title to come from the pen of Foy E. Wallace 
Jr. His intention to publish commentaries on these 
epistles (written earlier in his life) was halted by death 
on Dec. 18, 1979. His work ended with Ephesians 
4:17. Comments on the remainder of the Ephesian 
letter have been supplied by his son, Wilson Wallace, 
using as far as possible his father's words gleaned 
from his other works. In addition an Addendum has 
been included reproducing applicable sections from 
earlier Wallace titles on subjects and questions not 
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have communicated accurately the thinking of Foy E. 
Wallace Jr. in the unfinished portion of the com
mentary. hardback, 254 pgs. 
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Liflle Boy 
®WASHINGTON - The National Council of 

Churches has taken over the fund paying legal ex
penses for Elian Gonzalez's father from the United 
Methodist Church's Board of Church and Society. 

A Methodist announcement said the change was 
made April 19 after the denomination's financial of
fice decided such money-raising did not follow rules 
prescribed in the Methodist policy manual. 

Both the Methodists and the church council pay 
lawyer Gregory Craig and his firm through volun
tary contributions for that purpose, not from general 
program funds. Rev. Thorn White Wolf Fassett, head 
of the Methodist board, said more than $50,000 has 
been raised from anonymous donors, but expenses 
probably far exceed that amount (Chicago Tribune, 
Apr. 23, 2000, and kudos to Earl Davis). 

Monkey See Monkey Do 

~Consequence means something that logically 
or naturally follows from an action or condition. 

Gene Edward Veith (World, May 27, 2000) 
points out that human beings are animals. He also 
notices that The Great Ape Legal Project is laying the 
groundwork to classify apes as a type of "person" 
rather than a type of property. A growing number of 
lawyers are arguing that apes have legal rights. The 
Great Ape Legal Project is focusing on securing for 
animals the right to life, the right not to be impris
oned, and the right not to be tortured. To have such 
rights apes must have the legal status of persons. 

Human guardians of apes could represent them 
and file suits in their behalf. Harvard, Yale, 
Georgetown, and a dozen other law schools offer 
courses on the subject. 

The Great Ape Legal Project bases its case that 
animals have a right to life on the contention that they 
have mental and emotional consciousness. If they 
would apply that criterion to babies in the womb -
whose brain waves can be scientifically measured -
"fetuses" should also be given the legal status of 
"personhood" and abortion should be outlawed. If 
apes have the right to life and the right not to be tor
tured, why should the law allow unborn human chil
dren to be dismembered and killed? If A=B, then 
B=A. 

Princeton ethicist Peter Singer, a key theorist of 
animal rights, also happens to be a key theorist of 
abortion, euthanasia, infanticide, and eugenics. For 
him, a human baby has such a low mental capacity 
-below that of a grown chimpanzee - that he sees 



no reason why a living child should not be killed if 
the parents do not want it. 

Veith concludes: 
Animal rights are subject to the law of unin

tended consequences. If animals are to be 
treated as human beings, human beings may be 
treated as animals - bred, controlled, used, and 
'put to sleep.' 

Applied radical evolutionism says that men's 
right to life and liberty cannot come from a non
existent Creator, and such rights must therefore 
come from the state. The state, in this usage, can 
grant such rights to monkeys and squirrels, if it 
wants to. That being true, the state can also grant 
the right to abortion and the right of homosexual 
couples to marry. If the legal theory that there is 
no Creator is correct then there is no grounding 
for any kind of transcendent moral law above the 
state. Our moral code would then come from 
people elected to high political office, no matter 
that they cannot tell their moral-left-hand from 
their moral-right-hand. They may be drunkards, 
liars, and adulterers, but they would set the mores 
of the nation. 

If we subscribe to the idea that all life is evolved 
from a lower order and that beasts are therefore 
people too, the culture will be that of the jungle, 
which is already the case in some areas. 

Acumen 
OAmong public intellectuals, Irving Kristol is a 

legend, but he carries that status lightly. Which does 
not mean he is not capable of being deadly serious 
about serious things, as, for instance, in a recent ar
ticle in Azure, "On the Political Stupidity of the 
Jews." As a Jewish kid in Brooklyn some sixty years 
ago, he well understood that he was part of a minor
ity in an overwhelmingly Christian country. That 
was taken for granted, and everybody, more or less, 
got along. Since World War II, he writes: 

Jewish organizations, backed by the court system, 
have largely succeeded in creating a naked public 
square, acting on the preposterous assumption 
that the 2 percent of the population that is Jewish 
can force the 95 percent that is Christian to go 
along with the idea that the Constitution forbids 
any public recognition of the religious realities of 
America. Kristol notes that there is now some
thing of a religious revival among Christians, and 
a modest revival among Jews, the latter driven in 
part by alarm over the rate of intermarriage ap
proaching SO percent. It is not clear, however, 
that this new situation is prompting second 
thoughts among Jewish leaders. 

Kristol writes: 
But this Jewish revival does not prevent Ameri
can Jews from being intensely and automatically 
hostile to the concurrent Christian revival. It is 

fair to say that American Jews wish to be more 
Jewish while at the same time being frightened at 
the prospect of American Christians becoming 
more Christian. It is also fair to say that American 
Jews see nothing odd in this attitude. Intoxicated 
with their economic, political, and judicial suc
cess over the past half century, American Jews 
seem to have no reluctance in expressing their 
vision of an ideal America: a country where 
Christians are purely nominal, if that, in their 
Christianity, while they want the Jews to remain 
a flourishing religious community. One can easily 
understand the attractiveness of this vision to 
Jews. What is less easy to understand is the chutz
pah of American Jews in publicly embracing this 
dual vision. Such arrogance is, I would suggest, a 
peculiarly Jewish form of political stupidity. For 
the time being, American Jews are getting away 
with this arrogance. Indeed, American 
Christians-and most especially the rising evan
gelical movements are extraordinarily tolerant, if 
more than a little puzzled, by this novel Jewish 
posture. And the lack of any negative Christian 
reaction has only encouraged American Jews in 
the belief that they have discovered some kind of 
universally applicable formula for dealing with 
non Jews. 

fbaf rou May Know 
OCarl Ketcherside and his disciple, Leroy 

Garrett, have done more damage to the purity of New 
Testament doctrine since the days of Hymenaeus and 
Philetus. Ketcherside, Garrett, Hymenaeus, and Phil-

The Godhead 
A study 

of tbe Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Can we know that there Is a God in heaven? And if we 
can, what is he like? It is to these two basic questions 
that this book is directed. One chapter is devoted to 
proving the existence of God, while the balance of the 
book is designed to investigate the attributes of the 
Godhead. 
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etus are cut out of the same cloth. Here 1s what 
Garrett wrote in his most recent bulletin: 

I was pleased to join Mark Toulouse, Disciple 
(TCU), Paul Blowers, Christian Churches 
(Emmanuel), Doug Foster, Churches of C hrist 
(ACU), along with H al Runkel, ACU graduate 
student, in presentations on our common heri
tage at the ACU Lectures in February. It was the 
Restoration history lectures sponsored by ACU's 
Center for RestOratio n Studies, Prof. Doug Fos
ter, director. I suspect the audience was as sur
prised as I when Doug presented me ACU's 
Award of Excellence 'for outstanding contribu
tions to the field of Restoration History in 
teaching, publishing, and mentoring.' When one 
considers that Carl Ketcherside and I conducted 
underground sessions for students/faculty/ lec
tureship visitors back in the 60s and 70s on that 
same campus that reflects quite a change. I told 
the audience that it just shows what can happen 
if one lives long enough! 

What say you, ACU? 

New Book 
®Religious Outlook, Culture War Politics, and 

A1ltipathy toward Christian Fundamentalists, by 
Louis Boice and Gerald De Maio has appeared on 
the market. The follow excerpts are worth noting: 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders Adrift 
~~"'~.~ .. 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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In recent decades, Americans have become quite 
intolerant of religious intolerance. Anti
Semitism and ami-Catholicism are no longer so
cially acceptable, a sign o f progress for which 
the spread of education is often given some 
credit. Yet ironically, the highly educated seem 
to be among the chief harborers of religious in
tolerance today: they simply cannot stand Chris
tian fundamentalism. 

"Roughly one-fifth of the non-fundamentalist 
[white] public hold intensely antagonistic sentiments 
toward fundamentalists," report Boice and De Maio, 
political scientists at the City University of New 
York. 

In surveys taken in 1988, 1992, and. 1996, 
Americans' feelings toward various groups were 
gauged on a ' temperature' scale running from 0 
(most negative) to 100 (most positive) . Feelings 
about the poor were as warm as 69, while atti
tudes toward poor people on welfare got as cold 
as 47. Attitudes toward C hristian fundamen
talists were just about as frosty {45-49) scoring 
higher than the frigid 35 for illegal aliens, but 
still well below the scores for past pa riahs. 
Catholics, Jews, and blacks were held in warm 
regard (58-64). 

The term fundamentalism was coined in 1920 
by Curtis Lee Laws, a Baptist editor seeking to 
rally support for the 'fu ndamenta l truths of 
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Christianity.' Five years later, iconoclastic jour
nalist H.L. Mencken popularized the term in his 
coverage of the famous Scopes trial, in which a 
Tennessee teacher was convicted of violating a 
law against teaching evolution. Mencken called 
fundamentalism a 'malignant imbecility,' and its 
followers 'anthropoid rabble.' The harshly un
flattering image has more or less stuck. 

But Boice and De Maio say it no longer fits. 
Today's fundamentalist is "more educated [and] po
litically sophisticated . . . less the ignorant hillbilly or 
cracker, and more a conservative suburban house
wife who votes Republican." 

For many years, anti-fundamentalism was spread 
across religious and political lines, but a distinct shift 
occurred in 1992, the authors say, as fundamentalists 
allied themselves more explicitly with the Republi
can Party. This polarized sentiment, with other con
servative groups warming toward their new allies, 
while "Jews, the highly educated, secularists, and 
Democratic voters became relatively more negative." 
Indeed, Boice and De Maio say that 3 7 percent of 
highly educated white Americans are "intensely an
tagonistic" toward fundamentalists. 

Foes of fundamentalism claim their opposition 
reflects not prejudice but rather "attempts to guard 
democratic civility and pluralism," note Boice and 
De Maio, who avoid evaluating the claim. 

l'olitically (lui llof Biblically) Correct 
OSix conservative Anglican and Episcopal prel

ates on Jan. 29 fired a shot from Singapore across the 
bow of the biblically off-course 2.4-million-member 
Episcopal Church in the U.S. They consecrated two 
prominent conservative American priests as bishops 
and sent them home to warn the establishment to turn 
the church around. They also will begin contingency 
preparations for the creation of an Anglican mission
ary province on Episcopal soil answerable to the An
glican archbishops of Southeast Asia and Rwanda. If 
no changes are set into motion at the Episcopal 
Church's triennial convention in Denver this summer, 
the province will be set up, the participants said. 

The two new bishops are John H. Rodgers, New 
Testament scholar and former dean of the evangelical 
Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry in Ambridge, Ia., 
and Charles H. Murphy, rector of the 700 member All 
Saints Episcopal Church in Pawleys Island, S.C., and 
head of the First Promise renewal group in the Episco
pal Church. 

· The Episcopal Church has lost more than 1.2 mil
lion members since 1966, and much of the exodus is 
due to the increasingly liberal drift of the church. In 

Coffman 
Commentaries 
By .James Burton Coffman 

An easy-to-read style, researched in depth, drawing from 
numerous other works. Based on the ASV (1901) 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

The Gospel for Today 
Sermons delivered in a gospel meeting in Port Arthur, Texas 
in 1937, addresses on Adventism, Millennialism, and 
Instrumental Music questions, and various other sermons 
and speeches. Chapters from the original "Certified Gospel" 
have been lengthened to a full discussion of the subjects. 
Additional material on the millennia! movements of Russell
ism, Rutherfordism (Jehovah's Witnesses), and Bollism, the 
premillennialism from Louisville, Ky., once stopped, but 
showing signs of new life. Other new sections deal with the 
Nee-Orthodox Movement with its rash of translations and 
versions of so-called new Bibles; the section on the Mission 
and Medium of the Holy Spirit; the section on controversies 
that has been labeled "Current Issues." Brother Wallace 
believed that the church is in a squeeze between "anti-ism" 
and the liberal elements of "modernism." The sections 
dealing with these controversies seek to clarify the issues 
and point out the path of truth. 
BKAM03 hardback 736 pgs ......................................... 29.95 

God's Prophetic Word 
12 chapters: The Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; The Church Age; 
The Throne of David; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Imminent?; The Second Coming of Christ- Is It 
Premillennial?; Seventh Day Adventism- Its Origin and Its 
Errors; The Consequences of Premillennialism; Anglo
lsraelism; Excursus on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the 
appendix, "Passages from the Pioneers" provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premillennialism and to help 
guard the church against this insidious doctrine. 
BKAM07 paperback 573 pgs ....................................... 18.95 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

A comprehensive treatment of the issues concerning the 
second coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some connect with that event. 
BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs . ...................................... 17.95 

The One Book 
Divided into over 244 topics, overflowing with information. 
Topics include: Exodus, Type and Antitype; The Shadow of 
Things to Come; What the Holy Spirit Does, Character and 
Mission of Samson; The Gospel in a Nutshell; Prayer and 
Salvation; Is an Alien a Sinner?; The Sin That Has No 
Forgiveness; The Most Prolific Source of Infidelity; Choosing 
by Faith; Fools for Christ's Sake; The Success and Failure of 
the Gospel; The Refuge of Lies; On Fasting; Formula for 
Elders; Use of Word Children/Child; Rule by Elders or 
Committees?; Gospel of 10 Words; Misapplied Passages; 
Scriptural Argument Against Dancing; Jude's Abbreviated 
Exhortation; Seven Controverted Questions, and many more. 
BKAM06 hardback 528 pgs ......................................... 24.95 

$4.00 shipping and handling for one book 
add . 75 for each additions/ book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25%sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
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recent years, some dioceses have approved same-sex 
unions and the ordination of homosexuals, contrary 
to the overwhelming majority position adopted in 
August 1998 by the world's Anglican bishops at the 
Lambeth conference in England. Even the widely 
stated anti-Christian positions of church leaders such 
as recently retired bishop John Spong have gone un
challenged officially. And many conservative parishes 
in liberal-run dioceses allege they are neglected or 
targets of punitive discrimination. 

Liberals expressed outrage at the Singapore ac
tion. Conservatives generally expressed quiet "I told 
you so" support, but many also voiced "reserva
tions" because the unorthodox move could fracture 
their ranks. Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold of the 
Episcopal Church said he was "appalled" by the ac
tion. Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey had 
asked that it be delayed until after a meeting of An
glican bishops next month. 

It was the first shot in what may become one of 
the most bitter ecclesiastical civil wars m modern 
church history. Fp 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: Is eating on church premises forbid
den in 1 Corinthians 11 :20-34? 

Answer: The Lord's Supper was instituted on the 
evening before our Lord's tragic death on the 

cross, and immediately following the observance of 
the Passover Feast in the upper room in Jerusalem 
(Matt. 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22 :14-23). 

All of the original apostles, except Judas, were 
present when Jesus instituted the supper Qohn 
13:21-30). Paul, of course, was not there, not having 
been selected to be an apostle until some years later; 
but, he received directly from the Lord, by special 
revelation, the details (1 Cor. 11:23-25). 

The supper commemorates the death of our 
Lord (1 Cor. 11 :26), and it is to be observed each 
first day of the week (Acts 20:7) . 

The Corinthians had corrupted the supper by 
combining it with an ordinary meal. It is very likely 
that this resulted from an improper mingling of the 
"love feasts," in which the saints met and shared their 
food, with the Lord's supper Qude 12; 2 Peter 2:13). 

They had abused the purpose and intent of the 
memorial which the Savior established on the eve of 
his death, and the situation required immediate cor
rection. There was, indeed, such divergence from the 
original design of the supper that it was not possible to 

observe it under the conditions there prevailing. 
What led to this corruption the apostle describes 

in this fashion: "For in your eating each one taketh 
before others his own supper; and one is hungry, and 
another drunken." 

Some had more food than others; these ate be
fore the others; and, thus some were filled and oth
ers were hungry. 

The fact the apostle said some were "hungry," and 
others, "drunken," causes some to conclude that 
some were getting drunk at the Lord's table, whence 
they infer that the fruit of the vine used in the memo
rial feast must have been intoxicating wine! But, this 
is to read into the passage more than is really there. 

The meal at which some were "drunken" was 

not the supper of the Lord, but one of common 
food; and, it is by no means certain that the word 
drunken here signifies intoxication. It is placed op
posite hungry, in the text, to describe a state op
posed to hunger; and the Greek word is also defined 
by the lexicons "to be filled, plentifully fed." Such is 
very possibly its meaning here. Moreover, it un
doubtedly describes the same action as that which 
the apostle intended by the word drink in the sen
tence, "What, have ye not houses to eat and to drink 
in?" (1 Cor. 11:22). Who would possibly conclude 
from this that Paul is telling the Corinthians that 
they may imbibe intox icating liquor at home? It is 
sinful to drink alcoholic beverages, in any quantity, 
anywhere. The word drunken and the word drink, as 
used in these passages, may not be p roperly con
strued to support drinking recreational alcohol. 

There are those who cite this instance in an ef
fort to prove that it is wrong for Christians to eat 
food on church property, particularly, if the premises 
are also used for the purposes of worship. But, this is 
grossly to misapprehend the situation which existed 
in Corinth, and the criticism which Paul offered. 

The abuse in Corinthian worship consisted of (1) 
participating in a common meal in connection with 
the Lord's Supper; (2) selfishness in eating before 
others ; and (3) a failure properly to understand the 
nature and purpose of the Lord's Supper. 

Paul did not condemn the brethren for eating on 
church property - there is absolutely no evidence in 
the sacred writings that the church in Corinth 
owned any property - but for corrupting the wor
ship and for exhibiting greediness and selfishness. 

Obviously, the apostle is not saying that it was 
permissible to eat and drink to excess and to ignore 
the poorer brethren at home! He alluded to their 
houses as places in which to eat and to drink, be
cause this is where people ordinarily consume food. 

If his statement is to be construed as a positive 
command to eat and drink at home, then it would be 
wrong to eat and to drink in restaurants, or, for that 
matter, in the homes of relatives or friends. 
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The correct understanding of this matter de
pends on the proper analysis of the situation existing 
in the church in Corinth and the purpose which 
prompted Paul to deal with it. 

It is a misuse of the passage to cite it as prohibit
ing "dinners-on-the-ground," or other similar exer
cises widely practiced by our brethren today. The 
"love feasts," of the early church were very similar 
(if not identical) to the "covered dish luncheons" in 
vogue today in many congregations. I have joyously 
shared in these bountiful feasts from coast to coast, 
and from the Great Lakes to the Gulf for many years 
and I have never observed any resemblance to the 
corruption which Paul condemned in the church in 
Corinth. On the contrary, these happy occasions 
warm the hearts and elevate the spirits of those who 
generously and unselfishly share their food with oth
ers. Members of the church who regularly sit down 
to eat together do not usually engage in bitterness 
and back-biting. Congregations would promote a 
higher level of fellowship and brotherliness by par
ticipating in more of these delightful exercises. 

Freed-Hardeman College Lectures 
Open Forum, pp. 354-355 

PC Study Bible 
Here is a no-lose proposition. 

We strongly believe that if you try the PC Study 
Bible program on your own computer in your 
own office or home, you will best be able to 
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value. 
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By the way, we (Firm Foundation) recommend 
that you try the Complete Reference Library, 
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PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
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Kina James Version ./ ./ ./ 

New International Version ./ ./ ./ 

American Standard Version ./ ./ ./ 

New American Standard Bible ./ ./ ./ 

New American Standard Bible Update ./ ./ 
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Revised Standard Version ./ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version ./ ./ ./ 

Nave's Topical Bible ./ ./ ./ 

Treasury of Scripture Knowled_g_e ./ ./ ./ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary ./ ./ ./ 

Fausset's Bible Dictionary ./ ./ ./ 
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International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) ./ ./ 

Matthew HenlY's commentary (6 vol.) ./ ./ ./ 
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Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) ./ 
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Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republic.net 

- England-
Mildenhall - Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

- Alaska-

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-
0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh 
Miller, preacher. 

- Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, I 1 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a. m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (21 8) 722-1984,722-1871. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 

··· ·· Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1 040 Hill St. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-671 5 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

- Alabama-
Jacksonville - j acksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from Jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

- Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
H ome of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
3215 Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-3325. 

Orange Park - Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073 . Contact Doug Tachert, 
min. 276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr. , Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Purnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-895 1. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

The 
Christian's 
Everyday 
Problems 
by Leroy Brownlow 

A series of studies on daily problems 
and their solutions. Practical lessons 
dealing with man's daily needs. 

paperback • 127 pages 

$3.00 
plus $2. 75 s&h for one book 

add .25 for each addtional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. H ill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

- Texas -
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N Hwy 146 (713) 422-2935; 424-7823 Sun 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: http://web. wt.netl-dgal 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brownlow 
Devoted to the development of the children of God 
in everyday Christian living. Herein are presented 
teachings and principles given in the Bible, which, 
when properly applied, should be of practical help 
to the Christian in facing every situation of life. 

$4.00 plus $2.25 a&h 
Texas residents add 8.25" sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

Houston - Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exir off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10,10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangel ist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 
9:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell 
Conley, preacher. (210) 496-1346 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An in depth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (800) 572-3619 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, 
we announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The 
Firm Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 
for a full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, ·the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • jprophet@republic.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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-Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 
Fox Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, 
(757) 851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Chrisr, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ncr, C. j. Moffit, evangel ist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Chrisr, 421 
E. 8rh Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Norrhside Church of Christ, 58 
West 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Sale price for slightly marred covers 

Armageddon Again 
by Stafford North 

A different interpretation of the biblical proph-
ecies which have so often been mlsunder-
stood and misused to predict the end of time. 
"The careful study of scriptures presented ... 
will show ... the passages presenting the so-
called 'signs of the end' are not signs of the 
end of the world ... [and] the scenario of 
events often presented for the end of the 
world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
Paperback • 124 pages 

$4.95 ... regularly $6.95 
$2.75 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25" sa los lax 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 
Box 69 • Damon, Texas n430 

questioJtS 
and Answers 

Open Forum 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an-
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Freed-
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques-
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

add 50¢ s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P. 0 . Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 



CLASSIFIED 
o all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send r~sum~ 
to bgroveswon@eanhlink.net for a prospectus." 

Minister wanted: Need experienced personal 
worker, minister, and motivator for congregation 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is 
accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

of 100. Must be Bible centered and evangelistic 
minded. Salary provided/house possibly. Send 
r~sum~ to Marshfield Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
458, Marshfield, MO 65706. (417) 468-4161 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 

Preachers Needed 
Congregation approx. 70 seeking experienced, 
sound, mature evangelist. Large 3-bd home with 
utilities and salary provided. Contact Roland 
Nichols at (870) 574-2235 or Alvin Swain (870) 
574-2476. Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, Rt. 
4, Box 161A, Camden, AR 71701 

Preacher wanted for local congregation in South 
Kansas City, Mo. Belton, a bedroom community 
of Kansas City, with a population of approximately 
20,000 and growing is looking for a preacher to 
work with the Elders and Deacons. We have 90-
100 members made up of retirees, professionals, 
teens and young married. An attractive home in 
the community, in an AAA school district, owned 
by the church, is provided as part of your 
compensation. R&um~ and inquiries should be 
addressed to Elders, Belton Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 251, Belton, Mo. 64012. You may contact the 
church for additional information by calling 816-
331-1811. 

Evangelist sought: Debt-free congregation with 100 
members needs energetic motivated man with 
evangelistic experience, committed to spiritual 
growth and nourishment of its members. Three 
bedroom home plus salary and benefits provided. 
Spanish speaking a plus. Send r~sum~ and recent 
sermon tape to the Search Committee, Santa Paula 
Church of Christ, 276 West Santa Paula St., Santa 
Paula, CA 93060. searchcomminee@netzero.net 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 17 5 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide - special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send r~sum~ to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Christ, 4120 Missouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congr. needs 
energetic, motivated family man with experience, 
committed to building relationships. Send r~sum~, 
w/transcripts ana professional/personal 
recommendations. Salary and start date negotiable. 
Contact: Oak Hill Church of Christ 1344 S. Oak 
Hill Ave., Janesville, WI 53546-5573 

Preacher/evangelist wanted for 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible preferred. 
Must be doctrinally sound. Salary and 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply to South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, CT 06032 Ann. Tom 

a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. nonh 
Washington, email: tommie.washington@espn.com of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
(860) 521-3896 and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 

for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
Congregation of SO members in southeastern Ohio members. The successful candidate will have a high 
needs full-time minister. Ideal candidate will be level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel success in building congregational harmony and 
preacher. If you are interested in working with a teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
Shayne Poe (740) 286·2551; Wellston Church of TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 (new phone number) 
Christ. 

Preachers Available Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 · ---___;;"'-"-;;;;...;;.;;;..=;....;;......._"-~.;...;;...;~----

anendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities, $400/month. Additional suppon 
needed. Applicants· must be sound in teaching, 
preaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 
Position available June 1. Send r~sum~, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recent sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, ann. Ed Wans, 
P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Youth/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
university or preaching school. He will be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send r~sum~ and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For funher information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a r~sum~ to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 

Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books on Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
•Jsms (1997). The Godhead (1998). Limited 
quantity of The Godhead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Gospel Advocate 
Commentaries 

by Guy N. Woods 

John ...................................... $14.99 
James ..................................... 14.99 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude •••••••••• 14.99 

$3.00 shipping for one book 
add .50/ea for additional books 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

1·800.572-3619 
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Christian Fellowship - 1998 
ed. Michael Hatcher ... Fellowship is a wonderful and precious 
gift from God, one that we often do not fully appreciate. or un
derstand. Realizing that we can have a oneness and umty with 
God is almost impossible to comprehend. Then there is the fel
lowship and unity we share with brethren. False doctrines and 
practices destroy true fellowship. All aspects of fellowship are 
discussed in this volume as well as false teaching (book re
views included) on the subject. The withdrawal of fellowship is 
.also discussed. hardback 602 pages ............................. $14.00 

Leadership - 1997 
ed. Michael Hatcher ... Leadership is vital to every area of our 
lives. In the Lord's church, our leader is Christ. In individual 
congregations there must be good leaders to carry out the 
instructions of our Lord. This book is presented to help 
leaders of the church become great leaders. The principles of 
leadership as well as the work of the elders and deacons is 
discussed, because of the importance of this important and 
needed subject. hardback 431 pgs . ................................. 14.00 

Preaching God Demands - 1996 
ed. Michael Hatcher ... "Paul quotes Isaiah saying that the 
feet of those who preach are beautiful ... because of the 
message which they bring ... the message of salvation •.•• ~t is 
the preacher's privilege to proclaim this message of salvat1on. 
The faithful preacher realizes that •it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe• (1 Cor. 
1 :21 ). Through the Bible, God gives instruction relative to the 
work of preaching and the message of the preacher .... We 
send forth this book with the prayer that It will aid preachers In 
the great work which they are endeavoring to perform. We 
also hope that it will help elders, deacons and every member 
of the Lord's church to understand the important work of 
preaching the matchless glories of God and the Bible: 
hardback 351 pgs . ............................................................ 14.00 

$3.50 shipping and handling per book 
add 50¢ for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 •1-BOD-572-3619 
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Dispensational 
Premillennialism 
Refuted, Again 
(an expoBB of pretrlbulstlon dogma) by Bruce Curd 

A very careful, sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of troublesome 
questions answered. - 180 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $2.50 s/h per copy 

muminating the Light 
(and other sermons) by Bruce Curd 

Many subjects never before seen in print. Some are 
controversial, hortatory, doctrinal, devotionai.Sample 
topics: "Can One Stop Believing and Yet Be Saved?"; 
"Dumping Bible Baptism for an Imaginary Baptism•; 
"Will the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?"; 
many more. - 276 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $2.50 s/h per copy 

$3.00 s/h If ordering both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 

A Happy Coincidence 
on a Desert Highway 
and Other Sermons 

by David Pharr 
The reader will find the familiar truth of God clothed in fresh 
thought. Lessons are· presented in a manner which will chal
lenge one to want to do better and to be better. 
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One People/One Baptism 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Divisive change troubles the church and God 
hates it. It is an abomination. We are under 
Divine injunction to be one people, yet we 

are not. How are we to avoid political party ism? 
To be one people we must recognize only one 

Lord- Jesus of Nazareth. The foundation for unity 
must be a commonly held faith - one faith. To be 
one people we must accept and practice only one 
baptism. 

Self-appointed "change-agents" say we are expe
riencing a global "paradigm shift." Consequently, we 
are urged to change to meet needs caused by the 
shift. One change alleged to usher in the religious 
equivalent of the ''Age of Aquarius," is acceptance of 
denominational baptism. This is not new. In fact, it 
represents the reincarnation of an old argument 
settled long ago. 

At the turn of the last century many argued that 
good people of all denominations would be saved. 
Austin McGary launched the Firm Foundation to 
combat that error on biblical ground. Prominent 
preachers and professors advocated what McGary 
called "shaking the Baptists in." Brother McGary in
sisted the Bible would not support the idea and 
proved it. He debated James A. Harding and showed 
David Lipscomb's view of the matter to be incorrect. 
He bravely engaged the mighty Gospel Advocate in a 
battle for truth. After deep study and careful reflec
tion, a grateful brotherhood accepted the validity of 

McGary's argument. It was accepted not because he 
said it, but because it was right. His view matched 
the one announced by Peter on the first Pentecost 
following the Lord's resurrection: "Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 

Brethren are boldly asserting that we should ac
cept everyone who has been baptized "to please 
God." Rubel Shelly, Jimmy Allen, Douglas Foster, 
Max Lucado and a host of others are clamoring for 
the church to change its position on baptism. 

Rubel Shelly argued that it is not necessary to un
derstand that baptism is "for the remission of sins" 
for th~ baptism to be valid, saying, "I see no reason 
to think one has to understand 'for the remission of 
sins' in order to be baptized Scripturally" (J just 
Want to Be a Christian, p. 144). 

Jimmy Allen published a book entitled, Re-Bap
tism? What One Must Know To Be Born Again, in 
1991. The thesis is that one baptized to "obey God," 
even without knowledge that Christian baptism is 
for the remissions of sins, is saved. He argues God's 
part is forgiveness and man's is merely obedience: 

Obedience is the key. Man must obey God's 
commands but, in the nature of the case, he can
not obey what God does .... There can be no 
higher motive to move any man to be baptized 
than to do it for the grand purpose of obeying 
God, as did jesus . ... Similarly, when one is 

(continued 011 page 6) 
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Editorial 

Value of Fellowship 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Two are better than one, because they have a 
good reward for their labor. For if they 
fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but woe 

to him that is alone when he falleth, and hath not 
another to lift him up. Again, if two lie together, 
then they have warmth: but how can one be warm 
alone? And if a man prevail against him that is 
alone, two shall withstand him; and a threefold 
cord is not quickly broken (Eccl. 4:9-12) . 

When God first made man, he saw that it 
was not "good that the man should be alone." 
Woman was created to be a companion to the man. The woman 
completes the man, and the man the woman (1 Cor. 11:11}. They 
need each other. 

It is possible for an unmarried person to live a happy and ful
filled life and many do- including Paul and Jesus. 

In most situations, the married have a special and greater 
blessing. If the marriage is what God intended for it to be, the joy 
and comfort derived by both partners in the union is wonderful. 

The ideal marriage is a companionship of the heart. All who 
have experienced the deep satisfaction of wedded bliss know its 
value. The Talmud says that a man without a companion is like a 
left hand without a right. 

The support and encouragement of a close-knit family is an 
extension of marriage and its natural outcome. Children who live 
in the warmth of a loving family have many benefits. Those who. 
are bereft of parental care may find a good and fulfilled life, but 
will never have the advantages of a full family. 

We cannot overvalue a good home. The fellowship of a natural 
family is indescribably beautiful. A mother and father and siblings 
who are devoted to each other in sacrificial affection give power
ful evidence of the value of fellowship. 

Shocking Truth 
Jesus taught the shocking truth that there is a relationship more 
valuable than a good marriage and a happy home. 

Early in his preaching career, the friends of Jesus, hearing of 
his marvelous works and astonishing teaching, decided he was 
"beside himself" and they went out to rescue him (Mark 3:21). 

Jewish scribes accused Jesus of casting out demons by the 
prince of demons (Mark 3 :22). His mother and unbelieving broth
ers Qohn 7:5} sent word to him that they wanted to see him. Jesus 
understood they intended to take him home and let him "rest." 

When Jesus was told that his family had come for him, "he 



answereth them, and saith, Who is my mother and my brethren? 
And looking round on them that sat round about him, he saith, 
Behold, my mother and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother" 
(Mark 3:33-35). · 

Jesus puts a high premium upon doing the will of the Heav
enly Father. He declares that the person who does the will of God 
is closer to him than his own dear mother, Mary, or his brothers, 
James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. 

Hard Saying 
He was later to say: 

He that lovetft father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not wor
thy of me. And he that doth not take his cross and follow after 
me, is not wonhy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it; and 
he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. He that receiveth 
you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that 
sent me (Matt. 10:37-40). 

Jesus demands that we love him more than we love our earthly 
families - mother, father, son, or daughter. He places an inesti
mable value upon a right relationship with God. 

Believers have communion with each other through Jesus. "If 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light" (that is, if we loyally obey 
the commands of sacred scripture) "we have fellowship one with 
another" (1 John 1:7). 

The blest tie that binds disciples of Jesus is respect for the au
thority of God. They have a common expectation of future asso
ciation in a glory land. Jesus is the center of this unity and he calls 
upon believers to be bound together with the same strong cords of 
love that bind Jehovah, Jesus,. and the Comforter in their solidar
ity. He expressed it this way: 

Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that believe on 
me through their word; that they may all be one; even as thou, 
Father, an in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: that 
the world may believe that thou didst send me. And the glory 
which thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that they 
may be perfected into one; that the world may know that thou 
didst send me, and lovedst them, even as thou lovedst me Oohn 
17:20-23). 

It is not possible to imagine a more complete unity than the 
unity that exists between the only divine beings that comprise a 
single godhead. The essential unity of deity is undeniable. 

All of the followers of the Son of God are to be welded to
gether in the same strong bonds as the eternal ties that hold in 
concord the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

The stunning fact is that Jesus Christ of Nazareth said that 
such fraternal union must be· stronger and more valuable than 
even the cement of love that holds together father, mother, son, 
and daughter. Revolutionary teaching! 

If my natural family is in Christ, then the teaching is not so 
dramatic. The physical bonds are fortified and enhanced by the 
spiritual cohesion. On the other hand, if my wife, mother, father, 

In This Issue 

Lindell Mitchell ~ 
One Peopte/One Baptism ••••••••••••••• 1 

r . . 
{ 

J' 

H. A. (Bu(i'e,.) ·Dobbs > 
Edito)ial .. - . · . j 

j·· .• . • 

Valu •. of Fellowsl!fP •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 
~\ 

l ~ .,- ,_.[ 

Burton Coffman 
Concerning Spiritual Sacrifices ••••••• 9 

Bob Cruse 
False ·Prophets 
of the Second Millennium ••••••••••••• 10 

Frazier Conley 
·Until the Time Arrives ••••••••••••••••••• 12 

Dr. John Hobbs 
Unconditional Election •••••••••••••••••• 13 

Randy Reagan 
He Opened Not His Mouth ••••••••••• 19 

Dr.]ack P. Lewis 
Misconceptions 
of the Priesthood of Believers ••••••• 20 

G. 0. Winborn 
lnfinit& God·································!· 23 

V. P.·Biack 
The Greater Blessing ••••••••••••••••••• ~ 24 

David Miller 
Announcement •••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••. 25 

Potpourri •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••• 27 

Guy N. Woods, deceased 
Q&A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 34 

August 2000 3 
Firm Foundation 



son, or daughter does not follow Christ, then I am to 
love my fellow disciples in Christ more than my hu
man relatives! That is a hard saying. 

Obedience 
The first grand lesson that flows from the teaching of 
Jesus about a closer union to those who obey God 
than the alignment with members of our own earthly 
tribe is the important and magnificent lesson of obe
dience. 

No point is more potently made in the Bible than 
the unmixed requirement that creatures owe perfect 
submission to the Creator. This teaching began in the 
story of Eden and continued until the last inspired 
writer laid down his pen. It is impossible to place too 
much emphasis on unfailing and entire compliance 
to the divine will. 

It is alarming to those who know God-breathed 
scripture to hear professing believers attempt to jus
tify disobedience in any particular. Sophistry is al
ways sophomoric. It is distressing to the saint for one 
who claims to be a follower of Jesus to justify and 
promote even a slight trace of disobedience. 

Everyone is the slave of something. You cannot 
live in a vacuum. If you do not submit absolutely to 
God then you will submit to mammon. If you are the 
slave of mammon, but are purchased by deity then 
you become the slave of deity (See Rom. 6:16-23). 

You are either the slave of Satan or the slave of 
God. You make the choice. If you elect to be the 
slave of God then you are in company with all others 
who make that choice. If you decide to serve the 
devil,. then you are his child, and in union with his 
imps. 

A slave's ambition is to make his owner happy 
with scrupulous obedience and untiring submission. 
"Even so ye also, when ye shall have done all the 
things that are commanded you, say, We are unprofit
able servants; we have done that which it was our 
duty to do,, (Luke 17:10). 

The relationship between those who show love 
for God by obeying him supersedes all other rela
tionships- natural family, business, pleasure, state, 
or education. 

If it is your will to live for this life only, then you 
are aligned with all others whose highest ambition is 
mundane. You are seduced by the great whore. 

If your ambition is excellent things, then your 
commitment is to all others who set their sights on 
glory. You are seduced by spiritual reality. 

4 
Growing out of this brotherhood of faith are 
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overt acts that proclaim the love the disciples have 
for one another. 

A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another; even as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another Uohn 13:34-35). 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in your 
obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, love one another from the heart 
fervently (1 Pet. 1:22). 

Communion 
The Lord's Supper is an act of fellowship. By partak
ing of the cup and the bread we are linked together 
in unity. 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not a communion of the 
body of Christ? seeing that we, who are many, 
are one bread, one body: for we all partake of 
the one bread (1 Cor. 10:16-17). 

The Lord's Supper is a communion (fellowship) 
with God, Jesus, the Spirit, and one another. The 
eating of the bread and drinking of the fruit of the 
vine is a time when our thoughts go back to a blood 
stained cross, an empty tomb, and a promise to re
turn. It is also a time when we think of our love for 
all disciples of Jesus. We search our heart to purge 
any bitterness or resentment, and make our love for 
one another complete. The weekly observance of the 
Lord's memorial supper is a testimony to our fellow
ship. 

Growing out of this deep commitment to each 
other- a commitment based on the love of God ex
pressed in an unspeakable sacrifice and the response 
of an obedient faith -we rejoice to call nothing that 
we possess our own, but we distribute what we con
trol to every other disciple according as any one may 
have need (See Acts 4:32-35). 

We should be willing to die for one another. 
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends,, Qohn 15:13 ). 

The early disciples "continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' teaching ·and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers" (Acts 2:42). Continuing in 
the teaching of the apostles is another mark of tpe 
devout follower of the Son of God. It is evidence df 
fellowship. 

There is too much intolerance of plain, sober, in
structive teaching from the pulpit, which is a sure 
sign of the lack of spiritual depth. Emotional dis
plays, together with busy and fussy work, do not 
bring depth. 



The more we know of Christ and his covenant 
the stronger is our sense of brotherhood and the 
greater our affection for things that are above. 

One can be a brother only in something. Where 
no tie binds us, we are not united but merely lined 
up. 

A strong pledge to doctrinal understanding and 
purity goes a long way in bringing us together in a 
wonderful phalanx. We must take care that the very 
thing that should cement us together does not shatter 
our fellowship. 

Negative Asped of Fellowship 
There is also a negative side to the elements of fel
lowship. Believers should not have fellowship with 
unbelievers. The solemn warning of Paul applies just 
here. 

Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship have righteousness and iniq
uity? or what communion hath light with dark
ness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? 
or what portion hath a believer with an unbe
liever? And what agreement hath a temple of 
God'with idols? for we are a temple of the living 
God; even as God said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. Wherefore Come ye out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, And touch no unclean thing; And I will re
ceive you, And will be to you a Father, And ye 
shall be to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty (2 Cor. 6:14-18). 

For the same reason the apostles' doctrine should 
bind us together in deep devotion, error will drive us 
apart in dreadful division. 

The bane of our day is a disposition to tolerate 
just about everything except intolerance. Much of 
the boasted union of modern religious groups is little 
more than agreeing to disagree and union based 
upon ignorance and unbelief. 

When something is believed with the whole 
heart, it becomes unshakable conviction and cannot 
be compromised. If another strongly holds a con
trary view, division is inevitable. This is what Paul 
meant when he wrote ''for there must be also factions 
among you, that they that are approved may be made 
manifest among you'' (1 Cor. 11: 19). 

When Israel was about to enter the promised 
land, the people were warned to make no covenant 
with the Amorites. "Thou shalt make no covenant 
with them, nor with their gods. They shall not dwell 
in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me; for if 
thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto 
thee'' (Ex. 23:32-33 ). This point was so vital that it is 

repeated in Exodus 34: 12; Numbers 16:26; Deuter
onomy 7:2-4; 12:30; 13:6-11. 

Though this was drummed into the ears of the 
people, still when they entered the land it was not 
long until they made covenant with some of its in
habitants, and shortly after that they worshipped 
false gods. The children of faithful Abraham in
flamed themselves under the oaks and played the 
harlot with idolatry under every green tree and upon 
every high mountain. 

The only cure was abstinence from association 
with the company of the ungodly. What many call 
"social virtues" is nothing more than the virtue of 
pigs in a litter. The redeemed are to "have no fellow
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
even to reprove them'' (Eph. 5:11). "If we say we 
have fellowship with him and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth'' (1 John 1 :6). 

Brotherhood 
The brotherhood that .is in Christ is a beautiful thing 
to behold. It, like the value of a virtuous woman, is 
more valuable· than rubies. When we have a bond 
that holds us together so we dedicate ourselves to the 
highest good of our fellow saint, being willing to 
make any sacrifice of goods or of self to secure the 
best interest of our sibling in Christ, we have a trea
sure that is superlative. 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the 
precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon 
the beard, even Aaron's beard; that came down 
upon the skirt of his garments (Psa. 133:1-2). 

The accord and absolute singleness of those who 
are striving together for the faith of the gospel is glo
rious. It is in a common faith and purpose and shows 
itself in an unashamed zeal to do its fellow traveler 
good and not harm. It is a willingness to die for one 
another. 
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One People/One Baptism 
(continued from page 1) 

taught to fulfill righteousness (obey the Lord) in 
immersion as a response of penitent faith in 
Christ, the erroneous concept that remission has 
already been received does not nullify the bap
tism. It is obedience to truth that saves (1 Pet. 
1:22), not obedience to error ••. I believe the one 
reason which includes all the others is obedience 
to God. Jesus was baptized to obey the Father 
(Matt. 3: 15 -17), and no one can have a higher 
motive for being baptized than he did. 

Douglas Foster, of Abilene Christian University, 
published "The New Birth and Christian Unity," in 
the May 1992 issue of Wineskins. He tried to per
suade brethren to accept denominational people 
solely on their faith. He cited David Lipscomb as the 
authority for his view. Dr. Foster alleged that Lip
scomb taught one is saved by faith before baptism. 
He offered this alleged quote from Lipscomb to sub
stantiate his assertion: 

There is no one thing taught with greater clear
ness in the New Testament than that the new 
birth precedes and qualifies for baptism. Faith 
unites and makes us one with Christ, and such a 
believer is a Christian, and saved, not with a 
conditional but with an everlasting salvation. 

These were the modified words of a Baptist 
preacher! David Lipscomb never said this, and he 
would have been wrong had he done so. How a man 
with Dr. Foster's credentials could miss the severe 
problems of historical accuracy is mysterious, but his 
intent is clear. He seeks to persuade us to accept the 
"faith only" doctrine of salvation. This goes far be
yond the errors of Shelly and Allen. If Foster is cor
rect, baptism is irrelevant. 

Shelly and Allen would have us believe you can 
be baptized in ignorance and inherit salvation. Foster 
alleges we are saved at the point of faith and mis
quoted a Baptist to prove it. He then attributed the 
modified quote .to David Lipscomb, as if this would 
establish the validity of his allegation. 

All the philosophers, leading-brethren, and faith
ful brethren in the world will not set aside: "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 

No one can be taught wrong and baptized right. 
An incident in Paul's ministry shows this conclusively 
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(Acts 19:1-7). Paul asked twelve men he encountered 
in Ephesus: "Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed?" They answered, 'We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." Paul in
quired further, "Unto what then were ye baptized?" 
They said, "Unto John's baptism." Following addi
tional instruction, Paul baptized them in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 

Remember, John preached "the baptism of re
pentance for the remission of sins" (Mark 1:4). He 
taught people "should believe on him which should 
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus" (Acts 19:4). 
These people received John's baptism after it ceased 
to have validity. That is, they were baptized looking 
toward "him who should come after" when, in fact, 
he had already come. They were sincere. They were 
baptized to obey God. But Paul still insisted on an
other immersion. The problem was lack of under
standing, which the apostle corrected with further 
instruction. Only then were they "baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:5). 

This incident shows the possibility of having the 
required action (water baptism) and a genuine moti
vation (obedience to God) without attaining accept
able baptism. Bible baptism is an act of faith, and faith 
always comes from hearing God's Word (Rom. 
10:17). Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free" Uohn 8 :32). It is God's 
power to save (Rom. 1:16). Obedience of the gospel 
must be "from the heart" (Rom. 6:17-18). That is, it 
must be understood to have validity. Proper instruc
tion is always a prerequisite to the one acceptable bap
tism. 

Dr. Allen devoted an entire chapter to avoiding 
the insurmountable obstacle Acts 19:1-7 presents, 
but he was unable to set the text aside. He con
cluded, "The Ephesians were baptized because of an 
inadequate faith." What escapes him is they had suf
ficient faith to "obey God." According to his argu
ment, this should have saved them. It did not be
cause Paul said their obedience was inadequate. 

Bible baptism is inextricably linked to a divine 
purpose. Jesus said: "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16:16). Belief is joined with baptism 



for salvation. The "shall be saved" of Mark 16:16 is 
equivalent to "the remission of sins" in Acts 2:38. 
Baptism is necessarily preceded by belief (Eph. 4:5). 
What must be believed? Jesus said, "Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15). Therefore, "he that believeth," is one 
who believes the gospel the disciples were sent to 
preach. Thus, baptism founded on faith in the gospel 
is an essential element in God's plan of salvation. 
There is only one such baptism. 

Jesus said: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God" Uohn 3:5). The new 
birth occurs when one is baptized into Christ. The 
Bible presents the new birth as essential Uohn 3:7). 
You cannot enter the Kingdom without it. The one 
Christian baptism is not remote, mysterious, or 
nebulous. It is a specific act with a divinely desig
nated purpose. This purpose is woven into the fabric 
of salvation. 

In the first recorded gospel sermon, Peter said: 
"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 
Again, baptism is unmistakably linked to its stated 
design, which is the remission of past sins. It is not 
an empty ritual mindlessly obeyed for some un
known reason. The one Christian baptism is inti
mately linked with salvation. 

Paul says we are baptized in the likeness of the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, "being then 
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righ
teousness." The obedience is "from the heart," 
meaning with comprehension. It is impossible, in 
view of Romans 6:3-4, 17-18, to conclude any first 
century Christian ever obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine without understanding baptism's 
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link to salvation. 
Peter said: "The like figure whereunto even bap

tism doth also now save us (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good con
science toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). As Noah's family was saved "by 
water," so, after a true likeness, baptism now saves us. 
These passages clearly show the design of baptism. 
God's design for the one baptism cannot be ignored or 
misapprehended and produce a valid baptism. 

Understanding baptism's design is essential to the 
efficacy of the act. It, like other biblical institutions, 
is inseparably linked to the purpose for which it was 
given. If you comply with a requirement for an unau
thorized reason, the promised blessing is not given. 
Concerning the Lord's Supper Paul said: "For as of
ten as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord's death till he come" (1 Cor. 11 :26). 
No one argues it is proper to partake of the emblems 
(correct act) with sincerity (to obey God), with no 
knowledge of the purpose for the memorial meal (to 
commemorate his death until he comes). When the 
purpose for the act is stripped away, a meaningless 
ritual is left. Paul spoke to this issue saying, "For he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord's body" (1 Cor. 11 :29). Discerning the Lord's 
body and blood is an essential part of acceptable par
ticipation in the Lord's Supper. 

Baptism, like the Lord's Supper, loses spiritual 
content when divorced from its divine purpose. 
Christian baptism .is "for the remission of sins" (Acts 
2:28), and the Lord's blood was shed "for the remis
sion of sins" (Matt. 26:28). The Lord's blood was 
shed in his death, and one is baptized into his death 
(Rom. 6:3-4). 

Based on God's gracious initiative, man is reck
oned righteous because he is righteous. In the 
Christian's case, it comes as the result of appropriat
ing God's grace on his terms. That is, we are reck
oned righteous when we faithfully obey the gospel. 
The one baptism is the culminating act of obedience 
that puts the penitent believer into Christ (Gal. 
3:27). This act of obedience has merit because God 
invested it with merit. Christian baptism for the re
mission of sins supplies an essential element of salva
tion because God has so decreed. 

It is at the point of baptism that the penitent be
liever is saved - not faith onlY, not grace only, not 
baptism only. Peter was clear and concise saying: "The 
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now 
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save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

Prominent brethren are unwilling to accept 
Peter's statement. Max Lucado said on the Lubbock, 
Texas, radio station KJAK in December 1996: 

All you have to do is call him Father. just call 
him Father. Just turn your heart to Him even 
right now as I am speaking. Call Him your Fa
ther. And your Father will respond ... .I want to 
encourage you to be baptized, but I don't want 
you to do any of that so that you will be saved. I 
want you to do all of that because you are saved. 

Jesus said only those who keep his command
ments will be saved (Matt. 7:21-23). He said those 
who love him show it by keeping his commandments 
ijohn 14:15). He commanded the faithful to be bap
tized for the remission of sins and promised salvation 
to those who obeyed (Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21). The 
Bible still says, "He that believeth, and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16:16a). 

If God's appointed purpose for baptism is not re
quired, then the mode of baptism is irrelevant. If you 
can be baptized in ignorance and be saved, then you 
can be sprinkled unto salvation. If it is acceptable to 
disregard the purpose for baptism, there is no reason 
to insist on a candidate being a believer. If you can 
set aside the Divine purpose for baptism and achieve 
acceptable baptism, someone else can set aside the 
need for faith and achieve acceptable baptism. 

The logical consequence of these views is accep
tance of anyone having what he calls faith. However, 
we will face the words of the Christ in judgment 
ijohn 12:48). He said mere profession of faith is in
sufficient. He even said being devoutly religious is 
not always enough. Acceptable religion must reflect 
obedience (Matt. 7:21-23). To be obedient regarding 
the one Christian baptism, the penitent believer must 
be baptized into Christ for the remission of his sins 
(Acts 2:38). In believer's baptism you put on Christ 
(Gal. 3:27). In the one baptism you enter into the 
death of Christ where his blood was shed (Rom. 6:3-
4). In this act of faith, you are saved (1 Pet. 3:21). No 
one, anywhere, at anytime, will ever set aside one 
particle of the Lord's Word. 

Please put on Christ in the one Christian baptism 
today! (Gal. 3 :27). Let us honor the Lord's prayer 
ijohn 17:20-21) by being one people. No one can be 
in the one body who has not experienced the one 
baptism. P. 0. Box 316 
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Concerning Spiritual Sacrifices 
By Burton Coffman 

U nder the old law, sacrifices were dead, 
bloody, burned with fire, smeared with fat, 
carnal, temporal, and salted with salt (Lev. 

2:13 ; Mark 12:49). By contrast, in the church, sacri
fices are spiritual, living, clean, pure, holy, and ac
ceptable to God. They are described as "better sacri
fices" (Heb. 9:23). 

Although Christians must offer sacrifices to God, 
such are always "lesser sacrifices," the one true, great 
and efficacious sacrifice already having been offered, 
namely, Christ himself. "Now once at the end of the 
ages hath he (Christ) been manifested to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself" (Heb. 9:26). This was the 
"one sacrifice for ever" (Heb. 10:12). Christ's blood 
alone is the blood of the everlasting covenant (Matt. 
26:28; Heb. 13:20; 10:29). 

Nevertheless, there are sacrifices which God's 
holy nation of the new Israel, which is the church, 
must now offer according to the will of God. And 
what are these? 

(a) Our faith is our sacrifice. "Even if I am to be 
poured out as a libation upon the sacrificial offering 
of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all" 
(Phil. 2: 17) 

(b) The love of God is our sacrifice. ':And to love 
... is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacri
fices" (Mark 12:33). 

(c) Our repentance is our sacrifice. "Take with 
you words, and turn to the Lord; and say unto him, 
take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously; and 
so will we render the calves of our lips" (Hos. 14:2). 
It is safe to assume that if repentance, even under the 
old covenant, was a "sacrifice," so it still is. 

(d) Our confession of faith in Christ is a sacrifice. 
"Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is the fruit of our lips 
which make confession to his name ... with such sac
rifices God is well pleased" (Heb. 13:15-16). 

(e) Our baptism into Christ is our sacrifice. "I be-

seech you therefore brethren by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept
able to God, which is your spiritual service" (Rom. 
12:1). See also Hebrews 10:19-22. 

(f) Our praise of God is our sacrifice "Let us of
fer up a sacrifice of praise unto God, that is, the fruit 
of our lips" (Heb. 13: 15). There are also important 
OT glimpses of this same truth. "Bringing sacrifices 
of praise unto the house of God" Oer. 17:26). "Sacri
fice the sacrifices of thanksgiving and declare his 
works with rejoicing" (Psa. 107:22; 116:117). 

(g) Our contributions are our sacrifices. Paul 
spoke of having received a contribution brought by 
Epaphroditus thus, "an odor of a sweet smell, a sac
rifice acceptable well pleasing to God" (Phil. 4:18). 

(h) Our songs are our sacrifice. "Singing with 
grace in your hearts unto God" (Col. 3:16). By virtue 
of these songs being "unto God," they are under
stood as sacrifices. 

(i) Our prayers are our sacrifices. "Having 
golden bowls full of incense which are the prayers of 
the saints" (Rev. 5 :8). "My name shall be great 
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among the Gentiles, and in every place incense shall 
be offered unto my name, and a pure offering; for 
my name shall be great among the heathen" (Mal. 
1:11). 

(j) The whole life of honor and love on the part 
of devoted Christians is their sacrifice. Paul wrote, "I 
am now ready to be offered and the time of my de
parture is at hand" (2 Tim. 4:6). "Even as Christ also 
loved you and gave himself up for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for an odor of a sweet smell" (Eph. 
5:2). 

Faith, love of God, repentance, confession, bap
tism, praises, contributions, songs, prayers, and a to
tal life of devotion - these are our sacrifices; no 
wonder they are called "better sacrifices." 

Those sacrifices in, view in the above passages 
did not easily lend themselves to the type of exploi
tation so dear to the Jewish temple concessionaires, 
and the inevitable result was a. bitter hatred of the 
new faith. Mason observed that "The substitution of 
something else in lieu of the Jewish temple was one 
of the greatest stumbling blocks to the Hebrews from 
the very first." However, it was not the true spiritual 
temple which was "substituted for" the jewish 
temple, but that temple itself had been "substituted 
for" the true temple God had promised. 

"Acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" 
'"Through Christ alone are these spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God. They· are offered through Christ, 
and only through him." 

False Prophets 
of the Second Millenniu111 

By Bob Cruse 

Electronic mail has unquestionably created a 
near perfect environment for false teachers. 
Using this medium of communication, clan

destine purveyors of error feel completely released 
from any responsibility for giving scriptural proof of 
their assertions. Email challenges to their electroni~ 
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cally disseminated apostasies are simply ignored. Per
sonal confrontation is almost impossible. 

Diligent Bible students, of course, reject their 
false counsel forthwith.· Many of Christ's "little 
ones,, however, accept the enticing emotional falsi
ties as truth and "forward" them to other weak 
Christians. One "click" can instantaneously . pass a 
message on to fifty or more Christian homes. Before 
the forwarding process ends, the originating 
penman's "smooth and fair speech" can reach hun
dreds or even thousands of vulnerable Christians. 

Keep in mind that the computers in many Chris
tian homes are "manned" by young Christians whose 
faith is not yet firmly fixed. To these "babes in Christ" 
and to young people who have not yet obeyed God, 
cyber penmen can· become authority figures. 

The following condensations are a small sam
pling of the deluge of email messages presently de
scending upon the church. All were forwarded into 
the homes of Christians by other Christians. 

One of the stories tells how a frail African 
woman died giving binh to her 'tiny premature' 
baby. A hot water bottle to keep the newborn 
baby warm burst in a nurse's hands. There was 
no replacement. The baby's life was clearly in 



danger. At a prayer session the following day, a 
ten-year-old Mrican girl prayed: 'Please, God, 
send us a water bottle ••• this afternoon.' Sure 
enough, a package arrived at the Doctor's door 
that very day containing a new hot water bottle. 
'Five whole months' earlier, states the mission
ary writer, the leader of her former Sunday 
school class 'had heard and obeyed God's 
prompting' and mailed a hot water bottle. God 
answered a little girl's prayer in England five 
months before it was uttered in Mrica. 

'Louise,' in a dream, received a beautifully 
rhymed 24-line poem from hell. Somehow, she 
was able to precisely remember and accurately 
record it for this story. Louise had failed to tell 
'Marsha,' the poet in hell, about jesus. Early the 
next morning Louise learned in a phone conver
sation that her friend Marsha had been ~killed 
last night in a car accident.' Presumably, the 
story is told for the truth. The 'sinner's prayer' 
ends the transmission. 

A beautiful child was born to an atheist 
couple. One night, when the girl was five years 
old the dad shot the mom and killed himself as 
the little girl watched. Her foster mother 
brought her to Sunday school where her teacher 
held up 'a picture of jesus' and asked, 'Does any
one know who this is?' The little orphan girl re
sponded quickly: 'I do, that's the man who was 
holding me the night my parents died.' 

Erroneous messages like these can have devastat
ing spiritual effects upon immature Christians. Faith
ful elders will protect their "sheep" by adjusting their 
shepherding strategies. They will diligently "tend 
their flocks" from house to house and in and around 
times of worship. They cannot expect to eradicate 
these "wolves" by simply asking their preachers to 
"preach on it." 
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(Brother Cruse is on target, but fabulous and 
highly questionable stories are not the only way the 
internet is misused by false teachers. Sometimes it is 
used to slander and misrepresent, but, alas, that is 
also true of magazines and snail-mail- not just elec
tronic mail. Still, the e-mail is easy to use and can be 
extensively distributed by irresponsible people. It is 
also somewhat like rheumatism - you get it whether 
you want it or deserve it. We need to be circumspect 
because we follow Christ, but it is also true that civil 
law protects people against libel whether the "false 
publication in writing, printing, or typewriting or in 
signs or pictures that maliciously damages a person's 
reputation" is done via internet or the mailman. The 
Federal Government has made laws regulating the use 
of the internet, for which we are glad. We are also 
thankful for the delete key.) 
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Until the Time Arrives 
By Frazier Conley 

We are sincerely anticipating a day (perhaps a 
few centuries from now (if the Lord does 
not come back first) in which no matter 

what Bible-adhering religious body you enter you 
will find local congregational polity, weekly com
munion, acapella singing, and immersion in water 
for the remission of sins. 

We are fully expecting such a day to come, a day 
when there will be no question, but that the religious 
practices of all who take the Bible seriously will be 
only those taught in the New Testament. 

At such a time, preachers everywhere who have 
been proclaiming the gospel on these matters will be 
able to spend less time focused on such previously 
neglected truths, and more time on the great themes 
of the Word of God that all Bible adherents rejoice 
in: Jesus, his love, his wonderful qualities of life, his 
self-sacrificial spirit, his wisdom, his nature. More 
time can be spent on the profound meaning of the 
cross. More time can be spent speaking of Christian 
living as taught in the epistles of the New Testament. 
It will hopefully only be necessary occasionally to re
mind everyone that a faithful replication of New Tes
tament doctrine includes acapella singing and weekly 
communion, that the New Testament word baptizo 
includes immersion in water, that baptism is a means 
of salvation, and that the New Testament is the 
Christian's covenant, not the Old Testament. 

However, until that day arrives, the neglected 
truths of God's Word, both those plainly empha
sized, and those less commented on in the scriptures, 
will have to be taught by those who know them. If 
we don't teach them, they will not be taught. If we 
don't exemplify them, they will not be practiced in 
the whole religious world. If we don't remain faith
ful to them and seek to press them, who knows how 
many years will transpire before honest Bible stu
dents again recover them? 

We would rather it be the case that one could en
ter any worship assembly of those claiming adher
ence to the New Testament and find them practicing 
the simple religion taught in the New Testament. But 
we have not yet reached that day. 

Almost no one teaches in the religious world, 
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outside of churches of Christ, that the Lord's Supper 
was partaken of every Sunday in the early church 
and that it should be the practice today. Almost no 
one else in the religious world insists on acapella 
singing in the church, although from the beginning 
of the gospel and for more than a thousand years af
terward that was the music Christians practiced and 
the music they insisted was the proper music of the 
church. Almost no one else teaches that baptism in
cludes immersion in water and that it is to be obeyed 
to receive forgiveness of sins. Almost no religious 
bodies recognize the scriptural distinction between 
the Old Covenant and the New. 

All of this means that we have to continue to ar
ticulate not only all of the faith and practice of the 
New Testament, but in particular we will have to 
take extra time for those items, small as well as large, 
that the religious world around us has rejected or 
forgotten, and we will have to do so for so long as it 
takes. The church must fulfill the role described by 
the apostle Paul, it must continue to be "the pillar 
and bulwark of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). 
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Unconditional Eledion 
By Dr. John Hobbs 

Unconditional election" is the second cardinal 
doctrine in Calvinism. The T-U-L-I-P1 acros
tic is an easy way to remember each pillar of 

the Calvinistic doctrine. Richard Baggett said: '1ohn 
Calvin has influenced the Protestant religion more 
than any other one man -living or dead. His system 
still dominates many denominations today.'' 

How Calvinists Define •unconditional Eledion" 
In 1618, fifty-four years after the death of John 
Calvin, the Synod of Dort took the doctrines taught 
by Calvin and formulated them into a collection 
called the Canons of Dort, articles 2 and 3, state: 

Man after the fall begat children in his own like
ness. A corrupt stock produced a corrupt off
spring. Hence all the posterity of Adam, Christ 
only excepted, have derived corruption from 
their original parents. .. . Therefore all men are 
conceived in sin, and are by nature children of 
wrath, incapable of saving good, prone to evil, 
dead in sin, and in bondage thereto. 

This doctrine teaches that all men are lost as a re
sult of Adam's sin. It also teaches that children are 
lost from the moment of conception. This is the doc
trine of Hereditary Total Depravity. Out of this doc
trine comes "Unconditional Election." 

Dr. Ralph Gore, Dean of Theology at Trinity 
Theological Seminary and a Calvinist, says: 

Election is a necessary corollary of the doctrine 
of Total Depravity. If a man is incapable of com
ing to God, or doing anything to initiate the re
demptive process, it is a reasonable corollary 
that except God begin the process it will have no 
fruition." 

Unconditional Election states that only the elect, 
those chosen by God before the foundation of the 
world, are predestined to be saved. Therefore, the 
non-elect will be lost. Calvinists believe that the 
scriptures teach that man is totally depraved, dead in 
trespasses and sin, and therefore man is unable to 
initiate a response toward God for salvation. 

1 TULIP is 
T=Total depravity; 
U =:Unconditional Election; 
L=Limited Atonement; 
I=Irresistible Grace; 
P=Perseverance of the Saints. 

The Canons of Dort, article 7, state: 
This elect number, though by nature neither bet
ter nor more deserving than others, but involved 
with them in one common misery, God has de
creed to give to Christ to be saved by Him, and 
effectually to ·call and draw them to His com
munion by His Word and Spirit; to bestow upon 
them true faith, justification, and sanctification; 
and having powerfully preserved them in the fel
lowship of His Son ••. And as God Himself is the 
most wise, unchangeable, omniscient, and om
nipotent, so the election made by him can 
neither be interrupted nor changed, recalled or 
annulled; neither can the elect be cast away, nor 
their number diminished. 

The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 states: 
Those of mankind who are predestined unto 
life, God, before the foundation of the world 
was laid, according to His eternal and immu
table purpose, and the secret counsel and good· 
pleasure of His will, hath chosen in Christ unto 
everlasting glory, out of His mere free grace and 
love, without any other thing in the creature as a 
condition or cause moving Him thereunto. 

John Calvin himself said: 
All are not created on equal terms, but some are 
preordained to eternal life, others to eternal 
damnation; and accordingly, as each has been 
created for one or the other of these ends, we 
say we have been predestined to life or to death. 

Calvin admittedly called this a "horrible decree," 
but nevertheless held it because he believed the Bible 
taught it. For Calvinists, election is not based on any 
faith or aspect in the one elected. Nor is it based 
upon foreseeing that the individual will believe. 

Jack Cottrell said, "A major part of Christendom 
has never been able to accept the concept of the un
conditional election of individuals as biblical." 

Ralph Gore states, "Election is not based on hu
man will. The new birth does not come about 
through human decision." 

It is the cause, not the result, of faith. Election is 
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unconditional. It does not depend upon man's per
forming a specific action or meeting certain condi
tions or terms of God. It is not conditioned upon 
man's ability or response. It is not that God wills to 
save people if they do certain things. He simply wills 
to save them and then brings it about. 

Dr. Wayne Grudem, a Calvinist, states, 
Election is an act of and before creation in 
which he chooses some people to be saved, not 
on account of any foreseen merit in them, but 
only because of his sovereign good pleasure. 
Election is unconditional because it is not condi
tioned upon anything that God sees in us that 
makes us worthy of his choosing us. Our salva
tion is totally due to grace alone. 

Unconditional Election emphasizes that God 
alone initiates the process. Let us analyze this doc
trine of "Unconditional Election." 

God Is No Respecter of Persons 
Peter said, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no re
specter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to 
him" (Read Rom. 2:11; 10:12; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; 
and 1 Peter 1:17.) These verses declare that God is 
"no respecter of persons." 

14 

Being a "respecter of persons" means "the show-
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ing of more kindness and indulgence to some 
person(s) more than others; being unfairly partial." 
But, God is not "unfairly partial." God does not 
show favoritism arbitrarily! 

John Calvin said, "All are not created on equal 
terms . ... Some are preordained to eternal life, others 
to eternal damnation." This makes God a respecter 
of persons, being "unfairly partial" - something 
God's Word says, He is not! We must reject Calvin
ism and accept the Word of God. 

Salvation Is Conditional Based Upon Man's Response 

A basic hermeneutical rule of understanding the 
Bible is that we always interpret the difficult and ob
scure passages in light of the clear and plain ones. 

Jesus told the Jews in John 5:40, "Ye will not 
come to me, that ye may have life." Here is a clear 
teaching that salvation is conditional. Salvation for 
the Jews then, and for us today, is conditional. It is 
based upon our response to Jesus. Jesus did not say it 
was impossible for the Jews to come to him because 
they were not elected. They did not come to him be
cause they did not "will" or choose to come to him. 
They had the "opportunity" and the "choice" to 
come to Jesus but "willed" not to come. 

One must of his own free will decide to fo llow 
the Lord (John 7 :17). God did not arbitrarily decide 
before the foundation of the earth that these specific 
Jews in John 5 would be lost. If God did, that puts 
the blame on the Lord and makes him a "respecter of 
persons." But, here the text is clear that the reason 
these Jews were lost was because they themselves 
chose not to come to Jesus! 

In Matthew 23:37 Jesus said: 
0 jerusalem, jerusalem, that killeth the proph
ets, and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how 
often would I have gathered thy children to
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens un
der her wings, and ye would not! 

Here again the Jews are lost because they chose 
not to follow the Lord. The offer and invitation was 
given to them. Jesus wanted them to respond in 
faith. This verse teaches that they had the "opportu
nity" and "possibili ty" of responding to Jesus but 
"would not." The reason they were lost was not be
cause they were not one of the preordained elect. It 
was because they refused to obey. Since they had the 
"opportunity" to be saved but chose not to respond. 
Unconditional election is a false doctrine. If uncondi
tional election is true and it is absolutely impossible 
for all the lost to choose salvation, Jesus would not 
have placed the responsibility on their shoulders. 



In Matthew 11:28 Jesus said, "Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest." The offer of salvation goes out to all 
people -not to some group that has been arbitrarily 
unconditionally chosen. 

In Ezekiel 33:11 God says, "I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, 0 house of Israel?,, Please 
note that the wicked have the "opportunity" to turn 
and live. If "Unconditional Election" was true, then 
those not predestined to be saved would not have the 
"opportunity" to be saved. If the wicked do not turn 
from their evil ways and die eternally, it is their fault. 
The Lord desires that they turn and live! Salvation is 
conditional based upon man's response. 

In Acts 2:40 we read, ''And with many other 
words he (i.e. Peter) testified, and exhorted them, 
saying, Save yourselves from this crooked genera
tion." Now, we cannot earn or merit or deserve our 
salvation (cf. Luke 17:10; Eph. 2:8-9). We cannot be 
saved separate and apart from the blood of Christ 
(Rev. 1:5; 7:14; Rom. 5:9; Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:20; 1 
Pet. 1:18-20; Heb. 13:20; 1 John 1:7). But, Peter's 
point in Acts 2:40 is that we have something to do to 
obtain and appropriate our salvation. So, salvation is 
conditional - not unconditional! 

In Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Moses says, "See, I 
have set before thee this day life and good, and death 
and evil ... choose life, that thou may est live." The 
Jews had the "opportunity" to choose life or death. 
They were not preordained against their will to 
make a certain choice. Salvation was conditional 
upon their making the right choice. 
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In Joshua 24:15 Joshua said, "Choose you the 
day whom ye will serve." Again, their salvation was 
conditioned upon their obedience. If it was impos
sible for them to choose because some were predes
tined, then Joshua's statement, like Moses', is mean
ingless. 

Jesus many times prefaced his teaching with the 
words, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" 
(Matt. 11: 15). 

Those who "desire" and "will" to know the truth 
need to listen to Jesus because he speaks eternal truth 
that can save a man's soul! Men have ears but do they 
have ears that are inclined to hear the great truths 
from the Word of God? If they do not "desire" and 
"will" to hear the truth, they will not find the truth. 
The problem is they do not have an "honest and good 
heart" (Luke 8:15). It is man's responsibility- not 
God's- to have an "honest and good heart." 

Notice in Ma~hew 13:15, "Their eyes they have 
closed." God did not close them. They closed their 
own eyes, i.e. they did not "desire" and "will" to 
know the truth! As a result of their refusal to hear 
the truth, they condemned themselves to hell. 

One must have "the love of the truth" (2 Thess. 
2:10) to be saved. If a person is lost, it is because of 
his refusal to hear and obey the truth - not because 
God did not select him to be saved before the foun
dation of the world! 

There are many conditional verses in the Bible 
(Consider: John 8:31; 14:15; 15:10, 14; Rom. 8:13; 
11:22; 1 Cor.15:2; Gal. 6:9; Col.1:21-23; 2 Tim. 
1:12; Heb. 3:14; 10:26, 38; 2 Pet. 1:5-11; 1 John 
1:7). These verses teach that salvation is conditional 
based upon our obedient faith. If we do not have an 
obedient faith we are lost! 

Salvation Is Not by Grace Alone 

Wayne Grudem said, "Our salvation is totally due to 
grace alone.,, Grudem is wrong. The apostle Paul 
said, "For by grace have ye been saved through faith" 
(Eph. 2:8). Grace is God's part in our salvation. 
Grace is "unmerited favor; undeserved favor." Grace 
is "God's Riches at Christ's Expense." 

God took the initiative in our salvation (Rom. 
5:811; 2 Cor. 5:14-21; 1 John 4:10). We cannot 
boast in our salvation as if we have earned or de
served it (Luke 17:10; Eph. 2:8). 

Scripture teaches that our part in our salvation is 
"our" faith. John wrote, "This is the victory that 
hath overcome the world, even our faith" (1 John 
5:4). We are saved by grace "through faith." 
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Faith is our part in coming into contact with 
Christ's saving blood. We are justified by faith (Rom. 
5:1), live by faith (Gal. 3 :11), walk by faith (2 Cor 
5:7), receive our eternal crown by faith (Rev. 2:10), 
saved by faith (1 Pet. 1:9), and are cleansed by faith 
(Acts 15 :9). 

Faith is "a steadfast trust conjoined with obedi
ence." Those in heaven are "called and chosen and 
faithful" (Rev. 17:14). See also James 2:14-26. 

Predestination and Foreknowledge 

The word predestined comes from the Greek word 
poorizo. Arndt and Gingrich define this word as "de
cide upon beforehand." The word foreknowledge 
comes from the Greek word proginosko. Arndt and 
Gingrich define this word as "know beforehand, in 
advance, have foreknowledge of something." 

In Acts 2:23, Peter says that when the Jews cruci
fied Jesus, it happened according to the "foreknowl
edge of God." God did not make the Jews crucify 
Jesus, but it is certain they would do so, seeing it was 
prophesied in detail (Psa 22; Isa 53). Jesus knew 
from the beginning Judas would betray him a ohn 
6:64). He knew the condition of Judas' heart and 
therefore foreknew what Judas would do. Jesus was 
not responsible for Judas' avarice -that was a mon
ster of his own making- but Jesus did know what 
manner of man he was and where it would take him. 

Peter's point is that God knew in advance what 
the Jews were going to do. God can know what man 
is going to do before he does it and then hold him 
accountable for what he did. 

.. paul says, "Even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blemish before him in love" (Eph. 1:4 ). 

The big question is how were the Christians cho
sen in Christ before the foundation of the world? 
Calvinists say the saved are chosen arbitrarily and 
unconditionally. The Bible teaches selective and con
ditional selection of the saved. 

There is not one word in Ephesians about 
whether they were chosen conditionally or uncondi
tionally. The fact that they were chosen to be "holy 
and without blemish" shows the apostle is thinking 
of a class and not individuals as such. 

Suppose I am building a house. In one room I 
have decided before the house is built that I want 
nothing but oak wood used in the floor. I do not ar
bitrarily go to the forest and pick the oak trees. But, I 
do selectively determine and control the fact that 
nothing but oak wood goes into that floor. 

16 ~~~ound~~~~ 

What Paul is teaching in this verse is that before 
the foundation of. the world, God decided that only 
those who answered the call of the gospel in the obe
dience of faith would come into Christ. Our free will 
determines whether we come to Christ. 

God has predestined a group to be saved - all 
those that love and obey Christ. This selection is not 
arbitrary and unconditional. Remember, those in 
heaven are "called and chosen and faithful" (Rev. 
17:14). 

Wayne Grudem, a Calvinist, states: 
For if God can look into the future and see that 
person A will come to faith in Christ, and that 
person B will not come to faith in Christ, then 
those facts are already fixed, they are already 
determined. If we assume that God's knowledge 
of the future is true (which it must be), then it is 
absolutely certain that person A will believe and 
person B will not. There is no way that their lives 
could turn out any differently than this. There
fore it is fair to say that their destinies are still 
determined, for they could not do otherwise. 

Grudem has several flaws in his logic. First, sal
vation is conditioned upon our obedience Uohn 
3:36; Luke 6:46; Heb. 5:9; 2 Thess 1:8; James 1:12; 
Rev. 2:10). What determines whether or not we are 
saved is our faith, our obedience - not some prede
termined decision made by God arbitrarily before 
the foundation of the world. 

Second, salvation is not pre-determined in the 
sense that we do not have a choice in the matter. We 
can choose to quit believing (Heb. 3:12-19; Luke 
8:11-15). Salvation is based on the obedience of 
faith (Rom. 1:5; 16:26) . 

Third, Grudem assumes God must foreknow ev
erything and does not bother to notice passages say
ing some things God does not foreknow (See J er. 
19:5; Gen. 22: 12). The foreknowledge of God can 
be selective. 
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Fourth, one's name can be blotted out of the book 
of life (Rev. 3 :5). We must realize that out lives are not 
pre-determined in the sense that we have no choice 
about how we live or where we spend eternity. 

John Wesley wrote about predestination: 
It is to represent the most high God (he that 
hath ears to hear let him hear!) as more cruel, 
false, and unjust than the devil! This is the blas
phemy clearly contained in the horrible decree 
of predestination! And here I fix my foot. On 
this I join issue with every assertor of it. You rep
resent God as worse than the Devil; more false, 
more cruel, more unjust. 

Agreed! 

Is Eledion Based on Our Faith? 
Grudem says, "Election is not based on God's fore
knowledge of our faith." 

Ralph Gore says: "Election is not based on hu
man will. The new birth does not come about 
through human decision." 

The Westminster Confession of Faith, a Calvinis-
tic document, states: 

Those of mankind that are predestined unto life, 
God, before the foundation of the world was 
laid, according to his eternal and immutable pur
pose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure 
of his will, hath chosen in Christ unto everlast
ing glory, out of his mere free grace and love, 
without any foresight of faith or good works, or 
perseverance in either of them, or any thing in 
the creature, as conditions, or causes. 

The Calvinist view is that our election is based 
solely on God's sovereign arbitrary choice before the 
foundation of the world and that our faith or obedi
ence does not have anything to do with our salvation. 

We cannot earn our salvation (Luke 17:10). But, 
man does not have a decision to make in his salva
tion. Salvation is by grace "through faith" (Eph. 2:8). 
Faith is our part in being saved. Faith is the means 
whereby we appropriate the blood of Christ over our 
SinS. 

A person is "made free from sin," according to 
Paul, when he is "obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching" (Rom. 6:17-18). 

Peter said, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in 
your obedience to the truth" (1 Pet. 1:22). 

Calvinistic Proof Text Examined 
Acts 13:48 states, "And as the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad, and glorified the word of God: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts 
13:48). This is a favorite text of Calvinists as they try 
to support the doctrine of Unconditional Election. 

Gareth Reese says, "This passage has been called 
upon as being prime evidence for the correctness of 
the Calvinistic doctrine of absolute predestination." 

A casual reading of the verse makes it easy to see 
why they use it as a proof text for their doctrine of 
predestination. Calvinists interprete this verse to 
mean those who were foreordained or uncondition
ally selected to eternal life believed. 

Donald Guthrie says, "Acts 13:48 implies that the 
ordaining was prior to the believing, in which case an 
act of predestination is clearly being recognized." 

W.J. Seaton, a Calvinist, says, "Election is not on 
account of our believing, but our believing is on ac
count of our being elected- ordained to eternal life." 

There are several arguments against the Calvinis
tic view. 

(1) Before one arrives at an understanding of this 
ver~e he must study all of God's Word. When the 
Devil quoted scripture to Jesus, Jesus quoted scrip
ture back to him showing that he had twisted and 
perverted the true meaning of scripture. Psalms 
119: 160 states, "The sum of all thy word is truth." 
Matthew 4:4 states, "Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." It is possible to twist, pervert, and 
wrest scripture from its true meaning unto one's own 
destruction (2 Pet. 3:15-17). We must preach "the 
whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). The plain, 
simple, and clear teaching of God's Word is that 
there are conditions to salvation. If God arb~trarily 
unconditionally selected some to be saved and the 
rest to be lost, God would be a respecter of persons. 
But, the Bible emphatically declares he is not. 

(2) Logic argues against Calvinism. There is not a 
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word in Acts 13:48 to suggest how long they were 
ordained to eternal life before they believed. Calvin
ists say "before the foundation of the world." But, 
that is an assumption! If men are "ordained" to eter
nal life before they believe, then they are in a state of 
condemnation because Jesus said, "He that believeth 
not is condemned already" Uohn 3:18). 

(3) The immediate context argues against Calvin
ism. In Acts 13:46, Paul said, "It was necessary that 
the word of God should first be spoken to you. Seeing 
ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy 
of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." Notice Paul 
did not say, "God is the one to blame, after all he did 
not foreordain you to eternal life; you could not be 
saved even if you wanted to be saved." The responsi
bility for their being lost was theirs- not God's. They 
had judged themselves unworthy of eternal life by re
jecting the Word of God. On the other hand, the obe
dient Gentiles "were glad and glorified the word of 
God." Since they had honest and good hearts, they 
obeyed the Gospel, thus "saving themselves" (Acts 
2:40) by appropriating the blood of Christ over their 
sins. J. W. McGarvey says "The Jews were first- filled 
with jealousy, second- contradicted the things which 
were spoken by Paul, and third -Judged themselves 
unworthy of eternal life. Notice the parallel in con
trast with the Jews. The Gentiles were first- glad, 
second -' glorified the Word of God, and third -
they were "ordained" or "disposed" or "appointed" 
for eternal life. The Gentiles, as many as were dis
posed to eternal life, judged themselves worthy of 
eternal life. How? They had honest and good hearts to 
accept the truth and therefore believed. 

It was in the eternal purpose and plan of God to 
call Gentiles as well as Jews into his kingdom. This 
does not mean, as Calvinists assume, that he chose 
certain individuals unconditionally. 

In his purpose he chose a people for his own pos
session (1 Pet. 2:9) to continue in covenant faithful
ness (Rom. 11:17-32). God planned the ways and 
means by which this would be effected. Salvation is 
effected "in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth." As the election or choosing was through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, it is 
impossible that they could have been elected before 
belief of the truth through which it was affected. 

If we were to say that the mayor was elected 
through the vote of the people, no one would under
stand that he was elected before he received the vote 
of the people. Our salvation is not separate and apart 
from our "belief" and response to the gospel call. 
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God's choosing is tied to our belief. 
Revelation 3 :5 says a name written in the book 

of life may be blotted out. How can this be? If a 
name can be blotted out, then how could it be fore
known that one could be saved or lost? The answer 
is that the number of saved and lost can be changed. 
This goes directly against Calvinism. 

The Bible teaches our faith or unfaith determines 
our eternal destiny. If a man is lost, it is his fault, not 
God's! 

W.T. Brents wisely says: 
This election is according to the divine fore
knowledge, not contrary to it. The whole scheme 
of redemption was in the mind of God before it 
was revealed to man. Therefore, when the condi
tions of salvation were embodied in the gospel 
and proclaimed to the world, they were pre
sented just as they had existed in His mind before; 
hence, when any one complies with the condi
tions of salvation, he is elected according to the 
foreknowledge of God, because he is elected ac
cording to a plan previously known to Him. 
When we say of the governor that he was elected 
according to the constitution of the State, we do 
not mean that the constitution elected him, but 
that he was elected by a majority of the votes of 
the people, according to the provisions of the 
constitution, and not against its provisions. So 
when any one obeys the gospel, he is elected ac
cording to the foreknowledge of God, because 
God foreknew the provisions of the gospel; but 
the foreknowledge of God did not elect him. 

Conclusion 
John Calvin admitted that Unconditional Election 
was a "horrible decree." John Wesley was right when 
he called its advocates those who "represent God as 
worse than the Devil; more false, more cruel, more 
unjust." This doctrine destroys the teaching of God's 
Word on the accountability of man's free moral will. 
Individually, we all have a choice to obey or disobey 
the Lord. When a person faces God on the Day of 
Judgment, he cannot say, "You did not chose me for 
salvation before the foundation of the world. That is 
why I am lost. God - it is your fault that I am lost 
not mine.'' 

"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he 
that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is 
athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take the 
water of life freely." From man's perspective salva
tion is dependent on one's "will"- not being arbi
trarily unconditionally elected by God before the 
foundation of the world. 4642 Royal Crest 
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He Opened Not His Mouth 
By Randy Reagan 

Isaiah prophesied of our Lord, "He was oppressed 
and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His 
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And 

as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not 
His mouth" (Isa. 53:7). It must have been tremen
dously difficult for our Lord to listen to all the false 
accusations (Matt. 26:60), the taunting (Matt. 26:68), 
and even to be physically attacked (Matt. 26:67) with
out even so much as a response (Matt. 26:63). I can
not imagine how it must have felt for Christ to know 
he was the Son of God (Matt. 8:29), had been sent to 
save the world (Luke 19:10), and yet had so many ac
cuse him of all manner of evil and blasphemy (Matt. 
26:65). The Pharisees even accused Christ of being in 
allegiance with Satan (Luke 11:14-26). 

I am reminded of other instances in the Bible 
where good men were attacked by false witnesses. 
When Ahab desired to have Naboth's vineyard, 
1 ezebel employed false witnesses to condemn 
Naboth (1 Kings 21:1-15). David spoke of false wit
nesses who had risen against him and taught us how 
to deal with such individuals. 

Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries; 
For false witnesses have risen against me, And 
such as breathe out violence. I would have lost 
heart, unless I had believed that I would see the 
goodness of the LORD In the land of the living 
Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He 
shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the 
LORD! (Psa. 27:12-14). 

A natural response for any of us when we are at
tacked falsely is to strike back. If we learn the lesson 
that Jesus taught us with his Words and then with his 
example, we find that the Christian must take an
other path. The Lord left us these words to encour
age us when we are falsely accused: 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righ
teousness, .sake, For theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 
falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you (Matt. 5:10-12). 

It can be doubly devastating when it is our own 
brethren who lead the charge of false accusations. 

However, we must realize that the Bible predicts just 
such a situation. 

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not con
sent to wholesome words, even the words of our 
Lord jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which ac
cords with godliness he is proud, knowing noth
ing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments 
over words, from which come envy, strife, revil
ing, evil suspicions useless wranglings of men of 
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who 
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From 
such withdraw yourself (1 Tim. 6:3-5). 

Let us not be deceived brethren, not every accusa
tion made is of valid and sincere substance. Let each of 
us search the scriptures to see what is true and not be 
led astray. Silence in the face of false accusations does 
not necessarily indicate guilt. It very well could be a 
godly individual responding the way that our Lord 
taught us to respond. 

When we know we have stood for the truth and 
we know we stand firm on the Word of God and are 
being falsely accused for that stance, the Bible makes 
two suggestions that we should take to heart. 

1. If we must respond, answer softly. "A soft an
swer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up an
ger'' (Prov. 15: 1). 

2. If at all possible, let us take the high road and 
not participate in the evil of others. Proverbs 26:4 
says, "Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 
Lest you also be like him." 2 Timothy 2:24 teaches, 
"And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be 
gentle to all." P. 0. Box 758 
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(This is the fifth and final article by brother Lewis on the subject of priesthood. The study of this often ne
glected subject is enlightening and should empower us to greater sacrifice and commitment to the kingdom and 
righteousness of Almighty God. We are beholden to brother Lewis for giving us the benefit of this vital informa
tion.) 

Misconceptions 
of the Priesthood of Believers 

By Dr. Jack P. Lewis 

Like other religious teaching, the priesthood of 
believers is open to misunderstanding. 

Clergy and Laity 
All systems of priesthood, which make distinction 
between clergy and laity, have no basis in scripture 
and are anti-scriptural. All systems that place a hu
man between the worshiper and his God are false. 

The Christ is the one mediator between God and 
people (1 Tim. 2:5). Each Christian, through Christ, 
can come boldly to the throne of grace to find grace 
to help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). He may and 
should confess his sins to God and to his fellow 
Christians ijames 5:16). He can study the Word of 
God for himself. He does not need an infallible hu
man-teacher to tell him what it means. He can and 
should teach others. He can pray for others. 

There is no place for a human priest to be an in
termediary between the Christian and his God. The 
New Testament knows of no group of men who 
alone can administer baptism or the Lord's Supper. 
The validity of baptism depends on the intent and 
action of the recipient not on the administrator of it. 
There is not a hint in the New Testament about 
whom one should seek to baptize him. There is not a 
word in the new covenant about who should admin
ister the Lord's Supper or about its validity being de
pendent on an administrator. The Bible concern is on 
the manner of the participant (1 Cor. 11:27-32). 

The organization of the New Testament church 
was of elders, deacons, and saints (Phil. 1:1). There 
is no suggestion at all of a group of priests different 
from all Christians however one might define their 
standing and obligations. 

Nevertheless, people who have freed themselves 
from bondage of the priestly system still reflect its in
fluence in their clergy-laity type of thinking. While a 
person may exercise his gift of teaching and preach-
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ing full time, he passes into no different category for 
any other C~ristian exercising his gift for the Lord. 
However, listen to any introduction and one will 
hear, "This is Joe Jones, this is Tom Smith, and this is 
'Brother' Brown.·" The undertaker introduced a 
speaker at a public gathering, "I present to you the 
Reverend, Doctor, Pastor, Mister, Brother Lewis." 
Bondage of the mind does creep in! 

The concept of an ordination, which is a passing 
of Apostolic Succession, is a non-biblical concept 
though it still has popularity outside of Roman 
Catholic circles. Such a concept surfaces in the belief 
that the validity of baptism rests on the qualifications 
of the one doing the baptizing. 

The Priest as Teacher 
It is perhaps in the learning and teaching duties that 
the Christian as priest is most remiss. Like the priest 
under the law, the spiritual priest should know what 
the will of God is. Yet despite the advances our times 
have seen in educational methods and opportunity, 
the advance in communication methods, and the 
availability of printed Scripture, who would affirm 
that our people know more Scripture than earlier? 
One cannot do the right unless he knows the right. 
One cannot teach the truth unless he knows the 
truth. 

Hosea's accusation, "My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge" (Hos. 4:6), can be illustrated 
by action in any congregation. People's sins are less 
of purposeful rebelliousness than of ignorance. Not 
having senses skilled to discern between good ·and 
evil, they choose the evil. It is widely declared that 
people's religious affiliations at the end of the twen
tieth century are more determined by emotions and 
by social conventions than by conviction. We become 
the blind led by the blind. Entertainment draws a 
crowd; Bible study does not. Hosea threatened, "Be-



cause you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from 
being priest to me" (Hos. 6 :4). 

Without knowledge of God's will, people are 
tossed by every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). They 
heap teachers to themselves after their own desires 
(2 Tim. 4:3). They are open to the seduction of false 
teachers (2 Pet. 2: 1-2). There is hardly an action or a 
teaching conceivable for which one cannot find ap
proval from some teacher if he asks enough religious 
teachers. Ezekiel warned that the person who comes 
to the prophet with idols in his heart will be an
swered by the Lord in keeping with the ido ls (Eze. 
14:7-9). A person can believe a lie and be con
demned (2 Thess. 2:11-12). 

Our survey of the priesthood has stressed that a 
major function of the priest was to teach the law of 
the Lord. The priest was not the legislator for the 
Lord's people. He did not make the rules. He taught 
that which the Lord's inspired speakers· had revealed. 
Paul urged Timothy, "What you have heard from me 
before many witnesses, commit to faithful people 
who will be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 
The priest as teacher is not to draw people after him
self (cf. Acts 20:30) but is to point them to the Lord. 

It is well for priests to be conscious of the fact 
that they are the teacher's of God's word. They are 
not the enforcers of their preferences and tastes. The 
church is continuously confronted with problems of 
distinguishing between its accumulating traditions 
and what the Lord has actually said. What one can 
persuade others of may (with the Lord's blessings) 
last beyond him; what he forces upon them will last 
only as long as he does (if that long), but when he is 
gone people will do what they have been wanting to 
do all along. He has accomplished only the satisfac
tion of his own ego. 

The priesthood of believers is not 
the prophecy of believers. 

As one hears of the priesthood of believers in the 
modern world, it often seems to be a declaration for 
the right of everyone to do his own thing. It seems to 
become the religious application of Frank Sinatra's "I 
Did It My Way!" Mention any scripture inculcating a 
duty, no matter how clear, and one is likely to get the 
response, "is that not subject to interpretation?" It 
would seem that some are thinking more in terms of 
"the prophecy of all believers" than in terms of the 
"priesthood of all believers." One lady being admon
ished to a duty she was neglecting replied, "I am 
waiting for the Lord to speak to me." The priest is 

not a prophet to whom the Lord speaks. He does not 
listen for voices, subjective or objective. 

Against this trend of doing one's own thing are 
the cautions of the Old Testament for one not to rely 
on his own insight (Prov. 3 :5), that there is a way 
that seems right to a person but the end is the way of 
death (Prov. 14:12; 16:25). There is Paul declaring 
that his teaching is a command of the Lord (1 Thess. 
2:13; 1 Cor. 14:37), his call to follow him as he fol
lows Christ (1 Cor. 11: 1), and Jude's statement 
about a faith once delivered to the saints Qude 1:3). 

The teacher is not a mediator 
between the pupil and God. 

The duty of teaching and admonishing is a recog
nized New Testament obligation of the Christian 
(Matt. 28 :20; Col. 3:16; 1 Thess. 5 :14). But the one 
taught retains his obligation of judgment between 
the good and the evil (1 Thess. 5:21). The teacher 
does not stand between him and God. The pupil 
must decide whether what he is taught is from God 
or from humans. While he should be open to admo
nition, he is not bound to submit to the judgment of 
another in areas where God has not spoken. 
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A young man was being admonished to duties 
the cult he was in had set up for its members. Finding 
the demands impossible to meet, he was reluctant. 
The threat was that if he did not meet the demands, 
he would go to hell. His reply was, "Then I will just 
have to go!" 

An individual or a group may be of the opinion 
that certain routines are wholesome and may ad
monish others to like practices as matters of judg
ment. But no individual or group of individuals can 
establish religious obligations nor can they release 
from divine obligations. Someone may say, "Does 
not a club have a right to set rules for its members?" 
Certainly it does, but do you mean the church is a 
club? When did a club get the assignment of deter
mining what God expects of his people? The believer 
is admonished to obedience to his leaders (Heb. 
13: 17); but it is automatically assumed that the lead
ers are loyal to the Lord, not to their own whims. 

In the modern world the confusion of voices all 
claiming to come from "angels of light" (cf. 2 Cor. 
11: 14) makes discretion all the more imperative. All 
cannot be setting forth the whole truth. 

Prayer and Confession 

The duty of praying in behalf of others is an obvious 
obligation of the Lord's priest; but that does not 
make the priest a mediator between God and the 
people for whom and with whom he prays. There is 
an essential difference between being an intercessor 
and being a mediator. 

Paul repeatedly prayed for his converts but that 
gave him no dominance over them beyond his speak
ing with the authority given him by Christ and his 
persuasiveness. His admonition was only that they 
follow him as he followed Christ. The Christian 
teacher enlightens and a persuades. 

Christians are urged to confess their sins one to 

another Uames 5:16). That there is an obligation to 
confess to one assigned person as contrasted to 
other Christians is a contention that has no scrip
tural basis. 

Misconceptions of the priesthood of believers, 
which spring up from time to time, should not drive 
the Lord's people from a consciousness of being a 
royal priesthood. One's duty of offering up spiritual 
sacrifices must be discharged. 
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(G.O. Winborn recently wrote, ''I have been a member of the Third and Dwight St. Church of Christ in 
Monahans, Texas since 1946, where I taught a class for more than 50 years, but no longer teach due to poor 
health. I enjoyed your article in the June issue of the Firm Foundation [Actors or Pawns]. I am enclosing a 
manuscript I wrote after 40 years of research. Thought you might like to compare the two articles." Thank 
you, brother Winborn, for the article, which we are presenting below for the benefit of our readers.) 

Infinite God 
By G. 0. Winborn 

The Bible teaches that man is a free-moral
agent (Eze .. 18:20, 21; Matt. 12:36; Rom. 
2:6, 14:12; 1 Pet. 1:17). Any concept that is 

in conflict with this teaching should be re-examined. 
The popular belief is that since God knows all 

things, he foreknows every act of every individual. 
What God foreknows is just as certain to happen 

as if it had already happened. If God knew Adam 
would _sin, how could Adam have avoided sinning 
without falsifying God's foreknowledge? Some say 
that the plan of salvation was contingent and was to 
be implemented in case man did sin. 

If we contend that God foreknows all things, 
then nothing would be contingent with him. A thing 
is not contingent if the result is already known. 

The following quote is from The Westminster 
Confession of Faith, Chapter 3, paragraphs 3 and 4. 
This is part of the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), 

By the decree of God, for all the manifestation 
of His glory, some men and angels are predesti
nated unto everlasting life all others foreor
dained to everlasting death. These angels and 
men, thus predestinated and foreordained are 
particularly and unchangeably designed; and 
their number so certain and definite, that it can
not be either increased or diminished. 

Some atheists believe this is what the Bible teaches 
and logically reject it because it is inconsistent. This is 
the position taken by A.G.N. Flew (atheist): 

If anything can be known to be just quite mon
strously, inordinately, unquestionably unjust and 
evil, it is the conduct of a Being creating con
science creatures, whether human or animal, in 
the full knowledge, and with the intention, that 
these creatures should be maintained by His sus
taining power eternally in infinite and unlimited 
torment (The Warren-Flew Debate 1977, p. 85). 

Avon Malone, speaking on Ephesians 3:10-11, 
said, "God could, and we believe did, anticipate 
man's ruin and need for redemption, without violat
ing the dignity of man's free will" ("God's Eternal 

Purpose," ACC Annual Bible Lectures 1969, p. 67). 
If God knew that Abraham would pass the test 

before offering Isaac, why did God put him through 
the test? God said, "Now I know that thou fearest 
God" (Gen. 22:12 KJV). 

God threatened to destroy Israel and make of 
Moses a great nation (Ex. 32:10). Why did God make 
this threat if he could not or would not carry it out? 

God dwells in the eternal realm where time is not 
a factor. He created time and put man within its con
fines. God can move in and out of the time-dimen
sion at will. "Foreknowledge" is a time-related word. 
What God foreknows is within the limits of time and 
not related to the eternal realm. 

Man cannot fully comprehend matters not re
lated to time. God, to communicate with man, ac
commodates himself to the time dimension and 
speaks to man on a level that man can comprehend. 

In ages past, God spoke directly to man. As God 
spoke, time elapsed and he was part of the passing of 
time. He spent forty days and nights with Moses on 
the mountain as time passed. 

Our Infinite God has the power of self-limita
tion. In the time-dimension, he can limit his knowl
edge. He does not have to know or choose to foresee 
the conduct of individuals. 

Jesus Christ has all the attributes of deity (Col. 
1:19; 2:9). Jesus was born as a man but retained his 
deity. He lived in the time-dimension and made him
self subject to all its limitations. There were some 
things he was born not knowing. He had to grow in 
wisdom (Luke 2:52). He did not know the day of his 
return (Mark 13 :32). Here is a divine being who lim
ited himself that we might have hope of eternal life. 

If God cannot limit himself, neither can 1 esus, 
since he is God. If Jesus could not limit himself, then 
the Bible is not true, and we have no hope. 
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The Greater Blessing 
By V. P. Black 

I have showed all things, how that so laboring 
ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'It 

is more blessed to give than to receive' (Acts 
20:35). 

The word blessed or a synonym of the word oc
curs over six hundred times in the Bible. It is more 
blessed to give than to receive stands supreme among 
all the beatitudes of the Bible. It is the very center of 
the Bible. Someone has said that Acts 20:35 is the 
most disbelieved verse in the Bible. If this is true, this 
is the tragedy of all tragedies. This disbelief springs 
from the very center of man's sin, his inverted ego, 
his selfishness and his perversion of God's teaching. 

When someone gets a joy in giving to his chil
dren his wife, his grandchildren because he loves 
them and does not get joy out of giving to God, this 
person has a serious conflict in his life. 

That nerve going to the pocketbook is a very sen
sitive nerve. This nerve is sensitive because it is in
flamed by the congestion of covetousness. When the 
osteopath finds a painful area, he knows there is con
gestion. He works out the congestion and gives re
lief. If preachers would teach on giving as they ought 
to do, many of these inflamed areas would be healed. 

There is in the land of Palestine a body of water 
known as the Sea of Galilee . .Jesus did much teaching 
around the Sea of Galilee. The Sea of Galilee re
ceives its water from the river Jordan and from the 
melting snow from Mt. Hermon. 
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The sea is a sparkling jewel of beauty. It is filled 
with all manner of marine life. It is surrounded by 
grass, flowers, and trees where the birds and animals 
make their homes. 

There is another body of water south of the Sea 
of Galilee, the Dead Sea. The water of this sea is so 
heavy with minerals that a person cannot sink to the 
bottom. It is surrounded by barren deserts; no flow
ers nor grass grow on its banks. The only life around 
its shore is a few snakes, lizards and scorpions. 

What makes the difference in the two seas? The 
Sea of Galilee receives and also gives. The Dead Sea 
receives but never gives. There is no outlet. The Sea 
of Galilee is a blessing; the Dead Sea a stagnant pool. 

These two seas symbolize two classes of people, 
those who receive and give liberally, and those who 
receive and do not give liberally. 

A few weeks ago I was invited by a church, with 
about six hundred members, to speak on the subject 
of stewardship. One of the ministers of this church 
told me that he had done a study concerning the giv
ing of this congregation. He came up with the con
clusion that the giving was about four percent. Let 
me remind you, at this point, that we cannot read 
where anybody in any age under any circumstances 
ever gave less than one tenth of his income to God. 
Any church not giving over four percent of their i~
come is a spiritually dead one. 

Elders need to realize that they are going to be 
held responsible when the church is not taught to 
give as the Bible teaches. They are supposed to see 
that the church is taught. . 

Some time ago, an elder called me to have lunch 
with. him. He wanted to discuss a problem that they 
had 1n the church. He told me that the contribution 
was going down, and that their preacher would.not 
preach on giving. I asked why? He replied that their 
preacher said he did not believe in preaching on giv
ing, and stated that he taught people to love the 
Lord, and when they love the Lord, they will give. 
The elder said the contribution continues to go 
down and asked, What should we do? 

This is the advice I gave him: You elders should 
·have a meeting with your minister. In a nice, kind way 



tell him that it is going to be necessary to cut his salary 
in half until the contribution comes up, and you will 
see how quickly he believes in preaching on giving. 

When we study the giving of the Jews, we learn 
that they gave three tithes. They gave two tithes ev
ery year, and on the third year they gave three tithes. 
The priestly tithe and the festival tithe were given ev
ery year. The poor tithe was given every third year 
which made three tithes every three years (read 
Deut. 14:22-23; 28-29, and Lev. 27:30). 

In addition God gave them laws concerning their 
harvest. (Lev. 10:9-10). God also gave them laws con
cerning free will offerings (Deu t. 23-23). 

It is a shame that we take our giving so lightly un
der grace, when the Jews took their giving so seri
ously under law. 

We are so thankful that some churches are being 
taught on the subject of giving, and their contribu
tion is great. 

Elders, it is going to be bad on the day of judg
ment when you try to explain to the Lord why you 
did not see that the church was taught on this im
portant subject. We will never do much mission 
work on four or five percent giving. 
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Announcement 
By David Miller 

T he Brown Trail School of Preaching an
nounces the addition of Hardeman Nichols 
to the faculty. Hardeman grew up in Jasper, 

Alabama and received his college 
education at Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity and West Virginia University. 

He has participated in the estab
lishment of several educational insti
tutions, including Lubbock Christian 
University and Midland Christian 
School, and has served on the Board 
of Trustees of Oklahoma Christian 
University. 

Hardeman is a writer and 
speaker. His writings appear in many 
religious papers and magazines. He 
has conducted gospel meetings in 
forty-seven states and in other coun-
tries, including Canada, China, England, Israe l, In
dia, and the Ukraine. 

Hardeman is in his fifty-fifth year of preaching 
the gospel. He has served as the local preacher 
churches in Cordova, Alabama; Columbus, Missis
sippi; Lubbock, Midland, Dallas, Fort Worth, and 
Garland, Texas. He preached in evangelistic meet
ings for seventeen years. In October of 1998, he be
came ·the fulltime pulpit preacher at the Pleasant 
Grove congregation in Dallas and was ordained to 
their eldership last year. Hardeman and wife, Vir
ginia, have two daughters and two grandsons. 

The addition of Hardeman to the Brown Trail 
faculty is in keeping with a specific rationale at 
Brown Trail. Churches of Christ have been experi

encing a widespread shifting away 
from the "old paths." Congregations 
and schools are opting for a new 
breed of preachers who do not share 
the biblical direction that has charac
terized churches of Christ in the past. 
They are intent on promoting the 
new trends and illicit changes 
spawned by denominationalism and 
our declining culture. Brown Trail is 
continuing to expand and build a fac
ulty that is composed of seasoned 
preachers of the gospel who have 
maintained their loyal commitment 
to the cause of Christ. They are men 

who remain unashamed of the gospel of Christ. They 
are men whose appreciation for the restoration of 
the New Testament church continues unabated. 
They are men who have shown exceptional compe
tence in teaching the word of God. The continuing 
purpose and objective of the Brown Trail of Preach
ing remains the same as it has for over three decades: 
to train men to preach the undiluted gospel of Christ 
to a lost and dying world. 
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Potpourri ••. 
W start this month with the "Earl 

Davis' Corner." As our regular readers 
know, Earl is in the Chicago area and of

ten sends tidbits reported in the Chicago Tribune. He 
is expert in identifying with keen-eye items that are 
curious, enlightening, humorous, or pertinent to our 
way of life. To know which way the winds blows can 
help us to our destination, or - if it is adverse - to 
escape being blown to oblivion. So, whether a step
ping- stone to glory or a guard against apostasy, we 
need to know the foibles and the strength of our so
ciety, which is best gauged by idiosyncrasies in the 
common weal. "Only that good profits, which we 
can taste with all doors open, and which serves all 
men." 

A critic observed that "we can all subscribe to the 
newspaper," by which he meant that we do not need 
the services of Earl Davis (and, sad to say, he may 
have even meant "Potpourri"), which is, of course, 
true. But it is also true that subscribers, for the most 
part, do not read the number of newspapers and 
magazines that we routinely review. This is where 
dear friend Earl Davis comes to the rescue. So, once 
again, we confess our debt to the "Sage of Chicago" 
and invite him to continue his valuable service. 
Thank you Earl. 

Medley of MaHers 
· OMter four years of bureaucratic delays, the 

Food and Drug Administration is poised to approve 
RU-486, the so-called abortion drug, for use in the 
United States. This will doubtless increase abortion, 
and is therefore dangerous to unborn babies (Tri
bune, June 17, 2000). 

$Bill Joy, chief scientist for Sun Microsystems, 
"quotes leading robotics researchers who believe 
that robots invented by humans will ultimately make 
humans extinct" (Tribune, June 17, 2000). 

OThe Univc:;rsity of Maryland School of Medicine 
released a study last month reporting that children 
who have fathers in their lives learn better; have 
higher self-esteem and fewer signs of depression than 
children without fathers (Tribune, June 17, 2000), 

$A billboard on Chicago's Southbound Inter
state Highway 294 says, "You're waiting for a sign 
from God? This is it! Ordain Women" (Tribune, June 
l8, 2000). 

OA major study of sexual behavior on the Inter
net warns that hundreds of thousands of Web surfers 
who also happen to be sexually addicted find on-line 
pornographic photos and movies so irresistible that 
they are ruining their marriages, their families and 
their lives" (Tribune, June 18, 2000). 

$Charles Stanley will remain senior pastor at 
First Baptist Church of Atlanta despite a divorce 
from his wife of 44 years. Mter he told the congrega
tion of his divorce, the church's administrative pas
tor announced that Stanley would continue in the 
post he has held since 1972. The congregation ap
plauded (Tribune, May 26, 2000). 

Judgment 
0 He accuses a pope of deliberate falsehood. He 

says priests live in a "shadowy underworld of secrecy 
and evasion and misrepresentation." And he thinks 
the entire Roman Catholic system is built on "struc
tures of deceit." 

Still the Pulitzer-Prize winning author, Gary 

Interested In spreading 
tbe Word? 
-Proven Successful-

163 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence course in less than 1 year 

-Very Economical-
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer-
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by Mail: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program. completely free to the caller. is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers. 

••• 
This highly successful method of spreading the 

gospel was started by the 
Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • Aprll1999 ... 

For free details contact 
Lloyd Ellison 

P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 
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Wills, never thought of quitting Catholicism. "No. 
Never. I would consider that deserting Christianity" 
(Chicago Tribune, June 9, 2000). 

Secrets 
~iThe Vatican kept a lid on the three so-called se

crets of Fatima, the message three Portuguese chil
dren said they had received from an apparition of 
the Virgin Mary in 1917. 

A Reader Writes 
~}A great Christian Publication [referring to Firm 

Foundation]. I look forward to every issue. Thank 
you for those Biblical truths - Betty S. Wilson. 

I'm 84 years old. I have Firm Foundation in my 
home for 84 years. I appreciate articles. I am the 
daughter-in-law of J. W. Chism. 

Notice 
®We will be happy to send a sample copy of the 

Firm Foundation to people you think are likely sub
scribers. Please send names and addresses to Firm 

Come Study With Us ... 

1807 South Florida Avenue 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

What You Will Find 
• A balanced program. 
• A strong Biblical emphasis. 

••• 

• A well qualified faculty (academically and in preaching 
experience) . 

• A two year program with a minimum of I 00 semester 
hours of college level work. 

• No tuition is charged and some assistance is available to 

qualified students . 
• One of the pioneer schools of preaching, training men to 

preach since 1969. 
• Approved for V.A. benefits . 

Foundation, P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269, 
or call1-800-572-3619. 

From Tennessee 
®We are much obliged to Thomas Eldridge for 

sending the following blurbs from the Tennessean, a 
Nashville newspaper, showing humorous and eccen
tric behavior. 

• Sunday school teacher Rob Vaughn's Chris
tian Wrestling Federation debuted in May in Mes
quite, Texas with 12 grapplers (including Apocalypse 
and Jesus Freak) entertaining about 400 fans . ... The 
wrestlers work for free and return to the ring after 
the final match for an altar call and joint prayer. Said 
Vaughn, "We are a ministry first." 

• According to figures of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan, cited by the London Daily 
Telegraph in March, hundreds of Pakistani women 
are deliberately burned to death each year by their 
husbands, either for imagined infidelity or increas-

• Write or call today for information I application. Maurice Davis Billy Davidson Gene Stilwell 
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ingly for economic reasons, in that some Muslim 
men are finding it harder to maintain a two-wife 
household during lean times. 

• At a high school sex-education rally in Chi
cago in April, abstinence advocate Pat Socia told the 
assembled teenagers that if they feel a sexual urge 
coming _on, "Just eat a Snickers bar." 

• Last month, in the Houston suburb of Sugar 
Land, a state trooper stopped a car containing three 
women and a 3-year-old girl, all of whom were na
ked and who told the officer that God told them to 
burn their clothes, drive to Wal-Mart, and buy new 
clothes. 

Battle of Princeton 
0 In response to widespread protest against 

Princeton University's appointment of Peter Singer 
to a chair in ethics, President Harold T. Shapiro de
votes "The President's Page" of the Alumni Review 
to defending the proposition that "while Professor 
Singer may engender more public controversy than 
many members of the faculty, the qualities of hon
esty, rigor, creativity, arid commitment that he brings 
to his scholarship and his teaching are qualities that 
we prize throughout our faculty." 

To protesting alumni, Dr. Shapiro sends a "clarify
ing" statement by Singer in which he reiterates his 
support for an extended waiting period after birth 
during which parents call decide to kill handicapped 
children, and in which he again states that in weighing 
the relative merit of lives, "species membership in it
self is not the determining factor," and therefore an 
animal with "a capacity for sentience" is of greater 
value than human beings without such capacity. 

Because Princeton is one of the world's leading 
universities, there is outrage at the appointment of 
someone who advocates the views for which Singer 
has become infamous. Princeton has brought great 
shame upon itself by this morally odious appoint
ment. 

Porao 
0 Implicitly accepting an argument made by the 

Justice Department that parents should be able to 
show their children pornography, the Supreme 
Court declared, in a 5 -to-4 decision, that sexually 
explicit material, when broadcast over cable televi
sion, becomes a form of "speech" protected by the 1st 
Amendment. 
. As Justice Kennedy wrote in the majority opin
Ion: 

[A]ll parties bring the case to us on the premise 
that Playboy's programming has 1st Amendment 
protection. As this case has been litigated, it is 
not alleged to be obscene; adults have a consti
tutional right to view it; the government dis
claims any interest in preventing children from 
seeing or hearing it with the consent of their 
parents; and Playboy has concomitant rights un
der the 1st Amendment to transmit it. These 
points are undisputed. 

That's right: "The government disclaims any in
terest in preventing children from seeing or hearing 
it with the consent of their parents." The "it" here 
being, as Justice Scalia pointed out, "female mastur
bation/external, girVgirl sex, and oral sex/cunnilin
gus." 

That You May Know 
0 Lesbian celebrities Ellen DeGeneres, and Mel

issa Etheridge, and Martina Navratilova helped pack 
the National Mall in Washington for a march in fa
vor of President Clinton's campaign for the Hate 
Crime Prevention Act. 

Waving signs saying "Equal rights for gays and 
lesbians," "Straight Scouts for gay Scouts," and the 
strangely placed "Protect our families," hundreds of 
thousands joined what they called "The Millennium 
March." 

Mr. Clinton spoke via videotape to marchers. 
His image shown on a giant screen, the president 
said he had presided over "the most inclusive admin
istration in history," with more than 150 homosexu
als appointed to important government posts. 

William Jefferson Clinton also signed a "Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Month" proclamation, in which he · 
said: 

[I] am proud of the part my Administration· 
has played to achieve these goals. Today, more 
openly gay and lesbian individuals serve in se
nior posts through the Federal Government than 
during any other Administration. 

[N]OW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM]. CLIN
TON, President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and law of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim June 2000 as Gay and Lesbian 
Pride month. I encourage all Americans to ob
serve this month with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities that celebrate our di
versity and recognize the gay and lesbian Ameri
cans whose many and varied contributions have 
enriched our national life. 

WOW! (A word which can mean, "convulse with 
laughter, set the table in a roar, have them rolling in 
the aisles, and be ridiculous." We, of course, mean all 
of the above.) 
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Science 
®Scientific Intelligent Design theory is coming 

into its own, taken increasingly seriously by scientists 
around the world. Intelligent design uses reason and 
scientific method to argue that life exhibits evidence 
of deliberate design by intelligence. 

Biochemist Dr. Michael Behe, author of 
Darwin's Black Box, affirms the scientific basis for 
accepting intelligent design. He wrote, 

Many organs, such as the eye, are irreducibly 
complex. That means that without all of their 
parts arranged properly, they do not work at all. 
The Darwinian model claims that everything de
veloped through gradual improvements over 
millions of years, but that could not have hap
pened with the eye. 

Another example is the mousetrap. You need 
the platform, the hammer, the holding bar, the 
catch, and the spring, all properly arranged, or 
you won't catch any mice .... So the question is, 
how could the mousetrap evolve through the 
natural selection of gradual improvements? 

Few scientists believe anymore that life could have 
begun by random chance. What they do not have is a 
plausible alternative. Keep looking- you may find it 
in Genesis one/one- "In the beginning God" 

Manifest Fraud 
®Someone has said, "I hold it against AI Gore; 

that he invented the Internet. For one thing, it makes 
me vulnerable to people by whom I would just as soon 
not be accessed. For another it spills into the air all 
kinds of things that you just know cannot be so." 

Toe the Line 
®The Rev. Charles Sineath, for 22 years the senior 

minister of the 5,000-member First United Methodist 
Church of Marietta, Georgia, has been abruptly re
moved by his bishop, G. Lindsey Davis. His transgres
sion was that First Methodist decided to "redirect" 26 
percent of its apportioned contribution to other min
istries after a select committee of the church produced 
a report on the "doctrinal integrity of the United 
Methodist Church" that expressed particular dissatis
faction with blessing same-sex unions in the chapel of 
Emory University, a Methodist-related school. Good 
News, a renewal group within United Methodism, 
notes that, by way of sharpest contrast, other minis
ters who have presided at same-sex "covenants," in 
direct violation of church law, have been warmly sup
ported by their bishops. The heavy-handed punish
ment of the Rev. Sineath, says Good News, "reflects 
our United Methodist system at its worst." 
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Gambling 
(9)According to John Eades, author of Gambling 

Addiction: The Problem, The Pain, and the Pathway 
to Recovery (Thistle Press), "Compulsive gambling 
causes people who have no past criminal behavior to 
suddenly write bad checks or steal money from rela
tives. Out-of-control betters lose their jobs, gamble 
away cars and homes, file for bankruptcy, divorce, go 
to prison, or kill themselves - all because the addic
tion becomes paramount in their lives." 

Sooner State 
C?lOklahoma's State Textbook Committee had no 

authority to add disclaimers to biology textbooks de
scribing evolution as a "controversial theory," the 
state's attorney ruled. The committee's decision fol
lowed the Kansas State Board of Education's deci
sion to remove evolution form state tests. 

Welfare 
(9)A plan to turn New York City welfare recipi

ents into telephone psychics earning $10 an hour 
was torpedoed when "real" psychics complained. At 
least there is a demand for these phony jobs (Reason, 
April 2000). 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



rough 
$If you are a teenager in Sioux Falls, you better 

be in by 11 p.m. Teens caught outside after curfew 
are handcuffed, taken to juvenile detention, and strip 
searched. Many also report getting grilled on how 
often they go to church and whether they are sexu
ally active (Reason, April 2000). 

light Is light 
$Stacy Farmer threatened to pull her children 

out of El Modena High School in Santa Anna, Calif., 
because a federal judge ordered the school to allow 
the Gay-Straight Alliance Club (a homosexuality-ori
ented student club) to meet on campus. 

Stupid Is Stupid 
SA new book, A Natural History of Rape, claims 

that natural selection explains all human behavior -
even the crime of rape. Authors Randy Thronhill of 
the University of New Mexico and Craig Palmer of 
the University of Colorado advance the startling the
sis that rape is not a pathology but an evolutionary 
adaptation -a strategy for maximizing reproductive 
success. 

The authors say they are merely applying "evolu
tionary psychology" (a new moniker for sociobiol
ogy), which claims that natural selection produced 
not only the human body but also human behavior. 
Any behavior that survives must have been preserved 
by natural selection because it conferred some evolu
tionary advantage. 

Even rape? Yes, say the authors. Men rape when 
they lose out in the competition for mates. If flowers 
and candy fail to do the trick, they resort to coercion 
to fulfill the reproductive imperative. Rape is "a 
natural, biological phenomenon that is a product of 
the human evolutionary heritage," just like "the 
leopard's spots and the giraffe's elongated neck." 

Wroag Is Wrong 
OThe New York Times reports that an evangeli

cal minister in Staten Island rented two billboards to 
display this passage from Leviticus: "Thou shalt not 
lie with mankind as with womankind: It is an abomi
nation." 

There was an enormous uproar by gay activists 
and politicians, and the next day the billboards were 
covered over. 

lelormlag 
flThe Sexuality Information arid Education 

Council of the United States (SECUS) announced 
that 85 0 religious workers endorsed its "Religious 

Declaration on Sexual Morality, Justice, and Heal
ing." The statement called for "a faith-based com
mitment to sexual and reproductive rights," which 
calls for a full inclusion of sexual minorities in con
gregational life, including their ordination and the 
"blessing of same-sex unions." The signers include 
Unitarian Association, Reform and Reconstructionist 
Jews, and the United Church of Christ. 

So, what's new? 

Million Moms 
OWe have just witnessed one of the great sponta

neous events of our democracy - a million moms 
marching on Mother's Day to plead for federal gun 
control laws. They are against guns, but for the scal
pel (abortion). 

Doctor laura 
$Laura Schlessinger's new TV show to be pro

duced by Viacom~s Paramount division has met with 
more kow-towing to militant homosexuals and ma
jor corporations. (Doctor Laura thinks homosexual 
behavior is sinful). 

The New York Post reports "sources indicate that 

laose 
Change 
bJ' Glean CoUey 

A class book about the change movement among 
churches of Christ - a movement which seeks to 
loosen the restraints and requirements God has placed 
on people in his Word. The 13 chapters deal with the 
history of division among brethren, the church of 
Christ versus denominationalism, worhiping to please 
God, is it a sin to play the piano in worship, saved by 
grace, the "new" hermeneutic, fellowship and the 
bull's-eye gospel, women's role in today's church, who 
are the brethren in the contemporary church, and other 
topics. paperback, 85 pages 

$3.95 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling for one book 
add .25 s&h for each additional book ordered 
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AT&T and Amex plan to instru~t their media buyers 
not to purchase ad time." 

Previous companies that succumbed to anti-Dr. 
Laura pressure include Procter & Gamble, one of the 
heaviest TV advertisers in the country, and United 
Airlines, which has said it will no longer allow ads 
for Dr. Laura's radio show in its in-flight magazine. 

0, No 
0 Elvin DeShazio forwarded to us an internet 

message saying that Sapna, daughter of Janeshwar, a 
member of the Dalit community in India, accompa
nied her parents to a field to collect fodder. Mter 
some time, Sapna's parents found her missing. After 
a frantic search, her parents found her head chopped 
and mutilated in the field. A man named Som con
fessed that he sacrificed the girl to propitiate a diety. 

Superstition 
OCarl Demma sold his liquor store and commis

sioned a 33-foot stainless steel rendering of an 
artist's conception of what the Virgin Mary may 
have looked like. The statue drew emotional crowds 
at each of its 34 stops in Chicago. Picking up on the 
apparent success of this idol the St. Stanislaus Kostka 
Catholic Church financed another statue that claims 
to represent the physical characteristics of Jesus (left 
hand pointing to his left-chest) and is seeking funds 
to transport it to various locations in Chicago. The 
statue is called the "Icon of the Divine Mercy" (Chi
cago Tribune, June 27, 2000). 

PC Study Bible 
Here is a no-lose proposition. 

We strongly believe that if you try the PC Study Bible 
program on your own computer in your own office or 
home, you will best be able to evaluate its power and 
appreciate more fully its value. 

So - here is the deal -. Order the program and use it 
or 30 days. If you are not satisfied, return it. 

If you return the program within 30 days, you will never 
be billed - no questions asked. 

ByftE wey, we Firm Foundation) recommend that you 
try the Complete Reference Library, which sells for 
$279.95. It is the equivalent of 100 volumes and that fig
ures to $2.80 per volume. (Talk about a bargain I) 

How's that for a win/win situation? 

Order right now by calling 

1·800·572·3619. 
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This makes me think of what the apostle once 
said while standing in the midst of the Areopagus in 
Athens, 

Gored 

What therefore ye worship in ignorance, this I 
set forth unto you. The God that made the 
world and all things therein, he, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands; neither is he served by men's hands, 
as though he needed anything, seeing he himself 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; and 
he made of one every nation of men to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed seasons, and the bounds of their habi
tation; that they should seek God, if haply they 
might feel after him and find him, though he is 
not far from each one of us: for in him we live, 
and move, and have our being; as certain even of 
your own poets have said, For we are also his 
offspring. Being then the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and device 
of man. The times of ignorance therefore God 
overlooked; but now he commandeth men that 
they should all everywhere repent. 

0 For the first time in history the Gay World 
Pride Day is due in Rome with an estimated 100,000 
participants. Vice President AI Gore sent a letter in 
which he regrets not being able to attend, but offers 
"my best wishes for a successful event," which the 
homosexuals took as an endorsement. 

Italian pro-family leaders asked Gore to recon
sider his support of the Gay Pride Parade. They ap
pealed for Gore to either "request the organizers of 
the event to formally commit themselves to refrain 
from ... gestures in defiance of decency and morals, 
or withdraw your endorsement of the event" (Hu
man Events, June 2, 2000). 

COP 
SAn Indiana state trooper was fired because he 

refused a post inside a casino on religious grounds 
(Chicago 'IHbune, June 2, 2000). 

lollow-up Report 
$Indiana State Trooper Ban Endre's religious 

convictions cost him something he didn't gamble on: 
his job. When ordered to serve aS' a gaming agent on 
the Blue Chip Casino riverboat, Mr. Endres refused, 
explaining it was against his Christian beliefs, and of
fered to transfer to another district, even pleading to 
do janitorial duty instead. But supervisors stood by 
their. order and promptly fired the eight-year police 
officer for disobeying. "I've got three boys I'm trying 
to raise for the Lord. What am I going to tell them, 

that Daddy works in the casino?" said Mr. Endres. 
He would have received a $1,800 bonus had he com
plied (World magazine, July 1, 2000). 

4ir War 
0 Even if the Supreme Court won't stop regula

tion of religious speech in public schools, Congress 
last week at least called a halt to government regula
tion of religious speech on the public airwaves. The 
House passed legislation, which must pass the Senate, 
in reaction to a December Federal Communications 
Commission statement that broadcasters who want to 
acquire educational TV channels should devote half 
their air time to "educational" programs. Religious 
proselytizing and church services, according to the 
FCC's definition, did not count as "educational," but 
public broadcasting of the PBS variety did. 

The FCC has since rescinded the discriminatory 
proposal, but the bill was proposed to prevent its re
vival. "We are simply trying to prevent and prohibit 
the FCC from going down a dangerous path of regu
lating religious speech," said Rep. Charles "Chip" 
Pickering (World, July 1, 2000) 

It looks as if someone at the FCC is bent on so 
regulating the air waves that any mention of the God 
of the Bible, or his teaching, will be· illegal. It has 
happened in totalitarian countries in modern history 
- and it could happen here. This would eliminate 
using radio, television, and the internet to promote 
Bible truth. We are glad the Congress is awake to this 
possible danger, and thought you would want to be 
reminded of the risk. We are, after all, a government 
of, for and by the people. 

Comparison 
0 Harvey Mansfield, columnist for National Re

view Uuly 3, 2000) makes some comments on the 
condition of present day public education and the 
work of the National Education Association. 

He points out that the quality of education does 
not necessarily depend on the teacher-student ratio, 
though that is an interest of the teacher's union. He 
also observes that schools to teach effectively must 
practice (1) discipline, (2) learning by rote, (3) going 
back to the basics, ( 4) teaching right and wrong, and 
(5) making teachers accountable. He also advocates 
liberating public schools from unions and bureau
crats. Teaching is exacting and the good teacher is a 
demanding one. 

Much of what Mansfield says about secular edu
cation in the Public Schools also applies to Bible 
Schools. 
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Persecution 
\?>Violence against Christians continues in 

Indonesia's Maluku Islands. In a massacre the end of 
June Muslim fighters killed at least 150 people. The 
main media took no notice of this tragic loss of life. 

Bias 
@Louisiana public school district's disclaimer that 

accompanies its teaching on evolution must go. The 
disclaimer distanced the school district from the evo
lution vs. creation debate and urged students to "exer
cise critical thinking" on the matter of origins. But a 
federal appeals court found that to be a violation of 
the separation of church and state, and the Supreme 
Court last week refused to reverse that decision. 

The Tangipahoa Parish school board in 1994 
voted to require teachers to tell students about to 
study the theory of evolution that the theory was 
"presented to inform students of the scientific con
cept and not intended to influence or dissuade the 
biblical version of creation or any other concept." 

The disclaimer drafted by the school board also 
said: "It is the basic right and privilege of each stu
dent to form his-her own opinion or maintain beliefs 
taught by parents on this very important matter .... 
Students are urged to exercise critical thinking and 
gather all information possible and closely examine 
each alternative toward forming an opinion." 

Three parents of students sued in federal court, 
and a three-judge panel of the 5rh U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals I struck down the disclaimer, saying it had 
the effect of promoting religion. It did not bar a dis
claimer per se but ruled that the one created by the 
Tangipahoa Parish "is not sufficiently neutral." 

Against the Trend 
@Delegates to the Southern Baptist Convention 

held their annual meeting in Orlando this past June. 
The group affirmed (1) the right to "make Christ 
known" in a pluralistic society [which, by interpreta
tion, means trying to convert Jews, homosexuals, or 
any other person or group in society], (2) opposition 
to religious persecution in Sudan and China, (3) oppo
sition to abortion and trafficking in fetal tissue and 
body parts, (4) fair and equitable use of capital punish
ment, and (5) support of Laura Schlessinger fc1r her 
stand against homosexuality and divorce. 

Most denominations have been moving progres
sively into liberalism. Albert Mohler Jr. told a lun
cheon audience, most American denominations 
"have reduced Bible content in their confessions or 
articles of faith, accommodated to the culture, di-
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luted the gospel, and abandoned total truthfulness of 
God's word." The SBC, which is America's largest 
denomination, is moving against the trend. 

We are glad to see our Baptist neighbors put their 
foot down and take a firm stand against liberalism. 
We encourage them to continue to study the sacred 
scriptures, which make "one wise unto salvation." 

Quote 
®Supreme Court Justice William Rehnquist 

commenting on the high court's majority opinion 
against allowing students to pray in public before a 
football game, said, "Even more disturbing than its 
holding is the tone of the court's opinion: It bristles 
with hostility to all things religious in public life." 

More on Singer 
®Larry P. Arnn, President-elect of Hillsdale Col

lege, speaking of Peter Singer, Princeton University's 
new professor of Ethics, "Professor Singer ... would 
reduce, by force it is implied, the income of all 
American families to less than $30,000.00 per year. 
He would do this regardless of how hard they work 
or how much good they do others by what they pro
duce. The practical consequences of his new prin
ciples begin to look quite a bit like slavery" (Impri
mis, June 2000). Ff 

Class study book for teen-aged girls 

Suddeney) It's Springt:ime 
by Vessa Harper 

Written in response to requests from mothers of 
junior and senior high girl~, this book is designed 
to help teenage girls as they struggle to ma~e the 
rigth decisions in the every day problems they 
face, using the scriptures. 

$6.50 for each copy 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling for one copy 

25¢ shipping for each additional copy ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: "Shall we know each other in 
heaven?" 

Answer: This is a question of more than merely 
curious interest. Every thoughtful person who 

has suffered the poignant pain of parting from those 
near and dear and has tenderly laid their physical 
forms to rest in the tomb is vitally and absorbingly 
interested in the implications which this question 
raises. He knows that he shall see them no more in 
the land of the living; they have, passed beyond the 
door of death to return to this world no more. If 
there is no future recognition, the moment of parting 
at the grave, however forbidding the thought may 
be, is the hour of final separation. 

Soon we, too, shall divest ourselves of the mortal 
robe with which we are clothed here, and go to join 
the teeming millions of our race who have lived and 
loved and at last gone to take their places in the si
lent halls of death. On the morning of the resurrec
tion day we shall rise to stand in judgment and to 
hear the pronouncement of our eternal destiny. If 
there is to be no recognition, we shall be among total 
strangers; every memory we now possess will have 
been obliterated and every bond here severed, and as 
strangers we shall enter heaven and so live there for
ever and ever. 

If a careful study of the sacred writings should 
lead us to such a conclusion, it will alter our concep
tion of heaven and the abode of the sainted dead. 
Whether fully aware of all the implications which at
tach to the matter or not, our hope of heaven and 
our expectation of future bliss have been condi
tioned on the understanding that some wondrous 
day we shall not be privileged to gather up the sun
dered threads of this existence so rudely severed in 
death, and in the company of dear loved ones and 
valued friends gone on before· enjoy the ineffable 
bliss of paradise forever and ever and ever. 

Are we prepared for such a conclusion? 
Our whole being instinctively and unhesitatingly 

shrinks away from such a supposition. We are, in the 
first place, unwilling to accept the conclusion that 

heaven will be peopled with those who are utter 
strangers, that eve ry vestige of memory will have 
been obliterated there, and that we shall never again 
be privileged to see and know those we have loved 
and lost here . And, secondly, we find ourselves un
able to visualize a place of perfect happiness as 
heaven is alleged to be thus stripped of what is surely 
one of its sweetest joys and most fondly anticipated 
delights. 

The view is opposed to reason, (a) because it ig
nores one of the .most deep-seated and well-recog
nized desires of the heart: a glad reunion with the 
precious loved ones on the golden shores of the 
heavenly city. The separation which death inevitably 
brings is physical and outward and visible only; the 
ties of affection, regard and memory are as tangible 
and definite and real as any which subsist in life. Our 
loved ones are gone fro m us in bodily presence only; 
they live on in our hearts with immortal and imper
ishable vigor. The granite stones which we erect to 
their precious memory, the tears which fall from our 
weeping eyes on their graves, and the flowers which 
we place on their sacred mounds bear unmistakable 
testimony to the love and affection we fee l for them 
and the memory which is enshrined in our hearts. 
"She was going unto the tomb to weep there," is the 
record of not only Mary, but of millions of others in 
every age and country and clime. The soul longs for 
assurance of a happy reunion beyond death, and dili
gently searches (and not in vain) for evidence in the 
scriptures that such a longing is not a delusion and 
fantasy. (b) The wisest and greatest and best of all 
ages have confidently looked beyond the somber cur
tains of death and thought that there is such a place 
as the scriptures reveal heaven to be. Among the hea
then the most enlightened and elevated minds, 
though without the full light of truth, while groping 
in the feeble glimmer of reason and grasping for 
whatever truth they might thus imperfectly see, were 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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able to visualize a place of pleasure where a com
munion with the departed dead would be possible. 
Socrates, one of the wisest and best of the Grecian 
philosophers, condemned to death by unjust judges, 
calmly submitted to his fate, and talked with his 
friends almost to the moment when he took the fatal 
hemlock. In his speech to his judges following his 
sentence of death, he said: 

If death is a removal to another place, and what 
is said to be true - that all the dead are there -
what greater blessing can there be than this, my 
judges? Or if, on arriving at Hades, released 
from those who pretend to be judges, one shall 
find those that are true judges, and who are said 
to be there - Minos and Radamanthus, Aeacus, 
and Tripotolemus, and such others as were just 
during their own lives - would this be a sad re
moval? At what price would not any one esti
mate a conference with Musaeus, Hesoid, and 
Homer? I, indeed, should be willing to die often, 
if this be true. For me, the sojourn there would 
be admirable, when I should meet with 
Palamedes, and Ajax the Son of Telamon, and 
any other of the ancients who has died by an un
just sentence. The comparing my sufferings with 
theirs would, I think, be no unpleasing occupa
tion. But the greatest pleasure would be to spend 
my time in questioning and examining the 
people there as I have done here, and discover
ing who among them is wise, and who fancies 
himself to be so and is not. At what price, my 
judges would not any one estimate the opportu
nity of questioning him who led that mighty 
army against Troy, or Ulysses, or Sisyphus, or ten 
thousand others whom one might mention, both 
men and women? with whom to converse and 
associate, and to question them, would be an in
conceivable happiness. 

Such would indeed be "an inconceivable happi
ness," and when to the opportunity afforded of in
terviewing the great and illustrious characters of all 
ages, we add the unspeakable privilege of talking 
with and seeing those nearest and dearest to our 
hearts, our innermost being thrills with joy at the an
ticipation of such, and heaven glows with undying 
lustre as we long for its joys and rich delights. Whose 
soul is it which does not go wild at the prospect of 
seeing and knowing illustrious prophets, priests and 
kings; of being associated with the great and wise 
and good of all ages; of sitting at the feet of Peter and 
Paul and the Lord? And when to this we add the 
wondrous prospect of seeing our dear loved ones in 
their immortal state, no longer weary and sad and 
worn and sick, no longer clothed in bodies weak 
with pain and ravaged by disease, but arrayed in the 
imperishable splendor which shall ever characterize 

August 2000 3 6 
Firm Foundation 

the good, the pure and the blest, who can avoid the 
conclusion of the peerless apostle that it is "very far 
better" there? 

The hope of a glad and happy reunion "just over 
there" is not a cruel delusion, a vain and empty fan
tasy. Those who silently weep in loneliness may take 
comfort in the fact that they sorrow not in vain, or as 
others who have no hope. 

Freed-Hardeman Lectures 
Questions and Answers 

Fp 

We are pfeasei to offer 
a sefection of 6oo~from 
:Freetf-1lartfeman Lectures 

Freedo•: 
HerRage, Accomplishments, 
and Prospects In Christ 

This is a wonderful book, containing articles by 
such respected Bible scholars as: G. K. Wallace, 
Franklin Camp, Tom Holland, Dowell Flatt, Billy 
Smith, George W. DeHoff, Eldred Stevens, G. P. 
Holt, Clyde Woods, Andrew Connally, and Hugo 
McCord. There are many other fine authors 
represented in the book. 

Some If the chapter headings are: 
Freedom in Christ for the Gentiles 
Freedom Applied 
Preaching 
Home and a Strong Nation 
Prayers of Jesus in John 
Was the Prodigal Son Really Free? 
Widsom for Today 
Challenges of Church Leadership 
Freedom from Ignorance 
Christ Has Made Us Free 
Liberty - No License 
Book of Galatians 
Freedom and Government 
Prophecy and Premillennialism 
Evolution 
History of the Bible 
There are 24 additional titles. 

These books are a must for your library. 

$17.95 
plus $3.00 slh 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now/ . 
Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had @worldnet.att.net 



Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republic.net 

-England-
Mildenhall - Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska -

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr. , preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

- Florida -
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.ner p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-301 1 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
jacksonville - Jacksonvi lle Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. ,Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3 062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
H ome of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400, JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
3215 Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-3325. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

..... 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15 p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

' 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

-Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, !55 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. j. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson....., Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (9 19) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-11 62. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Cari"9 & Sftari119 
Newsletter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
L1ntana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Steve Ellis, minister, (901) 366-6005. 

Mr. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: hup://web.wt.netl-dgal 

New Testament Conversions 
by V. E. Howard 

This 13-chapter series on conversions in the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. A 
study of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: "What must I do to be saved?" 

Paperback, 151 pages. 

$ 3.95 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whiuen, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 67 1-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Riga Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Toduy 
by Burton Coif man 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed In light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 
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-Virginia-
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C.]. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming -
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan -Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to 
discern and defeat the errors advanced 
by so many today. 804 pg., hardback 

$15.00 
plus $3. 75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 
The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.00 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is d esigned to accommodate 

preachers seeking work o r congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is a c
cepte d in keeping with the publisher's standa rds. Se nd correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 

Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, dis play, must b e rece ived 6 weeks p rior to the d esired month of publication. 

All ads must be cance led by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 

following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Bilingual preacher for small congregation (20). 
House and utilit ies fu rnished. Will need to raise 
support. For info: Dan Wright, 1201 Harrison, 
Leadvi lle, CO 80461 ; (719) 486-8304. 

Congregation approx. 70 seeking experienced, 
sound, mature evangelis t. Large 3 -bd home with 
utilities a nd salary prov ided. Contact Roland 
Nichols at (870) 574-2235 or Alvin Swain (870) 
574-2476. Send resume to Church of Christ, Rt. 
4, Box 161A, Camden, AR 71701 

Evangelist sought: Debt-free congregation with 100 
members needs energetic motivated man with 
evangelistic experience, committed to spiritual 
growth and nourishment of its me mbers. Three 
bedroom home plus salary and benefits provided. 
Spanish speaking a plus. Send resume and recent 
sermon tape to the Search Commince, Santa Paula 
Church of Christ, 276 West Santa Paula Sr., Santa 
Paula, CA 93060. searchcommirtee@netzero.net 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 17 5 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramenro). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide- special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation 's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send resume to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Chri st , 4120 Missour i Flat Rd ., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Evangelist sought: Small, debt-free congr. needs 
energetic, motivated fami ly man with experience, 
committed to building relationships. Send resume, 
w/rranscr ipts an d p r o fess io n a l/persona l 
recommendations. Salary and start date negotiable. 
Conract: Oak H ill Church of Christ 1344 S. Oak 
Hill Ave., J anesville, WI 53546-5573 

Preacher/evangelist wanted fo r 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible preferred. 
Must be docrrinally sound. Salary and 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply ro South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, CT 06032 Atm. Tom 
Washington, email: tommie.washingron@cspn.com 
(860) 52 1-3896 

Yo uth/associate minist er wan ted fo r 200+ 
congregation. The cand idate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
unive rsity or preaching school. He wi ll be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negoriable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 

contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 3398 1 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, Cali fornia, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable . Hispanic applica nts arc preferred. 
H ughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellenr evangelist ic oppo rruniry. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
conract Elders Gary Dec (209) 883-4651 o r Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, H ughson, CA 
95326. 

Congregation of 50 members in southeastern Ohio 
needs fu ll-ri me minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working w ith a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, the n we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-255 1; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
atte ndance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities, $400/monrh . Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
p reaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 
Position available June 1. Send resume, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recenr sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, 
P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-rime minister) for 
young, suburban, Southe rn Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches an d correctly appli es the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to all" of this diverse life-sryles, tie-less, info rmal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culrure. Send resume 
tO bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first fu ll-rime minister fo llowing five years o f 
solid growth and recent completion o f- its first 
permanent faci lity. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. no rth 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years o f 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness wi th youth is a must. For more 
in fo rmation, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 

Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send resume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Preachers Available 
Minist er a vaila ble fo r p ulp it preaching in 
co ngregations 50-60 mi. d riving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sole 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
Fo r free lis t send S.A.S. E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lecturesh ip Books on Diskette fo r 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1 997), The Godhead (1 998). Limited 
quantiry o f The Godhead fo r MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
fo r hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1 475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Insti tute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspond ence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book H ouse. Call 1-800-551-851 1 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Looking fo r debate books fo r personal srudy. If 
you have any to sell o r donate; conract Jim Taylor 
(303) 799-4664, booboos@uswest.net 

Q,uestions 
and Answe rs 

Open Forum 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

add 50¢ s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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a three-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 

•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to DO IT! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It! -$14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!- $7.95 
Student handbook with material identical to the 
teacher' s handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
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Eternal Truths 
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George Bailey, V. P. Black, Franklin Camp, Clarence 
Dailey, Bill Flatt, Roy Hearn, G. P. Holt, Cleon Lyles, 
Hugo McCord, Jim Bill Mclnteer, Billy Smith, John 
Stevens, and Clyde Woods. There are more than 30 
additional authors (all of whom gave their best effort to 
the writing of the manuscripts in this excellent book). 
There are 46 lessons. The research is superb. The 
product is enduring. 1980 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Jesus is Lord 
Lessons for Life 
The Bible and Mental Health 
Christian Evidences 
Wisdom of God- an Eternal Truth 
The Greatest of These is Love 
Faith is the Victory 
The Nature of the Church 
Sunshine in My Soul 
The Lord's Supper 
The Christian and Suffering 
Our Greatest Gift 
The Occult 
Astrology 

The New Testament Plea 
Why I Am a Member of the Church of Christ 
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Christ Yes; the Church No? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

We have heard the expression that is the title 
of this article. Those of us who preach 
have been quick to point out that the idea 

is ridiculous from a biblical standpoint, fo r when one 
accepts Christ properly in response to his gracious 
offer of salvation, one is automatically a part of the 
church. 

Those who say, "Christ- yes; the church- no" 
do not mean what we mean when talking about the 
church. To them the church is merely a denomina
tion that they have been taught has nothing to do 
with salvation, (which is true with respect to the 
churches with which they are acquainted) and mostly 
deals with empty rituals that have very li ttle relation
ship to the problems of this life. 

We agree - that is, the churches about which 
they are speaking are not related to Christ, nor nec
essary to salvation. We need to show them the Bibli
cal concept of the church. 

Another problem is, when we are confronted 
with a situation as described above, we launch into a 
discussion of the greatness of the church, the glory of 
the church, the necessity of the church, the organiza
tion of the church, the work of the church, the wor
ship of the church, and how to get membership in 
the church. We do not seem to be aware that one 
may learn all the ri tuals and doctrines about the 
church - even the Lord's church - without ever 

having Christ presented to them in a way that they 
are constrained to love and obey him. 

When studying with a person who is willing to 
accept the Bible as religious authority, we rightly 
point out that Paul says, "For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God." He readily admits 
it, and knows that he is lost. We turn to Acts 2:38 
and show that the lost are told, "Repent, and be bap
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost." 

They hear that, and are glad, and ask, "Can I be 
baptized right now?" We rejoice and baptize them. 
How many times have you done this, or seen it 
done? But has the person really been made aware of 
the love of Christ, or been told the gospel message in 
such a fashion that he feels constrained to fall on his 
knees and say, "Thank you, God, for your gracious 
love! I now want to commit my life to you, now and 
fo rever." 

We may have explained that salvation is in Christ 
(Acts 4: 12) and the way the Bible says to get into 
Christ is to be baptized into him (Rom. 6 :3-4 and Gal. 
3:27). We assume that knowing those facts will cause 
him to love the Lord, but it is not necessarily so. 

Paul gives a glimpse of what we are trying to im
press upon you when he said in 1 Corinthians 2:2, 
"For I determined not to know any thing among you, 

(continued on page 7) 
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Editorial 

Distasteful But Necessary 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Atiny fraction of the total population of 
America is homosexual, but a huge ma
jo rity is supportive or dismissive of ho

mosexual behavior. Sodomy is often excused 
and overlooked. Many people - perhaps most 
people - shrug their shoulders and say, "Let 
them alone to do as they please. It is none of 
our affair. " 

H omosexual behavior is vile and therefore 
sinful (Rom. 1:26-27; Lev. 18:22). The word 
abomination, by the way, means, "morally disgusting, or abhor
rent." Bible writers have no patience with same gender sex. 

Some have been hoodwinked into believing that sexual per
verts are "born that way." Well, we are all born with a proclivity to 
sin, but that does not mean that we should vent our evil propensi
ties. Some may be born with an inclination to rape, but that does 
not make rape pure and acceptable - or murder- or theft- or 
sodomy. 

Others think it is wrong to judge active homosexuals as sinful, 
but Bible writers did not think so. If sodomy is sin, then it is wrong 
and must be condemned right along with all other forms of forni
cation, and murder, and lying, and cheating. Our moral compass is 
out of whack if we do not have enough fortitude to say so when 
things are evil. 

There is such a thing as self-control. If we say that God gives 
us uncontrollable passion for sin, then we blaspheme God. 

To oppose the practice of homosexuality because it is sin is not 
the same as hating homosexuals. We vigorously oppose pedo
philia, but do not hate pedophiles. Still, adults having sex with 
children must be stopped. To oppose homosexuality is not neces
sarily hatred of the misguided individuals who practice this sin. It 
is instead the highest and truest form of loving concern for those 
who are caught in the web of immoral conduct and a sincere at
tempt to urge them to repent. The same can be said about the 
drunkard. 

Homosexuals are missionary. They are not content to practice 
their abomination quietly among themselves, but are aggressive in 
trying to recruit others into their ranks, and make converts to their 
co lo rs. If people, having been warned, wish to engage some evil, 
there is a sense in which that is their business. Homo sapiens are 
free agents and can wallow in filth if they want to do that. Jean 
Baudrillard said, ''A society which allows an abominable event to 



burgeon from its dungheap and grow on its surface is like a man 
who lets a fly crawl unheeded across his face or saliva dribble 
unstemmed from his mouth - either epileptic or dead." 

The point we seem to miss is that our much-loved and un
tainted children are at risk. It is not moral to be silent when clever, 
capable, corrupt purveyors of slime and filth destroy the guileless 
and helpless. To be non-judgmental when little children are being 
drug through dung is not bright. 

To give a notion of how sodomy is being packaged and foisted 
upon the defenseless young we quote from a recent issue of the 
Massachusetts News. It will give you a clue as to how the homo
sexual agenda is being presented by tax supported institutions. 
First, this disclaimer: 

Warning 
The following report is vivid and crude and if you find discus
sion of homosexual activity offensive, we suggest that you not 
read it (the most fetid and disagreeable language in the article 
has been removed). Parents need to know what is happening in 
many school systems to better protect and instruct their own 
children. We offer this information because informed people will 
be able to offset with proper teaching the influence of decadent 
teaching that encourages unnatural acts (see Rom. 1:26-28). 

Now, we get to the nitty-gritty of the newspaper report. 

Kids Get Graphic Instruction in Homosexual Sex 
The Massachusetts News tells of how Massachusetts Department 
of Education employees described the pleasures of homosexual 
sex to a group of high school students at a state-sponsored work
shop on March 25 [2000] at Tufts [University]. The employee told 
the students, 

Last year a mother from the western suburbs joined some other 
parents and went to the State House to appeal to the Governor's 
office. She was becoming frantic. Her son at the local high 
school had been told by his musician friends how 'cool' it was at 
the school's Gay/Straight Alliance club meetings. She soon found 
out that the club had watched at least one R-rated video of two 
boys having a love affair. She discovered some provocative hand
outs in his room. He became detached, and she suspected that he 
was experimenting with homosexual relationships. 

The principal would not look into .it, nor would any other offi
cials. It was suggested that maybe she was homophobic. 

No one from the Governor's office would speak to her or the 
other parents. A Department of Public Health official finally lis
tened to them but afterwards would not return her calls. Later the 
Boston homosexual newspaper, Bay Windows, published a blister
ing article warning that bigoted, homophobic parents were trying 
to endanger the money for the state's gay school clubs. 

Each year, Governor Paul Cellucci budgets $1.5 million for his 
"Governor's Commission for Gay and Lesbian Youth." Made up 
of homosexual activists from across the state since 1992, the Com
mission has used the "safe schools" mantra and state money to 
persuade over 180 schools in Massachusetts to accept the clubs. 
Parents and others who offer any criticism of the programs are 
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regularly accused of homophobia and endangering 
students' safety. The Commission does much of its 
work directly through the Massachusetts Depart
ment of Education and other state agencies. 

The Commission also works closely with a na
tional organization, the Gay and Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network to give the clubs materi
als, movies, literature and funding for various activi
ties. In all, there are over 700 GSA clubs in the coun
try, many of them partially federally funded. 

School officials use several arguments to deflect 
criticism of GSAs. In a Boston Herald article last 
month Uune 2000], Newton assistant superinten
dent Jim Marini brushed aside a parent's questioning 
of Newton's GSA activities. "This is not about sex. 
This is about human rights," he said. The school 
counselor, Linda Shapiro, added that, "the purpose 
is to make gay students feel safe." 

Sex Is Taught 
On March 25, the Massachusetts Department of 
Education, the Governor's Commission, and GLSEN 
co-sponsored a statewide conference at Tufts Univer
sity called "Teach-Out." Among the goals were to 
build more GSAs in Massachusetts and expand ho
mosexual teaching into the lower grades. Scores of 
gay-friendly teachers and administrators attended. 
They received state "professional development cred
its." Teenagers and children as young as 12 were en
couraged to come from around the state, and many 
were bussed in from their home districts. Homo
sexual activists from across the country were also 
there. 

To say that the descriptions below, of workshops 
and presentations of this state-sponsored event for 
educators and children, are "every parent's night
mare" does not do them justice. It is beyond belief 
that this could be happening at all. One music 
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teacher who attended out of curiosity said that she 
could not sleep for several nights afterwards and had 
nightmares about it. (Description omitted because it 
is too rancid to print.) 

Queer Sex for Youth 14·21 
In one well-attended works~op, "What They Didn't 
Tell You About Queer Sex & Sexuality in Health 
Class: A Workshop For Youth Only, Ages 14-21," the 
three homosexual presenters acting in their profes
sional capacities coaxed about 20 children into talk
ing openly and graphically about homosexual sex. 
The purpose appeared to be to train adults who are 
running the student clubs. The three presenters, who 
described themselves as homosexual, were: 

• Margot E. Ables, Coordinator, HIV/ AIDS Pro
gram, Massachusetts Dept. of Education 

• Julie Netherland, Coordinator, HIV/AIDS Pro
gram, Massachusetts Dept. of Education 

• Michael Gaucher, Consultant, HIV/AIDS Pro
gram, Massachusetts Dept. of Public Health 

The workshop syllabus included: 
"What's it like to be young, queer and beginning 

to date? Are lesbians at risk for HIV? ... We will ad
dress the information you want about queer sexual
ity and some of the politics that prevent us from get
ting our needs met." 

The workshop opened by the three public em
ployees asking the children "how they knew, as gay 
people, whether or not they've had sex." Questions 
were thrown around the room about whether oral 
sex was "sex," to which the Department of Public 
Health employee stated, "If that's not sex, then the 
number of times I've had sex has dramatically de
creased; from a mountain to a valley, baby." 

Role Playing 
Then the children were asked to role-play. One stu
dent was to act the part of "a young lesbian who's 
really enraptured with another woman, and it's re
ally coming down to the wire and you're thinking 
about having sex." The other student played the "hip 
GSA (gay/straight alliance) lesbian advisor, who you 
feel you can talk to." The "counseling" included dis
cussions of lesbian sex. 

Use a condom? It's your decision, really. 
One often hears that there is an aggressive HIV/AIDS 
prevention campaign, but the session ran 55 minutes 
before the first mention of "protection" and safer 
sex came. In the context of the "safer sex" discus
sion, however, it was pointed out that these children 
could make an "informed decision" not to use a con-



dom. Outside in the conference hall, the children 
could easily obtain as many condoms, and as many 
other contraceptive devices as they wished from vari
ous organizations, which distribute such. 

Well, yes, it really is about sex! 
Another popular session was presented by the same 
three public employees in their professional capacity 
and was c~lled, "Putting the 'Sex' Back Into Sexual 
Orientation: Classroom Strategies for Health & 
Sexuality Educators." 

The workshop description included: 
• What does it mean to say 'being gay, lesbian 
and bisexual isn't about sex?' How can we deny 
that sexuality is central for all of us? How do we 
learn to address the unique concerns of queer 
youth? ... This workshop is for educators to ex
amine strategies for integrating sexuality educa
tion and HIV prevention content specific to gay, 
lesbian and bisexual students into the classroom 
and GSA's . .. . additional strategies will be dis
cussed. 

The three presenters now assumed the task of 
teaching teachers how to facilitate discussions about 
"queer sex" with their students. 

Tired of Denying It 
Margot Abels opened by telling the room full of 
teachers (and two high school students): 

We always feel like we are fighting against 
people who deny publicly, who say privately, 
that being queer is not at all about sex . ..... We 
believe otherwise. We think that sex is central to 
every single one of us and particularly queer 
youth. 

Margot Abels, Julie Netherland and Michael 
Gaucher reviewed a few "campaigns" that have been 
used to demonstrate to queer youth how to best "be 
safe" while still enjoying homosexual sex. 

The campaign, "Respect yourself, protect your
self," was thought to be good in getting the message to 
kids that they should use protection, but since it made 
children who didn't protect themselves feel bad, it 
ultimately was a poor message. Michael Gaucher 
pointed out that children "with an older partner that 
they are not feeling they can discuss things with, does 
that mean that they don't respect themselves?" 

The campaign, "No sex, no problem," was ridi
culed, as it assumed that children could opt not to 
have sex. Additionally, it made those children who 
had already had sex feel bad, or think they had a 
problem since they had had sex. 

Bible lnfonet 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

After reviewing a few of the campaigns, Margot 
Abels described the project she works on. The "Gay/ 
Straight Alliance HIV Education Project" goes to five 
different schools each year conducting up to eight 
"HIV prevention sessions" in that school's gay club. 
These same presenters who just told a group of chil
dren how to properly position their hands for 
"fisting" were now telling a room full of educators 
that they would visit their schools and conduct their 
workshops for their students. 

Bringing Homosexuality into the Middle School 
One participant remarked half-way through that 
Margot Abels just wasn't "talking to" her, since she, 
the participant, was a lesbian, middle school teacher. 
She wanted to know specifically what she could do 
to faci li tate discussions about homosexuality in 
middle school. This was solved in another session 
entitled, "Struggles & Triumphs of Including Homo
sexuality in a Middle School Curriculum." Christine 
L. Hoyle, Special Education Teacher and workshop 
presenter, told the story of how she turned the holo
caust portion of her curriculum into a gay affirming 
section. Ms. Hoyle allowed the group at the confer
ence to watch a video which she had her students 
produce and which was narrated by a seventh grade 
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girl. This girl told the audience that ancient Greeks 
"encouraged homosexuals; in fact, it was considered 
normal for an adolescent boy to have an older, wiser 
man as his lover." Thus, this teacher informed her 
adolescent students that it is okay if an older man ap
proaches them for sexual gratification. 

Finally, the Handouts 
An enormous amount of very disturbing material, 
most of it aimed at children was distributed at the 
conference. Much of it encourages young children to 
become actively engaged in homosexual activities. 
The Sidney Borum Community Health Center table 
was giving out a cassette sized "pocket sex" kit, 
which included two condoms, two antiseptic "moist" 
towelettes, and six bandages, which were for "when 
the sex got really rough" according to the high 
school aged volunteer behind the desk. There was a 
countless supply of condoms supplied by both 
Sidney Borum and Planned Parenthood, all of which 
were for the taking by any child who wanted them. 
One could see children as young as 12 or 13 at the 
conference participating and receiving "informa
tion" and materials. 
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In a follow-up article ijuly 14, 2000) the Massa
chusetts News gave the following information: 

The graphic instruction in homosexual sex 
that has erupted into a national scandal was ap
proved at the highest levels of state government, 
including the Governor's office. 

This charge has been made by a teacher who 
was fired as a result and by the parent who 
alerted the public. 

"This is absolutely sanctioned by the department 
[of education]," according to one of the teachers, 
Margot E. Abels, who was terminated as a resuJt of 
the scandal. In an interview with the Boston Globe, 
said: "It's standard. There's nothing we did that was a 
secret. The department has always given us its full 
support until now.,, 

The parent who alerted the parents to the scan
dal, Brian Camenker, agreed. "I believe her, abso
lutely. She is being used as a scapegoat, there,s no 
question about it. For them to claim this was an iso
lated incident is completely disingenuous. Why would 
a person have said those things if they didn't think it 
was policy? No one would do that unless· it was part 
of a program." 

Camenker points out that no officials in the 
state, including the Governor's office, ever listened 
when he and the other members of the Parents 
Rights Coalition told them about events like this. 
Therefore, they made a tape recording of a confer
ence on March 25, which was held at Tufts Univer
sity where credit was given to public school teachers 
and children were bussed in from around the state. 
But the parents were curtly dismissed by the Board 
of Education at its monthly meeting last April even 
though thirty parents traveled all the way to 
Pittsfield just to inform them about the conference. 

"It was only then that we decided we had to go 
public with these tapes," Camenker told Massachu
setts News. "We don't want to distribute this vile 
stuff, but we have no other way to let the mothers 
and fathers know what is being taught to their chil
dren." 

Governor Was Aware 
He says the Governor's office is well aware of what 
is happening because he has informed them person
ally. 

Bill Weld decided when he beat John Silber in 
that close race that he was successful only be
cause of the help and money given to him by ho
mosexual activists. Therefore, he repaid those 
activists by allowing them access to our public 
schools and even giving them the money to in
doctrinate our kids. 



Gov. Cellucci has continued the process begun by 
Bill Weld, according to Camenker. "This state is 
known all across the country as the state that enthu
siastically promotes homosexuality to its children. 
We're leading the nation. About 50% of the gay/ 
straight alliances in the high schools in the country 
are located here in Massachusetts." 

Camenker says that the Governor's Chief Policy 
Advisor, Abner Mason, who, he says, is a homosexual 
activist and a former member of the Governor's Com
mission for Gay and Lesbian Youth, has told him that 
the Governor believes very strongly in the homo
sexual programs in the schools. He says that if the leg
islature passes a bill to eliminate the $1.5 million that 
pays for the school programs, the Governor will veto 
it. Therefore, Gov. Cellucci will not even talk to par
ents who are concerned with the programs. 

Commissioner Apologizes 
The Commissioner of Education, David Driscoll, has 
apologized for the explicit teaching of homosexual 
sex to teenagers at the conference. 

He said, "There is no question that the com-
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ments of the Department of Education staff and the 
other consultant in those workshops go beyond the 
boundaries of what our staff should have done." 

Earlier, the Deputy Commissioner, Alan Safran, 
had apologized on the Jeanine Graf talk show. He said 
that if the reports were true, it should not have hap
pened. Because there are tape recordings of the con
ference, there is no question that the reports are true. 

The Deputy Commissioner said, "This piece of 
graphic discussion is beyond the scope of what we're 
about .... That won't happen again." 

The Firm Foundation regrets this kind of thing is 
happening in America today, but we think you 
should know, and so we sorrowfully present the in
formation. 

If you think this will not spread, then you do not 
know much about moral-cancer, but may know more 
than you should about moral-cowardice. 

Finally, this is a lesson in how one concerned, te
nacious parent was able to make a difference. 

Christ - Yes; 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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the Church- No? 
(conthzued from page 1) 

save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." The awareness 
and deep appreciation of the sacrifice of Christ on 
our behalf is the thing that creates love for him, not 
simply an understanding that sinners must be bap
tized to be saved. 

Many members of the Lord's church do not at
tend Bible study on Sunday morning, nor come back 
on Wednesday night. The average member gives less 
than 10% of his income to advance the cause of 
Christ, and less than 5% of the church is involved in 
any personal way with leading the lost to Christ. 

One reason for this apathy is the average mem
ber has not been moved to surrender his life to the 
Lord because his love for Christ impelled him. 

"For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 

We must let people see blood dripping from the 
Old Rugged Cross when "God, the Mighty Maker 
died, for man, the creatures, sin." 

1068 Mitchell Ave 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
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Thoma1 B. Warren 
A Pillar 

James, Cephas, and John, were pillars in the first 
century church (Gal. 1:19). That is, they were a 
firm support- persons of great influence and 

authority. 
In every age we have had men who can best be 

described as pillars in the church. Thomas B. Warren 
was such a man. He joins the ranks of Don Morris, 
N.B. Hardeman, B.C. Goodpasture, G.H.P. 
Showalter, George Benson, and Batsell Barrett Baxter. 

The name of Thomas B. Warren shines in the ev
erlasting annals of the church. Upon mention of his 
name, a few words spring to mind _:_ intelligent, 
courageous, lovable, and effective. 

When he was a young man, Tom Warren engaged 
a noted Baptist preacher, L.S. Ballard, in a debate. 
Warren was so well prepared and able that he easily 
carried the day and hoisted the banner of truth to a 
new high. Ballard was so completely defeated that he 
retired to obscurity. Warren shone like the morning 
star. Many were converted and the church was im
measurably strengthened. 

Warren was to provide leadership to the kingdom 
for many years. His name was a household word 
among those seeking to restore the ancient order. 

He was a pillar in the 20-century church. 
And now he is gone from us, having made his de

parture in the early hours of August 9, 2000, but his 
influence has not gone. 

It is only the corruptible flesh of Thomas B. War
ren that is dead - his incorruptible spirit shall never 
die. 

Thomas B. Warren has gone to those fair reaches 
where no sorrow can invade. He is still a pillar be
cause he has gone to claim the promise of the Lord. 

He that overcometh, I will make him a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he shall go out thence 
no more: and I will write upon him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God, and mine own new name 
(Rev 3:12). 

The lovely lady at his side, Faye, shares in his vic
tories and in his final triumph. Their children, and 
children's children, are challenged by the memory of 
so great a man and his loyal life's companion. May 
they be equal to the task. 
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BegoHen and UnbegoHen 
By Hugo McCord 

I gnatius, a bishop of Antioch and a Christian mar
tyr, in A.D 110 wrote that Jesus was "begotten 
and unbegotten" (gennetos kai agennetos, Eph

esians VII 2, B-G-D, 126). 

I. Begotten 
God "prepared a body" (Heb. 10:5) for Jesus with
out a human father, causing him to be begotten 
(gennao) in Mary's womb by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
1 :20; Luke 1 :35). 

Figuratively, on a special "today" (Psa. 2:7), 
Jesus was "begotten" three ways: (1) on his resurrec
tion day; (2) on his coronation day; and (3) on his 
ordination day. 

1. Begotten on his resurrection day. In heaven, a 
thousand years before Jesus died on the cross, he was 
already rejoicing that he would not stay dead, saying, 
"I will celebrate the decree of Yahweh. He said to me, 
"You are my Son. Today I have begotten you'" (Psa. 
2:7). The apostle Paul explains why Jesus was so 
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happy, writing, "God raised him from the dead, ... as 
it is written in the second psalm, 'You are my Son. I 
have begotten you today"' (Acts 13:30-33). So we 
learn that the "today" of his resurrection (April 9, 
A.D. 30) was figuratively portrayed as his being "be
gotten." As the word begotten points to the beginning 
of new life, so the resurrection of Jesus pointed to the 
beginning of Jesus' new life as a king and as a priest. 

2. Begotten on his coronation day. In God's wis
dom, the "today" prediction of Psalm 2:7, of Jesus 
being "begotten," not only referred to Jesus' resur
rection day, April 9, A.D. 30, but also to his corona
tion day as "KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS," on Pentecost day, May 28, A.D. 30 (Rev. 
17:14; 19:16). On that day, after "he had made a 
cleansing of sins, he sat at the right hand of the Maj
esty in heaven," and listened as the Father said to 
him, "You are my Son! I have begotten you today" 
(He b. 1:3, 5). In the coronation ceremony in heaven 
the Father even called Jesus "God," saying: 

Your throne, 0 God, is forever and ever, and the 
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your 
kingdom. You have loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity. Therefore God, even your God, 
has anointed you with the oil of gladness above 
your fellows {Heb. 1:8-9). 

As the word begotten points to the beginning of 
new life, so the Father used the word "begotten" 
figuratively when he crowned Jesus at the beginning 
of his kingdom, which Jesus also called "my church" 
(Matt. 16:18; Col. 1:13). 

Not only did the Father use the word begotten 
non-literally when he said to Jesus, "I have begotten 
you today" (Heb. 1:5), but he also used the word oil 
non-literally: "Therefore God, even your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fel
lows" (He b. 1 :9). Literally, "Samuel took the horn of 
oil, and anointed" David as king (1 Sam .16:13), but 
certainly "the oil" God used in heaven in anointing 
Jesus was not literal olive oil. 

3. Begotten on his ordination day. Similarly, in 
God's wisdom, the "today" prediction of Psalm 2:7, 
of Jesus being "begotten, not only referred to his res
urrection day (April 9, A.D. 30), and to his corona
tion day (May 28, A.D. 30), but also to his ordina-

September 2000 9 
Firm Foundation 



tion day as high priest (May 28, A.D. 30). 
Christ "did not glorify himself to be a high 

priest, but the One who spoke to him, "You are my 
Son! I have begotten you today" (He b. 5:5; Psa. 
2: 7), and "You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek" (Psa. 110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10; 7:17). 

"However, if he were on the earth" (He b. 8:4 ), 
Jesus, having "descended from Judah" (Heb. 7:14), 
not "after the order of Aaron" (Heb. 7:11), Jesus 
"would not be a priest" (Heb. 8:4). But now, in 
heaven, he has "become a high priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 6:20; 7:11, 14). 

How was the priesthood "after the order of 
Aaron" (Heb. 7:11) inferior to the priesthood "after 
the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 6:20)? The differ
ence was that Melchizedek was both "a priest of God 
Most High" (Gen. 14:18) and also "the king of Sa
lem" (Heb. 7 :2). 

Similarly, some 5 00 years before Jesus' coronation 
day as "King of kings" (Rev. 17: 14 ), the prophet Ze
chariah announced that Jesus would "rule upon his 
throne" and would "be a priest upon his throne" 
(Zech. 6:13). Thank God, we have such a high priest, 
who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the 
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Majesty in heaven ..•. As every high priest is appointed 
to offer both gifts and sacrifices, so it was necessary 
·chat he have something which he might offer .... Such 
a priest is appropriate for us: holy blameless, spotless, 
separated from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens. He does not need daily to bring offerings, 
first for his own sins, then for the sins of the people, as 
those high priests; for when he offered himself, he did 
this once for all (Heb. 8:1, 3; 7:26-27). 

What a picture! "Christ appeared as a high 
priest," not with the "blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood," obtaining "eternal redemption" 
(Heb. 9:11-12). 

If the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a 
heifer which sprinkle the unclean, set apart the 
flesh to purity, how much more will the blood of 
Christ (who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself unblemished to God) purify our con
science from dead works to serve the living 
God! ... and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, 
in the full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our body 
washed with pure water (Heb. 9:13-14; 10:21-
22). 

II. UnbegoHen 
Not only did God have a literal, physical meaning in 
the word begotten in reference to Jesus being in 
Mary's womb (Matt. 1 :20; Luke 1 :35), but, in his 
wisdom, he used the same word figuratively in teach
ing about Jesus' resurrection, coronation, and ordi
nation. 

But to say that Jesus was "the only begotten Son 
of God" Gohn 3:18, KJV, NKJY, ASV, NASB) is to 
contradict the verses that say that all Christians are 
"begotten" of God (1 John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 
18), and the verse that says that Jesus had "many 
brothers" (Rom. 8 :29). 

Furthermore, as regards Jesus' eternity, in nowise 
can it be said that he is a "begotten" being, for every 
"begotten being" had a beginning. The Father-Son 
terminology that Jesus loved Gohn 3:35; 5:20, 23; 
11 :41; 17: 1) cannot be literal, for literally no son 
can be as old as his father, and Jesus actually never 
had a beginning (Micah 5:2; Rev. 2:8; 22:13). The 
Father-Son terminology is simply Jesus' figurative 
family way to describe God as being "greater than" 
himself Gohn 14:28). Actually, "God is the head of 
Christ" (1 Cor. 11:3). 

It is sad that the RSV gives Jesus an "origin," and 
the NIV gives him a plurality of "origins" (Micah 
5:2). If Jesus is "God," and he is ijohn 1:1; Heb 
1:8), he had no origin, let alone more than one. The 



literal translation of Micah's word, derived from the 
Hebrew yatsa', is "his goings forth," not "origin" or 
"origins." Thank God, there are two translations 
that stick with Micah's Hebrew and with the NT 
teaching that Jesus had no beginning (Rev. 2:8; 
22:13): the KJV says that the "goings forth" of Jesus 
are "from everlasting," and the NASB says that his 
"goings forth" are "from the days of eternity." 

But the two translations, that do such a good job 
in translating Micah 5:2, go too far in causing Isaiah 
to call Jesus "The everlasting Father" (KJV) and the 
"Eternal Father" (NASB). Jesus is "God" Uohn 1:1; 
Heb. 1:8), but he would be embarrassed and 
ashamed to hear anyone call him "Father." He said, 
"The Father is greater than I" Uohn 14:28). The ASV 
also errs in calling Jesus the "Everlasting Father," but 
that version is to be complemented by telling their 
readers in a marginal note that Isaiah's Hebrew cor
rectly translated says that Jesus is the "Father of Eter
nity" (Isa. 9:6). That version's literal translation of 
Isaiah's Hebrew rabi- 'ad) has to be understood figu
ratively, meaning that Jesus is eternal, which means 
he was "unbegotten." 

The Jehovah Witnesses seek to demote Jesus 
from being eternal, from being "unbegotten," by say
ing in their translation of Revelation 3:14 that Jesus 
is "the beginning of the creation by God," inserting 
the word "by," which is not in the Greek, trying to 
leave the impression that Jesus was the first thing 
that God created. Such a meaning, that Jesus was 
"first created," is "linguistically possible" (B-G-D, 
112), but such cannot be the meaning in Revelation 
3: 14 because "all things have been created through 
him and for him," and "without him nothing was 
created," and "he himself is before all things" Uohn 
1:3; Col. 1:16-17). He could not have created him
self, for "out of nothing, nothing comes." 

Moreover, the same Greek word translated as 
Jesus being the "beginning" (arche) in Revelation 
3:14 God uses of himself in Revelation 21:6, saying, 
"I am the A and the Z, the beginning [arche] and the 
end," which must mean that he, like Jesus (Rev. 
1:17; 22:13) is the beginner and ender of everything. 
Furthermore, if the arche of Revelation 3: 14 gives 
Jesus a beginning, Revelation 22:13 gives him an 
ending: "I am the A and the Z, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end." 

Moreover, the word arche not only means "be
ginning," but it also means "origin" (Thayer, 76; B
G-D, 112), a meaning that agrees with what Jesus 

. and the Father and the Holy Spirit are, the origina-

tors of all things, but not of themselves. Not possible 
to human understanding is the clear Bible teaching 
that the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit all 
"inhabit eternity" (Isa. 57:15; Micah 5 :2; Heb. 
9:14 ), and so all three are uncreated and unbegotten. 
The 4th edition of the FHV will say of Jesus in Rev
elation 3: 14 that he is "The Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the Originator of God's creation." 

When the Greeks spoke of the "supreme deity," 
whom they called "Zeus" (Acts 14:11-13 ), they did 
not think of him as being created and begotten, but 
as the "First Cause," the Arche. Therefore it is no 
surprise that the Holy Spirit has identified both the 
Father and the Son as the Arche (Rev. 3:14; 21:6). 

How three (Matt. 3: 13 -17) can be one (Deut. 
6:4; Isa. 44:6, 8) is beyond human comprehension, 
but biblically the statement is indisputable (Matt. 
3:13-17; Isa. 44:6, 8; Heb. 9:14). Truly, "the God
head," the theotes (Col. 2:9), the Father and Son and 
Holy Spirit (Isa. 57:15; Micah 5:2; Heb. 9:14), is 
"unbegotten." 

111. Conclusion 
Who is Jesus? My mind falters! The only one of his 
nature, unparalleled, matchless, irreplaceable, unex
ampled, incomparable, peerless, inimitable, un
equaled, nonduplicable, singular, unique, "the way 
and the truth and the life" Qohn 14:6), the "King Of 
Kings And The Lord Of Lords" (Rev. 19:16). 

In heaven I want to meet Ignatius, a Christian 
martyr, whose life reminds us of the words Jesus 
spoke to his apostles: "the hour is coming when ev
eryone who kills you will think that he is serving 
God" Qohn 16:2). Ignatius, nearly 2000 years ago, 
so understood spiritual truths as to write of the only 
being in all eternity, human or divine, that he was 
both "Begotten and Unbegotten." 
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A Tribute to Lois McCord 

Lois, Ill 
By Hugo McCord 

This is the third article I have written about a 
special Lois. If she were in her right mind (no 
improvement as of 7-6-2000), she would stop 

me. But the one who knows more about her than 
anyone except the Lord is still captivated by her after 
67 years of married life. If I could make you see her 
devotion to her Lord and her love for everybody I 
could spend my time in no better way. 

On December 19, 1910, in a Mississippi cabin in 
a cotton field, a baby girl was born on a corn shuck 
mattress. No doctor was there. An African-American 
lady assisted, and exclaimed, "Just like the baby 
Jesus, born in a manger!" The baby's father deter
mined that she was a girl by holding up a half-dollar, 
and she said, "Gimme," and he said she has been say
ing "Gimme" ever since. 

There was no birth certificate, and it was two 
years before "Sister" was named "Lois Rilla Hender
son." Her brothers later said the first two letters of 
her middle name, "Go," she purposely never used. 

God had put a sharp, quick-thinking mind in the 
little girl. She responded to love, and became a lov
ing and loveable person. Nearly always (until her 
physical and mental backsets in the year 2000) she 
was animated, bubbling, smiling, and cheerful. 
Never a complainer, she always saw the bright side 
of everything. She loved people, delighted in being 
with them, and never wanted to go anywhere alone. 

Her parents moved her to Memphis, Tn., where, 
when she was four years old, playing in her back 
yard, a neighbor's child hurled a tin can, and so in
jured Lois' left eye it had to be removed. At the age 
of eleven, she was baptized by John Allen Hudson in 
the building of the old H arber Avenue Church. She 
did not know that a baptistery has steps, and she 
stepped off into the water, making a big splash, and 
was caught by brother Hudson, saying, "Hold up! 
You are not going swimming." Lois was blessed by an 
excellent Sunday School teacher, and in later life 
could still say· memory verses she learned from that 
lady. She grew up under the preaching of N.B. Hard
eman and G.C. Brewer. 
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When, at age 19, she went to Freed-Hardeman 
College, her friends teased her, "You are going to FHC 
to marry a preacher!" She was infuriated, telling them, 
"The last thing I ever will do is to marry a preacher!" 
Years later, Raymond Kelcy, having heard what she 
had said, and having heard Hugo try to preach one 
night, walked up to Lois, and said, "You certainly kept 
your word. You lacked a lot of marrying a preacher." 

In a Bible class at Freed-Hardeman, brother Har
deman, the teacher, who knew Lois well from his 
Memphis trips, asked Lois if she understood the 
Bible verse he had explained. When she answered 
that she did, he said, "If Lois understands the verse, I 
know everyone else does. We'll go to the next verse." 

Lois' father was out of town on the day that I 
asked her mother if I might marry her daughter. She 
responded, "Yes, but I do not recommend her." Of 
course she was joking. Hugo calls her "Thing," re
membering Proverbs 18:22, "Whoso findeth a wife 
findeth a good thing." I believe God in his provi
dence sent her to me, for Solomon wrote, ''A prudent 
wife is from Jehovah" (Prov. 19:14). 

The many crises in Lois' life {the suicide death of 
her father and older brother, the traffic death of her 
younger brother, her being bedfast 18 months with 
tuberculosis, and the mental condition of our 
adopted daughter) have caused Lois to mature spiri
tually. Her tragedies, however, have enabled her to 
be of strength and comfort to many other people 
with similar adversities. 

Though it makes her nervous to teach ladies' 
Bible classes, I persuaded her to do it. She has taught 
classes in several U.S. cities: Oklahoma City, 
Bartlesville, Washington, Knoxville, Montgomery, 
St. Louis, Orlando, Denton, Ft. Worth, and in some 
foreign countries: Australia, England, Scotland, the 
Philippines, Sierra Leone, Kenya. In addition, where 
she has not taught classes she has helped my preach
ing work in New Zealand, Tasmania, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Japan, and in Hawaii. For 
several years she served as coordinator for the Okla
homa Christian College Women's Association. 



Also, during the three years (1957-1960) we 
were with the Gretna congregation, across the Mis
sissippi River from New Orleans, with our daughter 
Carolyn enrolled in the Ganus Christian School, Lois 
was one of the mothers taking turns driving a van 
full of children over the river bridge to the school, 
and to pick them up in the afternoon. 

On a preaching trip to Scotland, we were sched
uled to be in Peterhead o.n May 17-18, 1980. But we 
had already learned that the Peterhead congregation 
had only one cup for the Lord's Supper. Lois, think
ing ahead so as not to drink after others, sat on the 
first bench on the right side, and was served the 
bread there. However, when they came with the 
wine, they started with the first bench on the left side 
of the auditorium, and returned from the rear to the 
front on the right side! Lois was the last one in the 
audience to drink from the one cup! 

In regard to a scheduled gospel meeting with the 
church in Corby, England, beginning April28, 1985, 
I had to write that Lois was unable to come. Joe 
Nisbet, the local gospel preacher responded with a 
bit of humor based on Lois' having lost some ear
rings on her last visit to Corby. Then he added, "Seri
ously, we are disappointed Lois will not be with you 
as we love her so much." 

In our files I happen to have a letter dated No
vember 16, 1976, in which Ian Grant, writing for the 
church in Canberra City, Australia, says, "it would be 
good if your wife were able to take the ladies' class 
on the Sunday mo.rning" of my gospel meeting there. 

Also a letter dated May 27, 1977, signed by 
Harold Scott for the church in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, anticipating my gospel meeting there June 
24-26, says that "the ladies will surely enjoy having 
your wife for the" ladies' class. 

Also, in 1977, in Bayugan in the Philippines, 
Lois' work with the ladies was just as important as 
my work. A twelve-year-old girl walked up to Lois 
and asked her to baptize her. Lois told her that "if I 
were the only person available, I would do so, but 
you have a gospel preacher here, Roman Cariaga. 
Let's ask him to hear your confession and baptize 
you." And so it was done. 

On one occasion, Lois taught a ladies' class in the 
annual lectureship of East Tennessee School of 
Preaching and Missions in Knoxville, Tenn. All the 
lectures were published in a book. The lectureship 
director, Thomas F. Eaves, autographed a copy of the 
book and mailed it to Lois, with these words on the 
first page: '~pril 11, 1979 To: Lois McCord In ap-

predation for your contribution to the success of our 
lectureship." 
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Lois passed to a better place early on the evening 
of July 13, 2000. A memorial service was held at 
Eastside in Portland, Oregon on Wednesday, July 19 
at 2:00p.m. Earl West, her student in Bible School 
many years ago, presided. Memorial contributions in 
her name may be made at Freed-Hardeman Univer-
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Modesty 
By Robert R. Stephenson 

M any in the body of Christ want to look, 
and act like dirt. Whatever has happened 
to being separate from the world? Moses 

told the Hebrews to be separate from "all the people 
that are upon the face of the earth" (Ex. 33:16). 
God's prophet told restored Israel to be separate 
from the filthiness of the nations (Ezra 6:21). 

God wants his people to be different from the 
world. Otherwise we cannot benefit and help the 
world. The church should be counterculture, not 
running neck and neck with people in the world so 
that the observer cannot tell which is which. 

Jesus said, "If ye wer.e of the world, the world 
would love its own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you" Gohn 15:19). 

This instruction applies to dress and appearance. 
1 Timothy 2:9-10: 

In like manner, that women adorn themselves in 
modest apparel, with shamefastness and sobri
ety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls or 
costly raiment; but (which becometh women 
professing godliness) through good works. 

1 Peter 3:3-4: 
Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorn
ing of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of 
gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible ap-
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parel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price. 

Paul commands: 
[T]hat aged men be temperate, grave, sober
minded, sound in faith, in love, in patience: that 
aged women likewise be reverent in demeanor, 
not slanderers nor enslaved to much wine, 
teachers of that which is good; that they may 
train the young women to love their husbands, 
to love their children, to be sober-minded, 
chaste, workers at home, kind, being in subjec
tion to their own husbands, that the word of 
God be not blasphemed: the younger men like
wise exhort to be sober-minded: in all things 
showing thyself an ensample of good works; in 
thy doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, 
sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that 
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 

· having no evil thing to say of us (Titus 2:2-8). 
Sadly, many in the church have failed in this in

struction. Improper apparel is worn by professing 
Christians - both male and female! 

Satan has a foothold in many congregations. 
Where is the respect for God? Let us have the cour
age to speak out against such things and not partici
pate in immoral dress. Scanty clothing that shows 
more skin than cloth does not become those profess
ing godliness. 100 Ca"ell Rd. 

Trenton, GA 30752 
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The Evolutionist's Trinity 
By Paul Holland 

In the beginning, natural selection created the 
heavens and the earth. . .. And muta
tions moved upon the face of the waters •.. 

For by chance were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth. 

So might the Bible begin if an evolutionist were to 
write it. Indeed, natural selection, mutations, and 
chance have replaced the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit in the evolutionist's thinking. 

Yes, the evolutionist has his own trinity to whom 
he bows and gives obeisance. Notice the words of 
Nobel Prize winner Christian de Duve in his work on 
evolution, Vital Dust: Life as a Cosmic Imperative: 
"A central tenet of modern Darwinian theory asserts 
that evolution proceeds by random [i.e. chance, P. 
H.] mutations, the effects of which are screened by 
natural selection" (p. 173; 288). 

De Duve suggests that life is a commonplace 
event or it is a miracle (p. 292). I'll agree; the cre
ation of life is either an ordinary event or it was a su
pernatural event. In this article I will attempt to de
bunk the evolutionist's trinity. According to the evo
lution expert, if we can prove life is not "a reproduc
ible, almost common-place manifestation of matter," 
the only alternative is- it is a miracle! 

The first god of the evolutionist is chance. 
Chance is the force behind the evolutionist's sce
nario. They call on chance to answer the "how" of 
evolution at every step of the evolution pathway. 
Much of evolution is considered random. In a col
lege-level general biology textbook, the authors 
comment concerning the origin of life: "Events of 
this sort are so rare, we cannot reasonably expect to 
see them happening except by enormous good luck" 
(Cede Starr and Ralph Taggart, Biology: The Unity 
and Diversity of Life, p. 5 64 ). 

Our evolutionist friend, de Duve, says that chance 
provides (p. 119). "To provide" means to furnish, to 
supply what is needed. The problem is, chance is not 
a force. It cannot create or destroy anything. It has no 
creative power. "Chance is not an entity .... To be more 
precise, it is nothing. Nothing cannot do something" 
(R.C. Sproul, Not a Chance: The Myth of Chance in 
Modern Science and Cosmology, p. 6). Hoping to 
solve the origin of life by appealing to chance or blind 

luck is hopelessly inefficient. 
The second god of the evolutionists is that of 

mutations. A mutation is "[a]n alteration of a gene" 
(de Duve, p. 334). Genes are -what passes hereditary 
information from one generation to the next. Muta
tions are also invoked at every step from ameba to 
man. Needless to say, no one can offer an explana
tion as to how this could happen. 

Let us consider some points relevant to the impo
tence of mutations. First, because mutations affect 
genes, a mutation could not have affected any off
spring until the cells that would pass genes on to the 
offspring had appeared. But before mutations could 
alter genes, mutations had to produce cells, because 
"evolution can only proceed by the modification 
[i.e., mutation, P.H.] of existing structures" (Starr 
and Taggart, p. 558)! Evolutionists' wheels are spin
ning but they're not going anywhere! 

In reality, mutations show the resistance to 
change inherent in living organisms. "In sum, the 
mutations ... are merely hereditary fluctuations 
around a median position; a swing to the right, a 
swing to the left, but no final evolutionary effect 
[emphasis added]" (Pierre Grasse, Evolution of Liv
ing Organisms, p. 87). Scientists have discovered that 
every organism has genetic boundaries that it cannot 
cross, mutation or no mutation. Michael Behe, in his 
new book, Darwin's Black Box: The Biochemical 
Challenge to Evolution, points out that cells are irre
ducibly complex. By "irreducible complexity" he 
means that biochemical pathways (such as blood
clotting) are so complex regarding their individual 
parts and functions that they could not have been 
produced by pre-existing structures in Darwinian 
fashion (p. 203 ). 

Third and finally, let us consider the ever-popu
lar god- natural selection. It is defined as the "pro
cess whereby organisms that produce more progeny 
[offspring, P.H.] progressively crowd out" those less 
adapted to their environment (de Duve, p. 334). The 
serious flaw in natural selection is that, like muta
tions, it can only work on already existing structures! 
One must still ask, where did the original structures 
originate? Consider the statement by Hugo de Vries: 

September 2000 15 
Firm Foundation 



"Natural selection may explain the survival of the fit
test, but it cannot explain the arrival of the fittest" 
(Hugo de Vries, Species and Varieties, Their Origin by 
Mutation, p. 825-826 as quoted in The History of 
Evolutionary Thought by Bert Thompson). 

Christians believe and most people would agree 
that one's conviction about the origin of humans af
fects our thinking and consequently our behavior. As 
such, a statement made in the preface of de Dove's 
book is troubling indeed: "We must learn to 'think 
biologically' and act accordingly" (p. xviii). Later, in 
his chapter on the evolution of values, de Duve ar
gues that morality is to be found in and from biology. 
If morality clashes with human nature, moral rules 
must be brought into line with biology (p. 265). 

It is reasonable to conclude that if the gods of 

chance, mutations, and natural selection control the 
universe, then we may act "biologically," raping and 
pillaging, genocide, infanticide, homicide; anything 
goes. But if the gods of chance, mutations, and natu
ral selection are the great "cosmogenic myth of the 
twentieth century" (Michael Denton, Evolution: A 
Theory in Crisis, p. 358), then by de Dove's admis
sion, life is of supernatural origin. 

Based upon the evidence, let us affirm with just 
and reasonable confidence: "In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth .... And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. . .. For by 
Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth" (Gen. 1:1-2; Col. 1:16). Glory be 
to God! 
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(We present the following because there is a need to know that the bastions of evolution are crumbling- and 
they cannot crumble too soon. The idea that man is an elevated blob of mud is calculated to disrespect human 
dignity. It gives rise to immoral behavior, suicide, school-ground shootings, and various other forms of moral 
mayhem. When we understand that we are made in the image of God, then we know that human life is worth 
more than the world and all that's in it -Mark 8:36) .. 

Conversion 

Joseph A. D'Agostino (Human Events, June 16, 
2000) describes his conversion to creationism 
as an explanation of the origin of the species. 

Here are some excerpts: 
"Up until a year or so ago, I believed in evolu

tion. Since then I have undergone a conversion .... 
"My conversion grew from rational principles 

and empirical evidence. I have always believed that 
reason overwhelmingly favors a supernatural, intelli
gent design model for what used to be called Cre
ation, not a materialist one that explains life through 
the operation of blind mechanistic forces. But I was a 
theistic evolutionist who thought God developed life 
through a long, gradual process that included the 
power of natural selection, that is, one species 
changing into another because mutations produced 
creation better able to survive 

''A May 10 [2000] conference organized by the 
Seattle based ·Discovery Institute, held in a congres
sional office building, helped solidify my lay under
standing of the issues involved. The conference 

16 ~~eF=~d;~~~ 

brought together some of the leading lights in the in
telligent design movement in the United States. 

"Dr. Michael Behe, a biochemist, and Dr. 
Stephen Meyer, whose Ph.D. in the history and phi
losophy of science is from Cambridge, presented an 
explanation of the scientific disputes. "Every day we 
walk down the street and decide what is designed 
and what is not," said Meyer at the conference. This 
is because, he said, people naturally know something 
is designed if it exhibits "highly improbable specified 
complexity." 

"William Dembski, who holds doctorates in math
ematics and philosophy, has in The Design Inference 
provided a scientifically rigorous definition of design. 

"It seems obvious that assenting to intelligent de
sign is the rational choice. I will summarize the argu
ments about the complexity of life and its origin that 
I found most important. Most of them come from 
Behe and Meyer, but not all. 

"1. Irreducible Complexity. Behe recapitulated 
the contentions of his book Darwin's Black Box. He 



presented a quote from Charles Darwin that insisted if 
the existence of complex organs cannot be explained 
by small, gradual improvements over time, his [Dar
win] theory fails. So Behe presented the concept of ir
reducible complexity. He noted that something as 
simple as a mousetrap could not have developed step
by-step through natural selection, since all the parts
catch, hammer, spring, holding pin, and platform -
must all be present, and in the right configuration, in 
order to work at all. There is no advantage to a muta
tion that grants a creature one or two of the parts. 
Behe went on to review the immense, irreducible 
complexity of even part of the operation of the eye. 

"2. Random Origin of Life. Though many lay
men still discuss it, "By the early to mid 1960's the 
blind chance hypothesis had been rejected by most 
researchers," said Meyer. In an excellent article in 
First Things ("DNA and Other Designs," April 
2000), Meyer calculates the chances of one function
ing protein forming by chance is a number so small 
that even assuming that the earth is billions of years 
old, there is no realistic possibility that the one hun
dred proteins necessary for the operating of a simple 
cell could have come together randomly and begun 
functioning. This theory of the origin of life is one of 
three discussed by scientists today. 

"3. Natural Selection Origin of Life. Some scien
tists have proposed that before what we would nor
mally call life began, some form of natural selection 
produced amino acids and protein sequences that led 
to a functioning organism. But no one can explain 
how this could happen unless sequences that are, for 
all intents and purposes, living organisms are first 
formed by random chance. 

"4. Chemical Necessity of Origin of Life. Other 
scientists speculate that there is something about the 
nature of substances and chemical laws themselves 
that make the formation of the building blocks of life 
more likely. All the evidence so far gathered points in 
the opposite direction. 

"5. Many Earths. Some argue that there may be 
trillions of earth-like planets in the universe, thus in
creasing the chances of life's developing randomly 
somewhere. But, as Meyer pointed out, the chances 
of there being many earth-like planets is extremely 
slim, given the many improbable characteristics of 
our planet, and even if there are many, the chances of 
life developing randomly are still very remote. 

"6. Cambrian Explosion. The available fossil 
record indicates that all the major body types of 
creatures existing today appeared in one relatively 

short period, not as part of a long, gradual process as 
predicted by orthodox Darwinists. Evolutionists 
have come up with speculative theories to explain 
this phenomenon, but, curiously, said Meyer, most 
textbooks do not mention it. 

"7. Conditions of Early Earth. Scientist Stanley 
Miller conducted a series of experiments purporting 
to show that, under the conditions supposedly preva
lent when the Earth was young, amino acids could 
have formed spontaneously. These substances are the 
building blocks of proteins, which are the building 
blocks of life. But in his First Things article, Meyer 
pointed out that the scientific consensus today, ac
cepted even by Miller, is that the conditions of the 
early Earth were actually highly unfavorable to the 
creation of amino acids. Meyer also noted that 
Miller's experiment could produce amino acids only 
as a result of intelligent design: "Without human in
tervention," wrote Meyer, "experiments like that 
performed by Miller invariably produce non-biologi
cal substances that degrade amino acids into non
biologically relevant compounds." At the confer
ence, Meyer said that Miller's now discredited ex
periments are still presented in biology textbooks. 

"8. Peppered Moths. Though no reputable scien
tist claims to have observed the evolution of one spe-
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cies into another, scientists claim to have noticed 
natural selection working within a species. This does 
not violate the principle laid out above - that on ly 
God produces new genetic information - but it is 
interesting to note that at least one famous example 
is a fraud. Biology textbooks still use the example of 
the peppered moths of England. When the industrial 
revolution darkened the tree trunks around some cit
ies, the proportion of moths who were dark-colored 
supposedly increased dramatically, since birds could 
easily eat the light-colored moths, leaving the dark 
moths to produce dark offspring. The problem is, as 
Dr. Jonathan Wells points out in an article available 
on the Discovery Institute's website (another version 
appeared in The Scientist, May 24, 1999), scientists 
today recognize that no such pattern took place. 
They even recognize that the moths hardly ever 
settled on tree trunks at all. 

"9. Fossil Record. Evolutionists use the fossil 
record as their great trump. They argue that, indepen-
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dent of any theoretical meandering or other empirical 
evidence, the fossil record clearly shows the gradual 
development of one species into another, even if dur
ing the Cambrian explosion it happened much faster 
than they previously believed. Meyer contends that 
the fossi l record shows species changing into other 
species - if that is even the right word- that are of 
equal or lesser complexity than themselves. In other 
words, no new information is produced by evolution, 
and the central narrative that the fossil record is sup
posed to tell of simple organisms developing into 
more complex ones does not exist. Evolutionists point 
to the development of the modern horse as a classic 
example of the foss il record's supporting their posi
tion. 'Jonathan Wells deals with that in his new book,' 
Meyer said after the conference. 'They have the order 
all wrong. If anything, the record shows a loss of 
genetic information over time.'" 

Our thanks to Joseph A. D'Agostino for this in
teresting and enlightening summary. 
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The One Hundred and Twenty 
By Frazier Conley 

Fr those who believe in the cessation of the mi
raculous gifts following the apostolic period, it 
is helpful to establish when and how such gifts 

were conferred. 
If it can be shown that the special gifts normally 

were conferred, not directly, but only by apostolic 
mediation (Acts 8:14ff, 19:1ff.; Rom. 1:11), then the 
case for cessation is strengthened. 

Contrary to most commentators, it has long been 
held by brethren that the extraordinary gifts were 
poured out directly only on the apostles on the day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2), and on the house of Cornelius 
(Acts 10-11 ), that is, for the initiation of the gospel 
first among the Jews, and second, for the initiation 
of the gospel among the Gentiles. 

To think that the one-hundred-twenty of Acts 
1:15 also received the Holy Spirit directly weakens 
this case. 

Who were the "all, of Acts 2:1-4 upon whom 
the Holy Spirit was poured out on the day of Pente
cost? 

Some of the reasons adduced for considering this 
group to include the 120 are as follows: 

1. The 120 because: the promise of the Holy 
Spirit was to "all flesh" (Acts 2:17ff), therefore, the 
120 must have been recipients at the initial outpour
ing. 

Response: There were no doubt widespread gifts 
of the Spirit promised by Joel 2, extending beyond 
the Twelve. The question is, how and when were 
these gifts distributed? The evidence is that apostles 
were the initial recipients, and then, by the hands of 
an apostle, according to the role the Spirit exercised 
through them, mediated the Spirit widely to many 
others in the early church (the extension of the gos
pel directly to the Gentiles at the house of Cornelius 
being a kind of second "Pentecost"). Therefore the 
final fulfillment was for many others besides the 
apostles, but in due measure, by due means, and in 
due order. 

Further, the work of the Holy Spirit, whether on 
the apostles, or on those upon whom the apostles 
laid their hands, was to give a final revelation of eter
nal and saving truth Uohn 16:13; 1 Cor 12:1-10; 

14:26-32). The truth of the gospel is to be presented 
to the "whole world" (Mark 16:15). Therefore the 
Spirit's work of revelation was to potentially affect 
all people. If the promise of Joel 2 were to all the 
earth, the inclusion of the 120 mentioned in the 
opening chapter of the book of Acts would not fulfill 
it, because, obviously, the 120 were not "all people." 

2. The 120 because: the "all" of Acts 2:1, 4 must 
refer to the group mentioned in 1: 15. The "all" is re
dundant if it does not refer to the 120. 

Response: "All" refers to the whole of the 
apostleship. Luke has just taken several sentences 
(Acts 1:15-26) describing how the apostolic college 
was restored following the death of Judas and before 
the beginning of the church. Only at the point of that 
completeness could the Spirit come. Notice the word 
all applied to the apostles alone in 1:14. Note that 
the word all in 2:7 and again 2:32 is almost certainly 
a reference to the apostles. 

3. The 120 because: the place of the coming of 
the Holy Spirit was the upper room (Acts 1:13) 
where the 120 met. 

Response: It is not stated in the text that the 
meeting of the 120 disciples (Acts 1:15ff) occurred 
in the "upper room." If that assumption is made, it 
still remains unlikely that the Holy Spirit descended 
on the apostles in that same room. The description 
of the scene leads one to conclude that the actual 
baptism in the Holy Spirit of Acts 2: 1ff occurred in 
the environs of the temple. Yet, even if the event oc
curred in the upper room, the text is still sufficiently 
clear that the 12 were the recipients. 

4. The 120 because: the house of Cornelius also 
received the same gift as the apostles, so why not the 
120 (Acts 11:17)? 

Response: The event at the house of Cornelius is 
explicitly described in singular terms as a repetition 
of what happened to the apostles on Pentecost 
(11: 15), that is, that it was a new "Pentecost," but 
this one for the Gentiles. 

5. The 120 because: Acts 2:15 seems to make a 
distinction between the apostles (or at least Peter) 
and "these," that is, supposedly, the 120. 

Response: Peter was likely indicating the other 
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apostles when he said "these." It remains true that 
the apostles at that moment had certainly received 
the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues on this Pente
cost, while it is only theory that any of the 120 did. 

6. The 120 because: the 120 are found in the 
context. 

Response: The Twelve are mentioned in closer 
proximity contextually to the "all" than the 120. 

7. The 120 because: the event occurred on Pente
. cost, therefore, all120 disciples were likely together. 

Response: It is no more than a conjecture that the 
120 were assembled at this particular time and place 
on this day. The text is much more explicit that the 
12 were the recipients. 

8. The 120 because: Luke 24:34 mentions the 
eleven and "those with them." 

Response: Others were associated with the 
apostles, but it remains the case that the apostles, the 
official witnesses (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:22), were the 
focus. 

9. The 120 because: the phrase together in one 
place (epi to auto) correlates with same the terminol
ogy in Acts 1:15 where it applies to the 120. 

Response. This may be the strongest argument 
brought forward. However, the identity of any par
ticular group "gathered" (epi to auto) seems nor
mally to be identified from the immediate context 
(Matt. 22:34; Luke 17:35; Acts 4:26). The context 
here indicates the apostles. 

For the following. reasons it seems certain that 
"they ... all" were the newly reconstituted 12 
apostles: 

1. The 12 because: although the 120 disciples are 

Memphis SChool 
of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2, 760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Limited scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125-2560 
School (901) 751-2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751-8098 

in the remote context (Acts 1:15), the word apostles 
(1 :26) is the explicit immediate grammatical ante
cedent of they and all. 

2. The 12 because: the explicit subsequent identi
fication (postcedent, if I may coin a term) of all is the 
apostles. The Galileans of Acts 2:7 are surely the 
apostles who were thus described only a few verses 
before (in 1:11) and then again later in 13:31 (could 
all of the 120 have been from Galilee and have been 
identified by the ·listeners as Galileans?). The all is 
subsequently indicated to be the apostles in 2:14, 37, 
42, 43. See also 4:33; 5:12-13. The apostles being 
the Galileans, were therefore the ones speaking (2:4-
7), and they were therefore the recipients of the 
Spirit. 

3. The 12 because: a few ancient manuscripts in
sert the word apostle after all (Cf. Barrett, Acts). Al
though the reading is unlikely to be original, it shows 
that early-on there was an awareness that the context 
supports such an understanding. 

4. The 12 because: the focus on the apostles 
throughout Acts 1 is unmistakable. Others appear in 
the narrative only and passingly at 1: 14ff, and are 
distinct from the apostles who are addressed earlier. 

5. The 12 because: the 120 are mentioned (Acts 
1:15) primarily in order to have a pool from which 
to draw candidates for the replacement of judas, not 
in order to focus on them as the recipients of the di
rect outpouring of the Spirit. In the whole of chap
ters 1 and 2 there is only one verse where there is 
any clear and distinct reference to the 120 (1: 15). To 
think that they are mentioned anywhere else in Acts 
1 and 2 is conjecture. 

6. The 12 because: Acts 2 centers particularly and 
explicitly on the apostles (2:14, 32 [cf. 1:22], 37, 
43). In fact, the apostles are a primary focus 
throughout all of chapters 1-5. 

7. The 12 because: the "all" of Acts 2:1 is coordi
nate with the "all" of 2:32, in which the apostles are 
indicated by the fact that the "all" are "witnesses" 
(The Twelve are the official witnesses: Luke 12:48; 
Acts 1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 4:33; 5:32; 10:39-43; 
13:31). 

8. The 12 because: if the 120 are in view begin
ning in Acts 2:1, why is it that in the subsequent con
text only the apostles are explicitly mentioned (2: 7, 
14, 32, 37, 42)? 

9. The 12 because: the old Israel (the twelve 
tribes) originated with the 12 patriarchs. It was im
portant to have a full college of 12 apostles for the 
day of Pentecost, the founding of new Israel. 



10. The 12 because: it was the apostles who, only 
a few verses prior to the account of the outpouring 
had been especially promised the Spirit (Acts 1:4-5, 
8; cf. Luke 24:33, 48-49). 

11. The 12 because: in Acts 2: 14, the apostles 
"stand up''. It seems most likely that Luke would cor
relate those who had been sitting (the all of 2:2) with 
those who he describes as standing. 

To get the full force of the contextual emphasis 
on the apostleship it is useful to specify how often 
the apostles are addressed in Acts 1:1-2:43, and 
place all such references in italics [I include the con
tested references in 2:1-15]: 

The former treatise I made, 0 Theophilus, con
cerning all that jesus began both to do and to 
teach, until the day in which he was received up, 
after that he had given commandment through 
the Holy Spirit unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen: To whom [the apostles] he also showed 
himself alive after his passion by many proofs, 
appearing unto them [the apostles] by the space 
of forty days, and speaking the things concern
ing the kingdom of God: and, being assembled 
together with ·them [the apostles], he charged 
them [the apostles] not to depart from Jerusa
lem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, said he, ye [the apostles] heard from me: 
For john indeed baptized with water; but ye [the 
apostles] shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not 
many days hence. They [the apostles] therefore, 
when they [the apostles] were come together, 
[the apostles] asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? And 
he said unto them [the apostles], It is not for you 
[the apostles] to know times or seasons, which 
the Father hath set within His own authority. 
But ye [the apostles] shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you [the apostles]: 
and ye [the apostles] shall be my witnesses both 
in jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. And when 
he had said these things, as they [the apostles] 
were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud re
ceived him out of their sight. And while they 
[the apostles] were looking stedfastly into 
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them [the apostles] in white apparel; who also 
said, Yemen of Galilee [the apostles], why stand 
ye [the apostles] looking into heaven? this jesus, 
who was received up from you [the apostles] 
into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye 
[the apostles] beheld him going into heaven. 
Then returned they [the apostles] unto jerusa
lem from the mount called Olivet, which is nigh 
unto jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey off. And 
when they [the apostles] were come in, they [the 
apostles] went up into the upper chamber, where 
they [the apostles] were abiding; both Peter and 
john and james and Andrew, Philip and Tho-

mas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and judas 
the son of james [the apostles]. These all [the 
apostles] with one accord continued stedfastly in 
prayer, with the women, and Mary the mother 
of jesus, and with his brethren. And in these 
days Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren 
[the apostles, see Acts 1: 16-17], and said (and 
there was a multitude of persons gathered to
gether, about a hundred and twenty), Brethren 
[the apostles], it was needful that the Scripture 
should be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spake 
before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, 
who was guide to them that took jesus. For he 
was numbered among us [the apostles], andre
ceived his portion in this ministry [the 
aposotlic] . ..• For it is written in the book of 
Psalms, Let his Uudas, the apostle's] habitation 
be made desolate, And let no man dwell therein: 
and, His office [the apostolic] let another take. 
Of the men therefore that have companied with 
us [the apostles] all the time that the Lord jesus 
went in and went out among us [the apostles], 
beginning from the baptism of john, unto the 
day that he was received up from us [the 
apostles], of these must one become a witness 
with us [the apostles] of his resurrection. And 
they [the apostles] put forward two, joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was surnamed Justus, and 
Matthias. And they [the apostles] prayed, and 
said, Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all 
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men, show of these two the one whom thou hast 
chosen, to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas fell away, that he 
might go to his own place. And they [the 
apostles] gave lots for them; and the lot fell 
·upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the 
eleven apostles. And when the day of Pentecost 
was now come, they were all [the apostles] to
gether in one place. And suddenly there came 
from heaven a sound as of the rushing of a 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they [the apostles] were sitting. And there ap
peared unto them [the apostles] tongues parting 
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each one 
of them. And they [the apostles] were all [the 
apostles] filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them [the apostles] utterance. Now there were 
dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from 
every nation under heaven. And when this 
sound was heard, the multitude came together, 
and were confounded, because that every man 
heard them [the apostles] speaking in his own 
language. And they were all amazed and mar
velled, saying, Behold, are not all these that 
speak Galilaeans [the apostles see Acts 1: 11; 
13:31] And how hear we, every man in our own 
language wherein we were born? Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, and the dwellers in 
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Mesopotamia, in Judaea and Cappadocia, in 
Pontus and Asia, in Phrygia and Pamphylia, in 
Egypt and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and 
sojourners from Rome, both Jews and pros
elytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them [the 
apostles] speaking in our tongues the mighty 
works of God. And they were all amazed, and 
were perplexed, saying one to another, What 
meaneth this? But others mocking said, They 
[the apostles] are filled with new wine. But [the 
apostle] Peter, standing up with the eleven [the 
apostles], lifted up his voice, and spake forth 
unto them, saying, Yemen of Judaea, and all ye 
that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, 
and give ear unto my [the apostle Peter's] words. 
For these [the apostles] are not drunken, as ye 
suppose; seeing it is but the third hour of the 
day. but this is that which hath been spoken 
through the prophet Joel: And it shall be in the 
last days, saith God, I will pour forth of My 
S'pirit upon all flesh [conferred through the 
hands of the apostles]: And your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy [what follows here is 
the sermon of Peter, with the rest of the 
apostles] ••.• Now when they heard this, they 
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, Brethren [apostles], 
what shall we do? And [the apostle] Peter said 
unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto there
mission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. For to you is the promise, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him. 
And with many other words he [the apostle Pe
ter] testified, and exhorted them, saying, Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation. They 
then that received his [the apostle Peter's] word 
were baptized: and there were added unto them 
in that day about three thousand souls. And they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. And fear came upon every soul: and 
many wonders and signs were done through the 
apostles. 
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Spiritual Service 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

0 ur confusion over the word service goes 
back to the Latin stage of Bible transmis
sion. The Greeks spoke of latreia where the 

Latins used servitus. The English translations then al
ternate between "worship" and "service" when 
translating the same term. 

"Service" has a wide variety of English meanings 
one of which is performance of the commands of an
other. The Greeks had more precise definitions than 
English commonly makes use of. Because of our 
prior definition of English words when we come to 
the Bible, the variety used by translators in rendering 
latruein only confuses us. 

The English word service can be used both for 
secular actions and for religious actions. "Service" 
and "worship" can be used interchangeably, and we 
even have the term worship service. 

New Testament Greek words must be considered 
in the light of how those words were previously used 
by the Greek translators of the Old Testament. The 
translators used the verb doulein as a rendering of 
'abad both for serving people and for serving God. 
People were thought of as the servants or slaves of 
the God they serve. They could serve God just as 
they can serve the king. When the reference is to hu
man relations, the Greek translators always use 
doulein or its derivatives (Ex. 14:5, 12; 21:2, 6; 
Deut. 15:12, 18; Judges 3:8, 14; 9:28, 38). 

But latruein in its ninety occurrences as a render
ing for 'abad mostly has a religious reference (Ex. 
3:12; 4:23; 7:16, 26; 8:16; etc.). The exceptions to 
the deity being served are found in Deuteronomy 
28:4 7-48 (where because Israel will not serve the 
Lord they will serve their enemies) and in Daniel 
7: 14 where peoples, nations, and languages serve the 
one like a son of man (we are not here discussing the 
identify of this figure). 

Latruein may describe the worship of idols (Ex. 
20:5; 23:25; etc.) such a Molech or Baal (Lev. 
18:21; Judges 10:10). The derivative "idolater" 
(eidolalatres) occurs four times, and "idolatry" 
(eidola/atria) is seven times. 

Latruein means to serve by sacrifice in the Exo
dus narrative (Ex. 3:12; 7:16, 26; 8:16; 9:1, 13; 

10:3, 7, 8, 24, 26) for which cattle must be taken 
(Ex. 10:26). 

Latruein also means obedience to the voice of 
God. 

And now Israel, what does the Lord your God 
require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve 
[latruein] the Lord with all your heart and with 
all your soul, and to keep the commandments 
and statutes of the Lord, which I command you 
this day for your good? (Deut. 10:12-13). 

The service designated by this verb was not 
solely external but included the inner worship of the 
heart. ''And if you will obey my commandments 
which I command you this day, to love the Lord your 
God and to serve him with all your heart and with all 
your soul" (Deut. 11:13 ). 

Prayer is included. Daniel was found making pe
tition and supplication before his God (Dan. 6:11, 
16). 

Latreia, the noun derivative, occurs nine times. It 
describes the activities of the Passover (Ex. 12:25f.; 
13:5), the offering of various types of sacrifices 
Uosh. 22:27), and the sorts of work done in the 
Temple by the priests and Levites (1 Chron. 28:13). 

Augustine summarized: 

This worship then, which in Greek is called 
latreia, and in Latin "servitus" [service], but the 
service due to God only; this worship, which in 
Greek is called threskeia, and in Latin "relegio," 
but the religion by which we are bound to God 
only; this worship, which they call theosebeia, 
but which we cannot express in one word, but 
call it worship of God - this, we say, belongs 
only to that God who is the true God, and who 
makes His worshippers gods (City of God 10:1). 

These various motifs of the Old Testament carry 
over into the use of this verb and noun in the New 
Testament. Latruein occurs in twenty-one passages 
for the carrying out of religious duties. They describe 
serving God rather than serving one another. They 
do not refer to human relations. For this latter idea 
douloun, diakonein, or some other would be the 
more prominent. Latruein does not refer to secular 
services. 
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The words of the temptation scene and in 
Stephen's speech derive from the Old Testament 
(Matt. 4:10; Luke 4:8; Acts 7:7}. 

The ministry described in latruein can be offered 
to God or to heathen gods such as the host of heaven 
(Acts 7:42; Rom. 1 :25). It is a sacrificial ministry of
fered to the Lord (Acts 7: 7). It is the sacrificial minis
try of the priests at the tabernacle (Heb. 8:5; 9:9; 
10:2; 13:10). 

Latrein includes prayer and praise. In the temp
tation story, the word stands in opposition to 
proskunein which the devil demands (Matt. 4:10; 
Luke 4:8}. There was the unceasing fasting and 
prayer of Anna in the temple (Luke 3:3 7). Israel 
makes unceasing supplication for the fulfillment of 
the promises (Acts 26:7}. The martyrs serve God day 
and night in his temple (Rev. 7:15; 22:3}. 

The word also occurs in a general figurative 
sense for the whole conduct of life towards God. 
Zecharias awaits the opportunity to serve God 
"without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 
him all the days of our life" (Luke 1:74-75). Paul 
serves the God of the fathers (Acts 24:14), and he 
belongs to the God he serves (Acts 27:23). He serves 
God with clear conscience (2 Tim. 1:3}. The blood of 
Christ purges us from dead works to serve the living 
God (Heb. 9:14). The writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews calls on his readers to offer up acceptable 
worship with reverence and awe (Heb. 12:28). A 
new manner of life seems spoken of. 

Paul, referring to his mission work, affirms that 
he serves God with his spirit (Rom. 1 :9}. Paul con
trasts himself and the Christians with the Judaizers. 
He and they serve God in spirit (Phil. 3:3}; the 
Judaizers put confidence in the flesh. The Christian 
life is fashioned by the Spirit. 

The noun latreia derived from this verb occurs 
several times in the New Testament. Three of these 
speak of sacrificial ministry of Israel (Rom. 9:4; Heb. 
9:1; 9:6). But Jesus warned his disciples that those 
who killed them would think that they are offering 
service to God Uohn 16:1}. The verb prospherein 
(offer) in this passage is a verb of sacrifice (cf. Heb. 
13 :15). 

Finally, there is that admonition of Paul 's in Ro
mans 12:1 that Christians give their bodies as a liv
ing sacrifice which is their spiritual service. Chris
tians are to fashion their lives in a way that corre
sponds with the will of God. While the adjective 
logiken (cf. 1 Per. 2:2) and irs various English render
ings may perplex us, it is possible that Paul may be 
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making a contrast with charismatic worship and is 
calling for a rational and practical expression of wor
ship. After this admonition he returns to describing 
the manifestation of various gifts that Christians 
have. 

A person should not allow the limitations of the 
English words worship and serve and the variety 
translators have used in translating these words con
fuse him. Though all of life should be latreia when 
conducted in obedience to God, there were periods 
of worship designated by other terms that are a part 
of life but not all of it. Abraham was going to a place 
to worship as he went to sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 22:5}. 
Elkanah went to Shiloh each year to worship (1 Sam. 
1:3}. People entered the gates of Jerusalem to wor
ship Uer. 7:2; 26:2). Greeks came up to worship 
Uohn 12:20). The Ethiopian came to Jerusalem to 
worship (Acts 8:27; proskynein). Paul came to 
Jerusalem to worship God (Acts 24:11}. 

In my understanding, the person who argues that 
all of life is worship, and that he can be just as well 
off at the lake or on the golf course as he can be 
when assembled with his brothers is not taking Scrip
ture and his relation to God seriously. 
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Rest in Peace 

It was a "sweet sorrow" to receive a letter from .Thomas E.ldridge of Nashville infor~ing us that Pa~l 
Tucker has completed his journey through this vale of JOY, tears, and years, and IS now at rest m 
Abraham's bosom. Sorrow because Paul Tucker will be sorely missed, but sweet because of his noble ex

ample and present victory. 

Here is brother Eldridge's letter: 
Dear Brother Dobbs: 
On June 6, 2000 Brother Paul M. Tucker passed 
away. He was a faithful gospel preacher and a 
strong contender for the faith. 
I think his family would appreciate an article 
written about him. He was loved by many and 
only disliked by those who would pervert the 
truth. I am enclosing an article about him writ
ten several years ago. 
He preached at the Crieve Hall church for 37'/z 
years, and was instrumental in getting Tom Hol
land as the pulpit minister when he stepped 
down. He continued to reach and preach when 
needed. 
He was one of the finest men I have ever known. 
He left three legacies: his reputation as a faithful 
gospel preacher and two sons, Mark and Tim, 
who are very active in the Church. 
Tim is a missionary to Finland and Mark is ac
tive in the Church in Indiana. (Tim lost his wife 
in as auto accident last year, I believe.) 
Thank you in advance and keep up the good 
work. May God give us more preachers like Paul 
Tucker. God bless you in your work. 
Enclosed was a copy of a speech made by 
brother Tucker September 18, 1982 on the occa
sion of the celebration of his so•h year of preach
ing the gospel. It is a remarkable production and 
shows us the heart of this man of God. 
After recounting his early preaching experi
ences, brother Tucker told of the invitation for 
him to become an evangelist for the Crieve Hall 
church in Nashvi lle. He took up his duties with 
the Crieve Hall church, December 1962. In his 
Golden Anniversary sermon brother Hall said: 

All my life I coveted: the opportunity of help
ing build a church large in numbers, sound in 
the faith, aggressive in evangelism, missionary 
and benevolent in spirit, warm and loving in 
heart, tender in fellowship, and numerous in 
good works to God's glory. When I met with the 
elders of Crieve Hall church, Jere Williams and 
Dave Slaughter, and d iscussed the possibili ty of 
my coming to Crieve Hall, I not know all of 
these dreams would come true to the degree 
they have .... 

Only eternity could provide time and oppor
tunity to recite a ll the thrilling experiences at 
Crieve Hall. There have been some sorrows but 

many joys, a few thorns but many roses, a few 
valleys of discouragement but many mountains 
of ecstasy, a few negatives but many positives. 
All in a ll, it has been the most thrilling and re
warding work of my life .... 

I am debtor to my family. I am debtor to a ll 
the elders and congregations who have been gra
cious and considerate enough to call me to regu
lar pulpit work, to call me to many gospel meet
ings, to over fifty teacher training courses in 
many states, to fourteen colleges and C hristian 
schools that have used me in lectureships and 
specia l appearances, and have supported me 
with prayers, encouraging remarks, money, and 
in many other ways. This has enabled me to 
preach in thirty of our United States, and in 
Ivory Coast, West Africa, in London and in Bir
mingham, England, and a number of pulpits in 
Scotland, including the pulpit at Kirkcaldy for
merly used by Alexander Campbell. 

I am debtor above all to God for his saving 
grace, to Christ for his cleansing blood, and to 
the Holy Spirit for his enlightening truth, which 
I have tried to proclaim faithfully . ... 

I have some concerns for the future .... I am 
concerned because of an apparent lack of Bible 
study. Lack of Bible knowledge will destroy a 
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people. "My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). I am concerned about 
deteriorating morals and ethics. It becomes 
more and more difficult to separate the church 
from the world. I am concerned because of the 
apparent decrease in appreciation for the value 
of human life. There seems to be less and less 
appreciation for the proper roles of male and fe
male in society as defined by God's word .... 

Wherever the Lord may lead me in the future, 
I expect to teach and preach the word, and to 
fight the good fight. I expect to continue this as 
long as the enabling grace of God makes it pos
sible, and then to rejoice forever with all the re
deemed as we exclaim on heaven's bright shore, 
'The kingdoms of this world are become the 

kingdom of our Lord and His Christ; and they 
shall reign forever and ever' (Rev. 11:15). 

Reading brother Tucker's sermon helped me, and 
I pray that these excerpts from his lesson will help all 
our readers. 

He is gone to claim the crown of Life that is laid 
by for him. He, like an Old Testament worthy, "gave 
up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, 
and full of years, and was gathered to his people." 
That is, he lived a long, faithful, fruitful, and useful 
life, and is now gathered to those of like precious 
faith. As was said on the death of a great American 
Statesman, "He belongs to the ages." 

Resped for God's Word 
By Roy J. Hearn 

The Old Testament reveals that God is 
awe-inspiring. The New Testament presents 
God as a loving Father Uohn 3:16). However, 

we must not forget that he is also a God of wrath (2 
Cor. 5:10-11; Heb. 10:31). 

His name and his word are his representatives on 
earth (Psa. 111:9; John 12:48; Luke 10:16; Matt. 
10:40). We must revere both, for one cannot respect 
God without revering his word. Read the above pas
sages, and note the following: 

One must study the Bible with reverence. Re
member, God is its author (1 Thess. 2:13). It 
was not the product of mere men, but inspired 
men wrote as they were directed by the Holy 
Spirit, who was in turn directed by God and 
Christ Uohn 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-15). Everyone 
is required to abide by the words of the apostles 
(2 Thess. 2: 15). Neither time nor distance di
minishes its power. On one occasion when Jesus 
returned to Cana of Galilee a nobleman from 
Capernaum requested he come heal his son. 
Though some twenty miles away, Jesus spoke 
the-word and the son was healed. 

Jonah tried to escape from God, but could not. 
The Psalmist said if one were to ascend up to heaven, 
or descend to Sheol, or take the wings of the morn-
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ing, or dwell in the uttermost part of the sea, he 
could not escape the presence of the Lord (Psa. 
139:7-10). 

The Bible speaks for itself. In its pages we learn 
God says what he means, and means what he says. 
Leviticus 10:1-2 reveals that Nadab and Abihu pre
sumed to take the liberty to substitute strange fire 
for that ordered by Jehovah, and were consumed by 
fire. 

Achan presumed to disobey God and take some 
treasures at the conquest of Jericho. He and all his 
family and possessions were destroyed Uosh. 7). 

Kings 13 gives the account of a young prophet 
of Judah, who was sent to cry out against the false 
gods of Jeroboam. God gave specific instructions 
that he should not eat or drink in that place, and re
turn a different way from the way he went. An old 
prophet told him that an angel told him to bring the 
young prophet back to eat bread and drink water. 
"But he lied to him" (v. 18). The young prophet lis
tened to the old man's lie, went back in disobedience 
to God, and as a result lost his life. 

The Bible means what it says, otherwise one can
not know what it means. Of, course, figurative lan
guage must be properly interpreted. The Bible is its 
own best interpreter. Take all that is said on a given 
subject, using parallel passages. In this way obscure 
passages are made clear by simpler passages. 

The bible contains the oracles, or utterances of 



God {1 Pet. 4:11). The Word of God is our source of 
faith in him {Rom. 10:17). The Word is not to be 
perverted to prove some personal belief. By taking 
one passage alone or a part of a passage some seek to 
prove their personal beliefs. This is dangerous. 

Balaam was -called upon by Balak to curse the 
people of Israel. God told him plainly that he should 
not go. He was not pleased with that, and told 
Balak's messengers to wait "and I will see what the 
Lord will say more to me" {Num. 22: 19). Since he 
was determined, God told him to go ahead, but 
God's anger was kindled because he went. 

To try to explain away what God says and what 
he means, is to dishonor God. Some foolishly ratio
nalize to get baptism in water out of the plan of sal
vation, since it does not appeal to human reason. 
Likewise, many reason falsely to have grounds for di
vorce and remarriage for any cause, but the Bible al
lows for only one exception, fornication {Matt. 
19:6-9), to the indissolubility of the marriage cov
enant. 

The Bible furnishes us completely unto every 
good work {2 Tim. 3: 16-17). It furnishes all things 
that pertain to life and godliness {2 Pet. 1 :3). It is the 
perfect law of liberty by which we will be judged 
Games 1:25; 2:12; John 12:48). Nothing else is 
needed or allowed. The creeds of men cannot bring 
the blessings of God (Matt. 15:8-9; Gal. 1:6-11). We 
must be governed by the New Testament and noth
ing else {1 Tim. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:2). 

Can you imagine little children formulating regu
lations to govern the physical family? That is what all 
the conferences and conventions of men do! Instead 
of taking God's Word for its face value, they set it 
aside and draft creeds to govern God's family, which 
is strongly forbidden by God's Word. 

The Bible is adequate to teach us how to become 
Christians by obeying the gospel, believing in Christ, 
repenting of sins, confessing faith in Christ, and be
ing baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 
16:15-16; Acts 8:37; 2:38). 

No word of God can fail {Matt. 24:35; Josh. 
21 :44-45). It makes us wise unto salvation {2 Tim. 
2:15). Obedience is necessary (Matt 7:21-29). Tri
fling with God's Word is dangerous irreverence. Let 
everyone be encouraged to do what the New Testa
ment says in the manner God prescribes. That is the 
only infallibly safe course. 
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• Potpourri •.. 

In the July issue of "Potpourri" we copied from a 
Houston Chronicle news report a story about 
two girls, 13 and 15, in Willis, Texas. The report 

said a schoolteacher castigated the youngsters for 
bringing Bibles to a Saturday detention class. The girls 
did not have Bibles, but, according to the principal of 
the school, they had guidebooks showing how to use 
religion to disturb the education process. It was these 
books the teacher took from them and threw in the 
trash. The teacher was enforcing the rules governing 
such classes, according to the principal. 

It seems we have a twofold problem in our public 
schools. First, administrators and teachers are de
prived of the authority needed to maintain a learning 
environment in the classroom and disorderly stu
dents create confusion. School authorities must be 
given power and protection to do their jobs. Second, 
disrespect for God and his Word in many schools, 
amounting to an anti-Christian prejudice, and giving 
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rise to rambunctious and sometimes brutal behavior, 
also interfering with education, which appears to be 
the consensus of the NEA. 

Pagan Culture 
t?lGene Edward Veith (World, May 6, 2000, p. 

16) talks about the introduction of the worship of 
Sekhmet, an Egyptian goddess of fertility. He says 
that Genevieve Vaughan, a Texas oil heiress, visited 
Egypt and attempted to make a deal with Sekhmet. 
She came across a statue of the goddess and made a 
vow that if she became pregnant, she would build a 
temple in her honor. 

The temple was built in 1993 in Nevada on 22 
acres just off Route 95, the main highway between 
Las Vegas and Reno. Built by an all-female construc
tion crew, the temple is a gazebo-like structure with 
four doorways. Inside is the idol of Sekhmet, made 
of fiberglass. There is a full-time priestess- Wicca
devotee and former sex therapist Patricia Pearlman, 
who leads weekly rituals for 20 to 30 followers. 

The temple " is one of the few sights, worldwide, that 
are dedicated to the pagan way," said Sekhmet devotee 
Nancy Carl zen. Still, according to Veith, books coming 
out of a pagan, New Age, or Buddhist worldview take 
up far more space in the "spirituality" section of most 
bookstores than Christian titles do. 

As Christianity becomes less of a presence in the 
culture, the ancient pagan religions are rushing in the 
fill the void. 

Where Do We Go From Here? 
t?lNational Review (May 22, 2000) notices an evo

lution of gender relations on many university cam
puses. First, women's curfews were abolished. Next, 
dorms were rendered "co-educational" (and 
"sleepovers" accepted) . Soon, university health ser
vices distributed condoms; gay-advocacy groups were 
being given official sanction; and single sex bath
rooms were abolished. More recently unmarried men 
and women allowed to share the same bedroom in 
dormitories. Meanwhi le, observers may wonder 
about what comes next- Recognition of polygamists 
- fully equipped S&M chambers - employing 
comely work-study enrollees to cater to the needs of 
their less attractive, sexually starved classmates? 



The Horseshoe Crab Isn't a Crab 
@Chicago-based Episcopal renewal leader Todd 

Wetzel often tells audiences: "In no church services 
is more Scripture used than in the Episcopal church 
- but less likely to be understood and taken seri
ously" (Source: World, May 6, 2000). 

Family 
@As Spenser points out in his wedding poem, 

"Epithalamion," to begat a child is to beget an im
mortal soul, and parents' larger goal is to fit their 
children for heaven, "of blessed saints for to increase 
the count." 

Paul, the apostle, put it this way, "And, ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath: but nurture 
them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord." 

To help in that process parents teach their chil
dren God's Word, take them to church, make sure 
they get a godly education, and guide them through 
the big and small trials of life (see Deut. 6:7). 

Some folks are trying to re-invent the family. 
Why shouldn't men be allowed to marry men, and 
women be allowed to marry women, if that is their 
choice? Some ask, what business is it of the state to 
regulate people's sexual practices and living arrange
ments? If two people love each other, why shouldn't 
they have the legal benefits of marriage? 

The answer is that sex- by God's design- is a 
family value. That is, sex is designed to engender 
children. The state's interest in marriage has to do 
with the primal social function of bringing children 
into the world (Gen. 1 :22). 

If individuals are too busy gratifying themselves, 
the task of repopulating the earth could be taken up 
by the state, which could manufacture the workers it 
needs in a pipette and culture dish, raise them in 24-
hour day-care centers, and socialize them in 
parentless schools. 

"Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

In Case You Missed It 
@GLSEN (pronounced "glisten") is the Gay, Les

bian and Straight Education Network, a national or
ganization for promoting "gay rights" in schools -
including, according to its website, elementary 
schools. It is, of course, supported by contributions 
from large corporations (Kodak, American Airlines, 
Dockers Khakis) and taxpayers. It has, of course, the 
full backing of the public-employee and teacher 
unions, state legislatures, state governors both Repub
lican and Democratic, the academy, the judiciary, and 
the press. Strangely, though, this organization - as 

respectable as the unqualified support of all the estates 
of the realm can make it, swilling in money both pri
vate and public - does not care for the content of its 
"youth-only workshops" to be made known to par
ents. When two concerned fathers in Massachusetts 
covertly taped one of these sessions and sent the tapes 
to radio talk shows, they brought down on their heads 
the full fury of the state's liberal establishment. The 
fathers, Brian Camenker and Scott Whiteman, are 
now being sued by another (different, but just as lav
ishly funded) homosexual group and may also face 
criminal charges. All in the name of "tolerance," of 
course (National Review, July 31, 2000). 

The Ten What? 
tiiMore Supreme Court fights over civil religion 

may be on the way. The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Kentucky last week filed a federal lawsuit 
against the state of Kentucky over a Ten Command
ments monument that the state assembly plans to 
place outside the Capitol. T he assembly approved 
the monument as a substitute for proposals to man
date display of the commandments in the public 
schools. 

The 7-foot-high monument was once displayed 
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in an obscure corner of the grounds, but the assem
bly warehoused it in 1988 to make room for new 
building construction. The new plan is to bring the 
monument out of storage and place it near a floral 
dock, which is a tourist attraction. 

The assembly passed the resolution in April, be
fore a federal judge ordered copies of the Ten Com
mandments removed from two county courthouses 
and the Harlan County schools. The judge said the 
displays were attempts to use government to pro
mote religion. 

Meanwhile, a controversy brewing in Colorado 
could turn the motto "In God We Trust" into 
church-state fodder. The Colorado State Board of 
Education voted 5-1 this month to encourage public 
schools to display the motto, citing students' need to 
remember moral standards. "How long can we re
main a free nation if our youth don't have civic vir
tue?" asked board chairman Clair Orr, who pro
posed the recommendation. 

The board's lone dissenter, Gully Standford, 
cited the recent Supreme Court verdict banning 
prayer before high school football games as further 
evidence that the motto has less relevance in today's 
society. "In this pluralistic society, we must question 
the proclamation of one belief to the exclusion of an
other," he said. 
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Colorado board members hoped to avoid the legal 
battles that led to the high court's pre-game prayer 
ban by posing their resolution as a "recommendation" 
rather than a requirement. The Colorado American 
Civil Liberties Union said it will wait to see whether 
schools post the motto before deciding whether to file 
a lawsuit (Source: World, July 22, 2000). 

Porno 
!~>Jan Neidenfeuhr, mother of two, noticed at a 

local library two 10-year-olds perusing pornography. 
A librarian responded to the Texas mom's concern by 
citing a written policy stating the library was not re
sponsible for what children access on the internet. 
Rather than back down, Mrs. Neidenfeuhr rallied 300 
neighbors before the city council, which subsequently 
voted to install filtering devices (World, July 22, 
2000). 

Well - Who Should We Trust? 
@The American Civil Liberties Union discovered 

a feisty foe when it took on Topeka, Ks., resident 
Rita Cline. Despite a looming lawsuit, the 50-year
old county treasurer has refused to remove the "In 
God We Trust" posters from her Shawnee County 
Office. As the standoff continued this summer, sup
portive staff donned "In God We Trust" buttons 
(World, July 22, 2000). 

To Curse or Nof fo Curse 
@There was a time when the Federal Communi

cations Commission would respond to profanity and 
obscene language in the over-the-air media by, figu
ratively speaking, washing out the producer's mouth 
with soap. Television watched its language, even as 
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movies and pay cable cursed a blue streak. But lately, 
the language on broadcast TV has been getting 
cruder. Words that were once never to be uttered in 
public or in, as we used to say, polite company, have 
become commonplace in prime time, according to a 
recent study by the Parents Television Council. 

Does the church have its tongue cut out? "Thou 
shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain; 
for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain." 

AmericGn PGgGnism 
Ois America in a Third Great Awakening? Har

vard historian and psychologist Eugene Taylor thinks 
so. He doesn't see a revival of Christianity, though, 
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but the expansion of what his recent book calls a 
Shadow Culture, one with deep roots in American 
history. 

What Francis Schaeffer called the "Christian con
sensus" is gone, replaced by a cacophony of religions, 
therapies, traditions, and recovery programs all bid
ding to help people find fulfillment. "Hardly anyone 
in popular culture still seems to be chanting the guid
ing pronouncements of the past century that began 
with Nietzsche, who proclaimed that God is dead," 
Mr. Taylor writes. '~d while some of the ideas may 
have names derived from Asian religion or European 
psychology, the impulse is as American as apple pie. 

The shadow culture of today, Mr. Taylor claims, 
has a heritage that includes such people as Joseph 
Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, and Werner Erhard, each 
pushing the envelope his or her own way. What 
people recently called the New Age wasn't new at 
all. It simply meant that pagan belief systems were 
becoming part of a vast soup. 

Our ancestors toyed with mesmerism, transcen
dentalism, phrenology, and all sorts of folk beliefs 
and pseudo-sciences. Now we have feng shui, Zen 
meditation, psychotherapy, and Scientology. Add 
mass culture, modern psychology, and modern mar
keting; the result is today's civic culture. What once 
was marginal or regional is now considered main
stream and normal. 

Mr. Taylor applauds the development of this vi
sionary tradition in American life. While various 
ideas were once treated with skepticism, they slowly 
became normalized. What Taylor doesn't spend 
much time on is Christianity, which he paints in shal
low and often misleading terms. But his book is help
ful for understanding that modern paganism is not 
something inflicted on America from without. It 
grew from what already existed (Chris Stamper). 

Kudos 
OOmni Hotels is pulling the plug on its porno

graphic pay-for-view movies, becoming the first na
tional hotel chain to do so. "It's the right thing to 
do," Omni president James Caldwell said. 

Stinkpot 
OFord, GM, and Chrysler joined the recent 

trend of big corporations providing health care ben
efits for the partners of homosexual employees. The 
Big Three automakers claim this is a low-cost way to 
ensure new workers in a tight labor market (Source: 
World, June 24, 2000). Really? Active homosexuals 
are less than 3 percent of the population of America. 
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Uglll 
OAT&T has decided to carry the Hot Network, 

a pay-per-view channel that shows sexually explicit 
films on its cable television system. 

How much is it worth to Ma Bell to be trans
formed from a family-friendly company with a posi
tive image into a call girl that cares only about dollars? 
In the pursuit of ever greater profits, anything goes. 

Does AT&T think it has no responsibility to vic
tims of pornography, which include not only those 
who consume it but innocent children and women 
who are targets of sexual predators acting out what 
they have seen on television screens? 

When AT&T was founded, it carried the imprint 
of Alexander Bell's integrity (his interest was to serve 
the deaf). For many years the company was true to 
this high calling. Remember The Bell Telephone 
Hour? 

Now Steve Lang, AT&T spokesman, when asked 
about pornography by his company, says, "It's a 
product that appeals to consumers and makes us a 
more competitive provider of multi-channel video." 

Pornography transforms many men into sexual 
addicts, predators, and abusers. Visit the Web Site 
www. victimsofpornography. org for more informa
tion. 

Ted Bundy, executed serial killer, said, "I have 
lived in prison a long time now and I've met a lot of 
men who were motivated to violence just like me. 
And without exception, everyone of them was 
deeply influenced and consumed by an addiction to 
pornography" (Los Angeles Times Syndicate). 
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rukl 
0 Homosexuality is perfectly normal. It is not ob

jectionable or unhealthy in any way whatsoever. It has 
absolutely no connection with pedophilia. Profes
sional psychological and psychiatric associations have 
ruled that homosexuality is not sufficiently abnormal 
to be pathological or diagnostically relevant. Anyone 
who publicly voices opinions different from these is 
guilty of incitement to violence and brutality. Thus, in 
summary, the opinion of the Canadian Broadcast 
Standards Council, ruling on complaints received 
about Dr. Laura Schlessinger's radio show. The old 
joke is of a man advanced in years who says: "In my 
grandfather's time, they used to hang buggers. In my 
father's time, they put them in jail. Now it's legal. I 
hope I die before they make it compulsory" That day 
is almost upon us (National Review, June 5, 2000). 

lor Sale 
0 There is a profitable market in America today 

for dead baby bodies, and parts and pieces of those 
bodies. You can get $600.00 for an "intact embry
onic cadaver" ... up to $150.00 for the liver (unless it 
is significantly fragmented) ... up to $75.00 for the 
eyes. Partial-birth abortion allows the baby to be al
most completely born alive, and then its skull is 
punctured and its brain sucked out. The dead body 
of the baby brought almost to full term and then 
murdered when all but its head has been delivered 
brings top dollar, because the heart, thymus gland, 
and various other organs and tissues are more devel
oped and in "good" condition .. The synonyms for 
"ghastly" come to mind: "grim, grisly, hideous, lurid, 
frightful, revolting, petrifying, horri_fying, terrible, 
appalling, and mind-boggling. 

How far we have descended into the hell of total 
moral degradation is illustrated by Camille Paglia's 
(author, critic, educator) statement: "My thinking 
tends to be libertarian. That is, I oppose intrusions of 
the state into the private realm -as in abortion, sod
omy, prostitution, pornography, drug use, or suicide, 
all of which I would strongly defend as matters of free 
choice in a representative democracy.,, 

Home of the free and land of the brave you say? 

Not Bad 
0 Kathleen Parker (Chicago Tribune, July 26, 

2000) raises the question: "Who are we to judge?" She 
answers, "We are the parents, adults, and moral stan
dard-bearers of our homes, schools, cities, and states, 
not to mention a pretty large chunk of what remains 
of Western Civilization. It was once understood that 



moral absolutes exist independent of subjectivity. If 
we don't know what those are any more, we'd better 
figure them out and soon. Someone has to judge, or 
there wont be anything left worth judging." 

Mythology 
®Roger DeHart, a biology teacher at Burlington

Edison High School, Seattle, Wash., (World, June 24, 
2000) was fired for teaching science and truth. The 
School Administration imposed draconian restric
tions, and sought to distribute old, outdated informa
tion. DeHart was expected to teach the exploded idea 
that life erupted from a primeval soup, the fable of the 
peppered moth, and delusions about vertebrate em
bryos. When he refused to present these proven false
hoods, he was fired. Kevin Haley, a biology professor 
at Oregon Community College, was dismissed for 
exposing flaws in evolutionary theory. The reason 
Roger DeHart and Kevin Haley were fired is that they 
helped students weigh the evidence and think criti
cally. 

To Repeal 
Alexander Campbell, seeking to encourage a 

preacher in Louisiana who was under attack, wrote: 

The fiercer the storm the sooner it passes away. 
The hotter the war the sooner over; and the more 
ferociously the truth is opposed the sooner it tri
umphs over its enemies. The enemies of the truth 
never yet fairly met it. There is no fair play on the 
part of error. I have long since settled in my own 
mind that no errorist can either reason or act 
fairly: for if he did he would soon get rid of his 
errors. There is, therefore, no honesty but in cov
enant with truth. All errorists are of necessity dis
honest men. They cannot help it. Were they to act 
honestly they could not be errorists! (Quoted in 
the book, Bound to Slavery, pp. 60-61). 

Word Play 
C?> John Leo of U.S. News & World Report says that 

40 students at the State University of New York, Al
bany, protested the use of the word picnic to describe 
an event honoring baseball's great Jackie Robinson . 
The students charged racism, claiming picnic origi
nally referred to lynching of blacks. Leo points out 
that it is a 17-century French word for a gathering in 
which people bring their own food. The university's 
affirmative action director, Zaheer Mustafa, agreed 
with the students, and posters for the event were 
changed to call it an "outing." After homosexual stu
dents objected, the event was publicized without a 
noun indicating what was going on. "Don't ask, don't 
tell" is not just for the military any more. 

Pity the Children 
{iiCommenting on Vermont's judicial edict that 

the legislators create something equivalent to mar
riage for gays and lesbians, Mark Steyn observes that 
forty years of experiments in "redefining" marriage 
and family, and forty years of studies of those experi
ments, lead to the clear conclusion that redefining is 
disastrous, especially for children. The evidence is in 
and the general rule is that single parent children and 
children of divorce are much more likely to end up 
out of school, or on drugs, or in jail, or all three. And 
of course academic research is not fine-tuned to reg
ister the other unhappiness they experience. But, as 
Steyn notes, one thing leads to another. "Given that 
heterosexuals redefined marriage to provide easier 
opt out clauses, it's no surprise that others have used 
that wedge to create opt in clauses." His description 
of the upshot of all this may be slightly exaggerated: 
"Meanwhile, a generation of American children has 
learned to keep its suitcase packed and a bundle of 
change-of-address cards on hand. ... On Sunday 
Junior's with Mommy and her lesbian wife, Monday 
with Grammy and Grampa from Mommy's first, 
non-gay marriage, Tuesday with Mommy's gay bio
logical sperm donor, Wednesday with Mommy's 
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lesbian's egg donor's boyfriend, Thursday with his 
turkey baster's manufacturer's ex-wife, Friday with 
his shrink. And, if the shrink's not enough, he can 
join the rest of the most medicated generation of 
children in U.S. history on his daily dose of Prozac 
and/or Ritalin, which seems t9 work pretty well, at 
least until the day the kid forgets to take it and guns 
down his schoolyard." 

Bluing a frail 
OThe Canadian Parliament has passed Bill C-23, 

which changes about seventy federal laws in order to 
put same-sex marriages on the same legal basis as 
common-law marriages. It was fought by the Centre 
for Cultural Renewal and other groups who pointed 
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out, inter alia, that the best research indicates that 
common law has come a cropper and is a flimsy 
foundation for the attempted legitimating of homo
sexual unions. But it was pushed through with al
most no debate by the very illiberal Liberal govern
ment that demanded a party-line vote. The name of 
the new law is apt: An Act to Modernize Obligations 
and Benefits. "But you :promised!" she protested. 
"Forget it, baby. Promises have been modernized." 

Go Je 
OOn the website of the United Ministry at Har

vard and Radcliffe there is a warning to new students 
about "certain destructive religious groups" that are 
not part of the United Ministry. Such groups are pros
elytizing, sometimes claim "a special relationship to 
God," and lead to "ego destruction, mind control, 
manipulation of a member's relationships with family 
and friends." "All the members of the United Minis
try," on the other hand, "are committed to mutual 
respect and non-proselytization. We affirm the roles 
of personal freedom, doubt, and open critical reflec
tion in healthy spiritual growth .... We're here to help 
you have a healthy, happy experience of your own 
spiritual journey while you're here at Harvard." And 
Jesus said, "I have come to help you have a healthy, 
happy experience of your own spiritual journey " 

Right rrarlc 
OThe Houston Chronicle (Aug. 6, 2000) reports 

that in a conference of the "world's evangelistic Prot
estants in Amsterdam, Netherlands, a paper called 
The Amsterdam Declaration insists "Christ is the one 
and only Savior of the world" and rejects liberal 
trends in Christianity. 

The statement is a bold step in the right direc
tion. It will upset Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and athe
ists, but is correct no matter who may protest by 
chanting and shouting. 

Acts 4:11-12: "He is the stone which was set at 
nought of you the builders, which was made the 
head of the corner. And in none other is there 
salvation: for neither is there any other name 
under heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we must be saved." 

We only hope these evangelistic Protestants will 
take themselves seriously and look more closely at 
what the new covenant says. about belief, baptism, 
and salvation (See Mark 16:16). 

We stand ready to welcome as the children of 
God all who have been born of the water and spirit 
(See John 3:5). 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: How was Christ made "righteousness" 
for us? (1 Corinthians 1:30.)" 

Answer: The verse, alluded to in this query, 1 
Corinthians 1:3 0, reads: "But of him are ye in Christ 
Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption. " 

He is the means of righteousness, that is, it is 
through him we are enabled to receive the blessings 
of righteousness - the blessings which come to us 
through a life of righteousness. It is in this sense that 
we receive "the gift of righteousness," not righteous
ness itself, but that which righteousness bestows. 

Righteousness is right-doing - the keeping of 
God's commandments (Psa. 119:172). Neither here, 
nor elsewhere, in the sacred writings, is the denomi
national doctrine (lately espoused by some brethren) 
of imputed (transferred) righteousness taught. One 
might as well argue, from 1 Corinthians 1:30, that 
the wisdom of Christ is transmitted to the sinner in 
conversion, as to argue for a transference of righ
teousness (Rom. 5: 17). The "gift of righteousness" is 
salvation. 

The blessings of righteousness are received 
through faithful compliance with the will of the Lord 
and through obedience to his commandments, and 
not through some mysterious bestowal of merit 
which the Lord possesses. 

We must remember that justification does not 
obliterate the history of sin in life; it simply releases 
the sinner from its guilt. Paul, ever mindful of the 
great grace he had experienced, was never without 
the consciousness that he had persecuted the church 
of God and wasted it (1 Tim. 1: 12-17). Pardoned, 
saved, justified, acquitted, no longer under the guilt 
of sin, it remained for him, through faithful adher
ence to the Lord's will, to exhibit personal righteous
ness, right-standing, with God. So it is with us. 

The blessing of salvation is through Christ. He is 
the means of righteousness (1 Cor. 1:3 0), through 
him we receive "the gift of righteousness" (Rom. 
5 : 17), we are accepted by him when we work "righ
teousness" (Acts 10:34-35) through unswerving alle-
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giance to his will as set out in the New Testament. 
We must distinguish between a righteousness im
puted (credited) to us because we are in a right rela
tionship with God through obedience to his will, and 
a righteousness which Christ (through his submission 
to the will of the Father), is alleged to have trans
ferred to us. The former, the New Testament clearly 
teaches; the latter is Calvinism. 

There is a vast difference between not imputing 
guilt and in conferring merit. A pardoned criminal is 
no longer regarded as guilty of the crimes which led 
to his arrest and conviction, but he is by no means a 
valuable citizen simply because he has been par
doned! 

Righteousness is right-doing. To be righteous, 
one must do right. We do right when we keep the 
commandments of the Lord. 

Freed Hardeman Lectures 
Questions and Answers, p. 174 
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- England -
Mildenhall - Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-2 10101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

- Alaska -

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh 
Miller, preacher. 

- Colorado -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

- Florida-
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, usc Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Charlie T. Garner, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

- Ala bama -
Jacksonville - Jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from j acksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

T uscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

- Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request it when you order. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400, jWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Melbourne - Church of North Melbourne, 
3215 Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 
6 p.m. Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-3325. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

- Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main Sr., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke Sr., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven -Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

- Missouri -
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington - Sunnyvicw Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill Sr. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p. m. (919) 
977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 

- Ohio -
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Centml (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878·1162. 

- Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Cari"9 & ShariJ19 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full In formation 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751· 
2444 or Barry Grider, minister. 

Mr. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

- Texas -
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of"Chrisr, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

New Testament Conversions 
by V. E. Howard 

This 13·chapter series on conversions in the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. A 
study of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: "What must I do to be saved?" 

Paperback, 151 pages. 

$ 3.95 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (28 1) 492-1219. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351·4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10,10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • jprophet@republlc.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 

September 2000 
Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803 . 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wyoming -
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th Sr., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concern in(; the re lationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. 804 pg., hardback 

$15.00 
plus $3. 75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 ·Damon, TX 77430 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.00 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
ce.pted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Buda/Kyle Church of Christ, 13-yr-old congre
gation, is looking for experienced, seasoned 
minister for a 125-member church in expanding, 
semi-rural community 15 mi. s of Austin, TX. 
Auditorium seats 200; building paid for in 2 years 
. Currently without elders, but have had elders in 
the past and are hopeful of the prospect for new 
elders. Candidate should be doctrinally sound with 
the ability to motivate and teach as well as being 
outgoing and evangelistic. Offering competitive 
salary/ benefits depending upon experience and 
qualifications. Send r~sum~ to 3650 Jack C. Hays 
Trail, Buda, TX 78610; office@budakyleofc.org.; 
website www.budakylecoc.org 

Bilingual preacher for small congregation (20). 
House and utilities furnished. Will need to raise 
support. For info: Dan Wright, 1201 Harrison, 
Leadville, CO 80461; (719) 486-8304. 

Congregation approx. 70 seeking experienced, 
sound, mature evangelist. Large 3-bd home with 
utilities and salary provided. Contact Roland 
Nichols at (870) 574-2235 or Alvin Swain (870) 
574-2476. Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ, Rt. 
4, Box 161A, Camden, AR 71701 

Evangelist sought: Debt-free congregation with 100 
members needs energetic motivated man with 
evangelistic experience, committed to spiritual 
growth and nourishment of its members. Three 
bedroom home plus salary and benefits provided. 
Spanish speaking a plus. Send r~sum~ and recent 
sermon tape to the Search Committee, Santa Paula 
Church of Christ, 276 West Santa Paula St., Santa 
Paula, CA 93060. searchcommittee@netzero.net 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 17 5 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide -special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send r~sume to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Christ, 4120 Missouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you:Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Preacher/evangelist wanted for 60-member, self
supporting New England congregation. Experience 
preferred, with degreein religion/Bible preferred. 
Must be doctrinally sound. Salary and 4-bdm house 
provided. Reply to South Road Church of Christ, 
69 South Rd., Farmington, Cf 06032 Attn. Tom 
Washington, email: tommie.washington@espn.com 
(860) 521-3896 

Youth/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be marded, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 

university or preaching school. He will be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (2Q9) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Congregation of SO members in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-rime minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation av. 20 
attendance, town size 3,600. Will supply 6-bdrm 
house, utilities, $400/month. Additional support 
needed. Applicants must be sound in teaching, 
preaching, ministering to the body and the lost. 
Position available June 1. Send resume, references, 
and tape (audio or video) of recent sermon and 
family photo to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, 
P.O. Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send r~sume 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providi?g 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of Its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 

Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send resume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Preachers Available 
Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books on Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1997), The Godhead (1998). Limited 
quantity of The Godhead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuidon. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Looking for debate books for personal study. If 
you have any to sell or donate; contact Jim Taylor 
(303) 799-4664, booboos@uswest.net 

Questions 
and Answers 

Open Forum 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Freed· 
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

add soe s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • R 0. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430 • 800.572-3619 
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Evangelism Made Simple 
a three-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 

•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to DO IT! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher's manual w i th lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!- $7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher 's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
September 2000 

Christian Fellowship - 1998 
ed. Michael Hatcher ... Fellowship is a wonderful and precious 
gift from God, one that we often do not fully appreciate or un
derstand. Realizing that we can have a oneness and unity with 
God is almost impossible to comprehend. Then there is the fel
lowship and unity we share with brethren. False doctrines and 
practices destroy true fellowship. All aspects of fellowship are 
discussed in this volume as well as false teaching (book re
views included) on the subject. The withdrawal of fellowship is 
also discussed. hardback 602 pages ........ ..................... $14.00 

Leadership- 1997 
ed. Michael Hatcher ... Leadership is vital to every area of our 
lives. In the Lord's church, our leader is Christ. In individual 
congregations there must be good leaders to carry out the 
instructions of our Lord. This book is presented to help 
leaders of the church become great leaders. The principles of 
leadership as well as the work of the elders and deacons is 
discussed, because of the importance of this important and 
needed subject. hardback 431 pgs . ................................. 14.00 

Preaching God Demands - 1996 
ed. Michael Hatcher ... "Paul quotes Isaiah saying that the 
feet of those who preach are beautiful ... because of the 
message which they bring ... the message of salvation .... It is 
the preacher's privilege to p roclaim this message of salvation. 
The faithful preacher realizes that 'it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe' (1 Cor. 
1:21 ). Through the Bible, God gives instruction relative to the 
work of preaching and the message of the preacher .... We 
send forth this book with the prayer that it will aid preachers in 
the great work which they are endeavoring to perform. We 
also hope that it will help elders, deacons and every member 
of the Lord's church to understand the important work of 
preaching the matchless glories of God and the Bible." 
hardback 351 pgs . ............................................................ 14.00 

$3.50 shipping and handling per book 
add 50¢ for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 •1-800-572-3619 
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Orthodoxy vs. Original Christianity 
By Alexander Campbell (deceased) 

0 rthodoxy is my doxy, and heterodoxy is 
your doxy, said one Scotch Rabbi to an
other. These two doctors were the proto

types of all the Rabbis of the present theological 
schools. Still, there is right thinking and there is 
wrong thinking. But as no man ever was temporally, 
spiritually, or eternally saved, by right thinking 
alone, the merits of the controversy have very much 
waned. We have known some persons of almost ev
ery theological school in our country, pronounced 
orthodox, who gave indubitable proof that they were 
on the broad road to utter and eternal perdition. 

Still, there is a virtue in thinking right, more in 
believing right, and more in doing right. Thinking 
alone, or believing alone, never saved any one. 
Truth, whether abstract or concrete, is always better 
and safer than falsehood. But so long as a man may 
have "the form of godliness" and "deny the power of 
it," it becomes every man of good sense to see that 
what he admits to be the truth, controls his own life. 
The Pharisees were more orthodox than the 
Sadducees, yet they were equally opposed to Christ 
and to his religion. Some Calvinists live as do the Ar
menians, and some Armenians live as do the Calvin
ists. There is, therefore, no more of salvation in ei
ther theory than there is of life in a perfectly em
balmed Egyptian mummy. 

But, to approximate nearer our object in this 

essay. We, as a community, are represented, or rather 
misrepresented, as not evangelically orthodox. I as
sume to have some knowledge of orthodoxy and of 
our community, and some knowledge of all the 
prominent communities in our age and country. I 
will, therefore, give my opinion of true evangelical 
orthodoxy, in all that pertains to the Christian pro
fession in our own day and in our own generation. 
The sequel may, perhaps, justify this undertaking. 

The assumed evangelicals of the Protestant par
ties now extant amongst us, believe and teach the 
doctrine of "original sin," "total depravity," "condi
tional or unconditional election," "effectual calling," 
"justification by faith alone," "particular or general 
atonement," "imputed righteousness," "persever
ance of the saints through grace to glory," and "fu
ture rewards and punishments." Assent to these dog
mas, qualifies a man for admission into our most or
thodox churches, themselves being judges. 

Now, it must be conceded, that while some of 
these words are found in the Christian Scriptures, 
yet, as phrases and technicalities, there is not one of 
them found in the whole volume. No, not one of 
them. They are, one and all, ecclesiastic and partisan 
scholasticisms, generating strifes, schisms, seditions, 
and heresies. 

No one, that apprehends the literal meaning and 
import of the words and phrases above enumerated, 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Road Rage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

While driving my car one fine day I saw 
3 or 4 drivers acting like fools. Each 
one was trying to cut the other one 

off, changing lanes in radical disregard for the 
life and limb of other drivers, coming close to · 
colliding, making obscene signs with loud horn
blowing, and behaving like wild-pigs under a 
persimmon tree in full fruit. I shook may head 
and thought, How utterly stupid. 

\. 
' ' 

J 
I 

One wit said, "No amount of learning can cure stupidity," be
cause, as Karl Krus said, "Stupidty gets up early." It is generally 
true that a person at his wits end did not have far to go. 

Road rage has caused automobile crashes, pain, crippling inju
ries, and untimely death. It is outrageous. No man or woman, out 
of control and given to wild and furious driving should be allowed 
on even the byways of America, much less the highways and free
ways. 

It is out-and-out insanity for a person at the wheel of a power
ful automobile to operate the car in a way that endangers others 
and imperils self. Road rage is downright dumb, and those who 
give vent to it are unspeakably criminal. 

Tooling on down the road I began to wonder, Do we have on 
the narrow road that leads to life such travelers as road-rage driv
ers? Is there a lesson to be learned by those who are seeking the 
road that leads to life? 

It is no advantage to be reckless or insensitive, but it is obvious 
that on the Highway to Heaven there are some furious drivers. 
Some men, parading under the banner of preaching the truth, 
have presented their message as if it were a hatchet in the hands of 
Lizzie Borden. Anybody who got in the way was given forty 
whacks. They professed to be preaching a gospel of salvation from 
a caring Creator, but sounded as if they were saying to their listen
ers, "I'll be glad when you are dead and in hell." 

Is it so hard for us to understand that we are sheep in the midst 
of wolves and therefore must be "wise as serpents and harmless as 
doves" (Matt 10: 16)? When dealing with wolves, we must act like 
doves - not werewolves. These, of course, are figures of speech, 
but teach the transforming power of kindness and love. 

In talking to the lost of the earth it is imperative to be as gener
ous, kind, and considerate as possible. If our attitude is to rip and 
tear, we shall not long endure. 

To be thoughtfully friendly in trying to teach the unwashed the 



truth of the gospel is not evil, but is spiritual. To attempt to attract 
people to Christ by beating them up is unreasonable. To be courte
ous and open when trying to teach the saving gospel is obviously 
wise- to be otherwise is unChristlike. 

That said, we must also point out that it is even more ridicu
lous to have a demeaning attitude toward our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Wheri a spirit is born from above Gohn 3:5}, that soul is 
in the famous family of God. Within that holy relationship there 
must not be the attitude "if-you-do-not-line-up-with-me-I'm-go
ing-to-bash-your-head-in." 

Cain killed Abel - brother killed brother. The culprit was 
Cain - not Abel. It is obviously absurd to think that Abel is the 
enemy and Cain is the hero. When we shoot our fellow-soldiers in 
the back on the firing line, the battle is surely lost. 

It is mean-spirited to say that if my brother does not agree 
with me on every point, then I am going to smear my brother. I 
will have nothing to do with him. He can go to hell. I will not sit 
with him on the same bus (airplane), nor in the same pew, nor be 
on the same lectureship with him. 

A brother may be wrong, but he is still a brother. Paul did not 
cut Peter's head off because Peter refused to eat with Christian 
gentiles. He rebuked him to the face, but did not refuse to be on 
the same lectureship with him. 

How dumb can we get? 
The sea-beast and the land-beast, under the direction of the 

Dragon, seek to ruin all heavenly hope. Our attention must be fo
cused on the enemy. 

For the whole law is fulfilled in o ne word, even in this: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another (Gal 
5:14-15). 

Then Abner called to j oab, and said, Shall the sword devour 
for ever? knowest thou not that it will be bitterness in the latter 
end? how long shall it be then, ere thou bid the people return 
from following their brethren? (2 Sam 2:26). 

And one shall snatch on the right hand, and be hungry; and he 
shall eat on the left hand, and they shall not be satisfied: they 
shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm (Isa 9:20). 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you jealousy 
and strife, are ye not carnal, and do ye not walk after the manner 
of men? For when one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of 
Apollos; are ye not men? (1 Cor 3:3-4). 

For ye bear with a man, if he bringeth you into bondage, if he 
devoureth you, if he taketh you captive, if he exalteth himself, if 
he smiteth you on the face (2 Cor 11:20). 

Let us not become vainglorious, provoking one another, envy
ing one another (Gal 5 :26). 

But if ye have bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory 
not and lie not against the truth James 3:14). 

Whence come wars and whence come fighting among you? 
Come they not hence, even of your pleasures that war in your 
members? Ye lust , and have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot 
obtain: ye fight and war; ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, 
and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend (it) in 
your pleasures. Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of 
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the world is enmity with God? Whosoever there
fore would be a friend of the world maketh him
self an enemy of God Uames 4:1-4). 

Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth; 
and he said Sibboleth; for he could not frame to 
pronounce it right: then they laid hold on him, 
and slew him at the fords of the jordan. And there 
fell at that time of Ephraim forty and two thou
sand Uudg 12:6). 

And if a house be divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand (Mark 3 :25). 

Let us walk becomingly, as in the day; not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and jealousy (Rom 
13:13). 

Hey, guys, don't you know who the enemy is? 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Orthodoxy 
vs. Original Christianity 
(continued from page 1) 

and the meaning of the word belief, or believe, can, 
grammatically or evangelically, say that he believes 
any one of them. He may assent to them as correct 
abstractions of sound theologians; but if his salvation 
depended on it, he cannot say, I sincerely and truly 
believe them, unless with the mental reservation or 
equivocation, that he believes them, on the testi
mony of men, to be sound doctrines. 

Testimony and faith are correlates, but doctrine 
and faith are not. "Doctrines" are appropriately said 
to be apprehended, or assented to; not believed, as 
such. They may be admitted as sound deductions 
from Scripture premises. Indeed, the word "doc
trines" is but five times found in the New Testament, . 
and in cwery case it indicates the teachings of men 
and demons. 

Doctrines of devils we once have, { 1 Tim. 4:1) 
and that is a mistranslation; for it should be "doc
trines of demons," such as the Roman doctrine of 
saint worship -the invocations of the "holy Virgin" 
and the dead saints. This Paul calls the " worship of 
demons" - the spirits, or ghosts, of dead persons. 

In the proprieties of speech, testimony may be 
believed or disbelieved, and propositions and doc
trines maybe assented to; but no man of good sense 
and good education, unless in quotations from other 
men, can say he believes a doctrine, any more than 
he obeys a promise, or hopes in a threatening. But 
having long since, and on sundry occasions, exposed 
these sophisms and improprieties to the conviction 
of thousands, I proceed to justify o~r community 
from the charge of heterodoxy, in the currency of 
Protestant Christendom, in its most approved forms. 
I care not personally, nor even socially, for the repu
tation of orthodoxy, or the charge of heterodoxy, 
from those who are regular dealers in this trade, or 
merchants of such commodities. But there are good 
and candid men, of some of our best Protestant de
nominations, much imposed on by the knavish tricks 
of some of our boastful orthodox neighbors; of 
which I know no one more conspicuous or meritori
ous than a certain Dr. Rice, of St. Louis, of Lex
ington memory, and a certain Mr. Graves, of Nash
ville notoriety. These men have long been feasting 
themselves and their implicit admirers on my hetero
doxy, with such a pleonasm of epithets as even to dis-



gust their more sensible, enlightened, and honorable 
brethren. I am not about to unsheathe the sword of 
vengeance, and make martyrs of error of either of 
these theological heroes. Vengeance belongs to the 
Lord, and he will take care of me and of them. But 
for the sake of thousands of good Presbyterians, and 
myriads of honest and veracious Baptists, I wish, in 
"my foolish way of boasting," as Paul once said, to 
show, that in the judgment of their own good mas
ters and most learned Rabbis, I am more really "or-

. thodox" than any one of them. If they presume to 
doubt this, or think they can sustain themselves, we 
say to them that we will give them page for page in 
our issues, provided only, they equally and honor
ably give, or guarantee me, equivalent space in their 
denominational organs. We fear no such men· face to 
face, in fair, and open, and manly discussion. They, 
like ghosts, are terrible only in the dark. But that 
they may have something to begin with, I will furnish 
them with a few positions, or views of our peculiar 
orthodoxy. 

Proposition I. A person is, in Holy Writ, said to 
be justified by grace, by Christ, by blood, by knowl
edge, by faith, and by works. 

Proposition II. A person is said to be saved by 
grace, by faith, by baptism, by the Lord, by endur
ance to the end. 

Proposition III. No Scripture, given by inspira
tion of God, affirms of imports that any man is saved 
by any one act, thought, volition, word or work, ex
clusively, either on his own part or on the part of Fa
ther, Son, or Holy Spirit. 

Or, to give equal terms and positions to both 
sides, we affirm that no man is justified, sanctified or 
saved, by any one principle; thought, volition or ac
tion, separately and distinctly from every other con
dition or statement made in the inspired writings. 

This may suffice for one occasion. A discussion 
on any one or all of these positions will, no doubt, 
contribute to public edification, and to the detection 
and exposition of very serious misconceptions and 
injurious misrepresentations. There is a very gross 
misconception and consequent misrepresentation of 
our views and teachings on these very fundamental 
and important matters, by these officials, as I learn 
from my correspondence with some distinguished 
persons, of both Baptist and Pedobaptist prejudices. 
We are very grossly misrepresented by "some of the 
watchmen" on some of the tottering walls of their 
partisan dons, and yet, strange to tell, we have 
amongst some of them men who award to us as 

much of orthodoxy and sound views as they claim 
for themselves. There are matters of practice, arid of 
a more elevated piety and humanity, in which they 
fully concur with us, and in which they sympathize, 
without giving their names or their pledge. There is, 
just now, a great shaking in the valley of dry bones, 
and not many years, perhaps not many months, may 
pass away, before some strange events will happen. 

Meantime, my faith in God's grace, in Christ's 
person, sacrifice and intercession; in the illumina
tion, sanctification, and consolation of the Holy 
Spirit, is not inferior to the soundest man amongst 
them; and I presume to say, that I know something of 
all the good points, and something of all the bad 
points, of the systems of such men as Messrs. Graves 
or Rice, and am prepared, at any time, God opening 
the way, to prove all that I have assumed, either with 
pen or tongue just whenever and wherever we may 
agree to discuss such matters 

It is for a very material change, a restoration, or a 
reformation of the institutions of the church and the 
Christian ministry, that I aim, and not for any 
neology, or for any of the prescriptions of the men of 
the 16th; 17th, or 18th centuries. The first century, 
Christ's life, sacrifice, resurrection, ascension, glori
fication, second coming; Christian baptism, the 
Lord's day, the Lord's supper, the communion of 
saints, piety, humanity, and the conversion of the 
world, are our darling themes; and to the elabora
tion, discussion, and maintenance of these we invite 
attention, solicit discussion, trusting in God, and 
fearing no opposition from any quarter. 

Millennia/ Harbinger 
1853, pp 166-9 
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(Brother V.P. Black is what we may sometime call "a preacher's preacher." He is intelligent, capable, and dedi
cated. When he speaks, we should listen. Brother Black has been preaching the saving gospel for more than sixty 
years. He knows whereof he speaks. We thank him for allowing us to print the following piece from his talented 
hand and enlightened mind.) 

Changes I Have Seen 
By V. P. Black 

T here is not anything wrong with the word 
change. In my sixty-two years of preaching, I 
have seen some good changes. We have better 

buildings and better heating and better cooling. We 
no longer use one container nor two containers to 
serve the cup of the Lord to hundreds of people. 

I have also seen some disturbing changes. I have 
seen, in many preachers, a change in attitude toward 
the power of the gospel. The Bible places great em
phasis upon the power of the gospel. I have seen the 
gospel change the town's drunk into a sober 
God-fearing man. I have seen the gospel change the 
wife-beater into a loving husband. I have seen the 
gospel break habits that seemingly were unbreakable. 
I have seen the gospel change those who once hated 
the church into faithful members of the Lord's 
church. Paul emphasized the fact that the gospel is 
God's power to save. But many seem to be-ashamed 
of it and have perverted the gospeJ into another gos
pel, which is not another gospel (Gal. 1:6-10). 

I have seen a change in attitude toward distinc
tive preaching. When I was a young man, the preach
ing we heard was distinctive, and that was when the 
church was making tremendous growth. Much of the 
preaching being done today in our pulpits could be 
done in any denominational church or Buddhist 
temple or Shinto Shrine. Much of the so-called 
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preaching being done today is made up of secular il
lustrations and human interest stories. There is no 
power to save in these fables. 

One must not just tell Bible stories, relate human 
interest stories, nor read a verse and then forget it. 
True Bible preaching is the explanation and applica
tion of Bible doctrine. Anything else is just speech 
making. 

All preachers, elders and teachers should observe 
the rules that God gave to Joshua, who was to lead 
God's people: 

Only be strong and very courageous, to observe 
to do according to all the law, which Moses my 
servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the 
right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have 
good success whithersoever thou goest. This 
book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, but thou shalt meditate thereon day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to do according 
to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt 
have good success Uoshua 1:7-8). 

Rule one: Observe to do according to all the law. 
Rule two: Turn not from it to the right hand nor 

to the left. 
Rule three: The book of the law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth. 
I have seen a change in much of the preaching 

that is being done in our pulpits. Much of the 
preaching is a mistaken attempt to render a service to 
the people at the expense of serving God. Telling 
people what they want to hear instead of telling 
them what they need to hear. When Paul preached to 
Governor Felix and his wife Drusilla, he preached to 
them about righteousness, temperance and the judg
ment to come. This was not what Felix wanted to 
hear, but it was what he needed to hear. 

There may be a strong temptation for many to tell 
people what they want to hear instead of what they 
need to hear. "For do I now persuade men , or God? 
or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I 
should not be the servant of Christ" (Gal. 1:10). 



I have seen a change in attitude toward fellow
ship. The pioneer restoration preachers were willing 
to sacrifice opinions to have unity. There is a mindset 
on the part of some in the church, that if one does 
not understand every verse in the Bible as he under
stand it, he has no fellowship with him. This is radi
calism and it is. a dangerous thing. There must be bal
ance in our preaching. It is a shame that there are 
those in the church who conduct themselves in such 
a way that they are referred to as the extreme right 
or the extreme left. Why can't we just stay in the 
middle of saving truth as revealed to us in the Bible? 

I have seen a change from conservatism to liberal-

ism. That liberal attitude that teaches I am saved; you 
are saved; and just about everybody is saved. A man 
was playing golf with his minister and asked the 
preacher to talk to his wife. The preacher asked why? 
The man replied that his wife belonged to a denomi
national church, and lie would like to see her con
verted. The minister said, "She is safe where she is." 

When one preaches a gospel that is so thin that it 
holds nothing, teaches nothing, and propagates 
nothing distinctive, that man needs to be converted 
because he is in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity. 8115 Bridgewater Trace 

Montgomery, AL 36117 
Fp 

Other Sheep 
By M. F. McKnight 

Some teach that Jesus has sheep outside his fold. 
They use John 10:16 and Mark 9:38-40 to 
"prove" their position. The following is my 

exegesis of these scriptures:. 
'~d other sheep have I which are not of this fold: 

them also must I bring and they shall hear my voice, 
and there will be one fold and one shepherd'' U ohn 
10:16). Jesus knew that there were many Gentiles 
who would hear, believe and obey. him. They were 
the sheep of another fold. 

In Matthew 10:6 Jesus sent his disciples out with 
instructions to "Go not into the way of the Gentiles 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 

Jesus died not for our sins only but for the sins of 
the whole world (1 John 2.2). In Mark 16:16 he 
said, ·"Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." Acts 2:47 tells us that he adds to the 
church daily those who should be saved. 

Jesus promised to unite Jew and Gentile in one 
fold under one shepherd. He did that in the church 
which is His body (Eph. 1:21-23). Ephesians 4:4 
tells us that there is but one body. Ephesians 2: 14 
says that he broke down the middle wall of partition 
between us Uew and Gentile) for to make of himself 
of twain one new man. Jesus says that He is the door 
to the sheep fold and the good Shepherd U ohn 
10:7-11). The church is mentioned 109 times in the 
New Testament. It is called "the church" 101 times. 

It is never called "a church." "If any man speak let 
him speak as the oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4: 11). 

And John answered him saying, master, we saw 
one casting out devils in thy name, and he fol
lowed not us; and we forbad him because he fol
lowed not us. But jesus said, forbid him not; for 
there is no man which can do a miracle in my 
name that can lightly speak evil of me, for he 
that is not against us is on our part (Mark 
9:38-40). 

"Casting out devils in thy name" means with his 
authority. This shows that he did it with the approval 
of God. 

John 10:30 shows that there is perfect unity be
tween the Father and the Son. The man in Mark 
9:38-40 obviously was one of the disciples but not 
one of the apostles. There were many disciples but 
only twelve apostles. 

In Luke 10:1-9 Jesus sent out seventy who were 
empowered to work miracles. Colossians 3: 17 tells 
us to do all in the name of the Lord. This means to 
do so with his authority. Man made denominations 
had not been invented at this time. They came along 
centuries later. Read Matthew 7:21; 15:9; 15:13. 

I make no claim to scholarship. It matters little 
whether you agree with me or not. But we must 
agree with God for that has eternal consequences. 
May God richly bless you. 1758 State Highway 351 

Abilene, TX 79601 
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Three Paradises 
By Hugo McCord 

T he word paradise is derived from the "Old 
Persian pairidaeza, enclosure" (Webster). 
Among "the Persians" a paradise was a grand 

enclosure or preserve, hunting-ground, park, shady 
and well-watered, in which wild animals were kept 
for the hunt; it was enclosed by walls and furnished 
with towers for the hunters (fhayer, 480). 

In the Hebrew the word was pardes, "garden, 
park" (Davidson, 632). In the Greek the word was 
paradeisos, simply meaning "paradise" (B-G-D, 
614). The Bible tells of three Paradises. 

The Garden of Eden 
Moses wrote that God planted a garden in a place 
called "Eden," and he gave clear information that 
Eden was in ancient Mesopotamia, present day Iraq 
(Gen. 2:10-14). Two of the four rivers irrigating 
Eden are still known to geographers: The Tigris and 
the Euphrates. Civilization thus had its start in the 
Mesopotamian valley. 

The name "Eden" ('eden, from 'den, meaning to 
live luxuriously) means "pleasantness," and since ev
erything the Lord had made was "very good" (Gen. 
1:31), the Garden of Eden must have been delight
ful: no thorns, brambles, thistles, diseases, decay, and 
death. Out "of the ground Yahweh God caused to 
grow every tree pleasant to see and good for food" . 
(Gen. 2:9). So it is no wonder that the translators 
(LXX, they are called) of the Greek Old Testament 
called the garden "paradise" (Gen. 2:8). 

Two of the trees not only produced edible food 
but also had miraculous power. One of them was 
"the tree of the knowledge of good and evil," and 
the other was "the tree of life" (Gen. 2:9). Of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil Adam and 
Eve were not to eat (Gen. 2: 17). Their sin caused 
them to be ejected from the garden, which also cut 
them off from the tree of life, of which they could 
have eaten and have lived "forever" (Gen .. 3:22). 
The Garden of Eden has long since disappeared, and 
so the story of the first Paradise ends in sadness. 
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The Place of Comfort 
Thus the first Paradise was a physical garden, where 
Adam and Eve lived temporarily. The second Para
dise is a non-physical "place of blessedness above the 
earth" (B-G-D, 614), but it is not the "heaven of 
heavens" (1 Kings 8:27) where God is (Psalm 139:8; 
Acts 7:49). 

After the ."spirit" of Jesus (Luke 23:46) left his 
body on the cross and went to "Paradise" (Luke 
23:43) for "three days and nights" (Matt. 12:40), he 
had "not yet ascended to the Father" ijohn 20:17). 
Since it is certain in P~radise he was not suffeiing, it 
is reasonable to say that he was in a place of comfort 
(cf. Luke 16:25). Unless there are two places of com
fort for the souls of righteous people, then 
"Abraham's bosom" (Luke 16:22) is another name 
for Paradise where Jesus was. Furthermore, a third 
name for Paradise is "the third heaven," where it ap
pears that Paul went miraculously in A.D. 43, and re
turned to the earth, having "heard unutterable 
words, not lawful for a human to speak" (2 Cor 
12:2-4). 

The Heaven of Heavens 
Not only does the Bible speak of Paradise being a 
physical garden on the earth in Adam's day, and of 
Paradise being an intermediate waiting place of com
fort for the souls of the righteous before Jesus' sec
ond coming at the end of the world (2 Pet. 3,:10-12), 
but also of Paradise being the "heaven of heavens" 
where God is (1 Kings 8:27; Psa. 139:8). "To the one 
who overcomes," says Jesus, "I will give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God" (Rev. 
2:7). 

Thus heaven is pictured as a restored Garden of 
Eden. The "tree of life," on "both sides of the water 
of life (clear as crystal)," is in the restored garden 
"bearing twelve fruits monthly" (Rev. 22: 1-2). The 
curse placed on the original garden of Eden (Gen. 
3:17-19) will be gone forever, for in "the Paradise of 
God" there "shall be no curse any more~ (Gen. 3:17-
19; Rev. 2:7; 22:3). 
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Requiem for Nashville Jubilee 
By J. E. Choate 

Jullilee 1997 

In 1997 some 13,000 people filled the new sports 
arena in Nashville to hear Max Lucado deliver 
the opening keynote message for Jubilee. Four

teen bill boards were placed at strategic entries into 
Nashville. This was a publicity effort for the first re
ligious event to convene in the polished steel dome 
in the "Athens of the South." 

The claim was made that Jubilee 1997 would be 
the greatest single event sponsored by area churches 
since the 1922 Hardeman Tabernacle meetings. 

A radio devotional which Lucado preached in 
Lubbock, TX got to Nashville before he did. Lucado 
preached the "sinners prayer" - that a believing sin
ner need only to pray to God to be saved. 

The Nashville media had a field day with Jubilee 
'97 saying that the churches of Christ were dividing 
into Jubilee and anti-Jubilee churches. 

What Rubel Shelly (and other Jubilee leaders) 
thought would be their finest hour became some
thing entirely different. The Jubilee "brain trust" had 
envisioned that Jubilee would become the one great 
single annual homecoming of the churches of Christ 
from around the world. 

The Jubilee corporate board planned another Ju
bilee in the polished steel and glass pleasure dome to 
prove their critics wrong. 

Jubilee 1998 
Jubilee 1998 can never be forgotten. Jeff Walling was 
the keynot~ speaker. He was introduced by Harold 
Hazelip. And the people who came filled only the 
main floor and one tier of seats on one side while 
thousands of empty seats soared away to the roof. 

At the last evening session of Jubilee 1998, Jeff 
Walling was on stage with a newly dug grave, a 
shovel, and a coffin symbolically bearing the mortal 
remains of Nashville Jubilee, Inc. Brother Walling 
planned to make a mockery of the prediction of Jubi
lee detractors that Jubilee was dead. Sensible people 
do not go for this kind of silly stuff. Who will ever 
forget that last evening of Jubilee when the invitation 
hymn was led by a woman backed up by two mixed 
singing choirs with the sound of instrumental music 
filling the two-thirds empty arena? 

Jullilee 1999 
Jubilee was not buried just as yet. It was moved back 
in 1999 to the Nashville Convention Center with the 
smallest attendance of all previous Jubilees. That old 
tieless and tireless change agent, Lynn Anderson, was 
the keynote and went through the motions as his 
words bounced off the walls of this commercial 
warehouse. It was indeed a sad time for the Jubilee 
patrons still unwilling to accept the death of the 
Nashville Jubilee Inc. It would take one more Jubilee 
to put the handwriting on the wall that the "pink 
rabbit" was out of gas. 

Jullilee 2000 
Not a single advertisement was run in the Nashville 
news media prior to Jubilee 2000. Two short news 
items prior to Jubilee were printed in the daily Nash
ville Tennessean, and a suburban newspaper. The last 
day of Jubilee on Saturday carried four shallow col
umn on two pages The article was written by Ray 
Waddle, the Tennessean religious editor. The first 
caption read: "Jubilee chance for churches of Christ 
to regain sense of holiness." The second caption on a 
continuing page read "Churches of Christ debate 
identity." Pray tell where along the way did the 
churches Qf Christ lose.their sense of holiness? David 
Lipscomb believed Scripture defined the identity of 
the church that Jesus Christ built. 
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Ray Waddle reported that about 5,000 visitors 
were in town for the annual Jubilee. I attended the 
Thursday and Saturday morning sessions in the Con
vention Center, and the Central Church of Christ and 
McKendree Methodist church right around the cor
ner where the famed Hardeman Tabernacle sermons 
were preached 78 years ago in the old Ryman Audito
rium. I can make a reasonable estimate of the daytime 
attendance because I was there. There were 29 morn
ing classes meeting in separate class rooms, and two 
classes meeting on the open convention center floor. 

I looked in on some of the classes, and attended 
thr~e. I calculate that a high total estimate would be 
600. A high estimate of the number present for 
classes on the convention floor could have been 
around 200. The combined evening attendance 
should have been considerable, if the membership of 
the supporting churches attended. Instead of 5 000, 
the number of 1000 would be an inflated figure. 

The Jubilee Axiom 
The axiom is that the "whole of anything is equal to 
the sum total of its parts." At this juncture, the parts 
of all Jubilees since the first meeting of the Nashville 
Jubilee, Inc., in 1989 are brought into focus that we 
may see the sum total of all Jubilees past. Steve Flatt 
was not present, but a full page advertisement wa.s 
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placed in the printed program. Lipscomb University 
had its annual exhibit on the floor. Two Lipscomb 
University Bible faculty were on program, Gary 
Holloway, Director of Graduate Bible; and Mark 
Black, Lipscomb Bible teacher arid minister of the 
Donelson Church of Christ, a major supporter of Ju
bilee. Mac Lynn, retired chairman of the Lipscomb 
was slated to be on Jubilee. 

The Madison and Antioch churches 
dropped financial support of Jubilee. 

It is of interest that Ken Dye, founder of the 
Hendersonville Community church, was on the Jubi
lee program. Doug Varnado was forced to quit the 
Lipscomb University faculty because of plans for the 
Hendersonville Community church to make instru
mental music a part of the worship 

The Strangest Part of Jubilee 2000 
It was unthinkable, in my opinion following Jubilee 
1999, that Lipscomb Bible faculty would ever be on 
Jubilee again, but they were. All Steve Flatt had to do 
was to tell the faculty that it was not in the best inter
est of the university, or for them, to be on Jubilee 

I attended the classes taught by Mark Black, Gary 
Holloway, and Doug Foster. Mark Black delivered a 
lecture straight out of the pages of the "Third Wave 
Pentecostalism" tailored to fit his scheme of things. 
But what always gets next to me is that the traditional 
churches of Christ ·are made the butt of jokes and 
laughter. Mark subscribes to the notion that churches 
of Christ are just one more denomination. But the 
strangest part of all came with the classes jointly 
taught by Gary Holloway and Doug Foster that the 
churches of Christ form a late modern American de
nomination tied to their Stone-Campbell heritage. 
They went through the "song and dance" of tracking 
the neo-modern Church of Christ from a sect to a 
denomination to a movement. 

Postscript 
Not only was Nashville Jubilee 2000, the most 
poorly attended of all previous Jubilees, so was the 
Lipscomb Summer Lectures which had the smallest 
attendance since 1946. There is a correction and a 
solution. Would my neo-modern brethren stop talk
ing "half in the language of Ashdod, and half in the 
language of the Jews." 

It may take Jubilee 2001 to convince the Jubilee 
board of trustees that indeed the old gray goose is 
dead- they are slow learners. 37141fl Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville~ 1N 37215 
Fp 



~Think~s are rare-good thinkers are still more uncommon. Worship, service, body, and spirit were among 
the ttems dtscussed by the venerable Robertson Whiteside - a good ·thinker - in discussing the possibility of 
fatal apostasy. The following article gives much food for thought - if that is not too much of a strain.) 

The Body an Instrument 
By Robertson Whiteside 

There is an inward man and there is an outward 
man. "Though our outward man is decaying, 
yet our inward man is renewed day by day." 

(2 Cor. 4:16). Our spirits can communicate with 
eachotheronly through the instrumentality of our 
bodies. 

The inward man is the responsible part of man. 
God makes the inward man responsible for the ac
tions of the body. "Present your bodies a living sacri
fice, holy, acceptable to God, (which is) your spiri
tual service" (Rom. 12: 1). "Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey the 
lusts thereof: neither present your members unto sin 
as instruments of unrighteousness; but present your
selves unto God, as alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto God" 
(Rom. 6:12-13). 

[Is not] the hand that murders a man responsible 
for the bloody deed, or is it merely an instrument. 
And so of the tongue when it slanders. 

Some religionists contend that the spirit of a re
generate man never sins - that the sins committed 
by a child of God are sins of the body, in which the 
spirit has no part. This effort at argument is made in 
the interest of the doctrine of the impossibility of 
apostasy. 

How the spirit can remain pure and guiltless while 
the body murders and engages in debauchery has 
never been satisfactorily explained. Such an idea is 
repugnant to common sense and contrary to the 
teaching of the Bible. The doctrine implies that the 
spirit, full of love for the enemy, seeks to do him good, 
while the body, full of hate, murders him; that the 
spirit, pure and holy, can seek the conversion and sal
vation of a person, while the body, full of lust, seduces 
and accomplishes the moral ruin of the same person. 

If a man who believes such did not show decided 
traces of sanity along other lines, we would believe 
that he should be locked in a padded cell where he 
could do neither himself nor another any harm. 

The spirit is the responsible part of man. It is that 
which lifts him above the animal and makes him a 
responsible being. Just how the spirit of a sinner is 
responsible for what he does and the spirit of a 
Christian is not responsible for what he does is be
yond comprehension. 

Suppose we admit, for argument's sake, that ev
ery sin committed by a child of God originates in the 
appetites and passions of the flesh, that by no means 
frees the spirit from responsibility and guilt. The 
flesh may lust, but the purpose and plan to gratify 
that passion are formed in the heart. It seems as dear 
as daylight to me that God makes the spirit respon
sible for what the body does. 

Read again Romans 6:12: "Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal bodies, that ye should obey the 
lusts thereof." Here Paul addresses the intelligent, re
sponsible part of man, some part of man distinct 
from the body is made responsible for what the body 
does. That, of course, is the spirit of m~n. To that 
spirit he gives a charge over the body: "Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal body." 

If, then, the spirit allows sin to reign in the body, 
the spirit disobeys God, and, therefore sins. The lan
guage shows plainly that when the spirit yields and 
allows the body to sin, the spirit is obeying the lusts 
of the body instead of God. Can any one think for a 
moment that the spirit which obeys the lusts of the 
flesh Instead of God can be guiltless? In this same 
chapter (R<?m. 6:6). Paul says to these same brethren: 

Know ye not, that to whom ye present your
selves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye 
are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or 
of obedience unto righteousness? 

The desire for certain things may grow out of the 
fleshly propensities, but the purpose to gratify that 
desire is formed in the heart. 

Jesus said: "Every one that looketh on a woman 
to lust after her hath committed adultery already 
with her in his heart" (Matt. 5 :28). The sin of the 
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heart comes first. If the Bible said nothing more on 
this point, any thoughtful person would recognize 
this truth. But hear Jesus further: 

For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, railings: these are the things which de
file the man (Matt. 15: 19-20). 

For from within, out of the heart of men, evil 
thoughts proceed, fornications, thefts, murders, 
adulteries, coverings, wickedness, deceit, lasciv i
ousness, an evil eye, railing, pride, foolishness; 
all these evil things proceed from within, and 
defile the man (Mark 7:21-23). 

That settles it. Every conceivable sort of sin 
comes from the heart - from the inward man. Add 
to the foregoing what is said in James 2:1-4: "My 
brethren ... do ye not make distinctions among your
selves, and become judges with evil thoughts?" 

Does the body or the spirit do the thinking? 
Settle this in your mind, and you will have no trouble 
in determining whether the spirit sins. 

Adam was a son of God (Luke 8:38), and yet he 
sinned and fell. The Baptists bear witness to the fact 
that his spirit sinned. But, contrary to their plea that 
the spirit of a child of God cannot sin, these advocates 
of the impossibility of apostasy argue that Adam's 
body and spirit became totally depraved by his sin, 
and that this depravity of body and spirit passed to all 
his posterity. And thus these advocates of the impossi
bility of apostasy, these who claim that the spirit of a 
child of God cannot sin base their doctrine of the de
pravity of the body and spirit on this assumed univer
sal apostasy. Can anything be more contradictory? 

The body is the instrument through which the 
spirit acts either for good or bad. Only through the 
body may the spirit while tabernacling here manifest 
itself. The members of the body are not responsible, 
but they may be used by the spirit as instruments of 
either sin or righteousness. 

For as ye presented your members as servants to 
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity, even 
so now present your members as servants to 
righteousness unto sanctification (Rom. 8: 19). 

Herein is the spirit's responsibility; and in the 
way it uses these members of the body is seen either 
its glory or its shame; and this use determines the 
spirit's standing with God. Hence, Paul affirms: "For 
if ye live after the flesh, ye must die; but if by the 
Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live" (Rom. 8:13). 

It would be needless to say to a thoughtful per
son that Paul does not here refer to the death of the 
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body, for that will die, no matter how you live. Nor 
does he affirm that the spirit of an alien sinner will 
die if he walks after the flesh, for the spirit of the 
alien sinner is already dead. He here speaks of the 
spirit of the child of God: that will die if it allows the 
flesh to dominate. 

"Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is 
without the body; but he that committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own body" (1 Cor. 6:18). This is a 
striking passage when allowed to speak in its own 
language, though few passages have been more 
abused. It teaches that the body is not the responsible 
agent in sin - "Every sin that a man doeth is with
out the body." "Without the body," "exterior to the 
body," "beyond the body." See the lexicons of the 
Greek adverb ektos, here used with the force of a 
preposition. Look at the different translations. 

I heard a good brother quote Paul thus: "Every 
sin that a man doeth is without the body but the sin 
of fornication" I was amazed. Paul said no such 
thing. Read again what Paul said. Paul's doctrine is 
that, while every sin that we commit comes from the 
spirit and not the body, as Jesus also taught, there are 
some sins (and here he mentions specifically the sin 
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of fornication) that are against the body - that is, 
they are hurtful to the body. While all sins defile the 
spirit, there are some sins that hurt the body. The 
body is not the responsible part of man in sin, but 
such sins as fornication, drunkenness are hurtful to 
the body. 

It is seen that the doctrine that the spirit of a re
generate man never sins, though the body does, is di
rectly in opposition to the word of God. 

The doctrine itself becomes an excuse for sin and 
gives comfort to a person who sins. Any doctrine 
that excuses sin or gives a man any feeling of comfort 
while he indulges in sin is of the devil. 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service" 
(Rom. 12: 1). 

Instead of spiritual the King James Version has 
reasonable. But the word reasonable has been greatly 
abused. It is true that the word frequently means fair, 
equitable, as when we speak of a reasonable price; 
but that is not its meaning here. Certainly Paul did 
not pass judgment on God's requirements and rec
ommend them to the brethren on the grounds that 
he considered them fair and equitable. 

The word spiritual comes closer to Paul's mean
ing; at least, it is freer from the possibility of being 
misunderstood. Hence, to present our bodies a living 
sacrifice is a spiritual service, or worship. 

It is spiritual because every act of acceptable obe
dience comes from the heart, or spirit. We obey from 
the heart (Rom. 6: 17), and every transformation in 
conduct comes from renewing the mind (Rom. 
12:2). The spirit serves through the instrumentality 
of the body. 

One frequently hears and reads such expressions 
as "external ordinances" and "carnal ordinances," It 
is easy to see to what such writers and speakers refer, 
but it is hard to know just what they mean by "exter
nal" and "carnal" when applied to anything pertain
ing to Christianity. As every act of obedience must 
come from the heart, there can be no such thing as 
an "eternal" or "carnal" ordinance in the religion of 
Christ. 

When I was a young man, I heard a preacher 
raise the question: "How can baptism do the soul 
any good? For the water does not touch the soul." 
Immediately other questions occurred to me: "How 
can the Lord's Supper do the soul any good? Do the 
bread and wine touch the soul? Where does he think 
the soul is anyway?" 

I grant now that that was not such an elegant line 
of thought, but the questions occurred to me then as 
a complete answer to the preacher's question. If 
these preachers think that a service is external or 
fleshly because the body is engaged in it, then every
thing about service to God is external and fleshly; for 
there is not one command of God that a person can 
obey without the use of the body in some way. If we 
sing or pray, we use the members of our body in ex
pressing our praises or our desires. Of course, if the 
heart is not in what we do, it is a fleshly perfor
mance, and if it is a fleshly performance, it is also a 
hypocritical performance. 

We cannot minister to the sick or help the needy 
without the use of our bodies, and yet that is a spirit
ual service, as all will admit. However, if our heart is 
not in what we do, it also is a fleshly performance, 
and, therefore, hypocritical. Baptism also would be a 
mere fleshly performance if our heart were not in the 
act. When a baby is sprinkled for baptism, so far as 
that baby is concerned, it is wholly a fleshly per
formance; for if it has any mind about it at all, it pro
tests against the performance. But the baptism of a 
person who is sincerely trying to bring his life into 
harmony with God's will is a spiritual service in the 
highest degree. 

Think on these things. 
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The Things That Are Lacking 
By Randy Reagan 

For this reason I left you in Crete, that you 
should set in order the things that are 
lacking, and appoint elders in every city as 

I commanded you (Titus 1:5). 
There are some important items to note from 

this short verse. 
1. Congregations did exist in the first century 

without elders - it is not unscriptural to have a con
gregation which has no elders. 

2. The congregations in Crete without elders did 
not have things in order. Paul says they were lacking 
- congregations that do not have elders are lacking. 
God wants things done "decently and in order" (1 
Cor. 14:40). Having things in order is important. 

3. Titus was to appoint Elders in every city. This 
was Paul's solution to the congregations which did 
not have things in order and were lacking. 

Over the years, I have been associated with many 
congregations which did not have elders. The only 
thing I can imagine worse than a congregation with
out elders is a congregation with unqualified elders. 

Never should we assume that for the sake of hav
ing Elders, we overlook any of God's qualifications 
for the office of elder. 

Some congregations lack Elders because they 
have no desire for elders. They are not trying to 
groom men to aspire to the office. They are satisfied 
to conduct the Lord's business in the same manner 
their grandfathers did. 

Brethren may say, "I used to have a voice in this 
congregation before we had elders," or "Every con
gregation I have ever been associated with who ap
pointed elders had trouble," or "No elder is going to 
tell me what to do," or "My family has kept this con
gregation afloat for years!" 

These attitudes are obviously in contrast to the 
Word of God and should never be felt by Christians. 
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God did not put into place a democracy called the 
church. Jesus is King over us and he reigns (Matt. 
2:6; 1 lim. 6: 13-16). 

Paul says that things were not in order and were 
lacking in the churches without elders. 

What are local congregation without elders lack
ing? 

1. They are lacking leadership. Acts 20:28 says, 
"Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood., 1 Peter 5:2 says, "Shepherd the 
flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, 
not by compulsion but willingly~ not for dishonest gain 
but eagerly. 

2. They are lacking someone to watch over their 
souls. Hebrews 13:17 says, "Obey those who rule 
over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for 
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them 
do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you." And Acts 20:29-30 says, "For I 
know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from 
among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves." 

3. They are lacking someone to take the lead 
against error and dissension within the body. Titus 
1: 10-11 says, "For there are many insubordinate, 
both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 
circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole households, teaching things which they 
ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain." 

Can a congregation exist without Elders? Sure it 
can. Should a congregation go on year after year, de
cade after decade without elders, or working to de
velop and appoint elders? 

The answer is obvious. 
God wants his people to work diligently to train 

young men to be elders, our young women to desire 
to be elder's wives. 

Let's aspire in every congregation to "set in order 
the things that are lacking." 
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Who Is Keeping the Sabbath? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

A high profile politician who is an Orthodox 
Jew claims to keep the sabbath. He says he 
walks four miles on Saturday to synagogue 

worship and in his house no electricity is used for 
cooking. He is correct in thinking the Jewish weekly 
sabbath was Saturday, which is contrary to popular 
religious belief that the sabbath for today is Sunday. 

The Senator is a Jew and the sabbath was given 
only to Jews and never .to Gentiles. Sabbath keeping 
on earth is not bound on any race, but if it were yet 
God's plan it would be for the Jews only. The cov
enant was not made "with our fathers, but even us, 
who are here alive this day" (Deut. 5:3). In this cov
enant was the sabbath command which was in re
membrance of their deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage (Deut. 5:15. Also, see Neh. 9:13-14). 

Do any Jews, Adventists, Seventh Day Church of 
God keep the sabbath holy as it was done in the Old 
Testament account? Then no work was done and 
when this was violated there was a death penalty. 
The Lord said, "Six days may work be done; but in 
the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord: 
whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath day, he 
shall surely be put to death" (Ex. 31: 15). 

There is an example of the death penalty in ac
tion as recorded in Numbers 15:32-36. This is not 
done today. The rabbis cannot negate this command 
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to allow governmental and servile work. Further
more, on every sabbath there was a command to of
fer an animal sacrifice as a burnt offering. "And on 
the sabbath day two lambs of the first year without 
spot, and two tenth parts of flour for a meat offer
ing, mingled with oil, and the drink offering thereof: 
This is the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside 
the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering" 
(Num. 28:9-10). This is not practiced today- not 
even by the most orthodox of orthodox Jews. On 
the seventh day they could travel "a sabbath day's 
journey" (Acts 1:12), :which was less than a mile and 
not four miles, or 2,000 paces or cubits. 

No person or group is keeping the sabbath as it 
was under Moses. But it is not necessary to do so be
cause this command is part of a Law that has been 
abrogated. This was done at the death of Jesus on 
the cross (Col. 2:14; Heb. 10:9-10; Gal. 3:24-25). 
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(In the following article brother Littrell takes a profound subject and makes it understandable. The piece is 
technical but it will be worth your while to work your way through it. You will find valuable information to 
help corr~ct the false teaching that there is only one person in the God-nature, or that Jesus was a created being. 
Thank you, brother Littrell.) 

The Godhead 
By Harold Littrell 

It is generally agreed that there are three persons 
in the Divine Being. Jesus speaks of both the Fa
ther and the Holy Spirit. This truth is much 

more clearly presented in the New Testament than it 
is in the Old. 

In Genesis 1:1-3 it is evident that the Godhead 
was active in the creative process. In John 1:1-3 and 
Hebrews 1:2,10 it is confirmed that the Word, Jesus, 
had a role in creation. 

In Genesis 1: 1 we read, "In beginning Elohim 
created the heavens and the earth." Elohim is the 
Hebrew word for Gods, plural. El is the word for 
God, singular. 

Throughout the Old Testament the term Elohim 
refers to the Godhead. At times it is in construct 
form, and often with pronominal endings - elohenu 
for "our God"- see Deuteronomy 6:4-5. · 

When the Greek translation of the Old Testa
ment was made, Elohim was rendered by the singular 
theos. That has been followed generally by transla-
tors and revisers. . 

This writer's translation of the Old Testament (if 
it is the Lord's will that it be finished) regularly angli
cizes the Hebrew word, Elohim, with appropriate 
footnotes to explain. 

Also this writer is using Jehovah, with footnotes 
to give the meaning and background of the term. 

In the Hebrew of the Old Testament the phrase, 
"The Lord our God" is from Jehovah our Elohim. In 
the Greek translation of the Old Testament the word 
"Jehovah" was regularly written Adonai, Lord. 

It is quite likely that this was done because the 
Jews had earlier substituted "Lord" for Jehovah, in 
reading. The third of the ten commandment Law 
was, "You ~re not to take the name of Jehovah your 
Elohim in vain." 

So, to keep from taking the name in vain, the 
Jews substituted Adonai - Lord - for it. 

The Masoretes developed a system of vowel 
points and added them to the words to preserve· the 
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pronunciation of the Hebrew text. (Hebrew is a con
sonantal language all consonants- no vowels.) 

When they came to the word Jehovah (the four 
consonants of the word being yod, hay, vav, hay) 
they put the vowel points for Adonai, and they read 
it, "Adonai ... Lord." 

There is no certain proof of when this began, but 
it seems to have been started in the second century 
BC; and it was continued through the ninth century 
AD. In fact, according to some sources it was not 
completed Until the fifteenth century. 

While the vowel pointing preserved pronuncia
tion, it may have created some very serious problems 
relating to the meaning of some of the words, for it 
locks in a certain meaning which may or may not be 
the one intended by the Spirit. 

For example, the two Hebrew letters making up 
the word "God" ·are aleph and lamed. That same 
word is used as an adverb, "do not," "let not." It is 
also "no," "not." In addition to that, it is a demon
strative pronoun, "these," "those." Also, the same 
word is a preposition, "to," "toward." 

This is true of many other words in the Hebrew 
text. The context is the guiding indicator to the spe
cific meaning in a passage. One can see that some 
problems may arise due to the vowel pointing. 

We are left without information about how the 
word Jehovah was pronounced, before it was given 
the pronunciation of Adonai - "Lord." 

The "I am" (aleph, hay, yod, hay) used by God to 
Moses from the burning bush is thought to express 
the meaning of the word Jehovah -the existing 
One; the eternal One. 

Regardless of how we pronounce the four-letter 
word, the word is the name identifying our Elohim, 
the Godhead. 

In Jehovah the yod (first letter of the four) was 
likely pronounced somewhat like we would say the 
"y" of "you," or the "ye" of "yet." The other three 
letters (hay, vav, hay) would sound about like we 



would say them in Jehovah or Yehovah. 
In Deuteronomy 6:4 we see the Hebrew text say

ing; "Jehovah our Elohim is one Jehovah." The 
Greek (LXX - the Septuagint) has, "The Lord our 
God is one Lord." The name "Jehovah" was the des
ignation for Elohim the Godhead. 

However, to the Jews "the Lord our God is one 
Lord" showed that there was only one personality -
one true and living God. They could not understand 
that the one God is three divine persons; the Father, 
$on, and Holy Spirit. 

In the Old Testament the "Spirit of Elohim" 
(Ruach Elohim) appears several times. The "Son" or 
the "Word" (Logos) is not as well identified in the 
Old Testament but the New shows that the Son had a 
major part of the work of Creation Oohn 1:1-3; Eph. 
3:9; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2,10). 

Paul shows that Jesus was there with the Jews in 
the wilderness, appearing as the spiritual rock (petra) 
from which the people had the spiritual drink (1 
Cor. 10:4). 

Peter reveals that at least some of the prophets of 
old were inspired directly by Christ (1 Pet. 1:11). 

In the New Testament the word Theos, God, is 
frequently used of the Godhead, following the LXX 
(Greek translation of the Old Testament). 

In Matthew 19: 17 we hear the Lord answering 
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the rich young ruler like this: "Why do you call me 
good? None is good except One, God." 

Jesus' question, "Why do you call me good?" 
takes on an entirely different meaning when we real
ize that "God" who is the only One who is good is 
the Godhead - the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

It is certain that Jesus is not saying that he and 
the Holy Spirit are not good only the Father is good. 
All three of the Godhead are perfectly good, in every 
sense of the word. 

Implied in the question Jesus asked is the 
thought, "Why call me good; do you perceive that I 
am divine- God the Son?" 

John's statement in John 1:1 also indicates that 
the word "God" (Theos) included Jesus Christ. John 
says, "In beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." The "with" of 
this verse is pros, to, expressing a .relationship of 
"with," but more than with. 

Jesus insisted that.he was in the Father and the 
Father in him Oohn 14:10). In verse 9 he told Philip, 
"He who sees me has seen the Father." (See John 
10:30; 14:7-11.) 

Of interest in this study is Isaiah's prophecy re
lating to the name~ the Son would be called: Won
derful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 

Jesus was the very essence (hupostasis) of God 
(Heb. 1:3). In him dwelled all the fullness of the 
Godhead embodied (Col. 2:9). ("Embodied" is from 
somatikos, an adverb meaning in a bodily manner -
bodily, in a bodily frame.) 

The Bil:rle description of the Godhead does not 
indicate that the Godhead can be neatly separated 
and labeled and classified in separate categories, as 
some have attempted to do. Some men suggest that 
the Father is the Designer; the Son is the Creator; 
and the Spirit is the Organizer. 

Instead, the Bible pictures the three as One divine 
God; as the Elohim stated in Genesis 1:26, "Let us 
make man in our image." 

In each use of"God" in Genesis 1, itisElohim, the 
Godhead. In Genesis 2, beginning with the seventh 
verse, it is Jehovah Elohim; Jehovah being the name of 
the Godhead. This is its consistent use throughout the 
Old Testament. 

In the New Testament we find such passages as 
Romans 6:23, "The gift of God (the Godhead) is eter
nal life in Christ Jesus." Eternal life is given by the Son 
ijohn 17:2), and by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39; 1 
John 2:25), and by the Father (1 John 5:11-12). 
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John says that whoever does not abide in the doc
trine of Christ does not have God, but whoever abides 
in the doctrine has both the Father and the Son. 

Anyone who does not have the Father does not 
have the Son or the Holy Spirit. One can not have 
One without the others. 

John is not saying that if you do not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ, you do not have the Father, but 
you still have the Son and the Spirit. 

He says that you do not have God - the God
head. The only way for a Christian to maintain fel
lowship with the Father, Son, and the Spirit is to 
abide in the doctrine of Christ. Everyone who de
parts from the doctrine departs from the Godhead at 
the same time. 

Jesus shows that the first and great commandment 
is to love "the Lord your God" in all your heart, soul, 
and mind (Matt. 22:37). In Deuteronomy 6:5 the 
command says, "You shall love Jehovah your 
Elohim." The Godhead is included, not just the Fa
ther. 

The same is true in Matthew 22:37. It is the 
Godhead, our one true and living God, whom we are 
to love supremely. 

When Satan tried to bribe Jesus into worshiping 
him, Jesus answered, "It is written, You shall worship 
the Lord your God and him only shall you serve" 
(Matt. 4:10). 

Yet, in Hebrews 1:6 we find that all the angels 
were to worship the Son. Apparently Jesus always ac
cepted the worship of people, as in Matthew 8 :2; 
9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 18:26; John 9:38. 
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This shows conclusively that in both Deuter
onomy 6:5 and in Matthew 4: 10 "God" includes the 
Father and the Son and the Spirit, all of the Godhead. 

The "unknown God" of the Athenians was de
clared by Paul to be the God who made all things; in 
whom we live, move, and are. "God" in this passage 
is the Elohim of Genesis 1. He is the Godhead (Acts 
17:29- to theon). 

Paul also showed the people of Athens (and all of 
us) that God appointed one member of the Godhead 
who was also human to be the judge (see John 5 :27). 

When Jesus gave the "great commission," he said 
to make disciples of all nations, and to immerse them 
into the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit 
(Matt. 28:19). Here is the Godhead. 

Indeed Jehovah our Elohim is one Jehovah! The 
unity of the Godhead is a perfect unity, and it is the 
kind of unity Jesus wants of all who believe in him 
Oohn 17:20-23). 

John shows that we possess that fellowship by 
continuing to walk in the light of his word (1 John 
1:7}; and Paul reveals that we may thus be filled unto 
all the fullness of God (Eph. 3: 19). "Through these," 
Peter says, "we may have fellowship with the divine 
nature" (2 Pet. 1:4}. 
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Is the KJV the Only Version? 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

T here is a movement in our brotherhood that 
claims that the only real Bible in existence is 
the KJY. If one brings out a mistake in the 

KJY, he is branded as a liberal. Whatever the KJV 
says is accepted as the final word. Some elderships 
have set forth the policy that only the KJV will be al
lowed in the pulpit and in the classroom. This is a 
tragedy. What is needed is an open and honest inves
tigation of the facts. Proverbs 18:13 states, "He that 
giveth answer before he heareth, it is folly and shame 
unto him." Let us follow the admonition: "Come 
now, and let us reason together" (lsa. 1:18). Paul 
"reasoned" with his hearers (Acts 18: 4, 19; 19:8-9). 
The purpose of this article is to take the facts and 
"reason" with those who believe that the KJV is the 
"only" version a faithful Christian can use. 

I am not saying that the KJV is a bad translation. 
Taken as a whole, it is a good translation. I am in to
tal opposition to those preachers who say we ought 
to throw it in the trash can. But, some brethren need 
to be taken aside like Apollos and taught "the way of 
God more accurately" (Acts 18:26). 

The Greek New Testament 
:Many of the advocates of the "KJV only position" 
-know that an English version of the New Testament 
·is a translation of the Greek. The underlying Greek 
·text of the KJV was the Textus Receptus, a Latin term 
·.meaning "the received text." They believe it is the 
best Greek Text. Some claim it is the "only" real 
Greek text. David Otis Fuller in his book Which 
;Bible? is a proponent of this philosophy. The argu
ment goes like this: 

Major Premise: The Textus Receptus is the 
"only" true, acceptable 

Greek Text. 

Minor Premise: The KJV is the only version 
based on the Textus Receptus. 

Conclusion: The KJV is the "only" true and ac-
curate version of God's word. 

. Following this argument, the conclusion is ines
~capable. However, the fault of the argument lies in 
:the major premise. The Textus Receptus is "not" the 
:only real Greek text. At the turn of the century the 
'Textus Receptus was questioned by some Greek 

scholars. Wayne Jackson says, "The textual basis for 
the Textus Receptus is a small group of relatively late 
minuscule manuscripts. In about a dozen places, its 
reading is supported by no known Greek manu
scripts." It is interesting that in recent days the integ
rity of the Textus Receptus is being reestablished. Dr. 
Clarence Hale, one of my Greek teachers and a 
world recognized scholar, said, "The Textus Receptus 
is a good text." 

The Textus Receptus was organized, arranged, 
and compiled (a process known as textual criticism 
which tries to- determine the actual text) by Erasmus 
in 1516. All Bible students should know that the 
original autographs by the inspired writers have been 
lost. Copies of originals are all that remain. While 
God did inspire the original penmen and preserved 
their writings from error, God did· not inspire the 
copyists. He did not keep them free from error. The 
copies have some errors and mistakes. Textual criti
cism is the process that seeks to reconstruct the origi
nal text as penned by the inspired authors from the 
existent copies· that remain. 

There is no one Greek manuscript that has the 
full text of the New Testament. Some come close. 
Every Greek text then becomes an eclectic text. God 
did not inspire and preserve Erasmus from error in 
his selection from the existent copies. Therefore, it is 
an eO"ant position to claim that the Textus Receptus is 
the "only"· Greek text. 

A couple of years ago I was in a discussion with a 
"KJV only" preacher. I asked him which edition of 
the Textus Receptus he favored as the only Greek 
text. He did not have a clue; he looked bewildered 
and amazed. He did not know that there were five 
different editions by Erasmus and about thirty unau
thorized editions. Why would one edition be the 
"only" true text? Upon what basis could it be deter
mined as the "only" one? Obviously, common sense 
and reasoning demand that the position that the 
Textus Receptus as the "only" text is untenable. 

There is no one absolute Greek text. Human be
ings, who are fallible and make mistakes, make deci
sions about textual problems. No decision can be held 
up as final. I personally favor Nestle's Edition so I can 
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make my own decisions about the text. I refuse to au
tomatically accept Erasmus' or anyone else's decision. 
Those who make textual decisions are human and fal
lible. I refuse to blindly follow any man. Those who 
claim Erasmus' Textus Receptus is the "only" Greek 
text are blindly following Erasmus. Such a position is 
irreconcilable with the Restoration Movement. 

I asked the same aforementioned "KJV only" 
preacher if the Textus Receptus had a critical appara
tus (which is a list of the different readings in various 
manuscripts). He replied, "No, it has no one's opin
ion." But the point is that the reading found in 
Erasmus' text is only "his opinion." "His opinion" is 
not divinely inspired by God without error. Every 
Greek text has been compiled by "man's opinion" 
and is subject to review and criticism. We, those in 
the restoration movement, seek to be led by objective 
truth not subjective opinion. 

There are textual critical problems in the Greek 
New Testament. Suppose one verse has three or four 
different words to choose from the manuscript copies 
that exist. The editor knows that the inspired penman 
used only one, but which one? Does he take the one 
in the oldest copy? Does he take the one that is found 
in the majority of manuscripts? Does he take the one 
that seems to fit the author's style in context or an
other existing book? Does he take the more difficult 
reading? These are questions that must be raised and 
answered by textual critics. However, the decision 
made is not an absolute, binding decision. In the final 
analysis, it is "his opinion" as to what exact word the 
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inspired penman used_ We are free to disagree with 
his decision. "His decision" is not written in stone. 
To hold anyone's "opinion" as absolute, unquestion
able truth is wrong. Those who claim the Textus 
Receptus is the "only" real Greek text are holding 
Erasmus' "opinion" as the absolute, unquestionable 
truth. This position is simply wrong. 

The King James Version 

The purpose of a translation is to take one language 
and transfer it to another language. This is not an ex
act science_ It always involves someone's opinion 
which is not infallible. It is always open to review 
and criticism. A translation is correct when it accu
rately translates from the original. 

The King James Version is a good version, but it 
was translated by human beings and is not perfect. 
God inspired the original penmen not the copiers of 
manuscripts or the translators_ Since no translator of 
any version has been· inspired by God, the KJV is not 
a "perfectly-inspired version." There is no such thing 
as a "perfectly-inspired version." The KJV is the in
spired Word of God where it is accurately translated, 
and where it is not accurately translated, it is not the 
inspired Word of God. To claim that there are no 
mistakes in the KJV is blind ignorance. 

There are many problems with the KJY. Several 
mistakes will be given to simply prove that the KJV is 
not a "perfectly-inspired version." Technically, only 
one is needed. Those who claim that the KJV has no 
doctrinal mistakes should pay close attention. 

In Acts 12:4 the KJV has the word "Easter." 
There is absolutely no justification for this. The 
Greek word means "passover" and should have been 
rendered as such. 

In Genesis 22:1 the KJV reads: "God did tempt 
Abraham." However, James 1:13 says that God 
"tempteth no man." The KJV is wrong. The correct 
translation is: "God did prove (i.e. test) Abraham." 

In 1 Corinthians 14 the KJV has added the word 
unknown in the text. It is not in the Greek. Even 
though it is in italics, its existence has caused many 
problems. 

In Galatians 5:17 the KJV reads: "Ye cannot do 
the things that ye would." This suggests that man is 
utterly incapable of doing God's will apart from su
pernatural or miraculous intervention. This is Cal
vinistic. The Greek is a present subjunctive and 
should read: "Ye may not do" Clearly, the KJV trans
lators made a mistake. 

In Acts 2:4 7 the KJV says, ''And the Lord added to 



the church daily such as should be saved." This implies 
some should be saved, and some should not be saved. 
Again, this is Calvinism. This is a mistake. The reading 
"should be saved" is a present passive participle in 
Greek. It is not in the subjunctive mood. The correct 
translation is: "the ones being saved." We, those in the 
Restoration Movement, recognize that to translate 
John 3: 16 "shall not perish" is wrong. The verb "per
ish" in John 3:16 is in the subjunctive mood not in the 
indicative. The correct translation of John 3:16 is: 
"should not perish." However, in Acts 2:47 the sub
junctive mood is not there. There is no justification 
for the KJV rendering It is wrong and misleading. God 
did not inspire error! 

In Acts 3: 19 the KJV reads: "be converted." But, 
the Greek verb is in the active voice, not the passive 
voice. The KJV rendering gives the impression that 
repentance is passive. That is Calvinistic. The correct 
translation is "turn again." Man is told to "repent" in 
Luke 13:3, Acts 2:38; 3 :19; 8:22, and Revelation 
2 :16. In every verse cited, the Greek verb is in the 
active not the passive voice. Repentance is something 
that man must do; it is not what is done to him. 

In Hebrews 4:8 the KJV has "Jesus" when the 
correct translation is "Joshua." 
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In Romans 8: 16 the KJV reads "The Spirit itself 
beareth witness." This implies that the Holy Spirit is 
a thing, an it, an impersonal abstract force. The ASV 
reads "The Spirit himself beareth witness." The KJV 
is wrong and the newer versions are correct. The 
Holy Spirit is not a thing or impersonal force! The 
Holy Spirit is a person. The word for "spirit" in 
Greek is pneuma. The word pneuma is in the neuter 
gender. This has lead some to believe that the Holy 
Spirit is a thing. However, several times in the Gos
pel of John Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit with mas
culine pronouns Qohn 15:26; 16: 7, 8, 13, 14). The 
rule of Greek Grammar is that a pronoun will agree 
with its antecedent in gender and number. But, Jesus 
broke that rule. Why? Because the Holy Spirit is not 
an "it" or a "thing." He is a person. 

One does not blaspheme the Word of God when 
he brings out a mistake in the KJV. A mistake is not 
the inspired Word of God; hence, one cannot blas
pheme the inspired Word of God when the transla
tion is in error. The KJV translators were fallible hu
man beings. Considering their circumstances, they 
did a remarkable job. The KJV is a good translation; 
however, to hold it up as an absolutely perfect trans
lation does not meet with the facts. 

Have you seen the latest way 
to attend a Bible training school? 

VIDEO BIBLE INSTITUTE 
A division of World Video Bible School® 

A complete Bible training school on video 
tape for teachers, preachers, elders or any 
Christian who wants to know the Bible better. 

A self-paced correspondence school with a 
full curriculum emphasizing faithful, conser
vative Bible teaching! 

No tuition • Free Catalog 

Contact us today! 
(512) 398-5211 

Fax (512) 398-9493 • worldvbs@corridor.net 
130 Lantana Lane • Maxwell, Texas 78656 

October 2000 21 
Firm Foundation 



Some hold dogmatically to the view that the 
KJV is a "word for word" translation and thus is 
more accurate than other versions. Many of these 
proponents claim that a "word for word" translation 
is the only accurate version a Christian can use. 
Unfortunately, these people have little or no training 
in Greek or Hebrew and know very little about how 
to translate. The KJV is not totally a "word for 
word" translation. About thirteen times the KJV 
translates me genoito as "God forbid." But, the word 
for God in Greek is theos. Notice carefully in the 
translation of me genoito as "God forbid" that the 
word theos i$ not in the Greek! The word "God" is 
not in the Greek but the translation is "God forbid." 
This is significant! The correct translation of me 
genoito is "may it never be." Therefore, this one 
counter-example proves that the KJV is not totally a 
word for word translation. Those who hold such a 
position do so in ignorance. Many more examples 
could be given. 

Conclusion 
The Bible is the inspired, and therefore inerrant, 
Word of God. By "~ible" we· mean the accurately 
translated Word of God; how~ver, there is no such 
thing as a "perfectly" inspired version. 

All versions are made by men and have some 
mistakes and problems. ·To hold one up as "abso
lutely" perfect is wrong. We inust always go back to 
the original Greek and Hebrew for· an accurate trans
lation and understanding of God's word. Those who 
do not have any Greek training should appreciate 
the ones who do. The ~SV says an elder must be 
"married only once" (1 Tim. 3:2). This is a mistake! 
The Greek says an elder must be a "one woman 
man., This is a far cry from the translation of the 
NRSV! I use the ASV (1901), but it is not perfect. We 
must recognize that "all" versions have both good 
and bad points, including the Kjv. · 

We should not mind someone pointing out a 
mistake in the ASV, RSV, NASV, NRSV, NIV or other 
versions. The NIV has some major translation mis
takes. However, I abhor the denial of any mistakes 
in the Kjv. The KJV is not the "only version" that a 
faithful Christian can use. To claim such does not 
coincide with the facts. "Extremism" must be 
avoided at all costs. The cross of Christ is not ad
vanced when one version is held up as the "only" 
one. 
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The Christian, the Humanist, 
and Euthanasia 

By James W. Farris 

Secular humanism is a prevailing and dominating 
cultural doctrine that every member of the 
Lord's body should prepare to withstand. It 

takes little effort for one to notice humanism's pres
ence in the present political race for the presidency. 
The humanist is happy to preach their "freedom of 
choice" ideals especially concerning abortion and eu
thanasia. 

We should understand humanism by noticing the 
definition given by Paul Kurtz, a humanist. He de
fines humanism in the following way: 

Secular humanists .•• reject the idea that God in
tervened miraculously in history or revealed him
self to a chosen few, or that he can save or redeem 
sinners •••• We reject the divinity of Jesus. 

Based on this admission, humanism and Chris
tianity are set in automatic opposition. These two 
doctrines are mutually exclusive and Christians must 
be aware of humanism's subtle influences in our soci
ety. It is these humanistic social views which proclaim 
that man may use or end his own life in whatever way 
he so desires. The world is increasingly bound by such 
godless tendencies and as clear in publicly claiming 
that man should have the power over life and death. 

We should take special notice as to the secular 
humanists' teachings regarding euthanasia. Euthana
sia takes its meaning from two Greek roots. They are 
Eu which simply means "good" and the word Thana
tos that means "death." By combining these two 
words, one gets the etymological meaning of "Good 
death." 

Need a weekly bulletin? 
Call for free sample 

Byways Publications 
1·800-982· 7988 

E-mail 
gospelstudy@interlinkcc.com 
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Euthanasia is the purposeful ending of one's life 
before a death from natural causes occurs. Society 
today has been greatly influenced by humanist phi
losophy, hence people today grow into accepting a 
doctrine without ever searching for the biblical 
teaching first. Although it may be that euthanasia has 
a more positive acceptance among those of the 
world, we should recognize that life is God given 
and therefore sacred. For this reason, any premedi
tated and therefore deliberate taking of a human life, 
apart from the due process of law (capital punish.:. 
ment), is unjustified. 

One must recall that the foundation for the 
humanist's ethical belief system is that there is no 
God. Without God, man is then the highest degree of 
intelligence in the universe. It stands then that he can 
do whatever he desires. Such a belief is what makes 
secular humanism the damnable concoction that it is. 

Biblical teachings show that man's existence is 
not due to a naturalistic process today known as evo
lution. Rather man is the creation and outworking of 
a benevolent creator. (Gen. 1:26, Psa. 100:3) Chris
tians believe that man is in subjection to the author
ity of God. (Acts 17:28) God created all things. (Acts 
17:24) God sustains all things. (Heb. 1:3) God owns 
and has control of all things. (Gen. 1; Col. 1: 17) 
God is Lord over all life (Psa. 24:1) 

Everything that God created belongs to him. Life 
therefore is also under jurisdiction of the Master. 
Man can choose to fool himself in believing that his 
own ideas are better than God's. However, the truth 
will remain that God is the Lord, owner, sustainer 
and final authority of man. Christians must never go 
beyond the rules that God has laid down for human
ity. People cannot say that God, who created all life, 
is a proponent of "Death by choice." May the Chris
tian educate himself and be able to expose the false 
teaching of the humanist. 

105 E. Planters Street 
San Augustine, TX 7 5972 

Farris04@cs.com 
Fp 
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Eloquent Tribute to the Bible 

T he following eloquent tribute to the Bible, is 
extracted from the preface to "Sears' Pictorial 
Sunday Book." It contains a great truth - one 

of the greatest ever uttered - "that there is no more 
decisive mark of a great writer· than this, that his 
thoughts are pregnant thoughts - that they germi
nate in the mind of the reader, and suggest a multi
tude of ideas beyond what is written." And this truth 
is finely applied to the Bible, as pre-eminent in this 
respect over all merely human writings. 

The Bible 
We wish to increase the reading of the Scriptures -
to invite to that mine of heavenly truth, by present
ing, in an attractive form, some choice specimens of 
the priceless ore. There is no more decisive mark of a 
great writer than this, that his thoughts are pregnant 
thoughts - that they germinate in the mind of the 
reader, and suggest a multitude of ideas beyond what 
is written. Tried by this criterion, how plainly does 
the Bible stand at the head of all literature! What 
other book has been so suggestive of thought in its 
readers! What other book has furnished the seed 
from which so many prod:uctions of genius have 
sprung? It has been noted as the highest proof of Sir 
Isaac Newton's divining genius, that, most of the 
great discoveries of later philosophers, are but the 
developments of hints and principles thrown out in. 
his writings. With equal truth may it be affirmed, that 
to the Bible belongs the glory of having originated 
nearly all that is sublime and pure in the literature of 
Christendom for the last eighteen hundred years, 
What are the countless treatises which illustrate the 
Christian doctrine- what the countless sermons and 
essays will enforce moral and Christian doctrine -
what the innumerable controversial works, which 
discuss articles of faith and modes of worship and 
government- what the noblest conceptions and fin
est images of our Christian poets and orators- what 
are all these, but a mass of evidence illustrative of the 
germinate, prolific, exhaustless quality of the 
thoughts and sentiments of the Bible? Nay, were all 
other proof wanting, the singular richness of Scrip
ture thought would be sufficiently evinced by the un
diminished profit and unflagging interest with which 
pious readers peruse the sacred Books, from the be-
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ginning to the close of life. In numberless passages, 
there is a fullness of meaning which repeated perusal 
fails to exhaust. There is, indeed, for the.most part, a 
plain and obvious sense, which any one may per
ceive; but there is usually, also, a deep and recondite 
sense, which patient examination alone can detect. 
There is a wine which flows from the first gentle 
treading of the grape; but there is, also, a wine stron
ger and more exhilarating, which flows out only after 
the crush of the wine-press. Most literary works will 
hardly bear a second reading; the best become flat 
and uninteresting after you have gone three or four 
times through them; you have gained all their ideas 
- yo"! have exhausted their beauties - you no 
longer delight in them. But it is not thus with the 
Bible. There are countless passage which you may 
have read hundreds of times, and which you may yet 
read over again to-morrow with fresh relish. As often 
as you peruse them with attention, you discover 
something new; and the more attentively you peruse 
them, you discover the more. "The fairest produc
tions of human art," says Bishop Horne, "after a few 
perusals, like gathered flowers, wither in our hands, 
and lose their flagrancy; but these unfading plants of 
paradise become, as we are accustomed to them, still 
more and more beautiful; their bloom appears to be 
daily heightened, fresh odors are emitted, and new 
sweets are extracted from them. He who hath once 
tasted their excellencies, will desire to taste them yet 
again, and he who tastes them oftenest, will relish 
them best." 

Millennia/ Harbinger, 1854. pp. 219-220 

In the Shadow of DaiWin: 
a Review of the Teachings 
of John N. Clayton 
by Wayne Jackson and Bert Thompson 

A review of the efforts of John N. Clayton of South Bend, 
Indiana to incorporate geologic time and evolutionary theories 
into the Genesis record. 170 pgs. paperbaclc 

$4.00 plus Sl.75 shlpplnglhandllng for one b9ok 
add .SO sib for eaeb additional book 
Texas residents add 8.%5% sales tax 
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FLORIDA 

SCHOOL 
Tommy Blewen Micky Bell 

OF PREACHING Anlhony Weeks Dlvid Wade 

1807 South Florida A venue, Lakeland, FL 33803 
(800) 320-9780 

"Do You Understand Leadership?'' 
26th Annual Lectureship - January 15-1 8,2001 

Jackie M. Stearsman, Director 

Monday 
9:00 Male Responsibilities 
9:40 Abraham 
10:20 BREAK 
10:50 Youth Directors 
11 :30 LUNCH 

Ben Radford 
V.P. Black 

Jeff Clark 

Potential Difficulties: No Eldership 
I :30 Evangelistic Oversight Bernard Smith 
2:00 Commirtee/Trustee Rules, Reaffirmation Dub McClish 
2:30 Men's Business Meetings Barry Gilreath 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: Leadership Problems with No Elders 
4:30 DINNER . 
6:30 Singing 
7:00 Paul: A Reformed Leader 
7:45 Essentials of Leadership 

Tuesday 
9:00 Joshua: A Key to Successful Leadership 
9:40 Eli 
10:20 BREAK 

Bobby Green 
Tom Holland 

David Wade 
V.P. Black 

I 0:50 Jeroboam: Consequences of Disobedient Leaders Tim Shoulders 
11 :30 LUNCH 

Potential Difficulties: The Role or Women 
I :30 Unauthorized Role Jimmy Clark 
2:00 Unbiblical Restrictions Terry Hightower 
2:30 Commending Women Derrcl Davis 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: The Role of Women 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Singing 
7:00 King Saul: A Leader Like the Nations 
7:45 Faithful Women Leading 

Paul Ditoro Justin Gerhardt 

Justin Gerhardt 
Jimmy Clark 

Barry Gilreath 

Wednesday 
9:00 Caring for the Bereaved 
9:40 Samuel 
10:20 BREAK 
10:50 Young Preachers Need Elders 
11 :30 LUNCH 

Micky Bell 
V.P. Black 

Nathan Kidwell 

Potential Difficulties: False Teachers 
I :30 Preacher-Elders Harmony Paul Ditoro 
2:00 Identifying False Teaching Uleysses Richardson 
2:30 Stopping False Teaching Freddie Clayton 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: False Teaching 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Singing 
7:00 Teaching Privately 
7:45 Manipulating Leaders 

Thursday 
9:00 Joseph: Training for Leadership 
9:40 Nehemiah: A Model Leader 
10:20 BREAK 
10:50 What Elde.rs Should Expect 
11 :30 LUNCH 

Anthony Weeks 
Roy Dicks 

Tommy Blewett 
Bruce Daughcny 

Timothy Kidwell 

Potential Difficultles: Encouraging Leaders 
I :30 How Do We Honor Leaders? Tom Holland 
2:00 Do Elders Have Authority Only In Example? B.J. Clarke 
2:30 Are All Elders Wonhy of Honor? Terry M. Hightower 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: Encouraging Leaders 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Singing 
7:00 Following a Leader 
7:45 Leadership and the Future 

IJ 
Bobby ·Green Terry Hightower 

Neil Lopez 
Tom Holland 

Tom Holland 

Bernard Smith 

reil 
~ 
Tim Shoulders 

Ulcyssc.s Richardson 

[I 
Ben Radford 

Dub McClish 

~ 
Neil Lopez 

Timothy Kidwell 

Nathan Kidwell 

Our 2001Jccturesbip book will make a valuable addition to any Christian's library. In addition to the lectures, this book will also 
include an appendix containing additional articles relating to leadership, the work of leaders, and book reviews. 
,/ Call us today and order your copy of this important book! You may also want to order one or more 

Do You 
Understand 
Leadership? • 

of our earlier lectureship books! 

"Do You Understand Leadership?" ...................................................... ... $ 16-00 

Available books from previous years: 
Do You Understand Preaching? ('00) ......................................... ....................... $ 16·00 

What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? ('99) ........ .. ...................... .... $15·00 

JackJc S~u. Otrtttot 
Briu Ku10ft,Edll« 

Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life ('98) .................... ................................. $ 14·00 

lfTh e Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do? ('97) ............ $ 14·00 

llwl'd Br 
S. AoridaAve. ~ofOriJl Good News That Troubles The World ('95) ................. ........ ......... .......... .. .......... $ 14·00 

Call 1-800-320-9780, or e-mail: FSOP@gte.net, website: www.fsop.net 
All prices include postage! 

Credit cards accepted 
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Potpourri .•. 

This roundup of news is intended to let us taste 
the flavor of current trends. This will help us 
to know what is happening in our society and 

where to focus our attention. It may help us from 
falling into a morass of evil, or blindly bypassing 
wickedness, and sharpen us to front the foe and win 
the battle. Someone has said, "Evil is unspectacular 
and always human, and shares our bed and eats at 
our own table." What overflows your heart comes 
out of your mouth (See Matt. 12:34). 

ti>"I couldn't claim that I have !}ever felt the urge 
to explore evil, but when you descend into hell you 
have to be very careful" (Anonymous). 

@Barbara Olson said, " [A]llowing a witness to 
redefine commonly understood words to rebut a 
willful intent to lie, will abolish perjury prosecutions. 
When words no longer have universally accepted 
meaning, all truth becomes relative. All laws become 
infinitely elastic, and the rule of law disappears. Each 
allegedly illegal action will become subject to re
peated re-characterizations according to whatever 
new meaning the disputing evidence will allow. No 
proof of willful intent is possible when evidence and 
common sense lose all value (Hell to Pay: The Un
folding Story of Hillary Rodham Clinton). 

Let's look, then, at some of the clippings. 

Godless Religion 
@The Ethical Humanist Society of Chicago 

promises "inspiring, philosophical talks and fellow
ship without religious dogma or ritual." One mem
ber commented, "From my point of view it's the best 
part of religion without the religious part" (whatever 
that means). The society says, "Members agree to 
share a desire to search for truth without expecting, 
necessarily, to find it" (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 18, 
200- our thanks to Earl Davis). 

Here We Go Again 
@TRENTON - New Jersey's Supreme Court 

on Tuesday struck down a state law requiring minors 
to notify a parent before they can get an abortion. 

By a 4-2 vote, the state high court ruled that pa
rental rights do not supersede an adolescent girl's 
right to an abortion and that the law's parental noti
fication requirement violated a state constitutional 
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mandate guaranteeing minors equal protection un
der the law. 

"That right outweighs the state's justification 
that the law protects minors from their own immatu
rity, fosters and preserves the family structure and 
protects parents' rights to raise their children in a 
manner they deem appropriate," Chief Justice 
Deborah Poritz wrote in the majority opinion. 

The New Jersey Parental Notification for Abor
tion Act was signed into law by Republican Gov. 
Christine Todd Whitman in June 1999 but never 
took effect because of legal challenges (Chicago Tri
bune, via Earl Davis, Aug. 16, 2000). 

Quote of the Day 
Cillf my daughter doesn't get this abortion, I'm 

going to blow her brains out" (Glenda Davis of Ft. 
Perce, Fl., as quoted by a nurse at an abortion clinic 
where she allegedly took her pregnant 16-year-o/d at 
gunpoint to force her to have an abortion - Chicago 
Tribune, Aug. 14, 2000). 

·PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 
which change agents are attempting to turn the church 
of our Lord into just another one of the many sects. 
This book is a 'must' for every leader in the church." 

"Not only lays bare the disease but points us to the 
only remedy for a broken brotherhood ... the great 
physician ... much more than an expose of false 
teaching ... portions dealing with the existence of God 
and Biblical inspiration are well worth the price of the 
book." 
hardback • 528 pgs. 

$19.95 plus $3.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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leaping What We Sow 
ONEW BERLIN, Ill., Aug. 17- First there was 

the chortling and the double entendre jokes about 
·the innocent little suburb that gave new meaning to 
the phrase "bedroom community" because of an in
vasion of 1970s-style, free-love swingers. Then came 
the moral outrage that gradually consumed the local 
citizenry until there were angry demonstrations and 
warnings of legal action. 

Now, plans by New Berlin village officials to 
draft an ordinance against an "adult lifestyle party 
club" in a renovated automobile showroom in this 
conservative southern Illinois farm village have 
prompted threats by the club's owner to wage an all
out constitutional fight involving such First Amend
ment titans as Hustler publisher Larry Flynt and ra
dio shock jock Howard Stern. 

The local citizenry is appalled (By William Clai
borne, Washington Post, Friday, August 18, 2000). 

Casting Out Spirits 
OMEXICO CITY (Reuters) - Seven Mexicans 

died during an exorcism after the room in which they 
were holding the rite filled .with carbon monoxide 
fumes, local radio and newspapers reported Sunday. 

National Formato 21 radio said self-styled 
"witch" Teodoro Martinez was ridding a 15-year-old 
boy of evil spirits in the town of Tetla, in the state of 
Tlaxcala, on Friday when the tragedy occurred. 

It said authorities found burning coal in the 
room, which led them to conclude the cause of death 
was carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Jake Note 
0 The Washington Post notes that so far in the 

2000 campaign, "The gay community has written 
more and bigger checks than ever before, making it 
one of the most important financial sources for the 
Democratic party." 

More of the Same 
f) "We will pass the Employment Non-Discrimi

nation Act.,, AI forgot to explain in his prime-time 
speech what ENDA is. It would extend to homosexu
als and bisexuals in the private sector the civil-rights 
protections of federal employtnent law. Now, this 
happens to be a bad idea, but what is most interest
ing is that by endorsing ENDA and not explaining it, 
AI could score points with gay activists (who, of 
course, know what it is) without most listeners hav
ing any idea what he was talking about (Roger Clegg, 
general counsel of the Center for Equal Opportunity). 

All &planation 
$There's no relationship between winning an ar

gument and being right or even logical. I was study
ing the wrong philosophies. I should have been lis
tening to the Sophist, a swarm of wandering philoso
phers in ancient Greece who taught people (for a fee) 
how to argue. 

The Sophists boasted that they knew how to de
feat a stronger cause with a weaker one. Translation: 
the Sophists could win arguments even .when they 
were wrong. Logic was part of their kit, but rhetoric 
was the big gun. In the classical curriculum rhetoric 
was the art of influencing people's judgments and 

Another e;tteffent 6oo~ from 
Freec!-Haramtan Lectures 

Church Growth -
a Blueprint 
for Stronger Churches 
Two great efforts are made. First, it is desired that moti
vation be increased in all areas of church growth. The 
great promises and blessings of the gospel and the con
sequent sense of privilege and responsibility impel us to 
greater effort. Second, much attention is given to ways 
and means of church growth. Such notable men as 
Batsell B. Baxter, Robert R. Taylor Jr .• Billy Smith, J. Noel 
Merideth, Joe Gilmore, Dowell Flatt, Don Flatt, and 
Willard Collins contributed to this book.1981 429 pgs. 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
The Growth of the Church Through Benevolence 
Developing Leadership 
Old Testament Examples of Leadership: Abraham 
Christian Homes Contribute to Church Growth 
Radical Feminism 
The Great Need of the Hour 
The Powerful Influence of a Woman in Church Growth 
Church Growth Among Minorities 
The Church's Mission Is Growth 
Giving as a Gauge of Church Growth 
Church Growth Through Doctrinal Preaching 
Let Us Go Up at Once and Overcome (Numbers 13:30) 
Individual Growth Builds Stronger Churches 
Preparation of Preachers Helps Growth 
Preaching from the Prophets to Promote Church Growth 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $3.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now! 
Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 
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feelings through words, written or spoken. (Today 
some people use rhetoric to mean "empty, preten
tious talk.") 

The Sophists went the way of the dinosaurs, but 
their students evolved into lawyers and politicians -
and maybe some preachers. 

Welfare? 
$Jonathan Swift in his "A Modest Proposal", 

that the poor people of Ireland should rid themselves 
of poverty by selling their children to the rich to eat. 

family Planning? 

$China has been shaken by one of the most hor
rifying cases of official infanticide in recent memory 
after family planners drowned a healthy baby in 
front of its parents. 

The actions of the officials in the village of 
Caidian, in the central Hubei province - carried out 
as part of China's one-child policy- caused a public 
protest. 

[T]he baby's mother, Mrs. Liu, was expecting her 
fourth child. Mrs. Liu was forcibly injected with a sa
line solution to induce labour and kill the child. 
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Truly this is a Bible plus a biblical library- all in one 
volume. Incorporates 78 features to give you in
depth Scriptural appreciation and true understand
ing. Includes eight complete departments: 

1. Text Cyclopedia 

2. Special Bible Readings 

3. Outline Studies of the Bible 

4. Studies of Prominent Bible Characters 

5. Bible Harmonies and Illustrated Journey Maps 
6. Updated Archaeological Supplement 
7. Revised Concordance 

8. Beautifully Colored Bible Atlas with Index 

Black • Bonded Leather • Smyth Sewn 

$69.99 without index 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
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However, the baby was born healthy, to the sur
prise of family planning officials. Immediately after 
the birth, they ordered the father to kill the child 
outside the hospital. He refused ... and left the crying 
baby behind in an office building, where a doctor 
found it. 

The doctor took the baby back to the hospital 
and reunited it with its mother. He removed the um
bilical cord, administered vaccinations and then sent 
the family home. 

Five officials were waiting for them in their liv
ing room. During the ensuing argument, the officials 
grabbed the baby, dragged it out of the house and 
drowned it h_t a paddy field in front of its parents. 

Since its implementation in the early 1970s, the 
one-child policy has been dogged by allegations that 
family planning officials force those who break the 
rules into having abortions. The policy was intro
duced t;p ensure that China, a land historically beset 
by flood and famine, could feed all its people - now 
exceeding 1.1 billion - from a mere 7 per cent of 
the world's arable land. 

A foreign demography expert said: "There are 

1998 Southwest Lectures 

Beat Peace 
Among Younelves 

Gary Colley, editor 
·ee at Peace Among Yourselves• (1 Thess. 5:13); Obtaining 
the Peace of God (Phil. 4:7); Christianity. the Only Religion of 
Peace; False Standards of Peace (Denominational Doctrines); 
Answers to Young People Seeking Peace of God (Psa. 119:9); 
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reports of people who have more than one child be
ing beaten up, ostracized by the community and their 
houses demolished, but it is not condoned by the 
central government." 

Well, anyhow, it couldn't happen here - could 
it? 

Oiaa 4rrests Christians 
0 The Associated Press, Wednesday, Aug. 23, 

2000; 1:25 p.m. EDT- BEIJING- Police in cen
tral China arrested 130 members of an underground 
Christian evangelical group on Wednesday, including 
three American citizens, a human rights group re
ported. 

The church members were seized in an afternoon 
raid in Henan province's Xihua county and have 
been detained at the county jail, the Information 
Center for Human Rights and Democracy reported. 

Those arrested were members of the Fangcheng 
church, whose founder, Zhang Rongliang, was sen
tenced to two years in a labor camp in December on 
charges of leading a cult. Fangcheng church leaders 
also were reportedly arrested last year, prompting 
members to appeal to President Clinton to pressure 
China for their release. 

The group is one of scores of clandestine Chris
tian communities, known as house churches because 
they are unable to worship in public. The officially 
atheistic communist government forbids worship 
outside state-sanctioned churches. 

Well, anyhow, it couldn't happen here- could 
it? 

madergarfea? 
ONISKAYUNA, N.Y. (AP) - A kindergarten 

teacher at a Catholic school has been arreste-d and 
charged with selling marijuana, police said. 

Karen McGough, 4 2, was charged with criminal 
sale of marijuana and two counts of unlawfully deal
ing with a child and criminal sale of marijuana after 
neighbors videotaped a party at McGough's home in 
the suburb of Schenectady. 

The neighbors had be_come frustrated by fre
quent noisy parties at McGough's house. The video 
shows McGough handing a minor a bag of mari
juana, Niskayuna police spokesman Lt. Lewis 
Moskowitz said. 

McGough has been a teacher at St. Helen's 
School of Niskayuna for the past eight years. The 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany is conducting an 
internal investigation and declined to discuss what, if 
any, disciplinary action could be taken. 

Dressed fo Thrill 
OABC NEWS- The Vatican's strict dress code 

for visitors to St. Peter's Basilica has collapsed under 
the weight of 20,000 young people an hour flocking 
to the church. They were in Rome to attend services 
marking World Youth Day. Stern Swiss Guards and 
ushers, whose job it is to keep too much naked flesh 
out of this famous house, capitulated as their stock 
of shawls and wrap-round skirts, on loan to scantily 
clad pilgrims, ran out. 

Pope John Paul II called to the world's youth to 
come to Roine and speed their path to paradise with 
confessions and attendance of church services. He 
expected 400,000 to answer. Instead 700,000 ar
rived, and Rome is struggling to cope with them. 

The center of activity is the old Roman Circus 
Maximus, where legend has it that Ben Hur raced his 
chariot and bachelor Romans seized the Sabine 
women. Now, it is dotted with 13 white tents, con
taining 24 mobile confessionals. 

Inside, 2,000 priests working in rotas and com
manding 32 languages are hearing five to 15 minute 
confessions. 

You are invited to the first 

Church of Christ Days 
at 

Silver Dollar City 
October 14·15 

Bring your family and enjoy all the fun at Silver Dollar 
City theme park and listen to the acappella singing 
groups Invited to sing at the park on Saturday. Singing 
groups include New Reign. Oklahoma Christian; Best 
Friends, Lubbock Christian; Ambassadors, Crowley•s 
Ridge Christian. Summer Tour Ensemble, Southwest· 
em Christian; Cornerstone, Faulkner ... and others. 

Special reduced price tickets available for both days 
$28 for 12 yrs • adult 

$18 for 4·11 yrs. 

Reserve tickets In advance for special price 
(800) 572-5223 

Requestoffer#3365 
Season passes honored 

Worship service 
Sunday Morning at 10:00 in "Echoho Hollow" 

Ross Cochran, Ph.D, 
of Harding University, speaking 

"The Relevance of Jesus In Our Lives'' 

Sponsored by Branson Church of Christ 
307 Seventh St. • Branson, MO 65616 • (417) 334·3866 

Kevin L. Mackey • T. J. Finley, ministers 
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Wltc6rntft 
OBRASILIA (Reuters) - Brazilian police said 

Friday they arrested two self-proclaimed voodoo 
priests for the murder of a 6-year-old boy who bled 
to death in a black-magic ceremony. 

The boy was found dead at the bottom of a well 
with his clothes removed, his hands and feet bound 
and two puncture wounds in his stomach, authorities 
said. 

"One neighbor called, saying the boy kept crying 
and screaming, that he was suffering," said lead in
vestigator juliana de Oliveira Soares. 

"Inside the house, we found a series of religious 
icons, all of them of spirits that do harm. Then we 
found the body." 

Voodoo is a religion of Haiti, also practiced in 
Cuba, Trinidad, Brazil, and the southern United 
States, especially Louisiana. Voodoo combines ele
ments of Roman Catholicism and tribal religions of 
western Mrica, particularly Benin. Adherents wor
ship a high god, Bon Dieu; ancestors or the dead; 
twins; and spirits called loa, Mrican tribal gods that 
are usually identified with Roman Catholic saints. 
During voodoo rituals, the worshipers invoke the loa 
by drumming, dancing, singing, and feasting, and the 
loa take possession of the dancers, enabling them to 
perform cures and give advice (The Encarta® Desk 
Encyclopedia). 

PC 
Study Bible 

Here is a no-lose proposition. 
We strongly believe that if you try the PC Study Bible 
program on your own computer In your own office or 
home, you will best be able to evaluate its power and 
appreciate more fully its. value. 
So- here Is the deal-. Order the program and use it 
or 30 days. If you are not satisfied, retum it. 
If you retum the·program within 30 days, you will never 
be billed- no questions asked. 

· By the way, we (Firm Foundation) recommend that you 
try the Complete Reference Library, which sells for 
$279.95. It is the equivalent of 100 volumes and that fig
ures to $2.80 per volume. (Talk about a bargain!) 
How's that for a win/win situation? 

Order right now by calling 

1·800·572·3619. 
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cfpedat pUce 

PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 editions 

Editions 

Kinn James Version -/ -/ -/ 

New Kina James Version -/ -/ -/ 

New lntematlonal Version -/ -/ -/ 

American Standard Version -/ -/ -/ 

New American Standard Bible -/ -/ -/ 

New American Standard Bible Update -/ -/ 

The Uvina Bible -/ 

Revised Standard Version -/ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version -/ -/ -/ 

Nave's Topical Bible -/ -/ -/ 

Treasury of Scripture Knowledge -/ -/ -/ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary -/ -/ -/ 

Fausset's Bible Dictionary -/ -/ -/ 

New Unaer's Bible Dictionary -/ -/ 

lntematlonal Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) -/ -/ 

Matthew Henrv's commentary (6 vol.) -/ -/ -/ 

Wvcllffe Bible Commentary -/ -/ -/ 

Bames' Notes on the OT & NT (14 vol.) -/ -/ 

Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) -/ 

Jamieson Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vol.) -/ 

Strona's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ -/ -/ 

Enallshman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ -/ -/ 

Brown Driver Brians' Greek Definitions -/ -/ -/ 

Thaver's Hebrew Definitions -/ -/ -/ 

Interlinear Bible -/ -/ 

Greek CUBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text -/ 

VIne's Exoosltorv Dictionary of Biblical Words -/ -/ -/ 

VIncent's Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) -/ 

Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testament (6 vol.) -/ 

Ken & Dalltzsch's Old Testament Commentary (1 0 vol.) -/ 

Personal Notes -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Studv/Readlng Plan -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Outlines -/ -/ -/ 

BibleMaos -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Photo Collection -/ -/ -/ 

The Fundamentals, by R. A. Torrey -/ -/ -/ 

The Apacalypse, by J. A. Selss -/ -/ -/ 

Soumeon's Encvclopedla of Sermons (8 vol.) -/ -/ -/ 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1* Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3*New Reference Library ••••••••••••• 149.95 ........... 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD; add. 50 for each additional CD 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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A Ouofe 
· OThe old fashioned virtue called tolerance has 

virtually disappeared. The biblical words for this vir
. tue were forbearance and longsuffering. It cannot be 
exercised except in reaction to something that is 
wrong, or at least irritating, and that matters. 

What is demanded by modern culture and called 
tolerance is a morally apathetic state in which noth
ing is wrong, nothing matters (Cecil May, Faulkner 
University, Preacher Talk, August 2000). 

Oa Computer Use 
OLEWISTOWN, Pa.-Moses B. Smucker got into 

the computer business by accident. 
He began using computers at his harness shop 

for bookkeeping when his partner, who was not 
Amish, brought them in. 

His partner left, but Smucker kept seven comput
ers and he plans to start a computer-leasing business. 

The Amish have typically shunned technology. 
But in the last 20 years, many have had to move from 
farming to business to stay afloat. There are about 
1,500 Old Order Amish businesses in Lancaster 

· County 60 percent of which have been started since 

Tennessee Bible College 
"Bible-Centered Higher Education" 

•Two-year 
preacher program 

• B.A. degree 
in Bible 

• M.A. and Ph.D 
in Christian Doctrine 
and Apologetics 

• Approved for 
V.A. benefits 

• Faculty dedicated 
to Bible authority 

• "Set for the defense 
of the gospel" 
Phil. 1:17 

-Is this for you?-

Visit our campus or website for more information 
1616 McCulley Drive 

Cookeville, Tennessee 38506 
www.tn-blblecollege.edu 

(931) 526-2616 • (931) 372-7258 fax 

1980, according to Donald Kraybill, a Messiah Col
lege professor. 

Many of those business owners see computers as 
an inevitable way to keep up with the world, but 
some Old Order leaders see computers as blasphe
mous. 

Differences among the Amish concerning tech
nology have sometimes led to splits in the group. 

Paul D. Stolzfus' parents left the Old Order after 
it was discovered his father used a battery-operated 
light bulb at his butchering business. Stoltzfus joined 
the more liberal Beachy Amish, a group that allows 
him to drive a car, use electricity in his house and sell 
computers (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 4, 2000). 

Womea 
~The following article gives us wind of a new 

woman's movement that appears to be dominated by 
feminists of th~ radical sort. We print it that you may 
know. 

ATLANTA- Bishop T.D. Jakes' bend of spiri~ 
tual healing is too big for even the Georgia Dome, 
where more than 80,000 women from around the 
world came to get closer to God. 

"We've come to be radical for the Lord," said Lisa 
Bailey of Claymont Del., who attended. "Woman, 
Thou Art Loosed!" 

The three-day weekend conference featured ser
mons to recharge the soul and seminars on economic 
empowerment. 

Big-screen televisions were set up next door to 
accommodate the overflow after tickets sold out. 
Jakes' message of getting "loosed"- liberated
was also broadcast on cable television and via satel
lite. 

Jakes, 43-year-old preacher of The Potter's 
House in Dallas, one of the nation's fastest growing 
churches, said he was "'teaching practical applica
tions of the Bible's truths." 

Black women in particular have flocked to hear 
his candid discussions of such things as domestic vio
lence, sexual abuse and breast cancer. Many credit 
his revivals for delivering them from low self-esteem 
and bad relationships (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 4, 
2000). 

Hashish 
$SALT LAKE CITY - Leaders in the Native 

American Church have asked Utah investigators to 
hand over 3,500 peyote buttons seized in an investi
gation. 

Nick Stark, who says he is a medicine man in the 
October 2000 31 
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Oklevueha Earth Walks chapter of the Native Ameri
can Church, had the buttons before police confis
cated them July 8. 

Stark said that as a spiritual leader he is entitled 
to use and share the hallucinogenic plant. But other 
Native American Church members claim he is an im
postor. 

Weber County authorities, investigating Stark for 
possible drug-distribution charges, could destroy the 
peyote if a court rules Stark had it illegally. 

Native American leaders opposed destroying the 
peyote, which is eaten and used to brew a tea during 
religious ceremonies in the church. 

Be lriendly 
$Ronald Kotulak (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 8, 2000) 

in an article titled Study Finds Lonely Hearts Often 
Have Sick Hearts, says that medical researchers have 
discovered that "loneliness is bad for the heart." 
Kotulak wrote, "With lonely patients friendliness and 
social outreach might be as therapeutic as anti-choles
terol drugs or anti-hypertensive medications." 

So smile and say, "Top of the day to ya." 
"The days of the afflicted are evil; But he that is 

of a cheerful heart hath a continual feast" (Prov 
15:15). 

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 
-Proven Successful-

163 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence course in less than I year 

-Very Economical-
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer-
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by MaD: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers. ... 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 

Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • April 1999 ... 

For free details contact 
Lloyd Ellison 

P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 
email:lloydell@tbns.net 

rite liglll Goes On 
ctSALEM, Ore. - Oregon is known as a pro

gressive state. It adopted the nation's first bottle de
posit law and the first law allowing doctor-assisted 
suicide. 

So it might seem odd that in November, Orego
nians will vote on a proposed law critics say targets the 
state's gay community The ballot measure would bar 
public school teachers from promoting or sanctioning 
homosexuality in class. No other state has such a law. 

The measure's sponsor, Lon Mabon of the Or
egon Citizens Alliance, says parents are concerned 
that their children are getting the wrong message in 
sex-education classes. He says teachers "are es
tablishing in young people's minds that homosexual
ity and bisexuality are acceptable and normal." 

But an Oregon Department of Education spokes
man said the department has received no complaints 
from parents about teachers promoting homosexual
ity. "It seems like a non-issue," spokesman Larry 
Austin said (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 5, 2000, with ku
dos to E. Davis of the Windy City). 

Singing 
flAP- (Chicago 'Tribune, July 14, 2000)- For 

more than a century Sacred Harp singing was one of 
the most popular forms of music in churches 
throughout the rural South. 

"It's a way of life," said Raymond Hammrick, 
84. "Like any music, it tends to take you out of your 
everyday problems. You're with friends. 

The vocalists sing without any accompanying in
struments - not even a harp. Many of the singers 
say that the human voice is "The Sacred Harp." 

Waraing 
$The IRS has given an election year threat

tax-exempt churches and other charities are warned 
that tax policy forbids campaign activity. 

Indictment 
OA lawyer and conservative lay .member of the 

United Methodist Church has filed ecclesiastical 
charges against Chicago Bishop C. Joseph Sprague . 

One charge accuses Sprague of promoting writ
ings about Christ that allegedly ·violate church doc
trine. 

Sprague is accused of a role in pro-gay protest 
and disrupted the church's national conference in 
May, using church funds to promote homosexuality 
and neglecting administration (Chicago Tribune, July 
14, 2000). 
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-ANNOUNCING-

A MAJOR NEW BOOK ON 

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES 

On rare occasions, a book comes along that Is truly a 'must reacl.' This Is 

such an occasion, and Rock-Solid Faith: How to Build ft. Is such a book. In Its 
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unbelief, evidence for the existence of God and the Inspiration of the 
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female Bisllop 
OThe Nation's oldest black church on Tuesday 

night elected the first woman bishop in the 
denomination's 213-year history. 

Delegates to the general conference of the Afri
can Methodist Episcopal Church elected Rev. Vashti 
McKenzie of Baltimore to one of four bishop posi
tions on the second ballot (Chicago Tribune, July 12, 
2000). 

Kill Tllat Baby 
OThose pro-abortion zealots on the Supreme 

Court do get carried away. This week, when the 
court voted 5-4 to strike down a Nebraska law ban
ning partial-birth abortion, two of them insisted that 
this type of abortion is really no different from other 
types. There is no "reason to believe," they wrote, 
"that the procedure Nebraska here claims it seeks to 
ban is more brutal, more gruesome, or less respectful 
of "potential life" (sic) than the equally gruesome 
procedure Nebraska claims it still allows." 

Those justices who think abortion should be al
lowed Oohn Paul Stevens and Ruth Bader Ginsburg) 
agreed that the whole business, by whatever proce-

34 

Commentary 
Romans 
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

The last title to come from the pen of Foy E. Wallace 
Jr. His intention to publish commentaries on these 
epistles (written earlier in his life) was halted by death 
on Dec. 18, 1979. His work ended with Ephesians 
4:17. Comments on the remainder of the Ephesian 
letter have been supplied by his son, Wilson Wallace, 
using as far as possible his father's words gleaned 
from his other works. In addition an Addendum has 
been included reproducing applicable sections from 
earlier Wallace titles on subjects and questions not 
specifically noted within the book proper. Our 
confidence, born of a lifelong intimate walk is that we 
have communicated accurately the thinking of Foy E. 
Wallace Jr. in the unfinished portion of the com
mentary. hardback, 254 pgs. 

$20.95 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

add 50t s&h for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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(800) 572·3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

October 2000 
Firm Foundation 

dure, is brutal, gruesome and destructive of life. And 
they think it enjoys the full protection of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

During some abortions, not banned by Nebraska, 
the unborn child is torn to pieces before it reaches 
the birth canal. The majority opinion refers to this as 
"instrumental disarticulation." · 

In the abortions banned by Nebraska, the entire 
fetus except the head is delivered into the birth ca
nal, at which point the doctor punctures its skull 
with scissors or some other sharp instrument and 
suctions out the brain, causing immediate death. The 
majority uses resolutely antiseptic terms to describe 
this method: "The doctor pulls the fetal body 
through the cervix, collapses the skull and extracts 
the fetus." 

The procedure is close to infanticide - because 
it involves the killing of a late-term fetus who.is only 
three inches away from being completely born. (The 
abortionist, in fact, has to be careful not to let the 
head slip out before his lethal work is done.) 

But of course we would never let our acceptance 
of killing fetuses expand into a tolerance for killing 
babies. We're a long, long way from such barbarism. 
A good three inches, anyway (Chicago Tribune, June 
29, 2000, in a column by Steve Chapman). 

Interesting 
@In 1999, the city of Louisville, KY passed an or

dinance that prevented employers from deciding 
whether or not they should hire people whose 
lifestyle they find morally repugnant. Dr. J. Barrett 
Hyman, a Southern Baptist who says his religious be
liefs prevent him from hiring gays, sued to have the 
law overturned. Dr. Hyman believes that because 
the First Amendment guarantees freedom of religion, 
the government shouldn't force him to violate his 
own beliefs. 

Such pro-gay laws elevate gays and lesbians to a 
special protected status. This "acceptance" and "pro
tection" of homosexuality as a lifestyle is a teaching 
that is contrary to the beliefs of millions of Chris
tians across the country. What about the rights of 
these pastors, parents and children? 

The elevation of one lifestyle into a protected 
group is a government endorsement of that 
lifestyle. Why should the government give special 
rights to gays and lesbians, but show no similar con
sideration to people like Dr. Hyman? These dis
criminatory "anti-discrimination" laws must be kept 
off the books. 
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The Church of Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered after a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct identity. Christianity was 
originally designed by the Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . .... ............. $8.99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its "magic ingredient"? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . .... ... ......... $6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs . 
................................................................ $6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons,first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with thought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ..... ............ $5.95 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . .. ........... ... $ 9.99 
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Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld· 
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob· 
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, frustra
tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $7.95 

Contemporary Concerns 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are discussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling? What is the status of the unbaptized 
dead? What about doctor-assisted death and 
suicide? Should people leaving a congregation 
explain why they are leaving ... and more. 
BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs . ............ $10.95 

The Prophet Motive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian ~vidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use in high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . ... $12.99 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be g iven much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of brother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
W.B. West Jr. 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West, former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . .............. $9.91 

Shipping- $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Q A 
By Alexander Campbell, deceased 

Question: Richmond, Tioga County, Pa., May 1, 
1854. 

Brother Campbell - I take the liberty to ask your 
views in relation to a point which I consider as an 
evil, but it is one, I am sorry to learn, is, to some ex
tent, prevailing in our congregation. The thing to 
which I allude is the purchasing of lottery tickets, 
and, at the same time, pleading that it is not a viola
tion of Christian duty, and that they are as justifiable 
as they would be in the common transactions of busi
ness. I wish you to give your views, through the Har
binger, at as early a period as practicable, to the fol
lowing queries, to wit: 

1. Is the purchasing of lottery tickets immoral? 
2. Is a lottery a system of gambling? 
3. If a lottery is a system of gambling, is a pur

chaser of a lottery ticket a participater in the act of 
gambling? In hope of immortality, 

V. 0. Spencer 
Answer: Purchasing lottery tickets, for one's own 
benefit, is an appeal to God unsanctioned by the 
Bible and by every fundamental principle of religion 
and morality. Why ask or tempt God to take a hun
dred or a thousand dollars out of the pockets of my 
neighbors and put them into mine; and why should I 
desire to place in my coffers the money earned by 
fifty or a hundred of my neighbors, without giving 
them any valuable consideration? And are not both 
these ideas cherished in the heart by every man who 
purchases a lottery ticket, to enhance his own for
tune! He voluntarily gives a small consideration, to 
furnish a temptation to his neighbor to give a similar 
small consideration, that he may have a chance to 
pocket the labors, or the fruits of the labors, of so 
many of his neighbors as will inure to his own per
sonal interest. 

Besides, it is profanely calling upon God to inter
fere, or to direct to my interest and behoof, without 
any other reason than the price paid for my lottery 
ticket. It is impiously asking God so to direct the 
Wheel of Fortune as to roll thousands of dollars into 
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my pocket, for the lure often of twenty that I have 
paid to make a company like myself, willing to unite 
with me in said prayer. Here are one hundred men 
upon their knees, all praying to God, and each one 
for himself asking the Lord so to turn the wheel as 
that the stakes of ninety-nine of my neighbors shall 
roll into my pocket. 

But few think or believe thus on the premises. 
And why! Because they neither believe the Bible nor 
hearken to the voice of reason, nor the demonstra
tions of human experience. FF 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD-ROM .......•.•.....•. $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

I. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
II. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1 930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

-Please include $2.50 shipping and handiing
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 



Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republic.net 

-England
Mitdenhatt- Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God,. 

-Alaska-

- California - - Minnesota -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871 . ..... 
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Southaven- Southa;e~· Church of Christ, 1483 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. j. Clarke 
4050 and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

- Florida - Farmington- Sunny;i~~·church of Christ, Hwy 

Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 10, 10

=
45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. _North Carol·lna _ 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- jacksonville_ Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood A w t 32208 s 10 11 5 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net w d 7v3e.O es 'M .duBon. k ' .a.~., 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. p.m., e . : p.m. aynar o er, rrumster . . . . . . 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. ..... 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
373-5583 McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C . 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-

-Alabama-
jacksonville - jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from jacksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
Margate- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Thomas, preacher. 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,jWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 - South Carolina -

Northpon (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Melbourne - Church of Nonh Mel!>ourne, Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
- Nonhpon Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 3215 Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 6 p.m. Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-3325. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 
available Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 

Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachen, min. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 276-2946 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
n8-8955 7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only •••• 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Orlando-Winter Park- S~uth Seminole Church 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
553-0546. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15 p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order
while supplies lest 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

Cari119 & Sliari119 
Ne\vsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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-Tennessee-
Chananooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 jusr off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On rhe campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lanrzna Church of Christ, 7004 
Lanrana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. ... .. 
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 75 1· 
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

Mr. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downrown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, ~ed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

-Texas-
Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Moore Evans, 
preacher. internet: hnp://web. wt.nel/-dgal 

New Testament Conversions 
by V. E. llownrd 

This 13-chapter series on conversions in the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. A 
study of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: "What must I do to be saved?" 

Paperback, 151 pages. 

$ 3 .95 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. ~:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst -Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053. (8 17) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-25 15. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangel ist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguers, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $1 0 for 1·2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
It, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 
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-Virginia-
Hampton-Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn H itchcock, minister, (757) 
85 1-3496 or 723-0803. 

-Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j . Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. 804 pg., hardback 

$15.00 
plus $3. 75 shipping and handling 
add 50¢ for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 800-572-3619 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.00 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid baing charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Seeking an experienced, sound, conservative 
preacher to work with us building up the church. 
Small congregation of 50-60 members, without 
elders. We can offer $500. per week plus 3-
bedroom house. Send resum~ to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 413, Calera, OK 74730; or call Tom 
Adams (580) 920-1983. 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
fanning community. Partial support needed. Johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; Jim Warren (912) 723-
5196. 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 17 5 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide- special emphasis on South Pacific 
-are a focal point of the congregation's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon education and 
experience. Send r~sum~ to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Christ, 4120. Missouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Youth/associate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
university or preaching school. He will be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 

Firm Foundation 
Bound Volumes 

1984-1987 separate volumes 
(1988-1990) one volume 

1991-1999 separate volumes 

$25.00 each 
$3.50 shipping and handling for one volume 

add .50 for each additional volume 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

1-800.572-3619 

To receive a complete information packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church ol 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Spanish language preaching position open. The 
Hughson, California, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bilingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation under the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. Hispanic applicants are preferred~ 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportunity. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-4651 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a r~sum~ to the 
Church of Christ, 1S 19 Tully Road, Hughson, CA 
95326. 

Congregation of SO members in southeastern Ohio 
needs full-time minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in working with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and want to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits are negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-2551; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

·Preacher wanted for small congregation. Will 
supply 6-bdrm house, utilities, $400/month. 
Additional support needed. Send r~sum~, 
references, and tape of recent sermon and family 
photo to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, P.O. 
Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-time minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregation 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctly applies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 
new members, and who can be as Paul "all things 
to all" of this diverse life-styles, tie-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send r~sum~ 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister following five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent facility. The congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
for the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send r~sum~ and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Preachers Available 
Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectureship Books on Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
•Jsms (1997). The Godhead (1998). Limited 
quantity of The Godhead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2701 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Special Sale 
Foy E. Wallace Jr. Books 
New books, slightly marred covers 

Revelation 
paperback • 477 pgs. 

God's Prophetic Word 
paperback • 573 pgs. 

God's Prophetic Word: 12 chapters: The 
Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; 
The Church Age; The Throne of David; The 
Second COming of Christ - Is It Imminent?; 
The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Premlllennlal?; Seventh Day Adventism -Its 
Origin and Its Errors; The Consequences of 
Premlllennialism; Anglo-lsraelism; Excursus 
on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the appendix, 
"Passages from the Pioneers• provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premll
lennialism. 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

-Both books for $28.5Q-

$4.00 s&h for one book 
$4.50 for both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Speaking in Generalities 
By T. Pierce Brown 

We have noticed an interesting phenomenon 
as we find persons making false accusa
tions that are designed to destroy reputa

tions or cast doubt on someone's integri ty. Let us ex
amine at least three examples from the Bible and then 
perhaps we can see some parallels in the present age. 

In Acts 4:7 we find, ''And when they had set 
them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by 
what name, have ye done this?" Do you notice that 
they seem unwilling to tell what "this" is? It is made 
more striking when we find Peter's response. In Acts 
4:9 he says, "If we this day be examined of the good 
deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is 
made whole." Can you imagine the rulers, elders, 
scribes and high priests, after having arrested these 
men, asking the question, "Why did you do a good 
deed to an impotent man?" The only way they could 
talk about it without showing their perfidy was to 
characterize it as "this." 

A similar situation is found in Acts 24:5 when a 
charge was brought against Paul. They said, "For we 
have found this man a pestilent fe llow, and a mover 
of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, 
and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes." Imag
ine what would happen in any court of a civilized 
country if a man should be brought before the judge 
with the charge, "He is a pestilent fellow. " Even the 
next charge that " he is a mover of sedition" is too 
general to be of any value. What did he do as a 

mover of sedition? Even if it were true that he is a 
ringleader of some sect, what does that have to do 
with defying Roman law, or any charge that would 
be worthy to prosecute? But if he can be made to 
sound evil enough without saying anything specific, 
perhaps some authority will do something. 

The same sort of thing had happened with Jesus in 
John 18:29-30. "Pilate then went out unto them, and 
said, What accusation bring ye against this man? They 
answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefac
tor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee." 
What is a malefactor? It is an evildoer, a criminal, or a 
hoodlum of some kind. But what he did is not speci
fied. When they eventually did get around to trying to 
bring specific charges, their witnesses could not agree 
even on their false charges (Mark 14:59). 

How do we see similar charges being made to
day? Have you ever heard, "He is a liberal" without 
any effort being made to tell exactly what that 
means? I remember years ago when I was working as 
a director of personal evangelism, I knocked on a 
door and told the woman who I was and what con
gregation I was with. She said, "Is not that a liberal 
congregation?" I said, "They are fairly liberal, but 
they do not give as much as they are able to, and the 
contributions could be larger." She replied, "I don't 
mean that." I said, "What do you mean?" She said, 
"Don't they have wedding receptions in the church 
building?" When I discovered that she had no objec-

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Morality 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

l braham Lincoln said, "There is so much 
good in the worst of us, and so much bad 
in the best of us, that it hardly behooves 

any of us to talk about the rest of us." 
This is noble, but does not exclude the need 

to identify some conduct as offensive and some 
conduct as virtuous. Neither does it mean that 
we ought not to make a supreme effort to im
prove ourselves and to encourage others to re
form. To exclude the rotten and develop the 
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wholesome is the lofty purpose of the gospel of Christ. 
Self-improvement is the product of personal effort. The righ

teousness of moral excellence is not something that is done to us 
but is something done by us. If this is not true, then the often-re
peated Bible injunction to repent has no merit because it cannot be 
obeyed. If we cannot exercise all diligence to add to our faith vir
tue, and to our virtue self-control, and to our self-control pa
tience, and to our patience godliness, and to our godliness broth
erly kindness, and to our brotherly kindness love, then 2 Peter 
1:3-9 is a waste of words. 

Works of the Flesh and Fruit of the Spirit 
"The works of the flesh are manifest, which are these" (Gal. 5:19-
21). Paul gives a list of sinful things - fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, 
factions, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, and reveling. 

Some of these items may surprise us, such as strife, jealousies, 
factions, divisions, and parties, because they may be our personal 
pet sin. Anyhow all of them are wicked and no one of them is 
more evil than another of them. Where do these sins come from, 
·and from whence do they arise? 

The Bible says they are the "works of the flesh." Whose flesh? 
Mine? Surely not! But the answer is, 0 yes - your flesh induces 
you to sin. Our human bodies - flesh, blood, and bone - are of 
common clay. They are earthy - and "as is the earthy such are 
they also that are earthy." 

The flesh drags us down. It is the instrument of Satan. The lust 
of eye and flesh, and the pride of life are tied to muscle and sinew 
-to feeling, touch, and emotion (1 John 2:16, 2 Pet. 2:10, Eph. 
2:2-3, Rom. 13:14). 

Our wretchedness is the direct result of allowing the flesh to 
prevail in the struggle between the good and the bad. Each person 
is responsible for his iniquity - not some power outside of self. 



Were this not true, we could not be held accountable for our trans
gressions. What is true of the "works of the flesh" is also true of 
"the fruit of the spirit." Goodness is not something imposed on us 
by a power outside ourselves, but it arises from within as it is in
formed by divine revelation, which is righteousness (See Psa. 
119:172). 

The works of our flesh are the deeds our sensual nature drives 
us to do. It is not that we cannot help it, but we allow ourselves to 
be overcome by the titillating throbs of fleshly desire. 

Every earthly appetite has a legitimate expression. How sad 
that we are not happy. with the licit use of fleshly appetites, but 
yield to the phantom prospect of an implied, but never fulfilled, 
yearning for some sensation beyond what law allows. We keep on· 
pursuing the elusive ghost of some exhilarating and forbidden 
pleasure, whieh ultimately traps us into the cannibalism of eating 
forbidden fruit. 

On the other hand there is the fruit of the spirit. What spirit? 
Well, if the "works of the flesh" is human flesh, then the "fruit of 
the spirit" must be the human spirit (see again Gal. 5:19-23). 

"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh; for these are contrary the one to the other; that ye may 
not do the things that ye would" (Gal. 5: 17). Human flesh is con
trary to human spirit. Human flesh would have us do slimy things, 
but human spirit would have us do ethereal things. They are at 
odds. They fight against one another. 

It is not that the Holy Spirit is fighting against the indulgence 
of the flesh, but that our flesh wars with our spirit, or inward man. 

But if what I would not, that I do, I consent unto the law that it is 
good. So now it is no more I that do h, but sin which dwelleth in 
me. For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me, but to do that which is good 
is not. For the good, which I would, I do not: but the evil, which 
I would not, that I practice. But if what I would not, that I do, it 
is no more I that do it, but sin which dwelleth in me. I find then 
the law, that, to me who would do good, evil is present. For I de
light in the law of God after the inward man: but I see a different 
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my 
members. Wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of 
the body of this death? (Rom. 7:16-24}. 

The human spirit is made in the image and likeness of God 
{Gen. ~:26). God fathers each human spirit (Heb. 12:9). Deity 
also is the giver of every human spirit (Eccl. 12:7). The spirit 
within each person is connected with divinity and therefore has 
God-like character. 

The human spirit yearns for eternity (Eccl. 3: 11). It aspires to 
higher and nobler things - "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kind
ness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control (Gal. 
5:22-23). 

This explains how we may observe good traits of character in 
people who are dead in trespasses and sins, and how a re-born soul 
may show flashes of corruption. The God-given spirit of the un
saved is still the child of God and hungers for all things bright and 

In This Issue 

T. Pierce Brown 
Speaking in Generalities •••••••••••••••• J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
~orality .~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 

Mail Call ·································•·······•··~··· 5 

Dr. John Hobbs 
Limited Atonement? ........................ 7 

Burl Curtis 
"Seek and Ye Shall Find" ............. ~ J 4 

Weldon Langfield 
Mormonism: Built on the. SofJd ••••. ~~.l5,. 

Lindell Mitchell 
Autonomy Revisited ..................... ~.-·19 

Frazier Conley 
Measures of the Spirit-
John 3:34 ........................................ 23 

Joyce Howard Price 
The Washington Times 

Panel Mulls Allowing Gay·Men 
to Give Blood ................................. 25 

Potpourri... • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 28 

Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Q&A ·········································-··.:·~·· 37· 

Novemb~r ~OOQ 3 
Fi~· Ppun4atiott 



beautiful. The twice-born spirit of the redeemed lives 
in a physical body and in a fallen world, which may 
occasionally surprise him into sinning. 

A war between flesh and spirit is waged in every
one. "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; for these are contrary the one 
to the other; that ye may not do the things that ye 
would" (Gal. 5: 17). The flesh here is human flesh 
and therefore the spirit is human spirit - not the 
Holy Spirit. The struggle is between the good and 
the bad. Self-control is dominating the fle~h by reso
lutely refusing to yield to its covetousness and allow
ing the spirit to excel as we give way to its sweet 
yearnings - otherwise known as morality, or integ
rity. 

The human mind loves morality. Goodness at
tracts to itself and brings bliss and highest ecstasy. 
This is why we are drawn to the thought of God. The 
Creator is the quintessence of wisdom and right. To 
follow his example of purity and truth is to achieve 
the highest level of delight and to know the greatest 
happiness of which a human heart is capable. When 
the pure in heart are made free from the allurements 
of flesh by death, they shall see God as he is, and be 
like him forever. 

Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is 
not yet made manifest what we shall be. We 
know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be 
like him; for we shall see him even as he is. And 
every one that hath this hope set on him purifi
eth himself, even as he is pure (1 John 3:2-3). 

Sin, on the other hand, makes us miserable. It de
ceives us into thinking that its reward is pleasant and 
good, but when we submit to its seductive and de
ceptive appeal, the ugly fact of its hateful lies and 
false promises becomes plain and we are in a deplor
able state of distress and misfortune. Our sorrow is 
great upon us. 

For I delight in the law of God after the inward 
man: but I see a different law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bring
ing me into captivity under the law of sin which 
is in my members. Wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me out of the body of this death? 
(Rom. 7:22-24). 

The law of the mind is the nobility of the spirit. 
There is joy in keeping that law. The law of the flesh 
is the law of sin and death. To reject the aspirations 
of the spirit and follow the base dictates of corrupt
ible flesh is to be, at the last, overcome by cheerless 
dejection and eternal loss. 

In the midst of promoting and defending the gos
pel, there is danger of forgetting the principles of 
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morality. We must not mistreat even the enemies of 
the cross. It is also unspeakably sad and unutterably 
disgusting for those who justly claim to be the spiri
tual offspring of deity to harm their noble cause by 
treating each other like dirt when they happen to dis
agree. 

This is not to say that there is no place for cour
teous discussion and honest disagreement, but it is to 
point out that slime has no place in such investiga
tions. Integrity is Christian character and Christian 
character is the fiber of all morality. It glows in your 
heart - if you have not put a pall of sin upon it (and 
remember that division and party-ism is as wrong as 
sodomy and murder). 

To re-discover and emphasize ethical strength 
(re-impress upon the man the image of his Creator) 
and make it shine in him, as a majestic treasure, is the 
soul of righteousness. It is the purpose of Christ and 
of faith. This is what the gospel is all about and is the 
objective of the cross. 

Someone has said: 
The moral immune system of this country has 
been weakened and attacked, and the AIDS virus 
is the perfect metaphor for it. The malignant ne
glect of the last twelve years has led to a break
down of our country's immune system, environ
mentally, culturally, politically, spiritually and 
physically. 

And, sad to say, what is true of modern society 
can also be true of the church and of religion- un
less we make the effort to "take thought for things 
honorable not only in the sight of the Lord, but also 
in the sight of all men." P. 0. Box 690192 
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Mail Call 

A dear sister wrote expressing concern and dis
agreement over a comment made in our 
August 2000 editorial about the Lord's Sup

per. Because this may be of interest to many others, 
we print an excerpt from her letter and our response. 

She wrote: 
"[l]t seems to me that ... you depart from scrip
ture and go to feelings or perhaps opinion. 
Where is the scripture for remembering anyone 
or anything other than Christ, his sacrificial 
death, his burial, resurrection and his future re
turn? Diluting this sacred act by inse.rting 
thoughts of humans, even though they are God's 
children, seems sacrilegious to me." 

We answered: 
My thought on how the communion impacts the 

identity and union of Christians was based on 1 
Corinthians 10:16-17, which reads: 

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not a communion of the 
body of Christ? seeing that we, who fire many, 
are one bread, one body: for we all partake of 
the one bread. 

Notice that both the cup and the loaf are a com
munion. One (the cup) is a communion (fellowship) 
with the blood of Christ. The other (the loaf) is a com
munion (fellowship) with the body of Christ, which is 
his church - "seeing that we who are many are one 
bread, one body, for we all partake of the one bread." 
When the Holy Spirit through Paul speaks of the one 
bread, he is thinking of the church as the body of 
Christ. Otherwise there is no sense in which "we" -
the "many"-can be one bread. The bread represents 
his body and his body represents the church. (These 
are, of course, figurative expressions.) 

It has been observed that the "we" who drink the 
cup, and eat the bread are the disciples of Jesus the 
world over - not just those who are in the same 
room with us as we drink and eat. 

In partaking of the cup we remember both the 
death of Jesus and the blessing of salvation, which 
his superb expression of self-sacrificing love brings 
to us. Our hearts are sad at the thought of his agony 
on the cross, but burst with joy that he has redeemed 
us for his own. The cup is bitter-sweet. 

In eating the bread we are reminded of that 
blood-bought institution where all spiritual blessings 

are found, and of the Christian's ecstasy at the sec
ond coming. So, the spiritual feast is many faceted. It 
speaks of the life, death, resurrection, ascension, 
reign, intercession, second coming, and heaven. It 
also speaks of the church and its multiplied spiritual 
gifts,- including our fellowship with the saints and 
our sense of oneness in Christ. 

There was division and conflict in the Corinthian 
church. 1 Corinthians 11:18-19 says: "For first of all, 
when ye come together in the church, I hear that divi
sions exist among you; and I partly believe it. For 
there must be also factions among you, that they that 
are approved may be made manifest among you." 
The believers in Corinth were not at pe~ce with one 
another. There was division (rent, schism), which 
Paul calls faction or heresy - a party spirit or (ab
stractly) disunion. Notice what Paul says in the next 
verse, "When therefore ye assemble yourselves to
gether, it is not possible to eat the Lord's supper" (1 
Cor. 11 :20). The "therefore" refers to what had just 
been said, which was ... "you are divided" - there
fore (in view of this) you cannot eat the Lord's sup
per (acceptably) because of a bad attitude toward 
one another. They disdained one another, showing 
no sense of love and unity, and therefore it was im
possible for the them to eat the Lord's supper. This 
passage shows that our attitude toward one another 
is involved in partaking of the communion. The 
apostle rebukes them for refusal to lovingly share 
with each other (1 Cor. 11:21). 

You cannot have animosity and haughty contempt 
toward your brother in Christ and eat the Lord's sup
per with discernment. It is impossible! Each person is 
to examine, or prove himself (1 Cor. 11:28), which 
means that you are not responsible for what is in the 
heart of another, but you are responsible for what is in 
your heart. Malice and scorn may swirl everywhere 
about you, but you can - must - maintain a right 
attitude toward your spiritual siblings. 

Acceptable assembly worship is impossible when 
there is contempt for any blood-washed brother or 
sister (See Matt. 5:23-24 ). For one to have the sanc
tion of his heavenly Father he must hold God's chil
dren in honor. 

But, someone may say, "What if he is wrong?" 
The answer is, even if your brother is wrong, he is 
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still your brother, and you must maintain an attitude 
of love and respect for him. If you set out to destroy 
him, to harm him, to limit him, to ruin him, then you 
are at fault and your very worship is not acceptable 
to the Father of spirits. We must pay more attention 
to the tune of our own heartbeats than diligently try
ing to find fault with others whose hearts we may 
wrongly think are discordant. 

It is entirely possible that you are the one in the 
wrong and that your brother is right on any given 
question or issue. Who is right and who is wrong can 
only be determined by the standard of God's Word. 
Issue-oriented people are ordinarily opinionated. 
Pedants do not have warm hearts. The Bible warns us 
against ·overweening pride (Eccl. 7:16; Prov. 3:7, 
16:18, 26:12; Isa. 5:21; Rom. 12:16). 

Even if a brother is overtaken in a trespass, the 
spiritual will correct him with gentleness, realizing 
that they too are subject to temptation (See Gal. 
6:1). The lamentable truth is that often the self-righ
teous who make unjust condemnation of others are 
the worst offenders because of their indiscipline and 
rashness. It is impossible for them to eat the Lord's 
Supper, and they "come together not for the better 
but for the worse." 

Misanthopy has no place in the kingdom of the 
Prince of peace and love, and those who indulge it 
put their very souls in jeopardy. 

You will find this teaching about the Lord's Sup
per being a communion with God, Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, and one another in almost every respected 
commentary. James MacKnight, in commenting on 1 
Corinthians 12:13 wrote: 

1 Corinthians 10:17 makes the participation of 
the bread and wine in the Supper, a symbol of 
the communicants being partakers of the same 
virtuous dispositions, and of the same means of 
increasing these dispositions, and of their shar
ing the same hope of pardon. 

Thank you again for writing - and 'I hope that 
this response is not too lengthy. If you have com
ments or additional questions, I will be happy to 
hear from you. Let us pray for one another. 

Faithfully, 
H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 

(Afterthought: When we break the bread of sacred 
communion we should· examine our hearts for any 
feeling of resentment because of real or imagined 
grievances, especially directed toward any of God,s 
children. We must purge our spirit of such thoughts. 
This exercise relieves the soul and frees us from pain, 
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anxiety, and distress. In other words, it makes us 
happy. To eat the loaf with proper thoughts of appre
ciation and love for our fellow saints ministers to our 
own spiritual and physical well being. Such disci
plined reform of mind will keep us from unwittingly 
damning our own souls. "Know ye [the church] not 
that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you [the church]? If any man 
destroyeth the temple of God [the church], him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God [the church] is 
holy, and such are ye [the church] (1 Cor. 3:16-17). 
Destroy the church and God will destroy you, both 
body and soul, in hell. But the church is the people 
and to destroy the people is to destroy the church. We 
must be scrupulously careful about our attitude to
ward the people of God.) Fp 

Speaking in Generalities 
(continued from page 1) 

tions to having a wedding in the church building, I 
told her that when she found the verse that autho
rized that, the next verse told about the reception. 
The term "liberal" can mean almost anything one 
wants it to mean. Many of us have used the term 
"anti" to refer to some brother with whom we dif
fered on some issue. I suggest that every sound gos
pel preacher is "anti" many things. If you don't stand 
against something, you will fall for everything. 

"He upholds false doctrine" is easy to say. When 
one is asked to specify exactly how he upholds it, 
and exactly what the false doctrine is, he may say, 
"He upholds it by being on a lecture program with 
one who teaches it." 

We could mention many other examples of innu
endoes, allegations, perversions of truth and gener
alities by those who have some "axe to grind," or 
some reputation to destroy. We have no objection at 
all to a person saying, "John Jones taught in a lesson 
at Podunk on July 1, 2000, that instrumental music 
in worship was not sinful, or that one can be saved 
by saying the sinner's prayer." That is, if he has a 
transcript or record of John Jones saying that, he has 
a right and even. a responsibility in some cases, to re
port the specific doctrine and tell what is wrong with 
it. He does not have the right to deal in generalities, 
innuendoes, and perversions. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
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Limited Atonement? 
By Dr. John Hobbs 

T he third cardinal doctrine in Calvinistic The
ology is the doctrine of "Limited Atonement." 
It is the "L" in the T-U-L-1-P acrostic. Most 

Calvinists prefer the term "Particular Atonement" or 
"Definite Atonement." 

What Calvinists Believe About Limited Atonement 
The Canons of Dort, article 8, states, 'It was 

the will of God that Christ by the blood of the 
cross, whereby He confirmed the new covenant, 
should effectually redeem out of every people, 
tribe, nation, and language, all those, and only 
those, who were from eternity' chosen to salva
tion.' 

Henry Fish, a Baptist wrote in 1850, 'Did the 
atonement, in its saving design, embrace more 
then the elect? The elect only; for whatever he 
designed he will accomplish, and he saves only 
his people from their sins.' 

David Steele and Curtis Thomas wrote, 'But 
He came into the world to represent and save 
only those given Him by the Father. Thus 
Christ's work was limited in that it was designed 
to save some and not others.' 

W. J. Seaton said, 'Christ died to save a par
ticular number of sinners.' 

Lorraine Boettner said, 'The value of the 
atonement depends upon, and is measured by, 
the dignity of the person making it; and since 
Christ suffered as a Divine-human person the 
value of His suffering was infinite ... The atone
ment, therefore, was infinitely meritorious and 
might have saved every member of the human 
race had that been God's plan.' 

Ralph Gore wrote, "Christ died for the elect. 
The extent of the atonement is identical with the 
intent of divine election." 

Paul Enns wrote, 'If God is sovereign (Eph. 
1:11) then His plan cannot be frustrated, but if 
Christ died for all people and all people are not 
saved then God's plan is frustrated.' 

• 
R. B. Kuiper said, 'Ged purposed by the 

atonement to save only the elect and that conse
quently all the elect, and they alone, will be 
saved.' 

The question may be put this way: When Christ 
died on the cross, did he pay for the sins of the entire 
human race or only for the sins of those who he 
knew would ultimately be saved? Calvinists would 
answer the latter group. 

Wayne Grudem wrote: The term that is usually 
preferred is particular redemption, since this 
view holds that Christ died for particular people 
(specifically, those who would be saved and 
whom he came to redeem), that he foreknew 
each one of them individually (cf. Eph. 1:3-5) 
and had them individually in mind in his atoning 
work. 

The Foundational Basis for Limited Atonement 
The doctrine of Limited Atonement is based on the 
concept of double jeopardy (trying a person twice 
for the same crime). The argument goes like this: If 
Jesus died for the sins·of all men, then the sins of all 
men are paid for and one has already been judged for 
those sins. On the Day of Judgment, if God would 
bring a man into judgment and commit him to hell 
even though Jesus had already paid for his sins, God 
would be putting that person in double jeopardy. 
God would be unjust - something he is not (Deut. 
32:4). 

The argument is: Since we do not permit double 
jeopardy in our own legal system, surely we would 
not expect God to do something we would not do. 

Calvinists argue therefore -Jesus actually died 
only for the sins of the elect, the chosen, the saved. 

However, just because there is an analogy from a 
human viewpoint, this does not prove that it coin
cides with the truth of God's word. 
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Isaiah 55:8-9 states, "For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts." Proverbs 14:12 states, 
"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; but 
the end thereof are the ways of death." We are 
warned: "Lean not upon thine own understanding" 
(Prov. 3:5). 

We do not formulate doctrine by analogies or ex
amples. They may illustrate doctrine, but they do not 
prove doctrine. We must determine truth from the 
Word of God and not human reasoning. There are 
some great truths of scripture which are beyond our 
comprehension and we accept because the Bible 
teaches them (such as, the Trinity, God's love, nature 
of sin, and such like), and therefore are not proved 
by reason, but are known. by revelation. 

Scriptures Used by Calvinists 
· to Support Limited Atonement 

Matthew 1:21 states, "For it is he that shall 
save his people from their sins." 

Jesus "loved the church and gave himself up 
for it" (Eph. 5 :25). 

Romans 4:25 reads, "Who was delivered up 
for our trespasses." 

Romans 5:8 says, "But God commendeth his 
own love toward us in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us." 

Romans 5:10 reveals, "We were reconciled to 
God through the death of his Son." 

Romans 8:32 declares, "He that spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all." 

Acts 20:28 states, "To feed the church of the 
Lord which he purchased with his own blood." 

In John 10:15 Jesus said, "I lay down my life 
for the sheep." 

2 Corinthians 5:21 says, "Him who knew no 
sin he made to be [a] sin [offering] on our behalf." 

Galatians 1:4 says, "Who gave himself for our 
sins." 

Ephesians 1:7 says, "In whom we have our re
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses." 

Titus 2: 14 states, "Who gave himself for us." 
Calvinists use the above Scriptures as proof texts 

that Christ died "only" for the elect. 
Christ died for his people. That is the main point 

of these verses! However the Bible does not teach 
Limited Atonement- that Christ died "only" for 
the elect, "only" for a limited class. 

Calvinists "twist" and "pervert" other plain 
Scriptures that clearly teach that Christ died for all 
men. They do so unto their own destruction (2 Pet. 
3:15 -17). When we come to the Bible, we must take 
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all of it to arrive at total-saving truth. Psalms 
119:160 states, "The sum of all thy word is truth." 
Matthew 4:4 says, "Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." It takes all of Scripture for the man 
of God to be complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17). We must 
preach "the whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). 

Christ died for all men. Christians appreciate the 
fact that Christ died for them. The verses used by 
Calvinists emphasize that point. Unbelievers do not 
appreciate that fact and therefore do nothing about it. 

A True Story (oncerning Hebrews 2:9 
In 19.80, I took second year New Testament Greek 
through Wheaton College at the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics in. Dallas, Texas. My professor was Dr. 
John Werner, an outstanding world-recognized 
Greek scholar. But, he was a Calvinist through and 
through. One day we were reading the book of He
brews in class. When it came my time to read, I was 
to translate Hebrews 2:9. I translated the verse, "But 
we behold him who hath been made a little lower 
than the angels, even Jesus, because of the suffering 
of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the 
grace of God he should taste of death only for the 
elect." 

My professor and the class laughed. Mter the 
laughter subsided, I added, "Excuse me - that 
should be - for every man." 

Brethren, if the grammar makes sense, anything 
else is nonsense. To deny that Jesus tasted of death 
"for every man" is to deny the plain and clear teach
ing of Scripture! Dr. W~rner agreed that the verse 
should be translated "for every man." But, he denied 
that is what it meant. He believed that it meant "ev
ery redeemed man" even though that is not what the 
text says! 

We should not base biblical doctrine on "feeling" 
or "thinking." Biblical doctrine is based on God's 
Word! 

If the Holy Spirit wanted to say that Christ died 
only for the elect, he could have easily done so. But, 
he did not do so. There is no "specific" passage in 
the entire Bible that teaches Limited Atonement. 

Wayne Grudem, a Calvinist, says, "Hebrews 2:9 
is best understood to refer to every one of Christ's 
people, every one who is redeemed." 

Grudem is reading the Bible with his rose colored 
glasses on and sees what he wants to see instead of 
what is really there! The text .does not say that Christ 
tasted of death for every "redeemed" man. Grudem is 



reading into the text something that is not there. This 
is something that God's Word explicitly forbids (Rev. 
22:18-19; 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:8-9; 3:15; 2John 9-11; 
Matt. 4:4; Prov. 30:5-6; Deut. 4:2; 12:32). 

The words every man in Hebrews 2:9 are trans
lated from the Greek word pantos (in form it is a geni
tive masculine or neuter singular word from the adjec
tive pas, pasa, pan meaning "all" or "every"). 

Bruce says: 
So far as the form goes, pantos might be mascu
line ("everyone") or neuter ("everything"); but 
since our author's concern is with Christ's work 
for humanity, and not with cosmic implications 
of His work, it is more probable to be taken as 
masculine. 
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Alford says, "The singular brings out, far more 
strongly than the plural would, the applicability of 
Christ's death to each individual man." Jesus died 
for each individual person (which equals all man
kind). The singular pantos emphasizes his care and 
love and concern for every human being! 

This fact is a strong factor for each individual 
person to give his life back to him and live a holy 
God-fearing life (2 Cor. 5: 14-1,?). 

This same Greek word, pantos, is found in Mat
thew 13:19 and is translated "when any one." It is 
obvious in Matthew 13:19 that the Greek word re
fers only to lost human beings. 

It is interesting that the Greek New Testament 
uses the word pantos at least once specifically to re
fer "only" to condemned human beings. Calvinists 
say that the word pantos in Hebrews 2:9 refers 
"only" to saved "redeemed" people. If the word 
pantos in Matthew 13:19 refers only to lost people 
who will spend eternity in hell, does that mean that 
in Hebrews 2:9 that the same group is being consid
ered? No! 

Can the word pantos refer to all mankind includ
ing those who appreciate Christ's death for them? Of 
course! Christ "tasted of death for every man." It is 
important to understand that the meaning of pantos 
will have to be determined by the context. Therefore, 
we can conclude that in Hebrews 2:9, the Greek word 
pantos refers to all humans period - not just the 
saved, not just God's special people. Jesus died for all 
humans- those who are lost and those who are going 
to heaven. Calvinists deny the plain teaching of God's 
Word and add to it when they say Jesus tasted of death 
for every "redeemed" man. 

An Examination of God's Word 
and Limited Atonement 

The Bible is very clear that Jesus died for the sins of 
"all men" and not just for "the elect." 

Consider these passages as to who Jesus died for: 
(1) John 1:29: "the one that taketh away the sin 

of the world" - i.e. all mankind 
(2) John 3:16: "the world"- i.e. all mankind 
(3) John 4:42: "This is indeed the Saviour of the 

world"- i.e. all mankind 
(4) John 12:47: "I came ... to save the world"

i.e. all mankind 
(5) Romans 5:6: "Christ died for the ungodly" 
( 6) Romans 5:8: "while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us" 
(7) 2 Corinthians 5:14-15: "he died for all" 
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(8) 2 Corinthians 5:19: "God was in Christ rec
onciling the world unto himself" - i.e. all mankind. 
Those who believe in Limited Atonement say this re
fers to "the world of the elect." Again, they are add
ing to the Word of God. 

(9) 1 Timothy 1:15: "Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners" 

(10) Timothy 2:6: "Who gave himself a ransom for 
all" 

(11) 1 Timothy 4:10: "Who is the Saviour of all 
men, specially of them that believe" 

(12) Titus 2:11: "bringing salvation to all men" 
(13) Hebrews 2:9: "He should taste of death for 

every man." 
(14) 2 Peter 2:1: "Denying the Master that bought 

them" - Christ provided redemption for the false 
prophets but they refused to accept it 

(15) 1 John 2:2: "And he is the propitiation for our 
sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole 
world."- i.e. all mankind (16) 1 John 4:14 "The 
Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world"- i.e. all mankind 

A Study of 1 John 2:2 
One passage that must be the focus of our attention 
is 1 John 2:2. Here John wrote, "And he is the propi
tiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also 
for the whole world." 

Vine defines "propitiation" as "a means whereby 
sin is covered and remitted." The text is very clear that 
sin covering has been provided "for our sins" - that 
is, Christians' and "for the whole world," or all hu
manity. If there was ever a verse in the Bible that 
taught the possibility of unlimited salvation - this is 
it! 

Brown says that the word "world" is the "sphere 
of human beings and of human experience." The 
apostle John uses the word "world" several times to 
refer to all humanity Oohn 1:29; 3:16-17; 4:42; 
12:46-47; 1 John 4:14). 

It is sad that some people "twist" the scriptures 
from their true meaning (2 Pet. 3: 15 -17). The same 
basis for forgiving one man's sins is also the same ba
sis for forgiving the sins of all men - the death of 
Christ. 

It is not implied or taught that sins are forgiven 
unconditionally. The Bible does not teach the doc
trine of Universalism, i.e. all men will be saved. The 
Bible does teach that only those who appropriate the 
blood of Christ over their sins will be saved (Rom. 
6:3-4, 17-18; 1 Pet. 1:22; Rev. 2:10; 7:14). 
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Wayne Grudem, a Calvinist, writes, "The 
preposition 'for' [in 1 John 2:2] is ambiguous 
with respect to the specific sense in which Christ 
is the propitiation "for" the sins of the world. 

The Greek word translated "for" in this verse 
is peri, and means 'concerning' or 'with respect 
to." It does not define the way in which Christ is 
the sacrifice with respect to the sins of the 
world. 

It is consistent with the language of the verse 
to say that John is simply saying that Christ is 
the sacrifice available to pay for the sins of any
one and everyone in the world." 

There are several problems with Grudem's twist
ing of Scripture: 

(1) Grudem does not deal with the word world in 
his defense of Calvinism. It is obvious that John uses 
the word "world" in the verse and in the other verses 
cited to refer to all humanity. Jesus died for all man-
kind. . 

(2) It is true that the word for in the phrase for 
the whole world is the Greek word peri. I agree that 
it means "concerning" or "with respect to., 

Robertson says that peri has a sense similar to 
hyper in the verse. The word hyper means "in behalf 
of." It must be pointed out that the word for in the 
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phrases for our sins and not for ours only in 1 John 
2:2 is translated from the Greek word peri. 

The Holy Spirit inspired John to use the Greek 
word peri three times in 1 John 2:2. This word is suf
ficient to define the way Christ is the sacrifice "for 
our sins" but not "for the sins of the whole world." 

Grudem says that the preposition peri "is am
biguous." He is straining the gnat and swallowing 
the camel in order to avoid accepting the clear truth. 
Grudem would say that its third use in the verse is 
ambiguous but not its first and second uses. 

The emphasis in the verse is on Christ's "propi
tiation"- not the preposition "for." 

John says Christ's propitiation is "for our sins" 
and "not for ours only" but also "for the sins of the 
whole world." 

A Study of 1 Timothy 4:1 0 
Paul wrote, "For to this end we labor and strive, be
cause we have our hope set on the living God, who is 
the Savior of all men, specially of them that believe." 

This verse is important to the discuss.ion. Here 
the apostle clearly states the salvation of all men. He 
does not teach Universalism. But, he does teach that 
salvation has been provided for all men, i.e. all hu
manity. However, that salvation is appropriated and 
appreciated by those who believe. All men are poten
tially saved by Christ's death, but only those who ap
propriate the blood of Christ over their sins will be 
saved. 

Grudem says: 
He Uesus] is referring to God the Father, not to 

Christ, and probably uses the word 'Savior' in 
the sense of 'one who preserves people's lives 
and rescues them from danger' rather then the 
sense of 'one who forgives their sins,' for surely 
Paul does not mean that every single person will 
be saved. 

Grudem misses it again. 
(1) No, Paul is not teaching that every single per

son will be saved. No New Testament writer ever 
taught that. 

(2) There is no problem with taking the word 
Savior as referring to God the Father. He is the Sav
ior of all men in that He sent Jesus to die for all men 
Oohn 3:16; 1 John 4:10). The Father and the Son 
are one in purpose, aim, plan, and design Oohn 
10:30). 

(3) For Grudem to say that the word Savior does 
not refer to "sins" shows his theological bias. In Mat
thew 1:21, the child is to be called Jesus. Why? Be
cause he will save his people from their "sins." The 

word "Jesus" means "Savior." Grudem does not want 
1 Timothy 4: 10 to refer to "sins," so he denies it. 

(4) God desires "all men to be saved and come to 
the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4}. Jesus "gave 
himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim. 2:6). Salvation for 
"all men" has been provided (1 Tim. 4 :10). How
ever, this salvation is "specially" for those who "be
lieve." This word does not imply that all will be 
saved. The Greek word malista translated "spe
cially" is also translated "particularly" or "espe
cially" in 1 Timothy 5:17 and "above all" or "espe
cially" in 2 Timothy 4:13. Paul is saying that God is 
potentially the Savior of all men. For the individuals 
who "will" to come to the Lord, these individuals 
"will in no wise be cast out" Oohn 5 :40; 6:37). 

J. W. Roberts wrote, "He is the savior (poten
tially) of all men, but especially (or actually) of be
lievers." 

Dr. J. C. Davis states, "God is the potential Savior 
of all men Oohn 3:16; Rom. 10:13; 2 Pet. 3:9). God 
is the actual Savior of believers" (Heb. 5 :8-9; 2 
Thess. 1:8; Rev. 2:10). 

J. N.D. Kelly wrote, "Paul is no doubt giving ex
pression to his conviction that the certainty of salva
tion belongs in an especial degree to those who have 
accepted Christ." True! 
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1 Timothy 4:10 is like Galatians 6:10. Christians 
are to "work that which is good toward all men and 
especially toward them that are of the household of 
the faith." We have an obligation to do "good to
ward all men" (even the ones who have not named 
the name of Christ). But, we have a special obliga
tion to help those who are Christians. Christ died for 
all men but especially for those who believe. 

An Invitation Is Given to All Men 
In Matthew 11:25, Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." The church, the bride as it is called, and the 
Holy Spirit perpetuate that invitation as shown by 
John in Revelation 22:17: 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely. 

The invitation is given to all men. Why offer sal
vation to all if that is not possible? The text says 
"whosoever" will. 

God Desires All Men to Be Saved 
In 2 Peter 3:9, we read: 

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. 

God wants "all" to come to repentance! 
Boettner, a Calvinist, denies that it is God's plan for 
all to be saved. Seaton, a Calvinist, asks, "The 
over-riding question must always be the Divine in
tention; did God intend to save all men, or did He 
not?" 

The fact that God desires that "all" should come 
to repentance implies that God has provided provi
sions for "all." Christ died for all men. This verse 
teaches that if a man is lost, it is against God's will 
because he wants "all" to come to repentance and be 
saved. 

In 1 Timothy 2:4, Paul wrote, "Who would have 
all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth." Here again God's Word is dear. God de
sires that all men be saved. 

In Ezekiel33:11, we read: 
As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I have no plea
sure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, 0 
house of Israel? 

God desires that the wicked turn from his evil 
ways and live. God does not want or wish that any 
person be lost. 

12 ~:.eF!:d!3~~ 

Paul Enns, a Calvinist, wrote, "If God is sover
eign then His plan cannot be frustrated, but if Christ 
died for all· people and all people are not saved, then 
God's plan is frustrated." 

God is sovereign,· but his plan involves the free 
will of man. His plan is that those who by their free 
will elect to believe and become obedient will be 
saved. 

God is "frustrated" or "grieved" when men do 
not respond to his saving grace {Gen. 6:5-6; Mark 
3:5; Luke 19:41; Eph. 4:30). 

God's desire and will is frustrated when men are 
lost. God wants "all" to come to repentance and "all 
men" to be saved. He has no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked (Ezek. 33:11). "God is not willing that 
any should perish" (2 Pet. 3:9). 

But, some will pe.rish - not because Jesus did 
not die for them. He died for each individual person 
to show his intense love. If an individual is lost, it is 
because he has rejected God's intense love. God does 
not desire it that way. But, he respects the right of a 
person to make his own decision. 

Pardon for Sins Can Be Reiected 
It is possible for pardon and salvation to be offered 
and rejected. In 1829 two men, Wilson and Porter, 
were apprehended in the state of Pennsylvania for 
robbing the United States mail. They were indicted, 
convicted, and sentenced to death by hanging. Three 
weeks before the scheduled executionf President An
drew Jackson pardoned one of the men, George Wtl-
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son. This was followed by a strange decision. George 
Wilson refused the pardon! He was hung because he 
rejected the pardon. 

Today, God has provided eternal salvation and 
pardon for all men. He has accomplished this by 
sending his one-of-a-kind Son to die for the sins of 
each and every individual person. However, this sal
vation can be refused. 

If one chooses not to appropriate the blood of 
Christ over his sins initially and continually, he is 
refusing and rejecting the salvation which has 
been provided for him by God Almighty. While we 
can recognize the foolishness of such a decision, we 
must be aware of the fact that the majority of man
kind will refuse their pardon (Matt. 7:13-14; Luke 
13:23-24). How sad! 

Why Did God Create Man? 
A lady asked me, "Why did God create man if he 
knew so many would be lost?" 

This is a thought-provoking question. I answer 
this with two thoughts: 

(1) Whatever God does is right and just. We may 
not understand what he does but that is because we 
are human and finite while he is divine and infinite 
(Isa. 55 :8-9). Deuteronomy 32:4 states, "For all his 
ways are justice: A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, just and right is he." God himself asked Job, 
"Wilt thou even annul my judgment? Wilt thou con
demn me, that thou mayest be justified?" Job at
tacked and condemned the present righteousness of 
God. Job sinned by doing this. Job later repented 
(Job 40:35; 42:1-6). 

(2) I think the answer to this tough question is that 
God respects our free moral agency. If a man is lost, it 
will be his fault - not God's! God has done every
thing possible for the salvation of each person. God 
will not overtake one's will and force him to obey. Life 
is what we make it! We can avail ourselves of God's 
love or we can spurn it and reject it. The choice is ours 
(Deut. 30:11-15; Joshua 24:15; Acts 2:37, 40). 

Seaton, a Calvinist, said, "If it was God's inten
tion to save the entire world, then the atonement of 
Christ has been a great failure, for vast numbers of 
mankind have not been saved." 

Seaton misses it. Christ's death was not a failure. 
The failure is man's free moral will. Man by his own 
free will chooses not to obey. Christ is "the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him" (He b. 
5:9; cf. John 3:36; Rom. 6: 17-18; 2 Thess. 1:8; 1 
Pet. 4:17 ). 

On the Day of Judgment if a person is cast into 
the Lake of Fire for all eternity, it will be his own 
failure - not God's! The failure lies with man not 
with God. 

Calvinists say they focus on God's sovereignty 
while we focus on man's free will. I say it is not an 
either/or situation; it is a both/and situation. Both of 
the these concepts are respected in the scriptures. We 
must accept both. 

Conclusion 
To deny the Bible teaching that Christ died for all is 
to make God a respecter of persons - unjust and 
unmerciful. The doctrine of limited atonement is 
false. All men are potentially saved. If a person re
fuses pardon, death is not the fault of the one who 
offered mercy, but of the one who refused to accept 
it. 

4642 Royal Crest 
Abilene, TX 79606 

(Editor's Note: The word atonem'ent means to 
cover or conceal. It is an Old Testament word and is 
not found in the New Testament. The sins of people 
before the cross could be atoned, but after the cross 
the sins of the obedient believer were forgiven. There 
is a dramatic difference. Under Moses there was a re
membrance made of atoned sins year by year [Heb. 
10:3- the blood of bulls and goats could not take 
away sins]. The blood of animals could cause God to 
overlook sins while remembering them year by year, 
but could not remove the sins. This was atonement. 
The blood of the Lamb of God is able not to merely 
cover or bypass sins, but to remove every transgres
sion and disobedience. To receive the forgiveness 
available in the blood of the cross, one must obey 
[Heb. 5:7-8].) 
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''Seek and Ye Shall Find'' 
By Burl Curtis 

Te beginner might think this is an unrestricted 
promise but a search of the scriptures will 
show seeking and finding are regulated. Jesus 

qualifies asking and receiving by showing an earthly 
father would not give his son a stone for bread nor a 
serpent for a fish. He concludes, "If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him" (Matt. 7:11)? 
Asking, seeking and knocking will not get you every
thing you want anytime you want it because God 
only gives "good and perfect gifts" Uames 1:17). Of
ten people ask for things not good for them and do 
not come close to knowing what is perfect for them. 

Those who think this is an unqualified promise 
need to follow the example of David Lipscomb who 
said, "We do not have enough on a question until we 
study everything that God has said on that subject." 
He impressed upon his students the great impor
tance of not being satisfied with the investigation of 
any Bible subject until every related scripture had 
been examined (PI/ Stand on the Rock: a Biography 
of H. Leo Boles, Lipscomb and Choate, 1965). 

1. We must seek in the proper order. Jesus said, 
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righ
teousness; and all these things (food arid clothing -
Matt. 6:31-32) shall be added unto you" (v. 33). Any 
person or group who does this will use God's blessings 
to provide the basic necessities for life upon this earth. 

2. We must seek in the right manner. God re
wards those who "diligently seek him" (Heb. 11 :6). 
Diligence requires making every effort. The man who 
found the treasure in the field went with joy and sold 
all he had and bought that field (Matt. 13:44 ). Many 
do not find the great treasures of life because they seek 
half-heartedly (Col. 3:23-24). 

3. There is a time to seek. Isaiah warned, "Seek ye 
the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near" (55 :6). Jesus taught a person can wait too 
late to seek. "Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able. When once the master of the house is risen up, 
and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand with
out, and to knock at the door, saying Lord, Lord, open 
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unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know 
you not whence ye are" (Luke 13 :22-30; John 
7:33-36; 8:21-24). If these words do not strike terror 
in your soul now, they will when it is too late. 

4. We can seek the wrong thing~. Certain scribes 
and Pharisees sought after a sign but most of .them 
rejected the greatest sign of all, the resurrection of 
Jesus (Matt. 12:38-40). Whoever seeks to save his life 
shall lose it (Luke 17:33 ). We may seek honor from 
men and "not the honor that cometh from God only" 
Uohn 5:39-47). Paul told the Corinthians "the Jews 
require a sign, and the Greeks seek after [worldly] 
wisdom" (1 Cor. 1:22-23). 

5. We may seek the Lord at the wrong place, like 
the women at the tomb who were asked by the two 
angels, "Why seek ye the living among the dead" 
(Luke 24:5). We may seek the truth from false teach
ers who teach the doctrines of men. 

6. Men may seek the· Lord for the wrong pur
poses. People came to Capernaum seeking Jesus but he 
confronted them, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek 
me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did 
eat of the loaves, and were filled" Uohn 6:24-29). 
James wrote, "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts" (4:3). 

7. Sometimes we have to seek and wait. Jesus 
told the disciples they could not go where he was go
ing at that moment but they would follow him after
ward Uohn 13 :33-36). Those who go to heaven 
must wait for the "revelation of the righteous judg
ment of God; Who will render to every man accord
ing to his deeds: To them who by patient continu
ance in well-doing seek for glory and honor immor
tality, eternal life" (Rom. 2:5-11). 

Ask, seek and knock are not unconditional prom
ises. If we seek according to the will of God we will 
find; we will seek to excel in edifying (1 Cor. 14:12), 
to be unselfish (1 Cor. 13:5), things that are above 
(Col. 3:1) and peace (1 Pet. 3:11). John understood 
these promises when he wrote, "If we. ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us" (1 John 5: 14-15). 
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Mormonism: Built on the Sand 
By Weldon Longfield 

Introduction 

As one raised in the LOS faith, and a lifetime 
observer of the Mormon religion, I find it in
teresting that the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints was unable for many years to make 
inroads into the Bible Belt. The religion spread rap
idly throughout the rest of the United States and the 
world, but the Bible belt was not fertile ground for 
its evangelistic efforts. 

I concluded that it did not make headway be
cause of the superior Bible knowledge of the people 
of that region. The church of Christ is numerically 
strong there, and while our denominational friends 
do not accurately interpret much of the Bible, it 
seemed the Bible knowledge they did have also 
helped retard the growth of Mormonism. 

Whatever the reasons for its failure to make in-
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roads in the south in the past, those days are gone. 
The Mormon Church is rapidly growing in the Bible 
belt. In 1983, temples in Dallas and Atlanta were 
opened. Another temple in Memphis will have its 
grand opening this year ("Temples of the Church," 
hppr//www.lds.org.). 

The Mormon Faith Is Not Christian 
According to a recent article in Firm Foundation, the 
Methodist church has rightly refused to classify the 
Mormon faith as "Christian." ("Methodism and 
Mormonism," Firm Foundation, July 2000, pp. 26-
27). Traditionally, Motmonism has been classified by 
denominationalism as a cult. A characteristic of cults 
is that they do not have the sincere underpinnings of 
denominations. Men like John Calvin, the Wesley's, 
Martin Luther, and others sincerely sought the truth. 
Blinded by years of error, however, they arrived at 
many incorrect conclusions. 

While Mormonism goes to great lengths to por
tray itself as "Christian," it does not share the sincere, 
albeit biblically flawed, heritage of many denomina
tions. Following are some reasons that Mormonism is 
in a class separate from both New Testament Chris
tianity and error-laden denominationalism. 

Mormonism Was Begun by a Charlatan 
Joseph Smith Jr., was a man of low moral character 
who came from a family of low moral character. Jo
seph Smith Sr., instead of working for a living, chose 
to imagine that Captain Kidd's treasure was buried 
on his property. With the time hard-working Ameri
can frontiersmen spent clearing their ground and 
making an honest living for their families, the elder 
Smith devoted himself to searching for treasure. Be
ing a "deadbeat" was not enough for the elder Smith, 
however. According to Judge Daniel Woodward, a 
contemporary of Smith, "He also became implicated 
with one Jack Downing in counterfeiting money" 
(Historical Magazine, Nov. 1870, 315-316). 

The saying, "The acorn doesn't fall far from the 
tree," is vividly illustrated in the case of the junior 
and senior Smiths. Young Joseph forsook honest toil 
to join his father in the fruitless search for treasure. 
He even went "professional,' portraying himself as a 
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treasure hunter and hiring out as such. As a result of 
disappointing one customer, he was tried in the case 
of State of New York v. Joseph Smith. He was ac
cused of being a disorderly person and imposter, 
claiming to find hidden treasure by looking into 
stones. Joseph Smith was found guilty Gerald and 
Sandra Tanner, Mormonism - Shadow or Reality. 
[Salt Lake City: Modern Microfilm Co.], 33). 

His lack of character was so widely known in 
New York that Mormons had difficulty making con
verts there. The Latter Day Saints consequently 
moved to Kirtland, Ohio. Here Smith started a bank, 
which he called the Safety Society. When the state 
wisely refused to incorporate the bank, Smith 
changed the name to the "Safety Society Anti Bank
ing Company." He reasoned that an "anti bank" was 
all right, and proceeded operating anyway. Tens of 
thousands of dollars were lost in this fraud, even fur
ther tarnishing the already sullied name of Joseph 
Smith Jr. (Fawn M. Brodie, No Man Knows My His
tory [New York: Alfred P. Knof, 1971], p. 202). 

Smith's most blatant act of chicanery was the prac
tice of polygamy. The product of Joseph Smith's un
controlled lust, it was the source of much heartbreak 
and strife on the American frontier. At one point, 
Smith had over fifty "wives." Some of those so-called 
wives were actually wives of Mormon apostles Smith 
had conveniently sent away on mission work (Brodie, 
No Man Knows My History, p. 334). 

Mormonism Is Based on lies 
Lies far too numerous to mention in this article un
der gird the Mormon faith. 

At the core of Mormonism is the Book of Mor
mon, which purports to be the account of two an
cient civilizations begun in the Americas by immi
grants from Bible lands. The first of these civiliza
tions was launched by a group of sojourners who be
gan their trek around 2250 B.C. A second group of 
immigrants consisted of righteous Jews whose leader 
was Nephi. They came to America about 600 B.C., 
eventually breaking into two warring camps, the 
Nephites and the Lamanites. The evil Lamanites 
grew more powerful than their religious neighbors 
and finally destroyed the Nephites in a decisive 
battle at the Hill of Cumora in A.D. 428, near what 
would later be known as Palmyra, New York. 

Fourteen hundred years later, the angel Moroni, 
the son of Mormon, and author of the Golden plates 
from which the Book of Mormon was translated al
legedly gave Joseph Smith the record of these ancient 
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peoples. The titl e page of the original 1830 edition 
of the Book of Mormon says, however, "By Joseph 
Smith, Jr., Author and Proprietor" Uoseph Smith Jr., 
[The Book of Mormon: Palmyra, New York: Egbert 
E. Grandin, 1930], title page). 

The Book of Mormon itself is filled with evi
dence that its author was a liar. It is replete with the 
kinds of grammatical errors one might expect from 
an uneducated American frontiersman, not an in
spired document. Some phrases in the 1830 edition 
of the book are "my father had read and seen;" "the 
tender mercies of the Lord is;" and "Thy power and 
goodness, and mercy, is over all the inhabitants of 
the earth." Four thousand changes have been made 
since the 183 0 edition was first printed, most of 
these to "cle(!n up" poor grammar. Incredibly, how
ever, some errors remain. In the 1981 edition, for 
example, Helaman 1:7 reads, "Therefore, he was 
about to flatter away those people to rise up in rebel
lion against their brother." Smith apparently thought 
"flatter away," meant to entice. 

Alma 27:4 says, "Now when Ammon and his 
brethren saw this work of destruction among those 
whom they so dearly beloved, and among those who 
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so dearly beloved them." These and other similar ex
amples prove the book is not the product of the Holy 
Spirit, but rather a collection of poorly crafted lies. 

The Book of Mormon's lack of credibility is seen 
even more clearly in its contradictions with the Bible 
(It is surprising that this book has room to contradict 
the Bible, since 25,000 words were plagiarized from 
the King James Version). Alma 7:10 says that Christ 
"Shall be born of Mary at Jerusalem." Every Bible 
class student knows Christ was born in Bethlehem. 
Helaman 14:20, 27 says "The earth shall be dark
ened for three days" at Jesus' death. The Bible says it 
was darkened 3 hours (Matt. 27:45). Alma 13:18 
says, "Melchezidek shall reign under his father." Yet 
the Bible teaches Melchezidek was a one-time priest 
who reigned under no one. 

The book of Mormon speaks of massive popula
tions in ancient America. Mormon 1:7 says, "The 
whole face of the land had become covered with 
buildings, and the people were as numerous almost, 
as it were the sand of the sea." Ether 9:23 says, "And 
they did build many cities." Yet there is no archeo
logical evidence of such populations. According to 
the Book of Mormon, the ancient Americans had 
horses, oxen, cows, sheep and swine· (Ether 9:18-
19). Yet archeologists u~iformly agree the Spaniards 
first brought livestock here . 

. William. Strong Duncan, of the department of 
Anthropology at Columbia University wrote in a let
ter in 1957, responding to questions about the Book 
of Mormon, "The book is untrue biblically, histori
cally and scientifically" (Quoted in Walter Martin, 
Kingdom of the Cults [Minneapolis: Bethany House 
Publishers, 1985], p. 184). Rather than being, in the 
words of a recent Latter Day Saint television com
mercial "another testament," the Book of Mormon is 
conclusive evidence of its own lack of inspiration. 

Mormonism Is a Hotbed of Heresy 

It should come as no surprise that a religion founded 
upon blatant lies is a cradle of heresy. In fact, Mor
monism stands in a class by itself in its ability to fos
ter false teaching. I doubt that even such religious 
systems as the Jehovah's Witnesses, Moonies, and 
Christian Science contain even nearly the number of 
heresies as Mormonism. 

While the Book of Mormon teaches a monothe
istic, Trinitarian religion, Mormonism contradicts its 
own core document by teaching polytheism. Smith 
taught, "In the beginning the head of the Gods called 
a council of the Gods; and they came together and 

concocted a plan to create the world and people it" 
(Smith, Joseph Fielding, compiler. Teachings of the 
Prophet joseph Smith. [Salt Lake City: Bookcrah, 
1954], p. 349). This teaching has become a bedrock 
doctrine of the Mormon faith and reiterated by nu
merous Mormon "prophets" and other authorities. 

Mormonism teaches that God has a physical 
body. Doctrine and Covenants 130:22 says, "The Fa
ther has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as 
mans." This directly contradicts John 4:24 which 
says, "God is spirit." Mormonism teaches that Adam 
is God. Mormon Apostle Orson Pratt wrote, "He 
(Adam) is our father and our God, and the only God 
with whom we have to do" (Orson Pratt, Millennia/ 
Star, Volume 17, 1855, p. 195). 

Mormonism teaches that Christ and Satan were 
brothers. The Book of Moses (a book within the 
Book of Mormon) says, "Satan came among them 
saying, I am also a Son of God .... and they loved Sa
tan more than God. Mormonism teaches that Christ 
was a polygamist. Orson Hyde, an early Mormon 
prophet, taught, "Jesus Christ was married at Cana 
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of Galilee. . . . Mary, Martha, and others were his 
wives, and he begat children (journal of Discourses, 
Liverpool: [F.D. Richards, Latter Day Saints Book 
Depot, 1854-1866, Volume 4], p. 210). 

Joseph Smith taught the sun and moon are inhab
ited (Oliver B. Huntington, "Inhabitants of the 
Moon," Young Women's journal, Vol. 3, 892, 263). 
He taught the American civil war would include all 
nations (Smith, Joseph Jr. , [The History of the Church 
ofjesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Six vols.], V 394, 
p. 4 ). Brigham Young taught the blood of Jews changes 
when they become Mormons (journal of 
Discourses,Salt Lake City: Deseret News, Vol. 2, p. 
142). Young taught that killing apostates was a good 
work (journal of Discourses, Vol. 1, p. 219. 

The list goes on and on. 

Conclusion 
Mormonism has successfully portrayed itself to 
many people as a religious organization whose evan
gelistic efforts are spearheaded by clean-cut, well 
scrubbed "elders," with the goal of advancing family 
values and morality through the propagation of their 
faith. 

To the contrary, Mormonism is perhaps the most 
brilliant example of Satan's cleverness in today's reli
gious world. In spite of a founder who makes Jimmy 
Swaggart and Jim Baker look like Snow White, "an
other testament" filled with lies, and false doctrines 
ranging from the silly to the heretical, Mormonism 
continues to grow at an alarming rate. 
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Autonomy 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Autonomy is a strange word. I looked it up to 
refresh my memory and found that it means, 
"the quality or state of being self-governing; 

esp. the right of self-government; self-directing free
dom and esp. moral independence" (Webster's 1Oth 
ed. Collegiate Dictionary, pg 79). 

Some say the church is autonomous, but that 
needs some elucidation. 

The Bible speaks of the church as the great, invis
ible body of Christ to which God adds all the saved 
(Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47). This one body is the univer
sal church- the saved throughout the entire uni
verse and of every generation. 

The world headquarters of the universal church is 
in heaven - not on earth. It is an imperishable king
dom and Jesus is its only Monarch- its sole poten
tate (1 Tim 6: 15). 

The constitution of this kingdom is the Bible, and 
there is no provision to amend that divine rulebook. 
It is immutable (Rev 22:18-19; Gal 1:6-9). ·No man 
and no group of men have divine authority to change 
God breathed writing. They may change it but, if they 
do, they are accursed of God - without hope of re
demption. 

It should be obvious that there is no autonomy in 
the everlasting, heavenly kingdom. The King of kings 
rules there supreme through his living and powerful 
word. 

The Bible says that the saved of the earth (univer
sal church) are to be organized into local congrega
tions. The superintendents of the local church are el
ders, also called under-shepherds and bishops (1 Tim 
3:1-7; ·Titus 1:5-11). 

Elders are the rulers of the local congregation 
(Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Heb. 13:17). The saints are 
to select men to be elders who are appointed (or
dained) by the evangelist (Titus 1 :5). There is a differ
ence in selecting and in appointing (Acts 6:3; John 
15:16). The church does the selecting. The preacher 
does the appointing. The elders do the ruling. 

Deacons assist elders, but the deacon has no au
thority except for what is delegated to him by the el
ders. Nowhere in the new covenant are deacons said 
to rule, but elders are told to tend the flock and su-

pervise the work of the local church. 
The elders, of course, have no power to change 

revelation, as noted above. In matters of programs, 
policies, procedures, and precedence the decision of 
the elders in each local congregation is absolute. 
They have no right to change Bible doctrine, but 
they ha,ve every right to determine methods and pri
orities - so long as their decisions do not contravene 
holy scripture. 

Elders who meet the biblical standard (there 
should be no other kind), will be considerate but 
firm. They will not lord it over the charge allotted 
to them, but will be strong to tend the flock (1 Pet. 
5:2-3 ). A leader cannot lead where the people will 
not go. 

A bishop has authority only over the congrega
tion that selected him. He obviously has no author
ity over a distant church. There is no provision in 
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the New Testament for an ecclesiastical hierarchy, 
such as we see in the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Methodist Church, the Church of England, and the 
International Church of Christ. 

When one congregation undertakes to force an
other congregation to submit to its will, it has over
stepped its bounds. Each local congregation is au
tonomous in the sense of deciding its own affairs in 
all matters not specifically appointed in the Bible. 

Congregational independence is the Lord's pow
erful safeguard against apostasy. The church of Christ 
has no hierarchal structure. No earthly government 
above the local assembly. No machinery is provided in 
the New Testament by which the church universal can 
be activated, corrected, punished, or coerced. There is 
no apparatus, outside the local church, to control the 
activities of local congregations. 

Bible churches have a divinely approved govern
ment. Paul began his letter to Philippi with; "Paul 
and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the 
saints in Christ Jesus that are at Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons" (Phil. 1:1). 

Local bishops oversee each congregation. This is 
further demonstrated in a statement from Paul to Ti
tus: "For this cause left 1 thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that were wanting, 
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and appoint elders in every city, as I gave thee 
charge" (Titus 1 :5). 

Instead of a pyramid structure like the denomi
nations, Christ's church is organized horizontally. 
Congregations work side by side, but independent of 
each other. They may cooperate with each other, as
sist each other, and encourage each other. But no one 
congregation has the right to control or dominate 
any other congregation. H. Leo Boles aptly wrote: 

Elders are members of the congregation of 
which they are a part. Their authority does not 
go beyond the boundary or membership of their 
own congregation. No elder has any authority 
whatsoever over another congregation. The in
dependence and autonomy of the church forbid 
one elder ruling over more than one congrega
tion. Any system of church government that ex
tends the authority of elders beyond the con
fines of their own congregation is contrary to 
the New Testament teaching and perverts God's 
order for the government of his people. All 
churches are organically separate and are gov
erned by the same law and animated by the same 
spirit and seek the same end and are intrusted 
with the same power. If one elder or all the el
ders of a congregation had authority over other 
congregations, then the congregation of which 
that elder or elders are members would be supe
rior to the church over which this elder or elders 
rule. This would destroy the independence and 
equality of the churches; it would nullify the au
tonomy of the local congregation. 

We see the wisdom of God in using the locally 
autonomous system for church government. With hi
erarchical structure, it is possible by corrupting the 
head to contaminate the whole organization. On the 
other hand, if the elders of a local congregation be-
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come contaminated it means the loss of only one 
church. Every other congregation that stands in the 
path of right is unaffected by the digression of the 
neighboring church. When God organized the 
church, he insured it could not be swept into error in 
a single stroke. · 

God ordained the home, and the church. Like 
the church, the home is autonomous. Every indi
vidual family is independent, under God, from every 
other family. The father mother and children make 
up a distinct unit. The father is the head of his own 
family, not a cluster of several families, not all the 
families in his neighborhood, or the world. As the fa
ther of children, he may administer discipline to his 
children, but he has no authority to correct your 
children. 

God's plan for each local congregation is: (1) 
Christ is the head of the church; (2) He rules it 
through the Bible; (3) The elders are Christ's shep
herds, operating under the Bible and the headship of 
Christ; (4) Assisting .the elders are deacons, evange
lists, and teachers. This is the organizational struc
ture of the New Testament church. It must be re
spected. The church of Christ has no hierarchy. The 
Bible makes no provision for one. 

There is no scriptural machinery for a self-ap
pointed committee to rule over the churches of 
Christ. There is no means of punishing non
compliance. What will potential church-dictators 
do? Hold their breath and roll on the ground? Or 
will they throw a fit in public? 

In the exercise of its autonomy each local con
gregation may, of course, decide which, if any, con
gregations in the larger brotherhood it will work 
with and approve, but it has no police power to en
force its will or impose a penalty. For any man or 
group outside the local church to attempt to control 
the affairs of a sister congregation is a violation or 
infringement of divine rule, and should be resisted 
and ignored because it is sin. 

Overbearing men have been around for centuries 
(3 John 9-1 0). Every generation contends with mis
guided but belligerent brethren. We must never 
cow-tow to lovers of preeminence. 

Preach the word (2 Tim. 4:1-5). Refuse domina
tion from radicals. "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong. Let all that ye do be 
done in love" (1 Cor. 16:13-14). P.O. Box316 
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Measures of the Spirit John 3:34 
By Frazier Conley 

In biblical language, especially in the OT and in 
the Gospels and Acts, often when the Spirit is 
said to come upon someone, the meaning is that 

the Spirit comes upon that one to bestow a gift of 
power. The angel sa'id to Mary, "The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you" (Luke 1:35). This is typical 
phraseology in Holy Scripture (Num. 11:29; Judges 
3:10; 6:343; 11:29; 14:6; 15:14; 1 Sam. 19:20, 23; 
1 Chron. 12:18, etc.). It is hardly correct to say that 
the Spirit himself is not present when he comes to 
bestow a measure of power. It is more accurate to 
seek to determine what role or office the Spirit 
chooses to take when he comes upon someone. 

Further, it is entirely correct to speak of "mea
sures" of the Spirit. 

In Numbers 11 the text tells how God took 
"some of the Spirit" which he had given to Moses 
and put it on the seventy elders. Since the text (Num. 
11:17, 25) speaks of taking "some of" the Spirit it is 
implied that they received a lesser measure of the 
Spirit than that possessed by Moses. The text says, 
')\.nd when the Spirit rested upon them, they proph
esied. But they did so no more?' (11 :25). Again it 
seems to be indicating that their gift of the Spirit was 
limited when compared to that of Moses. 

It is related in Numbers 27:18ff that Joshua be
came vested with "some" of the authority of Moses, 
a measure of it. In the same way that Joshua was 
vested with some of his authori ty (Num. 27:18-20), 
so he was possessed of a measure of the Spirit: "And 
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the Spirit of wis
dom, for Moses had laid his hands upon him [pre
sum·ably in the events of Num. 11]; so the people of 
Israel obeyed him, and did as the Lord had com
manded Moses" (Deut. 34:9}. The text is careful to 
say however that though Israel followed the Spirit
endowed Joshua, yet there had not at any time, 
"arisen a prophet ... in Israel like Moses, whom the 
Lord knew face to face, none like him for all the 
signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him to do 
in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his ser
vants and to all his land, and for all the mighty 
power and all the great and terrible deeds which 

Moses wrought in the sight of all Israel" (Deut. 
34: 10-12). Certainly it is implied that Moses had a 
greater measure of the Spirit than Joshua or any 
other prophet of the Old Testament. 

In 2 Kings 2:9-15, the text gives an account of 
the passing from Elijah to Elisha of a double portion 
of his spirit. Although the translators use a lower 
case "s" for spirit, there should be little doubt that 
the reference is to the prophetic Spirit of God as it, 
or he, resided in Elijah to empower prophetic gifts. 
Elisha received a "double portion," implying again 
that greater or lesser measures of the Spirit dwelt in 
the prophets of the Old Testament. 

In 1 Samuel10:6 a promise was given to Saul, "the 
Spirit of the Lord will come mightily upon you, and 
you shall prophesy with them and be turned into an
other man." It would appear that in saying "mightily" 
the conception is that the Spirit sometimes came less, 
and sometimes mor~ powerfully upon recipients. It 
might again be noted that the text does not say that 
Saul received the prophetic gift of the Spirit, but that 
he received the Spirit himself for the purpose of being 
endowed with the gift of prophecy. 

For the preparation of the tabernacle, the Lord 
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bestowed the Spirit upon certain ones. The Lord said 
to Moses, "See, I have called by name Bezalel the son 
of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: and I have 
filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and in
telligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to 
devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and 
bronze" (Ex. 31: 1-4 ). It should be noted that Bezalel 
did not receive the Spirit so that he might have un
limited powers. The gifts were limited and measured 
and specific. 

In the Old Testament, the Spirit came upon some 
to bestow gifts for conducting war (Judges 3: 1 0) and 
on some to bestow physical strength (Judges 14:6, 
19; 15:14). 

The ancient Jewish rabbis also noted the exist
ence of measures of the Spirit in the OT prophets. 
Rabbi Acha said, "The Holy Spirit, who rests on the 
prophets, rests [on them] only by weight ... [by mea
sure]." 

The early Christians also were limited in the gifts 
of the Spirit, "But grace was given to each of us ac
cording to the measure of Christ's gift" (Eph. 4:7). 
As the context shows, the gifts were not all equal and 
certainly not without measure, but by measure. This 
merely confirms what is said of the gifts of the Spirit 
in 1 Corinthians 12:4ff. and Romans 12:3ff. 

Again in Hebrews 2:4 the gospel affirms, "God 
also bore witness by signs and wonders and various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to his own will." There is no indication 
here that the Spirit came on the early Christians in 
fullness of power, but that the role he played in them 
was limited and varied. 

An interesting expression occurs in Acts 2:18. Pe
ter quotes Joel 2, "On my menservants and my maid
servants in those days I will pour out of my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy" (Acts 2:18). When the text 
says "out of" it implies that the Spirit was not com
ing upon the recipients in its entirety, but in measure. 

As Moses had laid his hands on Joshua (Deut. 
34:9; and presumably in this way he had also con
ferred a measure of the Spirit to the seventy elders) 
so at Samaria Peter and John bestow (with prayer as 
well as hands) the Spirit in a measure upon the Sa
maritan converts (Acts 8:14-17). Although Simon 
was also surely a recipient of the same Holy Spirit 
empowerment as the other Samaritan believers, he 
perceived that the apostles had a greater measure, 
the power to' confer the Spirit, and he coveted it, 
"Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given 
through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he of-
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fered them money, saying, "Give me also this power 
[taking houtos as emphatic], that any one on whom I 
lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
8:18-19). 

The Holy Spirit had also come upon Paul for this 
same office, and he too could confer the Holy Spirit 
so that early Christians could be empowered in a 
measure (Acts 19: 1-7). 

This brings us to the case of our Lord, Jesus. The 
author of Hebrews implies that while the Spirit-in
spired prophets of the Old Testament did speak God's 
Word in various ways, their gifts could not compare to 
the revelatory gifts of the Son of God (Heb.·1:1-3). 

The famous prophecy of. Christ in Isai~ 11:1-3 
implies a great fuUn·ess of the Spirit, not a limited 
measure: "There shall come forth a shoot· from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord." 

In John 3:32-35, the text speaks of Jesus, "And 
what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no 
man receiveth his testimony. He that hath received his 
testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. For he 
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for 
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
his hand" (KJV). Or, as Goodspeed renders: "For he 
whom God has sent speak God's words, for God gives 
him his Spirit without measure." 

It is true that a number of translators have taken 
a text and an interpretation which leaves ambiguous 
who gives the Spirit to whom, rendering the passage: 
"for he giveth not the Spirit by measure" (ASV, 
NKJV; NASB, Niv, RSV). Some will say that the pas
sage is affirming that Jesus (not God) gives the Spirit. 
And it is also affirmed that in any case the Spirit as a 
general rule is never given in a measure, that is, al
ways in fullness to believers. But a number of transla
tors remain in agreement with the KJV that it is 
grammatically sound to supply "to him" that is, to 
the Son, (see Goodspeed, the New Living Transla
tion, Today's English Version, Williams, Phillips, 
Niv, Beck, Moffatt, the Jerusalem Bible, the Jewish 
New Testament, Contemporary English Version, 
Amplified, and Barclay's translation. Further many 
of the most erudite commentators on John also af
firm this rendering: Bengel, Olshausen, Godet, 
Alford, McGarvey, Lipscomb, Barclay, Morris, Pack, 
Deissner in Kittel's TDNT, iv, 634, etc. Of course, 



luminaries are also to be found taking the opposing 
view: Meyer; Westcott, Brown, etc.). No simplistic 
interpretation holds the day unquestioned. 

At any rate, in the context of the passage, the ar
gument is that Jesus is able to bear witness to God in 
truth. Jesus has seen and heard, having been with the 
Father Uohn 1:18). Further, he is able to speak the 
exact words of God because God gave the Spirit to 
him. John 1:32 says that John "saw the Spirit de
scend as a dove from heaven, and it remained on 
him." This was no temporary or limited office. jesus 
possessed all the fullness, John 1:16, "And from his 
fullness have we all received, grace upon grace." 
Verse 3:35 continues the thought, "the Father loves 
the Son, and has given all things into his hand." 

Who is it that is receiving from the Father? The 
Son (see also John 3:27). Whose words are being 
validated? Jesus' words. From whence does jesus get 

his words? From God through the Spirit. 
Also it seems· reasonable, given their proximity, to 

correlate the word give in verse 34 to the word give in 
verse 35. In both cases God is giving to the Son. 

Therefore, regardless of the variant textual read
ings, and the ellipsis to be supplied ("to him," that is, 
to Jesus), the context indicates that the force of the 
passage is that God is giving the Spirit without mea
sure to the Son. 

As we saw above, all the rest of God's revelation 
indicates that in the Spirit's role in empowering 
those on earth, no one had the fullness of the Spirit 
in the limitless measure of our Lord. Believers then 
received from his bounty: "But each one of us has 
been given his gift, his due portion of Christ's 
bounty" (Eph. 4:7 NEB). P.O. Box 7 
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(Editor's Note: Though we seldom print full articles from secular sources the following is so outrageous
not to say dangerous -that we thought it would be acceptable to make an exception.) 

Panel Mulls Allowing Gay Men 
to Give Blood 

Joyce Howard Price 
The Washington Times 

I n advisory committee to the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration will consider changing 
federal regulations to allow most homosexual 

and bisexual men to donate blood to blood banks. 
Homosexual and bisexual men, who comprise 

the majority of Americans infected with HIY, the vi
rus that causes AIDS, have been banned from donat
ing blood for 15 years. 

Proponents of allowing more homosexual and 
bisexual men to give blood argue that the current 
policy against them is "discriminatory." But current 
and former intravenous drug users and hemophiliacs 
who have used clotting concentrates made from 
blood are similarly prohibited, as are those who have 
visited or lived in Nigeria, Cameroon and six other 
sub-Saharan Mrican nations. 

The proposal, backed by the American Associa-

tion of Blood Banks, would allow donations by men 
who say they have not had sex with other men for at 
least a year and who pass nine tests to detect the 
presence of HIV and other viruses, such as hepatitis 
B and hepatitis C. 

"We think this is fair, since there are new tests 
that detect infectious diseases earlier," said Sara 
Foer, spokeswoman for blood banks. "Our highest 
priority is to enhance the safety and availability of 
blood. We believe this change would not compro
mise that." 

One test in routine use at blood banks today, she 
said, can detect the presence of HIV 16 days after in
fection. Another test already in use at some blood 
banks can detect HIV's genetic material eight to 12 
days after infection. 

Current regulations- initiated in 1985- pro-
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hibit men from donating blood if they have engaged 
in homosexual or bisexual relations since 1977. That 
date corresponds with the earliest known cases of 
AIDS, even though the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention did not officially begin 
tracking AIDS until four years later. 

"We are asking the Blood Products Advisory 
Committee to consider shortening that period," an 
FDA official who asked not to be identified said yes
terday. 

She declined to say whether the FDA is promot
ing such a change, but acknowledged it "may have an 
opinion" on its feasibility. 

Dr. Michael Busch of the Blood Centers of the 
Pacific in San Francisco, an organization that has 
been in the forefront of efforts to lift the ban on 
blood donations by homosexual and bisexual men, 
said yesterday he believes the FDA favors a five-year 
period of abstinence before such men can donate 
blood. 

Dr. Busch believes the window period for homo
sexual males should be comparable with those of 
other high-risk heterosexual populations, such as fe
male prostitutes, those who have sex with prosti
tutes, and those who have sex with intravenous-drug 
use rs. Persons in those exposure categories are 
barred from donating blood for one year. 

The advisory committee, which meets today in 
Gaithersburg, Md., cannot make a change itself. It 
can only recommend action to the FDA. 

In the early days of the AIDS epidemic, homo
sexuals who donated blood or blood plasma were re
sponsible for infecting thousands of h~mophiliacs 
and blood-transfusion recipients with HIY. 

At that time, six to eight months were required 
before a person infected with the virus tested posi
tive for the antibodies. There was concern that ho
mosexuals or others at high risk for HIV might do
nate blood before there was any sign of infection. 

"You can't totally rule out" the possibility of 
transmitting HIV infection to someone who gets a 
blood transfusion today, Mrs. Foer said. 

But with the sensitive screening that's done, only 
the blood of persons infected in the previous eight to 
16 days could slip through, she said. 

However, there is a major public outcry any time 
such transmission occurs. 

Currently, the risk of HIV infection from a blood 
transfusion is calculated to be 1 in 800,000 screened 
units of blood, Mrs. Foer said. That compares with 
calculations of 1 in 420,000 units in 1995 and 1 in 
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225,000 units in 1992. 
This w ill be the second time since late 1997 

that the Blood Products Advisory Committee to the 
FDA has been asked to consider lifting the prohibi
tion against blood donations by most homosexual 
males. 

The advisory panel declined to recommend 
changing the policy in 1997. "It felt it did not have 
enough information then on whether such a change 
would have an impact on the blood supply," the FDA 
official said. 

The FDNs present "blood-donor deferral policy 
was based on science," and science would be the 
guiding factor in any changes that might be made, 
she said. 

The American Red Cross, which collects about 
half of the nation's blood and is the largest member 
of the American Association of Blood Banks, has also 
been asked by the FDA to comment on the proposed 
change. 

"The Red Cross is currently formulating the 
data, bur at this point, it does not have a recommen
dation," spokeswoman Blythe Kubina said. 

Copyright (c) 2000 News World Communica
tions, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Potpourri •.. 
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OThe U.S. Supreme Court declared that the un
born fetus has no rights that a mother needs to re
spect. The court has recently extended this right to a 
barbaric level by declaring that society can do noth
ing to prevent a woman from killing her healthy, vi
able child as it emerges from between her legs. No
tice that the court threw aside the objective scientific 
reality of a viable, healthy human being. That reality 
is irrelevant. What matters only is the mother's wish. 

Scientific fact is also being gradually trumped at 
the other end of life, as more and more advocates 
clamor to let people choose their own end, rather 
than letting the cessation of brain and heart activity 
determine their death. However noble in intention, 
in practice this will create economic incentives that 
ensure the poor, feeble-minded, and weak get killed 
early. One need only consult the death toll from the 
Netherlands to prove that point, wh~re even dis
abled infants are being killed off now, alongside the 
old and diseased (Neil Munro, writer National Re
view Online). 
fm6ryedomy 

OThose who would use embryos' stem cells for 
medicine and profit cite science to claim that the em
bryos have no significant moral status, and indeed, 
some argue they have no more moral status than the 
myriad skin cells we wash down into the shower 
drain every morning. They can make this claim be
cause science is so slippery and seamless, because sci
ence is blurring the bright lines visible to common 
sense. Here's the chain of logic: Embryos can de
velop into human beings, if nurtured in a woman. 
The genetic package inside the skin cell on your 
shower floor can be inserted into an egg, thus creat
ing a human embryo for possible implantation. In
deed, it may be possible soon to trick the genetic 
package within the skin cell into reverting to an em
bryo-like status, making it largely indistinguishable 
from an embryo~ however conceived. Ergo, they're 
all the same scientifically, and that should give them 
no more status than discarded skin-cells. 

The greasiness of this slope was revealed again in 
the recent issue of Reason Magazine, whose science 
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writer, Ronald Bailey, caricatured those who oppose 
the e~ploitation of embryos' stem cells as genetic 
fundamentalists who hold a "reductionist view of 
human beings as nothing more than meat puppets 
dangling from the strings of our DNA." In contrast, 
Bailey declared, "People who see human beings as 
defined ~ssentially by their minds will have fewer 
moral oBjections" to using embryos' stem-cells. The 
first questions that follows are: What kind of mind 
merits personhood and who gets to decide? In his 
rush to declare science as too slippery and ambitious 

\ 
to ground any useful moral or political decision, 
Bailey would deny the common-sense, science-based, 
widely held view that life begins at conception, or 
even the comparable view that life begins when the 
embryo is first, or perhaps firmly, implanted in the 
womb. Instead, Bailey would declare that life begins 
when the mind begins. 
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to attend a Bible training school? 
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A division of World Video Bible Schoole 
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In this battle over life and death, the citizens of 
the United States should consult the better angels of 
their nature, and simply declare that life begins 
where science shows that it obviously begins - at 
conception. 

China, Db China 
Oln Caidian, a township in central China, the 

killing of a newborn baby boy by local officials 
claiming to be upholding population policies has 
prompted national revulsion and a murder inquiry. 

"Family Planning Is Everybody's Responsibility" 
declares one of the many slogans daubed on the 
walls of Caidian township, where an official investi
gation has been launched into the murder of a new
born baby by a group of government officials. 

The slogans, painted in red characters by family 
planning officials, stress how girls and boys must be 
loved equally, how having fewer children results in 
better children, and how smaller families lead to 
prosperity (Drudge Report, 08-28-00). 

This sounds like the claims of the author of the 
book, It Takes a Village, but surely that must be a 
misprint. 

Hubris 
OTed Turner is not known for his piety. He has 

mocked religion repeatedly, and once called the Ten 
Commandments "a little out of date -if you're only 
going to have ten rules, I don't know if prohibiting 
adultery should be one of them" Uustin Tores, Reli
gion at the UN). 

Piece or Peace'? 
OMore than 1,000 religious leaders, organizers 

of the Millennium World Peace Summit, will spend 
four days discussing the role of religion in ending 
conflicts, easing poverty, and saving the environ
ment. The summit technically isn't sponsored by the 
UN, but will be held in the General Assembly cham
bers and has Secretary General Kofi Annan's bless
ing. 

By design, the Millennium Peace Summit is al
most painfully diverse. Francis Cardinal Arinze, con
fidant of the Pope and conservative Catholic prelate, 
will be in attendance, as will Native American sha
mans and representatives of the "Peruvian descen
dants of the Incas." Jane Goodall will speak on non
violence, Ravi Shankar will lead a session on "Foster
ing Universal Understanding," and - since no global 
gabfest is complete without him -Jesse Jackson will 
talk on conflict resolution. Delegates will eat veg-

etarian meals, and the whole thing will conclude 
with a benediction from renowned leftist Joan 
Brown Campbell, formerly of the National Council 
of Churches. 

How interesting that all this is being done in the 
name of him who said, "My kingdom is not of this 
world," and, "Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved." 

WhafAMess 
OAug. 25, 2000 -It looks as though a man may 

have come between Ellen DeGeneres and Anne 
Heche after all. 

According to New York Daily News gossip col
umnist Mitchell Fink, rumor has it that Heche is in
volved with a man connected to john Q, the fllm she 
is shooting in Canada with Denzel Washington and 
Robert Duvall. 

Meanwhile, the New York Post's Cindy Adams 
reports that Heche has taken up with actor Vince 
Vaughn. Heche and Vaughn, who co-starred in the 
199 8 film Return to Paradise, were rumored to be an 
item a few years back, although the gossip was never 
substantiated. 

Whatever the case, DeGeneres is said to be dev
astated because of Heche's departure and break
down. 

New study on growing spiritually 
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DeGeneres, who made television history when 
she and her Ellen alter ego came out, and Heche, an 
actress in films such as Wag the Dog and Six Days 
Seven Nights, got involved in a romantic relationship 
three and a half years ago. 

You see what happens when you begin to mess 
with marriage and explore alternate (sinful) 
lifestyles. 

Delusions of Grandeur 
OWhen a man says that he is Jesus or Napoleon, 

or that the Martians are after him, or claims some
thing else that seems outrageous to common sense, 
he is labeled psychotic and locked up in a madhouse. 
Freedom of speech is only for normal people (Tho
mas Szasz, U.S. psychiatrist) . 

Narcissism 
®As individuals and as a nation, we now suffer 

from social narcissism. The beloved Echo of our an
cestors, the virgin America, has been abandoned. We 
have fallen in love with our own image, with images 
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of our making, which turn out to be images of our
selves (Daniel J. Boorstin, U.S. historian. The Image) . 

Self Love 
@He who is enamored of himself will at least 

have the advantage of being inconvenienced by few 
rivals (G.C. Lichtenberg (1742- 99), German physi
cist, philosopher). 

Slay Out 
{9}The 1996 welfare-reform bill provides money 

for abstinence-only sex education. Abstinence-only 
curricula omit condom training and such "non-inclu
sive" lessons as, "Human babies are best cared for by 
loving and mature parents." 

Well and good, but wait. 
The Sexuality Information and Education Coun

cil of the United States (SIECUS) complains. The or
ganizations solution calls for a group of experts who 
use the power of government to reinvent the culture. 
SIECUS advocates that in sex education the more ex
plicit the talk the more rational students will be in 
bed, since sex has been demystified. The program 
advocates teaching children as young as five sexual 
techniques, including homosexuality. One teacher's 
guideline addresses abstinence before marriage by 
noting, "You could become a hermit." 

The American Medical Association, the Ameri
can Psychiatric Association, and the United States 
Conference of Mayors have endorsed the SIECUS 
guidelines. 

Recognizing the gap between their lesson plans 
and most parents' sensibilities, mainstream sex edu
cators openly embrace a policy of secrecy. If a child 
talks to his parents about what he has learned in the 
class, he is thrown out of the program. It is no sur
prise that sex-education technocrats consider parents 
and other layman little more than obstacles to be 
overcome (National Review, Sept. 11, 2000, pp. 44-
46). 

To Be, or Not to Be 
®"The Democratic vice presidential nominee 

said that he wants to 'reassure' non-believers that he 
and his fellow believers of every religion 'share with 
them the core values of America, that our faith is not 
inconsistent with their freedom, and that our mission 
is not one of intolerance but one of love.'1But what 
about those cases when a religion's dictates challenge 
not just the beliefs but the behavior of the non-be
liever?" (Chris Matthews, San Francisco Examiner, 
Sept. 5, 2000). 



Abortion and homosexuality, for instance. 
0 Matthews also said, "So I think we need to get 

our heads around this. When Republican George W. 
Bush says that Jesus is his most valued "political phi
losopher," he is taken as a fool. When Democrat Joe 
Lieberman quotes scripture and demands we bring 
our "faith" into political debate, he is seen by many 
as a prophet." 

On Purpose? 
G Pick a universe, any universe. How many hy

pothetical universes would support life? 
Possibly only one, say the authors of a new study, 

published in the July issue of Science, the report says 
that if the physical forces within stars were only 
slightly different, our universe would be almost de-
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void of carbon and oxygen, and life would not exist. 
The findings bring scientists face to face with the 

question of design. "I am not a religious person, but I 
could say this universe is designed very well for the 
existence of life," said Heinz Oberhummer, astro
physicist at the University of Vienna, Austria. 

"The basic forces in the universe are tailor-made 
for the production of ... carbon-based life," Mr. 
Oberhummer told Space.com. · 

As Mr. Oberhummer put it, "We have no idea 
why the strengths of the forces are fine-tuned" to 
support life. The reasonable answer seems to be that 
someone intended it that way. 

In The Fifth Miracle, Paul Davies says, "The laws 
of the universe are cunningly contrived to coax life 
into being"; they "somehow know in advance about 
life and its vast complexity." This year's Templeton 
prize winner, Freeman Dyson, muses that "the uni
verse in some sense must have known we were com
ing." 

If the universe appears "tailor-made" for life, 
perhaps the simplest explanation is that it was tailor
made (Excerpts from Our ~~Tailor-made, Universe, 
by Nancy Pearcy, World, Sept. 2, 2000.). 

Irrational lear 
OMarvin Olasky coined "Christophobia" to de

scribe those who run from Christ, which, he says, is 
widespread. 

Olasky observes, "Two centuries ago Americans 
were against any particular denomination becoming 
the established religion, but they saw Christian belief 
underlying our entire government and social struc
ture. Alexis de Tocqueville in the early 19th century 
noted that ~ericans combine the notions of Chris
tianity and liberty so intimately in their minds that it 
is impossible to make them conceive of one without 
the other." 

Modern academia has stood that on its head and 
now says that Christian evangelical missionaries are 
a "threat to democracy." 

The U.S. Supreme Court in Abington vs Schempp 
argued that reading of portions of the New Testa
ment could be "psychologically harmful" to children. 

Liberal Protestant churches are often the most 
Christophobic of all. The church should be tough
minded in bringing the moral confrontation that 
Christ emphasized and that churches fleeing from 
the gospel hope to avoid. 

Olasky wrote, "Perhaps the most observant cur
rent viewer of Christophobia is not a Christian but 
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an Orthodox Jewish rabbi. Daniel Lapin wrote in his 
book, America's Real War, 'The educational bureau
cracy expects the state to accommodate every pos
sible bizarre cultural mutation and lifestyle, but finds 
prayer at graduation an intolerable and fatal com
promise of state neutrality toward religion. [T]hose 
of us who venerate freedom, be we Jewish or Chris
tian, be we religious or secularized, have no option 
but to pray for the health of Christianity in America. 
No other group possesses both the faith and the 
numbers sufficient to hold back the ever-encroach
ing, sometimes sinister, power of the state"' (World, 
Sept. 2, 2000). 

Well, my dear friends, Christophobia is not new. 
He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had 
not done among them the works which none 
other did, they had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated both me and my Fa
ther. But this cometh to pass, that the word may 
be fulfilled that is written in their law, They 
hated me without a cause ijohn 15:23-25). 

To oppose sin and plead for moral uprightness 
brings out legions of Christophobes. Jesus, you 
know, "loved righteousness and hated iniquity" 
(Heb. 1:9). Today many hate Jesus and love iniquity. 

O•e Solitary Lile 
0 Here is a young man who was born in an ob

scure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew 
up in another village. He worked in a carpenter shop 
until he was thirty, and then for three years he was 
an itinerant preacher. He never wrote a book. He 
never held an office. He never owned a home. He 
never had a family. He never went to college. He 
never traveled two hundred from the place where he 
was born. He never did one of the things that usually 
accompany greatness. He had no credentials but 
himself. 

While he was still a young man, the tide of public 
opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. He 
was turned over to his enemies. He went through the 
mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross, between 
two thieves. While he was dying, his executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property he had on 
earth, and that was his coat. When he was dead, he 
was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a 
friend. Nineteen centuries wide have come and gone, 
and today he is the leader of the column of progress. 

I am far within the mark when I say that all the 
armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever 
sailed, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all 
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not af-
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Volume XI .................................................... James, I, II Peter, 

· I, II, Ill John, Jude 
Volume XII .............................................................. Revelation 

Old Testament Series: 

Complete set ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $468.70 
The Pentateuch ................................................... 19.95 each 
Volume I ..................................................................... Genesis 
volume II ..................................................................... Exodus 
Volume Ill ................................................. Leviticus, Numbers 
Volume IV .......................................................... Deuteronomy 

The Books of History .......................................... 19.95 each 
Volume I (17.95) ........................................................ Joshua 
Volume II ............................................................ Judges, Ruth 
Volume Ill ............................................................ First Samuel 
Volume IV ....................................................... Second Samuel 
Volume V ................................................................ First Kings 
Volume VI .......................................................... Second Kings 
Volume VII ....................................... Arst, Second Chronicles 
Volume VIII ...................................... Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 

The Psalms .......................................................... 29.95 each 
Volume I .............................................................. Psalms 1·72 
Volume II ......................................................... Psalms 73-150 

The Books of Wisdom ........................................ 19.95 each 
Volume I ............................................................................. Job 
Volume II ................................................................... Proverbs 
Volume Ill ........ Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations 

The Major Prophets ............................................ 29.95 each 
Volume I ......................................................................... Isaiah 
Volume II .................................................................. Jeremiah 
Volume Ill ..................................................................... Ezekiel 
Volume IV (17.95) ......................................................... Daniel 

The Minor Prophets ............................................ 13.95 each 
Volume I ................................................... Joel, Amos, Jonah, 
Volume II ........................................... Hosea, Obadiah, Micah 
Volume Ill .................................................. Nahum, Habakkuk 

Zephaniah, Haggai 
Volume IV ................................................. Zechariah, Malachi 

1·800-572·3619 



fected the life of man upon this earth as has that one 
solitary life (Anonymous). 

Good Place 
t?~We thought this might be a good place and 

time to insert the following: . 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Students' 

Bill of Educational Rights 
We, as teachers and staff of [Your High School], 

believe that society's stigmatization of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender individuals is unjust; 

That this largely unchallenged stigma is respon
sible for an educational environment hostile to les
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender students through
out society; 

That such an environment perpetuates ho
mophobic bias; 

That we, as teachers and staff, have a responsibil
ity to create a school climate which we lcomes and 
honors, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender indi
viduals just as it should welcome and honor all oth
ers. 

We, therefore, pledge to support this Bill of Edu
cational Rights for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender students. 

We will serve these students in accordance with 
these principles and actively support their adoption 

PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 
which change agents are attempting to turn the church 
of our Lord into just another one of the many sects. 
This book is a 'must' for every leader in the church." 

"Not only lays bare the disease but points us to the 
only remedy for a broken brotherhood .. . the great 
physician ... much more than an expose of false 
teaching ... portions dealing with the existence of God 
and Biblical inspiration are well worth the price of the 
book." 

hardback • 528 pgs. 

$19.95 plus $3.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had @worldnet.att.net 

by the [Your School District] as part of our concern 
for the rights and dignity of all people. 

1. The right to fair and factual information 
about sexual orientation in textbooks and other 
classroom materials. 

· 2. The right to unbiased information about the 
historical and continuing contributions of lesbian . ' 
gay, btsexual and transgender people in all subject ar-
eas, including art, li terature, science, sports and his
tory. 

3. The right to positive role models, both in per
son and in the curriculum; the right to accurate in~ 
formation about themselves, free of negative judg
ment, and delivered by trained adults who do not 
only inform lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
students, but affirm them. 

4 . The right to attend schools free of verbal and 
physical harassment, where education not survival 

' ' is the priority. 
5. The right to attend schools where respect and 

dignity for all students, including lesbian, gay, bi
sexual and transgender students, is a standard set by 
the superintendent of public instruction, supported 
by the boards of education, and enforced by every 
principal, teacher and staff member. . 

6. The right to be included in all support pro
grams that exist to help teenagers deal with the diffi
culties of adolescence. 

7. The right to a heritage free of crippling self
hate and unchallenged discrimination. 

8. The right to advocacy through concerned 
staff and faculty. 

9. The right to inclusion in programs, curricu
lum, activities and teacher training that address is
sues of cultural diversity. 

[Copyright (c) 1995 !OutProud!, The National 
Coalition for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender 
Youth.] 

Wealth and Happiness 
{?iAccording to the Chicago Times, Aug. 27, 2000 

(thanks again to Earl Davis), Robert E. Lane, profes
sor of political science at Yale University, found "a 
spirit of unhappiness and depression haunting ad
vanced market democracies." 

Richer is not necessarily happier. The country's 
unprecedented surge in affluence fed by the robust 
economy and raging bull market of the late '90s is 
not spawning a corresponding surge in contentment. 

This does not surprise the Bible student. After 
all, Jesus said, ''A man's life consisteth not in abun-
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dance of the things which he possesseth." Building 
greater barns while neglecting to lay up treasure in 
heaven is to be a rich fool. 

Stop! Stop! 
{9}A leading Jewish group has asked vice presi

dential candidate Joseph Lieberman to stop empha
sizing his faith on the campaign trail, calling it "inap
propriate." 

The Anti-Defq.mation League, founded in 1913 
to fight anti-Jewish sentiments and other forms of 
bigotry, said Lieberman was merely the latest candi
date who was "flaunting" his religion (Chicago Tri
bune, Aug. 30, 2000). 

Middle East 
'.?Hsraelis and Palestinians who have spent 

months wrangling over which side should control 
Jerusalem's holy sites are turning their attention to 
an idea floated after Camp David's failure - put 
God in charge (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 1, 2000). 

Poor Kids 
!?}The Bureau of Justice Statistics said that at the 

end of last year 1,498,800 children under the age of 
18 had a parent in prison. That was a 60 percent in
crease since 1991 (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 1, 2000). 

Robots 
'.i}Scientists have created a robot that builds other 

robots. Mimicking biological evolution, the creator
robot (a computer) added, subtracted, and changed 
pieces at a rapid rate. After 600 generations of evolu
tion and fine tuning, the creature-robot have the 
brainpower of bacteria. The human scientist-de
signer, Jordan Pollack, said, "We hope to get to in
sect level in the next couple of years" (Chicago Tri
bune, Aug. 31, 2000). 

Peace, Peace, When There Is No Peace 
'.?/The Millennium Peace Summit was held in the 

United Nations building. One thousand religious 
leaders were invited to talk about promoting peace. 
If there is anything the world's major religions share, 
it is their impulse for peace. What religious leader 
would not come and take a stand for peace? 

To begin with, the one's who were not invited. 
The United Nations officials who organized the sum
mit on peace decided not to invite the Dalai Lama, 
for fear that his presence would offend Communist 
Chinese leaders. (The Chinese successfully chased 
the Dalai Lama our of Tibet, but they are still smart
ing about the fact that 40 years of bloody suppres-

34 November 2000 
Firm Foundation 

sion has not made his people forget him.) 
The Dalai Lama is one of the leaders of Tibetan 

Buddhists and one of the best known religious lead
ers in the world. He belongs to that elite group of 
people awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for a lifetime 
devoted to tireless promotion of peace. 

According to Archbishop Desmond Tutu, an
other Nobel laureate, the exclusion of the Dalai 
Lama "totally undermines the integrity of the United 
Nations and the credibility of the summit." 

This was not the only failure. The Southern Bap
tist Convention was not invited. If you are looking to 
represent the world, it is worth considering that 
there are more Southern Baptists in the U.S. than 
there are Jews worldwide, more Southern Baptists 
than Jains and Native Americans and Zoroastrians 
(all well represented at the conference). The Chinese 
Communists did not want the Baptists, so they were 
left out. 

Still, the Summit was not saved from discord. On 
the last day Hindu leaders condemned Christians for 
proselytizing, while an irate Cardinal Francis Arinze 
of the Vatican shot back that the Hindus were trying 
to limit religious freedom. 

Ted Turner cooked up the idea of a UN Religious 

Help! I Need 
a Bulletin Board ~

~---l 

'HELP! .l 
I need a ~~i 

. uktin ~ 
Pat Autrey and Mary Hollingsworth 
How-to book on making effective bulletin 
boards including 100 finished bulletin 
board ideas. 108 pgs. 

---~ ....................................................... $7.75 

101 Bright Bulletin 
Board Ideas 
Glenda Lee 
Based on Bible verses with simple 
illustrations to encourage all who see 
them. Decorating bulletin boards will be 
a breeze. Good for classrooms, halls, 
entry ways. 109 pgs . ............ ........ $8.00 

Science 
Bulletin Boards 
With A Bible Background 

John Hudson Ttner 

• • • • 

Excellent resource for bulletin board / ··~ . ?. .. It~ 
ideas that relate scientific fact to biblical ···2 c ·, • 
fact. 58 bulletin board ideas. 139 pgs. ~..., ., . ·-:- ; : -: 

$8 00 ~ ... _ . -- -····················································· . .._ ___ _. 
Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

1-800-572-3619 



Peace Summit, footed $300,000.00 of the bill, and 
got to be the keynote speaker. Turner is not what you 
would call a true believer in tolerance. In a 1990 
speech he called Christianity "a religion for losers." 
Turner declared the 10 commandments outdated. 
Even at the summit he wagged his finger at Chris
tians who believe that Christ is the only avenue to 
heaven (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 1, 2000 - and kudos 
to the astute Earl Davis who sent the article to us). 

MSNBC Stall and Wire Reports 
{9lSept. 11 -Hollywood has some explaining to 

do after a federal inquiry revealed Monday that the 
entertainment industry intentionally markets violent 
content to children. Nearly two-thirds of the R-rated 
movies surveyed had marketing plans explicitly 
aimed at children, the Federal Trade Commission 
found. 

The Federal Trade Commission "denounced 
what it called the 'pervasive and aggressive market
ing' of violent movies, music and video games to 
children," the NY Times reports. USA Today notes 
that regulators "pointed to material submitted by the 
industry that shows intentional plans to promote 
their products to underage audiences. One market
ing plan for an R movie stated that its purpose was to 
'make sure everyone between the ages of 12-18 was 
exposed to the film. '" 

Venkatachalapathi 
!9l0n Tuesday (Sept. 12), Catherine Moran be

came the first Roman Catholic nun - and the first 
non-ordained woman - to serve as guest chaplain 
and deliver the opening prayer in the United States 
Senate. 

Today (Sept. 15) the House will get its first ever 
Hindu priest to perform the daily invocation: 
Venkatachalapathi Samuldrala. Samuldrala, who is 
coming at the invitation of Rep. Sherrod Brown (D
Ohio). FF 

Need a weekly bulletin? 
Call for free sample 

Byways Publications 
1-800-982-7988 

E-mail 
gospelstudy@interlinkcc.com 

11Sound Bulletins 
for Sound Congregations" 

Adrift 
by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 

IA»ose 
Change 

., ......... f .t-:1 , ... 
~---... ~ 
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0 
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by Glenn Colley ,., 

A class book about the change movement among 
churches of Christ - a movement which seeks to 
loosen the restraints and requirements God has placed 
on people in his Word. The 13 chapters deal with the 
history of division among brethren, the church of 
Christ versus denominationalism, worhiping to please 
God, is it a sin to play the piano in worship, saved by 
grace, the " new" hermeneutic, fellowship and the 
bull's-eye gospel, women's role in today 's church, who 
are the brethren in the contemporary church, and other 
topics. paperback, 85 pages 

$3.95 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling for one book 
add .25 s&h for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

ftuestion: .what does the word Christmas mean? 
'fWhen dtd the observance of the birthday of 
Christ on December 25, begin? Is it wrong for Chris
tians to engage in any of the usual activities associ
ated with Christmas such as putting up Christmas 
trees, decorating lights, and exchanging gifts? 

Answer: The word Christmas is derived from the 
proper name "Christ," and the addition, "mass," 

a rite or commemorative ceremony Thus, the word 
Christmas originally signified a ceremony regarding 
Christ; and, in the minds of many, the celebration of 
his birth date, thought by such to be on December 
25. It is of significance that this word was not coined 
until the eleventh century - a thousand years after 
our Lord came to the earth. 

However, the observance or celebration of the 
birth of Christ, dates to the second century of the 
Christian era, the first traces of such being noted in 
the reign of the Roman emperor Commodus who 
died about A.D. 180. A tragic event occurred in con
nection with its observance when the pagan emperor 
Diocletian (born in A.D. 284), learned that there was 
a congregation of Christians assembled in the city of 
Nicomedia to celebrate the birthday of the Lord, and 
ordered the church doors closed and fire set to the 
building, all therein perishing in the flames. In the 
centuries immediately following the close of the ap
ostolic age, it appears that the birthday of Jesus was 
celebrated in the spring of the year, often as late as 
April or May; and, it was not until the fourth century 
that an agreement was reached by various religious 
parties and their leaders to observe December 25 as 
the day of our Lord's birth. 

The observance of Christmas, as a religious holi
day, did not originate in the apostolic age, and is 
without divine sanction. As a matter of fact, it is not 
possibh~ to determine in what month or on what day 
the Sav10r was born and inasmuch as there is neither 
precept nor example for its observance, faithful 
Christians do not keep it as a religious festival. 
While some today do regard it as such, many people 
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consider it as no more than a holiday around which 
many family, social and national traditions have 
?ath~re~, and there are in it for them no religious 
1mphcat10ns. I grew up in a home where these views 
prevailed and though the season contributed much 
to my happiness and enjoyme.nt, I was never under 
the impression that we were observing Christ's 
birthday. Christmas, when thus regarded, is simply 
an occasion when gifts are exchanged, families get 
together, and hearts are warmed by the happy fes
tivities. I have always felt that children, not privi
leged to experience the innocent joys of the holiday 
season, are being deprived of rich blessings right
fully theirs. 

The argument, that Christmas (Christ's +Mass), 
is of Catholic origin, and that the use of the term 
perpetuates the errors of this ecclesiasticism, lacks 
merit, for two reasons: (1) the word no longer con
veys its exclusive earlier meaning, signifying to many 
of us no more than a holiday; (2) it is inconsistent to 
offer this objection and to refuse the use of the word 
Christmas, because of its origin, while using, with
out question, many others of similar objectionable 
origin, but which have also undergone modification 
but no longer convey an improper sense. Sunday de
rives from sacred day of the sun; Monday, sacred 
day of the moon; Wednesday, "Woden's Day," 
(Woden was one of the chief idols of mythology); 
Thursday designates the day of the war God Thor· 
and Saturday comes from Saturn, the ancient' god of 
seed sowing. To us the days of the week bear no re
semblance to earlier usage and we use them in har
mony with their meaning to us and not to others. 
Similarly, Christmas is not a "mass for Christ " but a 
day of joy, gladness, and warmth when frie~ds and 
loved on.es take occasion to meet and mingle, ex
change gtfts and good wishes, and relax in a season 
of happiness and good will. 

Freed-Hardeman University 
Lectureship Book, pp 202-3 
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Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republic.net 

-England-
Mildenhall - Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams L:lne, Camb. Tel. 01223-2 10101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" 

-Alaska-

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 L:l L:lta. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j osh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

- Florida -
Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, usc Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

- Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Jacksonville- L:lke Forest Church of Christ, 950 Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
393 1. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Sun. IO, I I a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
L L:l (907) 243 7007 @ · d 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. . ux - . sacoc gc1.net p.m., We . 7:30p.m. Maynard Booker, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
9970 1. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Jacksonville - Jacksonville Church of Christ, 
Hwy. 204 across from j acksonville State 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-621 1. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 o r 
778-8955 

Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, 
553-0546. 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumbcr at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order
while supplies /sst 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Flo rida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Margate - Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
584-0703 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aur.ora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (32 1) 254-2261. 

Orange Park- L:lkeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 L:lke Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia -
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Ohio-
Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
L:lwrcncc, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

- Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. L:lrry 
Thomas, preacher. 

I 
I 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Cari"9 & Sharif19 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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-Tennessee
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville- Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.ll)., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile nonh of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. . .... 
Hurst- Nonheast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

-Virginia-
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
.Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn. Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, Olympia _ Olympia· Church of Christ, 3132 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs,.~r~~~her. 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e-
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 mail: blbake@olywa.l]~~ ~· J. Moffit, evangelist. 
Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. UndeU Mitchell, minister. -Wyoming-

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, Ch H'gh PI · Ch ch f Christ, 42 

(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 eyenne- 1 ams ur 0 1 Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

d I f lean 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 

p.m., We . 7 p.m. 13 mi es w o Te"ar a on 5 w d 7 (307) 638 7466 
k 'II 1. a.m., p.m., e . p.m., - or 

Hwy 67. Mar M1 er! ~!~ge 1st. (307) 634-3040. 

..... 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, Sheridan- Nonhside Church of Christ, 58 West 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, w d 7 

h (s • • E gl' h d a.m., e . p.m. Rigo Arguera, preac ers. erv1c:es m n IS an 
Spanish.) 

-Texas-
San Antonio - Nonhem Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 

Baytown- Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 preacher. (210) 496-1346 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Monte Evans, 
preacher. internet: http://web.wt.net/-dgal 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(eolarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Danton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered In this 
pocket-sized book, 3• x 57/a•. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

~fowers 
tJ1tat~ver 
~acfe 
The words of hope and Inspiration In this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
In the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 
$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
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Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Rrm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Founpation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-41nches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
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Year 2001 
Wall Calendar 

23• wide x 34• high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 
1·10 calendars •••• $6.00 

11-16 calendars •••• 10.00 
17·20 calendars •••• 20.00 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Special Sale 
Foy E. Wallace .Jr. Books 
New books, slightly ma"ed covers 

Revelation 
paperback • 477 pgs. 

--
God's Prophetic Word 

paperback • 573 pgs. 

God's Prophetic Word: 12 chapters: The 
Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; 
The Church Age; The Throne of David; The 
Second Coming of Christ- Is It Imminent?; 
The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Premlllennlal?; Seventh Day Adventism -Its 
Origin and Its Errors; The Consequences of 
Premillennlalism; Anglo-lsraellsm; Excursus 
on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the appendix, 
•Passages from the Pioneers• provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premll-
lennlallsm. 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

-Both books for $28.5o-

$4.00 s&h for one book 
$4.50 for both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work o r congrega tions seeking preachers. O ther church-related maHer is ac
ce pted in keeping with the publisher's sta ndards. Send correspondence to Firm Founda tio n, Ad 

De portme nt, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic. net. All ads, classified, 
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All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid b e ing charged for the 
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Preachers Needed 
Congregation of 110 members seeking full-ti me 
pulpit preacher, doctrinally conservative, who will 
work under the elde rs. Chu rch is in ciry of 65,000 
which has one universiry and 3 colleges. Salary 
includes 3-bd brick home. Call o r write fo r details: 
Church of Christ, 1456 5th Ave., Terre Haute, IN 
47807. (812) 232-7710. 

Preacher wanted fo r local congregation in South 
Kansas Ciry, Mo.Behon, a bedroom communiry of 
Kansas Ciry, with a population of approximately 
20,000 and growing is looking fo r a preacher to 
work with the Elders and Deacons. We have 85-90 
members made up of retirees, professionals, teens 
and young married.An attractive home in the 
communiry, in an AAA school district, owned by 
the church , is provided as pan o fyo ur 
compensation.Resume and inquiries should be 
addressed to Elders, Belton Church of Ch rist, P.O. 
Box 25 1, Belton, Mo. 640 12.You may contact the 
church fo r additional information by calli ng 816-
331-18 11. 

Family/Youth/Involvement minister : Wonderful 
opportunity for an dynamic minister (5-10 yrs 
experience preferred) to work with a congregation 
of 400+ members including 50+ youth. Sol id 
eldership with many deacons. O ur congregation is 
an ideal environment for a hardworking Bible
based family. If you believe you arc the one God 
has in mind for our position, send your resume 
an d phi loso phy o f mi n istry to: SEARCH 
COMMITTEE, Nethe rwood Pa rk Church of 
Christ, 5 100 Indian School Rd. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87110 o r call (505) 256-7389. Or, email 
us at FYlminister@netherwood.org. Check out our 
we bsite fo r job descri p ti on at 
www.netherwood.o rg. Salary $40,000+ depending 
upon qualifications. 

Seeking an experienced, sound , conserva tive 
preacher to work with us building up the church. 
Small congregation of 50-60 members, without 
elders. We can offer $500. per week plus 3-
bcdroom house. Send resume to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 413, Calera, OK 74730; or call Tom 
Adams (580) 920-1983. 

Preacher needed for con g. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming communiry. Partial support needed. j ohnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; jim Warren (912) 723-
5196. 

Evangelist needed for congregation of 17 5 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide - special emphasis on South Pacific 

-are a foca l point of the congregation's ministry. 
Salary compe ti tive based upon education and 
experience. Send resume to Elders, Placerville 
C hu rch o f C hrist, 4120 M isso uri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-6221. Application packet 
will be forwarded to you. Fax (530) 642-8435; 1-
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

You th/associa te m iniste r want ed fo r 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
univers ity or preaching school. He wi ll be 
responsible for all youth and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete info rmation packet, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 
Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Spanish language preaching position open. T he 
Hughson, Califo rnia, Church of Christ is searching 
for a mature, conservative, bil ingual (English & 
Spanish) preacher. Experience working with a local 
congregation unde r the oversight of Elders is 
desirable. H ispanic a pplicants are p referred. 
Hughson's population is approx. 33% Hispanic, 
representing an excellent evangelistic opportuniry. 
Salary and benefits open. For further information 
contact Elders Gary Dee (209) 883-465 1 or Orville 
House (209) 883-0194, or send a resume to the 
Church of Christ, 1519 Tully Road, H ughson, CA 
95326. 

Congregation of 50 members in southeastern O hio 
needs full-ti me minister. Ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, Bible based, hard-working gospel 
preacher. If you are interested in worki ng with a 
dedicated group of Christians who love the Lord 
and wanr to see the church grow, then we are for 
you. Salary and benefits arc negotiable. Contact 
Shayne Poe (740) 286-255 1; Wellston Church of 
Christ. 

Preacher wanted for small congregation. Will 
sup ply 6-bdrm house, uti lities, $400/month. 
Add itional suppo rt needed. Send r es um e, 
references, and tape of recent sermon and family 
photo to Church of Christ, an n. Ed Watts, P.O. 
Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Congregation with 70 members with an eldership 
seeks a sound, conservative preacher. Salary plus 
4-yr-old, 3-bdrm home. This position is available 
immediately. Please send resume and recent sermon 
tape to Sunnyview Church of Christ, Box 896, 
Farmington, MO 63640 in care of the elders. 

Wanted: Church builder (full-rime minister) for 
young, suburban, Southern Cal. congregat ion 
willing to properly pay and work with a vigorous 
man, who searches and correctl y app lies the 
scriptures while demonstrating success at attracting 

new members, and who can be as Paul uall things 
to all" of this diverse life-sryles, ric-less, informal, 
family-stressed, mega-church culture. Send resume 
to bgroveswon@earthlink.net for a prospectus." 

The Woodland Oaks Church of Christ is seeking 
its first full-time minister fo llowing five years of 
solid growth and recent completion of its first 
permanent faci liry. T he congregation is located in 
a dynamic and rapidly growing area 35 mi. north 
of Houston, TX, and faces challenges applying 
and spreading Christ's teachings while providing 
fo r the spiritual growth and nourishment of its 
members. The successful candidate will have a high 
level of energy, grounded with 5-to-15 years of 
success in building congregational harmony and 
teamwork through sound, scriptural teaching. 
Effectiveness with youth is a must. For more 
information, contact: Woodland Oaks Church of 
Christ, 7300 Crown Ridge Drive, The Woodlands, 
TX 77382 (409) 273-0010 

Preachers Available 
Mi nist er available fo r pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restora tion Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectu res hip Books o n Diskette for 
Windows. The Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1 997), The Godhead (1 998). Limited 
quantity of The Godhead fo r MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
fo r hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta ? Welcome to Avondale 
- a n active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute o f Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (8 00) 766-4641 

Back to t he Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551 -8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

'life tory 
8ver 
'rrials 

by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is fo r you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$ 10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 8.25% t;u 
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Large Print Bibles 
KJV Cambridge, (12 pt.) French Moroccan Leather, 

Black 0-521-50881-9, Burgundy 0-521-50880-0 ................................................. $56.99 

KJV Cambridge, Giant-Print (22 pt.) 4-vol. edition, 
Hardcover, Dark blue 0-521-50866-5 ................................... ~ ............................... 110.00 

KJV Cambridge, Giant-Print (22 pt.) 4 Gospels and Psalms, 
Hardcover, Dark green 0-521-51070-8 ..................................................................... 9.99 

NASB FP Giant Print ( 14 pt.) Genuine Leather, Black 1-885217 -g-4-3 ............................ 49.99 

KJV Holman Hand size Giant Print, 59/t6"x8Y2" (13 pt.) Reference, Genuine Leather, 
Black 1-55819-787-7 or Burgundy 1-55819-789-3 ................................................ 38.99 

KJV Holman Giant Print (15 pt.) 63/4"x91fs", Reference, Genuine Leather, 
Black 1-55819-812-1 or Burgundy 1-55819-814-8 ................................................ 44.99 

KJV Thompson Chain Reference (11 pt.), Genuine Leather, 
Black 0-88707-154-6 or Burgundy 0-88707-156-2 ................................................ 89.95 

NKJV Nelson Personal size, Giant Print Reference (13Y2 pt.), 
Bonded Leather, Black 0-8407-8532-1 ..................................•................................ 39.99 

KJV Nelson Classic Giant Print (13Y2 pt.) Bonded Leather, Black 0-8407-0488-7 ........ 39.99 
KJV Nelson Giant Print (13Y2 pt.) Personal size, Reference, Bonded Leather, 

Black 0-8407-0575-1, Navy 0-8407-0589-1, Burgundy 0-8407-0577-8, 
Dusty Rose 0-8407-0594-8, Hunter Green 0-8407-1786-5 ................................... 32.99 

$7.00 for thumb index • $3.50 per line for name on the front cover 
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(888) 367·6216 • Call for information on other Bibles 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2000 

Vol. 115 Houston, Texas • December 2000 No. 12 

(Our multi-talented and highly esteemed brother, Hugo McCord, noting that we sometimes print pieces 
from the past, sent the following to us with the request that we consider reprinting it. It is a joy to accommo
date his request. The study is worthy of your careful attention. ) 

Internal Evidences 
of the Bible's Inspiration 

By Hugo McCord 

' 

hrough the centuries clear minds have per
ceived two gigantic pillars supporting fai th in 
the Bible: evidence found outside the Bible, as 

the discovery of Hezekiah's tunnel; and evidence 
found within the Bible itself that points ro its super
human origin. This discussion is restricted to the in 
ternal proofs, and the printed portio n is restricted to 
(I) general biblical characteristics pointing tO a heav
enly authorsh ip; (II) the impact of ancient predic
tions of a coming M essiah; (III) the kind o f person 
Jesus was; and (IV) testimony of unbelievers on the 
effect the Bible has had on their thinking. 

11There Is But One" 
The dying Sir Walter Scott, in a room with 20,000 
books, was surprised when a friend asked what book 
he would like ro have read ro hi m. "Need you ask? 
There is but one." 

The scholarly Henry van Dyke also put the Bible 
on a shelf by itself: 

Bo rn in the East, and clothed in o riental form 
and imagery, the Bible walks the ways of the 
world with familiar feet, and enters land after 
land to find its own everywhere. lr has learned 
to speak in hundreds o f languages to the bean of 

a man. It comes inro the palace to tell the mon
arch that he is a serva nt of t he M ost High, a nd 
into the cottage to tell the peasant t hat he is a 
child of God. Child ren listen to irs stor ies with 
wonder and delight, and wise men ponder them 
as parables of life. 

Unity Amid Diversity 
A striking quality of the Bible is, in the midst of end
less diversity, an amazing unity. Its diversity is seen in 
its sixty-six parts, written by about thirty-six authors, 
many unknown ro each other, living under different 
governments (as Assy ria, Babylonia, Medo-Persia, 
Greece, Rome), in three languages, over a period of 
fifteen hundred years. Yet when these writings are 
placed together, their oneness is astOunding. 

T he chief unity in the scriptures is Jesus (Rev. 
19: 10). Every Bible book has something ro do with 
the Man of Galilee. It has pleased God ro swn up all 
things in his Son (Eph. 1:1 0). Someone wrote: 

In Genesis, I see him prophesied as Shilo h. In 
Exodus, as the passover Lamb. In Leviticus, as 
the Scapegoat. In Psalms, as the Shepherd. In 
Canticles, as the Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the 
Va lley, and the Chiefest of Ten Thousand. In 
Job, as the Daysman. In Isaiah, as the Suffering 

(continued 0 11 page 4) 
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Editorial 

Happy New Year 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We are moving into the first year of the 
third millennium anno Domini and 
need to trim our sa ils and confirm 

our course. It is always proper to examine foun
dational facts and locate the North Star. Reli
giously, this involves looking afresh at our 
guidebook, checking our compliance, and fix
ing our eyes on the goal. The turn of the year is 
a good time to do this. 

The Bible only (solo scripture) is the professed rule for most of 
those who claim to accept Jesus as the Son of God, but profession 
is one thing- practice is another. 

Anyway, it is well to pledge allegiance to the revealed Word of 
God. Jehovah has spoken to us through is son (Heb. 1:1-2). The 
Son of God is mightier than Moses and superior to angels (not to 
mention Joseph Smith, Ellen White, Muhammad, or Brahma, 
Vishnu, and Shiva). The Bible is arguably superior to all other 
"holy books." It is demonstrably unique. 

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things 
that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them" (Heb. 2:1). 

Our devotion to sacred scripture must be "haply" (ASV)- that 
is timely, which is to say that there is never a time for us to be inat
tentive to the Word of God. It is an "in season and out of season" 
proposition. We devour it with our eyes or ears, digest it with our 
spirit (mind), and it lives in us because it is now an implanted word 
Qames 1:21). It is a part of us- engrafted by our own efforts. 

Our faithfulness to the Captain of our salvation, the apostle 
and High Priest of our confession, must be unquestioning and un
swerving (Heb. 5 :6-9; John 12:48). 

You may think it is unnecessary to state this self-evident truth. 
However many ruses are employed to disarm the Christian soldier 
and take away his sword (the Word of God, Eph. 6: 17). When we 
allow ourselves to be stripped of the powerful gospel of God we 
stand barehanded against a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5 :8), and he will 
destroy us, leaving no scrap. 

"We are not ignorant of his devices" (2 Cor. 2: 11). We under
stand that he will attempt to gain an advantage over us by asking 
such things as, "Must we understand the Bible perfectly to be 
saved?" Or, by giving a list of items, some commanded and some 
op tional, and try to leave the impression that music in Christian 
worsh ip is the same as deciding the hour for first-day-of-the-week 
worship. If we fall for this scam, we will end up caring not a whit 



for anything the Bible teaches. It will all be up for grabs and go up 
in smoke. 

The baseless notion that grace dispenses with law and faith 
with works is another ploy used by the Devil to disarm the saint 
and render him helpless and hopeless. If we are under grace, and 
not under any law at all, then the New Testament is worthless, be
cause it is law (Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 9:27). The barefaced mishandling 
of Romans 6:14-15 [under grace and not under law] must close its 
eyes and harden its heart to many passages that present the gospel 
as law (Rom. 2:13; 3:27; 8:2; 1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2; James 1:25; 
2:8; 1:12). 

It should be obvious that when Paul says that because of grace 
we are not under law that he is not speaking of the "law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ," but is talking about the "law of sin and death," and 
the inability of the law of Moses to save (Heb. 8:8-12). 

The good news that makes us free from sin and Satan is prom
ised in Jeremiah 31:31-34, confirmed in Hebrews 8:8-12, and ful
filled in the soul-saving blood of the Lamb (Matt. 26 :28). It is a 
nlaw" written on the heart Uer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10). The greatest 
value and most precious promise of that law, engraved in our in
most parts, is that it causes God to be "merciful to" our "iniqui
ties," and our "sins will" he "remember no more." Nothing is 
more vital and valuable than freedom from sin (Mark 8:36). 

You can have a benevolent program without a cross. You can 
have a good job and high income without a cross. You can have 
self-improvement programs without a cross. But you cannot have 
forgiveness without a cross (Heb. 9:22). The blood of animals can
not take away sin (Heb. 10:4 ). But we can be "loosed from our 
sins by his Uesus) blood" (Rev. 1 :5). We can wash our robes and 
make them "white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:14). 

Our focus must be on salvation. 
If God's grace makes us free from all of God's law, why was 

the New Testament written? If commands, precepts, and instruc
tion have no value, we may as well throw the Bible out the win
dow. 

Question: Is it not inane to appeal to the New Testament to 
prove that the New Testament has no force? 

We are either under the established rule of the new covenant, 
or we are not under those statutes. If we are under them, let us 
abide by them. If we are not under them, let us burn them in the 
fire. 

If because of grace we are not under law, then anything goes. If 
not, then by what principle will anyone attempt to apply any com
mand? There is no wiggle room. It is an either/or proposition. We 
are either under law, or we are not under law. If we are under law, 
the law must be faithfully followed; if we are not under law, the 
floodgate is open and there are no restrictions. 

The Bible means something or it means nothing. We must ei
ther faithfully follow its teaching or we can disregard anything and 
everything it says. You cannot pick and chose. It is binding in every 
detail or it is ... well ... a joke. 
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As we move into the New Year we must commit 
ourselves to submission and obedience to the perfect 
law of life and liberty Uames 1:25; 2 :8}. 

What greater blessing can we garner ... what 
more important lesson can we learn ... than to renew 
daily our commitment to God and his saving law (2 
Cor. 4:16) . 

God has given us time, and "time is the stuff out 
of which life is made." It comes and goes in its silent, 
rapid, voiceless, and ceaseless flight. Time enables us 
to prepare fo r eternity. 

It is important to begin this New Year in a correct 
and proper way. It is good to review the past to learn 
its lessons and apply its wisdom, but looking back is 
not enough - we must turn our faces to the future 
and subordinate our passions to conscience, to rea
son, and to the will of God. 

"Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as un
wise, but as wise; redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil" (Eph. 5:15-16). P.O. Box690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Internal Evidences 
of the Bible's Inspiration 
(continued from page 1) 

Servant. In Daniel, as the Holy One. In Jer
emiah, as the Branch. In Matthew, as the Mes
siah. In Mark, as the Miracle Worker. In Luke, 
as the Christ. In John, as the Word. In Acts, as 
the Prince of Life. In Romans, as the Deliverer. 
In First Corinthians, as the Wisdom of God. In 
Colossians, as the Fi rstborn of a ll Crea tion. In 
First Peter, as the Chief Bishop. In Revelation, as 
the Alpha and Omega. 

If one placed the ancient Greek writings all in 
one volume, no unity could be found except in com
mon Greek authorship. As regards other alleged sa
cred books, little unity is observable. The Moham
medan, Zoroastrian, and Buddhist scriptures are 
"destitute of beginning, middle or end. They are, for 
the most part, collections of heterogeneous materials 
loosely placed together" Uames Orr). 

If one can imagine thirty-six musicians (or sculp
tors, or artists) without overall supervision produc
ing a harmonious symphony (or statue or painting), 
then one can imagine the thirty-six Bible authors 
producing their masterpiece without one great Mind 
directing them all. 

Whence but from Heaven, could men, unskilled 
in arts, 

In different ages born, in several parts, 
Weave such agreeing truths? Or how or why, 
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie? 

Simplicity and Depth 
The joining together of incomprehensible depths of 
knowledge with information childlike in its simplic
ity is another characteristic which puts the Bible in a 
class by itself. Its stories of Joseph and Daniel and 
Jesus are sparklingly clear. At the same time it dis
cusses the Jewish-Gentile interplay, a grafting into an 
olive tree, a discussion which has engaged the best of 
human minds in repeated investigations. Its plan of 
salvation is so simple that the wayfaring man need 
not err therein (I sa. 35:8; Eph. 5 : 17), while at the 
same time its descriptions of what the future holds, 
as in John's visions, no man can fully comprehend. 
While the depth of its riches of knowledge cannot be 
plumbed (Rom. 11 :33), yet the average word in the 
Bible contains less than five letters. 

Impartiality 
"There is but one" book when the impartiality of 
Bible writers toward its heroes is considered. Biogra
phers ordinarily either laud their heroes, minimizing 



faults, or they overemphasize character defects and 
misrepresent their subjects. But in the Bible there is 
little of commendation or of condemnation. Usually 
the reader is the one who assesses the worth or 
worthlessness of the one discussed. 

In a way quite removed, the Bible sets forth the 
admirable qualities of Noah and then describes his 
drunkenness. As an ideal news reporter, Bible writers 
set forth the excellencies and the sins of David. The 
scriptures describe Abraham's deep faith, but they do 
not hide his falsifying to Pharaoh. Peter was of such a 
personality that the Gospel writers are bound to 
have had strong feelings toward him, but their re
ports simply set forth uncolored facts, both as to his 
devotion and to his denials of Christ. The personal 
ambition of James and John is described with the 
same vividness as their committal to the person of 
Christ. 

The ability of the Bible writers, as ideal histori
ans, catering to nobody, writing as if they had no fa
vorites when they did have favoritism, to be imper
sonal puts them in a realm beyond other biogra
phers. 

Brevity 
Conciseness is a quality all good writers seek for, but 
few are successful. In this area the sacred penmen 
have won the applause of all. The story of the 
universe's creation is vividly portrayed in only 
thirty-four verses, " in fewer words than the average 
sports writer uses to tell of a routine high school bas
ketball game." The account of Jesus' baptism re
quires only five verses, and the stilling of the sea only 
five. The transfiguration story is told in eight verses, 
and the account of Jesus' death takes only two chap
ters. Jesus' ministry of 1200 days is condensed to 
events of thirty-four days. Stephen in one chapter 
sets forth nearly 2,000 years of history. The death of 
the first apostle takes only eleven words. 

Perfection 
The New Testament claims Qames 1 :25) that it is the 
perfect law, and after nineteen hundred years the 
claim is still untarnished. All who have lived by its 
teachings find nothing lacking and they find nothing 
that can be improved. 

A mark of human origin of anything is that it is 
improvable. As excellent as were the McGuffey's 
Readers and Ray's Blueback Speller, long since im
provements have been found and they have been re
placed. Chemistry books of a generation ago taught 
that the atom is indivisible, and that transmutation 

of elements was only an impossible wish of alche
mists. Now those chemistry books have become mu
seum p1eces. 

But generation after generation the Bible is un
changed and requires no editi ng. Many have pre
sumed to know more than the Bible, but their new 
teachings never do for people what the Bible unfail
ingly accomplishes. If the Bible is of wholly human 
origin, it becomes the first example of any human 
work never requiring modification, never needing to 
be updated. 

The church creeds, though based on the Bible, 
and though penned by scholars, over and over have 
to be revised. This is to be expected, since they were 
not written by men borne along by the Holy Spirit. 
The fact that the Bible retains freshness and respect 

· in all countries and in all ages with no revisions puts 
it alone on the top shelf of every library, and that fact 
requires an explanation. 

Restraint 
The restraint of Bible writers has made men marvel. 
Much curiosity they have not satisfied. The sacred 
penmen would have given the details about the iden
tity of Cain's wife, about the place of Moses' burial, 
about the eighteen silent years of Jesus' life, about 
his personal appearance, about the words which he 
wrote on the ground, about Lazarus' expenences 
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during four death days, and about Paul' s paradise 
trip if they had been ordinary writers. If knowledge 
of those events. were available, even at this late date, 
it would make newspaper headlines and best-sellers 
would be published. The fact that Bible writers held 
to their purpose of giving all things that pertain to 
life and godliness, and did not cater to human curios
ity, makes them singular among authors. 

Literary Excellence 
Many books are masterpieces of literary excellence, 
but "there is but one" when the best is described. A 
scholar writes that the "Hebrew prophets exhibit a 
brilliance in the use of forms" which "gives them a 
higher rank as poets than any corresponding phe
nomena in Babylon or Egypt or elsewhere." The 
book of Job "rises high above the parallel specimens 
in the kindred cultures." 

As regards the New Testament, except for Luke 
and Paul, the writers apparently were unlearned men 
(cf. Acts 4:13 ), and that they could write books at all 
is itself a marvel. Few fishermen, confined all their 
lives to their task, could write anything without com
mitting great faults, but these Bible writers exhibit 
self-command and self-discipline which continue to 

hold respect. 
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Literary excellence does not prove the divinity of 
the Bible, but such a quality is just what one would 
expect if its origin is in heaven. 

Indestructibility 
That the Bible exists today, after trial by fire and af
ter the ravages of time, is a surprise. Even when 
books are not persecuted, not many survive the gen
eration in which they are written. 

The nation which produced the Bible also pro
duced other books, but they did not survive. A 
knowledge about them is available only because the 
Old Testament made reference to them (cf. Josh. 
10:13; Num. 21:14). The surviving Jewish apocry
phal books maintain a currency only because of their 
relation to biblical religion. Someone wrote: 

T he empire of Caesar is gone; the legions of 
Rome are smoldering in the dust: the avalanches 
that Napoleon hurled upon Europe have melted 
away: the prince of the Pharaohs is fallen: the 
pyramids they raised to be their tombs are sink
ing each day into the desert sand; Tyre is a rock 
for b leaching fishermen's nets; ... but the Word 
of God still survives. All things that threatened 
to extinguish it have only aided it; and it proves 
every day how tra nsient is the noblest monu
ment that men can build, how enduring is the 
least word that God has spoken. 

Nero succeeded in killing Paul, but today Nero is 
dead, and his empire, but Paul's prison epistles are 
still living and active. In A.D. 303 the emperor 
Diocletian ordered all copies of the scriptures de
stroyed. To celebrate his success (?) he had a medal 
engraved. "THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION IS DE
STROYED AND THE WORSHIP OF THE GODS 
RESTORED." Then he erected a monument at a 
place where Bibles had been burned carrying the in
scription, "EXTINCT IS THE NAME OF CHRIS
TIANS." But twenty years later another Roman em
peror, Constantine, was seeking to put Bibles in all 
the churches of the empire. The Bible claims inde
structibility (1 Pet. 1 :23), and its history demon
strates that its claim is no idle boast. 

0 Believest Thou the Prophets"' 
Paul apparently had information that the king before 
whom he stood took the Old Testament very seri
ously when he exclaimed, "King Agrippa, believest 
thou the prophets? I know that thou believest" (Acts 
26:27). How much he had studied the Old Testa
ment predictions about the coming Messiah we do 
not know, but he was himself part Jew (Luke calls his 
sister a Jewess, Acts 24:24) . But anybody, Jew or 
Gentile, who reads the Old Testament, written long 



before Jesus' arrival, cannot help but believe the 
prophets when he sees how clearly they foretold the 
Messiah. 

Testimony about Jesus was the chief purpose of 
prophecy (Rev. 19:10). To him all the prophets gave 
witness (Acts 10:43). The seed of the woman would 
bruise Satan's head (Gen. 3:15; Gal. 4:4; Heb. 
2:12-14). He would be of Abraham's seed (Gen. 
12:13; Gal. 3:16), of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 
49:10); of the family of David (Psa. 89:3-4). He 
would be virgin-born (lsa. 7: 14 ), in Bethlehem (Mic. 
5 :2). Before him a forerunner would prepare his way 
(lsa. 40:3 ). His Galilean ministry was foretold (lsa. 
9:1-2). His superhuman wisdom (lsa. 11:1-3) and his 
mighty deeds were pictured (lsa. 35:5). Foretold was 
his consuming zeal for his Father's house (Psa. 69:9; 
John 2:16-17). 

That he was to be a man of sorrows (lsa. 53:2), a 
knower of grief (lsa. 53:3), and a sin-bearer (lsa. 
53:11) were startling facts outlined in preceding 
years. Upon him stripes would be laid (lsa. 53:5), but 
no resistance would be offered (lsa. 53:7). He would 
be rejected (lsa. 53:3) and his disciples were foretold 
as cowardly (Zech. 13:7). For thirty pieces of silver 
(Zech. 11:12) one of them was to betray him (Psa. 
41:9). Long before the bribe was paid, the disposi
tion of the blood money was foretold (Zech. 11:12). 
That he would be spit upon (lsa. 50:6) and set 
among criminals (lsa. 53:12) were predicted facts. 
He would be mocked, not only with scornful words 
(Psa. 22:7-8), but also with bitterized wine (Psa. 
69:21). By the casting of a lot his clothing was to be 
divided (Psa. 22:18). His hands and his feet were to 
be pierced (Psa. 22:16), but no bones were to be bro
ken (Psa. 34:20). The crucified one would pray for 
his crucifiers (lsa. 53:12). Into a rich man's tomb he 
would be placed (lsa. 53:9), but his body would not 
decay (Psa. 16:10). Into heaven he would ascend 
(Psa. 110:1-3; 45:6). 

Canon Liddon counted 332 prophecies in the 
Old Testament about Christ. Alfred Edersheim listed 
45 6 passages referring to Christ and his kingdom. 
How could these have been fulfilled accidentally in 
one man? It is no wonder that jesus asserted, "If any 
man wills to do his will, he shall know of the teach
ing" 0 ohn 7: 17). There can be no excuse for infidel
ity. 

The uniqueness of the Bible is seen in that other 
books pertaining to religion (those of Islam, 
Buddism, Confucianism, Shintoism, and Zoroastri
anism) make no attempts to predict the future. The 

Bible, as it were, puts itself on a limb and risks being 
cut off, a chance that other books of religion dare 
not take. 

When self-made prophets are placed by the side 
of the Bible prophets, somebody gets embarrassed. 
For example, Canning predic.ted that the South 
American colonies would develop as has the United 
States. Disraeli predicted that the Southern Confed
eracy would become an independent nation. Inger
soll predicted that within ten years there would be 
two theaters for one church. Cardan, an Italian 
mathematician, predicted the day and hour of his 
own death, and at the proper time committed sui
cide. Jeane Dixon, two weeks before Jacqueline 
Kennedy's marriage to Aristotle Onassis, said she 
could see no marriage for Jackie in the near future. 
Another of her predictions was, "Russia will be the 
first nation to put a man upon the moon." 

"The One Altogether Lovelyn 
'~ll ages will proclaim that, among the sons of men," 
wrote the unbelieving philosopher Joseph Renan, 
"there were none born greater than Jesus." The 
unique one, the rose of Sharon, the lily of-the-valley, 
the fairest among ten thousand, the one altogether 
lovely, the Word of God whom words cannot de
scribe. 

Keeping youthful desires under control, Jesus as 

~Kena;n;~ 
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a lad was turned toward religion. Though he knew 
he was the Son of God, he subjected himself as a 
youth to his earthly parents. Though he knew he 
would be a preacher, yet he learned hard physical 
work in a carpenter's shop. Though not a husband, 
yet he respected wives and children and mothers. 
Though not a father, yet he held little ones in his 
arms. Though speaking with authority, yet he was 
gentle and lowly. Unschooled, yet he was the master 
teacher. Tired and hungry, yet consumed with 
soul-saving, he forgot his own needs. Obsessed for 
justice, he refused to embarrass a sinful penitent, re
buking her persecutors instead. Free from race preju
dice, he was a friend to the hated Samaritans. From 
the love of money he was free, owning not a pillow, 
being content to be rich in good works. Free from 
worldly ambition, he rejected attempts to make him 
an earthly king. Free from selfishness, he worked 
early and late, going about doing good. Free from 
self-righteousness, he was a friend of sinners. Having 
respect for things sacred, he forcibly removed com
mercialism and thievery from the temple. 

Detesting hypocrisy, he exposed the assumed 
righteousness of the Pharisees. An acid tongue had 
he for duplicity, but toward penitents he was gentle 
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and approachable. Loving the unfortunate, even at 
the expense of popularity, he helped those in need. 

Moved with compassion, multitudes of hungry 
people he fed. Grieved at death, and weeping, he 
comforted the brokenhearted. 

Born in a stable to humble parents, never did he 
get above his station. He washed feet, and plain 
people were at ease in his presence. He had no quirks, 
no one-sided views on any subject. Devout exceed
ingly, yet he was no ascetic. His overall perspective 
was otherworldly, yet he concentrated on his work in 
this world. He was a balanced, a whole person. Per
fectly he was able to combine piety and philanthropy. 

Never hesitant, never making a mistake, he was 
in charge of every situation. Completely self
possessed, yet free of self-sufficiency, he obtained 
strength to help in time of need through daily devo
tionals with his Father. Making the Father's will his 
will, unveeringly he denied himself, always for the 
sake of others. Loving his enemies, free from resent
ment, he excused his murderers and prayed for 
them. Loving his neighbor more than he loved him
self, he won the benediction of his Father and the 
gratitude of sinners. 

If Jesus had not claimed deity, his character would 
have claimed it for him. No mere human has ap
proached the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Jesus. Eye-witnesses said they beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only one of his nature, full of grace and 
truth. If he was not divine, his character remain for
ever unexplainable. "I know men," said Napoleon 
Bonaparte, "and I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a 
man." 

A contradiction ensues if one ascribes goodness 
to Jesus and withholds deity. A good man does not 
deceive. Jesus claimed deity and so convinced myri
ads that they committed their all to his leadership. If 
he is not divine, he is not a blessing. The world's 
greatest hoax he becomes, and the world's meanest 
man. Ingratiating himself, promising life abundant 
here and beyond the grave, yet unable to carry 
through, this man was a malevolent weakling. If he 
was sane, then if not God, he was not good: Christus 
non deus, non bonus. 

If the story of Jesus could be fictional, then how 
the Gospel writers came to conspire in that fiction, 
and where they obtained their ideas, are likewise un
explainable. Their invention of such a person is un
imaginable and becomes in itself a miracle. If the 
Gospel writers invented Jesus, "then they have per
formed a greater miracle than any ascribed to Jes~s, 



for they have created the one perfect character, 
teaching a perfect system of morality and the one 
who lived every point that he taught." A scholar 
pointed out that the apostles were neither good nor 
great enough to invent a 1 esus; their thoughts of the 
kingdom were physical (Mark 10:35 -45); they did 
not understand the "leaven" of the Pharisees (Matt. 
16:5-12); they did not understand self-denial (Matt. 
16:21-16); they lacked moral courage (Matt. 
26:31-35, 51-56, 69-75); and theirs was a different 
spirit toward other races (Luke 9:51-56). 

Charles Ross Weede wrote: 
"The Perfect Example" 

Jesus and Alexander died at thirty-three. 
One lived and died for self; one died for you 

and me. 
The Greek died on a throne; the Jew died on a 

cross. 
One's life a triumph seemed; the other but a loss. 
One led vast armies forth; the other walked 

alone; 
One shed a whole world's blood; the other gave 

His own. 
One won the world in life and lost it all in death. 
The other lost his life to win the whole world's 

faith. 
Jesus and Alexander died at thirty-three; 
One died in Babylon; and one on Calvary. 
One gained all for self; and one Himself He 

gave. 
One conquered every throne; the other every 

grave. 
The one made himself God; the God made 

Himself less; 
The one lived but to blast, the other b.ut to 

bless. 
When died the Greek, forever fell his throne of 

swords; 
But Jesus died to live forever Lord of Lords. 
Jesus and Alexander died at thirty-three; 
The Greek made all men slaves; the Jew made 

all men free. 
One built a throne on blood; the other built on 

love. 
The one was born of earth, the other from 

above; 
One won all this earth, to lose all earth and 

heaven; 
The other gave up all, that all to Him be given. 
The Greek forever died; the Jew forever lives. 
He loses all wh·o gets, and wins all things who 

gives. 

0 1 Believed Not" 
"I believed not," said the Queen of Sheba, "until I 
came and mine eyes had seen." Many are they who 
were skeptics and unbelievers until they checked out 
the evidence for Christ. Then they have found that 

"the half" had not been told them about what Christ 
can mean in human lives. 

Sir George Lyttelton (1697 -1773) was educated at 
Eton and Oxford, entered Parliament, became lord 
commissioner of the treasury, then chancellor of the 
exchequer, and then was raised to the peerage. A man 
of letters," his biography was written by Dr. Samuel 
1 ohnson. Like so many literary men of the eighteenth 
century, Lyttelton and his friend Gilbert West re
jected the Christian religion, being intimate with 
Bolingbroke, Chesterfield, Pope, and other skeptics. 
Fully persuaded that the Bible was an imposture, 
Lyttelton and West determined to expose "the cheat." 

Lord Lyttelton chose the conversion of Paul and 
Mr. West the resurrection of Christ to criticize. Full 
of prejudice each was as he began, but the result of 
their separate studies was that each had been con
verted by his efforts to overthrow Christianity. They 
came together after their studies, not to exalt over an 
exposed fraud, but to lament over their previous 
folly and to rejoice in what they had found. 

Each man wrote a treatise. West on "Observa
tions on the Resurrection of Christ," and Lyttelton 
on "Observations on the Conversion of St. Paul." 
Lyttelton's was first published in the form of a letter 
to West. In the opening paragraph he said: "The con
version was of itself a demonstration sufficient to 
prove Christianity to be a divine revelation." 

After a searching inquiry Lyttelton concluded 
that, concerning Paul's alleged conversion, only four 
possible positions may be taken: (1) Paul falsified 
about the Damascus road vision; or (2) he, an over
heated enthusiast, mistakenly thought he had seen a 
vision; or (3) Christians deceived him; or (4) he told 
the truth. 
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The first position is immediately rejected when 
one asks why Paul would falsify such an incident and 
then let that lie reverse his life's direction and then die 
for that lie. Impostors have motives, such as wealth, 
power, lust, reputation, to induce their falsehoods, 
but since no such motive can be attributed to Paul, 
reason compels the rejection of the first position. 

The second possibility makes Paul an effervescent 
enthusiast mistaken about what he thought he saw. 
But Paul's thinking was in the very opposite frame of 
mind for seeing an imaginary vision in the heavens. 
His whole being was centered on exposing Jesus as an 
imposter. A mistaken enthusiast must have a psycho
logical bent toward his hallucination. Paul's bent was 
to the contrary. In addition, the whole life of Paul, 
instead of its being given to non-investigative emo
tionalism, was one of reason and discretion and of 
careful analysis. Thus the second position, argued 
Lyttelton, likewise becomes incredible. Concerning 1 
Corinthians 13:1-13, where Paul puts benevolence 
ahead of miracles, Lyttelton wrote: "Is this the lan
guage of enthusiasm? ... Certainly neither the temper 

nor the opinions of a man subject to fanatical delu
sions are to be found in this passage." 

As regards the third position, even if Christians 
were in the deceiving business, Paul would not have 
believed them. He was killing Christians, and he 
would not have listened to them. Position three ap
pears then to be very weak. 

Mter the elimination of other possible alterna
tives, Lyttelton was convinced that Paul saw a mi
raculous vision of Jesus. The truthfulness of Paul's 
account is the only explanation logical for a man of 
Paul's strong mind so radically to reverse himself 
from persecuting Jesus to sacrificing for Jesus. 

So convincing was Lyttelton's publication that 
Dr. Samuel Johnson remarked it was a treatise "to 
which infidelity had never been able to fabricate a 
specious answer." Dr. Philip Doddridge, who be
came Lyttelton's most intimate friend, spoke of the 
publication as "masterly" and "as perfect in its kind 
as any our age has produced." 
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Why So Small? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Yesterday I received a letter from a friend whom 
I baptized years ago, and who was and is 
dearer to me than almost any other person in 

the world (excepting my physical family). 
He has a brilliant mind, but has severed connec

tion with the Lord's church and joined some other. 
Perhaps that is better than to continue to claim mem
bership in the church, but attempting to destroy it by 
criticism, and false doctrine. 

He makes some comments that may be helpful to 
us. 

He says, "I think I even hate the church you and 
others have created, in which people are put into 
small boxes and intimidated if they dare to think in a 
different frame." 

My friend apparently does not make an impor
tant distinction, namely, it is one thing to hate per
versions, modifications, and errors in teaching, prac
tice or attitude, and another thing to hate the church 
for which Christ died. 
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He is shortsighted in denying the restoration 
principle. He asks over and over, "Which church 
mentioned in the New Testament are you trying to 
restore?" We should be interested in restoring the 
ideal church of Christ, but not interested in restoring 
the pattern of any New Testament congregation that 
did not meet with God's approval. 

That did not seem to get through his wall of bit
terness and disdain. 

Part of the reason for his defection may be .that 
there are occasions where certain brethren may in
timidate a person if he dares to think for himself. 
This has never been a particular problem with me, 
since I have never been consciously concerned about 
promoting or parroting a party line. It makes no dif-
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ference what Campbell, Lipscomb, Woods, or "lead
ing brethren" conclude if they are not able to "prove 
all things" from the scriptures. 

There is little doubt in my mind that we have not 
restored the church Jesus had in mind with respect to 
evangelistic zeal, sacrificial giving, and devotion to 
truth, even if it brings death. The fact that some 
churches of Christ in the first century departed from 
Christ by adopting a perverted gospel does not ne
gate the restoration principle. It enhances it. 

At times, my dear friend seemed to want to re
store me and all others to what he thought should be 
the attitude of the church, while he was at the same 
time denying the possibility or desirability of the res
toration appeal. 

He further said, "Its members have no concept of 
the love of Christ, but only guilt. " Of course this is a 
false charge, but I can understand that a person who 
has been subjected to the kind of preaching which as
sumes that the good news of the gospe l consists 
solely of finding fault with others can come to this 
terrible conclusion. He made no response when I 
asked him if the three thousand who responded on 
Pentecost had been made to feel guilty by the in
spired preaching of Peter. 

It is true that if we put the primary focus on how 
bad we are and fail to talk about how good God is, 
we need to restore the New Testament emphasis on 
balance in our preaching. 

He says that the church they now belong to is a 
12,000-member congregation, which added 1,200 
people last month, and baptized half of them by im
mersion for the remission of sins. I could not deter
mine if the other half had never been immersed, or if 
they were, if it was for something other than remis
sion of sins, and, given his position, what difference 
it would have made anyway. 

Sometimes it seems he believes that baptism for 
the remission of sins is a doctrine that needs to be 
obeyed by all who claim to believe in Christ. At other 
times, he denies that Bible teaching about baptism is 
important, but only relies on God's grace - grace 
apart from law and therefore apart from obedience. 

He says, "Churches of Christ are gloom and 
doom and small for obvious reasons. Don't you ever 
stop and ask the question why? Or do you comfort 
yourself with the 'strait and narrow is the way scrip
ture demands'?" 

Sadly, some of us comfort ou rselves with the 
truth that "few there be that find it" and assume that 
we can excuse our indifference, our ungodly atti-

tude, or harsh and unloving preaching by acting as if 
God never meant for his church to grow. 

But, to answer my friend's question: "Yes, God 
does demand that we walk in the strai t and narrow 
way" (Matt. 7 :13-14). Yes, the Bible says that few 
will find it. It is also true in some cities where Paul 
preached the gospel in love, the church did not grow, 
and in other cases a prosperous and growing church 
departed from the truth and was severed from 
Christ. Size is not the test of acceptability with God 
-truth is. 

In some cases our lac k of growth has been be
cause we "contend earnestly fo r human opinions de
livered arrogantly and dogmatically" instead of 
"contending for the faith delivered to the saints." 

Let us practice what we preach, and care about 
the lost souls that are everywhere about us, and 
never be self-satisfied because we belong to "the 
church you can read about in the Bible" and seem to 
think it is our exclusive domain. 

Failure to grow gives no legitimate excuse to turn 
our backs on the Lord's church. We should, instead, 
try to restore it to the ideal Christ had in mind, and 
reveals in his Word. 1068 Mitchell Ave. 
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Sadly Amusing 
In the january 1981 issue of the Millennia} Harbinger, edited by Alexander Campbell, there appeared a 

statement by a man named Griffing that was originally printed in a paper called The Baptist Chronicle. Brother 
Campbell responded to the statement. 

We thought it good to reprint both the statement and A. Campbell's response because (1) it shows clearly 
that many of those who are wedded to denominational error will disfellowship those attempting to follow the 
Bible only, and (2) the folly of supposing that God somehow enlightens and empowers us today separate and 
apart from the revealed Word, which is his power to save. 

Anyway, the Millennia} Harbinger reported the following: 

The Recantation of Daniel Griffing; Or, The 
Renunciation of the Holy Scriptures as a Per
fect Role of Faith and Manners, through the 

influence of Persecution. 

From the Baptist Chronicle 
Jefferson, Mississippi, October 10, 1880. 

Dear Brother Chambers- I feel it my duty as a ser
vant of Jesus Christ, to cast in my mite in defense of 
the truth. I have been a reader of Mr. Alexander 
Campbell's Christian Baptist from its earliest appear
ance in this state, it being recommended by brother 
Burch as a good periodical work, until he (brother 
Burch) discovered, as he supposed, its baneful ef
fects. I continued to contend for his views, (namely,) 
that the Scriptures as they stand were sufficient for 
the government of the churches, without any written 
creed, confession of faith, or covenant, so strenu
ously, (and contemplated on constituting on A. 
Campbell's principles,) till at length , I fell under the 
displeasure of the church called "Fellowship," and 
suffered myself to be expelled, with others dissenting 
with me, on the same principles .... At length my 
mind ruminating on the subject, it pleased God to 
convince me that such a stand taken by a minister of 
the gospel, in the present state of the churches, must 
terminate in anarchy and confusion. I also discov
ered that this reforming notion must eventually re
sult in the destruction of the union and fellowship of 
the churches, under the influence of such teachers. 
Being fully convinced of the error, and also of the 
false and disorganizing character of Mr. Campbell's 
views of experimental religion, his "historic faith" in 
Christ, and his views of Christian baptism, I was con
strained to return to my brethren, with (I hope) an 
humble acknowledgment of my sin; and endeavored 
to exhort my brethren to beware of Campbellism; 
and I felt like I desired to live to let all my brethren 

12 ~~~'F~~d~~~~ 

know that I renounce, in toto, the doctrines of Alex
ander Campbell. And now, brother Chambers, you 
will much oblige your friend and brother by giving a 
place to this communication in your excellent peri
odical. Daniel Griffing 

Remarks 
And so it came to pass, that Daniel Griffing, while 
under the censures of the church -while given over 
to Satan - was brought to see the great sin he had 
committed in "contending that the Scriptures, as they 
stand, were sufficient for the government of the 
churches, without any written creed, confession of 
faith, or covenant;" of which sin he sincerely repents, 
and now most cordially renounces "the Scriptures, as 
they stand, as sufficient for the government of the 
churches;" and now resolves from this time forth that 
he will teach that "the Scriptures, as they stand, are 
not sufficient for the government of the ~burch," if the 
church will release him from the pains of excommuni
cation. In coming before the church, and in soliciting 
the repeal of the anathema, he avers that "it pleased 
God to convince him, after ruminating on the subject, 
that such a stand to be taken by any minister of the 
gospel," viz. "that the Scriptures, as they stand, are 
sufficient for the government of the church," "must 
terminate in anarchy and confusion." If Daniel 
Griffing may now be believed, it would seem that God 
has, by a new revelation of the Spirit, independent of 
the word, taught him that the writings of men are 
more perfect than his own writiJ;tgs; for they can do, 
what God's word, without them, could not do- viz. 
constitute a sufficient rule for the government of 
God's church. Why did not the Spirit teach him this 
before he fell under the anathema, if t~e Spirit did not 
use the anathema as a means of illuminating him upon 
this subject? This is not a physical influence for which 
the penitent Griffing contends, and of which he was a 



subject; for it pleased this Spirit of which he speaks to 
use the anathema as a means of convincing him that 
his own word wa8 defective. If the anathema had not 
fallen upon this humble penitent, the Spirit would 
have had no means of convincing him of his error. 
What a blessing was this anathema! I hail it as such; for 
it was the means not only of convincing friend 
Griffing of the delusion he was under in thinking 
God's word to be a sufficient rule of faith and man
ners, but it was the happy instrument of removing 
from the ranks of the reformers a man-fearing and a 
time-serving spirit, and of associating him with kin
dred spirit, with whom he can feel himself at home, 
and with whom he can fraternize in all good con
science. 

But we ought not to dismiss this recantation with
out observing to what lengths the opposers of reform 
push their efforts, even to the excommunication of a 
person for no other alleged crime than the simple 
impiety of saying, that the Scriptures, as they stand, 
are sufficient to govern the church; I will, therefore, 
oblige both Daniel Griffing, John Burch of Missis
sippi, and the church called "Fellowship," by publish
ing to all the readers of this work their anathema and 
his solemn recantation of his former veneration for 
the apostolic writings, and renunciation of allegiance 
to them as a perfect rule of faith and manners. 

Mulberry Grove, near Nashville, 
Dec. 9, 1830. 
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Mistake 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Any attempt to set up a religious chain of com
mand on earth is evil. Still, we have human 
hearts and some are tempted to establish a 

pecking order. Good judgment, however, tells us that 
in groups whose wealth is intellectual capital, net
works, rather than hierarchies, are the right organi
zational design. More important, God has spoken by 
necessary inference to tell us that each local congre
gation of his people is to be autonomous. His silence 
about pyramid-type organizational structure for the 
church is as loud as thunder. 

Guy N. Woods engaged radicalism in an editorial 
response appearing in the May 1982 issue of the 
Gospel Advocate. He wrote: 

The assumption exists that some man or group 
of men is clothed with the power, authority and 
right to exercise inquisitorial action, to police 
the brotherhood, to pass judgment officially on 
whom elderships may, or may not, invite and 
with Diotrephesian dictums to forbid the use of 
men with whom · they disagree on currently 
burning issues, while happily fellowshipping and 
supporting those with whom they are in conflict 
on numerous other issues not presently being 
agitated... · 

Brother Woods said the Gospel Advocate would 
have no part in these ignoble activities: 

It is the work of the Gospel Advocate to inform, 
not to excommunicate; to teach, not to publish 

official bans; to edify, not to engage in ecclesias
tical disfellowship. These acts are functions of 
elderships, not preachers or papers, and any hint 
of such by them is high-handed presumption! It is 
the duty of both preachers and papers to edify; it 
is the function of elderships and churches to act 
where disfellowshipping is deserved. 

Brother Woods was right, and the Firm Founda
tion concurs, because his sentiments reflect biblical 
teaching. 

The idea that one church of Christ has authority 
to inflict punitive discipline upon other churches of 
Christ is being promoted. 

Christians will and should step back from de
nominational hierarchy. Remember, the false con
cept of a monarchial (preeminent) bishop led to Ro
man Catholicism. The lesson learned from the mis
takes of the first Nicene Council, held in Nicaea in 
A.D. 325, must never be forgotten. 

The New Testament concept of church govern
ment is autonomous congregations free of a central 
organization linking them. They are organized hori
zontally - not vertically. Congregations organized 
after the New Testament order work side by side, but 
are independent of each other. No congregation has 
the right to control, dominate, or coerce another 
congregation. Local churches are self-governing un
der God. 
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God's plan for church government is simple: (1) 
Christ heads the church; (2) He rules through the 
Bible; (3) Local elders are his under-shepherds; ( 4) 
Assisting them are deacons, evangelists, and teachers. 
This is the total organizational structure of the New 
Testament church. 

Some have attempted to find biblical justification 
for an earthly hierarchy to govern local churches of 
Christ. (See God Hath Spoken, Affirming Truth and 
Reproving Error, [Memphis, TN: Memphis School of 
Preaching, 1999], pp. 665-690). 

In the above referenced essay, the author makes 
one argument ten times. Good people are sometimes 
confused and deceived by this tactic. They may mis
takenly conclude, since a writer cites ten passages, he 
has advanced ten arguments. In reality, he has made 
the same argument ten times. His argument may be 
distilled into this proposition: 

Since it is fitting for a congregation to adminis
ter discipline to its members, it is therefore 
proper for one congregation to administer puni
tive discipline to sister churches. 

It is a flawed argument (not really an argument, 
but an assertion). Citing passages directed at han
dling problems within a local church, coupled with 
the unsubstantiated assertion that those passages au
thorize one church to punish another church, does 
not establish the position, nor prove the proposition 
because assertion is not proof. 

No passage of scripture has ever been given for 
one congregation· to punish, or dominate a sister 
church. But this is what my brother must have to sus
tain his suggested scheme. 

There is no biblical command for any local con
gregation to punish another church. There is no New 
Testament example of it ever occurring. Each con
gregation may decide which, if any, congregations in 
the brotherhood it will work with, and approve of, 
and support, but it lacks power to enforce its will or 
impose a penalty. To attempt to do so is both un
scriptural and sinful. 

Like individual homes, local churches are au
~onomous. We all understand this as it applies to 
families, but some miss it regarding congregations. 
Every family is independent, under God, from every 
other family. The father is the head of his family, not 
all the families in the neighborhood. The father may 
discipline his children, but he has no authority to dis-
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cipline your children. In the same way Elders are or
dained to oversee their local congregation, not a 
cluster of congregations. They may lead the church 
in administering discipline to their own members. 
They may lead their congregation in identifying and 
avoiding outside agitators. But they have no author
ity to inflict punishment on any other congregation. 

Consider ail example from law enforcement. A 
deputy Sheriff, trained and licensed in Texas, is not 
authorized to enforce Texas laws anywhere except 
within the county where he works. He may not en
force the laws of Texas in Mississippi counties, be
cause he is not authorized to enforce the law in that 
state. In fact, a deputy from Polk County Texas is not 
authorized to patrol the roads of Angelina County 
Texas. In the same way the elders of the Livingston, 
·Texas church of Christ are not authorized to shep-
herd the church of Christ in Onalaska, Texas, or 
punish that church, nor any of her members. 

The question is raised in the essay mentioned 
above: Do faithful congregations (and/or individuals, 
for that matter) have the right (not to say for the mo
ment, the duty) to identify and withdraw fellowship 
publicly from unfaithful, apostate congregations? 

In attempting to answer his own question, my 
brother makes the same argument ten times citing 
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Acts 9:26; 15:22-23; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corin
thians 10:20-21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 11:22; Eph
esians 5:11; 1 John 4:1; 2 John 7, 9-11; Revelation 
2:5. Additionally, he cited Matthew 18:15-17 assert
ing this text justifies one church punishing other 
churches (God Hath Spoken, Affirming Truth andRe
proving Error, [Memphis, TN: Memphis School of 
Preaching, 1999], pp. 665-690). 

None of these passages authorize one church to 
punish another church. Acts 9:26 describes a local 
church questioning a man seeking to join himself to 
that congregation. Acts 15:22-23 relates how breth
ren sent disciples to help another church giving them 
a letter of recommendation, but this does not estab
lish hierarchical rule. Romans 16: 17-18 tells a local 
church to identify and avoid transient false teachers. 
1 Corinthians 10:20-21 tells a local church to stay 
away from pagan practices. 2 Corinthians 6: 14-18 
tells the same local church members to disassociate 
themselves from pagans. 2 Corinthians 11:28 notes 
the inspired apostle's anxiety over all churches of 
Christ. Ephesians 5: 11 admonishes Christians in a 
local church not to fellowship dark works but to re
prove them instead. 1 John 4:1 tells local Christians 
not to gullibly accept every teacher, because many 
teachers are false. 2 John 7: 9-11 admonishes local 

. Christians not to aid or comfort false teachers in 
·their homes. Revelation 2:5 records the Lord's threat 
to remove the candlesticks of churches that do not 
repent. Matthew 18:15-20 records th~ proper proce
dure for handling a problem between individual 
Christians, which may lead to disciplinary action on 
a congregational level. But none of these passages 
authorize action beyond the local church. In fact, no 
passage cited authorizes one church to coerce or 
punish another church. 

Of special interest are two texts often co-opted in 
the effort to supply biblical justification for an ecclesi
astical hierarchy. The first is Matthew 18:15-20: 

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and 
him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established. And if he neglect to hear 
them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as an hea
then man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say 
unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth 

as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which is in 

1 heaven. For where two or three are gathered to-

~ 
gether in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them. 

This text allows a "sinned-against" disciple to 
p rsonally seek correction. The effort is to be kept in 
s rict confidence. If the initial effort fails, he is to 
t'ke one or two witnesses, making another attempt 
at reconciliation. If the second attempt fails, the local 
congregation is to be informed. Should the offender 
refuse to hear the congregation, he is to be with
drawn from. When these sacred guidelines are fol
lowed, the Lord assures the offended party that God 
himself is party to the sanction. Nothing in the text 
rises above the level of local church action. It in no 
way authorizes one church punishing another 
church. To allege it does is to be guilty of reading 
into the text what is not there. 

How would you apply the injunction of Mat
thew 18:15-20 beyond the local church? If "telling it 
to the church" means the universal church, how in 
the name of common sense does that work? Suppose 
the church in Denton, Texas, decides to withdraw 
fellowship from the church in Dalton, Ga. How 
would Denton inform the universal church? Even in 
this modern age, we do not know where all the con-
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gregations of the churches of Christ are. Further, it 
would be impossible to contact all the ones known to 
us. 

Another question begs an answer. How would 
the Denton church enforce its disciplinary action 
against the Dalton church? What would they do if 
the Dalton church ignored their edict? Better yet, 
how would they compel compliance from other 
churches? Suppose the church in Singapore received 
Denton's edict and wrote back saying, "Go fly a 
kite," what would they do? Suppose they sent three 
witnesses to Singapore demanding compliance and 
the brethren in Singapore said "Go fly three kites," 
what then? What would they do? What could they 
do? Following the position to its logical end exposes 
its impracticality and absurdity. 

One other question must be asked. Is this business 
of one church withdrawing from another church a 
matter of who shoots first? That is, are we bound to 
follow the edict of the first church taking disciplinary 
action? Suppose the church in Dalton gets word of 
Denton's imminent punitive moves and decides they 
are improperly meddling in their local business. Sup
pose they preempt the church in Denton by sending 
out letters of withdrawal first, what then? 

Those attempting to justify religious hierarchy 
often misuse Romans 16:17-18: 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doc
trine which ye have learned; and avqid them. 
For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own belly; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple. 

Paul is giving the local chur~h in Rome a "heads-
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up." He notes many teachers coming their way are 
not reliable. Consequently, brethren are to identify 
false teachers and leave them alone. Again, this ac
tion does not rise above the local level. The Roman 
church is authorized to protect itself from outside 
troublemakers. It is not authorized to intrude on the 
local affairs of the church at Ephesus or Thessal
ontca. 

It is asserted: 
It is not only a scriptural right, but a duty, to with
draw from erring brethren, regardless of the 
spiritual relationship involved •..• Anyone who 
would forbid one congregation to withdraw fel
lowship from another (when its apostasy justifies 
it) legislates where God has not done so (ibid). 

[If our dear brother is saying that there must be 
prohibition for positive rules to apply, he had better 
not debate the instrumental music question.] 

In fact, to grant congregational license to act in 
ways not sanctioned by the Lord, is wresting the 
Scriptures and brings destruction (2 Pet. 3: 16). This 
position represents a path straight to denominational 
hierarchy. 
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Irresistible Grace? 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

The doctrine of Irresistible Grace is the fourth 
cardinal point in the Calvinistic theology. It is 
the "L" in the T-U-L-I-P acrostic. Irresistible 

Grace is also referred to as Special Grace or Effica
cious Grace. 

How the Calvinists Understand Irresistible Grace 
Calvinists deny that Irresistible Grace is God forcing 
someone to come against his own will. Rather, say 
the Calvinists, Irresistible Grace makes the individual 
willing to come. Berkhof defined it thus: "By chang
ing the heart it makes man perfectly willing to accept 
Jesus Christ unto salvation and to yield obedience to 
the will of God." 

The Canons of Dort state that when God 
chooses an individual to be saved, He "powerfully il
luniinates their minds by His Holy Spirit; .... He 
opens the closed and softens the hardened heart; ... 
He quickens; from being evil, disobedient, and re
fractory, He renders it good, obedient, and pliable; 
actuates and strengthens it ... this is regeneration ... 
which God works in this marvelous manner are cer
tainly, infallibly, and effectually regenerat~d, and do 
actually believe." 

John Calvin wrote about "the secret energy of the 
Spirit" and "the pure prompting of the Spirit." Calvin 
meant that the Holy Spirit would have to be sent to an 
individual to call him to salvation and once called he 
could not refuse. Calvin wrote, "As I have already said, 
it is certain that the mind of man is not changed for the 
better except by God's prevenient grace." Prevenient 
Grace is defined as "Divine grace that is said to oper
ate on the human will antecedent to its turning to 
God." In other words man's will is totally subservient 
to the irresistible call from God. 

David Steele and Curtis Thomas state: 
This special call is not made to all sinners but is 
issued to the elect only! The Spirit is in no way 
dependent upon their help or cooperation for 
success in His work of bringing them to Christ. 
It is for this reason that Calvinists speak of the 
Spirit's call and God's grace in saving sinners as 
being 'efficacious', 'invincible', or 'irresistible'. 
For the grace which the Holy Spirit extends to 
the elect cannot be thwarted or refused,.it never 
fails to bring them to true faith in Christ! 

Paul Eons states: 
In the logic of Calvinism, God, through His 
Spirit, draws precisely those whom God uncon
ditionally elected from eternity past and Christ 
died for. Thus the purpose of God is accom
plished. He elected c;ertain ones, Christ died for 
those very ones, and now through the Holy 
Spirit, God dispenses His irresistible grace to 
them to make them willing to come. They do 
not want to resist. 

Billy Graham wrote: 
Being born again is altogether a work of the 
Holy Spirit. There is nothing you can do to ob
tain this new birth .... In other words, there is 
nothing you can do about it ..•. The new birth is 
wholly foreign to our will. - No man can ever 
be saved unless the Holy Spirit in supernatural, 
penetrating power comes and works upon your 
heart. You can't come to Christ any time you
want to, you can only come when the Spirit of 
God is drawing and pulling and wooing. 

James Boyce believes that for man it is "impos
sible for him to be delivered by his own acts, even if 
he had the will to perform them." Boyce believes 
that God did not choose the "elect" because He fore
saw that these individuals would be good and pious 
people; he believes that it was because of God's un
conditional selective choosing of the elect that the 
elect or chosen ones are led to believe. Boyce takes 
the position that salvation is not dependent upon 
"the choice of the elect" but solely upon God's 
choice. 

Thomas Nettles denies that an individual can 
contribute to his own salvation. He believes that 
man's faith does not come from man's willingness to 
receive the word but "only from God's sovereign be
. stowal." He says, "The Holy Spirit moves in such a 
way as to create willingness in the form of repen
tance and faith." He denies that the New Testament 
commandments of repentance and belief imply that 
man has it within his own power to repent and have 
faith. 

W. J. Seaton wrote: 
What is meant by irresistible grace? We know 
that when the gospel call goes out in a church, 
or in the open air, or through reading God's 
Word, not everyone heeds that call. Not every
one becomes convinced of sin and his need of 
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Christ. This explains the fact that there are two 
calls. There is not only an ourward call; there is 
also an inward call. The ourward call may be de
scribed as "words of the preacher", and this call, 
when it goes forth, may work a score of differ
ent ways in a score of different hearts producing 
a score of different results. One thing it will not 
do, however; it will not work a work of salva
tion in a sinner's soul. For a work of salvation to 
be wrought the outward call must be accompa· 
nied by the inward call of God's Holy Spirit, for 
He it is who 'convinces of sin, and righteous
ness, and judgment. And when the Ho ly Spirit 
calls a man, or a woman, or a young person by 
His grace, that call is irresistible: it cannot be 
frustrated; it is the manifestation of God's irre
sistible grace. 

Loraine Boettner defines Irresistible Grace as : 
God's free and special grace alone, not from any 
thing at all foreseen in man, who is altogether 
passive therein, until, being quickened and re
newed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled 
to answer this call, and to embrace the grace of
fered and conveyed by it. 

Man's Responsibility in the Salvation Process 
Calvinism assumes that God has predetermined and 
foreordained certain ones to be saved, and that they 
cannot come to salvation until the Holy Spirit in a 
supernatural way works on the hearts of the elect. 
When the Holy Spirit calls the elect individual, he 
cannot resist. He has to respond, but he has to wait 
until the Holy Spirit calls him in some mysterious 
way. Also, if one is not one of the "elect," it will be 
impossible for him to be saved. Therefore, it is all the 
Holy Spirit's working. Man is a totally passive re
spondent in the salvation process, according to Cal
vinism, which denies that an individual can contrib
ute to his own salvation. 

In 1976, Robert Hudnut wrote the book Church 
Growth Is Not the Point. Hudnut is Calvinistic to the 
core. He writes, 

We have been saved. It is not our doing. -No 
you don't even have to repent. Paul didn' t. He 
was on his way to jail when it happened. He 
didn't do anything. - It is then we are driven to 
the passive action of repentance. You do not re
pent your way to God. 

Notice that Hudnut says repentance is passive. 
His theology is corrupt. Man is told to repent in 
Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 3 :19; 8:22; and Revelation 
2:16. In every verse cited, the Greek verb is in the 
active not the passive voice. Repentance is something 
man must do (Greek active voice); it is not what is 
done to him (Greek passive voice) . There is not one 
case in the Bible of a person being passive while be-
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ing saved. Even Paul was told what he "must do" 
(Acts 9:6). In Acts 2:38 repentance is tied to the re
mission of sins. If a man wants to be saved, then 
there is something he must do. Man does have a 
choice to make in his own salvation (Acts 2:40; 
Deut. 30:11-19; Joshua 24:15; Matt. 23:37; John 
5 :40). He must be involved. Without man's active 
role in the conversion process, he is lost. 

The responsibility for man having an "honest 
and good heart" (Luke 8: 15), in order for the seed of 
the Kingdom to produce, lies with the person, not 
God. Man is told to "take heed how" he hears (Luke 
8:18). The command in Luke 8:18 would be mean
ingless if man did not have a part in his own salva
tion. Why should one "take heed how" he hears if 
his salvation is a product of irresistible grace? Why 
"take heed" if the Holy Spirit is going to operate on 
the heart without a man's cooperation? 

The Bible teaches man has a part to play in the 
salvation process. Notice these verses: 

John 7:17, "If any man wil/eth to do his will" 
John 7 :37, "If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink." 
John 12:26, "If any man serve me, let him fol
low me." 
John 12:47, If any man hear my sayings, and 
keep them not." 
Revelation 22:17, "He that is athi rst, let him 
say, Come." 
Revelation 22:17, "He that will, let him take the 
water of life freely." 

The point of all these verses is that an individual 
must "will" and "thirst" and "want to" come to the 
Lord. It is the responsibility of the individual to 
"will"- it is not God's responsibility! 
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God creates "will" in any person with "an honest 
and good heart" through the preached word of the 
cross Uohn 12:32-33; 1 Cor. 1:18, 21; 2:2; 5:14-15). 
The word is to be preached to everyone (Matt. 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). To hold God responsible 
for creating the right "will" in a person arbitrarily 
and unconditionally makes God a "respecter of per
sons." This is something he is not (Acts 10:34-35; 
Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9; Col. 3:25; 1 Pet. 1:17). 

Is Faith Totally a Gift From God? 
John Calvin wrote: 

Faith is a singular gift of God, both in that the 
mind of man is purged so as to be able to taste 
the truth of God and in that his heart is estab
lished therein. - This is why Paul in another 
place commends faith to the elect (Titus 1: 1) that 
no one may think that he acquires faith by his 
own effort but that his glory rests with God, 
freely to illumine whom he previously had cho
sen. - Faith - the illumination of God - Faith 
which he (i .e. God) put into our hearts - Our 
faith which arises not from the acumen of the hu
man intellect but from the illumination of the 
Spirit alone - Faith flows from regeneration. 

Thomas Nettles wrote: 
Faith is a gift of God and is bestowed gratuitously 
by him. -Neither justification nor faith comes 
from man's willingness to receive but only from 
God's sovereign bestowal. - Belief is still the re
sult of the effectual call and regenerating power 
of God. 

Millard Erickson wrote: "Faith is God's gift," 
which refutes this Calvinistic mistake. 

He wrote: 
Is this Calvinistic view that faith is totally the 

gift of God correct? No! Does an individual have 
to wait for the Holy Spirit to come in some secret 
way to infuse faith? No! There are several rea
sons: 

For God to give certain people faith arbitrarily 
makes God a respecter of persons. The Bible is 
emphatic that "God is no respecter of persons" 
(Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:11, 10:12; Eph. 6:9; 
Col. 3:25; 1 Pet. 1: 17). Salvation depends upon 
man exercising his freedom of will. If salvation 
depends totally upon the Holy Spirit and a man is 
lost, that man can blame God. But, that will not 
happen because the Lord has done his part; man 
must do his. 

Faith comes through the hearing of the word 
of God not through some secret mysterious send
ing by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 10:17; Luke 
8:11-12; john 6:44-45; 20:30-31; Acts 4:4; 
8:12; 15:7; 18 :8; 20:32; Eph. 1:13). None of 
these verses indicate faith coming through a su
pernatural calling. Faith comes as we hear and 
study the evidence and then we ourselves decide 
to believe. 

Faith is our part in the salvation process (1 
John 5:4; Rev. 2:10). We have a responsibility to 
save ourselves (Acts 2:40) and to build our faith 
Uude 20; Acts 20:32). This is something we must 
do. Passages like Hebrews 11:6 are meaningless 
if the Holy Spirit is going tO miraculously infuse 
faith. jesus said, "Ye must be born anew" Uohn 
3:7). The word "must" is in the active voice indi
cating we have a part to play in our salvation. We 
are not totally passive in the salvation process. 
Our active obedient faith is necessary for us to be 
saved (Heb. 5:9; 2 Thess. 1:8;John 3:36; Rom. 
6:17-18; James 2:2426). 

God purifies the heart by faith (Acts 15 :9). 
Calvinists have the heart purified before faith. 
Alexander Campbell said, "Why do we preach 
the gospel to convert men, if, before they be
lieve the gospel, and without the gospel, men 
are renewed and regenerated by the direct and 
immediate influence of God's Spirit?" Good 
question! 

Calvinists teach that "spiritual darkness" re
fers to man's depraved condition and that God 
has tO perform supernatural secret surgery by 
the Holy Spirit in order to bring men into 
"spiritual light." But, in Acts 26:16-18, Paul 
was to preach the gospel to the Gentiles to 
"open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God." A 
careful study of the book of Acts reveals that 
the early Christians depended upon the word of 
God to change the hearts of sinners and pro
duce faith. Nowhere in the book of Acts do we 
find sorrieone being converted by a direct op
eration of the Holy Spirit. 

One is never so "spiritually dead" that he 
cannot hear and understand and believe the 
word of God in order to have faith (Eph. 5:14; 
john 5:25; 12:4243). The rulers of the Jews 
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"believed on" Jesus but would not confess him. 
Did they believe? Yes! Their problem was a 
"want to" problem not that they were so spiritu
ally dead they could not understand. Calvinists 
misunderstand 1 Corinthians 2:14. The "natural 
man" of 1 Cor. 2:14 is the man who does not 
care about spiritual things - not the man who 
cannot understand them. Calvinists say the un
saved man cannot understand spiritual truth. 
Wrong! The rulers of the Jews, who were un
saved, in John 12:42-43 understood the truth 
exactly. They just "did not want to" obey the 
Lord. Wayne Grudem, and Ralph Gore, and 
Millard Erickson, who are Calvinists, do not 
even discuss John 12:42-43. 

Dr. John Warwick Montgomery, a professor at 
Trinity Theological Seminary in Newburgh, In
diana - a Calvinistic school - believes that 
Ephesians 2:8 teaches that faith is a direct gift 
from God and that man cannot do anything 
himself to get faith. The apostle Paul said in 
Ephesians 2:8, "For by grace have ye been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God." After quoting this verse Mont
gomery said, 

Don't get the idea that you did it. You didn't 
do it. Faith is the gift of God. The word 'that' in 
Ephesians 2:8 refers to 'faith' because 'faith' is 
the closest antecedent to the word ' that.' Once a 
person is saved, he cannot properly accredit that 
to anything but the Holy Spirit. 

Faith is, in one sense, a gift of God because God 
has given us the Word which produces faith. Without 
the Word, we could not have faith. But, the entire 
Bible and especially Ephesians 2:8 do not teach that 
faith is a direct gift of God in which we have no part. 
The word "that" in Ephesians 2:8 refers to the salva
tion process. The salvation process is "the gift of 
God." We are saved "by grace through faith" which 
is the salvation process. But, this does not mean we 
have earned our salvation. We cannot boast of our 
salvation as if we have worked for it and earned it 
(Eph. 2:9). Jesus said even after we have done all 
that we are commanded to do we are to say, "We are 
unprofitable servants we have done that which is our 
duty to do" (Luke 17:10). James said, "Faith apart 
from works is dead" Games 2:26). 

Verses Misused by Calvinists 
to Support Irresistible Grace 

John 6:37: ''All that which the Father giveth me shall 
come unto me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out." 

WJ. Seaton said: "Note that it is those whom the 
Father has given to Christ- the elect- that shall 
come to Him; and when they come to Him they will 
not be cast out." 

20 December 2000 
Firm Foundation 

Response: (1) All those with a submissive spirit 
will come to Christ. These are the ones whom the 
Father gives to Jesus and not one of these will he 
refuse (d. John 10:26-29 where the verbs "hear" 
and "follow" are continuous action). One must come 
with a willing heart Oohn 5:40; 7:17; Matt. 13:9; 
Rev. 22: 17). (2) There is nothing here or in God's 
word that teaches that God arbitrarily chooses those 
who come to Christ. Jesus uses truth and love to per
suade men to accept him Oohn 12:32-33, 48; 2 Cor. 
5: 14-15). Calvinists are reading into the text an arbi
trary decree that is not there! (3) The gospel is for all 
(Mark 16:15-16), but not all men will accept it (2 
Thess. 1: 7-10). Those who refuse to accept Christ 
do so because of their own willful rejection (Matt. 
13:14-15; 23:37)- not because of some arbitrary 
decree. Paul Butler says, "Man's rejection by God is 
caused by man's rejection of God." (4) Jesus said, 
"He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" (Matt. 
11: 15). Jesus did not say, "The Holy Spirit will su
pernaturally open your hearts so you can believe." In 
Matthew 11: 15 Jesus was teaching that man has a re
sponsibility to have an "honest and good heart." 
That is not the work of the Holy Spirit. If a man does 
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not have an "honest and· good heart," he cannot and 
will not come to jesus. (5) In context john 6:40 ex
plains John 6:37 'and 39. It explains who the Father 
has given unto jesus: Those who "beholdeth" and 
"believeth" on the Son! Both of these verbs are 
present tense verbs indicating continuous action. 
Those who continue to behold and believe on the 
Son are the ones whom the Father has given unto 
jesus. It is our own individual free-will responsibility 
to continue to believe. We are not forced or coerced 
against our will. 

John 6:44: "No man can come to me, except the 
Father that sent me draw him: and I will raise him up 
in the last day., 

John Calvin said: "But nothing is accomplished 
by preaching him if the Spirit, as our inner teacher, 
does not show our minds the way. Only those men, 
therefore, who have heard and have been taught by 
the Father come to him. What kind of learning and 
hearing is this? Surely, where the Spirit by a wonder
ful and singular power forms our ears to hear and 
our minds to understand." 

W.J. Seaton said: "Here our Lord is simply say
ing that it is impossible for men to come to Him of 
themselves; the Father must draw them." 

Response: (1) Calvin assumes the drawing is a 
miraculous operation. We base truth on clear biblical 
teaching - not assumptions. (2) The next verse ex
plains how God does the drawing and it is not mi
raculous. It is written that one must be taught Uer. 
31:31-34; Isa. 54:13). One must hear and one must 
learn! This is not miraculous! God draws men 
through teaching. "Faith cometh by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). The 
book of Acts is proof positive that Christianity is a 
taught religion - not a caught religion in the sense 
that the Holy Spirit must convert a man separate and 
apart from the word of God. The means and the 
method the Father uses to draw men is the preached 
word (Matt. 28.:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 4:4; 
8:4, 12; 11:26; 15:7; 18:8; 20:20; 1 Cor. 1:18-21; 
2:1-4; Col. 2:7; 2 Thess. 2:15; 2 Tim. 2:2; etc.). (3) 
Why did our Lord invite all men to come to him if he 
knew that it was impossible for some of them to 
come (Matt. 11:28)? That does not make sense. (4) 
Guy N. Woods said: "Some are not drawn, because 
they do not will to do so; it has been well said. that a 
magnet draws iron, but not all objects are drawn by 
magnets, because all are not iron! Similarly, one must 
be of the right disposition and have the proper re
sponse to the drawing power of the Father which he 

exercises through the gospel." (5) John 12:32-33 
also teaches we are drawn to the Lord through 
Christ's death on the cross. Some appreciate his 
death, and sadly, some do not. 

Acts 16:14: "And a certain woman named Lydia, 
a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that 
worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord 
opened to give heed unto the things which were spo
ken by Paul." 

1 ohn Calvin said: 
Indeed, it does not so stand in man's own im
pulse, and consequently even the pious and 
those who fear God still have need of the espe
cial prompting of the Spirit. Lydia, the seller of 
purple, feared God, yet her heart had to be 
opened to receive Paul's teaching (Acts 16:14) 
and to profit by it. This was said not of one 
woman only but to teach us that the advance
ment of every man in godliness is the secret 
work of the Spirit. 

Charles Hodge said: 
The truth is compared to light, which is abso
lutely necessary· to vision; but if the eye be 
closed or blind it must be opened or restored be
fore the light can produce its proper impres
sion." Hodge tries to use the case of Lydia as 
proof of the direct operation of the Holy Spirit 
in conversion. 

W. 1. Seaton said: 
One outstanding illustration of this teaching of 
irresistible grace, or effectual calling, is certainly 
the incident that we read in Acts 16. The apostle 
Paul preaches the gospel to a group of women by 
the riverside at Philippi; and as he does so, 'a 
certain woman named Lydia he.ard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto 
the things that were spoken of ·Paul.' Paul, the 
preacher, spoke to Lydia's ear- the outward 
call; but the Lord spoke to Lydia's heart - the 
inward call of irresistible grace. 

Response: (1) Calvin's admission that Lydia 
"feared" God before God "opened" her heart de
stroys his teaching of Total Depravity. (2) It is a com
plete assumption that God opened her heart by a di
rect secret operation of the Holy Spirit. The text does 
not tell us what Calvin believes. Calvin gives us a clas
sic case of eisegesis- i.e. reading into the. text what is 
not there. (3) The word "heart" is used figuratively. 
Consider: John 12:40; Matthew 9:4; 13:15; Mark 
2:6; and Romans 10:10. The word "opened" is evi
dently used figuratively - i.~. to expand or broaden 
the mind. Luke 24:45 states, "Then opened he their 
mind." Jesus "opened" the mind of the apostles by 
explaining the Scriptures to them not by a direct op
eration of the Holy Spirit. The word "opened" was 
simply a way of saying that the person came to an 
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understanding of, and a belief in, the message under 
consideration. It is analogous to Paul's statement in 
Ephesians 1:18, "having the eyes of your heart en
lightened." ( 4) Acts 16: 14 indicates that the Lord 
opened her heart through the things which were spo
ken by Paul. The Spirit's work in conversion is not 
something done directly upon the heart apart from 
the preached Word. (5) J.W. McGarvey said, "The 
assumption, therefore, that her heart was opened by 
an abstract influence of the Spirit, is entirely gratu
itous and illogical, while the real cause is patent upon 
the face of the narrative in the preaching done by 
Paul." ( 6) Dr. Richard Oster said, "It is significant that 
this opening of the heart came only after she had 
heard what was said by Paul. Perhaps the method of 
opening her heart was the preached word ( cf. Luke 
24:45)." (7) The word "heard" is an imperfect tense 
verb which means continuous action in the past. Lydia 
kept on hearing Paul. The hearing occurred before the 
opening of the heart. Wayne Jackson states, "The im
plication here is the exact opposite of that demanded 
by Calvinism. That doctrine alleges that one cannot 
give honest attention to the Word of God until the 
Lord first opens the heart, but this passage actually 
demonstrates otherwise. She kept on listening and 
thereby her heart (understanding) was opened by 
God!" (8) The words "give heed" implies that Lydia 
had a choice in her obedience. Study: Acts 8:6-12; 
20:28; Luke 8:18 and Hebrews 2:1-2. (9) There are 
many passages which demonstrate that God, as a gen
eral rule, works through means and not directly (2 
Kings 5:1-14; Matt. 6:11; 2 Cor. 9:10). 

Romans 10:16-17: "But they did not all hearken 
to the glad tidings. For Isaiah with, Lord, who hath 
believed our report? So belief cometh of hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God." John Calvin said, 
"To whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed. 
- By this, he means that only when God shines in us 
by the light of His Spirit is there any profit from the 
word. Thus the inward calling, which alone is effec
tual and peculiar to the elect is distinguished from 
the outward voice of men." 

Calvin believed that the Word of God could only 
produce faith in a heart of one already illumined by 
the Spirit of God. In commenting on Romans 10:17, 
Calvin admits that when Paul makes "hearing the be
ginning of faith he is describing only the ordinary ar
rangement and dispensation of the Lord which he 
commonly uses in calling his people - not, indeed, 
prescribing for hiin an unvarying rule so that he may 
use no other way." 
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Response: (1) Calvin assumes his doctrine of to
tal depravity is true. He insists they did not believe 
because they could not believe. The text does not say 
what Calvin believed. (2) If one must be regenerated 
before he can hear, then he is regenerated before he 
has faith. This contradicts many Bible passages ijohn 
8:24; Acts 11:14; 16:14; Rom. 1:17; 5:1; Gal. 
3: 11). (3) Personal responsibility is definitely set 
forth in this verse. If anyone does not believe, it is 
because he does not "hearken" to the message 
preached - not because of inherited total depravity. 
Notice the parallel between "hearken" and "be
lieved" with "glad tidings" - i.e. the gospel and "re
port." To have a saving faith is to hearken -i.e. hear 
and obey. (4) Every case of conversion in the Bible 
involved a teaching situation. Christianity is a taught 
religion ijohn 6:45; Acts 4:4; 8:4; 11:26; 18:8; 
20:20; Col. 2:7; 2 Thess. 2:15; 2 Tim. 2:2). There is 
no example in the Bible where the Holy Spirit super
naturally infused faith into an individual. A saving 
faith comes when an honest and good heart is taught 
truth found in the word of God and then that truth is 
accepted and appreciated and appropriated. 

Conclusion 
There is not one passage in the entire Bible which di
rectly or indirectly teaches Calvinism's doctrine of 
Irresistible Grace. In fact, it contradicts God's word. 
Calvinism would make God a "respecter of persons." 
But, the Bible says He is not! It is God's will for all 
men to be saved; therefore, salvation is conditioned 
only on man's will. God is always willing for all men 
to be saved. Calvinism is false doctrine. Let us follow 
the truth in God's word and reject the false doctrine 
of Calvinism! 4642 Royal Crest Dr. 

Abilene, TX 79606 
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Are You Not of More Value Than They? 
By John T. Lewis 

There is a growing trend in America today 
known as the "Animal Rights Movement." 
Special interest groups serving to protect ani

mals are springing up throughout the country. Tree 
cutting businesses have almost been shut down in 
some areas by these groups to protect the Spotted 
Owl or some other "endangered" animal. 

Legislation was considered in Texas to prevent 
landowners from cutting down cedar trees that house 
an endangered bird. Some have become so radical to 
the point of saying that it is even wrong to use mice for 
testing purposes to improve the well-being of man
kind. 

The People For the Ethical Treatment of Animals, 
largest animal rights organization in the world, "oper
ates under the principle that animals are not .ours to 
eat, wear, experiment on, or use for entertainment." 

Do animals have equal rights with man? Should 
animals be cared for in the same way we take care of 
human beings? What does the Bible say? Animals are 
important. They are to be valued by man. They are 
not, however, on the same level as man. Let's notice 
several reasons why this is true. 

Even from a purely atheistic point of view we must 
admit that it is acceptable to use animals in any way 
that might be beneficial. If humans are just a bunch of 
animals, then don't we have just as much right to eat 
animals as any other animal? Why can a snake be per
mitted to eat a mouse or a bobcat be permitted to eat 
a rabbit, but I not be permitted to eat a cow? If I am 
just an animal, then I am only doing what other ani
mals have always done. 

From a biblical point of view we can know that 
animals are not of equal value to man. First, because 
animals were not made in the image of God. God cre
ated many beautiful, valuable things in the beginning 
(Gen. 1-2). But mankind was his special creation. The 
Bible says, "So God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God He created Him; male and female 
He created them" (Gen. 1:27). God never said this 
about animals though they were created on the same 
day. Only man was made in the image of God, and, 
therefore, man is the most valuable of all creation. 

Animals are not as valuable as man because God 

has given animals to man as food. To Noah God said, 
"Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you" 
(Gen. 9:3). Paul told us that false teachers would com
mand to " abstain from foods which God created to be 
received with thanksgiving ... for every creature of 
God is good, and nothing is to be refused" (1 Tim. 
4:3-4). Should we not realize that God gave us ani
mals for food and clothing? They were not created on 
the same level as man. They were created for man. 

Further, only mankind possesses an eternal spirit, 
and is therefore of more value than animal-kind. So
lomon asked, "Who knows the spirit of the sons of 
men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal 
which goes down to the earth?" (Eccl. 3:21). Over 
and over the Bible speaks of the eternal spirit of man, 
but never does it say this about animals. 

Lastly, animals are not equal in value to man be
cause the Bible specifically says they are not. In the 
case of a man killing another man the punishment 
was to be "life for life" (Ex. 21:23 ). But in the case of 
a man killing animals, it was never life for life (Ex. 
21:33-36; 22:1). Why was a human life not required 
for the death of an animal? Because animals are not 
equal in value to man! 

Jesus makes this point. "Look at the birds of the 
air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not of more value than they?" (Matt. 6:26). Again he 
said, "What man is there among you who has one 
sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not 
lay hold of it and lift it out? Of how much more value 
then is a man than a sheep?" (Matt. 12:11-12a). Jesus 
exposed the hypocrisy of the Pharisees by saying, in 
essence, that they cared more about animals than hu
man beings. Such should not have been the case. 

No, animals are not of equal value to that of man. 
God put them here for a purpose: to serve the needs of 
man. The problem is that most animal rights advo
cates have rejected God. Animals should not be 
abused or unnecessarily wasted, but neither should 
they be considered equal to man. P.O.Box65 

Lone Grove, OK 73443 
E -Mail address: jlewis@brightok.net 
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Law Is Not Obscene 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

Law is not a four letter word. The way some of 
our brethren gag when you talk about law, you 
would conclude that they think that "law" is a 

vulgar word. 
Paul in his letter to the church in Rome con

fronted false-teaching. He refers to the law of works 
simply as "law" or "the law." Comparing the law o( 
sin and death with the gospel of Christ, he taught 
that a person is not saved by sinless perfection, but 
by the law of faith (Rom. 3:27). Because the law of 
faith brings grace, some incorrectly say that the gos
pel of Christ is not a law of any kind. 

Isaiah and Micah prophesied about the establish
ment of the kingdom of Christ and the gospel going 
forth from Jerusalem. Isaiah said that at the time of 
the establishment of the kingdom that "from out of 
Zion shall go forth the law" (lsa. 2:3). Micah, talking 
about the same thing states, that "for the law shall go 
forth from Zion" (Mic. 4:2). They could not have 
been talking about the Law of Moses because when 
the kingdom was established the Law of Moses 
ended (Heb. 9:15). They must have been talking 
about a new law. 

If the gospel is law, would this nullify grace? To 
answer this question we need to examine the He
brew word torah, which Isaiah and Micah used and 
which is translated "law" in the English. The root 
meaning of the Hebrew word torah is very revealing. 
The root word is yarah, which was originally an ar-· 
chery term and meant to aim an arrow at it's target. 
Torah is translated not only as law but also as "to di
rect, shoot, cast, teach" and "instruct." 

God's law was and is meant to guide. It points 
man in the direction God desires man to go. 
Through his law God points out the target we are to 
aim for in life. This is what the gospel does, it points 
us toward God. 

When Jesus commanded "seek ye first the king
dom of God" (Matt. 6:33), he was simply telling us 
how to aim our lives. Instruction in the New Testa
ment on how to aim ones life is the "law" that Isaiah 
and Micah prophesied would come to the world and 
emanate from Jerusalem. 

The Greek word for sin is hamartia, which is also 
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an archery term that means to miss the mark. When 
we fail to aim our lives at the target God instructs us 
to hit, then we will miss the mark - and that is sin. 

If the gospel of Christ contains no law then it 
contains no target. If it contains no target, then we 
cannot miss the target. If we cannot miss the target, 
then we cannot sin. To deny that the gospel contains 
law is to say that there is no sin. If there is no sin, 
then we are saved by our sinlessness - and can de
mand salvation on the basis of our perfection and 
purity. 

Yet, John said that "if we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1 
John 1:8). He added that such a belief would make 
Jesus a "liar" and that "his word" would not be "in 
us" (1 John 1:10). When anyone denies that the gos
pel is law, he is, in essence, calling Jesus a liar and the 
truth is not in him. 

"Law" is not a four-letter word. It is the reality 
that God has set targets for which we are to aim and 
which we are to hit. If we want to be pleasing to 
God, we will acknowledge that he has sets targets, 
and aim our lives accordingly. If we miss the target, 
we sin, because sin is missing the mark. 
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Potpourri ••. 
flew Weapoa 

0 With pitbulls, Dobermans and rottweilers un
der fire from the French authorities, youth gangs in 
the depressed city suburbs have discovered an alter
native way to intimidate their rivals - with attack 
monkeys. 

"They're ultra-fashionable," Didier Lecourbe, a 
police officer from the depressed Paris suburb of 
Aubervilliers said. "There are dozens of them. Kids 
take them out on leads, and even carry baby monkeys 
around in nappies. But these animals can be very dan
gerous indeed." 

"They [attack monkeys] live naturally on rocks or 
in a desert environment," said Marie-Claude Bomsel 
of the natural history museum in Paris. "Removed 
from their natural habitat, they can become highly 
aggressive. They bite, and their favored method of 
attack is to hurl themselves at people's heads" Uon 
Henley in Paris, Guardian, Sept. 27,2000). 

We have observed monkeys attacking people in 
the church for the past several decades, so this is not 
new after all. Our advice is, Don't monkey with them. 

Ritalin 
. 0 Sept. 15_, 2?00 -A major legal battle is shap
tng up over Ritahn, the drug taken by millions of 
sch_o?l-ag.e children to combat attention deficit hyper
actiVIty dtsorder (ADHD). Class-action lawsuits filed 
this week in New Jersey and California seek to hold 
the drug's manufacturer and a major doctors' group 
responsible for alleged Ritalin-related problems. 

The lawsuits, which are similar to one filed in 
Texas a few months ago, say that the maker of 
Ritalin conspired with the American Psychiatric As
soci~tion (APA~ ~o. create an illness- ADHD- by 
making the deftnttton of the disorder so broad that it 
could be applied to nearly any child . 

. The lawsuits come in response to charges from 
vanous gr~ups ~nd individuals that Ritalin is widely 
overprescrtbed tn very young children. The National 
Institutes of Health recently announced plans to 
launch a nationwide study of ADHD treatment in 
preschoolers (L.A. McKeown, WebMD Medical 
News). 

In most cases, the discipline of tough-love is all 
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that is needed to control unacceptable behavior in 
children, but most parents lack the discipline to dis
cipline. Please reread Proverbs 22:6 and 13:24). 

,, AHeafioa 
0 A coroner gave warning yesterday of the 

"considerable rislCs" of body piercing after recording 
a verdict of misadventure on a woman who died af
ter her 118th piercing. 

The inquest on Lesley Hovvells, 3 9, in her home 
town of Llanelli, Carmarthenshire, heard that she 
collapsed last New Year's Eve, and died of septicae
mia in January. Miss Hovvells had 28 ear studs 13 
ear rings, 11 belly bars through her navel, 18 o~her 
bars, six lip rings, 36 body rings all over her body 
and six nose studs. She is believed to have had over 
40 piercings in the year before her death (AP). 
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Kick the 1V Habit 
0 BOMBAY, Oct. 3 (AFP) - About 400 Muslim 

families in a village in western India have stopped 
watching television after a local cleric allegedly is
sued a diktat banning the "dirty" medium, the Indian 
Express reported Tuesday. 

The Express said the strictures came after the lo
cal priest, or imam, noticed that the number of 
people coming to the mosque for namaz (daily 
prayers), was steadily declining. 

Enquiries revealed "people preferred to stay at 
home and watch television instead of attending 
prayers," the Express said, adding the imam was told 
"boys and girls were watching sitcoms and 
Bollywood (Bombay) flicks on the idiot box." 

Running to Neo-Sodom 
~ Toby Johnson, a Catholic Monk turned psy

chotherapist, has written, We're Here, We're Queer, 
and We're Spiritual. Johnson claims "there is an en
lightenment that goes with being gay [homosexual] , 
an understanding of the real meaning and message of 
religion." Reading his offensive book is frustrating. 

Debra R. Kolodny has edited a book, Blessed Bi: 
Bisexual People of Faith. The book contains 33 essays 
claiming to explore the impact of their perverted 
·sexuality on their spiritual lives. One writer- obvi-
ously bi-sexual- invents a three-way marriage cer
emony. 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile pas
sions: for their women changed the natural use 
into that which is against nature: and likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, 
men with men working unseemliness, and re
ceiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due. And even as they refused 
to have God in their knowledge, God gave them 
up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not fitting (Rom 1 :26-28). 

·Child Abuse 
0 According the American Family Association's 

·website [www.afa.net], the AFNs Michigan chapter 
has forwarded a detailed "news report to Attorney 
General Jennifer Granholm and to the Oceana and 
Mason (Mich.) county prosecutors, requesting that 
they investigate, and if true, vigorously prosecute re
ported incidents of "child sexual abuse" - defined 

. by state criminal law to include exposure of minor 
.children to adult homosexual acts- during an an
: nuallesbian "womyn's" music festival held August 
· 8-13 near Hart, Mich." 
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According to AFA, "Approximately 6,500 
women, mostly lesbians, and over 200 children from 
infancy through age 16 attended the 25th annual 
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival. Participants were 
encouraged to bring their children to the festival 
with the offer of segregated children's campground 
facilities:" The AFA reports that, "during the festival 
... young children were free to roam the grounds, 
where they had the opportunity to see and hear 
sexually-oriented workshops, and lesbian and sado
masochistic sex acts in progress." 

Partial lirtiJ Murder 
0 "God save the United States and this Honor

able Court!" From the beginning, every session of 
the Supreme Court has opened with that prayerful 
injunction. Now that five Justices have given their 
constitutional blessing to partial-birth abortion, we'd 
clearly be better off if the prayer were hereafter 
printed at the conclusion of Court decisions. 

. Justice Kennedy's dissent translates the proce-
dure into ordinary language. 

The fetus' arms and legs are delivered outside 
the uterus while the fetus is alive; witnesses to 
the procedure report seeing the body of the fetus 
moving outside the woman's body .... At this 
point, the abortion procedure has the appear
ance of alive birth. As stated by one group of 
physicians, "as the physician manually performs 
breech extraction of the body of a live fetus, ex
cepting the head, she continues in the apparent 
role of an obstetrician delivering a child." ... 
With only the head of the fetus remaining in 
utero, the abortionist tears open the skull. Ac
cording to Dr. Martin Haskell, a leading propo
nent of the procedure, the appropriate instru
ment to be used at this stage of the abortion is a 
pair of scissors. ... Witnesses report observing 
the portion of the fetus outside the woman react 
to the skull penetration .... The abortionist then 
insert~ a suction tube and vacuums out the de
veloping brain and other matter found within 
the skull. 

Justice Clarence Thomas' dissent contains the 
testimony of a nurse who had observed such an abor
tion: 
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The baby's little fingers were clasping and 
unclasping, and his little feet were kicking. Then 
the doctor stuck the scissors in the back of his 
head, and the baby's arms jerked out, like a 
startle reaction, like a flinch, like a baby does 
when he thinks he is going to fall. The doctor 
opened up the scissors, stuck 4 high-powered 
suction tube into the opening, and sucked the 
baby's brains out. Now the baby went complete
ly limp. (Quoted previously in this column, but 
cited again for emphasis.) 
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Justice Stephen Breyer, writing for the majority, 
admitted that his descriptions of the abortion proce
dure "may seem clinically cold or callous to some, 
perhaps horrifying to others." 

Well, yes, of course - if horrifying means, 
"grim, grisly, hideous, ghastly, lurid, frightful, revolt
ing, petrifying, horrific, horrible, terrible, awful, ap
palling, mind-boggling, and mind-blowing," which is 
exactly what it means. 

When Jesus said, "Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid the.m not: for to such 
belongeth the kingdom of God" he was not talking 
about partial-birth abortion. 

Jesus also said, "But whoso shall cause one of 
these little ones that believe on me to stumble, it is 
profitable for him that a great millstone should be 
hanged about his neck, and that he should be sunk in 
the depth of the sea." 

Good Question 
0 Charisma, a Pentecostal magazine, shows 

people exposing teeth that the Holy Spirit allegedly 
fixed with gold fillings. When televangelist Jimmy 
Swaggart was starting out he reacted memorably to 
such claims. He asked why God would use gold. 
Wouldn't he fill teeth with teeth? 

Obtuse 
$ In Central Florida there is a billboard cam

paign that has, so to speak, God speaking to motorists. 
"We need to talk," says one. Another, "Don't make me 
come down there." Yet another, "Do you think its hot 
here?" Then, "Keep using my name in vain, I'll make 
the rush hour longer." Taking God's name in vain 
mans, among other sins, the perversion of God's word 
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in profane jesting. When the wages of sin is, well, a 
traffic jam, haven't we lowered the stakes below 
hellfire and brimstone? The cutesy billboard messages 
undoubtedly trivialize the biblical message. There 
may be some sincere folks in Florida who think they 
are using contemporary adv.ertising in the service of 
God's word. They should think again. We often see 
the same sort of thing on marquees in front of church 
buildings (Source: First Things, October 2000). 

Dumb and Dumber 
~ Elise L. Moore (Christian Science journal) ex

plains why divine law requires affirmative action and 
quota systems. Her example is Pharaoh ordering all 
male babies of the Hebrews be killed. "What to the 
Egyptians seemed a social and political necessity was 
to the Hebrews the epitome of racial, religious, and 
gender prejudice." Go down Moses, said the Lord, for 
they are committing racial, religious, and gender 
prejudice. Does Ms. Moore mean to suggest that kill
ing female babies might have remedied the last of
fence? 

Before you step up to Elise's defense, keep in mind 
that the Christian Science religion subscribes to the 
strange notion that matter does not exist - it just 
doesn't matter. So, Who Wants to be a Millionaire? 

Pornography 
$ Sexual Addiction and Compulsivity magazine 

reports that researchers from Stanford and 
Duquesne universities have concluded that at least 
200,000 Americans are "cyber-sex compulsives." 
Compulsivity, as it is called, is defined as visiting por
nographic web sites for eleven or more hours per 
week. Why eleven? Presumable ten hours per week 
can be excused as curiosity or occasional indulgence. 

Ouery 
0 Since government is corrupted by campaign 

financing, should government be put in charge of 
campaign financing? 

Reverse Gear 
$ The New Republic, a decidedly liberal-leaning 

magazine, now says that Kenneth Star is a decent and 
capable guy who did the best that could be done with 
an independent prosecutor law that he himself had al
ways opposed. So he isn't the devil incarnate after all. 

Herel Herel 
0 Joel Belz (World magazine) says, "I have 

friends who wonder why some of us keep worrying 
about the issues of homosexuality and abortion. Why 
not put a little focus, they say, on the sins of racism and 

economic oppression? To which I think we need tore
spond: real as racism and economic oppression may 
be, I don't know many folks who defend them as mor
ally right. We may be insufficiently motivated and 
poorly mobilized to undo them - but at least we're 
not running around claiming that racism is a virtue 
and that economic oppression should be expanded." 

Are We Being Sodomized? 
t9l We are now being told that the sin of Sodom 

was inhospitality. One wit put it thi~ way, "Lot's wife 
entertaining his guests with pretzel nuggets and cel
ery sticks filled with generic cream cheese and saving 
the salted almond and brie en croute for herself, thus 
bringing divine annihilation upon her fellow 
townfolk." Well, serves 'em right. 
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Amuck in the Streets 
· $ Tara Tallman, Lynette Bodenhofer, and 

Amanda O'Meara were best friends- until two of 
the Maquo~eta, Iowa, adolescents allegedly set the 
third on fire. Why? Jealously over Miss O'Meara's 
flirtations with Miss Tallman's boyfriend. Miss 
Tallman, 15, and Miss Bodenhofer, 12, allegedly ap-

. proached Miss O'Meara, 12, with a soft drink bottle 
containing gasoline. They drenched her with the 
gasoline, and a set her on fire (World, Sept. 23, 
2000). 

Ouofe of the Dlly 
0 "In today's world, children cannot learn 

about honor from an organization that views homo
sexuality as a moral defect" (The New York Times in 
an editorial about the controversy over the Boy 
Scouts' position that homosexuality is not compat
ible with its requirement .to be "morally straight"). 

Well, then, I reckon we cannot learn about mor
als from the Bible, seeing it views homosexuality as a 
moral defect- but we still have the New York Times 
to teach us about standards o~ right conduct. Whew! 

Saddam 
0 President Saddam Hussein has taken delivery 

of a copy of the Koran written using his own blood. 
Iraqi TV and newspapers reported that the Iraqi 

leader had the volume produced in thanks to God 
for bringing him safely through many. "conspiracies 
and dangers" in his long political career. 

The Iraqi leader commissioned the work three 
years ago on his 60th birthday. 

The production would require a lot of blood be
cause the Koran contains over 336,000 words. 

The whole thing sounds some where between ju
venile and silly. Besides what is Saddam going to do 
with so many bloody pages. 

literary Dainties 
0 Our Chicago correspondent, Earl Davis, has 

sent another bundle of newspaper clippings from the 
Chicago 1Hbune, including the following tidbits: 

• Though most Americans are afraid to say so, 
the vast majority agree with Dr. Laura that homo
sexuality is a biological error, and "that children 
need and deserve two parents of the opposite sex 
(Sept. 27, 2000). 

• The number of employers offering health in
surance benefits to their workers' domestic (homo
sexual) partners is on the rise (Sept. 23, 2000). 

• A study in Nigeria found that one out of ev-
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ery six patients with sexually transmitted diseases 
was younger than 5 (Sept. 24, 2000). 

• Monica Lewinsky, whose affair with Presi
dent Clinton made her a celebrity in the United 
States, will be reporting on American culture for a 
British Television network (Sept. 25, 2000). 

• The notion may raise eyebrows these days, but 
some wives say deference to their husbands will never 
be outdated- "Wives, submit to your husbands as to 
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as 
Christ is head of the church" (Sept. 27, 2000). 

• A new Mormon Temple has been constructed 
in Belmont, Mass., at a cost of $30 million. It in
cludes four "sealing rooms," were marriages take 
place; four "endowment rooms," in which Mormons 
learn to follow the ways of their church; the enor
mous "celestial room," which with its white and 
beige furnishings is supposed to represent heaven; a 
cafeteria; administrative offices, and changing 
rooms, where those who enter must change into 
white dresses, or shirts, pants and ties. The citizens 
of Belmont have sued, asking the court to make the 
Mormons tear down the new building because, they 
say, it is an eyesore (Sept. 29, 2000). 

• PERTH AMBOY, N.J., hundreds of people 
gather .outside Romona Collado's two-story apart
ment to pray because they claim to see in an upstairs 
window an image of God's face, the Virgin Mary, 
and an angel. They do not explain how they found 
out what God's face, or even the virgin Mary, loo~ 
like (Sept. 29, 2000). 

• A Mormon Church spin-off, Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is under 
investigation for tax evasion, welfare fraud, child 
sexual abuse, domestic abuse, and polygamy. Win
ston Blackmore, 44, heads the group, and has 30 
wives and 80 children (Sept. 29, 2000). 

• Nobody knows how many college students 
die each year because of alcohol abuse. The best esti
mate - 25 or more - excludes many more deaths 
from auto crashes tied to alcohol. Not to mention 
the fights, falls, and rapes that excessive campus 
drinking.promotes (Sept. 21, 2000). 

• The University of Wisconsin admits doctor
ing a brochure cover photo by inserting a black stu
dent among white football fans as a way to show a 
diverse enrollment (Sept. 21, 2000). 

• A politician talking about religion has a lot in 
common with a woman putting on perfume. A light 
touch is needed; else you end up stinking to high 
heaven (Rosslyn Smith, Sept. 7, 2000). 



• If present trends continue, by the year 2080 
North America's Jewish population will drop by a 
third, according to "American Jewish Year Book." The 
annual also estimates that by mid-century Israel will 
have a majority of the world's Jews (Sept. 15, 2000). 

Abilene 
0 We are also indebted to Sharon Chambers for 

sending a copy of the Big Country Blowout (enter
tainment section of the Abilene Reporter News, Sept. 
15-17, 2000). To our amazement the following news 
was found on page two: 

Families are invited to a free screening of the 
Don Knotts film "The Ghost and Mr. Chicken" 
at Southern Hills Church of Christ Saturday. 

The event is designed to give families a free 
night out. Admission and refreshments - pop
corn and drinks - are free. Door prizes will be 
given away. 

Showtime is 7 p.m. at the church, 3666 Buf
falo Gap Road. 

"The Ghost and Mr. Chicken" (1966) is a 
comedy starring Don Knotts as an aspiring re
porter named Luther who gets his big break by 
agreeing to write about staying the night in a 
haunted house. 

All children must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian. , 

We wonder whatever happened to "Preach the 
word, be urgent in season and out of season," or, "If 
any man speak, speaking as it were the oracles of 
God." Of course, a great many people in the church 
do not care. Also, we wonder how many turned out 
for the big event at the Southern Hills Church of 
Christ and was it worth it? 

Progress? 
0 The following item is the newsletter of the 

YWCA of Greater Harrisburg, Pa. On the back page 
it carries the organization's mission statement of 
1900 under the heading That Was Then (in old En
glish type). The statement reads: 

We, the Young Women's Christian Association of 
Harrisburg, a member of the Young Women's 
Christian Association of the United States of 
America, declare our purpose to be: To build a 
fellowship of women and girls devoted to the task 
of realizing in our common life those ideals of 
personal and social living to which we are com
mitted by our faith as Christians. In this endeavor 
we seek to understand Jesus, to share his love for 
all people, and to grow in the knowledge and love 
of God. 

Then, under the heading This Is Now (modern 
sans serif) there is the mission statement of 2000: 

The YWCA of Greater Harrisburg emphasizes 
the empowerment of women and children by 

providing quality services designed to maximize 
their spiritual, emotional, educational, and physi
cal development. It is committed to eliminating 
racism, sexism, and any other barrier or prejudice 
that impedes personal growth. It actively serves 
as an advocate and a resource to the community 
on issues that impact women and children. 

The sad fact is that the people who write such 
stuff are almost certainly sincere in believing that it 
represents progress. 

A lamine in tiJe land 
0 The time would come to ancient Israel that 

the people would crave a Bible lesson, but it would 
not be available. Bible classes are available today for 
all ages. May they never be taken away. God warned 
Israel in the 8th century B.C.: "I will send a famine 
in the land, not a famine of bread, ·nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the words of jehovah. And they 
shall wander from sea td sea, and from the north even 
to the east; they shall run to and fro to seek the word 
of jehovah, and shall not find it" (Amos 8:11-12). 

Prisoner-of-war Howard Rutledge, dying from 
starvation, thankful for a "bowl of sewer greens," 
found that "my hunger' for spiritual food so~n out
did my hunger for a steak" (Christianity Today). 
"Now I wanted to know about that part of me that 
will never die. . . . I had completely neglected the 
spiritual dimension of my life" when I had lived in 
Tulsa. "Now I wanted to talk about God and Christ 
and the church. But in heartbreak solitary confine
ment there was no preacher, no Sunday-school 
teacher, no Bible, no hymn-book, no community of 
believers to guide and sustain me." 

"I tried desperately to recall snatches of Scrip
ture, sermons, the gospel choruses from childhood, 
and the hymns we sang at church .... I had not seen 
[during eighteen years in a Tulsa Sunday School] the 
importance of memorizing verses from the Bible or 
learning gospel songs. Now, when I needed them, it 
was too late." 

Ouofe lrom A. Campbell 
0 Adhere rigidly and undeviatingly to the truth; 

but while you express what is true, express it in a 
pleasing manner. Truth is the picture; manner is the 
frame that displays it to advantage. "There is noth
ing," says Plat~, "so delightful as the hearing or 
speaking of truth." For this reason, there is no con
versation as agreeable as that of the man of integrity, 
who hears without any intention to betray, and 
speaks without any intention .to deceive. 
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The Church of Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered after a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct identity. Christianity was 
originally designed by the Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today . 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . ................. $8.99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its •magic ingredienr? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ........ .. ...... $6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premll lennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expos~ of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs. 
................................................................ $6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons, first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with thought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ................. $5.95 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . .............. .. $9.99 
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Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, frustra
tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $ 7.95 

Contemporary Concerns 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are discussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling? What is the status of the unbaptized 
dead? What about doctor-assisted death and 
suicide? Should people leaving a congregation 
explain why they are leaving ... and more. 
BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs . ............ $10.95 

The Prophet Motive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian evidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use in high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . 
.............................................................. $12.99 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be given much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of brother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $ 3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
WB.We:tJr: 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West, former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . ...... ........ $9.99 

Shipping- $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8 .25% sales tax 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: What is the righteousness of God? 
Answer: James, brother of our Lord, wrote, "The 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God" 
Games 1 :20). Obviously, the genitive is objective, 
signifying the righteousness which God requires of 
others - not that which is characteristic of him. 

Righteousness, "denotes the state acceptable to 
God which becomes a sinner's possession through 
that faith by which he embraces the grace of God of
fered him in the expiatory death of Jesus Christ," 
and the "faith" by which this blessing is appropriated 
is "a conviction, full of joyful trust, that Jesus is the 
Messiah - the divinely appointed author of eternal 
salvation in the kingdom of God, conjoined with 
obedience to Christ" (Thayer). 

Arndt and Gingrich assert that "since rightequs
ness constitutes the specific virtue of Christians, the 
word becomes almost equivalent to C.hristianity." 
And, to quote Thayer again, righteousness, " in the 
broad sense," is the state of one "who is such as he 
ought to be ... the condition acceptable to God." 

Righteousness is, then, simply put, a state of jus
tification available to man on the basis of Christ's 
sacrifice, and man's acceptance through the condi
tions required. 

These lexical definitions are fully confirmed by 
affirmations of the inspired writers. 

"Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him" (Acts 10:34-35). 

Righteousness is that state or condition wherein 
one is in a right relationship with God. Our English 
word, "righteousness," derives from the word 
"right," which, in turn, literally suggests that which is 
straight (as for example, a straight line), and so desig
nates a relationship with God which he approves. A 
righteous man is therefore one who is straight, lined 
up properly with God! (Psa. 119:172; 1 John 2:29). 

A simple and brief definition of righteousness is, 
"right doing." To be righteous, one must do right. 
"He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he 

is righteous" (1 John 3 :7). Of a certain type of char
acter it is affirmed that he is righteous. Who is he? 
He that doeth righteousness. No other is. He who 
does righteousness is right; but he who is righteous is 
one who does right; therefore, he who does right 
possesses righteousness. Conversely, an unrighteous 
person is a perverse one; a perverse one is an indi
vidual in a twisted (as opposed to a straight) relation
ship with God. It is clear that righteousness is that 
state or condition wherein one is approved of God, 
but God approves of those only who do right (keep 
his commandments); therefore, to possess the ap
proval of God and the righteousness which he re
quires, one must do right, by keeping his command
ments. 

Here is clear and positive proof of the utter falsity 
of the denominational doctrine of transferred righ
teousness. It is by some alleged that in the process of 
salvation Christ transfers to the sinner the righteous
ness which he possesses and that thenceforth the sin
ner is clothed in the righteousness which Christ him
self exhibits! It is a matter of grief to this writer that 
this view is rapidly finding its way into commentaries 
being written by our brethren who have been drinking 
too long and too well from human cisterns polluted by 
false teachers. One can only sadly wonder what the 
future holds for succeeding generations who will be 
influenced by these men as they follow the leading of 
denominational theologians in the adoption of the 
view of an imputation of righteousness that is repug-

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. \Voods 

John ....................................... $14.99 
James ...................................... 14.99 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude ............ 14.99 

$3.00 shipping for one book 
add .50/ea for additional books 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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nant both to reason and to Scripture.· 
It is absurd to assume that one person is good be

cause another is. True, because Christ died in our 
stead, our guilt is cancelled, and through obedience to 
his will we are privileged to go free; but, this is far 
from saying that we thereupon become positively 
good, in the absence of good works. There is the dif
ference between the poles in (a) not imputing guilt 
(this, the Lord does for us); and (b) conferring merit 
(this, the Lord does not do), in the process of salva
tion. 

Salvation (pardon), denotes a change in position 
and relation to God and not, on that basis alone, a life 
of personal purity. A pardoned criminal is no longer 
regarded as guilty of the crimes which led to his arrest, 
trial, and conviction; but, he is by no means a valuable 
citizen, in the absence of active participation in civic 
affairs. Righteousness is right-doing. To be righteous, 
one must do right (1John 2:29). 

Was not Abraham's faith reckoned (imputed, 
counted) to him for righteousness? Yes. In the ab
sence of further duties, at the moment, God accepted 
Abraham's faith as an act of obedience - .hence, 
righteousness itself Uames 2:20-22). 

Did not David speak of "the blessedness of the 
man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness with
out works?" (Rom. 4:6.) The "works" here, were 
works of the Mosaic Law. The man to whom the 
Lord imputes righteousness is the one whose "iniqui
ties are forgiven, and whose sins are covered" (Psa. 
32:1-2; Rom. 4:8). Such a one actively complies with 
God's plan for his forgiveness, and is thus declared 
righteous (justified). 

We must be careful to distinguish between a righ
teousness imputed to (credited to) man because he 
has a right relationship with God through obedience 
to his will, and a righteousness which Christ 
(through his own submission to the will of the Fa
ther) is alleged to transfer to the sinner. The former 
the New Testament teaches; the latter is Calvinism. 

Was not Christ made "righteousness" for us? (1 
Cor. 1 :30). The Lord became the means of righ
teousness for us in that it is through him we are 
privileged to receive "the gift of righteousness" 
(Rom. 5: 17); but this is accomplished through com
pliance with his will, and in obedience to his com
mandments, and not through some mysterious be
stowal of merit. 

We should ever remember that justification does 
not eliminate the fact of sin; it simply releases the 
sinner from the guilt thereof. The history of the act 

34 ~~rp~~~d;~~~ 

must forevermore remain. Paul, fully mindful of the 
great grace which he had experienced, was never 
without the consciousness of the fact that he had per
secuted the church of God and wasted it. Pardoned, 
saved, justified, acquitted, no longer under guilt, it 
now remained for him, through faithful adherence to 
the Lord's will, to exhibit personal righteousness 
(right-standing) with God. 

And so with us all. The marvelous blessing of sal
vation is available through Christ. He is the means of 
righteousness; through him we receive the gift of 
righteousness - righteousness which God makes 
available to us through faithful allegiance to his will. 

Questions and Answers 
Open Forum 
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Overcoming Worldliness Everyday 
Developing the Servant Attitude 
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- California - - Minnesota -Directory 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
..... 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
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Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Southaven- Southav·e~· Church of Christ, 1483 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
4050 and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-England-
Mildenhall- Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 
Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
Publishers of "Oracles of God" N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 

-Alaska-
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington- Sunny;i;~·church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -

Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr.,99518. (907) 344- jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Ed d A W 32208 S 10 11 5 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net gewwood 7v3e.O est,M .duBn. h , .a·!"·• 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. p.m., e . : p.m. aynar oo er, mmaster. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. . . . . . 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
373-5583 McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 

Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
- Alabama - 320-9780 

jacksonville - jacksonville Church of Christ, Margate- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Hwy. 204 across from Jacksonville State Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., p.m. (954) 972-6400,JWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 584-0703 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C . 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 
available Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 

Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 276-2946 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
778-8955 7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
Tuscaloosa - East Pointe Church of Christ. Only •••• 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20,59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Orlando-Winter Park- S~uth Seminole Church 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
553-0546. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Arizona-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan jones, preacher. 

-Free with any book order
while supplies last 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

Cari119 & Shari119 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800} 288-2044 

December 2000 
Firm Foundation 35 

--.- -, 



-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10: 15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111 . Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd. , P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 75 1-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

Mr. Juliet -The Vi llages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from dowmown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 
Wayne Coats, preacher. 

-Texas-
Baytown - Cedar Bayou Church of Christ, 3601 
N. Hwy. 146. (713) 422-2935; 424-7823. Sun. 9, 
9:50 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Mome Evans, 
preacher. imcrnet: hnp://web. wt.net/ - dgal 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
en larged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3' x 5'/•' . 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St. , 76053. (8 17) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell , minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671 -25 15. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Al len Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Amonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (21 0) 496-1346 

:;:Cowers 
rr!iat CJ.&,ver 
!Faae 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent. though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $1 0 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 
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-Virginia-
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803 . 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th Sr.; 82801 Sher idan. Sun. 10:30, I 1:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

!T~ 
Firm Foundation 

Year 2001 
Wall Calendar 

23" wide x 34" high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 
1-10 calendars .... $6.00 

11-16 calendars .... 10.00 
17-20 calendars .... 20.00 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 
$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J . Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to 
discern and defeat the errors advanced 
by so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to occommodote 

preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related molter is ac

cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 

Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jpraphet@republic.nel. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired m onth of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for the 

following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Wanted, sound, conservative Gospel preacher. 
Please send resume and inquiries ro Southside 
Church of Christ, 33 18 East Sr., Texacana, AR 
7 1854. 

Full-time minister needed for a congregation of 70 
in the heart of East Texas. Please help us find a 
good married man of e xper ie nce. Salary is 
negotiable. House provided. Garrison Church of 
Christ, Rt. 10, Box 2400, Nacogdoches, TX 75961. 
(936) 569-8981. jburk@lcc.ner 

Youth minister sought fo r the Sunset Church of 
Christ in Miami, FL. We have a growi ng, energetic 
youth membership of 60-75 in grades 7-12. Fax 
resumes and references to (305) 248-5373 or email 
dramsey233@aol.com 

Congregation o f 125 (50% black, 50% white) 50 
miles SW of New Orleans in a fast-growing city of 
I 00,000 looking fo r a sound conservative evangelist 
with 8 yrs. full-rime experience. Position open Feb. 
I, 2001 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
VBS, ere, and motivate congregation ro evangelize. 
If you are interested in a long-rerm commitment 
(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send resume with 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of family and financial requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 11 7, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872· 
3778. 

Sound gospel pulpit preacher wanted; married man 
preferred. Salary negot iable, 3-bdrm house. 
Wagoner Church of Christ, 901 E. Cherokee Sr., 
Wagoner, OK 74467. Contact Frank Everett, (91 8) 
485-9105, 1103 SW 20th, Wagoner OK 74467; 
Charles Blackwell, (918) 687-5973, P.O. Box 426, 
Okay, OK 74446; Wendell Tenison, (918) 485-
8715, P.O. Box 395, Wagoner, OK 74477. 

'Victory 
8ver 

'l'rials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who bave experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book ol encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction I rom the life or Job is lor you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gilt book. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Teus residenll add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Congregation of t 10 members seeking full-rime 
pulpit preacher, doctrinally conservative, who will 
work under the elders. Church is in city of 65,000 
which has one university and 3 colleges. Salary 
includes 3-bd brick home. Call o r write for derails: 
Church of Christ, 1456 5th Ave., Terre Haute, IN 
47807. (812) 232-7710. 

Family/Youth/Involvement minister: Wonderful 
opportunity for an dynamic minister (5-10 yrs 
experience preferred) ro work with a congregation 
of 400 + members including 50+ yourh. Solid 
eldership with many deacons. Our congregation 
is an idea l envi ronment fo r a hardworking 
Bible-based family. If you believe you are rhe 
one God has in mind fo r our position, send your 
resume and philosophy of ministry ro: SEARCH 
COMM ITTEE, Nerherwood Park C hurch of 
Christ, 5 I 00 Indian School Rd. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87110 o r call (505) 256-7389. Or, email 
us at FY!minister@ncthcrwood.org. Check our 
ou r websi te, www.nerhe rwood.o rg fo r jo b 
description. Salary $40,000+ dependi ng upon 
qualifications. 

Seeking a n experienced, so und, conservative 
preacher to work with us building up the church. 
Small congregation of 50-60 members, wirhour 
elders. We can offer $500. per week plus 3-
bedroom house. Send resum~ to Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 413, Calera, OK 74730; or call Tom 
Adams (580) 920-1983 . 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wanls sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. P:mial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (91 2) 524-269 1;jim Warren (912) 723· 
5196. 

Evangdist needed for congregation of 175 + in 
Placerville, CA (25 mi. E. of Sacramento). Youth, 
young adult, members of all ages comprise this 
vibrant congregation. Outreach programs locally 
and worldwide - special emphasis on South Pacific 
- arc a focal point of rhe congregation's ministry. 
Salary competitive based upon educat ion and 
experience. Send resum~ to Elders, Placerville 
Church of Ch rist , 4120 M issouri Flat Rd., 
Placerville, CA 95667-622 1. Application packer 
will be forwarded ro you. Fax (530) 642-8435; I· 
800-490-4539; E-mail plcvcoc@calis.com 

Youth/assoc iate minister wanted for 200+ 
congregation. The candidate should be married, 
and he should have a degree from a Christian 
university o r preaching school. He wi ll be 
responsible for all yomh and related programs, 
and will work closely with the pulpit minister, 
and in all areas of church growth. Salary negotiable. 
To receive a complete information packer, please 
contact: Search Committee, Yucaipa Church of 

Christ 33981 Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, CA 92399. 
Tel: (909) 797-6511. E-mail: ycoc@aol.com 

Preacher wa.nted for small congregation. Will 
supply 6-bd\-m house, utilities, $400/ monrh. 
Additional support needed. Send resume, 
references, and tape of recent sermon and family 
photo ro Church of Christ, arrn. Ed Watts, P.O. 
Box 91, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

Preachers Available 
Available for fill - in preaching for small 
congregarons and wou ld work wirh a small 
congregation (1 00 o r less) full-rime again. I am 72 
yrs old, have worked for over 40 yrs. doing 
preaching, personal work, prison work. Edwin 
Carlisle, 1612 FM 2127, Chico, TX 7643 1, (940) 
644-5210. 

Minis t er avai lab le for pulpit preach ing in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

POWER Lectures hip Books on Diskette for 
Windows. Tbe Two Covenants (1996), Dangerous 
'Isms (1997), The Godhead (1998). Limited 
quantity of The Godbead for MAC. Clearance sale 
price $5.00 each, plus $1.00 S&H. Order from 
POWER, Southaven Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
128, Southaven, MS 38671. (662) 393-2690. Call 
for hardback prices. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Arlama? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-85 11 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 

by Homer Hailey 

Hailey provides a general introduction the Mi· 
nor Prophets, then each book is examined 
separate ly, with general observations (au
thorship, date, various Interpretations, the 
main message, and lessons to be gained from 
the study). An outline for each book follows. 
The verse-by-verse commentary unfolds the 
mean or each passage and verse. The result 
is a satisfying and useful commentary, one 
that is often refer to for help in understand the 
Scripture passages. 428 pgs. hardback 

$19.95 plus $3.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Index 2000 I 

Black, V. P. 
Changes I Have Seen ...... ..................................... ... Oct. p. 6 
The Greater Blessing ................ ............................ Aug. p. 24 

Brown, T. Pierce 
Care with Words .................................................. June p. 25 
Christ - Yes; the Church- No? .................. .... ........ Sept. p. 1 
Grace, Works and Salvation .......... ........................ Mar. p. 9 
Improper Zeal ...................................................... May p. 20 
Power in the Word .................................... ........... July p. 21 
Speaking in Generalities ........................................ Nov. p. 1 
Why So Small? ...................................... .... ........... Dec. p. 10 
Worship and Serve the Creature ............................. Feb. p. 5 

Campbell, Alexander (deceased) 
Orthodoxy vs. Original Christianiry ....................... Oct. p. 1 
Q&A ...................................... .............................. Oct. p. 36 

Chesser, Frank 
The Elijah Complex ............................................... May p. 8 

Choate, J. E. 
19th Century Schools of the Restoration Movement 
................................................................... ......... . May p. 14 
Dr. Shelly Endorses "Machiavellian" Rules for Church 
Change .... ................ ............ .... ............................. July p. 12 
Requiem for Nashville Jubilee ................................ Oct. p. 9 

Cobble, Sandra 
Been There ................ .. .................................. ....... Apr. p. 17 
Courage ................ ............................................... Apr. p. 19 

Coffman, Burton 
Concerning Spiritual Sacrifices ............................... Aug. p. 9 

Conley, Darrell 
Where Do We Get Direction? ................ .... ........ .. May p. 11 

Conley, Frazier 
Denomination - Not ............ ................................... Apr. p. 1 
Lay by Him in Store ...................... ...... ................ Mar. p. 17 
Measures of the Spirit- John 3:34 ...................... Nov. p. 23 
Pattern Theology and the Restoration Movement .. May p. 9 
Praying in Jesus' Name ........................ .......... ...... Mar. p. 18 
Re-hydrating Baptism ...................................... ....... Feb. p. 1 
Relative Negation Versus Absolute Negation ........ June p. 10 
Religion in this Age ................................................. Jan. p. 8 
The One Hundred and Twenty ................ ............ Sept. p. 19 
Until the Time Arrives .......................................... Aug. p. 12 

Communion Cups 
Perfect 11/a" tall - $15.95/box 
Regal 15116'' tall - 16.95/box 

Distinctive He" tall, smooth rim -17.95/box 
1,000/box • 10 boxes/case 

$3.75 shipping/handling per box 
Add 50¢ for each additional box 
Call for shipping on a case of 1 o 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-800-572-3619 
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Cruse, Bob 
Compassion and Tolerance .............................. ..... May p. 17 
False Prophets of the Second Millennium ............. Aug. p. 10 
You Will Know ..................................... ...... .......... Mar. p. 8 

Curtis, Burl 
Reverence and Sound Doctrine ............................. Jan. p. 24 
Seek and Ye Shall Find ......................... ................ Nov. p. 14 

Dobbs, H. A. (Buster) 
A Hundred Decades ............ .................................. Mar. p. 2 
Actors or Pawns? .................................................... June p. 2 
Distasteful But Necessary ...................................... Sept. p. 2 
Happy New Year ................................. ................... Dec. p. 2 
Institution .............................................................. May p. 2 
Legalism ................................................................. July p. 2 
Moraliry .................. .. ............................................ Nov. p. 2 
Road Rage .............................................................. Oct. p. 2 
Sin .......................................................................... Feb. p. 2 
Superhuman Scheme ............................................... Jan. p. 2 
To Change or Not to Change ................................. Apr. p. 2 
Value of Fellowship ................................................ Aug. p. 2 

Farris, James W. 
Rantings of a Fool ................................................ May p. 18 
The Christian, the Humanist, and Euthanasia ...... Oct. p. 23 
When Opinion Becomes Law .................................. Jan. p. 7 

Franklin, Benjamin (deceased) 
Are Creeds Useful? ............................................... Feb. p. 14 

Gardner, E. Claude 
Who Is Keeping the Sabbath? ............................... Oct. p. 15 

Gardner, Ken 
Social Comment: Hugh Hefner Way .................... June p. 15 
What Is Wrong with This Picture? ........................ June p. 15 

Griffith, Hud . 
Evangelism .............. .......................... ................... Feb. p. 22 

Hall, Eric B. 
Abilene Christian Universiry's Agenda 
to Denominationalize the Lord's Church .......... : .. Apr. p. 20 

Hartwigsen, Brock 
Anti or Non ................................................. ......... Jan. p. 23 
Law Is Not Obscene ............................................. Dec. p. 24 

Hearn, Roy J. 
Respect for God's Word ........ .............................. Sept. p. 26 
Reverence for God ................................................ Mar. p. 7 
Reverence for God's Representatives ..................... June p. 1 
We Must Stand in Awe ............ ............................. July p. 20 

Hinton, Jared D. age 1 0 
An Essay from a Creation Kid ................................ May p. 7 

Hobbs, Dr. John 
A Time To Stand .............. ...................................... Feb. p. 7 
Can the "Natural Man" of 1 Corinthians 2:14 
Understand the Gospel? ...................................... Mar. p. 20 
Hereditary Total Depraviry? Apr. p. 12 
Irresistible Grace? ............................ .................... Dec. p. 17 
Is the KJV the Only Version? ............ .................... Oct. p. 19 
Limited Atonement? .............................................. Nov. p. 7 
Once Saved Always Saved? ..................................... July p. 1 
Unconditional Election .................. ....................... Aug. p. 13 

Holland, Paul 
The Evolutionist's Triniry ............................. ....... Sept. p. 15 



Horton, Howard R. 
The Temple Two ................................................... july p. 15 

Jackson, Shan 
Thoughts on Restoration ...................................... june p. 26 

Langfield, Weldon 
· Mormonism: Built on the Sand ........................... Nov. p. 15 
Lard, Moses E. (deceased) 

The True Worship of God .................................... May p. 24 
Lewis, Dr. Jack P. 

A Holy Priesthood .................................................. Apr. p. 6 
Misconceptions of the Priesthood of Believers ..... Aug. p. 20 
Spiritual Service .................................................. Sept. p. 23 
The Priest in the Biblical World ........................... Mar. p. 15 
The Priesthood of Believers .................................... june p. 7 
The Teaching ........................................................ Feb. p. 23 

Lewis, John T. 
Are You Not of More Value Than They? ............. Dec. p. 23 

Lewis, Mark R. 
Great Biblical Women ............................................ May p. 1 

Littrell, Harold 
Oneness of the Faith ............................................ july p. 18 
The Godhead ....................................................... Oct. p. 16 

McCord, Hugo 
A "Third Millennium" Translation ....................... july p. 22 
A Book of Errors Revised ...................................... jan. p. 10 
Begotten and Unbegotten ...................................... Sept. p. 9 
Deaconess? ............................................................ Jan. p. 27 
Did God Create Evil? ........................................... May p. 12 
Internal Evidences of the Bible's Inspiration .......... Dec. p. 1 
Lois, III ............................................................... Sept. p. 12 

· Priesthood of Believers ......................................... Feb. p. 11 
_The Bible .............................................................. june p. 16 
The Eternal Purpose .............................................. Jan. p. 26 
The Kingdom - The Church ................................ Mar. p. 11 
Three Paradises ...................................................... Oct. p. 8 

McGee, Jeff 
Why Are Our Kids Killing Each Other? ............... july p. 16 

McKnight, M. F. 
Other Sheep ........................................................... Oct. p. 7 

Meadows, James 
Matthew 12:41 ...................................................... May p. 6 

Miller, Dave 
Announcement ..................................................... Aug. p. 25 
Avon Malone Added 
to the Brown Trail Faculty .................................... Jan. p. 16 

Mitchell, Lindell 
Autonomy Revisited ............................................ Nov. p. 19 

·Loveless ............................................................... July p. 23 
Mistake ................................................................ Dec. p. 13 
More on Conflict and Unity ................................ Mar. p. 22 
One People ............................................................ Jan. p. 19 
One People Amidst Conflict ................................. Feb. p. 18 
One People/One Baptism ....................................... Aug. p. 1 
One People/One Faith .......................................... June p. 18 
One People/One Lord .......................................... May p. 21 

Nichol, C. R. (deceased) 
Apostasy ......................... ~ ...................................... Jan. p. 14 
Apostasy Hereditary Total Depravity ................... Feb. p. 20 
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'lWhen I Am Weak, Then Am I Strong" 
By Hugo McCord 

I ter Paul became a Christian, during his first 
visit in Galatia, he suffered a "bodily ailment" 
so severe that the new Christians there 

"would have dug out" their "eyes to give them to" 
him (Gal. 4:13, 15). His pain was comparable to "a 
thorn in the flesh" (2 Cor. 12:7). 

He begged the Lord three times for relief, but the 
heavenly Father, who knows what is best for each 
one of his children, who "works all things together 
for good" to "them who love him," gave Paul direct 
answers that his "infirmities" would not be removed 
(Rom. 8:28; 2 Cor. 12:8-9). Apparently, his maladies 
were· not terminal. He lived some 3 0 more years 
in·.sharp pain, in a God-sent discipline, "for what 
son is he whom the father does not chasten?" (Heb. 
12:7).' 

During those years, God answered Paul's prayers 
for others, as for the father of Publius on the island 
of Malta, "suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul 
visited with him, prayed, laid his hands on him, and 
healed him" (Acts 28:8). But Paul could get no relief, 
for himself from his "bodily ailment" (Gal. 4:13). 

However, Paul did not condemn God, but he en
dured his God-sent discipline as special and personal 
providence to keep Paul humble, "so I would not be 
arrogant" (2 Cor. 12:7). "No discipline at the time 
seems pleasant, but painful. However, it later pro
duces the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 

who have been trained by it" (Heb. 12: 11). 
Thank God, Paul accepted his discipline as an ul

timate blessing, because God told him that "strength 
reaches completion in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:9). 
Therefore, Paul could write that "when I am weak, 
then am I strong" (2 Cor. 12:10). 

Granville Brown 

And, thank God, many other people besides Paul in 
physical weaknesses have become strong spiritually. 
Granville Brown suffered a birth defect so "that 
God's works might be seen in him" Uohn 9:3). 

Granville, according to the Donelson Reporter 
(March 1998), was born in Murphreesboro, Tenn. 
(Sept. 7, 1919) with "cerebral palsy," and so was 
never "able to walk." For the first nine years of his 
life "he crawled on hands and knees." 

Surgeries "enabled him to stand on his feet with 
the aid of crutches at age nine." On crutches and in a 
wheelchair, he graduated from high school and at
tended David Lipscomb College. 

He wanted to preach. At the age of 26 he preached 
his first sermon at the Science Hill Church of Christ, 
a rural congregation in Rutherford County, Tenn., 
standing up with the aid of his crutches. During the 
next 50 years he preached in 12 states. 

God had given him a brilliant mind. As a result of 
much study and a keen memory "he never used a 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Temple of God 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The dome of the rock sits on the temple 
mount, which is regarded as exception 
ally holy by Muslims, Jews, and many 

professing Christians. This is superstition, and, 
of course, is wrong, but a lot of blood has been 
shed because of it. We might once again cry out, 
"0 religion, how many crimes have been com
mitted in thy name." 

Mount Moriah was the eminence upon ...._..:....;..--=-~-=-....... 
which King Solomon fulfilled the devout crav-
ing of his famous father to build the temple of Jehovah. 

When the temple was dedicated, Solomon said, "But will God 
in very deed dwell on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have 
builded!" (1 Kings 8:27). He announced at the dedication what 
Jesus was later to tell the woman at Jacob's well- that God can
not be restricted to time and place Gohn 4:21). 

God cannot be contained in a temple made with human hands 
however grand it may be (Acts 17 :29). No human architecture can 
hold deity. The finite universe itself cannot encompass infinity. 
The glory of God is displayed in the heavens and the arch of the 
sky shows his handiwork and every twinkling star declares his ev
erlasting power and divinity because he made it, controls it, and 
exceeds it (Psalm 19:1-3; Rom 1:20). The universe is limited, 
though we, in our frail knowledge, may not be able to mark irs 
ending place. The limited cannot restrict to its boundaries the un
limited. The Creator is greater than his creation. As Solomon said, 
"The heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain" God. 

Still it is true that God has a temple on earth, but it is not lo
cated in Jerusalem - it is everywhere, "for God is spirit, and they 
that worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 

In the beginning God made the body of man out of clay. It had 
eyes, but could not see; it had ears, but could not hear; it had a 
heart that pumped no blood. Then God breathed into man the 
breath of life, "and man became a living soul." God dwells in but 
overflows his covenant people, who are his temple (2 Cor. 6:16). 

Four thousand years later, Jesus said, "Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up" Gohn 2:19). The Jews were 
aghast and said, "Forty and six years was this temple in building, 
and wilt thou raise it up in three days?" They made the mistake of 
thinking he spoke of the restored temple that had been renovated, 
expanded, and beautified by Herod. 



The inspired John however explains that Jesus "spake of the 
temple of his body." Jesus was not talking about a building made 
with stones, timbers, cloth, and decorated with silver, gold, and 
precious gems, but of a temple made by the power of God. The 
body of Jesus, like the body of Adam, was God prepared (Heb. 
10:5). It shines brighter than the grandeur of any temple made 
with human hands. 

A more amazing and astounding fact is that a human soul, 
. dead in trespasses and sins, can be made alive. It is possible for a 
mere mortal to be born again - born from above. The transition 
happens in the water of baptism Qohn 3:5). 

The body of the person who has been resurrected to a new life 
by the energizing power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16; 6:4) is now 
transformed into a temple. If you are a child of God, you are a 
temple of God. 

Or know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have from God? and ye are not your 
own; for ye were bought with a price: glorify God therefore in 
your body (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 

Think about that. If the blood of the lamb has redeemed you, 
you are a temple of God - your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit lives in you by the medium of the gospel, 
which is his sword (Eph. 6:17). God does not live in the Christian 
directly, but by the agency of his living, active, and saving word. 

In the sight of God you are both king and priest. You are a 
temple. You are God's property. You are precious in the sight of 
the Lord. 

Consequently, it is also true that the saved, considered as a 
whole, are also a temple of God. Paul was speaking of the church 
at Corinth when he wrote: 

Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you? If any man destroyeth the temple of God, 
him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such 
are ye (1 Cor. 3:16-17). 

Each blood-bought person is a temple of God; therefore the 
whole body of the saved is a temple of God. Individually and in 
the aggregate, the saved of the earth are the temple of God. 

In God's view, this temple is more glorious than Solomon's 
building or Herod's edifice. You may look like just an ordinary 
person to the average man on the street, but you are "unto our 
God a kingdom and priests" and you "reign upon earth" (Rev. 
5:10). 

You are a King! You are a priest! You are a temple! . 
To hurt the church is to destroy the temple of God. God will 

destroy the man who destroys his temple, "for the temple of God 
is holy, and such are ye." If anyone tears up the church, he sends 
himself to hell. Be careful how you treat God's chosen people -
for they are sacred and consecrated and dedicated. 

Walking around on the streets of your community - at 
church, at work, at play - you are the temple of God. You are a 
priest of God. You are a king. 
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Alexander Campbell wrote: 
From these general reflections on the human 
body as a temple, the human heart as an altar, the 
spirit of man as a priest, the domains of nature and 
of grace as abounding with the infinite variety of 
offerings, we may learn man's dignity in this cre
ation, his duty and his bliss; as well as perceive 
what a large space he occupies in the regard and 
affection of his Creator, Father, and Redeemer. 
We may also perceive how many acceptable sacri
fices and thank offerings, and what precious in
cense we may continually present before the Lord 
(Millennia/ Harbinger, 1837, p. 316). 

The Bible puts the same thought this way: 
Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what

soever ye do, do all to the glory of God (1 Cor. 
10:31). 

Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips 
which make confession to his name. But to do 
good and to communicate forget not: for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased (Heb. 13:15-
16). 

And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God the Father through him (Col. 3: 17). 

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in 

ceaseless praise. 
Take my life, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure 

store; 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

4 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer
cies of God, to present your bodies a living sacri
fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service. And be not fashioned according 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the re
newing of your mind, and ye may prove what is 
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God 
(Rom. 12:1-2). 

Ye also, as living stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiri
tual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 

Because it is contained in scripture, Behold, I 
lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: 
And he that believeth on him shall not be put to 
shame. 

For you therefore that believe is the precious
ness: but for such as disbelieve, The stone which 
the builders rejected, The same was made the 
head of the corner; and, A stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offence; for they stumble at the 
word, being disobedient: whereunto also they 
were appointed. 

But ye are a elect race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for God's own possession, 
that ye may show forth the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvel
lous light (1 Pet. 2:5-9). 
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My life, my love, I give to thee, Thou Lamb of God, 
who died for me; 

0 may I ever faithful be, my Savior and my God! 
I'll live for him who died for me, how happy then my 

life shall be! 
I'll live for him who died for me, my Savior and my 

God. 

''When I Am Weak, 
Then Am I Strong'' 
(continued from page 1) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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note or opened a Bible to read from it during a 
sermon. All the material was committed to memory." 

At Murphreesboro School of Preaching he taught 
Bible courses for two years, and "he taught freshman 
Bible for two years" at the Magic Valley Christian 
College in Albion, Idaho, sitting in his wheelchair. 

How could a lifelong cripple "develop such a 
cheerful spirit?" Betty Underhill (reporter for the 
Donelson Reporter) asked Granville. "It was easy," 
he replied. "The apostle Paul taught me how. He 
said, 'Learn to be content in whatever state you are 
in,' and I learned contentment." He continued, "We 
can't control the circumstances of our lives, but we 
can control our attitude toward those circum
stances." He quoted the psalmist, "It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted, that I might learn your 
statutes" (Psa. 119:71). 

Granville told Betty, "When I finish reading 
through the Bible this time, this will make 66 times 
I've read through the Bible." When he quit preaching 
at age 76, he said: 

One of the last sermons I preached was taped, 
and I wanted to listen to the tape. I put myself to 
sleep listening to that tape, and I knew if I 
couldn't keep myself awake, I couldn't expect 
anyone else to stay awake when I preached. I 
knew it was time to quit. 

Granville now is a shut-in in a home in Donelson, 
Tenn. Betty, the reporter, concluded, "I made a visit 
expecting to give, but received instead." 

Georgia Lee UJo" Sherrill 
Georgia Lee "Jo" Sherrill was not born with a birth 
defect, but at age 19 (in 1954) she was stricken with 
polio (poliomyelitis), paralyzed from the neck down, 
unable to move her head, able only to move her face 
muscles and tongue. At the time she was the secre-



tary of J.F. Kurfees Jr., president of the Kurfees Paint 
Company. 

An iron lung kept "Jo" alive. Both she and her 
employer were dedicated Christians, members of the 
Westport Road Church of Christ in Louisville, Ky. In 
addition to much praying by "J o" and her boss, the 
church members prayed fervently also. 

Brother Kurfees got busy, calling in technical 
help of General Electric, IBM, and Southern Bell. 
Unbelievably, "Jo" returned to her job in her boss' 
office! A plastic mouthpiece, guided by her tongue, 
directed a pointer to a set of typewriter keys fastened 

above her head. A mirror allowed her to see the ma
terial being typed by a "slave" typewriter placed back 
of her head. 

One day "Jo" adapted some sentences originally 
written by George Matthew Adams (some say, Ed
ward Everett Hale), setting forth her own philoso
phy of life: 

I am only one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 
What I ought to do I will, by God's grace, do. 

11625 SWVacuna Ct. 
Portland, OR 97219-8903 

~ 

Modesty 
By Robert R. Stephenson 

Many in the body of Christ want to look, 
and act like dirt. Whatever happened to 
being separate from the world? Moses, 

told the Hebrews to be separate from "all the people 
that are upon the face of the earth" (Ex. 33:16). 
God's prophet told restored Israel to be separate 
from the filthiness of the nations (Ezra 6:21). 

God wants his people to be different from the 
world. Otherwise we cannot benefit and help the 
world. The church should be counterculture, not 
running neck and neck with people in the world so 
that the observer cannot tell which is which. 

If ye were of the world, the world would love 
its own: but because ye are not of the world, but 
I chose you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you Uohn 15:19). 

In like manner, that women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel, with shamefastness and so
briety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls 
or costly raiment; but (which becometh women 
professing godliness) through good works (1 
Tun. 2:9-10). 

Whose adorning let it not be the outward 
adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing 
jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorrupt
ible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price (1 Pet. 3:3-4). 

Aged men be temperate, grave, sober-minded, 
sound in faith, in love, in patience: that aged 
women likewise be reverent in demeanor, not 
slanderers nor enslaved to much wine, teachers 
of that which is good; that they may train the 

young women to love their husbands, to love 
their children,. to be sober-minded, chaste, 
workers at home, kind, being in subjection to 
their own husbands, that the word of God be 
not blasphemed: the younger men likewise ex
hort to be sober-minded: in all things showing 
thyself an ensample of good works; in thy doc
trine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sound 
speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that 
is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having 
no evil thing to say of us (Titus 2:2-8). 

Sadly, many in the church have failed in this in
struction. Improper apparel is worn by professing 
Christians - both male and female. 

Satan has a foothold in many congregations. 
Where is the respect for God? Let us have the cour
age to speak out against such things and not partici
pate in immoral dress. Scanty clothing does not be
come those professing godliness. 
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Atheism Versus Christianity 
Features Comparison Chart 

By Frazier Conley 

Avery common phenomenon in today's marketplace is the "Features Comparison Chart." If one goes to 
compare software or a new car or an appliance one is often presented a list of the relative features of 
the competing products. Consumer information services will sometimes do this, and if the chart is 

honestly prepared it is a good way to help make a sound decision. 
We are confronted with a society increasingly divided into two camps: religious and atheistic. For those 

facing a choice or decision in the matter, a chart comparing what is offered or promised or taught by both 
might be helpful. 

Feature 

Hope 

Love 

Mission 

Destiny 

Nature of humanity 

Post-mortem Music 

Post-mortem Body 

For the physically, mentally, 
emotlon~lly disabled 
& the povertv stricken 

Meaning of life 

Ufe 

Death 

Morals 

Ethics 

Law 

Human Origins 

Nature of universe and human life 

Justice 

Sins 

Forgiveness of sin and guilt 

Truth 
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Atheism 

None 

Not applicable (based on selfish Interest) 

Physical gratification 

Annihilation 

Matter in motion 

None 

Eaten of worms 

You have all you will ever get 

None except whatever every selfish fallible 
individual decides for himself 
(examples: Jeffrey Dahmer, Ted Bundy) 

Temporary 

Permanent 

None expected 

Uncertain 
Fallible laws written by flawed human beings 

An accident out of a mud puddle somewhere, 
then evolving Into apes, then into relatively 
more Intelligent animals 
Accident of physics 

Whatever one gets from authorities like 
Janet Reno and Fidel Castro - big fish 
eats little fish 
Not applicable (no standard possible for assess-
lng their existence. One is free to commit all sins 
and suffer and Inflict on 9thers all the damaging 
consequences thereon 

None. They will be with you so long as you live 

Relative, whatever you want to make It 

Christianity 

Assured 

Guaranteed by the self sacrifice of Jesus . 

Love and help others 

Eternal salvation 

Eternal spirits created in the Image of God 

Heavenly 

New, glorious, spiritual body 

Riches of heavenly glory 

See the extensive Information and 
instruction found in "The Holy Bible.• 

Eternal 

Temporary 

Extensively promoted 

Highest 
Divine laws written by an all wise. 
righteous, and loving God 
Humans created by the Heavenly 
Father in his own Image 

Grounded in the eternal purposes of God 

An omniscient righteous God who 
will bring all things to light and 
assess perfect fairness and justice 
Transgressions of the revealed will of God 

Assured to Christians based on the sacrifice 
of the Son of God on the cross 

Absolute, based on reality 
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Verbal Inspiration 
By Jerry C. Brewer 

0 nee upon a time religious people could dis
cuss the Bible from a common perspective. 
While some twisted it to suit denomina

tional theology, most believed it to be God's Word. 
The great denominational debaters like Bogard, 

Norris, and Rice defended their doctrines against 
such giants as Hardeman, Wallace, and Campbell 
from that perspective. 

The world has changed since then. Permeated 
with secular humanism, most of the denominational 
world, and many within the church, deny not only 
the doctrine of Christ, but the inspiration of the 
Book in which it is revealed. 

The Bible is a constant in an ever-changing world 
of human philosophy. It is as inspired in the third 
millennium as it was when it resided in the "earthen 
vessels" of the first millennium. 1 esus said, "Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away" (Matt. 24:35), and Peter affirmed that "the 
word of the Lord endureth forever" (1 Pet. 1 :25). 

Verbal inspiration is the claim that the words in 
which is the Bible was written were selected by the 
Holy Spirit from the vocabulary and literary style of 
the human instrument through which the message 
was made known. 

God the Holy Spirit has the ability, of course, to 
reveal the message of salvation in keeping with the 
writing style of the men who put the words down on 
paper. 

1. W. McGarvey puts it this way: 
The theory fails to account for the play of the 
writer's human feelings; and for the obvious fact 
that in recalling to their memory what Jesus had 
said the Spirit only recalled what they did not al
ready remember; and in guiding them into all 
truth he did not guide them into that which they 
already possessed (Evidences of Christianity, 
Part Iv, Ch. VII, p. 212). 

The claim of verbal inspiration does not allow 
the writers to select the words. The words were se
lected for them by the Holy Spirit, but in keeping 
with their knowledge and nature. 

The thought inspiration theory holds that the 
writers of the Bible were given God's thoughts and 
allowed to select the words by which they were to be 

expressed. But words are vehicles of thought and it 
would have been impossible for finite men to select 
the words by which the mind of the Infinite God was 
adequately conveyed. 

Verbal inspiration consisted of the Holy Spirit 
exerting an influence upon the writers of the Bible, 
without circumventing their natural styles and per-
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sonalities, and giving them the very words by which 
God's will is expressed to man. 

But when they shall lead you, and deliver you 
up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall 
speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatso
ever shall be given you in that hour, that speak 
ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy 
Ghost (Mark 13:10-11). 

And when they bring you unto the syna
gogues, and unto magistrates, and powers, take 
ye no thought how or what thing ye shall an
swer, or what ye shall say for the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought 
to say (Luke 12:17-12). 

Expressly forbidden to "premeditate," the 
apostles could not have selected the words. t?ey spoke. 
The words were supplied by the Holy Spmt as m the 
case of Peter's bold reply to the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:8). 

Quoting Isaiah 64:4, Paul said the things which 
"eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en
tered into the heart of man" (1 Cor. 2:9), referred to 
the gospel plan of salvation which was unknown to 
the patriarchs and prophets. That being true, the 
men could not have invented the message they re
vealed. Moved by the Spirit of God, they foretold 
those things, but their full revelation was reserved 
for Christ's witnesses (1 Pet. 1:10-12). 
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But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him? even so the things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God (1 Cor. 2:10-11). 

''All things" and "the deep things of God" refer 
to the scheme of redemption or the gospel plan of 
salvation which was conceived in the mind of God. 
Having said that, Paul then defines the means by 
which that plan was made known to man. 

Which things also we speak, not in words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual words (1 Cor. 2: 13). 

"Which things also we speak," refers to the 
"things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him" (v. 9), which was the gospel scheme of redemp
tion. Both the plan and the words by which it was 
made known to man were breathed out from God. 
That is verbal inspiration. It is God breathed. 

God's word, expressed in the Bible is as inspired 
as it was when it reposed in the minds of inspired 
men in the first century. That great truth is one of the 
foundation stones upon which our faith rests. If the 
very words of the Bible weren't breathed out from 
God, then is our faith vain and our hope lost. 
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The Perversion of Dodrine 
By Walter Swain 

When the apostle Paul wrote to the churches 
of Galatia, around A.D. 50, he was dis
tressed because some were perverting the 

gospel (Gal. 1:6-10). Paul had established several con
gregations in Galatia on his first missionary journey 
(Acts 13:4-14:27). Since his departure false teachers 
had entered the churches with false doctrine. 

There are three great truths found in this passage 
concerning doctrine that churches of Christ today 
need to take note of. 

First of all, Paul declares there is an established 
gospel. The Greek word euangelion is translated in 
most texts as "the gospel." The word literally means 
"good news" or "glad tidings." Alexander Cruden 
says, "It is the Christian message." The fundamental 
basis of the gospel is the death, burial, and resurrec
tion of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:1-8). But the gospel includes 
all of the teaching of the New Testament (Matt. 
28:20; Rom. 2:16; Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 1:16). 

The gospel was established by God himself, 
through Jesus Christ (John 14:6, 10; 17:8, 17; 
17: 17). Jesus has been given all authority by the Fa
ther (Matt. 28:18). When he died and ascended to 
heaven, Jesus gave the apostles authority on earth to 
establish doctrine already set in heaven (Matt. 
16:19; 18:18). The Holy Spirit guided the apostles 
into "all the truth," as they spoke and as they wrote 
it down (Eph. 3:1, 5). When the New Testament was 
completed it contained all of God's will for man to
day, and all we need to know to serve God and be 
saved eternally (2 Tim. 3: 16 -17). It was an estab
lished gospel. 

Warnings are given in the Word not to go beyond 
it nor to change it (Jude 3, Rev. 22:18-19). But warn
ings were also given that some would pervert the 
doctrine (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 4:1-4; 2 Thess. 2:3-12). 
John says this was already happening when he wrote 
his epistles (1 John 2:18-23). 

Thus we s~e our second great truth from our 
text, the gospel can be perverted. Peter speaks of 
those who "wrest" the gospel (2 Pet. 3: 16-17). Wrest 
means to "turn about" or "change." 

There are several ways by which one can pervert 
the doctrine of Christ. 

1) By adding to it. (Rev. 22: 18) 
2) By taking from it. (Rev. 22: 19) 
3) By failing to rightly divide it (2 Tim. 2:15), by 

failing to observe proper rules of Bible study and in
terpretation. 

4) By failing to recognize its silence (Lev. 10:1-2) 
5) By failing to recognize how the Bible teaches 

us (2 Pet. 3:16); (by direct commands, approved ex
amples, and necessary inferences). 

6) By failing to consider the meaning of words. 
7) By not considering the context of any state

ment, and using a passage to "prove our point" 
8) By failing to harmonize what we have found 

with all other teachings of the Bible. 
Care must be taken to insure that we do not per

vert the doctrine of Christ in any of these ways. 
Thirdly, we learn from Galatians 1:6-10 that per

verting the gospel brings dire consequences. The 
NIV translates Paul's condemnation of those who 
pervert the gospel as, "eternally condemned" (vv. 8-
9). This would indicate the seriousness of changing 
God's teaching. 

We are warned that to leave the doctrine is to 
leave God (2John 9-11). We are told to "turn away" 
from those who teach "contrary to the doctrine" 
(Rom. 16:17-18). And Paul tells us in 2 Thessalo
nians 3:14-15, that if one does not obey the words of 
the epistle to "have no company with him." 

But there is even a stronger condemnation for 
such ones. Paul's words in Galatians chapter one 
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pronounce eternal condemnation upon them (v. 8-
9). Peter says they-twist the scriptures "to their own 
destruction" (2 Pet. 3:16). And Jesus himself warns 
in Revelation 22:18-19 that those who add to or 
take from the Word do so at the risk of losing their 
place in heaven. 

The church of Jesus Christ was established by the 
preaching of doctrine (Acts 2), when 3,000 Jews re
sponded to Peter's sermon on Pentecost of A.D. 33. 
These "continued in the apostle's doctrine" (Acts 
2:42). The church grew as the disciples "went every
where preaching the Word" (Acts 8:4). But early 
warnings came true as men arose teaching error and 

perverting God's word. The result was a great apos
tasy from the-truth. 

The same is true today. Whenever men depart 
from the established doctrine of Christ, the truth, the 
church ceases to be the true church. Whether 
denominationalists, liberals, change artists, univer
sity professors, or whatever; those who teach false 
doctrine divide the church, and bring condemnation 
upon themselves. Let us all be sure that we are not 
perverting the doctrine of Christ. 
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Heart Problems 
By Coleman K. Allmond 

E very problem in our society today is a heart 
problem. Morality has to do with the mind 
and emotions of the human creature. 

The scriptures place emphasis on the heart: 
As one thinketh in his heart so is he (Prov. 

23:7). 

Keep thy heart With all diligence; for out of it 
are the issues of life (Prov. 4:23). 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh (Matt. 12:34). 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked Uer. 17:9). 

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness and blasphemies; these are the things 
which defile a man (Matt. 15:19-20). 

Morality is the code of conduct by which we de
termine principles of right and wrong. The moral 
system of Christ address the intellect of humans. 

Without divine direction man is unable to provide 
a code of conduct that meets all needs, of all people, 
for all time Oer. 10:23). Nothing in the history of 
mankind has come remotely near the revealed moral 
code of Jesus. John Locke correctly said: "To give a 
man full knowledge of true morality, I would send him 
to no other book than the New Testament." 

We are to imitate Christ (1 Cor. 11:1). His life is 
an example of godliness, holiness and purity (Titus 
2:12; 1 Pet. 1:15-16; 1 John 3:3; Matt. 5:8). As the 
offspring of God (Heb. 12:9), we have a common 
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origin, face similar problems and the same destiny 
in that we will all be judged by the same standard. 
Jesus' code of right conduct is universal and age last
ing. 

Jesus' system of morality is based on two great 
fundamentals - love God with all your. heart, soul, 
strength, and mind, and love thy neighbor as thyself 
(Luke 10:27). 

The morality of Jesus views people as essentially 
good, but still requires self-control and sacrifice (Col. 
3:5-10; Gal. 2:20). We are weak and temptation is 
sometime strong, and we therefore must dominate the 
flesh for the good that is in us to prevail. 

The moral code of Jesus Christ has stood the test 
of time. Men of every nation and rank have praised 
its grandeur. No other code has equaled its power to 
reform and elevate mankind and nations. It is as rel
evant today as when first given because it came from 
heaven. Its heavenly origin presupposes an author of 
unlimited knowledge, totally just, right and good, 
therefore with the Psalmist David and the spiritual 
song we can sing: 

How precious is the Book divine, By inspiration 
given! Bright as a lamp its precepts shine, to 
guide my soul to heaven. Holy Book divine! Pre
cious treasure mine! Lamp to my feet and a light 
to my way, To guide me safely ho~e. 
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The Answer Book 
By Leon Wiley 

Why should men disagree or argue on mat
ters which are religious or on the matter 
of salvation especially when God has 

given to us the most complete '~swer Book" ever 
written? Whom are we going to believe, some man 
or the BOOK, the Holy Scriptures, the Bible? 

We are told in the Book that "All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect or 
complete, thoroughly furnished unto ALL good 
works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Paul, the apostle, states that a time would come 
when men "will not endure sound doctrine: but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teach
ers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 
Tim. 4:3-4). 

We must "Beware lest any man spoil or cheat you 
through philosophy and vain or empty deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments or basic prin
ciples of the world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8). 

When working a math problem we understand 
that there can be only one correct answer. This con
clusion we all agree upon. We may not have reached 
the correct answer ourselves, we may not like it, but 
we will all agree with the correct answer. The same is 
true of God's word. Some may not want it or some 
may not like it, but if you want the correct answer it 
will be found in The Answer Book! 

"The unity of the Spirit" which is revealed in 
Ephesians 4:4-6 states: "There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all". 

Men have invented many denominational bodies 
when God's word says there is only one church and 
one plan for salvation. We must therefore put aside 
anything that would keep us from obtaining that sal
vation (2 Tim. 2:10) and follow The Answer Book. 

God declared through Isaiah the prophet: "For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" 
(lsa. 55:8-9). 

Jeremiah wrote: "0 Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps" Ger. 10:23). 

God's inspired word was written by men who 
"were filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak 
with other tongues (languages), as the Spirit gave 
them utterance" (Acts 2:1-8, esp. v. 4). 

Jesus promised the apostles: "Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth, for he shall not speak of himself; but whatso
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will 
show you things to come" Gohn 16:13). 

The apostle Peter assures us "that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved or 
prompted by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:20-21). 
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Men cannot improve on what God has revealed. 
Human creeds, manuals, confessions of faith, cat
echisms, articles of faith or constitutions or any other 
document only promote and create new religious phi
losophies. 

We must confornt to the word of God and the 
lifestyle taught therein regardless of culture. Jesus 
condemned the Pharisees and scribes of his day be
cause they followed the commandments of men and 
rejected the word of God for their tradition, there
fore, making God's word of none effect (Mark 
7:1-13). 

In pleasing God, the scriptures are clear that those 
who do not obey the gospel, which is God's power to 
save, will be lost. They will be punished with everlast
ing destruction from his presence (Rom. 1: 16-17; 2 
Thess. 1:6-10). 

We must obey the gospel to be free from sin 
(Rom. 6:1-16). A thought-provoking question is: "If 
the Lord were to come right now, do you know for 
sure, nothing doubting, that you would go to heaven 
to be with the Lord forever? Do you consider your
self to be a faithful Christian? 

How do you answer? Yes? I think so? I once did? 
No? 

The greatest day in the history of the world was 
the day on which God set up his everlasting kingdom 
on earth - the church. On that great day, the 
apostles preached the gospel of the resurrected 
Christ (Acts 2). 

And he said unto them, These are my words 
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must needs be fulfilled, 
which are written in the law of Moses, and the 
prophets, and the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their mind, that they might under
stand the scri ptures; and he said unto them, 
Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, 
and rise again from the dead the third day; and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name unto all the nations, begin
ning from jerusalem (Luke 24:44-47). 

To believers on Pentecost Day who had the good 
sense to ask, "What must we do [to be saved]? Peter 
answered, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of 
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

The One Book has the answer to life's most trou
bling question. It tells us how to be saved from past 
sins and how to stay saved. 61-South Church of Christ 
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Will You Confess Sin? 
By E. Claude Gardner, Ph.D. 

An invitation is extended to everyone including 
churches of Christ. It can be accepted by indi
viduals and congregation. Here is the over

ture: "We invite all those of this heritage to join us in 
this confession of faith, and to make them their 
own." 

Who extended the invitation? It was submitted 
by 17 persons, including at least four names recog
nized as members of churches of Christ. The invita
tion is a result of a meeting on June 1-2, 2000, in 
Nashville, Tenn., held at the Madison Church of 
Christ building. 

This is the second time the team of 17 has met. It 
is made up of persons of churches of Christ, Chris
tian Church (Disciples of Christ), and Christian 
Churches. 

The next meeting of these from the Stone
Campbell Movement will meet in Cincinnati on No
vember 27-28, 2000. 

In the June meeting statements were accepted 
written by three representatives - Gary Pearson, 
minister of the Westminster Church of Christ, Balti
more, Md., James North, vice president for aca
demic affairs at Cincinnati Bible College and Semi-
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nary, and Peter Morgan, president of the Disciples of 
Christ, Historical Society, Nashville. 

Submitted for endorsement are two brief and 
straightforward documents entitled "Confession of 
Sin" and ''An Affirmation of Faith." The effort seems 
to be to get congregational support for this "unity" 
attempt and to move it beyond the opinions of a few 
self-appointed church leaders. 

What confession of sin is asked? 
Instead, we have been guilty of dividing the 
body of Christ in thought, word, and deed. 
Many of us have fortified the spirit of division. 
... We ... confess to God and to each other that 
we are guilty of the sin of divis io n and of har
boring and maintaining a spirit of division .... 
We ask God for forgiveness. We ask God to heal 
us so that our Movement within Christ's church 
can more perfectly embody the unity to which 
we are called. 

Questions Before Confessing 
1. Does the document imply that "our Move

ment" is a part of the system of denominations? 
2. Do the framers believe the church is a de

nomination among many denominations and there
fore, does this permit open fellowship? 

3. What evidence from journals, books or any 
source do the framers have that the Christian 
Churches believe and teach all points in the affirma
tion? 

4. Why does the affirmation not include issues 
that have long been controverted which includes 
worship with instrumental music, the one man pas
tor system, leadership by women in the worship of 
the church, an organized missionary society, a na
tional convention for the congregations and such 
like? Was this an accidental omission? Was there an 
intent to "gloss over" these hard questions with the 
hope that the unsuspecting would not know or care? 

5. Will unity and fellowship automatically come 
when we follow the divine plan? "But if we walk in 
the light as He is in the fight, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses from all sin" (1 John 1:7 NKJV). How can 
signing a deficient affirmation of faith result in fel
lowship in the Stone-Campbell Churches? 
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6. Should a person or a congregation sign a con
fession if there is no guilt of sin? Churches of Christ 
are not guilty of causing the division. Additions and 
substitutions to the living oracles caused the schism. 

There will be unity when there is a return to the 
Bible and following the teaching of Christ. 

E. Claude Gardner, President Emeritus 
Freed-Hardeman University 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

(We thought our readers might be interested in 
seeing the statement to which brother Gardner refers, 
and therefore print it in its entirety: 

Confession of Sin 
Division in the body of Christ is sin - Contrary to 
Christ's will Uohn 17). 

As Christians, we who are members of Churches 
of Christ, Christian Churches and Churches of 
Christ, and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) are part of a movement that was in its begin
ning given a special trust to, promote the visible 
unity of Christ's church. This movement, begun in 
the early nineteenth century by leaders like Barton 
W. Stone and Alexander Campbell, has a great heri
tage of focusing on Christian unity. 

Instead, we have been guilty of dividing the body 
of Christ in thought, word, and deed. Many of us have 
fortified the spirit of division and have failed to do 
what we should have done to prevent or overcome 
division. 

This betrayal of our trust has impoverished the 
whole church of Christ and weakened its mission. 

We have deeply wounded one another through mis
representation, suspicion, mistrust, and defamation. 

We, therefore, participants in the Stone-Camp
bell Dialogue, confess to God and to each other that 
we are guilty of the sin of division and of harboring 
and maintaining a spirit of division. 

We now bring to God our brokenness and repent 
of the sin of division. We ask God for forgiveness. 
We ask God to heal us so that our Movement within 
Christ's church can more perfectly embody the unity 
to which we are called. 

Assured of God's mercy and forgiveness, we 
pledge to move forward in the service of unity within 
this family of faith to benefit the whole church and the 
world. 

Aa AHirmation of Faith 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, We confess that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the living God, and proclaim 
him risen Lord and Savior of the world. 
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In Christ's name and by his grace we accept the 
mission to proclaim the gospel to all the world and 
live in loving service to all people. 

We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and earth, 
and in the covenant of love that binds us to God and 
one another. 

Through baptism into Christ we enter into new
ness of life and are made one with the whole people 
of God. 

By the gift of the Holy Spirit we are joined to
gether in discipleship and in obedience to Christ. 

At the table of the Lord, each week we celebrate 
with thanksgiving the saving acts and presence of 
Christ and proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Within the Body of Christ we receive the gifts of 
ministry and accept the authoritative witness of 
scripture. 

In bonds of Christian faith we yield ourselves to 
God and one another that we may serve the One 
whose kingdom has no end. 

Blessing, glory and honor be to God forever. 
Amen. 

We invite all those of this heritage to join us in 
this confession and affirmation of faith, and to make 
them their own. 

Signed: 
Mike Armour, Paul· Blowers, Raymond Brown, 

Douglas Foster, Richard Hamm, Susan Higgins, 
Byron Lambert, John Mills, Peter Morgan, Phillip 
Morrison, James B. North, Gary Pearson, Jimmy 
Sites, Sharon Watkins, Henry Webb, Robert Welsh, 
Newell Williams. 

(Well, there you have it. We know of no one who 
is in favor of religious division, but spiritual unity 
must be based on revealed and eternal truth - not 
the contrivance of fallible humans. It is when we 
walk in the light of God's word that we have fellow
ship one with another [See 1 John 1: 7]. Unity based 
on truth is precious. Unity based on compromise is 
worthless. Those who have caused division by inno
vating unauthorized [sinful] practices into the.assem
bly-worship of the church - dividing churches, alien
ating families, and breaking hearts - have much to 
repent of. Those who have stayed the course of fidel
ity to God and his revealed word would be wrong to 
repent for being right. All hale the saving truth of the 
gospel. All hale unity based on the doctrine of Christ. 
But "beware of false teachers who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves.") 
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(Brother james M. Benson, 8 8, respected and beloved preacher of the gospel, sent the following article to us 
asking if we would be willing to reprint it in the pages of the Firm Foundation. We are happy to accommodate 
his request. We have printed statements from brother Hugo McCord, another highly respected preacher, saying 
that monogenes should be translated nthe unique" or ~~one of a kind" begotten Son of God. The following is 
submitted for your consideration and study.) 

Only BegoHen 
By Guy N. Woods (deceased) 

W e agree with Lenski that the word 
monogenes, like the term logos has special 
meaning in John's writings, and we must 

not limit the word monogenes to mean no more than 
only child as when it is used of human parents 
who either have had only one child or have only 
one left after others have died. It is significant 
that most modern, liberal expositors who insist that 
monogenes should be rendered in John 1:14,18 and 
3:16 "only son" repeatedly refer to the "only begot
ten son" in their allusion to the Christ. Don't they 
trust their own exegesis? 

If Jesus is in truth God's "only begotten" Son and 
we are taught that is so, it is because of John's refer
ence to Jesus as the monogenes. If the word does not 
mean this then this doctrine is not taught in God's 
Word! Why, then, do writers who insist that 
monogenes does not mean "only begotten" continue 
to refer to Jesus as such? They are both wrong and 
inconsistent. It is by all agreed that mono from 
monogenes signifies "only." The rendering "only 
son," leaves genes untranslated. Whatever its deriva
tion, it means something. 

Forty-seven scholars who translated the King 
James' version thought monogenes meant "only be
gotten." One hundred one of the world's ripest 
scholars who translated the American Standard Ver
sion thought it meant "only begotten." Liddell and 
Scott, in their great classical Lexicon of Greek, give 
as the first meaning of monogenes "only begotten" 
(Eighth Edition, p. 976). Bauer, Bullinger and 
Bagster thought it meant "only begotten." Bengel, 
Meyer and Hendrickson believed if meant "only be
gotten." Jamieson, Fausset and Brown so considered 
it. So also did Campbell, Lard, Milligan, McGarvey, 
Lipscomb, Hardeman, Wallace, Boles, and a hundred 
others of eminence among us. 

The earliest "church fathers" - men who lived 

at the very close of the apostolic age - often allude 
to the "only begotten Son." These men spoke and 
wrote in Greek. May we not assume that they under
stood the significance of their own language? The 
post Nicene writers, the writers of the Reformation 
and Restoration and vast numbers of eminent schol
ars of varied religious backgrounds through the cen
turies have supported the view. We believe they were 
right and we thus question the accuracy and reliabil
ity of any rendering of monogenes which omits this 
reference. 

We support the view of Vos when, in his excel
lent work, "The Self Disclosure of Jesus" he asserts 
that in giving monogenes its traditional meaning we 
are on a solid grammatical exegetical foundation. 
H.A. W. Meyer, in some respects the greatest of all 
grammatical exegetes of the Greek text of the New 
Testament, is eminently correct in saying that the 
conception, having been begotten is in the word 
monogenes itself. Quoted from The Informer 

Ben V~ek, editor 
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Love Your Neighbor 
By Burl Curtis 

T he Old Testament was written for our learn
ing (Rom. 15:4 ), and in it God paints a broad 
picture of what it means to love your neigh

bor as yourself. He knew we would have difficulty 
obeying this second commandment (Matt. 22:39). 
So "royal" is this "law" Uames 2:8), we sometimes 
forget it was a part of the old covenant (Lev. 18:18). 
The Law of Moses was holy, just, and good (Rom. 
7:12) but it could not give life (Gal. 3:21) and was 
fulfilled in Christ (Matt. 5: 17). We are not under the 
old covenant (Gal. 3 :24-25), yet many of its laws and 
principles were made part of the new. Both Jesus and 
Paul declare the law is fulfilled in the second com
mandment (Matt.· 7:12; Gal. 5:14). 

This broad Old Testament picture may be catego
rized under these headings: (1) adultery with your 
neighbor's wife; (2) neighbor and property; (3) 
neighbor's house; (4) your tongue and your neighbor; 
(5) various laws regarding neighbors. Many of them 
are negative agreeing completely with Paul's state
ment in Romans 13: 10, "Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling. of the law." 

1. Adultery with neighbor's wife. If a man com
mitted adultery with his neighbor's wife .both the 
man and woman "shall surely be put to death" (Lev. 
20:10). "Fire in your bosom burns your clothes, 
walking on hot coals burns your feet, so is he that 
goes in to his neighbor's wife" (Prov. 6:27-32). God 
said his people had forsaken him and "when I had 
fed them to the full, they then committed adultery .... 
They were as fed horses in the morning: every one 
neighed after his neighbor's wife" Uer. 5 :7-8). 

2. Neighbor and property. If you borrowed an 
animal from your neighbor and it got hurt or died, you 
had to make it good and if you lied about it, you had 
to restore the same value and add 20 percent (Ex. 
22:14-15; Lev. 6:2-5). If you moved your neighbor's 
boundary marker, you were to be cursed (Deut. 
19:14; 27:17). If you took your neighbor's clothes as 
collateral, you had to give them back by the time the 
sun went down (Ex. 22:26). Neighbors were not to 
have trouble over eating each other's grapes or wheat, 
but they could not gather grapes into a vessel or put a 
sickle to the wheat (Deut. 23:24-25). 
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3. Neighbor's house. Better is a neighbor who is 
near than a brother far off (Prov. 2 7: 1 0) as the griev
ing widow learned when Elisha told her how she 
could miraculously save her two sons from becoming 
slaves (2 Kings 4:1-7). But we must not needlessly 
bother our neighbor just because his house is near. 
"Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbor's house; lest 
he be weary of thee, and so hate thee" (Prov. 25: 17). 

4. Your tongue and your neighbor. One area it is 
easy to fail to love our neighbor is in our "talk." We 
are not to bear false witness against our neighbor 
(Prov. 25: 18) but rather plead for him Uob 16:22). We 
are not to speak vain and flattering words with our 
neighbor (Psa. 12:2-4) nor be a hypocrite and destroy 
him with our mouth (Prov. 11:9). We must not make 
fun of (mock) our neighbor especially if he is a just and 
upright man Uob 12:4). Don't entrap nor deceive 
your neighbor with your words and then say you were 
just joking (Prov. 29:5; 26:18-19). Don't backbite 
your neighbor nor do him evil nor take up a reproach 
against him (Psa. 15:3 ). Those who secretly slander 
their neighbors will be cut off (Psa. 101 :5). 

5. Various laws regarding neighbors. If you have it, 
give your neighbor what he needs and don't make him 
wait (Prov. 3:27-29). Don't strive with your neighbor 
without really considering it lest he put you to shame. 
If necessary, debate with him but don't tell private 
things (Prov. 25 :8-9). A poor man has trouble keeping 
neighbors and neighbors find no favor in the eyes of 
the wicked (Prov. 19:4; 21:10). Under Moses' Law if 
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the sin was bad enough (the golden calf), the faithful 
one had to slay his brother, companion and neighbor 
(Ex. 32:27). Today in the church we can only disfel
lowship, which is worse than physical death, and call 
upon civil authorities if necessary. 

The divine genius of Jesus shows that the impor
tant thing is to be a neighbor (Luke 10:25-37). His 
story shatters the idea that we are obligated to love 
only those in our neighborhood. Although the Jews 
had no dealings with the Samaritans Qohn 6:9), this 
Samaritan overcame racial hatred and was a neigh
bor to the man in need. We cannot control what oth
ers do, but we can be a neighbor to all men because 
they are made in the image of God and we are com
manded to honor all men (1 Pet. 2:17). 

Come study with us ... 

Of all the ways we can love our neighbor as our
selves, teaching him the way of salvation and encour
aging him to accept it and remain faithful is the 
greatest. We are to judge our neighbor in righteous
ness (Lev. 19:15; John 7:24) and rebuke him, but 
don 't share in his sin (Lev. 19: 17). Everyone must 
"know the Lord" before he can be a part of the new 
covenant Qer. 31:31-34 ), so Jesus said, "Go teach all 
nations" (Matt. 28: 19). Anyone who knows the way 
of righteousness should understand how very, very 
much he would want someone to patiently teach him 
the truth if he did not know it. "What is a man prof
ited if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul" (Matt. 16:26). 118 RedOakLrt. 
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Another Look at 11Perfed'' 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

Paul said, "But when that which is perfect is 
come, that which is in part shall be done 
away" (1 Cor. 13:10). What is "the perfect" 

in the passage? The four main views that have been 
suggested are: (1) agape love, (2) maturity, (3) some 
eschatological position of perfection in heaven that 
comes about with the return of Christ, and (4) the 
body of truth fully revealed. Many of our brother
hood scholars take the third view. To arrive at the 
correct view we must consider the context of 1 
Corinthians 13. 

1 Corinthians 13:8 Paul says that "prophecies 
shall be done away" and "tongues shall cease" and 
"knowledge shall be done away." These three mi
raculous gifts are representative of the gifts listed in 
1 Corinthians 12:8-11 - and stand for all of them. 
The point that must be nailed down - that we must 
not miss - is that these miraculous gifts were going 
to cease. The big question is when? 

In 1 Corinthians 13:9 Paul says, "For we know in 
part, and we prophesy in part." Paul is saying our 
knowledge is incomplete or partial. In other words 
we do not know all God wants us to know. He also 
says our prophesy is incomplete or partial. Prophesy 
is the revealing of God's will. 

Did Peter understand and know everything about 
the new covenant on the Day of Pentecost? No! The 
new covenant was given in a progressive manner just 
like the old covenant (Isa. 28:10; John 16:13). When 
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, all knowledge and proph
esy had not been given. 

Our passage under discussion tells us when mi
raculous gifts were going to cease - i.e. when "the 
perfect" comes. The Greek word for "perfect" is 
teleios. Thayer defines it as "brought to its end, fin
ished, wanting nothing necessary to completeness." 
Arndt-Gingrich defines it as "having attained the end 
or purpose, complete, perfect." Young defines it as 
"ended, complete." Notice the obvious contrast be
tween the "in part" and "the perfect." Paul is saying 
now we have partial knowledge, now we have a par
tial revelation of God's will - i.e. our knowledge 
and revelation is incomplete. But when the complete 
comes, the partial (i.e. the miraculous gifts) will be 
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done away with and cease. 
In 1 Corinthians 13:13 Paul says, "But now 

aideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest 
of these is love." The word "abideth" is a present 
tense verb indicating continuous action. Tongues, 
prophecies, and knowledge will cease and be done 
away, but faith, hope, and love will continue. 

There must be a period of time between the ces
sation of the miraculous gifts and the continuance of 
faith, hope, and love. Why? Two reasons. One is that 
faith will end in heaven. In this life "we walk by faith 
not by sight" (2 Cor. 5 :7). But in heaven we will 
walk by sight because we will be there and experi
ence heaven. Faith is· a characteristic of this age. It is 
"unto the saving of the soul" (Heb. 10:39). A second 
reason is that there will be no hope in heaven. Paul 
says, "Hope that is seen is not hope" (Rom. 8:24 ). 
But in heaven hope will end because we will see 
heaven. We will not hope for heaven when we get 
there. To say that the "perfect" of 1 Corinthians 
13:10 means the return of Christ or some perfection 
in heaven does not coincide with the immediate con
text or the New Testament. That view leaves no time 
for faith and hope to continue. But Paul says they 
will continue. If "the perfect" referred to heaven 
and/or the return of Christ, how could faith and 
hope continue? Miraculous gifts were going to con
tinue until "the perfect" comes and then faith, hope, 
and love would continue. Therefore, I have to reject 
the eschatological or return of Christ position. I fa
vor the view that "the perfect" refers to the body of 
truth fully revealed. 

Love will continue in heaven. It will never cease. 
Love is the "most excellent way." We should pursue 
love. "God is love" (1 John 4:8). We are told to be 
"imitators of God" (Eph. 5: 1). Tongue speaking and 
miraculous gifts were temporary and inferior to love 
-which is permanent and superior. If we fail to love 
God and our neighbor, we have missed the essence 
of Christianity (Matt. 22:34-40). 4642 Royal Crest 

Abilene, TX 79606 
Fp 

Firm Foundation Books Online 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 



The Folly of Trying to Cover Sins 
By L. E. Wishum 

H e that covereth his sins shall not prosper: 
. but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them 

shall obtain mercy" (Prov. 28:13). Most 
people seem to be more interested in what other 
people think than they are in what God thinks about 
their sins, so, they attempt to hide their sins from men. 

It is foolish to try to hide sins from God, because 
"the eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good" (Prov. 15:3). It is foolish to try 
to hide sins because all will be revealed. "[H]e that 
perverteth his ways shall be known" (Prov. 10:9). 
Many sins surface in disease, courts, and conscience, 
but all will surface in the final judgment of God. "For 
God will bring every work into judgment, with every 
hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 
bad" (Eccl. 12:14). 

Adam and Eve attempted to cover their sin Gob 
31:33) by hiding among the trees (Gen. 3:8). When 
this did not work, they tried to cover the sin with ex
cuses (Gen. 3:12-13 ). There is no hiding place from 
the Lord (Psa. 139:1-12). And God is not a man that 
he will accept lame excuses (Psa. 50:12). Adam and 
Eve were punished for their sins. 

Ananias and Sapphira "agreed together" in an at
tempt to get praise as Barnabas and other sacrificial 
givers (who sold houses and lands and gave the price 
to the cause of the Lord) and at the same time to sat
isfy their covetous hearts by keeping part of the price 
of the land and telling a lie that they were giving all 
(Acts 5). They made the mistake of thinking that be
cause their sin was hidden from men that it was hid
den from God (Acts 5:4). Rather than prospering, 
they lost the praise they sought and the money they 
coveted, but most of all they lost their eternal inher
itance, for they died as covetous liars (Acts 5:3; Rev. 
21:8). 

David may have thought his sins were hidden 
from society until the child told on him (2 Sam. 11). 
Then, David attempted to cover his sin through the 
husband. But, Uriah, out of devotion to God and fel
lowmen, would not have relations with his wife. 
David's next attempt to cover his sin was to have this 
righteous man killed and then to take Uriah's wife. 
But David could not hide from God, and he was 

brought face to face with his conscience and his sin 
(2 Sam. 12). He, in great remorse, did confess his 
sins and beg God's forgiveness (Psa. 51). But because 
of the effect of his sins on society, God punished 
David greatly in his lifetime (2 Sam. 12:9-14). The 
account of David brings to our minds many who are 
attempting to hide their sins from society, but they 
are not hiding sins from God (Num. 32:23). 

God is the only one who can cover our sins where 
they will not trouble us eternally (He b. 10: 17). Men 
cannot deceive God and obtain his blessings (Gal. 
6:7). It is a horrible thought (and shows how terrible 
sins are) to realize that our sins caused the sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18). But be
cause of his sacrifice, a way is provided to cover sins 
(Heb. 9:14; 10:17). This great blessing demands obe
dience to the conditions of Christ's blood-sealed Tes
tament (Heb. 5 :9; 13:20-21). 

God requires of souls who have separated from 
him through sins (lsa. 59:1,2) to believe in Christ 
and his promises, to repent of sins and be baptized in 
water for remission of sins (Act 2:36-47), and God 
puts away sins upon meeting these conditions with 
the blood of Christ (Heb. 9:24-26). God requires his 
children to confess and repent of sins and to pray to 
him for forgiveness (1 John 1:5-10). 

"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile" (Psa. 32: 1-2). 
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Fools! 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Afool is a person lacking in judgment or 
prudence, one lacking in common 
powers of understanding (Webster's Col

legiate Dictionary Tenth Edition, p. 453). 
A man who rejects wisdom retains the mentality 

of a child. The foolish state of mind originates in re
versed orientation of the will - the fool loves what 
he should hate and rejects what he should receive. 

Being a fool leads to hell. 
My goal is to avoid talking, acting, and writing 

foolishly. I seek to avoid membership on the commit
tee of fools. 

My companion goal is avoiding the spectacle of 
engaging in senseless controversies with fools. Paul 
said, "But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender strifes" (2 Tim. 2:23). 
He told Titus to "avoid foolish questions, and gene
alogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; 
for they are unprofitable and vain" (Titus 3:9b). 

Engaging a fool is like slapping a tar baby; you 
can never get loose. The exchange is not profitable 
for you, the fool, or the church. 

To avoid engaging a fool, or becoming one, you 
must recognize which mutations produte fools. The 
first chapter of Proverbs is especially helpful. Fools 
blindly reject knowledge; advice, and counsel. It does 
no good to talk sense to them because they do not 
think sense. They refuse to listen to others and fail to 
heed legitimate warnings. They choose not to fear 
God. Fools turn away from wisdom and wallow in 
the complacency of ignorance. 

Fools refuse to learn. Solomon wrote: 
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplic

ity? And the scorners delight in their scorning, 
and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my re
proof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, 
I will make known my words unto you. 

Because I have called, and ye have refused; I 
have stretched out my hand, and no man re
garded; But ye have set at nought all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh 
at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh; When your fear cometh as desolation, 
and your destruction cometh as a whirl-wind; 
when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not an
swer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not 
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find me; For that they hated knowledge, and 
did not choose the fear of the Lord: They 
would none of my counsel: they despised all my 
reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their own way, and be filled with their own de
vices (Prov. 1:22-31). 

This is serious! Consequences are attached to 
playing the fool. Solomon continued: 

He who rejects reproof goes astray (Prov. 
10: 17). ..• He that hateth reproof is brutish 
(12:2); A fool despises his father's instruction 
(15:5) .... Correction is grievous unto him that 
forsaketh the way; and he that hateth reproof 
shall die (15:10) .... He that refuseth correction 
despiseth his own soul (15 :32 ASV) .... A fool 
takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in 
expressing his opinion (18 :2 RSV). 

You cannot teach a fool anything because he 
thinks he knows everything. You cannot study with a 
fool because he refuses to hear. The problem is not 
that no one is capable of teaching him, but it is his 
refusal to listen. 

Fools hate discipline and education. They love 
what they should hate. Hear Solomon: 

It is as sport to a fool to do mischief (Prov. 
10:23) .... It is abomination to fools to depart 
from evil (13:19) ..•. Folly is joy to him that is 
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void of wisdom (15 :21 ASV). ... As a dog 
returneth to his vomit, so a fool returneth to his 
own folly (26: 11). 

Backward mental orientation makes fools inca-
pable of understanding. The wise one wrote; 

In the heart of fools it [wisdom] is not 
discernable (Prov. 14:33 LXX) .... Wherefore is 
there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, 
seeing he hath no heart to hear it? ... (17:16) •... 
Wisdom is too high for a fool (24:7). 

A fool may graduate from college, and even do 
the work required for a doctor's degree (I have en
countered fools with doctorates from Ivy League 
schools). 

A fool may memorize facts, blabber high-flown 
terms, ventilate syllogisms, but he has no under
standing. That is what makes him a fool. 

Lack of self-control always identifies fools. They 
are enslaved by primitive urges and impulses. 

A fool throws off restraint and is careless. A 
man of quick temper acts foolishly . . . (Prov. 
14:16-17 RSV) •.•. He that is hasty of spirit ex-
alteth folly (Prov. 14:29) .... Every fool will be 
quarrelling (20:3 ASV) .... If a wise man has an 
argument with a fool, the fool only rages and 
laughs, and there is no quiet (29:9 RSV) .... A 
fool gives full vent to his anger (29:11 RSV) ... . 
Be not quick to anger, for anger lodges in the 
bosom of fools (Eccl. 7:9 RSV). 

I occasionally encounter someone who likes to 
brag about his temper. When I offer correction, he 
says, "Well that's just the way I am!" Well, you just 
better get to being another way before you meet 
God! 

The immediate gratification of impulsivity de
ceives fools; "the folly of fools is deceiving" (Prov. 
14:8 RSV). 

Tragically, fools host gatherings where they rein
force one another's foolishness. Members of the 
committee of fools receive constant assurances from 
fellow committee members of possessing great logi
cal prowess and intellectual acumen. They assure 
one another of having flawless manners, boundless 
nobility and impeccable credentials. They are de
ceived. 

Fools are transparent like children. It is easy to 
expose their foolishness. In fact, it is impossible to 
keep them from exposing it; 

A fool shows instantly that he is angry (Prov. 
12:16 Moffat~) ..•. Fools proclaim their folly 
(12:23 RSV) ...• A fool flaunteth his folly (13:16 
ASV) .... Folly is the garland of fools (14:24 
RSV). .. . That which is in the inward part of 
fools is made known (14:33 RV). 

"A fool has only to walk along the road, and hav-

ing no sense, he makes plain to all what a fool he is" 
(Eccl. 10:3 MLB). Nothing conceals foolishness in 
the heart. You cannot cover it up, no chemical medi
cation cures it, and no surgical procedure can re
move it. 

A self-centered primitive mind renders the fool 
incapable of judging between right and wrong. 

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes (Prov. 
12: 15), and you can't tell him different .•.. The 
foolish scoff at guilt (14:9 RHM) •... The fool 
rageth and is confident (14:16) ...• When a 
man's folly brings his way to ruin, his heart rages 
against the Lord (19:3 RSV) .•.. He who trusts in 
his own mind is a fool (28 :26). 

Fools lack the will for concentrated labor. They 
prefer to chase wild "sure-fire" schemes: 

He who follows worthless pursuits has no sense 
(Prov. 12:11 RSV) .... A stupid· man's eyes are 
roving everywhere (17:24 NEB) .... The fool 
folds his hands together and consumes his own 
flesh (Eccl. 4:4 JB) •.•• The toil of a fool wearies 
him, so that he does not know the way to the 
city (10:15 RSV). 
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fools into the abyss. Leave them alone. 
Possessing adult bodies governed by children's 

minds makes fools destructive and dangerous. 
Let a man meet a she bear robbed of her cubs, 
rather than a fool in his folly (Prov. 17 :12 RSV). 
... A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty, but a 
fool's provocation is heavier than both (27 :3 
RSV). 

It is unwise to remain in the company of a fool. 
A fool's speech mirrors his nature. His words are 

brutish, unrestrained, useless, destructive, and mean, 
just like his heart. His speech is like wildfire raging 
across the land generating heat and feeding upon it: 

[T]he mouth of the foolish hastens ruin (Prov. 
10:14 MLB) .... He that uttereth a slander is a 
fool (10: 18 RV) . ... The speech of a fool is a rod 
for his back (14:3 NEB) . ... The mouth of fools 
poureth out folly (15 :2 ASV) . ... The mouths of 
fools feed on folly (15: 14 RSV) .... A fool's lips 
bring strife, and his mouth invites a flogging. A 
fool's mouth is his ruin, and his lips are a snare to 
himself (18:6-7 RSV) . ... He that answereth a 
matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame 
to him (18:13) .... He who goes about gossiping 
reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with 
one who speaks foolishly (20: 19 RSV) . ... The 
lips of a fool consume him. The beginning of the 
words of his mouth is foolishness, and the end of 
his talk is wicked madness. A fool multiplies 
words, though no man knows what is to be, and 
who can tell him what shall be after him? (Eccl. 
10:12-14 RSV). 

The mouth always reveals what is in the heart. 
When you hear the talk of a fool, you are looking at 
a fool. It is time to go elsewhere. 

We should review the vivid portrait Solomon 
paints of fools. A wise man recognizes them. A pru
dent man avoids them. 

• Fools resist developing their minds. 
• They are proud, self-centered men who are too 

lazy to develop properly. 
• They despise good advice and those who give it. 
• Fools abuse those who try to correct them. 
• They will not bear discipline and the discomfort 

it brings. 
• Knowledge is too tiresome for them to obtain. 
• They ignore opportunities to learn, preferring 

the ease of ignorance. 
• Their barbaric minds deceive them. 
• They believe they know best. "Best," for them, 

is immediate gratification. 
• They lack directing intellect. 
• Faced with difficulty, they are easily frustrated . 
• Under stress they are quickly agitated. 
• If threatened, they go berserk. 
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• When provoked, fools instantly give full vent to _ 
anger, and fools are easily provoked. 

• They are "thin-skinned," "touchy," and "hot 
tempered." 

• At they slightest provocation they are apt to 
erupt in violence. 

• Fools are totally self-centered. 
• Their disregard for the feelings of others natu

rally generates friction. 
• They are quarrelsome and often in conflict with 

others. 
• They are as obvious as an obnoxious drunk. 
• They boldly announce their stupidity, immatu

rity, and senselessness. 
• They are naves and dolts. 
• By word and deed they broadcast that they are 

buffoons. 
• They lack enough sense to care. 
• The language of fools is unrestrained, excessive, 

abusive, vulgar and stupid. It is provocative like the 
incessant barking of a mongrel dog. 

• They hate anyone who speaks intelligently. 
Lacking understanding of wise words, fools mock 
them and laugh at them. 

• Their unrestrained talk and intemperate deeds 
are destructive. 
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What are we supposed to do with fools? So
lomon provided instructions. At times those instruc
tions seem to contradict, but when viewed in con
text, there is harmony. "Answer not a fool according 
to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. Answer a 
fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 
conceits" (Prov. 26:4-5). Different circumstances call 
for different responses. 

First, do not go down to the fool's level. So
. lomon said give fools what they deserve when it is 
within your power; otherwise, avoid them. 

[A] companion of fools shall be destroyed (Prov. 
13:20); ... Leave the presence of a man who is a 
fool, for you will not discern words of knowl
edge there (14:7 MLB); ... Speak not in the ears 
of a fool; for he will despise the wisdom of thy 
words (23:9). 

When you observe boorish conduct and hear in
temperate words, it is time to go. You are in the pres
ence of a fool. This exposes you to grave danger. You 
cannot befriend a fool; he will turn and attack you. 
You cannot teach a fool; he will not listen. 

Second, never place a fool in a position of au
thority. Solomon said doing so brings suffering to ev
eryone involved. Christians must be cautious and 
discerning. Fools must not be placed in pulpits. They 
must not be ordained as elders, or deacons, or Bible 
class teachers. They are dangerous to the cause even 
when isolated and severely limited. When placed in 
positions of prominence, they are deadly. 

Third, do not excuse fools. The cause is too 
great, the stakes are too high, and the kingdom is too 
precious to be desecrated by fools. 

A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son 
is a sorrow to his mother (Prov. 10:1 RSV). Fools 
must be punished, but punishment will not cure 
them. The cure does not come from without. It is in
ward and personal. "Though you grind a fool in a 
mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his 
foolishness will not depart from him" (27:22 NKJV). 

The fool, of his own will, must initiate a change 
of heart. External consequences imposed on foolish 
conduct only offer encouraging incentives to change. 
If he reverses his mind, shunning folly and loving 
learning, he is no longer a fool. Men can change. 
Fools must change. Heaven is at stake. 

"If thou be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself: 
but if thou scornest, thou alone shall bear it" (Prov. 
9: 12). DEO VINDICE, 
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Praying to the Holy Spirit 
By Hugo McCord 

Though God is "one" (Deut. 6:4), and 
"besides" him "there is no God" (lsa. 44:6), 
yet he is three! While Jesus was standing wet 

from his baptism, a "voice out of heaven was saying, 
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased." The Son, who had become "flesh and 
lived" in Palestine, was himself "God" Uohn 1:1,14). 
Heaven "was opened" and Jesus "saw the Spirit of 
God coming down on him as a dove" (Matt. 3:16-
17). 

So a three-fold deity (theotes, Col. 2:9) is pre
sented: (1) the Father with a "voice out of heaven;" 
(2) the Son well pleasing to the Father; (3) the "eter
nal" (Heb. 9:14) Spirit seen as a dove. How one can 
be three and three can be one is beyond human com
prehension Uob 11:7-9; 26:14; Rom. 11:33), but 
biblically indisputable. 

Baptism is to be performed "into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 
28 : 19). The finest benediction possible, one includ
ing the names of the divine threesome, concluding 
any service, is: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with all of you (2 Cor. 13:13). 

Sad it is that three groups of religious people 
deny the existence of the Holy Spirit. The Jewish 
translation of the Old Testament removes "the Spirit 
of God" from Genesis 1:2 and inserts "a wind from 
God." The Unitarians, like the Jews, hold "that God 
is a single being" (Webster). Similarly, the Jehovah's 
Witnesses declare that the Holy Spirit is not a per
son, but merely "the active force of God. It is not a 
person" (REASONING FROM THE SCRIPTURES: 
Watchtower, 1989, p. 381). 

The Holy Spirit hears, speaks, and prays Uohn 
16:13; Rom. 8:26-27; Acts 13:2, 4; 16:6-7). He can 
be grieved (Eph. 4:30). He is an "eternal" (Heb. 9: 14) 
person, a member of the Godhead. God the Father is 
"the head of Christ" (1 Cor. 11:3 ), and Christ, with 
"all authority in heaven and on the earth" (Matt. 
28:18), was the one who sent the Holy Spirit upon the 
apostles Uohn 15:26; Acts 1:5, 8; 2:1-4). Thus "the 
apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42) is called "the ministra
tion of the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:8). The Spirit, in guiding 
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the apostles "into all the truth," spoke nothing "from 
himself," only what he received from Christ Uohn 
16:13-14). All that the Spirit does is to glorify Christ 
Uohn 16:14), He "teaches" (1 Cor. 2:13) us likewise 
to glorify Christ (Phil. 2:5-11), always keeping him
self in the background. 

Christians are instructed to pray to the Father 
(Eph. 5 :20). Biblically there is no record of Christians 
praying or singing to the Spirit. The Spirit knows 
"even the deep things of God" (1 Cor. 2:10-11). 

Song writers are to be commended for their be
lief in the triune Godhead, but singing songs to the 
Spirit is an addition to the New Testament. Verse 
three of the song, "Father, I Adore You" (Songs of 
Faith and Praise: Howard Publishing Co., West Mon
roe, La.) is: "Spirit, we adore You, Lay our lives be
fore You, How we love You," is beautiful but praying 
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and singing to the Holy Spirit is adding to the New 
Testament. Similarly, all three verses of "Holy Spirit, 
Light Divine," #428, are a prayer and a song to the 
Holy Spirit. 

What is worse than simply praying and sing
ing unauthorized tributes to the Holy Spirit are 
the songs that misrepresent the Spirit's work. 
A misuse of the words, "He breathed on them and 
said, 'Receive the Holy Spirit"' Oohn 20:22), are 
used to introduce a song, "Breathe on Me, Breath of 
God," #418, leaving the impression that Christians 
today, by praying to the Holy Spirit, will receive 
a direct outpouring of the Holy Spirit (called by 
the song writer the "Breath of God"). God has a 
law by which every sinner receives the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:38; 5:32; Gal. 3:26-7; 4:6), but verse two of 
"Love Divine," #140, ignores that law by saying, 
"Breathe, 0 breathe Thy loving Spirit into ev'ry 
troubled heart." 

A similar misrepresentation is in verse four of 
"Cleanse Me," #4 20, "0 Holy Ghost, revival comes 
from Thee; Send a revival, start the work in me." 

Christians at no time have known by their feel
ings "the presence of the Lord," but the song, 
"Sweet, Sweet Spirit," #421, introduced by the 
words, "The Holy Spirit came on them" (Acts 
11: 15), misrepresents the Spirit by asking people to 
sing: "There are sweet expressions on each face, And 
I know they feel the presence of the Lord." 

The song, "Spirit of the Living God," #422, calls 
for a direct operation of the Spirit on a praying and 
singing Christian today: "Spirit of the Living God, Fall 
fresh on me ... Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me." 

A direct operation of the Holy Spirit is prayed 
and sung for in the song, "Holy Spirit, Truth Di
vine," #423, in the words, "Glow within this heart 
of mine." 

The song, "Holy Spirit, Thou Art Welcome," 
#426, misnames the Holy Spirit as the "Omnipotent 
Father of mercy and grace," and leaves the impres
sion that the presence of the Holy Spirit "in this 
place" is known in some other way than by his words 
(1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Pet. 1:21). Without reading the Bible 
one would not know there is a Holy Spirit. 

The song, "Come, Holy Spirit, Dove Divine," 
#427, pictures a sinner praying after his baptism, "0 
let the Holy Spirjt give the sealing unction from 
above.~ 

I am afraid that most new converts would not 
know for what he was praying. 

A song writer, picturing heaven in his song "All 

Rise," #292, had quite a vivid imagination to sing, 
"The Spirit laid his hands on me." 

A song writer introduces the song, "Every Time I 
Feel the Spirit," #977, saying, "Ev'ry time I Feel the 
Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray." 

It would take more than what is called "poetical 
license" to justify singing and praying to the Holy 
Spirit as is done in the chorus of "Shine, jesus, Shine," 
#290: "Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire." 

Beautiful is the song "Take Time to Be Holy," 
#731, with the words "led by his Spirit .to fountains 
of love," but most people would need to be taught 
that there is no direct leading, but only by Spirit's 
words in the holy Bible: 

How sweet is your word to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth! From your precepts I 
get understanding, and so I hate every false way. 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, and a light for 
my path (Psa. 119:103-105). 

You lead me by your counsel, and afterwards you 
will receive me in glory (Psa. 73:24). 
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The Answer Book 
By Leon Wiley 

Why should men disagree or argue on mat
ters which are religious or on the matter 
of salvation especially when God has 

given to us the most complete '~swer Book" ever 
written? Whom are we going to believe, some man 
or the Book, the Holy Scriptures, the Bible? 

We are told in the Book that "All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect 
[complete], thoroughly furnished unto ALL good 
works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Paul, the apostle, states that a time would come 
when men "will not endure sound doctrine: but after 
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:3,4). 

We must "Beware lest any man spoil or cheat you 
through philosophy and vain or empty deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments or basic prin
ciples of the world, and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8). 

When working a math problem, we understand 
that there can be only one correct answer. This con
clusion we all agree upon. We may not have reached 
the correct answer ourselves, we may not like it, but 
we will all agree with the correct answer. The same is 
true of God's word. Some may not want it, or some 
may not like it, but if you want the correct answer, it 
will be found in The Answer Book! 

"The unity of the Spirit" which is revealed in 
Ephesians 4:4-6 states: "There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism. One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all." 

Men have invented many denominational bodies 
when God's word says there is only one church and 
one plan for salvation. We must therefore put aside 
anything that would keep us from obtaining that sal
vation (2 Tim. 2:10) and follow The Answer Book. 

God declared through Isaiah the prophet: "For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

26 ~~ Found~~~~ 

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" 
(lsa. 55 :8,9). 

Jeremiah wrote: "0 Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps" Uer. 10:23). 

God's inspired word was written by men who 
"were filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak 
with other tongues (languages), as the Spirit gave 
them utterance" (Acts 2:1-8, esp. v. 4). 

Jesus promised the apostles: "Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth, for he shall not speak of himself; but whatso
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will 
show you things to come" Uohn 16:13). 

The apostle Peter assures us "that no prophecy of 
the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved or 
prompted by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:20-21). 

Men cannot improve on what God has revealed. 
Human creeds, manuals, confessions of faith, cat
echisms, articles of faith or constitutions or any 
other document only promote and create new reli
gious philosophies. 

We must conform to the Word of God and the 
lifestyle taught therein regardless of culture. Jesus 
condemned the Pharisees and scribes of his day be
cause they followed the commandments of men and 
rejected the word of God for their tradition, there
fore, making God's word of none effect (Mark 
7:1-13). 

In pleasing God, the scriptures are clear that 
those who do not obey the gospel, which is God's 
power to save, will be lost. They will be punished 
with everlasting destruction from his presence (Rom. 
1:16-17; 2 Thess. 1:6-10). 

We must obey the gospel to be free from sin 
(Rom. 6:1-16). A thought-provoking question is: "If 
the Lord were to come right now, do you know for 
sure, nothing doubting, that you would go to heaven 
to be with the Lord forever? Do you consider your
self to be a faithful Christian? 

How do you answer? Yes? I think so? I once did? 
No? 



The greatest day in the history of the world was 
the day on which God set up his everlasting kingdom 
on earth - the church. On that great day, the 
apostles preached the gospel of the resurrected 
Christ (Acts 2). 

And he said unto them, These are my words 
which I spake unto you, w hile I was yet w ith 
you, that all things must needs be fulfilled, 
which are written in the law of Moses, and the 
prophets, and the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their mind, that they might under
stand the scriptures; and he said unto them, 
Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, 
and rise again from the dead the third day; and 
that repentance and remission of s ins should be 
preached in his name unto all the nations, begin
ning from Jerusalem (Luke 24:44-47). 

To believers on Pentecost Day who had the good 
sense to ask, "What must we do (to be saved)? Peter 
answered, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of 
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

The One Book has the answer to life's most trou
bling question. It tells us how to be saved from past 
sins, and how to stay saved. 

61-South Church of Christ 
Natchez, MS 
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STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 
which change agents are attempting to turn the church 
of our Lord into just another one of the many sects. 
This book is a 'must' fo r every leader in the church." 

"Not only lays bare the disease but points us to the 
only remedy for a broken brotherhood ... the great 
physician ... much more than an expose of fa lse 
teaching ... portions dealing with the existence of God 
and Biblical inspiration are well worth the price of the 
book." 
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He Cursed 
and Swore 

By T. Pierce Brown 

F or almost 70 years I have assumed that when 
Peter denied Christ and "began to curse and to 
swear" that he was probably using God's name 

in vain and using what we call "swear words." While 
reading in Acts 23, I suddenly realized that this prob
ably was not the case. The word that is used in Acts 
23:12 and 23 :21 when the Jews bound themselves 
with an oath not to eat or drink until they had killed 
Paul is the word that is used in Mark14: 71 when we 
are told that "he began to curse and to swear, saying 
I know not this man." 

We are not trying to excuse Peter or lessen his 
guilt, but the fact is that Peter could have simply said, 
"I hope to fall over dead if I know him. I swear I do 
not know him." The curse of the Jews in Acts 23 was 
"We will not eat or drink until we kill Paul." In other 
words, "I hope to die if I do not kill Paul." This was a 
curse they wished upon themselves, and Peter could 
have done likewise. When Jesus cursed the fig tree 
(Mark 11:21), he simply said, "Let no fruit grow on 
thee forever" (Matt. 21:19). 

About 50 years ago a Unitarian told me, "I like 
Jesus. He was a human just like we are. When he got 
mad and cussed out the fig tree, I appreciated him 
more." I tried to show him that Jesus did not "get mad 
and cuss out the fig tree," but it did not then occur to 
me that neither did Peter get mad and "cuss out" any
body when he began to curse (anathematizein) and to 
swear that he did not know Jesus. 1068 Mitchell Ave. 

Cookeville, 1N 38501 
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Potpourri ••• 
Geaome Code Cradfed1 

OStephen M. Barr, a theoretical particle physicist 
at the Bartol Research Institute of the University of 
Delaware, says the recent mapping of the genetic 

I code is only a tiny first step in making any impact on 
human persona. 

Doctor Barr warns "aside from what it will allow 
mankind to do to itself, genetic research may also al
ter the way humanity thinks about itself. Philoso
phers will certainly be tempted to ·demystify man, 
seeing people as mere sequences of digits that can be 
stored in a database rather than beings made in the 
image of God with immortal souls." 

He raises the question of whether we are close to 
the transformation of the human species, and says 
overwhelming problems make that prospect incon
gruous, even if the genetic code is cracked, or 
mapped. Dr. Barr wrote, "[R]emodeling human be
ings- even if possible- is unlikely in itself to radi
cally change our lives. Enhancements in human abili-

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 
-Proven Successful-

163 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence course in less than I year 

-Very Economical-
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer-
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised slmpiJ-
Free Bible Studies by Mail: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers. ... 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 

Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • April1999 

For free details contact 
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ties that may come through genetic engineering will in 
most cases be negligible compared to those already 
achieved, or achievable in the future, through tools." 

"The sheer difficulty," writes Dr. Barr, "of 
achieving a radical transformation of human nature" 
can be appreciated when we understand "that we 
have not come anywhere near to 'cracking' the hu
man genetic code .... If one wanted to engineer into a 
person some radically new mental power ... first, one 
would have to understand the neural paths involved 
... Then one would have to invent new circuitry for 
the brain and find the developmental steps by which 
it could actually produce such circuitry. And finally, 
one would have to figure out genetic instructions to 
get those steps to take place. To state the task is to 
see its impossibility." 

Too bad there is no wisdom gene. 

News llashl 
OAn unknown friend in Montgomery, Alabama 

sent some newspaper clippings (Montgomery Adver
tiser) that show the shocking and strange behavior of 
some of our fellow human-sufferers. We give a few 
excerpts because it helps us to know where the en
emy is, and how to direct our fire. 

• A gay couple that met 17 years ago at the Uni
versity of Pennsylvania has donated $2 million for a 
new gay and lesbian student center at the school. 
The couple, David Goodhand and Vincent Griski, 
said they wanted to help students with a place to 
meet and get information on things such as career 
planning and safe sex. 

• In June the Supreme Court upheld the Scouts' 
ban on gay Scout leaders. Denouncing that policy as 
discriminatory, numerous school boards, city coun
cils, corporations and charities have halted or re
duced support for the Scouts . 

Well, thanks, whoever you are - this is enlight
ening and helpful. 

lad Words 
0 The word history [his-story - from histor 

"learned man"] has been deemed sexist and will no 
longer be used at England's Stockport College. The 
School has also banned ladies and gentlemen because 
of their association with social class. Mad, crary, and 



manic have been tossed because they stigmatize men
tal illness, Man-made is sexist, and so it's out too. 
And the phrase slaving over a hot stove minimizes the 
horrors of slavery, so it can't be used either. 

We Reeded rhat 
flMike Rotz (who describes himself as "a young 

preacher") e-mailed us to say "thank you for the Oc
tober issue of the Firm Foundation." He wrote, "I 
am especially thankful for brother McCord's article 
on 'Three Paradises.' 'Once Saved, Always Saved,' by 
brother Hobbs was valuable. The editorial on 'Road 
Rage' could not have come at a better time - there 
is so much 'biting and devouring.' Bother Littrell's 
article on the Godhead is the best I have ever read. 
The publication helps me." 

Ba6r SiHers 
OWho makes the best baby sitter- is it the par

ents of the child, or a stranger? Doctors T. Berry 
Brazelton and Stanley Greenspan say "a warm, lov
ing human relationship is very important for intellec
tual development .... The kind of child care available 
to most people is by people who change jobs four 
times a year. How could a child relate to four people 
a year? ... The simple solution- I don't' think it's 
going to be very popular - is that we make children 
come first and make everything else work around 
that" (U.S. News & World Report, Oct. 30, 2000). 

Of course we recognize that extreme and unfor
tunate conditions develop that make it impossible 
for birth-parents to provide child-care, but that does 
not change the fact that it is better for a child to be 
reared by loving parents than it is for them to be 
cared for by a committee of strangers. 

Wiccan 
0 Bryan Lankford, first officer for the Texas 

Council of the Covenant of the Goddess, gave the in
vocation at the Oct. 4 meeting of the Dallas City 
Council. Mayor Roy Kirk had cancelled an earlier in
vitation to Mr. Lankford, but changed his mind, he 
said, after learning more about WICCA. The two
minute pagan invocation drew protests, including one 
from Cathie Adams of Texas Eagle Forum, who made 
a formal objection from the podium (World, Oct. 21, 
2000). 

less Crime 
0 Kursty Groves, a 26-year-old graduate of 

London's Royal College of Art and Design, is devel
oping the Techno Bra, sure to be hailed by anarcho
capitalists everywhere as a giant step toward privatiz-

ing the police force. 
The brassiere contains a global positioning sys

tem, a heart rate monitor, and the components of a 
cell phone. If the wearer is attacked the bra sends a 
signal to a GPS satellite, which determines the loca
tion of the assault and dispatches a text message to 
the number of the wearer's choosing- possibly a 
private security firm or a bodyguard. The wearer has 
30 seconds to disarm the bra in case of a false alarm 
(Reason, Oct. 2000). 

Pope Vs. Devil 
OThe Pope carried out an impromptu exorcism 

on a teenage girl after she "began screaming insults 
in a cavernous voice" during an audience in the Vati
can City. 

Despite the Pope's efforts the girl remained "pos
sessed." The Devil's voice sneeringly laughed from 
within her" at the Pope's failed attempt to drive him 
away. 

Constrained by Vatican guards, the "possessed" 
girl was said to have "super-human strength," as she 
uttered "disconnected phrases, and speaking in un
known tongues." 
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The Pope's private secretary informed the Pope. 
After driving around the piazza in his Popemobile, 
the Pope talked to the girl, exorcised her, prayed for 
her, and assured her he would say a Mass for her the 
next day "to obtain her liberation." 

The Pope's intervention had only temporary ef
fect on the girl {http://www. Telegraph.co.uk). 

Hope It's True 
Cii William Damon, a senior fellow, Hoover Insti

tution, says "the Chronicle of Higher Education have 
noticed a counterrevolution in the teaching of col
lege humanities. The winds have shifted away from 
the 'deconstructionist' criticism that uncovered hid
den themes of race, class, and gender to the more di
rect teaching of the text." Damon also says there is a 
move away from teaching our Country's sins rather 
than its achievements. "[C]ritical thinking is essential 
for any citizen in a democracy, and schools must fos
ter it. But when we begin with a critical tone and 
lean on it repeatedly, students become disaffected" 
(Reason, Oct. 2000). 

A Reminder 
®Quibble means "to evade the truth or impor

tance of an issue by raising trivial distinctions and ob
jections- to find fault or criticize for petty reasons." 

Niggle means "to be preoccupied with trifles or 
petty details ... to find fault constantly and trivially." 

Well, then, let us not quibble and niggle. 

Quotes to Remember 
®A church that has lost its memory is in a sad 

state of senility (Henry Chadwick, British educator). 
®Archbishop - A Christian ecclesiastic of a 

rank superior to that attained by Christ (H.L. 
Mencken, U.S. journalist). 

CilNearly all the evils in the Church have arisen 
from bishops desiring power more than light. They 
want authority, not outlook Oohn Ruskin, English 
author). 

@There is not in the universe a more ridiculous, 
nor more contemptible animal, than a proud clergy
man (Henry Fielding, English novelist). 

The Children 
®Mr. Mindus, a senior at Yale and editor of Free, 

wrote, "Mainstream sex educators tend to view their 
task as a comprehensive one: They lump almost all 
subjects in with sex ed, and start the curriculum as 
early as kindergarten; the younger the kids, after all, 
the easier they are to influence" (National Review, 
Sept. 11, 2000). 
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Stupid Is as Stupid Does 
®Some wit said, '~ fool always finds a greater 

fool to admire him." As if to prove the wisdom of 
this saw, Yahoo News has recently reported a strip 
club drive-through. Nick Fratangelo owns the Cli
max Gentlemen's Club in Salem Township, 35 miles 
east of Pittsburgh. Motorists pull around to a win
dow at the back of the club, show proof they are 18 
or older and pay $5 a minute. Then they pull up a 
few feet to a second window and watch a nude 
dancer for the amount of time they paid for. A 26 
year-old Climax stripper says that one customer paid 
$100 for 20 minutes. 

Let's see ... now .. . a fool and his money ... 

To Be or Not to Be 
!?iComes now the debate over healthy human 

embryos and their valuable stem cells. Stem cells are 
the seeds of life; in an embryo they subdivide, repro
duce, and specialize until a human being is clearly 
visible after a few months of gestation. Scientists are 
trying to capture them in mid-development to create 
patches for diseased organs and tissue. 

The question is do such stem cells constitute life 
- human life. If yes, to destroy it is to destroy hu
man life. That life begins at conception is a truism -

Class study book for teen-aged girls 

SuddenfyJ It's Springtime 
by Vessa Harper 

Written in response to requests from mothers of 
junior and senior high girls, this book is designed 
to help teenage girls as they struggle to make the 
rigth decisions in the every day problems they 
face, using the scriptures. 

$6.50 for each copy 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling for one copy 
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no conception, no life. If we are going to destroy hu
man life at any level, we should have magistrate, jury, 
advocate, accused, testimony, and conviction (See 
Romans 13:1-7). Otherwise called due process- a 
fundamental principle of justice. 

lilalin 
OA major legal battle is shaping up over Ritalin, 

the drug taken by millions of school-age children to 
combat attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD). Over the past 30 years, its definition has 
become increasingly broad, and now includes symp
toms such as having difficulty organizing tasks, being 
forgetful, and being easily distracted. 

Class-action lawsuits filed this week in New Jer
sey and California seek to hold the drug's manufac
turer and a major doctor's group responsible for al
leged Ritalin-related problems. 

The lawsuits say that the maker of Ritalin con
spired with the American Psychiatric Association to 
create an illness- ADHD- by making the defini
tion of the disorder so broad that it could be applied 
to nearly any child (health.msn.com). 

laose 
Change 
.,,. Glenn CoUeJ' 

A class book about the change movement among 
churches of Christ - a movement which seeks to 
loosen the restraints and requirements God has placed 
on people in his Word. The 13 chapters deal with the 
history of division among brethren, the church of 
Christ versus denominationalism, worhiping to please 
God, is it a sin to play the piano in worship, saved by 
grace, the "new" hermeneutic, fellowship and the 
bull's-eye gospel, women's role in today's church, who 
are the brethren in the contemporary church, and other 
topics. paperback, 85 pages 

$3.95 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling for one book 
add .25 s&h for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Stop 
OBenefits for homosexuals reports that over 20 

percent of Fortune 500 companies now offer health 
insurance coverage to the domestic partners of ho
mosexual employees. Well ... that's one way to drive 
the cost of health insurance up and up and up and 
up. 

Thought Police 
$Thinking thoughts that don't align with state

approved orthodoxy is now a crime in California. A 
new law creates human-relations-curricula designed 
to prevent "discriminatory" thought. The new law 
turns teachers into police, establishing in-service 
training programs and guidelines that "raise 
(teacher) awareness ... to (students) potentially 
prejudicial and discriminatory behavior." Those stu
dents considered by teachers to be "at risk" of devel
oping such behavior - for example, believing that 
homosexu·al behavior is sinful- would be referred 
to "appropriate counseling" (World, Oct. 14, 2000). 

Delusion 
$Superstition is defined as "an irrational but 

usually deep-seated belief in the magical effects of a 
particular action or ritual, especially in the likeli
hood that good or bad luck will result from perform
ing it." 

We now have a collection of kooks who have 
subscribed to the fantasy that placement of objects 
releases a magic energy that brings good tidings like 
health, success, and prosperity. 

The superstition is called Feng Shui (pronounced 
"fung shway") and is a Chinese philosophy that 
teaches that the placement of objects releases a force 
called "chi," a magic energy. An army of feng shui 
consultants charge thousands of dollars to tell people 
where to place furniture in home or office (World, 
Oct. 7, 2000). 

Till Death Us Do Part 
OA new poll shows that nearly two out of three 

Americans say that strengthening families is more 
important than increasing job opportunities. 

The Wirthlin poll, released on August 30, 
showed nearly four in five saying that counseling 
should be required for married couples with children 
who are seeking a divorce. 

Interesting 
$National Review (Sept. 2000) says that the civil 

union legislation (homosexual marriages) may cost 
the governor and the Vermont legislators who voted 
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for the measure their government jobs. Five Republi
cans who supported "civil unions" were defeated in 
primaries. 

Hew Book 
®Roy M asters new book, Finding God in Phys

ics: Einstein's Missing Relative, says tha t "despite the 
explosion of knowledge, physics is still a mystery. We 
know little of how the universe really works, or how 
it came into existence." 

That is, of course, unless you accept the first 
chapter of the Bible- "In the beginning God ... " 

Morning After 
{iiPro-life lawmakers pushed through a proposal 

aimed at eliminating tax funding for "morning-after 
pills" distributed at school-based health clinics. Ac
co rding to the Congressional Research Service, 180 
public-school clinics distribute the "abortifacient" 
pill. 

The H ouse, led by Rep. Tom Coburn (R-Okla. ), 
vo ted 250 to 170 to encourage H ouse negotiators, in 
conference with Senate negotiators, to re instate a 
proposal that prohibits the use of federal funds to 
distribute this morning-after abortion pill. 

Mr. Coburn no ted that "a child in school can' t 
get an aspirin without a parent being involved but we 
can give them a morning-afte r abo rtion pill [and 
M om and Dad need never know]" (World, Sept. 30 , 
2000). 

No Surprise 
{i> H ome care beats day care. T he sur"prise is that 

this sentiment represents public op inion : A recent 
survey shows that four out of five young mothers 
(ages 18-29) prefer to be home with their kids. More 
than 56 percent of parents strongly agree that "no 
one can do as good a job of raising children as their 
own parents" (World, Sept. 16, 2000) . 

Spiritual Aclultery 
{i> On September 14, a Hindu Priest from Ohio, 

Venkatachalapathi Samuldrala, invocated a joint ses
sion of the U. S. H ouse and Senate. H ow should we 
react? One response would be if any congressman 
who is a Christian rook part in the service, the elder 
of his church should call him to repentance and, if he 
doesn' t repent, excommunicate him. 

Sound too harsh? It isn't, if we take the Bible se
riously. God 's word teaches that a Christian who 
bows down to a false god -or rakes part in a prayer 
tha t denies Christ - is engaged in spiritual adultery. 

America's increasing plura lism is only making 
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clear what has been true for a long time but hidden 
from view: Christians are a minority in this country. 
A large number of Protestant Churches reject the de
ity of Christ, the sinfulness of man, the inspiration of 
the Bible, and other essential doctrines of the faith; 
they are no more Christian than Mr. Samuldrala's 
Shiva Vishnu Hindu Temple in Parma, Ohio (Source: 
World, O ct. 7 , 2000). 

Science? 
®A leading Japanese archaeologist admitted to

day [Nov. 5] he lied about finding stone tools at an 
archaeological site believed to be among the world's 
oldest human habitations. 

At an emotional news conference, Shinichi 
Fujimura confessed to staging the discovery. He 
spoke after a major newspaper ran three photo
graphs on its front page today, showing him digging 
holes at the site and burying the implements, which 
were rocks modified by humans for cutting or scrap
ing. "I did something I shouldn ' t have done," said 
Fujimura, the vice chairman of the Tohoku Pale
olithic Institute. In a traditional sign of humility, he 
remained in a deep bow throughout the news confer
ence. 
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Your 
Mama 
Don't 
Dance 
By Cindy and Glenn Colley 

Getting out of rhythm with contemporary 
parenting philosophies and back in step with God. 

This book is no t about being so serious and strict that 
parents don' t enjoy their children. It teaches how to be 
serious and strict in such a way as to really enjoy them! 
Reject many current parenting ideas and myths, and get 
back to being what children really need: God·loving, 
children-loving, sensible, sacrificing parents. Children 
need parents who don't dance the world's dance of self· 
indulgence, of rearing children to define success in 
dollars instead of ri ghteousness, of choosing finances 
over family. 

This 13·chapter book is excellent for classes or for 
private study. It is an excellent tool to help parents reach 
all of the blessings God has reserved for Godly parents. 

$7.95 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Fujimura was caught on camera digging holes 
and depositing stone tools from his private collection 
of such implements. "He's right there in the photos, 
digging holes and putting stones in them. There's 
nothing more you can say," said Kamata, who is 
Fujimura's boss. "With this media coverage, all our 
work over the years is as good as ruined." 

His purpose seems to have been to provide evi
dence of human existence on earth more than 
600,000 years ago (ABC News, Nov. 5, 2000). 

Shades of the Piltdown man. 

Gone to Pot 
$Northeastern University junior Robert 

Devaney says many of his fellow students have 
trouble buying beer at nearby bars -but no problem 
getting marijuana. 
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"It's the alternative to drinking," Devaney said. 
"To get alcohol, someone is going to make sure you 
are of age, whereas marijuana is easily available. I 
would definitely says it is a big problem on campus" 
(Fox News, Oct. 31, 2000). 

It Won't Work 
'liThe Times of India reported that a husband 

who believed in reincarnation killed his wife. His 
plan was to commit suicide and marry her again in 
another life. He left a note in which he speaks of the 
coming marriage (or remarriage) and says, "But I 
have a condition - she should not nag me again." 

Shaman 
$Shamanism, a sort of altered Buddhism, has re

vived in Siberia. Shamanism differs from Shaman to 
Shaman. It is the worship of "mother earth and fa
ther heaven." Hallucinogenic substances or alcohol 
play an integral role in many Shaman ceremonies. 
Participants drink vodka during rituals, making sure 
to offer frequent drops to the gods. At some prayer 
sites overlooking Lake Baikal, vodka bottles, rubble 
coins and cigarette butts - all offerings to the gods 
-litter the ground (Source: Chicago Tribune, Oct. 
15, 2000, via Earl Davis). 

Speck and log 
$Frank Bruni in a front page New York Times 

story discusses what he calls "down home Texas say
ings." He quotes George W. Bush, "Don't be taking a 
speck out of your neighbors eye when you have a 
whole log in your own." Mr. Bruni and his editors 
apparently don't know it, but there's a whole book 
full of those odd Texas sayings. 

Memphis School 
of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• Fifty-four courses 
• 2, 760 clock hours 
• No tuition 
• Qualified faculty 
• Limited scholarships 
• Strong Bible emphasis 
• Established 1966 
• Applications now being accepted 
• Call or write for application 

Curtis A. Cates, Director 

3950 Forest Hill Irene Rd. • Memphis, Tennessee 38125·2560 
School (901) 751·2242 

Bookstore (901) 751-9964 • Fax (901) 751-8098 

April 2000 3 3 
Farm Foundation 



NCC 
@The much troubled National Council of 

Churches (NCC) voted to explore a major reorgani
zation that could include its going out of business in 
favor of a new organization that would include all 
the major Christian groupings in the country. That 
would be a daunting project. The identity of evan
gelical and fundamentalist churches is, in large part, 
based in opposition to the "ecumenical" or "liberal" 
churches of the NCC. In addition, a huge part of 
evangelicalism is made up of local churches with no 
national affiliation that could relate to such a new 
organization. The possible demise of the NCC is it
self an important development in American religious 
history. The organization never recovered from the 
critique launched in 1981 by the Institute on Reli
gion and Democracy, a critique widely disseminated 
by popular media such as 60 Minutes and Reader's 
Digest In addition, various renewal movements 
within its major member denominations have in
creasingly alienated grassroots constituencies from 
what is perceived as the NCC's leftist orientation, 
both theologically and politically (Source: Chicago 
Tribune, Oct. 20, 2000). 

By Thy Words 
\?>Whatever one's view of the limits of free 

speech, or whether there should be any limits at all, 
it is understandable that Germany is acutely sensitive 
about anything referring to the Holocaust. Stringent 
laws forbid the denial, belittling, or relativizing of 
that horror by comparing it to lesser evils. There was 
therefore intense interest in the case of pro-life activ
ists who demonstrated outside a German abortuary 
with a sign declaring "Holocaust then, Babycaust 
now." A federal court ruled in favor of the protest
ers, saying that the slogan "expressed the opinions of 
the protesters that today's practice of abortion is a 
mass extermination of life." The judges said such 
demonstrations are "a contribution to forming opin
ion in a matter that is fundamental and moving to 
the public in which we have to deal with the protec
tion of living rights of the unborn." Fp 
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J . E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than 
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BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 
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Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: When and where was the Hardeman
Bogard Debate conducted, and what is your im
pression of it? 

Answer: April 19-22, 1938, was indeed one of the 
most significant periods in the interests of 
truth and righteousness in the 20th century. 

This was the week of the Hardeman-Bogard debate, 
a discussion first orally conducted in the meeting
house of the Fourth and State Streets church of 
Christ, Little Rock, AR (and arranged by E. R. 
Harper, then the regular preacher there), and later 
published in full by the Gospel Advocate Co., Nash
ville, Tenn. 

The themes discussed in that remarkable debate 
are of the most interesting, vital and important na
ture: the necessity of perseverance and faithfulness 
in order to salvation; the identify, marks and estab
lishment of the New Testament church; the proper 
place of baptism; and, the work and mode of opera
tion of the Holy Spirit. 

The chief participants, without peers in their re
spective communions, were N. B. Hardeman, co
founder and longtime president of Freed-Hardeman 
College, an educator and college administrator of su
perb ability, an evangelist of the churches of Christ of 
national reputation, and an orator exceeding in abil
ity, as a speaker, any other in the land; and Ben M. 
Bogard, dean of the Missionary Baptist Institute, 
Little Rock, a veteran Baptist minister, and the ac
knowledged champion Baptist debater of his day. 

These men brought to the polemic platform in 
Arkansas' capital city, a richness of scholarship, long 
experience and training, and maturity of mind on the 
matters discussed the highest degree possible. 

The transcript which resulted is undoubtedly the 
clearest and most perceptive study of the differences 
between churches of Christ and Baptist churches, on 
the matters discussed, in existence. It ought to be 
taught in every Christian school among us; every 
gospel preacher should master it; it should be in ev
ery church library and on the study table of every el
der in the church today. 

The shocking truth is that some among us today 
are advocating views, concerning the Spirit's opera
tions, more nearly coinciding with those of Baptist 
Bogard, than those of brother Hardeman, thus 
clearly evidencing the extent of the departures now 
characteristic of some in the churches of Christ to
day. 

In this momentous discussion, Mr. Bogard ar
gued that the Holy Spirit operates apart from, and 
independent of, the word of truth, the scriptures. By 
this he meant that, in the view of Baptists, there is an 
impact of the Holy Spirit, upon the individual being 
influenced, which is literal and actual and personal, 
in addition to, and beyond that wrought by the 
word. Such is precisely the opinion entertained by a 
small segment of brethren today. True, those who 
subscribe to this view stoutly affirm that they claim 
no miraculous powers or outward manifestations of 
such; but, so did Mr. Bogard. He said, "In my debate 
with Aimee McPherson, I said that we did not need 
miracles any more. Since we have the word we do 
not need the direct inspiration from God for God to 

speak to us or to inspire people now. We do not need 
that. We don't need to go around opening the eyes of 
the blind and raising the dead. Our all-sufficient rule 
of faith and practice is thoroughly established now 
and the power of men to work miracles has passed 
away so says t_bat perfect rule" (p. 51). 

Brother Hardeman, in what, to this writer, is one 
of the most irrefutable arguments ever made (and 
which I urge the reader to obtain and study in full in 
the published debate}, shows that in both conversion 
and sanctification (both with reference to the influ
ence wrought upon the sinner, and the child of God), 
the Holy Spirit's influence is simply and solely and 
only by means of the all-sufficient and final revela
tion of truth - the scriptures. 

In summary, Brother Hardeman pointed out the 
conclusions to which his arguments lead: "But how 
does the Spirit operate? That is the question. My an
swer, first, last and all the time, is that he influences 
through the gospel, which is God's power. The word 
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is the medium through which the Spirit accomplishes 
His work. If that book there were the sinner's heart 
and this hand were the Holy Spirit (placing hand on 
book) there is direct and immediate contact; if you 
put something between, the hand will operate on the 
book, but this time it is through the medium of this 
tablet. That represents the only two ideas that can be 
had from this proposition. That represents the differ
ence between Dr. Bogard and me, the difference be
tween error and truth" (p. 21). 

In the final moments of the discussion on the 
Holy Spirit, brother Hardeman, in his eloquent, pre
cise manner, said: 

Only a few minutes remain for review of things 
already stated. There is not a single step taken 
by any man from the time he decides to leave the 
cold, bleak world of sin until he enters the door 
that stands ajar, but said step is effected either 
directly or indirectly by the word of God. The 
Spirit does his part, and he, as always, uses as a 
medium of contact the word of God which is 
'able to make one wise unto salvation' and to 
thoroughly furnish everyone unto every good 
work. Our difference is not that of whether the 
Spirit does or does not operate - it is whether 
he operates outside the realm of God's will or in 
harmony with it. I know the man doesn't live. 
who can find a single passage where the Spirit 
operates distinct - away - from the blessed 
word, or where there is the slightest intimation 
of an isolated span or distance intervening be
tween the Holy Spirit's work and that of the 
word. It simply is not in God's book, and it is 
futile to fight against it (pp. 64-65). 

And so also is the conviction of this writer. The 
view, that the Holy Spirit exercises an influence apart 
from, and beyond that of the word of God is a new, 
novel and dangerous doctrine, unheard of in the 
churches of Christ until the last decade or two. We 
challenge any man among us to produce a statement 
from any prominent writer from the inception of the 
Restoration Movement until1950 who taught that 
there is additional guidance and direction through 
the Spirit, not set out in God's word. Any differences 
which obtained among brethren, in an earlier day, re
garding the manner or mode of the Spirit's "indwell
ing" did not extend to contentions urging additional 
influence. It remained for our day and decade to pro
duce the view that the Baptist Bogard was right in his 
insistence that there are influences wrought upon us, 
by the Spirit, in addition to the written word. Such a 
view is, of course, an impeachment of the authority, 
totality and all-sufficiency of the sacred writings; and 
it paves the way for the gross departures of alleged 
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tongue-speaking, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and 
special revelations, now increasingly being heard 
among us. This writer thinks that these unfortunate 
and fatal trends are logical and natural consequences 
of the view that the Holy Spirit actually, bodily, and 
literally resides in the Christian. Were I to accept the 
view that deity is personally in me; and he exercises 
powers over me beyond the divine revelation of 
truth set out in the scripture, I would indeed expect 
some outward, visible manifestation thereof. Strange 
indeed would it be that such power is present; yet, 
not outwardly active! Why limit him? "Tongue 
speakers" are at least consistent in their error. 

These disastrous views have resulted from an 
abandonment of the teaching of the scriptures touch
ing the personality of the Holy Spirit. He is a person; 
not, a mere influence. Uohn 16:13.) A person does 
not literally abide - nor can he - in the person of 
another. One person influences another person 
through moral suasion. Such is the manner by which 
the Spirit has always acted. "The Spirit spake by me" 
(2 Sam. 23 :2). "The Spirit speaketh expressly" (1 
Tim. 4:1). "He that hath an' ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit smith to the churches" (Rev. 2:7). God, 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, all of them divine Persons, 
are in us as they influence us by Word of truth (1 
John 4:15; Col. 1:27; Gal. 4:6). To reject the word is 
to reject the Spirit who gave the word (Neh. 9:30). 
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Open Forum, pp 348-350 
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- California - - Minnesota -Directory 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. Buellton - Church ;j Ch;ist, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-

- Mississippi -
Ointon - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
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Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Southaven- Southav~~· Church of Christ, 1483 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B.j. Clarke 
4050 and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-England-

Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. ..... 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy MildenhaJI - Mildenhall Church of Christ, 253 

Coldhams Lane, Camb. Tel. 01223-210101. Sun. 
10 a.m., Tues. 7:30 p.m., Graham Moulton. 
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-Alaska-
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. - North Carolina -

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
3931.ContactWm.V.Ciary344-6715orAndrew Ed dA W t 32208 S 1011 5 Sun.10,11a.m.,6p.m.,Wed.7:30p.m.(919) gewoo ve. es' · un. ' a.m., 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister . ..... 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
373-5583 McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 

Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
- Alabama - 320-9780 

Jacksonville - Jacksonville Church of Christ, Margate- Margate Church of Christ, 6400 W. 
Hwy. 204 across from jacksonville State Altantic Blvd., Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
University. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m., p.m. (954) 972-6400,jWROLES@aol.com; (954) 
Wed. 7:00p.m. Allen Webster, preacher. 584-0703 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44m Ave., Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 
7:00p.m. Active college (mJgram. Transportation 
available Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 

Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
778-8955 7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
Tuscaloosa- East Pointe Church of Christ. Only ••••• 
1 block from Exit 76 off 1-20, 59. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 556-3062, 556-1275, of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
553-0546. 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Arizona- Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Gilbert - Gilbert Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
950, 85299. Cullumber at Elm, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m., (602) 892-
0720, Dan Jones, preacher. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). -Free with any book order
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These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 
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-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-GreerChurch of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 
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-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wibnoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minist~~· ••• 

Hurst -Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, n3n. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

livingston - 1101 W. • Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m .• ~i?~~ll Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeb;; R;ad Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachc!rk: {Services in English and 

-Virginia-
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 •• Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. ..... 
Mt. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

Spanish.) Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
San Antonio_ North;~ Oaks Church of Christ 5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 
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Minister needed for Bible-centered congrega
tion of 60 members in a mountain community of 
14,000 near Yosemite. Send resume and tape/ 
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(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send resume with 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of family and financia l requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
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11Again It Is WriHen" 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

The .devil, in tempting Jesus to jump off "the 
pmnacle of the temple," quoted words from 
the book of Psalms (91 : 11-12), "He [God] 

will give orders to his angels about you .... On their 
hands they wi ll carry you, lest you strike your foot 
against a rock." Jesus showed that one should not 
draw a conclusion from one passage of scripture if 
his conclusion would make him violate another pas
sage of scripture. 

In this case, the theatrical exhibition of jumping 
off the temple pinnacle would violate another pas
sage of scripture, which he quoted to Satan: ''Again it 
is written, "You shall not make trial of the Lord your 
God" (Deut. 6: 16; Matt. 4:6-7) . The principle, 
''Again it is written," of putting one passage along
side another is a search for "the whole counsel of 
God" (Acts 20:27), because "The sum [totality] of 
your word is truth" (Psa. 119:160). 

God's book is so written that by "proof-texting" 
alone one can prove anything. Alone "proof-texting" 
misleads people who read verses, not to learn, but to 
prove their own ideas. God "sends to them a work
ing of error, that they should believe a lie" and con
demn themselves (2 Thess. 2:11-12). 

Jesus thanked the Father that divine truths are 
"hidden" from those who, in their own estimation, 
are "wise and intelligent," while the Father has 
"made them known to children. Yes, Father, for so in 
your will" (Matt. 11:25-26). 

This article is devoted to a discussion of some 
passages which, taken alone, could lead to false doc-
trines. 

Exodus 4:21 
Of Pharaoh God said, "I will harden his heart" (Ex. 
4:21). Alone God's statement could leave the impres
sion that the reason why Pharaoh was so mean to the 
Israelites (Ex. 5: 1-21) goes back to God, not to Pha
raoh. On the contrary, what God did was to ask Pha
raoh "to stand" and "to show" God's "power" that 
God's "name" might "be declared throughout all the 
earth" (Ex. 9:16; Rom. 9:17). That request did not 
appeal to the Egyptian monarch, and so Pharaoh, not 
God, hardened his "heart" (Ex. 8:15, 32). 

God has never hardened anyone's heart, for he is 
LOVE (1 John 4:8, 16). Everybody in the world is 
God's child (Luke 3:23, 3 8), and God loves everyone 
Qohn 3: 16) so much that he "spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all" (Rom. 8 :32). 
Therefore those verses that say that God hardened 
Pharaoh's heart (Ex. 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 
11:10; 14:4) must not be taken alone. The principle 
of ''Again it is written" must be applied to reach "the 
whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). 

Acts 13:48 
Of some Gentiles Luke wrot~ that "as many as were 
ordained to eternal life bdlieved" (Acts 13 :48). 
Alone, Luke's statement is used to attempt to prove 
that nobody has control of his own destiny, that 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Gammon and Spinage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Humbug and baloney are in vogue be
cause the human heart is "deceitful 
above all things." The strange truth is 

that many who engage in religious bunkum 
think they speak unvarnished truth and are do
ing God a favor. Others trade in religious spin
doctoring with a purpose to deceive. Whether 
done wittingly or unwittingly it is harmful to 
present false doctrine, and can bring eternal 
loss to both the teacher and the taught. A de
ceiver deceives himself. 

Deception, like all hypocrisy, walks invisible, except to God. We 
therefore must refrain from trying to discern "the thoughts and in
tents of the heart," though it is true that the Bible can do it (Heb. 
4:12). 

Immortal truth, though sweet in the mouth, can be bitter in 
the belly (Rev. 10:9-10). Not a few have rejected the good news of 
salvation because they were offended by its aftertaste, or thought 
it harsh, or unsophisticated (1 Cor. 1:21-25). 

"For we are not as the many, corrupting the word of God: but 
as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in 
Christ" (2 Cor. 2: 17). 

Some dislike and turn from Bible teaching because they think 
it is too hard (John 6:60-66). Faithful disciples in the first century, 
according to Paul, were in the minority while the many corrupted 
the word of God. That circumstance has not changed. 

Some corrupters of divine revelation are not malicious, but are 
ignorant, and others pollute the message of salvation because of 
frailty and indifference. The damage done is identical whether the 
false teacher is deliberately evil, self-deceived, or just rash and asi
nme. 

The effect of eating potent poison is the same whether the 
toxin is ingested intentionally or accidentally. The consumer of er
ror is inexcusable because he has an obligation to weigh the teach
ing he receives by the standard of God's word and be sure that it 
passes the taste and smell test. "Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravening 
wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). Caveat Emptor! 

Not a few false teachers are in their deplorable plight because 
they see themselves as offering comfort and consolation to people 
they imagine to be distressed or overburdened. The thinking of 
such heretics runs like this: 



1. The Bible teaches the saint to forsake not the assembly 
(Heb. 10:25). 

2. Some do forsake the assembly and feel guilty and unhappy. 
3. Therefore it is all right to forsake the assembly, no matter 

what the Bible says, because feeling good is more important than 
obeying God. 

That mistaken concept can be applied to Bible study, prayer, 
evangelism, and any other duty incumbent on a blood-bought sin
ner. The teacher of such drivel sees himself as compassionately 
striving to encourage those who represent themselves to be dis
consolate, and in doing so corrupts the word of God, and damns 
gullible people. 

One such deluded teacher told an audience that he once wor
ried that he might take the Lord's Supper in an unworthy manner, 
and so he deduced that one's attitude in communion is not all that 
critical. He came to this watery conclusion because his inability to 
concentrate depressed him, and he laid the blame on the command 
- not on his weakness. He excused himself and others from obey
ing a command of God because he lacked strength. 

His implication was don't let such things bother you because I 
give you permission to ignore what the Bible says about taking the 
Lord's Supper in a worthy manner. He spoke, of course, without 
divine sanction. 

Shades of Jeroboam saying to the people, Don't go to Jerusa
lem because it too much for you, but worship these calves made of 
gold (1 Kings 12:28). 

People mislead by that kind of teaching are greatly damaged and 
spiritually impoverished. The teacher is doing no kindness when his 
attempt at empathy results in dismissing rules of righteousness. 

The fact is that the new covenant is emphatic in telling the 
child of God to be thoughtful and understanding as he partakes of 
the sacred feast. 

Wherefore whosoever shall eat the bread or drink the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the 
blood of the Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so let him eat 
of the bread, and drink of the cup. For he that eateth and 
drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgment unto himself, if he dis
cern not the body. For this cause many among you are weak and 
sickly; and not a few sleep (1 Cor. 11:27-30). 

The inspired apostle is not talking about physical disease, but 
sickness of the soul ... spiritual death. He warns that eating and 
drinking the Lord's supper in an unworthy manner will result in 
separation from the source of all blessings ... for all eternity. That 
sounds pretty serious to me. 

There is no harm done in teaching people to partake of the 
communion in the way the Bible directs. Teaching otherwise, even 
if the teacher sees himself as soothing hurt feelings and freeing 
people from anxiety (which is not an acceptable excuse for venti
.lating error by dismissing truth) does great harm. 

The way not to worry and feel guilty over the manner of eat
ing the Lord supper is to partake of it in a worthy manner - just 
like the Bible tells us to do. 
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The inane idea of telling people to disregard re
vealed injunctions may flow from the misconception 
that Christians are not under any law. It could be just 
another way of making people believe that the saved 
have no rules to follow and no commands to obey. 

The consequence of this misguided teaching can 
be far reaching. It may even result in people being 
encouraged to accept mechanical instruments in 
wo rship of God, or promiscuous divorce, or any 
other thing that may seem to be popular with the 
multitude. 

The preacher who teaches that strict obedience 
of the gospel is unnecessary to godly living in things 
like observing the communion, Bible study, prayer, 
and such like, by implication is saying that no com
mand must be obeyed. 

The same reasoning would compel us to accept 
the wrongheaded notion that baptism for the remis
sion is sins, repentance, and confession of Jesus as 
the Son of God are optional, because of the con
tinuum fallacy1

• 

But you cannot stop there, once you buy into the 
idea that human convenience disposes with the stat
utes and regulations of God, then you would have to 
accept that it is not even necessary to believe in Jesus 
to be saved. That John 3:16 can be bypassed. That 
Acts 4 :12 does not really mean what it says. After all, 
the Jews and the M uslims reverence the God of 
Abraham, and to tell them they must believe in Jesus 
may cause them to worry and be depressed. 

If corrupting the gospel on the side of positive 
commands does not offend God, then that same thing 
would be true on the negative side? Liars need not 
worry and fornicators should have no fear. If we are 
not under the law, then murder, stealing, and drunk
enness are not sin. In fact, there is no sin- "for where 
there is no law, there is no sin" (Rom. 5:13 ). 

If this is true, it follows that universalism is right. 
If universalism is right, we do not need the cross, nor 
the gospel, nor chu rches, nor preachers (which 
would save us a lot of money - and anxiety}. 

If the fact that God is love means that anything 
goes, then "gather ye roses while ye may." It would 
also follow that J esus was out of order when he said, 
"Fear him, who after he hath killed hath power to 
cast into hell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear him." The 

1 contin uum: continuous seamless series: a link between two 
things, or a continuous series of things, that b lend into each other so 
gradually and seamlessly that it is impossible to say where one becomes 
the next 
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disobedient ought to worry and be depressed. 
Lest someone think that we are wasting paper 

and ink, let me assure you that the erroneous teach
ing rebuked in this article is found within the pale of 
the church today, and audiences of people, who 
ought to know better, will sit and listen in all sober
ness to such silly talk - and make no objection. 
They may even be offended if someone points out 
the error and danger of this corruption of the gospel, 
and regard it as unkind. 

0 for a revival of the attitude of the noble Bere
ans, who understood that saving truth is more im
portant than self-pleasure and self-deceit. 

Our prayer should ever be, God grant us courage 
to recognize our weaknesses, and wisdom to know 
the truth, and moral power to be committed to it 
through thick and thin. 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). 

"They profess that they know God; but by their 
works they deny him, being abominable, and disobe
dient, and unto every good work reprobate" (Titus 
1:16). 

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves" Oames 1:22). 

"Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart be de
ceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and 
worship them" (Deut. 11 : 16) . 

The truth that makes men free has been known 
to cause those who prefer not to hear it to cast stones 
at Jesus Oohn 8:32, 59). P. 0 . Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Again It Is WriHen 
(continued from page 1) 

"eternal life" is "ordained" for some people uncon
ditionally. But ''Again it is written" that everybody 
does have control of his own destiny, that every per
son "ordained for eternal life" will "give account of 
himself to God" (Rom. 14:12) and that God "will 
render to every man according to his works" (Rom. 
2:6). ''Again it is written" that "there is no respect of 
persons with God" (Rom. 2:11), and "all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each 
one may receive the things he did in the body, 
whether good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). 

Romans 8:28 

Paul's statement of "them that are called according 
to his purpose" (Rom. 8 :28) some take to mean that 
only a certain number are "called according to his 
purpose." But, ''Aga~n it is written," that "according 
to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3:11) "whosoever believes in 
him" and "obeys him" receives "eternal life" Oohn 
3:16; Heb. 5:9), and so they who believe and obey 
Jesus are the "called according to his purpose." They 
are further described as "partakers of a heavenly call
ing" (He b. 3: 1) "through" the "gospel" (2 Thess. 
2:14), and "they" are "called sons of the living God" 
(Rom. 9:26) and "by a divine revelation" they are 
"called Christians" (Acts 11 :26). 

Romans 8:29 

Paul's statement about some whom God "foreknew" 
(Rom. 8 :29) has been taken to mean that a certain 
group arbitrarily selected by God back in eternity 

: will be saved, but "Again it is written," that God 
· "will render to every man according to his work; ... 
for there is no respect of persons with God" (Rom. 
2:6, 11). 

Also Paul's word "foreordained" (or, "predesti
nated") some take to mean that God from all eternity 
foreordained that certain people will be saved re
gardless of how they live, but ''Again it is written," 
"to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 
of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at my word" 

· (Isa. 66:2); and ''Again it is written," "glory and 
: honor and peace to everyone who is doing good, to 
. the Jew first and also to the Greek, for God is not 
·partial" (Rom. 2:10-11). 

Romans 9:11 
Again "the purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works, but of him who calls" 
(Rom. 9: 11 ), could leave the impression that God ar
bitrarily has elected certain people to salvation "not 
of works, but of him who calls." However, ''Again it 
is written," that "God is not partial; in every nation 
he who fears him and works righteousness is wel
comed by him" (Acts 1 0:34-35), and "faith without 
works is dead" Oames 2:26), and that which "avails 
anything" is "faith working through love" (GaL 5 :6). 

Romans 9:16 
The statement of Romans 9:16, "So it is not of him 
who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who has 
mercy," is misapplied to mean that what people do 
has no effect on their salvation. However, as regards 
heaven and hell for each person, "Again it is writ
ten," there is willing, "If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine" Oohn 7:17), and "who
soever wills, let him take the water of life freely" 
(Rev. 22: 17), and there is running, "So run, that you 
may obtain" (1 Cor. 9:24), and "let us run with pa
tience the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). 

Romans 9:18 
The statement by itself that God "has mercy on whom 
he wills, and hardens whom he wills" (Romans 9:18), 
leaves the impression with some that people in no 
wise determine whether they receive mercy or 
whether they become hard-hearted. But ''Again it is 
written," that "the mercy of the Lord is from everlast
ing to everlasting ... to such as keep his covenant, and 
to those that remember his commandments to do 
them"·(Psa. 103:17-18), and "Today, if you hear his 
voice, do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion in 
the day of the desert trial. Your fathers tested and tried 
me, and saw their works 40 years." "So I was angry 
with that generation, and said, 'They always go astray 
in their hearts, and they have not known my ways.' As 
I swore in my wrath, 'they shall not enter my rest"' 
(Heb. 3:7-11; Psa. 95 :8-11). 

Romans 11:7-8 
The statements by themselves "That which Israel 
seeks, that he obtained not; but the election obtained 
it, and the rest were hardened," and "God gave them 
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a spirit of stupor" (Rom. 11:7-8), could leave the im
pression that God arbitrarily has elected certain 
people to salvation and has hardened others with "a 
spirit of stupor." But "Again it is written," that "God is 
not partial; in every nation he who fears him and 
works righteousness is welcomed by him" (Acts 
10:34-35). 

"Encourage one another daily ... lest any of you 
becomes hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, for we 
have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast to 
the end the firm beginning of our confidence" (Heb. 
3:13-14). 

I Corinthians I: 17 
Those opposing the necessity of baptism find sup
port in quoting one verse by itself: "Christ sent me 
not to baptize" (1 Cor. 1:17). If Paul meant to make 
baptism unimportant, he did what his Lord did not 
do: Christ walked some 70 miles (a three-day trip) to 
be baptized, and then had to persuade John to bap
tize him (Matt. 3: 13-15). If baptism is unimportant, 
one wonders why Jesus himself "made and baptized 
more disciples than John" Uohn 4:1), and one won
ders why the last thing the Lord did, before going 
back to heaven, was to command that "all nations," 
"every creature" in "all the world" should be pap
tized (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15-16). 

6 

Moreover, Christ put baptism on Paul's "must" 
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list: "go into the city, and you will be told you what 
you must do" (Acts 9:6). Accordingly, in the city Paul 
was told to "be baptized and wash away your sins" 
(Acts 22:16). Then, not only was Paul baptized, but 
he taught "all" of his converts to be baptized (Acts 
18:8; 1 Cor. 12:13). 

Thus 1 Corinthians 1:27 is important, showing 
the baptizer himself is not important, but his message 
is. On the other hand, the divine requirement that 
every sinner be baptized is displayed in many "Again 
it is written" passages: "Look! Water! What hinders 
my being baptized?" (Acts 8:36; 2:38; 22: 16; Mark 
16:16). 

John 6:37 
Those holding to the impossibility of apostasy find 
support in Jesus' words, "I will never cast out the 
one who comes to me" Uohn 6:27). But '~gain it is 
written" that those who will never be "cast out" are 
they who "hear my voice" and "follow me" Uohn 
10:27). However, if they become "lukewarm," they 
will hear Jesus say, "I will vomit you out of my 
mouth" (Rev. 3:16). 11625 SWVacuna cr. 
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Is Restoring the Church a "Useful Notion''? 
By Richard Norman 

When the split in the American Restoration 
Movement was just about complete, a 
prominent leader among the digressives 

made the statement, "Restoring the church of the 
New Testament is not a useful notion." 

Is restoration of the church of the New Testa
ment a useful notion, or is it an exercise in futility? 
Can we really restore the church as it was in New 
Testament times? And even if we could, why is that 
important? What difference does it make if the 
church today is not exactly the way it was 2,000 
years ago? After all, we live in a completely different 
time, and our world is very little like the first cen
tury. 

In answer to that, I must say that the New Testa
ment requires it. It is our only authority for faith and 
practice, and there are aspects that must never be 
changed until Jesus comes again. 

If restoration is a useful notion (and I am certain 
it is), then we must constantly review every aspect of 
the Lord's church in a modern society to keep it free 
from "false doctrines," "false teaching," and "false 
teachers." We don't have a choice. 

It has been alleged that the early leaders in the 
American Restoration Movement were not complete 
in their efforts to restore, and that they brought 
some of their denominational concepts with them 
into the church. That is true. It is also true that in the 
ensuing years, the church has successfully eliminated 
much in that regard. It is also true that in our time, 
when a new saint "comes marching in" to the church 
today, many of them bring a lot of denominational 
baggage with them. Thus, continuing restoration is 
as urgent today as ever. We must always wrestle with 
issues that push their way into the church and "hold 
fast to that which is good." 

Some are saying today that the Lord's Supper 
was only a part of a complete meal; and we should 
restore that practice today. But Jesus instituted it at 
Passover. If the Lord's Supper must be connected 
with a meal, biblically, and according to Jesus, it 
must be the Passover, which occurred once a year. 
Should we observe the Lord's Supper only once a 
year in conjunction with the Jewish Passover? There 

is no command, example (of a "binding nature"), nor 
inference that it is necessary for us to observe the 
Jewish Passover or that the Lord's Supper must be 
eaten with any common meal. In fact, just the oppo
site is taught by Paul in I Corinthians 11. 

I have heard the complaint that our prayers are 
too short and too many are by rote. Jesus, however 
condemned prayers that were just "long speaking," 
and the example he gave was rather short. Obvi
ously, the length of prayer is irrelevant. 

Worship in song, hymns and spiritual songs is a 
much needed study today. A preacher complained 
that his congregation seemed to want to take all the 
time of a service in singing a lot of songs, more and 
longer prayers; and a long, drawn-out observance of 
the Lord's Supper. He said that he seldom had more 
than ten to fifteen minutes for his sermon and didn't 
know what his job as a preacher was anymore. 

The longest detailed instructions about public 
worship in the early church is recorded in 1 Corin
thians 10:16 through 16:2. Singing was a very small 
part of their worship. It certainly did not dominate 
the service. Furthermore, the early church did not 
sing, as we do today, since melody, harmony and 
rhythm are recent inventions in music. I rather be
lieve they were indeed "speaking to one another" as 
Paul says. There is nothing, however, in scripture to 
prohibit melody, harmony and rhythm (even though 
each of these was hotly contested when first intro
duced in Christian worship). Yet many today would 
deny a Christian the opportunity to "make melody in 
his heart to the Lord" if he could not make melody 
in his throat. It is a sin to prohibit a person who is 
tone deaf from singing praises to God. His worship 
might well be more acceptable to God than another 
who has a beautiful voice. 

It is obvious from 1 Corinthians 11 through 16 
that teaching and preaching occupied the majority of 
the time in worship (Paul limits speakers to two or at 
the most three during a given worship assembly). 

Too many of our preachers today act as "Pas
tors," while denying the fact that they are. It is not 
the preacher's job to "wet nurse" a congregation, 
running here and there on errands and doing the 
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work elders should do. Preachers are ministers of the 
gospel, ministers of the word - evangelists. The pri
mary business of a preacher is to save souls. To "set 
the churches in order" is merely to instruct congre
gations in the "pattern principle," not to rule a con
gregation. Only elders "have the rule over you." It is 
clearly the job of elders to shepherd (oversee) the 
congregation, and that includes the youth and "in
volvement" of the members of a church. We need to 
get back to biblical concepts, and get away from de
nominational concepts. 

I recently received a document stating churches 
should not use multiple cups at the Lord's Table. I 
am amazed. The church had at least 3,000 to partake 
that first Sunday, 5;000 or more by the second Sun
day, and scholars claim the church in Jerusalem may 
have had as many as 25,000 members in just a short 
time. If so, a number three washtub would not have 
been large enough for "one cup. People don't seem 
to think. I know there were a few "house churches," 
but I also know of many passages that tell us the 
church grew in places by "multitudes." Church 
buildings have been discovered from a time close to 
the first century. Their walls were inscribed with 
New Testament scriptures and they had a baptistry 
large enough for immersions. In 1 Corinthians 11, 
Paul uses many phrases about "when the whole 
church comes together," "when ye come together in 
the church," "when the whole church comes to
gether into one place," etc. I doubt he was talking 
about "house churches" and small gatherings. There 
is nothing in the New Testament that limits the size 
of a congregation, and to meet together in one place 
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certainly implies we need a place to meet together. 
The "anti-Bible school" folks were right, how

ever, when they said our people would turn over the 
teaching of the Bible to their children to the "Sunday 
School." If all the Bible our children get comes from 
Sunday school class, no wonder we have raised a 
generation of biblical ignoramuses. Our atheistic 
public schools have them more in six weeks than we 
have them in Bible classes in six years. The scriptures 
must be taught to our children, "talking of them, 
when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou Iiest down, and 
when thou risest up (Deut. 11: 19). Furthermore, it is 
the father's primary responsibility. Paul said, "Ye fa
thers ... bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). There is no greater need in 
the church today than men who know the book and 
teach it to their children. 

At least part of our problems today stems from 
our colleges and universities. I gave up in my attempt 
to continue my own schooling when the "Christian 
School" I enrolled in sent me to denominational 
writers. I thought, "Don't we have Ph.D.s who are 
sound in the faith that could write our textbooks? 
Why do we have to depend on denominational writ
ers? Are all our Ph.D.s stupid?" I don't think so. 

It seems we need much more study and thinking 
as we continue in our efforts to make the church as 
the New Testament outlines (and I have not touched 
on the teaching needed today about Christian living). 
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The Community Church Views 
By E. Claude Gardner, Ph.D. 

Change agents in the church find it comfort
able to begin community churches, which is a 
door into apostasy. They feign to abandon sec

tarianism but the result is the founding of another de
nomination. The battle cry is "inclusivism" but even 
then they place parameters and restrictions because 
they do not embrace all religions- Jewish, oriental, 
voodoo, etc. The concept is supposed to be all encom
passing. The practice is to exclude some groups or 
classes. 

A national organization celebrated its 50th Anni
versary in 2000. It is The International Council of 
Community Churches with headquarters at 211 16 
Washington Parkway, Frankfort, Ill. 60423-31 12, 
E-Mail: ICCCC60423@aol.com, and the Executive 
Director is Michael E. Livingston. 

A community church may affiliate with it by sub
scribing to its principles and making an offering -
$365 is the recommended initial offering. "The 
Council welcomes all ecumenically-minded and free
dom-affirming communities of faith ." 

Donna M . O'Sullivan, Associate for Administra
tion wrote on August 21, 2000 about its purpose and 
principles. 

Our Council seeks to advance the reconciling 
work of God by working for the unity of the 
Church, while honoring the right of individual 
conscience and the freedom of individual con
gregations to determine their worship and gov
ernment. The uni ty we seek within the Church 
and the human family is one which does not in
sist on uniformity but appreciates diversity, and 
does not prescribe creeds but encourages truth 
seeking dialogue. 

Being ecumenical it affiliates with the National 
Council of Churches, USA, World Council of 
Churches, and Consultation on Church Union. 

From its 50th Anniversary publication there are 
numerous quotations which those who have gone 
from us to community churches would accept. Such as: 

Thus the Council has come to know itself as a 
dialogical communion rather than a confessional 
or creedal one. 

The Community Church Movement is a spiri
tual movement and the Council would never 
come into being were it not for the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The variety of worship life in the Community 
Church Movement and the Council's witness to 
a determination that the riches of the full Chris
tian heritage will not be lost. We may immerse at 
baptism like Baptists, but also sprinkle, as do the 
Presbyterians. 

In general a Community Church may be de
scribed as a congregation in which denomina
tional loyalties have been made subservient to 
the local re ligious program, in which tolera
tion of religious opinion is coupled with ear
nest faith in Jesus Christ, and in which Chris
tianity is thought of as involving a program 
of character-building and community service 
(Orvis j ordan). 

The In ternational Council of Community 
Churches is post-denominational. 

True unity come5 by accepting the authority of 
Christ and his teaching. 
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Unity 
By E. Claude Gardner, Ph.D. 

Many plans of religious unity have been pro
posed with fruitless results. Some have 
brought about union and mergers but 

not Bible unity. One agency that has existed since 
1930 has as its goal to promote unity in the 
"Stone-Campbell Movement." It is called "The 
World Convention of Churches of Christ" and is 
composed of Disciples of Christ (Christian), Chris
tian Church (Independent), and Churches of Christ 
(a cappella). The headquarters is 1101 19th Ave. 
South, Nashville, Tenn. 37212. 

Every four years it holds a world-wide conven
tion. In 2000 it was in Brisbane, Australia and in 
2004 it will be in Brighton, England Quly 28-August 
1). 

It has an organization that is refl ective of the 
membership of the three groups, but not necessarily 
representative of the groups. Listed in the current 
quarterly are members of the churches of Christ in 
the USA. 

In the Third/Fourth Quarter 2000 bulletin is a 
summary of the Australia gathering. From 34 coun
tries there we re 2540 registrants. The keynote 
speaker was Robert Schuller. For the Choir "clinic" 
and for the Peter Ainslie Lecture the speaker was 
Mike Armour. Carol Preston was the morning key
note speaker. "The High School choir from Redlands 
College, Convention Choir, a choir from Vanuatu, 
the Gospel Movers from Z imbabwe and Idea of 
North all prepared us for and helped us to worship. 
(Redlands College is a prestigious Christian School 
established and managed by a cappella Church of 
Christ members in Brisbane; we were thrilled with 
the support for this convention service from the a 
cappella Churches of Christ in Brisbane.) As a means 
of showing that all members of our global family 
were welcome, the Sunday morning service was a 
cappella - a new and positive experience fo r many 
'instrumental' folks." 

After Brisbane the Convention proposes to "Cel
ebrate the unity-in-diversity we have in Christ in our 
local congregations." (Outlaw rigidity, uniformity, le
galism, exclusion.) 

It also promotes the "confession of sin" and "af-
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firmation of faith" as presented in June 2000 by the 
Stone-Campbell Dialogue signed by 17 persons in
cluding those of churches of Christ - Mike Armour, 
Douglas Foster, Jimmy Stites, and Phillip Morrison. 
The Council on Christian Unity has a web page, 
www.disciples.org/ ccu/ documents. 

What these misguided men must realize is the 
only plan of unity that will be acceptable must be 
based on the New Testament (Eph. 4:3-6; 1 Cor. 
1:10). 
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Stepping Stones of Repentance 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

To admit guilt and repent is hard and depress
ing. Repentance is a hard-to-obey command 
because it is always an admission of guilt, and 

has to do with the human will. 
If there is no repentance, there is no salvation. 

We repent or we perish (Luke 13:3 ). Repentance is 
part of the process that blots out sins (Acts 3: 19). It 
is a command of the Almighty (Acts 17:30-31). It is 
in the plan of salvation (Acts 2:38). It comes before 
salvation (Acts 2:38; 3:19) and after salvation (Acts 
8:20-22; 1 John 1:8-10; Rev. 2:5; 2:16; 3:19). 

Step One 
People must first recognize and acknowledge that 
they have sinned before they can or will do anything 
about it. Jehovah God said to the Jews, "Behold, I 
will enter into judgment with thee, because thou say
est, I have not sinned" Qer. 2:35). 

As long as people fail to see their sin, they will 
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not seek help. This is where knowledge comes in. 
The problem must be brought to light. The gospel 
must be preached for sinners to repent (1 Cor. 1:21; 
James 1:18). Until we know ourselves to be lost, we 
will not seek salvation. 

Step Two 
"For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salva
tion" (2 Cor. 7:10). Notice the text says "godly sor
row" leads to repentance. Remorse is not repentance 
but it leads to repentance. 

"Godly" sorrow takes God into consideration -
and is an admission that all our sins, at bottom, are 
against God (Psa. 51:4). If we would be saved, we 
must come brokenhearted to God. 

For thus saith the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the hean of 
the contrite (lsa. 57: 1 5). 

God said about Judah, "Thou refusedst to be 
ashamed" Uer. 3:3). Zephaniah 3:5 states, "The un
just knoweth no shame." We must be ashamed of our 
sin. Guilt feelings are positive for us because they help 
create within our heart a desire to be like our Heav
enly Father (Matt. 5:48; Eph. 5:1; 1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

Paul said, "The goodness of God leadeth thee to 
repentance" (Rom. 2:4 ). Here is another factor that 
leads one to repent. Godly sorrow and one's realiza
tion of God's goodness leads one to repent. But, they 
are not repentance. 

On the Day of Pentecost after Peter preached his 
first gospel sermon, the text says, "They were 
pricked in the heart" (Acts 2:37). This shows two 
necessary things. One is that they recognized their 
sin and a second is that they had "godly sorrow." 
They were told to repent (Acts 2:38), showing that 
being pricked in the heart may lead to repentance, 
but it is not repentance. 

Step Three 
The next step is "to change one's mind," which is re
pentance. It is an act of mind - a decision to stop 
doing wrong and begin doing right. 
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Step Four 
A change of the mind results in a change of life. If 
one does not change his life, he has not really re
pented. The rulers of the Jews "believed on" Jesus, 
but they were not going to do anything about it 
Uohn 12:42-43). Since they had no reformation, 
they had no true repentance. 

Isaiah 55:7 states, "Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let 
him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon." 

An Example 
The Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15 provides 
a clear example of the steps of repentance. 

1. "But when he came to himself " - he recog
nized his situation that he had been living in sin 
(Luke 15: 17). 

2. "I have sinned against heaven"- godly sor
row- "I am no more worthy to be called thy son" 
-remorse (Luke 15:18-19). 

3. "I will arise and go to my father"- change of 
mind (Luke 15:18). 

4. "And he arose, and came to his father"- he 
did something about his sin (Luke 15 :20). 

Conclusion 
If the reason for people being sorrowful or repenting 
is not scriptural and right, then the repentance is not 
valid . God does not accept it. People must be con
vinced that they have done wrong in the sight of 
God. They must be convinced that they violated the 
law of God. They must "bring every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 1 0:5}. 
Jesus is the author of eternal salvation only to those 
who obey him (He b. 5 :9}. The impenitent are un
done! 4642 Royal Crest 
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How Great Thou Art 
By Elmer Padgett 

The thought of God is awesome. His powerful, 
living, penetrating word is also awesome. I 
would as soon take the name of God in vain 

as to belittle his word. 
When we come together to worship, we show 

disrespect to hem by not paying attention to his 
word that is being taught. We should cling and hold 
fast to every precious word of God. 

First, God is omnipotent. "For, lo, he that 
formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and 
declareth unto man what is his thought; that maketh 
the morning darkness, and treadeth upon the high 
places of the earth- Jehovah, the God of hosts, is 
his name" (Amos 4:13). 

Second, God is omniscient. "He declareth unto 
man what is His thought." God knows what is in 
man. He knows all that the mind of man can devise, 
and invent, from generation to generation. 

Third, God is omnipresent. "That maketh the 
morning darkness and treadeth upon the high places 
of the earth." God is everywhere; the omnipresent 
God steps on the mountains as we step on stones of 
the walk leading to our door. 

Fourth, "The Lord, the God of hosts is His 
name." He is the God of battle; it is a calamitous 
mistake to choose God for an opponent or in any 
situation to be on the opposite side from God. 

When we come together for worship services it 
should be in the right frame of mind. Our thoughts 
should be upon the greatness and power of the Al
mighty and his love for us in that he carefully pre
pared the world in which we live. He created this 
world for our enjoyment and pleasure and the fact 
that he gave his only begotten Son to prepare the 
way for our redemption only adds to the great debt 
we owe our Creator. 

None of us can know God as well as we would 
like. Our minds simply cannot grasp the true great
ness of the nature of God. "For My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts" (lsa. 
55:89). 

Worshiping God with reverence and godly fear is 
extremely important because the Bible tells us that 

God is a consuming fire, ever a jealous God (Heb. 
12:29; Deut. 4:24). We should not only worship 
God with reverence but we should teach our chil
dren to do likewise. 

God is kind and loving, but he expects us to obey 
his laws and if we fail to do so, we will be punished. 
Some think of God as an indulgent grandfather-type 
who will put his arms around us and overlook our 
sinful ways regardless of what we say or do. 

In 1 Chronicles 13:10 we are taught that the an
ger of the Lord burned against Uzziah and God 
struck him down because he put out his hand to 
touch the ark. Uzziah died! 

In Acts 5: 1-11 we read of Ananias and Sapphira 
who were struck dead because they lied to God. 

Reverence and fear of God will eliminate the dis
tracting human innovations in public worship that 
are tearing some churches apart. When we focus on 
God's holiness, greatness, and goodness, froth and 
nonsense will evaporate like fog in the morning sun. 

Fear of God will result in strict obedience, which 
glorifies and magnifies his holy name. It is this con
temptible casualness about everything, especially 
about things that are holy and sacred, this is simply 
destroying us. We need to get hold of it now. 
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A Simple Plan 
By Randy Reagan 

D uring the time of Elisha the prophet, there 
was a Syrian commander by the name of 
Naaman, known for his valor and consid

ered a great and honorable man by the king of Syria 
(2 Kings 5: 1). The Bible says that because of 
Naaman, God had granted victory to the Syrians. 
However, Naaman was also a leper. Leprosy was in
curable. There was no person that existed that could 
cure Naaman of his leprosy. 

During one of his raids into Israel, a young Isra
elite girl had been captured and assigned to 
Naaman's wife as a servant. Noting that Naaman 
was a good man, the Israelite girl told his wife that 
there was a man in Israel who could cure Naaman of 
his leprosy. When Naaman's wife told him, he imme
diately went to the king of Syria who gave him per
mission to go and seek out this man who could cure 
his leprosy. 

When Naaman came to the man of God to cure 
him, he was simply told to go dip or plunge in the 
Jordan River seven times. This simple set of instruc
tions sent Naaman into a rage. He stormed off in an
ger exclaiming, "Indeed, I said to myself, 'He will 
surely come out to me, and stand and call on the 
name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over 
the place, and heal the leprosy. Are not the Abanah 
and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them 
and be clean?" (2 Kings 5:11-12 NKJV). Naaman 
was expecting something grand and glorious, a big 
show, or a spectacle that would accompany his 
cleansing and absent such, was unwilling to do that 
which he had simply been instructed to do. 

Fortunately for Naaman, there were some in his 
party with more common sense. The Bible says he 
was approached by his servants who said, 'My father, 
if the prophet had told you to do something great, 
would you not have done it? How much more then, 
when he says to you, 'Wash, and be clean'?" (2 Kings 
5:13). 

Naaman quickly came to his senses and the Bible 
says he went to the Jordan and dipped seven times 
just as he had been commanded. The result was just 
as Elisha had promised. "So he went down and 
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dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the 
saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored 
like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean" (2 
Kings 5:14) 

There are several important observations con
cerning this story. First, what God instructed 
Naaman to do was a very simple solution to a very 
complex problem. Man could not do anything to 
help Naaman and his condition. Without God's in
tervention, Naaman would be a leper the rest of his 
life. Second, if Naaman had refused to do the very 
simple act God had commanded him to do in exactly 
the way that God had commanded him, Naaman 
would have been a leper the rest of his life. It was 
only in precise and complete obedience to God's 
commandments that Naaman was cleansed of his in
curable disease. 

My friends, we were in a situation very similar to 
Naaman's. We were dead in our sins and trespasses 
(Eph 2: 1) with but one way to be made alive. Man 
could not cure us of our condition. The blood of 
bulls and goats could not help us (Heb. 10:4). We 
were without hope (1 Chron. 29:15; Job 7:6). 

God came up with a plan, a simple plan, to take 
care of this hopeless condition. He offered his Son as 
the perfect sacrifice for my sins and then gave me a 
simple way to cleanse those sins away (Heb. 10:12). 
The Lord was very specific concerning his require
ments for becoming a Christian and how we "get 
into Christ." "For as many of you as were baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). It is in 
Christ that the dead are made alive. It is through our 
obedience to God in baptism that we are washed 
clean. "And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justi-
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fied in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God" (1 Cor. 6:11). The Hebrew writer said, 
"Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water" 
(Heb. 10:22). As Jesus revealed himse lf to the 
apostle John in the vision of Revelation he said, ''And 
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 
from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the 
earth. To him who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood" (Rev. 1 :5). Later in this same 
book as heaven in opened and we see the saints gath
ered round the throne, we see the condition under 
which they have entered heaven. ''And I said to him, 
Sir, you know. So he said to me, "These are the ones 

Come study with us ... 

who come out of the great tribulation, and washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb (Rev. 7:14) . 1 John 1:7 says, "But if we walk in 
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cleanses us from all sin." 

It makes no sense at all that some choose not to 
follow God's simple plan for our redemption and 
cleansing from the sin in our lives. Nonetheless, fail
ure to follow God's commandments would leave us 
in the exact condition Naaman would have found 
himself in had he chosen to disobey God; without 
hope of ever being made whole and clean. 
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(The following study is a compilation of information together with some observations based on scripture. 
We hope you find the discussion stimulating and helpful.) 

Demons 

N o one knows what a demon is for sure -
there are many guesses, but no plain state
ment in the Bible, nor in literature, nor in 

lexicons that settle the question. 

The word translated "demon" in our English 
Bibles (wrongly translated "devils" in the King 
James Version- there is but one devil, but many 
demons) is said to be of Greek origin. Some 
etymologists say the original Greek word meant 
"to discriminate, to know," therefore a knowing 
one. Aristotle was called a demon because of 
his great learning (Demonology, an address by 
A. Campbell, printed in Millennia/ Harbinger, 
1841, p. 457££). 

Pagan authors of note affirm the opinion that de
mons were the spirits or ghosts of dead men (Ibid). 

Josephus said, "Demons are the spirits of wicked 
men, who enter into living men and destroy them." 
Philo wrote, "The souls of dead men are called de
mons" (Ibid). 

Justin Martyr, Ireneus, Origen, according to 
Lardner, taught demons are the souls of dead men 
(Ibid). 

The demons of pagans, Jews, and Christians 
were ghosts (spirits) of dead men, and might take 
possession of men's living bodies (Ibid). 

Jesus allowed that an evil spirit could enter a 
man and, if cast out, would wander through dry and 
waterless places and finding no rest return to the 
house from which he had been evicted. If the un
clean spirit found the house empty, he could take up 
an abode there bringing with him seven spirits more 
evil than himself and the last state of the man would 
be worse than the first (Matt. 12:43-46). Jesus did 
not use the word demon in this statement, but he 
does say that there was a time when an evil spirit 
could inhabit a living human. The house would be 
the body of a living person and therefore one who 
had soul and spirit. Into such a one eight evil spirits 
might enter and torment him. Parables are not 
founded on fiction but upon truth. The cast out de
mon would pass through dry and waterless places -
that is, would be in torment and therefore earnestly 
desire to enter another life form, asking to live in 
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swine rather than endure the misery of the dry and 
waterless places. 

Unclean spirits are said to cry "with a loud 
voice" (Acts 8:7). They fell down before Jesus and 
confessed him to be the Son of God (Mark 3:11). 
Jesus charged them not to make him known (Mark 
3:12). Unclean spirits came out of a man and entered 
into swine (Mark 5:13). 

The Jews were to execute "one that useth divina
tion, one that practiseth augury, or an enchanter, or a 
sorcerer, or a charmer, or a consulter with a familiar 
spirit, or a wizard, or a necromancer" (Deut. 18:10-
11). The existence of this law implies demoniacal in
fluence in living humans. It was not a trope - a fic
tion, but was real, otherwise such severe punishment 
would not be justified (Ibid). 

There have been imitators and pretenders to 
such powers - imposters and hypocrites in necro
mancy, witchcraft, and divination, as well as in ev
erything else. The genuine is often counterfeited. 
False wonder workers prove that there were true 
miracles and true prophets. The pretence of necro
mancy, witchcraft, and divination, is also a proof that 
there were once true necromancers, wizards, and di
viners. 

Miracles of divine origin were always superior to 
miracles of demoniac origin. God is greater than Sa
tan. In the case of Moses confronting Pharaoh in 
Egypt, the rods of Aaron and Moses became ser
pents; but so did the rods of the Egyptian sorcerers 
(Ex. 7:9-12). God through Aaron and Moses turned 
the water of the Nile into blood, but the magicians of 
Egypt did "in like manner" (Ex. 7:17-22). The 
power of Jehovah produced frogs, but the wise men 
of Egypt did the same (Ex. 8 :2-7). When the power 
of God turned dust into lice, the sorcerers, magi
cians, and wise men of Egypt gave up - they could 
not do that (Ex. 8:16-17). The power of God was 
shown to be greater than the power of the devi.l. 

The slave girl of Philippi had demon power. The 
spirit of python was called out of her by the superior 
power of God working through Paul (Acts 16: 16-
19). She obtained superhuman knowledge from the 



spirits of the dead. Demons are "knowing ones." She 
acted by demoniacal inspiration. 

Simon, the sorcerer of Samaria, practiced magi
cal arts, whether real or pretended, but the miracles 
confirming the message of Phillip were far grander 
than the demonstrations of Simon (Acts 8:9-13). 

Necromancy (the attempt to gain information 
from the spirits of the dead) is the foundation of 
all divination and was founded on the fact that 
there are demons, which are the spirits of dead men. 
There is real necromancy and there is false necro
mancy. 
. Existence of demons (disembodied human spir

its) proves the existence of a spirit world and denies 
the theory that the only world that exists is the mate
rial world. Atheists say that "death is an eternal sleep 
of body, soul, and spirit, in one common uncon
sciousness of being." The Bible says that there is an 
unseen spirit world where life is unending. 

Demons believe and shudder Uames 2:19). 
Demons asked if Jesus had come to torment them 
before the time (Matt. 8:29). We may wonder why 
the believing, shuddering, confessing demons do 
not repent. If it is true that demons are the spirits 
of people who are now dead, then it would follow 
that their time for repentance is past, and they can
not now cross over the great, fixed gulf that sepa
rates between the saved and the unsaved (Luke 
16:19-31). 

The demon possession of earlier times is no 
longer observed. We have fortune-tellers who fake 
an ability to advise and tell the future, but nothing 
like the unfortunate woman at Philippi. We do not 
see demons entering swine, nor carrying on conver
sations, nor exhibiting characteristics and powers at
tributed to them in the New Testament. Where have 
the demons gone? Do they have power to possess 
mankind as formerly? 

The New Testament tells about how the apostles 
and those empowered by them had a personal en
counter with the chief of all unclean spirits and were 
able to cast out demons, restrain Satanic influence, 
and make inroads upon the power and empire of 
Beelzebub, the Prince of the Demons. 

Jesus said, "But if I by the Spirit of God cast out 
demons, then is the kingdom of God come upon 
you" (Matt. 12:28). 

Jesus also said, upon being told that demons 
were subject to his disciples, "I beheld Satan fallen as 
lightning from heaven" (Luke 1 0: 17-18). Speaking 
of his death, Jesus said, "Now is the judgment of this 

world: now shall the prince of this world be cast 
out" Uohn 12:31). 

Hebrews 2:14, speaking of Jesus, says, "Since 
then the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he 
also himself in like manner partook of the same; that 
through death he might bring to nought him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil." 

John declares, "To this end was the Son of God 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil" (1 John 3:8). 

Jesus "despoiled the principalities and the pow
ers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it" (Col. 2: 15). 

In speaking of the coming of the Spirit of Truth 
upon the apostles that the whole world might have a 
saving gospel, Jesus said, "The prince of this world 
hath been judged" Uohn 16:11). 

Jesus ascended on high and "led captivity cap
tive" (Eph. 4:8). Paul explains that in giving gifts to 
men, Jesus arranged for the once for all faith to be 
delivered that we might be free from the control of 
Satan (See Eph. 4:9-16). 

And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, 
having the key of the abyss and a great chain in 
his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the 
old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years, and cast him 
into the abyss, and shut it, and sealed it over 
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, 
until the thousand years should be finished: af
ter this he must be loosed for a little time (Rev. 
20:1-3). 

The thousand years is the entire Christian age -
from the cross to the second coming. During this 
time Satan and his imps will be bound, but at the end 
of the time may be released for a little time. Satan is 
bound by the power of the living and active word of 
God (See James 4:7). When the Bible is known and 
followed Satan is bound. When the Bible is ignored 
Satan is released. 

Since the triumph of Christ, the devil and the de
mons have been restricted, and we do not have de
mon possession today. The first-century manifesta
tions of demon possession are not evident today. 

Jesus overcame the world -and so can we Uohn 
16:33; 2 Pet. 2:20; 1 John 5 :4). ~~Encamped along 
the hills of light, Ye Christian Soldiers rise. And press 
the battle ere the night shall veil the glowing skies. 
Against the foe, in vales below, let all our strength be 
hurled; Faith is the victory, we know, that overcomes 
the world!" 
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Tulips Blooming Again 
By T. Pierce Brown 

I t seems that every few years there is a recurrence 
of what is known in theological circles as the 
TULIP theory. Basically the acrostic is "Total 

hereditary depravity, Unconditional election, Lim
ited atonement, Irresistible grace, and Perseverance 
of the saints." 

It is unscriptural in every point; yet logically nec
essary if one grants the first assumption and also 
claims that salvation is possible. 

That is, if we are born totally depraved and un
able to think a good thought or do a good deed, then 
if anyone is saved it must depend on God to choose 
that specific person, for it is evident that a totally de
praved person could not choose to do right. So un
conditional election is the only alternative. That is, 
God cannot elect to save a person as a result of any
thing good in the person, for there is nothing good 
in anyone, so he must arbitrarily choose to save a 
specific person if that person is to be saved. Then, 
since a person whose sins were atoned for is the one 
who can and must be saved, God could not atone for 
the sins of the world (1 John 2:2), but only for those 
whom he previously elected to be saved. Thus, there 
must be limited atonement. The fact that the theory 
denies that God wants all to be saved, and loved the 
whole world and atoned for the sins of the world 
does not seem to matter for those who are blinded 
by a theory. 

Then irresistible grace must come into effect, for 
if God chooses the vile, ungodly sinful wretch who 
does not want to be saved, (and he cannot want to 
be, according to the theory), then God must gra
ciously overcome his evil will by a grace that cannot 
be resisted. Once this is accomplished, it would be 
impossible for such a person to be lost, for it is as
sumed that God has purposed and planned for his 
salvation from before the foundation of the world, 
and since God is omnipotent, his will cannot be 
thwarted. 

It is sad to note that there are those connected 
with the Lord's church that have absorbed and 
taught various aspects of this false theory, but one 
cannot logically teach one aspect without teaching 
all of them, for they stand or fall together. Any 
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teacher that teaches that the "fall of mankind" causes 
man to be born inherently evil falls into that trap. 
Many who are considered "sound in the faith" try to 
avoid that by teaching that we are not inherently sin
ful, but only inherit "sinful tendencies" because of 
"the fall." To help you understand what you believe 
about it, we ask you, "What tendency to sin were 
you born with that Adam did not have when he was 
created?" We have been asking that question for al
most 70 years, and have found no one who has an
swered it. We may have "sinful tendencies" but we 
did not inherit them because of the fall of Adam. 

If the tulips start blooming in your yard, you 
need to learn how to cut them down at the roots. If 
you first learn that you did not get your spiritual na
ture from Adam or any other of your ancestors, but 
that "God is the father of spirits" (Heb. 12:9), and 
that "God hath made man upright, but they have 
sought out many inventions" (Eccl. 7 :29) it may go a 
long way in helping to defeat every other point of 
the TULIP theory. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, 1N 38501 

Fp 

RIP - Rex Turner 

Dr. Rex A. Turner Sr. passed away on Tuesday 
January 16, at about 7:30p.m. He suffered a 
stroke and heart attack, and died at Jackson 

Hospital from complications. Brother Turner would 
have been 88 on February 13. 

Brother Turner was founder of Alabama Chris
tian College (now Faulkner University), and Alabama 
Christian School of Religion (now Southern Chris
tian University). He was President of the former for 
30 years and also President of the latter until ill
health forced him to retire in the early nineties. 

His funeral was held at Leak-Memory Funeral 
Home in Montgomery on Friday, January 19, at 
2:00p.m. 



A Report 
(The following information was brought to our attention by a sister in Abilene. The Abilene Reporter-News 

has an internet site [www.reporternews.com] where opinions can be given. A statement on the dangers of ho
mosexuality by Arlie]. Hoover, professor of history at ACU, appeared (Nov. 12, 2000). A repudiation of the 
Hoover statement was printed in the Letters to the Editors section ofThe Reporter-News, Nov. 21,2000. Both 
documents speak for themselves, and for your information, we print both exactly as they appeared.) 

Sexual Morality 
Accept Homosexuality, 

and Other Perversions Follow 
By Arlie J. Hoover 

This summer the Supreme Court cast a slim 5-4 
vote for the right of the Boy Scouts of 
America to exclude homosexuals from its 

ranks. The majority decision appealed to the "right 
of association" to justify the Scouts' policy, a policy 
that had been previously rejected by the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey. 

I was happy to hear of this decision but was dis
tressed that four of the justices did not believe in the 
right of association or at least in the Boy Scouts' 
right of association. I was further distressed when a 
few Eagle Scouts, who disagreed with the decision, 
left the Scouts and denounced it for "bigotry." Since 
when did the right of association become bigotry? 

I don't know the exact answer to that question, 
but it seems to me it started just a few years ago, per
haps three decades ago. 

It started when the homosexual lobby (and make 
no mistake, there is such a lobby) began its work to 
gradually remove homosexual behavior from the list 
of historical sexual perversions. First, it coined a new 
term for the behavior - "gay." Then it searched his
tory to find great men who were of the same lifestyle 
-Alexander the Great, Leonardo da Vinci, John M. 
Keynes. Then it started affirming that the condition 
was hereditary and hence unavoidable, which inci
dentally, reverted to a theory similar to original sin, 
whereas historical liberalism had repudiated this po
sition in favor of free choice and responsibility. 

Homosexual behavior has been branded as a per
version in most of the Western moral and legal 
codes, from Moses to Justinian to Napoleon. If it 

now is accepted as "normal" or "legitimate" behav
ior, are we not on a "slippery slope" toward accept
ing other perversions? 

What other perversions? Well, I can mention 
four of them: incest, having sex with a close relative; 
pedophilia, having sex with a child; bestiality, having 
sex with an animal; and necrophilia, having sex with 
a corpse. 

You are probably shocked. You want to exclaim: 
"Why, I had never heard of these things! Very few 
people engage in such revolting behavior!" Careful. 
We used to think that about homosexuals, until they 
started coming out of the closet. They seem kind of 
"normal" now, don't they? These other perversions 
may be more numerous than you think. 

"Well," you continue, "everyone knows there is a 
clear difference between homosexuality and these 
four perversions." 

Really? What is it? I asked a colleague this ques
tion, and he suggested homosexuality is consensual 
whereas the others are violations of one partner. I 
quickly explained how easy it would be to arrange 
"consent" with a relative, a child or a pet animal. In 
fact, practitioners of these perversions use this very 
argument in their defense. (I'm not certain how you 
would go about getting consent from a corpse.) 

I've tried and tried but can't come up with a dis
tinction between homosexuality and the four perver
sions that might follow in its wake. If we can't estab
lish such a distinction, then we will have to conclude 
that there is none, which means our codes are all 
gone, that all sexual activity is neutral or amoral so 
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long as it is between "consenting partners," some
thing the sexual libertarians have been claiming for 
years. 

Perhaps I should repeat that proposition: All 
sexual activity is neutral or amoral. 

Are you ready to accept that idea? Think hard 
before you answer. 

Are you ready to legitimize these forms of sexual 
activity? Ready for them to become subjects of TV 
programs? Ready to have them depicted in the public 
schools as normal? Ready to see them presented in 
textbooks as legitimate? 

That means, by the way, that future textbooks 
might present the Marquis de Sade as a cultural hero 
- what a transvaluation of values! 

At this point you are ready to scream, "I can't 
possibly believe that these perversions will ever be 
accepted like we are accepting homosexuals. They 
are just too crude and gross and animalistic." 

True, but that was the way we viewed homosexu
ality just a few years ago. 

Remember? 
Arlie J. Hoover teaches history at Abilene Chris

tian University. 
(And now for the letter to the editors.) 

••••• 

Not Voice of ACU 
It is important that readers of this newspaper know 
that Dr. Arlie J. Hoover spoke only for himself in his 
Nov. 12 guest column concerning homosexuality. He 
did not speak, for Abilene Christian University, and 
most certainly he did not speak for Wayne Barnard, 
Angela Brenton, Thorn Lemmons and myself, his col
leagues and co-workers. 

We wish to express our personal disappointment 
with Dr. Hoover's intemperate remarks. In particu
lar, we are pained that persons sincerely struggling 
with sexual issues in their lives might have felt in
sulted and demeaned and therefore less willing to 
seek help or to communicate with people of faith 
about the matter. We are grieved that young Chris
tians struggling with same-sex attraction might feel 
injured by his remarks. 

Our view is that all of us are created in the divine 

Firm Foundation Bound Volume 2000 
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image and therefore deserving of profound respect. 
For those dealing with various sexual issues- and 
for those who have loved ones who are - may we 
say that compassion and understanding characterize 
most members of our academic community. 

Darryl Tippens, Abilene 

(Questions this brings to mind) 
Tippens says Hoover did not speak for ACU, but 

who laid hands on Tippens? Is he claiming to speak 
for the school? The administration? The board of 
trustees? 

Does Tippens have an apology for Romans 1:26-
2 7, where homosexuality is called a perversion, un
natural, vile, unseemly, and deserving of condemna
tion? 

What does Tippens think of the destruction of 
Sodom, and the subsequent use of sodomy as a de
scription of vile sin? 

Does it demean sinners to condemn sin? 
Is Leviticus 18:22 wrong when it calls homo

sexuality an abomination? 
Does 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 teach that "abusers of 

themselves with men" and the "effeminate" shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? 

Should we show profound respect for those who 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Is it wrong to condemn wrong? FF 

YleJto«LBon $muug 
New Commentary 

on Acts of Apostles 
by J. W. McGarvey 

McGarvey's famed commentary is regarded as a classic work. 
It has stood the test of passing years, and continues to be a 
highly respected explanation of the life and times of the 
apostles of the Lord. The "New Commentary on Acts" was 
first published in 1892 when McGarvey was 64 and at the ze
nith of his intellectual strength. For 27 years Professor. Mc
Garvey gave a verse-by-verse study of the book of Acts to the 
senior class of the College of the bible. He was pre-eminently 
a bible teacher. The books is concise and clear. The writing of 
John William McGarvey floods the student with light and en
courages him to walk in it. There is no greater tool for under
standing and applying the majestic lessons of the book of Acts 
than this analysis of the history of the early church as reported 
by the inspired pen of Luke. McGarvey regarded this book as 
his finest and most important work. hard back. 298 pgs. 

$15.00 
$3.75 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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A Tribute to B. C. Carr 
By James Pilgrim 

Saints wept upon learning of the death of B.C. 
Carr, Saturday, January 13, 2001, at the age 
of 82. Brother Carr was one of the purest per

sons this writer has known. 
Though hearts were heavy many Christians re

joiced while remembering him in the service con
ducted Monday, January 15, at the Liberty Church 
of Christ, Dennis, Miss. Larry Sartain led the congre
gation in songs. Tim Spivey, Maurice Davis, Jackie 
Steersman, Ira Y. Rice Jr., and V.P. Black reminded us 
of our beloved brother and shared stories of their as
sociation with him over the years. 

B. C. Carr knew the word of God and could dis
cuss the scriptures with the most learned. He was an 
educator, having fo unded the Florida School of 
Preaching. 

Help! I Need 
a Bulletin Board 
Pat Autrey and Mary Hollingsworth 
How-to book on making effective bulletin 
boards including 1 00 finished bulletin 
board ideas. 108 pgs . 
....................................................... $7.75 

101 Bright Bulletin 
Board Ideas 
Glenda Lee 
Based on Bible verses with simple 
illustrations to encourage all who see 
them. Decorating bulletin boards will be 
a breeze. Good for classrooms, halls, 
entry ways. 109 pgs . .................... $8.00 

Science 
Bulletin Boards 
With A Bible Background 

John Hudson Tiner 

••• • ,, 

Excellent resource for bulletin board ;• .... 0 f ;:~ :'-.... -·(l~ ideas that relate scientific fact to biblical - ·· > f. • 
fact. 58 bulletin board ideas. 139 pgs. ' ~ ., - - -

~ : 7.._!;.1 
····················································· $8.00 .._ ___ __, 

$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
1-800-572-3619 

Brother Carr was a man of character - good, 
gentle, kind, honest, tenderhearted, loving, and for
glVlng. 

He was a gospel preacher, and was "steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, because he knew his labors were not in vain in 
the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). 

If brother Carr could leave one thought with us it 
likely would be, "Be ye followers of me, even as 1 
also am of Christ" (1 Cor. 11:1). 

Thank you, B.C. Carr, for helping so many find 
the strait gate and walk in the narrow way that leads 
to life (Matt. 7 :13-14). 

B.C. Carr is survived by his beloved Sybil. 
P. 0. Box 3022 

Hueytown, AL 35023 

Tennessee Bible College 
"Bible-Centered Higher Education" 

•Two-year 
preacher program 

• B.A. degree 
in Bible 

• M.A. and Ph.D 
in Christian Doctrine 
and Apologetics 

·Approved for 
V.A. benefits 

• Faculty dedicated 
to Bible authority 

• "Set for the defense 
of the gospel" 
Phil. 1:17 

-Is this for you?-

Visit our campus or website for more information 

1616 McCulley Drive 
Cookeville, Tennessee 38506 

www.tn-biblecollege.edu 
(931) 526-2616 • (931) 372-7258 fax 
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The Church of Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered after a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct identity. Christianity was 
originally designed by the Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . ................. $8.99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its •magic ingredient"? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and ils purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ................ $6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs . 
................................................................ $6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons, first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with thought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ................. $5.95 

Roll .Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 

CONTEMPORARY 
CONCERNS 

OF 
OtRlSTIANS 
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Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, frustra
tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $7.95 

Contemporary Concerns 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are discussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling? What is the status of the unbaptized 
dead? What about doctor-assisted death and 
suicide? Should people leaving a congregation 
explain why they are leaving ... and more. 
BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs . ............ $ 10.95 

The Prophet Motive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian evidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use In high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . ... $12.99 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be given much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of brother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
W. B. West Jr. 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West, former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, Is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . .............. $ 9 .99 

Shipping- $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Potpourri ... 
Ptpourri is a rehash of news that impacts mor

als and therefore reli,gion_. It is desi~ned to 
give us a taste of what s gomg on and 1s a her

ald of coming events and issues. 
just when we are safest, there's a sunset-touch, 
A fancy from a flower-bell, some one's death, 
A chorus-ending from Euripides, 
And that's enough for fifty hopes and fears 
As old and new at once as Nature's self, 
To rap and knock and enter in our soul. 

Well, another month and because of this another 
30 days of idiosyncrasy, which dramatically prove 
that "all finite things reveal infinitude." 

Counter-hugs 
\?lTwo eighth-grade girls were punished at a 

Euless, Texas, junior high school after a hallway hug. 
They said the hug was friendly, not sexual; the princi
pal said hugging could lead to other things and create 
peer pressure for students who may not want that type 
of contact. "They just don't need to put their hands on 
each other, because they could get in trouble," he said 
(U.S. News & World Report, Dec. 4, 2000). 

All llew 2001 VBS Series 
From Lambert 

Order Hits Mowt 

VBS Kits contain samples 
of student workbooks, 
teacher manuals, and 
most supplementary 

materials. 
iiii;;iiilill•• •"' (Visual Aids are not included In kit.) 

I rJJe{ieve In Jesus 
Lesson 1 -Jesus' Miracle of the Fishes 
Lesson 2- Jesus Heals the Nobleman's Son 
Lesson 3- Jesus Stills a Great Storm 
Lesson 4- Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 
Lesson 5- Jesus Raises Lazarus 

-Written and published by faithful members of the Lord's Church-

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call1-800-551-8511 for your closest bookstore. 

Visit our web site: www.lambertbookhouse.com 

Literati 
\?~A feminist professor says reading aloud to one's 

children is an act of violence that represses the young, 
forcing them into the jail of patriarchy and cultural 
structure. Children are unaware of this abuse, says 
Peggy Kamuf of the University of Southern California, 
because the psychic pain involved is so great that their 
memory is repressed (U.S. News & World Report, Dec. 
4, 2000). 

Puberty? 
t?lin an interview with the Advocate, a 

homosexual-magazine, Bill Clinton described himself 
as oppressed, just like gays and blacks. During the 
Lewinsky scandal and impeachment, gays and blacks 
stuck with him because "people who've been targeted, 
who've been publicly humiliated and abused, I think 
identified with what's going ... the whole thing was 
just a vehicle to try to find some last, desperate way to 
undermine the result to two elections ... and the fact 
that I tried to be a president for all the people who had 
been left out (U.S. News & World Report, Dec. 4, 
2000). 

Unanswerable 
t9> David Barry (Miami Herald), tongue-in-cheek, 

said: "I argue very well. Ask any of my remaining 
friends. I can win an argument on any topic. People 
know this and steer clear of me at parties. Often, as a 
sign of their great respect, they don't even invite me." 

Watch Your Mouth 
@In Fort Worth, Texas, guidance counselor Seth 

Shaw was suspended for making an offensive remark 
to another school district employee. The woman had 
dropped by Shaw's school to set up some sexual ha
rassment workshops. He allegedly greeted her by 
saying, "Hello, good looking" (Reason, Dec. 2000). 

Be Quiet 
@A federal judge ruled that a Virginia law requir

ing students in public schools to observe a moment of 
silence does not violate the U.S. Constitution. "The 
one minute of silence act is constitutional, the act was 
enacted for a secular purpose, does not advance or 
inhibit religion, nor is there excessive entanglement 
with religion," said Judge Claude Hilton. The ACLU 
says it will appeal (World magazine, Nov. 11, 2000). 
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Babies Don't Count 
®Just before boarding a plane for London to 

visit her boyfriend, Kelly Angell entered a restroom 
and delivered her own baby, severing the umbilical 
cord with her fingernail. She placed the newborn "in 
the toilet." 

A cleaning woman heard the infant's cries and 
saved the baby's life. Ms. Angell was standing in line 
to board the London flight .. . wearing bloodstained 
jeans and fumbling with a bottle of pain medicine ... 
when she was arrested. 

A federal judge found her guilty of child aban
donment and sentenced her to 17 months' probation 
and counseling. 

The baby's father, Graeme Clifon, a 21-year-old 
computer science student at East Anglia University in 
Norwich, England, said, "I don't want to say any
thing at the moment. I just want to get on with my 
life" (World, Nov. 2000). 

Religious Right 
®According to the Chicago Tribune, Nov 17, 

2000, item sent to us by Earl Davis, professing Chris
tians were not as ineffective as the major media 
would have us believe. The religious right, we are 
told, was "quietly working beneath the radar." Here 
is the record for House candidates who had the sup
port of the religious movement: 

• In contests for open seats, 18 won and 3 lost 
• Among incumbents, 70 won and 2 lost 
Hey, not bad for a ship that was supposed to be 

dead in the water (Chicago Tribune, Nov 17, 2000). 

Stamp 
{?lThe U.S. Postal Service has announced plans to 

issue a postage stamp next year to recognize the 
Muslim holiday of Eidal-Fitr or Festival of Breaking 
the Fast, that ends the annual fasting month of 
Ramadan (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 17, 2000). 

When will we get a stamp honoring tribal reli
gions such as Vodun, Candomble, Lucumi, Macumba, 
Voodoo, Bodoun, and Yoruba? 

No Sodomites 
®The Lutheran national council rejected a pro

posal to loosen its ban on clergy living in committed 
homosexual relationships (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 17, 
2000). 

Tolerance 
®John Grondelski, who teaches Christian Ethics 

at Seton Hall University, says we should not take it ly
ing down: "One hears endless calls for tolerance and 

24 ~ir%uF~nd;~~~ 

civility. But those calls invariably ask Christians to be 
tolerant and civil about being gagged in public life. No 
one seems to ask, in the name of pluralism, that the 
atheist tolerate the nativity scene at Christmas." 

faith 
t?l"I am a Christian because Christianity makes 

more sense of more facts than any other way of think
ing I know of." That is not the whole reason for being 
a Christian by any means, but it is a supporting consid
eration. 

Writer and Reader 
{'tiThe Council for Social Communications says 

communicators "attempting to meet their responsi
bilities deserve audiences conscientious about theirs." 

Hard working writers have a right to equally 
hardworking readers. 

In this journal we never had occasion to com
plain about the quality of our readers, though we 
would always like more of you. 

Jesus is a model for communicators: In his com
munications he showed respect for his listeners, sym
pathy for their situation and needs, compassion for 
their suffering, and determination to tell them what 
they needed to hear - he was crucified. 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



Momma Don't Allow 
CIFormer Deputy District Attorney David 

Milton, using the Bible in the closing arguments of a 
successful1985 death penalty prosecution in Los An
geles, said, "You are not playing God. You are doing 
what God says." A federal appeals court threw out 
the sentence because, it said, the use of the Bible by 
the prosecutor violated the defendant's rights 
(World, Nov. 18, 2000). 

Marriage 
~lThe Christian Declaration of Marriage, signed 

at the U.S. Catholic bishops' fall conference, defines 
marriage as, "a holy union of one man and one 
woman" and calls for "a stronger commitment to 
this holy union." The declaration condemned "re
versing the course of our culture." It was signed by a 
number of religious leaders. 

One of the signers of the declaration, Robert 
Edgar, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches, withdrew his signature, saying, "it (the 
declaration) could be interpreted as an attack on ho
mosexual couples" (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 18, 2000 
-thanks again to Earl Davis). 

Do you remember what godly service was done 
to the nation of Judah by Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Jo
siah? (See 1 Kings 15:12; 1 Kings 22:46; 2 Kings 
23:7}. 

Fast or Flee 
CIThe government of Saudi Arabia warned that it 

would deport non-Muslims who eat, drink or smoke 
in public during the Islamic fasting month of 
Ramadan (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 24, 2000). 

Ramadan, by the way, is from an Arabic word 
meaning "dryness," or, more commonly, "the hot 
month," but it comes at present in mid-winter. 

fxorkismose 
@The Vatican has ordered a stop to exorcisms 

and healings during Mass in a bid to limit the growth 
of "charismatic" or "nee-pentecostal" movements. 

The ban, which was signed by the Pope's chief of 
doctrine, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, appeared espe
cially aimed at the type of populist healing sessions 
presided over near Rome by a controversial African 
Archbishop, Emmanuele Milirigo. 

The document attacked "sensationalist and hys
terical'' movements where crowds gathered "in ex
pectation of a miracle." It said that while every 
Catholic could pray for someone to be healed, this 
could only be done in a holy place under the guid-

ance of an ordained person. 
(Firm Foundation comment: The miracles of the 

first century do not occur anywhere in the world to
day, nor have they occurred since the apostolic age. If 
we had such miracles today, the dead would be 
raised, hospitals would be empty, and doctors would 
be in the unemployment line. God heals today 
through natural means and not by supernatural 
power. We are thankful for people with medical skills, 
drugs, the recuperative force of the human body, and 
faith by which means God heals the sick today -
treating all exactly alike, for he is no respecter of per
sons. Let us pray for the infirm.) 

The British 
<~The London Telegraph, Dec. 15, 2000, reports 

that The Guide Association, which created contro
versy when it changed its oath so Guides no longer 
promise "to do my duty to God", has brought out a 
new handbook that banishes the word marriage. 
(Baden-Powell formed The Guide Association 90 
years ago as an alternative the Girl Scouts.) 

The recently published program for the senior 
section of the Guides envisages all girls having "part
ners" and diminishes the role of the Church. Tradi-

Have you seen the latest way 
to attend a Bible training school? 

VIDEO BIBLE INSTITUTE 
A division of World Video Bible School® 

A complete Bible training school on video 
tape for teachers, preachers, elders or any 
Christian who wants to know the Bible better. 

A self-paced correspondence school with a 
full curriculum emphasizing faithful, conser
vative Bible teaching! 

No tuition • Free Catalog 

Contact us today! 
(5121398-5211 

Fox (512) 398-9493 • worldvbs@corrldor.net 
130 Lantana Lone • Maxwell, Texas 78656 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

The Gospel for Today 
Sermons delivered in a gospel meeting in Port Arthur, Texas 
in 1937, addresses on Adventism, Millennialism, and 
Instrumental Music questions, and various other sermons 
and speeches. Chapters from the original "Certified Gospel" 
have been lengthened to a full discussion of the subjects. 
Additional material on the millennia! movements of Russell
ism, Rutherfordism (Jehovah's Witnesses), and Bollism, the 
premillennialism from Louisville, Ky., once stopped, but 
showing signs of new life. Other new sections deal with the 
Nee-Orthodox Movement with its rash of translations and 
versions of so-called new Bibles; the section on the Mission 
and Medium of the Holy Spirit; the section on controversies 
that has been labeled "Current Issues." Brother Wallace 
believed that the church is in a squeeze between "anti-ism" 
and the liberal elements of "modernism." The sections 
dealing with these controversies seek to clarify the issues 
and point out the path of truth. 
BKAM03 hardback 736 pgs ...............................•......•.. 29.95 

God's Prophetic Word 
12 chapters: The Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; The Church Age; 
The Throne of David; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Imminent?; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Premillennial?; Seventh Day Adventism- Its Origin and Its 
Errors; The Consequences of Premillennialism; Anglo
lsraelism; Excursus on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the 
appendix, "Passages from the Pioneers" provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premillennialism and to help 
guard the church against this insidious doctrine. 
BKAM07 paperback 573 pgs . ...................................... 18.95 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

A comprehensive treatment of the issues concerning the 
second coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some connect with that event. 
BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs ....................................... 17.95 

The One Book 
Divided into over 244 topics, overflowing with information. 
Topics include: Exodus, Type and Antitype; The Shadow of 
Things to Come; What the Holy Spirit Does, Character and 
Mission of Samson; The Gospel in a Nutshell; Prayer and 
Salvation; Is an Alien a Sinner?; The Sin That Has No 
Forgiveness; The Most Prolific Source of Infidelity; Choosing 
by Faith; Fools for Christ's Sake; The Success and Failure of 
the Gospel; The Refuge of Lies; On Fasting; Formula for 
Elders; Use of Word Children/Child; Rule by Elders or 
Committees?; Gospel of 10 Words; Misapplied Passages; 
Scriptural Argument Against Dancing; Jude's Abbreviated 
Exhortation; Seven Controverted Questions, and many more. 
BKAM06 hardback 528 pgs ......................................... 24.95 

$4.00 shipping snd handling for one book 
sdd .75 for each additions/ book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25%sales tax 
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tionalists said the handbook, Look Wider, changed 
the ethos of the movement "dramatically" and was 
more likely to dissuade young women from joining 
the section than encourage them. 

The row comes two weeks after Tessa Jowell, the 
minister for employment and women, said the Gov
ernment should not promote marriage as the ideal 
context for bringing up children because it would 
make the offspring of single or cohabiting parents 
feel inferior. 

The handbook, which has a front-page picture of 
a Guide wearing a ring through her nose, also in
cludes a color photograph of another girl holding up 
an unrolled ribbed condom. 

Associate Press 

{9lNEW YORK (Nov. 30, 2000 ) - "Queer as 
Folk," and upcoming TV sitcom, is bluntly, blatantly, 
brashly a show about gay life. Showtime hopes it will 
become a hit. And when it launches the 22-episode 
series. This much will be certain: "Queer as Folk" 
puts a startling new spin on "Must-See Tv." 

Here, made public, are the private lives of four 
pals managing their 20s in and out of Pittsburgh's 
gay scene. And as one of them tells the viewer at the 
outset, "It's all about sex." 

That's Michael speaking. He's the self-described 
"semi-cute boy next door" who acts as the series' 
narrator and tour guide. But like most men, he en
gages in far less sex than in wistful talk about it. The 
same goes for Ted, whose sweet gloominess nicely 
complements Michael's wry sparkle. 

Faring better with Eros, Emmett is a 
proud-to-be-one queen who trills, "I'd rather my 
flame burn bright, than be some puny little pilot 
light." 

But Brian humbles them all. Unlike them, he has 
a high-powered job (at an advertising agency) . He 
has a fancy bachelor's loft. 

More to the point, he is gorgeous, imperial and 
sulky, and seemingly can lasso any male he wants, 
whether it's some hotshot at his favorite disco, 
Babylon, or a client and family man he targets in the 
lavatory after their business meeting. 

Now add to the mix winsome Justin, a 
high-school boy who latches onto Brian; Melanie 
and Lindsay, a loving lesbian couple whose newborn 
son was conceived in vitro with Brian's seed; and, 
cooking up wisecracks at the diner, Debbie, a blowzy 
confidant who, besides being Michael's mother, 
serves as den mother to the gay crowd he is part of. 



(Comment: Get ready! The homosexuals are ag
gressive, and missionary, and they are out to get your 
kids - by any means, fair or foul. Wise parents will 
agitate for network reform.) 

rrends 
OThere's an experiment going on inside San 

Francisco Theological Seminary. 
Mark Yaconelli, a pioneer in youth ministries, is 

introducing young people to something he says 
they're missing in their homes and churches: spiritu
ality. 

"What young people long for is not to be told 
about God," says Yaconelli, "not to be told about the 
spiritual life but to get a chance to taste it for them
selves." 

So with a $600,000 grant from the Lilly Endow
ment, Yaconelli brings teams of high school students 
here to introduce them to the ways first century 
Christians connected with God. 

They take spiritual pilgrimages just like the early 
Christians. They learn to pray and meditate. 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD·ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large photo
graphic section is included. Titles include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
S. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

-Please include $2.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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And they participate in ancient rituals like foot 
washing, which the Bible says Jesus did for his dis
ciples to illustrate humility and service. 

It's not only Christians, but Muslim and Jewish 
youth as well, who are searching for spiritual mean
ing. 

"They're looking for answers through the 
time-tested lessons of religion," says Lisa Miller of 
Columbia University. 

There are no hard figures, but Miller, who stud
ies religion and youth at Columbia University, says 
there has been a significant rise in religious interest 
among this generation of teenagers. 

"Youth in America are trying to find their place 
in the world and build a life for themselves that is 
meaningful and not simply conducted at the level of 
materialism." 

Last spring, 70,000 Christian teenagers packed 
an arena in Michigan to sign their own Bill of Rights, 
condemning materialism and immorality and affirm
ing "their" commitment to live out spiritual values in 
their schools and communities. 

And on college campuses across the country, 
courses on religion have surged. In some places, there 
aren't even enough classes to fill the student demands. 

Their fast-paced, often troubled worlds, where 
everything from their e-mail addresses to their par
ents may change. Many students are finding the pos
sibility of a lasting relationship with the divine is well 
worth the search. 

(Comment: You can pick out what you like and 
what you don ,t like about this report - what is right 
with it and what is wrong with it - but it does give a 
clue about where our youth are headed and what they 
are thinking. It ain ,t all bad!) 

Religion in America 
0 In a recent Gallup poll, a majority of Ameri

cans said religion is very important in their lives. 
Here is what the poll revealed: 

Very important 61 o/o 
Fairly important 250A> 
Not very important 13% 
No opinion 1% 
(ABCNews.com) 

4nofher Survey 
0 The Roper Center surveys the many surveys 

that have been . done over the years and concludes 
that 93 percent of Americans are "believers" and 7 
percent are "nonbelievers." The survey of the sur
veys also says that 42 percent of the people say that a 

February 2001 27 
Firm Foundation 



politician should be guided by religious principles, 
while 46 percent say religions and politics shouldn't 
miX. 

Go Directly to Jail 
@Harvard University gave Jack Kevorkian, who 

is serving a 10-to-25-year sentence for second-de
gree murder, a Citizens Activist Award. The award 
was given in absentia. The panel that selected 
Kovorkian included actor Ted Danson, feminist Glo
ria Steinem, and Candace Lightner, founders of 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving. 

Population Explosion? 
@The United Nations reported that sixty-one 

countries, including all of Europe, have fertility rates 
below replacement level and this year another nine
teen countries are expected to be added to the list. 
The average rate in Western Europe is now 1.6 chil
dren per woman, and in Eastern Europe it is even 
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Audio Cassette 
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•The Kingdom of Heaven 
•Salvation 
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•The Church of Christ- Its Principles and Plea 
•The Church- Lost and Found 
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• Volume 3 (4 tapes) 
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•The Disciples Prayer 
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• Volume (4 tapes) 
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lower at 1.3. Italy's population is on course to fall by 
28 percent to only forty-one million before the year 
2050. 

Wolves in Sheep Skins 
@"I believe the story of Adam and Eve is one of 

the most theologically and psychologically destruc
tive stores ever written," writes the "pastor" of St. 
Peter's Catholic Church in Chicago's Loop. He ex
plained, "Humans became God's scapegoat. Rather 
than blame our Maker we decided to blame our
selves. A tremendous burden of guilt and shame has 
overshadowed us since ... Rather than risk an imper
fect Creator, we have fashioned ourselves as perpetu
ally rebellious ingrates." 

How can the Catholic Church justify such heresy? 
Well Catholic's have their share of 

addle-brained feel-goodism. 
But the question that hounds me is, How does 

the church of Christ put up with similar attacks on 
basic Bible doctrine? Denials of one church, one bap
tism, and one faith? I guess you could call it Positive 
Thinking for Dummies. Some go so far as to deny 
eternal punishment for impenitent sinners because 
they foolishly think that the doctrine dishonors God. 
"Jehovah knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 
vanity." 

Boy Stouts 
@The editors of the New York Times are cheered 

by the number of institutions that are withholding 
support from the Boy Scouts because that organiza
tion excludes leaders who, it has reason to believe, 
may be homosexually active. The editors say, "In 
today's world, children cannot learn about honor 
from an organization that views homosexuality as a 
moral defect." 

It follows that children cannot learn about honor 
from churches and synagogues. 

fasy Death 
@The Netherlands proposes a new law that would 

allow doctors to kill patients as young as 12 with their 
parents' permission; those 16 and o lder need only 
consult with their parents. There are reports that 
1,000 patients a year are killed without having asked 
for the service (National Review, Dec. 18, 2000). 

Quote 
@Dan Seligman (Forbes) quotes from an un

named Harvard eminence: "People become sociolo
gists because they hate society, and they become 
physiologists because they hate themselves." 



In Dulth 
{9>Amsterdam, Netherlands - AP (Dec. 21, 2000) 

- The Dutch Parliament will begin shifting through 
tomes of law to expunge phrases like "father and 
mother" and "man and woman" after legalizing mar
riage and adoption by gay couples. 

Two bills extending equal rights to same-sex 
couples won endorsement by the upper house on 
Tuesday (Dec. 19). The new law goes into effect April 
2001 and will refer to married couples as "partners." 

The Vatican assailed the law, calling it "a grave 
attack on the family in its natural and Christian 
model." 

As of Det. J9 
®A new Zogby American Values poll shows the 

nation is more conservative than the mainstream me
dia would have you believe. 

• 58 percent want the president to sign a bill 
banning partial-birth abortion. 

• 59 percent want to be able to invest up to 2 
percent of their Social Security payroll taxes in 
stocks and bonds. 

• 56 percent said the U.S. should immediately 
begin an effort to shore up a depleted military. 

PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

What others have said: 
"Penerraring insighr inro rhe very critical problem in 
which change agenrs a re arrempring ro rum rhe church 
of our Lord inro jusr anorher one of rhe many seers. 
This book is a ' musr' for every leader in rhe church." 

"Nor only lays bare rhe disease bur poinrs us ro rhe 
only remedy for a broken brotherhood ... rhe grear 
physician ... much more rhan an expose of false 
reaching .. . porrions deal ing wirh rhe exisrence of God 
and Biblical inspiration are well worrh rhe price of rhe 
book." hardback • 5 28 pgs. 

$19.95 plus $3.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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• 51 percent said it was OK for vouchers to be 
used at private schools run by religious organiza
tions. 

• 70 percent favored better enforcement of cur
rent gun control laws instead of creating new laws. 

lvidente For and Against 
Jonathan Wells, www.iconsofevolution.com, will 

debate Massimo_Pigliucci, Professor of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology at the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, from 5:30 to 7 :00p.m. at the Clarence 
Brown Theatre on the UT campus, Wednesday, Feb. 
14, 2001. Wells and Pigliucci will address the ques
tion: "What is the evidence for and against the mod
ern theory of evolution?" 

The debate, sponsored by the Theatre Depart
ment at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, will 
be immediately followed by a production of "Inherit 
the Wind." Admission to the debate is free; for tick
ets to the play, call 865-974-5161. 

To Our leaders 
@Please do not feel obligated to read every word 

of every issue of this fine paper, as though you might 
be letting the editor down. We put so much in every 
issue on the assumption that not everything will be 
of equal interest to every reader. Our concern is that 
we don't let you down, or the people to whom you 
recommend the Firm Foundation. We will be happy 
to send a sample issue of this journal to people you 
think are likely subscribers. Please send names and 
address to Firm Foundation Publishing House, P.O. 
Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269 (or email to 
had@net.att). Those ready to subscribe please call 
1-800-572-3619. 

A Happy Coincidence 
on a Desert Highway 
and Other Sermons 

by David Pharr 
The reader will find the familiar truth of God clothed in fresh 
thought. Lessons are presented in a manner which will chal
lenge one to want to do better and to be better. 

Preachers will find these lessons valuable for sermon re
search and preparation. They are structured in a manner that 
will cause one to see the truth unfold in a logical and scriptural 
fashion. The benefit for the pulpit and pew is abundant. 

$8.00 plus $2.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
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Supporting 
Immorality 

NewsMax.com 
Thursday, December 28, 2000 

The Federal Government has been shelling out tens 
of millions, hundreds of millions in Social Security 
benefits to accused criminals fleeing from the law. 

According to a report by Fox News: The Social 
Security Administration admits it knows for certain 
that in the past four years alone it has paid wanted 
men and women at least $76 million in Supplemen
tal Secu.!'_ity Income benefits that were designed for 
poor Americans with disabilities. 

That's not all: It's entirely possible, the agency 
admits, that those fleeing justice could be receiving 
an additional $30 million a year in SSI benefits. 

It gets worse: A recent federal audit has revealed 
that the total of SSI benefits going to fugitives since 
1996 could reach as much as $283 million. 

There's more: On top of that $283 million, audi
tors say, there is another $400 million - this time 
from Social Security's main program, which pays se
nior citizens, survivors and disability-insurance ben
efits - that may have been handed out during the sec
ond Clinton-Gore term to some 25,000 fugitives 
charged with all sorts of offenses. 

The grand total- so far: $683 lpillion. 
It doesn't end there: Millions more could very 

well end up in accused felons' pockets.because state 
law-enforcement agencies haven't yet completed lists 
of whom they consider fugitives. 

Here's just one example: Anthony Cummings, 
wanted in Georgia for the rape of a 3-year-old girl, 
collected checks from the Clinton-Gore administra
tion for the full 41 months he was on the lam. 

Want to know how much he was paid? 
Can't tell you, because of the privacy law. 
However, based on the maximum-benefit levels 

at that time, he could have hauled in as much as 
$19,556. 

Following that trail of checks, authorities tracked 
him down in New York City, and he's now serving a 
1 0-year prison sentence. 

SSA hopes a new computer program that com
pares state fugitive files with lists of SSI and other 
Social Security beneficiaries will help stop such abuse. 

It's against federal law for felony fugitives to re
ceive SSI payments, even though the Clinton-Gore 

3 0 ~i::F~nd;~~! 

administration paid out nearly $300 million to them 
in just four years. 

But there's no law whatsoever to stop wanted 
criminals from receiving money from Social Security's 
main programs- senior citizens, survivors and disabil
ity-insurance benefits. 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a re
proach to any people" (Prov 14:34). 

Resped Creator 
NewsMax.com Wires 
December 29, 2000 

Promoting "respect for the creator" in schools as 
part of a character education program does not vio
late constitutional principles separating church and 
state, according to state Attorney General Thurbert 
Baker. 

Baker's official opinion, received Thursday by 
the Georgia Department of Education, also said it's 
not unconstitutional for schools to display posters 
with the motto "In God We Trust." 

The opinion comes five months after People for 
the American Way, a national civil liberties group, 
warned it might sue Lumpkin County over the issue. 
Cobb County school officials also were contacted by 
civil liberties activists asking how they planned to 
-implement the state's character education law, which 
calls for teaching 2 7 traits, including "respect for the 
creator." 

Lumpkin County school officials planned to 
hang posters displaying the words "In God We 
Trust." But the county school board held off pending 
Baker's opinion. 

"We feel the AG's opinion gives local school sys
tems the green light to implement the 'respect for the 
creator' portion of the character education program, 
a,nd if they wish, to display the 'In God We Trust' 
U.S. motto in the public school classroom," said 
Amanda D. Seals, spokeswoman for state School Su
perintendent Linda Schrenko. 

1 udith Schaeffer, deputy legal counsel for People 
for the American Way, said, "We're very disap
pointed in it (the opinion), because it really doesn't 
give school districts the guidance they need." Baker, 
she said, "doesn't leave room for the fact that there 
are people who don't believe in a creator." 

Still, whether a school has crossed the constitu
tional line will depend on how it teaches "respect for 
the creator" or uses the poster, she noted. Baker's 
opinion makes a similar point. FE 



Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

(The following study is interesting and informa
tive. It deals with a subject that causes concern and is 
often agitated. We thought this valuable information 
should be given wider distribution, even though it is 
longer than we usually print in any article.) 

question: Is Jesus a created being? 

Answer: The implications of this question are 
surely shocking to all faithful Christians. There 

is in it the suggestion that some people concede the 
historicity of the Christ of the scriptures, but deny 
that he is uncreated and eternal, and co-existent with 
the Father. This view of the nature of Christ is that 
advocated by those who style themselves Jehovah's 
Witnesses. Since we are to examine it in detail, it is 
well for us to take a brief look into the background 
of those who subscribe thereto. 

The movement had its origin in the efforts of 
Charles T. Russell, usually referred to as "Pastor 
Russell," born in the vicinity of Pittsburgh, Penn., 
and raised to believe the principles and precepts of 
historic Christianity but who, at the age of 20, repu
diated the religion of his parents and became skepti
cal toward all religion. In this state he remained, un
til he began to read the writings of Mrs. Ellen G. 
White, founder of Adventism, from whom he 
adopted his views of the nature of man, future pun
ishment, and other peculiar positions of that alleged 
prophetess; and, from this beginning, launched a 
mighty movement which spread rapidly throughout 
the world, and from which he acquired great wealth 
and much eminence. Headquarters of the movement 
were eventually established in Brooklyn, N.Y., with 
branches in many lands; and from there its mission
aries and literature are sent out to more than one 
hundred countries, and its tenets are preached in ap
proximately that many languages. Its devotees are 
most industrious in the propagation of its distinctive 
doctrines. 

In 1950, the organization, known as "The Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society," issued its "New 

World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures," 
alleged to be a translation "the most accurate to 
date," (p. 792), and is now in process of publishing a 
translation of the Old Testament scriptures. 

Following the death of the founder of the move
ment, "Judge" ]. F. Rutherford assumed leadership 
of the organization, and through unusual ability as 
an organizer and writer greatly extended its sphere 
and influence. From his prolific pen flowed an un
ending stream of material which the society pub
lished. 

The movement has been variously known as 
Russellism, Rutherfordism and Millennia! Dawnism, 
designations which they reject; and it has been styled 
by its devotees as "International Bible Student," 
"Jehovah's Witnesses," and members of "the New 
World Society." Its teaching is an admixture of Ad
ventism, Swedborgianism, Unitarianism; and, on the 
nature of Christ, Arianism. 

A tract entitled, "What Do Jehovah's Witnesses 
Believe," issued by the Watchtower press, warns that 
reviewers of their doctrines often present a biased 
and unfriendly picture of their positions, and asks, 
"We would not expect to obtain from the scribes and 
Pharisees a correct picture of what Jesus believed, 
would we?" We think their caution is proper; and we 
shall, therefore, appeal only to their official publica
tions, carefully documenting each statement, in as
certaining what they really believe. On the same 
page of the leaflet (p. 2), where the foregoing state
ment appears are these words, "Jehovah's first cre
ation was his Son." Following this, they cite certain 
scriptures, which we shall hereafter examine in de
tail. For the moment our purpose is to determine, 
from their writings, what Jehovah's Witnesses be
lieve and teach regarding the nature of Christ. 

Their tract declares, "Jehovah's first creation was 
his Son." This statement, appearing in a leaflet, the 
design of which is to acquaint people with the tenets 
of the movement, is simple, unequivocal and without 
ambiguity. From it we learn that this religious society 
believes and teaches that (a) Christ is not eternal, but 
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a creature of Jehovah; and (h) he was the first of all 
God's creatures to be made. It is proper to deduce 
from this that having been created by Jehovah; he 
was nonexistent until this creative act occurred; and 
is, therefore not coexistent with the Father nor equal 
with him. 

This view is often stated and affirmed in a variety 
of ways in their official publications: "He is not the 
author of the creation of God; but after God had cre
ated him as his first-born Son, then God used him as 
his working Partner in the creating of all the rest of 
creation" (Let God Be True, p. 33, Revised Edition). 

"Who was the first son of God created? The very 
one who is 'the beginning of the creation of God' 
identifies himself to us. He is the same one that later 
was born as a man by the miracle of God and was 
called Jesus Christ" (The New World, p. 16). 

In their book, Creation, p. 15, under the 
sub-heading, "Beginning of creation," they insist that 
"long before the creation of the earth, when there 
was no sea, when there were no springs and lakes, 
before there were any mountains or hills, yea, before 
the sun and the moon and the stars were made, God 
began his creation; and that beginning was his be
loved One, known in the Bible as the Logos. The 
world Logos is one of the names or titles given to the 
beloved Son of God, and carries with it deep mean
ing." 

"The term Logos is one of the titles applied to 
the first or beginning of God's creation." (Deliver
ance, p. 12). 

Jehovah God had now set out on the purpose 
of endless creation. He now had beside him a 
'master workman' endowed with wisdom. This 
had received life from God. This made him the 
Son of God. In begetting this Son or bringing 
him forth to life Jehovah was the only Producer 
or Creator, unassisted. His first living creature 
was therefore the 'only begotten Son of God' 
(The lruth Shall Make You Free, p. 43). 

The question now arises as to the other crea
tures that were produced after God's firstborn 
Son, the Word. Were these other creatures each 
a direct creation of God as his Son the Word 
was? (Ibid., p. 48). 

These quotations might be indefinitely extended, 
but these will suffice to show the clear and unmistak
able position of those who call themselves Jehovah's 
Witnesses on the nature of Christ. They reveal the 
view that Christ received life from God, is a creature, 
was created in the beginning of God's creation, is not 
the author of the creation of God; and is, hence, not 
eternal. 

3 2 ~f~uF~und!~~! 

What was the name of this "creature" which the 
writers of the Watchtower society seek to identify as 
Christ before he came to the world? Russell long ago 
sought to answer this question in these words: 

Our Redeemer existed as a spirit being before he 
was made flesh and dwelt amongst men. At that 
time, as well as subsequently, he was properly 
known as 'a god' - a mighty one. As chief of 
the angels and next to the Father he was known 
as the Archangel (highest angel messenger), 
whose name Michael, signifies, 'Who is God,' or 
God's representative. As he was the highest of 
all Jehovah's creation, so also he was the first, 
the direct creation of God (Studies in the Scrip
tures, series 5, p. 84). 

Other writers for the Watchtower organization 
have expressed the same view: "Being the only be
gotten Son of God and the 'first born of every crea
ture,' the Word would be a prince among other crea
tures. In this office he bore another name in heaven, 
which name is Michael" (The Truth Shall Make You 
Free, 1943, p. 48). 

These quotations, taken verbatim from the offi
cial publications of the Watchtower society, reveal 
with unmistakable clarity that "Jehovah's Witnesses" 
believe and teach (a) Christ is not eternal; {b) he was 
created by the Father long ages past; (c) he lived in 
heaven, a spirit being, from the time of his creation 
until he came to the earth and was endowed with 
flesh; and (d) during this interval he was Michael, 
the archangel. 

We have indicated earlier that these people cite 
certain passages of scripture in an effort to sustain 
this shocking and incredible theory. It is our inten
tion to examine each passage they offer which bears 
any remote relation at all to the subject, and scruti
nize it minutely. The first scripture they usually offer, 
in their attempts to justify such a position is Revela
tion 3:14: "And to the angel of the church in Laodi-
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cea write: These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of 
God." The One identified here as "the Amen," and 
"the faithful and true witness," is, undoubtedly, 
Christ himself. This seems conclusively to follow; 
and we conclude it without hesitation. The One thus 
identified is declared to be "the beginning of the cre
ation of God." Watchtower writers urge that the sig
nificance of this phrase is that Christ was created as 
the first, or beginning act, of God (Let God Be True, 
revised ed., p. 32). 

The meaning of this statement turns on the sig
nificance of the word archee translated beginning 
here and approximately 40 times elsewhere in the 
common version. It cannot be properly interpreted 
to mean that which is caused to begin, as "Jehovah's 
Witnesses" allege. On the contrary, it designates him 
who is the beginning of creation in the sense that he 
was there and caused creation to begin! As Lange 
well says: "The Logos was not merely existent, how
ever, in the beginning, but was also the efficient prin
ciple, the beginning of the beginning ... and when it 
is said that the Logos was in this beginning, his eter
nal existence is already expressed, and his eternal po
sition in the godhead already indicated thereby" 
(Lange's Commentary on John 1:1). lt follows, 
therefore, that Revelation 3: 14 teaches that Christ is 
"the beginning of the creation of God," in the sense 
that he was "the efficient principle," the active agent 
in causing it to start! (Compare John 1:3). 

Fortunately, we are not dependent on deductions 
in determining the significance of this passage with 
reference to what it teaches regarding the eternity of 
Christ. All truth is harmonious; and the scriptures 
never contradict themselves. Melchizedek, "king of 
Salem, priest of the Most High" is said to have been 
"without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 
made like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest con
tinually" (He b. 7: 1-3 ). The sense in which this an
cient priest was "made like unto the Son of God" 
was that he had "neither beginning of days nor end 
of life." If this passage bears any significance at all, it 
teaches that Christ is without beginning or end. It is, 
therefore, a thorough refutation of the Watchtower 
theory. 

Often cited by these writers in support of this 
theory is Colossians 1:15, which asserts that Christ 
"is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of 
all creation." Because he is described as "the first
born of all creation," it is alleged that Christ was the 

first creature in the creation. They say, "Thus he is 
ranked with God's creation, being first among 
them." (Let God Be True, Rev. ed., page 33). They as
sume that the word firstborn is used literally to indi
cate that Christ came into existence as the first of 
God's creatures. They err in the assumption that the 
word is to be assigned a literal significance in this 
passage. It is obvious that the term has a figurative 
usage here. A creative act is one thing; a birth is an
other. It is absurd to affirm that Christ was born of 
God, in the usual sense of the word, if he were cre
ated. Moreover, the passage itself proves that Christ 
possessed the same nature as the Father since he is 
"the image of the invisible God." Being of the same 
essence and nature as the Father, Christ is as eternal 
as He; and this passage may not be properly cited to 
show that our Lord is a created being. On the con
trary, he is before all creation, being author of cre
ation himself: "For in him were all things created ... 
all things have been created through him, and unto 
him; and he is before all things, and in him all things 
consist" (Col. 1:15-17). The translators of the 
Watchtower Version, well aware of the force of this 
statement, have deliberately tampered with the text 
here and inserted without any justification the word 
"other" to make the foregoing statement read: "By 
means of him all other things were created .. . all 
other things have been created through him and for 
him. Also he is before all other things by means of 
him all other things were made to exist" (p. 589, 
New World Translation). Theirs is a serious offense 
against the Word of God with reference to which 
warnings are often penned in the sacred writings (Cf. 
Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:13). Colossians 1:15 
simply suggests that Christ is prior to all creation so 
that without him creation would not have occurred. 
As "the first born of all creation," he is anterior to all 
creation, and therefore no part of creation. The 
word firstborn, is from the Greek proototokos, and 
means "coming before." Thus Christ is separated 
from, and declared to be anterior to, creation. In be
ing before all creation, he was not himself created. 
What is before all creation must be regarded as eter
nal. Christ was before all creation; therefore, he is 
eternal! 

Moreover, the passage reveals that not only was 
Christ (a) before all creation and (b) the author of it, 
he is the end or design of creation, for all things were 
created "for him." He is, therefore, not a created be
ing. It teaches us that Christ created all things; and 
from the Hebrew writer we learn that "he that built 
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all things is God" (Heb. 3:4). It follows, therefore, 
that Christ is God (theos), i.e., possesses deity. 

Though decisive against the theory, John 1:1, 
which they grossly mistranslate, is frequently cited 
by "Jehovah's Witnesses" in an effort to bolster their 
view that Christ is merely a creature and not an eter
nal part of the godhead. "In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God," the passage reads in reliable versions; and 
these people concede that reference to Christ is 
made by the phrase, "the Word," or Logos, as it is in 
the Greek Testament. Regarding this passage they 
have said: "Hence he may be called 'the Word or 
Logos.' Being a mighty one and holding this high of
ficial capacity as Logos, and being before all other 
creatures, he was a God, but not the Almighty God, 
who is Jehovah ... Happily, the New World Transla
tion of the Christian Greek Scriptures (published 
1950) renders John 1:1-2: 'Originally the Word was, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was a 
god. This one was originally with God"' (Let God Be 
True, Rev. ed., pp. 33, 34 ). 

It will be observed that the phrase, "and the 
Word was God," of the American Standard Version 
(the King James Translation, and all other reliable 
ones) is made to read in the Watchtower Bible, "and 
the Word was a god." Specifically, the indefinite ar
ticle "a" is inserted, and the word God is spelled 
with a lowercase "g" rather than capitalized, as in 
the usual versions of the scriptures. "From this they 
deduce the view that Christ is merely "a god," a 
phrase which they thereupon interpret' to mean a 
created· being. Moreover, they take great liberty with 
the first phrase of the text, en archee een ho logos, 
"In the beginning was the Word," by the rendering, 
"Originally the Word was," to which they attach a 
footnote, reading, "Literally, In (At) a beginning," by 
which they insinuate their doctrine of Christ's cre
ation in the indefinite article "a" of the footnote. 
This is an unwarranted handling of the Greek text in 
that it disregards the rules requiring the definite ar
ticle in translation though not in the Greek text. 
Here, the beginning is sufficiently definite without 
the article, and is undoubtedly an allusion to the be
ginning of Genesis 1: 1. In this beginning the Word 
was, een, existed, not egento, became, or came into 
being. The meaning is, Before creation, before any
thing was made, at the very beginning of creation, 
the Word already was. The beginning (archee) here, 
and also that of Genesis 1:1, was evidently the begin
ning of creation; and inasmuch as the Word (logos), 
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Christ was there, he was before all creation, there
fore, no part of it. He was indeed the agent of cre
ation, "All things were made by him; and without 
him was not anything made that was made" Uohn 
1:3). It would not be possible to affirm the eternity 
of Christ more positively than is done in this great 
prologue of the gospel of John. 

The Word (logos), the Christ, was not only in the 
beginning and before creation, "the Word was with 
(pros)- God." As Vincent well says, "with (pros) does 
not convey the full meaning," but "there is no single 
English word which will give it better. The preposi
tion pros, which with the accusative case, denotes 
motion toward, or direction, is also often used in the 
New Testament in the sense of with; and that not 
merely as being near or beside, but as a living union 
and communion; implying the active notion of inter
course .... Thus John's statement is that the divine 
Word not only abode with the Father from all eter
nity, but was in the living, active relation of com
munion with him" (Vincent's Word Studies, Vol. 2, 
pp. 33-34). This intimate union of Christ with the 
Father is described by the Lord himself in John 17:5 
andJohn 1:18. 

"And the Word was God!" God, from the Greek 
theos denotes deity; and by a common figure of 
speech (the syncedoche), where the whole is put for 
a part, the name of the divine nature is assigned to 
the second person of the godhead as, for example it 
is assigned to the first person in John 1: 18 and to the 
third person-the Holy Spirit-in Acts 5 :3,4. 

The affection of scholarship in a lengthy article 
in the appendix of the so-called New World Transla
tion of the "Jehovah's Witnesses" to justify their ren
dering of the clause, kai theos een ho logos, "and the 
Word was God," (ASV and KJV), as "and the Word 
was a god," does not obscure the fact that these 
translators have abandoned true scholarship and 
evolved their own rules in their determined effort to 
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deny to our Lord eternity of being. 
The order of the words in this clause is such as to 

give emphasis; God is a predicate noun in the clause, 
not the subject. It is obvious that the subject is "the 
Word." The inspired writer is revealing who the 
Word is, not who God is! The Watchtower writers 
make much of the fact that the article (ho) the, does 
not appear before theos (God) in the passage, hence 
their rendering, "and the Word was a god." This ren
dering is untenable for various reasons: (1) It is a rec
ognized principle of Greek grammar that the subject 
takes the article and the predicate omits it. "Hence 
arises the general rule that in the simple sentence the 
subject takes the article, the predicate omits it. The 
subject is definitely before the mind, the predicate 
generally denotes the class to which the subject is re
ferred, or from which it is excluded, but the notion 
of the class is in itself intermediate" (Handbook of 
the Greek Testament, Green, p. 193). (2) If the article 
appeared before the predicate noun here, it would be 
the equivalent of saying the Word (Christ) is the en
tire godhead, which would be untrue. He is one of 
three persons who constitute it. It should be ob
served that in the second clause of the sentence, kai 
ho logos een pros ton theon, "and the word was with 
God," the article appears before theos; for here God 
(as the first person) is specified absolutely. In the 
third affirmation, the article is omitted because it 
was John's design to denote the character or nature 
of the Word as deity, rather than to specify his per
son. Thus (a) our Lord existed in the beginning be
fore all creation; (b) he was with the Father in inti
mate communion before anything was made; (c) he 
was, himself, the active agent in creation; (d) he was 
God (deity) in the beginning. There are three distinct 
propositions in this marvelous affirmation of the 
apostle: (1) In the beginning Christ already was; 
therefore, without beginning himself, and 
pre-existent. (2) He enjoyed the closest association 
and fellowship with the Father, being "with (pros) 
God." (3) Lest it be assumed that all of this might be, 
and yet the second person be an inferior being, John 
declares that Christ is God-is possessed of the nature 
of God. 

The wondrous being who is anterior to all cre
ation and therefore uncreated, timeless and eternal, 
is identified at verse 14 of John 1: "And the Word 
became flesh, and dwelt among us." This was, of 
course, the Christ. No more important passage may 
be found in the scriptures respecting the nature of 
Christ. It declares (1) his eternity; (2) his close rela-

tionship to the Father; (3) his work in creation; (4) 
his distinction from the Father; and (5) his posses
sion of the nature of God. These fundamental 
propositions inhere in John's great treatise, and can
not be obscured. 

Writers for the Watchtower society often cite 
Proverbs 8:22-30, in an effort to sustain their theory 
of a created Christ. In this highly figurative portion 
of scripture Wisdom is personified by the sacred 
writer and declared to be before creation: "Jehovah 
possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his 
works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, before the earth was ... then I was by him 
as a master workman ... " The word "possessed" has 
the marginal reading, "formed." It is alleged that 
Christ is alluded to under the figure of Wisdom in 
this passage and that it was he who Jehovah formed 
in the beginning. This passage, far from proving that 
Christ is a created angel, as Jehovah's Witnesses 
teach, demonstrates his eternity and timelessness! (1) 
The "Wisdom" of the passage was possessed "in the 
beginning;" (2) he was before "his works of old;" (3) 
he was "set up from everlasting." If Wisdom, in this 
passage, refers to Christ, it affirms his eternity, in
stead of controverting it. Further, it establishes the 
deity of Christ: Wisdom is said to have been with the 
Father as "a master workman" (v. 30). Christ is uni
formly declared to have been the creator of the uni
verse in the scriptures (Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2,10; John 
1 :3 ). The creation is often appealed to, in the Bible, 
to prove that he who accomplished this is the true 
God rather than the idols (Isa. 40:18-27; Jer. 
10:13-16; Prov. 3:19). But, it is impossible that a 
creature should be endowed with attributes which 
only deity can possess. Christ possessed all of the at
tributes of God, theos, deity. Therefore, Christ is 
God, possesses the divine nature, and was, in eter
nity, equal of the Father! 

This, indeed, is affirmed by Paul, in the great 
declaration of Philippians 2:5-8 which reads: "Hav
ing this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
who, existing in the form of God, counted not the 
being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, be
ing made in the likeness of men." Christ was (1) 
originally in the form of God. The "form" of any
thing is the manner in which it reveals itself; and 
this, of course, is determined by the nature which it 
has. Christ was in the form of God - deity - there
fore, he possessed the nature of deity. (2) He was on 
an equality with God. (3) He did not regard this 
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equality with God as a "thing to be grasped," i.e., 
held on to as an improper assumption - he was en
titled to it as the equal of God! (4) He voluntarily 
surrendered this position and came to the world to 
be endowed with flesh in order that he might serve 
as our High Priest. This passage, in the most positive 
fashion, demonstrates the eternity, deity, and posi
tion of Christ before he came to the world. Aware of 
the force of this passage on their doctrine, the 
Watchtower society in its "New World Translation" 
offers this pitiful paraphrase and ridiculous render
ing: "Keep this mental attitude in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus, who, although he was existing in 
God's form, gave no consideration to a seizure, 
namely, that he should be equal to God. No, but he 
emptied himself." When men deal thus with the sa
cred scriptures, they forfeit their right to the respect 
of their readers, abandon any semblance of scholar
ship, and demonstrate their departure from the 
truth. 

We have now examined the principal passages 
cited in various publications of the Watchtower soci
ety to support this organization's view that Christ is 
merely a created being, and not co-equal with the Fa
ther and eternal in nature, and have found that each 
of these, where they touch the issues at all, teach his 
eternity, deity and full equality with God the Father, 
instead of that which "Jehovah's Witnesses" allege. 

Open Forum - Freed-Hardeman Lectures 
Lectureship Book, pp. 330-9 

Fp 

PC Study Bible 
Here is a no-Jose proposition. 

We strongly believe that if you try the PC Study Bible 
program on your own computer in your own office or 
home, you will best be able to evaluate its power and 
appreciate more fully its value. 

So - here is the deal - Order the program and use it 
for 30 days. If you are not satisfied, return it. 

If you return the program within 30 days, you will never 
be billed- no questions asked. 

By the way, we (Firm Foundation) recommend that you 
try the Complete Reference Library, which sells for 
$279.95. It is the equivalent of 100 volumes and that fig
ures to $2.80 per volume. (Talk about a bargain I) 

How's that for a win/win situation? 

Order right now by calling 

1-800·572-3619. 

3 6 Febru~ 2001 
Firm Foundation 

cfpedat pUce 

PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 editions 

Editions 

Kina James Version -/ -/ -/ 

New Kina James Version -/ -/ -/ 

New International Version -/ -/ -/ 

American Standard Version -/ -/ -/ 

New American Standard Bible -/ -/ -/ 

New American Standard Bible Update -/ -/ 

The Livina Bible -/ 

Revised Standard Version -/ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version -/ -/ -/ 

Nave's Toolcal Bible -/ -/ -/ 

Treasury of Scripture Knowledae -/ -/ -/ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary -/ -/ -/ 

Fausset's Bible Dictionary -/ -/ -/ 

New Unaer's Bible Dictionary_ -/ -/ 

International Standard Bible Enc_ll!:lopaedla (5 vol.) -/ -/ 

Matthew Henrv's commentary1_6 vol.) -/ -/ -/ 

Wvcliffe Bible Commentary -/ -/ -/ 

Barnes' Notes on the OT & NT _114 vol.) -/ -/ 

Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) -/ 

Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vol.) -/ 

Strona's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ -/ -/ 

Enalishman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ -/ -/ 

Brown Driver Briggs' Greek Definitions -/ -/ -/ 

Thaver's Hebrew Definitions -/ -/ -/ 

Interlinear Bible -/ -/ 

Greek CUBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text -/ 

VIne's Exoosltorv Dictionary of Biblical Words -/ -/ -/ 

Vincent's Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) -/ 

Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testament (6 vol.) -/ 

Kell & Dalitzsch's Old Testament Commentarv (10 vol.) -/ 

Personal Notes -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Studv/Readina Plan -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Outlines -/ -/ -/ 

BlbleMaos -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Photo Collection -/ -/ -/ 

The Fundamentals, by R. A. Torrey -/ -/ -/ 

The ADocalvose, by J. A. Seiss -/ -/ -/ 

Souraeon's Encyclooedia of Sermons (8 vol.) -/ -/ -/ 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1* Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3*New Reference Library ••••.•.•••••• 149.95 ........... 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD; add. 50 for each additional CD 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 



Directory 

Advenising in this section, 530 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
j prophet@republic.net 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-226 1. 

Orange Park - Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

- Alaska- Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Anchoragc-7800Stanley Dr., 995 18. (907) 344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15p.m. (407) 657-0657, Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Sebastian- 1045 M:1in St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 

p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasi lla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Montgomery Co. - Damascus Church of Christ, 
9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
(301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

-Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 5581 1. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722- 1984,722- 1871. 

- Mississippi -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

- Colorado-

p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven- South:l~e'n' Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bry:1m, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alamcd:1 Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. tO, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

- Florida -
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi . east of 1-75, usc Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 o r 373-7277. 

- North Carolina -
Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 

-Ohio-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, t t a. m., 5 AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-11 62. 

-Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Purnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-895 1. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
50 I McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochr:1n, preacher. • • ••• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
I-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
L,ntana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. IO, 1 I a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. H ill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 75 1-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

Mt. juliet -The Vilia'g~~ 'church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas -
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 Jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (8 17) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Bill Clayton, Eddie Whitten, 
preachers. 

Cari"9 & Sliarif19 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., T omball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. L indell M itchell, minister. ..... 
Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (28 1) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in Engl ish and 
Spanish.) 

S:m Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redl:md Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (21 0) 496-1346 

lo/o"/ 1/f\f 
(I/ I 1/IIJ\ I 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
85 1-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/e'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
8ver 

CCrials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas re5idents add 8.25% rax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm 

Fo undation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 
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-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Chrisr, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. {hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

g-~ 

Firm Foundation 
Year 2001 

Wall Calendar 
23' wide x 34" high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 
1-10 calendars ••.• $6.00 

11 -16 calendars .... 10.00 
17-20 calendars •••• 20.00 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 
$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% IBX 

Order from Firm Foundation 

j"wwers 
rrfzat g{g,ver 
J"cufe 
The words of hope and inspiration In this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
In the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 

preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related molter is ac
cep ted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 

directory, dis play, must be received 6 weeks prior to the d esired month of p u b lication. 
All ads must be cance led b y the fi rst of th e month to ovoid being charged for the 

following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Congregation of approx. 200 seeking a sound, 
marure evangelist. Please send resume ro Church 
of Christ, 413 W. Broadway, Henryetta, OK 74437 
or fax ro (918) 652-7950. 
Wanted: Full-time pulpit minister. Please send 
resume with eirher audio or video rape to Urica 
Church of Christ, 13505 Nineteen Mile Rd., 
Srerling Heighrs, Michigan 48313. Attn: Elders. 

Min ister needed fo r Bible-centered congrega
tion of 60 members in a mountain communiry of 
14,000 near Yosemite. Send resume and rape/ 
video to Elders, Oakhurst Church of Chrisr, 50887 
Road 632, Oakhurst, CA 93644 or email 
churchofchrist@sierrarel.com. 

Wanted, sound, conservat ive Gospel preacher. 
Please send resume and inquiries ro Southside 
Church of Christ, 3318 East St., Texacana, AR 
71854. 

Full-time min ister needed for a congregation of 70 
in the heart of Easr Texas. Please help us find a 
good ma rr ied man of expe r ience. Salary is 
negotiable. House provided. Garrison Church of 
Christ, Rr. 10, Box 2400, Nacogdoches, TX 75961. 
(936) 569-8981. jburk@lcc.net 

Congregation of 125 (50% black, 50% white) 50 
miles SW of New O rleans in a fast-growing ciry of 
100,000 looking for a sound conservative evangelist 
with 8 yrs. fu ll-rime experience. Position open Feb. 
1, 200 1 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
VBS, etc, and motivate congregation to evangelize. 
If you are interested in a long-rerm commitment 
(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send resume wirh 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of fami ly and financial requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 117, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872-
3778. 

Minis ter needed for a 130 member, loving, united 
church with elders & good potential for growrh. 
Duties include preaching, evangelism & visitation. 
Negot iable salary & 4 bed room brick ho use 
provided. Strong missions involvement, active youth 
program, strong ed ucational program, & a 
counselor on staff. Prefer married man, under age 
50. Farmerville, a small bur growing community in 
north central La., located on Lake D'arbonne, 
serves an area pop. of 22,000. Send resume and 

-Free with any book order
while supplies last 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request it when you order. 

sermon rape ro: Elders, Church of Christ, 306 Easr 
Franklin Sr., Farmerville, LA 71241. E-mail 
keruxljw@aol.com, Tel. (3 18) 368-8666. 

Family/Youth/Invo lvement minis ter: Wonderful 
opportunity for an dynamic minister (5-l 0 yrs 
experience preferred) to work wi th a congregation 
of 400+ members including 50+ yourh. Solid 
eldership with many deacons. Our congregation 
is an ideal environment for a hardworking 
Bible-based family. If you believe you are the 
one God has in mind for our position, send your 
resume and philosophy of ministry to: SEARCH 
COMMITTEE, Netherwood Park Church of 
Christ, 5 100 Indian School Rd. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87 11 0 or call (505) 256-7389. Or, email 
us ar FYimin ister@netherwood.org. Check our 
our websi re, www.nerhe rwood.org for job 
description. Salary $40,000+ depending upon 
qualifications. 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (ncar 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming communiry. Partial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; Jim Warren (912) 723-
5196. 

Preacher wanted for small congrega tio n. Will 
supp ly 6-bdrm house, utilities, $400/monrh. 
Additional support needed. Send resume, 
references, and rape of recent sermon and family 
phoro to Church of Christ, attn. Ed Watts, P.O. 
Box 9 1, Buffalo, WY 82834, (307) 684-7938. 

questions 
and Answers 

Open Forum 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
d uring the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Fo rum 
at F read-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popula r period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques
t ions involve controvers ia l matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

800-572-3619 

Preachers Available 
Min is ter availab le fo r pu lpi t preach ing in 
congregations 50-60 mi. d riving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 
Ava ilable for fi ll -in preachin g for sma ll 
congregatons and would work wirh a small 
congregation (1 00 or less) full-rime again. I am 72 
yrs old, have worked for over 40 yrs. doing 
preaching, personal work, prison work. Edwin 
Carlisle, 1612 FM 2127, Chico, TX 76431, (940) 
644-5210. 

For Sale 
30, 14' pews, excellent condition. (918) 652-4258, 
652-9856. 
Book: Advanced Bible Study. T his is an in-depth, 
looseleaf book rhar covers all five points of 
Calvinism plus other topics. $9.95 plus $2.00 S&H. 
john Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Restorat ion Reprints, o ther books ar great prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Church furniture: 38- 16 fr pews; 2 - 14ft pews; 2 
- 12fr pews; 2 - 4ft pews; 1 Podium & 1 
Communion table. Make Offer. Call 931-836-3011 
or 931 -738-5880. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome ro Avondale 
- an active congregat ion. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to p reach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Insrirure of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-464 1 

Back to t he Bible Correspond ence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
L1mberr book Ho use. Call 1-800-551-851 1 fo r 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

SSOP July 1972 classmates, I am seeking rhe resr 
of rhe lecrures by our insrrucrors, when we were 
rhere, 9/70-7/72. I have several classes on recl-ro
reel, and am seeking the resr. Ler me hear from 
you. Ben Bilyeu, P.O. Box 1452, Cookeville, TN 
38503, (93 1) 372-5988, bilyeu@usir.ner. 

Want to buy: T he Present Truth by Foy E. Wallace 
Jr., Reply/price: Richard Crismas, 3634 S. Mentor 
Ave., Springfield, MO 65804 

Want to buy: Firm Foundation Improved Lesson 
Series, Lesson Annual on Uniform Bible Lessons, 
'59-'61. Ed Waggoner, 55 18 28rh Sr., Lubbock, 
TX 79407. (806) 793-3621. 

A Commenta ry o n 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un· 
folds the meaning of each passage a nd ve rse . 
A satis fying a nd useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $ 19.95 

$3.00 slh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Evangelism Made. Simple 
a three-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 

•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to DO IT! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It! -$7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
February 2001 

Address service requested. 

2001 VBS 

Finn 
Foundation 
In His Steps 
Lesson 1: His Life and God 

IN I-Irs 
S'l'KPS 

To observe some of the special qualities of 
Christ's life as it related to God, the 
Heavenly Father, and to lay a foundation 
for duplicating them in our lives as they 
relate to God, our Heavenly Father. 

Lesson 2: His Life and the Word of God 
To show the way Jesus used the Word of 
God in proving Himself a faithful servant of 
God. To show how effective the Word of 
God is in overcoming the Devil. To 
encourage teenagers to study the Bible 
more diligently and more consistently in 
order to resist the Devil. 

Lesson 3: His Life as a Gift 
To create a deeper appreciation for the gift 
of Jesus Christ and to motivate the 
student to have a greater gratitude for 
God's grace as well as Jesus' example of 
sacrifice. 

Lesson 4: His Life in Worship and Service 
To present a picture of Jesus' dedicated 
life of worship and service to His Father 
and to apply how we may follow His 
example in the same kind of dedicated 
service today. 

Lesson 5: His Life and Others 
To examine Jesus' attitude toward and 
relationship with others and learn how He 
treated His fellow man. To consider how 
present followers of Christ should deal with 
others and the attitude which they should 
have toward their peers. 

Order your sample kit today! 
1·800-572·3619 

Sam le kits must be returned b 
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FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
reT he firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2001 

I Vo l. 11 6 Houston, Texas • March 2001 No. 31 

11God-breathed" Sc Jptures 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

Divine Breathing 

In the creation of the universe, "By the word of Je
hovah were the heavens made,. and all the host 
of them by the breath of his mouth (Psa. 33). 

"The Spirit of God was hovering above the wa
ters" (Gen. 1:2). 

In the creation of the "first man Adam" (1 Cor. 
15 :45), God as a potter "formed" (yasar, "molded") 
some "dust" ('aphar, "clay") into the shape of a hu
man being, and "breathed" (naphah) "the breath of 
life" into the dead clay, "and the man became a living 
being" (Gen. 2:7). 

In the creation of the Bible, "every Scripture" 
was "God breathed" (theopneustos, 2 Tim. 3: 16) 
into selected authors "guided by the Holy Spirit" (2 
Pet. 1:21) to write "words taught by the Spirit" (1 
Cor. 2:13). The Greek word theopneustos, "God 
breathed," the lexicons (Thayer, B-G-D) translate as 
"inspired by God," which means divine breathing. 

In anticipation of the day of Pentecost, May 28, 
A.D. 30, the birthday of the church, Jesus "breathed 
on" the apostles, "and said to them, 'Receive the 
Holy Spirit"' Gohn 20:22). 

The apostle Peter affirmed that inspired scrip-
tures come from God: 

Know this first, that no prophecy of the Scrip
rure is of anyone's own origination (epilusis 'un
loosing,' 'release'), for no prophecy ever came 
by the will of man, but men, being guided by the 
Holy Spirit, spoke from God (2 Pet. 1 :20-21). 

The scriptures are also called "living oracles" 
(logia zonta, Acts 7:38; Rom. 3 :2; Heb. 5:12). An 
"oracle" (logion) is "any utterance of God" (Thayer, 
379). 

Christians are to speak as "the oracles of God" (1 
Pet. 4:11). 

Verbal Inspiration 
In verbal inspiration, inspired men "guided by the 
H oly Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :21) did not have to think of 
what words that they should speak or write, for it 
was given to them "in that hour" what to say or 
write (Matt. 10: 19). They were told, "Settle it there
fore in your hearts, not to meditate beforehand how 
to answer" (Luke 21:14). 

In such situations, they were "not the ones 
speaking, but" it was the "Spirit of the Father" 
speaking through them (Matt. 10:20). They were 
"filled with the Holy Spirit," and on occasion spoke 
"in other languages, as the Spirit was inspiring them" 
(Acts 2:4). 

A startling example of verbal inspiration, "words 
taught by the Spirit" (1 Cor. 2 :13 ), is the word 
politeuomai, "to behave as a citizen" (Thayer, 528). 

Inspired letters were written to Timothy, to the 
Hebrews, to "scattered strangers throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" (1 Pet. 1: 1), 
and to the Christians in Corinth, Thessalonica, 
Colosse, Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, and to Laodicea, but to none of 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Law and Order 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 beying God promotes the homeland, 
but failure to keep the rules of God is 
ruin (See Prov. 14:34). 

When a nation is committed to doing what 
is right, it is vibrant, but if the nation does evil 
... great will be its fall. '

~ 
. ,~ 

-' . 

It is not necessary, in this regard, to remind 
you of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, 
Rome, and France. The lessons of history are 
writ large in the memory of the wise. 

Sin is corrupt and brings debasement. 

.... ~· <·,~· •': 
. -~-. 

' I -~-~- ~\ 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but the cor
rupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth 
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every 
tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast 
into the fire. Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Nothing destroys iron like its own rust (Philippine proverb). 
Lilies that fester smell far worse than weeds (Shakespeare, 

Sonnet 94). 
There have been no scandals in this administration (Bill Clin

ton, U.S. President). 
There is no deception like self-deception - it is unabashed 

sham. 
No thinking person will question the unalterable truth that 

"righteousness exalts a nation." It is self-evident. If a people com
mit to truth and right, then they will be strong and prosperous. 

The basic principle of righteousness is submission to the re
vealed law of the Creator. David said, "Let my tongue sing of thy 
word; for all thy commandments are righteousness" (Psa. 
119:172). 

Well, now, that's pretty plain. The word of God ... the Bible ... 
contains commands. Obeying Divine Rules produces strength in 
an individual or a nation. 

If a person or a community is committed to decent behavior, 
that individual or group will be strong. 

The proposition begins with an understanding that humans 
are the creatures of God's hand. When we acknowledge that we 
are conceived, designed, developed, then we admit that there is a 
superior power. We see ourselves as valuable, but dependent. 

The founding fathers of our great nation were aware that hu
mans are creatures and therefore have a creator. The Declaration 
of Independence says in its preamble, "We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed 



by their Creator with certain unalienable rights;· that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

The statement says: 
1. We are created. 
2. We have a creator. 
3. We, therefore, have rights that cannot be transferred. 
It is a simple declaration that humans are made and - obvi

ously -have a maker. The Creator is always greater than his crea
ture. If God made us, then he is greater than we are, and we owe 
him allegiance. 

Since God made us, we have value - for he would not make 
trash (seeing he is God). Jesus declared that man is more valuable 
than the earth and everything in it (See Mark 8:36). Think about 
that- your soul is more precious than all the wealth of the entire 
world. God made the human soul, and it is, therefore, priceless. 

Your life will never end (See John 11:25-26). You are immor
tal. You body is dust and will return to ashes -it will die, but your 
spirit is God-given and lives eternally. This is true of the saved and 
the damned. 

Because youi' life cannot stop, it is more important that any 
earthly consideration - all earthly things must die. They are cor
ruptible and have about as much real value as dust and ashes. But 
the soul of man - his true life - is unending, and is more valu
able than all of earth's silver and gold. 

If we are created and undying, valuable, and having immutable 
rights, then it must follow that we also have unchanging duties -
called morals. The designer ingrained a moral code in the creature 
- a kind of spiritual DNA. 

For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see 
a different law in my members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is 
in my members (Rom. 7:22-23). 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungod
liness and unrighteousness of men, who hinder the truth in un
righteousness; because that which is known of God is manifest in 
them; for God manifested it unto them. For the invisible things 
of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being per
ceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting 
power and divinity; that they may be without excuse: because 
that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither gave 
thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless 
heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they be
came fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for 
the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God gave 
them up in the lusts of their hearts unto uncleanness, that their 
bodies should be "dishonored among themselves: for that they 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen (Rom. 1:18-25). 

God made man with a sense of ought-ness. Man knows in
nately what is good, right, honest, decent, proper, and honorable. 
Deity put this wisdom in the human psyche. 

Its violation is immoral. 

In This Issue 

Hugo McCord# Ph.D. 
"God-breathed" Scriptures ••••••••• J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
Law and Order ............................ 2 

Hugo McCord# Ph.D. 
''Special Music'' ........................... 7 

John W. McGarvey (deceased) 
Union in Division ........................ 8 

Alexander Campbell (deceased) 
Opinion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9 

Bob Cruse 
Some Things God's 
Marriage Law Does Not Say ••••• J J 

James W. Farris 
Baptism for Remission ••••••••••••••• J 3 

Burl Curtis 
In the Family ............................. J 5 

Jack P. Lewis# Ph.D. 
Saturday Night Communion? •••• 17 

Randy Reagan 
Understanding Grace ••••••••••••••• 22 

Walter Swain 
Doctrine and Church Growth ••• 23 

This We Believe ••• • ...................... 24 

E. Claude Gardner# Ph.D. 
Stand firm ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26 

Frank Chesser 
America's Mirror ••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 

Potpourri ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• 28 

John W. McGarvey (deceased) 
Q&A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35 

March 2001 
Firm Foundation 3 



This is the necessary conclusion of created-ness 
and therefore our relationship with God - "he made 
of one every nation of men .•. that they should seek 
God ••• he is not far from us ... for in him we live, 
and move, and have our being ..• being the offspring 
of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is 
like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and 
device of man." 

If we know ourselves not to be made of wood, 
stone, and metal, then we should understand that the 
father of our spirit couldn't be lumber, hay, and 
stubble. We can feel after and find God for he is ev
erywhere about us - and in us. 

This makes rebellion and nastiness all the more 
culpable. The thought that God is, and we are his 
creation, means we are expected to be ethical, and 
compels the conclusion that we are accountable. If 
we had no Bible, we would still know that God lives 
and we are the work of his wisdom. We would know 
that it is right to do right and that doing wrong is 
monstrous, repugnant, and loathsome. 

Men and nations reap as they sow (Gal. 6:7-8). It 
was with reference to a nation that Hosea said, "For 
they sow the wind, and they shall reap the whirl
wind: he hath no standing grain; the blade shall yield 
no meal; if so be it yield, strangers shall swallow it 
up." 

This brave law has never been repealed - be 
righteous and receive peace - be wicked and garner 
destruction. Sow that which good ~ense and reason 
describe and reap a good, abundant, and eternal life. 
Sow wanton wickedness after the mind of the flesh 
and receive the recompense of damnation. 

God knows how to pay the laborer his proper 
wages (Rom. 6:23, Rom. 8:6,13). Perverts receive 
that recompense of their error that is due (Rom. 
1:27). God sees the righteousness of the godly, 
though veiled from human eyes, and rewards it 
(Matt. 6:6; Col. 3.:24). 

God sees the world's celebration of vice, about 
which we read on the front page of every newspaper, 
and also the hidden and secret things, and will re
quite it (1 Cor. 4:5; Matt. 25 :31-46). Remember the 
lessons of the flood (2 Pet. 3:3-12). 

There is a present remuneration and a future 
payday. Evil is rewarded with shame and guilt in this 
life - and in the world to come eternal loss. Righ
teousness is blessed with unsurpassed peace and hap
piness in the present life - and in the future estate 
with a regal crown and a throne. 

If a nation is good - it lives by the rule of truth-
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fulness - if it seeks spodessness and unexcelled pu
rity - it will be strong and it will endure. If a nation 
is deceptive - if it lies and cheats - if it tolerates 
and thereby encourages moral corruption - it will 
be overcome and overwhelmed by catastrophe and 
buried in profound oblivion. 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a re
proach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). 

The instructions Moses gave to his nation con
tinue to be good advice to all nations. 

Behold, I have taught you statutes and ordi
nances, even as jehovah my God commanded 
me, that ye should do so in the midst of the land 
whither ye go in to possess it. 

Keep therefore and do them; for this is your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 
the peoples, that shall hear all these statutes, and 
say, Surely this great nation is a wise and under
standing people. 

For what great nation is there, that hath a god 
so nigh unto them, as jehovah our God is when
soever we call upon him? 

And what great nation is there, that hath stat· 
utes and ordinances so righteous as all, this law, 
which I set before you this day? (Deut. 4:5-8). 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hear
ken diligently unto the voice of jehovah thy 
God, to observe to do all his commandments 
which I command thee this day, that jehovah thy 
God will set thee on high above all the nations 
of the earth: 

and all these blessings shall come upon thee, 
and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the 
voice of jehovah thy God. 

Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed 
shalt thou be in the field (Deut. 28:1-3). 

The words of Solomon are not vain when he 
warns that disobedience to divine principles will 
bring "a fruitful land into a salt desert, for the wick
edness of them that dwell therein." 

Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
about them, having in like manner with these 
given themselves over to fornication and gone 
after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, 
suffering the punishment of eternal fire (Jude 7). 

Yes, God grant us the good sense to remember 
~~om - and keep us from racing toward Gomor-
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"God-breathed" Scriptures 
(continued from page 1) 

these would the word politeuomai (Phil. 1 :27) be ac
curate. Only the Philippians could be told to "behave" 
as "citizens." 

The inhabitants of other cities and districts were 
all subjects of Rome, but not citizens. On the con
trary, the .inhabitants of Philippi were citizens of 
Rome as if they lived in the seven-hilled metropolis. 
Philippi had been designated by Julius Caesar in 42 
B.C. as a Roman "colony," and confirmed by 
Augustus Caesar in 31 B. C. (f. H. Horne, Introduc
tion, I, 22; Bible Dictionary, 99), and mentioned by 
Luke (Acts 16:12). 

A city designated as a "colony" of Rome was al
lowed self-government (libertas), freedom from im
perial taxes (immunitas), and enjoyed the same 
rights as Italian citizens (jus ltalicum, Interpreters' 
Bible). 

Citizens of Philippi took pride in saying that they 
were "Romans" (Acts 16:21), though they were 
some 300 miles away. Was Paul's singular use of the 
word politeuomai accidental? Or should one simply 
stand in amazement at the preciseness of verbal in
spiration? 

Paul used a form of politeuomai a second time in 
the Philippian letter, this time not to teach Christians 
how to behave as Roman citizens, but, building on 
their political relationship, to teach them about their 
spiritual citizenship in a commonwealth better far 
than the Roman: "our citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. 
3:20). 

On this earth, Philippi was a colony belonging to 
Rome, but those who were Christians in Philippi were 
also "a colony of heavenly citizens" (Dibelius in 
B-G-D, 686). 

Paul's word our (eon, Phil. 3 :20) puts him into a 
class by himself among the apostles, and is another 
example of. the preciseness .of verbal inspiration. 

Paul is the only one of the apostles known to have 
been a Roman citizen ("I was Roman born," Acts 
22:28), and so is the only one with a dual citizenship, 
one in Rome, and one in heaven. 

·Paul w~s unit~d with the Philippian Christians, 
both being enfranchised in the e3:rthly city of Rome 
and in the heavenly "city of God" Civitas Dei, "the 
Heavenly Commonwealth" (Augustine, A.D. 
354-430, cited by David Smith, The Life and Letters of 
St. Paul, 512). 

Plenary lnspirati~a 
Verbal inspiration is "inspiration that attaches to the 
very words used in voicing the inspired message" 
(Webster), whereas plenary inspiration is "inspiration 
that is perfect in the utterance of the inspired word," 
making it "full, entire, complete, absolute," but not in 
dictated words. 

In plenary inspiration, inspired men "guided by 
the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21), did think of what 
words that they would speak or write." 

The words of the Preacher, the son of David, 
king in Jerusalem," were not directly given, but were 
"pondered and sought out" by Solomon, with the re
sult that he "set in order many proverbs" (Eccl. 1: 1; 
12:9). 

"The Preacher sought to find out acceptable 
words, ... words of truth" (Eccl. 12:10). 

Plenary inspiration, "guided by the Holy Spirit" (2 
Pet. 1:21), means supervisory inspiration over 
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Solomon's words in Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, and the 
Song of Solomon (1 Kings 3:12; 4:29). Solomon's 
"wisdom" was what "God had put in his heart" (1 
Kings 10:24). As a result Solomon was "wiser than all 
men" and he spoke "three thousand proverbs; and his 
songs were a thousand and five" (1 Kings 4:31-32). 

Similarly, supervisory inspiration was given to 
"Luke, the beloved physician" (Col. 3:14). Doctor 
Luke engaged in careful research before writing a 
word, "having traced the course of all things accu
rately from the first" (Luke 1:3). 

William Kirk Hobart, Medical Language of St. 
Luke, found 480 medical terms in .Luke-Acts, all of 
which became words of the Holy Spirit. Thus God 
allowed the physician, in writing the Gospel of Luke 
and the Acts of the Apostles, to use Luke's own 
words from the medical profession. 

The very first word written by the physician for 
the Gospel of Luke, Epeideper ("Forasmuch," Luke 
1:1, ASV), was used by "the father of medicine," 
Hippocrates (460-337 B.C., and Dr. Galen (another 
physician), in medical works (William Kirk Hobart, 
ibid.). 

Luke's word (and so, what the Spirit approved) 
epecheiresan, "have taken in hand" (Luke 1:1, ASV), 
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was also a medical term used by Hippocrates: ''As 
many as have taken in hand [epecheiresan] to speak 
or write concerning the healing art." 

Luke's word (and so, the spirit's word) diagesin 
("narrative," Luke 1:1, ASV), was used 75 times by 
Dr. Galen in referring to the writings of Hippocrates. 
In diagesin we see the word diagnosis. 

Luke's word (and so, the Spirit's word) autoptai 
("eye witnesses," Luke 1:2, ASV), is the medical term 
for "autopsy." Somebody wrote that plenary inspira
tion produces "the word of God in the words of 
men." 

A professor in one of "our universities"(?) 
teaches young preachers against Spirit-controlled in
spiration, both verbal and plenary, because Paul was 
"not able to remember whom he had baptized at 
Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:16). 

The Spirit, who has a "mind" (Rom. 8 :14-16), 
and who "searches all things, yes, the deep things of 
God" (1 Cor. 2:1 0), knows why he allowed Paul to 
tell of his lapse of memory, perhaps because the 
Spirit wanted us to know that who does the baptiz
ing is not important. 
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11Special Music'' 
By Hugo McCord Ph.D. 

T he phrase "special music" is used to describe 
choirs, quartets, trios, duets, and solos in 
worship services. Webster says that the oppo

site of "special" is "ordinary." However, it was a di
vine order that started what is ordinary, congrega
tional singing, and we find no divine order modify
ing or supplementing congregational singing. 

According to the divine order, all of the singers 
are also the listeners ("yourselves," "one another"), 
which fact eliminates special music: speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and plucking the strings of your heart to the 
Lord (Eph. 5: 19), .... teaching and admonishing one 
another, in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, sing
ing with grace in your hearts to God (Col. 3:16). 

The divine order is stated again in the book of 
Hebrews, but it does not say: "By him therefore let a 
choir or a quartet or a trio or a duet or a soloist offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the 
fruit of lips, confessing his name," but the divine or
der is an exhortation to a whole congregation, or to 
individual Christians everywhere. The command is 
to "us": 

"By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips, 
confessing his name" (Heb. 13:15). 

Special music changes worshipers into two 
classes, performers and spectators. Special music 
changes the auditorium into a theater. According to a 
professor of music in Westmont College, Dr. Gerald 
Bouma, special music is three things: 

1. A congregation of worshipers is changed into 
an audience. 2. The music is reduced to enter
tainment offered to the congregation, not by it, 
and the singers become performers, and the au
dience is moved to clap their hands. 3. When the 
pressure to have such music is from people, not 
from God (Chat:les Hodge, Keynoter, Sept. 1, 
1994, p. 3). 

Special music introduces a very real danger. In a 
small Pennsylvania town handbills were distributed 
inviting people to a protracted meeting at the 
Church of Christ. A lady telephoned the local 
preacher, saying she was a soloist at the Lutheran 
Church, and that she would be glad to sing for the 

"revival" at the Church of Christ. The preacher told 
her that only congregational singing was practiced, 
but that she would be welcome to be part of the au
dience. She never attended. Did she want to worship 
or to show off her beautiful voice? 

From one standpoint, the divine order makes the 
entire congregation of worshipers a choir, a choir 
that includes the spiritual presence of Jesus' singing 
both to his fellow choir members ("I will proclaim 
your name to my brothers") and to God ("I will sing 
hymns of praise to you in the midst of the congrega
tion" (Heb. 2: 12). 

Jesus, spiritually present in every worship ser
vice, singing both to his brothers (Rom. 8:29; Heb. 
2; 12) and to the Father (Heb. 2: 12), conforms to the 
divine order given to all Christians to "speak to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" 
and to sing "to the Lord ... plucking the strings of 
your heart" (Eph. 5:19), and "teaching and admon
ishing one another, in psalms and hymns and spiri
tual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God" 
(Col. 3:16). 

Thrilling is the thought that when Christians 
teach "one another, in psalms and hymns and spiri
tual songs," that Jesus is spiritually present doing the 
same thing, and when Christians sing "with grace in 
their hearts to God," Jesus is spiritually present do
ing the same thing! 
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(The following first appeared March 20, 1897 from the potent pen of]. W. McGarvey. We thought it worth 
repeating since there are contemporary advocates of the idea of unity in diversity. The notion that we are u~ited 
though divided is absurd on its face.) 

Union in Division 
By John W. McGarvey (deceased) 

The Japanese are said to be great imitators, and 
there is fresh proof of it. Having learned that 
there are serious divisions among Christians 

in this country, they have also come to learn that 
many apologists for ·these divisions have devised an 
ingenious way of trying to make out that all divisions 
are but another form of unity. They have heard, per
haps, that Presbyterianism is one branch of the 
church, representing order; that Methodism is but 
another branch, representing zeal; that Episcopalian
ism is another, representing ceremonial; and 
Baptistism is another, representing devotion to ordi
nances; but that all are- one happy and united band of 
brethren. Perhaps, also, they have heard this same 
unity in diversity represented by the figure of a great 
army moving in different divisions, but perfectly 
united under one great Commander. So, not being 
able to detect the fallacy in all this, they have 
adopted the idea and applied it to the· fearful diver
sity of religions which exist in their ow~ country; 
and it seems to me that they have made out near 
about as good a case as the aforesaid apologists have 
made for us. Here is the way it is stated, according· to 
a report published in the Congregationalist: 
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In a kind of parliament of religions (it would be 
called a union conference meeting in this coun
try), there were present two Shintoists (worship
ers of ancestors), eighteen Buddhists, six Free 
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Religionists and sixteen Christians. One of the. 
Shintoists said: 'Let us remember that we aU rep
resent important parts in the body of New 
japan's religion - Buddhism the bones, Confu
cianism the flesh, Christianity the blood, and 
Shintoism the brains.• 

There it is - the popular apology for the divi
sions condemned by Christ, in its newest and latest 
phase, reflected from the background of heathenism. 
It is a mixture which for vileness is equaled only by 
the ingredients of the witch's caldron in Macbeth: 

Fillet of a fenny snake, 
In the caldron boil and bake; 
Eye of newt, and toe of frog, 
Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, 
Adder•s fork, and blind-worm's sting, 
Lizard's leg, and owlet's wing. 

(Biblical Criticism, pp. 190-1) 
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than this analysis of the history of the early church as reported 
by the inspired pen of Luke. McGarvey reganled this book as 
his finest and most important work. hard back, 298 pgs. 
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(In 1831 the inimitable Alexander Campbell wrote a piece on the misuse of the word opinion in discussing 
Bible teaching. Since the old error of calling revealed truth an opinion has been revived in our day, I thought it 
good to republish Campbell,s article. Nobody could say things better than A. Campbell. So, here it is for your 
enjoyment and edification.) 

Opinion 
By Alexander Campbell 

Under this head we have just read an article in 
the Christian Messenger. The charitable Edi
tor seems to use this term, "opinion," in such 

a· latitude as to cover almost all the laws, ordinances 
and worship of the Christian institution. This would 
not be a matter so much to be regretted, if he did not 
make this his opinion of opinions a principle of ac
tion; and, in fact, give it the sanction ·of a law. Does 
any person ask how this can be? I answer, by stating 
his own case and his own decision of it. He says, 

My opinion is that immersion is the only bap
tism. But shall I, therefore, make my opinion a 
term of Christian fellowship. If in this case I thus 
act, where shall I cease from making my opin
ions terms of fellowship? I confess I see no end. 
But you may say that immersion is so plainly the 
meaning of Christian baptism, you know not 
how any honest man can be ignorant of it. This 
is the very language of all opinionists: says one, 
'The doctrine of Trinity is so plainly taught that I 
cannot think any honest man can deny it.' So 
speak all sectarians respecting their opinions. 
Shall we reason with them on the impropriety of 
making their opinions tests of Christianity and 
terms of fellowship, and do the same? Is this 
consistency? Is this the spirit of reformation? 
You may say my idea of baptism, as meaning im
mersion, is not an opinion, but a fact. So say the 
orthodox respecting many of their unscriptural 
opinions, and are as firmly persuaded of them as 
you can be respecting immersion not being an 
opinion of baptism. Here again a disinterested 
umpire is needed. The case I shall leave, sub ju
dice, till a satisfactory determination of the mat
ter be made. 

This is his case. But unfortunately the benevolent 
writer does not leave it sub judice, but makes his 
opinion of opinions a principle of action; and there
fore exhorts his brethren to commune with 
unimmersed persons, because, in his opinion, the 
Lord has received them, and, in his opinion, we 
ought to receive them. "Shall we," says he, "refuse 
communion with those with whom the Lord com
munes?" 

Here are three opinions asserted, and a course of 
conduct projected and enforced from them. First - . 
It is his opinion that the Lord has received the pedo
baptists [infant-baptism, or sprinkling], at least the 
honest pedo-baptists. It is, in the second place, his 
opinion that we should receive them into Christian 
fellowship; and, in his opinion, they who do not re
ceive them act inconsistently; and hence comes the 
exhortation to make expediency, rather than the old 
apostolic usage, a rule of action. Is this leaving the 
matter sub judice? 

To exhort to receive honest pedo-baptists to all 
the rights, immunities, and privileges of citizens in 
the kingdom of jesus, is, as respects leaving the mat
ter sub judice, or undecided, as inconsistent as to ex
hort not to receive them. The Editor of the Messen
ger seems not to regard the exhortation to receive 
them to be as incompatible with his own reasoning 
as an exhortation to exclude or refuse them. In one 
sentence, he who exhorts to receive into Christian 
communion unimmersed persons, however honest, 
makes his opinion a law of action just as much as he 
who exhorts to reject them, according to the reason
ing of our liberal brother. 

But now, as this worthy friend of liberal prin
ciples thinks he has left the matter sub judice, or un
decided, I will beg his attention to a few remarks on 
his use of the term "opinion," and his rule of action. 
Opinions are always, in strict propriety of speech, 
doubtful matters, because speculative. If ever the 
word be applied to matters of testimony, to laws, in
stitutions, or religious worship, we must be con
founded in our faith and practice. If, in his style, 
opinion apply equally to immersion and the doctrine 
of the Trinity, then it will apply equally to the 
Messiahship of jesus, the resurrection of the dead, 
eternal life, and every item of the Christian faith and 
hope. One man may say, "I am of opinion that jesus 
did not die for our sins; that his death was that of a 
martyr or witness for the truth of God's philan-
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thropy, and as an example for us." And another is of 
opinion that immersion, the Lord's table, and the lit
eral resurrection of the body, are all carnal notions 
and unworthy of a spiritual man. Both appear to be 
honest and pious men. Shall the Christian divide the 
ground with them, and only say he is of a different 
opinion? This is not the charity which rejoices in the 
truth. 

I know that· baptism means immersion as cer
tainly as I know that manus means a hand, and 
penna a pen; or as certainly as I know that sprinkling 
is not pouring, and pouring is not dipping. I know as 
certainly that eis means into, as I do that in does not 
mean out, nor out, in. I believe as certainly the 
Christian facts as I believe any events of the Ameri
can Revolution. I will not say that he who says he is 
of opinion that George Washington lived in 1631, 
and was the same person who is called Oliver 
Cromwell, is to be regarded as a believer of the 
American history, but only differing in opinion from 
me. I cannot regard him as only differing in opinion 
from one who maintains that we are, from the New. 
Testament, as much bound religiously to observe 
Easter and Christmas, as the are the Lord's Day and 
the Lord's Supper. He may call me uncharitable, but 
I will be honest though I hazard his contumely. 

But here is the error. We are represented as refus
ing communion with him with whom God com
munes, if we do not recognize as a fellow-citizen ev
ery one whom God regards as one of his people. Has 
God any where commanded us to sit down at the 
Lord's table with a person who refuses to be im
mersed because he was sprinkled? Or has he en
joined upon me to treat any person as a brother in 
the Lord because he has recognized him as such, 
when he fails to keep the ordinances of the Lord? It 
is only in obedience to the Lord, not on the principle 
of expediency, but because the Lord has enjoined it, 
that we are to associate with any person as a brother 
in the Lord. Nor do I say that none are Christians 
but those whQ walk orderly; we only say that we are 
commanded to associate with those only who do 
walk orderly. If we can dispense with the neglect or 
disobedience of one Christian, we may with another; 
and so on till we have in the church all the vices of 
the world. 

We are always safe when we act constitutionally, 
or according to the law of our Sovereign Lord the 
King; unsafe when we act from our opinion, or sense 
of expediency, or the fitness of things. He who is so 
enlightened as to say that immersion into the name, 
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etc. is the only baptism Jesus Christ appointed, and 
that none can enter into the kingdom of Jesus but 
such as are immersed or born of water, and yet takes 
upon himself to set this institution aside upon his 
own opinion of expediency, presumes more upon his 
opinion and upon the pliability of his Lord and Mas
ter, than we for the universe dare presume. Of all 
men, he who knows his Master's will, and does it 
not, is most obnoxious to the displeasure of his Lord. 

To say that a new state of things has arisen, to 
which the New Testament laws and usages will not 
apply, is at once to set aside the perfection and appli
cability of the book, and to weaken the obligation of 
every Christian institute, and our own hands in wag
ing war against error. 

Call not this an opinion; or, if you do, call my 
belief that Jesus is the Son of God, an· opinion too; 
and every thought, volition, and affection of the 
heart, an opinion. I trust while our much esteemed 
friend of the "Messenger" holds this matter sub ju
dice, he will not act as if he had decided the matter. 
EDITOR. Millennial Harbinger 1831, pp. 102-4 
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religious journals, others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside's study 
·and understanding of the Word. The articles range in 
time from the 1890s to 1950. David Upscomb and J.A. 
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early years. Hardback • 386 pgs. 
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Some Things God's Marriage Law 
Does Not Say 

By Bob Cruse 

For a century and a half after the restoration of 
Christ's church, faithful Christians held tena

. ciously to the things God's marriage law says 
about divorce. 

Through the 1960s, "fornication," as the orie 
and only reason for divorce and remarriage, was 
rarely questioned. 

An unscriptural union was recognized in every 
case where a lustful brother cast his spouse aside and 
remarried in violation of Jesus' words. The continu
ing stigma of "adultery," which Christ himself at
tached to such unions, was universally respected. 

Those in adulterous unions, were excluded from 
fellowship in Christ's church. During this period of 
strict compliance with God's marriage law, the di
vorce rate in the church hovered near zero. 

In the early 1970s an escalation of the divorce 
·rate occurred in the church. This escalation, which 
continues until now, is on the consciences of a few 
charismatic preachers. 

Already involved in the neo-Pentecostal uprising 
of that era, these men dragged up a centuries-old de

. nominational mental contraption and called it "the 
· new hermeneutic." Whatever else this confusing 
mode of interpretation entailed, a snobbish con
tempt for the plain, pithy language of God's word 

. was the fundamental result. 
Many- things the Bible does not say about divorce 

quickly became the focus of liberal leaders. Their ar
guments on the Greek of Matthew 19:9 are rooted 
deeply in this "new hermeneutic." 

Jesus did not say or imply in his encounter with 
, the Pharisees that the "adultery" he spoke of refers 
to "vow breaking" in the previous marriage. This 
view, popular ~mong today's liberals, is belied by 
reason and by every reputable translation of the ac
tual words of Jesus. 

Jesus' language clearly indicates that he spoke of 
physical sexual activity in divorce and remarriage. 

God's word does not say that a couple in an 
: adulterous union, can pray for and receive God's 
blessings in a continuing physical relationship. True 

repentance embodies a change of life and precludes 
any recurrence of this terrible sin (Acts 3:19; 26:20; 
1 Cor. 6:10f). 

Counseling people to continue to live in adultery 
(See Rom. 6:2; Col. 3:7; Eph. 2:3) constitutes are
fusal to "save a soul from death" Uames 5:20). 

Jesus did not say that "adultery" should be ig
nored in determining the boundaries of fellowship in 
his earthly body. Paul, using the same Greek word 
Jesus used, plainly bars adulterers from the "king
dom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9). He instructed the Corin
thians to "put away" a fornicator "from among your-
selves" (5: 13 ). . 

It is beyond reason that we, his modern disciples, 
should extend fellowship in his "glorious church" to 
such people. 

God's law of marriage does not say that a bat
tered spouse has a lawful right to divorce and remar
riage. None of Paul's inspired words in 1 Corinthians 
chapter 7 comes close to allowing remarriage in 
cases of mental or physical abuse. 

Paul's instruction to separating spouses is to "re
main unmarried, or else be reconciled" to the legiti
mate spouse. This, says Paul, is what Christ taught 
(vv. 10-11). 
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In cases where a battering spouse is also guilty of 
fornication the innocent spouse is, of course, free to 
remarry. 

Inspiration does not tell us that men can entwine 
themselves in sin, refuse to quit the sin, and expect 
heaven's forgiveness. Our Savior taught that men 
will be judged "in the last day" by his spoken words 
Uohn 12:48. See Rev. 20:12). 

Advice to "let God be the judge" to those who 
approach the judgment day in a sinful condition is 
cruel and uncaring. 

Fervent preaching and counseling on the things 
God's marriage law says can save many precious 
souls in our divorce-ridden generation. Focus on 
things his law does not say offers false hope to sin
ners, discourages them from repentance, and leaves 
other weak Christians vulnerable to the leaven of 
adultery. 

112 Wood Haven Court 
Red Oak, TX 75154 

(It is possible for a person to be in a marriage situ
ation that is intractable. The following is from the 
book, Soldier of the Cross, edited by Noble Patterson 
of Fort Worth, Texas, and gives us an insight from the 
powerful pen of Foy E. Wallace Jr., about how to 
handle a circumstance in which whatever the p~rson 
does is wrong. The article says: 

Marriage and Divorce 
On matters where people's lives wer~ affected by the 
argument, Wallace was compelled to speak out. One 
such matter was marriage and divorc~. During a 
meeting in Springfield, Missouri, in the late 1930s, a 
divorced man came forward with a large family and 
wanted to be immersed. The man's present wife and 
some of his children had obeyed the gospel. The el
ders conferred with Wallace about the matter. 
Wallace advised the elders that "the man should be 
baptized and allowed to raise his family in the 
church and leave his past mistakes to God's judg
ment in the resurrection." 

Wallace summed up his views on this issue: 

This law of divorce declares that remarriage by 
either party after unjustifiable divorce estab
lishes a state of adultery for the one who does 
so. But Christ omitted legislating a disciplinary 
procedure, indicating that such a legalized rela
tion becomes a principle of moral conduct be
tween the parties involved and God, and is left 
to his own judicial decision, not ours. With no 
course of action legislated, revealed or pre
scribed, we cannot make one without human 
legislation. The course of some preachers in de-
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manding separations and the breaking up of 
family relations, and the refusal to even baptize 
certain ones whose marriage status does not 
measure up to his standard of approval, is a pre
sumptuous procedure. It reveals the tendency to 
displace God as the 1 udge of us all, and a 
preacher ascends to the bench. More than teach
ing the moral principles involved, the preacher 
has no course of action revealed, and to establish 
one would result in human legislation, more far 
reaching in evil consequences than the moral ef
fects of divorcement limited to the persons in
volved. There are some things that are not sub
ject to the law of restitution, things done in cer
tain circumstances which cannot in later circum
stances be undone, which remain as matters be
tween God and the individual, and therefore re
served for the judgment. It is certain however 
that if the Lord jesus Christ had intended ~ 
course of action in these cases, he would not 
have left it for preachers to prescribe, but would 
have himself legislated it. 

Wallace's views on marriage and divorce had 
been common in the 1930s and 1940s. His views 
were shared by R.L. Whiteside, Burton Coffman, 
G. C. Brewer, Rue Porter, L.R. Wilson and James D. 
Bates. In the late 1970s Bates published a book en
t::it:.B:i, Not Under Bondage, and L. C. Sears wrote 
Bates in part: 

I have read with much astonishment your Not 
Under Bondage. Little did I realize that some in 
our time had become so extreme in their views 
on divorce and remarriage as to demand that 
marriages be broken up because of divorces be
fore people became Christians, that some be re
fused baptism who want to become Christians, 
and that those who disagree with them in these 
extreme views should be disfellowshipped. 

As amazing as it seemed to L.C. Sears, this trans
formation had taken place. While Wallace never 
preached on marriage and divorce as a hobby, he was 
not reticent to fully declare his views when the situa
tion demanded it. Though Wallace was not "disfel
lowshipped" by those with whom he disagreed, oth
ers were less fortunate. This was largely due to the 
remarkable status Wallace enjoyed as the septuage
narian embodiment of conservatism. 

Wallace was not trying to relax the strenuous 
teaching of the New Covenant on marriage, divorce, 
and remarriage, but was making an appeal to sancti
fied common sense. The monstrous damage to chil
dren when their parents divorce is a modern tragedy. 
Would God that every parent take the innocent child 
into consideration before bringing down upon its 
head the bitter fruit of divorce. 
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Baptism for Remission 
By James W. Farris 

In debating the command of baptism some have 
contended for different interpretations of Acts 
2:38, which reads: "Then Peter said unto them, 

Repent ar.zd let everyone of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 

Two prevalent possibilities for the meaning of the 
passage are (1) a person receives the remission of sins 
when he is obedient to the command of Christ to be 
baptized, and (2) baptism is an outer sign that the re
mission of sins already took place, suggesting that 
baptism is not an absolute requirement for salvation. 

We must look at the original word meaning, con
text, and intent of the author, also taking into con
sideration the overall teaching of the Bible pertaining 
to the requirements for remission of sins to resolve 
the matter. 
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The word for (eis in the Greek New Testament) 
has sparked some controversy. Some say it means 
"because of" and others say it means "to obtain." 
Those who say the word means "because of" suggest 
that baptism shows that remission of sins is already a 
reality. Those who say it means "to obtain" contend 
that baptism is necessary to accomplish remission of 
sins. 

Thayer states the word eis denotes the end to 
which a thing reaches or attains also the end to 
which a thing is adapted to attain. Arndt and Ging
rich says eis means to "denote purpose, in order to; 
for the forgiveness or so that sins might be forgiven." 

Other passages where "eis" is used include Mat
thew 26:28, "For this is my blood of the New Cov
enant which is shed for many for (eis) the remission 
of sins." In this passage, the blood shed was to make 
remission of sins possible. Jesus was not shedding his 
blood because sins had already been remitted. 

A.T. Robertson , a respected Greek grammarian, 
says, "This is the same idea pointed out in Matthew 
26:28. Christ was shedding his blood for, towards, 
unto remission of sins. Luke 3:3 states, "And he 
Uohn] went into all the region around Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission 
of sins." 

In studying Acts 2:38, we should notice the 
larger context. Jesus said to his apostles, "that repen
tance and remission of sins should be preached in 
His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem" 
(Luke 24:47). In Acts 2, we see Peter being obedient 
to the command of Christ in Luke 24:47 when he 
says, "Repent and let every one of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." 
Taking the definitions given by scholars and noticing 
similar language in Matthew 26:28 and Luke 3:3, we 
must understand eis to mean "in order to obtain." 

Dr. Barry Anderson stated: "Eis always denotes 
motion towards and never because of. If Luke had 
wished for something else to be the case, he would 
have used the word dia which could be translated 'on 
account of.' Eis is always prospective and not retro
spective." 

Acts 22:16 is another benchmark passage making 
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obvious the necessity of baptism for salvation. "Arise 
and be baptized washing away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord." 

The idea that baptism is an "outward sign of an 
inward grace" fails. The sins of the penitent believer 
are washed away, or remitted, in the act of baptism. 

Other passages showing the essentiality of bap
tism for salvation include Matthew 28:19-20, Mark 
16:15-16, Acts· 2:38, Romans 6:1-6, Galatians 
3:26-28 and 1 Peter 3:21. In these verses we see a 
common thread from which we must conclude the 
necessity of baptism. 

105 E. Planters 
San Augustine, TX 7 5972 

Farris04@cs.com 

(We should note that two passages used by propo
nents of the idea that baptism is because of the remis
sion of sins, instead of to obtain remission of sins, are 
Matthew 12:41 and Matthew 3:11. The former says 
that the nmen of Nineveh ... repented at (eis) the 
preaching of Jonah,,, and the latter says that John 
baptized in water nunto repentance." The argument 
is that people did not repent to obtain the preaching 
of Jonah but repented because of his preaching, and 
that John did not baptize to obtain repentance but be
cause of repentance. 

The problem with this explanation of the two 
verses is that it denies what the scholars say about the 
meaning of the Greek~word eis and it ignores the ex
press teaching of the Bible with reference to baptism 
and salvation. It creates a contradiction in scripture 
and must therefore be wrong. 

It is consistent with Holy Wtit and the academy 
to understand that the sinners of Nineveh repented 
into the preaching of Jonah. That is they did what he 
told them to do and his preaching produced repen
tance. It was preaching to obtain repentance. 
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This •unveiling of Russellism, • printed In 1940 is the expo
sure of false prophets, Charles Taze Russell and Judge 
Rutherford, the founders of the Jehovah's Witnesses. Their 
teachings on the return of Christ, the relationship of God to 
human governments, the necessity for obeying human gov
ernment, the nature of death, and many other things are 
shown by the Scriptures to be false. Brother Lambert ably 
refutes their errors. BKBU01 paperback, 111 pgs. 

$3.50 
plus $2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 

14 March 2001 
Firm Foundation 

When fohn baptized unto (eis) repentance the 
verse is not saying that he baptized those who had al
ready repented, but that when he baptized, the un
baptized would be constrained to repent and be bap
tized. So, it was a baptism to obtain repentance on 
the part of others and not on the part of the person 
being baptized. 

Another consideration is that Acts 2:3 8 ties bap
tism and repentance ("Repent, and be baptized ... for 
the remission of sins"). It is obvious that whatever 
the baptism is "for'' the repentance is "for" the same 
thing. A person does not repent because of the remis
sion of sins, but to obtain forgiveness. The same 
would therefore be true of baptism. The command 
was (1) repent, (2) be baptized, and (3) receipe remis
sions of sins. Sins are washed away in the act of bap
tism (Acts 22:16). Baptism saves according to 1 Peter 
3:21. F, 
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In the Fcimily 
By Burl Curtis 

In view of eternity, the greatest question of the 
ages is: Are you in the family of God? It ex
ceeds: Will the U.S. remain a super power? Will 

Social Security continue? Will a cure for cancer be 
fotind?" 

Jesus claimed that mankind faces eternity and 
proved all his claims by using the power God gave 
him to rise from the dead. He said, "I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
commandment received I from my Father" (John 
10:17-18; see also Rom. 1:4). 

Being in the family of God is the same as being 
saved from sin. The moment a person is saved, he is 
in God's family. 

There is a wide range of beliefs concerning who 
God does and does not accept. The universalist claims 
all people are accepted into the family of God by being 
created "in the image of God" and being a part of the 
brotherhood of man, even those who "refuse to have 
God in their knowledge" (Rom. 1:28a), or who "deny 
even the Master that bought them" (2 Pet. 2:2b). 

Others are not willing to depart from the Bible 
quite that far but believe those who will accept God 
as "The Force," whether he is called "God, Yahweh, 
Allah, Jehovah, Brahman, Shanq-Ti, or Izanami. 
"They all seriously want 'the Force' to be with them 
and you." The unsaved are those who "believe they 
are the only ones with the truth. They are the chil
dren of darkness" (Dr. Dennis R. Bennett, pastor 
First Presbyterian Church, Searcy, Ark., The Daily 
Citizen, Feb. 18, 2000, p. 2B.) 

Also, although they do not believe their denomi
nation saves, many sincere, good-hearted people be
lieve they are first accepted into God's family and 
then into a denominational family. 

God accepts no man's person (Gal. 2:6), so being 
worldly wise, mighty, noble, or of high rank does not 
assure acceptance with God but may be a hindrance (1 
Cor. 1 :26). "But in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him" 
(Acts 1 0:35). 

Do you want to "know assuredly" that you are in 
God's family? 

It does not matter what nation you are in, you 

must develop a deep reverence for God. As long as the 
one true God is unknown by you (Acts 17:22-34 ), ig
nored (Rom. 10:1-3 ), or made a joke (Gal. 6:6-7), you 
will not be accepted. 

If you fear God, you will listen carefully to what 
he says and then do what he requires. To work righ
teousness is to obey God. 

The beautiful and simple picture the Bible gives 
concerning being accepted into the family of God is 
that we must hear the gospel and believe it (Rom. 
1:16). Saving faith comes from hearing the word of 
God (Rom. 10:17). After we "know assuredly that 
God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom ye crucified" (Acts 2:36), we are commanded 
to "repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2:38). "Then they that received his word were bap
tized; and there were added unto them in that day 
about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). "And the 
Lord added to them day by day those that were saved" 
(Acts 2:47). 

When Jesus, who had no sin, was baptized he 
told John, "Suffer it now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfill all righteousness" (Matt. 3: 15). 
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It would not have been a work of righteousness 
for Jesus to command, "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16), if he himself re
fused to be baptized of John. 

Some say that being baptized unto the remission 
of sins discounts the blood of Christ. The exact op
posite is true: it magnifies the blood. Jesus shed his 
blood in his death and we are baptized into the death 
of Jesus (Rom. 6:11). All who are baptized for the 
wrong purpose, such as being baptized to become a 
member of a denomination, or solely as an act of 
obedience like praying or giving to the poor, under
value the power of the blood. 

We were buried therefore with him through bap
tism unto death: that like as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
so we also might walk in newness of life. For if 
we have become united with him in the likeness 
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 

his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man 
was crucified with him, that the body of sin 
might be done away, that so we should no longer 
be in bondage to sin; for he that hath died is jus
tified from sin. But if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him; knowing 
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 
more; death no more hath dominion over him. 
For the death that he died, he died unto sin 
once: but the life that he liveth, he liveth unto 
God. Even so reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ 
jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey the lusts thereof: nei
ther present your members unto sin as instru
ments of unrighteousness; but present your
selves unto God, as alive from the dead, and 
your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God (Rom. 6:4-13). 
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Saturday Night Communion? 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

The following observations were written down 
to crystallize in my own mind reasons for my 
own attitudes and actions. If they have valid

ity for others, they are welcome to them. If they have 
no validity, then perhaps I can be enlightened by 
those who know better. 

When Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper (as re
ported in the Synoptic Gospels), he gave no specific 
instructions about its repetition (Matt. 26:26££; 
Mark 14:22-23; Luke 22:17ff). Paul, however, stat
ing that the teaching was something he had received 
from the Lord, instructed the Corinthians that the 
Supper should be kept in memory of Jesus (1 Cor. 
11:13ff). 

Paul's phrase "Lord's Supper" (kyrikon deipnon) 
is repeated in the Didache 14:1 of the second 
century. It is generally agreed that Paul's Corinthian 
letter was written earlier than the Gospels. Paul 
gave no information about the date or frequency 
of the observance of the Supper. The result is that 
Christendom has widely divergent practices with 
some observing the Supper on Thursday night, some 
on special occasions of various sorts, and some on an 
occasional Lord's Day. These people justify their cus
toms on the lack of specific instructions in the Gos
pels plus a proof-texting appeal to Paul's words "as 
often as" (1 Cor. 11 :26) interpreted to mean in sub
stance "when ever you please." 

Our people, arguing that approved example is 
authority along with specific command, have de
duced from the episode in Acts 20:7 that the first day 
of the week is the proper time for the observance of 
the Supper. They have noted that there is no ex
ample of any other observance in the apostolic pe
riod, and they have supported their deduction on the 
reasoning that the Lord's Day is an observance in 
memory of the Lord's resurrection which is ob
served, not once a year, but on the first day of every 
week. 

The Lord died as often as he was raised - one 
time each. If there is a weekly memorial of the Lord's 
resurrection, it is altogether fitting that there be a 
weekly memorial of his death, and that memorial is 
in the observing of the Lord's Supper which shows 

forth the Lord's death and suffering until he comes 
(1 Cor. 11:26). Our people have also reasoned that 
the setting aside of money on the first day of the 
week (1 Cor. 16 :1-2), and the apostle John's being in 
the spirit on the Lord's Day (Rev. 1:10), though not 
dealing with the Lord's Supper, fit a picture where 
there were Lord's Day meetings. 

As far as has come to my attention, these lines of 
reasoning, coupled with the Troas example, are the 
bases for weekly communion on the Lord's Day. If 
there is a reason of like persuasiveness for monthly, 
annual, or special occasion communion, I have not 
seen it. 

However, there still remain certain quandaries 
about the Troas meeting. Was it a meeting on Satur
day evening (counted as the Lord's Day because Jews 
reckoned days from sunset to sunset) as J.W Mc
Garvey expounded in his widely used commentary 
on Acts, (J.W McGarvey, A New Commentary on 
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Acts [1892; reprint Des Moines, Iowa: Eugene S. 
Smith, n.d.], pp. 181-82) or was it a Sunday night 
meeting of a day counted as starting either at day
light or at the previous midnight? Consequences of 
these questions with one answer given would justify 
Saturday night (by present day count) communion 
while at the same time disenfranchising Sunday night 
communion. The opposite answer would have the 
opposite two consequences. 

The whole question seems to turn on two points. 
The one is the meaning of the term "break bread," 
and the other is the time of the Troas meeting. These 
will be considered in sequence. 

The one phrase "breaking of bread" (klasei tou 
artou) has two separate meanings in the New Testa-

Come study with us ... 

ment which can be distinguished from each other 
only by the context in which they occur. The phrase 
describes what took place at any meal in the biblical 
world Qer. 16:7; Lam. 4 :4). Neither sliced bread nor 
the slicing of bread had made their advents. Jesus 
broke bread when he fed both the five thousand and 
the four thousand (Matt. 14:19; 15:36; Mark 6:4-21 
8:6, 19). 

Jesus likely was not observing the Lord's Supper 
with the two disciples at Emmaus in the breaking of 
bread (klasei tou artou; Luke 24:30, 35), though the 
phrase used to describe the event is the same as that 
of Acts 2:42. The early church did not observe the 
Lord's Supper every day at the beginning as I have 
heard some people contend. The contrast is between 
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being in the temple (en to hiero) and what they did at 
home (kat' oikon). They ate their meals at home 
(klontes te kat' oikon arton; Acts 2:46). The singular 
"at home" (kat' oikon) is different in import from the 
plural "from house to house" (kat' oikous; Acts 
20:20). 

Paul did not observe the Lord's Supper with pa
gan sailors on the ship after fourteen days in the 

· storm (Acts 27:35); he ate a meal. On the other 
hands, Jesus, in instituting the Lord's Supper, broke 
bread (arton ... eklasen; Matt. 26:26; Mark 14:22). 
Paul described the same to the Corinthians (ton arton 
bon klomen; 1 Cor. 10: 16; arton ... eklasen; 1 Cor .. 
11:24). The four items in which the early Christians 
continued included breaking bread (te klasei tou 
artou; Acts 2:42). It is the context which suggests the 
interpretation. We will return to the implications of 
this term as far as the Troas case is concerned. 

In considering t_he time of the Troas meeting, Mc
Garvey reasoned that the time in Troas would be reck
oned by Jewish count which went from sunset to sun
set. In his mind, the church meeting there had to be on 
what for us is Saturday night; otherwise it would have 
been after the Lord's day (which ended at sunset) had 
passed, would have been on Monday, and would not 
have been on the Lord-'s day at all. McGarvey (without 
explicitly stating it) further reasoned that Paul contin
ued his speech until midnight and then broke bread, 
which act he understood to be the observing of the 
Supper. With McGarvey's assumptions, had the day 
ended at midnight, then the observance of the Supper 
would have been on Monday morning before daylight 
and not on the Lord's Day at all. 

It seems to me there are two assumptions here that 
need examining. The first is that the Troas congrega
tion was Jewish and was observing Jewish count of 
time. I know of no specific evidence that Paul won 
people out of the synagogue in Troas, though I readily 
recognize that he did so at other places. That the con
gregation was Jewish or was observing Jewish customs 
is not mentioned in Acts 16:8; 2 Corinthians 2:12-13, 
or 2 Timothy 4:13- all of which deal with Paul's 
contact with Troas. I know of no Christians of Troas of 
whom one can say with confidence "These are (or have 
been) Jews." Troas was a Roman provincial town, not 
a Jewish town. I do not question that there may have 
been a Jewish segment in the town's population. That 
a Roman provincial town far from Judea would be 
reckoning time by Jewish count seems to me quite un
likely. I would like to see the evidence for supposing 
that they would. 

Different cultures in the biblical world had dif-
ferent practices in counting days. Pliny said: 

The Babylonians count the period between the 
two sunrises, the Athenians that between the 
two sunsets, the Umbrians from midday to mid
day, the common people everywhere from 
dawn to dark, the Roman priests and the au
thorities who fixed the official day, and also the 
Egyptians and Hipparchus, the period from 
midnight to midnight (Natural History 
2.78.188). 

Notice that the Romans had a day from midnight to 
midnight. 

There is not one unified system of reckoning 
days used throughout the Old Testament and the 
New Testament. In certain passages of the Gospel 
and Acts, the day is considered as beginning in the 
morning (Mark. 11:11). Matthew 28:1; Mark 
16:1£.; and Luke 21:56-24:1 all consider that the 
first day of the week began with dawn following the 
preceding Sabbath. Matthew 11:11-12 and Acts 4:3 
have a contrast between evening and the morrow, 
indicating that the new day would begin the next 
morning just as was done in Genesis 19:34. Though 
the case is not 100 percent certain, John 1:39 and 
4:6, 52 are thought more appropriately counted by 
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a system that reckoned from midnight rather than 
from daylight. 

In other New Testament passages (Mark 1:32; 
Luke 4:40), the other Old Testament usage of count
ing a new day as starting at sunset is to be seen (cf. 
Lev. 23:27, 32). The rabbis followed this Old Testa
ment system in their time count. McGarvey (in the 
light of current information) was in error in his state
ment that as far as is known there was no other sys
tem of counting time used than that from sunset to 
sunset. 

It would seem to me that Paul's intention to de
part "on the morrow" (Acts 20:7) suggests that be
tween the beginning of the assembly in Troas and the 
daylight he would be shifting from one day to the 
next, not merely entering another phase of the same 
day. On these bases, I would consider that the church 
in Troas met on Sunday night and that Paul traveled 
on Monday morning. 

McGarvey assumed that what Paul did after his 
sermon and after midnight was to observe the Lord's 
Supper. The assumption is based on identifying 
"breaking of bread" with the Lord's Supper. We have 
already seen that this assumption is possible, but is 
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not a necessary one. It could have been of an ordi
nary meal which Paul partook after his sermon. 

But does not making "had broken bread and 
eaten" (Acts 20:11) to be a meal rob Acts 20:7-12 of 
any significance at all for determining when to ob
serve the Lord's supper? Not if one assumes that the 
term "breaking of bread" is used in its two possible 
meanings in close context with each other. Such a 
shift of meaning in close proximity seems likely in 
Acts 2:42-46. The one instance speaks of continuing 
steadfastly in a context which suggests the Lord's 
Supper. The other speaks of eating meals at home. In 
a like way, the church in Troas could gather for the 
Lord's Supper (synegmenon hemon klasai arton; Acts 
20:7) which has the verb in common with "come to
gether to eat" (synerchomenoi eis to phagein) of 1 
Corinthians 11:23. Early in the second century, 
Ignatius also used the phrase "come together to 
break bread." The Troas people met in an upper 
room where there were many lights and where there 
was an address by Paul. They could have observed 
what they came together for (without its being men
tioned again), and Paul then preached to them until 
midnight. Eutychus fell out the window, was raised, 
and then they ate a meal (klasas ton arton; "broke 
bread"; Acts 20: 11). One observes that the story uses 
a first person plural in verses 7-8, a third singular in 
verse 11, and a third plural in verse 12. The parti
ciples of the sentence (v. 11). are controlled by the 
third singular verb exelthen ("he departed"): but 
whether Paul ate alone or others ate with him is not 
crucial to the argument. With this interpretation, the 
fact that bread was broken after midnight would not 
suggest a Monday morning observance of the Lord's 
Supper. 

Suppose, however, that Jewish count of time was 
being observed in Troas and that "break bread" (Acts 
20:11), which was done after Paul's sermon, was not 
a common meal but was the Lord's Supper, it was 
not observed until after midnight; hence, it would 
have been on the Lord's Day (the first day of the 
week) by either system of count - the one that 
started the day at sundown and the one that started 
the day at midnight. Paul's act would offer an ex
ample to which neither Jew nor Gentile could take 
exception because of his time count - not one that 
favored one side of this problem. 
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G.C. Brewer, taking a different view from that 
which I have presented, granted that the use of the 
definite article with artos (bread) in Greek does not 
always designate the Lord's Supper. But he con
tended that the definite article (ton arton; Acts 
20: 11) in this context definitely designated the 
Lord's Supper. He concluded that to be infallibly 
safe that Christians should observe communion be
tween midnight on Saturday and sundown on Sun
day, but not on Sunday night after sunset (G.C. 
Brewer, "Contending for the Faith" [Nashville; Gos
pel Advoiate, 1941], pp. 329-36). 

The verb geusamenos (for eat) is used by Luke 
for ordinary eating (Luke 14:24; Acts 10:10; 23:14), 
but no argument can be made on that fact. In 
Corinth, ordinarily eating preceded the Lord's Sup
per (1 Cor. 11:17-24) rather than following it. 

Though counting noses solves nothing, Kirsopp 
Lake and Henry Cadbury, F.F. Bruce, and David 
John Williams all think that Roman time count is be
ing followed in Acts 20:7 (Kirsopp Lake and Henry 
Cadbury, The Beginnings of Christianity Pt. 1, The 
Aas of the Apostles, Vol. IV. English Translation and 
Commentary [reprinted. Grand Rapids: Baker Book 
House, 1968], 0. 255); (F.F. Bruce, The Acts of the 
Apostles [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1952, p. 372]); 
(The Book of Acts, The New International Commen
tary on the New Testament [Grand Rapids; 
Eerdmans, 1956], pp. 408-09); (David John Will
iams, Acts. A Good News Commentary [San Fran
cisco: Harper and Row, 1985], p. 341). 

The ruler Pliny informed the emperor Trajan that 
in Bithynia in the early second century the Christians 
there assembled on a fixed day before daylight and 
sang by turns a hymn to Christ as god, and that they 
bound themselves with an oath, not for any crime, 
but to commit neither theft, nor robbery, nor adul
tery, not to break their word and not to deny a de
posit when demanded; after these things were done, 
it was their custom to depart and meet together 
again to take food, but ordinary and harmless food, 
and they said that even this had ceased after his edict 
was issued by which existence of clubs was forbidden 
(Ep. 96). This the earliest non-biblical account of a 
Christian worship service does not suggest that it 
was a Saturday night meeting. 

Suppose that on a plea of the right of Christian 
freedom one argues that if converted Jews wish to 
continue their traditional time count as a part of 
their national heritage and observe the Lord's Sup
per on Saturday night (the first day of the week to 

them since they count the day as starting at sun
down), they have the same right to do that as Paul 
did to circumcise Timothy (Acts 16: 1), to cut his 
own hair for a vow (Acts 18:18), or to be responsible 
for the men in Jerusalem who had a vow (Acts 
21:23-26). Should one grant the. most possible and 
say that they do have such a right, there still remains 
no reason why such Jews should expect Gentiles to 
join them in any such practices. It would seem to me 
that to observe Jewish time count would be in the 
same category as observing Jewish circumcision, 
Jewish Passover, or any other festival, and that such a 
practice would offer the problems Paul discusses in 
the Galatian letter. I would not expect an unbeliev
ing Jewish friend to share in a baptism or in a com
munion service. I might out of curiosity want to ob
serve what he does on a circumcision occasion or on 
a Passover night, but I would not care to participate. 
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed! 

I see the question I have discussed as a barrier 
which will continue racial divisions in the church, 
making it impossible for full interracial fellowship 
ever to develop. For such practices to go on, the 
"neither Jew nor Gentile" situation has to be forgot
ten in a perpetual arrangement of Jewish congrega
tions on one side and non-Jewish on the other. 
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Understanding Grace 
By Randy Reagan 

Men have long searched for an understand
ing of the grace of God. Much error has 
come. out of the religious world because 

many do not understand what grace is, and how man 
receives it. Most of the misunderstanding is because 
we try to make difficult and complex what is simple 
and easy. 

Many contend that grace only will take us to 
heaven. Others believe that God's grace is of such 
power and magnitude that once we have it, we can
not lose it no matter what we do or fail to do. 

God's word contradicts both of these ideas about 
grace and gives us a right understanding of the subject. 

The first book of the Bible tells us about grace, 
making the following points: 

1. Man became exceedingly wicked and his ev
ery thought was continually evil (Gen. 6:5). 

2. God decided that man had to be destroyed 
(Gen. 6:5-7). 

3. Noah found grace in God's eyes (Gen. 6:8). 
4. Noah was told to build an ark (Gen. 6:13-14). 
5. Noah could obey God and build the ark pre

cisely as commanded, or he could suffer the fate that 
awaited the rest of mankind. 

6. Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2 Pet. 
2:5), which implies that sinners could have repented 
and joined Noah in the ark. 

7. No one outside Noah's family repented, and 
only a few (eight souls) were saved in the ark (1 Pet. 
3:18-21). 

8. The ark was loaded with animals and provi
sions (Gen. 6: 19-22). 

9. The flood came and everything in which there 
was the breath of life and that was outside the ark 
perished (Gen. 7:23) 

So, how does this Old Testament salvation story 
explain God's grace? Here is the order outlined in 
Genesis chapter six: (a) Man's need; (b) God's gift; 
(c) Instructions; (d) The result. 

We all sin and have need of salvation (Rom. 
3:23). 

While we were yet sinners, God sent his Son to 
die for us (Rom. 5:8). In this way, God extended his 
saving grace to us. 
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God told us there would be some things that we 
must do to have access to the gift (grace) of salvation 
that is only in Jesus (Acts 4: 12). We must believe 
(Heb. 11:6). We must repent (Luke 13:3). We must 
confess Jesus (Matt. 10:32-33). We must be baptized 
to receive remission of our sins (Acts 2:38)). We 
must be faithful (Rev. 2:10). 

When God told us these conditions, we had a 
choice. We could obey God at which point Jte would 
add us to the safety of Christ's church (Acts 2:47; 
Gal. 3:27), or we could ignore his commandments 
and join the fate of all mankind who were disobedi
ent. 

As long as I am in the safety of the Lord's church, 
I have grace (the gift) of salvation. It is God's grace 
accepted by obedience that brings salvation. What is 
available to one is available to all and on the same 
conditions because God is not a respecter of persons 
(Acts 10:34). 

Grace brings law and law gives instruction and 
obedience secures salvation. 

For the grace of God hath appeared,, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly and righteously and godly in 
this present world; looking for the blessed hope 
and appearing of the glory of the great God and 
our Saviour jesus Christ; who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a people for his own 
possession, zealous of good works {Titus 2: 11-
14). 

Who in the days of his flesh, having offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying 
and tears unto him that was able to save him 
from death, and having been heard for his godly 
fear, though he was a Son, yet learned obedience 
by the things which he suffered; and having 
been made perfect, he became unto all them that 
obey him the author of eternal salvation (Heb. 
5:7-9). 

Simple, isn't it? 
P.O. Box402 
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Dodrine and Church Growth 
By Walter Swain 

E xtensive surveys reveal that the most sig
nificant factor affecting a religious 
group's growth is how aggressive members 

are in making converts. Unless we believe others 
need to be what we are, there is little motivation 
for evangelism. The result of weak doctrinal con
viction is few conversions. A strong doctrinal 
stance does not hinder growth .... The worst mis
take we can make is to compromise God's Word 
Uerry Humphries, Executive Director, Leader
ship and Church Growth International, LCGI 
Newsletter, january 1998). 

Church growth is the concern of all. But how to 
bring this about is approached in different ways. 
Brother Humphries has made a statement that needs 
to be considered by all concerned with church 
growth. His point is well made, and stands true, as 
shown by the history of the church itself. Several im
portant points should be noted: 

1. The gospel is the power to save. Paul states 
this in Romans 1:16-17. The word gospel is translated 
from a Greek worCI meaning, "glad tidings" or "good 
news." It is used in the New Testament to refer to the 
total Christian message (Phil. 1:27; Acts 20:27). The 
basis of the gospel is found in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 
which is the death, burial and resurrection of Christ; 
but the word is used in other places to refer to the 
Christian message (Rom. 1:1; 2:16; Gal. 1:8-9, 2:14; 
Phil. 1:5, 2:22; 1 Thess. 3:2). The gospel was given to 
us by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). Paul writes 
that we can read it, know it, and understand it (Eph. 
3: 1-5). Thus, salvation comes only through the Word, 
the teaching, or doctrine, of the New Testament. No 
one can be saved otherwise. 

2. The proclamation of the true doctrine creates 
and perpetuates the church as God would have it. 
We are commanded to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to the lost (Mark 16:15-16). Paul 
urges the young preacher Timothy to "preach the 
Word" (2 Tim. 4:1-4). The church was first estab
lished and continued in the world through the 
preaching of the apostles' doctrine (Acts 2). Luke 
records the birth of the church in this second chap
ter of Acts. He tells us that Peter preached the word. 
The people heard it and accepted it as true. The 
people obeyed the doctrine that Peter gave them to 

become Christians. God added those who did so to 
the church. The church contin~ed in the "apostles' 
doctrine" (v. 42). If the same procedure is followed 
today, it will bring the same results. People cannot 
hear error, believe error, obey error, and be right 
with God. Only the true doctrine, believed and 
obeyed, can create the true church. This is why the 
growth of the church depends on our attitude to
ward the true doctrine of Christ. If people are saved 
in their error, then we are not going to try to con
vert them. To believe they are lost and in error, we 
must be convinced and convicted that only those 
who have heard the truth, believed it, obeyed it, and 
are following it now, are saved. This is not judging 
others, but understanding their condition, and being 
willing to try to do something about it. God will 
make the final judgment on all souls, but we must 
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do all we can here to help those who are lost in er
ror to be saved. 

We are told not to fellowship those who pervert 
the true gospel. That some will pervert the gospel is 
certain (Gal. 1:6-10; Acts 20:29-30;2 Pet. 3:16-17). 
There are many false prophets and teachers in the 
world. We cannot cause the church to grow by fellow
shipping such teachers in their error. In fact, we are 
told not to do so (Rom. 16:17-18; 2 Thess. 3:6,14-
15). The church must maintain its exclusiveness if it is 
to grow. We only weaken the gospel when we have 
fellowship with error. The church must change the 
world, the world must not change the church. Taking 
a stand is of utmost importance. Those who truly seek 
the truth will recognize our stand for the truth, and 
will want to become a part of it. This is how the 
church grows as God would have it. 

The church will only grow in proportion to how 
the doctrine of the New Testament is proclaimed and 
followed by the church. It will decline in proportion 
to how that doctrine is neglected, compromised and 
not followed. 

Trying to please others, make them feel good, 
and accepting their errors will not bring true growth. 
Boldly taking a stand for the truth, and proclaiming 
it in love without compromise will bring gro~h. 

History bears this out, and it will hold true now 
and in the future. Preach the Word! 

532 Laborcita Canyon Road 
La Luz, NM 88337 

PC Study Bible 
Here is a no-lose proposition. 
We strongly believe that if you try the PC Study Bible 
program on your own computer in your own office or 
home, you will best be able to evaluate its power and 
appreciate more fully its value. 
So - here is the deal -. Order the program and use It 
or 30 days. If you are not satisfied, return it. 
If you return the program within 30 days, you will never 
be billed - no questions asked. 
By the way, we (Firm Foundation) recommend that you 
try the Complete Reference Library, which sells for 
$279.95. It is the equivalent of 100 volumes and that fig
ures to $2.80 per volume. (Talk about a bargain I) 
How's that for a win/win situation? 

Order right now by calling 

1-800-572·3619. 
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PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 editions 

Editions 

Ktna James Version ., ., ., 
New King James Version ., ., ., 
New lntemational Version ., ., ., 
American Standard Version 

., ., ., 
New American Standard Bible ., ., ., 
New American Standard Bible Update 

., ., 
The Uvlng Bible 

., 
Revised Standard Version 

., 
Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version ., ., ., 
Nave's Topical Bible 

., ., ., 
Treasury of Scripture Knowledge ., ., ., 
Nelson's Bible Dictionary ., ., ., 
Faussers Bible Dictionary 

., ., ., 
New Unger's Bible Dictionary 

., ., 
lntemational Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) 

., ., 
Matthew Henry's commentary (6 vol.) 

., ., ., 
Wycflffe Bible Commentary ., ., ., 
Bames' Notes on the OT & NT (14 vol.) 

., ., 
Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) 

., 
Jamieson Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vol.) 

., 
Strona's Greek-Hebrew Concordance 

., ., ., 
Enallshman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance 

., ., ., 
Brown Driver Briaas' Greek Definitions ., ., ., 
Thayer's Hebrew Definitions 

., ., ., 
Interlinear Bible 

., ., 
Greek (UBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text 

., 
VIne's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 

., ., ., 
Vincenrs Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) ., 
Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testament (6 vol.) 

., 
Kell & Dalltzsch's Old Testament Commentary (10 vol.) 

., 
Personal Notes ., ., ., 
Bible Study/Reading Plan ., ., ., 
Bible Outlines ., ., ., 
Bible Maps ., ., ., 
Bible Photo Collection ., ., ., 
The Fundamentals, by R. A. Torrey ., ., ., 
The Apocalypse, by J. A. Selss ., ., ., 
Spurgeon's Encyclopedia of Sermons (8 vol.) ., ., ., 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1* Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3* New Reference Library ••••••••••••• 149.95 ........... 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD; add .50 for each additional CD 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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(Here is a helpful and enlightening statement from the president of Freed-Hardeman University. The an
nouncement appeared in Seasons of FHU (Fall 2000), a publication of the university.) 

This We Believe ••• 

I t the end of a millennium, I want to reaffirm 
some of the principles that govern our mis
sion at Freed-Hardeman and will continue to 

guide us into the next millennium. These principles 
are founded in biblical truth. The following state
ments do not include all the biblical truth one should 
embrace. The only complete statement of such is the 
Bible itself. However, this statement will attempt to 
touch on some of the fundamental principles and 
truths we at Freed-Hardeman University are commit
ted to upholding and defending. 

+ We believe the Bible is the complete, inerrant 
and inspired word of God. 

+We believe in man's creation from the dust of 
the ground by God. 

+We believe Jesus Christ, God's divine son, 
lived on earth, died, was buried and was bodily res
urrected from the dead. 

+ We believe Christ established his church as one 
body and desires it to remain one. 

+We believe baptism is a burial in water for the 
remission of sins and is essential to membership in 
Christ's church and therefore essential to salvation. 

+We believe the Lord's Supper is to be observed 
by Christians on every first day of the week, and only 
on the first day of the week, as part of God-approved 
worship. 

+We believe singing and making melody in one's 
heart, without the use of man-made instruments, is 
the only acceptable way to worship God in song. 

+We believe marriage was established by God 
and designed to be a lifelong union between a man 
and a woman. 

+We believe an innocent person with a living 
mate is permitted by God to divorce and remarry 
only when the other mate has committed fornication 
(Matt. 19:9). . 

+ We believe in making disciples of all nations by 
preaching the gospel, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything Christ has com
manded (Matt 28:19). 

+We believe one must love the Lord his God 

with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his 
mind and with all his strength (Mark 12:30). 

+We believe one should love his neighbor as 
himself (Mark 12:31). 

+ We believe God established male leadership 
and responsibility in the home and in the church. 

+ We believe the Christian life is the best life 
both now and forever. 

+We believe the Bible emphasizes God's grace 
and man's response of love and obedience as being 
necessary to man's salvation. 

These and all other biblical truths will continue 
to be embraced and defended by the current admin
istration of FHU in accordance with Paul's admoni
tion to speak "the truth in love" (Eph. 4:15). We be
lieve in training FHU students to be servant leaders 
in the church, home~ school and society. Teaching 
truth, we believe, will build the faith of our students 
and enhance the growth of the church for the centu
ries to come. 

(The Firm Foundation congratulates President 
Sewell on his statement and the university on its 
stand. When Luke wrote to Theophilus he spoke of 
"those things which are most surely believed among 
us'' KJY. Luke made it plain that ~~those things" were 
the fulfillment of prophecy, revealed by the Holy 
Spirit, and inscribed in an eternal volume. We believe 
what we believe because it is the teaching of the Bible 
- all other religious belief is futile, and without seri
ous value.) ~ 

In the Shadow of Datwin: 
a Review of the Teachings 
of John N. Clayton 
by Wayne Jackson and Bert Thompson 
A review ofthe efforts of John N. Clayton of South Bend, 
Indiana to incorporate geologic time and evolutionary theories 
into the Genesis record. 170 pgs. paperbaclc 

$4.00 plus Sl. 75 shipping & handling 
Teus residents add 8.%5% sales tax 
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Stand Firm 
By E. Claude Gardner, Ph.D. 

In October 1999 the annual meeting of the aca
demic officers of the Christian colleges and uni
versities was held at Rochester College, Roches

ter, Michigan. This meeting (rotated from campus to 
campus) is for the purpose of exchanging ideas and 
information, and for discussing academic policies. It 
does not vote nor attempt to legislate. 

In the 1999 sessions the program took a turn 
which led to consternation on the part of some of the 
vice presidents and deans. 

Presentations were made that showed there was 
an agenda to try to influence the Christian colleges 
toward changes which would be contrary to the his
toric purpose of their foundings. 

Here are points the presenters made: 
· 1. The church of Christ is a denomination which 

is southern, mainly rural, aging and declining. 
Hence, the colleges that want to survive should 
avoid depending on this "sect." 

2. The worship and practice of churches of 
Christ in not from biblical teaching but rather from 
the Stone-Campbell tradition. 

3. It would be appropriate to identify members 
of the church by some denominational term to dis
tinguish them from others. It is offensive language to 
use the term Christian as a synonym for members of 
the church of Christ, and using terms like the 
"Lord's church" to describe the church of Christ. 

4. The academic officers were urged to have dis
course continually with. scholars from traditions 
other than those of the Stone-Campbell movement 
to honestly pursue truth because "we may be 
wrong." We must allow people of other traditions to 
have freedo~. 

5. The Christian colleges must pin their hope on 
the "progressive segment" of the church. It is impor
tant to consider the latest scholarship to understand 
the Bible. 

6. The community church concept was proposed 
by some as a good model for the church. 

7. The Christian schools should find ways to 
cope with problems as a female faculty member pray
ing publicly in a class of men. 

The grand finale address was given by the presi-
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dent of Rochester College. He intoned some of the 
same thoughts he presented in a document on De
cember 15, 1998 entitled "Rochester College, 
Churches of Christ, and Nondenominational Chris
tianity." This reinforcement is evident from his paper 
when he said: 

But, that does not require us to isolate ourselves 
from the Christ affirming religious community 
around us nor to prevent them from ever contrib
uting to issues and events in which we share com
mon interest .•.• Rather, we may simply need to 
discontinue proclaiming or implying that our tra
ditional way to practice is the ONLY perspective 
on that practice that is acceptable to God. Like
wise, we should ~iscontinue using vocabulary 
which implies that the Lord's church is exclu
sively one and the same group of persons in the 
set of congregations generally known in their 
communities as the Church of Christ. 

The deans meeting was a prelude to a proposed 
mass meeting of the top personnel and faculty of all 
Christian colleges and universities. 

The purpose may have been unclear at first but 
in later meetings it appears to be conditioning of the 
colleges to change their focus and policies. 

· It is evident that speakers would be used who are 
of the liberal bent. 

It is uncertain whether this conclave will take 
place in Dallas in the summer of 2001 and if it hap
pens what universities will be represented. 

Respectfully we sound this solemn warning: the 
Christian universities, colleges and schools must be 
responsible and never become the leader in a new 
apostasy. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, TN 38340 

Logic and the Bible 
by Thomas B. Warren 

The rejection ~the crucial role of valid reasoning In con
nection with the explicit teaching of the Bible Is a most seri
ous problem facing religion. This book proves that men are 
under obligation to be rational- they must draw only such 
conclusions as are warranted by the evidence. 
$8.00 plus $2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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America's Mirror 
By Frank Chesser 

The Moabites were descendants of Lot, the 
nephew of Abraham. Beginning with Balak's 
attempt to curse Israel (Num. 22), the enmity 

between Moab and Israel was deep and perpetual. 
Nestled among the mountains, with the desert inhib
iting the enemy to the east and the Dead Sea serving 
as fortification to the west, Moab enjoyed a geo
graphic shelter. Lying off the well-worn path of na
tions greedy for power, spoil and expansion, Moab 
had lived in relative quiet all her national life. 

Though no stranger to invasion and the exaction 
of tribute, with the exception of her defeat by the 
coalition of Judah, Israel and Ed om (2 Kings 3 ), 
Moab had never felt the heavy hand. of destruction 
upon her cities, nor tasted the bitter dregs of captiv
ity. The national, social and political life of Moab re
mained intact. 

Moab's basic problem was pride. Isaiah declared, 
"We have heard of the pride of Moab, he is very 
proud" (Isa. 16:6). The nation's arrogant pride lay in 
her god, treasures, military might, attainments and 
position of power in the world. No nation can long 
stand with sand as its foundation, for "righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people" (Prov. 14: 34). Thus, Jeremiah 48 gives a de
tailed description of God's judgment on Moab. 

America is a carbon copy of ancient Moab. Em-
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braced by oceans and cradled in mountains, America 
is a land of great wealth and natural resources. 
Though no stranger to the sound of the gun, the 
smell of youthful blood and the sight of a premature 
grave, its flag of freedom flies untouched by the en
slaving hand of its enemies. However, America is a 
nation of pompous pride, at war with God. The can
cers of materialism and hedonism are eating away at 
our vital organs. The highest court in the land has re
moved God from the classroom and life from the 
womb. Educators, bowing in homage to their own 
intellect, have deemed God the fanciful invention of 
inferior minds. 

Humanism has vowed to transform America into 
an atheistic society by the year 2000. Public nudity, 
sexual perversion and obscene speech are the in 
things. Eat, drink and be merry is the prevailing phi
losophy of the "now" generation. Ten righteous 
souls would have restrained the divine hammer of 
judgment from shattering Sodom and its neighbors. 
Void of penitence, the judgment that befell ancient 
Moab will inevitably afflict America. 

6273 Sycamore Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
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Ascertaining Bible Authority 
by Roy Deaver 

Human beings do not establish Bible authority. It 
is God himself who establishes the authority. It is 
our responsibility to discover that authority (In 
connection with required attitudes and conduct), 
to respect it, and to be governed by it. 

paperback • 90 pages 
$6.00 each 

plus $2.60 shipping snd handling for one book 
Texas residents sdd 8.26" sales tsx 
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Potpourri ••• 

T hree teenagers who pepper-sprayed a man be
cause he was Christian have given the state of 
Wisconsin an unprecedented forum for flex

ing the muscles of its hate-crimes' law. 
Authorities believe the case may be the first inci

dent of a victim being targeted because he or she was 
Christian since the Wisconsin measure was enacted 
in 1991. 

According to the Wisconsin Post-Crescent, the 
three defendants - Daniel C. Lewis, 18, Sam R. 
Chartier II, 17, and Patrick B. Corey, 17 - were 
cruising the neighborhoods of Kaukauna, Wis., in 
search of a victim in the very early hours of Sept. 16. 
Around 6 a.m., the trio happened upon a house with 
a sign reading, "You think you got it all? Got Jesus?" 
posted in the yard. 

While Chartier waited by the car, Lewis and 
Corey approached the home, knocked on the front 
door and when a man answered, sprayed the victim 
in the eyes and face with the pepper spray, the Post
Crescent reported. The victim said his assailants 
yelled, "Jesus is a fag!" and "Satan rules, Jesus will 
not prevail," according to the police report cited by 
the newspaper. • 

Gratitude 
0 NEW YORK (UPI) -There is one virtue on 

. which the pious, the philosophers and even deniers 
· of God seem to agree, and that's gratitude. 

The latest news about gratitude is scientific: ac
cording to research data accumulated by Robert A. 
Emmons, professor of psychology at the University 
of California, Davis, gratitude makes you healthier, 
smarter and more energetic. 

Emmons made participants in his study keep 
weekly journals of gratitude, and then compared 
them with others who didn't jot down who they 
should thank and what for. 

In the January issue of Research News in Science 
and Theology, Emmons published the preliminary re
sults. The grateful ones, he found, "exercised more 
regularly, reported fewer physical symptoms, felt 
better about their lives as a whole and were more op
timistic about the upcoming week." 

This comes as no surprise to the biblically in-
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formed seeing thankfulness is often commanded of 
those who would serve God (1 Thess. 5:18; Eph. 
5 :20; Col. 3: 17). 

~~In nothing be anxious; but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re
quests be made known unto God'' (Phil. 4:6). 

llomopbile 
0 CNSNews.com, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2001, a 

conservative family group is suing the Pinellas 
County, Fla., transit authority in federal court for re
fusing to display posters advertising a conference on 
understanding and preventing homosexuality. 

Colorado-based Focus on the Family issued a 
statement saying, "The Pinellas Suncoast Transit Au
thority should not be permitted to purposefully ex
clude us from the same privileges and promotional 
opportunities they offer to others simply because 
they don't like what we say." 
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The suit stems from a Focus on the Family confer
ence in Tampa last February. Posters advertising the 
conference were titled, "Love Won Out: Addressing, 
Understanding and Preventing Homosexuality." 

The Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority refused 
to display the posters in its bus shelters, claiming 
they were controversial and violated the transit 
group's policy against ads with "political content." 

Focus on the Family's Tom Minnery said: "The 
notion that our conference message is 'political' is lu
dicrous. Our conference dares to tell people that 
gays can change. While this may not be culturally 
popular, it's certainly the truth." Focus on the Family 
says at the heart of its lawsuit is the argument that 
"some voices deserve to be heard more than others." 

Page Two 

0 A Temple University student who protested a 
theatrical depiction of Jesus Christ as a homosexual 
and was subsequently allegedly forced to undergo a 
mental evaluation is seeking punitive damages 
against the school officials who reportedly tried to 
commit him to a psychiatric ward. 

The process is in the discovery stages and tenta
tively scheduled for court by 2002, said Brian 
Fabling, a senior trial attorney for American Family 
Association Law Center in Mississippi. 

At issue is whether university officials violated 
then-junior Michael Anthony Marcavage's civil 
rights when he reportedly tried to offer fellow stu
dents an option to the planned production of "Cor
pus Christi," a New York play that features a homo
sexual Jesus Christ. 

"Temple University unequivocally denies the al
. legations Mr. Marcavage has set forth in his lawsuit," 

said Harriet K. Goodheart, the acting director of 
communications. 

Goodheart said she could not comment on spe
cifics because the case was "in litigation." One of the 
named defendants - Vice President of Operations 
William Bergman - did not return a telephone call. 

The controversy began in the fall of i999, when 
the student theater department decided to produce a 
version of the Broadway play that included a por
trayal of Jesus Christ as the "king of queers" and 
pointed to his supposed sexual relations with dis
ciples as the reason for the crucifixion. 

Marcavage, according to his attorney, Fabling, 
asked university officials for permission to launch a 
"counter-production" to portray "Christ and who he 
really is" from a traditional Christian perspective. 

"He received permission from the university to 
do that, and the university said they were going to 
erect a stage" for his play, Fabling continued. 

On Nov. 2, 1999, however, a week before both 
plays were scheduled to debut, Marcavage was re
portedly told by Bergman and Managing Director of 
Campus Safety Services Carl Bittenbender to cancel 
because of lack of money for a staging area. 

"Michael was upset, he went to the bathroom to 
think about [the cancellation] for a few minutes, and 
then ... these officials ·came and escorted him back to 
the office and seated him down in the chair," Fabling 
said. 

Marcavage "got up to leave" because he believed 
the conversation had already ended, but was 
"pushed to the floor, then handcuffed and taken to 
the Temple University Hospital psychiatric ward ... 
and committed," Fabling continued. 

"Bittenbender [swore] Michael demonstrated a 
clear and present danger to harm himself and others, 
that he has threatened others and threatened sui-
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cide," he said. "The doctor evaluated Michael and 
saw no reason why he was committed" and subse
quently discharged him. 

In November 2000, Marcavage filed suit against 
the school, naming Bittenbender and Bergman as 
separate defendants and seeking unspecified punitive 
damages. 

According to the original complaint filed by 
Fahling, Marcavage has alleged that he was falsely 
imprisoned, that he suffered emotional distress and 
that his state and constitutional rights were violated 
(CNSNews.com). 

Politics as Usual 
til Senator Ashcroft has been labeled "out of the 

mainstream." The reasons? He believes in the sanc
tity of human life. He holds the view that the tradi
tional family is a precious treasure, which should be 
elevated. He is of the opinion that quotas and set 
asides are inequitable remedies for eliminating dis
crimination. And in what is considered most pecu
liar, he reads the words of the Constitution and ac
cepts them for their plain, ordinary meaning. 

Repeatedly the case was made that somehow 
Senator Ashcroft could not be trusted with the office 
of Attorney General. Why? Because of his religious 
convictions. USA Today featured an article that 
asked, "Can a deeply religious person be Attorney 
General?" That such a question would be posed in a 
major newspaper is troubling and frightening. 

By the time you read this Senator Ashcroft will 
be Attorney General of the United States. 

More Television Rot 
@Jan. 17, 2001 - Gay TV is headed to a home 

near you - or even your own if you are a subscriber 
to the Dish Satellite Network, which plans to launch 
the new Gay Television Network on Feb. 2. 

The gay-themed cable network will launch with 
enough programming to fill seven 12-hour days per 
week and will include news, information and enter
tainment geared specifically toward the interests of 
gay and lesbian viewers. 

Among the initial batch of GTV shows is a morn
ing talk show titled Good Morning, Gay America. 
The net plans to beef up its lineup with such original 
fare as Gay Dating Game, Gay Court and Gay Band
stand. It will also offer a minimum of 40 movies per 
month, including such titles as Claire de Lune, Latin 
Boys Go to Hell, Edward II and A Boy Named Sue. 

The network will also target sports enthusiasts in 
the gay community by covering events like the Gay 
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Olympics, gay rodeos and the Nabisco (Dinah Shore) 
Golf Tournament in addition to gay-themed political 
conferences and pride marches all over the nation. 

The new GTN Dish offering will fall under the 
satellite net's Premium Choice banner, meaning it 
will cost viewers an additional $19.95 per month 
over the amount they are already paying for their ba
sic subscriber package. -Art Smith, Gist 1V Staff 

Awake! Awake! 
t9l Some folks may be waking up to the reality of 

what is happening in the religious world. Christian
ity Today, Feb. 5, 2001, printed an article by Donald 
G. Bloesch, identified by CT as "one of 
evangelicalism's most respected theologians." Well, 
we don't know about that - but some of what he 
says is right on target and interesting. Bloesch wrote: 

Evangelical Protestantism is in trouble today .... 
the compliant I hear most often is that people 
can no longer sense the sacred [in church wor
ship services]. The atmosphere in most services 
is clubby and convivial rather than adoring and 
expectant. What is missing is the fear of God .... 
Worship has become performance rather than 
praise .... Our worship is essentially a spectacle 
that appeals to the senses rather than an act of 
obedience to the mighty God. Contemporary 
worship is far more egocentric than theocentric. 

Bloesch also observed that men may preach from 
the Bible but that does not guarantee they are 
preaching the Bible. "Worship," he said, "has be
come therapy; prayer often degenerates into magic. 
Religion becomes a flight from the world rather than 
a catalyst for renewing the world." (Donald G. 
Bloesch is emeritus professor of theology at the Uni
versity of Dubuque Theological Seminary.) 

Cartoon 
G Teenager Jenny is about to comply with the 

wishes of her boyfriend. Jenny says, "He loves me." 
Her friend answers, "Oh? Is that why he asked you 
to do something that might mess up your life for
ever?" It may be a cartoon, but it is not a joke. 

leal life 
0 A couple in their early twenties and about to 

be married went to the doctor for a physical check
up. The doctor was amazed to discover that the girl 
was a virgin. The boy claimed no prior sexual experi
ence. The dumfounded doctor pronounced their 
condition as very rare. 

There was a time when chastity before marriage 
was expected ,and its absence was a scandal. 

It is now being reported (National Review, Jan. 

22, 2001) that teaching the virtues of virginity before 
marriage in elementary schools is on the rise. 

Would God that it [biblical morality] be taught in 
the home and in the church and shouted from the 
rooftops. The damage fornication causes is enormous. 

In speaking of survival Carl Sagan once said, "Our 
obligation to survive is owed not just to ourselves but 
also to that cosmos, ancient and vast, from which we 
spring. , · 

This may one of the few times we agree with 
Carl Sagan. 

Pagan 
!il GARLAND, Texas- A little more than a year 

ago, Pleasant Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
made some dramatic changes in its Sunday service. 
Members started lighting candles for the elements: 
earth, air, fire and water. 

Sermons became more focused on natural 
themes, such as gardening. And worship leaders 
started using the words "God" and "Goddess." 

It was time, the Garland church had decided, to 
"go pagan," to become the first avowed "earth-cep
tered" Unitarian Universalist congregation in Texas, 
and the third in the country. 
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That's not such a stretch for the 217,000-mem
ber Unitarian Universalist denomination, which has 
roots in many religions and encourages members to 
develop their own concept of a creator. 

The denomination is known for its liberal ap
proach to theology, and many members do not be
lieve in the trinity or the divinity of Jesus. 

Pleasant Valley's literature reads: "We respect the 
Earth we live on and seek to live in harmony with all 
who share it. We believe that there is no 'one true way' 
to spiritual enlightenment and invite all to share their 
wisdom. We invite the elements (earth/air/fire/water) 
to join us as we celebrate the turning of the year" (By 
Kim Horner, Knight-Ridder Tribune). 

Uniforloas 
$ Unitarians are generally agreed in rejecting the 

entire orthodox outlook. They deny the doctrines of 
the Trinity, the vicarious atonement, the deity of 
Jesus Christ, original sin, and everlasting punish
ment, regarding them as both unscriptural and irra
tional. They celebrate the Eucharist, not as a sacra
ment, but as a commemoration of Jesus' death and as 
an expression of spiritual communion with him. 
They adhere to the rite of infant baptism, although a 
few Unitarian Baptist churches restrict baptis!ll to 
adults (Encarta Encyclopedia). 

Heathen 
$ There is not a lot of difference between "pa

gan" and "heathen." In fact one definition of "pa
gan" is "heathen." [Heathen is from the Old English 
hapen. Ultimately from a prehistoric Get:manic word 
meaning "inhabiting heaths," hence "uncivilized," 
from a word meaning "heath."] 

As Kipling said, "The 'eathen in his blindness 
bows down to wood and stone." See Isaiah 44:14-15. 

The Pleasant Valley Unitarian-Universalist (pa
gan) Church bows down to dirt (earth), and thereby 
proves its heathenism. 

rhanlfs 
0 We are much obliged to Robert Bruce of Fort 

Worth whose recent letter informs us: 
With Calvinism at our throats, the coined word 
tulip pops up regularly. I noticed the November 
2000 issue of the Firm Foundation that Dr. John 
Hobbs confused it with an acrostic in his article 
Limited Atonement. However, in this usage the 
word tulip joins ranks with other· acronyms such 
as radar, sonar, aids, mirv, mash, and the like. 

We got it - the word tulip can be an acronym 
for the basic doctrines of John Calvin, who himself 
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used it in that way, but it is not an acrostic. Cheers, 
you've been a big help. 

liult of feminism 
0 Feminism often reigns in the lower levels of 

public education. Most of the teachers are women, 
and the feminist movement influences many, wit
tingly or unwittingly. There is no rational argument 
against women having equal rights to those of men. 
But when feminism becomes anti-male in the mis
taken notion that to promote women's rights one 
must be against men and their rights, it is dangerous. 

There is a difference between little girls and little 
boys. The boys are rambunctious and girls are more 
docile, which may account for the teachers in elemen
tary schools wanting the boys to be more like girls. 

John Leo (U.S. News & World Report, july 17, 
2000) observed: 

Teachers know that girls are better suited to 
schooling. So if you want to teach boys, allow
ances must be made. One of the tragedies of the 
last 20 years or so is that school systems are in
creasingly unwilling to make those allowances. 
Instead, in the wake of the feminist movement, 
they have absorbed anti-male attitudes almost 
without controversy. They are now more likely 
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to see ordinary boy behavior as something dan
gerous that must be reined in. Or they may 
tighten the screws on boys by drafting extraordi
narily broad zero-tolerance and sexual-harass
ment policies. Worse, they may simply decide 
that the most active boys are suffering from at
tention deficit disorder and dope them up with 
Ritalin. 

"It's a bad time to be a boy in America," Chris
tina Hoff Sommers says in her important new book, 
The War Against Boys. "We are turning against boys," 
she writes. ~Boys need discipline, respect, and moral 
guidance •... They do not need to be pathologized." 

Sommers' book is packed with examples of the 
anti-male attitudes that pervade the public schools. 
At University High School in Pacific Heights, Calif., 
boys must sit quiedy though a "Women's Assembly," 
in which women are celebrated and men are blamed. 
Boys in one San Francisco class are regularly put 
through feminist paces- made to enjoy quilting and 
forced to listen as girls vent their anger at males. 
When Barbara Wilder-Smith, a teacher and re
searcher in the Boston area, made "Boys Are Good" 
T -shirts for her class, all female teachers under her 
supervision strongly objected to the message. One of 
the 10 was wearing a button saying "So many men, 
so little intelligence." 

Blllli Maslc 
0 When a teacher fell ill at Union Intermediate 

High School in Broken Bow, Okla., the assistant 
principal allegedly called in 9th grader Brandi 
Blackbear and questioned her about a book on magic 
that she had checked out of the library. Then he sus
pended her for 15 days, apparently because he 
thought she had cast a spell on the sick teacher (Rea
son, Feb. 2001). 

Scouts 
0 The Florida Boy Scouts filed a lawsuit Mon

day claiming the Broward County School Board ille
gally barred the group from school property because 
.of the scouts ban on homosexuals (Chicago 'Bibune, 
Dec. 5, 2000). 

Mr llot7 
0 The government [of Finland] proposed legal

izing gay partnerships but said same-sex couples 
should not be allowed to adopt children or share a 
surname (Chicago 'Bibune, Dec. 16, 2000). 

Under the proposal same-sex couples 18 years or 
older could make their union official in a civil cer
emony, comparable to matrimony but nevertheless 
"a separate legal institution." 

,,,,, 
0 ALLAHABAD, India - Hundreds of people 

from around the globe have descended on the holy 
Hindu city of Allahabad in northern India, drawn by 
devotion and curiosity to what has been billed as the 
largest-ever gathering of human beings. 

Americans and Europeans, many of them ardent 
followers of sages, seers, and yogis, were among the 
estimated 2.5 million pilgrims to take a dip at the 
confluence of the Ganges and Yamuna rivers the first 
day of Maha Kumbh Mela (Grand Pitcher Festival). 

Some made the pilgrimage to wash away sins, end 
the cycle of reincarnation on this earth and speed their 
way to nirvana (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 12, 2001). 
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Hunger Strike 
@ Kathleen Parker, a syndicated columnist based 

in South Carolina, reports (Chicago Tribune, Jan 17, 
2001) that a 14-year-old child, Clayton Giles from 
Alberta, Canada, has been in a hunger strike over the 
1 0-year custody battle of his parents. The child is in 
this period of self-starvation with the backing of his 
father who claims to champion father's rights. What 
about the child? Who champions his rights? Divorce 
is a mess and often brings great misery. It is compli
cated when adults act like children and children try 
to make adult decisions. No wonder God hates di
vorce. "Sometimes," writes Kathleen Parker, "a story 
is so bad it's hard to find a moral." 

Protesters 
@ KARACHI, Pakistan - Police fired tear gas 

and arrested 50 members of Pakistan's minority reli
gions during a protest in the heart of Karachi. About 
600 people marched to protest the country's contro
versial blasphemy laws, which impose the death pen
alty on anyone found guilty of insulting Islam or its 
prophet Muhammad (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 19, 
2001 -much obliged to Earl Davis for sending the 
clippings from the Chicago Tribune) . 

Islam Growing 
@ Christianity remained the world's biggest reli

gion while Islam and the non-religious population 
posted notable increases in the 20th century, accord
ing to a the World Christian Encyclopedia (Oxford 
University Press) major religious reference book. 

Hinduism showed a slight gain relative to world 
population during the century, but Buddhism and Ju
daism lost ground. "Christianity has become the 
most extensive and universal religion in history," the 
encyclopedia states, "and has a majority in two
thirds of the world's 23 8 countries." 

"Even so, no one in 1900 would have predicted 
the sweeping defections from Christianity that took 
place in Western Europe due to secularism, in Russia 
due to Communism, and in the Americas due to ma
terialism," the book says. 
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J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than 
any preacher in the churches of Christ. 
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Professing Christians make up 31 percent of the 
world's population and are divided into 33,820 de
nominations. Islam ranks second with 19.6 percent 
of the world's population (up from 12.3 percent). 

New Theme Park 
t9i The Holy Land Experience, a new theme park 

in Orlando, Fla., opened Feb. 5, 2001. Advertising 
says visitors will be able to enter a replica of Jesus' 
tomb, climb the stairs of a faux Herod's Temple, and 
travel down a recreation of the Via Do1orosa, the 
street Jesus walked before he was crucified. 

But members of Orlando's Jewish community are 
raising skeptical eyebrows about the theme park 
since its founder is a Messianic Jew, or Hebrew 
Christian (a person who considers himself Jewish yet 
believes in Jesus as the Messiah). 

"If its purpose is to proselytize, ... then it's some
thing I condemn," said Rabbi Dan Wolpe, chairman 
of the Greater Orlando Board of Rabbis (Chicago 
Tribune, Jan. 19, 2001). 

Thou Shalt Not 

@A subdued Jesse Jackson emerged Sunday 
from three days of seclusion after admitting he fa
thered a child in an extramarital affair, taking the 
pulpit to praise his wife before 3,200 parishioners. 

''After 38 years, five children later, Jackie, we're 
still here. I love you so much," Jackson said, looking 
at his wife and two of their children. The congrega
tion roared with approval (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 22, 
2001). 

Vengeance 
@Two men (Rastafarians) attacked worshipers in 

a cathedral on the island of St. Lucia in the Carib
bean, setting them ablaze and killing a 72-year-old 
Irish woman, and telling police they were sent by 
God to combat corruption in the Roman Catholic 
Church (Chicago Tribune, Jan. 2, 2001). FF 
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Q A 
(The much admired]. W. McGarvey made some wise 
observations on divine healing in the following ar
ticle. Since we continue to have people who are con
fused on this subject, we thought it good to reprint his 
excellent piece.) 

Divine Healing Again 
My absence from home during the month of August 
accounts for the delay in publishing the following 
very respectful communication. I can not pronounce 
it "a crank's opinion," for it has none of the 
self-conceit always characteristic of a crank. It is evi
dently the serious expression of real convictions, and 
it deserves kindly consideration 

Bro. McGarvey: The article in last week's 
Standard, on divine healing, touches upon a sub
ject in which I have recently become interested, 
and I am constrained to ask space in your col
umns for just a little of what you may term a 
crank's opinion. 

I said " I have recently, etc.," but ever since I 
have been old enough to read the New Testa
ment with any understanding, I have felt that if 
Christians would put themselves in the same at
titude toward Christ as did those who came to 
him for healing when he was on earth in the 
flesh, it could not be otherwise than that he 
would answer their petitions as he did then. 

Are we not told in the Word that "he is the 
same yesterday, today and forever"? "Whatso
ever ye shall ask in my name," etc. Uohn 
14:13-16). Again: "Is any among you sick? Let 
him call for the elders of the church: and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up" Uas. 5: 14-15). Nowhere in the Word can I 
find a promise that God will bless "means." 

There is a mission in this city where divine 
healing is taught as a part of the gospel of j esus 
Christ; but not by "divine healers," for they 
teach that God, apd God only, is the healer. Nor 
do they teach that divine healing is the most im
portant part of the gospel. Over and over again 
do they urge their hearers to seek first the divine 
Healer, the God of love and wisdom and might; 
to repent and restore, as far as it is possible to do 
so, before they expect him to answer their 
prayers. I have not witnessed any healings 
through their prayers, but have heard probably a 
dozen or more testimonies from those whom I 

could not consider other than reliable witnesses; 
and my faith has been so strengthened by their 
teaching that I have received several direct and 
immediate answers to my own prayers, notably 
one, when I was the victim of an accident, the 
result of which all, who have had experience in 
such, say is necessarily very painful. Of course, I 
know that it would have been, was, in fact, until 
I lifted my heart in a prayer that I could not have 
put into words, but which the Father understood 
and answered. While my friends marveled at the 
"wonderful" fact that I did not suffer, if I tell 
them it was the result of answer to prayer, that 
God did it, they look at me as if they think me 
crazy. Why is it that so few Christians really be
lieve that the sincere prayer of faith is answered, 
for that is just what it all amounts to? 

Truly, we Christians need teaching. C. T. S. 
The writer's mind is evidently controlled by the 

one consideration set forth in her second paragraph, 
where she says: "Ever since I have been old enough 
to read the New Testament with any understanding, 
I have felt that if Christians would put themselves in 
the same attitude toward Christ as did those who 
came to him for healing when he was on earth in the 
flesh, it could not be otherwise than that he would 
answer their petitions as he did then." This feeling 
rests with her on the fact that Christ is the same yes
terday, today and forever, and upon his promises to 
answer prayer. It is a feeling quite common with 
readers of the New Testament who have not learned 
to discriminate between the miraculous and the 
providential. 

The fact that Christ is an unchangeable being is 
sufficient proof that he will always act on the same 
unchangeable principles, but not that he will always 
act in the same way. It is proof that he will always 
have compassion on the sick, but not that he will al
ways restore them to health in this world. Further
more, the fact that he healed the very few sick who 
were in all Palestine, and none outside that little dis
trict, if we except the Canaanite woman's daughter, 
by a touch or a word, is no ground for supposing 
that he will now heal all in the whole world who will 
call upon him, and thus put an end to disease and 
death so far as his kingdom extends. He never pro
posed to interfere in this way with his Father's de-
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cree, "Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt re
turn." 

It is true that Christ promised to answer prayer, 
and that some of his utterances on this subject are so 
unlimited in their terms as to have the appearance of 
being unlimited in reality; but we must remember 
that one of the apostles was afflicted with a malady 
which was so painful and irritating that he called it a 
messenger of Satan to buffet him, yet his earnest 
prayers to Christ for healing left him still in his afflic
tion. These promises are to be construed in a general 
and not in a universal sense. The same is true in the 
matter of life and death. Christ delivered Peter out of 
the hand of Herod when all the world would have 
said it was impossible, and when the church, though 
they prayed for him, prayed not for his deliverance, 
but for the steadfastness of his faith in the death 
which appeared inevitable; but when the elder James 
was taken by the same Herod a few days earlier, 
though he doubtless was also a subject of the prayers 
of the church, Christ permitted Herod to cut off his 
head. A miracle was wrought in the one instance for 
special reasons. In the other the ordinary course of 
providence prevailed. So also in the martyrdom of 
Stephen, and of many other saints, both male and fe
male. Ordinarily the servants of God are exposed to 
disease and death, precisely as other men are •.. 

[l]t is true, also, that in the passage which our sis
ter cites from the apostle James, sick disciples were 
directed to send for the elders of the church, that 
they might pray over them, anoint them with oil, and 
raise them up; but every reader of the'New Testa
ment should know that this was written when many 
elders of churches possessed the miraculous power 
of healing, which was imparted to them by the impo
sition of the hands of an apostle. To argue from this 
that elders of the church, or anybody else, can do the 
same in the present day, is to leave out of view the 
one thing that enabled them to do it then; that is, the 
imposition of apostolic hands with prayer for this 
gift. 

The practical working of this precept of James, 
even in the apostolic age, is modified by actual 
facts which are too often overlooked. Paul had 
the power to heal by a word or a touch, and he used 
it on proper occasions; but on one of his journeys 
through the province of Asia he left Trophimus 
sick at Miletus (2 T1m. 4:20). On another occasion, 
Epaphroditus was sick "nigh unto death." He had 
been sent to Rome by the brethren of Philippi to 
minister to Paul's wants as a prisoner, and he in-
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curred this sickness in consequence of the journey. 
Paul was, therefore, doubly sorrowful at the prospect 
of his death; but he did not heal him. He did not 
anoint him with oil, nor raise him up (Phil. 2:25, 
30). Again, Timothy was an invalid from some dis
ease of the stomach; yet Paul neither healed him nor 
told him to pray for healing, but advised him to take 
a little wine as a tonic. These facts show plainly that 
the precept of James was exceptional and temporary, 
even in the age of the apostles, and that the later 
practice of Paul is to be looked upon as the perma
nent order of the kingdom of Christ. 

Finally, there is a negative evidence on this sub
ject which in itself is conclusive: unlike these modem 
advocates of "divine healing," the apostles were 
never known to go about exhorting people to come 
forward for the healing of the body. They effected 
miraculous cures in a few instances, "as a sign to the 
unbelievers," but they never proclaimed, either. to 
saints or sinners, that the healing of all diseases was a 
part of the gospel which they were sent to preach. · 
These so-called faith-cure churches, therefore, and 
the preachers who officiate in them as "divine heal
ers," or what not, are not modeled after the apostolic 
type, but are misleading the people by humbuggery. 
Fortunately for the people, the great majority of 
them have too much good sense to be humbugged by 
a device so transparent. 

Biblical Criticism, pp. 346-S 1 
(We note that james 5:14-15 is talking about sin

sickness - not physical illness - and therefore has 
· no application to this discussion of divine healing. We 

also note that all healing is divine healing, whether 
miraculous as demonstrated exclusively in the first 
century to confirm a revealed message, or providen-. · 
tial - by which we mean in keeping with natural 

· law, of which God is the author.) 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

-what's written In this little book Is based on the conviction that 
nothing in IHe is more important than a thorough knowledge of the 
Bible. But ••• for one to know, he must leam. And studying must 
precede the learning. It Is obvious, therefore, that studying the 
Bible Is tremendously importanL It Is one thing for one to study, 
and another thing for one to study effectively.• This book will 
teach you to be an effective student of God's Word. BKAD01 

88 pagss • paperbaclc 

-$6.00-
$2.75 shipping and handling 

Texas resfdents add 8.25" tax 
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Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 

-Oklahoma-Directory 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Roben 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave.,. 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 121 S S. Main St., 
Melbourne- Church at Nonh Melbourne, 3215 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. <!>scai'.Crah, minister. (864) 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@repubUe.net -Tennessee-

-Alaska-

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachen, min. 
276-2946 

Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 1 d k• • • • • h 1 h h Cookeville- Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
L Laux (907) 243_7007• sac-....r.;o,ga'.net Or an o-Winter Par - Sour Semino e C urc d 

U\o~ f Ch · 5410 Lak H 11 Rd s 9 10 Gran view Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
• • • • • o nst, e owe ., un. , a.m., 10 6 W d 7 0 'I h f 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, a.m., p.m., e · p.m. ne mt e non ° 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 llth Avenue, Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
99701. (907) 456-4921• p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Bible College. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

-Georgia-
Adanra - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-Norlhport (Tuscaloosa Be University of Alabama) 
- Nonhpon Church of Christ, 2700 44111 Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Montgomery Co.- Damascus Church of Christ, 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 9600 Main St., P.O. Box 507, Damascus 20872. 
available (301) 253-9414, 829-8992. Tim Kidwell, min. 

- Minnesota -SomctVille- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
778-8955 Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 

Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

- California - - Mississippi -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Cinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. Roben Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Southaven - Southa;;.; Church of Christ, 1483 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh B kha D @ us H 51 s 9 30 Mill che roo ven r., . . wy. • un •. : , 

er, prea r. 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. j. Clarke 

-Colorado-
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of -Missouri-
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
4050 

Farmington-sunn,;i~ Church of Christ, Hwy 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. · 

-Florida-
- North Carolina -

Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 
GaincmJle- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. -Ohio-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. ..... 
Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-~983. 

Mt. juliet - The Vili;g~; ·church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 jim Dearman, evangelist. 

Hurst- Nonheast Ch~~h of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whitten, preachers 

Cari119 & Sliarit19 
N elvsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Klem Area Church of Chnsr, 20802 Hulsmnh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H . A. (Busrer) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church Sr., Exir off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn easr. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10,10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
H wy 67. M ark Miller, e~angelisr. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Ro:1d Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341 -7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen H ahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - N orthern Oaks Church of Chrisr 
on Redland Rd., jusr inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. D arrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
H ampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.ner, C.]. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered In this 
pocket·slzed book, 3' x 5'1•' . 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
8ver 

CCrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Teus residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 
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-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5rh Sr., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% ltpe 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
lty Burtoa Ceffmaa 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
TIIJtBS rrtsid6nts add 8.25" tax 

Request special price. 

Order from Firm Foundation 

:J{owers 
%at g{g,ver 
Fade 

The words of hope and inspiration In this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 

preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 

. directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Wanted: Preacher/Minister - the eldership of a 
well-established congregation of 120 in Central 
California, is seeking a sound, conservative gospel 
preacher. Please send resume, references, and an 
audio tape to: Church of Christ, 2912 N. Chester 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93306, or e-mail address: 
tuckerjs@msn.com. For more info call (661) 872-
5166. 

Congregation of 60 (with elders), located S mi. 
east of New Orleans, LA, seeks sound gospel 
preacher. Please send r~sum~ and inquiries to 
Village Square Church of Christ, P.O. Box 116S, 
Chalmet:te, LA 70044. For more info call aher S 
p.m. CST either j.V. Russell (504) 271-S279 or 
Charles Whitley (504) 393-7046. 

Wanted: Full-time pulpit minister. Please send 
r~sum~ with either audio or video tape to Utica 
Church of Christ, 13SOS Nineteen Mile Rd., 
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313. Attn: Elders. 

Minister needed for Bible-centered congrega
tion of 60 members in a mountain community of 
14,000 near Yosemite. Send r~sum~ and tape/ 
video to Elders, Oakhurst Church of Christ, S0887 
Road 632, Oakhurst, CA 93644 or email 
churchofchrist@sierratel.com. 

Wanted, sound, conservative Gospel preacher. 
Please send r~sum~ and inquiries to Southside 
Church of Christ, 3318 East St., Texacana, AR 
718S4. 

Congregation of 12S (SO% black, SO% white) SO 
miles SW of New Orleans in a fast-growing city of 
100,000 looking for a sound conservative evangelist 
with 8 yrs. full-time experience. Position open Feb. 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds In 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to 
discern and defeat the errors advanced 
by so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.00 
plus $3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 

SOQ-572-3619 

1, 2001 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
VBS, etc, and motivate congregation to evangelize. 
If you are interested in a long-term commitment 
(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send r~sum~ with 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of family and financial requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 117, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872-
3778. 

Family/Y outh/lnvolvement minister: Wonderful 
opportunity for an dynamic minister (S-10 yrs 
experience preferred) to work with a congregation 
of 400+ members including SO+ youth. Solid 
eldership with many deacons. Our congregation 
is an ideal environment for a hardworking 
Bible-based family. If you believe you are the 
one God has in mind for our position, send your 
resume and philosophy of ministry to: SEARCH 
COMMITTEE, Netherwood Park Church of 
Christ, 5100 Indian School Rd. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87110 or call (50S) 2S6-7389. Or, email 
us at FYiminister@netherwood.org. Check out 
our website, www.netherwood.org for job 
description. Salary $40,000 + depending upon 
qualifications. 

Preacher needed for cong. 3S-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) S24-2691; jim Warren (912) 723-
S196. 

Preachers Available 
Seeking to labor with a church in driving distance 
of Memphis, TN. 1981 grad of MSOP and desire 
to work with a congregation serious about the 
Lord's work. Mac Ballard, 138 Henry St., Marion, 
AR 72364. (870) 739-3604 

Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (61S) 237-9938. 

Available for fill-in preaching for small 
congregatons and would work with a small 
congregation (1 00 or less) full-time again. I am 72 
yrs old, have worked for over 40 yrs. doing 
preaching, personal work, prison work. Edwin 
Carlisle, 1612 FM 2127, Chico, TX 76431, (940) 
644-S210. 

Call for information on our 
graded Bible class curriculums. 

God's Eternal Word 
Gospel Treasure 

800-572-3619 

For Sale 
Book: Advanced Bible Study. This is an in-depth, 
looseleaf book that covers all five points of 
Calvinism plus other topics. $9.95 plus $2.00 S&H. 
john Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
1S9 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Church furniture: 38 - 16 ft pews; 2- 14ft pews; 2 
- 12ft pews; 2 - 4ft pews; 1 Podium & 1 
Communion table. Make Offer. Call 931-836-3011 
or 931-738-S880. · 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-147S. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

SSOP July 1972 classmates, I am seeking the rest 
of the lectures by our instructors, when we were 
there, 9/70-7/72. I have several classes on reel-to
reel, and am seeking the rest. Let me hear from 
you. Ben Bilyeu, P.O. Box 14S2, Cookeville, TN 
38S03, (931) 372-S988, bilyeu@usit.net. 

Want to buy: The Present Truth by Foy E. WaUac;e 
Jr., Reply/price: Richard Crismas, 3634 S. Mentor 
Ave., Springfield, MO 6S804 

Want to buy: Firm Foundation Improved Lesson 
Series, Lesson Annual on Uniform Bible Lessons, 
'S9-'61. Ed· Waggoner, SS18 28th St., Lubbock, 
TX 79407. (806) 793-3621. 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers pretend to accept the Bible 
but set additional guide lines by their own 
•Inward leading& or directions by the Holy 
Spirit: People from all denominations, and 
some In the church of Christ, who claim 
special direction from the Holy Spirit all use 
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What About Corinth? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Surely every sound gospel preacher is disturbed 
by the growing apostasy in the Lord's church. 
The number of preachers and congregations 

who are teaching and practicing things that are not 
authorized by the scriptures and that were practically 
unheard of among churches of Christ in the previous 
generations seems to be at an all time high. That con
cern has caused many conservative brethren to take 
the position that every "sound" congregation should 
"withdraw fellowship" from every congregation that 
has in it some elements that are "unsound." We think 
those respected conservative brethren are correct in 
their desire to warn every Christian of the dangers 
that surround, confront and confound us, but are 
wrong in their use of words describing what action 
should be taken. 

A consideration of the scriptures with reference 
to the Corinthian church and some of the churches 
of Asia mentioned in Revelation may help to clarify 
the matter. We are not aware of any congregation 
that calls itself a church of Christ that has many 
more problems than the church in Corinth. There 
were sinful quarrels about preachers. Years ago we 
called it "preacheritis." There were those who had 
carnal, fl eshly, jealous, arrogant minds. There was 
immorality so bad that even pagans would be 
ashamed of it, and many apparently tolerated it 
without rebuking those involved. There were those 

who were taking their Christian brothers before a 
pagan court to settle their differences. Some were 
defrauding their brethren. Some were apparently ig
norant of the sacredness of the marriage bond. Some 
thought that if they ate food that had been sacrificed 
to idols they would be worshiping the idol; others 
thought it did not matter. So some were apparently 
teaching "false doctrine" or at least believed "false 
doctrine" about the matter. Apparently some breth
ren believe that if you are in a congregation that tol
erates that kind of "false doctrine" you should be 
marked, avoided, disfellowshipped by all sound 
brethren, and the congregation in which you have 
membership should receive the same action. Some 
were so ignorant that they did not see how Paul 
could be consistent in acting like a J ew when he was 
with Jews and yet teaching that one did not have to 
act like a Jew or be circumcised in order to be saved. 
Some of them may have been getting drunk at the 
Lord's Supper. Many were unloving and arrogant in 
their assumption that they were superior to others 
because they had a special spiritual gift. There were 
even some of them that taught that there was no res
urrection of the dead. All those things may be just a 
portion of the things that were wrong in that church. 
I would hesitate to claim membership in it, and if I 
could find another congregation nearby that was any 
better, would probably move to it if I could. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

What Is a Miracle? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Amiracle is a supernatural act by a super
natural being. A supernatural act obvi
ously transcends natural law. God is the 

author of the laws that control nature, and op
erates through, by, and within the confines of 
such rules. When God does something through 
natural law, it is still an act of God. It is not nec
essary for something to be outside the pale of 
natural law for it to be an act of God. 

Since God is the author, sustainer, up
holder, manager, director, and boss of such law, he has the power, 
at his will, to suspend, transcend, violate, overcome, and disregard 
his own laws. God can do such a marvel without bringing disaster, 
or he can do it to make a disaster. To accept that God made every
thing in the first instance is to accept his awesome power to en
force or relieve the rules by which he upholds the universe. 

When the laws of nature are circumvented by a divine power, 
that is a miracle. A supernatural being has power to conform to his 
rules or to adjourn those rules. 

The Bible presents the idea of miracle by using certain terms. 
These words show that some power outside nature, some super
natural power, has intervened. Divine miracles are exactly de
scribed by the three words in the New Testament. They are terata, 
"prodigies" or "wonders"; dunameis, "virtues, powers," or "mani
festation of powers"; and semeia, "signs." The three conceptions 
are combined, and the source of such manifestations stated, in a 
pregnant verse: 

God also bearing witness with them, both by signs (semeion) and 
wonders (teras), and by manifold powers (dunamis) , and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will (Heb. 2:4). 

For the ease and convenience of this piece we will refer to these 
three terms by the English words "sign, wonder, and power." All 
miracles exhibit power, but not all power is miraculous. All miracles 
excite wonder, but not everything that causes wonder is a miracle. 
All miracles are signs, but not every sign is a miracle. Judas betrayed 
Jesus by a sign (semeion), which was a kiss (Matt. 26:48). 

Translators of the New Testament must consider the context 
and determine if the Greek word being used - power, wonder, 
sign - indicates something that transcends the course of human 
nature, or if it is something like a kiss. 

There are, of course, false miracles and false prophets (S~e 
Matt. 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:9), and this, too, must be considered in 
studying the subject of miracles. 



The word power may mean: 
• False signs - Matt. 7 :22; 2 Thess 2:9 
•True miracles- Matt. 11:20; 13:50; Mark 6:2,5; 9:39; 

Gal. 3:5 
• Jehovah's personal power- Matt. 22:29; 26:64 
• Jesus' personal power- Mark 5:30 
•Holy Spirit's personal power- Eph. 3:16 
•Human ability-Matt. 25:15; 2 Cor. 1:8; 2 Cor. 8:3; 12:9 
•The gospel- Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:8; 2 Cor. 4:7 
• Power of sin - 1 Cor. 15:24, 56 

The word wonder may mean: 
• False signs - Matt. 24:24 
•True miracles- John 4:48; Acts 2:22; 2 Thess. 2:9 

The word sign may mean: 
•False signs- Matt. 24:24; Rev. 13:13; 16:14 
•True miracles- Matt. 12:38-39, John 2:11; Acts 2:19 
•A kiss- Matt. 26:48 
•A baby in swaddling clothes- Luke 2:12 
•Appearance of false teachers- Luke 21:7 
• Disturbance in nature - Luke 21:11, 25 
• Circumcision- Rom. 4:11 
•Tongues -1 Cor. 14:22 
• Proof of apostolic authority - 2 Cor. 12:12 
• A salutation - 2 Thess. 3:17 

A thing may be unusual or extraordinary (very unusual) but 
not be a miracle. God is often said to do or cause certain things, 
but it does not follow that because God does those things they are 
miraculous in nature. 

The birth of a baby to Sara in her old age was not a miracle. It 
did not transcend natural law. The baby was born as a result of 
conception, gestation, and delivery. Nothing miraculous about 
that. It was not "in due course," seeing that Sara was past the age 
of childbearing, but the birth of Isaac was governed by natural law. 
(CNN-News, April 23, 1997 - A 63-year-old woman gave birth 
late last year to a healthy baby daughter.) 

The birth of a baby to Mary was a miracle. She had never 
known a man (Luke 1:34). She was a virgin. Jehovah supernatu
rally prepared the body (Heb. 10:5). That was not normal- it 
was not natural- it was a miracle. 

God gives us our daily bread - and tells us to pray for that 
food. Yet, to restrain "much speaking'! in prayer, he also tells us, 
"[Y]our Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask 
him." Still, he wants us to ask and, i~ asking, to recognize the 
source of bread and fiber. 

God gives a blessing even to those who do not ask for the 
blessing, nor recognize him as the source of their good. He sends 
rain and sunshine on the derelict and the malicious - upon the 
treacherous and the heathen (Matt. 5 :45). They may never think 
of God, or may fight against him - and still he blesses - and 
blesses again. 
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By the use of medicine (provided in nature), the 
recuperative power of the human body (it is "fear
fully and wonderfully made"- [Psa. 139:14]), skills 
developed by the creature in the use of his God
given mental power, combine to bring cures to hu
man diseases. Someone observed that the human 
body can cure any disease - if it has enough time. 
All healing is divine healing. 

We pray for the healing of our bodies - just as 
we pray for our daily bread. We do not expect the 
food to appear by miracle, and neither should we ex
pect health to be given by supernatural act. God is 
not a respecter of persons and gives his material 
blessings to all alike. 

Spiritual blessings, being more precious, are re
served for members of the body of Christ, but are 
available to every disciple on exactly the same basis 
as every other disciple. 

The miracles of the first century were stupen
dous. Since the miracle rose above the natural laws 
of God, the event was obvious and undeniable. It 
could not be questioned (Acts 4:16). The rulers of 
the Jews could not gainsay the resurrection of 
Lazarus. No miracle of the first century was slight or 
unremarkable, and could not be unnoticed. A study 
of the miracles of Jesus reveals that each event was 
(1) sudden, instantaneous, and immediate, (2) per
fect, complete, and without flaw (the supernaturally 
healed blind received 20/20 vision) - anything less 
would not have been of God 1, (3) transcending natu
rallaw, or providence, and, as a result, clearly reveal
ing "the finger of God" (Luke 11 :20). 

The miracles were given to sustain the revealed 
message (Heb. 2:1-4). The magnitude of the cov
enant-of-salvation was so uncommonly important 
that its supporting evidence had to be undeniable 
and overwhelming. When the word was fully re
vealed and sufficiently confirmed, miracles were no 
longer indicated and were therefore removed. 

We do not have miracles today - nor are they 
needed. God supplies our needs for food, shelter, 
healing, and clothing by the operation of natural 
laws. Jehovah makes available our every spiritual 
need through the operation of the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus. The latter is more valuable and 
important than the former and our constant cry 

1The miracle of Mark 8:23-25 is not an exception- the blind man 
never left the presence of jesus until he saw clearly. Why jesus per
formed this miracle in two-steps we may not know with cenainty, but it 
was done quickly and the restored sight was impeccable. 
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should be for spiritual healing and its consequence of 
eternal life. We dare not stand this on its head. 

Work not for the food which perisheth, but for 
the food which abideth unto eternal life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him the 
Father, even God, hath sealed. They said there
fore unto him, What must we do, that we may 
work the works of God? jesus answered and 
said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent Oohn 6:27-
29). 

It is not easy to resist the temptation to misplace 
flesh above spirit, and earth over heaven. We must be 
alert to avoid degrading spiritual healing in our over
emphasis on physical health. There is no greater 
blessing than the absolute promise that soul-sickness 
in the disciple will be cured in penitent, confessing 
prayer. All else is insignificant. Recovery of the spirit 
is more valuable than curing cancer. He who has 
learned to look down upon the flesh rules the flesh. 
He who has learned to scorn the world conquers the 
world. Let us recognize the illusion of time and the 
reality of eternity. 

[F]or the kingdom of God is not eating and 
drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. 
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What About Corinth? 
(cot{tinued from page 1) 

How did Paul act and teach with reference to it? 
Is ther~ any hint anywhere in the Bible that he wrote 
to all the "sound" congregations in the area or conti
nent and said, "We should all withdraw fellowship 
from this ungodly bunch"? Did he or any of the 
other apostles give directions as to exactly what steps 
should be taken for one congregation to withdraw 
fellowship from another, or even to authorize it at 
all? The answer should be obvious to any serious stu
dent of the Bible. 

An examination of what was said to the seven 
churches of Asia should be helpful in this respect. 
The church in Ephesus had fallen and left their first 
love. If that does not indicate a church in apostasy 
from which all other churches should withdraw, 
what would? Note carefully, however, that it was 
Jesus who retained the authority to "come andre
move their lampstand out of its place" (Rev. 2:5). He 
did not give that right to Diotrephes or some congre
gation. Even the church at Pergamum who had some 
teaching the doctrine of Baalim and the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitans was not told that every sound church 
should withdraw fellowship from them. Note care
fully that the church in Sardis, which was called a 
"dead church" (Rev. 3:1) still had a few who had not 
soiled their garments and were walking with Christ. 
This may give a thoughtful person an idea why no 
church was ever given the authority to withdraw fel
lowship from another church. Even the church in 
Laodicea was not told that all sound churches should 
disfellowship them, but that if they did not repent 
Jesus would "spew them out of his mouth." 

Note carefully: We have the right and responsi
bility to reprove and rebuke any brother or group of 
brethren who teach any doctrine that will cause a 
person to be lost, or live an immoral life that would 
bring reproach on Christ. The elders of any congre
gation have the right and responsibility to "take heed 
unto the flock over which the Holy Spirit has made 
them overseers" (Acts 20:28). They must "feed the 
flock of God that is among them" (1 Pet. 5 :2), but 
they do not have the responsibility to discipline any 
member of another congregation. 

Paul says in Romans 16:17, "Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and of-

fences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them." It is therefore our right 
and duty to do that. Some have apparently assumed 
that this is the same thing as "disfellowshipping" a 
brother or church. If a brother will only teach what 
the Bible says for us to do, and urge us to do it, those 
of us who believe in doing Bible things in Bible ways 
should have no problem with that teaching or prac
tice. But when one assumes that the passage that 
gives him the right to mark and avoid any person 
gives him the right to tell every congregation in the 
nation or world the specific person or congregation 
to "disfellowship," he has gone beyond what the 
scriptures teach. 

If you can imagine anything so horrible, try to 
imagine what would happen if every congregation 
that has a preacher who thinks it is scriptural for ev
ery congregation to withdraw fellowship from every 
other congregation and person who does not think it 
is scriptural started practicing what they preach. 
That congregation would first probably have to 
withdraw fellowship from all its members who did 
not think it was scriptural for a congregation to with
draw fellowship from another congregation. Then 
when most of their members were gone, they would 
probably feel that they had to "withdraw fellowship" 
from every preacher in every state or nation who did 
not subscribe to their view. Then they would have to 
"withdraw fellowship" (however that would be ac
complished) from every congregation in the world 
who had a preacher or any leading member (or per
haps a following member) who did not subscribe to 
their view. Then the two of them that would be left 
would probably find something that would cause 
them to withdraw from each other, for one of them 
might have a "fellowship room" in the basement, 
and the other had built a separate building that 
would serve as a "fellowship room" as well as a 
"family life center" (whatever that might be). If you 
have visualized that and still have any hair or mind 
left, you might want to challenge someone to debate 
the issue. 1068 Mitchell Ave. 

Cookeville, 1N 38501 
tpiercebrown@multipro.com 
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What Was Proved by Miracles? 
By J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

To deny the reality of miracles has been charac
teristic of infidelity in all ages; but to admit 
their reality, and at the same time to deny 

their evidential value, is a characteristic of 
semi-rationalism. The· latter denial is not uncommon 
among the critics of the new school who claim to be 
"evangelical." A brother writes me from Minnesota 
that a Methodist prea·cher in his town recently said 
in a sermon that ~the miracles of Christ were no evi
dence of his divinity, since many others had per
formed as many, as varied and as great miracles." 
There are not a few who agree with this preacher, 
and who also say that it would be easier to convince 
men of the claims of Christ if the accounts of 
miracles were out of the way. It is worth our while, 
then, to occasionally raise the question, What did the 
miracles prove? Or, if you please, What do the 
miracles, supposing them to have been wrought, 
now prove? 

The argument of this Minnesota preacher, fully 
expressed, is that the miracles of Christ do not prove 
his divinity, because, if they did, they would prove 
the divinity of every other man who wrought 
miracles, which is an absurdity. His argument would 
be conclusive if the mere working of miracles were 
proof of the divinity of him who works them; but 
this can be affirmed by no one who thinks carefully 
and speaks accurately. 

A miracle wrought by a man is an exercise of di
vine power entrusted to the man for some divine 
purpose. When it is wrought as a mere act of mercy, 
the purpose may be no other than to manifest the 
mercy of God. But it is doubtful whether a miracle 
was ever wrought for this purpose alone. Certainly 
some ulterior purpose can usually be discerned. The 
miracles of Jesus were nearly all of this class; but to 
say that they were wrought for the single purpose of 
showing divine compassion toward the sick, and 
those oppressed by the devil, would be to ignore a 
purpose which is easily discerned, which is openly 
avowed by Christ himself, and which is of much 
greater importance. When he said to the paralytic, 
who was let down before him through the roof, 
"Son, thy sins are forgiven thee," he was charged 

6 April 2001 
Fum Foundation 

with blasphemy, because God alone can forgive sins. 
He then made this argument: "Which is easier to say, 
Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, take up thy 
bed and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins, he saith 
unto the man, Rise, take up thy bed and go to thy 
house." Now, how did this prove that he had power 
to forgive sins? Our Minnesota preacher would say, 
if it proved that he had power to forgive sins, it 
proved that all others who wrought miracles could 
likewise forgive sins. And so it would if the naked act 
of healing contained the proof. But Jesus set up the 
claim that he could forgive sins, and he wrought this 
miracle in proof of the claim. If the claim was a false 
one, then God permitted his power to be used in 
support of a false claim, which is inconceivable. God 
can not be a party to deception; and, therefore, 
~hen his power is used in proof of any proposition, 
that proposition must be true. On this ground alone 
can we regard the argument of Jesus as conclusive; 
but on this ground it is vindicated beyond the possi
bility of doubt to all who believe in the moral perfec
tion of God. Now, if the apostles and others who 
wrought miracles had wrought them in support of 
the claim that they had power to forgive sins, they 
would have proved it. But they never set up this 
claim. 

These considerations prepare the way for seeing 
how the miracles of Jesus proved his divinity, and 
how similar miracles wrought by others did not 
prove their divinity. When Jesus first began to work 
miracles, he did not connect them with any specific 
claim with reference to himself, further than to sup
port his proclamation that the kingdom of heaven 
was at hand. He left men for awhile to form their 
own judgments as to who he was. But at the close of 
the first year of his ministry, while on a visit to 
1 erusalem, he formally proclaimed himself the Son 
of God, and held up the miracles which he wrought 
as proof of that claim. In his speech, recorded in the 
fifth chapter of John, he first sets forth, in all its full
ness, the powers and prerogatives which had been 
conferred on him as the Son of God (vv. 19-29), and 
then arrays the witnesses on whom he depends for 



the support of his claim. He appeals first to the testi
mony of John, and then says: "But the witness which 
I have is greater than that of John: for the works 
which the Father hath given me to accomplish, the 
very works which I do, bear witness of me that the 
Father hath sent me." They could have borne no evi
dence of the claim which he had just set up had it not 
been propounded in connection with them. When, 
just one year previous to this, he first appeared in 
Jerusalem, and had not yet openly proclaimed him
self the Son of God, Nicodemus saw his miracles, 
and argued logically from them as the matter then 
stood, saying, "Master, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God; because no man can do the 
miracles which thou doest except God be with him." 
The same logic demanded the conclusion that he was 
the Son of God, when, in connection with these and 
later miracles, Jesus formally set forth that claim. 

But our Lord went further. He not only held that 
his miracles were proof of his divinity, but he went so 
far as to admit that, without them, and their evi
dence, those who rejected his claim would have been 
blameless. He said: "If I had not done among them 
the works which none other did, they had not had 
sin: but now they have both seen and hated both me 
and my Father" Uohn 15:24). 

Miracle-working was then a necessary proof of 
the claim of Jesus, and it is no less necessary now 
than it was at the beginning. True, thoughtful men, if 
we had them not, might come to believe, as many do, 
that he was a great and good man; but this very be
lief is infidelity; and men would be unable to logi
cally reach any other, had he not manifested the di
vine power which dwelt within him by visible and 
tangible demonstrations. Biblical Criticism, pp. 353-7 

1). 

(Following is an excerpt from a book written by Dr. james D. Bales, Miracles or Mirages, published in 1956 
by the Firm Foundation.) 

Do We Have Miracles Today? 
By James D. Bales, Ph.D. 

The clear statement of the issue at stake is of 
fundamental importance. Unless people know 
what the issue is they will be unable to make 

an intelligent and scriptural decision. To fail to see 
the issue is to fail to know when an argument for or 
against a position has been made. 

The Bible teaches that miracles, when taken into 
consideration with some other things we shall men
tion, were indications that God was working through 
the individual or individuals who performed the 
miracles. The New Testament refers to miracles as 
signs, tokens, wonders, powers, and mighty works. 
As wonders, they excited astonishment in those who 
witnessed them. The people askeq, concerning 
Christ, Who is he? Where does he get this power? 
They were amazed. As signs, they were to indicate 
that Jesus and his authorized representatives were 
sent from God. They were to create and to encour
age faith in Jesus as God's son. 

They were the marks or indications of some
thing beyond themselves and different from 
themselves. They were signals from Christ 
within the natural world, to call forth man's 
attention and faith to realities in the spiritual 

world {w.D. Thomson, The Christian Miracles 
and the Conclusions of Science, Edinburgh: 
T&T Clark., p. 23). 

A miracle as a sign generally involved two things. 
First, a prediction, by means of words or gestures, 
that a miracle was to be performed. Second, a fulfill
ment of the prediction in the working of the miracle. 
As powers, miracles were a manifestation and adem
onstration of the fact that Christ and his work was 
something new and great. When we consider his per
son and teaching, it is not strange that the Bible 
should point out that he exercised marvelous pow
ers, or forces. 

To keep the record clear, we affirm that the 
church today does not have, and that it has not been 
promised, the power to work miracles, as did the 
apostles and certain others in the early years of the 
church. To prevent misunderstanding the following 
must be clearly understood. 

First, the miracles recorded in the New Testa
ment are bona fide and true. 

Second, there is divine healing today in the sense 
that those people who move into harmony with 
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God's laws of health are healed. The individual who 
has upset himself through worry may be cured of this 
upset by thinking sanely and cheerfully. He is blessed 
because he has obeyed God's law concerning sane 
and cheerful thinking. Then, too, God may work 
through medicines in healing people just as he works 
through sunshine and rain in feeding the world. This 
indicates that, in one sense, almost all healing is di
vine healing. Healing may be divine without being 
miraculous. 

Third, God answers prayer. It is right to pray for 
the sick. We also pray for our daily bread. However, 
that does not mean that God will answer the prayer 
for daily bread in the miraculous' manner in which he· 
fed his people with manna from heaven; or as Jesus 
fed several thousand with a few loaves and fishes 
(Matt. 6:11; 15:32; John 6:31). It is one thing to say 
God answers prayer, and it is another thing to main
tain that we have the power the apostles had (Acts 
1:8) to lay hands on the sick and bring about their 
immediate recovery. Or to think that we can lay 
hands on another person and give to them the power 
to perform miracles. God will answer prayer as he 
sees fit, but we do not have miraculous power today 
so that we can perform miracles, as did the apostles; 
neither do the "faith-healers" today have such 
power. 

S.H. Hall, of Nashville, Tennessee, wrote, in an
swer to the question "Does Our Lord Heal His 
People Today?" 

8 

l unhesitatingly answer the question yes, most 
assuredly He does. But there is quite a difference 
with healing today and in the days of Christ and 
his apostles. The healing then was done in
stantly, immediately, without delay. He touched 
blind eyes, and they at once saw. He spoke the 
word, and the sick were made well. We should 
have no trouble seeing the miracles performed 
by Christ and his apostles. Any kind of disease, 
any kind of physical infirmity was healed at once 
- the lepers, the man without a leg or an arm, 
people blind from birth, a man crippled for forty 
years. 

We do not have such healing today. There is 
no reason for it- no revelation to be confirmed 
-yet God blesses his people today in all of their 
troubles. He is with us all the time and causes 
every experience we have to bring a blessing to 
our souls. 'And we know that all things work to
gether for good to them that love God, to them 
who are called according to his purpose' (Rom. 
8:28) ••.. 

Our Lord makes us well when we are sick, but 
n~t like it was when he and his apostles were 
working miracles to confirm their teaching. In 
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the days of the apostles, disciples were left sick 
here and there just because there was no reason 
or necessity to make them well in a miraculous 
way. Paul states that he left 'Trophimus at 
Miletum sick' (2 Tim. 4:20). Epaphroditus was 
sick, nigh unto death, but he was not healed in a 
miraculous way. God made him well but not by 
miracle (Phil. 2:25-27). All known remedies for 
such sickness were used, and the matter was left 
with God to sanctify them to the saving of the 
sick. Hezekiah was sick unto death and prayed 
most earnestly, and God added fifteen more 
years to his life. But he was not made well in
stantly. A poultice made of figs was laid on the 
boil by which he was afflicted, and he got well (2 
Kings 20:1-7). When sickness comes to our 
loved ones, or us we should do all we know to 
do to meet the demands of the case [through use 
of medicine and doctors]. But we should not fail 
to put the case in the hands of our Lord and 
trust him, even more than we do our doctors, to 
make the loved one well. 

Fourth, we are not discussing God's power. We 
are concerned with the question as to whether or not 
he has promised miraculous power to the church to
day. The question is not: Has God the power to 
work miracles? He has. The question is: Does God 
give to the church today the power which he mani-
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fested through the apostles in the first century. For 
example, no believer today questions God's power 
and argues that he could not create men and women 
today as he created Adam and made Eve. Although 
God is powerful enough to do it today, every be
liever recognizes that he has not promised to do it 
today and that he is not making men out of clay and 
women out of bones today. Still, there is no Scripture 
saying he cannot do it or that he will not do it. 

The fact is he is not doing it today. It is clear that 
when we deny that God creates men now as he did 
Adam, we are not denying that God has the power. 
We are simply affirming that he is not exercising his 
power in that manner today. Likewise when we af
firm that God has not given us the power today that 
he gave to the apostles, we are not denying his 
power. We are not limiting God. Yet, we intend to 
determine, from the Bible and from the efforts of 
modern "faith-healers," whether God has withdrawn 
from his church the power to work miracles. If there 
is anyone trying to limit God's power, it is some of 
the modern "faith-healers," especially those that 
refuse to let God heal people through the use of 
good medicines. They use bread to sustain life. They 
do not leave it to God to sustain life directly and im
mediately without bread. And yet, they refuse to use, 
at least some of them do, medicines which are just as 
much made out of materials found on God's earth as 
is bread. They simply say that he must not heal them 
through medicines- but that he must be limited in 
this work and do it only through miracles. 

If the reader will keep the real issue before him, 
he will not be confused by the assertions and argu
ments made by "faith-healers." This question is 
whether God has granted the church today the 
power that he granted the apostles and certain other 
individuals in the first century - and that is the only 
issue. When people see the issue, they will not be 
able to maintain with sincerity that the disciples to
day who do not claim miraculous powers insult 
God's goodness, or that they endeavor to limit God's 
power, or that they say God does not answer prayer 
today. 

The issue is whether God grants miracles today 
as he did to certain men in the Bible. If God still 
works through miracles, it is a case for demonstra
tion - not verbal arguments - by those who claim 
miracles today. We cannot imagine that Jesus claimed 
power and then never used it, never demonstrated it. 
If those who claim miraculous power today have it, 
they should be able to duplicate - work wonders 

that parallel the miracles we read about in the Bible. 
If such miracles cannot be demonstrated today, it is 
clear God has not granted to them the power they 
claim. 

Miracles Recorded in the Bible 
The miracles in the Bible should be compared with 
those of the present-day spurious-miracle-workers. 
Bible miracles and modern-day "miracles" differ 
widely. Conflicting sectarian groups all perform the 
same type of so-called (false) miracles; that their 
miracles are generally within the realm of faith heal
ing; and that in this realm they have been equaled by 
psychiatrists and hypnotists. 

Here is a list of some of the miracles in the Bible. 
It clearly shows that these miracles are in an entirely 
different class from the so-called miracles of modern 
faith healers. 

1. The creation of the heaven and the earth; cre
ation of living creatures including man; and the for
mation of woman from man (Gen. 1-2). 

2. The miracles in Egypt which included turning 
water into blood; smiting of the country with a 
plague of frogs; thick darkness that covered the 
whole land; and the death of the firstborn in Egypt 
while, at the same time, those who did what God 
commanded were spared (Ex. 3 :20; 7: 17). 

3. Suspension of both dew and rain over the 
whole land for three years and six months (1 Kings 
17:1). 

4. Lunatics immediately healed (Matt. 17:14 ). 
5. The blind were made to see (Luke 18:41). 
6. Lepers were healed (Matt. 8:2-3). 
7. A dead man was raised when Elisha's bones 

touched him (2 Kings 13:21). 
8. A woman was healed, when she touched Jesus' 

garment (Matt. 14:36; Luke 8:44). 
9. People were completely and instantly healed by 

means of Paul's handkerchiefs (Acts 19:11-12). 
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10. The clothes and the shoes of the children of Is
rael did not wax old in forty years (Deut. 8:4; Neb. 
9:21). 

11. Miracles were performed in connection with 
animals in which their ferocity was controlled; they 
were made to speak; they were summoned by God; 
dust was turned into lice; and a big fish became the 
host of Jonah (Dan. 6:16-27; Num. 22:28-29, 30; 2 
Pet. 2:16; Psa. 105:40; 1 Kings 17:6; Ex. 8:16;Jonah 
1: 17ff). 

12. Sprinkled ashes caused boils throughout the 
land (Ex. 9:8). 

13. Men were smitten with blindness (Gen. 19:11; 
2 Kings 6-18; Acts 13:11). 

14. Miriam was smitten with leprosy (Num. 
12:10). 

15. A man was cured of leprosy, when he dipped 
seven times in the river Jordan (2 Kings 5:10££). 

16. Jeroboam was smitten with a withered hand 
and then it was cured (1 Kings 13:4). 

17. Zacharias was smitten with dumbness (Luke 
1:20). 

18. Plagues were miraculously stayed (Num. 
16:50). 

19. Poison was removed or made ineffective (2 
Kings 4:39-41; Acts 28:3-6; Mark 16:17-20). 

20. The lame were healed Uohn 5:5; Acts 3:6ff; 
9:32, 33, 34; 14:8-10). 

21. Those sick with fever were cured (Matt. 
8:14££). 

22. The face of Moses shone after he had com
muned with God (Ex. 34:29ff). 

23. Christ was transfigured before three of his dis
ciples and Moses and Elijah appeared unto them 
(Matt. 17:1). 

24. Enoch was translated and did not see death 
(Gen. 5 :24; Heb. 11 :5). 

25. Elijah was taken into heaven (2 Kings 2:1, 
11-12). 

26. Philip was miraculously caught away so that the 
eunuch saw him no more (Acts 8:39-40). This took 
place right after Philip had assisted the eunuch in be
ing buried and raised with Christ in baptism (Com
pare Rom. 6:2; Col. 2:12; Gal. 3:27). 

27. Christ and his apostles raised the dead. One of 
the dead persons had passed away four days before 
(Mark 5 :22; Luke 7 :22; John 11 :43; Acts 9:40; 20:9). 

28. Demons were cast out of people (Matt. 8:16). 
Some of the demons entered swine (Mark 5:10-13 ). 

29. People were fed with manna from heaven (Ex. 
16:4ff). 
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30. Meal and oil were miraculously increased (1 
Kings 17: 14ff). 

31. Thousands were fed with a few loaves and 
fishes (Mark 6:3 7-44 ). 

32. A woman was turned into a pillar of salt (Gen. 
19:26). 

33. A flood was sent and it destroyed most of the 
people on the earth (Gen. 7:11). (Shall we take the 
approach that some people take and accuse God of 
changing because he has not, and he shall not, again 
destroy the earth by water?) (Gen. 9:8-16). 

34. The waters of the Red Sea and the waters of 
Jordan were miraculously divided so that the people 
walked through on dry land (Ex. 14:15-27; Josh. 
3: 13££). 

35. Water was brought forth from a rock (Ex. 
17:6££). 

36. Iron was caused to float (2 Kings 6:5ff). 
37. Walking on water (Matt. 14:25ff; Mark 6:48) 
38. A pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night acted as a guide and as a protection to the chil
dren of Israel (Ex. 14:24ff). 

39. An altar was rent in twain (1 Kings 13:3). 
40. Storms suddenly and miraculously ceased 

(Mark 4:39££). 
41. Fire came down from Heaven in a miraculous 

manner (Lev. 10: 1-2). 
42. Three Hebrew children were not consumed by 

the fire in the furnace which had been heated to 
many times its normal temperature. And further
more, although only three were cast into this furnace 
a fourth person appeared in it with them (Dan. 
3:20££). 

43. The sun and the moon stood still Uosh. 
10:12££). 

44. There was a cloud by day and a fire by night 
over the tabernacle during the journeying of the chil
dren of Israel (Ex. 40:38). 

45. Deliverance from prison (Acts 5:19; 12:7; 
16:26). 

46. Ear restored (Luke 22:51). 
47. Halt and maimed- those with a limb missing 

or crippled-healed and restored to perfect health 
(Matt. 18:8; 15:30-31). 

These bona fide miracles are sufficient to show 
that the workers of so-called modem miracles do not 
do the wonders which were done by God's messen
gers of old. It just does not happen today; and, there
fore, we know that miracles have ceased, but God's 
love, care, and protection have not ceased. 



What Do You Mean Withdraw 
Fellowship? 

By Lindell Mitchell 

In the December, 2000 issue of the Firm-Founda
tion I noted that some seek biblical justification 
for an earthly hierarchy to govern local 

churches of Christ. They allege anyone refusing to 
implement what they advocate transgresses God's 
law. 

In fact, no biblical text commands any local 
church to punish another congregation. There is no 
New Testament example of it ever occurring. No 
passage implies authorization for one church to ex
communicate another church. Each congregation 
may decide which, if any, congregations in the broth
erhood it will work with, approve of, and support, 
but lacks power to enforce its will or impose a pen
alty. To make the attempt is to sin. 

As expected, citing these self-evident biblical 
truths drew some small arms fire. An apologist for 
inter-church meddling accused me of distortion and 
cowardice. These are serious charges. They are un
founded 

My distinguished reviewer alleges: "The Firm 
Foundation article consistently 'spins' this issue in a 
different light from its actual teaching." He then asks 
us to: 

suppose for some inane reason the Pearl Street 
church had a lot of time on its hands, was bored, 
and wanted to impose its will on a congregation 
in Louisville, Lincoln, or Livingston. Exactly 
how would we go about doing that? Letters to 
that effect would either be ignored or returned 
with a much needed rebuke. Phone calls insist
ing that others bow to our will would result in 
hysterical laughter. If brethren know one thing, 
they know that churches are autonomous. 

I did not "spin" the material reviewed in a "dif
ferent light from its actual teaching." 

It is not apparent that brethren know that 
churches are autonomous. It is apparent they do not 
understand or accept local church autonomy. 

The author reviewed in December 2000 at
tended an invitational meeting held in a hotel confer
ence room at the DFW International Airport. This 
meeting occurred in the first half of 1995. Approxi-

mately thirty people attended, including the editor 
of the Firm Foundation. The man critiqued was a 
leading proponent of identifying and excommunicat
ing errant preachers, churches, and schools. He evi
dently felt the airport assembly was empowered to 
take police actions. The editor of the Firm Founda
tion wisely refused to participate. But our brother in
sisted the church desperately needed to implement 
his proposal. He has not been misunderstood or mis
quoted. His sentiments are well known. 

Consider the title of the article reviewed in De
cember: ·"One Congregation May Withdraw From 
Another Congregation." It is not "spinning" to say 
the author argues an entity above the local church is 
authorized to administer punitive discipline to errant 
churches. The bold assertion of this title is not the 
work of one who knows churches are autonomous. 
If a congregation is autonomous, it is not subject to 
punitive action from outside. Hence, it is not subject 
to being excommunicated by another congregation. 

The piece reviewed concludes with a bolder as-
sertion: 

It is not only a scriptural right, but also a duty to 
withdraw from erring brethren, regardless of the 
spiritual relationship involved, including indi
vidual-individual, individual-congregation, con
gregation individual, and congregation-congrega
tion relationships. Anyone who would forbid 
one congregation to withdraw fellowship from 
another congregation (when its apostasy justifies 
it) legislates where God has not done so. 

It is not "spinning" to say the author advocates 
an entity above the local church is authorized to pun
ish errant churches. He attempted to recruit a posse 
to help him do it in 1995. He was wrong then. He is 
wrong now. He began saying an unscriptural action 
may be taken and ended saying it must be. He was 
wrong on both counts. His apologist is wrong too. 
The Bible nowhere teaches what they allege. 

No passage of scripture has ever yet been given 
for one congregation to punish, or dominate a sister 
church. Elders are ordained to oversee their local 
congregation, not a cluster of churches. They may 
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lead their congregation in identifying and avoiding 
outside agitators. But they have no authority to in
flict punishment on any other congregation. Nor do 
they have authority to punish churches who refuse to 
join them in excommunicating some congregation 
they oppose. 

Roy H. Lanier Sr. wisely said, "The word 'with
draw' is not the best term to use. It may be better to 
say one congregation may, and in some cases should, 
withhold fellowship from, or deny fellowship to an
other congregation or group of people." I believe an 
even better term to use is cooperation. A congrega
tion can and should determine which, if any other 
congregations it cooperates with. But no church has 
the power to coerce, punish, or excommunicate an
other congregation. Churches lack the authority to 
throw an errant congregation out of the kingdom. 

When we speak of withdrawing fellowship, we 
are talking about excommunicating the wicked. 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary Tenth Edition de
fines excommunication as: "an ecclesiastical censure 
depriving a person of the rights of church member
ship: exclusion from fellowship in a group or com
munity." This is precisely what the brethren under 
review advocate on a grand scale far above the local 
church. Of course, they will appear at the top of the 
hierarchy. Their proposal advocates actions that are 
punitive, coercive, and wrong. They are wrong be
cause they go beyond what is written. 

A superficial study of what the Bible says about 
withdrawing fellowship demonstrates the absurdity 
of taking the action beyond the local church. First, 
the whole church must administer the sanction. Paul 
wrote, "In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when 
ye are gathered together, and in my spirit with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such an 
one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 
they spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus" 
(1 Cor. 5 :4-5). It is possible to assemble the "whole" 
church locally, but utterly impossible to assemble the 
"whole" church globally. 

Second, the person withdrawn from is to be 
treated as a heathen and a publican (Matt. 18: 17). 
When all efforts have failed to correct a brother, he 
is to be treated as we properly treat heathen men of 
wicked habits. They are treated as one not connected 
with the church. It is easy to see how this could be 
accomplished locally, but how do you do it globally? 
How do you inform everyone? How do you assure 
compliance? It can be done in the local church, but is 
not possible in the universal church. I cannot treat a 
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man like a heathen and a publican whom I have 
never met, whom I never will meet because he lives 
on the other side of the world. How do you manage 
to deny a person what you never gave him? How do 
you go about subjecting him to punitive treatment, 
when you have no contact with him? 

Third, we are to keep no company with the one 
disciplined. Paul wrote, "And if any man obey not 
our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no 
company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet 
count him not as an enemy but admonish him as a 
brother" (2 Thess. 3:14-15). This can be done with 
great effect in the local church. But how am I to 
"have no company" with a man in Hong Kong? I do 
not keep company with him now. How can I cease 
from what I do not do? In the Bible church discipline 
is administered locally. 

Fourth, we are not to eat with one under the 
church's sanction. Hear Paul's words, "But now I 
have written unto you not to keep company, if any 
man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covet
ous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner; with such an one no not to eat" (1 Cor. 
5: 11). In the local church, where the Spirit put ex
communication, this is easily done. But how do I 
stop eating with someone in Moscow, Russia? I have 
never eaten with anyone in Moscow. How could I 
stop doing it? 

It is not cowardice not to go beyond what is writ
ten; it is common sense. I share the acute frustration 
of those determined to neutralize the wicked work of 
church troublers. But I will not join an unauthorized 
junta in the attempt. 

Let us speak clearly lest we lead others to act 
rashly. By divine decree congregations of the church 
of Christ are locally autonomous. They are not sub
ject to the dictates of self-appointed vigilantes and 
false messiahs. In our zeal to oppose error we must 
not go beyond what is written. . . P.O. Box 316 
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Jesus' Biography in the Psalms 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

In the Old Testament three hundred and 
thirty two predictions of the coming 
of jesus have been counted (Floyd E. 

Hamilton, The Basis of the Christian Faith, p. 
157). 

Three hundred and thirty two pieces of marble, 
assembled by many different sculptors over some 
1,500 years, most of whom never saw one another, 
could not produce a beautiful statue, but only some
thing ugly, fantastic, and grotesque. 

However, if a super-overseer sent out a plan for 
the 332 pieces of marble to local sculptors, the result 
would be a beautiful statue. 

So, God, as a super-overseer, sent out "pure 
words, as silver tried in a furnace on the earth, puri
fied seven times" (Psa. 12:6), words "from God" to 
"men" (scripture writers), who were "moved by the 
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Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :21 ), words describing the most 
beautiful life ever in human flesh in 332 ways hun
dreds of years before he was born. 

Of the 332 Old Testament predictions about the 
coming of Christ, jesus' Biography in the Psalms is 
restricted to the 21 passages in the book of Psalms 
certified in the New Testament as predictions, and to 
three others (Psa. 22:1; 24:7-10; 31:5) that are be
lieved to be predictions. 

Jesus' Pre-fleshly Existence 
When God, apparently in a heavenly conference "be
fore the world existed" ijohn 17 :5), to carry out his 
"eternal purpose" (Eph. 3: 11) to save sinners by a 
human sacrifice "as of an unblemished and spotless 
lamb" (1 Pet. 1: 19), apparently asked, "Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?" (cf. Isa. 6:8). Then 
Jesus, "foreknown indeed before the foundation of 
the world" (1 Pet. 1 :20), responded: 

Neither sacrifice nor offering do you desire. You 
have opened my ears. Neither a burnt sacrifice 
nor a sin offering have you requested. Then I 
said, 'Look! I come. In the volume of the book it 
is written of me, " I delight to do your will, 0 
my God, and your law is within my heart' (Psa. 
40:6-8). 

Jesus' response, recorded in the book of Psalms 
by David, is quoted in a New Testament book: 

So, when he came into the world, he said, You 
did not want sacrifice and offering, but you pre
pared a body for me. You had no pleasure in 
whole burnt offerings and sin offerings. Then I 
said, 'Behold! I have come! It is written of me, in 
the roll of the scroll, to do your will, 0 God' 
(Heb. 10:5-7). 

His Personal Ministry 
Scholars place Jesus' personal ministry from the 
summer of A.D. 26 to A.D. 30. David's words about 
himself also pointed to Jesus, "Let not those who 
hate me wrongfully wink an eye" (Psa. 35: 19), and 
"They who hate me without a cause are more than 
the hairs of my head" (Psa. 69:4). Jesus said: 

He who hates me also hates my Father .... they 
have hated both me and my Father. So the pre
diction written in their law is fulfilled, 'They 
hated me without a cause' Uohn 15 :23-25). 
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upalm Sunday, n April 2 
Though the Jewish leaders hated Jesus, "thousands" 
(Matt. 16:9-10), of "the common people heard him 
gladly" (Mark 12:37, KJV). For some reason those 
common people knew by heart the psalmist's precious 
words, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
LORD" (Psa. 118:26). On what is called "Palm Sun
day," as Jesus was riding on the colt, Luke says: 

the whole multitude began to rejoice and to 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 
works which they had seen, saying, 'Blessed is 
the King who comes in the name of Lord! Peace 
in heaven and glory on high!' Then some of the 
Pharisees from the crowd said to him, "Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples." He replied, 'I assure you 
that if these will become quiet, the stones will 
cry out' (Luke 19:37-40). 

When Jesus "rode into Jerusalem, all the city was 
stirred, asking 'Who is this?"' "The marchers were 
answering, 'This is the prophet Jesus, the one from 
Nazareth of Galilee'" (Matt. 21:10-11). He entered 
the temple and there healed the blind and the 
crippled. 

The chief priests and the scribes saw the marvel
ous things he was doing, heard the children cry
ing out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of 
David," and became angry. They asked him, "Do 
you hear what they are saying?" Jesus replied, 
"Yes. Have you never read 'Out of the mouth of 
children and sucklings have I ordained praise'?" 
(Matt. 21:16). 

Thus Jesus was saying that David in Psalm 8:2 
was predicting how little ones would react in his 
presence: "You [that is, God] ordained that children, 
even infants, should offer up praise." 

Tuesday, April 4 
1. Psalm 118:22-23. To the opponents of Jesus, "the 
chief priests and the elders of the people" (Matt. 
21:23), Jesus said: 

Have you never read the Scriptures, 'The stone 
which the builders rejected, this has become the 
keystone; this was from the Lord, and it is mar
velous in our eyes'? For this reason I assure you 
that God's kingdom will be taken from you, and 
will be given to a nation producing its fruits 
(Matt. 21:42-43). 

As Jesus thus quoted from Psalm 118:22-23, the 
chief priests and Pharisees "knew that he was talking 
about them. They were seeking to lay hold of him, 
but were afraid of the crowds, since they considered 
him a prophet" (Matt. 21:45-46). 

Of the words that Jesus quoted from Psalm 
118:22-23 about his being a rejected stone, later the 
apostle Peter said to the Jewish rulers: 
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This is the stone which has been accounted as 
nothing by you builders, which has become the 
keystone, and salvation is in no other, for nei
ther is there any other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved (Acts 
4:11-12). 

2. Psalm 110:1. Next, after Jesus had quoted 
from Psalm 118:22-23, he went to Psalm 110:1, 
"The LORD said to my Lord, 'Sit at my right hand 
until I make your enemies the footstool of your 
feet'": 

Now while the Pharisees were assembled, 
Jesus asked them, saying, 'What do you think 
about the Christ? Whose son is he?' They re
plied, 'David's.' He asked them, 

How then did David in the Spirit call him 
Lord, saying, "The Lord said to my Lord, 'Sit at 
my right hand until I put your enemies under 
your feet'"? If David therefore called him 
'Lord,' how is he his son? 

No one could answer him a word, and from 
that day no more did anyone dare to question 
him (Matt. 22:41-46). 

Thursday, April 6 
We found that David's words about his being hated 
"without a cause" (Psa. 35:19; 69:4) were also a pre
dictive utterance about Jesus being hated "without a 
cause" ijohn 15 :23-25). Another use of the Old Tes
tament scriptures is in 2 Samuel 7: 14, where the 
whole verse quotes God's words to Solomon, but 
only the first part, "I will be his father, and he shall 
be my son," is a predictive utterance about Jesus 
(Heb. 1:5). 

This same use of the Old Testament Scriptures is 
found in that part of David's words about a traitor 
(apparently Ahithophel, 2 Sam. 16:20-23) had also a 
predictive utterance in reference to another traitor, 
Judas Iscariot Oohn 13 :26-30). Two of the four 
statements David made about Ahithophel (Psa. 41 :9) 
were not true about Judas, but two of th~m were, 
and those two Jesus pointed out "that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, 'He who eats with me has lifted up 
his heel against me.' I tell you this beforehand, that 
when it happens, you may believe that I am he" 
Oohn 13:18-19). 

Black Friday, April 7 
1. Psalm 2:1-2. Though Jesus certainly was even 
more tired than Peter, James, and John, who, around 
midnight of Thursday, went to sleep twice in Gethse
mane with "heavy" eyes (Matt. 26:40-43), no sleep 
was possible for Jesus. Mter the illegal (Mishnah 
Sanhedrin, 4:1) night trials before Annas Oohn 
18:13) and Caiaphas Oohn 18:24), there was an 



"early" morning trial (around 5 a.m.) before Gover
nor Pilate Oohn 18:28; Matt. 27:1-2), and then be
fore King Herod (Luke 23:7-12). The two trials be
fore the non-Jewish officials David had predicted: 

Why are the nations in tumult, and why do the 
peoples plot a vain scheme? The kings of the 
earth have taken a stand, and the rulers have 
taken counsel together against the LORD and 
against his Messiah (Psa. 2:1-2). 

This passage from the Psalms later became part 
of a prayer by Peter and John and "their own" (likely, 
the other ten apostles, Acts 4;23), who "with one 
mind they lifted their voice to God, and prayed," 

Master, who made heaven and earth and the 
sea and all things in them, who said (through the 
Holy Spirit by the mouth of David, our father 
and your servant), 

Why have the nations become furious, and the 
peoples plotted senseless things? The kings of 
the earth have appeared, and the rulers have 
come together, against the Lord and his Christ 
(Acts 4:24-26). 

2. Psalm 69:21a. On Friday morning, shortly be
fore nine o'clock, Pilate ordered that Jesus be 
"beaten with a whip" (phragellosas), "and delivered 
him to be crucified" (Mark 15:25; Matt. 27:26-27). 
The "soldiers of the governor," in ridicule, "wove a 
crown of thorns, and placed it on Jesus' head, ... spit 
on him, .. . and beat him on the head" (Matt. 
27:26-30). The soldiers took Jesus to a place called 
"Golgotha" (Aramaic for "skull," Latin for "calvary" 
[Matt. 27:33]). 

Jesus was thirsty, not having a drink since the 
Passover Supper the night before. Mean soldiers of
fered him some wine into which they had put some 
"gall" (chole, something bitter), but "when he had 
tasted it, he would not drink" (Matt. 27:34; Mark 
15:23 ). Even this detail had been predicted a thou
sand years before, quoting Jesus as saying, "They put 
poison in my food" (Psa. 69:21a). 

3. Psalms 22:18. Then the soldiers took his 
clothes and divided them into four parts, one to each 
soldier, and the inner garment. The inner garment 
was seamless, woven throughout from the top. They 
said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but let us cast 
lots for it, to see who will get it" Qohn 19:23-24). 

Sadly the KJV (similarly the ASV, NKJ'Y, NASB, 
Niv, NRSV) put an additional statement in the 
mouths of the four soldiers, quoting them as saying 
what they had done was "that the scripture might be 
fulfilled, which saith, 'They parted my raiment 
'UllOng them, and for my vesture they did cast lots'" 
Oohn 19:24). 

Actually it is doubtful that those four soldiers 
knew anything about what "the scripture" says (Psa. 
22: 18), or even cared about what "the scripture" 
might say about anything. They were along with the 
crowd that was mocking Jesus (Matt. 27:29). 

After the quotation made by the four soldiers as 
to which one would get garment number five, cer
tainly a period is required. Accordingly the FHV 
(editions 1-3) takes the words "that the scripture 
might be fulfilled" away from the four soldiers and 
makes those words John's inspired comment: "This 
happened so that the scripture might be fulfilled." 

Now, however. I have learned more about John's 
use of the Greek word hina, with the result that I 
have, in edition 4, made John's remark even clearer. 
In editions 1-3 I had given it its usual telic (telikos) 
meaning of "that," but I had overlooked its ecbatic 
(ekbatikos) meaning "with the result that" (Thayer, 
304; G. Abbott-Smith, 217). Accordingly, the 4th 
edition of the FHV says: 

They said one to another, 'Let us not tear it, but 
let us cast lots for it, to see who will get it.' In 
this way the Scripture was fulfilled, 'They di
vided my clothes among themselves, and cast 
lots for my garment' Uohn 19:24). 
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A more literal translation would be: 
They said one to another, 'Let us not tear it, but 
let us cast lots for it, to see who will get it,' with 
the result that the Scripture was fulfilled, 'They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and cast 
lots for my garment' Uohn 19:24). 

Adam Clarke wrote: 
The words [of John 19:24] are taken from Psalm 
22:18, where it appears they were spoken pro
phetically of this treatment which Jesus re
ceived, upwards of a thousand years before it 
took place! 

Amazing is the fact that a human being could 
write that the crucifiers would distribute Jesus' gar
ments among themselves, and cast lots for the re
maining garment, "upwards of a thousand years be
fore it took place!" (Psa. 22: 16; John 19:23-24). 
Somehow that human being knew that Jesus was 
wearing one more garment than the number of the 
crucifiers! 

Clarke's statement that the words of John 19:24 
"were spoken prophetically" fully explains how 
David could write of something "upwards of a thou
sand years before it took place." This means that he 
did not write anything of his own thinking, for "No 
prophecy at any time was guided by the will of a 
man, but men spoke from God being guided by the 
Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :21). David himself explained 
how he was able to predict future events: "The Spirit 
of the LORD spoke by me, and his word was upon 
my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). 

4. Psalm 22:16. Similarly, in this way David was 
able to predict the crucifixion, quoting Jesus as say
ing, "They have pierced my hands and feet" (Psa. 
22:16; cf. Matt. 27:35, 38). 

5. Psalm 22:6-8. On the cross David said that 
Jesus would be "a reproach among men and despised 
by the people," and that Jesus would say, "All who 
see me mock. They shoot out their lips. They shake 
their heads, saying, 'He trusted in the LORD! Let 
him deliver him. Let him rescue him, for he de
lighted in him"' (Psa. 22:6-8). The fulfillment of 
David's words was described by Matthew: 

Those who passed by were shouting insults, 
wagging their heads, and saying, 'You, the one 
who destroys the temple and builds it in three 
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.' Likewise the chief 
priests, with the scribes and elders, were mock
ing him, crying 'He saved others, but he cannot 
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save himself! If he is Israel's king let him come 
down from the cross and we will believe on him. 
He trusted in God. Let God now rescue him if 
he desires, for he said, 'I am the Son of God'" In 
the same way the thieves were heaping insults 
upon him (Matt. 27:39-44). 

6. Psalm 22:1. The sad prayer of Jesus on the 
cross, crying out "with a loud voice, "My God! My 
God! Why have you forsaken me?"' (Matt. 27:46), is 
not cited by the New Testament writers as being the 
fulfillment of Psalm 22:1, but it is clear that Jesus, in 
"darkness" (Matt. 27 :45), in bloody agony, quoted 
David's exact words in Psalm 22:1 (Matt. 27:46) as 
true of himself. 

7. Psalm 69:21b. Even in Jesus' six hours suffer
ing on the cross, on his mind was the fact that "all 
things written about" him "in Moses' law and in the 
prophets and in the psalms must be fulfilled" (Luke 
24:44). In his vast knowledge of the book of Psalms 
he remembered that Psalm 69:21b (69:22b in the 
Hebrew) was a prediction of himself: "in my thirst 
they gave me hometz to drink." A hometz substance 
is "what is leavened, fermented" (Davidson). A 
hometz liquid could be "vinegar" (KJY, ASV), but 
vinegar is not a drink. A hometz liquid could be 
"sour wine" (FHV), which is a drink. 

Jesus wanted to fulfill the prediction of Psalm 
69:21b, and so from the cross he said, "I am thirsty" 
(dipso, John 19:28). Somebody brought a vessel full 
of oxos (John 19:29), "sour wine, the ordinary drink 
of laborers and common soldiers" (Abbott-Smith). It 
"relieved thirst more effectively than water and, be
cause it was cheaper than regular wine, it was a fa
vorite beverage of the lower ranks of society" (BGD, 
574). Both the KJV and the ASV say that a "vessel 
full of vinegar" was brought, which is not a drink. 
Instead, an unknown person, who did not know that 
David had predicted "sour wine" (Psa. 69:21b, FHV) 
would be offered to Jesus, brought "a vessel full of 
the sour wine," which, "placed on a hyssop stalk, 
was lifted to his mouth. Jesus received the wine, and 
said, 'It is finished,' and bowed his head, and yielded 
his spirit" Oohn 19:29-30). 

8. Psalm 31:5. John omitted telling that, after 
Jesus had said, "It is finished" (apparently in refer
ence to his earlier statement to the Father, "I have 
finished the work which you gave me to do" (John 
17:4)), he also "cried· out with a loud voice, saying, 
'Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands'" (Luke 
23:46). This, the last of Jesus' seven utterances on 
the cross, is a parallel with his earlier cry "with a 
loud voice, 'My God! My God! Why have you for-



saken me?'" (Psa. 22:1) in that neither of David's 
statements (Psa. 22:1; 31:5), used by Jesus, is said to 
be a prediction of what Jesus would say. All we can 
say is that Jesus was using David's words. 

9. Psalm 34:20. After Jesus had died, the soldiers 
"did not break his legs," which they did in reference to 
the two still living thieves Oohn 19 :33). However, 
"one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with his spear" 
Oohn 19:34 ). That soldier, in piercing Jesus' side, but 
refraining from breaking his legs, did not know that 
he was fulfilling a scripture prediction about Jesus' 
crucifixion: "The LORD keeps all of his bones; not 
one of them is broken" (Psa. 34:20). 

As shown above, in the discussion about hina 
(Psa. 22:18; John 19:23-24), the FHV (editions 1-3, 
and similarly the KJV, ASV, NIV) erred in saying, 
about Jesus having no broken bones, that this "oc
curred that the scripture might be fulfilled, 'Not one 
of his bones will be broken"' Oohn 19:36). The sol
diers crucifying Jesus were not trying to fulfi ll scrip
ture in leaving Jesus' legs unbroken. The fourth edi
tion of the FHV says that "the occurrence of these 
things had been foretold in the scripture, 'Not one of 
his bones will be broken'" (Psa. 34:20). 

Sunday, April 9 

In heaven, a thousand years before "the fullness of 
time" (Gal. 4:4) for Jesus to die on the cross, he was 
already rejoicing that he would not stay dead, saying, 
"I will celebrate the decree of the LORD. He said to 
me, 'You are my Son. Today I have begotten you"' 
(Psa. 2:7). The apostle Paul explains why Jesus was 
so happy, writing, "God raised him from the dead, ... 
as it is written in the second psalm, 'You are my Son. 
I have begotten you today"' (Acts 13:30-33) . So we 
learn that the "today" of his resurrection (A.D. April 
9, 30) was figuratively portrayed as his being "begot
ten," though he had always existed (Micah 5 :2). As 
the word begotten points to the beginning of new 
life, so the resurrection of Jesus points to the time 
when "all those in the graves" will "come out" to "a 
resurrection of life" or to "a resurrection of condem
nation" Oohn 5:28-29). 

Not only does Psalm 2:7 predict Jesus' joyful res
urrection before he became "flesh" Oohn 1:14), but 
another psalm quotes his saying in heaven "my flesh" 
will "rest in hope" (Psa. 16:9). Psalm 16:10 continues 
his rejoicing, but that you cannot learn by the KJV 
reading: For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; nei
ther wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrup
tion. 

The word soul (nephesh in the Hebrew, psuche in 
the Greek), in the KJV mistranslation of Psalm 
16:10, normally is a person's immortal spirit (Gen. 
35:18; Eccl. 12:7; Zech. 12:1; Matt. 10:28; 22 :32; 
Heb. 12:9; James 5 :20; 1 Pet. 1:9; Rev. 6:9), but 
sometimes means a corpse, a dead body (Num. 5 :2; 
6:6; 9:6, 7, 10), which latter meaning the context of 
Psalm 16: 10 demands. 

The word hell (gehenna) in the KJV mistransla
tion of Psalm 16:10 is not in the Hebrew original nor 
in the Greek LXX. In place of "hell" the Hebrew 
origina l has sheol , and the Greek LXX has haides, 
which two words sometimes mean a grave (Gen. 
37:35; 42:38; 44:29, 31; Psa. 88:3 in the Hebrew; 
Psa. 87:4 in the Greek LXX; Psa. 16:10 in the He
brew; Psa. 15 :10 in the Greek LXX), which meaning 
the context of Psalm 16:10 demands. 

The replacement of "soul" and "hell" in Psalm 
16:9-10 of the KJV with "body" and "grave" shows 
why Jesus was rejoicing in heaven, before he had a 
fleshly body: "my flesh" will "rest in hope . For you 
Uesus speaking to the Father] will not leave my body 
in the grave; neither will you allow your Holy One 
to see corruption." 
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David's prophecy in Psalm 16:9-10, that Jesus' 
body would not be left in the grave nor would it see 
corruption, written in Hebrew, Peter by Luke 
brought over to Acts 2:27 in Greek. There the KJV 
has repeated its two erroneous words ("soul" and 
"hell") as in its mistranslation of Psalm 16:9-10. 

Likewise the ASV has two erroneous words 
("soul" and "Hades") in Acts 2:27, and so does the 
FHV, editions 1-3. If the word soul (psuche) had its 
usual meaning (man's eternal spirit, Heb. 12:9; 
Matt. 10:28; 1 Pet. 1:9; James 5:20) in Acts 2:27, 
then Peter made a mistake, quoting Jesus as saying to 
the Father, "thou wilt not leave my soul unto Ha
des," for Jesus' soul, his spirit (Luke 23:46) did not 
go "unto Hades." Instead, his soul, his spirit, on his 
dying day, went t9 "Paradise" (Luke 23:43 ). How
ever, Acts 2:26-27, with the words "body" and 
"grave" inserted, says: "[M]y flesh also will live in 
hope, for you will not leave my body in the grave, 
neither will you allow your Holy One to see decay," 
which translation is in FHV, edition 4. 

Similarly, in Acts 2:31 the KJV erred in inserting 
"soul" and "hell," and the ASV and the FHY, edi
tions 1-3, in inserting "Hades." The whole context 
of Acts 2:24-3 2 calls for this translation in Acts 2:31: 
"He [David] foresaw the resurrection of Christ and 
spoke of it, that he was not left in the grave, neither 
did his flesh see decay," which is the translation of 
the FHY, edition 4. 

Thursday, May 18 
After Jesus' resurrection on April 9 he was on the 
earth 40 days (Acts 1:3). Then, on May 18, on "the 
mount called olives" (Acts 1: 12), he spoke his last 
words to his 11 "chosen apostles" (Acts 1 :2). 
While "they were looking, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him up, out of their sight" into "heaven" 
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(Acts 1:9-11). It is believed that David ("a prophet," 
Acts 2:30) foretold the ascension of his "Lord" (Psa. 
110:1; Matt. 22:45) in Psalm 24:7-10: 

0 gates, lift up your heads! Be lifted up, 0 an
cient doors, and the King of glory will come in! 
Who is the King of glory! The LORD, strong 
and mighty! The LORD mighty in battle! 0 
gates, lift your heads, yes, lift the ancient doors, 
and the King of glory will come in. Who is the 
King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the 
King of glory! 

Sunday, May 28 
In God's wisdom, the "today" prediction of Psalm 
2:7, of Jesus figuratively being "begotten," not only 
referred: 

(1) to Jesus' resurrection day, April 9, A.D. 30 
(Acts 13:30-33), but also 

(2) to his coronation day as "KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS," on Pentecost Sunday, "the 
Lord's day," May 28 (Psa. 45:6-7; 89:3-4; 110:1-3; 
132:11; Acts 2:1-2, 30; Heb. 1:5, 89; Rev. 1:10; 
17:14; 19:16), and also 

(3) to his ordination day as "a priest forever, after 
the order of Melchizedek" (Psa. 11 0:4; He b. 5 :5-6, 
10; 6:20; 7:20-21). 

In the coronation ceremony in heaven the Father 
even called Jesus "God," saying: 

Your throne, 0 God, is forever and ever, and the 
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your 
kingdom .•• You have loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity. Therefore God, even your God, 
has anointed you with the oil of gladness above 
your fellows (Heb. 1:8-9). 

As the word begotten (Psa. 2:7; Heb. 1:5) points 
to the beginning of new life, so the Father used the 
word begotten figuratively when he crowned Jesus at 
the beginning of what Jesus called "my kingdom" 
Uohn 18:36; Acts 2:30; Col. 1:13), which Jesus also 
called "my church" (Matt. 16: 18). 

Zechariah had predicted that Jesus would "rule 
upon his throne" and would "be a priest upon his 
throne" (6:13). "Such a priest is appropriate for us: 
holy, blameless, spotless, separated from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens" (He b. 7 :26). Christ 
"did not glorify himself to be a high priest, but the 
One who spoke to him, 'You are my Son! I have be
gotten you today"' {Heb. 5:5). 

What a picture! Christ appeared as a high 
priest," not with the "blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood," sprinkling "our hearts" from "an 
evil conscience, and" having "our body washed with 
pure water," that we might obtain "eternal redemp
tion" (Heb. 9:11-12; 10:21-22). 



In Every Worship Service 
A thousand years before congregations of Christians 
began assembling together in worship services, Jesus 
had said to the Father, ffi will declare your name to 
my brothers. In the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you" (Psa. 22:22). 

Jesus is present spiritually in every worship ser
vice. He loves each one Uohn 15:13 ), and is de
lighted to become one with them: "Both he who 
sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all of one, 
and so he is not ashamed to call them brothers," re
peating what he had said to the Father before he 
came to the earth: "I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers. In the congregation I will sing hymns 

[humneo] of praise to you" (Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:12). 
Jesus' words (Psa. 22:22; Heb. 2:12) do not point to 
solos and choirs, but simply that he spiritually is one 
in "the midst of the congregation" singing "to my 
brothers" and "to you" [God]. 

Thrilling is the thought that when Christians 
teach "one another, in psalms and hymns and spiri
tual songs" (Col. 3:16), that Jesus is present and do
ing the same thing! And when Christians sing "with 
grace in" their "hearts to God" (Col. 3:16), Jesus is 
spiritually present doing the same things! 
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B. C. Carr 
By V. P. Black 

W hen David heard that Abner had been 
killed he said, "Know ye not that there is 
a prince and a great man fallen this day in 

Israel." 
Brother Carr was a great man in so many ways. 

He graduated from high school at age sixteen. He 
entered Freed-Hardeman University and graduated 
from David Lipscomb University. He married at an 
early age to a young, beautiful girl named Sybil 
Brown. They had two children, Linda and Butch. 

As a young man he had a dream. That dream was 
to start a school to train young men to preach the 
gospel. In 1969, he with the elders of the South 
Florida church established the Florida School of 
Preaching. He trained hundreds of young men to 
preach. Many of these pupils would have never had 
an opportunity to go to another school. These young 
men became sound gospel preachers, and they are 
doing a great job in America and in foreign coun
tries. Only eternity will reveal the ~ood accom
plished by Brother Carr. 

B. C. Carr had many talents. He was blessed with 
a good mind, and he cultivated this mind and be
came a well-informed person. He could discuss al
most any subject intelligently. He was the best mod
erator or emcee of any person I've known. I have 
heard him moderate on hundreds of occasions, and 
regardless of what the man talked about, Brother 
Carr always had a very appropriate response. 

B. C. Carr had convictions. He was not tossed to 
and fro by every wind of doctrine. When he took a 
stand, he knew why he had taken that stand. He 
taught these great truths to his students. Even though 
he is dead, he will live on through the lives of the 
young men he taught. 

Brother Carr worked hard in building an excel
lent school. The school never had a great enrollment 
compared to our Christian universities, but hundreds 
of young men graduated from the school and are 
now preaching in different parts of the world. 

Brother Carr has left a marvelous pattern for all 
of us. He was a good man. He was a Christian 
gentleman. He was honest in his dealings and treated 
others as he would like to be treated. His character 
was above reproach and his teachings were true to 
the Book. He was well-balanced in his teaching and 
in his attitude. 

As Shakespeare would say, "His life was gentle, 
an element so mixed in him, that nature might stand 
up and say to all the world, 'This was a man.'" 

I have known brother Carr for over fifty years. 
He was my friend. With his good family and thou
sands of others whose lives he touched, I will miss 
him. By the eye of faith, I can see B. C. Carr com
forted in Abraham's bosom. 
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Child Rearing 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

Train up a child in the way he should go, 
and even when he is old he will not 
depart from it (Prov. 22:6). 

Many Christians have understood this verse to 
mean that if you raise your child right, he will be 
faithful when he is old. And if the child turns out un
faithful, it is always the parents fault. Many Chris
tians have had deep feelings of guilt over the fact 
that their children have not grown up to be faithful 
Christians. However, Proverbs 22:6 does not teach 
that it is "always" the fault of the parents if the child 
turns out unfaithful. 

"Sometimes" it is the parents fault that the child 
grows up to be unfaithful. One time a concerned fa
ther came to me asking me to help his son become 
faithful. There was not much I could do. However, 
in retrospection I examined the parents. The father 
or mother never came to church services on Sunday 
night or Wednesday night. They never attended a 
gospel meeting. It was not because they could not
it was because they would not. The bottom line was 
they really did not love the Lord like they should 
have. They did not teach their children to love God 
with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength. As a re
sult, the son grew up not loving God because he did 
not have a godly example to follow. In this case Prov
erbs 22:6 applies! 

However, there are several reasons why Proverbs 
22:6 does not teach that it is "always" the parents' 
fault if the child turns out unfaithful. Consider these: 

(1) Notice the righteous man is still called righ
teous in Ezekiel 18 even though his son turned out 
wicked. 

(2)In Proverbs 4:13 the father tells the son, 
"Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: Keep 
her; for she is thy life." The son is told to "take fast 
hold of instruction." But, what if the son does not do 
this? Then it is the son's fault - not the parents' 
fault. It is the parents' responsibility to teach and 
model godly living. It is the child's responsibility to 
follow the example of godly parents. One time I told 
my seventh grade son what to do on the regional 
math test to qualify for the state contest. He did not 
follow my instructions and as a result, he did not 
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make it to state. Was it my fault he did not make it? 
No, it was his because he did not follow my instruc
tions! The child has a responsibility to hear and obey 
his parents. · 

(3)In Deuteronomy 21:18-21 a rebellious son 
was to be stoned to death. Why didn't they stone the 
parents if Proverbs 22:6 teaches that it was their 
fault for the son turning out rebellious? Because it 
was not their fault. The rebellious son refused to 
obey his parents. It was his choice to disobey. The 
parents taught the son, but he refused to "take fast 
hold of instruction." 

(4) Proverbs 22:6 is a rule but there are excep
tions like Proverbs 4:13; Ezekiel 18; and Deuter
onomy 21. We are told to obey civil government 
(Rom. 13:1-6; 1 Pet. 2:13-17). But, there is a higher 
rule- "We must obey God rather than man" (Acts 
5:29). A wife is to obey her husband (Eph. 5:2224; 
Col. 3: 18; 1 Pet. 3: 1-6). But, there is a higher rule -
obeying God (Acts 5:29). We are to obey the elders 
(He b. 13: 17). But, there is a higher rule -· the law of 
God (1 Cor. 9:21). We are told to obey our employ~ 
ers (Eph. 6:5). But, there is a higher rule - obey 
God (Acts 5 :29). When we study the Bible we must 
consider all of it before arriving at a conclusion. 
Psalms 119:160 states, "The sum of all thy word is 
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truth." Jesus said, "Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). When one reads Prov
erbs 22:6 by itself and does not consider the entire 
Bible, he will arrive at a false conclusion. 

(5) Eli and Samuel both had sons who turned out 
bad. But, Eli was rebuked and Samuel was not. Why? 
Evide1;1tly because Eli did not try to restrain his sons 
(1 Sam. 3:13) while Samuel did. 

(6)A child is told to obey his parents in Eph
esians 6:1. Disobedience to parents is a terrible sin 
(Rom. 1 :28-32; 2 Tim. 3 :2). One who disobeys his 

parents will lose his soul. Proverbs 13:1 states, "A 
wise son heareth his father's instruction; but a 
scoffer heareth not rebuke." Proverbs 28:7 states, 
"Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son." 

The conclusion is obvious. A wise son listens to 
and obeys his parents while a foolish son does not. 
Choosing to obey or disobey is the decision of the 
son. Is it the parents' fault when a son refuses to 
obey? No! A child has a responsibility to "take fast 
hold of instruction." 
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Would That It Had Dawned 
By Howard Horton 

I n FBI agent, for 20 years, has been spying for 
. the Russian government. The damage he has 

done to America is unimaginable. This, in
deed, is a tragedy. 

However, I have come across a statement (which 
is the title of this article) that is one of the worst trag
edies I have ever read. Some of the writers of the 
Pulpit Commentary Series are premillennial in their 
thinking. They are still waiting for the Kingdom of 
Christ. 

Because of such a view, one of the writers speaks 
of Joel 3:20-21 in a future tense. Joel states: "But 
Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from gen
eration to generation. For I will cleanse their blood 
that I have not cleaned: for the LORD dwelleth in 
Zion." Of these verses it is stated, "Would that it had 
dawned!" (Vol. XIII, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, p. 65). 

The "tragedy" of this is simple to see: There are 
myriads of people, good people, who are still waiting 
for the blessings of the kingdom of God- a kingdom 
already in existence. Just think of the "joy" that is 
being missed because of such erroneous thinking! 

A benchmark phrase of such a philosophy is, 
"Church Age." This is the tragic theory of thinking 
that Christ was killed before he could establish his 
kingdom, the church of Christ, which is the body of 
Christ. Some are living their lives thinking that there 
is something better coming for the old earth. How 
tragic! 

Sure, there is something better coming, but it 
won't have anything to do with this old globe. For all 

of this, even the seen realm - time realm - it exists 
in will be dissolved (2 Pet. 3:10-13). 

The fact of Christ's kingdom existing today is 
easily deduced. Jesus Christ said that some standing 
with him would live to see the kingdom come with 
power (Mark 9:1). Either some of those people are 
still alive, or the promised kingdom has come. 

Jesus also prophesied that the kingdom would 
come in Jerusalem {Luke 24:49), and it did, which fact 
is recorded in Acts 2:1-4 7. In the book of Joel this was 
prophesied, and Peter on the Day of Pentecost said, 
"But this is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel" (Acts 2:16). Now, when the Bible says, "This is 
that," you can pretty well believe that is that! 

Chapter three of the book of Joel begins with the 
word For- continuing the thought of Joel from 
chapter two, quoted by the apostle Peter and con
nected with the Pentecost of Acts chapter two. It is 
also written in Joel 3:18, '~d it shall come to pass 
in that day." So, once again, the teaching of chapter 3 
points to Pentecost and the days of the Kingdom of 
Christ. 

To the church of Christ's glory and honor, we are 
given the precious assignment of preaching and 
teaching the gospel to a perishing world; however, it 
is also true, that it is our privilege and honor to lead 
those in the religious world to the truth that all the 
blessings they desire and wait on are here .. . now ... 
at this very hour. 311 E. Main 

Prescott, AR 71857 
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Irenic Spirit Questions 
By E. Claude Gardner, Ph.D. 

In the December 2000 issue of the Christian 
Chronicle readers were invited to make a re
sponse to the article, "The Crux of the Matter." 

Here is my response (which the Chronicle did not 
choose to print). 

1. Who are "we" now? 
2. Who are the "we"? 
3. How is it possible to know "we" do not know 

what the church is and what is believed? 
4. Are not the "three reasons" only those given 

by three men Qeff W. Childers, Douglas Foster, and 
Jack R. Reeves) without documentation? 

5. Can there be other reasons just as valid for the 
decline [in membership]? 

6. In "other religious groups" does this include 
Jews (such as Senator Joe Leiberman), Buddhists 
(who are compassionate), Hindus (devout idolaters) 
and hundreds of zealous religionist (sectarians)? 

7. Did Paul approve the Athenians who were reli
gious and devout idol worshipers (Acts 17)? 

8. How was it determined that "many of us no 
longer believe in "exclusivism"? 

9. Since the authors believe that baptism is "for 
the forgiveness of sins" then why are pious unbap
tized considered as Christians? 

10. How can the authors be "inclusive"? 
11. "Saved by our own works rather than God's 

gift to us." Is it possible to give names and addresses 
of Christians who so teach? 
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12. Is there any basic difference in the "third way" 
and the agenda of the current "changers"? 

13. Who among us does not know already the 
"crux of the matter" as it was defined? 

14. Do the above questions suggest that the au
thors do not know the identity and nature of the 
church of the New Testament? 

15. Do they side with the contingent who want to 
restructure the church into "just another denomina
tion"? 

16. Are they determined to make the mainstream 
of the church those who espouse open fellowship 
and tolerance of any teaching by those who profess a 
faith in Christ? 

17. Would the community church concept be ac
ceptable to them as a good model? 

Though a response was invited, we do not ex
pect, for obvious reasons, answers to the above ques
tions. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, IN 38340 
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The Mormon Spedacular 
By E. Claude Gardner, Ph.D. 

With membership sagging in most major re
ligious bodies we ask: what are the two 
fastest growing ones? Muslims are the 

fastest in the world and the Mormons (Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints) the number one de
nomination. The Mormons have had a 220% growth 
since 1970. 

The Mormons started in 1830 in Palmyra, N.Y., 
founded by Joseph Smith, Jr., a low-life character ac
cording to historical accounts. He was murdered by 
a mob in 1844. He was run out of Ohio, Missouri 
and Illinois because of his quackery and fraud. His 
doctrine is quirky and cultic. In view of a fake 
founder and weird doctrine why has the Mormon 
Church soared? 

Here are basic doctrines taught by LDS which 
are contradictory to the Bible and without divine au
thority. Furthermore, they do not stand the test of 
reason by honest people. 

1. Claim there are 12 living apostles 
2. Doctrine of continuous revelation 
3. View of after life including second chance sal

vation 
4. Tithing 
5. Belief in the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and 

Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price as divine rev
elation. 

6. God is a physical being 
7. Originally polygamy was espoused. 
Why would good people prefer a founder infe

rior to Jesus Christ, the founder of his church? And 
why would they accept fanciful teaching which is ar
rayed against the pure gospel of Christ? 

The answer may be threefold. First, it has a clever 
public relations effort that shrouds their flagrant 
teachings. It has some of the most impressive televi
sion ads extolling the family and wholesome living. 
During the holidays it offered a free Bible (KJV) to all 
who requested it. No doubt there was follow up for 
new converts. Secondly, the Mormons believe and 
promote their doctrine without apology. This is un
usual in this day of tolerance and ecumenism. Thirdly, 
an aggressive missionary program around the world 
has resulted in a 11-million membership with more 
than half outside of the United States. Last year 

58,600 missionaries were sent out world wide. Three 
fourths of them were ages 19 and 20. Lay leaders are 
involved in their missionary efforts. Beautiful and 
enticing temples are being built in major cities. 

The popular U.S. News And World Report of No
vember 13, 2000 had a front cover announcement of 
the "Mormon Way." After this boost it has been ob
served that no letter to the editor has been printed at 
this date to criticize the article. Likely because this is 
the age of tolerance. 

The feature article has much revealing and stag
gering information. In Houston a massive $17 mil
lion temple recently opened bringing the number of 
temples to 100 in the world. Experts forecast a mem
bership of 265 million by 2080. Tithing brings in 
$5.3 billion annually. It is rich and powerful. It owns 
much farm and ranch land; has television and radio 
stations and newspapers. Its real estate holdings are 
in the billions. 

Utah was denied statehood until polygamy was 
officially abandoned in 1890. Utah is 76o/o Mormon. 

Mormon temple rites may have come from Ma
sonry because Joseph Smith was a Mason. 

Two thirds of the new members each year are 
converts and not from their families . They seal fami
lies in a ceremony "for time and eternity." 

They believe that "lapsed" members face eternal 
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punishment. Another group will go to the "terrestrial 
kingdom" in an eternity apart from God. The most 
fa ithful will be in the "celestial kingdom" with God. 

Non-members have a second chance for salva
tion through proxy baptism. They baptize for the 
dead. The reason for maintaining their world famous 
genealogical library in Salt Lake City is to "identify 
non-Mormon ancestors for proxy baptism." 

In 1978 the claim was made of receiving a divine 
revelation to make blacks eligible for the Mormon 
priesthood. 

A blatant error taught by Mormons is that God is 
physical. It is contended "that God has a physical 
body, is married and begets children; humans are 
made quite literally in God's image. Mormon founder 

Come study with us .. . 

Smith even declared in 1844 that God 'is an exalted 
man' who 'was once as we are now' and that humans, 
in the afterlife, may progress to become gods who cre
ate and sustain universes of their own." 

The Lord's church must continue to preach the 
Word both positively and negatively. The fundamen
tals of the gospel, now often ignored, must be con
stantly preached (1 Tim. 4: 16). We must not yield to 
those who do not want doctrine preached and want 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
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He Is My Everything 
He is the First and Last, the Beginning and the End! 
He is the keeper of Creation and the Creator of all! 
He is the Architect of the universe and 
The Manager of all times. 
He always was, He always is, and He always will be ... 
Unmoved, Unchanged, Undefeated, and never undone! 
He was bruised and brought healing! 
He was pierced and eased pain! 
He was persecuted and brought freedom! 
He was dead a~d brought life! 
He is risen and brings power! 
He reigns and brings Peace! 
The world can't understand Him, 
The armies can't defeat Him, 
The schools can't explain Him, and 
The leaders can't ignore Him. 
Herod couldn't kill Him, 
The Pharisees couldn~t con~se Him, and 
The people couldn't hold Him! 
Nero couldn't crush Him, 
Hitler couldn't silence Him, 
The New Age can't replace Him, and 
Donahue can't explain Him away! 
He is light, love, longevity, and Lord. 
He is goodness, kindness, gentleness, and God. 
He is holy, righteous, mighty,· powerful, and pure. 
His ways are right, 
His word is eternal, 
His will is unchanging, and 
His mind is on me. 
He is my Redeemer, 
He is my Savior, 
He is my guide, and 
'He is my peace! 
He is my Joy, 
He is my comfort, 
He is my Lord, and 
He rules my life! 
I serve Him because His bond is love, 
His burden is light, and 

His goal for me is abundant life. 
I follow Him because He is the wisdom of the wise, 
The power of the powerful, 
The ancient of days, the ruler of rulers, 
The leader of leaders, the overseer of the overcomers, and 
The sovereign Lord of all that was and is and is to come. 
And if that seems impressive to you, try this for size. 
His goal is a relationship with me! 
He will never leave me, 
Never forsake me, 
Never mislead me, 
Never forget me, 
Never overlook me, and 
Never cancel my appointment in His appointment book! 
When I fall, He lifts me up! 
When I fail, He forgives! 
When I am weak, He is strong! 
When I am lost, He is the way! 
When I am afraid, He is my courage! 
When I stumble, He steadies me! 
When I am hurt, He heals me! 
When I am broken, He mends me! 
When I am blind, He leads me! 
When I am hungry, He feeds me! 
When I face trials, He is with me! 
When I face persecution, He shields me! 
When I face problems, He comforts me! 
When I face loss, He provides for me! 
When I face Death, He carries me Home! 
He is everything for everybody, everywhere, 
Every time, and every way. 
He is God, He is faithful. 
I am His, and He is mine! 
My Father in heaven can whip the father of this world. 
So, if you're wondering why I feel so secure, understand 

this ••. 
He said it and that settles it. 
God is in control, I am on His side, and 
That means all is well with my soul. 
Everyday is a blessing for GOD Is! 

-unknown 

"And if ye call on him as Father; who without respect of persons judgeth according to each man"s work, pass 
the time of your sojourning in fear" (1 Pet. 1: 17). 
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Potpourri ••• 
The KJV of the Bible speaks of "science falsely so

called." As if to confirm the accuracy of the 
statement some scientists claim to have learned 

the earth's secrets, including age, and original makeup 
by studying a single grain of sand Chicago Tribune, 
Jan. 11, 2001). 

The piece says that the tiny grain of sand is 4.4 
billion years old. We are not told how the scientists 
found out the age of the grain of sand. They also 
deign to tell us that the grain of sand they are study
ing was created 100 million to 200 million years af
ter the earth was formed. The article says: 

Using powe~ful new probes to read the informa
tion locked inside the ... crystal, ... the research
ers are rewriting the early geological history of 
the planet ... the origin of life occurred much 
earlier than was previously thought ••.. Extract-

9-leet!goot! 
tJJi6{e cCass materia{? 
Consider these suggestions: 

Fundamentals of Christianity ••••••••••••••• $3.75 
edited by Gary Colley 
50 basic lessons by R. L. Colley. Adult youth, 
preacher classes. 

The Ideal Home ....................................... 3.50 
by Gary Colley. 
Made for classroom use. Helpful to the married 
or those planning to marry. 

Down Front and Ready ........................... 3.50 
by Gary Colley 
Practical how-to's for leadership in the public 
assembly. Prepared for Men's Training classes. 

Lessons You Can Develop ....................... 3.00 
by Gary Colley 
Supplement to uoown Front and Ready." 
48 outlines to aid men in public speaking. 

Tracts by Gary Colley ................................ 35¢ 
uonly in Thee" 

"New Translations -What is wrong with them?" 
11The Masonic Religion" 

Order from 
Gary Colley • ggcolley@blomand.net 
East End Church of Christ 
102 Edison St. • McMinnville, TN 37110 

ing so much information from. a single grain of 
sand, which is only as big as the width of two 
human hairs, we recently made possible by new 
technology. As small as the sample is, new tools 
enable scientists to read the grain like a history 
book. Their stunning discoveries - that the 
grain contains evidence of liquid water and con
tinental crust- are shaking up long-accepted 
notions of the fledging world. 

So, scientists have learned from a grain of sand 
that previous scientists were full of baloney. We warn 
our readers that textbooks containing this new and 
different information have not yet been written and 
students in all levels of education are still being 
taught from baloney-textbooks. If it is really possible 
to read the grain of sand like a history book, perhaps 
the students can take a grain of sand to their dormi
tories and do their homework - (hopefully they will 
take all this with a grain of salt). 

Not to worry - some future scientists may learn 
how to read fungus, or tea-leaves, and come up with 
information that contradicts the grain of sand. These 
stunning discoveries are ... well ... stunning. 

This, too, shall pass away. 

Right On 
OA post-campaign poll from ·a secular think-tank 

has conCluded that Americans are wary of religion in 
the political arena but want more of· it in public 
schools and think U.S. sSociety would benefit if 
more people became devout. Religion is the best way 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• s,soo-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daugherty 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 
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to strengthen moral behavior and family values, said 
69 percent of those polled in the November survey 
(Chicago Tribune, Jan. 10, 2001). 

Idolatry Fused With Christianity 
{ilAll know that Hinduism is focused on idols 

about 300 million of them. Christianity, on the other 
hand, abhors idolatry. Now comes news that Andrew 
Field, a Presbyterian preacher, is undertaking to start 
a new religion in Cupertino, CA - a church that 
combines aspects of Hindu and Christian theology 
with meditation, yoga and group chanting. Combin
ing two of the oldest religions produces new ageism. 
Well, now, really? (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 2, 2001). 

Another Wrinkle 
®Steve Chapman, a member of the Chicago 

Tribune's editorial board, commented Uan. 25, 
2001) on President Bush's executive order exercising 
some discretion in financing organizations that pro-

vide abortions abroad. "Most Americans," says 
Chapman, "have serious reservations about abor
tion, while few object to contraception. So it makes 
perfect sense to pay for the latter and not the 
former." He also observes, "The goal is to prevent 
pregnancies, not end them." 

The article then informs us that the International 
Planned Parenthood Federation, a recipient of U. S. 
grants, insists that Bush's approach will increase 
abortion. The editor observes, ''According to this bi
zarre logic, refusing to subsidize abortion will in
crease abortion." 

Chapman also says, "People who regard abortion 
as an unconscionable act of violence against an inno
cent victim." Well, what else could it be? 

The editorial concludes, "For establishing this 
policy, the new president has gotten nothing but 
criticism from organizations that make it their busi
ness to snuff out embryonic human life. But some-

For ladies classes or private study 

Kl 
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Gifts from the Heart 
by Mary Allee Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes 
and observations from life, giving it a very 
practical application. pb 181 pgs ............... $8.00 

God Knew He Needed Her 
by Cleon Lyles 
This book presents a down-to-earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib," a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs. 
............... ..................................................... 9.00 

If You Would See Good Days 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Everyone longs for the good days, so our task Is 
to learn how to meet this task and challenge - a 
wonderful and gratifying possibliity. Our creator 
tells us how. This book deals with these divinely
given principles. Thirteen chapters, a variety of 
needed topics, practical,concise,and easy to 
read. A study of the principles in this book will 
enrich your life. pb 136 pgs. 
...... ............... ................ ............................... 7.95 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
time for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 
non-Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; current issues, 
troublesome issues in the home and church; 
special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards of wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs . ......... 8.95 

No Greater .Joy 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring •no greater joy.• This 
study is intended to be an inspiration one's 
growth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to-woman, discussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs ............. 7.95 

Woman: A Biblical Quest 
by Owen D. Olbrlcht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in 
the home, in the church, and in the community. 
Neither an effort to uphold nor condemn a 
tradition, but rather an effort to discover the 
message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs . 
.................................................................... 8.00 

Firm Foundation • P. 0. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 
Shipping- $3.00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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day, he will have the gratitude of people around the 
world who would not be alive without it." 

lrllflol 
OHuston Smith, an author and educator, has 

written a new book- Why Religion Matters. 
Smith says no sane person would attack science 

as such, considering its vast contributions to human 
betterment. But he warns that science has been 
twisted into "scientism," an ideology that tries to 
take the place of religion and deny it any legitimate 
place in modern thinking. 

The problem became obvious to him, Smith re
called in an interview, when he taught philosophy at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology between 
1958 and 1973. (He also taught at Washington Uni
versity, Syracuse University and the University of 
California at Berkeley). 

Those years were tumultuous, he says, and he was 
the faculty's "odd man out." The atmosphere on elite 
campuses was "materialistic or naturalistic to the 
core," fed by the supposition that "there is nothing 
beyond this physical world, and science is the royal 
road to truth in discovering the nature of reality." 

"I didn't believe that," he says. "I still do not be
lieve that. 

lair 
$DALLAS - Two East Texas boys whose reli

gious beliefs forbid haircutting until age 13 have 
been barred from attending a public school because 
their locks are too long. 

Parents David and Korey Tuttle of Spring Hill 
said their religion, called Stregheria, is a form of Ital
ian witchcraft, which forbids haircutting until the 
boys reach 13. 

At that point, Justin and David, now 8 and 10, 
can cut their hair as part of a belief that they put 
away childish pursuits and take on adult responsibili
ties. The boys have 4- and 5-inch long ponytails. 

The Tuttles could not prove their objection to the 
hair policy is based on a religious belief because the 
oath is recorded in a secret family diary that cannot 
be shown to outsiders, Korey Tuttle said (Chicago 
Tribune, Jan. 26, 2001 -our undying gratitude to 
Earl Davis of Chicago for forwarding the clippings 
quoted in this column). 

Muci 
OThe First Amendment does not protect child 

pornography, but what about the computer-gener
ated variety? The Supreme Court agreed last week to 

decide whether Congress can ban so-called "virtual" 
child pornography, computer generated pictures that 
only appear to show minors involved in sexual activ
ity. Government lawyers maintain the law passed in 
1996 "helps to stamp out the market for child por
nography involving real children" (World, Feb. 3, 
2001). 

Momma Don't Allow 
SA new federal study released the first of Febru

ary 2001 reveals that peer pressure leads children 
into drinking. But the study did contain some new 
insights: Peer pressure affects girls more profoundly 
than boys, and most teens who drink and smoke 
think their parents don't care. The study found that 
active parental involvement reduces these problems. 
In short, nature abhors a vacuum (World, Feb. 3, 
2001). 

Monkeys and Such 
$Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species was 

first published November 1859. Many of Darwin's 
ideas came during his Pacific travels aboard the 
H.M.S. Beagle during 1831-1836. Evolutionary 
theory today continues to be based largely on phi
losophy rather than fact. 

''What the Lord Saith 
Unto Me, 

That Will I Speak'' 
A book of one hundred and four 

usable sermon outlines. 

by Paul D. Murphy 
faithful preacher of God's Word 

for over 55 years 

This book of choice sermon outlines 
is also useful as a study guide for Bible classes. 

paperback • 180 pages 

$10.00 
shipping included 

Order from 
Gloster Street Church of Christ 

307 North Gloster St. • Tupelo, MS 38804 
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One day before publishing his book, Darwin 
wrote to his brother Erasmus, "Concerning [the ori
gin of] species, in fact the a priori reasoning is so 
entirely satisfactory to me that if the facts won't 
fit, why so much the worse for the facts, is my feel
ing." 

This implies that Darwin placed his personal be
lief in evolution above truth. Talk about blind faith! 

Duchy 

0 Duke University, a United Methodist school, 
has joined the long list of institutions caving into the 
demands of the homosexual movement. In a joint 
statement, President Nannerl 0. Keohane and 
Chapel Dean William H. Willimon announced that 
the blessing of same-sex unions will be permitted in 
Duke Chapel. Dean L. Gregory Jones of the Duke 
Divinity School concurs in the decision. The reason
ing offered in support of the decision is, at the same 
time, both wondrously muddled and brutally clear. 
In his statement, Dean Jones says the decision "takes 
thoughtful account of several key overlapping yet 
competing judgments." For instance, "Duke Chapel 
is a place of Christian worship." In which case Duke 

CHANGE 
AGENTS 
AND 

CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST 

by William Woodson 

CHANGE 

AGENTS 
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A study in contemporary problems with change 
agents among churches of Christ. Brother Woodson 
has painstakingly examined the arguments and 
efforts of the change agents in the church, using 
substantial resources of historical research and 
Bible analysis. The diligent student will realize that 
the church must not fade into denominationalism, 
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is deciding that Christianity countenances same-sex 
unions. This despite a unanimous Christian tradition 
to the contrary. 

An institution claiming to be Christian is con
fronted by liberalism's charge that to act upon such a 
claim is discriminatory, and the institution folds. Tol
erance is trumps. Of course, one might respond that 
Duke University has long since given up any serious 
claim to being Christian. The former president of 
Emory University remarked, "I could maybe get away 
with saying that Emory is a United Methodist univer
sity, but, if I said it was a Christian university, all hell 
would break loose" (First Things, February 2001). 

Duke Chapel, too, has long since given up any 
claim to being seriously Christian. The university 
says it has a "historic" and "symbolic" link with the 
Methodist Church. Historic in this context would 
seem to mean that it is a thing of the past, and sym
bols are, well, just symbols. 

Let the devout take note that this is the drift of 
many educational institutions among "us" and may 
be an indicator of what the future holds for "our 
church schools," unless some other catastrophe over
whelms us, or the Lord comes. 
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Wild 
{9>The homosexual subculture reveres Oscar 

Wilde as "Saint Oscar," an icon of decadence. In 
1890 Wilde pronounced, "The courts of the city of 
God are not open to us [homosexuals]. Its gates are 
guarded by ignorance and to pass them we have to 
surrender all that in our nature is most divine. It is 
enough that our fathers believed. They have ex
hausted the faith-faculty of the species. Their legacy 
to us is the skepticism of which they were afraid .... 
We cannot go back to the saint. There is far more to 
be learned from the sinner." As he was dying Wilde 
was converted to Catholicism, according to Joseph 
Pierce in his new biography, The Unmasking of Oscar 
Wilde. If true, and I suspect it is, his alteration is an
other testimony of the essential sinfulness of the sin 
of homosexuality. 

Yuck 
@When computers emerged, it was explained 

that everything is really information. When genetic 
determinism appeared, it declared that everything 
was really a gene, and we are only the vehicles of our 
genes, but that we nevertheless have the power to 
control them. Now, isn't that wonderful, or at least 
confusing. 

It's Only a Blob 
{9lA British newspaper survey says that 80 per

cent of neuroscientists say that babies aborted after 
eleven weeks of gestation should receive pain relief 
during the procedure. The kindness that kills. 

Baylor 
~>William A. Dembski, a widely acclaimed leader 

in intelligent design theory, became a victim of what 
can be called intellectual McCarthyism. He was re
moved as director of a department advocating spe
cial creation. Baylor faculty were fearful that the 
Baptist school would be tainted with "creationism" 
(See "The Lynching of Bill Dembski," American 
Spectator, Nov. 2000). 

Think About It 
@We are all supposed to know that money can 

buy you sex, but not love, power but not respect, and 
flattery but not self-esteem. 

''And it shall come to pass that, like as I have 
watched over them to pluck up and to break down 
and to overthrow and to destroy and to afflict, so 
will I watch over them to build and to plant, saith Je
hovah." 

"In those days they shall say no more, The fa-

thers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth 
are set on edge. " 

"But every one shall die for his own iniquity: ev
ery man that eateth the sour grapes, his teeth shall be 
set on edge." 

Slaying Hitched 
{9>You have heard it said that more than one-half 

of marriages today end up in divorce. It isn't true. 
It's a statistic regularly employed by those who want 
us to believe that marriage is a dysfunctional and 
outmoded institution. David Blankenhorn of the In
stitute for American Values has worked through the 
intimidating literature of the numbers-crunchers and 
explains how the statistic gained currency. The de
tails are available in the Summer 2000 issue of 
Propositions, the Institute's newsletter. The gist of it 
is that divorce rates peaked in 1979 and have been 
declining ever since. For a young couple getting mar
ried today the statistical probability of their staying 
together for life is at least 60 percent. And it may be 
higher, since the statistics include all marriages and 
divorces, and it is established that second and third 
marriages are more divorce-prone than first mar
riages. 

Timothy 
Whale's 
Rainbow 
by Darrell Wiskur 

A simple, rhyming children's book that explains the flood of 
Noah to young children in a format that is true to the Bible 
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behind the terrible judgment of the flood, God's love and 
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Coffman 
Commentaries 
By dames Burton Coffman 

An easy-to-read style, researched in depth, drawing from 
numerous other works. Based on the ASV (1901) 

New Testament Series ....................... $18.95 each 
Complete set ............................................. $204.66 
Volume I •••••••••••••••••••••.••••..••.••.•.•.••••...••..••..••...•...•....•• Matthew 
Volume II ......................................................................... Mark 
Volume III ......................................................................... Luke 
Volume IV ......................................................................... John 
Volume V .......................................................................... Acts 
Volume VI ................................................................... Romans 
Volume VII ....................................................... I, II Corinthians 
Volume VIII ........................................... Galatians, Ephesians 
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litigious 
OABC confirmed that it had paid $933,992 to 

Mark Sanders, an employee of the Psychic Services 
Network. A jury endorsed Sanders' complaint that 
the network's newsmagazine Prime Time Live had 
harmed his reputation in 1993 when it covertly vid
eotaped him and his colleagues working the phones 
and aired the resulting tapes in a show designed to 
depict the call-a-psychic business as "a scam and ille
gitimate." 

OThe Equal Employment Opportunity Commis
sion argued before a federal appeals court that 
Conrail violated the Americans with Disabilities Act 
when it denied a dispatcher's job to an employee with 
a heart condition that can cause him to black out. 
According to the Detroit News, the agency told the 
court "that 'while consciousness is obviously neces
sary to perform' train-dispatcher tasks, "it is not itself 
a job function: ... The Oob] involves directing trains 
and taking emergency action to prevent crashes." 

0 Ed O'Rourke sued Tampa Electric, along with 
six bars and stores that sold him alcoholic beverages, 
over a 1996 incident in which he was blasted by 
13,000 volts of electricity after breaking into a fenced, 
gated, and locked utility substation and climbing up a 
transformer in what he termed a "drunken stupor." 

OFour New Jersey kindergartners were given 
three-day suspensions after they pretended their fin
gers were guns and played at shooting each other in 
a game of cops and robbers. "This is a no-tolerance 
policy. We're very firm on weapons, and threats," 
said district superintendent William L. Bauer. "Given 
the climate of our society, we cannot take any of 
these statements in a light manner." 

OA Norwich, Conn., couple sought $21 million 
in damages from Publisher's Clearing House, the 
magazine sweepstakes company, saying its repeated 

Russellis01 Unveiled 
by 0. C. Lambert 

This •unveiling of Russellism,• printed in 1940 is the expo
sure of false prophets, Charles Taze Russell and Judge Ru
therford, the founders of the Jehovah's Witnesses. Their 
teachings on the return of Christ, the relationship of God to 
human governments. the necessity for obeying human gov
ernment, the nature of death, and many other things are 
shown by the Scriptures to be false. Brother Lambert ably 
refutes their errors. BKBU01 paperback, 111 pgs. 
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notices marked "Document of Title" and "official cor
respondence from the Publisher's Clearing House 
board of judges" with· messages such as "Congratula
tions! Your recent entry was a winner! And Approved 
for $21 Million!" convinced them that they would 
receive the grand prize in person on Super Bowl Sun
day. They even got all dressed up to wait for the knock 
on th~ door, but it never came, resulting in devastat
ing emotional distress. 

Viii Fualaau, now 16, who figured in national 
headlines because of his affair with his former grade 
school teacher, Mary Kay Letourneau, is seeking 
damages from his suburban Seattle school district be
cause it had not prevented the relationship. All par
ties described that relationship as consensual. 

Development or Deterioration? 
OThe journal of Legal Education, in an article 

titled "Using Students as Discussion Leaders on 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Issues in 
First-Year Courses," says in its opening paragraph: 

One of the authors, Nyquist, is a non-gay white 
biologically male law teacher. Ruiz is a 
heteroqueer evolved male (the now-antiquated 
term is "transsexual") Hispanic law student. 
Smith is a gay white biologically male law stu
dent. Both Ruiz and Smith are active in the 
Les-Bi-Gay-Trans Caucus at the New England 
School of Law and have been involved in LBGr 
issues for many years. 

Footnote # 1 explains further: "Ruiz prefers the 
term 'evolved male' to 'transsexual' as a description 
of his gender. He is a biological female who is in the 
process of aligning his body with his male gender 
identity. 'Heteroqueer' refers to Ruiz' sexual orienta
tion; 'heterosexual' is too simple a term for his situa
tion. 'Hetero' refers to Ruiz' attraction to women 
and 'queer' to his evolved male status." Footnote 22 
is also helpful: "For example, when Ruiz first arrived 
at the school, Nyquist and Smith identified him as a 
lesbian. In our initial planning session for the class, 
Ruiz corrected us: 'A lesbian is a biological woman 
who identifies herself as a woman and is sexually at
tracted to women. Although I have a woman's body 
and am attracted to women, I identify my gender as 
male .... The term I prefer, 'evolved male,' implies 
not only a physical transition, but also a personal 
journey, psychological growth, and a physical emer
gence. The term also serves to distinguish evolved 
males from biological males.'" 

Watch for new studies on the missing kinks in 
evolutionary theory. 

legressloa Not lvolution 
OThe Episcopal bishop John Shelby Spong has 

made his debut on www.theposition.com, the sex 
website. His column is titled "Virgin Mary vs. Won
der Woman," and his point is that the comic strip 
character "has done more to break the culturally im
posed boundaries on women than the Virgin Mary 
ever did." There is no reason whatever to take note 
of this, unless you are one of the few people who 
might be asking, "Whatever happened to that Bishop 
Spong?" 

Quotes 
0 "Thou shalt not wrest justice: thou shalt not re

spect persons; neither shalt thou take a bribe; for a 
bribe doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the 
words of the righteous" (Deut 16:19). 

0 "I have often noticed that a bribe ... has that ef
fect - it changes a relation. The man who offers a 
bribe gives away a little of his own importance; the 
bribe once accepted, he becomes the inferior, like a 
man who has paid for a woman" (Graham Greene 
[1904-1991], British novelist). 

0 "Usually it is the accumulation of small gratu
ities rather than any direct bribe that gradually obli
gates the people in power" (Harrison W. Fox Jr., U.S. 
author), 

Devilis6 and Nasty 
0 Slayer is a death metal band that likes to sing 

about torturing women to death and then having sex 
with their dead bodies. 

Slayer - with songs like "Tormentor," "Kill 
Again," "Serenity in Murder," and "Necrophiliac" 
and lyrics such as "How I love to kill you" - is one 
act in what has become a stream of evil songs that 
are readily available to the youth of America. 
Eminem, another death metal singer, raps about rap
ing his mother and murdering his wife, as their little 
girl watches. 

In 1995, three teenage boys decided to follow 
the steps given in a Slayer song to sacrifice a virgin to 
Satan, in the hopes that it would bring fame to their 
rock group, which they named Hatred. They lured a 
14-year-old girl into the woods, where they acted 
out the Slayer song step by step, strangling her, muti
lating her, and then, after she was dead, raping her. 

One of the 16-year-old killers said about the ef
fects of listening to Slayer, "It gets inside your head. 
... It started to influence the way I looked at things." 

In his book, A Guide to Teaching Your Child 
Moral Values Through Stories, William Kilpatrick 
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points out how children learn about morality not 
primarily from abstract tenets but from stories. In 
learning to admire and identify with the "good guy" 
- and feeling repelled by the evil behavior of the vil
lain - children internalize principles of right and 
wrong and have their imagination shaped by a moral 
universe (Source: World, Feb. 10, 2001). 

Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. 

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify 
your hearts, ye doubleminded Uames 4:7-8). 

OOne mustn't touch evil, or one may catch it" 
(August Strindberg, Swedish writer). 

There is no better source than the Bible in teach
ing the differenc~ between right and wrong. 

1/iolence or Peace 
0 The peacemakers are supremely happy because 

they are the sons of God (Matt. 5 :9). Sometimes it is 
necessary to be a gun-toter to be at peace (Matt 
10:34; Luke 22:36). 

Peaceful people sometime have to use force to 

By R. L. Whiteside 
. Doctrinal Diseourses 

Recognized by many as one of the best in a study 
of some vital doctrinal issues. The articles. some from 
religious journals. others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside•s study 
and understanding of the Word. The articles range in 
time from the 1890s to 1950. David Lipscomb and J.A. 
Harding were major influences in brother Whiteslde•s 
early years. Hardback • 386 pgs. 

"He came as near getting everything out of a 
passage of Scripture that the Holy Spirit put Into it and 
then stopping. as any man I ever knew •••. He was 
anxious not to go one step further ... 

Cled Wallace. Jan. 18, 1951 
$7.95 plus $3.00 shipping 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Rei1eetions 
A book of Bible answers to perplexing questions. 

Study of these answers with their wealth of seasoned 
wisdom will increase your knowlede and love of God 
and his Word, enrich your life as a Christian. open for 
you avenues to greater activity and enlarge the 
borders of your usefulness to mankind. It is the 
answer to your quest for truth. Hardback • 514 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$3.50 s&h tor both books 

Firm Foundaton • 1-800·572·3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

ensure that peace shall continue, and while they take 
no delight in naked power, but still recognize its ne
cessity: "Justice without force is impotent, force 
without justice is tyranny." 

That said, consider the following: 
An armed man is a citizen. An unarmed man is a 

subject. 
A gun in the hand is better than a cop on the 

phone. 
Gun control is not about guns; it's about control. 
If guns are outlawed, can we use swords? 
If guns cause crime, then pencils cause misspelled 

words. 
Free men do not ask permission to bear arms. 
If you don't know your rights, you don't have 

any. 
Those who trade liberty for security have nei-

ther. 
Know guns, Know peace and safety. 
No guns, no peace, no safety. 
Criminals love gun control - it makes their jobs 

safer. 
Only a government that is afraid of its citizens 

tries to control and disarm them. 
The American Revolution would never have hap

pened with Gun Control. 
"A government by the people, for the people," 

all lovers of peace - now, go and fight. 

Insightful books 
By Tom Holland 

Preaching: Principles and Practice 
Provides insights into the nature of preaching, informative 
and inspirational to men who are beginning preparation for 
preaching. Blends a philosophy of preaching. practical in
structions. and motivation; helpful. too. for older preachers 
who need reminding of the method, message and motiva
tion in preaching. BKGK02 paperback 230 pgs ...... $6.95 

Preaching: Principles and Practice Vol. II 
Vocational Viewpoints 
Emphasizes biblical principles which must direct the life of 
a gospel preacher; sets forth guidelines that help in a prac
tical application of these principles. God has revealed his 
will concerning preachers and preaching and the more one 
knows and applies God•s truth, the higher the level of effi-
ciency. BKGK03 paperback 216 pgs ........................... 6.95 

$3.25 s&h for both books • $2.75 for one 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 



Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: Are biblical miracles fact or fiction? " 

Answer: David Hume, born in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
in 1711, is, without doubt, the progenitor and par
ent of current agnosticism. Unbelief was, with him, a 
way of life; by the time he was 16 years old, he was 
freely expressing his skeptical views regarding the 
existence of God and all related religious matters. 

He insisted that "the doctrine of an Absolute 
First Cause is unwarrantable in philosophy," and he 
vigorously rejected the assumption that the law of 
cause and effect is a proper and valid one. 

His career in unbelief was launched when half in 
jest, and in a move to embarrass and confuse a 
Catholic priest who had related to him that a miracle 

Your 
Mama 
Don't 
Dance 
By Cindy and Glenn Colley 

Getting out of rhythm with contemporary 
parenting philosophies and back in step with God. 

This book is not about being so serious and strict that 
parents don't enjoy their children. It teaches how to be 
serious and strict in such a way as to rea lly enjoy them! 
Reject many current parenting ideas and myths, and get 
back to being what children really need: God-loving, 
children-loving, sensible, sacrificing parents. Children 
need parents who don't dance the world's dance of self
indulgence, of rearing children to define success in 
dollars instead of righteousness, of choosing finances 
over family. 

This 13-chapler book is excellent for classes or for 
private study. It is an excellent tool to help parents reach 
all of the blessings God has reserved for Godly parents. 

$7.95 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800} 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

had been wrought, asserted that a miraculous occur
rence, in the nature of the case, is contrary to the ex
perience and observation of most men, and cannot 
therefore be acknowledged as true, despite any evi
dence to the contrary. 

On further reflection, he came to believe that 
there was indeed validity in his thesis first advanced 
in levity; he then refined and expanded it, and pre
sented it in the following proposition: 

For miracles we have the testimony of a few per
sons; against them we have universal experi
ence; therefore, this stronger testimony nulli fies 
the weaker and more questionable. 

Hume, by this "argument," was quickly elevated 
to prominence in the world of unbelief and soon be
came the "high priest" of skepticism. Strauss, the 
German agnostic, became so enamored with H ume's 
proposition, in his work on miracles he declared that 
the "argument" devastated the doctrine of God and 
forevermore settled the question. 

The Scotch skeptic's effort, despite the enthusias
tic claims of his admirers and fellow unbelievers, is 
sophistical, fa lse and easily refuted. It rests on the 
premise that since many people of the world never 
witnessed a miracle, the "non-experience" of this 
segment of humanity-called improperly "universal 
experience," is more weighty and dependable than 
the testimony "of the few" who claim to have seen 
miracles. 

Two obvious fallacies appear on the surface of 
this effort. 

(1) The "experience" of many people, when that 
number is one or more less than all people does not 
reflect the "universal experience" of mankind; the 
observation of any number, however great, who have 
not been involved in an experience does not thereby 
prove that others have not been participants in such 
an experience. If the state charges that A, with malice 
aforethought, shot B with a gun, and B, in conse
quence of N.s felonious act, dies, one million people 
could conceivably be summoned to appear in the 
trial of the case and say they did not see A shoot B; 
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but, if C, a credible and competent witness, testifies 
that he saw A shoot B, the validity of the state's case 
against A is abundantly established. Whether a crime 
has occurred is determined, not by those who did 
not see it, but by those who did! 

(2) Hume's "argument," seen in simplest fashion, 
is that an alleged event which most people did not 
see occur, therefore did not occur, and could never 
have occurred! 

What did these skeptics mean by the phrase, 
"universal experience?" They define it as "the uni
form and undeviating experience of all mankind in 
all ages of the world." With this definition Bible be
lievers will not quarrel. 

But, a number of questions immediately arise. 
Who collected, and by what means, evidence of this 
alleged uniformity of belief in every place, in every 
age, and from every person involved? 

What were the qualifications of the person or 
persons conducting such a survey? 

Who has been the custodian of this information 
collected from every person, in every place in every 
age of the world? 

Could these unbelievers or their modern coun
terparts vouch for the credibility of all those in
volved in the survey? 

Were there neglect or failure in this effort in any 
age, in any place, involving any person, any conclu
sion resting on the premise advanced becomes in
valid. 

Were there any person, in any place, in any age 
they did not interview, he may have had knowledge 
of a miracle and their proposition fails. 

(3) Moreover, the experience of human beings 
have differed and do differ greatly, and in many areas 
of observation uniformity is not possible. Common 
to the temperate and arctic zones is snow along the 
equator countless numbers of people have never seen 
the fluffy whiteness, and would regard any descrip
tion of such as fanciful and false. If to this the objec
tion is offered that these people live where snow 
never falls, so it is, and so also is it the case that many 
people have lived in areas where miracles have never 
occurred. And, as it is not the "universal experience" 
of man that snow never falls, though millions never 
saw it, so it is that the experience of people, however 
numerous, who never witnessed a miracle is not the 
universal experience of mankind, and is, therefore 
wholly irrelevant in determining what may have oc
curred elsewhere. 

The proof of miracles is to be sought and found 
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among the peoples and in the places where they 
occurred-not where they were unknpwn. Remark
able reasoning it is that would attempt to rule out as 
evidence the testimony of the only people competent 
to testify, and to substitute those who freely confess 
to ignorance of the matter in issue. 

It is of no little significance, and strongly cor
roborative of the scriptures which testify of the 
miracles of the first century, that both believers and 
unbelievers admitted to the fact of miraculous events 
in our Lord's ministry, though the latter class refused 
to accept the conclusions logically following from 
such premises. (See, especially, John 11:42, 47; Acts 
4:1-30.) 

Finally, it should not be overlooked that the 
events both believers and unbelievers witnessed were 
a part of "the universal experience" of man and that 
they are the only qualified, credible and competent 
witnesses to testify in any proceeding the design of 
which is to determine the reliability of the miracu
lous element of the scriptures. 

The beginning of our Lord's miracles was at 
Cana in Galilee, in consequence of which "his dis
ciples believed on him" Oohn 2:1-11). These events 
were not rare and unusual in his ministry; they oc
curred often and in the presence of many people. 

Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the pres
ence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book: but these are written that ye may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ
ing ye may have life in his name Oohn 20:30-31). 

Nicodemus, who came to Jesus by night, ex
pressed the sentiment of reasonable and thoughtful 
people when he said, "Rabbi, we know that thou art 
a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that thou doest, except God be with him" Oohn 
3:2). 
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-Alaska-

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun. 9, 10a.m.,6 p.m., Wed. 

-Oklahoma-
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 877-8951. Exit 56 off I-85. 3 miles. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,995I8.(907)344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. Cochran, preacher. 

3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net fCh · 0 Lak II d Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, o nst, 541 e Howe R ., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 

1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
99701• (907) 456-4921. p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Bible College. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

-Georgia- Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

- Mississippi -

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. . .... 
Mt. Juliet - The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
n8-89SS p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 

Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~~ ••• - California -

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Southaven - Southa;e•n• Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whitten, preacher 
-Missouri-

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9 30 10 30 6 W d 7 J h Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. : , : a.m., p.m., e • p.m. os 
Miller, preacher. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 

Gainesville_ 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Free with any book order
while •uppllu la•t 

These Things Speak 
bJ Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Carif19 & Sliarif19 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 

April 2001 3 7 
F1rm Foundation 



Klem Area Church of Chnst, 10801 Hufsmlth
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell M itchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-25 15. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redl:tnd Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

(,f,'f. ll/\1 
(//I 1//fJ\.\ 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3• x S't••. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $ 1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'life tory 
8ver 

crrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Tex.u residenu add 8.25% 1a.r 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wils01r 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yeslerday and Today 
by Burton Corrman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 
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Order from Firm Foundation 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Toxss residents odd 8.25% tsx 

Request special price. 

Order from Firm Foundation 

:Ffowers 
rrliat 'J{g,ver 
:Fcufe 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
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sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
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Preachers Needed 
Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watertown, N.,Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send r~sum~ 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 

Preacher Search: So. Calif., 200+ members, 7 
Elders, 7 Deacons, 1 Associate/Youth Minister, 1 
Seniors Minister, 1 Spanish Minister, active Deaf 
Ministry and on-site Christian School. Seeking full
time doctrinally sound, conservative gospel 
preacher to work under elders. Long term 
commitment. For information packet, contact: 

Conregation of 60 (with elders), located S mi. east 
of New Orleans, LA, seeks sound gospel preacher. 
Please send r.!sum~ and inquiries to Village Square 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 116S, Chalmette, LA 
70044. For more info call after S p.m. CST either 
j.V. Russell (504) 271-S279 or Charles Whitley 
(S04) 393-7046. 

Minister needed for Bible-centered congrega
tion of 60 members in a mountain community of 
14,000 near Yosemite. Send r~sum~ and tape/ 
video to Elders, Oakhurst Church of Christ, S0887 
Road 632, Oakhurst, CA 93644 or email 
churchofchrist@sierratel.com. 

our website, www.netherwood.org for job 
description. Salary $40,000+ depending upon 
qualifications. 

Preacher needed for cong. 3S-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. P~al support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) S24-2691; jim Warren (912) 723-
S196. 

Preachers Available 
Seeking to labor with a church in driving distance 
of Memphis, TN. 1981 grad of MSOP and desire 
to work with a congregation serious about the 
Lord's work. Mac Ballard, 138 Henry St., Marion, 
AR 72364. (870) 739-3604 

Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations S0-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (61S) 237-9938. 

Available for fill-in preaching for small 
congregatons and would work with a small 
congregation (100 or less) full-time again. I am 72 
yrs old, have worked for over 40 yrs. doing 
preaching, personal work, prison work. Edwin 
Carlisle, 1612 FM 2127, Chico, TX 76431, (940) 
644-S210. 

For Sale 
Search Committee, Church of Christ, 33981 
Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, Ca. 92399. Phone 909. 
797. 1919, Fax 909.797.8219. E-mail: 
mainchurch@cybertime.net. 

Wanted, sound, conservative Gospel preacher. 
Please send r~sum~ and inquiries to Southside 
Church of Christ, 3318 East St., Texacana, AR Book: Advanced Bible Study. This is an in-depth, 
718S4. looseleaf book that covers all five points of 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30-SS years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 100 members is led by 4 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large S-bdr home is part of salary.) This position 
will be open after March 1S, 2001. Send r~sum~ 
and video tape of recent sermon to: The Elders, 
W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G-2296 W. 
Carpenter Rd., Flint, Mich. 48SOS. 

Wanted: Preacher/Minister - the eldership of a 
well-established congregation of 120 in Central 
California, is seeking a sound, conservative gospel 
preacher. Please send r~sum~, references, and an 
audio tape to: Church of Christ, 2912 N. Chester 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93306, or e-mail address: 
tuckerjs@msn.com. For more info call (661) 872-
S166. 

Wanted: Full-time pulpit minister. Please send 
r~sum.! with either audio or video tape to Utica 
Church of Christ, 13SOS Nineteen Mile Rd., 
Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313. Attn: Elders. 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers pretend to accept the Bible 
but set additional guide lines by their own 
•tnward loadings or directions by the Holy 
Spirit.• People from all denominations, and 
some In the ch·urch of Christ, who claim 
special direction from the Holy Spirit all use 
the same evidence, testimonials, witnessing. 
The fact that all these people disagree, Is 
proof that the spirit leading them Is not Holy. 
This book Is a clear, concise, and correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the 
Holy Spirit. (pb) 104 pgs . .................. S 9.95 
$2.75 slh • Texas resldsnts add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Congregation of 125 (SO% black, SO% white) SO 
miles SW of New Orleans in a fast-growing city of 
100,000 looking for a sound conservative evangelist 
with 8 yrs. full-time experience. Position open Feb. 
1, 2001 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
VBS, etc, and motivate congregation to evangelize. 
If you are interested in a long-term commitment 
(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send r~sum~ with 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of family and financial requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 117, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872-
3778. 

Family/Y outh/lnvolvement minister: Wonderful 
opportunity for an dynamic minister (S-10 yrs 
experience preferred) to work with a congregation 
of 400+ members including SO+ youth. Solid 
eldership with many deacons. Our congregation 
is an ideal environment for a hardworking 
Bible-based family. If you believe you are the 
one God has in mind for our position, send your 
resume and philosophy of ministry to: SEARCH 
COMMITTEE, Netherwood Park Church of 
Christ, S100 Indian School Rd. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87110 or call (SOS) 2S6-7389. Or, email 
us at FYiminister@netherwood.org. Check out 

A Commentary on 
THE MINOR PROPHETS 

by Homer Hailey 
A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ S19.9S 

$3.50 slh • Texas rssldents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Calvinism plus other topics. $9.9S plus $2.00 S&H. 
john Hobbs, 4642 Royal Crest, Abilene, TX 79606. 

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
1S9 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-147S. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-SS1-8S11 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

SSOP July 1972 classmates, I am seeking the rest 
of the lectures by our instructors, when we were 
there, 9/70-7/72. I have several classes on reel-to
reel, and am seeking the rest. Let me hear from 
you. Ben Bilyeu, P.O. Box 14S2, Cookeville, TN 
38S03, (931) 372-S988, bilyeu@usit.net. 

Want to buy: The Present Truth by Foy E. Wallace 
Jr., Reply/price: Richard Crismas, 3634 S. Mentor 
Ave., Springfield, MO 6S804 

Want to buy: Firm Foundation Improved Lesson 
Series, Lesson Annual on Uniform Bible Lessons, 
'59-'61. Ed Waggoner, 5518 28th St., Lubbock, 
TX 79407. (806) 793-3621. 

Call for information on our 
graded Bible class curriculums. 

God's Eternal Word 
Gospel Treasure 

800-572-3619 
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Bool{S by Curtis Cates 

···-·~ ...... ~·~ 

THE 
NOAHIC 
FLOOD 

THE 
SECOND 

INCARNATION -

Core/Bull's Eye Gospel Refuted 
The aim of this book is to review and 
examine the contention that all matters 
other than the Deity of Christ are not 
important. The first part of this book is a 
review and study of the views and 
teachings of those espousing this view. 
The second part is a direct discussion/ 
refutation of specific points of the "Core 
Gospel" argument. pb, 95 pgs. 

................. $4.50 

The Noahic Flood: Science 
and "The World That Was" 
This book examines the geologic and 
other scientific implications specifically of 
the Noahic flood, and answers many of 
the questions raised by skeptics and 
erases numerous supposed contradic· 
l ions which skeptics and atheists say 
exist between science and the Bible. 
Faith in the Bible as the Word of God will 
be fortified by a studyof this book. pb, 
11 2 pgs ......................................... 5 .00 

The Second Incarnation 
A Pattern for Apostasy 
A refutation of the Rubel Shelley-Randy 
Harris book The Second Incarnation: A 
Theology for the 21st Century Church. 
Brother Cates has done a thorough, fair, 
and honest evaluation and refutation of 
the fatal error advocated by Shelley and 
Harris in their book. pb, 55 pgs. 

.................... 3.50 

$2.75 s&h/one book • 25~/ea. additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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To observe some of the special qualities of 
Christ's life as it related to God, the 
Heavenly Father, and to lay a foundation 
for duplicating them in our lives as they 
relate to God, our Heavenly Father. 

Lesson 2: His Life and t he Word of God 
To show the way Jesus used the Word of 
God in proving Himself a faithful servant of 
God. To show how effective the Word of 
God is in overcoming the Devil. To 
encourage teenagers to study the Bible 
more diligently and more consistently in 
order to resist the Devil. 

Lesson 3: His Life as a Gift 
To create a deeper appreciation for the gift 
of Jesus Christ and to motivate the 
student to have a greater gratitude for 
God's grace as well as Jesus' example of 
sacrifice. 

Lesson 4: His Life in Worship and Service 
To present a picture of Jesus' dedicated 
life of worship and service to His Father 
and to apply how we may follow His 
example in the same kind of dedicated 
service today. 

Lesson 5: His Life and Others 
To examine Jesus' attitude toward and 
relationship with others and learn how He 
treated His fellow man. To consider how 
present followers of Christ should deal with 
others and the attitude which they should 
have toward their peers. 
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The Gospel Preacher 
By Robert R. Stephenson 

Gospel preachers are sometimes abused. Paul 
was mistreated by individuals who claimed 
to be a part of our Lord's body, but were con

trolled by Satan. Paul identified Hymenaeus and Alex
ander as having shipwrecked the faith (1 Tim. 1: 19). 

In his second message to Timothy, Paul says that 
Hymenaeus and Alexander taught "that the resurrec
tion is already past" (2 Tim. 2: 18). Sharing the blas
pheme is Philerus (2 Tim. 2: 17). 

Paul tells Timothy that Alexander "did me much 
harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works. 
You also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted 
our words" (2 Tim. 4:14). 

John was harmed by brother Diotrephes, whowould 
not accept instruction from the apostle. John warned: 

If I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he 
does, prating against us with malicious words. 
And nor content with that, he himself does not 
receive the brethren, and forbids those who wish 
to, putting them our of the church (3 John 10). 

Today, as then, there are many gospel preachers 
that endure ill treatment by other members of God's 
family. It is sickening to see one that has devoted his 
life to proclaiming the oracles of God abused by pro
fessing Christians. 

No one who teaches God's Word does it for 
money or for fame. They preach because of love -
love for God and man - love for the very ones that 
hurt them. 

They preach because they must. "His word was 
in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I 
was weary of holding it back, And I could not" Oer. 
20:9). 

They preach because it is their passion! 
The gospel preacher is under a "microscope." 

There are those who look for any flaw with hope of 
pouncing on him. 

•You didn't wear a tie to the office. 
•You didn't shake my hand. 
• You looked right at me during your sermon. 
•You didn't visit me when I had a headache. 
•You weren't in the office to answer the phone._ 
The servant of God presents a message he has 

worked on for a long time. He puts his heart into a 
message that he prays will help someone live a better 
life. 

He deserves a respectful hearing. 
Many preachers are barely getting by. "The la

borer is worthy of his wages" (Luke 10:7). Some 
preachers might even qualify for federal assistance. 

What should be done? 
1. Remember the preacher has feelings and emo

tions. When he preaches God's word, support him. 
Tell him you are behind him. Tell him you appreciate 
him and his love of truth. 

2. If you have a problem with the preacher, go to 
him. Do not complain to others. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

A Challenge 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

There is ... one faith" (Eph. 4:5}. Yet, re
member, that the word faith can be used 
in two ways. It can refer to (a) revelation 

(See Jude 1:3), or it can refer to (h) the human 
response to revelation (See Rom. 10: 17). 

One is external to the human spirit, and the 
other is internal. 

One is an unbiased and unambiguous 
record of indisputable facts, and the other is the 
creature's reaction to that register. 

One is infallible, and the other is subject to mortal foibles. 
If the "one faith" of Ephesians 4 is scripture-inspired-of-God 

(the once-for-all delivered faith), then, of course, it is one, seeing 
it has no errors and is therefore absolute truth. It is God breathed 
and, necessarily, immaculate. 

The word of God is the true embodiment of everything that's 
excellent. It has neither fault nor flaw. 

What God has revealed (men speaking from God, "being 
moved by the Holy Spirit"- [2 Pet. 1:21 and John 16:13]) is per
fect. No work of God is spotted or soiled. 

It is a contradiction to say that the Bible is God-breathed, but 
has untruths in it. Faith based on revelation is impossible to suc
cessfully attack. 

The "one faith," in the sense of God-breathed revelation, is 
perfect, being "the once for all delivered faith" Gude 1:3). Divine 
revelation itself forbids addition, subtraction, or alteration calling 
perversions of the living oracles "anathema" (GaL 1:8-9 ; Rev. 
22:18-19). 

The Bible as it stands is the full and final rule of faith for all 
who by godly living claim a passport to heaven. 

To tamper with this excellent rule is to render it impotent. 
To supplement or diminish divine oracles is to flay and impov

erish revelation. 
It is not possible to improve on perfection. 
The completeness of revelation (the "one faith") renders fool

ish and vain the "holy" books of any other system of religion
Mormonism, Christian Scientism, Hinduism, voodooism, or any 
other ism. 

The Roman Catholic contention that the unwritten traditions 
of the church, as explained by the magisterium, constitute author
ity in religion is part and parcel with the claims of Joseph Smith 
and Mary Baker Eddy, and is intensely rebuked in Galatians 1:6-9. 



It is the Bible or nothing. If the Bible is not the answer to the 
mystery of human existence (Why, Whence, and Whither), there is 
no answer. 

Personal faith should be the ~irect result Qf revealed faith. By 
the testimony (evidence, proof)· of that "one faith" belief comes, 
and upon that solid ground, faith rests. Our trust in God and his 
saving-truth is a reasoned response to revelation and should be 
unmovable. 

Human belief is a different way of using the word faith. Faith 
can mean what God has revealed, or it can mean what humarts·ac:.. 
cept as true and, therefore, believe. : : 

What I believe may be imperfect. 
· What God has revealed is perfect. 
It is correct to say that God's word cannot be· wrong, but mor

tals are fallible and can be wrong. 
The perfect rule of faith and practice (Bible) requires the im'" 

perfect, newborn, and faltering child of God to grow. 
Consider that ( 1) faith is the . product of knowledge (Rom. 

10:17), and (2) it is possible for knowledge to grow (2 Pet. 3:18), 
and (3) therefore, faith can grow. 

The budding apostles asked the Lord to increase their. faith 
(Luke 17:5). 

Christians are required to "grow up in all things" (Eph. 4: 15) 
and increase "in the knowledge of God" (Col. 1:10). The light can 
shine "more and more unto the perfect day." 

If growth is not possible, then all commands to edify the 
church are useless, requiring what cannot be done, that is, growing 
(1 Cor. 14:1-11). 

We must be careful not to apply the "one"· faith principle to 
personal faith because it would retard growth. The disciple's .faith 
is never complete in this. life. 

Since we must grow, there will be different levels of understand
ing at any given time. The more advanced should. attempt to edify 
those with less understanding, which must not be condemned. 

Still, the teaching must be thoughtfully considerate- not rude 
or condescending. 

Still, the commands of God are plain, and, therefore, in apply
. ing divine injunctions, we should be united. The requirements of 
God's law are simple. Even "he who runs may read and under
stand." The Bible is for the man on the street. "The common 
people heard him Uesus] gladly" (Mark 12:37). 

Nevertheless, there are depths within the stipulations of sacred 
scripture that require careful study, reflection and meditation to 
fathom its complexity, and the abysmal things of God's word are 
not learned overnight. 

There is much in the Bible that is in the area of knowledge but 
is not directly connected with a command, but even in areas of in
junctions there is room for growth and fuller understanding. This 
is part of the reason for the constant appeal of sacred scripture. 
"Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of 
thy law" (Psa. 119:18). 
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We must not retard growth in grace and knowl
edge, but encourage people to attain peak perfor
mance and individual fulfillment in pursuit of righ
teousness. 

It is possible to read the Bible quickly, obey its 
surface commands, and be saved eternally. The 
three-thousand converts on Pentecost Day in jerusa
lem had only a primary knowledge, but their change 
was genuine, and altogether acceptable to God. They 
"continued in the apostles' doctrine," and "grew in 
grace and knowledge," but if any had died at the 
point of baptism, the promise of salvation was sure. 

On basic points of Bible doctrine there· must be 
unanimity - yet, we must leave room for growth. 
The milk-drinker must not envy the meat-eater; and 
the meat-eater must not despise the milk-drinker 
(Rom. 14:1-3). 

Our ambition for deeper knowledge must not 
lead to a strutting, swaggering hubris, but the very 
nature of the divine message should instill the mod
esty of respectfulness. 

It is not good to eat much honey: So for men 
to search out their own glory is grievous (Prov:. 
25:27). 

Be not righteous overmuch; neither make thy
self overwise: why shouldest thou destroy thy
self? (Ecd. 7: 16). 

Pray God that we may ever remember that even 
Barnabas could be caught up in Pharisaic dissimula
tion (Gal. 2:13 ). We must be careful in our hunger 
for knowledge not to be "carried away by divers and 
strange teachings" (Heb. 13:9). Barnes says: 

Disciples must have settled and fiXed points of 
belief, and not yield to every new opinion ••• [the 
writer] does not exhort them to adhere to an 
opinion merely because they had before held it, 
or because it was an old opinion, nor does he 
forbid their following the leadings of truth 
though they might be required to abandon what 
they had before held; but he cautions them 
against that vacillating spirit, and that easy cre
dulity, which would lead them to yield to any 
novelty, and to embrace an opinion because it 
was new or strange . 

. Hebrews 13:9 also says,- "For it is a good thing 
that the heart be established With grace." 

This is the proper foundation of adherence to 
the truth. The heart should be established with 
the love of God, with pure religion, and then we 
shall love the truth, and love it in the right man
ner. If it is the head merely which is convinced, 
the consequence is bigotry, pride, narrow
mindedness. If the belief of the truth has its seat 
in the heart, it will be accompanied with charity, 
kindness, and good will to all people. In such a 
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belief of the truth it is a good thing to have the 
heart established. It will produce: firmness and 
stability of character; charity and kindness to 
others; consolation and support in trials and 
temptations. When a man is thrown into trials 
and temptations, he ought to have some settled 
principles on which he can rely; some fixed 
points of belief that will sustain his soul (Barnes 
Notes on the New Testament). 

The grand and splendid lesson is: hold tena
ciously to immutable, revealed truth, but strive to 
grow at least a little every day, yet heed the warning 
that we must not "let thistles grow instead of wheat, 
And stinkweed instead of barley." 

· The righteous shall flourish like the 
palm-tree: He shall grow like a cedar in Leba
non (Psa. 92:12). 

But speaking truth in love, we may grow up in 
all things into him, who is the head, even Christ, 
from whom all the body fitly framed and knit 
together through that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the working in due mea
sure of each several part, maketh the increase of 
the body unto the building up of itself in love 
(Eph. 4:15-16). 

Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all 
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings, as newborn babes, long for the spiri
tual milk which is without guile, that ye may 
grow thereby unto salvation (1 Pet. 2: 1-2). 
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The Gospel Preacher 
(continued from page 1) 

3. Remember that his influence and reputation 
are vital to his work and to God. 

4. Understand the preacher's responsibilities. 
Too many congregations expect the preacher to do 
all the teaching and all the visiting. 

I heard Johnny Ramsey speak on, "What Is a 
Gospel Preacher?" He stressed that the gospel 
preacher is not a politician, a public relation's man, 
or the chief mixer of the congregation. He also 
stressed that the gospel preacher is not a policeman. 
Your responsibility is to preach, not to enforce what 
you proclaim. You preach and give the audience time 
to think, choose, and act for themselves. Brother 
Ramsey made three points about the preacher's re
sponsibilities: He is a servant of God (1 Cor. 4:1-5; 2 
Cor. 10:18); He is a lover of truth (1 Tim. 4); and he 
is a friend to mankind. 

Roy J. Hearn wrote an article entitled "Duties of 
Gospel Preachers." He divided his article in two sec
tions: Personal Obligations, and Duties to Perform. 

Under the first heading, he placed eight obliga
tions: 

1) "Holding the faith in a good conscience" (1 
Tim. 1 :9). The preacher must trust God implicitly, 
looking to him for help under all circumstances. 

2) Be diligent in preparation (1 Tim. 4: 13-15). 
The preacher is obligated to study the whole Bible. 
He is to give all diligence that he may stand ap
proved of God (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

3) Take heed to himself concerning his life and 
teaching (1 Tim. 4:16). A preachers seeks to correct 
the faults of others, the church, and the community, 
but he must turn the searchlight inwardly, lest after 
he has preached to others he himself may be lost (2 
Cor. 13:5; 1 Cor. 9:27). 

4) Keep himself pure (1 Tim. 5:22; 2 Tim. 
2:22). Be free from hasty and unjust actions. Exer
cise sound judgment. Do not allow self to be used in 
unethical schemes. Avoid youthful lusts. Avoid ques
tionable places and conduct. 

5) Follow after righteousness (1 Tim. 6:11-12). 
6) Hold the pattern of sound words (2 Tim. 1: 13; 

Titus 2:7 -8). Preachers must seek to please God (Rom. 
15:3 ), not hanker for the applause of men (Matt. 
6:1-6). 

7) Be sober in all things. 
· 8) Suffer hardships (2 Tim. 4:5). Bear persecu

tions that come because of preaching the truth. 
Under his second section, "Duties to Perform" 

brother Hearn instructs the preacher to: 
1) Protect the church from false teaching (1 Tim. 

1 :3 ). Preachers should know the truth; they should 
know what is error and how to oppose it. 

2) Preach the word (2 Tim. 4:1-2). This is pref
aced by a most solemn charge. The preacher must 
adhere strictly to apostolic teaching (2 Tim. 2:2). 

3) Reprove, rebuke, exhort (2 Tim. 4:1-2). 
4) Teach how to behave as Christians (1 Tim. 

3: 15). Not only should the conduct in the assembly 
and the organization and work of the church be 
regulated, but proper instructions from the scrip
tures regarding godliness in every place should be 
stressed. 

5) "Expose sin without partiality" (Titus 
1:13-16; 1 Tim. 5:20-21). God is no respecter of 
persons (Rom. i: 11). The preacher must be impartial 
in his dealings. 

6) "Organize churches" (Titus 1 :5). Where 
needed, evangelists should be able to supply teaching 
and direction to help local churches to be properly 
organized. 

7) "Teach and baptize" (Acts 8:5-38). 
8) "Warn against apostasy" (1 Tim. 4:1-6). To be 

a good minister of Christ, the preacher will warn 
against digression and apostasy. 

9) "Pray for those in authority" (1 Tim. 2:1-3). 
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(While pursuing some books in my library, I found this piece which was published by Alexander Campbell 
in the early days of the American Restoration. I thought it was curious, and amusing, but instructive. It says 
much about the folly and uncritical credulity of many 21st-century religious teachers and tpeir pupils •. Some 
would rather have fables than plain Bible truth. Anyway, I'm passing it along in the expectation that you will 
enjoy and benefit from it.) 

A Sermon to Fish 

T he following sermon to fish, though at the 
first inspection it appears without meaning, 
exhibits the modus and spirit of much mod

ern preaching in a very striking light. Many of what 
are called the orthodox sermons address mankind as 
though they were fishes, as incapable of being 
moved, and yet commanded to the performance of 
many duties of which they are as incapable as fishes. 
Again, the ingenuity of making a scrap or a few scat
tering fragments of scripture speak any thing and ev
ery thing which a popular preacher pleases, is beauti
fully depicted. In the last place, the superstition of 
thousands called "christians," is convincingly exh~b
ited by the effects which this sermon produced upon 
the persons attending its pronunciation, and by the 
reverence with which the Catholics of Padua regard 
it and the St. Anthony who [allegedly] delivered it. 
The correspondent who handed it to us for insertion, 
at the close of it says, "Christian bishops, we pray 
you to keep close to your Bibles. The great sectaries 
are losing ground. The word of the Lord will yet 
consume them" (A. Campbell, Editor). 

"THEY sell at Padua in Italy, says Mr. Addison, 
the life of St. Anthony, which is read with great devo
tion. The most remarkable part of it is his discourse 
to an assembly of fish. When the heretics would not 
regard his preaching, he betook himself to the sea 
shore where the river Marechia disembogues itself 
into the Adriatic. He here called the fish together in 
the name of God, that they might hear his holy 
word. The fish came swimming towards him in such 
vast shoals, both from the sea and from the river, 
that the surface of the water was covered with their 
multitudes. They quickly arranged themselves ac
cording to their several species into a very beautiful 
congregation, and, like so many rational creatures, 
presented themselves before him t~ hear the word of 
God. St. Anthony was so struck with the miraculous 
obedience and submission of the poor animals, that 
he found a secret sweetness distilling upon his soul, 
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and at last addressed himself to them in the follow
ing words: 

~though the infinite power and providence of 
God, my dearly beloved, discovers itself in all the 
works of his creation, as in the heavens, in the sun, in 
the moon, and in the stars; in this lower world, in 
man, and in other perfect creatures; nevertheless· the 
goodness of the Divine Majesty shines out in you 
more eminently and appears after a more particular 
manner, than in any other created beings; for not
withstanding you are comprehended under the name 
of reptiles, partaking of a middle nature between 
stones and beasts, and imprisoned in the deep abyss 
of waters; notwithstanding you are tossed among bil
lows, thrown up and down by tempests, deaf to hear
ing, dumb to speech, and terrible to behold; notwith-
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standing these natural disadvantages, the divine 
greatness shows itself in you in a very wonderful 
manner. In you are seen the mighty mysteries of an 
infinite goodness. The holy scriptures have always 
made use of you as the types and shadows of some 
profound sacrament. Do you think that without a 
mystery the first present that God Almighty made to 
man was of you, 0 ye fishes? Do you think that with
out a mystery, among all creatures and animals which 
were appointed for sacrifices, you only were ex
cepted, 0 ye fishes? Do you think was nothing 
meant by our Saviour Christ, that, next to the pas
chal lamb, he took pleasure in the food of you, 0 ye 
fishes? Do you think it was by mere chance, that, 
.when the Redeemer of the world was to pay tribute 
to Ceasar, he thought fit to find it in the mouth of a 
fish? These are all of them so many mysteries and 
sacraments that oblige you in a more particular man
ner to the praises of your Creator. It is from God, my 
beloved fish, that you have received being, life, mo
tion, and sense. It is he that has given you, in compli
ance with your natural inclinations, the whole world 
of waters for your habitations. It is he that has fur
nished you with lodgings, chambers, caverns, grot
tos, and such magnificent retirements, as are not to 
be met with in the seats of kings or the palaces of 
princes. You have the water for your dwelling, a clear 
transparent element, brighter than crystal; you can 
see from its deepest bottom every thing that passes 
on its surface. You have the eyes of a lynx or of an 
Argus. You are guided by a secret and unerring prin
ciple, delighting in every thing that may be beneficial 
to you, and avoiding every thing that may be hurtful. 
·You are carried on by a hidden instinct to preserve 
·yourselves and to propagate your species. You obey 
in all your actions, works, and motions, the dictates 
·and suggestions of nature, without the least appear
ance of contradiction. The colds of winter and the 
heats of summer are equally incapable of molesting 
you. A serene or a clouded sky are indifferent to you. 
Let the earth abound in fruits or be cursed with scar
city; it has no influence on your welfare: You live se
cure in rains and thunders, lightings and earth
quakes. You have no concern in the blossoms of 
spring or the glowing of summer, in the fruits of au
tumn or in the frosts of winter. You are not solicitous 
about hours or days, months or years; the variable
ness of the weather, or the change of seasons. In 
what dreadful majesty, in what wonderful power, in 
what amazing providence, did God Almighty distin
guish you among all the species of creatures that per-

ished in the universal deluge! You only were insen
sible of the mischief that had laid waste the whole 
world. All this, as I have already told you, ought to 
inspire you with gratitude and praise towards the Di
vine Majesty that has done so great things for you, 
granted you such particular graces and privileges, 
and heaped upon you so many distinguishing favors. 
And since for all this, you cannot employ your 
tongues in the praises of your benefactor, and are not 
provided with words to express your gratitude, make 
at least some sign of reverence; bow down your
selves at his name; give some show of gratitude ac
cording to the best of your capacities; express your 
thanks in the most becoming manner that you are 
able, and be not unmindful of all the benefits he has 
bestowed upon you.' 

"He had no sooner done speaking, but behold a 
miracle! The fish, as though they had been endowed 
with reason, bowed down their heads with all the 
marks of a profound humility and devotion, moving 
their bodies up and down with a kind of fondness as 
approving what had been spoken by the blessed fa
ther St. Anthony. The legend adds, that after many 
heretics who were present at the miracle had been 
converted by it, the saint gave his benediction to the 
fish, and dismissed them. Several other the like sto
ries of St. Anthony, are represented about his monu
ment in a very fine basso relievo." 

The Christian Baptist, 1827 
pp. 96-98 

(Well, there it is - and it has about as much 
merit and truth in as the writings of such dreamers as 
Max Lucado who delights more in spinning yarns 
than in preaching the eternal word of God.) 
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''Our'' Colleges 
By James R. (Jim) Lundy 

Many brethren have been aware that some 
problems facing the brotherhood today 
had their beginning in the Christian col

leges. Most of these brethren have been strong sup
porters of Christian education, but cannot sit quietly 
by and see the church being overrun by false teachers 
who are coming from the colleges. 

Recently I was looking though a book, The Tulsa 
Lectures, published in 1938. It contains a series of 
sermons given at the 1Oth & Rockford church in 
Tulsa that year. Brother L. R. Wilson was the 
preacher there at the time. The participants in the 
program included such great men as Don H. Morris, 
George S. Benson, J. Harvey Dykes, W.D. Bills, 
C.L. Wilkerson, L.O. Sanderson, C.A. Norred, 
Robert M. Alexander, J. B. Nelson, Coleman Overby, 
and E. R. Harper. 

Brother E. R. Harper's study of the relationship 
of Christian colleges to the church is especially chal
lenging, and the information should again be made 
available to the brotherhood. 

Brother L. R. Wilson made this observation in 
the introduction to the book: 

You may not agree with all of his [E.R. Harper's] 
conclusions, but if his address on "The Status 
and Place of Our Colleges" does not stimulate 
you to some serious thought, I will miss my 
guess. In all probability we will hear some ech
oes from this address in years to come. 

One of the most interesting portions of brother 
Harper's sermon dealt with the matter of how the 
teaching of the Bible in the colleges could be much 
improved. 

His thesis was that the churches do not have 
control over the teachers or the subject matter in 
the schools. He offers the idea that the teachers 
in the Bible department should be employed by 
the churches and be under their supervision. This 
way the doctrinal instruction would be offered in 
such a way that gives churches authority over the 
teachers. 

As it was then (and also is now), teachers are em
ployed and supervised by the administration and 
board of directors of the school. Brother Harper 
states: 
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They hire their own teachers and retain the sole 
right to who shall do this work. If such teachers 
be infidels, sectarian, digressive, premillennialist 
what recourse does any church have? ••• Breth
ren, I fear that the church of tomorrow stands in 
grave danger of being swept away by 'our' edu
cational institutions. 

Brother Harper continues: 
Herein lies a great danger. 'Our' schools may 

teach anything they please and we are helpless to 
do anything about it. The history of the Chris
tian Church and the other denominational bod
ies of today are ·living monuments to the de
structive powers of their schools. The educa
tional institutions which they founded to foster 
and perpetuate their doctrines and ideals turned 
traitor to them, and swept them completely 
away into rank Modernism; and who knows but 
that within less than a century the men who will 
then be at the head of our schools will laugh at 
our helplessness and turn our schools into an
other 'Vanderbilt' or a 'Chicago University'? 

Brother Harper would not have professed to be a 
prophet, but, in just a little over sixty years we are 
seeing these t~ngs coming to pass rapidly! Most of 
the "change agents" in the church today came 
through our Christian schools. And, as brother 
Harper stated, "We are helpless to do anything about 
it., 

Brother Harper was a friend of Christian educa
tion, as are many of us. Yet, he was able to see some 
dangers that, had they been dealt with then, could 
have changed the circumstances we face today. We 
must continue to strive to find solutions to these 
problems so that the benefits of the Christian schools 
will not be lost to those who seek to obey the truth. 

Here is another quotation from brother Harper: 
I look for a brighter day. I verily believe that 
most of my brethren are diligently seeking to 
solve our problems in the right manner and in a 
scriptural way. With brotherly kindness and due 
consideration, our problems can all be worked 
out for the greatest good of all and to the high
est glory of him who bought us with his own 
precious blood, and hath made us to sit together 
in heavenly places. For this I thank God and take 
courage. 144 W. lthica Place 

Broken Arrow, OK 74012-7925 
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(Here is an official statement from Faulkner University, which we believe to be helpful. It is always in order 
for an institution to affirm its mission. Faulkner has done the brotherhood a service in this reminder of what the 
scriptures teach and what we therefore ought to believe -Luke 1:1-4. We take heart and press on.) 

Here We Stand 
Faulkner University 

N o one has to be told that the world is chang
ing rapidly. Institutions all over the world, 
medical, legal, and religious, are changing. 

Colleges and univers1t1es are changing. Local 
churches are changing, too. 

Many changes are beneficial. Advances in medi
cine and health care, progress in communication 
technology, erection of useful new facilities are 
changes to be appreciated. As Christ's church evan
gelizes the world, grows in grace and knowledge of 
the Lord, loves its neighbors and bears its cross daily, 
methods, programs and some of the needs of those 
to be served may change. 

Faulkner University is a Christian University. Be
ing Christian, it is connected to things that cannot 
change. With the help of God and by the determina
tion of its administration and faculty, the university 
will not change in its relation to these things. 

God is the beginning and the end of all things. 
He is creator and sustainer of the universe. All that is 
was brought into being by the power of his word. He 
said, "Let there be," and there was. He changes not. 

Faulkner University is committed to the central
ity of Jesus and his cross. All of us have sinned. We 
are, therefore, powerless to save ourselves. God sent 
his Son Jesus into the world to taste of death for us 
all. Every sermon in Acts has Jesus Christ as its 
theme. Paul the apostle determined to know nothing 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified. God forbid that 
Faulkner University should glory except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We unabashedly affirm, as the Bible does, that no 
sinner can be saved except by the grace of God. God's 
grace is appropriated by faith in the death of Christ. 
Those who believe the gospel and desire to be saved 
are baptized into the death of Christ and raised by the 
power of God to walk in newness of life. Jesus prom
ised salvation to those who believe and are baptized; 
Faulkner University is committed to the necessity of 
baptism for the washing away of sins. Scripture affirms 
it clearly and consistently, and so therefore do we. 

Christ promised to build his church and did as he 
promised. The church cannot save; only Christ can 
save, but Christ saves the church. One who is re
deemed by the blood of Jesus is added by the Lord to 
the church, is translated by God into the kingdom of 
Christ. This church, by definition, includes all the re
deemed. Faulkner University is unwaveringly com
mitted to the uniqueness and non-denominational 
nature of the Lord's church. 

God has chosen to reveal himself in Christ, his 
incarnate word. Christ sent God's Holy Spirit to 
guide his apostles and others into all truth, and they 
in turn committed that revelation to writing in God
breathed scripture. All we can know of what Jesus 
taught and did, as well as what his disciples taught 
anq wrote in his name, is found in scripture. Jesus 
quoted scripture, citing what scripture says as what 
God said. On his authority, the faculty and adminis
tration of Faulkner University, a Christian university, 
accept the Bible as the word of God. We hold it to be 
completely true as the word of One who cannot lie, 
and completely authoritative as the word of the One 
who made us, loves us and will one day judge us by 
that very word. 

There are principles and imperatives that God 
has revealed through scripture to direct the work 
and worship of the Church. These include: 

Each congregation is autonomous, with no hu
man governance outside itself. Leadership in each 
local church is by spiritually qualified men chosen 
by the congregation in accordance with biblical 
qualifications. 

In corporate worship the church is to follow 
the instructions of the apostles. It must seek to 
please God and not itself. It should, therefore, be 
governed by what God has indicated he wants to 
receive from us rather than merely by what we 
might want to offer. In practice that means the 
congregation offers "the fruit of our lips," or a 
cappella singing, not instrumental music. It also 
means participation in the Supper of the Lord 
each Lord's day. 

God has ordained male spiritual leadership 
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for the church, including placing leadership 
roles in corporate worship in the hands of men. 
This does not imply that women are inferior to 
men. They a~e not. It does, however, accurately 
reflect the respective roles God has assigned to 
men and women. 

The moral climate in the world today de~ands a 
firm commitment to biblical morality. Dishonesty, 
sexual intercourse outside of marriage whether het
erosexual or homosexual, disregard for the value of 
human life whether in the womb or without, drunk
enness "and such like" are declared by scripture to be 
sin. We have neither the desire nor the right to say 
sin is not sin. 

In addition, we also stand against unrighteous 

anger, racist attitudes and actions, an unforgiving bit
ter spirit, "and such like." A divisive spirit, so eager 
to carry tales against brothers that it will not check 
out what has been heard before rushing to repeat it, 
and those who are so insistent on their own way that 
they cause havoc and heartbreak in the church rather 
than yield in their will or opinion must also be op
posed. 

To summarize, God is God, Jesus Christ is Savior 
and Lord, the Bible is God's inerrant and authorita
tive revelation of himself and his will, the church is 
God's redeemed people seeking in all things to 
please him. To this Faulkner University is whole
heartedly committed. 

Here we stand. 

A Face-Lift 
By Jesse Fonville 

T he bride of Christ is getting pretty old now. 
Some among us think that it's about time for 
her to get a face-lift, and, perhaps, a name 

change. She needs to be brought into the 21st. cen
tury with a new and fresh style, and a contemporary 
fashion. She has to keep up with her stepsisters, 
looking and acting as much like them as possible. 

Outward adorning is so important! And the fa
vor of the community is so desirable. Some of our 
most forward thinkers have decided that a Walt 
Disney facial is just what is needed to attract the 
masses, especially children. 

The "natural" look that mother and grand
mother have does not appeal to the younger genera
tion. 

Times have changed and we must seek to please 
the whims and desires of a new, enlightened genera
tion by conforming to the ever-changing culture. 

We want to see a bride that exudes excitement, 
fun, and emotion. We want to see a bride that knows 
how to get along with the world, and accepts it as it 
is. 

Perhaps you have noticed some of our "out
front" thinkers are doing their creative work in not 
only reshaping the bride of Christ, but also giving 
her a name change. In order not to be so abrupt, or 
obvious, (so as not to offend anyone, you see), the 
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name change slowly evolves. 
First, the bride must increase, and the groom 

must decrease, as you can observe. There is a disco·n
necting that takes place. The old name, "church of 
Christ," takes on a modern transformation: it be
comes " Church," in large letters, then 
in small letters below that, later to disappear alto
gether, you see something like ''A Church of Christ," 
or "A Church of Christ family." 

The new name that evolves may be something 
like "Community Church," or "New Testament 
Church," or such like; but somehow the name Christ 
has been left behind. 

Now, the reshaped and renamed church has been 
transformed, made in th'e image of modern man -
casual, a new drawing power, with new methods of 
reaching a more intelligent generation. 

Now, with some of the old-fashioned makeup 
and baggage out of the way, the glory and beauty of 
the remodeled bride can easily be seen. The gorgeous 
make-over was able to cover up the sad reminders of 
a cross, blood, sacrifice, self-denial, and suffering. 
The "stilted," filled-with-awe, reverential, attitude 
has been happily covered. Isn't it exciting? 

87 Lee Rd. 228 
Smiths, AL 36877 
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(The following was written by an 18-year-old girl, the daughter of a gospel preacher. This young lady shows 
maturity and wisdom beyond her age. We thought that a word to the wise should be sufficient, and therefore 
submit this article for your consideration.) 

Stones, Serpents, and Scorpions 
By Amy L. Hodge 

I f a son asks for bread from any father among 
you, will he give him a stone? Or if he 
asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent in

stead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he 
offer him a scorpion? (Luke 11:11-12). 

When was the last time you talked to your teen
agers about liberalism in the church? 

Did you explain that the liberal movement is 
sweeping the churches of Christ, breaking fellowship 
between brothers? 

Do your children know that this "open-minded" 
movement will affect them in the future? 

Can they recognize the signs that liberal people 
and congregations unwittingly put out? 

Are you handing your children rocks, snakes, 
and scorpions, when they need bread, fish, and eggs? 

Do your teenagers know to be aware of buzz 
words like, "I feel' or "it seems to me" instead of "I 
know" or "the Bible says"? 

That's really what liberalism is: the following of 
feelings and emotions rather than the Bible. The lib
erals share one common goal; not to step on 
anybody's toes- except fellow Christians. 

One can always tell a liberal preacher from one 
who is doctrinally sound. A liberal preacher's idea of 
truth is broader than God's. He rarely says anything 
definite other than we need to love and accept every
body no matter what their religion or doctrine is. 

I have seen many examples of "marshmallow 
teaching." One young brother said, "I think instru
mental music is wrong, but I don't think it's impor
tant enough to step on people's toes." 

I'm here to tell you that on that nig}\t, in that au
dience, there were about 400 toes that needed to be 
stepped all over. 

Later, in the same lesson, he casually mentioned 
that he thought abortion was wrong, but again, "he 
didn't want to step on anybody's toes." 

Why would elders in the Lord's church allow this 
brother to teach anyone, much less young people? 

The worst part of this movement is that it's hitting 
us where it really hurts: the universities and colleges. 

Sound congregations have been compromised or 
split because the leadership, though not necessarily 
agreeing with the doctrine taught, has raised no 
voice against it. 

There is a generation being taught that "dy
namic, comfortable, and awesome," is the right way 
to worship. They have come to expect that churches, 
song leaders, preachers, are not to worship, praise, 
or preach, but to entertain. 

There are many churches that do not have a Sun
day worship. 

Instead they have "praise teams" performing -
or they might have skits in which women take lead 
roles. Since when does the New Testament authorize 
"praise teams" or skits as a part of worship? 

So when was the last time you talked to your 
children about liberalism in the church? The more 
you do, the more they will see that it's not something 
that you just have to let happen. 

This is not a new trend; it has been in existence 
for many years. It has not drowned out the doctri
nally sound leaders and members of the church, but 
we must not sit and wait for it to strike and split our 
home congregations. We need to take preventative 
measures to insure that these same congregations 
will continue to be sound and straight for years and 
generations to come. 

If every parent took the time, and responsibility 
to make sure that their children's Bible school teach
ers, youth ministers, Christian camp counselors, etc. 
are teaching doctrinally sound material, only the 
Lord knows what could be accomplished. 

John 6:61: "When Jesus knew in Himself that 
His disciples complained about this, He said to them, 
Does this offend you? 

Ecclesiastes 12:1: Remember now your creator 
in the days of your youth before the difficult days 
come" 

4974 Glacier Dr. 
Columbus, GA 31907 
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A Friend 
By Guss Eoff 

AChristian man had a serious problem; it was a 
heavy burden that tormented his life. His 
thoughts kept turning back to his difficulty. 

There was no one with which he felt comfortable in 
discussing the situation. Yet, he needed advice, he 
needed assurance, he needed help to cope with his 
condition. The thing that made this matter even 
worse was that it involved a long-time friend. Now 
what should a Christian do to solve a difficult prob
lem? 

Of course, a child of God should first approach 
his heavenly Father. Pray about it earnestly. Talk to 
God about the problem and plead for guidance and 
help in the situation. This was done repeatedly, yet it 
seemed that it brought no satisfaction. What could 
he do in addition to prayer? What about confessing 
his problem to a friend? His conscience bothered 
him, and he needed relief. He dreamed about his 
situation; he lay awake at night and pondered his 
problem. He determined to place confidence in a 
friend. After all, the Bible teaches, ''A friend loveth at 
all times; and a brother is born for adversity" (Prov. 
17: 17). Again the wise man said, "He that maketh 
many friends doeth it to his own destruction; but 
there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother" 
(Prov. 18:24). Again Solomon said, "Oil and per
fume rejoice the heart; so doth the sweetness of a 
man's friend that cometh of hearty counsel" (Prov. 
27:9). 

Surely the friend of 50 years will understand and 
help the Christian solve his problem. He called and 
opened his heart to one he had loved so many years. 
No doubt the problem had a disturbing impact on 
the trusted friend. Was this person really the friend 
that was assumed? Seemingly all friendship was sev
ered, because there has been no association or corre
spondence from the time the Christian opened his 
heart to his trusted friend. 

The Christian, driven by a guilty conscience, 
sought to find help. Surely someone will share in 
carrying his burden. He called his trusted physician 
and made an appointment. In the doctor's presence 
he asked, ''Are you a person I can confide in?" The 
doctor reassured him that he was and he would do 
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all he could to help. T he Christian revealed his prob
lem and told the physician that he had talked to a 
long time friend for love and consideration. The 
doctor informed him that he was too conscientious. 
He had allowed his conscience to bother him so 
much that he had not reasoned properly. "I learned a 
long time ago that doctors couldn't open their hearts 
to anyone. They have to bear their own heartaches 
and problems. I can't share my burdens with any 
one; no one is that much of a friend, not even my 
preacher. I am glad that you trusted me and I will do 
all I can to help you. It is a shame that a Christian 
cannot depend on a fellow Christian in time of 
troubles." 

This is not the end of the matter! Thank God! 
There are some friends that love at all times; they 
stick closer than a brother. They can be counted on 
to help you when you are down, regardless of your 
troubles. Christians, most of all, should help fellow 
Christians to bear their burdens. The apostle Paul 
said, "Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in any 
trespass, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a 
spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so 
fulfil the law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2). 

P.O. Box 137 
Llano, TX 78643 

Simplified Bible Lessons 
on tbe 
Old and New Testaments 

G. H. P. Showalter 
and W. M. Davis 

Offered as a means of guiding the student to a 
knowledge of the scriptures through a systematic study. 
52 lessons on the Old and New Testaments. Lessons 
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Tolerance? 
By Burl Curtis 

Tolerance has a rather broad meaning causing 
many to believe it is always good and intoler
ance always bad. To say a person is intolerant 

is not a compliment. Here we are focusing on only 
two parts of the definition, (1) the capacity to endure 
pain or hardship and (2) the allowable deviation 
from a standard. 

We all need mercy and tolerance to endure the 
hardships of life and to receive our reward in heaven. 
But should we be so "tolerant" as to allow the stan
dard to be changed? Why has Protestantism lost so 
much of its protest? Why are so many so-called Chris
tians wanting to believe that somehow sincere Mus
lims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews and pagans will be 
saved without accepting Jesus as the risen Son of God? 

God. set the standard for tolerance and intoler
ance. He shows "lovingkindness unto thousands" 
Oer. 32:18), yet he did not allow Adam and Eve to eat 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil ten or 
even two times before death passed upon all men 
(Rom. 5: 12). 

When time ran out, God was very intolerant to
ward the wicked world and destroyed everyone in the 
flood except Noah and his family. Add to these Nadab 
andAbihu (Lev. 10:1-2),Achan Oosh. 7:2426), Uzzah 
(2 Sam. 6:6-7), and Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 
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5:1-10). God doesn't allow us to take vengeance 
(Rom. 12: 19) but these cases prove how intolerant 
God can be toward those who disobey him (2 Thess. 
1:7-9). 

Paul was very tolerant toward the weak brother 
and very intolerant to any change in the gospel. 

He said "if meat make my brother to offend, I 
will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I 
make my brother to offend" (1 Cor. 8:13). 

He proved his "intolerance" to any change in the 
gospel when he went by revelation to Jerusalem and 
set before the church the gospel he had preached to 
the Gentiles. Paul was not subject to the false breth
ren, not for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might 
continue with ~he Gentiles. Peter, James and John 
added nothing to Paul's message; when they saw the 
grace that had been given to him, they gave Paul and 
Barnabas the right hands of fellowship (Gal. 2:1-9). 

Also, Paul was very intolerant towards Peter's hy
pocrisy. Paul's intolerance manifested itself by with
standing Peter "to the face, because he was to be 
blamed" (Gal. 2:11-14 ). 

Delivered through Paul, the Holy Spirit's intoler
ance toward any change in the gospel is seen in Gala
tians 1:6-9. Verse eight states, "But though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that we have preached unto you, let him be ac
cursed." Departure from "the standard" is not al
lowed. 

An example of God-approved tolerance and intol
erance was set by early Christians. When Pliny was 
sent by Emperor Trajan as magistrate to Bythinia in 
A.D. 112, he began to persecute Christians. He wrote 
the Emperor that he "was never present at any trial of 
Christians, therefore I do not know what are the cus
tomary penalties or investigations, and what limits are 
observed. This is the course that I have adopted. I ask 
them if they are Christians. If they admit it, I repeat 
the question a second and a third time, threatening 
capital punishment; if they persist, I sentence them to 
death." He wrote he did not doubt that "their perti
nacity (stubborn unyieldingness) and inflexible obsti
nacy should certainly be punished" (Documents of the 
Christian Church, Henry Bettenson, ed., pp. 5-7). 
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Please see clearly that this is opposite the spirit of 
"unholy tolerance" of our age. Early Christians were 
very tolerant toward "every ordinance of man for 
the Lord's sake" (1 Pet. 2: 13, 14); that is, they used 
no swords for resistance but as it is written, "Ye have 
condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist 
you" Games 5 :6). Clearly they were willing to sacri
fice themselves rather than depart from the truth and 
that it might live and be not changed. 

"He who stands for nothing will fall for any
thing." "Standing firm" does not mean the use of in
timidation, abusive language, or any physical force. 

J.N. Armstrong, a man of great love and proper 
tolerance, wrote in strong words: 

That Peter did, under the direct guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, command people to be baptized 
that they might be forgiven is as certain as that 
he spoke at all, the scholars of the world being 
the interpreters of the language; I have labored 
diligently to make this stand out clear to every 

honest heart. Nothing but rebellion will separate 
hearts concerning the matter after a diligent ex
amination of the language (Undenominational 
Christianity, pp. 81·82). 

The "tolerance" of faithful brethren must not in
clude giving up the truth concerning immersion into 
Christ unto the remission of sins nor the one unde
nominational church which Jesus built. We must stand 
firm on what the Bible teaches about grace and works, 
men's leadership in the public assembly, vocal music 
in worship, and observing the Lord's supper on Sun
day only. Faithful brethren will be called "simplistic 
Bible thumpers, too exclusive, and even bigots." But 
bigots we can not be, since a bigot is "a person obsti
nately or intolerantly devoted to his or her own opin
ions and prejudices" (Webster), as long as we, like 
Jesus, speak words which are not our own but the 
Father's in heaven Oohn 14:10). 
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Gifts from the Heart 
by Mary Allee Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes 
and observations from life, giving it a very 
practical application. pb 181 pgs ............... $8.00 

God Knew He Needed Her 
by Cleon Lyles 
This book presents a down·to·earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib," a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs. 
.................................... ................................ 9.00 

If You Would See Good Days 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Everyone longs for the good days, so our task Is 
to learn how to meet this task and challenge -a 
wonderful and gratifying possibility. Our creator 
tells us how. This book deals with these divinely· 
given principles. Thirteen chapters, a variety of 
needed topics, practical,concise,and easy to 
read. A study of the principles in this book will 
enrich your life. pb 136 pgs. 
.................................................................... 7.95 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
time for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc· 
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur· 
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 
non·Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; cuffent issues, 
troublesome Issues in the home and church; 
special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards of wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs .......... 8.95 

No Greater Joy 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil· 
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspiration one's 
growth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman·to·woman, discussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
Institution of. marriage. pb 150 pgs . ............ 7.95 

Woman: A Biblical Quest 
by Owen D. Olbrlcht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in 
the home, in the church, and in the community. 
Neither an effort to uphold nor condemn a 
tradition, but rather an effort to discover the 
message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs . 
.................................................................... 8.00 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 
Shipping- $3.00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 

Texas residents add 8 .25% sales tax 
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Brown Trail School of Preaching 
By Gary Fallis 

The Brown Trail School of Preaching continues 
to improve an already quality program of 
preaching and Biblical studies. Dave Miller, 

director, along with the deans, Everett Chambers 
and Gary Fallis, are constantly laboring to enhance 
the knowledge and ministry preparation of students 
at Brown Trail. Attention is constantly given to cur
riculum, faculty and ministry experience. 

A curriculum is only as good as those who in
struct in its knowledge. In the past year and a half, 
Avon Malone has been added to the faculty. Avon 
has over 35 years of preacher training and teaching 
experience in Christian colleges and schools of 
preaching. The son of noted preacher, Joe Malone, 
he brings a unique blend of knowledge and pulpit 
experience. 

Hardeman Nichols, who preaches at the Pleasant 
Grove church in Dallas~ is teaching each quarter, 
bringing over a half century of experience in preach
ing ~nd church building. Hardeman is also the son of 
a well-beloved preacher, Gus Nichols. Hardeman 
likewise has considerable experience in prea~her 
training. 

·In addition, Perry B. Cotham, the ageless 
evangelist-missionary, is teaching the book of Acts, 
pro~iding insights from his 30 years of traveling the 
world as missionary and an equal number of years as 
local evangelist. Perry has preached in all 50 states 
and on every inhabited continent of the world in 
over: 65 nations. He has taught in many schools of 
preaching both in the U.S. and abroad. 

The curriculum has been expanded to include a 
course in Missions, taught by veteran missionary, Ron 
Coleman, who has spent 20 years working in New 
Zealand, Fiji, London, and American Samoa. He has 
tau~t in preacher training schools in the Ukraine, but 
now works full-time in foreign fields, in campaigns 
and teaching in Bible schools in over 20 nations. 
· A course entitled "Christian Education Develop
ine~t," emphasizing organization, leadership, cur
ricUlum development and teacher training, has been 
added. Dan Flournoy, evangelist at Belt Line in Irving, 
has extensive experience in teacher training as well as 
preacher training. 

A course to enhance the preacher's work entitled 
"The Preacher: Message, Manner & Motivation" is 
being taught by George Bailey. Brother Bailey, who 
began preaching at age 14, has traveled extensively 
throughout the U.S. and foreign countries. He served 
as staff writer for three brotherhood papers and 
authored the second volume of Great Preachers of 
Today. 

To provide greater hands-on experience, an in
ternship is a part of each student's training. Each stu
dent will be involved with a church six weeks in the 
summer and will be mentored in virtually every area 
of congregational work - preaching, teaching, writ
ing, visitation, working with various age groups, etc. 
This is combined with guided study in the school, 
lectureships, evangelistic campaigns, preaching ap
pointments and regular assessment to place the 
best-trained man possible in the Lord's church. 

All these related avenues of preparation, curricu
lum, faculty, ministry experience, are set within the 
framework of the Lordship of Christ and the whole 
counsel of God. The agenda and thrust of the school 
is conservative, for as Brother Leroy Brownlow said, 
"The Bible is a conservative Book, and if we are go
ing to be Biblical, we will be conservative." If you 
desire to study a practical, balanced, course of Bible 
study under men such as Perry B. Cotham, Avon 
Malone, Hardeman Nichols, George Bailey and Ron 
Coleman, call (817)268-3222. P.O. Box 210667 

Bedford, TX 76095 
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Order from Firm Foundation 
1 01 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . .................. $ 5.50 

A ccording to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133pgs . ........... 4.50 

Alleged Bible Cont r adictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . .... ..... 12.95 

A rmageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptu res presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and] 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ................... ................... 6 .95 

Functioning Leadership 
in the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs . ............... 3 .50 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ........................................................... 4.50 

Putting t he Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . ...... ................... ............. ................... ... 4.00 

The Bapt ist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6.00 

The Bible M ade Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible - Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8~x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................. .. 14.97 

Thou ghts of Gold in Words of Silver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
s·olomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita· 
tive. Every quotation of Scripture is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world. Since all truth found in and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs . ......................................... 9.99 

Shipping- $3. 00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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(This article, sent to us by J. W. Farris, was written by an elder in the church. We do not get many articles 
from elders, and when we do, we pay respectful attention, and rejoice to benefit from their spiritual maturity 
borne of Bible-knowledge, experience, and observation. Brother Farris informs us that Brother Beard, affec
tionately known as "Doc," is an alert, optimistic octogenarian. Brother Beard has had multiple health concerns 
including cancer, heart surgery, knee-replacement, and prostatitis, but is content, forward-looking, happy, and 
actively pursuing his duties as a bishop. We are indebted to him for this excellent piece, which we commend to 
our readers.) 

The Blessing of Contentment 
By Milton A. 11 Doc" Beard 

T here is an old saying, "The grass is always 
greener on the other side." Those deceived by 
this are just showing their discontentment 

with what they have. 
In America, we are blessed with abundance and 

even a surplus of most commodities. One commodity 
that is in short supply and badly needed is peace of 
mind and contentment. Nervous breakdowns, heart 
attacks and all sorts of health problems are caused by 
stress that occurs due to lack of contentment. 

Discontentment stems from a lack of faith in God. 
Christians should trust God completely, cast our care 
on him and believe that '~1 things work together for 
good to them that love the Lord and are called accord
ing to His purpose" (Rom. 8:28). "So that we can 
boldly say, 'The Lord is my helper and 1 will not fear 
what man shall do unto me"' (Heb. 13:6). 

The accumulation of things does not bring con
tentment. True happiness comes from giving of our
selves in service to others. In 1 Timothy 6:6-8 we 
read, "But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
For we brought nothing into this world and it is cer
tain that we can bring nothing out. And having food 
and raiment, let us be therewith content." 

What is causing the unrest that is so prevalent in 
our land? Why do we have the mad ratrace that en
gulfs our nation and blights our society? We do not 
have the stark poverty that so many nations have and 
we bask in the many manifold blessings that our lov
ing God showers down upon us. There is a consum
ing lust for more and a desire to lay up treasures on 
the earth. Why can we not graciously accept God's 
blessings and use them to his glory? "Let your con
versation be without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as you have; for He hath said, 'I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee'" (Heb. 13:5). 

Are we afraid that God is going to forsake us? 

Have we ever found a reason to suppose him un
trustworthy? 

A strong, abiding trust in God's providence will 
preclude our worrying and fretting ourselves into an 
early grave. It is unreasonable to think that God will 
fail to provide all our needs, for Paul promised just 
that. "But my God shall supply all your need accord
ing to His riches in glory by Christ jesus" (Phil. 4:19). 

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said: 
Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat and what ye shall 
drink; nor yet for the body, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than meat and the body 
more than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air; 
for they sow not neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 
(Matt. 6:25-26). 

Do we believe that? 
Trusting God erases anxieties. "Humble your

selves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 
He may exalt you in due time; casting all your care 
upon Him for He careth for you" (1 Pet. 5:6-7). 

Mter establishing that God cares for the birds, 
flowers and mankind, He concluded by saying: 

But seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. Take no thought for the morrow for 
the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
(Matt. 6:33-34) 

When we realize God's care and concern, the 
outcome is our own contentment and peace of mind. 
We can then say with Paul: 

I have learned in whatsoever state I am, there
with to be content. I know both how to be 
abased and I know how to abound; everywhere 
and in all things I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and suffer 
need (Phil. 4: 11-12). 
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There is a vast difference between being satisfied 
and being content. Being satisfied may cause one to 
accept an undesirable lot, whereas contentment puts 
up with something until it becomes better. Content
ment does not foster complaining and griping. 

Laying up riches brings neither contentment nor 
true happiness. All too often, such causes tensions 
and untimely death with nothing truly gained. Listen 
to Jesus, "Take heed and beware of covetousness; for 
a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of things 
which he possesseth" (Luke 12: 15). 

18 

Godliness with contentment is great gain, fpr 
it allows us to accept with grateful hearts the 
many blessings that God bestows upon us while 
we labor diligently to serve His cause. 

For the love of money is the root of all evil, 
which while some coveted after they have erred 
from the faith and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows. But thou 0 man of God, 
flee these things and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness (1 
Tim. 6:9-11). 

Come study with us ... 

If the love of heaven is our abiding place, we 
roam the verdant pastureland of immeasurable bless
ings and possess contentment the world cannot even 
comprehend. Let us all be content with what we 
have but never with what we are. 

Labor as if everything depends on us and pray as 
if everything depends on God, fo r it does. 

105 E. Planters Ln. 
San Augustine, TX 75972 
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Lexicons Can Be Wrong 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

1957 
The first edition in 1957 of A Greek-English Lexicon 
of the New Testament and other Early Christian Lit
erature, edited by W. F. Arndt and F. W. Gingrich, de
fined psallo to mean: "sing to the accompaniment of 
a harp" (p. 899). 

1962 
Mter the death of Dr. Arndt, Dr. Frederick William 
Danker became Dr. Gingrich's partner in preparing a 
second edition of the Arndt-Gingrich lexicon. Under 
date of October 2, 1962, Dr. Danker wrote that the 
phrase "to the accompaniment of a harp" is a "mis
take" in defining psallo, and "we will be sure to cor
rect it in the revision. I doubt whether the archaeolo
gists can establish the use of the harp in early Chris
tian services." 

Books by Hugo McCord 
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He also wrote that Professors Arndt and Ging
rich had "incorporated the obvious Old Testament 
meaning into the metaphorical usage of the New Tes
tament." Thus Dr. Danker was showing that "the ob
vious Old Testament meaning" of psallo (literal harp 
playing, Psalm 33:3 [LXX, 32:3]; 71:22 [LXX, 
70:22]) is not literal in the New Testament, but is a 
"metaphorical usage." 

1979 
The second edition (1979) of the Gingrich-Danker 
lexicon defined psallo to mean: 

'sing' exclusively; ..• with no reference to in
strumental accompaniment. 

Although the NT does not voice opposition to 
instrumental music, •.. it is likely that some such 
sense as make melody is best here. Those who 
favor 'play' •.. may be relying too much on the 
earliest meaning of psallo (p. 891). 

Since "the earliest meaning of psallo" was literal 
harp playing, Dr. Danker said in 1979 that psallo in 
the New Testament means "sing' exclusively," caus
ing him to say the metaphorical meaning "make 
melody is best here." His phrase "make melody," as a 
translation of psallo had been used by the King 
james Version and the American Standard Version in 
Ephesians 5:19, "making melody." 

In reference to the statement that "the NT does 
not voice opposition to instrumental music," it is 
also true that the NT does not voice opposition to 
holy water, images, vestments, rosaries, prayer 
candles, dancing in the worship, incense, the papacy, 
and ham in the Lord's Supper. 

2000 
In the third edition (2000, p. 1 096) it is shocking to 
read that Dr. Danker now says that psallo in the New 
Testament means "to sing songs of praise, with or 
without instrumental accompaniment." Truly, lexi
cons can be wrong! 

5535 E. Evergreen #7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
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The Pluses of a Broken Heart 
By Howard R. Horton 

T he world, for the most part, has never under
stood this: A broken heart can be a good 
thing. The Christian, however, knows that 

sometimes pain and heartache are just what the Chris
tian needs to put everything in true focus. Two old 
adages are correct: "When one's back is up against the 
wall, it's a good time to stand straight,'' and "Some
times men have to get down before they can get up.'' 

God has always appreciated a humble and con
trite heart. It is written, "The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 0 God, 
wilt thou not despise" (Psa. 51 : 17). Mankind, our 
friends, loved ones, even fellow Christians, may flee 
us when we are in a valley of decision, or a valley of 
despair, yet our Heavenly Father knows us, sees our 
hearts, and will be there for us. David, the author of 
the psalm just presented, was a man with a broken 
spirit and a broken heart. He had betrayed himself, 
Bethsheba, Uriah, his fellow Israelites, and had lived 
beneath, way beneath, the station of his throne; 
which was God's throne. Yet, he would beseech the 
Father on the grounds that he, David, knew his Fa
ther would recognize and respect: A remorseful and 
penitent nature. 

Have Atheists 
Proved 
There Is 
No God? 
By Thomas Warren 

A criticial srudy of the strongest argument which has 
been advanced in favor of atheism. Does the existence 
of evil in the world prove that there is no God? Brother 
Warren upholds the view that "he [God] exists and is in
trinsically complete or perfect, that he is infinite in 
power, that he is infinite in love and goodness, that he 
is innocent of any blameworthiness, that he is infinite in 
knowledge and wisdom, and ... justice." pb, 105 pages 
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And it is true with another king, as well. King 
Ahab was a weak rascal. However, Ahab had not lost 
the ability to be touched in his heart. He would rend 
his heart as well as his garments (1 Kings 21:20-29). 
This action would cause God to be merciful and for
giving toward him. 

We are not surprised to see that the Son of God 
has the same mindset and attitude toward those who 
are of a penitent nature. Did not the Son say, 
"Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be com
forted" (Matt. 5:4)? When Christians mourn, be it 
over the darkness that is in the world or darkness in 
our own lives, our Heavenly Father takes notice, and 
pays close attention to us. We have his undivided at
tention. 

There are, of course, two types of sorrow. And, 
these two types are clearly spelled out in 2 Corin
thians 7:10, "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to 
salvation not to be repented of; but the sorrow of the 
world worketh death." We, then, as faithful saints, 
must believe, see with our mind's eye, God taking 
notice of us when we are mournful over our sins, 
mistakes and shortcomings. After all, we read of God 
informing Elijah that he had seen Ahab's penitent 
heart and penitent actions. God said, "See thou how 
Ahab humbleth himself before me" (1 Kings 21:29). 
And if God did this for fleshly Israel, I am persuaded 
that he will do the same for us. 

The apostle Paul, in writing to the Christians at 
Corinth gives us a verse which has eight positive 
"soul-traits" which come about because of godly sor
row. Read and count them: "For behold this self same 
thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, (1) What 
carefulness it wrought in you (2) yea, what godly sort 
(3), yea, what indignation (4) yea, what fear (5) yea, 
what vehement desire (6) yea, what zeal (7) yea, what 
revenge. (8) In all things ye have approved yourselves 
to be clear in this matter" (2 Cor. 7:11). 

So, are you broken-hearted? Are you mournful 
over some things that are amiss in your life? Good. 
Very good. Now, do something about them. 

311 East Main 
Prescott, AR 71857 
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What? Have Ye Not Read? 
By Richard Norman 

Matthew records that Jesus said, "What? 
Have ye not read?" no less than six times. 
It is highly significant that Jesus said these 

words to Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes and the Doc
tors of the Law. He never used those words to the 
uneducated. 

Jesus was not trained in the rabbinical schools 
Uohn 7: 15), yet, even at the age of twelve, he aston
ished the Doctors of the Law with his knowledge of 
the Scriptures (Luke 2:46-4 7). (Imagine a twelve
year-old astonishing Ph.D.s with his knowledge of 
the Bible.) 

We know that Jesus could both read and write. 
He often read in the synagogue on the Sabbath Day 
(Luke 4i16), and he wrote in the sand Uohn 8:8). 

Jesus asked the Ph.D.s of his day, "What? Have 
ye not read?" In the Greek, it seems Jesus was in
credulous. It is as though he could not believe the 
stupidity of the Doctors of the Law. "What? Have ye 
never read?" To Jesus it seemed they had never read 
the scriptures. 

I was in conversation with brother J.D. Boren 
and he was telling me that he held the Ph.D., but, he 
said, "I sometimes think it means Phenomenally 
Dumb for some of my brethren." 

It is not my intention to put down higher educa
tion at all, but some of my brethren seem to venerate 
men with Ph.D. degrees, and think that they, them
selves, do not have the credentials to point out false 
doctrine to Ph.D.s. 

Russellisrn Unveiled 
by 0. C. Lambert 

This •unveiling of Russellism: printed in 1940 is the expo
sure of false prophets, Charles laze Russell and Judge Ru
therford, the founders of the Jehovah's Witnesses. Their 
teachings on the return of Christ, the relationship of God to 
human governments, the necessity for obeying human gov
ernment, the nature of death, and many other things are 
shown by the Scriptures to be false. Brother Lambert ably 
refutes their errors. BKBU01 paperback, 111 pgs. 

$3.50 
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I'll tell you the truth, there are times I read some 
of my brethren with Ph.D. degrees and wonder, 
"What? Have they never read the Bible?" 

Higher education is no guarantee or certainty 
that a man is infallibly right in his understanding of 
either scripture or moral judgment. Every religious 
institution from the Catholics, the Greek Orthodox, 
Protestant denominations, and even Moslems, Hin
dus, and every cult has its Ph.D.s. Many who were 
among Hitler's leadership held Ph.D. degrees, and 
were some of the most brilliant men on earth. 

If you know "The Book," my brother, you do not 
have to feel intimidated by any man with a Ph.D. 

At Matthew 22:23-33, Jesus rebuked the 
Sadducees for their unbelief in the resurrection from 
the dead, and asked, "Have ye not read." The Bible 
supersedes all human inventions. 

19584 Midway Blvd. 
Port Charlotte, FL 33948 
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McGarvey's famed commentary is regarded as a classic work. 
It has stood the test of passing years, and continues to be a 
highly respected explanation of the life and times of the 
apostles of the Lord. The "New Commentary on Acts" was 
first published in 1892 when McGarvey was 64 and at the ze
nith of his intellectual strength. For 27 years Professor Mc
Garvey gave a verse-by-verse study ofthe book of Acts to the 
senior class of the College of the Bible. He was pre-eminently 
a Bible teacher. The book is concise and clear. The writing of 
John William McGarvey floods the student with light and en
courages him to walk in it. There is no greater tool for under
standing and applying the majestic lessons ofthe book of Acts 
than this analysis of the history of the early church as reported 
by the inspired pen of Luke. McGarvey regarded this book as 
his finest and most important work. hard back. 298 pgs. 
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Arvil Hill Named President of 
Crowley's Ridge College 

By E. Claude Gardner, President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

l rvil E. Hill of West Plains, Mo., has been se
lected as the fifth president of Crowley's 
Ridge College of Paragould, Ark., according 

to Keith White, chairman of the board. He succeeds 
Larry Bills who served for 14 years before retire
ment. 

Hill will begin as president on July 1 and pres
ently he is the CEO. 

Hill has background experience as a gospel 
preacher, businessman, community leader and Chris
tian educator. For seven years he served on the board 
of trustees and the last three years as chairman of the 
board. He is an alumnus of the college and also a 
graduate of Crowley's Ridge Academy in 1960. 

For twenty years he was engaged in the insurance 
business. For several years he has had a Life and 
Health Insurance License as well as license as a fu
neral director. 

His community service shows broad interest in 
citizens of all ages which includes working as a Boy 
Scout leader, Little League coach, volunteer with the 
Fire Department, youth camp director, senior activ
ity director, and family activity director. 

For over 43 years he has preached the gospel in 
Arkansas and Missouri. He served as the preacher in 
several congregations and his latest and longest ten
ure was with the Central Church of Christ in West 
Plains, Mo., from 1988-2001. He was also an elder. 
The church grew from an attendance of about 60 to 
240. The church building was enlarged three times. 
He helped stabilize this congregation as well as sev
eral others in the area. 

He has been in demand for youth gatherings, lec
tureships, and gospel meetings in numerous states. 
He is often called to conduct funeral services. 

As an author he has written a Study of the Home 
and Family, Leadership in the Lord's Church, A Train
ing Guide for Those Who Serve, Revelation 
Classnotes as well as articles for gospel papers and 
newspapers. 

Crowley's Ridge College bestowed on him the 
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special honor of the Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
Hill attended three Christian colleges and two 

public universities. He attended Freed-Hardeman 
College (University), Crowley's Ridge College and 
he received the B.S. from Harding University. Addi
tionally he attended Arkansas State University, and 
the University of Kansas. He has done extensive 
study in Church Growth and Leadership. He has 
taught several motivational seminars. 

On August 7, 1942 Hill was born at Pocahontas, 
Ark. He married the former Sally D. McGibney. 
They have two daughters- Misty LeAnne Powell of 
Pocahontas, Ark. and Myleea Hill of Paragould, Ark. 
His grandchildren are Sarah and Hannah Powell. 

Dr. E. Claude Gardner, Chancellor of Crowley's 
Ridge College, commended Hill in the following 
statement: 

Arvil Hill is blessed with a good family. He has a 
wealth of successful experience as a minister, 
businessman and community leader. He is a man 
of integrity and of conservative philosophy. He 
has the character, leadership, and personality to 
aggressively lead the college to greater heights. 
He will build on the solid foundation of the pre
decessors and founders of this worthy Christian 
college. I congratulate him on his willingness to 
come to the helm of this splendid Christian col
lege. 

Predecessors of the college, Croft College and 
Monea College, date back to the early nineteen hun
dreds. The current effort in Christian higher educa
tion started in 1964 as Crowley's Ridge College with 
the late Emmitt Smith as the founding president. Its 
purpose remains true to the founders. It is fully ac
credited by the North Central Association of Col
leges and Schools. 
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Max Lucado's 
Second 11Sinner's Prayer'' 

By E. Claude Gardner, President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

Max Lucado, popular writer of best selling 
religious books, shocked the brotherhood 
by asking alien sinners to pray "the 

sinner's prayer" as commonly used by the denomina
tional world. When he urged this unbiblical prayer at 
the close of his radio program over a San Antonio, 
Texas, radio station he abandoned the Bible plan of 
salvation which requires obedience to the gospel 
(Acts 2:38; John 3:5). 

Yet there are brethren who continue to hold him 
aloft and read his books with delight. His books are 
often presented as gifts. 

For Easter 2001 the World Publishing Company of 
Nashville, Tenn., presented Max Lucado's book, He 
Did This just For You. It is mainly selections from 
three of Lucado's other books. On p. 50 he invites the 
unsaved to pray "the sinner's prayer." He admon
ished, "Would you let him save you? This is the most 
important decision you will ever make. Why don't 
you give your heart to him right now? ADMIT your 
need. AGREE with his work. ACCEPT his gift. Go to 
God in prayer and tell him, I AM A SINNER IN 
NEED OF GRACE. I BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED 
FOR ME ON THE CROSS. I ACCEPT YOUR OF
FER OF SALVATION. It's a simple prayer with eter
nal results." On the next page is a place for one to sign 
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a response. It reads: "I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of the Living God. I want him to be the Lord of my 
life." Then there is a place to sign and the date. 

This teaching of salvation by faith only and ac
cepting Jesus as one's personal Savior through prayer 
contradicts New Testament teaching. Jesus, the Sav
ior, declared: "He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark 16:16). He also warned, "And why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" 
(Luke 6:46.) Lucado has adopted a false plan of sal
vation and retreated from the plan Jesus gave. 

The Easter book states, "He speaks of his Savior 
each week at the Oak Hills Church of Christ and 
writes about him in his latest book, He Chose the 
Nails, from which much of the text of this small 
book is taken." 

One concludes he preaches this erroneous doc
trine at Oak Hills and if it is approved and accepted 
it falls short in being the Lord's church. No apostle, 
evangelist, or teacher ever commanded and implored 
an alien sinner to pray to become a child of God. 
People should reject the doctrine of "the sinner's 
prayer" and also the religious leaders who so ear
nestly declare it. 372 Mill St. 

Henderson, 1N 38340 

For young minds 

The Other Side of Evolution 
by Jon Gary Williams 

A book on creation/evolution written for teens. It contains 
much facrual, easy-to-read information on fossils, 
comparative arguments, the age of the Eanh, etc. In 
addition, it provides an excellent short history of evolution 
and a discussion of the evidences upon which belief in 
creation is based. 65 pgs. paperback 

$4.95 plus $2.50 slh for one book 
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Would You Change Your Religion? 
By Paul Clements 

R eligion is a broad subject. The word reli
gion, includes a belief in and service and 
adoration toward God or gods. Man is a reli

gious being, prone to worship something or someone. 
Religion is innate, being created in us. Religion is a 
way of life. 

Because of the misunderstanding of scripture and 
the related false teaching, many wait for religion to 
come on them. The truth is, one does not "get" reli
gion. Others "inherit" their religion, holding to the 
religion passed on to them by their forebears. Some 
choose their religion from among the many hun
dreds available. Often the selection is based, not on 
the teaching of God's word, but on which religious 
group has the most attractive building, the best pro
grams, or the largest attendance. 

Even though men teach that one religion is as 
good as another, the Bible does not uphold such a 
concept. When Jesus came, he promised that the 
prophesied kingdom of heaven was close at hand 
(Mark 1:15). This occurred in the lifetime of some 
who heard Jesus (Mark 9:1). The divine Son of God 
promised to build his church/kingdom (Matt. 
16: 18-19). Paul identified the singular nature of this 
body (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). 

God no longer speaks directly to people as in 
times past. Today, God speaks through his Son (Heb. 
1:1-2). His wisdom is to be made known through the 
church (Eph. 3:10-11 ). When Christ died, his will was 
brought into force (Heb. 9:16). His New Testament 
was given to direct the religion of men. God deter
mined it was time for change in religion. 

Jesus never promised many religions nor did he 
promise salvation by any other means than through 
him and his church (Eph. 5:23 ). So unless one be
lieves in God, hears his Son, and obeys their com
mands, he needs to change his religion. 

In the New Testament we read of some who 
changed religions. Because their law had been taken 
out of the way (Col. 2:14), the Jews had to change. 
Many changed from following Jewish law to obeying 
the gospel of Christ. In Acts 2, there is an example of 
3,000 devout persons who, when they heard the gos
pel, abandoned their old religion to follow Jesus. 
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There are many examples in the book of Acts 
where people changed from the Old Testament reli
gion to the religion of Christ. Saul of Tarsus was one 
of them (Acts 22). He later spoke of this when here
ferred to his "past in the Jews' religion" (Gal. 1:13). 

Some people need to make this change today. 
They are trying to go to heaven by keeping the 10 
commandments. Their religion is founded on part of 
the Mosaic law. However Paul said, "Man is not jus
tified by the works of the law" (Gal. 2:16). 

The Thessalonians are a good example of those 
who changed from an idolatrous religion to the reli
gion of God. They had "turned unto God from 
idols" (1 Thess. 1:9). Though some of them were de
vout (already religious); when they heard the gospel, 
they believed (Acts 17:3-4). That was the means "to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(2 Thess. 2: 16). 

There were some disciples that Paul discovered 
in Ephesus who had to make a change in their reli
gion. They had been baptized into John's baptism 
(after it was of none effect). When they learned the 
truth, they were baptized into the name of the Lord 
Jesus (Acts 19:1-6). Some Gentiles changed religions 
twice! They were first proselyted to Judaism and 
then converted to Christianity (Acts 13:13). 

Today there are many religions founded on 
manmade dogmas. Many of these religions claim a 
belief in Jesus of Nazareth. While it is a step in the 
right direction in that they obey some of the doctrine 
of Christ, until all manmade teachings are aban
doned and they convert to true New Testament 
Christianity, there is a need for a change of religion. 

There may be some members of the church who 
need a change of religion. If you are involved in 
"convenience" Christianity or "have to" religion, 
you need to change religions. If yours is a vain reli
gion, you need to change religions Oames 1:26-27)~ 
Simply put, if you do not abide in the complete 
teaching of Christ (2 John 9-11) and don't "do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus" (Col. 3:17), you need to 
change your religion. 2229 Hwy. 19 N. 

Mendian, MS 39307 
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Potpourri ... 
We have all kinds of astonishing stuff in this 

month's column to help us more fully ap
preciate the torn-to-piece-ness of the 

modern human personality. Peace is the gift of God's 
love and only through a total - 24-hour-a-day -
commitment to the kingdom and God and his righ
teousness, which is the quintessence of sacrificial ser
vice, can we find a compelling purpose that will 
bring tranquility to our soul (Rom. 12:1-2). 

Anyhow, we live in a crazy- cracked and mixed
up -world, and if you need proof of it, just look 
around you. Still, there is something in the human 
personality that hungers and thirsts ("panteh" the 
Psalmist says) for God and eternity. So, we take heart 
and press on in the devout hope that we may be part
ners with God in being peacemakers, ... and therefore 
sons of God. In all the rant and turmoil there is an 
island of peace that "passes all understanding." It is in 
the heart where Christ dwells by faith. 

Having given you proper warning, we now pro
ceed to give you a dose of reality and a glimpse into 
the madness of men. 

Madonna and Academia 
@The Department of Music at the University of 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne in Britain is seeking new 
scholarship to be published in a tome to be titled "20 
Years of Madonna: New Approaches to Madonna's 
Cultural Transformations." 

A "call for papers" was sent out to universities 
around the world this month. The proposed volume 
of essays will consider such "topics" as Madonna's 
impact on (quoting here): "Hispanism, Hinduism, 
Judaism (kabbalah), Japanese culture (the Geisha 
look), Black culture, All-American culture (Holly
wood, Country and Western, Cowboy look), Euro
pean culture (Cockney, Germanic), Motherhood, 
Marriage, Gay and Lesbian culture, Queer culture, 
The Internet (fan sites and discussion boards/web do
main/webcasts), The class system in the UK and the US 
(Fashion magazines/hunting/London's East End), Girl 
acts (Spice Girls/ Britney)." 

The organizers hope to present a work-in
progress at the UK IASPM (International Association 
for the Study of Popular Music) Conference at the 
university in 2002. 

The most remarkable part of it all is that there is 
not a single topic concerning Madonna's impact on 
teen-aged pregnancy, the spread of AIDS, and gen
eral arrogance. 

Earthquake 
(9Ht seems that conservative Muslims in India have 

been tossing their TV sets off the rooftops -blaming 
the idiot boxes, moron machines and one-eyed huck
sters for causing catastrophes - specifically, the hor
rible Gujarat quake that killed 18,000 people. 

A Muslim cleric declared that the poisoning of 
minds by television prompted the Almighty to move 
the earth to the tune of 7. 7 on the Richter scale, ac
cording to news reports. Since then, thousands of 
television sets have been thrown from roofs, torched 
and smashed. 

(Wonder if there was a Madonna concert being 
broadcast when the quake hit.) 

Rainbow 
by Darrell Wiskur 

A simple, rhyming children's book that explains the flood of 
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behind the terrible judgment of the flood, God's love and 
provision made· a way of escape for those who loved him. 
It also includes a 4-page glossary in the back with fun 
facts about the ocean, whales, and Noah's Ark. BKWK01 
Hardback 817x11" in. 
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Cover Up 
Owners of a boat rental business sued the state of 

Wisconsin to enforce laws against public nudity. 
Mazomanie Beach is in a state wildlife area and at
tracts people who roam around sans clothing of any 
kind, and engage in lewd activity. The immatu,re tres
pass on the boat rental business property to gawk at 
people on the beach. 

Well, they said it was a wildlife area. 

Discipline 
{9lAn Elkhorn, Wisconsin, woman, Kay Henson, 

31, was charged with a felony count of child abuse 
for spanking her child and could be sentenced to 10 
years in prison if convicted. She is accused of striking 
her son, 13, thirty times with her hand. She says it 
was 15 times. The child reported the spanking. 

Just the Facts 
Item: The Wisconsin United Way refused to fund 

the Boy Scouts because of the group's ban 
on homosexual scoutmasters. 
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Steve Nass introduced in the Wisconsin 
State Assembly a resolution commending 
the Boy Scouts for building and strengthe~
ing moral character. 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders Adrift 
:~.. .. ·. .. . 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3. 00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 

May 2001 
Firm Foundalion 

Mark Pocan, who is openly homosexual 
and a member of the Assembly, objected 
vigorously to the resolution. 

The Assembly passed the resolution 80-
15. 

Item: The Orchard Ridge United Church with
drew its sponsorship of a Boy Scout troop. 

Item: The First Congregational Church is consid
ering relinquishing its sponsorship of a Boy 
Scout Troop it has supported for 80 years. 

Item: In June 2000 the U.S. Supreme Court up
held the Scout's ban on homosexual Scout 
leaders. 

Item: In California the American Civil Liberties 
Union petitioned officials in two cities, de
manding the Boy Scouts of America pay for 
access to a public building and traditional 
campsite. The ACLU cited the Boy Scout 
ban on homosexual Scout leaders. 

Item: The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Depart
ment announced it would continue to par
ticipate in the Scouts' Explorer program, 
which allows youths ages 14 to 21 to help 
deputies on search missions and perform 
routine police work such as report writing. 

Item: Fort Lauderdale churches raised $5,000 for 
the Scouts after the city stopped its f~nd
mg. 

(Our thanks to Elvin DeShazo for furnishing ·this 
material on the scouts - and for other blurbs in this 
and previous columns.) 

Afghanistan 
®The supreme leader of Afghanistan's ruli.ng 

Taliban militia warned that his regime will enforce 
the death penalty on any Muslim who converts to 
another faith . ... "Any non-Muslim found trying to 
win converts will also be killed," according to an As
sociated Press report. 

Oneness 
@Unity- real unity- is downright evil in the 

sight of some. They advocate instead what is callid 
pluralism, by which they mean division (See Gal. 5::20 
where factions, divisions, and parties are classified :as· 
works of the flesh, which will keep a person out of die. 
eternal kingdom of God - too bad for pluralism(. · 

The Boston Globe, Feb. 27, 2001, reports th:at 
"The Vatican has reined in a Jesuit theologian, de-· 
daring that his book on religious pluralism con
tained "notable ambiguities" that could lead the read 
to "erroneous or harmful positions." · 



It was evidence of the Vatican's insistence that 
theologians and other Catholics correctly describe 
Catholic beliefs, and not water them down to avoid 
offending others. 

Well ... OK ... now, what say you, ACU? 
Our concern, of course, should be to correctly 

describe Bible teaching, and not water it down to 
avoid offending someone or some group. Contend
ing earnestly for the once for all delivered faith is, af
ter all, a Bible injunction Oude 1:3). 

Still, we must look to ourselves "lest we also be 
tempted," because it is possible to contend for the 
right in a wrong way, which makes the contention it
self contemptible and therefore sinful. 

Don't took 
@Victorians would discreetly look away from 

public spectacles on the theory that what wasn't ac
knowledged did not exist - otherwise known as 
head-in-the-sand, or the Ostrich complex. 

Americans mimic this with such expressions as "I 
am sick of this," or "It's time to move on." 

This removes from view such things as lying un
der oath, undermining the legal system, impeach
ment, adultery, violence, salacious entertainment, 
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abortion, euthanasia, bioethics, cloning, and bribery. 
Ah, yes, so sorry to have disturbed you. 
"The truth that makes men free is for the most 

part truth which men prefer not to hear." 
Trying to avoid unpleasant situations by pretend

ing they do not exist won't work- at least not for 
very long. Bombs are unbelievable, but they actually 
fall. 

In Sodom and Gomorrah the majority con
sciously chose to embrace evil. 

Chromosomal 
@Ronald Bailey (science correspondent for Rea

son magazine) says that the greatest danger of ge
netic engineering is that we might become arrogant 
enough to believe that we can not only remedy 
nature's defects but also improve on human nature 
itself. We should not have the right to try such ex
periments out on other people, even our own off
spring. The children are human persons, and to 
tamper with their structure in the absence of a clear 
need- such as to avoid a specific disease- is a fun
damental and impermissible violation of their integ
rity. 

The ultimate goal of the techno-utopians is to 
straighten out the crooked timber of our humanity. 
This project is likely to fail, but its success would be 
even worse: It would mean that we would have 
ceased, in any meaningful sense, to be human. 

The Poor You Have With You ... 
@Take Dorothy Rivers, who pled guilty in April 

1997 to a 40-count theft and tax evasion indictment. 
Rivers pocketed $1.3 million in federal HUD grants 
and moneys from the Illinois and Chicago govern
ments. Officials entrusted Rivers with these funds to 
shelter homeless families and assist pregnant teen
age girls. Instead, Rivers used these taxpayer dollars 
to bankroll her opulent lifestyle. 

Rivers ' chauffeur drove her to Neiman Marcus 
where she dropped $800 on a purse and $35,000 on 
a sable coat. She underwrote her son's Mercedes
Benz. As Bob Port of the New York Daily News re
ported, Rivers spent $250,000 to launch Chi
Sounds, a record company with Carl Davis, the pro
ducer of the doo-wop hit, "Duke of Earl." Fittingly, 
one local boutique owner nicknamed the extrava
gant Rivers "Duchess." 

Rivers assigned a costumed Santa Claus to cruise 
Chicago in a limousine and hand-deliver invitations 
to her Christmas bash. Guests received glasses of 
champagne along with their party announcements. 
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The soiree itself featured sparkling wine cascading 
from a six-foot-high glass. 

Dorothy Rivers ripped off homeless famili es to 
finance chauffeurs and champagne. 

Women's Rights 
\?~CNS NEWS. COM- Thursday, Feb. 15, 2001 
LONDON - Shocking pictures of an apparent 

victim of China's "one-child policy" -a newborn 
baby girl lying dead in a gutter, ignored by passers-by 
have prompted shock and revulsion. 

The photographs were taken by a horrified visi
tor and smuggled out of China after police ques
tioned her for photographing the dead child, and 
confiscated her film. 

The woman said the baby's naked body, spotted 
lying alongside a road in a small town in Hunan 
province, was still warm - she had clearly been 
dumped and had just died. 

The woman called the police, who questioned 
her for an hour, checked her identification papers, 
and took all her film, except for one she managed to 
hide. 

China's population is expected to increase from 
1.26 billion at the end of 1999 to 1.6 billion in 2050. 

Under a "one-child policy," introduced in 1979 
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to help slow down the galloping population growth 
rate, parents are routinely sterilized and face large 
fines if they have more than one child. 

But it has also been estimated that the policy has 
resulted in there being 60 million more males in 
China than females. Many parents, aware they will 
only have one child to look after them in thei r old 
age, want that child to be a son. 

Parents who can afford it have their child 
screened in the womb, then abort girls. Those who 
give birth to girls may abandon them or leave them 
to die. 

Britain's largest pro-life organization, Life, said 
that while the pictures were deeply upsetting, it was 
grateful to the photographer for getting out images 
depicting so vividly "the depths that China's so
called family-planning policy has sunk to." 

"Evidently in China they have become as desen
sitized to the horror of culling newborn children as 
we in the Western world have become to destroying 
pre-born children." 

Unorthodox 
C9lPONTIAC (The Detroit News) - Every Sun

day morning in one part of downtown Pontiac, it's as 
if the late-night party never ended. 

Inside the old Pontiac Masonic Temple, a rock
and-roll band is playing. Young people are sitting at 
tables socializing. 

After the band stops, the lights are dimmed and a 
video begins with a woman talking about - wait a 
minute!-God? 

Welcome to The Bridge, a Gen X church that is 
being replicated in Metro Detroit. It is attracting 
hundreds of young people who have fallen away 
from the church and are now searching for some
place to find a connection. 

"It's a place that fits our generation more," said 
Courtney Pecoraro, 23, of Auburn Hills. "The style 
of the worship and the style of the people. It's just 
more relative to me." 

As the congregations of religious institutions be
gin to gray, scenes like this are being played out as 
many faiths try to reach younger generations. 

From theology sessions at taverns to special ser
vices appealing to a hip crowd, the outreach efforts 
are going all-out to lure young people who can't relate 
to the style and traditions of age-old worship houses. 

Books examining this phenomenon and the 
changes resulting from it have dominated the Chris
tian publishing industry in the last five years. Their 



advice: make churches more participatory, interac
tive and communal. 

So instead of formal messages and solemn 
hymns, these outreach styles are more relaxed, more 
relevant and, some might say, more fun. Most of the 
churches have slick web sites. Gatherings often fea
ture gourmet coffee, or in some cases imported beer. 
Informal seating is common and the music is so up
beat that it's hard not to dance and sing. 

Showbiz element: "There is some showbiz," said 
the Rev. John Saliba, religion professor at University 
of Detroit. "We are an age of showbiz. If you use 
some showbiz in the proper context to deliver a mes
sage, it might be effective." 

Unorthodox approach: "The special church ser
vice is not the only unorthodox way that young reli
gious leaders are attempting to reach out," the pro
fessor said. 

Faiths such as Judaism and Catholicism are try
ing to round up young people at bars and restau
rants, encouraging them to have a bite to eat along 
with a beer or glass of wine. The gatherings eventu
ally lead to a discussion about fai th and issues sur
rounding it. 
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Woman's Choice 
!?>When officials from a township birth control 

office got hold of Zhou Jiangxiong in May 1998, 
they hung him upside down, repeatedly whipped 
and beat him with wooden clubs, burned him with 
cigarette butts, branded him with soldering irons and 
ripped his genitals off. 

The 30-year-old farmer from Hunan province 
was tortured to death because the officials were try
ing to make him reveal the whereabouts of his wife, 
suspected of being pregnant without permission. 

Right Direction 
!?>Who would have thought that a 40 percent di

vorce rate in America would be good news? (The di
vorce statistic, by the way, is skewed because people 
who divorce once are likely to divorce many times. 
Example: Assume five married couples: four of the 
couples remain married until death separates them. 
One couple marries and divorces five times. That 
would give a total of 10 marriages and 5 divorces for 
a rate of 50 percent, whereas considering the origi
nal five couples alone, the rate is 20 percent - one 
out of five.) 

@Christian Davenport (Washington Post, Feb. 28, 
2001) in commenting on a trend toward discourag
ing divorce points to a wave of legislation that has 
appeared on state agendas across the country in the 
last few years aimed at reducing a divorce rate that 
many see as the cause for a variety of taxing social 
ills. 

• In Arkansas, Gov. Mike Huckabee declared a 
"state of marital emergency" and vowed to cut the 
state's divorce rate in half. 

• Oklahoma Gov. Frank A Heating announced a 
$10 million initiative to cut his state's divorce rate by 
a third. 

• Utah created a Commission on marriage in 
1998 to promote marriage and relationship classes in 
the state's high schools. 

• A New Mexico Republican state senator intro
duced a bill that would give people who complete 
premarital preparation courses a $100 tax credit. 

• In 1998, Florida enacted a law similar to one 
in Maryland, but it goes a step further: If couples 
don't take a marriage preparation course, they must 
wait three days to get a license. It also requires high 
school seniors to take a marriage preparation class. 

Rep. Elaine Bloom, who sponsored the Florida 
legislation, said, "The more you can keep families to
gether, the better it is for society." 
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About 2,000 years ago Jesus said, "Have ye not 
read, that he who made them from the beginning made 
them male and female, and said, For this cause shall a 
man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife; and the two shall become one flesh? So that they 
are no more two, but one flesh. What theref0re God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder." 

Genome 
taChicago Tribune (Feb. 19, 2001) reports that 

the human genome lias about 30,000 genes, give or 
take a couple of thousand, which is about equivalent 
- well, there is no nice way to put this - to corn ... 
which may confirm something we have long sus
pected about some people. The redeeming feature is 
that human genes are really, really complex, and the 
corn gene is simple. 

Ronald Kotulak (Tribune, Feb. 18, 2001) opined 
that the complexity of the human genome proves in
telligence and free will. Dr. Francis Collins looks at 
the genetic structure of man, beast, and vegetables 
and sees God - that is, he sees order, plan, and de
sign and therefore a Creator. 

If's About rime 
Oisidore (of Seville), Spanish theologian, and en

cyclopedist, has been dead 13 centuries, but media 
reports out of Vatican City say that the Catholic 
Church will name Isidore the patron saint of the In
ternet (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 18). 

JSJ Million 
ONEW YORK- Total U.S. church membership 

is 151,097,906 in 320,697 congregations, according 
to the 2001 Yearbook of American and Canadian 
Churches. Three-fourths of those members belong to 
the 10 largest denominations. 

The nation's biggest denominations are the Ro
man Catholic Church and Southern Baptist Conven
tion, which posted increases of 373,048 and 
122,400, respectively, from the previous year. 

The third-ranking United Methodist Church de
clined by 33,841 members. Also showing losses were 
the American Baptist Churches (53,012), Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (28,557), Lutheran 
Church Missouri, Synod (11,964) and Presbyterian 
Church (USA) (13,775). (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 16, 
2001). 

Pardoa Me 
OCarlos Vignali won a commutation after serving 

six years of a 15-year sentence for distributing 800 
pounds of cocaine from California to Minnesota, 
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where it was sold as crack. Why the kid-glove treat
ment from the Comeback Kid? As the Los Angeles 
Times explained, Vignali's f~tther, Horacio, is a.gener
ous political donor. Since his son's autumn 1994 trial, 
the elder Vignali has made $160,000 in political dona
tions, some to Republicans but most to Democratic 
campaign committees and elected officials including 
Rep. Xavier Becerra (D, Calif. ), one of several Demo
cratic lawmakers who wrote the White House on 
Vignali's behalf. 

$President Clinton pardoned Charles Wilfred 
Morgan III, an Arkansan who spent three years in 
jail for cocaine distribution in the 1980s. Morgan's 
lawyer was former Clinton White House counsel 
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William Kennedy III. Morgan's stepfather, George 
Billingsley, donated $42,200 to Democrats in the 
1990s. Did these contributions facilitate the pardon? 
Billingsley told the Wall Street journal: "You'd like to 
think that it had some influence." 

<ilPalm Beach attorney Arnold Paul Prosperi 
evaded taxes on $3 million he embezzled from clients. 
President Clinton commuted his three-year sentence 
before Prosperi, free on bond, spent even a night in 
the slammer. Clinton's old college pal donated 
$45,000 to the preservationist White House Histori
cal Association. Prosperi is suspected of embezzling 
this sum, too. 

@Manhattan attorney Harvey Weinig pleaded 
guilty in September 1995 to laundering $19 million 
in cash for the Cali cocaine cartel. In 1994, the Daily 
News' Greg B. Smith reports, Weinig was involved in 
the kidnapping of a businessman who owed money 
to the drug ring. President Clinton commuted 
Weinig's 11-year, three-month sentence, springing 
him five and a half years early. 

Question 
@If you are what you do, what are you if you do 

nothing? 

Rotten 
<i>An indication that I'm out of step with the times: 

When my wife, brother-in-law and I went recently to 
the new General Cinemas multiplex on the Northwest 
Side, I had a bad reaction to the sign at the ticket win
dow: "No children under 6 admitted after 6 p.m. to 
any R-rated feature" (Chicago Tribune, Feb. 12, '01). 

Tut-Tuting 
@WASHINGTON - British anti-abortion 

groups are outraged that teenage girls as young as 16 
now can buy the morning after pill, RU-486, in phar
macies without a prescription. Britain is following 
France, which has been allowing such sales for al
most two years. Last year France upped the ante by 
allowing school nurses to dispense the pills in high 
school and junior high schools (Clarence Page, 
Chicago Tribune, Feb. 7, 2001). 
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[We again express appreciation to Earl Davis of 
Chicago for consistently sending pertinent clippings 
from the Chicago Tribune. As previously stated, we 
think of good friend Earl as a partner and co-editor in 
this column. He sometimes objects to our notes of 
gratitude, which reminds us of a quote from William 
Faulkner, Maybe the only thing worse than having to 
give gratitude constantly all the time, is having to re
ceive it. Anyway, thanks again Earl for your help, and 
encouragement. We need all the help we can get!] 

Sex Change 
R~iiachel Gordon, San Francisco Chronicle staff 

writer says that San Francisco is about to provide 
health care benefits for city workers undergoing sex
change procedures. 

Starting July 1, if the plan gets the expected ap
proval from the Board of Supervisors and Mayor 
Willie Brown, the city's health plan will cover sex
change operations, hormone treatment and related 
medical needs for city employees changing from 
male to female or female to male. 

"This is very much a civil rights issue," said Su
pervisor Mark Leno. "This is about equal benefits 
for equal work." 

"I took out a loan to pay for my initial surgery," 
said Sgt. Stephan (nee Arana) Thorne, who has 
served with the San Francisco Police Department for 
16 years. Thorne, who started hormone treatment to 
change from female to male in 1993, paid $7,000 for 
surgery and several thousand dollars more for spe
cialized psychotherapy not covered by the city's 
health plan. Continued doses of testosterone cost 
about $150 a year. He is still a girl. 

Changing sex doesn't come cheap. For males 
changing to females, surgery costs about $37,000. 
The surgical cost for females becoming males runs 
considerably more, about $77,000. (Hardly equal.) 

"The surgery I'm looking at, after my chest sur
gery, is a complete hysterectomy," said Arana, 43, 
who says he has known since he was a preschooler 
that he was born into the wrong sex. "When I was 4, 
I saw the movie 'Finocchio.' At the end of the movie, 
the blue fairy came down and turned Finocchio into 
a real boy," Arana said. "I knew at that time that I 
needed a blue fairy to turn me into a real boy." She is 
still a boy, but maybe not a real boy. 

Yo Momma 
<9>Not satisfied with having infuriated Christians 

by exhibiting a dung-splattered painting of "The 
Holy Virgin Mary" in 1999 that was composed of 
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cutouts from pornographic magazines and lumps of 
elephant dung, the Brooklyn Museum has now 
scheduled an exhibit including a photo in which 
Christ at the Last Supper is portrayed as a nude 
woman with her arms outstretched." 

The series of photographs by black artist Renee 
Cox, entitled "Yo Mama's Last Supper" is an assault 
on Christianity and is inspired by radical feminism. 

The Brooklyn Museum gets six-figure subsidies 
from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Na
tional Endowment for the Humanities and the Insti
tute of Museum and Library Services. Federal pro
grams giving them your tax-dollars. (NEA gave the 
museum over $500,000 between 1996 and 1999, the 
NEH kicked in another $135,000.) 

Another ~nt 6oo~ from 
Fred-Harcftman Lectures 

Everyday Christianity 

This book contains articles by such notable men as 
Maxie Boren, Franklin Camp, Winford Claiborn, Ralph 
Gilmore, J. Noel Merideth, David Pharr, Billy Smith, Don 
W. Tarbett, Clyde Woods, Guy N. Woods, Dowell Flatt, 
W.T. Hamilton. There are 60 additional authors (all of 
whom gave their best effort to the writing of the 84 
lessons, which are enduring. This volume contains the 
index for the lecture books 197Q-1984. 419 pgs. 1984 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Covenants Old and New 
Overcoming Wony 
Help for the Preacher's Wife 
More Preaching on Congregational Development 
Older Women Teaching Younger Women 
The Family- Training for Now and Eternity 
Practicing Christianity at Home 
Christian Graces: The Grace of Tolerance 
Overcoming Apathy 
How to Make Young People Stronger In the Faith 
The Christian and Suffering 
Overcoming Worldliness Everyday 
Developing the Servant Attitude 
Lectures on the Book of Revelation 
The Grace of Love 
Elders and Everyday Christianity 
Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $3.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had @worldnet.att.net 
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Gimme That Old Time Religion 
flOld-style rigorous religious debate was bruis

ing, tough, and frequently impolite, but it served a 
function. Homo Sapien is a credulous creature, ready 
to believe just about anything, but, fortunately, he 
has an innate love of argument. Controversy sharp
ened our great faiths and pushed them, however 
painfully, towards some form of intellectual coher
ence. More than that, it acted as a filt~r for the worst 
of the nonsense that people would otherwise be 
tempted to accept. Now that filter has disappeared. 
The more established religions are gutted, sunk into 
PC blandness,· or, ironically, introspective fundamen
talism. In their intellectual retreat they have left be
hind a spiritual landscape in which anything goes. 

We are becoming a nation of nitwit necroman
cers, idiot astrologers, and suburban shamans. Oth
ers prefer to fool around with crystals, commune 
with UFOs, or worship the earth. 

P11reatal Coafrol Curbs Teen Drug Use 
$THE WASHINGTON TIMES, Feb. 22, 2001, 

reports that teenagers with parents who enforce cur
fews and monitor their children's TV and music hab
its are less likely to use drugs, says a report released 
yesterday by the National Center on Addiction and 
Substance Abuse. 

"Mothers and fathers who are parents rather than 
pals can greatly reduce the risk of their children smok
ing, drinking and using drugs," said Joseph Califano, 
president of CASA, an umbrella national organization 
based at Columbia University that studies substance 
abuse. 

However, seven in 10 youths are living in house
holds where their parents have few or no rules for 
their children's behavior. 

Teens with parents who are "hands off" and im
pose no restrictions on them are at four times the risk 

A treatise on correctly Interpreting the Bible 

When Is an Example Binding? 
by Thomas Warren Ph.D 

A detailed study of the question as to when 
an account of action In the Bible can be used 
correctly to show that some action is binding 
on men living today. paperback 168 pgs. 

$8.00 
$3.00 s/h • Texas residents include 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
1-800-572-3619 



to smoke, drink or use drugs than teens living in a 
house with rules. Whether living with both parents or 
a single parent, teens are better off with "hands on" 
parenting, the survey says. 

"When parents feel as strongly about drugs as they 
do about asbestos, we will have drug-free schools," 
said Mr. Califano, former secretary of health, educa
tion and welfare. 

A teacher explained that she recently was with 
several dozen high school students who were asked 
about shock rapper Eminem's music. 

"I was amazed that kids said their parents didn't 
have any objection to their listening to Eminem. No
body said anything. And all I could think of was, 
'Come on. There should be some noes in the world."' 

West Hollywood 
!9iUntil recently West Hollywood residents 

owned their dogs and cats. Now, the animals are on a 
little more equal footing. 

Saying the move recognizes the rights of animals, 
the West Hollywood City Council on Tuesday voted 
to change all references in city ordinances from "pet 
owner" to "pet guardian." 

West Hollywood becomes the first municipality 
in California to decide that people don't own pets, 
they just watch over them, joining Boulder, Colo
rado, as the only other city in the nation to officially 
codify the change. 

Changing the designation from "owner" to 
"guardian," West Hollywood supporters say, denotes 
a higher level of responsibility for other living crea
tures and is in the best interest of the pets. 

"This is a way to educate people that animals are 
individuals with interests and personalities of their 
own." 

Under Michigan law a guardian may not consent 
to the sterilization of a ward. While a dog "owner" 
can spay or neuter their pet, he says, a dog "guard
ian" would be required to respect the reproductive 
rights of his "ward." 

West Hollywood leaders say they have no inten
tion of going that far. 

Syphilis Outbreak 
@ATLANTA, Associated Press - An outbreak of 

syphi lis in Southern California last year has provided 
alarming new evidence that gay and bisexual men are 
lowering their guard against AIDS, the government 
said Thursday. 

More than half of the syphilis cases in a four
county area during the first half of 2000 were in men 

who reported having had at least one male sex part
ner- up from 26 percent a year earlier. 

Health officials said the numbers are a signal that 
gay and bisexual men, encouraged by news of power
fully effective drug cocktails and longer life spans for 
AIDS patients, are worrying less about HIV. Both 
HIV and syphilis are sexually transmitted. 

HIV "is no longer perceived to be the threat that 
it once was," said Dr. Ronald Valdiserri, deputy direc
tor of the National Cen ter for HIY, STD, and TB Pre
vention, part of the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention. "These are very serious findings." 

The Southern California cases and similar out
breaks in other major cities came after the national 
syphi lis rate dropped in 1999 to its lowest level on 
record. Just 6,657 cases were reported in 1999, the 
last year for which national figures are available, or 
about one case per 40,000 people. 

Syphilis outbreaks in major cities "show that the 
disease can make a comeback," said Ken August, 
spokesman for the California Department of Health 
Services. "It's important for health-care providers to 
ask patients about their behavior and to deliver a 
strong prevention message." 

Your 
Mama 
Don't 
Dance 
By Cindy and Glenn Colley 

Getting out of rhythm with contemporary 
parenting philosophies and back in step with God. 

This book is not about being so serious and strict that 
parents don't enjoy their children. It teaches how to be 
serious and strict in such a way as to really enjoy them! 
Reject many current parenting ideas and myths, and get 
back to being what children really need: God-loving, 
children-loving, sensible, sacrificing parents. Children 
need parents who don't dance the world's dance of self
indulgence, of rearing children to define success in 
dollars instead of righteousness, of choosing finances 
over family. 

This 13-chapter book is excellent for classes or for 
private study. It is an excellent tool to help parents reach 
all of the blessings God has reserved for Godly parents. 

$7.95 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800} 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 
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In four California counties - Los Angeles, San 
Diego, Orange and Riverside - 66 of 130 syphilis 
cases from January to July 2000 were in gay or bi
sexual men, compared with 26 of 100 cases in the 
same period in 1999. 

Of the 66 cases in 2000, 33 reported they sad had 
anonymous sex, and 17 said they had met sex partners 
in bathhouses. Only one in five reported using a con
dom during his most recent sexual encounter, and two 
in five reported using illegal drugs. 

"These men were engaging in high-risk sexual 
behavior," Valdiserri said. "When we see reports of 
increasing risk behaviors, that's when we take action. 
We don't wait till we see the spike nationally" in Hrv. 

Thirty-four of the 66 men reported they were 
HIV-positive, and nine said they did not know their 
HIV status. 

"You've got people who are doing well on the 
(HIV) drugs and believe that they don't have to worry 
about infection," said John Schunhoff, chief of public 
health operations for Los Angeles County. "Some 
people argue that there is burnout. They get weary of 
being protective." 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD-ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. A large photographic section i.l 
included. 1itles include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gaspe/Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

$2.50 shipping and handling- Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800.572·3619 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

The Gospel for Today 
Sermons delivered in a gospel meeting in Port Arthur, Texas 
in 1937, addresses on Adventism, Millennialism, and 
Instrumental Music questions, and various other sermons 
and speeches. Chapters from the original '"Certified Gosper 
have' been lengthened to a full discussion of the subjects. 
Additional material on the millennia! movements of Russell
ism, Rutherfordism (Jehovah's Witnesses), and Bollism, the 
premillennialism from Louisville, Ky., once stopped, but 
showing signs of new life. Other new sections deal with the 
Neo-Orthodox Movement with Its rash of translations and 
versions of so-called new Bibles; the section on the Mission 
and Medium of the Holy Spirit; the section on controversies 
that has been labeled '"Current Issues." Brother Wallace 
believed that the church is in a squeeze between •anti-ism" 
and the liberal elements of "modernism." The sections 
dealing with these controversies seek to clarify the issues 
and point out the path of truth. 
BKAM03 hardback 736 pgs ......................................... 29.95 

God's Prophetic Word 
12 chapters: The Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; The Church Age; 
The Throne of David; The Second Coming of Christ- Is It 
Imminent?; The Second Coming of Christ- Is It 
Premillennial?; Seventh Day Adventism - Its Origin and Its 
Errors; The Consequences of Premillennialism; Anglo
lsraelism; Excursus on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the 
appendix, •passages from the Pioneers" provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premillennialism and to help 
guard the church against this Insidious doctrine. 
BKAM07 paperback 573 pgs ....................................... 18.95 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

A comprehensive treatment of the issues concerning the 
second coming of Christ, and the ,housand years reign• or 
premlllenialism, which some connect with that event. 
BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs ....................................... 17.95 

The One Book 
Divided into over 244 topics, overflowing with information. 
Topics include: Exodus, Type and Antitype; The Shadow of 
Things to Come; What the Holy Spirit Does, Character and 
Mission of Samson; The Gospel in a Nutshell; Prayer and 
Salvation; Is an Alien a Sinner?; The Sin That Has No 
Forgiveness; The Most Prolific Source of Infidelity; Choosing 
by Faith; Fools for Christ's Sake; The Success and Failure of 
the Gospel; The Refuge of Lies; On Fasting; Formula for 
Elders; Use of Word Children/Child; Rule by Elders or 
Committees?; Gospel of 10 Words; Misapplied Passages; 
Scriptural Argument Against Dancing; Jude's Abbreviated 
Exhortation; Seven Controverted Questions, and many more. 
BKAM06 hardback 528 pgs ......................................... 24.95 

$4.00 shipping and handling tor one book 
add .75 tor each addiUona/ book ordered 
Texas residents add B.25%sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 



Q A 
By Guy N. Woods, deceased 

Question: Does love for man take precedence over 
the laws (commandments) of God? Is love the 

highest moral principle, and to be exercised, though 
such involve disregard of the divine edicts? Is it true 
that what is right may indeed differ in any given situ
ation, depending on what the loving' response is? Is 
there an intrinsic conflict between the way of law 
and the way of love through Christ? 

Answer: Such an instance is alleged when Paul is 
said to have ignored our Lord's teaching: Jesus 

said, "Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn 
away from the one who wants to borrow from you" 
(Matt. 5:42). But for a special situation in Thessal
onica Paul ignored that teaching and gave this moral 
instruction: "For even when we were with you, this 
we commanded you, If any will not work, neither let 
him eat..." (2 Thess. 3:10-12). 

This is hardly an instance of situation ethics! 
Were we to concede the conflict between Christ and 
Paul which the author alleges, this passage puts Paul 
in the position of the defender of law against love. 
Did not the apostle know that the welfare state, in 
which every person may do his own thing, without 
the annoying problem of making a living, is the high
est realization of love? And, besides, the world owes 
us a living; and wealth and property ought to be 
re-distributed, anyway. To demand, as the apostle 
does, that a man must work before he can eat, is law, 
on its lowest level, not love! This is situation ethics . 

. Of course, we concede no such conflict between 
Paul and Christ. The effort does gross injustice to 
our Lord and the. great apostle. Our Lord's edict, 
"Give to the one who asks you," must be interpreted 
in the light of its context and in harmony with his 
teaching elsewhere. "If ye shall ask anything in my 
name, that I will do" Uohn 14:14). To ask in his 
name, is to ask by his authority and in keeping with 
·his will. Since he gives in this manner, he does not 
require of us to act in any fashion contrary to his 
will. To give indiscriminately is not love. A gun to a 
would-be murderer, charity to a deceiver, alcohol to 

a drunkard are not acts of love, but of injury. Fur
ther, Paul's injunctions to the Thessalonians, 
grounded as they were in the well-being of the 
people to whom he wrote, actually exhibited the 
principle which Jesus taught. Strange indeed that a 
writer affecting loyalty to the Scriptures would at
tempt to array Paul against Christ. The effort borders 
on blasphemy. 

We are informed that "Jesus himself approved 
the action of David and his companions when, on a 
time of special need, they ate the bread which was 
lawful only for the priests to eat" (Lev 24:5-9; 1 
Sam. 21:6; Mark 2:23-28). 

By R. L. Whiteside 
Doctrinal Discourses 

Recognized by many as one of the best in a study 
of some vital doctrinal issues. The articles, some from 
religious journals, others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside's study 
and understanding of the Word. The articles range in 
time from the 1890s to 1950. David Lipscomb and J.A. 
Harding were major influences in brother Whiteside's 
early years. Hardback • 386 pgs. 

"He came as near getting everything out of a 
passage of Scripture that the Holy Spirit put into it and 
then stopping, as any man I ever knew .... He was 
anxious not to go one step further." 

Cled Wallace, Jan. 18, 1951 

$7.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Reflections 
A hook of Bible· an~wers to perplexing questions. 

Study of these answers with their wealth of seasoned 
wisdom will increase your·knowlede and love of God 
and his Word, enrich your life as a Christian, open for 
you avenues to greater activity and enlarge the 
borders of your usefulness to mankind. It is the 
answer to your quest for truth. Hardback • 514 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
· Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$3.50 s&h for both books 

Firm Foundaton • 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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The Pharisees charged the disciples with violat
ing the law of Moses because they gathered a portion 
of grain on the sabbath day to allay hunger. The 
charge was false (Deut. 23:25); it was the Talmud, 
not the law, which did this. Jesus replied by pointing 
out that on an occasion of special need David ate 
bread lawful only for the priests to eat. The Pharisees 
justified David's act; yet, they condemned an act 
identical in principle on the part of the disciples of 
Jesus. The allegation of the writer under review is 
that the disciples of Jesus violated the law, and that 
Jesus justified it by an appeal to the case of David. 

The conclusion does not follow. Jesus cited the 
case of David, and the shewbread, but he did not ap
prove of David's action, either here, or elsewhere, in 
this instance. It is an argument ad hominem, an ap
peal to their own reasoning; and, it ran like this: 
David's action, in this matter was in violation of the 
law, yet you justify him in it; my disciples engaged in 
an act which the law permits, yet you condemn 
them. Jesus taught his disciples to observe all of the 
law, even its most minute portions, observing that 
not one "jot" or "tittle" should pass until all was ful
filled. He warned that "Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, and teach 
men so, shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt. 5:17-20). If we are at liberty tore
gard love as the only "universal and permanently 
binding ethical rule," as the writer under review al
leges, taking precedence over all of the divine edicts 
of Scripture, every man becomes a law unto himself; 
reason, not faith, determines the proper course, and 
the New Morality becomes the order of the day. Paul 
and Christ are in no sense in conflict, and the allega
tion is therefore false. Open Forum 

Freed-Hardeman Lectures (pp. 18-19). 

••••• 
(In a follow-up article, brother Woods re-visits 

this question and gives some additional information.) 

Q uestion: Does love for man take precedence 
over the laws (commandments) of God? Is love 

"the highest moral principle," and to be exercised, 
though such involve disregard of the divine edicts? Is 
it true that what is "right" may indeed differ in any 
given situation, depending on what the "loving" re
sponse is? Is there an "intrinsic conflict between the 
way of law and the way of love throug~ Christ?" 

Answer: In an earlier answer we have examined, 
in detail, the writer's allegation that "situations 

do arise in which more than one moral alternative 
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must be considered." Another such instance, we are 
informed, occurred when Paul "ignored" our Lord's 
teaching! 

The questioner wrote: 

jesus said, 'Give to the one who asks you, and 
do not turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you" (Matt 5:42). But for a special 
situation in Thessalonica Paul ignored that 
teaching and gave this moral instruction: "For 
even when we were with you, we gave. this rule: 
if a man will not work, he shall not eat' (2 Thess 
.3:10-12). 

This is hardly an instance of situation ethics. 
Were we to concede the conflict between Christ and 
Paul which the author alleges, this passage puts Paul 
in the position of the defender of law against love! 
Did not the apostle know that the welfare state, in 
which every person may do his own thing, without 
the annoying problem of making a living, is the high
est realization of love? And, besides, the world owes 
~~us" a living; and wealth and property ought to be 
re-distributed, anyway. To demand, as the apostle 
does, that a man must work before he can eat, is law, 
on its lowest level, not love! This is situation ethics. 

Of course, we concede no such conflict between 
Paul and Christ. The effort does gross injustice to 
our Lord and the great apostle. Our Lord's edict, 
"Give to the one who asks you ... " must be inter
preted in the light of its context, and in harmony 
with his teaching elsewhere. "If ye shall ask anything 
in my name, I will do it." Uohn 14:14.) To ask in his 
name, is to ask by his authority and in keeping with 
his will. Since he gives in this manner, he does not 
require of us to act in any fashion contrary to his 
will. To give indiscriminately is not love. 

Open Forum, pp. 303-304 
Freed-Hardeman Lectures 

Fp 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. Woods 

John •••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••• $14.99 
James •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.99 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude ••••••••••• 14.99 

$3.00 shipping for one book 
add .SOles for additional books 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory 

Advenising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republic.net 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

-Alaska- Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
99701. (907) 456-4921. p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Northport (fuscaloosa & Universiry of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (I.l miles inside 1-285). 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

- Mississippi -

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a. m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. . .... 
Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 Houston - Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 

Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 - California -

Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 

d h Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., We . 7 p.m. Jos W d ( ) 
33 3

8
66 Miller, preacher. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., e . 7 p.m. 417 4- . 

-Colorado-
Farmington- Sunnyvicw Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m. , Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6.mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 ot 373-7277. 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Free with any book order
whll• •upp/1 .. /aat 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whitten, preacher 

Cari"9 & Sliarif19 
Newsfetter · 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Klcm Area Church of Chnst, 20802 Hufsmlth
Kohrville Rd., T omball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H . A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on H wy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-25 15. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of T exarkana on 
Hwy 67. M ark M iller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (28 1) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen H ahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Rcdland Rd. , just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (21 0) 496- 1346 

'"" 1// \/" Of I'"'''·' 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25 % tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Virginia -
H ampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
H i ll Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ , 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(eni111J'cd crhiion} 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by l ottie Beth Hobbs 

For !hose who have experienced discourage
men!, disappointmenl, pain, grief, doubl, this 
book of encouragement, enlighlment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapler endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 pius $2.50 s&h. 
Tex.u residenl> add 8.25% rax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fa ll. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 
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-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-142 1.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - N orthside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 

A brief study of lliblc history and major Christian 
movernen1s in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Hurl on CoiTmuo 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments In the Decalogue. Each 
commandment Is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Texss rosldents sdd 8.25% tsx 

Request special price. 

Order from Firm Foundation 

:Ffowers 
rrfiat f}{g,ver 
~acfe 

The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion .is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Wanted: sound conservative preacher. Please send 
resume to the Church of Christ, Box 5 62, 
Marysville, OK 73057. For information, please 
call after 9:00 p.m., (405) 867-5230, 756-3556, 
867-5276 •• 

Wanted: Preacher/Minister - the eldership of a 
well-established congregation of 120 in Central 
California, is seeking a sound, conservative gospel 
preacher. Please send resume, references, and an 
audio tape to: Church of Christ, 2912 N. Chester 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93306, or e-mail address: 
tuckerjs@msn.com. For more info call (661) 872-
5166. 

Minister wanted: Small congregation looking for a Wanted: Full-time pulpit minister. Please send 
preacher. If you like small town country life close resume with either audio or video tape to Utica 
to Austin, Texas this is the place for you. Working Church of Christ, 13505 Nineteen Mile Rd., 
the community is part of the job. We would require Sterling Heights, Michigan 48313. Attn: Elders. 
references. Please submit resume (including tape 
(s), film, etc.) to Lexington Church of Christ, PO Conregation of 60 (with elders), located 5 mi. east 
Box 184, Lexington, Texas 78947. of New Orleans, LA, seeks sound gospel preacher. 

Please send resume and inquiries to Village Square 
Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 near Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1165, Chalmette, LA 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible- 70044. For more info call after 5 p.m. CST either 
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and j.V. Russell (504) 271-5279 or Charles Whitley 
experience. Send resume, references, picrure, audio (504) 393-7046. 
or video sermon to Elders, Church of Christ, 922 
S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: Minister needed for Bible-centered congrega-
937-878-1117 or ray-patsypugh@juno.com tion of 60 members in a mountain community of 

14,000 near Yosemite. Send resume and tape/ 
Sound, gospel preacher wanted for a biblically video to Elders, Oakhurst Church of Christ, 50887 
conservative congregation of 65 members desiring Road 632, Oakhurst, CA 93644 or email 
to grow both in spirit and number. The church of churchofchrist@sierratel.com. 
Christ in Anthony, Kansas, seeks a spiritually 
mature, family man to work with, encourage, and Wanted, sound, conservative Gospel preacher. 
teach this dedicated group of Christians. The Please send resume and inquiries to Southside 
Anthony church is financially self- supporting and Church of Christ, 3318 East St., Texacana, AR 
offers a good salary plus a nice, brick home. Send 71854. 
resume and tape to: Anthony Church of Christ, Congregation of 125 (SO% black, SO% white) so 
P.O. Box 322, Anthony, KS 67003. For more miles SW of New Orleans in a fast-growing city of 
information, contact Bill Starks at (620) 842-5351. 100,000 looking for a sound conservative evangelist 
Mature, experienced family man sought for with 8 yrs. full-time experience. Position open Feb. 
preaching at Watertown, N.Y. Must be sound in 1, 2001 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send resume programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. VBS, etc, and motivate congregation to evangelize. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 If you are interested in a long-term commitment 

(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send resume with 3 
Preacher ·Search: So. Calif., 200+ members, 7 references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
Elders, 7 Deacons, 1 Associate/Youth Minister, 1 photo of family and financial requirements to 
Seniors Minister, 1 Spanish Minister, active Deaf Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Ministry and on-site Christian School. Seeking full- Box 117, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872-
time doctrinally sound, conservative gospel 3778. 
preacher to work under elders. Long term 
commitment. For information packet, contact: Family/Youth/lnvolvement minister: Wonderful 
Search Committee, Church of Christ, 33981 opportunity for an dynamic minister (5-10 yrs 
Yucaipa Blvd., Yucaipa, Ca. 92399. Phone 909. experience preferred) to work with a congregation 
797. 1919, Fax 909.797.8219. E-mail: of 400+ members including SO+ youth. Solid 
mainchurch@cybertime.net. eldership with many deacons. Our congregation 
.:::..:;~.:.;:...;...:....:_..=....:.__:.... __________ -is an ideal environment for a hardworking 

·Wanted: We are in need of an experienced Bible-based family. If you believe you are the 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between one God has in mind for our position, send your 
30-55 years of age. This racially diverse resume and philosophy of ministry to: SEARCH 
congregation of 100 members is led by 4 elders. COMMITTEE, Netherwood Park Church of 
Salary is dependent on experience and education Christ, 5100 Indian School Rd. Albuquerque, New 
(large 5-bdr home is part of salary.) This position Mexico 87110 or call (505) 256-7389. Or, email 
wiD be open after March 15, 2001. Send resume us at FYiminister@netherwood.org. Check out 
and video tape of recent sermon to: The Elders, our website, www.netherwood.org for job 
W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G-2296 W. ~escription. Salary $40,000+ depending upon 
Carpenter Rd., Flint, Mich. 48505. qualifications. 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wanrs sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; jim Warren (912) 723-
5196. 

Preachers Available 
Minister available for pulpit preaching in 
congregations 50-60 mi. driving distance from 
Lebanon, TN (615) 237-9938. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Pine Vale Children's Home is searching for a new 
Executive Director. Pine Vale is a residential 
childcare facility located near Corinth, Miss. 
Seeking qualified applicants to submit resume 
before May 30, 2001. The qualifications sought 
are BS in Social Work or related area with 4 yrs. 
experience or MSW or Masters in a related area 
with 2 yrs. experience. Please submit resumes to 
Mr. Clarence Hinton, 1978 Cty. Rd. 700, Corinth, 
MS 38834, (662) 287-1757, fax (662) 665-9720. 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We. also publish curric.ulum and VBS. 

SSOP july 1972 classmates, I am seeking the rest 
of the lectures by our instructors, when we were 
there, 9/70-7/72. I have several classes on reel-to
reel, and am seeking the rest. Let me hear from 
you. Ben Bilyeu, P.O. Box 1452, Cookeville, TN 
38503, (931) 372-5988, bilyeu@usit.net. 

Want to buy: The Present Truth by Foy E. Wallace 
Jr., Reply/price: Richard Crismas, 3634 S. Mentor 
Ave., Springfield, MO 65804 

Want to buy: Firm Foundation Improved Lesson 
Series, Lesson Annual on Uniform Bible Lessons, 
'59-'61. Ed Waggoner, 5518 28th St., Lubbock, 
TX 79407. (806) 793-3621. 

Call for information on our 
graded Bible class curriculums. 

God's Eternal Word 
Go~pel Treasure 

800-572·3619 

Seeking 
Training Up a Child 

by Gwendolyn Webb 
if you have a copy 

that you would sell call 
Firm Foundation 

(888) 367-6216 
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INCARNATION -

Core/Bull's Eye Gospel Refuted 
The aim of this book is to review and 
examine the contention that all matters 
other than the Deity of Christ are not 
important. The first part of this book is a 
review and study of the views and 
teachings of those espousing this view. 
The second part is a direct discussion/ 
refutation of specific points of the "Core 
Gospel" argument. pb, 95 pgs. 

................. $4.50 

The Noahic Flood: Science 
and "The World That Was" 
This book examines the geologic and 
other scientific implications specifically of 
the Noahic flood, and answers many of 
the questions raised by skeptics and 
erases numerous supposed contradic· 
lions which skeptics and atheists say 
exist between science and the Bible. 
Faith in the Bible as the Word of God will 
be fortified by a studyof this book. pb, 
112 pgs ......... ................................ 5.00 

The Second Incarnation 
A Pattern for Apostasy 
A refutation of the Rubel Shelley-Randy 
Harris book The Second Incarnation: A 
Theology for the 21st Century Church. 
Brother Cates has done a thorough, fair, 
and honest evaluation and refutation of 
the fatal error advocated by Shelley and 
Harris in their book. pb, 55 pgs. 

.................... 3.50 

$2.75 s&hlone book • 25¢/ea. additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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2001 VBS 

Finn 
Foundation 
In His Steps 
Lesson 1: His Life and God 

To observe some of the special qualities of 
Christ's life as it related to God, the 
Heavenly Father, and to lay a foundation 
for duplicating them in our lives as they 
relate to God, our Heavenly Father. 

Lesson 2: His Life and the Word of God 
To show the way Jesus used the Word of 
God in proving Himself a faithful servant of 
God. To show how effective the Word of 
God is in overcoming the Devil. To 
encourage teenagers to study the Bible 
more diligently and more consistently in 
order to resist the Devil. 

Lesson 3: His Life as a Gift 
To create a deeper appreciation for the gift 
of Jesus Christ and to motivate the 
student to have a greater gratitude for 
God's grace as well as Jesus' example of 
sacrifice. 

Lesson 4: His Life In Worship and Service 
To present a picture of Jesus' dedicated 
life of worship and service to His Father 
and to apply how we may follow His 
example in the same kind of dedicated 
service today. 

Lesson 5: His Life and Others 
To examine Jesus' attitude toward and 
relationship with others and learn how He 
treated His fellow man. To consider how 
present followers of Christ should deal with 
others and the attitude which they should 
have toward their peers. 

Order your sample kit today! 
1-800-572-3619 

PRSRT STO 

U.S. Postage 

PAJD 

Dallas, TX 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal~ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Tim.othy 2:19 2001 

II Vol. 116 Houston, Texas • June 2001 No. 611 

By Lindell Mitchell 

hen you oppose gambling, you are ac
cused of "trying to legislate morality!" I 
plead guilty. However, all legislation rep

resents someone's sense of morality. "But you are 
trying to impose your convictions on others," others 
shout. Exactly! I respond. My convictions on this is
sue reflect truth, and truth should always prevail. 

It is a moral issue when the government decides 
to derive income from an activity that more ad
versely affects the poor than the rich. It is a moral is
sue when the state encourages citizens to participate 
in an inefficient immoral form of tax gathering. It is 
a moral issue when the state adopts a form of taxa
tion guaranteed to draw off large amounts of money 
from poor people it claims to be helping. Do not be 
deceived by a smoke screen, I urge you not to partici
pate in, promote, or support this vice. 

The Gaming Business Is Built on lies 
Proponents of gambling promise an economic wind
fall that never comes. Gaming robs the poor to subsi
dize the rich. Remember when we Texans were asked 
to vote for .a state lottery? We were assured it would 
provide for schools. Where are they? Recall why the 
lottery was recently modified? Because people had 
abandoned it, realizing they had virtually no chance 
of winning. Casino gambling did not produce an 
economic windfall for Atlantic City, New Jersey. It 
did not produce one for Tunica, Mississippi. It will 

not in your community either. Gaming produces 
great wealth for those who run the game. It brings 
many problems which outweigh any monetary ben
efit. 

Lie two is that gaming is a solid industry provid
ing economic diversification. In fact, it is a dishonest 
business. It is in no sense an industry. It produces no 
legitimate product. Gaming renders no honorable 
service. You have a much greater chance of being 
struck by lightening than winning big at a casino. 
The lottery did not produce what it promised. Gam
bling ships did not produce what they promised. 
Horse and dog racing did not deliver on their prom
ises. A casinos do not deliver on their promises ei
ther. 

Lie three is that gaming does not take money 
from the poor. The summary report in a congres
sional research project on legalized gambling noted: 
"Gambling is a parasitic business, which is com
pletely nonproductive in that it tends to create no 
new wealth but simply serves to redistribute wealth 
from lower income groups to higher income groups" 
(Congressional Research Service Report No.83-84E, 
Updated, April 22, 1983). Nothing has changed 
about the gambling business. It is still parasitic. It still 
places a tax on people's hope. 

Lie four is that gaming simply allows people to 
gamble. In fact, legalizing a casino means the state 
sanctions and promotes gambling. When govern

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Good Sense 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

f any one lacks wisdom~ "let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him." 
Well, what does this mean? 
If you lack wisdom - and who among us 

has not been confronted by a situation that is 
baffling beyond measure, and longed for a sen
sible answer to the problem - then ask God 
and he will supply the needed knowledge. 

Plain enough. 
But how does God give wisdom to the one who lacks it? 
Does it come by gradual absorption? Does it sink in through 

the pores of the skin - by osmosis? Does it just get into our heads 
somehow - we know not how? Is it a mysterious infusion? ... a 
kind of cosmic accident? 

If so, it comes to the slothful and to the diligent. To the earnest 
and to the careless - the only condition is prayer. 

If a Christian prays for wisdom, it will come to him even if he 
makes no effort and expends no energy, according to those who 
consider the statement of James (1:5) to be unconditional. 

We pray for bread (Matt 6 : 11), but few expect the food to 
come like manna from heaven or multiplied fishes and loaves. We 
do not expect our meals to come to us without any effort on our 
part. The Lord gives the seed, the sun, the soil, and the rain, but 
we supply the sweat. It is a joint effort - a partnership between 
the creature and the Creator. 

We pray for wisdom but should not expect the knowledge to 
come to us without any effort on our part. Paul told Timothy to 
"Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth." 

"Diligence" means to labor- to put forth effort. 
But why? If God just pours wisdom directly on the earnest 

supplicant, why make al].y effort at all. In fact human endeavor, if 
God were the sole source of wisdom, would be sacrilegious. 

God, who gives generously and who does not reproach, will 
surely impart in some mysterious way the good sense we need and 
for which we pray. If the promised wisdom comes by an unac
countable inner process and as a result of prayer alone, then the 
child of God who does not read, meditate, and study will be as 
wise as the disciple who spends countless hours in research and re
flection. If the key is prayer and that only - to endeavor to learn 
by work and effort is to insult God, if he has promised to impart 
wisdom intuitively. 



Paul told Timothy: 
Till I come, give heed to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by 
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Be 
diligent in these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy 
progress may be manifest unto all (1 Tun. 4: 13-15). 

Why should Timothy give himself wholly to study and teach
ing if the information was to come to him by prayer alone? Why 
not simply say, "Timothy, till I come pray for wisdom and it will 
coine to you without any effort on your part (it is blasphemy for 
you to study) and you can teach spontaneously." 

The apostles and other inspired teachers of the first century 
were promised that there would be no need for them to study. 
Jesus told them: 

But when they deliver you up, be not anxious how or what ye 
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
that speaketh in you (Matt. 10:19-20). 

This astounding promise does not apply to saints of all ages. 
The apostles were guided into the totality of truth Gohn 16:13), 
and there is no additional truth to be revealed. If people are still 
receiving religious truth, then the apostles were not guided into all 
truth, and the faith is still not "once for all delivered" Gude 1:3), 
but is continuing to be revealed. 

If revelation continues, then the confirmation must also con
tinue (Heb. 2:12-4). If God breathes everlasting wisdom into the 
mind in a direct and inscrutable manner today, then we should 
continue to "cast out demons; speak with new tongues; take up 
serpents without harm, and drink deadly poison without damage 
and death (Mark 16:17-18). Since no one today is impervious to 
the bite of a diamondback rattler, then no one today is receiving 
wisdom from God with nothing between. 

Still, God does promise to give wisdom to those who ask for it 
Games 1:5). By the way, God also promises to give food and 
health to those who ask for it, but it does not follow that the meat 
and the healing come without means. 

How do we acquire wisdom? Do the redeemed merely say to 
God, "Make me wise," and behold he or she immediately, and 
without effort, become the smartest guy or gal in the country? 

If so, banish the schools! 
The book of Proverbs has much to say about wisdom and how 

it is garnered. Solomon tells us: 
1. He wrote to give us wisdom and understanding (Prov. 1:1-

6)." (By the way if wisdom comes without effort, then Solomon 
wasted his time in giving advice by writing.) 

2. Wisdom is everywhere - it cries aloud in the streets (Prov. 
1:20-21). 

3. To have wisdom we must hear (Prov. 1:8; 4:1,10, 20; 5:1); 
turn (Prov. 1:23); be receptive (Prov. 1:24-25); keep the law and 
obey commandments (Prov. 3:1; 4:4) 

In other words, there is something for us to do -wisdom does 
not come passively ... nor does bread, nor health, nor prosperity. 
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"And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is un
derstanding" Uob 28:28). 

Or, to put the same thought in the words of So
lomon, "This is the end of the matter; all hath been 
heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for 
this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every 
work into judgment, with every hidden thing, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil" (Eccl. 
12:13-14). 

Do not fall into the delusion of thinking that you 
can gain enlightenment or empowerment without 
purpose and effort. And, sad to say, sometime the 
greatest effort, if it is not prosecuted in the fear of 
God, still does not bring the wisdom that secures 
peace of mind, happiness, and eternal bliss. 
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Gambling Is a Bad Bet! 
(continued from page 1) 

ments enter the gaming business they are not neutral 
regarding morals. They are promoting the worst in
stead of the best interest of citizens. 

Gaming Violates the Law of God 
Gaming violates the biblical principle of love. Jesus 
said, "In everything, therefore, treat people the same 
way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets" (Matt. 7:12 NASV). No one. 
gambles so others can win. They gamble hoping oth
ers will lose. The more others lose the more the gam
bler wins. Biblical love will not allow self-seeking 
without regard for others. Paul said, "Do nothing 
from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 
of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; do not merely look out for your own per
sonal interests, but also for the interests of others" 
(Phil. 2:3-4 NASV). The principle of love is clearly 
violated when personal profit is gained through the 
loss of another. 

Gaming violates the divine law of labor and earn
ing. God described the proper way to earn a living. 
Paul said, "Even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he eat .... Now them that are such we com
mand and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with 
quietness they work, and eat their own bread" (2 
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Thess. 10, 12). The proponents of gaming are op
posed to this view. They encourage a "get something 
for nothing" attitude. The enterprise is founded on 
greed instead of productivity and service. 

Gaming violates the biblical principle of steward
ship and economic responsibility. All things belong to 
God. He entrusted his possessions to his stewards. 
Paul said, "For the earth is the Lord's, and all it con
tains" (1 Cor. 10:26). As people entrusted with the 
Lord's possessions there are several things money may 
legitimately be used for: basic needs (2 Thess. 3: 1 0); 
family support (1 Tim. 5: 8); .. ~up port of the Lord's 
work (1 Cor. 16:1-2); meeting the needs of the poor 
(Eph. 4:28); payment of taxes (Matt. 22:21). 

Material resources are not entrusted to anyone 
for the purpose of squandering. 

Gaming promotes greed. 
Jesus warned, " ... Beware, and be on your guard 
against every form of greed; for not even when one 
has an abundance does his life consist of his posses
sions" (Luke 12:15 NASV). Yet the gaming advocates, 
motivated by self-interest, appeal to the greedy ten
dencies of others to sucker them. They try to convince 
people they really can "get something for nothing." 

Gaming is deceptive and dishonest. All the hype 
and promotion focuses on how wonderful it will be 
when you hit the jackpot. They never tell you the 
game is rigged so that the house is assured to keep 90 
percent of what is wagered [Bingo]. It sucks money 
out of the economy that might otherwise be used for 
legitimate business enterprise. 

Gaming is wrong because of the fruit it produces. 
Jesus said, "So every good tree bears good fruit, but 
the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot pro
duce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit" 
(Matt. 7:17-18). Simply listing the fruits of gambling 
condemns the practice: drugs, prostitution, child 
abuse, wife abuse, broken families, bad debt, violent 
crime, addiction, political corruption, more demand 
for social services, etc. It is not hard to see that gaming 
contributes nothing to the common good. 

Gaming undermines good values, mocks work, 
finances crime, robs children, enslaves its addicts, 
subverts governments, and poisons whatever it 
touches. The Bible compels Christians to reject its 
false promises and say no to gambling. The wise man 
said, "Better is a little with righteousness than great 
revenues with injustice" (Prov. 16:8). 

P.O.Box316 
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The Importance of the Book of Ads 
By Hugo McCord 

1 he 39 Old Testament books and the 4 Gospels 
look forward to the book of Acts, and the suc
ceeding 22 New Testament books look back

ward to the book of Acts. It is the support, the ful
crum, on which all the other Bible books are bal
anced, and without which one would wonder why 
the other books were written. 

Sad it is that some gospel preachers, who for
merly preached the importance of the book of Acts, 
now say that the book of Acts is only "the shadow or 
the reflection of a ham sandwich [the four Gospels]," 
and "you \Von't get much nourishment eating the 
shadow or reflection of a ham sandwich." On such a 
"substanceless shadow," writes a veteran gospel 
preacher, the restoration movement has been fed and 
"long ago starved to death. We are a dead move
ment." He continues, "Plugging into any part of the 
Scripture except the Gospels" is "like plugging an 
electric motor into a reflection of a power outlet." 

On the other hand, in God's sight, the whole of 
the Old Testament (cf. 2 Pet. 1:21; Rev. 19:10) and 
the four Gospels are prologues to the book of Acts. 

All of those books, 43 of them, antedate "the be
ginning" of the "n.ew covenant" Qer. 31:31; 2 Cor. 
3:6; Heb. 8:8), which beginning is first described in 
the book of Acts (11:15). 

Before "the beginning" of the "new covenant," 
John the immerser (Matt. 3:1) preached that sinners 
"should believe on the One coming after him, that is, 
on Jesus" (Acts 19:4). And after Jesus had come and 
had "finished" Oohn 17:4) his work, sinners be
lieved on the One who had come, and "were im
mersed into the name of the Lord Jesus," just as John 
the immerser had foretold, a fact first recorded in 
the book of Acts (19:5). 

In a prologue book Jesus had "charged his dis
ciples that they should tell no man that he was the 
Christ" (Matt. 16:20). But on the day of "the begin
ning" of the "new covenant," Peter preached that 
Jesus is "both Lord and Christ," an essential element 
first revealed in the book of Acts (2:36). 

An essential element in the new covenant is the 
baptism commanded in the great commission (Matt. 
28:18-20), but the apostles who heard that com-

mand were instructed to "wait" on its execution un
til they were "endued with power from on high" 
(Acts 1:4; Luke 24:49). One has to turn to the book 
of Acts to read about the coming of the "power from 
on high," and the resultant preaching of the baptism 
of the great commission (Acts 2 :1-3, 36-38). 

An essential element in the new covenant is the 
actual establishment of the "church" (ekklesia, the 
called-out people) . Before the history recorded in the 
book of Acts, the church had existed only in prom
ise: "I will build my church" (Matt. 16:18). It is to 
the book of Acts that one must turn to find the first 
time the church is spoken of as being in existence: 
"Day by day the Lord was adding the ones being 
saved to the church" (ekklesia, Acts 2:47, uncials E, 
P, and Psi; and thereafter 19 times in Acts). 

An essential element in the new covenant is that 
a Christian's physical "body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in him" (1 Cor. 6: 19-20). But that glori
ous doctrine (deity in a human body) was not factual 
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in the days of the four Gospels Oohn 7:39), and was 
not factual until Jesus had been "glorified" in heaven 
(Acts 2:30-33 ). Only then was "the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" promised to baptized believers, namely, "the 
Holy Spirit whom God" gives "to them who obey 
him," a heavenly bestowal first announced in the 
book of Acts (2:38; 5:32). 

An essential element in the new covenant is a 
cancellation of the old covenant's infant membership 
(Exo. 24:8; Heb. 8:11, 13) in favor of each person's 
own personal faith in Jesus when he has "gladly re
ceived the word," a teaching first revealed in the 
book of Acts (2:41). . 

An essential element in the new covenant is the 
cancellation of a national "council" (sunedrion, 
sanedrion, Luke 22:66) in favor of a plurality of "el
ders in every congregation," a fact. first revealed in 
the book of Acts (14:23). 

An essential element in the new covenant is the 
cancellation of sabbath keeping (Exo. 20:8) in favor 

of a "first day of the week" assembly "to break the 
bread," a fact first revealed in the book of Acts (20:7). 

An essential element in the new covenant is the 
proclamation of "a new name, which the mouth of 
the Lord" would name (lsa. 66:2), and which he did 
through two prophets (Barnabas and Saul, Acts 
13:1), who, by a divine revelation (chrematidzo) first 
"called the disciples Christians," a fact first revealed 
in the book of Acts (11 :25-26). 

An essential element in the new covenant is the 
actual kingship of Jesus, after he ascended into 
heaven, as "God had sworn to" David (2 Sam. 7:12-
13; Psa. 89:3-4; 132: 11) that "he would set one of 
his descendants on his throne," a fact first revealed - · 
in the book of Acts (2:30). 

Outside of the book of Acts, there is no com
pletely reliable history of "the beginning" of the 
"new covenant." 
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It's Spring Again 
By Frank Chesser 

I t's spring again~ Naked branches clothe them 
selves with splendorous color. Brooks sparkle 
with new life as they course their way through 

woods· and meadows of green. Birds sing, nest, and 
fly incessantly in search of food for hungry mouths. 
Butterflies wing their way through sunlit skies. Fish 
spawn, flowers bloom and glow and newly attired 
boughs sway gently in balmy breezes as the sym
phony of nature sings its songs of joy. 

It's spring again. Members of the kingdom, once 
saved by grace and redeemed by blood have rejoined 
the ways of the world. Nature robes itsel~ and man 
disrobes. Skimpy apparel becomes commonplace. 
Snakes shed their skin, and men shed their clothes. 
Professed Christians cease walking by faith and com
mence walking by flesh. 

In shame, Adam and Eve hid among the trees of 
Eden. Void of shame, many in spiritual Israel put 
their partially clad form on public display. Emerging 
from the womb of winter, nature arrays itself in re
splendent color. Rising from the sphere of worldli
ness, the image of God wraps itself in the cloak of 
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lasciviousness. Purity gives way to lust. 
Teaching on modesty in dress is seldom done and 

when done, is largely ignored. Such efforts are 
viewed as archaic and out-of-touch with the times. 
The extreme permissiveness of modern society has 
blinded the minds of many in the church with regard 
to the very essence of spirituality. In matters of dress, 
there is often no distinction to be seen between 
members of the church and members of the world. 
Such people are viewed by those in the world as no 
different from themselves and thus, have nullified 
their spiritual magnetism in drawing men to Christ. 

There is no justification for joining spring's pa
rade of flesh. Participation cancels the light of one's 
influence and aligns him with the world. It is wholly 
inconsistent with the principle of holiness, "without 
which no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14). It is 
lascivious in its very nature and "they which do s~ch 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 
5:19-21). 
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The Scriptures Are Complete 
By Burl Curtis 

Many are struggling today wanting to add to 
or take from the Scriptures. They think 
the Bible was suited for the first century 

but, in view of human advancement, parts of it must 
be changed. They really are dissatisfied with some 
things the scriptures teach. 

Herein lies the conflict. The scriptures claim for 
themselves completeness (perfection), and some 
want to use the Bible but are not wiling to accept this 
claim. Like the Jews, "They being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto 
the righteousness of God" (Rom. 10:3). 

Jesus told the apostles he would send the Holy 
Spirit who would guide them into all truth Q ohn 
16:13). Paul told the Ephesian elders, "For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God" (Acts 20:27). How Could Paul have "declared 
all the counsel of God" unless the scriptures are 
complete? The Holy Spirit proclaimed through Peter 
that God "hath given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3) . Is this true, or 
did God lie? Does your superior wisdom see some 
things God missed or should change? 

You may find the completeness of the scriptures 
hard to accept because they do not answer many 
questions you have. They were never given to an
swer all of your questions. God answered Job's ques
tions with more questions Qob 38-41), and Paul 
warns against "foolish questions" (2 Tim. 2:23 ), and 
said, "For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding 
of the prudent" (1 Cor. 1: 19). 

Scripture was given to produce faith not sight. 
"For we walk by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor. 5: 1). "So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by th~ word 
of God" (Rom. 10: 17). God does not want, and per
haps can not tolerate, people who must see everything 
before they accept and remain with him. The Scrip
tures are confirmed by sufficient evidence, but sight, 
and being able to verify in a test tube, would be too 
persuasive. These would cause some to feel they were 
forced into following God when they did not want to. 
God will accept only faith volunteers. Over and over 

God says, "Whosoever will let him come unto me." 
Being over-persuaded to believe or do something one 
does not want to does not bring happiness and free
dom but unhappiness and bondage. 

The Bible is complete in setting forth the require
ments for being accepted into the family God, for ac
ceptable worship, and for living and working for the 
Lord. What the Lord requires every person to do is 
go to the complete guide book, the Bible, and under
stand what it says and do that, no more and no less. 
Optional or expedient things are permitted only 
when they in no way add to, take away, change, or 
set aside this complete guide. To change perfection is 
to destroy it, regardless of how much you may want 
the change. Does the artist change the true color 
when he is having difficulty matching it? Does the 
singer or musician change the absolute pitch just be
cause it is hard to hit? Does the athlete change the 
goal just because he misses it? The artist, musician, 
and athlete follow the guide and seek to improve. So 
we are to "go on unto perfection" (Heb. 6:1), not 
destroy it by changing it to what we like. 

Some among us (it they are still among us; God 
knows) are denying the completeness of the scrip
tures by building bridges of fellowship to denomina
tions. Everything in the complete guide forbids this. 
The Holy Spirit through Paul wrote, ''And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them" (Eph. 5: 11). J. N . Armstrong 
said: 

I exhort every one who wants to be a Christian, 
just such Christians as the Holy Spirit led souls 
to be in other days, to strip himself of all de
nominationalism, to have no fellowship with it. 
Certain it is that no Christian can affiliate with 
and fellowship denominationalism in following 
the Holy Spirit; for that this divine spirit never 
led a Christian into denominationalism is more 
certain than that the sun will rise in the morning 
... unity among saints can never be reached so 
long as denominationalism is perpetuated, and 
he who encourages it, encourages the greatest 
evil in the religious world (Undenominational 
Christianity, pp. 14, 40-41). 
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Did Jesus Err? 
By John Hobbs 

Modern scholars believe that Jesus erred in 
Mark 9:1, which says, '~nd he said unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, There are 

some here of them that stand by, who shall in no 
wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God 
come with power." 

They say since this prediction was not fulfilled as 
he claimed, he obviously erred. 

In Mark 1:15 jesus said, "The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe in the gospel." 

Taking these two passages together we can draw 
the following conclusions: (1) the kingdom being "at 
hand" in 1:15 corresponds to 9: 1 - in the lifetime 
of the people that heard Jesus speak and (2) the time 
was fulfilled, i.e. when the Old Testament prophets 
had foretold of the coming kingdom. 
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In Daniel 2:44 the prophet Daniel said, '~d in 
the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set 
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor 
shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another 
people; but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms and it shall stand for ever." 

Daniel prophesied of a coming kingdom. Either 
the time was fulfilled, or it was not fulfilled. Jesus 
said, "The time is fulfilled." Jesus makes it clear that 
the fulfillment of Daniel's prophesy of a coming 
kingdom is now going to take place in the lifetime of 
those who heard him speak. 

Many people today are looking for Jesus to come 
and establish his kingdom on the earth. However, 
they do not realize that the kingdom Jesus promised 
is established on the earth, and it is the church. 

Mark 9: 1 teaches the kingdom was coming with 
"power." Jesus told his apostles at his ascension to 
stay in Jerusalem "until ye be clothed with power 
from on high" (Luke 24:49). He also told them, "But 
ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you" (Acts 1:8). These verses teach that the 
kingdom was coming with power, and the power was 
coming when the Holy Spirit came. The Holy Spirit 
did come upon them on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 
2:1-4). Since the Holy Spirit came, the power also 
came, and the kingdom also came on that day. 

F.F. Bruce sees the fulfillment of Mark 9:1 in 
Pentecost. 

Donald Guthrie says, "Mark's and Luke's word
ing could readily be interpreted of the commence
ment of the present activity of the kingdom empow
ered by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost." To deny this 
thesis Burton Coffman says, "One must hold the 
Lord of Life to have been in error in his alleged 
meaning in [Mark] 9:1." And yet, this is exactly the 
position that many modern scholars take. 

The church is God's kingdom on earth. While 
the Bible teaches that the kingdom is broader than 
the church (Heb. 12:22-29), the church is the fulfill
ment of the kingdom prophesies. 

The church is a kingdom of God, [heaven] on 
earth. The church and kingdom have the same marks 
of identity. A study of scripture reveals they are not 
separate institutions on the earth. 



Identifying Mark ------------- Kingdom ------- Church 
1. Used interchangeably Matt. 16:19 Matt. 16:18 
2. Both are comprised of saints Col. 1:13 Col. 1:2 
3. Both are blood-purchased Rev. 5:9-10 Acts 20:28 
4. Both are comprised of priests Rev. 1:6,9; 5:9-10 1 Tim 3:15,1 Pet 2:5 
5. The terms of entrance John 3:5 Eph. 5:26, Tit. 3:5 
6. The memorial supper Matt. 26:26-29 1 Cor. 11:20-27 
7. The glory and exaltation Isa. 2:2-3 Eph. 3:21 
8. The time of deliverance 1 Cor. 15:24 1 Thess. 4:16-17 
9. Both have the same owner John 18:36 Matt. 16:18 

10. Christians are in both Rev. 1:6 Rev. 1:4 
11. God to establish David's throne 2 Sam. 7:12-16 Acts 2:29££, Heb. 1 
12. Word to go forth from Jerusalem Isa. 2:2-3 Luke 24:47 
13. Established in the latter days Is a. 2:2-3 . __ Acts 2:17-4 7 
14. All nations shall flow into it Isa. 2:2-3 Mark 16:15-16 
15. The time of establishment Dan. 2:44 Mark 1:15; Luke 3:1 
16. Ruler over its inhabitants 1 Tim. 6:15 Eph. 5:23 
17. Reward for the faithful Matt. 25:31-34 1 Cor. 15 :58 

The conclusion is obvious. The church and kingdom in this present age have the same owner, ruler, terms of 
admission, membership, memorial supper, etc. In this present time period on the earth, they are identical. The 
same group of people who follow the same Lord are identified from two different perspectives. Passages like 
Colossians 1:13, Revelation 1:6; 1:9; 5:9-10 along with many others make it abundantly clear that the prom
ised Old Testament kingdom is now in existence! If one denies this, then he is saying Jesus was in error in 
Mark 1:14-15 and 9:1. 
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Re-baptism? 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

(

an a person be "re-baptized"? Should a per
son be "re-baptized"? If so, why? These 
questions come up from time to time when 

members of the church grow in knowledge and ques
tion their own baptism. It is not uncommon for 
people who were baptized as teens or preteens to 
question the validity of their baptism years later. 

The English word baptism is just an Anglicized 
form of the Greek word baptizo, which includes the 
idea of dipping, or immersing. With a re-baptism, 
though, we are talking about more than simply a re
dipping, or re-immersing. 

Jesus told Nicodemus 0 ohn 3: lff) that a person 
must be born again to enter the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus misunderstood Jesus and thought that he 
was talking about a second physical birth and asked, 
"How can a man be born when he is old? Can he en
ter the second time into his mother's womb?" Jesus 
then informed Nicodemus that he was talking about 
a spiritual rebirth and stated that a person must "be 
born of water and of the Spirit" ro "enter into the 
kingdom of God." 

For the same reason a person cannot be born 
physically twice, a person cannot be born spiritually 
twice. While a person can be dipped, plunged or im
mersed numerous times, he can only "be born of wa
ter and of the Spirit" one time. 

When a person questions his baptism, he is ques
tioning whether he was "born of water and of the 
Spirit" when he was baptized. This does not mean 
that he questions whether God did his part but 
whether the person did his. 

In baptism God remits, or washes away, a 
person's sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). The person is saved 
(1 Pet. 3 :21), and God adds the person to the church 
(Acts 2:47). There is no question that God does this 
for everyone who is "born of water and of the 
Spirit." 

For baptism to be a new birth there are qualifica
tions that must be met. First, he must believe (Mark 
16:16). Second, he must repent (Acts 2:38). The re
pentance requires the person obey from the heart. 
Romans 6:17-18 says, "But God be thanked, that ye 
were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
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heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you." 
Obedience from the heart is more than just an 

outward act. Let's say you have a neighbor named 
John. John is not a Christian. You get it into your 
head that maybe if John were baptized, he would be 
pleasing to God and would have some hope for eter
nity. So you and a few friends from the church jump 
John one day when he returns home from work. You 
drag him down to the church building where you 
throw him kicking and screaming into the baptistery, 
making sure he goes completely under. Of course 
God will not smile and accept John's immcr~ion as 
obedience from the heart. -

Obedience from the heart is necessary before a 
person can be made free from sin in the water of bap
tism. "The like figure whereunto even baptism doth 
also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of 
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the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God) by the resurrection of jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

The following quotes apply to the phrase "not 
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the an
swer of a good conscience toward God." 

For a person to be baptized he must understand 
that baptism is a two-way street. God forgives us by 
washing us clean with the redeeming blood of Jesus, 
and we commit ourselves to service in his kingdom. 

As Christians grow and mature in faith, they will 
better understand what happened or should have 
happened on their part at their baptism. As they 
grow in understanding, many will question their 
commitment and understanding at the time of their 
baptism. Just because a person better understands 
years later doesn't mean that he didn't understand 
sufficiently at the time of his baptism. 

If after study and self-reflection, a person comes 
to the conclusion that he didn't obey from the heart 
or didn't have a clear conscience at the time of his 
baptism, then he needs to be baptized, because the 
first experience was not baptism. 

12521 Holy Springs New Hill Road 
Apex, NC 27502 

apexcofc@mindspring.com 

(Note: Albert Barnes says with reference to 1 Pe
ter 3:21: ''The word here rendered "answer," 
eperooteema, means properly a question, an inquiry. 
It is "spoken of a question put to a convert at bap
tism, or rather of the whole process of question and 
answer; that is, by implication, examination, profes
sion" -Robinson, Lexicon. It is designed to mark the 
spiritual character of the baptismal rite in contrast 
with a mere external purification, and evidently refers 
to something that occurred at baptism; some ques
tion, inquiry, or examination, that took place then; 
and it would seem to imply: 

(1) that when baptism was performed, there was 
some question or inquiry in regard to the belief of the 
candidate; 

(2) that an answer was expected, implying that 
there was a good conscience; that is, that the candi
date had an enlightened conscience, and was sincere 
in his profession; and, 

(3) that the real efficacy of baptism, or its power 
in saving, was not in the mere external rite, but in the 
state of the heart, indicated by the question and an
swer, of which that was the emblem. [Barnes' Notes 
on the New Testament]) Fp 
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(The following may sound a little strange to modern ears, but it is well worth reading and pondering. If it is 
too archaic for your taste, we offer our apology.) 

Reason Examined by Interrogatories 
By Alexander Campbell (deceased) 

REASON, what art thou? What dost thou 
know of thyself? Art thou a faculty - an or
gan - or the name of a mere action of a 

thinking being? Art thou a substantive - a verb -
concrete or abstract? Say, art thou the mind's eye -
ear - hand - or the mind itself? Canst thou origi
nate any thing, or dost thou compare, weigh, mea
sure, and decide things created, originated, and fur
nished to your hand? I know not what to call thee, 
nor what to ascribe to thee. Thy worshipers are so 
numerous, I fear their proscription and anathema; 
and yet so divided, I know not to what sect I ought 
to pay my homage. Some make thee every thing, and 
some make thee nothing. Some say thou art a cre
ator, some say thou art but a creature, and some 
make thee neither creator nor creature, but an ideal 
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thing, which has neither substance, attribute, nor ac
cident; without nature, name, or habitation; a phan
tom, an ignis fatuus, like conscience, (thy twin sis
ter,) another name for education! 

In this musing soliloquy style I talked with my
self, as simpletons are wont to do, and Reason made 
me no answer. Indignant at her silence I determined 
to put her to trial by torture, and shall now disclose 
what I compelled her to acknowledge. I asked her, 
could she prove any thing, even her own existence? 
Could she prove there is a God, or there is not? 
Could she prove that he had spoken to man, or that 
he had not; and if he had, that the Bible contained 
his communications, or that it did not? 

After much compulsion and many denunciations, 
she very laconically and quaintly asked me, Can your 
eye prove that it exists, unaided by any thing apart 
from itself? Can it prove that it sees by arguments 
drawn from itself? Can it see itself, or can it see any 
thing by itself alone? Is seeing in the light, or in the 
eye? Is seeing, or the eye, the man, or a part of the 
man? Tell me, said she, are you conscious of any 
thing; and can consciousness prove itself to itself, or 
to any thing else? Torture me not, unless you will 
submit to torture also. But if you will patiently wait 
upon my responses, I will give you a history of my
self. 

I am neither seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, 
nor feeling. I am neither perception, reflection, 
memory, imaginations, nor judgment; I am neither 
love .nor anger; faith nor hope; joy nor sorrow; pas
sion nor affectio~; appetite nor propensity; but I am 
Reason! I compare and decide, and yet am neither 
comparison nor decision; judge and elect, yet am 
neither judgment nor election; I was, ;ure divino, 
monarch of the senses, faculties, tastes, passions, and 
affections, though under certain limitations and re
strictions. I was once the absolute faculty of facul
ties; but now I am but a faculty in company with oth
ers, restricted, limited, and sometimes controlled by 
these which ought always to have been my servants 



- never my masters. My mandates are seldom 
obeyed at all, often resisted, and never yielded, to 
but with opposition, murmurings, protests, and ap
peals. 

I have almost said that I am a faculty; but this is 
because of the barrenness, or rather teeming luxuri,._ 
ance of language. We have the faculty of speech, of 
hearing, of memory - of every thing intellectual and 
physical. We seldom abuse language so far as to say 
we have the faculty of loving or hating, though we 
approximate near those high latitudes when the 
wind and sea run high. But I stand in the inward 
man, in relation to all other faculties, pretty much as 
the eye to all the senses in the outward man; and, 
compared to the organs of the body, I am the hand of 
the soul. Make me the eye and the hand, or unite in 
your conceptions of me the attributes of the eye, and 
the hand, and you begin to conceive of me aright. As 
the eye discovers the relations of things, their magni
tude, attitude, distance, proportion, color, and as the 
hand arranges and disposes of the things within its 
reach; so I perceive the agreement or disagreement 
of ideas with things, and their mutual relations; and I 
arrange and dispose them in such order as to suit my 
designs with respect to myself and every other fac
ulty, passion, appetite, or propensity in man. 

But call me a faculty until a better name can be 
found, and regard me only as a faculty whose exer-
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cises are bounded and circumscribed like the eye or 
the ear -like the memory or the imagination. But as 
the eye cannot see without light, or exercise itself 
without objects; as the hand cannot dispose, arrange, 
or accommodate things, unless they are within its 
reach; so I can do nothing without ideas. These I can 
examine, compare, and arrange; but I must first pos
sess them. I am, therefore, younger than perception, 
younger than memory, younger than sensation; in
deed, I am the youngest of the whole brotherhood of 
faculties which belong to man. The infant sees, 
hears, smells, tastes, feels, and perceives through 
these senses, reflects, remembers, before I am born, 
or before it reasons. As the Lord made not man until 
he had prepared a world for him, so I am not called 
into existence until there is in the magazine of the 
human soul something for me to work upon. 

The principles of reason, unless the phrase 
means the laws which governtne, is a phrase without 
any meaning. There are no principles of memory, of 
seeing, of hearing, nor· of reason. Men have made me 
an Argus, a Proteus, a Centaur - any thing and ev
ery thing; but I am only a mere faculty, a power 
which belongs to man. I can prove nothing; but I can 
decide upon the pretensions of every thing claiming 
to be true or real. But this I can do only by the assis
tance of my fraternity, the faculties of the human un
derstanding, and by my cousins the Five Senses. Take 
away or impair the outward senses, or the objects on 
which they act, and I am like Sampson shorn and his 
eyes extinguished. 

I am a friend to Faith, and always lend her my 
hand in comparing, examining, and deciding upon 
testimony. But when Faith becomes intoxicated with 
the gas of enthusiasm, I permit her to take her own 
course, and make it a rule to aid her in nothing un
less she ask my ajd-. "I am also a friend to Revelation, 
and always vote for her at the polls. I only, however, 
decide upon her pretensions and upon the .meaning 
of her words. She permits my interference, she solic
its my aid no farther; and, indeed, this is all I am able 
to do for her. 

I have many very ignorant, but enthusiastic ador
ers. They make me ashamed by the fanaticism of 
their adulation, and put me to the blush by the ex
travagances of their eulogies. I have been much in
jured by the hypocrisy of many of my devotees; but 
more discredited by the hyperboles of my most sin
cere, but mistaken admirers, some of them confound 
me with Experience and Observation. One says, he 
can, by my aid, prove that an acorn will, under 
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certain circumstances, become a tree, and that this 
tree will produce an acorn. Another says that by my 
aid he will prove that heat is necessary to animal and 
vegetable life; and that without moisture neither ani
mal nor vegetable can exist. Thus he confounds me 
with his eyes and his memory, or with his own obser
vation. He might as well say he will prove that he 
sees by his ear, or that he will prove that he hears by 
his eye. 

Many deify me, and give me the power of creat
ing the ideas which I compare and arrange; and oth
ers, detecting these absurdities, say I am good for 
nothing, an ignis fatuus, a nonentity; and yet I am as 
sinful as Satan. They call me carnal, and will not al
low me to interpret a word in the Bible, or to exam-
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ine an idea which they call spiritual. 
Thus, betwixt my friends and my enemies, I lead 

a miserable life. At one time I am God - at another, 
Satan. Now I am able to prove every thing- then 
able to prove nothing. Again, I am above every thing 
human or animal, and anon every thing is above me. 
I claim neither legislative nor executive power in any 
government. I belong to the judiciary. Give me a seat 
among the judges, and make me independent of the 
caprices of men, and I will give a faithful verdict ac
cording to the law and the testimony in the case. 
Such are my pretensions; and farther than this depo
nent saith not upon the first interrogatory. But on 
the other specifications I beg leave to be heard again! 

Millennia/ Harbinger, 1831, pp. 485-487 
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(This piece was written after its author attended a 
university class for graduate students studying the art 
of writing poetry. His reaction to the class expressed 
in the following poem is an amusing critique of post
modernism and deconstructionism - which also 
plague the religious community. What academia 
claims is proiress may be regression- even deteriora
tion. Anyway, for your enjoyment and edification, 
here is the writing expressed in words- not pictures.) 

Moderne 
(With Two E's and Condescending Smile) 

The academic Guru insisted (demanded) 
we must write our poetry in images -
images, images, images! 

He showed us some Chinese ideograms: 
a boat, wind, man, earth. 

He could have also shown us hieroglyphs 
if he had not forgotten about them. 

But all images are visual; things you see, 
whether real or imaginary; 
they are forms, non-verbal representations. 

So, how do you write non-verbally? 
We draw pictures, foolish one! 
We trace out images. 

They are called pictographs. 
They were used by cave-dwellers 

to record bison kills, 
the migration of antelope herds, 
the frog god siring tadpole gods 
with the seductive watersnake. 

Draw your poems, students, in 
images, images, images! 

Yesterday's verbal poetry is fusty and boring. 
Forget sentences, syntax, and making sense -

it is old-fashioned, out-of-date, not cool 
(that's two syllables: ku-well). 

Find yourself a cave and go to work, 
deconstructing language itself. 

One cave per poet, please. 
And watch out for sabre-toothed tigers! 

-James 0. Dobbs 

~ 

Rescue 
the Perishing 

By Jesse Fonville 

escue the perishing, care for the dying," a 
beautiful, and scriptural, exhortation. We be
lieve it, but do we practice it? It seems that 

the qualities of mercy and forgiveness are hard to 
find today, especially if we're dealing with brethren 
who have said or done something wrong! 

Shouldn't our first efforts be directed toward res
cuing the one sheep that has strayed or has gotten 
out of step with the others? And shouldn't our first 
efforts be to rescue, to salvage, instead of punishing? 
Discipline is one thing, but vengeance is quite an
other. Vengeance does not belong to us; yet, isn't 
that what we see happening so often? 

A brother may express an opinion, or judgment, 
that is not a matter of faith, but is contrary to the 
opinions of others. Too often, the response is to pun
ish that individual with a "limited fellowship," or 
"marking" them instead of trying to rescue them! 

There is a place for both marking and disfellow
shipping, but these are reserved for the flagrant, will
ful violators - the stubborn, rebellious ones who 
refuse to repent or to bring forth fruit demonstrating 
repentance. 

Have you asked God for mercy or forgiveness? 
Can you receive these if you refuse to offer them 
yourself? Notice what God expects of us. "Brethren, 
if any of you do err from the Truth, and one convert 
him· let him know that he who converts the sinner 

' 
[straying brother] from the error of his way shall 
save a soul from death." Rescue the perishing! 

"Brethren, if a man be overtaken [caught up, off 
guard] in a fault, you who are spiritual, restore such 
a one in the spirit of meekness; considering yourself, 
lest you also be tempted. Bear ye one another's bur
dens and so fulfill the law of Christ." Rescue the per
ishing! Even your brothers. 

'~d be ye kind, one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another even as God for Christ's sake 
has forgiven you., Care for the dying! If your 
brother is about to drown, pull him out! Don't push 
him under Oames 5:19-20; Gal. 6:1-2; Eph. 4:32} 
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The Language of Ashdod 
By Walter Swain 

In Nehemiah 13:23-27 we read that the Jews dis
obeyed God's command not to marry foreign 
women, and were being led astray because 

they disobeyed the command and married non-Jew-
ish women. Nehemiah condemned them for this, and 
declared their children "spoke half in the speech of 
Ashdod, and could not speak the Jews language" (v. 
24 ). This led them into apostasy. 

As Christians we are to speak as the "oracles of 
God" (1 Pet. 4:11). Jesus declared, "By your words 
you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be 
condemned" (Matt. 12:3 7). 

Audio Cassette 
Sermon Album 
Vol. 1·4 
by. Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
• 4-volume set (16 tapes) ................................ $59.95 

• Each volume sold separately (4 tapes) ........... 15.95 

• Volume 1 (4 tapes) 
•Keynotes of Scripture 
•Remember the Words of Jesus 
•The Kingdom of Heaven 
•Salvation 

• Volume 2 (4 tapes) 
•The Church of Christ- Its Principles and Plea 
•The Church - Lost and Found 
•The First Gospel Sermon 
•The Church -The Divine Plan of Salvation 

• Volume 3 (4 tapes) 
•How and Why Men Disobey God 
•God's Message to Man and How It Is Sent 
• The Disciples Prayer 
• The Gospel of the Beatitudes 

• Volume (4 tapes) 
•The Meaning of Faith 
• The Word of the Cross 
• The Resurrection Gospel 
•The Story That Never Grows Old 

$3.00 shipping and handling for one volume 
add .50 for each additional volume ordered 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-BOG-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

16 June 2001 nrm Foundation 

The importance of using the right words is seen 
in the statement of the Lord in john 6:63, "The 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life." We are warned in scripture not to add to or 
take from the words of the Bible (Rev. 22:18,19; 
Gal. 1:6-10). 

Christians must not be guilty of "speaking the 
language of Ashdod." That is, we should not use lan
guage that is denominational and worldly in nature, 
and which is not true to the Word of God. 

Words are important, for words communicate 
what we believe and what we do. We must not speak 
the language of Ashdod. 

Following are some ways in which we should be 
careful today to speak in the right way, and to ex
press scriptural truth: 

1) Using the word baptism. People out of the 
church use this word to mean different things. Even 
most dictionaries define this word as "sprinkling, 
pouring, or immersion." Some refer to being 
sprinkled as a baby as baptism. Some were baptized 
to show they were saved before the baptism. In scrip
ture baptism is a specific act (immersion in water and 
resurrection to life), done for a specific reason (the 
forgiveness of sins), by one old enough to under
stand what he .is doing and why he is doing it. We 
should use the word only in this sense. 

2) How we refer to leaders of the church and 
preachers. Some have erroneously divided the 
church into "clergy" and "laity." The clergy are 
called the leaders of the church, and the members are 
called the laity by some. Scriptures make no such di
vision. We should not use these terms. Also, most de
nominational people call the preacher the "pastor" 
of the church. A pastor is an elder of the church, who 
may or may not be the preacher. If a preacher is not 
an elder, he should not be called a pastor. We must 
not use the term reverend for preachers either (Psa. 
111:9). 

3) How we use the terms undenominational and 
nondenominational. The true church of Christ is 
nondenominational in that it is one (1 Cor. 1:10; 
Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:18). It has no connection with any 
denomination. But many use this term, or "unde-



nominational," to mean that they accept any de
nomination, and are therefore denominational them
selves. 

4) How we use the term joining the church. 
Most denominational people speak of "joining" a 
church, after they have been saved. This refers to be
coming a member of some denomination. The Bible 
teaches that the same thing that saves us, obedience 
to the gospel, allows God to add us to the church 
(Acts 2:41:47; Col. 1:13). We must, however, join 
ourselves to a local congregation of the Lord's one 
true church to work and worship (Acts 9 :26). 

5) How we refer to the church and Christians. In 
times past some have called us "Campbellites." This 
has reference to Alexander Campbell, one of the 
leaders of the American Restoration. Of course, this 
practice is condemned by the scriptures (1 Cor. 
1:10-13). We are not to use any man's name in refer
ence to the church, and Jesus' name is the only one 
we follow, anyway. Another term sometimes used is 
Church of Christer. This is a term used only by those 
who can conceive of the church only as a denomina-

By~ L. lVhiteside 
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religious journals, others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside's study 
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time from the 1890s to 1950. David Lipscomb and J.A. 
Harding were major influences in brother Whiteside's 
early years. Hardback • 386 pgs. 
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tion. It is used in the same sense as "Baptist," or 
"Methodist." We are "Christians," and members of 
Christ's church. We must be careful not to use any 
term for the church that implies we are a denomina
tion or a sect of the church. Speaking this language 
of Ashdod we cause confusion, and misunderstand
ing of true scriptural concepts. Let us speak as the 
oracles of God, and not the "language of Ashdod." 

532 Laborcita Canyon Rd. 
La Luz, NM 88337 

pswain@zianet.com 
(A recent letter from brother Swain gives the fol-

lowing information: 
I returned on Aprill, from a one month mission 
trip to India. During the time I worked out of 
Suryapet, in the state of Andhra Pradesh. During 
the day I taught preacher training classes and at 
night I preached in gospel meetings. There were 
387 baptisms from my meetings, and another 
604 baptisms from meetings held by India 
preachers, sponsored by money given to me for 
the India work. This was my fourth trip to India, 
during which there have been 1,593 baptisms. In 
the meetings held by India preachers 7 denomi
national preachers were baptized, and 23 new 
congregations were started. 

(Thank you, brother Swain for the article on the 
language of Ashdod, but especially for the great work 
you are doing in preaching the gospel to all the world. 
It is no easy thing to go to a country like India. It re
quires privations and sacrifices. Those who make the 
effort are noble souls who hazard their lives to obey 
the gospel command to ''go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.") Fp 
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by Teresa Hampton 

While worldly women struggle to break through 
the glass ceiling, women of God hungrily search for 
refreshing ideas and simple guidelines showing 
them how to lead within divine parameters. The 
world has its own definition of female leadership, 
but one must look to God's Word for a true 
perspective. 

Teresa Hampton uncovers important lessons on 
leadership from the women and men in scripture 
who, with willing hearts and willing hands, success
fully, led, inspiring todays women to become 
leading ladies .•. women who are willing to lead 
other women in doing what is pleasing in God's 
sight. paperback, 122 pgs. . ....................... $7.95 

$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Back to Basics 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

W hen a football team needs rejuvenating the 
coach calls for reemphasis on the basics of 
kicking, passing, running, and tackling -

things they do every game but which need additional 
attention. Every important revival of the church that 
has taken place in past history has been a return to the 
basics of Bible teaching. People drift away, people for
get, and a new generation that does not know arises. 
In my opinion the church needs a return to basics. 

Faith is an absolute essential for any acceptable 
religious activity. Abraham believed God and it was 
counted to him for righteousness (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 
4:4, 9); but it was not belief alone. He was justified 
when he offered Isaac Games 2:21). Those who come 
·to God must believe that he is and that he is the re
warder of those who seek him (Heb. 11:6). The 
Epistle to the Hebrews gives an impressive list of fig
ures from the past who acted by faith (Heb. 11:1ff). 

But belief in God alone is not adequate. God gave 
his only Son that whoever believes in him might have 
everlasting life a ohn 3: 16). 1 esus warned that "you 
will die in your sins unless you believe that "I am he" 
Oohn 8:24). Even prayer requires a prior faith. One is 
to ask in faith nothing doubting Games 1:6). What
ever does not proceed from faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). 

Though one might feel that faith is a gift that 
God gives, scripture teaches that faith comes by hear
ing the word of God (Rom. 10:17). The seed of the 
kingdom is the word of God (Luke 8: 11). 

Where the word has gone there are Christians; 
where it has not gone there are none. Thi~ assump
tion lies back of all missionary work. Jesus' prayer 
was for those who would believe through the 
apostles' word Oohn 17:20). 

The Gospels are written that you may believe 
and believing have life in his name Oohn 20:31). 

Gentiles heard the word of God and believed 
(Acts 15 : 7). 

A young man said to me, "I have not read the 
Bible, but I am praying for faith." But he overlooked 
how faith comes. 

Through the folly of what the apostles preached, 
"it was God's pleasure to save those who believe" (1 
Cor. 1:21). 
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The apostles were to go everywhere and make 
disciples in the process of preaching (Matt. 
28: 19-20). 

People are to receive with meekness the im
planted word that is able to save the soul Games 
1:21). Those who received the apostolic preaching 
are described as believers (Acts 2:49; 1 Tim. 4:2). 

The one who does not believe God, has made 
him a liar, because he has not believed in the testi
mony that God has borne to his Son (1 John 5:10). 

There is the hearing of faith (Gal. 3:2, 5). Chris
tians are of the household of faith (Gal. 6:10) . 

In biblical terminology people are obedient to 
the faith (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; 16:26). Obedience 
leads to righteousness (Rom. 6: 16). Mter declaring 
that the Romans are justified by faith (Rom. 5: 1), 
Paul proceeds in the next chapter to describe how 

Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667-Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 



faith worked in their being baptized into Christ's 
death (Rom. 6:2). 

Paul said, "For by grace have you been saved 
through faith, and this is not of your own doing, it is 
a gift of God - not of works, lest any person should 
boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). A widespread view is that the an
tecedent of the pronoun "it" in this verse is "faith." It 
is a favorite proof text of "faith only" people. From 
that persuasion people are convinced that "faith" is 
something that God gives apart from any effort on 
the part of the one being saved. The view, however, is 
without any logical explanation why an impartial 
God gives faith to some people and not to others. 
Why should one have to beg God to give him faith 
when God has already given a larger gift in giving his 
Son? (cf. John 3:16; Rom. 8:22). 

The common interpretation of Ephesians 2:8-9 
has no explanation for why there is no faith where 
the Word has not gone. But in reality, the Greek pro
noun of this verse is touto, a neuter form, whereas 
pistis ("faith") is a feminine noun. By the rules of gen
der agreement neither "grace" (a feminine noun) nor 
"faith" can be the antecedent of "it" in this sentence. 
Likely an unexpressed "salvation" should be under
sto-od~· 

l3elieving is a command of God. He commands 
that one believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ (1 
John 3:23). 

A commandment is something one obeys, not 
something he receives. He has a choice whether he 
does it or not. It is not something handed out in 
which he has no obligation. It is not something God 
gives out to him without his doing anything. 

Martin Luther expounded the the~logy of salva
tion sole fide ("by faith alone") which· has· developed 
into the widespread belief that salvation comes at the 
moment of belief. 

Salvation by faith alone is the hallmark of most 
Protestant groups. It is expounded by most of the 
television evangelists. One needs only to bow by his 
television and pray in order to be saved. Or he can 
heed the altar call and come to pray and be prayed 
with and for. The offer of the Billy Graham cam
paigns, the Brother's Keepers, the Salvation Army, 
and dozens of other efforts around the world is a 
"faith only" offer. 

The one time, however, that "faith alone" occurs 
in the Bible is a denial of the concept. "You see that a 
person is justified by works and not by faith alone" 
(James 2:24). 

Luther was not able to fit that concept into his 

system and spoke of the Epistle of James as an 
"epistle of straw." 

It is common to play Paul against James with 
one dealing with works and the other with faith. But 
Paul really gives the harmonization when he de
clared that "neither circumc1s1on nor 
uncircumcision is of any avail, but faith working 
through love" (Gal. 5:6). He wrote to the Thessalo
nians about their work of faith and labor of love (1 
Thess. 1:8). His prayer was that God might fulfill 
ever good resolve and work of faith by his power (2 
Thess 1: 11). 

The Epistle of James specifically asks, "If a man 
has faith but does not have works, can that faith 
save him?" (James 2:14). A negative answer is ex
pected to the question. 

A more careful look at the Epistle of James 
points out that the demons believe and shudder 
(James 2: 19). 

Faith apart from works is barren. 
James has three further examples of the fact. 

Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him 

CoJUtnenta.ry 
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The last title to come from the pen of Foy E. Wallace 
Jr. His intention to publish commentaries on these 
epistles (written earlier in his life) was halted by death 
on Dec. 18, 1979. His work ended with Ephesians 
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as righteousness. But his faith was active with his 
works when he offered Isaac on the altar. It was not 
faith alone. Rahab the harlot was justified by works 
when she received the spies and sent them out an
other way. As the body apart from the spirit is dead, 
so faith apart from works is dead Games 2:21-26). 

One could hardly deny the supposition of faith 
on the part of those described by Jesus as saying to 
him at the judgment, "Lord, Lord" but who were not 
doing the will of the Father in heaven. They proph
esied in the Lord's name, they cast out demons in his 
name; they did many mighty works; but they hear 
the sentence, "I never knew you, depart from me you 
evildoers" (Matt. 7:21-23). 

In scripture teaching there is "one faith" (Eph. 
4:5), not dozens of faiths. 

One, however, can believe in vain (1 Cor. 15:14, 
17). 

He can make shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 
1:19). 

Faith can fail (Luke 22:32); one can depart from 
the faith (1 Tim. 4:1). 

One can deny the faith (1 Tim. 5 :8; Rev. 2:13). 
He can err from the faith (1 Tim. 6:10, 21). 
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He can be reprobate concerning it (2 Tim. 3:8). 
On the other hand, faith can be genuine or sin

cere (1 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 1 :5). Faith can grow (2 
Thess. 1:3 ), can increase (Luke 17: 1), can be great 
(Matt. 15 :28). One can gain confidence in the faith 
(1 Tim. 3: 15). One can be either weak in faith (Rom. 
4:10) or strong in faith (Rom. 4:20). He can abound 
in faith (2 Cor. 8: 7); also he can be full of faith (Acts 
6:5, 8; 11:24). 

Faith is one of the weightier matters of the law 
(Matt. 23:27); it is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:12). 

There is the shield of faith (Eph. 6: 16), and there 
is the breastplate of faith and love (1 Thess. 5: 8). 

Faith to the saving of the soul (Heb. 10:29) im
plies that there is faith that does not save the soul. 
That sort of faith is seen in the demons who believe 
and shudder Games 2:19). James makes clear that 
demons are not atheists. 

The rocky-ground hearer in Jesus' parable be
lieved for a little while (Luke 8:13) but did not come 
to salvation. Such faith is also to be seen in those 
who believed in Jesus but who would not confess it 
because they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God Gohn 12:42). 
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Faith expresses itself in appropriate obedience. 
The commission in the Gospel of Mark is, "He that 
believes and is baptized shall be saved." It does not 
say that "He who believes is saved and should be 
baptized." This passage is a stumbling block to many 
people; but the stumbling point could be removed by 
a non biblical analogy if people would consider it. 
"He who eats his food and digests it shall live." He 
who does not eat will die." Why do I not say "does 
not eat and digest will die?" It is simple! One cannot 
digest if he does not eat; that fact is automatic with
out its being stated. One cannot be baptized if he 
does not believe. So the writer did not have to say 
"He who disbelieves and is nor baptized shall be con
demned." 

The apostolic preaching as reported in the Book 
of Acts never promises salvation at the point of faith . 
apart from appropriate obedience. 

People were "obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7; 
Rom. 1:5; 16:26). There is no kneeling where you 
are-and pray; but rather, "Rise and be baptized, and 
wash away your sins, calling on his name" (Acts 
22:16). If Saul's sins were already forgiven by his be
lieving (he believed on the road to Damascus when 
he saw the vision and the Lord spoke to him), why 
did he need to wash them away? 

Faith becomes the foundation on which the vari
ous virtues of progress in the Christian life are built 
(2 Pet. 1:5; Jude 3). It is one of the three things 
which abides (1 Cor. 13:13). 

When Paul describes that "the righteousness of 
God is revealed through faith for faith" (Rom. 1: 17), 
he does not say "by faith alone." Living by bread is 
something different from living by bread alone. Liv
ing by air is different from living by air alone. And 
being saved by faith ·is different from being saved by 
faith alone. The grammatical structure Paul uses is 
exactly parallel to "a fragrance from death to death 
and from life to life" (2 Cor. 2:16). It is a way of ex
pressing intensification. One must believe the Lord's 
revelation, and that grows to greater faith. 

Alt~ough my analogy is not specifically made in 
scripture, faith might be compared to the foundation 
of a house. It is necessary that it be put down at the 
beginning. It has to be solid if a house is to be built 
on it and the house stand. 

Anytime the foundation is destroyed, the house 
will fall. At the same time, if one does not build a su
perstructure on the foundation he has no house. He 
can maintain the foundation all his life and be proud 
of it, but he has nothing useful. That is faith alone! 

On the foundation he must put repentance and 
other acts of obedience. The demons have the foun
dation; but they have no superstructure (James 
2:19). 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews calls on 
us to go on from faith toward God (Heb. 6:1). 

The Second Epistle of Peter urges that we supple
ment faith with knowledge and other traits there 
listed (2 Pet. 1:5). 

Faith is essential; one can never dispense with it; 
but it is not the stopping point. Faith must be fol
lowed with all the rest of what the Lord and his dis
ciples taught. 

"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; he 
who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God rests upon him" (John 3:36). 

A time is coming when "The Lord Jesus is re
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming 
firt infiicting vengeance upon those who do not 
know God and upon those who do not obey the gos
pel of our Lord Jesus" (2 Thess. 1:7). 
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Drained and Depressed 
(Many go through life feeling exhausted- even feeble. ~Tiredness,,, it has been said, ~~begins in the mind., The 
secret to renewed energy and exuberance may depend upon the awakening of the faith-faculty. T.R. Glover, an 
English scholar, made the following comment, which is biblically based and is worth pondering. It may give us 
some exceptional insights. Glover was discussing the lonely individual, poor in personal relationships, who feels 
all shut up within himself, and therefore weary.) 

The cure o~ such socially impoverished people 
is commonly thought of in terms of the ten
derer emotions - affection, friendship, love 

-which certainly are indispensable. Nevertheless, 
alike in the circle of our homes and in the world at 
large, our experience of personal relationship is pri
marily enriched by the people in whom we have faith. 
Faith is the basic builder of personal fellowships. 

"In breaking through the isolating walls of lonely 
individualism into a vital and kindling experience of 
interpersonal kinship and unity, love is habitually 
overemphasized. Even in passionate romance, and in 
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all dependable marriage, family life, and friendship, 
faith in the people concerned is, in the long run, the 
heart of success. One cannot ultimately be happy in 
loving a person in whom one lacks faith, so that 
while romantic love may launch a home, and strong, 
continuing love may be its driving power, its very 
hull and keel are the faith we have in one another. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne once wrote to his fiancee, 
with whom he later set up an abiding and beautiful 
home: 'It is very singular ... that, while I love you 
dearly, and while I am so conscious of the deep em
brace of our spirits, still I have an awe of you that I 
never felt for anybody else ... it converts my love into 
religion.' He not only loved her, but believed in her. 

"As for the wider circle of persons, the 'noble liv
ing and the noble dead,' faith in those whom we viv
idly apprehend and cordially believe in carries us out 
of ourselves, incorporates and blends our lives with 
theirs, and transforms the impoverished and solitary 
I into the enriched and commingled We. No man is 
the whole of himself; those to whom he has given his 
faith are the rest of him. 

"Lack of this experience leaves one a seques
tered, isolated· self. As Thackeray said, 'How lonely 
we are in the world! How selfish and secret, every
body! ... Ah, sir, a distinct universe walks about un
der your hat and under mine - all things in nature 
are different to each - the woman we look at has 
not the same features, the dish we eat from has not 
the same taste to the one and the other -you and I 
are but a pair of infinite isolations, with some fellow 
islands a little more or less near to us.' Anyone, how
ever, who is thus isolated is not a real person. 
Full-grown personality involves the blending of lives, 
and this is possible only because we have the capacity 
to believe in others until they become an integral 
part of us. To the preacher, Paul's saying, 'That 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,' has impor
tant doctrinal significance; to th~ psychologist it is an 
arresting statement of indubitable experience. When 



faith is strongly reposed in another person, it does is
sue in a blended life, so merged that the one is 
indwelt, enriched, and empowered by the other. 

"Many people who are thinking of themselves as 
starved for love and so are waiting for some lucky 
romance or redeeming friendship to come around 
the corner, could nonetheless enrich their world of 
interpersonal relationships by a constructive use of 
their faith-faculty. This world has some great people 
in it to believe in. Instead of being unhappy, isolated 
selves, we can by faith become effective, positive, 
conjunct personalities in whom the best souls of the 
race live again. 

"To the person who is inwardly unstable and in
secure nothing more effectively steadies a shaken life 
than positive faith. The word 'confidence' has the 
Latin root meaning 'faith' at the heart of it. Let faith 
in something or someone rise strongly, even amid de
plorable situations, and in the people affected panic 
dies down, assurance returns, and they pull them
selves together. 

"This notably is the effect of a genuine religious 
faith. 

"Interior steadiness is the natural effect of a con
fident faith, and multitudes of insecure lives will 
never find coherence and poise without it. When, 
therefore, religious faith collapses, as it has in multi
tudes today, the nervous results are unmistakable. An 
atheist, says John Buchan, is 'a man who has no in
visible means of support.' The old idea that without 
religious faith a man would go to hell has taken on 
contemporary meaning, for many nervous hells are 
being arrived at by precisely that route, and not 
preachers so much as psychiatrists are saying it. Man 
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has always stood in need of the spiritual help which 
pure and undefiled religion held out to him .... It is 
this which lifts him out of his distress. 

"None of us is big enough to take responsibility 
for everything. Our accountability is limited by our 
ability, and that is small. Any man, then, who can 
handle his proper obligations that lie near at hand, 
doing the day~s stint as best he can, sure that the 
larger load has under it Shoulders stronger than his 
and behind it a Mind wiser than his, has some chance 
of being an effective person with the inner calm and 
poise that are the mark of real strength. One way or 
another such unhurried, unstrained, composed, and 
confident living always involves a positive faith." 

(fhink about it -you may find in it some kernel 
of truth that will help you live your life with happy 
fearlessness -and overcome the depression that saps 
strength and makes the hands hand down, and robs us 
of the peace that brings abounding rejoicing. 'God 
rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay.' 

"Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a 
conviction of things not seen. For therein the elders 
had witness borne to them.'') Fp 
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Life of Jesus 

n an attempt to humble disciples of Christ, ridi
cule the history of one pretending to be the Son 
of Almighty God, and shame those who believe 

him, and who accept and preach the gospel, this 
statement has been concocted. 

The gospels tell us that some personage was 
born in a stable, of a poor, but religious female, 
at a moment when she was exhausted by a long 
and fatiguing journey; accordingly, he was 
cradled in a manger, until the king of the coun
try getting intelligence of his birth, obliged his 
guardians to seek for safety in a flight by night to 
Egypt. On his return misfortune still seemed to 
pursue him, and the family was compelled to 
pass their native canton and to seek a wretched 
security in Zebulon. At the age of thirty, he pre
ferred his claims to the Messiah-ship, i.e. to be 
the Son of the living God. His pretensions were 
instantly rejected, and his fellow-citizens en 
masse conspired against him and drove him 
from the city. From this time he lived a wander
ing life, without a place to repose his head. His 
own tribe did not receive him; his own brethren 
disbelieved him; the people who heard him, pro
nounced him mad; and the priests who argued 
with him, and who are never behind in repre
hending the good, declared him possessed. He 
more than twice escaped being stoned, and was 
actually scourged publicly. H e was a known 
friend to sinners; and so excessively poor, that 
when he wanted to see Caesar's head, he had to 
ask for a penny. Thus he lived, insulted and 
abused, until an intimate acquaintance of his 
own betrayed him for the paltry sum of thirty 
shillings. When he was seized in a garden by a 
banditti of soldiers in the dark, and accused by 
many of seditions and blasphemy before the na
tional senate, the petty officer of that court 
smote him on the cheek, and when afterwards 
brought before the Roman tribunal, it was only 
to receive the same contumely afresh. They 
dressed him like a puppet, spit in his face, and 
struck him with the palms of their hands. He 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than 
any preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 

$2.50 S&H • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from the Firm Foundation 

24 June 2001 
Firm Foundation 

was adjudged to be crucified, and departed for 
the place of execution bearing h is own cross. He 
was immediately nailed to it, and the malicious 
clergymen continued to persecute him with their 
pious scoffs, until, as if the world was in danger 
while the enemy to their power was alive, they 
sent a ruffian soldier to pierce his side with a 
spear. But these doctors of divinity shall look on 
him w hom they have pierced. Thus he lived 
without a place to repose his head in life; and 
thus he died without a grave to h ide his mur
dered form in death. 

Is there anything in all this to embarrass the 
Christian? The solemn truth is that most of what is 
said in the above paragraph is correctly represented. 
The unaccountable thing is that this lowly, despised, 
suffering servant has without doubt made a greater 
impression on the world than all other teachers, phi
losophers, kings, and rulers combined. How do you 
account for that? Fp 
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Potpourri ••• 
lor Starters 

OThe foundation of all our hopes and all our 
fears is a future life. Indelibly inscribed in human his
tory is the fact of the resurrection of Jesus to preemi
nent glory and endless life. He arose to die no more. 
"Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead 
dieth no more; death no more hath dominion over 
him." 

The resurrection of Jesus confirms with a voice 
of thunder a general resurrection of all the dead -
"they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrec
tion of judgment." 

Buddhists accept the unsupported fantasy of re
incarnation and groundlessly accept the impractical 
idea of transmigratioQ of souls from human to ani
mal form. According to Buddhism, when you die you 
may be reborn a bee or a bird. 

The survivors of a Cambodian woman believe 
she is now a peacock because they found one sitting 
on her grave. 

The woman reportedly told her father a week be-
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fore she died that het:- human life was coming to an 
end, but she would soon return as a bird. 

Three days after the funeral, her father returned 
home to find the bird on his daughter's grave. It now 
sleeps in her bed. 

Hundreds of people visit it each day to offer it 
holy water in the hope it will heal them, reports Bud
dhist newspaper Koh Santepheap. 

Compared to Christianity, with its unassailable 
assurances, all other religious systems pale. "For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also that are fallen asleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him." 

As for Buddhism, there is the Zen saying, "Do 
not linger where the Buddha is, and as to where he is 
not, pass swiftly on." Kind of like "the sound of one 
hand clapping." 

Mafia 
0 The mob has a new racket- abortion. At least 

one top mobster owns and operates an abortion 
clinic, and pro-life forces are asking if putting out hit 
contracts on unborn babies is the Mafia's latest en
terprise. 

The astonishing fact that a mob boss has been 
running a lucrative abortuary was revealed in a little
noticed paragraph in a Department of Justice press 
release issued in May 1999. In a listing of defendants 
arrested on May 3, 1999, one Anthony Centracchio, 
62, was described as "allegedly the leader or boss of 
the Eboli-Centracchio criminal enterprise. The in
dictment alsc;>jdentifies him as the owner and opera
tor of A.C.T. Medical Center, 5714 West Division 
Street, Chicago" 

What the release does not reveal is the fact that 
A.C.T. Medical Center is an abortion clinic. That 
fact did not become public until the Chicago Sun
Times ran a story in February that revealed the true 
nature of the so-called medical center (Reprinted 
from MaxNews.Com). 

Ashcroft and Video Games 
OWASHINGTON - Attorney General John 

Ashcroft said Friday that video games that "literally 
teach shooting" and other forms of violence in enter
tainment are part of the problem when it comes to 
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school shootings. 
Interviewed on morning television shows a day 

after a shooting at a high school in El Cajon, Calif., 
Ashcroft called on the entertainment industry to 
"start helping us devote ourselves to an ethic of re
solving anger or problems in a way other than vio
lence" (By Karen Gullo - Associated Press Writer, 
Mar. 23, 2001). 

Shut Up - Or lise 
OSwiss police have a new method of crowd con

trol: Spray unruly demonstrators with wet dung. 
Demonstrators at the World Economic Forum in 

Davos, Switzerland, who got out of hand would have 
learned that fact the hard way - getting doused with 
manure spayed from water cannons. 

As one Swiss cop remarked, had they been 
[sprayed], the more health conscious among them 
would have at least been comforted by the fact that 
the dung deterrent was organic and 100 percent 
natural (NewsMax.com, Feb. 21, 2001). 

Ouofes 
CI"Let us have faith that right makes·might; and 

in that faith let us to the end, dare to do our duty as 
we understand it" (Abraham Lincoln, Address at 
Cooper Union, New York.) 

If you hear that someone is speaking ill of you, 
instead of trying to defend yourself you should say: 
"He obviously does not know me very well, since 
there are so many other faults he could have men
tioned" (Epictetus). 

Babies 
®Only days before a federal regulation left over 

from the Clinton administration was to go into ef
fect, congressional staff for the House Pro-life Cau
cus discovered language aimed at redefining when a 
fetus becomes a child. Under the new definition, a 
fetus would become a child only if it were able to 
breathe and maintain a heartbeat on its own 
(CNSNews.com- Mar. 27, 2001). 

Extremists 
O"Political correctness is alive and well on the 

American college campus," says the Intercollegiate 
Studies Institute, which has released its fourth annual 
list of campus outrages - including student financ
ing of an S&M club and how-to guides on vandalism 
and arson. 

The worst offenders: 
$Princeton's P.C. Porn Prince 
When Princeton President Harold Shapiro .ap-
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pointed bioethicist Peter Singer as DeCamp Profes
sor in University Center for Human Values, he 
thumbed his nose at academics, disabled people and 
ethicists who take life seriously. . 

Singer's record in favor of euthanasia and moral 
relativism was well known. But we wonder if 
Shapiro knew the wilds of Singer's imagination? 

For in a positive review of Midas Dekkers's 
"Dearest Pet: On Bestiality," written for a porn Web 
site, Singer carries his campaign against human dig
nity to new lows. He writes that our physical simi
larities with other mammals, mostly genital, are so 
strong that the taboo on bestiality stems not from 
physical differences but from "our desire to differen
tiate ourselves, erotically and in every other way, 
from animals." 

[Sanger suggested in language too vivid to be 
used here that " mutually satisfying (sexual) activities 
may develop (with a dog)]." 

Princeton is a trend-setting university with a hal
lowed history, but when its top ethicist smiles on bes
tiality, we vote no co~fidence in its leadership or 
moral vision. 

OSUNY- Albany's S&M Club 
New York's first college-funded sadomasochism 

club, Power Exchange, was founded by two coed stu
dents who report no objections from the administra
tion of the State University of New York at Albany. 

"The response has been great," one student told 
the local press. "When my brother found out, he was 
like, 'I can't believe you could do something like 
that,'" she said. "Now, he's kind of OK with it." 

"The rest of my family has been very support
ive." 

Club leaders say student government money 
comes from student fees, not taxpayer dollars. A uni
versity spokeswoman sums up the official attitude 
toward Power Exchange: "As long as they abide by 
the student guidelines, they have a right to have their 
club officially recognized by the student association 
on campus and to be funded by the student associa
tion." 

CITemple's Gulag for Thought Control 
When Temple University student Michael 

Marcavage protested against a theatrical depiction of 
Jesus as a homosexual, he was subjected to Soviet
style behavior modification: handcuffed and com
mitted to a psychiatric ward. 

Objecting to the portrayal of Jesus as the "king of 
queers" in the highly controversial play "Corpus 
Christi," the student received permission from the 



school to stage a counter-production based on tradi
tional Christian teachings. 

A week before the productions, Temple canceled 
the traditional play, allegedly for lack of money. Ac
cording to Marcavage's attorney, Brian Fabling, 
when Marcavage began to leave a meeting on the 
plays, thinking it was over, he was "pushed to the 
floor, then handcuffed and taken to the Temple Uni
versity Hospital psychiatric ward ... and committed." 

The doctor evaluating him "saw no reason why 
he was committed," Fabling said, and discharged 
him. Marcavage filed suit against Temple in Novem
ber 2000. 

@Censorship at Villanova and Berkeley (tie) 
Free speech has been a rare commodity at college 

campuses this year, particularly when conservatives 
are doing the speaking and writing. 

When students at Villanova wanted to bring 
NRA President Charlton Heston to campus, the 
school administration took every measure to make 
the actor's appearance an administrative nightmare -
if not an impossibility. . 

Even though Heston waived his standard 

$20,000-$30,000 speaking fee, Villanova refused to 
pick up the tab for his basic expenses, including secu
rity fees and hotel room, under the guise that Heston 
was "too controversial." 

The Villanova Times, headed by Chris Lilik, was 
required to pay for extra security in anticipation of 
protesters· who were themselves supported finan
cially by the school's own so-called Center for Peace 
and Justice. Villanova funded protesters, whose pres
ence required increased security, and then saddled 
the student group with the increased security costs. 

At Berkeley, censorship took a more sinister 
form. Mter UC-Berkeley's main campus daily, the 
Daily Californian, ran author David Horowitz's ad, 
"Ten Reasons Why Reparations for Slavery is a Bad 
Idea - and Racist Too," radicals protested the deci
.sion to run the ad and stormed the paper's offices 
and did what such folks always do: issued a list of 

. demands. · 
They demanded an apology from the paper's edi

tors and stole all the remaining newspapers from 
campus racks. The Daily Californian ran a formal 
apology that claimed the ad was full of "incorrect 
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and blatantly inflammatory content" and even re
fused to offic;ally report the theft to campus police 
(Reprinted from NewsMax.com. April 3, 2001). 

Hill and Bill 
{9iThe New York media has not even tried to lay a 

glove on her [Hillary Clinton]. Why is the media so 
kind to the Clintons? Because, at root, they all 
crawled out from under the same rock: They are 
1960s leftists who are anti-American values, pro
drugs, pro-permissiveness, anti-military, anti-mar
riage, anti-tradition - and part of a New Left that 
saw Moscow, Havana and Peking as romantic 
hotspots on the road to an egalitarian Utopia. 

Press-By-Terrorians 
C?iNEW YORK (AP)- A proposal to ban blessing 

rituals for same-sex couples in the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) was defeated in balloting tabulated 
early Wednesday. The decision leaves clergy free to 

conduct such ceremonies so long as they are not con
fused with marriages. 

The vote is a victory for the liberal side in the 
conflict over homosexuality that has divided U.S. 
Presbyterians for 24 years. The Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) has 3 .6 million members. 

(To allow the vice of homosexuality to rot in our 
society is to destroy our society. "For there are certain 
men crept in privily, even they who were of old writ
ten of beforehand unto this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, 
and denying our only Master and LordJ jesus Christ" 
(Jude 1:4.) 

Bad Boys 
C?i Some Roman Catholic priests and missionaries 

raped nuns, forced them to undergo abortions and 
take contraceptive pills, the Vatican admitted yester
day. 

Chief Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls 
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Gifts from t he Heart 
by Mary Alice Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more tasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes 
and observations from life, giving it a very 
practical application. pb 181 pgs ............... $8.00 

God Knew He Needed Her 
by Cleon Lyles 
This book presents a down-to-earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib," a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs . 

. .................................................................... 9.00 

If You Would See Good Days 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Everyone longs for the good days, so our task is 
to learn how to meet this task and challenge - a 
wonderful and gratifying posslblilty. Our creator 
tells us how. This book deals with these divinely
given principles. Thirteen chapters, a variety of 
needed topics, practical,concise,and easy to 
read. A study of the principles in this book will 
enrich your life. pb 136 pgs. 
.................................................................... 7.95 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
time for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 

~ non-Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
' discipline, being wise mothers; current issues, 
· troublesome issues in the home and church; 

special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards of wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs .......... 8.95 

No Greater Joy 
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This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 

~~F.':! children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspiration one's 
growth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to-woman, discussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs ............. 7.95 
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message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs . 
................ .................................................... 8.00 
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acknowledged "the problem is known about," after 
the horrifying allegations were reported in the Kan
sas City-based National Catholic Reporter newspa
per and La Republica, a Rome daily. 

The newspapers cited internal church reports 
dating from 1994. 

The Vatican said the sexual violence was re
stricted to a specific geographical area, which was 
not identified. But the newspaper stories said that 
while most of it occurred in Africa, there were cases 
in 23 countries, including the U.S., Brazil, the Philip
pines, India, Ireland and Italy. 

The stories are horrifying and disturbing, to say 
the least," said Bill Ryan, spokesman for the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, adding he was not 
aware of any such cases in the U.S. 

Allegations in the internal reports include: 
• A case of a pregnant nun being brought by a 

priest to a Catholic hospital for an abortion- which 
is forbidden by church doctrine. The same priest re
portedly said Mass for her after she died in surgery. 

• Charges that priests impregnated 29 nuns in 
one diocese. Its archbishop allegedly fired their 
mother superior when she complained. 

• Some of the priests were forcing themselves on 
nuns because they knew they were free of AIDS. 
so·me priests in Africa allegedly duped their victims 
into taking contraceptive pills by claiming they 
would prevent HIV infection. 

• One of the church reports was written by 
Maura O'Donohue, a nun and doctor, who pre
sented it to the head of the Vatican's Congregation 
for Holy Orders, Cardinal Martinez Somalo. 

"Sexual harassment and even rape of sisters by 
priests and bishops is allegedly common," she wrote. 

"Everyone here knows that this problem exists, 
and, ... it seems to be getting worse instead of better. 
In a number of countries, sisters are refusing to 
travel alone with a priest in a car because of fear of 
harassment or even rape." 

Navarro-Valls insisted, "The Holy See is dealing 
with the issue in collaboration with bishops" and the 
heads of religious orders (NY Post, March 21, 2001). 

rrusf and Olley 
OCOLUMBUS, Ohio (UPI) - A federal appeals 

court Friday upheld Ohio's state motto, "With God, 
all things ar.e...possible." It called the phrase "religion 
neutral" and constitutional even though the quote is 
attributed directly to Jesus Christ. 

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals split 9-4 

on the decision, which overturned an earlier ruling 
by a three-judge panel. 

Writing for the majority, U.S. Circuit Judge 
David A. Nelson said the motto "does not purport to 
compel belief or acquiescence. It does not command 
participation in any form of religious exercise. It 
does not assert a preference for one religious de
nomination or sect over others, and it does not in
volve the state in the governance of any church." 

Stem Cell and Parkinson's Disease 
$Once hailed as a possible Parkinson's disease 

miracle treatment, but ethically disturbing, experi
mental transplants of human embryo tissue into pa
tients' brains have proved "absolutely devastating." 

The study reports Parkinson's patients experi
enced little relief when they took part in a controver
sial experimental treatment in which fetal-tissue cells 
- obtained from abortion clinics - were transplanted 
into the brains of Parkinson's patients. 

Moreover, researchers reported, 15 percent of 
the patients experienced serious conditions that one 
doctor called "catastrophic" and "a real nightmare." 

According to Dr. Paul E. Greene, a neurologist at 
the Columbia University College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, the patients in the experiment "chew con
stantly, their fingers go up and down, their wrists 

. flex and distend" as they "writhe and twist, jerk their 
heads, fling their arms about." 

Those results occur, researchers said, because 
when the fetal tissue is inserted into the brain it 
grows too rapidly, releasing a chemical that brings on 
the uncontrollable movements. 

Ironically, those patients helped the most - and 
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none seem to have been helped much - tend to be 
younger patients, and they are the very ones most 
likely to suffer the disastrous side effects. 

Despite the experiment's bizarre results, there 
are still some Parkinson's patients who continue to 
pay private doctors thousands of dollars to perform 
fetal-cell implants, which are accomplished by drill
ing holes through the skull and into the brain 
(NewsMax.com, Friday, March 9, 2001). 

New Book 
OJohn Perazzo's powerful and timely book, The 

Myths That Divide Us, has drawn rave reviews from 
such eminent commentators as Dr. Walter E. Will-
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iams, David Horowitz, Michael Medved, and George 
Gilder. In it, you discover how black-white relations 
are sabotaged by demagogues who mischaracterize 
our country as racist. You see their false claims demol
ished by solid evidence. Drawing on mountains of 
important sociological research, Perazzo demon
strates that the most serious social and economic 
problems currently afflicting black Americans are not 
due to societal racism but to issues within the black 
community. Just consider a couple of the hundreds of 
remarkable facts his book gives you: 

1. Countless studies show that fatherlessness, 
not race, is by far the most accurate predictor that a 
child will end up in poverty or in prison. And today 
about 70 percent of black children are born into fa
therless homes. 

2. Ever since 1981, black families with two col
lege-educated, working adults have earned more 
than similar white families in every age group and in 
every region of the United States. As early as 1970, 
black two-parent families outside of the South were 
already earning more than comparable white families 

Rape and Murder 

0 Joshua Maca be Brown, 23, was found guilty of 
rape and first-degree murder Thursday in killing 13-
year-old Jesse Dirkhising, whom prosecutors said 
Brown and his homosexual lover drugged, bound, 
raped and sodomized. 

The charges could carry a sentence of life impris
onment. The Bentonville, Ark., jury stopped short of 
convicting Brown of capital murder, for which he 
would have faced the death penalty. Dirkhising died 
while Brown restrained him with drugs and duct 
tape and sodomized him with various objects. 

Jesse died in September 1999 at the apartment 
Brown shared with his homosexual lover, Davis Don 
Carpenter, 39. Prosecutors said the boy suffocated 
because of the drugs and the way he was trussed up 
and strapped down to Brown's bed. The defense said 
Brown didn't intend to kill the boy and said the 
bondage-sex was consensual. 

Brown admitted binding and gagging the boy 
and sexually penetrating him with a variety of ob
jects, but defense attorney Louis Lim contended 
Brown was guilty of nothing more th~. statutory 
rape and manslaughter. · ;~. ·-

During dosing arguments, prosecutor Bob Balfe 
told jurors that logic shows the boy wasn't a willing 
participant in a sexual bondage game. 

Making a late-night run for more duct tape, pick-



ing up only two sandwiches instead of three, and 
leaving the child unattended all prove the men 
weren't concerned about Jesse's welfare, Balfe said. 

(This is another case of homosexual cruelty and 
demonstrates the inhumanity of some homosexuals, 
and the potential danger of perverts. It is not a game.) 

Warning! Warning! Pay Attention 
t~:- Feb. 9, 2001 -The official name is OxyContin, 

but on the street it's known as "oxycotton." And at a 
dollar a milligram, it's the drug du jour from the coal
mining country of Kentucky to the bleak factory 
towns of rural Maine. 

When taken in pill form, as intended, OxyContin 
is a slow-release narcotic prescribed for pain caused 
by cancer, severe arthritis, sickle cell disease, and 
nerve damage. The active ingredient in the drug is a 
morphine derivative, the same as that also found in 
Percodan. 

But when bought on the street, oxycotton is 
crushed and snorted to deliver a powerful and fast 
high that many users say is better than heroin. 

"This drug makes it possible for chronic pain pa
tients to live their lives normally. It makes a profound 
difference in the quality of their lives," says Robert 
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Swerdlow, MD, associate professor of medicine and 
oncology at the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Insti
tute at Wayne State University in Detroit. 

"There are really two types of addiction that we 
are talking about here," Mulligan explains. "The 
street use when the pills are crushed then snorted or 
injected gives a tremendous high. The other addic
tion is the middle-class 'pill' addiction where some
one is taking many pills a day becau.se it tends to in
crease energy. We see this with Percodan as well as 
with OxyContin." 

Anyway, it is a good time to warn your kids -
this drug can kill, ... and it has (WebMD Medical 
News , Peggy Peck; Reviewed by Dr. Tonja Wynn 
Hampton). 

Earl R. Davis 
C?~We receive on a regular basis Chicago Tribune 

newspaper clippings, which give a pretty good in
kling of the moral climate of our age. Here are some 
selections made available to us by the grace of Earl 
R. Davis. Thanks a lot. 

v After 3 0 years of debate over beliefs, leaders of 
Chicago's Episcopal Church and Lutheran Church in 
America celebrated their new full-communion agree
ment. "The full communion is not something we 
did; it's something God's Holy Spirit has done," said 
Bishop Gary M . Wallersheim (April 1, 2001). 
(Bishop Wallersheim did not explain why it took the 
Holy Spirit 30 years to bring about this "unity," nor 
did he comment on the fact that the two groups still 
have the same disagreement over beliefs.) 

• AMSTERDAM - Anne-Marie Thus and 
Helene Faasen became the world's first lesbians to be 
officially married, under a law recognizing same-sex 
marriages with full and equal rights (Mar. 31, 2001) 

• A Jewish Synagogue and a Presbyterian Church 
have decided to celebrate their differences by ignoring 
the Bible statement concerning Jesus, "And in none 
other is there salvation: for neither is there any other 
name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we must be saved" (March 30, 2001). If we give up 
belief in Jesus as the unique son of God and the Savior 
of the world, we make a mockery of Calvary. 

• Without fanfare, President Bush signed a spe
cial memorandum barring foreign aid to overseas 
family-planning groups involved in abortion (March 
29, 2001). 

• A judge threw out Arkansas' anti-sodomy law, 
saying it singles out homosexuals (Mar. 24, 2001). 
Really! 
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• The Illinois State Congress weakened and de
stroyed the intent of a bill requiring parents to be 
notified before a child could be given an abortion. 
The legislation was declawed by a provision adding 
aunts, uncles, siblings, step-siblings and clergy to a 
list of those who could be notified in lieu of parents 
notification and still satisfy the requirements of the 
new law (March 23, 2001). 

• LITILE ROCK - "If we teach kids they were 
descended from monkeys, they'll act like monkeys," 
said Representative Denny Altes in defending the 
recommendation of a legislative committee banning 
the theory of evolution from textbooks in Arkansas 
(March 22, 2001). Yes, but acting like monkeys 
doesn't stop with adulthood. 

• COLOMBO, Sri Lanka - Carrying clubs 
and swords a mob attacked the Christian Center 
church, wounding 30 worshippers and damaging the 
building (Feb 23, 2001). 

• The College of the Holy Cross has banned a 
group known as the International Churches of 
Christ. The forbidden group was condemned be
cause it practiced cult-like psychological and spiri
tual abuse (March 2, 2001). 

• The Roman Catholic Church in America is try
ing to restore discipline on such practices as meatless 
Fridays and dietary restraint during the period begin
ning with Ash Wednesday and ending on Easter 
(March 2, 2001). 

• Methodists for decades have sung "Rise Up, 0 
Men of God" and similar hymns today sing "Moth
ering God, You Gave Me Birth," or perhaps "Womb 
of Life." Those songs are part of a new supplemental 
hymnal inserted into thousands of pews in Method
ist congregations around the country (March 4, 
2001). 

• Scientists studying clones of numerous species 
are finding the animals have fundamental defects 
that could prove disastrous if the procedure is ap
plied to humans (March 4, 2001). 

• The world's population is projected to boom. 

Encouraging Elders 
~~~a Thomas Holland 

Strengthens, encourages, wams, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld· 
ers. I have not read anything more helpful.• (AL) 
•1 do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged.• (TN) "Your Insight Into our prob
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 

r-~~~~~~ this book once a month and every time doubt. frustra 
t tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve: 

(FL) BKGK01 paperback. 105 pgs . ......... $7 .95 

32 June 2001 
rirm Foundation 

Today there are 6 billion people in the world. By 
2050 that figure is anticipated to swell to 9 billion, 
with nearly 9 of every 10 people living in developing 
countries - one out of every six in India. 

• The Vermont House formally passed an ex
plicit ban on gay marriages, but senators say they 
don't plain to take it up. 

• The scores of people who have fled jesus People 
USA did not know when they joined the· cult that all 
authority rests in the hands of eight un-elected men, 
the commune will not allow adult members to leave 
the compound without a "buddy," no member can 
have workman's compensation, and members are 
spanked with wooden rods for sin (April1, 2001). 

• Carmen Grad - who now calls herself Carmen 
Quaife - was convicted for locking a 6-year-old boy 
in a lightless bathroom for 24 hours at a time, caging 
the boy in tightly wrapped wire, chaining him under 
his arms so he could not sit down, and rubbing feces 
into his face as punishment for losing control of his 
bowels in the closet (April 1, 2001 - this is not an 
April Fools joke). 

Our Sad Goodbye 
G FARE WELL, which means: bring home the ba

con, come up with the goods, come through, keep 
your end of the bargain, see it through, make good 
your promise, deliver, or "Be thou faithful unto 
death." Fp 
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uaomosexual Marriage" Issue Confronts Nation 
NewsMax.com Wires 
Frida~ April 13,2001 

BOSTON (UPI) - A lawsuit filed by seven 
same-sex couples in Massachusetts seeking 
the legal right to marry is just the latest in a 

long-running effort by homosexuals across the na
tion to gain the same protections enjoyed by hetero
sexual couples. 
The Massachusetts suit seeks a declaration from the 
courts that the state constitution requires that same 
sex couples be treated equally as traditional 
male-female couples when it comes to marriage. 

To date, only Vermont gives gays all the rights 
and protections enjoyed by married heterosexual 
couples. Vermont, however, does not call such legal 
gay relationships "marriages," but "civil unions." 

In the first three months since the law went into 
effect last summer, more than 800 ·civil unions were 
registered by the Health Department in Vermont, 
three-quarters of them from out of state. 

Last March, almost a year after Vermont approved 
civil unions, the state House voted to outlaw gay mar
riage. The Senate, however, was not expected to sup
. port the measure. Backers said the bill was necessary 
to make it clear that under Vermont law, marriage was 
not between two men or two women. 

Backers of the Massachusetts suit say the term 
civil unions does not go far enough for them, and they 
want their unions to be recognized as legal marriages. 

California BaHiefront 
It appears California will be the next big battlefront 
on the same-sex marriage issue. Advocates there this 
summer will be seeking a million signatures to put a 
proposed amendment to the California Constitution 
before the voters on the November 2002 ballot. 

If approved by voters, the Same-Sex Marriage 
Initiative would make California the first state in the 
nation to allow two people of the same sex to law
fully marry. 

In proposing a civil union-type measure in Cali
fornia, Democrat state Assemblyman Paul Koretz 
told the San Francisco Chronicle that all couples "de
serve legal recognition of their relationships and 
families, the same as my wife and I had when we 
committed ourselves to each other 16 years ago." 

Republican Sen. William "Pete" Knight said 
Koretz's proposal would violate Proposition 22, 

passed by voters last fall, that bans marriage between 
couples of the same sex. 

"It appears Assemblyman Koretz is trying to cir
cumvent Proposition 22," Knight told the Chronicle. 
"It may be illegal. If that doesn't undermine mar
riage, I don't know what does." 

The blockbuster issue gained national headlines 
several years ago when a court in Hawaii ruled that 
denying homosexuals the right to marry violated the 
Hawaii Constitution. The Hawaii Legislature subse
quently proposed a constitutional amendment re
versing that ruling. The issue was particularly con
tentious because, under normal circumstances, other 
states must recognize a marriage if it is legal in the 
state in which it was performed. 

Opponents of same-sex marriage applauded the 
state Supreme Court ruling that bars gay couples . 
from getting marriage licenses in Hawaii, but propo
nents say battles over the emotional issue are not 
over, according to the Honolulu Star-Bulletin. 

The left-wing group National Organization for 
-Women says dozens of states have enacted laws 
against homosexual marriage. NOW attributes the 
"attacks" to "the radical right." The organization 
claims "radical extremists" use the issue to divide the 
country and target homosexuals for discrimination. 

Despite public sentiment against such marriages, 
many companies and local governments recognize 
such relationships and provide some benefits to com
mitted gay couples, or domestic partners. 

Bill Clinton signed a law in 1996 that defined 
marriage as the:.legaJ. union between "one man and 
one woman." T~~Jaw prevents same-sex couples 
from receiving survivor and pension benefits, tax 
breaks and other advantages married couples re
ceive, and authorizes states to deny recognition of 
same-sex marriages performed in other states. 

Some states have already acted to bar same-sex 
unions.Nebraska and Nevada last fall passed initia
tives providing that only marriages between a man 
and a woman will be recognized in those states. 

In Maine last fall, voters narrowly rejected a bal
lot question that would guarantee basic marriage 
rights to homosexuals as enjoyed by other citizens. 

Fp 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

(For many years the inimitable Cecil May has written a column answering questions. His well-written col
umn is full of scripture, good reasoning, and practical applications. He has graciously consented to permit the 
Firm Foundation to reprint these articles. Brother May is reviewing and updating each piece before it appears 
here. The Firm Foundation proposes to print these valuable studies in book form when enough articles have 
been accumulated. We salute Cecil May and Faulkner University where he serves as head of the Bible Depart
ment.) 

Question: Hebrews 13:10 says, "We have an al
tar." What is it? And where is it? 

Response: Our altar is Christ. The reference is to 
Christ's sacrificial death for us. Look at the verse 

in its context, Hebrews 13:8-16. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and for ever. Do not be carried about with vari
ous and strange doctrines. For it is good that the 
heart be strengthened by grace, not with foods 
that have not profited those who have been oc
cupied with them. 

We have an altar from which those who serve 
the tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bod
ies of those animals, whose blood is brought into 
the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are 
burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, 
that he might sanctify the people with His own 
blood, suffered outside the gate . 
. Therefore let us go forth to Him outside the 

camp, bearing His reproach. 
For here we have no continuing city, but we 

seek the one to come. 
Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not for
get to do good and to share, for with such sacri
fices God is well pleased. 

The basic theme of the book of Hebrews and the 
overall context of this passage, therefore, is the supe
riority of Christ and the gospel over Moses and his 
law. 

Christ, our Altar 
"We have an altar," is a response to any who may 
maintain Christians have no altar, because our altar is 
not visible and we do not offer sacrifices. The charge 
is reminiscent of the pagan view that Christians were 
atheists, had no god, because they had no idol. 

Altar stands for the sacrifice on the altar. It is as 
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when we say, "She sets a good table," referring to the 
delicious food someone prepares and sets on the table. 
The technical term for this figure is metonymy (a fig
ure of speech referring to a thing by calling it some
thing to which it is closely related). It is a common 
figure in scripture; so common that the average reader 
in many instances passes over it without notice. 

Examples of metonymy include, "drink this 
cup," for the contents of the cup (1 Cor. 11:26), 
"Moses ... is read every Sabbath in the synagogues," 
for the writings of Moses (Acts 15:21), and Jacob 
and Esau, for the nations descended from them 
(Mal. 1:2-3). 

As the animals sacrificed for sin on the Day of 
Atonement were carried outside the camp and 
burned, so Christ's sacrifice was outside the city. The 
exhortation, "Let us go forth to him outside the 
camp," is a call to break all ties with unbelieving Ju
daism. "Through Him, let us continually offer up a 
sacrifice of praise to God," is an appeal to leave the 
rituals and animal sacrifices of the Law of Moses and 
come to God through Christ, offering sacrifices of 
praise and good works. 

"We" (Christians) have an altar. "Those who serve 
the tabernacle" have no right to eat of our altar. They 
will not "taste and see that the Lord is good" (Psa. 
34:8). 

Undoubtedly, there is irony in the fact that the 
writer refers to those who "serve the tabernacle," 
rather than those who serve God. From the rest of the 
epistle, the writer obviously does not consider the ser
vice of the tabernacle to be any longer service to God. 
The expression refers to the priests, of course, but by 
extension, to all who still involve themselves in the 
services of the tabernacle, or Jewish sacrificial rituals. 



Those who still sacrifice at the altar of Judaism do not 
participate in the sacrifice of Christ. 

Grace, not Foods 
The immediate context of Hebrews 13:10 concerns 
certain "strange teachings", which are about eating 
or not eating certain foods. These "diverse and 
strange teachings" are contrasted with the truth of 
the unchanging Christ and the gospel of grace: "It is 
good that the heart be established by grace, not with 
foods which have not profited those who have been 
occupied with them" (Heb. 13:9}. 

Elsewhere in scripture Paul says those who com-
. mand abstinence from foods are paying attention to 
"deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons" (1 Tim. 
4:1-3). "The kingdom of God is not eating and drink
ing," he tells the Romans (Rom. 14:17). "Food will 
not commend us to God: neither, if we eat not, are we 
the worse; nor, if we eat are we the better" (1 Cor. 
"8:8}. 

We have no way of knowing precisely by what 
"diverse doctrines" those here addressed were being 
influenced, except that they were about food. Of 
course, those to whom this epistle is addressed knew. 
The Corinthians were concerned about whether the 
meat they were eating had been sacrificed to idols (1 
Cor. 8:1 ff.). 

by Phil Sanders 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 
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Peter in Antioch went back to the clean meats of 
the Levitical dietary laws in refusing to eat with Gen
tile Christians and was severely rebuked for it (Gal. 
2). 

Paul, in 1 Timothy 4:3-4 and Colossians 2:16-
23, seems to be dealing with a tendency toward as
ceticism (asceticism is the view that deprivation or 
abuse of the body is beneficial to the spirit). Greek 
philosophy probably influenced those who held this 
view, and Paul, in Colossians and 1 Timothy, may 
have been addressing the beginnings of a heresy that 
later became what is called Gnosticism. 

Whatever the specific error there, however, it is 
the consistent teaching of the New Testament that 
foods neither condemn us nor commend us before 
God. 

Our Altar, Not the Jewish Altar 
There were many different kinds of Jewish sacrifices, 
and the worshippers ate several of them as they were 
offered, both those who brought the sacrifice and 
the priests who presided at the offering. How
ever, the sacrifices being described are those of the 
Day of Atonement. The sacrifices on that day were 
sin offerings, and were not eaten by either the wor
shippers or the priests, but were "burned outside the 
camp." 

One point of the comparison is that neither sacri
fice {the one on the altar of the Day of Atonement 
nor the one on the altar we have) is eaten. There is 
no validity or efficacy to laws about foods . 

lord's Supper 
Although there are some who think otherwise, I 
think there is no reference here, either positively or 
negatively, to the Lord's supper. 

Some see a negative response to an overly ~acra
mental view of the Lord's Supper. The author is be
lieved to be saying, "We do not actually eat the body 
and blood of Christ in the Lord's supper." 

Others see the altar we have as being the Lord's 
table. So, "We have an altar," is believed to be saying, 
"We eat of the sacrifice of the Lord at the Lord's sup
per, which those in Judaism are not privileged to 
eat." 

There is no mention in context of the Lord's 
Supper, and it seems to me to be poor exegesis to 
bring it in. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery AL 36109 
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101 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
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SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . .................. $5.50 

According to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 

c includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs . ........... 4.50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . ......... 12.95 

Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and] 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ............ .......................... 6.95 

Functioning Leadership 
in the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs . ............... 3 .50 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ............................ ............................... 4.50 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to f ind all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . .... ........................................................ 4 .00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a ·new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6.00 

The Bible Mad e Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible - Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8J2x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................... 14.97 

Thoughts of Gold in Words of Silver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
Solomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita
tive. Every quotation of Scripture is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world . Since all truth found in and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs . ......................................... 9.99 

Shipping- $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

36 June 2001 
Firm Foundation 



Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm ·Foundation Ad Department 
P. O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@rcpublic.nct 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne-Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tacherr, min. 
276-2946 

Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Anchoragc-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

-Alaska-

Orlando-Winter Park -South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and the 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ' 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299- 1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Minnesota -

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a. m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. .... . 
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. Ill. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wi lmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • •• _ • 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44u. Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. Mt. Juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 

Belinda Pkwa)•. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

- Mississippi -
Cl inton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadwar 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m. , 6:00p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j osh Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
Miller, preacher. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

-Colorado-
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina ::..._ 
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill Sr. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesville - 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. cast of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Free with any book order
while •upplle• lu i 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

-Texas-
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whinen, preacher 

· carifi9 & sliarif19 
· Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Klem Area Church of Chnst, 20802 Hufsmtth-
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

fdil." Ill.,\{ 
Of /..17/fl\.\ 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Ler oy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking . They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
52.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Ol)•mpia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarcctf edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

O rder from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $1 0 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 

it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you! 
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- Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-142L Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burloo Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 

$1 5 .25 eac h 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Request special price. 

Order from Firm Foundation 

![Cowers 
rrfiat :J{g,ver 
!faae 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a diHerence 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the .. first of the 111onth to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Wanted: sound conservative preacher. Please send 
r~sum~ to the Church of Christ, Box S 62, 
Maysville, OK 73057. For information, please call 
after 9:00p.m., (405) 867-5230, 756-3556, 867-
5276 .• 

Minister wanted: Small congregation looking for a 
preacher. If you like small town country life close 
to Austin, Texas this is the place for you. Working 
the community is part of the job. We would require 
references. Please submit r~sum~ (including tape 
{s), film, etc.) to Lexington Church of Christ, PO 
Box 184, Lexington, Texas 78947. 

Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 near 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and 
experience. Send r~sum~, references, picture, audio 
or video sermon to Elders, Church of Christ, 922 
S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: 
937-878-1117 or ray-patsypugh@juno.com 

Sound, gospel preacher wanted for a biblically 
conservative congregation of 65 members desiring 
to grow both in spirit and number. The church of 
Christ in Anthony, Kansas, seeks a spiritually 
mature, family man to work with, encourage, and 
teach this dedicated group of Christians. The 
Anthony church is financially self- supporting and 
offers a good salary plus a nice, brick home. Send 
r~sum~ and tape to: Anthony Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 322, Anthony, KS 67003. For more 
information, contact Bill Starks at (620) 842-5351. 

Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watenown, N.Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send r~sum~ 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watenown,N.Y. 13601 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30-55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 100 members is led by 4 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 5-bdr home is pan of salary.) This position 
will be open after March 15, 2001. Send r~sumc! 
and video tape of recent sermon to: The Elders, 
W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G-2296 W. 
Carpenter Rd., Flint, Mich. 48505. 

Wanted: Preacher/Minister - the eldership of a 
well-established congregation of 120 in Central 
California, is seeking a sound, conservative gospel 
preacher. Please send r~sum~, references, and an 
audio tape to: Church of Christ, 2912 N. Chester 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93306, or e-mail address: 
tuclcerjs@msn.com. For more info cal1 (661) 872-
5166. 

Training Up a Child 
by Gwendolyn Webb 

H you have a copy that you would sell call 
(888) 367-6216 

Congregation of 125 (50% black, SO% white) SO 
miles SW of New Orleans in a fast-growing city of 
100,000 looking for a sound conservative evangelist 
with 8 yrs. full-time experience. Position open Feb. 
1, 2001 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
VBS, etc, and motivate congregation to evangelize. 
If you are interested in a long-term commitment 
(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send r~sum~ with 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of family and financial requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 117, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872-
3778. 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Panial support needed. Johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; Jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Pine Vale Children's H~me is searching for a new 
Executive Director. Pine Vale is a residential 
childcare facility located near Corinth, Miss. 
Seeking qualified applicants to submit r~sum~ 
before May 30, 2001. The qualifications sought 
are BS in Social Work or related area with 4 yrs. 
experience or MSW or Masters in a related area 
with 2 yrs. experience. Please submit r~sum~s to 
Mr. Clarence Hinton, 1978 Cty. Rd. 700, Corinth, 
MS 38834, (662) 287-1757, fax (662) 665-9720. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. harclback ............................ $19.95 

$3.00 slh • Texas residents add 8.2596 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
SL, Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Bac:k to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

SSOP July 1972 classmates~ I am seeking the rest 
of the lectures by our instructors, when we were 
there, 9(70-7/72. I have several classes on reel-to
reel, and am seeking the rest. Let me hear from 
you. Ben Bilyeu, P.O. Box 1452, Cookeville, TN 
38503, (931) 372-598 8, bilyeu@usit.net. 

"Why I Changed Churches" by Paul D. Murphy, 
available at KeMa Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, 
MS 38827-0070. Single copy-509!, Qty. Disc. 

Stewardship Series by V. P. Black availabe at KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070. 
Five of the series now in print. 

Timeless Sermons for Now and Eternity. 52 full
length outlines. Vol. 1 by Paul D. Murphy now 
available. $5.00 plus $1.35 postage. KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds In 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. 804 pages. 

$15.0-0 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Back In print/ 

Q~estions 
~d 
Answers 
Open Forum Volume 2 

by Guy N. Woods 

This second volume was planned to 
complement the first volume and provide 
material not included in there. The 
answers given are based on a half century 
of study, observation and research using 
the best tools available. 
paperback • 374 pgs. 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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U.'CARNATION 

Core/Bull's Eye Gospel Refuted 
The aim of this book is to review and 
examine the contention that all matters 
other than the Deily of Christ are not 
important. The first part of this book is a 
review and study o f the views and 
teachings of those espousing this view. 
The second part is a direct discussion/ 
refutation of specific points of the "Core 
Gospel" argument. pb, 95 pgs. 

................. $4.50 

The Noahic Flood: Science 
and "The World That Was" 
This book examines the geologic and 
other scientific implications specifically of 
the Noahic f lood, and answers many of 
the questions raised by skeptics and 
erases numerous supposed contradic
tions which skeptics and atheists say 
exist between science and the Bible. 
Faith in the Bible as the Word of God will 
be fortified by a studyof this book. pb, 
112 pgs ......................................... 5.00 

The Second Incarnation 
A Pattern for Apostasy 
A refutation of the Rubel Shelley-Randy 
Harris book The Second Incarnation: A 
Theology for the 21st Century Church. 
Brother Cates has done a thorough, fair, 
and honest evaluation and refutation of 
the fatal error advocated by Shelley and 
Harris in their book. pb, 55 pgs. 

........... .. ....... 3 .50 

$2.75 s&hl one book • 25C/ea. additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
June 2001 

2001 VBS 

Finn 
Foundation 

In His Steps 
Lesson 1: His Life and God 

To observe some of the special qualities of 
Christ's life as it related to God, the 
Heavenly Father, and to lay a foundation 
for duplicating them in our lives as they 
relate to God, our Heavenly Father. 

Lesson 2: His Life and the Word of God 
To show the way Jesus used the Word of 
God in proving Himself a faithful servant of 
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lesson 4: His Life in Worship and Service 
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life of worship and service to His Father 
and to apply how we may follow His 
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have toward their peers. 
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(The followillg was presented before a committee of the Texas Legislature by a courageous preacher, Lindell 
Mitchell, who always speaks the truth in love and boldness. The study is valuable and you will find it helpful. 
Our appreciatiott to brother Mitchell for his research and writing.) 

More on Why Gambling Is Bad 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Gambling undermines good values, mocks 
work, finances crime, robs children, enslaves 
its addicts, subverts government, and poi

sons society. It does not contribute to the common 
good. Asserting past discrimination against our Na
tive American fri ends does not justify their taking 
this action [the committee was considering legisla
tion to enable a gambling casino on an East Texas In
dian Reservation). Alleging that gambling would 
produce an economic windfall does not make it 
right. Texans were asked to vote for a state lottery 
with assurances it wou ld provide for schools. Where 
are they? The lottery did not produce what it prom
ised. Gambling ships did not produce what they 
promised. Horse and dog racing did not deliver on 
their promises. Casinos will not deliver either. 

Gambling is a dishonest business. It is in no sense 
an industry. It produces no legitimate product. It ren
ders no honorable service. "Gambling is a parasitic 
business, which is completely nonproductive in that 
it tends' to create no new wealth but simply serves to 
redistribute wealth from lower income groups to 
higher income groups" (Congressional Research Ser
vice Report No.83-84E, Updated, April 22, 1983). 

When governments enter the gambling business, 
they are not neutral regarding morals. They are pro
moting the worst instead of the best interest of citi
zens. 

EHect of Gambling on Business 

Gambling's rapid expansion in recent years is due to 
effective courting of local business leaders tantalized 
by promises of increased tourism and economic de
velopment. Repeatedly the promises have failed to 
materialize. Worse, local businesses suffer as dollars 
are drained from the economy. Additionally, they ex
perience the social fallout typically accompanying 
gambling. 

A survey of 900 Minnesota restaurant owners re
ported 3 8 percent saying they lost business due to 
gambling; only 10 percent reported an increase due 
to the presence of casinos (Arnold J. Hewes, 
"Minnesota's Restaurants, Hotels & Resorts Are 
'Losers' In Gambling Explosion, Survey Results Re
veal," News Release from the Minnesota Restaurant, 
Hotel and Resort Associations, Jan. 13, 1993). 

The number of independent restaurants in Atlan
tic City dropped from 48 the year casinos opened to 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Great, Greater, Greatest 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

W hosoever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, shall be called least in 

the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do 
and teach them, he shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:19). 

At first glance this is a shocking statement. 
The meek and lowly man from Nazareth giving 
advice on how his disciples can be great in his 
church. 
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If one is great in a given realm, then another must be least in 
that realm. Can saints be ranked from least to greatest in Jesus' do
main? 

If you say, "Yeah, I'm the greatest in the kingdom of God" that 
claim is proof that you are addled and out of order. 

When the disciples of the Lord contended among themselves 
about "which of them was accounted to be the greatest," Jesus re
buked their presumption (Luke 22:24-27). 

When the mother of the sons of Zebedee asked that her two 
sons be seated on the right and left hand of Jesus in his kingdom, 
Jesus answered, "Ye know not what ye ask." In modern parlance, 
this would be translated, "You don't know what your are talking 
about." He was saying, "You don't have the ghost of an idea of 
about what constitutes greatness." 

Still, every disciple should aspire to be "great in the kingdom 
of God." 

This seems to be "a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an 
enigma." 

Do you want to be great in the kingdom of God? Then you are 
unworthy. 

Still, if you are not great in the kingdom, you fall beneath your 
spiritual potential and are unworthy. 

So, whether you say you are least in the kingdom of God or 
great in that kingdom, you are unworthy. 

It is a conundrum. But it is not beyond the pale of understand
ing. It is a riddle that has an answer. 

To claim to be great in the kingdom is to be least in the king
dom - maybe not even be in the kingdom. Pride goes before a 
fall. The bully who sings, "Hey, Look Me Over" is the unlucky 
loser. Any attempt to push, badger, and browbeat is confirmation 
of inferiority. 

He who thinks of himself as great is least. He who knows him
self to be least is great - maybe the greatest. ''And behold, there are 



last who shall be first, and there are· first who shall be last" (Luke 
13:30). 

There is another consideration. Jesus said that to break a com
mand that fallible mortals (ignorant humans) think of as inconse
quential is to be least in the kingdom, but the dis:iple who keeps all 
of the commands- both the great and the small (as fallible mortals 
judge great and small)- is great in the kingdom (Matt. 5:19). 

Greatness in the kingdom of God is in keeping of the com
mands of God - all of them! 

The superlative command is love God and second to it is love 
fellow man (Matt. 22:37-39). The reason is that on these two the 
whole law (of Moses) and the prophets hang, which merely means 
that these two commands encompass all the rest. 

To love God supremely is to observe and keep every rule of 
God- seeing that honors God. To love fellowman as self is to "do 
justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God," 
which is to observe (obey) every divine rule dealing with our treat
ment of one another. 

Loving God above all else and loving mankind as oneself em
braces every precept of the Law of God. The former exhausts duty 
to God, and the latter exhausts duty to our fellow creatures. Out
side of duty to God and duty to man there is no command of the 
Almighty. 

Being great in the kingdom consists of keeping all of the com
mands of God. That's it! 

Those who excuse ignoring one point of the Law of God are 
guilty of violating all Bible instruction Qames 2:1 0), which is ran
cid. It is like spitting in the face of Jesus, who was perfect in obedi
ence to his heavenly father (Heb. 5:7 -9). It neither tastes good nor 
smells good to belittle any command of the Almighty. It is the es
sence of rebellion because if we offend in one point we have 
shown a disposition to revolt against our Maker, which is an indis
position to honor God. Careful keeping of all commands of God, 
therefore, is to be great in the kingdom. 

Now, if keeping the commands of God - even the least - is 
greatness in the kingdom, what would be said of the person who 
tramples the injunctions of the new covenant underfoot? "Their 
end is perdition, their god is the belly, and their glory is their 
shame, and they mind earthly things?" (Phil. 3:19). 

The person who seems to say, "I'm the greatest in the kingdom 
because I can beat you up, bloody your nose, knock you out, im
pose my will by force, make you conform to my wishes, cause you 
to suffer" has the wrong idea about what makes greatness. He is 
only a bully who thinks force is greatness, which is the epitome of 
a stupidity that does not tolerate wisdom. Right makes might, but 
might does not make right. 

When the disciples of Jesus squabbled over who should be 
greatest (strongest, most powerful) in the kingdom, Jesus cor
rected their awful ambition. 

And he sat down, and called the twelve; and he saith unto them, 
. If any man would be 'first, he shall be last of all, and servant of 
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all .. And he took a little child, and set him in the 
midst of them: and taking him in his arms, he 
said unto them, Whosoever shall receive one of 
such little children in my name, receiveth me: 
and whosoever receiveth me, receiveth not me, 
but him that sent me (Mark 9:35-37). 

That is greatness? Serving others? Denying self? 
Washing feet? Humble-mindedness? 

Come on- you've got to be kidding. Everyone 
knows that greatness is a clenched fist. Whoever 
came up with the notion that "a servant is not 
greater than his lord; neither is one that is sent 
greater than he that sent him?" 

And Jesus called them to him, and saith unto 
them, Ye know that they who are accounted to 
rule over the Gentiles lord it over them; and their 
great ones exercise authority over them. But it is 
not so among you: but whosoever would become 
great among you, shall be your minister; and 
whosoever would be first among you, shall be 
servant of all. For the Son of man also came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many (Mark 10:42-45). 

The lesson: Don't be like the heathens who love 
to lord it over others, but be like Jesus and serve. 

And keep the commands of God - all of them. 
We must not compromise inspired scripture. We must 
be gracious, but dogmatically stick with revealed 
truth. 

So, it boils down to this, the word greatest can be 
used in a bad way or in a good way. 

Loudmouth, swaggering, bullying attempts at 
domination and control (a heathen-like emperor
complex) is bad, and those who seek to be greatest in 
this way are evil, and is clearly not what Jude had in 
mind when he told us to "contend earnestly for the 
faith." 
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"Really great people always see the best in oth
ers; it is the little man who looks for the worst -
and finds it" (Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Graydon 
Guardian and Surrey Country Gazette). 

Sincere and intense desire to grow in "the excel
lency of the knowledge of Christ" and serve others 
with humble adoration of God, putting his kingdom 
and his righteousness first, while unafraid to mark 
factionists, rebuke wickedness, and promote truth is 
to be great in the kingdom of God. 

Greatness in the church of Christ resides in 
knowing and keeping all of the commands of God 
(Matt. 5:19), even the command that tells us to "be 
of the same mind ... set not your mind on high 
things, but condescend to things that are lowly." 

And there arose also a contention among 
them, which of them was accounted to be the 
greatest. And he said unto them, The kings of 
the Gentiles have lordship over ~hem; and they 
that have authority over them are called Bene
factors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is the 
greater among you, let him become as the 
younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth 
serve. For which is greater, he that sitteth at 
meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at 
meat? but I am in the midst of you as he that 
serveth. But ye are they that have continued 
with me in my temptations; and I appoint unto 
you a kingdom, even as my Father appointed 
unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my table 
in my kingdom; and ye shall sit on thrones judg
ing the twelve tribes of Israel (Luke 22:24-30). 

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' 
sake (2 Cor. 4:5). 

Have you never heard of Diotrephes? "Prating 
against us with wicked words: and not content there
with, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, 
and them that would he forbiddeth and casteth them 
out of the church" (3 John 10). 

(The word translated "prating," by the way, 
means "to be a babbler or trifler, i.e. (by implication) 
to berate idly or mischievously.") 

Finally, there is also the greatness that comes 
from place. Jesus said that John the Baptist had no 
equals in his greatness, "yet he that is but little in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he" (Matt. 11:11). 
It is greatness to be in the kingdom that remains 
when all other kingdo.ms disappear. The reason is 
easy to see - one lasts and the other does not. 

Hilltops of glory I now can see 
0 brother won't you come go with me? 

P.O. Box 690192 
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More on Why Gambling Is Bad 
(continued from page 1) 

16 in 1997 (Evelyn Nieves, "Our Towns: Taste of 
Hope at Restaurants Casinos Hurt," New York 
Times, Mar. 23, 1997, sec. 1, p. 39). 

Within four years of the casino's arrival, one
third of the city's retail businesses closed (Robert 
Goodman, "The Luck 'Business: The Devastating 
Consequences and Broken Promises of America's 
Gambling Explosion" (New York: Free Press, [1995], 
p. 23). 

The number of retail businesses in Gilpin 
County, Colorado, dropped. from 31 before gam
bling to 11 within a couple of years after casinos ar
rived. Gilpin County is home to the majority of the 
state's casinos (Patricia A. Stokowski, Riches andRe
grets: Betting on Gambling in Two Colorado Moun
tain Towns (Niwot, Colo: University of Colorado 
Press, [1996], p. 159). 

More than half of business owners in Illinois 
riverboat casino towns reported either negative im
pact or no effect from the presence of casinos. Only 3 
percent said their businesses had been "helped a lot" 
by the casinos ij. Terrence Brunner, "Statement on 
Riverboat Gambling to the Metro Ethics Coalition 
Project," Better Government Association, October 
1994). 

A University of South Dakota study showed re
tail and service businesses in South Dakota suffered a 
net loss of approximately $60 million in anticipated 
sales the year following the introduction of gambling 
(Michael K. Madden, "Gaming in South Dakota: A 
Statistical Description and Analysis of Its Socioeco
nomic Impacts," University of South Dakota, No
vember 1991, p. 36). 

More than 70 percent of businesses in Natchez, 
Mississippi, reported declining sales within a few 
months of the opening of that city's first riverboat 
casino (Goodman, op. cit., p. 31). 

·There is no reason to believe the presence of a 
casino in any community will do great things for lo
cal business operators. 

Gambling promoters typically hold out the prom
ise of tourism when attempting to expand. However, 
most gambling enterprises make their money from the 
pockets of the local citizenry. They merely transfer 
wealth from the community to casino companies, 
many of which are from another state. 

A survey of Illinois riverboat gamblers conducted 
in 1995 found that 85 percent lived within 50 miles 
of the floating casino where they gambled (Ricardo 
C. Gazel, William N. Thompson and J. Terrence 
Brunner, Casing Gamblers in Illinois: Who are they? 
1996, p. 7). 

A survey of gamblers inside a Kansas City, Mis
souri, casino found that 8 8 percent lived within 45 
minutes of the casino (Rick Aim, "Taking a Chance 
on the Boats," Kansas City Star Magazine, June 3 0, 
1996, p. 9). 

Eighty percent of Wisconsin casino revenues 
come from Wisconsin residents, according to a study 
released in 1995 (William Thompson, Ricardo Gazel 
and Dan Rickman, "The Economic Impact of Native 
American Gaming in Wisconsin," Wisconsin Policy 
Research Institute Report, April 1995, p. 1). 

Gambling sucks money out of the local economy. 

By B. L. Whiteside 
Doetrinal Discourses 

Recognized by many as one of the best in a study 
of some vital doctrinal issues. The articles·, some from 
religious journals, others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside's study 
and understanding of the Word. The articles range in 
time from the 1890s to 1950. David Lipscomb and J.A. 
Harding were major Influences in brother Whiteside's 
early years. Hardback • 386 pgs. 

"He came as near getting everything out of a 
passage of Scripture that the Holy Spirit put into it and 
then stopping, as any man I ever knew •••• He was 
anxious not to go one step further." 

Cled Wallace, Jan. 18, 1951 .7 .95 plus $3.00 shipping 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Refteetions 
A book of Bible answers to perplexing questions. 

Study of these answers with their wealth of seasoned 
wisdom will increase your knowlede and love of God 
and his Word, enrich your life as a Christian, open for 
you avenues to greater activity and enlarge the 
borders of your usefulness to mankind. It is the 
answer to your quest for truth. Hardback • 514 pgs. .7 .95 plus $3.00 shipping 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$3.50 s&h tor both books 

Firm Foundaton • 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

July 2001 5 
Firm Foundation 



Local residents, not tourists, comprise the bulk of 
gamblers. Ladies and gentlemen, the East Texas 
economy cannot afford such an assault. 

Gambling differs from legitimate forms of enter
tainment in that it is heavily reliant on revenues from 
people with a psychological disorder, as defined by 
the American Psychiatric Association. 

A University of Illinois economist, Earl Grinols, 
has calculated that 52 percent of casino revenues 
come from active problem and pathological gamblers 
(E.L. Grinols and J.D. Omorov, "Development or 
Dreamfield Delusions?: Assessing Casino Gambling's 
Costs and Benefits," The Journal of Law and Com
merce, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, Fall 
1996, pp. 58-60). 

University of Minnesota researchers calculated 
that 2 percent of gamblers account for 63 percent of 
all the money legally wagered in Minnesota (D.J. 
Tice, "Big Spenders," Saint Paul Pioneer Press [Spe
cial Reprint Section], February 1993). 

There is no honor in taking advantage of psycho
logically impaired citizens. 

EHed of Gambling on Families 
and Their Communities 

Divorce 
Employers, business associates, friends, and taxpay
ers all pay a steep price for gambling. However, fam
ily members pay the most acute cost. In addition to 
severe material deprivations, family members often 
experience the trauma of divorce, child abuse, ne
glect, and family violence. 

When gambling arrives, divorce increases. A sur
vey of nearly 400 Gamblers Anonymous members 
showed nearly 28 percent were separated or divorced 
.as a direct result of their gambling ("National Gam
bling Impact Study Commission Final Report," June 
1999, p. 4ff). 

The National Gambling Impact Study Commis
sion reported receiving "abundant testimony and 
evidence that compulsive gambling introduces a 
greatly heightened level of stress and tension into 
marriages and families, often culminating in divorce 
and other manifestations of familial disharmony" 
(NGISC Final Report, p. 7-26). 

The number of divorces in Harrison County, 
Miss., has nearly tripled since the introduction of ca
sinos. The county, which is home to ten casinos, has 
averaged an additional 85 0 divorces per year since 
casinos arrived (Mississippi State Department of 
Health, "Vital Statistics Mississippi" 1991-1998). 

6 July 2001 nrm Foundation 

A nationwide survey undertaken for the National 
Gambling Impact Study Commission found "respon
dents representing 2 million adults identified a 
spouse's gambling as a significant factor in a prior di
vorce" (National Opinion Research Center, "Gam
bling Impact and Behavior Study: Report to the Na
tional Gambling Impact Study Commission," April 
1, 1999, p. 48). 

We 4o not want the added pressures of casino 
gambling damaging marriages in our community. 

Child Abuse and Negled 
The National Gambling Impact Study Commission 
reported: "Children of compulsive gamblers are of
ten prone to suffer abuse, as well as neglect, as a re
sult of parental problem or pathological gambling" 
(NGISC Final Report, p. 7 -28). 

Children have died as a direct result of adult gam
bling problems. In Louisiana and South Carolina, chil
dren died after being locked in hot cars for hours 
while their caretakers gambled Ooe Darby, "Sitter In
dicted in Toddler's Death," New Orleans Times
Picayune, May 23, 1997, p. 131; "Police: Baby Died 
of Dehydration in Car While Mom Gambled in Ca
sino," Associated Press, Sept. 2, 1997). 

An Illinois mother was sentenced to prison for 
suffocating her infant daughter to collect insurance 
money to continue gambling (Ed Bierschenk, "Gam-
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bier Receives 21 Years in Connection with Baby's 
Death," Copley News Service, Oct. 23, 1999). 

Cases of child abandonment at Foxwoods, the 
nation's largest casino in Ledyard, Conn., became so 
common authorities were forced to post signs in the 
casino's parking lots warning parents not to leave 
children unattended in cars (Stephanie Saul, "Tribe 
Bets on Growth," Newsday, Aug. 11, 1997). 

We do not need more neglected children in our 
community. 

Family Violence 
National Research Studies indicate between one 
quarter and one half of spouses of compulsive gam
blers have been abused (National Research Council, 
"Pathological Gambling: A Critical Review," April1, 
1999,p.5ff). 

Case studies of 10 casino communities con
ducted for the National Gambling Impact Study 
Commission revealed the majority of those commu
nities experienced increases in domestic violence 
relative to the introduction of casinos (NGISC Final 
Report, pp. 7-27). 

Domestic violence shelters on Mississippi's Gulf 
Coast reported increases in requests for assistance 
ranging from 100 to 300 percent after the introduc
tion of casinos (Maryland Attorney General J. Joseph 
Curran, Jr., "The House Never Loses and Maryland 
Cannot Win: Why Casino Gaming Is a Bad Idea," Oct. 
16, 1995, p. 5; NGISC Final Report, pp. 7-27). 

A University of Nebraska Medical Center study 
concluded the problem of gambling is as much a risk 
factor for domestic violence as alcohol abuse Uohn 
Jejkal, "U. Nebraska Doctor Contributes to National 
Domestic Violence Study," Daily Nebraskan, Jan. 13, 
2000). 

Domestic violence murders in at least 11 states 
have been traced to gambling problems since 1996. 
Families are under enough pressure without gam
bling. 

Suicide 
Dr. David Phillips notes that Las Vegas displays the 
highest levels of suicide in the nation, both for 
residents of the city and for visitors. In Atlantic 
City, N.J., Philips found abnormally high suicide lev
els for visitors and residents appeared only after 
gambling casinos were opened (David P. Philips, 
Ward Welty, and Marisa Smith, "Elevated Suicide 
Levels Associated with Legalized Gambling, Suicide 
and Life-Threatening Behavior," vol. 27, Dec. 1997, 
p. 373). 

In Gulfport, Miss., suicides increased by 213 per
cent (from 24 to 75) in the first two years after casi
nos arrived. In neighboring Biloxi, suicide attempts 
jumped by 1,000 percent (from 6 to 66) in the first 
year alone (Attorney General J. Joseph Curran, Jr., 
"The House Never Loses and Maryland Cannot 
Win: Why Casino Gaming Is a Bad Idea, Report on 
the Impact of Casino Gaming on Crime," Oct. 16, 
1995, p. 7). Is this what you want for Texas commu
nities? 

Bankruptcy 
Bankruptcy rates have reached alarmingly high levels 
in the United States despite a relatively robust 
economy. Nevada (home of Vegas) had the fourth 
highest bankruptcy rate in the nation in 1996. Atlan
tic County, New Jersey, home of Atlantic City, has 
the highest bankruptcy rate in the state ("The Per
sonal Bankruptcy Crisis, 1997: Demographics, 
Causes, Implications & Solutions," SMR Research 
Corporation, 1997, p. 117). 

Six of the 16 counties with the highest bank
ruptcy rates in the nation in 1996 were located near 
the 1 0-riverboat casinos in Tunica, Mississippi. 
Shelby County, Tennessee (home to Memphis), had 
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the highest bankruptcy rate in the nation four times 
the national average (Ibid., p. 121 Note: among 
counties with a minimum population of 25 ,000). 

Memphis, which is within an hour's drive of Tu
nica, ranks as the number six "casino feeder market" 
in the country, producing 6 million casino visits in 
1996 ("Harrah's Survey of Casino Entertainment, 
1997," Harrah's Entertainment Incorporated). 

SMR Research Corporation, in its lengthy study, 
"The Personal Bankruptcy Crisis, 1997," concluded, 
"It now appears that gambling may be the single fast
est growing driver of bankruptcy.·" The report also 
determined that in those areas near major casinos, 
"Gambling-related bankruptcies account for a good 
10% to 20% of the filings ("The Personal Bank
ruptcy Crisis, 1997," op. cit., pp. 116, 124). 

Crime 
Information developed from gambling communities 
across the country shows that gambling fosters a sig
nificant increase in crime. The total number of 
crimes within a 3 0-mile radius of Atlantic City in
creased by 107 percent in the nine years following 
the introduction of casinos to that community (An
drew J. Buck, Simon Hakim, and Uriel Spiegel, "Ca
sinos, Crime and Real Estate Values: Do they Re
late?," journal of Research in Crime and Delin
quency, August 1991, p. 295). 

The Mississippi Gulf Coast experienced a 43 per
cent increase in crime in the four years after casinos 
arrived. Harrison County, where most of the Gulf 
Coast casinos are located, witnessed a 58 percent in
crease in total crimes between 1993 and 1996 (Rob
ert Waterbury, 1996 Mississippi Coast Crime Statis
tics, Mississippi Coast Crime Commission, May 
1997). 

A U.S. News & World Report analysis found 
crime rates in casino communities to be 84 percent 
higher than the national average ijoseph P. Shapiro, 
"America's Gambling Fever," U.S. News & World Re
port, Jan. 15, 1996, pp. 58, 60). 

The number of court cases filed in Tunica 
County, Miss., went from 689 in 1991, the year be
fore casinos began operating there, to 11,100 in 
1996 (Bartholomew Sullivan, "Once-Sleepy Tunica 
Awakens to Gambling-Inspired Crime," [Memphis] 
Commercial Appeal, Oct. 20, 1997, p. AS). 

Half of Louisiana District Attorneys surveyed in 
1995 noted gambling as a factor in rising crime rates 
in their jurisdictions (Greg Garland, "Crime Rising 
with Gambling: Bad Checks, Theft Show Biggest 
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Gain," [Baton Rouge, La.] Advocate, July 30, 1995 
p. lA). 

In April 1997, the Associated Press reported: 
A reputed crime syndicate tried to infiltrate and 
control an Indian casino near San Diego, the sec
ond time in 10 years that the casino was alleg
edly targeted, according to federal indictments. 
In the first incident, nine reputed Chicago orga
nized crime figures were convicted of racketeer
ing, extortion, and other charges (Matthew 
Fordahl, 'Indictment Alleges Organized Crime 
Infiltration of Indian Casino,' Associated Press, 
April 18, 1997). 

In Louisiana, 25 individuals were convicted for 
taking part in a scheme designed to skim video poker 
profits for the Marcello, Genovese, and Gambino 
crime families in Louisiana and New York. Among 
those convicted was a former New Jersey deputy at
torney general, who also had served· as an executive 
with the Trump Taj Mahal Casino in Atlantic City, 
N.J. ijoe Gyan, Jr., "Book Closes on Mob Try to In
filtrate Louisiana Gambling," [Baton Rouge, La.] Ad
vocate, Oct. 13, 1996, p. 1A). 

Reputed organized crime members from New 
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Orleans and Los Angeles were convicted along with 
casino employees in a blackjack-cheating scheme at 
the President Casino in Gulfport Mississippi 
(Michael Peristein, '~rests Link Mob to Casino Cars 
Scam," [New Orleans] Times-Picayune, Feb. 21, 
1996, p. B6). 

The argument legalized gambling would under
cut illegal operations has proven false, William 
Jahoda," a former Chicago-area Mafia gambling di
rector, testified before ·members of congress in 1995 
that legalized gambling has been a boon to mob gam
bling operations: 

[A]ny new form or expansion of existing state
controlled licensed gambling always increased 
our market share. Simply put, the political dupes 
or stooges who approv~d riverboat gambling 
houses, lotteries, ofhrack horse betting sites, Las 
Vegas nights, etc., became our unwitting and at 
least to my knowledge unpaid pimps and 
frontmen (William Jahoda, "Statement before 
the House Judiciary Committee Hearing on the 
'National Gambling Impact and Policy Commis
sion Act,'" Sept. 29, 1995). 

lmpad of Gambling on Political Institutions 
The recent wave of gambling expansion in the 
United States has spawned another epidemic of po
litical corruption. Two former West Virginia Senate 
Presidents were sentenced to prison for taking 
money from gambling interests. One was charged 
with soliciting $15,000 from a casino company to 
help pass a bill that would have allowed casinos in 
the state. The other was convicted of accepting an il
legal $10,000 payment from gambling interests (A.V. 
Gallagher, Associated Press, "Former W. Va. Senate 
President Sentenced to 5 Years, Fined $10,000," 
Dec. 14, 1989). 

Nineteen Arizona legislators and lobbyists were 
caught on videotape taking money after agreeing to 
vote for legalized gambling (Sally Ann Stewart, 
"New Tarnish on Arizona's Image; Bribe Case Has 
State 'in Shock,"' USA Today, Feb. 13, 1991, p. 6A). 

The FBI launched a two-year investigation into 
the activities of more than a dozen Louisiana legisla
tors suspected of accepting bribes from gambling in
terests Uim Yardley, "Don't Bet on Gambling; Louisi
ana Bribery Suspected," Atlanta journal and Consti
tution, Sept. 5, 1995, p. 4B). One former state sena
tor, who chaired the senate committee overseeing 
gambling matters, has been convicted of 
racketeering-related charges in the investigation Ooe 
Gyan, Jr., "Bankston Convicted on 2 Counts; Ray
burn Acquitted," Baton Rouge Advocate, June 28, 

1997, p. 1A). A representative who sat on a similar 
committee in the Louisiana House resigned after ad
mitting to using his influence to help two 
organized-crime-controlled video poker companies 
in exchange for gifts Uoe Gyan, Jr., "Guzzardo Quits 
Mter Guilty Plea," Baton Rouge Advocate, May 2, 
1996, p. 1A). 

The vulgar fruit of casino gambling is harmful to 
families and communities. Do not foist this corrupt 
business off on our community. 

Impact of Indian Casinos 
Many of my friends and neighbors are convinced a 
casino on the Alabama Coushatta reservation will 
usher in a golden age of prosperity. A candid look at 
gambling on Indian reservations gives cause for con
cern. 

The fastest-growing element of the gambling 
business is casinos operated by Indian tribes. Many 
are reluctant to criticize any aspect of these casinos 
because of the disadvantaged status of many Indian 
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tribes. However, there are disturbing facts that argue 
for opposition to casino gambling. 

According to Forbes magazine, "Except for a few 
hundred people, many of whom boast only a trace of 
Indian blood, Most American Indians haven't gained 
a penny [from casinos]" (William G. Flanagan with 
James Samuelson, "The New Buffalo? Who Got the 
Meat?" Forbes, Sept. 8, 1997, p. 148). 

The Minneapolis Star Tribune reported that un
employment among Indians in that state remains 
above 50 percent, about the same as before the 
state's 17 Indian-owned casinos arrived (Pat Doyle, 
"The Casino Payoff: Tribes Struggling with Unem
ployment." The Minneapolis Star Tribune, Nov. 2, 
1997, p. 1A). 

Among some tribes in South Dakota, unemploy
ment has actually increased since the opening of casi
nos (Michael Ridgeway, "Gambling Ventures 
Haven't Been Cure-All for Century of Poverty, Indi
ans Say," (Sioux Falls, S.D.) Argus Leader, July 12, 
1997, p. 1). 

In many instances, Indian tribes are simply a 
front for Las Vegas gambling interests looking to en
ter new markets. They know they can pocket up to 
40 percent of Indian casino profits via "management 
contracts" (Tracey A. Reeves, "Gaming Companies 
Are Cozying Up to Tribes," Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Mar. 16, 1997). 

The rationale used to justify Indian casinos is 
that they enable tribes to gain economic 
self-sufficiency. Yet tribes that struck it rich with casi
nos continue to receive large federal subsidies. The 
Pequots, sitting on revenues of a billion dollars per 
year, were granted $1.5 million in low-income hous
ing assistance in 1996. 

The Tulalip Indians in Washington State (esti
mated casino revenues of $30 million) used federal 
low-income housing grants to build themselves 
$300,000 luxury homes (New Kallispel Casino 
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Could Gross $28 .8 Million Yearly," Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, Sept. 28, 1998. p. B2). 

A tribe in Minnesota refused to dip into its 
casino-generated $30 million bank account to fix a 
school building with a leaky roof and insulation 
bulging out of gashes in the wall, preferring to wait 
several years until the federal government could 
make the repairs (Sean Paige, "Gambling on the Fu
ture," Insight, Dec. 22, 1997, p. 8; Pat Doyle, "The 
Casino Payoff: Tribal Spending Priorities Spark De
bate," Minneapolis Star Tribune, Nov. 3, 1998). 

If they succeed in building a casino on their res
ervation, would the Alabama-Coushattas continue to 
receive government subsidies for housing, 
health-care, and education? 

Indian casinos have key advantages over com
mercial operations. Because tribes are called "sover
eign nations," they pay no federal or state taxes. 
When a tribe gets into the gambling business, neigh
boring communities are typically left to foot the bill 
for increased crime, traffic congestion, and other 
problems accompanying casinos. Would the 
Alabama-Coushattas pay these costs or leave them to 
their neighbors? 

The people of Texas need to understand that ab
sent some showing that congress has consented, the 
states have no power to regulate activity conducted 
on an Indian reservation (Mescalero Apache Tribe v. 
Jones, 411 U.S. 145, 148 [1973]). If Texas makes a 
compact with the tribes and casinos are constructed, 
there will be no regulation by the state. Nor will 
there be any tax benefit to the state. Ladies and 
gentlemen, why would you do that? 

According to federal courts, state labor laws do 
not apply to tribal gambling employers. State laws 
that would be inapplicable include workers' compen
sation; state unemployment insurance; state mini
mum wage; daily or weekly overtime; state disability 
insurance programs; protection against discrimina
tion for race, sex, age, religion, disability, etc.; pro
tection of minors ... " The people of Polk County do 
not what that! Is it what our elected officials want 
for us? 

The Chairman of the Hope Tribe testified before 
the National Gambling Impact Study Commission: 

One need only visit an Indian casino to realize 
that a significant number of casino patrons are 
Indian people from the reservations on which 
the casino is located .... I believe it is also safe to 
conclude that most Indian people do not rou
tinely have a surplus disposable income which 



should be expended on games of chance. Most 
of our people on most reservations and tribal 
communities find it difficult enough to accumu
late enough income on a monthly basis to meet 
the most basic needs of their families (The Hon
orable Wayne Taylor, Jr., Testimony before the 
National Gambling Impact Study Commission, 
Tempe, Ariz., July 30, 1998). 

It is clear that, just as lotteries and commercial 
casinos exploit the most vulnerable, Indian gambling 
advocates are setting a trap for many of their own 
tribal members. The high rate of alcohol and drug 
abuse on Indian reservations is well-documented. 
New studies now show that gambling addiction rates 
are at least twice as high among Indians compared to 
the rest of the nation ("Pathological Gambling 

Come study with us ... 

Among American Indians," The WAGER, Massachu
setts Council on Compulsive Gambling and Harvard 
Medical School Division on Addictions, Aug. 20, 
1996; Steve Moore, "Indians Said More Prone to 
Gambling Addiction," (Riverside, Calif.) Press
Enterprise, Feb. 28, 1994, p. A1; "Pathological Gam
bling Prevalence Among Indigenous Peoples," The 
WAGER, October 14, 1997, Harvard Medical 
School Division on Addictions). 

Casino gambling is a bad bet for Texas. I close 
with the immortal words of a wise man: 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a re
proach to any people" (Prov. 14:34). 
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Back to Basics 
Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

The Human Situation 
In the beginning God made people upright (Eccl. 
7:29). They were included in God's summary verdict 
on his creation that it was very good (Gen. 1:31). 

Nevertheless, it is the affirmation of both the 
Old Testament and New Testament that sin is univer
sal among people. Solomon said, "There is no person 
who does not sin" (1 Kings 8:46; 2 Chron. 6:36; Job 
14:1-4; Psa. 143:2; Prov. 20:9; Eccl .. 7:20). Paul de
clared, "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God" (Rom. 3:23; 5:12). 

A basic picture of alienation of people from God 
is presented. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts" (lsa. 55 :8-9). 

The picture is not one where God has wandered 
away but is where people have wandered: "All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned every 
one to his own way" (lsa. 53:6; cf. 1 Pet. 2:25). The 
call of the Lord is, "Return to me, and I will return to 
you" (Mal. 3:7). 

Paul described the condition of the Gentile world 
apart from the gospel as being without hope and 
without God in the world (Eph. 2: 12). The indi
vidual is dead through his trespasses and sins (Eph. 
2:1, 5). Paul, in rebuking Peter, can contrast Jews by 
birth and Gentile sinners (Gal. 2: 15). He traced out 
the downward way of humanity in Romans 1 with 
the repeated phrase "God gave them up" (Rom. 
1:24, 26-27). Instead of the onward and upward pic
ture of the evolutionary view of people, it is a picture 
of repeated alienation from God. Whereas the Jew
ish race had the law given because of transgression 
(Gal. 3:10), Paul found them agreeing that actions 
were sinful but then engaging in them anyway so that 
every person was without excuse (Rom. 2-3). All are 
under sin (Gal. 2:22); and the wages of sin is death 
(Rom. 6:23). 

The origin of the alienation is traced back to 
Adam's sin in the Garden of Eden. The first father 
sinned (lsa. 46:27). Through one man sin entered 
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the world (Rom. 5: 12). Adam and Eve broke a spe
cifically stated prohibition. Eve's sin came first (1 
Tm1. 3:14); the serpent deceived her by his cunning 
{2 Cor. 11 :2). Sin is older than the law of Moses. 
Conditions were so sinful in the time of Noah (Gen. 
6:5) that God destroyed all except Noah and his 
family by the flood. By the time of Abraham, the 
Lord chose Abraham and his family for his special 
purpose. Israel was bound under oath to keep the 
Lord's covenant {Ex. 24:3££). 

It is over the effects of Adam's. sin that the theo
logical debate emerges which is influenced when 
Paul says that death passed to all people in that all 
have sinned (eph' ho pantes hemarton; Rom. 5:12)) 
But Augustine, and many after him, have misunder
stood the passage as saying "in whom" all have 
sinned - that is, all sinned in Adam. But the passage 
does not say that. Human sin is clear in the Old Tes
tament but is not traced to an incapacity inherited 
from Adam. People are responsible for their own ac
tions. It is never suggested that the individual is 
judged for what Adam did. He is judged for his own 
sins. All that was done in Adam is undone in Christ 
(Rom. 5: 19). 

Once Augustine's position is accepted, however, 
then a further proof text is found in David's state
ment, "I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did 
my mother conceive me" {Psa. 51 :5). However, Ju
daism never developed either out of the Adam story 
or out of the Psalm text a doctrine of inherited sin. 
That David was making a statement about all people 
is very doubtful. Rather, I would suggest that, in the 
face of his sin with Bathsheba, David used hyperbole 
equal to a declaration a penitent might make should 
he say, "I never was any good." 

The prophets Jeremiah {31 :29-30) and Ezekiel 
{18:2-4) proclaim that the proverb, "The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes ~nd the children's teeth are 
set on edge," no longer holds in Israel. Each person 
answers for his own sins. 

The command for all people everywhere to repent 
{Acts 17:30) assumes universal sinfulness which 
makes repentance necessary. The verdict is "the soul 
that sins shall die" {Ezek. 18:4, 20). Jesus Christ came 



into the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1: 15). He came 
to call sinners to repentance (Matt. 9: 13; Mark 2: 17; 
Luke 5 :32). The Son of man came to seek and save the 
lost (Luke 19:10). In Jesus' parable human lost condi
tion is presented in the images of the lost sheep, the 
lost coin, and the lost boy (Luke 15: 1ff.). 

One can have a serious disease and be unaware 
of it, so one need not be conscious of him being left 
in that condition. 

The apostolic preaching created a consciousness 
of sin. That was one of the tasks of the promised 
Holy Spirit Uohn 16:8). 

In the light of human lostness, Paul can contrast 
those "in Adam" and those "in Christ" ( 1 Cor. 
15:22). Another contrast is "in the world" (1 John 
2:4) and "in Christ" (2 Cor. 5:14). Rather than ex
ternal things, it is that which comes out of the heart 
of a person which defiles the person (Matt. 
15: 19-20). "The mind that is set on the flesh is hos
tile to God; it does not submit to God's law, indeed it 
cannot; and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God" (Rom. 8:7). Paul uses the term flesh for all that 
is in a person which rebels against God. The one 
who keeps the whole law but fails in one point has 
become guilty of all of it (James 2:10). 

One is reminded of the inability to escape the 
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consequences of his sin with the warning given to Is
rael if disobedient, "Your sins will find you out" 
(Num. 32:23). Those to whom the gospel is veiled 
are spoken of as those who are perishing (2 Cor. 
4:3 ). Before conversion one is spoken of as being 
"dead through trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1, 5). He 
is a slave of sin (John 8:34). But in conversion one 
has died to sin (1 Pet. 2:24). 

While there are more than 50 sin words in the 
Hebrew Bible, some of the various aspects of sin are 
revealed in three biblical words. We read of "Iniq
uity, transgression, and sin" (Ex .. 34:7). There first is 
rebellion (pasa'; Greek: parabasis; English: "trans
gression") with the same word used that in secular 
contexts speaks of political rebellion (Gen. 14:4; 1 
Sam. 21:23; 2 Kings 18:7; 24:1). "If you rebel 
against my words" (Num. 20:24; 22:14; Deut. 1:26, 
43; 9:23). There is the idea of breaking the law. "Sin 
is transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4). The case of 
Saul's failure to destroy the Amalekites (1 Sam. 
15:1ff.) should remind one that he can rebel when he 
would excuse himself for his failure to obey and has 
not thought he has rebelled. 

Then there is the idea of missing the mark (hata,; 
Greek: hamartia; English: "sin")- of failing to be 
what the Lord intended for one to be. In its secular 
use, this word describes missing a target one is shoot
ing at Uudges 20:16). The Lord is holy and he ex
pects his people to be holy (Lev. 11 :45). 

'Awon begins with Cain's statement: "My pun
ishment [iniquity] is greater than I can bear" (Gen. 
4:13). The noun ~awen is that which is crooked or 
perverse. This term comes out in Greek as anomia 
which means lawlessness or iniquity. 

Terminology becomes important when Paul asks 
the question, "Shall we continue in sin?" (Rom. 6:1). 
He can offer the Corinthians the hypothetical picture 
of being ~yet in your sins" (1 Cor. 15: 17). Being "in 
sin" contrasts with being "in Christ." Jesus warned the 
Jews that unless they believed that he was the Christ 
they would die in their sins (John 8:21, 24). People 
sometimes argue that scripture does not speak of a 
state of this or that sin. But it does know "continuing 
in sin." The one who commits sin is the slave of sin 
(John. 8:34). From this slavery Christ frees Uohn 
8:36). 

Jeremiah, in describing Israel, presents the human 
condjtion in rhetorical questions, "When men fall, do 
they not rise again? If one turns away, does he not 
return? Why then has this people turned away in per
petual backsliding? They hold fast to deceit. They 

~i:in Found~~~! 13 



refuse to return Uer. 8:4-5). Jeremiah contrasts the 
migratory birds' obedience to instinct with people's 
disobedience of the ordinances of the Lord Uer. 8.7). 

Scripture knows of sins "committed unwittingly" 
(Lev. 4:2ff. 22:14; Num. 15:24). Paul, before con
version had acted in ignorance (1 Tim. 1:13; cf. Eph. 
4:18). People can deliberately ignore God's revela
tion (2 Pet. 3 :5). People ignorant of the righteous
ness that comes from God can seek to establish their 
own and not submit to God's righteousness (Rom. 
10:3). Scripture knows of willful or deliberate sins 
(Heb. 10:26). Whoever knows what is right to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin Uames 4: 17). 

There is the sin of unbelief Gohn 6:8-9). There is 
the sin of presumption (Psa. 19:13). What does not 
proceed from faith is sin (Rom. 14:23). Anger is as 
murder (Matt. 5:21-22). The impure look is as adul
tery (Matt. 5:27 -28). Respect of persons is sin Games 
2:9). In conversion one dies to sin (Rom. 6:2; 1 Pet. 
2:24). All unrighteousness is sin (1 John. 5:17). 

Personal problems among people are caused by 
sin Games 4:1-4). Sin is traced to desire Games 
1:15); there is the contrast between living by human 
passions and by the will of God (1 Pet. 4:1-2). 

Sin, even when it is an act with or against another 
person is an offense against God. Joseph said to the 
Egyptian woman, "How can I do this great wicked
ness, and sin against God?" (Gen. 39:9). David said in 
the Psalm, "Against you and you only, have I sinned 
and done that which is evil in your sight" (Psa. 51:4 ). 

Sin is personified as a power in both the Old Tes
tament and the New Testament, starting with its 
couching at the door in the Cain story (Gen. 4:7). 
Sin is of the devil (1 John 3:8). One can be hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:13 ). There are the 
temporary ·pleasures of sin (He b. 11 :25). Paul de
scribes his own struggle with sin in Romans 7. 

While the call of both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament to people is to repent, the prospect 
of rejection of offered forgiveness is also reckoned 
with. Jesus spoke of many walking in the broad way 
that leads to destruction (Matt. 7: 13 ). Paul warns 
that those who do the works of the flesh shall not in
~erit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5: 1922). 

Paul also warned of the Lord Jesus "being re
vealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming 
fire, inflicting vengeance upon· those who do not 
obey the gos~el of our Lord Jesus Christ. They shall 
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction and ex
dusion from the presence· of the Lord and from the· 
glory.c>fhis.tD.ight" (2 Thess. 1:8-9). 
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The Apocalypse has its list of offenders destined 
for the second death: "But as for the cowardly, the 
faithless, the polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their lot shall be in 
the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death" (Rev. 21:8). 

The zealous personal worker asked the man on 
the street if he had found Christ. The retort was, "I 
did not know that he was lost!" Indeed, Christ is not 
lost; but the man out of Christ is lost and will remain 
that way unless saved by Christ! 
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Forgiveness 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

T here is a division in the brotherhood on the 
question of man forgiving man. Some hold to 
the view of conditional forgiveness; that our 

forgiving one another is dependent upon the person 
who committed a wrong repenting and/or apologiz
ing. Others hold to the view of unconditional for
giveness; that we should automatically forgive when 
we are wronged and not wait for repentance and/or 
an apology. 

These views are opposites; both cannot be right. 
Which is correct? Could it be that there is some truth 
and some error in both extremes and that the truth 
lies somewhere in between? 

The unconditional brethren usually raise the 
question of love. "Can I in fact love someone and 
still not forgive him?" Would not love automatically 
require forgiveness on my part, regardless of what 
anyone else does?" 

Without a doubt, we are commanded to love the 
brethren (1 John 3:11,23; 4:7, 11-12). We are com
manded to love our neighbors (Gal. 5:14 ), our en
emies (Matt. 5 :44 ), and everyone (1 Thess. 3: 12). All 
of these passages use some form of the Greek word 
agape translated love. A Greek scholar tells us that: 

Agape has to do with the mind. It is not simply 
an emotion which rises unbidden in our hearts; 
it is a principle by which we deliberately live ... 
it demands that we should have at all times a cer
tain attitude of the mind and a certain direction 
of will toward a ll men, no matter who they are 
... agape is unconquerable benevolence, invin
cible good will (Barclay, William, New Testa
ment Words, pp. 21-22). 

A good simple definition of agape is the golden 
rule: "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them" (Matt. 
7:12). 

When we read in 1 John 4:8 that "God is love" 
the Greek word is agape. In John 3:16 we are told 
"that God so loved" the Greek word there again is 
agape. Since God is agape, and since God agapes the 
whole world, and since God requires repentance be
fore he extends forgiveness (Acts 2:38); then we can 
Safely conclude that agape does not require uncondi
tional forgiveness. 

No matter what a person does to us, we cannot 

withdraw our agape for him. Mankind turned 
against God and rejected him (Rom. 1:18-22), yet 
God still loved the whole world Gohn 3:16). Our at
titude should be no matter what you do to me, no 
matter if you refuse to repent, no matter if you con
tinue doing it over and over, I will love you. 

Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. If it be pos
sible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is writ
ten, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 
Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good 
(Rom. 12:17-21). 

There is another word translated love in scrip
ture. The Greek word is philio, which is friendship 
(love). A good translation would be to cherish. It is 
commonly translated as brotherly love. We are com
manded, as brethren, to philio one another (Rom. 
12:10; 1 Thess. 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 3:8). No where 
are we commanded to have philio for our enemies, 
neighbors, or just anyone in general. 

To have a philio relationship is to be a close, dear 
friend to someone. Christians are required to de-
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velop such a relationship with each other in Christ. 
But if a brother offends us, we must follow Jesus' 
teaching in Matthew 18:5-17: 

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and 
him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
may be established. And if he shall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he ne
glect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as 
a heathen man and a publican. 

If the offending brother refuses to listen, then we 
are commanded to "let him be unto thee as a heathen 
man and a publican." In other words, to withdraw 
from a philio relationship. This does not free us from 
loving him. It does mean severing a philio relation
ship. If and when this person listens and repents, 
then we are to forgive and reestablish philio. If I have 
a philio relationship with someone and that person 
wrongs me, I can sever this philio relationship and 
still not be guilty of sinning as long as I do not sever 
the God mandated agape. 

Suppose I have a philio relationship with John. 
We golf together, fish together, eat at one another's 

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 
-Proven Successful-

163 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence c~urse in less than 1 year 

-Very Economical-
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer-
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by Mall: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers. 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 

Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • April1999 ... 

For free details contact 
Lloyd Ellison . 

P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 
· email:llovdell(tilfbns.net 

homes, etc. Let's say that John made rude advances 
toward my wife and tried to seduce her. I confront 
John about it and he says he is not only not sorry but 
he will do it again. What should I do? 

Should I act as if nothing happened and keep in
viting this man into my home? Should I "punch his 
lights out?" Obviously hitting him would be return
ing evil for evil and that would be wrong. Breaking 
off of the philio relationship would ~e the right thing 
to do. I would quit having him as a guest in my 
house. I would quit doing things with him. Yet, I 
must still love (agape) him. If he is in need, I would 
help him as I would any other person. I would be 
courteous and polite with him. 

John then comes and says he is sorry. He realizes 
he was wrong. What should I do then? Tell him it is 
too late? No. Offer him my hand in friendship and 
seek to restore our lost relationship? Yes, to do any 
less would be not to forgive. 

Let's say that there was another man named 
Jerry. We have no philio relationship, in fact I don't 
even know him. He does the same thing John did. 
What should I do? 

As with John, I should go in meekness, and agape 
(love) and confront him. If Jerry will not repent, 
what can I do? 

Nothing - there is no relationship to sever. Still, 
I must maintain an attitude of agape towards him. In 
reality, this situation can only keep me from a philio 
relationship which never existed in the first place. 
Repentance on his part and forgiveness on mine will 
not change anything except to open up the door to 
establish a relationship that never existed in the first 
place. 

This .pteans that both the unconditional and the 
conditional brethren are right, as long as we recog
nize that human relationships are layered. The foun
dation layer is agape. We must unconditionally love 
at this level. The second layer is philio. On this· level 
we must be conditional. 

Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke him; and if be repent, for
give him. And if be trespass against thee seven 
times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, .I repent; thou shaft forgive 
him (Luke.17:3-4). . 

Brethren let us agape as God loves -. uncondi
tionally, but .let us forgive as God forgives -. . c~ndi-
tionally. . . 
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Separating and Joining 
By Burl Curtis 

Unless repented of, there is an eternally fatal 
flaw among people. It is separating what God 
has joined and joining what God has sepa

rated. It should be very clear if God has joined some 
things, the only way to let God be God is to leave 
them joined. To knowingly join something God has 
separated or separate something God has joined is to 
rebel against him and to suffer his wrath. 

God separated Adam and Eve from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. You may read the ter
rible consequences after they joined themselves to it 
in Genesis, chapter three. They were cast out of the 
Garden of Eden, the earth was cursed, and death 
passed upon all men. 

In their worship and service, over and over the 
Israelites joined other gods to the one true God. 
Again and again they were punished for it. After So
lomon finished the temple, the Lord appeared to him 
and spoke unmistakable words. 

But if ye shall at all turn fro m following me, ye 
or your children, and will not keep my com
mandments and my statu tes which I have set be
fore you, but go and serve other gods, and wor
ship them, then will I cut off Israel out of the 
land which I have given them; and the house, 
which I have hallowed fo r my name, wi ll I cast 
out of my sight, and Israel shall be a proverb and 
a byword among all people (1 Kings 9:6-9). 

"What therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder" (Matt. 19 :6b), has a much 
broader application than marriage. God joined faith 
and baptism before salvation (Mark 16: 16), and 
when anyone separates them they will suffer awful 
consequences. Repent and be immersed unto the re
mission of sins is joined in Acts 2:38. Christ and the 
church are joined. He is joined to it by being its head 
(Eph. 1:22-23) and by the church being the bride of 
Christ (Rom. 7:4; Rev. 22:17a). Those who want 
Christ but not his church will have the full weight of 
God's wrath upon them. 

The church Jesus built is not a man-made de
nomination. Some who say "Jesus, yes, church, no," 
may have in their minds various denominations. Say
ing no to denominationalism is not the same as say
ing no to the church Jesus purchased with his blood 

(Acts 20:26). The Bible teaches that one should say 
no to denominational churches but not to the one 
true church. In fact you cannot (nor should you want 
to) stay out of the Lord's church if you are saved be
cause the Lord adds you to his church when you are 
saved (Acts 2:47). 

Love and keeping the Lord's commandments are 
joined Uohn 14:15, 23). Many want to separate 
these by believing they love God but refusing to keep 
his commandments. Paul pointed out that doing 
great works without love profited him nothing 
(1 Cor. 13:13 ), and John wrote, "If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar" (1 John 
4:20a). 

Grace and works are joined. Paul makes this very 
clear in 1 Corinthians 15:10. "But by the grace of 
God I am what I am: and his grace which was be
stowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me." 
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To speak truthfully of a congregation being 
"grace oriented" and another "works oriented" is 
not to speak as the oracles of God, but shows that 
these congregations have separated what God has 
joined. 

The same would be true of churches that are 
separating entrance requirements from Christian liv
ing. To conclude that godly living is the important 
thing and faith, repentance, and immersion unto the 
remission of sins are not important is to separate 
what God has joined. 

This is also true of form and function. If form is 
separated from function so the church may "fly," 
that which is "flying" is not the Lord's church. 
Proper form must be followed to get into Christ 
(Rom. 6:17-18). Jesus taught that the branch must be 

in the vine. "As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me" Uohn 15:1-6). Those who believe en
trance requirements into the family of God and pat
tern should be separated from Christian living and 
function have "a form of godliness, but deny the 
power thereof" (2 lim. 3:1-7). 

The power is in Christ and in the gospel (Rom. 
1:16), and the only way to obey the gospel and get 
into Christ is to follow proper form. Paul warns 
against those who love themselves, despisers of those 
that are good, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God, ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth, "from such turn 
away." 
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What DiHerence Does It Make? 
By Richard Norman 

A friend of mine was in the hospital, and was 
visited by a local denominational preacher. 
They got into a discussion about matters of 

religious doctrine. Specifically, they discussed instru
mental music in worship, but it really doesn't matter 
what specific doctrine was under discussion. At one 
point, my friend asked the minister, "What does the 
Bible have to say about that?" His answer was the 
most astounding statement I have ever heard from a 
minister. He said, "What difference does it make 
what the Bible says?" 

Can you imagine? 
In matters of religious doctrine, "What difference 

does it make what the Bible says about it?" As though 
God doesn't have any opinion or instruction, and 
even if he did, what God says about it isn't important. 
In other words, the Bible is not that minister's author
ity for teaching doctrinal matters. If God's word isn't 
our authority, what is? If God is not our authority, 
who is? Is there any wonder we have so much religious 
division and confusion in our world? 

What difference does it make what God says 
about anything? Perhaps that minister should have 

. asked Cain (Gen. 4 ). Cain offered an unauthorized 
sacrifice to God, and it was rejected. What difference 
·18 July 2001 
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did it make whether God authorizes anything? It 
made a lot of difference to Cain. 

Perhaps that minister should have asked Nadab 
and Abihu (Num. 3). Nadab and Abihu offered sacri
fices to God using unauthorized fire, and it cost them 
their lives. Fire is fire, right? What difference did it 
make what fire they used? What difference did it 
make to Nadab and Abihu what God said? 

Perhaps he should have asked King David. David 
had the ark of the covenant moved by ox cart (2 
Sam. 6), and when Uzzah put out his hand to save 
the ark from falling, God struck him dead. Why? 
God did not authorize the ark to be moved by cart, 
but said it must be physically carried by a specific 
people. (Actually, Uzzah was one who should have 
known because he was one who should have carried 
it.) What difference does it make how the ark is 
moved? It made a lot of difference to Uzzah. 

What difference does it make what God's Word 
says? The Bible is filled with examples of people who 
didn't think it mattered what God said, and learned 
the hard way that it does matter what God says. 
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Priscilla 
and the 11FutureChurch'' Movement 

By Hugo McCord 

U nder the headline, "Faith of our Mothers," 
The Oregonian (May 5, 2001) says that the 
"Cleveland-based FutureChurch movement" 

celebrates "women leaders of the Roman Catholic 
Church with an effort to raise women's visibility and 
power," a project to "Rediscover Women Leaders in 
the Catholic Church." This "independent Catholic 
group" feels "constrained by sexual barriers, includ
ing an all-male priesthood." "Sister Christine Schenk, 
executive director of FutureChurch" says, "We're 
struggling for ways for women to be visible in the 
Catholic context because there are too many women 
who are leaving." "In the stories of 'Women Leaders 
in the Catholic Church"' Ms. Schenk says she "finds 
strength" for women today "to realize full equality in 
the church." 

Ms. Schenk is to be complimented on going back 
to the Bible for her first example, the history of 
Prisca. However, there is nothing in the Bible history 
of Prisca that shows she felt "constrained by sexual 
barriers, including an all-male priesthood," nor that 
she "broke through the constraints of" her time, nor 
that she struggled "to realize full equality" in "the 
church," nor that she ever engaged in "an effort to 
raise women's visibility and power." 

Apparently Ms. Schenk realizes that there is noth
ing in the Bible history of Prisca that shows that she 
struggled against "a gender-selective church," for 
what she writes about Prisca displays nothing about 
raising "women's visibility and power," about "sexual 
barriers," about "full equality." She writes that Prisca 
was considered a model of partnership in ministry as 
early as the first-century church. She and her hus
band, Aquila, founded house churches in some of the 
most important centers of early Christianity and pro
vided a stable base for Paul's evolving mission to the 
Gentiles .... In four of the six biblical references to the 
couple, Prisca is named first, indicating her impor
tance at a time when women were rarely named at all 
in texts. 

Certainly Prisca was "a model of partnership in 
ministry," but not a lady "constrained by sexual barri-

ers," not a lady trying to "realize full equality in the 
church." She and her husband were partners in pri
vately correcting a preacher who was "mighty in the 
Scriptures," taking "him aside" (Acts 18:24, 26). 
Their work with Apollos was not to correct him for 
erecting "sexual barriers" in the church, but to cor
rect his error about the cessation of the ministry of 
John the baptist (Acts 18:25). 

Because Prisca is mentioned first "in four of the 
six biblical references to the couple" Ms. Schenk 
says it indicates "her importance at a time when 
women were rarely named at all in texts." Yes, she 
was important, as are all Christian women, then and 
now, who are able in scripture knowledge to teach 
both men and women privately Oohn 4:39; Acts 
8:1, 4). But Prisca did not do her correcting publicly 
in a church assembly, and still today "it is shameful 
for a woman to speak in the church" assembly (1 
Cor. 14:34-35). The "full equality" for which Ms. 
Schenk strives includes a "priesthood" of both men 
and women. 

Though Paul deeply loved Prisca (four and a half 
years as a guest in her home, Acts 18:3,11; 20:31; 1 
Cor. 16:19, mss. D,F,G), the fact that he wrote 
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Prisca's name first in two of the three times he men
tions both husband and wife (Rom. 16:13; 1 Cor. 
16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19) does not mean that their home 
was an "equality" with no head. Paul himself had 
written that "the man is the head of the woman" (1 
Cor. 11:3}, and "The husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the head of the church" (Eph. 
5 :23). He did not mean that the man is superior to 
the woman in creation, for they truly are equal, both 
being created in "God's image" (Gen. 1:27). But in 
God's plan man is the leader and woman is the 
helper ( 'ezer, Gen. 2:18), thus removing what Ms. 
Schenk wants, "full equality." 

It could be that Prisca was more talented than 
her husband as a conversationalist and had applied 
herself to a knowledge of the Scriptures more than 
he. Even so, in God 's plan Aqu ila was the head of 
their family. 

In the family of Hugo and Lois McCord, Lois 
was superior to her husband in several ways. Boone 
Douthitt, after a visit in our home, told me privately, 
"Hugo, you certainly out married yourself." 

Hugo had Scott Little in Bible classes at Okla
homa Christian College, but after Scott, Hugo, and 
Lois had made a study trip throughout the Bible 
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lands in 1975, Scott was impressed by Lois' biblical 
knowledge. After her death, Scott wrote to my son 
Charles, "Your mother was a great lady and teacher 
to me. I learned more from her than from your dad." 

My brother in the flesh, Everett Wesley McCord, 
thought that Lois was Hugo's superior. In 1977 he 
wrote that Lois "has an outstanding personality, very 
intelligent, and has always been most interested in 
Hugo's work. My how much she has complemented 
him and their church work. To be candid, she under
stands human nature better than he. He depends on 
her so much to bring him up to date on various 
people, because she has a natural love and interest in 
other people. I truly believe they became as one as 
God ordained." 

Lois, if she were alive, would not approve of Ms. 
Schenk's "FutureChurch" movement. In a lesson for a 
ladies class at the East Tennessee School of Missions 
and Preaching in Knoxville, Tn., in 1979, Lois said: 

The Creator, being all-wise, said, 'It is not good 
for man to be alone; I will make for him a helper 
suitable for him" (Gen. 2: 18). Designed for man's 
good, she is custom made. No ready animal 
would do, and not another man would do either. 

... Though woman is equal to man in being 
made in God's image, yet her role in this life is 
supplementary. She is not man. Though she is 
his equal mentally, physically she is inferior and 
therefore is the weaker vessel. She has qualities 
of gentleness and kindness and consideration 
that help her husband. Her relationship to him is 
not competitive, but complementary. The ERA 
proponents would have us to compete with our 
husbands. They want to put women on an equal 
footing with men in all walks of life. This is to 
take her entirely out of her God-given place and 
the result is not happiness but disillusionment 
and frustration. As man's companion she was 
not made from man!s head to ru le over him, nor 
from his feet that he should walk on her, but 
from under his arm that he should love and pro
tect her. We find our greatest happiness working 
with him, standing by his side. 

God's teaching is clear that wives are to submit 
to and obey their husbands (Eph. 5 :22; Tirus 
2:5). There is joy in submission. Our place is as 
queens of the home (1 Tim. 5: 14), gladly obeying 
a loving husband who rules his family for God. 
We are told our subjection is to be "as unto the 
Lord" (Eph. 5 :22). What does that mean? To me, 
it means our subjection to our husbands is a part 
of our service to God. We cannot be said to be 
fully obeying God until we are in subjection to 
our husbands, just as children obey the Lord 
when they honor their parents, so wives obey the 
Lord when they are in subjection to their hus
bands. 



The husband of a worthy woman "is known in 
the gates when he sits among the elders" (Prov. 
31:23). In her love for him and in her desire to 
do him good always, she takes care of his clothes 
so that he is always neat and tastefully dressed. 
One can tell he has a good wife at home caring 
for him. She conducts herself in a becoming and 
discreet manner, always speaking of her husband 
in such a way that people know she honors and 
respects him (Eph. 5:33). She encourages him to 
grow in the knowledge of God and is a strength 
in his influence an~ reputation for the Lord's 
work. And she is his support in good times and 
bad. 

Hugo McCord now turns to what can be known 
of the biographies of Aquila and Priscilla: 

Two extraordinary people, a husband and wife, 
Aquila and Priscilla, probably were born in Pontus 
(Acts 18:2), an area on the southside of the Black 
Sea. Likely they made annual pilgrimages of over 
600 miles to Jerusalem to worship, just as an impor
tant government officer rode in a chariot over 5 00 
miles from Ethiopia to go "to Jerusalem to worship" 
(Acts 8:27). 

Both Jews and Gentile proselytes who loved 
"God with all" their hearts, souls, "and with all" 
their "might" (Deut. 6:4) journeyed three times each 
year to Jerusalem for the observance of Passover, of 
Pentecost, and of the feast of tabernacles (Lev. 23: 1-
44; Deut. 16:16; Psa. 122:1-9). 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 28, A.D. 30, "de
vout" Jews "from every nation under heaven," in
cluding those from "Pontus," were in "Jerusalem" 
(Acts 2:5, 9). On that day "about three thousand 
souls" heard enough to convince them to leave their 
inherited religion, the "old" covenant, their "guide 
to Christ" (Heb. 8:13; Gal. 3:24; Acts 2:41), and to 
accept the "new covenant" (2 Cor. 3: 6) by being 
"baptized into Christ" (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27). 
Though the names of the three thousand baptized 
that day are not given, likely Aquila and Priscilla 
were two of them. 

It could be that they returned home to Pontus, 
and then decided to be missionaries, for in A.D. 49 
we find them in Rome (Acts 18:2). Seutonius (A.D. 
65-135), a 2nd century historian, wrote in A.D. 120 
of a drastic action that Claudius Caesar (Emperor of 
Rome, A.D. 41-54) had taken in A.D. 49 ... as the 
Jews were making constant disturbances at the insti
gation of Christus, he expelled them from Rome 
(Life of Claudius, xx4, apud F.F. Bruce, Are the New 
Testament Documents Reliable? p. 120). 

Unbelieving Jews in the Roman Jewish ghetto ap-

parently were persecuting Christian Jews, and raised 
such a public disturbance as to disgust the emperor 
Claudius. Accordingly, -looking upon the matter as an 
internal Jewish squabble, he ordered every Jew to 
leave Rome. Aquila and Priscilla were in the unhappy 
lot, for when Paul arrived in Corinth in A.D. 51 on 
his second missionary journey, he found a certain 
Jew named Aquila, a man of Pontus by race, lately 
come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart 
from Rome (Acts 18:2). 

Aquila and Priscilla by trade were tent makers 
(Acts 18:3 ), portable tents of leather or of cloth from 
goats' hair. Tent making was also Paul's trade (Acts 
18:3). A rabbi had written, "He that teacheth not his 
son a trade, doth the same as if he taught him to be a 
thief" (Robertson). What a joy it must have been to 
Paul to find Jewish Christians of the same trade as 
his, and what a joy it was to Aquila and Priscilla to 
have Paul to stay in their home a year and a half (Acts 
18:3, 11). Apparently Paul learned what was 
Priscilla's nickname, "Prisca," for the three books 
where he mentioned her name, it is always "Prisca," 
never "Priscilla" (1 Cor. 16: 19; Rom. 16:3; 2 Tim. 
4:19). 

When Paul was sailing from Corinth toward Syria, 
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Aquila and Priscilla decided to go with him as far as 
Ephesus (Acts 18:18-19). Why Aquila and Priscilla 
decided to stop in Ephesus we do not know, but the 
Lord used them. On one occasion, Apollos, a Jew 
from Alexandria, an "eloquent" speaker and "mighty 
in the Scriptures," was preaching "boldly in the syna
gogue" the "things concerning Jesus," but "knowing 
only the baptism of John" (Acts 18:24-26). 

Apollos did not know that, on the day of Pente
cost, May 28, A.D. 30), John's baptism had been re
placed by the baptism of the great commission 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:38). But Aquila and Priscilla 
knew about that change. As loving Christians, they 
"took him aside, and explained God's way to him 
more accurately" (Acts 18:26). 

Thank God, Apollos accepted their correction 
and changed his preaching. Then, when he left Ephe
sus to go to Corinth, the Christians in Ephesus "en
couraged him, and wrote to the disciples to receive 
him" (Acts 18:27). In Corinth Apollos "was of much 
service" (Acts 18:27), and the last we hear of him he 
was still a faithful gospel preacher. In A.D. 66 Paul 
wrote to Titus on the island of Crete "Do your best 
to help Zenas the attorney and Apollos on their way, 
so that they lack nothing" (Titus 3: 13 ). The good 
work of Apollos goes back to his willingness to ac
cept a correction by the knowledgeable Aquila and 
Priscilla (Acts 18 :26). 

Aquila and Priscilla were still in Ephesus when 
Paul arrived on his 3rd missionary journey (A.D. 54-
57). The friendship and love that these three had cul
tivated when Paul was a house guest of Aquila and 
Priscilla for 18 months in Corinth (Acts 18:3) were 
renewed for three years in Ephesus (Acts 20:31), 
where Paul again was a house guest (1 Cor. 16:19). 

In the spring of A.D. 57 (1 Cor. 16:8), when Paul 
was writing a letter to the congregation in Corinth, 
Aquila and Priscilla asked Paul to extend their greet
ing "heartily in the Lord" (1 Cor. 16:19). Paul did 
so, and added about Aquila and Priscilla, saying, "I 
am lodging" with them (mss. D,F,G,it,vg, 1 Cor. 
16:19, Nesde-Aland Greek text). 

Aquila and Priscilla started a "congregation in 
their house" (1 Cor. 16:19). Moreover, their love for 
Paul was so real that Paul wrote that they "risked 
their own life for me" (Rom. 16:4). Undoubtedly 
that happened on the day when the citizens of Ephe
sus were told that "this Paul has persuaded and mis
led the people, saying that they are not gods which 
are made with hands" (Acts 19:26). 

As a result, the people "became angry, and were 
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shouting," and the "city was filled with commotion" 
(Acts 19:28-29). At that moment, Paul was not avail
able, but the angry citizens "seized Gaius and 
Aristarchus of Macedonia, Paul's traveling compan
ions" (Acts 19:29). "Paul was wanting to go among 
the mob, but the disciples would not allow him" (Acts 
19:30). 

Certainly Aquila and Priscilla were in that group 
of "disciples" who saved Paul's life that day. Thank 
God, Paul listened to his friends and did not "go 
among the mob" (Acts 19:30). Instead, he "encour
aged" the disciples, "and said good-bye, and de
parted for Macedonia" (Acts 20:1). 

But it was not long before Aquila and Priscilla 
left Ephesus too, going back to Rome from which 
they had been expelled six years earlier (A.D. 49). 
There, in their home, they again started a congrega
tion (Rom. 16:5). 

Somehow Aquila and Priscilla also managed to 
keep in touch with their beloved Paul, for in the win
ter of A.D. 57-58, while Paul again was in Corinth, 
he wrote "to all" the Christians in the city of Rome 
(Rom. 1: 7), informing them that Aquila and Priscilla 
were "my fellow-workers in Christ Jesus, who risked 
their own life for mine, to whom not only I am grate
ful, but also all of the Gentile congregations," and he 
asked them to "greet the congregation that is in their 
house" (Rom. 16:3-5). Thus in both Ephesus and in 
Rome these two extraordinary Christians started 
congregations in their own home. 

The last we know about Aquila and Priscilla is 
that they had returned to Ephesus, apparently their 
adopted home. This we learn from Paul's letter to 
Timothy, a local preacher in Ephesus, in the fall of 
A.D. 67, asking him to "greet Prisca and Aquila" (2 
Tim. 4: 19). 5535 East Evergreen #7505 
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Romans One Then and Now 
By E. Claude Gardner 

T he apostle to the Gentiles tells the sordid and 
unsavory conduct of the Gentile world and in 
particular he describes it in a letter to the Ro

mans. To the brethren in the imperial city Paul enu
merates many sins of the heathen which show they 
are in need of righteousness. He wrote as recorded 
in Romans 1:18-32. 

This clear warning as to eternity is relevant be
cause Paul condemns numerous sins of which the 
Gentiles were guilty. His message was not an abstract 
treatise but one that was appropriate to their manner 
of life. 

Historians have researched the way of life in 
Rome as well as the empire. The Roman empire, the 
fourth kingdom prophesied in Daniel 2, was far 
flung and dominated the known world. It covered 
Egypt, North Africa, territory in the Middle East and 
a large portion of Europe. While visiting in Geqnany 
and England I saw ruins of the Roman settlements. 
Rome claims to have begun in 7 54 B. C. In the first 
century A.D. it was acknowledged as the capitol of 
the world with a population in the city of one mil
lion. The empire came to its final end in A.D. 476. 

What was the first century Rome like when the 
church flourished? It was governed by ruthless 
Caesars. One of these was Augustus who was a sen
sual dictator for 41 years. He married twice and had 
sinful conduct with prostitutes and with wives of his 
political friends. 

Beginning with Julius Caesar the dole was begun 
to the public. Most of the land had been taken by the 
rich senators and knights and a high percentage of 
the people became slaves. They became destitute and 
therefore, the government must feed them daily 
wheat rations. 

Cruelty was rampant. Feeding men and women 
to beasts brought thrills to the people. Included were 
Christians who were fed to the wild animals. Infants 
who were female or sick were unwanted and thrown 
into the village heap. 

Augustus began festivals to honor idol-gods. 
Chariot races drew crowds of 200,000. Also, there 
were wild beasts matches. Gladiator fighting was 
both popular and inhumane. "In a single season, 

Augustus financed spectacles that saw as many as 
10,000 gladiators fighting - and many dying. He 
built a lake for battle involving 30 ships and 3000 
combatants. In his wild-beast shows 3,500 animals 
perished, including elephants and rhinoceroses" 
(U.S. News and World Report, p. 43, Jan. 8, 2001). 

To the credit of some of the Caesars they pro
moted Pax Romana (peace and law) which resulted 
in extensive road building and a communication sys
tem. This was beneficial in spreading the gospel. 
Truly Jesus came "in the fulness of time" (Gal. 4:4). 
The gospel was preached to the Roman world during 
the first century (Col. 1 :23). 

Because of corruption within the Roman empire, 
it fell in the fifth century. In America there are many 
parallels to those of the early centuries, and therefore, 
a serious warning is sounded lest our nation faces a 
downfall. 

Here are some of the sins of the Gentiles listed in 
Romans chapter one, which are either practiced or 
acceptable to many Americans: homosexuality (vv. 
24, 26-27); atheism (v. 28); fornication (v. 29); mur
der- abortion (v. 29); idolatry (vv. 23-25); disobedi
ent to parents (v. 30). Practicing all of the grave sins in 
chapter one Paul says will have the consequences of 
eternal punishment "[w]ho, knowing the righteous 
judgment of God, that those who practice such things 
are worthy of death, not only do the same but also 
approve of those who practice them." 
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The Times We Live In 
By Frazier Conley 

J esus, who above all other matters taught love 
and forgiveness and turning the other cheek, 
cannot be held responsible for wars supposedly 

fought in his name. His name and his teachings have 
no doubt been misused - as no doubt the names and 
teachings of others - by persons wanting power, 
money, lands, etc. But it would appear that we are 
living in a period when the name of Jesus himself is 
being held above all else to blame for the political ills 
of the modem world. 

Many internationally influential people believe 
the opposition Jews received through the centuries, 
arises from the gospel of Christ and Christians [using 
the word Christian in the English dictionary sense of 
the term]. They propagate the concept that (1) Chris
tians hold Jews (all Jews of all times and places) re
sponsible for the crucifixion of the Christians' God, 
Jesus Christ; (2) that Christians naturally hate them 
and persecute them on that account; and (3) that 
Christians and Christianity are particularly respon
sible for the murder of six million Jews under Hitler. 

We Americans have always believed that young 
soldiers from America, great multitudes of whom 
were conservative Bible-believing Christians, freed 
the Jews from oppression by godless Nazism. We have 
been stunned to discover over the past several years 
that the very opposite is being maliciously promul
gated. Nonetheless it is the case. This is one reason 
why, in modern popular culture (movies, Tv, etc.), 
Bible-believing Christians are always depicted as evil. 
This theory is also behind the outrageous statement 
our previous president made at the national prayer 
breakfast: "I believe that ... Adolph Hitler preached a 
... form of Christianity." 

Those who hold Christians responsible for the 
holocaust believe that only if the gospel is effectively 
destroyed will Jews be safe in coming generations. 

We, of course, utterly deny that six million Jews 
were murdered because of the gospel of Christ. We 
believe that Hitler and his henchmen, who were anti-
9od and anti.;.Christian, were the ones responsible. 

Hitler tried to ·build the master-race. Look at the 
opprobrium and opposition he received. Further, we 
would suggest. that any group, which seeks to prac-
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tice exclusivism on the basis of race, would stir up 
resentments from evil human beings who are ex
cluded by birth from that race. 

True Christians are the direct opposite of the cur
rent depiction. They believe that all humanity comes 
from one man, Adam. All therefore are of one race 
-the human race. All are to be loved- none is to 
be hated. All who are in sin, of whatever back
ground, are to be invited (and not in any sense what
ever to be coerced) to be restored to a sound rela
tionship to God, through his Son, Jesus Christ. 

The evidence of the cultural war being waged 
against the gospel by those who hate it and hold it 
responsible for the ills of the world is all around us: 
the unconstitutional exclusion of all voluntary reli
gious activity in our public schools, the attack on 
Christian moral values, the politics of personal de
struction aimed at virtually every conservative Chris
tian who attains national prominence; the atmo
sphere of hatred and suspicion toward religious per
sons in most institutions of higher learning; the ste
reotyping of "church people" as ignorant, bigoted, 
and mean; the attack on institutions such as the Boy 
Scouts for their religious and moral convictions; and 
on and on we could go. · 

In respect of these opponents, we must recall that 
as Christians we must continue to obey our Lord when 
he said, "Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who abuse you" (Luke 6:27-28). We have no license 
to feel hostility in response to others' hatred of us. 

However, we who call on the name of Christ 
must wake up to the ongoing war against the gospel 
mainly so that we don't contribute to it ourselves by 
supporting persons and causes and parties who have 
this as their underlying. agenda! 

We must also contiaue to support the preaching 
and teaching of the gospel of God's love to all 
people, one by one, soul by soul. Then the Lord will 
unite all into one family and .bring truth to victOcy. · 
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Restoring Love for the Truth 
By Howard R. Horton 

If we leave the truth unread, and unapplied, it 
will die like an unwatered plant. 
We read of a church that fell from its first love 

(Rev. 2:5). It needed to repent and do the first 
works. 

We begin to regain our lost love for truth by rec
ognizing that truth is simple. 

When I began to preach, an older preacher was 
relating some of his experiences to me. He said that a 
member of the church told him, "I don 't love my 
wife anymore." The preacher said, "I to ld him to go 
right back home and start loving his wife again! " 

You can see the simplicity of the answer. 
It's like a husband and wife wanting to renew 

their love for each other. A lot of times they are told 
to write what they did with each other and what they 
did for each other when they fi rst met. 
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Can you remember when you first believed and 
obeyed the Truth? Remember your commitment, de
votion, consecration, and feeling of well being? Well, 
renew that! 

We must also recognize the worth of the Bible 
You know how far you have come since you first 

believed? Did you make that headway all by your
self? Of course not- you had serious help. 

The Bible was a major part of that help. 
Our Bibles are like an asbestos suit. It keeps the 

heat off and the heat out. 
Every piece of the Christian armor in Ephesians 

6 points to truth. The "helmet of salvation" points us 
toward Romans 1:16-17; the "breast plate of righ
teousness" points us to the righteousness of God 
which God has made available to man (Rom. 1: 17); 
The "sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God," 
is self explanatory, as is the "girdle of truth." 

I am a former Texas Peace Officer. I once worked 
my whole shift w ithout noticing that my revolver 
was empty. I had worked with no bullets in my .357. 

Yeah, I thought the same thing. Stupid! 
Well, can't we see that not to know our Bibles is 

just as ridiculous. 
"Give diligence to present thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
handling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 

311 E. Main 
Prescott, AZ 71857 

FF 

An exce(Cent aMition to any [i6rary 

Firm Foundation 
Bound Volumes 

1984-1987 separate volumes 
(1988-1990) one volume 

1991-2000 separate volumes 

$25.00 each 
$3.50 shipping and handling for one volume 

add .50 for each additional volume 
Texas residents add 8.25 % sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-800-572-3619 



Potpourri ••• 
Abortion StuH 

OAn eighth-grade boy, James Humphery, and his 
mother have been awarded an all-expen·ses-paid trip 
to Washington to lobby members of Congress to pass 
pro-abortion legislation. Incredibly, Lutheran Broth
erhood, a financial-services group in Minneapolis 
that funds programs for youth and families, sponsors 
the trip. 

And ••• 
OWashington - On the 34th anniversary of 

Colorado's historic law legalizing abortion, Congress 
will consider a bill that opponents call a roundabout 
attack on reproductive rights. 

Rep. Diana DeGette, D-Denver, will take a lead
ing role arguing against the Unborn Victims of Vio
lence Act of 2001, which was debated on the House 
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floor. The bill, by Rep. Lindsey .Graham, R-S.C., 
would make it a separate crime to harm a fetus dur
ing an attack on a pregnant woman. 

In addition to charges for hurting the mother, a 
suspect could face charges such as murder or at
tempted murder for harming the fetus. 

Graham, who got a version of the bill passed by 
the House in 1999, said he was inspired by an Ar
kansas case in which a man allegedly hired three at
tackers to beat his girlfriend and terminate her preg
nancy after she refused to have an abortion. Arkan
sas has a. "fetal protection" bill that allowed prosecu
tors to charge the attackers with capital murder, but 
there is no such federal law. 

"It really just gives prosecutors another tool to 
use against a defendant," Graham spokesman Kevin 
Bishop said. 

But opponents say it would open a Pandora's 
box. "It's really the first step down the road toward 
defining a fetus as a separate person, and therefore 
restricting choice," said DeGette, co-chairwoman of 
the Pro-Choice Caucus in the House. 

Bible in School 

OAssociated Press (April13, 2001)- Members 
of the House voted Thursday to allow seventh and 
eighth-grade students to organize clubs at schools, 
regardless of religious, philosophical or political be
liefs, so long as they do not disrupt school operations. 

That means that some students could meet be
fore or after school or during lunch to read Bible 
passages in one room, while a gay-straight ·alliance 
could meet next door. 

"Any club can come in as long as they're willing 
~o f~llow the rules,". said Rep. Eddie Fams~orth. 
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Momma 
OThe more time toddlers spend in child care, the 

more likely they are to display behavior problems in 
kindergarten, according to the results of the largest 
and most authoritative long-term study of child care 
in the United States. 

That was true regardless of the quality or type of 
childcare, the study found. 

The government-sponsored research found a di
rect correlation between time spent away from 
mothers and children who exhibited behavior that 
was more aggressive, disobedient and defiant in kin
dergarten. 

Researchers said this held true whether childcare 
centers, relatives, nannies or even the children's fa
thers looked after the children. It held true regard
less of the size of the centers, gender of the children 
or the financial circumstances of the family. 
"We don't know what the implications are," said Sa
rah Friedman, a psychologist at the National Insti
tute of Child ~ealth and Human Development and 
one of the lead investigators on the study. "We don't 
understand why we got these findings." 

The findings sparked an animated, and often 
outraged, response from some women's advocates. 

"It's like just yank every woman out of the job 
and tell her to get back in her house and take care of 
her kids," said state Sen. Jackie Speier (D-San Fran
cisco), an advocate for greater funding for childcare 
programs. "We are living in the 21st century. 
Everyone's got to get over that." 

Some who endorse the idea of mothers staying 
home touted the study. 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

This book, an indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided Into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; The Journeys 
of Paul; Paul's Views and Teaching; Lessons from the 

0

• Apostle Paul;· The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Wom$n's Classes. 55 ct:apters. • 830 pages 

$1°7.95 plus $3.75 shipping anod handling 
• 

0 0 
• 

0 

0 

• • Texas residents add 8:25% sates tax 

• • 

0 

• • ° Firm Foundation. . 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX.7r4~0 • (800)572~3619 .. · 

The researchers found that 17 percent of chil
dren who were away from their parents for more 
than 30 hours a week were rated as having problem 
behaviors by their childcare providers or kindergar
ten teachers as early as age 4'h. Among children who 
spent less than 10 hours a week in child care, only 
6% had similar problems. 

"Most of us know that our children are going to 
do better if they stay home with a parent," said state 
Sen. Liz Figueroa (D-Fremont), who has sponsored a 
bill to boost wages and standards for teachers in gov
ernment subsidized childcare programs. "But that 
isn't the reality. Parents have to work" (Los Angeles 
Times, Apr. 19, 2001). 

Drugs 
OAssociated Press, Apr. 19, 2001- A professor 

who taught at the University of San Diego School of 
Law in 1994 died in Canada, where doctors surgi
cally removed a dozen cocaine-filled balloons from 
his body after he became ill on a trans-Atlantic flight, 
authorities said. 

A Wayne State University law professor de
scribed as a brilliant scholar, Gennady M. Danilenko, 
45, died Wednesday in Newfoundland. He was on 
Northwest Airlines Flight 4 7 from Amsterdam to 
Detroit on Sunday when he fell ill in what initially 
appeared to be a heart attack. 

The flight was diverted to Goose Bay, New
foundland, where doctors performed emergency sur
gery and discovered the drugs. The substance was 
confirmed to be cocaine, Drug Enforcement Admin
istration spokeswoman Susan Feld said. 

The death was ruled an accidental drug over
dose, said Cpl. Trudy McCabe of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police in Labrador, Newfoundland. "There 
was evidence that some of the balloons had burst in 
his stomach. The body was to be turned over to 
Danilenko's family soon," she said. 

bmy 
0 Washington (UPI) - The military is worried 

about the skyrocketing use of Ecstasy among its 
troops and is looking at more stringent drug testing 
to prevent the popular youth drug from invading the 
ranks-, USA Today reported Monday 
(NewsMax.Com Wires, Apr. 17, 2001). 

Windy City 
0 Chicago will have its first communicy center 

dedicated to the needs of gays and lesbians - com-: 
plete with gymnasium and a ~ent~r:(o~ th~. perform-
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ing arts - thanks to a $2.25 million assist from city 
taxpayers (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 26, 2001). 

«ids 011 Dope Courtesy Uncle Sam 
fl Every day 6 million children - some as young 

as 2 or 3 - are given Ritalin and other stimulants at 
the urging of school officials and psychiatrists. The 
reason: They are diagnosed with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), a recently discov
ered mental "disease" whose syn1ptoms include short 
attention span, impulsive behavior, and difficulty sit
ting still. 

Many more boys than girls are diagnosed with 
ADHD. In some schools- including two school dis
tricts near Virginia Beach, Virginia - as many as 20 
percent of the boys are now given Ritalin daily. 

The strongest advocates of drugging children are 
the Department of Education, educational bureau
crats and psychiatrists. The U.S. consumes over 90 
percent of Ritalin produced in the world. What bu
reaucrats don't tell parents, however, is that Ritalin 
has effects similar to amphetamines and is listed by 
the Drug Enforcement Agency as a Schedule II con
trolled substance. 

Books by Hugo McCord 
From Heaven or From Men? 

The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
and scholarly 13-chapter study of evidences, this book is 
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BKBZOl .......................................................................... $4.00 

Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significant 
Brother McCord spotlights 35 Old Testament descriptions of 
deity. Concentrating on God's own selection of names allows the 
richness of those names to be meaningful. To see those names, 
as precious jewels in a showcase, is to deepen one's appreciation 
of deity, serving to make one a better person. (pb) 58 pgs. 

BKBZOl .......................................................................... $3.95 

The Disciples' Prayer 
Brother McCord's indepth study of the prayer misnamed "The 
Lord's Prayer" by many. "Jesus, when he gave the sample for a 
prayer was inveighing against vain repetitions. But that very 
example has become the most vainly uttered of any prayer 
before or since." Does the Heavenly Father hear that prayer 
today? Study brother McCord's discussion of each phrase and 
you will know. You will also learn of the petitions in the prayer 
"which are timeless and forever prayable." (hb) 89 pgs. 
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Despite these problems, bureaucrats often insist 
that "ADHD children" be given Ritalin and other 
drugs. Parents who resist are increasingly being 
threatened with charges of child abuse and threats of 
having their children taken away from them. For in-
stance: 

+In Albany, New York, Michael and jill Car
roll were charged with child abuse when they 
told school officials they wanted to take their 7-
year-old son, Kyle, off Ritalin. They are now on 
a statewide list of child abusers. 

+In California, Dr. Robert Sinaiko had his 
medical license revoked and was fined $99,000 
by an administrative law judge for taking a boy 
off Ritalin and prescribing alternative treatment. 

+In Millbrook, New York, officials in the 
Millbrook school district called police and child 
protective services when Patricia Weathers took 
her 9-year-old son, Michael, off Ritalin and 
other government-prescribed drugs. 

Dr. Peter Breggin, founder of the Center for the 
Study of Psychiatry, raises many chilling questions 
about the consequences of drugging millions of chil
dren, in his recent book, "Talking Back to Ritalin." 
Breggin states: 

+The number of children being drugged has 
increased sevenfold in the last few years. 

· +Ritalin and amphetamines (like crystal meth 
and other illegal street drugs) have almost iden
tical adverse effects on the mind and behavior, 
including drug-induced behavioral disorders, 
psychosis, mania, drug abuse and addiction. 

+A large percentage of children who take 
Ritalin and other stimulants become robotic, le
thargic, depressed or withdrawn. 

·+Ritalin can retard growth in children by dis
rupting the cycles of growth hormone released 
by the pituitary gland. 

+Ritalin is addiCtive and can become a gate
way drug to other addictions. 

+There is no solid evidence that ADHD is a 
genuine disorder or disease of any kind. 

Dr. Breggin also explains that Ritalin is so harm
ful that the U.S. military rejects applications from 
young men who have been taking it. 

Dr. Breggin is part of a rising chorus of medical 
authorities and psychologists who oppose the whole
sale drugging of children. Dr. Kevin Mc.Cready of 
the San Joaquin Psychotherapy Center is particularly 
outspoken in his . opposition to the growing. use of 
drugs on children: 

"The massive drugging of children in Am~rica is 
an absolute scandal. ADHD is a myth, and an excuse 
to drug children to make them more easily manage
able - with no thought about the long-term mental 
and health consequences for the children. 



"Millions of children are being conditioned to 
take drugs thanks to their daily dose of Ritalin, 
Prozac and other drugs. Uncle Sam is now the 
world's #1 drug pusher." 

Dr. McCready advocates dealing with child be
havior problems through an innovative psychologi
cal approach that involves neither drugging nor coer
cion (NewsMax.com April 25, 2001). 

Homosexual Marriage 

t9>Boston (UPI) - A lawsuit filed by seven same
sex couples in Massachusetts seeking the legal right 
to marry is just the latest in a long-running effort by 
homosexuals across the nation to gain the same pro
tections enjoyed by heterosexual couples. 

The Massachusetts suit seeks a declaration from 
the courts that the state constitution requires that 
same-sex couples be treated equally as traditional 
male-female couples when it comes to marriage. 

To date, only Vermont gives gays all the rights 
and protections enjoyed by married heterosexual 
couples. Vermont, however, does not call such legal 
gay relationships "marriages," but "civil unions." 

In the first three months since the law went into 
effect last summer, more than 800 civil unions were 
registered by the Health Department in Vermont, 
three-quarters of them from out of state. 

Last March, almost a year after Vermont ap
proved civil unions, the state House voted to outlaw 
gay marriage. The Senate, however, was not ex
pected to support the measure. Backers said the bill 
was necessary to make it clear that under Vermont 
law, marriage was not between two men or two 
women. 

Backers of the Massachusetts suit say the term 
civil unions does not go far enough for them, and 
they want their unions to be recognized as legal mar
riages. 

It appears California will be the next big battle
front on the same-sex marriage issue. Advocates 
there this summer will be seeking a million signa
tures to put a proposed amendment to the California 
Constitution before the voters on the November 
2002 ballot. 

If approved by voters, the Same-Sex Marriage 
Initiative would make California the first state in the 
nation to allow two people of the same sex to law
fully marry. 

In proposing a civil union-type measure in Cali
fornia, Democrat state Assemblyman Paul Koretz 
told the San Francisco Chronicle that all couples "de-

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
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Instrumental Music questions, and various other sermons 
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and the liberal elements of "modernism." The sections 
dealing with these controversies seek to clarify the issues 
and point out the path of truth. 
BKAM03 hardback 736 pgs ......................................... 29.95 

God's Prophetic Word 
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God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; The Church Age; 
The Throne of David; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Imminent?; The Second Coming of Christ- Is It 
Premillennial?; Seventh Day Adventism - Its Origin and Its 
Errors; The Consequences of Premillennialism; Anglo
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Neal-Wallace Discussion 
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second coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
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serve legal recognition of their relationships and 
families, the same as my wife and I had when we 
committed ourselves to each other 16 years ago." 

Republican Sen. William "Pete" Knight said 
Koretz's proposal would violate Proposition 22, 
passed by voters last fall, that bans marriage between 
couples of the same sex. 

"It appears Assemblyman Koretz is trying to cir
cumvent Proposition 22," Knight told the Chronicle. 
"It may be illegal. If that doesn't undermine mar
riage, I don't know what does." 

The blockbuster issue gained national headlines 
several years ago when a court in Hawaii ruled that 
denying homosexuals the right to marry violated the 
Hawaii Constitution. The Hawaii Legislature subse
quently proposed a constitutional amendment re
versing that ruling. The issue was particularly con
tentious because, under normal circumstances, other 
states must recognize a marriage if it is legal in the 
state in which "it was performed. 

Opponents of same-sex marriage applauded the 
state Supreme Court ruling that bars gay couples 
from getting marriage licenses in Hawaii, but propo
nents say battles over the emotional issue are not 
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over, according to the Honolulu Star-Bulletin. 
The left-wing group National Organization for 

Women says dozens of states have enacted laws 
against homosexual marriage. NOW attributes the 
"attacks" to "the radical right." The organization 
claims "radical extremists" use the issue to divide the 
country and target homosexuals for discrimination. 

Despite public sentiment against such marriages, 
many companies and local governments recognize 
such relationships and provide some benefits to com
mitted gay couples, or domestic partners. 

Bill Clinton signed a law in 1996 that defined 
marriage as the legal union between "one man and 
one woman." The law prevents same-sex couples 
from receiving survivor and pension benefits, tax 
breaks and other advantages married couples re
ceive, and authorizes states to deny recognition of 
same-sex marriages performed in other states. 

Some states have acted to bar same-sex unions. 
Nebraska and Nevada last fall passed initiatives pro
viding that only marriages between a man and a 
woman will be recognized in those states. 

In Maine last fall, voters narrowly rejected a bal
lot question that would guaran~ee basic marriage 
rights to homosexuals as enjoyed by other citizens 
(NewsMax.com Wrres, Apr. 13, 2001). 

Nationwide FIL111 

OApril 25, 2001 -TV is too trashy- that's the 
opinion of Americans who say they can't believe 
their eyes at the filth being peddled on television. 

Seventy-seven percent of adults polled in a recent 
Family Circle magazine survey say today's TV pro
gramming is overloaded with sex, sex and more sex. 

And they point to the sleaze-filled talk shows run 
by shockmeisters Howard Stern and Jerry Springer 
as the single most offensive offerings on the box. 

Those shows cater to an endless parade of low
rent guests that include porn stars, strippers, adulter
ers and fetishists of all sorts. 

MTV and the HBO hit "Sex and the City" are 
considered the most offensive programming. 

MTV is jam-packed with sexually explicit videos, 
while "Sex and the City" features four single women 
who bed loads of men in search of the ultimate or
gasm. 

Family Circle says its survey, published in the 
May 15 issue, proves that adults are sick of the trash 
TV execs have resorted to airing in their quest for 
better ratings. 

"[There is] a general public displeasure with the 



media's loosening standards when the subject is sex," 
said the mag's editor in chief, Susan Ungaro. 

Viewers, especially women, were offended by the 
super-skimpy outfits some stars love to wear. 

California sex therapist Dr. William Fitzgerald 
said while "some of the stuff on MTV I'm startled by, 
we don't need more suppression of sex. We need 
more acceptance of sexual diversity and more sex 
education. People are too rigid in their views of 
sexuality." 

lar Garbage 
$The music industry is still targeting our chil

dren with filth and smut, the federal government 
charges in a scathing new report. 

The Federal Trade Commission found Tuesday 
that all five major record companies have placed ads· 
for "explicit-content" music on TV shows and in 
magazines that cater to consumers under age 17. 

Hollywood aggressively markets sex and vio
lence to minors in movies, Tv, music and video 
games, the FTC concluded in a report last fall. The 
recording industry has failed to clean up its act, 
Chairman Robert Pitofsky said Tuesday. 

The powerful music industry, which targets chil
dren for the sale of such hate-spewing "artists" as 
Eminem and Marilyn Manson, scrambled to try t~ 
defend itself even before the report was released. Hi
lary Rosen, president of Recording Industry Associa
tion of America, issued a statement saying that her 
industry supports clear labeling of explicit material, 
but that rating content is difficult at best. 

"Music is unique," said Rosen. "For the same 
reason that there is no rating system for books, the 
works of musical artists are not rated by age or con
tent specificity, as it is virtually impossible to catego
rize words" (United Press International). 

1his Is the Arm~ Mister Jones 
Oln Jolly Old England, The Ministry of Defense 

(MoD) is paying for members of the British armed 
forces to undergo sex changes. 

Despite pressures on the defense budget, the 
MoD is fu_nding hormone therapy and counseling for 
up to five people, believed to be male soldiers, who 
are changing their sex. The men queue for their pills 
along with other soldiers waiting to see army doc
tors. 

About 10 members of the armed forces have also 
been given free liposuction, where fat is surgically re
moved through a suction tube. A MoD spokes
woman said one male soldier had the treatment to 

his waist "because his webbing was chafing". She 
added: "It was causing him distress." 

The army also provides hormone treatment for 
both sexes, including injections of testosterone for 
men, a hormone that regulates sex drive and aggres
sion and can be prescribed in some cases of depres
ston. 

The MoD insists that the treatments, which 
emerged this weekend after the MoD admitted pay
ing for breast enlargements for female soldiers, are 
allowed only when there is a "clinical need". 

Soldiers are no longer forced to leave the army 
when they want to change sex. Since new guidelines 
were introduced last year they are assessed by psy
chologists and are allowed to continue to serve if 
they are deemed able to - although they may have to 
be moved to a less physically demanding job. 

In practice, however, most sex change soldiers 
are asked to leave the service. 

"Our surgeons are not qualified to carry out sex 
change operations, but we do facilitate and allow the 
pre-op work," said the spokeswoman. "People need 
to live as the gender they want to be for about a year 
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before they can have the operation - and we have 
provided the drugs and other support." 

Treatment by military surgeons is carried out at 
MoD hospitals that do not provide "wholly cos
metic" surgery such as nose reshaping, the spokes
woman said. 

"We feel that military personnel should be nei
ther advantaged nor disadvantaged by being in the 
services, so if they could get this treatment on the 
NHS in civvie street, we try to make it available, 
too," she said. 

Mike Perring, a clinician who runs a Harley 
Street clinic offering hormone· treatment to men, 
said: "Giving servicemen testosterone is a logical 
thing to do. It is only an extension of the drugs used 
by the military to keep people awake. 

"If you are running a night mission in a war zone, 
or you need someone to stay awake, you might double 
the physiological level of testosterone. It is boosting 
the body's normal mechanism for tackling crises." 

The MoD is not the only accommodating public 
body. Up to five male prisoners in jails in England and 
Wales have been allowed sex-change operations. They 
eventually returned to women's units, rather than 
prisons for men (NewsMax, Apr. 29 2001). 

Plan•ed Pareafhood and Casual Sex 
ClAn international organization supporting abor

tion, is urging youth to use sex as a means of having 
fun and to participate in programs that address the 
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"real needs of young people instead of the needs 
adults think young people have." 

Youth Manifesto, published by International 
Planned Parenthood Foundation, is designed to 
"meet the sexual and reproductive health needs of 
young people," according to the IPPF. 

Toward that end, the manifesto's three goals in
clude increased access to and information about 
sexual health services regardless of age, increased 
youth activism with regard to government policy, 
and the ability of youth to have "pleasure and confi
dence" in sexual activity. 

Also among the manifesto's objectives is for soci
ety to "recognize the right of all young people to en
joy sex and to express their sexuality in the way that 
they choose," putting the group's goals at odds with 
some jurisdictions in which certain sexual conduct is 
prohibited. 

IPPF states it "strongly believes that it is young 
people themselves who really know about what mat
ters to them and that they should be allowed space to 
express themselves." 

According to the IPPF, the Youth Manifesto is 
based on 10 "core values," which include "allowing 
young people to try things out," the freedom for 
youth to "express our sexuality," and the premise of 
sexual activity as a means of "having fun" 
(CNSNews.com, Apr. 17, 2001). 

Homosexual Jlggressioa 
@May 8, 2001 -Parents whose kids attend a 

pricey Manhattan private school are in an uproar 
over a new policy aimed at protecting the feelings of 
children raised by same-sex couples: Mother's Day 
has been banned. 

And in the interest of fairness, Father's Day, too. 
When did the biblical commandment- "Honor 

thy father and thy mother" - become a threat to 
children's emotional well-being? 

Said one outraged mother: "There are ways of 
showing sensitivity to the needs of children in un
usual situations that don't require undermining tra
ditional family structures. 

Last Mother's Day, kids made cards for their 
mommies. For Father's Day, they decorated soup 
cans for their dads to use as pen holders. 

That ended last week, a parent said, when a man 
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- who adopted his son with a male partner -
boasted that he had persuaded administrators to re
move Mother's Day from the school's holiday list. 

Reached at school yesterday, Samson said the de
cision to cancel was not based on a single case (NY 
Post). 

"The reasoning was several-fold," Samson said. 
"One is, it didn't serve an academic and educational 
need. Number two, families are changing. Some chil
dren were very uncomfortable." 

II Makes fou Sick 
$Two people fainted during a film showing 

people getting cannibalistic while making love. 
Medics at the Cannes Film Festival were called in 

the middle of the film Trouble Everyday. 
The movie, directed by Claire Denis, is about a 

man who desperately tries to find a scientist he used 
to work for while on honeymoon in Paris. 

Both men's wives are victims of experiments they 
carried out to control and influence the libido and 
the film depicts people getting cannibalistic while 
making love. 

Wara Jour Kids 
OOxyContin, a time-release version of the com

pound found in Percodan, delivers steady pain relief 
to people with severe or chronic pain when used 
properly. For a huge, heroin-like rush, abusers con
sume the drug after removing the pill coating. 

The lure of the drug has contributed to scores of 
deaths in Florida alone, and sparked a mini crime 
wave. In the last five months, OxyContin has been 
stolen from five pharmacies in Broward and one in 
Dade. There have been 12 other break-ins involving 
OxyContin from St. Lucie south, according to the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (Miami Herald, 
May 15, 2001) 

As I Was Going fo Saint lves 
0 Provo, Utah (UP I) - A man with five wives 

was due to go on trial Monday in a case expected to 
focus on Utah's bigamy law and its common-law 
marriage statutes. 

Tom Green, who has fathered 29 children, is 
charged with four counts of bigamy and criminal 
nonsupport. He might also face a separate trial on 
child-rape charges because he married one of his 
wives when she was 13. 

Pretrial court hearings and records reveal allega
tions that Green would marry a wife, then divorce 
her and marry another, while continuing to live with 

all those he had introduced as his wives, the Daily 
Herald of Provo reported Monday. 

Green, perhaps Utah's most outspoken polyga
mist, said he is prepared to go to prison for what he 
claims is a religious practice. 

Utah outlawed polygamy a century ago as a con
dition of achieving statehood, but the state govern
ment has mostly ignored the continuing practice 
(NewsMax.com, May 15, 2001). 

leallyl 
0 Bill O'Reilly asked Dan Rather why he thought 

Bill Clinton was an honest person. 
Rather answered, "Well, cause I think he is. I 

think at core he's an honest person. I know that you 
have a different view. I know that you consider it 
sort of astonishing that anybody would say so. But I 
think you can be an honest person and lie about any 
number of things." 
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leligioa 
0 "Religion" and "religious" in Elizabethan En

glish were used frequently to denote the outward ex
pression of worship. This is the force of threskeia, 
translated "religion" in Acts 26:5; James 1:26-27, 
while the same noun in Colossians 2:18 is rendered 
"worshipping. 

And in the same external sense "religion" is used 
by the King James Version for latreia, "worship." 

The neglect of the external force of "religion" has 
led to much reckless misquoting of James 1:26-27 
(from International Standard Bible Encyclopedia). 

Wolf6 lepeating 
Achievement 
The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night. 

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
Greatness 
There is 
One great society alone on earth: 
The noble living and the noble dead. 

-William Wordsworth 
Sarcasm 
I met the great little man, 
the man who can be silent in several languages. 

-James Guthrie Harbord 
Fp 

PC Study Bible 
Here Is a no-lose proposition. 
We strongly believe that if you try the PC Study Bible 
program on your own computer in your own office or 
home, you will best be able to evaluate its power and 
appreciate more fully its value. 
So- here is the deal -. Order the program and use it 
or 30 days. If you are not satisfied, retum it. 
If you retum the program within 30 days, you will never 
be billed- no questions asked. 
By the way, we (Firm Foundation) recommend that you 
try the Complete Reference Library, which sells for 
$279.95. It is the equivalent of 100 volumes and that fig
ures to $2.80 per volume. (Talk about a bargain!) 
How's that for a win/win situation? 

Order right now by calling 

1·800-572·3619. 
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PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 ediUons 

Editions 

Kina James Version ./ ./ -/ 

New Kina James Version -/ ./ ./ 

New lntematlonal Version ./ ./ ./ 

American Standard Version ./ ./ ./ 

New American Standard Bible ./ ./ -/ 

New American Standard Bible UDdate ./ ./ 

The Uvlno Bible ./ 

Revised Standard Version ./ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version ./ ./ ./ 

Nave's Toolcal Bible ./ ./ ./ 

Treasurv of Scrioture Knowledge ./ ./ -/ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary ./ ~ ./ 

Faussat's Bible Dictionary ./ ./ -/ 

New Unaer's Bible Dictionary ./ ./ 

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) ./ ./ 

Matthew Henrv's commentary (6 vol.) ./ ./ ./ 

WvciHfe Bible CommentarY ./ ./ ./ 

Barnes" Notes on the OT & NT (14 vot.) ./ ./ 

Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) "" Jamieson. Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vot.) ./ 

StroM's Greek-Hebrew Concordance ./ ./ ./ 

EnaUshrnan's Greek-Hebrew Concordance ./ ./ ./ 

Brown Driver Brlaas' Greek Definitions ./ ./ ./ 

Thayer's Hebrew Definitions ./ ./ ./ 

Interlinear Bible ./ ./ 

Greek IUBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text ./ 

Vine's Exoosltorv Dictionary of BlbDcaJ Words ./ ./ ./ 

Vlncenrs Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vaU ./ 

Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testainent (6 vaU ./ 

Kell & Dalitzsch's Old Testament - (10val.) ./ 

Personal Notes ./ ./ ./ 

Bible Study/Reading Plan ./ ./ ./ 

Bible Outlines ./ ./ ./ 

Bible Maps ./ ./ ./ 

Bible Photo Collection ./ ./ ./ 

The Fundamentals by R. A. Torrey ./ ./ ./ 

The Aoocalvose, by J. A. Selss ./ ./ ./ 

Souraeon's Encvclopedla of Sermons (8 vol.) , , ./ 

Retail price •....•. Our price 
1* Complete Reference Library ••••••• $349.95 •• : •••••• $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ·········-199.97 
3* New Reference Library ••••••••••••• 149.95 ••••••••••• 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD; add .50 for each additional CD 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Will you and the Bible please work on 
this one. (Enclosed was a column carrying the 
byline of Michael Hirsley from the Northeast 

Mississippi Daily Journal (12/4/93) concerning The 
Oxford Companion to the Bible, a new reference 
work edited by Bruce M. Metzger.) 
Desponse: The newspaper article tries too hard to 
ft create a sensation from a basic reference work. 

An entry in the Companion, "Names for the 
Nameless," written by editor Metzger, attracts atten
tion. He says Metzger "knows the origin and name 
of Cain's wife, and the name and number of the 
shepherds" who came to see Jesus on the night of his 
birth. 

This overstates the case. Metzger cites an apoc
ryphal text, "thought to have been written in the sec
ond century BCE" (BCE means Before the Christian 
Era), as his source for the name of Cain's wife 
(Awan, a daughter of Adam and Eve and sister, there
fore, of Cain). 

He refers to "the anonymous shepherds" who 
visited Jesus at the manger at the invitation of the 
angels, and says, "A thirteenth century Syriac com
pendium collected and edited by Bishop Shelemon 
and entitled The Book of the Bee declares there were 
seven shepherds and even lists their names: Asher, 
Zebulan, Justus, Nicodemus, Joseph, Barshabba, and 
Jose." 

So, though the newspaper article makes it appear 
that these names come from sources on a par with 
the Bible for reliability, the book being cited does not 
do that. 

An interesting article in the Companion, "Curi
ous Bibles," includes reference to the famous (or no
torious) "Adulterous Bible" (Robert Barker and Asso
ciates, London, 1631), so called because it omitted 
the word "not" in one of the ten commandments, 
"Thou shalt commit adultery." The printers were 
fined 300 pounds for that mistake, and ordered to 
suppress all remaining copies of the edition. 

In the 1562 folio edition of the Geneva Bible of 
1560, Matthew 5:9 reads, "Blessed are the place mak-

ers." There was also an 1801 "Murderers Bible," so 
named because of its use of "murderers" for 
"murmurers" in Jude 16. 

Perhaps the Bible could legitimately complain, as 
in the first octavo edition of the King James Version 
(1612) at Psalm 119:161, "Printers have persecuted 
me without cause," instead of "princes." 

The Companion lists 267 contributors. Among 
the ones I recognize, there is a wide range of theo
logical perspectives. Not surprisingly, some articles 
are better than others, some more accurate than oth
ers. 

The Companion article on "homosexuality," 
cited in the newspaper article, was slanted. There 
see~ed to be an overzealous effort to put the biblical 
prohibitions into the cultural milieu of the Old Testa
ment period and to deny any permanent moral valid
ity to them. 

There is little reason for some of the statements 
made other than an attempt to accommodate those 
today who wish to find approval for such conduct. 
For example, the statement commenting on Leviticus 
18:22 and 20:13, "Thus, regardless of the sexual re
lationship of the participants (a man and his consent
ing male partner, an adult male whom he had raped, 
or a child victim), all are equally culpable, since all 
are equally defiled." 

In view of the distinction between adultery and 
rape noted in Deuteronomy 22:23-27, it seems likely 
that the same distinction would have been made if 
homosexual rape were to occur. There is no textual 
warrant for saying no distinction was made. 

The Oxford Companion to the Bible is a useful 
reference book, if used with the same care and dis
crimination needed in using all works of men. 

The article about it in the Northeast Mississippi 
Journal would have profited from less sensationaliz
ing and more careful reading. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Order from Firm Foundation 
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1 0 1 Sermon Outlines 
Frank L. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting . 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs. 00 00 000000000000 00 $5.50 

According t o Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs. oooooo oo oo. 4.50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs. 0000 00000 12.95 

Arma geddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented oo • will show oo• the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world 000 [and) 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs. oooooo oo oooooooooooo oo oo oo oooooooo oooo6.95 

Functioning Le adership 
in the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs. 000000000000 000 3.50 

\. 

ts a.\PJtS.\II..ssi;.,TIAI 

10 ).\L\'AlKlS' 

Pubtinothe 
PEARLS 
in pl~ce 

.... _ 

The t"kw T~tomcnl 
Oou«h 

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs. oo•••oooo· ··· · · ·oo· ····· •oooooooooo•oo··· ·•oo oooo oooooooooo4. 5 0 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs. oooooo•···•oooooooooo ••oo···•oooooooooooooo •oo····· ·· oooooo• 4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station In Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs. 000000 00 00 000000 00 0000000000000000 00 00 00 6 .00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible- Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8Y.zx11, 
paperback 128 pgs. 000000000000000000000000 00 00000000 0 14.97 

Thoughts of Gold in Words of Silver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
Solomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita· 
l ive. Every quotation of Scripture is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world. Since all truth found in and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs. oooooooooooooo oo oooooooooooooooooooooooo.l.91 

Shipping- $2.50 tor one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@repubHc.net 

-Alaska-

. Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 

-Oklahoma-
7:30p.m. 3 mi south ofi-7S off exit 81. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

Melbourne- Church at Nonh Melbourne, 3215 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 877-8951. Exit S6 off 1-8S. 3 miles. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

-Tennessee -
Clattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 9, 10:1S a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 

Anchorage-7800StanlcyDr.,99S18.(907)344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 8S6-7323. Cochran, preacher. 

3931. Contact Wm. V. Cary 344-6715 or Andrew Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 4SO 
1.. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net of Christ, S410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Grandview Dr.; 38S06. (931) S26-253S. Sun. 9, 

6 wr d 7 1S (407) L57 0657 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the p.m., we • : p.m. u • , 
Greater Fairbanks area _ 645 Uth Avenue, 1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
99701. (907) 4S6-4921• Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 

p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Bible College. 
W8filla - Valley Owrch of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wuilla, AK (907) 74S-301l or (907) 
373-SS83 

-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa 8c University of Alabama) 
- Nonhport Church of Christ, 2700 44111 Ave., 
(lOS) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Actiw college program. Transportation 
tWail.bk 

-Georgia- CZouvillc - Lantana Chilrch of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404)"299-147S. Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Memphis _ Forest Hlli Church of Christ,. 3950 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., SS811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751· 
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. ..... 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, ~626 Hwy - Mis~issippi -
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Cinton - Church of Christ, ISS Broadway 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 3°056 S 10 111S 6 00 wr d. 7 

Mt. Juliet- The Vdlages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. F'lftccn minqtes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9,10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-
778-89SS 7 • un. , : a.m., : p.m., we 

p.m. Raben Shelton, minister. (601) 924-S300 Houston- Flcctwoocl Church of Christ, 15935 

Southaven- Southa;e;; Church of Christ, 1483 Katy Fwy. 
77094

• (28
1
) 

492
•
1219

• Sun. 
9• 

10 
- California - a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, ••••• 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke Hunt- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. . St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., prcac:her (408) 244-
823.2, Georsc Serb, local contact (510) 6SS-0388. 

-Missouri-
BucUtoa - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9 30 10:30 L "" d. 7 J sb Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. : ' • a.m., u p.m., we p.m. 0 
Miller, preacher. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866 • 

-Colorado-
..... 

Farmington- Sunnyvicw Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10,10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Aurora (Deaver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
40SO Rocky Mount -Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
•24-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 

Gainavillc- 39th. Ave ChurCh of Christ, 1811 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-7S, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacboavillc- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Free with any book order
"""• 8UppiiN last 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

p.m., Wed. 7:3~ Eddie Whitten, preacher 

Cari119 & Sliarit19 
Nelvsfettcr 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economic~l 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Klem Area Church of Chnsr, 20802 Rufstmth
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10,1 0:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark M iller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (28 1) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

It 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the NewT estament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C.]. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(clllarccrf crfitio11) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3' x 5'/•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
ever 

Cf"rials 
~Y lottie Be th Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas residenrs add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for adverlisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you I 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (409) 553-3721 • jprophet@republlc.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Texas rasidents add 8.25% tax 

Request special price. 

Order from Firm Foundation 

:;:rowers 
%at~ver 
!Fcufe 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
In the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
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Preachers Needed 
Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes &om Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send resume and tape to the: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: Jchessmatt@msn.com 

Minister needed: City Blvd Church of Christ in 
Waycross, GA desires the service of a sound gospel 
preacher who lives a good life - Beginning Oct. 
1, 2001. If you are intecested in this work, please 
send your resume to the City Blvd. Church of 
Christ, 618 City Blvd., Waycross, GA 31501. 
AlTN: Forrest Jerkins or Allen Means. Question 
may be directed to Forrest Jerkins at (912) 283-
3753 or Allen Means at (912) 283-7099. 

The Westside Church of Christ is accepting resumes 
&om individuals who are devoted to the Ministry 
of our Youth. Proficiency must be exhibited in: 
ministering to both Junior High and High School 
groups; communication skills including pceaching, 
teaching, interpersonal, and written; providing long 
range spiritual and social growth plans for both 
groups; strong knowledge of the scriptures; 
Bachelor's degree and 5 years experience required. 
Please forward resume, with references, and a 
sample one year plan outlining social and spiritual 
development activities to: The Westside Church of 
Christ c/o Jay Burcham 3300 R.M. 1431 Round 
Rock, TX 78681 

Wanted: sound conservative preacher. Please send 
resume to the Church of Christ, Box 562, 
Maysville, OK 73057. For information, please call 
after 9:00p.m., (405) 867-5230, 756-3556, 867-
5276. 

Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 near 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and 
experience. Send resume, references, picture, audio 
or video sermon to Elders, Church of Christ, 922 
S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: 
937-878-1117 or ray-patsypugh@juno.com 

Sound, gospel preachec wanted for a biblically 
conservative congregation of 65 members desiring 
to grow both in spirit and number. The church of 
Christ in Anthony, Kansas, seeks a spiritually 
mature, family man to work with, encourage, and 
teach this dedicated group of Christians. The 
Anthony church is financially self- supporting and 
offers a good salary plus a nice, brick home. Send 
resume and tape to: Anthony Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 322, Anthony, KS 67003. For more 
information, contact Bill Starks at {620) 842-5351. 

Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watertown, N.Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send resume 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30-55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 100 members is led by 4 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 5-bdr home is part of salary.) This position 
will be open after March 15, 2001. Send resume 
and video tape of recent sermon to: The Elders, 
W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G-2296 W. 
Carpenter Rd., Flint, Mich. 48505. 

Wanted: Preacher/Minister - the eldership of a 
well-established congregation of 120 in Central 
California, is seeking a sound, conservative gospel 
preacher. Please send resume, references, and an 
audio t~pe to: Church of Christ, 2912 N. Chester 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93306, or e-mail address: 
tuckerjs@msn.com. For more info call (661) 872-
5166. . 

Congregation of 125 (50% black, 50% white) 50 
miles SW of New Orleans in a fast-growing city of 
100,000 looking for a sound conservative evangelist 
with 8 yrs. full-time experience. Position open Feb. 
1, 2001 for pulpit preacher who can work various 
programs such as radio, jail ministry, Bible bowl, 
VBS, etc, and motivate congregation to evangelize. 
If you are interested in a long-term commitment 
(current preacher here 19 yrs.) send resume with 3 
references, video or audio of recent sermon, recent 
photo of family and financial requirements to 
Elders, Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 117, Station 2, Houma, LA 70360. (604) 872-
3778. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general Introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $18.95 

$3.00 s/h • Texas resld6nts add 8.25% tax 

Order from Finn Foundation 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. Johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; Jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Pine Vale Children's Home is searching for a new 
Executive Director. Pine Vale is a residential 
childcare facility located near Corinth, Miss. 
Seeking qualified applicants to submit resume 
before May 30, 2001. The qualifications sought 
are BS in Social Work or related area with 4 yes. 
experience or MSW or Masters in a related area 
with 2 yrs. experience. Please submit resumes to 
Mr. Clarence Hinton, 1978 Cry. Rd. 700, Corinth, 
MS 38834, (6~2) 287-1757, fax (662) 665-9720. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lamben book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

SSOP July 1972 classmates, I am seeking the rest 
of the lectures by our instructors, when ~e were 
there, 9/70-7/72. I have several classes on reel-to
reel, and am seeking the rest. Let me hear from 
you. Ben Bilyeu, P.O. Box 1452, Cookeville, TN 
38503, (931) 372-5988, bilyeu@usit.net. 

Back In print/ 

Questions 
and 
Answers 
Open Fomm Volume 2 

by Guy N. Woods 

This second volume was planned to 
complement the first volume and provide 
material not included in there. The 
answers given are based on a half century 
of study, observation and research using 
the best tools available. 
paperback • 374 pgs. 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Core/Bull's Eye Gospel Refuted 
The aim of this book is to review and 
examine the contention that all matters 
other than the Deity of Christ are not 
Important. The first part of this book is a 
review and study of the views and 
teachings of those espousing this view. 
The second part is a d irect discussion/ 
refutation of specific points of the "Core 
Gospel" argument. pb, 95 pgs. 

................. $4.50 

The Noahic Flood: Science 
and "The World That Was" 
This book examines the geologic and 
other scientific implications specifically of 
the Noahic flood, and answers many of 
the Ql!estions raised by skeptics and 
erases numerous supposed contradic
tions which skeptics and atheists say 
exist between science and the Bible. 
Faith in the Bible as the Word of God will 
be fortified by a studyof this book. pb, 
112 pgs •........................... ............. 5.00 

The Second Incarnation 
A Pattern for Apostasy 
A refutation of the Rubel Shelley-Randy 
Harris book The Second Incarnation: A 
Theology for the 2 1st Century Church. 
Brother Cates has done a thorough, fair, 
and honest evaluation and refutation of 
the fatal error advocated by Shelley and 
Harris in their book. pb, 55 pgs . 

.................... 3.50 
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Eternal Truths 
This book contains articles by such notable men as 
George Bailey, V. P. Black, Franklin Camp, Clarence 
'Dailey, Bill Flatt, Roy Hearn, G. P. Holt, Clean Lyles, 
Hugo McCord, Jim Bill Mclnteer, Billy Smith , John 
Stevens, and Clyde Woods. There are more than 30 
additional authors (all of whom gave their best effort to 
the writing of the manuscripts in this excellent book}. 
There are 46 lessons. The research is superb. The 
product is enduring. 1980 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Jesus is Lord 
Lessons for Life 
The Bible and Mental Health 
Christian Evidences 
Wisdom of God- an Eternal Truth 
The Greatest of These Is Love 
Faith is the Victory 
The Nature of the Church 
Sunshine in My Soul 
The Lord's Supper 
The Christian and Suffering 
Our Greatest Gift 
The Occult 
Astrology 
The New Testament Plea 
Why I Am a Member of the Church of Christ 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 
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Marriage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he Bible teaches that marriage is between one 
man and one woman for li fe . The marri age 
bond is indisso luble and permanent. It is a 

lifetime contract. 
In trre-qeginning God made onl y one man and 

only one woman. If Eve had not been pleased with 
Adam, she had no option but ro go away and li ve 
alone. Jesus pointed to the beginning and re-instituted 
the original marriage law (Matt. 19:3-10). 

Holy matrimony is an appointment of the Cre
ator, and Jehovah officiated at the first marriage cer
emony (Gen. 2:18-24). God bears sil en t witness ro 
the contract of marriage (Mal. 2:14), and he joins 
the man and woman together ro make them one 
fl esh, or a unit (Matt. 19:5-6). 

Notice that it is God who joins them rogerher and 
therefore no mortal should put them asunder. They 
are one flesh, but continue to be two beings and have 
their separate identity, responsibil ity, and accountabi l
ity. Being one fl esh is obviously not literal, but, like the 
forgi veness of sin, is something that takes place in the 
mind of God. They are one in the same sense that dis
ciples of Jesus are one- united Qohn 17 :20-21). 

Now, that is the marriage law - one man for one 
woman for life, bur there are exceptions. 

One exception is death, in which case the survivor 
is free to marry anyone who is free ro marry (Rom. 
7:2). 

Fornication is another exception (Mart. 19 :9). In 

rhe case of fornication rhe innocent person in the 
marriage has the option of divorcing the fornicator 
and marrying someone else. The gu ilty person is nor 
free to remarry. It is a basic rule of justice that one is 
nor allowed to benefit from his own crime. 

If both the guilty and rhe innocent are free tore
marry in rhe case of fo rnication, then we have no ef
fecti ve marriage law and the words of Jesus in Mat
thew 19:3-10 are a waste of breath, paper, and ink. 
Jesus made a useless and senseless statement if both 
may remarry without sinning. 

If a rogue is married and wants our of the con
tract, and if both the guilty and the innocent are free 
from the marriage bond in the event of fornication, 
then all he need do is commit fornication, and both 
the perpetrator of rhe fo rnication and the one who is 
sinned against may remarry with impunity. This can 
be clone endlessly and therefore destroys the mar
riage law given by Jesus. (The person guilty of forni
cation can always confess, repent, and pray to re
ceive forgiveness for his immoral conduct.) 

Anything that denies what Jesus plainly taught is 
obviously wrong. 

That is the sum of the teaching of the second 
covenant on marriage, divorce, and remarriage. Paul 
did give the abused wife permission to depart from 
her husband bur does nor give her license ro remarry 
(1 Cor. 7:10-11). 

Ir is possible for a person ro marry, divorce, and 
(continued 011 page 6) 



2 

Firm Foundation 
Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising and Subscriptions 

]. C. Prophet 

Production 

A. L. Prophet 

''For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
discerning the thoul{hts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creature 
is hidden, but all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4: 12-13). 

Firm Foundation 
Vo lume 11 6 N umber 8 

Published mont hly by t he 
Firm Foundation Pub·lishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269·0 192 
Third Class Postoge paid at Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: S 16.00 per year 

2 years for $30.00. 
Club me: S 14.00 (prepaid) per year 

in clubs of I 0 or more. 
Congregational rate: S 14.00 per fami ly per year 

(prepaid or billed quarterly or yearly). 
Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or more 

copies sent to one address, 
S 15.00 per year per copy. 

Foreign subscriptions: 525.00 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence, manuscripts, 

book/li terature orders to 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P.O. Box 690 192 • HoustOn, TX 77269-0192 

(28 1) 469-3540 . (800) 572-3619 
fax (281) 469-7 115 

had@worldnet .arr.net 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advertisi ng, subscriptions, renewals, and 

changes of address to 
j. C. Prophet 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
1'.0. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

(888) 367-6216 • fax (979) 553-372 1 
jpropher@republic.ner 

POSTt> !r\STER: Send address service to 
Firm Fou ndation 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, T X 77430. 

Augusr 2001 
Firm fo undation 

Editorial 

LeHer and Spirit 
Grace and Truth 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

' 

he letter ki lls .. . the spirit gives li fe (.2 
Cor. 3 :6 ; Rom. 7:6; Rom. 2:29 ). Th1s 
thought has been used to mean tha t it is 

not necessa ry to conform absolutely and strictly 
to the teaching of the life-giving-law of the gos
pel of Christ. 

W hen New Testament reaching o n t he es
sentia lity of baptism is po inted out to advocates 
of sa lvation by God-only (predestinatio n), by 
grace-only, through faith-alone, it is nor uncommon fo r Ca lvinists 
to respond by saying, "The letter kills, bur the spirit gives life." 

The idea is that it is not necessary to confo rm strictly to divine 
revelation to please God. The sentiment o f letter and spirit is in
voked to set aside w hat God-breathed scripture emphatica lly 
teaches. The denomina tio nal hypo thesis, in sy llogistic form, goes 
something like this: 

1. The Bible says, "H e that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved. " 

2. T he letter kills, but the spirit gives life. 
3 . Therefo re, the Bible is wro ng, and baptism has nothing to 

do with salvatio n. 
This line of secta ri an thought is used to d iscount every New 

Testament teaching that is contra ry to the central po ints of Calvin
istic drivel, which is mistakenly called orthodoxy. 

Fo r the unini tiated "orthodoxy," in denomina tio nal parlance, 
is the unbiblical idea that (1) babies are bo rn depraved (inherited 
sin), (2) are help less and in need of limitless g race, (3 ) God deter
mined before creation who w ill and will not be saved , (4) a direct 
assault of the H oly Spirit on the human spirit (mind) is necessary 
to permit the sinner to love God, repent, have fa ith, and receive 
cleansing, and (5) once saved always saved. 

When it is po in ted out that the sacred scriptures teach tha t (1) 
babies are born innocent, (2) as free agents decide to sin - a ll sin, 
(3) sin separates from God and causes the s inner to be lost, (4) the 
sinner must hear, repent, confess, and be bapti zed to wash away 
sins and be saved (the free agent decides to sin and be lost, and 
also decides to obey and be saved) , and (5) thereafte r th e saved 
sinner must be faithful unto death to ente r the gates o f pea rl and 
walk the street o f go ld , the standard respo nse on th e parr o f the 
"orthodox" is, "Yeah, well, the lette r kills, bur the spirit gives life. " 



Singing is required by the new covenant and was the exclusive 
practice of the church for more than 1, 700 years after the cross, 
but those who have an appetite for instruments in public assembly
worship respond to this unanswerable argument by saying, "The 
letter kills, but the spirit gives life." 

Virtually every command of God and requirement of Holy 
Writ is discounted and trashed because of the mistaken notion that 
the letter of the law kills, and that the spirit of the law is different 
from its literal meaning. 

The proponents of this tragic interpretation of revelation fail 
to see that the same answer would apply to fornication, murder, 
false witnessing, lying, stealing, and covetousness. 

The man who covets his neighbor's wife might excuse his infi
delity by saying, "The letter kills - it is the spirit that gives life. 
Don't judge and condemn me, but be tolerant (accept different 
views), and flee harsh conclusions." (Severe, critical, unsympa
thetic judgment is always any judgment that condemns sin.) 

The bottom line is that the alibi of spirit and not law, when 
consistently applied, excuses everything from homicide to homo
sexuality. Its end result is to repeal all law and make us lawless 
(which is sin- 1 John 3:4). 

Please understand that we are not saying that those who want 
to escape the clear teaching of the Bible on the importance of bap
tism, pure assembly-worship, and the necessity of controlling the 
flesh are therefore dedicated to homicide and homosexuality, but 
we are saying that the logical and unavoidable conclusion of their 
argument opens the floodgate to every transgression and disobedi
ence. 

The Bible makes it plain that absolute obedience to every law 
of God is necessary for a person to be fully acceptable to God. 
Hearing and doing the words of God are necessary to building the 
life-edifice upon a reliable and sure foundation (Matt. 7:24-27). 
Doing the will of God allows one to enter heaven (Matt. 7:21). 
Jesus perfected himself (completed his mission) by full obedience 
to the will of Jehovah (Heb. 5:7-9). Jesus saves those who obey 
(Heb. 5:9). 

Still, in our human imperfection we transgress divine rules, but 
God is gracious and favors us with forgiveness. The grace of God 
brings salvation (Titus 2: 11). We must all rely heavily upon the 
mercy of a just but forgiving Heavenly Father. To walk in the light 
and confess our sins is to be covered by the blood of the Lamb, 
without which there would be no hope for any of us (1 John 1 :6-9) 

However our need for mercy does not excuse disobedience to 
divine precepts. It is incomprehensible that anyone would attempt 
to justify failure to honor God by obeying his word. What God 
said to ancient Israel applies to spiritual Israel. 

And Jehovah thy God will ... rejoice over thee for good, as he re
joiced over thy fathers; if thou shalt obey the voice of Jehovah 
thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which are 
written in this book of the law; if thou turn unto Jehovah thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul. For this command
ment which I command thee this day, it is not too hard for thee, 
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neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, 
and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that 
we may do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that 
thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for 
us, and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, 
that we may do it? But the word is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that 
thou mayest do it. See, I have set before 'hee this 
day life and good, and death and evil; in that I 
command thee this day to love Jehovah thy 
God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his com
mandments and his statutes and his ordinances, 
that thou mayest live and multiply .... But if thy 
heart turn away, and thou wilt not hear, but shalt 
be drawn away, and worship other gods, and 
serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that 
ye shall surely perish .... I call heaven and earth 
to witness against you this day, that I have set 
before thee life and death, the blessing and the 
curse: therefore choose life, that thou mayest 
live, thou and thy seed; to love Jehovah thy 
God, to obey his voice, and to cleave unto him; 
for he is thy life, and the length of thy days; that 
thou mayest dwell in the land which Jehovah 
sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them (Deut. 30:9-20). 

What he is saying is, "I am God - therefore 
honor my word, accept my wisdom, and obey my 
commands." This applies to every dispensation -
for God does not change. If God is God, obedience 
to his stated will is absolutely necessary. 

The provisions of the law may be different, but 
the need to obey is unchanged. The Jews needed to 
faithfully keep the Law of Moses to enter Canaan. 
The Christian must diligently keep his law (the gos
pel - or new covenant) to enter heaven. 

Well, what about "the letter kills, but the spirit 
gives life?" 

The observant will conclude that Paul's state
ment in 2 Corinthians 3:6, "Who also made us suffi
cient as ministers of a new covenant; not of the let
ter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life" is not talking about the need to 
obey, nor is it giving license to disobey. 

The contrast in the context of 2 Corinthians 3:6 
is between the Law of Moses and the Law of the 
spirit of life in Christ. The Law of Moses could not 
save because it did not - and could not - make 
provision for the forgiveness of all sin. The Law of 
the spirit of life in Christ Jesus is able to make us free 
from the law of sin and death and therefore can ac
complish what the Law of Moses could not do (Rom. 
8:1-2). 

4 
The promised new covenant will cause God to 
August 2001 
Firm Foundation 

"be merciful to their iniquities, And their sins will I 
remember no more" (Heb. 8:8-12 andJer. 31:31-
34 ). The letter (Law of Moses) kills, but the spirit 
(Law of Christ) gives life. 

The contrast is between the old law and the new 
law - not between obedience and disobedience. 

Now comes a new generation of "Calvinizers." 
They do not speak of the letter and the spirit of the 
law, but of grace and truth. The end result is the 
same and the argument is unchanged. 

When teachers begin to speak of "grace 
churches," and "truth churches" and declare that if 
you make me chose between the two, I will come 
down on the side of the more liberal and undemand
ing grace church, we have the same old argument 
cast in other words. 

The difference between "grace churches" and 
"truth churches" and the old Calvinist apology of the 
"letter of the law" versus the "spirit of the law" is the 
difference between tweedledee and tweedledum. 

Let no man "beguile you in any wise," to pro
mote the flimsy and foolish notion that absolute obe
dience to the revealed will of God is excusable and is 
the essence of sin, which is a denial of God's grace. 
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McGarvey's famed commentary is regarded as a classic work. 
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nith of his intellectual strength. For 27 years Professor Mc
Garvey gave a verse-by-verse study of the book of Acts to the 
senior class of the College of the Bible. He was pre-eminently 
a Bible teacher. The book is concise and clear. The writing of 
John William McGarvey floods the student with light and en
courages him to walk in it. There is no greater tool for under
standing and applying the majestic lessons of the book of Acts 
than this analysis of the history of the early church as reported 
by the inspired pen of Luke. McGarvey regarded this book as 
his finest and most important work. hard back, 298 pgs. 
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We must march under the banner of truth, but 
doggedly holding to truth must not cause us to be 
bitter, harsh, cruel, and unloving. We are to contend 
earnestly for the faith, but in a spirit of gentleness 
(Gal. 6: 1), which is always in order, and a spirit of 
gleeful condemnation is always out of order. The 
Bible has as much to say about love as it does about 
obedience. To put a chokehold on someone who has 
offended us and demand our "pound of flesh" is to 
shame the amazing grace of God (Matt. 18:21-35). 

The trouble with the churches of Galatia was 
that they perverted the gospel by adding to it- sub
tracting from it is equally evil (Rev. 22: 18-19). 

Paul, in the opening chapter of his letter to the 
churches of Galatia, says teaching a "different" gos
pel is anathema, or irrecoverable and eternal destruc
tion (Gal. 1 :6-9). He also says, to add to or take 
from the gospel is perversion and those who do it are 
perverts, which by definition means "lead away 
somebody from good ... misinterpret or distort 
something as a piece of text." 

Paul's main argument against changing the origi
nal gospel into another gospel, which was not real
ly another gospel but a distortion, is that the mes
sage came not from man but from God (Gal. 1:11-
12). Since revelation is an expression of the wisdom 
of the Almighty, don't mess with it- don't muddle 
it. 

God's word is truth, which comes to us by his 
grace, and is to be honored. There is no dichotomy 
between grace and truth, and to attempt to make 
such a division is puerile. 

Grace, like truth, is demanding. It instructs, com-
mands, and requires. Notice: 

For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly and righteously and godly in 
this present world (Titus 2:11-12). 

Grace has appeared ... its instruction demands 
that we deny ungodliness and worldly lusts ... and 
tells us to be sober, righteous, and godly. 

Grace condemns worldly lusts, which reminds us 
that "thou shalt not commit adultery; thou shalt not 
steal; thou shalt not bear false witness; thou shalt not 
murder; and thou shalt not worship other gods." 

Hey, wait a minute, is Paul saying that grace con
demns evil? 

Is Paul saying that grace demands righteousness, 
which is obedience to all of the commands of God 
(Psa. 119: 172)? 

It looks mighty like there is not much practical 
difference in grace and truth. 

Were it possible to have a grace church that is not 
a truth church, it would be feasible to have sanctifi
cation, freedom from sin, justification, and access to 
God without truth. 

The Bible says that truth frees Uohn 8:32) ... al
lows the sinner to come to God Uohn 14:6) ... sanc
tifies Uohn 17: 17), and purifies or justifies (1 Pet. 
1:22-15). 

The light and flimsy notion that one can have 
grace without truth, or truth without grace is as 
trivial as saying that one can have the spirit of the 
law without having the letter of the law- or the let
ter of the law without having its spirit. 

On the bottom line it is an attempt to discount 
revelation and deny the saving power of the gospel 
- and is the essence of infidelity. 

We do not mean to be harsh, but full of the grace 
that condemns sin and promotes obedience ... just 
like truth! To graciously present truth is about the 
same as "speaking the truth in love" (Eph 4: 15). It is 
manifestly unloving to fail to condemn wrong and 
approve right, still in rebuking and exhorting we 
must be polite. 

To have the letter of the law one must have its 
spirit, and to have the spirit of the law is to have its 
letter. To have grace one must have truth, and to 
have truth is to have grace. One requires the other. 
To think otherwise is ... well ... asinine. 

Under the skin, grace and truth are sisters- just 
like spirit and law. 
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Marriage 
(continued from page 1) 

remarry, but not because o f forni catio n or death, and 
the union is unjustified and consequently unho ly. If 
in such a marriage child ren a re bo rn the mother and 
fath er, th ough in an unjustified marriage, still have 
an o bligatio n to nurture their o ffspring in the chas
tening and admon itio n o f the Lo rd (Ep h. 6 :4; Prov. 
1:8). To fail to do this is sin. 

If a couple should find themselves in this situa
tion, what is to be done? If they stay toge ther, it is 
sin. If they fa il to provide a good home fo r the ir chil
dren, it is sin. The marriage is improper and in vio la
tio n of Jesus' marriage law, but you canno t throw the 
children away. H ow can this be resolved ? If the hus
band leaves the house where his wife and ch ildren 
live, he cannot fulfill his ob ligatio n to the children. It 
is intractable (which means, fo r the benefit o f those 
in Ri o Linda - as Rush Limbaugh might say - "dif
ficult to deal with o r solve") . 

The effect of divorce can be devastating to chil
dren. It traumatizes them and c reates deep psycho
logical wounds often resu lting in p rofound insecuri ty 
and ho pelessness. It is a mise ry that should be 
avoided if possible. 

It is silly to say, "If homosexuals liv ing in a mar
riage relatio nship have children are they to stay to
gether and nurture their chi ldren in the fea r of the 
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Lo rd?" In the first place homosexuals cannot have a 
marriage re latio nship, either justified o r unjustified . 
In the second place homosexuals canno t have chil
d ren of their own- even if the chi ld is conceived in 
a petri d ish, it is not the ch ild of the two homosexu
a ls. 

Whatever is done must not be done in a way that 
leaves the impressio n upo n t he unmarried and the 
marri ed who have not deve lo ped a pro blem in their 
marri age that it is okay fo r people to d ivorce and re
marry, except for death and fo rnicatio n. 

In di scussing marriage, d ivo rce, and remarriage it 
is necessary to kee p in mind that customs of the past 
are different from those o f the p resent, and that cus
toms in modern time d iffer in d iffe rent parts o f the 
wo rld. 

Peop le before the first century had no knowledge 
o f our Weste rn cu ltu re . They knew no th ing of 
Coun ty C le rks, County Courtho uses, Family Law 
Centers, M arriage Certi ficates, Wedd ing Vows (as we 
know them), and Divorce Courts. 

In some countries of the wo rld eve n now people 
marry with very li t tle to no government in vo lve
ment. 

In the first century t he practice was for the 
couple to make an announce ment t hro ugh, by and 
with their fami lies that they were to be regarded as 
married and that sealed the bond from a c ivil po int 
o f view. 

Divorce in t he Bible is "going away, be ing put 
away, leaving, being forced or driven our." If a wife 
left he r husband w itho ut inten t of return ing, tha t 
was di vo rce. If a husband gave his w ife a writing of 
d ivo rcement (o r merely t he spoken notice in some 
cases), he could then send her away and they were 
divorced. 

We a re apt to impose upo n ancient customs o ur 
modern , \X'estern methods and practices, but that is a 
mistake. We do not ord inarily, it seems to me, think 
of d ivorce as the time of sepa ration, but rather as the 
time whe n an offic ial in a court prono unces that the 
process o f law has granted a d ivorce . T he Bible 
knows no thing of this. To understand Bible teachi ng 
we must consider what it says in the light o f the un
derstanding o f things in the day of its p roductio n. 



In biblica l usage there is a divorce when one 
partner in a marriage contract decides to leave and 
nor return. 1 Corinthians 7: 10-11 says, "Bur unto 
the married I give charge, yea nor I, bur the Lord, 
That the wife depart nor from her husband (bur 
should she depart, let her remain unmarried, or else 
be reconciled to her husband); and that the husband 
leave not his wife." 

Notice, when the wife departs, she is immedi
ate ly unmarried. The "unmarriage" is the departure. 
Paul says, "should she depart, let her remain unmar
ried." She is divorced, in New Testament usage, sim
ply by the process of leaving her husband withou t in
rent of retu rning. In our society we may think of 
married couples as separated bur nor divorced -
and that is nor the Bible perspective. 

The wife who divorces her husband by leaving 
him has only two options - (1) she can remain "un
married," or (2) she can return to her husband. No
rice that though unmarried, she sti ll has a husband. 
An unmarried lady with a husband! Paul said, "Let 
her remain unmarri ed, or else be reconcil ed to her 
husband. " 

She still has a husband because marriage, accord
ing to the scriptures, involves (1) keeping the civil 
statutes (1 Pet. 2:13-18- it is important to keep the 
laws of our own society), (2) a pledge to live together 
as husband and wife (Gen. 2:23 - remember j esus 
in giving instructions about marriage pointed back to 
the beginning), and (3) God joining them together so 
they become one fl esh (Matt. 19:6- note this join
ing as one fl esh is not something soc iety does 
through irs civi l laws, nor is it something the man 
and woman do as they begin to share the experiences 
of life, bur it is something God does). 

If the wife leaves (divorces) her husband she is 
unmarried, but God has nor released the bond and 
therefore she still has a husband. As an unmarried 
lady with a husband she is expected to be chaste and 
he is also to be moral. The fact that they are nor liv
ing together does not mean they are not husband and 
wife . Each is obligated to behave in sexual purity by 
sexual abstinence. 

If in the time of separation either the husband or 
the wife is guilty of sexual impurity, it is fornication 
and Matthew 19:9 comes into fo rce. The innocent 
person in such a case now has the option of declaring 
the marriage fully ove r, God having released the 
binding tie, and is free to marry another (of a differ
ent kind) without sin. It is not necessary to leave (di
vorce) because of fornication for fornication to occur 

after the departure (divorce). 
The same rhi·ng would apply in the event of 

death . If a woman leaves her husband for some cause 
other than fornication and is unmarried, she is still 
tied by the marriage law of God (whether civil courts 
know it or not). If her husband should die after the 
separation, she would be released (Rom. 7 :2), and 
could marry someone else who was free to marry 
wi thout it being sinful. The same line of reasoning 
applies to fornication after separation (divorce). 

Matthew 19:9 does not say the separation must 
be caused by fornication, but only if there is fornica
tion -whether committed while living together or 
while living apart - the offended person may re
marry without violating the marriage law of God. 

It is critical to maintain and defend the stringent 
marriage law given in the new covenant. The home is 
the smallest building block of soc iety and therefore 
the foundation upon which all else rests. If the home 
is violated by disregarding or perverting the sanctity 
of marriage then neither society nor the earthly 
phase of the kingdom of God (church) can long en
dure. 
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License to Libel 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Slander is a popular pastime, but is immoral, 
illegal and repugnant. Webster's 1 Qth Ed. 
Collegiate Dictionary defines libel as: "[a] 

written or oral defamatory statement or representa
tion that conveys an unjustly unfavorable impres
sion: a statement or representation published with
out just cause and tending to expose another to pub
lic contempt: defamation of a person by written or 
representational means." 

When you libel, you are liable. Liable is defined: 
"Obligated according to law or equity; responsible; 
subject to appropriation or attachment." 

Christians must avoid libelous words, which are 
chargeable before God and man. 

The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual 
says, "Injury to reputation ... words, pictures, or car
toons that expose a person to public hatred, shame, 
disgrace, or ridicule, or induce an ill opinion of a 
person are libelous." 

This source also says: 

Actions for civil libel result mainly from news 
stories that allege crime, fraud, dishonesty, im
moral, or dishonorable conduct, or stories that 
defame the subject professionally, causing finan
cial loss either personally or to a business. There 
is only one complete and unconditional defense 
to a civil action for libel: that the facts stated are 
provably true. 

If you allege what you cannot prove, you are li
able and vulnerable to being sued for punitive dam
ages and being sent to prison. It is a serious matter. 

The Bible says, Whosoever secretly slanders his 
neighbor, him will I destroy" (Psa. 101:5a). 

Solomon wrote, '~d whoever spreads slander is 
a fool" (Prov. 10:18b). God's people must not listen 
to slander (1 Sam. 24:9). 

Slander angers (Prov. 25:23 ), separates friends 
(Prov. 16:28), mortally wounds (Prov. 18:8; 26:22), 
sows discord among brothers (Prov. 6:19), and leads 
to murder (Psa. 31:13; Eze. 22:9). 

"A fool's lips enter into contention, and his 
mouth calls for blows. A fool's mouth is his destruc
tion, and his lips are a snare to his soul. .. He who 
answers a matter before he hears it, it is folly and 
shame to him" (Prov. 18:6-7, 13). 
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Neither civil nor sacred prohibitions prevent evil 
men from making libelous statements. In the Lord's 
church, radicals on the right and the left habitually 
libel adversaries. When they are unable to answer an 
adversary's argument, they slander him. 

The tactic allows felons to shift attention from 
their failures. 

It is unethical. 
It proves nothing. 
But it is highly favored among corrupt politi

cians, journalists, and preachers. 
I have often witnessed the spectacle of Christians 

libeling other Christians to gain advantage in an ar
gument. Typically "protecting the church" or "de
fending the faith" was cited to excuse lies, distortion, 
and libel. 

Sometimes dominance was the issue not "doctri
nal purity" or "church protection." 

Libelous felons take cover behind a misinterpre
tation of 1 Corinthians 6:1-6. 

Criminals, at both extremes, callously liable oth
ers with impunity because the longsuffering majority 
believes there is no recourse. They are wrong. 

There is no protection for libel in the laws of 
God or man. 

Carefully re-read the passage: 
Dare any of you, having a matter against an
other, go to law before the unrighteous, and not 
before the saints? Do you not know that the 
saints will judge the world? And if the world will 
be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters? Do you not know that we 
shall judge angels? How much more, things that 
pertain to this life? If then you have judgments 
concerning things pertaining to this life, do you 
appoint those who are least esteemed by the 
church to judge? I say this to your shame. Is it 
so, that there is not a wise man among you, not 
even one, who will be able to judge between his 
brethren? But brother goes to law against 
brother, and that before unbelievers! (1 Cor. 
6:1-6 NKJV). 

This passage is commonly viewed as an absolute 
prohibition against a Christian seeking a legal rem
edy in any dispute with another Christian. 

This view is absurd on its surface. 
The Corinthian Christians were not getting 



along - brotherly love was not apparent. Instead, 
there was malice, strife, and frivolous litigation. 

First-century Greeks loved to use the courts to 
settle disputes. Virtually any ridiculous pretext was 
used to bring a neighbor into court hoping fo r easy 
financial gain. (It was a time li ke our own where offi
cials, merchants, and doctors are sued on base less 
grounds by greedy criminals.) 

Paul forbade Christian participation in senseless 
litigation. H e shamed any brother wi lli ng to partici
pate. When the dispute involves tr ivia l matters, you 
should "take wrong" and "be defrauded" (1 Cor. 
6:7b), because it is trivial. 

The Lord said in such circumstances disciples 
must "turn the other cheek" (Matt. 5 :38-39). It is 
foolish to pursue a si lly d ispute over inconsequential 
matters. 

A Christian should have more sense, and he cer
tainly should not embroil the church in the rid icu
lous affair. 

It is utterly fa lse to assert Paul's counsel bars a 
Christian's recourse to the courts under all circum
stances where the dispute involves another Chris
tian. 
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Every dispute is not trivial. All suits are not frivo
lous. Some controversies between Christians involve 
more than the "smallest matters." Pau l does not re
quire individuals or institutions to tolerate every 
crime a fellow Christian commits just because he is a 
Christian. 

Understanding the passage as an absolute prohi
bition against going to court with a brother leads to 
absurdities. 

Suppose a member of the church became repro
bate to the faith and sued the local church for posses
sion of its property. According to the popular view of 
1 Corinthians 6:1-6, brethren could not counter sue 
and defend themselves! That would be going to law 
with a brother. 

If this interpretation were val id, we should avoid 
living in the same neighborhood with brethren, and 
we most certainly should never do business with 
them, because no matter what happened we would 
have no recourse. 

Years ago a Christian loaned money to a brother 
in Christ. The granto r of the loan passed away. The 
"Christian" who borrowed from him informed the 
grieving widow he inte nded to stop payment. He al
leged the death of the grantor terminated his obliga
tion to repay the loan. The desperate widow sought 
legal counsel from a Christian attorney. The lawyer 
immediately went to court fo rcing the brother to 
honor his obligation. 

T he crook contended, "You can't sue me I'm a 
Christian." The judge did not see it that way. 

Did the widow and her lawyer violate the prohi
bition of 1 Corin thians 6: 1-6? Of course not! T his 
was not a "small matter. Her survival was at risk. It 
was not a strictly religious matter; it was also a point 
of civil law. 

Likewise, no Christian is obligated to tolerate the 
defamation of his character, smearing of his name, or 
the ruination of his career by 1 Corinthians 6:1-6. 

To ruin another is not trivial. It is not among the 
"smallest matters." A man's name, reputation, and 
integrity are precious. That is why our legal system 
protects citizens from libelous accusations. 

T he authorities know it is virtually impossible to 
reclaim a reputation ruined by scandal. Thus puni
tive sanctions are threatened in an attempt to deter 
this sort of misconduct. 

To malicious ly libel another person, is a felony 
offense. It is subject to the punitive sanctions of civil 
law. Paul offers no protection to those engaged in 
this dirty business. 
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Seeing Paul's comments in 1 Corinthians 6:1-6 in 
absolute terms would have him contradict other pas
sages. Jesus said one could divorce a mate guilty of 
fornication (Matt. 19:9). He did not say you had to. 
He did not even say that it was best in most cases to 
do so. But he did give that option. 

If you choose to exercise it, you must go to law 
with a brother. If Paul's instructions are unqualified, 
no Christian could ever divorce, under our present 
Western usage, a Christian companion who is guilty 
of fornication. 

Elders or other Christians who might hear a case 
between brethren have no right to dispose of some 
issues. Elders are not authorized to grant a divorce. 
They cannot force repayment of a loan or foreclo
sure on a piece of property. Elders cannot sentence 
violent Christians to prison. They cannot order the 
execution of a murderer. 

God gave these responsibilities to the civil gov
ernment (Rom. 13 ). Only legal authorities may prop
erly handle legal matters. Brethren must settle 
strictly religious problems among brethren. 

G.K. Wallace wisely said: "Civil matters ought to 
be kept in civil courts and out of the church. Reli-
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gious matters ought to be kept in the church and out 
of the civil courts." 

He continued: "The Bible specifically forbids 
brethren taking civil law into their own hands; and 
when brethren try to practice law without a license, 
they violate both moral and civil law. It is much bet
ter to let the lawyer handle that, which is purely 
civil, and let the church handle that which is purely 
religious." 

Let every Christian seek a kind heart governed 
by pure motives. Let each child of God speak only 
the truth tempered by love. To do otherwise runs the 
risk of committing the sin of libel. 

Be warned. Those slandering brothers have no 
protection. The government penalizes it and so does 
God. When you repeat what you cannot prove, and 
when you maliciously distort what others say, you 
are liable and are a felon. Let your words be true. 
This is noble. It is legal. To do otherwise opens you 
to the full sanction of civil authorities here and to 
God's judgment in the hereafter. 
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Praying Sinners 
By T. Pierce Brown 

When the man said in John 9:31, "Now we 
know that God heareth not sinners," he 
probably had in mind Proverbs 28:9, "He 

that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer shall be abomination." As we often do, 
many of us in an effort to defeat the false doctrine 
which encourages the alien sinner to pray for his sal
vation, have tried to make the passage say more than 
it says. We have heard preaching that sounded as if 
the prayer of an alien sinner not only would have no 
value; it would actually be an added sin, for the per
son would be engaging in an unauthorized act! 

There is nothing in the record that indicates that 
God was displeased with the prayers of Cornelius 
and Saul of Tarsus, though it is evident to a student 
of the Bible that he did not grant them salvation as a 
result of those prayers. But in affirming that salva
tion is not offered as a result of prayer, we do not 
need to affirm that there is no value in a sinner pray
ing. The very act of prayer may help the sinner get in 
a receptive attitude, even if God did not promise to 
grant his petition. There are subjective values as well 
as objective values in prayer. 

This involves a principle that is broader than the 
subject of prayer. The principle is: Whenever a per
son, no matter what his attitude or belief, appropri
ates and uses a law of God, that law will operate for 
him. An atheist who obeys God's law of friendship 
suggested in Proverbs 18:24, ''A man that hath 
friends must show himself friendly," will make 
friends. If he obeys God's natural laws- such as the 
laws of agriculture - he will be able to raise corn. If 
he obeys God's laws of aerodynamics, he will be able 
to fly much better than the Christian who disregards 
them. This principle is true with any and all of God's 
laws, in whatever realm we may choose- mental, 
physical, moral, psychological, financial or spiritual. 
Remember that all the "laws" by which the universe, 
including mankind, operates properly are God's 
laws! 

My point is that whenever a person earnestly de
sires and prays for something, there are some strong 
subjective laws operating. The Olympic players use 
this law in doing what they call psyching themselves 

up. So-called "faith healers" are using this law with 
many who find themselves "healed" of their psycho
somatic disorders when they get prayed for and 
hands laid on them. Almost any medical doctor will 
tell you that there is a close and important relation
ship between mental attitude (and this includes a de
sire to be healed) and healing. The Hindu "fakir" is 
not necessarily a "faker" when he can sit on spikes or 
walk on hot coals without apparent harm. He may 
be using some of God's laws, even if he does not be
lieve in God! 

We can admit all sorts of subjective values of 
prayer, which involve earnest desire, strong mental 
attitudes, and elements of self-hypnosis without de
nying anything the Bible says about prayer. Nor do 
we need to affirm values in prayer that the Bible does 
not teach. 

One of the marvelous things about it is that; as 
Christians, we can have all the subjective·values .that 
are available to anyone who will obey God's psycho
logical, mental and emotional "laws," but we can 
also have the objective value of having God actually 
intervene in our behalf! Tennyson was right when he 
said, "More things are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of." James of course was more specific 
when he said, "The effectual fervent prayer of a righ
teous man availeth much" Games 5: 11). 

But the thing I want to emphasize in this article is 
that even the fervent prayer of an unrighteous man 
might avail a little if/as/when (1) It helps get a person 
in a frame of mind in which he will more readily re
spond to God's will when he finds it and/or (2) It in
volves his appropriation of one of God's physical, 
mental or psychophysiological laws. 

Just because we do not believe in "fake healers" 
and false claims of various religious groups does not 
mean we need to deny the great powers of God's 
gifts of mental and emotional qualities, which he 
gave to those, made in his image. God grants many 
blessings even to atheists. 
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Jesus 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D 

F or your meditation I submit the following 
verses from the HFV, 4th ed. 
"Some of the Greeks who had come to wor

ship at the feast went to Philip (of Bethsaida in Gali
lee), asking, 'Sir, we want to see Jesus.' 

"No other name under heaven is given among 
men by which we must be saved. 

"I determined to know nothing among you ex
cept Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

"May I never boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been cru
cified to me, and I to the world. 

"Have this mind in you, which also was in Christ 
Jesus. Though he was in the form of God, he did not 
consider being equal to God something to be held on 
to, but he emptied himself. He took the form of a 
slave, being made in the likeness of men, and, having 
been found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient to death, even the 
death of the cross. 
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"Therefore, God exalted him to the loftiest 
height. He gave him a name above every name, so 
that every knee in heaven, on the earth, and under 
the earth, should bend at Jesus' name, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the praise of God the Father. 

"My heart overflows with a pleasant subject: I 
speak of the things .. . touching the king; my tongue 
is the pen of a skillful writer. 

"Give ear, you heavens, and I will speak; and let 
the earth hear the words of my mouth. My doctrine 
will drop as the rain, my speech will distil as the dew, 
as the small rain upon the tender grass, and as the 
showers upon the plants. 

"The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until the Peacemaker 
comes, and him the peoples will obey. 

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 
behold, the virgin will conceive, and bear a son, and 
they will call his name Immanuel. 

'~nd ... Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Fa
ther of Eternity, Prince of Peace. There will be no 
end to the increase of his government or of peace, on 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to estab
lish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
from then on and forever more. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will accomplish this. 

"Who has believed our report? And to whom has 
the arm of the Lord been revealed? For he will grow 
up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of 
a dry ground; he has no form or comeliness; and 
when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. 

"He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and like one 
from whom men hide their faces. He was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 

"Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we considered him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. 

"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastening for our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. 



'~ll we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. 

"He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; he was brought as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he opened not his mouth. 

"He was taken from prison and from judgment, 
and who will declare his generation? For he was cut 
off out of the land of the living; for the transgression 
of my people was he stricken. 

'~nd he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death. He had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

"Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he put 
him to grief. Though the Lord makes his life a guilt 
offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his 
days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his 
hand. 

"He will see the travail of his soul, and will be 
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will 
justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

"Therefore I will divide him a portion with the 
great, and he will divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he has poured out his life to death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. He bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

"To you who reverence my name the Sun of righ
teousness will arise with healing in his wings. 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were created by him, 
and without him nothing was created. Life was in 
him, and the Life was the Light of men. The Light 
shines in the d~rkness, and the darkness has not put 
it out. 

"Jesus Christ was born in this manner: Mary his 
mother was engaged to Joseph, but before they mar
ried, she was found to be with child by the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph, her fiancee (being honorable, and not 
wanting to disgrace her), decided to break the en
gagement quietly. However, while he was thinking 
about the problem, the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to marry Mary, your fiancee, because her 
conception is by the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you will call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.' 

"In those days Caesar Augustus ordered that a 
census be taken of the inhabited earth. This was first 
done when Quirinius was the governor of Syria. All 

were enrolled, each in his own city. Joseph went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, 
to the city of David which is called Bethlehem (be
cause he was of David's family) to be enrolled with 
Mary his wife, who was expecting. 

"While they were there, the time came for her to 
give birth, and she delivered her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him in swaddling-cloths, and laid him in a 
feeding trough, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 

"In that region shepherds were staying out in the 
fields, keeping watch at night over their flocks. The 
Lord's angel appeared to them, and the Lord's glory 
shone around them, and they were much afraid. The 
angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news with great joy to all people. Today in 
David's city a Savior is born, Christ the Lord. This 
will be a sign to you: you will find the baby wrapped 
in swaddling-cloths, and lying in a feeding trough.' 
Suddenly, with the angel, a multitude from heaven 
was praising God, 'Glory to God in the highest, and 
on the earth peace among men of good will.' 

"When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, wise men came from the 
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east to Jerusalem, asking, 'Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? We have seen his star in the 
east, and have come to worship him.' King Herod 
heard this, and was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. He gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, and was asking them where the Christ 
was to be born. They replied, 'In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so the prophet has written, "You, Bethle
hem-Judah, are by no means the least among the rul
ers of Judea, for from you a ruler will come who will 
be a shepherd for my people Israel.' 

"Herod then secretly sent for the wise men, and, 
having learned precisely what time the star appeared, 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 'Go and search dili
gently for the child, and when you find him, let me 
know, that I also may go and worship him.' 

"Those who had heard the king departed, and 
the star which they had seen in the east went before 
them until it stood over the place where the child 
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed, 
and entered the house, and saw the child with Mary 
his mother. They fell down, and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their packages and presented gifts 
to him, gold and frankincense and myrrh. They re
ceived a divine message in a dream not to return to 
Herod, and departed to their own country by an
other road. 

'~er they had gone, the Lord's angel appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, 'Arise, take the child 
and his mother and go to Egypt.' He took the child 
and his mother and by night went to Egypt. They 
stayed there until Herod died. In this way that which 
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet 
was fulfilled, 'Out of Egypt I called my son.' 

"The child grew and became strong, being filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
Each year his parents went to the Passover feast at 
Jerusalem. When he was twelve years old, they went 
up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. Mter 
the days were completed and they returned, the child 
Jesus stayed in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
know. They thought he was in the caravan, and went 
a day's journey~ Mter a search for him among their 
relatives and acquaintances, not finding him, they re
turned to Jerusalem, continuing to look for him. 

"Three days later they found him in the temple 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and ask
ing questions. All who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and answers. 

"They saw him and were astonished. His mother 
said to him, 'Son, why did you do this to us? Your fa-
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ther and I have sought you sorrowly.' He answered, 
'Why were you looking for me? Did you not know I 
must be about my Father's business?' They did not 
understand the saying which he spoke to them. He 
went down with them to Nazareth and was obedient 
to them, and his mother kept all of these events in 
her heart. Jesus grew in wisdom and height and in 
favor with God and men. 

"In those days John the immerser came preach
ing in the Judean wilderness, saying, 'Change your 
hearts, for heaven's kingdom has drawn near.' John 
was the one spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, "The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the 
Lord's way! Make his paths straight!' 

"John was wearing a leather belt and a garment 
of camel's hair. His food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the area around 
the Jordan were going out to him, and were being 
immersed by him in the Jordan River, confessing 
their sins. 

"Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan to 
John to be immersed by him. But John tried to pre
vent him, saying, 'I need for you to immerse me, and 
do you come to me?' Jesus replied, 'Permit it now, 
for it is proper in our fulfilling all righteousness.' 
Then John consented. 

"Mter the immersion, Jesus immediately came up 
from the water, and look! The heavens were opened 
to him, and he saw God's Spirit like a dove coming 
down on him, and a voice out of heaven was saying, 
'This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.' 

"Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilder
ness to be tempted by the deviL After he had fasted 40 
days and nights he was famished. The tempter came 
and challenged him, 'If you are God's Son, command 
these rocks to become bread.' Jesus' reply was, 'It is 
written, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that comes from God's mouth.' 

"The devil then took him into the holy city, and 
placed him on the summit of the temple, and said, 'If 
you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it 
is written, "He will command his angels in your be
half," and they will catch you in their hands and you 
will not strike your foot against a stone.' 

"Jesus answered, 'Again it is written, You shall 
not test the Lord your God.' 

"Further, the devil took him to the top of a very 
high mountain and showed him all the world's king
doms and their glory, and said, 'I will give you all 
these things if you will fall down and worship me.' 



Jesus answered, 'Go away, Satan, for it is written, 
'You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only 
shall you serve.' Then the devil went away, while an
gels came and were serving Jesus. 

"Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the gospel of the king
dom, and healing every disease and infirmity among 
the people. 

"Jesus noticed the crowds, and went up into a 
mountain. He sat down, and his disciples came to 
him, and he began to teach: 'Blessed are they who 
are poor in spirit, for heaven's kingdom is theirs. 
Blessed are the ones who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the gentle, for they shall in
herit the earth. Blessed are the ones who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
God's children. Blessed are those who are persecuted 
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for being righteous, for heaven's kingdom is theirs. 
Blessed are you when they insult and persecute you, 
and lie, and say every evil thing against you because 
of me. Be full of joy and celebrate, because your re
ward in heaven is great. In this way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.' 

''All the tax collectors and sinners came near to 
hear him. However, the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained, saying, 'This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.' He replied to them with this parable, 
saying, 'Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine 
in the wilderness and go after the lost one until he 
finds it? When he has found it, he lays it upon his 
shoulder, and rejoices. When he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbors, exclaiming, 'Re
joice with me, because I have found my sheep which 
was lost!' I assure you that, in the same way, there will 
be joy in heaven over one sinner who changes his 
heart, more than over ninety-nine righteous people 
who do not need to change their hearts.' 

"Jesus went into the regions of Caesarea Philippi, 
and asked his disciples, 'Who do men say that I am?' 
They replied, 'Some say that you are, indeed, John 
the immerser; and others, Elijah; yet others, Jer
emiah; or one of the prophets.' He asked them, 'But 
who do you say that I am?' Sin1on Peter answered, 
'You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.' 

"Jesus replied, 'Blessed are you, Simon, son of 
Jonah. Flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, 
but my heavenly Father. And I say to you, that you 
are Peter [Petros, a small rock], but upon this foun
dation-rock [petra] I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give 
you the keys of heaven's kingdom. What you bind on 
the earth will have been bound in heaven, and what 
you release on the earth will have been released in 
heaven.' Then he gave orders that ·the disciples 
should tell no one that he was the Christ. 

"From that rime Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day to be raised. But Peter took 
him aside, and began to rebuke him, saying, 'May God 
in his mercy spare you this, Lord! Never, never will 
this happen to you.' However, Jesus turned and said 
to Peter, 'Get behind me, Satan! You are a cause of 
stumbling to me, because you are not thinking about 
the things of God, but the things of men.' 

"Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'If any one 
wishes to come after me, let him deny himself, and 
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take up his cross, and follow me. Whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it. What will a man be profited if 
he gains the whole world and loses his soul? Or what 
will a man give in exchange for his soul? The Son of 
man is going to come in his Father's glory with his 
angels, and then he will give to each one according 
to his work. Indeed, I assure you, some standing here 
will not taste of death until they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom.' 

"The disciples did as Jesus had instructed and 
prepared the Passover .... During the meal Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks, and handed it to the disciples, 
and said, 'Take, eat. This is by body.' Then he took a 
cup, gave thanks, passed it to them, and said, 'All of 
you drink of it, for this is my blood of the new cov
enant, which is poured out for many to obtain the 
forgiveness of sins. I assure you, I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.' They 
sang a hymn and went out to the mount of Olives. 

"The governor's soldiers took Jesus into their 
headquarters, and gathered around him the whole 
regiment. They removed his clothes and put on him 
a soldier's scarlet coat. They wove a crown of 
thorns, placed it on his head, and put a reed in his 
right hand. Then they bowed before him, and 
mocked him, saying, 'Hail, King of the Jews!' They 
spit on him. They took the reed and struck him on 
the head. Then they removed the coat, replaced his 
clothes, and led him away to be crucified. 

"Passersby shouted insults, wagging their heads, 
saying, 'You, the one who destroys the temple and 
rebuilds it in three days, save yourself! If you are 
God's Son, come down from the cross.' 

"In the same way the thieves were heaping in
sults on him. From noon until three o'clock all the 
land was dark. About three o'clock Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, Eli, Eli, Lema sabachthani (that is, 
'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?' 

"Jesus, crying again with a loud voice, yielded his 
spirit. The veil in the temple was torn in two parts 
from the top to the bottom, the earth shook, rocks 
were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of 
many of the saints who had died were raised. 

"The centurion and those with him watching 
Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things 
that were happening, were greatly frightened, and 
said, 'Indeed, this man was a son of a god.' Many 
women, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, who 
had served him, were there watching from afar. 
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Among these were Mary of Magdala and Mary, the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of 
Zebedee's sons. At evening a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, a disciple of Jesus, went 
to Pilate and asked for Jesus' body. Pilate com
manded that it be given him. He took the body and 
wrapped it in a pure linen cloth. He placed it in his 
new tomb (which had been cut in rock), and rolled a 
large stone to the door, and departed. Mary of 
Magdala and the other Mary were sitting over 
against the tomb. 

''Mter the sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the 
week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary came to 
the tomb. There was a great earthquake, and the an
gel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled 
away the stone, and sat on it. His appearance was 
like lightning and his clothing as white as snow. The 
guards trembled with fear and were like dead men. 
The angel spoke to the women, 'Do not be afraid. I 
know you are seeking Jesus who was crucified. He is 
not here! He has been raised, even as he said. Come, 
see the place where he was lying. Go quickly and tell 
his disciples that he has been raised from the dead. 
He will go before you into Galilee, and you will see 
him there. This is my message to you.' 

"Later he appeared to the eleven and rebuked 
them for their unbelief and stubbornness of heart, 
because they did not believe the ones who had seen 
him after he had arisen. He said to them, 'Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He who believes and is immersed shall be saved, but 
he who does not believe shall be condemned.' 

"The eleven disciples went into Galilee to a 
mountain, as Jesus had instructed. When they saw 
him, they worshiped him, but some doubted. Jesus 
came to them, and said, 'All authority in heaven and 
on the earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all nations, immersing them into 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you, and remember I will be with 
you always, even to the end of the world.' 

''Mter the Lord had spoken, he was received into 
heaven, and sat at God's right hand. They went out 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the message by the signs that 
were following." 
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On the Laws of Interpretation 
By A. Campbell (deceased) 

A more essential service, in our judgment, no 
man can render the present generation, than 
to call the attention of the readers of the Sa

cred Scriptures to the standard rules of interpreta
tion. We are daily more deeply convinced that the 
confuston, ignorance, enthusiasm, and superstition 
of this generation are attributable more to false prin
ciples, or, perhaps, to the lack of all principles of in
terpretation, than to all other causes combined. It is 
the teachers that cause the people to err more in this 
respect than in any other. One says the Bible means 
what it says; another says it means not what it says. 
One denounces the literal, another the spiritual 
meaning of the book. One is all for the spirit, an
other all for the letter; and some are always in quest 
of the recondite and hidden meaning. Thus the 
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people know not by what star to steer their course, 
and are in worse circumstances than if they acknowl
edged no other guide, overseer, or ruler, than plain, 
honest common sense. 

Commentators are as much to blame for this con
fusion as the sermonizers. All, with a very few excep
tions, have a system of religion already perfected be
fore they undertake the interpretation of the book, 
and that decides more than all the rules of interpreta
tion the true meaning of the words of the book. 

Demosthenes , Cicero Tacitus, Homer, Horace, 
Virgil, can be translated, 'commented on, and with 
the exception of some allusions to ancient places, 
persons, and customs, universally understood by all 
readers, and with the most exact concurrence in al
most every sentence. How comes this to pass? Were 
they more familiar, plain, and intelligible writers 
than the Evangelists and Apostles of Jesus Christ? 
Are the flights of Homer, the fancies of Hesiod, the 
odes or satires of Horace, the Georgics of Virgil, the 
orations of Demosthenes or Cicero, less figurative, 
more perspicuous than the pleadings and preaching 
of Jesus, of Paul, of Peter, or of John? All 
Christendom will respond, No. Have not these writ
ings of the Greeks and Romans passed through as 
many hands, come down through as many genera
tions as the writings of the One Volume? Most of 
them are of higher antiquity than the New Testa
ment, and most of them have been translated into 
many languages, and read by an equal proportion of 
educated readers in all generations, with the excep
tion of the present and one or two centuries back. 
Why is it, then, that a concurrence so general, an 
agreement so universal obtains in regard to the 
meaning of these poets, philosophers, orators, and 
historians, and so great a discrepancy, so general a 
disagreement as to the meaning of these sacred writ
ings? The secret is this: All writers, commentators, 
and critics upon the classic authors of Greece and 
Rome are governed by the same rules of interpreta
tion; and expect to find the sense by the aid of dic
tionaries, grammars, geographies, and histories per
taining to the countries, times, and languages in 
which these books were first written. And when 
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translated, the reader of the translation, except 
through the use of the dictionary and grammar, or if 
he understand not the system called grammar, the 
current usage of the words which has obtained in his 
mother tongue, expects not to understand them; and 
by these alone he hopes to come at the meaning. In 
this course, too, all who make a rational effort arrive 
at the full assurance of understanding. 

Not so the readers of the sacred writings. Gram
mars, dictionaries, geographies, and contemporary 
historians are regarded as carnal weapons, and the 
meaning of the words as mere letter- of no account 
in arriving at the true meaning. A person will be ridi
culed by a Quaker, mocked by a Swedenborgian, and 
denounced by some Calvinists for presuming to un
derstand the "true doctrine" of the Bible by the aid 
of such means and rules as enable him to understand 
any other book. The very reason which he employs, 
and to which God speaks, is called natural or carnal 
reason; and the person who presumes by such means 
to understand these writings is a mere natural man, 
without the Spirit, and without religion. Some per
son must bear these reproaches, or the world will 
continue to grope on in the dark three hundred years 
behind itself in every thing else, and I know not why 
we should not bear a part of this reproach. 

We do not, in saying this, make light of the Spirit 
of God. And, indeed, we discover that the more in
telligent of all societies abandon their own system of 
spiritual aids when they come to defend the common 
or any other version of the Bible. They draw their 
first argument from the number, erudition, and tal
ents of the translators. I have not met any person so 
visionary as to pretend to think that the Spirit of 
God ever aided a translator in finding the meaning of 
a word in the dictionary, in determining the proper 
application of a rule of grammar, or in revealing the 
import of any allusion to any geographical, histori
cal, or political facts or things. None pretend that his 
translation was perfected by the assistance of the 
Holy Spirit. Now if the Holy Spirit aided not the 
translator, he surely aided not the commentator nor 
the sermonizer in finding out the meaning of what is 
written; for surely all will agree that the work of a 
translator is incomparably more important, more 
useful to mankind, than the work of either the com
mentator or the sermon-maker. All depends upon 
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the translation, and nothing but the ordinary rules of 
interpretation which are applied to Zenophon, 
Demosthenes, or Plutarch, can open a single period 
of the New Testament to any nation or people. Here 
we stand upon a fact universally admitted; but, alas! 
how soon lost sight of in the polemic theology of the 
day; and what is still worse, in the practical reading 
and examination of God's book. 

Any visionary, dreamer, or enthusiast may ex
claim, "You heretic! I am sound in the faith. I have 
got the spiritual meaning." But, pray, from what 
copy the original or the translation? From the trans
lation. Then your guide is better acquainted with En
glish than with Greek, and chose to reveal to you 
English words rather than Greek words! But here we 
shall not contend with the mystics nor the 
spiritualizers. We all agree in one great fact, and that 
proves all I ask, and disproves every false system of 
interpretation; and that great fact is, That all transla
tors, in transferring the Revelation from one lan
guage to another, depend upon, and are governed by 
the dictionaries, grammars, histories, etc. of the lan
guage from which, and of the language into which 
the translation is made. And by these alone can the 
ideas be communicated. 

I hail one of the signs of the times with more 
than ordinary welcome, because it is one that augurs 
much good to the coming generation. The most dis
tinguished men for talents, erudition, and veneration 
for the Holy Oracles, in all denominations, are 
awaking to the importance of fixing and working by 
the established rules of interpretation. It is becoming 
a favorite saying with even some of the most learned 
Rabbis of this and other lands, that "true orthodoxy 
is the right interpretation of the words of the New 
Testament;" or, as expressed by others, "the doctrine 
of Christ is the meaning of the words of the Savior 
and the Apostles." I feel myself authorized to mar
shal Michaelis of Gottingen, Horne of Cambridge, 
and Stuart of Andover, on this side of the question. 
But I only name these for their high standing and no
toriety. I might add a hundred names of high re
nown; but the writings of these three will do more to 
direct the generation to come, than perhaps any 
other three men in Europe or America. Their reputa
tion for orthodoxy, their literary eminence, their 
connection with the most flourishing theological in
stitutions, and the force, vivacity, and elegance of 
their various writings, omen well on this subject. 

I am not to be understood as alleging that the 
rules of interpretation, or of translation, applied to 



authors of the same antiquity, did not regard words 
as having not on ly different meanings, but different 
sorts of meanings, such as the literal, figurative, 
typical, parabolic. All these varieties of meaning are 
found in the scriptures, and in many other works, 
ancient and modern . We p lead for no special rules 
for the Bible. We take a ll the ru les necessary for 
translating or expounding any ancient human com
position. 

Nor would I be understood as intimating that 
the doctrine of the New Testament, w hich is the 
proper meaning o f its words, w hether regarded as 
literal, a llegorical, typical, or parabolic, does not ex
ert a moral or spiritual influence upon the mind 
which understands and bel ieves it. Nor that Chris-

Come study with us ... 

tians do not receive and enjoy the Holy Spirit prom
ised in the New Institution; that the Heavenly Fa
ther will give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him. 
This is all true in its place ; but thi s is a different sub
ject, and here we should not have mentioned it but 
because of the fastidious jea lousy of some, and the 
avowed hostility of others, to any thing and every 
thing we may say on this subject. 

Before introducing these rules, it will be neces
sary to premise still farther on the various senses of 
words. To do this wi th the utmost effect, we sha ll 
examine and apply a favorite say ing among the re
formers - "The Bible means w hat it says." This 
ought to be true of every o ther book in the world. If 
any book says what it does not mean, who shall find 
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out what it does mean? Not by its words. By what 
then? by some interpreter? But what does he inter
pret? The words, we suppose. If the words are ex
plained by the Dictionaries and Grammars of the 
language, they mean what they say; if not, then it is 
not human language at all. And so the maxim applies 
equally to all books; for a book that means not what 
it says, means nothing at all. 

But some carry this maxim so far as to say, that 
there is but one meaning in every passage, and that is 
the literal. Now while we agree that there is but one 
meaning in every passage, we are not prepared to say 
that that meaning is always the literal. Take a few ex
amples Zechariah vii. 12, "Yea, they made their 

!Treetf-:Harieman Lectures . 

Church Growth·
a Blueprint 
for Stronger Churches 
Two great efforts are made. First, it is desired that moti
vation be increased in all areas of church growth. The 
great promises and blessings of the gospel and the con
sequent sense of privilege and responsibility impel us to 
greater effort. Second, much attention is given to ways 
and means of church growth. Such notable men as 
Batsell B. Baxter, Robert R. Taylor Jr., Billy Smith, J. Noel 
Merideth, Joe Gilmore, Dowell Flatt, Don Flatt, and 
Willard Collins contributed to this book.1981 429 pgs. 

Some of the topics in the book are: 
The Growth of the Church Through Benevolence 
Developing Leadership 
Old Testament Examples of Leadership: Abraham 
Christian Homes Contribute to Church Growth 
Radical Feminism 
The Great Need of the Hour 
The Powerful Influence of a Woman in Church Growth 
Church Growth Among Minorities 
The Church's Mission Is Growth 
Giving as a Gauge of Church Growth 
Church Growth Through Doctrinal Preaching 
Let Us Go Up at Once and Overcome (Numbers 13:30) 
Individual Growth Builds Stronger Churches 
Preparation of Preachers Helps Growth 
Preaching from the Prophets to Promote Church Growth 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $3.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now! 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

20 August 2001 
Firm Foundation 

hearts an adamant stone, lest they should hear the 
law?"' Luke xiii. 32, "Go and tell that fox Herod." 
John 1:29, "Behold the Lamb of God that takes away 
the sin of the world." None will say that the literal is 
the true meaning of these phrases. The hearts of the 
Jews were not adamant stone; Herod was not a fox, 
nor Jesus a lamb. Many such expressions occur in 
both Testaments. In these the figurative sense is the 
true mea.ning. Yet still it must be remarked that the 
literal import of adamant stone, fox, .and Lamb, is 
virtually the import when used figuratively. It is 
transferred from a physical to a moral quality. A 
"heart of stone" denotes a hard heart; but hard is it
self a metaphor equivalent to obdurate, unfeeling; a 
"heart of flesh signifies a tender heart. A "heart of 
adamant stone" means a very hard heart. Herod was 
very cunning, and Jesus was the innocent and harm
less person represented by the atoning lamb of the 
Jewish Institution. 

In the scriptures there are parables, allegories, 
and types. Hence we have the parabolic, allegoric, 
and typical sense. This has been called the mystic, 
and sometimes the spiritual sense. Mystic comes 
from a Greek word, muo, to shut up, or hide. In alle
gories and parables the sense is hidden; the mystic 
import is the sense concealed in the allegory, type or 
parable. Spiritual has frequently been used, of an
cient times, to denote this sense. Babylon is spiritu
ally called Sodom, and Egypt. But a species of ser
monizers, of the school of Origen, or rather of 
Ammonius Saccas, found out that every word in the 
book had a spiritual sense, and this caused the term 
spiritual to be taken in malem partern, and to be dis
carded even where it might have been tolerable. 

When carried so far as to make Joshua the son of 
Nun denote spiritually Jesus the son of man, and 
"seven women taking hold of one man" seven con
verts coming to Christ, it was full time to lay it aside! 

John Cocceius, of Leyden, about two hundred 
years ago, perfected this system. His fundamental 
rule of interpretation was this: "The words and 
phrases of scripture, are to be understood in every 
sense of which they are susceptible;" or, "that they 
signify every thing which in effect they can signify." 
He is the parent of a numerous progeny of 
spiritualizers. 

We object not to the allegoric, parabolic, and 
typical sense; or, to express it in one word, the figu
rative sense. But we do not expect to find any other 
than the literal sense except where figures are used. 
We shall conclude this introductory essay with a sen-



tence or two from Horne,s Introduction, vol. 2, p. 
49x, and from Mosheim: 

Although in every language there are very many 
words which admit of several meanings, yet in 
common parlance there is only one true sense 
attached to any word, which sense is indicated 
by the connection and series of the discourse, by 
its subject matter, by the design of the speaker, 
or by some other adjuncts, unless an ambiguity 
be purposely intended. 

We could wish that the Quakers, Regular Bap
tists, and the Wesleyan Methodists, would read 
twice, if not three times, the following extract from 
Mosheim, History of the Reformation, vol. 4, p, 98. 
Speaking of the change introduced by Luther and his 
coadjutors, he says: 

All these expositors and commentators aban
doned the method of the ancient interpreters, 
(not fully, I say) 'who, neglecting the plain and 

evident purport of the words of scripture, were 
perpetually torturing their imaginations in order 
to find out a mysterious sense in each word or 
sentence, or ever hunting after insipid allusions 
and chimerical applications of scriptural pas
sages, to objects which never entered into the 
views of the inspired writers. On the contrary, 
their principal zeal and industry were employed 
in investigating the natural force and significa
tion of each expression,' (I wish they had been 
more successful) in consequence of that golden 
rule of interpretation inculcated by Luther, 
'That there is no more than one sense annexed 
to the words of scripture, throughout all the 
books of the Old and New Testaments.' 

The Westminster Divines sanctioned this, and 
therefore decided; "that the sense of scripture is not 
manifold, but one." 

Millennia/ Harbinger 
1831, pp 483-492 
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A Soldier Died Today 
By Randy Reagan 

On Monday, May 21, 2001 at 5:35 a.m., a 
soldier died. Throughout history, many sol
diers have died. This, however, was a very 

special soldier. This soldier engaged himself in a very 
unique war. He did "not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" 
(Eph. 6: 12). 

This soldier did not use "traditional" battle gear. 
His waist was "girded with truth," he wore a "breast
plate of righteousness" (Eph. 6:14). His feet were 
shod "with the preparation of the gospel of peace" 
(Eph. 6: 15). Above all, he fought the evil one with 
the "shield of faith" (Eph. 6: 16). He readily wore the 
"helmet of salvation" and was quick to use the 
"sword of the spirit" the "word of God" to any and 
all who would listen. He was in constant prayer for 
saints everywhere, those who boldly proclaimed the 
gospel, and for the lost of the world (Eph. 6: 17 -19). 

This soldier did not appear to be mighty. He was 
small in stature but mighty in spirit. He suffered ill 
health all his life. He had his first surgery at 1 day 
old. He battled cystic fibrosis all his life. He under-

went a double lung transplant. He was diabetic. Al
though he did not appear great in strength, he was as 
strong as any soldier ever. He was strong because he 
found his strength in the Lord (Phil. 4:13). 

All this soldier ever wanted to do was be a gospel 
preacher. He attended and graduated from the 
Southwest School of Bible Studies. He worked and 
studied hard and became a fine gospel preacher. M
ter graduation, he could not physically hold down a 
full-time preaching job. He worried that he was not 
doing enough for the Lord. He did more with the 
time and ability that God gave him than many who 
have lived a long lifetime. 

This gallant warrior has now gone home. He was 
just 21 years old. He now rests from his labors and 
his works will assuredly follow after him (Rev. 
14:13). He will be remembered fondly by many. He 
was a friend to young and old alike. He was con
cerned for the souls of all. It was an honor and privi
lege to serve with such a soldier. His name was Jeff 
Bradford. He was a soldier in the Lord's army. 
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(Few would be so demented as to follow the hideous example of the Texas mother who drowned her five 
children in the family bathtub~ or the early Israelites who made their children to walk in the fires of Baal, but 
even the devout might make the mistake of damning their sons and daughters by neglect. The following article 
by a preacher's wife should give us pause.) 

What About Our Children? 
By Priscilla D. Farris 

Today's world has influencing power. We must 
be on guard not to fall to into what the Bible 
calls worldliness and materialism. 

And do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind that 
you may prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God (Rom. 12:2). 

An increasing majority of people go to work each 
day leaving their children for somecne else to raise. 
They smirk and say, "It takes a village," and do not 
seem to realize that what it really takes is a father 
and a mother and a family. 

Moreover for what?- finer cars, bigger houses, 
newer furniture? It may require more income to live 
than some years ago, but one important question re
mains: '~re we giving as much time to our families 
and God as we do the pursuit of possessions?" 

Where will our families be when we stand before 
God on the Day of Judgment?" 

Some things are more important than temporal 
life (1 John 2:17). 

Does it surprise us when our young people quit 
the church to go shopping, or to the football game, 
or to lie abed? 
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We should notice our parental example - our 
children are among the most precious of God's gifts. 

We ought to realize the need to correct, provide 
for, love, and guide our offspring. 

The best way to teach is through example. Our 
children are watching. If mothers and fathers put the 
world first, we should not be shocked when our chil
dren put God second. 

It is not uncommon for parents to be consistently 
late to Bible classes or assembly-worship with the ex
cuse that it is too hard to get the children dressed, 
fed and out of the house on time. 

More than likely the kids, when grown, will see 
nothing wrong in coming late, because they learned 
this when they were young. The youth of today are 
the church of tomorrow. 

If we do not take the time to mold, shape and train 
them now, what will the church be in the future? 

Let us make certain the church of tomorrow does 
not dwindle through our own lack of planning. 

What can parents do? 
First, to overcome perpetual tardiness to Bible 

classes and assembly, alter activities on the night be
fore. Since assembly-worship is important, begin pre
paring for the event in advance. Wake up an hour 
earlier on Sunday morning. 

Second, we should involve our children in any 
service projects possible. Many congregations meet 
with local nursing homes. Since our youth are "in 
training" to takeover the work of the church some
day, then we should start now by using our young 
men to volunteer in leading singing, prayer and ser
mons. The youth group can take time to serve in 
some capacity and this will teach them to respect the 
elderly and develop leadership qualities. 

Third, family time is important. Nothing is more 
precious than for a family to share together in study
ing God's word, prayer, and song. Families that do not 
have a set daily devotional time are only cheating 
themselves. In family devotionals, the children should 



make remarks, read the Bible, and lift up songs and 
prayers to God. This draws the family together. 

Fourth, some congregations allow young men to 
direct the worship services on occasion. This practice 
enables them to use and sharpen their natural talents 
for God. 

Fifth, it is not too early to begin training your 
children to properly use money. 

The young can learn to return a part of their al
lowance to God. God is the source of our physical 
blessings and children should understand the prin
ciple of stewardship. 

Sixth, use older children as helpers or co-teach
ers in Bible class. They will one day be the teachers. 
The Bible tells us that older women are to teach the 
younger women "[t]hat they admonish the young 
women to love their husbands, love their children" 
(Titus 2:4). 

If older woman love younger women and 
younger women love their children, then our chil
dren will grow to love and praise God. 

Seventh, at the appropriate age, take your chil
dren with you on a personal Bible study. Let them 
see the importance of evangelism - and that the gift 
of salvation is priceless. 

There are many opportunities to involve your 
children with you in giving God the glory. Let us be 
good examples and never discourage our children. 

If you are guilty of not putting God first in your 
life, then begin now. 

Remember the words of Solomon in Proverbs 
22:6, "Train up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 
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Taking Christianity Seriously 
By Jesse Fonville 

It seems to me that one of the greatest dangers in 
life is the habit of taking Christ lightly. And this 
appears to be one of the easiest and most com

mon sins that our brethren fall into. Christ does not 
allow us to take him and his church lightly. He insists 
that we not be "lukewarm," but either cold or hot
either get "in" his kingdom or get "out." 

Look at Christ's life and work on earth. At the 
age of 12, he said "I must be about my Father's busi
ness." He said that he "must work the works of him 
who sent him, while it is day" Uohn 9:4). He said, 
"My meat is to do the will of him who sent me, and 
to finish his work" Uohn 4:34). 

The Bible teaches us, beyond any doubt, that 
Christ's work on earth had an urgency about it, 
greater than anything else. He taught that finding 
and entering his kingdom was the most important 
work that a human could possibly do (Matt. 13:44-
45; 6:33). He condemned some of that generation 
for "playing at" religion, as children do (Luke 7:31-
32). He blasted religious leaders for "pretending" to 
be righteous, putting on an act, acting religious in or
der to be seen of men. Lukewarm Christians made 
him sick. 

God uses the words give diligence in regard to 
our salvation. It is serious business; it is costly; it is 
demanding; it is a matter of "life or death." 

He uses the words giving all diligence to show us 
how important it is for us to add to our faith the 
graces listed, and to "make your calling and election 
sure" (2 Pet. 1:5,10). He rewards those who dili
gently seek him. We are to "look diligently," lest we 
fail of the grace of God (He b. 11 :6; 12: 15). This 
tells us there is something urgent about our salva
tion! 

The word agony in the Garden does not describe 
someone sitting under a shade tree. "Sweat ... as it 
were great drops of blood," did not describe One 
who took your salvation lightly. The One who said, 
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
and then poured out his blood for you, knew that 
Satan is quite serious and deadly, lying in wait for 
your soul. Jesus knew that we are at war! And he 
calls upon all: "Let him take up his cross daily and 
follow me." 
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Stand Firm II 
By E. Claude Gardner, President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

A the time the previous article appeared (Firm 
Foundation, March 2001, p. 26) it was uncer
tain that "Celebration 2001" would be held. 

It has now been confirmed for July to be held in Dal
las according to the officials from Abilene Christian 
University. Even though the web site lists all Chris
tian colleges and universities as attendees it is defi
nite that four have made a decision against being a 
part of an effort calculated to promote latitud
ianarism in the brotherhood. 

From the website one concludes that the chief 
promulgators of "Celebration" are Dwayne D. Van 
Rheenen, Provost of Abilene Christian University 
and Jeanine Varner, Vice president of Academic Af
fairs, Oklahoma Christian University. Also, involved 
is the Christian Scholars Conference. This national 
conference [Celebration 2001] is a result of an ap
proval of a Lilly Foundation grant to Abilene Chris
tian University. Here is the description as set forth in 
the application: 

The purposes of the conference are to reflect on 
the rich, 150-year history of higher education 
on the Stone-Campbell /Restoration Tradition 
(especially in the Church of Christ) and to ana
lyze current approaches to faith-informed edu
cation and construct new models for doing 
Christian higher education that take into ac
count the religious heritage as well as the con
temporary culture and society in which Church 
of Christ-related colleges and universities func
tion. The conference is designed to bring to
gether faculties from 14 senior Church of 
Christ-related colleges. No such national con
versation has taken place among the faculties of 
these schools. Keynote speakers, workshop lead
ers, and other presenters will be selected from 
scholars of the 14 universities as well as from the 
LFP National Network of Church-related Col
leges and Universities. 

LFP stands for Lilly Fellow Program of which 
ACU and Pepperdine are members. The application 
lists the proposed speakers as follows: Nathan 
Hatch, George Marsden, Shirley Showalter, Nicho
las Wolsterorff, Harold Heie, Richard Hughes, Susan 
Gallagher, Mark Schwehn, Tom Olbricht, James 
Burtchaell, Richard Mouw, Doug Foster, Karen 
Longman, Michael Beaty, and others. Included in the 

24 ~i~~~ound;~~! 

list are those who are known to have written and 
promoted divisive positions. Several who are named 
appear to be from denominational church-related in
stitutions. 

The origin of the proposal came from Ben 
Hutchinson now at Oklahoma Christian University. 
While he and Dwayne D. Van Rheenen were officials 
in Pepperdine he shared the idea with Van Rheenen 
and Richard Hughes. This conference was first 
planned to be held at OCU but later moved to Dal
las. The rationale in part is that it "may lead to the 
articulation of a distinctive approach to Christian 
higher education that is grounded in the theology, 
ethos and beliefs of the Stone-Campbell religious tra
dition." 

Down the Primrose Path 
The effort to bring all Christian institutions into a 
conclave seems lofty, but it may be detrimental. For 
forty years this writer attended meetings of the 
Christian college presidents, chancellors, deans and 
others. Stress was given that each institution remain 
independent and that the schools should never be 
tied together in an organization. The reason to meet 
was to share ideas and deal with common problems. 
It was never to give a prescription on policy and plan 
of operation. 

"Celebration" can be seen as pushing a liberal 
agenda and a spirit of compromise with sectarianism. 
The institutions were founded for the definite pur
pose of blessing young people, the home, and the 
church. New Testament Christianity is a goal. The 
purpose of the founders should not be scuttled. 

At the last informal meeting on Sept. 16,1999 of 
the academic officials of the Christian colleges and 
universities held at Rochester College the Celebra
tion plans were announced. Richard T. Hughes pre
sented a paper called "Scholarship and Faith= Defin
ing a Christ-Centered Education." He argued for a 
"search for the truth" but is there a question that it is 
findable? If truth is not findable, then a continual 
search for truth is futility. Hughes stated: 

[f]or it is always tempting to elevate our percep
tion of our reference point to a position of infal
lible judgment. When this happens, we never re-



ally take diversity seriously, never really hear 
those other voices, never really engage other 
cultures, other perspectives, and other religious 
traditions. When this happens, critical thinking 
evaporates into absolutistic thinking, and the 
search for truth is dead." Hughes also made a 
"confession": " .. .1 confess as well that my reason 
is inevitably impaired and that my knowledge is 
always fragmentary and incomplete. Quite sim
ply, this position means that I could be wrong ... 
This confession empowers me to critically scru
tinize my own theories, my own judgments, and 
my own understandings. Once I make this con
fession it becomes very difficult to absolutize my 
judgments and interpretations or to elevate my 

opinions to the status of an orthodoxy to which 
everyone else must conform. No, once I make 
this confession, I must be open to other voices 
-voices from other cultures, other races, other 
ethnic traditions; voices from different places 
and different historical periods; yes, even voices 
from other religions. 

If this confession is correct as it relates to Bible 
doctrine, then God lacks the ability to reveal himself 
and that without ambiguity. Jesus said truth can be 
known Uohn 8 :32). 
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James O'Kelley: 
His Restoration Plea Went Awry 

By E. Claude Gardner, President Emeritus, Fread-Hardeman University 

James O'Kelley, eighteenth century preacher and 
veteran of the American Revolution, withdrew 
from the Methodist Conference in 1792. In 1794 

the Republican Methodists as they were known at that 
time, met at old Lebanon Church in Surry County, 
Virginia. They made a decision to wear the name 
Christian only, discard all human names, reject all 
human creeds and accept the Bible as final authority. 

When the Conference was assembled, Rice Hag
gard standing with a New Testament in his hand of
fered the following motion that was adopted: 
"Brethren, this is a sufficient rule of faith and prac
tice, and by it we are told that the disciples were 
called Christians, and I move that henceforth the fol
lowers of Christ be known as Christians." Following 
this a second motion was approved which was of
fered by a Mr. Hafferty to take the Bible alone as the 
only creed. But this restoration plea adopted at the 
old Lebanon Church went awry. In modern times the 
congregations no longer hold completely to their 
restoration plea. 

James O'Kelley may have been born in Ireland, 
but he settled in Virginia and North Carolina. He be
came a lay preacher for the Wesleyan Societies. In 
1784 he was ordained as a deacon and elder by Tho
mas Coke into the "Christian Conference of the 
Episcopal Church." He became an influential 

preacher of Methodism. For many years he had con
flicts with Bishop Francis Asbury, superintendent of 
the church. The Methodist bishop was a strong ad
vocate of the episcopacy form of church government 
whereas O'Kelley was a staunch advocate of congre
gational government. Asbury wanted the final au
thority to be in a Council rather than a Conference. 
Absolute and autocratic control would be vested in 
the Council. O'Kelley, who believed in democracy, 
opposed this high handed way of governing. Asbury, 
an autocrat, said "that he came to teach the people, 
and not to be taught by them." He also said that 
members of the church were to "pay, pray and obey." 
Asbury did not believe any congregation could con
struct its building without approval from the hierar
chy. O'Kelley was in disagreement with the policy of 
controlling the preachers. He believed that preachers 
should be permitted to administer communion, bap
tize, marry people, and bury the dead. Asbury did 
notbelieve the preachers he assigned could appeal to 
choose a different place to preach. 

From 1779 to 1792 the tension continued to 
build a major confrontation developed at the Con
ference on November 1, 1792 at Baltimore, Md. For 
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two years thereafter efforts were made toward rec
onciliation to no avail and then it was decided to es
pouse the restoration plea in 1794. 

From the writings of O'Kelley he was firm in the 
belief for Bible authority. Here are some of his state
ments showing what he preached. "I could call forth 
a cloud of witnesses from the Old and New Testa
ments to prove the authority, sufficiency of the Scrip
ture Hierarchy." "Christ is the only head of the 
Church, can be plainly proved by Scripture and rea
son." Let my offended brethren, the Methodists, lay 
aside their book of discipline, and abide by the gov
ernment laid down by the apostles - seeing those 
rules of faith and practice were given from above." 
O'Kelley believed he was saved by having an emo
tional experience. He reported: "My first mental 
alarm was not through the blessed means of preach
ing; but by the kind illuminations of the invisible 
Holy Spirit. I saw this Divine light that I was without 
God and destitute of any reasonable hope in my 
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present state. '1\.fter he prayed for salvation he said, 
"The things which followed, which were such things 
as belong to my peace, the inexpressible change, the 
instantaneous cure, I am incapable of speaking; but 
0, my soul was lodged in Immanuel's breast, the city 
of refuge, the ark of my rest." O'Kelley did not teach 
the Bible plan of salvation (Mark 16:16). He always 
believed in sprinkling for baptism. 

The first congregation, Lebanon Church, no 
longer exists. There are several congregations 
nearby and in the region of southeast Virginia and 
eastern North Carolina. They are know as Christian 
Church or Christian Church, United Church of 
Christ. They have no connection with the group 
known as Christian Church or Disciples of Christ. 
While in Suffolk, Va., I visited the Bethlehem Chris
tian Church and spoke briefly to the pastor. He was 
of the Southern Baptist background. Also, I talked 
by phone with Mr. Kimble, the pastor of the Cyprus 
Chapel Church near Suffolk, and it is one of the old
est of their congregations. He conceded that the 
church has a creed in the form of a Statement of Be
liefs. Under some circumstances a person could be 
sprinkled. It is definite that the successors of 
O'Kelley are not committed to a restoration of New 
Testament Christianity. 

The restoration plea to return to the Bible and to 
become what the first-century Christians did and be
came is scriptural, sensible and reasonable. This plea 
should be restated often. Restoration history should 
be presented today because many have never heard 
how glorious it was for our ancestors to come out of 
the maze and confusion of sectarianism. It would be a 
means of reiterating how one can return to the Bible, 
obey the gospel, and become a member of the Lord's 
church which is not a denomination. It is not neces
sary for 21st-century Christians to have ever heard of 
Alexander Campbell or Barton W. Stone, but it is good 
to know of their plea to restore New Testament Chris
tianity which we also strive to do today. 

Some are letting the restoration plea go awry 
even as did O'Kelley's group. It can happen to us. It 
is taking place by those who cast it off as "old fash
ioned" and "irrelevant" and the plea points back
ward but we must point to the future. Let us con
tinue to declare that it is our desire to "speak where 
the Bible speaks and to remain silent where it is si
lent." Let us "ask for the old paths" Oer. 6:16). 
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Potpourri ... 

H ere we go again! This space is dedicated to 
reporting the idiosyncrasies of modern 
America; especially as such quirks affect 

morals and spirituality. There is something about the 
news of the day that reminds us of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle's statement in A Case of Idenity: nThe husband 
was a teetotaller, there was no other woman, and the 
conduct complained of was that he had drifted into 
the habit of winding up every meal by taking out his 
false teeth and hurling them at his wife." 

Scouts And Gllfs(?) 

t9)Washington-America's liberals who never tire 
of lecturing the rest of us about "tolerance" and "di
versity" may soon learn they too are expected "not 
to discriminate." 

The Senate is soon to take up a House-passed 
measure that would bar federal funding to public 
schools that deny access to their facilities of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

The amendment by Rep. Van Hilleary (R.-Tenn.) 
was prompted by the actions of some overzealous 
school officials who are attempting to ban the scouts 
from meeting in their classrooms. 

It seems that, in their book, it is unfair "discrimi
nation" for the Scouts to conclude. that a homo
sexual scoutmaster is not exactly the best male role 
model for young boys. 

On the other hand, as pointed out by Sen. Jesse 
Helms (R.-N.C.), the sponsor of the amendment on 
the Senate side, the "very same meeting places at 
school remain open to over 800 Gay-Straight Stu
dent Alliance. 

HewAge? 
~lWASHINGTON- President Bush's team has 

dumped an $860,000 federal program that taught 
public-housing tenants to burn incense, carry lucky 
gemstones and wear feel-good colors like apricot to 
reduce stress. 

Launched under former Housing Secretary An
drew Cuomo, the New Age-style "Creative Well
ness" program, which was to be taught in public
housing centers in 26 cities, including New York, 
identifies people as one of 14 different "types," de-

pending on their "corresponding glandular points." 
A process of "applied kinesiology," in which the 

individual is poked in the glands, would let desig
nated "wellness trainers" identify whether a man is 
an '~polio" or a "Hermes" and whether a woman is 
an '~rtemis" or a "Minerva." 

Public-housing residents in pilot programs in 
Philadelphia and other cities were taught to sur
round themselves with certain colors and gemstones 
and burn appropriate aromas - all under a program 
entirely funded by taxpayers. 

More on Homos 
{9~CNSNews.com - A California school board 

has decided not to adopt recommendations that 
some say would give homosexual students special 
rights over other students. 
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work (GLSEN), a homosexual advocacy group, tried 
to use a new California law (AB537) to compel the 
San Ramon Unified School District to adopt new 
policies that would grant special "safety" protections 
to homosexual and transsexual students and teach
ers. 

The law, also known as the California Student 
Safety and Violence Prevention Act of 2000, changed 
California's Education Code by adding sexual orien
tation and gender to its nondiscrimination provi
sions. That means homosexual students who are ver
bally or physically harassed or abused may- as a fi
nal resort- turn to the California Department of 
Education for intervention. 

According to one homosexual advocacy group, 
the very existence of the law is the most important 
thing, because it's something homosexual students 
can use as a "tool" to "educate" people about toler
ance. 

Conservative groups say homosexuals are using 
the law as a way to force their agenda into schools 
under the guise of "policy recommendations." 

Still More on Perverts 
flWASHINGTON (UPI) - The military dis

charged nearly 200 more homosexual service mem
bers in the year 2000 than in 1999. 

The greatest jump was in the Army, which ex
pelled 573 soldiers in 2000, 302 more soldiers than 
it did the year before. 
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Homosexuals are officially not allowed to serve 
in the military, but under the "don't ask, don't tell" 
policy of 1993, if service members keep their 
sexual orientation private, the military cannot inves
tigate. 

Three-M 
t9l One year ago, the Million Mom March used 

free bus rides and free entertainment to lure tens of 
thousands of people to their anti-gun rally in Wash
ington, D.C. This Mother's Day saw a greatly scaled 
back effort, with small rallies held in several cities. 

The event staged by the MMM in Seattle on May 
12, 2001, provided an interesting insight into the 
character of the organization at the local level. An 
adult speaker who appeared to be associated with a 
teacher's union urged the audience to go into a 
school, grab a child, any child, and give them a big 
hug. He did not say how to avoid being arrested. 

Passion 
flHavana-born Hermenegildo Rojas, 100, ap

peared before a Miami judge Wednesday accused of 
dousing his 38-year-old girlfriend with gasoline in a 
fit of jealous rage. Rojas, born April 13, 1901, told 
the court he thought Janet Ali had been flirting with 
other men. 

Ghoulish 
~Body Worlds features plastinated human ca

davers in a traveling exhibition. The strange "statu
ary" is displayed in various states of array, stripped 
of skin and fat. Some of the cadavers are sliced thin 
while others, such as Woman in Eighth Month of 
Pregnancy, are opened up like animal carcasses in a 
slaughterhouse. 

One feature of the exhibit is a row of infant 
corpses. Individual organs such as hearts, lungs, 
genitals, kidneys and livers also are on view, as well 
as ultrathin slabs obtained by sawing through frozen 
corpses. 

Body Worlds is the work of Gunther von 
Hagens, professor of anatomy at the University of 
Heidelberg and director of its Institute of 
Plastination. Due to his credentials as inventor of the 
plastination process and as an expert in human 
anatomy, the exhibit is billed as scientific rather than 
sensationalist art. 

In promoting his show, von Hagens toured some 
of the cadavers (including the pregnant one) around 
Berlin in a bus. He also propped several of the 
corpses up in a local snack bar. 



What, exactly, is done to the bodies involved? 
Plastination, a vacuum technology that replaces body 
fluids and fats with "plastic" - actually silicone rub
ber, epoxy resin or polyester - is a tedious process 
that takes about one year per corpse. Bodies are fro
zen, thawed, dissected, drained of fluids and then 
pumped full of appropriately colored plastics. 

One of von Hagens' displays features tattooed 
skin bearing the Russian Orthodox cross and a mes
sage common among Soviet/Russian prisoners: "I 
won't forget you." 

Von Hagen says he encounters "poverty-stricken 
people who sell their body parts while they're still 
alive." Did these poor people die in such horrible cir
cumstances just to titillate so-called art lovers? 

Von Hagens, an agnostic, has said that religious 
critics are out of touch with the modern world. He 
also asserts that his specimens "volunteered" for dis
play. 

Morbid and Alarming 
\9} Phil Brennan writes for NewsMax.com (he was 

Washington columnist for National Review magazine 
in the 1960s). In a recent column Mr. Brennan made 
some potent points on how sin is punished. He con
cluded that we punish ourselves with the conse
quences of our sins, which, as you know, is also 
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stated in Galatians 6:7-8. Mr. Brennan made the fol
lowing comments: 

"[M]edical science admits, that human life begins 
at conception, He [God] allows us to suffer the con
sequences for having allowed some 40 million hu
man lives to be snuffed out by Planned Parenthood 
and other such mass murderers. 

"In this case, the consequence is the culture of 
death. [B]utchering babies in the sanctuary of their 
mother's wombs cheapens all human life. It's only a 
short step from there to euthanasia, and another 
short step toward kids mowing down kids in 
schoolyards. 

''Abortion has coarsened mankind and reduced it 
to beastliness 

"The United States today is under assault from a 
powerful campaign to legitimize if not glorify homo
sexuality. In schools across the nation, youngsters are 
being told that this unnatural vice is not only natural, 
but is also a desirable form of human sexuality. Law
makers in America's cities, states and the national 
legislature are pressured by this enormously well-fi
nanced campaign to enact laws that view homosexu
ality as an acceptable alternative to heterosexuality 
- that men engaging in promiscuous sodomy are the 
moral equals of men and women living monoga
mously in the marital state. 

"This campaign, waged by about a mere 1 per
cent of the population, is succeeding all across the 
land. With official concurrence, schoolchildren at 
the most impressionable ages are being left open to 
propaganda and recruitment into the ranks of homo
sexuality. Try it, they are advised by the homosexual 
recruiters, who know full well that they are foment
ing a habit their victims will be unable to shed. 

"Because they cannot propagate they must re
cruit, and the schools of America now offer fertile 
ground for recruitment. 

"One consequence has already stricken: AIDS. 
Millions of Africans are dying from this plague 
brought upon the world by homosexual behavior. In 
America, death from AIDS awaits tens of thousands 
of HIV victims now living on borrowed time. 

"It is the overwhelming guilt suffered by the ma
jority of homosexuals that compels them to seek as
surance from the normal world. That guilt brought 
on by the violation of natural law may be the worst 
consequence of all. History teaches us that every 
great empire, from Greece and Rome to 20th cen
tury Britain, has experienced rampant homosexual
ity within its population before it disintegrated. 
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Ora Pro Nobis 
~~lREPRINTED (NewsMax.com, May 26, 2001) 
The practice of Hitler, Stalin and every other ty

rant of encouraging children to "inform" on their 
parents is quietly slipping into the United States. 

H.R. 1, the education bill that recently passed 
the House, promotes a host of left-wing agenda 
items. 

What is equally disappointing to cultural conser
vatives is what the measure does NOT do. It does 
nothing to eradicate federally sponsored anti-Chris
tian bigotry. That program is left over from the Clin
ton administration. Conservatives are urging the 
Bush administration to move against it. 

Traditional Values Coalition (TVC) cites a Justice 
Department Web page featured in the Clinton years 
that admonished children to monitor their homes for 
"bigotry" and to report infractions to teachers and 
others. 

TVC says the program goes way beyond prevent
ing any crimes. By "labeling Christianity as the root 
of violence," warns the Washington-based values or
ganization, "the federal government has attacked the 
very foundation of decency ... " 

Programs funded by federal departments "em
brace and teach an anti-Christian message to 
society's most vulnerable - our children." 

"Hate prevention" training turns out to be little 
more than what Traditional Values calls "indoctrina
tion of a liberal, anti-Christian, pro-homosexual po
litical view." The goal is to teach children that all 
"lifestyles" are equally acceptable and that believing 
otherwise is "the root of hate." 
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Take It Oil - Take It All Oil 
~91Corrections officers strip-searched as many as 

five District middle school students at the D.C. Jail 
last week on a visit arranged by two teachers ·who 
wanted to show a group of misbehaving children 
what would happen if they got arrested, according to 
jail officials and one of the students (Washington Post 
staff writers, May 24, 2001). 

Hard to Get Rid Of 

{~iSacramento, Calif. Qune 3, 2001) -The Sacra
mento Bee printed an article about body markings. 
For educational purposes we reprint some of the 
comments. 

"It's OK," said Rachael Rivas, referring to the 
unmistakable message imprinted on her chest: 
"Property of Beto" next to a portrait of Beto in all 
his scruffy splendor. 

"It's really difficult," said Rivas, 25, "because 
now I'm married -and not to that guy." Rivas dated 
Be to when she was 17, but she married Edwin. And 
for Edwin, the sight of Beto on his wife's chest is un
derstandably a mood killer. 

More and more people are showing up at their 
doctor's office wanting to get rid of tattoos. 

Tattoo removal is part of a growth industry, a 
natural response to the recent boom in tattoo parlors 
throughout the country. 

Walter Martinez, 25, desperately wants to shed 
his past, but the tattoos plastered over his arms and 
torso are a reminder of the gang life he led in East 
Los Angeles, where he grew up. 

"It's hard for me to find a job," said Martinez, 
who wears turtlenecks and other long-sleeve shirts 
throughout the summer to cover the tattoos. "I don't 
like people staring at me, but people stare at me, and 
I know they're saying, 'Oh, lock the doors."' 

He's had sessions to remove gang tattoos such as 
"Southside," "Outlaw" and "LA 213." But he's not 
through with Sabrina. Sabrina, an old flame, is but a 
memory. S-A-B-R-1-N-A, in 2-inch block letters across 
the front of his neck, is his albatross. 

"She's my ex," he said, almost apologetically. "It 
didn't work out." 

The black India ink tattoos are the easiest to re
move, all gone in three to six 30-minute visits. Each 
treatment costs $150 to $300. The multi-colored tat
toos can take far longer to treat. 

The pain is about the same as snapping a rubber 
band against the skin. One patient said the laser 
treatment feels like bacon grease splattering on her. 



Nicole Hamlin looks back on the days she got 
her tattoos as dark moments. Back in her teen years, 
she wanted to rebel. She got daisies tattooed on her 
ankle, then a very masculine mul ti-hued band 
around her fo rearm. 

"I hated it. I would wear long-sleeve shirts so it 
wouldn't show. I hated people asking me about it," 
said Hamlin, now 26, married and the mother of rwo. 
"I did it because I wanted to make my father angry. I 
maimed my own body to make some kind of state
ment." 

Moral Climate 
·:~iEighty-nine percent o f Americans beli eve that 

married men and women hav ing "an affair" is 
wrong. Seventy-nine percent said it was wrong for a 
married person to have "sexual relations" with 
someone other than his spouse, and an add itional 
twelve percent said it was "almost always wrong" 
!ffuman Events, June 11, 2001). 

The Bible says that adultery and fornication 
(which includes homosexual activity) is wrong 100% 
of the time (See Gal. 5:19-21). 
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Sti ll, the National Center for Health Statistics re
ported that 33 percent of all births were babies born 
to single mothers in 1999 (World, M ay 5, 2001). 
Suzanne Fields (Washington Times) says that "having 
babies out of wedlock should be made embarrassing 
again, so that potential single moms get the hint. 
[A] ny society that ca n tra nsform the image of a 
smoker from chic fashion to social felony can make 
illegitimacy unacceptable." 

It is shocking that Jesse Jackson can father a child 
with a woman not his wife and blithely continue as a 
leader in a segment of society (Chicago Tribune, May 
20, 2001, via Ea rl Davis of Chicagoland) . 

Insensitive 
·~iAdolph Stec died in 1997, but it took four 

years to discover his body, which was sitting in a liv
ing room chair all that time. His unpaid property 
taxes caused the house to be purchased at auction 
and the new owners discove red the decomposed 
body. The wife of the new owner of the Stec prop
erty sa id, "It makes you appreciate the fact that you 
have loved ones" (Chicago Tribune, May 10, 2001). 

Beyond Abortion 
{~:-jill Stanek, a nurse at Christ Hospital and 

Medical Center in O ak Lawn (Chicago), where chil
dren are meant to be aborted, reports that some 
"aborted babies" arrive alive, and are wrapped" in a 
blanket and left - sometimes for hours - to die" 
(Chicago Thbune, Apri l 9, 2001). 

Amazing Grit 

·:~iJuli a Lieblich, Chicago Tribune reporter (4/21/ 
01) says that the Unitarian Un iversa list Association 
may welcome humanists, pagans, and Buddhists, 
"but has little room for people who want to talk 
about God." Disgruntled church members want to 
d iscuss a new church for people "who want more 
God and less politics in church." 

Queer 
{~~ The word queer can mean "slightly unwell, es

pecially nauseated or faint," and it can by extension 
mean "homosexual," which is more than slightly 
nauseating. Anyway, a ll this to report that "Southern 
Ca li fo rnia 's ranking Lutheran bishop sa id that the 
church (Lutheran) has asked him to resign for par
ticipating in last month's ordination of a lesbian in 
defiance of church law." The bishop, Paul Egerrson, 
has a homosexual son (Chicago Tribune, M ay 24, 
200 1). 
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Drip Drip Drip 

{?lAccording to the Chicago Tribune Uune 1, 
2001), the Union Theological Seminary in Manhat
tan, a bastion of liberalism, doubt, and infidelity, has 
a leaking roof. Well, in my humble opinion, that not 
the only thing "leaky" about Union Theological 
Seminary. 

Commentary 
\ilSteve Chapman (Chicago Tribune, June 14, 

2001) discussed the pros and cons of the U.S. Su
preme Court ruling that a New York school couldn't 
bar a student religious group from meeting in a class
room after school. Liberals condemned this as blur
ring the "line between regular classroom instruction 
and religious indoctrination." 

Chapman wrote, "It is true, as the critics say, that 
some 6-year olds, seeing religious instruction going 
on in a classroom after school, may assume the gov
ernment is sponsoring it. Bit if religious groups are 
banned, the court noted, children might jump to the 
opposite conclusion - that the government is hos
tile to religion." 

Presbyterians 
CilThe Presbyterian Church (USA) held its na

tional assembly in Louisville the week of June 16 
(Louisville is headquarters of the denomination)~ 
The big issue is the ban on ordination of homosexu
als. Laird Stuart of San Francisco (where else), a 
Presbyterian preacher, is pushing for repeal of the 
ban (Chicago Tribune, June 8, 2001). 

Not Surprising 
til Louise Haggett, Framingham, Mass., has cre

ated a Web Site called rentapriest.com. Three hun
dred men are listed on the Home Page. One (Catho
lic) priest for rent said, "I say mass on a regular basis, 
hear confession, give dying patients absolution." The 
Catholic Church could not disagree more (Chicago 
Tribune, June 6, 2001). 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. Woods 

John ••••••••.•••••••.••••.•.••..•••..•••••• $14.99 
}aiDes •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.99 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude ••••••••••• 14.99 

$3.00 shipping for one book 
add .SOles for additional books 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-800-572-3619 
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Intelligence 
\9lNo one ever went broke underestimating the 

intelligence of the American people (Attributed to: 
H.L. Mencken [1880-1956], U.S. journalist, critic, 
and editor). 

Military Homos 
0 The number of military personnel discharged 

for homosexual conduct or for stating their homo
sexuality rose of 17 percent in 1999 to the highest 
total in recent years (Chicago Tribune, June 2, 2001). 

farl Davis 
ctOur dear brother, Earl Davis, sends, on a regu

lar basis, blurbs from the Chicago Tribune, even 
though he knows that only a fraction what he sends 
will find it way into this column. The material is 
pared to an irreducible minimum. Still, he sends the 
news. We read it, cull it, minimize it, and print it. His 
scissors are sharp and his eye is keen. He has no idea 
how much we appreciate (and benefit from) his 
faithful snipping and mailing. Thanks Earl. Keep up 
the good work. I owe you a Big Mac. Our readers 
owe you a cheery smile. 

To Change or Not to Change 
@Bob Miller of Ludowici, Ga., sent a newspaper 

clipping from the News (Long County Georgia's 
weekly newspaper), which states: "The Traditional 
Values Coalition is encouraged by the results of a 
study showing that homosexuality is not a fixed orien
tation, but can be changed through therapy and 
prayer .... Dr. Robert Spitzer's study of 200 subjects 
indicates that at least 67% of homosexual men who 
undergo therapy never feel any homosexual attrac
tion." 

For young minds 

The Other Side of Evolution 
by Jon Gary Williams 

A book on creation/evolution written for teens. It contains 
much factual, easy-to-read information on fossils, 
comparative arguments, the age of the Earth, etc. In 
addition, it provides an excellent short history of evolution 
and a discussion of the evidences upon which belief in 
creation is based. 65 pgs. paperback 

$4.95 plus $2.50 s/h for one book 
add $.50 s/h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon. TX 77430 •1-800-572-3619 



A Tribute 
~?iGascon Cogdell, a gospel preacher whose loy

alty co friends was as staunch as his resistance to un
biblical dogma and doctrines was memorialized at 1 
p.m., M ay 5, 2001, at Fort Hill Christian Youth 
Camp in Highland County, Ohio. A stone com
memorates Mr. Cogdell's service co the camp and to 
congregations of the churches of Christ. The inscrip
tion begins: "In grateful memory of our beloved 
friend and brother and his sacrificial and enduring 
work for the Lord." Gaston Cogdell, 80, died June 
2000 at Christ Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Cautionary 
~?iFaye Stratton, 82, of Muleshoe, Texas, sent a 

thick envelope of articles from the Lubbock Ava
lanche j ournal, dealing with the supposition that be
cause the Hebrew word for wisdom is Sophia there is 
a goddess (equal to Jehovah and Jesus) of that name 
-but hidden in Old Testament scripture. The mate
rial seeks to prove that Sophia is to be worshipped 
because "wisdom personified is a feminine vision of 
God." We send kudos to Faye Stratton. 

Family 
·:?:·U.S. Representative Barney Frank, who is ho

mosexual, filed two resolutions designed to move 
the nation coward recognizing same sex couples in 
the same light as married couples (Lubbock Ava
lanche-Journal, April 21, 2001). 

Television 
·:?iCaron Simmons, 46, is charged with the death 

of her husband. According to investigators she 
foug ht with her husband, Wi lliam, over the opera
tion of their statellite system. While searching for the 
device that operates the television Caron came upon 
a gun in a dresse r. She pointed the gun at her hus
band and "it went off," hitting him in the chest. 

People who fight and kill over a television-re
mote-control-appliance, desperately need co reassess 
their values. 

Out of the Closet 
·:?iActress Anne Heche is engaged to marry 

Coleman Laffoon, a cameraman she met while film
ing a documentary on the lesbian comedian Ellen 
DeGeneres . DeGeneres, of course, was Heche's 
lover for three years. DeGeneres has attributed their 
breakup co the monster publicity they received - as 
if "we were the only lesbians on the planet" -
though it seems H eche is not a lesbian after all. This 
is not supposed to happen: The gay party line is that 

people come in two immutable categories, straight 
and gay, and the on ly motion betwee n them occurs 
when a gay person throws off his straight false con
sciousness. But love and desire turn out co be more 
multiform than modern heterodoxy allows (National 
Review, June 25, 2001). 

To Accentuate 
~?:·The more time toddlers spend in chi ld care, the 

more likely they are co display behavior problems in 
kindergare n, according co results of the largest and 
most authorative long-term study of child care in the 
United States. That was true regard less of the quality 
or type of child care (Los Angeles Times, April 19, 
2001). 

Below the Belt 
·:?iS tate employees in Wisconsin could be barred 

from donating money through payro ll deductions to 

charities that disc riminate based on sexual orienta
tion under a proposed administrative ru le change. 

The proposa l drew fire from a state legislaror 
who said it 's an attemp t co discourage worke rs from 
giving money to the Boy Scouts by cu tting off payroll 
funding ro the Un ited Way QSOnline- Milwaukee 
j ournal Sentinel, via Elv in DeShazo). 

PILOTING 
THE 
STBAIT 
by Dave Miller 

What others have said: 
"Penet rating insigh t into the very crit ical problem in 
which change agents arc attem pting to turn the church 
of our Lord into just ano ther o ne o f the many seers. 
This book is a ' must' fo r every leader in the church. " 

" Nor only lays bare the d isease bur points us to the 
only remedy fo r a broken brotherhood ... the great 
physician ... much more tha n an expose o f false 
reaching ... po rti ons dealing w ith the ex istence of God 
and Bibl ical inspiratio n arc well worth the price of the 
book. " 

hardback • 528 pgs. 

$19.95 plus $3.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had @worldnet.att.net 
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foible 
\~lProfessor Henry N. Wieman says that a college 

roommate of his desired to improve his intellectual 
life. "He procured a large comfortable chair that was 
thought to be good for study. He got study slippers 
and a lounging jacket. A book rest was fastened to 
the arm of the chair to hold the book at the right 
angle before his eyes. A special lamp was installed 
and eyeshade, pencils, paper, and revolving book
case. He would come into the room after the evening 
meal, take off his coat and put on the jacket, take off 
his shoes and slip into the slippers, adjust the study 
lamp,· put his book on the book rest, recline in the 
comfortable chair with his eyeshade over this eyes, 
and, when everything was perfectly adjusted, he 
would to go sleep." 

fhaf fongue of Mine 
Have you ever heard of Gossip Town, 
On the shores of Falsehood Bay, 
Where old Dame Rumor, with rustling gown, 
Is going the livelong day? 
It isn't far to Gossip Town 
For people who want to go; 
The idleness train will take you down 
In just an hour or so. 
The thoughtless road is the popular route, 
And most people go that way; 
But it's steep downgrade; if you don't look out, 
You will land in Falsehood Bay. 
You glide through the valley of Vicious Talk, 
And into the tunnel of Hate; 
Then, crossing the Add-to Bridge, you walk 
Right through the city gate. 
The principle street is called "They Say," 
And "I've Heard" is the public well, 
And the breezes that blow from Falsehood Bay 
Are laden with Don't You Tell. 
In the midst of the town is Tell-Tale Park; 
You are never quite safe while there, 
For its owner is Madam Suspicious Remark, 
Who lives on the street Don't Care. 
Just back of the park is Slanderers' Row; 
'Twas there that Good Name died, 
Pierced by a shaft from Jealousy's bow, 
In the hands of Envious Pride. 
From Gossip Town, Peace long since fled; 
But Trouble and Grief and Woe 
And Sorrow and Care you'll meet instead, 
If ever you chance to go 

..... Harvey M. Barr 

''And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity 
among our members is the tongue, which defileth 
the whole body, and setteth on fire the wheel of na
ture, and is set on fire by hell" Games 3:6). 
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Schools 
\~MADISON, Wis - As the national debate in

tensifies over whether government schools should 
encourage tolerance of homosexuality, Madison 
Metropolitan School District is taking applications 
for a newly created full-time advocate for students of 
"alternative lifestyles." 

Indecorous 
~TV is getting raunchier. S·exual content on the 

tube has risen sharply since 1997, according to a 
study for the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation. Sex 
or depictions of flirting, kissing, intimate touching, 
and intercourse showed up in 68 percent of the 
1999-2000 shows studied, compared with 56 per
cent in 1997-1998 (World, Feb. 17, 2001). 

Dandng 
\~l H.L. Mencken wrote of swing-dancing couples 

"bumping and grunting over the dance floor like dy
ing hogs in a miasmatic pen." Richard Weaver called 
jazz, "the clearest of all signs of our age's deep-seated 
predilection for barbarism." 

Lower Merion High School in Philadelphia has 
banned all dances in the school gym because of drink
ing and simulated sex acts at previous dances. David 
Magill, superintendent, said, "No more dances until 
we feel secure that they will be healthy and whole
some" (Thanks to Elvin DeShazio for this tidbit). 

Do Unto Others 
~lThe supreme leader of Afghanistan's ruling 

Taliban militia warned that his regime will enforce 
the death penalty on any Muslim who converts to 
another faith" (Christianity Today, Mar. 5, 2001). 

Dirty Bird 
~lMartin Davis, who has complained for years 

about library books that he says are pornographic, 
was physically restrained and then escorted from the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center by a po
lice officer after he told commissioners he was about 
to read from a sexually explicit library book (The 
Charlotte Observer, Mar. 10, 2001). 

Looks like pornography is okay for libraries, but 
not for commissioners meetings in North Carolina. 

Survey 
\<tlA 1997 Louis Harris poll revealed that 94 per

cent of college freshmen considered a happy mar
riage among their most important life goals. And 
more than three-quarters believe present laws make 
divorce too easy. Americans are seriously interested 
in reviving stable marriage. 



Switchable 
~?~Accord i ng to John Leo (U.S. News & World Re

port, Mar. 12, 2001) "a husband and wife are both 
undergoing sex-change operations. They will stay 
marri ed, bur the husband will become the wife and 
vice versa." 

Ponzi 

~?~Greater Ministries scammed financiall y naive 
people out of millions of do ll ars. Defense attorneys 
calmly argued that the defendants were try ing to help 
poor people. "God spoke to Gera ld Payne and told 
him how to do God's work," sa id attorney Anne 
Borgette. "God told him to create Greate r Ministries . 
To do God's work, they needed donations, and they 
got them from people who believed in the Christian 
way of li fe ." 

Silliness Gone to Seed 
~?~Ken ny Caner, aka Peppy the Pepper, says that 

he d resses up in a green pepper costume and 
cavorts like an old vaudevill ian crooner because 
God to ld him to do it. He says he was in church 
one day dur ing "a very powerful worsh ip - I was 
crying out in the midd le of the church: 'Oh God! 
Oh God !' And suddenly I heard an aud ible male 
vo ice that sa id: 'You wi ll be a vegetable."' Carter 
says, "I looked arou nd, tho ugh t I was going crazy! I 
began to worshi p aga in. I said : 'Lord, speak to me. 
And I heard ir aga in: 'You wi ll be a vegetable"' (A lso 
sent in by Elvin DeShazio, who culled it from the In
re mer). 

Well, rhar sums up a lot of what is called contem
porary worshi p - if nor vegetable it is fru ity. 

For ladies classes o r private study 
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Gifts f rom the Heart 
by Mary Alice Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes 
and observations from life, giving it a very 
practical application. pb 181 pgs . ............. . $8.00 

Go d Knew He Needed Her 
by Cleon Lyles 
This book presents a down-to-earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib," a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs. 
............................... ....................... .............. 9.00 

If You Would See Goo d Days 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Everyone longs for the good days, so our task is 
to learn how to meet this task and challenge - a 
wonderful and gratifying possibliity. Our creator 
tells us how. This book deals with these divinely
given principles. Thirteen chapters, a variety of 
needed topics, practical,concise,and easy to 
read. A study of the principles in this book will 
enrich your life. pb 136 pgs. 
.................. ...... ......................... ........... ..... ... 7.95 

My Sis ter's Keepe r 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
time for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 
non-Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; current issues, 
troublesome issues in the home and church; 
special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards of wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs ........ .. 8.95 

No Greater J o y 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspi ration one's 
grow1h as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to-woman, discussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs . .. .. ..... ... 7.95 

Woman: A B iblical Quest 
by Owen D. Olbricht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in 
the home, in the church, and in the community. 
Neither an effort to uphold nor condemn a 
tradition, but rather an effort to discover the 
message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs . 
.. ... ......................... .... ........ ............. ... .. ........ 8.00 

Firm Foundation • P. 0 . Box 69, Da mon, TX 77430 • (800) 572-3619 
Shipping - $3.00 for one book {base price) ... . For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: W hen one Christian has sinned against 
another, who is supposed to go to whom? 

Response: They should meet one another half 
way, each on the way to see the other. 
In Matthew 5:23-24, Jesus puts the responsibil

ity on the one who has created the offense:" There
fore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there re
member that your brother has something against you, 
leave your gift there before the altm; and go your way. 
First, be reconciled to your brothe1; and then come 
and offer your gift." 

In Matthew 18:15, the responsibility is vested in 
the one who was offended: "Moreover, if your 
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fau lt be
tween you and him alone. If he hears you, you have 
gained your brother." 

THE LIVING WAY CURRICULUM 
REVISION COMPLETE! 

Many Improvements 
·More colorful artwork •Additional teacher helps 
•New typesetting ·Nursery thru senior high 

Lambert offers two complete curriculums 

In addition to 
The Living Way series (N. T.) 

order the 
New Living Bible Lessons series (0. T.) 
for a complete, balanced teaching program. 

Call 

1·800-551-8511 
for details on our 

sample curricu lum kit 

(available on a 30·day review basis) 

Visit our web site: www.lambertbookhouse.com 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
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So, if both are aware of the offense, and both are 
attuned to scripture, each will initiate reconciliation. 

In real life, unfortunately, this ideal rarely occurs. 
Once someone discussed with me a wrong he felt 

a brother had done to him. I pointed him to Mat
thew 18 and to the steps there, beginning with, "Go 
and tell him his fault between you and him alone." 

He responded, "Oh, this is not big enough for 
that." My reply was, if it is not big enough to fo llow 
the Lord's procedure about, then it is too little to 

dwell on or think about. 
Sometimes the one causing the offense may have 

done so unintentionally, and may not even know that 
offense was taken. Or often there are feelings in
volved based on past offenses, real or imagined, that 
so exacerbate the effect of the offense that one party 
may feel it is pointless to try to reconcile. 

In cases like these, someone needs to show extra 
patience and compassion. If we find ourselves in
volved in such situations, we ought to be the ones to 

show the extra patience and compassion needed. 
College of Biblical Studies 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

This book, an indepth study of the great apostle is di· 
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; The Journeys 
of Paul; Paul's Views and Teaching; Lessons from the 
Apostle Paul; The Apostle Paul: a Great Example· 
Women's Classes. 55 chapters • 830 pages ' 

$17.95 plus $3.75 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (800} 572-3619 
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-Alaska-

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. Cochran, preacher. 

3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Orlando-Winter Park_ South Seminole Church Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
F • b ks · F W · · h d h 6 p m Wed 7·15 p m (407) 657 0657 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 

aar an , servang t. aanwng t an t e · ., · · · · - ' 1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 llth Avenue, Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
9~70 1. <907

> 
456-4921. p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Bible College. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

-Georgia- Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Minnesota -
Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-

Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

Nanticoke St., 558 11. Sun. 10• 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Mt. juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984• 722-1871. Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 

-Mississippi - Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 
778-8955 p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 

- California - Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 

Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~? ••• 

Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. j. Clarke Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

-Missouri-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
Miller, preacher. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Free with any book order
while supplies last 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

. Just request It when you order. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whitten, preacher 

Cari119 & Sliari119 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Klem Area Church of Chnst, 20802 Flulsrmrh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball , 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - l1 01 W. Church Sr., Exir off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minisrcr. 

Redwater - Church of Chrisr, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10,10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, cvangelisr. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Chrisr, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 7747 1 (281) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (21 0) 496-1346 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Hampton - HamptOn Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
85 1-3496 or 723-0803. 

-Washington-
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd . Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbakc@olywa.nct, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(clllorgct! Nhiio11) 

compi led by C. R. Nichol and wife 
en larged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
8ver 

'I'rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage· 
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
TeXils residents add 8.25% lax 

O rder from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it,.but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice o f fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you! 
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We bill for all classified. directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0 . Box 69 o Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) o fax (97 9) 553-3721 o jprophet@ republic.net 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th Sr., 8280 I Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday ami Today 

by llur·ton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Special Price 

Revelation 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

paperback • 477 pgs. 

New book, slightly marred cover 

$15.25 each 
regular price 18.95 

$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Request special price. 

Or der from Firm Foundation 

!f[owers 
rrfiat r_]{g,ver 
J'aae 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever fell guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Minister wanted for Church of Christ in rural NE 
Texas. Offering partial support. Small congregation 
ideal for retired minister wanting to supplement 
his retirement. Call Gene Garner (903) 572-1216. 

Church of Christ in Jay, FL looking for a preacher 
who is sound in the faith, has good evangelistic 
aptitude, and who wants to work with a 
congregation that will stand for the truth and is 
willing to grow. Send resume and tape sermon to 
Jay Church of Christ, P.O. Box 507, Jay, FL 32585 
(850) 675-6443. 

Minister wanted for congregation of about 200 
with elders and deacons in beautiful, crime-free 
lake country town or 5600. Last minister here 18 
years. Must be doctrinally sound, able to relate to 
all age groups, willing to be part of the community. 
Nice house and liberal salary. Please respond to 
Church of Christ, 1314 West Pine St., Heber 
Springs, AR 72543. Bill Birth (501) 362-2030, or 
Bruce LeMieux 362-5551 

Culturally diverse congregation of 60 seeks sound 
evangelistic gospel preacher, available Oct. 1". May 
need partial support. Salary includes 3 BR house. 
Send resume and audio or video tape 'to: Hopkins 
Rd. Church of Christ, 8325 Hopkins Rd., 
Richmond, VA 232237. Call (804) 379-1392 or 
fax (804) 378-9610. BobASI@aol.com 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
50 mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes from Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send resume and tape to the: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: jchessmatt@msn.com 

Minister needed: City Blvd Church of Christ in 
Waycross, GA desires the service of a sound gospel 
preacher who lives a good life - Beginning Oct. 
l, 2001. If you are interested in this work, please 
send your resume to the City Blvd. Church of 
Christ, 618 City Blvd., Waycross, GA 31501. 
ATTN: Forrest jerkins or Allen Means. Question 
~ay be directed to Forrest jerkins at (912) 283-
3753 or Allen Means at (912) 283-7099. 

The Westside Church of Christ is accepting resumes 
from individuals who are devoted to the Ministry 
of our Youth. Proficiency must be exhibited in: 
ministering to both junior High and High School 
groups; communication skills including preaching, 
teaching, interpersonal, and written; providing long 
range spiritual and social growth plans for both 
groups; strong knowledge of the scriptures; 
Bachelor's degree and 5 years experience required. 
Please forward resume, with references, and a 
sample one year plan outlining social and spiritual 
development activides to: The Westside Church of 
Christ do jay Burcham 3300 R.M. 1431 Round 
Rock, TX 78681 

Wanted: sound conservative preacher. Please send 
resume to the Church of Christ, Box 5 62, 
Maysville, OK 73057. For information, please call 
after 9:00 p.m., (405) 867-5230, 756-3556, 867-
5276. 

Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 ncar 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and 
experience. Send resume, references, picture, audio 
or video sermon to Elders, Church of Christ, 922 
S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: 
937-878-1117 or ray-patsypugh@juno.com 

Sound, gospel preacher wanted for a biblically 
conservative congregation of 65 members desiring 
to grow both in spirit and number. The church of 
Christ in Anthony, Kansas, seeks a spiritually 
mature, family man to work with, encourage, and 
teach this dedicated group of Christians. The 
Anthony church is financially self- supporting and 
offers a good salary plus a nice, brick home. Send 
resume and tape to: Anthony Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 322, Anthony, KS 67003. For more 
information, contact Bill Starks at (620) 842-5351. 

Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watertown, N.Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send resume 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 

Wanted: We are in need of an experienced 
scripturally sound minister of the gospel between 
30-55 years of age. This racially diverse 
congregation of 100 members is led by 4 elders. 
Salary is dependent on experience and education 
(large 5-bdr home is part of salary.) This position 
will be open after March 15, 2001. Send resume 
and video tape of recent sermon to: The Elders, 
W. Carpenter Rd. Church of Christ, G-2296 W. 
Carpenter Rd., Flint, Mich. 48505. 

Wanted: Preacher/Minister - the eldership of a 
well-established congregation of 120 in Central 
California, is seeking a sound, conservative gospel 
preacher. Please send resume, references, and an 
audio tape to: Church of Christ, 2912 N. Chester 
Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93306, or e-mail address: 
tuckerjs@msn.com. For more info call (661) 872-
5166. 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691;jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

Preachers Available 
Available for fill-in preaching for small 
congregatons and would work with a small 
congregation ( 1 00 or less) full-rime again. Edwin 
Carlisle, 1612 FM 2127, Chico, TX 76431, (940) 
644-5210. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books ar great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

"Why I Changed Churches" by Paul D. Murphy, 
available at KeMa Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, 
MS 38827-0070. Single copy-50~t, Qty. Disc. 

Stewardship Series by V. P. Black availabe at KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070. 
Five of the series now in print. 

Timeless Sermons for Now and Eternity. 52 full
length outlines. Vol. 1 by Paul D. Murphy now 
available. $5.00 plus $1.35 postage. KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070 

Miscellaneous 
Pine Vale Children's Home is searching for a new 
Executive Director. Pine Vale is a residential 
childcare facility located near Corinth, Miss. 
Seeking qualified applicants to submit resume 
before May 30, 2001. The qualifications sought 
are BS in Social Work or related area with 4 yrs. 
experience or MSW or Masters in a related area 
with 2 yrs. experience. Please submit resumes to 
Mr. Clarence Hinton, 1978 Cty. Rd. 700, Corinth, 
MS 38834, (662) 287-1757, fax (662) 665-9720. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Back in print! 

Questions 
and Answet·s 
Open Foa·um \'olume 2 

by Guy N. \\'oods 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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.!Jlnotfier ~effent booRJrom 
![red-9larcfeman Lectures 

Eternal Truths 
This book contains articles by such notable men as 
George Bailey, V. P. Black, Franklin Camp, Clarence 
Dailey, Bill Flatt, Roy Hearn, G. P. Holt, Cleon Lyles, 
Hugo McCord, Jim Bill Mclnteer, Billy Smith, John 
Stevens, and Clyde Woods. There are more than 30 
additional authors (all of whom gave their best effort to 
the writing of the manuscripts in this excellent book). 
There are 46 lessons. The research is superb. The 
product is enduring. 1980 

Some of the topics in the book are: 
Jesus is Lord 
Lessons for Life 
The Bible and Mental Health 
Christian Evidences 
Wisdom of God- an Eternal Truth 
The Greatest of These is Love 
Faith is the Victory 
The Nature of the Church 
Sunshine in My Soul 
The Lord's Supper 
The Christian and Suffering 
Our Greatest Gift 
The Occult 
Astrology 
The New Testament Plea 
Why I Am a Member of the Church of Christ 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $3.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now! 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572-3619 • email had@worldnet.att.net 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
August 2001 

Address service requested. 

American 
Standard Version 
1901 edition 
This honored version of 1901, long held to 
be the most accurate translation In the 
English language Is available as a refer
ence Bible. 

The Old and New Testaments 
• Center Column References 
•ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
•Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .. ...................... $59.95 

New Testament ASV 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
•size 4314 

11

X7% 
11

X3/a" 
1-56794-039-0 ... ..................... $24.50 

Large print New Testament ASV 
• Type size 12 pt. · · 
• Hardback, black 6"x 9" 

ASV-A98 ................................. $10.00 

• Your name ~n gold ..••..•••••••••••••••• $3.50Rine 

$3.50 Shipping/handling for the Old and New Testament 
$2.50 shipping/handling for New Testaments 
Call for shipping/handling charge for multiple copies 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal~ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2001 
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(Because the question of everlasting prmishm.ent is persistent and because the following piece compliments 
our current editorial, we thought it good to reprint an article from the pen of a powerful teacher who has gone 
from us, but whose influence lives on - "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; for their works follow with them.") 

Is There an Eternal Hell? 
By G. C. Brewer (deceased) 

Some of my friends have requested me to give 
some attention to a newspaper article o n the 
question of future punishment for the wicked. 

The author of the article ca lls himself a " liberal, " and 
he seems to think that his position is new; but 
those who are a t a ll acquainted with the age-old 
controversy on this question will know that there 
is not a new point in the whole article. They will 
recognize the "stock-in-trade" arguments of univer
salism. Likewise they wi ll find nothing new in this 
revi ew of the " liberal " position . But like a ll o ther 
questions that pertain to the e tern al destiny of 
souls, this controversy cannot be abandoned. It is vi
tally and perpetually impo rtant. Also it is always 
timely. 

Just at this time there is an especial need for 
teaching on this question, fo r men are putting "far 
away the evil day," and the preachers of today, like 
the prophets of Jeremiah's day, are say ing "unto ev
ery one that wa lketh in the stubbornn ess of his own 
heart; ... no evil shall come upon you" (Amos 6:3; 
Jer. 23: 17). For this reason this rev iew, o r partial re
view, of the article in question is give n. Just the 
points m the article shall be noticed and no long quo
tations given. 

The articl e is well written, and our "liberal" 
friend attempted at times to become learned and lit
erary. This is all beautiful, and with many people it 
will be effective ; but from the viewpoint of a logical 
and analytica l man, a ll such embellishments will go 
for nothing. In fact, cruel logic would classify some 
of his poetic appeals as petitio principii, or begging 
the question. 

In picturing the final salvation of all the human 
race, the " liberal" quoted the following beautiful and 
famous lines from Tennyson: 

0 yet we trust that somehow good 
Will be the final goal of ill, 
To pangs of nature, sins of will, 
Defects of doubt, and taints of blood; 
That nothing walks with aimless feet; 
That not one li fe shall be destroy'd, 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 
When God hath made the pile complete. 

These lines have been quoted thousands of times, 
but those who recite them do not follow the poet on 
to hi s conclusion. He said that this was his dream, 
but he admitted that he "knew not anything." 

Let us now add the three stanzas that immedi
ately fo llow the rwo that the "liberal" quoted. Read 
them together: 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Work the Works 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We occasiona lly hear of someone visit 
ing a terminally sick person and the 
frail patient turns to his comforter 

with watery eyes, feeble voice, and trembling 
hand, say ing, "I pray that I have done enough 
to receive sa lvation." 

This report evokes a variety of responses, 
but the one, in my experience, usually associ 
ated with the pitiful tale is hastening to reassure 
the poor, dying creature that it is not what you 
have done, or failed to do, but what Jesus did for you that matters. 
This, of course, would mean universa l salvation, because Christ 
died for all Qohn 3:16; 1 Tim 2 :4; Titus 2:11; Matt 26:28; 2 Cor 
5:14-15). 

T hose who insist on conformity to Biblical doctrine are often 
bludgeoned into submission by making them to appear to be un
charitable - or even vicious - because they hold to the doctrine 
that "not every one that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my father who is 
in heaven." 

Let's play this out to its full extreme. Suppose the wan and 
wasted patient is referri ng to baptism fo r the remission of sins 
when he says, "I just pray that I have done enough." Shall we close 
our eyes and leap to the conclusion that baptism doesn't count
and, because the person is near the exit door 6f life, he can enter 
the kingdom without water? (See John 3 :5). · 

W hile we have our "supposer" in gear let us go further and 
postulate that the death angel has knocked on the door of a de
vout Jew who does not believe that Jesus is the son of God and the 
Savior of the world. Shall we on that account discount the need to 
believe on him of whom it has been said, "Neither is there salva
tion in any other name, that is given among men, wherein we must 
be saved"? 

Now, let us make the suffering, dying human creature an athe
ist- not just any atheist, mind you, but a compassionate, moral, 
sweet-tempered infidel who has done much good in his commu
nity (remember Cornelius) -and he says, " I just hope that I have 
done enough to receive whatever rewards there may be from 
whatever gods there may be?" Shall we kick down the ga tes of 
pearl to ad mit this unbeliever to the golden city? 

Ah, but we are to ld the dying person is a member of the Lord's 
body. 



Well, is the obedience of faith suspended when a child of God 
walks "through the valley of the shadow of death?" 

The Bible commands the saint to grow in grace and knowledge 
(2 Pet 3 :18); bear much fruit Oo hn 15:8); abide in the word of 
Jesus Oohn 8:31); cause men to see good works that Jehovah may 
be glorified (Matt 5 :16); be filled with the fruits of r ighteousness 
(Phil 1:11); show good fidelity to adorn the gospel (Titus 2 :10); 
cause the unsaved to behold good works and glorify God (1 Pet 
2 :12); bear fruit in every good work (Col. 1 :10); and no t be un
fruitful (Titus 3 :14). 

For a dying saint to express the ho pe that his li fe has re
dounded to the glory of God by virtue o f his faithful obed ience to 
the word of God is not bad. 

When Paul thought his death was near, he declared that he had 
"fought the good fight .. . finished the course ... kept the fa ith" (2 
Tim. 4 :7). H aving looked back, he then looked up in anticipation 
of a crown promised to "all them that have loved" the appearing 
of Jesus. 

The gospel of Jesus has a lot to say about works: 
But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his works 

may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in God 
Uohn 3:21). 

We must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: 
the night cometh, when no man can work Uohn 9:4). 

Veri ly, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these 
shall he do; because I go unto the Father Uohn 14:12). 

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, 
which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was fu ll of 
good works and almsdeeds which she did (Acts 9:36). 

[T]hat they should repent and turn to God, doing works wor
thy of repentance (Acts 26:20). 

[God] will render unto every man according to his works 
(Rom. 2:6). 

[B]ut (which becometh women professing godli ness) through 
good works (1 Tim. 2:10). 

[W]ell reported of for good works (1 Tim. 5:1 0). 
[T]hat they do good, that they be rich in good works (1 Tim. 

6:18). 
(l]n all thi ngs showing thyself an ensample of good works (Ti

tus 2: 7). 
[W]ho gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his own possession, 
zealous of good works (Titus 2: 14). 

[T]hat they who have believed God may be careful to maintain 
good works (Titus 3:8). 

(A]nd let us consider one another to provoke unto love and 
good works (Heb. 10:24). 

Even so faith, if it have not works, is dead in itself Uames 
2:17). 

But wilt thou know, 0 vain man, that faith apart from works is 
barren? Uames 2:20). 

Was not Abraham our fa ther justified by works Uames 2:21). 
Thou seest that faith wrought with his works, and by works 

was faith made perfect James 2:22). 
Who is wise and understanding among you? let hi m show by 

his good life his works in meekness of wisdom (James 3:13). 
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And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne; and books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of the things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. And the sea gave up 
the dead that were in it; and death and Hades 
gave up the dead that were in them: and they 
were judged every man according to their works 
(Rev. 20:12-13). 

Maybe we should not be too hasty to deprecate 
the saint who with his dying breath expresses an ear
nest desire that his life has been filled with good 
works, which God will judge and reward. There is 
such a thing as the recompense of righteousness. 

If the expiring disciple of Jesus is suggesting that 
salvation is a matter of so much salvation earned for 
so much works done, apart from the grace of Cal
vary, he is deluded beyond measure. We cannot be 
saved by a law of works (Rom. 3 :27), which means 
that we cannot live sinless, nor can we save ourselves 
apart from the mercy of God. 

If, on the other hand, this disciple is saying that 
his dying prayer is that his life has been filled with 
the good works that glorify the Creator, then his 
prayer is just and his wish is holy. Salvation comes by 
the law of faith (Rom. 3 :27), which includes obedi
ence (Rom. 1:5; 16:26; Heb. 5:9). Jesus taught his 
disciples to pray to God, "Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so on earth." 
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To confirm the need for faithfulness at the mo
ment of death is neither unreasonable nor wicked. 

The idea that all will be saved is sometime agi
tated by professing Christians. Origen, in the third 
century, taught "all creatures, including the devil, 
will be saved." This, obviously, makes the cross an 
inexcusable waste, and God a fool. If everybody is 
going to be saved anyhow, Jesus should have stayed 
in the ivory palaces. 

It is good to hope that all will be saved, but it is 
realistic to recognize that some will be lost. "And 
these shall go away into eternal punishment: but the 
righteous into eternal life (Matt. 25:46).' 

Still, God is big-hearted and open-handed, and 
therefore is "not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance." 

We mere mortals must leave the ultimate ques
tion in the hands of a loving God whose justice is 
tempered by mercy, and who does all things well. In 
the Parable of the Laborers in the _Vineyard (Matt. 
20:1-16), Jesus says some workers "murmured 
against the householder, saying, These last have 
spent but one hour, and thou hast made them equal 
unto us, who have borne the burden of the day and 
the scorching heat." 

The kind householder answered, "Friend, I do 
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a 
shilling? Take up that which is thine, and go thy way; 
it is my will to give unto this last, even as unto thee. 
Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
own? or is thine eye evil, because I am good? So the 
last shall be first, and the first last." 

We must not be envious because the Master is 
generous. God has given his word and his oath that 
he will save those who obey his commands to believe 
and be baptized, and who live faithful unto death. 
He will keep his promise. He cannot lie. The wise 
thing for us to do is give the best that in us is, in all 
diligence and earnestness, in constant service and 
adoration of the Eternal One. If he chooses to re
ward some who have not "borne the burden of the 
work and heat of the day,, let us not complain, but 
cheerfully take our shilling and sit down on our 
throne, realizing that what he does is his business. 
He owns the vineyard. 

Still, we must make no false or unauthorized 
promises for God. Jesus is the author of eternal life 
to the obedient (Heb. 5 :9). You have no solid foun
dation for your hope of heaven without hearing the 
words of Jesus and doing them (Matt. 7:21-29). 

It is reckless folly to suggest that anyone has the 



promise of e ternal sa lva tion apart from the obedi
ence of faith, w hich is the law of faith. 

We must be careful to neither loose w here God 
has bound, no r bind where God has loosed. It is our 
business to stand pointing to a blood-stained cross as 
the highest manifestation of him w ho is represented 
by an emerald rainbow, and to the commands of his 
mouth, and the absolute need to be fai thful unto 
death. 

We must do or say nothing that could be misun
derstood to mitigate against uninterrupted and 
chee rful submission to divine precepts and statutes. 

On the other hand, we are well advised to accept 
whatever fina l decision the true owner of the uni
verse makes, and nor murmur against him. If by loyal 
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Is There an Eternal Hell? 
(continued from page 1) 

That not a worm is cloven in vain; 
That not a moth with vain desire 
Is shrivel'd in a fruitless fire, 
Or but subserves another's gain. 
Behold, we know not anything; 
I can but trust that good shall fall 
At last-far off-at last, to all, 
And every winter change to spring. 
So runs my dream; but what am I? 
An infant crying in the night; 
An infant crying for the light; 
And with no language but a cry. 

If we are going to quote the language of a poet's 
dream to lead dying men to hope for eternal salva
tion, would it not be better to be at least honest 
enough with men to tell them .that the poet admitted 
that he had no assurance that his dream would ever 
come true? Should we not also give men this same 
poet's advice when he tells us to hold to the good 
and not to follow philosophy too far? 

He was even afraid his philosophy might procure 
some souls for the lords of hell. Read this stanza 
also: 

Hold thou the good; define it well: 
For fear divine philosophy 
Should push beyond her mark, and be 
Procurers to the lords of hell. 

(These stanzas are from Tennyson's "In Memoriam," 
Sections 52, 53.) 

This must St:Jffice for an answer to the "liberal's" 
excursion into literature. 

Let us try to find out just what the point at issue 
is. What doctrine is it that is assailed, and is that doc
trine correctly stated? 

The "liberal" directs all of his arguments against 
what he calls the "orthodox view." He gives us a 
clear statement of his own view, which is the com
mon view of universalism, or, as it is now called, 
"restorationism." But here is the issue. 

The Issue Stated 
That all sin will be punished will not be denied. Both 
the Bible and man's experience show that sin brings 
suffering. But there is a great diversity of opinion 
about the nature, severity, and duration of the pun
ishment inflicted because of sin. The present contro
versy seems to be over the duration chiefly. The "lib
eral view" is that the wicked will suffer for their sins 
in this life and after death until their sins have been 
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expiated by their suffering - until they have suf
fered the full measure that their sin deserves; that the 
suffering is reformatory and corrective and intended 
to prepare the souls for heaven; and that finally the 
souls of all mankind will, through this means, be 
made holy and happy. 

Orthodoxy is a variable quantity, and it would be 
difficult to say what the orthodox view at the present 
time is. Dr. Adam Clarke, who died nearly one hun
dred years ago, has been appealed to for an expres
sion of the orthodox belief, and even he was made to 
endorse a heathen picture of hell. Doctor Clarke was 
one of the ripest scholars who have written on theo
logical questions, and his commentaries are very 
widely used today. Truly, Doctor Clarke was a firm 
believer in eternal punishment for the willfully 
wicked, but to say that he took literally either the fi
ery symbols of the Bible or the grotesque description 
of the Hindu system is a gross and inexcusable mis
representation. The opponents of the so-called "or
thodox view" can best refute it by caricaturing it. 
They picture the orthodox clergyman as a frenzied 
fanatic and his god as a monster with a malevolent 
glare in his eye, watching poor, helpless sinners, 
ready to pounce upon them and hurl them down 
into smoke-begrimed, lightning-scathed, and thun
der-riven pits of perdition. They characterize the or
thodox doctrine as heathenism, barbarous, and blas
phemous. 
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But what is the orthodox view? As said above, it 
would be difficult to say what would be the generally 
accepted view today, but the doctrine that is here de
fended and that is by many people held to be a scrip
tural doctrine is as follows: 

All who die in willful disobedience to God will 
suffer eternal punishment-will be eternally ban
ished from the presence of God; have forfeited 
eternal life and lost the privilege of the "beatific 
vision.,, What that means, no man can imagine, 
because the heart of man has not conceived of 
the blessed state of the righteous, which is then 
impossible to the condemned. Neither the na
ture nor intensity of the punishment is known 
and certainly cannot be described; but it is not 
so much what is endured as what is forfeited 
that we emphasize. The severest punishment 
that men can inflict is of the same nature. When 
a man is put to death in the electric chair, his ac
tual physical 'suffering' is of very short duration 
and is possibly less painful than the whippings 
which some convicts receive at the hands of 
prison wardens. But the punishment consists in 
the loss of life. The orthodox hell is more of a 
state than a place and consists more in the hap
piness that is lost than in the 'torture' that is 
gained. Cannon Farrar said that heaven, in so far 
as it is a place at all, is a place where sin is not. 
So hell, in so far as it is a place, is a place where 
God is not and where all sin is and all incorri
gible sinners are. 

Obiedions Considered 
In the newspaper article under review there were ob
jections urged against the doctrine of future punish
ment from the theological, the philosophical, and the 
humanitarian viewpoints. These are high-sounding 
and learned words, but let .us try to follow the author 
and consider the objections in the order given. 

Theological. It could serve no purpose except 
vengeance, and that would be a denial of the perfect 
goodness of God. A finite being cannot commit an 
infinite sin, and infinite punishment would, there
fore, be wholly unjust. 

Answer: The purpose of the punishment will be 
taken up later. That sins by finite man cannot be fol
lowed by infinite consequences is purely an assump
tion that has nothing for a basis. The experience and 
observation of man are against the assumption, and 
the Bible unequivocally contradicts it. No man can 
trace one sin to a conclusion and reckon the ruin it 
has wrought. Why, then, should he arrogate to him
self the power to measure the consequence of a life 
of sin? If the Kaiser was responsible for the awful 
World War, let some man try to follow the conse
quences of his sin down through the ages and note 

the effect upon the yet unborn generations and tell 
us where it will end. 

The results of sin not infinite? Let us put it on the 
"liberal" theory and see. A pure, innocent Christian 
girl is assaulted, maltreated, and murdered by a de
praved, beastly man, and in less than twenty-four 
hours the man is apprehended and lynched. The 
souls of the two - the man and the innocent victim 
- enter eternity at nearly the same time. They will 
both be saved finally, according to the theory. But at 
death there was a hundred degrees of difference in 
moral worth between them; and as the theory argues 
endless progression, we may logically assume that 
the girl would progress at least as rapidly as the man, 
and there will, therefore, be a hundred degrees be
tween them through all eternity. The infinite conse
quence of the man's sins. But the word of Christ will 
settle it with all who will recognize his authority. He 
says: "Whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Spirit hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eter
nal sin" (Mark 3:29). To be guilty of an eternal sin is 
to be an eternal sinner - to be eternally guilty of sin; 
and since no sin can enter heaven, a man who is 
guilty of this sin must necessarily spend eternity 
somewhere else. Where will it be? 

Philosophical. It is said that the doctrine that 
willful sinners - unsubdued rebels - will be eter
nally banished from the presence of God and from 
the home of the righteous is unphilosophical. But, in 
reply, the good of earthly governments frequently 
demands the deportation of radicals. The welfare of 
society compels us to incarcerate criminals, deprive 
them of their liberty, for the length of their lives; and 
if death be the end of existence, they have been by 
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human power deprived of happiness eternally, hence 
eternally punished. 

But it is argued that it is unjust to punish a man 
eternally for the sins committed in so short a time. 
That reasoning is certainly unphilosophical. Men do 
not reason that way in measuring punishment for 
crimes in our civil courts or in making our laws. 

The time that it takes to commit a crime has 
nothing to do with the punishment it deserves. But 
the logic of the above objection is that the duration 
of the punishment should be coextensive with the 
time occupied in committing the crime. Frequently 
the action of a moment or the decision of one hour 
brings on an irreversible sentence of lifelong suffer
ing. And it is not so much the heinousness of the 
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crime as what the deed involves of choice- of selec
tion or rejection. Esau in a moment of hunger sold 
his birthright for a "morsel of meat. " The sin does 
not seem so terrible and there were extenuating cir
cumstances, but the judgment was irrevocable and 
his loss was for life. 

Nature also deals with her children on the same 
principle. Her judgment can never be set aside; her 
punishment is always severe and often seemingly out 
of all proportion to the offense. But whenever a law 
is broken the inevitable results must fo llow. Men 
may disbelieve her threatening, as they disbelieve the 
Bible, but that will in no way alter the consequences. 
Men may curse nature's judgments, ignore her warn
ings, blaspheme her laws, and denounce her penal
ties, but at last they must bow to her mandates and 
suffer the consequence of their folly. 

Hundreds of illustrations of this from real life
from actual experience of men - could be given. But 
here is one of recent occurrence. I myself preached 
this girl's funeral. 

A sweet, young girl of the tender age of sixteen, 
just blossoming into womanhood, was guilty of an 
indiscretion. There were many excuses to plead for 
her- ignorance, love, overpersuasion. But the deed 
was done, and now the child realizes that an awful 
thing is about to happen. She begins to suffer ago nies 
of shame, humiliation, and fear of exposure. Dri ven 
almost mad, she ignorantly undertakes to interfere 
with nature and arrest the consequence of her 
former sin; but in the eyes of nature her second of
fense is much worse than the first, and the penalty is 
terrible. Blood poisoning, her whole sin made public, 
physical agonies, convulsions, and death. Her first 
and only sin, and that, in man's judgment, to a great 
extent excusable; but, oh, what a price she paid ! 
Weeping brothers and sisters would gladly have for
given her, brokenhearted parents would willingly 
have died in her stead, and sympathizing fr iends 
would charitably have shielded her from public dis
grace, but nature was implacable. The girl's deathbed 
was haunted with an intolerable sense of shame, the 
bright hope of future years was blasted, and physical 
pain was unendurable, and untimely death stalked in 
and carried away a victim. But (softly) the male brute 
who was responsible for the who le sin goes scot-free! 
Yet infidels and some "liberals" tell us that the only 
hell there is in this li fe! If that is true, it should at 
least be equally distributed. 

Humanitarian. It is said that no human pare nt 
would for any conceivable crime inflict such punish-



ment upon his child. That. will be admitted, and the 
best we can say on that is that God's ways are not 
our ways. Neither would an earthly parent inflict any 
such punishment upon a daughter as nature inflicted 
in the case mentioned above. No earthly father 
would permit his child to go through life as an idiot, 
deaf, blind, or physically deformed, if he had the 
power to P.revent it. God has power to prevent all 
such things, but he does not do it. Therefore, we and 
God differ on this point, and we cannot measure 
God's judgment by our feelings. There is no man on 
earth today who would not, if he could, give sight to 
all the blind, hearing to all the deaf, and strength to 
all the crippled. God can, but he does not. This 
should admonish us that his ways are inscrutable, 
and we should preserve the strictest and most rever
ential silence in regard to them. 

Scripture Citations Examined 

There were three passages of scripture used as texts in 
the newspaper article under review. Upon the first 
there is no controversy; the second was absolutely 
ruinous to the doctrine advocated; and the third was 
grossly perverted. Even a casual reading will prove 
this. 

Let's see. First: "Be sure your sin will find you 
out" (Num. 32:23). No controversy. Second: "Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap eternal life" (Gal. 6:7-8). In the article under re
view, Weymouth's translation of the New Testament 
was highly recommended; but if the author of the ar
ticle had examined Weymouth's translation of this 
passage, he would not have used it. The word for 
"corruption" is there correctly translated "destruc
tion"; and as it is used as an antithesis of eternal life, 
it clearly means "eternal destruction," the same thing 
taught by Paul (the writer) in so many other passages 
(See Rom. 6:23; 2 Thess. 1:7-10). No postulate of 
universalism in that passage certainly. Third: "He 
chastens us for our profit, that we may be partakers 
of his holiness" (Heb. 12:6-1 0). This is the way it 
was quoted; but if the part that was omitted be al
lowed to enter the record, the point is ruined. Read 
the seventh and eighth verses. "God dealeth with 
you as with sons; for what son is there whom his fa
ther chasteneth not? But if ye are without chasten
ing, whereof all have been made partakers, then are 
ye bastards, and not sons." This is beyond question, 

the chastening which God's children, God's sons, 
Christians, receive in this life, and not punishment 
inflicted upon "bastards" and children of the devil in 
order to make them sons of God and save their souls, 
which the passage was used to prove. The Bible rec
ognizes children of God and children of the devil 
Oohn 8:44; 1 John 3:10; 5:19), and even in this pas
sage there is a distinction between sons and bastards. 
What good end can be served by a perversion of the 
scriptures? 

The Purpose of Eternal Punishment 
It is affirmed by the "liberal" that the punishment that 
is inflicted upon the wicked is designed to bring about 
a reformation of life, purify the heart, and make the 
sinner holy. Now, God's children are allowed to suffer 
for righteousness' sake- not for sin- and for his 
name, and they are taught that these light afflictions, 
which are but for the Inoment, work out for us more 
and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory (See 
2 Cor. 4:17; Rom. 8:17-18; Matt. 5:10-11; 1 Pet. 
4:16). "For let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a 
thief, or an evil-doer, or as a meddler in other men's 
matters: but if a man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this name" (1 
Pet. 4:15-16). But that God punishes obstinate and 
rebellious sinners to force them to repent or to make 
them holy is most emphatically denied. The doctrine 
is here indicted as irrational, unphilosophical, un
scriptural, and anti-scriptural. 

Considering the question philosophically, we ob
serve that it is the province of mind power to control 
mind; moral power, to control heart and moral na-

The Eternal Kingdom 
by F. W. Mattox 

This is history of the church from _its divine estab
lishment in the first century, through the apostasy, 
reformation, and restoration of the 20th century New 
Testament Christianity. The book has 33 chapters, 
divided into seven sections which are: Divine 
Beginnings; Controversy and Departure A.D. 100-312; 
The Increase of Error A.D. 313-787; The Growth of 
Papal Power; Reformation Beginnings; The Protestant 
Reformation t 517- t 800; The Restoration - 19th 
Century. Brother Mattox's research and knowledge of 
his subject make this a very interesting book. BKAJOI 

Hardback • 358 pages 

$13.00 
$3.00 s&lz • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation o 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

September 2001 9 
Firm Foundation 



ture; physical power, to control physical nature. Any 
attempt to control mind and heart by physical force 
is as foolish and futile as to try to control matter by 
thinking and feeling. 

If punishment purifies the heart, then all the 
long-time inmates of our penal institutions ought to 
be saints. Both Catholics and Protestants have made 
the terrible mistake of adopting this heathen idea, 
and their history is stained with bloody crimes com
mitted in the belief that they could purify a sinner's 
heart by torturing his body. Fagot, fire, dungeon, 
rack, and wheel have all been used as a "means of 
grace" to force a renunciation of heresy and a belief 
of the truth. On this same hypothesis the heathen 
mutilate their own bodies in their devotions. Out of 
this doctrine have come two widespread and danger
ous errors. They are Roman Catholic penance and 
universal salvation. In life the Catholics do penance 
for their sins, and after death ~hey are saved through 
purgatorial expurgations. Archbishop Purcell said, in 
his debate with Alexander Campbell, that he "had no 
doubt that there were popes then in purgatory expi
ating their crimes in its penal fires." The universalist 
or restorationist saves all mankind through the refin
ing influence of suffering in this life and also in the 
subterranean darkness of the Tartarean world. 

This doctrine is unscriptural because it vitiates 
the atonement and makes the sinner atone for his 
own sins in suffering. He should, therefore, sing 
glory to suffering instead of glory to the Savior. 

What Say the Scriptures? 
The Bible teach~s that the purpose of eternal punish
ment - eternal destruction, which means eternal 
banishment - is the same as that which prompts us 
to deport radicals from the United States - to be 
free of their presence and safe from their distur-
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bance. Our God has designed that his children have a 
home where "the wicked cease from troubling; and 
there the weary are at rest" U ob 3: 17). God com
manded the children of Israel to stone to death both 
man and woman when they were taken in adultery; 
not to correct their morals and purify their hearts, 
but "thou shalt put away the evil from the midst of 
thee" (Deut. 22:24 ). Mter the wicked have all been 
banished, the righteous "look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. 
3:13). Nothing that defiles can ever enter the sweet 
home of the soul. '~d there shall in no wise enter 
into it anything unclean, or he that maketh an 
abomination and a lie: but only they that are written 
in the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. 21:27). 

But What Will Become of the Wicked? 
(1) They shall be without the city. "Without are dogs, 
and sorcerers." (2) They shall be driven from the 
presence of God forever. "Who shall suffer punish
ment, even eternal destruction from the face of the 
Lord and from the glory of his might" (2 Thess. 1:9). 
(3) They shall go to a place that was prepared for the 
devil and his angels. They did the devil's will, be
came partakers of his nature, and they must, there
fore, share his destiny. "Begone from me, with the 
curse resting upon you, into the fire of the ages 
(aionion, eternal fire) which has been prepared for 
the devil and his angels" (Matt. 25:41 -
Weymouth's Translation.) (4) This will come after 
death. "Be not afraid of those who kill the body, but 
after that can do nothing further. I will warn you 
whom to fear: fear him who, after killing, has power 
to throw into Gehenna" (Matt. 10:28 -
Weymouth). (5) This state of the wicked will be eter
nal. '~nd these shall go away into eternal punish
ment: but the righteous into eternal life" (Matt. 
25 :46). The same word is used here, both in the 
Greek and the English, to measure the duration of 
the punishment of the wicked and describe the 
length of the life of the righteous. If the punishment 
is limited, then so must be the life of the righteous, 
by all rules of either language or logic. In the Greek, 
the word is "aionion," and is translated "eternal'! in 
the American Revised Version, Living Oracles, by 
Bloomfield, by Westcott and Hort, by George Ricker 
Berry, and many other ancient and modern versions. 

The Valley of Hinnom 
But it is said that Gehenna is derived from "Ge 
Hinnom," which was a valley a few miles southwest 
of Jerusalem, where the idolatrous Jews offered their 



children to Moloch, the fire god. This is true; but it 
must be remembered that such cruel worship had 
been stopped, and the valley had been polluted by 
Josiah some four hundred years before 

Christ came into the world (2 Kings 23: 1 0). The 
place was not Gehenna; but Gehenna, an entirely dif
ferent place, had derived its name from that awful 
valley. When Christ said, "Fear him who after you are 
dead may cast your soul into Gehenna," he certainly 
did not mean that God would cast the soul into the 
Valley of Hinnom, three miles southwest of Jerusa
lem. The word "heaven" originally meant anything 
that was heaved; hence, in the Bible it is frequently 
applied to a mountain. It meant that which is high, 
and men came to think of God's high dwelling as 
heaven. Both heaven and hell have derived their 
names from something else, and one is just as real as 
the other. But it will be noticed that of all of the quo
tations that have been used in this article, only one of 
them contains the word "Gehenna," and we could 
easily omit that and prove the point. If any reader will 
take the trouble to read the following references, he 
will still be further convinced that the doctrine can be 
proved without using either "Sheol," "Hades," 
"Tartarus," or "Gehenna." Neither word is used in 
any of the passages. Read them all. (Dan. 12: 1-4; Luke 
13:25-27; John 5:28-29; Matt. 13:40-43; Rom. 2:2-
6; 1 Pet. 4:17, 18;2 Thess. 1:6-10; Matt. 7:13). 
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God-breathed'' Scriptures 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

1. Divine Breathing 
In the creation of the universe, "By the word of Je
hovah were the heavens made, and all the host of 
them by the breath of his mouth (Psa. 33:6). "The 
Spirit of God was hovering above the waters" (Gen. 
1:2). 

In the creation of the "first man Adam" (1 Cor. 
15 :45), God as a potter "formed" (yasar, "molded") 
some "dust" ('aphar, "clay") into the shape of a hu
man being, and "breathed" (naphah) "the breath of 
life" into the dead clay, "and the man became a living 
being" (Gen. 2:7). 

In the creation of the Bible, "every Scripture" 
was "God breathed" (theopneustos, 2 Tim. 3:16) 
into selected authors "guided by the Holy Spirit" 
(2 Pet. 1:21) to write "words taught by the Spirit" 
(1 Cor. 2: 13 ). The Greek word heopneustos, "God 
breathed," the lexicons (Thayer, B-G-D) translate as 
"inspired by God," which means divine breathing. 

In anticipation of the day of Pentecost, May 28, 
A.D. 30, the birthday of the church and of the king
dom, Jesus "breathed on" the apostles, "and said to 
them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit"' Uohn 20:22). 

The scriptures are also called "living oracles" 
(logia zonta, Acts 7:38; Rom. 3:2; Heb. 5:12). An 
"oracle" (logion) \is "any utterance of God" (Thayer, 
379). Christians are to speak as "the oracles of God" 
(1 Pet. 4: 11). 

II. Verbal Inspiration 
In verbal inspiration, inspired men "guided by the 
Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21) did not have to think of 
what words that they should speak or write, for it 
was given to them "in that hour" what to say or 
write (Matt. 10: 19). They were told, "Settle it there
fore in your hearts, not to meditate beforehand how 
to answer" (Luke 21:14). In such situations, they 
were "not the ones speaking, but" it was the "Spirit 
of the Father" speaking through them (Matt. 10:20). 
They were "filled with the Holy Spirit," and on occa
sion spoke "in other languages, as the Spirit was in
spiring them" (Acts 2:4). 

Bible lnfonet 
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A startling example of verbal inspiration, "words 
taught by the Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:13 ), is the word 
politeuomai, "to behave as a citizen" (Thayer, 528). 
Inspired letters were written to Timothy, to the He
brews, to "scattered strangers throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" (1 Pet. 
1:1), and to the Christians in Corinth, Thessalonica, 
Colosse, Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, and to Laodicea, but to none of 
these would the word politeuomai (Phil. 1 :2 7) be ac
curate.· Only the Philippians could be told to "be
have" as "citizens." 

The inhabitants of other cities and districts were 
all subjects of Rome, but not citizens. On the con
trary, the inhabitants of Philippi were citizens of 
Rome as if they lived in the seven-hilled metrop
olis. Philippi had been designated by Julius Caesar 
in 42 B.C. as a Roman "colony," and confirmed by 
Augustus Caesar in 31 B.C. (T. H. Horne, Introduc
tion, I, 22; Bible Dictionary, 99), and mentioned by 
Luke (Acts 16:12). 

A city designated as a "colony" of Rome was al
lowed self-government (libertas), freedom from im
perial taxes, and enjoyed the same rights as Italian citi
zens (jus ltalicum, Interpreters' Bible). Citizens of 
Philippi took pride in saying that they were "Romans" 
(Acts 16:21), though they were some 300 miles away. 
Was Paul's singular use of the word politeuomai acci
dental? Or should one simply stand in amazement at 
the preciseness of verbal inspiration? 

Paul used a form of politeuomai a second time in 
the Philippian letter, this time not to teach Christians 
how to behave as Roman citizens, but, building on 
their political relationship, to teach them about their 
spiritual citizenship in a commonwealth better far 
than the Roman: "our citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. 
3 :20). On this earth, Philippi was a colony belonging 
to Rome, but those who were Christians in Philippi 
were also "a colony of heavenly citizens" (Dibelius in 
B-G-D, 686). 

Paul's word "our" (hem on, Phil. 3 :20) puts him 
into a class by himself among the apostles, and is an
other example of the preciseness of verbal inspira
tion. Paul is the only one of the apostles known to 



have been a Roman citizen ("I was Roman born," 
Acts 22:28), and so is the only one with a dual citi
zenship, one in Rome, and one in heaven. Paul was 
united with the Philippian Christians, both being en
franchised in the earthly city of Rome and in the 
heavenly "city of God" Civitas Dei, "the Heavenly 
Commonwealth" (Augustine, A.D. 354-430, cited by 
David Smith, The Life and Letters of St. Paul, 512). 

Ill. Plenary Inspiration 

Verbal inspiration is "inspiration that attaches to the 
very words used in voicing the inspired message" 
(Webster), whereas plenary inspiration is "inspira
tion that is perfect in the utterance of the inspired 
word," making it "full, entire, complete, absolute," 
but not in dictated words. 

In plenary inspiration, inspired men "guided by 
the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :21), did think of what 
words that they would speak or write. "The words of 
the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem," 
were not directly given, but were "pondered and 
sought out" by Solomon, with the result that he "set 
in order many proverbs" (Eccl. 1:1; 12:9). "The 
Preacher sought to find out acceptable words, ... 
words of truth" (Eccl. 12:10). 

Plenary inspiration, "guided by the Holy Spirit" 
(2 Pet. 1:21), means supervisory inspiration over 
Solomon's words in Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, and the 
Song of Solomon (1 Kings 3: 12; 4:29). Solomon's 
"wisdom" was what "God had put in h~s heart" 
(1 Kings 10:24). As a result Solomon was "wiser than 
all men" and he spoke "three thousand proverbs; and 
his songs were a thousand and five" (1 Kings 4:31-
32). 

Similarly, supervisory inspiration was given to 
"Luke, the beloved physician" (Col. 3:14). Doctor 
Luke engaged in careful research before writing a 
word, "having traced the course of all things accu
rately from the first" (Luke 1:3). 

William Kirk Hobart, Medical Language of St. 
Luke, found 480 medical terms in Luke-Acts, all of 
which became words of the Holy Spirit. Thus God 
allowed the physician, in writing the Gospel of Luke 
and the Acts of the Apostles, to use Luke's own 
words from the medical profession. 

The very first word written by the physician for 
the Gospel of Luke, Epeideper ("Forasmuch," Luke 
1:1, ASV), was used by "the father of medicine," 
Hippocrates (460-337 B.C., and Dr. Galen (another 
physician), in medical works (William Kirk Hobart, 
ibid.). 

Luke's word (and so, what the Spirit approved) 
epecheiresan, "have taken in hand" (Luke 1:1, ASV), 
was also a medical term used by Hippocrates: ''As 
many as have taken in hand [epecheiresan] to speak 
or write concerning the healing art." 

Luke's word (and so, the Spirit's word) diagesin 
("narrative," Luke 1:1, ASV), was used 75 times by 
Dr. Galen in referring to the writings of Hippocrates. 
In diagesin we see the word "diagnosis." 

Luke's word (and so, the Spirit's word) autoptai 
("eye witnesses," Luke 1 :2, ASV), is the medical term 
for "autopsy." Somebody wrote that plenary inspira
tion produces "the word of God in the words of 
men." 

A professor in one of "our universities" (?) 
teaches young preachers against Spirit-controlled 
inspiration, both verbal and plenary, because Paul 
was "not able to remember whom he had baptized 
at Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:16). The Spirit, who "searches 
all things, yes, the deep things of God" (1 Cor. 
2:10), knows why he allowed Paul to tell of his 
lapse of memory, perhaps because the Spirit wanted 
us to know that who does the baptizing is not im
portant. 

As God allowed Solomon's "pondered and 
sought out" words to become the Spirit's words, and 
as he allowed Luke's "traced" out words to become 
the Spirit's words, so God, in his infinite wisdom 
(Psa. 147:5), allowed Paul's words to become the 
Spirit's words. The solid fact remains that Paul was 
"not speaking in words taught by human wisdom, 
but in words taught by the Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:13). 
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Is The Future Now? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

A survey was given in the summer of 2001 to 
graduate students in a course on the History 
of the Restoration Movement which may be 

reflective of the beliefs of members of churches of 
Christ in many parts. Of the class of 22 there were 
19 who participated in the survey conducted by stu
dents. All are members of the church except one. 
The students are full time preachers, youth ministers 
and two are women who work with a campus minis
try in a state university. 

The professor of the class divided the class into 
groups of three to study and report on topics of in
strumental music, the missionary society and 
whether the division in the church was caused by the 
Civil War rather than a question of Bible authority. 
Also the question of the "democratic church" idea 
was discussed. Some religions determine practices by 
a popular vote. One seminar group devised a survey 
which was given to the class. The professor said he 
did not prepare the survey, and it was done by the 
student group. 

The four questions and the answers below have 
been confirmed by two students in the class. 

1. Should the church have an official office of a 
"Deaconess?" Yes.- 15; No - 4 

2. If a person is genuinely ignorant concerning 
salvation, and they never obey the gospel (i.e. are 
never baptized), would they be saved? Yes- 16; No 
-3 

3. Is instrumental music a question of faith or 
opinion? Faith- 3; Opinion- 15 

4. How should the silence of the scriptures be 
interpreted? Prohibitive- 1; Not absolute - 15; 
Beyond interpretation - 3 

What might this survey mean for the future of 
the church? It possibly means that some of the intel
ligent and educated students will introduce their 
views to young people and congregations. When the 
new doctrines are foisted on the church it is likely 
that a large number of leaders and members will fol
low the popular and easy route. Also, it reveals that 
the church has been unforgivably negligent in teach
ing the fundamentals of the Word of God. Bible au-

14 ~ff~eF~~~d;~~~ 

thority has not been properly taught. It means that 
young people have not been grounded in the truth, 
and they have had an insufficient spiritual diet. The 
church must be "nourished up in the words of fa ith 
and of good doctrine" (1 Tim. 4 :6) . Why not begin 
now with the small children and youth to save them 
from the approaching catastrophe? Furthermore, it 
must be perfectly clear that the right doctrine and 
practice cannot be the "voice of the people" but 
rather God and his word are the final authority 
(Heb. 1:1-2; Col. 3 :17; 1 Pet. 4:11). 

For the last few decades effort has been made to 
peer into the future of the church. Unauthorized 
changes and unbiblical teaching is observed in 
strongholds of the faith . The future is now. 
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Creedal Statements 
By Richard Norman 

0 n Public Radio, a spokesman of the South 
ern Baptist Convention, which recently met 
in New Orleans, said that a new "creedal 

statement" had been approved by the convention. 
The spokesman said that it had not been updated for 
many years, and "it was time to do so." 

Since "creedal statements" are changed and up
dated from time to time, it is imperative that every 
gospel preacher obtain a copy of the current "creedal 
statement" of every denomination and Christian cult 
to know exactly what they teach. For example, if the 
Presbyterian church no longer teaches "Calvinism," 
to preach against "Calvinism" would be "beating a 
dead horse." "Creedal statements" are important. 

James O'Kelly was an educated and ordained 
Methodist minister in the late 1700s in North Caro
lina and Virginia. He was devout and read his Bible 
faithfully. Soon he became disturbed about the teach
ings of the Methodist's "creedal statement" and the 
teachings of the New Testament. 

At a church conference in Baltimore in 1793, he 
called on his fellow Methodist ministers to abandon 
the Methodist's "creedal statement" and use only the 
New Testament for church doctrine and practice. 
The conference voted to reject his appeal, but 
O'Kelly was successful in converting 7,000 of his fel
low ministers from the Methodist church to simple 
New Testament Christianity. 

Does that not astound you? If you had an oppor
tunity to address a convention of a major denomina
tion, would you be able to convert 7,000 ministers? 
Would I? Would we even try? Have you ever won
dered what O'Kelly said in that address? How many 
preachers today have converted 7,000 in a lifetime, 
much less one sermon? 

Barton W. Stone, a Presbyterian minister, did vir
tually the same thing. He found the "creedal state
ment" of the Presbyterian church differed from the 
New Testament, renounced the Presbyterian church 
and it's "creedal statement," and sought to restore 
New Testament Christianity. Stone's biographer 
claims that he baptized 1,000 souls per year for 16 
straight years. Stone and others of the American Res
toration Movement were often invited to speak at 

various denominational churches; many times they 
converted whole congregations. Cong~;egations re
nounced their denomination and its "creedal state
ment" and became simple New Testament Christians. 

How many of us who preach have baptized 
16,000 in our lifetime, or better yet, how many of us 
have baptized 1,000 in our lifetime. I sometimes 
think I haven't a clue as to how to preach the gospel. 

Elias Smith and Abner Jones were Baptists, but 
renounced the Baptist church and its "creedal state
ment," severed their ties, and became Christians only. 

Alexander Campbell had been a Presbyterian and 
a Baptist before coming to the concept of restoring 
the original church of Christ. 

On the Day of Pentecost, the first day of the 
church, 3,000 were baptized as a result of preaching, 
and the next day, 5,000 men. Again and again, the 
New Testament tells of multitudes of both men and 
women who obeyed the gospel and were baptized as 
a result of preaching. 

When I was a boy, I often witnessed many bap
tisms as the result of preaching. I recall very clearly a 
night when Horace W. Busby baptized more than 20 
in a single service. 

I was a teenager, and was leading the singing in a 
small Texas town where my grandfather, Luther 
Norman, preached. The meeting lasted two full 
weeks, and about 100 souls were saved as a result of 
preaching. 

Why are we not having the success in our preach
ing of Pentecost, James O'Kelly, Barton W. Stone or 
even Horace W. Busby today? I know why. 

On Pentecost, Peter told the most devoutly reli
gious people of his day that they were religiously 
wrong and eternally lost. They needed desperately to 
be saved, and 3,000 were baptized in one day. 

James O'Kelly exposed the errors of the Method
ist "creedal statement," taught the truth, and whole 
congregations renounced their denomination, threw 
away their "creedal statements," severed their ties, 
and changed the names on their church buildings. 

Barton Stone did the same thing, and in the days 
when our preachers would say, "Here's what the 
Baptists teach, and here's what the New Testament 
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teaches," many souls were saved by preaching, not 
by "personal evangelism." 

In the days when our brethren spoke our against 
doctrinal errors, churches of Christ were the fastest 
growing group in America. Through the 1950s, how
ever, it became "unfashionable" ro preach against 
"creedal statements" and doctrinal errors, and 
preaching lost its power ro save. Churches of Christ 
are no longer the fastest growing. 

Today, a Methodist lady may attend a church of 
Christ for a year and never have any idea that the 
doctrine of her denomination is even different from 
churches of Christ, much less wrong. The differences 
she may notice may seem ro her only "cosmetic," but 
certainly nothing serious, and certainly nothing to af
fect her eternal sa lvation. She will very li kely not un
derstand that she is lost and needs to be saved. H ow 
can a person learn they are holding a false doctrine if 
it is never explai ned to them? 

Some time ago, I received a letter from a man who 
read my weekly newspaper column in our loca l paper. 
He was considering visiting us for worship, but he first 
wanted to "review our creedal statement." I tried to 

explain to him that churches of Christ do not have a 
"creedal statement." We have no "official document" 
to identify us. We have no hierarchy ro dictate any 
thing. We just teach what the New Testament teaches. 
We don't have and don' t need a "creedal statement." 
We have the New Testament. 

People are not taught much through preaching 
roday. Most preaching is superficial -Band-Aids for 
the cancer of sin. 

The Bible says, "It pleased God by the foolish
ness of preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 
1:21). Much of today's preaching is not pleasing to 
God because it is not preaching ro save. 
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practical application. pb 181 pgs . .. ............ S8.00 

God Knew He Needed Her 
by Cleon Lyles 
This book presents a down·to-earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib," a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs. 
.................................................................... 9.00 

If You Would See Good Days 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Everyone longs for the good days, so our task is 
to learn how to meet this task and challenge -a 
wonderful and gratifying possibliity. Our creator 
tells us how. This book deals with these divinely
given principles. Thirteen chapters, a variety of 
needed topics, practical,concise,and easy to 
read. A study of the principles in this book will 
enrich your life. pb 136 pgs. 
...................................................... .......... .... 7.95 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
time for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 
non-Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; current issues, 
troublesome issues in the home and church; 
special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards or wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs .......... 8.95 

No Greater Joy 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspiration for one's 

"'"'*~~~ growth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to·woman, discussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs ........... .. 7.95 

Woman: A Biblical Quest 
by Owen D. Olbricht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in 
the home, in the church, and in the community. 
Neither an effort to uphold nor condemn a 
tradition, but rather an effort to discover the 
message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs . 
............................................ .. ................... ... 8 .00 
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SiHing at the Feet of Baptist Scholars 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

Before anyone reads this article, I want them to 
know that I have a great appreciation for 
the education that I have received from Bap

tist scholars, denominational scholars, and my own 
brethren. However, I have not always agreed with 
what I was taught - even from my own brethren. I 
have the freedom and the responsibility to examine 
any teaching presented by anyone (Acts 17: 11; Luke 
8:18; Mark 4:24). But, I will always consider my 
education at Dallas Baptist University a blessing. 
Most of the material with which I was presented was 
biblical truth. It has made me a much better Bible 
teacher. 

I earned a Masters degree in religion from Dallas 
Baptist University in 1992. Over a fourteen year pe
riod at DBU, I took 78 college hours (45 graduate 
and 33 undergraduate in Greek, Hebrew, Theology, 
and Philosophy). Some of my own brethren look at 
my educational background and see DBU in my 
resume and immediately I am considered suspect -
a possible liberal. It is only after they have heard me 
teach and preach that they relax and realize that I be
lieve in the "one faith" and "one baptism" of Chris
tianity. I believe attending DBU has helped me un
derstand the Baptist position - more so than just 
hearsay. I now know what they think and why they 
think it. 

I have no animosity or ill-will towards any Bap
tist or denominational scholar. I do not question 
their sincerity! But, the clear teaching of the Bible is 
that sincerity does not equal approval from God. 
The apostle Paul said, "For I bear them witness that 
they have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge" (Rom. 10:2). Jesus said, "Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). 

What I question and disagree with is their under
standing and application of the Bible- not their sin
cerity. What I want to do is to take them aside and 
teach them "the way of God more accurately" (Acts 
18:26). We must all realize that it is possible to 
"twist," "wrest," or "pervert" the meaning of Scrip
ture (2 Pet. 3:14-18). We must be good Bible students 

so that we will not pervert the meaning of Scripture. 
I would like to relate a true story and then give 

an application. I have been a number sense coach for 
many years and attended many contests - 134 to be 
exact. At one contest we were grading papers and we 
were arguing about the correct answer for one ob
scure problem. There were 40 coaches in the room. 
One of the coaches - not me - was adamant that 
he was right and the rest of us were wrong. He was 
so adamant that we decided to go with his view and 
accept his answer. I thought he was wrong. When I 
arrived at my house, I researched the problem. Lo 
and behold - he was right! This does not mean that 
just because one is adamant that he is right. This 
does mean that only one person can be right while 
many people can be wrong. Just because many 
people hold a certain belief, that does not make them 
right! I have said that to say this. Let us be truth
seekers Oohn 4:23). If someone shows us truth, let 
us accept it because it is the truth. Unfortunately, 
many people who believe and claim they are follow
ing Jesus will one day find out they were wrong 
(Matt. 7:22-23). 

The Question of Acts 2:38 

It was on November 10, 1980, when I was sitting in 
a sophomore Greek class at Dallas Baptist University 
that the Baptist professor discussed Acts 2:38. I was 
the only member of the church of Christ in a class 
with 25 Baptist preacher boys. Of course I was very 
eager to hear their discussion qf the passage. The 
professor threw out the question to the class, "How 
do you handle the Greek preposition eis in Acts 
2:38?" Silence covered the room. No one said any
thing. You could have heard a pin drop. Then one of 
the Baptist preacher boys said, "Translate it because 
of." The professor quickly responded, "If you trans
late it 'because of,' you mess up and destroy repen
tance. Since repentance is connected with baptism, 
the translation 'because of' creates more problems 
than it solves." 

Again the professor asked, "How do you handle 
the Greek preposition eis in Acts 2:38 ?" Again si
lence came upon the room. Finally one of the Baptist 
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preacher boys responded, "Well professor - how 
would you translate eis?" As long as I live, I will never 
forget what he said. The professor said, "Translate it 
'for' and go on." 

Now my dear reader, do you see what he did? By 
translating eis with the word "for," he was putting 
ambiguity in the passage. The word "for" in English 
can look backwards or forwards. However, in Greek 
the preposition eis is prospective not retrospective. 
The professor recognized that one does not repent 
because he has already been saved. One repents with 
a view to be saved. He acknowledged and recognized 
that the commands to repent and be baptized are 
both modified by the phrase "for the remission of 
your sins." In fact, he later said, "If you put the trans
lation 'because of' for eis, then one repents because 
his sins have already been remitted. That is absurd. 
Repentance comes before salvation not after." 

The coordinating conjunction "and" in Acts 2:38 
means that one repents "and" is baptized for the same 
reason - that is "unto" the remission of sins. The 
normal meaning of the Greek preposition eis is "into, 
unto, moving toward, with a view to." In his interlin
ear Dr. Alfred Marshall defines eis in Acts 2:38 "with 
a view to." The Greek word eis is found 1773 times 
in the Greek New Testament and not one time is it 
translated "because of" in the KJV or the ASV. (Note: 
153 scholars worked on those translations.) 

The professor side-stepped the main issue on 
whether eis looks forwards or backwards. Acts 2:38 is 
clear that both repentance and baptism are done 
"with a view towards" the remission of sins. Baptism 
comes at the point of salvation not after (Rom. 6:17-
18). At the last supper, Jesus said he would shed his 
blood "unto remission of sins" (Matt. 26 :28). In Mat
thew 26:28 the Greek phrase is eis aphesin 
hamartion. Did Jesus go to the cross and shed his 
blood "with a view to" remitting our sins or "because 
of" the fact that our sins had already been forgiven? 
Obviously, the first view is correct. In Acts 2:38 the 
phrase "unto the remission of your sins" is eis aphesin 
ton harmartion humors. Notice the phrases are al
most identical in words - the point is that they are 
identical in meaning. 

Jesus went to the cross with a view to remitting 
our sins. We are to repent and be baptized for the 
same reason - with a view to remitting our sins. 
Baptism looks forward to "remission of sins" - not 
backwards because our sins have already been remit
ted. 

18 
Just because a minority of people hold to this po-
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sition does not. mean they are wrong! One does not 
decide on a matter of truth by a majority vote. Truth 
is settled by facts. 

The Question of Mark 16:16 
The professor said that Mark 16:16 is ambiguous. 
Many scholars avoid the problem of Mark 16:16 by 
saying that the verse is not a part of the canon of the 
New Testament. However, he accepted the verse as 
a legitimate part of the gospel. 

He said that Mark 16:16 has two possible inter
pretations. One is that belief and water baptism are 
essential for salvation. A second is that belief is re
quired for salvation and water baptism is the as
sumed expected corollary -but water baptism it
self does not have anything to do with salvation. 

He said because the second part of Mark 16:16 
does not mention any condemnation for not being 
baptized, he takes the second interpretation. Jesus 
said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved." He did not say, "He that believeth and is not 
baptized shall be saved." Anyone who claims that 
baptism is not essential to salvation is inserting the 
word "not" into what Jesus said. 

God told Adam that if he ate of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, "thou shalt surely die" 
(Gen. 2:18). Satan came along and said, "Ye shall 
not surely die" (Gen. 3:4 ). Satan added the word 
not to what God said. Anyone who adds to the word 
of God becomes a worker of Satan. We are told not 
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to add to the word of God (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 
30:5-6; Matt. 4:4; 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1 :8-9; 3:15; Rev. 
22:18-19). 

The main sentence in Mark 16:16 is he "shall be 
saved." The verbs "believeth" and "is baptized" are 
aorist tense participles in the Greek New Testament. 
They describe the one who shall be saved. Charles R. 
Smith says, "Though aorist participles do not indi
cate tense in themselves, they do have special time 
relationships with the leading verb or the time of the 
context. The majority of aorist participles indicate 
time antecedent to the leading verb." Therefore, 
Mark 16: 16 means that the actions belief and bap
tism occur before being saved or at the same time of 
being saved but not following salvation. 

My professor believed because Mark 16:16 did 
not add to the second part "and is not baptized shall 
be damned" that baptism is not necessary for salva
tion. However, consider this parallel: "He that puts 
food in his mouth and swallows it shall have good 
health, but he that does not put food in his mouth 
shall die." There is no need to add: ''And does not 
swallow it shall die." That phrase would not be nec
essary because if he does not put food in his mouth, 
there is absolutely no way he could swallow food! 
Also consider: 

"He that goeth out of the building and crosses 
the street shall receive $100, but he that goeth not 
out of the building shall not receive the $100." 
There is no reason to add: ''And does not cross the 
street" to the second part. If he stays in the building, 
he cannot cross the street. Obviously, if one does not 
believe on Jesus, he will not be baptized. It is impor
tant to realize that it is possible to believe in Jesus 
but not obey him and be baptized. The "rulers" of 
the Jews in John 12:42-43 "believed on" Jesus but 
would not confess him because they loved the praise 
of men more than the praise of God. They "be
lieved" but will not be saved! 

The Question of I Corinthians I: 17 
My professor believed that 1 Corinthians 1:17 
teaches that water baptism is not essential to salva
tion. He said, "If water baptism is essential to salva
tion, how could the apostle Paul possibly say that 
Christ had not sent him to baptize but to preach?" 

I would like to ask, "When Paul did baptize, did 
he sin?" 

My professor did not understand the concept of 
a relative negation or a not-but passage. The Bible is 
full of these figures of speech, i.e. relative negations. 

In John 12:44 Jesus said, "He that believeth on me, 
believeth not on me, but on him that sent me." This 
is a relative negation. He that believes on Jesus be
lieves not only on him or merely on him or just on 
him but he also believes on the Father. Notice the 
words not and but. In a relative negation after the 
word not one can insert into the meaning the words 
only or merely or just. The not phrase is not abso
lute. 

In John 6:27 Jesus said, "Work not for the food 
which perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto 
eternal life." If one takes the not phrase in an abso
lute sense, then we cannot have a secular job and 
draw wages or work to eat. But, Jesus did not mean 
that (1 Tim. 5:8). The point Jesus was making is that 
we should work not only or merely or just for the 
physical food which perishes, but we should give pri
mary importance to our souls! 

In 1 Corinthians 1: 17 we have a relative nega
tion. Paul said, "For Christ 'sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel." Paul was not sent only to 
baptize or merely to baptize or just to baptize but 
also to preach the gospel. 

Paul did baptize people. He along with the other 
apostles were sent to baptize. The point he is making 
in 1 Corinthians 1 is that the person doing the baptiz-
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ing is not the important thing. Preaching should lead 
people to be baptized (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; Matt. 
28:18-20). When white missionaries go to Africa to 
preach, they baptize very few. They get their native 
converts to do the baptizing as soon as possible. The 
missionaries want to teach that the person doing the 
baptizing is not the important concept. Years ago, 
some black people thought that if they were not bap
tized by a white missionary that their baptism was not 
valid. Our missionaries have learned. 

The Question of Acts 22:16 
My professor said, "It is the calling on the name of 
the Lord that brings about the washing away of sins 
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- not the baptism." The word arise is a participle in 
Greek used with an imperative! sense. The verbs be 
baptized and wash away are both aorist middle im
peratives. The participle calling is an aorist middle. 
Baptists assume and want the participle calling to 
modify only wash away. However, since be baptized 
and wash away are both in the imperative mood 
linked with the coordinating conjunction and, the 
participle calling would best modify both the impera
tive verbs. The calling is an adverbial participle 
phrase that describes the action of the two main 
verbs. Therefore, the Bible is teaching that one has 
his sins washed away in baptism. The apostle Peter 
said that "baptism" does now "save us" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

One "calls on the name of the Lord" by obeying 
what the Lord commands. This is not a mere audible 
call. Jesus said, "Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say" (Luke 6:46). Jesus 
equated "calling on him" with obedience (Matt. 
7:21). See also Isaiah 55:6-7. "Calling on the name 
of the Lord" is tantamount to "obeying the Lord." 
Can one ignore what the Lord has commanded and 
still have his sins removed? No! 

In Acts 9:6 Paul is told, "But rise, and enter into 
the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do." 
In Acts 22:16 Paul is given two imperatives (an im
perative is a command, a must). Baptism is a must. It 
is something that must be done. It is not an optional 
thing that one can take it or leave it. 

The Question of Cornelius in Acts 1 0-11 
My professor admitted the difficulty of the above 

- passages. However, he took the position that the case 
of Cornelius proved conclusively that baptism was 
nonessential. He started a survey through the book 
of Acts. He said that in Acts 3:19 baptism is not men
tioned. He said, "If water baptism is essential for sal
vation, it is criminal negligence to omit it- but Pe
ter omitted it." 

He then goes to Acts 5:31 and brings out that 
baptism is not mentioned. He says absolutely noth
ing about Acts 8 and 9 and the explicit statements of 
baptism. He then proceeds to Acts 10:43 and points 
out the absence of baptism. He again said, "Peter is 
guilty of criminal negligence if water baptism is es
sential for salvation. But, Peter left it out." 

He then points out in Acts 10:44 that the Holy 
Spirit falls on the people. He said: 

One cannot receive the gift of tongues unless he 
has been born again. Now, at last, we have a 
clear cut unambiguous passage. A totally under
standable passage. Peter's preaching brought sal-



vation. After they were saved, they were bap
tized. This is indisputable evidence that water 
baptism is a symbol to be administered after sal
vation not before. Obviously, God does not pour 
out the Holy Spirit upon unbelievers. That is an 
absurdity. 

One thing he said that I agree with is: "We must 
take the clear unambiguous passages to help us un
derstand the difficult passages. We must not allow 
ambiguous passages to contradict the clear teaching 
of Scripture." 

Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; and 1 Peter 3:21 are 
clear unambiguous passages that teach that baptism 
is essential for salvation. The case of Cornelius must 
be understood in light of the clear passages. 

As far as Cornelius is concerned, my professor 
believed that it was an absurdity to claim that God 
pours out the Holy Spirit upon unbelievers. My dear 
reader, please notice that is something that he "as
sumes." What it boils down to is this - his "assump
tion" of his understanding of the case Cornelius is 
the conclusive proof that baptism has nothing to do 
with salvation. 

If God can talk through a donkey, why can't he 
send his Holy Spirit on unsaved people? The case of 
Cornelius is a unique exceptional event and not to be 
taken as normative for all time. The "one baptism" 
of Ephesians 4:5 which is the same as the Great 
Commission baptism of Matthew 28:18-20 is nor
mative for all time. 

In Joel 2:28 God says, "I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh." '~ll flesh" means Jews- covenanted 
people and Gentiles - uncovenanted people. My 
Baptist Hebrew professor said "all flesh" means Jews 
and Gentiles. In Acts 2:33 the Holy Spirit is poured 
out on the Jews. In Acts 10:45 the Holy Spirit is 
poured out on the Gentiles. The purpose of the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit on Cornelius was not 
for salvation but for the purpose of showing Peter 
that the Gentiles were now candidates to come into 
the kingdom. 

It is completely an "assumption" on the part of 
my Baptist professor that they were believers and 
saved in the middle of Peter's sermon. The Bible 
does not say they were believers in the middle of the 
sermon. Even if they believed while Peter was 
preaching, this does not mean they were saved at the 
point of mental belief without baptism. 

My professor "assumes" that they were saved at 
the point of faith without works of obedience The 
"rulers" of the Jews "believed on" Jesus, but they 
were not saved when they believed Uohn 12:42-43). 

"Belief" gives one "the right to become" a child of 
God- it does not make one a child of God Qohn 
1:12). 

Peter did preach enough to initiate faith (Acts 
11:14). When Peter saw what had happened with 
Cornelius and had preached words to them to be 
saved, "He commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:48). Notice Peter 
"commanded" them to be baptized. Baptism is a 
command! Jesus is going to take to heaven those that 
obey him (Heb. 5 :9). 

Conclusion 
While I appreciate and agree with the majority of 
what I was taught at Dallas Baptist University, I have 
to reject some of what I was taught. Jesus prayed for 
unity Qohn 17:20-21). God is not the author of con
fusion (1 Cor. 14:33). Since there is division in the 
religious world, it is man's fault not God's. We must 
follow the clear and simple teaching of the Bible. We 
must always allow the simple passages to help us un
derstand the difficult ones. We must not let our "as
sumptions" be the basis of our understanding of 
scripture. Let us pay any price, extend every effort, 
repudiate any doctrine that is false to arrive at truth. 
Truth saves. If we expect to go to heaven, we must 
have a good and honest heart (Luke 8:15). 
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Preach the Word! 
By Weldon Longfield 

I have had the opportunity, especially recently, of 
visiting several congregations, meeting some 
fine brethren and hearing some solid, well

crafted sermons. In some churches, however, either a 
halfhearted effort or seemingly no effort at all is being 
made to preach the word of God. In the place of Bible 
filled gospel presentations, there has too often been a 
string of anecdotes and pathetic attempts at humor. 
Some preachers seem to be preaching decades-old 
outlines without adequately reviewing or updating 
them. Still other sermons are top heavy with illustra
tions, but with very little scripture being illustrated. 

Some ministers seem content with "clock preach
ing;" presenting their sermons in ten minutes and 
then rehashing them repeatedly until time runs out. 
In one sermon, the preacher revealed a pitifully un
sophisticated level of Bible knowledge, declaring, 
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"Since smoking is nowhere condemned in the Bible, 
I can't preach the Bible and preach against smoking." 
This "logic" also "proves" that one cannot preach 
against abortion or pornography, since neither of 
those sins is specifically mentioned in the Bible. 

Apparently he had overlooked a lesson of Gala
tians 5:19-21. In v. 19, Paul wrote, "The deeds of the 
flesh are evident." In v. 21 after itemizing several of 
those deeds, Paul wrote, "and things like these." The 
Bible teaches that it is "evident" what a work of the 
flesh is, even if not listed. Smoking, with its addictive 
nature and damaging consequences, is clearly carnal 
in nature. Had that preacher never read the Galatian 
letter? 

Sadly, many Christians, some without doubt in 
the very congregations where such presentations are 
the norm, long for plain, scripture-filled Bible ser
mons. In too many churches there is a "famine ... of 
hearing the word of God" (Amos 8: 11), and spiritu
ally starved brethren go wanting. Most, if not all, of 
the problems in the Lord's church can be traced back 
to inaccurate and inadequate preaching of the Bible. 
Hosea said, "My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge" (Hos. 4:6). What are characteristics of 
biblical preaching? 

Biblical Preaching Requires Thoughtful Preparation 
Paul wrote to Timothy, "Be diligent to present your
self approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of 
truth"(2 Tim. 2: 15). Correctly handling the Bible 
takes much time and arduous effort. Albert Barnes 
wrote of Paul's command to Timothy: 

The idea seems to be, that the minister of the 
gospel is to make a proper distribution of that 
word, adapting his instructions to the circum
stances and wants of his hearers, and giving to 
each that which will be fitted to nourish the soul 
for heaven (from Barnes' Notes, Electronic Da
tabase. Copyright © 1997 by Biblesoft). 

Paul "properly distributed the word" when he 
preached. He told the Ephesian elders, "For I did not 
shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of 
God" (Acts 20:27). Paul also gave each hearer what 
was necessary to "nourish the soul for heaven." He 



declared, "I did not shrink from declaring to you the 
whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:20). 

The responsibility enjoined in 2 Timothy 2:15 
cannot be discharged by digging out a decades-old 
outline, reviewing it in 20 minutes and then half
heartedly presenting it. It cannot be discharged by a 
chain of worn out anecdotes interspersed with the 
few scriptures still memorized, until the clock at the 
back of the building says "twelve." Earnest study lies 
behind every proper gospel sermon. 

Biblical Preaching Requires Scripture 
Sermons presented by inspired men were filled with 
scripture. In the abbreviated record (see Acts 2:40) 
of Peter's first gospel sermon, ten out of forty verses 
are passages from the Old Testament, the scriptures 
then available. In his sermon in Acts 3, no less than 
five Old Testament passages are quoted out of the fif
teen verses of the sermon. And these are sermons in 
which God also inspired the rest of the content. 

A sermon containing thousands of words with 
only five or six scriptural references lost in a sea of 
tired anecdotes, personal stories and corny jokes, 
little resembles the Bible-filled presentations of the 
New Testament. 

Biblical Preaching Requires Courage 
Biblical preaching is not a well-engineered attempt to 
avoid offending listeners. Christians with their minds 
set on heaven thirst for guidance and correction. Prov-
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erbs 15:5 says, "He who regards reproof is prudent." 
Psalm 119:147 NASU says, "I wait for Thy words." 

Yet there will be opposition to plain gospel 
preaching. Jesus said, "If the persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you" (John 15 :20). In the United 
States, persecution may take the form of slander, re
viling or untimely relocations. For the part time 
preacher, it may mean finding another place in the 
same area to preach. These are hardly life threaten
ing consequences for serving the God who has 
blessed us so much. Hebrews puts the matter in per
spective: "You have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding blood in your striving against sin" (Heb. 
12:4 ). Compared to the suffering endured by Chris
tians of ancient times, the downside risk of preaching 
boldly is minor. Isn't it about time to fill our sermons 
with the Bible as we have been instructed? 

Biblical Preaching Requires a Love for the Truth 
Paul wrote, "But speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, 
even Christ"(Eph. 4:14-15). Great proclaimers of 
the gospel were full of burning devotion to the truth. 
Isaiah saw the awesome vision of the Lord on his 
throne in his fearful majesty in Isaiah 6, and was 
asked, "Whom shall I send?" He eagerly answered, 
"Here I am. Send me" (Isa. 6:8). Jeremiah said, "Thy 
words were found and I ate them, and Thy words be
came for me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I 
have been called by Thy name, 0 Lord God of hosts" 
(Jer. 15: 16). Paul admonished preachers to be 
"speaking the truth in love" (Eph. 4: 15). 

Conclusion 
In some places, the church of Christ is flourishing. 
Souls are being won and brethren are being edified. 
Fellowship is a delight. Saints encourage one an
other. Other congregations, however, are characte.r
ized by lethargy, worship that is far from delightful, 
with misunderstandings, immature blunders and 
false teaching presented as truth. Yet there are few 
problems that cannot be cured with the vigorous 
proclamation of the gospel. 

Paul's admonition is especially apropos today: 
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God 
and of Christ jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by His appearing and His 
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
great patience and instruction (2 Tim. 4:1-2). 

4450 California Ave. K137 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
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Good News 
By Miles Stutts 

Good news is described as information that 
would encourage, inspire, elate and inform. 
Bad news is heard often. From the tabloids 

to the newsroom, bad news prevails. Very seldom 
will good news be heard about anything. 

Paul reminded the Corinthians of the good news 
of the gospel - the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus. H e told the Romans of the power of the gos
pel. It is the power of God unto salvatio n. Decatur 
Highway Church of Christ in Gardendale, Alabama, 
would like to share some good news about their con
gregation. It has experienced tremendous growth in 
the last 20 years, because of the power of God's 
word and the work of dedicated Christians. 

On May 3, 1981, the Decatur Highway Church 
of Christ began meeting in a rented building. There 
were 41 in attendance for the first worship service. 
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The church met in this location for 14 months. The 
establishment of the church in Gardendale was a re
sult of the work of Jack Black, Lewis Rice and others 
who recognized the community of Gardendale as a 
fertile mission field. 

The church initially received some financial sup
port from other congregations, but quickly became 
self-supporting and purchased property in 1982. 
Plans had been drawn, the lot clea red and 
groundbreaking was on ly two weeks away when a 
church building w ith classrooms (at 1750 Decatur 
Highway) became available for purchase . The build
ing had been in use only eleven mo nths. The pro
posal to buy the building was presented to the con
gregation and a unanimous decision was made to 
purchase the property and building. T he first meet
ing at the new facility was in August of 1982. 

Since its early beginning, God has blessed 
Decatur Highway C hu rch of Christ with solid 
growth, both spiritually and numerica lly. Since the 
property on Decatur Highway was purchased, 14 
classrooms have been added and other rooms con
verted for various uses. The largest additions have 
been a new auditorium Oanuary 1990), which will 
seat 5 00, and a new fellowsh ip facility Oanuary 
2001). Plans are now being considered to increase 
the auditorium seating capacity. 

The congregation has been served by three pulpit 
ministers: Jack Black (1981-1994), Mike Winkler 
(1994-1999) and in August of 1999, M iles Stutts was 
hi red as pulpit minister. He and his wife, Carla and 
their children, Drew, Ella, and Abby, moved to 
Gardendale from Florence, Alabama. 

From August of 1999 until the present, the 
church has flourished with tremendous growth. In 
less than two years, 85 have been baptized. Those 85 
are in the local work and do not include any foreign 
mission work. 

During that same time frame, 63 fami lies have 
placed membership, adding 149 new faces. The aver
age weekly attendance has increased by about 30 
percent. The present Sunday morni ng attendance is 
over 400 with 471 being the largest crowd on record 
on June 10, 2001. The working motto is: "When all 



work together for God, great things will happen." 
God has always blessed the elders with the wis

dom necessary to lead Decatur Highway Church of 
Christ. The church now has seven elders, Jack Black, 
J. T. Heron, Jean Marcrum, Sam Mays, Henry 
Parker, Glenn Priest, and J. C. Roberts. The congre
gation is also served by 17 deacons. 

The call to action for the members of the 
Decatur Highway Church of Christ is rooted in the 
great commission given by Jesus to his apostles. "Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature." There is no organized "visitation" pro
gram, but rather an appeal to every member to live 
and teach the gospel message in the community in 
which they live. They are encouraged to plant and 
water the seed of the gospel as Paul described in 1 
Corinthians 3:6. 

Letting people know that we are real and genu
ine in our love for God, for each other and for them 
is so important for those we come in contact with. 
Most of our growth has come during a time when 
our facilities were being renovated and additions 
were being made. Again, when all work together for 
God great things will happen. The elders of this con
gregation are great leaders with care for the present, 
and also vision for the future. 

I thank God for this congregation and the influ
ence it has in this area and throughout the world. 
May God help us in the effort to preach and teach 
the gospel and to spread the borders of his King
dom." P.O. Box 1171 

Gardendale, AL 35071 
FF 

A Happy Coincidence 
on a Desert Highway 
and Other Sermons 
by David Pharr 

The reader will find the familiar truth of God clothed in fresh 
thought. Lessons are presented in a manner which will chal
lenge one to want to do better and to be better. 

Preachers will find these lessons valuable for sermon re
search and preparation. They are structured in a manner that 
will cause one to see the truth unfold in a logical and scriptural 
fashion. The benefit for the pulpit and pew is abundant. 

$8.00 plus $2.50 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800) 572·3619 

The Assembling 
of Ourselves 

Together 
By Jesse Fonville 

Why do some Christians try to be at services 
"every time the doors are opened," yet, 
there are others who seem to be satisfied 

with just showing up once in a while? Then, there 
are some who seem to be able to meet about one 
time per week with the saints, usually Sunday morn
ing, but then the other times of worship are ignored. 
What is the difference between these people? And, 
which is pleasing to the Lord? 

Obviously there are some genuine "shut-ins," 
members who are not physically or mentally able to 
get around to go shopping, visiting, or to worship 
services. But there are some who can get around to 
most anything they want to but not Bible study and 
the public worship of God. The Lord knows this and 
sees this. I wonder how he feels about it? 

I sure don't want to wait until Judgment Day to 
find out. 

We all have the same amount of time -the same 
amount that the disciples in the first century had -
168 hours each week. We can use that time for self 
or for God. If we use most of it to be "clothed in 
purple and fine linen, and fare sumptuously every 
day," then we won't have any time, nor energy, left 
to serve God. If we think that "providing for our 
own" is to give our teenagers a new car and a paid
up college education, then we won't have the time 
nor money to do what God wants. 

God is seeking people who, from their hearts, 
want to worship him. 

People need to learn that worship is for our 
good, not the Lord's. It springs from hearts that are 
overflowing with love and thanksgiving. We are told 
to "forsake not the assembling of ourselves to
gether." The disciples set the right example for us, 
even daily worship. People who truly love God will 
worship him "in spirit and in truth," freely and ea
gerly. 87 Lee Road, 228 

Smith, AL 36877 
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Potpourri ••• 
Life is as tedious as a twice-told tale, vexing 

the dull ear of a drowsy man (William 
Shakespeare). 

The proclamation and repetition of first prin
ciples is a constant feature of life in our democ
racy. Active adherence to these principles, how
ever, has always been considered un-American 
(David Mamet). 

History does repeat itself, with variations, and 
the price seems to go up each time (Thomas A. 
Bailey). 

Here we are again - repeating what has been 
said before, and what must be said many times more. 
It is amazing that we humans are so slow to learn. 

The news is not new - we keep repeating the 
same old mistakes. The only thing that makes it tol
erable is that it comes with different names and in 
more colorful dress, and we are deluded into think
ing it is new. So, here's "all the news that's fit to 
print." 

First we will pick up on a few juicy morsels from 
the Chicago Tribune generously provided by old 
friend Earl Davis. 

RETURN 
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A HISTORY 
OF THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT 

by V. Glenn McCoy 
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the Reformation, Early America, Barton W. Stone, 
Thomas Campbell, Alexander Campbell, Raccoon John 
Smith, Walter Scott, the Missionary Society, 
Instrumental Music in Worship, Jacob Creath Sr., John 
T. Johnson, Aylette Rains, Thomas Allen, Philip S. 
Fall, Jacob Creath Jr., John Allen Gano, Tolbert 
Fanning, Benjamin Franklin, Moses E. Lard, J.W. 
McGarvey, David Lipscomb, Alfred Ellmore, T. B. 
Larimore, and James A. Harding. BKVMOl 
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0 Bob Katz (Oct. 9, 2000) made this astute com
ment under the title, The Trojan Horse: 

Every parent knows the situation. You plunk 
down on the sofa with your son or daughter to 
watch a game. It's late on a dreary Saturday 
afternoon. You've had a long week, but here is a 
way the two of you can be together with no 
appreciable expenditure of energy. Who knows 
but the telecast might deliver something memo
rable? A bonding experience. There's always 
that chance. 

But first a commercial break. 
On the tube, two dufus guys with sketch pads 

leer at a lady who, filmed from the rear, looks to 
be naked. Every nudge of the camera lascivi
ously urges the mind toward further explora
tion. 

It's a beer commercial. Initially, you don't 
think anything of it. During a lifetime of 
viewership you've seen so many of these stupid 
ads that they're pretty much white noise, no 
more worthy of attention than wallpaper. 

Your child, however, sits bolt upright, far 
more captivated now than he was during the 
start of the game. And why not? He has been al
lowed into a peep show. And you who strive to 
screen out so much of the tawdry and X-rated in 
this media-besotted world, have provided the 
willing escort! 

0 Bumper sticker: "As a former fetus I am op
posed to abortion" 

$Children as young as 7 are sent to kill and be 
killed in the civil war in Sri Lanka (6-25-01). 

OA crowd of 375,000 turned out to watch the 
3211d annual Gay Parade in Chicago. About half of the 
entries in the four-hour parade were paid for by well 
known corporations such as Sears, Altoids, and Delta 
Airlines (6-25-01) 

0 Promise Keepers is down but not dead. In the . 
1990s the group filled massive football stadiums, but 
this year in Chicago they expect 12,000, each of : 
whom must pay $69 to get in. From 100,000 to 
12,000 is a pretty good decrease (06-25-01). 

Oin Kathleen Parker's news column Norma : 
McCorvey, a.k.a., Jane Roe (Roe vs. Wade), is quoted . 
as saying, "I owe you an apology. I said I was gang : 
raped. And I wasn't. I said I didn't know who the fa- : 
ther of my baby was. And I did. I said I wanted some
one to kill my baby. And what I really wanted was 



someone to help me. It was a nasty, bald-faced lie. 
And I knew it. " McCorvey, who became America's 
number one poster girl for abortion, went on to say, 
"For years abortion was my life. But the day-to-day 
stress of helping kill babies was ea ting away at my 
soul" (6-20-01) . 

{?iThe Jains, a religious society of India, say "eat
ing herbs pulled from the ground by the roots is 
harmful to the plant's soul" (7-5-01) . 

Thanks again, Earl. 

Marriage Test 
{?>Which of the fo llowing statements are true, 

and which are fa lse: 
Statement One: "Divorce is usually the best an

swer for children when a marriage becomes un
happy." 

Statement Two: "Marriage is mostly about chil
dren. If you don't have children, it doesn't matter 
whether you cohabit, marry or stay single." 

Statement Three: "Marriage may be good for 
men, but it is bad for women, damaging their health 
and self-esteem and limiti ng their opportunities." 

Statement Four: " O ld-fashioned ideas abou t 
marriage and marital obligation put women at risk 
for violence." 

Statement Five: "Marriage is usually a private 
matter, an affair of the heart between two adults, in 
which no outsider, not even the children of the mar
riage, should be allowed to interfere." 

OK, so this is a trick. All of the above statements 

9f!,w stuay 6oof:...for Wies 
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Whi le worldly women struggle to 
break through the glass ceiling, 
women of God hungrily search for 
refreshing ideas and simple guidelines showing them 
how to lead within divine parameters. The world has 
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fully, led, inspiring todays women to become 
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are fa lse. As pointed out in an important new book 
titled, The Case for Marriage: Why Married People 
Are Happier, Healthier and Better Off Financially 
(Doubleday, $24.95) co-authored by Linda Waite, a 
professor of sociology at the University of Chicago, 
and M aggie Gallagher, director of the Marriage 
Project at the Institute for American Values, each 
statement is, in actuality, a widely held myth about 
marnage. 

Proposed Change in the Constitution 

{?/WASHINGTON - A broad coalition of reli
gious gro ups plans to introduce a constitut ional 
amendment declaring marriage as a union solely be
tween a man and a woman. 

"The proposal will be officially introduced on 
Thursday," Matthew Daniels, executive director of 
the Alliance for Marriage (AfM), told United Press 
International on Sunday. 

According to an AfM announcement, the 
amendment's draft to be introduced in Congress will 
read: 

"Marriage in the United States shall consist only 
of the union of a man and a woman. Neither this 
constitution (the Constitution of the United States) 
or the constitution of any state, not state or federa l 
law, shall be construed to require that marital status 
or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon mar
ried couples or groups." 

According to Daniels, the authors of this text in
clude professors Mary Ann Glendon of the Harvard 
Law School, Robert George of Princeton University. 

Other board members are Jesse Miranda of the 
chiefly Hispanic All ianza Ministerial Evangelica 
Nacional, Sayyid Sayeed of the Islamic Society of 
North America, Nathan Diament of the Union of Or
thodox Jewish Congregations, William Teng of the 
Chinese Communi ty Church of Washington, Wong 
Sang Lee of the Korean Central Presbyterian Church, 
Vernon Shannon of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Z ion Church, and David Anderson of the American 
Anglican Council. 

The AfM announcement explained, "The institu
tion of marriage [which is] so central to the well-be
ing of both children and our society ... is under at
tack from powerful forces. 

"Although these fo rces lack popular support suf
ficient to accomplish their goal of redefining mar
riage, they enjoy widespread sympathy in elite sec
tors of American culture - particularly in the legal 
profession, universit ies, and other opinion leaders. 
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At the core of the social revolution that is underway 
in the American courts is the redefinition of marriage 
to serve ends espoused by homosexual activist orga
nizations ... 

"Tragically, this process is by now so fa r ad
vanced that only a federal consti tutional amendment 
pro tecting marriage can decisively end the abuse of 
the judicial process as a vehicle for undermining both 
marriage and democracy in America." 

David Smith, communications director for Hu
man Rights Campaign - a 400,000 member-strong 
homosexual organization, called the proposed 
amendment "yet another mean-sp iri ted attempt to 
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prevent gay fami lies from receiving the same protec
tion as non-gays do through their ability to marry" 
(NewsMax.com Wires, Wednesday, July 11, 2001) . 

Boy Scouts 

!~}Desp ite the U.S. Su preme Court's ruling that 
the Boy Scouts of America is entitled to ban homo
sexua l leaders, sympathetic groups are waging war 
against the Scours. 

Organizations including American Civil Liberties 
Union, National Education Association, American 
Medical Association and many United Way chapters 
are using the ir influence in an attempt to force the 
BSA to abandon a policy meant to pro tect its young 
members from homosexual predators. 

A year ago in a 5 -4 o pinion in BSA vs. James 
Dale, the Supreme Court recognized the Boy Scouts' 
constitutional righ t to freedom of association. As a 
private organization, it has the right to set its own 
mora l code and ban homosexua l leaders and mem
bers. 

The decision set off a firestorm among homo
sexual groups, which set our to win support for their 
efforts to coerce the BSA into admitting homosexu
als as leaders. 

Ignored by supporters of the campaign is the long 
and continuing record of abuse of young Scouts by gay 
Scout leaders (NewsMax.com, June 30, 2001) . 

Gay Pride Parades 

{~,NEW YORK - Three dozen gay couples cel
ebrated their same-sex partnerships Sunday to kick 
off New York City's 32"d annual gay pride parade, a 
celebration of flamboyant costumes and floats. 

"We'd like to be recognized as a couple," said 
Sheneen Ellis, wearing a white veil and mini-dress 
deco rated with tiny red rhinestones, as she stood 
with her partner, Alona Hartnett, dressed in wh ite 
slacks and jacket. 

"Two mothers are better than havi ng only one," 
read a sign carried by one of the children, 10-year
o ld Calhea Johnson. Another sign read, "I love 
mommy and mommy." 

The parade included lesbians on motorcycles, a 
rainbow arch of balloons and a top-down convertible 
carrying veterans of the 1969 Stonewall riots, in 
which patrons of a gay bar in Greenwich Village 
fought back against a pol ice raid. 

In Europe, Paris and Berlin celebrated gay pride 
on Saturday with rollicking parades. At the center of 
the festivities were the cities' mayo rs, both openly 
gay. 



Hundreds of thousands of gays, lesbians, bisexu
als and transgenders gathered in San Francisco dur
ing the weekend for that city's 3 1 s [ Annual Pride Pa
rade and Celebration. 

In Chicago, o rganizers expected an estimated 
350,000 to attend what has become one of the larg
est parades in the city. 

"It's once a year that we can get out and be 
happy," said Greg Trent, 32, of Joliet, a community 
southwest of the city. "We can step out into the street 
and stand up for our rights. Everyone supports us. I 
love it. " (NewsMax.com, June 3 0, 2001). 

Hillary, Too 

·:?iSen. Clinton marched in New York City's 32"d 
annual homosexual pride parade. The parade began 
with a "wedding" ceremony between homosexuals, 
and included lesbians on motorcycles, men in loin
cloths wi th high hee led shoes, pearls, feathered 
headdresses and elbow-length gloves, and other out
rageous demonstrations. Earlier in the week, Sen. 
Clinton came out against the "Boy Scouts Equal Ac-
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cess Act," a bill that protects the right of the Boy 
Scouts to determine their own membership and lead
ership policies without being discriminated aga inst 
by schools and other state actors. 

Bad News 
~?iTORRANCE, Calif. (AP) - Roger Clinton's trial 

on misdemeanor charges of drunken driving and dis
turbing the peace was scheduled Monday for Aug. 7. 

Benchmark 
~?iCanada's Supreme Court ruled in an 8-1 deci

sion M ay 17 that an evangelical un ive rsity that re
quires students to refrain from "biblically con
demned" practices, including gay sex, can train and 
accredit teachers for public schools . The case in
vo lved 2,8 00-student Trini ty Western Universi ty, a 
school in British Columbia affi liated with the Evan
gelica l Free Church of Canada. B.C.'s College of 
Teachers had refused to grant licensing powers to the 
school on grounds its graduates likely would pro
mote discrimination against homosexuals. It failed to 
cite any evidence of bias among past graduates. The 
justices suggested the accrediting agency ·itself was 
practicing religious discrimination. Evangelical lead
ers hailed the ruling as the most important decision 
on religious freedom in Canada in yea rs (World, June 
16, 2001). 

lolling 
~?iAn article with the sexy title, "Keeping Sex in 

Sex Education," by Gary Simpson and Erika 
Sussman appeared in the Southern California Review 
of Law and Women's Studies. They argue that school 
districts that encourage abstinence until marriage are 
violating the "no establishment" provision of the re
ligion clause. Since abstinence is supported by reli
gion, it follows that government promotion of absti
nence is an establishment of religion. You can readily 
draw up your own list of the absurd ities to which 
such illogic can lead and all too often does The au
thors further argue that the "free exercise" provision 
of the religion clause does not require letting parents 
opt out of sex education classes on behalf of their 
children. So Simpson and Sussman execute their le
gal pincer move: abstinence-only courses are uncon
stitutional and anything goes courses are mandatory. 
By this bizarre interpretation of the religion clause, 
not often put so baldly these days, the authors assert 
their constitutional freedom from being inter fered 
with in their interfering with the freedom of others 
(First Things, April 2001). 
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roo far 
ONEW YORK - A New Jersey appeals court 

ruling that transsexualism can be considered a handi
cap under state law has raised questions- and hack
les - over the legal rights of people who change 
genders. 

The decision, handed down by an appeals court, 
could set a precedent for other states and pave the 
way for a broader definition of laws concerning both 
discrimination and disability. 

Critics say the ruling goes too far. 
"That's stretching the idea of disability. Stretch it 

too far and it becomes meaningless," said Walter 
Olson, a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute 
think tank and publisher of the Overlawyered.com 
Web site. "It's been a worry about disabled rights law 
that nobody knew where it was going to stop." 

The question of whether homosexuality should 
be deemed a handicap has come up before, and it's a 
notion usually opposed by gay rights groups. 

"We would not view sexual orientation as a dis
ability," said David Elliot, communications director 
with the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. "Is it 
a disability for straight people? I think it's offensive." 
He declined comment on whether gender identity is 
a handicap. 

Addressing the case of a male doctor from 
Camden County, N.J., who was fired when he be
came a woman, the New Jersey appeals court ruled 
last week that transsexualism can be considered a 
handicap under state law and that it's illegal to dis
criminate against someone who changes gender. 

The court overturned a trial judge's dismissal of 
the case of Dr. Carla Enriquez - formerly Carlos -
against West Jersey Health Systems, sending it back 
to the lower court for trial. 

"We conclude that a gender identity disorder, 
specifically gender dysphoria or transsexualism, is a 
handicap under the New Jersey Law Against Dis
crimination and that the LAD precludes an employer 
from discriminating on the basis of someone's sexual 
identity or gender," the appeals court's three-judge 
panel concluded. 

Enriquez claims she was wrongfully fired in 1997 
as medical director of West jersey, a learning behav
ior center, after she - as Carlos - began wearing 
emerald-stone earrings and long hair, painting her 
nails and growing breasts. 

The transformation, she says, was part of her 
medical treatment for gender identity disorder -
which culminated in 1998 in a male-to-female sex-

30 September 2001 
Firm Foundation 

change operation. That same year, she sued her 
former employer for wrongful termination. 

The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force's El
liot, while disputing the notion that sexuality is a 
handicap, did praise the New Jersey ruling for decid
ing it's illegal to discriminate against transsexuals
in the workplace or anywhere else. 

"Civil rights law should be expanded to cover 
not just sexual orientation but gender identity," he 
said. 

Some worry the New jersey decision could fur
ther saturate an already lawsuit-ridden justice system 
and handcuff employers in management decisions. 
One critic said a line needs to be drawn about what's 
appropriate at the office and what's not. 

"I'm going to start wearing a hula skirt to work 
because now I know I'm protected," said lawyer 
Philip K. Howard, author of The Lost Art of Drawing 
the Line: How Fairness Went Too Far. "It's extreme. 
Peculiarity is something the law shouldn't protect." 

What Next? 
0 Hands were slapping, feet were stomping and 

the halls of Greater St. Matthew Baptist Church ech
oed with that ever familiar refrain of praise to God: 

"Your left, left, left, right, left." 
Well, familiar to a sanctuary packed full of 

church drill teams decked out in what looked like 
military dress uniforms and practicing a method of 
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praise that tended toward the martial. 
"Never forget that we are a church drill team, 

and we proclaim the word of God in our perfor
mance," Paul Prince, associate minister of Progres
sive New Hope Baptist Church, told about 700 chil
dren and teens gathered at the church. "If you are up 
there just shaking and baking until your mama lets 
you out, that's not what I'm talking about." 

For corps of the devoted, marching in time has 
become a popular way to express faith . For 27 teams 
earlier this month, the Texas Gulf Coast Church 
Drill Team Association's convention provided practi
cal and spiritual lessons on marching for God. Most 
of the teams came from the Houston area, but some 
drove in from Arlington and the San Antonio area 
(Houston Chronicle, April 20, 2001). 

Ad Hocism 
~iThe H ouse passed the Unborn Victims of Vio

lence Act by a healthy margin. The bill establishes 
that when an attack on a pregnant woman harms a 
fetus, the attacker is subject to criminal penalties for 
the harm to both mother and child. Abortion rights 
activists opposed the bill because granting any sort of 
legal protection to the unborn obviously threatens 
their cause. Indeed, the bill exposes the incoherence 
of the "pro-choice" position. The abortion groups 
often speak as though pregnant women may choose 
whether to define what they are bearing as children 
or lumps of protoplasm. We are to respect whatever 
choice they make. Yet now those groups are saying 
that when women consider their babies babies, the 
law cannot respect that choice. The activists have a 
point: The law cannot accept such an unstable defi
nition of personhood. But in making this point, the 
activists are conceding that pro-choice rhetoric is 
misleading. They do not want the law to be merely 
neutral with respect to feta l personhood. They want 
it to take their side. And that side is pro-abortion 
(National Review, May 28, 2001). 

Take It Back 
!?iRepresentative Charles Rangel (N.Y.) sa id, 

"Please know that I will continue to defend both a 
woman's right to choose and the protection of 
women in our society." Rangel says he mistakenly 
voted in favor of the Unborn Victims of Violence Act 
which makes it a federal crime to kill or injure an un
born child during the commission of a crime against 
a pregnant woman. Abortion-industry lobbyists were 
mystified by the reliably pro-abortion congressman's 
vote on the measure, which despite its specific ex-

emption of abortionists who deliberately kill unborn 
children was a litmus-test vote for the "pro-choice" 
side. A spokesman for the 3 1-year House veteran ex
plai ned that his boss's vote was inadvertent, possibly 
caused by putting the voting card in the wrong slot. 

Stilled Sellhood 
t?i MASSACHUSETTS - A judge has ruled that a 

15 -year-old boy barred from school for wearing 
girls' clothing, including padded bras, wigs and high 
hee ls can return to class. The teenager had been sus
pended three times for using the girls restroom, ac
cording to an attorney for Brockton's South Junior 
H igh School. 

A therapist diagnosed the boy with gender iden
tity disorder. Requiring him to wear male clothing, 
according to the therapist, could harm his mental 
health. 

Judge Linda Giles wrote that the school's pro
hibition amounted to " the stifling of plaintiff's 
selfhood merely because it causes some members of 
the community discomfort" - AP 

Worth Repeating 
!?iCharles Colson (Christianity Today, April 23, 

2001), pointed out, "The coarsening of our culture is 
evident in our discourse. For example, news journals 
defer to our sensitivities, not by omitting vulgarities, 
as they once did, but by using three dashes after the 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock sol id - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBKO 

342 pages • paperback 

$10.00 
$3.00 s&/1 • Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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first letter of offensive words. Really clever. Over the 
water cooler at work or in school corridors, no one 
seems embarrassed anymore by conversations 
sprinkled with four-letter words. 

"[T]he sin of sloth, as the late British journalist 
Henry Fairlie wrote in The Seven Deadly Sins, is 'a 
state of dejection that gives rise to torpor of mind 
and feeling and spirit; to a sluggishness ... a poison
ing of the will; to despair, faintheartedness, and even 
desirousness ... even for what is good ... sloth is a 
deadly sin.' 

"How have we arrived at this state? In his A 
Study of History, the great historian Arnold Toynbee 
contends that one clear sign of a civilization's decline 
is when elites- people Toynbee labels the "domi
nant minority" - begin mimicking the vulgarity and 
promiscuity exhibited by society's bottom-dwellers. 
This is precisely what some political leaders and 
most media moguls· have done. The result: The en
tire culture is vulgarized. 

"Christians need to be conscious of the subtle 
ways in which our culture is sinking into sloth. We 
must resist the slide by creating strong counter-cul
tural influences. We can start by elevating our own 
standards in speech and dress. One good place to 
start is in our worship services. I realize that casual is 
'in' for contemporary services-but 'casual' should be 
decorous. 

"[T]he apostle Paul could not have imagined, sit
ting in a Roman jail cell, how appropriate his words 
to the church in Philippi would be for Christians 
2,000 years later: "Whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 
is admirable - if anything is excellent or praisewor
thy, think about such things." 

Cloning Ban 

0 Days after British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
endorsed a ban on human cloning in the UK, a dupli
cate effort popped up in the United States. Rep. 
Dave Weldon (R-Fla.), a physician, authored biparti
san legislation that prohibits human cloning and 
would punish violations with 10 years in prison and 
a minimum $1 million fine. The White House says 
the president would sign that bill into law. 

To date, federal regulators have never approved 
a human cloning experiment. The anti-cloning cam
paign specifically targets the technique that cloned 
Dolly the sheep: Genes are removed from an egg cell 
and replaced with the genetic material from a cell to 
be cloned. Despite the headline making success, most 
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animal clones die as embryos and others are miscar
ried or stillborn due to birth defects. 

Rep. Weldon said that Dolly's creators had over 
200 failures that produced deformed animals that 
had to be put to sleep: "We cannot allow this sce
nario to play out with humans." Nevertheless, some 
doctors say they plan eventually to create the first 
human clone. 

Culhlral? 
@Ben Jennings, an art major at the University of 

Wisconsin-Marathon County, created his master
piece by cruising for road kill on Highway 29 in ru
ral Wisconsin. He assembled his materials in a glass 
box and displayed the work in the college's exhibit 
room. 

His purpose was to create what he called "dy
namic art," a sculpture that would change without 
the help of the artist. The appearance of the car
casses would change every day as they rotted. 

But then the objet d'art started to stink. Al
though, presumably, the sense of smell could be con
sidered part of the works sensory aesthetic, the 
stench got really, really bad. It became too much for 
the gallery-goers, however sophisticated they were 
when it came to contemporary art. The odor could 
not be contained within the exhibit space, and it 
wafted down the halls into the r~st of the building. 
The aroma of the rotting road kill threatened to dis
rupt a big end-of-the~year awards ceremony. 

Finally, the dean stepped in and told Mr. 
Jennings and the Art Department to just throw the 
thing away. "I was kind of flattered that I had to re
move it," said the artist. "The reaction is the best 
part of it, even if it's negative" (World, June 9, 2001). 

Maternity 
$America's kids may trail other countries in 

education, but they lead the world in teen pregnancy. 
Four out .of 10 girls become pregnant before age 20, 
according to the National Campaign to Prevent Teen 
Pregnancy, an organization that boasts political and 
cultural commentator Linda Chavez on its board. 

Eight out of 10 teens said they have felt pressure 
to have sex, according to the survey of 2,000 con
ducted earlier this year. Mrs. Chavez writes in her 
column that the problem would diminish if parents 
talked with their children about these issues. "Par
ents have believed that kids would have sex no mat
ter what adults said," she says, "so they avoid trying 
to convince them to be abstinent." 
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1 01 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
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According to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
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Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fi fteen periods of Bible History. We 
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events and facts. You will learn where in your 
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pgs . ..................... .. ..................................... 4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . .................... .......... .. .. ...... 6.00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
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New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
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paperback 128 pgs . ...................... ............. 14.97 
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Hardback 94 pgs . ......................................... 9.99 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: T he Bible o ften shows the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit to be at the same place at the same time, 
as fo r example, at j esus' baptism, when the Father 
speaks from heaven and the Holy Spirit descends as a 
dove on Jesus. I have friends who tell me this is figu
rative, and Father, Son and Holy Spirit are actuall y 
one. 

Also, they po int o ut that, whil e we are told to 
baptize " into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the H oly Spirit" in Matthew 28 :19-20, every 
example in Acts is " in the name of j esus." They say 
that baptism, to rea lly be scriptural baptism, has to 
be in the name o f j esus. Comment, please. 
Response: Two great truths must be balanced here: 1) 
there is one God, nor three; 2) but Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit are each "God," distinct from one an 
other. M onotheism, rhe belief in one God as op
posed to a mu lti pli city o f gods, is fundamental to 
biblical re ligion. It is a basic tenet of Judaism (Deut. 
6:4) and of Christiani ty (1 Cor. 8 :4-6). The Father is 
God : " Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Eph. 1:3). Jesus, the Son, is God: "And 
the word was God, ... And the word became fl esh 
and dwelt among us" (John 1:1,14 ). The Holy Spirit 
is God: Ananias told "a lie to the H oly Spirit," and 
Peter told him, "You have not lied to men but to 
God" (Acts 5 :3-4). "Three persons in one Godhead," 
"the triune God" and " trinity" are terms Christians 
have coined to explain these seemingly contrad ictory 
truths. Even though these particular phrases are not 
found in scripture, as they are generally understood, 
they do accurately represent the scriptural teaching. 

In the gospel o f John, three rruths are stated 
about the Word: 1) The Word was eternal ("In the 
beginning was the Word"); 2) the Word was distinct 
fro m God the Father ("and the Wo rd was with 
God"); and 3) the Word was God (John 1:1). 

T hat the Father and the Son are distinct from 
one another is also seen in the fact that one knew 
something the other did not. Jesus sa id, "But of that 
day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels 
in heaven, no r the Son, but only the Father" (Mark 
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13 :32). Thus they cannot be the same person. 
That the Son and the Holy Spirit are distinct 

fro m one another is seen in the fact that one may 
speak aga inst the Son without speaking against the 
H o ly Spirit. Jesus said, ''And whoever says a word 
against the Son of man will be forgiven, but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven" 
(Matt. 12:32). They cannot, therefore, be the same 
person. Jesus said, "The Father is greater than I" 
(John 14 :28). A person cannot be greater than him
self; therefore the Father and the Son are two differ
ent persons. 

Christ was with the Father before the world was 
(John 17 :5); he was sent by the Father into the world 
(John 3 : 17), leaving the Father in heaven (Matt. 
16: 17); he left the world and went back to the Father 
(John 16:28); and he now sits at the right hand of 
the Father (Acts 2 :33 -34 ), making intercession on 
our behalf to the Father (Rom. 8 :28). While much of 
that language is accommodative to the human expe
rience, it clearly implies that the Father and Son are 
distinct persons. 

It is true, of course, that the Bible says Jesus and 
God are one (for example, Jo hn 10:30), but that 
does not mean they are one person. H usband and 
wife are one (Matt. 19 :5), but not one person. Chris
tians are commanded to be o ne, even as God and 
Christ are one (John 17 :20-21), which is not as one 
person. 

God and Christ are one in doctrine (2 John 9), 
one in name (John 5:43 ), one in protection of believ
ers (John 10:30) , one in words and work (John 14:8-
11), and one in purpose (John 14:16-28). 

In addition, they are one in being God. j esus was 
" in the form of God" (Phil. 2 :5). That does not mean 
that he had the appearance or outward manifestation 
of God. T he word form here speaks of the essence, 
the rea li ty. W hen you get to the core of what God is 
about, when you find out what it is about God that 
makes him God, that is what Jesus is; for he is in the 
form of God. 

T here are three divine Persons, but one God. 



Baptism in the Name 
There is no one thing that must be said at baptism 
for baptism to be valid. This part of the question in
dicates that the person the questioner has been talk
ing to is part of one of the groups generally known as 
"oneness holiness," which includes the United Pente
costal Church. 

They believe that when the person baptizing 
someone says, "I baptize you in the name of the Fa
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,'' that 
makes the baptism invalid. The person doing the 
baptizing must say, according to them, "I baptize you 
in the name of Jesus only." 

Baptism must be in the name of Jesus, but that is 
not the same thing as saying that the person baptiz
ing must say, "in the name of Jesus only," when he 
baptizes. 

We are commanded, "Whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Col. 
3: 17), but that does not mean that we have to say, 
"in the name of Jesus Christ," over everything we 
do. 

To do something in someone's name is to do it by 
his or her authority. 

If I knock on someone's door and say, "Open in 
the name of the law," I am declaring myself to pos
sess the authority of law to have that door opened. 

If I have no warrant, if I am not an officer of the 
law, I would not be telling the truth when I said that. 

A United Pentecostal preacher and I were once 
involved in a discussion in another person's home 
about what you say when you baptize. I asked the 
preacher if he came to that home to teach in the 
name of Jesus. He replied, of course, that he had. 
Then I said, "Did you say 'in the name of Jesus' 
when you knocked on the door?" 

For some reason, he could understand that doing 
something in the name of Jesus and saying "in the 
name of Jesus" when you do something are not the 
same thing, in the case of coming to a house to teach, 
but he not could see it when it came to baptizing. 

To do something in someone's name is to do it in 
the way they said to do it. Jesus said, "Go make dis
ciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit" (Matt. 28:19). If one does that, and also says 
that is what he is doing, how can that be wrong? 
That is what Christ said to do. 

When Paul came to Ephesus (Acts 19:1-10), he 
found certain disciples there and asked them, "Did 

you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" 
They said, "No, we have never even heard that there 
is a Holy Spirit," Paul immediately asked, "Into what 
then were you baptized?" 

That is a nonsensical question, unless Paul was 
expecting them to have been baptized "into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit" as Christ had commanded. 

And, sure enough, after further conversation, 
"they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus," 
which is another way of saying, "in the way Jesus 
said to baptize." 

Matthew 28: 19 says, "Baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit." Acts 2:28 says, "Be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ." Acts 10:48 says, '~nd 
he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ." Acts 19:5 says, "On hearing this, they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus." Obvi
ously, from these examples, there is no one set for
mula of words to be said at baptism. 

As a matter of fact, none of these passages says a 
word about what, if anything, was said at baptism. 
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The Church of Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered alter a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct identity. Christianity was 
originally designed by the Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . ................. $ 8 .99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its "magic ingredient"? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ................ $ 6 .95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllenniallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa· 
tiona! premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs . 
................................................................ $ 6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons,first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with thought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ..... ............ $5.95 

L \0\C)I._A TI u mu, "'.1" Roll Jordan Roll 
J >;! 11~~\11: J. E. Choate 

The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $ 9.99 
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Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, frustra
tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $ 7 .95 

Contemporary Concerns 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are d iscussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling? What is the status of the unbaptized 
dead? What about doctor-assisted death and 
suicide? Should people leaving a congregation 
explain why they are leaving ... and more. 
BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs . ....... ..... $ 10.95 

T he Prophet M o t ive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian evidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use in high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . ... $ 12.99 

The Eld ership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be given much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of brother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $ 3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
WB.We:t.Ji: 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West , former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . .............. $ 9 .99 

Shipping - $2. 50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@republic:.net 

-Alaska-

-Oklahoma-Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Thomas, preacher. 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 - South Carolina -

Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518.(907)344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. Cochran, preacher. 

393l. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Orlando-Winter Park_ South Seminole Church Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net f h k II d S Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, o C rist, 5410 La e Howe R ., un. 9, 10 a.m., 

airbanks h d h 
6 p m Wed 7 15 p m (407) 657 0657 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 

F , serving Ft. Wainwrig t an t e · ., · : · · - ' 1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
99701. (907) 456-4921. p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. Bible College. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Georgia-

-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
tWai/able 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke St., 55811. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984, 722-1871. 

- Mississippi -

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. . .... 
Mt. juliet- The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fifteen minutes from downtown 
Nashville. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 
778-8955 p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 

• • • • • Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

- California - Southaven- Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~~ ••• 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., B. j. Clarke Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- and Bill Bryant, ministers. (601) 393-2690. St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whitten, preacher 

-Missouri-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9 30 W d J h Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. :30, 10: a.m., 6 p.m., e . 7 p.m. os d 

3 Miller, preacher. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., We . 7 p.m. (417) 334- 866. 

-Colorado-
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 Rocky Mount- Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. 

Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (919) 
Craig- Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, Jack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 

Ga.inesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Free with any book order
while supplies last 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

Carif19 & Sharif19 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Klem Area Church of Chnst, 20802 Rulsnuth
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (71 3) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livings10n - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 67 1-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Argucra, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas resident~ add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Virginia-
H ampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
I-fill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangel ist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(cr!lnrgcrl crltiii)IJ} 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 57/e'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
8ver 
'rrials 

by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage· 
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 

$1 0.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas residenls add 8.25% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 
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-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8rh St.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan - N orthside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5rh St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton CoiTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J . Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. Hardback, 804 pages. 

$15.00 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

![wwers 
rr!iat tJ\[iver 
:Fcufe 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 near 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and 
experience. Send resume, references, picture, audio 

-------------------------------------ru~~o~~ooro~a~C~~~C~~n2 S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line. per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@republic.net. All ads, classified, 
directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to th~ desired month of publication. 
All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the 
following month. 

Preachers Needed 
Minister needed for the Church of Christ in 
Pahrump, Nevada. Contact Charles Hollis, P.O. 
Box 374, Pahrump, NV 89041, or (775) 727-1815. 

Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, juneau, Alaska· 99801. 

Minister wanted for Church of Christ in rural NE 
Texas. Offering partial support. Small congregation 
ideal for retired minister wanting to supplement 
his retirement. Call Gene Garner (903) 572-1216. 

Church of Christ in Jay, FL looking for a preacher 
who is sound in the faith, has good evangelistic 
aptitude, and who wants to work with a 
congregation that will stand for the truth and is 
willing to grow. Send resume and tape sermon to 
jay Church of Christ, P.O. Box 507, jay, FL 32585 
(850) 675-6443. 

Minister wanted for congregation of about 200 
with elders and deacons in beautiful, crime-free 
lake country town or 5600. Last minister here 18 
years. Must be doctrinally sound, able to relate to 
all age groups, willing to be part of the community. 
Nice house and liberal salary. Please respond to 
Church of Christ, 1314 West Pine St., Heber 
Springs, AR 72543. Bill Birth (501) 362-2030, or 
Bruce LeMieux 362-5551 

Back in print/ 

Questions 
and Answers 
Open Forum Volume 2 

by Guy N. Woods 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send resume and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Culturally diverse congregation of 60 seeks sound 
evangelistic gospel preacher, available Oct. 1". May 
need partial support. Salary includes 3 BR house. 
Send resume and audio or video tape to: Hopkins 
Rd. Church of Christ, 8325 Hopkins Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23237. Call (804) 379-1392 or fax 
(804) 378-9610. BobASI@aol.com 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
50 mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes from Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send resume and tape to the: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: jchessmatt@msn.com 

Minister needed: City Blvd Church of Christ in 
Waycross, GA desires the service of a sound gospel 
preacher who lives a good life - Beginning Oct. 
1, 2001. If you are interested in this work, please 
send your resume to the City Blvd. Church of 
Christ, 618 City Blvd., Waycross, GA 31501. 
ATTN: Forrest jerkins or Allen Means. Question 
may be directed to Forrest jerkins at (912) 283-
3753 or Allen Means at (912) 283-7099. 

The Westside Church of Christ is accepting resumes 
from individuals who are devoted to the Ministry 
of our Youth. Proficiency must be exhibited in: 
ministering to both junior High and High School 
groups; communication skills including preaching, 
teaching, interpersonal, and written; providing long 
range spiritual and social growth plans for both 
groups; strong knowledge of the scriptures; 
Bachelor's degree and 5 years experience required. 
Please forward resume, with references, and a 
sample one year plan outlining social and spiritual 
development activities to: The Westside Church of 
Christ c/o jay Burcham 3300 R.M. 1431 Round 
Rock, TX 78681 

937-878-1117 or ray-patsypugh@juno.com 

Sound, gospel preacher wanted for a biblically 
conservative congregation of 65 members desiring 
to grow both in spirit and number. The church of 
Christ in Anthony, Kansas, seeks a spiritually 
mature, family man to work with, encourage, and 
teach this dedicated group of Christians. The 
Anthony church is financially self- supporting and 
offers a good salary plus a nice, brick home. Send 
resume and tape to: Anthony Church of Christ, 
P.O. Box 322, Anthony, KS 67003. For more 
information, contact Bill Starks at (620) 842-5351. 

Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watertown, N.Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send resume 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

"Why I Changed Churches" by Paul D. Murphy, 
available at KeMa Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, 
MS 38827-0070. Single copy-50¢, Qty. Disc. 

Stewardship Series by V. P. Black availabe at KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070. 
Five of the series now in print. 

Timeless Sermons for Now and Eternity. 52 full
length outlines. Vol. 1 by P!!ul D. Murphy now 
available. $5.00 plus $1.35 postage. KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Firm Foundation 
Bible Class Series 

Correspondence Course 
for information 
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Should We Try Harder? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Paul said, "Nor that I speak in respect of want: 
fo r I have learned, in whatsoever sta te I am, 
therewith to be content." 

Are you content with your spiritual and physical 
condition?· 

I have an inoperable malignant tumor and am 
taking chemotherapy, should I stop that and simply 
be content with my condition ? 

1 T imothy 6:8 says, "And having food and rai
ment le t us be therewith content. " 

Are you perfectly satisfi ed with your job and sal
ary, o r do you make an effort to advance in some 
way. If yes, have you disobeyed Paul? 

"Let your conversation be without covetousness; 
and be content with such things as ye have : fo r he 
hath said, I w ill never leave thee, nor forsake thee" 
(H eb. 13:5). 

If you are content with such things as ye have, ei
ther spiritually or materially, is it a sin to want to do 
better in bo th areas? 

"But godliness with contentment is great ga in" (1 
Tim. 6:6) . Most probably give lip service to this idea, 
but do we practice what we preach? 

If we are to be content w ith our spiritual condi
tion, how does "S trive to enter in at the strait gate: fo r 
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in , and shall 
not be able" apply to the life of the child of God ? 

H ow can a person strive fo r something, if he is 
content with what he has? 

Also, Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14, "Brethren, 
I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are be
fore, I press toward the mark fo r the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

If he were pressing on to ge t to some things he 
did no t have, how could he be content with what he 
had ? 

T hese may nor be profound theological o r philo
so phical questi ons, but they probably deserve con
sideration. 

Let us first answer a question with an observa
tion. It is possible to be content with what you have, 
yet a t the same time be working fo r more or better 
things. 

About 70 years ago I worked for five cents a day, 
planting peas in a cornfield. 

T hen I worked as a janitor of the elementary 
school I attended for five cents a day sweeping the 
floors and building the fires. 

I do not remember feeling un happy, although I 
was taught that I should always try to improve. 

Contentment is lack of anxiety and frustration. It 
does not mean a lack of desire to have more or better 
things. 

We are to be content with "such things as ye 
have." Contentment is a lack of covetousness. We may 
not know when desire becomes an unlawful desire. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Defend the Faith 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

I am set for the defense of the gospel (Phil 
1:16). 
The word translated "set" means firmly 

fixed like a "city set upon a hill" (Matt. 3: 1 0). 
It is used of the throne of God "set in 

heaven" (Rev. 4:2). 
Paul's feet were planted on solid ground 

and he would not be moved as he confirmed the 
truth of revelation by bravely defending it. He 
was not willing even for one hour to yield to something wrong 
(Gal. 2:5) . 

Paul's defense was never wild, irrational, or incoherent. He 
did not make violent, loud, or extravagant attacks- unsupported 
and off-the-wall. 

Still, he did make a defense, but always with kindness and 
compassion (Acts 22:1; 1 Cor 9:3). 

Compassion does not mean that error cannot be exposed and 
vile behavior condemned. 

Jehovah is gracious (Psa. 111:4 ). Being gracious does not mean 
that he cannot use strong, but tempered language in condemning 
the guilty. Ephraim is called a "cake not turned" (half-baked), and 
a "wild ass" (Hosea 7:8 and 8:9). 

Jesus was often in a firestorm of controversy. He taught the 
truth. He spoke plainly. He played no favorites. 

G. C. Brewer commented: 
Our Lord jesus Christ was the most persistent, alert, resourceful, 
and masterful controversialist that ever lived. He lived at a time 
when controversy was the order of the day. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees were the leading sects among the jews, and they were 
constantly in disputes among themselves. The Sadducees were 
cool and calculating, rationalistic and philosophical. The Phari
sees were technical, carping, and captious. They were past mas
ters in the tricks of sophistry, cavi ling, and casuistry. But jesus 
met the combined efforts of these masters of debate and quib
bling and put them to silence. His quick analysis, his penetrating, 
powerful, and unsparing logic, and his unanswerable and embar
rassing ad hominem replies to their assaults have never been 
equaled among men. They, therefore, prove him to have been 
something more than a man" (Contending for the Faith, 1941, p. 
239). 

Jude tells us: 
Beloved, while I was giving all diligence ro write unto you of our 
common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you exhort
ing you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in priv-



ily, even they who were of old written of beforehand unto this 
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ" Uude 1:3-4). 

'~I diligence" includes speed and earnestness. We must not al
low the seeds of error to take root. False teaching must not be al
lowed to sprout. 

Jude mentions the "shared salvation." Nothing is of greater 
importance or more pressing that salvation. When the last great 
noise is heard and the world dissolves in blistering heat, we will 
understand more fully the importance of the common salvation. 

It is not a game and must not be treated casually. 
Jude found it necessary to write specifically about the gather

ing storm clouds in his day. It was not a matter of sounding a gen
eral alarm, but he had in mind concrete examples of false teaching. 

We, too, must contend for the "once for all delivered faith." 
It is a one-of-a-kind faith. It is not casual, random, indiscrimi

nate, and diverse. It cannot be delivered over and over. It cannot 
be given to Paul, Peter, John, and Jude and then to John Smith, 
Ellen White, and every emotionally charged person who thinks 
(s)he is receiving by extra-sensory-perception a new and different 
message from heaven (Gal. 1 :6-9). 

It is a one-time revelation - "once for all." 
Jude explains why all this alarm. "Certain men have crept in 

unawares." It was not just anyone, but certain ones. This false 
teacher did not come in openly and boldly, but he slipped in. He 
came in by stealth. Hiding as he came. Sneaky! 

You ought not be surprised! These enemies of what is right 
were "written of beforehand unto this condemnation." 

Evil is persistent. It is like a weed in the garden. "Weeds," it 
has been said, "will outlast Pyramids." Sin never gives up. 

Lovers of truth must defend the faith with equal tenacity. ''A 
battle won is a battle which we will not acknowledge to be lost." 

You have only to endure to conquer. You have only to perse
vere to save yourselves. Jesus said, "He that endureth to the end, 
the same shall be saved" (Matt. 10:22). 

The Master also calls upon his disciples to be brave warriors in 
the fight for what is right and promises a reward to him "that 
overcometh" (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5,12, 21; 21:7). 

Overcome means "subdue, conquer, prevail, get the victory." 
This can only be done by doggedness. There is a time for a de

fender of the gospel to be persistent. Many a battle has been won 
because a soldier was obstinate. Losers are usually weak and wobbly. 

Notice that Jude tells us false teachers creep in unawares. They 
are creeps - moving stealthily, proceeding slowly - but never
theless the insidious and malignant work is chronic. 

Jesus warned his disciples about the leaven of the Sadduccees 
and Pharisees, by which he meant their teaching (Matt. 16:6,12). 
Leaven works unobserved. Jesus told his men to "beware" of such 
teaching, meaning to "pay attention to, be cautious about, apply 
oneself to, adhere." He who would be free of the devil's snares 
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must have a sharp eye and well-tuned ear. 
These sneaky teachers "creep in" and turn the 

grace of God into lasciviousness. 
-Lasciviousness includes licentiousness, which 

means "lacking moral discipline or ignoring legal re
straint ... having no regard for accepted rules or stan
dards." It is lawlessness (blanket-anti-legalism) and is 
sin (1 John 3:4). 

Modern false teachers tell us that grace allows us 
to disregard some of the commands of the Bible, al
lowing machinery to be used in making music in 
praise of God, giving license to use piano, drum, and 
guitar to stir human emotions as we seek to magnify 
the name of God. 

The Bible says sing, but liberal creeps (I use this 
term with all due respect) say that grace gives license 
to play instead of sing. 

The purpose of Bible baptism is ignored because 
of the flimsy notion that grace gives permission to be 
imprecise in keeping the law of God. 

Women song leaders, preachers, deacons, and el
ders are endorsed because they have talent and that 
is more important that a "thus saith the Lord." 

Jude makes it plain that those who turn the grace 
of God into lasciviousness deny "our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ." A serious charge! To say that 
grace dispenses with law is to deny the Lordship of 
Jesus. 

Therefore, those who say that Jesus is Lord but 
insist that grace makes baptism optional, instrumen
tal music excusable, and women in roles of leader
ship acceptable deny their profession - i.e., that 
Jesus is Lord. 

We cannot consistently say Jesus is Lord and not 
keep his commands precisely. If we trifle with his 
laws on the excuse that grace overrules legislation, 
we do not recognize his authority and rule. We reject 
his sovereignty and lordship (See Matt. 7:21). 

Jude is not bashful about condemning those who 
stealthily bring in false doctrine. His words are col
orful and overwhelming. 

4 

Now I desire to put you in remembrance, 
though ye know all things once for all, that the 
Lord, having saved a people out of the land of 
Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed 
not. And angels that kept not their own princi
pality, but left their proper habitation, he hath 
kept in everlasting bonds under darkness unto 
the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the cities about them, hav
ing in like manner with these given themselves 
over to fornication and gone after strange flesh, 
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are set forth as an example, suffering the punish
ment of eternal fire. Yet in like manner these also 
in their dreamings defile the flesh, and set at 
nought dominion, and rail at dignities. But 
Michael the archangel, when contending with 
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, 
durst not bring against him a railing judgment, 
but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these rail at 
whatsoever things they know not: and what they 
understand naturally, like the creatures Without 
reason, in these things are they destroyed. Woe 
unto them! For they went in the way of Cain, 
and ran riotously in the error of Balaam for hire, 
and perished in the gainsaying of Korah. These 
are they who are hidden rocks in your love
feasts when they feast with you, shepherds that 
without fear feed themselves; clouds without 
water, carried along by winds; autumn leaves 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots; Wild waves of the sea, foaming out their 
own shame; wandering stars, for whom the 
blackness of darkness hath been reserved for
ever. And to these also Enoch, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied, saying, Behold, the Lord 
came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to ex
ecute judgment upon all, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which 
they have ungodly wrought, and of all the hard 
things which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him. These are murmurers, complainers, 
walking after their lusts (and their mouth spea
keth great swelling words), showing respect of 
persons for the sake of advantage. But ye, be
loved, remember ye the words which have been 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord jesus 
Christ; That they said to you, In the last time 
there shall be mockers, walking after their own 
ungodly lusts. These are they who make separa
tions, sensual, having not the Spirit. But ye; be
loved, building up yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves 
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord jesus Christ unto eternal life Uude 1:5-21). 

What more can be said? 
Jesus is Lord- the anointed one of Jehovah

therefore obey him and be true to his word. Defend 
him. Defend his covenant. Defend his kingdom. 

Belligerent hatefulness is not becoming to those 
who claim to walk in the footsteps of Prince 
Emmanuel. 

On the other hand, to be unsure and apologetic 
is not the pattern we see in the lives and teaching of 
men of God. 

The words of Paul rang out like pistol shots 
when he said, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 
you like men, be strong." 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Annus Horribilis 

0 n September 11, 2001 the smoking towers 
of trade in New York City turned our joy 
into mourning. 

The heart-rending scene of thousands killed be
fore our eyes on national television is burned in our 
memory and smolders in our soul. 

We shall never forget the sad event. 
We extend profound condolences to all who lost 

relatives in the attack. We imagine as our own the 
suffering of others, and our hearts melt at this awful 
woe. At a time like this, sorrows seem to come in 
battalions, and tears unbidden to our eyes. 

It is not the same as the Last Great Day, but it 
dredges up thoughts of the sounding of the last 
trump, and reminds us that life on earth is fleeting, 
and earthly things are not forever. 

It is a time for thoughtful examination of our 

feelings, and mediation on the spiritual realty that 
endures- "the things that are more excellent." 

God grant tha:t from the blood and ashes and 
tears, phoenix-like, there will come a resurrection of 
honor, moral purity, and sympathy, and that all that 
is contemptible and loathsome will be stamped out. 

As a pall descends on our nation and the world is 
once again faced with the certain prospect of war, we 
renew our renouncement of sin and our commitment 
to righteousness. 

"Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed. For in the image of God made he man." 

"0 Jehovah ... renew our days as of old." 
"But they that wait for Jehovah shall renew their 

strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary_; they shall walk, and 
not faint." Fp 

(Roy]. Hearn has gone to reap the fruit of a long life of faithful service to the Lord of the harvest. His grand
daughter, AQnie Maddux, has sent to us several of his unpublished manuscripts. She is eager for his influence for 
good to contirzue -and so are we. With this issue of the paper, we happily print the first of these articles.) 

Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks 1 
By Roy J. Hearn, deceased 

The evidences for the existence of God are so 
abundant that it is difficult to see how any 
sane, sensible, . sincere person, honest with 

himself and the evidence available, cannot be con
vinced. 

The same is true of the Bible. It has been prop
erly said, "Man would not have written the Bible if 
he could have, and could not have written it if he 
would have." 

Both the Bible and nature clearly reveal the God 
of heaven, who is the cause of all being and the up
holder of all things good. 

Within the pages of the Bible nothing is more 
strongly stated than that God does not tolerate tak
ing liberties with His word. 

· The bounds of the law of Moses were set that 

nobody was allowed to add to or take from what 
God ordained (Deut. 4:2; 12:32). 

It is further noted that none should turn aside to 
the right or the left of it (Deut. 5 :32). 

The Old Testament is not law to anyone today, 
but is written for our learning and admonition (Rom. 
15:4). 

The bounds of the gospel of Christ have likewise 
been set. In Galatians 1:6-12 the Holy Spirit through 
the apostle Paul states that anyone who preaches a 
different gospel from that which he preached would 
be accursed. 

Any addition, subtraction or substitution is a per
version, that is, a deviation from the true, a pollution 
of the gospel of Christ. 

God set the bounds completely by the Holy 
October 2001 
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Spirit through inspired men and forbids that any 
other gospel be preached ijohn 14:25; 16:13-15). 

Timothy was told to "Charge some that they 
teach no other doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:3), and "The 
things that thou hast heard of me among many wit
nesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also." 

Galatians 3:15 teaches that no man should annul 
or add to the last covenant. 

2 John 9-11 states that anyone who goes beyond 
the word of God is without God and Christ. 

In view of the abundant scriptures that forbid 
tampering with the word of God, and in view of 
fliese strong admonitions, please observe carefully 
that which follows. 

The Ancient Landmarks Are Not To Be Removed. 

Deuteronomy 19:14 states: "Thou shalt not remove 
thy neighbor's landmark which they of old time have 
set." 

It is further recorded: "Cursed be he that 
removeth his neighbor's landmark" (Deut. 27:17). 
Proverbs 22:28 states: "Remove not the ancient 
landmarks which thy fathers have set." The princes 
of Judah were condemned for removing the bounds 
(Hosea 5:10-11). Job 24:2 states: "Some remove the 
landmarks." 

It was dishonest to move the landmarks and 
thereby steal another's property. It would be dishon
est now for one to set his fence over ten or twenty 
feet and claim his neighbor's land. 

It is said that an ancient mariner steered his ship 
from the Mediterranean through the Straight of 
Gibraltar and out upon the bosom of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Mter several days of sailing and no land 
sighted, the captain remarked: "There is nothing be
yond." 

Likewise the atheist says: "There is nothing be
yond life; there is no God in heaven; no life after this 
one," but his short-sight limits his horizon. 

In January 1966 a professor at Emory University 
in Atlanta announced "God is dead." This brought a 
large volume of protests. The Lamented Marshall 
Keeble, a great preacher, remarked: "I know that 
God is not dead, for I talked to Him this morning." 

God upholds all things by the word of his power 
(Heb. 1:3 ). If God were dead, all the laws of nature 
would be in collision and confusion, and the whole 
human race would be wiped out. 

Some are trying to replace the Bible doctrine of 
Creation with the stupid hypothesis of evolution. 
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It is being propagated on every hand, from kin
dergarten to graduate school, and even has infil
trated some pulpits. There is nothing that has ever 
been concocted by mankind that is more senseless 
and unreasonable than that all things came into ex
istence accidentally, not by an intelligent, divine Cre
ator. 

A book, Theistic Evolution, which was written in 
1987 by Brother Bert ThompsC?n, President of 
Apologetics Press, exposes the fallacies of evolution. 

Every elder and preacher should have a copy. 

Annie Maddux 
1040 University Dr. # \1 

Edwardsville, IL 62025-5557 
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Should We Try Harder? 
(continued on from page 1) 

Most instinctively approve of trying to do better 
either materially _or spiritually. 

How can one have an abundance of earthly 
goods and yet not "lay up for himself treasures on 
earth" (Matt. 6:19)? 

Can a person be content with what he has, yet 
try to get more? 

The rich man of Luke 12 wanted to build bigger 
barns and was called a fool. Was he a fool because he 
had much and wanted more, or because of his mis
placed priorities. 

He was not "rich toward God" (v. 21). 
We may yearn for a closer walk with Jesus and a 

deeper insight into spiritual truths, but not be dis
contented. 

One may plead with God for unfulfilled longings 
- yet have the peace that passes understanding 
(Phil. 4:6-7). 

Paul was content, yet was constantly pressing to 
be more like Christ. He was satisfied with his secu
rity in Jesus - "persuaded that Christ was able to 
keep that which Paul had committed to him" (2 Tim. 
1: 12). But Paul was not frustrated, or anxious. 

We should strive to do and be better in all areas, 
physical, material or spiritual, without being discon
tented. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
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Komitet Gosudarstvenno Bezopasnosti 
By Weldon Longfield 

There has arisen a class of preachers, to put it 
bluntly, that think everything is their business. 
Sound judgment and old-fashioned common 

sense have seemingly fallen by the wayside. 
Granted, there was a time when courageous 

preachers helped save us from some pretty serious 
heresies. The days of the Charismatic movement; 
Anti-ism and the encroaching instrumental music is
sue all needed very vocal opposition, and that oppo
sition probably helped save the brotherhood. 

Every foible of every congregation seems to be in 
close scrutiny. 

The brotherhood Komitet Gosudarstvenno 
Bezopasnosti (KGB) needs to ask itself some search
ing questions. 

First, why is the "office" of brotherhood police
men unprecedented in the Bible? 

Where is the authority for someone 2,000 miles 
away to try to regulate other congregations and fel
low preachers? 

Some have gone so far as to try to get lectureship 
appointments cancelled without examining all the 
facts. Who do these people think they are? Does au
tonomy mean anything? Do elders mean anything? 

Second, why. is the "righteous" work of brother
hood policing so accompanied by gossip? 

Is it okay for these regulators to gossip while the 
rest of us can't? 

Peter by inspiration said, "I most certainly under
stand now that God is not one to show partiality, but 
in every nation the man who fears Him and does what 
is right, is welcome to Him" (Acts 10:38-35 NAS). 

Lectureship gossips need to remember that they 
will be held accountable for every word spoken on 
judgment day. Jesus said in Matthew 12:36 ''And I 
say to you, that every careless word that men shall 
speak, they shall render account for it in the day of 
judgment." Has the admonition been forgotten that 
says, "But if you bite and devour one another, take 
care lest you be consumed by one another?" (Gal. 
5:15). Does this passage have no meaning when it 
comes to "protecting the brotherhood"? 

Third, are any mistakes tolerable? Or do they all 
call for a lashing out from a select few? 

Peter wrote, "But grow in the grace and knowl
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 
3:18). Growth implies learning better and changing. 

Each congregation is, or should be, in a state of 
constant growth. That means in a growing state, any 
given congregation or person is going to be wrong 
about some things. This writer thought when he first 
began to preach that women could not teach male 
children. I had no schooling and was not raised in 
the church. Should something like this be the fodder 
for exposing the truth on the lectureship circuit? 

Fourth, it is dismaying to see what is being 
fought about. One of the "heresies" that is a hot 
topic today is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. All 
sound brethren know that the Holy Spirit is not 
working miracles today, or guiding outside the 
Word. Yet there is a small group making the method 
of indwelling a test of fellowship. 

Fifth, this cadre of brotherhood vigilantes some
times makes versions of the Bible an issue. Certainly 
some versions are better than others. 
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All versions of the Bible are the work of man. Is 
man perfect? The King James Version was a modern 
translation once as was the American Standard Ver
sion. Did the knowledge to translate the Bible disap
pear with those generations? 

Christ spoke Koine Greek, the language of the 
day. Are we to be branded for not reading from a 
version of the Bible 400 years old? 

Sixth, what about division in the church? Christ 
prayed. "Holy Father, keep them in Thy name, the 
name which Thou hast given Me, that they may be 
one, even as We are" Oohn 17: 11-12). 

Paul wrote. "Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, 
and there be no divisions among you, but you be 
made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

Do these words mean nothing? Is it okay to ig-

nore .them over the use of a certain translation? How 
will we answer to this sort of thing on judgment day? 

Seventh, does this vigilante attitude know any 
boundaries? Can a preacher or elders anywhere sin
cerely and in a God-fearing way think independently 
without being the victim of this harassment? Paul 
wrote, "But if you bite and devour one another, take 
care lest you be consumed by one another" (Gal. 5: 15). 

Eighth, there seems to be a phobia amongst some 
in our police-force-brethren against large congrega
tions. This may have something to do with the fact 
that some of our "best" policemen have never been 
able to preach for a large one. Do they lack the tal
ent? Never underestimate the power of preacher 
jealousy. 

Some "heroes" of the faith may find themselves 
on the hot side of eternity. 
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Good Example 
By Ed Smithson 

0 n May 3, 1999 a tornado hit the Oklahoma 
City area. It destroyed 40 percent of the 
homes in Moore, Okla., just south of Okla

homa City. 
The storm destroyed the building of the North

east Church of Christ. 
The 150-member church was in its second build

ing, which they had occupied since 1979. 
Once the building was paid for, the elders, a mis

sion-minded group, decided to use all the resources 
that had been used to pay for the building to do mis
sion work.· 

By the time disaster struck in May 1999, almost 
60 percent of their contributions were used to teach 
the word of God in various parts of the world. 

Two things occupied their minds as they assessed 
the damage done by the storm. Would they be able to 
rebuild, and would they be able to keep up their mis
sion work. 

Insurance adjusters answered the first question 
quickly. They would not be able to salvage the build
ing. It was a total loss. 

Having seen how other churches had curtailed 
mission efforts when in building programs, they de-
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cided early on, they would at least maintain the mis
sion work they were engaged in at the time. 

On Sunday, February 25, 2001 they had their 
first service in a new plant in a new location. 

They had not curtailed any of the mission work 
they were doing at the time of the destruction of 
their meeting place. 

They changed preachers during this time. 
Lindsey Warren was their preacher for 17 years. He 
accepted a position to teach at Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity in Henderson, Tennessee. Russ Dyer, long 
time preacher at the Drexel church in Oklahoma 
City, became the preacher for the congregation. 

During this transition of building a building and 
changing preachers, they continued with the mission 
work they were doing. 

P. 0. Box 791 
Highland, CA 92346-0791 
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· (].]. Reeve, a professor at Southwestern Theological Seminary, Forth Worth, Texas, wrote a piece called My 
Personal Experience with Higher Criticism. We take the liberty of presenting an excerpt from the article be
cause of the wisdom with which it is written and the unassailable logic of the writer. Would that all teachers of 
theology had the good sense to reject the fallacies of Higher Criticism because such critics reject the Bible as the 
very word of very God.) 

An Excerpt from 
11My Personal Experience With Higher Criticism'' 

T he purpose of this article is to state in a very 
brief way the influences that led me to accept 
certain of the views of the Higher Criticism, 

and after further consideration, to reject them. Nec
essarily the reasons for rejecting will be given at 
greater length than those for accepting. Space will 
not permit me to mention names of persons, books, 
articles and various other influences that combined 
to produce these results. I shall confin~ myself to an 
outline of the mental processes that resulted from 
my contact with the Critical Movement. In outlining 
this change of view, I shall deal with -

I. The Presuppositions of the Higher Criticism 
These presuppositions and assumptions are the de
termining elements in the entire movement. Once 
they are understood, it is not difficult to understand 
the higher critics. It is their philosophy or world
view that is responsible for all their speculations and 
theories. Their mental attitude towards the world 
and its phenomena is the same as their attitude to
ward the Bible and the religion therein revealed. 
These presuppositions appealed to me very strongly. 
Having spent some time at one of the great American 
universities, thus coming in contact with some of the 
leading minds of the country, the critical view was 
presented to me very ably and attractively. Though 
resisted for a time, the forcefulness of the teaching 
and influence of the university atmosphere largely 
won my assent. The critics seemed to have the logic 
of things on their side. The results at which they had 
arrived seemed inevitable. But upon closer thinking I 
saw that the whole movement with its conclusions 
was the result of the adoption of the hypothesis of 
evolution. My professors had accepted this view, and 
were thoroughly convinced of its correctness as a 
working hypothesis. Thus I was made to feel the 
power of this hypothesis and to adopt it. This world
view is wonderfully fascinating and almost compel-

ling. The vision of a cosmos developing from the 
lowest types and stages upward through beast and 
man to higher and better man is enchanting and al
most overwhelming. That there is a grain of truth in 
all this most thinkers will concede. One can hardly 
refuse to believe that through the ages "An increasing 
purpose runs," that there is "One God, one law, one 
element, and one far-off divine event to which the 
whole creation moves." This world-view had to me 
at first a charm and witchery that was almost intoxi
cating. It created more of a revolution than an evolu
tion in my thinking. But more careful consideration 
convinced me that the little truth in it served to sug
arcoat and give plausibility to some deadly errors 
that lurked within. I saw that the hypothesis did not 
apply to a great part of the world's phenomena. 

That this theory of evolution underlies and is the 
inspiration of the Higher Criticism goes without say
ing. That there is a grain of truth in it we may admit or 
not, as we see fit, but the whole question is, what kind 
of evolution is it that has given rise to this criticism. 
There are many varieties of the theory. There is the 
Idealism of Hegel, and the Materialism of Haeckel; a 
theistic evolution and an antitheistic; the view that it 
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is God's only method, and the view that it is only one 
of God's methods; the theory that includes a Creator, 
and the theory that excludes Him; the deistic evolu
tion, which starts the world with God, who then with
draws and leaves it a closed system of cause and effect, 
antecedent and consequent, which admits of no break 
or change in the natural process. There is also the 
theory that on the whole there is progress, but allow
ance must be made for retrogression and degenera
tion. This admits of the direct action of God in arrest
ing the downward process and reversing the current; 
that is, there is an evolution through revelation, etc., 
rather than a revelation by evolution. On examining 
the evolution of the leaders of the Critical School, I 
found that it was of a naturalistic or practically deistic 
kind. All natural and mental phenomena are in a 
closed system of cause and effect, and the hypothesis 
applies universally, to religion and revelation, as well 
as to mechanisms. 

This type of evolution may not be accepted by all 
adherents of the Critical School, but it is substan
tially the view of the leaders, Reuss, Graf, Vatke, 
Kuenen and Wellhausen. To them all nature and his
tory are a product of forces within and in process of 
development. There has not been and could not be 
any direct action of God upon man, there could be 
no break in the chain of cause and effect, of anteced
ent and consequent. Hence there can be no miracle 
or anything of what is known as the supernatural. 
There could be no "interference" in any way with 
the natural course of events, there could be no "in
jection" of any power into the cosmic process from 
without, God is shut up to the one method of bring
ing things to pass. He is thus little more than a pris-
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oner in His own cosmos. Thus I discovered that the 
Critical Movement was essentially and fundamen
tally anti-supernatural and anti-miraculous. Accord
ing to it all religious movements are human develop
ments along natural and materialistic lines. The reli
gion of Israel and the Bible is no exception, as there 
can be no exception to this principle. The revelation 
contained in the Bible is, strictly speaking, no revela
tion; it is a natural development with God in the cos
mic process behind it, but yet a steady, straight-lined, 
mechanical development such as can be traced step 
by step as a flight of stairs may be measured by a 
foot-rule. There could have been no epoch-making 
revelation, no revivals and lapses, no marvelous ex
hibitions of divine power, no real redemption. With 
these foregone conclusions fixed in their minds, the 
entire question is practically settled beforehand. As it 
is transparently clear that the Bible on the face of it 
does not correspond to this view, it must be. rear
ranged so as to correspond to it. To do this, they 
must deny point-blank the claims and statements of 
most of the Bible writers. Now, if the Bible claims to 
be anything, it claims to be a revelation from God, a 
miraculous or supernatural book, recording the nu
merous direct acts of God in nature and history, and 
His interference with the natural course of events. 
Are the writers of the Bible correct, or are the critics? 
It is impossible that both should be right. 

Reasoning thus, it became perfectly clear to me 
that the presuppositions and beliefs of the Bible writ
ers and of the critics were absolutely contradictory. To 
maintain that the modern view is a development and 
advance upon the Biblical view is absurd. No presup
position can develop a presupposition, which contra
dicts and nullifies it. To say that the critical position 
and the Biblical position, or the traditional evangelical 
view which is the same as the Biblical, are reconcil
able, is the most fatuous folly and delusion. Kuenen 
and others have recognized this contradiction and 
have acknowledged it, not hesitating to set aside the 
Biblical view. Many of their disciples have failed to see 
as clearly as their masters. They think the two can be 
combined. I was of the same opinion myself, but fur
ther reflection showed this to be an impossibility. I 
thought it possible to accept the results of the Higher 
Criticism without accepting its presuppositions. 

This is saying that one can accept as valid and true 
the results of a process and at the same time deny the 
validity of the process itself. But does not this involve 
an inner contradiction and absurdity? If I accept the 
results of the Kuenen-Wellhausen hypothesis as cor-



rect, then I accept as correct the methods and pro
cesses that led to these results, and if I accept these 
methods, I also accept the presuppositions that give 
rise to these methods. If the "assured results" of which 
the critics are so fond of boasting are true, then the 
naturalistic evolution hypothesis, which produced 
these results, is correct. Then it is impossible to accept 
the miraculous or supernatural, the Bible as an au
thoritative record of supernatural revelation is com
pletely upset and its claims regarding itself are false 
and misleading. I can see no way of escaping these 
conclusions. There is no possible middle ground as I 
once fondly imagined there was. Thus I was com
pelled to conclude that although there is some truth in 
the evolutionary view of the world, yet as an explana-

tion of history and revelation it is utterly inadequate, 
so inadequate as to be erroneous and false. A world
view must be broad enough to admit of all the facts of 
history and experience. Even then it is only a human 
point of view and necessarily imperfect. Will any one 
dare to say that the evolutionary hypothesis is divine? 
Then we would have a Bible and a philosophy both 
claiming to be divine and absolutely contradicting 
each other. To attempt to eliminate the miraculous 
and supernatural from the Bible and accept the re
mainder as divine is impossible, for they are all one 
and inextricably woven together. In either case the 
Book is robbed of its claims to authority. Some critics 
do not hesitate to deny its authority and thus cut 
themselves loose from historical Christianity. 
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Two Examples of Calvinism 
By Jim Lundy 

Recently I ran across two examples of the doc
trines of Calvinism. One of them deals with 
one who seeks to become a Christian, and the 

other relates to one who is said to be a Christian. 
The following quotation is an example of the 

false premise of Calvinism involved in the process of 
one becoming a Christian. 

Modernism goes up and down the land and tells 
us that all mankind are hungry to know God; 
but that is only what modernism says. Nobody 
wants to know God, nobody wants to be saved, 
nobody wants to live in eternity with God, no
body wants to keep out of hell until God al
mighty himself can create that thirst, through 
the Holy Spirit, in that heart. There isn't a per
son listening to me this morning who is saved 
because you sought the Lord. You are saved be
cause the lord sought you, gave you a thirst for 
something you didn't have, convicted you of 
your awful need, and you stopped long enough 
for him to catch up with you and save you" 
(Quoted from a Baptist publication, The Sword 
of the Lord, edited by John R. Rice, a well
known Baptist preacher). 

This statement is an indictment against God for 
every person who is lost! 

On Pentecost, when Peter presented the gospel 
for the first time, at the conclusion of the sermon 
many people cried out, "Men and brethren, what 

shall we do?" (Acts 2:3 7). Calvinism would have 
been forced to remind Peter that there isn't anything 
they can do! 

Peter continued, "Repent, and be baptized, every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis
sion of sins" (Acts 2:38). Once again Calvinism 
would be compelled to remind Peter than works do 
not save us, so baptism could not be a part of the sal
vation process. 

Peter, not knowing this, continued to teach and 
exhort them, saying, "Save yourselves from this un
toward generation" (Acts 2:40). 

According to Calvinism, salvation is a direct re
sult of the Holy Spirit convicting an individual in the 
heart. Without that direct operation no salvation 
could occur! This makes God and the Holy Spirit re
sponsible for every soul that is lost! 

'1\.nd the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely" (Rev. 22: 17). 

According the teachings of Calvinism there are 
no "whosoever will." The passage in Revelation 
clearly indicates that people have a choice, an option 
to respond to the gospel of Christ or to refuse it. 
Revelation 22:17 clearly shows an invitation to sal
vation extended by the Holy Spirit and the bride (the 
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church) involves the human will. 
The above deals with the teaching of Calvinism 

before one is considered to be a Christian. 
Now I want to look at another statement by an

other Baptist preacher as to their idea about those 
who have become Christians. This statement was 
made by J. Frank Norris more than sixty years ago, 
and is here copied from the December 1945 issue of 
The Vindicator, then published and edited by brother 
E. C. Fuqua. 

The way a Christian lives, what he says, his char
acter, his conduct, or his anitude toward other 
people, has nothing to do with the salvation of 
his soul. ... All the prayers a man may pray, all 
the Bible he may read, all the churches he may 
he may belong to, all the services he may attend, 
all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he 
may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the 
benevolent acts he may perform, will not make 
his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may 
commit, from murder to idolatry, will not make 
his soul in any more danger. 

This statement is the heart of Calvinism in its 
most damnable form! This is clear statement of the 
"you can't fall from grace" theory. This teaching flies 
in the face of many biblical statements. 

Let's notice a few. Pau l states in Galatians 5:4: 
"Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever 
of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from 
grace." 

In Galatians 5:19-20 Paul lists a number of sins 
(including the two that Mr. Norris mentioned), and 
then said, "They that do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God." 

These two statements set forth the Calvinists di
lemma regarding salvation: "If you don't have it, you 
can't get it; if you've got it, you can't lose it." 

The Bible teaches neither of these ideas. If men 
are predestined before birth to be either saved or 
lost, what is the purpose of preaching the gospel? 

Some say that it is God's way of calling out the 
saved. But, if they are already saved, and nothing 
they can do or fail to do will ever change that, why 
bother? Neither the saint nor the sinner can possibly 
be in a better condition after receiving the gospel. 
The saint is still saved. The sinner is still lost. 

It is important for us to understand these dogmas 
of Calvinism. This doctrine is widely held in the reli
gious world, being taught in part or in whole by 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and most other sects. 

Another concern is that some of our preachers 
are beginning to teach some of the principles of Cal-
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vinism today. An example of this occurred recently 
in a publication designed primarily for the purpose 
of evangelism. The article deals with a team of men 
who were preparing to go to Europe in the early 
1960s. The article quotes the following statement 
from a denominational preacher, G. Campbell Mor
gan, as follows: 

God has foreordained the works to w_hich He 
has called you. H e has been ahead of you pre
pa ring the place to which you are coming and 
manipulating all the resources of the universe in 
order that the work you do may be a part of His 
whole great and gracious work. 

T his statement is nothing more than an accep
tance of Calvin's theory of predestination, and is an 
example of this doctrine infiltrating the church. 

Calvinism is wrong in every one of its five major 
points -from inherited depravity to the security of 
the believer. 

Let us prayerfully examine things that are taught, 
and determine that we will stand fai thfully upon the 
word of God. 
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Reducing Confusion 
By Frazier Conley 

Christian worship has been a subject of dispute 
for a long time. Why cannot Christians, 
those who take the simple word of the New 

Testament for what it says, have more harmony in 
what they say about it? We would suggest that there 
is a reason for the disturbance. Like many other mat
ters we would propose that much of the confusion 
goes back to definitions. 

What should be noted is that when an English
speaking person expresses a proposition about wor
ship (or any other religious matter) one might nor
mally assume that his words would have meanings 
that conform to accepted standards of English. If a 
proposition were being affirmed that uses words 
with specialized definitions, it would seem reason
able that such a definition should be made explicit. 

In reading various expositions of worship, one 
finds that special definitions are at times assumed, 
and that the definitions of normal usage are, at least 
in part, ignored. The process by which this occurs is 
something that also happens in connection with 
other Bible subjects, and which also creates misun
derstandings for those discussions. 

Here is the process that sometimes happens: 
(1) a proposition is advanced about a Bible sub

ject; 
(2) the English Bible is consulted on the matter 

and the particular English word most directly ex
pressing the subject is singled out for study; 

(3) an English concordance is used "to determine 
the various passages where the word occurs; 

(4) perhaps the underlying Greek and Hebrew 
words found in those passage are ascertained and 
taken into account; 

(5) concordances and other word study tools are 
consulted for usage and definition; and 

(6) conclusions are drawn about the word (topic) 
under study. 

There is a flaw, however, in this apparently 
straightforward procedure, and perhaps it can be il
lustrated. The case is not entirely parallel, but sup
pose one wants to do a study on the subject of bap
tism. He consults the various passages that contain 
the English words baptism and baptize. He ascertains 

the underlying Greek words (baptizo and its cog
nates). He looks at usage and definition. Finally he 
draws conclusions. But his study of baptism may be 
flawed. It is certainly incomplete. Why? Because ac
cording to the process it was limited to the English 
words baptize and baptism and their underlying 
originals. Therefore, overlooked are such passages as 
John 3:5, 1 Corinthians 6:11, Ephesians 5:26-27, Ti
tus 3:5, Hebrews 10:22, etc; passages where the con
cept of baptism is present, but not the exact words. 

Again to illustrate, if one wished to study a sub
ject such as meditation one would find about 20 pas
sages in the AV where the English word meditation, 
etc. occurs. One could look at the underlying words 
from the original languages. But what if one failed to 
examine passages in which such words as think, con
sider, ponder and contemplate occur? One's study 
would be incomplete because the English definition 
and concept of meditation is broader than the places 
where it is explicitly so translated in the English ver
sion. To make a complete statement about the bibli
cal teaching on meditation one would have to 
broaden one's examination. Translators cannot put 
all the possible legitimate English equivalents into 
their renderings of a single word or phrase from the 
original. 

So what does this have to do with worship? En
glish dictionaries, in general, have two main defini
tions for the word worship when used with reference 
to deity. First, they refer to devotion accorded to 
God. Under this definition, besides devotion, they 
may use such words as honor, homage, reverence, 
veneration, love, allegiance, and adoration. These are 
said to be paid to, accorded to, rendered to, or ten
dered to God. 

Second, the English dictionaries refer to worship 
as formal or ceremonious rendering of devotion to 
God, as in the example: They attended worship this 
morning. Among the expressions found in their defi
nitions might be such phrases as the following: a set 
of ceremonies, prayers, or other religious forms; to at
tend services of divine worship; to take part in public 
worship; religious ritual; religious exercises; etc. 

The English definitions seem to refer (1) to the 
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inner attitudes of reverence, veneration, and honor; 
and (2) to the outward acts, forms, or rituals by which 
the inner attitude is displayed. At other times the lexi
cographers seem to be reluctant to identify a hard and 
fast distinction between the inner and outer, and con
nect the two ideas under one definition. 

At any rate, if one sets out to do a study of wor
ship as represented by the English word worship, and 
as it is found in common English usage, and thus as it 
is defined in the English dictionaries one wou ld have 
to look up and consider not only Bible passages 
where translators have actually used the word wor
ship, but also the Bible passages which express such 
ideas as honor, homage, reverence, veneration, love, 
allegiance, and adoration toward God. 

For completeness one would have to consider 
also passages where the scriptures discuss religious 
ceremonies, prayers, and other religious forms. One 
would therefore have to examine all the passages 
where there is reference to the formal activities that 
took place in ceremonious expressions of reverence 
to God. For example, since offerings and sacrifices 
and prayers and incense burning are religious forms 
found in the Bible, then to study worship in its com
plete standard sense, one would have to include an 
analysis of these and similar matters, and not exclude 
them, as has been done. 

Therefore, to limit one's study of and conclu
sions about worship only to those passages where 
translators have rendered an expression from the 
original with the very specific English word worship 
(and cognates), and even to expand that to the un
derlying original words, would hardly be a complete 
study. 

To put it another way, there is a difference be
tween (1) a study of the biblical concept of worship 
as the word (and the topic it expresses) is commonly 
used in English and defined in the English dictionar
ies, and (2) a study based exclusively on those pas
sages where translators have decided that expres
sions in the original text are most appropriately ren
dered by the particular word worship. Those two 
studies are going to yield different results. Christians 
in their discussions ought to be clear in their own 
minds and make specific to others which of these 
two approaches they are using. 

There would be nothing illegitimate about a 
study of passages where the English word worship 
occurs or only of passages where proskuneo, 
leitourgeo, etc. occur. But to limit one's examination 
in this way and call it a complete study of "worship" 
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would be misleading. It would be misleading because 
in English worship denotes any religious form by 
w hich veneration is expressed. Therefore, it would 
be giving a specialized definition to the English word 
worship without notifying one's audience. 

So far as worship is concerned, only confusion 
can result in discussions where one person is using or 
applying a particular definition and others are using 
and applying the entire concept of the word as it is 
used in the King's English. 

Once my sister and I agreed to meet one another 
at a certain time in a large city at "the bus station." I 
was thinking of Greyhound, she was thinking of 
Continental. We never did meet. 

To reduce confusion about worship and other 
Bible subjects, one should be sure that when one sets 
forth a proposition, one is using standard English 
definitions. Otherwise, one should be careful to de
fine his terms. We suggest that if this were done, con
troversy could sometimes be reduced or avoided, not 
only in the matter of worship, but also in other areas 
of discussion. P.O. Box 7 

Whitewright, TX 75491 
fcon/ey@airmail.net 
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Max Lucado Confirms 
He Has 11Forsaken Us'' 

By E. Claude Gardner 

Have we been slow learners about the teach 
ings of the popular and prolific writer Max 
Lucado who is the minister of the Oak Hills 

Church of Christ in San Antonio? 
Questions have often been raised about his doc

trine on grace and the sinner's prayer. In the summer 
of 2001 he has made it unmistakably clear in an inter
view that he has forsaken the church of the New Tes
tament. Unequivocally he let the world know when 
the Baptist Standard, an eminent journal of the Bap
tists, interviewed him. Excerpts are reported as fol
lows: 

The interviewer asked Lucado: "Why are you a 
Church of Christ minister? Tell us about your call to 
the ministry." He told of "two years experience in a 
church in Florida. That's when I began to be aware 
of the legalism in the Churches of Christ." He spent 
five years as a missionary in Brazil and "when I came 
back in 19 8 8 I had an opportunity to join forces with 
Willow Creek Community Church in Chicago and 
others." "I have never felt a call to leave the Church 
of Christ." "But I really don't consider myself a 
Church of Christ minister. I consider myself a minis
ter at Oak Hills, which happens to still call them
selves a Church of Christ. But if I would leave Oak 
Hills I couldn't see myself going to another Church 
of Christ. I would go anywhere the Lord sends me. I 
think I would be a good Baptist." 

His response to a question on baptism confirms 
what he has taught in his books. "There are those in 
Churches of Christ who teach baptism is a good work 
necessary for a person to be saved. I certainly do not 
hold to that." He has accepted the Baptist belief. He 
stated he is also studying two other Baptist beliefs. "I 
am trying to study through, such as millennialism, but 
I still don't have it figured out. Right now I am trying 
to get a better grasp of eternal security." The sermons 
at Oak Hill are those presented in his books for he 
said, " I write books based on my sermons." 

From his own words it is definite that Lucado has 
forsaken several pivotal points of New Testament 
Christianity. Let us pray for his return. 

Find 0 A" Church 
The "sinner's prayer" preacher, Lucado, has in his 
book, He Did This Just For You, that a person is 
saved by prayer and faith alone. He writes, "Once 
you have placed your faith in Christ, I urge you to 
take three steps .... Baptism demonstrates and cel
ebrates our decision to follow Jesus .... These three 
steps - baptism, Bible reading and belonging to 
a church- are essential to your faith." Note that he 
urges joining "a" church and not "the church" of 
the New Testament. The Lord teaches that becom
ing a member of the church happens at the same 
time one is saved by obeying the gospel as was 
done in the first century. On the birthday of the 
church about 3,000 that believed, and repented 
were baptized unto the remission of sins and, 
then, at the same moment, they were added to the 
church (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). Lucado's doctrine differs 
because he teaches the sinner's prayer, faith only, 
and non-essentiality of belonging to the Lord's 
church. 

[Editor's comment: to see a complete report of 
the above-mentioned interview go to http:// 
www.baptiststandard.com/200 1/8 _ 6/print.html] 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 
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(As we were preparing this issue of the paper we 
learned that at about 9 p.m. Aug. 29; E. Claude 
Gardner, his wife, Delorese, and son-in-law and 
daughter Sam and Phyllis Hester fell victim to a car 
accident in Walnut, Miss. Delorese Gardner passed 
away as a result of the accident. Claude Gardner was 
airlifted from the scene of the accident to Memphis 
with head injuries, a collapsed lung, and a broken el
bow. Currently, he is in stable but critical condition 
in the ICU of Memphis Medical Center. Phyllis Hester 
was admitted to the hospital, she had suffered a se-. 
vere cut to the side of her right knee. Sam Hester suf
fered a broken collarbone but was not admitted to the 
hospital.) ~ 
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It's Time to Stop It 
By Hollis Miller 

P lease carefully read a few passages: 
There are six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven 

are an abomination to Him: a proud look, A ly
ing tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A 
heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are 
swift in running to evil, A false witness who 
speaks lies, And one who sows discord among 
brethren (Prov. 6:16-19 NKJV). 

Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no division among 
you, but that you be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment (1 Cor. 
1:10 NKJV). 

I do not pray for these alone, but also for 
those who will believe in Me through their 
word; that they all may be one, as You Father, 
are in me, and I in You; that they also may be 
one in Us, that the world may know that You 
have sent Me Uohn 17:20-21 NKJV). 

Many scriptures make it abundantly plain that 
God is not pleased when disunity exists among his 
people. Yet, today matters that have no place among 
the saints of God are troubling churches across the 
land. It's time to stop it! 

Several times over the past two or three years I 
have passed a beautiful building that once housed a 
thriving congregation. Today that building belongs 
to a civic organization because a quarrelsome divi
sion occurred. 

Another congregation where I have conducted 
two gospel meetings has been reduced to a small 
number because division gained preeminence over 
unity. 

Somebody is guilty of betraying the prayer of 
Jesus that his people be one. 

G. C. Brewer was once asked when he was going 
to stop preaching on love. He replied, "When my 
brethren start loving one another." It would be ap
propriate to add, "And when they start loving the 
Lord more than they love their own petty opinions 
and selfish ambitions." 

So long as time endures the words of Abraham to 
his nephew, Lot, should echo in the ears of God's 
people. "Let there be no strife between you and me 
... for we are brethren" (Gen. 13:8). 
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Strife is usually the fruit of someone's cantanker
ousness or a failure to properly understand and ap
ply a scriptural teaching. 

Paul wrote to Titus, "Reject a divisive man after 
the first and second admonition, knowing that such a 
person is warped and sinning, being self-condemned 
(Titus 3 :9). 

Fussing and wrangling rips a congregation apart? 
Please read Galatians 5:15. 

There are four truths every child of God needs to 
keep in mind. 

(1) God is wiser than the combined judgment of 
all men. 

(2) The word of God is to be honored above the 
words of theologians and religious geniuses. 

(3) 1 esus Christ is the only head of the church. 
His headship must be honored at all times. 

(4) Every child of God is a servant, not a master. 
Preachers of the gospel are to preach the word (2 

Tim. 4:2). 
Elders are to shepherd the flock, and resist 

usurpers (Acts 20:28). 
Christians are to demonstrate their discipleship 

by loving one another Uohn 13:35; See Phil. 2:2-4). 
The Lord's people are in the soul-saving, God

serving business. 
It is a sinful world out there, and no amount of 

worldly scholarship or charisma will ever be able to 
redeem it. 

Redemption from sin is in the cross, and that 
must guide every step the church takes. 

The Lord's prayer, "That the world may know 
You have sent Me" should be in the forefront of our 
thinking. 

· It's time for nitpicking, selfishness, and 
Diotrephesism to stop! 

19 Wilkens Rd. 
Cadiz, KY 42211 
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Paul's Odet of Nameless Men 
By Bruce R. Curd 

P aul alone of the eight writers of the New Testa
ment makes mention of the octet of un
named men. The apostle does, however, use 

descriptive adjectives in his references to these men. 
Let us study each of them. 

The (1) ulnward Man" and the (2) uoutward Man" 
The "inward man" is mentioned three times (Eph. 
3:16; Rom. 7:22; 2 Cor. 4:16). 

In the first instance the "inner" man, as opposed 
to the outward man, which needs strengthening is 
the region where our consciences, motives, thoughts, 
and affections exist. It is the seat of influence. It is 
nourished by the inspired word of God (1 Pet. 3:4), 
which builds up and strengthens (Acts 20:32.) 

The outward man is that alone which is seen and 
considered by men. The inward man is that which 
stands particularly with reference to God and eternity. 

In the remaining two scriptures the inward man 
is the mind; without regard to the state, whether 
unregenerated or regenerated. It is the mind (vv. 23, 
25), the "spirit" of man (1 Cor. 2: 11), as contrasted 
with the outward man - the body, or flesh. Peter re
fers to it as the "hidden man of the heart" (1 Pet. 
3:4 ), without which man would not be man - rea
soning being. 

This inward or hidden man is the location of our 
reason and will which occur in our moral and spiri
tual nature, where one can delight, as did Paul, in the 
law of God (Rom. 7 :22-25). 

It is the place where we need motivational rein
forcement to glorify God by doing our duty, bearing 
trials, withstanding temptation, and standing stead
fast though outwardly alone. Thus, although includ
ing emotions, it primarily has reference to those 
higher functions we call our rational powers, and 
never to the emotional nature by itself. 

The "outward man" (2 Cor. 4:16) is not a refer
ence to the "old man" (Rom. 6:6; Eph. 4:22; Col. 
3:9), which we will study presently. 

It rather refers to the physical body, which inexo
rably moves closer to its dissolution with every pass
ing day. 

The apostle Paul was never a robust specimen of 

manhood, and with the fleeting years, and his 
exhaustingly hard ministry, his physical body was be
ing literally worn away. But the results of his ministry 
daily encouraged and strengthened him mentally and 
spiritually. 

Essentially Paul is saying, in this context, if this 
life was all of it, and the physical man was the total
ity of man, encouragement to continue in faithful
ness would be in short supply. But in contrast to the 
perishing outward man, the inward man is renewed 
day by day. 

The (3) uold Man" and the (4) UNew Man" 
The "old man" (Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9; Rom. 6:6), is 
the former or unregenerate life. 

The old Satan-inspired existence is now crucified 
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with Christ (Gal. 2:20; 6: 14.) It is put away-aban
doned - deserted (Rom. 6:3-11; Col. 2: 11; James 
1 :21; 1 Pet. 2: 1). 

The old man is figuratively crucified upon a cross 
in repentance. And as the "old man" or "body of sin" 
was our desire to serve sin (Rom. 6:17-18), this de
sire was buried in the tomb (the waters of baptism), 
and we were raised from its bosom determined to 
serve sin no longer but to walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6: 3,4), as new creatures in Christ Jesus. (2 
Cor. 5:17.) 

Peter refers to the process as the "purging from 
his old sins" (2 Pet. 1 :9). "Ye have put off all these; 
anger wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communica
tions out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, see
ing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds" 
(Col. 3:8-9). 

The "new man", on the other hand, in at least 
two instances (Eph. 4:24 and Col. 3:1 0), refers to 
the new life the Christians enjoys in the Lord (2 Cor. 
5: 17), for "old things are passed away; behold all 
things have become new." 

This new man is said to have been "created in 
righteousness and holiness" (Eph. 4:24). 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and our life is hid with Christ in God (Col. 
3:1-3; cf. Rom. 12:1-2). 

In Ephesians 2:15, the term new man, though it 
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certainly comprehends the new life in Christ, obvi
ously has a wider application than the former pas
sages. 

In this the apostle is speaking of the abolishing of 
the old Jewish system of religion which posed an in
separable barrier between Jew and Gentile. This is 
now gone. God was able to make of the two oppos
ing races "one new man," and accordingly, "making 
peace" between them. 

This was further said to have been "the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby." 

Clearly, then, Paul is speaking of the church
the world's largest "new man" which is now made 
up of many races and classes of man, all of whom are 
united "in Christ." 

The (5) uNatural Man" And The (6) USpiritual Man" 
Most denominational scholars and theologians allege 
that the "natural man" of 1 Corinthians 2:15 is the 
alien sinner, hence, being incapable of believing and 
or understanding the word of God without being 
enlightened directly or immediately by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Kistemaker, representative of this position 
wrote: 

The Greek word which I have translated 
'unspiritual' occurs here and in four other places 
in the New Testament. The translation declares 
what the man is not, namely, spiritual. This is 
exactly what Paul means by contrasting an 
unspiritual person with a spiritual person. The 
former is animate man, filled with soul in the 
sense of life-force, the natural man, in contrast 
to the spiritual man. The natural man belongs to 
the world, while the spiritual man belongs to 
God. The one is an unbeliever and the other a 
believer. The one lacks the spirit while the other 
has the spirit; the one follows natural instincts 
Uude 19), the other follows the Lord 
(Kistemaker, Simon (Baker) Grand Rapids, New 
Testament Commentary on 1 Corinthians, p. 
91). 

Such an interpretation makes the apostle Paul 
contradict himself as well as other New Testament 
writers. Obviously this verse and its context is misap
plied to prove that a sinner simply cannot under
stand the scriptures until he receives direct operation 
of the Holy Spirit to enable him. 

This appears to be the sole purpose for the 
strained and unscriptural position they take on this 
portion of God's word. 

Consider a few passages that are rendered non
sensical when one takes such a stance: 

1. Acts 2:37. The people heard the words of the 



apostle Peter. They were convicted of their sins when 
they heard these words. And this was belief before 
they obeyed or were told to obey. 

2. Acts 17:11. This was before the Bereans were 
obedient to the gospel that they so searched the scrip
tures (v. 12.) 

3. 3 John 5:39. "Search the scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life." But in verse 38, 
Jesus indicted those people for not believing on him. 
Why so if only those who are saved and have been il
luminated directly by the Holy Spirit can understand 
the scriptures? 

4. Romans 10:17. This makes it clear that it is 
the word of God that produces faith. 

5. Romans 1:16. The gospel, not some direct op
eration of the Spirit is God's power unto salvation. 

6. 1 Peter 1:22-23. The truth, not a so-called illu
mination of the Holy Spirit in some direct fashion, 
will purify the heart. 

7. john 17:17. The truth, not something separate 
and apart therefrom, can sanctify the soul. 

Who, then, is Paul's "natural man"? The follow
ing sage comment from the pen of the lamented 
brother Bobby Duncan is right on target. He wrote, 

Who is the 'natural man' of 1 Corinthians 
2: 14? Is he the sinner? Is he the man living with a 
Bible to read, but without the ability to under
stand it without a direct operation of the Holy 
Spirit? An examination of the context will show 
that Paul is discussing the matter of revelation 
and inspiration. The worldly-wise were not re
ceptive to the gospel of Christ as is evident from 
some of the statements in chapter one. For ex
ample, look at verses 18-28. Then when· Paul gets 
into chapter 2 he begins to draw a contrast be
tween those Greek philosophers at Corinth and 
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himself: He told them he 'came not with excel
lency of speech or of wisdom.' In verse 4 he de
clares that his preaching "was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom." Again in verse 5 he 
mentions 'the wisdom of men' and in verse 6, 
'the wisdom of the world.' But back in chapter 
1, verse 21, he had said that the world could 
not know God with this kind of wisdom. He re
iterated this thought in 2:9 when he said, 'Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en
tered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.' He 
continue: in verse 10: 'But God hath revealed 
them unto us by the Spirit.' 

The apostle is saying that what man could 
not know through his natural faculties, God 
had made known by revelation (Gal. 1:10). The 
'natural man' was the uninspired man, probably 
with particular reference to the false teachers at 
Corinth who claimed for themselves superior 
wisdom. But even those with superior wisdom 
could not know the mind of God without its be
ing revealed to them. 

Consider also the naturalist, the geologist, the 
astronomer, etc., who apart from revelation, seek to 
find God. Of course, again, only the divinely in
spired man could ever succeed in this endeavor. 

It is an abuse of this passage to make it mean 
that unregenerate men cannot understand spiritual 
things until God in some direct and independent ac-
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tion, opens their hearts and saves them. 
The receiving of the truth by the unconverted 

man is not in the apostle's mind at all. 
The "natural man," then, was the ordinary man, 

whether learned Greek or barbarian, whom God had 
not selected and filled with the Holy Spirit to reveal 
his gospel to the world. Only the apostles and certain 
other writers of the New Testament were so chosen 
and inspired. 

In conclusion, we would say that the application 
of Paul's statement in its primary context is that none 
of the brilliant orators of Greece had the slightest 
knowledge of the wisdom of God, as revealed in the 
gospel, such wisdom appearing to them as utter fool
ishness (1 Cor. 1 :21). 

And who is the "spiritual man" of verse 15? "He 
that is spiritual" is the inspired man- the man to 
whom the Holy Spirit had been given for the pur
pose of revealing and confirming the gospel, which 
could not be known except by revelation of the 
Spirit. 

Again, the spiritual man is the exact opposite of 
the natural man of verse 14. Hence the inspired man, 
the man through whom the revelation is delivered, is 
the human instrument used by the Spirit to make 
known God's will to man. 

Contextually, the natural man is the man without 
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revelation - that is, he is the one through whom the 
Holy Spirit does not reveal the will of God. The 
natural man has nothing but human wisdom to guide 
him. The spiritual, or inspired man, receives and de
livers the revelation. 

It should be noted here that while revelation is 
delivered to us today in a different form (it is in the 
written word rather than in living men) the principle 
remains the same; man cannot know the will of God 
by his own wisdom; he must depend upon revelation, 
that which is found only in the inspired scriptures. 

The "spiritual man" of verse 15 is the man who 
is inspired of God, the man to whom the Holy Spirit 
gave the gospel, which never could have otherwise 
been made known to the sons of men. 

This applies solely to the company of inspired 
apostles and evangelists (such as Mark, Luke, James 
and Jude) who first received and delivered the great 
body of doctrine by inspiration of God (Heb. 2:3-4; 
Mark 16:20). 

To claim that 1 Corinthians 2:11-16 teaches that 
one cannot understand the written word without be
ing directly enabled by the Holy Spirit is sheer non
sense 

Not a person at Corinth, or anywhere else in the 
first century, for that matter, ever had a complete 
copy of the written New Testament. Then why, oh 
why, would Paul warn people who had no written 
copy of the New Testament that they could not un
derstand the written word without the illumination 
of the Holy Spirit? Paul did not do any such thing! 

Furthermore, to allege that the "natural man" 
and the "spiritual man" of this passage refer to the 
unsaved man and the saved man is preposterous and 
is contradictory to everything Paul wrote in this pre
cious passage. 

The (7) uspiritual Man" 

In 1 Corinthians chapter 2 Paul had told the Corin
thians that they were dependent on the inspired 
apostles for the knowledge of the truth by which 
they might b~come spiritual beings. 

"Spiritual" does not refer to those miraculously 
endowed as in 2: 15, but to spiritually minded, spiri
tually mature, or Spirit directed by the revelation de
livered through miraculously endowed men (Cf. Gal. 
6:1; 1 Pet. 2:5; 1 Cor. 3:1). 

In the case of the Corinthians, however, a proper 
spiritual diet had been made available to these breth
ren, but they, like so many of our day, refused to 
grow thereby (2 Pet. 2:2). 



The (8) •carnal Man" 
Paul refers to those brethren in 1 Corinthians 3: 1, 
who had had ample time to grow up as "carnal." 
They were the babes in Christ who continued to live 
according to the flesh; hence, in some respects, like 
the unconverted, they were full of "envying, and 
strife, and factions" (v. 3). 

The term carnal is from a Latin word that liter
ally means a "fleshpot. But these Corinthians were 
not carnal in the modern sense of "sensual"- but as 
meaning earthly, secular, worldly, having the spirit of 
partisan strife. 

Paul did not deny that these "carnal" Christians 
were Christians; they were still "brethren" (3: 11), 
and "saints" (1:1-2), but their lives were marred by 
various failures. 

"Jealousy and strife" - these evil traits called to 
mind Paul's list of the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-
21) and where these exist, the flesh rules and reigns. 

Had these brethren been "spiritual" (as were 

some others [Gal. 6:1]) they would have been look
ing to Christ and would not have been partisans of 
men, and as the unconverted. 

They needed to repent of their carnality and 
grow up in Christ. 

The "carnal man," in the sense of the unregen
erated, is defined as: "in or of the flesh ... bodily ... 
material ... or worldly - not spiritual. Having to do 
with or preoccupied with bodily or sexual pleasures; 
sensual or sexual" (Webster). 

Such is the one Peter described as "having; eyes 
full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin" (2 
Pet. 2:14). This man is ruled and dominated by hell
ish impulses and makes no pretense at serving God. 
Paul told the Romans "to be carnally minded is 
death." Such an one is the same as the oue who is yet 
clothed with the "old man"- or body of sin. (Rom. 
6:6). 64 Caraway Dr. 
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Spirit's Indwelling 
By Tom Ballard 

When I was a student at Freed-Hardeman 
University in the early 1970s, I always 
looked forward to the segment of the an

nual lectureships known as the Open Forum. Here, 
the late Guy N. Woods would field any question, 
concerning any Bible topic, posed by any one of a 
hundred different men. At some point, someone 
would inevitably ask, "Does the Holy ~pirit dwell in 
us literally or representatively?" Brother Woods 
would then deliver a profound dissertation on how 
the Holy Spirit only dwells in us representatively, 
through the word. 

Then, when brother Woods was finished with his 
response, another highly esteemed preacher, Gus 
Nichols, would raise his hand, ask permission to 
speak, and launch his understanding as to why the 
Holy Spirit dwells in us literally, not representatively. 
Only, while brother Nichols was speaking, he was 
also making his way up to the podium where he 
would commandeer the microphone from brother 
Woods. Everybody laughed, because as soon as 
brother Nichols raised his hand, they knew what was 
coming. When brother Nichols was finished, he 

made his way back to his seat and brother Woods 
would resume answering questions. The two men re
mained friends even though each felt his position 
was truth, demonstrating that there is room in the 
same fellowship for both points of view. 

This debate concerning the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit continues among us. Granted, there are varia
tions on the theme, but the two most popularly held 
views still seem to be those held by the late brethren 
Woods and Nichols. Only now, in some circles, the 
disagreement is not quite as amicable, and that's un
fortunate. Division over the issue is unnecessary be
cause as long as one does not espouse any supernatu
ral manifestations or extra-biblical guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, there should be no point of conflict. 

The advocates of a literal indwelling point to 
scriptures such as Romans 8:9-11: "But ye are not in 
the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in 
you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
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that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you." Also, 1 Corinthians 3: 16: "Know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" These verses, among 
others, seem pretty clear (to many brethren) that a 
literal indwelling is a fact. Gus Nichols, in his book, 
Lectures on the Holy Spirit, felt so strongly in favor 
of a literal indwelling that he wrote that any other 
view (viz., that the indwelling is representative, 
through the word) is to say that the Holy Spirit is not 
in us in any real sense at all. Yet, he did not withdraw 
fellowship with all who disagreed. In that same 
book, he also said, "I see no reason for disturbance 
among us over this question so long as all believe and 
teach that the Holy Spirit does dwell in faithful and 
obedient children of God in some way. The honest 
but misguided interpretations which may be made in 
trying to show how the Spirit dwells in us should 
not, by those on either side, disrupt brotherly love 
and unity, and ravage our brotherhood. 

There are many reasons why one's position as to 
how the Holy Spirit dwells in us should never be 
made a test of fellowship. The only reason which 
needs to be stated now is, that to all who obey the 
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gospel from the heart, the promise will be fulfilled as 
God planned it, whether or not we understand 'how' 
the Spirit dwells in us." 

The other school of thought contends that the 
Spirit dwells in us figuratively, through the word. In 
support of this argument, it is noticed that since nu
merous passages concerning "indwellings" (whether 
God, Jesus or the word) are figurative, and since sev
eral of the texts from which brethren use to prove a 
literal indwelling of the Holy Spirit are couched in 
figurative language, then the Holy Spirit indweJJing 
is also figurative. 

As an example, consider Jesus' dwelling in us. 
John 6:56 says, "He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him." 
Obviously, eating the flesh and drinking the blood of 
Christ is figurative terminology, symbolic of the 
Christian's partaking of the Lord's supper. If that is 
figurative, then our "dwelling" in Christ must also be 
figurative. Indeed, since Christ is in heaven (Acts 
7:56), then for us to literally dwell in Christ would 
mean that we are in heaven. But since we are not in 
heaven, then our "dwelling" in Christ must be figu
rative and, if our "dwelling" in Christ is figurative, 
then Christ "dwelling" in us is also figurative. 

Similarly, 1 John 4:13 says God dwells in us. But 
Jesus said God was in heaven (Matt. 6:9). If we dwell 
in God, and God is in heaven, we must be in heaven. 
Yet we are still on earth, so God dwelling in us must 
be figurative. 

The theory of a representative indwelling, simply 
stated, is that the Spirit dwelling in us is the influence 
of the gospel in the life of a faithful child of God. 
Paul said in Colossians 3: 16: "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly." This, again, is figurative termi
nology. After all, if we were to surgically open a 
Christian, would we find a copy of the Bible some
where near the heart and lungs? Obviously not. Or 
does it mean that to study and incorporate the prin
ciples of Christianity into our lives is to have the 
word of Christ dwell in us? Jesus said, "The words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life" Uohn 6:63). Therefore, according to the theory 
of a reeresentative indwelling, to have the words 
(i.e., the teachings) of Christ dwelling in us is syn
onymous with having the spirit dwelling in us. 

Robert Taylor, the scholarly gentleman from Ten
nessee, believes in a representative, not literal, ind
welling. Yet, his attitude, like brother Nichols', is ap
propriately magnanimous regarding proponents of 
the other school of thought. In his book The Bible 



Doctrine of the H oly Spirit, he says, "Some of my 
warmest and dearest friends contend for a personal 
and actual indwe lling of the Holy Spirit. Yet their alle
giance and loyalty to the word of God is so strong and 
unbending, that they will never advocate or defend 
the Spirit's influencing them except by the word of 
God." 

T he point apparently overlooked by those who 
choose to make this a test of fellowship is that, as long 
as one does not advocate any supernatural manifesta
ti on or extra-biblical guidance of the H oly Spirit, it 
makes no difference to which theory one subscribes. 
After all, where in scripture is a comprehensive under
standing of the indwelling a condition of salvation or 
fellowship? The vast majority of people who are bap
tized into the church o f Christ know nothing about 
the indwe lling of the H oly Spirit, much less how or if 
it dwells in us, at the point of their baptism. Yet, they 
are still saved. They are still in God's fellowship. We 
should not make it a test of fellowship if God does not. 
As the late brethre n Woods and N ichols demon
strated, there is room in the same fellowship for both 
schools of thought. 1553 Tully Rd. 
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Yahweh 
Is on My Side 

By Hugo McCord 

At age 9 0 I am wobbly, sometimes dizzy, with a 
failing memory, but I am not complaining, for 
it is the Lord's doings, and he knows best: 

Before any words are on my tongue, you, 0 
Yahweh, already know them. You are both be
hi nd and in front of me, and your hand is upon 
me. Such knowledge is beyond my understand
ing. It is high a nd I cannot comprehend it (Psa. 
139:4-6). 

When I am "weak" physically (the Lord's doing), 
it is up to Hugo if he is "stro ng" spiritually (2 Cor. 
12:10). Spiritual strength is not the Lord's doing, as 
Paul writes, "Finally, strengthen yourselves in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might" (Eph. 6:10). 

Good Christians in several states and two in 
Scotland (Joe and Beryl Nisbet) are lifting up Hugo's 
name to the Father of "tender mercies" (Psa. 145 :9), 
with assurance from that Father that " I will never 
leave you, and I will neve r fo rsake you" (Heb. 13 :5). 

Every morning I can awake with a smile and 
boldly say, "The Lord is my helper, and I will not be 
afraid" (Heb. 13 :6), and say with the Psalmist, 
"Yahweh is on my side" (11 8:6). 

"0 God, from my youth you have taught me" 
(Psa. 71:17). 

"Now that I am old and gray-headed, 0 God, do 
not forsake me until I have declared your strength to 
this generation, and your power to all who come 
later " (Psa. 71:1 8). 

Thankfully, I have a divine guarantee that he 
"will guide me" by "his counsel" (his Bible), and 
"when my strength fails" he w ill afterward receive 
me to glory" (Psa. 71:9; 73 :24). 

But, thankfully, not to me alone is that glory, but 
also for "an uncountable multitude - from every na
tion and from every t ribe, from all peop les and lan
guages - standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb" (Revelation 7 :9). 

5535 E. Evergreen # 7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
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Capital Punishment 
By A. C.lvey 

W e are concerned about God's original law 
on capital punishment - a law that was 
ordained hundreds of years before the law 

of Moses was given. As Jesus said concerning mar
riage in Matthew 19:8, we are going all the way back 
to the beginning. 

"Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood 
shall be shed. For in the image of God He made 
man" (Gen. 9:6). 

The question is: What does the word of God 
teach on the subject of capital punishment? 

Some people have divided opinions on the death 
penalty. Some claim that Jesus did not support ex
ecutions. Some say that capital punishment is a viola
tion of the sixth commandment - "You shall not 
kill." 

But Genesis 9:6 has served throughout the ages 
as the biblical basis for the death penalty. Since it was 
written before the law of Moses was given, it still ap
plies. Just like the pattern God gave for marriage, 
this verse has no time limit. 

The passage of Genesis 9:6 is so simple that no 
one should misunderstand it. Genesis 9:6 does not 
sanction revenge, but lays the foundation for judicial 
rights of divinely appointed powers. 

Let every soul be in subjection to the higher 
powers: for there is no power but of God; and 
the powers that be are ordained of God. There
fore he that resisteth the power, withstandeth 
the ordinance of God: and they that withstand 
shall receive to themselves judgment. For rulers 
are not a terror to the good work, but to the 
evil. And wouldest thou have no fear of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise from the same: for he is a minister of 
God to thee for good. But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in 
vain: for he is a minister of God, an avenger for 
wrath to him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs be in subjection, not only because of the 
wrath, but also for conscience' sake. For this 
cause ye pay tribute also; for they are ministers 
of God's service, attending continually upon this 
very thing. Render to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor (Rom. 
13:1-7). 

Murderers kill a human who is made in the 
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image and likeness of God. God's image in man indi
cates the sacredness of human life and is the basis for 
capital punishment. 

There is a difference in capital punishment and 
murder. God allows capital punishment and empow
ers the civil magistrate to destroy those who destroy 
other humans, but he does not condone murder. 

Jesus endorsed the Old Testament and therefore 
endorsed the rule of "whoever sheds man's blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed." 

The apostle Paul recognized that the death pen
alty is legitimate for those who committed offenses 
worthy of death. Acts 25: 11 reads, "For if I am an 
offender, or have committed anything deserving of 
death, I do not object to dying." 

77 51 Macon Rd. 
Cordova, 1N 38018 

(Editor's comment: To say that God allows civil 
authorities to take the lives of criminals is not to say 
that God commands the ruler to use capital punish
ment. It is an option. It is man that sheds the blood of 
those who shed the blood of others (Gen. 9:6). God 
has vested in the civil magistrate the power of the 
sword to punish evildoers and protect the innocent. 
Capital punishment is allowed but not commanded, 
and must be used prudently.) Fp 

The Eternal Kingdom 
by F. W. Mattox 

This is history of the church from its divine estab
lishment in the first century, through the apostasy, 
reformation, and restoration of the 20th century New 
Testament Christianity. The book has 33 chapters, 
divided into seven sections which are: Divine 
Beginnings; Controversy and Departure A.D. 1 00-312; 
The Increase of Error A.D. 313-787; The Growth of 
Papal Power; Reformation Beginnings; The Protestant 
Reformation 1517-1800; The Restoration - 19th 
Century. Brother Mattox's research and knowledge of 
his subject make this a very interesting book. BKAJO I 
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Potpourri ••. 
The aim of this column is to help keep us 

abreast of current events that impact morals 
and religion. 

We are not interested in reporting on purely 
business and political prospects - there are plenty of 
media pundits for that - but we are concerned 
about where the nonphysical ball goes when it is 
knocked about by human events. 

We must always remember that our knowledge is 
finite and our ignorance is infinite. 

Our purpose is to compare the strangeness of 
some human behavior to the divine standard and to 
thereby learn that unseen things are more real than 
most touchable objects. 

"We look not at the things which are seen, but at 
the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not 
seen are eternal." 

There is a sense in which material (seen) things 
are illusion, and spiritual (unseen) things are real. We 
must live for the enduring and not for the crumbling. 

"Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a 
conviction of things not seen." 
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young alike. These volumes belong in the library of 
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Here, then, is some of the trivia that we have 
gleaned from various sources and that may help us to 
clearly see the folly of a Godless life, and the wisdom 
of fearing God and keeping his commandments. 

Homosexual Parenting Studies 
0 Dozens of studies about kids raised by gay par

ents were mischaracterized for political reasons so as 
not to draw the ire of homosexual activists or en
courage anti-gay rhetoric, a new report suggests. 

A report, by sociology professors at the Univer
sity of Southern California, says that, contrary to 
earlier assertions, children of same-sex parents ex
hibit significant differences when compared to chil
dren raised by heterosexual couples. 

"The pervasiveness of social prejudice and insti
tutionalized discrimination against lesbians and gay 
men ... exerts a powerful policing affect on the basic 
terms of psychological research and public discourse 
on the significance of parental sexual orientation " 
Judith Stacey and Timothy Biblarz write in a repo~t 
in the American Sociological Review. 

"It's not that [researchers] are being dishonest," 
Stacey said in an interview. "But what we say is there 
are intriguing, provocative differences found in these 
studies." 

Boy Scouts 
OThe Washington watchdog newsletter The 

American Sentinel reports those gay activists and 
other left-wing groups "have severely damaged the 
Boy Scouts of America." 

Citing columnist William Tucker, the publication 
reports that in New York City alone the Boy Scouts 
have "lost nearly half their donations from major 
corporations which have caved under pressure." 

Efforts to boycott the Boy Scouts, and cut off 
funding because of the Scouts' desire to keep tradi
tional values, are crippling the Scouts - particularly 
in urban areas across the country where they have 
played a key role for kids without fathers. 

lover Went Nuts 
$"Survivor" star Richard Hatch is facing an

other tribal council on the domestic front - for al
legedly beating up a former lover who, sources say, 
was also his son's nanny. 



After Hatch, 40, was released on $1,000 bail for 
domestic assault, he took to the airwaves yesterday 
to complain that the ex-companion - Glenn 
Boyanowski - had gone to the cops out of jealousy 
because H atch had recently started dating someone 
new. 

"This guy I was dating is not stable and I've not 
been dating him for a couple of months due to that 
fact, " he explained during his radio-hosting gig on 
Boston's Sta r. 

"The conclusion that I've come to is that he ran 
out of [medication] about a week and a half ago. 
Anyway, he came screaming into the house when he 
found out that I had a date." 

A source said Hatch - a corporate trainer who 
teaches managers how to get the most from their em
ployees - began dating Boyanowski last January and 
hired him to care for his adopted son, the same boy 
who was removed from his home last yea r over alle
gations of physical abuse. 

Harth Dot Com 
C?lToday, children from kindergarten through col

lege are being taught that homosexuality is a normal, 
hea lthy lifestyle option with no disadvantages other 
than society's disapproval. Sexually confused teenag
ers are encouraged to investigate homosexual rela
tionships w hen they are too young to make critical 
lifestyle decisions. If they seek counseling, they are 
told that change from homosexuality is impossible. 

Gender-disturbed children are no longer helped 
to become more comfortable with their own biologi
cal sex, o r with the same-sex peers they have been 
avoiding. Instead, counselors te ll their parents, 
"Your child is fine - the only problem is with soci
ety." 

It is National Association for Research and 
Therapy of Homosexuality's (NARTH's) aim to pro
vide a different perspective. 

Particularly, we want to clarify that homo
sexuality is not ' inborn,' and that gays are not "a 
people," in the same sense that an ethnic group 
is "a people"- but instead, they are (like all of 
us) simply individuals who exhibit particular 
patterns of feelings and behavior. 

When gay advocates reframed t he public de
bate as a discussion about 'who o ne is' rather 
than 'what one does,' they successfully intimi
cEtErl cli:B:ntascy ca:t::ig th:rn a3 perSOIIa //y 
bigoted and hateful. As a result, most people 
who defend the reality of male-female design 
have been embarrassed into public silence. 

NARTH stands ready to advise government, 
educational, and mental-health agencies as well 

as the media and religious groups on issues per
tain ing to homosexuality. 

He [the homosexual] also discovers that, as 
for anyone, sexual o rgasm is a powerful reliever 
of distress of all sorrs. By engaging in homo
sexual activ ities he has al ready crossed one of 
the most critical and strongly enforced bound
aries of sexual taboo. It is now easy for him to 
cross other taboo boundaries as well, especially 
the significantly less severe taboo pertaini~g to 
promiscuity. Soon homosexual activity becomes 
the central organizing factor in his life as he 
slowly acquires the habit of turn ing to it regu
larly - not just because of his original need for 
fatherly warmth of love, but to relieve anxiety of 
any sort. 

In time, his life becomes even more distressing 
than for most. Some o f this is in fac t, as activists 
claim, because all-too-often he experiences from 
others a cold lack of sympathy or even open hos
tility. The only people who seem really to accept 
him are other gays, a nd so he forms an even 
stronger bond with them as a 'community.' But 
it is not true, as activists cla im, that these are the 
only or even the major stresses. Much distress is 
caused simply by his way of life - for example, 
the medical consequences, AIDS being just o ne 
of many (if also th e wo rst) . He also lives with 
the guil t and shame that he inevi tably feels over 
his compulsive, promiscuous behavior; and too 
over the knowledge that he cannot relate effec
tively to the opposite sex and is less likely to 
have a fam ily (a psychological loss for which po
litical campaigns for homosexual marriage, 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, persona l faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not s top there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBKO 
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adoption, and inheritance rights can never ad
equately compensate). 

However much activists try to normalize for 
him these patterns of behavior and the losses 
they cause, and however expedient it may be for 
political purposes to hide them from the public
at-large, unless he shuts down huge areas of his 
emotional life he simply cannot honestly look at 
himself in this situation and feel content. 

And no one - not even a genuine, dyed-in-the
wool, sexually insecure 'homophobe' - is 
nearly so hard on him as he is on himself. Fur
thermore, the self-condemning messages that he 
struggles with on a daily basis are in fact only re
inforced by the bitter self-derogating wit of the 
very gay culture he has embraced. The activists 
around him keep saying that it is all caused by 
the "internalized homophobia" of the surround
ing culture, but he knows that it is not. 

The stresses of 'being gay' lead to more, not 
less, homosexual behavior. This principle, per
haps surprising to the layman (at least to the lay
man who has not himself gotten caught up in 
some pattern, of whatever type) is typical of the 
compulsive or addictive cycle of self-destructive 
behavior; wracking guilt, shame, and self-con
demnation only causes it to incr~ase. It is not 
surprising that people therefore turn to denial to 
rid themselves of these feelings, and he does too. 
He tells himself, 'It is not a problem, therefore 
there is no reason for me to feel so bad about it.' 

Spare the loif~ 
flA study released Friday suggests that spanking 

has been getting a bad rap and that it may, in 
fact, be a satisfactory way to discipline young chil
dren. 

Despite widespread cries from some critics that 
spanking constitutes child abuse, researchers reported 
that occasional, mild spankings of children do not 
cause harm that persists into adolescence, nor does it 
impede youngsters' social or emotional development. 

"A lot of people out there advocate that any 
spanking at all is detrimental, and that's not what we 
found," said study co-author Elizabeth Owens fro in 
the Institute of Human Development at the Univer
sity of California at Berkeley. "We're not advocating 
this as a strategy that should be used with kids, but 
we object to people wanting to ban it when we see 
no evidence that it's harmful." 

Put Your Hand on the Bible 
tlSen. Jeff Sessions wants witnesses before Sen

ate committees to know that their testimonies are 
going before God, too. 

The Alabama Republican is angry with Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., for leav-
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ing out the customary "so help me God" when 
swearing in those who testify before the committee. 
Leahy says he reads the oath from a card and did not 
realize the phrase was not written there. 

The previous Judiciary Committee chairman, 
Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, swore in witnesses by asking: 
"Do you swear the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God?" 

Technically speaking, the phrase is not a legal re
quirement. Although the Constitution outlines the 
specific oath a president must say upon taking office, 
there is no such rule governing witness oaths before 
congressional committees. Sessions is considering leg
islation that would make the language part of the Sen
ate rules. 

After Thursday's meeting, representatives of the 
conservative Traditional Values Coalition distributed 
a news release praising Sessions for raising the issue 
(The Associated Press). 

No rakers 
OA couple are offering to name their unborn son 

after a major company like Coke or Amazon.com -
for $525,000.00 sponsorship. 

Jason Black and Frances Schroeder, both 32, are 
selling naming rights on the internet. The New York 
duo - whose third child is due next week - want 
the cash for a new house. 

Addidion 
tl Gamblers do it for the thrill. "On an MRI scan, 

the brain of a pathological gambler looks the same as 
the brain of a cocaine addict," says Keith Whyte, ex
ecutive director of the National Council on Problem 
Gambling. 

Day traders (remember them?) and on-line stock 
traders are often compulsive gamblers. Unable to ac
cept a loss, they keep making bigger and riskier bets 
hoping to win it back and "just break even." Trouble 
is, a big gain doesn't satisfy. It just whets the appetite 
to try for another one. 

It's not unusual for a high school student, espe
cially one who is male, to be thousands of dollars in 
debt by the end of football season. Often his parents 
relieved that it's "just" gambling and not alcohol or 
drugs, bail him out. Which is the worst thing you can 
do for a problem gambler. Because if there are no 
consequences, that makes it easy for a kid to gamble 
again. And again. 

So how do you know when you - or someone 
close to you - are addicted to gambling? 



Ask yourself the following questions from the 
National Council on Problem Gambling: 

1. Have you often gambled longer than you had 
planned? 

2. Have you often gambled until your last dollar 
was gone? 

3. Have thoughts of gambling caused you to lose 
sleep? 

4. Have you used your income or savings to 
gamble while letting bills go unpaid? 

5. Have you made repeated, unsuccessful attempts 
to stop gambli ng? 

6. Have you broken the law or considered break
ing the law to finance your gambling? 

7. Have you borrowed money to finance you r 
gambling? 

8. Have you felt depressed or suicidal because of 
your gambling losses? 

9. Have you been remorseful after gambling? 
10. Have you gambled to get money to meet your 

financial obligations? 
Answer "Yes" to any of the above and you should 

consider seeking help. 
Compulsive gambling is insidious, dangerous and 

threatens not just the financial security of the gam
bler, but those who love and depend upon them. 

Additional information and links to other perti
nent sites can be found on its website: http:// 
www. ncpgambling. org. 

Attention moms and dads: log on for some eye
opening information about teenage gambling. 

Multiple Wives 
{?lSALT LAKE CITY (AP) - One of the first 

things Caroline Cooke did after she escaped from 
her polygamist community was cut her knee-length 
hair to an above-the-shoulder bob. She also traded 
her full- length dresses for sleeveless shirrs and 
shorts. 

They were radical and symbolic moves for the 
15-year-old girl who walked away from her family 
and religion, which encourages pioneer-styl e long 
hair and long dresses for women. 

Cooke left the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, one of the country 's larg
est polygamist groups, four months ago because she 
feared she soon would be married to a man three 
times her age who already had more than a dozen 
WIVeS. 

Members of the Mormon Church brought po
lygamy to the West when they settled Utah more 

than 150 years ago. T he church renounced polygamy 
in the 1890s and now excommunicates those who 
practice it. But some groups and individuals - in
cluding the FLDS church - say they are adhering to 
early Mormon tradition. Estimates put the number 
of polyga mists in the West at 30,000. 

Life within the closed FLDS fundamentalist com
munity is strict, and women have li t tle say about their 
futures, Cooke said. Almost all the teen-age girls in the 
group are married at 16 to men much older. 

Caroline Cooke said she has no regrets. H ow
ever, her decision has meant estrangement from her 
polygamist parents and 26 brothers and sisters. 

In addition, an older siste r of 14 -year-old Ruby 
Jessop is claimi ng the teen is being held against her 
will inside the FLDS community in Utah. Flora 
Jessop said her sister was forced in to a marriage with 
her stepbrother. 

Writing for Publication 
t?> Be legible, timely, brief, simple, constructive, 

informative, and have a compelling reason for writ
mg. 

Alas! Alas! How few follow this good advice, in
cluding irs giver. 

Monkeys or Men 
t?lJames Perloff (WorldNerDaily.com) in an 

expose of Darwinianism makes the following perti
nent points (Perloff, by the way, is a fo rmer atheist): 

Read through the Bible in one year/ 
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• Increased rates of divorce, drugs, and suicide 
show America in a serious moral decline caused by 
disparaging the Bible and dishonoring God. 

• Accepting evolution as a fact, as taught in Pub
lic Schools, makes the Bible irrelevant in the minds 
of many children. 

• The Bible has been the Western culture's guid
ing document. 

• Biblical morality is the only morality- all else 
is immorality. 

• World-class-criminals (Hitler, Stalin, etc.) deny 
God and idolize Darwin. 

• Evolutionism is contrary to genetics (change 
cannot take place without the right genes being 
present}. 

• Mutated genes are always destructive and re
duce genetic information instead of increasing it 
(Not by Chance: Shattering the Modern Theory of 
Evolution, by Dr. Lee Spetner). 

• Biochemistry gives evolutionism problems. Dr. 
Michael Behe, Darwin ,s Black Box, describes how 
biochemical systems are so complex that they cannot 
have evolved step-by-step. 

• It is mathematically impossible for amino acid 
to develop into a (first} cell - therefore evolutionists 
advocate the impossible. 

• The fossi l record does not document develop
ment of a single "new" species. The fossil record 
shows animals complete - not in developmental 
stages. 

• There are thousands of missing links. Insects, 
rodents, bats, pterodactyls and numerous other life 
forms appear full grown in the fossil record. Gareth 
J. Nelson of the American Museum of Natural His
tory pointed out, "It is a mistake to believe that even 
one foss il species or fossil 'group' can be demon
strated to have been ancestral to another." 

• If evolution is true, we should find innumerable 
(bi llions of) transitional forms in the geologic record. 
We do not! There are none - none! Which is what 
we would expect if the Bible were right and God cre
ated animals whole. In the fossil record we see, as 
WR. Bird (The Origin of Species Revisited, Volumes 
One and Two) stated, "abrupt appearance" of all ani
mallife. 

• Man is incredibly different than all other ani
mals. What animal can solve math equations? Write 
poetry? Laugh at jokes? Design computer software? 

Here are a couple of quotes from the Perloff 
piece that we thought you wou ld enjoy. In discussing 
genetics and mutations, the article says: 
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Let's rake an analogy. Suppose a country's dicra
ror ordered dissidents ro be rounded up and 
handcuffed. So rhe police were busy handcuffing 
dissidents. Bur one day, they ran inro a man born 
deformed - with no arms. One could conceiv
ably say rhar, in rhis case, rhe man had an advan
tage over others, since he couldn't be hand
cuffed. But ir cenainly wouldn't represent evo
lutionary advance. 

Here's another one: 
Sir Francis Crick, who shared rhe Nobel Prize 
for co-discovering rhe structure of DNA, has 
pointed our rhar (amino acids forming a cell) 
would be impossible. He nores in his 1981 book, 
Life Itself, lt ,s Origin and Nature, rhar rhe prob
abil ity of getting jus t one protein by chance 
would be one in 10 ro rhe power of 260- that's 
one wi th 260 zeros after it. To put this in per
spective, mathematicians usually consider any
thing with odds worse than one in 10 to the 
power of 50 ro be, for practical purposes, im
possible. Thus we see that chance couldn' t pro
duce even one protein - let alone the thousands 
of proteins a cell requires. 

And one more- this one on the fossil record: 
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Likewise, Colin Patterson, senior paleontologist 
at the British Museum of Natural History, 
wrote, "Gould [an opponent of evolutionism] 
and the American Museum people are hard to 
contradict when they say there are no transi
tional fossils. As a paleontologist myself, I am 
much occupied with the philosophical problems 
of identifying ancestral forms in the fossil 
record .... I will lay it on the line - there is not 
one such fossil for which one could make a wa
tertight argument. 

Truth Decay 
$Americans adhering to traditional values con

tinue to oppose many things - abortion, pornogra
phy, the radical homosexual movement, etc - and 
are constantly losing ground. They are losing ground 
because these issues are peripheral. These move
ments do not budge because they are rooted in some
thing deeper: disbelief in God, which leads to moral 
relativism on all issues. And unbelief is largely stem
ming from children being massively indoctrinated in 
the "fact" of evolution. Students are taught that they 
are simply animals, the products of chance mutations 
from an ancient slime- which implies that life is 
meaningless. And that may contribute to an explana
tion of the Columbine Massacre. 

Rubbish 
$Junk food is defined as food lacking nutritional 

balance, especially highly processed, high-fat snack 
items eaten in place of or in addition to regular meals. 

Wholesome spiritual food is the bread that came 
down out of heaven- the words of Jesus Oohn 6:26 
&63). 

A sad spectacle is religious charlatans feeding 
people junk spiritual food and claiming that it is bet
ter than a nourishing meal of the milk and meat of 
God's revelation. "For this cause many among you 
are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep." 

Hubris 
0 We garner the following information from the 

Christian Chronicle (August 2001). In an article writ
ten by Bobby Ross, we learn these salient facts: 

1. A new seminary affiliated with the churches 
of Christ has emerged 

2. The Austin Graduate School of Theology is its 
name; It's president is Dr. Carson Stephens. Its pro
fessors include Allen J. McNicol, Jeffrey Peterson, 
Michael Weed, and Mark Shipp. 

3. According to the Christian Chronicle article, 
Austin Graduate School of Theology started in 1917 
when the University Church of Christ in Austin es-

tablished a "Bible Chair," later called the Institute 
for Christian Studies. 

4. The Institute for Christian Studies (now The 
Austin Graduate School of Theology) offered bach
elor's degrees in association with Abilene Christian 
University. It was and is an off-site campus for ACU. 

5. To become a full-blown seminary The Austin 
Graduate School of Theology (called a church of 
Christ school by the Christian Chronicle article) en
tered into an agreement with Concordia University at 
Austin. Concordia University is a Lutheran college. 

6. The deal will allow the "church of Christ 
school" (Austin Graduate School of Theology) 
student's to complete a bachelor of arts in ministry 
degree from Concordia by taking all but six hours of 
the required Bible credits at Austin Graduate. 

7. In other words, ACU can now offer a Luth
eran University seminary degree through Austin 
Graduate School of Theology, which was once a Uni
versity of Texas Bible Chair sponsored by the Univer
sity Church of Christ in Austin, Texas. 

8. If you can understand this hodgepodge, I will 
send you a dime as a down payment on a Starbucks 
cup of coffee. 

NAMBLA 
@Charles Jaynes a member of North American 

Man/Boy Love Association (NAMBLA) killed a ten
year-old named Jeffery. 

NAMBLA encourages men to have homosexual 
relations with young boys. It is an ongoing criminal 
enterprise of pornography, rape, kidnapping, and 
prostitution. The plague of pedophilia is worse than 
you might think. 

Objecting to deviant behavior is not homopho
bia, but is common decency. 

Bizarre 
OConservatives in the Presbyterian· Church 

(U.S.A.) are expressing dismay after delegates to this 
year's General Assembly voted to overturn a ban on 
ordaining homosexual clergy and produced a state
ment that fails to affirm clearly that Jesus is the only 
way to salvation. 

Blue 
C~l [The following blurb was sent to us by Gordon 

Cox of Thornton, Colorado. He found it in a maga
zine called Blue, published in New York City. We 
thought you would enjoy reading the short piece. 
Brother Cox, in his transmittal letter, said, "I wonder 
if the churches of Christ are in the Fiji Islands?"] 
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The missionary miss ion lingers . In 1825, the 
London Missio nary Society sent envoys to estab
lish Christiani ty on Fiji's 100 inhabited islands. 
They were successful. Since then Methodist, 
Seventh Day Adventist and Catho lic missio nar
ies were especially busy here, building churches 
in nea rly every senlement, motivating the s tir
r ing Fijian knack fo r a capella harmonies. Fo r 
visito rs who have s idestepped organized reli
gio n, the magni fice nt gospel singing alo ne is a 
reason to visit the o mnipresent churches. I sat in 
many of Fiji 's churches visiting each of t he fi ve 
de nominati ons - listening to soul ful, gospel
like choirs. W ith no musical instruments, these 
men and women lift untrained vo ices in glo rious 
three-part harmo ny, praising the heavens with a 
beauty fe w European cathedral cho irs match. 
The beauty comes from the diaphragm and fro m 
the heart. 

Marching On 
!?}M onte Ginnings a preacher for the Northwest 

Church of Christ in Lawton, Okla., sent a brief letter 
in which he says: 

We conducted our 26•h consecutive 'Back to the 
Bible' Campaign' June 3-8 in Sulphur Springs, 
Texas. It resulted in 45 baptisms and 6 restora
tions. Fo rty-eight campaigners, along w ith local 
members, knocked on every door in Sul phur 
Springs. There were 240 Bible studies set up and 
we taught 80. T here is definitely still a need and 
desire to know the truth. Anyone interested in a 
campaign should contact the Northwest elders, 
P.O. Box 6281, Lawton, OK 73506, or call (580) 
353-4230. 

Thanks, Monte Ginnings, fo r giving us the en
couraging report. The sooner the church gets back 
into an evange listic and missionary mode the better. 
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FYI 
t?}A Traditional Values Coalition press release 

(Aug. 7, 2001) reports: 
Washington, DC -A trio of psychologists associ

ated with the National Association for Research and 
Therapy of Homosexualiry (NARTH) have just pub
lished a startling report that debunks one of the ma
jor foundations of the homosexual movement: That 
homosexuals are "born gay." The report, written by 
Drs. A. Dean Byrd, Shirley Cox, and Jeffrey W. 
Robinson, says, "The innate-immutable argument 
finds no basis in science." 

In layman terms: There is no scientific proof that 
homosexuals are born " that way." They learn the be
havior. That is why the homosexual movement is so 
zealously eager to make other homosexuals - and 
they are after your kids. 

The report also quotes Camille Paglia, a lesbian 
acti vist, as admitting, "Homosexuality is not nor
mal." Well, shucks, we knew that - just read Ro
mans 1:26-27. 

(Our thanks to Elvin DeShazo for calling this re
port to our attention.) 

Divorce 

-:?~Contrary to the view that fathers don't matter 
much, an extensive study reported in Fatherhood To
day shows that a prevalent source of distress for chil
dren of divorced parents is the distant relationship 
with their fathers. When "poppa" is not in the home, 
and comes around as a visitor who lives out of the 
home, the kids suffer and are vulnerable to dropping 
out of school, developing alcohol and drug prob
lems, and committing juvenile crime. An in-home fa
ther, on the other hand, shows that these emotional 
problems are minimized by his presence. 

The report confirms what reasonable people 
know - divorce harms children . 

It Works - Great Victory ... Or Is It? 

!?Hhe National Education Association d ropped 
consideration of a resolution that would encourage 
schools to develop materials supporting the struggles 
of homosexual, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
students and staff - Associated Press. 

The National Convention of the NEA met in the 
Los Angeles Convention Center in July. There were 
10,000 delegates from across the nation. Between 
600 and 1,000 pro-family citizens gathered to take a 
stand for "our students" and demand that the 
"whole tru th" be told about the homosexual resolu
tion under consideration . The delegates were lob-



bied, information was distributed, and the resolution 
was tabled. The activity of the pro-life group is cred
ited with rallying teachers and others to oppose the 
radical resolution. 

But not so fast, writes Phyllis Schlafly. It's aU 
smoke and mirrors. The delegates assembled in this 
year's annual convention in Los Angeles quietly 
adopted at least ten separate resolutions that add up 
to substantially the same subject matter as the with
drawn New B. 

This episode began when it leaked out that the 
NEA planned to adopt an in-your-face resolution de
manding that the gay rights agenda be incorporated 
into everything from school curricula to teacher hir
ing. For the first time, there was revolt in the ranks 
of the NEA's 2.3 million teachers, and the Oklahoma 
affiliate publicly opposed it. 

Tennessee delegates asked for a vote on New 
Business Item 59 that read: "The NEA shall hold its 
affiliates harmless, for a period of five years, for any 
loss of dues revenue related to loss of membership 
beginning with the 2001-2002 membership yea r if 
Resolution New B is passed." 

These de legates explained the rationa le behind 
this item: "A significant number of NEA affiliates ex
perienced membership losses related to [last year's] 
passage of Resolutio n B-9 . Most of them have not 
recovered their losses," and we "believe that we will 
experience an equal or greater loss of membership if 
Resolution New B is passed." 

So, the NEA leadership decided to make a public 
announcement that the new controversia l New B 
would not be brought to a vote . H owever, NEA 
President Bob Chase assured the delegates that " in 
no way is NEA backing away from dealing with the 
important issues raised by the proposed Resolution. 
... Far from backing away from these issues, this task 
force will expand the scope of the inquiry." 

Chase's promise was confirmed when the NEA 
convention went ahead and passed a dozen reso lu
tions, mostly repeats from previous years, affirming 
practically every point covered in the withdrawn 
New B. 

Resolution B-7 calls fo r "acceptance" of "diver
sity," which is defined to include "sexual orienta
tion." It also calls for "observances, programs, and 
curricula that accurately portray and recognize the 
roles, contributions, cultures, and history of these di
verse groups and individuals." 

B-9 calls for "plans, activities, and programs" 
that " increase respect" and "acceptance" toward 

"gays, lesbians, bisexuals, transgendered people." 
The resolution demands an end to "stereotyping" 
based on "sexual orientation." 

B-9 also calls for extending this policy to "cur
ricula, textbooks, resource and instructional materi
als, activities, etc." It demands that we "integrate" 
into all curricula a portrayal of the roles of "groups 
who have been underrepresented historically." 

B-38 demands that we recognize different "fam
ily structures." This includes recognizing "domestic 
partners." 
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B-40 and C-22 call for "comprehensive" educa
tion programs about HIV/AIDS "as an integral part 
of the school curriculum." Integrating subject matter 
in the curriculum means concealing it so that parents 
cannot exempt their children from the class. 

C-27 calls on the schools to "provide counseling 
services and programs" for "students who are strug
gling with their sexuaVgender orientation." 

D-8 calls for hiring policies and practices that 
"include provisions for the recruitment of a diverse 
teaching staff." Nobody is fooled by this euphemism. 

E-5 demands that "educational materials and ac
tivities should accurately portray cultural diversity." 
There's that word diversity again. 

F-1 puts the NEA on record in support of "affir
mative action plans and procedures that encourage 
active recruitment and employment of men in 
underrepresented education categories ... in order to 
overcome past discrimination." This resolution in
cludes "sexual orientation" among other factors. 

1-10 states that the NEA is committed to the 
achievement of a "totally integrated society." This in
cludes eliminating all "barriers" based on "sexual 
orientation." 
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1-38 redundantly demands the "elimination of 
discrimination" based on "sexual orientation." 

1-42 deplores hate-motivated violence based on 
sexual orientation. 

Other resolutions among the dozens that were 
passed at the 2001 Convention in Los Angeles reaf
firmed all the radical policies the NEA has endorsed 
in the past. They reveal the NENs paranoid opposi
tion to school choice, homeschooling, and parental 
supervision of sex education (Phyllis Sch/afly col-
umn). FF 

American 
Standard Version 
1901 edition 

This honored version of 1901, long held to 
be the most accurate translation In the 
English language Is available as a refer
ence Bible. 

The Old and New Testaments 
• Center Column References 
•ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
•Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 ........................ $59.95 

New Testament ASV 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold ed9.es 
•size 43/4 

1

X7'UJ 
11

X3/a11 

1-56794-039-0 ........................ $24.50 

Large print New Testament ASV 
• Type size 12 pt. ' 
• Hardback, black 611X911 

ASV-A98 ................................. $10.00 

• Your name In gold ...................... $3.50Rine 
$3.50 Shipping/handling for the Old and New Testament 
$2.50 shipping/handling for New Testaments 
Call for shipping/handling charge for multiple copies 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Is it necessary to be baptized to be a 
Christian? 

Response: When Jesus gave the great commission, 
after his resurrection and just before his ascen

sion into heaven, he said, "He that believes and is 
baptized shall be saved. He that believes not shall be 
damned" (Mark 16: 16). 

With these words, Jesus is saying that baptism is 
necessary to salvation. 

Consider the difference between these two state
ments: (1) He that believes is saved should then be 
baptized, and (2) He that believes and is baptized 
shall be saved. 

These two sentences say two entirely different 
things about the relationship between baptism and 
salvation. Jesus, of course, said the second one 
(Mark 16:16). 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 

Every passage in the Bible that talks about both 
salvation and baptism shows baptism to come first, 
salvation following. 

Baptized ... for the Remission of Sins 
"Then Peter said to them, 'Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit"' (said to the multitude who had believed 
what Peter preached, Acts 2:38). 

Baptized ... Wash Away Your Sins 
''And now why are you waiting? Arise and be bap
tized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord" (Ananias, to Saul, Acts 22:16). 

Baptism ... a New life 
"Therefore we were buried with him through bap
tism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). 

Baptism Saves You 
''And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you 
- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but the ap
peal to God for a good conscience - through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21, comparing 
baptism to the salvation of Noah and his fami ly by 
water in the days of the flood). 

There are, of course, many passages about bap
tism that do not mention salvation: commands to be 
baptized, or statements that someone was baptized. 
And there are passages that talk about salvation with
out mentioning baptism: showing the necessity of 
faith or of repentance. We would not expect from 
those passages to learn the relationship of baptism and 
salvation. 

But the passages I have cited are typical of those 
that do refer both to baptism and to salvation or for
giveness of sins or new life in Christ. 

Always, baptism comes first, the blessing follows. 
College of Biblical Studies • Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

cmay@faulkner.edu 
FF 
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A"ailable from Firm Foundation 

1111. 

CHURCH 
Of. 

CHRIST 
...... , .... ,,. ... ," .. ' . 

................. . JJ /1 

LUWMW f . WII ARl o N 

Li~8. 
Oeath. 

and 8fAJOnd. 

The Church o f Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered after a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct idenlity. Christianity was 
originally designed by I he Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . ................. $8.99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its "magic ingredient"? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ................ $6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs . 
................................................................ $6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons,first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with thought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ............ ..... $5.95 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 

CONTEMPORARY 
CONCERNS 

OF 
OtRISTIANS 

"( ... ftt.lii 'OI4; 1"11Wtf6(1r" IIKJt 
11m~nta-" 

t1 OlL 7.11 

. .,. 
1-\a: WllRIDI, PH.D. 

"1,\'. fJ ' 'v\f.lf~' '. lf?~t4i 1: 

REVEL~ -· N. 
rough 

First-Cennry 
Glasses • . (". .. 

. ·- ..... ~· _,. 
I,,' r • I • ............ 

Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob
lems and feelings is accurate. [My) goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, lrustra
t ion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $7 .95 

Contemporary Concerns 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are discussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling? What is the status of the unbaptized 
dead? What about doctor-assisted death and 
suicide? Should people leaving a congregation 
explain why they are leaving ... and more. 
BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs . ............ $10.95 

The Prophet Motive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian evidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use in high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . ... $12.99 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be given much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of brother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration . 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
W B. W e:t.Ji:: 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West, former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . .............. $9.99 

Shipping- $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophct@quik.com 

L1ke City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
H ome of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne - Church :u North Melbourne, 3 215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact j oe Tyler (321) 254-226 1. 

Orange Park - Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 
276-2946 

-Alaska- Orlando - Church of Christ of South Orlando, 
7185 Pershing Ave., 32822. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.ner 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and rhe 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11 rh Avenue, 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 541 0 Lake Howell Rd. , Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian - I 045 Main Sr. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
9970 1. (907) 456-4921. p.m. (561) 589-5 140. Michael Dykes, evangel ist. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasill:!, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Tra11sportatio11 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

-Georgia-
Aclanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299- 1475 . 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Minnesota -
Duluth - Duluth Church of Christ, 2344 
Nanticoke Sr., 558 11. Sun. I 0, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m. (218) 722-1984,722-1871. 

- Mississippi -
Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:1 5 a.m. , 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 

Southaven - Southaven Church of Christ, 1483 
Brookhaven Dr., @ U.S. Hwy. 51. Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., B. J. Clarke 
and Bill Bryant, ministers. (60 I) 393-2690. 

-Missouri-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 

d h Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Sevemh Sr., Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., We . 7 p.m. Jos d 
33 3

86
6 Miller, preacher. 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., We . 7 p.m. (417) 4- . 

- Colorado-
Farmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- North Carolina -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill Sr. 

Sun. 10, II a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (91 9) 
Craig - Downtown Church of Christ, 13 West 977-7556, j ack Tittle, minister. 
Victory Way. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
824-2630 Melvin Elliott, min. 824-7040. 

-Florida-
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 181 1 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway 
222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, ncar Dayton and Wrighf- Parrerson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878- 11 62. 

-Free with any book order
whllo suppllu /sst 

These Things Speak 
by Hugo McCord 

Just request It when you order. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-58 14. Larry 
Thomas, preacher. 

-South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 12 15 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 11 1. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Chrisr, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill , minister. 

Memphis - Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 
Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
10:3 0 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-
2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 

Mt. Juliet -The Villages Church of Christ, 436 
Belinda Pkway. Fi fteen minutes from downtown 
Nashvi lle. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m, Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Texas-
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-12 19. Sun. 9, 10 
a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~? • •• 

Hurst- Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
Sr., 76053 . (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddie Whitten, preacher 

Carit19 & Sftari119 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bil ls - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Klcm Area Church of Chnst, 20802 Flufsmlth
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713} 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster} Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903} 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281} 341 -7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.} 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (2 10} 496-1346 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book: $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Virginia-
Hampton - Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn H itchcock, minister, (757} 
85 1-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 9850 I , Sun. 9:30, l 0:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360} 3578304, e
mail: blbakc@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(CI!Iargcd cditio11) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket·sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Special gift edition 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of )ob is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 

$10.95 pius $2.50 s&h. 
TeXds tesidenls add 8 25% ta• 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, S45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you I 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

-Wyoming -
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421.. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307} 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
5th St., 8280 1 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycsl crday and Today 

by llurlon Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. Hardback, 804 pages. 

$15.00 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

J{owers 
IJJiat~ver 
:raae 
The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All ads, classified, direc
tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. All ads 
must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 
month. 

Preachers Needed 
Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man ro serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able ro work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The Juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the Juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Minister wanted for Church of Christ in rural NE 
Texas. Offering partial support. Small congregation 
ideal for retired minister wanting to supplement 
his retirement. Call Gene Garner (903) 572-1216. 

Minister wanted for congregation of about 200 
with elders and deacons in beautiful, crime-free 
lake country rown or 5600. Last minister here 18 
years. Must be doctrinally sound, able to relate to 
all age groups, willing to be part of the community. 
Nice house and liberal salary. Please respond to 
Church of Christ, 1314 West Pine Sr., Heber 
Springs, AR 72543. Bill Birth (501) 362-2030, or 
Bruce LeMieux 362-5551 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send resume and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Back in print/ 
Volume2 

Questions 
and Answers 
Open Forum Volume 2 

by Guy N. Woods 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Culturally diverse congregation of 60 seeks sound 
evangelistic gospel preacher, available Oct. 1 "· May 
need partial support. Salary includes 3 BR house. 
Send resume and audio or video tape to: Hopkins 
Rd. Church of Christ, 8325 Hopkins Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23237. Call (804) 379-1392 or fax 
(804) 378-9610. BobASI@aol.com 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
50 mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. ro NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes from Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send resume and tape to the: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: Jchessmatt@msn.com 

Minister needed: City Blvd Church of Christ in 
Waycross, GA desires the service of a sound gospel 
preacher who lives a good life - Beginning Oct. 
1, 2001. If you are interested in this work, please 
send your resume to the City Blvd. Church of 
Christ, 618 City Blvd., Waycross, GA 31501. 
ATIN: Forrest Jerkins or Allen Means. Question 
may be directed to Forrest Jerkins at (912) 283-
3753 or Allen Means at (912) 283-7099. 

The Westside Church of Christ is accepting resumes 
from individuals who are devoted to the Ministry 
of our Youth. Proficiency must be exhibited in: 
ministering ro both Junior High and High School 
groups; communication skills including preaching, 
teaching, interpersonal, and written; providing long 
range spiritual and social growth plans for both 
groups; strong knowledge of the scriptures; 
Bachelor's degree and 5 years experience required. 
Please forward resume, with references, and a 
sample one year plan outlining social and spiritual 
development activities to: The Westside Church of 
Christ c/o Jay Burcham 3300 R.M. 1431 Round 
Rock, TX 78681 

Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watertown, N.Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send resume 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 

Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 near 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and 
experience. Send resume, references, picture, audio 
or video sermon to Elders, Church of Christ, 922 
S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: 
937-878-1117 or ray-parsypugh@juno.com 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old pa~hs; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. Johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691;Jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

"Why I Changed Churches" by Paul D. Murphy, 
available at KeMa Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, 
MS 38827-0070. Single copy-50!t, Qty. Disc. 

Stewardship Series by V. P. Black availabe at KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070. 
Five of the series now in print. 

Timeless Sermons for Now and Eternity. 52 full
length outlines. Vol. 1 by Paul D. Murphy now 
available. $5.00 plus $1.35 postage. KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in October, 1957. The plan of the 
lectures and of the book is to present what 
might be called a handbook of questions 
relating to orphan homes and church 
cooperation. Also discussed are the 
extremes of the "liberal" and "anti" 
movements in the church.BKAB06 
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It's Up to Me and to You 
By Hugo McCord 

Many gifts from God, as our lives, as the air 
we breathe, are absolutely free. But 
whether or not we are (1) thankful to God 

and (2) live for him and for others is wholly in our 
hands. It's up to me and to you. 

Thankfulness 
Some "believe that he [God] is" but are not "thankful" 
to him (Heb. 11:6; Rom. 1:21). To be thankful (says 
Webster) is to be "impressed with a sense of kindness 
received," to be "ready to acknowledge it," to be 
"grateful." 

To be thankless (says Webster) is "not feeling or 
expressing thanks, not acknowledging favors," and 
Webster quotes Shakespeare, "How sharper than a 
serpent's tooth it is to have a thankless chiid." 

After Jesus had healed ten men of leprosy, only 
one of them, a Samaritan, "when he saw that he was 
healed turned back and praised God with a loud 
voice, and fell on his face at the feet of Jesus, giving 
him thanks" (Luke 17: 16). Jesus was shocked that 
the nine Jews were thankless, and he asked, "Were 
not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was none 
found to return to give God the glory except this for
eigner?" (Luke 17:17-18). 

A psalm written 3,000 years ago is timeless: 
Shout joyfully to Yahweh, all the earth. Serve 

Yahweh with gladness. Come before him with 
singing. Know that Yahweh, he is God. He made 
us, and not we ourselves. We are his people, the 
sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise. Be thankful to him, and bless 
his name, for Yahweh is good, his kindness is ev
erlasting, and his fa ithfulness is from generation 
to generation (Psa. 100). 

Paul was grateful "that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am the worst" 
(1 Tim. 1:15), "who loved me, and gave himself for 
me" (Gal. 2:20), exclaiming about Jesus, "Thanks be 
to God for his unspeakable [indescribable, inexpress
ible, unutterable] gift" (2 Cor. 9: 15). 

All Christians are exhorted, "Always give thanks 
to God, even the Father, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Eph. 5:20); "Give thanks for every
thing, which is God's will in Christ Jesus for you" 
(1 Thess. 5: 18). 

Living for Others 
Jesus not only died for others (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 
5: 14-15), but he is a prime example of living for oth
ers. "He went about doing good" (Acts 10:38). 

To believing, penitent hearts (Acts 16:31; 2:38), 
as their bodies are raised from the water of baptism 
(Acts 10:47; Col. 2:12), Christ is their everything 
(Col. 3:11}. 

Redeemed sinners ("all have sinned," Rom. 3:23) 
realize that if "one died for all, then all had died" (2 
Cor. 5:14 ), "and since he died for all, the living 
should no longer live for themselves, but for the One 
who died for them and was raised" (2 Cor. 5: 15). 

Living for the Lord includes daily Bible reading 
(contillued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Eternal Life 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Veri ly, veri ly, I say unto you, he that heareth 
my word, and believeth him that sent 
me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into 

judgment, but hath passed out of death into life 
Oohn. 5 :24). 

A reader pointed out that the believer "hath 
eternal life." The person also noted that "hath 
eternal life" is present tense and concluded that 
the eternal life is here and now. 

It was also asserted that because it is eternal, 
it couldn't be lost. Or - if a person is once saved, he is always 
saved! 

There is a flaw in this reasoning because the Bible emphatically 
says it is possible for a person saved by the blood of Jesus to sin 
and so sin as to be forever lost in hell (See 2 Pet. 2 :20-22; Gal. 
5 :4; 1 Cor. 10:1-10; Heb. 6:4-8). 

It follows that eternal life can be lost. You can lose something 
that is eternal. 

Suppose I have an eternal coin conditionally, may I lose the 
coin? 

In the same way, I may have eternal life conditionally - but it 
can be lost. 

life Versus Existence 

When Jesus said the believer "hath eternal life," he was not using 
the word life in the sense of existence. The people to whom Jesus 
spoke already had existence, but they did not have life. Obviously, 
Jesus is using the word life in the sense of a good life, as in "get a 
life." 

Jesus spoke of the abundant life Uohn 10:10). It is possible for 
people to be dead while they live (1 Tim. 5:6}. The life Jesus 
promised to those that believe on him is clean, pure, holy and con
sequently happy, satisfying, and peaceful. 

Free Agency 

God gave to his human creature the power of volition. Man can 
choose to do right, or he can choose to do wrong. 

This is true of both the saint and the sinner. 
A saved person can lie, cheat, murder, get drunk, steal, bear 

false witness, and take the name of God in vain -just like the 
heathen. A person, who does wrong things, must suffer the conse
quence of his wickedness. 

This has been true since the beginning. Adam and Eve were 



free moral agents, and were created perfect. 
The whole creation in the beginning was "very good" (Gen. 

1:31). 
The first pair was placed in Eden in a state of perfect happi

ness. They disobeyed God and were punished. 
They fell from grace. 
If the original couple, in an earthly paradise, could sin and lose 

the favor of God, how presumptuous it is for frail humans today, 
living in an imperfect world, to claim that it is impossible to be 
severed from Christ and the hope of glory (Gal. 5:4). 

Christ in You by Faith and Hope 
"And the witness is this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that hath [the Son hath] the life; he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not the life" (1 John 5:11-12). 

If you have the Son, you have the life. Conversely, if you have 
the life, you have the Son. 

If you have not the Son you have not the life, If you have not 
the life, you have not the Son. 

The believer has the Son in the same sense that he has the life. 
The Son does not dwell in the Christian literally. 
The Son is at the right hand of the Father in heaven (Eph. 

1 :20), and will remain at the right hand of the Father till the last 
"enemy is destroyed" (1 Cor. 15 :24-26). 

Christ is at the right hand of the Father in heaven, yet Christ 
dwells "in your hearts through faith" (Eph. 3: 17). 

Christ "in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1:27). 
Christ dwells in the believer by faith. 
But he that hath "the Son," hath "the life." In the same sense 

that the child of God has "the Son," he has "the life." 
He has eternal life, "by faith." 
"And this is the promise, which he promised us, even the life 

eternal" (1 John 2:25). 
Eternal life to the redeemed is a promise and a "hope." 
"Being justified by his grace, we might be made heirs accord

ing to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:7). 
Though in our heart by faith, still Christ is our hope (1 Tim. 

1:1). We have Christ in prospect- not in fact. Since we have him 
figuratively, we can lose him literally. 

Present or Future 
Some say that since it is said the believer "hath" eternal life -·· 
present tense - it must be a possession that cannot be lost. 

Any interpretation of a passage of scripture that is not in har
mony with the teaching of the whole Bible is false - it is untrue. 

There are passages in which the present tense is used, but the 
reference is to the future. 

For instance, Jehovah said to Abraham: "A father of many na
tions have I made thee" (Gen. 17 :5). At the time the statement was 
made to Abraham he was not, in fact, the "father of many na
tions." Though the past tense - I have made thee - was used, it 
was not until later that he became the father of many nations. 
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God speaks of things in the present though they 
are in the future . He calls "the things that are not, as 
though they were" (Rom. 4 : 17). 

Isaiah 9:1-2 says: "The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined." 

Seven hundred years after this prophesy (in 
which the past tense was used) Jesus said it was ful
filled in him (See Matt. 4:13-16). 

"For unto us a child is born" (lsa. 9:6). This ref
erence is to Jesus. More than six centuries before his 
birth it was said of him "a child is born." 

When Jesus instituted the "Last Supper" he said: 
"This is my blood of the covenant" (Matt. 26:28). 
When Jesus made the statement his blood had not 
been poured out, but there was not a doubt that it 
would be, and he said, even before his death, it "is 
poured out." 

It was certain the blood would be poured out. 
Jesus said, "He that believeth "hath eternal life" 

Oohn 3:36; 5:24; 6:54). 
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John said, "If that which ye heard from the be-
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ginning abide in you ... this is the promise, which he 
promised us, even the life eternal" (1 John 2:24-25). 

Eternal life, according to this verse, is not a 
present possession, but a promise. 

Paul said Christians live "In hope of eternal life, 
which God, who cannot lie, promised before times 
eternal" (Titus 1:2; 3:7). 

Jesus said that when he comes again all nations 
will be gathered, and the wicked will be separated 
from the righteous, and then the wicked will go away 
into eternal punishment, and at that time the righ
teous will go away into "eternal life" (Matt. 25:31-
46). 

That will be the time when eternal life will no 
longer be a promise and a hope, but a reality. 

It should be clear that when the wicked go into 
"everlasting punishment" at that time the righteous 
would receive life eternal. 

It is now a promise. 
Receiving that promise depends on "continuing 

patiently in well doing." 
Charge them that are rich in this present world, 
that they be not high-minded, nor have their 
hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 
that they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, that they be ready to distribute, willing 
to communicate; laying up in store for them
selves a good foundation against the t ime to 
come, that they may lay hold on the life which is 
life indeed (1 Tim 6:17-19). 

Christians have the promise, and hope, of eternal 
life. It is evident that eternal life is something to be 
received in a world to come. 

To appreciate this more fully, consider a few ad
ditional passages. 

"For the son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels; and then shall he render unto 
every man according to his deeds" (Matt. 16:27). 

Render means to give, or bestow. 
Notice that God will "render" something to the 

wicked, as well as to the righteous. 
God, who will render to every man according to 
his works, to them that by patience in well doing 
seek for glory and honor and incorruptio~, eter
nal life (Rom. 2:6-7). 

He renders to the righteous - the ones who con
tinue patiently in well doing- "eternal life." 

God render to the wicked the fruit of their evil. 
[U]mo them that are factious, and obey not the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath 
and indignation, tribulation and anguish upon 
every soul of man that worketh evil (Rom. 2:8-9). 



The wicked are "rendered" their punishment at 
the "last day." The wicked will go away into "eternal 
punishment." 

In the same way, the righteous receives "eternal 
life." 

Evil people do not have their eternal punishment 
in this life - and neither do the righteous have eter
nal life in this present world. They have eternal life 
only in hope and promise. 

What Is Eternal life? 
Eternal punishment is the opposite of eternal life. 

The punishment of the wicked will be eternal -
unending. 

Being aware of surroundings is necessary to pun
ishment. You cannot punish an inanimate object. You 
may throw a rock a fire, but it is not punished, be
cause it is not aware. It is not possible to penalize in
sensible things. 

The wicked will be conscious, and if conscious 
they will necessarily be alive. But that wiH not be 
"eternal life." Though eternally alive, they will not 
have "eternal life." 

The wicked will be cast "alive" into the place of 
punishment, but they do not have eternal life. They 
will be alive but not have eternal life. 

And the beast was taken, and with him the false 
prophet that wrought the signs in his sight, 
wherewith he deceived them that had received 
the mark of the beast and them that worshipped 
his image: they two were cast alive into the lake 
of fire that bumeth with brimstone (Rev. 19:20). 

They were cast "alive" into the place of punish
ment. 

"And death and Hades were cast into the lake of 
fire .. This is the seGond death, even the lake of fire" 
(Rev. 20:14). 

The place of endless punishment is the "second 
death." 

No one dies in the lake of fire, but is cast "alive" 
into that fire. They are alive to be punished eternally 
in that place - consequently alive eternally. But that 
is not eternal life. 

Man is immortal by creation. He will never cease 
to exist as a being. 

All-will spend eternity either with Jehovah in 
glory, or with Satan in punishment. 

The punishment of the wicked will be: "Wrath 
and indignation, tribulation and anguish" (Rom. 2:8-
9). 

To the righteous will be "rendered" eternal life 
(Rom. 2:5-7). They will be happy. 

Life on earth is filled with various experiences. 
Sunshine and shadows - joys and sorrows. The 
world longs for happiness, but joy cannot be .b4P., 
continually, in this life. 

The saved will be completely and always happy 
in heaven- eternal life. 

The wicked will be completely and always miser
able - eternal punishment. 

Sowing and Reaping 
Be not deceived: God is not mocked: For what
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For 
he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life {Gal. 
6:7-8). 

Sowing comes before reaping. The rebel against 
Jehovah- refusing to obey the positive commands 
of the gospel - is "sowing to his own flesh," and 
cannot reap "eternal life." The Christian sows to the 
Spirit and reaps "eternal life." He does not have it in 
a full and continuous sense in this life. 

A child of God may have eternal life in promise 
and in hope, but not in fact and reality, in this life. 
He has eternal life conditionally. If he is true to his 
heavenly calling, the eternal life will become a per
manent possession. If he is evil and corrupt, his eter
nal life is forfeited and he receives instead eternal 
punishment. 

The blessings of God are conditional. 
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It's Up to Me and to You 
(continued from page 1) 

(Col. 1:10; 1 Pet. 2:2), daily praying (Rom. 12:12; 
1 Thess. 5: 17), a weekly observance of the Lord's Sup
per (Acts20:7), a weekly contribution (1 Cor. 16:1-2), 
and living for others as "living sacrifices" (Rom. 12: 1), 
being "ready for every good work" (Titus 3:1, 8, 14). 

No matter how selfish and self-centered a sinner 
was before his baptism, no longer does a Christian live 
"to himself" (Rom. 14:7). Every morning, as Jesus 
"went about doing good," on the mind of every Chris
tian is, "what can I do today to help somebody?" 

Those who live for Jesus not only live to serve 
other Christians, but they look for opportunities to 
serve non-Christians, as Paul taught: "Therefore, as 
we have an opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
especially to those of the household of faith" (Gal. 
6:10), "contributing to the needs of the saints, show
ing love to strangers" (Rom. 12:13). 

The first ones at Corinth in A.D. 51, "hearing, 
believing," and being "baptized," were "the house
hold of Stephanas" (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 16:15); appar-
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ently Stephanas himself and his wife had children old 
enough to believe. 

Their conversion was more than "joining a 
church." Theirs was a life-long commitment to live 
for Jesus and to live for others. Six years later (A.D. 
57) Paul wrote of them: "They have set themselves 
to serve the saints" (1 Cor. 16:15). The KJV says that 
"they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the 
saints." The word addict means to give oneself over 
to a thing, and generally, says Webster, in a bad 
sense. The word is used in reference to alcoholics or 
those given over to drugs. But the KJV used the word 
in a good sense, that the Stephanas family addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints. 

Sadly, some Christians allow selfishness to take 
over, and live only for themselves. Phygelus and Her
mogenes "deserted" Paul (2 Tim. 1:15). 

Demas, who had been one of Paul's "fellow 
workers" (Phil. 24) "deserted me," said Paul, "hav
ing loved this present world" (2 Tim. 4:10). 

On the other hand, most Christians crucify self
ishness, living for their Lord and for others: "Those 
who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires" (Gal. 5 :24). 

During Paul's three years at Ephesus (A.D. 54-57) 
a Christian by the name of Onesiphorus "served" Paul 
in such a way that he could say to Timothy that "you 
know better than I the ways he served me in Ephesus" 
(2 Tim. 1: 18). 

Then later, during Paul's last day in "chains" in the 
Mamertine Prison in Rome (A.D. 67-68), for some 
reason Onesiphorus was in Rome (2 Tim. 1:16-17), 
over 600 miles away from his home in Ephesus, 
and somehow he knew that Paul was there. The 
Mamertine Prison is a three-quarter cellar with a tiny 
window opening toward a cemetery. 

In A.D. 67 Paul wrote, "When he [Onesiphorus] 
was in Rome, he searched diligently and found me .... 
He often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my 
chains" (2 Tim. 1: 16-17). 

Paul appreciated his good friend, and, apparently 
after Onesiphorus died, Paul penned two prayers 
about him in a letter to Timothy: "May the Lord grant 
mercy to the family of Onesiphorus," and "May the 
Lord grant that he may find mercy from the Lord in 
that day" (2 Tim. 4:16, 18), and Paul asked Timothy 



to greet "the family of Onesiphorus" (2 Tim. 4: 19). 
An unselfish Christian lady in Bartlesville, Okla., 

a member of the Sixth and Dewey congregation, 
showed no self-pity when paralysis made her bedfast. 
She had never missed a Bible class or a church service 
until she became bedfast. Then she asked that the 
names of the Sunday morning auditorium Bible class 
absentees be sent to her every Monday morning. 
With her telephone in bed she called each absentee. 
I preached for the Sixth and Dewey congregation 
six years (1951-57), and I am sorry I have forgotten 
the name of the bedfast Christian of whom it could 
be said, "She has done what she could" (Mark 14:8). 

She was a good example for every church member. 
I am thankful that the Lord, though he does not 

need it, has "a book of remembrance ... written be
fore him, for them who reverenced Yahweh, and 
who thought about his name" (Mal. 3:16), "whose 
names are in the book of life" (Phil. 4:3). 

In conclusion, "None of us lives to himself, and 
none dies to himself. If we live, we live for the Lord, 
and if we die, we die for the Lord. Whether, therefore, 
we live or die, we belong to the Lord" (Rom. 14:7-8). 
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(This is the second in a series of articles written by Roy]. Hearn and submitted for publication by his 
granddaughter, Annie Maddux, in the belief that the solemn teaching of this good man should be preserved. We 
concur.) 

Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks· 2 
By Roy J. Hearn (deceased) 

In the first of this series it was observed that God, 
under the Law of Moses, set the bounds of mo
rality and public worship and forbad that they 

be changed one iota. But Israel and Judah disre-
garded those bounds, and the wrath of God was vis
ited upon them. 

The same prohibitions are found in the New Tes
tament, and God is just as displeased with liberties 
taken in the new dispensation as he was when liber
ties were taken in the old (Gal. 1:6-11; 3:15; Rev. 
22:18-19): 

Liberalism has infiltrated our institutions of 
higher learning. The late G.C. Brewer gave a brief 
definition of liberalism as follows: 

The liberalist is one who ... is not under any rule 
of life except as may commend itself to his con
science. He thinks he can be saved without obe
dience. He has no need for Christ, and believes 
the commands of God may or may not be ob
served, according as it may please the person, or 
is convenient or not convenient. He thinks one 
can be too rigid in requiring obedience to the 
Lord's commands, that the law of God is flex
ible, that one is governed by the spirit and in
tent, and not by the letter. 

This is equivalent to repudiating the word of 
God ijohn 12:48; 1 John 2:3-5). 

In some circles the necessity of obedience is 
questioned, regardless of the fact that the New 

Testament states unequivocally that Christ is the au
thor of salvation to those who obey him (Heb. 5:9), 
and that those who do not obey Christ are classed as 
foolish (Matt. 7:21-27). 

In one college where this writer worked for sev
eral years, one Bible professor espoused the "grace 
only" idea (that one is not saved by works). When 
asked about John 6:29, where Jesus said, "This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath 
sent," and 1 Peter 1:22, which says, "Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth," he refused 
to reply. 

Philippians 2:12 says, "Work out your own sal
vation with fear and trembling." And 1 Thessalo
nians 2:13 comments, "[W]hen ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth the word of God, 
which effectually worketh in you that believe." 

Some departures from the gospel. 
The form and design of baptism have been perverted 
by the sectarian world. The scriptures clearly teach 
that one is to be "buried with the Lord in baptism" 
(Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12), from which we are raised to 
walk in newness of life. Sprinkling or pouring water 
upon a subject is substituted for immersion or burial. 
Also denominational preachers say, "baptism is not 
necessary to salvation, but is necessary to obedience." 
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Infants are baptized (sprinkled), in spite of Acts 
8:12, which states: "But when they believed Philip 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were bap
tized, both men and women." Infants cannot under
stand the gospel and believe. 

Paul wrote, "But I fear, lest by any means, as the 
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is 
toward Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3 ). Simplicity toward 
Christ requires an acceptance of what he says in 
childlike faith (Matt. 18:3). 

The Lord's Supper is to be observed upon the first 
day of every week. We are to assemble (Heb. 10:25). 
The church assembled to give on the first day of the 
week (1 Cor. 16:1-2). When the church assembled, or 
came together, they were to observe the Lord's Supper 
(1 Cor. 11: 18-28). The church at Troas assembled on 
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). 

Many ignore the command to eat the Lord's Sup
per every Lord's Day. Some observe it quarterly, 
some monthly, and some annually. In recent years 
even some brethren have observed it on Thursday 
night. 
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Mechanical instruments of music in worship 
have been added. The first-century church did not 
use instruments in public worship. The New Testa
ment commands us to sing, and since that is the limit 
of the command, to add an instrument is to go be
yond what is written (2 John 9). 

There are many other specific departures from 
the divine standard that could be cited, but these are 
sufficient to illustrate the problem. 

We must keep our resolve to speak "as the 
oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11 ; Heb. 5:12). To faith
fully follow the God-breathed scripture is to be per
fect (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). It follows that to depart from 
divine revelation is to be imperfect. James exhorted 
us to be "perfect and entire, lacking nothing." 

Annie Maddux 
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Before We Go to War 
By Lindell Mitchell 

0 n September 11, 2001, murderous savages 
made war on innocent people in New York 
City, Washington D.C., and in the sky over 

Pennsylvania. They were Americans and many other 
nationalities. They were Moslems, Jews, Buddhists, 
Christians, and other religions. They were innocent. 
The terrorists who murdered them are without 
honor and are beneath contempt. We are horrified, 
disgusted, and enraged. Innocents must be protected 
at all costs (Prov. 24: 11-12). War has been thrust 
upon us; we must not waver. We must not allow our 
righteous wrath to be subverted to evil purposes. Let 
no one lash out at innocent people who physically 
resemble what we believe the terrorists looked like, 
or who happen to have been born in the same part of 
the world. If we do that, we make ourselves terror
ists. 

Before we march off to battle, we must take 
stock of ourselves. Let us cleanse our hearts of evil, 
be sure of our motives, and only take up a cause we 
know is just. We must act only to serve justice and 
preserve civilization. 

Guidance for a time like this is found in Psalm 
20. It was apparently written by King David to be 
sung on behalf of the monarch as he prepared his 
army for battle. It is a prayer for success. Bringing 
the king before God in prayer was a recognized duty 
of every citizen. This is similar to the apostle Paul's 
admonition to Christians: 

I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplica
tions, prayers intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty (1 
Tim. 2:1-2). 

God's people should pray for a leader going out 
to war. 

Pray That God Will Be With Him 
The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble; the 
name of the God of jacob defend thee; Send 
thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen 
thee out of Zion; remember all thy offerings, 
and accept thy burnt offerings (Psa. 20:1-3). 

These initial words represent what the people 
were saying to God about their leader. God's pres
ence with him meant victory. The ensuing military 

action elicited the prayer. The blessing sought was a 
triumph over evil that would honor God, the King, 
and the Nation. Their request essentially was: "May 
the power and wisdom of God so often manifested 
in defense of his people be our King's protection and 
guidance today." This prayer should be on the lips of 
every American. 

This psalm also asks God to remember the sacri
fices the king made in the past to confirm his devo
tion and demonstrate his reliance on God. It carries 
the idea of recalling those ·sacrifices as being from a 
faithful servant, and in response, granting blessings. 

A leader going to war needs two things; he needs 
the security of God's support and he needs power. 
Faithful citizens asked God to set the king securely 
on high, far away from the reach of terror. They be
sought the God of Jacob to come to the king's aid 
and give him the strength to vanquish evil forces. Let 
every American offer this prayer for our President. 

Pray Our Leaders Personal Prayers Will Be Heard 
"Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfill 
all thy counsel. We will rejoice in thy salvation, and 
in the name of our God we will set up our banners: 
the Lord fulfill all thy petitions" (Psa. 20:4-5). 

Anyone leading brave young men into war needs 
to be in a position to have his own prayers heard. 
Hence their urgent desire before God was that all the 
king's desires and counsel be fulfilled. 

The underlying assumption is that he had pure 
motives - that his desires were not the selfish ambi
tions of a tyrant, but aspirations that would glorify 
God and preserve the people. President Bush has an
nounced a noble goal - ridding the world of terror
ism - let us pray that his heart is pure. 

The people promised the king they would rejoice 
over the victory by giving God all praise. The true 
King and Savior was God; this venture was under
taken to bring honor to him. Upon conquering their 
enemies by the hand of God, the army would wave 
their banners in the air and thank God for victory. 

An army will be richly blessed to have righteous 
men praying for them. Let us fervently pray our 
president's petitions and noble desires for God's will 
be granted. Let us ask that our mighty men of war rid 
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the world of terror. Let us pray the innocent will be 
protected. 

Pray Our Leaders Go Forth in Faith 
For thou hast made him most blessed forever: 
thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy 
countenance. For the king trusteth in the Lord, 
and through the mercy of the Most High he 
shall not be moved. Thine hand shall find out all 
thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out 
those that hate thee. Thou shalt make them as a 
fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the lord 
shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire 
shall devour them. Their fruit shall thou destroy 
from the earth, and their seed from among the 
children of men. For they intended evil against 
thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which 
they are not able to perform. Therefore shalt 
thou make them turn their back, when thou 
shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings 
against the face of them. Be thou exalted, Lord, 
in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise 
thy power (Psa. 20:6-9). 

These words represent the spirit God expected 
them to have toward their own prayers. After pray
ing, it is time to trust in God. 

The spirit of confidence that God will take care 
of his people is expressed next. It was as if the battle 
was over and the victory won. God's positive answer 
was viewed as a present fact. This prayer begins with 
petitions and ends with praise; it begins with con
cern and ends with confidence. 

They knew God would defend the righteous. He 
would come from his throne bringing deliverance. He 
would not win with physical might, horses, or chari
ots; he would win by the might of his own hand. Pa
gans trusted in numbers, armor, human strength; 
God's army trusted him. Those who put their faith in 
man are vanquished, while the righteous are trium
phant. The righteous may lose a battle, but they will 
win the war. Let every American pray for our nation. 

To Claim God's Blessings We Must Be His Servants 
It is time for us to make a choice. Joshua challenged 
his people: 

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, 
choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for Me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord Qoshua 24: 15). 

We have been serving almost everybody but the 
Lord in America. Our fathers gave us a great good 
country. We have not taken care of her. We banished 
God from public life. He cannot be honored in our 
schools or his blessings invoked at our football 
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games. We replaced him with intellectual arrogance, 
immorality, drug abuse, child abandonment, and vio
lence. Gambling, deception, and thievery have re
placed honesty and hard work. We have abandoned 
our marriage vows and aborted our babies. Culture, 
art, poetry, and literature have been replaced with 
pornography, vulgarity, and profanity. Respect, tem
perance, and self-control have been replaced with 
lawlessness and criminality. Enough! It must stop! 
"Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a re
proach to any people" {Prov. 14:34). 

Churches of Christ should lead the way in repen
tance. Let us bow low in submission. Let us confess 
our sins before God. Let us meekly return to the one 
who made this nation great. Then let us go forth in 
his mighty name to face the forces of evil. 

If the terrorists win, it means the dissolution of 
the bonds of civilization. It is not merely the destruc
tion of property this conflict portends; it is the pre
lude to anarchy, infidelity, and the dissolution of free 
responsible conduct. Let us meet the sons of Satan 
with the black flag raised, "No quarter to the viola
tors of our homes and firesides." No mercy for the 
murderers of defenseless women, children, and civil
ians. It is time that justice is served. P.o. Box 316 
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Non-human Christianity 
By Frazier Conley 

N on-human Christianity - that sounds a 
little alien, as in extraterrestrial. But it is 
true that the practices and beliefs of Chris

tianity should not be human-derived. 
We really should be advocates of a Christianity 

that is constituted out of divine and not human 
sources. Is our religion of God or is it of humanity? 
Who would want a religion based on fallible, errant, 
sinful humanity? 

How does one do this? How can one obtain a 
"non-human" Christianity? Here are a few sugges
tions. First, we need to put aside all human religious 
traditions. But how do we sort out human religious 
practices from divine? 

We need to inventory our religion. We need to 
ask ourselves about the activities that we practice as 
religion. No doubt prayer is one. Perhaps reading the 
Bible is another. Honesty is a practice that surely, for 
Christians, is based upon their religion. Assembling 
with fellow Christians for worship is another. Fur
ther, what propositions do we hold as religious 
truth? Presumably they would include such matters 
as the existence of God, the divine Sonship of Jesus, 
the reality of life after death, judgment to come, etc. 

This may not be easy for all of us. Many of us 
were raised as Christians, and our religion is of the 
warp and woof of our being. Nonetheless in order to 
"de-humanize" our religion we must do some such 
examination. 

In conjunction with this we must examine God's 
word, holy scripture, and pay close attention to what 
it prescribes as true religion. We should see substance 
and content, as well as boundaries and borders. As 
we study the gospel we should be able to see the 
shape of true religion emerge. Then we must get rid 
of whatever in our religion does not match that 
which we have sourced in the word of God, and con
versely we must incorporate whatever is found in his 
word that is missing from our religion. 

Ideally, when we finish doing this, our religious 
faith and practice will be exactly congruent with 
God's word. Our Christianity will have the same 
shape and configuration as that which results from 
an analysis of God's word. Wherever the two fail to 

occupy the same boundaries then human religion is 
created, not divine. 

Therefore, we must filter out from our religion 
that which God's word forbids: idolatry, sorcery, and 
human cultural traditions. We must rather come to 
embody only those beliefs and religious practices 
which it commands: love for God, love for neighbor, 
telling the truth, observance of the Lord's Supper, etc. 
If holy .scripture is what it claims to be, a complete 
guide for faith and practice, then we must not add to 
the divine religion it teaches by including in our own 
version of it things about which it is silent such as: 
hierarchical organizational structures, and creeds. 

To produce a God-only religion, unpolluted by 
human ideas and practices, one must go through 
something like the above process. It must be an op
eration, which sifts out the human and embraces the 
divine and it alone. 

Of course someone is going to ask a question 
like, "What about church buildings - they are not in 
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the scriptures." This is true. We will need to distin~ 
guish between reasonable expediencies and religion 
itself. A church building is not an essential part of the 
Christian religion. Christians can assemble in homes, 
in rented or borrowed facilities, or even in a cave. 
But when the Lord called for assemblies and other 
religious practices he no doubt approved procedures 
and facilities to carry out those commands (including 
pulpit stands, hymn books, PA systems, service
times). But we must never co-mingle or jumble-up in 
our minds the divine religion he specified with its fa
cilitating incidentals such as church buildings. The 
matters are distinct. The practicabilities can be 
changed, the religion cannot. When facilitating prac-

ticabilities are gratuitously added, when they become 
the religion, or overshadow the religion, or displace 
the religion, or get confused with the religion, or are 
actually unscriptural religious practices disguised as 
if only expediencies then one no longer has a divine
only religion. 

If one's religion can be sourced from the Bible
only, then Bible-only Christians will be Christians 
with a religion unpolluted and untainted by human 
ideas and values and practices. 

Shouldn't we all strive for a religion that is 
wholly and only from God? P.o. Box 7 
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Peace to Your House 
By T. Pierce Brown 

And if the house be worthy, let your peace 
come upon it: but if it be not worthy, 
let your peace return to you. 

Peace is the opposite of or absence of conflict or 
war. If one has an inner conflict about what course to 
pursue in business, politics, or religion, he has no 
peace. 

If one feels the pull of the Spirit of God as it 
strives with him through the gospel (Gen. 6:3; John 
16:8; Acts 2:36-37; Rom. 1:16), he will have con
flict, and not peace. 

Peace, in its broadest sense, involves happiness, 
serenity, security, and blessedness that comes as a re
sult of a complete harmonious relationship with all 
that is good. 

Note John 14:27: "Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid." 

Peace allowed Paul to sing in prison. It guards 
our hearts and minds in any difficulty that comes 
upon us. 

"And the peace of God, which passeth all under
standing, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts 
in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:7). It is a guardian peace that 
protects from inner conflict and outer disturbance. 

But what did Jesus mean in Matthew 10:13 and 
Luke 10:5-6 when he told his disciples to come to a 
house and say, "Peace be to this house." Then if the 
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house be worthy your peace shall rest upon it; if not, 
it will "return to you." 

Jesus is telling them to seek for the blessing of 
God to come upon the house. To desire a peaceful 
co-existence with God by surrendering to his will, 
which is how the "son of peace" is in the house. 

We obtain "the glory of the Lord Jesus" through 
the gospel (2 Thess. 2:14). Obeying God's revealed 
will brings peace with him and peace with self. 

If there is an indisposition to obey God, then 
"Let your peace return to you." 

When we go to a house with the gospel message, 
we must go with a desire that those taught will give a 
ready reception to the message from the Prince of 
Peace. That is the attitude with which we teach- and 
not an attitude of hostile and arrogant disagreement. 

We go into the world to preach the truth with a 
spirit of gentleness and a desire for peace. 

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance (2 Pet. 3 :9). 

When we have done what we can, where we are, 
with what we have to help see that none perish, ex
cepting the impenitent, we will have peace that sur
passes mere human thought. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
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From Criminal to Christian 
By David Mendiola 

As I stood in front of the Texas judge awaiting 
my sentence, my past life was going through 
my mind. 

I didn't even think about the future, about what 
was going to happen to me from that point on. 

I was sentenced to 20 years in prison for burglary 
of habitation, a crime I committed to obtain money 
for drugs. 

You can "be sure your sin will find you out" 
(Num. 32:23). "God is not mocked: for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7).1 
was reaping the "wild oats" of my lifestyle. 

Prison was a whole new environment. The way 
television shows prison is nothing like the real thing. 
I was entering into a world of darkness. I thought 
that my life was over. I had no hope. 

Nobody cared about me, and I was beginning to 
feel the same way. 

The big thing in prison is gaining respect. I 
started associating with a group with a feared prison 
gang known as Mexican Mafia. 

Some of the members of that gang eventually 
asked me if I wanted to join, and since I thought 
there were "cool" and "tough" and that one would 
get more respect by being a member, I accepted their 
invitation. 

Little did I know how that would change my life. 
Because I was a member of a disruptive gang, I 

was placed in segregated housing, which means 
spending 23 hours a day in a single cell. I kept seeing 
a volunteer chaplain who was visiting another gang 
member a few cells away from me, and I finally 
asked to speak with him. 

He was an evangelist of the church of Christ. 
We started talking about God, 1 esus, the Bible, 

and, the most commonly asked question, life and 
death. 

He continually referred me to the Bible, and the 
more he visited with me, the more interested I be
came in finding answers to my questions. 

I found that much of what I had been taught as a 
child was not consistent with the Bible. 

As I read and studied the Bible, I realized I was 
lost and needed salvation from my sins. I also began 
to grasp the profound truth that "No man can serve 

two masters" (Matt. 6:24). 
I knew that to become a Christian, I had to leave 

the Mexican Mafia, but I also knew that if I left the 
gang they would put out a contract on my life. 

I struggled over this cost of commitment, but 
with the encouragement and prayers of Christians, I 
decided to follow and obey Christ all the way. 

On August 16, 1994, I was baptized into Christ 
according to the New Testament teaching (Acts 2:38; 
Rom. 6:17-18). 

I am so very happy to have be a "new creature" 
(2 Cor. 5:17). 

The Mexican Mafia immediately issued a con
tract on my life. Though I was afraid of what might 
happen, I drew comfort and strength from the words 
of 1 esus, ''And be not afraid of them that kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear 
him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell" (Matt. 10:28). 
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It has now been 7 years since my baptism. My 
hope is that "Christ shall be magnified in my body, 
whether it be by life, or death" (Phil. 1 :20). 

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, I encour
age you to remain faithful, for the Lord says, "Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the 
crown of life" (Rev. 2:10). 

For those who have left their first love of dedica
tion to the Lord, he says, "Remember therefore 
whence thou art fallen, and repent" (Rev. 2:5). 

If we say that we have fellowship with him and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not; the truth: 
but if we walk in the light as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin 
. .. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righ
teous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:6-7, 9). 

If you are not a Christian, I urge you to come in 
faith in God's Beloved Son Jesus who was sent to 
save mankind from our sins (Matt. 1 :21; John 3: 16) 
for He is the only way to God Uohn 14:6). Those 
who reject him will not see life Uohn 3:36). God 
calls you to repent of your sins (Acts 17:3 0), and 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord (Romans 
10:9,10) and you must be baptized into Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; 
1 Pet. 3:21). 

Living a faithful Christian life can be tough, 
though we are able to accomplish all things through 
Christ who gives us strength (Phil. 4:13). 

We can live forgiven, guilt-free, and know that 
we are saved (1 John 5:13) . 
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Wisdom and Bad Behavior 
By Richard Norman 

Fr almost four years, I have been writing a reli
gious column in our local newspaper. From 
time to time, I get a little flack. I recently sug

gested that people read Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, 
and said, "Solomon beats the pants off any modern 
guru." 

A letter to the editor took me to task for suggest
ing Solomon was a role model for family values. 

People may say, "If King Solomon was so wise, 
why did he do so many dumb things and things that 
were obviously wrong? Why should we listen to any
thing he wrote?" 

This is an argument that has been used for centu
ries to try to discredit the teaching of the Bible. 

David committed adultery and murder, Peter de
nied Christ, and Paul has been branded a "chief-sin
ner" (and was an accessory to murder at the stoning 
of Stephen). 

If the personal mistakes of the individual writers 
of the Bible render their writings invalid, then you 
can discount the entire Bible. 

Why did King Solomon do things he must have 
known were sinful and wrong? 

A better question might be, "Why do you and I 
do things we know to be sinful and wrong?" 

14 ~~eF!':~d!~~! 

The reason is ... because we want to. 
King Solomon did what he did because he 

wanted to. Most people do pretty much what they 
want to do, right or wrong. I am sure Bill Clinton 
knew that what he was doing with his aide was 
wrong, but he did it anyway, because it is what he 
wanted to do. 

Wisdom does not guarantee we will never do 
anything wrong. 

I have done things I knew were wrong, and likely 
most of us have. That is why we need forgiveness. 

Thank God for forgiveness. 
"We have this treasure [divine inspiration, God's 

Word] in earthen vessels [sinful human beings], that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us" (2 Cor. 4:7). 

We don't measure divine inspiration by the people 
who penned the words, but by the words the people 
penned ... and that were confirmed by a demonstra
tion of divine might- miracles (See Heb. 2:1-4 ). 

Revelation comes by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16). It is God-breathed. 
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Second Editorial 

Prayer and Providence 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 r those five thousand upon whom the World 
Trade Towers fell and killed them think ye 
that they were sinners above all men that 

work in New York City? 
Could not God have punished Osama bin Laden 

with a fatal heart attack, or, better yet, an excruciat
ing form of terminal cancer, and saved a multitude of 
lives and billions of dollars? Did he not see? Did he 
not foresee? Did he not care? 

Jerry Falwell said, first, that it was an act of 
God's vengeance on America because of homosexu
ality, abortion, and general decadence, and, then, on 
second thought, it was a matter of God removing his 
protecting hand from our great land because of our 
defilement, and, finally, that he [Falwell] should have 
kept his mouth shut. 

The New York tragedy raises some tough ques
tions about prayer and the divine management of the 
universe. We may not know all the answers, but we 
do know some of the answers (See Deut. 29 :29). 

There are many facets of prayer (See Phil. 4:6 
where prayer, supplication, thanksgiving and re
quests are mentioned as different aspects of this vital 
exercise). To simply sit down and listen to the "tick
ing of eternity" is a kind of prayer. It seems to me 
that when most people mention prayer they are talk
ing about request, and thanksgiving, generally con
nected to self-serving and, therefore, selfish things. 

It seems tragically true that an unhealthy portion 
of petition is asking for physical things. We often ask 
for healing of the body, but seldom ask for healing of 
the human spirit. Have you noticed how slow we are 
to apply James 5: 14-16 to sin -sickness, and how 
quickly we attempt to apply the promise of the pas
sage to the flesh, which does not say much for our 
discernment. 

Here are some ground rules to consider: 
1. God presides - he therefore has the right to 

do what he knows to be best. Of course, God cannot 
do anything that contradicts his nature or that is self
contradictory. God, being sovereign, has the ability 
to limit himself (See Gen. 9: 12-15). Because God is 
in heaven and we are on earth, there are many things 
we do not fully understand (lsa. 55 :8-9). 

2. God gives man the right to make decisions -
even wrong decisions. It has been pointed out that 
the right to succeed carries with it the right to fail. 
God gave man the power to choose ... and may be a 
disappointed but silent witness when that ability is 
misused. Free agency is preserved for both the saint 
and the sinner. The wicked (Osama) have as much 
right of choice as the pure. This is the wise appoint
ment of a sovereign and impartial God, though it 
may be confusing and look strange to us. Wrong de
cisions on the part of evil people may cause the inno
cent to suffer - witness again the World Trade Tow
ers in New York. 

3. God rules through law. In the church, he rules 
through the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ. In the 
world he rules through natural law. We may not 
know the intricacies of natural law, but they still ap
ply to us. (I sometimes think that our ignorance of 
the natural law of God is far greater than our knowl
edge of that law.) 

4. God has (past tense), on occasion, contradicted 
natural law to produce a result diametrically opposed 
to natural law. We call that a miracle. (The Bible calls 
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it a miracle, too.) A miracle is not natural- if it were 
natural it would not be a miracle. Miracles confirm 
that a revelation is from God - and are never for the 
proprietary purpose of mere human convenience -
including sorrow and suffering. 

5. Natural law and miracles are mutually exclu
sive. A result caused by natural law is nor a miracle 
- and, conversely, a miracle is not natural law in op
eration. That is self-evident. There is no such thing 
as a halfway miracle, though it is possible (I guess) 
for a thing to be accomplished partly by the opera
tion of natural law and partly by miracle. Still, the 
miracle part of it is full-blown, that is, it is a miracle. 

6. God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; 
Rom. 2: 11). He is fair and even-handed, sending 
sunshine and rain on the just and the unjust, and 
treating believers alike - not preferring one above 
another, or doing for one what he will nor do for all 
under the same set of circumstances. 

7. This perishing world ought not to be our chief 
concern. Our affections are to be set on "things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand 
of God" (Col. 3:1; John 6:27). Spiritual things never 
die. Therefore spiritual (unseen) things are more im
portant than material (seen) things. It is hard to 
make and maintain this emphasis. 

8. In the world there will be tribulation Uohn 
16:33; Rom. 8:18-23). Affliction, trials, hardship, 
and suffering will benefit the person who is spiritu
ally minded (Rom. 5:3-5; 8:24-25; James 1 :2-4; 
Rom. 8:28). 

9. If we ask for exemption from tribulation, we 
are asking for something that is contrary to God's 
rule and to our best (eternal) interest. We do not 
morbidly seek tears and disappointment, but if sor
row comes, we learn to put the emphasis of our life 
where it should be - on heaven. 

10. Prayer is filtered through the High Priesthood 
and Advocacy of Jesus, who is our mediator and in
tercessor, which is why prayer is offered to Jehovah 
through Jesus, or in the name of Jesus (Rom. 8:26-
27, 34; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 4:14-16; John 14:13-14). It 
is also why we pray - sometimes by unutterable 
groans - in the confidence that Jesus will intercede 
to make our stammering petitions what they ought 
to be (Rom. 8:26-27, 34). This also explains why we 
do not pray to Jesus, though all proper prayer goes 
through him to the throne of God. 

These may not be all of the perimeters that out
line prayer, but they are some of the boundaries that 
enclose the subject. There may be an open-end we 
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have not discovered, or do not understand, but these 
basic Bible principles are immutable, and any border
line of prayer not included will not contravene these 
stated Bible rules, but will add to them. 

We must always keep in mind that there is much 
we do not know about the operation of the laws of 
nature, and it is, therefore, a mistake to say what 
God will and will not do within the boundaries of 
those laws. Since the rime of Einstein scientists have 
searched for a Unified Field Theory (a set of math
ematical equations that will unify all the known 
forces of nature: gravity, electromagnetic, strong and 
weak nuclear forces, etc.). This may be an exercise in 
futility because we are constantly learning more and 
just when we think it is nailed down, something new 
pops up. In the field of gravity we have gone from 
Newton to Einstein to quantum physics- the end is 
still not in sight. God, in operating through natural 
laws, may as a result of prayer, cause things to hap
pen that might not have otherwise happened without 
prayer, though our ignorance in this area is great. To 
confidently affirm that a thing will happen if we pray 
about it, and then if the thing does not happen, we 
run the risk of making infidels of ourselves and oth
ers. Our knowledge is finite (we can measure and 
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record it), but our ignorance is great (I almost said 
infinite). Still, we can know what we know (See 
again Deut. 29:29). 

Think of the example of how we ge t our daily 
bread. Jesus taught us to pray for bread (Matt. 6:11). 
We know that bread comes from human sweat (Gen. 
3:19). We know that those who do not pray for daily 
bread still eat (Matt. 5 :45). We know that those who 
do pray for daily bread have to work to have bread. 
Well ... was Jesus taunting us? Why ask for daily 
bread if you are going to get it anyhow? The answer 
is that there are many things we do not know about 
the operation of natural laws. We do know that God 
upholds all things by his word and wisdom (Heb. 
1:3 ). We know that following creation God rested 
from his labor, but that he continued to work (Heb. 
4:4 and John 5: 16-17). This means that God ceased 
from creating, but continued to maintain what he 
made. What is involved in that continuing work of 
God we do not know, and it would be presumptuous 
of us to even try to say, but something is involved. If 
there were no believers asking for daily bread, could 
it be that there would be no bread for anybody? 

There is much about the operation of prayer that 
we do not know, but we still live a life of trust. 

I'm not sure that I agree with it fully, but one pio
neer preacher - I have forgotten which one - said, 
"We work as if everything depends on us, and we 
pray as if everything depends on God." That is 
worth pondering. 

Some passages are troublesome to thoughtful 
people. One or more of these rudiments of prayer 
answers most of the questions raised. Here are some 
examples: 

Paul praying for the salvation of Israel (Rom. 
10: 1) would not preclude the human side of the salva
tion-equation. God gave his son and the son gave the 
gospel, but deity requires human cooperation (Mark 
16: 15). This is probably because of human free will. 
[If God directly converted the alien, the alien would 
have no more choice in the matter than Ananias had 
when he was struck dead. If it is done by the power of 
the spoken word, it could be accepted or rejected.] 
Paul did not expect the Jews to be converted without 
human agency because he spent most of his life travel
ing, preaching, and exposed to many perils. If he 
could have stayed home and converted the world by 
prayer alone, he would have been foolish to risk so 
many hazards. When he prayed for the salvation of 
Israel, he obviously did not expect it to happen with
out going and preaching (Rom. 10:13-15). 

We pray for wisdom (Col. 1:3-11; Eph. 3:14-19; 
James 1:5), but must be diligent in our study and ob
servation to get the requested understanding. Just as 
we pray for bread then go out and plough the field. 

We pray for rulers and for a quite and tranquil 
life (2 Thess. 1: 11-12), but recognize that this is 
again dependent on human behavior. Paul had his 
head cut off by the rulers for whom he told Timothy 
to pray. Praying for rulers may be little more than 
recognizing that there must be government, even 
though the power of government is abused (Rom. 
13:1-7). Because some govern badly is not a reason 
to advocate anarchy, which is a far worse alternative. 
Again, we do not know behind-the-scene divine ac
tivity. 

Over the long haul, we must understand that 
earthly things do not matter very much, and the em
phasis must be on the spiritual. When we repent, for
give those who have trespassed against us, and ask 
God to forgive us something happens - something 
really profound - in direct response to prayer. Let 
no man therefore say that prayer doesn't do any 
good. When we pray for bread, something unseen in 
the world of natural law may happen. When we pray 
for those in high place, a chain of events may be set 
in motion that results in good for humanity, but this 
must be tempered by maintaining free agency, impar-
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tiality, and the laws that hold the universe together. 
We pray and keep on praying even though we may 
not be able to define the ultimate results of our 
prayers. 

Myriads of prayers ascend to the throne of God 
every moment. Can you imagine what would happen 
if all those prayers were instantly and miraculously 
answered? 

We are thankful for a Supreme Being who, in his 
unlimited wisdom and illimitable mercy, makes al
ways the right decision in the light of the total situa
tion. He sees from the beginning to the end, and we 
see only a limited field. He sees the whole world, 
and it is hard for us to see much more than an inch 
beyond our noses. 

We trust and obey and leave the final issue in the 
hands of a benevolent, all-wise, and all-powerful 
God. It is just short of astonishing to see teachers 
give a brilliant answer to the question, "If God is 
good, whence cometh evil" and fail to apply the 
same reasoning to prayer and providence. 

We repeat a blurb from the current "Potpourri" 
column that may make us pause and think: 

People who advertise the slogan 'Expect A 
Miracle,' should give some thought to the fol
lowing quote from columnist Eric Zorn: 'If I 
were a believer in an all-powerful being that oc
casionally intervenes to perform miracles on 
Earth, faith in that being would not be my re
sponse to roughly 7,000 heinous murders in one 
morning.' Zorn, as you may have concluded, is 
agnostic. 

The fact is: God will perform no more 
miracles on earth until Jesus comes again then 
... look out! 

In the meantime, God is operating the uni
verse by natural law and without directly inter
vening in human choice. Under this arrange
ment, we must suffer the consequence of bad de
cisions - even the ones made by terrorists, see
ing they, too, are free agents. 

It is alarming when 5,000 are killed in one day 
and at one. spot. Jesus said, "Except ye repent, ye 
shall all in like manner perish." 
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Save Changes You've Made? 
By Howard R. Horton 

M y nifty word publishing program always 
shows a dialogue box with the message 
Save Changes You've Made?.,, Most of the 

time, of course, the answer is "Yes." 
Christians are like that. 
Mter 25 years of preaching, I am still "saving" 

changes. It seems that we have to, at one time or the 
other, make changes. 

• Changing from sin to righteousness. 
• Changing from impure thoughts to pure 

thoughts. 
• Changing from gossiping to controlling our 

tongue. 
• Changing from being rebellious to our parents, 

to being obedient children. 
• Changing from being an unloving husband to a 

loving husband. 
• Changing from being a nit-picking and nagging 

wife. 
Remaining faithful is a Christian's meat and 

drink. It is difficult at times. From Habakuk to Ro-
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mans and Galatians it is written: The just shall live by 
faith. Now this "faith" can't be wishy-washy, but 
must be stout, robust, and consistent. 

It is important when we teach those who want to 
become Christians that they understand that the 
"changes" they make through repentance and faith, 
must stay changed. Christian growth is no option. 

It is important that older saints teach and encour
age babes in Christ. One of the quickest way to lose a 
new member of the church is by not taking an inter
est in him. 

A man, or woman, alone is in jeopardy. One of 
the strengths of the first century church was how the 
church was unified; they were knit as family (Acts 
2:42ff; 1 Cor. 1:10). 

It is important that members of the church believe 
in what they believe. The Christian, according to 2 
Peter 3:12, 1 John 2:28 and 1 John 4:17, should be 
looking forward to that incredible Day. 311 E. Main 

Prescott, AZ 71857 
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False Prophets 
of the Second Millennium 

By Bob Cruse 

E lectronic mail has created a near perfect en vi
ronment for false teachers. Using this medium 
of communication, purveyors of error feel 

completely released from any responsibility for giv
ing scriptural proof of their assertions. 

Email challenges to their electronically dissemi
nated apostasies are ignored. Personal confrontation 
is impossible. 

Diligent Bible students, of course, reject their 
false counsel forthwith. 

Many of Christ's "little ones", however, accept 
the enticing emotional falsities as truth and "for
ward" them to other weak Christians. 

One "click" can instantaneously pass a message 
on to fifty or more homes. Before the forwarding 
process ends, the original "smooth and fair speech" 
can reach thousands of vulnerable people. 

Keep in mind that the computers in many homes 
are "manned" by the young whose faith is not yet 
firmly fixed. 

To these "babes in Christ" and to young people 
who have not yet obeyed God, cyber penmen can be
come authority figures. 

The following condensations are a small sam
pling of the deluge of email messages presently 
flooding the internet. All were forwarded into the 
homes of Christians by other Christians. 

One of the stories tells how a frail African 
woman died giving birth to her "tiny premature" 
baby. A hot water bottle to keep the newborn baby 
warm burst in a nurse's hands. There was no replace
ment. The baby's life was clearly in danger. At a 
prayer session the following day, a ten-year-old Afri
can girl prayed: "Please, God, send us a water bottle 
... this afternoon." Sure enough, a package arrived at 
the Doctor's door that very day containing a new hot 
water bottle. "Five whole months" earlier, states the 
missionary writer, the leader of her former Sunday 
school class "had heard and obeyed God's prompt
ing" and mailed a hot water bottle. God answered a 
little girl's prayer in England five months before it 
was uttered in Africa. 

This does not explain why God did not intervene 
to keep the mother from dying, or why the prema
ture baby was cold for a whole day before the hot 
water bottle arrived. 

"Louise," in a dream, received a beautifully 
rhymed 24-line poem from hell. Somehow, she was 
able to precisely remember and accurately record it 
for this story. Louise had failed to tell "Marsha," the 
poet in hell, about Jesus. Early the next morning 
Louise learned in a phone conversation that her 
friend Marsha had been n killed last night in a car ac
cident." The story is told for the truth. The "sinner's 
prayer" ends the transmission. 

''A beautiful child was born to an atheist couple. 
One night, when the girl was five years old the dad 
shot the mom and killed himself as the little girl 
watched. Her foster mother brought her to Sunday 
school where her teacher held up 'a picture of Jesus' 
and asked, 'Does anyone know who this is?' The 
little orphan girl responded quickly: 'I do, that's the 
man who was holding me the night my parents 
died."' This does not explain where the Sunday 
school teacher got a picture of Jesus - seeing that 
no such pictures exist. There were no cameras in the 
days of Jesus. 

Erroneous messages like these can have devastat
ing spiritual effects upon immature Christians. 

Faithful elders will protect their "sheep" by ad
justing their shepherding strategies. 

God's flocks in the second millennium requires 
shepherds who conscientiously function after the 
biblical model. They must be diligent enough to 
"know the truth" and courageous and resourceful 
enough to confront Satan in the minds and hearts of 
their "sheep" (See Heb. 13: 17) . 
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The Power of the Resurredion 
By Jim Lundy 

There are two things that can keep man from 
the eternal reward God has promised: sin and 
mortality. 

Let's look first at the problem of sin. We are 
aware that sin separates us from God (Isa. 59:1-2). 
This problem is dealt with in the person of Jesus 
Christ and is clearly presented in First Corinthians 
fifteen. In the first few verses of the chapter, Paul 
deals with the "sin problem." 

The answer to sin is found in the gospel which 
was preached to us, in which we stand, and to which 
we must hold fast (vv. 1-2). 

Verses three and four tell us the gospel is the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In the next few verses Paul shows the absolute 
necessity of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, conclud
ing that "if the dead are not raised, neither hath Christ 
been raised, and if Christ hath not been raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins" (vv. 16-17). 

The apostle teaches in Romans 1: 16 that "the 
gospel ... is the power of God unto salvation." 

The sixth chapter of Romans gives us more infor
mation regarding our obedience to the gospel and 
making application of the death of Christ to our for
giveness of sin. 

Or are ye ignorant that all we who were bap
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him 
through baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, so we also might walk in newness of 
life. For if we have become united with him in 
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, that 
our old man was crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be done away, that so we 
should no longer be in bondage to sin; for he 
that hath died is justified from sin (Rom. 6:1-6). 

Verses 17 and 18 inform us that "Whereas ye 
were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the 
heart to the form of teaching whereunto ye were de
livered; and being made free from sin, ye became ser
vants of righteousness." 

Since the gospel is the death, burial, and resur
rection of Jesus, and his blood was shed in his death, 
these verses clearly show that by obeying the form of 
teaching (baptism into Christ) we reach the blood 
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and our sins are washed away (Rom. 6:1). 
All the passages in the scripture that deal with 

our forgiveness and relationship to Christ indicate 
that baptism is a necessary part of our becoming a 
child of God. 

But when the kindness of God our Savior, and 
his love toward man, appeared, not by works 
done in righteousness, which we did ourselves, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, through 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior; that, being jus
tified by his grace, we might be made heirs ac
cording to the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:4-7). 

This passage is an explanation of Jesus' teaching 
in John 3:3-5, where he talks about being born of the 
water and the spirit. 

Peter tells us that, as the water of the flood 
cleansed the world of sin in the days of Noah, even 
so "which also after a true likeness doth now save 
you, even baptism" (1 Pet. 3:20-21). 

The sin problem is solved through the grace of 
God, in our obedience to the gospel, where we con
tact the blood of Jesus shed for the remission of our 
sins (Matt. 26:28). 

The death and resurrection of Jesus is central to 
man's forgiveness. 

The second problem is mortality. 
Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrup
tion; ... we shall all be changed •.• at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on in
corruption, and this mortal must put on immor
tality, and then shall come to pass the saying that 
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory (1 
Cor. 15:50-54). 

In verses 35-44, Paul speaks of God providing a 
suitable body for all living things; each adapted to its 
particular environment. He concludes that God has 
done the same by providing man a body fitted for 
eternity. 

The power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
the answer to all of man's problems. 
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What the Church Needs Now! 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D 

I n Acts 2 we find the church being established and 
3,000 souls added to it. As we continue to read 
in Acts, we are constantly confronted with the 

growth of the church {4:4; 4:31; 6:1; 6 :7 ; 9:31; 
12:24; 14:1; 16:5; 18:8). In Acts 6:7 the number of 
disciples "multiplied ... exceedingly." In Acts 16:5 the 
number increased "daily." From the inspired writer, 
we are impressed with the growth of the church. 

From 1945 to 1965 the Church of Christ was the 
fastest growing religious church in America. How
ever, church growth studies have shown that we are 
no longer growing like we once did. Why? There are 
many reasons. But I would like to set forth five prin
ciples that must attend our efforts to restore church 
growth. 

1. The Church Needs Strong leadership 

The nation of Israel went astray and fell when it did 
not have a leader. Judges 17:6 states, "In those days 
there was no king in Israel: every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes." God's purpose for evan
gelists, pastors and teachers was for the building up, 
strengthening and edifying of the church (Eph. 4: 11-
16). 

Paul saw the continual need of leaders and wrote 
Timothy, "The things which thou hast heard from 
me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" 
(2 Tim. 2:2). 

The church of the Lord grew rapidly in England 
under leadership of the Haldane brothers. But, when 
they died, the restoration movement died there also. 
They failed to train teachers. These points emphasize 
our need for godly men of wisdom in places of lead
ership. 

Several years ago there was a meeting held by 
our leading brethren to determine the status and 
needs of the church. The number one response was 
that the church needed leadership. How true! Any 
successful business, organization, sports team, or 
church is going to grow because of leadership. The 
quality and wisdom of the leaders will determine the 
success and growth of the group. 

In some large churches, the leaders are taking 
their congregation away from biblical authority and 

are opening Pandora's box. They allow the preacher 
to preach that one does not have to be baptized to be 
saved, people can become Christians without being 
baptized, the Lord's Supper can be taken on any day, 
instrumental music in worship is acceptable, women 
can lead public prayers in worship with men in atten
dance, women can be preachers, and miracles are 
still in existence. 

In some congregations, women "usurp author
ity" (1 Tim. 2: 12) over men and thus sin. They are 
"running the show." This is ungodly. They seek to 
have their own way in spite of the fact that the ma
jority of the congregation disagrees with them. 

Some churches have leaders that do not have the 
wisdom and ability to lead. On a Sunday morning, a 
long-time leader told the congregation that the rea
son for their tremendous growth was the pulpit 
preaching. He was right. Still, preachers are often 
paid a meager amount. The Bible says, "Thou shalt 
not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn. 
And, the laborer is worthy of his hire" (1 Tim. 5: 18). 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBKO 
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$10.00 
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This verse clearly teaches that you reward the la
borer who is "getting it done." 

Proverbs 29: 18 says, "Where there is no vision, 
the people perish." Solomon is not talking about 
goals, but about revelation and therefore instructing 
in the way of righteousness. Where that is lacking, 
there is no spirituality (1 Cor. 2:13-15; 3:1; Col. 
1:9; 1 Pet. 2:1-5). 

A company had a man who worked totally on 
commission. He brought in over a million dollars in 
business every year. An executive looked at how much 
they were paying him and decided it was too much. 
So, they demanded that. he become salaried. He left 
the company and went to work for another company. 
The million dollars worth of business he was bringing 
in for his former company now was going to his new 
company. Eighteen months later his old company shut 
the doors and went out of business. 

When any church does not have men of wisdom 
and ability leading the way, it will not grow! A 
church will rise no higher than its leadership. 

2. The Church Needs the Word Preached 
Real growth can only come through strong biblical 
teaching. Christianity is a religion of faith. We live by 
faith (Gal. 3:11); walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7); are justi
fied by faith (Rom. 5: 1); will receive salvation by 
faith (1 Pet. 1:9); overcome by faith (1 John 5:4); 
and will receive our eternal crown by faith (Rev. 
2:10). The writer of Hebrews said, "And without 
faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him 
[God]" (Heb. 11 :6). 

How do we get faith? The apostle Paul taught in 
Romans 10:17 that faith comes through the word of 
God. Faith does not come through some emotional 
better-felt-than-told type of experience. Faith comes 
through the word of God (Luke 8:12; john 5:45-47, 
20:30-31; Acts 17:11-12, 18:8; Eph. 1:13-14). 

Furman Kearley wrote: 
One of the most frequent topics of conversation 
in the church setting today is, 'Why are we not 
growing?' The most basic and correct answer is 
that we are not preaching the Gospel as exten
sively and effectively as we must in order for 
people to know the vision of God's will and 
what to do to be saved. 

Kearley is right. 
C. W. ''Abe" Lincoln showed me a printout of a 

sermon by one of our preachers in one of our biggest 
churches. He asked me to read it and give him my re
sponse. After reading it, I told him it was nothing but 
pop-psychology, a bunch of garbage. Abe agreed 
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with me. I could not find one quote from the Bible in 
the sermon. Too many preachers are not filling their 
sermons with scripture. As a consequence, members 
do not have their faith strengthened, and fall by the 
wayside. 

The Psalmist said, "Thy word have I laid up in 
my heart that I might not sin against thee" (Psa. 
119: 11). But, if members are not fed the word, they 
will not grow in faith and have the necessary 
strength to resist temptation. There must be teaching 
and preaching with the "meat" of the word and not 
just "milk" (Heb. 5:12-14 ). We must go back to the 
fundamental concept of preaching the truth in love 
(Eph. 4: 15). This is absolutely essential to the 
growth of the church. 

Churches ought to demand strong biblical 
preaching from the pulpit and fire the preacher 
when he does not deliver. The preacher should have 
the support from the elders and members alike to 
preach the truth. 

3. The Church Needs Unity 
Psalms 133: 1 states, "Behold, how good and pleas
ant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." 

Paul said: 
Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment (1 Cor. 
1:10). 

Again, in Ephesians 4:3 Paul said, "Giving dili
gence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace." The reason many churches are not growing 
is because they are not unified. 

Jesus said, "Every city or house divided against 
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itself shall not stand" (Matt. 12:25). 
My father often told me, "Kicking mules are not 

pulling and pulling mules are not kicking." 
A church must be unified in brotherly love if they 

are going to do the Lord's work. When a local 
church is not unified, growth is impossible. W hen a 
local church has internal strife, it causes its activities 
not to be centered on saving the lost and preaching 
the word. Jesus taught that members unified would 
allow the world to believe that God really did send 
him Uohn 17:21). But when members are not "one," 
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not unified, evangelism is hindered and growth im
possible. 

God hates the discord sower ( (Prov. 6:19). 
Brethren who are guilty of such action will have to 
answer to God for their evil deeds (Gal. 5:19-21). 

4. The Church Needs a Will to Work 
The world needs to see our "good works" (Matt. 
5: 16). We have come into Christ "for good works" 
(Eph. 2:1 0), are to be "zealous of good works" (Titus 
2:14), "to maintain good works" (Titus 3:8), and "be 
rich in good works" (1 Tim. 6:1 8). 

The writer of the book of Hebrews said, "Let us 
consider one another to provoke unto love and good 
works" (Heb. 10:24). 

Nehemiah had a tremendous task to rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem. He had much opposition and a 
tough time. However, he got the job done. Why? 
Nehemiah 4:6 states, "For the people had a mind to 
work. " What was true in Nehemiah's day is true to

day. The church will not grow by chance or accident. 
If a local church is growing, it is because there is a 
plan of work, and the church is working the plan. 

One church of about 80 members had a business 
meeting. They appointed a day to paint the building. 
Out of 80 members only 2 showed up to work- a 
man and his wife. 

Many churches are fi lled with members who 
want to come to the business meetings to have their 
say and their way and to tell how things ought to be 
done. However, when it comes to working in the lo
cal programs, these brethren are absent. 

If the church is to grow, the people must "have a 
mind to work." Many members expect the preacher 
to do all or even the majority of the work. Some be-
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lieve that he is just a paid "get-well-card." 
Years ago a preacher's office used to be called a 

"study." Now it is an "office." We have gotten away 
from the plan of God that a preacher's first and pri
mary obligation is to preach the word (2 Tim. 4:2). 
This takes hours of diligent study and cannot be ac
complished with a half-hearted effort. 

5. The Church Needs to Evangelize 
Jesus charged his disciples, "Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 16:15-16). 
The book of Acts gives us a constant picture of 
reaching out to teach people the gospel. Acts 8:4 
states, "They therefore that were scattered abroad 
went about preaching the word." 

It has often been said that the church that does 
not reach out will soon fade out. How true! Too 
many churches today are just small social groups that 
perform as worshiping societies with no outreach at 
all. Too many members come to the building and sit 
in the pews - and that is all they do - sit. They sit 
in the pews and hear the truth preached but make no 
effort to reach out to the lost. We must evangelize, or 
we will fossilize. 

Every member needs to realize that he has a per
sonal responsibility to lead others to Jesus. We need 
to realize that all our individual efforts do mount up 
and mean something. We can all invite some one to 
services, give a tract away, call and encourage, pray 
for the lost, and try to set up a Bible study. One 
couple became Christians because another couple 
loved them enough to keep inviting them to services. 
They finally decided to come after the 17th invita
tion. We must not give up. We must have a continual 
evangelistic thrust. 

Christianity is a taught religion. Jesus said in 
John 6:45, ''And they shall all be taught of God." We 
must do everything we can to teach people the truth. 
True, many will reject the truth. But, our responsibil
ity is to teach the truth (Eph. 3 :9). They have the re
sponsibility to accept the truth (Ezek. 33 :8-9). 

Conclusion 
These are not new ideas. They are simple, basic, bib
lical concepts. These points are valid because they 
come from God. Real church growth comes not from 
doing something dramatic and colossal, but by doing 
the obvious. 
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0 It is reliably reported that the major television 
networks are planning to release programs, in prime 
time, with vulgarities that will shock decent Ameri
cans, undermine civility, and challenge public de
cency. 

"Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy 
God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain." 

"For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine 
enemies take thy name in vain." 

Believers should have the backbone to stand up, 
speak out, "boldly in God's name." 

Blaspbemeous 
OThe Church of England (Episcopal Church) 

has come out with a new advertising program in 
England. 
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One poster says: "Body piercing? Jesus had his 
done 2,000 years ago." Another reads: "Life gone to 
pot? Made a Hash of Things? Things not too Easy? 
Love is the drug." 

Colin Hart, the director of the Christian Insti
tute, said they were "trivializing Christianity into 
something it is not" and accused the church of trying 
to become "too trendy." 

Bravo 
OMIAMI- A federal judge upheld a 1977 state 

ban on adoptions by homosexuals, citing the stability 
of heterosexual families. 

"Plaintiffs have not asserted that they can dem
onstrate that homosexual families are equivalently 
stable, are able to provide proper gender identifica
tion or are no more socially stigmatizing than mar
ried heterosexual families," said U.S. District Judge 
James Lawrence King. 

American Civil Liberties Union said it would 
continue to fight what it termed legalized discrimina
tion against homosexuals. 

Baloney 
O"Unless mankind redesigns itself by changing 

our DNA through altering our genetic make-up, 
computer-generated robots will take over the 
world." 

That's the stern warning from world-renowned 
scientist and writer Stephen Hawking, who says the 
danger of a computer take-over is real. 

"In an interview with Focus, a German magazine, 
Hawking said 'computers double their performance 
every month.' Humans, in contrast, are developing 
much more slowly, and so must change their DNA 
make-up or be left behind. The danger is real, he 
said, that this [computer] intelligence will develop 
and take over the world." 

Hawking should know that to house a computer 
that can get close to doing what the human brain can 
do would require a building about the size of the 
Empire State Building. 

More from lnglaad 
flA film crammed with references to sex and 

drugs and featuring Jesus as a 15-year-old schoolboy 
and Mary Magdalene as a single mother is the latest 
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ploy to woo young people back to church. 
Called An Absence of Stones, the film will be 

screened in secondary schools this autumn with the 
aim of convincing teenagers of the relevance of the 
Bible to their lives. It contains references to drugs 
and violence with the Judas figure portrayed as a 
drug-taking schoolgirl who betrays Jesus for a "hit" 
of cocaine. 

At one point Jesus accompanies Mary Magdalene 
to an abortion clinic, although he says he "hates" what 
she has done. In the end she decides to keep the baby. 

Instead of a crucifixion scene, Jesus is murdered 
by a school friend and is resurrected in a 
Leicestershire beauty spot. Nigel Roberts, 
scriptwriter and producer for Youth for Christ, said 
his aim was to defy the Church's "stuffy" image. 

Baptism 
OA representative of Operation Rescue West 

made public this week pictures of a bizarre "baptis
mal ceremony" featuring a dead, partial-birth
aborted baby and her parents. 

A Kansas Abortionist Offers 'Remembrance' Cer
emonies for Aborted Babies - the pictures were -
well ... gruesome. 

Way to Go 
OA recent Gallup Survey claims that 95 percent 

of Americans think religious beliefs or spiritual prac
tices are important in their own lives. 

That is good, but it does not therefore follow 
that 95 percent of Americans understand pristine 
Christianity. 

It does follow that the overwhelming majority of 
Americans understand that there is a power beyond 
sight. Our business is to help them understand that 
irresistible force more perfectly. The Bible is the an
swer. 

4Game? 
0 A man repeatedly punched his stepson after the 

youngster beat him at Monopoly. 
As the 13-year-old ran sobbing and screaming 

into his mother's arms, the former Army sergeant 
told him: "You have ruined my life." 

London's Blackfriars Crown Court was told the 
assault was the culmination of a series of flare-ups 
following the stepfather's defeats at the hands of ei
ther the teenager or his 11-year-old sister. 

The 49-year-old defendant admitted assaulting 
the boy, causing him actual bodily harm. 

During the six-day hearing the youngster said his 

26 ~~~eF~~~d!~~! 

stepfather would insist he play Monopoly, but could 
not accept defeat. He added that he could not under
stand why his stepfather accused him of "ruining my 
life." 

lord of the lance 
$Jonathan Petre, London Times, reports Uuly 

16, 2000) that a Church of England sister who has 
rings through her nose and eyebrows and dyed red 
hair will be licensed by the Bishop of Winchester, the 
Rt. Rev. Michael Scott-Joynt, as a nightclub chaplain 
this week. 

Ritalin 4d Blitz 
5 The signing of a new law in Connecticut was a 

heartening event for the back-to-school season. 
Many parents hope it will relieve the growing pres-
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sure to put their kids on drugs to control attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder. 

Picking up the September issues of a number of 
women's magazines, parents saw the very first ads 
promoting these same medications. Considered 
Schedule II controlled substances by the Drug En
forcement Administration, they are among the most 
addictive ~nd abused drugs that are still legal. 

Connecticut's law is the first to bar school offi
cials from recommending psychotropic drugs for 
kids on the theory that such matters should be left to 
families and their doctors. The law comes on the 
heels of legislation enacted by Minnesota earlier this 
year preventing schools from forcing parents to 
medicate ADHD children. Utah and New Jersey 
have similar bills pending, and lawmakers in many 
other states have shown interest in such action. 

Pharmaceutical companies are locked in a fierce 
battle for what will soon be a $1 billion-a-year mar
ket for drugs treating the problem (ADHD). 

Last year pharmaceutical manufacturers spent 
$2.5 billion marketing drugs of all kinds to consum
ers. A spokeswoman for the Pharmaceutical Re
searchers and Manufacturers Association says such 
ads "empower" patients by informing them of treat
ment options. But, doctors say such ads are a double
edged sword because they drive up demand for 
drugs. And that's particularly dicey in the case of 
drugs like those used for ADHD, which the DEA 
puts in the same category with morphine, cocaine, 
Demerol and Oxycontin. 

Spiritualism Popular 
$Almost as many teenagers in England believe in 

ghosts and horoscopes as believe in God, according 
to an extensive new survey. 

While 41 percent said that they believed in God, 
40 percent said that they were convinced that ghosts 
existed and over a third put their faith in the veracity 
of horoscopes. 

Nearly a third of those questioned thought it 
possible to contact the spirits of the dead, two out of 
every 10 believe that fortune tellers can see into the 
future and 22 percent believe in black magic. 

The survey, which was compiled by the Rev. 
Leslie Francis, the Professor of Practical Theology at 
the University of Wales, Bangor, found that institu
tional religion remains a powerful influence in many 
teenagers' lives. Nearly three-quarters of those ques
tioned want to get married in church and over half 
said that they wanted to have their child baptized. 

Continuing 
$Prof. Leslie Francis, of Bangor University (En

gland), surveyed social attitudes among British teen
agers and found that youngsters disagree with their 
Churches' moral teachings and believe sex outside 
wedlock is morally acceptable. 

The survey found that, while most young Mus
lims accepted their religion's values, Christians did 
not. The findings represent a further blow to the 
Church of England, which is struggling to keep 
younger worshipers. 

Eighty-two per cent of young Anglicans reject 
life-long marriage and believe divorce is acceptable. 
Among Roman Catholic teenagers, 85 per cent dis
miss their Church's teaching that sex outside mar
riage is wrong. 

In America 
OThe parents of Morgan Nyman, a second

grader in the Kettle Moraine School District, 
brought a lawsuit to allow Morgan to continue hand
ing out valentines to her classmates. 

Matt Staver, founder of Liberty Counsel, which 
represented Morgan's parents, says the school dis
trict wanted to keep restrictions on literature meant 
to indoctrinate or convert other children. 

Morgan had given her classmates cards that said 
"Jesus loves you" and "Fully rely on God." 

Here and 1here 
$Officials in Germany are growing increasingly 

concerned about the spread of devil worship among 
young people. Just recently, three teenage boys 
jumped to their deaths from a bridge in Saxony, Ger
many. One left a note at the base of the bridge say
ing, "We are unhappy with this life and seek a better 
one." 

Word of Mouth 
$1£ you know of potential subscribers to the 

Firm Foundation, we would be glad to send them a 
free 3-month subscription. We would also be hap
py to send you a bundle of sample copies to be 
given to friends and family to encourage additional 
subscribers. Contact us at any of the following: 
jprophet@quik.com; Toll-free (888) 367-6216; Fax: 
(979) 553-3721; P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

Just tell us if you want the paper sent to a specific 
address, or if you want a bundle sent to your address. 

Your help is deeply appreciated. A satisfied cus
tomer and word of mouth advertising are effective. 
We need your help. 

November 2001 27 
Firm Foundation 



Chipping In 
@After the attack on the World Trade Center, 

New Yorkers offered their talents and services to the 
relief effort. Emergency workers, construction work
ers, and other men with the fortitude helped recover 
what would too often turn out to be dead bodies and 
human body parts from the rubble. Churches opened 
their doors for people who wanted to pray and to 

residents of lower Manhattan displaced by the at
tack. Restaurants and delis throughout the city pro
vided free food to rescue workers. 

And Planned Parenthood of New York City has 
been providing New York City women with "com
plete reproductive health care ... free of cost." Ser
vices include birth control, emergency contracep
tion, and abortion. 

The idea isn't completely original. For years, the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has 
turned natural disasters and wars into opportunities 
to end more lives, passing out "reproductive health 
kits" in refugee camps and among victims of tragedy 
(Kathryn Jean Lopex, Executive Editor National Re
view Online). 

Slippery Slope 
@One hundred years ago Queen Wilhelmina 

opened the Netherlands' Parliament by declaring 
that cabinet policy would be based on the Christian 
foundation of society. Today the Netherlands' gov
ernment approves allowing doctors to end a life 
when it is subjectively decided the life is no longer 
worth living. A society slides quickly toward perdi
tion when it has no objective standard of right and 
wrong. 

More Euthanasia 
\~>The right to die almost inevitably morphs into 

the obligation to die. The Oregon Health Division 
reports that in the third year of that state's euthana
sia law 63 percent of those who sought and received 
physician-assisted suicide gave as their reason that 
they feared being a burden to family, friends, and 
other caregivers. That compares with 23 percent in 
the second year. In 1999 thirty-seven percent were 
referred for psychiatric evaluation before being 
euthanized, compared with 19 percent in 2000. The 
process is also speeding up. It was on average eighty
three days from first request to killing in 1999, com
pared with a much more efficient thirty days last 
year. Gilbert Meilaender suggests it is the family and 
friends who need to be referred for evaluation. 
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It Is Appointed 
!~The French Riviera town of Le Lavandou has 

banned death. Anyone who doesn't have a reserved 
burial plot is now forbidden from dying within the 
city limits. 

Bad News 
@Gay Campbell, director of communications of 

the Everett School District in Washington state, com
menting on an effort to pass school levies at the Na
tional School of Public Relations, said: "Parents are 
some of the worst enemies we have." 

Inhuman 
t~ People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

has launched a billboard campaign that includes 
statements like these: "Would you give your right 
arm to know why sharks attack? Could it be re
venge?" and "Recent shark sightings have taken a 
bite out of summer fun, but the most dangerous 
predators of all are on land, lining up at the all-you
can-eat buffets," and "Dangerous predators in water 
now- you!" 

Excellent study for young people. 
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Fold fou So 
flit is a major development in the public argu

ment about homosexuality. The study presented at 
the annual meeting of the American Psychiatric Asso
ciation is by Dr. Robert Spitzer, Chief of Biometrics 
Research and Professor of Psychiatry at Columbia 
University in New York. Dr. Spitzer describes himself 
as a secular humanist Jew and was the leading figure 
in the 1973 APA decision that removed homosexual
ity from the official diagnostic manual of mental dis
orders. "Like most psychiatrists, I thought that ho
mosexual behavior could only be resisted, and that 
no one could really change their sexual orientation. I 
now believe that to be false. Some people can and do 
change," said Spitzer. The study included hundreds 
of men and women who have experienced a signifi
cant shift from homosexual to heterosexual attrac
tion and have sustained the change for at least five 
years. Three-quarters of the men and half of the 
women are now married. Not surprisingly, the study 
has ~et with furious criticism from gay advocates. 
Dr. Spitzer's principled view is very simple: "I be
lieve patients should have the right to explore their 
heterosexual potential." 

Strange 

OHere's a fine dustup. The Unitarian Universal
ist Association is suing the new American Unitarian 
Association for using the name Unitarian. AUA ac
cuses UUA of abandoning "classical," "traditional," 
and "historic" Unitarianism. The AUA press release 
edges dangerously close to saying "orthodox." The 
release charges, "Unitarian Universalism has fully 
embraced ·polytheistic religions that totally contra
dict the name Unitarian." Since it started as a protest 
against the Christian doctrine of the Trinity - the 
three Persons in one God - the AUA would seem to 
be on solid ground in claiming that Unitarianism is 
incompatible with belief in an open-ended number 
of gods and goddesses. But I confess that figuring out 
how an anti-creedal tradition determines who is 
faithful to its creed is beyond my powers. 

4 Compendium 
OWe are indebted once again to our good friend 

Earl Davis of Chicago for sending to us clippings 
from the Chicago Tribune that deal with faith and 
morals. We present a severe abridgment of many of 
the articles and hope it makes you alert and. in
formed. Here goes: 

• David Crumm of Knight rudder Newspapers re-

ports that some publishers of the Bible are attempt
ing to become translators and, based on political cor
rectness, change some of what the original writers 
said. The current attempt is to eliminate all refer
ences to the Jewish involvement in the crucifixion. 
They somehow think this harms present-day Jewish 
children, but have no qualms about saying the 
Roman's did it, and seem not to care about Italian 
kids (Tribune, 7/13/01). 

• Rick Weiss, Washington Post, informs that a 
Massachusetts biotechnology company, Advanced 
Cell Technology, is currently attempting to create 
cloned human embryos (Tribune, 7/13/01). 

• In an editoral, the Chicago Tribune (7/13/01) 
says, "Creating life forms purely for experimentation 
is an abhorrent practice that Congress should stop." 

• Jain nuns wear a cloth tied over mouth and 
nose to prevent them from breathing in insects as a 
symbol of non-violence and to show respect for all 
things living (Tribune, 7/13/01). Guess they have not 
heard about germs and bacteria, which are living 
things. 

• A hospital stopped supplying the Oklahoma 
state prison system with the chemicals used in execu
tions, following a request from an anti-death penalty 
group (Tribune, 7/8/01). Guess they have not heard 
about Genesis 9:6. 

• The Presbyterian Church U.S.A. is debating 
whether homosexuality is condemned by the Bible 
(Tribune, 7/27/01). Guess they never heard about Ro
mans 1:26-28. 

• Kathleen Parker reports that 15 children have 
died this year from hypothermia in automobiles due 
to forgetfulness or stupidity (Tribune, 7/25/01). 

• Bob Greene, Chicago Tribune, 7/24/01, tells us 
what we already know - gambling, whether in 
state-run-lotteries or casinos, is a sucker trap. Greene 
insists this is true even when states chose to trans
form themselves from "stern police officers saying 
gambling is bad to grinning tuxedo-clad greeters say
ing come on in. The sucker traps are still sucker 
traps, but they are adorned by official state seals." 

• Judge Roy Moore has been elevated to Chief 
justice of Alabama's Supreme Court. He raised the 
money and placed in the lobby of the state Judicial 
Building a 5,28 0-pound granite monument. It her
alds the 10 commandments and quotations about 
faith in God from such founding fathers as Thomas 
jefferson, and James Madison. Judge Moore said, 
"In my capacity as chief justice it is my responsibility 
to show the moral foundation of law and the legal 
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'basis upon which this country was founded ... All the 
monument does is acknowledge a Supreme Being 
and a higher law" (Tribune, 8/16/01). 

• The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, commissioned a study on 
whether to endorse the morality of homosexual rela
tionships. The matter was brought before the assem
bly by a lesbian of St. Paul, Minn. who was irregu
larly ordained as a pastor in St. Paul by one active 
bishop and three retired bishops (Tribune, 8/14/01). 
Does it seem strange to connect this homosexual 
woman with St. Paul? 

• Scams using religion as a lure to get people to 
invest money took in about $1.8 billion over the last 
three years (Tribune, 8/8/01). So, watch out! 

• Kathleen Parker (Chicago Tribune, 8/8/01) in 
discussing casual sex and its disastrous consequence 
said, "Feminism is partly to blame. . . . Men and 
women may be equal but they are not the same -
sexual freedom is never as free for the bearer or 
aborter of children, no matter how much spare 
change women squeeze from men's pockets." 

Can I attend a sound 
Bible Training School 
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• Most people scoff at astrology (the fanciful no
tion that the positions of the Moon, Sun, and planets 
determine one's personality and future), but the U.S. 
Education Department is now willing to grant fed
eral loans and grants to the Astrological Institute - a 
32-student school in Scottsdale, Ariz. The school of
fers courses in such vital subjects as Asteroid God
desses and How to Write an Astrological Column 
(Tribune, 8/8/01). 

• An archbishop in the Roman Catholic Church, 
Emmanuel Milingo, married a Korean woman about 
half his age in a Sun Myung Sung group ceremony in 
New York. The pope convinced the archbishop to 
leave his wife and deny the marriage. The wife, 
Maria Sung, is now on a water-only-fast (Tribune, 8/ 
26/01). 

• A Hindu woman asked a Catholic priest, "How 
could a just God allow thousands of people to die." 
She was talking about the World Trade Center horror 
(Tribune, 9/28/01). This is an unanswerable problem 
for those who think God intervenes directly and mi
raculously in human events. For those who under
stand that God rules the universe and the church by 
law, it is no problem at all. The Bible teaches on ev
ery page that humans have freedom of choice. Bad 
decisions bring bad results. Good decisions bring 
good results. That is the law. We reap as we sow. 

Ouofe 
OJoseph Califano of the National Center on Ad

diction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University 
said, "When parents start to feel as strongly about 
drugs in schools as they do about asbestos in schools, 
we'll take a giant step forward." 

Miracle? 
$People who advertise the slogan "Expect A 

Miracle," should give some thought to the following 
quote from columnist Eric Zorn: "If I were a believer 
in an all-powerful being that occasionally intervenes 
to perform miracles on Earth, faith in that being 
would not be my response to roughly 7,000 heinous 
murders in one morning." Zorn, as you may have 
concluded, is agnostic. 

The fact is: God will perform no more miracles 
on earth until Jesus comes again - then ... look out! 

In the meantime, God is operating the universe 
by natural law and without directly intervening in 
human choice. Under this arrangement, we must suf
fer the consequence of bad decisions - even the 
ones made by terrorists, seeing they, too, are free 
agents. 



Another Example of Bad Human Choite 
®A few years ago there was much media hype 

about a rash of burnings of black churches across the 
South. It turned out to be just that, hype. But the 
National Council of Churches and others raised 
about a million dollars for rebuilding churches that 
were not burned. The money was spent, of course, 
on "fighting racism." Now in Canada, the federal 
Multiculturalism Minister (yes, they have such an of
fice), Hedy Fry, raised an alarm about racist cross
burnings. That, too, turned out to be fictional. 

But Lorne Gunter of the Edmonton Journal 
notes there really was an instance of cross-burning a 
year earlier in Montreal, when feminists stormed the 
Catholic cathedral on International Women's Day, an 
observance much encouraged by Multicu lturalism 
Minister Fry. 

T he femin ists, hid ing behind ski masks, set 
alight homemade crosses, then stormed the ca
thedral. They vandalized the walls and altar with 
spray paint proclaiming No God, no masters. 
They knocked down elderly nuns, destroyed 
hymnals and prayer books, smeared the walls 
with used sanitary napkins, and strewed 
condoms around, all in the name of tolerance. It 

Brown 
Trail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
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seems these protesters could not bear any views 
on abortion or women's rights that disagreed 
with their own. And since the Catholic Church 
believes all abortion is sin and chooses not to or
dain women as priests, well then, its cathedrals 
were fair game for a good ransacking. 

You will probably not be surprised to learn that 
the Ministry of Multiculturalism had nothing, as in 
absolutely nothing, to say about what happened in 
Montreal. 

Indwelling 
{?> G.E.M. Anscombe, a ce lebrated Roman Catho

lic writer, in an essay explained the real presence of 
Christ in the communion bread. She wrote: "When 
one says 'transubstantiation,' one is saying that the 
divine power given to the priest is used to change 
the bread so that it isn't bread any more (nor the 
stuff of which it is made), but instead is the body of 
Christ." 

"I once knew a child," she continues, " taught as I 
have described, who was in the free space in the back 
of the church when the mother went to communion. 
'Is he in you?' the child asked when the mother came 
back. 'Yes,' she said, and to her amazement the child 
prostrated itself before her." 

Ridiculous! Jesus was not literally in the woman 
and the child had no business bowing down before 
her mother to worship the Son of God in her. It is 
superstition, which means " irrational belief." 

Well, okay, what about someone who says that 
the Holy Spirit, who is God, literally indwells him? 
Should we bow before such a one and wo rship the 
God that he claims is in him, or should we brand that 
as superstition, roo? 

A wise man once said, "Men will fight for super
stition as quickly as for a living truth." 

Of Mite and Men 
{9> Peter Singer of Princeton is back, this time with 

an essay on bestiality. "One by one, the taboos have 
fallen,'' he writes, but people still have this hang-up 
about doing it with animals. Singer's view seems to 
be that there is nothing wrong in having sex with 
animals, so long as no cruelty is involved. For in
stance, some men do it with chickens, sometimes 
killing the chicken in the process. Singer disapproves 
of that, although he notes "it is no worse than what 
egg producers do to their hens all the time." His 
chief complaint is against "the Judea-Christian tradi
tion" that imagines there is "a wide, unbridgeable 
gulf " separating us from animals. He goes on to cite 
many examples of this m istaken view. He might 
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have, but does not, cite the fact that only human be
ings get appointed to tenured chairs of ethics at Ivy 
League universities. Given his argument, that would 
seem to be profoundly unfair. I have no doubt that in 
such a position my dog would perpetrate less intel
lectual and moral confusion than some who are un
justly privileged by virtue of the speciesism that is 
rampant in our institutions of higher learning. The 
fact that we too are animals, Singer concludes, "does 
not make sex across the species barrier normal or 
natural, whatever those much misused words may 
mean, but it does imply that it ceases to be an offense 
to our status and dignity as human beings." The fact 
that Peter Singer promotes such views does not nec
essarily make him lunatic or perverse, whatever 
those much misused words may mean, but it does 
not do much for his status and dignity as a professor 
of ethics, nor for that of the university that honors 
him (First Things, June/July 2001). 

Doggerel 
$A reader who says a teenager in Baghdad, Ari

zona wrote it submitted the following: 

School Prayer 
Now I sit me down in school 
Where praying is against the rule 
For this great nation under God 
Finds mention of Him very odd. 
If Scripture now the class recites, 
It violates the Bill of Rights. 
And anytime my head I bow 
Becomes a Federal matter now. 
Our hair can be purple, orange, or green, 
That's no offen~e; it's a freedom scene. 
The law is specific, the law is precise. 
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice. 
For praying in a public hall 
Might offend someone with no faith at all. 
In silence alone we must meditate, 
God's name is prohibited by the state. 
We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks, 
And pierce our noses, tongues, and cheeks. 
They've outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible. 
To quote the Good Book makes me liable. 
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen, 
And the "unwed daddy," our Senior King. 
It's "inappropriate" to teach right from wrong, 
We're taught that such "judgments" do not be-

long. . 
We can get our condoms and birth controls, 
Study witchcraft, vampires, and totem poles. 
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed, 
No word of God must reach this crowd. 
It's scary here I must confess, 
When chaos reigns the school's a mess. 
So, Lord, this silent plea I make: 
Should I be shot, my soul please take! 
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Patriotism or lleligion? 
0 In a protest that has many wondering if the 

American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has finally 
become mentally unhinged the ultra-liberal group 
has attacked a sign at a school asking that God Bless 
America, saying it is not only unconstitutional but "a 
hurtful divisive message" bound to do grievous harm 
to poor defenseless schoolchildren. 

The sign the ACLU finds so offensive is hanging 
from a marquee in front of the Breen Elementary 
school, in Rocklin, near Sacramento, California, and 
to the shock and dismay of the ACLU school officials 
swear it is going to remain in place. 

Purile 
OAmerican Demographics ·makes much of 

changes in funeral practices. The changes are not 
very striking, but if you publish a magazine plumping 
demographics, you have to make do with what you 
have. Kooky death practices have always been with 
us, such as a funeral parlor decked out like a boxing 
ring, or another with a deceased fisherman's friends 
telling tales about the one that got away. John 
Cameron of the national Funeral Directors Associa
tion says, 'The most successful clergy are the ones 
who bend to the personal wishes of the family." So it 
is news that pandering pays? "I expect more rock 'n' 
roll funerals in the future," says Cameron. Expect 
and ye shall receive. Here is a new kink, however: 
mixing the cremated remains with paint to create a 
portrait of the loved one. This is described as being 
"both constructive and tasteful." It may not look like 
grandma, but it is. 

J6ou Shalf llof 
Oln Saskatchewan, Canada, the Human Rights 

Commission has fined Hugh Owens for placing an 
ad and the Saskatoon StarPhoenix for carrying it. It 
was a small ad showing two stick men holding hands, 
a circle around them and a slash through the circle, 
and then listing, . but not quoting, four Bible pas
sages: Romans 1:26-27, Leviticus 18:22, Leviticus 
20:13, and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. Three homosexu
als lodged a complaint that the ad incited to hatred. 
The Ottawa Citizen reports, "The slashed figures 
alone are not enough to communicate hatred, said 
the ruling, but the addition of the biblical references 
[is] more dangerous." Said commission lawyer Vale
rie Watson, "It is obvious that certain of the biblical 
quotations suggest more dire consequences and there. 
can be no question that the advertisement can objec
tively be seen as exposing homosexuals to hatred or 



ridicule." Dire consequences, indeed. The commis
sion obviously has to go after the publishers of the 
Bible, and perhaps they will do that when the 
Jebusites, Amorites, and Hittites, and others 
unflatteringly portrayed, get their legal teams to
gether. Nor will it be sufficient to allow the printing 
only of the New Testament, what with all those in
sensitive references to whoremongers, idolaters, and 
the "present generation of vipers." No doubt the last 
reference can objectively be seen as exposing even 
the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission to ha
tred or ridicule. Preferably ridicule. 

More ol the Same 

t9>The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches (MCC) is moving into the 
mainline. MCC is a gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans
sexual denomination of about forty-four thousand 
members and, although it has been denied member
ship in the National Council of Churches so far, 
classes on MCC doctrine and polity are taught at a 
number of mainline/oldline seminaries, MCC repre
sentatives sit on committees of the National and 
World councils of churches, and the denomination is 
a full-fledged member of several state councils of 
churches. This article in the Christian Century notes 
that the MCC is becoming more "diverse," with les
bians almost equaling the number of male homo-

-Second CEdltion

Creation Compromises 
by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This new edition from Dr. Thompson is an in-depth, 
well-referenced, yet practical discussion of the at
tempts to force an agreement between Scripture and 
evolutionary geology. It contains 14 chapters, plus an 
extensive index and two important appendices. 

Topics include: 
•The Genesis account of creation 
• Biblical chronologies and genealogies 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 
•Theistic evolution 
• The Bible and the age of the Earth 

$12.00 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling each 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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sexuals and with congregations "adhering" to a mix 
of evangelical, liturgical, New Thought, and Unitar
ian teachings. Adhering does not seem quite the right 
word. Starting out with a commonality that is pre
sumably not a choice, everything else is. 

DaDa 

@Father's Day, to say the obvious, is intended to 
affirm fathers and fatherhood. If you were running a 
major newspaper, you might this year have focused 
on the cumulative studies conclusively demonstrat
ing that the two-parent family is the single most im
portant variable affecting a child's well-being on a 
host of scores. But of course you don't run the Wash
ington Post which this Father's Day featured on its 
front page a wedding at which the bride had two fa
thers giving her away, one the biological father, one 
the stepfather, or whatever. And you certainly don't 
run the New York Times, which ran a long story un
der the title "Single Dads Wage Revolution One Bed
time Story at a Time." The report and photos of 
straight and gay daddies aimed at cutely making the 
point that, as Gloria Steinem said in another connec
tion, children need mothers like a fish needs a bi
cycle. In other words, Father's Day was the occasion 
for firing another salvo in the culture war that the 

Adrift 
by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3. 00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Times denies it is waging. A journalist might excuse 
the story by saying that it is the unusual that makes 
for newsworthiness, but at this point in our history 
single-parent families are hardly unusual. Moreover, 
as Professor David Popenoe, one of our leading ex
perts on the family, points out in a letter to the 
Times, the phenomenon so breathlessly celebrated 
by the Times is hardly new. ''A much higher percent
age of single-parented children lived with their fa
thers in 1900 (27 percent) than do so today (close to 
17 percent)." Popenoe adds that, unlike most single 
mothers who don't have a man to help with the 
housework and the kids, "single" fathers typically 
have a woman in the· house. Popenoe concludes, 
"Some revolution." To be sure, in 1,900 many more 
fathers cared for their children because they were 
widowed, which was understood to be a great sad
ness. The new thing is the cultural revolution pro
moted by major institutions, such as the Times, 
which plump for depriving children of the inesti
mable gift of living in a home with both parents. 

ladsm? 
$If a racist who really despised blacks wanted to 

reduce their numbers, what might he do? I'm not 
suggesting that the abortion industry is driven by rac
ism, although the founders of the industry, such as 
Margaret Sanger of Planned Parenthood, made no 
secret of their desire to eliminate the black, poor, 
and unfit. There are current data of more than pass
ing interest. The U.S. census has now revealed that 
Hispanics have displaced Mrican Americans as the 
nation's largest minority. That would not be the case 
were it not for abortion. Black women are 13.5 per-

A treatise on correctly interpreting the Bible 

When Is an Example Binding? 
by Thomas Warren Ph.D 

A detailed study of the question as to when 
an account of action in the Bible can be used 
correctly to show that some action is binding 
on men living today. paperback 168 pgs. 

$8.00 
$3.00 slh 

Texas residents include 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
1-800-572-3619 
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cent of the female population but have 34 percent of 
all abortions, their abortion rate (31 per 1,000 
women) being 2.6 times the rate for white women 
(12 per 1,000). The best estimate is that 546,000 
black children are killed each year, or about 15 mil
lion since Roe v. Wade in 1973. There are related 
tragedies. For instance, the demonstrated link be
tween abortion and breast cancer makes it 
unsurprising that, from 1975 to 1990, death from 
breast cancer increased 12 percent among young 
black women while, over the same period, it de
clined by 9 percent among white women. One would 
think that black leaders would be concerned. Fifteen 
million black Americans would likely mean fifteen to 
twenty more seats in the House of Representatives. 
Yet almost every Mrican-American representative in 
Congress is pro-abortion. Nor have black spokesmen 
such as Jesse Jackson and AI Sharpton been heard to 
say a word ·about public policy studies unabashedly 
tying the abortion of black children to the reduction 
in crime. Has there ever been a people whose puta
tive leaders actively promoted a policy that had the 
certain effect, if not the intention, of massively re
ducing their numbers and influence? No parallels 
come readily to mind (First Things, Oct. 2001). Fp 
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FLORIDA ScHooL OF PREACHING 
1807 South Florida A venue, Lakeland, FL 33803 

(800) 320-9780 

''Do You Understand Worship?'' 
27th Annual Bible Lectureship - January 2 1-24, 2002 

Monday, January 21 
9:00 Defining Worship 
9:40 Giving: The History of Stewardship 
10:20 BREAK 

Samuel T. Jones 
V. P. Black 

Wednesday, Janua ry 23 
9:00 Bible Classes and Public Worship 
9:40 Singing Religious Songs for Entertainment 
10:20 BREAK 

Paul Ditoro 

Steve Ellis 

John B. Tracy 10:50The Difficulties of Worship 
==::7'111• II :30 LUNCH 

Tom Holland 10:50 What is the Purpose of the Lord's Day 

'"" Eill•~ 
Brooks Boyd IAJ 

Assemblies? Jackie M. Stearsman 
Terry W. Frizzell 

Areas of Potential Misunderstanding • Part I 
I :30 Do We Understand Singing? Bob McAnally 
2:00 Do We Understand Prayer? Arthur Pigman 
2:30 Do We Understand Preaching as Worship? Samuel T. Jones 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: Areas of Potential Misunderstanding I 

11 :30 LUNCH 
Areas of Potential Misunderstanding • Par t III 

I :30 Cheering Sessions and Special Groups Freddie Clayton 
2:00 Easter and Christmas Services Michael Hatcher 
2:30 Worshiping with TI1ose in Error 
3:00 BREAK 

Terry Frizzell 

Jackie M. Stearsman 4=30 DINNER 3:30 Forum: Areas of Potential Misunderstanding III 
4:30 DINNER 

Barry Gilreath, Jr. 
6:30 Singing 
7:00 Defining Psalms, Hymns, and Spiri tual Songs 
7:45 It Is a Sin to Worship with Mechanical 

Mickey Walker 6:30 Singing 
7:00 Sounding Brass and Clanging Cymbals: A Review Ryan Roark 

Instruments of Music? James Meadows 7:45 Who is to Lead Public Worship? Roy Dicks 

Thesday, January 22 
9:00 What Does it Mean to Worship in Spirit 

._---=~--'---' and in Truth? Glenn Burgess 

Thursday, J anuary 24 
9:00 Why is Worship a Custom 

in Most Cultures? Brian Kenyon Michael Hatcher 

Ryan Roark 

Billy Nicks 

9:40 Giving: God's Formula for His Blessings V. P. Black 
10:20 BREA K 
10:50 Signi ficant Greek Terms Relating 

to Worship 
11:30 LUNCH 

Jimmy Clark 

Areas of Potential Misunderstanding · Part II 
1:30 How Important is Intent in Worship? Wil liam Howard 
2:00 Do We Understand the Lord's Supper? John Tracy 
2:30 Is All Service Worship? Barry Gilreath. Jr 
3:00 BREAK 
3:30 Forum: Areas of Potential Misunderstanding II 
4:30 DINNER 
6:30 Singing 
7:00 Jeroboam: A Lesson in Israel's Origin 

of Sinful Worship Robert Lindsey 
7:45 Implications of Divided Evening Worship Jimmy Clark 

James Meadows Renard McFarland Roben McAnally 

9:40 Why Will Compromise in Worship 
Not Convert People? Timothy Kidwell 

10:20 BREAK 
10:50Teaching Worship in Mission Work Billy Nicks 
11 :30 LUNCH 

Areas of Potential Misunderstanding • Part IV 
I :30 Does God Care How We Dress 

2:00 ~r~~~~:i: ~:ss~~;a;ions at Worship Se~~~e~rd ~~:~~::~ Tom Holland 
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3:00 BREAK 
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4:30 DINNER :I!- , 
6:30 Singing ~ 
7:00 Does God Care How We Worship? Daniel Stearsman 
7:45 How May We Improve Our Worship? Tom Holland 

William Howard 
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Broadcast Live 
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"Do You Understand Worship?" ........................................................... $16-00 

Do You Undersrand Leadership? ('0 I) .......................... .. .... ...... ...... .... ...... ..... $ 16 00 

Do You Understand Preaching? ( '00) ........ .... .... .. ........................................ ... $ 16 00 

What Does It Mean To Be A Christian Like Paul? ('99) ........................ ......... $ 15 00 

Meeting The Challenging Tests Of Life ('98) .................................................. $ 14 00 

IJThe Foundations Be Destroyed, What Can The Righteous Do? ('97) ......... $ 14 00 

Good News That Troubles The World ('95) ...... .. .......... ........ .. ...................... ... $ 14·00 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why do you say you have to be bap 
tized to be saved when the Bible says faith is all 

that is necessary. 

Response: The Bible never says, "Faith is all that 
is necessary." The Bible does, of course, empha

size that salvation is by faith. 
"Without faith it is impossible to please him 

[God]" (Heb. 11:6). 
"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Rom. 5:1}. 

"For you are all children of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). 

"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be 
saved, you and your household" (Acts 16:31). 

Salvation, it is specifically said, is by faith apart 
from works. 

"For by grace are you saved through faith; not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, lest 
anyone should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). 

"Now to him who works, his reward is not reck
oned as grace, but as debt; but to him who does not 
work, but believes on him who justifies the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness" (Rom. 4:4-5). 

In each such instance, emphasis is on works that 
enable people to boast that they have saved them
selves without an appeal to the love and goodness of 
the Creator (Rom 3:27). This would include (a) liv
ing a live of sinless perfection, which is not possible 
(Rom 3:23; Eccl 7:20), or (b) an attempt to save one
self by personal austerity apart from the mercy of 
God, which is also not possible. 
Baptism is not a work like that, but it, like belief, is a 
work Oohn 6:29). God does "recompense" [pay
ment or wages due] righteousness (Matt 6:6; Col 
3:24; Heb 10:35). 

We are baptized "into his death." The efficacy of 
baptism is the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ (Rom. 6:3-5). 

Baptism saves us "by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ" (1 Pet. 3 :21). 

"Not by works of righteousness which we have 
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done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration and the renewal of the Holy 
Spirit" (Tit. 3 :5}. Here Paul specifically differentiates 
between "works of righteousness which we have 
done" and "the washing of regeneration" (baptism). 

Faith that saves, or receives any blessing, is a 
faith that obeys. Naaman was cleansed of his leprosy 
by faith , as a gift of God, after he obeyed God and 
dipped in the river Jordan seven times (2 Kings 5). 
Had he not obeyed there would have been no heal
mg. 

The children of Israel were given the city of Jeri
cho as a gift by faith, after they had obeyed God in 
marching around the city for seven days Ooshua 6; 
Heb. 11:30). 

The principle that it is obedient faith, which re
ceives blessings, is carried out in the matter of salva
tion. 

Notice Galatians 3:26-27: "For you are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus; for as many 
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ." 

Being baptized into Christ is how we become 
children of God by faith. 

When the Philippian jailor asked what he must 
do to be saved, Paul told him, 

"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be 
saved, you and your household" 

(Acts 16:31). But at the time Paul told him this 
' he had no idea what to believe about Christ, or how 

to believe. So Paul "spoke to them the word of the 
Lord." Then, the jailor repented and, "the same hour 
of the night," though it was past midnight, the jailor 
and his household were baptized. Only after that 
obedience does the Bible say, "They rejoiced, having 
believed in God." (See Acts 16:30-34.) 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 
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-Alaska-

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 ••••• 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • •••• 

Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 385$7, (615) 788-

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact Doug Tachert, min. 

6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

276-2946 Memphis- Forest Hill Church of Christ, 3950 

Orlando- Church of Christ of South Orlando, Forest Hill-Irene Rd., 38125-2560. Sun. 9:30, 
7185 p h' A 

32822 
S 10:30 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (901) 751-

ers mg ve., · un. 9, 10 a.m., 6 2444 or Barry Grider, minister, (901) 854-6983. 
p.m., Thurs. 7:30p.m., (407) 856-7323. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 

-Texas-

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99S18. (907)344- 6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. n094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 3931. ContactWm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Wasilla _ Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-301l or (907) Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

373-5583 - Mississippi -

Hurst - Northeast Church of Christ, 1313 Karla 
St., 76053. (817) 282-3239, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 Eddi~ ~!t!tten, preacher 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 773n. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

-Alabama- Clinton - Church of Christ, 155 Broadway Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
39056. Sun. 10, 11:15 a.m., 6:00 p.m., Wed. 7 Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m. Robert Shelton, minister. (601) 924-5300 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 

M
• • Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 

- ISSOUrl - (903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 

available ••••• 
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy Farmington_ Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7. p.m. 
778-8955 

- North Carolina -

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. n471 (281) 341-7n6. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

- California - Rocky Mount - Church of Christ, 1040 Hill St. San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. (919) on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 977-7556, jack Tittle, minister. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. preacher. (210) 496-1346 

-Ohio-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. -Virginia-
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
Miller, preacher. AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 

Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. Hill Rd., 23669, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., 

-Colorado- -Oklahoma-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
4050 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. 787-5814. Larry 

Thomas, preacher. 

-Florida- - South Carolina -
Gainesville- 39th. Ave Church of Christ, 1811 
N.W. 39th Ave. 6 mi. east of 1-75, use Highway Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., 

Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-222 exit. Sun. 9 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
(904) 376-4343 or 373-7277. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421 .. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. Sheridan- Northside Church of Christ, 58 West 
SouthSR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 9, 10:15 tLm., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles Sth St., 82801 Sheridan. Sun. 10:30, 11:30 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Cochran, preacher. a.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
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The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wi!SOII 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(cnl11~d edition} 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Taxes residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Special gift edition 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by l ottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life or Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 8.25% t•• 
Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $ 10 for 1·2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 

it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 
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The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
b~· Burl on CoiTmun 
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follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
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referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$3.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Preachers Needed 
Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The Juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the Juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Minister wanted for Church of Christ in rural NE 
Texas. Offering partial support. Small congregation 
ideal for retired minister wanting to supplement 
his retirement. Call Gene Garner (903) 572-1216. 

Minister wanted for congregation of about 200 
with elders and deacons in beautiful, crime-free 
lake country town or 5600. Last minister here 18 
years. Must be doctrinally sound, able to relate to 
all age groups, willing to be part of the community. 
Nice house and liberal salary. Please respond to 
Church of Christ, 1314 West Pine St., Heber 
Springs, AR 72543. Bill Birth (SOl) 362-2030, or 
Bruce LeMieux 362-5551 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Back In print/ 
Vo/ume2 

Questions 
and Answers 
Open Forum Volume 2 

by Guy~. Woods 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Orcl~r tr.om Firm Foundation 

Culturally diverse congregation of 60 seeks sound 
evangelistic gospel preacher, available Oct. 1 a •. May 
need partial support. Salary includes 3 BR house. 
Send r~sum~ and audio or video tape to: Hopkins 
Rd. Church of Christ, 8325 Hopkins Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23237. Call (804) 379-1392 or fax 
(804) 378-9610. BobASI@aol.com 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
SO mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking ·gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes from Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send r~sum~ and tape to the: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: Jchessmatt@msn.com 

Minister needed: City Blvd Church of Christ in 
Waycross, GA desires the service of a sound gospel 
preacher who lives a good life - Beginning Oct. 
1, 2001. If you are interested in this work, please 
send your r~sum~ to the City Blvd. Church of 
Christ, 618 City Blvd., Waycross, GA 31501. 
ATTN: Forrest Jerkins or Allen Means. Question 
may be direC!ed to Forrest Jerkins at (912) 283-
3753 or Allen Means at (912) 283-7099. 

The Westside Church of Christ is accepting resumes 
from individuals who are devoted to the Ministry 
of our Youth. Proficiency must be exhibited in: 
ministering to both Junior High and High School 
groups; communication skills including preaching, 
teaching, interpersonal, and written; providing long 
range spiritual and social growth plans for both 
groups; strong knowledge of the scriptures; 
Bachelor's degree and S years experience required. 
Please forward r~sum~, with references, and a 
sample one year plan outlining social and spiritual 
development activities to: The Westside Church of 
Christ c/o Jay Burcham 3300 R.M. 1431 Round 
Rock, TX 78681 

Mature, experienced family man sought for 
preaching at Watertown, N.Y. Must be sound in 
the faith, active in evangelism. Please send r~sum~ 
and sermon tape to 1426 Washington St. 
Watertown,N.Y. 13601 

Minister wanted: Congregation of about 200 near 
Dayton, Ohio, seeks a full-time, experienced, Bible
oriented preacher. Salary based on education and 
experience. Send r~sum~, references, picture, audio 
or video sermon to Elders, Church of Christ, 922 
S Central Ave, Fairborn, OH 45324. For info: 
93 7-878-1117 or ray-patsypugh@juno.com 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. Johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; Jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

"Why I Changed Churches" by Paul D. Murphy, 
available at KeMa Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, 
MS 38827-0070. Single copy-SO¢, Qty. Disc. 

Stewardship Series by V. P. Black availabe at KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070. 
Five of the series now in print. 

Timeless Sermons for Now and Eternity. 52 full
length outlines. Vol. 1 by Paul D. Murphy now 
available. $5.00 plus $1.35 postage. KeMa 
Publishers, P.O. Box 70, Belmont, MS 38827-0070 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-i641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in October, 1957. The plan of the 
lectures and of the book is to present what 
might be called a handbook of questions 
relating to orphan homes and church 
cooperation. Also discussed are the 
extremes of the "liberal" and "anti" 
movements in the church.BKAB06 

204 pages • paperback 
7.00 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Speaking in Tongues.? 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

Can people today really speak in tongues mi
raculously? 

Is there a difference between the tongue-speak
ing of Acts 2 and 1 Corinthians 14? 

What was the purpose of speaking in tongues in 
the first century? 

Could the first-century gift of tongues be con-
trolled? 

Is speaking in tongues the evidence of salvation? 
Can all Christians speak in tongues? 
Is tongue-speaking a merit badge for those ·who 

have reached a high level of spirituality? 
How do you answer this modern-day phenom

enon of people claiming to speak in tongues? 

What About the Tongue-speaking of Acts 2? 
In Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost, we have an ex
ample of tongue-speaking. Joel's prophesy of God 
pouring out his Spirit was being fulfilled. Peter says, 
"But this is that which hath been spoken through the 
prophet Joel" (Acts 2: 16). 

The Holy Spirit came upon the apostles. The an
tecedent of the word they in Acts 2:1 is the 
"apostles" of Acts 1:26. The text says, "And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them ut
terance" (Acts 2:4). This is .not the miracle of hearing 
but the miracle of speaking. 

Notice in the text that the words tongues and lan
guage are used interchangeably, Acts 2:4 "tongues" 

Acts 2:6 "language" Acts 2:8 "language" Acts 2:11 
"tongues" 

We use the word tongue to mean language. For 
example, if someone said, "English is my mother 
tongue," we would understand that the word tongue 
meant language. 

In Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost there were 
Jews from all over the world at Jerusalem. The 
apostles were speaking the native languages of these 
foreign Jews. Acts 2:8 makes that clear when these 
foreign Jews said, "And how hear we, every man in 
our own language wherein we were born?" 

The tongue-speaking in Acts 2 was speaking in 
known, contemporary languages. The tongue-speak
ing of Acts 2 was not ecstatic utterances or heavenly 
language only ange ls can understand. 

What About the Tongue-speaking · 
of 1 Corinthians 12-14? 

Most people will agree that the tongue-speaking in 
Acts 2 was speaking in known contemporary lan
guages. But, when you get to 1 Corinthians 14, they 
say the tongue-speaking there is completely different 
from Acts 2. 

Read 1 Corinthians 14:2,4,13,14,19,27, in the 
KJV, and you will see the word unknown in italics, 
meaning that the word is not in the Greek New Tes
tament. The New English Bible compounds the 
problem by using the expression "ecstatic utter
ances." People read the KJV and see this word 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

A Review 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Crux can mean the "Southern Cross," 
which is a constellation in the Southern 
hemisphere. 

Or, it can mean, a crucial, or essential point 
in something - an extremely difficult or puz
zling problem. 

We reckon that when ACU professors wrote 
a book called The Crux of the Matter, they were 
talking about nitty-gritty, and not about four 
stars in a constellation (though they do say that 
crux means cross - how odd) . 

Anyway, all foolishness aside, we aim to take a brief look at the 
new book. It purports to be a handbook on the Churches of 
Christ. 

The purple-jacketed The Crux of the Matter, written by Jeff W. 
Childers, Douglas A. Foster, and Jack R. Reese demands our atten
tion because it is an official declaration of Abilene Christian Uni
versity and is published by ACU Press. 

The preface to the series (this is to be a trilogy), written by 
Royce Money, president of ACU, tells us that the work "will 
stimulate discussion and make a meaningful contribution to the 
fellowship of the Churches of Christ and beyond." 

The "Introduction" tells us that the authors of the first volume 
approached "critical issues with candor and care .... We are aware 
that not everyone will agree, either with our assessment of the 
problem or the solutions we suggest. And we are open to those re
sponses. Churches of Christ need more, not less, of these kinds of 
conversation- up front, out on the table." 

We welcome a sincere willingness to make a close examination 
of points of Bible interest, and would be happy to open the pages 
of the Firm Foundation for a candid discussion of the points raised 
in The Crux of the Matter. We are thankful that the brethren who 
are responsible for this new book are open to "responses - up 
front, and out on the table." 

Okay - here is the crux of the matter - the overriding ques
tion is whether the Bible is a sole and absolute authority. 

We call on President Money and the three authors of this vol
ume to tell us plainly if the Bible is inerrant. Please answer yes or 
no . 

If the Bible did not come from man, but is revealed from eter
nity, then the original manuscripts are error free, seeing that God 
is perfect. 



Furthermore, if the Bible is "God breathed" then it is inspired 
in its words. 

The crux of the matter is: Are the original manuscripts of the 
Bible verbally inspired? Watch for the answer. The book under re
view fails to address this vital point. 

It will not do to say the Bible is fully inspired, nor that its in
spiration is plenary, nor that it is sacred. The question is: Are the 
original manuscripts of the Bible, sometimes called "the auto
graphs," the very words of very God, and therefore free from all 
error? 

We strive not to be provincial, but must insist that the question 
be answered. You may think we belabor the point, but it is impor
tant for us to get this right in the beginning of our exchange and 
review. 

The original manuscripts of the Bible are the very words of 
God, or they are not. 

If the sacred scriptures are the wisdom of the Almighty ex
pressed in the fallible words of mortals, then they may be full of 
error - and no one can tell what is of God and what is of man. 

If God selected the words from the vocabulary and literary 
style of the human agent through whom the message was deliv
ered, then there are no mistakes in the original drafts. 

Paul pronounced a judgment of condemnation on all who per
vert (corrupt) the gospel. The apostle declares in the strongest pos
sible terms that the gospel he preached was the one and only way 
of salvation, and that to preach another was to make the death of 
Christ a sham (Gal. 1:6-9; 2:21). 

Paul explains that the gospel he preached "is not after man. 
For neither did I receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it 
came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1:11-12). 

Jesus promised that apostles and prophets would be taught the 
truth by having it spoken to them ijohn 16:13). Paul affirms that 
this is precisely what happened (1 Cor. 2:10-13). The revelation is 
therefore perfect and capable of making the man of God complete 
(2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The truth makes free from the bondage of sin ijohn 8:32), is 
the exclusive avenue to God ijohn 14:6), sanctifies ijohn 17:17), 
and purifies (1 Pet. 1:22). It is therefore priceless (Matt. 13:44-46; 
10:21). 

God in his very nature would not leave so vital and valuable a 
commodity to chance. He made sure that we got it right by trans
mitting the message in words spoken by the Holy Spirit ijohn 
16:13; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). This makes the revelation the word of God 
-not the word of man. 

This underlines the importance of affirming a revealed and 
therefore infallible message from God and emphasizes why its au
thor will tolerate no departure from the message. To pervert (turn 
from) the good news of salvation is to be anathema. 

But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall 
away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines 
of demons, through the hypocrisy of men that speak lies, 
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branded in their own conscience as with a hot 
iron (1 Tim. 4:1-2). 

But know this, that in the last days grievous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, boastful, haughty, railers, dis
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, with
out natural affection, implacable, slanderers, 
without self-control, fierce, no lovers of good, 
traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of plea
sure rather than lovers of God; holding a form 
of godliness, but having denied the power there
fore. From these also turn away (2 Tim. 3: 1-5). 

And even as ]annes and jambres withstood 
Moses, so do these also withstand the truth. 
Men corrupted in mind, reprobate concerning 
the faith (2 Tim. 3:8). 

But evil men and impostors shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But 
abide thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them. And that from a babe 
thou hast known the sacred writings which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. Every scripture in
spired of God is also profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is 
in righteousness. That the man of God may be 
complete, furnished completely unto every good 
work. I charge thee in the sight of God, and of 
Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBK03 

342 pages • paperback 

$10.00 
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Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

December 2001 
Firm Foundation 

preach the word; be urgent in season, out of sea
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will 
come when they will not endure the sound doc
trine; but, having itching ears, will heap to 
themselves teachers after their own lusts; and 
will turn away their ears from the truth, and 
turn aside unto fables. But be thou sober in all 
things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evan
gelist, fulfill thy ministry (2 Tim. 3: 13-4:5). 

The problem seems to be that the Bible is exclu
sive and does not cater to either relativism or inclu
siveness. There is one body, faith, baptism, and hope, 
because there is one Father, Son, and Spirit (Eph. 
4: 1-6). The truth is limited, restricted, special, privi
leged, and even clannish. It is unfriendly to all its ri
vals. It is strait and straight (Matt. 7:14). 

But this narrow way does not suit the 
broadminded and consequently the gospel must be 
modified to allow diversity - and that, my dear 
friends, is apostasy, which is accursed of God (See 
again Gal. 1:6-9). 

More to follow in coming editions of this paper. 
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Speaking in Tongues? 
(continued from page 1) 

unknown and the majority of people think "un
known tongue" means a language that no one 
knows, no one understands. They think it means "a 
heavenly language that only angels can understand." 
Therefore, many separate the tongue-speaking of 
Acts 2 and 1 Corinthians 14. But, should we separate 
them? Are there two different kinds of tongue-speak
ing? Let us study this important question. 

First, let us examine the word unknown. Without 
question it is in italics in the KJV - meaning that it 
is not in the Greek New Testament. The word should 
not be there. Supposedly, the translators to help 
bring out the meaning of the text put a word in ital
ics. Here the KJV translators hindered instead of 
helped. All the standard translations after the KJV in 
1611 that I know about do not put the word un
known in the text. 

They omit it - and rightfully so. The big ques
tion is, if you leave it in the text - but you should 
not since it is not in the Greek - what does "un
known tongue" mean? 

There are two main possibilities: (1) Does it 
mean a language unknown to any human being, a 
language known only by angels? (2) Or does it mean 
a language unknown to those who did not know the 
language or unknown to those who did not have the 
gift of interpretation? I am convinced it is the latter. 
Why? Because 1 Corinthians 14:22 is right in the 
middle of the context of chapter 14. This verse is the 
key and determining verse in trying to answer what 
kind of tongue-speaking is going on in 1 Corinthians 
14. When one understands the tongue-speaking of 1 
Corinthians 14:22, then one will realize that the sec
ond view is correct. 

1 Corinthians 14:22, "Wherefore tongues are for 
a sign, not to them that believe, but to the unbeliev
ing: but, prophesying is for a sign, not to the unbe
lieving, but to them that believe." 

The purpose of tongue-speaking in 1 Corinthians 
14:22 was a "sign" to the unbeliever- not to the 
believer. It was to change the unbeliever to a believer. 
The word sign is another name for miracle ( cf. Mark 
16:17-20; John 20:30-31). The word sign pointed to 
the inner, deep meaning behind the miracle. The 
"signs" were to confirm and establish the preached 
word. The tongue-speaking of verse 22 here in the 
assembly of Christians was not primarily for believers 

- it was for unbelievers. 
Now here is the crux of the problem. Let us sup

pose that an unbeliever came into an assembly and 
someone spoke in a tongue. Then let us suppose that 
someone interpreted the tongue. If the unbeliever did 
not understand the language that the tongue was in, 
would that be a "sign" to the unbeliever? Absolutely 
not! Anyone can rattle off a bunch of syllables and 
anyone can say it means such and such. That would 
not prove one thing to the unbeliever. The unbeliever 
would just think that they "are mad". (1 Cor. 14:23). 
That would not be a "sign." I am going to camp on this 
point. Remember, tongue-speaking was a "sign" to 
confirm the preached word of God (Mark 16: 17 -20). 
But now, let us suppose that the tongue-speaker spoke 
in the known, contemporary language of the unbe
liever never having studying it before. What would 
happen? The text says, "So he will fall down on his 
face and worship God, declaring that God is among 
you indeed" (1 Cor. 14:25). Why? Because the 
tongue-speaker spoke miraculously in the language of 
the unbeliever and made manifest the secrets of his 
heart. That would be a sign. 

Someone might argue that the tongue might not 
be in a contemporary language and that the inter
preter could reveal the secrets of the unbeliever's 
heart from "a heavenly language only angels can un
derstand." But, it is of extreme importance to notice 
carefully from 1 Corinthians 14:22 that it is the 
tongue-speaking that is a "sign"- not the gift of in
terpreting tongues. The unbeliever knew a miracle 
was taking place when the tongue-speaker spoke. It 
was a "sign" to him. 

In Acts 2, they did not need an interpreter. The 
tongue-speaking of Mark 16: 17-20 was to confirm 
and establish the truthfulness of the preached word. 
In 1 Corinthians 14, obviously to be a sign to an un
believer, the tongue-speaking would have to be in a 
known contemporary language never before studied 
to change the unbeliever to become a believer. 
Therefore, we must realize that the tongue-speaking 
of Mark 16 and Acts 2 and 1 Corinthians 14 are the 
same kind of tongue-speaking. 
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What About 1 Corinthians 14:2? 
Many sincere people who believe that tongue-speak
ing is still operational today think that 1 Corinthians 
14:2 proves their case. But, does it? 

1 Corinthians 14:2, "For he that speaketh in a 
tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God; for no 
man understandeth; but in the spirit he speaketh 
mysteries." 

At first reading of this verse, it appears that the 
tongue-speaking of 1 Corinthians 14 is different 
from Acts 2. It appears that the tongue-speaking of 1 
Corinthians 14 is something no man can understand. 
Therefore, Charismatics say that the tongue-speak
ing in this chapter is "ecstatic utterances" or "a heav
enly language that only angels can understand." 
How do we answer this? 

(1) Remember the reasoning used on verse 22. 
The logic there is indisputable. 

(2) Secondly, 14:2 is a relative negation. When 
one comes across a relative negation in the Bible, he 
must interpret it as a relative negation. A relative ne
gation is also called a "not . . . but" passage. Anytime 
you have a relative negation or a "not ... but" pas
sage, be very careful in your interpretation. Do not 
take the not phrase as an absolute condition. In John 
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12:44, we have a relative negation. Jesus said, "He 
that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on 
him that sent me." Notice the words not and but. 
Jesus was not saying that if one believed on him, he 
did not really believe on Jesus but he believed on the 
Father who sent him. What Jesus meant was that if 
one believed on Jesus, he not only believed on Jesus, 
but he also believed on the Father who sent him. M
ter the word not in a relative negation, one can insert 
the words only or merely or just in order to arrive at 
the correct understanding of the verse. A failure to 
approach a relative negation this way will lead one to 
an erroneous conclusion. Another passage like this is 
John 6:27. Here Jesus said, "Work not for the food 
which perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto 
eternal life." If one takes the not phrase in John 6:27 
as an absolute condition, then he is committing sin if 
he works to make money to eat physical food. But, 
we are not to take the not phrase as an absolute con
dition because this is a relative negation. Notice the 
"not ... but" construction. Jesus meant we are not to 
work merely or only or just for the food which per
ishes, but we are to put an emphasis on our spiritual 
needs. There are many more relative negations in the 
Bible (cf. Matt. 6:19-20; 1 Cor. 1:17). Therefore, 
when one comes to 1 Corinthians 14:2, notice that it 
is a relative negation and should be understood that 
way. Paul says, "For he that speaketh in a tongue 
speaketh not unto men, but unto God." Paul means 
he that speaks in a tongue speaks not merely unto 
men or only unto men or just unto men, but most 
importantly he speaks to God. The point of the pas
sage in context is Paul trying to help the Corinthian 
Christians understand the true purpose of the gift of 
tongues. They held tongue-speaking to be the most 
important gift. They glorified in it. So, Paul writes to 
tell them in effect, "Listen brethren, God is involved, 
God hears you when you speak in tongues. You are 
not merely or just speaking to men, but first and 
foremost you are speaking to God and you should 
seek to do his will. The very reason you are speaking 
in tongues is to honor God not men. You should not 
be using this gift to show off." 

The Charismatics will say, "If that is true then 
what does the phrase 'for no man understandeth' 
mean?" This phrase and the one before it has 
caused many to say the tongue-speaking in 1 Corin
thians 14 is ecstatic utterances and not known con
temporary languages as found in Acts 2. However, we 
must interpret a verse first within the context, do not 
lift it out of the context. If one reads 1 Corinthians 



14:4,5, 12, 19,23,26,28,33-35, it is obvious that the 
tongue-speaking deals with the church assembly, 
when the church gathers together. 1 Corinthians 
14:22 is found in the middle of the chapter. If an un
believer comes to the assembly and people exercise 
the gift of tongues, if he does not understand- it will 
not convict him with belief. Also, no Christian in the 
local church would understand- unless there was an 
interpreter present (1 Cor. 14:5,13 , 16,27-28). The 
context of the chapter indicates- with an interpreter 
present, all could understand and without an inter
preter present no Christian could understand. 

Speaking a tongue no one understood and in the 
absence of an interpreter would not edify anyone. 
But, Paul says, "Let all things be done unto edifying" 
(1 Cor. 14:26). The whole context of 1 Corinthians 
14 deals with edification. When one speaks in tongues 
(languages those present did not understand), an in
terpreter must be present. If an interpreter is not 
present, Paul forbids tongue-speaking (See 1 Cor. 
14:28). 

What does the phrase "but in the spirit he spea
keth mysteries" mean? One who speaks in a tongue 
is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. While he is 
speaking, he is speaking a mystery. A mystery is 
something unknown until it is revealed. But, with an 
interpreter present, he can reveal and make known 
what is said. No Christian will understand a tongue
speaker unless the mystery is revealed. This is what 1 
Corinthians 14:2 means. 

Is Tongue-speaking Evidence of Salvation? 
Some claim that when one is saved, he is able to 
speak in tongues and that is evidence of salvation. 
Many Pentecostals say that every Christian should 
speak with tongues. Is this true? Absolutely not! 
Why? Because 1 Corinthians 12:30 asks the ques
tion, "Do all speak with tongues?" In this text Paul 
asks a series of rhetorical questions, and the only 
possible answer to the questions is an emphatic no. 
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Is Speaking in Tongues Proof of Spirituality? 
Some people think that speaking in a tongue is some 
kind of merit badge or award for spirituality. 
Tongue-speaking was not a sign of spiritual maturity 
in the first century. The Corinthian Christians could 
speak with tongues, but they were not spiritually ma
ture. According to 1 Corinthians 3:1-3, they were 
"carnal" and "babes in Christ" and "jealous" and 
sought "strife." So tongue-speaking is not evidence 
of great spiritual maturity. 

Does Paul Approve of Praying in a Tongue? 

Pentecostals quote 1 Corinthians 14:14 as Paul's ap
proval of praying in a tongue. The verse states, "For 
if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my un
derstanding is unfruitful." Paul is not approving this 
action; he is disapproving it. If you look at the next 
verse, Paul makes it clear he is not commending the 
practice of praying in a tongue. Verse 15 shows that 
speaking in tongues can be controlled. Verse 33 
states, "For God is not a God of confusion, but of 
peace." If tongue-speakers could not control their 
gift, confusion would abound. But God is not a God 
of confusion; therefore he has made it possible for 
those with the gift of tongues to control it. Anyone 
claiming today to have the gift of tongues and that he 
cannot control it, is not teaching the truth. 

Some people say that denying tongue-speaking as 
a valid gift from God today, limits the power of God. 
The question is not what God can or cannot do, but 
the real question is what is his will? It is the teaching 
of scripture and the will of God that there is no real, 
valid tongue-speaking going on today. 

I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I 
will sing with the understanding also." If there is no 
understanding, there is no edification. The point that 
Paul makes throughout the chapter is: "Let all things 
be done unto edifying" (1 Cor. 14:26). Praying in a 
tongue is not understandable - hence no edifica
tion. 

The conclusion to this study is obvious. Tongue
speaking ceased in the first century. No one is using 
the gift of tongues because it has ceased. All those 
who claim the gift have been deceived and deluded. 

Yes, many of these people are sincere. But, sin
cerity is not the mark of truth. These people need to 
give diligence to study the scriptures in-depth. 
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A Beautiful Place Called Heaven 
By T. Pierce Brown 

T here's a beautiful place called heaven. It is 
hidden above the bright blue!" 
No Bible teacher would make the statement 

that heaven is hidden "out yonder somewhere be
yond the stars." 

Is the thing described in Revelation 21 a place? 
Do not misunderstand me. I cannot conceive of 

heaven not existing in some place. 
Neither can I conceive of the church not existing 

in some place. But an adequate description of the 
church is not a description of the place in which it 
meets. 

One may say, "The church is the place where all 
the saved are," but that does not mean that the 
church is a geographical location. 

It is a spiritual relationship. 
Revelation 21 and 22 describes "the holy city, 

New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven, made 
ready as a bride adorned for her husband" (Rev. 
21:20). Verses 8 and 10 say that John is about to see 
a vision of the "bride, the wife of the Lamb, the holy 
city, New Jerusalem." 

Is the "bride" a place? Or is it a people in a 
place? 

Of all the opinions about so many other things in 
the book, surely there is no difference of opinion 
about that. 

The church, the bride of Christ, refers to people. 
The bride is the church. 

The church is spoken of as a city. A city is a place. 
But when we look at the whole picture, it should not 
be hard to see that when we speak of the church as a 
building, with us as "living stones" in it, and still not 
think of it as a place (1 Pet. 2:5). 

The holy city is the people of God - not a place. 
You may ask, "So what?" 
The answer is: We should be more concerned 

with the quality of the people who are thinking of 
"going to heaven" than we are with the quality of the 
place to which they think they are going. For exactly 
the same reason, we should be more concerned with 
the quality of the people who are "going to church" 
than we are with the quality of the building or place 
to which they are going. 
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Many put more emphasis on building a beautiful 
church building than there is in building a beautifuJ 
church. 

My judgment is, if we preach about the "descrip
tion" of heaven in Revelation more in terms of a 
representation of the people rather than as a descrip
tion of a place, we would not only be giving a better 
exegesis of the passage, we would help people be el
evated from material to spiritual things. 

Are you a jewel among God's people? Are you a 
lively stone in the spiritual house (2 Pet. 2:5) or a 
stumbling stone? Some are gold, silver, and precious 
stones (1 Cor. 3:12). The wood, hay, and stubble 
didn't make it. 

Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his: and, Let every one that nameth the name 
of the Lord depart from unrighteousness. Now 
in a great house there are not only vessels of 
gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; 
and some unto honor, and some unto dishonor. 
If a man therefore purge himself from these, he 
shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, meet for 
the master's use, prepared unto every good 
work (2 Tim. 2:19-21). 
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Jesus Is Lord 
By Jim Lundy 

God hath made that same Jesus whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ 
(Acts 2:36). 

Let's look at other scripture to see what this in
volves. The term Lord means master or ruler and in
dicates the one who has complete control over his 
subjects. The word was used commonly in Bible 
times to show the relationship between the master 
and the slave. The master's words were absolute; the 
slave had no appeal from them. When applied to the 
spiritual kingdom of God, it implies that Jesus as 
master has all authority over all those in the king
dom. Jesus asserted this truth, '~II authority is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth" (Matt. 28:18). This 
simply tells us that when Jesus speaks, we are bound 
by what he says. 

In Bible times and now many people call Jesus 
"Lord," but he is not their master. 

Note the following, "Not everyone who says to 
me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only he who does the will of my father in 
heaven" (Matt. 7:21). Jesus mentioned those who 
claimed to do many things in his name, yet he told 
them "I never ·knew you" (Matt. 7:23). 

More is involved in making Jesus Lord than just 
calling him, "Lord." We must do the things he com
mands us to do, and this requires a knowledge of his 
word (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

The commands of the new covenant involve both 
what it takes to become a Christian, and how to live 
as a Christian. Let's take a look at these things. 

In becoming a Christian, the commands of Jesus 
are simple. In the great commission, as recorded in 
Matthew 28:19-20, he says: 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world. 

This commission, as recorded in Mark 16:15-
16, says: 

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature~ He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned. 

When Jesus appeared to his disciples following 
the resurrection, he made the following statement: 

Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 
and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name among all nations, be
ginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:46, 47). 

When Peter preached the first gospel sermon on 
Pentecost, he preached the Lordship of Jesus. The 
people cried out, "What shall we do?" he answered: 
"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

A saint is to "observe all things whatsoever I 
Uesus] have commanded you" (Matt. 28:20). 

Many who claim Jesus as Lord reject some of the 
simple principles of assembly worship prescribed in 
the word of God. For example, one of the basic prin
ciples of New Testament worship was the observance 
of the Lord's supper on the first day of the week 
(Acts 20:7). Few, if any, of the humanly established 
churches practice this. 

It is also clear that music of the church in the be
ginning of the gospel was vocal. No instruments. Ev
ery passage in the New Testament that touches on 
the topic says sing. 

History bears out that the use of instrumental 
music was not practiced in pubic worship of God for 
many years after the establishment of the church. 

We show forth the praises of him who called us 
out of darkness into his marvelous light by honoring 
the crucified Jesus as both Lord and Christ (Acts 
2:36). 

The saved must do good unto all men, and keep 
themselves unspotted from the world a ames 1 :2 7; 
Gal. 5:19-21, 6:10). 

The formula, simply put, is this: obey Jesus and 
have your sins washed away in the water of baptism 
(Acts 22:16). As a newborn child of God Qohn 3:5), 
desire the sincere milk of the word that you may 
grow (1 Pet. 2:2). Engage in public worship of Go~ 
(Heb. 10:25), and in the individual service of sacn
fice (Rom. 12:1). 
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Strengthened Within 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Fr this cause I bow my knees unto the Fa
ther of our Lord jesus Christ, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and 

earth is named. That he would grant you, ac
cording to the riches of his glory, to be strength
ened with might by his Spirit in the inner man: 
That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; 
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may 
be able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And 
to know the love of Christ which passeth knowl
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness 
of God (Eph. 3:14-19). 

Someone said, "No importance can be attached 
to a religion that is not begun, carried on, and com
pleted by the Spirit of God." 

Bible believers never deny Christians are led, 
guided, and strengthened by the Spirit of God. But, 
misconceptions of how the Spirit indwells and works 
are productive of much error. 

All that can be learned about the mind of God 
and how he works to save man comes from the Bible. 
But what the Bible says seems not to matter to a lot 
of folks. Feelings and emotions are given primacy. 
This is backwards. 

The fact God spoke, and preserved what he said, 
should motivate diligent study of his word. 

I have not been hesitant to study what the Bible 
says about the Spirit, but I have been hesitant to 
write about it. 

There are two reasons. First, the actions of some 
partisans on both sides of the question are often 
mean-spirited and ugly. Snide remarks are disrespect
ful and inconsiderate of others. Sarcastic remarks on 
both sides produce hostility. They are not instructive. 
This conduct is opposed to everything Jesus taught 
(Matt. 7:12). 

As improper rhetoric escalates, everyone suffers, 
especially Christ who prayed for unity among his 
disciples Uohn 17:20-21). The spirit driving this 
conduct is in no sense a holy spirit. Second, arro
gance on both sides is not helpful. It is profane. It is 
repugnant. It harms the cause of Christ. 

A large dose of humility is essential in this discus
sion. No one can explain or quantify how his own 
spirit animates his flesh. Therefore, we should be 
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careful in making pronouncements about the Holy 
Spirit. 

We must be honest when taking issue with what 
others have written. It is dishonorable to distort and 
misrepresent what another teaches so you can talk 
tough at a lectureship. We must put the Lord's cause 
ahead of ego. 

Christians Need Strengthening 
Christians, all of them, everywhere, need strengthen
ing in their inner man. The Ephesians did (Eph. 
4:14-19). The Colossians required strengthening, 
too (Col. 1:9-11). We also need it. 

The Divine Presence Strengthens Us 
God the father abides in his people. We are his 
temple (2 Cor. 6:16). Paul wrote, "For it is God that 
worketh in you" (Phil. 2:13). John said, "God 
abideth in him and he in God" (1 John 4:7-16). The 
entire Thessalonian church is said to be "in God" (1 
Thess. 1: 1). Christians are in God, and God is in 
them. 

The divine Son abides in Christians. Paul said, "If 
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any man is in Christ, he is a new creature" {2 Cor. 
5:17). His writing contains 169 references to being 
"in Christ, in him, in the Lord, in the beloved." He 
claimed that Christ dwelt in him {Gal. 2:20). He 
wrote to the Ephesians, "that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith" {Eph. 3: 17). Obviously Chris
tians are in Christ, and Christ is in them. 

The Holy Spirit abides in God's people. Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians, "Your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have from 
God {1 Cor. 6:19). Paul also mentioned, in 2 Timo
thy 1:14, "The Holy Spirit which dwelleth in us." 

We should also note Christians are commanded 
"to have this mind in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus" {Phil. 2:5). The church is required to "let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly" (Col. 3:16). Each 
of these designations describes a single condition
salvation. No philosophical manipulation can find a 
difference in the meaning of these descriptions of 
salvation through Christ. 

The passages teach that when the words, 
tho.ughts, and Spirit of God control our lives, God 
dwells in us. When the gospel controls us, Christ 
dwells in us. When we receive the gospel by the hear
ing of faith, the Spirit dwells in us. Anyone claiming 
the Spirit dwells in us or strengthens us in another 
way must point to an explicit declaration of God's 
word explaining and defining that other way. 

That passage does not exist. 
Everything in conversion claimed to be effected 

by a direct indwelling of the Spirit, is also said to be 
accomplished by the Spirit acting through his word. 
We know this is true because the Bible says it. 

How the Spirit Strengthens Within 
The Spirit gives us faith, but this is accomplished 
through the medium of the word (Rom. 10:17). The 
Spirit enables Christians to experience a new birth 
through the word {1 Pet. 1 :23); "having been begot
ten again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorrupt
ible, through the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth." This is clear and direct. 

The Spirit gives spiritual light by means of the 
Word (Psa. 119:130). He provides wisdom through 
the medium of the word. "But abide thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and 
that from a babe thou hast known the sacred writings 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus" {2 Tim. 3: 14-
15). 

The psalmist wrote, "The testimony of Jehovah 
is sure, making wise the simple" (Psa. 19:7). 

The Spirit converts us with the word; "The law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul" {Psa. 
19:7a). 

With his word he opens our eyes to the truth 
(Psa. 19:8). 

God's Spirit gives his people spiritual under
standing through the word, "Through thy precepts I 
get understanding: therefore I hate every false way" 
{Psa. 119: 104). 

The Spirit enlivens us spiritually through the 
ministry of his word {Psa. 119:50). 

Through the word of God the Spirit saves us 
Oames 1:21); "Wherefore putting away all filthiness 
and overflowing of wickedness, receive with meek
ness the implanted word which is able to save your 
souls." 

Through the ministry of the word the Spirit sanc
tifies us Oohn 17:17). 

Through the medium of the word Christians are 
purified (1 Pet. 1 :22). 

Newly reprinted 
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The word is the medium employed by the Spirit 
to free us from sin (Rom. 6:17-18). 

The Holy Spirit imparts the divine nature to 
Christians through the agency of the word (2 Pet. 
1:4}; "Whereby he hath granted unto us his precious 
and exceeding great promises; that through these ye 
may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world by 
lust." 

He uses the word to fit us for glory (Acts 20:32); 
''And now I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 
give you the inheritance among all them that are 
sanctified." 

The medium of the word strengthens us within 
(Psa. 119:28), "Strengthen me according to thy 
word." 

These passages cover things the Spirit does for us 
in conversion and sanctification. The Spirit accom
plishes each through the ministry of his word. 

Are you willing to let the Bible say what it says? 
Are you willing to allow God to accomplish mighty 
deeds through the ministry of his word if that suits 
his purposes? 

A friend exclaims, "Noting the Spirit does these 
things through the word does not prove he does not 
work in some additional way in conversion and sanc
tification." 

I am not obligated to make the other side's case. 
I have shown what the Bible says about how the 

Spirit operates through the word. 
The passages are explicit. They are clear and 

concise. 
It is easy to make emotive assertions about the 

actions of the Spirit. It is another matter to sustain 
those assertions. It is up to the other side [those who 
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advocate the direct indwelling of the Holy Spirit in 
the body of the Christian] to show evidence for the 
Spirit acting in conversion and sanctification in some 
other way. 

The Bible does not teach it. 
They are left with unreliable feelings . 
It is not helpful to think you can receive the 

Spirit's strengthening within without taking the 
word of the Spirit into your heart. The Spirit gave 
the word, dwells in it, and imparts his spiritual bless
ings through it. Will you accept his testimony? 

Whenever we discuss spiritual matters, let us 
guard our hearts against partisanship. 

Let us never be provoked into lashing out in a 
devilish way toward Christian brothers. 

Let all of us determine our attitudes, words, and 
deeds will reflect the Christ we all claim to serve. Let 
us be sure the spirit directing us is a holy spirit. 
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Do We Care? 
By Lloyd Ellison 

T he US Marines advertise for a "few good 
men." The following is a nobler request. I am 
on a recruiting mission to activate thousands 

of church members who wring your hands and shake 
your heads wondering what the world coming to? 

What I have been successful in executing since 
April1999 is a plan to take the gospel to the world. 
No, we are not going to convert a large percentage 
of those we contact, not even those who request our 
course. We will convert a small number, but nothing 
should keep us from making our best effort. 

The words of Jesus should ringing in the ears of 
every saved person. 

And Jesus spake unto them saying: All power is 
given to me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world 
(Matt. 28: 18-20). 

Jesus died for you. What have you done for him? 
Please consider the following questions. 
1) Do we truly believe that we are God's chil

dren and that Jesus is our brother who died for 
"our" sins? 

2) If your answer is Yes, what "specific" evi
dences are we putting out to back up our positive re
sponse? Please make a list. 

3) What New Testament commands were writ
ten for the first century church "only"? Please make 
a list. 

4) Did our Lord intend for the command in 
Matthew 28:18-20 to be applicable to us? 

Every Christian (to the extent of his/her ability) 
has an obligation to go, take, or send the gospel. 

God's children are blessed like no other people. I 
obviously am attempting to get you to wake up to 
the challenge before us. We have wonderful methods 
of traveling and communicating in teaching the gos
pel. Are we good stewards of these resources? 

As a business man for many years (banker), every 
year our shareholders reviewed and judged our suc
cess or lack thereof, by the bottom line, which is the 
net figure after all expenses have been paid. In a few 

words, they were saying: we gave you assets to work 
with, how many dollars (dividend) are you returning 
to us. 

Can Christians be proud of our bottom line. There 
are many who have not heard the word the first time. 
We pray for God to bless us- and he does. But are we 
using the assets placed in our custody. 

The events surrounding Sept. 11, 2001 have 
been an eye opener. It has made us painfully aware 
how much hatred and evil exists in this world; how 
vulnerable our society is, and how many people on 
earth hate us. 

If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath 
hated me before (it hated) you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love its own: but be
cause ye are not of the world, but I chose you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Remember the word that I said unto you, A 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they perse
cuted me, they will also persecute you; if they 
kept my word, they will keep yours also (spoken 
initially to the apostles- John 15:18-20). 

If we are honest, a little soul searching will reveal 
that we are far too eager to excuse ourselves because 
of this or that - I am too old ... I am retired ... I am 
busy. 
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And they all with one consent began to make ex
cuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a 
field, and I must needs go out and see it; I pray 
thee have me excused. And another said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
them; I pray thee have me excused. And another 
said, I have married a wife, and therefore I can
not come. And the servant came, and told his 
lord these things. Then the master of rhe house 
being angry said to his servant, Go our quickly 
into the streets and lanes of rhe city, and bring in 
hither the poor and maimed and blind and lame. 
And rhe servant said, Lord, what rhou didst 
command is done, and yet there is room. And 
the lord said unto the servant, Go our into the 
highways and hedges, and constrain them to 
come in, rhat my house may be filled. For I say 
unto you, that none of those men that were bid
den shall taste of my supper (Luke 14:18-24). 

Some members of the Graeber Road Church of 
Christ in Rosenberg, Texas, thought of a very simple 
way to teach the lost through a Bible study by mail. It 
is called Free Home Bible Study. 

We started April 1999 and we have been ex
tremely successful in getting people to take advantage 
of this free Bible study by mail. Over the last few 
months you may have seen the ads the Firm Founda
tion has run for us in which we encouraged congrega
tions and individuals to write or email us for the de
tails of this very simple, but very effective method of 
spreading the gospel. To date we have heard from 35 
congregations and individuals from 16 states. We are 
so pleased to have had the opportunity to mail all of 
them packages detailing the program. 

My purpose in writing t his article is to (a) get 
you to realize the need to take the gospel throughout 
the whole world (starting at home) and (b) write or 
email us for the details in order that you may also 
start participating in this effective method to teach 
the word. 

Please say yes, I will join you in this effort. 
Free Home Bible Study 

P. 0. Box 17183 
Sugar Land, TX 77496 

//oyde//@fbns.net 
(Jhe Firm Foundation is pleased to print this ap

peal. Neither Lloyd Ellison, nor the Graeber Road 
church, nor any other person or entity profits from 
this program, but it is a labor of love prosecuted at 
the sole expense of those who are making the plea. 
Put simply it is a call to send laborers into the vine
yard and a program that makes it easy and effective 
to teach the saving gospel. Zeal for God's house 
should eat us up . . . but does it? Please see Psalms 
69:9J ~ 
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(Roy J. Hearn has gone to exchange his cross for a starry crown where the gates swing outward never. Dur
ing his long and fruitful life, brother Hearn accomplished much good - including the founding of the Memphis 
School of Preaching. His granddaughter, Annie Maddux, in her desire to prolong his memory, has sent to us 
several of his- unpublished manuscripts. We are happy to present another thorough lesson from the pen of this 
fearless and gallant soldier of Christ.) 

Giving - the Evidence of Love 
2 Corinthians 9:1-11 

By Roy J. Hearn (deceased) 

Many sermons have been preached about 
love, but in most cases they have dealt 
with the emotions, while the real basis for 

love is often a neglected subject. 

There can be no salvation without love for God. 
Love is reciprocal. We love God because he first 
loved us (1 John 4: 19). God showed love for man in 
making man in his own image (Gen. 1 :26). Man is 
above the beasts; he has an immortal part. God has 
filled the earth with wonderful material things for 
man's enjoyment: gold, silver, and precious stones, 
minerals of many kinds, plus the wonders and beauty 
of nature. The gift of Jesus outshines them all Uohn 
3:16). Man should respond by giving, which is an 
expression of love. 

A Principle Stated 
God made everything good. He needs nothing from 
man, "seeing He giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things" (Acts 17 :25). Man can do nothing to add to 
God's comfort. How then express love for God? 
There is only one way: "This is the love of God, that 
we keep His commandments" (1 John 5 :31). 
"Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep 
His commandments" (1 John 2:3). 

Observe that "to know" God is to keep his com
mands, and "to love" is the same, therefore, "to 
love" and "to know" may be used synonymously. To 
substitute the former for the latter in 1 John 2:4, we 
have this: "He that saith, I love Him, and keepeth 
not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him." 

Jesus said, "If you love me, keep my command
ments" Uohn 14:15,21,23-24). 

"If a man love me he will keep my words ... he 
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings." Regard
less how much one claims affection for the Lord, if 

he neglects to keep his word there is no Love of God 
in him. Obeying the law of God proves love. 

The gospel plan of salvation includes several acts 
of obedience, by which one is saved. None in the 
church of Christ would question that to be saved one 
must (1) believe in Christ Uohn 8:24: Acts 16:31); 
(2) repent of sins (Acts 3:19); (3) Confess faith in 
Christ as Lord (Matt. 10:32; Acts 8:37); (4) be bap
tized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38); upon 
which he is added to the place of the saved (Acts 
2:41, 47). 

Obedience expresses love for God. 

The Law Of Giving 
1. Giving must be done willingly (2 Cor. 8:12). 
There must be a readiness of mind. Christ loved us 
and willingly gave himself for us. To give willingly is 
to express our gratitude for the gracious Redeemer 
in reciprocal love. 

2. Giving must be cheerful (2 Cor. 9:7). Those 
who love the lord will delight in giving; to them it is 
a source of joy. To feel constrained to give without 
the desire to do so robs one of the blessings. The 
Macedonians furnished a good example. In poverty, 
beyond their power, they were willing to give, and 
gave themselves first to the Lord (2 Cor. 8: 1-5). All 
gifts and sacrifices must be voluntary. 

3. Giving must be done purposefully (2 Cor. 
9: 7). It must be according to the purpose of a willing 
heart, not coercion. The Corinthians purposed a 
year in advance and Paul called upon them to bring it 
to completion (2 Cor. 8:10-11). Before the Lord's 
day comes the Christian should consider his income 
and carefully and prayerfully purpose to give accord
ing to his ability. It should not be done "on the spur 
of the moment." 

4. It must be done with liberality (Rom. 12:8, 
RV). The blessing received depends upon generosity: 
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"He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar
ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully" (2 Cor. 9:6). Paul commands: 
"Therefore as ye abound in everything, in faith ... see 
that ye abound in this grace also" (2 Cor. 8:7). Such 
giving proves "the sincerity of your love" (v. 8). 

5. Giving must be done according as one is pros
pered (1 Cor. 16:1-2). "Honor the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine in
crease" (Prov. 3 :9). Our obligation is first to the 
Lord. One cannot burden himself with debt for con
veniences and luxuries and give a little of what is left 
and fulfill the law of love in giving. God accused Is
rael of being robbers. "Wherein have we robbed 
thee?" asked the Jews. "In tithes and offerings," re
plied Jehovah. On Lord's days when one refrains 
from giving according to his ability, and in harmony 
with other conditions outlined above, he may be 
classified as a robber the same as were those Jews. 
One steals when he withholds that which belongs to 
the Lord. 

Conclusion And Application 
It is observed that God's love led to the gift of Christ 
(Rom. 6:8-9). Christ showed his love by becoming 
poor that we might be made rich (2 Cor. 8 :9). Love 
for God is demonstrated by obedience to his com
mandments. To obey the law of giving is to express 
love for God as well as for mankind. To say we love 
God, or know God, and not keep his commands, in·
cluding giving, makes one a liar (1 John 2:4). 
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Obituaries 

The Death of B. H. Kemp 
Benton H. Kemp, 90, Indianapolis, died October 31, 
2001. He was a route salesman 32 years for Hostess 
Bakery, retiring in 1973. He served as an elder for 
4 7 years, the last 2 7 at the Shelbyville Road Church 
of Christ in Indianapolis. He was interested in 
preaching the gospel to the world and caring for the 
fatherless. In 1985 he and sister Kemp with Ben and 
Lois Vick visited the missionaries in Taiwan. When 
he made announcements at church he would always 
remind people to save for the Pine Vale Children's 
Home in Corinth, Miss. 

He had an uncanny ability to remember names 
and birthdays. When most would have to use a calcu
lator, he was able to figure math problems in his 
head. He was a pillar in church. He has left a "vast 
lonesome place"in the hearts of a grateful congrega
tion. Survivors: wife Dorris Totty Kemp; son Ben 
Kemp; sisters Jewel Dozier, Julia Muzyck, Pearl 
Schlittler; brother Clarence Kemp; grandchildren 
Christian, David Kemp, Laurie Coop, Mindy 
Grissom; eight great-grandchildren. 

The Passing of Wanda Irene Cox 
Wanda Irene Cox, 84, died April 17, 2001, in Louis
ville, Ky. She was the former Wanda McKinney, a 
native of Georgetown, In.; retired receptionist for Dr. 
C.E. Denton, for whom she worked 30 years; found
ing member of the Auburndale Church of Christ. 

Wanda and her husband, Joseph H. Cox, labored 
in the vineyard of the Lord for many years, serving 
churches in Indiana, Ohio, Florida, and Kentucky. If 
she had lived to August 18, 2001, they would have 
celebrated sixty-six years of marriage. Brother Cox 
says that next to Jesus, she was the best thing that 
happened to him. 

Warren Rainwater and Vernon Harris conducted 
the funeral service on April20, 2001. 

SurVivors: her husband, Joseph H. Cox; three 
sons, Vernon, J. Cox, Sr., Merrill R. Cox, and Dr. Foy 
W. Cox; a sister, Gladys Clark; brothers, Dempsey, 
Merrill, Roy, and Dale McKinney; seven grandchil
dren; and three great-grandchildren. 

Memorial gifts may be made to the building fund 
for the Auburndale Church of Christ, 57 56 New Cut 
Road, Louisville, Ky. 40214. Ben F. Vick 
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LeHer from F. F. Conley 

Dear Buster, found this on the internet and I 
thought the article was quite good. I recently 
read through the Quran myself and will add 

below some citations from it. Frazier 

Will the Real Islam Please Stand Up? 
Stop telling me about Islam. Shouldn't the media and 
talk-show hosts really be instructing wayward Mus
lims and their followers who have "hijacked" Islam 
about the true meaning of the Koran and Islam? I re
ally don't care about their religion. Tell them about 
their religion! just tell the Muslims who have their 
Koran and the Prophets' message all wrong that they 
have it backwards and inside out. They seem to be the 
ones who need to understand the ~'true" meaning of 
the Koran and Islam. 

by Van Jenerette, Major, U.S. Army (ret) 
Ph.D. Candidate, University of South Carolina 

Monday, October 15,2001 

... Tell the Muslims who have hijacked Islam about 
their religion! 

Why can't I turn on the television or read a 
newspaper or magazine without being bombarded by 
some instruction from the media on how I should 
understand Islam? 

Thanks, but no thanks. I really don't care about 
Islam. I just don't like that Americans are being killed 
by anyone - and I like it even less when someone 
comes into my country to do the killing. I don't care 
to hear any reason this or excuse that or please un
derstand their anger explanations. I just want to 
hang the people who did it and never let anyone 
think they can do it again. 

Not here. I live here. 
Anyway, it's been over a month since the World 

Trade Center and Pentagon attacks and there seems 
to be hundreds of TV talk-show hosts, news people, 
Islamic experts, roaming Imams, and Muslim clerics 
who keep telling me how I should get acquainted 
with the "real" Muslim world of the Koran, Hadith 
and the Sunna and how these terrorist guys who 
pulled off the 9/11 attacks don't really represent the 
actual Islamic faith or the teachings of the prophet. 

If this is true, why should I be the target audience 

on what true Islam really is? I didn't crash a plane in 
to the WTC, and I didn't send my children out into 
the streets to cheer the deaths of thousands of inno
cent people. If I have it right, all the people who did 
this were Muslims. Correct? 

Shouldn't the media and talk show hosts really be 
instructing these "wayward" Muslims and their fol
lowers who have hijacked Islam about the true mean
ing of the Koran and Islam? I mean I already know 
what they did was wrong as do most honest 
American's, so why are you telling me? I don't really 
care about their religion. Tell them about their reli
gion! 

Yes, tell the Muslims. Now there's a thought, just 
tell the Muslims who have their Koran and the 
Prophet's message all wrong - that they have it 
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backwards and inside out. To me, they seem to be the 
ones who need to understand the true meaning of 
the Koran and Islam. Mter all; according to the tele
vision experts, Islam means peace, not surrender or 
submission as I've read in Arabic. 

See, at this point as an outsider, I really don't 
know who has the Koran right - the Islamic Funda
mentalist or the Islamic Traditionalist- the Sunni or 
the Shiite Muslims, the Wahabis and who ever else is 
involved, including an assortment of Islamic terror
ists themselves. I've heard so much talk from the ex
perts that even Jihad is beginning to sound like a 
cross between a personal love fest or a pretty violent 
and murderous enterprise depending on who you are 
listening to at the time. 

So please, to all the media types and so-called Is
lamic experts - stop giving me your line on how 
these guys have hijacked a religion and just have the 
guts to tell Osama bin Laden, AI-Qaeda, Hezbollah, 
Islamic Jihad, Hamas, the Taliban and other Muslims 
who agree with them, that they have the Koran and 
the Prophet Mohammad all wrong. Period. 

Like it or not, in the big picture there seems to be 
no shortage of Muslims who agree with Bin Laden 
and other Terrorism Inc. members, et. al. But, even 
worse is the fact that they live all over the world and 
there are millions of them! 

From, China to Chechnya, to Indonesia, to the 
Philippians, back to India, into Saudi Arabia, south 
to Nigeria and about 50 other places you might not 
want to visit. To top it off, .they come in a variety 
pack of all races and colors - brown, white, black, 
blue-eyed; black hair, beards, turbans, suits and ties. 

Wow! You've got to wonder; which Koran are 
these guys reading? I mean, someone has to have the 
Koran right and someone else has to have it wrong! 

So many Muslims today make it sound like there 
are two versions of the Koran floating around out 
there. If so, what is the difference between the Koran 
that the Terrorists are reading, and the Koran that 
the rest of the Muslim world is reading? Is there an 
Original Koran and Revised Koran? If so, who is 
reading which version? Why is there an absence of 
direct condemnation and action targeted at millions 
of wayward Muslims who follow the terrorists? Why 
is there no overt and highly visible attempt to re-edu
cate error-laden-believers to the true message of Is
lam and the Prophet Mohammad? I'm confused. 

This leads to some pretty difficult questions that 
I would like some brave souls or the members of the 
media to ask some Muslim leaders or other Islamic 
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experts and try to get some straight answers: 
#1) Why is there such a huge effort to convince 

Christians, Jews and other non-Muslims that Islam is 
a peaceful, tolerant, kind, respectful religion, but 
there is no such direct effort to convey the same mes
sages into the Mosques and the Arab Muslim world; 
especially to those Muslims in Gaza, Afghanistan, In-· 
donesia, Pakistan, Nigeria, Tajikistan, the West Bank, 
etc.? In the same breath, why are Christian churches, 
Christian worship and Christian preaching banned in 
so many Islamic nations if Islam is so tolerant of all 
faiths? 

#2) Where are the Muslim world's media televi
sion, talk-show hosts, news people, Islamic experts 
and roaming Imams and clerics with the message that 
people should not listen to Osama bin Laden, AI
Qaeda, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, Hamas and other 
Muslims who use terrorism. Why aren't they saying 
that the terrorist interpretations of the Koran and 
the Prophet's teachings are all wrong? 

#3) If the Terrorists and the Islamic Fundamen
talists have hijacked Islam to further their own 
agenda and are not following the Koran; why 
haven't the clerics and Imams issued a fatwa (reli
gious decree) in full view of Muslims everywhere; as 
set forth in Islamic law and the Koran, for those who 
have decried the true faith and edicts of Islam? Does 
anyone remember the author Salman Rush die? They 
didn't waste anytime putting a price on his head and 
all he did is write a book that broke Islamic Law. 

#4) Why hasn't the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC); who represents nearly one-fifth 
of the world's population, named Bin laden directly 
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and condemned him and other terrorist organiza
tions as apostates to the Muslim Religion? Better yet, 
if in truth Islam is a religion that prohibits the mur
der and killing of the innocent, why haven't Muslims 
everywhere; including the OIC, condemned the 
bombing of Disco's, Pizzeria's, or the killing of civil
ians and of school children in Israel? 

#5) If Jihad, by definition does not include the 
concept of a violent Holy War, why do so many Is
lamic clerics and followers of the Muslim religion 
keep using it for justification of their killing of other 
people of other faiths or nations? Can millions of 
readers of the Koran have it that wrong? 

#6) Pardon my ignorance of the Koran, but if a 
Catholic Priest did such terrible deeds, the Bishops, 
the Cardinals, and the Pope would all condemn the 
actions and excommunicate the offender. Why is 
there no such action against the terrorists who (ac
cording to all the Islamic clergy and American and 
Muslim experts who are educating the American 
public to Islam) have violated the Koran? 

#7) Finally, can the Muslims have it both ways? 
Either the Koran is specific or it is not. Either the 
plethora of Islamic terrorists organizations are fol
lowing the literal edicts of the Koran and the Sunna, 
or they are apostates that must be destroyed by other 
Muslims with even more vengeance - that which is 
extended to non-believers. Which way is it? 

I would really like some direct and specific an
swers. I don't want to hear history about the Cru
sades, or the U.S. foreign policy nonsense, or the 
rage of Muslims, or the Palestinians claims to the 
same lands as the Israelis, or comparisons to Chris
tianity and Judaism, or stories of poverty or hunger, 
or the CIA, or other "look-behind-you" and "blame
the-victim" excuses. Most of what has been said in 
the media has been either pure baloney or a lesser 
mix of lies and rumors. At this point, the majority of 
Americans don't want to hear excuses. We want ac
tion. Save the excuses for a more Politically Correct 
time period and a more gullible audience. 

Not that it matters, but I'm still not sure if I'm 
considered a non-believer that Muslims should live 
in peace with or if I am an infidel that should be 
killed for my corrupt life style, or my religious belief 
of Jesus Christ and the trinity of God. I need to have 
the real Islam please stand up. 

I suppose for the time being we are stuck and 
must consider that there are but two possibilities: in 
the least, either the majority of Muslims acquiesce to 
the hijacking of their religion, or at worst, they give 

tacit approval to the murderous actions the Islamic 
terrorists have done in the name of Allah. 

Post Script Note 
Before the 11th of September, I really didn't care what 
Islam was all about. It was just another religion with 
it's share of contradictions and eccentric notions. 

Outside of some studies of the Koran and the 
Sunna while at the U.S. Army Command and Gen
eral Staff College, I never gave Islam much thought. 
In that case, I opened the book on this most "inter
esting" religion only when confronted by some Mus
lim Officers from Arab countries who tried to con
vince me about the righteousness of "Honor Kill
ing" for wayward daughters at the hands of their 
own families. For an American father with six chil
dren that is a pretty chilling concept. At least in their 
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Muslim world my sons were safe. Small comfort -
four of my children are girls. According to them, the 
female population of America would dramatically 
decrease; but improve, overnight once we "saw the 
light." Whew. That's a real scary thought. 
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Following are F. Conley's selected quotes from the 
sacred book of Islam - the Koran (also called 
Quran), calling attention to its plea for violence. 

2:190-191 "Fight in the cause of Allah those who 
fight and persecute you, but commit no aggression ... 
and slay them when and where you get the better of 
them." 

2:193 "Fight them until persecution is no more 
and religion is for Allah." 

2:216 "Fighting has been ordained for you." 
2:244 "Fight in the cause of Allah." 
3:12 "Say to those who disbelieve, 'You shall 

soon be overcome and gathered together to be 
driven towards hell."' 

3:32: ''Allah does not love the disbelievers." 
3:141 "And ... Allah will wipe off the disbelievers 

gradually." 
3:148 "Lord grant us victory over the disbeliev

ing people." 
3:151-152 "We shall certainly strike terror into 

the hearts of those who have disbelieved ... and cer
tainly Allah had made good his promise to you when 
you were slaying them to pieces by his permission." 

4:74 "Let those who would prefer the hereafter 
to the present life, fight in the cause of Allah." 
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4:76 "Fight against the friends of satan." 
4:77 "Fighting has been made binding." 
4:84 "Urge on the faithful to fight." 
4:89 "If they turn back, then capture them and 

kill them wherever you find them, and do not take 
anyone of them as a friend or as a helper." 

4:91 "It is these [unbelievers] against whom we 
have given absolute authority." 

4:95 ''Allah has indeed granted eminence to 
those who strive in his cause over those who stay at 
home." 

4:104 "Do not be slack in pursuing these disbe
lieving people." 

5:33 "The only recompense of those who make 
war against Allah and his messenger and who strive 
hard to create disorder in the land, is that they be ex
ecuted or crucified to death, or that their hands or 
feet be cut off, or they be exiled." 

5:38 "As for the thief, both male and female, cut 
off their hands." 

8:12-13 "I will indeed strike terror into the 
hearts of those who disbelieve. So smite on your 
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enemy's necks and above these on their heads and 
strike off all their fingertips. This punishment is 
given them because they opposed Allah and his Mes
senger, and whosoever opposes Allah, for him, Allah 
is severe in punishment.'; 

8:60 "Against them make ready your strength to 
the utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to 
strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies of Allah 
and your enemies, ... Whatever ye shall spend in the 
cause of Allah, shall be repaid unto you, and ye shall 
not be treated unjustly." 

8:66 "If there are a hundred of you, patient and 
persevering, they will vanquish two hundred, and if 
a thousand, they will vanquish two thousand." 

8:67 "It is not for any prophet to have captives 
until he hath made slaughter in the land." 

8:7 4 "Those who believe, and adopt exile, and 
fight for the Faith, in the cause of Allah as well as 
those who give (them) asylum and aid, these are (all) 
in very truth the Believers: for them is the forgive
ness of sins and a provision most generous." 

9:5 "Slay the idolaters wherever ye find them, 
and take them (captive), and besiege them, and pre
pare for them each ambush." 

9:12-14 "But if they ... taunt you for your Faith, 
fight ye the chiefs of Unfaith: ... that thus they may 
be restrained. What! Will you not fight a people who 
broke their oaths and aimed at the expulsion of the 
Messenger, and they attacked you first. . . . Fight 
them, Allah will punish them by your hands and 
bring them to disgrace, and assist you against them." 

9:29 "Fight those who believe not in Allah nor 
the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath 
been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor ac
knowledge the religion of Truth." 

9:73 "0 Prophet! Strive hard against the unbe
lievers and the hypocrites and be unyielding to them; 
and their abode is hell, and evil is the destination." 

9:86-88 "When a chapter is revealed, enjoining 
them to believe in Allah and to strive and fight along 
with His Messenger, those with wealth and influence 
among them ask thee for exemption, and say: Leave 
us (behind): we would be with those who sit (at 
home) .... But the messenger and those who believe 
with him strive with their wealth and their lives." 

9:123 "Ye who believe! Fight those of the disbe
lievers who are near to you, and let them find harsh
ness in you, and know that Allah is with those who 
keep their duty (unto Him)." 

13:41 "See they not that we gradually reduce the 
land (in their control) from its outlying borders?" 

15:2-5 '~gain and again will those who disbe
lieve, wish that they had bowed (to Allah's will) in 
Islam. Leave them alone, to enjoy (the good things of 
this life) and to please themselves: let (false) hope 
amuse them: soon will knowledge (undeceive them). 
Never did we destroy a population that had not a 
term decreed and assigned beforehand. No people 
can hasten on their doom nor can they postpone 
(it)., 
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Godly "Wise Men'' 
By Hugo McCord 

The Greek word magoi (Matt. 2:1) translated 
"wise men" (Kjv, NK]v, ASV), "magi" (NASB, 
NIV), and "astrologers" (NEB), has a literal, 

unsavory meaning pointing to "one trained in astrol
ogy and dream interpretation," to a "magician, sor
cerer" (Barclay M. Newman, Jr., Greek-English Dic
tionary of the New Testament, p. 11 0). The literal 
translation of Matthew's magoi "were a priestly 
caste," with the word from "the 1st century A.D. on
ward" applied "to magicians and soothsayers" (Ency
clopedia Britannica, vol. 14, p. 569). 

The literal meaning of magoi was used by Luke 
(mageuon) in describing Simon of Samaria, as one 
who "practiced magic in the city" and who gave out 
that he was "some great one" (Acts 8 :9). The same lit
eral meaning of a form of magoi Luke used to describe 
Elymas Bar-jesus of Paphos as a "sorcerer," and Paul 
called him a "son of the devil" (Acts 13:6, 8-10). 

But the literal meaning of magoi (English, "magi") 
as "sorcerers," or "astrologers" (Matt. 2:1, NEB), is 
false in its meaning in Matthew 2:1-16. The magi of 
Matthew 2:1-16 were God-fearing devout men whom 
God miraculously directed by a star to find Jesus. 
Therefore, contextually, the magi of Matthew 2:1-16 
are the "wise men" of the Kjv, NK]v, ASV. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica (vol. 14, p. 570) ig
nores the context in Matthew 2:1-16 about the magi 
in that passage, declaring a "connection of the Magi 
with astrology." Moreover, the lexicographer Joseph 
Henry Thayer does the same in declaring that the 
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magi of Matthew 2:1-16 were "astrologers" (A Greek
English Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 3 85). 

Astrology is a "pseudo science which claims to 
foretell the future by studying the supposed influ
ence ... of the moon, sun, and stars on human af
fairs" (Webster). But the wise men of Matthew 2:1-
16 were not under "the supposed influence" of a 
star, but under the actual, visible influence of a real 
God-directed star, and they had divine instructions 
to follow that star from the east all the way to Pales
tine. This occurrence shows that they were worship
ers of the one true God, and shows that God recog
nized them as his followers. That God was back of 
the journey of the wise men is further seen by the 
fact that the guiding star led them from jerusalem to 
Bethlehem, and stopped above the house where was 
the baby Jesus. 

On their own, the wise men, without a real mi
raculous help from God, could not have known that 
a "King of the Jews" was to be born, nor could they 
have known that the birth of the King was imminent, 
nor could they have known in what country he was 
to be born. 

Furthermore, the devotion of the wise men to 
God is seen, not in an imaginary exercise in astrol
ogy, but their willingness to make an arduous and 
tiresome journey, not to be paid money, but to enjoy 
the privilege of giving gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
as they worshiped the newborn King. The gold was 
God's providence as a "seasonable relief to joseph 
and Mary in their present poor condition" (Matthew 
Henry,s Commentary, vol. V, p. 14). "The gold 
which they presented to the child was a providential 
supply for the expenses to Egypt·and to live upon 
while there" (H. Leo Boles, A Commentary on the 
Gospel According to Matthew, p. 49). 

"Some will have these gifts to be emblematic to 
the Divinity, the regal office, and manhood of Christ. 
'They offered him incense as their God; gold as their 
king; and myrrh as united to a human body, subject 
to suffering and death"' (Adam Clarke, New Testa
ment Commentaries, vol. I, p. 46). 

Men not physically fit could not have attempted 
their fatiguing trip. "No reliable tradition deals with 



the country whence these particular magi came" (In
ternational Standard Bible Encyclopedia, p. 1962). 
All that is certain that they "came from the east to 
Jerusalem" (Matt. 2: 1). 

Arabia was southeast of Jerusalem, some 200 
miles. Could you, or would you, ride 200 miles on a 
camel's back to see Jesus? Persia was northeast, some 
300 miles. Clement of Alexandria said that the magi 
came from Persia (ISBE, p. 1962). Directly east was 
Chaldea, some 5 00 miles. Origen held that they 
came from Chaldea (ISBE, ibid.). 

How many wise men that made the long trip we 
do not know. Traditions say 3 or 12 or 14, with the 
number 3 being most accepted, because of the 3 
gifts. "The names Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar 

are first mentioned in the 6th century" (EB, vol. 14, 
p. 570). Those three names Lew Wallace put in his 
book of Ben Hur. 

If the people devoted to God, named and un
named, in Hebrews chapter 11, may rightfully be de
scribed as "heroes of the faith," then certainly the 
wise men who wanted to worship Jesus, and did so, 
may also be listed in the catalogue of God's faithful 
followers. Thank God, he has "a book of remem
brance" of those who "feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, says 
the Lord of hosts, in. that day when I make up my 
jewels" (Mal. 3: 16-17). 
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Why Thank God? 
By Hollis Miller 

We in live houses made of wood, stone, brick, 
and other materials found in nature. In 
our yards are trees, flowers, plants, and 

grass. We call it ours, but it isn't. "The earth is the 
Lord's, and all its fulness" (Psa. 24:1). 

Some who are reading this article have enjoyed 
more than eighty years of life. We call it our life, but 
it isn't. '~d the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life" (Gen. 2:7). 

Every Sunday Christians travel to assemble in 
worship, but the church isn't theirs. "Upon this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of hades shall 
not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). 

The Lord gives us all that we have. Friends are 
God's appointment. Fellow Christians are made pos
sible by the cross of Jesus. The food we eat grows by 
the light of God's sun and is nourished by his rain. 
"In the beg inning God created the heavens. and-the 
earth" (Gen. 1: 1). 

Paul wrote, "In everything give thanks, for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess. 5: 18). 

Isaiah's rebuke of ancient Israel shows graphi
cally the sin of ingratitude: "The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master's crib; but Israel doth 
not know, my people doth not consider. Ah sinful 
nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-

doers, children that deal corruptly! They have for
saken Jehovah, they have despised the Holy One of 
Israel, they are estranged and gone backward" (lsa. 
1:3-4). 

An ungrateful heart may be man's greatest sin. 
Meals are eaten, air is breathed, water is drunk, and 
nature's beauty is adored, but multitudes never bow 
their heads in thanksgiving and humble adoration. 

The question Jesus asked the leper who returned 
to thank him rings as loudly today as it did in the 
first century. "Were there not ten cleansed, where are 
the nine?" (Luke 17: 17). 

Yes, where are the ungrateful nine? 
When the redeemed of God deliberately absent 

themselves from the assembly of the saints gathered 
for formal worship, Jesus is surely asking, "Where 
are my people?" 

When plea upon plea must be sent to Christians 
for support during-a- gospel meeting, one cannot but 
wonder what has happened to gratitude. 

While discussing man's ingratitude, the late Mar
shall Keeble said, "Even a dog will wag its tail when 
given a piece of bread." 

Why thank God? Some sober thinking will surely 
bring forth the answer. 19 Wilkens Rd. 
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Potpourri ••• 

We begin Potpourri this month with blurbs 
from the Chicago Tribune, sent to us by 
Earl Davis - a man of God. Earl has a 

sharp sense of what is important and remarkable. We 
are in his debt. 

Lesbian Daddy 
!?i Peggy F. Drexler, a California psychologist, and 

scholar with the Institute for Research on Women 
and Gender at Stanford University, asserts that les
bian moms beat dads. Drexler does not explain how 
two moms can have children to father, seeing there is 
no male in the equation. She proves her proposition 
by telling about how a lesbian once taught a boy how 
to play basketball (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 22, 2001). 

Calcutta 
t?lAn exorcism was performed on Mother Teresa 

a few months before she died because of fears that 
she was being attacked by the devil, the archbishop 
of Calcutta said Thursday (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 7, 
2001). 

Odd 
t?lKathleen Parker, a syndicated columnist based 

in South Carolina (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 5, 2001) 
tells of a department store clerk, sobbing as she 
stuffed tissue paper into a shopping bag for a display. 
I asked if she was crying about the death of coach 
Bear Bryant. "Yes," she said, biting her lip. ''All my 
life, there was always Jesus and the Bear." 

Rock-A-Bye-Baby 
!?>The University of Pennsylvania interviewed 

victims, law enforcement officers, and social workers 
in 28 cities to conclude that in the United States 
325,000 children a year were subjected to sexual ex
ploitation. The study released Sept. 3, 2001 con
cluded that relatives committed 4 7 percent of the 
sexual assaults on children; 49 percent by acquain
tances; and only 4 percent by strangers (Chicago Tri
bune, Sept. 10, 2001). 

Keep on Truckin' 
t?>The Frank-Tremblay Safe College Scholarship 

is named for U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, who is gay (ho
mosexual), and Lucie Bley Tremblay, who is lesbian. 

The fund is to make it easier for gay (homosexual) 
and lesbian students to break the news of their per
version to their families and to provide funds for 
queers who "come out" and, as a result, lose the fi
nancial support of their families (Chicago Tribune, 
Sept. 9, 2001). 

The Evil One 
!?>Kathleen Parker, syndicated columnist (Chicago 

Tribune, Oct. 3, 2001), reports that Afghan women 
are banned from education, working, or speaking to 
an unrelated male. They can be arrested for going out 
of their house without a male relative, and then only 
for a government-sanctioned purpose. For walking 
down the street with an unrelated man, a single 
woman gets 100 lashes. If she's married, she is stoned 
to death. Thousands of men gather into stadiums to 
watch errant women being flogged. Even boys have 
permission to use weapons on members of the oppo
site sex if they think the women are breaking any of 
the Taliban's laws. 
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Parker suggests that the way to get rid of bin 
Laden and the Taliban is to arm the women by smug
gling a couple million weapons into Afghan and let
ting the women hide them under those veils, which 
are spacious enough to accommodate a nice auto
matic weapon. Bin Laden and his henchmen will be 
history soon enough, she writes. 

fo laciJ His On 
Oin response to the 9/11 tragedy, the City Coun

cil of Ringgold, Ga., on Sept. 24 unanimously ap
proved the installation of framed copies of the 10 
commandments and the Lord's Prayer at City Hall. 
Next to the two frames will be an empty frame "for 
those who believe in nothing" (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 
13, 2001). 

lilow rour III&IDJ 

0 Russell J. Suchy, a retired Air Force colonel and 
former chief of security of operations for Strategic 
Air Command, in attempting to explain Islam, 
wrote, "The American psyche does not comprehend 
the concept of jihad, where merely saying ~kafir' [infi
del] reduces any non-Arab man, woman or child to 
something akin to a mosquito to be swatted without 
so much as a momentary regret." This was written as 
an introduction to a book, Holy War, released in the 
year 2000 (more than one year before fools drove 
airplanes into the World Trade Towers in New York, 
and into the Pentagon in Washington, killing several 
thousand innocent people (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 10, 
2001). 

More oa Islam 
OCynthia Mahmood, is a social anthropologist 

at the University of Notre Dame. She spent several 
years training in Afghanistan and Pakistan. She is an 
expert on the Islamic mentality, and is frightened by 
lingering images of the terrible carnage at the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

She is additionally scared because of what she 
hears the public being told about our terrorism prob
lem, which is so vastly different from what she saw 
in Pakistan - filled with mujahedeen fighters who 
serve alongside the Taliban in Afghanistan - or take 
part in the Muslim liberation movement in Kashmir. 

Mahmood is an academic oddball. Most profes
sors have a comfort zone limited to libraries and 
seminar rooms. She prefers gathering data up close: 
She donned a chador (the head-to-toe covering of a 
pious Muslim woman), to interview the Daughters of 
the Nation, a kind of woman's auxiliary of the fun-
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damentalist movement, which takes as its special 
mission throwing acid at unveiled females. 

Her scholarly specialty- the reaction of reli
gious fervor and armed violence -was something of 
an academic backwater. Even now, it is a bit of an 
embarrassment in the ivory tower; where tradition
ally gentle mores have been reinforced with a liberal 
dose of political correctness. 

Mahmood is right out of the tradition of such in
trepid women adventurers as Freya Stark, a famed 
early 20th-century British traveler who similarly 
wore native garb to visit an exotic East that was off 
limits to Westerners. 

Mahmood vigorously dissents from an intellec
tual consensus jointly reached by Bush administra
tion spokesmen and scholars of Islam. The consensus 
builders argue that our present problems, while seri
ous, are not insurmountable. In their view, Osama 
bin Laden's followers are few, and his brand of fire
and-brimstone preaching is out of the historical 
mainstream of Islam. They cite passages in the Koran 
that mark it as a religion of peace and tolerance. 

To Mahmood, though, if you want to know about 
contemporary Islam, you can't do it by reading the 
Koran or consulting Islamic scholars. You have to lis
ten to what is being preached in the little mosques on 
the ordinary streets. 

In Pakistan alone, 12,000 boys were named 
Osama last year. 

She concludes that America is not just up against 
bin Laden's group, but faces a much wider "trans-na
tional jihad" (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 8, 2001). 

Gossip 
OWordsCanHeal.org, founded by two denomi

national preachers, is a national multimedia ad cam
paign that aims to pledge Americans to show more 
civility in their talk. That means, no gossip, no back
biting and, unless you really can't help it, no unkind 
words toward your fellow humans (Chicago Tribune, 
Oct. 29, 2001) 

Babies and Drugs 
O"Ours is a country in which you are ill-advised 

to be a fetus. The highest court in the land has ruled 
that you're a parasite, disposable at will, even when 
you're almost out of the chute. You're just an exten
sion of your mother's whim. She can do whatever she 
likes with you. Her court instituted right to "choose 
trumps your right to 'live.'" So writes Norah Vincent 
in the Los Angeles Times. 

What set her off was the 6-3 Supreme Court 



decision that a hospital may not test a pregnant 
woman for drugs, although drug testing of govern
ment employees and high-school athletes is permit
ted because there are "special needs." Apparently the 
health of unborn children does not count as a special 
need. 

Feminists declared the Court decision a victory 
for the autonomy of women, but Ms. Vincent 
doesn't buy that. 

We can do anything. We can have as much sex as 
we want as much wanton sex as some men do -
and we need not be concerned with the conse
quences. If the unthinkable happens, if-surprise, 
surprise- nature actually takes its course and 
we become pregnant, well, we'll just do what we 
do after we binge on too many French fries. 
We'll purge. Mter all, if you want to stay thin af
ter eating everything in sight, then it's the finger 
down the throat. If you want to stay barren but 
have as much protected or unprotected sex as 
you want, then it's the doctor in your business 
- but not too much in your business ... only as 
much as you want him. What's more, when 
we're good and ready to have a child, we'll still 
be totally in control of our bodies. We'll smoke, 
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we'll booze, we'll crack it up all night long if 
we take a mind to, and it'll be nobody's business 
.. . because the Constitution protects us. We 
have a right to our privacy and our bodies, 
even though, when it comes to that seventh, 
eighth, ninth month of pregnancy, we're pretty 
sure we're not alone in them anymore. But who 
cares, those babies are ours, and we can do with 
them what we like. We can smoke three packs a 
day. We can drink motor oil. And if that baby 
comes out with a brain that doesn't quite work 
right or that doesn't work at all, if it has an 
imposed mortal dependency on a narcotic, if 
incomes out with expensive special needs, well, 
the government will pay for it. That's what gov
ernment is for: to safeguard my right to do what 
I like and pick up the tab when I've done it. I 
can do anything, consequences be damned. Let 
freedom ring, because, by God, I am woman, 
and this is America (Los Angeles Times, via First 
Things). 

Colin II! 
OU.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell recog~ized 

the homosexual partner of Michael Guest, the new 
ambassador to Romania, at Mr. Guest's swearing-in 
last month. David Smith, spokesman for the homo
sexual lobbing group Human Rights Campaign, 
commented: "That small gesture spoke volumes" 
World, Oct. 3, 2001). 

What Ale Liflle Boys Made Of? 
~The movement to cure boys of being boys has 

suffered a recent setback in the form of a study re
leased in the journal of the American Medical Asso
ciation. Researchers found that Ritalin, the drug 
used to treat attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD), is more potent than cocaine. It blocks 70 
percent of the brain's neural transporters, as op
posed to the 50 percent blocked by cocaine. It is a 
powerful drug that can have powerful side effects, 
including lethargy, depression, and even suicidal ten
dencies. Four million American children currently 
take it. Whether the revelation that long-term use of 
Ritalin and other similar drugs may cause permanent 
brain damage will move parents, teachers, and their 
enablers to question its overuse - and especially its 
use as a substitute for good parenting and discipline 
- remains to be seen (National Review, Oct. 1, 
2001). 

Twisted Strands of lfair 
t?l Employees of FedEx have sued to protect their 

right to wear dreadlocks, claiming the hairstyle is an 
expression of their Rastafarian faith. Rastafarianism, 
brought to the world's notice by reggae singers, 

~~'F:~d;3~! 2 7 



developed in Jamaica in the 1930s; its communicants 
smoke marijuana sacramentally and believe that 
blacks are the true Israelites and that Haile Selassie 
was God. Can FedEx require its employees to wear 
their hair in "a reasonable style"? No one is required 
to work for it. If employees believe their company to 
be demanding the standards of Babylon, they should 
flee the City of Destruction. 

Is Jesus Beaten in England? 
®Christianity was established among the English 

fourteen hundred years ago, when Augustine con
verted King Aethelbert of Kent. It seems to be the 
opinion of the United Kingdom's leading clerics that 
the story of their faith in those islands has now 
reached its final chapter. Cormac Cardinal Murphy
O'Connor, leader of Britain's 4 million Catholics, 
has declared Christianity "almost vanquished" in his 
country: "It does seem ... that Christianity, as a sort 
of backdrop to people's lives and moral decisions -
and to the government, the social life of the country 
- has now almost been vanquished." British people 
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were seeking transient happiness in alcohol, drugs, 
pornography, and recreational sex, added the cardi
nal. This comes a few months after his Anglican col
league, the Archbishop of Canterbury, declared, "A 
tacit atheism prevails. Death is assumed to be the 
end of life. Our concentration on the here-and
now renders thoughts of eternity irrelevant." Prior 
to the Reformation, England was known as one of 
the most devout nations in Christendom, "a land of 
churches." The blessiQgs of modern understanding 
have now, if Cardinal Murphy-O'Connor is to be 
believed, changed her into a nation of bars, video 
stores, and massage parlors. 

LDS 
!?i"Many men say there is one God; the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Ghost are only one God. I say 
that is a strange God anyhow- three in one, and 
one in three! It is a curious organization anyhow" 
Uoseph Smith, founder of the Church of Latter-day 
Saints.) 

According to The Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 
"three Gods form the Godhead," and "all resur
rected and perfected mortals become gods." Further, 
"Though Latter-day Saints extensively use the scrip
tures to learn about God, their fundamental knowl
edge concerning him is based upon the Prophet Jo
seph Smith's First Vision, the Prophet's subsequent 
revelatory experiences, and individual personal Rev
elation." 

Psychopathological Phenomena 
{?iWhen the prestigious Psychological Bulletin of 

the American Psychological Association published an 
article "documenting" that sexual relations between 
adults and children usually had no harmful effects on 
children, it precipitated an enormous roar of protest. 
The APA quickly disowned the article, declaring that 
it most definitely does not approve the sexual abuse of 
children, which can often be ... well, abusive. In view 
of its direction over the last decades of "normalizing" 
sundry perversions, why did the APA so suddenly re
verse course on pedophilia and incest (the latter com
monly being the context of the former), which seemed 
like the logical next candidates for acceptance? That is 
the question asked by G.E. Zuriff, psychologist at 
Wheaton College and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. ''At the political level," he writes, "the 
answer is simple. Winning the favor of the North 
American Man-Boy Love Association does not com
pensate for alienating most of the U.S. population as 
well as the Federal government, which regulates the 



practice of psychotherapy and professional associa
tions, including the APA, controls Medicare and other 
insurance payments for psychological treatment, and 
funds psychological research and training." But why 
didn't the APA stand by the editorial integrity of its 
publication and say, as the authors of the article did, 
that, while pedophilia is psychologically harmless, it is 
still wrong and should remain illegal and socially un
acceptable? That would have gotten them off the 
hook. That answer, too, while not quite so simple, is 
clear enough. Zuriff writes: "For the APA to admit 
that judgments of morality may be independent of 
psychological adjustment would be to admit that 
moral intuition does indeed play a critical role in so
cial policy, that psychological studies do not fully de
termine what is good. To admit this, however, is to 
grant that although homosexuality, single-mother 
families, sex between adolescents, out-of-wedlock 
births, the rearing of children in daycare, abortion, 
and divorce do not cause psychological harm, they 
may nevertheless be wrong. In the end, the APA could 
not turn its back on a quarter century of social-policy 
positions." The orthodoxy of the therapeutic society 
is that psychology, and psychology alone, determines 
the meaning of, so to speak, right and wrong. 

loma11y People 

OWhat is to be done about the Gypsies? It is not 
a welcome question in most of Europe, and a few 
small Gypsy organizations are offended by the sug
gestion that anything needs to be "done" about 
them. It is estimated that there are eight million Gyp
sies in Europe, and as many as a million in the U.S. 
Gypsy beggars seem to be everywhere in the ·cities. 
Gypsies claim a license to steal - and may be re
lated, under the skin, to the "homeless." 

The Gypsies (or, as a minority of scholars insist, 
the Roma), migrating originally from India, have 
been in Europe for a thousand years, and many col
orful legends accrued, perhaps the most colorful be
ing the Gypsies' own legend that at the crucifixion of 
Jesus a Gypsy stole the fourth nail intended for 
Jesus' heart and as a reward God gave the Gypsies a 
license to steal from non-Gypsies, who are called 
gadze. All of this is discussed by Guenter Lewy in his 
book The Travail of the Gypsies. Lewy's conclusion is 
bleak: "It is likely that as long as Gypsies are dis
criminated against and harassed by their hosts, they 
will continue to stick together and resist assimilation. 
That seems to be the outlook for the foreseeable 
years ahead." And, as his discussion makes clear, as 

long as they continue to resist assimilation, and that 
resistance finds expression in criminal or quasi
criminal activity, they will likely be discriminated 
against and harassed by their hosts. 

Ouotes 
$Christianity Today, Aug. 6, 2001, emphasizes 

these two statements: (1.) The unity of the church is 
not the kind of unity we find in a country club, and 
(2.) the church cannot attain unity by diluting its the
ology. 

The article continues, "The unity in diversity 
rhetoric of mainline churches today leaves the im
pression that the ground of unity is the concept of 
unity itself. The church however, cannot attain unity 
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by looking to itself, nor by adapting the changing so
cial norms, nor by diluting or dismantling its theol
ogy in hopes of achieving a broader or more generic 
consensus." 

We could devoutly wish that our schoolmen 
would pay attention to the CT declaration of unity. It 
makes a lot of sense. Besides, it conforms to biblical 
teaching that to be reconciled to God by the awe
some power of his saving word (gospel) is to be rec
onciled to all others who are reconciled to God by 
the new covenant. This is fellowship and all else is 
division. "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 
John 1:7). 

letal Harm 
OThe U.S. House of Representatives has passed 

the Unborn Victims of Violence Act (HR503). Under 
the bill, people who commit federal crimes against 
pregnant women can be charged with second of
fenses of behalf of unborn children. Abortion-rights 
supporters vigorously oppose the bill, which they say 
is designed to undermine Roe v. Wade by bestowing 
rights on "fertilized cells" (Christianity Today, May 
21, 2001). 

Sportsmanship 
$SARASOTA, Fla. - The head of an anti-vio

lence group has been ar~ested for punching a referee 
during his 7 -year-old son's flag football game (FOX 
News, Nov. 7, 2001). 
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Salv,ion Army 
OA shocking decision to provide "domestic part

ner" benefits to homosexual employees has some 
Salvation Army officials threatening to desert the or
ganization. 

One divisional commander says he is saddened 
and shocked - and may be forced to quit the organi
zation if officials don't reverse an order that grants 
"domestic partner" benefits to homosexual employ
ees in the Army's Western Territory. 

Noting that the controversial new policy applies 
only to the Army's Western Territory, Lt. Col. 
Donald Canning, divisional commander of The 
Army's Southern Territory, said that the "decision 
goes against everything the organization stands for." 

Western Territory officials say they adopted the 
new policy to comply with a City of San Francisco 
policy that demands groups doing business with it 
offer a domestic partner benefits program to its em
ployees. An e-mail message being distributed by The 
Salvation Army insists the decision is merely a con
tractual requirement and not an endorsement of ho
mosexuality. 

Dead Babies 
$They had to call out the police at the Univer

sity of Texas, Austin. Students for Bio-Ethical Justice 
had put up posters with photographs of aborted fe
tuses. A protest by about two hundred students and 
faculty, organized by International Socialist Organi
zation, got a little tough. They called the display "of
fensive and grotesque." 

Boy Scouts of America 
3 Liberals never tire of lecturing us about "toler

ance" and "diversity," but they too are expected "not 
to discriminate." 

The Senate is soon to take up a House-passed 
measure that would bar federal funding to public 
schools that deny access to their facilities of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

The amendment was prompted by the actions of 
some overzealous school officials who are attempt
ing to ban the scouts from meeting in their school 
building. 

It seems that, in their book, it is unfair "discrimi
nation" for the Scouts to conclude that a homo
sexual scoutmaster is not exactly the best male role 
model for young boys. 

On the other hand, the "very same meeting places 
at school remain open to over 800 Gay-Straight Stu
dent Alliance Clubs." 



In the upside down world of the left, that appar
ently represents a more wholesome influence for the 
nation's youth. 

Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court held that the 
Boy Scouts of America has a Constitutional right, as 
a private organization to set its own membership 
rules. 

Gay rights groups who seem to feel they have an 
inherent right to force their agenda upon America's 
families and against parental wishes, were outraged. 

They have made it plain they are not satisfied 
with a "live and let live" attitude. In the name of 
"tolerance", they are making demands that will harm 
the Boy Scouts. 

In New York City, for example, one district 
school board directed its 32 schools, with an enroll
ment of 23,000, to: 
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Speakers include: Allen Hahn, William Woodson, 
Kippy Myers, Darrell Beard, Hugo McCord, Mack Lyon, 
Stanley Lockhart, Donald Cooper, Furman Kearley, 
Ralph Gilmore, James 0. Baird, Jody L. Apple, J.E. 
Choate, Winford Claiborne, Don Deffenbaugh, Lindell 
A. Doty, Guy N. Woods, Earl D. Edwards, Virgil L. 
Hale, Harold G. Taylor, and more. 

Hardback • 74 chapters • 408 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $3.50 slh 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 

• Sponsor no Boy Scout Troops. 
• Bar all Boy Scout activities in the schools dur

ing school hours. 
• Prevent the Boy Scouts from recruiting in 

schools. 
• Forbid them to use the school's name as part of 

a troop name or display it on their uniforms. 
• Suspend all privileges extended to Boy Scouts. 
The member of the board that authored the reso

lution, pontificated that "discrimination will not be 
tolerated in our schools." 

He also said, "We believe our schools should not 
sponsor an organization that discriminates against 
our students." 

Supreme Court 

0 (A friend sent the following blurb, which ap
peared in The Tennessee Education News, Nashville, 
to us. Sadly, we lost the senders name, but happily we 
kept the article. Many thanks to who-ever-you-are -
and please accept my apologies.) 

The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled 6-3 that pub
lic schools must make facilities available to religious 
groups after school if they make facilities available to 
secular groups. 

In this specific case, the court found that an el
ementary school in Milford, N.Y, discriminated 
against the Good News Club when it refused to let 
the religious group meet with students after school 
hours. The school had a policy of allowing other 
community groups to use school facilities when 
classes are not being held. School officials said their 
denial was based on their understanding that the 
club's intent was to convert young students to Chris
tianity - a practice they felt should not be endorsed 
by a public school. 

For the majority opinion, Justice Clarence Tho
mas wrote: "It cannot be said that the danger that 
children would misperceive the endorsement of reli
gion is any greater than the danger that they would 
perceive a hostility toward the religious viewpoint if 
the club were excluded from public forum." 

For the dissenting opinion, Justice David Souter 
wrote: "It is beyond question that Good News in
tends to use the public school prem"ises not for the 
mere discussion of a subject from a particular, Chris
tian point of view, but for an evangelical service of 
worship calling children to commit themselves in an 
act of Christian conversion." 

(Well, okay, the Taliban says the same thing about 
making converts to Christ.) 
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Mailing It Legal 
\?iAccording to Reason magazine (Dec. 2001), 

Holland legalized brothels last year, and now the 
"workers in the sex industry" say they need to form 
the first trade union for prostitutes to win better 
treatment from banks and insurance companies. 

Candles 
\?iA Catholic Church magazine complains about 

a company selling electric candles. The gadget is ad
vertised as "Profitable; Safe; Clean; Devotional; 
Zero Maintenance" {the word "profitable" is in ital-

Dickson 
New Analytical 
Study Bible 
KJV 

With over 800 pages of study helps in a clear and easy to 
find fonnat, this study Bible makes it easy for anyone to 
gain an understanding of the Word of God. 

Features: 
Analytical chart to each book of the Bible 
Outline summary of each book 
Contemporary history a t the end of certain books 
Teachings of Jesus 
A historical study of Bible translations 
Book introductions 
Calendar/daily reading plan 
Concordance 

• Cross references 
• Dictionary 
• Maps 
• Presentation page 
• Red letter 
• Ribbon marker 
• Family record section 

I968 pages • size 6" x 9" • Bible cover size #I I (large) 

0529-06194-5 Hardcover .......................................... $34.99 

0529-06214-3 Hardcover, Indexed ............................. 41.99 
0529-06199-6 Black Bonded Leather ......................... 49.99 
0529-06219-4 Black Bonded Leather Indexed .......... 56.99 

0529-06200-3 Burgundy Bonded Leather .................. 49.99 
0529-06220-8 Burgundy Bonded Leather Indexed ... 56.99 
0529-06203-8 Black Cowhide .................................... 59.99 

0529-06222-4 Black Cowhide Indexed ............ .......... 66.99 
0529-06296-8 Burgundy Cowhide ... .......................... 59.99 
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$4.50 shipping & handling 
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ics in the ad). The commercial also says, "Stands pay 
for themselves. Generate income forever." (Forever 
is a long time.) 

The big objection to the electric candle as a sub
stitute for the real thing is, "There are Catholic par
ishes that realize more than $100,000.00 per year 
from their candles." 

It begins to sound like the whole thing is about 
money. 

Stephen Leacock, Canadian writer and econo
mist, said: "Advertising may be described as the sci
ence of arresting human intelligence long enough to 
get money from it." 

Salvation in No Other Name 
t?>Marv Rosenthal, founder of the Holy Land ex

perience in the Orlando Disney complex, calls him
self a Hebrew Christian. A rabbi responded, ''A 
Hebrew Christian makes as much sense as kosher 
pork." Not so, says, Rosenthal. If a Jew says he is an 
atheist, agnostic, or animist, the rabbis still say he is 
Jewish. But somehow if he believes in Jesus, he is no 
longer Jewish." 

Let freedom Ring 
t?iThe United States was kicked out of the United 

Nations Human Rights Commission. Nina Shea, writ
ing in the Weekly Standard, says, "The United States 
broke with the European Union to vote its conscience 
on issues like slavery in Sudan, religious persecution 
in China, and political repression in Cuba .... [T]he 
European Union is now packed by freedom-loving 
countries like Libya, Algeria, Cuba, Syria, and Viet
nam." 

Homosexual Hypocrisy 

\?i Knowing the public hates the idea of marriage 
falling prey to the fads of the day, homosexual activ
ists have taken their case to the forum most insulated 
from democracy. 

In 1993, they got the Hawaii Supreme Court to 
rule the state's marriage law discriminated on the ba
sis of sex by limiting matrimony to those of different 
genders. 

By a two-to-one margin, Hawaiians amended 
their constitution to overrule the court. 

The same scenario unfolded in Alaska. 
In all, 34 states passed defense of marriage acts. 

Congress followed suit in 1996, with a law defining 
marriage under federal statute and exempting states 
from recognizing same-sex unions contracted else
where. 



But the gay-rights movement kept looking for an 
openmg. 

In 1999, it finally succeeded in Vermont, whose 
high court ordered the legislature to either issue mar
riage licenses to same-sex couples or give them all 
the benefits of marriage. The state was targeted be
cause amending its constitution by citizen-initiative 
takes years. Thus was democracy checkmated. Con
fronted with the court's ultimatum, Vermont's legis
lature opted for civil unions. Of the 1,500 couples 
who have been civilly united, more than two-thirds 
are from out of state. 

Some are already suing to force their home states 
to recognize the arrangement, arguing the federal law 
violates the Constitution's requirement that states 
give each other's enactments fu ll faith and credit. 

Eventually, a case will come before the U.S. Su
preme Court. Amending the U.S. Constitution may 
be the only way to stop judges from repealing the 
laws of nature. 

Now comes Jennifer Levi of the Gay and Lesbian 
Advocates and Defenders charging, "It (marriage) 
hurts families and the children" (See Human Events, 
Aug. 2001). 

PC 
!?Hnquisition as such, that is, apart from methods 

and severity of results, has remained a live institu
tion. The many dictatorships of the 20th century 
have relied on it, and in free countries it thrives ad 
hoc - hunting down German sympathizers during 
the First World War, interning Japanese-Americans 
during the second, and pursuing Communist fellow
travelers during the Cold War. In the United States at 
the present time the workings of "political correct
ness" in universities and the speech police that pun
ishes persons and corporations for words on certain 
topics quaintly called "sensitive" are manifestations 
of the permanent spirit of inquisition (Quoted from 
the book From Dawn to Decadence, by Jacques 
Barzun). 

Prayer in School - lor Muslims 
\?>That anti-religion bastion of political correct

ness, the New York City public school system, has 
quietly sanctioned prayer in schools - but only of 
you're a Muslim who wants to worship during 
Ramadan. 

In a talk radio exclusive, New York's WABC Ra
dio has been airing reports on the school system's 
special treatment for Muslims for weeks. Late 
Wednesday (Nov. 14, 2001), Schools Chancellor 

Harold Levy finally confirmed that the religious 
double standard indeed exists. 

"Christian parents would probably love to have a 
place where their children could pray during school 
hours," WABC newsman George Weber said Thurs
day. "They don't .... But the Muslim kids are getting 
their very own prayer room in New York City public 
schools." 

"The New York City public school system is go
ing to accommodate Muslim students allowing them 
space for prayer" during the five week Muslim holy 
season of Ramadan, reported Weber's partner, 
Babita Hariani. 

The Chancellor's office told the New York Post 
that Muslim students will be allowed to cut classes to 
pray and then reschedule them later. 

After a flood of complaints about the decision by 
New York City's public school chancellor, Harold 
Levy, to set aside special classrooms where Muslim 
students could pray during Ramadan, the plan has 
been abruptly dropped. 

Excellent study for young people. 

Where Is Your Focus? 
by James W. Farris 

This book is brother Farris' outpouring of concern for 
adherence to the love of God and of his Word in the lives of 
Christians. The lessons were originally prepared for teen 
classes dealing with a ttitude and moral issues. Teachers who 
are looking for sound material will appreciate his thought
provoking book. 

There are 13 chapters dealing with the fo llowing topics: Who 
or What is Your God; Introduction and Application of Christian 
Ethics; Biblical Principles in Decision Making; Insufficient 
Standards Are Not Sufficient; How You Dress Reflects Who 
You Are!; The Christian and the Dance; The Sin of Premarital 
Sexual Activity; Pornography vs. God's Plan for You; Do You 
Suffer from Tobaccoitis?; To Booze or Not to Booze?; 
Abortion: Killing Babies Man's Way; Euthanasia and the Bible; 
Being a Christian All the Way to the Finish Line. KWFOI 
230 pages • Paperback 

$9.95 
$3 .00 s&h for one book • add .25 s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: If a person is on his death bed and has 
received Jesus as his savior, but can't be bap

tized, is he saved? What can he do at this point if he 
is not baptized? 

Response: If a person has not been baptized, then 
that person has not "received Jesus as his savior." 

Phrases like, "accept Jesus as your personal sav
ior," "receive Jesus into your heart, " and "say the 
sinner's prayer," are not biblical responses to the 
question, "What must I do to be saved?" 

From the time of Jesus' death, resurrection and 
ascension, and the giving of the great commission, 
every inquiry about salvation brought responses like, 
"Repent and be baptized," or, "Arise, and be bap
tized," or, as in the case of the Philippian jailor and 
his household, "Believe on the Lord Jesus," but then 
led through repentance and baptism to the comple
tion of their faith and to rejoicing in their salvation. 

Questions like, "What happens to people who 
die just before they have a chance to be baptized?" 
are frequently asked. One of the reasons for asking is 
to clarify the relationship between baptism and sal
vation. If the answer is that such a one is saved, then 
the questioner assumes that his question has been an
swered, "Baptism is not essential; salvation actually 
comes before baptism." 

That is what most people believe anyway, but 
that is not what Jesus said. 

He said, "He that believes and is baptized shall 
be saved" (Mark 16:16). He did not say, "He that 
believes is saved and then should be baptized." 

To whatever extent this question is intended to 
be an argument against the necessity of baptism, to 
that same extent it is an argument against any re
quirement for salvation. 

Whatever one believes is essential to salvation, or 
is the point at which salvation comes, whether it is 
the saying of a prayer or something that happens just 
inside the heart, it is possible to propose a circum
stance where a person dies just before he or she 
reaches that point. What happens then? 
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All questions about final judgment belong to God 
anyway, and one of the things we know is that he 
will do right (Gen. 18:25). But the fact that a person 
may die just tht moment before he reaches the point 
of faith in his heart, or just before he prays, or just 
before baptism, does not mean that nothing can be 
essential to salvation. 

It is rarely impossible to baptize someone who 
wants to be baptized, if it is really considered to be 
urgent. 

When James was writing about justification "by 
faith only," he specifically was discussing the value of 
faith apart from obedience. James says, justification 
(salvation) is "not by faith only" Oames 2:24 ). 

"Faith" which does not obey, if worthy of being 
called "faith" at all, is only "dead faith," which ac
complishes nothing Oames 2:17, 26). 

If Jesus is not our Lord, then he is not our Savior. 
He himself said, "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
and do not do the things I say?" (Luke 6 :46), and, 
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

FF 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

"What's written in this little book is based on the conviction that 
"?thing in life is more important than a thorough knowledge of the 
B1ble. But ... for one to know, he must learn. And studying must 
p~ece?e the learning. ~~ is obvious, therefore, that studying the 
Bible IS tremen?ously Important. It is one thing for one to study, 
and another thing for one to study effectively." This book will 
teach you to be an effective student of God's Word. BKAD01 

88 pages • paperback 

-$6.00-
$2.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. (903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 

Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Orange Park- Lakeside Church of Christ, 2539 
Moody Ave., 32073. Contact David McDonald 
or John Farber (904)264-2463. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jpropbet@quik.com 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 

preacher. (210) 496-1346 
-Georgia-

-Virginia-Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

-Alaska-
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. Hampton- Hampton Church of Christ, 457 Fox 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). H1'll Rd 23669 s 9 30 10 30 6 · 

Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

-Missouri-
Branson -Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 45 6-4921. Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 -Ohio-

., , un. : , : a.m., p.m., 
Wed. 7 p.m., Glenn Hitchcock, minister, (757) 
851-3496 or 723-0803. 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 

Nonhpon (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 

-Alabama-

- Nonhport Church of Christ, 2700 441" Ave., a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. - South Carolina - (307) 634-3040. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation r----------------
available New Testament Con~erst"ons Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., . .-· 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

6 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. a.m., p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- Tennessee -
- California - Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9.:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. • •••• 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
4050 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Florida-
-Texas-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
320-9780 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

by V. E. Howard 
This 13-chapter series on conversions In the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. A 
!tudy of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: 'What must I do to be saved?• 

Paperback, 151 pages. 
$ 5.95 plus $2.75 s&h 

Texas msldents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari119 '-f(;i S liari119 
Net,vsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and vou can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
In the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Fi rm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(t:nllrccd cmiion) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket·sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Special gift edition 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Teus residents add 8.25% rax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Hurton Coffmun 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
t ime in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J . Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. Hardback, 804 pages. 

$15.00 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline lor each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$3.50 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Contemporary Concerns 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
lor Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ0 1 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texes residents edd 8.25" 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All ads, classified, direc
tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. All ads 
must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 
month. 

Preachers Needed 
Windsor Park Church of Christ in Corpus Christi, 
TX is looking for a full-time pulpit minister. Our 
congregation has 400+ members and a 
determination to grow. Candidate should be a 
family man with several years experience in the 
pulpit. Send audio/video tapes, video preferred, 
with rc!sumc!, ministry philosophy, and references 
to 4420 S. Staples, Corpus Christi TX, 78411 
ATIN: Minister Search Committee. Please send 
info before December 31a, 2001 if possible. 

Questions 
and Answers 

OpenForam 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an-
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Freed-
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques-
tfons involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

888-367-6216 

Back In print/ 

Questions 
and Answers 
Open Forum Volume 2 

by Guy N. Woods 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$4.50 s&h for both volumes 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the at.tenrion 
of the elders at the juneau Chu~ch of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send resume! and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Culturally diverse congregation of 60 seeks sound 
evangelistic gospel preacher, available Oct. 1 a. May 
need partial support. Salary includes 3 BR house. 
Send rc!sume and audio or video tape to: Hopkins 
Rd. Church of Christ, 8325 Hopkins Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23237. Call (804) 379-1392 or fax 
(804) 378-9610. BobASI@aol.com 

!T~ee 
Firm Foundation 

Year2002 
Wall Calendar 

23" wide x 34" high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 

1-10 calendars •••• $7.00 
11-16 calendars •••••• 8.50 
17-20 calendars •••• 10.00 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. B·ox 69 • Damon, Texas n430 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

---- ... , __ ·-~?.t. ·-

Preacher needed: Thriving, e(hically diverse area 
50 mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes from Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send resume and tape to (he: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: jchessmatt@msn.com 

Preacher needed for cong. 35-40, sw Georgia (near 
Dothan, AL). Good balance in age groups. Cong. 
is sound, believes in the old paths; wants sound, 
conservative, book/chapter/verse preacher. Rural 
farming community. Partial support needed. johnny 
Roberson (912) 524-2691; jim Warren (912) 723-
5196 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475: · 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Moffitt's Bible Commentary 
The New Testament 

by Jerry Moffitt 

Brother Moffitt's one-volume com
mentary on the New Testament deals 
succinctly and poignantly with every 
book of the New Testament. It has a 
separate chapter on each book of the 
New Testament, which includes a brief 
introduction and a different section for 
each chapter of that particular book. 
CMBH01 629 pgs., hardback 

$19.95 
$3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation · · ·• 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

888-367-6216 
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Do We Have Miracles Today? .......................................... Apr. p. 7 

Ballard, Tom 
Spirit's Indwelling .......................................................... Oct. p. 21 

Beard, Milton A. "Doc" 
The Blessing of Contentment ........................................ May p. 17 

Black, V. P. 
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Brewer, G. C. (deceased) 
Is There an Eternal Hell? ................................................ Sept. p. 1 

Brewer, Jerry C. 
Verbal Inspiration ............................................................. jan. p. 7 

Brown, T. Pierce 
A Beautiful Place Called Heaven ..................................... Dec. p. 8 
Peace to Your House ..................................................... Nov. p. 12 
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What About Corinth? ...................................................... Apr. p. 1 

Campbell, Alexander (deceased) 
On the Laws of Interpretation ...................................... Aug. p. 17 
Opinion .......................................................................... Mar. p. 9 
Reason Examined by Interrogatories ............................. june p. 12 

Chesser, Frank 
America's Mirror .......................................................... Mar. p. 27 
It's Spring Again .............................................................. june p. 6 

Clements, Paul 
Would You Change Your Religion? ................................ May p. 24 

Conley, Frazier 
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Non-human Christianity ............................................... Nov. p. 11 
Reducing Confusion ...................................................... Oct. p. 13 
The Times We Live In .................................................... july p. 24 

Cruse, Bob 
False Prophets of the Second Millennium ..................... Nov. p. 19 
Some Things God's Marriage Law Does Not Say ......... Mar. p. 11 

Curd, Bruce R. 
Paul's Octet of Nameless Men ....................................... Oct. p. 17 

Curtis, Burl 
In the Family ................................................................. Mar. p. 15 
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Separating and joining ................................................... july p. 17 
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Eternal Life ..................................................................... Nov. p. 2 
Gammon and Spinage ...................................................... Feb. p. 2 
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Eoff, Guss 
A Friend ......................................................................... May p. 12 

Fallis, Gary 
Brown Trail School of Preaching ................................... May p. 15 

Farris, James W. 
Baptism for Remission .................................................. Mar. p. 13 

Farris, Priscilla D. 
What About Our Children? .......................................... A1,1g. p. 22 
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Here We Stand ................................................................. May p. 9 

Fonville, Jesse 
A Face-Lift ..................................................................... May p. 10 
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Hartwigsen, Brock 
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Giving- the Evidence of Love ..................................... Dec. p. 15 
Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks- 1 ....................... Oct. p. 5 
Remove Not the Ancient Landmarks-2 ........................... Nov. p. 7 

Hobbs, John Ph.D. 
Another Look at "Perfect" ............................................. Jan. p. 18 
Child Rearing ................................................................ Apr. p. 20 
Did Jesus Err? .................................................................. june p. 8 
Sitting at the Feet of Baptist Scholars ........................... Sept. p. 17 
Speaking in Tongues? ........................................................ Dec. p. 1 
Stepping Stones of Repentance ...................................... Feb. p. 11 
What the Church Needs Now! ..................................... Nov. p. 21 

Hodge, Amy L. 
Stones, Serpents, and Scorpions .................................... May p. 11 

Hoover, Arlie J. 
A Report Sexual Morality .............................................. Feb. p. 19 

Horton, Howard R. 
Restoring Love for the Truth ......................................... July p. 25 
Save Changes You've Made? ......................................... Nov. p. 18 
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Would That It Had Dawned .......................................... Apr. p. 21 
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"Again It Is Written" ....... ....................................... .. ........ Feb. p. 1 
:God:breath~d:: Scriptures ................... ........................ Sept. p. 12 
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jesus' Biography in the Ps:~ l ms ........ ............................... Apr. p. 13 
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Fools! .............................................................................. Jan. p. 20 
Gambling Is a Bad Bet! .................................................... Ju ne p. 1 
License to Libel .............................................................. Aug. p. 8 
More on Why Gambling Is Bad ....................................... july p. 1 
Strengthened Within .................... .................................. Dec. p. 10 
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Wisdom and Bad Behavior ............................................ Nov. p. 14 
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Pilgrim, James A 
Tribute to B. C. Carr .......................... ........ .................... Feb. p. 21 
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He Is My Everything ........................... .......................... Apr. p. 26 
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Potpourri ...... ................................................................. May p. 25 
Potpourri ...................................................................... Nov. p. 25 
Potpourri ...... .. .............................................................. . Oct. p. 26 
Potpourri ...... .............................................................. .. Sept. p. 26 
Respect Creator ....................................... .. .................... Feb. p. 30 
RIP Rex Turner J r .......................................................... Feb. p. 18 
Supporting Immo rality ........ ............ .............................. Feb. p. 30 

Stephenson, Robert R. 
Modesty ............................................................................ jan. p. 5 
The Gospel Preacher ....................................................... May p. 1 

Stuus, M iles 
Good News .................................................................. . Sept. p. 24 

Swain, Walter 
Doctrine and Church Growth ...................................... Mar. p. 23 
The Language of Ashdod ............................................... June p. 16 
The Pe rversion of Doctrine .............................................. Jan. p. 9 

Vick, Ben F. 
Obituaries ................ .................. .. .................................. Dec. p. 16 

Wiley, Leon 
The Answer Book ...................................................... ..... Jan. p. 11 

Wishum, L. E. 
The Folly of Trying to Cover Sins ................................... Jan. p. 19 

Woods, Guy N. {deceased) 
Only Begotten .. .............................................................. j an. p. 15 
Q&A .............................................................................. Apr. p. 35 
Q&A .............................................................................. Feb. p. 30 
Q&A ............................................................................... Jan. p. 37 
Q&A .............................................................................. May p. 34 

PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

" Its objective ... identifying, describing and discussing 
the changes ... churches of Christ are experiencing. Are 
these changes legitimate? Are they biblically justifiable? ... 
Why ... speak out? {1) To alert our brotherhood and warn 
them; ... {2) To provide assistance and encouragement to 
those being racked by the destructive effects of illicit 
change; {3) To reaffirm the simple truth of God's will. ... 

The complicated, convol uted call for accommodation to 
cu lture is in direct conflict with the simplicity of the gospel 
and its ... power to impact human hearts _in all cultures .... 
Some ... need to be reminded and reassured that the "old 

paths" are still new. BKMI01 hardback, 528 pgs. 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 

which change agents are attempting to turn the church ... 
into just another ... sects .... a 'must' for every leader." 

"Not on ly lays bare the disease but points us to the on ly 
remedy fo r a broken brotherhood ... much more than an 
expose of false teaching ... portions dealing with the 
existence of God and Biblical inspiration are well wonh 
the price of the book." 

$19.95 plus S4.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367·6216 • jprophet @qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

December 2001 
Firm Foundation 39 



t 

J'reea-9-fartfeman Lectures - 1990 

Advancing Christianity 
. This book contains articles by such notable men as 
Leroy Brownlow, Willard Collins, Adron Doran, Ralph 
Gilmore, SamE. Hester, Wayne Jackson, Paul Kidwell 
Sr., Wendell Winkler. There are than 29 additional 
authors who make the theme come alive. There are 44 
lessons including special chapters for women by Elsie 
Huffard, Louise Cox, and Laurel Sewell. 

Advancing Christianity is the chaUenge for the church 
in every age. We must have the courage, skill, and 
desire to reach a lost world with the glorious gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Preservation of the Faith 
Motivating Teenages ro Missions Involvement 
Preaching: Attacking Sin Directly 
When Preaching the Truth Is Not Enough 
Moving the Church Forward 
Ascertaining Bible Authority 
Finding My Place in the Church 
The Theories of Church Government 
Hymnology of the Restoration Movement 
The Book of Acts: Growth of the Church in Acts 
The Church in a State of Crisis 
Reaching the Skeptic 
The New Testament Church: Is it Necessary for 
Salvation? 
Apollos: Portrait of a Preacher 
The Mission of the Church 

Good sermon material 

$17.95 
plus $3.50 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now/ <:-

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box s9--· Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • JpropJiefcfqulk.com 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
December 2001 

Address service requeste~.' · · 

--

The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Liberalism did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book's plea is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an •1 think" or an "'it feels good" religion. Rather it 
encourages adherence to the instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prin
ciples. 

Frank Chesser Is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhood institutions in preparation 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work in Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year in addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church in Montgom
ery, Alabama. paperback, 205 pgs. 

• ... His grasp of the problem of liberalism Is broader than 
any that I've read. It is an excellent sourcs book for sennons 
and lectures regarding the most serious problem In the 
church to day ... • W. Douglass Harris, Minister 

• ... Challenging, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
healthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and done the church a great setvlce. He has 
Issued a sober call to retum to our senses. This book will 
wann the heart and propel one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible. • Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

$9.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Fax (979) 553-3721 
jprophet@qulk.com 
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The Reigning King 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

After Jesus had received "all authority in 
heaven and on the earth" (Matt. 28 :18), "all 
things written about" him "in Moses' law and 

the prophets and in the psalms" had not been "ful 
filled" (Luke 24:44). 

It had been predicted "the scepter will not depart 
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
until the Peacemaker comes, and him the peoples 
will obey" (Gen. 49:1 0). 

Jesus "descended from Judah" (Heb. 7:14), but 
while he was on the earth he refused a king's "scep
ter" ("an ensign of sovereignty," Webster). After he 
had miraculously fed "about five thousand men, be
sides the women and children" (Matt. 14:21), those 
people "were about to come and take him by force, 
to make him king;" he "went into a mountain alone" 
Uohn 6:15). 

He knew the scripture that foretold he would 
have a king's "scepter," but he also knew that the 
same scripture stated he would be a "Peacemaker," 
and another scripture said that he would be a "Prince 
of Peace" (Isa. 9:6). He would be a king without a 
physical sword. His sword would be "the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph. 6: 17), 
the "God-breathed" (theopneustos, 2 Tim. 3: 16) 
scripture with the power to give to everyone who 
"trusts in" him "perfect peace" (lsa. 26:3). Jesus as
sured Governor Pilate that "My kingdom is not of 
this world" Uohn 18:36). 

The scripture foretelling that Jesus would be a 
king (Gen. 49:10) was not fulfilled while he was on 
the earth. However, after he arrived back in heaven, 
another scripture was fulfilled as the joyous Father 
announced Jesus' kingship with a figurative "scepter 
of uprightness," and figuratively "anointed" him 
"with the oil of gladness" (Psa. 45 :6-7; cf. Heb. 1:6-
7), using the very same word scepter that was in the 
original prediction. 

The Father even called " his dear Son" (Col. 1:13, 
KJV) "God," saying to him, "Your throne, 0 God, is 
forever and ever" (Psa. 45 :6; Heb. 1:8). So, after 
Jesus returned back to heaven, he became "King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords" (Rev. 17:14; 19 :16), and 
will continue reigning in heaven until he "delivers 
the kingdom to God, even the Father" (1 Cor. 
15:24). He does not come back to the earth to begin 
reigning, but brings it to a close when he "delivers 
the kingdom" back "to God, even the Father." 

Jesus' kingdom is invisible, "inside (entos) of 
you," and controlling the lives of all who have-been 
born again of "water and Spirit," a kingdom of 
"righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" 
(Rom. 14:17; Luke 17:21; John 3 :5). His "gospel" 
("good news," euaggelion) has "power" (dunamis) to 
rescue (hruomai) sinners "from the power of dark
ness, and" to transfer them "into the kingdom of" 
the Father's "dear Son" (Col. 1:13 , KJV). The res
cued sinners have become Christians (1 Pet. 4: 16), 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Crux of the MaHer, Page Two 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Three ACU professors, with the blessing 
of the university, have written The Crux 
of the Matter. The alleged aim of the 

treatise is to help the churches of Christ get 
through the 21st century. 

We began this review of the book last 
month, and respectfully inquired of the authors 
and the school if they accept the Bible as error 
free. Do the original manuscripts of the Bible 
contain no mistakes? Are those documents iner-
rant? 
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We do not wish to appear impertinent, but this is a critical 

question - and one the authors of this volume do not address. 
Modern day religious groups have been torn apart over this ques
tion. Our Baptist neighbors have fought over Bible inerrancy for 
decades, with the conservatives corning out on top. The Lutheran 
Church is in disarray over the matter, with liberals gaining the 
mastery. The Presbyterians have been ripped to shreds over 
whether the Bible is an absolute authority. The Episcopalians 
(American version of the Church of England) have a tiny but per
sistent group that keeps on demanding acceptance of the Bible as 
absolutely inerrant. 

A book dealing with the fortunes and future of any identifiable 
religious body cannot make informed recommendations if it does 
not address this basic value. If we maintain the pure Word inflex
ibly at every cost, we shall conquer through the Word; but to com
promise on a single point, is to lose all, and to be lost. 

The ACU trio, Reese, Foster, and Childers, seem embarrassed 
over such basic things as right name, baptism, worship, and orga
nization. They decry the idea that "we are the New Testament 
church" (p. 23). 

Bible students have for many years refuted this denomina
tional ploy. "You think you are right, and everyone else is wrong," 
is the trite maxim that sectarians have often used to discount what 
they could not answer. 

No knowledgeable member of the church of Christ has ever 
made the church the standard. The church is the people. People
even saved people - are not the criteria for determining truth or 
salvation. 

This liberal argument is a case of classic misdirection. The 
Bible teaches that baptism is essential to salvation. Those who will 
not accept this pure doctrine, switch the emphasis by saying, 



"Well, you think you're right and everybody else is wrong." Do 
you see the trick? Turn attention away from what the Bible says 
about baptism and focus on the person. 

How does one get out of the trap? If he says, "No, I think I am 
wrong," he makes himself a hypocrite and Jesus a liar- seeing it 
was Jesus who said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved." 

If he says, "Yes, I think I am right and every one who disagrees 
is wrong," he makes himself the standard for what is right, which 
is dangerous and false - maybe arrogant. Besides, he turns people 
off, which is what the opposition wants. 

The solution is not to go on this wild goose chase, but to point 
back to the absolute standard of what is true - which is, of 
course, the Bible. The question is not what do I say or think, but 
what does the Bible teach. I could be wrong. The Bible cannot be 
wrong. 

The authors of The Crux of the Matter go so far as to belittle 
the mighty missionary effort of the church following World War II 
(pp. 23-24). They repeat their blunder by saying that the evange
lism that projected the church into the fastest growing religious in
stitution in the world was motivated by the conviction that "we 
were the only ones who understood and practiced the Christian 
message rightly" (p. 23). 

Of course, these ACU professors are wrong. Biblically in
formed people never made such a claim. It is true that the Bible is 
right and everything that disagrees with the Bible is wrong. 

The reasoning should go something like this: 
1. The Bible is inerrant in its original manuscripts. 
2. We have reliable translations of the Bible in many lan

guages. 
3. The Bible teaches that baptism is necessary to salvation and 

involves i~mersion and resurrection (Rom. 6:4, Col. 2:12, 
Acts 2:38). 

4. Anything that disagrees with this is incorrect and will not 
save. 

5. Only truth will make one free from the bondage of sin 
(John 8:32). 

If people do not understand this and consequently have not 
obeyed the gospel of salvation, then it is necessary to "Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved. He that disbelieveth shall 
be condemned" (See 2 Thess. 1:8). 

This same reasoning will apply to grace, faith, repentance, 
confession of Jesus as Lord, apostasy, organization of the church, 
music in assembly-worship, role of women, homosexuality, abor
tion ... and all other Bible subjects. 

The ACU professors condemn the church that nurtured them 
as exclusivist, and say that our exclusivism began to crumble when 
(1) many became uncomfortable with a judgmental spirit, (2) 
Scripture calle_d some of our beliefs into question, and (3) in
creased contact with people in other groups forced us to re-evalu-
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ate our relationship with them (p. 24). 
Whoa! Not so fast! These three items are un

documented assertions. Let's zero in on the second 
item. Will Doctors Reese, Foster, and Childers please 
give proof to support their claim? 

What Bible teaching was called into question? 
This may be a good area for us to engage the profes
sors' invitation to open and free discussion. 

We accept the challenge. Name the doctrine of 
the New Testament that was called into question and 
let us examine it. Are you talking about salvation, 
service, organization, worship, character, or what? 

If you will name the topic, we will be happy to 
consider it, and whatever the Bible teaches on the 
subject, we will cheerfully accept. In the nature of 
the magnificent and magnetic restoration plea this is 
required and will be honored. . 

Items one and three of the reasons "our 
exclusivsim began to crumble" are non-issues, and 
purely subjective. If an atheist exhibits a greater love 
than some benighted Christian, does that prove that 
unbelief is right and faith is sin? 

The Crux of the Matter claims that some people 
~ in denominations evidenced "more Christian virnies 
than some of us" is worthless. It si'desteps the Bible 
standard in favor of an emotional yardstick. It asserts 
what it cannot prove. It is highly judgmental - the 
very thing these ACU doctors belittle - and it exon
erates men like James Dobson and John Stott, and 
condemns men like David Lipscomb and N.B. Hard
eman. 

Come on, guys, can't you see that the issue is not 
over men but over Bible teaching? Besides, you cast 
yourselves as critics - and no monument has ever 
been erected to a faultfinder. Or, as Alexander Pope 
once observed, "The bookful blockhead, ignorantly 
read, with loads of learned lumber in his head." 

I'm just wondering, my dear brother, when you 
condemn others as judgmental, if that does not make 
you judgmental, and therefore self-condemned? You 
trounce people for trouncing people. 

Let us rise. above that and direct our attention to 
what the Bible teaches. Surely, here is an area where 
we can have profitable discussion. 

Now, if you ask me if I judge others, my answer 
is yes (See 1 Cor. 6:2-3). I do not hesitate to judge
though with kindness and civility - because there is 
no other way to be consistent. 

In other words, if a man says that being judgmen
tal is sin, then, he is obligated, by his assertion, to be 
silent - only that and nothing more. 
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If he says anything, he is self-condemned. He 
cannot even say that something is right, because that, 
too, is a judgment. If you really think that being 
judgmental is sin, then keep your mouth shut. 

(The review of The Crux of the Matter will con
tinue in future issues of the Firm Foundation, but as a 
separate column and not as an editorial.) 
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The Reigning King 
(continued from page 1) 

and "they reign" with Jesus "upon the earth" (Rev. 
5:10, ASV), not "will reign upon the earth" (Rev. 
5:10, NASB, NIV), not "shall reign upon the earth" 
(Rev. 5:10, KJV, NKJV). All Christians are "kings 
[and queens]," (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; Kjv, NKJV), who ex
ercise their status as kings and queens by refusing to 
"let sin reign in" their "mortal bodies" (Rom. 6:12). 

Jesus and Circumcision 
It was written "in Moses' law" that if a woman con
ceive seed, and bear a man-child, then in the eighth 
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised 
(Lev. 12:2-3). 

After Jesus had nailed Moses' law to his cross 
(Col. 2:14), now all people are under Christ's law (1 
Cor. 9:21). Under Christ's law, not male babies but 
all Christians, both men and women, are told: 

You were circumcised by him without hands: 
Christ's circumcision strips off the sins of the 
flesh. You were buried with him in immersion, in 
which also you were raised with him through 
faith in the working of God who raised him 
from the dead (Col. 2: 11-12). 

Consequently, under Christ's law, "circumcision 
is that of the heart, in the spirit not in the letter; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God (Rom. 2:29). 

Under Christ's law, Christians have been told to 
Beware of ... outward circumcision. We [Christians] 
are the circumcision, we who serve by the Spirit of 
God, and rejoice in Christ Jesus. We have no confi
dence in the flesh (Phil. 3:2-3). 

Jesus and the Priesthood 
Though there were "twelve tribes of Israel" (Gen. 
49:28), under the law of Moses all priests were to be 
of the tribe of Levi, and of one family in that tribe: 
"Aaron and his sons" (Ex. 29:4-9). Furthermore, we 
read that the Aaronic priesthood was to be "everlast-



ing" an~ "perpetual" (Ex. 29:9; 40:15, KJY, NKJY, 
ASV, NASB), and that a "stranger that comes near 
shall be put to death" (Num. 3:10; 18:7). 

But we also read that a "stranger," Jesus, of the 
tribe of "Judah" (Mic. 5:2; Isa. 11:1; Matt. 2:6; 
Heb. 7:14; Rev. 5:5) God has made "a priest for
ever" (Psa. 110:4; Heb. 7:21), of "which tribe Moses 
said nothing concerning priests" (Heb. 7:14). 

How could the priesthood be exclusively "Leviti
cal" (Heb. 7:11), only be of '~aron and his sons" 
(Ex. 29-4-9), and yet Jesus "of the tribe of Judah" 
(Heb. 7:14) become "a priest forever" (Psa. 110:4; 
Heb. 7:21)? Does the Bible have a contradiction? 

The explanation lies in mistranslations of the 
Hebrew word olam. Its usual meaning is "everlast
ing," as of God's existence (Psa. 90:2; 93 :2), and as 
of Jesus' existence, "whose goings forth are from of 
old, from everlasting,." and who is "the same, yester
day, and for ever" (Mic. 5:2; Heb. 13:8). 

But the Hebrew verb from which olam is derived 
only means "everlasting" in certain contexts, as 
noted above about God and Jesus. Its lexical mean
ing is "hide, conceal" (Gesenius, p. 633 ), and so 
points to a "hidden time" (Gesenius, p. 612), "un
limited but not endless" (Leopold, p. 195), of "in
definite duration" (Davidson, p. 601). 

In regards to time, since olam, excluding con
text, only denotes a period of "indefinite duration," 
the context in which olam appears tells the reader 
how long a period of time is being considered. ror 
example, Jonah, inside the stomach of a "great fish" 
said that the "earth with its bars closed upon me for 
ever" (olam, Jonah 2:6). But actually the duration of 
his olam stay in the fish was "three days and three 
nights" Uonah 1: 17), though he certainly felt that it 
was "for ever." 

In another example, a Hebrew slave, refusing le
gal freedom after six years from a loving master, ask
ing to retain his slave status, had his master to "bore 
his ear through with an awl," then serves his master 
"for ever" (olam, Ex. 21:2-6). In this example the 
"indefinite duration" of olam is that the slave will 
serve his master the rest of his life. 

Similarly, God's plan, "according to the eternal 
purpose ... in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 3:11), was that Jesus 
would become a "priest for ever," not "after the order 
of Aaron" (Psa. 110:4; Heb. 7:11, 21). This means 
that olam, in reference to the exclusive Aaronic priest
hood, translated as "everlasting" and "perpetual" (Ex. 
29:9; 40: 15), is mistranslated. The word olam in Exo
dus 29:9; 40:15 does not contradict Jesus' priesthood 

if it is translated "unlimited but not endless" 
(Leopold, p. 195). The "all" of Exodus 40:15 in the 
NIV is not in the Hebrew text. Its omission leaves a 
translation that harmonizes with the lexical definition 
of olam: "a priesthood for their generations of indefi
nite duration" (Davidson, p. 601). 

The olam "statute" of Exodus 29:9 God did not 
plan to be "perpetual" (as in the KJV, NKJY, ASV. 
NASB), but only a "statute" to last until Jesus be
came a "priest forever" (Psa. 110:4; Heb. 7:21). 
Necessarily there was "a change of the law" because 
the Aaronic priesthood was "changed" (Heb. 7:12) 
when Jesus "erased the handwriting, with its decrees, 
that was against us, and took it out of the way, nail
ing it to the cross" (Col. 2:14). 

Furthermore, the olam "priesthood" of Exodus 
40:15 God did not plan to be "everlasting" (as in the 
KJY, NKJY, ASV, NASB), but only a "priesthood" to 
last until Jesus became a "priest forever" (Psa. 110:4; 
Heb. 7:21). 

Another "change of the law" (Heb. 7:12), show
ing that the translation of olam as "perpetual" and 
"everlasting" (Ex. 29:9; 40: 15), is incorrect is that 
the law restricting the priesthood to males of Aaron's 
family (Ex. 29 :4-9) now has been changed (Heb. 
7: 12), making all Christians of all families on the 
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earth, both male and female, now a "dedicated 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices to God 
through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 2:5). 

The sacrifices of Christian priests are not burnt 
offerings of sheep or goats (Lev. 1:10) but of (1) 
church contributions, "a fragrant aroma, an accept
able sacrifice, well-pleasing to God" (Phil. 4:15-18); 
(2) other contributions, "sharing, for with such sacri
fices God is well pleased" (Heb. 13:16); (3) going 
about "doing good" (Heb. 13:16); (4) sacrifices "of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips 
which make confession to his name" (He b. 13: 15); 
and of (5) "your bodies as living sacrifices, dedicated 
and well pleasing to God, which is your spiritual ser
vice" (Rom. 12:1). 

Whereas the Old Testament priests (always of the 
tribe of Levi, He b. 7 :5), were never kings, and Old 
Testament kings were never priests (cf. Uzziah's pre
sumption, 2 Chron. 26:16-21), beginning with 
David (always of the tribe of Judah [2 Sam. 2:4; Psa. 
78:68-70]), New Testament priests, both men and 
women, are called "a royal priesthood" (1 Pet. 2:9), 
being made "kings [and queens] and priests for our 
God, and they reign with Christ (Rev. 17:14) now on 
the earth (Rev. 1:6; 5:10). The KJV and the NKJV 
err in saying that "they shall reign on the earth." 
Christians now reign on the earth over "sin" in their 
"mortal bodies" (Rom. 6: 12). Instead of Christian 
kings and queens waiti~g to reign with Christ for a 
thousand years on this earth, there is no promise that 
Jesus will ever set a foot on this earth again, but 
there is a definite promise that Christians will "meet 
the Lord in the air" and "will always be with the 
Lord!" (1 Thess. 4: 17). 

Jesus and the Passover 

The Israelites were instructed to kill an unblemished 
lamb, "a male a year old" (Ex. 12:5) on the 14th day 
of Abib (April), "at the going down of the sun" 
(Deut. 16:6), and to put the blood on the two side 
posts and the headpiece of their doors (Ex. 12:7). 
The lamb was to be roasted and eaten with unleav
ened bread {"the bread of affliction") and "bitter 
herbs" that night (Deut. 16:3; Ex. 12:8). 

The Lord promised that, as he passed through 
the land to smite the Egyptians "at midnight," when 
"I see the blood, I will pass over you," and not allow 
"the destroyer" to enter that house (Ex. 12:13, 23, 
29). 

So the Passover Feast was begun, and the Israel
ites were commanded to "keep this ordinance in its 
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season from year to year" (Exodus 13:10), saying to 
their children: 

It is the sacrifice of Jehovah's passover, who 
passed over the houses of the children of Israel, 
when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our 
houses (Ex. 12:26-27). 

This "day" became a "memorial," a "feast to 1 eho
vah" (Ex. 12:14) "by an unlimited (olam) ordinance" 
(Ex. 12:14). But "in the fullness of time" (Gal. 4:4), 
"according to the eternal purpose" (Eph. 3:11), Jesus 
appeared as a planned replacement of the Passover 
lamb, becoming "the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world" Qohn 1 :29). Yes, in "the plan of 
the mystery, hidden for ages in God" (Eph. 3 :9), Jesus 
became "our Passover Lamb" (1 Cor. 5 :7). · --. 

As no bones of the Passover lamb were broken 
(Ex. 12:46; Num. 9:12), so it was predicted that no 
bones would be broken in the body of "our Passover 
Lamb" (Psa. 34:20; John 19:36). 

The Israelites, in their annual Passover "memo
rial," through 1,500 years from the days of Moses, 
remembered that their ancestors walked "out from 
the land qf Egypt" in "a nighr io be much observed" 
(Ex. 12:Ji, 17, 37, 42). So Christians now honor in 
a weekly memorial their "Passover Lamb" (Acts 
20:7; 1 Cor. 5:7). Their "Passover Lamb" has re
quested, "Do this in memory of me" (1 Cor. 11 :24-
25). Thus the Old Testament Passover Feast, by 
God's plan, is "fulfilled in the kingdom of God" 
when Christians in the Lord's Supper "eat and 
drink," said Jesus, "at my table in my kingdom" 
(Luke 22:16, 30; 1 Cor. 11:20). 
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Another Look at Paradise 
By Bruce Curd 

Paradise is "a word probably of Persian origin 
meaning a royal park. It is used but three 
times in the Heb Scriptures where it is vari

ously rendered 'an orchard' (Song of Solomon 4:13);' 
'a forest' (Neh. 2:8) (RV margin 'park'); Eccl. 2:5 
where it is in the plural (AV 'orchards,' RV 'parks'). 
But it was early introduced into the Greek language, 
being made specially familiar by Xenophon upon his 
return from the expedition of Cyrus the Younger to 
Babylonia" (The International Standard Bible Ency
clopedia, Vol. rv, p. 2346). 

Could it be that the meaning often applied to our 
Lord's promise to the thief, "This day thou shalt be 
with the in paradise," is wrong? (Luke 23:43). 

The term is given at least eight different mean
ings besides heaven, namely: park, garden, top gal
lery, utopia, balcony, preserve, bliss, pleasance (Cf. 
Roget's International Thesaurus, p. 1035, Third Edi
tion). 

It is usually accepted that the word paradise in 2 
Corinthians 12:4 and Revelation 2:7 refers to the fi
nal reward of the saved. 

Now, let us look at Luke 23:43, where Jesus 
promised paradise to the dying robber. 

The denominational interpretation is that the 
Christ told the robber they would both go directly to 
the heaven that is the dwelling place of God that day. 
This understanding is patently wrong as John 20:17 
proves. 

Many brethren teach that the robber, though ear
lier railing against the Lord, became penitent and 
that the Savior promised he would go to the place of 
the righteous dead that day, and to the heaven of 
eternal salvation eventually. 

Jesus used the word paradise in his statement to 
the thief in a different sense than Paul when he spoke 
of being caught up into the third heaven, or John 
when he spoke of the "paradise of God" (2 Cor. 
12:2, 4, Rev. 2:7). 

The thief said "Jesus, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom" (Luke 23:42). What king
dom did this man have in mind? 

The apostles expected Jesus to establish a mate
rial kingdom like that of David (Matt. 18:1; 20:21; 

Acts 1 :6). The people, filled with fish and bread, 
wanted to force a crown on Jesus' head, and would 
have attempted to do so had he not escaped Uohn 
6:15). This was the conception of his kingdom of 
those who followed Jesus closely for more than three 
years. They were still looking for the return of the 
glory years of the great king David, and expected 
Messiah to restore the power and authority of na
tional Israel. 

There can be no salvation without repentance 
(Luke 13 :3-5). Luke records nothing that would in
dicate the thief changed his mind. The dying thief 
merely affirms that Jesus is innocent while he and his 
cohort are being justly punished. Matthew and Mark 
inform us that both thieves reviled Jesus (Matt. 
27:44; Mark 15:32). 

The argument for the salvation of the thief 
hinges on the use Jesus made of the word paradise in 
Luke 23:43 

Brother A.G. Freed said: 

The reply of the Savior is a rebuke to the thief. 
Paraphrasing: 'No, sir. You have a misconcep
tion of the kingdom or church I came to build. I 
am to be king of my kingdom. For this purpose 
came I into the world. But I am going by the way 
of the cross. I am going to die. You, too, will die. 
Today you will be with me in the spirit land, in 
hades' (Chapel Talks, pp. 186-187). 

Jesus did not go to the Heavenly Father the day 
he died upon the cross. After Jesus rose from the 
dead he told Mary that he had not yet "ascended 
unto the Father." He was in paradise on the day of 
his death, but on the day of his resurrection he had 
not yet ascended to the Father Oohn 20:17; Luke 
23:43). 

From reading the three gospel accounts, there is 
no indication that the thief was saved, or even 
asked to be saved. He was mocking and reviling 
Jesus in the words that he used, as both Mat
thew and Mark declare. Jesus simply answered 
him in kind (Clem Thurman, Gospel Minutes, 
Oct. 16, 1998). 
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The Tree of Life 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Revelation 2:7 says, "He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches; To him that overcometh will I give 

to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God." 

We die physically because Adam sinned. When 
Paul wrote "as in Adam all die," he was talking about 
physical death (1 Cor. 15 :22). 

Let us now examine some Bible facts, and re-ex
amine some of our assumptions. Adam died, not sim
ply because he sinned, but because, having sinned, he 
was driven from the garden where he could not con
tinue to eat of the tree of life and live on (Gen. 3:23). 
If his basic nature was that he was incapable of dying 
at that time, and only became capable of dying when 
he ate of the fruit, then his basic nature was changed 
by his sin, and Calvin's conclusions have some merit. 
If his basic nature was that he was a mortal, subject 
to death, then he could have died. The fact that 
those who came after him also died would not indi
cate that it was because they inherited his "fallen na
ture." It would simply indicate that they die for the 
same reason he died. It was because he no longer had 
access to the tree of life. 

If you conclude that his sin changed his basic na
ture, then a few questions deserve an answer, which I 
have never received. First, when we have become 
partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1 :4) and have 
purified our souls in obeying the truth (1 Pet. 1:22) 
does that change our basic nature? Did that change 
us from being mortals to being immortal? If we 
change our basic nature when we purify our souls, is 
that nature transmitted to our offspring? If one can 
inherit a sinful nature from Adam, why cannot one 
inherit a divine nature from a Christian parent? If we 
sin because we are born inclined to sin as a result of a 
"fallen nature" why did Adam sin without that incli
nation? Where do we find anything that suggests 
that Adam's sin made his descendents more inclined 
to sin than he was? 

Let us examine in more detail the assumption 
that before Adam sinned he was immortal, and when 
he sinned he lost that nature and became mortal. 
Note carefully: Genesis 3:22-24 tells us that God 
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drove him out of the garden "lest he should take also 
of the tree of life and live forever." This clearly 
shows that the fact that he could now die (was mor
tal) did not result from the fact that he had sinned, 
but from the fact that he no longer had access to the 
tree of life. That is, it was not inherent in his nature 
that he was immortal until he sinned, then lost his 
immortality. The nature of his body was not what 
caused him to have to die. It only gave him the capa
bility of dying. The sentence of death only made cer
tain that which was already possible. God had made 
provision that as long as he was in the Garden of 
Eden doing what God told him to do, he had access 
to the tree of life that was pleasant to the sight and 
good for food (Gen. 2:9). Also, it was no sin to want 
those things, for God provided them for their wel
fare and happiness. 

It may be interesting to note that 1 Timothy 6: 16 
indicates that God alone has inherent immortality. 
No verse in the Bible says or suggests that mankind 
ever had that as a part of his nature. But 1 Corin
thians 15:33-34 tells us that we will put on immor
tality when we are resurrected as saints of God. 

The Bible picture is at every point that we die be
cause of Adam, but we will be raised because of Christ. 
However, it is not that we die because we inherit a 
fallen nature. Although Romans 5 is one of the most 
difficult passages in the Bible, surely we can know that 
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Romans 5: 12 does not say physical death came unto 
all men because everyone, even babies, have sinned. 
Spiritual death comes to all men when they sin, just as 
it did in Adam's case. Romans 5:18-19 shows that 
what we get unconditionally because of Adam's sin, 
we get unconditionally because of Christ's righteous
ness. The physical death that we suffer because we do 
not have access to the tree of life will be given back to 
us through Christ when we accept his gracious gift in 
obedience to the gospel. The spiritual death we suffer 
because of our own sin will be replaced by the spiritual 
life in Christ (2 Tim. 1:10). 

It is both logical and scriptural for us to conclude 
that the body that Adam had before sin was so con
stituted that he could have died, for he was made 
from dust and to dust returned. All of the specula
tions of theologians that his body was so corrupted 
that it now had "the germ of death in it," and his de
scendents would inherit that corrupted body have no 
basis in the scripture but came largely through the 
false theology of Calvin. His body had the same na
ture after he sinned as it did before, for he could 
have died before he sinned if he had failed to eat of 
the tree of life. We cannot but wonder about the as
sumptions that all death resulted from Adam's sin if 
those who assume that would assume that no animal 
would have died and that the big fish that live by eat
ing the small fish would have survived on sea weed. 
The Bible speaks of "our mortal flesh" and it appears 
logical and scriptural that all flesh was mortal. All 
plants and fleshly beings were born to die, not be
cause of Adam's sin but because God so planned it. 

We suffer the consequences of death as a result of 
Adam's sin and his banishment from the garden for 
the same reason that any one may suffer the conse
quences of another's sin. No one to my knowledge 
has been able to name one quality in the physical or 
spiritual nature of man that Adam did not have be
fore he sinned. He was capable of physical death and 
God allowed that to transpire as a sentence for what 
he had done. He was capable of spiritual death, but 
did not suffer the consequence until he sinned. We 
have the same qualities, both physically and spiritu
ally when we are born, that Adam had before he 
sinned. We may raise the question, "How is it consis
tent or right for physical consequences of an act to 
be visited upon the children?" The question should 
not be asked in doubt that it is so, for we see it hap
pen regularly. The Bible teaches that it has happened 
and will happen even to the third and fourth genera
tion (Ex. 20:5). A drunken driver wrecks his car and 

his children suffer the physical consequences of his 
act. We. do not have space in this article to deal with 
the justice of it. Yet, in no case does the Bible suggest 
that the spiritual consequences of a father's sins are 
visited on the children. The child is never punished 
for being drunk because his father was, nor does any
one ever inherit guilt of anything. Ezekiel 18:20 
surely makes this plain. "The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father." 

My primary point in starting this article was to 
emphasize that in our awareness of the fact that 
Adam died as result of his sin, we may have assumed 
that millions have assumed - that we not only die as 
a result of his sin, but have inherent weakness and 
sinful tendencies as a result of a "fallen nature" we 
inherited from him. We have never heard a theolo
gian or Bible student of any kind tell us whether this 
"nature" is our physical nature or spiritual nature. If 
it is physical, what do we have in our physical nature 
that is inherently sinful? If it is spiritual, how is it 
"fallen" since God is the father of our spirits (Heb. 
12:9) and he is the one who gave them to us (Ecc. 
12:7). Nor have we heard of anyone who can ex
plain with any clarity why we could inherit some 
moral weakness as a result of Adam's sin, but could 
not inherit some other moral weakness from some 
other ancestor's sin, or moral strength from a righ
teous ancestor. So, we know that Adam did not die 
merely because he sinned. He died because he was 
not allowed to eat of the tree of life. We die for the 
same reason, not because we have received a "dying 
nature" as a result of the fall. 
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But That's Mine! 
By Jimmy Palmer 

Ak yourself the following question: "Is it 
easier for me to give someone an item that I 
count as 'mine,' or is it easier to give that 

same someone an item that is his to begin with, but 
with which I have been entrusted?" Surely your con
clusion is, of course, "I would more easily relinquish 
that which is someone else's to begin with, rather 
than having to give up something that is mine." 

In your life as a Christian, a faithful child of God, 
have you ever considered: "What is mine versus 
what is God's?" Let's make a list with two headings 
-God's and Mine. But before we make any assign
ments, let's first define possession and lay some 
ground rules. "Come now let us reason together" 
said the prophet in Isaiah 1: 18. Let us examine 
God's word - that lamp to our feet and light to our 
path- whereby we gain guidance and understand
ing (Psa. 119:104-105). 

We must first understand the question of how 
one determines ownership before we can make our 
list. One way to determine ownership is to distin
guish items by marking them with an insignia. In 
Mark 13 we see Jesus speak of such when the Phari
sees attempted to trap him in a discussion of whether 
or not one should pay taxes. The Lord said based on 
the fact that the coin bore an image and inscription 
of Caesar, the coin was, then, Caesar's. Has God 
marked what is his? Indeed, he has. In Genesis 1:26-
27 we read that God made mankind in the image and 
likeness of the Godhead. We are made in the very 
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image of God, we bear his image, and based on the 
same reasoning that Christ made with the Pharisees, 
we are his. We are not our own. We are God's. 
Whose image do you bear? 

A second way of understanding ownership is that 
when one makes a thing, it is accepted that the cre
ation then belongs to the one who made it. Should 
you build a house, or a boat, or a paper airplane, 
would you not say: "Look what I have done ... this 
belongs to me"? In Hebrews 3:4 the principle of 
ownership by building is addressed, and we know 
that "He who built all things is God." The inspired 
psalmist recorded in Psalm 24: 1-2 that the earth, all 
its fullness, all who dwell therein is the Lord's, for he 
has made it all. The incredible creation itself both 
bears the markings of, and declares the glory of a 
true and living God (Psa. 19: 1). Who made you? 

Another way of determining ownership is 
through purchase. When you buy something you 
rightfully consider it as your own. Ownership takes 
place after you exchange something of value (com
monly money today) for something else of value, 
such as goods or services. What does the Bible say 
God has purchased? Acts 20:28 tells us that God has 
purchased the church (see also Eph. 1:14). And with 
what did he purchase it? The blood of his only be
gotten Son was given in exchange (1 Pet. 1:18-19; 
Heb. 9:11-12). The Lord our God paid a price none 
of us could pay in order to "redeem us from every 
lawless deed and purify for himself his own special 
people, zealous for good work" (Titus 2:13-14). 
Who paid the price for you? 

Now that we have shed the light of God's word 
on our question of ownership, shall we make the 
list? Is that still necessary? Did we not conclude that 
all of mankind is God's, for he made it in his image? 
Did we not determine that the earth and everything 
in it is God's, for he made it? Did we not learn that 
the church of Christ (the name itself implies owner
ship) is his, for he bought it with his blood? What, 
then is left? Of course, not a thing is left which we 
might call our own. Our side of the list is blank. 

So, what are we to make of this study? We can 
know and understand that everything is God's. We 



can know that he has entrusted each of us with that 
which we are to use to his glory (Matt. 25 :14-30; 
Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Pet. 1:3-4). Call to remembrance the 
initial question I posed: "Is it easier for me to give 
someone an item that I count as mine, or is it easier 
to give that same someone an item that is theirs to 
begin with but with which I have been entrusted?" I 
believe the scriptures make it crystal clear that you 
are "not your own" (1 Cor. 6:19-20). We must un
derstand that all we claim as "mine" is really "on 
loan from God," to be used to his glory. Are you 
ready to follow the example of the Macedonians as 
"they first gave themselves to the Lord" as recorded 
in 2 Corinthians 8? Will you, this day, choose to give 
yourself and all with which you've been entrusted so 
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Back to Basics 
By Jack P. Lewis 

Born Again 
In American language the claim to be a "born-again 
Christian" is considered to be the ultimate in Chris
tian claims. Implied is that there are Christians who 
are not born again. Usually some emotional experi
ence one has had that he considers has terminated 
past undesirable behavior and inaugurated new dedi
cation is being spoken of. It is usually an experience 
apart from one's initially becoming a Christian. 

A man once described his new birth experience 
to me. He was out behind the barn when the Holy 
Spirit hit him. He tingled all over with the tingling 
going out his fingers and toes. He immediately 
started shouting. He was really shaken, however, 
when instead of congratulating him I asked him if he 
had ever read about anything like that in the New 
Testament. Another person who had been profligate 
described his experience as having taken place in a 
hotel room in Jerusalem. It resulted in his becoming 
a television evangelist. 

Feelings or emotional experiences are never cited 
or appealed to in the New Testament as evidence 
that a person has been born again. People who came 
to obedience rejoiced, but the rejoicing is a conse
quence of their new understanding and relationship, 
not the essence of it or the evidence of it. Feelings 
are totally dependent on the information a person 
has and usually are completely colored by the mores 
of the community he is identified with. Jacob could 
not have been more distressed if Josep~ad actually 
been dead; but Joseph was not dead. Timothy's tears 
could not have been bitterer had Paul been dead; but 
Paul was alive (Acts 14:19; 2 Tim. 1:4). 

The people of Pentecost became a glad people 
praising God after their obedience (Acts 2:46-4 7), 
but there is no hint that they supposed these emo
tions were a new birth. The Ethiopian after baptism 
went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8:39). The Philippian 
jailer rejoiced with all his household that he had be
lieved in God; but that was after he had been bap
tized (Acts 16:31-34), not after a further or different 
emotional experience. 

The terminology born again is based on the King 
James Version's rendering of Jesus' wording to 
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Nicodemus in the Gospel of John: "Except a man be 
born again [anothen] he cannot see the kingdom of 
God" Uohn 3:3). But also involved is the wording of 
1 Peter 1:23: "Being born again (anagegennemenos), 
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." 

The term second birth of which we sing at Christ
mas time does not actually occur in scripture but has 
been coined to express a theological concept. The 
Gospel of John does say, "But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God; who were born, not of blood not of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God" 
Uohn 1:10-13). There is no hint, however, that be
coming children of God is separated in time or event 
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from being born of God. One is not encouraged by 
this verse to suppose that he becomes a child of God 
by one process and that sometime later by a different 
experience he is born of God. It is only one process 
that is being described. This passage does not encour
age the type of thinking where one group of people 
are children of God and then a specially blessed group 
are born again children of God. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus at night with compli
ments, "We know that you are a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless 
God is with him." Jesus' reply to this ruler of the Jews 
who considered himself one of God's chosen people 
was, "Unless one is born anew, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God." Being in the Jewish family (a de
scendant of Abraham) was not enough. Keeping the 
law carefully would not accomplish it. 

The Greek term used by Jesus is anothen, which 
has two possible meanings. One is "again" and the 
other is "from above" (cf. John 3:31; 19:11, 23). The 
Gospel of John is characterized by use of terms of two 
possible meanings. The misunderstanding of the term 
by the hearer sets the teaching situation as the misun
derstanding is corrected. This passage of John 3:3 is of 
that sort. 

Nicodemus took the term to mean "again" as is 
done in the KJV and thereby accepted by a large group 
of readers in modern times. The term "born-again 
Christian" makes that obvious. To Nicodemus, the 
teacher seemed to be speaking in riddles. He knew 
that a full-grown man could not enter his mother's 
womb to be born again. Physically speaking, birth, 
like death, is a one-time experience. The confusion 
allowed Jesus to explain his meaning. One must be 
born of water and Spirit ijohn 3 :5). Both elements are 
involved in what "born anothen [from above]" meant. 
They are both. controlled by one preposition ex. 

Jesus, speaking of physical birth, proceeded to say 
that what is born of the flesh is flesh. He and 
Nicodemus were not speaking of the same thing when 
he spoke of "again" [or "from above"]. Jesus was con
trasting birth of the flesh (natural birth) and birth -of 
the Spirit. Earlier in this Gospel the writer (as we have 
already pointed out) spoke of those "who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God" ijohn 1: 13). But Jesus does not in 
the conversation with Nicodemus drop the figure of 
speech and explain what it is to be born of water and 
spirit. He does use a plural Greek form for "you" 
(hymas; v. 7) making the obligation wider than merely 
one for Nicodemus. A few verses further the writer 

speaks of baptism by Jesus and baptism by John the 
baptist ijohn 3:22-23 ). 

Jesus also emphasizes the obligation in John 3:7 
with the words, "You must be born anew." A "must" 
(dei) duty was not optional. A statement like "You 
must stop at the red light" does not give one the op
tion of stopping or not stopping as he pleases. Nei
ther does "You must be born from above!" 

Modern confusion arises when people begin to 
make "born of water" to mean the physical birth by 
which one en~ers the world, and born of the Spirit to 
be an emotional experience one goes through that 
leads him to a different sort of life from that he has 
led before. Some try to jump-start this experience by 
the mourner's bench activity or the altar call and 
prayer. Some may speak in a proof texting way of a 
"second blessing" one receives (cf. 2 Cor. 1: 15) 
though the passage used is not at all speaking of what 
it is made to describe. But on Pentecost those who 
were led to be baptized by the Spirit-directed word 
spoken by Peter were promised the gift of the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 2:38). The gift is the Holy Spirit itself. 
God gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey him 
(Acts 5:32; Rom. 5:5). 
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The change in the life of a person by which he 
moves kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of 
God's Son (Col. 1:13) is described in the New Testa
ment by the use of numerous figures. Paul speaks of 
one's being "reconciled to God" (2 Cor. 5 :20; Col. 
1:22), of his "adoption" (Gal. 4:5; cf. Rom. 8:23), of 
his being "transferred" (Col. 1:13), of his being 
"made alive" (Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13), and of his being 
made a "new creature" (2 Cor. 5: 17). The new cre
ation is what matters (Gal. 6:15). He becomes a new 
born babe (1 Pet. 2:2; cf. Heb. 5:13-14); he has 
changed clothes (Eph. 4:17-22), putting off the old 
man and putting Christ (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). 

The birth figure (taking all the allusions) begins 
with the implanting of the seed. To be born of God 
one must receive the implanted word, which is able 
to save the soul ijames 1 :21). The seed in jesus' par
able is the word of God (Luke 8:11; cf. 1 Pet. 1:23 ). 
The word has been given under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit. Paul had become the Corinthian's father 
through the gospel he taught (1 Cor. 4:15). The 
Spirit of God operates through the gospel. The 
sword of the Spirit is the word of God (Eph 6:17). 
"Go preach" was the Lord's commission to his 
apostles. Paul had become Onesimus's father during 
Paul's imprisonment (Phil. 10). 

Jesus had threatened "Unless you repent you will 
perish (Luke 13: 1-5). Apostolic preaching called on 
people everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). jesus 
taught that one must turn and become like a little 
child (Matt. 18:3; Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17). Repen
tance comes before one is brought forth in new life. 
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The consequences of being born anew are set 
forth in the Epistles. Peter writes to Christian people 
as those "born anew" (anagennesa$) to a living hope 
(1 Pet. 1:3). The First Epistle of john has a great deal 
to say about those born of God. Such a person does 
not sin (1 john 3:9; 5:18), God's nature abides in 
him (1 john 3:9). The one who loves is born of God 
(1 John 4:7-8). The one who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ is born of God (1 john 5:1). He over
comes the world (1 john 5:4). The one born of God 
[the Christ] keeps him (1 john 5:18). 

The Greek language has tiktein for the bearing of 
a child (Matt. 1:21, 25), but also uses the verb 
(gennan) in various forms for the role both of the fa
ther (Matt. 1:2; etc.) and of the mother (Matt. 
11: 11; Gal. 4:23) in the natural birth process. 
Hence, there is no linguistic basis for a distinction 
between "begotten" which the ASV used in these 
'passages and "born" which the KJV used. Any meta
phor can be elaborated in details beyond what the 
user of it had in mind. 

In asking what jesus meant by being born of wa
ter and Spirit, surely one must not overlook what 
Paul said about "the washing of regeneration and the 
renewal of the Holy Spirit (Tit. 3 :5). It was by this 
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process that . the people had been saved. Was the 
washing of regeneration an emotional experience 
they had been through, or was it a matter of obedi
ence to the commands the Lord had given? The Lord 
became the source of salvation to all who obey him 
(Heb. 5:9). What is the washing of regeneration? 
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of 
people who have their hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and their bodies washed with pure 
water (Heb. 10:22). Is there anything in the Chris
tian system connected with water other than bap
tism? The Lord cleansed the church by the washing 
of water with the word (Eph. 5 :26). The Corinthians 
had in the past done vile sins, but Paul says of them, 
"You were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6: 11). One should re
member the summary of Paul's work in Corinth: 
"Many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and 
were baptized" (Acts 18:8). 

Is it not worth considering that in the account of 
the apostolic preaching as reported in the book of 
Acts there is not one instance of a new birth de
scribed in emotional terms comparable to those now 
claimed by "born again Christians"? Is it not strange 
that nothing comparable to the "praying through 
process" is narrated? Is it not strange that Ananias 
said to Saul, '1\nd now why do you wait? Rise and be 
baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his 
name" (Acts 22:16). If his sins had already been re
moved, why does he now need to wash them away? 
Is it not strange that in the accounts of conversion in 
the Acts of the Apostles in every instance the story 
ends with a description of the baptism of the con
cerned individual? 

Modern people dismiss the command of baptism 
with the slur that insistence on its essentiality is 
teaching "baptismal regeneration." But in New Tes
tament language, baptism is the way one gets into 
Christ where salvation is (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). One 
can pretend faith, he can falsely claim to have re
pented, and he can go through the motions of bap
tism insincerely. But he also can claim emotional ex
periences falsely. Jesus spoke of those who say, 
"Lord, Lord," but who are rejected as not known by 
the Lord (Matt. 7:22-23). The insincerity of some 
·does not remove the obligation. 

People can reject baptism as the means of regen
eration and claim that it is only a sign of what has 
taken place. But they cannot find that sort of descrip
tion in scripture. Peter's description was a compari-

son with the flood, and he said, "Baptism, which cor
responds to this, saves you ... as an appeal to God for 
a clear conscience" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

Hearing the gospel, believing it, repenting of 
sins, and being buried with the Lord in baptism and 
raised to walk in the newness of life (Rom. 6:4) is 
what being born of water and Spirit is. This is the be
ing born from above of which Jesus spoke to 
Nicodemus. Such a person has changed his clothes. 
He has put on Christ. He is a new babe to desire the 
milk of the word to grow to ultimate salvation (1 Pet. 
2:2; cf. 1 Cor. 3 :2). Rather than the new birth being 
a second experience or being the ultimate in Chris
tian experience, it is the entrance level of life. From 
his beginning, one should strive on for maturity. 

1000 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38117 
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Is Suicide Always a Sentence to Hell? 
By Brad Harrub 

There is, within the church, a group of people 
commonly neglected, overlooked, and sel
dom discussed. Occasionally they may receive 

help through a benevolence program, or may be 
housed in a special shelter for adults, but aside from 
that they are quietly and conveniently outcast, not 
mentioned in sermons, and often unwelcome in 
church buildings. They are the mentally ill. 

Current estimates reveal that 22.1 percent of 
Americans ages 18 and older -about 1 in 5 adults -
suffer from a diagnosable mental disorder in a given 
year (Regier, et al., 1993). According to the National 
Institutes of Mental Health, when applied to the 1998 
U.S. Census residential population estimate this figure 
translates to 44.3 million people. Of these, many can 
be further diagnosed with severe mental illnesses -
those possessing unstable neural chemistry to the de
gree that the individual is unable to function in society 
or distinguish right from wrong. 

So where do these individuals find themselves in 
the light of God's word? Are they walking "in the 
light," or has their lack of obedience to the gospel 
caused them to place their immortal souls in danger? 
We teach - accurately - that murder is sin and that 
suicide leaves an individual in a poor relationship 
with God who is the giver of life (Acts 17 :25). 

We correctly teach our young people the impor
tance of not corrupting or physically damaging their 
physical bodies. 

What about the precious soul of an individual 
who is ravaged with a disease such as schizophrenia 
and who prematurely ends his or her life? Or what 
about those individuals who bring pain and destruc
tion to their own bodies through an overdose of 
pills, or a sharp blade against the skin? Are we ready 
to stand tall in the pulpit and proclaim these indi
viduals lost, just because they appear physically ma
ture? 

In evaluating the eternal salvation of these spe
cial individuals, we need to assess what ability they 
possess to obey God's law. If, in doing so, we deem 
that they are unable to discern right from wrong, 
how, then, can we hold them accountable? If the 
neuronal chemicals responsible for moral conscien-
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tiousness are physiologically unstable, then it is be
yond the individual's capability to observe the edicts 
found in the New Testament. 

We commonly hear the phrase "age of account
ability" within the church in reference to young 
people who have traversed from a "safe innocent" 
state into a position of being responsible to God 
for their actions. Aside from age and physical matu
rity, is someone that is mentally handicapped any 
different from the young child? Neither has the 
capability of knowing and carrying out the com
mands of God. Does that change God's expecta
tions? No it does not. God does not change. But does 
this mental handicap change their status in God's 
eyes? Most assuredly! The mentally ill possess a 
"safe" status when it comes to their salvation, just as 
young children do. 

Infants and young children have not sinned, and 
thus have no need for repentance. Furthermore, they 
often are of such a young age that believing and con
fessing the name of Christ is impossible. Thus, as the 
examples in the New Testament demonstrate, chil
dren are not candidates to be buried with Jesus 
Christ in baptism for the remission of sins. While 
children do not come into contact with the blood of 
Jesus Christ, their very nature and innocence affords 
them safety in the eyes of the Lord. In fact, Christ 
himself used children as an example when the dis
ciples asked him who was the greatest in the king
dom of heaven: "And he called to him a little child, 
and set him in the midst of them, and said, 'Verily I 
say unto you, Except ye turn, and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom 
of heaven'" (Matt. 18:2-3). 

David, following the death of his son by Baths
heba, ~nformed us that the righteous some day would 
meet up with their children. After learning of the 
child's death, David stated: "But now he is dead, 
wherefore should I fast? Can I bring ltim back again? 
I shall go to him, but he will not return to me" (2 
Sam. 12:23). David knew he one day would see his 
son again - a son that had been afforded a safe con
dition in the eyes of the Lord. 

The mentally ill are no different from this young 



baby. They, too, are unable to comprehend repen
tance and the confession of Christ, and as such are 
not candidates for baptism. However, this does not 
mean that the mentally ill will spend an eternity in 
torment. They, like children, have been granted 
safety in the eyes of God. 

Before you rejoice and assume that you, too, are 
afforded this same safe condition, we must realize that 
science delights in naming a new syndrome or disease. 
This results in medical textbooks that are overflowing 
with official-sounding ailments. As a result, we have 
found ourselves diagnosed with horrific sounding 
syndromes, when in truth our only symptom was a 
hurt toe, a loss of hair, or intestinal discomfort. But 
that official "label" is still penned into your medical 
chart. However, just because you are now the proud 
owner of one of those horrible-sounding diseases, it 
does not negate the fact that you still have an obliga
tion to obey Almighty God. The diseases under discus
sion here are those diseases that affect the mental well 
being of an individual to the point that they are inca
pable of functioning (i.e. schizophrenia, autism, 
Down's syndrome, dementia). 
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The mentally ill in our community are a very spe
cial group of people - a people who possess souls 
and are important to God. As Christians, we should 
strive not only to minister to these, God's children, 
bur to teach and preach on these things as well. 
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(Brad Harrub earned his doctorate in anatomy 
and neurobiology from the College of Medicine at the 
University of Tennessee in Memphis. He is a member 
of the Society for Neuroscience, and was listed in the 
2000 edition of Who's Who Among Scientists andRe
searchers. Dr. Harrub is the author or co-author of 
numerous scientific articles published in referenced 
science journals, and a popular speaker on Christian 
evidences at lectureships, youth rallies, etc. Currently, 
he serves as the Director of Scientific Information at 
Apologetics Press and as associate editor of Reason & 
Revelation, a monthly journal on Christian evi
dences. He and his wife Melinda attend the Eastern 
Meadows Church of Christ in Montgomery, Ala. They 
have one son, Will.) FF 
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Read Your Bible 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

In giant 14-inch letters printed on a banner are the 
words, "Read Your Bible." Such a sign was hung 
on the front of the Rhea County Courthouse at 

Dayton, Tenn., in 1925 during the Scopes Trial 
(called by some the Monkey Trial). A sign with the 
same words is also placed there during the annual re
enactment play of the trial held in the same court
house, which is held each July. It could not stay there 
permanently because objectors would cry separation 
of church and state. 

During the trial the garrulous attorney, Clarence 
Darrow, strenuously objected to the sign. He claimed 
it would prejudice the outcome of the case. He op
posed it because he was an enemy of the Bible. He 
suggested that the biology text, Hunt's Biology, that 
was the adopted text in the school that taught evolu
tion should also have a banner. But the "Read Your 
Bible" banner continued to be displayed. 

Scopes Trial Background 
State Representative of Tennessee, Honorable John 
Washington Butler, became concerned that students 
who were being taught evolution in public institu
tions were leaving their religious moorings. Conse
quently he, without help or advice from anyone, 
drafted House Bill No. 185 in the Tennessee House 
of Representatives and submitted it on Jan. 21, 
1925. 

It would make it "unlawful for any teacher in any 
of the ... public schools of the state ... to teach any 
theory that denies the story of Divine Creation of 
man taught in the Bible, and to teach instead that 
man descended from a lower order of animals." On 
March 13, 1925 the Tennessee Senate concurred 
with the House and Governor Austin Peay signed the 
Butler Act on March 21. 

Shortly the ACLU of New York decided to test 
the law in court. A news release was sent asking for a 
volunteer teacher in Tennessee to participate. Busi
ness leaders of Dayton, Tenn., saw the release and 
plotted to host the trial as a way of boosting a slow 
economy in this mining region. These opportunists 
were able to get John T. Scopes, a teacher in Rhea 
Central High School, to be the defendant. He was is-
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sued a warrant charging him with violating the But
ler Act. 

The trial, which turned out to be a circus and 
have international interest, was scheduled for July of 
1925. The two most prominent lawyers in the case, 
which drew vast crowds and worldwide attention, 
were Clarence Darrow, a famed defense attorney, 
and William Jennings Bryan, renowned politician 
and eloquent orator, the prosecutor. 

After days of haggling and maneuvering the trial 
ended with a guilty verdict of Scopes who was fined 
$100. Later, the Tennessee Supreme Court reversed 
the conviction. 

From 1925 to the present this case is used to at
tack the Bible, attempt to show that the Bible and 
science are contradictory, and that academic freedom 
for teachers was a key issue. Bryan continues to be 
maligned in volume after volume by liberal writers 
and the media. Those who honestly study the tran
script conclude that Bryan deported himself well in 
the support of the Bible. It is said that he believed in 
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the verbal inspiration of the Bible, the deity, virgin 
birth, resurrection and miracles of Christ; and the 
sufficiency of Christ's substitutionary death on the 
cross for our sins. However, he believed in salvation 
by faith only. 

Read Your Bible in the 21st Century 
In the 21st century it is still good to "Read Your 
Bible" for in this unique volume we learn of our Ori
gin, Duty, and Destiny, 

Read Your Bible to Learn 
of the Origin of Man and the Universe 

Millions of dollars are being spent in questionable 
research to try to find the origin of life and the cos
mos. This is superfluous. Already the "Good Book" 
has given the answer so simply stated by inspired 
writers and confirmed by Jesus. The Omnipotent 
God created all things, which we see, and what we 
do not see with the eye. The heavens and earth are 
here which is a fact that cannot be denied. How did 
they get here? We see the rocks, mountains, trees, 
plants, animals, and man. How did they come to. be? 
Three choices are: they are eternal, they created 
themselves, or an Almighty God created them. He 
created all things in six twenty-four hour days. This 
eliminates the "gap theory" as well as the days repre
senting eons of time to accommodate the unreason
able theory of evolution and that by a natural process 
in which a single-celled organism developed into 
mankind. 

Read Your Bible About Creation 
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
eartp ... So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created them ... And God saw every
thing that he had made, and behold it was good ... 
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all 
the host of them ... These are the generations of the 
heavens and the earth when they were created, in the 
day that Lord God made the earth and the heavens 
... For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is ... But from the begin
ning of the creation God made them male and fe
male" (Gen. 1:27; 2:1, 4; Ex. 20:11; Mark 10:6). 
Also, see Psa. 90:2; Rom. 1;20; Acts 17:24). 

Read Your Bible to Learn Your Duty 
As his creation we do not question God and his au
thority and power (Isa. 29:16; Rom. 9:20). We 
"must obey God" (Acts 5 :29). It is our duty to fear 
God and keep his commandments (Ecc. 12:13). Un
saved persons have a duty and the privilege of obey-

ing the gospel to be delivered from the wrath to 
come (Acts 2:28; 1 Thess. 1:10). Christians have the 
duty and privilege of worshiping God acceptably and 
to serve him faithfully Uohn 4:23-24; Matt. 5:16). 

Read Your Bible to Learn of Your Destiny 
Our eternal destiny will depend on the grace of God 
and our performance of our Christian duty (Rev. 
22:14). Jesus announced two destinies- heaven or 
hell Uohn 5 :28-29). 

Not only should we read the Bible but also study 
it diligently to learn of our origin, duty, and destiny. 
The Bible is our map from earth to heaven. The 
psalmist exclaimed, "0 how love I thy law! It is my 
meditation all the day" (Psa. 119:97). 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

(Brother Gardner is recovering from a tragic auto
mobile accident in which his wife was killed. He is 
improving and hopes to be able to preach again very 
soon. His faithful service to the kingdom of God is 
deeply appreciated by a grateful brotherhood, and we 
are happy to learn of his improvement. His brother, 
Albert, has kindly kept us informed of the recovery. 
Our prayers continue to be with this distinguished 
disciple.) Fp 
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Jesus the Prophet and Much More 
By Richard S. Leeper 

When God informed Moses of a future time 
that would bring a new prophet, who 
would ever imagine the uniqueness of this 

new Prophet. 

Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins 
may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord, and that he 
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 
whom heaven must receive until the time for es
tablishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his 
holy prophets from of old. Moses said, "The 
Lord God will raise up for you a prophet from 
your brethren as he raised me up. You shall listen 
to him in whatever he tells you." And it shall be 
that every soul that does not listen to that 
prophet shall be destroyed from the people (Acts 
3:19-23, RSV). 

The prophet predicted by Moses was Jesus. It is 
possible to consider the human Jesus as a prophet 
but the Spirit of Jesus as much more. He was God in 
a human body; God's Son. He was a reflection of 
God (Heb. 1:3} made visible in human behavior. 

Even this reflection of God did not allow us to 
see the completeness of God because human eyes 
cannot perceive the total glory of God any more than 
the human body can express it. It is only through the 
eyes of the heart that we are able to interpret the 
qualities of God by observing Jesus. It seems to be in 
this context that Jesus told his disciples, "If you have 
seen me you have seen the Father also." 

Not all who saw and heard him saw God, be
cause as Jesus said in John 8:37, his words found no 
place in them. He said that his words were Spirit and 
life Qohn 6:63) but it is up to us to believe and un
derstand the spiritual meaning of his words - con
nected to the will of God. 

His words were from God (Heb. 1:1; John 
14:24), and he was the word that is God Qohn 1 :1) 
and that makes him a prophet by definition. As is 
stated to Jeremiah in 15:19, "If you utter what is 
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as 
my mouth." Jesus always did this and thus he was 
God's mouth. 

Laying his body aside (flesh and blood cannot in
herit the Kingdom of God) he ascended as Spirit back 
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to his Father from whence he came. He was also much 
more than a prophet because he ever lives (his Spirit) 
to serve as our redeemer, intercessor and mediator 
with God. As a prophet he brought God's word to the 
world and as the Christ, Gods Son, he offered his 
blood to take the punishment for our sin which he did 
before he returned to Heaven. No other prophet 
could do this so that makes him more than a prophet. 
He was both son of man and Son of God. When we 
speak of Jesus using the pronouns he, his, or him we 
need to reflect on whether we are speaking of him as 
a human son of man or him as a Spirit son of God. As 
we think of him as a son of man we think of him as the 
eternal word Qohn 1:14). 

Human Adam was a creation of God's word, fully 
grown and human; Jesus was a creation of God's word 
created in the womb (Heb. 10:5}. Adam was given his 
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own spirit while Jesus was Spirit because he is God. 
Jesus was able to experience human life from the 
cradle to the grave giving his Spirit the awareness of 
temptation that all people must endure (Heb. 4:15). 

He became the perfect High Priest; tempted and 
yet pure, sympathetic and yet impartial and always 
faithful to his Father's will. His Spirit is not waiting 
in an unseen paradise like other human spirits but is 
at his Father's side reigning over his flock as he 
awaits his orders to return to the human world to 
gather his saints, give them immortality and deliver 
them to his Father's dwelling place where they will 
also dwell eternally. Praise be to God for his marvel
ous love and grace. 5679 Windsong Dr. 

Milton, FL 32570 
richardleeper@hotmail.com 
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(In his transmittal letter brother Leeper made the 
observation that Muslims acknowledge jesus as a 
prophet, but that, s all. The truth is that he was a 
prophet, but, like john the Baptist, he was ~~much 
more than a prophet.,, He was the form of God in hu
man form. No Muhammad could ever make such a 
claim. The tomb where the body of jesus rested for a 
short time is empty. The tomb where the body of the 
founder of Islam was placed still contains 
Muhammad,s bones, and Muslims in Medina point 
with pride to the grave where the mortal remains of 
their founder continue to decay. Not so with jesus. 
His tomb is empty because his throne is occupied, and 
jehovah would not leave his soul in Hades nor let his 
flesh see corruption.) · 
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Is it Sorcery? 
By L. Douglas Power 

T here can be no doubt that Bruce Wilkinson's 
book The Prayer of jabez has struck a respon
sive chord among today's evangelicals. The 

little po~ket-sized book has become the hottest item 
among religious publications. It has spawned a fad 
following throughout the religious world - reaching 
even into the churches of Christ. Not only has the 
book itself enjoyed phenomenal sales; a plethora of 
associated workbooks, diaries, etc. are being mar
keted to aid the devotees in their exercise of its prin
ciples. 

In the face of such popularity and influence we 
are moved to explore what this book is about, and 
what is the mindset of those who are so fascinated by 
it. This examination is not intended to disparage the 
motives of the author or his readers in any way. 
Rather, it is intended as a warning to the faithful 
who might be lead away by selfish desires to an error 
that would snatch from them the true benefits of fer
vent prayer. 

The book is based on a rather obscure passage 
among the tedious genealogies at the beginning of 
First Chronicles: 

Now Jabez was more honorable than his broth
ers, and his mother called his name J abez, say
ing, "Because I bore him in pain." And Jabez 
called on the God of Israel saying, "Oh, that You 

would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, 
that Your hand would be with me, and that You 
would keep me from evil, that I may not cause 
pain!" So God granted him what he requested. 
(1 Chron 4:9-10, NKJV). 

Making extensive use of illustrative fables, poi
gnant anecdotes, personal testimonials, and a smat
tering of scripture, Dr. Wilkinson develops a proce
dure that is "guaranteed" to produce fabulous bless
ings from heaven. 

What is that procedure? Do as Wilkinson testifies 
that he did: "Pray the prayer of Jabez" every day! He 
promises that if you follow this simple procedure, you 
will "release God's favor, power, and protection." 

Now, the practice of performing rituals in order 
to invoke the services of supernatural beings is not 
new. The rituals have taken many forms, including 
the performance of dances, the consumption of mys
terious concoctions, making dolls, and, of course, re
citing incantations. 

Magic: a) the use of charms, spells, and rituals in 
seeking or pretending to cause or control events, 
or govern certain natural or supernatural forces; 
occultism b) such charms, spells, etc. (Webster's 
New World Dictionary). 

In scripture, such practices are attributed to 
charmers and wizards who "chirp and mutter" (lsa. 
8:19), and such are widely condemned (Lev. 20:6; 
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Deut. 18:10-12; 2 Chron. 33:6; 2 Kings 17:17; 
21:6; Jer. 27:9; Mic. 5:12; Acts 19:19). 

The introduction of these practices into Chris
tianity is not a new phenomenon: witness the famil
iar Romish practice of reciting the "Hail Mary," or 
the "Lord's Prayer" in order to obtain some sort of 
grace. Similarly, Wilkinson paints his followers' mo
tives with a brush of spirituality; but underneath, the 
true nature of the "pitch" is directed to the fleshly 
lust for prestige, self-promotion, - and yes 
riches: 

If jabez had worked on Wall Street, he might 
have prayed, "Lord, increase the value of my in
vestment portfolios." When I talk to presidents 
of companies, I often talk to them about this 
particular mind-set. When Christian executives 
ask me, "Is it right for me to ask God for more 
business?" my response is, "Absolutely!" If 
you're doing your business God's way, it's not 
only right to ask for more, but He is waiting for 
you to ask (p. 31). 

Although the message is clothed in a covering of 
Christian prayer, the true thrust of the practice is 
clear. This book is advocating the daily recitation of 
an incantation which is supposed to oblige some 
Spirit (in this case, God) to grant our requests. 

Hugo McCord's Translation 

New Testament 
and Genesis, Psalms, Proverbs 

Dr. Hugo McCord has been a serious student of the 
Bible from the time he was a young man. By diligent 
study, thorough academic preparation, self-discipline, 
and heart cultivation he has become one of the leading 
and ripest scholars in the nation. His influence as an au
thor, lecturer, preacher, and professor has left his impact 
on the brotherhood. 

The apex of his scholarly contributions is his transla
tion of the New Testament. Because of his superior lin
guistic ability and commitment to the truth, he has pre
pared a translation that can be accepted with confidence 
by all. Dr. McCord has sought diligently to give an accu
rate translation of the inspired Word of God in an easily 
understood modem day English. 

E. Claude Gardner 

A 38-page appendix discusses translations, the 
words church, baptism, repent, the phrase Only 
Begotten, God's personal name, and more. 
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How is this diHerent 
from Magic, Sorcery and Witchcraft? 

Rather than pray that all our earthly desires be sated, 
our prayers for earthly benefits should be limited to 
our daily bread (Matt. 6:12), i.e., our immediate 
needs. This attitude is well exemplified by the prayer 
of Agur: 

Two things have I asked of thee; Deny me 
(them) not before I die: 

Remove far from me falsehood and lies; Give 
me neither poverty nor riches; 

Feed me with the food that is needful for me: 
Lest I be full, and deny (thee), and say, Who is 

jehovah? 
Or lest I be poor, and steal, And use profanely 

the name of my God. (Pro. 30:7-9, ASV). 

How much better it would be for us to turn our 
attention away from earthly satisfactions and deter
mine within ourselves to "love not the world" (1 John 
2: 15) because it passes away with the lust thereof 
(ibid. v. 17); and rather to "look for and earnestly 
desire" the blessings of the new heaven and earth (2 
Pet. 3: 11-13) which are ours to inherit if we overcome 
the world and all its temptations (Rev. 21:7). 

14511 Hearthstone Meadows Dr. 
Houston, TX 77095 

'"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBKO 

342 pages • paperback 

$10.00 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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EHed of Worship 
By A. C. lvey 

Worship is to glorify, honor, praise, exalt, 
and please God. Our worship must show 
our adoration and loyalty to God for his 

grace in providing us with the only way to escape the 
bondage of sin, and so we can have the salvation he 
so much wants to give us. 

The nature of the worship God demands is the 
prostration of our soul before him in humble submis
sion. "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and He will lift you up" ijames 4:6, 1 0). 

Worshiping God in devotion and service is a very 
humble and reverent action. "But the hour is com
ing, and now is, when the true worshiper will wor
ship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father is 
seeking such to worship Him. God is a spirit and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth" Uohn 4:23-24). 

The word must doesn't permit us to worship 
God any way we want, but we "must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth." There is no other way we can 
worship God and be acceptable to him. Webster de
fines the word must as "an obligation, a require
ment, a necessity." When must is used, it means that 
it is not optional. God seeks true worshipers, and He 
identifies them as those who "worship Him in spirit 
and in truth." 

Worshiping God is a serious matter, which must 
not be taken lightly. If we have any regard for our 
soul, we will want to make sure we are worshiping 
God in spirit and in truth. 

Since God is the object of our worship, he has 
the right to determine how we are to worship him. 
"0 Lord, I know that the way of man is not in him
self, it is not in man who walks to direct his own 
steps" Uer. 10:23). We are not granted the option of 
directing our own ways in religion. God is the one 
who we look to for guidance and direction in our 
lives. 

Our very best in worship is due God and is pre
scribed by him in the Bible. The worship God has 
prescribed is the only way we can be pleasing to him 
in this life, and finally attain everlasting life with him 
in eternity. 

Worship is paying sincere respect, love and fear 
to the one who created us. "God, who made the 
world, and everything in it" (Acts 17:24). 

God holds our eternal destiny in His hands. Our 
salvation is a very serious matter and will not happen 
by accident. We must work it out "with fear and 
trembling" (Phil. 2: 12). Salvation depends on pleas
ing God. The great day of final judgment will be too 
late to make corrections. 

Worship should cause us to reflect on the great
ness and graciousness of God and Christ, contrasted 
to our own unworthiness. God does not have to have 
our worship, but to be like God and live in glory by 
and by, we must worship him as his word directs. As
sembly worship includes singing, praying, studying 
his word, giving, and communion, which bring us 
closer to him. All worship should cause us to be "par
takers in the divine nature." "Draw near to God and 
He will draw near to you " ijames 4:8). 

Worship honors God, and edifies the wor
shipper. We become like what we worship. When we 
worship God as he directs, we develop such traits as 
forgiveness, tenderness, justice, righteousness, pu
rity, kindness, and love, which become a part of our 
sacrifice of praise and service. 

"Set your mind on things above, not on things on 
the earth" (Col. 3:2). 7751 Macon Rd. 

Cordova, 1N 38018 
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Potpourri ••. 
This column is a miscellaneous mixture of 

things. Its purpose is to give a sampling of our 
times and therefore some hint as to where our 

teaching emphasis should be, and how our defenses 
need to be set. We hope Potpourri provides a pleas
ant insight into the mores of the modern world, and 
some indication of how an ancient moral code can 
arrest decadence and restore ethical standards of the 
highest order. 

It is a fact that morality do not change. The po
litical landscape, economic conditions, and· the 
weather may go through revolution, modification,· 
and adjustment, but right is immutable and wrong is 
... well, ... always wrong. 

G.K. Chesterton wrote, "All conservatism is 
based upon the idea that if you leave things alone you 
leave them as they are. But you do not. If you leave a 
thing alone you leave it to a torrent of change." 

Unhealthy change can sweep though a land or an 
institution as fast as a short order in a restaurant. 
Paul, you remember, marveled that the Galatians "so 
quickly removing from him that called you in the 
grace of Christ unto a different gospel." 

Not all change is bad, seeing that without change 
there can be no progress - witness the Amish. But 
to altar eternal principles of good conduct and at
tempt to evolve immutable standards of right living 
is insanity and brings swift destruction. 

In the creation God gave basic rules of right and 
wrong, and those laws may not be transgressed or ig
nored with impunity. Our Western World honors this 
truth with its lips, but its heart is far, far away. When 
Mahatma Gandhi was asked for his view on Western 
civilization, he answered: "I think it would be a good 
idea." 

"All sin and fall short of the glory of God," and 
that is why we need a saving gospel. Since the rules 
for righteousness exist through all time, the revela
tion that reveals the conditions of redemption must 
also endure without alteration. When God speaks "it 
is not ours to reason why ... it is ours to do and die." 

"H~aven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away" (Matt. 24:35). 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my say
ings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 
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spake, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I 
spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, 
he hath given me a commandment, what I should 
say, and what I should speak Uohn 12:48-49). 

ICicldJaclc 
OA former employee at a secretary of state ·li

censing facility in Elgin, Ill., pleaded guilty to pock
eting bribes in return for improperly issuing driver's 
licenses to undocumented immigrants and motorists 
with convictions for drunken driving (Chicago Tri
bune, 11-9-01). 

JIJou SIJalt Rot Steal 
flA former bank executive convicted of stealing 

$1.6 million from his aunt who was suffering from 
Alzheimer's disease was sentenced Thursday to 5 
years in prison (Chicago Tribune, 11-9-01). 

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 
-Proven Saccessful-

300 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence course 

-Very Economical
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-EasJ to Administer
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply
Free Bible Studies by MaD: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by threp.qedicated volunteers. 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 
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Spare the Rod 
@LONDON- Asked to decide whether spanking 

a child constitutes punishment or abuse, the British 
government came up with a compromise -violence 
against children is unacceptable, but a healthy smack 
can be fine" (Chicago Tribune, 11-9-01). Where are 
you, Doctor Spock? 

Do Tell 

@joseph H. Hertz, a conservative Jewish Rabbi 
of distinction, has finished a commentary on the To
rah. Hertz says it is "blasphemous" to think the bibli
cal stories about Abraham and the patriarchs were 
mere legends or myths, as liberal scholars contend. 
He also says the Torah is a unified work written 
mostly by Moses. He said the modern theory that the 
Torah was compiled from several conflicting sources 
is a "perversion of history, and a desecration of reli
gion." But, then, he also says, "The people who 
wrote the Torah were inspired, but it was not written 
by God. It was not written by Moses, either" (Chi
cago Tribune, 11-2-01). 

Untouthables 
{9>Between 50,000 and 100,000 Dalits, the politi

cal term for lower caste Hindus, arrived at 
Ambedkar to Buddhism. Labeling it part of "a Chris
tian conspiracy," politicians called a press conference 
to demand the police stop the rally. Five hundred 
"Christian volunteers" moved among the untouch
ables, serving them refreshments even as they took 
Buddhist vows (World magazine, 11-17-01). 

Salvation Army 
{9> Having resisted compliance with San 

Francisco's official homosexual agenda since 1998, 
the Salvation Army has caved. Its Western branch, 
which covers 13 states, announced it will reverse 
course and begin offering workers' domestic part
ners the same benefits it provides married workers' 
spouses. Leaders say they expect 100 of the western 
branch's 10,000 employees to take advantage of the 
benefits (World, 11-17-01). 

Talk about the tail wagging the dog. 

Detonstrudion 
@Liberalism destroys society. Charles Murphy 

takes a fresh look at that thesis with an article about 
the British underclass in The Public Interests. He de
cries the decline of a nation that was once the beacon 
of civilization. "The country no longer cares about 
the traditional family and therefore is less and less 
able to socialize its young people into productive 

grown-ups." England is just another high crime, in
dustrialized country," he said. 

Mr. Murphy also points to rising social ills famil
iar to Americans: family breakdown, rampant illegiti
macy, and increased violent crime (World, 11-17-01). 

Suitide 
{?,;Oregon's doctors may have to fo llow the 

Hippocratic Oath again. Attorney General John 
Ashcroft directed drug enforcement agents to take 
action against doctors who give patients the medical 
means to kill themselves under Oregon's so-called 
Death With Dignity Act. The action reverses Janet 
Reno's June 1998 declaration that barred agents 
from moving against Oregon doctors. 

Hindsight 
!9>The composer George Frederick Handel 

(1685-1759) has been "outed" by Dr. Ellen T. Har
ris, Professor of Music at MIT. Dr. Harris bases her 
inference not on any new researches in Handel's per
sonal life, about which next to nothing is known, but 

PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

"Its objective ... identifying, describing and d iscussing 
the changes ... churches of Christ are experiencing. Are 
these changes legitimate? Are they biblically justifiable? ... 
Why ... speak out? (1) To alert our brotherhood and warn 
them; ... (2) To provide assistance and encouragement to 

those being racked by the destructive effects of illicit 
change; (3) To reaffirm the simple truth of God's will .... 

The complicated, convoluted call for accommodation to 
culture is in direct confl ict with the simplicity of the gospel 
and its ... power to impact human hearts in all cultures .... 
Some ... need to be reminded and reassured that the "old 

paths" are still new. BKM!Ol hardback, 528 pgs. 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 

which change agents are attempting to turn the church ... 
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"Not only lays bare the disease but points us to the only 
remedy for a broken brotherhood .. . much more than an 
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existence of God and Biblical inspiration are well worth 
the price of the book." 
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on "the clear homosexual subtext" she has discerned 
in his operatic works. As further evidence, our per
cipient musicologist notes that much of Handel's 
music is punctuated by long silences. "It is quite 
striking and very emotional," she asserts. "It denotes 
something that cannot be said - love that dares not 
speak its name" (National Review, 11-19-01). 

Watch Your Mouth 
@WordCanHeal.com suggests that everyone take 

the following pledge: 
I pledge to think more about the words I use. 
I will try to see how gossip hurts people, includ

ing myself, and work to eliminate it from my 
life. 

I will try to replace words that hurt with words 
that encourage, engage, and enrich. 

I will not become discouraged when I am unable 
to choose words perfectly because making the 
world a better place is hard work. 

And I am pledging to do that, one word at a 
time. 

I don't know if that is a good idea or a bad idea, 
but you can think about it and make that decision for 
yourself. (Aren't you glad to have that license?) Any
how, it is a good idea to monitor your words - and 
we have the word of the inspired James on that. 

Would you like to attend an excellent 
Bible training school and never leave 
the comforts of your home? 

• A complete Bible training school on video 
tape for teachers, preachers, elders, or any 
Christian who wants to know the Bible better. 

• A self-paced correspondence school with a 
full curriculum emphasizing faithful, con
servative Bible teaching. 

-No Tuition-
-Free Catalog-

130 Lantana Lane 
Maxwell, Texas 78656 

(512) 398-5211 • Fax (512) 398-9493 
Email: biblestudy@wvbs.org 

Website: 
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For Your Consideration 
{~A Lutheran preacher, Ronald Marshall, in his 

Forum Letter, explains some things about his view of 
homosexual conduct that may be worth pondering. 
He wrote: 

I uphold the Old Testament prohibitions re
peated in the New Testament ... The fact that 
jesus did not explicitly confirm such prohibi
tions does not mean he opposed them, only that 
he assumed them .... When the New Testament 
says homosexuality is unnatural it does not ap
ply to those who are naturally homosexual be
cause of their inherent orientation. Being born 
homosexual does not exempt them from the 
curse. This is because the word natural in the 
New Testament does not mean how one-is-in
clined-from-birth. Rather means how things
were-set-up-in-the-Garden-of-Eden at the time 
of creation. That is the biblical meaning of the 
word naturaL On that score homosexual behav
ior is unnatural because it goes against the pair
ing of the two opposite sexes created in the be
ginning - male and female. So homosexual be
havior is wrong because the Bible says it is. 
[f]he only loving response I can make is to dis
approve of homosexual behavior. Anything else 
would be to throw my gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
friends into harm's way. 

Horrors 
{~}Philip Nitschke, president of the Voluntary Eu

thanasia Research Foundation, is planning to launch 
a "euthanasia boat," modeled on the "abortion boat" 
that sails in international waters near countries 
where abortion is illegal. 

An interviewer asked him: "Would there be any 
restrictions on who would be served on your boat? 
Do you see any restrictions that should be placed on 
euthanasia generally? If I am depressed, do I qualify? 
If an elderly woman's husband dies and she says she 
no longer has anything to live for, would you help 
her kill herself? What about a troubled teen? Who 
qualifies? Who decides life is worth living?" 

Nitschke responded: 
[W]e must accept that people have a right to dis
pose of life whenever they want. [I] do not be
lieve that telling people they have a right to life 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than 
any preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 
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while denying them the means, manner, or in
formation necessary for them to give this life 
away has any ethical consistency. So all people 
qualify. [I]f we are to remain consistent and we 
believe that individuals have the right to dispose 
of their lives, we should not erect artificial barri
ers in the way of sub-groups who don't meet our 
criteria. This would mean that the so-called 
'peaceful pill' should be avai lable in the super
market so that those old enough to understand 
death could obtain death peacefully at the time 
of their choosing. 

Imagine the television, radio, and newspaper 
ads: "Take charge of your life. Kill yourself with The 
Peaceful Pill." 

Train Up the Child 
!?iThe Supreme Court ruled that the Boy Scouts 

have a right to exclude leaders who, on the basis of 
their public statements and actions, raise a question 
about their possible interest in doing rude things 
with little boys. 

This policy of discrimination prompted the edi
tors of the New York Times to declare that the Scouts 
are outside the American mainstream and "some
thing akin to a hate group." Liberals of sundry 
stripes went into high gear with a campaign to get 
public schools, corporations, and organizations of 
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every possible kind to cut their ties with the Scouts. 
So how is the Boy Scouts of America doing? 

Quite well, thank you. At least that's the report by 
Peter Ferrara, who teaches law at George Mason 
University and, or so it says here, is executive direc
tor of the ACLU. Schools and o ther public institu
tions are being judicially overruled on their "view
point discrimination" against the Scouts, and the 
public continues to think that the editors of the 
Times are way out of the mainstream. A recent poll 
shows 75 percent of Americans hold a favorable 
view of the Scouts. After those polled are told of the 
Scouts' policy regarding homosexual leaders, the fa
vorable rating increases. Yet the campaign against the 
Scouts goes on. Mr. Ferrara concludes: '~11 of this il
liberalism stems from a fundamental change in the 
gay rights movement. It began by arguing that adults 
should be free to do what they choose in the privacy 
of their own bedrooms, without government inter
ference." 

Cub Scouts are from 8 to 10 and Boy Scouts be
gin at 11 and go to about 13. The question is: Are 
they adults or are they still children? 

fulfillment 
C?> A new book by the former presiding bishop of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
Herbert Chilstrom, argues that "sex is a wonderful 
gift from God, given to us for our enjoyment." The 
bishop has good things to say about "self-pleasuring, 
the ordination of gays and lesbians," and says such 
holy unions should be blessed by the Church. "We 
oppose abusive and domineering sexual behavior," 
he writes. "But we also believe that we should be 
concerned about all of the wonderful pleasures we 
have failed to enjoy." 

It does seem churlish of the bishop to deny to sa
dists and masochists the abuse and domination that 
they think necessary to their "sexual fulfillment." 
Perhaps it is simply that the bishop recognizes that, 
even among libertine Minnesota Lutherans, there is a 
felt need to draw the line somewhere. 

Marriage 
~lA broad coalition has gathered in support of a 

Federal Marriage Amendment proposed by the Alli
ance for Marriage. The amendment reads: "Mar
riage in the United States shall consist only of the 
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union of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitu
tion or the constitution of any state, nor state or fed
eral law, shall be construed to require that marital 
status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred 
upon unmarried couples or groups." . 

An amendment to the Constitution faces formi
dable barriers, which is how the Founders intended 
it, but this one certainly deserves the widest possible 
public debate, and support. 

Gay activists claiming that it violates the federal
ist understanding that marriage and family law is left 
to the states have attacked the proposed amendment. 
The gay tactic here is an instance of high disingenu
ousness, since they have made no secret of their 
game plan, which is to force other states to recognize 
same-sex unions (as in Vermont) under the full faith 
and credit provision of the U.S. Constitution. They 
are also counting on the U.S. Supreme Court, which 
in the 1996 Romer v. Evans ruling declared that a 
Colorado referendum prohibiting what the voters 
viewed as special rights for gays manifested an irra
tional "animus" against homosexuals. 

Judge Robert Bork, who helped draft the pro
posed amendment, wrote, "One way or another, fed
eralism is going to be overridden. The only question 
is whether the general rule will permit or prohibit 
the marriage of same-sex couples. . .. The Federal 
Marriage Amendment is an attempt, and perhaps the 
only hope, to preserve marriage as an institution of 
incalculable value." 

Bork and other supporters of the amendment 
note the parallels with the notorious Roe v. Wade de
cision of 1973 regarding abortion, arguing that, if 
the gay movement succeeds in its strategy, we are 
facing the probability of another such instance of the 
judicial usurpation of politics. The alternative is to 
submit the question of what will count as marriage to 
the debate and decision of the people through our 
representative political institutions, which is pre
cisely what the proposed Federal Marriage Amend
ment aims to do. 

Ia tie #lame of 'iversity 
$World magazine reports that a week-long ex

tracurricular program at the Santa Rosa High School 
in Santa Rosa, Calif., taught students that socialism 
trumps capitalism, animal rights trump human 
rights, and American free enterprise is rooted in 
greed. And in 14 sessions, instructors told students 
that homosexual sex is a natural form of sexual ex
pression. 
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4 Self-rest 
0 In the Spring issue of 'Iransgender Tapestry 

magazine the following was offered as a reader sur
vey. 

lam: 
male 
female 

WHO AMI? 

male to female 
female to male = helping professional 
other 

And I consider myself a 
man 
woman 

- third (4th, etc.) gendered = nongendered person 
cross-dresser 
transvestite 

_ transgenderist 
I do not consider myself transgendered 

- I'm unsure whether I'm transgendered = pre-operative transsexual 
_ post-operative transsexual 
_ non-operative transsexual 
_androgyne 

butch 
femme 
other 

My sexual orientation is: 
heterosexual 
bisexual 

_gay man 
lesbian 
asexual 

_pansexual 
other 

I am attracted to (check all that apply) 
_women when I present myself as a woman 
_ men when I present myself as a woman 
_ men when I present myself as a man 
_women when I present myself as a man 
_ transpeople , 
_ the individual, regardless of their gender 

Billie • Jriai 
fJMore than 128 Kenyans are dead and almost 

400 are in hospitals, many suffering from blindness, 
after drinking an illegal home-brew known as "kill 
me quick." 

Drinkers have been falling dead on the streets of 



Nairobi's slum areas since last Tuesday when a lethal 
batch of chang'aa came on the market. It was laced 
with methanol, a type of alcohol used in anti-freeze 
or as a car-fuel. 

Nairobi's main hospital has been inundated with 
victims; some arriving in a coma while others writhe 
in pain after losing their sight. One man reportedly 
died at the hospital door after stepping out of a taxi. 
The driver then stole his shoes to cover the fare. 

Compensated for Being Born 
(~>A severely disabled French boy has won a land

mark case against med ical authorities for allowing 
him to be born rather than aborted. 

Nicolas Perruche was born deaf, part-blind, and 
with mental disabilities after a doctor and a medical 
laboratory failed to realize that h is mother had 
caught rubella, also called German measles, during 
her pregnancy. 

Segolene Ayme, a geneticist, said before the ver
dict that a victory for the parents of the disabled boy 
could have serious consequences. "This will push my 
colleagues to decide more often to terminate preg
nancies when they are unsure about the health status 
of the child. And this is a very common situation," 
she said. 

Lectureship 

~~~miQW -li1ms:daw 
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A father's Prqer 
(~lBuild me a son, 0 Lord, who will be strong 

enough to know when he is weak, and brave enough 
to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be 
unbending in honest defeat, and gentle in victory. 

Build me a son w hose w ishes will not take the 
place of deeds; a son who will know Thee - and 
understand that to know himself is the foundation 
stone of education. 

Lead him, I pray, not in the path of ease and 
comfort, but under the spur of difficulties challenge 
him to stand up in the storm; here let him learn com
passion for those who fail. 

Build me a son whose heart will be clear, whose 
goal will be high; a son w ho will master himself be
fore he seeks to master other men; one who will 
reach into the future, yet never forget the past. 

And after all these things are his, add, I pray, 
enough of a sense of humor so that he may be seri
ous, yet never somber. Give him humility. May he al
ways remember the simplicity of true greatness, the 
open mind of true wisdom, and the meekness of true 
strength. 

Then I, his father, will dare to whisper; I have 
not lived in vain. 

(This prayer was offered by General Douglas 
MacArthur on the occasion of the birth of his son. It 
reveals that this mighty warrior was cognizant of 
God, and concerned about character and eternity. 
This may well express every father 's wish for his chil
dren - boys and girls. H ope you enjoy this tidbit 
from my scrapbook.) 

Demon 
(9}A woman died after an attempted exorcism. The 

pastor of the Auckland (New Zealand) group involved 
says that he; death was a miracle and God's will. Po
lice found the decomposing body of a Korean woman, 
37, in an Auckland home. The group's leader, Luke 
Lee, said exorcism was carried out on her because 
members believed she had demons. Hands were 
placed on the woman's neck and chest, but Mr. Lee 
said the members did not use great force. Members 
said they believed she would return to life. 

More of the Same 
(~i FRESNO, Cali f. - IGngs County sheriff's depu

ties arrested a self-proclaimed Mexican faith healer, 
Jose Angel Carranze Ojeda, 46, of Coalings, on sus
picion of having sex w ith a 17-year-old girl so he 
could remove evil spirits from her body. His lawyer, 
Marc Kapetan, said his client is wrongly accused. 
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Shame 
OWe learn from the Irish Times that an apology 

was read at all Masses in a Galway city church on be
half of a young priest who posed naked for a charity 
calendar. The organizers of the "Bare Shakers 2002" 
calendar have agreed to withdraw the photograph. 
The priest used a Bible to protect his modesty. 

lay Jhaf Pistol Down 
OThe Commercial Appeal (Memphis, Tenn.) re

ports that a resident manager was sentenced to 
nearly a year in jail for silencing a tenant's alarm 
clock with a 22-caliber revolver. Ricky Len Kees was 
arrested when police responded to a disturbance call 
from a tenant at 850 Maury in North Memphis. Don 
Ward told police Kees used a key to enter his apart
ment. He told Ward "his alarm clock was disturbing 
him and his lady," and ~hen shot the alarm clock. 

!Freu£-1-faraeman .Lectures - 1992 

Building Stronger 
Christian Families 

Some of the very earliest instructions in the Bible apply to 
male-female relationships, marriage, mothering, childbear
ing, and many other aspects of family living. Throughout the 
Old Testament great stress is laid on marrying, having chil
dren, rearing those children after God's plan, human sexual
ity - both the dark side and the beautiful side. The New Tes
tament has much to say about marriage, divorce and remar
riage, the husband-wife relationship, the rearing of children, 
taking care of older members of the family, responsibilities 
and rights in the sexual relationship, and countless other as
pects of family living. 

There are hundreds of passages which were not specifically 
written to husbands and wives or parents and children which 
nonetheless apply to those relationships. What marriage 
would not be improved if both the husband and the wife 
would embody the truth of the Golden Rule? There is hardly 
one page in the Bible which does not reveal some precept, 
command, or law which would improve all human relation
ships. How can we account for our failure to preach and 
teach "the whole counsel of God" on matters of pertaining to 
the family? The "whole counsel of God" is very ably pre
sented by the notable men contributing to this book: David 
Chadwell, Winford Claiborne, Earl Edwards, Ralph Gilmore, 
Wayne Jackson, W. Stephen Johnson, David Sain, Robert Tay
lor Jr., Billy Smith, Thomas B. Warren and others. Irene Tay
lor has contributed 3 lessons concerning the challenges facing 
women. hardback, 354 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $3.50 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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J6e Allswer Is llo 
OThe liberal National Council of Churches 

passed a resolution calling for meetings with conser
vative Protestants and Roman Catholics in an effort 
to create a "new national expression of Christian 
life" that transcends doctrinal matters. Bill Merrill, 
the Southern Baptist Convention's vice president, 
didn't take the bait. "We cooperate with others with 
various moral and social issues [on which] we find 
we have common ground, but we find that it is very 
problematic to work with many religious groups on 
theological grounds," he said. 

Jolin's Cave 
OA cave under the remains of a fourth-century 

Byzantine church building on the east bank of the 
Jordan River was the winter home of John the bap
tist, project director Mohammad Waheeb said. By 
the way, Waheeb also claims to have found the head 
(skull) of the prophet in the same cave. "The cave 
and the skull were unearthed last year," Waheeb said. 
"Research has determined that the cave belonged to 
St. John the Baptist, but experts lead by Dr. Abdullah 
ai-Nabulsi are still examining the skull," Waheeb 
told Asia News. 

If you think this is silly - you are right. 

Convict 
0 Ray Donald Loy pleaded guilty of receiving 

child pornography through the mail and possessing a 
library of sexually explicit videotapes of children. 
U.S. District Judge Alan Bloch sentenced him to 33 
months in prison and imposed as a condition of his 
release that he not have any pornography, illegal or 
legal. Loy objected saying his rights were violated. 
The 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has now 
agreed with him on the grounds that Bloch's restric
tion was too broad because the U.S. Supreme Court 
has never established the definition of pornography. 
Loy, according to the Court of Appeals, has a right to 
look at dirty pictures of little children, which implies 
that someone has a right to make such pictures. Pity 
the children. 

Gullibility 
flOral Roberts, 81, master of deception, said he 

was hospitalized in great pain, which lasted for four 
months. Doctors could not diagnose the problem be
cause it was a personal attack by the devil, said Rob
erts. Then God appeared and the pain was suddenly 
gone. 

There is, of course, no documentation - just 



Robert's naked, bare word (Eufaula, Okla., newspa
per, sent to us by john G. West, to whom we are much 
obliged). 

Debunker 
OE.T. Hall, the scientist who exposed the Pitt

down Man hoax, died recently at age 77. The Ox
ford professor helped discredit what now ranks as 
among science's biggest frauds: discovery of bones 
purported to represent the "missing link" between 
apes and humans. 

Piltdown man was supposedly dug up in a gravel 
pit in southern England in 1912. Its skull resembled 
a human, but the jaw was ape-like. The hoax fooled 
many researchers and it served as evidence for the 
truth of Darwinism. 

Over the years, some experts became suspicious, 
especially when other archaeological discoveries 
contradicted theories built around the Piltdown 
man. 

In 1953, Hall examined the famous bones with 
fluorescent X-rays so that they could be inspected 
without being harmed. He discovered they had been 
stained with potassium dichromate to make them 
look fossilized. Hill also discovered iron fillings, 
which showed that an orangutan's teeth had been 
filed down to look human. It was a shameful sham. 

-Second c:Ed\tton-

Creation CoJDproJDises 
by Bert Thompson, Ph.D. 

This new edition from Dr. Thompson is an in-depth, 
well-referenced, yet practical discussion of the at
tempts to force an agreement between Scripture and 
evolutionary geology. It contains 14 chapters, plus an 
extensive index and two important appendices. 

Topics include: 
• The Genesis account of creation 
• Biblical chronologies and genealogies 
• The Day-Age Theory 
• The Gap Theory 
• Progressive creationism 
• Theistic evolution 
• The Bible and the age of the Earth 

$12.00 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling each 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation, P.O. Box 89 a· Damon, TX 77430 
1-888-387-6218 
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PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 editions 

Editions 

King James Version o/ o/ o/ 

New King James Version o/ o/ o/ 

New International Version o/ o/ o/ 

American Standard Version o/ o/ o/ 

New American Standard Bible o/ o/ o/ 

New American Standard Bible Update o/ o/ 

The Living Bible o/ 

Revised Standard Version o/ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version o/ o/ o/ 

Nave's Topical Bible o/ o/ o/ 

Treasury of Scripture Knowledge o/ o/ o/ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary o/ o/ o/ 

Fausset's Bible Dictionary o/ o/ o/ 

New Unger's Bible Dictionary o/ o/ 

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) o/ o/ 

MaHhew Henry's commentary (6 vol.}_ o/ o/ o/ 

Wycliffe Bible Commenta_ry o/ o/ o/ 

Barnes' Notes on the OT & NT (14 vol.) o/ o/ 

Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) o/ 

Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vol.) o/ 

Strong's Greek-Hebrew Concordance o/ o/ o/ 

Englishman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance o/ o/ o/ 

Brown Driver Briggs' Greek Definitions o/ o/ o/ 

Thayer's Hebrew Definitions o/ o/ o/ 

Interlinear Bible o/ o/ 

Greek (UBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text o/ 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words o/ o/ o/ 

Vincent's Word Studies in the New Testament (4 vol.) o/ 

Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament (6 vol.) o/ 

Kell & Dalitzsch's Old Testament Commentary (10 vol.) o/ 

Personal Notes o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Study/Reading Plan o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Outlines o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Ma~s o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Photo Collection o/ o/ o/ 

The Fundamentals, by R. A. Torrey o/ o/ o/ 

The Apocalypse, by J. A. Seiss o/ o/ o/ 

Spurgeon's Encyclopedia of Sermons (8 vol.) o/ o/ o/ 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1* Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus .......•••••. 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3* New Reference Library •..•......... 149.95 ........... 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD 
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More Evolutionary Deteption 
{?iJacques Barzun (From Dawn to Decadence, p. 

455) says that the grandfather of Charles Darwin, 
Erasmus, wrote a two-volume book advocating or
ganic evolution as an explanation of the origin of the 
species. Erasmus died 7 years before Charles was 
born. Jean-Baptiste Lamarck, French naturalist and 
evolutionist, at about the same time the Erasmus 
book was published, posited the theory that acquired 
characteristics were inherited. When his 
grandfather 's book was called to the attention of 
Charles Darwin, he replied that "whole chapter's are 
laughably like mine" (p. 455). 

Anyway, it appears that Charles Darwin did not 
set sail to search for facts on which to draw conclu
sions, but decided to embrace evolutionism and then 
began to seek "facts" to support his theory. Interest
ing. Very interesting. 

What of Morality? 
!?i If man evolved from a lower life order, how 

did morality develop? Darwin's account of morality 
is given in his Descent of Man, published after his 

Cambridge KJV Concord 
Wide Margin Bible 
Generous wide-margins a ll around the text, a clear typeface and 
increased i.nter-line spacing make this Bible very spec ial. It also 
includes the Preface to the original 16 11 King James Version, 
"The Translators to the Reader." which offers a fascinating 
account of how this most magni ficent English translation of the 
ancient texts evolved. Full cross-refe rences, yet no distracting 
indicators in the text itself. Latest printing utilizes heavier-grade 
paper for enhanced durability 1408 pgs., pg. size: 7'/.'' x 9" 

• Spine width: I Y, inches 
• Black letter text • Pronunciation marks 
• Cambridge bold-figure, cross-reference system 
• Glossary • Concordance 
• 56 lined pages at the back for notes 
• 15 color maps and Gazetteer 
• Presentation page 
• Two ribbon markers 
• Gilt edges 

Genuine Calfskin Leather 
• 0-52 1-5091 8- 1 Black -·-·····-·-·····--···--5120.00 
• 0-52 1-50918- 11 Black Indexed ........................ 127.00 
• 0-52 1-509I 9-X Burgundy ...... .......................... 120.00 
• 0-52 I-509 19-XI Burgundy Indexed ................ 127.00 

Cobra Bonded Leather 
• 0-52 I-509I7-3 Black .... ................................... .. 85.00 
• 0-52I-509 17-31 Black Indexed Price ................ 92.00 

Name printed on f ront cover {/line) ...... ........ .... $4.00 

SS.SO s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367-6216 

Origin of the Species. For Darwin the "moral facul
ties of man" were not original and inherent, but 
evolved from "social qualities" acquired "through 
natural selection, added by inherited habit." 

Darwin wrote, "The civilized races of man will 
almost certainly exterminate and replace throughout 
the world the savage races. At the same time the 
anthropomorphous apes ... will no doubt be extermi
nated. The break will then be rendered wider, for it 
will intervene between man in a more civilized state, 
as we may hope ... the Caucasian and some ape as a 
baboon." 

Hmmmmmm 
{?iThe wife of a canon of Worester Cathedral is 

said to have remarked, "Descended from the apes? 
My dear, we will hope it is not true. But if it is, let us 
pray that it may not become generally known." 

Is Islam Benign? 
®The kingdom of Saudi Arabia has imprisoned a 

dozen house-church leaders since last summer. Saudi 
law requires the nations 15 million citizens to remain 
Muslims. Anyone who abandons Islam faces the 
death penalty. From 1990 to 1999, Saudi Arabia ex
ecuted 767 people, including 419 foreign nationals, 
for a variety of offenses. Saudi terrorists target 
Americans. A terrorist bomb in 1996 killed 19 
American soldiers at a Saudi airbase in Dhahran. 

By the way, 10,000 Gis are the only thing stand
ing between Rydah (Saudi's capital city) and Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein (Taken from Christianity Today, 12-
1-01, pp. 27-28). 

UIBLE LE~SfJ .\'!'ro 

r ---........ ,· . . 
" - . . . 
'--- ~ 

Simplified Bible Lessons 
on the 
Old and New Testam·ents 

G. H. P. Showalter 
and W. M. Davis 

Offered as a means of guid ing the student to a 
knowledge of the scriptures through a systematic study. 
52 lessons on the Old and New Testaments. Lessons 
consist of review questions. Back in print by popular 
demand. BKAW01 

Paperback, 149 pages 

$ 4.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 • 888 357-6216 



look Ouf 
OTEA-NEWS, August 2001, (published by the 

Tennessee Education Association) reports that an ap
peals court upheld the Chicago school board's policy 
of providing medical insurance for same-sex partners 
of employees. The school board said it wants to at
tract homosexual teachers "who have a healthy ac
ceptance of their own sexuality" because they can 
serve as role models for gay students (sent to us by a 
friend in Tennessee). 

Town Bans Santa Claus 

Ols something strange in the water in Montgom
ery County, Md.? This enclave of leftist thought po
lice is notorious for censoring Indian nicknames of 
sports teams and trying to criminalize smoking in pri
vate homes. Now one of its towns has banned Santa 
Claus. 

Kensington Mayor Lynn Raufaste says that a 
mere two families "felt that they would be uncom
fortable" with Santa being part of the annual Christ
mas tree lighting. So the town council gave St. Nick 
the heave-ho-ho-ho. 

These two families, who don't celebrate Christ
mas, say they feel excluded because - duh - Santa 
is synonymous with the holiday. 

In years past, Santa would arrive on a fire truck 
and light the tree with the mayor. But on Sunday, the 
mayor will light the tree herself, something she calls 
"a shame," WJLA-TV reported today. 

How come kooky, out-of-touch bureaucrats and 
politicians have no consideration for the majority 
who are "uncomfortable" with P.C. idiocy? 

Sexual Superpower 

OWELLINGTON, New Zealand (Reuters) - The 
United States remains the sexual superpower of the 
world with Americans making love more often and 
with more partners than any other nationality, ac
cording to a survey by a leading condom manufac
turer. 

Durex said on Tuesday that its annual poll of 
18,500 people in 28 countries showed the world was 
having more sex and starting earlier than ever be
fore, and the United States was leading the field in all 
departments. 

The survey - carried out in May and published 
ahead of World Aids Day on December 1 - showed 
respondents averaging sex 97 times a year, up from 
96 last year. 

But those Americans questioned averaged sex 

124 times a year and were also starting earlier than 
anyone else at an average age of 16. Americans also 
had the highest average number of lifetime sex part
ners, at 14. 

The Greeks made love the second most fre
quently-117 times a year on average-while the 
Germans were the second youngest to get started at 
16.6 years. 

France's reputation as a nation of lovers took 
something of a hit with frequency dropping from 
121 times a year to 110 and slumping from top of 
the number of partners table to second with 13 com
pared to 17 a year ago. 

Almost one third of all people said they had been 
faithful to one partner, while 16% claimed more 
than 10 partners. 

Stupid Is as Stupid Does 
OPro-Taliban Pakistani group Afghan Defense 

Council pledges to "provide lifetime financial sup
port to those who die fighting the Americans," re
ports UPI (National Review, 12-3-01). 

Home Schooling 
0 Homeschooled children are friendlier, more 

independent, and more socially developed than their 
peers from public or private schools. They also have 
higher self-esteem. 

These findings come from a new study by the 
Fraser Institute, a public-policy organization in 
Vancouver, British Columbia. "Popular belief holds 
that homeschooled children are socially backward 
and deprived, but research shows the opposite: that 
homeschooled children are actually better socialized 
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than their peers," says Claudia Hepburn, director of 
education policy at the institute. 

The study says these benefits may come from 
having parents, rather than peers, as primary behav
ior models. Extracurricular activities and home
school associations may also provide social settings. 

The study also finds that by eighth grade, 
homeschooled students perform four grade levels 
above the national average. Homeschooled students 
tend to score significantly higher on standardized 
college entrance tests. 

The American Federation of Teachers declined 
our request for comment on the study. But Janet 
Bass of the AFT told Baptist Press that it is not pos
sible to compare results from homeschools and 
public or private schools. "They're two totally differ
ent environments." Bass said. According to the 
National Center for Education Statistics, 850,000 
students in the United States were home-schooled 
in 1999 (Christianity Today, 10-3-01). 

Sorceress 
\~;The Rev. Jamyi Witch, who has voluntarily 

ministered to Wisconsin inmates for at least two 
years, began her new full-time position at the maxi
mum security facili ty this week. She is believed to be 
the first Wiccan chaplain in Wisconsin and one of 
only a handful nationwide. 

Department of Corrections officials on Wednes
day defended the hire, saying Witch met the 
position's requirements and that it would be unfair 
and illegal to bar her from serving because of her 
faith. They also said that because the facility has an
other chaplain, and because inmates will have access 
to numerous volunteer ministers, that no one would 
feel uncomfortable with Witch. 

Boswell-Hardeman 
Discussion 

on 
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conducted in the Ryman Auditorium Nashville, Tennessee 
May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

God's Prophetic word 
12 chapters: The Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; The Church Age; 
The Throne of David; The Second Coming of Christ- Is It 
Imminent?; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Premillennial?; Seventh Day Adventism - Its Origin and Its 
Errors; The Consequences of Premillennialism; Anglo
lsraelism; Excursus on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the 
appendix, "Passages from the Pioneers" provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premillennialism and to help 
guard the church against this insidious doctrine. 
BKAM07 paperback 573 pgs ....................................... 18.95 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

A comprehensive treatment of the issues concerning the 
second coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some connect with that event. 
BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs ....................................... 17.95 

The One Book 
Divided into over 244 topics, overflowing with information. 
Topics include: Exodus, Type and Antitype; The Shadow of 
Things to Come; What the Holy Spirit Does, Character and 
Mission of Samson; The Gospel in a Nutshell; Prayer and 
Salvation; Is an Alien a Sinner?; The Sin That Has No 
Forgiveness; The Most Prolific Source of Infidelity; Choosing 
by Faith; Fools for Christ's Sake; The Success and Failure of 
the Gospel; The Refuge of Lies; On Fasting; Formula for 
Elders; Use of Word Children/Child; Rule by Elders or 
Committees?; Gospel of 10 Words; Misapplied Passages; 
Scriptural Argument Against Dancing; Jude's Abbreviated 
Exhortation; Seven Controverted Questions, and many more. 
BKAM06 hardback 528 pgs ......................................... 24.95 

The Book of Revelation 
Brother Wallace presents his view that the book of 
Revelation belonged solely to the tribulation period of the 
early churches, and that its symbols were fulfilled in the 
experiences of those churches. The conclusion he draws has 
been irresistible to him and is predicated on the solid 
arguments herein postulated, that the composition of the 
apocalypse was of a pre-destruction of Jerusalem date, 
under the reign of Nero Caesar. 
BKAM01 paperback 477 pgs ....................................... 20.95 

$4.00 shipping and handling for one book 
add .75 s&h for each additional book ordered 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why does Psalm 119 have words like 
zain and teth as a sort of heading over groups of 

verses? They are different. I would like to know. 

Response: These words are the names of the let 
ters of the Hebrew alphabet. In Psalm 119 they 

are arranged in the order a Hebrew student recites 
them, just as we, in reciting the English alphabet, say 
a, b, c, d, and so forth. Aleph, the first letter in the 
Hebrew alphabet, is the heading for the first eight 
verses, beth, the second, is the heading for the next 
eight, and so on through the 17 6 verses: 22 letters in 
the Hebrew alphabet, times 8 verses per letter, 
equals 176 verses. The Psalm is an "acrostic" com-

' 
posed so that each verse begins with a particular let-
ter, and the letters are in a certain order. Some acros
tics are built on the order of letters in a particular 
word. A well-known acrostic in English is, 

]. .. esus 
0 ... thers 
Y. .. ourself, 

signifying the order in which we must keep our pri
orities, if we are to have joy. 

In Psalm 119 the order is that of the Hebrew al
phabet. In the original Hebrew, the first word in ev
ery verse in each set of eight verses begins with the 
letter that is the heading for that set of verses. 

When the primary concern is to translate mean
ing accurately, it is nearly impossible to translate an 
acrostic from one language into another and keep it 
an acrostic. No English translation of the Old Testa
ment, of which I am aware, even tries. There is no 
way to know this Psalm is an acrostic just by reading 
an English Bible. 

Another interesting feature of Psalm 119 is that 
nearly every verse contains one of about ten words 
that refer to the word, law, precepts, ordinances, 
judgments, etc., of God. 

Acrostics Frequent in Hebrew Poetry 
The use of acrostics was a frequent feature of 

Old Testament Hebrew poetry. 
The "worthy woman" tribute in Proverbs is an 

acrostic. The first letter of each of its 22 verses (Prov. 
31 : 10-31) comprises the Hebrew alphabet in order. 

In addition to those already noted (and ignoring 
a few irregularities), Psalm 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 
145, and Lamentations 1, 2, 3, and 4 are acknowl
edged alphabetical acrostics. Lamentations 3 has 
three verses beginning with each letter, for a total of 
66 verses. 

In English, poetry is usually indicated by meter 
and sometimes by rhyme. Hebrew poets used meter 
also, along with various forms of parallelism and de
vices like acrostics, to write poetry. 

It is important to know what makes something 
poetry, because it affects the way things are said. 
That, in turn, may affect the way they are to be un
derstood. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

Hardeman's 
Tabernacle Sermons 

by N. B. Hardeman 

These biblical, eloquent, powerful sermons were 
delivered at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, Tenn., 
1923-1928. Brother Hardeman preached sermons that 
caused the church to grow and prosper. The church 
today is sorely in need of this kind of preaching. A 
study of these sermons will benefit Christians, old and 
young alike. These volumes belong in the library of 
every preacher. 

Volumes 1, 2, 3 
Hardback 

$9.95 each 
$3.00 s&h for one volume • $4.25 for 3 volumes 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Order from Firm Foundation 
1 01 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . ... ............... $5.50 

According t o Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs . .......... . 4.50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . ......... 12.95 

Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and) 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ..................... ................. 6.95 

Functioning Leadership 
in the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs . ............... 3.50 

1) 1\.\l'll),\IIMJ ,'II\1 

10 S,\L\",\IK)\• 

,. ................ . 
·--~ ... l'<o·· .. .. 

Pubtin~the 
PEARLS 
in pleace 

.......... 

~ U.::.pll~t Church 

UK: rtew Tc~lur.nc.nt 

Chur<.h 

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ........... .............................................. .. 4.50 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . ............................................................ 4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6.00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible- Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8Y.2x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................... '14.97 

Thoughts of Gold in Words of Silver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
Solomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita
tive. Every quotation of Scripture is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world. Since all truth found in and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs . ......................................... 9.99 

Shipping - $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., (903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 

Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285>· on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

-Missouri-
-Alaska- Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew Farmington_ Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ..... -Ohio-

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 

-Alabama- -Oklahoma-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44111 Ave., Christ, 4300 N. Ann .Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation Larry Thomas, preacher. 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy - South Carolina -
36 E, one mile'east of Hwy 67· Sun. 9=

30• 10
=
30 Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or H (P 0 Bo 25) 29652 S 10 
778-8955 wy. 14 • • x 6 • un. , 11 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. - California -

- Tennessee -Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh Cochran, preacher. 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012, Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

-Texas-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 ..... 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster)· Dobbs, preacher. 

a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

New Testament Conversions 
by V. E. Howard 

This 13·chapter series on conversions in the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. A 
study of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: "What must I do to be saved?• 

Paperback, 151 pages. 

$ 5.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari119 & Sliarill£1 
N Cl1'Sfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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The words of hope and inspiration in this 
lovely book speak to the hopes and longings 
of anyone who has ever needed to make 
sense of life and wanted to make a difference 
in the lives of others, who has ever felt guilty 
or lonely or afraid or empty. will have 
everlasting value. hardback, 96 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simp.ficity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilso11 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(elllofifcrl erhiitm} 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3• x 5'/o•. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Special gift edition 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life or Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas rcsiclcnrs add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 
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The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Uurton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Two Covenants 
edited by B. J. Clarke 

Confusion concerning the relationship 
between the two covenants abounds in 
the denominational world and is finding 
its way into the hearts of more and more 
members of the church. This book 
teaches the truth about the covenants 
and equips readers with the ability to dis
cern and defeat the errors advanced by 
so many today. Hardback, 804 pages. 

$15.00 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ........... ..... ............ $19.95 

$3.50 slh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

( ONT01PQilARY 
CONWI>IS 

Of 
OIOJSTWIS 

Contemporary Concerns 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead .. . doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related maHer is ac· 
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All ads, classified, direc
tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. All ads 
must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 
month. 

Preachers Needed 
Windsor Park Church of Christ in Corpus Christi, 
TX is looking for a full-time pulpit minister. Our 
congregation has 400+ members and a 
determination to grow. Candidate should be a 
family man with several years experience in the 
pulpit. Send audio/video tapes, video preferred, 
with r~sum~, ministry philosophy, and references 
to 4420 S. Staples, Corpus Christi TX, 78411 
ATIN: Minister Search Committee. Please send 
info before December 31", 2001 if possible. 

Questions 
and Answers 

OpeuForam 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an-
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Freed· 
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
in the lectureship day. Most of the ques-
tions involve controversial matters. 

Paperback, 381 pages 

$14.95 
$3.50 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damo_n, TX 77430 

888-367-6216 

Back In print! 

Questions 
and Answers 
Open Forum Volume 2 

by Guy N. Woods 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$4.50 s&h for both volumes 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The Juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the Juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~m~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Culturally diverse congregation of 60 seeks sound 
evangelistic gospel preacher, available Oct. 1". May 
need partial support. Salary includes 3 BR house. 
Send r~sum~ and audio or video tape to: Hopkins 
Rd. Church of Christ, 8325 Hopkins Rd., 
Richmond, VA 23237. Call (804) 379-1392 or fax 
(804) 378-9610. BobASI@aol.com 

/Tree 
Firm Foundation 

Year 2002 
Wall Calendar 

23• wide x 34• high • 12 months showing 

We charge handling and shipping only. 

1·10 calendars •••• $7.00 
11·16 calendars •••••• 8.50 
17·20 calendars .... 10.00 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
50 mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

Minister needed: The congregation, about 100 
members, is located in a community of 10,000. 
We are one hour from the Gulf of Mexico and 30 
minutes from Mobile, Ala. We are looking for an 
experienced, sound gospel preacher; married and 
a self-starter. Send r~sum~ and tape to the: Bay 
Minette Church of Christ, P.O. Box 1106, Bay 
Minette, AL 36507. For more information: 334-
937-3171 or e-mail: Jchessmatt@msn.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, 1N 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1·800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

University Church of Christ 
11114 Spur 248 • Tyler, TX 75707 

Seeks Youth Minister 
We are a congregation of 250+ members over-
seen by four elders, looking for a dedicated, doc· 
trinally sound man to work with our youth program. 
If you are Interested, please send a r6sum6 to the 
elders attention at the above address. 

Moffitt's Bible Commentary 
The New Testament 

by Jerry Moffitt 

Brother Moffitt's one-volume com· 
mentary on the New Testament deals 
succinctly and poignantly with every 
book of the New Testament. It has a 
separate chapter on each book of the 
New Testament, which Includes a brief 
Introduction and a different section for 
each chapter of that particular book. 
CMBH01 629 pgs •• hardback 

$19.95 
$3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

888-367-6216 
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1'reea-!Jiartfeman Lectures - 1990 

AdVandng Christianity 
This book contains articles by StJCh notable men as 

Leroy Brownlow, Willard Collins, Adron Doran, Ralph 
Gilmore, SamE. Hester, Wayne Jackson, Paul Kidwell 
Sr., Wendell Winkler. There are than 29 additional 
authors who make the theme come alive. There are 44 
lessons including special chapters for women by Elsie 
Huffard, Louise Cox, and Laurel Sewell. 

Advancing Christianity is the challenge for the church 
in every age. We must have the courage, skill,· and 
desire to reach a lost world with the glorious gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Preservation of the Faith 
Motivating Teenages ro Missions Involvement 
Preaching: Attacking Sin Directly 
When Preaching the Truth Is Not Enough 
Moving the Church Forward 
Ascertaining Bible Authority 
Finding My Place in the Church 
The Theories of Church Government 
Hymnology of the Restoration Movement 
The Book of Acts: Growth of the Church In Acts 
The Church in a State of Crisis 
Reaching the Skeptic 
The New Testament Church: Is it Necessary for 
Salvation? 
Apollos: Portrait of a Preacher 
The Mission of the Church 
Good sermon material 

$17.95 
plus $3.50 slh 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now! 
Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@qulk.com 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
January 2002 

Address service requested. 

The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Liberalism did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book's plea is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an "I think" or an "it feels good" religion. Rather it 
encourages adherence to the instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prin
ciples. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhood Institutions in preparation 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work in Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year In addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church in Montgom
ery, Alabama. paperback, 205 pgs. 

• ..• His grasp of the problem of liberalism is broader than 
any that I've read. It Is an excellent source book for sermons 
and lectures regarding the most serious problem In the 
church to day ... • W. Douglass Harris, Minister 

• ... Challenging, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
healthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and done the church a great service. He has 
Issued a sober call to retum to our senses. This book will 
warm the heart and propel one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible. • Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

$9.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Fax (979) 553-3721 
Jprophet@qulk.com 

~-' ,~ :.. . 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Dallas, TX 

Permit No.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2002 

Vol. 117 Houston, Texas • February 2002 No.2 

Assemblies 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

I. General Assemblies 
Apparently a~ any time, day or night, New Testament 
Christians (Acts 18:8; 11 :26) assembled "together at 
the same place," sometimes the "whole congrega
tion," to engage in three activities: singing, praying, 
and hearing one or more speakers build "up the con
gregation," encouraging and bringing "good cheer" 
(1 Cor. 14:3, 15, 23, 27). 

Their worship in singing was a "sacrifice of 
praise to God," the "fruit of" their "lips," a "pluck
ing" of "the strings of their hearts "to the Lord" 
(Heb. 13:15; Eph. 5: 19). At every service there was 
in the first century, and still today, an invisible singer, 
Jesus himself. A thousand years before he came to 
the earth he had planned to sing in every assembly, 
and he had David to announce it: "In the midst of 
the congregation I will praise you" (Psa. 22:22). By 
faith every Christian knows that the unseen sirtger is 
present, as Jesus sings to his Father according to his 
promise: "In the congregation I will sing hymns of 
praise to you" (Heb. 2:12). 

Similarly, when someone leads a prayer in the as
sembly, always "in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Eph. 5 :20), that same invisible Jesus hears 
every word, and he too speaks up as an intercessor to 
the Father for his "brothers" of whom "he is not 
ashamed" (Heb. 2:11; 1 John 2:1). What an experi
ence every Christian has in general assemblies with 
Jesus always present, as they sing, pray, and hear les
sons. These are divinely planned activities for Chris
tians' "upbuilding" (1 Cor. 14:26). 

II. Special Assemblies 
In addition to singing, praying, and teaching in gen
eral assemblies, two other divinely planned activities 
for the edification of Christians are the Lord's Supper 
and the giving of money, both apparently set for the 
first day of every week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

Christians are taught not to forsake "the assem
bling of ourselves together," and to exhort one an
other, "and so much the more, as you see the day ap
proaching" (Heb. 10:25). What day of an assembly 
not to be forsaken could Christians (in the first cen
tury and now) see approaching? 

Some have thought that the inspired author of 
the book of Hebrews was referring to the day of de
struction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. But Christians 
were not to assemble when General Titus brought his 
army to Jerusalem. Forty years before A.D. 70. Jesus 
had advised "the ones living in Judea" to "escape to 
the mountains" and "Pray that your flight be not in 
winter neither on a sabbath" (Matt. 24:16-20). Forty 
years later some of Jesus' followers remembered his 
advice and "fled to Pella across the Jordan" 
(Eusebius, Church History, III, 5). 

What day of assembly not to be forsaken could 
Christians (in the first century and now) see ap
proaching? The marginal reference in the ASV of 
Hebrews 10:25 turns the reader to 1 Corinthians 
3:13: "The day shall declare it, because it is revealed 
in fire; and the fire itself shall prove each man's work 
of what sort it is." However, Christians have never 
seen that day of fire (2 Pet. 3:10) approaching: "No 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Unity 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I pray ... they should be one" Uesus). 
The fact that the Lord prayed for unity 
among his disciples has been used to gen

erate a hateful judgmental rejection of those 
who "having heard the word, hold it fast." 

Not a few among us incorrectly claim that 
Jesus' prayer for oneness means doctrinal purity 
must yield to fellowship with all who profess to 
accept Jesus as the Son of God ... and some go ..__ _ ___;......-:::~-... 

so far as to say that the unity must extend tore-
ligions that reject Jesus as the unique Savior of the world -
which, of course, makes the cross meaningless. 

Well, let us look at the prayer once again. The exact words of 
Jesus are, "Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that 
believe on me through their word; that they may all be one; even 
as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in 
us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me" Uohn 
17:20-21). 

Jesus prayed for those who believe on him through the word 
of the apostles - which was not their word, but the word given to 
them by the Spirit of Truth Uohn 16:13; 1 Cor. 2 :13). 

Paul made the point that he had not received the gospel from 
men, but it came to him "through revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 
1:11-12). 

It is by the power and truth of the word of Christ that belief 
comes (Rom. 10:17). 

Belief and faith in the New Testament translate the Greek 
word pistis. This word is sometimes translated "faith" and other 
times it is rendered "belief." There is therefore no essential differ
ence in faith and belief in New Testament usage. 

Those who hear, receive, and obey the word of Christ as re
ported by the apostles through the agency of the Holy Spirit are 
believers. All others have a dead faith, or no faith at all. Demons 
are said to believe and shudder Uames 2:19), but demons are not 
saved. They believe that Jesus is the Son of God (Matt. 8:28-29), 
but do not obey him, and, therefore, their worthless faith is dead 
Uames 2:26). 

When Jesus prayed for those that "believe on me through their 
word," he was obviously and undeniably praying for those whose 
belief was sincere and strong enough to obey him. Only such be
lievers were the subjects of the Savior's prayer for unity. To make 
the plea of oneness apply to unbelievers or professing believers 



who do not- or will not- obey him is egregious. 
For example, the Bible teaches that baptism is to be adminis

tered to penitent believers (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16), and involves 
burial an·d resurrection (Rom. 6:4-5; Col. 2:12). Its purpose is a 
new birth Uohn 3:5), a washing away of sins (Acts 22:16), and is 
unto (to obtain) the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Baptism saves 
because it is the point at which salvation from alien sins occurs (1 
Pet. 3:21). 

There are several possible reactions to this biblical teaching on 
baptism. The correct response is to accept what the Bible says and 
practice what it teaches about baptism. However, a person may (a) 
disregard what the Bible says about baptism involving immersion 
and insist on sprinkling as a substitute, or he may (b) deny that the 
candidate for baptism must believe and repent, or (c) that baptism 
is the new birth, or (d) some combination of these possible re
sponses. 

Others may insist on baptism being a burial and resurrection 
but stoutly deny that it brings forgiveness and salvation, asserting 
that salvation comes at the point of faith before and without fur
ther works of obedience - all of this without any credible scrip
tural proof and in defiance and denial of unmistakable Bible teach
ing. 

How is it possible for a person who accepts the Bible teaching 
that baptism is a burial and a resurrection (Rom. 6:4-6; Col. 2: 12) · 
to have unity with one who rejects what the Bible. says and teaches 
that baptism is sprinkling? 

How is it possible for one who knows that "except one be 
born of water and the spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God" Uohn 3 :5) to unite with someone who advocates the false 
idea that the new birth into the kingdom of God does not involve 
water? 

Here is another illustration: the Bible teaches that in making 
music in praise of God we are to sing (Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16-
17; James 5:13). The believer is also told "Whosoever goeth on
ward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God" (2 
John 9). To emphasize: anyone who goes beyond the New Testa
ment command to sing and uses machinery in an attempt to wor
ship deity has not God • ••• He is without God . •.. He is devoid of a 
right relationship with his Creator. 

Now, how can a believer who has God be "one" with another 
person who does not have God? 

Contrary to what some seem to think, those who first raised 
the appeal on the American continent for a restoration of the New 
Testament church were primarily and above all else concerned 
with going strictly by the Bible. The idea that "calling Bible things 
by Bible names and doing all things in the Bible" way was also a 
basis for unity came later. 

Here was the sequence: those who first raised the clarion call 
· for a return to the new covenant pattern of teaching, work, and 

worship were members of various denominational churches. 
Many were Presbyterians, some were Methodists, others were 
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Baptists, or were identified with some other Protes
tant or Anglican denomination. Their study of the 
Bible convinced them that the creed books of their 
assorted religious orders were wrong. 

If the Bible is right, inherited depravity, direct 
operation of the Holy Spirit on the human mind, sal
vation by faith alone and through grace only, impos
sibility of apostasy, mechanical instruments in wor
ship of God, and ecclesiastical hierarchies are wrong. 
Their plea was, "Let us cast aside the creed books 
that are of purely human origin, and go by the Bible 
only, which is given by revelation of Jesus Christ." 

There is a magnetic power in the magnificent 
plea to "speak where the Bible speaks and be silent 
where the Bible is silent." 

It is right. It is scriptural. It is charming and, 
when properly presented, almost irresistible, though 
it is always possible to deny the obvious. 

Search the scriptures, because ye think that in 
them ye have eternal life; and these are they 
which bear witness of me Uesus]; and ye will not 
come to me, that ye may have life (John 5 :39-40). 

In other words, there can be a rejection of the 
teaching of Jesus while the person is claiming to 
search the scriptures in pursuit of righteousness. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven (Jesus of Nazareth). 

Some honor God with their lips but their heart is 
far from him (Matt. 15 :8). 

Note, too, that Jesps is in a familial·relationship 
with those who do the will of God (Mark 3 :35). The 
implication is that if the will of God is not honored 
with obedience then there is no fellowship with 
Jesus. 

Shall we fellowship those whom Jesus rejects? 
When the 19th-century pioneers of the restora

tion of New Testament Christianity began to "speak 
as the oracles of God," and reject human creeds that 
vainly "teach as their doctrine the precepts of men" 
(Matt. 15 :9), they were driven out of their denomi
national affiliation. 

When Campbell spoke the truth on the two cov
enants and baptism, he was forced out of the 
Redstone Baptist Association. They would not accept 
the teaching of the Bible, and Campbell would not 
turn away from that teaching. There was an impasse. 
All of the early advocates of restoration had the same 
experience. 

4 
Now, what makes anyone today think that the 
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denominations will tolerate the whole truth on bap
tism, or worshiping God only in song, or the Holy 
Spirit working through the revealed and confirmed 
word? 

The creed books are still preferred above the 
Bible. 

When people do "the will of God from the heart" 
and steadfastly refuse bowing to manuals and disci
plines of mortal origin, there will be a dichotomy -
an irreconcilable difference. To bridge the chasm the 
Bible must be compromised because most men will 
not give up their cher~shed human creeds. They "love 
vanity, and seek after falsehood." 

It is embarrassingly tragic when some among us 
present the champions of denominationalism as he
roes, and brand those who stand staunchly for the 
Bible, the Bible only, and nothing but the Bible as 
culprits. . . 

Some use Jesus' prayer for unity as an excuse to 
wrongly accuse the faithful of being the cause of di
vision. 

The saints are browbeaten in public discourse be
cause they will not forsake eternal verities, and those 
who place man-made creeds above Christ are 
adored. 
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Guilty about what? - Guilty at being ourselves, 
guilty at not being ourselves. I don't know: guilty 
at feeling guilty, guilty because we don't feel 
guilty. Above all we want to confess - to any
body about anything (Cecil jenkins, Message 
From Serius, 1961). 

Self-contempt ~d self-loathing cause some na
tional leaders to travel the world apologizing for the 
imagined sins of previous generations (but never 
mentioning their own iniquity). 

We may feel noble for confessing when we 
haven't done anything wrong. Many religious lead
ers have fallen into this error. 

God grant that we never express regret and ask 

Assemblies 
(continued from page 1) 

one knows about that day and hour, neither the an
gels, nor the Son, but the Father only" (Matt. 24:36). 
Consequently, no Christian can see "the day of judg
ment" (Matt. 10: 15) approaching. 

What day of assembly not to be forsaken could 
Christians (in the first century and now) see ap
proaching? The apostle Paul, though on a hurried 
journey "from Philippi" to get to "Jerusalem on the 
day of Pentecost" (Acts 20:6), "tarried seven days" in 
Troas, apparently wai~ing for "the first day of the 
week" when the Christians in Troas would not for
sake their assembling "to break bread" (Acts 20:6-7). 

The breaking of bread apparently refers to the 
"Lord's Supper," a worship service not done "at 
home" (cf. 1 Cor. 11:20, 34 ). Consequently, devoted 
Christians today, without a specific command, look 
back to the example set in Troas in A.D. ·s7, and from 
Monday on,· through each week, can see the first day 
of the week, Sunday, approaching. In love and appre
ciation they never want to forsake that special assem
bly set for the day that they can see approaching. 

· Some early Christians, bondservants, had a non
Christian master who demanded that his slaves be at 
work in his fields seven days a week at sun up. The 
heart-felt devotion of his Christian slaves caused 
them to get out of bed on Sunday mornings before 
daylight and have the Lord's Supper together, before 
reporting for work. 

Many congregations have started in somebody's 
living room. Paul sent greetings to "Nympha and the 
congregation in her house" in Colosse (Col. 4:15). 

forgiveness for being right. And may he give us the 
inner strength to stand foursquare for the saving gos
pel though the entire world may frown its displea-
sure. 

And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever (1 John 2: 17). 

Neither for these only do I pray, but for them 
also that believe on me through their word 
Uohn 17:20). 

I have given them thy word; and the world 
hated them, because they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world Uohn 17:14). 

P.O. Box 690912 
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Paul remembered that in that same city that a con
gregation assembled in the "house" of Philemon 
(Phil. 1-2). He also knew that his beloved friends 
"Aquila and Prisca" [Priscilla] started congregations 
"in their house" both in Ephesus and in Rome (1 
Cor. 16:19; Rom. 16:3-5). 

On Sunday, after L.L. Brigance baptized me in the 
city swimming pool in 1923 at Caruthersville, Mo., I 
first partook of the Lord's Supper in the living room of 
a Christian widow (sister Hunt), where about ten 
Christians started the Caruthersville congregation. At 
that time I did not know that Jesus also was present 
spiritually, and that he, along with the ten, partook of · 
the Lord's Supper with us, just as he had promised: "I 
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assure you, I will not drink again of this fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom" (Matt. 26:29). 

The "Father's kingdom" is Jesus' "church" 
(Matt. 16:18), which was established on Sunday, 
May 28, A.D. 30, in Jerusalem. From that Lord's 
Day until now faithful Christians have "continued 
stedfasdy" in the "breaking of bread" (Acts 2:42) on 
"the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7) with the 
happy assurance that an unseen Jesus spiritually par
takes with them. 

On a few occasions Lois (my late wife) and I have 
had the Lord's Supper in a motel room. On Lord's 
aay, May 30, 1971, in a room at the airport hotel in 
Tel Aviv, Israel, the worship service included a ser
mon capably delivered by Gene Priest to three listen
ers, Joe and Harold Bryant and Hugo. 

Also, on the first day of the week, faithful Chris
tians, as they are financially able, bring contributions 
and put them into the common treasury of the con
gregation to-be used in the Lord's work. 

The Living Oracles, a New Testament translation 
by Alexander Campbell in 1826 of 1 Corinthians 
16:2, says: 

On the first day of every week, let each of you 
lay somewhat by itself, according as he may have 
prospered, putting it into the treasury; that 
when I come, there may be then no collections. 

111. A Supplement 
Each Christian at Corinth was commanded to "lay 
aside" (titheto) a contribution, if he had earned any
thing, and at the assembly to put his contribution 
into the treasury (thesaurizon), so that there would 
be no collections (logeiat1 when Paul arrived (1 Cor. 
16:2). The word thesaurizon, "store up, save, put 
aside," in the context has to refer to putting the con
tribution into the treasury. 

The word thesaurizon literally has the same 
meaning as titheto, but in context thesaurizon refers 
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to an action after the action of titheto, one action 
done at home, planning (2 Cor. 9: 7) how much to 
give, and another action at the assembly, putting the 
money into the treasury. 

But if someone says both words must be literally 
translated, then there is no treasury, and each one 
hands his contribution to Paul, making many collec
tions by him. The fact that Paul did not want many 
collections shows there was to be a treasury, from 
which one collection would be given to Paul. 

Every (kata) Sunday, let each one (hekastos) of 
you lay aside (titheto) by himself (par' heauto ), if he 
earns anything, and put it into a treasury 
(thesaurizon); so that there will be no collections 
(logeiai) when I come (1 Cor. 16:2). 

The phrase "by himself" (par' heauto) is a repeti
tion of "each one" (hekastos), and so is not needed 
for a clear English translation. If the action of titheto 
completes the idea of putting something aside "by 
himself" (par' heauto) "at his home" (Thayer, 477, 
and so B-G-D, 610), if he earns anything, then if 
thesaurizon is merely a repetition of the action of 
titheto, Paul would be collecting from each wor
shiper, something he did not want to do. 

It follows then that thesaurizon must refer to 
putting each person's contribution into a treasury, so 
that from it Paul would receive only one collection. 
If Paul meant for thesaurizon to be a repetition of 
titheto, there would be no treasury, and there would 
have been collections, plural (logeiat). 

The 4th edition of my New Testament transla-
tion of 1 Corinthians 16:2 will be: 

On the first day of every week, let each one, if 
he has earned anything, lay by a contribution, 
and put it into the treasury, so that when I come 
no collections will be taken. 

New to me is the teaching denying "that the 
early church had any formal worship assembly on 
Sundays, or that Sunday was even any more signifi
cant a day to them than any other day of the week." 
If there were no formal worship assemblies on Sun
days, why were Christians commanded to "lay by in 
store" on Sunday? Why not any day? 

It is true that Sunday, the first day of the week, in 
the early church was not a Jewish sabbath to be kept 
"holy" (Ex. 20:8; Col. 2:16). It is true that some in 
the early church did hold "that a cenain day is supe
rior, while" others held "every day in esteem" (Rom. 
14:5). Such people were uninformed, probably new 
Christians, and in their situation, if they were "fully 
persuaded," having "conviction," Paul said it is 



wrong to "condemn" and "look down on" them 
(Rom. 14:5, 10, 23). 

Everything "which is not of conviction is sin" 
(Rom. 14:23), but they had conviction, which means 
their observance of "a certain day" or "every day" 
was "for the Lord" (Rom. 14:6). They were honestly 
wrong. In time they would ·learn that in Christianity 
~o day is more sacred than another, and, being hon
est, they would change their conviction. 

However, some Christians in the Galatian con
gregations (!conium, Lystra, Derbe) were not keep
ing their opinion about special days to themselves. 
They were pushing their uninformed opinion about 
special days too far, and Paul had to rebuke them 

sharply: "You are observing days and months and 
seasons and years. I am afraid that I may have la
bored for you in vain" (Gal. 4: 11). 

All Christians know that Christ was raised from 
the dead on the first day of the week (Mark 16:9). 
Though all days are the Lord's days by creation, 
Jesus' resurrection makes Sunday, not a religious 
holy day, but one of happy memory. 

Surely John's speaking of "the Lord's day" (Rev. 
1: 1 0) was not to contradict Paul, but only as a joyous 
memory of what happened on the first day of the 
week. 
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Vancouver, WA 98661 

cmccordB@msn.com 
Fp 

The Beauty of Holiness 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

T hree times the Israelites were commanded 
(1 Chron. 16:29; 2 Chron. 20:21; Psa. 96:9, 
KJV) to "worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness," and one time Christians were told (Psa. 
110:3; Matt. 22:41-46, KJV) in advance that they 
would participate "in the beauties of holiness." 

Holiness (qodesh, 2 Chron. 31:18; hagiosune, 2 
Cor. 7:1) is (1) being separated from fleshly defile
ments and "abominable customs" (Lev. 18-30; 2 Cor. 
7: 1; 1 Pet. 1: 1-16) and (2) being attached to the 
Lord in love with all of one's heart, soul, and might 
(Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:37-38). 

Beautiful holiness is internal and invisible, a 
"faith working through love" (Gal. 5 :6). Without ho
liness "no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14). 

Beauty (hadrath, Prov. 20:29; horaios, Rom. 
10: 15), the opposite of ugliness, is attractiveness, 
splendor, and loveliness. Ugly Old Testament wor
ship was offering animal sacrifices (zebahim) by un
holy Jews (lsa. 1 :2-17). 

We have a large selection of Bibles. 
Call us toll-free. 

-Firm Foundation-

1-888-367-6216 

Ugly New Testament worship by unholy Chris
tians is threskeia (the "ceremonies" of worship with
out care for "orphans and widows," Thayer, p. 292 
Uames 1:26-27]). · 

Thus the only worship that the Lord has ever 
considered beautiful is that which is done by holy, 
self-denying people (Matt. 16:24; 1 Pet. 1:16). 

It is sad that the beautiful words spoken to Jews 
(1 Chron. 16:29; 2 Chron. 20:21; Psalm 96:9), and in 
advance to Christians (Psa. 110:3; Matt. 22:41-46) 
have been mistranslated by scholars thinking that God 
was demanding "apparel worn at solemn festivals" 
(Gesenius, p. 218). It is true that Jewish priests were 
required to wear "holy garments ... for glory and for 
beauty" (Ex. 28:2, 40), but the non-priests had no 
such requirement. 

The citations specifying acceptable worship (1 
Chron. 16:29; 2 Chron. 20:21; Psa. 96:9) for non
priests and for Christians (Psa. 110:3) called for 
nothing external, but only inward devotion, heartfelt 
consecration, total commitment to the Lord. But the 
ASV scholars erred in inserting the word a"a'Y in the 
commandment "worship Jehovah in holy array" 
both for the Jews (1 Chron. 16:29; 2 Chron. 20:21; 
Psa. 96:9) and for Christians (Psa. 110:3). The NASB 
also uses "holy array" in one place for the Jews (1 
Chron. 16:29) and in the one place for Christians 
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(Psa. 110:3). For some reason, in two other citations 
for the Jews, the NASB uses "holy attire" (1 Chron. 
16:29; Psa. 96:9). 

If physical garments, uniforms for worship, were 
required for acceptable worship by both the Jews 
and Christians, then the "sons of God" Uob 1:6; Psa. 
29:1-2), believed to be angels, will have to put on 
vestments, for they are given the same command 
given to Jews and Christians: "Worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness" (Psa. 29:1-2, KJV), or, as in 
the ASV: "Worship Jehovah in holy array." 

Not only did the ASV and the NASB err in add
ing the word for a physical vestment, but the NIV 
has added another word not in the Hebrew text: 
"his," referring to God. 

Come study with us ... 

Three times (1 Chron. 16:29; 2 Chron. 20:21; 
Psa. 96:9) the Jews are told, and one time (Psa. 29:1-
2) the "sons of God" are told, to "worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness," but the "his" is omit
ted in the remarks about Christians (Psa. 110:3 ). It is 
true that God is "holy" (Ex. 15:11; Psa. 60:6; Isa. 
6:3; Rev. 4:8), but textually in 1 Chronicles 16:29; 2 
Chronicles 20:21; Psalm 96:9 the holiness of the 
Jews is spoken of, not "his" (God's), and in Psalm 
29:1-2 the holiness of the "sons of God" is spoken 
of, not "his" (God's). Then, for some reason, the 
NIV in Psalm 110:3 pictures some "troops" who are 
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''Children Are Like Arrows 
in the Hand of a Mighty Man'' 

By Brad Harrub 

At 3:00p.m., mom stops folding laundry and be
gins contemplating what to fix for dinner. Sud
denly she hears the unmistakable sound of 

little feet running down the sidewalk. Within seconds, 
the front door bangs open and little Calvin comes run
ning down the hallway into a brightly lit kitchen. As 
mom frantically tries to keep the mud tracks off the 
floor, little Calvin circles round and round, shoqting: 
"Guess what video we watched today at school!" With 
a dustpan in one hand, and an old wooden broom in 
the other, mom looks up and replies, "What Calvin?" 
Calvin lets out an ear-piercing scream and yells, "Di
nosaurs!" And without taking another breath he be
gins rattling off the names of dinosaurs: "We saw a 
Brachiosaurus, Apatosaurus, Deinonychus, Tricer
atops, Stegosaurus, Spinosaurus, Tyrannosaurus rex, 
and a Velociraptor! Oh, mom you should have seen 
them. They were so cool. I want to get some books 
about them. Can we please? Can we mom?" 

And so, without any advance notice, mom is 
thrown into the realm of the dinosaurs. No one ever 
warned her that motherhood would require expert 
knowledge on things like dinosaurs and the age of the 
earth! Over the next few days, the questions increase 

Dinosaurs and Creation 
by Donald B. DeYoung~ 

Dr. DeYoung is the former editor of the Creation 
Research Society Quarterly, and is no newcomer 
to the study of dinosaurs. He tackles - from a 
creationist perspective-the most commonly asked 
questions concerning dinosaurs in a way that pro-
vides accurate answers for both children and adults. 
The question-and-answer format, concise glos-
sary, and easy-to-use indexes combine to create a 
book useful for teachers, home-schooling parents, 
preachers, or anyone else interested in this fasci-

subject. pb 141 pgs. .a*. 
$9.99 ~ 

$2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

and intensify: "When were the dinosaurs around? 
Why did they become extinct? How old is the earth? 
What makes something fossilize?" Mom knows a 
great deal about cleaning clothes, balancing a budget, 
and how to make a half-pound of hamburger feed a 
family of 4 with her eyes closed. But dinosaurs? Mom 
doesn't have a clue about dinosaurs, and so she takes 
Calvin to the local library in an effort to appease his 
curious mind. Once inside the library, they find row 
after row of dinosaur books containing big colorful 
pictures on slick glossy paper. And as little Calvin sits 
there on that carpeted floor, surrounded by that famil
iar musty smell of books, he opens one and begins 
reading: ''All life on our planet changes and develops 
over many millions of years. This is called evolution. 
Millions of years ago the dinosaurs roamed the earth, 
long before man ever existed." Funny, that's the same 

The Great Dinosaur Mystery (ages 6-12) 

by Paul S. Taylor 
Introduce your children to dinosaurs from a biblical 
perspective. Contains excellent color pictures from cover 
to cover. Teaches the place of dinosaurs in the Creation, 
the flood, and the history of world since the Flood. Highly 
recommended. hardback, 63 pgs. 

$14.95 
$3.00 shipping and handling • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

The Apologetics Press ... 
Dinosaur Coloring Book (ages 4-8) 

Each page contains a brief caption and simple, but bold 
original drawings. Details about the dinosaurs are 
included. Also included are mazes, searches for hidden 
creatures, dot-to-dot, and matching activities. Teaches 
the truth abut the coexistence on Earth of humans and 
dinosaurs. pb, 34 pgs. 

$2.00/ea. 
$1.25 shipping and handling 
if ordering multiple copies, 
add .25 shipping for each book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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thing Calvin found in the "harmless" sticker books 
that mom bought him at the local discount store. 

Ask an average 1 0-year-old when the dinosaurs 
existed and see what response you get. Then ask 
them about the men that lived with the dinosaurs. 
Chances are, those excited faces that were all ready 
to tell you every single fact you ever wanted to know 
about dinosaurs will immediately change into 
wrinkled brows and puzzling frowns. For, you see, 
we live in a world that has taught our children that 
dinosaurs existed many millions of years ago, prior 
to the existence of man. What happens, then, when 
our children try to reconcile this with the Genesis ac
count of Creation? 

In the first chapter of the book of Genesis, Moses 
details for us the specific events that occurred during 
the six days of creation. Exodus 20:11 states: "For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hal
lowed it." Question: What does that leave out? 
Nothing! The heavens, the earth, the seas and all 
that in them is! That's totally comprehensive, and yet 
our children have been fed a steady diet of the early 

Your 
Mama 
Don't 
Dance 
By Cindy and Glenn Colley 

Getting out of rhythm with contemporary 
parenting philosophies and back in step with God. 

This book is not about being so serious and strict that 
parents don't enjoy their children. It teaches how to be 
serious and strict in such a way as to really enjoy them! 
Reject many current parenting ideas and myths, and get 
back to being what children really need: God-loving, 
children-loving, sensible, sacrificing parents. Children 
need parents who don't dance the world's dance of self
indulgence, of rearing children to define success in 
dollars instead of righteousness, of choosing finances 
over family. 
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private study. It is an excellent tool to help parents reach 
all of the blessings God has reserved for Godly parents. 
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evolutionary appearance of dinosaurs and reptiles, 
with mammals and humans appearing millions of 
years later. Friends, we better wake up and get busy 
teaching our children the truth. Most of us have seen 
the horrifying statistics - nationwide the churches 
of Christ are losing somewhere between 60-90 per
cent of our young people after we send them away 
from the home. How is it that Joseph at the age of 17 
already had enough strength courage and conviction 
to get him through the rough trials that were to 
come (see Gen. 37, 39-40)? Because his parents in
stilled in him at a very young age the importance of 
God in such a way that he never forgot God, even 
during his darkest trials. Why is it that we think that 
it is only after our children have grown up and 
started a family of their own can they find the 
strength they need for their convictions? 

The inspired writer of Psalm 127 made this ob
servation in verse 4, "Children are like arrows in the 
hand of a mighty man." Why do you think the writer 
chose this particular analogy? Do you think the in
spired writer's choice of words happened just by 
chance? Or do you think that the writer realized 
what you and I know today - that long before the 
archer ever places an arrow between his fingers, and 
long before he ever pulls that bowstring taut, that he 
already has sighted his target. He knows long before 
he ever releases that arrow where he wants it to go. 
There is forethought and planning involved in 
launching that arrow. It doesn't just occur haphaz
ardly. We are God's archers! Our children are God's 

Especially for teens 

-Out with \Doubt-
by Kyle Butt 

Out with Doubt is an examination of the evidence that 
shows Christianity to be the one true religion of the one true 
God. Written in a vocabulary and style for junior high and high 
school students, it examines such topics as the existence of 
God, the composition, uniqueness, and inspiration of the 
Bible, the resurrection of Christ, dinosaurs, the age of the 
earth, miracles, and what a person must do to be saved. 

The book has 13 lessons, which makes it perfect for Bible 
classes. Each lesson contains discussion questions to help 
students grasp the concepts presented. Young people today 
are exposed to atheism, agnosticism, evolution, situation 
ethics, and numerous other false concepts. This book shows 
them how to build and strenthen a genuine faith in God, his 
Son, and his word. It is a refreshing change. 125 pgs. pb 
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arrows! We better remember what goal we have our 
sights targeted on, and then launch our children on 
their way with much forethought and planning. Each 
step that we take in guiding and directing our chil
dren should be done with that target in mind that 
big, red bulls-eye that we so lovingly call heaven. 

The problem lies in the fact that many parents 
today lack the proper biblical knowledge and under
standing to firmly send their children towards a 
heavenly goal. Sure, we know the steps of salvation, 
but what happens when our children ask us ques
tions outside the realm of "hear, believe, repent, con
fess, and be baptized?" How can we accurately and 
firmly launch our children towards the goal of 
heaven if we ourselves are deficient in knowledge? 
When our children come to us with questions (and 
they will!) about the age of the earth or about the di
nosaurs, they expect answers. And rightly so! There
fore it is up to us to educate ourselves in such a way 
that those questions get answered, and so that the 
quills on that arrow remain straight and never 
change direction. The answers and evidence that we 
give our children and grandchildren should only fur
ther propel them towards that heavenly target .. we 
must realize if we don't have an answer for our child 
or grandchild, someone out there does. And sooner 
or later that person is going to teach our child 
"their" version of how the Universe came about or 
how humans evolved from ape-like creatures. Then 
they will show beautifully illustrated pictures printed 
on expensive glossy paper to impress your child. And 
before we can turn around, our child has lost his or 
her soul, and we have lost our child. Thanks to the 
men who were ready to answer his question, "Little 
Calvin" no longer holds the Bible as being the in
spired word of God. It becomes just an antiquated 
history book - one not deserving his commitment 
and loyalty. And then little Calvin joins the 
workforce and does what he's watched his parents 
do for years and years - strive for prosperity. But in 
doing so, he forgets about God. Recall what Moses 
wrote in Deuteronomy 4: 

And what nation is there so great, that hath stat
utes and judgments so righteous as all this law, 
which I set before you this day? Only take heed 
to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and 
lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy 
life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons; 
Specially the day that thou stoodest befor~ t~e 
LORD thy God in Horeb, when the LORD satd 
unto me, Gather me the people together, and I 

will make them hear my words, that they may 
learn to fear me all the days that they shall live 
upon the earth, and that they may teach their 
children (8-10). . 

We are God's archers! Our children are God's ar
rows. We must take our responsibility seriously and 
stop allowing other people to launch our children in 
any direction that they please. Our children should 
be sent on their way with such force and such 
strength that by the time they turn 17 or leave the 
home, they possess strong convictions about their re
ligious beliefs. Otherwise, the "church of tomorrow" 
as so many like to call it, will continue walking out 
the doors of our church buildings, never to darken 
those doors again. But be forewarned: this kind of 
direction and guidance requires quality time and a 
Christian example. 

And it must start at home - homes like yours 
and mine. Every book that enters our homes should 
be examined for evolutionary falsehoods. We do not 
allow P.ornography into our homes, so why would 
we allow scientific foolishness that teaches our chil
dren to believe there is no God. Television shows 
that mention those "million-year-old-fossils" should 
immediately be discusse~ with our children. If we 
don't have the answers to their questions, then 
we must, as God's archers, seek diligently to find the 
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answers. It · is our responsibility - not .the 
preacher's, not the elders', and not the Sunday 
school teacher's. We must take every opportunity 
that we can to guide, train, direct, strengthen, and 
lead our children (and grandchildren) so that once 
those arrows leave our hands, we have absolutely no 
doubt as to where they will end UPs , . n 

iipo,ogettcs cress, Inc. 
230 lAndmark Dr. 

Montgomery, AL 36117 
(Brad Harrub earned his doctorate in anatomy 

and neurobiology from the College of Medicine at 
the University of Tennessee in Memphis. He is a 

member of the Society for Neuroscience, and was 
listed in the 2000 edition of Who's Who Among Sci
entists and Researchers. Dr. Harrub is the author or 
co-author of numerous scientific articles published in 
science journals, and a popular speaker on Christian 
evidences at lectureships, youth rallies, etc. Currently, 
he serves as the Director of Scientific Information at 
Apologetics Press and as associate editor of Reason 8c 
Revelation, a monthly journal on Christian evi
dences. He and his wife Melinda attend the Eastern 
Meadows Church of Christ in Montgomery, AI. They 
have one son, Will.) 

Strengthened Within II 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Some Christians think those who believe the 
Spirit wo~ks through his word in conversion 
and sanctification do not believe God actu

ally does anything for Christians. This is not correct. 
All who accept the Bible as God's word believe he 
provides for his people. This provision is ongoing 
and ever-present. We are incapable of discerning 
when, where, or precisely how God adjusts, man
ages, and maintains the universe, but we know he 
does it. We also know he is mindful of his people. 
But this relates to what God does for us not what is 
done to us or in us. 

Everything allegedly done directly by the Lord in 
conversion and sanctification is done through the 
Word. That is what the Bible teaches. Are we willing 
to accept what God said? 

Consider how the Spirit strengthens us through 
his word. He is active in the new birth of every Chris
tian (John 3:5); "Jesus answered, verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, except one be born of water and the spirit, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." This is a 
direct statement of radical change. It is so radical that 
it is called a "new birth." In this new birth you must be 
reborn in heart, mind, and body. The word of God 
reveals how: 

But as many as received him. To them gave he 
the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: who were hom, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God Qohn 1:12-13). 

God gives us all things. Sometimes he does it 

12 ~~Tund~3~~ 

directly. Sometimes it is done through an agent. The 
Holy Spirit is his agent here. But an agent may work 
through an instrument, too. In this case the instru
ment is the word: 

Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedi
ence to the truth unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, love one another from the heart fer
vendy; having been begotten again, not of cor
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth (1 Pet. 
1:22-23). 

How does the Holy Spirit produce change 
through the agency of his word? The mind is neces
sarily involved. The mind must be born again out of 
unbelief. The proclamation of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ, according to the Bible, breaks 
up unbelief. This produces the conviction the gospel 
is true. When the mind changes from unbelief to 
faith, the mind is reborn. 

What of ~e heart? It is unregenerate. It is either 
indifferent or hateful toward the gospel. The gospel 
sets forth God's love in Christ and the beauty of his 
sacrifice. This changes an apathetic or hateful heart 
to one that loves the Lord. Thus the heart is reborn. 

What of the body? If the body is reborn, some el
ement must be employed that acts directly upon it. 
Hence the savior says, "born of water and the Spirit" 
because water can act on the body. With heart and 
mind changed by the Spirit working through the gos
pel, and the body solemnly consecrated to God in 
water, the man is bom again - all of him. This is ac-



complished as the Spirit works in and through the 
gospel. 

We are strengthened as the Spirit "bears witness 
with our spirits that we are the children of God, and 
if children, then heirs" (Rom. 8: 16). This passage 
does not say the Holy Spirit bears witness to our 
spirits. It says the Holy Spirit bears witness with our 
spirits. Many mistakenly measure the witness of the 
Spirit by feelings and emotions. If they feel good, it is 
evidence to them of the Spirit's testimony; but they 
frequently feel bad, whose testimony is that? Feel
ings and emotions come and go like the waves of the 
sea. Words remain: "Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word shall not pass away," says the 
Lord. A man should feel right because he knows he is 
right and not know he is right because he feels right. 

We have two witnesses concerning our being 
children of God: there is the Holy Spirit, and there is 
our spirit. The Holy Spirit testifies as to who is a 
child of God; our own spirits testify as to what we 
are. If our spirits testify we are of the character the 
Holy Spirit says belongs to a Christian, then we have 
the testimony of the Holy Spirit bearing with our 
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spirit that we are God's children. 
The Spirit's testimony, in the nature of the case, 

must be general. He testifies that whoever believes in 
Christ, repents of .his sins, confesses his faith, and is 
baptized for the remission of sins is a child of God. 
He further testifies that such a one must continue to 
walk in the light to be saved. Your spirit, likewise, 
must bear witness to your position on each of these 
points. It must say whether you believe, whether you 
have repented, confessed, and been baptized for for
giveness of sins. It must testify as to your walking in 
light or darkness. Someone objects, "Is that all the 
witness of the Spirit mentioned by the apostles 
means?" Yes, that is all. What more could you want? 

Another argues, "I want something more than the 
mere word; I want to be saved like the thief on the 
cross." How do you know the thief on the cross was 
saved? "Oh, the Bible says so" you reply. Exactly! But 
that is only the testimony of the "mere word." You 
have as much testimony for your own salvation as you 
have for the thief on the cross. God's word testifies in 
both cases. It is impossible to have greater testimony. 

Suppose the Father transported you directly to 
heaven and sat you atop his great white throne. Fur
ther, suppose he proclaimed, "My child your sins are 
forgiven" before the numberless angelic host. You still 
have the "mere word" of God. Criticisms of this word 
arise from unbelief. It is not wise to make such criti
cisms. 

The Spirit intercedes for us. This is not a work 
done in us or on us. It is done for us before God's 
throne. I cannot dogmatically assert how he does it, 
but Paul says he does it according to the will of God. 
This appeals to our faith not our experience. It can
not be uttered; we can rest upon it and draw comfort 
from it as a child draws strength from his mother's 
breast. We can also draw comfort from knowing 
Christ "ever liveth to make intercession for us," 
though we have no sensory knowledge of how. 

The Holy Spirit works to "change us from glory 
to glory" (2 Cor. 3 :18). This figure is taken from the 
process of ancient mirror making. Coarse metal was 
worked and polished until you could see your reflec
tion. So it is with Christians, we enter the great 
foundry of God as a rough block. In the polishing 
process we begin to reflect the image of the Master 
more and more. Remember Peter, Paul, and John? 

Paul prayed the Holy Spirit would strengthen the 
Ephesians just like he strengthened their elders, and 
just like he strengthens us (Acts 20:32). When Paul 
knew he would not see them again, he commended 
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them to God, "and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up" (Acts 20:32). He told the 
Corinthians, "Which things also we speak, not in 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Spirit teacheth; combining spiritual thin~s with spiri
tual words" (1 Cor 2:13). The Spirit's words are 
life: "It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 

·they are spirit and they are life Uohn 6:63). 
The Spirit will "quicken our mortal bodies" (Ro-

m. 8:11). Hear Paul, "But if the Spirit of him that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall quicken 
your mortal bodies through his Spirit that dwelleth 
in you." The Spirit has always been with us. He will 
never leave us and will raise our bodies from the 

dead and fashions our vile bodies like unto the glori
ous body of the Lord. It does not matter if our bodies 
are buried in the unfathomed depths of the sea or lie 
on some unmarked mountain peak unknown to any 
man, the place is known to the Spirit. He will 
quicken our bodies and present us faultless before 
God's throne. 

It is hurtful to think you can receive the Holy 
Spirit's strengthening without taking the word of the 
Spirit into your heart. The Spirit gave the word. He 
dwells in the Word. He imparts his spiritual blessings 
through it. Will you walk according to the words of 
the Spirit and be strengthened within? 
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(Three ACU professors, with the sanction of the school, wrote a 267 -page book called The Crux of the Mat
ter. This is the third installment in a review of that book.) 

Crux of the MaHer, Page Three 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The three ACU professors who wrote this pa
perback Uack Reese, Doug Foster, and Jeff 
Childers) say on page 52, "Perhaps we can 

think together, talk together, and listen to one an
other." 

This review is an attempt to accommodate their 
request. We agree that it is always in order to study 
any religious question in the light of Bible teaching. 

On page 26 of The Crux of the Matter, a state
ment is made that deserves some attention. Here is 
the declaration: 

The three authors of this book are grateful for 
our heritage in Churches of Christ and un
abashed about our commitment to it. We believe 
in its best instincts. We desire to go back to the 
Bible. We want to do Bible things in Bible ways, 
to participate in an undenominatio'nal vision of 
the church, to be Christians only but not the 
only Christians. 

Some one has wisely observed "a general state
ment is like a check drawn on a bank. It depends on 
what is there to pay it." 

The idea that the saved are Christians only but 
not the only Christians is without biblical support. It 
forces the conclusion that the church is a sect among 
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many sects. The church about which we read in the 
New Testament is undenominational because it con
forms absolutely to the inspired and, therefore, iner
rant scriptures. 

If the Bible, as originally given, is God breathed, 
there are no mistakes in it. If the Bible is inspired it is 
inerrant; if the original manuscripts contained mis
takes, then they did not come from God because, be
ing God, he cannot make mistakes. 

We cannot respect God's word if we do notre
spect God. "The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of 
wisdom" (Psa. 111: 10, Prov. 9: 1 0). "Fear God, and 
keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty 
of man" (Eccl. 12:13). You cannot love God if you 
do not obey God (Ex. 20:6; Deut. 11:1; Josh. 22:5; 
Neh. 1:5; Dan. 9:4; John 14:15, 15:10; 1 John 5:2-
3; 2 John 1:6). 

More than 50 years ago G.C. Brewer wrote a 
book entitled, As Touching Those Who Were Once 
Enlightened, which was a review of the writings of 
William P. and Jesse T. Reedy, and Carl Etter. Brother 
Brewer did a masterful job of correcting these men 
who were in the throes of apostasy. He responds ef
fectively to the idea that Christians only are not the 



only Christians. It is also interesting to note that this 
same material was presented by brother Brewer in 
lectures delivered at Abilene Christian College, and 
to the graduating class of David Lipscomb College at 
the Golden Anniversary of that school (As Touching 
Those Who Were Once Enlightened, p. 49). 

We are bold to reprint an excerpt from brother 
Brewer's writing and teaching because liis reasoning is 
unassailable and is based wholly on the teaching of 
sacred scripture. Brewer was presenting what the New 
Testament says about the church and sects. He wrote: 

What is the church? This question can be 
quickly answered in the exact language of the 
scriptures. The most indifferent reader of the 
Pauline epistles could not overlook such expres
sions as 'And he is the head of the body, the 
church'; 'for his body's sake, which is the 
church'; 'the church which is his body, the full
ness of him that filleth all in all'; 'the house of 
God which is the church of the living God' (Col. 
1:18, 24; Eph. 1:22; 1 Tim. 3:15). And then 
with only a modicum of mental effort he would 
see that 'we are members of his body' (Eph. 
5 :30); and that 'Now ye are the body of Christ, 
and severally members thereof' (1 Cor. 12:27); 
that 'All the members of the body, being many, 
are one body: So also is Christ. For in one spirit 
we were all baptized into one body, whether 
jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were 
all made to drink of one ·spirit' (1 Cor. 12: 12-
13). That Christ is 'high priest over the house of 
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God' (Heb. 10: 19). And that he is not a servant 
in the house but that he is ~ Son over his house 
whose house are we' (Heb. 3:6). 

With these quotations before us we are forced 
to see that the church is the body of Christ, the 
house of God, and that individual Christians are 
the members of that body and that collectively 
they compose that house. And these Christians 
are elsewhere referred to as the household of 
God and as being builded together as a Temple 
and a habitation for God (Eph. 2: 19-23). 

Therefore the followers of Christ, Christians, 
regenerated or saved persons compose the 
church. We read that God added to the church 
day by day those that were being saved (Acts 
2:47). Since this was done each day, as they were 
saved - the same day they were saved - it fol
lows that no saved person ever remained out of 
the church overnight. The idea therefore of be
ing a saved person, a Christian, and not being in 
the church is not only unscriptural, it is absurd. 
One could no more be saved and not be added 
to the church than one could be born and not 
thereby be added to the family into which one is 
born. 

Whom does the church include? This question 
has just been plainly and completely answered 
and you are no doubt wondering why it should 
be repeated and used as a subheading in thi~ dis
cussion. But your perplexity will soon pass and 
the reason for this will immediately become ap
parent. This question has ramifications that 
must be fully run out and removed. Since the 
church is the body of Christ and Christians are 
severally members thereof it is inevitable that 
the body includes all of its members, therefore 
includes all Christians, of course. Since the 
church is the household of God it must, of 
course, include all of the children of God. God 
has no children who are not allowed to live in 
his house, associate with and enjoy the fellow
ship of the family and to inherit the blessings to 
which all his children are heirs. Any institution 
that does not include all of God's children can
not be the church of God. Even if such an insti
tution is composed entirely of [professing] 
Christians, contains only [professing] Christians, 
and yet does not contain all Christians it cannot 
be the church of God. The best that it could 
claim to be is a faction of the church of God, 
therefore a sect, as we shall see. To apply the 
terms the church, .or the church of God, or the 
church of Christ to any limited number of Chris
tians is to sectarianize these Scriptural phrases of 
which we shall soon speak more particularly •. 

The church of the New Testament includes all 
Christians of every race, color and clime. It not 
only includes all Christians who now live but 
it includes all Christians who have ever lived, 
since the day of Pentecost. Paul speaks of the 
w~ole family both in heaven and on earth (Eph. 
3:15). God does not have two families- one in 
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heaven and the other on earth. He has one fam
ily and a part of it is in heaven while the other 
part is still sojourning and suffering on the 
earth, and our Father speaks to the blessed dead 
beneath the altar and bids them rest until their 
fellow-servants, their brethren upon the earth 
should finish their course (Rev. 6:9). They are 
still our brothers and we are theirs. Paul tells us 
that whether we live or die we are the Lord's 
(Rom. 14:7-9). Death does not change our rela
tionship to Jehovah. We are his children while 
we live and we are nonetheless his children after 
we are dead for all live unto him (Luke 20:35). 
Therefore God's family, God's church, is com
posed of all God's redeemed children in heaven 
and on earth. 

We become children of God and therefore 
members of the church of God by the spi~tual 
birth - the birth of water and the spirit - or by 
conversion or by obeying the gospel. Nothing 
less than this can make any one a Christian - a 
member of the church in the true sense. People 
are in a general way recognized as Christians if 
they possess some outstanding Christian charac
teristic - if they are charitable and truthful and 
kind. This however is not enough. 'Ye must be 
born again' (As Touching Those Who Were Once 
Enlightened, pp. 45-48). 

Again, the same author ... 
The word sect as used in the scriptures. The 
word sect is found five times in the King James 
translation and six times in the Revised Version. 
It is from the Greek word hairesis and this word 
occurs nine times in the Greek New Testament. 
The Authorized Version translates it heresy four 
times and sect five times. The revisers rendered 
it 'sect' six times, 'factions' twice, and 'heresies' 
once. While in three places it is applied to Chris
tians, it was so applied by their enemies and was 
not accepted by them. Paul did not admit that he 
was the leader of a sect but he confessed that af
ter the manner, which his enemies called heresy 
or a sect, he worshipped. the God of his fathers. 
The word does not have a favorable meaning at 
all. We have seen that our translators used the 
words sect, faction and heresy interchangeably 
and no one understands either faction or heresy 
to connote something that is good and praise
worthy. Paul numbers sects-among the works of 
the flesh. He says: 'Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these: fornication, un
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmi
ties, strife, jealousies, wrath factions, (hairesis, 
sects), divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such [like] (As Touching Those 
Who Were Once Enlightened, p. 45). 

The church is undenominational because it fol
lows the Bible and the Bible only. She subscribes to, 
and recognizes the authority of, no human creed. If 
we "speak where the Bible speaks and are silent 
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where the 'Bible is silent,, we are undenominational 
and un-sectarian. When we follow the God-breathed 
scriptures utterly and totally, we are the church, the 
whole church, and nothing but the church. All.Chris
tians - if we use the word Christian to mean the 
saved of the earth - are in the church and there are 
no Christians outside of the church. We are therefore 
Christians only and the only Christians. 

(More to follow, and by the way, we have sent 
copies of our review to the three authors of The 
Crux of the Matter, with the special request that they 
tell us if the original manuscripts of the Bible were 
inerrant. So far, we have received no answer. We 
have also invited them to correct us if we misrepre
sent or misunderstand their position - and we 
urged them to take part in this discussion.) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

~reetf-1larrkman Lectures - 1985 

Just a Christian 
Everyone who claims to be a Christian has probably 

been confronted with some of the following questions relat
Ing to his profession: What Is a Christian? Can one ever re
ally know whether or not he Is a Christian? What does a 
Christian believe. and how does he behave? If you were to 
ask 300 people from 300 different denominations. you 
might receive 300 different answers. 

Can the term Christian be stretched to include an athe
Ist? Apparently In modem America a man who believes al
most any doctrine or none may classify himself as a Chris
tian or may be so classified even by religious leaders. 

The men writing In this volume believe that tl}e name sig
nifies a person who holds definite views regarding the per
son and work of Jesus Christ. They also hold that a Chris
tian must behave In the ways which are prescribed by the 
teachings of scripture. Christianity as a way of life must 
conform to the historical revelation of Jesus Christ In the 
gospel. Being a Christian means more than just wishing to 
have that title; It means one thinks like Jesus and follows 
the way of life which he and his apostles delivered unto 
men. 

There are 73 chapters In this volume. written by such 
men as Guy N. Woods, Bert Thompson. Earl West, Flavfl 
Nichols. Adron Doran, Franklin Camp. Gary Colley, Glenn 
Colley. Winford Clalbome. and others. Chapters specifically 
for ladles are Included as well. Hardback • 391 pgs. 
Good sermon material- suitable for Bible claBB88. 

$17.95 
plus $3.75 slh 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now/ 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon. TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 

Fp 



(Our long time friend and good brother, Benton Baugh, has written 33 pages about the teaching of Islam. It 
is exceptional research. Most of what he says is quoting from the Qur,an (Koran), which allows the reader to 
make his own judgment about Islam. It is unlikely that many people will go to the trouble that brother Baugh 
has endured in reading through the ''holy,, book of Islam, so we thought you might appreciate having the benefit 
of his study and findings. The treatise of brother Baugh is much too long for us to print in its entirety. We will 
give selections that seem to be pertinent and enlightening. Brother Baugh,s paper, by the way, is called, nArray 
of Gods? AI Qur'an.") 

AI-Qur'an 
By Benton Baugh 

T he Qur'an on which Islam is based has been 
called a doctrine of peace on the one hand 
and a doctrine that offers reward in paradise 

for suicide bombings on the other hand. This author 
has purchased a copy of the Qur' an and read it from 
cover to cover to get a first hand understanding of 
what it actually teaches. 

Muhammad claims to have started receiving in
spirations from God in AD 610 and continuing up to 
his death in AD 632. With Judaism in full swing, and 
the Catholic Church maturing to the point of having 
a Pope in AD 606, Islam offered a personal religion 
for a people who probably felt disenfranchised from 
Christianity and Judaism. 

As a first conclusion, it is unreasonable to state 
that the Qur'an is a doctrine of peace. A simple sur
vey of the entire book found 43 verses instructing 
believers to go fight the non-believers and zero times 
of wishing peace on anyone but themselves. Further, 
it has at least 7 verses offering special conditions in 
paradise for those who will die fighting for the cause 
of God. If only one in ten thousand Moslems believe 
what the Qur'an says about fighting, it results in a 
tremendously violent gospel. 

Further, I conclude the Qur' an to be the work of 
a man rather than the inspiration of God because: 

1. Claims to be in the heritage of Judaism and 
Christianity, including the immaculate conception of 
Jesus, but then calls Jesus a liar regarding the resur
rection. 

2. The Qur' an contains no prophecies that have 
been fulfilled. 

3. The Qur'an makes no technical statements 
that were not understood at the writing but became 
known later. 

4. The Qur'an makes technical mistakes (birds 
are held up by God's hand and nothing else). 

5. The Qur 'an makes key historical errors -
20:120 says Satan tempted Adam. Genesis 3:1 says 
Satan tempted Eve. 

6. The author is not an humble believer who 
lives an exemplary life to follow as Jesus did, but 
rather makes special rules for extra wives for himself 
alone. This is not compatible with someone doing 
the will of a deity, but rather a political person taking 
advantage of the situation. 

The following sections are primarily a collection 
of verses, which were highlighted during the.reading 
of the Qur'an, with minimal conclusions and bold 
type included. In each section the verses are listed in 
the order in which they were found in the Qur'an 
rather than being reorganized for emphasis. 

Peace 
Conclusion: 5 instances of the word peace were 
found, none relating to wishing peace on anyone but 
themselves. There are probably additional instances 
of the word peace in the Qur'an, but there are not 
statements wishing peace on mankind such as one 
would find in the New Testament. 

[In the Koran (Qur,an) the various sections are 
named - 114 names for the divisions, or chapters 
(suras) of the book. The names are supplied by trans
lators and are not a part of Muhammad,s purported 
revelation. Chapter headings differ in various transla
tions of the Koran. For example: the chapter called 
"The Criterion,, in some translations is called ''Salva
tion,, in other translations. For this reason we will 
identify the chapters by Roman numerals, and the 
paragraphs by Arabic numerals, and not by name -
editor]. 

IV: 91: "You will also find persons who, while 
wishing to live in peace with you as well as with 
their own people, turn to civil war the moment 
they are called to it. If they do not keep away 
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hands, seize them and kill them wherever they 
are. We have given you a clear sanction against 
them." 

XXV:63: "Devotees of Ar-Rahman are those 
who walk with humility on the earth, and when 
they are addressed by the ignorant, say: "Peace;" 

XLVII:35: "So do not become weak-kneed 
and sue for peace, for you will have the upper 
hand as God is with you and will not overlook 
your deeds." 

LVI:10-38: "Then the foremost, how pre-ex
cellent, Who will be honoured in gardens of 
tranquility; A number of the earlier peoples, And 
a few of later ages, On couches wrought of gold, 
Reclining face to face. Youths of never-ending 
bloom will pass round to them Cups and decant
ers, beakers full of sparkling wine, Unheady, 
uninebriating; And such fruits as they fancy, Bird 
meats that they relish, And companions with big 
beautiful eyes Like pearls within their shells, As 
recompense for all they had done. They will 
hear no nonsense there or talk of sin, Other than 
"Peace, peace" the salutation. As for those of the 
right hand - how (happy) those of the right 
hand - They will be in (the shade) of thornless 
lote And acacia covered with heaps of bloom, 
Lengthened shadows, Gushing water, And fruits 
numberless, Unending, unforbidden, and maid
ens incomparable. We have formed them in a 
distinctive fashion, and made them virginal, 
Loving companions matched in age, for those of 
the right hand." 

Call to Fight 
Conclusion: Forty-three verses encouraging fighting, 
including 7 teaching that your reward in paradise 
will be better if you are killed in battle. 

11:191: "And fight those (who fight you) 
wheresoever you find them, and expel them 
from the place they had turned you out from. 
Oppression is worse than killing. Do not fight 
them by the Holy Mosque unleS$ they fight you 
there. If they do, then slay them:" 

111:157: "If you are killed in the cause of God 
or you die, the forgiveness and mercy of God are 
better than all that you amass." 

IV:74: "Those who barter the life of this 
world for the next should fight in the way of 
God. And We shall bestow on him who fights in 
the way of God, whether he is killed or is victo
rious, a glorious reward." 

IV:91: "You will also find persons who, while 
wishing to live in peace with you as well as with 
their own people, tum to civil war the moment 
they are called to it. If they do not keep away 
from you, nor offer you peace nor restrain their 
hands, seize them and kill them wherever they 
are. We have given you a clear sanction against 
them." 

IV: 95: "The faithful who sit idle, other than 
those who are disabled, are not equal to those 
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who fight in the way of God with their wealth 
and lives. God has exalted those in rank who 
fight for the faith with their wealth and souls 
over those who sit idle." 

VIII:15-16: "0 believers, when you meet un
believers on the field of battle, do not turn your 
backs to them. For any one who turns his back 
on that day, except to maneuver or rally to his 
side, will bring the wrath of God on himself, and 
have Hell a5 abode;" 

VIII: 65: "Prophet, urge the faithful to fight." 
IX:12-17: "If they break their pledge after 

giving their word and revile your faith, fight 
these specimens of faithlessness, for surely their 
oaths have no sanctity: They may haply desist. 
Will you not fight those who broke their pledge 
and plotted to banish the Apostle, and who were 
the first to attack you? Are you afraid of them? 
Fight them so that God may punish them at your 
hands and put them to shame, and help you 
against them, and heal the wounds of the hearts 
of believers. Do you think you will get away be
fore God knows who among you fought and did 
not take anyone but God, his Apostle and the 
faithful, as their friends? The idolaters have no 
right to visit the mosques of God while bearing 
testimony to their disbelief." 

IX:29: "Fight those people of the Book [the 
Bible] who do not believe in God and the Last 
Day, who do not prohibit what God and His 
Apostle have forbidden, nor accept divine law 
[Koran], until all of them pay protective tax in 
submission." 

XLVII: 4: "So, when you clash with the unbe
lievers, smite their necks until you overpower 
them, then hold them in bondage. Then either 
free them graciously or after taking a ransom, 
until war shall have come to end." 

XLVII:35: "So do not become weak-kneed 
and sue for peace, for you will have the upper 
hand as God is with you and will not overlook 
your deeds." 

Muhammad 
Conclusion: Jesus lived a sinless life; Muhammad 
made special allowances for himself, which the aver
age person would understand to be immoral. 

XXXIII:37: "And when Zaid was through 
with her, we gave her to you in marriage, so that 
it may not remain a sin for the faithful (to 
marry) the wives of their adopted sons when 
they are through with them, God's command is 
to be fulfilled." (Note: Zaid was a freed man, 
and adopted son of the Prophet, whose marriage 
he arranges with his cousin Zainab as an icono
clastic measure to break caste prejudices.) 

XXXIII:SO: "We have made lawful for you, 0 
Prophet, wives to whom you have given their 
dower, and God-given maids and captives you 
have married, and the daughters of your father's 
brothers and daughters of your father's sisters, 



and daughters of your mother's brothers and sis
ters, who migrated with you; and a believing 
woman who offers herself to the Prophet if the 
Prophet desires to marry her. This is a privilege 
only for you and not the other believers." 

XXXIII: 53: "0 you who believe, do not en
ter the houses of the Prophet for a meal without 
awaiting the proper time, unless asked and enter 
when you are invited and depart when you have 
eaten, and do not stay on talking. This puts the 
Prophet to inconvenience, and he feels embar
rassed before you; but God is not embarrassed 
in (saying) the truth. And when you ask his wife 
for some thing of utility, ask for it from behind 
the scree·n. This is for the purity of your hearts 
and theirs. It does not behove you to annoy the 
prophet of God, or to ever marry his wives after 
him. This would indeed be serious in the sight of 
God." 

XXXIII: 57: "Those who offend God and His 
Prophet will be damned in this world and the 
next." 

LXVI: 1: "0 PROPHET, WHY should you 
forbid (yourself) what God has made lawful for 
you, in order to please your wives?" 
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Jesus 
Conclusion: Muhammad claims the heritage of Juda
ism and Christianity, believes in the Immaculate 
Conception of Jesus, but says Jesus was a liar when 
Jesus said he was resurrected from the dead. 

11:2 "Remember We gave Moses the Book and 
sent after him many an apostle; and to Jesus, son 
of Mary, We gave dear evidence of the truth, re
inforcing him with divine grace." 

II: 120: "The Jews and Christians will never be 
pleased with you until you follow their way. Say: 
"God's guidance alone is true guidance;" for if 
you give in to their wishes after having received 
the (Book of) knowledge from God, then none 
will you have as friend or helper to save you. 

11:135: "They say, "Become Jews or become 
Christians, and find the right way." Say: "No, 
We follow the way of Abraham the upright, who 
was not an idolater." 

Ill: 42: "The angels said: "0 Mary, indeed 
God has favored you and made you immaculate, 
and chosen you from all the women of the 
world. 

111:47: "She said: "How can I have a son, 0 
Lord, when no man has touched me?" He said, 
"That is how God creates what He wills. When 
He decrees a thing, He says 'Be', and it is." 

IV:l57: And for saying: "We killed the Christ, 
Jesus, son of Mary, who was an apostle of God;" 
but they neither killed nor crucified him, though 
it so appeared to them. Those who disagree in 
the matter are only lost in doubt. They have no 
knowledge about it other than conjecture, for 
surely they did not kill him." 

IV: 163: "We have sent revelations to you as 
We sent revelations to Noah and the prophets 
(who came) after him; and We sent revelations 
to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob, 
and their offspring, and to Jesus and Job, and to 
Jonah and Aaron and Solomon, and to David We 
gave the Book of Psalms, 

V: 51: "0 believers, do not hold Jews and 
Christians as your allies. They are allies of one 
another; and anyone who makes them his 
friends is surely one of them; and God does not 
guide the unjust." 

VI:84: "And We gave him Isaac and Jacob and 
guided them, as We had guided Noah before 
them, and of· his descendants, David and So
lomon and Job and Joseph and Moses and 
Aaron. Thus We reward those who are upright 
and do good." 

VI: 85: "Zechariah and John We guided and 
guided Jesus and Elias who were all among the 
upright. 

VI:l54: "To that end We gave the Book to 
Moses, a perfect law, distinctly explaining all 
things, and a guidance and grace, so that they 
should believe in the meeting with their Lord." 

VII:19-22: "And you, 0 Adam, and your 
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spouse, live in the Garden and eat your fill 
wheresoever you like, but do not approach this 
tree, or you will become iniquitous. But Satan 
suggested (evil) to them, in order to reveal their 
hidden parts of which they were not aware (till 
then), and said: "Your Lord has forbidden you 
(to go near) this tree that you may not become 
angels or immortal. Then he said to them on 
oath: "I am your sincere friend; And led them 
(to the tree) by deceit. When they tasted (the 
fruit) of the tree their disgrace became exposed 
to them; and they patched the leaves of the Gar
den to hid it." 

IX: 29: "Fight those people of the Book who 
do not believe in God and the Last Day, who do 
not prohibit what God and His Apostle have for
bidden, nor accept divine law, until all of them 
pay protective tax in submission." 

X:68-69: "They say: "God has begotten a 
son." Immaculate is He and self-sufficient." 
Whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth be
longs to Him. You have no proof for this (asser
tion): Why do you say things of God you do not 
know? "Say: "Those who fabricate lies about 
God will never succeed." 

Heaven 
Conclusion: Men and women will be admitted into 
heaven, will have maidens of modest look and large 
lustrous eyes at their disposal, and rivers of wine to 
drink. 

20 

111:198: "But those who are pious and obedi
ent to their Lord, will have gardens with streams 
of running water where they will abide as guests 
of God: and what is with God is best for the pi
ous." 

XVIII: 30-31: "But surely we do not let the 
reward of those who believe and do the right to 
go waste. There will be gardens of Eden for 
them, with rivers flowing by, where they will be 
decked in bracelets of gold, with silken robes of 
green and of brocades to wear, reclining on 
couches." 

XXXVII:40-49: "Except the chosen creatures 
of God, Whose provision is predetermined -
Fruits of every kind, and they will be honored in 
gardens of delight, (Sitting) on couches, face to 
face, with cups from a flowing stream being 
passed around, Clear, delicious to drink, Neither 
dulling the senses nor intoxicating, and with 
them maidens of modest look and large lustrous 
eyes, Like sheltered eggs in a nest." 

XXXVIII:49-52: "This is a commemoration. 
Surely for those who take heed for themselves is 
an excellent place of return - Gardens of Eden 
with gates open wide to them, Where they will 
take their ease, calling for fruits in plenty, and 
for wine, With companions of modest look, the 
same in age, by their side." 

XL: 40: "But whoever does right, whether 
man or woman, and is a believer, will enter Para-
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dise, where they will have provision in abun
dance." 

XLIV: 51-56: "Dressed in brocade and shot 
silk, facing one another. Just like that. We shall 
pair them with companions with large black 
eyes. 

XLVII: 15: "The semblance of Paradise prom
ised the pious and devout (is that of a garden) 
with streams of water that will not go rank, and 
rivers of milk whose taste will-not undergo a 
change, and rivers of wine delectable to drink
ers, and streams of purified honey, and fruits of 
every kind in them, and forgiveness of their 
Lord. Are these like those who will live for ever 
in the Fire and ~e given boiling water to drink 
which will cut their intestines to shreds?" 

LVI:l0-38: "Then the foremost, how pre-ex
cellent, Who will be honored In gardens of tran
quility; A number of the earlier peoples, And a 
few of later ages, On couches wrought of gold, 
Reclining face to face. Youths of never-ending 
bloom will pass round to them Cups and .decant
ers, beakers full of sparkling wine, Unheady, 
uninebriating; And such fruits as they fancy, Bird 
meats that they relish, And companions with big 
beautiful eyes Like pearls within their shells, As 
recompense for all they had done. They will 
hear no nonsense there or talk of sin. ••• And 
maidens incomparable. We have formed them in 
a distinctive fashion, And made them virginal, 
Loving companions matched in age, For those of 
the right hand." 

14626 Oak Bend 
Houston, TX 77079 

(There is much more in the Baugh paper, but this 
gives a pretty good idea about the teaching and flavor 
of the Koran. On its face, it is vastly inferior to the 
Holy Bible.) ~ 
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Separation of Church and State 
By Tom Ballard 

Separation of church and state!" That was what 
the man said to whom I was speaking as we 
were discussing the pros and cons of the re

spective presidential candidates. His candidate vigor
ously defends the right of women to murder their 
unborn children, discard the aborted fetus in a 
trashcan, and then return to partying. His candidate 
also sanctions homosexuality as a perfectly acceptable 
lifestyle and believes pornography is entitled to pro
tection under the first amendment of the constitution. 

The most distressing thing about this conversa
tion, however, was the fact that the gentleman to 
whom I was speaking was a member of the church of 
Christ and, when our debate inevitably gravitated to
ward the spiritual implications of casting a vote for 
such ungodliness, he parroted the phrase, "separation 
of church and state," as though that excused him. 

The phrase "separation of church and state" can
not be found in either the Constitution or the Bible. 
The first amendment to the Constitution says, "Con
gress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 
This does not say that there is to be no Christian in
fluence in government, public education or law. It 
says that the government will neither establish a state 
religion nor interfere with the free exercise of reli-. . 
gtous express10n. 

People whose primary source of information is a 
two-hour movie of the week ignorantly believe that 
our founding fathers desired to keep all matters reli
gious separate from all things public, especially those 
things funded by tax dollars. The opposite, however, 
is true! 

The intention of the men who worked on the 
Constitution was that America would be a distinc
tively Christian nation. Of these 55 men, 52 consid
ered themselves to be evangelical Christians. They 
envisioned school children praying in class as well as 
teachers using the Bible for educational purposes. In 
fact, when Thomas Jefferson was made president of 
the Washington, D.C., public school system, he 
placed the Bible and Isaac Watt's hymnal as the two 
primary reading texts for the children! 

That is why biblical morality was taught in public 

schools until the early 1960s. That is why prayer was 
a part of the public school day until the Supreme 
Court decided such was unconstitutional in 1961. 
That is why government officials, until 1960 (again, 
because of a rank liberal Supreme Court) were re
quired to declare their belief in God before they 
were to be allowed to hold a public office. Obvi
ously, the intent of our founding fathers was never 
that we should have freedom from religion. They 
simply mandated freedom of religion. 

So, where does the phrase "separation of church 
and state" come from, if not the constitution? Tho
mas Jefferson coined it in a letter on January 1, 
1802, to the Danbury Baptist Association of Con
necticut. The Association had heard rumors that a 
different church was about to become the national 
religion. They knew about religious persecution and 
what it meant to live in a country where the govern
ment attempted to restrict the free exercise of mat-
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ters of faith (a condition that clearly describes 
America in the 21st century). 

Jefferson, in his letter, emphasized that govern
ment could not, and would not, impose any particu
lar religion upon Americans. Separation of church 
and state, therefore, meant that Americans would 
have the freedom to exercise the principles of faith 
in every area of life, public or private, with no fear of 
government interference. 

Even if, however, the present-day interpretation 
of "separation of church and state" were valid, how 
on earth could a member of the Lord's church ever 
suggest that it applies to us? We are bound by the 
laws of man, but only when such laws do not contra
dict the laws of God. 

If the laws of man command us to violate the 
laws of God, then we are duty bound to disobey the 
laws of man. Since it is the case that we must disobey 
the laws of man when such laws conflict with the 
laws of God, it is the height of folly to reference a 
law of man in order to exempt us from obeying a law 
of God. 

Further if we can exempt our politics from our 
faith, then we can apply those same criteria to every 
area of our lives. If our politics can be segregated 
from our faith, then our morals, values and ethics are 
likewise exempt. Our "Christianity" then may be 
confined to mere lip service exercised on Sunday 
morning at 11:00. Shades of antinomianism! 

There is absolutely no area of our lives immune 
from our faith. Our public worship, career, enter
tainment, recreation, personal habits, choice of 
friends, choice of mate, ad infinitum, are all subject 
to matters of faith. And that includes our politics! 

So comprehensive is this principle that the 
apostle Paul said to present even our very "bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service" (Rom. 12: 1). Jesus said we 
are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength (Mark 12:30). That leaves no area of our 
lives unaffected by the Word. 

If a politician espouses the respectability of abor
tion, is he not teaching evil? If he teaches that homo
sexuality is a perfectly acceptable lifestyle, is that not 
teaching evil? And if a child of God casts a vote for 
that person, then is not that Christian, by implication, 
approving the appearance of evil? (1 Thess. 5 :21). 

What about bidding Godspeed to evil workers? 
(2 John 9-11); or "have no fellowship with the un
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them, 
for it is a shame to even speak of those things which 
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are done of them in secret" (Eph. 5: 11-12). 
In the past 50 years in America, we have seen 

morals, values and ethics, all of which had a Bible
based foundation, discarded in favor of hedonism, 
humanism, and abject stupidity. Television is no 
longer fit for human consumption, children are 
slaughtering children and venereal disease is no 
longer epidemic: it is pandemic! Like empires before 
us, we are collapsing from within, and liberal politi
cians have paved the way. 

Consider the ubiquitous flood of pornography. 
During the first six years of the Clinton administra
tion, enforcement of obscenity violations plummeted 
more than 80 percent. Paul Cambra, a lawyer who 
represents the likes of Larry Flynt said that the last 
eight years (of the Clinton administration) had been 
"peaches and cream." 

In 1996, the adult manufacturer's industry (of 
pornography) endorsed Clinton saying "there have 
been fewer federal prosecutions of the adult industry 
under Clinton than under the previous two adminis
trations." In March 2000, AVN (Adult Video News) 
said, "How likely is it ... that we are going to enjoy 
the same benevolent neglect (under the next admin-
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istration) that the industry has enjoyed under janet 
Reno?" The Gore campaign also received the porn 
industry's endorsement in September 2000. 

William J. Bennett, Secretary of Education under 
Ronald Reagan, delivered a speech on Dec. 7, 1993, 
at the Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C. He 
said: 

There is a coarseness, a callousness and a cyni
cism to our era. The worst of it has to .do with 
our children. Our culture seems almost dedi
cated to the corruption of the young. We have 
become inured to the cultural rot that is setting 
in. People are losing their capacity for shock, 
disgust and outrage •... We must return religion 
to its proper place. Religion provides us with 
moral bearings, and the solution to our chief 
problem of spiritual impoverishment depends 
on spiritual renewal. The surrendering of strong 
beliefs, in our private and public lives, has de
moralized society. 

He concluded with the statement: 

We must carry on a new struggle for the country 
we love. We must push hard against an age that 
is pushing hard against us. If we have full em
ployment, and greater economic growth - if we 
have cities of gold and alabaster - but our chil
dren have not learned how to walk in goodness, 
justice and mercy, then the American experi
ment, no matter how gilded, will have failed. Do 
not surrender. Get mad. Get in the fight. 

What can we do? First, if you have not been vot
ing, exercise your right. Among professed Christians, 
SO percent are not even registered to vote. Do not 
make the mistake of believing your vote does not 
count. In 1645 Oliver Cromwell gained control of 
England by one vote. In 1649 Charles the First of 
England was executed because of one vote. In 177 6 
one vote gave America English as our native lan
guage rather than German. Next, harass your politi
cal candidates concerning those issues that conflict 
with matters of faith. Inform them, both by phone 
and the mail, that you deeply resent anyone who 
contributes to America's moral decline. Be specific. 
Detail the issues alarming you. Politicians know that 
for every person who complains, there are more who 
feel the same. Your complaint will carry more weight 
than you know. 

Finally, if you are a preacher or elder, realize that 
you can no longer remain neutral in the political 
arena. You are going to have to lead the way to po
litical amenability for many of your members. It is a 
travesty that leaders in the church of Christ have ab
dicated this fight to others. We (the church of Christ) 

are the light of the world, yet in many areas we have 
willfully and habitually hidden that light, a direct 
violation of Matthew 5:14-16. We are in a fight for 
our very survival. The godless influences that per
vade our society intend to ultimately and completely 
silence our voice. It may not be in our generation, or 
the next, but it is coming. Already, in some public 
schools, it is a crime for children to pray. 

As former Secretary of Education Bennett said, 
"Get mad. Get in the fight." 

"Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and 
said, Who is on the Lord's side? let him come unto 
me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves to
gether unto him" (Ex. 32:26). 

1553 Tully Rd. 
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Potpourri ••• 
Tis column is intended to give the flavor and 

smell of current events. It is the business of re
ligion to promote the highest ethical stan

dards, but society is often in the gutter, which means 
that servants of God must frequently run counter to 
the culture. 

The devout are to be confrontational but not ob
noxious - adversarial but not discourteous - judg
mental but not harsh. The duty to correct with kind
ness cannot be denied. The voice of God is like thun
der, but also like harpers harping with their harps 
(Rev. 14:2). 

"See it often, it looks smaller; smell it often, it 
loses its scent." We can become so accustomed to the 
foolish that we are insensitive to its sight and odor. 
Still, it is the calling of the righteous to vigorously 
protest evil. 

We have the good, the bad, and the ugly. The 
good should inspire . .. the bad should alarm ... the 
ugly should repel. 

So here we go again ... 
,,. Good 

OWe are happy that Ken Johnson of Blanco, 
Texas sent a clipping from the Detroit News telling 
about coach Garth Pleasant. Here are excerpts: 

Garth Pleasant won his first basketball game 
at Rochester College the same way he won his 
SOOth - with little fanfare or notice. 

Rochester College ... is known more for Bibli
cal studies than high-flying dunks. 'I've got the 
best job in the country,' Pleasant said in the 
school's gym before practice. ' 

Pleasant, 53, isn't just a coach. He has been a 
minister at Lake Orion Church of Christ for the 
past 22 years. 

Pleasant has been able to juggle the two and 
still have time for his family. He strives to push 
his athletes to .•. be good people." 
Pleasant, also a full-time professor and the ath
letic director, has to wash the uniforms~ do all 
the paperwork and drive a team van to games. 

Pleasant ... has been named the National 
Small College Athletic Association Coach of the 
Year twice, the last time in 1997. 

lloaiers aad Ilea 
OA high percentage of cloned monkey embryos 

that look healthy are really a "gallery of horrors" 
deep within, says a researcher at Advanced Cell 
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Technology, the company that last month published 
the first paper on cloned human -embryos. 

This could mean that there is· something unique 
about primate eggs that will make cloning monkeys 
or people far more difficult than cloning other ani
mals. At the very least, the experiments show that 
there's a lot to learn. before primates can be cloned 
(NewScientist.com). 

Trying to duplicate a human form is dangerous 
business. 

Draggle 
OTORONTO (Reuters) - Toronto's best-known 

drag queen, famous for six-inch heels, slinky dresses 
and a failed bid to become the city's mayor, said on 
Thursday she wanted to join the race to head the 
right-wing opposition Canadian Alliance party. 

"I am a supermodel for a super party," said Enza 
Anderson. "I don't care what you call me." 

The 3 7 -year-old, who has worked as a singer in 
Toronto's largely gay Church St. district, launched 
"her" campaign at Toronto City Hall wearing a short 
maroon dress, "her" signature stilettos, a blond wig 
and bright red lipstick. 

Dismissing the Alliance as "racist, supporting 
bigoted attitudes and an anti-gay stance," she said 
the party needed to become more diverse to beat the 
Liberals. "I am the one to do it," said Anderson, who 
prefers to be called a "she." 

m 
ODec. 14, 2001-A Connecticut woman whore

cently got her tongue pierced wound up with an acces
sory she didn't bargain for- a brain infection. 

Doctors at Yale University's School of Medicine 
who treated her say they believe theirs is the first re
port of a brain abscess associated with tongue pierc
ing. 

The American Dental Association says piercing 
the tongue, lip or cheek represents a public-health 
hazard. The American Academy of Dermatology op
poses all forms of body piercing, except the earlobes. 

SaealtercaiiJ 
OTAMPA, Fla. (Reuters)- A man sentenced to 

probation for using a tiny video camera in his sneak
ers to peek up ·women's skirts also used the 



"sneakercam" to ogle women at his probation office, 
prosecutors told a Florida court. 

The allegations came to light during a hearing af
ter defendant Daniel Searfoss was arrested a second 
time on voyeurism charges, the Tampa Tribune re
ported. 

Searfoss, a 43-year-old mechanic, was first ar
rested last Dec. 31 on a misdemeanor voyeurism 
charge at a Wal-Mart store in Plant City, Fla., near 
Tampa. Police said he wired a camera hidden in his 
sneaker to a video recorder he carried in a bag, using 
it to peek up women's skirts. 

He was sentenced to 12-months probation, 
which was terminated early, in September. 

Sheriff's deputies arrested him again on voyeur
ism and stalking charges in November at a flea mar
ket where he was again accused of using his 
sneakercam to look up women's skirts. Investigators 
seized 45 videotapes from him, some four hours 
long, and were still reviewing them. 

At the hearing, prosecutors said Searfoss had also 
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those being racked by the destructive effects of illicit 
change; (3) To reaffirm the simple truth of God's will. ... 
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Some ... need to be reminded and reassured that the "old 

paths" are still new. BKM!Ol hardback, 528 pgs. 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 

which change agents are attempting to turn the church ... 
into just another ... sects .... a 'must' for every leader." 

"Not only lays bare the disease but points us to the only 
remedy for a broken brotherhood ... much more than an 
expos~ of false teaching ... portions dealing with the 
existence of God and Biblical inspiration are well worth 
the price of the book." 

$19.95 plus $4.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

used his shoe camera to ogle women at a church, ap
parently while serving 25 hours of court-ordered 
community service related to the first charge. 

"It's worse than that," Assistant State Attorney 
Dean Tsourakis told the judge. "He was doing it at 
the probation office - for instance, the cashier at 
the probation office." 

"That just really strikes me as really being 
wrong," replied Hillsborough County Circuit Judge 
Walter Heinrich, who refused Searfoss' request to 
lower his $75,000 bail. 

Word of Mouth 
0 If you know of potential subscribers to the 

Firm Foundation, we would be glad to send them a 
free 3-month subscription. We would also be hap
py to send you a bundle of sample copies to be 
given to friends and family to encourage additional 
subscribers. Contact us at any of the following: 
jprophet@quik.com; Toll-free (888) 367-6216; Fax: 
(979) 553-3721; P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

Just tell us if you want the paper sent to a specific 
address, or if you want a bundle sent to your address. 

We deeply appreciate your enthusiastic response 
when we first made this offer. A satisfied customer 
and word of mouth advertising are effective. We wel
come your help. 

Sixty-seven 
OCOOPER CITY, Fla. (AP)- A woman was ar

rested Sunday on animal abandonment charges after 
police found 67 dead kittens and cats inside a refrig
erator of the woman's unoccupied home. 

Police responded to neighbors' complaints of 
foul order coming from the home of Audrey Jean 
Weed, 50. 

Officers found 24 cats and one dog loose in the 
home. They also discovered litter boxes overflowing 
with feces and 31 dead kittens and 36 dead cats in a 
refrigerator and freezer. Some were wrapped in bags. 

"It was foul, believe me," said Cooper City Po
lice Capt. Marvin E. Stoner Jr. 

french Killing 
@Pro-abortion forces scoff at pro-life Americans 

who warn of the devaluation of human life, but 
what's happening in France is enough to frighten 
anyone. 

Willemijn Forest, who lives in Marseilles, told 
the Christian Science Monitor how the first thing 
doctors asked after she bore a son with Down 
~ e was whether Ehe wanted to keep h:in . 
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"After the delivery, they took him away immedi
ately, assuming I did not want to see him anymore. I 
said, 'Of course I want to keep him.' I was so ap
palled by their attitude." 

France's highest court recently ruled that chil
dren with Down syndrome have a legal ~right" never 
to have been born and may sue doctors who allowed 
them to be born - i.e., who didn't kill them. "For 
parents such as Mrs. Forest, the ruling demonstrates 
a view - which she says is widespread in French so
ciety - that a disabled life is not worth living," says 
the Monitor. 

France and other European countries are anti
choice on U.S. executions of ruthless murderers, but 
strangely enough they have little problem with ex
ecuting the innocent. 

~rutl-!Jlartfeman Lectures - 1992 

Building Stronger 
Christian Families 

Some of the very earliest instructions in the Bible apply to 
male-female relationships, marriage, mothering, childbear
ing, and many other aspects of family living. Throughout the 
Old Testament great stress is laid on marrying, having chil
dren, rearing those children after God's plan, human sexual
ity - both the dark side and the beautiful side. The New Tes
tament has much to say about marriage, divorce and remar
riage, the husband-wife relationship, the rearing of children, 
taking care of older members of the family, responsibilities 
and rights in the sexual relationship, and countless other as
pects of family living. 

There are hundreds of passages which were not specifically 
written to husbands and wives or parents and children which 
nonetheless apply to those relationships. What marriage 
would not be improved if both the husband and the wife 
would embody the truth of the Golden Rule? There is hardly 
one page in the Bible which does not reveal some precept, 
command, or law which would improve all human relation
ships. How can we account for our failure to preach and 
teach "the whole counsel of God" on matters of pertaining to 
the family? The "whole counsel of God" is very ably pre
sented by the notable men contributing to this book: David 
Chadwell, Winford Claiborne, Earl Edwards, Ralph Gilmore, 
Wayne jackson, W. Stephen johnson, David Sain, Robert Tay
lor jr., Billy Smith, Thomas B. Warren and others. Irene Tay
lor has contributed 3 lessons concerning the challenges facing 
women. hardback, 354 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $3.50 slh 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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0 Holy Land Experience is a theme park in Or-

lando that claims to be evangelistic. It's purpose says 
its founder, Marvin Rosenthal, is to bring the lost to 
Christ. The park charges the lost $17 to enter the 
park and be drawn to Christ. The annual income of 
the Holy Land Experience is about $5 million. 
Florida's Orange County tax appraiser has decided 
to levy property taxes on the park. Rosenthal has 
employed Pat Robertson's legal advocacy group, 
American Center for Law and Justice, to sue the tax 
collector and appraiser of Orange County Florida to 
keep him from taxing this profit making organiza
tion and let them continue to bring the lost to Christ. 
Alas! (Chicago Tribune, 11-23-01, via Earl Davis). 

1Ur6aas 
OSikhs wear turbans for religious reasons. To re

move the turban is a sign of intense mourning or un
bearable shame. No Sikh man would appear in pub
lic without his turban, if he could possibly avoid it. 
The Sikhs have requested that if their turban must be 
removed at airport security check· points, that it be 
done in private (Chicago Tribune, 11-23-01). 

lrolre and lrolrer 
OThe National Council of Churches is in a 

"very serious financial crunch," according to General 
Secretary Robert Edgar. It seems that most members 
do not pay their dues. The bulk of the support comes 
from the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United 
Methodist Church. The NCC is ultra liberal (Chi
cago Tribune, 11-23-01, thanks to Earl Davis). 

Sorry 46out f#Jat 
OROME- Pope John Paul II offered an apology 

Thursday for sexual abuse by Roman Catholic clergy, 
saying it has caused the victims "great suffering and 
spiritual harm" and has damaged the church (Chi
cago Tribune, 11-23-01, by way of Earl Davis) 

"""' llut? 
$Jerry Falwell said in Lakeland, Florida that 

"even the soul of Osama bin Laden could be saved, if 
he converted to Christianity -but he would still de
serve to be killed" (Chicago Tribune, 11-26-01). 

ACW 
$The American Civil Liberties Union has sued a 

Rockin, Calif., school board for publicly displaying 
the phrase "God Bless America." The ACLU says the 
expression is "hurtful" and "divisive." Well, if any
body should know about being hurtful and divisive it 



ought to be the ACLU (Chicago Tribune, 11-26-01, 
thanks to Earl Davis). ,. ,, 

OTucson, Arizona waived fees for trash collec
tion and other services for park g·atherings, events 
such as Earth Day, Hispanic Cultural Arts and a Gay 
Pride picnic, but refused to waive these fees for a 
National Day of Prayer (Chicago 1Hbune, 11-26-01). ,.,,,,.,.. 

OA recent poll shows that 51% say they would be 
more likely to. vote for a politician who talks about his 
relationship with Jesus. However, 42% say a politi
cian "should be guided by religious principles," while 
46% say "religion and politics shouldn't mix." How 
can one be guided without mixing? , .. ,, 

OCharles Bancroft Dillingham, theatrical man
ager and producer, while carrying the coffin of 

- Harry Houdini, said "I bet you a hundred bucks he 
ain't in here." 

"It is appointed unto man once .... " 
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ralls rou lose 
$Jack Kevorkian, serving ten-to-twenty for sec

ond-degree murder, received a Citizen Activist 
Award. The panel that selected Kevorkian included 
Candace Lightner, founder of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. ,,,, .. ,. 

0 Jacques Barzun, writer and educator, observed, 
"The intellectuals' chief cause of anguish are one 
another's works." 

lilfb 
$Jay Nordlinger (National Review, Nov. 19, 

2001) makes some cogent remarks about anti-por
nography. He says tp oppose erotica one must have a 
thick skin and be prepared to face a storm of abuse. 
Further, the pornographers' best ally is a false sense 
of helplessness. People feel that they can do nothing, 
that "all must submit, that the courts have ruled we 
have no choice in the matter, that this is a modern 
world - get used to it." 

Yet this is untrue. There are many things to be 
done. At the least we can speak out. ,, .. , 

0 I oppose intrusions of the state into the private 
realm - as in abortion, sodomy, prostitution, por
nography, drug use, or suicide, all of which I would 
strongly defend as matters of free choice in a repre
sentative democracy (Camille Paglia, U.S. academic 
and author). 

lie bose 
OThe Daily Telegraph takes it as good news that 

more than a third of Britons believe that Jesus rose 
from the dead. But it's a bit more complicated than 
that. The story is based on a poll done by a magazine 
that specializes in the paranormal and holds that 
Jesus was only in a drugged state. The poll asked a 
thousand people if they thought "Jesus literally rose 
from the dead exactly as explained in the Bible" or if 
"there could have been another explanation." In 
fact, the Bible does not "explain" how Jesus rose 
from the dead, and one may be forgiven for not 
knowing how to respond to the ill-posed question. 
There are reports of his appearances, of the empty 
tomb, and then Paul's statements in 1 Corinthians 
15. The more remarkable finding to be reasonably 
inferred from the muddled British poll is that more 
than 80 percent believe that there was a Jesus, that 
he was crucified, and that he later appeared to the 
disciples. The interesting disconnect is that so few 
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·who claim to believe that gather to celebrate the 
event with his contemporary disciples. 

ro le or lot to le 
$After the Netherlands became the first nation to 

legalize . the killing of the old and not so old who 
would - in their judgment or in the judgment of ·a 
properly authorized party - be better off dead, the 
minister of health, Mrs. Els Borst Eilers, has a further 
proposal. There are some people, she notes, who 
would prefer to kill themselves rather than depend 
upon a doctor. She suggests that such people should 
be provided with a suicide pill. She adds that the pro
vision of the pill should be carefully regulated_to en
sure that those asking for it really are "tired of life and 
desperate to die." So how tired are you of life, really? 
Perhaps some kind of measuring instrument could be 
devised. One imagines the health minister, eager to 
share death benefits as equitably as possible, asking 
herself, "Now, let's see. Have we left anyone out?" 

rwo laddrs 
$American Taliban "Jihad Johnny" Walker

Lindh may have had a lot more than "The Autobiog
raphy of Malcom X" on his mind when he decided 
to betray his country and become a Taliban terrorist. 

In a move that is said to have "startled and flus
tered" his then 16-year-old son, Johnny's dad Frank 
Lindh left his family to move in with a male compan
ion in 1997, reports San Francisco Examiner gossip 
columnist P.J. Corkery. 

"The man with whom Lindh lived has since been 
described as 'a family friend,' but other family 
friends say the men lived as a gay couple," Corkery 
explained. 
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"It would take a specialist in family issues to map 
the constellations of feelings and problems that 
would describe John Walker's path toward Islam in 
1997, but sources close to the family say the f~ther's 
turn of life from married man to modern gay man 
startled and flustered the 16-year-old," he adds 
(MaxNews.com, 12-21-01). 

U.S. r..,ayers luad Abortion 
$Conservatives are urging President Bush to 

block U.S. funding of a population control program 
that's been criticized for supporting "forced abor
tions and sterilizations" in China and elsewhere. But, 
if Congress gets its way, the United Nations Popula
tion Fund could get up to $34 million from Ameri
can taxpayers for the fiscal year - an increase of 36 
percent. 

The Foreign Operations spending bill, passed by 
the House Wednesday, also drops language adopted 
in previous years that allowed the U.S. to penalize 
China for policies many consider coercive. The U.S. 
previously was able to cut its contributions to the 
UNFPA by the same amount the United Nations de
voted to China's population control activities (Matt 
Pyeatt, CNSNews.com). 

Tali 
OThe Words Can Heal luncheon at the National 

Press Club (Washington D.C.) on December 10 was a 
huge success. Two hundred and fifty members heard 
Goldie Hawn speak on: "Let's Work Together to 
Create a Better Normal." Ms. Hawn's speech, which 
explained the goals and activities of Words Can 
Heal, was carried live on C-span and N~tional Public 
Radio. The Associated Press, USA Today, The Wash
ington Post, The New York Times, The Los Angeles 
Times, and People Magazine are a few of the major 
media outlets which are featuring the WCH cam
paign this week. 

As Ms. Hawn so eloquently stated, "Words mat
ter. They can tear us down or terrorize us. Words can 
create fear and anger, or they can build, enrich, and 
nurture us." 

"For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned" ijesus). 

I'C1 
$William McGowan, author of "Coloring the 

News: How Crusading for Diversity Has Corrupted 
American journalism," opens the door to the news
rooms at "USA Today," the "New York Times," the 
"Washington Post" and other pillars of the "main-



stream press" in this carefully researched investiga
tion of how the quest for "diversity" has affected 
American journalism. Focusing on coverage of the 
"diversity issues" of immigration, race, gay rights, 
feminism and affirmative action, McGowan gives a 
fascinating analysis of what stories get reported and 
how. "Coloring the News" is an impressively docu
mented and provocative book about how a journal
ism, slanted by good intentions has allowed a narrow 
multicultural orthodoxy to restrict debate just at the 
point when information about America's changing 
national identity needs to be robust, knowledgeable 
and honest. 

McGowen asserts that The New York Times is 
"very, very pro-gay in its coverage," McGowan said. 
"The Times sees gay rights as the next step in the civil 
rights movement." 
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For example, it [New York Times] painted a glori
ous portrait of a disgruntled homosexual who left 
the Marines. When other reports later revealed that 
he was a gay porn star, the Times defended its one
sided account and even insisted it would not have 
covered the man any differently. 

Olllepb1111fs 111111 Babies 
ONewsMax.com reports {Friday, Dec. 21, 2001) 

that a jury today cleared a Ringling Bros. Circus 
trainer for prodding an elephant. Animals "rights" 
extremists were hoping he'd be imprisoned for six 
months and fined $1,000. 

Defense attorney James McManis said, "Even if 
star trainer Mark Oliver Gebel did accidentally poke 
the elephant, the beast suffered the equivalent of a 
paper cut or a pinprick." 

"Would a similar 'injury' to a human being result 
in a criminal prosecution keeping us occupied all 
week?" McManis quizzed the jury in San Jose, Calif. 

Let's see: Infanticide is fine and dandy, but tax
payers' money must be squandered to persecute al
leged pokers of elephants. How P.C. can you get? 

rbe Good Book 
·$The nation's top publishers of the Bible report 

sales jumped after the terrorist attack on the World 
Trade Towers. Retail outlets are reporting sales as 
much as 40 percent higher than last year (Chicago 
Tribune, 12-7-01). 

lepllrate 
0 President Bush is urging Congress to enact leg

islation to control human cloning for reproduction 
and research. The House of Representatives adopted 
a bill in July, and the. Senate has scheduled hearings 
on ·cloning (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 4, 2001). 

Islam 
0 Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham and heir 

apparent of the Billy Graham Organization, said, 
"We're not attacking Islam, but Islam has attacked 
us. The God of Islam is not the same God. He's not 
the son of God of the Christian or Judea-Christian 
faith. It's a differen~ God, and I believe it is a very 
evil and wicked religion" (Chicago 'Dibune, Nov. 30, 
2001). 

Looking for the Bible on CD or audio tape, 
or commentaries and other reference works? 

Call Firm Foundation toll-free 
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Put'em Up 
The Manufacturing Science and Finance Union, 

which represents more than 1,500 members of the 
clergy from the Church of England is offering to 
teach martial arts to "men of the cloth." The Angli
can clergy's union said a survey showed that one in 
eight ministers had been assaulted (Chicago Tribune, 
Dec. 17, 2001). 

Killing 
ODennis Byrne (Chicago Tribune, Dec. 17, 2001) 

in a recent article said, ''All those people blowing up 
everyone, including themselves, are starting to give 
religion a bad name." He points out that the God of 
Abraham and the Heavenly Father of Jesus advocates 
peace and love - not violence and killing. 

NYC 
0 Diageo, the food and beverage giant, through 

its Spirit of America Fund, paid for a number of New 
York City firefighters and policemen to go to Kabal, 
Afghanistan and distribute 45 tons of rice, sugar, 
cooking oil, powered milk, and blankets to orphan 
children. The delegation arrived at the Alaoodin or
phanage Dec. 14, and was greeted by hundreds of 
children. One member of the New York group said, 
"I'm ready to cry. Just think of all these kids" (Chi
cago Tribune, Dec. 22, 2001 -our readers know 
that blurbs from the Chicago Tribune come to us 
through the good office of Earl Davis, for whom we 
give thanks). 

Popeye's Gone Gay 
OCartoon tough guy Popeye has been outed. The 

spinach-guzzling seaman's secret gay affair with 
arch-rival Bluto is revealed in a controversial new ad. 
The two sworn enemies are usually depicted fighting 
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for the attention of the lovely Olive Oyl in cartoons 
and comics. 

But in a new ad campaign for orange juice they 
only have eyes for each other. 

Beefy Bluto squeals with joy as he pushes muscle
bound Popeye back and forth on a swing in a 
children's playground Then the two tough guys lark 
about on a see-saw before heading off to the beach. 

The ad- by orange juice makers Minute Maid 
- has outraged moral crusaders in the USA, who 
claim the cartoon characters are spreading gay pro
paganda. 

Harry Poffer 
OALAMOGORDO, New Mexico (Reuters) -A 

New Mexico church plans to burn Harry Potter books 
because they are "an abomination to God," the church 
minister said on Wednesday. Jack Brock said he would 
have a "holy bonfire" on Sunday at the Christ Com
munity Church in Alamogordo in southern New 
Mexico to torch books about the fictional teen-age 
wizard who is wildly popular with young people. 

"These books encourage our youth to learn more 
about witches, warlocks, and sorcerers, and those 
things are an abomination to God and to me," Brock, 
74, told Reuters. 

fpiuopalians 
0 David Moyer, Church of the Good Shepherd in 

Rosemont, Pa., heads Forward in Faith, a venture ·of 
80 parishes of the Episcopal Church. Moyer said in 
an interview, "The church [Episcopal Church USA] 
ha~ become too liberal on matters of gender and 
scripture" (Houston Chronicle, Dec. 15, 2001). 

Cannabis 
Gin the near future America will probably con

front the question of whether to legalize the cultiva
tion and use of marijuana. 

Richard Lowry in a recent issue of National Re
view argues that the use of drugs from the hemp 
plant is benign and maybe even helpful. Damon 
Linker in a First Things article (Nov. 2001) takes is
sue with the Lowry piece. We thought it might be fun 
to present the two positions in a Point and Counter
point format. So here is the abbreviated argument of 
these men. 

Lowry: Marijuana is not harmful, or at least it is 
significantly less so than any number of other drugs 
that are currently legal. It should be categorized 
somewhere between alcohol and tobacco on the one 
hand and caffeine on the other. There is no such 



thing as a lethal dose of marijuana, but alcohol and 
tobacco kill hundreds of thousands of people each 
year. 

Linker: It may be true that there is no such thing 
as a lethal overdose of tobacco, ·but it does kill 
through cumulative effects. Unless Lowry intends to 
deny that most marijuana users get high through 
smoking it, one must assume that it is at least as le
thal as tobacco. Overdosing on almost anything from 
sugar to aspirin is potentially deadly. Marijuana is 
harmful even when used in moderation because it 
distorts the senses and causes reckless behavior. 

Lowry: It is a mistake to say that marijuana is a 
gateway drug to such substances as LSD, cocaine, 
amphetamine, and heroin. Kids who use marijuana 
do not necessarily experiment with stronger drugs, 
and those who do so are not led to this behavior by 
the marijuana. Because a cocaine addict used mari
juana first doesn't mean he is on cocaine because he 

- smoked marijuana. Children who experiment with 
drugs of all kinds do so because of a preexisting be
havioral problem. It is thus the kid, not the sub
stance, who is the problem. 

Linker: Of course a troubled child is more likely 
to try drugs than one with a firm sense of right and 
wrong. But that's far from the end of the story. Just 
as a would-be murderer can usually do far more 
harm with a gun than he could with a less potent 
weapon, so a child in danger of losing his way can do 
more damage to himself and others when drugs are 
widely available for his use, as they surely would be 
if they were legalized. 

Punult of Happiness 
OGod wants us to be happy (Phil. 4:4). The Dec

laration of Independence asserts the unalienable 
right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 
We have a God-given right to pleasure, and the gov
ernment reiterates that birthright. 

The problem in our society is that we do not 
know how to secure our privilege of happiness. We 
fail to see that rejoicing always is a frame of mind 
that results from a right relationship with God and 
fellowman. 

We are a nation that increasingly medicates itself 
with pharmaceuticals to induce pleasure by manipu
lating·chemicals already present in the human body. 

We have a right to be happy, and we are going to 
make ourselves happy even if we have to do it by 
tricking, debilitating, and destroying the spirit 
(mind), which is what alcohol does - also mari-

juana, cocaine, etc and etc. Take a pill, sniff some 
powder, smoke a joint and be ... miserable and de
ceived, but call it happiness. Just ask Elvis and 
Marilyn - they know. 

Bibles 
OHONG KONG (Reuters, Jan. 5, 2001) A court 

in China's Fujian province has issued an "evil cult" 
indictment to a Hong Kong businessman for trans
porting Bibles into China and may hand him a death 
sentence, a Hong Kong rights group said on Satur
day. 

The court in the city of Fu Qing said Hong Kong 
trader Li Guangqiang had "used an evil cult to dam
age a law-based society," the Information Center for 
Human Rights and Democracy said in a statement. 

Li Guangqiang in April and May 2000 took 
33,000 Bibles in two lots into China's Fujian Prov
ince to supply an underground Christian group 
called the Shouter's sect, the group said. He was ar
rested on his second trip. 

Apes and Such 
$WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court de

clined Monday ijan. 7, 2002) to be drawn into a de
bate over the teaching of evolution in America's pub
lic schools. 

The refusal is a victory for schools that require 
teachers to instruct on the subject even if the teacher 
disagrees with the scientific theory. 

It's a loss for a Christian biology teacher in Min
nesota who was reassigned amid questions about his 
views on evolution. Justices declined without com
ment to review Rodney LeVake's case. 

Le Vake briefly instructed his Minnesota high 
school students on the subject [of evolution], but told 
a colleague that he had scientific doubts about Charles 
Darwin's view of species' gradual change. Evolution 
describes development of life on Earth from single
celled organisms over about 3.5 billion years. 

When confronted by school leaders in 1998, he 
proposed offering students "an honest look at the 
difficulties and inconsistencies of the theory without 
turning my class into a religious one." 

Le Vake believes that God created the world in 
six days, known as creationism. He was reassigned to 
a ninth grade teaching job in the southern Minnesota 
town of Faribault, home to about 20,000 residents. 

His case presented the Supreme Court an oppor
tunity to revisit the debate over public school in
struction on the origin of man. In 1987, justices 
struck down a Louisiana law that prohibited the 
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teaching of evolution without equal time for cre
ationism. 

llo 'lrespassing 
$Mayor Carolyn Risher of Inglis, Fla., issued a 

restraining order that reads, "Be it known from this 
day forward, that Satan, ruler of darkness, giver of 
evil, destroyer of what is good and just, is not now, 
nor ever again will be, a part of this town of Inglis. 
Satan is hereby declared powerless, no longer ruling 
over, nor influencing,· our citizens." 

There were rumblings from the ACLU. 

lorbldden 
SThe European Union has announced plans to 

outlaw "racism and xenophobia." Among activities 
that will become illegal are "public insults" of minor
ity groups, "public dissemination of tracts, pictures, 
or other material containing expressions of racism or 
xenophobia." 
· Whether these laws will apply to Islamic groups 
pushing anti-Semitic and anti-Christian programs is 
unclear (National Review, 12-31-01). ,.,,,. .•.•• ,. 

OEric Altschuler of the psychology department 
at the University of California, San Diego, is gaining 
a reputation as the Bible's psychotherapist. Last Feb
ruary, he gained media attention for diagnosing 
strongman Samson with Antisocial Personality Disor
der. In November, he claimed the prophet Ezekiel 
suffered from temporal lobe epilepsy, with symptoms 
such as extreme piety, fainting, compulsive writing, 
frequent inability to speak, aggression, and delusions 
(Chris#anity Today, Jan. 7, 2002). 

IJCpelling lvll 
OAnglicans in Cumbria, England, are asking the 

Roman Catholic archbishop of Glasgow to exorcise a 
stone cursed in 1520 by one of his predecessors. 
Vicar Kevin Davies believes the stone may even be 
responsible for local outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease. "This stone invokes evil on people and as 
such we should not take it lightly," he said, calling it 
"a lethal weapon." 

Meanwhile, media reports circulated that the 
Anglican bishop of Oxford had been called in to ex
orcise the local soccer stadium after the team experi
enced a series of losses. Bishop Richard Harries 
downplayed the reports, telling the BBC, "It was a 
serious prayer for God to bless the ground, including 
that it might be freed from evil" (Christianity Today, 
Jan. 7, 2002). Fp 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Elders and Leaders 

Question: I have heard some discussion concern
ing the oversight of the congregation. In a con

gregation with elders, are they over the preacher, or 
is the preacher over the elders? In a congregation 
without elders, does the preacher run the church? 

Response: Confronted with a question about 
whether he, Cephas, or Apollos should be the 

acknowledged leader, Paul responded, "We are fel
low-workers with God; you are God's field, God's 
building" (1 Cor. 3:9). 

The church belongs neither to the elders nor to 
the preacher, but to the Lord. 

Church fusses and splits that center around who is 
going to call the shots are usually clear evidence that 
someone involved - maybe everyone - has forgot
ten the primary instruction of Jesus to those who 
would be leaders in the kingdom: "You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them and their great 
men exercise authority over them. It shall not be so 
among you; but whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave; even as the Son of man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
a ransom for many" (Matt. 20:25-28). 

Everything else the Bible says about leadership in 
the church is built on the presumption of that basic 
servant-spirit on the part of the leader. 

Elders 
Elders are charged with the oversight of the congre
gation they serve. Their main responsibility is to 
shepherd, which includes feeding, leading and pro
tecting. Two passages particularly make this clear: 
Paul's speech to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:17-
38, especially verse 28, and Peter's exhortation to his 
fellow elders in 1 Peter 5:1-4. Elders must "give an 
account" for the souls under their charge (Heb. 
13:17). 

Elders are warned frequently against the misuse 
of their authority. The church, which they are to 

tend and oversee, is the Lord's; he purchased it with 
his own blood (Acts 20:28). They are not to act as 
lords over the church, and they are forbidden to ex
ercise their responsibility in a domineering way. 
They are to lead from among the flock as examples, 
not by pushing, threatening and goading (1 Pet. 3:3 ). 

But they are to exercise oversight, (1 Thess. 
5:12), leadership (Heb. 13:7, 17, 24). 

A primary responsibility of elders is to see that 
the congregation is taught appropriately, and by ap
propriate persons (Titus 1 :9). 

As a member of a congregation, a preacher is un
der the oversight of the elders of that congregation. 
Since the elders are charged to oversee the teaching 
and feeding, they necessarily have the oversight of 
the reacher and feeder. 

Our usual custom is for the elders to enter into 
agreement with a preacher on behalf of the congre
gation to support him in preaching to and for that 
congregation. 

I specifically avoid "hire" or "fire" in relation to 
the work of a preacher. 

The right kind of preacher is not a hireling, and 
the church does nor think correctly if they think of 
their preacher as "our employee." 

However, if he is a hireling, more concerned 
with salary, days off and executive perks than saving 
souls, he ought to be fired . 

Since elders have the responsibility for teaching, 
it is appropriate for them to ask the preacher to 
preach on particular subjects, to counsel with the 
preacher about his manner of presentation and work 
habits, and even, on occasion, to request that he 
avoid some subject for a time while a problem is 
worked on in some other way. 

Preachers are sensitive about being asked not to 
preach at a particular time on a particular subject, 
but that is obviously a matter of judgment. Elders 
rule in matters of judgment. A wise preacher will lis
ten to the counsel of mature, spiritual elders. 

Sometimes the preacher and the elders may dif-
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fer about what the truth is on a particular subject. 
The obvious solution to that problem is for the one 
who actually has the truth to prevail, but that is 
overly simplistic. In real-life situations, both will 
think they do. However, if both the preacher and the 
elders will avoid name-calling, motive· questioning 
and ultimatums, and will sit together to study with 
the word of God as their guide, there is a good 
chance they can mutually arrive at truth. 

Unfortunately, too many of us, elders and preach
ers alike, approach such study not so much with an 
open mind as with agendas set by pressure groups, 
either within or outside the congregation. When 
brethren become caustic and intransigent in their 
dealings with one another, there are few happy solu
tions left. 

Except where a person is absolutely convinced 
the elders are steering a course contrary to scripture, 
their leadership should be followed. 

If a preacher begins to teach contrary to truth 
and to cause strife and division, it is the elders' job to 
stop his mouth (Titus 1: 11). 

Elders, on the other hand, are not dictators or 
lords. They should receive counsel, listen attentively 
and patiently to all points of view and make deci
sions on the basis of fully informed judgment. 

Hugo McCord's Translation 

New Testament 
and Genesis, Psalms, Proverbs 

Dr. Hugo McCord has been a serious student of the 
Bible from the time he was a young man. By diligent 
study, thorough academic preparati~n. self-discipline, 
and heart cultivation he has become one of the leading 
and ripest scholars in the nation. His influence as an au
thor, lecturer, preacher, and professor has left his impact 
on the brotherhood. 

The apex of his scholarly contributions is his transla
tion of the New Testament. Because of his superior lin
guistic ability and commitment to the truth, he has pre
pared a translation that can be accepted with confidence 
by all. Dr. McCord has sought diligenUy to give an accu
rate translation of the inspired Word of God in an easily 
understood modem day English. 

E. Claude Gardner 

A 38-page appendix discusses translations, the 
words church, baptism, repent, the phrase Only 
Begotten, God's personal name, aJ'!d more. 

Burgandy • leather look • hardback • 730 pages 

$29.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Preachers 
A preacher is charged by God through scripture to 
preach the word (2 Tim. 4:2). He has that responsi
bility whether or not he has any agreement to work 
with and for a congregation, or any support. There is 
no biblically prescribed ordination procedure by 
which a preacher is authorized by the church to 
preach. The preacher's authority to preach is from 
the same source as the elders' responsibilities to 
oversee and shepherd. 

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature" (Mark 16: 15). "Speak these things, 
exhort, and reprove with all authority. Let no one 
disregard you" (Titus 2:15). "Preach the word .... Do 
the work of an evangelist" (2 Tim. 4:2, 5). 

These charges, and many others like them, come 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
preachers' responsibility to preach the gospel does not 
stem from any eldership, church, synod or council. 

Preachers too often confuse the question of 
whether they "have a job" with the question of 
whether they have a place to preach. There are al
ways places to preach. The preacher may need to be 
dedicated enough to "make tents" or otherwise sup
port himself while he preaches. 

Faithful dedicated preachers ought to be sup
ported well, but any preacher who will only preach 
when he is paid to preach is not worthy of any sup
port. Some preachers speak so strongly of the author
ity of elders that it is almost as if they think every elder 
has been personally picked by God and to disagree 
with one is to disagree with God, until the elders ask 
him to find another plac;e to work. Suddenly, th'& el
ders are unqualified and have no authority at all! 

The preacher is to presume innocence and good 
will on the part of the elders. He is forbidden to "re
ceive an accusation" against an elder unless it is con
firmed "by two or three witnesses" {1 Tim. 5:19). 

If an elder is involved in sin and it is confirmed, 
the preacher is to "rebuke {him) in the presence of 
all, that the rest also may fear" (2 Tim. 5 :20). In all 
things he is to act without prejudice or partiality {2 
Tim. 5:21). 

In a church without elders, preachers are charged 
to "set in order the things that are lacking and ap
point elders" {Titus 1:5). 

That does not mean the preacher selects whom
ever he wants as elders. 

'~ppoint" in Titus 1 :5 is the same word as in 
Acts 6:3, where the apostles told the church, "Seek 
out from among you seven men of good reputation, 



full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this business." The church did the 
"seeking out," the choosing; the apostles did the ap
pointing. These are two different tasks. 

Neither the preacher nor any other one person 
has the authority to "run the church." 

But teaching on the eldership and on church 
leadership, preparing men to qualify as elders, urg
ing the church through the teaching of the word to 
select elders when there are men who are ready, are 
tasks God has given the preacher, just as he has given 
the oversight of the church to qualified and duly ap
pointed elders. 

As the preacher exercises this leadership, he too 
must be mindful of the servant-leadership advocated 
by the Lord. The preacher is not to be domineering 
or to exercise lordship over the church either. 

Preachers and Elders: Summary 
Preachers and elders have distinctive functions, 

God-given in both cases. 
The elders are to shepherd, oversee, feed and 

protect. Preachers are to evangelize, preach, and 
minister. 

The elders oversee the preacher and his work to 
whatever extent it involves the congregation they 
oversee. The preacher teaches and ministers to the 
elders as they perform their functions, just as he does 
to the other members of the congregation. 

Elders ought to use every opportunity to teach 
the lost, and preachers are obviously involved in edi
fying the church, but in their distinctive functions, 
elders should spend more time shepherding, edifying 
and caring for members than most elders I am aware 
of do, and preachers should spend more time evan
gelizing and teaching the lost than most preachers I 
am aware of do. 

One purpose for both evangelists and pastors 
(preachers and elders) is "for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry" (Eph. 4: 11-12). If we 
will-busy ourselves at that task, as workers together 
with God, we will not have time or inclination to 
quarrel about who is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. College of Biblical Studies 
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5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

God's Prophetic Word 
12 chapters: The Infallible Book; The Faith Once Delivered; 
God's Prophetic Word; The Hope of Israel; The Church Age; 
The Throne of David; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Imminent?; The Second Coming of Christ - Is It 
Premillennial?; Seventh Day Adventism- Its Origin and Its 
Errors; The Consequences of Premillennialism; Anglo
lsraelism; Excursus on Prophecy Proof-texts; and the 
appendix, "Passages from the Pioneers" provide the 
necessary armament to oppose premillennialism and to help 
guard the church against this insidious doctrine. 
BKAM07 paperback 573 pgs ....................................... 18.95 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

A comprehensive treatment of the issues concerning the 
second coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some connect with that event. 
BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs ....................................... 17.95 

The One Book 
Divided into over 244 topics, overflowing with information. 
Topics include: Exodus, Type and Antitype; The Shadow of 
Things to Come; What the Holy Spirit Does, Character and 
Mission of Samson; The Gospel in a Nutshell; Prayer and 
Salvation; Is an Alien a Sinner?; The Sin That Has No 
Forgiveness; The Most Prolific Source of Infidelity; Choosing 
by Faith; Fools for Christ's Sake; The Success and Failure of 
the Gospel; The Refuge of Lies; On Fasting; Formula for 
Elders; Use of Word Children/Child; Rule by Elders or 
Committees?; Gospel of 10 Words; Misapplied Passages; 
Scriptural Argument Against Dancing; Jude's Abbreviated 
Exhortation; Seven Controverted Questions, and many more. 
BKAM06 hardback 528 pgs .............................•..•........ 24.95 

The Book of Revelation 
Brother Wallace presents his view that the book of 
Revelation belonged solely to the tribulation period of the 
early churches, and that its symbols were fulfilled in the 
experiences of those churches. The conclusion he draws has 
been irresistible to him and is predicated on the solid 
arguments herein postulated, that the composition of the 
apocalypse was of a pre-destruction of Jerusalem date, 
under the reign of Nero Caesar. 
BKAM01 paperback 477 pgs . ...................................... 20.95 
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Order from Firm Foundation 
1 01 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the . 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . .................. $!5.!50 

According to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs . ........... 4.!50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . ......... 12.9!5 

Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and) 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ........... .. ......................... 6.9!5 

Functioning Leadership 
in the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs . ............... 3.!50 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 In reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analyti_cal 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ........................................................... 4.150 

Putting the Pearls In Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . ............................................................ 4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6 .00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible - Its teaching-, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8~11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................... 14.87 

Thoughts of Gold In Words of Sliver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
Solomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita
tive. Every quotation of Scripture Is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world. Since all truth found in and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs . ......................................... 8.H 

Shipping- $2.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Comact j oe Tyler (321) 254-2261. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Ohio -
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-P:merson 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) AFB., 922 s. Cemral (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1 162. 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
nS-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j osh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Chrisr, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
JacbonviUe- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Texas-
Lake City- Lake Ciry Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m.3misouthofl-75offexit81. Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492- 1219. Sun. 9,10 

a. m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-25 15. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.net, C. ] . Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

New Testament Conversions 
by V. E. Howard 

This 13-chapter series on conversions in the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. A 
study of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: "What must I do to be saved?" 

Paperback, 151 pages. 

$ 5.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari119 & Sliari"9 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history nnd major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8 .25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(t:DIIrp:t/ edition} 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'1•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided Into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul ; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sates tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

If you are ordering several books, 
please call for postage costs. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse·by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment Is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Can we know that there is a God in 
heaven? And if we can, what is he like? 
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signed to investigate the attributes of 
the Godhead. 616 pages • Hardback 
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Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time miniscer. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Rcapond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
tranaaipts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Preaching God Demands 
Bellvlew Lectures- 1996 
ed. Michael Hatcher •.. Paul quotes Isaiah 
who Said the feet of those who preach are 
beautiful because of the message which 
they bring. The preacher's privilege and 
duty Is to proclaim this message of salva
tion. Through the Bible, God gives Instruc
tion for the work of preaching and the mes
sage to be preached. This book will aid 
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will help elders, deacons and every mem
ber of the Lord's church to understand the 
lmportantworkofpreachlng. hb, 351 pgs. 
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The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
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specfal direction from the Holy Spirit all use 
the same evidence, testimonials, witnessing. 
The fact that all these people disagree, Is 
proof that the spirit leading them Is not Holy. 
This book Is a clear, concise, and correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the 
Holy Spirit. (pb) 104 pgs • ................... 8.95 

$2.76 6/h • 7Uas ffiSidents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
SO mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 
evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433 .. 

The Church of Christ in Ft. Scott, KS is seeking a 
full-time minister. For details please contact 
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those interested in part-time wor~. Please send 
r~sum~ to P.O. Box 427, Louisville, MS 39339; or 
call (601) 677-3878 or (662) 773-5820. 
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introduction and a different section for 
each chapter of that particular book. 
CMBH01 629 pgs., hardback 
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Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
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prices; We also publish curriculum and VBS. 
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11114 Spur 248 • Tyler, TX 75707 

Seeks Youth Minister 
We are a congregation of 250+ members over-
seen by four elders, looking for a dedicated, doc-
trinally sound man to work with our youth program. 
If you are Interested, please send a r6sum6 to the 
elders attention at the above address. 

Is There Really a (jodt 
by Lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old-
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955) in response 
to many requests. The book is the result of 
much research in the areas of scienceJ religion, 
and evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peklng 
Man'" and evidences of the Flood. Authorities 
he cites in scientific areas also believe in God. 
Harvard and Berkeley have used the 
information In this book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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by Guy N. Woods 
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at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
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The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Uberalism did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book"s plea Is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an •1 think" or an "it feels g()()(f' religion. Rather It 
encourages adherence to the Instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prin· 
clples. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhOod institutions In pre.,&ration 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work in Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year in addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church In Montgom
ery, Alabama. paperback, 205 pgs. 

• ••• His grasp of the problem of liberalism Is broader than 
any that I've read. It Is an excellsnt soun:s book for sennons 
and lsctures regarding ths most serious problem In ths 
church to day ... •w. Douglass Harris, Minister 

• .•. Challengfng, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
hsalthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and dons the church a gmat seiVIce. He has 
Issued a sobsr call to r8tum to our senses. This book will 
wann the heart and props/ one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible. • Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 
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Who Is a Christian? 
By Frazier Conley 

If memory serves correctly, a few years ago there 
was a problem f~ced by the Israeli government. 
The problem centered on the question, "Who is 

a Jew?" The nation of Israel was established partly as 
a haven for Jews. But who was eligible to come? 
Some claiming to be Jews were persons the govern
ment was not entirely sure qualified. Did just claim
ing Jadishness make one a Jew? Or were there other 
conditions to be met? It may be that the issue is still 
not entirely resolved. 

How would Christians respond to the same kind 
of question? Who is a Christian?- Just anyone who 
claims the name? 

What is the sine qua non {the bare minimum), for 
qualifying as a Christian, for confidence in identify
ing someone as a Christian? Of course the Lord 
knows all those who are his- but we who are Chris
tians have special obligations to fe llow Christians. 
We, too, need a solid answer. Most important, indi
vidually we need to be able to rest assured of our re
lationship to, and salvation in, Christ. 

To answer these questions one should consider 
carefully the following passage from the apostle 
Paul: 

I want you to know, brethren, that our fathers 
were all under the cloud, and a ll passed through 
the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same 
spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock 
which followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 

Nevertheless with most of them God was not 
pleased; for they were overthrown in the wilder
ness (1 Cor. 10:1-5). 

Paul cautions the Corinthian Christians about 
their flirtations with idolatry. He reminds them of 
what happened to the ancient Israelites. Israel was 
mightily delivered from slavery by specific means 
God made available to them. At the Red Sea, Pha
raoh and his army were destroyed when Israel, in an 
act of obedient faith, escaped through the sea, God 
allowing them to pass across on dry ground. Above 
the people of Israel was the cloud. On both sides was 
the water upheld by God's power. Israel was over
whelmed in the experience. Figuratively speaking, 
they were "baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea." They were delivered from death and consti
tuted a free people. This deliverance, this salvation 
was sustained as God provided them "spiritual food 
and drink," manna and water, in the wilderness. By 
faithful obedience and God's powerful acts they had 
truly become his saved people. 

Nevertheless, in spite of their mighty deliverance 
in "baptism" and their continuing nourishment 
through "spiritual food and drink," they fell into 
idolatry and sin. Few of them lived to enter into the 
Promised Land. 

What is the lesson? The lesson is that as old Is
rael had been saved, the Corinthian Christians, too, 
had been constituted as people saved - now saved 
m Christ. Even as Israel had been baptized into 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Be Happy 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Is it evil to hurt? Is pain essentially sinful? 
Peter Singer, holder of a chair in bioethics 
at Princeton's University Center for Hu

man Values, said in a recent debate that the 
ethical (virtuous) goal is to minimize pain and 
maximize pleasure. 

If Singer is right, pain is unethical; happi
ness is principled and decent. 

Professor Singer defends the proposition 
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that the ethical goal is to reduce suffering and respect preferences, 
and that goal may at times require the killing of the innocent. 

Consistent with his absurd view is his defense of sexual rela
tions between humans and animals, a practice known as bestiality 
(he qualified the argument by saying that the practice must not 
cause the animal pain). But if it gives pleasure to the human and 
does not cause pain to the animal it is righteous, according to 
Singer. 

Pain and pleasure - which is ethical? Sadism (being cruel for 
fun) is insanity. Masochism (need for pain) is also nutty. To mor
bidly seek pain is dysfunctional. To ddight in inflicting pain is ab
normal. 

Suffering can ennoble ... and, at the least, helps us to under
stand that earthly things are not forever. Paul tells us to rejoice in 
tribulations (sufferings) - which is a blending of joy and pain 
(Rom. 5 :3). Peter and John "rejoiced" that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for Jesus (Acts 5:41). It is a joy to fall 
into manifold temptations Games 1:2). Suffering for righteousness 
sake is blessed (happy) (1 Pet. 3:14 ). Grief can be more precious 
than refined gold (1 Pet. 1:6-7). 

Does it therefore follow that we should pander to suffering 
because it makes us better? · 

Or is the Bible teaching that if misery and persecution come, 
through no fault of our own, the discomfort can develop character 
and help us to see that "earth has no sorrow heaven cannot heal," 
and that "all things work together for good, even to them that are 
called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8 :28). 

Pain is valuable because it makes us get out of the fire. A per
son incapable of feeling pain might burn to the bone without real
izing the damage that was being done. 

Pain is not unethical. 
Well, then, should we go out of our way to writhe in misery in 

the belief that agony builds character? Or is the inspired writer 



the belief that agony builds character? Or is the inspired writer 
saying that if excruciating pain comes, it can be used to build char
acter, but that one does not masochistically invite torment. Any
way, pain can lead to hope that does not put to shame and it is not 
necessarily evil- unethical (Rom. 5: 1-5). 

Still, ·with all that said, it is better to be happy than it is to be 
sad. 

God wants his children to be happy ... that is why he made 
heaven, where there will be no tears nor mourning nor crying nor 
pain (Rev. 21:4 ). 

It is our Christian duty to be happy. 

All men should know that the brain, and the brain only, is re
sponsible for, and is the seat of, all our joys and happiness, 
our pain and sadness; here is seated wisdom, understanding, 
and the knowledge of the difference between good and evil 
(Hippocrates, 460-377 B.C.). 

Or to put the same thought in biblical parlance, "for as a man 
thinketh within himself, so is he." If you think happy, you will be 
happy. If you think glum, you will be despondent. 

Attitude is, generally, the result of desire. They are sad who 
wish to be sad, and they are happy who want to be happy. 

It all depends on how you look at it. 
Still, it is better to be happy. An optimistic and cheerful dispo

sition will produce contentment, which is another name for peace, 
which is a synonym for joy. 

God wants his children on earth to be blissful. In fact, he com
mands it. "Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice" 
(Phil. 4:4 ). A basic desire of the human psyche is joy (Gal. 5 :22). 
The thought of a coming reward should cause us to "greatly re
joice" (1 Pet. 1 :6). 

Solomon wrote: 

Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee 
in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and 
in the sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment (Eccl. 11:9). 

This Old Testament sage is telling young people to be happy ... 
have a good time ... enjoy life ... be full of mirth. Serving God 
should not rob the young of a single white-winged joy. This in
spired admonition to be filled with gladness is tempered by the re
minder of a coming judgment. That is, the young should be buoy
ant,. smiling, enjoying every legitimate activity, both secular and 
sacred, but must not forget the judgment. In the pursuit of plea
sure, remember that God sees and judges. Make sure that your 
good time is not tainted by evil. Have fun, but make sure it is 
good, clean fun. 

David understood that in the presence of God there is "full
ness of joy" (Psa. 16:11). The word for joy means satisfying
unmingled with anything that would diminish its brightness. 

The saved walk before God knowing he is their heavenly fa
ther, and they are his beloved children. Just the thought that the 
redeemed are the property of God and the heirs of God - joint 
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swell and engulf them in a bright and glowing light 
of contentment. 

To fail to know the unbounded happiness of sal
vation is a lack of faith. The 3,000 at Pentecost 
"gladly received the word." When people in the city 
of Samaria heard the confirmed word of God - the 
gospel- "there was much joy in that city." The eu
nuch from Ethiopia "went on his way rejoicing," fol
lowing his baptism. The jailer in Philippi "rejoiced 
greatly, with all his house, having believed in God." 

The early church continued in "gladness and 
singleness of heart (Acts 2:46), it was "filled with 
joy" (Acts 13:52), and had "great joy" (Acts 15:3). 

If the unqualified proof of pardon, so graciously 
given in God's inspired word, does not bring un
speakable happiness, there is something seriously 
amiss in our understanding of what eternal salvation 
means. 

Deliverance is ecstasy. 
The ultimate deliverance in heaven is to be "vic

torious from the beast," and "sing the song of Moses 
the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb" (Rev. 
15:2-3) - a great victory song attended by exultant 
gladness. 

The anticipation of that glad day should calm 
our hearts and give us a glorious glee, not unlike the 
merrymaking that attended the wasteful son's return 
to his father's home (Luke 15 :32). "Weeping may 
tarry for the night, but joy cometh in the morning." 

Misguided people who supposed that pure reli
gion required a somber and melancholy demeanor 
have done harm to the church. There is an old joke 
about a little ·girl who had observed such behavior 
and who asked her grandmother, "Is that mule a 
Christian?" "Of course not," her grandmother re
plied, "but why do you ask?" The little girl an
swered, "Because he's got such a long face." 

If you are a child of God, be jubilant. There 
should be a spring in your step, a light in your eye, 
and a smile on your face. Heaven is your home -
and all the misfortune and vanity of this life should 
never- never- never- dim your attitude of con
fidence and elation. 

If we share the suffering of Christ, we will also 
share his glory (Rom. 8: 17). 

4 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth; My flesh also shall dwell in safety. For 
thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol; neither 
wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see corruption. 
Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy pres
ence is fulness of joy; in thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore (Psa. 16:9-11). 
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The thought of God should rejoice our souls. His 
lovingkindness (Psa. 6:1-7), salvation (Psa. 21:1); 
laws and statutes (Psa. 119), judgments (Psa. 48:11), 
and words of comfort in times of tribulation and sor
row Uer. 15:15-16) should combine to make us al
ways glad. 

The angels in announcing the birth of Jesus to 
the shepherds said, "I bring you good tidings of great 
joy." Jesus' outward appearance was one of joy and 
not gloom. His life was not austere, but he came eat
ing and drinking. He is described as rejoicing in the 
Holy Spirit (Luke 10:21), attending a wedding, and 
happily eating with his friends. He told his close dis
ciples just hours before his death, "These things have 
I spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full Uohn 15:11). Jesus 
wanted his followers to be full of joy Uohn 17:13), 
and not to imitate the "sad countenance" of hypo
crites (Matt. 6:16). His command is "rejoice and be 
exceeding glad" (Matt. 5: 12). 

The faithful must be sunny and happy (Phil. 3: 1; 
4:4). The saved "rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory" (1 Pet. 1:8). 

"Let not then your good be evil spoken of: for 
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" 
(~om. 14:16-17). 

It is as much a Christian duty to be optimistic 
and happy as it is to "contend earnestly for the 
faith." To be crabby is as wrong as it is to fornicate. 
To be sullen, sulky, and cantankerous is to deny the 
Christian faith. 

The habit of the saved is to sing with heart bells 
all ringing, "There is sunshine in my soul today, 
more glorious and bright than glows in any earthly 
sky, for Jesus is its light." The smiling face of Jesus 
puts sunshine in our soul. 

BY 
MAA Y 1\lJCE WUlDJ,I 
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Who Is a Christian? 
(continued from page 1) 

Moses, the Corinthians had been baptized into 
Christ. The Corinthians had been overwhelmed in 
the waters of baptism upon faith in the name of 
Jesus. They had been delivered from sin and death in 
that experience. In their baptism, they had been con
stituted as the people of Christ. Further, as Israel had 
been preserved in the wilderness by spiritual food 
and drink, die Corinthian Christians were being sus
tained by participation in the spiritual food and 
drink of the Lord's Supper. 

However, despite their mighty deliverance in 
baptism, and their sustenance in the Lord's Supper, 
Paul warned the Corinthians that if they fell into 
idolatry and sin, they would, as did old Israel, fail to 
enter at last into the promised eternal life. That is the 
lesson Paul was trying to teach them. 

Crossing the Red Sea in their escape from Egypt, 
and partaking of the food and drink in the wilder
ness were hardly powerless symbols of salvation for 
old Is~ael. They were the required initial and sup
porting instruments of deliverance, powerfully pro
vided by God the Savior. God's" people did not just 
mistakenly "imagine" they had been delivered and 
preserved by crossing the sea and eating the manna 
and drinking the water. They knew it. 

Many are being taught today that baptism and 
the Lord's Supper are optional extras, empty sym
bols. Many emphatically declare them to be non
conditions of salvation. Those interpreters hold that 
1 Corinthians 10:1ff teaches that baptism and the 
Lord's Supper are insignificant. But if these ordi
nances were irrelevant to salvation, it would hardly 
have been meaningful for Paul to warn the Corin
thians that they could still be lost in spite of their 
obedience to them. 

The point of the passage· in 1 Corinthians 10 is 
not that baptism and the Lord's Supper are impo
tent. The adversative which begins verse 5 is a strong 
one: "nevertheless" (NASB), "but even then" (TEV), 
"yet after all this" (NLT); "in spite of this" (NJB); 

Looking for the Bible on CD or audio tape, 
or commentaries and other reference works? 

Call Firm Foundation toll-free • (888) 367-6216 

"and for all that" (Knox). The crux of Paul's message 
is that in spite of the great power and effect of the 
two ordinances in initial salvation and in sustaining 
salvation, and despite all that is promised to those 
who obey them (1 Cor. 6:11; 10:16; Acts 2:38; 
22:16; Rom. 6:3-4), they remain insufficient for fi
nal salvation. That is a lesson needed by every Chris
tian who believes what the gospel actually teaches 
about baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

Who is a Christian? Paul focuses on the two most 
powerful identifying conditions. An individual is a 
Christian who is (1) baptized into Christ, and (2) 
who sustains his relationship to Christ in the Lord's 
Supper. These matters constitute the essence of ini
tial qualification in becoming a Christian and sus
taining one's identification as a Christian. Despite 
their power, are these enough? No. One must remain 
righteous and faithful to Christ. One must flee from 
evils such as idolatry and immorality. Otherwise, in 
spite of being "Christian," in spite of baptism and 
the Lord's Supper, one still may lose one's salvation. 

Who is a Christian? A Christian is one who is 
baptized upon penitent faith in Jesus and who is sus
tained in the Lord's Supper on the Lord's day. Such a 
Christian will be saved, however, only if he remains 
faithful to Christ. P.O. Box 7 

Whitewright, TX 75491 
fconley@airmail.net 
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A Meal of Racial Reconciliation? 
By Lewis Hale 

In November 1999, when ACU President Royce 
Money formally apologized for the university's 
racial discrimination of years past, it was appro

priate, past due and much needed. 
I was present at the ACU Bible Lectureship in 

1960 when Carl Spain gave his famous theme 
speech, which publicly criticized his university's ad
mission policy of not admitting native black Ameri
cans. It was deathly quiet. Spain spoke with a passion 
greater than you can imagine. It had its effect and 
policies changed. 

Those two events are quite different from what 
took place on the opening night of the 2002 ACU 
Bible Lectureship. In ACU Today WINTER 2002, 
centerfold, it says that Money called for practices of 
repentance for tohe "sins of racism and discrimina
tion" against African-American students. And "In 
keeping with that call, during the opening night of 
Lectureship we will share together the Lord's Supper 
as a meal of reconciliation." 

What right does Royce Money, or any one else, 
have to pervert the Lord's purpose for the Lord's 
Supper? Christ plainly stated his purpose: "Do this 
in remembrance of me." Paul said that in this obser
vance, we have communion, fellowship, with the 
body and blood of Jesus. 

I have recently been made aware of three other 
instances of a perversion of the purpose of the Lord's 
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Supper, which took place in churches of Christ. Two 
such occurrences were weddings where they ob
served the Lord's Supper. The other was a funeral 
service that included an observance of the Lord's 
Supper. Just how far will our brethren go in depart
ing from the simple New Testament order? Why not 
have a special service and observe the Lord's Supper 
as a sanctification of a new place of worship? Or, 
perhaps an observance to add to the solemnity of or
daining elders and deacons? Ad infinitum. Ad nau
sea. 

I am for reconciliation but the Lord's Supper is 
not related to reconciliation of the white and black 
races, desirable as that is. We are reconciled to God 
in Christ but that is prior to our partaking of the 
Lord's Supper. 

Allow me to illustrate the folly of trying to tie 
human reconciliation to the Lord's Supper. Here are 
two men who are alienated. They are both Muslims. 
They come to terms and are reconciled. In this case, 
reconciliation is in no way related to Christ. They 
are foreign to Christ and he is foreign to them. Their 
reconciliation is on a human level. A rank humanist 
can experience this kind of reconciliation. Blacks and 
whites can be reconciled to each other without ever 
having a relationship to Christ. 

When we share meals together, it does suggest 
commonality. The Lord's Supper is a confession of 
our oneness in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 10: 17). 
Where there is hatred and division it is not possible 
to eat the sacred Supper (1 Cor. 11:18-20), but the 
Communion is not the means of reconciliation, 
which comes through confession, repentance, and 
prayer Games 5:16, 1 John 1:9-10). We have fellow
ship with each other in many ways, but in the Lord's 
Supper the communion is with the body and blood 
of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). We dare not shift this em
phasis. 

We must not desecrate the Lord's Supper to serve 
our own purposes - or for political correctness. 

740 SW 39th St. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73109 

lghale@swcoc.org 
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11Passion Sunday" 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

The Sunday (April 2, A.D. 30) before Jesus' 
crucifixion is called "Passion Sunday" or 
"Palm Sunday." From the 4th century are the 

"blessing and procession of palms (leaves of the date 
palms or twigs from locally available trees)" accom
panied by singing (Brittanica). 

The prophet Zechariah, about 520 B.C., saw 
Jesus, not as a "carpenter" (Mark 6:3), but as a "king": 

Rejoice with all your heart, people of Zion! 
Shout in triumph, people of Jerusalem! Look! 
Your King is coming to you: He is righteous and 
victorious. He is humble and rides on a donkey, 
on a colt, a young pack animal (Zech. 9:9). 

Jesus knew what Zechariah had predicted, and 
he knew where two donkeys, a mother and her son, 
were in Bethphage tied in front of a certain house 
"by the door outside on the street" (Matt. 21:1-4; 
Mark 11:4). Jesus asked two of his disciples to bring 
the donkeys to him. "So the disciples went and did as 
Jesus commanded them" (Matt. 21:6). Then they 
threw their garments on the colt, and set Jesus on 
him (Luke 19:35). 

As Jesus rode along, a large crowd spread their 
garments on the road, and some cut branches from 
the trees and put them on the road (Matt. 21:8). The 
people going before and following fulfilled another 
Old Testament prediction as they shouted, "Hosanna 
["Save now"] to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the high
est heavens" (Psa. 118:25-26; Matt. 21:9). 

Then some of the Pharisees from the crowd said 
to him, 'Teacher, rebuke your disciples.' He re
plied, 'I assure you that if these become quiet, 
the stones will cry out' (Luke 19:39-40). 

What a spectacle! A king on a donkeys However, 
this shocking scene let people know that Jesus' king
dom was not to be military, and was not to be "of 
this world," and was not to be a kingdom in which 
his servants would "fight" Oohn 18:36). 

The word kingdom in the New Testament has a 
three-fold meaning: (1) heaven itself, the location of 
God's "throne" (lsa. 66:1), is a kingdom (Acts 14:22; 
2 Tim. 4:18; 2 Pet. 1:11); (2) the church and the 
kingdom are not identical, but it is impossible to be a 
member of the church without being a citizen of the 

kingdom (Luke 8:11; Acts 2:41; John 3:5; 1 Cor. 
12:13; Col. 1:13, 18); (3) the kingdom is the reign of 
Jesus in a person's heart (Gal. 2:20; Col. 1 :27), Jesus' 
kingdom is wholly spiritual, inward, and invisible. 
His kingdom in human hearts never causes people to 
say, "Look! Here it is!" or, "There," "For behold," 
said the king, "God's kingdom is inside (entos) of 
you" (Luke 17:20-21). Yes, the king himself lives in
side of Christians, as Paul wrote: "Christ lives in me" 
(Gal. 2:20), and as he told the Colossians that "Christ 
in you" is "the hope of glory" (1:27). 

Since the king and his kingdom are both inside 
every Christian, it is no surprise that every saint owns 
the kingdom: of "the poor in spirit," and of those 
"persecuted for righteousness' sake," Jesus said 
"theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:3, 10). 
Joseph Bayly has shown that no Christian exhibits 
pride because the kingdom is "inside" of him (Luke 
17:21), and belongs to him (Matt. 5:3, 10), and be
cause the king himself is a resident in him (Gal. 2:20; 
Col. 1:27): 
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King Jesus, why did you choose a lowly ass to 
carry you to ride in your parade? Had you no 
friend who owned a horse- a royal mount with 
spirit fit for a king to ride? Why choose an ass
small unassuming beast of burden trained to 
plow not carry kings. 

King Jesus, why did you choose me a lowly 
unimportant person to bear you in my world to
day? I'm poor and unimportant trained to work 
not carry kings - let alone the King of kings 
and yet you've chosen me to carry you in tri
umph in this world's parade. 

King Jesus, keep me small so all may see how 
great you are; keep me humble so all may say 
'Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the 
Lord,' not what a great ass he rides (Psalms of My 
Life). 

As Jesus rode on, going down the side of Mt. of 
Olives (2,641 feet above sea level), he could see the 
city of Jerusalem, 500 feet below him, spread qut be
yond the Tyropean Valley. He began to cry. He knew 
what was in store 40 years away when the Roman 
soldiers would destroy the city where God had re
corded his name: 

Great is Yahweh, and greatly to be praised, in 
the city of our God, in his holy mountain. Beau
tiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is 
mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city 
of the great King (Psa. 48:1-2). 

Half way down the Mount of Olives, from a 
donkey's back Jesus was weeping, and his heart was 
grieving as he spoke about the people in Jerusalem: 

8 

If only you too had known, on this day, the 
things which make for peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes. The days will come when 
your enemies will set up barricades against you, 
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and they will encircle you, and hem you in on all 
sides, and they will completely destroy you, and 
your children with you, because you did not 
know the time of your visitation (Luke 19:41-
44). 

At the spot where Jesus, a man of 34 years, was 
crying, a church building has been built. It has been 
named the "Chapel of Dominus Flevit," meaning 
"the Lord wept." · 

Above all earthly attainments to which some de
vote their lives, Jesus thought that "the things that 
make for peace" (Luke 19:41) are most important. 
First, peace with God after baptism, when, as regards 
past sins, a sinner is "perfected forever" (He b. 8: 12; 
10:14; Acts 22:16). Second, the joy of inward peace, 
"not as the world gives" Oohn 14:27), belongs to ev
ery Christian: 

Have no anxiety about anything, but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv
ing, let your requests be known to God, and the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understand
ing, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus . ... The things you have learned, 
and have received, and have heard and have seen 
in me [said Paul], these things practice, and the 
God of peace will be with you (Phil. 4:6-7, 9). 
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God Bless America? 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

Since the World Trade Center tragedy, the ex
pression "God Bless America" has been 
heralded from the Hollywood Hills of Califor

nia to the Appalachian Mountains of the East Coast. 
Signs have been erected, and colorful posters now 
proudly seek the blessings of the Almighty. But have 
you ever stopped to consider what it would really 
take to have "God Bless America"? God's blessings 
do not just come upon a people simply because the 
request is made. They also are not bestowed on a 
people just because those people possess wealth and 
power. The Lord, speaking to Solomon, stated: "If 
my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land" (2 Chron. 7:14). Clearly, the Lord wanted his 
children to come before his throne as supplicant ser
vants - a fact about which the scriptures repeatedly 
assure us. 

But what about a land where the people are 
proud rather than humble? What about a land where 
people desire entertainment rather than praying and 
seeking Almighty God? What about a land where the 
people refuse to give up their wicked ways? Will they 
indeed receive the blessings of God? The prophet 
Isaiah delivered this scathing indictment to a wicked 
people that possessed an unwholesome spirit: 

Hear the word of the Lord, You rulers of So
dom; Give ear to the law of our God, You 
people of Gomorrah: 'To what purpose is the 
multitude of your sacrifices to Me?' says the 
Lord. 'I have had enough of burnt offerings of 
rams and the fat of fed cattle. I do not delight in 
the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats. When 
you come to appear before Me, Who has re
quired this from your hand, to trample my 
courts? Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense 
is an abomination to me. The New Moons, the 
Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies - I can
not endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. Your 
New Moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
hates; they are a trouble to Me, I am weary of 
bearing them. When you spread out your hands, 
I will hide my eyes from you; Even though you 
make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands 
are full of blood (lsa. 1:10-15, NKJV). 

Were the people erring by offering animal sacri
fices? No." The Law of Moses sanctioned sacrifices 
years earlier. The problem was that the people were 
"simply going through the motions" and had wicked 
hearts. They were not truly seeking to please Al
mighty God. The book of Judges records several in
stances where "the people did evil in the sight of the 
Lord." Following this declaration, the children of Is
rael were delivered into the hands of their enemies. 
It was during this time of trial and impoverishment 
that the people always cried out to the Lord. After 
the children of Israel were delivered into the hand of 
the Midianites, we learn: 

That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children 
of Israel, which said unto them, 'Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, I brought you up from 
Egypt, and brought you forth out of the house 
of bondage; And I delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that 
oppressed you, and drove them out from before 
you, and gave you their land; And I said unto 
you, 'I am the Lord your God; fear not the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but ye 
have not obeyed my voice' Uudges 6:8-10, 
KJV). 

America is now clamoring "God Bless America" 
and seeking the assistance of God. However, we 
thoughtlessly continue to ban prayer from schools 
and public events. Drug and alcohol use rages on as 
it debilitates both young and old. Abortion clinics 
still stand with their doors wide open as their incin
erators belch the ashes of our posterity. Classrooms 
still teach the atheistic message that humans evolved 
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from ape-like creatures and that the Earth is a prod
uct of the Big Bang. Businesses continue to place 
money and performance at the top of their priority 
lists. Marriages continue to dissolve and end in di
vorce by the millions. Money continues to be 
shunted away from furthering Christ's kingdom -
as bigger houses and new cars take priority. Young 
people continue to disrespect their elders, and au
thority in general, as they do what they please. Wor
ship services continued to be tailor-made in an effort 
to please the people - regardless of the directives 
that have been set forth in the Bible. And yet we 
stand tall and cry out "God Bless America." 

If we honestly want God's blessing, then, as a 
people we need to submit humbly to his Word and 
desire to seek him first. Our actions should reflect the 
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fact that God is first in our lives. We should strive to 
maintain the integrity of all of God's Word - neither 
adding to it, nor taking anything away from 'it (see 
Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; Gal. 1 :6-9; and Rev. 22:18-19). 
As a people, we should look forward to the opportu
nity to worship and praise our Almighty Creator. And 
finally, we should earnestly seek to proclaim the gos
pel to all those who have not yet heard the good news. 
Maybe then God truly will bless America. 
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Islam: Is Allah the True God? 
By Albert Gardner 

I slam has received much media coverage recently 
because of what happened Sept. 11, 2001. 
Newscasts have tried to explain what Muslims 

believe and the Qu'ran (Koran) has been persistently 
presented in a favorable light. 

Bible believers have been given an opportunity 
and responsibility to teach the truth on these mat
ters, for Islam is not another way of salvation. They 
do not teach the truth about God, Christ or salva
tion. 

There are two books by our brethren who have 
had much contact with Muslim teaching, which 
should be read by every person who wants to be in
formed on what Muslims believe and teach. The 
Cross or the Crescent, by Dr. Jack Evans, and Christ 
or the Qur'an? By Dr. Everett L. Huffard. 

The Arabic word for God is Allah. It is the Ara
bic form of the Hebrew word Elohim which is 
most often used in the Old Testament for God. 
The main difference in the two words is that the 
Hebrew word is in the plural which the Arabic 
word is always in the singular in referring to 
God and never takes the plural form (Huffard, 
p. 61). 

One of the Five Pillars of Islam, the Shahada, is 
the simple statement, There is no god but the God 
and Mohammed is His apostle. "The confession of 
this faith is all that it takes to become a Muslim" 
(Huffard p. 39). The basis of this statement was 
Mohammed's opposition to idolatry. 

We· certainly would agree that there is one God 
(Deut. 6:4; Eph. 4:6), and idolatry is forbidden, but 
the Muslim use of the name Allah is not equal to 
God as it is used in the Bible. 

·The Bible reveals one God with three Persons in 
the Godhead, but we must avoid the trap of saying 
there are three Gods. There is one God but three Per
sons. The word trinity does not appear in the Bible, 
but the idea occurs many times. "For in Him dwells 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9 
NKJV; see also Acts 17:29; Rom. 1:20). 

In the first chapter of the Bible we can notice the 
trinity, though not as clearly as in the New Testa
ment. The Hebrew word translated God in Genesis 
1: 1 is plural. Verse 2 mentions the Spirit. In verse 26 

God says let "us" make man. That certainly means 
more than one. 

When Jesus was baptized, the three members of 
the Godhead were present. Jesus was in the water, 
the Father said, "This is My beloved Son", and the 
Spirit descended as a dove (Matt. 3: 13-17). 

The Godhead is clearly stated in John 15:26. 
"But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to 
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds 
from the Father, He will testify of Me." Those who 
are baptized under the Great Commission are to be 
baptized "in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19). 

Muslims do not have the right view of God be
cause they do not believe Jesus is God. He is not God 
the Father, and he is not God the Holy Spirit, but he is 
God the Son. Hebrews 1:8 is a quotation of Psalm 
45:6, and is applied directly to Christ. "But to the Son 
he says, Your throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever: a 
scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your king
dom." In this verse the Heavenly Father calls Jesus 
God. 

Paul says Jesus is declared to be the Son of God 
by the resurrection from the dead (Rom. 1:4). Do 
Muslims believe Jesus was raised from the dead? 
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They do not. In fact, t~ey don't even believe he 
died on the cross. Their Koran is plain enough on 
this subject. 

And their saying, 'We did kill the Messiah, Jesus, 
son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah;' whereas 
they slew him not, nor crucified him, but he was 
made to appear to that like one crucified; and 
those who differ therein are certainly in a state 
of doubt about it; they have no definite knowl
edge thereof, but only follow a conjecture; and 
they did not convert this conjecture into a cer
tainty (Qu'ran, Sura 4: 158). 

Peter's Pentecost sermon was designed to prove 
to his listeners that Jesus is both Lord and Christ 
(Acts 2:36). One major point in his sermon was the 
resurrection. To prove his point he quoted Psalm 
16:10, in which David said that the body of someone 
would not see corruption. The normal thing is that 

when people die, their body goes back to the earth 
and does decay. Peter shows David could not be talk
ing about himself for he died, was buried, and is still 
in the grave. Peter explains that Christ fulfilled this 
prophecy. "He, seeing this before spoke concerning 
the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not 
left in Hades, nor did his flesh did see corruption" 
(Acts 2:31). 

Though we differ with Muslims on many points, 
we are thankful they believe in one God. However, it 
is clear they do not have the right view of him as a 
loving merciful God who gave his Son to die on the 
cross to save sinners. 

All need to learn the lesson in John 14: 1. "Let 
not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, be
lieve also in Me." 
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The Natural and Spiritual Man 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Now the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him; and he cannot 

know them, because they are spiritually judged. 
But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, and he 
himself is judged of no man (1 Cor. 2:14-15). 

Practically all Protestant and Anglican denomina
tions are perverted in their concepts of almost every
thing having to do with salvation because of their 
Calvinistic theological bias. Their basic idea is that 
the natural man is an unsaved man, born that way 
because of the perverted nature he inherited from 
Adam. As an unsaved man he cannot understand 
what God wants. 

This is the reason for the following statement: 
We believe that the scriptures teach that in order 
to be saved, man must be regenerated or born 
again; that regeneration consists in giving a holy 
disposition to the mind; that it is affected in a way 
beyond our comprehension by the Holy Spirit in 
connection with divine truth so as to secure our 
voluntary obedience to the gospel; and that its 
proper evidence appears in the holy fruits of re
pentance, faith and newness of life (Standard 
Manual for Baptist Churches, p. 73, article 7). 

Of course this does not solve the problem, for 
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this so-called "regeneration" does not save the man, 
but only gives his mind a holy disposition. Note that 
he must have this before he can repent, have faith or 
newness of life. So the basic idea of all who accept 
the Calvinistic viewpoint is that all men are born de
praved, unable to understand God's will, and there
fore unable to obey it, without a direct and miracu
lous operation of the Holy Spirit. 

The English word natural occurs at least ten times 
the New Testament. It is here (1 Cor. 2:14) from the 
Greek word psuchikos, which basically means "sensu
ous," or "that which is related to the animal senses." 

So, a person by his animal instincts and feelings 
cannot receive, learn, understand, or know the things 
of the Spirit of God. Why? It is not because he is a 
wicked man or an unsaved man. It is simply because 
no man, saved or unsaved, can find out by his natural 
senses the things of the Spirit revealed by our Father. 

Any scientific method or instruments cannot dis
cover even such a question as, "What is the origin of 
man?" Foolish man is searching to discover by scien
tific experiments, interplanetary travel, speculation, 
and philosophy, or just by observation, the origin of 
the universe. Natural man cannot find it out by any 



natural means, but the Spirit of God revealed it in 
Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heav
ens and the earth. " 

Notice something very significant. We get all our 
information about some things by our natural, ani
mal senses. T here is nothing wrong or sinful about 
that. God made us that way. The scientist can, with 
the electronic microscope, discover many things 
about the atoms. But where they came from is not 
one of them. An astronomer can look into the heav
ens and see some of the wonders and glory of God 
by his natural means, but how they got there he must 
learn only by spiritual means. 

The Bible picture of mankind is of an inner man 
and an outward man. It is not that the sinner is all 
outward or fl eshly, and the saint is all inner or spiri
tual. In general, his outward or fleshly appetites di
rect the sinner, whereas the saint is directed or led 
primarily by the Spirit of God. 

However, this does not mean that the sinner can
not follow the directions of the Spirit, nor that the 
saint cannot be carnal, following jealously and strife 
(1 Cor. 3:3). 

When Paul said in Romans 8 :9, "But ye are not 
in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you," he obviously did not mean 
that those Roman Christians were not in the fleshly 
body. As long as we live on the earth, we will have 
bodies of flesh. When we die, what is buried will be 
the natural body (flesh), whether we are saint or sin
ner. 1 Corinthians 15:44 says, "It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural 
body, there is also a spiri tual [body]." 

Romans 8:5 helps us understand w hat is in
volved. "For they that are after the flesh mind the 
things of the fl esh, but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit." 

Note the expression, "after the flesh." That is, 
those who follow after the things of the flesh. They 
are led by their own feelings, instincts, desires, and 
lustful passions. This does not mean that every 
fleshly fee ling, instinct, or desire is sinful. It does 
mean that if they control your life, you can never 
be saved. And even after you become a Christian, if 
you let your life be controlled by them, you will be 
lost. 

When Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:21, "For see
ing that in the wisdom of God the world through its 
wisdom knew not God, it was God's good pleasure 
through the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe," he is not suggesting that the wisdom of 

the world is bad or sinful. It is simply that one can
not by all its wisdom know God and his will . To sub
stitute human philosophy and wisdom for God's rev
elation is sinful, but to use human philosophy and 
wisdom as God meant for them to be used is not. 
And they are available both for saint and sinner. 

"The natural (sensual) man" is not just the un
saved man, but any man whose actions are con
trolled by natural (fleshly) senses. 

A person who is spiritual is a person whose un
derstanding and actions are produced and directed 
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by the Spirit of God, acting by and through the 
all-sufficient word (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). The word spiri
tual basically means, "produced by the Spirit of 
God." A Christian is spiritual, and all who obey by 
the inspired word, which is to be led by the spirit, are 
saved (1 Pet. 1:22-23 ). Any action that is produced 
by the Spirit of God is a spiritual action. 

For example, the sinners on Pentecost who were 
pricked in their hearts by the word were being led by 
the Spirit as they heard Peter say, "Repent ye, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Their action 
was therefore a "spiritual" action. 

Paul says in Romans 8:14, "For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God." Yes, 
and whenever you can find a person who is continu
ously being led by the Spirit of God, that person is a 
child of God. 

But every action of a sinner in turning away from 
his sins and becoming a child of God is a "spiritual" 
action, for it was originated and given by the Spirit. 

It did not take a saved man to understand and 
obey the answer to the questions asked by the 

Philippian jailer (Acts 16:30), the Ethiopian eunuch 
(Acts 8:36), or Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:6). 

All "spiritual" people who want to be. directed by 
the Lord to know what to do to be saved can under
stand Bible answers. But those who are directed by 
and follow the natural (sensual) can never under
stand that, and will not obey it. "The natural man" 
(1 Cor. 2:13) is one who is being directed by his own 
natural (carnal) impulses, sensual feelings, limited 
knowledge and unholy desires and "a spiritual man" 
is one who is being directed by God's Spirit, and has 
by his own volition determined to follow the leading 
of the spirit through the revealed word. 

To the man who is only interested in doing what 
his animal senses lead him to do, the things of the 
Spirit of God are foolishness. But the man who is in
terested in doing what the Spirit wants can under
stand and obey them. Jesus said in John 7:17, "If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself." 

If this were not so, it would have been silly for 
anyone to ever preach the gospel to anyone. 
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A Tribute to Pat Morris - RIP 

P at Morris is now resting in peace, having been 
carried by angels from this life to the com
fort of Abraham's bosom. There are many 

good things to be said about the life of Pat Morris. 
Like the woman with the alabaster box anointing the 
feet of Jesus, "She hath done what she could," ... 
which was considerable. 

She exhibited her culinary skills by extending the 
kindness of hospitality as an encouragement to, and 
endorsement of, her fellow laborers in the vineyard 
of the Lord. The sick and grieving often knew the 
love and support Pat Morris expressed through a 
well-prepared and savory dish. 

It was her delight to travel with her beloved hus
band, Craton, over the vast scope of our great land 
- from sea to shining sea. Fruitful fields, awesome 
displays of nature, and twinkling stars confirmed her 
unwavering faith in the Almighty. 

She was, of course, like the rest of us, not per
fect, but "she hath done what she could" to warm 
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the souls of both young and old. Missionaries strug
gling in remote places often experienced the "Morris 
Touch" and were emboldened to persevere in every 
righteous undertaking. Her unbounded love of God, 
truth, and the kingdom caused her to volunteer 
open-handed generosity in support of many frontline 
promoters of the church, .. . which is the body of 
Jesus, ... and for which she gladly gave her life. The 
boundless mercies of God caused her to "present" 
her body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God," 
which was her "spiritual service." 

She sounded no trumpet to call attention to her 
benevolence, but in doing alms did not let her right 
hand know what the left hand was doing. The Lord~ 
who sees in secret, will recompense her. 

And, now, she has gone to exchange her cross for 
a starry crown, ... and an eventual welcome into that 
glorious city, where the "gates shall in no wise be 
shut by day (for there shall be no night there)." 



Filthy Rags 
By T. Pierce Brown 

In Isaiah 64:6 in the NIV we read, ''All of us have 
become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous acts are like filthy rags." 

There are numerous passages in the Bible indicat
ing God loves and appreciates righteousness. For ex
ample, "The LORD is righteous, he loves justice; up
right men will see his face" (Psa. 11:7, NIV). The KJV 
has it, "For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; 
his countenance doth behold the upright." 

We do not need to dwell on the fact that the 
Lord wants us to be righteous and approves of all 
righteous acts. 

When we consider that, how can anyone assume 
that the statement of Isaiah 64:6 could possibly ap
ply to our righteousness? There are those who claim 
it could not, but Isaiah was speaking of the hypocriti
cal righteousness of the Israelites or of any other per
son who pretended to be righteous, but was not. 

The statement of Jesus in Matthew 23:27-28 il-
lustrates this point. 

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but 
on the inside are full of dead men's bones and 
everything unclean. In the same way, on the out
side you appear to people as righteous but on 
the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wicked
ness. 

There seems to be little question that their righ
teousness would be as filthy rags. But what about the 
righteousness of a person who was not hypocritical? 

Cornelius was a righteous man (Acts 10:1ff). 
Paul was a righteous person, but said in Philippians 
3:9, "And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith." 

Paul recognized that his own righteousness, 
though real and not hypocritical was useless if he 
was depending on it for salvation. He taught in many 
places the same truth that is found in Titus 3:5, "Not 
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by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost." 

It seems clear that although God approves a per
son doing what is right, doing what is right never re
moves any sin, and therefore is as useless as a filthy 
rag if we are depending on righteous acts to save us. 

Instead of arguing about whether Isaiah was talk
ing about presumed or hypocritical righteousness or 
actual acts of righteousness, as long as we recognize 
two great truths, we will not go far astray in our ex
egests. 

First, God always approves of a person doing 
right, whether he is a saint or a sinner. 

Second, God does not offer salvation from sin on 
the basis of how good we are, but on the basis of our 
accepting the gracious offer of salvation in an obedi
ent faith. 1068 Mitchell Ave. 

Cookeville, TN 38501 
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(Three ACU professors, Doug Foster, Jeff Childers, and Jack Reese, with the enthusiastic endorsement of 
the school's president, Royce Money, have written a book called, The Crux of the Matter. This is the fourth 
article reviewing and examining the propositions of that book.) 

The Crux of the MaHer, Page Four 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The texture and claims of the book under re 
view reminds me of a book (Voices of Con
cern) published in the 60s, and of the now de

funct Mission magazine. 
The inestimable Grover Cleveland Brewer in re

viewing the writings of two apostates put his finger 
on what was ailing these men (William Reedy and 
Carl Etter) who, Brewer said, "went back and 
walked no more with him Uesus]." 

Apropos to this review of The Crux of the Matter 
are Brewer's words that explain his purpose in re
viewing Reedy and Etter. Brother Brewer explained 
that the men he was considering saw the restored 
church as "narrow, bitter, and bickering." In re
sponse, Brewer wrote: 

But the fallacy in this reasoning lies in the fact 
that it does not take into account the obvious 
truth that factions will die and that faults, sins 
and apostasies among the people of God will 
continue to appear, will now increase and then 
diminish, but the people of God will continue to 
live and to 'Keep the faith.' Truth does not 
change and cannot perish. The church cannot be 
overthrown. The powers of evil may assault her, 
sins may hinder her and weaklings may desert 
her but she will not fall or fail. The church is not 
a mechanical thing - it is a spiritual entity. It is 
not a political or ecclesiastical organization - it 
is the incarnation of principles, the manifesta
tion of an ideal (As Touching Those Who Were 
Once Enlightened, p. 7). 

It is obvious that the church in the first century, 
under the guidance of the apostles of Jesus, had 
problems. There were some unworthy disciples that 
caused unrest and division. It is equally obvious that 
the troublemakers in the beginning of the gospel 
were corrected. They were no part of the approved 
pattern for the saved. Because some were unfaithful 
was not a reason for those who were faithful to reject 
the truth that makes sinners free. 

This important point should be reiterated, to wit, 
because some who profess to be disciples of Jesus are 
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misguided and cause distress in the earthly family of 
God is not justification for turning against the one 
faith, one baptism, one body, and one hope. Because 
some are quarrelsome and ill tempered in "contend
ing for the faith" is not a just cause for giving up that 
faith. 

Bad behavior on the part of the misguided is not 
an excuse to join the "politically correct" and refuse to 
say that anything is wrong. Admittedly, just blindly 
going along with every idea is a broad and easy way 
but it leads, finally, to a sad conclusion (Matt. 7:13 ). 
The wise will not follow a convenient path, that does 
not involve much effort or trouble, but that brings 
them into the very jaws of hell. It may be painful ·and 
confining to object to false teaching and contend for 
the narrow way, but the ultimate issue of such conduct 
is "peace and joy in the Holy Spirit". 

We must maintain a balance between grouchy 
isolation and breezy indiscretion. 

The gist of The Crux of the Matter is that there 
are no absolutes and that everything is relative. To 
accomplish this, the Bible must be neutralized, be
cause it is firm and inflexible. To render divine rev
elation neither acid nor alkaline and therefore inef
fective and nonaligned and consequently to remove 
its ability to act as a threat or obstacle, two things 
must be done. 

First, the absolute and inerrant nature of revela
tion must be denied, and, second, the teaching of the 
Bible must be modified. 

To be effective and not paint oneself into a cor
ner, it is necessary to pay lip service to both the Bible 
and the church. This is a self-serving attitude that 
says inspiration may be full and complete, but the 
product is not inerrant. It also implies that the 
church is cherished- but is rotten. It sings, "We 
love the Bible, but please do not make it binding; we 
love the church, it's the people we can't stand." 

If the Bible is the very word of very God, then it 
has no mistakes and must be accepted as an absolute, 



objective standard. If the Bible is the word of God 
filtered through fallible human minds, then it is less 
severe and can be adjusted and fine-tuned to human 
liking. People who think Bible principles must be tai
lored to fit current events profess a respect for the 
Bible but have an indisposition to cut it straight. 

When Paul corrected the false teachers who had 
bewitched the disciples in Galatia into removing 
from the original gospel to a perverted gospel, he de
clared, "For I make known to you, brethren, as 
touching the gospel which was preached by me, that 
it is not after man. For neither did I receive it from 
man, nor· was I taught it, but it came to me through 
revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1: 11-12). 

The on-perverted gospel is not from man, but 
from Jesus, who is God. It is therefore totally true 
and an exact standard. Don't mess with it. 

It is because he calls all to conform to the objec
tive standard of his revealed, confirmed, and written 
word, that God is "not a respecter of persons." He 
treats everybody just the same. 

The second technique for watering down the 
gospel is to say that it has passed through many cen
turies and cultures and our understanding of it is pol
luted. The teaching has come down to us through 
Constantine, Augustine, Aquinas, Tyndale, Wycliffe, 
Luther, Swingli, Knox, Calvin, Haldane, and Camp
bell and is therefore inescapably adulterated. All 
these great men taught some truth and some error, 
and we cannot tell which is which. 

The writers of The Crux of the Matter do not put 
their thesis in this clear language, but that is the con
clusion. They say our thinking is bungled by unin
spired teachers and therefore hopelessly confused. 

If that is not what the three professors at Abilene 
mean, then let them tell us why they devote so many 
pages in their book to history and culture. If history 
and culture do not necessarily color our religious 
thinking, then why bring it up? Why not just get 
right to the bedrock and talk about what the Bible 
says - and not what uninspired men say about what 
the Bible says. 

Lest you think I misunderstand our Abilene 
brothers, then read it for yourself: 

Our family tree is filled with heroes of faith 
from centuries past. We received a rich inherit
ance from our Reformation, Enlightenment, and 
American ancestors. We owe much of our ge
netic makeup to our Puritan great grandparents, 
especially the Presbyterians. But we also share 
significant DNA with our Anabaptist, Armenian, 
separatist, and independent cousins. We inher-

ited a longing for the unity of the church from 
our Lutheran and Reformed relatives, and a 
strong strand of optimism and rationalism from 
our Enlightenment uncles. And all these features 
were nurtured in the womb of America. 

This is our ancestry. This is partly why we are 
the people we are- why we 'have blue eyes in
stead of brown.' It is not the whole story. God 
continues to work among his people today to 
shape them in profound ways if we will let him. 
But acknowledging our genealogy no more less
ens our authenticity as Christians than recogniz
ing inherited traits from physical relatives makes 
us less than complete people. In fact, we have 
much to be proud of and much to learn from 
these fascinating ancestors. 

Our early 'parents' in the Stone-Campbell 
Movement struggled to understand God's will in 
their own time and place. In that struggle they 
formed a new branch of the family tree. They 
carried the traits of their ancestors with them, 
the bloodlines were clear. That is the point of 
this chapter. Yet this new family faced circum
stances that caused them to develop their own 
unique characteristics (The Crux of the Matter, 
p. 102). 
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We can learn from others, but the acid test of 
saving truth is what the Bible says. If the most re
spected, intelligent, educated man who has ever lived 
says something that is contrary to the teaching of the 
Bible, he is wrong - and the Bible is right. If the 
rude ploughboy says something that is taught in the 
Bible, then he is right because the Bible is right. The 
question, Sirs, is, What does the Bible teach? What
ever that is, is right and is what we need to believe 
and practice to be pleasing to God. 

My question is (my Abilene brothers may consider 
this to be foolish and ignorant and therefore unwor
thy of their notice) - still my question is: Why not 
just go to the inspired source? What does all this danc
ing around the ballroom floor have to do with the 
powerful gospel of salvation? Is it possible for the or
dinary person - the average man - having little 
knowledge of history, to study the Bible and from that 
source alone learn how to be saved? If not, then the 
Catholics are right and we owe the Pope an apology. 

I have no wish to be coarse or uncivil, but it is my 
conviction that most folks will realize that The Crux 
of the Matter is a denial of and an attack upon the 
restoration ideal. 

Jesus built a church - one church, which is his 
body. All the saved of all ages are members of that 
church. It existed in pristine beauty in the first cen
tury. There were some deluded souls that embar
rassed the church, but the church was "glorious, not 
having spot or wrinkle." 

Any person or any group of people in any age or 
clime can go to the Bible and (1) learn exactly what 
God expects of them, (2) begin to practice pure and 
undefiled ·religion, and (3) restore to their day and 
time the church of the New Testament. 

What our ACU pundits need to understand is 
that principles - truth and morals - never change. 
Two plus two, in the ten-unit system of math, will al
ways be four - no matter what the custom and cul
ture may be. It was four in Adam's day and it will be 
four when Jesus comes again. 

"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" 
was true when Jesus spoke those words 2,000 years 
ago, and will still be true when the sky passes away 
with a great noise, and the earth is dissolved in fer
vent heat. 

Style changes, but truth is eternal. 
We can restore the ancient order - the New Tes

tament church - without back peddling through all 
the debris of ages past. 

Yes, we can leapfrog all the way back to the first 
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century and restore the earthly phase of the kingdom 
of God. Because, you see, the word .of God is the 
seed of the kingdom (Luke 8:11), and seed produces 
after its own kind. The seed of the kingdom will al
ways produce the kingdom. 

Let us renew the cry, "If any man speaketh, 
speaking as it were the oracles of God." 

The Bible and the Bible only. 
"Speak where it speaks and be silent where it is 

silent. Call Bible things by Bible names and do all 
things in the Bible way." 

The roots of the righteous are in the first century. 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
had@att.net 

(For your information, I did receive a letter from 
Foster, Childers, and Reese, in which they decline to 
say the Bible is inerrant, and they also decline to en
ter into discussion, notwithstanding their statement 
on page 52 of their book where they say, "Perhaps we 
can think together, talk together, and listen to one 
another." Well, I'm listening - and am ready to 
think together and talk together.) 
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The Bible and History 
By Walter Swain 

The Roman Empire at its peak was criss
crossed by more than 50,000 miles of 
roads. Those roads - along with boats -

helped to make communication, trade, and 
travel throughout the empire possible .... 

... One sign of the strength of the Roman gov
ernment was safe travel (World History, High 
School Text Book). 

God sent Jesus into the world when the time was 
right. It was when the "fullness of time came" that 
God "sent forth his son" (Gal. 4:4). Conditions were 
fitting for the coming of Christ into the world; and 
enabled the rapid spread of the Gospel throughout 
the world - "to the ends of the earth." 

One such provision were the roads used to travel 
the Roman Empire, that would provide a Christian's 
safe travel to any location. The Roman Empire had 
built such a system, and it allowed missionaries to 
obey the command of Jesus to "go into all the world" 
(Mark 16:15-16). Some of those roads were so well 
made that they are still in use today. The apostle Paul 
availed himself of this means of transportation on 
many occasions as he carried the gospel to the lost. 

Another aid to the spread of the gospel was a 
universal language - Koine Greek. Since the Greeks 
controlled the world, prior to the Romans, this lan
guage was used universally. It was this language in 
which almost all of the New Testament was origi
nally written. This enabled most people to be able to 
read the scriptures and eliminated the need to trans
late it into many languages, which would be a long 
drawn-out process. A universal language greatly fa
cilitated the promulgation of the truth. 

Also helping to spread the good news of salva
tion in Christ were two factors concerning the state 
of most people and their religion in those days. One 
of these factors was a great expectation of the com
ing of the Messiah among the Jews. Several signs in 
the New Testament helped increase this expectation 
(Luke 2:25-32; 2:36-38). Also in the period between 
the Testaments the Jews had been under control of 
the Romans, and they were looking (though incor
rectly) for the Messiah to come and set them free 
physically. So there was a strong desire among God's 
people for the Messiah to come. 

Along with this, the pagan religions had failed to 
satisfy the people and had not met their real spiritual 
needs. None of them really offered the people much 
hope in this life or the life to come. Thus, the gospel 
came to them with its message of forgiveness of sin 
and the hope of life after death. Many were eager to 
accept this hope and became Christians. 

One other help that made the spread of God's 
Word possible was that the Western world of that day 
was under the rule of one nation -the Romans. This 
made it possible for evangelists and missionaries to 
freely move from nation to nation. Paul on one occa
sion used his Roman citizenship to his advantage. 

So we see that the providence of God was work
ing to facilitate the taking of the gospel into all the 
world. Each of the factors mentioned above contrib
uted to easier access to the lost and to helping them 
accept God's provision of grace for their salvation. 
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(So much is being said by so many about ~~spirit,,, some of it informative and helpful and some of it confus
ing and disturbing, that we thought you might enjoy and benefit from this word study. To many the word spirit 
is a great mystery, and virtually every time they hear or see the word they think Holy Spirit. The wise will con
sider the context to know just how the word is being used, and to determine which or what spirit the inspired 
writer references. Anyhow, this is an analysis of how the word is used in the New Testament - we put in three 
ancillary instances of its use in the Old Testament because we thought they were helpful. As a good cook says 
when serving a delicious meal, ~~Enjoy!,) 

Spirit 

The word spirit is used in the New Testament 
with complexity and diversity - the context 
shows how the word is used. The English 

word spirit translates the Greek word Pneuma, 
which primarily denotes "the wind" (akin to pneo, 
"to· breathe, blow"); also "breath"; then, especially 
"the spirit," which, like the wind, is invisible, imma
terial and powerful. The New Testament uses of the 
word may be analyzed as follows: 

Wind 
John 3:8 -The wind bloweth where it will, and 
thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit. 

Hebrews 1:7 - And of the angels he saith, Who 
maketh his angels winds, And his ministers a flame a 
fire: 

Amos 4:13- For, lo, he that formeth the moun
tains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto man 
what is his thought; that maketh the morning dark
ness, and treadeth upon the high places of the earth 
-Jehovah, the God of hosts, is his name. 

Breath 
2 Thessalonians 2:8- And then shall be revealed 
the lawless one, whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with 
the breath of his mouth, and bring to naught by the 
manifestation of his coming; 

Revelation 11:11 -And after the three days and 
a half the breath of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell 
upon them that beheld them. 

Revelation 13: 15 - And it was given unto him 
to give breath to it, even to the image of the beast, 
that the image of the beast should both speak, and 
cause that as many as should not worship the image 
of the beast should be killed. 

Job 12:10- In whose hand is the soul of every 
living thing, And the breath of all mankind? 
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Immaterial (Invisible) Part of Man 
Luke 8:5 5 - And her spirit returned, and she rose 
up immediately: and he commanded that something 
be given her to eat. 

Acts 7:59 -And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon the Lord, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit. 

1 Corinthians 5:5 - to deliver such a one unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

James 2:26- For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works 
is dead. 

Ecclesiastes 12:7- and the dust returneth to the 
earth as it was, and the spirit returneth unto God 
who gave it. 

Disembodied Man 
2 Corinthians 5:3-4 -if so be that being clothed we 
shall not be found naked. For indeed we that are in 
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened; not for 
that we would be unclothed, but that we would be 
clothed upon, that what is mortal may be swallowed 
up of life. 

Luke 24:37-39- But they were terrified and 
affrighted, and supposed that they beheld a spirit. 
And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and 
wherefore do questionings arise in your heart? See 
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, 
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
behold me having. 

Hebrews 12:23- to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect. 

1 Peter 4:6- For unto this end was the gospel 
preached even to the dead, that they might be judged 
indeed according to men in the flesh, but live accord
ing to God in the spirit. 



Resurredion Body 
1 Corinthians 15:44 - it is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, 
there is also a spiritual body. 

1 Corinthians 15:45 - So also it is written, The 
first man Adam became a living soul. The last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. 

1 Timothy 3: 16 - And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness; He who was mani
fested in the flesh, Justified in the spirit, Seen of an
gels, Preached among the nations, Believed on in the 
world, Received up in glory. 

1 Peter 3: 18 - Because Christ also suffered for 
sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God; being put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 

Rational Element in Man 
(Capable of Perception and Feeling) 

Matthew 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 26:41- Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak. 

Mark 2:8 -And straightway Jesus, perceiving in 
his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, 
saith unto them, Why reason ye these things in your 
hearts? 

Luke 1:47, 80- And my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour ... And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of 
his showing unto Israel. 

Acts 17:16- Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he be
held the city full of idols. 
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Acts 20:22- And now, behold, I go bound in 
the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things 
that shall befall me there: 

1 Corinthians 2:11 - For who among men 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of the 
man, which is in him? even so the things of God 
none knoweth, save the Spirit of God. 

1 Corinthians 5:3-4- For I verily, being absent in 
body but present in spirit, have already as though I 
were present judged him that hath so wrought this 
thing, in the name of our Lord Jesus, ye being gath
ered together, and my spirit, with the power of our 
Lord Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 14:15 -What is it then? I will 
pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the under
standing also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
sing with the understanding also. 

2 Corinthians 7:1 - Having therefore these 
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God. 

Purpose 
2 Corinthians 12:18- I exhorted Titus, and I sent 
the brother with him. Did Titus take any advantage 
of you? walked we not in the same spirit? (walked 
we) not in the same steps? 

Philemon 1:27- Only let your manner of life be 
worthy of the gospel of Christ: that, whether I come 
and see you or be absent, I may hear of your state, 
that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving 
for the faith of the gospel; 

Ephesians 4:23- and that ye be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind. 

Used as Personal Pronoun 
1 Corinthians 16: 18 - For they refreshed my spirit 
and yours: acknowledge ye therefore them that are 
such (1st person). 

2 Timothy 4:22- The Lord be with thy spirit. 
Grace be with you (2nd person). 

2 Corinthians 7:13- Therefore we have been 
comforted: And in our comfort we joyed the more 
exceedingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit 
hath been refreshed by you all (3rd person). 

Charader 
Luke 1: 17 - And he shall go before his face in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to walk 
in the wisdom of the just; to make ready for the Lord 
a people prepared for him. 

Romans 1 :4 - who was declared to be the Son 
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of God with power, according to the spirit of holi
ness, by the resurrection from the dead; even Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Moral Qualities 
Romans 8:15 - For ye received not the spirit of 
bondage again unto fear; but ye received the spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

Romans 11:8 - according as it is written, God 
gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear, unto this 
very day. 

2 Timothy 1:7 - For God gave us not a spirit of 
fearfulness; but of power and love and discipline. 

1 Corinthians 4:21- What will ye? shall I come 
unto you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentle
ness? 

2 Corinthians 4:13 - But having the same spirit 
of faith, according to that which is written, I be
lieved, and therefore did I speak; we also believe, 
and therefore also we speak. 

1 Peter 3:4 - but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in the incofruptible apparel of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

Books by Hugo McCord 

From Heaven or From Men? 
The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
and scholarly 13-chapter study of evidences, this book is 
appropriate for private or class study. Questions at the end of 
every chapter. (pb) 57 pgs. 

BKBZOI •.•..............•......•••.•........•••..••..............•...•.•...••.••• $4.00 

Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significant. 
Brother McCord spotlights 35 Old Testament descriptions of 
deity. Concentrating on God's own selection of names allows 
the richness of those names to be meaningful. To see those 
names, as precious jewels in a showcase, is to deepen one's 
appreciation of deity, serving to make one a better person. (pb) 
58 pgs. 

BKBZ03 .•.•.......•.•..••....•............•....•...•.•.•.••.•...•.•.•...••.•.•... $3.95 

The Disciples' Prayer 
Brother McCord's indepth study of the prayer misnamed "The 
Lord's Prayer'' by many. "Jesus, when he gave the sample for a 
prayer was inveighing against vain repetitions. But that very 
example has become the most vainly uttered of any prayer 
before or since." Does the Heavenly Father hear that prayer 
today? Study brother McCord's discussion of each phrase and 
you will know. You will also learn of the petitions in the prayer 
"which are timeless and forever prayable." (hb) 89 pgs. 

BKBZ02 ............•.•...............................•........................•.. $4.95 
$2.75 s&h • add .25 postage for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 

Holy Spirit 
Matthew 4:1- Then was Jesus led up qf the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. · 

Luke 4:18- The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor: He hath sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives, And recovering of sight to the blind, To set 
at liberty them that are bruised. 

The 'Holy Spirit' is spoken of under various 
titles in the NT ('Spirit' and 'Ghost' are render
ings of the same word, pneuma; the advantage 
of the rendering 'Spirit' is that it can always be 
used, whereas 'Ghost' always requires the word 
'Holy' prefixed). In the following list the omis
sion of. the definite article marks its omission in 
the original: 'Spirit, Matt 22:43; Eternal Spirit, 
Heb 9:14; the Spirit, Matt 4:1; Holy Spirit, 
Matt 1:18; the Holy Spirit, Matt 28:19; the 
Spirit, the Holy, Matt 12:32; the Spirit of prom
ise, the Holy, Eph 1:13; Spirit of God, Rom 8:9; 
Spirit of (the) living God, 2 Cor 3:3; the Spirit 
of God, 1 Cor 2:11; the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor 
6:11; the Spirit of God, the Holy, Eph 4:30; the 
Spirit of glory and of God, 1 Peter 4: 14; the 
Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
(i. e., God), Rom 8:11; the Spirit of your Father, 
Matt 10:20; the Spirit of His Son, Gal 4:6; 
Spirit of (the) Lord, Acts 8:39; the Spirit of (the) 
Lord, Acts 5 :9; (the) Lord, (the) Spirit, 2 Cor 
3:18; the Spirit of Jesus, Acts 16:7; Spirit of 
Christ, Rom 8:9; the Spirit of Jesus Christ, Phil 
1:19; Spirit of adoption, Rom 8:15; the Spirit of 
truth, John 14:17; the Spirit of life, Rom 8:2; 
the Spirit of grace, Heb 10:29. 

The Personality of the Spirit is emphasized at 
the expense of strict grammatical procedure in 
John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8,13,14, where the em
phatic pronoun ekeinos, 'He,' is used of Him in 
the masculine (from Vine's Expository Dictio
nary of Biblical Words). 
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Inward Man 
(Used Only of Believer) 

Romans 7:22- For I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man. 

2 Corinthians 4:16 - Wherefore we fain t not; 
but though our outward man is decaying, yet our in
ward man is renewed day by day. 

Ephesians 3:16 - that he would grant you, ac
cording to the riches of his glory, that ye may be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the in
ward man. 

The New life 
Romans 8:4-6- that the ordinance of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. For the mind of the 
flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and 
peace. 

Romans 8: 10 - And if Christ is in you, the body 
is dead because of sin; but the spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 

Unclean Spirits 
Matthew 8:16- And when even was come, they 
brought unto him many possessed with demons: and 
he cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all 
that were sick: 

Luke 4:33- And in the synagogue there was a 
man, that had a spirit of an unclean demon; and he 
cried out with a loud voice. 

Angels 
Hebrews 1:14-2:1 -Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of them 
that shall inherit salvation? 

Acts 12:15- And they said unto her, Thou art 
mad. But she confidently affirmed that it was even 
so. And they said, It is his angel. 

Metonymy 
1 John 4:1-3- Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world. 
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God: and every spirit that confesseth not Jesus is not 
of God: and this is the (spirit) of the antichrist, 
whereof ye have heard that it cometh; and now it is 
in the world already. 

John 6:63 -It is the spirit that giveth life; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I have spoken 

unto you are spirit, and are life. 
Romans 2:29 - but he is a Jew who is one in

wardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, 
but of God. 

Romans 7:6- But now we have been discharged 
from the law, having died to that wherein we were 
held; so that we serve in newness of the spirit, and 
not in oldness of the letter. 

2 Corinthians 3:6- who also made us sufficient 
as ministers of a new covenant; not of the letter, but 
of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life. 

Vision 
Revelation 1:10 - I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 
day, and I heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet. 

Revelation 1:10 - I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord's day, and I heard behind me a great voice, as of 
a trumpet. 

Revelation 17:3 - And he carried me away in 
the Spirit into a wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
ting upon a scarlet-colored beast, full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 
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Potpourri ••. 
Reporting current events] primary office is 

the gathering of news. At the peril of 
its soul it must see that the supply is not 

tainted .... Comment is free but facts are sacred 
(C.P. Scott, British journalist, The Manchester 
Guardian). 

Our aim is to present a balanced report of cur
rent events; our purpose is to emphasize what's go
ing on in the world; our hope is this will help us to 
accentuate the good and stop the bad. 

"The Christian ideal has not been tried and 
found wanting; it has been found difficult and left 
untried" (G.K. Chesterton). 

''And we know that to them that love God all 
things work together for good, even to them that are 
called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). 

"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man 
would come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). 

So, here we go with, if not "all," then "some" of 
the news that's fit to print. 

Available April 1 

A Biblical Basis 
for Modern Science 
by Dr. Henry M. Morris 

• A revision of one of the classic defonses of the 
Christian faith 

• Many evidences the Bible is scientifically accurate 
• Wide-ranging subjects, from astronomy to the origins 

of man. 

One of Morris's greatest works. A Biblical Basis for 
Modern Science shows conclusively that the Bible is correct 
where it touches upon science. This remarkable defense of 
the Bible allows the careful reader to see that evolutionary 
science is nothing more than a world view with no 
foundation. Rather the accuracy of the biblical records is a 
marvelous testimony to its divine source. 

Dr. Morris has earned the title "The Father of Modem 
Creationism" because of his writings on the creation/ 
evolution debate. He is a respected scientist as well and bas 
written a number or textbooks in his own field. He is the 
founder of the Institute for Creation Research. pb, 300 pgs. 

$13.99 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jpropbet@qulk.com 

Press lelease 
0 The Firm Foundation is pleased to announce 

that it has acquired the exclusive rights to publish 
and distribute the works of Jerry Moffitt. 

Brother Moffitt has spent a lifetime reflecting, 
and reasoning on the teaching of the Bible. He has 
produced, either by personal authorship or as the 
editor of a number of manuscripts an impressive 
number of well-done volumes. 

One of the most interesting and popular is his 
excellent book, Denominational Doctrines. He has 
also written a one-volume commentary on the New 
Testament, which deals succinctly and poignantly 
with every book of the New Testament. 

Moffitt is highly regarded and is an experienced 
advisor to many respected gospel preachers. He is 
sought out as a man who possess a deep perception 
of divine revelation, and a balanced personality that 
enables him to work with all who love truth and 
righteousness. 

· We are happy to have this productive and mutu
ally helpful association, and confidently believe that 
our great brotherhood will be well served by con
tinuing to have available the valuable books of Jerry 
Moffitt. The books represent the ripe scholarship of 
a multi-talented man of God. Future generations will 
rise up to call him blessed. 

Bomosuual 11Marriage" 
OSacramento, Calif. -Efforts to bring homo

sexual marriage to California collapsed late Monday 
as support for a controversial "civil union" bill fell 
short, even among moderate lawmakers. 

The so-called California Family Protection Act 
(AB 1338) would have given homosexual couples an 
estimated 1,500 benefits of marriage, including the 
ability to make medical decisions on behalf of a part
ner, file joint state tax returns, sue for wrongful 
death and share property titles. 

"This bill is still a priority for me. I will re-intro
duce .this bill over and over until it's passed," Assem
blyman Paul Koretz, the sponsor of the bill, said. 
"There is a lot of educating that still needs to be 
done, and this allows us time to do that," he said. 

AB 1338 sparked a political furor among the 



bill's supporters and conservative voices who say 
marriage should exist only between a man and a 
woman. 

"The voters overwhelmingly passed Proposition 
22 to prevent the legalization of same-sex marriage," 
Senator Pete Knight, who wrote Proposition 22, 
said. "This bill plays word games to skirt Prop. 22 
and legalize same-sex marriage under a different 
name," he said. 

However, observers on both sides of the issue 
said it was unlikely that AB 1338 will go anywhere 
this year, especially in a statewide election year (Re
printed from NewsMax.com, Wed., Jan. 16, 2002). 

The good news is that the majority of the people 
in California, and we suspect throughout the nation, 
are adamant in support of traditional marriage and 
unalterably opposed to homosexuality - no matter 
what many newspaper pundits say is politically cor
rect. Let us pray that educators and politicians all 
across America get the message -loud and clear. 

For this cause God gave them ·up unto vile pas
sions: for their women changed the natural use 
into that which is against nature: and likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, 
men with men working unseemliness, and re
ceiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due (Rom. 1:26-27). 

Have Atheists 
Proved 
There Is 
No God? 
By Thomas Warren 

A criticial study of the strongest argument which has 
been advanced in favor of atheism. Does the existence 
of evil in the world prove that there is no God? Brother 
Warren upholds the view that "he [God] exists and is in
trinsically complete or perfect, that he is infinite in 
power, that he is infinite in love and goodness, that he 
is innocent of any blameworthiness, that he is infinite in 
knowledge and wisdom, and ... justice." pb, 1 OS pages 

$6.00 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Afore of t6e Same 
fl In liberal Massachusetts, pro-marriage groups 

have succeeded against great odds in getting enough 
signatures to put a Protection of Marriage amend
ment to the constitution before the legislature. The 
pro-homosexual attorney general had to approve its 
submission. He did so because he saw that it was 
very popular with the voters. 

The amendment reads in part, "Only the union 
of one man and one woman shall be valid or recog
nized as a marriage in Massachusetts. Any other rela
tionship shall not be recognized as a marriage or its 
legal equivalent, nor shall it receive the benefits or 
incidents exclusive to marriage from the Common
wealth." 

Massachusetts has shown that traditional mar
riage is still so popular with the voters that the pro
homosexual politicians can be cowed and the pro
homosexual media can be beaten. 

California Pupils lndodrinated ia Islam 
$Parents in Byron, Calif., are outraged that gov

ernment schools are forcing their children to learn 
the tenets of Islam, adopt a Muslim name, wear a 
robe and even stage their own jihad ("holy" war). 

Complaints to their taxpayer-supported princi
pal were brushed off, Assist News Service reports. 

"The public schools in California so stealthily 
slipped this course into the 7th grade curriculum that 
even another 7th grade teacher, Elizabeth Christina 
Lemings, was totally in the dark that this was being 
taught until her son, Joseph, who is a 7th grader in 
the same school where she teaches, brought home 
the handouts," ANS reported. 

"We could never teach Christianity like this," 
Lemings told ANS. "We can't even mention the 
name of Jesus in the public schools, but over there," 
she pointed to the building next to hers, "they teach 
Islam as the true religion, and students are taught 
about Islam and how to pray to Allah." 

California's government schools have adopted the 
textbook used for the Islamic course, "Across the Cen
turies," published by Houghton-Mifflin (Boston). Is
lam is shown in a totally positive manner, whereas 
everything Christian is depicted negatively, says ANS. 

In contrast, "there is not one negative to be 
found about Islam in this one-sided account, such as 
the wars, massacres, cruelties against Christians and 
other non-Muslims that Islam has consistently perpe
trated over the centuries." 

"Nor is any mention made of the way Muslims 
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treat their own people, cutting off hands, feet and 
heads for even the slightest violations of the Islamic 
tenets of faith, or the shocking way they treat their 
women." 

"The 'miraculous' events leading up to the Ko
ran, the 'holy' book of Islam, and other 'revelations' 
are presented as factua l. Any reference of the mi
raculous regarding Christianity is always set next to a 
disclaimer stating that; 'It was (is) believed by Chris
tians (or an individual such as Martin Luther) that ... 
implying an absence of credibility about the stated 
event,"' ANS reports. 

As Lemings put it: "Can you imagine the barrage 
of lawsuits and problems we would have from the 
ACLU if Christianity were taught in the public 
schools, and if we tried to teach about the contribu
tions of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and the Apostle 
Paul? But when it comes to furthering the Islamic re
ligion in the public schools, there is not one word 
from the ACLU, People For The American Way or 
anybody else. This is hypocrisy!" 

26 

ANS reported, "Even more disturbing; students 
' 
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are to pretend that they are Muslims, wear Muslim 
clothing to school, stage their own Jihad via a dice 
game, and pick out a Muslim name (to replace their 
own) from a list of thirty." 

Every pupil questioned by ANS thought the 
brainwashing course "was fun." Some described Is
lam as "a pretty culture." 

Lemings told ANS: "This is not just a class of his
tory of examining culture. This course is entirely too 
specific. It is more about indoctrination." 

And government educrats keep wondering why 
more and more parents want school choice (Re
printed from NewsMax.com, Thur., Jan. 10, 2002). 

Down on the F11rm 
®According to Reason magazine (Feb. 2002), the 

Transport and General Workers' Union wants minors 
banned from farm work. For centuries, the children 
of farmers have pitched in with the family business, 
resulting in the kids learning the value of honest la
bor and other character building lessons. The family 
farm has produced some of our greatest leaders. 

What next? Will some self-appointed guardian 
attempt to make it unlawful for boys to cut the grass 
because of child labor laws? 

Prejudice Gone to Seed 
®Gene Edward Veth ("Christians vs. Taliban," 

World, Jan. 19, 2002) makes some poignant points in 
connection with the vicious attempted mugging of 
those who profess to be disciples of Jesus. The at
tempt to hammer and trash the Christian religion is 
shameful. Here is part of what Veth wrote: 

The political and academic assault on Chris
tians must be framed as religious bigotry. This is 
genuine religious intolerance. This is secularist 
extremism. 

The new hostility to orthodox Christianity 
goes beyond just wanting to keep moral consider
ations out of public policy. It aims at the theologi
cal content of Christianity, the very substance of 
the faith: that salvation comes through Jesus 
Christ. 

What galls the new anti-Christian bigots is 
evangelism. Even the private conviction that one 
has been saved by Christ implies that there is 
something wrong with all of the other ways by 
which people t ry to save themselves. The first 
stage of overt persecution would be 'anti-prosely
tizing laws,' which already exist in several coun
tries (including, in particular, Islamic countries). 

In the New Year's issue of Newsweek, religion 
editor Kenneth Woodward defines the kind of 
religious expression that the cultural elite will 
allow. 'Mere tolerance of other religions is not 
enough,' he says. 'Even the acceptance of other 



religions as valid paths to God is insufficient!' 
He says that religious people must 'develop a 
deep understanding and appreciation of at least 
one other religion in addition to their own.' 

The ancient Israelites should have been more 
inclusive in regard to idol worship; those who 
brought the images of Baal into the Temple were 
exhibiting interfaith sensitivity. The early Chris
tians should have recognized the spiritual value 
of Roman paganism; adding emperor worship 
would have made their faith more tolerant. And 
today, Christians should indeed affirm the great 
teachings of Islam, the faith of their terrorist at
tackers. 

Those who think that all religions are essen
tially the same can, one minute, sound gener
ously affirming, and, the next minute, attack be
lievers in one religion for the evils of another. 
The left is attacking Christians for two contra
dictory reasons: both for being too much like Is
lam and for refusing to agree with Islam. 

Christians will have to make the case that they 
are nothing like the Taliban and that any attempt 
to link them- either by "interfaith" theologies 
or political propaganda - is theological terror-
ism. 

Hmmmmm •.. worth thinking about. 

C6l1agolaad 
0 Earl R. Davis continues to send us good stuff 

gleaned from the Chicago Tribune. Thanks, Earl, 
keep 'em coming. Here is a current sampling: 

• Save thyself ... according to a Chicago Tri
bune, article, Healing Hearts and Bodies (1-12-02) 
the human immune system can repair heart dam
age and possibly starve malignant tumors - which 
brings to mind David's marvelous statement: "I 
will give thanks unto thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: Wonderful are thy works; and 
that my soul knoweth right well" (Psa. 139:14). 

• New Vatican rules specify that secret ecclesi
astical courts will handle allegations of child sexual 
abuse by priests. Some victims of pedophile priests 
have successfully sued the Catholic Church, result
ing in millions of dollars in damages and some 
ghastly publicity. Thomas Economus, president of 
Linkup, a Chicago-based support group for vic
tims, said the new rules will benefit priests who 
molest, and is "the fox guarding the henhouse." 

• Officials of Auburn Hills, Michigan haye ap
proved a proposal to post the motto "In God We 
Trust" on all public buildings. Schools are being 
courted to display the phrase, which became the 
official motto of the United States in 1956 by an 
act of Congress. 

• Don Wycliff Uan. 10, 2002) wrote, "Is it just 
me or is everybody's email being flooded these days 
with ads of pornography?" Fred Anderson of Dallas 
responded, "I'm sick of seeing the one liners in my 
inbox and delete them with a vengeance. But the 
more I try to stamp it out, the more it seems to grow. 
I guess they're akin to Internet cockroaches." 

• Terrorists killed some 3,000 people in the 
United States last year. Drunk drivers killed more 
than five time that many (Steve Chapman, Jan 10, 
2002). 

• Julia Keller Gan. 10, 2002) thinks Giuliani 
should not have been Time magazine's man of the 
year - she says, "It should have been a sweaty
faced, single-minded firefighter - any firefighter. 
Or, maybe, a New York City Policeman. But 
Giuliani? No!" 

• Felix Urioste ... was arrested a few years back 
for stealing $40,000 from his husband of 31h years. 
He also neglected to tell his husband that he was a 
man. Pay attention, this gets tricky. Apparently, 
Urioste convinced Bruce Jensen that he was preg
nant with twins after they'd had a single sexual en
counter. Jensen did the right thing and married the 
man he thought was a woman in a Mormon cer
emony. Of course at the time he thought Felix's 
name was Leasa. "I feel pretty stupid," Jensen was 
reported to have said after the police convinced him 
his wife was a man (Chicago Tribune, 01-02-02). 

Thanks, Earl, and may God be with you. 

fo Sum Up 
OMany thanks to Virgil Dugan who forwarded 

an article by Linda Bowles that included the follow
ing recap of modern American society. 

Our books, movies, art, television and music are 
a unified chorus of smut and anti-social mes
sages. We curse in public places; the media make 
celebrities of serial murderers; our children are 
taught about condoms in the third grade; the 
Boy Scouts are under attack to embrace atheists 
and homosexuals; the family is being legally un
dermined; churches are pressured to rewrite 
scriptures to accommodate those who are proud 
of their transgressions; religious apartheid is of
ficially sanctioned and practiced by the govern
ment; and bewildered taxpayers are told they 
have no choice but to pay for liberal propa
ganda, blasphemous art and pornography on 
public television. 

Dugan also sent in this morsel: 
Why are so few willing to fight when the aw

ful consequences of the homosexual lifestyle are 
before our eyes every day? Not only are all-male 
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couplings inherently barren, male sodomy has 
been the principal means of the transmission of 
the virus that causes AIDS, which has taken the 
lives of as many Americans as World War II. 

A few years back, a survey of obituaries in the 
homosexual press found the average age of out
of-the-closet male homosexuals at death was 39 
for those who had died of AIDS and 42 for the 
rest. This is ... a 'culture of death.' 

lidrouKaow 
$Jeff Jacoby (The Boston Globe, Jan. 13, 2002) 

reported: "For Thanksgiving in 1990, former Presi
dent George H.W. Bush went to Saudi Arabia to visit 
the 400,000 American soldiers stationed there as 
part of Operation Desert Shield. The Saudis wel
comed Bush, but made it clear that no Christian wor
ship - including grace before the Thanksgiving meal 
-would be permitted on Saudi soil. It was a shock
ing insult, but the Americans didn't protest. Instead, 
the president and his party went aboard a U.S. ship 
in the Persian Gulf and said their prayers there." 

Jacoby also wrote, "Wahhabism- radial funda
mentalist Islam - is the established creed of Saudi 
Arabia. It is intolerant and totalitarian." 

According to the Encarta World English Dictio
nary, Wahhabism is "a very conservative Islamic 
group that rejects any innovation that occurred after 
the 3rd century of Islam [c. A.D. 900]. It flourishes 
primarily in Arabia." 

Dispensational 
Premillennialism 
Refllted, Again 
(an expose of pretrlbulatlon dogma} by Bruce Curd 

A very careful, sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of troublesome 
questions answered. - 180 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $3.00 s/h 

m••minatiDg the Light 
(and other sermons) by Bruce Curd 

Many subjects never before seen in print. Some are 
controversial, hortatory, doctrinal, devotlonai.Sample 
topics: "Can One Stop Believing and Yet Be Saved?•; 
•oumping Bible Baptism for an Imaginary Baptism•; 'Will 
the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?•; 
many more.- 276 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $3.50 s/h 

$4.25 s/h If ordering both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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lemarlta61e 
$Perry B. Cotham, a gospel preacher, was hon

ored with a 90th birthday celebration, at the Turnpike 
Church of Christ building in Grand Prairie, Texas on 
Jan. 5, 2002. 

Brother Cotham has just returned from a preach
ing tour of the F~t: East. He left America on Nov. 27, 
2001, and returned Dec. 19 (very tired). He visited 
Singapore and Thailand. Ten thousand Bibles were 
distributed, including several thousand that were 
sent to India. Brother Cotham continues to be a lucid 
teacher. He is inimitable. 

Brother Perry Cotham is, like an original writer, 
"who imitates nobody, and whom nobody can imi
tate." We bid him God speed. 

More Good News 
fl David Blankenhorn, president of The Institute 

for American Values (First Things, January 2002), 
says that the two-parent (mom [female] and dad 
[male]) family is rebounding. He reports that either 
misreading census information, or distorting that 
data caused some of the hype -read "deception"
on family in recent years (hype works but not in the 
service of truth). There is the underlying implication 
that some of this was done to promote same gender 
uQions. Anyhow, the good news is that the number 
of children living in a two-parent home, in some cat
egories, has reached 80 percent. When you take into 
account that some single parent homes that include 
children are the result of the death of one of the par
ents - not desertion or divorce - the number is 
even more impressive. This is up from prior years 
and may portend a revival of the traditional family in 
America. 

Ouip 
tlGood judgment should keep us from being like 

the man who never knew what he wanted, but was 
willing to fight for it anyway. 

Islam vs. Polls 
0 In the English town of Luton, Mphammed 

Abdullah, a twenty-two-year-old accountant, says, 
"There are people leaving all the time. Not just in 
Luton, but all over Britain. We, as Muslims, don't 
perceive ourselves as British Muslims. We are Mus
lims who live in Britain. All we want to do is go to 
Mghanistan to defend the honor and sanctity of Is
lam." The British government has said that such 
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people, if they returned to Britain, would be tried for 
treason. According to the Daily Telegraph, a poll of 
five hundred British Muslims between the ages of 
twenty and forty-five found that "an overwhelming 
majority - 91 percent - believed the war was be
tween the Christian West and Islam, while 98 per
cent would not fight for Britain. In marked contrast, 
48 percent said they would fight for bin Laden or for 
Islam." One wonders why there have not been corn
parable polls of the Muslim population here. Poll
sters may fear comparable findings. 

Patriotism? 
0 In the sixties and its squalid aftermath, it was 

not unusual to see young people wearing the Stars 
and Stripes on the seat of their pants. After Septem
ber 11, at least in New York, many are wearing the 
flag as a bandanna on their heads, obviously in
tended as a sign of respect. Styles of patriotic expres
sion vary widely. Planned Parenthood of Virginia is 
handing out, in return for a donation, red, white, 
and blue condoms. Said a spokesperson: "Offering 
patriotic condoms will hopefully stern the increase of 
unintended pregnancies while letting Americans dis
play their colors proudly." 

Brown 
IJ'rail 
Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667 -Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

Art? 
0 Damien Hirst, thirty-five, is the most promi

nent of a generation known as the Young British Art
ists. He has distinguished himself by, among other 
things, exhibiting parts of sheep, sharks, and cows in 
formaldehyde. The centerpiece of a new exhibit at 
the Eyestorm Gallery in London was a collection of 
half-full c_offee cups, ashtrays with cigarette butts, 
empty beer bottles, candy wrappers, and newspaper 
pages strewn about the floor. The morning afte r a 
VIP pre-opening party, a cleaning man tossed it out. 
Said Emmanuel Asare, "As soon as I clapped eyes on 
it, I sighed because there was so much mess. It didn't 
look much like art to me. So I cleared it all in bin 
bags, and I dumped it." Said Heidi Reitmaier of the 
gallery "It's an original Damien Hirst," adding that 
its sales value is in "six figures." The gallery PR per
son, Alison Smith, suggested that Asare's act might 
have a deeper meaning. "It could encourage debate 
about what is art and what isn 't, which is always 
healthy." And the debate might be even healthier if it 
were posed in terms of what is and isn't trash. Hirst 
thought the episode extremely funny, as well he 
might. The exhibit has been reassembled and is on 
sale to any fool who doesn' t get the joke. 

Amen 
~The world marveled, and rightly so, at the out

pouring of sympathy and practical help prompted by 
the terrorist attacks of September 11. Planned Par
enthood of New York immediately joined in with an 
offer of free abortions for women affected. Some 
thought the offer was, as it is said, inappropriate. It 
might be argued, however, that it was entirely in the 
spirit of a day remembered for the killing of innocent 
human beings albeit on the side of the problem 
rather than the solution (First Things, January 2002). 

On Assembly Worship 
@The promoters of "megachurches" assume that 

the "strangeness" of Christianity should be tempered 
to attract "seekers" in what is said to be a post Chris
tian society. Among the results of this trimming is 
"entertainment worship," an oxymoron, if not a 
blasphemy. All too many preachers and song leaders 
have bought into the idea that their job is to orches
trate a "celebration of the people of God" - mean
ing the celebration of self. 

This pathology is diagnosed with scathing wit by 
Thomas Day in his book, Angels and Archangels: The 
Worship of Heaven and Earth. Also Robert Louis 
Wilken, a church historian at the University of Vir-
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ginia. Psalm 138:1 reads: "I will give thee thanks with 
my whole heart: before the gods [angels] will I sing 
praises unto thee." Wilken wrote, "These words dis
close a startling truth: when we come before God to 
offer our praise and adoration we do so in the com
pany of angels and archangels and the whole com
pany of heaven. The greatest gift the Church can give 
our society is a glimpse, however fleeting, of another 
city. But we can only do that if our worship is self
consciously, confidently, and unmistakably oriented 
to God." If someone wanders in off the street as we 
pray, he should be "reproved" by all, and "judged" by 
all in what he sees and hears of deep devotion and 
respectful adoration. "The secrets of his heart" 
should be "made manifest; and so he will fall down 
on his face and worship God, declaring that God is 
among you indeed." Wilken also said, "[I]f only as an 
echo in the distance, he should also hear the thunder
ous sound of the heavenly host singing, "Holy, Holy, 
Holy." 

lfistorical Sidellg61 
OJacques B~zun (From Dawn to Decadence, p. 

20) observes that Martin Luther recommended, on 
Old Testament authority, that Philip of Hesse prac
tice bigamy (and secrecy). He [Luther] also had to 
dismiss the book of James as "a gospel of straw," be
cause it called for good works as an earnest of faith. 

W6at's in allame1 
0 "Let us drop these diabolical words, these 

party names, these factional, seditious terms- Luth
eran, Huguenot, Papist -let us not change the name 
of Christian" (Chancellor Michel De CHopital at the 
opening of the Estates General of 1560). 

4Poem 
The angels offered reprieve, escape for Lot's 

entire household including almost sons who 
having witnessed a divine defense of honor 
dared to scoff at certain doom. 

Commanded in that final moment to depart, 
Lot himself paused, needed to be tugged away 
from his destruction- man caught up in doubts 
and compromise the hand of grace dislodged -
for him; for us. 

What did Lot's wife hope to see when on that 
moving day her eyes slid back to the town where 
she had raised a family, exchanged the recipes of 
substitution ... 

Perhaps she turned to douse with tears the fire 
of a hearth where friendship dawdled near the 
shame she'd entertained: in her heart, still burn
ing, embers of a tolerance for sin we too have 
hosted- her final heedless turning hardened in
to destination (Redemption, by Leslie Goerner). 
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Believe If or llot 
$Ex-president's Clinton's Harlem office has put 

out the word that he wants new interns. In a help
wanted ad e-mailed to Columbia University's under
graduate political science department, a Clinton aide 
advertised for fresh interns. "Bill Clinton's office, lo
cated at 55 West 125m Street, is seeking interns in its 
understaffed scheduling department," the e-mail be
gins. 

Muslims 
0 Rodney Stark, One True God: Historical Con

sequences of Monotheism (Princeton University 
Press), says that "Monotheism turns nasty when its 
monopoly is threatened by alien 'others.'" In other 
words, Muslim rage is powered not least of all by 
their fear that they might become like us. 

llaspiJemr 
OThe Somerville Theater in Somerville, Mass., 

presented "Jesus Has Two Mommies." Daniel 
Gewertz of the Boston Herald hailed it as "a lesbian 
revision of the nativity tale." In the play, two women 
join in a commitment service, and Jesus admits that 
he had two mommies, Mary and Josephine, who met 
a dyke bar called "The Burning Bush." 

Vulgarity 
OThere is a more menacing danger than the 

slaughter that took place in New York City on Sep
tember 11, 2001. Cultural degradation is the biggest 
threat to our nation. 

Steve Allen's last book, Vulgarians at the Gate, 
(Prometheus Books) rightly fingers vulgarity in 
popular entertainment as portending "something 
ominous about America's future." 

Allen's gloomy critique of popular entertainment 
comes from a Hollywood insider: Allen was the cre
ator and original host of NBC's Tonight show and 
the PBS series Meeting of the Minds, and the com-
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poser of more than 4,000 songs. In his prime, Allen 
pushed the cultural envelope, hosting Lenny Bruce 
and Elvis Presley - performers who seem tame and 
safe by today's standards, but were once cultural 
rebels, str~king fear in the hearts of Middle America. 

But at some point, Allen writes, the Maginot 
Line between robust entertainment and vulgarity was 
crossed. And once crossed, it is hard to turn back. 

The book liberally cites the trash polluting the 
public square. Take, for instance the Emmy-award
winning Eminem's lyrical depiction of arranging the 
gang rape of a younger sister, oral sex with a friend's 
sleeping mother, or matricide. Or rapper Ice-T's ca
sual televised conversation with Conan O'Brien in 
which close associates of the rap star seriously con
templated the murder of Charlton Heston. 

Or the fact that only 9% of the omnipresent sex 
scenes on network television are between married 
people. 

Allen recognizes that the consequences of our 
cultural pollution are not trifling going right to the 
heart "of the ancient mysteries as to what it means to 
be human and what it means to be civilized." Our 
"dulled tolerance" to the vulgar is softly killing us. 

Fundamental to the book is the understanding 
that entertainment is not a meaningless diversion. If 
that were all, its effects would not be so pernicious. 
Unfortunately for us, the moral imagination is 
heavily influenced by art, even bad art. So popular 
entertainment helps shape our loves, our hates, and 
our aspirations. 

Allen understands that civilization is a fragile 
thing, not nearly as robust as our technological ac
couterments might lead us to believe. "The sense of 
even minimally shared values that is the essence of 
civilization is quite capable of being blown away in a 
short period of mindless passion," he writes. 

It's not that he has any illusions about the gener
ally low level of popular culture throughout the ages. 
"Popular" has always meant less than refined. But he 
maintains that the difference between today and ear
lier times is that big money .in popular entertainment 
is driving the vulgarity lower than civilized society 
has ever known. 

Allen gets the illness right, but the causes wrong. 
Sure, he's right that profits drive programming deci
sions,. But there's still the fundamental question of 
why Americans (and most of Western Civilization) 
are so, eager to spend time and money imbibing filth. 
Allen seems at a loss to understand this. 

He stumbles about trying to figure out the ani-

mating sickness. It couldn't be a decline in religion, 
because morality has "no necessary connection what
ever with religion." In fact, he says, it is the, human
ists - of which Allen proudly counts him self one 
who are responsible for shedding "much light on a 
naturally dark world" and even taming religion's ex
cesses. All of that nonsense about "rituals, dietary 
laws, and the props and schticks commonly associ
ated with religion" is of no concern to God. 

There go the three major religions with a swoosh 
of the hand. And along with them goes the source of 
the order that Allen craves. Civilization is necessarily 
rooted in what sociologist and author James Davison 
Hunter calls "creedally thick" religious communities. 
Without these, ethical behavior is difficult or impos
sible to instill. 

Allen takes special pains to assure readers that 
he's no conservative. He tacitly admits conservative 
voices against bawdy entertainment are loudest, but 
he doesn't want to be associated with them. They're 
wrong on gun control, women's reproductive rights; 
affirmative action, and minimum wage, he claims. 

So the "why" of our cultural illness is never 
nailed down. The cure is also hard to pinpoint. He 
rejects official censorship- except when children 
are involved. He knows that ratings have become a 
license to produce smut with impunity: consumers 
beware. He concludes that individuals must join to
gether to stop consuming cultural garbage in its 
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many forms and start complaining loudly. If we 
don't, we're headed for trouble. 

Conservatives should be glad that a reputable, 
left-leaning, antireligious Hollywood-type was will
ing to speak out against electronic sleaze. His diag
nosis is correct, even if he doesn't understand the eti
ology ·of the cancer (Adapted from, Human Events, 
Jan 28, 2002). 

And In Co•cluslo• 
OA sample issue of this paper or a free 3-month 

subscription will be sent to people who you think are 
likely subscribers. Please send names and addresses 
to Firm Foundation, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 
(or e-mail to jprophet@quik.com), or call toll free 1-
888-367-6216. 

Ten Commandments Display 

f r eight months Rob Schenck of the Ministry 
Center on Capitol Hill has been working to 
get District of Columbia government approval 

to display a tablet of the Ten Commandments on the 
front lawn of the center, but last week a D.C. area 
neighborhood commission unanimously voted the 
project down, setting the stage for yet another court 
battle on the controversial religious and historic icon. 

Schenck said the plague would be erected on 
public ground that his ministry maintains. "The D.C. 
government controls our front lawn," he conceded 
while vowing to establish a legal defense fund to 
push the issue into the courts. 

Last May a divided U.S. Supreme Court declined 
to hear an Indiana case testing whether public dis
play of the Ten Commandments violates the prin
ciple of separation of church and state. 

"We have just been informed that the highest le
gal official in the District of Columbia has ruled that 
there is no legal authority to grant a permit to dis
play the Ten Commandments at our Ministry Center 
on Capitol Hill," Schenck said Jan. 18. 

"The devastating terrorist attacks have awakened 
Americans to the urgent need to protect our nation 
and preserve our values. Many are turning to faith in 
God for comfort and healing. But sadly, many gov
ernment officials and groups like the ACLU are 
working to strip the Ten Commandments from our 
communities," Schenck added. 

Schenck describes the proposed site as across 
from the U.S. Supreme Court and in direct view of 
the ACLU's national headquarters. 

Schenck's "The Ten Commandments Project" is 
an outreach of Faith and Action, his ministry to the 
Nation's capital, which was founded in 1994. 
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Losing laHie 
In addition to the proposed display at the center, the 
Ten Commandments Project has been fighting a los
ing battle to have the U.S. Post Office create a stamp 
bearing the image of Moses holding the Command
ments. 

"Jews, Muslims, and Christians revere the Com
mandments," said Schenck. "There should be no 
trouble with the commission approving this new 
stamp." 

But a special postal commission has denied ape
tition for a Ten Commandments stamp because it has 
a religious theme. Schenck, however, points to a 
stamp already in the U.S. Postal Service's inventory 
that honors the Muslim holy feasts of Ramadan and 
the pilgrimage to Mecca. 

The process of appeal for a new postage stamp 
design requires hundreds of thousands of petitions 
from U.S. citizens. Schenck is working to get the re
quired signatures. 

From the petition: "An image of Moses holding 
the tablets of the Ten Commandments is permanently 
displayed in the relief sculpture in the courtroom of 
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the U.S. Supreme Court, and the face of Moses is the 
only portrait fully visible to the members of Congress 
as they stand in the well of the House chamber. Virtu
ally all major religious groups respect the Command
ments and both the United States House of Represen
tatives and the United States Senate have passed reso
lutions pointing to the Ten Commandments as the 
foundation for a just and moral society." 

The Court Record 
In 2000, a federal judge blocked the state of Ken
tucky from erecting a stone tablet bearing the Ten 
Commandments on the grounds of the state capitol. 
Also in that. year the Indiana Civil Liberties Union 
sued to keep a Ten Commandments display from be
ing set up on the Indiana Statehouse lawn. 

More recently, the Supreme Court allowed a 
lower court ruling to stand that held that a display of 
the Ten Commandments is unconstitutional within 
the jurisdiction of the Seventh Circuit Court of Ap
peals. 

Twenty years ago, the Supreme Court decreed that 
posting the Ten Commandments in public schools was 
unconstitutional. The Supreme Court's 1980 ruling 
found the postings violated the First Amendment ban 
on government establishment of religion. 

In 1994 the court let stand lower court rulings 
holding that the commandments should be removed 
from courthouses, but local legislators in some states 
have fought that edict. 

Legislators who want the commandments dis
played get around the rulings by passing laws that 
expressly promote display in an historical - rather 
than religious- context. Example: posting the com
mandments next to secular historic documents such as 
the Constitution and the Declaration of Indepen
dence. 

Over the last couple of years, legislatures in 12 
states took up measures to allow the Ten Command
ments to be displayed in public buildings. In Indiana 
and South Dakota, the bills have become law. 

Last summer, the U.S. House of Representatives 
approved a bill to allow states to display the com
mandments. In October, 41 House members signed a 
pledge to display them on their office walls. 

Post Sept. 11, 2001, Rob Schenck and his brother 
Paul presided over the first prayer vigil in the Con
gress since the Civil War. They continue to offer Ten 
Commandments Tablets to members of the U.S Con
gress (Reprinted from NewsMax.com, Monday, jan. 
21, 2002). FF 

c:fpedtd pUce 

PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- available In 3 editions 

Editions 

King James Version "' "' "' 
New King James Version "' "' "' 
New International Version "' "' "' American Standard Version "' "' "' New American Standard Bible -/ "' "' 
New American Standard Bible Update "' "' The Living Bible "' Revised Standard Version "' Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version "' "' "' 
Nave's Topical Bible -/ -/ "' Treasury of Scripture Knowledae "' "' -/ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary "' "' "' 
Fausset's Bible Dictionary "' "' "' New Unger's Bible Dictionary "' "' International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) "' "' Matthew Henry's commentary (6 vol.) "' "' "' Wycllffe Bible Commentary "' "' "' Barnes' Notes on the OT & NT (14 vol.) -/ "' Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) "' 
Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vol.) "' Strona's Greek-Hebrew Concordance -/ "' "' Enallshman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance "' -/ "' 
Brown Driver Brlaas' Greek Definitions "' "' "' Thayer's Hebrew Definitions "' "' "' lnterflnear Bible "' "' Greek (UBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text "' Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words "' "' "' Vincent's Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) "' Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testament (6 vol.) "' Kell & Dalitzsch's Old Testament Commentary (10 vol.) "' Personal Notes -/ -/ -/ 

Bible Study/Readlna Plan -/ "' "' Bible Outlines "' -/ "' Bible Maps "' -/ -/ 

Bible Photo Collection "' "' "' The Fundamentals, by A. A. Torrey -/ "' "' 
The Apocalypse, by J. A. Selss "' "' "' Spurgeon's Encyclopedia of Sermons (8 vol.) "' "' "' 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1* Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus •••••••••••.• 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3* New Reference Library ••••••••••••• 149.95 ........... 119.97 

plus $2.25 s&h for one CD; add .50 for each additional CD 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
800 572-3619 

March 2002 
Firm Foundation 33 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: What, in your opinion, is the most cru
cial doctrinal issue currently troubling the 

church? 

Response: Obviously, there are many crucial is 
sues. We tend to use the term doctrinal with a 

specialized meaning, but the word actually just 
means, "related to teaching." Every issue is, in that 
sense, a "doctrinal issue." 

Christ's deity, as confirmed by his resurrection 
from the dead, coupled with his claim to be "the 
way, the truth and the life" in an exclusive sense 
Uohn 14:6), is a major issue. While few claiming to 
be part of the chprch would take an opposing view, it 
is a live issue as the church faces the world. 

The inspiration and authority of scripture is a 
crucial issue. Ultimately, it underlies all other issues. 

Some who identify themselves with the church 
give credence to "the documentary hypothesis," a 
view that denies Moses wrote the first five books of 
the Old Testament. Others subscribe to the modern 
idea that Paul did not write 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus. 

Since the Bible specifically ascribes the Pentateuch 
to Moses and the Timothy and Titus epistles to Paul, 
this is an issue that involves denial that the Bible is the 
true word of God. 

Among those who acknowledge the inspiration 
of scripture, controversies over the nature and extent 
of its authority still continue to trouble us. 

A lack of love between Christians, apathy con
cerning the lost, and a tendency to go through the 
motions in worship without really involving the heart 
are crucial issues facing the church that might not usu
ally be classified as "doctrinal," but in fact are. These 
"issues" trouble many churches, including some who 
do not recognize they trouble them. However, I un
derstand the context in which the question is asked, 
and I will attempt to respond from that viewpoint. 
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Current Troubling Issues 
Every movement or idea that passes through society 
affects the church, because the church is in the 
world, as it must be, and, too often, the world is also 
in the church. 

Feminism, advocating equality of role and func
tion for women, is a hot issue in the world; so the 
role of women in the church is being widely debated 
now. 

Militant homosexuals demand that their life
style be fully accepted and approved, and the fallout 
from that controversy will set the agenda for discus
sions in the church in coming years. 

We live in an age that rejects virtually all author
ity, and therefore the authority of elders - even the 
authority of scripture - has come under attack. 

However, the predominant issue in the world 
that adversely affects the church is the general spirit 
of tolerance and acceptance that maintains, "What 
you believe is all right for you, and what I believe is 
all right for me; so let' s just accept one another and 
be brothers." 

This viewpoint affects all of the issues men
tioned. It particularly affects the question, "Who is a 
Christian?" 

The Continental Divide 
In the Rocky Mountains there is a line on the map 
known as the Continental Divide. A drop of water, 
which falls on, the west side of the line ends up in 
the Pacific Ocean; a drop of water on the other side, 
though perha.ps initially less than an inch away from 
the first, ends up in the Atlantic Ocean, a contine_nt 
away. 

The doctrinal "continental divide" for the 
church is, in my opinion, the relationship between 
the church and other religious bodies. 

Though it is in itself, in a sense, one issue, it in
volves a large number of issues, several of which are 
significant. 

•Church government. Hierarchical systems, to 
oversee congregations and assign them their preach-



ers, are common in many groups. They are without 
New Testament authority. 

•Assembly worship. Dancing before the Lord, 
holy water, instrumental music, incense, and prayers 
to Mary, are all offered as worship to God in many 
fellowships but have no New Testament sanction. In 
addition, there are biblical statements to the effect 
that we are to worship God according to his com
mandments, not according to our own precepts or 
desires (Matt. 15 :9). 

• The role of women. The Bible distinguishes be
tween roles of women and roles of men, assigning 
leadership functions and public speaking in the as
sembly to men. Many denominations use women 
preachers and otherwise violate these provisions. 

• Others. Premillennialism, which adversely' af
fects one's view of the Bible, the church and the 
Christian hope, and the claim to possess charismatic 
gifts, which leads to the substitution of subjective ex
periences for the clear teachings of scripture, are ex
amples of other views that hold central focus in 
many modem religious groups. 

What Must I Do to Be Saved? 

More significant than these, however, are issues that 
affect the new birth. Jesus declares baptism to be the 
point at which salvation occurs. That is not to say 
that baptism is valid without genuine faith and true 

· repentance, or that it has any value at all apart from 
the saving work of Christ, but Jesus makes it an es
sential part of the process: "Unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of 
God" ijohn 3 :5). "He who believes and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). 

In addition, the emissaries of Jesus, acting at his 
command and in his name, commanded baptism "for 
the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38) and,t9 "wash away 
your sins" (Acts 22:16). 

Many religious groups substitute infant sprin
kling for baptism, thus including people who have 
not been baptized at all. Others, who properly im
merse for baptism, vigorously deny that the baptism 
they administer has anything at all to do with salva
tion. 

It is never right to be ugly to anyone, and it is 
Christ's job, not ours, to decide who is and who is 
not going to hell. But we have no right to waive 
Christ's conditions of salvation for him. 

To stand before a group of people who adhere to 
all or many of the previously mentioned errors, espe
cially those involving whether or not one is re-

deemed, and not only to say nothing to move toward 
correction of any error, but further to speak of and 
to them as confidently assured in Christ, is to say 
that none of these things, including the new birth, 
matter. They do matter. 

What Some Are Saying 
Some justify endorsing and having fellowship with 
those in religious groups who practice such errors by 
saying, "God's grace covers doctrinal error as well as 
moral error." 

While the basic statement is true, of course, the 
implication that it is all right to be content to remain 
in error, or that it makes no difference what error is 
under consideration, is not correct. 

It is always our obligation to try to correct error 
we know about, whether in ourselves or in others. It 
is never right to use grace as an excuse for continuing 
in sin (Rom. 6:1-2). 

Further, some errors are more significant than 
others. Grace is promised only to those redeemed by 
the blood of Christ. Those who hold errors that pre
vent them from having faith in Christ as Son of God 
or that otherwise keep them from being born again, 
have no promise of being in Christ. That puts them 
in a seriously different situation. 
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Some justify endorsing and having fellowship 
with those in religious groups who practice such er
rors by pointing out that all of us are in error on 
some things. "We are all erring brethren; are there 
any other kind?" 

We all stand in Christ, if we stand at all, by the 
grace of God, but grace is never an excuse for sin 
(Rom. 6:15). If I am involved in an error that affects 
my standing with God, and you know what I am doing 
is in error, you have an obligation to tell me about it. 

If I say I have fellowship with God and walk in 
darkness, I am not practicing the truth (1 John 1:6). 
If I am walking in the light, my sins are forgiven, and 
I have fellowship with other Christians who are 
walking in the light (the next verse, 1 John 1:7). 

God infallibly knows whether one is walking in 
darkness or in the light. We may comfortably and 
confidently leave that judgment to him. He will 
make no mistakes about it. 

However, my obligation, if I see a brother in er
ror or sin, is to try to correct him, even while meekly 
considering myself, recognizing that I may also be 
wrong (Gal. 6:1). It is not my prerogative to absolve 
him of sin even while he continues in it. 

I can point to some who have wrong attitudes 
and ugly condemning spirits, and I do not have to be 
that way, but that does not justify me overlooking sin 
as though it did not matter. 

Some justify endorsing and having fellowship 
with those in religious groups who practice such er
rors by reminding us that those people, just like us, 
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do believe in Jesus as the Son of God and in his res
urrection from the dead, and that, we are told, is all 
that matters. 

While the deity and resurrection of Christ are 
core Christian beliefs, they are not the only beliefs 
that matter. 

In the New Testament, insistence on circumci
sion as a requirement for salvation was "another gos
pel which is not another." Proponents of such a view 
were declared anathema (Gal. 1 :6-9). 

Hymenaeus and Philetus "strayed concerning the 
truth, saying that the resurrection is past already." In 
so doing they "overthrew the faith of some" (2 Tim. 
2:17 -18). Hymenaeus, presumably one of these same 
men, was "delivered to Satan" for having rejected 
faith and a good conscience (1 Tim 1:18-19). The 
apostle uses the expression, "deliver to Satan," as 
synonymous with "purge out," "do not keep com
pany with," "put away from yourselves" (1 Cor. 5:5, 
7, 9, 13). In other words, it refers to what we mean 
by "withdraw fellowship from." 

Errors about the person of .Christ are not, there
fore, the only ones which affect salvation or fellow
ship. 

Which Oceaa? 
Sincere, dedicated people who believe in Christ but 
have not been baptized into him are either people 
with whom we are to have full fellowship as they are, 
or they are people we need to try to convert and cor
rect. What we decide about that is the "continental 
divide" that will determine whether we maintain the 
integrity of the church Jesus built or are swallowed 
up in the ocean of modem denominationalism. 

We do not have to be ugly to anyone. We do not 
have to seize God's prerogative and pronounce final 
judgment on specific individuals. We do not have to 
refuse all association with people we have reason to 
respect for their sincerity and genuineness. We can 
be winsome that we might win some. 

However, all other matters aside, where one ulti
mately ends up is decided when he or she comes 
down on one side or the other of the question of ac
ceptance and fellowship with the great diversity of 
religious groups among us. 

For that reason, this, in my opinion, is the "most 
crucial doctrinal issue currendy facing the church." 
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p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 
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Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

-California-
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. josh 
Miller, preacher. 

- Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr. ; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmorh preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Texas-
Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
Sourh SR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School o f Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun.' 9~ 30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007- 1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Catholicism refuted! 

Catholic D e b ate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

J erry Moffitt 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(s&h included in p rice) 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

Cari"9 & Sliari"9 
Newsletter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
( t:n!arc-ctf ctf1i ion} 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax . 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

If you are ordering several books, 
please call for postage costs. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton ColT man 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea· 
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great Idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 
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The Godhead 
A study of the Father; 
Son, and Holy Spirit 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Can we know that there is a God in 
heaven? And if we can, what is he like? 
It is to these two basic questions that 
this book is directed. One chapter is de
voted to proving the existence of God, 
while the balance of the book Is de· 
signed to investigate the attributes of 
the Godhead. 6 16 pages • Hardback 

$15.00 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brownlow 
This volume is devoted to the 
development of the children of God 
in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles 
given in the Bible, which, when 
properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian in 
facing every situation of life. 

$4.99 
$2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 36 7-6216 

c ............. c-- . 
Or 

owm.uts 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send. correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All ads, classified, direc
tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. All ads 
must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 
month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The Church of Christ in Needville, PA, 
congregation 30-35, NW PA, is looking for a gospel 
preacher to work with us. We supply partial 
support, remainder of income must come from 
other sources. Ideal for retired preacher wanting 
to supplement retirement. Excellent group of 
Christians to work with. For more information 
please contact Doug Bullington, (814) 734-3838 
or 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, PA 16412. 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is looking for a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles north of metro Adanta. 
If interested, please send r~sum~ to search 
Committee, do Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 683, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The Juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the Juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, Mc:Aiester, OK 74502 

Preacher needed: Thriving, ethically diverse area 
SO mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY City. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 

-Great idea-
A gift subscription 

to Firm Foundation 

1-888·387·8218 

evangelize, need help fro m sound, Restoration 
plea-speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Christ, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (610) 435-3433. 

The Church of Christ in Ft. Scott, KS is seeking a 
full-time minister. For details please contact 
Norman Nation, 1801 S. Margrave, Ft. Scott, KS 
66701. (620) 223-3759. normnation@hotmail.com 

Wanted: FuU-time, sound, conservative minister. 
A congregation of 60 (av.) weekly attendance. 
Inquiries should include rc!sum~, current picture, 
and audio or video tape. Send inquiries to Fairfield 
Church of Christ, 201 Airpon Rd., Fairfield, IL 
63837. Ralph Ulm (618) 842-2506. 

FuU-time, experienced preacher wanted for small 
(25 +) congregation in Louisville, Miss. Providing 
partial support would be helpful. Will consider 
those interested in pan-time work. Please send 
rc!sumc! to P.O. Box 427, Louisville, MS 39339; or 
call (601) 677-3878 or (662) 773-5820. 

Pulpit minister/evangelist/counselor, well grounded 
with a passion for God's Word and reaching out 
to others, wanted for congregation of 540. We are 
looking for an individual who is able to demonstrate 
the bean of a missionary, a love for people and 
their souls, and is able to relate well to people. He 
must be willing to work with the staff and others 
of the congregation in reaching out to a multi
racial community, teach classes, preach God's truth 
and assist in planning and preparing worship 
services. A strong commitment to prayer and study 
of the Word is a must. A degree in Bible and/or a 
graduate of a recognized school of preaching is 
preferred. Salary is negotiable depending on 
experience and qualifications. Sunset has elders, 
deacons and members striving to serve the family's 
needs through various ministries, as well as address 
those in the community. We have a "central" 
location for our facilities and have frequent visitors 
from the community. E-mail resumes to 
secretary@sunsetchurch.org or send r6umc! and 
audio/video tapes, if available, CJO The Elders, 
1308 W. Blodgett, Carlsbad, NM 88220. Our web 
page is www.sunsetchurch.org. 

Preachers Available 
Experienced evangelist with a supporting 
congregation is looking for an area to help plant a 
new work or to work with a recently planted church 
that is struggling. Northwest area preferred. For 
further information, call 209-267-2228 or email 
dixranch@cdreams.cc 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lamben book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

A student, Philip Van Dijk, at the Athens (Greece) 
International Bible Institute which is affiliated with 
Sunset International Bible Institute (http:// 
www.sibi.cc), is seeking financial support. Please 
email Jim Stamatis, dean of the school, jim
nell@hol.gr or call 30-10-8953-412. 

Is There Really a Ciodt 
by lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old
ham's lectures In the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955) in response 
to many requests. The book is the result of 
much research In the areas of science, religion, 
and evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peklng 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Authorities 
he cites in scientific areas also believe In Ciod. 
Harvard and Berkeley have used the 
information in this book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
Open FoftiDI 

by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and an
swers that Guy N. Woods was asked 
during the Open Forum at the Fread
Hardeman Lectures. For more than two 
decades he conducted the Open Forum 
at Fread-Hardeman University. It was 
unquestionably the most popular period 
In the lectureship day. Most of the ques
tions Involve controversial matters. pb 

Vol. 1 •••••••••••••••• $14.95 
Vol. 2 •••••••••••••••• $19.99 

$3.75 s&hlone book • $4.50/both books 
T6Xas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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cfpedal ?ffett 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD·ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large photo
graphic section is included. Titles include: 

I. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks ofthe Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
S. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

I 0. Instrumental Music Question 
II. Mission and Medium ofthe Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
IS. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate. 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every CD ordered, 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.(pb) regularly $8.95 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Uberallsm did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book's plea is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an •1 think" or an •it feels good" religion. Rather it 
encourages adherence to the Instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prin
ciples. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhood Institutions In preparation 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work In Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year in addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church In Montgom
ery, Alabama. paperback, 205 pgs. 

• ••• His grasp of the problem of liberalism Is broader than 
any that I've read. It Is an exC811ent source book for sennons 
and lectures regarding the most serious problem In the 
church to day ••• • W. Douglass Harris, Minister 

• ••• Challenging, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
healthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and done the church a great seiVIC8. He has 
Issued a sober call to retum to our senses. This book will 
warm the heart and propel one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible. • Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

$9.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Fax (979) 553-3721 
Jprophet@qulk.com 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2002 
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By Albert Gardner 

ecause of grief, fear, loss, sickness, or death, all 
of us will need comfort sooner or later. We 
will need the consolation and encouragement 

others can give. God knew that and made arrange
ments for it. 

We should understand that all comfort comes 
from God. "Blessed be God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort" (2 Cor. 1:3 ). He can offer com
fort because he is "the God of hope" (Rom. 15:13. 
We list ways God comforts us. 

First, God Comforts Through People. "Who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be 
able to comfort them w~ich are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
of God" (2 Cor. 1:4}. 

We are comforted so we can comfort. One who 
has gone through the loss of a close family member is 
better able to comfort one in those circumstances 
than one who has not. One who has been seriously 
sick and recovered, can comfort others like that, and 
it would have real meaning. 

Paul tells how the c0ming of Titus comforted 
him. "For, when we were come into Macedonia, our 
fl esh had no rest, but we were troubled on every 
side; without were fighting, within were fears. Nev
ertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast 
down, comforted us by the coming of Titus" (2 Cor. 
7:5-6). 

When Silas and Timothy stayed at Berea when 

Paul made his way to Athens where he waited for 
them, one can sense his loneliness and need for com
fort. "Now when Paul waited for them at Athens, his 
spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly 
given to idolatry" (Acts 17:16). 

We are to "rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
weep with them that weep" (Rom. 12: 15). 

Second, God Comforts Through His Word. There 
are verses written especially to comfort, console, and 
encourage. When faced with tri als, we should lean 
heavily on the written word. (Consider Psa. 1: 16; 
18 :1-3; 23 :1-6; 24:1; 27:1; 37:3-5; Phil. 4:13; Eph. 
3:20; 1 Cor. 10:13). 

Some believed unless they were living when Jesus 
returned, they would not be blessed. After instruct
ing in this matter, Paul says, "Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words" (1 Thess. 4:18). The writ
ten word is one source of comfort. 

Third, God Comforts Through Prayer. "Casting 
all your care upon him; for he careth for you" (1 Pet. 
5 :7}. When we are in distress, Christians can turn to 
God with full assurance that he hears us. Nothing is 
too small or too large to take to him. "Be careful ·for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplica
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
know unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep your heart and 
minds through Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:6-7). 

Fourth, God Comforts Through Hope of the Res
urrection. Paul wrote that Christians should "sorrow 

(continued on page 9) 
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Editorial 

Shalom 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

And there were shepherds in the same coun
try abiding in the field, and keeping 
watch by night over their flock. And an an

gel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good t idings of 
great joy which shall be to all the people: for there 
is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign unto 
you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddli'ng ~==-=-..!l:ll~ 
clothes, and lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace 
among men in whom he is well pleased (Luke 2:8-14). 

This breathtaking passage is full of astounding truths that 
might well cause us to fall speechless before the fabulous throne of 
the universe. Just as the four and twenty elders fell from their 
thrones before the supreme throne and cast their golden crowns at 
the feet of the great I Am, so must we bow low before the mighty 
flow of the angels' song announcing the birth of the Prince of 
Peace. 

Paul called this the "peace of God that passeth understand
ing," not meaning that it cannot be expressed in words, but that it 
surpasses all that people had conceived or imagined. Old Testa
ment prophets pointed to the coming one that would break the 
battle bow and speak peace to the nations. Many generations had 
contemplated this great benefactor, but his gift of peace passed all 
understanding. 

God is the author and giver of the promised peace. It is the 
"peace of God." It comes from him and is like the divine tranquil
ity. 

The greatness of God is the first consideration. God has unre
stricted ability to make whatever he desires. Heavenly beings 
praise God by saying, "Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to 
receive the glory and the honor and the power: for thou didst cre
ate all things, and because of thy will they were, and were created" 
(Rev. 4:11). 

"For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, 
even his everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without 
excuse" (Rom. 1 :20). 

The lesson from creation is that the Lord is God. He is infinite 
in power, wisdom, and presence. He therefore is to be glorified by 



obedience to his will and way. The human mind is restless and un
happy until it recognizes in God a legitimate and absolute author
i~. ~here can be no surpassing peace until there is complete sub
m1ss1on. 

Obedience has been called the "stern daughter of the voice of 
God." It is only when we enthrone God in our lives that we begin 
to have the promised peace. Even Jesus had to learn "obedience 
through the things that he suffered" before he could be the "au
thor of eternal salvation to all that obey him" (Heb. 5 :8-9). No 
obedience! No peace! 

This important lesson is lost to many of our contemporaries. 
In this modern age the dictum is do as you like, rather than, Do as 
God likes (commands). 

The "peace of God," says Paul, "shall guard your thoughts and 
hearts in Christ." This is an oxymoron. The word translated 
"guard," according to Henry Thayer, means, "protect by a military 
guard, either in order to prevent hostile invasion, or to keep the 
inhabitants of a besieged city from flight." 

Peace, says Paul, shall be a military sentinel to protect your 
spirit from enemy attack. It is a mixing of metaphors. Peace in the 
midst of armed conflict - like the spirit of God moving over 
chaos at the moment of creation. This concept may be strange to 
us, but the idea is that we can enjoy profound peace even in the 
midst of war and at the time of a raging battle. 

It is possible for us to go out to work and face change, and suf
fering, and conflict and at the same time have our mind protected 
by wonderful and incredible peace. 

We can be like the Hebrew children in the burning, fiery fur
nace, who walked uflharmed in the midst of flames, and came out 
of the conflagration unscathed and without the smell of smoke 
upon them. 

In this world we have many battles to fight. The most serious 
is the war between our own flesh and our own spirit. When God 
grants us the forgiveness we so desperately need, which is the 
beautiful pledge of the new covenant {Heb. 8:8-12), we receive an 
inner calm. The storm may rage without us, but with the assurance 
of God's word that we are born again, we are at rest. The promise 
of Jesus, "And I will give you rest" is redeemed. 

We may have to endure disappointment, sorrow, and separa
tion, but our happiness is undisturbed. 

We may have to confront perverted gospels, fight hard battles, 
and know the sting of the lash, but our inner contentment is un
touched. The surface of the sea may be storm-tossed, but in the 
deep there is a quiet that no external power can disturb. 

When angels sang, "Glory to God in the highest," they were 
affirming the greatness of his gift to the world. The baby lying in a 
manger was heaven's most valuable treasure. The mighty and mag
nificent God of heaven and earth was giving to his creatures on the 
earth an unspeakable gift. "He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him freely 
give us all things?" (Rom. 8:32). 
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Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, 
Rejoice. Let your forbearance be known unto all 
men. The Lord is at hand. In nothing be anx
ious; but in everything by prayer and supplica
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God (Phil. 4:4-6). 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 

whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things (Phil. 4:8). . 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, 1X 77269-0192 
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Revelation: Completing the Bible 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

Sad it is that the editor of a much read gospel pa
per, irritated by church divisions over interpre
tations of the book of Revelation, wrote that he 

hoped someone would publish a Bible without the last 
book! 

One can understand his irritation, but actually he 
was criticizing God! "All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is profitable" (2 Tim. 3:16). All 66 of the di
vinely authored books impart blessings, but only in 
the book of Revelation is that fact specifically stated: 

Blessed is he who reads, and the ones who hear 
the words of the prophecy and keep the things 
written in it, for the time is near (Rev. 1:3). 

Many subjects about which God wants us to 
know are addressed in the first 65 books, but some 
are not finished. One wants to know more, and the 
Lord thought that we should know more, and sup
plied the need. The book of Revelation completes 
the Bible. 

1. The Heavens and the Earth 
The holy book begins with arresting words, "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth" 
(Gen. 1:1). What a creation! 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands (Psa. 19:1), even the 
highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth 
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them 
(Neh. 9:6). But after the sin of Adam and Eve, God 
was forced to curse his beautiful world, putting 
thorns (qus) on roses, and weeds (dardar) every
where (Gen. 3:17-18; 5:29). Man's death was part 
of the curse (Gen. 2:17; 3:19), which probably ex
plains the origin of disease germs and tornadoes and 
floods. 

Apparently the puzzling contexts of God's prom
ise through Isaiah (65:17; 66:22) of "new heavens 
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and a new earth" (perhaps meaning figuratively the 
New Testament church; cf. 65: 17, 25 with 11: 1-9) do 
not refer to a replacement of our present day heavens 
and earth: "We know that the whole creation groans 
and is in great pain until now" (Rom. 8 :22). 

The curse originally spoken in the Garden of 
Eden is still with us, and will stay ·with us until the 
earth "and everything in it will be burned up" (2 Pet. 
3:1 0). But, thank God, "in keeping with his promise 
we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, in which righteousness dwells" (2 Pet. 3:13). 

The apostle John, on the isle of Patinos, was 
privileged to see in a vision the passing away of our 
doomed physical universe and its replacement by "a 
new heaven and a new earth" (Rev. 21:1). Moreover, 
John was informed that "no longer will there be any 
curse" (Rev. 22:3), and so, finally, God's words to 
Adam, "Cursed is the ground for your sake" (Gen. 
3: 17) are canceled. 

2. The Tree of Life 
In the Garden of Eden, located in the present day Iraq 
(Gen. 2:14), besides "every tree pleasant to see and 
good for food," and besides "the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil," God "caused to grow" in "the 
middle of the garden" the "tree of life" (Gen. 2:9). 

If Adam and Eve had not sinned, apparently the 
Edenic paradise (paradeisos, Gen. 2:8 LXX) would 
have been their home forever, with trees supplying 
nourishment for their bodies, and the tree of life sup
plying nourishment for their souls {Gen. 3 :22). But 
after they obeyed Satan instead of God, he was forced 
to expel them from their home (Gen. 3:23). Appar
ently God thought that they would try to sneak back 
in, for he placed living beings called "cherubs" (prob
ably angels) "and a revolving flaming sword to guard 
the way of the tree of life" {Rev. 3:24 ). 

1·-: 



Biblically (cf. Prov. 3:18; 11:30; 13:12; 15:4) 
nothing else is said about a tree that could impart 
eternal life until one reads Jesus' promise in the book 
of Revelation: "To the one who overcomes, I will 
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in God's para
dise" (Rev. 2: 7). 

The heavenly tree is pictured as superior to all 
others: "bearing twelve fruits every month, and the 
leaves of the tree heal the nations" (Rev. 22:2). 

Those "who wash their robes" have "access to 
the tree of life" (Rev. 22:14), anyone who "takes 
away from the words" written "in this book [Revela
tion]" God "will take away his part from the tree of 
life" (Rev. 2: 19). 

3. The Blood of Jesus 

As the book of Revelation completes what God 
wants us to know about "the new heavens and the 
new earth," and about "the tree of life," so the whole 
history of the· blood of Jesus awaited the writing of 
the last book of the Bible. 

The history begins· with Abel's sacrifice, requir
ing the blood of an animal (Gen. 4:4), followed by 
the altar offerings of Noah, Abraham, Jacob, and 
other patriarchs (Gen. 8:20; 12:7-8; 13:18; 31:54; 
Ex. 18:12). 
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Then, among the Israelites, once a year, on "the 
day of atonement" (Yom Haccippurim, Lev. 23:2 7), 
the high priest entered the most holy place of the 
tabernacle with the blood of "the goat of the sin-of
fering" and sprinkled "it upon the mercy seat" (Lev. 
16:15). Actually, however, it was "impossible" for 
"the blood of bulls and goats" to "take away sins" 
(Heb. 10:4). So, God prepared a human "body" in 
Mary's womb that would have blood with sin-forgiv
ing ability (He b. 10:5-7, 17 -18). 

Later, Jesus' cousin (Luke 1 :36), John the 
immerser (Matt. 3:1), called Jesus "the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world" Uohn 1 :29). 
Jesus has asked us to look upon the "fruit of the 
vine" in the Lord's Supper as "my blood of the cov
enant, which is poured out for many for the remis
sion of sins" (Matt. 26:28). 

Like a scarlet thread, from Abel on down, the 
story of Jesus' blood is woven through the Bible, and 
climaxed in the book of Revelation with the picture 
of an uncountable number of people from "every na
tion," standing "before the throne and before the 
Lamb," who have "washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:9-14 ). 

4. The Church 
As God, in the book of Revelation, has completed 
the history of the new heavens and the new earth, 
and the tree of life, and the blood of Jesus, so in the 
final book he has given us our final information 
about the church. 

Before the "morning stars sang together, and all 
the sons of God (probably angels) shouted for joy" 
Oob 38:7), "before the foundation of the world" 
(1 Pet. 1 :20), the One, whose understanding and 
love are unlimited (Psa. 147:5; 1 John 4:8), had al
ready planned, "according to" his "eternal purpose," 
to buildthe "church" (Eph. 3:10-11). 

The birth of that divinely planned church was on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 28, A.D. 30, in the city of 
Jerusalem (Acts 2:1-4 7). On that day "about three 
thousand souls" came to believe that Jesus is "both 
Lord and Christ," repented and were baptized for 
the remission of their sins (Acts 2:36-38). 

The three thousand were added to the apostles 
and to "about a hundred and twenty" disciples who 
had previously been baptized for the remission of 
sins (Mark 1:4; Luke 7:29-30; Acts 1:13-15; 2:41). 
They were the first congregation of the church that 
Jesus had come to build (Matt. 16:18). From that 
day onward "the Lord added to the church daily 
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those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47, following 
uncials E, P, and Psi). 

The saved are set forth in the New Testament in 
a variety of ways: 

(1) They are a "called out" people, an ekklesia, 
who have responded to Jesus' call "through the gos
pel'' to live in a "holy" and a "heavenly calling" (2 
Thess. 2:14; 2 Tim. 1:9; Heb. 3:1). 

(2) The saved are "one flock" under the "good 
shepherd" Oohn 10: 11,16). · 

(3) The saved are "branches" with Jesus being 
"the vine" Oohn 15 :5). 

(4) The saved are "many members" of"one body" 
under Jesus as "the head" (1 Cor. 12:20; Col. 1:18); 

(5) The saved are "citizens" in an "unshakable 
kingdom" under King Jesus (Eph. 2: 19; Col. 1: 13; 
Heb. 12:28). 

(6) The saved collectively are a "fiancee" who, at 
the time of their submitting to "the washing of the 
water" in baptism are presented to Jesus "in splen
dor, having no spot or flaw or any such thing" (Eph. 
5:26-27), engaged to marry Jesus when they get to 
heaven! Paul likened himself to a matchmaker, say
ing to those who "believed and were baptized" (Acts 
18:8): "I have betrothed you, a chaste virgin, to one 
husband, even to Christ" (2 Cor. 11 :2). "I am speak
ing about Christ and his church" (Eph. 5:32). 

(7) The saved now collectively are a holy fiancee 
waiting for a happy marriage to Jesus. Without the 
book of Revelation, we would not know in this life 
the details of Jesus' future marriage to the saved. But 
John's last book gives us a preview of what will take 
place "in heaven" (Rev. 19: 1). 

"Let us rejoice and be glad! Let us give him 
glory! The Lamb's marriage has come, and his 
fiancee has prepared herself" (Rev. 19:7). 

How had the fiancee (the saved) prepared for her 
wedding? What was in her trousseau? Look! She is 
"clothed in fine linen, bright and splendid" (Rev. 
19:8). Linen? Literally? No, her "good deeds" back 
on the earth are her "fine linen" in heaven (Rev. 
19:8). So, Christians, ready for "every good work" 
(Titus 3:1), "doing good" (Acts 10:38), are preparing 
a trousseau ("a bride's outfit of clothes," Webster) 
for their wedding day in heaven. 

Following the wedding comes "the Lamb's mar
riage feast," to which those "invited" are "blessed" 
(Rev. 19:9). However, that joyous marriage celebra
tion means more to Christians than their being 
guests at a wedding banquet. Instead, Christians look 
upon themselves as being that day the bride of 
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Christ. They have the same overflowing joy that is in 
the heart of a girl who has kept herself pure for her 
wedding day. Her delight is in her fiance, who, to 
her, is "the fairest among ten thousand" and the One 
"altogether lovely" (Song of Solomon 5:10, 16). 

5. The Testimony of Jesus 

Completing the Bible is a study of four important 
Bible thoughts that are incomplete without refer
ences to the last book in the Bible: 

1. The Heavens and the Earth, 
2. The Tree of Life, 
3. The Blood of Jesus, 
4. The Church. 

Likewise incomplete is a study of: 
5. The Testimony of Jesus, 
6. The Water of Life, 
7. Respect for scripture without references to 

the book of Revelation. 
"The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of proph

ecy" (Rev. 19:10). If only 50 prophecies of the com
ing Messiah had been made, the probability against 
all 50 being fulfilled is greater than 125 million to 
one that all of these circumstances do turn up (Alex
ander Campbell, The Evidences of Christianity; A 
Debate, pp. 338-339). 

Furthermore, the chance that the predictions even 
100, would happen to one man is mathematically de
monstrable to be less than the number of drops of 
:water in the ocean, although the whole world were 
one drop of water (Alexander Keith, Evidences of the 
Truth of the Christian Religion, pp. 368-369). 

Canon Liddon wrote that there are 332 prophe
cies of Christ. The chance that all these could be ful
filled by one man "is one over 84 plus 97 ciphers" 
(Floyd Hamilton, The Basis of the Christian Faith, p. 
157). 

A Messianic Jew, Alfred Edersheim, lists 456 pas
sages (75 from the Pentateuch, 243 from the proph
ets, and 138 from the other books) referring to 
Christ and his days as used by the Jews in their Tal
mud and Targumin (Life And Times of Jesus theMes
siah, II, 710-741). 

Jesus himself predicted that "false Christs" 
would arise (Matt. 24:24). In the 2nd century a Jew 
picked one prophecy, "There shall come forth a star 
out of Jacob" (Num. 24: 17), and claimed that he was 
that star, calling himself Bar-Kokhva, "Son of a Star." 
Mter his rebellion against Rome was defeated by Em
peror Hadrian (117-138), he was called Bar-Koziva, 
"Son of a Lie." 
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The first prophecy (the protevangelium, Qrotos, 
"first," and euangelion, "gospel") of the coming 
Messiah is in the proclamation that "man" (man
kind) was to have "dominion (radah, "rule," "sub
due") over all the earth" (Gen. 1 :26). "All things 
were put under his feet" (Psa. 8:6). 

The Creator "left nothing not subject to" mankind 
(Heb. 2:8). Yet, thousands of years later, "we do not 
see everything subject to" human beings (Heb. 2:8). 
Specifically, death has not been subjected to man. 

Has prophecy failed? By no means, for Jesus 
came into the world as a human being in "flesh and 
blood" (Heb. 2:14) in order that he might become 
one of those prophesied as having dominion "over 
all the earth," and he conquered "him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil" (Heb. 2:14). 

Furthermore, when he raises all mankind from 
the dead Uohn 5:28-29), then the "dominion over 
all the earth" promised in Genesis 1:26 to mankind 
will finally be fulfilled. Thus Jesus is the ultimate ful
fillment of Genesis 1 :26 and without his accomplish
ments the prophecy comes up lacking. 

The second prophecy (the deuterevangelium 
deuteros ["second"] and euangelion ["gospel"]) of the 
coming Messiah is in the words which God spoke to 
the snake: "I will put enmity between you and the 
woman and between your seed and her seed; he will 
crush your head and you will bite his heel" (Gen. 
3:15). 

Some say that the phrase "her seed" must refer to 
the virgin birth of Jesus, for except in Mary's case, 
only males' have seed (semen). It is true that the word 
seed can mean the "seed of copulation" (Lev. 15:16-
18). However if the word seed is re'stricted to one 
meaning, then not only was Jesus virgin born of Mary, 
but also Eshmael was virgin born of Hagar (Gen. 
25 :24-26) and Esau and Jacob were virgin born of 
Rebekah (Gen. 25:24-26) for both Hagar and 
Rebekah had "seed" [zera1 (Gen. 16:10; 24:60). 

The word seed in the Old Testament is used to 
mean (1) the male semen (Lev. 15:16-18), and (2) 
one descendant as Seth, Samuel, etc. -(Gen. 4:25; 1 
Sam. 1:11), and (3) a plurality of descendants as 
Abram's and Jacob's "seed as the dust of the earth" 
(Gen. 13:14-16; 28:14). 

In Genesis 3:15 the woman's "seed" would be a 
"he" and so only one descendant was in God's mind. 
The "he" would be fatally serpent-bitten - "crush" 
"bruise" i.e. "bite" (Benjamin Davies, Hebrew and 
Chaldee Lexicon, p. 626)," "being put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit" (1 Pet. 3:18). In 

turn, he would "crush" Satan's head, conquering 
"him who has the power of death, that is, the devil" 
(Gen. 3:15; Heb. 2:14). 

That only one descendant was in God's mind in 
the prophecy of Genesis 3:15 and in 22:18 is clear 
because God "did not say, 'and to seeds,' as of many, 
but as of one, 'and to your seed' who is Christ" (Gal. 
3:16). 

"The Son of God was manifested that he might 
destroy the works of the devil" (1 John 3:8). Jesus 
crushed "the head" of the serpent (Gen. 3: 15), and 
"cast out" the "ruler of this world," the one who 
keeps cemeteries closed Qohn 12:31). Christ entered 
"the house of a strong man" and bound him (Matt. 
12:29) leading "captivity captive" (Eph. 4:8). "In
deed "he" abolished death "and brought life and im
mortality to light" (2 Tim. 1:1 0). The happy promise 
that "death shall be no more," written in the Bible's 
last book (Rev. 21:4), was foretold in the Bible's first 
book- that Jesus would crush the "head" of Satan 
(Gen. 3:15). From the last Bible book we are in
formed that Jesus has "the keys of death and Hades" 
(1:18), that he "opens and no one will close," and he 
"closes and no one opens" (3: 7), and that he is the 
"Lord of lords and King of kings" (17: 14 ). 

He paid a debt He did not owe; I owed a debt 
I could not pay; I needed someone to wash my 
sins away. And now I sing a brand new song, 
~azing Grace!' jesus paid the debt that I could 
never pay. ('American Folk Hymn,' arr., Michael 
Greene) 

Were not the right man on our side, The man of 
God's own choosing: Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ jesus, it is He! Lord Sabaoth His name, 
From age to age the same, And He must win the 
battle. (Martin Luther, 'A Mighty Fortress'). 

6. The Water of Life 
A superior kind of water, different from hydrogen
oxide (H20), is an important Bible teaching: 

"With joy you will draw water ~from the wells of 
salvation" (Isa. 12:3). 

"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the wa
ters" (Isa. 55:1). 

"0 God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; 
my soul thirsts for you" (Psa. 63:1). 

"As a deer craves the water brook, so I crave you, 
0 God! I am thirsty for God, spring whose waters 
never fail" (lsa. 58:11). 

Only Jesus has the ability to supply water that 
never fails, "living water" ijohn 4:10). Only he could 
say: "He who believes in me shall never thirst" Qohn 
6:35). 
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If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and 
drink. Whoever believes in me, as the scripture (Isa. 
44:3; 55:1; 58:11) says, "rivers of living water shall 
flow within him" (John 7:37-38). 

"He said this about the Holy Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were going to receive" (John 
7:39). 

The book of Revelation completes the Bible 
teaching about spiritual water, the water of eternal 
life, saying that the Lamb will guide all who "have 
washed their robes and have made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb" to "fountains of waters of life" 
(Rev. 7:14-17). 

The Father repeats the promise: "I will freely 
give to him who is thirsty of the fountain of the wa
ter of life" (Rev. 21:6). 

An angel showed the apostle John "a river of the 
water of life, clear as crystal, flo\\ring from the 
throne of God and from the Lamb" (Rev. 22: 1). 

And John heard Jesus extend a universal invita
tion: "Let him who is thirsty come. Let him who wants 
the water of life receive it without cost" (Rev. 22: 17). 

7. Respect for Scripture 

Over 3,000 years ago it was said that "of making 
many books there is no end" (Eccl. 12: 12). Many of 
them deserve respect, but reverence should be re
served only for the 66 books, which originated in 
heaven, the Holy Scriptures. Any human being 
thinks too much of himself who presumes to add to 
or to subtract from the words of the Bible. God gave 
the Israelites complete instruction in this regard: 

"Do not add to what I command you and do not 
subtract from it" (Deut. 4:2). "See that you do all I 
command you; do not add to it or take away from it" 
(Deut. 2:32). 

David was privileged to be one of God's pen
men: "The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and his 
word was in my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). He magni
fied the integrity and purity of heaven's communica
tions: 

"The words of Yahweh are pure, as silver melted 
in a furnace, refined seven times" (Psa. 12:6). 

"Forever, 0 Yahweh, your word is settled in 
heaven" (Psa. 119:89). 

David's son Solomon also was privileged to write 
Bible books. Of all inspired books he wrote: "Every 
word of God has proven to be true" (Prov. 30:5). 
"Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you, and 
you be found false" (Prov. 30:6). 

Paul wanted the Corinthians to "learn from us the 
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inspired apostles" (1 Cor 1:1; 9:1-2) "not to regard 
men more highly than what is written" (1 Cor. 4:6). 

The apostle John quoted Jesus as speaking about 
the integrity (from the Latin, integer, meaning "un
touched," "whole," "entire") of the book of Revela
tion: 

I testify to everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of ·this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues written in this 
book; and if anyone takes away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, of the things writ
ten in this book, God will take away his part 
from the tree of life, and from the sacred city 
(Rev. 22:18-19). 

The Lord did not need to add that what he had 
said about the book of Revelation applies also to the 
other 65 Bible books. Truly, John's last book com
pletes the Bible! 5535 East Evergreen #7505 

Vancouver, WA 98661 
cmccordB@msn.com 
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ers, teachers, and students. 
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How God Comforts Us 
(continued from page 1) 

not, even as others which have no hope" (1 Thess. 
4:13). He. continues to show they have the hope of 
the resurrection whether they are dead or alive, 
when Jesus returns (vv. 14-17). "Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words" (v. 18). 

When Jesus came to ~ethany to comfort Mary and 
Martha, both of them said, "Lord, if thou hadst been 
here, my brother had not died" Qohn 11:21, 32). 
Jesus reasoned with Martha saying, "Thy brother 
shall rise again." Martha said she knew that he would 
rise at the last day. "Jesus said unto her, I am the res
urrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live" ijohn 11 :25). 

Fifth, God Comforts Those Who Are Cast Down. 
He does not perform miracles to bring about good but 
by taking circumstances around us and turning them 
to our good. '~d we know that all things work to
gether for good to them that love God, to them who 
are called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). 

Joseph did not think it was a good thing to be 
~old by his brothers, be lied about by Potiphar's wife, 
be cast into prison, and forgotten by the butler; but 
he knew there was a purpose, and he was part of the 
plan. He told his brothers the plan. "Now therefore 
be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye 
sold me hither: for God did send me before you to 
preserve life" (Gen. 45 :5). 

Joseph was released from prison, not by a 
miracle, but by the natural process of things. He was 
made second in command over Egypt, so he could 
store up food for the coming famine. We can see the 
finger of God working in the events of Joseph's life. 

The things in our life may not be as dramatic as 
they were with Joseph, but it is a comfort to know 
God works things out in our lives for our good. 

There is such a great promise in 1 Corinthians 
10:13 that is a blessing to every child of God. "There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it." 
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Back to Basics Confession 
By Jack. P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

It was most impressive in Nigeria to see 19 people 
come forward at the one invitation song 
and stand facing the large audience. No mere af

firmative answer to the question, "Do you believe 
that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God?" was sought. 
Each individual was led to state orally and in full for 
himself/herself, "I believe that Jesus is the Christ the 
Son of God." 

Isaiah projects universal recognition of the sover
eignty of God: "To me every knee will bow, every 
tongue shall swear" (Isa. 45:23 ). Paul cites this verse 
in its Greek form as evidence that all will stand be
fore the judgment seat of God (Rom. 14:11 ). 

Jesus promised, "Every one who acknowledges 
me before men, I will also acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me be
fore men, I also will deny before my Father who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 10:32-33; Luke 12:8; cf. Rev. 3:9). 
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come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 800-572-3619 

10 April 2002 
Ftrm Foundation 

Paul elaborated, " If you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and he con
fesses with his lips and so is saved" (Rom. 10:9-12). 

Jesus' ministry knew those who were disciples se
cretly from fear of the Jews Oohn 19:38), and it 
knew those people who believed but would not con
fess. The Jews had agreed that if anyone confessed 
him to be the Christ they would be put out of the 
synagogue Uohn 9:22). John, the writer, comments, 
"Many even of the authorities believed in him but 
for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest 
they should be put out of the synagogue, for the-y 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God 
Uohn 12:42-43). 

When I asked a man at worship in Jerusalem 
(where prejudice is very strong) about his condition, 
he described his hesitancy in a colorful way - that 
he had faith in one leg and that he was seeking faith 
in the other leg also. He knew that he must believe 
with his whole heart. 

Students have observed that in the Gospel of 
M ark there is a series of confessions. 

(1) Jesus is confessed by the demon possessed. 
"What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, 
the Holy One of God" (Mark 1:24); 

(2) '~nd whenever the unclean spirits beheld 
him, they fell down before him and cried out, 'You 
are the Son of God"' (Mark 3:11). Legion asked; 

(3) "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of 
the Most High God?" (Mark 5:7}. 

(4)Jesus is confessed by Peter at Caesarea Phil
ippi (Mark 8:29; cf. Matt. 16:16). 

(5) Jesus is confessed by the heavenly voice on 
the mount of transfiguration (Mark 9:7). 

(6) The blind beggar at Jericho cries out, "Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!" (Mark 10:47). 

(7) In the trials of Jesus, the high priest asked, 
"Are you the Christ the Son of the Blessed?" Jesus 
said, "I am, and you will see the Son of man ~itting at 
the right hand of power and coming with the clouds 
of heaven!" (Mark 14:61; cf. Luke 22:61-70). 



(8) To Pilate's question, "Are you the King of the 
Jews?" Jesus answered, "You have said so" (Mark 
15:2). 

(9) But then following the darkness, the death of 
Jesus, and the rending of the curtain of the temple, 
the centurion presiding at the crucifixion said, "Truly 
this man was the Son of God!" (Mark 15:39). 

The series of confessions confronts each reader 
with the heart-searching question, "How about you? 
Have you confessed?" 

In the Gospel of John, John the baptist bears wit
ness that Jesus is the Son of God Qohn 1:34) and in
troduces Jesus as "the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world" Oohn 1:29). Andrew tells Pe
ter, "We have found the Messiah" Oohn 1:41). 
Nathaniel confesses him: "Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel" Oohn 1:49). Peter 
says for the disciples, "And to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life; and we have believed 
and have come to know that you are the Holy One 
of God" Qohn 6:68-69). The man born blind, having 
received sight, when asked if he believed in the Son 
of Man, said, "Lord I believe." He worshiped Jesus 
ijohn 9:35-38). 

Martha, grieving over her departed brother 
Lazarus, responded to Jesus' question, "Yes Lord, I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who 
is coming into the world" Oohn 11 :27). Thomas, in
vited to see Jesus' hands and to place his hands in 
Jesus' side, responded, "My Lord and my God" 
ijohn 20: 19-28). 

Paul, alluding to the fact that Timothy had been 
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called to eternal life and had made the good confes
sion in the presence of many witnesses, then speaks 
of Christ who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession (1 Tim. 6:12-13). In John 
18:37, Jesus says to Pilate, "You say that I am a king. 
For this I was born, and for this I have come into the 
world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is 
of the truth hears my voice." 

Jesus had cautioned, however, that confession 
alone is no guaranteed ticket to heaven. He warned 
of those who at the Judgment would say, "Lord, 
Lord," but who had not done the will of the Father 
in heaven (Matt. 7:22; cf. 25:12). But Paul projects a 
universal recognition of the Christ. Jesus has a name 
above every name "that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Phil. 2:11). 
Confession only at the judgment is too late to bring 
salvation. Paul also warns of those who profess to 
know God but whom deny God by their deeds (Iitus 
1:16). 

The universal practice in the churches of having 
the candidate for baptism to make a confession be
fore baptism no doubt rests on the example of the 
Ethiopian (Acts 8:37). No other such example is pre
sented either in the Book of Acts or the rest of the 
New Testament. None demands a confession at a 
specific time in the conversion process. However, as 
has been known for far more than a century, early 
Greek manuscripts of Acts do not contain this verse. 
It belongs to what students call a "Western Addition" 
to the text. The earliest known manuscript (Ms. E) 
containing the verse dates from the sixth century. 
Nevertheless, knowledge of the Ethiopian's confes
sion was as early as the time of Irenaeus (Against 
Haeresies 3.12.6) in the second century. 

It is assumed that a scribe who knew the practice 
of the church made the insertion into the text of the 
Book of Acts. Though the manuscript (Ms. 2) 
Erasmus depended on in editing the first printed 
Greek Testament did not have the verse, Erasmus as
sumed that it had dropped out by error, and so he 
inserted it in his Greek New Testament. In that way 
the verse became a part of what became the Received 
Text (B.M. Metzger, A Textual Commentary on the 
Greek New Testament, discusses the evidence for and 
against the authenticity of this verse, London/New 
York: United Bible Societies, 1971). 

Alexander Campbell's "Living Oracles" omitted 
Acts 8 :3 7. The RV and ASV relegated the verse to 
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the footnote without renumbering the verses of the 
chapter. That same practice has been followed by the 
twentieth century translations except for the NKJV 
and the NASV. The NKJV included the verse with a 
footnote to it. The earlier edition of the NASV put 
the verse in the footnote, but the recent NASV edi
tion (1999) brackets the verse in the text and has a 
note, "Early manuscripts do not contain this verse." 
The duty to confess Christ is not solely dependent on 
the authenticity of Acts 8:27. The need is made plain 
elsewhere. 

In the Epistles of John, confessing appears to be 
more than a once-for-all-time statement. "He who 
confesses the Son has the Father also" (1 John 2:23). 
"Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him and he abides in God" (1 John 
4:14). There is the contrast of such a person with the 
antichrist: "Every spirit which confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every 
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God. 
This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you have 
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heard that it was coming and now it is in the world 
already" (1 John 4:2-3 ; cf 2 John 7). 

Paul included the generosity the Corinthians 
were showing for the poor in Jerusalem as a confes
sion. "Under the test of this service, you will glorify 
God by your obedience in acknowledging 
(homologia) the gospel of Christ, and by the generos
ity of your contribution for them and for all others" 
(2 Cor. 9:13). 

The confession in the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
also not alone a one time for all declaration. The 
writer addresses his readers as holy brothers who 
share in a heavenly call urging them to consider 
Jesus, "the apostle and high priest of our confession" 
(homologies; Heb. 3:1). In view of having Jesus the 
Son of God as our great high priest, the writer urges 
the readers to hold fast "our confession" (Heb. 
4:14). Since we have the new and living way into the 
presence of God, "Let us hold fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering" (Heb. 10:23). The on
going worship of the Christian was a confession: 
"Through him then let us continually offer up a sac
rifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name" (Heb. 13:15). 

Confession was important in the post-Apostolic 
church. Clement of Rome cites the gospel statement 
(Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8) and then asks, "But how 
do we confess him?" The answer is, "By doing what 
he says, and not disregarding his commandments, 
and honoring him not only with our lips, but 'with 
all our heart and all our mind"' (2 Clem. 3:2-4). 
Clement, after citing the words of Matthew 7:21, 
admonishes confession by a list of admirable deeds 
(2 Clem. 4:1). 

Ignatius presents reverse confession, "For if we 
are living until now according to Judaism, we con
fess that we have not received grace" (Magnesians 
8:1). Ignatius speaks of the Docetists who do not 
confess that Jesus was clothed with flesh 
(Smyrnaeans 5.2). Polycarp quotes the saying of the 
Epistle of John (1 John 4:2, 8; 2 John 7) about an 
antichrist, but elaborates, "Whosoever does not con
fess the testimony of the Cross is of the devil." 

Hermas, describing a persecution situation, 
speaks of the problem of denying or confessing and 
ends with the admonition, "I say this to you who are 
hesitating as to denial or confession, Confess that 
you have a Lord, lest you deny him and be delivered 
into prison (Sim. 9.28.4, 7). 

The term confess comes in a time of persecution 
to mean confessing that one is a Christian (Martyr-



dom of Polycarp 6:1). "Polycarp has confessed that 
he is a Christian" (Martyrdom of Polycarp 12:1). 

Justin Martyr in describing induction of persons 
into the church describes those who believe what is 
taught and promise to live accordingly. With fasting 
the candidate asked of God forgiveness of their 
former sins. Mter fasting and prayer the candidate is 
baptized (Apol. 61). Justin does not mention formal 
confession at this time. 

Tertullian said, "When entering the water, we 
make profession of the Christian faith in the words 
of its rule; we bear public testimony that we have 
renounced the devil, his pomp, and his angels" 
(On Shows 4 ). Tertullian further described, "When 
we are going to enter the water, but a little before, 
in. the presence of the congregation and under the 
hand of the president, we solemnly profess that we 
disown the devil, and his pomp, and his angels. 
Hereupon we are thrice immersed, making a some
what ampler pledge than the Lord has appointed in 
the Gospel (The Chaplet 3 ). Elsewhere he mentions, 
"the pledging both Qf the attestation of faith and the 
promise of salvation under 'three witnesses!~" (On 
Baptism 6). 

Threefold immersion was being practiced in 
some circles at the third century. Hippolytus de
scribes a declaration made by the candidate before 
each act. He is asked, "Do you believe in Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God, who was born of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, and was dead· and was buried, and 
rose again the third day, alive from the dead, and as
cended into heaven, and sat at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come to judge the quick and the 
dead?". The candidate answers, ~I believe" (The Ap
ostolic Tradition, 21). 

The confession made in the presence· of many 
witnesses marked one's turning from the world to 
Christ. It was a burning of the bridges, so to speak, 
and rightly done before baptism lest the one baptiz
ing be baptizing unbelievers. Faith is required for 
baptism to be valid (Acts 8:36). "No one speaking by 
the Spirit of God ever says 'Jesus is cursed!' and no 
one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by the Holy Spirit" 
(1 Cor. 12:3 ). Confession binds one to obedience. 
The Lord will confess the name of the one who over
comes before the Father and before his angels (Rev. 
3:5). 
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What We Have Here 
Is a Failure 

to Communicate· 
By Howard R. Horton 

T he title to this little article is from the movie 
(an American movie classic) "Cool Hand 
Luke.,, This nifty little phrase was used by the 

armed commander of the prison camp; and, conse
quently, Paul Newman (as he played his role in the 
film) used the phrase just before he was shot as an 
escaped prisoner. 

Well, so much for the "stroll down memory 
lane." The point is this. If we want to see better 
growth; real growth and not "swelling," everyone of 
us is going to have to embrace, joyfully so, 2 Timo
thy 2:2. Paul writing through inspiration said, "And 
the things which thou hast heard from me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teac~ others also." And, 
herein may lie the problem. 

Every Christian, every single Christian, isn't ful
filling this text; isn?t obeying this clear-cut com
mand. Why? Well it could be because, some haven't 
been "taught." 

Second Timothy 2:2 implies that there has been 
teaching! That there are those who have been 
"taught." However, unless a saint is taught, taught to 
the point of being able to impart that which has been 
taught, then teaching isn't going to get done- not 
on the scale that God intended for it to be done! 

It goes without saying that God l~ft one way on 
this earth by which his kingdom was to grow: Chris
tians teaching others. Now, how we do this teaching, 
the methods used, is pretty much left up to us. ijow
ever, it seems that the "teaching" part of the church 
is being "bumped" out of a priority position, and en
tertainment and other stuff is in front of it. At least, 
to a degree, that is the way it seems to this gospel 
preacher; and, to other preachers and elders as well. 
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Hear The Invitation 
By Jesse Fonville 

The Bible presents to us a number of sad 
scenes, especially as men continue to break 
the loving heart of God. Before the Flood, 

God saw the wickedness of man and was "grieved in 
his heart." 

He was heartbroken with the people that he had 
chosen and called our of Egypt, as they continued to 
go their own ways, ignoring his calls to them to stay 
with him. He finally gave them up. 

In Old Testament rimes, he sent prophets and 
messengers to them, trying to get them to reason 
with him (Isa. 1:18), and give up their wicked ways 
and turn to him. He has always held out his loving 
hands to "a disobedient mtd contrary people," (lsa. 
65 :2; Rom. 10:21). But how do they answer his invi
tation? How do they respond to his love? 

Finally, he sent his beloved Son, who paid a ter
rible price to build a bridge so that "whosoever will" 
may come to the Father, through him. But what did 
our people do to him? They rejected his love; they 
spurned his invitation; they would have none of his 
plan for their future . In fact, they not only rejected 
his tender invitation to "Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" 
they wanted to remove him from their presence and 
memory. So they crucified him. 
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His heart had been broken too many times. "He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not." 
He looked over Jerusalem, wondering why they con
tinued to shun his invitation (Matt. 23:37; Luke 
19:41 ); and he wept over their blindness and uncon
cern. Revelation 3:20 pictures Jesus standing outside 
of Christians, pleading for them to "open the door" 
so that he could get back in their hearts and lives. 

Today, we have church members, with their 
names in some church directory, who are doing the 
same as these above. Some foolishly wait for an invi
tation from the church, or the preacher. Jesus is the 
One who has issued the invitation to come worship, 
to study, to pray, meet with him and remember him: 
"Do this in my memory." See, you have an invitation 
- from him. 2946 Avotzda/e Rd. 

Columbus, GA 31903 

Study every verse of every 
chapter of the Bible in two 
years! Receive up to 60 hours 
college-level transfer credit. 

Brown Trail Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 210667- Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 

Fp 



Without Means? 
By Lindell Mitchell 

It was not surprising when Darryl Tippens went 
publicly awry concerning the Holy Spirit's mode 
of operation. At a Christian Scholars Conference 

he said: "Through spiritual illumination we can tran
scend the hermeneutic circle, still we can 'by faith' 
testify that we have encountered and have experi
enced the Divine, the 'transcendental signified."' 
This view is popular with postmodern Christians. 
They do not honor the inerrancy of the Bible; but 
some source of authority is required. Consequently, 
they claim a direct leading from the Holy Spirit. If 
you object to their efforts to reduce the Lord's 
church to a tepid me-too denomination, they seek 
i.ustification claiming to be led by the Spirit. 

Postmodern change agents are not alone in 
claiming direct leading from the Spirit. Some stal
wart defenders of biblical inerrancy and vigorous 
champions of truth also assert direct intervention 
from the Holy Spirit within their spirits. I say assert, 
because they can provide no proof. No signs, won
ders, or miracles substantiate their assertions. They 
claim to possess a spiritual gift they cannot demon
strate. They and postmodern change agents claim the 
same gift, the same direct intervention by the Holy 
Spirit, yet they teach different doctrines and pursue 
opposing agendas. It is closely parallel to what we 
see in the denominational world. Multitudes of de
nominational partisans claim direct leading from the 
Holy Spirit. Both Jesse Jackson and Pat Robertson 
claim God led them into the political arena. Yet, 
Jackson is a liberal Democrat and Robertson is a con
servative Republican. Life is stranger than fiction! 

I published an article entitled "Strengthened 
Within~' in the December 2001 issue of the Firm 
Foundation. The piece noted God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are all said to dwell 
in and strengthen God's people. The article high
lighted what the Bible says concerning the means of 
operation the Holy Spirit employs in conversion and 
edification. No one who accepts the Bible as God's 
word denies the Holy Spirit dwells in, leads, and 
strengthens God's people. The central question is 
whether he uses means or leads directly. 

Scripture explicitly says the Holy Spirit gives 

faith (Rom. 10:17); enables men to be born again (1 
Pet. 1:23); provides spiritual light (Psa. 119:130); 
provides wisdom (2 Tim. 3:14-15; Psa. 19:7); con
verts (Psa. 19:7a); opens our eyes to truth (Psa. 19:8); 
provides spiritual understanding (Psa. 119:104); en
livens (Psa. 119:50); saves (James 1:21); sanctifies 
(John 17:17); purifies (1 Pet. 1:22); frees from sin 
(Rom. 6 : 17-18); imparts the divine nature (2 Pet. 
1:4 ); fits us for glory (Acts 20:32); strengthens within 
(Psa. 119:28); by means of the word. The passages 
cited could not be clearer. 

Our readers were asked if they were willing to let 
the Bible say what is says; if they were willing to al
low God to accomplish these mighty deeds through 
the word if that suits his purposes? A good friend 
said no! 

He is an honorable man who cared enough to re
spectfully disagree with what I wrote. His thoughtful 
response is appreciated. My brother supplied an ar-

. gument for the direct operation of the Holy Spirit. 
He said it has been published abroad, and no one has 
successfully answered it. The argument is untrue. Be
fore examining the argument, it is presented here: 
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Dired 
1. If the word of God can directly affect the 

human heart, and the Holy Spirit indwells a 
saint's heart in conjunction with the word, and 
the word alone in a heart cannot produce the 
fruit of the Spirit, and the saint must produce 
the fruit of the Spirit THEN the Holy Spirit 
must directly affect a saint's heart. 

2. The word of God can directly affect the hu
man heart (Psa. 119:11; Acts 2:37), and the 
Holy spirit indwells a saint's heart in conjunc
tion with the word (Acts 2:38; 1 Thess. 4:8; 
Eph. 5:17-19; Col. 3:16-17) and the word alone 
in a heart cannot produce the fruit of the Spirit 
Qohn 15:1ff; Rom. 8:9-11; Matt. 7:16-20), and 
the saint must produce the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5 :22-25). 

3. Then the Holy Spirit must directly affect a 
saint's heart. 

This argument is flawed because its contents are 
untrue. Not one proposition offered in support of 
the minor premise is true. The passages cited do not 
support the assertions made in the propositions. The 
exegesis of those passages is flawed, often ignoring 
the immediate and remote contexts of those same 
passages. Consider my brother's argument point by 
point. 

First, he says "The word of God can directly af
fect the human heart (Psa. 119:11; Acts 2:37." This 
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is true provided "directly affect" is properly defined 
(see 1 Cor. 1:21; Rom. 1:16). 

Second, my brother sets forth a series of proposi
tions seeking to support his minor premise each of 
which is wrong. He says, "The Holy Spirit indwells a 
saint's heart in conjunction with the word (Acts 
2:38; 1 Thess. 4:.8; Eph. 5:17-19; Col. 3:16-17)." 
This is incorrect. The Holy Spirit indwells the Chris
tian through the word of God and not in conjunction 
with it as alleged. Acts 2:38 refers to the promises 
and privileges associated with being God's child not 
the person of the very God. It is parallel to Acts 
3:19. It does not speak of a supra-literary operation 
of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Thessalonians 4:8 does not hint ·at the Spirit 
operating in a supra-literary way in conversion and 
edification. In the context, God gave his apostles the 
gift of inspiration. It came through the agency of the 
Spirit that they might know the mind of God. They 
revealed the will of God to men. When men rejected 
the teaching of Spirit-inspired apostles, they rejected 
God not men. This passage does not support the no
tion of a direct supra-literary influence from the 
Holy Spirit. 

Ephesians 5:17-19 does not teach a supra-liter
ary operation of the Spirit in conversion and edifica
tion either. The guiding thought is in v. 18, "Be filled 
with the Spirit" (be "filled" plerousthe, is a second 
person plural present imperative verb). The impera
tive verb is followed by five plural participles which, 
agreeing with the verb also have imperative force. 
These are: speaking (lalountes), singing (adontes), 
making melody (psallontes ), gtvtng thanks 
(eucharistountes), and submitting yourselves 
(hupotassomeni). Paul commands the Ephesians to 
be filled with the Spirit and tells them precisely how 
to do it, "Speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs." There is no direct operation of 
the Holy Spirit here. 

Colossians 3:16 parallels Ephesians 5:18-19 at 
several important points. "Let dwell" is enoikeito, 
third person singular present imperative verb. The 
expression translated "in you" is from en humin sig
nifying "in all of you." Whatever is to be done is to 
be done by all the assembled saints. There are two 
present participles, which share the imperative force 
of the leading verb; they are "teaching and admon
ishing." The word of Christ is to dwell in them 
teaching and admonishing them. There is no direct 
supra-literary action by the Holy Spirit in conjunc
tion with the word in this passage. 



Third, my brother says, "The word alone in a 
heart cannot produce the fruit of the Spirit Uohn 
15:1££; Rom. 8:9-11; Matt. 7:16-20)." This is an un
proven assertion without support from the passages 
cited. 

John 15: 1ff has nothing to do with the indwell
ing or operative mode of the Holy Spirit. The fruit is 
the fruit of evangelism consistent with John 4:34-38. 
Fruit may not in this context be viewed exclusively as 
the manifestation of Christian graces and holy living, 
though this would be included. A more comprehen
sive. meaning is included, namely, producing more 
Christians. Conversions are the fruit Christ had in 
view. One cannot assume every occurrence of "fruit" 
is talking about fruit of the Holy Spirit. Even where 
spiritual fruit is discussed, a determination must be 
made as to whether it is fruit of God's Spirit or of 
man's own spirit. In John 15: 1ff, Jesus notes that dis
ciples abide in him as his words abide in them. They 
produce fruit preaching the words of Christ. It is 
Christ' words that produce the fruit. There is nodi
rect supra-literary action of the Holy Spirit in the 
passage. 

Romans 8:9-11 does not sustain my brother's as
sertion. Paul tells us how to determine whether we 
are fleshly or spiritually minded. One is spiritually 
minded when the Spirit indwells him. I believe in the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit as strongly as my friend 
does. The question is how does the Spirit indwell. 
This passage asserts the fact of the Spirit's indwelling 
and says nothing of the mode and operation of that 
indwelling. My brother neglects the context, which 
says "For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
made me free from the law of sin and death" (Rom. 
8:2). Paul is contrasting a spiritual man with a carnal 
one. The fleshly man is dead because of sin, yet the 
spiritual man is alive because of righteousness. Verse 
11 is an allusion to the Lord's words in John 5:21. 
There speaking of the spiritual resurrection, he says, 
"As the father raiseth and maketh alive the dead, 
even so the Son maketh alive whom he will," namely, 
from the death of sin, as is plain from v. 25. Paul told 
the Romans in v. 10, that by the Spirit of Christ 
dwelling in them, their body was dead with respect 
to sin. Here, lest they fancy death indisposed their 
bodies for works of righteousness, he added, "If the 
Spirit of him who raised up Jesus from the dead 
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dwell in you - He will make even your mortal bod
ies alive," namely to perform works of righteousness. 
Note also - "Through his Spirit who dwells in you." 
Paul told them "sin dwelling in them" (Rom. 7: 17), 
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sistent with Paul in Romans 6:1-6, Colossians 2:8-
13, and Galatians 5:22-25. There is no supra-literary 
direct action of the Holy Spirit in this passage. 

Matthew 7:16-20 does not consider the Spirit's 
indwelling or mode of operation. It is a warning 
flowing naturally out of what immediately precedes 
it. The broad way has its advocates. Christians must 
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recognize them for who they are. They are disguised 
and there is one sure test - their fruits. The proper 
way to heed the admonition is for the sheep to know 
the Shepherd's voice. To do this, they must know his 
word. The remainder of the Sermon on the Mount 
(inspired words) is devoted to things that enable a 
child of God to distinguish true teachers from false 
teachers. The inspired words perform this essential 
service. Note also Jesus says evil persons do some 
good things like providing good things for their chil
dren (7:11}. He does not say aliens are incapable of 
doing any good. If he had, we would be forced to ac
cept the doctrine of total hereditary depravity. Also 
remember that true prophets, favored by a direct in
fluence from the Holy Spirit, sometimes sinned. Pe
ter sinned (Gal. 2:11-14), so did John (1 John 1: 8-
10). To say an alien can do nothing good means he is 
unable, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, to obey 
the gospel. This passage does not sustain my 
brother's assertion. 

Galatians 5:22-25 is the linchpin of my friend's 
theology of the Holy Spirit. Again he assumes what 
must be proved. One cannot assume every time he 
sees the word "fruit" or "spirit" that the Holy Spirit 
is in view. Our wretchedness is the result of allowing 
the flesh to prevail in the struggle between good and 
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evil. Each man is responsible for his own sin - not 
some outside power. If this were not so, we could. 
not justly be held accountable. What is true of 
"works of the flesh" (Gal. 5:19-23) is equally true of 
"the fruit of the spirit." Goodness is not imposed by 
a power outside us. Righteousness arises within as it 
is informed by divine revelation, which is righteous
ness (Psa. 119:172). If "works of the flesh" is human 
flesh, then the "fruit of the spirit" in this context 
must be the human spirit. 

"For the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the 
spirit against the flesh; for these are contrary the one 
to the other; that ye may not do the things that ye 
would" (Gal. 5:17). Human flesh is contrary to hu
man spirit. Flesh would have us do vulgar things but 
human spirit would have us do ethereal things. They 
fight one another. This explains how we may observe 
good traits in people who are dead in sin, and how 
reborn souls show flashes of corruption. The God
given (Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 1:7} unsaved spirit is still the 
child of God (though erring) and hungers for things 
bright and beautiful. The twice-born spirit of the re
deemed lives in a physical body in a fallen world, 
which occasionally surprises him into sinning. 

Everyone wages a war between flesh and spirit 
(Gal. 5: 17). The flesh in this context is human con
trasted with the spirit, which is also human. The 
Holy Spirit is not in view. Human flesh is contrasted 
with human spirit. The struggle is between good and 
evil. Self-control is dominating the flesh by refusing 
to yield to its covetousness allowing the spirit to ex
cel as we give way to its noble yearnings - morality 
or integrity. The direct supra-literary operation is not 
here. 

My brother's argument ends with, "then the 
Holy Spirit must directly affect a saint's heart." The 
conclusion does not follow. The passages cited do 
not sustain his case. 

It must be understood that a direct operation of 
the Spirit is miraculous. The direct work of the Spirit 
means that something immediately happens in the 
material world apart from the normal process of 
natural law. Therefore, there is no such thing as a di
rect non-miraculous work of God. 

The Spirit works on the moral behavior of man 
in an indirect manner through means. This preserves 
the free moral agency of man and upholds God's jus
tice. Through the means of natural law God has 
worked to affect the material world. This work is in
direct. It is not miraculous. However, change occurs. 
In the same manner, God works through medium to 



change the moral behavior of man. 
In the moral realm, God works through moral 

law to affect the moral conduct of man. His work is 
indirect. It is through the medium of inspired words 
that moral change occurs. However, this change is 
not miraculous. Through means of the intelligible 
communication of words, the Spirit directs and leads 
the behavior of submitted men. 

To be more specific, the Spirit operates on the 
heart of the sinner and the saint through the medium 
of revealed truth. Before the New Testament was 
written, the Holy Spirit operated through inspired 
men. Now he operates through his inspired book. 
Even when the Holy Spirit operated miraculously 
through inspired men, he did not operate in conver
sion and edification apart from the word. Miraculous 
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signs and wonders revealed and confirmed the word 
by which sinners were converted and saints were 
edified. 

My brother's argument is flawed. No proposition 
offered in support of the minor premise is true. The 
passages cited do not support the assertions made in 
the propositions. The exegesis of the passages is 
flawed, often ignoring the immediate and remote 
contexts of those same passages. The welfare of the 
church is greatly dependent upon our coming to ad
vocate what the Bible says on the work of the indwell
ing Spirit. Therefore, let us speak where the Bible 
speaks remaining silent where the Bible is silent. 
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(The Crux of the Matter is a book written by three doctors from Abilene Christian University -Jack 
Reese, Jeff Childers, and Doug Foster. The treatise begins with an invitation to a dialogue on the contents of 
the little purple book. We accept the invitation and hope the conversation is profitable. The three professors 
have been invited to join in the discussion, but so far have not seen fit to do so. It is disappointing that these 
men will not say that the initial Bible writing is inerrant. They say it is inspired and reliable, but refuse to say 
the original manuscripts of sacred scripture are incapable of mistakes. There must be some reason for this snub 
of our request to agree that the nautographs'' of the Bible are error free. If thf! !Jible is the very word of very God, 
then it contains no glitches in its original form - because all that God does is very good. This has to be true in 
the very nature of God. That seems axiomatic and undeniable, but still the Abilene trio sidesteps this simple 
and polite request. Wonder why? Wonder why? Let the reader be assured that this point is not trivial, but is 
critical to a right attitude toward God, the Bible, and the church.) 

Crux of the MaHer, Page Five 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 ne twist in the book under review is to reject 
the validity of the complete and adequate 
restoration of the first century church be

cause humans disagree among themselves. The 
theory of the authors of this book is if all people do 
not see the Bible alike then there must be something 
wrong with the Bible - and the notion that the seed 
of the kingdom must produce the kingdom (Luke 
8:11 ). They find fault with the Bible, but should find 
fault with people who pervert Bible teaching. 

Jeff Childers in his introduction to chapter seven 
says that when he was growing up people came to his 
house saying they accepted the Bible is true, and we 
should follow it absolutely. He claims this disturbed 
him because he thought they were stealing our thun
der and singing our song. He did not know what to 
do about it, except to conclude that the churches of 
Christ are wrong - or, at least, that people who 
taught things different from inerrant scripture were 
okay, because (he thought) they were saying the Bible 
is the sole authority in religion. 

Doctor Jeff fails to tell us who these people were. 
In my neck-of-the-woods the people who come 
knocking on doors trying to convert others to their 
sectarian and denominational views are either Mor
mons or Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Jeff didn't know how to answer them and 
jumped to the conclusion that the churches of Christ 
must therefore be wrong and the restoration plea in
valid (See pp. 153-154 in The Crux of the Matter). 

The author admits that this was when he was 
"growing up" (sounds like junior high school) and 
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he was intimidated by false teachers. If Jeff thinks 
the wordplay of proselytizers - especially the _kind 
who comes knocking on your door - is equivalent 
to the magnetic appeal to speak where the Bible 
speaks and be silent· where the Bible is silent and 
thereby restore the ancient order, he has much to 
learn. 

We hope this-is not a ruse used for the purpose of 
trying to scare the unwary, but, if it is, may the un
wary be warned and undaunted. 

We shall not grow weary of reminding Jeff, 
Doug, and Jack that the issue is what does the Bible 
teach on any given subject - and not what 
perverter& of the word of God may say. These men 
seem to have a hard time understanding that humans 
are not the standard - not even saved men - but 
the benchmark is inerrant revelation - and you 
must not mess with that. 

In this same tone the little book says, "Those 
who took positions different from ours had aban
doned the cause and were clearly unfaithful digres
sives and apostates" (p. 131). Christians only were 
known, say they, as "[f]he folks who think they're 
the only ones going to heaven" (p. 134). We saw 
"that not all those who claimed to follow Christ 
were going to come over to our way of thinking" (p. 
135). They refer to "The fact that the Movement it
self suffered a painful division at the turn of the 
twentieth century and another in mid-century" and 
that "led many to conclude that the concepts of res
toration and unity cannot survive together" (p .. 113) 

All of the above is saying that humans are the cri-



teria for determining religious truth. This is the basic 
mistake of the ACU triad. 

The absolute and final authority in religion is the 
Bible. Men are fallible: The Bible is inerrant. Men 
are inadequate. The Bible is sufficient. Mistakes by 
men do not rescind heavenly injunctions. Finding 
fault with some people does not make the Bible ob
solete. 

These professors almost gleefully say, "Look! You 
are divided and therefore you are wrong." 

Granted: when there is division someone is 
wrong. 

Granted: men are sometime divided and should 
not be. 

Granted: People sin. 
But while mortals may be divided, wrong, and 

sinful, the Bible is pure, and its teaching is one, and 
the church is "a glorious church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but ... holy and without 
blemish" (Eph. 5 :27). 

Imperfections in saints do not cause the church 
of the New Testament to be flawed, nor the Bible to 
be inadequate. 

Following this same thread, The Crux of the Mat
ter says, "Churches of Christ came to believe that we 
had completely restored the ancient church" (p. 
135). 

Any attempt at restoration must be measured 
against the divine, unfailing standard - the Holy 
Bible, and not what men may think or claim. 

The book (The Crux of the Matter) is almost dis
dainful in saying, "We were the ones who had a bibli
cal name, a biblical organization, and a biblical 
hermeneutic. We had the right understanding of sal
vation, worship, the Holy Spirit, the millennium, 
Bible Classes, and church cooperation. We were the 
New Testament Church" (p. 23). Later on the writers 
talk about the "marks of a true church," as pressep 
by Alexander Campbell, and identify some of those 
marks as, "immersion for remission of sins, taking 
the Lord's Supper every Sunday, local congregational 
governance by elders, and simple worship with songs 
reflecting scriptural concepts" (p. 111). 

Well, okay, are the things outlined true to the 
Bible? That is the question. If any teaching does not 
have Bible approval, then it should be rejected; if it 
does have Bible authority ... we will be judged by it, 
and our eternal destiny decided by it Qohn 12:48; 
Matt. 7:21-29). We had better get that right. 

In having our dialogue with these good brethren, 
we beseech them to consider these items in the light 

of God-breathed scripture. We can take the teaching 
up, one item at a time and discover what the Bible 
says about such things as (1) the nature and purpose 
of Bible baptism, (2) organization of the church, (3) 
assembly worship - including the place and manner 
of the Lord's Supper, ( 4) private worship, (5) sacri
fice, (6) music in praise of God, (7) scriptural name 
for the church, (8) the Holy Spirit, and (9) the mil
lennium (which are the items these men name). 

We are also willing to discuss judgementalism 
and relativism, which may be, in this exchange and 
in our age, more pertinent subjects, though they are 
not specified in the book under review, ) tlthough 
they are implied. 

Let me assure you that we are not loath to dis
cuss any of these matters, anywhere, anytime. 

It would even be a possibility for us to open the 
pages of the Firm Foundation to such an investiga
tion. If these good men from Abilene are willing to 
enter unto a reasonable agreement about the discus
sion, we are able and willing to accommodate the 
study. 

We sincerely believe that this would be more 
helpful to the brotherhood generally, than writing 
many books presenting only one side of the discus
sion - and calling that dialogue. 

Our readers understand we are not antagonistic 
toward the professors but are only attempting to en
courage Bible study and accommodate their request 
for "dialogue in the churches" and not just "conver
sation in academic circles." 

The ball is in their court. 
P. 0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 

• 2,600-plus class hours 

• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 

• Qualified faculty 

Director 
E~uelB.Daugberiy . . . 

Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 
Fourth & Willard Streets 

P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 
(304) 845-8001 

!); 

April 2002 21 
Ftrm Foundation 



(So now they want us to believe that rape and murder are simpiy products of evolution. I truly hope people 
can see through this garbage that they are now putting before us -Brad) 

The Psychology of Man 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

As medical dictionaries grow with newly recog
nized syndromes and diseases, our society 
routinely turns to science for an explanation. 

Individuals want to know what causes certain behav
iors, and how we can protect ourselves from becom
ing the next medical statistic. Researchers have upheld 
their end of the bargain, and have supplied society 
with new theories regarding the health, personalities, 
learning, perception, and motivation of humans. 

Aside from maybe common laboratory rodents, 
human beings are the most studied and analyzed 
creatures on this planet. Psychology departments all 
across America have experienced a surge in enroll
ment as students seek to study human behavior and 
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development. However, this sudden wave of interest 
in the "psychology of man" has left horrible conse
quences in its wake. As our desire for knowledge has 
increased, the words of Almighty God have, for 
many people, become empty phrases that no longer 
hold any value. We have forgotten that "the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Psalm 
111 : 10). Instead, freshman psychology classes are 
filled with young minds that learn the theories of 
Freud and Pavlov. 

In an effort to learn the psychology of man, these 
young people are memorizing the pages of textbooks 
written by highly acclaimed scholars in the field, ex
perts in a discipline that claims to be able to explain 
why men act the way they do. I would suggest, how
ever, that if people truly desired to learn about the 
thoughts and intentions of men, they should medi
tate on and study the Bible. What better author to 
tell us about the mind and how it works than the 
One who created it in the first place? The Old Testa
ment is replete with examples of the actions and 
thoughts of men. However, the Bible now has be
come the object of ridicule and scorn as men set new 
parameters for what they consider true "wisdom." 

In an effort to teach and pass along the latest 
knowledge about the psychology of man, a new dis
cipline now is being taught in many universities, a 
discipline formed specifically to combat the notion 
of God. 

When college freshmen peruse course catalogs, 
they find courses such as evolutionary psychology or 
sociobiology. Regardless of the name used to de
scribe the class, the goal is still the same to explain 
human behavior in Darwinian/evolutionary terms 
and remove any biblical implications. College stu
dents currently sit at the feet of professors who at
tempt to address using evolutionary presuppositions 
why humans rape, murder, and commit adultery. 

On March 16, 2001, a biology professor of the 
University of New Mexico, Randy Thornhill, deliv
ered a lecture at Simon Fraser University at Harbor 



Center, in Vancouver. His transcript stated, "Rape is 
evolutionary, biological, and natural." He further ar
gued "rape itself is an adaptation, a product of direct 
selection for rape in the past. Our male ancestors be
came ancestors in part because they conditionally 
used rape" (Thornhill, 2001). In his new book, A 
Natural History of Rape (coauthored by Craig T. 
Palmer), Thornhill characterized rape as an "adap
tive reproductive strategy." The authors contend that 
rape is a sexual act that has its origins in what could 
be called the "Darwinist imperative" i.e., the desire 
to reproduce and pass on one's genes. 

This newfound "wisdom" regarding man and his 
ancestry also has been used to explain away the hid
eous actions of murder. In a now-famous (or infa
mous) article in the New York Times Magazine, MIT 
professor of psychology Steven Pinker argued that 
society should not treat mothers who kill their new
born children the same way it treats those who kill 
older children and adults. 

That's because, in Pinker's estimation, women 
who murder their newborn babies may not be mad 
or evil, but unconsciously obeying primeval instincts 
to sacrifice their children for the good of the tribe 
(1997). Charles Darwin declared: "There is no fun
damental difference between man and the higher 
mammals in their mental faculties" (Darwin, 1898). 
And so now professors expound that murder, rape, 
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and adultery are "natural responses" to our ancient 
evolutionary heritage. 

Have we forgotten how to reason? If we allow 
these ludicrous seeds to be planted in the hearts of 
men, then responsibility for every abominable act 
will soon fall to our alleged animal ancestry. Accord
ing to this new line of thinking, the psychology of 
man can be understood only by looking to the ani
mal kingdom, for it is there, according to evolution
ists, that we have acquired all of our traits. A lion is 
not plagued by guilt after killing a gazelle's infant 
offspring for its noon meal. A dog does not experi
ence remorse after stealing a bone from one of its 
peers. Without God there is no moral right or 
wrong. The psalmist penned these words: "The fool 
hath said in his heart, there is no God. They are cor
rupt, they have done abominable works, there is 
none that doeth good" (Psa. 14:1}. 

Should we seek wisdom? Most assurediy but wis
dom from God, not this foolish and pathetic compo
sition of theories proposed by men. James told us: 
"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God" 
Uames 1 :5}. "Wisdom is before him that hath under
standing; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the 
earth" (Prov. 17:24). Our knowledge and under
standing of the psychology of man should come from 
God, who has set forth what is righ .: and wrong. God 
himself is the unchanging standard of moral law. The 
psalmist recognized this and petitioned God when he 
stated: "Thou art good, and doest good; teach me 
thy statutes" (Psa. 119:68). His perfectly holy nature 
is the ground or basis upon which "right" and 
"wrong," "good" and "evil" are determined. Neither 
evolution-based sociobiology nor humanistic-based 
psychology can explain the true nature of man. Only 
God's word can do that. 
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Potpourri •.. 
W e are not going to spend a lot of space on 

introducing the column this month- you 
already know what to expect. So, we will 

get right to the brass tacks. 

Ten Commandments 
~lBIRMINGHAM, Ala. -Alabama could be in 

for a long legal fight over the Ten Commandments, 
but supporters say they'll foot the bill all the way 
through to the Supreme Court if they have to. 

A constitutional amendment allowing the Ten 
Commandments to be posted on all state property, 
including schools is expected to pass the state House 
of Representatives later in the current session. The 
state Senate already passed it with a 26-0 vote. 

The state is a long way from entering a court 
battle to post the commandments, but nearly every
one involved, including opponents, sees an inevi
table fight in court. 

"We anticipate a court challenge, and we are pre
pared to go to court," said state Rep. DuWayne 
Bridges, sponsor of the bill in the House. 

David Langum, president of the Alabama chapter 
of the American Civil Liberties Union, called the 
amendment "the kind of meaningless symbolism Ala
bamians love a great deal because the politicians 
keep giving it to them." 

Under the Alabama amendment, the command
ments could be displayed without any other docu
ments around them, something that makes it more 
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vulnerable to a challenge, experts say. But any legal 
fight concerning the amendment would have to start 
after a school posted the commandments (Taylor 
Bright, Scripps Howard News Service). 

Trust In Whom? 
<il RICHMOND, Va. - A bill requiring Virginia's 

public schools to post signs reading "In God We 
Trust" has been approved by the state Senate. 

The legislation passed 30-10 on Tuesday, and a 
similar bill has passed the state's House of Delegates. 
The two houses still need to consider each other's 
bills. 

The measure's sponsor, Sen. Nick Rerras, said the 
national motto offers a much-needed expression of 
hope in an era of terrorism and weakening moral val
ues. 

Senate Leader Richard L. Saslaw was the only 
senator who spoke against the Virginia bill, saying it 
trivialized the word "God." He said the moral de
cline Rerras described has occurred largely in the 
years since Congress made "In God We Trust" the 
national motto in 1956. The motto's inclusion on 
coins and currency hasn't helped, he said. 

"It is on the back of all of our currency - not the 
front, the back of our currency," Saslaw said. "If you 
think this promotes either some type of good con
duct or patriotism or whatever, keep in mind people 
will pull a gun out of their pocket and kill to get their 
hands on this piece of paper, so it does no such 
thing." 

Virginia is not the only state moving to display 
the motto in its schools. 

A Mississippi state law that took effect July 1 re
quires "In God We Trust" to be posted in every pub
lic classroom, cafeteria and gym. The slogan must be 
"on an appropriately framed background" of at least 
11 by 14 inches. 

Florida's House Council on Lifelong Learning 
last week unanimously passed a bill that would re
quire school superintendents to allow an "In God We 
Trust" motto to hang prominently in schools. 

And in Indiana, legislation to put the motto in 
60,000 classrooms statewide passed the state Senate 
last week. It now advances to the House for consid
eration (Associated Press). 

; 



lecfllres 
OFifty-Eighth Annual Carolina Lectures will be 

April 7-11, 2002; Theme: "People of the Book" 
Keynote Speakers: Mack Lyon, Neal Pollard, Mel 
Sapp, David Pharr; The program will be presented 
at the Cary Church of Christ, 6640 Tryon Rd., Cary, 
NC. (919) 854-9988, from Jeff Essie. http:// 
www.carychurchofchrist.org/carolinalectures/ 

Islam 
0 In the Hadith (a holy book of Islam, equal to 

the Quo'ran), in a chapter called, Prayer Service, 
There is the following rule: 

Abu Hurairah reported that the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) 
said: 'I swear by Him in Whose hand is my soul, 
I had almost determined that I should order that 
wood should be collected, then I should order 
that a call should be sounded for prayer, then I 
should order a man that he should lead the 
prayer, then I should go to the people who have 
absented themselves and burn their houses on 
them.' (The footnote says: Th~ words are meant 
simply to lay stress on the point that Muslims 
should try their best to join the congregational 
prayer.) 

love Jour Enemies 
OThe Hadith also contains some instructions to 

Muslims about how to treat Jesus, the son of Mary, 
but also the Son of God. This is in Sura 26: 

jet ishah [a wife of Muhammad] reported that 
the Messenger of Allah, (peace and blessings of 
Allah be on him) used to say to his prayers: '0 
Allah! I seek refuge in Thee from the punish
ment of the grave, and I seek ·refuge in Thee 
from the .tribulation of al-Masih al-Dajjal (the 
Anti-Christ), and I seek refuge in Thee from the 
trials of life and the trials of death; 0 Allah! I 
seek refuge in Thee from sins and from being in 
debt. 

(The footnote says:) Al-Masih is the Arabic 
word for the Messiah or the Christ, and al
Dajjal (from dajl meaning covering of truth with 
falsehood) is the Anti-Christ, so called 'because 
he will cover the earth with his adherents,' or 
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'because of his lying in arrogating to himself 
godship', or 'because he will traverse most of the 
regions of earth,' or 'because he will cover man
kind with his infidelity', or 'because he will 
cover the truth with falsehood,' or 'because he 
will involve them in confusion or doubt by false
hood or will manifest the contrary of what he. 
conceals,' or from dajjal, signifying gold or 
gold-wash for gilding, 'because treasures will 
follow him wherever he goes,' or from dajjala, 
signifying a great company of men journeying 
together covering the ground by their multitude 
or carrying goods for traffic. 

The tribulation of the Anti-Christ is spoken of 
as the greatest tribulation that has appeared in 
the world, and it is stated in hadith that the first 
and the last ten verses of the chapter entitled 
Kahf (ch. 18) afford a protection from it: 'He 
who remembers the first ten verses of the chap
ter entitled The Cave [Quo'ran] is protected 
from the tribulation of the Dajjal' (A.D. 36:14; 
Tr. 31:59; IM. 36:33; Ah. VI. 446). Now the 
verses referred to speak of the Christian doc
trine, and therefore there is not the least doubt 
that the tribulation of the Dajjal means the 
tribulation of the Christian and materialistic 
civilization with which we are faced in these 
days, and the name Anti-Christ given to it is due 
to the fact that it is opposed to the true teaching 
of Christ, who never taught the doctrines of 
Sonship and Atonement. 

. DiHerent? 
OAngry parents are suing a California school dis

trict for "authorizing pro-homosexual presentations" 
to be shown to elementary school pupils as young as 
eight. 
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The parents say school employees forced the kids 
to attend the play "Cootie Shots," even though the 
parents had signed opt-out forms to prevent their 
children from being exposed to sexually oriented 
discussions. 

The play was performed last year at two elemen
tary schools that are part of the Novato Unified 
School District in California's Marin County. 

Fringe Benefits, a group describing itself as a 
"coalition of theater activists dedicated to building 
bridges between gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender youth and their straight peers, teachers, 
and parents," presented "Cootie Shots" on Feb. 26, 
2001, at Pleasant Valley Elementary School and on 
Mar. 2, 2001, at San Ramon Elementary School. The 
audience was third, fourth and fifth graders. 

"Cootie Shots," also the title of a book, refers to 
the schoolyard taunt that children use to brag that 
they have been inoculated against the "cooties" of 
other children who might be different from them in 
some way. The book is meant to "promote tolerance 
and celebrate diversity," according to its authors, 
Norma Bowles and Mark E. Rosenthal. 

The Novato School District Diversity Program 
has similar objectives. 

"The [Novato Unified School] District's goal is 
to make sure that children feel safe in school and 
part of that feeling of security comes from knowing 
that unkind things will not be said to you or about 
you by other children or adults," according to a 
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statement from the minutes of a March 20, 2001 
school district meeting. 

However, Brad Dacus, spokesman for Pacific Jus
tice Institute, a non-profit legal defense organization 
representing the eight parents in the lawsuit, said 
the play contained "homosexual overtures" that led 
children to believe that homosexuality is acceptable 
and that those who don't approve are "hate-filled 
bigots." 

Despite the opt-out forms the parents had signed 
and returned to the schools to exclude their children · 
from programs such as "Cootie Shots," Dacus said 
that no students were excluded and that school staff 
members ended up telling the parents that many of 
the opt-out forms had gotten lost. 

Dianne Pavia, a spokeswoman for Novato Uni
fied School District, was unable to comment about 
the lost forms. Nor would she comment on specifics 
of the play, because of the lawsuit, except to say that 
it was not meant to advance any agenda other than 
the safety of children. 

The assembly's purpose was to "work with kids 
around the issue of bullying, name-calling, and ha
rassing of all kinds," Pavia said. These issues are a 
"national concern for all parents" and the school dis
trict is dedicated to making their schools "as safe a 
place as possible for all students." 

Especially for teens 
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$7.95 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 



Undermining Parents' Rights 
Dacus insists that the core issue is parental rights and 
that his clients' rights under the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution were violated. 

"This lawsuit is the first in a major litigation 
campaign to combat school districts who attempt to 
undermine the statutory and constitutional rights of 
parents," Dacus said. "We intend to aggressively sue 
every school district that similarly violates the rights 
of parents." 

The parents seek unspecified financial damages 
in their lawsuit, plus a permanent injunction to pre
vent programs such as "Cootie Shots" from being 
shown to students in the future without parental no
tification and written consent, Dacus said. 

Whenever "irreconcilable damage has been done 
to children," Dacus said, Pacific Justice Institute will 
make it as costly and painful as possible for offend
ing schools. Dacus said his organization wanted 
schools to know that there's a "high price to be paid" 
for ignoring parental rights. 

One skit in the play that angered the parents was 
"The Parable of the Stimples," during which a group 
of "funny noise-making people" are ridiculed. The 
script states, "But the big problem was that everyone 
was taught that · making funny noises was bad! 
Wrong! Something to be afraid of!" 

During the play, Stimple Gilbert is sent to the 
principal's office after making a funny noise, only to 
discover that the principal himself is a secret noise
maker. 

When Gilbert's parents discover that Gilbert is a 
noisemaker, they react with embarrassment. They 
tell Gilbert not to make the noise so that he can be 
"normal like them." Soon, Gilbert discovers that 
people are "afraid" of the noise. · 

At that point, the narrator encourages the audi
ence to save Gilbert by making a loud noise them
selves. 

"Make a noise for Gilbert!" the narrator says. 
~Make a noise for all of the Stimples in the world" 
(Reprinted from NewsMax.com, Dawn Rizzoni, 
~SNews.com). 

Pus6iag Homosexuality 
: 0 In part one of this series on William McGowan's 

book Coloring the News, NewsMax.com reported on 
how, in the name of "diversity," American journalism 
manipulates the news concerning racial matters. We 
now show how, and why, a political agenda has dam
aged honest coverage of homosexual issues. 

Four decades ago, media coverage of homosexu
ality was universally hostile. McGowan recalls Time 
magazine's description of homosexuality as a "pa
thetic little second-rate substitute for reality, a piti~ 
able flight from life" deserving "no encouragement, 
no glamorization, no rationalization, no fake status 
as minority martyrdom, no sophistry about simple 
differences in taste, and above all no pretence that it 
is anything but a pernicious sickness." 

Straight News quoted Mike Wallace as calling the 
average homosexual "promiscuous" and "not inter
ested in or capable of a lasting relationship like that of 
a heterosexual marriage." In 197 4 the Los Angeles 
Times referred to homosexuals as "fags" on its front 
page. 

McGowan notes that as late as the 1980s their 
editors mistreated homosexual reporters. 

~reetf-!JlartfemanLectures 1976 
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How times have changed. Big Media's commit
ment to increase the number of homosexual report
ers and editors has succeeded to the point where at 
the New York Times alone, according to McGowan, 
"three of the [newspaper's] top political reporters, 
an advertising columnist, theater critic, film critic, 
architecture critic and classical music critic are all 
openly gay, along with the page-one picture editor 
and the top editor of its Sunday magazine .... 

"But the notion that the presence of more openly 
gay reporters in the newsroom has translated into 
more and better coverage of gay issue, is, I think, 
without foundation." 

McGowan explains that the presence of homo
sexuals in the newsroom has "intensified the atten
tion given to incidents where gays have been the vic
tims of homophobia." He cites the widely publicized 
case of Matthew Shepard, the gay Wyoming youth 
who "was lured from a bar by two thugs in the fall of 
1998 beaten unconscious and left to die, tied to a 

' fence post in sub-freezing temperatures." 
"The implicit assumption of the coverage was 

that Shepard had fallen victim to the often invisible 
but always sinist~r homophobia embedded deeply in 
American society, a pathology that could only be 
cured by hate crimes legislation." 

Frank Rich Blames Shepard Murder on Trent LoH 

The Times' Frank Rich typified the hysterical reac
tion of pro-gay liberal columnists. He described the 
killing as an outrage "that happened against the 
backdrop of a campaign in which the far right, abet
ted by political leaders like Trent Lott, was demoniz-
ing gay people as sick and sinful." . 

Compare the avalanche of press coverage given 
to the Shepard case with the coverage concerning the 
murder of 13-year-old Jesse Dirkhising and the trial 
of two homosexual neighbors who killed him. Com
menting on the scanty coverage of that case, 
McGowan notes "when homosexuals are the perpe
trators of violence instead of the victims the sense of 
moral urgency seems to vanish." . . 

The details of the Dirkhising case were mcredibly 
gruesome, involving the very worst kind of homo
sexual behaviors - the boy was tied to a bed, had un
derwear shoved into his mouth, which was also cov
ered with duct tape. ''As one man stood in a doorway 
and masturbated, the other raped the boy for hours, 
using a variety of foreign objects, i~cluding food," 
McGowan reports. He was left to die slowly of suf
focation. 
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Yet the coverage given to the case, compared with 
that given the Shepard murder, which was far less bru
tal and had no sexual overtones, was minuscule. 

Leftist Media Cover Up Dirkhising Murder 

McGowan did a Nexus search and learned that the 
Shepard case generated a massive 3,007 stories. ''And 
when the case finally went to trial ... it was all over 
the broadcast news, received front-page coverage in 
all major newspapers, and was featured on the cover 
of Time magazine. (In all, the New York Times ran 
195 stories about the case.)" 

"In the month after the Dirkhising murder, how
ever, Nexus recorded only 46 stories. The New York 
Times and the Los Angeles Times, CNN, ABC, CBC, 
and NBC ignored the story altogether and continued 
to do so through the March 2001 trial of one of the 
murderers which resulted in a conviction. (The other 
assailant later pled guilty)." 

McGowan notes that the Washington Post ran 
"but one tiny AP item about the case, along with an 
unusual ombudsman's defensive explanation of the 
paper's decision not to cover the case." 

While most of the major media found all sorts of 
excuses for their failure to cover the Dirkhising case 
when they had gone to extremes covering and over 
covering the Shepard killing, the fact remains that, as 
McGowan puts it, the Dirkhising murder was simply 
"too hot to handle because it raised the explosive is
sue of gay pedophilia and because it threatened the 
sanctity 0f the gays-as-victims script which as at
tained the status of holy writ in the media." 

lfllllfT~llll. 
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Homosexuali9' 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest rese~rch, refuting ~he 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuahty and assessmg 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexu
als have gained. 0-8010-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 

$19.99 



One Brave Voice Explains the Hypocrisy 
He sums up by quoting the surprisingly candid An
drew Sullivan - an openly gay columnist for the lib
eral New Republic. Wrote Sullivan: 

The Shepard case was hyped for political rea
sons: to build support for inclusion of homo
sexuals in a federal hate crimes law. The 
Dirkhising case was ignored for political rea
sons: squeamishness about reporting a story that 
could feed anti-gay prejudice and the lack of any 
pending legislation to hang a story on .... Some 
deaths - if they affect a politically pro tected 
class - are worth more than others. Other 
deaths, those that do not fit a politically correct 
profile, are left to oblivion. 

It is more than mere "coloring of the news." It is 
outright dishonesty - propaganda disguised as re
porting. And McGowan cites countless other in
stances where the pursuit of so-called "diversity" has 
turned journalists into mouthpieces for the homo
sexual agenda. 

Textbook Calls Jews Illiterates 
®A Los Angeles public schools textbook on the 

Muslim religion was yanked this week after it was 
discovered that the book's forward describes Jews as 
"illiterates who reject knowledge." 

"Nearly 300 copies of the book, 'The Meaning of 
the Holy Quran,' donated by the Omar Ibn AI Khattab 
Foundation, were removed on Tuesday for further 
review," the Associated Press reported Thursday. -

Despite the anti-Semitic slur, Los Angeles school 
district official Jim Konantz suggested the book's re
moval may not be permanent. "We're going to talk 
to the foundation members and determine exactly 
why the commentary's there and whether there is re
search to support it,'' he told the AP. 

News of the offensive Muslim public school 
book follows complaints last month that a school 
district in Contra Costa, Calif., was indoctrinating 
students in Muslim extremism. 

A lesson plan for Byron's Excelsior Middle 
School suggested that students adopt Muslim names, 
wear Muslim clothes and play their own "jihad" dice 
games (NewsMax.com). 

Missing Baby 
®ATTLEBORO, Mass.- Two members of a reli

gious sect that rejects modern medicine were jailed 
Tuesday after refusing to cooperate with authorities 
investigating their missing baby. 

If ordering several books, call for shipping cost. 
Toll free (888) 367-6216 

Juvenile Court Judge Kenneth Nasi£ said he was 
not convinced that Rebecca Comeau had a miscar
riage last fall, as she claimed. He told her and David 
Comeau they had to bring their child to court on 
Feb. 14 or reveal the burial site. The two were led 
away in handcuffs. 

State child welfare officials say they believe there 
was a child, and it may have been harmed because of 
the Corneaus' religious practices. The couple be
longs to a sect called "The Body," which advocates 
faith healing over modern medicine. 

Another child of the couple died at birth in 1999 
and was buried in the Maine wilderness along with 
the body of another sect family child that authorities 
say was starved to death. 
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Monnons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
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The state already has taken custody of the 
Corneaus' four other children. 

Until Tuesday, the Corneaus had refused to ac
knowledge there was a baby. But Rebecca Corneau's 
attorney told the judge his client was willing to tes
tify about the miscarriage and insisted there was "no 
live baby Corneau." 

Rebecca Corneau miscarried in November at a 
friend's house in Massachusetts, according to her 
lawyer. The couple said they did not know if the mis
carried fetus was male or female. 

They refused to say if or where the remains were 
buried, and the judge rejected the argument. 

"The limited testimony or evidence I heard that a 
miscarriage occurred did not convince me that one 
did," Nasi£ said. 

!freetf-!J{artfeman£ectures 1980 

Eternal Truths 
This book contains articles by such notable men as 
George Bailey, V. P. Black, Franklin Camp, Clarence 
Dailey, Bill Flatt, Roy Hearn, G. P. Holt, Cleon Lyles, 
Hugo McCord, Jim Bill Mclnteer, Billy Smith, John 
Stevens, and Clyde Woods. There are more than 30 
additional authors (all of whom gave their best effort to 
the writing of the manuscripts in this excellent book). 
There are 46 lessons. The research is superb. The 
product is enduring. 
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Jesus is Lord 
Lessons for Life 
The Bible and Mental Health 
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Wisdom of God- an Eternal Truth 
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Sunshine in My Soul 
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Our Greatest Gift 
The Occult 
Astrology 
The New Testament Plea 
Why I Am a Member of the Church of Christ 
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Carol Yelverton, a ·spokeswoman for the Depart
ment of Social Services, said before Nasif's decision 
that authorities were trying to determine 1f the 
Corneaus' claims were true. 

"At this point we don't know if this was a miscar
riage or if the baby was born," she said. "Our con
cern would be that Rebecca Corneau had a live birth 
and that because of a lack of medical care the baby 
died." 

"If indeed Mrs. Corneau has had a miscarriage, 
our sympathy goes out to the family," she said (Asso
ciated Press). 

Seent of 11 Woman 

0 Feb. 4, 2002 - Guys never seem to smell any
thing, do they? Yet women seem to detect even the 
slightest whiff of something bad or good. Well, re
cent research shows that it's not all in your head. It 
seems that, in their childbearing years, women are 
able to detect certain odors in surprisingly small 
doses. Men can't do it, and neither can children or 
older women. 

This heightened sense of smell - observed only 
in women during their fertile years - may have 
evolved to help women recognize kin, select mates, 
and bond with their children, says lead author 
Pamela Dalton, Ph.D., a researcher at Monell 
Chemical Senses Center in Philadelphia. 

Her paper appears in the current issue of Nature 
Neuroscience. 

For our ancestral mothers, that sensitive nose 
likely came in handy, too, when women were forag
ing for food - helping them sniff out the nutritional 
food and avoid toxic plants, says Dalton. 

Today, this sensitivity might account for the 
greater prevalence of odor-related environmental 
complaints among women, including sick building 
and chemical intolerance syndromes, Dalton says in 
a press release. 

Dalton made her discovery serendipitously, while 
studying odor and taste recognition. She noticed that 
in multiple tests, women were able to detect the 
cherry-almond smell of benzaldehyde and a few 
other odors at progressively lower concentrations. 

She also found that women's sensitivity was spe
cific to only certain odors. 

Men never improved in their ability to detect 

We have a large seledion of Bibles. 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



odors. Neither did young girls or women past meno
pause. 

"Female sex hormones may be necessary for the 
development of this increased sensitivity to familiar 
odors," says Dalton. 

Signs of the Times 
G MIAMI - A voter fraud conviction against a 

former city commissioner should be nullified because 
the defendant's lawyer was having an affair with his 
client's wife, a federal magistrate said (Associated 
Press). 

Politically Correct Bibles 
O"Dishonest and grossly unfair," snapped Paige 

Patterson of Southeastern Baptist Seminary in Wake 
Forest, N.C. ''A retrograde move" based on a "pass
ing modern fad," sighed renowned Anglican theolo
gian J.I. Packer. "Toys with translation methodology 
for the sake of political correctness," said Jan1es 
Dobson, the Focus on the Family president known 
for his books and radio show. 

Patterson, Packer, Dobson and dozens of other 
evangelical leaders were responding to a Jan. 28 an
nouncement by the International Bible Society. The 
venerable IBS said it was moving speedily to publish 

Interested in spreading
the Word? 

-Proven Successful-
357 "requests" 

for Bible correspondence course 

-Very Economical
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by Mail 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers . 

••• 
This highly successful method of spreading the 

gospel was started by the 
Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • Aprll 1999 

••• 
For free details contact 

Lloyd Ellison 
P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 

email: lloydell@tbns.net 

a revision of the most-used Bible in the United 
States, the New International Version, which will re
duce the presence of words such as "he" and "man" 
that feminists find objectionable. 

The revision will be called Today's New Interna
tional Version, and as experts in Greek combed 
through the hundreds of changes that IBS and its 
partner, Zondervan Publishing House, are making,. 
they found political correctness overcoming a rever
ence for the New Testament and Christ Himself. 
(The Old Testament translation is still several years 
away.) 

For example, the New Testament book of He
brews points out (in the NIV translation) that Jesus 
"had to be made like his brothers in every way, in or
der that he might become a merciful and faithful 
high priest." The TNIV reads, "For this reason he 
had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every 
way, in order that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest." 

Wayne Grudem, seminary professor and past 
president of the Evangelical Theological Society, 
asks, "Did Jesus have to become like a sister 'in every 
way'? ... This text does not quite proclaim an an
drogynous Jesus, but it comes close." 

Sometimes the retranslation result is ugly, ludi
crous or both. The NIV's Gospel according to Mark 

· includes the famous, "'Come, follow me,' Jesus said, 
'and I will make you fishers of men."' The TNIV 
makes the apostles seem like slave traders: "'Come, 
follow me,' Jesus said, 'and I will send you out to 
catch people.'" 

Western, Bible-based culture emphasizes indi
vidual reward for endurance under trial, and not 

BEDSIDE 
MANNERS Bedside 

Manners 
by Katie Maxwell 

A trained hospital counselor provides a short course 
of practical 11dos and don'ts" for visiting the sick, 
listing support organizations, resources, and appro
priate scriptures to use. o-801 Q-6265-9 pb, 112 pgs . 
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merely group identity. But to rid the Bible of the ge
neric "he," the TNIV often turns singulars into plu
rals. The Epistle of J ames in the NIV, for example, 
reads, "Blessed is the man who perseveres under 
trial, because when he has stood the test, he will re
ceive the crown of life ... " But the TNIV verse reads, 
"Blessed are those who persevere under trial, be
cause when they have stood the test, they will receive 
the crown of life." 

The sense of betrayal among many evangelicals 
was heightened by memory of an agreement five years 
ago. In 1997, IBS and its partner, Zondervan Publish
ing House, were planning to bring out a feminist ver
sion, but opposition among evangelicals forced them 
to pledge to stick to non-ideological guidelines. Now 
the publishers are breaking that agreement. 

The funny-sad thing is that these changes won't 
soothe ardent feminists. Detroit Free Press columnist 
Desiree Cooper wrote: "I'd argue that the IBS isn't 
going far enough. Even as they are changing 'broth
ers' to 'brothers and sisters,' one thing will remain 
the same: God will still be a 'He.' Wait a few years, 
Ms. Cooper, and your wish may be granted. 

Will this new translation fly? There's a lot of 
marketing muscle behind it; Zondervan is part of 
Harper Collins, which in turn is part of the Rupert 
Murdoch Empire. And, as President R. Albert 
Mohler Jr. of Southern Baptist Seminary in Louis
ville, Ky., said, "They are counting on concerned 
evangelicals to have short memories." 

But the TNIV also has powerful opponents. No 
one is authorized to treat the Bible like silly putty," 

Dinosaurs and Creation 
by Donald B. DeYoung~ 

Dr. DeYoung is the former editor of the Creation 
Research Society Quarterly, and is no newcomer 
to the study of dinosaurs. He tackles - from a 
creationist perspective -the most commonly asked 
questions concerning dinosaurs in a way that pro-
vides accurate answers for both children and adults. 
The question-and-answer format, concise glos-
sary, and easy-to-use indexes combine to create a 
book useful for teachers, home-schooling parents, 
preachers, or anyone else interested in this !asci-
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said William Merrell of the Southern Baptist Con
vention executive committee. Merrell noted that the 
Bible's integrity is "threatened by intrusion of hyper
sensitivity and political correctness. You cannot ap
ply the changing cultural mores to determine what 
the word of God says" (Marvin Olasky, editor of 
World magazine, townhall.com. Many thanks to Vir
gil Dugan for fornrarding this to us). 

Peace, Peace When There Is No Peace 
@ Wahhabism - radical fundamentalist Islam -

is the established creed of Saudi Arabia. It is intoler
ant and totalitarian, and its influence is felt across 
Saudi society. ''Anti-Western and Extremist Views 
Pervade Saudi Schools,'' read the headline on a New 
York Times report last fall. And not only schools: Is
lamic supremacism and loathing of "infidels" perme
ates the mosques, many government ministries, and 
much of the media. 

Stupid Is As Stupid Does 

!91 Probably because the courts of America have 
rendered some silly judgments manufacturers have 
come up with some wacky warnings: 

"Caution - Risk of Fire" on a fireplace log. 
"Do not use soft wax as ear plugs" on a box of 

birthday candles. 

The Great Dinosaur Mystery (ages 6·12) 

by Paul S. Taylor 
Introduce your children to dinosaurs from a biblical 
perspective. Contains excellent color pictures from cover 
to cover. Teaches the place of dinosaurs in the Creation, 
the flood, and the history of world since the Flood. Highly 
recommended. hardback, 63 pgs. 

$14.95 
$3.00 shipping and handling • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

The Apologetics Press _. 
Dinosaur Coloring Book (ages 4·8) 

Each page contains a brief caption and simple, but bold 
original drawings. Details about the dinosaurs are. 
included. Also included are mazes, searches for hidden 
creatures, dot-to-dot, and matching activities. Teaches 
the truth abut the coexistence on Earth of humans and 
dinosaurs. pb, 34 pgs. 

$2.00/ea. 
$1.25 shipping and handling 
If ordering multiple copies, 
add .25 shipping for each book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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"When operating the selector dial with your eye 
to the viewfinder, care should be taken not to put 
your finger in your eye" on a camera. 

"Do not use the Ultradisc2000 as a projectile in a 
catapult" on a CD player. 

Caution 

OSenator Hillary Rodham Clinton of New York 
protested the Federal Government's distribution of 
Federal Funds for victims of 9/11 lacks specifics for 
"same-sex-partners of victims." She also claimed the 
rules do n9t protect "the families of undocumented 
workers," who could be deported when they apply 
for benefits. 

Clones 
OThe National Academy of Sciences has con

cluded that creating human clones is unsafe and 
should be outlawed. However the NAS would per
mit cloning from human embryos for the purpose of 
conducting research on possible cures for disease 
(Cal Thomas, World magazine, Feb. 2, 2002). 

Hodgepodge 
OA Hong Kong man was sentenced to 2 years in 

prison for smuggling thousands of Bibles into China 
(Chicago Tribune, 1-29-01, via Earl Davis). 

OCatholics were told by John Paul II that [Catho
lic] church law bars divorce in all cases but allows for 
annulment, if the marriage was invalid in the first 
place (Chicago Tribune, 1-29-01, via Earl Davis) 

OThe best moments of your life do not necessar
ily involve surrogates on a television screen (Chicago 
Tribune, 1-29-01, via Earl Davis). 

0 If the average person lives 7 5 years and 
watches TV 3 hours a day, he spends 9 years before 
the boob-tube - if he watches 6 hours a day that 
comes to 18 years, or 25o/o of his life (Chicago Tri
bune, 1-29-01, via Earl Davis). 

OTo prove the need for abortion in case of rape 
Planned Parenthood trotted out "Gretchen," who 
denounced those who would stop rape victims, such 
as her, from getting an abortion. Even though we 
later discovered that "her ordeal didn't end in preg
nancy" (Chicago Tribune, 1-29-01, via Earl Davis). 

Thanks again, Earl Davis, you're a good guy, and 
a valued colleague. Fp 
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The Book of Revelation 
Brother Wallace presents his view that the book of 
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early churches, and that its symbols were fulfilled in the 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Old Testament Binding? 

Question: How are Christians to use the Old Tes
tament, including the Ten Commandments? 

Why is it wrong to commit murder (violate the sixth 
commandment) but all right to ignore the Sabbath 
(violate the fourth commandment)? How is it de
cided what part of the Old Testament is binding on 
Christians and what part is not? 

Response: The story of Noah, Genesis 6-9, is a 
good example of how to use the Old Testament 

correctly. 
The Old Testament is true. The story of Noah 

and the flood is historical narrative, and Christians 
accept it as such. ] esus endorsed the story as factual 
(Matt. 24:37-39). 
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We learn many things from this Old Testament 
narrative: God will not tolerate continued rebellion 
(2 Pet. 3:5-7); his longsuffering comes to an end and 
judgment is rendered (1 Pet. 3:20); even in time of 
judgment, God knows how to deliver the godly out 
of trial (2 Pet. 2:5-9); God's judgment comes sud
denly and without warning (Matt. 24:37-39). We 
also see the nature and efficacy of faith (Heb. 11:7). 

The story also contains an explicit command 
from God: "Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; 
make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. This is how you are to make it: the length 
of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cu
bits, and its height thirty cubits" (Gen. 6:14-16). 

Have you built your ark? 
Why not? God said build it. 
You have not built an ark, because, although God 

commanded Noah to do so, and gave him detailed 
specifications for it, he did not give such a command 
to you. 

Common Sense 
Theologians (preachers can be included in that cat
egory) have technical terms to explain why, even 
though the Bible contains this command to build an 
ark, we do not have to build one. They refer to 
"rules of context." They remind us to ask, "Who is 
speaking?" and "To whom is it spoken?" They speak 
of the "nearer context" and the "wider context." 

I am not making fun of that; it is useful. However, 
most readers of this column could read the story of 
Noah, understand the lessons it is intended to teach, 
and never even think that they were supposed to build 
an ark, even if they never heard the word "context." 
The ability to do that is called "common sense." 

Interestingly, some theologians can only think of 
"Common Sense" as a technical term, referring to a 
philosophical system made popular by John Locke, 
coming down to us through the writings of Alex
ander Campbell. The term conjures up to them im
ages of a whole stylized system of hermeneutics. 

It is not necessary, however, to know either 
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Locke or Campbell to understand we are not re
quired to build an ark. 

Nailed to the Cross 
Just as the command to build an ark was not given to 
us, neither were the commandments of the Law of 
Moses. They were part of a covenant God made with 
the descendants of Israel, when he brought them out 
of bondage in Egypt (Ex. 19-20). 

The New Testament plainly says, in many places, 
the Law of Moses has been abolished. Its laws are 
not our laws. 

The apostle Paul says, "For he is our peace, who 
has made both one, and has broken down the middle 
wall of partition, by abolishing in his flesh the en
mity, the law of commandments contained in ordi
nances" (Eph. 2:14-15). 

And you, being dead in your trespasses and in 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has made 
alive together with him, forgiving you all your 
trespasses, wiping out the handwriting of ordi
nances that was against us, which was contrary 
to us, and he has taken it out of the way, nailing 
it to his cross (Col. 2:13-14). 

Generally Recognized 
God showed Peter that the laws declaring certain 
common foods to be unclean, unlawful to eat (Lev. 
11), had been abolished (Acts 10:9-16). 

The temporary, oft-repeated sacrifices of animals 
required under the Old Testament were abolished 
and replaced with the permanently efficacious, once
for-all sacrifice of Jesus Christ (Heb. 9-10). 

The Law of Moses decreed that priests should be 
of the tribe of-Levi, and "said nothing" about a priest 
from the tribe of Judah; so when Jesus, of the tribe 
of Judah, became high priest, the writer of Hebrews 
said, "For the priesthood being changed, there is of 
necessity also a change of the law" (Heb. 7:12). 

When many religious people hear it said that the 
Law of Moses has been abolished, a frequent first 
impulse is to deny it. They have not generally been 
taught in those terms. 

However, they act as if they understand that, and 
believe it to be so. Even those who strongly say that 
the Old Testament is our law usually do not keep the 
£ood laws, or offer sacrifices, or go to Jerusalem 
three times a year to observe specific feasts, as the 
law prescribes. 

Why do they not do these things plainly required 
by the Law of Moses? Because they correctly recog
nize, even though they would not express it in words 
that the Law of Moses were not given to us. 

Fulfilled and Abolished r 
Jesus said: 

Do not think that I came to destroy the law or 
the prophets. I did not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, one jot or one 
tittle will by no means pass from the law until all 
is fulfilled (Matt. 5: 17 -18). 

Interestingly, advocates often cite this statement 
from our Lord on both sides of this question. Those 
who want to prove the Law of Moses is still in effect 
as our law emphasize that Jesus said he did not come 
to destroy the law. Those who want to show that the 
Law of Moses has been done away with as law em
phasize that Jesus said he would fulfill it. 

Unfortunately, some newer translations represent 
Jesus as saying, "I did not come to abolish the law or 
the prophets." Paul said Christ did "abolish ... the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances" 
(Eph. 2: 15). Jesus and Paul did not use the same 
word. Jesus said he did not come to destroy (from 
kataluo) the law; Paul said Jesus broke down (from 
luo) and abolished (from katagero) the law. 

[An appointment not kept is an appointment de
stroyed. An appointment kept is "abolished" because 
it has been fulfilled. The distinction between "de
stroy" and "abolish" is appropriate. It is made in 
Greek and should be retained in English.] 

The text says: Not one jot or one tittle will pass 
from the law, until all is fulfilled. 

A "jot" (Hebrew, jod) is a Hebrew letter smaller by 
more than half compared to the other letters in the 
Hebrew alphabet. "Tittle" is a small part of some 
Hebrew letters, similar to the hook that distinguishes 
between an 0 and a Q in English. So, expressing what 
Jesus said in terminology appropriate to the English 
language, "Not the dotting of an i or the crossing of a 
t will pass from the law until all is fulfilled." 

That is saying all of the law will continue in full 
effect, as long as any of it is in effect. If it has not 
been fulfilled and abolished, we are still under every 
jot and tittle of it. 

VIrtually everyone acknowledges that the Mosaic 
laws concerning food, mandatory annual feasts, ani
mal sacrifices, and other aspects of tabernacle or 
temple worship, are now fulfilled and taken out of 
the way. According to Jesus, however, that is impos
sible, unless the whole law has been fulfilled. As a 
matter of fact, the law has been fulfilled. Jesus said 
he came to accomplish that, and he did. 

He fulfilled its teaching, by showing its deeper 
meaning. He fulfilled its prophecies. He fulfilled its 
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types and shadows. He fulfilled its demands, living 
perfectly by it, as no one else ever did. And he fulfilled 
it on our behalf, redeeming us from its curse by be
coming a curse for us (Gal. 3:13). Having fulfilled it, 
he took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross (Col. 
2:14). 

Not Subied to Its Ordinances 
That means Mosaic laws are not our laws. God did 
not give them to us. They are still the word of God, 
just like God's command to Noah to build an ark, 
but they are not commands to Christians today. It is 
not a sin for us to wear clothes made from a mixture 
of fabrics, though the Law of Moses forbids that 
(Lev. 19: 19). 

It is not a sin to eat pork, shrimp or catfish, 
though these are declared "unclean" by the law [of 
Moses] (Lev. 11). 

It is, though, a sin for us to con1n1it n1urder, to 
commit adultery, to covet or to bear false witness, 
but not because the Old Testament says so. These 
things are sinful for us because the New Testament, 
the word God has spoken to us today through his 
Son (He b. 1: 1-2), says so. 

When we want to know how to worship, we are 
not to go to the Old Testament and learn to burn in
cense, offer animal sacrifices, and worship the Lord 
with trumpet and timbrel and dance (Psa. 150). We go 
to the New Testament to learn how we are to worship. 

Rabbinic sources record that there are 613 differ
ent commandments in the law of Moses, 395 nega
tive and 248 positive. They range from prohibitions 
of plowing with an ox and ass together in the same 
yoke (Deut. 22:1 0) to prohibitions against rape 
(Deut. 22:23-27). 

Law Is Law 
It has been popular to try to divide the Old Testament 
commandments into "moral" and "ceremonial," and 
to say the moral commandments are still binding. 

A major problem with that approach is that, 
though such a distinction makes sense to us, it is in 
no way suggested in scripture. What we call ceremo
nial law is interspersed with what we would clearly 
call moral law, even throughout the same chapters. 
The "ten commandments" contain what is essentially 
a ceremonial commandment concerning the Sabbath, 
as well as such "moral laws" as, "You shall not kill," 
and "You shall not commit adultery." 

It is popular in some quarters to simply pick and 
chose among Old Testament commandments and 
you cite the ones you like as binding, while simply 
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ignoring those that are not liked. The validity of that 
kind of exegesis is dearly suspect. 

Look to New Testament 
God spoke to the fathers in times past through the 
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us 
through his Son (Heb. 1:1-2). 

If a commandment of God is applicable to us, it 
will be found in the New Testament. The New Testa
ment of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is our cov
enant, our sole authority for what we do in service 
and worship to God, and the sole standard by which 
we will be finally judged. 

The Law of Moses should be valued and studied 
as revelation of the nature of God and of man, as il
lustrative of what it means to believe and to obey, 
and as a necessary background to understanding the 
New Testament. Its laws, however, are not our law. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

Newly reprinted 

Know Your Bi-ble 
by Frank d. Dunn 

Contains an analysis 
of every book In the Bible 

• Bird's eye view of every book of the Bible 
• Background information included 
• Key words and key verses given 
• An explanation of Bible truth presented 

in an understandable way 
• Inspirational encouragement 

to live by Bible principles 
• Excellent for private Bible study 

or for teen/adult Bible classes 
• Clothbound • Dark blue • Gold lettering 
• 650 pages 
• Excellent for libraries and treasured gifts 

$26.95 
$4.25 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
All major charge cards accepted 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Fax (979) 553-3721 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Contact j oe Tyler (321) 254-2261. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. O. Box69 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341 -7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

j prophct@quik.com 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

- Missouri-
Branson-Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Ohio-

Wasilla _ Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Parrerson 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745•3011 or (907) AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

-Alabama-
Northpor t (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northporr Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

-California-
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344· 
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a. m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-58 14. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Norrheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile norrh of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

- Texas-
Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 61\2-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (210) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C.]. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Catholicism refuted! 

Catholic Debate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jerry Moffitt 

3 v i deo tapes 
$44.95 

(s&h included in price) 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Cari"9 & Sliarif19 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
{eola'7[t:tf ethiioo) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/ • " . 

paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Gr eat Soldie r o f the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Wome:1's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$ 1 7 .95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

If you are ordering several books, 
please call for postage costs. 

A Commen tary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $ 19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton CofTmnn 

Each chapter deals with one ol the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$ 6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 

the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1-888-367-6216 

- Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 Inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 

it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you! 
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The Godhead 
A study of the Father; 
Son, and Holy Spirit 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Can we know that there is a God in 
heaven? And if we can, what is he like? 
It is to these two basic questions that 
this book is directed. One chapter is de
voted to proving the existence of God, 
while the balance of the book is de· 
signed to investigate the attributes of 
the Godhead. 616 pages • Hardback 

$15.00 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brow11low 

This volume is devoted ro the 
development of the children of God 
in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles 
given in the Bible, which, when 
properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian m 
facing every situation of life. 

$4.99 
$2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~&-Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 
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Contemporary Concern• 

o f Chris tia ns 
By J ack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ0 1 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residonts add 8.25% tax 

Order from Flnm Foundation 
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CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to a ccommodate 

preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 

Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All ads , classified, direc

tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the des ired month of publication. All ads 
must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for the following 

month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 

The Church of Christ .in Needville, PA, 
congregation 30-35, NW PA, is looking for a gospel 
preacher to work with us. We supply partial 
support, remainder of income must come from 
other sources. Ideal for retired preacher wanting 
to supplement retirement. Excellent group of 
Christians to work wirh. Fc;>r more information 
please contact Doug Bullington, (814) 734-3838 
or 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, PA 16412. 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is looking for a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles north of metro Atlanta. 
If interested, please send resume to search 
Committee, do Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 683, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister needed: T he Church of Christ in 
Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The Juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 
Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past pre aching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the Juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send resume and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Preacher needed: Thriving, e thically diverse area 
50 mi. N of Philadelphia, 90 mi. to NY Ciry. 
Population of Allentown and surrounding 
communities 400,000 with 2 congregations. We 
are self-supporting with many opportunities to 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

evangelize, need help from sound, Restoration plea
speaking gospel preacher. Consider this a real 
challenge in our mission area of the world. Present 
preacher retiring. Call, write, send tape or video 
to Allentown Church of Chrisr, 1419 Overlook 
Rd., Whitehall, PA 18052. (6 10) 435-3433. 

The Church of Christ in Ft. Scott, KS is seeking a 
full -time minister. For details please contact 
Norman Nation, 1801 S. Margrave, Ft. Scott, KS 
66701. (620) 223-3759. normnation@hotma!!.com 

Wanted: Full-time, sound, conservative minister. 
A congregation of 60 (av.) weekly attendance. 
Inquir ies should include resume, current picture, 
and audio or video tape. Send inquiries to Fairfield 
Church of Christ, 201 Airport Rd. , Fairfield, IL 
62837. Ralph Ulm (618) 842-2506. 

Full-time, experienced preacher wanted for small 
(25 +) congregation in Louisville, Miss. Providing 
partial support would be helpful. Will consider 
those interested in part-time work. Please send 
resume to P.O. Box 427, Louisville, MS 39339; or 
call (601) 677-3878 or (662) 773-5820. 

Preachers Available 
Experien ced evangelis t wirh a supporting 
congregation is looking for an area to help plant a 
new work or to work with a recently planted church 
that is struggling. Northwest area preferred. For 
further information, call 209-267·2228 or email 
dixranch@cdreams.cc 

f%Jermeier's 

Bible Story 
Book 

3 12 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the sto ries, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book a re questions and answe rs on the 
stories, and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

12 1 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon TX n430 

For Sale 
Restora tion Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an acrive congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 {404) 299-1 475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book H ouse. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

A student, Philip Van Dijk, at the Athens (Greece) 
International Bible Institute which is affiliated with 
Sunset International Bible Institute (http:// 
www.sibi.cc), is seeking financial support. Please 
emai l J im Stamatis, dean of rhe school, jim
nell@hol.gr or call 30-10-8953-412. 

Is There Really a Qod1 
by l ewis T. Oldham 

The o riginal English version of brother Old· 
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955) in response 
to many requests. The book is the result of 
much research in the areas of science, religion, 
and evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Authorities 
he cites in scientific areas also believe in God. 
Harvard and Berkeley have used the 
information in this book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

~ 
•II• I• The 

Preschoolers 
Bible • 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible s tories in this book begin 
with the c reation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the s tory, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful , simple il
lustrations combined with a s imple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $5.50 
Texas rosidents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

April 2002 3 9 
F1rm Foundation 



Evangelism Made Simple 
a three-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 

•Effective 

•Bible based 
•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to DO IT! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!- $7.95 
Student handbook with material identical to the 
teacher's haridbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
April2002 

Address service requested. 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD-ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large photo
graphic section is included. nt/es include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
S. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion · 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace .Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel mag!Wnes: 

Gospe/Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every CD ordered, 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of Interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.(pb) regularly $8.95 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling--, 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Pennit No.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal~ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2002 

II Vol. 117 Houston, Texas • May 2002 No. sll 

Do It for the Heroes 
By Lindell Mitchell 

The best thing the church can do for mankind 
is be the church. Our mission is to live and 
preach the gospel. Jesus said, "I must work 

the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can work." 

On 9-11 our world forever changed. We could 
not help but think of family and friends wondering 
about their safety. It just didn't seem that important 
if the waitress got the order exactly right. Who cares 
whether or not you choose to wear a necktie? We 
need to think about what is important. 

We must not focus on self, on career, or even just 
on our family. More will be asked of us. As Ameri
cans, especially as Christians, we have great respon
sibilities. After 9-11 , each of us must be willing to 
guard freedom, serve selflessly, and, if the need arises 
to be a hero. 

We gather to worship safe and secure with friends 
and loved ones each Lord's Day. On the other side of 
the world it is dark. In Afghanistan, in cold uncom
fortable fighting positions, American soldiers stand 
watch. Their eyelids may be heavy, but they will not 
close. As I write, Air Force pilots, men and women in 
the full vigor of youth, fly endless missions over our 
nation. Far below, countless others stand ready in 
police stations, firehouses, and EMT stations. Tonight 
as we sleep in our homes, the lights will burn at the 
FBI, Pentagon, CIA, and NSA. They will not let down 
their guard. Brave Americans all over the world are 

willingly suffering hardship, enduring separation 
from loved ones, and risking their lives. They are do
ing it for us, and they will not waver. 

We owe them more than our thanks. We must do 
our part. As Christians we have our own posts to 
man. Our watch is over the conscience of the nation. 
Our perimeter is the heart of mankind. Our weapon 
is the sword of the Spirit (Bible). Our mission is to 
see men saved, walking in righteousness. 

We must never forget the destruction and loss of 
life on 9-11. Facing the reality of death should cause 
us to think seriously about our lives. When King 
Hezekiah was mortally ill, Isaiah said, "Thus says the 
Lord, 'Set your house in order, for you shall die and 
not live"' (2 Kings 20: 1). "Set your house in order" 
is good advice for everyone. 

Knowing the frailty and brevity of life causes so
ber reflection. Most of what passes for important 
sinks into insignificance (1 John 2: 16-17). The world 
is passing away quickly. The primary concern is to 
gain "eternal life." This realization changes your out
look. 

Insignificant matters do not bring forth impa
tience. Little irritants seem unimportant. One is 
more patient, understanding, kind, and loving. Un
done acts of kindness are done. Unspoken words of 
love are said . 

Life is cherished. God intends for us to enjoy life 
(Phil. 3:1a). "Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Globalization 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We try hard to stay out of politics and 
focus mainly on spiritual matters. 
Still, there is an overlapping - civil 

government infringes on the church and the 
church impinges on the secular. 

As long as we are in the world, this en
croachment is unavoidable, but as much as we 
are able we should "render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's." 

Recently someone wrote in the Firm Foundation that saints 
have an obligation to influence the political process for good. An
other person objected, saying there must be a separation of church 
and state. Without taking up the tireless argument about the "wall 
of separation between church and state," we concur that it is best 
for the church to address matters of eternal salvation and leave 
politics to those who have nothing better to do. 

This disagreement might be resolved by encouraging the indi
vidual, in his private capacity, to effect government as much as he 
is able, and for the church, as an organization, to be aloof from 
matters of state. Keep politics out of the pulpit but not out of the 
home. 

The Firm Foundation is not the church and therefore has the 
liberty to comment on matters of state, if it desires, yet its prin
ciple purpose is to be a forum for spiritual things, and we don't 
want to gum that up. 

If the church becomes embroiled in politics, the church will be 
divided along political lines. 

So, the easy solution is to encourage the person to impact gov
ernment with his Christian principles, and for the church to praise 
the Lord and preach the word. 

Still, there is a movement afoot called Globalization, which is 
an attempt to create a world-wide, socialist government, with 
power to tax, protect, and punish. There would be a one-world 
rule to be financed by taking money from the producers of the 
earth. It would have judicial and military power. If enacted, this 
proposal would destroy national sovereignty. Individual nations 
would disappear, and there would be one government for the en
tire planet earth - globalization. 

This is being seriously considered in the halls of the United 
Nations in New York at this moment. NewsMax reported (Mar. 
16, 2002) that "World Government is pounding on our door and 



demanding that the U.S. surrender its sovereignty and let the 
United Nations take over our lives. Worldwide taxes would be im
posed by people in far-off lands elected by no one." 

Talk about taxation without representation. 
American Policy Center has issued a bulletin saying, "Quite 

simply, the U.N. wants the ability to tax citizens of the United 
States and other nations on an individual basis." 

A new international organization is envisioned, Economic Se
curity Council (ESC). Henry Lamb, chairman of Sovereignty Inter
national and a walking encyclopedia on world government efforts 
from all directions, says ESC is intended as the vehicle for formu
lating the global tax. This would be accomplished through infor
mation sharing coordinated by the United Nations to track eco
nomic activity of every person and company. 

Known as the Tobin Tax (named after the Yale economist who 
came up with the idea) the purpose is to provide the UN with in
dependent funding, although before his recent death Tobin aban
doned the concept. 

"The tax aims to slow or stop speculation on exchange rates. 
Supposedly, money would be taken from the greedy (successful) 
that earn profits, and redistributed to Third World Countries" 
(NewsMax, Mar. 16, 2002). 

Americans should remember that it is easier to give up rights 
and freedom than to get them back once they are gone. It is not 
hard to apostatize, but it is difficult to restore, whether you are 
dealing with the secular or the sacred. 

Which brings us to the main point of this piece. 
James L Hirsen, J.D., Ph.D., an internationally recognized at

torney and a professor at Trinity Law School in Orange County, 
Calif., has written a book, The Coming Collision, which deals with 
the problem of globalization. 

Astoundingly, Hirsen tells us that church and state intermingle 
at the global level. "It is disturbing to see the way politically cor
rect notions of religion are promoted at the international level." 

Dr. Hirsen gives some valuable information about the attempt 
to create a world-wide religious order that will allow no rival. He 
wrote: 

Located in the northwest end of the entrance level of the Gen
eral Assembly building is what is known as the UN Meditation 
Room. In this dimly lit room there is a large block in the center 
that appears to be an altar. 

Various kinds of religious ceremonies are performed here on a 
regular basis. 

In a book called Spiritual Politics, Changing t~e World from the 
Inside Out, Corinne McLaughlin and Gordon Davidson wrote 
about the activities that take place in the UN Meditation Room. 

They describe the room as useful in providing mystical experi
ences to United Nations officials. McLaughlin and Davidson 
speak about 'vast beings' with whom UN officials come in con
tact while inside what they describe as the 'holiest of holies on 
the planet,' the UN Meditation Room. 

The advocates of this "new" religion propose a holy day called 
"the environmental Sabbath," which is the idea that "a day of the 
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week should be set aside to honor the earth. This 
promotion is under the auspices of the United Na
tions Environmental Program." 

Jean Houston has chaired the United Nations 
Conference on World Religions and is a spiritual ad
viser to Hillary Rodham Clinton. She also works 
closely with UNICEF and is involved with other in
ternational religious activities. Houston .. . led Mrs. 
Clinton through the famed conversations with 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi. She has a 
reputation for placing people into trances and con
ducting experiments with psychedelic drugs. 

Robert Muller has been involved with the United 
Nations for thirty-three years and has served in nu
merous capacities, including assistant secretary gen
eral. He wrote a book, New Genesis: Shaping a Glo
bal Spirituality. In this work, he stated that the world 
religions have an obligation to foster global spiritual
ity. 

Muller ... described the headquarters of the 
United Nations as a source of revelation when he 
wrote: 

4 

The tall Secretariat building of the UN is an edi
fice of human hope and dream jutting into the 
universe and receiving from those universe in
creasingly clearer messages. Perhaps the time has 
come when we will understand the full signifi 
cance of our cosmic evolution. 

In the chapter "Prayer and Meditation at the 
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United Nations," Muller spoke of the creation of a 
new global scripture when he said: 

Little by little, a planetary prayer book is thus 
being composed by an increasingly united hu
manity seeking its oneness, its happiness, its 
consciousness, its peace, its justice and it s full 
participation in the continuing process of cre
ation and miracle of life. Once again, but this 
time on a universal scale, humankind is seeking 
no less than its reunion with the divine, its tran
scendence into ever higher forms of life. Hindus 
call our earth Brahma, or God, for they rightly 
see no difference between our earth and the di
vine. This ancient simple truth is slowly dawn
ing again upon humanity. 

This reference to earth and the divine as synony
mous is just another way of describing the worship 
of the earth as pursued by environmental followers 
of Gaia. 

Under the paradigm espoused by the UN and ex
pressed in the Gaia Hypothesis, the only hope for 
the survival of humankind is to worship and accom
modate nature. If we do so, we will become God. If 
we fail to respond, we will be destroyed by nature in 
an almost punitive manner. The horror and fear of 
such punishment through natural disasters is re-
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fleeted in the crisis mentality used to promote envi
ronmental initiatives. It is this appeal to fear that we 
hear more and more frequently. We are given stern 
warnings that we must act now before it's too late 
concerning things like global warming and popula
tion growth. 

The book speaks of the priestesses of Gaia, who 
were trained in the art of visualization and dedicated 
their lives to studying the spirit of the living earth. 
These priestesses would consult with Gaia to solve 
problems, such as where to plant their fields or how 
to deal with childbirth. The book also provides some 
history for validation, stating, "in Greece, for ex
ample, when people wanted help in solving difficult 
problems, they consulted the Oracle at Delphi. Inci
dentally, the priests acknowledged a spirit of the liv
ing Earth, for which the Greek name was Gaea [sic]." 

This modern day nature worship is nothing new. 
It is identical to ancient pagan practices that existed 
and were spoken about in the Bible. A nature reli
gion mentality helps to create the consciousness nec
essary to attack individual rights, particularly those 
concerning private property. 

Theosophy is the religious philosophy of choice 
for these advocates of the "new" religion, and has 
been described as an archaic wisdom religion that 
was once known in every ancient country having 
claims to civilization. It is an early mix of eastern and 
western belief systems that forms the bedrock for the 
New Age movement. 

Theosophy was established in 1875 by Madame 
Helena Petrovna Blavatsky and Colonel Henry Steel 
Olcott. Blavatsky spoke of an ancient fraternity of 
adepts that provided a source of secret knowledge. 
She claimed to be their agent-messenger to bring this 
wisdom to the world. One of.Blavatsky's books, The 
Secret Doctrine, is a foundational sourcebook for 
New Age belief systems. 

Blavatsky dismissed belief in the Bible as a blas
phemy against a deity she referred to as the "divine 
majesty." According to Blavatsky, Lucifer was to be 
held in greater esteem than Jehovah, much in the same 
way eco-New Agers hold Lucifer in high regard. 

At the opening prayer of the Earth Summit, the 
Great Invocation of Theosophy was used. It closes 
with these words: 

From this center which we call the race of men, 
let the Plan of Love and Light work out. And 
may it seal the door where evil dwells. Let Light 
and Love and Power restore the Plan on Earth. 

It is believed that there is a psychic power gener-

ated by humanity and it will unite the world . This 
psychic force will usher in the universal religion and 
give birth to a new kingdom in nature. 

It is Alice Bailey's belief that the Great Invoca
tion will cause Father Sun and Mother Earth to mate. 
Bailey states in one of her many works, The Rays and 
the Initiations; A Treatise on the Seven Rays, "that 
there is a planetary triad composed of Earth (Gaia), 
Venus (Lucifer), and the Sun (Shumbala), and that 
the numerology for this nature base triad is the num
ber 666." 

Consistent with the above belief, this new salva
tion will be where man becomes God and, at the 
same time, is unified with the natural world. The 
Plan indicates a disregard for the notion of national 
sovereignty. It contemplates a ruling, global body 
that it calls an "Economic League of Nations," which 
sounds very much like the United Nations. 

It speaks of creating one world and one human
ity, a world where there would be peace. In order to 
carry out The Plan, seed groups are to be established 
to expedite various specialty functions. 

The stark contrast in the manner in which tax
payer funds are used to promote religious activities 
at the international level when compared with the 
dramatic secularization of tax-funded institutions 
domestically is staggering. Perhaps even more dis
turbing is the preference by UN-related groups and 
individuals for one type of religious philosophy over 
all others. The practices and teachings of religious 
leaders of the UN speak of inclusion. Yet the cold re
ality is that traditional religious beliefs are not wel
come in the world of global bureaucrats (Material 
drawn from The Coming Collision, by John L. 
Hirsen, J.D., Ph.D.) . 
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Do It for the Heroes 
(continued from page 1) 

Lord." Paul also wrote, "Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say rejoice! " (Phil. 4:4}. Too many of us 
have the wrong master. The world was designed to 

serve man. But many men are servants of the world. 
They become so busy making a living they take no 
time to live life. Assuming you have many years left, 
you seldom find time to enjoy life; but appreciating 
the brevity of life; you make time. 

Knowing time is fleeting prompts one to use it 
more effectively. Most people use time as if it were 
an inexhaustible resource. Few appreciate how pre
cious it really is. Benjamin Franklin said, "Dost thou 
love life? Then do not squander time; for that's the 
stuff life is made of." Paul said, "Therefore be careful 
how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, mak
ing the most of your time, because the days are evil" 
(Eph. 5:15-16). What great deeds we might have 
done with the time we wasted! Each minute is a pre
cious gift to be used to the fullest. 
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Knowing there may be only a few months left 
motivates a man to put spiritual matters first (Matt. 
6:33) . Most people have departed from God's plans 
and purposes. Appreciating the brevity of life gives 
passages like this fresh meaning: "For what is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?" (Matt. 16:26). 

Understanding life's brevity moves one to con
front and clear up the past. Facing death leads to soul
searching self-examination. Consider God's question 
to Adam: "Where are you?" (Gen. 3:9). One preacher 
delivered a sermon on that text focusing on three 
statements: "1. Everybody is somewhere. 2. A lot of 
people are where they should not be. 3. Those who 
are where they should not be are going where they do 
not want to go!" Brevity of life makes being where you 
should be spiritually especially vital. 

Approaching death makes you address problems 
and make friends of enemies. Christ said, "First be 
reconciled to your brother." (Matt. 5:34 ). No longer 
does pride keep people from saying, "I'm sorry; 
please forgive me." 

You also want to clear up problems with the 
Lord. Honestly, all of us have fallen short of what we 
know we should do. The Bible calls this sin: "There
fore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin" Qames 4: 17). Your task is to find 
where you sinned by comparing your life to the 
scriptures, and then making correction. 

Knowing time is short prompts you to make pro
visions for the future. 

Ensuring the physical well being of family mem
bers is important. However, their spiritual welfare is 
the top priority. A wise man said, "Train up a child in 
the way he should go, even when he is old he will 
not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6). Striving to heed 
Moses' advice moves one to teach while sitting, 
walking, lying down, and rising up (Deut. 6:7}. In 
the time remaining, the goal is to ensure the family's 
faithfulness to the Lord in the future. You worship 
and study with your children. The children are 
present for Bible classes prepared to participate. 

Soon the soul passes into God's presence. God is 
spirit Qohn 4:23) . Only the spiritual has validity. To be 
ready for that meeting, one must develop spiritual life. 



First, it is essential to access all the church offers 
by way of spiritual work (Eph. 1:22-23). All services 
of the church are attended because God wants that 
done (Heb. 10:25) and because it strengthens Chris
tians. Further, you work at being consistent not wa
vering between hot and cold. Paul wrote, "Be stead
fast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). Jesus hates lukewarm people 
(Rev. 3:16). One is fervent in service during life. 

A spiritual man who knows he faces death stud
ies his Bible regularly. No excuses allowed. Honestly, 
most people spend more time with newspapers and 
television than they do with God's word. With tem
poral things losing appeal, it is natural to turn more 
and more to the Bible, which speaks of eternity. Only 
diligent study makes one "approved of God as a 
workman who does need to be ashamed, accurately 
handling the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

Why go to all that trouble with church business? 
It is a fair question, and the full answer has many ele
ments, I want to focus on one. We owe it to the he
roes. Before 9-11 our society no longer valued real 
heroes. They were out of style. What passed for he
roes were professional athletes and entertainment 
figures. That changed on 9-11. On that day heroes 
were everywhere - real ones! They were coura
geous firefighters, police officers, and Emergency 
Medical Personnel who rushed to the top of the 
World Trade Center towers as survivors rushed to 
the bottom. They answered the call and paid the ulti
mate price. They were ordinary people, like us, who 
became heroes that day; people who had no idea 
they would be called to extraordinary deeds. 

Then there were the heroes of flight 93. We now 
know that story; it must never be forgotten! A little 
after 9:00 a.m. the pilot of flight 93 sees shocking 
news flash on his computer screen, and it ends omi
nously: "Beware cockpit intrusion." Twenty minutes 
later, in seats near the front, four men take out red 
bandannas and tie them around their heads. They 
jump up shouting ''Allah Akbar" and rush the cockpit. 

Cleveland Air Traffic Control picks up a scream 
from the crew: "Get out of here. Get out of here!" 
The radio falls silent as the hijackers knife some of 
the crew, and tell the terrified passengers they have a 
bomb. The aircraft turns toward Washington, D.C. 

In the passenger cabin, people begin calling loved 
ones on cell phones. They hear about the other 
hijacked planes and guess their own fate. It would be 
easy to give up; to feel sorry for themselves, to do 
nothing. But Flight 93 carried an amazing group of 

people - ordinary people with extraordinary cour
age. 

They called their loved ones to say goodbye. 
Linda Grounlund, a lawyer with a brown belt in Ka
rate, calls her sister. Linda tells her sister the number 
of her safety deposit box. She also tells her how 
much she loves her. Tom Burnett calls his wife. He 
tells her the hijackers claimed to have a bomb. "I 
think they're bluffing," he says, "We're going to do 
something." Jeremy Glick asks his wife, "What do 
you think we should do?" "Go for it," she says. "Do 
what you have to do." Tom Burnett calls his wife for 
the fourth time. She begs him to sit down and not 
draw attention to himself. He tells her they are going 
to do something. She tells him she loves him and asks 
what else she can do. "Just pray, Deena, pray." 

The hijackers probably became uneasy at the re
bellion brewing in the passenger cabin, and retreated 
to the cockpit locking the door. Flight attendants be-
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gan filling coffee pots with boiling water to throw on 
the hijackers. A group of men huddle with heads 
bowed: "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil." 

Todd Beamer tries to call his wife, but gets an op
erator instead. He tells her they are going to jump 
the hijackers. She asks if he is sure that is what they 
should do. "It's what we have to do," he says. Then 
Todd asked her to join him in the Disciples Prayer. 
The operator hears him say to the others: ''Are you 
guys ready? Let's roll!" 

Roll they do! They rush the cockpit. A flight at
tendant yells to her husband over her cell phone: 
"They're doing it! They're doing it! " Another pas
senger tells his stepmother: "I've go to go, they're 
breaking into the cockpit! I love you! Good bye!" 
The cockpit voice recorder picks up the sound of a 
fierce battle. A passenger shouts: "Let's get them!" 
The plane begins to dive; and ultimately crashes into 
a pasture in rural Pennsylvania. They were just 
twenty minutes short of the U.S. capitol. 

Those passengers on Flight 93 - ordinary people 
with extraordinary courage - answered the call. 
They saved a great symbol of our liberty. They saved 
countless lives. They were heroes, every one of them. 

Todd Beamer left a pregnant wife, Lisa, and two 
small boys. What motivated an ordinary man like 
Todd to heroic deeds? Lisa found a piece of paper on 
his desk containing a few words from Teddy 
Roosevelt that Todd had saved: 
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The credit belongs to the man who is actually in 
the arena ... who strives 

valiantly, who knows the great enthusiasms, the 
great devotions, and 

spends himself in worthy causes. Who, at best, 
knows the t riumph of high 

achievement and who, at worst, if he fai ls, fai ls 
while daring greatly so 

that his place shall never be with those cold and 
timid souls who know 

neither victory nor defeat. 

Where do we get such men? Jesus said, "Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends" Uohn 15:13). If people like that 
are willing to give up their lives so we can be free, 
don't we owe it to them to do right? How can we 
not do our best every day to make sure men hear the 
gospel? Few of those heroes were members of the 
Lord's church. 

We are here to be God's light to the world (Matt. 
5: 13 -16). The best thing we can do for America is act 
like the church! Our mission is clear. We are to 
preach the gospel of Christ (Matt. 28:19-20). We are 
well equipped for the mission (Eph. 6: 13-17). We 
have our orders (1 Pet. 3:10-12). Are you brethren 
ready? Well, Let's roll! Do it for the heroes! 
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Are We ''Dead in the Water''? 
By John Hobbs, D. Min. 

I the ACU 2001 Bible Lectureship, Randy 
Harris, a professor at ACU, said: 

We're in trouble in Churches of Christ ... We're 
not making any converts. We are dead in the wa-
ter. But it doesn't have to be that way. Things 
can change. But this change will not be the work 
of human wisdom. It will be the work of God's 
Holy Spirit. 

Jeff Childers, another professor at ACU, re
peated Randy's words at the 2001 Lectureship. This 
article is an examination of Randy's comments and 
the present direction of ACU. Is Randy Harris right? 
Are we dead in the water? 

He may be right that the church of Christ, the 
one you read about in the New Testament, is not 
growing universally. Church growth scholars like 
Mac Lynn and Flavil Yeakley have done their re
search on this topic. 

However, I take serious issue with this statement 
"W1. , , 

we re not making any converts." Locally, some 
churches are growing! The last three churches I wor
shipped with grew from 89 to 185 with 53 baptisms, 
48 to 156 with 88 baptisms, and 41 to 86 with 6 
baptisms. All three churches had to expand their 
physical plants to take care of the growth problem. 
These churches grew because the seed was planted 
and watered and God gave the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). 
Randy needs to know that some local churches are 
growing and are not "dead in the water." 

Furman Kearley wrote: 
One of the most frequent topics of conversation 
in the church setting today is, 'Why are we not 
growing?' The most basic and correct answer is 
that we are not preaching the Gospel as exten
sively and effectively as we must in order for 
people to know the vision of God's will and 
what to do to be saved. 

Many leaders in our brotherhood agree with 
Kearley. Maybe the reason why Randy is not seeing 
any growth is because he is not preaching the gospel 
"extensively and effectively." The three churches re
ferred to earlier did grow because the gospel was 
\)teached "extensively and effectively." 

Advocates of church growth, like Wagner, 
Hunter, and Davenport, conclude that the pulpit 

minister constitutes the single most important factor 
in promoting growth. For the smaller church I agree 
with this. Davenport said, "In American churches the 
primary catalytic factor for growth in a local church 
is the preacher." 

Ira North believed that there is no substitute for 
strong preaching in the building of the local church. If 
the preacher is not preaching the word of God "exten
sively and effectively," that church will not grow. 

How Does the Holy Spirit Work in Growth? 
Randy said that growth would come about not by 
"human wisdom" but by "the work of God's Holy 
Spirit." He needs to read carefully 1 Corinthians 3:6 
where Paul said, "I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the increase." Randy's statement is Calvin
istic. Growth is not so mysterious as many believe. 
Both Paul and Apollos had something to do with the 
growth of the church at Corinth. 

To take the importance of our efforts out of the 
salvation equation is to deny the plain teaching of 
scripture. The Parable of the Sower starts off, "The 
sower went forth to sow his seed" (Luke 8:4). Notice 
the human effort in the parable and the necessity of 
humans in planting the seed. Luke 8: 11 states, "The 
seed is the word of God." 

The Holy Spirit works through the word of God 
to bring about growth (Rom 1:16). Humans sow that 
seed (Luke 8:4; 1 Cor. 3:6). The Holy Spirit is not 
going to work on the heart of a lost person in a "di
rect" way. The direct operation of the Holy Spirit in 
conversion and edification is Calvinism pure and 
simple. It is false doctrine. 

People will hear the gospel because disciples 
plant the seed of the kingdom. This is not the work 
of human wisdom, but the "obedience of faith" 
(Rom. 1:5; 16:26). 

It has been said that angels are not allowed to 
preach the gospel - only Christians. 

Does "Baptist Doctrine" Make Christians? 
If Baptist doctrine makes Christians, let us all teach 
Baptist doctrine. ACU used to offer a course called 
"Denominational Doctrine." I looked in their latest 
catalog and could not find this course offered. Why? 
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Does uPresbyterian Dodrine" Make Christians? 

In a Bible class on preaching at ACU several years 
ago, Andre Resner was the teacher. He used ten 
preachers as examples of "great preachers." Resner 
used Dr. Thomas Long as an example of a "great 
preacher." Chuck Pearson was a student in the class. 
Chuck said, "Dr. Long is a Presbyterian minister. He 
is not a Christian." (Note: Long was Resner's mentor 
while he pursued a doctorate at Princeton.) Resner 
responded that Chuck could not know that, and that 
only God knew who was or was not a Christian. 
Chuck answered back that he had been a Presbyte
rian before he became a Christian and could confi
dently say that the Princeton professor had not 
obeyed the gospel and was therefore not a Christian 
(Rom. 6:3-4,17-18; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Mark 
16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21; 1 Cor. 12:13). Chuck rebuked 
his professor (2 Tim. 4:2) by saying it was inappro
priate for using this material for teaching students to 
be gospel preachers since all ten preachers were 
members of denominations that did not teach the 
truth on how to become a Christian or how to wor
ship in "spirit and truth." Resner interrupted Chuck 
and raised his voice and said, "I know where you are 
going with this, and we're not going to go there in 
this class." Amazing - Resner did not want to dis
cuss "how" a person becomes a Christian. 

There Is Only One Baptism and Only One Faith 
On page 124 in the book The Crux of the Matter, 
published by ACU Press, Jeff Childers, Douglas Fos
ter, and Jack Reese state that we have been "ex
tremely sectarian by effectively denying that anyone 
outside our churches could be a true Christian." By 
their reliance on the "Lunenburg Letter" by 
Alexander Campbell, they would even include the 
unimmersed as Christians. They say that the kind of 
baptism one has experienced does not make any dif
ference. To them the mode- immersion, sprinkling, 
or pouring, is indifferent. They also consider the 
purpose to be indifferent. Is baptism "unto the re
mission of sins" or is it because one has already re
ceived remission of sins before baptism? 

We do not have the right to change what God Al
mighty has said in his word. To attempt to do so is 
"presumptuous sin" (Psa. 19:13). Nadab and Abihu 
were destroyed because they offered incense to God 
with "strange (unlawful) fire" (Lev. 10:1-2). "Our 
God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29). "It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 
10:31). 
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There is "one faith, one baptism" (Eph. 4:5). 
This one baptism is burial and resurrection. That is 
what the Greek word baptizo means. It is "unto the 
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38; Matt.26 :28). 

Anyone who has not been immersed for the right 
reason has not experienced the "one baptism" of 
Ephesians 4:5 and is not a Christian. If we speak the 
"oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11), we must teach this. 
F.F. Bruce said, "The idea of an unbaptized Christian 
is not entertained in the New Testament." 

"Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we 
drift away from them" (Heb 2:1). 

oeo 
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Abilene, TX 79606 

(Editor's Note: Randy Harris said that growth 
would come about not by "human wisdom" but by 
"the work of God's Holy Spirit." If he means by this 
that humans have nothing to do with the salvation 
process, and the Holy Spirit directly instructs, em
powers, and converts the sinner, then if a person is 
unsaved, it is the fault of the Holy Spirit. But the 
Holy Spirit is God-kind, and God is not willing that 
any should perish but that all should come to repen
tance -see 2 Peter 3:9. Also if the church is not 
growing, it is because the Holy Spirit does not want it 
to grow. To resist this would be to resist the Holy 
Spirit. Randy Harris' statement is therefore wrong
headed.) Fp 
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The Diminution of Faith 
By William P. Jolly 

One of the greatest questions Jesus ever raised 
is found in the eighteenth chapter of the 
gospel according to Luke: "Nevertheless 

when the Son of man cometh shall he find faith on 
the earth?" (Luke 18:8). 

This is a frightening utterance, and the implica
tions of it can be sensed by those who are aware of 
the diminution of faith which continuing for many 
decades past is now in our times also becoming a ma
jor concern among the conservative scholars of Prot
estantism. 

One would think that certain of the learned 
"Doctors of the Law" among us would also be con
cerned. Make no mistake; the seeds of digression are 
being sowed daily in some of our teaching institu
tions by liberal pundits, advocates of a new herme
neutic, unsatisfied with a "thus saith the Lord," and 
unwilling to turn again and walk in "the old paths." 

Scholarship and the quest for knowledge are 
wonderful things, and we have tremendous respect 
and admiration for the learned mind, but we dare 
not worship it. 

Recently in an Associated Press article, Richard 
N. Ostling wrote of another issue that is growing 
among Protestants. It is called Open Theism or 
Openness Theology. The argument is about the ex
tent of Divine knowledge. "Is God's knowledge of 
the future total?" is the title of the Ostling article. 

This new wave or new age philosophy, in effect, 
denies the Omniscience of God. They believe that 
the traditional Christian beliefs of old came more 
from Greek philosophy than from scripture itself. 
This issue is disturbing indeed, but what is even 
more alarming is the fact as related by Ostling, that 
"such challenges to orthodoxy come with more vigor 
and originality from, Bible-based evangelicals than 
from old-fashioned liberals." This tells us as nothing 
else can, just how deeply implanted in the hearts of 
men are the seeds of disbelief. "When the Son of 
man cometh shall he find faith on the earth?" 

The words of Jesus certainly raise the specter of 
an apostasy of great magnitude before the end of this 
present world. 

James Burton Coffman in his Commentary on 

Luke quotes a pertinent and insightful statement by 
Richard C. Trench on this passage: "We have other 
grounds for believing that the church, at that last 
moment, will be reduced to a little remnant; yet the 
point is here, not that the faithful will be few, but 
that the faith even of the faithful will have almost 
failed." 

The diminution of faith is a frightful thing to 
imagine, but the thought of the dimming of faith 
even among the faithful, is unthinkable. What horror 
such holds for the inhabitants of such a world is in
describable. 

We are conscious of the fact that we are living in 
a rapidly changing society. Our only consolation lies 
in the rock solid promise of our Commander: "But 
he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved" (Matt. 24:13). 

35364 Bonita Dr. 
Yucaipa, CA 92399 

% 

All New 2002 VBS Series 
From Lambert 

Order Kits Now! 
VBS Kits contain samples 
of student workbooks, 
teacher manuals and 
most supplementary 

materials. 
(Visual Aids are not included in ki t.) 

1:Jai/y cltalitKJe:! :;:rom (jod 
lesson I - The Challenge To Be Truthful 
lesson 2 - The Challenge To Honor Father & Mother 
lesson 3 - The Challenge To E~courage Others 
lesson 4- The Challenge To Be Prayerful & Humble 
lesson 5 - The Challenge To Trust & Obey 

Written & Published By Faithful Members Of The lord's Church 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call 1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore 

Visit Our Website At: www.lambertbookhouse.com 

May 2002 11 
Firm Foundation 



What Is ''Running Away'' With Your Life? 
By Howard R. Horton 

Simon the Sorcerer became a Christian. His be
ginning in Christianity was valid. When Simon 
came up out of the grave of baptism, he was a 

new creature but was still susceptible to former hab
its and traits. 

He tried to purchase the power of "imparting the 
Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands," which, 
of course, was sinful. 

His "former self" ran away with him. Peter told 
Simon that he was in the "gall of bitterness and the 
bond of iniquity" (Acts 8:23). Which is the ending 
place for all who allow something, or someone, to 
"run away" with their lives. 

We hope Simon was sincere in his request for Pe
ter to pray for him that he might be restored to the 
way of righteousness. 

If Simon's former "self" ran away with him, can 
it happen to us?·And, if it can happen to us, is there a 
remedy? 

Well, praise God in the highest, there is a cure. 

Christians Have Some Serious Help 
Having been adopted into the family of God 
(through obedience to the gospel of Christ), we are 
no longer alienated from God, but are his children. 
The Almighty Creator is our Father. We are his and 
he is ours. This is serious help. 

This help is manifested in our Heavenly High 
Priest, Jesus, who intercedes for us (Heb. 7:25; Rom. 
8:34 ). Not only do Christians have mediation of 
Jesus, but the angels of God are "ministering spirits, 
sent forth to do service for the sake of them that 
shall inherit salvation" (Heb. 1:14). 

We also have our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
We have godly shepherds who watch over the flock 
of God. Not lording it over the flock, but with con
stant and intense gaze, they "watch in behalf" of our 
souls (Heb. 13: 17). 

Preachers are a source of help and encourage
ment, as well. Preaching and teaching the "whole 
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27), "speaking the truth in 
love" (Eph. 4: 1-5). 

But, all of these helpers are no good if the Chris
tian doesn't believe in them. Regardless of the dis-
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pensation under which men and women lived, God 
has always been moved by faith - a strong and ro
bust faith in him and in his word! It is clearly writ
ten, "But without faith it is impossible to please him; 
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" 
(Heb. 11 :6). Biblical faith must produce obedience 
Uames 2:14-26) and confidence in God. The saint is 
told to obey God and thereby "work" out his own 
salvation with "fear and trembling" (Phil. 2: 12). 
"For it is God who worketh in you both to will and 
to work, for his good pleasure" (Phil. 2:13). The 
heavenly helpers work through you as they give in
struction and motivation through the saving gospel 
(Rom. 1:16; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The divine enabelers will not force you to be 
saved. You must make the decision to be saved in the 
first instance (Acts 2:40). And you must exercise 
yourself unto godliness (Rom. 2:7; Heb. 4:1, 11; 1 
Cor. 9:24-27; Heb. 12:1-2; 2 Pet. 1:5-9; Rom. 
13:11-12). 

God gives the manna from above, but you must 
eat it Uohn 6:48-63). God will not cram it down 
your throat. 

Whatever is "running away with your life" (other 
than Christ), you have all that you'll ever need to 
stop it. The thing is: Do you want to stop it? Good. 
Then do it (Phil. 4:13). 
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The Blood of Christ 
By Foy E. Wallace Jr., deceased 

The writer of the Hebrew epistle contrasts the 
blood of Christ with that of Abel. He says, 
'~d to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh 

better than that of Abel" (Heb. 12:24). The record in 
Genesis shows that Abel's blood spoke. "The voice 
of thy brother's blood crieth to me from the ground" 
(Gen. 4:10). The blood of the murdered Abel spoke 
for vengeance upon his slayer. But the blood of 
Christ speaks for something better. It speaks for 
mercy and pardon. ''Apart from the shedding of 
blood there can be no remission" (Heb. 9:22). 

In order to be cleansed and pardoned by the 
blood of Christ we must come in contact with it. 
This cannot be taken literally, for there is no literal 
blood of Christ with which we can come in contact. 
The apostle John says: "This is he that by water and 
by blood, even Jesus Christ: not with water only but 
with water and with blood" (1 John 5 :6). The mis
sion of Christ was inaugurated by his baptism and 
consummated by the shedding of his blood. Water is 
first in order. The same writer says further, "There 
are three who bear wimess, the Spirit, the water and 
the blood." Here we have a trinity of witnesses. The 
Spirit bears witness through the truth, "because the 
Spirit is truth." It its by water that we are brought 
into Christ's blood. On the cross the side of Christ 
was pierced and from it flowed blood and water. Is 
this not significant in the light of the three witnesses 
mentioned in 1 John. 5:8? The blood of Christ was 
shed in his death. Paul says, "All we who were bap
tized into Christ were baptized into his death" (Rom. 
6:3). Then it is by water, baptism into his death, that 
we come in contact with the blood that "cleanseth us 
from all sin." 

Lee Ella Wallace 
P.O. Box 1266 

Yucca Valley, CA 92286 

(This article was sent to us by the daughter of Foy 
Wallace Jr., and we thank her. I wrote to her that I 
never knew brother Wallace could write so short an 
article. The article originally appeared in the Firm 
Foundation, Vol. 35, No. 40, October 1, 1918). 
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(Editor's Note: The lovable ].E. Choate of Nashville holds a doctorate from the prestigious Vanderbilt Uni
versity and taught for many years at David Lipscomb University. He has studied, on an advanced level, the pio
neers of religious liberalism and is well qualified to detect and identify sentiments that grow out of its soil. ·He is 
not easily fooled. Liberalism has eroded many major denominations [Methodist, Episcopalian, Lutheran, and 
Presbyterian, to name a few]. It has all 'but destroyed the Disciples of Christ. There is therefore just cause for 
concern when its tentacles begin to reach into the churches of Christ.) 

Critiquing "The Crux of the MaHer'' 
By J. E. Choate 

This is not a book review of The Crux of the 
Matter written by Jeff W. Childers, Douglas A. 
Foster, and Jack H. Reese, which is the first vol

ume of a series of volumes under the title of Heart of 
the Restoration Series to be published by the ACU 
Press. I first scanned the book in about one hour, and 
returned at intervals for intensive readings to get at 
the gist of the crux of the matter. To call up a meta
phor - the book is like the Platte River, a mile wide 
and an inch deep. I spent many hours digging through 
Immanuel Kant's writings. I grappled with his 
Prolegomena as an intellectual challenge to come to a 
primary understanding of Kantian philosophy. The 
assessment from the classical philosophy community 
is that no new dimension has been added to the do
main of classical philosophy since Kant. I searched 
hard in The Crux of the Matter to get at the crux of the 
matter. Whatever that crux is, the authors never ex
plicitly say, at least not for me. One fact does stand out 
that Childers, Foster, and Reese hold the traditional 
churches of Christ in very low esteem. 

It is not what I would term a credible book be
cause it runs on a double track going nowhere with 
conflicting signals. It is a grammar correct book, but 
does not come close to the demands of reputable 
scholarship. For one thing, the book lacks a clearly 
stated thesis, and has numerous "hidden axes" to 
grind. It is a book, despite its pious comments, that 
trashes and dishonors the biblical churches of Christ 
in every word and on every page. And I can be a 
poor scholar and still say this. It is not only a book 
without a clear declaration of intent, I say it is a book 
which dishonors he Bible as the inspired Word of 
God on everyone of the 2 73 pages. 

How would I justify what I am writing? How 
would I document my integrity as a Restoration his
torian? [I am no Kansas City prophet with the intui-
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tive insight to read the "tea leaves" of the future~] 
But how is it that Randy Harris can tell us if the 
churches of Christ will, or will not survive in the 
21st century? Why do these brethren lack the forth
rightness to tell the reader where "our scholars who 
can write books on the cutting edge of scholarship" 
got all this scholarship? I know. Let me tell you. 
They have imbibed too deeply and stayed too long in 
prestigious liberal schools of religion. There is a 
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common denominator of the "change agents" which 
is to drive the traditional churches of Christ into 
ecclesiastical bankruptcy so that the churches of 
Christ may be replaced by a non-existent "Church of 
Christ" denomination. This is what Rubel Shelly and 
Randy Harris have in mind when they talk about The 
Second Reincarnation. 

Our liberal brethren are saturated in the new the
ology. They are well versed in the Graf-Wellhausen 
Documentary Hypothesis of the Pentateuch. They 
drank deeply in the theology of form and source 
criticism of the New Testament. The liberals reject 
the concept that the "synoptic gospels" share in a 
common message. Much of what these brethren say 
grows out of the Social Gospel concept of the early 
20th century. This led them to the doorsteps of Ernst 
Troeltsch's The Social Teachings of the Christian 
Church to learn from him the sociology that explains 
to their satisfaction how the churches of Christ 
evolved from an exclusivist Restoration sect in the 
early 19th century. Dr. Foster makes a very big deal 
out of this is his book Will the Cycle Be Unbroken? It 
is not what Paul said, but what Troeltsch said which 
counts with Dr. Foster. 

Why do these brethren lack the courage to ad
dress the theologies of Karl Barth, Rudolph 
Bultmann, and Paul Tillich from whose thoughts 
they have long drunk the swill and eaten the husk. 
They do not because they have nothing in common 
with David Lipscomb eta!, but much with Karl Barth 
et al. These brethren are noted for quoting what 
Barth and Bultmann said in order to appear schol
arly. Scholarship is the very big thing with them. But 
they do not write a single critical word about the the
ology of Barth, Bultmann and Tillich theology in 
their book. They would say that their book is not 
about such - of course not. 

You would think they had never heard of the 
jesus Seminar and John Dominic Crossan. The neo
orthodox theologians looked on the Bible as a tapes
try of history woven in folk tales, legends, and myth 
with no more inspiration for its existence from the 
Holy Spirit than Homer's Iliad. The Crux of the Mat
ter is a book loaded with pious "clap trap" about 
their love for their church heritage and the "core" 
gospel. They are pious counterfeiters passing their 
neo-theological "three dollar bills." 

We would like to know what the authors think 
about the theology of the Westmar Institute and the 
jesus Seminar instead of their obsession to bring 
down churches of Christ. They could have told us 

that they believe, or that they do not believe that all 
the words of Jesus as recorded in Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John are actually the words spoken by 
Jesus. There is not a hint of these matters anywhere 
in the book. What kind of a game are they playing 
with us? I could go on with comments of this kind, 
which would eventually trail off, into ranting. 

As Alexander Pope wrote -''A little learning is a 
dangerous thing." If I have overreacted, and if I have 
not read correctly these brethren, I will write an 
apology to this end, if they will disallow the concepts 
of neo-modern theology - the whole nine yards of 
it-wherever it is found and by whomever it is writ
ten, and say so, and write their reasons. This was not 
their intent in the book, but they cannot escape the 
challenge. 3714 1h Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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(Sandra Cobble, paralyzed 18 years ago, author of the fo llowing article, was a high school dropout, when T. 
Pierce Brown taught her about jesus and the boundless love of God. She went back to school, and, though dis
abled, she finished her undergraduate work with high honors, did her Master's degree in Ministry, a Doctorate 
in Ministry, and a Doctorate of Theology. She was a candidate for a Doctor of Philosophy degree when she had 
to move from her apartment to a Life Care Center, where she could no longer use her computer. She now is un
able to get up, and wrote this article in longhand. She is an example of courage and unconquerable hope.) 

I Do Not Want to Be Here 
By Sandra Cobble 

I had reasoned with myself that eventually I would 
have to go to a nursing home. But, still, I was 
unprepared for my doctor's words, "I cannot 

permit you to return to living alone.'' 
Philippians 4:6 says, "Be careful for nothing; but 

in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God.'' 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, "In every thing give 
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con
cerning you., 

It may be assumed that in verses like these "in 
everything" means "for everything," but it does not 
say or mean that. It means that we are to be thankful 
in whatever situation we may find ourselves. 

Do I thank God for placing me here? No, God 
did not place me here. Rather, a drunken driver 
started me on the road to this place 18 years ago. Do 
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I give thanks to God? Absolutely. I thank God for 
who he is, for the hope of eternal salvation, and for 
the opportunities I have been given to glorify God 
although paralyzed from the waist down for almost 
two decades. You see, I will only be here for the re
mainder of my physical life. So even in the midst of 
suffering we can praise our God. 

Paul says in Philippians 4 :11, "Not that I speak 
in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content." He says in 1 
Timothy 6:8, ''And having food and raiment let us be 
therewith content., The Oxford American Dictio
nary defines content as "satisfied with what one 
has., To many, this apparently means to settle for 
mediocrity. A student may be in school, barely mak
ing passing grades. He is content with what he has. A 
person may be living in relative poverty because he is 
too lazy to work for a living. He may think he is 
obeying the injunction in 1 Timothy 6:8, but he is 
not. In that passage Paul is simply emphasizing the 
danger of having a primary desire to be rich. He is 
not talking about being satisfied with mediocrity. So, 
I am not content to just be here. The word translated 
"content" comes from the Greek word, arkeo, the 
primary significance of which is "to be sufficient.'' It 
means that God has already placed within each one 
of his children enough power to overcome all ob
stacles. It does not mean that we are to be satisfied to 
remain inert or "at ease., It means that we are not to 
be frustrated with the idea that because we suffer 
some disabling circumstance, such as Paul being in 
prison in chains, or my being in prison, paralyzed 
from the waist down by a drunken driver that we 
should be satisfied to do nothing, but simply be con
tent. 

In the garden Jesus prayed, "Father, if thou be 
willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not 



my will, but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42). In the 
first instance, where he said, "if thou be willing" he 
used the word, boulei, which had reference to God's 
determined plan. In the second instance where he 
said, "not my will," he used the lema mou meaning 
his own wish or desire. Jesus was human, as well as 
divine. His human nature dreaded the ordeal ahead 
so that he shed tears and "sweated as it were great 
drops of blood" (Luke 22:44). But he had come to 
earth for this very purpose. And he would let noth
ing deter him from completing his mission. 

No, I do not wish to be here. But I am content in 
the realization that within whatever circumstances I 
find myself, he has already given me the power to 
overcome all obstacles. I thank God for who he is. 
So, though tears dim my eyes, and though there have 
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been times when I have been frustrated by circum
stances that made me unable to function as I wanted 
to for the glory of God, and my steps may have fal
tered, like Paul said in Philippians 3:14, "I press to
ward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." 
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(T. Pierce Brown typed this article from the long
hand manuscript, and we are indebted to him for 
sending the piece to us. Brother Brown has lately suf
fered a bout with cancer, and has been treated for 
heart problems. He is also an example of deep devo
tion to the highest and noblest cause that it is possible 
for humans to champion. Thank you ,Sandra Cobble, 
and thank you, T. Pierce Brown.) 
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(Brother Tony Horton sent word about his Internet Home Page, which deals with the problem of homo
sexuality. Upon reviewing the Web Site, we contacted brother Horton and asked permission to print his state
ment of purpose. He granted permission - and we thought you would be interested. The URL for his Web Site 
is http://cnlglfg.com. If you click on this opening page you get Horton,s menu. His opening statement is: r'This 
Internet Outreach is here to show change is possible. No one is born gay. It's a perverted choice one makes. 
Why would God make anyone homosexual then bar them admittance into the Kingdom of Heaven? So, if you 
know of someone needing help to overcome this weakness of the flesh, this a good place to send him or her.) 

Why I Left the Homosexual Lifestyle 
By Tony Horton 

Te reason why is simple. I want to spend eter
nity in heaven. Our life is a vapor. We're not 
on this earth long ijames 4:14). We are here 

to serve God and do his will Uohn 6:38), and if we 
are faithful unto death, he will give us the crown of 
life (Rev. 2:10). It's a small price for us to pay when 
you consider eternity. 

I wasn't born gay and neither was anyone else. It 
was a path I chose, a sexually perverted choice on 
my behalf. If I were born that way, others, such as 
child molesters, drunkards, adulterers, thieves, could 
claim the same thing. Even if you think you were 
born that way, God still condemns it. He wouldn't 
make you that way then condemn you to hell. It was 
your choice, so turn from it. Even if you still have 
the desire after you have repented, fellowship with 
Christians, personal prayer, and studying God's 
word will help you refrain and stay right with God. 
You may never have a heterosexual relationship, and 
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you may be single the rest of your life, but as stated 
above life here on earth is a vapor. We aren't here 
long, but we have heaven to look forward to if we re
main faithful unto death. 

I shook my fist in God's face most of my life 
blaming him, cursing his name when people tried to 
show me the truth. And now I see nothing but his 
love for me; I no longer curse him but praise his holy 
name. I'm happier now than I've ever been in my 
life. God has given me the peace that passes all un
derstanding that comes from studying his word and 
fellowship with my Christian friends (Phil. 4:7). 

You can also reach this point if you have an hon
est heart and have the desire. You have to make the 
effort and meet God on his terms not yours. 

God Is Very Clear About Homosexuality 
Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be de
ceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revil
ers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

God loves everyone and wants all to be saved. 
He waits patiently for us to repent (1 T101. 2:3-4; 2 
Pet. 3 :9). Everyday when I open my eyes, I thank 
God he gave me another day to repent. 

Leviticus 18:22, "Thou shalt not lie with man
kind, as with womankind: it is abomination." 

Things to Know about Temptation: 
God doesn't tempt man ijames 1:13). 
Resist Satan and he will flee ijames 4:7). 
God will help us endure (1 Cor. 10:13). 
Pray for strength (Matt. 6:13). 
Enduring temptation helps us grow ijames 1:2-4). 
Weak Christians may fall (Luke 8:13). 



God will deliver us (Rev. 3:10). 
Christ was tempted (Heb. 4:15). 
Christ will help those that are tempted (Heb. 

2:18). 

God Hates Sin 
Sin separates man from God (Isa. 59:1-2). All 
unrighteousness is sin (1 John 5: 17). Homosexuality 
is listed as unrighteous (Rom. 1:17 -32). Therefore 
God hates homosexuality. 

It must be noted that it is the sin of homosexual
ity that God hates - not the homosexual. It must be 
further understood however, that in order for God 
to remain just and faithful to his Word, he must not 
let sin go unpunished (Matt. 7:13-23; Rom. 6:23). 
The punishment for unforgiven sin is eternal death 
(Rom. 6:23, 2 Thess. 1:7-9). 

Why Man Is Tempted 
Satan seeks to destroy (1 Pet. 5:8-10). 
Man's own lust (2 Pet. 2:18). 
Satan tempts us (Luke 22:31-32). 
The world is a temptation (1 John 2:15-17). 
Riches are a temptation (1 Tim. 6:9-10; Matt. 

13:22). 
I heard the truth of God's word and through 

obedience to the gospel, I was added to the "church 
of Christ" (Acts 2:38; 47). 
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Denominationalism had me confused for years, 
and then I heard the truth and my life changed. 

You, too, may transform your life through the 
power of the gospel (Rom. 12:1-2; Rom. 1:16). 

The only "cure" for sin is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor. 15: 1-6) and sincere obedience to it 
(Rom. 1: 16; 6: 17). 

Hear the word - "So then faith cometh by hear
ing and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17; 
10:14; John 8:32) 

Believe - Jesus as the Christ, the son of God 
ijohn 3:16; 8:24; Mark 16:15-16) 

Repent of sin - Change your mind about your 
life, and decide to live in accordance with the will of 
God- the Bible (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 3:19). 

Confess - Believe in your heart, confess with 
your mouth (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9-10; 1 Tim. 
6:12). 

Be buried and raised - Baptized in water for the 
forgiveness of sin and to be added to the one body, 
which is the church of Christ. This church is referred 
to in the New Testament (Matt. 16: 13-20; Mark 
16:15-16; Acts 2:38, 47; 8:35-37; 22:16; Rom. 
16: 16). 

Be faithful at all cost - Be loyal to Christ even in 
the midst of intense persecution, and even death if 
necessary (1 Tim. 3:12; 2 Tim. 2:10-13; John 14:15; 
15:14; 1 Cor. 9:27; 10:12; Heb. 3:12-13; Rev. 
2:10). 

Remember Christianity is a religion which re
quires one to utilize his reasoning ability. Because of 
this transformation of the mind, he who does change 
his mind must also change his lifestyle to conform to 
the will of God (read Rom. ch. 6, especially v. 6; Gal. 
2:20; and Rom. 12: 1-2). 

The Christian is one who, through humble sub
mission to the will of God, allows his body to no 
longer be owned by the power of sin. He is dead to 
sin, but alive to God (Rom. 6:11). 

Christianity is a total transformation of life 
(Rom. 12:1-2) with the responsibility to grow (2 Pet. 
3:18) so the soul might be saved (Matt. 25:23; John. 
14:1-6; 2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rev. 2:10). 

God's nature will not allow him to accept anyone 
who has not obeyed from the heart the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. However, his nature also will not allow 
him to reject any who come to him through and by 
means of that same gospel. God accepts all who re
ceive forgiveness and follow Jesus. P.O. Box 822 

Seagoville, TX 7 5159 
~ 
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Sundown Is the Deadline! 
By Albert Gardner 

Be angry, and do not sin, do not let the sun go 
down on your wrath" (Eph. 4:26 NJKV). It is 
not sinful to be angry, for Jesus became angry. 

Mark 3:1-6 tells about a man with a withered hand 
and the people watched him U esus] to see if he 
would heal on the Sabbath day. They refused to an
swer his question as to whether it was lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath. "And when He had looked 
round about at them with anger, being grieved by the 
hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, Stretch 
out your hand. And he stretched it out, and his hand 
was restored as whole as the other" (Mark 3:5). 

Anger must be controlled. Elders are not to be 
"quick tempered" (Titus 1: 7), which means they 
must not be hot tempered or fly into a rage. 

Our anger must be directed at the right thing. We 
ought to be angry at sin but not the sinner. Jesus was 
angry because of their hard hearts. Our anger must 
be directed at the right object and be controlled. 

It is often the case that in anger things are said 
which we did not really mean, and for which we will 
live to regret. We say them to hurt others, but they 
come back to hurt us. James likens the tongue to un
tamed animals. "For every kind of beast and bird, of 
reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been 
tamed by mankind. But no man can tame the tongue. 
It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison" Oames 3:7-
8). The tongue, like animals that cannot be tamed, 
must be controlled. 

Much trouble could be avoided in the home if all 
family members would practice the little statement 
of Paul, "Do not let the sun go down on your wrath" 
(Eph. 4:26). Never go to bed angry. Talk out your 
problems. Don't let them boil inside. Keep the lines 
of communication open. Keep talking. Get it settled 
before sun down! Grudges build up because differ
ences were not settled at the right time and in the 
right way. 

There is no problem between couples that cannot 
be settled before sun down if both of them want it, 
and both of them will talk about it. One reason 
couples go to marriage counselors is they have 
ceased talking to each other. The counselor has no 
magic wand but may be able to get them talking 
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again so they can solve their problems. 
In the church, an open split may have started 

when people refused to talk about their differences 
with a view to unity. Most differences can be settled 
before sundown if everyone involved want unity. 
There is a Bible way to do this. 

Moreover if your brother sins against you, go 
and tell him his fault between you and him 
alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 
brother. But if he will not hear, take with you 
one or two more, that by the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established. 
And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the 
church. But if he refuses even to hear the 
church, let him be to you like a heathen and a 
tax collector (Matt. 18:15-18). 

So much heartache and division in local churches 
could be avoided by following this simple plan. In 
this way a private sin becomes a public matter when 
one part refuses to settle things and lets the sun go 
down on his wrath. 

We need to understand the seriousness of it when 
there is division in the body of Christ. There will be 
no hatred, bitterness, and division in heaven; so if we 
don't get it settled down here, at least one of us 
won't make it to heaven. 

Even here, our worship will not be accepted if 
we do not have the right relation with our brother. 
"Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar, 
and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your gift" (Matt. 5:23-24). 

Also, if we do not forgive, we cannot be forgiven. 
"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heav
enly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses" (Matt. 6:14-15). 

We should see how important it is to let sun
down be the deadline! 
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Ideological Perspedives on Postmodernism: 
Origins, Agenda, and Implications 

By David Wilkinson 

It is not often that we see the often-esoteric con
structs of the academic world quickly thrust 
into the mainstream of contemporary life. It is 

not immediately obvious when Jacques Derrida first 
introduced his theories of deconstructivism that his 
ideas would soon have such an immediate impact on 
contemporary society. Yet the concept of postmod
ernism is one of these things. What we might call the 
"Postmodern Issue" is one that occupies a prominent 
place in sociological related religious writings, espe
cially those concentrating on today's youth (aka 
Generation X). Many have written of the great im
portance of postmodernism in understanding the 
unique issues in current youth-related work activities 
such as religious education and youth evangelism, as 
well as in regards to current issues facing some of our 
churches, particularly those in ~rban areas with a 
younger clientele. Yet for all this the origin, nature, 
and implications of postmodernism remain curiously 
vague, even in books addressing its implications. 

Overview and Origins of Postmodernism 
Understanding the nature and implications of post
modernism requires firstly an understanding of what 
postmodernism is and is not. It is often thought that 
the term postmodern etc. is just a buzzword, which 
does not really have a clear definition. Popularly this 
is certainly true. A contemporary theologian de
scribed postmodernism as "the intellectual Velcro 
dragged across culture which can be used to charac
terize almost anything the users of the term happen 
to like." Umberto Eco said, "I have the impression 
that it [postmodernism] is applied today to anything 
the users of the term may like." The definition of the 
term postmodern itself almost seems to be subjected 
to the deconstructivism and subjectivism of popular 
culture. In a formal sense however it is known to 
academics that postmodernism is a philosophy with 
a clearly delineated definition, ideal, and body of 
thought. When the central nature and core of post
modernism is delineated, much of the misunder
standing arising from vulgarization of the term is 
eliminated. 

In spite of the obvious connotations of the term 

itself, the youthful context in which it is usually 
brought up or the vague and esoteric language in 
which its origins and nature are normatively referred 
to, postmodernism conceptually is not a very recent 
development at all. The roots of postmodernism his
torically reside in the 19th century, in the ideas of 
Hegel and Marx as developed by a group of leftist 
scholars most commonly known as the Frankfurt 
School. Though seemingly old, their work in the 30s 
and 40s contained all the essential parts of what later 
became known as postmodernism, re: ''We believe 
that they all worked at a single task. That was to 
identify the underlying fault in modernism and, at 
their most ambitious, to offer up the approaches for 
correcting the fault. In both their critique of modern
ism and the elements of alternatives we see the germi-

Commentary 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

The last title to come from the pen of Foy E. Wallace 
Jr. His intention to publish commentaries on these 
epistles (written earlier in his life) was halted by death 
on Dec. 18, 1979. His work ended with Ephesians 
4:17. Comments on the remainder of the Ephesian 
letter have been supplied by his son, Wilson Wallace, 
using as far as possible his father's words gleaned 
from his other works. In addition an Addendum has 
been included reproducing applicable sections from 
earlier Wallace titles on subjects and questions not 
specifically noted within the book proper. Our confi· 
dance, born of a lifelong intimate walk is that we have 
communicated accurately the thinking of Foy E. 
Wallace Jr. in the unfinished portion of the com
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nation, rich and various, of what would become iden
tified as the postmodern." 

Scott Lamascus, in his paper "Faith, Higher Edu
cation, and Postmodernism: Is 'Christian Higher 
Education' an Oxymoron?" wrote: "Faculty at 
Christian universities must engage such [postmod
ern] thinking with vigorous pedagogies and creative 
scholarship. Otherwise our common project to in
vigorate a faith-informed curriculum falters and our 
students suffer." The logic and significance of post
modernism might suggest the advisability that Chris
tian faculty similarly devote themselves to the single 
task of identifying the underlying faults in the post
modern world and, at their most ambitious, to offer 
up the approaches for correcting these faults. Such an 
approach however might strike many Christian col
lege faculty, administrators, and students however as 
a trifle ambitious. Given that the origins of postmod
ern theory and postmodern society may be found in 
the Frankfurt School, it might be appropriate to first 
review some basic aspects of the organization, 
theory, and agenda, of this group, and recognize how 
so much of its theories came to be reflected both in 
the theories of postmodernism and the present gen
eration acknowledged to be a product of it. 

The Frankfurt School 
and 11The Authoritarian Personality" 

It might be instructive to review the origins of the 
philosophers credited w ith basically creating today's 
"postmodern world." According to a Cornell Univer
sity course the term Frankfurt School refers to: 
"a group of researchers associated with the Institute 
fo r Social Research in Frankfurt am Main, Ger., 
who applied Marxism to a radical interdisciplinary 

The Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
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social theory. The Institute for Social Research 
(Institut fi.ir Sozialforschung) was founded by Carl 
Grunberg in 1923 as an adjunct of the University of 
Frankfurt; it was the first Marxist-oriented research 
centre affiliated with a major German university. 
Max Horkheimer took over as director in 1930 and 
recruited many talented theorists, including T.W. 
Adorno, Erich Fromm, Herbert Marcuse, and Walter 
Benjamin" (later Jurgen Habermas). 

The members of the Frankfurt School tried to de
velop a theory of society that was based on Marxism 
and Hegelian philosophy but which also utilized the 
insights of psychoanalysis, sociology, existential phi
losophy, and other disciplines. They used basic Marx
ist concepts to analyze the social relations within capi
talist economic systems. This approach, which be
came known as "critical theory," yielded influential 
critiques of large corporations and monopolies, the 
role of technology, the industrialization of culture, 
and the decline of the individual within capitalist soci
ety. Fascism and authoritarianism were also promi
nent subjects of study. Much of this research was pub
lished in the institute's journal, Zeitschrift fur 
Sozialforschung (1932-41; "Journal for Social Re
search"). 

Among the better known publications originating 
from the Frankfurt School were Studies on Authority 
and the Family by Erich Fromm and Dialectic of En
lightenment by Horkheimer and Adorno. The most 
influential work, however, was the seminal work, The 
Authoritarian Personality of which T. W. Adorno was 
first author. The was part of the Studies in Prejudice 
series sponsored by the Department of Scientific Re
search of the American Jewish Committee, which was 
under the general editorship of Max Horkheimer. 
The methodology used in the development of The 
Authoritarian Personality, while ostensively scientific, 
actually contains the core of the moral and political 
agenda it endowed postmodernism with. 

Recognition of the impact of The Authoritarian 
Personality when it was published, and its continuing 
impact, are essential in understanding the impor
tance of the Frankfurt School in today's society, 
which as we have seen is labeled postmodern by 
many influential analysts. In the words of Nathan 
Glazer, "No volume published since the war in the 
field of social science has had a greater impact on the 
direction of the actual empirical work being carried 
on in the universities today." The Authoritarian Per
sonality is considered a true classic of research in so
cial psychology, generating thousands of studies. 



However, careful analysis reveals the scientific basis 
for the book's theories is highly suspect. The Au
thoritarian Personality is at its core a speculative, 
philosophical body of work as has been noted by a 
number of reviewers. Its impact still remains, despite 
the fact its politicized nature has long been evident 
to psychologists. 

Altemeyer for instance notes: 
[D]espite the unconvincing nature of the scien
tific evidence supporting it, the basic idea that 
anti-Semitism is the result of disturbed parent
child relationships has spread so widely through 
our culture it has become a stereotype. 

Roger Brown noted: 
The study called The Authoritarian Personality 
has affected American life: the theory of preju
dice it propounded has become part of the 
popular culture and a force against racial dis
crimination. Is it also true? You must be the 
judge ... Cool objectivity has not been the hall
mark of the tradition. 

Christopher Lasch noted: 
The purpose and design of Studies in Prejudice 
dictated the conclusion that prejudice, a psycho
logical disorder rooted in the 'authoritarian' 
personality' structure, could only be eradicated 
by subjecting the American people to what 
amounted to collective psychotherapy - by 
treating them as inmates in an insane asylum •.•.• 
By identifying the 'liberal personality' as the an
tithesis of the authoritarian personality, they 
equated mental health with an approved politi
cal position. They defended liberalism • . . • on 
the grounds that other positions had their roots 
in personal pathology. 

...... ________ . ...__...,.... __ 

Homosexuali9' 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest research, refuting the 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexu
als have gained. 0-8010-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 

$19.99 

Both the clear and profound impact of the Frank
furt School on America and western thought in gen
eral, and its basic moral-political nature, even when 
cloaked in pseudo-scientific methodology, is seen in 
The Authoritarian Personality. The general philo
sophical thrust of. the Frankfurt School may be seen 
in the subsequent developments of Frankfurt School 
ideology by Adorno and Horkheimer. The basic 
thrust of The Authoritarian Personality may be seen 
to be the general dialectics against western familial, 
social, and religious authority, which are equated 
with proto-fascism. The developing line of the 
Frankfurt School which blends into postmodernism, 
was to reject not only socially based authority, but 
any authority, philosophical, scientific, or ideologi
cal, of a objective or universal nature, as Adorno felt 
such would be an attack on the "unique particular
ity" of individual humans, which "should be re
spected in its ungeneralized historical uniqueness." 
The former communist was now an advocate of radi
cal individualism for western society. 

Critical Theory to Postmoclernism 
Constancy Midst Deconstrudion 

The debt postmodernism and multiculturalism owe 
to critical theory is quite evident when reviewing 
such key doctrines as "post-colonial theory," a 
"hermeneutic of suspicion" resisting any universals, 
and criticism of the oppressiveness of ·empirical sci
ence. Concerning this debt, Michel Foucalt, the 
uniquely influentially postmodernist, stated: "If I 
had known about the Frankfurt School in time, I 
would have been saved a great deal of work. I would 
not have said a certain amount of nonsense and 
would not have taken so many false trails trying not 
to get lost, when the Frankfurt School had already 
cleared the way." 

The work of postmodernism in rejecting any at
tempt to construct universals is perhaps best seen in 
the work of Jacques Derrida. His philosophy of de
constructivism attacks the ontology of perhaps the 
last and ultimate human universal - language itself. 
Deconstructivism is often seen with puzzlement, or 
dismissed as "nutty" or "stupid." In fact however at
tacking the linguistic roots of a culture is one of the 
best ways of rendering it impotent and ineffective. It 
is characteristic in defense of tout autre, the "wholly 
other," by attacking the very basis of the western so
ciety that confers this otherness on non-western ele
ments. Caputo summarizes the moral-political 
agenda of deconstructivism, which in its opposition 
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to western-traditional authority and cultural unity, 
parallels that of the Frankfurt School. 

The idea behind deconstruction is to deconstruct 
the workings of strong nation-states with power
ful immigration policies, to deconstruct the 
rhetoric of nationalism, the politics of place, the 
metaphysics of native land and tongue ..•. The 
idea is to disarm the bombs. .•. of identity that 
nation-states build to defend themselves against 
the stranger, against Jews and Arabs and immi
grants, ..• all of whom ... are wholly other. Con
trary to the claims of Derrida's more careless crit-

~ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. L. Whiteside 
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Christian literature. 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367-6216 

24 ~J. Found~~~! 

ics, the passion of deconstruc- tion is deeply po
litical, for deconstruction is a relentless, if some
times indirect, discourse on democracy, on a de
mocracy to come. Derrida's democracy is a radi
cally pluralistic polity that resists the terror 
of an organic, ethnic, spiritual unity, of the natu
ral bonds of the nation (natus, natio ), which 
grinds to dust everything that is not a kin of 
the ruling kind and genus (Geschlect). He dreams 
of a nation without nationalist or nativist
closure, of a community without identity, of a 
non-identical community that cannot say I, or 
we, for, after all, the very idea of community is 
to fortify (munis, muneris) ourselves in common 
with one another. His work is driven by a sense 
of the consummate danger of an identitarian 
community, of the spirit of the 'we' of 'Christian 
Europe' or of a 'Christian politics', lethal com
pounds that spell death of Arabs and Jews, forM
ricans and Asians, for anything other. The heav
ing and sighing of this Christian European spirit 
is a lethal air for Jews and Arabs, for allies ]uifs, 
even if they go back to father Abraham, a way of 
gassing them according to both the letter and the 
spirit. 

This basic agenda of deconstructivism can be 
readily seen to be that of postmodemism as well, the 
demolition of western authority structures capable of 
bestowing organic unity on a community of any sort 
- social, ethnic, political, religious - and with it of 
bestowing this sense of "otherness" on those who fall 
outside the community. It may also be seen to be a 
deeply political agenda, in a way integral to its nature. 

Whatever the proper political response to post
modernism is, it may be safely assumed that any re
sponse to postmodernism must in some way take into 
account and deal with this fundamentally political 
nature of postmodemist ideologies. If postmodernism 
truly is the mindset of the 90s, and represents a basic 
revolution in modern thinking, then any response 
must properly understand and articulate these politi
cal origins and implications with clarity and frank
ness. It is this politically informed understanding and 
perspective on the nature of postmodernist influenced 
thinking that is so lacking in much modern discourse 
and writing on postmodernism. 

4603 W. Heritage Place Dr. 
Nonnan, OK 73072 

David Wilkinson is a graduate of Oklahoma Christian 
University and has worshiped with congregations in 
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Potpourri ••. 

This section of the paper presents contempo
rary happenings as a demonstration of mod
ern strengths and weaknesses. It is designed to 

help us notate rotten spots in our society and empha
size good things. Most of this is offered in a biblical 
context - sometimes stated and other times im
plied. 

Anyway, it should aid the disciple of jesus in 
identifying what needs condemnation and what 
needs encouragement. It is given in the spirit of "re
prove, rebuke, and exhort, with alllongsuffering and 
patience." 

Hope you find it helpful. 
OThere is a vigilant and astute saint, Earl Davis, 

who often sends clippings from the Chicago Tribune 
highlighting some of the foibles of some of the chil
dren of darkness. We are grateful to him and appre
ciate his contribution to our bette~ understanding of 
the needs of our day and the dangers of our time. We 
begin "Potpourri" this month with a succinct sum
mary of some news items sent to us by brother Davis. 

a Michael A. Lev (Chicago Tribune, 2/12/02) says 
that churches are allowed in Nationalist China only 
when the government has tight-control. This, of 
course, won't do for those who seek to follow Bible 
instructions about the church and salvation. The 
committee for Investigation of Religion in China 
published what it described as official documents 
outlining a brutal campaign that includes killings, 
torture and imprisonment to stamp out independent 
worship. The church of Christ must never submit to 
civil government control over spiritual matters (Acts 
4:19-20). 

a The U.S. government is proposing to extend 
prenatal care for tens of thousands of low-income 
women. The National Organization for Women 
president Kim Gandy said, "Health coverage could 
be expanded without going to the extreme of declar
ing an unborn person to be a person" (Chicago Tri
bune, 2/11/02). Consistency is a rare jewel. 

a Chicago Tribune, 2/10/02) reports that families 
who lost loved-ones in the September 11 attacks 
would receive $1.65 million per family, with a pos
sible maximum of $4.35 million. Advocates for some 

of the families say this is not enough. There is no 
dollar value· of a human life. There are only imper
fect calculations to restore what cannot be restored. 

a Eric Zorn, a separation of church and state ad
vocate, criticized a public bus carrying a sign reading, 
"God Bless America." Zorn insisted that "In God We 
Trust" on currency, and "One nation under God" in 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag are also wrong
headed. Zorn says, "I want my government to trust in 
reason, in the constitution, and in the republican form 
of government" (Chicago Tribune, 2/9/02). 

a Steven Larsen, in a letter to the editor, makes 
some decisive points about abortion. He wrote, "[I]n 
Illinois we now have a moratorium on the death pen
alty, why not a moratorium for abortion? As to the 
issue of questionable guilt or innocence, while there 
may be doubt about the guilt of some convicted mur
derer, there is no doubt about the innocence of the 
unborn (Chicago Tribune, 2/23/02). 

CR. Nichol has been described as minister, teacher, author, 
scholar, orator, philosopher, and world traveler. In public 
proclamation of the eternal, saving gospel of Christ C.R. 
Nichol was a genius, as evidenced by his worldwide recog
nition. He had few peers and no superiors in his knowledge 
of the sacred scriptures and his ability to impart that under
standing. 
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by C. R. Nichol 

Brother Nichol's keen insight into spiritual truth is 
shown in this stirring and challenging book. His inter
pretations, explanations and helps, together with a 
compilation of data from faithful servants of God make 
this book a valuable addition to any library. A careful 
study of this little book will deepen one's understand
ing and appreciation of the spiritual significance of 
"The Passover, lord's Supper, Prayers, Thanksgiving," 
and will help lead to heaven. BKCM02 pb, 164 pgs. 
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a Thomas Cahill, a Catholic, has written a book 
about "psychological sickness in the priesthood." It 
deals with pedophiles in the Roman Catholic Church. 
He asserts that the higher clergy will not look at this 
for what it is. They're part of the problem. [T]hey 
have blinders on (Chicago Tribune, 2/21/02). 

a Priest says pope has led 3 exorcisms (Chicago 
Tribune, 2/19/02). 

a Purim is the most puzzling holiday in the Jewish 
calendar, according to Rabbi Asher Lopatin. The 
Rabbi said, "Except by turning it into a joke, how 
could you tell children the story of Haman, a man so 
evil he wanted to kill all Jews? (Chicago Tribune, 
2/22/02). Well, Rabbi, do you turn Hitler into a joke? 

a Dennis Bryne (Chicago Tribune, 3/4/02) com
mented, "Here we are, arguing about the value of 
marriage." He explained President Bush proposed to 
spend $3 00 million to strengthen marriages. Bryne 
said, "You would have thought from the reaction he 
had proposed spending the money for wife abuse. 
The National Association for Women ... raised a 
stink, suggesting that it would force poor women 
into dangerous marriages." 

a In the little town of Franklinton, La., the ACLU 
was successful in getting four signs reading "Jesus is 
Lord over Franklinton" removed from public prop
erty. Residents of Franklinton responded with a dis
play of hundreds of signs in yards and windows pro
claiming, "God is Lord Over All." It's tough to find a 
front lawn that doesn't have a light blue sign with the 
Christian proclamation in white lettering (Chicago 
Tribune, 3/1/02). 

a Leonard Pitts wrote: "Life is ovarian cancer. It's 
Alzheimer's, it's heart attack, it's mental illness, it's 
uncertainty, and it's suffering. Yet it is also, in the very 
same instant, laughter that makes your head swim, 
faith that makes your heart soar. It is triumph, hope, 
pleasure, love and happiness" (Chicago Tribune, 3/5/ 
02). 

lair Is lair 
0 RIYADH, Saudi Arabia - A Saudi court has 

sentenced a man to six years in prison and 4,750 
lashes for having sex with his wife's sister, a newspa
per reported Sunday. 

The woman involved in the case was sentenced 
to six months in jail and 65 lashes, the paper Al
Eqtisadiah reported, though the court found she had 
not consented to the relationship. She had also re
ported the affair to the police. 

The court, in the port city of Jiddah, ordered 
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that the lashes be administered to the man at a rate 
of 95 at a time (The Associated Press, Feb. 17, 2002). 

liHie Piggie Said, Wee, Wee, Wee 
OBANGOR- A convicted sex offender wanted 

in Florida who fled into the Maine woods from po
lice is complaining that he got frostbite and lost a 
few toes because he wasn't arrested fast enough. 

Harvey Taylor, 48, who spent at least three 
nights in the woods in Mattawamkeag after running 
from a Penobscot County Sheriff's detective a few 
weeks ago, is threatening to sue the detective for not 
arresting him promptly. 

"If the detective had done his job, I wouldn't be 
in here now," Taylor said Tuesday during a telephone 
interview from his hospital room. 

"I'm trying to find an attorney to bring a lawsuit 
against this detective," said Taylor, who is a patient 
in police custody at St. Joseph Hospital. "If he had 
done his job properly I wouldn't be in the condition 
that I'm in right now. I would have been in jail that 
very same day" (NewsMax, Mar. 1, 2002). 

Joshua 
edited by Bill Cline 

This 1987 Firm Foundation lectureship book on Joshua 
is unique in Its composition. Both exegetical and homi
letical, it contains a verse-by-verse commentary on the 
24 chapters of Joshua, plus 28 full-length sermons. The 
52 manuscripts were written by 27 gospel preachers 
including Bobby Liddell, Mac Deaver, Ira Y. Rice Jr., 

Bill Cline, Perry B. Cotham, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Guss 
Eoff, Jerry Moffitt, Garry K. Brantley, and others. 
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Students Arise! 
t?>The change on campus certainly isn't coming 

from faculty or administrators, so many of who are 
committed deeply to politically correct and multi
cultural views of things. If it is coming - and there 
are indications that it is- the transformation is be
ing wrought by students themselves. In the aftermath 
of Sept. 11, American college students are displaying 
an increased patriotism and respect for traditional 
values, probably a result of the dose of reality that 
foreign attacks on the continental United States 
brought to almost every citizen of this country (In
sight on the News). Could it be that a new generation 
will demand a return to the ancient paths in all 
things moral and religious? 

Burial in Pigskin 
®Why didn't the U.S. think of this? Israeli set

tlers have a novel way to discourage Muslim suicide 
bombers: wrapping their bodies in pigskin and lard 
to rob them of their 72 virgins in paradise. 

Jewish residents of the settlements of Gush Katif 
and Efrat say they defiled the corpses of Palestinian 
terrorists with pork by-products "to deprive them of 
the fruits of paradise," the London Daily Telegraph 
reported. 
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Excellent study for young people. 

Where Is 
Your Focus? 
I , 

This book is brother Farris' outpouring of concern for 
adherence to the love of God and of his Word in the lives of 
Christians. The lessons were originally prepared for teen 
classes dealing with attitude and moral issues. Teachers who 
are looking for sound material will appreciate his thought
provoking book. 

There nrc 13 chapters dealing with the following topics: Who 
or What is Your God; Introduction and Application of Christian 
Ethics; Biblical Principles in Decision Making; Insufficient 
Standards Are Not Sufficient; How You Dress Reflects Who 
You Are! ; The Christian and the Dance; The Sin of Premarital 
Sexual Activity; Pornography vs. God's Plan for You; Do You 
SuiTer from Tobaccoitis?; To Booze or Not to Booze?; 
Abortion: Killing Babies Man 's Way; Euthanasia and the Bible; 
Being a Christian All the Way to the Finish Line. KWFOI 

230 pages • Paperback 

$9.95 
$3.00 s&h for one book • add .25 s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25 sales tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
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"If burial in pigskin will deter suicide bombers, 
then it is incumbent on us to do this. We should do 
anything to save life," said Shlomo Riskin, chief 
rabbi of Efrat. 

Eve Harow, a member of Efrat's council, said: "It 
is sad that our only defense is a pigskin. There is a 
war on, and all we can do is send someone up to a 
kibbutz to buy some pork to defend us." 

Palestinians, however, insisted that the killers 
went to heaven anyway. "The keys to heaven are not 
in the hands of settlers," Hamas member Sheik 
Hassan Youssef told the newspaper (NewsMax, Feb. 
26, 2002). 

Ban of Ten Commandments 
t?>WASHINGTON - The Supreme Court on 

Monday once again refused to review a lower-court 
decision banning the Ten Commandments from pub
lic property. 

This time around the case involved a representa
tion of the commandments that was to be placed on 
the grounds of the Indiana Statehouse. 

The justices let stand a lower-court injunction 
that blocked the placement of the monument. 

The case was only the latest in a stream of similar 
disputes that have been individually and consistently 
rejected by the high court over the last few years. 

Last year the Supreme Court refused to review a 
case out of Indiana involving a Ten Commandments 
monument banned from the lawn of a municipal 
building. 

But that rejection in Elkhart vs. Books brought a 
dissent from Chief Justice William Rehnquist, who 
was joined by fellow conservative Justices Antonio 
Scalia and Clarence Thomas. 

Rehnquist argued unsuccessfully that the depic
tion of the commandments in a public place simply 
recognized that they "have made a substantial contri
bution to our secular legal codes." 

Four of the nine justices must vote to take a case 
before it can be argued before the Supreme Court. 

In the case rejected Monday, Indiana Gov. Frank 
O'Bannon in March 2000 approved a monument 
donated by the Indiana Limestone Institute for dis
play on the Statehouse lawn. 

The monument featured the Ten Command
ments, the Bill of Rights and the preamble to the 
1851 Indiana Constitution. 

The monument was intended to replace a previ
ous Ten Commandments monument placed on the 
lawn in 1958 by the Fraternal Order of Eagles, after 
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a promotional campaign for Cecile B. deMille's 
1956 movie, "The Ten Commandments." 

That earlier monument had been vandalized. 
Indiana told the Supreme Court that Stephen 
Schroeder was convicted of spray-painting, breaking 
and toppling that first representation. 

However, a group of challengers, including 
Schroeder and Indiana Civil Liberties Union, filed 
suit in federal court in May 2000. The challengers 
argued that the proposed placement of the monu
ment violated what they describe as "the separation 
of church and state," a phrase that appears nowhere 
in the Constitution. 

A federa l judge issued an injunction against its 
placement, saying O'Bannon's explanation of the 
secular purpose of the monument was "a disingenu
ous sham," in the words of the Indiana brief to the 
Supreme Court. 

When a federal appeals court agreed 2-1, Indiana 
asked the Supreme Court for review, saying the First 
Amendment should permit " the government to dis
play the Ten Commandments to memorialize the role 
the commandments have played in the development 
of the rule of law and of the American legal system." 

The justices rejected the case Monday in a one
line order. 

The consistency of the Supreme Court in reject
ing a stream of such cases carries with it a certain 
Irony. 

OK for the Judges, Not the Public. The Ten Com
mandments are depicted in the justices' courtroom. 
On a large frieze high above the spectators, Moses is 
one of a series of lawgivers, and is holding the tablets. 

Even more prominently, two tablets with num
bers one to 10 in Roman nu merals is on the frieze 
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Bedside 
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high above the bench, where most spectators can see 
it. Supreme Court guides explain the tablets as "the 
Bill of Rights" (NewsMax, Feb. 26, 2002). 

Movies 
@The arrival of a fu ll-out, no-holds-barred sex 

comedy at movie theaters this weekend comes as a 
surprise. 40 Days and 40 Nights is the dirtiest Ameri
can movie in memory. It's so totally and completely 
incorrect in attitude and spirit that it seems to have 
time-warped in from 1979. There are dozens of na
ked breasts on display, every single conversation con
cerns intercourse and foreplay (National Review). 

Kevin McCullough (NewsMax.com, Mar. 7, 
2002) reports on seeing the movie:" I knew the basic 
premise of the story: Josh Hartnett, heartthrob from 
Pearl Harbor, swears off sex for the 40 days and 40 
nights of Lent . .. . I had very low expectations for how 
Hollywood would handle the idea of abstinence, but 
even with my low expectations, Hollywood found a 
way to score even lower than I would have predicted." 
McCullough also reported: 

The film basically made abstinence look silly, 
impossible and utterly unnecessary to even be 
considered by today's youth. Today's youth, by 
the way, are the rypes o f people packing these 
theaters to see such fi lms. 

It is a juvenile story causing the average mov
iegoer to fall asleep from its lack of inspiration. 
Filled with sophomoric jokes, it is written in 
such a way as to regard anyone who would even 
consider the idea of remaining abstinent as some 
sort of 'freak.' 

How We 
Got the 

Bible 
Second edition 

by Nell R. Lightfoot 

A factual account of how the Bible came to us down 
through the ages. Provides a very readable intro
duction to ancient manuscripts, translations, the 
canon of Scripture, and apocryphal books. Discus
sions on recent Bible translations included. Thir
teen chapters with discussion questions make this 
an ideal class book. 0-8010-5644-6 hb,168 pgs. 

$16.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 



What happened in my theater [as I was view
ing the movie] was completely different from 
my preconception. Instead of being all cooey 
and forgiving in that moment when it looks as if 
he is going to break the vow, a collective gasp/ 
hiss/boo came from 12-year-old dreamy-eyed 
girls. 

This convinced me of the following: No mat
ter how much the producers of the film may 
have been making this film as a joke about the 
idea of abstinence, this theater filled with 12-
year-old girls desperately wanted the character 
to live up to his word! This film is a waste of 
time and I would encourage no one to see it, but 
here's what the evening taught me. Abstinence is 
cool, and no matter how much some Hollywood 
types wish to package it otherwise, it is! 

While we are about it, we may as well give a 
quote from our esteemed President: 

In abstinence you have 100 percent protection 
against unwanted pregnancy, and 100 percent 
protection against STDs - isn't it time that 
America expected the best results possible - not 
the worst?" 

Freedom From Shame 
0 Providence, Rode Island Firefighters who were 

allegedly forced by the city government to ride in a 
gay pride parade last year despite r~ligious and moral 
objections are threatening to sue unless officials 
make participation in future parades voluntary (Fox 
News). 

Stem Cells 
OHuman blood contains stem cells that can be

come skin, liver and intestinal tissues, researchers in 
Houston reported Wednesday. The finding strength
ens an emerging scientific consensus that adult bod
ies harbor cells capable of repairing damage to vari
ous organs (Rick Weiss, Washington Post). 

"I will give thanks unto thee; for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made: Wonderful are thy works; 
and that my soul knoweth right well" (Psa. 139:14). 

Chugalug 
$WASHINGTON- Nearly a third of high school 

students say they binge drink at least once a month, 
according to a new report by an advocacy group. 
The government estimates underage drinkers ac
count for 11.4 percent of all alcohol consumed in the 
United States. 

"Underage drinking has reached epidemic pro
portions in America," said Joseph Califano Jr., presi
dent of the National Center on Addiction and Sub
stance Abuse at Columbia University, which issued 
the report Tuesday (AP National). 

r6aai rou 
$Christopher . Banda of Livingstone, Zambia 

writes, "I love the Firm Foundation." 
Muslims 

$Julia Duin, an assistant national editor at the 
Washington Times, tells us in a recent article in Na
tional Review: 

[In] Sulawesi. In 1999, horrific stories about 
Christian persecution. in that part of the world 
started to leak out. A radical Islamic group called 
Laskar jihad was terrorizing Christians in a 
group of islands called the Moluccas, just east of 
Sulawesi. Christians who refused to convert to 
Islam were killed; those who did convert were 
then separated from their families, given Muslim 
names, and forcibly circumcised - without an
esthetic, and with dirty instruments. Scissors 
were used on the adults. They were then told to 
wash in the sea to disinfect their wounds. The 
women underwent female genital circumcision. 

Ms. Duin further states: 
joanna Milosz - a member of the London
based Christian Solidarity Worldwide who re
cently traveled around the Moluccas - sees it: 

The Firm Fo11Ddation 
of God Standeth 

edited by Bill Cline 

The 33 chapters in this 1984 Firm Foundation lecture
ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W.R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry 
Cotham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Heam, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
Emest Underwood, Garland Elkins, Jerry Moffitt, Ben 
Vlck, and others. LSAM01 hardback, 383 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Inspiration of God's Inerrant Word 
The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the Word 
The Problems of Malachi. 
A Personal Devil- the Enemy of God 
Grace and Law 
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The Deliberate Purpose of God to Establish the Church 
Christian Characteristics 
Judgment, Hell, and Heaven 
Absolute Knowledge - Is It Possible? 
Man's Accountability to God's Expressed Will 
The Unity of All Believers 
The Triumph of Good Over Evil 
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$4.005 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 
(888) 367·6216 • iProphet@quik.com 

May 2002 29 
Firm Foundation 



'The whole Moluccas conflict has been fraught 
with misinformation from the beginning,' she 
says. 'The Western press goes overboard in being 
sensitive to the Muslim community. They do not 
want to be Islamophobic, so they ignore the re
alities of the situation. What has been so as
tounding is how few other Indonesians know 
what the actual situation is. The Bacan-Seram is
lands are where people have faced forced con
versions and circumcisions. Christians are sub
ject to especially severe circumcisions. I've heard 
reports of them doing it to girls as young as 2. 

Ms. Duin also favors us with the following: 
In the name of tolerance the Kumbaya Chris

tian has no real beliefs but rather adheres to a 
kind of mushy, feel-good Christianity. Every foul 
deed is all right as long as the intentions were 
good. 

The only gospel they recognize is a watered
down social gospel, and these days they seldom 
complain when their Founder is redesigned as a 
myth by Time magazine or the History Channel. 

They don't seem to blanch when He is recre
ated as just one more god among many. Feel
good Christians know the resurrection without 
the cross. They would be just as happy if it re
sembled a well-run kindergarten class where the 
participants did nothing but create pictures of 
rainbows and flowers and join hands to sing 
'The Wheels of the Bus Go Round and Round.' 

It is a childish Christianity, easily controlled 
and manipulated by the secular world. Suffering 
is out and sacrifice is a mental illness. In addi
tion, along with their secular brethren they are 
silent about the persecution of Christians 
around the world. 

Well, the ... Kumbaya-one-church-fits-all 
crowd, will have to join the growing club of 
those who find persecuting Christians the latest 
in acceptable indoor and outdoor sport. 

Moffitt's Bible Commentary 
The New Testament 

by Jerry Moffitt 

Brother Moffitt's one-volume commentary on the New 
Testament deals succinctly and poignantly with every 
book of the New Testament. It has a separate chapter on 
each book of the New Testament, which includes a brief 
introduction and a different section for each chapter of 
that particular book. CMBH01 629 pgs .• hardback 

$19.95 
$3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-800-572-3619 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Senators Walk 
$Wednesday, Mar. 6, 2002- About a half-dozen 

state senators walked out of Tuesday's morning 
prayer after a pastor asked for· God's help to make 
abortion illegal and to make the Pledge of Allegiance 
in public schools mandatory (Denver Post Capitol 
Bureau). 

I Divorce F6ee 
0 A Web site started last year by a Seattle attor

ney gives the unhappily wed in Washington, Califor
nia, Florida, and New York the option of dissolving 
their marriages online. Texas is next, and several 
other states are being considered. 

For $249 the Web site prompts couples with 
questions on everything from dividing financial as
sets to deciding where the kids celebrate birthdays. 
The software uses the information to fill out the 
documents the couple can print out and submit to 
the court. 

Requirements vary by locale as to whether the 
couple must show up in court or can fax in their di-

By R. L. Whiteside 

Doetrlual Diseoarses 
Recognized by many as one of the best in a study 

of some vital doctrinal issues. The articles. some from 
religious journals, others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside's study 
and understanding of the Word. The articles range in 
time from the 1890s to 1950. David Upscomb and J.A. 
Harding were major influences in brother Whiteside's 
early years. Hardback • 386 pgs. 

"He came as near getting everything out of a 
passage of Scripture that the Holy Spirit put Into it and 
then stopping, as any man I ever knew •••• He was 
anxious not to go one step further." 

Cled Wallace, Jan. 18, 1951 

$9.99 plus $4.50 shipping 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Refteetions 
A book of Bible answers to perplexing questions. 

Study of these answers with their wealth of seasoned 
wisdom will Increase your knowlede and love of God 
and his Word, enrich your life as a Christian, open for 
you avenues to greater activity and enlarge the 
borders of your usefulness to mankind. It is the 
answer to your quest for truth. Hardback • 514 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $4.50 shipping 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$3.50 s&h for both books 
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vorce filing. In all cases a judge must sign the order 
ending the marriage. 

"I can only think of one use of the Internet that's 
worse and that's pornography," says Dennis Rainey, 
executive director of Family Life, a group based in 
Little Rock (USA Today, Mar. 6, 2002). 

lole Model7 
OFormer first daughter Chelsea Clinton could 

soon be expelled from prestigious Oxford University 
if she doesn't mend her hard-partying ways. 

MSNBC.com quotes an Oxford University 
source saying that school officials "are less than 
thrilled" about all the press that Chelsea's off-cam
pus partying has received. 

Photographs of young Clinton staggering bleary
eyed into London bars have appeared in European 
newspapers and American supermarket tabloids, 
while the mainstream press has hushed-up reports of 
the 21-year-old's drinking sprees. 

By one account last year, Secret Service agents 
guarding Miss Clinton told an Aspen, Colo., bar
tender to cut her off because she had become 
"sloppy drunk." They feared the former first daugh
ter was about heed requests from male patrons that 
she perform a table dance, according to Globe maga
zine (Like father, like daughter). 

I 1011'1 Get No lesped 
OA veteran teacher who sued his bosses because 

children taunted him after he declared himself a ho
mosexual has lost his civil rights case in federal ap
peals court. 

Tommy R. Schroeder claimed he was driven to a 
nervous breakdown and disability retirement in 

Peoples 
of the Old Testament World 

Aldred J. Hoerth, Gerald I. Mattingly, 
Edwin M. Yamauchi, eds. 
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the Sumerians. Babylonians, Assyrians, Persians. Hittites, 
Canaanites. Amorites, Phoenicians. Arameans. Philis
tines. Egyptians. Ammonites. Moabites and Edomites. 
o-so1 0-2196-o pb. 400pgs. 

$24.99 
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Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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1998 by five years of crude heckling by elementary 
and middle-school students in Wisconsin, who made 
anonymous calls, scrawled graffiti in the bathrooms 
and made catcalls in school corridors. 

But the court approved a trial judge's dismissal of 
the lawsuit. "Schroeder's exhortation to adopt a spe
cific policy requiring students to be sensitive to or 
accepting of homosexuals is especially problematic 
in an elementary or early middle-school setting. 
What would such a policy say?" (The Washington 
Times). 

Boy Scouts of America 
0 At least 3 9 United Way affiliates around the 

country have stopped direct community funding of 
the Boy Scouts to protest the Scouts' ban on homo
sexual leaders. But the United Way chapters that 
have chosen to stop giving money directly to the Boy 
Scouts through the community fund represent less 
than 3 percent of the 1,400 United Way chapters in 
the United States (The Washington Times). 

lolfe7 
0 We do not usually quote amusing stories, but 

thought this exception would be tolerated by our 
readers. 

A person complained in a letter to his local news
paper that it made no sense to go to church every 
Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years, and I have heard 
something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, 
I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I 
have wasted my time." 

This started a controversy in the "Letters to the 
Editor" column, which was settled when someone 
wrote, "I've been married for 3 0 years. In that time 
my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. For the life 
of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single 
one of those meals. But I do know they all nourished 
me and gave me strength. If my wife had not made 
these meals, I would be dead. Likewise, if I had not 
gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritu
ally dead." 

led Cross 
0 The American Red Cross has apologized for 

barring songs containing the words "God" and 
"prayer" from its annual Volunteer Recognition din
ner in Santa Ana, Calif., over the weekend. 

"We certainly did not intend to hurt or offend 
anyone," the Red Cross said in a statement. 

The controversy began Sunday, when a choral 
group from Orange County High School of the Arts 
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was scheduled to sing a medley, including ''America 
the Beautiful," "Prayer for the Children" and "God 
Bless America." 

According to Cheryl Bacon, the choir director, 
Red Cross officials told her that religious words in 
the songs might offend some people attending the 
dinner. 

As a result, the choir didn't sing any of the songs 
(CNSNews.com, Mar. 13, 2002). 

Be Detent 

®Georgia lawmaker Dorothy Pelote has intro
duced a bill in the state House of Representatives to 
ban people from answering the door in the nude. 
Currently, "the law allows [a person] coming to the 
door naked. It just doesn't let him go outside," 
Pelote says. "I don't even want him coming the door 
naked" (Reason magazine, April 2002). 

Dressed to Kill 
t?lThe Pentagon reverses a policy that forced 

women on duty in Saudi Arabia to don native dress 
[the veil]. Still in place: restrictions on leaving the 
base without a male escort, driving a vehicle, or even 
riding in the front seat (Reason magazine, April 
2002). 

Boys Will Be Boys 
®The Kansas Supreme Court on Friday rejected 

the legitimacy of the marriage of a transsexual to a 
millionaire. In a closely watched estate battle, it de
nied her claim to his $2.5 million fortune. 

Weather and the Bible 
100 Questions & Answers 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

Written from a creationist viewpoint, this question
answerformat provides nontechinical explanations for 
adults and children who wonder about weather phe
nomena in Bible times and today. 0-8010-3013-7 

paperback, 160 pages 
$9.99 
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The decision came in a suit filed by J'Noel 
Gardiner, a transsexual who "was neither male nor 
female" when a marriage license was issued to "her" 
and Marshall G. Gardiner, a wealthy widower with 
one son at the time he met and married J'Noel in 
1998. 

"She" was 40; he was 85. 
Marshall Gardiner died without a will less than a 

year later. His son, Joe, claimed his father was un
aware of ]'Noel's gender history, rendering the mar
riage fraudulent and nullifying ]'Noel's claim to the 
estate. 

"The legislature has declared that the public 
policy of-this state is to recognize only the traditional 
marriage between two parties who are of the oppo
site sex," the court wrote. 

"The words 'sex,' 'marriage,' 'male' and 'female' 
in everyday understanding do not encompass trans
sexuals. The common, ordinary meaning of 'persons 
of the opposite sex' contemplates what is commonly 
understood to be a biological man and a biological 
woman. A post-operative male-to-female transsexual 
does not fit the common definition of a female" (UP 
International, Mar. 6, 2002). 

~AEOLOGI' Archaeology 
:rnT ~~~T I and the Old Testament 

- j by Alfred J. Hoerth 
, Offers the most current archaeological 

information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 

,WRFO ~ HOEJUH and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0·8010-1129·9 Hardback, 448 pgs. 

$44.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

Archaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0·801 0-6267-5 
Hardback, 432 pgs. 
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lllferaef 
$An internet survey by the Pew Internet and 

American Life project reveals that religious cruising, 
mostly for info, is more popular than gambling, 
banking, or trading stocks. Every day some 3 million 
U.S. adults find religious information online, up 
from 2 million in 2000. You might try http:// 
www.bible-infonet.org. 

Persecllfioa 
0 Professing Christians in Laos are being forced 

to renounce their faith. That's not new for the coun
try, where communist hardliners have long tried to 
enforce atheism. But lately, the government has 
started to ease its stance on Buddhism and animism. 
Authorities are looking the other way when animists 
try to force Christians (sometimes at gun point) to 
sacrifice animals, drink blood, and speak to spirits 
(Reason magazine, March 2002). 

Meanwhile, Iran's fundamentalist judiciary has 
shut down more than 50 newspapers "for God's 
sake." Nearly all of the papers support greater free
dom and democracy (Reason magazine, March 2002). 

PC Study Bible 
PC Study Bible 3 is the easiest and most 
powerful Bible software on the market to
day. While other Bible software packages 
tell you to search for everything, PC Study 
Bible finds important information for you 
automatically! Thanks to its powerful 
Smart Referencing System, PC Study Bible 
instantly provides information about every 
Bible passage and topic, so wherever you 
are in the Bible, a wealth of helpful re
sources is always available at the click of a 
button. In addition to this, PC Study Bible 
3 takes Bible software to a whole new level 
with The Biblesoft Authoring System. This 
powerful new feature allows the user to 
create his or her own Bible study materi
als, integrate these works into PC Study 
Bible, share studies with other users over 
the Internet, and continually add to a per
sonalized library of Bible resources! No 
other Bible software package has this 
much power! 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: The Book of Revelations is very puz
zling to me. How are we to understand it? Can 

it be understood? What is "the mark of the beast" 
and what is "666" ? Revelations 13 says it is "the 
number of a man" and "the number of the beast." 
Someone said we are to read these numbers as let
ters. Do they spell out someone's name? 

Answer: First, it is not "Revelations" (plural), but 
the "revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 

to him" (Rev. 1:1). The revelation is "of Christ." It is 
both from him and about him. 

Understandable? It was and is intended to be un
derstood. Those who read, hear and keep the words 
of this book are blessed (Rev. 1:3 ). 

It is, however, written in imagery, in figurative 
language. "Revelation," the book's title and first 
word, translates the Greek word, apocalupsis, which 
means, "an unveiling," or "a revelation." Changing 
the letters of the Greek word into English forms 
''Apocalypse" and "apocalyptic." ''Apocalyptic lan
guage" refers to language like that of Revelation, de
scribing visions of battles, beasts, dragons, falling 
stars, and such like. 

Apocalyptic language is most often used in writ
ings, which predict the judgment of God on evil 
peoples, persecuting powers, or, sometimes, even on 
God's own people because of their rebellion and sin. 
See, fo r example, Matthew 24 and its parallels in 
Mark 13 and Luke 21, which predict the destruction 
of Jerusalem. This discourse of Jesus is sometimes 
called "the little apocalypse." 

Similar language is found in parts of Isaiah, Ezek
iel and Zechariah. Other Jewish apocalyptic books 
were written during the period between the Old and 
New Testaments, and some on into the New Testa
ment era. Though these books are not God-breathed, 
they can help us understand the nature and meaning 
of apocalyptic language. 

These apocalypses are called "Old Testament 
Pseudepigrapha," which means "false-writings." 
They are called that because they claim to have been 
written by ancient Old Testament characters, when, 
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in fact, they were not. 
Books and discourses employ apocalyptic lan

guage to hide their message from the uninitiated, 
particularly, perhaps, from the people against whom 
the judgment of the book is predicted, while making 
the message known to God's people for their com
fort. 

Considering the Book of Revelation in that light, 
it can be readily seen how a people, familiar with the 
Old Testament and being persecuted by Rome, could 
read of judgment on "Babylon," and immediately 
think of Rome, while Romans reading it might dis
miss the whole thing as irrelevant ancient history. 

"Feel" the Vision 
A mistake often made in studying and teaching Rev
elation is pressing every detail of every vision for 
some specific meaning. 

For example, chapter one contains a vision of 
Christ. We know it is of Christ because the figure 
identifies himself plainly: "I am the first and the last, 
and the living one; I died, and behold I hold the keys 
of Death and H ades" (1:18). 

The figure John reported seeing is "like a son of 
man" (or, more likely, "like the Son of Man" of 
Daniel's prophecies), with a long robe and a golden 
girdle, white hair and head, and fiery eyes. His feet 
are like highly refined burnished bronze, and his 
voice like the noise of a rushing river. 

A sharp two-edged sword protrudes from his 
mouth, and looking at his face is like looking at the 
sun. He has seven stars in his right hand and he 
stands in the midst of seven golden lamp stands. (See 
Rev. 1:10-17.) 

Some features of this vision are immediately ex
plained in the text. The stars are the messengers of 
the churches and the lamp stands are the seven 
churches to which the Revelation is addressed. 

Some of the features are so obvious they leap out 
at you. The frequency with which the word of God is 
likened to a sword, and the fact that a sword is here 
coming out of Jesus' mouth, make the point of that 
part of the vision hard to miss. 



It is a mistake, though, to press for a meaning for 
every part of the description. The parts combine to 
picture Christ as an imposing, powerful and uncon
querable figure. 

He holds the messengers of the churches in his 
hand and stands in the midst of the churches for 
their protection. How comforting, if you are a Chris
tian faced with what seems to be the invincible 
power of imperial Rome arrayed against you, to 
know that such an all-powerful conquering Savior is 
watching over you and holding your representative 
in his hand. 

Revelation is a book of visions. To react to each 
vision as if it had been seen, "feeling" the impression 
the vision leaves, rather than looking for a particular 
meaning for every detail described, is a good way to 
appropriate the truth Revelation conveys. 

Revelation - class books 

Revelation: Certain VIctory In Jesus 
by Lewis G. Hale 
Introductory comments on each chapter, followed by 
questions. Suggestions of possible Interpretations and 
their significance for us are included. 
BCLG01 47 pgs .................................................... $1.95 

A Comprehensive Study of The Revelation 
by Elam B. Kuykendall 
Students study the Bible for the answers to the 
workbook questions. Number of questions on each 
chapter are based on chapter content, no filler 
questions. Variety of types of questions: completion, 
true/false, matching, vocabulary builders help with 
difficult words. Test sheets throughout book. Compre
hensive test at the end of each book. BCUY01 ... $2.75 

Revelation by Paul Saln 
Revelation consists of 7 parallel sections, each 
spanning the Christian age from a different perspective. 
The 7 sections can be grouped into 2 major divisions: 
Ch. 1-11, The church persecuted by the world; Ch. 12-
22, Behind the scenes of the persecution to see Satan 
at work: beast of sea (government persecution, ch. 13), 
beast of earth (false teaching, ch. 13), great harlot 
(worldliness, ch. 17). A lengthy introduction of the book 
and additional sources for information included. Rather 
than a directed study of each chapter, a proposed 
lesson plan is given for a 13-week study. 
BCAS55 20 pgs .................................................... $3.60 

Revelation by James Meadows 
This guide for an adult Bible class contains a lengthy 
Introduction with statements from sources acknowl
edged in the bibliography to the Introduction. Each of 
the 26 lessons has a number of general questions. The 
format of this workbook Is designed to provoke more 
study on the part of the teacher and students. 
BCAK26 61 pgs .................................................... $5.50 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Firm Foundation • JprophetOqulk.com 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 

Primarily, Revelation vividly pictures the victory 
the church will enjoy over the persecuting power of 
Rome. Rome, from a human point of view, seems all
powerful, and the church so powerless, that the 
people of God need a vision of Christ and the church 
assuring them of the victory soon to be theirs. 

Is the court of the Emperor of Rome imposing 
and terror-inducing? Look at the awesome majesty 
of the court of God (chapter 4). 

Do the prime ministers of Rome invoke fear as 
they parade their power? Look at the Lamb. Not, 
this time, a mute, suffering, sacrificial Lamb, but the 
Lamb with seven horns, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the One who is worthy to open the seals of 
the book (Rev. 5). Opening the seals means executing 
God's vengeance against the persecutors and mur
derers of the people of God (Rev. 6). 

666 

The post office zip code for Sardis, Miss., is 38666. 
When one of my sons was preaching there, he was 
told, in jest of course, that he was preaching under 
the "mark of the beast." When he moved from Sardis 
to preach on Grand Cayman Island, he thought he 
was getting away from 666, the mark of th~ beast, 
but when he arrived in Cayman, the chur.ch van li
cense plate was 6666. 

Many are quite superstitious about 666. When 
"bar codes," the pattern of lines and. spaces on the 
products we buy, were first being put on everything, 
it was widely reported that every bar code had a hid
den 666 in it, that this was the "mark of the beast." 
Revelation 13: 17 was quoted, "No man can buy or 
sell, unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the 
beast or the number of his name." 

That passage is describing a time of official per
secution when all peoples, including Christians, were 
commanded to worship the Roman emperor, who 
claimed to be God. 

Undoubtedly, the Romans had some means of 
identifying those who had complied with the order 
to worship the emperor. Only those so identified, 
with "the mark of the beast," were allowed to buy 
and sell and carry on normal business. 

Then, the next verse, "Here is wisdom. Let him 
who has understanding count the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number 
is six-hundred-sixty-six" (Rev. 13:18). 

One popular means of interpreting 666 is to 
count letters as numbers. Greek, like other classical 
languages, has no symbols for numbers, so letters 
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serve that purpose. A teacher, whom I greatly ad
mire, and whose basic scheme of interpretation for 
Revelation is, I believe, correct, was demonstrating 
on the blackboard how Nero becomes 666 when the 
letters are given their number value. 

However, like many of my teachers of that era, 
he used the American Standard Version. It has a foot
note indicating some ancient manuscripts have 616 
instead of 666. Undeterred, he proceeded to demon
strate that, if Nero were in the objective case rather 
than the nominative, which would be Neron rather 
than Nero, Neron became 616. 

(Nero was the first of the Roman emperors 
known to be involved in persecution of the church. 
Nero's persecution seems to have been confined to 
Rome itself. It is difficult to find evidence that it was 
extended vigorously into the provinces, such as Asia, 
to whom Revelation is addressed. Due to its ferocity 
and violence, however, it continues to be remem
bered with horror.) 

That began my skepticism about the letter-num
ber system revealing any verifiable truth. It is too 
readily manipulated to mean whatever one wants it 
to mean. 

The name of virtually every significant character 
on the stage of history, including the Pope, Martin 
Luther, Hitler, Henry Kissinger and Muammar 
Qadhafi, to name just a few, has been added up to be 
666. 

That which can be made to prove anything ends 
up proving nothing. A better approach for under
standing 666 may lie in the symbolism of numbers. 

The frequent usage of "seven" in Revelation, 
combined with the figurative nature of the book over 
all, suggests seven has symbolic significance. It seems 
to have the symbolic meaning of perfection, com
pleteness or, even, deity. 

Our text says 666 is the number of the persecut
ing power, and it is "the number of a man" ("a hu
man number," RSV). So, seven is the number of de
ity; six the number of humanity. Seven is the number 
of perfection; six the number of failure. 

Six-hundred-sixty-six may suggest, then, that this 
beast is not divine, will not successfully complete the 
task of the destruction of the church, falls short of 
being the "god" he claims to be. 
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College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery~~ AL 36109 
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Revelation 
More Than Conquerors 
by William Hendriksen 

A classic Interpretation on Revelation. Solid scholar
ship, simplicity, and understandable common sense are 
combined, making this commentary useful to preach
ers, teachers, and students. 
0-8010-5792-2 pb, 224 pgs ....••..•..•••..•.....•...•. $14.99 

$4.00s&h 

Revelation of John by William Barclay 

Barclay, an outstanding scholar, died in 1978. He was a 
popular Scottish Interpreter of the NT, and a professor 
of Divinity and Biblical Criticism at Glasgow University, 
and a master in the teaching art. His Revelation studies 
feature the meaning of the words in Hellenistic Greek 
(the language in which the New Testament was written) 
and are filled with usuable information. 
Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 pb ....................... $12.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-24116-6 pb ......................... 12.95 

$4.00 s&h/2 vol. 

Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 hb .......................... 29.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-21316-2 hb ......................... 29.95 

$4.50 s&h/2 vol. 

Revelation Through First-Century Glasses 
by W. B. West Jr. 

An easy-to-read devotional commentary on Revelation 
with the thorough, biblical scholarship associated with 
West, former dean of Harding Graduate School of 
Religion. CMWE01 pb, 158 pgs . ....................... $9.99 

$3.50s&h 

Revelation by Burton Coffman 

An easy-to-read commentary, researched in depth, 
drawing from numerous other works. Based on the ASV 
(1901) CMAN12 (Vol. XII) hb 551 pgs, ........... $20.00 

Commentary on Revelation 
by Howard Winters 

$5.00s&h 

The author sees •Revelation as designed to encourage 
Christians ••• in their fight against evil; ••• the symbols 
signifying the constant battle between right and wrong. 
••• The theme is stated in 17:14, .,ese shall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome.• 
CMKU03 pb, 257 pgs • ....................................... $9.95 

$4.00s&h 

The Apoealwsea A Revelation 
of Jesus Christ by Donald R. Taylor, Ph.D. 

A helpful introduction, useful outline of the Apocalypse 
dispersed throughout the text, insightful discussions of 
relevant OT prophesies; clear Interpretation of symbols. 
the 144,000. the Beast, the False Prophet, the Mark of 
the Beast, 666, Babylon the Great, Armageddon; sym
bols such as homs, beads, tails, stars, horses,trumpets, 
bowls, scorpions, and others Interpreted; the historical 
circumstances of the Apocalypse established; Greek 
words written in English characters; questions at end of 
chapters. 0-965-Q597G-7 hb 304 pgs . ............... $16.95 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 

$4.50 s&h 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon. TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 
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-Alaska-

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Orlando-Winter Park -South .Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ..... 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Ohio-
Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1162. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m •• ~i!l~!ll Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun.10, 10:50a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller1 ~y~gelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Nonhero Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1!~~ •• 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (214) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (111 mi. east of 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-

-Alabama- Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
-Oklahoma - E. 8th St.,82007-142t. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northpon Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Okl h C
. c· Ch h f a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 

a oma aty - Putnam aty urc o (307) 3 3040 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

6 4
- • 

10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. .---------------...., 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy - South Carolina -
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., 
778-8955 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., . 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
- California - 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Albany-1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 _Tennessee_ 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Buellton_ Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

9 30 10 30 6 W d 7 1 h 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 

: ' : a.m., p.m., e • p.m. os Cochran, preacher. 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Cookeville- Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 6404• Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 
-Texas-

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
320-9780 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Catholic Debate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs • Jerry Moffitt 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(s&h included in price) 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Cari119 & Sliarit19 
Netvsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoi r of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged cthiion} 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 57/•'. 

paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Call for information on Bibles. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton CorTmun 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us to
day. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. OBOI096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for adverlisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
{888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

May 2002 
Firm Foundation 

The Godhead 
A study of the· Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Can we know that there is a God in 
heaven? And if we can, what is he like? 
It is to these two basic questions that 
this book is directed. One chapter is de
voted to proving the existence of God, 
while the balance of the book is de
signed to investigate the attributes of 
the Godhead. 616 pages • Hardback 

$15.00 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

~ I 
Mra.lrven Lee 

Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's Firat People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories •bout Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$11.95 e•. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christiana 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead .. . doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25" IBX 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Aren't All Churches Basically the Same? 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

The fight has taken place in many places: pul
pits, newspapers, backyards, subways, or even 
at the dinner table. What makes a church the 

church? Are all churches the same, and if not, how 
can we prove it? Members of denominations stand 
firm in their belief that all churches are basically the 
same, and therefore the attitude prevails that "you 
have yours and I have mine." Unfortunately many 
Bible studies end at this juncture, because Christians 
are not sure how to proceed. Should they simply ac
cept this answer in an effort to "keep the peace," or 
should they dig in their heels and prepare for the 
fight that might well ensue? Thankfully God's word 
makes the decision much easier. Using just seven 
short scriptures, it is a simple matter to lay out the 
history of the one true church, which then allows 
Christians the opportunity to ask: ''Are you a mem
ber of this church that the Bible describes?" This 
same idea has even drifted into the church of Christ, 
as individuals seek to please men and build houses of 
entertainment under the guise of "community 
churches." I encourage you to write down the fol
lowing scriptures, which will prove to be a useful 
tool in answering the question, '~ren't all churches 
basically the same?" 

1. Matthew 16: 13-18. In this passage, Christ 
states: "And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will 

give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven." We learn first 
and foremost, that Christ is going to be the founder 
of his church. 

2. In Mark 9: 1, we read that Jesus "said unto 
them: 'Verily I say unto you, that there be some of 
them that stand here, which shall not taste of death, 
ti ll they have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power."' This verse teaches that the church was 
started during the lives of men who walked with 
Christ. Where does that leave the denominations 
that were started long after the first century had 
passed? 

3. Christ, speaking in Luke 24 :46-47, said: 
"Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem." Quite simply, Christ informs us that the 
church was to begin in Jerusalem. Thus, any church 
that had its origins in America, or any other place 
besides Jerusalem, is not the church being discussed 
by Christ. 

4. Acts 2. This entire chapter holds many great 
teaching examples. We learn in verse 5: '~d there 
were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of 
every nation under heaven" - indicating that the 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Handling DiHerences 
Among Brethren 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Ezekiel was sent to his fellow-countrymen 
who were in captivity. They spoke the 
same language, had the same customs, 

and the same history as Ezekiel. They had been 
marched in chains from their home in Judea to 
the river Chebar in Babylon, but the painful trip 
into captivity had taught them no lessons. They 
were hardheaded and rejected the words of Je
hovah. 

To deprecate the word of God is evil. Jeho-
vah told Ezekiel: 

But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will 
not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are of hard fore
head and of a stiff heart. Behold, I have made thy face hard 
against their faces, and thy forehead hard against their fore
heads. As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy fore
head: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though 
they are a rebellious house (Ezek. 3:7-9). 

It was in this context that the prophet was told: 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy hand. Yet if thou 
warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from 
his wicked way, he shall d ie in his iniquity; but thou hast deliv
ered thy soul (Ezek. 3: 18-19). 

The purpose of warning the wicked from his wicked way is "to 
save his life." The purpose of warning others away from false 
teaching must never be to promote self and gain and advantage 
over others - neither should it be punitive. 

If we shrink from declaring the whole counsel of God, the 
blood of the lost is on our hands (Acts 20:26-27). 

Though it is not an enjoyable task, we must condemn some 
things. We take no pleasure in having to say that some things are 
wrong and must be stopped, but it must be done. Rebuking and 
reproving should always come from a heart bowed down with sor
row. 

The very moment you begin to find happiness and satisfaction 
in the heartrending task of correcting false teachers is the moment 
you need to stop and correct yourself. 

It is good never to hear a discouraging word, but there comes a 
time when skies are cloudy, and when sin must be identified and 
condemned. 



To preserve doctrinal purity, doctrinal impurity must be recog-
nized and named. 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, Behold, the 
Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judg
ment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their works 
of ungodliness which they have ungodly wrought, and of all the 
hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him 
Uude 14-15). 

Please do not misunderstand. I am not talking about being 
mean-spirited, or vicious. There is no justification for misrepre
senting even the ungodly. We must give a respectful, sympathetic, 
and fair hearing to what is advertised. 

There must be an openness that encourages discussion of Bible 
subjects because in this way we sharpen our knowledge of God's 
word and promote a deeper understanding of Holy Writ. Cordial, 
candid, and civil debate is a virtue, and its value must not be for
gotten. Yet, in approaching each other in areas of disagreement, 
we should do so with love and respect for each other. 

Still, when what is publicly announced is wrong, it would be 
wrong not to say that it is wrong. 

A few appear to think that the power of positive teaching 
should compel us to never say that anything is wrong. Sadly, they 
fail to see the inconsistency in this position. In effect they are say
ing, "It is wrong to say that anything is wrong." 

All religious teaching, even when we are undertaking to cor
rect some misconception, must be done without rancor, but we 
dare not do it without the passion of intense enthusiasm for the 
pure word of God. 

There is a time for righteous indignation, as when Jesus drove 
the moneychangers out of the temple, ... a time for "contending 
earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the saints." 

We must guard against pursuing a right thing in a wrong way. 
A bullying, confrontational attitude of attempted intimidation is 
always out of order and should be zealously avoided and every
where condemned. We must not pursue the duty of earnestly seek
ing an unadulterated gospel like a prosecutor in a courtroom, 
whose only aim is to gain a verdict of guilty. 

Still, it is right to study a matter in the light of Bible teaching in 
an attempt to clear away the dross and find the pearl of great 
price. "The words of Jehovah are pure words; as silver tried in a 
furnace on the earth, purified seven times" (Psa. 12:6). 

There is a time for our foreheads to be "as an adamant harder 
than flint," but a word of caution is in order. I speak of some situ
ations - not all situations. 

We must. make a distinction between r~buking hardheaded 
perfidy and in gently correcting people who are caught up in a 
mistake inadvertently. 

.. We must also recognize that the one attempting to correct an
other may be wrong himself. He must therefore be open to what 
those he opposes may say that is right. If someone I disagree with 
says something that is right, I should be quick to accept that truth. 
It is possible for any of us to learn - even the most learned. 
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There is a time to condemn an evil with vigor, 
and a time to correct one overtaken in a trespass in a 
spirit of meekness. 

This distinction is seen in Paul's letter to the 
churches of Galatia. He had patience and spoke 
kindly to those who were being deceived by the 
Judaizers, but for the false teachers he had only con
tempt. 

The Judaizers should have known better. They 
came to Antioch of Syria in A.D. 49 (circa) saying 
that Jewish circumcision was a condition of salvation 
(Acts 15:1). Paul and Barnabas had "no small dissen
sion and questioning" with them (v. 2). Paul took the 
matter to Jerusalem to prove he was right and the 
Judaizers were wrong. 

The apostles at Jerusalem together with the el
ders and other leading members of the church con
firmed Paul's apostleship and teaching and by doing 
so condemned the false teachers. That should have 
been sufficient. 

4 

Paul insisted that if the Judaizers were successful 
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in making the Mosaic Law of circumcision a condi
tion of forgiveness, it would be logically necessary 
for the entire Law of Moses to be bound on converts 
to Christ (Gal. 5 :3). 

He also insisted that this teaching would make 
void the cross and, therefore, the Kingship, High 
Priesthood and mediation of Jesus (Gal 5 :2). If the 
Judaizers had their way, Christianity would become 
nothing more than a sect of Judaism. He therefore 
spoke out against it in the strongest possible lan
guage. 

Paul was outraged at the Judaizers because they 
should have known better. The history shows Paul, 
Barnabas, Peter, James, the Jerusalem elders, and 
other brethren corrected them. This was a mighty 
demonstration that they were wrong- and Paul said 
so in no uncertain terms. 

He accused them of perverting the gospel (Gal. 
1 :7). They were first-century change agents. They 
did not recognize that the gospel came by revelation 
of Jesus Christ and not from man (Gal. 1: 11). If it 
came from Jesus, then it had to be inerrant and 
therefore perfect, because Jesus is God, and God 
makes no mistakes Qohn 1:1,14). 

You must not change something that is free from 
error and complete. To attempt to do so is foolish. 

He said they were anathema (a person or thing 
doomed to destruction - accursed, devoted to the 
direst woes). 

He also expressed the wish that the Judaizers 
would "go beyond circumcision" (Gal. 5: 12), by 
which, Albert Barnes says, he meant that they would 
get out of the church and be cut off from the com
munion of the saints. 

Now, brethren, you can't get any stronger than 
that! 

In the Galatian letter Paul uses the first, second, 
and third person ... "me, you and them." He (me, 
first person) was teaching the teachable (you, second 
person) but roundly condemning the incorrigible 
(them, third person). 

He wrote, "I marvel ... you are so quickly re
moved ... some trouble you" (Gal. 1:6-7)- three 
classes or categories, "1," "you," and "some." 

His attitude toward those who were being de
ceived by the smooth talking false teachers was affec
tionate and gentle. He marveled at their departure ... 
they were foolishly misled . .. they did Paul no wrong 
.. . he mentions their gratulation toward him ... 
sought them in a good manner ... wanted to change 
his tone toward them .. . they perplexed him ... but 



he had confidence in them ... wanted to deal with 
them in a spirit of gentleness ... and asked God's 
mercy on them (Gal. 1:6; 3:1; 4:12,15,18-20; 5:10; 
6:1,16). 

Again, Paul made a distinction between the 
Judaizers and the brethren who were bewitched by 
these evil men. "They seek you in no good way ... 
they hindered the gullible ... he that troubleth you 
shall bear his judgment ... they desired to make a fair 
show in the flesh and compel you to be circumcised 
... they did this for personal advantage." 

To one class- the Judaizers- Paul is frank and 
fearless in pronouncing his condemnation of their 
treachery. And toward the other he was affection
ately tender, but toward both classes he was fair. 

We would do well to imi tate his example. To
ward the misguided we show longsuffering and love. 
Toward those who are deliberate change agents, at
tempting to pervert the gospel, and denying its iner
rancy, we show civility, but firmness in condemning 
their evil behavior. Though we warn the wicked 
from his wicked way with candor and rigidity, our 
sole purpose is to save his soul. 

In seeking God and truth we must ever stand 
upon the firm foundation ... that "standeth, having 
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his: and, 
Let every one that nameth the name of the Lord de
part from unrighteousness." 
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events taking place were occurring in Jerusalem. 
Verse 14 states: "But Peter, standing up with the 
eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 'Ye 
men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be 
this known unto you, and hearken to my words."' 
Peter thus had begun to preach the first gospel ser
mon in Jerusalem. Verse 41 indicates: "They that 
gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls," demonstrating the necessity of bap
tism. Verses 46-4 7 inform us: "They, continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved." We 
learn at the end of chapter 2 that the Lord adds us to 
the church - we do not "join" the church. 

5. In speaking to the first-century Christians in 
Rome, Paul wrote in Romans 12:4-5: "For as we 
have many members in one body, and all members 
have not the same office: So we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of an
other." This teaches us that we (members of the 
church) are the body. 

6. Ephesians 4:4-6. "There is one body, and one 
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your call
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in you all." These verses clearly indicate that there is 
only one body. 

7. Colossians 1:16-18 "For by him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: And he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the preeminence." The head of the 
church is Christ, not someone like a "pope." 

From these few verses, we learn four simple yet 
important facts that identify the true church: 

http://www.bible·infonet.org/ 
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• It was founded by Christ, not men. 
• It was started during the lives of men who had 

walked with Jesus Christ. 
• It began in Jerusalem, and then went out to the 

world. 
• It has Christ as its head, not men. 
Sadly, many of our own brethren mistakenly be

lieve that Christ did not possess enough knowledge 
regarding founding and organizing a church, and so 
they feel the need to add man-made traditions or en
tertainment. Or in an effort to gain numbers, men 
will often resort to gimmicks not sanctioned by 

Christ. And yet we were told in Matthew 16 that the 
gates of hell would not prevail against the true 
church. It will be here long after the gimmicks, enter
tainment, and man-made churches have perished. 
The next time someone asks you, "Aren't all 
churches basically the same?," show them these 
verses, pointing out these four conditions that iden
tify Christ's unique church. The only question that 
then remains is this: Are you a member of the church 
that is described so vividly in the Bible? 
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God's Grace and Human Salvation 
By Frazier Conley 

The following conversation is imaginary. The 
truths expressed may be found in the gospel. 
Angel A: "Tell me, Angel B, how God decided 

on salvation by grace, through faith." 
Angel B: "Well, so far as salvation and human 

merit goes, it would seem that there were only a lim
ited number of choices God had on the matter. First, 
he could have chosen to demand that human beings 
work their way into heaven. Under such a dispensa
tion, he would not help at all - he would manifest 
no grace, no love, no favor. He could have said, 
'I will not give them an inch; they will have to earn 
everything. If they transgress, they will not be for
given. If they omit an act of righteousness, there will 
be no compensation. They must earn their salva
tion.'" 

"Of course, the flaw in this is that no one would 
have ever been saved. No human being could be 
good enough to make it into heaven. 

"Second, he could have gone to the other ex
treme and said, 'I am just going to give them salva
tion. Nothing will be required at all. Even faith itself 
will be miraculously and irresistibly imparted to 
them separate from any inclinations they may have. 
Nothing will be expected. Salvation will be totally 
unconditional and unearned. They will need to do 
nothing righteous whatsoever, not so much as lifting 
a little finger. And all their sins will be forgiven im
mediately upon the transgression.' 

"Of course the flaw in such a plan is that every-
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one without exception would have been saved. It 
would have made the living of a good life and an evil 
life indistinguishable. It would have made Hitler or 
Stalin the moral equal of Florence Nightingale. Un
der this system, if the Lord decided to impart faith 
and salvation to some and not others, then his deci
sions would have been based on caprice and whim. It 
would have made him arbitrary." 

Angel A: "So how did the Lord solve this prob
lem?" 

Angel B: "The Lord decreed that he would not 
require human beings to merit salvation. He decided 
that he would bestow forgiveness freely and gener
ously, but not unconditionally. He set forth some 
means, conditions, requirements, or instruments 
which encourage people unto righteousness, which 
set them on the right course, but which are not im
possible to fulfill. 

"He decided he would send his own beloved Son 
to die on the cross for people, to justify them, and to 
pay the price for their sins. And then, in order to 
have access to his very gracious provision, he in
structed that they should believe in his Son, repent of 
sin, and call on his name. He decided to require bap
tism, an immersion in water. It was to be the instru
ment of the washing away of their sins based on the 
blood sacrifice of his Son. 

"After baptism, they would be encouraged to 
pray daily. They would be told to repent of sins say
ing, 'Forgive us our sins, as we forgive others.' Upon 



such a gracious provision and condition, his forgive
ness would be granted. 

God saw that there would be nothing unreason
ably difficult about faith, repentance, and confession 
of faith. He saw nothing harsh in asking them to 
pray and forgive others. Of course, such require
ments wou ld also remind God's people of his gra
ciousness toward them. God would ask them to take 
the Lord's Supper every Sunday as a reminder of his 
Son's sacrifice and resurrection, and as a means of 
access to the benefits of his death and resurrection. 

"He would also ask them to lift hymns of praise 
for the salvation he generously gives to them; and 
make free -will offe rings; and assemble each Sunday 
for worship, fo r communion, for listening to his 
word. And he would require, not that they be utterly 
sinless, but that they simply do their best in loving 
him, loving others, doing good, and abstaining from 
evil. 

"In this way, God avoided the unworkable sys
tem of making them earn their salvation. Neither did 
he make righteousness and unrighteousness equal. 
Nor did he find himself bestowing salvation arbi
trarily." 

Angel A: "Of course, you know there is a prob
lem. Some are confused, and they think that if the 
Lord were really asking them to lift hymns of praise 
and engage in the other things he mentioned, that 
this would be, on their part, an attempt to merit sal
vation. Therefore, despite what is plainly said in the 
gospel, they teach that all such matters are optional 
extras." 

Angel B: "I know. How they can confuse earning 
and meriting salvation with obeying such fair and rea
sonable requests is hard to understand. Such matters 
could never be thought the equal of the sacrifice of 
God's own Son upon the cross. Every time they think 
of baptism, or prayer, or hymns, or the Lord's Supper, 
or giving, or assembling w ith other Christians, or 
making a free-will offering, immediately the words 
'unmerited grace' should enter their minds; and praise 
and thankfulness be on their hearts and lips." 

Angel A: "Indeed. It is a wonderful gospel and 
full of grace." 
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Ten Kingdom Keys 
By David Marshall Hadwin, M.Th. 

In Matthew 16:18-19, Jesus says, "And I also say 
unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates of Hades 

shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shall bind of earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven" (ASV). 

What are keys for? They are used for opening 
locked doors or gates so that people can enter in or 
they are used to lock doors or gates to keep people 
out. The purpose of Jesus was not to keep people out 
of the kingdom but to enable them to enter the king
dom, and to grow in citizenship (Phil. 3 :20; 1 :27). 

Therefore, Jesus gave the keys to Peter so that he 
could pass on the keys when the time came. Ever 
since then they have been forever at our disposal to 
unlock the gates so that we can enter in. To find out 
what the keys are, we must go to the apostle Peter. 

The first recorded utterance of the apostle Peter 
the apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit is found 
in Acts 2. This tells us how the apostles received the 
Holy Spirit and how Peter stood up to preach the 
first gospel sermon. In the first part of the sermon, 
Peter preached the gospel in order to produce faith 
in the hearts of the hearers. Faith is the first key of 
the kingdom. Nobody can enter into the kingdom of 
heaven without faith. Peter concludes this part of his 
sermon by saying, " Let all of the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified" (Acts 
2:36). 

We know that faith was produced in the hearts of 
the hearers because we are told: "Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said 
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, 
what shall we do?" (v. 37). 

Peter proceeded to give them the next two keys 
of the kingdom: "Repent ye, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto [for] the 
remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit" (v. 38). 

Forget all of the theology you have ever learned 
and listen carefully to Peter to whom were given the 
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keys of the kingdom of heaven. Peter says that every 
one of us is to be baptized "unto [for] the remission 
of sins" ("eis aphesin hamartion" in the Greek). 

Why did Jesus shed his blood? "Unto [for] the 
remission of sins" he says in Matthew 26:28 ("eis 
aphesin hamartion" in the Greek). Jesus did not shed 
his blood because we already had received the remis
sion of sins, but in order that we might receive the 
remission of our sins. We are not baptized because 
we have already received the remission of our sins 
but that we might receive the remission of our sins. 

What Peter taught them and us is how to be born 
of water and the spirit. Jesus said, "Except one be 
born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God" Qohn 3 :5). In the process of being 
born again, there must first of all be a begetting. This 
is true in both the physical realm and also in the 
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spiritual realm. Peter tells us in 1 Peter 1:22-23: 
"Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedi
ence to the truth unto unfeigned love of the breth
ren, love one another from the heart fervently: hav
ing been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, through the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth." 

The Holy Spirit inspired Peter to preach the 
word by which those on the day of Pentecost were 
born again. Some were "pricked in their hearts" by 
the power of the gospel (Acts 2:37)- begotten by 
the Holy Spirit. They believed. The seed of the king
dom had been planted in their hearts, and they be
lieved. 

The new birth had not yet been completed. The 
new birth also requires water. When a person has 
been immersed in water, then the new birth has been 
completed. The individual comes forth from the wa
ter as a new creature. 

It is only in Christ Jesus that a person is a new 
creature. In 2 Corinthians 5: 17 we are told that "if 
any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old 
things are passed away; behold, they are become 
new." It is only in Christ that a person is a new crea
ture. 

How does a person get into Christ? There are 
only two places in the entire Bible that have the 
words "into Christ". The first passage is in Romans 
6:3-4: "Or are ye ignorant that all we who were bap
tized into Christ jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were buried therefore with him through baptism 
into death; that like as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we also 
might walk in newness of life." We cannot begin to 
walk in newness of life until we have been baptized. 
We are not in Christ until we are baptized into 
Christ. 

The second passage that contains the words "into 
Christ" is Galatians 3:26-27: "For ye are all sons of 
God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ." 

The only place where we can be sons of God is in 
Christ jesus. The only way into Christ is through 
baptism. Those who teach that baptism is not neces
sary for salvation are teaching that one can be saved 
outside of Christ jesus. Those that teach that one can 
be saved before baptism are teaching that one can 
walk in newness of life outside of Christ Jesus. Those 
that teach that one can be saved before baptism are 
teaching that one can be a new creature before one 
has been raised to walk in newness of life. Baptism is 

the third key of the kingdom of heaven. 
Peter gives additional keys to the kingdom of 

heaven: 

Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part 
all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in 
your virtue knowledge; and in your knowledge 
self-control; and in your self-control patience; 
and in your patience godliness; and in your god
liness brotherly kindness; and in your brotherly 
kindness love. For if these things are yours and 
abound, they make you to be neither idle nor 
unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For he that lacketh these things is blind, 
seeing only what is near, having forgotten the 
cleansing from his old sins. Wherefore, breth
ren, give the more diligence to make your calling 
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye 
shall never stumble: fol thus shall be richly sup
plied unto you the entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 
Pet. 1:5-11). 

(Keys of the kingdom of heaven: 4. virtue; 5. 
knowledge; 6. self-control; 7. patience; 8. godliness; 
9. brotherly kindness; 10. love.) 

224 Oak Ave. 
LAke City, FL 32025 

Newly revised 

A Biblical Basis 
for Modern Science 
by Dr. Henry M. Morris 

• A revision of one of the classic defenses of the 
Christian faith 

• Many evidences the Bible is scientifically accurate 
• Wide-ranging subjects. from astronomy to the 

origins of man. 

One of Morris's greatest works. A Biblical Basis for 
Modern Science shows conclusively that the Bible is 
correct where it touches upon science. This remarkable 
defense of the Bible allows the careful reader to see that 
evolutionary science is nothing more than a world view 
with no foundation. Rather the accuracy of the biblical 
records is a marvelous testimony to its divine source. 

Dr. Morris has earned the title "The Father of Modem 
Creationism" because of his writings on the creation/ 
evolution debate. He is a respected scientist , bas written 
a number or textbooks in his own field. He is the founder 
of the Institute for Creation Research. pb, 300 pgs. 

$13.99 
plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 

Fp 

june 2002 9 
Firm Foundation 



(The beloved Hugo McCord sent the following note: "Brother Buster: Your 'Page Four' is an excellent cli
max to your articles refuting The Crux of the Matter: Because the word of God is the seed of the kingdom 
(Luke 8:11), and seed produces after its kind, the seed of the kingdom will always produce the kingdom. My 
old article, 'The Restoration Concept,' is built around the word seed." Our debt to brother McCord goes far 
beyond his accurate teaching about the seed of the kingdom [church], though that is included. Anyway, even 
though we had previously printed McCord's fine piece, we decided to reprint it in this issue of the Firm Founda
tion. He is, as usual, on target. May his simple but profound presentation make an indelible impression on the 
present generation and extend to future generations.) 

The Restoration Concept 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

A worried gospel preacher requests an article 
"in defense of the restoration concept" be
cause, he says, numbers "of schools, churches, 

and professors" are "changing what we have always 
believed and preached." 

No church today can trace its way back histori
cally to Jerusalem in A.D. 30. Is there any way that 
people today, living 2,000 years later, and thousands 
of miles from Jerusalem, can be members of Jesus' 
church? Thank God, the loving Savior has not left us 
helpless and hopeless, for he has provided a way that 
every human being can "understand" the "will of the 
Lord" (Eph. 5: 17). 

Jesus used the word kingdom to describe his 
church (Matt. 16:18-19), and saying that "the seed" 
of the kingdom is "the word of God" (Luke 8:10-
11). As we look at what happened on the day that 
Jesus started his church, it was "the word of God" 
planted in sinners' hearts that bore fruit. That 
"word" from Peter's mouth changed sinners into 
saints, as about 3,000 people believed, repented, and 
were baptized (Acts 2:37-41). 

Then, day-by-day, the Lord added to "the 
church" everyone "being saved" (Acts 2:47). Though 
some Greek manuscripts omit the words "the 
church" from Acts 2:47, all manuscripts in another 
place (Acts 5 :11), referring to the same group of 
people, have the words "the whole church." 

"God is no respecter of persons" (Acts 10:34 ). If 
we, 2,000 years later, and thousands of miles away, 
believe, repent, and are baptized, we have confi
dence the Lord will add us to the same church to 
which he added saved people in Jerusalem in A.D. 
30. Thank God, the same "word of God" that con
verted sinners in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago is still 
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with us, the same "word" that "abides forever" (1 
Pet. 1 :25). We rejoice that: 

All flesh is as grass, and all of its glory as the 
flower of the grass; the grass withers, and the 
flower falls, but the word of the Lord abides for
ever (lsa. 40:8; 1 Pet. 1:24-25). 

This "word," wrote Peter, "is the gospel which 
was preached to you" (1 Pet. 1 :25). It is the same word 
that he had preached on the day that the church was 
established, the same word that caused sinners to cry 
out, "Men! Brothers! What shall we do?" (Acts 2:37), 
the same word that had taught them to believe in Jesus 
"whom" they had "crucified" (Acts 2:36), the same 
word that had commanded them to repent and to be 
baptized for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38), the 
same word that had caused them to be "added to the 
church" (Acts 2:47). 

Similarly, on a different continent, some 21 years 
later, Paul's preaching the same "word" in Corinth 
touched sinners' hearts. The result was that "many of 
the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized" 
(Act 18:8). Paul left town and later wrote a letter to 
the baptized believers in which he called them "the 
church of God in Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:2). 

Now, on still another continent, when people be
lieve the same word about "Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2), repent and are baptized, they 
are the Lord's church, nothing more, and nothing 
less, and "the restoration concept" is vindicated. 

William Jennings Bryan wrote, "In Cairo I se
cured a few grains of wheat that had slumbered for 
more than thirty centuries in an Egyptian tomb." If 
those grains of wheat were brought to America, and 
planted in good soil, the only crop that they could 
produce would be copies of themselves. In parallel, if 



the pure word of God (Psa. 12:6) is brought to 
America from overseas, and is not handled "deceit
fully" (2 Cor. 4:2), the only church that it can pro
duce is Jesus' church. Jim Waldron writes: 

While my family and I lived in Pakistan, I read 
an article in the Karachi Morning News under 
the title, 'Hardy Seeds,' that chickweed seeds, 
believed to be about 1500 years old, had been 
found in an archaeological 'dig' in Japan. The 
article, quoting from a report out of Mito, Ja
pan, said the seeds sprouted after scientists 
planted them in a hot house. 

In parallel, the word of God is a "hardy" seed that 
"abides forever" (1 Pet. 1 :25). Invariably, as chick
weed seeds produce only chickweeds, so the hardy 
seed of the kingdom produces only Jesus' church 
wherever and whenever good and honest hearts re
ceive it. 

Louisa Borden in Cherry Grove, Ill., in 1853 
married David Denny. They decided to move to what 
would become the state of Washington. However, it 
was difficult for Louisa to part from a neighbor lady, 
Pamelia, knowing they would never see each other 
again. Their final good-bye, with weeping and kiss
ing, was in Louisa's sweetbriar rose garden. As a 
fond remembrance, said Louisa, "I'll take sweetbriar 
seed to the 'Promised Land.'" 

Mter more than a thousand miles, Louisa planted 
the sweetbriar seeds close to her cabin. In the spring 
she enjoyed the fragrance of sweetbriar roses, pink 
with five petals and with a yellow seed-center- just 
like those she had last seen in Illinois. 

Sweetbriar roses, previously unknown in the 
Northwest, have spread from Louisa's garden, and 
are now abundant all along the beaches of Puget 
Sound. In parallel, as those sweetbriar seeds from Il
linois could produce nothing in the Northwest but 
sweetbriar roses, so the pure seed of the kingdom 
from Palestine can produce nothing in America but 
New Testament churches. Each congregation, like 
the sweetbriar rose, exudes the "aroma of Christ," a 
"life-giving fragrance" (2 Cor. 2:15-16, FHV). 

In 1839 at Cooperstown, N.Y., Abner Doubleday 
invented the game of baseball. The rulebook for that 
game has been printed in several languages, includ
ingjapanese. Now baseball is played in Japan exactly 
the same as first played in Cooperstown, because the 
Doubleday rulebook has been carried to Japan. 

In parallel, in 1892 J.M. McCaleb left America 
to go to Japan. He took with him the rulebook about 
Jesus' church. In four Tokyo parks he preached for 
years, eventually baptizing 654 precious people, and 

establishing seven congregations exactly like those 
described in the New Testament rulebook. 

Brother McCaleb taught those whom he baptized 
not to add to the New Testament rulebook (1 Cor. 
4:6; Rev. 22:18-19, ASV). Quite different would 
have been the result of brother McCaleb's preaching 
if he had added the Roman Catholic Catechism, or 
the Episcopal Prayer Book, or the Lutheran Cat
echism, or the Methodist Discipline, or the Presbyte
rian Confession of Faith, or the Book of Mormon, or 
Science and Health With a Key to the Scriptures. A 
seed produces its own kind. 

An unbroken line of connecting "bishops" from 
Jerusalem to Corinth to Tokyo or to an American 
city is impossible and foreign to the New Testament. 
To grow Georgia watermelons in the state of Wash
ington one does not head a vine in Georgia north
west across the Mississippi River and over the 
Rockies to produce watermelons in Washington. It 
would make more sense to carry Georgia water
melon seeds and plant them in Washington. 
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(We continue our review of the book, The Crux of the Matter, which was written by 3 ACU professors, 
Doug Foster, jack Reese, and jeff Childers. We are attempting to cash the author's invitation to promote "dia
logue in the churches." The preface to the book, written by President Royce Money, says, ~we pray it [the series] 
will stimulate discussion.,, We have invited the 3 professors to enter into an arrangement that will allow all in
terested brothers to witness our civil and courteous exchange. So far, however, they have not accepted.) 

The Crux of the MaHer, Page Six 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

0 n page 23 of the book our dear brothers 
wrote: 
Forty years ago, the answer to that question 

was clearer. We were the ones who had a biblical 
name, a biblical organization, and a biblical 
hermeneutic. We had the right understanding of 
salvation, worship, the Holy Spirit, the millen
nium, Bible classes, and church cooperation. We 
were the New Testament Church. 

This assumption of 'right understanding' of 
Scripture leading to the right practices and doc
trines led some to argue, implicitly or explicitly, 
that other groups that did not believe or practice 
the things we did were not going_.to be saved. If 
we talked about how many Christians lived in 
New Zealand or France, we meant how many 
members of American-planted Churches of 
Christ lived there. 

The question to which the writers refer is "How 
did the relatively predictable, orderly church [of 
Christ] of the Fifties evolve into a church of such di
versity of practice and belief?" (Ibid. p. 23 ). 

Our friends at Abilene tell us that 40 years ago 
the answer was clear, which implies that today it is 
not clear. (Remember items specifically mentioned 
are salvation, worship, and organization of the 
church, Holy Spirit, and eschatology.) 

Saved people are not the standard of what is 
right and true. The Bible is. Do Reese, Foster, and 
Childers agree that all questions of religious faith 
and practice must be resolved on the basis of what 
does the Bible teach, not what do saved men say 
(even university professors)?1 

Do the authors of The Crux of the Matter think 
that God gave us a book that is unclear on crucial is
sues of salvation? 

God, in his very nature, cannot make mistakes. If 
God makes mistakes, he is not God. If the original 
manuscripts came from God, they are inerrant. If 
those original manuscripts (the autographs) did not 
come directly from God, they may be ambiguous and 
doubtful, as with all things human. 

God's word is truth Oohn 17:17)- and it is 
truth that makes us free Oohn 8:32). God's word is 
absolutely pure, like metal refined in the furnace 
seven times (Psa. 12:6). Seven times, by the way, in
dicates purified to perfection. 

So, the question is, what does the Bible teach 
about a biblical name for the church, a biblical orga
nization, a biblical hermeneutic, salvation, worship, 
the Holy Spirit, the millennium, Bible classes, and 
church cooperation? 

Whatever it said 40 years ago is what is says now. 
On the question of initial salvation, for instance, 

the Bible taught 40 years ago that the alien sinner 
had to (1) hear, (2) believe, (3) repent, (4) confess, 
and (5) be buried in water to receive remission of 
sins, and raised to walk a new life. Has that changed 
in the last 40 years? 

On the question of assembly worship, the Bible 
taught 40 years ago that the public worship of the 
saints included (1) singing [only], (2) prayer, (3) com
munion, (4) giving, and (5) teaching. Has that 
changed? 

Whatever the Bible says about the items enumer
ated by our brothers at ACU in The Crux of the Mat
ter is true and correct. Surely our Abilene brothers 
are not advocating biblical relativism (that concepts 
such as right and wrong, goodness and badness, or 

1 This is why the question, "Is the Bible, in its original manuscripts, inerrant?" is so imponant. If the Bible is not from men, but is a revelation of 
jesus <?al. ~:11-12), then we must not tamper with it, and it is an absolute authority in religion. 
lf_the Bable 1s.t~e v~ry word of v~ry God, th~n it's original writing is infallibly correct. If it is the product of human wisdom and insights, though 
darected by d1vane Impulse, then It may contam errors. If the autographs have mistakes, they are a human production and not an absolute authority. 
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truth and falsehood are not absolute but change 
from culture to culture and situation to situation)? 

A second point is that if what the Bible says 
about salvation, worship, organization of the church, 
the ·Holy Spirit, the millennium, Bible classes, and 
cooperation (between congregations in evangelism 
and benevolence) is true, then anything that differs 
from it is not true. A thing cannot be both "true" and 
"false." (This is what logicians call "The Law of the 
Excluded Middle.") 

It any group should teach anything that differs 
from what the Bible says about salvation and the or
ganization, work, and worship of the church on 
earth, then they are wrong - and the Bible is right. 

It is not necessary for us to harp on this point. 
Still, we need to examine, in the light of sacred 

scripture, the operation of the Holy Spirit in reveal
ing the wisdom of God. 

The Bible, our absolute and inerrant standard in 
religion, says that prophets received the very words 
of God and transmitted them to human creatures. 

(a) Jesus spoke only what God told him to speak 
Uohn 7:16-18; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10). 

(h) Jesus baptized the apostles in the Holy Spirit, 
and promised that the Spirit of Truth (Holy Spirit) 
would speak to them all saving truth ijohn 16:13-
15; 1 Cor. 2:10-13; John 14:26). 

(c) The apostles laid hands on certain saints of 
the first century to enable them to know saving truth 
in the absence of an apostle - and until the written 
revelation was complete (Acts 8: 18; 1 Cor. 12:7-11; 
14:26-33). 

The progression was from Jehovah to Jesus, from 
Jesus to the apostles, from the apostles to some first 
century saints, and, ultimately, to the complete, writ
ten, final record, which we have today in the Bible -
and these temporary provisions were then removed 
(1 Cor. 13:8-10). 

In the God-breathed scriptures we have the 
"once for all delivered faith" Uude 1:3). 

It is sinful - and brings God's judgment of con
demnation - to change a jot or title of that holy rev
elation (Gal. 1 :8-11). 

Don't pervert revelation. It is the word of God. It 
was confirmed in the first century by signs and won
ders (Heb. 2:1-14). We have the revealed, confirmed 
word of God in the Bible. It is a certified gospel (Gal. 
1:11). 

If any one claims to bring additional revelation, he 
is accursed of God (Gall :8-9). He has no hope, and is 
doomed to destruction. This applies to Mohammad, 

Joseph Smith, Ellen G. White, AI Gore, and any other 
person who claims to be under the immediate direc
tion of the Holy Spirit in the modern world. 

Here's the rub! Our friends at Abilene Christian 
University say: 

Members of Churches of Christ have tended 
to see little immediate involvement of God in 
their lives. Historically there are many reasons 
for this, including the emphasis on reason we in
herited from Alexander Campbell and our rejec
tion of what we saw as the excesses of the Holi
ness and Pentecostal movements. In recent years 
many have hungered for a heightened sense of 
God's work in their lives. This openness to see 
God working in every aspect of our daily exist
ence is a needed corrective to our cautious reluc
tance to attribute any specific event directly to 
God's work (Crux of the Matter, p. 119) ...• 

... God works through human efforts, through 
human methods and understandings, but he is 
the one working and what he does is beyond the 
capability of any hermeneutic. The gap between 
us and the text would be too broad for us to 
close without the activity of God's Spirit, who 
works in the community to lead us into all truth 
when we are faithfully cultivating the holy life 
Uohn 16: 13). Good interpretation is always 
bathed in prayer (p. 164). 

Are these brothers saying that John 16:13- a 
promise Jesus made to the apostles - applies to 
people living today? If yes, whom? Does the Holy 
Spirit speak directly to people today? If yes, are they 
led into all the truth? Are Foster, Reese, and Childers 
guided by the Holy Spirit into all truth, as the 
apostles were? 

We have no wish to misrepresent, or misunder
stand these brothers, and therefore respectfully ask 
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that they answer these questions in the light of what 
they wrote in The Crux of the Matter. 

We now come full circle and return to the place 
of the beginning of this article. 

Alexander Campbell emphasized restoring the 
facts of the ancient Gospel seen in scripture. As 
already mentioned he spent years on his 'Search 
for the Ancient Order of Things' series in the 
Christian Baptist and spelled out key items in his 
Christian System and Christianity Restored. 
These included: immersion for remission of sins, 
taking the Lord's Supper every Sunday, local con
gregational governance by elders, and simple 
worship with songs reflecting scriptural con
cepts. He insisted that these were part of the 
'Christian institution' and could not be changed 
without severe consequence" (The Crux of the 
Matter, p. 111). 

Okay, fine- now, we have a right to know if you 
agree or disagree. Is baptism a burial in water and a 
resurrection to wash away sins? Is the Lord's Supper 
to be taken every Sunday- and only on Sunday? 
Should elders govern local congregations? Is it sinful 
to use mechanical instruments of music in worship of 
God? Are these part of the Christian institution? 

And, finally, if anyone teaches a different gospel, 
is he accursed? 

How will Foster, Childers, and Reese answer? Or 
will they? 

P.O. Box 690 192 
Housto11, TX 77269 

(By the way, the authors ofThe Crux of the Mat
ter have not yet said if the original manuscripts of the 
Bible are inerrant; neither have they proposed a fo
rum for full discussion of these important things.) 
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The First and Last Verses of the Bible 
By Albert Gardner 

The First Verse 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth" (Gen. 1:1). 

The Bible begins with God. Like a surveyor, un
less we start in the right place we will end up at the 
wrong place. Though the first verse does not set out 
to prove the existence of God, there is ample evi
dence for the honest mind to accept as truth the 
statement that begins with God. 

Every effect must have an adequate cause. 
Chance cannot account for the earth, nature and the 
solar system. The human body is "fearfully and won
derfully made" (Psa. 139:14). How the nervous and 
digestive systems function show signs of intelligent 
planning and could never have developed in a hap
hazard way. 

There is order in the universe. The reason people 
can go into space is because there is order. They sim
ply follow established law. We are informed much in 
advance about an eclipse and are told the very time it 
will occur. All of this is a result of intelligent plan
rung. 

If you were on an island and you thought you 
were the only human being ever to be there, but 
when you went in search of food, you came upon a 
house. What would that tell you? It would tell you 
someone had been here before you for houses do not 
build themselves, and neither do worlds. "For every 
house is built by someone, but He who built all 
things is God" (Heb. 3:4). 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament shows His handiwork" (Psa. 19:1). 

"Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without 
witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with 
food and gladness" (Acts 14: 17). 
· "For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead" (Rom. 1:20). 

These verses appeal to creation, the earth and the 
harvest as evidence for God. From nature we can 
l.mow the power, wisdom and the existence of God. 

We cannot learn what to do to be saved or how 

to live the Christians life from the stars. We must 
learn these things from the Bible. 

Design must have a designer. A poem implies a 
poet. A painting implies an artist. A law implies a 
lawgiver. A watch implies a watchmaker. A world 
implies a world-maker. 

I may never know the poet, and may not even 
know his name, but I can know the poet did exist for 
poems do not write themselves. I may never meet the 
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watchmaker but there is one for watches do not 
make themselves. Even if I don't know the world
maker, I can be sure there is one for worlds can't 
make themselves. Though I can learn some things 
from that which has been created about the Creator, 
I must go to the Bible to learn his character, at
tributes, and his will for man. 

The word translated God is plural and implies 
the trinity. "Let us make man" (Gen. 1 :26), also 
shows plurality. The word trinity does not appear in 
the Bible but "Godhead" is mentioned (Acts 17:29; 
Col. 2:9; Rom. 1 :20). The three members of the 
Godhead are mentioned at the baptism of Christ 
(Matt. 3:13-17), and our baptism is to be in the 
name of the Sacred Three (Matt. 28: 19). 

In the Bible belief in creation and all miracles is 
joined to belief in God. Those who reject the cre
ation account revealed by Moses often do not believe 
in the virgin birth of Christ. 

Jesus dealt with this very point. "Do not think 
that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who 
accuses you - Moses, in whom you trust. For if you 
believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote 
about Me. For if you do not believe his writings, how 
will you believe My words?" Uohti 5:45-47). 

If one rejects one miracle, he rejects all miracles. 
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The Last Verse 
"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all" 
(Rev. 22:21). 

He is not only the God of Creation, but he is the 
God of salvation. If one is saved, it will be by the 
grace of God. The old definition of grace is still a 
good one: favor or gift. 

One cannot build a church, write a gospel, or of
fer a sacrifice that will save one sinner. God did all 
that for us and gave a plan to be followed. Our obe
dience is simply the acceptance of the grace of God. 
We are saved by grace, and we can never boast about 
it (Eph. 2:8-9). 

What does it mean to be saved by grace? How do 
we do this? God did not leave us in the dark about it 
for he wants everyone to be saved. He wanted us to 
know, so he revealed several examples of salvation 
by grace. , 

The Pentecost sermon led the hearers to the con
clusion that Jesus is both Lord and Christ (Acts 
2:36). That one sermon was so powerful that three 
thousand, on being told to "repent and be baptized," 
gladly received the word and were baptized, and the 
Lord added them to the church. They had been 
saved by the grace of God. 

Philip preached Jesus to the eunuch, who under
stood it, believed it, confessed Christ, and went 
down into the water and was baptized. "Now when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught Philip away, so the eunuch saw him no more; 
and he went on his way rejoicing" (Acts 8:39). He 
was rejoicing because he had been saved by grace. 

The God of creation of Genesis 1:1 is the God of 
salvation by grace through Christ (Rev. 22:21). The 
world is not here by accident, and the death of Christ 
for our sins was not by accident but was according to 
the plan of God before the foundation of the world 
(1 Pet. 1:18-20). 

P.O. 27 
Strawberry, AR 72469-0027 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 

1826 
A translation of the New Testament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

S19.99 
plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@quik.com 

Fp 



Making Today Your Own 
By Jimmy Palmer 

But exhort one another daily, while it is 
called 'Today' lest any of you be hardened 
by the deceitfulness of sin (Heb. 3:13). 

Do you have a "pocketful" of day or have you 
"spent" your day already? 

How do you spend the blessed currency of time? 
"Right now" is something each one living on the 

earth has in common. And while multitudes of pre
cious souls are being born into this world "right 
now," multitudes of precious souls are also hurdling 
into eternity "right now." 

Many of the souls leaving the earthly body wish 
- "right now" - they had a few more minutes to 
do things they must leave undone. 

Today is the most important time for each one of 
us- because it is all we have. We are not promised 
next year, next month, next week, or even tomor
row. Today is important because it is when we can 
make the choice to obey, to encourage a brother or 
sister, to take the first step in living a life for Christ ... 
to find one's life in losing it. 

"What is your life? It is eyen a vapor that appears 
for a little time and then vanishes away" Oames 
4:14). 

Life is a vapor, which is but for a moment. Like 
the morning fog, it vanishes in the heat of the sun. A 
day in your life is a valuable and precious gift be
cause it is so soon over. 

Sin may deceive us by telling us, "You've got 
time." Therefore the inspired writer of the book of 
Hebrews told us to "exhort one another day by day, 
so long as it is called Today; lest any of you be hard
ened through the deceitfulness of sin." 

"Come now you who say, Today or tomorrow we 
will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, 
buy and sell, and make a profit; whereas you do not 
know what will happen tomorrow" Oames 4:12-13 ). 

The saying, "The road to hell is paved with good 
intentions," of course, means that intending to take 
care of important duties at a future time is the path
way to eternal ruin. 

Though we plan to do something good (study the 
Bible, obey the gospel, teach the lost, call a discour
aged brother or sister, visit the sick, minister to the 

needy) our hectic schedules crowd out our good in
tentions. 

We may forget that there will not always be a to
morrow. 

The importance of "living in the moment" is clear. 
We are not promised tomorrow. Today is all we have. 

Instead you ought to say 'If the Lord wills, we 
shall live and do this or that.' But now you boast 
in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
Therefore, to him who knows to do good and 
does not do it, to him it is sin Oames 4:15-17 
NKJV). 

We must, like the five wise virgins, make prepa
rations for the second coming. Will 1 esus find us 
watching and waiting? 

Let us imitate saints of the first century of whom 
it is said, "Every day, in the temple and at home, they 
ceased not to teach and to preach 1 esus as the Christ" 
(Acts 5 :42). 

What if the person you hesitated approaching 
about a Bible Study for fear of damaging a friendship 
were to die ... or you were to die ... or the Lord were 
to come again ... or you moved away and lost the op
portunity. 

For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men. Teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live so
berly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
looking for the blessed hope and glorious ap
pearing of our great God and Savior jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify 
for Himself His own special people, zealous for 
good works (Titus 2:11-14). 1409 Pine Ave. 
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The First Christian Martyr 
By T. Pierce Brown 

The death of Stephen recorded in Acts 7 is 
commonly referred to as an account of the 
first Christian martyr. The word martyr in the 

Greek language simply means "witness" and did not 
originally refer to a person who died for some cause. 

Let us examine some of the reasons for the mar
tyrdom of Stephen. 

One of the reasons for his death was the religious 
intolerance of the Pharisees who thought they had a 
corner on all righte.ousness and knowledge. They 
were "in charge" of things and jealous of anyone 
who might gain any prominence. Pilate "knew that 
for envy they delivered" Jesus to die (Matt. 27:19). 

Another reason for Stephen being put to death 
was rationalistic disbelief of the Sadducees who 
could not stand the pressure of the condemnation of 
men like Stephen. They killed Christ, but he rose 
from the dead. They did not like that for two rea
sons. First, although they had said, "His blood be 
upon us and upon our children" they were afraid 
that preachers would "bring this man's Uesus'] blood 
upon us" (Acts 5 :28). Second, they did not believe in 
a resurrection so Stephen's preaching would destroy 
their cherished opinions. 

Jesus asked, "Why do ye also transgress the com
mandment of God by your tradition?" (Matt. 15:3). 
In verse 6 he says, "Thus have ye made the com
mandment of God of none effect by your tradition." 

The Bible speaks of two kinds of traditions. One 
is a tradition that had been authorized of God and 
should be continued. The other kind is a tradition of 
man, which may be bad, or may be indifferent. In no 
case are the traditions of men to be bound as a law 
from God (Matt. 15:5-9). 

Traditionalism was one of the things that caused 
Christ to be crucified and Stephen to be stoned. 

Prejudiced people are willing to split the church 
over opinions. 

Note the mixture of truth and falsehood in the 
accusations against Stephen. They said he had spo
ken against the law. Had he? He had in the sense that 
he taught, "You do not have to obey the Law of 
Moses to be saved." 

Suppose I sit down at a table at a restaurant with 

18 ~i:!: Found;~~~ 

a Baptist preacher to talk about the way of salvation 
and his false doctrine. A preaching brother may see 
me and say, "Brother Brown was having fellowship 
with the Baptist preacher, and can not be trusted." 

Since "fellowship" is "joint participation" and he 
saw us using the same saltshaker, his accusation 
might not be a complete lie, but it would be wrong. 

Suppose you came to my house this summer and I 
say to you, "Let us go out back and sit in· the shade." 
In a month or so you become angry with me, and 
write, "I went to his house and was speaking very 
kindly with him and he invited me out of his house." 
It would be difficult to accuse you of lying, but you 
would be sinning. 

Stephen was a man of good report and full of 
wisdom. He was not fanatic. He was a man of stabil
ity, who was neither ashamed of the gospel nor 
afraid to preach it. 

He had time for benevolent work. Stephen 
preached with grace and power, but he was able to 
minister to the needs of widows without favoritism. 

He waited on tables, but when he had an oppor
tunity he preached. He held high office. Jesus said, 
"He that would be great among you, let him be ser
vant of all." 

Stephen was a great man, though it is doubtful if 
he knew it. 

Notice his attitude toward his enemies. He de
sired to teach them. A sinner must learn truth to be 
free [from sin] ijohn 8:32). 

Stephen's purpose was to glorify God, not him
self. Some might give Stephen a failing grade as a 
preacher. He did not baptize even one person as a 
result of the sermon in Acts 7. 

He was a negative preacher and made his audi
ence feel guilty. Only those who know themselves to 
be sinners will be constrained to come to Jesus. 

We would do well to notice the preaching an~ 
deeds done by the men in the New Testament, and 
imitate their example. Let us teach in kindness and 
love, but with the force of uncompromising truth. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, 1N 38501 
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Baptism 11for the Forgiveness of Sins" 
By Bob Cruse 

The apostle Peter, during the first gospel ser
mon, commanded believing Jews to "repent, 
and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins" (Acts 
2:38 NASB). 

In stark contrast to these inspired words, The 
Standard Manual For Baptist Churches states un
equivocally, "Baptism is not essential to salvation" 
(Quoted by Jule L. Miller; Gospel Advocate, June 
1992, p. 27). 

Over the years, many thousands of sincere Bap
tists have rejected their manual, accepted the truth 
and joyfully submitted to scriptural baptism. Only in 
the last decade or two has a massive, almost univer
sal, resistance to Bible baptism developed among 
such people. 

Baptists may feel their baptism was scriptural, 
many do not remember the details. Tactful probing 
will usually uncover the fact of a mysterious (better
felt-than-told) "saving experience" preceding their 
baptism, which was "because of" the forgiveness of 
sins, and not "in order to" the remission of sins. Of
ten pointing this out is all that is needed to bring a 
sincere person to accept scriptural baptism. 

Not a few times in recent years, when this kind 
of patient probing has not occurred, Baptists have 
been inappropriately accepted into the fellowship of 
the church. 

This is a quadruple tragedy. 
First, all past sins remain, including those of 

wearing a name excluded by the silence of scripture 
and fighting against God in a denomination. 

Second, a "snowball" effect reaches other candi
dates for conversion and discourages them from sub
mitting to scriptural baptism. 

Foxe's Book of Martyrs by John Foxe 
Throughout the centuries, Christians have endured times of 
persecution and death for daring to take a stand for their beliefs. 
These individuals were martyrs for the cause of Christ. This book 
shows us people who desired to correct and reform the religious 
abuses that had taken over the church. hb, 3 71 pgs. RFOXO I 

..................................................................... m:99 $12.99 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Third, a leavening process among weak Chris
tians hinders them from standing "firm in the faith" 
on this vital doctrine. 

Fourth, the pernicious dogmas of ecumenism and 
"religious pluralism," that have pervaded every de
nomination, are weaseled into the church through a 
back door. 

Christ built his church as an exclusive body. He 
specified the terms of entrance into it (Acts 2:3 8,41; 
1 Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3). 

Allowing members of denominations who have 
not been immersed "for the remission of sins" into 
the fellowship of the church yields only negative 
spiritual benefits. 

The positive spiritual alternative is to lovingly 
speak the whole truth to every inquirer to ensure his 
salvation and keep church of Christ pure and error
less. 112 Wood Haven Court 

Red Oak, TX 75154 
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Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 
and the archaeologist's task, Hearth 
surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 

0-8010-1129-9 Hardback, 44Bpgs. 

$44.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

Archaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0-8010-6267-5 

Hardback, 432 pgs. 

$39.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

$8.50 s&h for both books 
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(Thought you might find it fascinating to read what Islamic writers say about Muhammad and the emer
gence of the Quo'ran. There are three "holy" books of Islam, and the Hadith is second only to the Quo'ran. 
Some of what is written in the Hadith is crude and we have elected to ignore the seamy statements.) 

A Manual of Hadith 
(lntrodudory Paragraph)a 

The Hadith narrated in this chapter bear out what 
has been so clearly established in the Holy Qur' an. 
We are told that before the higher revelation, the 
Prophet received revelation in the form of dreams; 
that the Prophet's first experience of higher revela
tion was marked by the appearance of the Angel, 
who communicated to him the first Divine message 
in words, contained in the first five ve~ses of ch. 96, 
and that the Prophet related his experience to 
Waraqah who believed in him, saying that it was the 
angel Gabriel who brought the Divine message to 
Moses (h. 2.) The Prophet's second experience of the 
higher revelation was similar to the first (h. 3). It is 
further shown that the higher revelation of the Holy 
Qur'an came in words through Gabriel (hh. 4, 5). He 
felt a great strain when this revelation came to him: 
he perspired even on cold days and grew heavier and 
a perceptible change came over him (hh. 5-8). It ap
pears that to receive this spiritual experience he was 
translated to another sphere, and his detachment 
from the material environment was so real that it 
brought about a physical change as well. 

How Revelation Came to the Prophet 
1 Umar ibn al-Khattab said, I heard the Messenger of 
Allah, (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) say: 
"Actions shall be judged only by intention, and a man 
shall have what he intends; so whoever flies from his 
home for the sake of Allah and His Messenger, his 
flight shall be accounted for the sake of Allah and his 
Messenger, and who ever flies from his home for the 
sake of worldly gain which he aims to attain or a 
woman whom he wants to marry, his flight shall be 
accounted for that for which he flies." 

2 .Nishah said: The first revelation that was 

granted to the Messenger of Allah (peace and bless
ings be on him) the true of Allah, was dream in a 
state of sleep, so that he never dreamed a dream but 
the truth of it shone forth like the dawn of the morn
ing. Then solitude became dear to him and he used 
to seclude himself in the cave of Hira'1 and therein 
he devoted himself to Divine worship for several 
nights before he came back to his family and took 
provisions for this (retirement); then he would re
turn to Khadijah2 and take (more) provisions for a 
similar (period), until the Truth3 came to him while 
he was in the cave of Hira'; so the angel (Gabriel) 
came to him and said, Read. He (the Prophet) said, 
"I said I am not one who can read." And he contin
ued: "Then he (the angel) took hold of me and he 
pressed me so hard that I could not bear it any more, 
and then he let me go and said, Read. I said, I am not 
one who can read. Then he took hold of me and 
pressed .me a second time so hard that I could not 
bear it any more, then he let me go again and said, 
Read. I said, "I am not one who can read." (The 
Prophet) continued: "Then he took hold of me and 
pressed me hard for a third time, then he let me go 
and said, 'Read in the name of thy Lord Who created 
-He created man from a clot- Read and thy Lord 
is most Honorable.'" The Messenger of Allah, (peace 
and blessings of Allah be on him) blessings returned, 
with this (message) while his heart trembled and he 
came to Khadijah, daughter of Khuwailid, and said, 
"Wrap me up, wrap me up," and she wrapped him 
up until the awe left him. Then he said to Khadijah 
while he related to her what had happened: "I fear 
for myself." Khhadijah said, "Nay, By Allah, Allah 
will never bring thee to disgrace, for thou unitest the 
ties of relationship and bearest the burden of the 

; This ~ve (6 ft. by 2) ft. lies to ~he r,tonh-east of M~ah [Mecca] at a distance of about three miles from the city. 
KhadtJah was the Holy Prophet s wtfe whom he marrted when he was twenty-five years old while she was forty, and who remained his only wife till 
her death when he was fifty years of age. 

3 By the Truth is meant the Spirit of Truth or the Holy Spirit, i.e., Gabriel. He is called "the Angel• in the words that follow. This first appearance of 
Gabriel, which was the beginning of the highest form of revelation, took place according to one repon on the 25th of the month of Ramadzan. 
Othe~ say it was th~ 17th of Ramadzan, which see~ to be a mistake for the 27th, for according to the Holy Qur'an, the first revelation came on 
the lailat al-gadr which occurs on one of the three ntghts of Ramadzan, 25th, 27th and 29th. According to a repon of Ibn ~bas, the Holy Prophet 
had then attained the age of forty. 
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weak and earnest for the destitute and honourest the 
guest and helpest in real distress." 

Then Khadijah went with him until she brought 
him to Waraqah ibn Naufal ibn Asad ibn 'Abd al
'Uzza, Khadijah's uncle's son, "and he was a man 
who had become a Christian in the time of Igno
rance," and he used to write the Hebrew script, and 
he wrote from the Gospel in Hebrew what it pleased 
Allah that he should write, and he was a very old 
man who had turned blind. Khadijah said to him, 0 
uncle's son! Listen to thy brother's son. Waraqah 
said to him, "My brother's son! What hast thou 
seen?" So the Messenger of Allah, (the peace and 
blessings of Allah be on him) related to him what he 
had seen. Waraqah said to him "This is the angel 
Gabriel whom Allah sent to Moses; would that I 
were a young man at this time - would that I were 
alive when thy people would expel thee! TheMes
senger of Allah, (the peace and blessings of Allah be 
on him), said, "Would they expel me?" He said, 
"Yes; never has a man appeared with the like of that 
which thou hast brought but he has been held in en
mity; and if thy time finds me (alive) I shall help thee 
with the fullest help." Mter that not much time had 
passed that Waraqah died, and the revelation broke 
off temporarily. 

[From the chapter called, Purification] 
10 'Aishah4 said, The right hand of the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be on him), was 
for his ablution and his food, and his left hand for 
cleaning after easing himself and for removing nox
ious things. 

22 'Aishah said, "Never did the Prophet, (peace 
and blessings of Allah be on him) wake up after 
sleeping at night or in the day, but he used the tooth
brush before he performed ablution. "5 

30 Abu Hurairah said, "The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him), said: 
"When you put on clothes and when you perform 
ablution, begin with the right side. "6 

31 Ibin Abbas reported that The Prophet, (peace 
and blessings of Allah be on him) wiped his head and 

also his two ears, the internal parts of them with his 
two forefingers and the back parts of them with his 
two thumbs. 

32 'Amr ibn Umayyah said, I saw the prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him) passing his 
hands over his turban and his boots. 

39 Ibn ~bbas said, The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him) said, "Ablu
tion is necessary for him who sleeps reclining, for 
when he reclines his joints are relaxed." 

40 Abu-1-Darda, reported that The Messenger of 
Allah, (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) vom
ited, then performed ablution. 

3 7 Anas said, The Prophet of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be on him), to perform ablution, at 
every prayer. I (his disciple) said, How did you act? 
He said, ablution sufficed one of us .... 7 

There are certain Hadith speaking of the neces
sity of ablution in certain other cases. For instance, 
there is a Hadith, which says that ablution should be 
performed if one has kissed one's wife, but other 
Hadith contradicts this. The clear rule laid down by 
Bukhari that ablution is necessitated only by what 
passes out of the two outlets of natural evacuation is 
the safest rule. Sound sleep and vomiting are the 
only exceptions. 

25 Yahya al-Mazini reported that A man said to 
~bd Allah ibn Zaid, Canst thou show me how the 
Messenger of Allah, (peace and blessings of Allah be 
on him), performed ablution? 1\bd Allah ibn Zaid 
said, Yes. So he sent for water and poured it over his 
hands and washed his hands twice, then he rinsed his 
mouth and sniffed water into his nose thrice, then he 
washed his face thrice, then he washed his hands up 
to the elbow twice, then he wiped his head with both 
his hands so that he carried them from the front and 
brought them back- he began with his forehead 
until he carried them to his neck, then he brought 
them back to the place from which he had started
then he washed his two feet. 

43 !t\bd Allah ibn 1Umar reported that The Mes
senger of Allah, (peace and blessings of Allah be on 

4 This was Muhhamad's favorite wife (he married several women aher the death of Khadijah). 
s The use of the toothbrush aher sleep is essential because there is no access of light or air into the mouth during sleep, and the dirt that has there 

accumulated must be cleaned at once. 
6 In performing ablution the right hand should be washed first and then the leh. The same rule is to be followed in washing the feet. 
7 The Arabic word is ahdatha which means originally he caused or occasioned a thing .... When Abu Hurairah was asked, what Hadith was, he simply 
said, breaking wind but it includes the passing of urine, stools and wind. To this must be added sound sleep as stated in h. 39 and vomiting (h. 40), 
though there is a difference of opinion in the latter case. The reason for a fresh ablution aher sound sleep seems to be that one does not know if one 
has passed wind in that condition. Bukhari makes it clear that ablution is only necessary when something passes out through the makhrajain, the two 
ways of natural evacuation. The flowing of blood from wounds or the spitting of blood does not necessitate ablution. If a man performs ablution by 
wiping his boots or socks, and then takes them off, fresh ablution is not necessary (hh. 32, 34). Taking food or milk does not call for fresh ablution, 
but the mouth should be rinsed in both cases. 
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him), said: "When one of you comes to the Friday 
gathering, he should take a bath." 

44 The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
of Allah be on him) said, "Taking a bath on Friday is 
incumbent on every one who has attained to puberty 
and he should use the tooth-brush and use scent if he 
can find it. 

45 Abu Hurairah said, The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him) said: "It is 
incumbent upon every Muslim that he should take a 
bath (at least) once in every seven days and wash his 
head and his whole body." 

46 Abu Hurairah said, The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him,) said, "The 
person who washes a dead body should take a bath." 

(This gives a partial but sufficient understanding 
of why the writings of Muhammad are so vastly infe
rior to the Revelation of jesus Christ.) FF 
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A trained hospital counselor provides a short course 
of practical "dos and don'ts" for visiting the sick, 
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priate scriptures to use. 0-8010-6265-9 pb, 11 2 pgs. 
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Seeking Spiritual Strength 
by Dr. John llobbs 
Designed to strengthen one's faith and spiritual life. Strong 
emphasis on Scripture throughout this book; the author be
lieves that the Bible is the final authority on all religious 
matters. Many illustrations and poems; thought/discussion 
questions at the end of each of the 13 chapters. Ideal for 
class or private study. BKYY03 pb ........................... $9.95 

The Compelling Power of the Cross 
A deeper look into the meaning of Christ's death 

by Dr. John llobbs 
Written after many years of study and preparation, this 
book promotes greater understanding and appreciation for 
what Christ did for us by his death on the cross. His sacri
fice should compel Christians to live their lives according to 
the will of God. Thought/discussion questions at the end of 
each of the 14 chapters make this book ideal for class or 
private study. BKYY02 pb .......................... ............... $7.95 
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"The Startling Truth about Neanderthal Man," - but it is 
far more than that. In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept 
of"prehistory," describes how fossils are uncovered, exam
ines some of the faulty assumptions behind recent fossil 
finds, presents evidence from the fossil record against 
hominid evolution, and investigates evidence substantiat
ing the biblical creation account. 

Revised edition • 350 pages • paperback 
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ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W.R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry 
Cotham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Hearn, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
Ernest Underwood, Garland Elkins, Jerry Moffitt, Ben 
Vick, and others. LSAM01 hardback, 383 pgs. 
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An Observation About Why We Are Here 
By Walter Swain 

In the March 2002 issue of the Firm Foundation it 
was mentioned that certain brethren believe that 
we are what we are today because of our past 

history. Brother Dobbs reply was, "Why not go to 
the inspired source?" There is no doubt that history 
has had some influence on where we are today, but 
we are what we are today because we follow the 
Word of God as our only authority, and because we 
seek to follow the pattern for the church as found in 
the New Testament. 

Having done mission work in India for the past 
four years (making five mission journeys to that 
land), while reading the above article some thoughts 
came to my mind relating to the work in India. 

India has not been involved in any of the histori
cal events that have supposedly made us what we 
now are in America. They have not been influenced 
by any of the men mentioned by the three ACU pro
fessors in their book. The writings of these men of 
the past are not to be found in any appreciable 
amount in India. Thus, India has no direct connec
tion with the Reformation or Restoration move
ments in their past. Only a small percentage of 
people in India are Christians. 

The church of Christ in our time probably came 
to India about forty years ago, when J. C. Bailey went 
to India from Canada to preach and teach the gospel. 
Other men have followed him, and helped to lead 
the work in India. Several now make regular trips to 
India to preach and teach. Yet native Indian preach
ers do 98 percent of the preaching in India today, the 
vast majority of which have no knowledge of the two 
movements or of the preaching done by preachers 
mentioned in The Crux of the Matter. 

Still the church in India is growing faster then 
anywhere else in the world. Hundreds are being bap
tized every day. One recent worker on a campaign in 
India reports over 4,000 baptisms through his efforts 
and local preachers. My campaigns to India average 
400 baptisms each trip, and many others have had the 
same results. Hindus, Moslems, and denominational 
people are becoming Christians. The vast majority of 
these being baptized remain faithful to the Lord. 

The observation that I wish to make is this, the 

rapid growth of the churches of Christ in India is a 
vivid demonstration of how the word alone can 
bring about the expansion of the kingdom in any na
tion. In India the word is preached. Preachers spend 
months, and years, in preacher training schools, 
where they study the Bible. There are no change
agents, liberals, or sects of the church there. There 
are no "Christian colleges" or "universities." Yes, 
there are some problems, but they are few. 

I pray each day for the church in India, that it 
will remain true to the Word, and that none of the 
divisions that exist in the church in America will get 
there or arise from among them. May the church in 
America forget "the past," and "go to the inspired 
source," as our brother suggests. Maybe then we 
would see the church growing among us. 

5321Aborcita Canyon Rd. 
lA Luz, NM 88337 

pswain@zianet.com 
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highly respected explanation of the life and times of the 
apostles of the Lord. The "New Commentary on Acts" was 
first published in 1892 when McGarvey was 64 and at the ze
nith of his intellectual strength. For 27 years Professor Mc
Garvey gave a verse-by-verse study of the book of Acts to the 
senior class of the College of the Bible. He was pre-eminently 
a Bible teacher. The book is concise and clear. The writing of 
John William McGarvey floods the student with light and en
courages him to walk in it. There is no greater tool for under
standing and applying the majestic lessons of the book of Acts 
than this analysis of the history of the early church as reported 
by the inspired pen of Luke. McGarvey regarded this book as 
his finest and most important work. hard back, 298 pgs. 

$15.00 
$3.75 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
1-IOG-572-3619 

Fp 

June 2002 23 
11irm Foundation 



(Phil Brennan, of NewsMax.com, wrote the following article on April 5, 2002. We thought you would find 
it interesting if not alarming. Homosexuals are aggressive and they are after your children, seeing they have 
none of their own.) 

Homosexual Culture Undercuts Priesthood 

Father Andrew Greeley called it the "Lavender 
Mafia," a homosexual underground within the 
Catholic Church in America that has managed 

to dominate many of the seminaries and must bear 
the largest share of the blame for the sex scandals af
flicting the church. 

Like the gay underground in the British Foreign 
Office of the past where for scores of years the road 
to advancement was open only to homosexuals, the 
Lavender Mafia has been the gatekeeper determining 
who will be admitted to seminaries and ultimately to 
the Roman Catholic priesthood. In Goodbye! Good 
Men: How Catholic Seminaries Turned Away Two 
Generations of Vocations From the Priesthood," au
thor Michael S. Rose quotes a former Mundelein 
seminarian, Joseph Kellenyi, as saying: "The iss~e 
was never one of my suitability for ordination. 
Rather it was that the gay clique had been given veto 
power over who got ordained." 

1Gay Profession' 
In his book, "The Changing Face of the Priesthood," 
the rector of St. Mary's Seminary in Cleveland, Fa
ther Donald B. Cozzens, warned that the priesthood 
was becoming a "gay profession." And in the semi-

Homosexuali9' 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Sati~over M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the l~test research, refuting the 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexu
als have gained. 0-8010-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 

$19.99 
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naries it w.asn 't merely a preponderance of gay stu
dents, but also "a disproportionate number of homo
sexually-oriented persons," including faculty, he 
wrote. That kind of atmosphere, Rose notes, "deters 
the heterosexual man from continuing to study and 
prepare for the priesthood." Rose wonders how can 
"any healthy heterosexual seminarian expect to be 
properly formed and prepared for the priesthood 
when constantly subjected to that which is so dearly 
contrary to Church teaching and discipline?" 

lfhreatening Atmosphere' 
He asks: "How many heterosexual seminarians, 

whether orthodox or not, have decided to leave the 
seminary and abandon their vocations because of the 
'gay subculture' they were forced to endure, because 
they had been propositioned, harassed or even mo
lested? We're not talking here about the presence of 
a few homosexually-oriented men who conduct 
themselves with perfect chastity. Rather there exists 
an intense and often threatening atmosphere." In
deed, so horrific is the situation that "certain semi
naries have earned nicknames such as Notre Flame 
(for Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans) and 
Theological Closet (for Theological College at 
Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C.); St. Mary's Seminary in Baltimore has earned 
the nickname 'The Pink Palace."' 

Visiting the Gay Bars 
At some of the seminaries, faculty and students 
would don their gay apparel and head for gay bars. 
In March 2000 the liberal Greeley, often called the 

Barton Stone 
A Spiritual Biograph,
by D. Newell Williams 

An analysis of Barton Stone's contribution to the Stone-Campbell 
movement. A new and most thorough and clearly articulated 
description of Stone's theology ever produced. A coherent over
view of Stone's beliefs, placing these sometimes puzzling theo
logical ideas Into a context that makes sense. Shows Stone's 
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church's resident pornographer for his racy novels, 
testified that seminary professors "Tell their students 
that they're gay and take some of them to gay bars, 
and gay students sleep with each other." Greeley is 
not alone in exposing the homosexual behavior ram
pant in many of the nation's seminaries: 

• According to Father Andrew Walker, the situa
tion at the Baltimore seminary was so bad that the 
vice rector delivered a lecture "in front of at least 
150 people when he stated, "Yes, we accept openly 
gay seminarians; that's our policy." 

• According to Father John Trigilio, while visit
ing the Baltimore seminary he observed: "There was 
no discretion at all. The few times I was there, some 
of the seminarians would literally dress like gays 
from [Greenwich] Village. They would even go so 
far as to wear pink silk; it was like going to see La 
Cage Aux Folies." 

• "In my day at St. Mary's," recalled Father John 
Despard (a pseudonym) "down the hall there would 
be two guys in the shower and everybody knew it." 
Rose cites numerous instances of gay domination at 
many of the nation's seminaries. 

One priest described the situation at Chicago's 
Mundelein seminary in the 1970s. Many of the 
younger students would be placed into situations 
where they compromised their sexual integrity," said 
Father Wayne H. Wurst during a radio broadcast. 
"This would be used against them by older students 
for favors. And those older students actually had fac
ulty members who would request from time to time a 
friend who would come and visit them because they 
were lonely. And these students would supply fresh 
meat. "So there were madams, pimps and prostitutes 
all in a major seminary system that from outside, if 
you were to walk through, would look very holy." 

Heterosexuals Driven Out 
Heterosexual students at a number of seminaries 
were persecuted by the gay subculture. Reporting 
homosexual behavior by classmates could get them 
expelled, as could resisting homosexual advances. 
Rose cites scores of cases of heterosexuals driven out 
of seminaries because they refused to accept the gay 
culture. In Cozzen's book, The Changing Face of the 
Priesthood, he wrote that there has been "a hetero
sexual exodus from the priesthood" due, Rose notes, 
in part to the unrestrained gay subcultures in some 
seminaries, the resulting "overwhelming gay clergy 
culture will have an effect on how the laity views the 
priesthood and it will have an effect on incoming vo-

cations. Potential candidates for the priesthood who 
are heterosexual will be intimidated from joining an 
institution where the ethos is primarily that of a gay 
culture." Anyone wondering how the church could 
have got itself in the mess it is now experiencing 
need look no further than the pages of Rose's ex
traordinary book. What we are seeing today are the 
results of a gay priesthood being loosed upon par
ishes all across the nation, where they have abused 
impressionable young men they treated as "fresh 
meat" to satisfy their unnatural sexual urgings (Re
printed from NewsMax.com). Fp 
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Potpourri ••. 

Anew front in a war between free-speech advo
cates and Congress over pornography on the 
Internet opened on March 25th in a court

room battle over how far the government can go to 
make libraries equip computers with software that 
blocks pornographic Web sites. 

The Children's Internet Protection Act, the U.S. 
government's third attempt to control online smut, 
seeks to prevent children from accessing objection
able Internet material by requiring libraries to put 
blocking software on computers or lose federal funds 
that subsidize Internet access. 

"The question here- and it's likely one that will 
have to be decided ultimately by the U.S. Supreme 
Court - is whether the first amendment permits the 
government to withhold subsidies to libraries that 
don't block access to pornographic sites," says 
CBSNews.com Legal Analyst Andrew Cohen. "To 
the extent this law is not as broad as its predecessors, 
and to the extent it focuses on government funding 
and not on direct limitations of school and libraries, 
it has a better chance of being upheld." 

The American Civil Liberties Union, the Washing
ton-based group People for the American Way and a 
coalition of libraries, library patrons and Web site 
operators fear the law would undermine the right to 
free speech enshrined in the First Amendment. 

Some view the law as an attempt by social con
servatives in Congress to use the pornography issue 
as an excuse for denying public access to Web sites 
operated by their ideological opponents, including 
gay and abortion rights advocates. 

"Ultimately, the government is trying to dictate 
what adults can access on the Internet," said ACLU 
attorney Ann Beeson. 

"Our perspective is that for all of us to govern 
ourselves effectively, we need access to information 
and it's not up to the government to say what that in
formation is," said Judith Krug, director of the Of
fice for Intellectual Freedom at the American Library 
Association, which represents about 3,000 libraries. 

The first attempt by Congress to control online 
smut, the 1996 Communications Decency Act, was 
thrown out by the Supreme Court as an infringement 
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of free speech. A second bid, the 1998 Child Online 
Protection Act, remains sidelined by an injunction, 
with the U.S. high court due to issue a final opinion 
by midyear. Both would impose criminal penalties 
on violators. 

Supporters of the law say it is necessary because 
civil society is confronted by a rapacious pornogra
phy industry intent on luring youngsters to its Web 
sites. 

"It's not just Playboy soft-porn nudity. A lot of it 
is torture and bestiality. And a lot of it is teen 
hard-core sex," said Donna Rice Hughes, an Inter
net safety advocate who works as a consultant 
for a company that markets blocking software 
(CBSNEWS.COM, Mar. 21, 2002). 
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lomosexuality Called 11lnherenf lvil" 
OBIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP)- A judicial panel 

has dismissed a bias complaint against state Chief 
Justice Roy Moore, who called homosexuality an 
"inherent evil" in ruling that a lesbian was an unfit 
mother. 

The gay rights group Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund had filed a petition alleging Moore's 
comments showed he could not be an impartial 
judge. 

The statement issued Thursday by the Judicial 
Inquiry Commission said it "found no reasonable ba
sis to charge a violation of the Alabama Canons of 
Judicial Ethics." 

The Supreme Court on Feb. 15 gave custody of 
three teenagers to their father in Birmingham instead 
of their mother - a lesbian who lives with her part
ner in California. 

Moore, writing for the court, said the mother's 
relationship made her an unfit parent and that ho
mosexuality is "abhorrent, immoral, detestable, a 
crime against nature, and a violation of the laws of 
nature." 

Moore's attorney, Stephen Melchior, said the 
panel "did the right thing" in clearing the chief jus
tice, a conservative Christian best known for hanging 
a plaque of the Ten Commandments in court. 

A lawyer for the gay rights group, Ruth Harlow, 
said the commission sent the group a letter saying it 
does not act against judges for statements made in 
opinions unless there is evidence of "ill will." 

"We don't agree with the explanation," she said 
(Mar. 21, 2002). 

Cycles of Warmth aad Cooliag 
OWASHINGTON (AP) -An unusually warm pe

riod a millennium ago may have been part of a natu
ral planetary cycle, researchers say in a study of tree 
rings that scrutinizes the link between human activity 
and climate change. 

The s~dy, appearing Friday in the journal 
Science, analyzed· ancient tree rings from 14 sites on 
three continents in the northern hemisphere and 
concluded that temperatures in an era known as the 
Medieval Warm Period some 800 to 1,000 years ago 
closely matched the warming trend of the 20th cen
tury. 

In recent years, many climate scientists have said 
an unprecedented warming spell that began last cen
tury and continues is caused by the Greenhouse ef
fect. The Greenhouse effect is blamed on an increase 

in the atmosphere of gases, principally carbon diox
ide, from the burning of fossil fuels, which trap heat 
just as do glass panes in a greenhouse. 

Edward Cook of the Lamont-Doherty Earth Ob
servatory said the study shows the Earth to be "ca
pable of rapid ~~anges and long periods of above av
erage warmth on its own without greenhouse warm
ing (Associated Press, Mar. 21, 2002). 

Saudi Baas Marriage to Wesfem womea 
OABU DHABI- Saudi Arabia has imposed new 

measures meant to prevent the entry of foreigners 
into the kingdom's elite via marriage. 

Saudi sources said authorities want to prevent 
the entry of Western women into the kingdom, 
Middle East Newsline reported. They said Saudi 
princes and students often marry abroad, which has 
resulted in tens of thousands of Saudi women being 
unable to find a spouse. The most desirable women, 
the sources said, are those from English-speaking 
countries. 

Last week, the Saudi Council of Ministers im
posed a ban on senior officials and Saudis working or 
studying abroad. These include officials from the De
fense Ministry, Foreign Ministry, National Guard, in
telligence and security services and judges and pros
ecutors. 

The measures include a ban on marrying mem
bers of undisclosed foreign nationalities and reli
gions. Those who violate the new orders face dis
missal and imprisonment. 

The measure warns that Saudis will not be per
mitted to marry women from undesirable back
grounds. They include those "unwanted for per
sonal, nationality or religious reasons, including 
those having faiths not recognized by Islam." 

The council also included in the ban Saudis who 
are not connected to the government. They are 
chairmen of Saudi private companies as well as stu
dents. 

The council said Saudi men could marry women 
from the Gulf Cooperation Council. The GCC is a 
six-member group comprised of Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates (Middle East Newsline, Mar. 25, 2002). 

Sfeinem Blames While Males 
OGloria Steinem, who has led the feminist 

movement for decades, lashed out this weekend at 
the Catholic Church and blamed the pedophile scan
dal on its male-dominated hierarchy - a structure 
she also blamed for creating Adolf Hitler. 
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Speaking at a charity luncheon for the YWCA of 
Palm Beach County, Fla., March 22, 2002, Steinem 
began her speech by saying, "I hardly know where to 
begin." 

"To create a hierarchy of authority and sanctity 
and then suppress sexuality as a natural form of ex
pression and subject these men to total control," 
Steinem said, "well, it's almost natural that some of 
them will then seek control over people lower down 
in the power structure." 

Steinem also claimed that pedophile priests were 
victims, just as the children they had abused, of the 
male-dominated church hierarchy. 

According to a press report, Steinem drew a clear 
line connecting male dominance, the church sex 
scandals and the terrorists who wreaked havoc on 
Sept. 11. 

Steinem then drew a link between the Church 
sex scandal and Adolf Hitler. 

"Let's not forget that Hitler was elected from a 
society with a strong patriarchal authoritative struc
ture," Steinhem said. 

"We can't begin to know how much less violence 
there could be in the world if one generation of chil
dren was raised without violence, 'r Stein em claimed. 

According to Steinem, all evil finds its origin in 
the male gender. 

She stressed that the terrorists of 9-11 were all 
male - and added that all of the school massacres 
have been orchestrated by young males who were 
heterosexual "or striving to appear heterosexual." 

Steinem also said that almost all serial murderers 
are male and usually Caucasian and come from the 
middle class. 

Steinem said: "The cult of masculinity is the basis 
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of every violent, fascist regime .... We need to raise 
our sons more like our daughters, with empathy, 
flexibility, patience and compassion. These so-called 
feminine qualities are present in men as much as 
women, and it's a libel on men to say they're not" 
(NewsMax Wires, Mar. 25, 2002). 

(Editor's note: This nutty view of men in general 
may be mor.e prevalent, especially in the National 
Education Association, than most people suppose. It 
is the attempt to make boys act like girls that gives 
rise to drugging the boys with Ritalin to make them 
docile. Anyway, like it or not Ms. Steinem, God put 
men in charge - see Genesis 3:16. It is from 
Steinem-like pressure that some publishers produce 
gender neutral Bibles. Ho hum.) 

Go tiredly fo Jail 
flThe International Criminal Court is on track to 

become a reality by mid-April, claiming a mandate to 
indict and try anyone in the world, including Ameri
cans, U.N. officials and supporters said yesterday. 

With just four more countries needed to ratify 
the 1998 Rome Statute that creates the court, "it is 
very close," said U.N. spokesman Farhan Haq. "It is 
reasonable to assume that there will be a few more 
ratifications in the next few weeks." 

The Bush administration strongly opposes the 
court, which claims jurisdiction even over citizens of 
countries that do not ratify the treaty. The Clinton 
administration signed the treaty shortly before leav
ing office, but President Bush said he would not sub
mit it to the Senate for ratification. 

Mr. Haq agreed that a U.S. citizen theoretically 
could be prosecuted, but said safeguards in the docu
ment made that unlikely (Tom Carter, The Washing
ton Times, Mar. 28, 2002). 

Marlret Place ••lisioa 
flAs South Church in Andover, Mass., was de

bating when to hold an alternative worship service, 
the question wasn't which day is holy. Instead it was: 
When do people have nothing else to do? A market 
survey gave them an answer: 5 p.m. Saturday. 

"It integrates nicely into the normal schedule, af
ter the day's activities and before dinner," says Tom 
Jones, a member who helps plan the United Church 
of Christ service. With sports leagues and other 
things competing for weekend time, he says, "there's 
nothing sacred about Sunday morning anymore." 

Religious communities are often choosing to 
hold services at times when the greatest number will 
attend. For example: 



• In 2001, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish
ops voted to allow celebration of the "Ascension 
feast" on a Sunday rather than the traditional Thurs
day because of dwindling attendance. 

• Presbyterians (USA) increasingly "roll Good 
Friday into [Maundy] Thursday night" rather than 
expect attendance on both days, says the Rev. 
Sheldon Sorge, national worship advisor. 

• Sparse attendance at weekday services has 
pushed one quarter of the nation's 34,000 United 
Methodist churches to recount the passion story on 
the Sunday prior to Easter. 

• Instead of convening as Sabbath begins at sun
down Friday, Reform Jewish congregations in subur
ban areas are holding services at 8:30 p.m. or later to 
accommodate long commutes and relaxed meals 
with families. 

But some fear that in departing from sacred 
times, churches are compromising too much for nu
meric growth. "If you're already accommodating to 
their worldview, will there ever be a transforma
tion?" asks the Rev. Daniel Benedict, worship re
source director for the United Methodist Church. "If 
there's no transformation, then what's the point? 
You gain the whole world, but lose your soul." 

In Islam, the dilemma doesn't exist, because sa
cred time can't be compromised. Community wor
ship is required once a week between noon and 2 
p.m. on Friday, and work is no excuse to miss. 
"People say [to employers], 'I'll come in early or stay 
late, but this is something I have to do,"' says 
Ibrahim Hooper of the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations . "Somebody might be weak and make an 
argument why they can't, but the religion wouldn't 
allow for it." 

In Mr. Roozen's view, time slots number among 
many factors that Christian and Jewish congrega
tions manage in crafting a niche for themselves in a 
religious marketplace. Types of music and degrees of 
formality also differentiate one from another. 

Then again, tastes vary. At St. Gregory of Nyssa, 
500 worshipers will use this Saturday to celebrate 
until 1 a.m. with a "joyful procession, jubilant danc
ing and resurrection eucharist" followed by "savory 
finger food." Anyone who shows up on Sunday will 
find doors locked and a sign directing them to a park 
picnic. After such a Saturday night, says church 
member Margaret Lukens, "nobody is really fit to do 
church on Sunday morning" (Christian Science 
Monitor). 

(Editor ,s note: Isn,t it weird that Islam is more 

uncompromising of its basic tenets than many -
most - professing C hristians? Pray God that the 
church will not get caught up in this foolishness.) 

Boy Scouts 
<9iA North Carolina United Way group is de

manding that the Boy Scouts sign a non-discrimina
tory pledge that would conflict with the national Boy 
Scouts of America national charter banning homo
sexuals from serving as troop leaders or becoming 
scouts, a policy upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

At a time when critics are attacking Roman 
Catholic dioceses in the U.S. for allowing gay priests 
to have access to teen-age boys, thus exposing them 
to the strong possibility of molestation, others are 
demanding that gay scout leaders be allowed the 
same kind of risky access to teen-age boy scouts 
(NewsMax, Apr. 1, 2002). 

Muslims on Te11or 
{~iAccording to a poll done by Zogby Interna

tional, a highly respected organization, 79 percent of 
Muslims in this country say that U.S. foreign policy 
is to blame for the September 11 terrorist attacks, 
and 67 percent say that the best way to counter 
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terrorism is to change U.S. policy in the Middle East. 
Nonetheless, 50 percent back the U.S. war against 
terrorism, compared with 80 to 90 percent of the 
general population. 

Assertion of Aim 
flThe "mission statement" of the Simi Valley 

United Church of Christ declares: "For us the Bible 
is a record of faith journeys to be taken seriously but 
not always literally .... Our church seeks to be 
multicultural, respecting and learning from tradi
tions which differ from our own." So much for the 
Bible, but aren't we great? The mission in the state
ment is apparently flagging, according to The Los 
Angeles Times, since two churches were merged to 
make up the present congregation that counts a hun
dred members. But the very positive note struck in 
the story is that the church is so "open-minded" that 
it has an atheist teaching Sunday school. "Stuart," 
says the pastor, the Rev. Bill Greene, "is a caring, 
bright, perceptive, inclusive kind of person who has 
a strong sense of justice. . .. Here is this incredibly 
fine man, with honesty and passion for justice, who 
is in our church. And that's a blessing for us, and for 
all our kids." Of course, Stuart denies the existence 
of God but that's what inclusiveness is all about. 
The st;ry is mildly, albeit sadly, amusing. What is 
worth remarking is that the Los Angeles Times thinks 
this is some kind of breakthrough, apparently un
aware of the thousands of liberal churches across the 
country for whom it is a taken-for-granted assump
tion that Christianity proposes, not "the way, the 
truth, and the life," but a narrow viewpoint that 
must be corrected by "traditions which differ from 
our own"- even if that means affirming atheism. 
Inclusiveness is a jealous god. 

Mat Is Cultural libertarianism? 
0 Let Jonah Goldberg of National Review answer 

that: 
Cultural libertarianism basically says that 

whatever ideology, religion, cult, belief, creed, 
fad, hobby, or personal fantasy you like is just 
fine so long as you don't impose it on anybody 
else, especially with the government. You want 
to be a Klingon? Great! Attend the Church of 
Satan? Hey man, if that does it for ya, go for it. 
You want to be a "Buddhist for jesus"? Sure, mix 
and match, man; we don't care. You can even be 
an observant Jew, a devout Catholic or a faithful 
Baptist, or a lifelong heroin addict they're all the 
same, in the eyes of a cultural libertarian. just 
remember: keep it to yourself if you can. Don't 
claim that being a Lutheran is any better than 
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being a member of the Hale-Bopp cult, and 
never use the government to advance your view. 
If you can do that, then - whatever floats your 
boat. 

Presbyteriaas 
$Non-celibate homosexuals and sexually pro

miscuous individuals still cannot hold church office 
in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). On February 19, 
conservatives gained the last vote needed from the 
denomination's 173 regional Presbyterians to defeat 
Amendment A. 

The amendment to the church's constitution, 
easily passed by delegates to last summer's General 
Assembly meeting, would have removed language 
that requires clergy to live "in fidelity within the cov
enant of marriage between a man and a woman, or 
chastity in singleness." 

Amendment A would also have deleted a 1978 
provision that prohibits the ordination of "self-af
firming practicing homosexuals." 

It would also have transferred ordination stan-
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dards from the national church to loca l congrega
tions and presbyteries. 

This is the second time that the church has voted 
to retain the ban. Conservatives who rallied to retain 
the ban said the victory was bittersweet. They said it 
reflects the continuing division in the church over 
homosexuality. 

Jerry Andrews, a former moderator of the con
servative Presbyterian Coalition, said it is time for 
the church to enter a pastoral season of reflection. 

For now, liberals say they do not plan any moves 
to further legislate the issue when the church meets 
again in June in Columbus, Ohio (Religion News Ser
vices). 

(Editor's note: Watch for the matter to come up 
again ... and watch for it to be eventually approved.) 

Chameleon 
\iiThe Rev. Scott Landis, pastor of a fashionable 

Congregationalist church in Denver and father of 
three children, announced to his congregation that 
he is gay and is terminating his marriage, according 
to The Denver Post . This met with a standing ovation 
and an outpouring of "love and compassion." 

Dr. Paul Campos, writing in the Rocky Mountain 
News, is not quite so certain: 

Now the interesting question is, why? We can be 
sure that if the Rev Landis had announced to his 
congregants that he was dumping his wife for 
the twenty-year-old daughter of one of their 
number, their reaction would not have been to 
stand and cheer. Why then is the Rev. Landis' 
choice treated as something like heroism? The 
answer, of course, is that the reverend's renun
ciation of his marriage vows can be shoved 
through the moral Laundromat of identity poli
tics. His desires can be attached to a term (being 
'gay') that magically transforms his infidelity 
into a species of self-actualization. As there is no 
analogous term for the middle-aged reverend 
who manages to achieve self-actualization with 
the daughter of his neighbor's wife (actually 
there is, but it's not the sort of term one would 
use as the basis for a political interest group), the 
latter divine will be out of luck if he should be so 
imprudent as to turn to his congregants for 'love 
and acceptance.' Like all analogies, this one isn't 
exact. A man who has ei ther been consciously 
suppressing or unconsciously repressing a desire 
for other men is not in exactly the same situa
tion as an o lder man who finds that as he ages 
his desire for young women does not alter nearly 
as quickly as his age. But he is in a similar situa
tion. The notio n t hat something as psychologi
cally and morally complex as sexua l desire fits 
into neat little boxes labeled 'straight' o r 'gay ' 
serves the interests of the mainstream gay rights 

movement, and it certa inly serves the interests 
of those who seek absolution at the confessional 
of identity politics. But th ings aren't quite that 
simple. Maners of the heart never are. 

Adding to and Taking From 
\i~"The His-and-Hers Bible" is Emily Nussbaum's 

response to the brouhaha over Today's New Interna
tional Version of the Bible. Writing in the New York 
Times Magazine, Nussbaum concludes: 

To translate the Bible this way is understandably 
tempting, but it's also a lie. A truly gender-neu
tral inte rpretation of the Bible would quickly be
gin to fall apart at the seams - laws about rape 
rising up like invisible ink from ancient parch
ment. One solution, of course, is to reject the 
Bible entirely. Another is to regard it merely as a 
parable whose historical foundation can be ig
nored. But for anyone who wants to take reli
gion seriously, neither solut ion truly suits. In
stead, it seems necessary to confront the contra
dictions in the text to keep the pronouns as they 
are . ... It's a more difficult task, but it's the only 
honest way out. 

Honest Dishonesty 
\ilMary LeBlanc, a Wiccan Witch, of Houston 

joined the Unitarian Fellowship because it "wel
comes persons of every religious belief." It seems the 
fellowship was too welcoming of her beliefs, wanting 
her to teach other members how to perform Wiccan 
rituals. Wiccans, however, practice a form of what 
might be called closed communion. Ms. LeBlanc 
states "only those who are priests or priestesses of 
the religion may perform this ritual and that it was 
highly offensive for someone who is not a member of 
that religion to do public performance of one of their 
rites." The next thing she knew, she received a letter 
from the fellowship notifying her that she "was 
evicted from membership." Not only that, but mem
bers began to harass her and call her "a humpbacked, 

Witchcraft 
Exploring the World of WICCA 

by Craig S. Hawkins 

This carefully researched explanation of witchcraft 
and other neopagan religions separates fact and fic
tion and evaluates their dangers. 0-801 0-5382-X 
paperback, 232 pages 

$18.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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toothless, redneck hillbilly witch." Her lawsuit 
against the fellowship, claiming millions of dollars in 
damages, charges that members have acted "with 
great venom and spite" and have thereby inflicted 
"emotional distress." Let the excommunicated Ms. 
LeBlanc stand as a ·warning to anyone thinking of 
joining up with an open-minded spiritual fellowship 
that welcomes persons of any and every religious be
lief (Houston Chronicle, May 5, 2002). 

~ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. L. Whiteside 

Volume 1, 173 pgs. 
The Bible; Creation; Adam and Eve; The Flood; Abra
ham; The Covenants; The Apostles; The Great Commis
sion; The First Sermon; Obedience; Disobedience; 
Grace; The Lord's Supper. 

Volume 2, 767 pgs. 
Isaac, Jacob, Esau; Joseph; Deliverance of Israel from 
Bondage; Deliverance from Sin; The Ten Command
ments; Prayer; The First Chapter of Acts; The Jerusalem 
Church; Conversion of the Samaritans; Faith; Justifica
tion by Faith; Repentance; Partakers of the Divine Na-
ture. · 

Volume 3, 7 58 pgs. 
What Is the Church?; Establishment of the Church; How 
to Become a Member of the Church; Mission of the 
Church; Unity; The Lord's Day Meeting; Elders; Disci
pline; The Sabbath; Sabbath or Lord's Day, Which?; 
Church Finances; Instrumental Music. 

Volume 4, 776 pgs. 
The Divine Origin of Christianity; Nature of Man; Events 
of Sinai; The Tabernacle; John the Baptist; Miraculous 
Manifestation of the Spirit; The Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Conversion; The Heart; Conversion of the Eunuch; Ac
tion of Baptism; Letter to the Church at Ephesus. 

Volume 5, 167 pgs. 
The Wilderness Journey; Names and Titles of Christ; The 
Great Salvation; What Must I Do to Be Saved?; Infant 
Baptism; The Church at Corinth; Conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus; Conversion of Cornelius; Soldiers of Christ; The 
Second Coming of Christ; Eternal Life. 

$10.99 ea • s&h $3.25/one vol., $.50/ea. additional vol. 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

C.R. Nichol said of Robertson Whiteside, "His critical mind 
and power of reasoning have afforded him an insight into the 
teaching of the Bible that few men have. His implicit faith in 
God has led him to seek to know only what the will of God 
is, that he might comply with it and teach it without faltering." 
Whiteside's New Commentary on the Book of Romans is a 
distinct contribution to Christian literature. 
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ludeaess 
®Civility and manners have gotten worse, and 

four in 10 Americans admit they have contributed to 
the pushy rudeness that increasingly characterizes 
modern life, a new study says. 

Crassness is rising in all regions of America, ac
cording to the two-year study and opinion poll by 
the research group Public Agenda. 

"Unhappiness with reckless drivers, cell-phone 
abuse, poor customer service, swearing and litter 
came from big cities and small towns," said the re
port. 

"Experiences with bad behavior were virtually 
the same whether one was from the North or South, 
rich or poor," the study said. 

Many Americans say "lack of respect and cour
tesy" has become a "serious national problem." 

"Lack of manners is ... about the daily assault of 
selfishness - inconsiderate behavior that gets under 
their skin on highways, in the office, on Tv, in 
stores" and elsewhere, said Deborah Wadsworth, 
president of Public Agenda. 

The poll found Americans most resent "aggres
sive driving," and 71 percent said they have wit
nessed "out-of-control parents" at sports events. 

Other notable offenses included loud cell phone 
conversations, crude or nasty e-mails and litter. 
Nearly half of respondents frequently hear swearing, 
and more than a third admitted using foul language. 

In a positive vein, the report found half of 
Americans "often" see acts of kindness, and 59 per
cent give their neighbors high marks for friendliness 
(The Washington Times, Apr. 3, 2002). 

Supernatural? 
flA billboard in Kansas City, Missouri displayed 

in big letters the assertion: 
'~Miracles Really Do Happen and Mine Was 

Big!" 
Tut, tut - imagine a small miracle, if you can. 

Clear-eyed lealism 
$The cushy life of victim-hood is just about 

over: Americans have a case of comfort fatigue. 
Mter six months of cocooning, nesting, watching 

nostalgic movies and eating mammoth amounts of 
macaroni and cheese, the country's "wimpy era of 
retreat" has reached the end of its shelf life in a post
September 11 world, according to one analyst. 

"Are we really turning into a bunch of risk-fearing, 
backward looking, sunshine-averse hermits? I person
ally cannot wait for the story to move on," notes Mike 



Shine, a California advertising executive and pub
lisher of In Flux, a trend-forecasting newsletter. 

Rediscovery of family, friends, religion and coun
try "is a wonderful thing" in the aftermath of the ter
rorist attacks, he acknowledges. 

Reclusive posturing is a common reaction to a 
threat, and Mr. Shine predicts: "It will pass. Humans 
move forward. History says so." 

(Editor's note: Well, let us hope so ... and may the 
church of Christ - the one you read about in the 
New Testament - be in the lead position of going 
back to the Bible and therefore to basic morality, 
simple obedience, and inward peace.) 

Baby lor Puppy 
!fENID, Okla.- A woman accused of trying to 

trade her baby girl for a Chihuahua puppy has been 
charged with trafficking in children. 

Kathryn A. Smith, 21, surrendered on an out
standing warrant Friday and was released after an 
initial court appearance. 

Prosecutors said Smith offered to give her 
mother's neighbor custody of her 7 -month-old 
daughter if the woman gave her a Chihuahua she was 
selling for $200 (The Associated Press, Apr. 3, 2002). 

C.R. Nichol has been described as minister, teacher, author, 
scholar, orator, philosopher, and world traveler. In public 
proclamation of the eternal, saving gospel of Christ C. R. 
Nichol was a genius, as evidenced by his worldwide recog· 
nition. He had few peers and no superiors in his knowledge 
of the sacred scriptures and his ability to impart that under· 
standing. 

The Lord's ~upper, 
Prayers, Thanksgivings 

by C. R. Nichol 

Brother Nichol's keen insight into spiritual truth is 
shown in this stirring and challenging book. His inter
pretations, explanations and helps, together with a 
compilation of data from faithful servants of God make 
this book a valuable addition to any library. A careful 
study of this little book will deepen one's understand
ing and appreciation of the spiritual significance of 
urhe Passover, Lord's Supper, Prayers, Thanksgiving," 
and will help lead to heaven. BKCM02 pb, 164 pgs. 

$8.95 
plus $3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Gay Adoptions 
GA new ABC News poll shows a majority of 

Americans supporting gay adoption - 4 7 percent of 
Americans agree that gay adoptions should be legal, 
and 42 percent disagree. 

In 1994, a similar poll found just 28 percent of 
Americans agreed that gay adoptions should be legal. 
In 1998, support increased to 35 percent. 

The polling data shows significant divisions. 
Men oppose such adoptions more than women, 55 
percent to 3 8 percent. Democrats favor gay adop
tions more than Republicans, 59 percent to 29 per
cent. 

A worrisome concern is the nature of some of 
these adoptions. 

The Traditional Values Coalition recently com
plained that the Washington Post devoted 11 pages of 
its weekend magazine to a sympathetic description 
of a practicing lesbian who had just given birth to a 
son named Gauvin. 

The woman, Sharon Duchesneau, and her sexual 
partner, Candace McCullough, are both deaf- and 
they deliberately attempted to create a deaf baby. 
They apparently were successful. 

A physician has tested Gauvin and has deter
mined that he is deaf in one ear and has serious hear
ing loss in the other. 

Duchesneau and McCullough visited a sperm do
nor center to acquire sperm from a deaf donor, but 
found that sperm centers typically reject donors who 
have a history of physical handicaps. 

They eventually found a deaf friend who volun
teered his sperm for this project. 

Mter the birth of Gauvin, they joked about him 
being a "turkey baster" baby and a "perfect baby"
one who is permanently deaf (ABC Poll, Apr. 3, 
2002). 

People Are funnier Than Anybody 
fl BROOKSVILLE, Fla. (Reuters) - A murder sus

pect who hanged herself in a Florida jail left a suicide 
note asking her lawyer to sue the jail for failing to 
prevent her from killing herself, authorities said. 

Introduce a friend or a congregation 
to the Finn Foundation 

with a free 3-month trial subscription. 

Calll-888-367-6216 for details. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: First, I want to say that I believe ho 
mosexuality is morally wrong. With this in 

mind, is it wrong for a Christian to befriend some
one they know or suspect to be a homosexual? 

Answer: It cannot be wrong to seek to be a "friend 
Jl of sinners." That is what Jesus was (Matt. 
11:19), and he certainly was not wrong. 

Jesus struck a perfect balance between condemn
ing the sin and loving the sinner; between honoring 
and upholding a high standard of morality and con
duct, while showing compassion and understanding 
to those who have failed to live up to that standard. 

We can only influence those we take the time to 
know. Jesus associated with tax collectors and sin
ners. "Sinners" includes adulterers, drunkards, pros
titutes, gays and lesbians. 

Jesus associated with them for the purpose of 
helping them to be better, showing them the error of 
their ways. That does not necessarily mean he started 
preaching about their sins as soon as he saw them, 
but it does mean that conversion, a change in their 
lives and conduct, was the ultimate aim of all of his 
associations. 

Another truth also needs to be considered in this 
connection. As the apostle warns in 1 Corinthians 

The Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use in high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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15:33, "Do not be deceived: 'Evil companions cor
rupt good morals."' T hat is as true now as it was 
when Paul wrote it. 

Christians need to be on guard in our associa
tions or we can end up being the ones converted to 
sin and the world. I have seen that happen, with sad 
results, to people I loved and whose zeal to reach the 
lost was greatly to be admired but who were lacking 
in biblical knowledge and a mature faith. 

Especially, any who feel within themselves the 
slightest tendency to be attracted to members of the 
same sex, should flee such associations as those 
asked about as they would flee a plague. "Flee forni
cation. Every sin that a man doeth is without the 
body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth 
against his own body" (1 Cor. 6:18). 

That does not contradict the need to be a friend 
to sinners, but it does remind us that our friendship 
with the world cannot be a marriage, nor can it be an 
acceptance of the world's ways. 

Our aim must always be to convert. 

Training a Child 

Question: Proverbs 22:6 has always been a puzzle 
to me. I believe theBible, but I know Christian 

parents who have done their best to rear their chil
dren right and the children have gone astray. Please 
help me understand. 

Another asks: Please say a word of encourage
ment to godly parents whose children, after they 
grew up, have left the church. 

Answer: Proverbs 22:6 says, "Train up a child in 
the way that he should go, and when he is old 

he will not depart from it." 
Children, who, from infancy through adoles

cence, have Bible stories read to them, prayers 
prayed with them, are taken with their families to 
worship and Bible study, and are brought up with 
firm and loving discipline, are many, many times 
more likely to become and remain faithful than those 
who have not had such experiences. That is such a 



truism, and so obviously borne out by experience, 
likely no one has any quarrel with it. 

Some, however, see this proverb as a statement 
of a divine law, or as an unequivocal promise from 
God. If a child at some point does leave the faith, the 
faithful parents may then be subjected to accusation: 
"You're bound to have done something wrong; 
God's promises don't fail! Would you accuse God?" 

One of the things being correctly said in the cur
rent discussion about hermeneutics is that different 
forms of literature need to be understood differently. 
Poetry is not prose, proverbs are not immutable laws, 
and apocalyptic visions are not historical narrative. 

A law, a prophecy, or a promise of God is un
changeable and without exception. Even if, as here, 
the promise is conditional ("Train ... and he will not 
depart"), when the condition is met, the promise is 
sure. 

A proverb, on the other hand, is a statement of 
general truth. It is not without exception, but it is 
wise to act upon its advice. 

When the proverb is an inspired one that adds to 
the wisdom of acting on it. Inspiration does not, 
however, change the nature of the proverb into law. 

Notice, for example, another proverb, "A soh an
swer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up an
ger" (Prov. 15:1). Hardly anyone, whether they be
lieved in inspiration or not, would quarrel with the 
obvious truth of that statement. But it would be fool
ish to try to turn it into a law of the universe. 

If someone comes at us irate, eager to fight us, 
and we meet him with a calm demeanor and a soh, 
reasonable answer, we are much less likely to see the 
situation deteriorate further into a fist fight. But no 
one in his right mind is going to cite Proverbs 15: 1 as 
law and, if the fellow physically attacks us anyway, 
say, "Well, your answer was just not soh enough. You 
believe God, don't you?" 

The wisdom of Proverbs 22:6 concerning chil
dren, which is restated in the New Testament as a 
commandment, needs to be followed by every par
ent: 

"Nurture your children in the discipline and in
struction of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). 

Let us teach our children from earliest childhood 
the stories and precepts through which God reveals 
his nature and will to us. Teach them to pray. 

Set godly examples before them by right living, 
faithful worship, and benevolent love toward others. 
Make their home a model by following biblical prin
ciples. Give them a stable, loving environment in 

which to grow, provide clear guidelines to follow, 
and set limits that are not to be crossed. 

No one, of course, does all of that perfectly, but 
many do it faithfully and well. When it is done, 
much more likely than not, the child will walk in the 
way he or she was taught through all of life. 

I~ however, one does not, it is fruitless to blame 
the godly parents, whose grief over the direction the 
child is taking is already overwhelming. Some seem 
to feel an obligation to make the parents feel and 
then admit guilt as somehow necessary to justify 
God. 

On the other hand, if parents have sent the chil
dren to worship without going themselves, if they 
have seldom prayed and never read the Bible before 
them or with them, if they have excused their 
children's misbehavior by taking up for the children 
and rebuking anyone in authority who tried to cor
rect them, or if their life is the antithesis of Chris
tianity, there is no surprise if the child decides to 
walk in some other way. 

erb. 
Proverbs 22:6 is a true proverb, but it is a prov
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101 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics Include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . .................. $5.50 

According to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs . ......... ..4.50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . ......... 12.95 

Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and] 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ................... ................... 6 .95 

Functioning Leadership 
In the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs . ............... 3.50 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ........................................................... 4.50 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . ............................................................ 4 .00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6.00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand Introduction to the 
world of the Bible - Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8~x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................. .. 14.97 

Thoughts of Gold In Words of Silver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
Solomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita
tive. Every quotation of Scripture is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world. Since all truth found In and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs . ......................................... 9.99 

Shipping - $2. 75 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Loop o n Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Contact joe Tyler (32 1) 254-2261. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m . • ~i~?~ll Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
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-Alaska-

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299- 1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 

Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
9970 1. (907) 456-4921. 

Farmington-Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Ohio-
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878- 11 62. 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave.,. 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Acti11e college program. Transportation 
aiJailable 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j osh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

- Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (405) 787-58 14. 
Larry T homas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-722 1 Sun. 
9, 10: 15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, f1 a.m., 5:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Texas-
Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. H ouston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3misouthofl-75offexit81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492- 12 19. Sun. 9,10 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave. , Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:3 0 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
H ome of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball , 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. , Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller1 ;~~~gelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 7747 1 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (21 0) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 27 10 W. Main, 75146 (2 14) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('/l mi. east of 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, O lympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7 :00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8 th St.,82007-142 1. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p. m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Catholic Debate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs • J erry Moffitt 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(s&h included in price) 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Cari119 & Sliari119 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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I 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read formal. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(cnlorgctf crlitirm} 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/•". 

paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus 51.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Grcut Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap. , 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
S3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Call for information on Bibles. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately. (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse·by·verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burlon Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us to
day. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367 ·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $1 0 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you I 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430·0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Godhead 
A study of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Can we know that there is a God in 
heaven? And if we can, what is he like? 
It is to these two basic questions that 
this book is directed. One chapter is de
voted to proving the existence of God, 
while the balance of the book is de
signed to investigate the attributes of 
the Godhead. 616 pages • Hardback 

$15.00 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

j·;::- j : 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's Firat People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$11 .95 ••• 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

~ 
The •·•·· 

Preschoolers 
Bible 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, simple il
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $5.50 
Texas residents sdd 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month This sedion is designed to accommodate 
preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other church-related matter is ac
cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 
Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All ads, classified, direc
tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. All ads 
must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 
month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Minister needed for a vibrant, growing, close 
congregation of 200 members. The Lord has blessed 
our congregation with approximately 50 new 
members in the past year through personal 
evangelism, natural community growth, and a "We 
Care .. evangelism campaign. In our service to God, 
we are striving for continued growth in the Santa 
Clarita Valley that will require us to go to a second 
Sunday morning service and to expand our vision 
in this community and abroad. Contact Search 
Committee, Nonh Oaks Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 1126, Canyon Country, CA 91351. (661) 252-
2298. 

Preacher wanted - The Church of Christ on Alta 
Mesa Drive in Redding, CA is looking for a full
time Minister/Evangelist who is biblically sound, a 
family man, enthusiastic about seeking the lost, 
willing to work under the direction of an Eldership 
and, preferably, with a degree in Bible Studies 
and/or Ministry. Redding is located in beautiful 
nonhern California along the Sacramento River 
and is surrounded by mountains, forests and lakes. 
Our congregation of nearly 200 is especially 
interested in building up our young families. We 
offer a competitive salary and benefits. If interested, 
please contact Walt Evans (530) 221-2079 or Bill 
Hunter (530) 243-3837, or Alta Mesa Church of 
Christ, 3504 Alta Mesa Drive, Redding, CA 96002. 

you would like to help spread God's word in this 
community of 8500 people please send resume to, 
Norman Nation, 1801 S. Margrave, Fort Scott, KS 
66701 or e-mail at normnation@hotmail.com 

Alaska is a land of opportunity with many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who shepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 
ministries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 
seek a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven to serve. He 
should be able to work closely with elders, deacons 
and members to harmoniously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, teaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. If interested, please send a resume, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes to, 
Search Committee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Decker at cragd@thgcpa.com 

Church in Heidenheimer, TX seeking full-time 
minister, conservative. Average attendance 80. Send 
resume to J.C. Scott, 2605 W. Ave. P, Temple, TX 

The 15th & Crawford Church of Christ in Fon 76504, or call (254) 778-1794. 
Scott, KS is seeking a full-rime minister. The salary 
is $27,200.00 yearly, plus a 3 bedroom home. If 

Egermeier's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
Invite the meaning of the Bible Into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories, and other Information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

121 full-page. full-color Illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.00 
Texas tesldents add 8.25'K. tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
RO. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

The Church of Christ in Needville, PA, 
congregation 30-35, NW PA, is looking for a gospel 
preacher to work with us. We supply partial 
support, remainder of income must come from 
other sources. Ideal for retired preacher wanting 
to supplement retirement. Excellent group of 
Christians to work with. For more information 
please contact Doug Bullington, (814) 734-3838 
or 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, PA 16412. 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is looking for a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles nonh of metro Atlanta. 
If interested, please send resume to search 
Committee, c/o Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 683, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister needed: The Church of Christ in 
juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist with evangelizing our community. He 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangelistic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teaching and his own administrative 
work. The juneau congregation has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 

Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preaching positions, educational 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sume and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Wanted: Full-time, sound, conservative minister. 
A congregation of 60 (av.) weekly attendance. 
Inquiries should include resume, current picture, 
and audio or video tape. Send inquiries to Fairfield 
Church of Christ, 201 Airport Rd., Fairfield, IL 
62837. Ralph Ulm (618) 842-2506. 

Full-time, experienced preacher wanted for small 
(25 +) congregation in Louisville, Miss. Providing 
partial suppon would be helpful. Will consider 
those interested in part-time work. Please send 
r~sume to P.O. Box 427, Louisville, MS 39339; or 
call (601) 677-3878 or (662) 773-5820. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Partial support. (817) 373-2277. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Free: Theater-type seating (wood). We would like 
to give away seating for about 150 (all or part). 
Interested parries contact: Ricky Spacek, Church 
of Christ, 424 Chambers St., Giddings, TX 78942 
or (979) 542-2827. 

Student? Moving to Adanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

A student, Philip Van Dijk, at the Athens (Greece) 
International Bible Institute which is affiliated with 
Sunset International Bible Institute (http:// 
www.sibi.cc), is seeking financial suppon. Please 
email jim Stamatis, dean of the school, jim
nell@hol.gr or call 30-10-8953-412. 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 
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Excellent reference books 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon church really 
teaches, proving it has no place in mainstream Chris
tianity. 0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 
$3.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answere d 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 

Jf~~U~H·~ 
WllHH~f~ 
AN5WEREP 
'0 ...... () ... , 

~ ~~~~ U111 

and John R. Farkas ' _,_, ., """ 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-801 0-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 
(888) 367-6216 • email jprophet@qulk.com 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD-ROM ••••...••.••...•. $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and wilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large photo
graphic section is included. Titles include: 

I. A Review of the New Versions 

2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatian s & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
II. Mission and Medium o f the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story o f the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. T he Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every CD ordered, 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.(pb) regularly $8.95 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n 430 • 888-367-6216 
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knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2002 
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Who Will Lead the Remnant? 
By A B. Gregoreo 

Like a roxie cloud, apostasy is settling over sig
nificant numbers of our congregations and 
schools. One need not be a prophet to predict 

that where this occurs, a separation is inevitab le. 
Faithful Christians, who love the church and respect 
the authority of the scriptures, will not be able to 
stay and be part of a congregation that has cast aside 
the will of Christ and determined to chart a new 
course. God always has, and always will, have a 
faithful remnant who will be true to his will and way 
(Rom. 9:27). Because they remain faithfu l, they shall 
be saved. T he question is, who will provide the lead
ership to rally those brethren who refuse to be led 
into denominationalism? 

Four options come to mind: 
1. Without strong leadership, the remnant will be 

left as sheep without a shepherd to wander aimlessly 
until they are finally scattered and lose their identity. 

2. Some will be left to seek fe llowship in nonin
stitutional churches (They used to be called anti-or
phan home and anti-cooperation churches) . They are 
far more conse rvative than many of our congrega
tions. Some of them have moderated their approach 
on their issues over the last few years. Visitors will 
find their preaching and worship very much like ours 
before agents of change appeared on the scene. 

3. Some will be tempted to follow those ultra
conservative brethren that for years have been railing 
against anything and anyone they did not personally 

have a controlling hand in. There is a sprinkling of 
these preachers and congregations across the coun
try. Yes, they are conservative, and they reject the 
new currents of change, bur they have one wheel in 
the ditch and history demonstrates that they will 
neve r provide leadership that will give the church 
growth and victory. 

4. Hopefully wise and good men, sound in faith, 
conservative in commitment, levelheaded and able to 
discern and avoid either extreme of liberalism or le
galism will rise up. Only such men can provide the 
biblical leadership to help us restore the church of 
the 21st century to a solid biblical base. 

A little historical background will make this point 
clearer. In the years following the Civil War our broth
erhood experienced an upheaval and apostasy almost 
identical to what we are experiencing today. Those 
determined to change the church styled themselves 
"progressives" whi le those who sought to maintain 
the biblica l faith called them "digressives." So effec
tive were the digressives in promoting their views, and 
so naive and complacent were many good men, that 
before the dust had settled, they had swept away some 
85 percent of our churches and most of our schools. 
The issues then were: How can we determine what 
God allows? Man-made organizations to control the 
mission work of the church, instrumental music in 
worship, placing women in roles of leadership, fel
lowship with denominations, class ifying the Lord's 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Kingdom 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Teaching about the kingdom of God is al
most nonexistent, but is featured in the 
Bible. 

Most disciples understand that the church is 
the kingdom, and the kingdom is the church. 
Anything more than this is unfamiliar and 
largely ignored. 

The kingdom of God is eternal. It existed 
before God made Adam our of clay and will ex
ist when clay is no more. God has always been King. Where there 
is a King there is a kingdom. If God is King-eternal, his kingdom is 
eternal. 

There are several aspect of kingdom mentioned in the Bible: 
1. The everlasting kingdom of God, existing from all eternity 
2. The earth and the universe, which are also called the kingdom 
3. The kingdoms of men, temporary and transient 
4. The kingdom of Satan, also called kingdom of darkness 
5. The kingdom of Israel, also called the kingdom of Jehovah 
6. The kingdom of heaven (God), also called the church 
The eternal kingdom is now, is to come, and will always be. 

This may sound a "little bit queer and funny to your ear" but is 
profoundly true. It is true of the King of all kings and the Lord of 
all lords, and therefore true of his kingdom. "I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, sairh the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty" (Rev. 1:8). 

Before creation, the kingdom of God existed. The creation was 
also called God's kingdom. The kingdom of Israel was the kingdom 
of God. Jesus promised a kingdom. The Bible speaks of an end-time 
in which the kingdom of heaven on earth will be merged into the 
everlasting kingdom - it shall never be destroyed. 

There is a sense in which believers pray, "Thy kingdom come," 
not meaning the church, but the Second Advent and the consum
mation of the ages, which we are to look for and earnestly desire. 
It is "the coming of the day of God, by reason of which the heav
ens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat" (2 Pet. 3 : 12). 

So, the kingdom has always been, existed in creation and in Is
rael, is exhibited in the church, will come again when Jesus comes 
again, and will never end. It is a circle. 

The context of any passage in which the word kingdom is used 
will reveal which aspect of the kingdom the inspired writer is 
presenting. Confusion will result if we do not understand the text 



surrounding the word kingdom. If, for instance, the word kingdom 
is used to mean "this present world," and we apply it to the church 
we will make a contradiction. Conversely, if the word is used with 
reference to the church and we apply it to the planet earth it be
comes a puzzle. 

As an example, in the parable of the tares (Matt. 13:24-30; 36-
43), Jesus speaks of how an enemy sowed tares among the wheat. 
His advice was "let both grow together until the harvest" lest you 
destroy the wheat in rooting out the tares. At the end of the world 
there is a separation between the two crops, and the tares are 
burned but the wheat is saved. Jesus explained, "the field is the 
world" (v. 38), but also said "the angels ... shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that cause stumbling and them that do iniq
uity" (v. 41). Jesus calls the world "his kingdom." 

Tares and wheat do not grow side by side in the church ( 1 Cor. 
5: 1-5, Titus 3: 10-11 ). If those that cause stumbling and do iniq
uity are allowed to co-exist in the kingdom (church), then it is pol
luted, and its power becomes weakness. It is glorious because it 
has neither spot nor wrinkle (Eph. 5 :27). The body of Christ is to 
be "holy and without blemish." In the world, however, the good 
must live among the bad - wheat and tares growing side-by-side 
Uohn 15 :19-21; 16:33). 

God made heaven and earth and all that is in them as an exten
sion of his kingdom. He turned his creation over to the dominion 
of man (Gen. 1:26-31). God knew man would ruin it and regarded 
it as preparatory. Sin multiplied and had to be washed away in a 
universal flood. 

The promise made to Abraham that God would make his chil
dren a mighty nation was redeemed in Israel and his tribes. God 
told the emancipated descendents of Abraham that he brought 
them "unto himself" on "eagles' wings" (Exod. 19:4) and told 
them to "obey my voice and keep my covenant" (Exod. 19:5). His 
purpose was to make them into "a kingdom of priests, and a holy 
nation" (Exod. 19:6). 

Once again, the grace of God was frustrated. jehovah said of 
Israel, "She hath rebelled against mine ordinances in doing wicked
ness more than the nations, and against my statutes more than the 
countries that are round about her; for they have rejected mine 
ordinances, and as for my statutes, they have not walked in them" 
(Ezek. 5: 6). 

A star would come out of Jacob and scepter out of Israel, so out 
of that failure would come a new beginning. There would be a new 
heaven and earth (Isa. 65:17 -25). In fulfillment of that promise 
Isaiah foretold that a virgin would birth a son and the "government 
would be on his shoulders," whose name would be "Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from henceforth even 
forever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this" (Isa. 9:6-7). 

The harbinger of the Prince of Peace declared, "Repent ye; for 
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the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 3 :2). It is 
said of Jesus that he went about all Galilee "preach
ing the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all man
ner of disease and all manner of sickness" (Matt. 
4:23; 9:35). When Jesus sent out his disciples to the 
"lost sheep of the house of Israel," he commanded, 
''And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand" (Matt. 10:7). Stephen preached 
"good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and 
the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 8:12). 

In explaining the mysteries of the kingdom Jesus 
said it was like a man sowing good seed (Matt. 
13:24-43), a grain of mustard seed (Matt. 13:31-32), 
leaven (Matt. 13:33), hidden treasure (Matt. 13:44), 
priceless pearl (Matt. 13:45-46), net cast into the sea 
(Matt. 13:47-49), vineyard (Matt. 21:33-43), and a 
marriage feast (Matt. 22:2-14). 

In defending himself against the charge of blas
phemy, the Son of God said, "If I by the finger of 
God cast out demons, then the kingdom of God is 
come upon you" (Luke 11 :20), which was to say that 
if he performed miracles by authority of God, then 
the awesome power of God's eternal kingdom had 
come upon them. His credentials were what he 
taught and what he did Uohn 14:10-11). 

He told his followers, "Fear not, little flock; it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the king
dom" (Luke 12:32). 

We must distinguish between the eternal kingdom 
of the Eternal One and the kingdom Jesus promised to 
his disciples, which was to have a beginning. 

Flesh and blood can be in the kingdom Jesus 
promised to his disciples. Mortals, while still in their 
corruptible human bodies, can be translated into that 
kingdom (Col. 1:13). It is a kingdom that denizens of 
earth can receive (Heb. 12:28). 

Still, it is true that "flesh and blood cannot enter 
the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 15:5 0). When the cor
ruptible puts on incorruption, and the mortal puts 
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on immortality, and "death is swallowed up in vic
tory" then - and not till then - can we enter the 
kingdom of God spoken of in 1 Corinthians 15:50. 

It is obvious that there are two different aspects 
of the kingdom of God - an earthly development 
and a heavenly stage. 

Jesus said his kingdom would come with power 
(Mark 9:1). The power was to come when the 
apostles were baptized in the Holy Spirit and fire 
(Luke 3:16; Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4). 

The prophecy is fulfilled. Jesus on that Pentecost 
day came "to the ancient of days ... and there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed" (Dan. 7:13-14). 

Jesus, by his passion and by his victory, was ac
counted worthy to break the seals of "a book written 
within and on the back" (Rev. 5: 1-14 ). The seals are 
broken and the mystery is revealed. Let us join the 
heavenly song, "Worthy art thou to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and didst purchase unto God with thy blood men of 
every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
madest them to be unto our God a kingdom and 
priests; and they reign upon earth." 

Notice - and I emphasize - "they reign upon 
earth." 

Ordinary people - fishermen, tax-gatherers, ac
countants, merchants, educators, rulers, janitors, 
kings, peasants, clowns - may obey the gospel and 
enter the earthly phase of an undying realm ... and 
become "a kingdom and priests." 

Thank God! 
Peter says virtually the same thing about the 

church that was said about Israel: 
But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God's own possession, -that 
ye may show forth the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light (1 Pet. 2:9). 

To enter this wonderful kingdom on earth and 
reign with Christ on earth one must be born again. 
"Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he can
not enter into the kingdom of God!" Uohn 3 :5). 

The laws of God's kingdom require his people be 
poor in spirit, meek, merciful, pure in heart, peace
makers, longsuffering, forgiving, rejoicing, free from 
avarice and pride ... and that members of the king
dom love one another with brotherly love. 



But remember the lessons of the past - apostasy 
is ever a threat. 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we 
drift away from them. For if the word spoken 
through angels proved stedfast, and every trans
gression and disobedience received a just recom
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we ne
glect so great a salvation? which having at the first 
been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard; God also bearing 
witness with them, both by signs and wonders, 
and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to his own will" (Heb. 2: 1-4). 

Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may 
offer service well-pleasing to God with rever
ence and awe: for our God is a consuming fire 
(Heb. 12:28-29). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Who Will Lead the Remnant? 
(continued from page 1) 

church as a denomination, choirs, soloists and other 
similar things. There was a significant circle of well
educated preachers who espoused the theological lib
eralism popular in that day. Among other things, they 
questioned the inspiration and authority of the Bible. 

J .H. Garrison led the theological liberals. They 
had a large influence in the Christian schools that 
were taken. Isaac Errett through the Christian Stan
dard, led the moderates. They promoted all the 
agenda except the flagrant liberalism of Garrison's 
followers. 

Among those who opposed the digressives, David 
Lipscomb was the most prominent leader. He led 
moderates who wished to maintain the Restoration 
Movement on its original biblical course. Through the 
pages of the Gospel Advocate paper and the Nashville 
Bible School (Now David Lipscomb University), he 
was able to keep his followers on a steady course that 
avoided extremes. 

Daniel Sommer of Indianapolis pursued a radical 
approach that not only opposed the digressives but 
also Lipscomb and the moderates. Sommer's legacy 
has been a seedbed for an unending cycle of "ultra
conservative" splinter groups. 

Those who followed the leadership of David 
Lipscomb prospered and multiplied in a phenomenal 
way. By the 1960s our churches had spread to every 
state in the Union and in more than a hundred for-

eign nations. Brethren conducted numerous schools, 
providing education for our children. Scores of good 
works were undertaken, providing care for widows, 
orphans, unwed mothers, and the aged. We had nu
merous gospel papers, all of the centrist view, and 
several publishing houses that provided good, de
pendable literature for our people. 

Today w~ have already lost much of what we had 
gained. Some of our universities and colleges are un
der the influence of the new digressives. 

Many of our gospel papers have either been dis
continued or have suffered serious decline in circula
tion. The international radio and television outreach 
that we once were proud of is no longer a distinctive 
voice for the New Testament church. Many campus 
and youth programs have weakened rather than 
strengthened the faith of their young charges, leav
ing them vulnerable to the sirens of change. From ev
ery quarter we heard of churches pursuing a new 
course, and the conflicts that pursuit causes. 

Our liberal digressives have their leaders. The 
question is, who will lead the surviving remnant? Will 
faithful leaders arise soon enough to save the greater 
number of our churches? Or will we tarry and hope 
until major losses are inflicted? Our current agitation 
is not going to be a year or a five-year tussle. Such 
changes within religious groups take years to run their 
course. The conflict that was mentioned earlier 
spanned well over 50 years and resulted in a divided 
brotherhood. The digressives emerged as the .Dis
ciples of Christ/Christian Churches, and those cling
ing to the old paths as churches of Christ. 

Granted, no man, editor, or school can appoint 
himself to be leader of our people, nor can any group 
elect him to that position. Granted every congrega
tion is autonomous and independent. But now as in 
the past, men will arise to provide leadership, be it 
good or bad, others will voluntarily follow. Our lib
erals are providing their leadership in a most success
ful way. 

We have a radical reactionary group eager to lead 
those who reject liberalism. What we desperately 
need is for wise men, rooted and grounded in God's 
word, faithful and loyal to the New Testament 
church, to step forward and issue the cry to arms. 
Only that kind of leadership will save the day. 

We need not one, or a dozen, but thousands of 
loyal soldiers of Christ to lead us in this hour of cri
sis. 12630 W. Foxfire Dr. 

Sun City West, AZ 85375 
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Servanthood or Hollywood? 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

l fter years of wandering in the wilderness, the 
children of Israel finally entered into the land 
of milk and honey - the Promised Land. Just 

prior to their entry, Moses delivered a strong warn
ing against forgetting God. Moses knew that once 
they were in this land of plenty that they would for
get who delivered them out of Egypt, and they 
would lose their servanthood attitudes, while seeking 
their own pleasures. 

When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt 
bless the LORD thy God for the good land which 
he hath given thee. Beware that thou forget not 
the LORD thy God, in not keeping his command
ments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which 
I command thee this day (Deut. 8:10-11). 

Question: In our own land of "milk and honey," 
with all of our wealth and luxury, have we forgotten 
God? Has our prosperity caused us to seek to be en
tertained, rather than to serve the Lord? 

Our society has submerged itself in a life of en
tertainment. Think for just a minute about how 
much time and money Americans spend on enter
tainment (movies, television, sporting events, maga
zines, outdoor recreation, etc.) How many people 
will pay big money for pro-footbalVhaseball tickets, 
drive hundreds of miles to attend the game, rear
range their work schedules so they can get to the 
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game early, and invite coworkers or neighbors to join 
them ... but come Sunday morning these same indi
viduals hesitate to put a ten dollar bill in the collec
tion plate, complain about five-mile drive to the 
building, show up ten minutes late, and would never 
consider inviting coworkers or neighbors to services. 

We now only work so we can play. Never has 
there been a generation so preoccupied with enter
taining itself. This strong desire to be entertained has 
even spilled over into the worship setting. Where is 
the church going - Servanthood or Hollywood? 
Where are the strong and knowledgeable elderships 
that will stand up and question these new practices 
every time new individuals seek to be entertained? 
Friends, while these topics may seem to be "up for 
discussion," the truth is that God - the creator of 
man - told us exactly what he wanted in assembly 
worship. Hear this: the following practices are not 
found in the New Testament, and are simply devices 
employed to entertain. Consider: 

1. Who are praise teams really for? 
2. Introduction of instrumental music, or hum

ming, or choirs. Authorized or unauthorized? 
3. Elderships that simply want "numbers" 

. 4. More and more churches are incorporating 
drama into public worship. Why? 

5. Observance of Easter or Christmas in a worship 
setting. Denominations started this practice. 

6. New "contemporary" services for young people 
or Saturday evening services. Where in the Bible 
does it discuss having separate services for the young 
or old? 

7. Special children's worship that takes children 
out of worship. 

8. Do we have scriptural basis for hand-clapping? 
9. Where does the Bible discuss dedicating babies? 

10. Preachers focusing more on themselves and their 
own stories, rather than the word. 

(What does 2 Corinthians 4:5 say?) 
Have we forgotten who the real audience is when 

weenterassemblyworship? John4:23 states: "But the 
hour is coming, and is now, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the 
Father is seeking such to worship Him." 



God is the audience. Therefore, anything we do in 
worship should be in accordance with his will, and 
should be done to glorify and praise him. Has our 
desire for entertainment blinded us from true wor
ship? 

Many children are being reared in homes where 
they are used to being entertained and getting every
thing they want. What will be the result in ten or 15 
years when these children become deacons and are 
preconditioned always to get what they want? What 
happens when their desires are in direct conflict with 

the will of Almighty God? I am afraid we are already 
seeing the fruits of these seeds. Sadly, many churches 
are experiencing splits and division because men, 
who are used to getting what they want, are seeking 
to be entertained. Hear this: The church has no busi
ness moving toward Hollywood! We are called to 
servanthood, not Hollywood. Leave the lights, cam
era, and acting to those who serve the world. 
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Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit 
By T. Pierce Brown 

I have just read an article claiming it is impossible 
to blaspheme the Holy Spirit today. The piece 
also claims that the Jews were blaspheming the 

Holy Spirit when they accused Christ of casting out 
demons by the power of the devil. 

I have two questions. First, if the Jews were blas
pheming the Holy Spirit when they accused Christ of 
something, what would they have needed to say to 
blaspheme Christ? Christ made a clear distinction be
tween blaspheming him and blaspheming the Holy 
Spirit. 

Second, can a person blaspheme God or Christ in 
this age? If no, why not? If yes, what would he have to 
say? If it were possible to blaspheme Jehovah and 
Jesus today, why would it not be possible to blas
pheme the Holy Spirit? 

The word blasphemy means, according to all 
scholars of any religion, "to speak evil against; to slan
der, curse or revile." 

When Jesus was on the cross, they blasphemed 
him. Paul was a blasphemer, but he was forgiven be
cause he did it ignorantly and in unbelief (1 Tim. 1: 13). 

Under the Old Covenant, blaspheming God is 
condemned; there does not appear to be any confu
sion about what it meant, or how it was done. 

Cursing, reviling, or speaking evil against God is 
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to blaspheme him. In the New Testament, we find no 
indication that anyone was confused about how to 
blaspheme Christ or "the worthy name by which we 
are called" Oames 2:7). The Greek word translated 
"blaspheme" is also translated "railing" in 1 Timothy 
2:4 and Jude 9 (KJV). 

Why should anyone be confused about what it 
means to blaspheme the Holy Spirit? 

To paraphrase what Jesus taught in Matthew 
12:24-32: 

; While I am on the earth, you may blaspheme 
me and be forgiven, for you do not understand 
my divinity. However, you do understand that 
you are blaspheming me, for you know I could 
not be casting out demons by the power of Satan 
for then his kingdom would be destroyed. When 
a person does, as you are doing and sins against 
the light, he is in terrible danger of so hardening 
his heart until he can blaspheme the Spirit of 
God (Truth). When he is that hardened, doing 
what he knows to be wrong, God will give him 
up to a reprobate mind (Rom. 1:28), and when 
God does that, his heart is so hard that he will 
not repent {Heb. 6:4-6). Therefore he will not 
be forgiven. 

When the Jews in the 0 ld Covenant blasphemed 
God, they were not told to offer a bull on the altar
they were stoned to death. In no instance were they 
forgiven, for their heart was so hard they would not 
repent. By the way, this may explain the fate of the 
antediluvians. 
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(The bullfighter, L. Toreador, has been on a Sabbatical, but cu"ent situations force him to pick up his pen 
and register his protest. Doing something slowly, quietly, and covertly, hoping not to be detected is the essence 
of dishonesty and consequently the quintessence of ungodliness. Underhandedness does not become those who 
profess righteousness. Friend Toreador was riled to action by stealth in and out of the church.) 

Machiavellian Intelligence 
By L. Toreador 

One important lesson flowing from the life 
and times of Jesus of Nazareth is the impor
tance of openness and transparent honesty. 

He was always exactly what he appeared to be. 
Most people will agree that Christians ought to 

be above board and should always deal from the top. 
Though the need for sincerity is a given, still, 

when it comes to practical application, many excuse 
unprincipled double-dealing because it is considered 
necessary to accomplish something regarded as im
portant. 

We frequently kid ourselves into thinking that 
sneakiness is excused by the good we intend. 
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Some seem to think that the naive must be 
tricked into accepting a position that would be re
jected out-of-hand, if honestly presented. 

So, the idea is, old rube has to be deluded into a 
path of culture and sophistication. 

Mter all, he is just a country boy. 
No one has a monopoly on this kind of thinking, 

but, while we can easily see it in the behavior of the 
other guy, it is hard for us to admit it in ourselves. 

At least that's how it is with me. 
Paul was outraged by such duplicity. He com

plained that some slanderously reported that he 
taught, "Let us do evil that good may come." The 
apostle thought the condemnation of such people 
was just. 

He emphatically denies teaching that it is ever 
right to dupe the gullible by hiding - even denying 
- our true objective. 

Followers of Jesus must not lie even to promote 
something that is noble and true. 

We do not rob banks to feed orphans and wid
ows. 

But, back to my point, treachery is always sin -
even when engaged to bring in, through the 
backdoor, something we think is necessary for the 
overall good. 

"Infidelity . . . consists in professing to believe 
what one does not believe," said Thomas Paine. 

Jesus said that scribes deserved greater condem
nation because they "for a pretense make long 
prayers." 

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo
crites! For ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness" (Matt. 
23:27). 

To illustrate my thought, Marvin Olasky, profes
sor of journalism at the University of Texas at Austin, 
wrote: 



The other night I read to beloved Benjamin, 
my youngest son, one of the books he had picked 
out at the local library. Benjamin at age four 
judges books by their covers, and The Duke Who 
Outlawed jelly Beans looks good. Its cover fea
tures a boy in a crown speaking from atop a large 
bird as seven children of various nationalities 
and skin colors listen. The stories within, starting 
with The Frog Prince; have good opening action 
and colorful pictures. Once each story is under
way, though, insinuations begin to appear, and 
soon something unnatural this way comes: One 
child has two 'fathers,' another has two 'moth
ers.' Unlike the infamous Heather Has Two 
Mommies a book that with its title is a set-up to 
be taken down, The Duke Who Outlawed jelly 
Beans is an infiltrator, a stealth educator - and 
that's the way most education works. 

At the beginning of this century the English 
journalist G.K. Chesterton pointed out that chil
dren often don't listen to what they are told, but 
what parents and teachers assume without say
ing sinks in and affects them in subtle ways. At 
mid-century C.S. Lewis pushed that idea for
ward in books like The Abolition of Man, 
wherein he showed that a grammar textbook 
was actually proclaiming the death of objectiv
ity. (The text taught that when we make state
ments about external artifacts or events, we're 
really describing what we think and not what 
we're seeing; in other words, the grammar book 
was teaching that reality is purely .subjective.) 

Now, at the end of the century People for the 
American Way over-looks liberalism's diseases 
and spends its time complaining about 'stealth 
candidates': Conservative Christians who run 
for school boards and refuse to wear on their 
backsides signs that say, 'I'm a religious right fa
natic, kick me.' But it's the stealth sapping that 
goes on in government classrooms and the 
stealth propaganda of books all the way down to 
the level of The Duke Who Outlawed jelly Beans 
that deserve special scrutiny. 

The stealth press is also an irritation. When 
super-liberal Eleanor Clift describes herself as 
being "in the broad middle;' and PBS leftist 
Nina Totenberg calls herself a 'lifetime moder
ate,' I am annoyed with them not for their liber
alism but for their lying. 

Christian parents confronted by stealth have 
hard choices to make while raising children. We 
can cloister them, but children never exposed to 
childhood diseases are at greater risk of serious 
reactions when they b~come adults. Or we can 
teach children, from the time they understand 
that there is a world beyond their homes, that 
they live in a world where stealth abounds. 

I'm not in favor of letting children watch in
appropriate movies, but what do we do with 
movies that are OK except for a stealth scene or 
two? My sense is that we can let children watch 
a movie that here or there insinuates the normal-

ity of some vulgar language or conduct, but in
stead of letting it slide by we must indicate that 
such words and deeds are unacceptable to par
ents and to God. (This can only work if we do 
not talk or act that way ourselves.) 

Controlled exposure of children to cultural vi
ruses is not a happy solution, because evil ideas 
can roll around in brains and have dire conse
quences; the long-range strategy, if Christ does 
not come soon, should focus on recapturing the 
culture. But the stealth warriors are out there, 
and if ·our children do not begin to identify them 
while we are still by their sides, they will meet 
them on grounds of the enemy's choosing. 

~ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. L. Whiteside 

Volume 1, 173 pgs. 
The Bible; Creation; Adam and Eve; The Flood; Abra
ham; The Covenants; The Apostles; The Great Commis
sion; The First Sermon; Obedience; Disobedience; 
Grace; The lord's Supper. 
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Isaac, Jacob, Esau; Joseph; Deliverance of Israel from 
Bondage; Deliverance from Sin; The Ten Command
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tion by Faith; Repentance; Partakers of the Divine Na
ture. 
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of Sinai; The Tabernacle; John the Baptist; Miraculous 
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Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

C.R. Nichol said of Robertson Whiteside, "His critical mind 
and power of reasoning have afforded him an insight into 
the teaching of the Bible that few men have. His implicit 
faith in God has led him to seek to know only what the will 
of God is, that he might comply with it and teach it without 
faltering. H 
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Is Olasky right when he says that "most ~duca
tion proceeds by stealth"? He was talking, of course, 
about slipping homosexuality in by the side door, but 
his indictment is of "most" education. 

Is this true of Christian education? 
Is it even remotely possible that professors in 

universities operated by our dear brethren are guilty 
of trying to hide beneath the radar? We see tenured 
professors in Bible departments, sometimes on the 
graduate level, professing profound respect for the 
scripture, but teaching that the Bible, in it original 
form, has mistakes. Do they excuse their perfidy by 
claiming the high moral aim of bringing reluctant 
churches of Christ into the higher ground of reli
gious pluralism? 

I do not want this to degenerate into a rant, but 
do respectfully ask that our schoolmen rise above the 
Olasky complaint about "most education." 

When we ask a simple question about the role of 
women, or music in worship of God, or fellowship 
with denominations, or the nature and purpose of 
Bible baptism, or any other point of doctrine, please 
tell us the truth about what you really believe. Please 
do not beat around the bush- just say up front and in 
understandable language what you think- and what 
you are teaching our children ... our dear children. 

Appearance 
BASSANIO 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

So may the outward shows be least themselves: 
The world is still deceived with ornament. 
In law, what plea so tainted and corrupt 
But, being season'd with a gracious voice, 
Obscures the show of evil? In religion, 
What damned error, but some sober brow 
Will bless it and approve it with a text, 
Hiding the grossness with fair ornament? 
There is no vice so simple but assumes 
Some mark of virtue on his outward parts. 

The Merchant of Venice, Act 3, Scene 2. 
William Shakespeare (1564-1616) 

English poet and playwright. 
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by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically grounded ap
proach, Daniel's prophetic career from youth to old age is traced. 
Dr. Turner comments on each verse of the book, comparing his 
understanding with those of other commentators spanning two 
centuries of scholarly study. BKCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Good Conscience 
Toward God 

By Walter Swain 

Scriptures make a connection between the for
giveness of sins, the blood of Jesus Christ, and 
baptism for the remission of our sins. 

The blood of Jesus removes sin (Rev. 1:5). The 
death of Jesus on Calvary was a perfect sacrifice to 
take away our sins (Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:26). 

Saul of Tarsus was told to "arise and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord" (Acts 22:16). Saul was not saved the moment 
he believed that Jesus is Lord, or else he was saved in 
his sins. Saul's sins were forgiven when he was bap
tized; where he contacted the blood of Christ (Rom. 
6:4-5). 

"How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish unto God, cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?" (Heb. 9:14). 
When the blood of Jesus is applied to one's sins they 
are forgiven. 

Peter wrote, "which also after a true likeness 
doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

In baptism one is buried in water, and the sacrifi
cial blood of the Lamb removes sins. Baptism is "the 
answering of a good conscience unto God," because 
it is total submission to God. 

Barton Stone 
A Spiritual Biography 
by D. Newell Williams 

532 Laborcita Canyon Rd. 
La Luz, NM 88337 
pwain@zianet.com 
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An analysis of Barton Stone's contribution to the Stone-Campbell 
movement. A new and most thorough and clearly articulated 
description of Stone's theology ever produced. A coherent over
view of Stone's beliefs, placing these sometimes puzzling theo
logical ideas Into a context that makes sense. Shows Stone's 
humanity In his frustration with the churches for their apathy 
toward emancipation and Christian unity. BKNE01 pb, 249 pgs. 

$29.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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What Is A False Teacher? 
By Johnny D. Hinton 

,
eudodidaskalos is translated "false teacher" in 
2 Peter 2:1. It is a compound word from 
pseudo meaning false, and didaskolos mean

ing teacher. 
Some would contend that for a teacher to be 

false he must be a person of bad character. The per
son must have evil motives for why and what he 
teaches. Essentially they want to defer to his conduct 
rather than the content of his teaching. 

The problem here is that we do not simply have a 
noun (teacher) modified by an adjective (false). 
Rather, what we have is a compound noun. 

From numerous lexicons (Greek Dictionaries) 
we see the following definitions: 

• "one who inculcates false doctrines" (The Ana
lytical Greek Lexicon Revised (1978 Ed) by Harold 
K. Moulton, (c)1978, Zondervan). 

• "one who teaches what is not true" (A Concise 
Greek-English Dictonary of the New Testament by 
Barclay M. Newman, Jr. I The Greek New Testa
ment, 3rd Ed., Edited by Aland, Black, Metzger 
(c)1971, United Bible Societies, London). 

• "a teacher of false doctrines" (Greek-English 
New Testament Lexicon by George Ricker Berry, 
(c)1952, Zondervan). 

• "one who teaches falsehoods" (Bauer's Greek
English Lexicon, (c)1979, Second Ed., Edited by 
Danker). 

• "a spurious teacher, that is, a propagator of er
roneous Christian doctrine" (Strong's Greek Dictio
nary). 

Teachers teach the teaching. False teachers teach 
false teachings. The use of "teaching(s)" here is the 
same as doctrine. Therefore, false teachers teach 
false doctrine. This has nothing necessarily to do 
with his character or his motive, but primarily the 
content of what he is teaching. He may be honestly 
mistaken, but still a false teacher. If he is in fact hon
est in his character, then he will readily admit his er
ror and change accordingly. 

Firm Foundation Online 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

While many passages in the New Testament refer 
to our subject in a variety of ways, only 2 Peter 2:1 
actually has our term. 

But there were false prophets also among the 
people, even as there shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruc
tion. 

(Note: The phrase "damnable heresies" can also 
be "destructive opinions," which is not just grouping 
into parties or sects, but rather the ideas contrary to 
what is written.) 

Titus 2:3 uses the term kalodidaskalos and is 
translated as "teachers of good things" rather than as 
"good teachers." This shows that the emphasis is not 
on the character of the teacher (although important), 
but rather the content or character of what they 
teach. In a similar style pseudodidaskalos could be 
translated "teachers of what is false." 

Jesus is called "good master" (or, teacher) in 
Matthew 19:16. The phrase used here, however, is 
didaskale agathe. In this form we have both the noun 
(teacher) and its modifying adjective (good). This 
construction does refer to the character of the 
teacher himself rather than the content of his doc
trine. The parallel accounts of Mark 10:17 and Luke 
18: 18 use the exact same word construction. 

If the Holy Spirit had intended for us to under
stand that he was referring to the false character of a 
false teacher rather than the false doctrine, he could 
have done so. There is an adjective form that could 
have possibly been constructed as such, didaskale 
pseude, but it is not used. 

What we have then are some folks who are un
comfortable with being called false teachers. They 
then are trying to invent a new definition for the 
term so as to point the finger away from themselves. 
This is self-justifying and points to a character issue. 
This then may reveal that not only are they teachers 
of what is false in doctrine but they are also false in 
their character. 

219 West 4th St. 
Wewoka, OK 74884 
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(The Chester County Independent, a newspaper published at Henderson, Tenn., has a feature honoring 
"Hometown Heroes." The March 21, 2002 issue of the paper recognized E. Claude Gardner, and hailed him for 
his moral integrity and leadership. We thought the piece so remarkable - and so well deserved - that we are 
reproducing it. The indomitable E. Claude Gardner is an encouragement to all who promote the right and op
pose the wrong.) 

E. Claude Gardner 
By Steve Oden, Managing Editor 

Dr. E. Claude Gardner, seriously injured in an 
automobile accident that killed his wife last 
summer, has started preaching again. The 

retired president of Freed-Hardeman University said 
his greatest wish is to "preach like I used to," teach 
the Bible, and "save souls." In fulfilling this mission, 
he can provide a testimony for his late wife and for 
the astonishing number of friends who helped him 
through the recovery process. 

Gardner is the Chester County Independent's 
"Hometown Hero" for the faith and fortitude he has 
shown during a 40-plus-year career as a Christian 
educator, preacher, and writer. To those who know 
him, Gardner is a role model. The tragic wreck that 
took the life of former FHU first lady Delorese 
Gardner, herself a much-loved figure in Henderson, 
dealt the 77 -year-old president emeritus life-threat
ening injuries, but he has bounced back, inspiring 
those who love and admire him. 

"It's an amazing thing to me, since the accident, 
how many friends I had and didn't realize it," Gard
ner reflected. "I must have influenced more students 
here at Freed-Hardeman than I knew." 

Married in 1945, the Gardners made FHU their 
life. They came in contact with thousands of stu
dents, saw them graduate, and followed their ca
reers. As the FHU "family" grew in numbers and 
spirit, so did appreciation for the commitment that 
Gardner and his wife had made to the institution and 
the individuals associated with it. 

Gardner, originally from Marmaduke, Ark., 
came to Henderson as a student to attend what was 
then a two-year school, Freed-Hardeman College. 
He later became a teacher at his alma mater, begin
ning a career that would see him advance to the 
posts of department head, registrar, dean of the col
lege, and vice president. 

When H.A. Dixon died suddenly in 1969, Gard
ner became president. In 197 6, Gardner and the 
school's Board of Directors decided to make a bold 
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move- Freed-Hardeman became a four-year insti
tution. The next major step was to qualify for univer
sity status by offering graduate programs in 1990. 

There were risks involved in each of those deci
sions. In looking back, Gardner said, "You have to 
take some risks in the world. You can't see the out
come of everything." 

One of his favorite scriptures is Philippians 4:13 
- "I can do all things through Christ which 
strengthenth." 

"I try to be a person of confidence, and that verse 
has helped," said Gardner. 

He is also partial to 1 Corinthians 14:40: "Let all 
things be done decently and in order." 

Mark 16:15, Jesus' charge to his disciples, is the 
basis for Gardner's zeal as a preacher and teacher
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. " 

This is the phrase Gardner wants on his tomb
stone. His beloved wife's grave marker bears the in
scription from Proverbs 31: "Who can find a virtu
ous woman? For her price is far above rubies." 

They were returning from Walnut, Miss., where 
he had preached his 350th gospel meeting, when the 
accident occurred. 

Gardner credits his wife for helping him develop 
the qualities of patience, forbearance, kindness, and 
caring. "She was definitely a kind and humble person. 
A lot of people loved her, and I miss her very much," 
he said. Others who influenced his life in the ministry 
included L.A. Burns, the man who baptized him; L.L. 
Brigance ("A great man, and a very good teacher"); 
Dean Walter Adams at Abilene Christian ("One of the 
best teachers on secular subjects. . .. He very much in
fluenced my thinking on educational principles"); 
B.C. Goodpasture, editor of "The Gospel Advocate" 
in Nashville; Ben Holladay, chairman of the Board of 
Directors at FHU; and his two preaching brothers, 
Don (deceased) and Albert Gardner. 

Gardner's philosophy has been: "Conservative in 



faith, believing the Bible, teaching the Bible, preach
ing the Bible." 

He has written over 400 articles for religious 
publications, in addition to editing books. He serves 
as advisory chancellor at Georgia Christian College 
in Vald0sta and is involved with Crowley Ridge Col
lege in Paragould, Ark., and a preaching school
also, the college for women in Kakinada, India. 

"I've been involved in Christian education, 
preaching, and writing all of my life," he said. "I 
guess my hobby is work." 

The accident and loss of Mrs. Gardner has made 
him more sensitive to the "needs and concerns of 
other people," he said. 

"It made me love everybody more. I guess it was 

because I was so close to death." 
Henderson is his home, and he doesn't plan to 

leave, although many Christian institutions would be 
delighted to welcome him. 

"I've been committed to Freed-Hardeman Univer
sity. I think it is one of the best schools in the Brother
hood. I wouldn't be comfortable anywhere else." 

What excites him now is returning to preaching, 
preaching at gatherings small and large. 

"I want to preach again, preach like I used to," · 
he said. "I want to save souls and teach people the 
Bible for the rest of my life." 

E. Claude Gardner's address is: 
372 Mill St. 

Henderson, TN 38340 
FF 

(Cecil May presented a lesson on grace at Freed-Hardeman Lectureship 2000. We came across a copy of the 
manuscript and thought it a good study. Brother May gave us permission to reprint the piece.) 

''Grace Only" 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we 

have access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God 
(Rom. 5:1-2). 

This is the famous place at which, according to 
the often-repeated story, Martin Luther picked up 
his pen and wrote in the margin of his Latin Bible the 
word sola, "alone." "Man is justified by faith alone," 
he maintained, and though he may not have meant 
what some users of that phrase today seem to mean, 
the word alone or only is not in the text nor, in its 
usual sense, implied in its meaning. 

"Sola gratia, Bola fides, sola scriptura" became a 
reformation slogan. "Grace alone, faith alone, scrip-

Foxe's Book of Martyrs by John Foxe 

Throughout the centuries. Christians have endured times of 
persecution and death for daring to take a stand for their beliefs. 
These individuals were martyrs for the cause of Christ. This book 
shows us people who desired to correct and reform the religious 
abuses that had taken over the church. hb, 371 pgs. RFOXOI 
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ture alone," in opposition to Roman Catholicism's 
meritorious penances and indulgences and their ad
dition of church tradition to scriptural authority. 

"Saved by grace?" Yes. "Saved by grace alone?" 
No. 

Only by Grace 
Salvation is not by grace only, but it is only by grace. 
That is, there is no way of salvation available to us as 
sinners except salvation by grace. 

"Grace" has been acrostically and cutely defined 
as God's Riches At Christ's Expense. Or not 
acrostically but still cutely, "Getting what we need 
instead of what we deserve." A more prosaic defini
tion making the same point is "unmerited favor." All 
are good, though none is exhaustive. 

The connection between "grace" and "gift" is in
separable. It is definitional. 

"For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God" 
(Eph. 2:8). "The wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 
6:23). '~nd if by grace, then it is no longer of works; 
otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of 
works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no 
longer work" (Rom. 11:6). 
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Salvation, justification, eternal life is a gift. One 
cannot earn a gift, for if it is earned it is no longer a 
gift. One does not earn half of a gift, or 10 percent of 
it, or 0.001 percent of it. A gift is a gift. Some trans
lations even say, "free gift" (Rom. 6:23, ASV). 

To be "justified" is to be "declared righteous." A 
judge considers the evidence and declares the ver
dict. If guilty, the verdict is "condemned." If inno
cent, the verdict is "innocent," "justified." 

A person who has never sinned could be justified 
on his merits. That is what Paul calls "justification by 
works." Such a one would be declared righteous be
cause he is righteous. However, that will not work 
for us, or at least not for me. I am in the category of 
those Paul described when he said, "There is none 
righteous,~no, not one" (Rom. 3: 10); and, "For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" 
(Rom. 3:23). 

A sinner cannot earn justification. By his sin he has 
already earned condemnation (Rom. 3:23). Any good 
work he can do, he is obligated to do. "To him there
fore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin" Uames 4: 17). So nothing we do has any 
"carry-over," any extra "brownie points." Nothing we 
do can earn forgiveness for even one sin. Therefore, 
the only way any sinner can be saved is by grace. 
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Burt Jones 
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It is important to understand that for a number 
of reasons. 

One, so that we will not trust in ourselves that 
we are righteous and despise others (Luke. 18:9). We 
are not to boast in ourselves or in our own achieve
ments (Eph. 2:8-9) but only in Christ crucified (Gal. 
6:14). 

Two, in order not to fall into the trap of paring 
down the requirements of God to the things we 
think we do right. Jesus told a parable about a man 
who counted himself righteous because he tithed 
and fasted, and was not a murderer or an extor
tioner like another to whom he pointed (Luke 18:9-
14). Elsewhere he reminded other folks like the one 
in the parable that they were overlooking justice, 
mercy and faith in their dealings with others (Matt. 
23:23). If we think we are righteous just because we 
sing a cappella, commune every Sunday, and are not 
in denominations, but forget the two greatest com
mandments, or refuse to forgive one another as 
Christ has forgiven us, then we fall into the same 
trap. 

When we measure ourselves by all that God re
quires, we realize our need for God's grace. 

There are necessary conditions to be met to ac
cept God's grace, but when we have met them, our 
forgiveness is still of grace, entirely of grace. We have 
earned nothing. We do not have the capacity to earn 
anything. 

Not by Grace Only 
When it is said, "Salvation is by grace alone," the 
speaker is not usually just saying, "grace is our only 
hope for salvation." In Calvinism's famous TULIP1 

presentation, all human beings are said to be totally 
depraved and dependent therefore on :irresistible 
grace. Irresistible grace is an action of the Holy Spirit 
on the heart of an individual, and before it or with
out it one is unable to respond favorably to the gos
pel or even to appreciate it. So Calvinism moves 
from unconditional election, through atonement 
limited to the elect, all the way through perseverance 
of the saints, declaring salvation to be entirely God's 
doing. Those being saved do not even have a choice 
in the matter. 

Faith is viewed as a direct gift of God imparted 
by the Holy Spirit at the time he imparts irresistible 

'TULIP is the acrostic for the five primary doctrines of Calvinism: 
Total hereditary depravity. Unconditional election. Limited atonement. 
Irresistible grace. Perseverance of the saints. 



grace. Justification by grace only is justification with
out any condition or any volition, as far as man is 
concerned. 

The Bible tells us God's grace has appeared to all 
(Titus 2: 11). Christ died for all (Heb. 2:9). His pro
pitiation is sufficient for all (1 John 2:2). If salvation 
were by grace only, all men would be saved. 

But all are not saved (Matt. 7:13 ). When the gos
pel is heard, some mock, some procrastinate, and 
some believe (Acts 17:32-34 ). The gospel is able to 
produce both faith (Rom. 10:17) and love (1 John 
4:19) in those who hear, and it is thereby able to pro
voke a favorable response Uohn 12:32-33). Man has 
the choice to accept or reject, and is called upon to 
do so. Every universal invitation in the Bible, every 
"whosoever will," refutes the doctrine of salvation 
by grace alone. 

The offer of grace is to everyone. Those who are 
offered it must respond. "He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear." When some do not believe and obey, 
God is not to blame; it is their own free-will choice. 

Some feel that if the recipient of a gift meets any 
condition, especially if the condition involves any ac
tion, the gift is no longer truly a gift. 

A gospel preacher (I have long forgotten who) 
said many years ago, "There is necessarily some kind 
of condition, some action required for acceptance of 
any imaginable gift." Whether that is a universally 
true statement or not, he illustrated the point with 

Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun 
to perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
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this story: 
"A man says, 'I am going to give you $1,000.' He 

holds it out and says, 'Here, it's yours for the taking.' 
"If the person to whom the offer is made reaches 

out his hand and takes it, it does not become any less 
a gift. However, if he doesn't, he does not receive it. 

'~ objector responds, 'But I told a man I did not 
want his gift, and he stuffed it in my pocket anyway.' 

"The preacher replied, 'But it still wasn't yours; 
it did you no good until you took it out of your 
pocket and used it.'" 

A gift is still a gift though it has a condition of ac
ceptance. The $1,000 was still a gift. Accepting the 
condition with the gift did not make it less a gift. The 
recipient contributed nothing to the $1,000, nor did 
he earn it in any way. But without meeting the condi
tion, he would not have received it. 

Salvation is not by "grace only," because it is "by 
grace through faith" (Eph. 2:8). Faith is the condi
tion. It is our necessary response to "the gospel of 
the grace of God." 

It is also not by "faith only" because "faith only" 
is "dead faith," "vain faith," but that is another les
son. 

By Grace Through Faith 
When we understand the gravity of our sin, realize 
the horror of our just condemnation in hell, and ap
preciate the cost of the grace God provides through 
the crucifixion of his Son, we come ~o faith in him 
and receive by faith the wondrous salvation that 
grace has brought about. "Faith" includes "trust." If 
we believe someone (especially, Someone) we rely on 
him for what he has offered. 

Jesus says, "He who believes and is baptized shall 
be saved" (Mark 16:16). If we believe Jesus and want 
the salvation he promises, we will be baptized. Fol
lowing initial salvation, the directions, promises and 
warnings of scripture, if we believe them and if we 
trust the God in whose word they are found, will 
keep us on the path to which he calls us. 

We will not follow without any error or devia
tion. Salvation continues to be only by the grace of 
God. 

We cannot ignore his word and follow the path 
to which others, or our own fleshly lusts, call us, for 
then we do not trust the One who provides salvation 
by grace. Salvation is not by grace only; it is by grace 
through active, living faith. 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. 
Montgomery, AL 361~9 
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PaHern Theology 
By John Hobbs, D.Min. 

P atternistic reading is inconsistent with the 
Bible's full aims and form" and "the Bible 
does not give patternistic instructions for 

much of what we're obliged to do" (The Crux of the 
Matter, pp. 150-160). 

But, brethren, there is a pattern in the God
breathed scriptures. 

Listen to these inspired words from the Holy 
Spirit: 

"Hold the pattern of sound words" (2 Tim. 
1:13). 

'~d the things which thou hast heard from me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" 
(2 Tim. 2:2). 

"Hold the traditions which ye were taught, 
whether by word or epistle of ours" ([2 Thess. 2: 15] 
the UBS N.T. Greek Dictionary says that the Greek 
word paradoseis used here means "teachings -
handed down from one group or generation to an
other"). 

"The things which ye both learned and received 
and heard and saw in me, these things do" (Phil. 4:9). 
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"But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were 
servants of sin, ye became obedient from the heart to 
that form (margin - pattern) of teaching whereunto 
ye were delivered; and being made free from sin, ye 
became servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-18). 

"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that 
are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn 
away from them" (Rom. 16: 17). 

If there is no pattern, why did Paul say hold on to 
it? Study these passages diligently. These verses 
clearly teach there is a pattern to follow in the New 
Testament. When brethren say there is no pattern, 
they leave the truth. There can be no compromise 
between faithful Christians and brethren who deny 
that a pattern exists. 

The PaHern from I Corinthians 
In 1 Corinthians we find clear teaching that a pattern 
must be followed. 
"Speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfected together in the 
same mind and same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:1 0). 

"Not to go beyond the things which are written" 
(1 Cor. 4:6). 

"Even as I teach everywhere in every church" (1 
Cor. 4:17). 

"And so ordain I in all the churches" (1 Cor. 
7:17). 

"For I received of the Lord that which also I de
livered unto you" (1 Cor. 11:23). 

"As in all the churches of the saints, let the 
women keep silence in the churches: for it is not per
mitted unto them to speak" (1 Cor. 14:33-34). 

"As I gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also 
do ye" (1 Cor. 16:1). What Paul taught at Corinth, he 
taught in every church and every place. 

Clearly, there is a pattern. We might need to 
study what that pattern is, but we must agree that a 
pattern exists, and we must follow it. Christians 
must not tolerate the denial of a pattern to New Tes
tament Christianity. 

By the way this may be a good time to re-read 
Romans 16:17 



The Charge to Keep the PaHern 
"Charge certain men not to teach a different doc
trine" {1 Tim. 1 :3). 

"Till I come, give heed to reading, to exhorta
tion, to teaching" {1 Tim. 4:13). 

"If any man teacheth a different doctrine" (1 
Tim. 6:3). 

"Unruly men ... whose mouths must be stopped" 
(Titus 1: 10-11). 

"Be not carried away by divers and strange teach
ings" (Heb. 13 :9). 

"Contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints" Uude 3 ). 

How can you establish a man is teaching a differ
ent doctrine if a true doctrine does not exist? These 
verses demonstrate that a true doctrine exists. The 
commands here indicate a charge to keep the pat
tern. (Consider also: 1 Cor. 1:10; 4:6; 14:33-34; 
16:1-2.) 

What Is the PaHern? 
In simple terms the pattern is the New Testament. 
Whatever the Lord and the inspired writer said and 
wrote is our pattern. We are "not to go beyond the 
things which are written" (1 Cor. 4:6). There is a 
pattern and it is the New Testament. 

A study of the following passages confirms that 
fact: Matt. 4:4; john 12:48; 1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Cor. 
14:37; Gal. 3:23-27; Col. 4:16; 2 Thess. 2:15; 2 
Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 10:9. 

464 2 Royal Crest Dr. 
Abilene, TX 79606 

(Editor's note: We are indebted to Doctor Hobbs 
for this reminder. We must never grow weary of 
warning against apostasy, which is always imminent. 
That is a lesson we learn from the history of Israel -
or, for that matter, the history of mankind. Please 
read the following two paragraphs closely and see if 
you can guess who wrote this warning- no peek
ing, now. First, read the two paragraphs - then 
make your best guess as to the author and then look 
at the closing sentence of this note to confirm your 
guess, or learn your mistake. 

There is today in our Church as much as any
where a fawning, almost servile attitude toward 
what is called scholarship and a reluctance, even 
fear, of questioning the "assured results" of what 
is called modern scholarship and going against 
the stream. Whereas Stoeckhardt, and Ludwig 
Fuerbringer and Walterr aggressively attacked 
the documentary hypotheses of their days, we 
seem afraid to do so today. We seem incapable of 
distinguishing facts from hypotheses and inter-

pretations; and we are timid (if not altogether si
lent) in exposing the clay feet, the sub-Christian 
presuppositions, of much modern Biblical schol
arship. Prof. Franzmann has correctly pointed 
out that this hierarchy of the "scholars" has 
taken on a sort of cultic aspect. Twenty years ago 
when I was a seminarian the kindest compliment 
you could pay a theologian was to call him ei
ther pious or orthodox; now we praise him by 
calling him scholarly. Now we know that schol
arship is a gift of God. But we also know that 
scholars have been wrong again and again and 
again. Scripture is a gift of God, too, and Scrip
ture has never been wrong. 

There is in our circles today what I might call 
a subtle unionism. Influenced by the pervasive 
ecumenism of our day, we have become friendly 
with professing Christians outside our fellow
ship - and such friendliness is good. But there 
is also an aversion to point out false doctrine 
when we observe it in the teaching of our new 
friends. There is another more serious side to 
this subtle unionism. In the old days our doc
trine of church fellowship forbade us to worship 
or do church work with those who taught doc
trine contrary to the divine Word. Among other 
things, the reason for this was to protect our 
members from the poison of false doctrine. But 
there is one area where even the strictest separa-
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tion cannot protect a church. You cannot stop 
people from repairing to the written word. And 
the written word is powerful. Missourians may 
have stayed out of range of Barth's pulpit or lec
ture podium but they had no compunctions 
against reading his books. Today, laymen a~d 
students in particular are overwhelmed by an m
undarion of theological writings. Our problem is 
first what to read, and second to read everything 
critically. Students especially are in need of guid
ance ro read and study all new rheological con
tributions critically under the Scriptures .... In 
all rhis we can only try ro help each other. 

What can we do in the face of all the new 
hermeneutical developments and in the face of 
our own weaknesses and the problems which 
face us? What reply can be given such searching 
questions except ro go back to the divine word? 
Ir is not enough to talk about the Bible and 
mouth orthodox expressions. We must go to the 
Bible again and again, searching out its message, 
knowing that it carries with it God's power, it is 
irs own best defender, it will surely authenticate 
itself to us. Therein we meet our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We must never forget that the only rea
son for any discussion of Scripture or hermeneu
tics is that the Christ of Scripture might be made 
more real to poor sinners. And when this hap
pens, when we meet Christ in the Scriptures and 
learn to rrusr and love Him, the Bible ceases to 
be something to speculate about and criticize 
and dissect, it becomes God's Word of comfort 
and truth to us. 

You may be surprised to learn that this well 
worded warning was written by Robert D. Preus, a 
Lutheran preacher and educator of the Missouri 
Synod). 
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EPILOGUE 
We remind you of the words of an old Hymn: 

Speak, 0 Lord, Thy servant heareth, 
To Thy word I now give heed; 
Life and spirit Thy word beareth. 
All Thy word is truth indeed; 
Death's dread power in me is rife; 
Jesus, may Thy word of li fe 
Fill my soul with love's strong fervor, 
That I cling to Thee forever. 
Lord, Thy words are waters living, 
Where I quench my thirsty need, 
Lord, rhy words are bread life-giving, 
On Thy words my soul cloth feed; 
Lord, Thy words shall be my light 
Through death's vale and dreary night; 
Yea, they are my sword prevai ling 
And my cup of joy unfailing, 
Precious Jesus, I beseech Thee: 
May Thy words rake root in me; 
May this gift from heaven enrich me, 
So that I bear fruit for Thee; 
Take them never from my heart 
Till I see Thee as Thou art, 
When in heaven, in bliss and glory, 
I shall see Thee and adore Thee. 

We close with a further quote from the Lutheran 
preacher Robert Preus: 

Something which has always puzzled me is 
that the critics of Scripture often search it and 
master its contents with a zeal which shames us 
who have the highest and noblest view of it. 
Why should this ever be? Perhaps the scholars 
overawe us with their erudition and their some
times difficult to answer criticisms of rhe Scrip
tures. But no scholar ever made a discovery or 
statement that set aside one single Bible verse. 
No, we have nothing to fear from reading Scrip
ture, but everything to gain. Of course, we meet 
with problems. But such difficulties do not shake 
our confidence in the reliability of the Word; 
they only drive us deeper into it. 

So let us build on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, on the authoritative and 
inerrant written Word of God, and let us resolve 
to dig deeper and deeper into this word of eter
nal life which, as Luther said, is like the swad
dling clothes of Jesus; and we will not fail to 
find the Savior lying there. This is the only an
swer to our present dilemma and to every prob
lem facing us. Doing this we will not only be 
strengthened and comforted (a bastion against 
rheological liberalism), but we will surely be
come a great blessing ro our lost and confused 
world which so desperately needs a sure and cer
tain message of a Savior. 

It is sad to see a Lutheran preacher outrunning 
the children of the restoration. 

Thanks for listening. 



What About Blood Transfusions? 
By Albert Gardner 

Several years ago the newspapers carried the 
story that Scott Robert Hackert died after an 
auto accident while a court order was being is

sued for a blood transfusion. They were Jehovah's 
Witnesses, and claimed a blood transfusion would be 
against the law of God, citing, among other verses, 
Acts 15:19-20. "Wherefore my sentence is, that we 
trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles 
are turned to God: but that we write unto them, that 
they abstain from pollutions of idols, and fornica
tion, and from things strangled, and from blood." 

I would no t question the sincerity of Jehovah's 
Witnesses in general or these people in particular. 
One may refuse a blood transfusion for several rea
sons. It could be personal, financial, o r medical, but 
they refused it for religious reasons. 

Circumcision was an issue in the early church, so 
much so, that some said, "Except ye be circumcised 
after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved" (Acts 
15: 1). Paul says, "In Jesus Christ neither circumci
sion availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith 
which worketh by love" (Gal. 5 :6). T hough one 
might accept circumcision for physical reasons, one 
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sins if it is done for religious reasons. 
Eating meats that had been offered to idols will 

not make one better or worse physically (1 Cor. 8:8), 
though it might affect him spiritually. There are dif
ferent reasons why a person might do a thing, but 
when he puts a belief or practice on a religious basis, 
there must be scripture that authorizes it. 

The Bible says nothing about blood transfusions 
and those verses used to support objections are mis
applied. God commanded Jews, "Don't eat blood," 
and gives as the reason "for the life is in the blood" 
(Gen. 9:4; Deut. 12:23; Lev. 17:14). 

Eating blood was connected with idolatry in the 
first century, and it is for this reason the apostles and 
elders wrote not to eat things that had been strangled 
(which was also a pagan practice). 

If a blood transfusion is failing to abstain from 
"pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from 
what is strangled, and from blood," then, of course, 
it is sinful. But how could one ever conclude they are 
the same? 
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(We continue our examination of the book The Crux of the Matter, written by three ACU professors of 
Bible- Doug Foster, Jeff Childers, and jack Reese.) 

Crux of the MaHer, Page Seven 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Inerrancy in the original manuscripts is demanded 
if God is the author of those manuscripts. 
That is axiomatic and needs no more than a 

mere pronouncement. If God did it, it had to be per
fect. 

Every positive must have a negative. If the origi
nal manuscripts were imperfect, then God did not 
author those manuscripts. 

It is just that simple. 
We are dumfounded that professors in Christian 

Universities are the least bit reluctant to say the auto
graphs were inerrant, unless, of course, those teach
ers of our young think the Bible is a human produc
tion under the supervision of an unseen power. In 
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which case, they might talk of plenary, full, complete 
inspiration, but not inerrancy in the original manu
scripts. 

This is not a minor point. It is crucial because it 
has eve rything to do with our attitude toward the ab
solute authority of the Bible. 

If man produced the Bible, then it can be ex
pected to contain errors. Man is fallible. 

If the words in which the Bible was originally 
written were not selected by an irresistible divine su
pervision, then it will have mistakes in it, and no 
mortal can say what is absolutely true and what is a 
human mistake, which might put us in the position 
of editing the sacred volume to suit our purposes. 

Paul argued that the gospel was certified as the 
very word of God Almighty because it came to him 
"by revelation of Jesus Christ" (Ga l. 1: 12). He is ex
plicit in saying that he did not "receive it from man" 
nor was he "taught it" (Gal. 1: 12) The gospel Paul 
preached was "not after man" (Gal. 1: 11). 

Because he preached a God-breathed gospel, 
Paul emphatically taught that to tamper with it was 
to be anathema (Gal. 1:8-9). 

Once again, we implore brethren Reese, Childers, 
and Foster to tell us if the original manuscripts of the 
Bible were inerrant. 

We note that a number of highly respected breth
ren have given unfavorable reviews of The Crux of the 
Matter, including Stafford North, a professor of Bible 
at Oklahoma Christian University. H is Review of the 
Crux is on the Web Page for the university. In case you 
are interested in seeing his entire article, the URL is 
http://www.oc.edu/faculty/stafford.north/crux. 

Brother North deals effectively with the idea 
that "we may be Christians only, but we are not the 
only Christians," which is affirmed in The Crux of 
the Matter. In examining this statement Dr. Stafford 
North says: 

The first part, 'We want to be Christians only,' 
suggests it is berrer to be "a Christian only," only 
a member of the body of Christ and, thus, not 
consider His body to be segmented or divided. 



And I agree with that. 
Yet, the second half of the statement suggests 

that "we," whoever that is, are only one of the 
segments of the body of Christ for there are 
Christians beyond our segment. Thus, the state
ment first denies there should be segments (be 
Christians only) and then affirms that there are 
segments (not the only Christians). A segmented 
body of Christ means a body divided into de
nominations. 

I submit, then, this statement is contradictory 
on its face and is not a proper way to express 
our relationship to Christ. It denies what it af
firms. 

Brother North gives a detailed definition of what 
the Bible teaches about the church, pointing out that 
Acts 2:47 says, "The Lord added unto them [the 
church] daily those who were being saved." He con
cluded that if God adds to the church daily those 
"who were being saved" outside of the church there 
are no saved people, and it is meaningless to say, "We 
are Christians only but not the only Christians." 

North points out that Peter told believers in Jesus 
to repent and be baptized to obtain the remission of 
sins (Acts 2:38). God adds to the church all believers 
who obey these commands. All Christians are in the 
church. They are Christians only and the only Chris
tians. 

He also says that believers are baptized "into 
Christ" (Gal. 3 :26), and that Paul noted that the 
Corinthians "were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body" (1 Cor. 12:13). 

North then points out that The Crux of the Mat
ter denies the foundation principle of restoration, 
claiming that the pioneers who urged a return to the 
Bible and strict conformity to its teaching got their 
views from culture and not from the Bible alone. 
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This is such an important point - and one that ne
gates the basic thesis of the book we are reviewing 
- that I beg leave to give a lengthy quotation from 
brother Stafford North: 

So, we thought we had agreed about how one 
was baptized into the body of the saved. We 
looked past those who had departed from Bible 
teaching and went back to the New Testament 
as the source. Alexander Campbell said he had 
done it this way. But then The Crux throws us a 
curve. It says we cannot escape from following 
those who have spoken in the time between the 
New Testament and us. If they offer an idea that 
turns out to be scriptural, we really got it from 
them and not from Scripture, no matter how 
much we thought we got it directly from the 
Bible. If this were true, only those totally igno
rant of all that has happened between the first 
and twenty-first centuries could get something 
directly from Scripture. So, the less you know 
about church history, the more you can use the 
Bible. That would truly make us captive to our 
time and culture. 

But are we so bound by our culture? Can we 
not escape from our own time and place to go 
back to Scripture? 

Campbell was not bound by his culture. The 
strongest cultural influences on him were those 
of his Presbyterian upbringing, but he left the 
influence of that culture for something else. His 
culture said, for example, to sprinkle babies. If 
culture is so confining, how could he reject it? 

When he had to decide whether to baptize his 
infant daughter, however, he did escape his cul
ture and concluded he would not practice in
fant baptism. He broke with his culture ... be
cause of what he read in Scripture. He could do 
that. 

Also we are not bound by culture because 
there are too many differing, and even conflict
ing cultural influences at any one time. jacques 
Barzun, one of the great observers of cultures in 
our time, said, 'the notion of western culture as 
a solid block having but one meaning is con
trary to fact. The West has been an endless se
ries of opposites - in religion, politics, art, 
morals, and manners' (From Dawn to Deca
dence, xi). 

Of course we are influenced by thoughts in 
our culture. But there are too many diverse ele
ments at one time for culture to control us. We 
can decide what factors from culture will have 
that influence and how much they will have. 
One is not locked in the culture of his/her time. 
As Everett Ferguson said, 'Another danger is 
identifying the Restoration principle with 
Lockean philosophy and Common Sense Real
ism. The Restoration principle is not dependent 
on this, and rejection of this philosophy does 
not entail rejection of restoration., 

Further evidence that we are not bound by 
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our culture comes from the fact that people 
from many different times and cultures have 
come to similar conclusions from Scripture 
about how to be saved. Some had heard of 
church history, others had not. Some had heard 
of John Locke and others had not. Some were in 
Western culture and some were not. With the 
Bible alone as their guide, they all concluded 
that believers should repent and be baptized for 
remission of sins and that if they do so, the Lord 
will add them to the saved - the church .... 

[l]t is possible for people in any age and in any 
culture to study the Scriptures and from them 
learn the way of salvation. The restoration con
cept is valid. God inspired men to write the 
Scriptures and oversaw their preservation so 
people of all cultures and all ages could come to 
the one standard and from it learn how to re
spond ro His grace. God intended the gospel to 
be the seed which, planted in any culture and 
any century, would produce those He could add 
to the saved. So, contrary to the statements of 
The Cmx of the Matter, we can and have gone 
back to Scripture, back to the beginning for the 
basis of our faith. 

So does God still add those who believe in 
jesus, repent of their sins, and are baptized into 
Christ for forgiveness of their sins to the same 
body of the saved He did in New Testament 
times? [If] Yes! We can return to Scripture, obey 
irs teaching and be added to the same body of 
the saved. 

Brother North points out, "If there are 'the saved' 
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there are also 'the lost,"' and asks, "Should those in 
this body (the church) seek to bring others· into it?" 
In discussing this point, North returns to his earlier 
proposition, saying: 

The Crux criticizes what the authors term our 
'exclusivism' (23, 26-28, 124, 133-135, 150, 
232). They say we have been legalistic and judg
mental (27). They urge less isolation from those 
with whom we differ and a recognition that 
there are those in 'other groups' who have 'the 
true Christian identiry of believers' (134). If one 
bel ieves he is in one segment of the body and that 
there are other equally va lid segments of the 
body (the definition of denominationalism), then 
this rejection of 'exclusivism' would be consis
tent. So we shouldn't think of our group of 
Christians as better than other groups of Chris
tians. If, on the other hand, one believes that, 
having obeyed the 'non-negotiable' command to 
be baptized for remission of sins, God has added 
him to the body of Christ, a view placing him in 
only one of many segments of that body is not 
acceptable. Those baptized on Pentecost were 
not added to just one part of the saved, nor does 
God, today, add those properly baptized to just 
one part of the body. 

It is not wrong to think in terms of being 
"within" the church, and all others are being "with
out" that body. Paul did it (1 Cor. 5: 12). Still the 
saved (those within) should not be harsh and incon
siderate in attempting to teach those who are "with
out" the church. 

We are to speak "the truth in love" (Eph. 4: 15). 
Love does not stop speaking truth, but rather de
mands it. Still, truth must always be spoken in a way 
that attracts and does not repel - though it is a fact 
that some are going to be offended by truth no mat
ter how lovingly it is presented (Gal. 4 :16). 
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The Comings of Christ 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

A request has come: "Explain your understand
ing of Matthew 10:23." The verse says: 
"When they pursue you in one city, escape to 

another. Indeed, I assure you, that you will by no 
means have gone through the cities of Israel until the 
Son of man comes." 

On the last day of Jesus' first appearance (for 
some 35 years, B.C. 5 - A.D. 30) two men in white 
clothing" said to the apostles: "This Jesus ... will 
come in the same way that you saw him go into 
heaven" (Acts 1:11). Some 25 verses of the New Tes
tament state that Christ "shall appear a second time" 
(Heb. 9:28). 

Since so much is said about his second appear
ance, still in the future in A.D. 2002, what is the 
meaning of Jesus' words in A.D. 29, that his apostles 
would not have finished a preaching tour "through 
the cities of Israel until the Son of man comes"? 

The explanation is that, though there are only 
two visible appearances of Christ (one for some 35 
years in Palestine, and one to be at the end of the 
world [1 Thess. 4: 16-17; 2 Pet. 3: 7]), there was an 
invisible coming "in his kingdom": "Indeed, I assure 
you, some standing here [in A.D. 29] will not taste 
of death until they see the Son of man coming in his 
kingdom" (Matt. 16:28). 

It was Sunday, May 28, A.D. 30, with Jesus per
sonally in heaven, but present invisibly in Jerusalem, 
when his kingdom was established. He heard the 
Father's coronation words: "Your throne, 0 God, is 
forever and ever. The scepter of righteousness is the 
scepter of your kingdom. . .. Therefore God, even 
your God, anoints you with the oil of gladness above 
your fellows" (Psa. 45:6-7; Heb. 1:8-9). 

Back in A.D. 29 Jesus had already told Peter, "I 
will give to you the keys of the kingdom" (Matt. 
16:19). On that same day (May 28, A.D. 30) that 
Jesus was made "both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36), 
and was made the invisible "King of kings" (1 Tim. 
6:15), Jesus' representative, the apostle Peter, used 
the keys of the kingdom to unlock the doors of the 
church (cf. Matt. 16:18-19) by commanding faith, 
repentance, and baptism (Acts 2:36-38). Obedience 
to those commandments not only made sinners citi-

zens of "the kingdom" Gohn 3:5), but also made 
them members of "the church," of which Jesus is 
"the head" (Titus 1:18). About "3,000 souls" were 
baptized immediately, and "the Lord added to the 
church daily" those being saved (Acts 2:47, KJV; cf. 
Acts 5: 11 to find the word church in all other ver
sions). 

Consequently, all Christians today look back
ward with joy to the invisible coming of Christ in his 
"kingdom" and in his "church" on May 28, A.D. 30, 
and they look forward to Jesus' second visible com
ing when they "meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thess. 
4:17). 
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Welfare 

Marvin Olasky, professor at the University 
of Texas in Austin, dropped out of his aca
demic society for a year to present himself 

as homeless and dependent. His purpose was to dis
cover what it means to be destitute and what it takes 
to cure it. 

He wrote an eye-opener book detailing his expe
rience - and concluded that people are the victims 
of their own misdirection. 

Professor Olasky concluded that the welfare state 
perpetuates itself. Welfare-mothers produce welfare
babies that become welfare-mothers making more 
welfare-babies - and so ad infinitum. 

The cure for poverty is not more poverty. 
Anyway, well-meaning but misguided people 

may suppose that the cure for insufficiency is a hand
out. This is shortsighted and overlooks the fact that 
putting people on the dole does not build character. 

Olasky wrote an article (Mar. 23, 1996) titled, 
His Eyes Have Seen the Folly, containing sobering 
thoughts worthy of consideration. We reprint an ex
cerpt for your evaluation. 

Hugo McCord's Translation 

Ne"" Testa111ent 
and Genesis, Psalms, Proverbs 

Dr. Hugo McCord has been a serious student of the 
Bible from the time he was a young man. By diligent 
study, thorough academic preparation, self-discipline, 
and heart cultivation he has become one of the leading 
and ripest scholars in the nation. His influence as an au
thor, lecturer, preacher, and professor has left his impact 
on the brotherhood. 

The apex of his scholarly contributions Is his transla
tion of the New Testament. Because of his superior lin
guistic ability and commitment to the truth, he has pre
pared a translation that can be accepted with confidence 
by all. Dr. McCord has sought diligently to give an accu
rate translation of the Inspired Word of God In an easily 
understood modem day English. 

E. Claude Gardner 

A 38-page appendix discusses translations, the 
words church, baptism, repent, the phrase Only 
Begotten, God's personal name, and more. 
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This week, as a new season began at the Colo
rado Rockies ballpark in downtown Denver, 
junkies and winos on Larimer Street two blocks 
away were also celebrating the coming of spring. 
They had somehow survived the winter and will 
now once a month be able to celebrate "Christ
mas Day" - the day government checks arrive 
-by going on drinking or injecting sprees with
out concern about freezing to death. 

The government-subsidized homeless shelters 
interspersed among the bars and liquor stores on 
and around Larimer merely enable alcoholics 
and addicts to remain in their state of sin and 
misery. 

But there is a better choice: Step 13, the pri
vately funded creation of Bob Cote, a fifty-year
old, 6-foot-3-inch ex-amateur boxer who lived 
on the streets in 1982 and 1983, drinking a half 
gallon of vodka for lunch. 

Cote became disgusted with what he had be
come; he poured out the contents of his bottle 
and began pouring what he had learned on the 
streets into a program that would challenge 
rather than coddle those who for too long had 
been seen as helpless. 

He worked and gained support to create a 
shelter where residents make their beds, cook 
their own meals, clean up afterwards, attend 
Bible studies, and submit to random urine 
screens and breathalyzer tests. 

Now, after more than a decade of changing 
lives rather than providing small change, the 
step-by-step approach of Step 13 has proven its 
effectiveness. 

Residents who have sobered up start out at 
minimum-wage manual labor. Soon they can 
move on to positions with much higher pay at 
local businesses that trust Cote's judgment. 

Residents are required to have bank accounts 
so they learn how to save; those who are alco
holics must take Antabuse, which produces nau
sea if alcohol is consumed. 

Step 13 is still east of Eden. One of every 
three of the lowest of the low - the hard-core 
drunks, druggies, and drifters who stagger in 
from Larimer Street- comes out of Step 13 
clean and stays that way, able to move on to the 
building of careers and families. Two-thirds 
flunk out. But a recent study by the inspector 
general of the Department of Health and Hu
man Services showed that ninety-nine of 100 al
coholics and addicts who receive government 
benefits fail to recover or get a long-term job. 

The benefit many addicts and alcoholics like 
best is Supplemental Security Income (SSI), 
which Mr. Cote calls 'suicide on the installment 



plan'; he has documented how SSI checks are 
still mailed to homeless individual's standing ac
counts at liquor stores. When disability checks 
are sent to those who daily disable themselves, 
government becomes Dr. Kevorkian on a grand 
scale. Nor is it compassion, Cote says, to 'give a 
street drunk a bed and a meal and some money. 
He knows how to work the system too well. 
You've got to get him out of his addiction.' 

Feeding those who are able to feed themselves 
is calculated to destroy character and kill initia
tive. It is a disservice to the very person we are 
trying to help, but it makes us feel good. 

For even when we were with you, this we 
commanded you, If any will no t work, neither 
let him eat. For we hear of some that walk 
among you disorderly, that work not at all , but 
are busybodies. Now them that are such we 
command and exhort in the Lord j esus Christ, 
that with quietness they work, and eat their own 
bread (2 Thess. 3:1 0-12). 

Olasky reported on a Washington D.C. rescue 

mission run by a man named Marsh Ward, who came 
to the nation's capitol in 1988 with a detox center 
that had no rules ("They're all adults, aren't they?"). 

Eight years later Ward made a dramatic change. 
He began to vigorously enforce rules. One strike 
(drinking, fighting, doing drugs) and you're out, is 
the new rule. He tells the street-people, "Don't think 
of yourself as a victim. When you are clean and so
ber, you can get a job." So, get a job and feed your
self. 

What happened to change Ward's thinking? H e 
answers, "Back in 1988 we believed that if you 
brought people in off the streets and gave them food , 
they'd pull themselves together and get on with their 
lives." 

After a year he realized, "If you treat people that 
way, you're killing them. You are enabling them to 
stay in their disease" (Whirled Views, by Marvin 
Olasky and Joel Belz, p. 137). 
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Gifts from the Heart 
by Mary Allee Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gilts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes 
and observations from life, giving it a very 
practical application. pb 181 pgs ............... $8.00 

God Knew He Needed Her 
by Cleon Lyles 
This book presents a down-to-earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib," a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs. 
........................................ ................ ............ 9.00 

If You Would See Good Days 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Everyone longs for the good days, so our task is 
to learn how to meet this task and challenge - a 
wonderful and gratifying possibility. Our creator 
tells us how. This book deals with these divinely
given principles. Thirteen chapters, a variety of 
needed topics, practical,concise,and easy to 
read. A study of the principles in this book will 
enrich your life. pb 136 pgs . 
.................................................................... 7.95 
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My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
lime for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc· 
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 
non-Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; current issues, 
troublesome issues in the home and church; 
special areas. advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards of wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs .......... 8.95 

No Greater Joy 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspiration one's 
g rowth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to-woman, discussing how to be 
the wile of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs ........ ..... 7.95 

Woman: A Biblical Quest 
by Owen D. Olbrlcht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in 
the home, in the church, and in the community. 
Neither an effort to uphold nor condemn a 
tradition, but rather an effort to discover the 
message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs. 
......... .. ......................................................... 8.00 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 
Shipping- $3.00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Ju ly 2002 25 
Firm Foundation 



Potpourri •.. 

We are indebted to Earl Davis of Chicago for 
continuing to send excerpts from the 
Chicago Times dealing with human foibles. 

These blurbs help us to scrutinize life and iden
tify the "things that are most excellent," and things 
that are rotten. 

Socrates said "the unexamined life is not worth 
living." 

One wiser than Socrates said "examine me, 0 Je
hovah, and prove me; try my heart and my mind" 
(Psa. 26:2). 

Okay - here we go with a few notes on moral
ity. It is up to you to make the application and ask for 
divine inspection. 

\?} Former major-league baseball player Tom 
Paciorek said he was molested repeatedly by a De
troit-area Roman Catholic priest. Paciorek said, 
"They were attacks, and there were at least 100 of 
them (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 23, 2002). 
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JBJ~t~T ! and the Old Testament 

. ·: - I by Alfred J. Hoerth 
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j Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 

IFRFI . and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
A ' >I HOlRI:I surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 

out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo· 
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0·801 0·1129·9 Hardback, 448 pgs. 
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by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0·8010-6267-5 
Hardback, 432 pgs. 

$39.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

$8.50 s&h for both books 
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til I often wonder if my mother had the "choice" 
of abortion, would I be here? She was three months 
from a nursing degree when she found out she was 
pregnant. In 1958 women couldn't be married in 
nursing school, much less pregnant. In those days 
having a choice might have seemed liberating be
cause women had none; today it's trivializing be
cause they have so many" (Linda R. Monk, Chicago 
Tribune, Mar. 28, 2002). 

®Thomas Ventura announced in December his 
intentions to leave the priesthood of the Roman 
Catholic Church because he planned to marry (Chi
cago Tribune, Mar. 29, 2002). 

®When the apostle Paul sailed from Troy in obe
dience to a dream and came to Philippi in 
Macedonia, he did more to change the course of his
tory and the future of Europe than the great battle 
which decided the culture of the Roman Empire on 
the same spot more than ninety years before (Chi
cago Tribune, Mar. 31, 2002). 

®Albert J. Allman begins his article on homo
sexual Roman Catholic priests, "Anyone who has 
worked in or around the Catholic Church for even a 
short period knows that the recent cascade of stories 
about clergy molestation of children is only the tip of 
the iceberg." Allman says that the Catholic Church 
has paid $1.3 billion since 1984 to settle sex abuse 
claims against priests (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 31, 
2002). 

The Firm Foundation has another friend in Chat
tanooga who sent a couple of clippings from the 
Chattanooga Free Press (an award winning publica
tion). It confirms our fears to read what the editor 
said about decadence in America: 

t?Ht wasn't many years ago when you could pick 
up any publication without fear of being assaulted by 
profanity or obscenity. Movies were generally 
wholesome, with crime and immorality never win
ning. Radio broadcasts did not contain "seven dirty 
words. " TV was generally safe entertainment .. . To
day, nearly every book contains terrible language. 
Radio and TV are filled with profanity and immoral 
repetition. Movie makers seem to think it is essential 
to assault audiences with the worst of profane 



words, violence and degradation. Pornography is on 
the Internet. [T]he divorce rate is sickening .... Adul
tery is rampant .... priests take advantage of young 
boys .... Clergymen take part in the National Man/ 
Boy Love Association .... Father-mother homes are 
broken .... Homosexual adoption is promoted .... 
How much will decent people accept in the name of 
tolerance and political correctness (Apr. 22, 2002). 

{?>In the same paper a letter to the editor ended 
with these words, "If there actually is some sort of all 
powerful God out there, and if this God has the 
slightest bit of practical compassion for the human 
animal, he, she, or it should remove the twin 
scourges of Islam and Christianity." 

More Clippings 
~iA dear sister in Muleshoe, Texas, Faye Stratton, 

sends occasional clippings from the Amarillo-Globe 
News. She writes, "I am old and sick, but pray that 
God's will be done. Long live the Firm Foundation 
and God bless you." In her most recent envelope she 
included an announcement by the Central Church of 
Christ in Amarillo that they had "an Easter presenta
tion at its 10:30 a.m. combined worship service." 

Thank you, sister Stratton, and God bless you, 
too. 

By the way, this lady also sent a cleverly written 
piece about how the young "are so much younger 
now than when I was their age." The article contin
ues, "On the other hand, people my own age are 
much older than I ... a classmate has aged so much 
that she didn't even recognize me." 

Preventing Abuse 
<?::Marriage is the only institution that protects 

mothers and children from domestic abuse and vio
lent crime, a new report says. 

STONES & BONES 
By Carl Wieland 

This concise, information-packed booklet explains the 
evolution vs. creation debate in a nutshell. From 
radiometric dating, fossils, DNA, mutations to puzzling 
questions (Where did Cain get his wife?), and much 
more. Ideally suited for home and church studies. High 
school - adult 0-89051-175-6 pb, 48 pgs. 

$2.99 • plus $2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation. 

The report, compiled by the Heritage Founda
tion, concludes that domestic abuse is twice as high 
among women who have never married than among 
those who have. Children of divorced or never-mar
ried mothers are six to 30 times more likely to suffer 
from serious child abuse than children raised by both 
biological parents who are married, the report says. 
The report's findings are based on an analysis of the 
1999 results of the National Crime Victimization 
Survey, which the Justice Department has conducted 
since 1973. 

Highlights of the study: 
• Never-married women experience more do

mestic abuse than those who are married. Among 
those who have been married, the annual rate of do
mestic abuse is 14.7 per 1,000 mothers. For mothers 
who have never been married, it's 32.9 per 1,000. 

• Never-married mothers with children are more 
likely to be victims of violent crime than married 
women who have children. The report shows that 
never-married women suffer 14 7.8 violent crimes 
per 1,000 mothers each year, compared with 52.9 
crimes per 1,000 among married mothers. 

• Children who live with their mother and a boy
friend who is not their father are 33 times more 
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by Frank J. Dunn 
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likely to be abused. The rate of abuse is six times 
higher in step-families, 14 times higher in the single
mother family and 20 times higher in cohabiting-bio
logical parent families. 

A long-term commitment like marriage offers 
more stability in the home than less-committed rela
tionships, the groups say. Their idea is that commit
ment heads off violence, a product of instability. 

Trivializing the Sacred 
OA cutesy outdoor sign in Waxhaw, North Caro

lina reads: 
• God is like coke ... He's the real thing 
• God is like Pan-Am ... He makes the going 

great 
• God is like Bayer aspirin ... He works won

ders 
• God is like Hallmark cards . . . He care 

enough to send the very best 
• God is like Atka-Seltzer ... Try Him. You'll 

like Him 
• God is like Scotch tape ... You can't see Him 

It probably never occurred to the collector of 
these advertising slogans that his attempt at humor 
demotes God and belittles eternal things. If God 
works wonders the same way aspirin does, then he is 
not omnipotent, or if you like God the way you like 
Alka-Seltzer then He is neither loving nor lovable. 
Most attempts are religious humor are sacrilegious, 
which, by definition, is treating holy things without 
respect. 

This brings to mind the words of Alexander 
Pope: 

Silly 

The modest fan was lifted up no more, 
And Virgins smiled at what they blushed before. 
The following license of a foreign reign 
Did all the dregs of bold Socinus drain; 
Then unbelieving priests reformed the nation, 
And taught more pleasant methods of salvation; 
Where Heaven's free subjects might their rights dispute, 
Let God himself should seem too absolute 
And the press groaned with blasphemies. 

$Doctors at Norway's national prison have pre
scribed Viagra to at least two prisoners serving time 
for sex-crimes. One of the prisoners later raped his 
son in the prison visiting area. Medical officials are 
unapologetic (Reason magazine, May 2002). 
Immodest? 

$A macabre, distinctly unfunny thing was on 
display in the Saudi Arabian city of Mecca recently, 
when the country's religious police forced young 

2 8 ~i:in Found;~~~ 

girls fleeing a blazing school building back inside be
cause they were not wearing properly Islamic 
headscarves and black robes. Three members of the 
Commission for the Promotion of Virtue and Pre
vention of Vice were seen "beating young girls to 
prevent them from leaving the school because they 
were not wearing the abaya. Fifteen girls, aged 13 to 
17, died in the fire, ... but they perished in an atmo
sphere of Islamic propriety (National Review, Apr. 8, 
2002). 

Silent Prayer 
®BATON ROUGE, La. - Gov. Mike Foster on 

Thursday signed into law a bill that restores silent 
prayers or meditation to government schools. 

The new law reinstates protections that previ
ously existed in the state but were altered in 1999 
when Louisiana amended its law to include prayer 
spoken aloud. A federal judge later ruled the law un
constitutional. His ruling is under appeal. 

"The Supreme Court opens with a prayer, the 
Congress opens with a prayer ... we have 'In God we 
trust' on all our currency ... yet it is almost totally 
prohibited in the school system," Foster said. "It's 
frustrating." 

State Rep. Tony Perkins, the bill's author, said 
pressure to make it easier for Louisiana students to 
pray in school grew strong last year after the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11. 

"The president was calling on the whole nation 
to come together and pray," Perkins said. But since 
the 1999 prayer law had been struck down, the state 
was "without any statutory guidance." 

Joe Cook, executive director of American Civil 
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Liberties Union of Louisiana, was critical of the bill. 
"Government ought not to be in the business of 

endorsing religion as prohibited by the Supreme 
Court," he said. 

"Remember that slavery and such things as the 
denial of women's right to vote were legal for a long 
time. Some things ought not to be put up for a ma
jority vote" (NewsMax.com Wires, Apr. 19, 2002) . 

Homo Cop 
{?iThe search is underway in the city of Los Ange

les for a new police chief, and a gay officer within 
the LAPD ranks is being mentioned as a top candi
date for the job. 

Los Angeles Police Chief Bernard Parks an
nounced Monday he will resign within the next two 
weeks. The decision comes after the 3 7 -year depart
ment veteran was denied a second term by the city's 
police commission. 

While the L.A. Police Commission will now con
duct a nationwide search for a replacement, one of 
those mentioned to be on the short list is LAPD 
Deputy Chief Dave Kalish, a gay man and 27-year 
veteran, who currently serves as commanding officer 
of operations-West Bureau. 

Timotny Wlwle's. ~:'" ~ Timothy 
~~~: 
~ ~--,, W~ale's 

·* ~ ' Ratnbow 
by Darrell Wiskur 

A simple, rhyming children's book that explains the flood of 
Noah to young children in a format that is true to the Bible 
account and beautifully illustrated in full color. The 
watercolor art style complements the text and tells the 
flood story in a different way than readers are used to 
seeing. Timothy Whale's Rainbow reminds children that 
behind the terrible judgment of the flood, God's love and 
provision made a way of escape for those who loved him. 
It also includes a 4-page glossary in the back with fun 
facts about the ocean, whales, and Noah's Ark. BKWK01 
Hardback 8l7x11' in. 

$11.99 plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

"I certainly will apply," Kalish told the Gay.com/ 
PlanetOut.com Network. "I have made it this far by 
being a good cop. I think there's great opportunity 
for positive change, and of course I would like to be 
able to say I have made a difference," he said. 

Tough Gun Laws 
!?/Germany has some of the toughest gun control 

laws in the world, but that didn't stop two gunmen 
Friday from opening fire in an Erfurt school, killing 
at least 18 and wounding countless others. 

In an eerie echo of the U.S.'s own Columbine 
massacre three years ago, one Erfurt student told the 
Associated Press. "I heard shooting and thought it 
was a joke. But then I saw a teacher dead in the hall
way in front of Room 209 and a gunman in black 
carrying a weapon." 

How could this have happened in a country 
where private gun ownership has been virtually out
lawed ? (NewsMax- Apr. 26, 2002). 

Sale Rooms for the Rich 
{?i For anywhere from $25,000 to a couple of mil

lion dollars you can have your very own safe room 
strong enough to withstand an attack by a small 
rocke t or a big storm. 

The rooms can be bare, safe-l ike structures de
signed for one person, or large, living room-sized 
shelters lavishly equipped with all sorts of amenities, 
depending on how much you want to spend. 

e II peor,les · 
I Tcf .la Qid 

1estament 

I World 

Peoples 
of the 
Old Testament 
World 

Aldred J. Hoerth, Gerald I. Mattingly, 
Edwin M. Yamauchi, eds 

Detailed historical and archaeological essays interpret 
the Sumerians, Babylonians, Assyrians, Persians, Hittites, 
Canaanites, Amorites, Phoenicians, Arameans, Philis
tines, Egyptians, Ammonites, Moabites and Edomites. 
0-8010-2196-0 pb. 400 pgs. 

$24.99 · $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1 -888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Built of concrete and steel, some come with 
wired· and wireless communication systems, a variety 
of alarms and even closed circuit TV monitors which 
scan the areas outside the rooms, according to the 
International Herald Tribune. 

Because of their cost, only the very rich are likely 
to buy safe rooms. And safe rooms are anything but 
status symbols. Owners don't brag about them or 
show them to their friends - for security reasons, 
having one is a very hush-hush matter. "Thus, a ca
sual guest, or even a good friend, would probably 
never know that behind that built-in bookcase or 
bedroom mirror lies a bulletproof cell" (NewsMax, 
Apr. 26, 2002). 

The "safe room," parenthetically, does not pro
tect from the grim reaper, for "it is appointed unto 
man once to die" and it does not protect from the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone in which all 

![reed-!J{arcfemanLectures 1980 

Eternal Truths 
This book contains articles by such notable men as George 
Bailey, V. P. Black, Franklin Camp, Clarence Dailey, Bill Flatt, 
Roy Hearn, G. P. Holt, Cleon Lyles, Hugo McCord, Jim Bill 
Mclnteer, Billy Smith, John Stevens, and Clyde Woods. There 
are more than 30 additional authors (all of whom gave their 
best effort to the writing of the manuscripts in this excellent 
book). There are 46 lessons. The research is superb. The 
product is enduring. 1980 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Jesus is Lord 
Lessons for Life 
The Bible and Mental Health 
Christian Evidences 
Wisdom of God- an Eternal Truth 
The Greatest of These is Love 
Faith Is the Victory 
The Naturt3" of the Church 
Sunshine in My Soul 
The Lord's Supper 
The Christian and Suffering 
Our Greatest Gift 
The Occult 
Astrology 
The New Testament Plea 
Why I Am a Member of the Church of Christ 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $3.50 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(800} 572-3619 • Jprophet@quik.com 

will be cast who do not have their names written in 
the book of life. The only "safe room" is at the foot 
of the cross. It is nice to be rich, but silver and gold 
cannot buy a home in heaven. 

Refuge 
You who seek serenity in the wide 
tempestuous sea of the world, cease 
and abandon all hope of ever finding peace, 
except in Jesus Christ, God Crucified. 
If wealth absorbs your thoughts and preoccupies 
Your nights, God is the greatest treasure of all; 
And if you're looking for beauty, always recall 
That God alone is the Beauty that satisfies. 
If you seek delights to set your heart on fire, 
remember that God's the sweetest of all, Who rewards 
His followers with victory at last; 
If honor and glory are what you most desire, 
no greater honor or glory has ever surpassed 
humbly serving the highest Lord of Lords 

Luis de Camoes (1524-1580) 

Paper 
OThe Rainforest Action Network begged for 

money to help finance the extra cost of using "tree
free paper." A fiber analysis showed the "tree-free 
paper" to be virtually all wood pulp, the Washington 
Times reported. The paper was made from maple 
and beech trees, with only a trace of cotton. 

Free Is Expensive 
0 Miss Cleo claims to be a renowned shaman 

from Jamaica and able to tell your fortune by the use 
of Tarot cards. She offers a free psychic reading, but 
when you call a toll-free number, you are directed to 
a 900 number that costs $4.99 per minute. The aver
age call costs more than $60.00, according to the As
sociated Press. Miss Cleo is being sued by the State 
of Florida for cheating and misrepresentation. 

PC USA 

0 The Presbyterian Church (USA) has a rule book 
(called The Book of Order) that says ordained leaders 
must "live either in fidelity within the covenant of 
marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in 
singleness." An attempt to remove this language was 
overwhelmingly defeated by 173 presbyteries around 
the country. Yet, amazingly, the denomination's high
est judiciary ruled that congregations could conduct 
blessings of same-sex unions, so long as they are not 
called marriages. Homosexual advocates ask why, if 
people are living in a morally acceptable and blessed 
relationship, should they be unqualified for ordained 
leadership. 

Good question. 



Firemen Again 
\~iYou may remember how the city of Providence, 

R.I., forced firemen to participate in a homosexual 
parade. A representative of a homosexual advocacy 
group, Human Rights Campaign, attempted to justify 
the city when the firemen protested having to take 
part in something they found repugnant. The excuse 
to force the firemen to continue taking part in the 
parade was "community outreach - to reassure resi
dents that the fire department would serve everyone" 
... as if fire fighters are somehow able to screen 9 11 
calls and refuse to extinguish fires in establishments 
owned and operated by homosexuals. 

Good grief! 

TN IV 
\~:·Zondervan, exclusive publisher of the New In

ternational Version, is coming out with a "gender in
clusive" edition ca lled, Today's New International 
Version (TNIV). There is a storm of p rotest from 
"evangel ical Christians," because they believe in the 
plenary, verbal inspiration of the Bible. If the original 
manuscripts were verbally inspired, they were iner
rant, and the original text should be faithfully repro
duced in translations. Anyway, the new translation 
sounds silly, and all because it panders to people who 
are too sensitive for decent company. 

Higher Education? 
{?iGeorgetown, a uni versity " in the Jesuit tradi

tion," offers a course o n terrorism. The course de
scription says "This course is not about passing 
moral judgments on terrorism and terrorists .... 

The 
Collapse 
of 
Evolution 
by Scott M. Huse, Ph.D. 

The author goes to geology, physics, mathematics, biology, 
and anthropology in order to establish the scientific validity of 
creation and the flood. Dr. Huse critiques commonly cited 
"proofs" of evolution. Well written and easy to read, the third 
edition includes numerous revisions, plus two new chapters 
on astronomy and archaeology. 0-8010-5774-4 pb, 224 pgs. 

$14.99 • $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 

How and why do good people get involved in ter
rible acts?" 

The phrase "terrible acts" does seem to get close 
to a moral judgment. 

Switch 
!?i Homosexuals can change and be normal, ac

cording to the National Association for Research and 
Therapy of Homosexuality. Contrary to the official 
positions of the American Psychological Association 
and the American Psychiatric Association, NARTH 
believes that homosexuality is abnormal, pathologi
cal, and treatable, according to its president, Dr. Jo
seph Nicolosi. 

Nicolosi, who specializes in treating homosexual 
men, said that "homosexuality has a psychological, 
not a genetic, basis." T he NARTH web site is worth 
visiting - http ://www. narth.com - which is em
phatic in saying there is not such thing as a homo
sexual gene. NARTH says that among scientists the 
idea that people are born homosexual is losing 
ground. 

Follow-up 
{~iThe United States Supreme Court - the high

est court in our land - supports "Good" child por
nography. The court ruled that virtual child pornog
raphy is legal - or, at least, it is not illegal. The Su
preme Court Justices that voted to allow virtual child 
pornography are Anthony Kennedy, J .P. Stevens, 
David Souter, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Stephen 
Breyer. These five members of the nine member 
court held that Americans have a constitutional right 
to produce and distribute material that purports to 
be explicit images of a child having sex with adults as 
long as the purported child is really at least 18 years 
old, or the image shows the body of an 18 years old 
superimposed with the face of a younger child (Hu
man Events, Apr. 22, 2002). 

Pornography Bill 
{~>WASHINGTON - Atto rney General John 

Ashcroft and H ouse members began their fight today 
for legislation to bypass a Supreme Court decision 
that struck down a ban of computer simulations of 
child pornography. 

"In this thriving market for child pornography, 
the Supreme Court's legalization of computer-gener
ated child pornography has created a dangerous win
dow of opportunity for child abusers to escape pros
ecution," Ashcroft said. 

The proposed measure "restores the ability of 
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the law enforcement to protect children from abuse 
and exploitation consistent with the Constitution," 
said Ashcroft. He announced the legislative push at a 
news conference at the Justice Department. 

The Supreme Court on April 16 struck down 
part of a 1996 law intended primarily to stop por
nography produced through computer wizardry that 
was not available when the court placed child por
nography outside First Amendment protection in 
1982. 

Child pornography is not just an aberrant form 
of free expression, it is a criminal tool used to seduce 
and manipulate child victims," said Ernest Allen of 
the National Center for Missing and Exploited Chil
dren. 

"[P]ornographers are using computer technology 
to change their faces of real children and then claim
ing they are virtual creations to make themselves im
mune," he said. 

The new legislation would prohibit the produc
tion, distribution and possession of any visual depic
tion, real or virtual, of prepubescent children en
gaged in sexually explicit conduct, supporters said. 

Rep. Mark Foley, Fla., said, "Pedophiles do not 
have a First Amendment right to gawk over ex
ploited children, real or virtual" (The Associated 
Press, May 1, 2002). 

Dispensational 
Prem.illennialism 
Refuted, Again 
(an expose of pretrlbulatlon dogma) by Bruce Curd 

A very careful, sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of troublesome 
questions answered. - 180 pgs. • paperback 

.... $9.00 
plus $3.00 s/h per copy 

m,,minating the Light 
(and other sermons) by Bruce Curd 

Many subjects never before seen in print. Some are 
controversial, hortatory, doctrinal, devotionai.Sample 
topics: "Can One Stop Believing and Yet Be Saved?n; 
"Dumping Bible Baptism for an Imaginary Baptismn; "Will 
the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?n; 
many more. - 276 pgs. • paperback 

.... $9.00 
plus $3.00 s/h per copy 

$4.00 s/h If ordering both l;fooks 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 • (888) 367-6216 

lun? 
0 Members of a Wake Forest University frater

nity were charged with animal cruelty and abandon
ment after a drunk, dehydrated and sunburned pig 
was found unconscious in a park. 

County officials said the fraternity members 
rented a picnic shelter at Tanglewood Park for a 
party thrown April 20 by newly initiated members in 
honor of more senior fraternity members. 

Animal-control officers were called the next 
morning after the nearly 200-pound pig was found 
in the woods by a couple walking their dog. The pig 
was missing its tail and was unable to stand. Park of
ficials said the animal was drunk. 

"It reeked of alcohol," said Barbara Cassidy, the 
director of Forsyth County Animal Control. "That 
pig could have easily died. I don't understand how 
someone could think it would be fun to abuse an ani
mallike that." 

Incidentally, does anyone remember when young 
men and women went to college to become educated 
and sophisticated? 

Good 
$According to Yahoo News, President George 

W. Bush is one of the most overtly religious presi
dents of recent times. He opens cabinet meetings 
with a prayer and often prays in the Oval office. 

Making Merchandise 
0 LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Reed Slatkin, the 

investment advisor who provided start-up funds for 
Internet service provider EarthLink Inc., pleaded 
guilty on Monday to 15 charges of fraud and con
spiracy for bilking almost 800 clients out of nearly 
$600 million. 

Slatkin, 53, entered his plea before U.S. District 
1 udge Margaret Morrow under the terms of a plea 
deal announced by the U.S. Attorney's Office on 
March 27. 

A former bishop in the Church of Scientology 
who was excommunicated from the church earlier 
this year, Slatkin faces a maximum of 1 OS years in 
prison stemming from five counts of mail fraud, 
three counts of wire fraud, six counts of money laun
dering and one count of conspiracy. 

We're Not Kidding 
0 The combined circulation of the Firm Founda

tion and the Readers Digest is in the millions, but you 
would be surprised how many people have never 
heard of the Firm Foundation. If you would like to 



help correct this imbalance, please send the names 
and addresses of people you think are likely subscrib
ers to the Firm Foundation, and we will send them a 
free copy of this marvelous paper indicating that you 
recommended them. 

Worth Repeating 
0 ~~I decline utterly to be impartial as between the 

fire brigade and the fire., - Winston Churchill 
What, then, do we mean when we call someone 

"judgmental"? Usually we are condemning someone 
who dares to express moral or ethical values of any 
sort. Usually we are berating someone for being 
"old-fashioned" enough to distinguish between 
people for any reason whatever. 

In fact, it is the "non-judgmental" who often 
judge others most harshly. It is the "tolerant" who 
often show the greatest intolerance for those who 
disagree with them. And it is the self-proclaimed 
"humanitarians" who "love all people," but who 
stand by idly in smug neutrality while the most inhu
man acts are committed. 

We have, in effect, thrown out the rulebook. So 
we believe we have no cause to complain, no matter 
how gross or cruel someone's behavior may be. Mter 
all, "Who are we to judge?" Who, indeed, when we 
have thrown away any basis on which to judge. 

And if by chance we do complain, to whom can 
we direct our complaint? In addition to throwing out 
the rulebook, we have turned our backs on the Ref
eree. We have abandoned all basis for judgment and 
ignored the Judge. No wonder we condemn those 
who are "judgmental" - they show us up for what 
we are (David C. Stolinsky, May 1, 2002. Dr. 
Stolinsky is retired after 25 years of teaching in medi
cal school. He writes from Los Angeles on political 
and social issues.) 

Scandal 
®Catholic Monsignor Eugene Clark told 

congregants at New York's St. Patrick's Cathedral 
that the Catholic Church sex abuse scandal could be 
largely traced not to an epidemic of pedophilia in the 
priesthood, but instead to an unacceptably high 
number of priests who are gay, a condition he de
scribed as a "disorder." 

"[A]lmost all of the sex scandals are coming from 
a limited number of homosexually-oriented priests, 
who are pursuing teenage boys. Therefore, a small 
segment of the clerical population is producing 
nearly all of the problems." 

"For years, the conventional wisdom of the left 

has held that a man with a homosexual orientation 
living a celibate lifestyle is no different from a het
erosexual man doing the same." 

"The facts dictate otherwise. A man with a ho
mosexual orientation clearly poses a greater risk." 

"[T]he media can no longer continue to attack 
both the Boy Scouts and the Catholic Church. If ho
mosexual men cannot be trusted with Altar Boys, 
then they cannot be trusted with Boy Scouts." 

"[T[he media ... will attack any institution that 
attempts to instill values in young people" 
(NewsMax.com, May 1, 2002). 

Rosie's Going to Be a ••• Dad? 
ORosie O'Donnell's girl friend is pregnant, and 

the way-out-of-the-closet lesbian talk show host(ess) 
is bursting with fatherly pride. 

According to the New York Post, US Magazine re
vealed that the 40-year-old O'Donnell and her lover, 
Kelli Carpenter visited a New York gynecologist of
fice where O'Donnell announced to the women in 
the waiting room "My girlfriend is here - she's 
pregnant." 

The name of the real father has not been dis
closed. 

Carpenter, a native of Baton Rouge, La., is a 
graduate of Southern Methodist University and has a 
degree in business. She worked at Nickelodeon, 
where she met O'Donnell's brother, Daniel 
O'Donnell, who introduced her to Rosie in 1998. 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience - James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

question: Is Jesus Christ mediating today? 

Answer: This is an interesting question. My first 
impulse was to say, "Yes, of course. Moses was 

the mediator of the Old Covenant; Christ is media
tor of the New; we are still under the New; so he is 
still our mediator." 

On further study, I think I understand why the 
question is asked. The Bible says, "For there is one 
God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a 
ransom for all" (1 Tim. 2:5 -6). 

This text, and some of the others speaking of 
Christ as mediator, seem to define his mediating work 
as his giving himself as a ransom, as related to his 
death, which is a once for all event (Heb. 10:10-14). 

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 
- Proven Successful-

357 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence course 

-Very Economical
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by Mail: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 

The program. completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers. 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 

Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • April 1999 

For free details contact 
Lloyd Ellison 

P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 
cmail:lloydcll@lbns.nct 
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We often think, however, of Christ's mediating as 
including intervening on our behalf before the Father. 
Thought of that way, it is a continuing activity. He 
always lives to make intercession for us (He b. 7 :25). 

Meaning of the Word 
A mediator is a go-between. We hear the term in la
bor, business and political disputes. 

When labor and management are at an impasse, 
a mediator may be called in. Each side will present its 
case, the mediator will decide, and by prearranged 
agreement, his decision is to be accepted and imple
mented by both sides. 

The mediator not only has to be fair, but must 
also have every appearance of being fair. He must be 
impartial either by having no relationship with either 
side or by being equally related to both sides. 

Only Jesus Christ, "equal with God" Uohn 5:18; 
Phil. 2:6), yet "the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5) 
"born of woman" (Gal. 4:4), is uniquely fitted to me
diate between God and man. 

Biblical Use of the Word 
The Greek word translated " mediator" (me-si-tes) is 
used six times in the New Testament. Besides the 1 
Timothy passage declaring that Jesus is the "one me
diator," the word only occurs two times in one con
text in Galatians, and three times in the book of He
brews. 

The Galatians usage refers to Moses as mediator 
of the Old covenant and reminds us that there must 
be two parties for a mediator to be needed between 
them (Gal. 3:19-20). 

The Hebrews passages refer to Christ as media
tor and are as follows: "But now he has obtained a 
more excellent ministry, inasmuch as he is also me
diator of a better covenant, which has been estab
lished on better promises" (Heb. 8:6). 

"For this reason, he is the mediator of the new 
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of 
the transgressions under the first covenant, that 
those who are called may receive the promise of eter
nal inheritance" (Heb. 9:15). 



"But you have come ... to jesus the mediator of 
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that 
speaks better things than that of Abel" (Heb. 12:22, 
24). 

Two out of three of these usages also connect 
Jesus' mediation to the death or blood of jesus. 

Intercessor 
While there is only one mediator, there may be many 
intercessors. Christ makes intercession for us (Rom. 
8:34 ). But Christians are commanded to make inter
cession for one another and for all men (1 Tim. 2:1-
2). In that sense, any time we pray for one another 
we intercede on one another's behalf. 

That is a work that Jesus continues to do for us, 
as our high priest, seated at God's right hand, con
tinually pleading our case: "I died for him. He trusts 
in me. See how his life reflects his trust, even though 
he sins. Forgive him, for my sake, Father." 

[We must be careful here not to draw false con
clusions from this figure. While Christ pleads our 
case before God, it is not before a Father reluctant to 
forgive. God is merciful and gracious (Psa. 103:8). 
He demonstrated his love for us by the gift of his Son 
(1 John 4:9; john 3:16). He is not willing for any to 
perish (2 Pet. 3:9) but desires all men to be saved (2 
Tim. 2:2}.] 

We plead for forgiveness for ourselves (Matt. 
6:12). We repent, confess and pray when we realize 
we have sinned (Acts 8:22), and we pray God's 
mercy for each other, as Simon asked Peter to do for 
him (Acts 8:24) and as Moses did for Israel ("But 
now, if thou wilt forgive their sin - and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of the book of thy remem
brance," [Exod. 32:32]). 

We do this, I trust, unfailingly in our private 
prayers for our loved ones and brothers and sisters in 
Christ, as well as in public prayers as we participate 
in public worship. 

Christ, Our Mediating Intercessor 
While Christ mediated for us on the cross once, with 
his death, his continued work as intercessor is based 
on that sacrifice. His intercession at the throne of 
God as God, yet as one who knows our infirmities 
and temptations by having experienced them (Heb. 
2:17-18; 4:14-15), is of far greater efficacy than any 
other intercession would be without his in place. 

So the question is, finally, a semantic question. 
That means its answer is determined by the defini
tion of words used in the question. 

Is Jesus Christ mediating today? What do you 

mean by mediating? He is not dying again and again. 
He did that once. But, based on that death and his 
unique position as both God and man, he continues 
to intercede for us, as a go-between, as no one else 
could do. 

Mediator 
No one word or figure fully does justice to the work 
of Christ on our behalf. As mediator we see him as 
an impartial arbitrator between God and man. 

How great to have such a mediator, when the 
distance between God and us is otherwise so great. 

Advocate 
The figure of mediator alone, however, does not ad
equately describe what Jesus does on our behalf. 

"My little children, these things I write to you, so 
that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 

Revelation - class books 

Revelation: Certain VIctory In Jesus 
by Lewis G. Hale 
Introductory comments on each chapter, followed by 
questions. Suggestions of possible interpretations and 
their significance for us are included. 
BCLG01 47 pgs .................................................... $1.95 

A Comprehensive Study of The Revelation 
by Elam B. Kuykendall 
Students study the Bible for the answers to the 
workbook questions. Number of questions on each 
chapter are based on chapter content, no filler 
questions. Variety of types of questions: completion, 
true/false, matching, vocabulary builders help with 
difficult words. Test sheets throughout book. Compre
hensive test at the end of each book. BCUY01 •.. $2.75 

Revelation by Paul Sain 
Revelation consists of 7 parallel sections, each 
spanning the Christian age from a different perspective. 
The 7 sections can be grouped into 2 major divisions: 
Ch. 1·11, The church persecuted by the world; Ch. 12· 
22, Behind the scenes of the persecution to see Satan 
at work: beast of sea (government persecution, ch. 13), 
beast of earth (false teaching, ch. 13), great harlot 
(worldliness, ch. 17). A lengthy introduction of the book 
and additional sources for information included. Rather 
than a directed study of each chapter, a proposed 
lesson plan is given for a 13-week study. 
BCAS55 20 pgs ...•••••.••.••.••..•........••.•••••...•.......••... $3.60 

Revelation by James Meadows 
This guide for an adult Bible class contains a lengthy 
introduction with statements from sources acknowl
edged in the bibliography to the Introduction. Each of 
the 26 lessons has a number of general questions. The 
format of this workbook is designed to provoke more 
study on the part of the teacher and students. 
BCAK26 61 pgs .................................................... $5.50 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 
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advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" 
(1 John 2: 1). 

An "advocate" (from para-kletos, "one who 
stands along side of") is a defense lawyer who pleads 
our case from our standpoint. 

A mediator, strictly speaking, is impartial, decid
ing on the basis of the facts. An advocate is on our 
side. Jesus Christ, our God-man mediator between 
God and man steps over to our side and becomes our 
advocate. 

Propitiation 
Sadly, however, as sinners before a holy and righ
teous God, neither a mediator nor an advocate, as 
those terms are usually defined, is enough to meet 
our need. 

"He himself is the propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only but also for the whole world" (1 
John 2:2). 

Propitiation is a substitutionary sacrifice. God set 
Jesus Christ forth as propitiation through his blood, 
so that God could be just and at the same time justify 
sinners who believe in Jesus (Rom. 3:21-26). 

A just God is fair. He judges impartially on the 
basis of the facts. In our case, however, the facts 
show we are guilty, because we have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God. 

A just God cannot justify a sinner until death, the 
price of sin (Rom. 6:23), has been exacted. 

So Jesus our mediator not only becomes our ad
vocate, but, seeing that even that is not enough, he 
steps over and takes our place. "God made him, who 
knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5 :21). 

Simple, trusting, obedient faith brings him to our 
side as mediator, advocate and propitiation. As such, 
he works continuously on our behalf, as we walk 
continually. in the light with him. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Vuion of the Ages 
or Leetares on the Apoealwse 
A complete view of the book of Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 

hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Revelation 
.More Than Conquerors 
by William Hendriksen 

A classic interpretation on Revelation. Solid scholar
ship, simplicity, and understandable common sense are 
combined, making this commentary useful to preach
ers, teachers, and students. 
0-8010-5792-2 pb, 224 pgs ............................ $14.99 

$4.00s&h 

Revelation of John by William Barclay 
Barclay, an outstanding scholar, died in 1978. He was a 
popular Scottish interpreter of the NT, and a professor of 
Divinity and Biblical Criticism at Glasgow University, and 
a master in the teaching art. His Revelation studies fea
ture the meaning of the words in Hellenistic Greek (the 
language in which the New Testament was written) and 
are filled with usuable information. 

Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 pb ....................... $12.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-24116-6 pb ......................... 12.95 

$4.00 s&h/2 vol. 

Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 hb .......................... 29.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-21316-2 hb ......................... 29.95 

$4.50 s&h/2 vol. 

Revelation Through First-Century Glasses 
by W. B. West Jr. 

An easy-to-read devotional commentary on Revelation 
with the thorough, biblical scholarship associated with 
West, former dean of Harding Graduate School of 
Religion. CMWE01 pb, 158 pgs . ....................... $9.99 

$3.50s&h 

Revelation by Burton Coffman 
An easy-to-read commentary, researched in depth, 
drawing from numerous other works. Based on the ASV 
(1901) CMAN12 (Vol. XII) hb 551 pgs, ........... $20.00 

Commentary on Revelation 
by Howard Winters 

$5.00s&h 

The author sees "Revelation as designed to encourage 
Christians ••• in their fight against evil; ••• the symbols 
signifying the constant battle between right and wrong. 
... The theme Is stated in 17:14, "These shall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome: 
CMKU03 pb, 257 pgs . ....................................... $9.95 

$4.00s&h 

The ApoeaJntsel A Revelation 
of Jesus Christ by Donald R. Taylor, Ph.D. 

A helpful Introduction, useful outline of the Apocalypse 
dispersed throughout the text, insightful discussions of 
relevant OT prophesies; clear Interpretation of symbols, 
the 144,000, the Beast, the False Prophet, the Mark of 
the Beast, 666, Babylon the Great, Armageddon; sym
bols such as horns, beads, tails, stars, horses,trumpets, 
bowls, scorpions, and others Interpreted; the historical 
circumstances of the Apocalypse established; Greek 
words written in English characters; questions at end of 
chapters. 0-965-Q5970-7 hb 304 pgs . ............... $16.95 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 

$4.50 s&h 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Farmington_ Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 10 10 5 6 w d • • • • • , :4 a.m., p.m., e . 7 p.m. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave:; 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
- California - Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., 

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Tennessee-
_ Colorado _ Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 

501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

AI d h h f 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 

Aurora (Denver)- East arne a C urc o Cochran, preacher. 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

s hsR47 32025 S 9 10 6 
W d 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

out , ' un. ' a.m., p.m., e ' jimmie B. Hill, minister. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, -Texas-
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
320-9780 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

--~~~-----------------------

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m .• ~i~?~ll Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller! ~~~~gelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. (210) 496-1346 ..... 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (214) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1/2 mi. east of 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Catholic Debate 
Darrell Conley 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs • Jerry Moffitt 

3 video tapes • $44.95 
(s&h included in price) 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Carit19 & Sliarif19 
Ne1vsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

. (800) 288-2044 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 
A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(ctJiorgcd edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'1•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $1.25 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
$3.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Call for information on Bibles. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, {authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse·by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary. one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycslcrday and Today 

by Uurfon Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us to
day. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Ea1·ly Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
Th is is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Godhead 
A study of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit 

edited by B. J. Clarke 

Can we know that there is a God in 
heaven? And if we can, what is he like? 
It is to these two basic questions that 
this book is directed. One chapter is de
voted to proving the existence of God, 
while the balance of the book is de
signed to investigate the attributes of 
the Godhead. 616 pages • Hardback 

$15.00 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

El· 
Mrs. l rven Lee 

Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's First People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
alter each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, farge print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$11.95 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 

Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain ex
cellent material that is accurate and impor
tant, but may include some things that are 
not true to the scriptures. This would be the 
case with resource books, like those written 
by Albert Barnes, Adam Clark, and Mat
thew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for instance, is a 
good source on the meaning of use of 
Greek terms, but when he makes comment, 
he is not always reliable. Still, there is much 
to be gained by discreet use of his writings. 
This is also true of study books written by 
qualified people with academic, scientific, 
and religious backgrounds, but who do not 
understand some basic Bible doctrine. We 
know that our readers receive "the word 
with all readiness of the mind," and exam
ine "the Scriptures daily, whether these 
things were so," whoever the author may 
be. Paul commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month This section is designed to accommodate 

preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Othe r church-related matter is ac

cepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence to Firm Foundation, Ad 

Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jpraphet@quik.com. All ads, classified, d irec

tory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of publication. All ads 

must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for the following 

month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Minister needed for a vibranr, growing, close 
congregation of 200 members. The Lord has blessed 
our congregation with approximately 50 new 
members in the past ye ar through personal 
evangelism, natural community growth, and a "We 
Care" evangelism campaign. In o ur service to God, 
we are striving for conrinued growth in the Santa 
Clarita Valley that will require us to go to a second 
Sunday morning service and to expand our vision 
in this community and abroad. Contact Search 
Committee, North Oaks Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 1 I26, Canyon Country, CA 91351. (661) 252-
2298. 

Preacher wanted -The Church of Christ on Alta 
Mesa Drive in Redding, CA is looking for a fu ll
time Minister/Evangelist who is biblically sound, a 
fami ly man, enthusiastic about seeking the lost, 
willing to work under the direction of an Eldership 
and, preferably, with a degree in Bible Studies 
and/or M inistry. Redding is located in beautiful 
northern Californ ia along the Sacramento River 
and is su rrounded by mountains, forests and lakes. 
Our congregation of nearly 200 is especially 
interested in building up our young fami lies. We 
offer a competitive salary and benefits. If interested, 
please contact Walt Evans (530) 22 I -2079 or Bill 
Hunter (530) 243-3837, or Alta M esa Church o f 
Christ, 3504 Alta Mesa Drive, Redding, CA 96002. 

The 15th & Crawford Church of Christ in Fort 
Scott, KS is seeki ng a fu ll-time minister. The salary 
is $27,200.00 yearly, plus a 3 bedroo m home. If 

, __ 
UlbleSlory 

Book , 
Egermeier's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation . Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the s to ries, o lder ones love 
to read the m. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories, and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.00 
Texas rasidants add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

you would like to help sp read God's word in this 
community of 8500 people please send resume to, 
Norman Nation, I 80 I S. Margrave, Fort Scott, KS 
66701 or e-mail at normnation@hotmail.com 

Alaska is a land o f opportunity with many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage church of Christ, 
a loving, active bod y of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who shepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involveme nt 
ministries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 
seck a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven to serve. H e 
should be able to work closely with elders, deacons 
and members to harmon iously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, teaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. If interested, please send a resume, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes ro, 
Search Committee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Decker at cragd@thgcpa.com 

Church in H eidenheimer, TX seeking full-time 
minister, conservative. Average attendance 80. Send 
resume to J.C. Scott, 2605 W. Ave. P, Temple, TX 
76504, or call (254) 778-1794. 

The Church o f Chri s t in Needvi ll e, PA, 
congregation 30-35, NW PA, is looking for a gospel 
preacher to work with us. We supp ly parrial 
support, re mainder of income must come from 
other sources. Ideal for retired preacher wanting 
to supplement retirement. Excellen t group of 
Christians to work with. Fo r more information 
please contact Doug Bullington, (8 14) 734-3838 
or 5 163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, PA 164 12. 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is loo king fo r a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 mi les north of metro Atlanta. 
If interested, pl ease send resu me to search 
Committee, c/o Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 683, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister needed: T he Church of Christ in 
Juneau, Alaska, is seeking a man to serve as full 
time minister. We are looking for a man who 
believes in Bible-based preaching, is able to work 
with all age groups to encourage Christian service 
and assist w ith evangelizing our community. H e 
must be experienced, doctrinally sound, evangel istic 
and married. Duties will include pulpit preaching, 
outreach, teachi ng and his own administrative 
work. T he Juneau congregatio n has four elders 
and about 100 in attendance each Sunday morning. 

Respond by sending a resume, including references 
from past preach ing positions, educationa l 
transcripts, audio or video tapes of two recent 
pulpit sermons and one adult class to the attention 
of the elders at the Juneau Church of Christ, 8755 
Trinity Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in S E Oklaho ma. Eldersh ip, deacons, Youth 
Ministe r in place. Send resume and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Wanted: Full-time, sound, conservative minister. 
A congregation of 60 (av.) weekly attendance. 
Inquiries should include resume, current picture, 
and audio or video tape. Send inquiries to Fairfield 
Ch urch of Christ, 201 Airporr Rd., Fairfield, IL 
62837. Ralph Ulm (618) 842-2506. 

Full-time, experienced preacher wanted for small 
(25 +) congregation in Louisville, M iss. Provid ing 
parti al support would be help ful. Will consider 
those interested in part-ti me work. Please send 
resume to P. O. Box 4 27, Louisville, MS 39339; or 
call (601) 677-3878 or (662) 773-5820. 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Parrial support. (817) 373-2277. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 G ibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy rel igious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Free: T heater-type seating (wood). We would like 
to give away seating for about 150 (all or part). 
Interested parties contact: Ricky Spacek, Church 
of Christ, 4 24 Chambers St., Giddings, TX 78942 
or (979) 542-2827. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 M emorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

T rain to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St ., Denver, CO 80227. (8 00) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Corresponden ce Course. 
Comprehensive, 8- lesson course. Publ ished by 
Lamberr book House. Call 1-800-55 1·8511 fo r 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 
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Worship 
ByJ. Shannon (Shan) Jackson 

Words draw mental pictures. If someone 
says, "dog" a canine comes to mind. Or if 
some other word is spoken (house, tree, 

apple) all bring a mental picture to mind. 
Even abstract words draw mental pictures. For 

instance, if I say the word worship a mental picture 
enters the mind. And, depending on religious up
bringing, or current understanding, we have a men
tal picture of what it means to worship. 

My visualization of the word is a preacher fer
vently teaching an audience with Bibles open in their 
laps. I visualize a somber tone, as the Lord's Supper is 
partaken, and happier tones when the songs are sung. 
We all have some kind of mental picture of what it 
means to worsh ip. Depending on background, when 
you think of worship you may think of classical sa
cred music, ritualistic liturgy, robed clergy, etc. 

Maybe you were raised in a charismatic setting 
and you envision a scene of hands raised, eyes 
closed, or even something more active (hands clap
ping, feet moving, shouts of "Hallelujah!" and 
"Amen") . Perhaps for others, the word brings images 
of people sitting quietly in a church building with 
their heads bowed, praying or meditating, or even 
someone bowing down or kneeling. 

Because people have so many different ideas of 
what worship looks like, fee ls like, and is like, I think 
it serves our purpose to first define words. 

What are we do ing when we worship? 

Worship is attributing ultimate worth to some
thing. Regardless of whether our worship is directed 
to an object, a person, a deity, or even an idea -
worsh ip is valuing one th ing above everything else. 

Worship is literally "worth-ship." When we wor
ship God, we proclaim he has the greatest possible 
worth. Worshiping God is an acknowledgment that 
he is above our go ld, silver, jewels, houses, land, and 
anything, and everything else . 

When we worship God, we are saying his power 
exceeds that of every king, president, or dictator in 
history. When we worship God, we show that the 
glory of his holiness outshines sun, moon, and stars. 
When we worship God, we are saying that nothing 
compares to him. He is above all, and he is greater 
than all. Everything in creation pales to insignifi
cance next to the sovereign Lord of the universe. 

Concerning worship the Bible declares: 
Thou arr wonhy, 0 Lord, ro receive glory and 

honor and power: for rhou has created all 
rhings, and for rhy pleasure rhey are and were 
created (Rev. 4: 11). 

Worrhy is rhe Lamb rhar was slain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing (Rev. 5 : 12). 

God alone is supremely worthy of our praise, our 
love, our devotion, and our service. He alone is wor
thy, not only because of whom he is - bur also be
cause of what he has done. 

But worship is not just making an objective 
(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Truth and Consequnce 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Sin always - always - causes death. "The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 
18:20). 

The day Adam and Eve sinned they died 
(Gen. 2: 17). 

The New Testament speaks of "the law of 
sin and death" (Rom. 8 :2), which means, 
"When you sin, you die." 

Death is the inescapable consequence of sin. 
Because sin is personal, death is also per

sonal. Ezekiel reveals to us, "The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wicked
ness of the wicked shall be upon him." 

Humans do not inherit sin - it is of their own making. "The 
thorns which I have reap'd are of the tree I planted." The death
consequence of sin is highly individual. It is not that I sin and 
someone else dies, but "the soul that sinneth it shall die." 

As soon as the sin is done, the sinner dies - right then. Adam 
died the day he sinned, but he did not die a physical death for 
many years afterwards, which makes plain the difference in spiri
tual and physical death. 

When the New Testament writer said, "In Adam all die," he 
contrasted that with all being made alive in Jesus (1 Cor. 15 :22) 
and was therefore speaking of (1) physical death (which was also a 
result of Adam's transgression, seeing that all are separated from 
the "tree of life") and (2) a general resurrection of all the dead. 
Any other view would teach universal salvation seeing that the 
"all" who die in Adam are made alive in Christ (See also John 
5 :28-29). 

However, the New Testament seldom calls the dissolution of 
body and spirit "death," but it often speaks of the death of the 
spirit of the man who sins and is separated from God. It speaks of 
being "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1, 5; Col. 2:13). It says 
of some that they "are dead while they live" (1 Tim. 5:6). 

Who are these living dead? They are dead, but their hearts 
beat, and their lungs breathe, and their brains are active. They 
"live and move and have their being," but they are dead ... the 
walking dead. 

To emphasize how utterly evil sin is the Bible speaks of the sin
ner as dead. 

Because of the risen Jesus' victory, we do not fear physical 



death and join the poet in defiantly saying, "Death be not proud." 
But we should be terrified at the thought of the reality of spiritual 
death because if our inward-man is un-alive at the final coming of 
Jesus, we will be sent away from God forever. The Holy Spirit, to 
describe the blank misgiving and utter desolation of being eter
nally excluded from the presence of God, calls it "the second 
death." 

The first death is that of separation from God caused by sin; 
the second death is to be divorced from God perpetually and ever
lastingly. There is no greater punishment than for a spirit made in 
God's likeness to be unendingly excluded from the divine presence 
- the fountain of all blessings, the giver of every good. 

The loss caused by personal sin is indescribable. We reap as we 
sow; "he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap cor
ruption" (Gal. 6:8). 

Ezekiel is emphatic in telling us that we do not bear the guilt of 
the sins of other people (Ezek. 18:20, see also Deut. 24:16, Jer. 
31:29-30). 

Still, it is true that the innocent sometime suffer because of 
other people's sins. 

Gamblers often bring penury upon their families. Drunkards 
cause their children misery and shame. There are random 
shootings in which the innocent die. The 19 babies who died when 
the Federal Building in Oklahoma City was bombed by a terrorist 
had no personal sins, but they were nevertheless killed. 

Well, then, if each person is punished for his own sins and not 
for the sins of another, how can this happen? 

The Bible is, of course, not wrong when it tells us "the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die," but it does require an explanation. 

"The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father" means that 
the child is not guilty of the sins of his father ... he does not reap 
the condemnation sin inevitably brings. His father may be dead in 
his sins, without God, and without hope, but the child does not 
receive this corruption as a result of his ancestor's sins. 

Yet, the child may have to suffer the consequences of his 
father's misdeeds. There is a difference in guilt and consequence. 
The sinner's offspring must live in consequence of the parent's 
transgression. The result to the sinner is spiritual death ... moral 
corruption ... eternal decay. The result of the father's sins may 
cause the innocent child to be deprived ... hurt ... emotionally 
scarred ... and even suffer physical death, but it does not touch the 
soul. Each is reaping the consequence of sin, but for one - the 
sinner - the effect is awful and everlasting, and for the other -
the innocent - the outcome is unpleasant, but does not have the 
aftershock of causing alienation from God ... in time or in eternity. 

We must remember that all humans have free agency. When 
we exercise our right of choice in a wrong way, we may become 
choiceless - as every incarcerated criminal knows. We can elect to 
do evil, but we cannot elect to escape the consequence of our iniq
uity. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." 

What we sow is what we reap. "Whatsoever a man soweth 

In This Issue 

]. Shannon (Shan) Jackson 
Worship ..................•...•••••............ J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
Truth and Consequnce •••••••••••••••• 2 

Richard Leeper 
Ritual ........................................... 8 

Albert Gardner 
The Way to Unity ........................ 9 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. (deceased) 
Present Truth •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12 

T. Pierce Brown 
I Desire Mercy, 
Not Sacrifice ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 
Intersexuality Fails 
to Support Homosexuality •••••••• 16 

A. B. Gregoreo 
Some Things an Agent 
of Change Cannot Do ..••...•....... 18 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Crux of the Matter, 
Page Eight ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 20 

Jim Lundy 
Validity of Restoration •••••••••••••• 23 

NEA and Religion •••••••••••••••••••••••• 25 

Potpourri ... .................................. 26 

Http:/ /Www.Fcc.Gov/Eb/ 
Broadcast/Obscind.Html ••••••••••••• 33 

Cecil May Jr. 
Q&A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35 

August 2002 3 
Firm Foundation 



that" ... that, and nothing more nor less .. . that, 30-
fold, 60-fold, 1 00-fold ... that, "shall he also reap." 

God has given us the right of selecting our own 
changes. In his wisdom and goodness, the Creator 
does not interfere with the creature's ability to make 
his own decisions and chart his own course. There is 
a sense in which each one of us is "the master of his 
fate and the captain of his soul." 

The right to swing my fist around in the air may 
end where your nose begins, but if I do not honor 
your space, you could wind up with a bloody nose. 
My freedom can harm others, as we were reminded 
on Sept. 11, 2001. 

The only way to prevent the blameless from suf
fering from the recklessness of the fool is to restrict 
free agency. God could prevent the drunken driver 
from crashing his car into a family on the way to 
church and killing the innocent. He could do it, but 
doesn't because it requires denial of the drunken 
driver's freedom. 

If God refused humans the power to make choices 
that damage others, the result would be no sin, for sin 
also harms the virtuous, the righteous, and the guilt
less. There is no such thing as a victimless crime -
even if the only victim is the wrongdoer. 

Anytime anyone sins, it diminishes him, and it di
minishes society because he is a part of society. I, too, 
am a part of society, so his sin diminishes me. "No 
man is an island unto himself." The terrible conse
quence of sin washes out to engulf the innocent, 
though the innocent may be ignorant of that fact. 
"For none of us liveth to himself, and none dieth to 

himself" (Rom. 14:7). 
Immorality causes somebody to suffer - every 

time and without fail. 
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If God should put a stop to a particular sin by di-
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rect intervention, he would have to put a stop to all 
sin, because he is impartial. "God is no respecter of 
persons" (Acts 10:34). 

If God deprived humans of the right of choice, 
creation itself would be meaningless - and God 
would not be glorified. 

The Devil's Dictionary defines "accident" as "an 
inevitable occurrence due to the action of immutable 
natural laws," which brings up another point: The 
natural laws by which God upholds all things must be 
unchanging, except in the case of miracles. You cannot 
make fire that will burn evildoers but not burn chil
dren, or electricity that will only shock sinners, unless 
there is supernatural intervention. (The men who cast 
the Hebrew children into the burning fiery furnace 
died from the flames, while their intended victims, by 
miraculous intervention, did not die.) 

The case is, natural law must be uniform; other
wise the constant confusion would cause creation to 
crumble into annihilation's waste. The laws that sup
port the heavens and the earth, and all that in them 
is, must be absolute and unalterable, or there would 
be no cosmos, but only chaos. Without firm laws 
there can be no firmament. 

Once again, this means that the guiltless will 
sometime suffer. A human baby falling into deep wa
ter will drown. A saint falling from a tall building 
will not survive. The collapse of the World Trade 
Towers in New York City did not kill only vile 
people ... the devastation was ·not selective. 

Immutable natural laws are necessary, but the in
nocent may have to face unhappy consequences from 
those rigid rules as well as the thug. 

Still another consideration is that, being mortal, 
we cannot see from the beginning all the way to the 
end. Our view of the world is always limited. We are 
in the position of Job when he could not answer the 
questions of Jehovah. Job was silent, which was his 
only possible answer to the penetrating questions of 
the Almighty. 

g)anieC a SJ?ropftet of Goa 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically grounded ap
proach, Daniel's prophetic career from youth to old age is traced. 
Dr. Turner comments on each verse of the book, comparing his 
understanding with those of other commentators spanning two 
centuries of scholarly study. BKCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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A person can be so encrusted in sin and seared in 
conscience .that it is "impossible to renew him again 
unto repentance" (Heb. 6:6). If this can happen to 
one, it can happen to many- or an entire commu
nity, or nation, or generation. It is obviously what 
happened to the antediluvians - the babies died 
with their parents because there was no possibility 
that they could escape the utter corruption of the 
"world, compacted out of water and amidst water." 
This was true of the Amorites when their iniquity 
was made full (Gen. 15:16). This also explains why 
his children died with Achan Uosh. 7:24), and why 
Korah's little ones were also swallowed up (Num. 
16:26-33). The point of no return is not something 
human eyes can see or human minds detect, but God 
knows. Such destructions belong only to Jehovah. 

Some things are too wonderful for us, and it 
would be foolish to speak when we do not know -
it would be articulating our ignorance. 

For though the fig-tree shall not flourish, Nei
ther shall fruit be in the vines; The labor of the 
olive shall fail, And the fields shall yield no 
food; ·The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
And there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will 
rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation. Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength; 
And he maketh my feet like hinds' feet, And will 
make me to walk upon my high places (Hab. 
3:17-19). 

Which brings us full-circle. We are sinners and 
can only cry, "Be merciful unto me, 0 God, be mer
ciful unto me; for my soul taketh refuge in thee: yea, 
in the shadow of thy wings will I take refuge, until 
these calamities be overpast." 

And, lo, he answers: 
For this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, saith the 
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, And on 
their heart also will I write them: And I will be 
to them a God, And they shall be to me a 
people: And they shall not teach every man his 
fellow-citizen, And every man his brother, say
ing, Know the Lord: For all shall know me, 
From the least to the greatest of them. For I will 
be merciful to their iniquities, And their sins will 
I remember no more (Heb. 8:10-12). 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved (Mark 16:16). 

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee the crown of life. He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches. 
He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the sec
ond death (Rev. 2:10-11). 
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Worship 
(cont inued from page 1) 

judgment that one thing excels all others- it is ac
tively desiring and seeking after that supreme thing. 
To worship something is to make the pursuit of it the 
overriding goal of our life. 

That is what Jesus was talking about when he 
said, "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength" (Mark 12:30). 

That is worship - valuing something so highly 
that we give everything we have for it. 

Worship is also treasuring the things of God so 
highly that we will give everything we have in ex
change for them. 

Worship is an attitude that says, whatever it takes 
for me to know God - I will do. 

Is it possible to worship someone or something 
other than God? Even the most naive realizes that 
such is possible. In fact, everyone worships some
thing, because God created us to be worshipers. 
Even if we refuse to worship God - we will be 
driven to find something else to worship. It is not a 
matter of whether we will worship - but what we 
will worship (Rom. 1:21-25). 

As Americans, we live in a predominantly secular 
society, so we do not see people literally bowing 
down before idols. Instead, our culture tends to wor
ship other things (i.e. money, success, physical 
beauty, health, recreation, etc.) . Whatever we orga
nize our lives around; whatever we put first; what
ever we seek above all else; that is what we worship. 
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Fundamentally, we are by nature worshipers of 
self, seeking after our own welfare and happiness as 
the greatest good in life. So the God-given drive to 
worship is perverted and is turned in on itself, thus 
becoming the urge to make oneself a god, to place 
oneself at the center of the universe (Humanism). 

Therefore, we must ask - How do we worship? 
What kind of worship pleases God? 

True worship comes from the heart. God-pleas
ing worship is an overflow of the heart Uohn 4:19-
24). This means that God does not care about where 
we are when we worship - God is not fooled by 
outward appearances. God is interested in our heart. 

If our religion is external on ly, if we find our
selves simply going through the motions, our actions 
might be good - but they are not worship. 

If we are not worshiping God from our heart, it 
does not accomplish anything other than passing 
time. 

Worship that is not from the heart is empty and 
worthless. God is not interested in pseudo-worship. 
He only wants true worship . The real thing is what 
God demands and is entitled to. 

The only kind of worshipers God has any use for 
are those who worship him from the heart - in 
spirit and in truth. 

If God does not have our heart, then nothing we 
do matters. We may sing and pray, but our heart is 
cold; we are not worshiping God. 

Another impediment to worship is not finding 
enrichment in our service. We need to clear away the 
underbrush. There may be sin which we have not 
confessed to God. 

There is nothing more certain to block our ability 
to worship from the heart than unconfessed and 
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unrepented sin. It is useless to try to worship God 
when our heart is hardened against him. Nothing will 
change- no matter how long we pray- nothing will 
change- until we repent. We cannot worship from 
the heart if we are not obeying from the heart. 

But what if there is something that needs to be 
addressed between you and someone else in the body 
of Christ? 

If that is the case, then we need to get it right be
fore we can worship. If we come to the altar, having 
a conflict with another, then we are not going to be 
able to worship. 

If there is an unresolved issue between a brother 
and us, we ~annot simply wait for it to go away. Rec
onciliation is a prerequisite for authentic worship. 
Listen to Jesus: 

Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother has ought 
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother; and then come and offer thy gift (Matt. 
5:23-24). 

We will be unable to worship God in spirit and 
truth if something else, or someone else, has first 
place in our heart. If that is the case, we won't be 
able to worship God as he wants because there is 
only room in our heart for one "first." First place has 
to be occupied by him. 

Why worship? There are several reasons: God 
commands and invites us to worship. Our worship is 
certainly primarily for God, but worship is also to 
encourage us and lift our spirits. True worship will 
also be a transforming urge. True worship, worship 
that comes from the heart - worship in spirit and 
truth- is transforming. 

It changes us and causes us to seek change. We 
become like that which we worship. We become like 
that which we value the most. 

Those who worship God will be like God. If we 
regularly turn our heart toward God we will, over 
time, be conformed to his character, his values, his 
wisdom, and his power. Partakers in the divine na
ture (2 Pet. 1 :3-4). 

Worshiping God is our main ambition and obli
gation. Jesus reminds us "God is a spirit." He must 
be worshiped "in spirit and in truth." Our worship 
must be with the correct attitude (in spirit} and in ac
cordance with God's word (in truth). The Father 
"seeketh such to worship him" Oohn 4.23-24). 
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Ritual 
By Richard Leeper 

Pure religion has elements of ceremony, which is 
an extension of its purpose. Ceremony adds 
order in a worship assembly but devotion oc

curs in the heart of the worshiper. We may imagine 
that we are offering God our worship by adhering to 
rituals but unless God see our heart responding to 
his will our rituals will be in vain. Love of ritual can
not replace love for God. Love of God demands that 
we honor him as God and that we confine our rituals 
to the basic necessary elements that honor his stated 
desires. 

The purpose of the Lord's Supper is to remember 
the body and blood given by Jesus to redeem all that 
sell themselves back to God. As is written, we "have 
been bought with a price." The ceremony should be 
decent and orderly so as not to detract from our abil
ity to meditate, for it is in the mind (spirit) that wor
ship occurs. The ceremony should not be so elabo
rate as to cause awe or reverence to the ritual instead 
of the Christ who is the object of the ritual (1 Cor. 
11:28-29). 

When we meet together to stir each other to love 
and good works (Heb. 10:24-25), we should use 
words that accord with godliness. The seed of the 
kingdom is the word (Luke 8: 11). If the seed bears 
no fruit it is not the fault of the seed but the ground 
on which the seed has fallen. The coming together of 
the children of God is stirring to the ones gathered 
because of the anticipation of learning more of the 
truth and honoring the God who gave it. Ritual gives 
clearer vision into the will of God. 

Honest prayer honors the Creator because it ex
presses from our heart that we are insufficient and 
need God. It is also recognition that we believe Jesus 
to be alive and reigning. We know he will intercede 
for us according to the will of God (Rom. 8:34). In 
proper prayer, God is worshiped. The ritual - the 
form of the prayer- honors God. 

Singing to one another requires order to avoid 
mere noise. Noise is not very expressive of what is 
held in the heart. Singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs expresses the joy we feel. From the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The cheer
ful sing Uames 5:13 ). Instrumental music can detract 

8 August 2002 
Firm Foundation 

from worship, for the instrument has no heart in 
which to make melody and feel joy. 

Teaching in an assembly has its ritual, which 
brings order and eliminates confusion. 

Baptism is a ritual made necessary by faith in the 
promise of Christ, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved." In seeking and receiving salvation we 
are "obedient from the heart to a form of teaching" 
(Rom. 6:17). 

Let us not look for what has the appearance of 
devotion; let us look in ourselves for pure religion 
that will display itself from an honest and pure heart. 
No man walks in the ways of God by chance or by 
the imaginations of his own heart (Prov. 14:12; Jer. 
10:23. We must walk in the light to have fellowship 
with God and with one another (1 John 1:7). 
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The Way to Unity 
By Albert Gardner 

Division does exist inside and outside the 
church but it is without divine approval. 
Our Lord prayed that we might be one as he 

and the Father are one Uohn 17 :30-31). Paul made it 
clear that we are to be united. 

Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment ( 1 Cor. 
1:10). 

Union is not Bible unity. Union does not take 
into account doctrinal differences but ignores them 
and treats them like they do not exist. Union extends 
fellowship to all. Union accepts anyone regardless of 
his belief on baptism, the Lord's Supper, the nature 
of the church, the work of the Holy Spirit, and what 
is required of sinners for salvation. Union believes 
love will cover up all differences. 

Unity is based on our obeying the truth. Unity 
sees doctrine as important enough to break fellow
ship. Unity believes love requires us to expose error 
and point out the truth. It is a false view of love to 
withhold truth. 

God does not have fellowship with everyone, 
and if we will follow him, we cannot extend fellow
ship to everyone either. 

Now we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your
selves from every brother that walketh disor
derly ·and not after the tradition which he re
ceived of us (2 Thess. 3:6). 

What does it mean to "walk disorderly"? How 
can one do it? Since we are commanded to withdraw 
from those who walk disorderly, surely there is a way 
for us to recognize it. 

We Can Walk Disorderly in MaHers of Worship 
"But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doc
trines the commandments of men" (Matt. 15 :9). The 
wrong doctrine makes the wrong worship. One can
not be taught wrong and worship right. The masses 
of people are taught that instrumental music in wor
ship is accepted, but it is not authorized by any New 
Testament passage. Though it was used in the Old 
Testament, it is no part of New Testament worship. 

Cain lost t}:te favor of God because of the worship 
he offered. "By faith Abel offered unto god a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his 
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh" {Heb. 
11:4 ). This shows that Abel offered by faith and Cain 
did not. Since faith comes by hearing the word of God 
{Rom. 10: 17), it follows that God had instructed these 
two about worship. Cain failed to comply with the 
instructions and did not worship by faith. 

Our worship is to be according to truth Uohn 
4:24), which is the word of God Uohn 17:17); so 
our worship is to be according to the word of God. 
When we do this, we are worshiping by faith because 
that is the way faith comes. 

We Can Walk Disorderly in MaHers of Morals 
In the Corinthian church one had his father's wife. 
Even the pagans would not approve of incest, yet it 
existed in the church. They were puffed up and 
should have mourned. Paul tells them to discipline 
this brother in order to save him {1 Cor. 5:1-5). 

Open sin in the church must not be tolerated but 
dealt with swiftly and gently for the sake of those in
volved in sin and for the benefit of those outside {Acts 
5:14). 

Salvation 
«tWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 1 7:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

&1 Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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We Can Walk Disorderly in Matters of Doctrine 
Paul told Timothy to charge some not to teach any 
other doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3 ). Doctrine determines 
whether worship is accepted, and will determine our 
relationship to God. "Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. 
He that abideth in the doctri_ne of Christ, he hath 
both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9). 

God does not fellowship those with the wrong 
worsh ip, the wrong morals, or the wrong doctrine. 
In order to have fellowship with God, we must have 
fellowship with all others who likewise have fellow
ship with God. The way to determine how to have 
fellowship w ith others is stated in 1 John 1:7. "But if 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel
lowship one w ith another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

If both of us walk in the light, we can have fe l
lowship with each other, but one who walks in the 
light cannot have fellowsh ip and endorse one who 
does not walk in the light. 

Before Jesus went to the cross he prayed for 
unity. "That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; 
that the world may believe that they hast sent me" 
Uohn 17:21). To do this we must have a proper un
derstanding of the Bible. 

Some Things Are Matters of Faith 

It is upon these things we must unite, and we have 
no right to differ Uohn 17:21; 1 Cor. 1:10). When 
God speaks through his word, that is the last word. 
Matters of faith come in one of three ways. 

Command: The New Testament is fi lled with 
commands we are to obey. We are told to preach the 
gospel (Mark 16: 15). Children are to obey their par
ents (Eph. 6:1 ). Christians are not to forsake the as
sembly (Heb. 10:25). We are to give of our money as 
we have prospered (1 Cor. 16:2). If members walk 
disorde rly, when all else fa ils, we are to withdraw 
from them (2 Thess. 3 :6). 

Example: Jesus set the perfect example. It should 
be our aim to be like him and have the motives and 
attitudes he had about people and things. "For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his 
steps (1 Pet. 2:21). 

So we would make no mistake about how to be 
saved, the book of Acts records several examples of 
people who were saved. The first one is the conver
sion of 3,000 on Pentecost in Acts 2: 1-47. The 
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people heard the gospel, believed it, and were told to 
repent and be baptized. Those who did that were 
saved and added to the church. 

On the night of his betrayal, Jesus instituted the 
Lord's Supper (Matt. 25 :26-28). When one church 
lost the meaning of this weekly observance, Paul 
gave instructions about the original meaning (1 Cor. 
11 :23-30). From examples we learn when and how 
we are to eat the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7). 

Necessary inference: When Jesus was baptized he 
"came up out of the water (Matt. 3:16). Though it is 
not stated, it is necessarily implied that he first went 
down into the water. 

Whatever it takes to carry out a command of 
God is included in the command. We are to assemble 
(Heb. 10:25), but it is not possible to obey that with
out some place. When one is baptized, a burial is re
qu ired (Rom. 6:4). Any place with enough water is 
satisfactory, whether it is a river, ocean, or baptistry. 
If a songbook is necessary for us to sing, it is in
cluded in the command to sing (Eph. 5 : 19). 

At no time are we at liberty to change the com
mand. When we use a songbook, it aids us in obeying 
the command to sing. If we use instrumental music in 
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worship, we have changed the command and are do
ing something besides sing. When we use trays, they 
aid us in eating the Lord's Supper. 

Some Things Are MaHers of Opinion 
Our opinions may differ. One may have an opinion 
1) as long as it does not lead him to do wrong, 2) and 
as long as he does not bind that opinion on others as 
if it were law. 

On some things God has not spoken, but when 
he speaks it is a matter of faith. On these matters of 
faith we do not have opinions. Genesis 1: 1 says God 
created the heavens and the earth. That is a matter of 
faith and we have no opinions about it. 

There is a great danger of bringing things that are 
matters of faith into the realm of opinion and treat
ing that as opinions. This is often done on important 
teaching. 

God says we are to eat the Lord's Supper on the 
first day of the week (Acts 20:7), and that makes it a 
matter of faith, but many treat it as an opinion by 
saying it makes no difference on which day it is 
done. 

The Bible says we are to be baptized to be saved 
(Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), but many preachers teach 
the very opposite by saying we are saved first, and 
then we can be baptized. However, what the Bible 
actually states is not a matter of opinion but is a mat
ter of faith about which we have no right to differ. 

The Bible teaches there is one church (Eph. 1:22-
23; 4:4), over which Jesus is head (Col. 1:18), the 
saved are in it and there are no saved outside the 
church (Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23). Many will say that is 
your opinion, when it is not an opinion at all. When 
God speaks, what he says is a matter of faith and 
must not be treated as opinion. 

Sometimes people take things that are in the 
realm of opinion and bind them on others as matters 
of faith. This should never be done, for it is just as 
sinful to make a law as it is to break one. 

Some Things Are Incidentals 
They ate the Lord's Supper in a third story building 
(Acts 20:9), but that is incidental and no part of the 
command, for we are not expected to meet in such a 
place to eat the Lord's Supper. 

Baptism was done in the Jordan River, but that is 
just incidental. In the record of conversions notice 
the incidental statements. Riding in a chariot was not 
part of the command, just as seeing a great light was 
incidental. Not all of them felt an earthquake or 
talked with Jesus in Hebrew. Jesus does not require 

of us to experience these incidental matters in order 
for us to be saved. 

1. One was riding in a chariot (Acts 8:28). 
2. One saw a great light (Acts 9:3). 
3. Another saw an angel (Acts 10:3). 
4. Some were by a riverside (Acts 16:13). 
5. One felt an earthquake (Acts 16:26). 
6. One talked with Jesus in Hebrew (Acts 26:14). 

Some Things Are lndiHerent 
It makes no difference what time we meet for wor
ship, how many songs or prayers we have, or 
whether we eat the Lord's Supper before or after the 
sermon. These matters will be determined by love 
and consideration for all persons involved. 

Some Things Are Expedient 
That is, they help us to carry out the command of 
God. We are to go preach (Mark 16:15). How we 
are to do it is not stated, but some method is essen
tial. We may go by boat, train, plane, walking, or 
running. We may go and teach personally, or we may 
send the written word. There is no pattern for expe
dients but only for required things. Though a train is 
an expedient (that is, it helps us to go), it has not 
been commanded that we go only by train, so there 
are other ways to go. 

Church buildings help us to obey Hebrews 
10:25. We must assemble, but a place is essential. 
Whether it is down by the riverside, in a public hall, 
in a private home, or in a building owned by the 
church, these are expedients which help us to obey 
God. 

Songbooks help expedite the command to sing. 
Trays and cups help to carry out the duty to eat the 
Lord's Supper. Pure religion is to care for widows 
and orphans Games 1:27); some method is neces-
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sary, though that method is not stated. Since God did 
not state the method, we should not bind a certain 
way on others as if it is a matter of faith. 

As we have seen, expedients are not binding, but 
help us carry out God's commands. Expedients must 
not change the command. We are commanded to 
sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Instrumental music does 
not aid the singing but is an addition, for it changes 
the command from "sing" to "play." We are to use 
bread on the Lord's Table. To put jam on the unleav
ened bread would not help to carry out the com-

mand to eat bread, but would change the command. 
It would not be an aid but an addition. 

If all would apply these five points in Bible study 
and teaching, it would heal division inside and out
side the church. 

Believe the gospel (He b. 11 :6), repent of your 
sins (Acts 17:30), confess your faith in Christ (Acts 
8:3 7), and be baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 
2:38). The Lord will add you to his church (Acts 
2:47). Box 27 
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Present Truth 
By Foy E. Wallace, Jr. (deceased) 

Merely wearing the name Christian does not 
make one a Christian. Paul's answer to 
Agrippa states that a Christian is some

thing to become, not merely a name to wear. "I 
would to God, that whether with little or with much, 
not thou only, but also all that hear me this day, 
might become such as I am" (Revised Version). 
What, then, constitutes a Christian? How does one 
become a Christian? 

Something to Believe 
In becoming a Christian there is, first of all, some
thing to be believed. Certainly we are not required to 
profess faith in theology nor subscribe to creedal 
dogma. There are three cardinal facts in the confes
sion of faith required in order to become a Christian. 
First, that Jesus Christ came in human flesh: "This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief" (1 Tim. 1: 15). 

Second, that Jesus Christ died for us: "For God 
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salva
tion by our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us" (1 
Thess. 5 :9). Third, that God raised him from the 
dead: "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
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Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" 
(Rom. 10:9). And in a summary of these gospel facts 
Paul declares: " I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; and that he was bur
ied, and that he arose again the third day according 
to the scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

Something to Do 
But the mere belief of facts does not make a Chris
tian. In becoming a Christian there is something to 
do. 

Modern theology teaches that in conversion the 
sinner is a passive recipient and not an active agent; 
yet the question, "What must I do to be saved?" with 
the answer to it, is repeated in the Bible. The simple 
narratives of the book of Acts clearly reveal what 
must be done to become a Christian. In the city of 
Philippi, Paul and Silas told an unbelieving jailer to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31). On 
Pentecost Peter told believers to repent and be bap
tized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:31-38). And in 
Acts 22: 15-16 it is related how Ananias told the be
lieving, penitent Saul to be baptized to wash his sins 



away. To a casual reader this would appear to be 
three answers to the same question. But, when it is 
observed that the answers to the question begin with 
the condition of the heart of the one who asked it, 
but end always in the requirements of full obedience, 
the seeming variance disappears and the uniformity 
of the plan of salvation is clearly seen. 

Something to Experience. 
In becoming a Christian, it is obviously plain that 
there is something to believe and something to do. 
But in being a Christian there is also something to 
experience. Feelings alone are not the evidence of 
pardon, yer rejoicing has its place in the gospel plan. 
When the treasurer of Queen Candace was baptized, 
he "went on his way rejoicing." When the Philippian 
jailer was baptized the same hour of the night, he re
turned to his house "rejoicing, believing in God." 

Paul knew that he was a Christian, and said with 
emphasis to Agrippa, "Such as I am." We may also 
know it. The word of God reveals the conditions 
upon which salvation is promised, and when these 
conditions are met the promises of God are received. 
The evidence of pardon and the ground of our hope 
is the surety of God's word (See Heb. 19: 17-18). 

What surer evidence can one have than the im
mutable word of God? Yet many people will put 
their feelings squarely up against the plain state
ments of God's word. 

But it should he emphasized that baptism is not 
the end of obedience. It is rather the beginning of 
obedience. The Christian life is a life of obedience. 
This is the practical meaning of Christian experi
ence. It is a Christian grace. Paul classifies experience 
with such Christian virtues as fide lity, hope, and pa
tience (Rom. 5:2-3 ). With such excellencies of Chris
tian character abounding, the experiences of the 
Christian life "grow sweeter as the years go by." 
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I Desire Mercy, Not Sacrifice 
By T. Pierce Brown 

In Matthew 12:7 Jesus said, "But if ye had known 
what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the 

guiltless." We have little doubt that there are, or will 
be, some among us who claim to be gospel preachers 
and/or masterful exegetes of the word who will in
form us that Jesus is not interested in any sort of sac
rifice that involves the necessity of submissive obedi
ence to his will, but only that we have mercy and 
show love. 

After all, we are told in John 13:35, "By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
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borne, Earl Edwards, Ralph Gilmore, Wayne jackson, W. 
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one to another." Some teach that loving one another 
is all that it takes to make one a disciple, so neither 
baptism nor doctrinal emphasis is important. Paul 
spoke of those false teachers in Romans 16:18, "For 
they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly; and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple." They also 
disregard Romans 12:1 where Paul told us to present 
our bodies a living sacrifice. 

What did Jesus mean, and what did God mean 
when he said in Hosea 6:6, "For I desire mercy, and 
not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings"? It should be evident to anyone with 
the slightest knowledge of the scriptures that they 
did not mean that God did not desire sacrifice at all, 
for from early in Genesis through the rest of the 
Bible it is clear that God demanded sacrifice. It 
should be clear, therefore that Christ is trying to im
press upon them and us that mere sacrifice, outward 
ritual of any kind, is not and never was satisfactory 
with God. A similar lesson God tried to teach when 
Samuel said to King Saul in 1 Samuel 15:22, "Hath 
the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sac
rifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than 
·the fat of rams." 

We have little doubt that there are those con
nected to the Lord's church that make the same m~s
take the Jews made when they try to substitute some 
outward act of obedience for inward spiritual rela
tionship with God. We have had many conversations 
with persons who did not attend worship, give as 
they were prospered, and did nothing else of which 
we were aware that indicated any love for God, but 
who said, "I've been baptized." We know of persons 
who forsake the assembly to go fishing on Sunday 
morning, but on Sunday night about the time they 
think the Lord's Supper might be served for those 
who were missing on Sunday morning come by and 
want to "commune." Those kinds of persons appar
ently think there is some mystical power in the act of 
baptism (baptismal regeneration) or in taking the 
Lord's Supper. There may be others in almost the 
same category who feel the same way about their at-



tendance. They are there every Sunday morning, per
haps on Sunday and Wednesday nights, but one 
could write on the back of a postage stamp any act of 
loving concern they show for lost souls or any sacri
fice they are willing to make for the cause of Christ. 
When Jesus talked about "the weightier matters of 
the law" in Matthew 23:23, he did not suggest that 
anything God wanted done was unimportant. He 
specifically said, "These ought ye to have done and 
not leave the others undone." There are some things 
that are more basic or "weightier." Love for God and 
love for fellowman are the most basic things, for they 
include everything else. If we love God with all the 
heart, soul, strength and mind, we will obey him. If 
we love fellowman, we will treat him properly. In
stead of assuming that some feeling of affection is 
the only important thing, we should know that God 
is not even talking about a feeling of affection in 
these cases. He is talking about the willingness to 
sacrifice of what we are and have for the welfare or 
pleasure of another. 

Those who teach that when Jesus said, "I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice" that he did not desire 
sacrifice are making the same kind of mistake that 
has been made by those who read in 1 Corinthians 
1: 17, "For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of none effect." 
They claim that since Paul says he was not sent to 
baptize that baptism is unimportant. They do not 

:bother to explain why Paul baptized and taught that 
· it was commanded if it is unimportant. There are 

many similar expressions in the English language. It 
means that Christ did not send him just to baptize, 
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for who did the baptism was unimportant. No true 
preacher of the gospel thinks that his primary job is 
to baptize someone. His job is to preach the gospel 
that teaches the love of Christ, the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ, the necessity of being bap
tized for the remission of sins, and the need to live 
faithfully until death. When a person learns and ap
preciates it properly, he will be baptized. However, 
he will know that it was not merely going through 
the act of baptism that saved him, although the Bible 
plainly teaches, "Baptism doth also now save us" (2 
Peter 3:21). God has always desired a merciful loving 
heart, and not merely some sacrifice or outward act. 

If the Jews had understood that, they would not 
have found fault with Christ showing mercy on sin
ners and sick persons. If you understand that, you 
will never be satisfied with mere ceremonies and 
rituals. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, 1N 38501 

tpiercebrown@multipro.com 

Luke 
edited by Bill Cline 

The 1988 Firm Foundation commentary/lectureship 
book Is two books in one. It is both exegetical and homi
letical; a verse-by-verse commentary on the 24 chapters 
of Luke, plus 27 lectures based on Luke's wonderful ac
count written that men might "know the certainty con
cerning the things" which Christ said and did. The 51 
manuscripts in the book were written by 27 gospel 
preachers including Foy L. Smith, AI Brown, Jerry L. Mar
tin, W. Wayne Coats, Bobby Liddell, Weldon Langfield, 
George W. DeHoff, Ira Y. Rice Jr., J.T. Marlin, Joe 
Gilmore, Roy Deaver, Gary Colley, Jim Laws, W.S. Cline, 
H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, and others. LSAM01 hb 585 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Savior's Resurrection 
"That Ye May Know the Truth" 
The Lost Christ 
Withstanding Temptation and Rejection 
The Savior's Authority and Teachings 
What Went You Out to See? 
Excuses Are Only Lies 
Can You Recommend Your Religion? 
The Ruler Who Refused a Crown 
The Saviour's Rebukes 
The Olivet Discourse 
Accountable Stewardship 

$16.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 

Fp 

August 2002 15 
Firm Foundation 



Intersexuality Fails 
to Support Homosexuality 

By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

lntrodudion 
Things used to be so simple. Fifty years ago, grand
mothers asserted that girls were made of "sugar and 
spice, and everything nice" while little boys were 
made of "snips and snails and puppy dog tails." But 
what happens when a child is born with a mixture of 
sugar and spice as well as snails and puppy dog tails? 
A recent media explosion (such as a feature on "60 
Minutes") has shined the light on what is commonly 
being referred to as "intersexed" people- a term 
used to describe a set of medical conditions that fea
tures congenital anomaly of the reproductive and 
sexual system. That is, intersexed people are born 
with sex chromosomes, external genitalia, or an in
ternal reproductive system that are not considered 
"standard" for either a male or female. Sadly this 
condition is real, and unfortunately the victims find 
themselves in both a physiological and a political 
battle. Besides any visible abnormalities, these indi
viduals often are sterile, lacking either a complete 
male or female reproductive system. Additionally, 
many individuals in the gay and lesbian community 
are holding up the hands of intersexed people in an 
effort to say: "Look, we are like them. We were born 
this way." However, scientific evidence is becoming 
available that demonstrates intersexed people are 
vastly different from homosexuals. 

While the term intersexed is not yet found in 
most current medical dictionaries (e.g., the second 
edition of the acclaimed Stedman's Concise Medical 
Dictionary), hermaphroditism is. This term- used 
prior to the politically correct era - is defined as the 
presence in one individual of both ovarian and tes
ticular tissue (1993, p. 461). Current estimates indi
cate that 1 in 2,000-3,000 persons are born with 
what has been termed "non-standard gender." Of 
these, only small percentages are classified as true 
hermaphrodites. These children, frequently sterile, 
are born to unsuspecting parents whose hopes and 
dreams often are crushed as the confusion and reality 
of the situation sets in. Many times in these cases, a 
gender-identity team from a hospital is employed to 
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further determine the actual sex of the child. Adoles
cents with abnormal sexual differentiation present a 
unique challenge to their healthcare providers -
should the child be surgically altered to be a male or 
a female? In the past, this lifelong decision generally 
was made immediately after birth. And any necessary 
surgery was performed for cosmetic reasons, the re
sult being that the function of the genitals was com
promised. Today, clinicians are rethinking recom
mended protocols. 

Sex Chromosomes 

Men and women share 22 pairs of chromosomes; 
only one set is different (there are two X chromo
somes in women, and an X and a Y in men). People 
with true hermaphroditism - an extremely rare 
condition - usually have chromatin-positive nuclei 
[containing the X chromosome, or Barr body -
BH], and 80% of them have a 46-XX chromosome 
constitution (Moore and Persuad, 199-3, p. 292). As 
such, they generally are reared as females. Male and 
female pseudohermaphroditism also occurs, result
ing in abnormal gonadal appearance as well as an
drogen insensitivity syndrome (sometimes referred 
to as testicular feminization). Research conducted 
over the past forty years indicates that the Y chromo
some causes many of these conditions. In 1989, the 
testis-determining gene SRY (which stands for sex
determining region) was identified. To be effective, 
SRY must be expressed at a particular time and in a 
specific location during development. In the absence 
of expression of the SRY gene, testes do not form, 
the result being that the same region later differenti
ates into an ovary. Current evidence suggests that the 
SRY gene acts principally as a switch, and that the 
genes necessary for guiding subsequent events are 
present in other areas of the Y chromosome as well 
as elsewhere in the genome, such as chromosome 9. 

In 1999, a team of scientists from Melbourne, 
Australia, discovered that some genetically male chil
dren are born with female sex organs. The research
ers observed that genetically male children that were 



born without a gene known as DMRTl, failed to 

form testes (Smith et al. , p. 602). This particular 
gene is located on Chromosome 9, which means that 
both men and women possess copies of it. However, 
researchers discovered that the gene is regulated dif
ferently in men and women. They found that the 
gene was expressed in high levels in the developing 
testes, but in low levels in the ovaries. They believe 
that females born with testes may have an extra copy 
of the DMRTl gene. 

Sex determination in mammals is controlled not 
just by SRY and DMRTl. Various transcription fac
tors, some of which we have yet to identify, also can 
lead to variations in sexual organs. Thus, we see that 
alterations of the normal sex determining genes fre
quently result in humans that possess both male and 
female characteristics. This information provides 
compelling evidence that the intersexed condition is 
the result of mutated genes. 

Reaching a Middle Ground 

Traditional practice at the birth of a child with am
biguous gender involved the parents making a deci
sion (usually coached by medic_al practitioners), 
which sometimes included the use of incomplete 
communication of facts about the infant's condition 
and a recommendation of early surgical intervention 
to make a "definitive" sex and gender assignment. 
Today we have DNA testing and internal-imaging 
tools (such as MRis) that can better determine both 
what the sexual chromosomes of the individual are, 
and what internal reproductive organs are present. 
Children should not be surgically assigned a sex until 
clinicians know for sure what their gender is. As we 
are now finding out, early surgical intervention may 
not always be what is best for the child. Parents (and 
other adults involved in the counseling process) 
should encourage intersexed individuals to undergo 
genetic testing to determine what sexual chromo
somes and. internal organs are present. Christians 
must not be prejudiced against intersexed people just 
because they are physically different, but instead 
must express genuine concern and sympathy. 

Conclusion 

In the beginning, God created humans male and fe
male (Gen. 1 :27). Today, however, we know that in
dividuals are born who possess both male and female 
reproductive tissues. As Christians, we must tear 
down the veil of shame and secrecy, and deal with is
sues such as these that current societal conditions 

have placed squarely on our doorstep. lntersexed 
people are people with souls - as well as people 
who may one day want to marry and rear children. 
As each day brings new ethical dilemmas, we must 
strive to look at them within the scope of God's 
word. And that word- not human opinion - must 
remain the criterion against which every new devel
opment is to be measured. While the homosexual 
community envelopes the intersexed with open arms 
and calls for Americans to look at people that are 
"born with gender issues," we must not forget that 
scientific evidence establishes that these abnormali
ties are a result of humanity's mutated gene pool. 
Through the years, the sex-determining genes -
such as SRY and DMRTl - have mutated as the re
sult of people's exposure to harmful chemicals like 
DDT, asbestos, thalidomide, Agent Orange, etc. 
Christians must be compassionate toward intersexed 
people, but at the same time must not allow society 
to return toward the ways of Sodom and Gomorrah 
by advocating that intersexuality proves that homo
sexuals are simply "born that way." 
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Some Things an Agent of Change 
Cannot Do 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

Churches of Christ here in America are pres
ently confronted with a sizable number of 
preachers and educators who are determined 

to bring about major changes in the body of Christ. 
These are not anti-Christian unbelievers, nor are 
they members of other church bodies. They are men 
who claim membership among us and fill pulpits of 
our congregation and classrooms in our Christian 
colleges. Among the things they are busily at work to 
change are the following: 

• The way we worship God in our public assem
blies. 

• The role of women in the leadership of the 
church. 

• The way we approach the Bible in our efforts 
to determine right and wrong. 
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• The way we do our work as a congregation of 
Christ's people. 

• The way we perceive ourselves. They reject the 
idea that we are the church, which Christ established. 
They see us as just another denominational body. 

• The manner and way in which we teach lost 
sinners that they must be saved. 

• The way we deal with those who embrace and 
promote false doctrine. 

• The name by which we identify our congrega
tions. 

They have a very poor opinion of the brother
hood of churches of Christ as evidenced by the scath
ing criticism they continue to heap upon us. 

Most of these agents of change are well-educated 
men. Many of them preach for large, well-known 
churches. Not a few of them hold teaching positions 
in our Christian colleges. They have already gained a 
significant foothold among our people and have suc
ceeded in influencing many of our younger members 
and a number of congregations. However successful 
these teachers may be in their quest to rework and 
reshape our people, there are some things they can 
never do. 

• They cannot claim to be a part of the great Res
toration Movement of the 19th century. They do not 
believe restoration is a valid way to approach Chris
tianity. 

• They cannot identify themselves with the great 
men of the past who preached God's word among 
our people. Any time they invoke the names of 
David Lipscomb, Austin McGary, G.H.P. Showalter, 
N.B. Hardeman, G.C. Brewer, C.R. Nicol, Gus 
Nichols, R.L. Whiteside, Otis Gatewood or any of 
the great men of the last 200 years, they are speaking 
a lie. This is true because those men all loved the 
church, as we have known her for the last two centu
ries. They taught people to be saved upon confession 
of their faith, repentance and baptism. They wor
shiped each Lord's Day with acappella singing, 
prayers, contributions and the Lord's Supper. They 
all repudiated denominationalism. They all loved 



and honored the name Christian. They believed the 
Bible to be an inspired, authoritative book that deter
mined all things spiritual for Christians. 

• They can take no credit for the congregations 
they serve, or the schools in which they teach, for the 
folks who founded those churches and schools were 
committed heart and soul to the church of Christ of 
their generation for which the promoters of change 
have only contempt. 

• They cannot identify themselves with and take 
joy in the great host of missionaries who took the 
gospel of Christ to the nations of the world in the 
last century. The reason being, all of those who went 
out carried the same message, faith and practices 
held by churches of Christ in America to the lost of 
humanity. 

• They cannot boldly preach their message with 
the conviction that it is right because it is biblical. 
Their motiye is to sow doubt, not faith. They reject 
the approach that looks to the Bible for "book, chap
ter and verse" proof of what one believes and does in 
Christ. 

• They cannot stand in the face of the competing 
claims of denominationalism and present a way that 
is right and cannot be wrong because they don't 
think that such exists. Nor are they sure denomina
tionalism is wrong. 

• They cannot with confidence say "I have 
fought a good fight ... I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 
4:7). 

The fact is, they have betrayed the faith that was 
passed down to them by those who went before 
them. Like Esau, they have given up their birthright 
for a mess of pottage (Heb. 12:16). 

12630 W. Foxfire Dr. 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 

(Editor's Note: A. B. Gregoreo is vigilant and 
watchful ... remember the admonition of the Lord in 
Matthew 24:42-43, and Paufs charge in 1 Corin
thians 16:13, and Peter's reproof in 1 Peter 5:8. jesus 
told the saints at Sardis, "Be thou watchful, and es
tablish the things that remain, which were ready to 
die: for I have found no works of thine perfected be
fore my God. Remember therefore how thou hast re
ceived and didst hear; and keep it, and repent. If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come as a thief, 
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon 
thee." Brother Gregoreo is a Bible student, and keen 
observer of the "church of the firstborn." He would 
have us stand triumphant on a shore that is ever green 
-without the loss of one.) FF 
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Crux of the MaHer, Page Eight 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

We offer no apology for our ongoing review 
of the book, The Crux of the Matter (writ
ten by 3 ACU professors, endorsed by the 

ACU administration and her directors, and printed 
by ACU Press). The book under review discredits the 
restoration appeal and undermines the authority of 
sacred scripture (inerrancy of the original writings). 

We are dealing with the most basic of all spiritual 
topics. If the Bible is the very word of very God -
inerrant and absolute - then it is to be obeyed with
out question. If it is the word of God filtered 
through human intelligence, then it is questionable 
and indecisive, and we can play games with it. 

You cannot get more elementary than that. It is 
the rudiment of religion. To discount Holy Writ is 
the cancer of piety and unworldliness. 

One exceedingly damaging assault on the integ
rity and wholeness of the Bible is the idea that it con
tains "big" and "little" commands. If some of the 
commands of the Almighty are small, and some of 
his commands are medium, and some of his com
mands are enormous, we need to discover the impor
tant ones and minimize the lesser ones. 

This harks back to the old discussion about the 
Catholic Church's distinction between "mortal" and 
"venial" sins, which promotes the idea that some sins 
are small, others large, and still others are massive, 
which leaves the option of excusing the tiny (white) 
sins, as in "white lies," and condemning the 
Technicolor ones. It also leaves the problem of who 
is to decide which sin is critical and which is petty. 

The critical ones you better watch and the petty 
ones ... well, they are insignificant, as in "of little im
portance." 

The question is, does the Bible sanction the doc
trine of big and little sins? (We are quick to admit 
that some sins have more serious consequences than 
other sins - the look of lust does not have the same 
import as physical adultery ... hating a brother does 
not have the same result as killing him). Still, sin is 
sin, and all of it is rebellion against God and there
fore fatal to spiritual life. 

Okay, that is a long introduction, but gets us to 
the point. 

20 ~i~~ound!~~~ 

Here is where the authors of The Crux of the 
Matter go wrong. They promote the idea of major 
and minor sins. Some sins are really serious, and 
some of them are trivial. 

The lengthy discussion of "the apostles witness 
to the core" in the book under review (pp. 171-184) 
boils down to an affirmation of grading the com
mands of God as to which are close to the cross and 
which are not. The ones close to the cross are essen
tial, the others - well, they are unimportant and 
may be ignored with impunity. Childers, Foster, and 
Reese do not put it quite so plainly, but that is what 
they are saying in their book, The Crux of the Matter. 

Stafford North in his excellent and critical re
view of this document (Crux of the Matter) raises the 
legitimate question: Who is to decide which teaching 
is close to the cross and which is not? 

Some teaching will be very close to the cross and 
therefore very important, and other teaching will be 
remote and less necessary, and some will be far away 
and not worthy of much notice (like the prodigal in 
the distant country). 

We reiterate, who has either the wisdom or the 
authority to make such distinctions? 

Let us note some Bible examples: 
1. Paul came to Ephesus and found certain dis

ciples who had been baptized without observing the 
condition of believing on Jesus (Acts 19:4). It does 
not seem that there was much wrong with the bap
tism of these 12 disciples, but Paul thought it was im
portant to baptize them in the name of the Lord. Was 
that a big or little thing? 

2. Some Christians in Galatia subscribed to the 
false notion that circumcision was necessary to salva
tion (Gal. 2:1-2; Acts 15:1-35). It seemed to be a 
little matter. These people had believed, repented, 
confessed, and been baptized to receive the remis
sion of sin, but had added circumcision as a condi
tion of salvation. What is so bad about that? Why 
not go along and get along. It does not seem to be 
critical. But the inspired Paul said it was a different 
gospel, a perversion of truth, and its advocates were 
anathema (Gal. 1 :6-9). Sounds pretty serious. 

3. Apollos was taught the way of the Lord more 



accurately simply because he did not understand the 
difference in the baptism of the great commission 
and the baptism of John the baptist (he did under
stand that Jesus is the Christ). Was this all that im
portant (Acts 18 :24-26). 

4. James 2:10 explains to us that "whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one 
point, he is become guilty of all. " One point? Just 
one point? Yes, you can keep the whole law - every 
single requirement - but if you offend in just one 
point you are guilty of transgressing the whole law. 
Sounds pretty strenuous and demanding, doesn't it? 

5 . Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for 
telling one teeny-weeny lie (Acts 5 :1-10). What was 
the big deal? They gave some of the money to the 
church, but kept back some for their own use. Was 
this a crime worthy of death? The problem was not 
that they kept some of the money, but that they 
claimed to give it all to the apostles - they lied. 

6. Do you know why Elymas was struck blind? 
(Acts 13:8-12). All he did was interfere with Paul 
teaching the saving gospel to the proconsul. So 
what? Could not Paul have convinced Sergius Paulus 
even over the objections of Elymas. Wasn't striking 
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him blind pretty extreme. Do you suppose this is 
teaching us a lesson ? 

And what more shall I say, for the time will fail 
me if I tell of Nadab, Abihu, and Uzzah. Think of 
Uzzah who fe ll dead for touching the Ark of the 
Covenant because God had said "ye shall not touch 
anything holy lest ye die." Nadab and his brother 
were burned to death by fire from the altar because 
they offered strange fire (unauthorized fire). What 
was the big deal? It was still fire . It was still incense. 
It was still on the altar. But it was "strange" fire -
and they died. 

Saul saved Agag and the best an imals (for sacri
fice), but still had to fo rfe it the throne. He was a rebel 
against God. Why? What evil had he done? H is mo
tives were pure and his intent good, but he disobeyed 
the stern voice of God and his dynasty ended. 

M oses struck the rock w hen he was told to speak 
to it. (He had previously struck water out a rock, but 
not this time). God said "speak" and he "struck" and 
the result was that he could not do the thing he most 
wanted to do - enter the Promised Land. 

David counted the people. Jehovah had forbid
den this, and the man who was pious and devout -
a man after God's own heart - suffered. The nation 
also suffered- 2 Samuel 24: 1-15 . The people had 
been counted before (at the appointment of God) 
N umbers 26 - so why not now? Seventy thousand 
people died because David took an unlawful census. 
The lesson is that we are to obey the voice of God in 
everything - even things we may consider to be 
slight and not very important. 

This should put the matter to rest, but some raise 
objections on the grounds that Jesus taught that 
some commands are more important than other 
commands. 

By the way, to people who make such claims I 
have a stand ing invitation to send to them a copy of 
the Bible and have them mark the important com
mands in red and the unimportant ones in blue so I 
will know which is which. So far, no one has ac
cepted the offer. 

Yet, because some are confused by such reckless 
claims, I will review the passages usually offered in 
defense of the idea that all of God's commands do 
not have to be obeyed. 

In another aside, I would like for the advocates 
of big and little commands to give an exegesis of 
M atthew 7 :2 1-29. (Don' t you really think it best to 
encourage obedience to the Bible in everything). 

O h well, let's look at t he proof-texts for those 
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who claim that God can be disobeyed in anything 
with freedom from unpleasant consequences. 

1 Corinthians 15:3 says, "I delivered unto you 
first of all," which is to say, "This is the first thing I 
taught you." However, some translations (NAS, RSV, 
NIV) render the passage "as of first importance," 
which puts the passage in conflict with the teaching 
of the Bible as outlined in this essay. If "as of first 
importance" means that some of the commands of 
God are more important than other commands of 
God, then we renew the request for someone to tell 
us which is which. 

Jesus spoke of the "first and greatest command
ment" (Matt. 22:38-40). He pointed out that "the 
whole law and prophets" hang on the commands to 

love God supremely and fellowman as self. He is say
ing that the first two commands include and make 
absolutely necessary obedience to all commands of 
God. The first and second commands are inclusive of 
all the rest (See Rom. 13 :9). 

Still another consideration is given in Matthew 
5:18-19: 

22 

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and eanh 
pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass away from the law, till all things be accom· 
plished. Whosoever therefore shall break one of 
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these least commandments, and shall teach men 
so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven: 
but whosoever shall do and teach them, he shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

The Son of God taught that every jot and tittle of 
the law was of divine origin and therefore not to be 
tampered with or changed. To break even a com
mand that men in their ignorance might consider as 
least would be to bring condemnation. 

1 
Finally, in Matt 23:23-24, Jesus speaks of 

"weightier matters" of the law. "Weightier" does not 
necessarily mean greater, but can mean more diffi
cult. There are some commands of God that are 
more difficult to obey than other commands of God. 
It is not as hard to tithe mint as it is to do justice, but 
the seemingly easier commands are just as important 
as the weightier commands, and therefore Jesus said, 
"These ye ought to have done (justice, mercy, and 
faith), and not to have left the other {tithing mint, 
anise, and cumin) undone." Which is to say, Obey 
the commands that are hard for you to obey as well 
as those that are easy for you to obey because they 
are all important. 

More to follow. 
P.O. Box 690192 
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Validity of Restoration 
By Jim Lundy 

l bout two hundred years ago America was filled 
. with the cry for a return to the word of God 
and to find a way to bring unity to the pro

fessed followers of Jesus Christ. This was manifest in 
the work of men like Elias Smith and Abner Jones, 
beginning about 1790 and continuing into the next 
century. 

This appeal for unity became much more pro
nounced in the work of Alexander Campbell and 
Barton Stone whose work reached from about 1804 
and continued throughout their lives. Their efforts 
brought the realization that this concept could be 
fully accomplished through the restoration of the 
New Testament church and the end of all human de
nominations. 

This appeal swept through the country causing 
many congregations to abandon denominationalism 
and embrace the church as established by Jesus 
Christ. This growth continued until at one point 
about one in four professed Christians were a part of 
the restoration plea. There was something about this 
plea to return to the Bible and t~ the New Testament 
church that caught the hearts of frontier America, 
leading to a tremendous growth of New Testament 
Christianity. 

It is sad indeed that many today are seeking to 
undo the great work of the early pioneers by seeking 
to turn the churl into nothing more than another de
nomination. 
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Why would anyone become excited about re
turning to the "rudiments of the world" (Col. 2:8)? 
Much of the challenge today involves not only the 
need for the restoration of the church, but even the 
possibility of it's being accomplished. The principle 
of restoration requires a "pattern" given by God to 
which men not only can, but also must, conform. Let 
us look at the question - Is There a Pattern for the 
New Testament Church? 

We read in scripture that God used patterns in 
making his will known to mankind. 

"Who serve unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God 
when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the 
pattern shown the in the mount" (He b. 8 :5). 

The argument here is that Christ could not be a 
priest because of the pattern God had established. 
This reference is taken from Exodus 25:40, which 
reads as follows: '~d look that thou make then af
ter the pattern, which was showed thee in the 
mount." 

Dr. Adam Clarke, in his commentary of Exodus 
25:40, makes some very interesting comments: 

This verse should be understood as an order to 
Moses after the tabernacle, etc., had been de
scribed to him; as if he had said: 'When thou 
comest to make all things that I have already de
scribed to thee, with the other matters of which 
I shall afterwards treat, see that thou make ev
erything according to the pattern which thou 
didst see in the mount. The Septuagint has it ... 
according to the type, form or fashion, which 
was shown thee.' It appears to me that St. Paul 
had this command particularly in view when he 
gave that to his son Timothy which we find in 
the second epistle, chap. 1: 13; '[H]old fast the 
form of sound words which thou hast heard of 
me.' The tabernacle was a form of the Church of 
God; that church is built upon the foundation of 
the prophets and apostles, jesus Christ being the 
chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20-22), the doctrines, 
therefore, delivered by the prophets, jesus 
Christ, and his apostles, are essential to the con
stitution of this church. As God, therefore, gave 
the plan or form according to which the taber
nacle must be constructed, so he gives the doc
trines according to which the Christian church is 
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to be modeled; and Apostles, and subordinate 
builders, are to have and hold fast that form of 
sound words, and construct this heavenly build
ing according to that form or pattern, which has 
come through the express revelation of God. 

Surely, if such a teacher in a denominational 
body can understand the pattern concept so clearly, 
our brethren who have been exposed to the truth 
should be able to comprehend it as well. The early 
church was to continue in the "apostle's doctrine" 
(Acts 2:42), and they were instructed not to "go be
yond the things that are written" (1 Cor. 4:6). 

In its simplest form the restoration plea is a call 
for men to go back past all creeds and human 
churches to the church of the Bible and the truth of 
the gospel. This is the appeal that will excite the 
hearts of men and women to become Christians ac
cording to the teaching of God's word! 

An Example of Restoration 
There is an excellent example of restoration in God's 
dealing with the Israelites and their return from cap
tivity. In the books of Nehemiah and Ezra we learn 
of the apostasy of Israel and see their response when 
they receive the law of God. In Nehemiah 8 we learn 
that they found the book of the Law of God and it 
was read to the people. Upon hearing the word, they 
began to practice the things from the Law. Notice the 
following: 

"The people gathered themselves together ... 
and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the 
book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord com
manded to Israel, ... and he read therein, ... and 
the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
book of the Law .... Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of the people, ... all the people stood up: 
and Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. And 
all the people answered Amen, Amen ... and 
worshipped the Lord. . .. So they read in the 
book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them to understand the read
ing, ... for all the people wept, when they heard 
the words of the law, ... and on the second day ... 
they found written in the law .•. that the chil
dren of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast 
of the seventh month, ... so the people ... made 
themselves booths" {Neh. 8). 

As Israel continued the reading of the law, they 
continually began doing the things they learned 
therein, thus restoring the worship God had given 
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them through Moses in the beginning. This is one of 
the great examples of what it means to restore the 
word of God. 

Our Challenge Today 
We continually face the challenge of going "back to 
the Book" to know that we are following the will of 
God today. God's will as given in the New Testament 
has never been set aside - it remains. as God's will 
for all mankind today. Paul's argument in Hebrews 8 
concerning the replacement of the law with the 'gos
pel reinforces this truth. The law was to remain until 
the coming of a "better covenant." He argues that if 
the first covenant had been without fault, there 
would never have been a second, or new, covenant. 
To have another covenant today one must prove that 
the covenant of Jesus Christ was imperfect to accom
plish the will of God. May we always be attuned to 
the gospel of Christ, without addition or alteration, 
and may we continue to "earnestly contend for the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints" Uude 3). 
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NEA and Religion 

The Equal Employment Opportunity Commis
sion (EEOC) has ordered the National Educa
tion Association (NEA) and its state affiliates 

to stop violating the religious rights of members who 
disagree with the union's political causes. 

In a ruling made public yesterday, the federal 
agency said it would sue the nation's largest teachers 
union if it did not stop forcing teachers who catego
rized themselves as "religious objectors" to undergo 
annual written procedures so their dues would not 
fund the union's political agenda. 

Some objectors say the NENs agenda promotes 
pro-abortion, pro-homosexuality positions and poli
cies that interfere with parental rights. 

"The evidence obtained during the investigation 
establishes a violation of a federal statute has oc
curred," Michael Fetzer, EEOC's district director, 
wrote in a May 13 letter to the NEA. 

Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
union officials may not force any employee to finan
cially support a union if doin~f so violates the 
employee's sincerely held religious beliefs. The law 
allows union members to donate their fees to chari
ties of their choice if supporting the unions violates 
their religious beliefs. 

The union's policy was designed to harass teachers 
of all faiths, attorneys representing the objectors said. 

"The NEA union's illegal scheme is intended to 
force teachers of faith to shut up and pay up," said 
Stefan Gleason, vice president of the National Right 
to Work Legal Defense Foundation, a ·virginia-based 
nonprofit group that represented the objectors. 

"The EEOC's action further underscores that the 
nation's largest teacher union is systematically perse
cuting people of faith," Mr. Gleason said. 

NEA officials said yesterday they could not com
ment on the ruling because they had not seen a copy of 
it. "We are awaiting the letter," said Kathleen Lyons, a 
spokesw9man for the NEA. "We will be able to com
ment on it after we receive it and review it." 

In their complaint to the EEOC, the attorneys 
for the objecting teachers argued that the union's na
tionwide policy unlawfully placed an undue burden 
on teachers and that teachers should be able to file 
one-time objections to forced union dues. 

The charges stemmed from a case in Ohio, where 
a high school teacher filed a complaint with the EEOC 

against the Ohio Education Association in 2000, after 
union officials there rebuffed the teacher's long
standing objection over his dues during the 1999-
2000 school year. 

Dennis Robey, a member of the Church of God, 
made his religious objections public to union officials 
in 1995 and said he wanted his dues to go to Habitat 
for Humanity. Dues in Ohio are about $400. 

After 1999, union officials began demanding that 
Mr. Robey fill out a lengthy form each year in which 
he must describe in detail his religious views .. 

On the form, union officials asked what Mr. 
Robey called "probing personal questions" about his 
relationship with God and his religious affiliation. 
They also required him to obtain a signature from a 
religious official attesting to the validity of his beliefs. 

The EEOC said its investigation found an "un
necessary delay" in the Ohio Education Association's 
response to teachers who had asked that they be cat
egorized as religious objectors early last year. The 
commission said that even though the Ohio Educa
tion Association complied with teachers' requests, it 
took the local union up to nine months to process. 
"The amount of time it took the union to accommo
date teachers was unreasonable," Mr. Fetzer wrote. 

The agency also concluded that the union's re
quirement that objectors submit annual written state
ments was burdensome. 

"Once an individual is on the record that he/she 
objects to paying fair share fee and has designated an 
agreed upon charity to which his/her portion of the 
fair share will be donated, he/she should not be re
quired to reiterate the objection on an annual basis," 
Mr. Fetzer wrote. 

The EEOC has given the NEA and its affiliates 
time to eliminate the annual procedure. If the NEA 
does not, the EEOC will seek to resolve the issue in 
court. 

Daniel Cronin, director of the National Right to 
Work Legal Defense Foundation's legal information 
department, said the foundation receives about 100 
reports each year from teachers who have complaints 
about the NENs policies regarding religious objectors. 

"This hopefully will make life easier for these 
teachers," Mr. Cronin said (The Washington Times, 
May 21, 2002). 
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Potpourri ••. 

I s an introduction to this month's potpourri, 
we repeat and adapt a statement about short
sightedness. We do this because the terse com

ments should inspire us to needed introspection 
(Luke 18:9). 

Moral myopia is a regrettably common disease 
that is characterized by: 

Infantile narcissism, which assumes that every
one is like us. 

Stubborn refusal to see evil, much less to con
front and combat it. 

Smug self-righteousness, which confuses good in
tentions with good actions. 

Complacent egotism, which allows us to blunder 
into danger with a false sense of security, as though 
we were g<?ing around with halos that others could 
see. 

Snobbish elitism, which induces us to feel supe
rior to our fellow citizens, and even to identify with 
the enemies of God. 

Obstinate closed-mindedness, which prevents us 
from learning from experience, our own or others. 

Dangerous nai"vete, which permits us to ignore 
the possible harm we may do, and then to forgive 
ourselves after we have done it. 

Hardeman's 
Tabernacle Sermons 

by N. B. Hardeman 
These biblical, eloquent, powerful sermons were 
delivered at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, 
Tenn., 1923-1928. Brother Hardeman preached 
sermons that caused the church to grow and 
prosper. The church today is sorely in need of this 
kind of preaching. A study of these sermons will 
benefit Christians, old and young alike. These 
volumes belong in the library of every preacher. 

Volumes 1, 2, 3 • hardback 
Volumes 4, 5 • paperback 

$12.95 each 
$3.50 s&h for one volume • $4.25 for 2 volumes 
$5.75 for 5 volumes • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

26 August 2002 
Firm Foundation 

It is, as the ancients said, hard to "know thyself." 
It is easy to see faults in others but almost impossi~le 
to see the same faults in ourselves. In this connec
tion, I remember the words of J. Porter Wilhite, a 
lovable gospel preacher of the previous generati~n, 
who often said, "I know how people are, I used to be 
one of' 'em." 

He was not kidding. 
So, here we go ... 

Abortion 
fl Dr. Theresa Burke's latest book on post-abor

tion therapy, "Forbidden Grief: The Unspoken Pain 
of Abortion," is endorsed by the great enemy of the 
feminist agenda, Dr. Laura Schlessinger. 

Burke concurs with Dr. Laura that the feminist 
movement has brought us deep psychological prob
lems, especially the abortion culture, because "if you 
examine the women's movement you can see that 
many of the women who laid the groundwork were 
women traumatized by their own abortions. They 
believed that legalizing abortion would take away 
the trauma." 

Instead, as Dr. Burke shows, they created 
trauma, which brought us the nightmare cultUre. 

She applies psychology to cure this trauma, but 
says that the abortion trauma can only be completely 
healed if one asks for and receives God's mercy. ~f 
the grief of abortion is not healed, then the world 
becomes a Freddy Krueger-like nightmare. Burke 
maintains that the horror icons of the Uni.ted States 
such as Freddy Krueger and the "evil child movies" 
are symbols of a culture running away from its guilt 
(NewsMax.com, Fred Martinez, May 6, 2002). 

Child lapisf fo Pose Nude 
flMONTESANO, Washington (AP) - A 35-

year-old woman accused of having sex with a 14-
year-old boy has been ordered by a judge to pose 
nude for evidence photos sought by the prosecution. 

Prosecutors said their case against Dewanna 
Granberg, who is charged with third-degree child 
rape, will be strengthened if the boy's description of 
her physical characteristics is confirmed by the pho
tos. 



Granberg, who was arrested in January, denies the 
allegations. Her lawyers argued that a search warrant 
demanding Granberg pose nude for police photogra
phers was an invasion of their client's privacy. 

But Superior Court Judge Mark McCauley said 
that the photos may prove to be "fruitful evidence." 
Whether the boy can identify telling things about 
Granberg's body could be a "crucial" element in the 

· 2as:e, 'tile judge said. 
McCauley specified that Granberg's face not be 

visible in the photos and that only the prosecution 
and defense can have access to them. 

Alternative to Girl Scouts 
OThe Girl Scouts of America, 3.7 million strong, 

have in recent years made the use of the word God 
optional in the Girl Scout Promise and have adopted 
a neutral stance toward homosexuality, unlike the 
Boy Scouts of America, a group that bars homosexu
als from serving as scout leaders. 

Convinced that the Girl Scouts no longer re
flected traditional values, Patti Garibay of Cincinnati 
in 1995 developed an alternative organization, the 
American Heritage Girls. The group started with 
only 100 girls from the Cincinnati area, including 
surrounding areas in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana, 
but today has swelled to 1,200 members. 

Now, the American Heritage Girls are looking to 
expand nationwide and have already staked a claim 
in Santa Rosa, Calif., and Abilene, Kan. 

Garibay said she was motivated to leave the Girl 
Scout organization when the group decided it would 
take no position on homosexuality. 

"That was a red flag for myself, because I had 
· been a Girl Scout leader for 13 years, and was very 
· involved," Garibay said. '1\.s a Christian woman, I 
· was saying, 'Boy what is going on here? This doesn't 
. sound right."' 
· Garibay said she and some other parents began 
to investigate the other changes that officials from 
the Girl Scouts of America were pushing. 

"We realized in 1995 that we weren't going to be 
able to change much with our local council, much 
less with our national council, so it was time to start 
something new," Garibay said. 

Among the first decisions made by Garibay and 
other organizers of the American Heritage Girls was 
to create a Christian-inspired oath for the girls: "I 
promise to love God, Cherish my family, Honor my 

. country, and Serve in my community." 
Garibay, who is not afraid to promote values, 

said, "Religious faith is essential to te~ching the girls 
about values." 

"We are based on Judea-Christian values," 
Garibay said. 

When asked whether the group is open to taking 
money from the government or organizations such 
as United Way, Garibay said: "No. And it's not easy 
not doing that." 

"That would defeat our purposes if we did, be
cause we would be tied to non-belief systems," she 
said. 

Garibay said the American Heritage Girls are 
much like the Girl Scouts, in that girls work toward 
merit badges, have ranks and do service projects. 
Many American Heritage Girl activities are out
doors, to teach the girls outdoor survival skills such 
as horseback riding, canoeing and the building of 
campfires. 

But American Heritage Girls are also taught tra
ditionally feminine skills, such as sewing, cooking 
and laundry. 

"Yes, we do say these are skills you are going to 
need, ladies, and you might as well learn them," 
Garibay said. "We believe the girls should be happy 
in whatever choice they make in life, and that home
making is just as honorable a profession as being a 
lawyer. 

"We are certainly not putting chains on these 
girls, saying this is all you can do," she said. 

In July of 2001, Alexus Ranniar, a spokeswoman 
with the Girl Scouts of America, said that in some ar
eas of the country, depending on community norms, 
the scouts "may offer educational workshops on top
ics in human sexuality." Those topics "are discussed 
from an informative, rather than an advocacy view," 
Ranniar said. 

However, because Garibay believes it is the par
ents' responsibility to discuss sexual matters with 
their children, her organization does not address 
such issues, with the exception of helping girls un
derstand Christian, abstinence programs. 

"We don't believe that you teach people about 
sexual function without morality," Garibay said. 

"We believe that it is important to have a moral 
foundation when you are doing character building 
with kids, and that is where we are concerned that 
the Girl Scouts have fallen away to moral relativ
ism," Garibay said. "There is no foundational belief 
that says it is right or wrong. 

"We have an emphasis on service, but also on im
portance of a spiritual belief, of religion in your life, 
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or the importance of family, and the importance of 
honoring and serving your country," she said. 

Ellen Christie Ach, a spokeswoman with the Girl 
Scouts of America, refused to comment about the 
American Heritage Girls or the policy differences be
tween the two groups (Jason Pierce, CNSNews.com, 
May 4, 2002). 

Pro-family Day AI Fbe U.N. 
Olt's hard to believe, but the United Nations 

found itself allied with pro-family forces across the 
globe Tuesday. The U.N. gave the back of its hand to 
the global homosexual lobby, and the U.S. refused to 
approve redefining the traditional meaning of "fam
ily" to include same-sex "marriages" and other such 
aberrations. 

Incredibly, the U.S. was on the losing side in the 
homosexual issue. 

"Altogether, it was a pretty pro-family day," said 
Austin Rus~, who heads Catholic Family and Human 
Rights Institute in New York, a conservative organi
zation that monitors U.N. activities. 
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In the first of two pro-family votes, the U.N. 
turned down a demand from International Lesbian 
and Gay Association (ILGA) that it be re-admitted as 
a consultant nongovernmental organization. 

ries to NAMBLA1 
OAccording ~9 the Washington Times, by a 29-17 

vote with seven abstentions, the U.N. Economic and 
Social Council upheld a committee report rejecting 
demand from ILGA on the grounds that the Brussels
based lobby, with 3 00 member groups in 7 6 countries, 
did not document that it had purged pedophile groups 
such as North American Man/Boy Love Association. 

The Times reported that the U.S. delegation re
mained silent during the debate over ILGA and voted 
on the losing side in a procedural vote to send the 
homosexual lobby's application back to the nongov
ernmental organizations committee for further inves
tigation. 

The Times noted that Richard Williams, a U.S. 
delegate to the committee, had argued in January to 
approve the group's application, saying that the ILGA 
was helpful in the fight against HIV and All)~. 

U.S. representatives said they believed it was nec
essary to further investigate ILG.Ns claims that it had 
purged groups that condone and promote sexual rela
tions between adults and children, observers re
ported. 

But Ishtiag H. Anrabi, a delegate from Pakistan, 
told the Times he thought the move .by France and 
Germany to send the matter back to committee was 
merely a "delaying tactic" to buy another chance for 
ILGA, which otherwise must wait three years to reap
ply. 

Anrabi noted that for more than a year, ILGA has 
refused to provide documentation or allow review of 
its membership list to demonstrate it has expelled 
pedophile groups. 

Kursad Kahramanoglu, ILG.Ns co-secretary-gen
eral, said the group had refused to divulge its mem
ber affiliates because of "homophobia" that might 
endanger them throughout the world. "One of 
ILG.Ns aims is to help these people, not to jeopardize 
their security," he said. 

Family, in Its Various forms 
0 In a second victory for pro-family forces, dur

ing informal negotiations on the major document for 
a U.N. Child Summit at th~ General Assembly next 
week, the U.S. moved to block a redefinition of 
"family" to include unmarried cohabiting couples 
and homosexual pairs. 



The Times' George Archibald reported that the 
U.S. delegation announced that it opposed broaden
ing the United Nations' definition of family, in place 
since 199 5, to "the family, in its various forms" (Phil 
Brennan, NewsMax.com, May 2, 2002). 

Homosexual Indoctrinators Infiltrate Schools 
{~::WASHINGTON - Homosexual activism m 

schools now includes efforts to re-educate school
children into accepting, advocating and experiment
ing in homosexual behavior, a coalition of family 
groups said at a Capitol Hill seminar Monday. 

Robert Knight, director of the Culture and Fam
ily Institute, which sponsored "From Tolerance to 
Forced Acceptance," cited the Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Nerwork (GLSEN), a national or
ganization of more than 1,200 educators, as seeking 
to promote homosexuality in schools "under any 
guise that works." 

Knight criticized the National Education Asso
ciation, a teachers' union of 2 million members, for 
adopting "an openly pro-homosexual stance." 

Much of the sex education in public schools is 
based on discredited studies by sex researcher Alfred 
Kinsey, who said confining sex to marriage is an old
fashioned taboo that society had best do without if 
people were to enjoy mental health, Knight said. 

"Homosexual activists have seized upon the 
Kinsey view of sex, and they realize that it would be 
a hard sell to the American public, so instead they 
began a 'Safe Schools Campaign,"' he added. 

Under this program, teachers idemify children 
who are abused in schools because they are per
ceived to be homosexual, affi rm these childre n 
in their homosexual ity so as to raise their self-es
teem, and teach the other children that homo
sexuality is OK, Knight said (Lawrence 
M c:zctm,CNSNews.com, May 8, 2002 ). 

Preference to Homosexual Students 
{~iA growing number of U.S. colleges are actively 

recruiting homosexual students as part of their ef
forts to build "diverse freshman classes," the Boston 
Globe reported Tuesday. 

According to the newspaper, college admissions 
officers believe students who go through admitting 
their homosexuality in high school develop self-con
fidence, leadership abilities, cultural awareness and 
other characteristics that colleges want. 

The Globe quoted Judith Brown, director of Les
bian Gay Bisexual Transgender Center at Tufts Un i
versity near Boston: "Schools are inviting these stu
dents because they question the norms . .. . They 

make people question thei r own assumpt ions, and 
that's a key to learning and growing as people." 

The article mentions that Harvard, Yale, Brown 
and about 40 other colleges sent representatives to 
Boston on Saturday for the nation's firs t college fair 
for homosexual high school students (CNSNews, 
May 22, 2002) 

Itinerary 
{9iThe liberal agenda includes world government 

(which will tolerate little to no U.S. interference), a 
world military (which will enter the U.S. at whim to 

quell a disturbance), a world court (which will im
pose law without U.S. Constitutional protections), 
world taxes (which will seize our money to redistrib
ute to Third-World countries), and a world religion 
(Gaia be praised). 

Mother Impregnates Daughter 
\9iAKRON, Ohio (AP)- A woman who helped 

her husband impregnate her 16-year-old daughter 
with a syringe of his semen was sentenced Tuesday to 
three years in prison. 

Narda Goff, 43, was convicted in a non-jury trial 
in March of child endangering and complicity to 
commit sexual battery. She could have gotten 10 
years behind bars. 

Her 40-year-old husband, John Goff - the girl's 
stepfathe r - has been charged with rape and sexual 
battery and is awaiting trial. 

Paternity tests confirmed that Goff fathered his 
stepdaughter's baby. The boy, born in 1999, is in fos
ter care. 
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Asked ~f she wanted to make a statement, Mrs. 
Goff broke down in tears. "Just that I'm sorry," she 
said in a barely audible voice. 

Mrs. Goff's attorney had argued that the daugh
ter willingly allowed the insemination to fulfill Mrs. 
Goff's wish to give her husband a child. Mrs. Goff 
had had a hysterectomy. 

The daughter testified that her stepfather, an 
auxiliary police officer and former Marine, threat
ened to kill her mother if she did not agree to be
come pregnant Uoe Milicia, Associated Press). 

Omaha World-Herald 
$WOODBINE, Iowa- Woodbine High School 

was the center of attention Sunday over whether 
"The Lord's Prayer" would find its way into its 
graduation ceremony. 

In the end, the song didn't. 
School officials, graduates and the community 

abided by a federal judge's decision to ban the song 
following a lawsuit by two sophomore choir mem
bers from an atheist family. 

In his ruling over "The Lord's Prayer," U.S. Dis
trict Judge Charles Wolle said school officials delib
erately erased parts of a tape in which the school 
board allegedly talked about Woodbine being a 
Christian community as a reason to sing the song. 

Pryor, a school board member, told graduates to 
read the U.S. dollar bill, telling them the value of a 
dollar is important. He read some of the words on a 
dollar bill without saying "In God We Trust." That 
drew chuckles. 

Presbyterian Gays in Ministry 
OThe issue of gays in the priesthood now ignit

ing furious dispute in Catholic dioceses in the U.S. is 
spilling over into the ranks of other Christian de
nominations with a row between two Ohio Presbyte
rian churches threatening to reach the national level. 

According to the Cincinnati Enquirer,s Richelle 
Thompson, a local congregation has asked the 
church's area leadership to force another Presbyte
rian church either to stop ordaining gays and lesbi
ans for lay ministry, or get out of the denomination. 

The Madeira-Silverwood Presbyterian Church 
filed an official protest called an "overture" with the 
Presbytery of Cincinnati, asking the ruling body to 
make Mount Auburn Presbyterian Church clergy and 
lay leaders follow church law or renounce member
ship, the Enquirer reported. 

The overture is due to be heard by the 220 to 
240 voting members of the Presbytery of Cincinnati, 
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which represents 83 churches and 22,000 adult 
members across the three state area it covers. 

The Cincinnati Presbytery could accept or deny 
either church's overture, make amendments or form 
an administrative commission to further investigate. 
Whatever they do, their decision is expected to even
tually end up on the church's national level - the 
Office of the General Assembly in Louisville, Ky. 

The Mount Auburn congregation argues that in
cluding homosexuals in ministry is in line with Jesus' 
teachings and that Presbyterian law also allows 
church members to follow their conscience. 

The Enquirer reported that the Mount Auburn 
Presbyterian church began ordaining gays and lesbi
ans in 1991. The church conducts same-sex union 
services and, according to the Enquirer, it is one of 
the most vocal congregations in the country in sup
port of the inclusion of homosexuals in ministry. 

About two-fifths of its elders and deacons are ho
mosexual, a reflection of the 275-member church, 
the Rev. Stephen Van Kuiken told the Enquirer. 

"What we're doing is protecting the precious 
legacy of the Presbyterian church - the legacy of the 
freedom and liberty to interpret the Bible," he says. 

The issue is defiance of church law says the Rev. 
Tom Sweets of the protesting Madeira-Silverwood 
Presbyterian Church. 

"The issue is, "Do we live by this constitution or 
not?'" 

His 900-member church is not closed to homo
sexuals, he added. "We will not call something right, 
which the Bible calls sin," the Rev. Mr. Sweets told 
the Enquirer. "The whole point of the church is that 
we're people caught up in sin, and we need help. 
And that help comes through Christ." 

Thompson noted that the controversy is the first 
such test of the denomination's constitution since an 
amendment failed earlier this year that would have 
allowed the ordination of gays and lesbians as dea
cons and elders (NewsMax.com, May 4, 2002 ). 

Proposed Amendment 
$WASHINGTON - A constitutional amend

ment declaring that marriage "shall consist only of 
the union of a man and a woman" is to be intro
duced in Congress today (May 15, 2002), according 
to the organization that drafted it. 

"A half-dozen members of the House - three 
Democrats, three Republicans - are co-sponsoring 
the amendmen~," Matthew Daniels, executive direc
tor of Alliance for Marriage, told UPI on Tuesday. 



"Gays and lesbians have the right to live as they 
chose. But they don't have the right to redefine mar
riage for our entire society," Daniels said. 

Opposing groups, including American Civil Lib
erties Union, said the amendment would invali
date "domestic partnership" laws in eight states and 
more than 100 cities designed to extend protections 
to unmarried couples whether they are gay or 
straight. 

The amendment would quash, for example, local 
laws that might allow a close friend to oppose an au
topsy because of a deceased person's religious be
liefs, according to ACLU. 

The amendment might undermine state adoption 
laws and bar state and local governments from ex
tending health care benefits to domestic partners, 
opponents said. 

To become law, the amendment would have to 
win two-thirds majorities of both houses of Congress 
and then be ratified by three-fourths of state legisla
tures. 

Professors Mary Ann Glendon of Harvard Law 
School and Robert George of Princeton University 
have co-written the text of the Federal Marriage 
Amendment, which reads: 

Marriage in the United States shall consist only 
of the Union of a man and a woman. Neither 
this constitution nor the constitution of any 
state, nor state or federal law, shall be construed 
to required that marital status or the legal inci
dents thereof be conferred upon unmarried 
couples or groups (NewsMax.com Wires, May 
15, 2002). 

Racial Preferences 
t9>CINCINNATI- A federal appeals court Tues

day upheld the University of Michigan Law School's 
admissions policy that discriminates against whites. 

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, in a 5-4 
decision, reversed a lower court's ruling that found 
the school's policy unconstitutional. It claimed the 
university's system of racial preferences did not 
amount to a quota. 

The court wrote: 
Race and ethnicity, along with a range of other 
factors, are potential 'plus' factors in a particular 
applicants file, but they do not insulate an un
der-represented minority applicant from compe
tition or act to foreclose competition from non
minority applicants. 

As part of its policy of evaluating each applicant 
individually, the Law School's officials read each ap
plication and factor all of the accompanying infor
mation into their decision. The Law School ... at-

tends to the numbers and distribution of under
represented minority applicants in an effort to en
sure all of its students obtain the benefits ·of an ac.a
demically diverse student body. 

Race is one of a number of factors the University 
of Michigan says it uses in admissions. The univer
sity received 24,511 applications this year but could 
admit only 5,300 to its fall freshman class. The law 
school received 5,256 applications for 350 seats 
(NewsMax.com Wires, May 15, 2002). 

Talking Sex 
t9iThe United States House of Representatives 

passed its version of the welfare-reform reauthoriza
tion bill. Anyone who has paid a measurable amount 
of attention to the welfare-reform debate knows 
there is nothing startling in the bill. Yet, liberals are 
proving themselves mighty contentious - and ri
diculous to boot. 

One proposal that has drawn unfair ridicule, is 
the sex-education provision. That measure, which is 
about as straightforward as sex-education programs 
come, offers states $50 million a year to teach absti
nence as the way to avoid not merely pregnancy -
but promiscuity, unwanted pregnancies, sexually 
transmitted diseases, and the ever-deadly AIDS. 

Reasonable parents and grandparents welcome 
such a policy. After all, there are no suppositions 
with abstinence. As President Bush said recently, "It 
works every time." 

Yet, to hear the rantings of liberals like Richard 
Cohen of The Washington Post, one could easily be
lieve that he and his like-minded, obstinate buddies 
can't stand the thought of a girl (or boy) just saying 
no. "The [abstinence-only] program persists despite 
no evidence that it works and in the face of some evi
dence that it does not." He goes on to characterize 
"chastity until marriage" as "sanctimonious non
sense," and suggests that promoting chasteness is a 
"totalitarian concept" that amounts, "truly, to abuse 
of power." 

To the contrary, some sex-ed programs intended 
to reduce teen promiscuity have actually created the 
opposite results. For example, according to AIDS Vi
rus Education and Research Trust, or AVERT, which 
is based in England, one high school program in 
California called Reducing the Risk resulted in a 
greater proportion of students remaining abstinent, 
while a program targeting black teens in Atlanta pro
motes promiscuity by increasing "contraceptive use 
among sexually experienced females." 
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Parents know the more leeway teens are granted, 
the more risks they take. The fact remains that absti
nence is the only sure-fire way to go (The Washington 
Times, May 22, 2002). 

Act Gay or llunk 
OA class at Lakeland Community College in 

Ohio was forced to wear a pink triangle for a day to 
symbolize homosexual "pride." A student who ob
jected faced expulsion. 

One student said, "It's a moral issue I have." 
He told News Channel 5 in Cleveland this week. 

"I pay tuition to come to this school. I shouldn't 
have to defend my moral issues." 

So the student, not identified by the station, went 
to the taxpayer-supported educrat in charge of the 
class on criminal justice. "I asked, 'What if a student 
were to feel uncomfortable with this - would there 
be an alternate. assignment?' She said no." 

An honors student, he got an "F" and was going 
to be expelled. 

Only when the TV station intervened did the 
publicity make the educrats back off. The "teacher" 
apologized and waived the ridiculous assignment. 

"I was thrilled," the student's mother told News 
Channel 5. "Here's a young man who stood up for 
himself, and it worked." 

And the arrogant left-wing thought police who 
are ruining America's government schools still can't 
understand why people want school choice 
(NewsMax.com, May 10, 2002). 

Judge Orders Ten Commandments Removed 
OCHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (AP) - A federal 

judge on Friday ordered the removal of the Ten 
Commandments at two municipal buildings, ruling 
that their display violates the constitutional separa
tion of church and state. 

U.S. District Judge Allan Edgar ordered there
moval of the Ten Commandments at the Hamilton 
County Courthouse and City Courts Building. The 
commandments are on engraved plaques shaped like 
a stone tablet. 

However, Edgar said the Ten Commandments 
display can remain at Hamilton County's Juvenile 
Court Building because the plaintiffs, the Tennessee 
chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, did 
not have the right to challenge the posting there. 

Edgar said none of the plaintiffs do business at 
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the Juvenile Court so have not "endured unwelcome 
contact" with the display there. 

The ACLU and several Hamilton County resi
dents had sued, claiming the displays violate religious 
freedom and are "divisive to religious diversity." 

Cross-Dressing on Capitol Hill 
flWith Congress about to be lobbied to sign a 

pledge its members will allow cross-dressing in their 
offices, Concerned Women of America (CWA) is 
warning members not to put their signatures on the 
dotted line or have their constituents told their rep
resentatives think it's OK if their male staffers wear 
dresses and women employees dress like men. 

In a memo sent to all members of Congress, 
CWNs Vice President for Government Relations 
Michael Schwartz warned members that the Gender 
PAC (Gender Public Advocacy Coalition), a lobbying 
group for transsexuals and transvestites, will be visit
ing Capitol Hill and telling members, "We are seek
ing a written commitment that your office, in con
nection with the terms of employment, will not dis
criminate based on an individual's gender expression 
or identity." 

Signing this pledge, CWA said, will commit con
gressmen to hiring and retaining in their offices 
transvestites (persons who dress as if they were 
members of the opposite sex) and transsexuals 
(people who undergo surgical mutilation in order to 
act out a role as a member of the opposite sex). 

Wrote Schwartz, "Ultimately, your signature on 
this pledge will be used to advance the legislative 
goal of requiring all employers to hire and retain 
transvestites and transsexuals or face lawsuits for 
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employment discrimination. 
"This is not the way to healing and health for 

troubled individuals. Creating new 'rights' for those 
trapped in disordered behavior serves to discourage 
them from seeking the help they need," said 
Schwartz. 

CWA, the nation's largest public policy women's 
organization, warned that they will monitor the 
pledge signing and will publicize congressmen's deci
sions to their constituents (NewsMax.com, May 21, 
2002). 

U.N. Sex Book 
OA pro-abortion book distributed at the current 

United Nations Child Summit endorses sexual grati
fication with children and other non-consenting per
sons, and ~ven suggests that animals and inanimate 
objects are appropriate subjects for human "sexual 
response." 

The UNICEF-funded book, aimed at mothers 
and teenagers, was given to delegates from Latin 
America. It promotes sexual activity. and abortion 
among teens - and includes the following passage: 

Situations in which you can obtain sexual plea
sure: 1. Masturbation. 2. Sexual relations with a 
partner - whether heterosexual, homosexual, 
or bisexual. 3. A sexual response that is directed 
toward inanimate objects, animals, minors, non
consenting persons. 

The sex book was distributed by the Mexican 
government with U.N. funding, the New York Times 
said. 

United Nations spokesman Alfred Ironside de
fended the publication. 

Ironside said that the book was "intended as a 
training manual for people working with adolescent 
women to prevent teen pregnancy" and noted that it 
carried a disclaimer that explained "the views of the 
writers do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
United Nations." 

Still, the controversial material has forced the 
U.N. to halt the book's distribution: 

"A very small number (of books) were produced 
- fewer than a thousand," Ironside told the Times. 
"It was pulled out of circulation when the content 
was more carefully reviewed" (NewsMax.com, May 
10, 2002). 

HHp:/ /Www.Fcc.Gov/Eb/Broadcast/Obscind.Html 

It is a violation of federal law to broadcast obscene 
or indecent programming. The prohibition is 
set forth at Title 18 United States Code, Section 

1464 (18 U.S.C. § 1464). Congress has given the 
Federal Communications Commission the responsi
bility for administratively enforcing 18 U.S.C. § 
1464. In doing so, the Commission may issue a 
warning, impose a monetary forfeiture or revoke a 
station license for the broadcast of obscene or inde
cent material. The statutory prohibition against inde
cency does not apply to programming aired on cable
only channels. See e.g., United States v. Playboy En
tertainment Group, Inc., 529 U.S. 803 (2000). 
Moreover, the Commission does not have jurisdic
tion over indecency on the Internet. 

o•scene Broadcasts Prohl.lted at All nmes 
Obscene speech is not protected by the First Amend
ment and cannot be broadcast at any time. To be ob
scene, material must meet a three-prong test: (1) an 
average person, applying contemporary community 
standards, must find that the material, as a whole, 

appeals to the prurient interest; (2) the material must 
depict or describe, in a patently offensive way, sexual 
conduct specifically defined by applicable law; and 
(3) the material, taken as a whole, must lack serious 
literary, artistic, political, or scientific value. See 
Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973 ). 

Indecent Broadcasts Restricted to I 0 RM. • 6 A.M. 
The Commission has defined broadcast indecency as 
language or material that, in context, depicts or de
scribes, in terms patently offensive as measured by 
contemporary community standards for the broad
cast medium, sexual or excretory organs or activities. 
In applying the "community standards for the broad
cast medium" criterion, the Commission has stated, 
"The determination as to whether certain program
ming is patently offensive is not a local one and does 
not encompass any particular geographic area. 
Rather, the standard is that of an average broadcast 
viewer or listener and not the sensibilities of any in
dividual complainant." Indecent progr~mming con
tains sexual or excretory references that do not rise 
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to the level of obscenity. As such, the courts have 
held that indecent material is protected by the First 
Amendment and cannot be banned entirely. It may, 
however, be restricted in order to avoid its broadcast 
during times of day when there is a reasonable risk 
that children may be in the audience. 

Consistent with a subsequent statute and federal 
court decisions interpreting the indecency statute, 
the Commission adopted a rule ( 4 7 C.F.R. § 
73.3999) pursuant to which broadcasts - both on 
television and radio - that fit within the definition 
of indecency and that are aired between 6:00 a.m. 
and 10:00 p.m. are subject to indecency enforcement 
action. 

Enforcement Procedures and Filing Complaints 
Enforcement actions in this area are based on docu
mented complaints of indecent or obscene broadcast
ing received from the public. The Commission's staff 
reviews each complaint to determine whether it al
leges information sufficient to suggest that a viola
tion of the obscenity or indecency prohibition has 
occurred. If it appears that a violation may have oc
curred, the staff will commence an investigation by 
sending a letter of inquiry to the broadcast station. If 
the complaint does not contain information suffi
cient to ascertain that a violation may have occurred, 
the complaint will be dismissed. In such a case, the 
complainant has the option of re-filing the complaint 
with additional information, filing a petition for re
consideration of the staff action, or filing an applica
tion for review (appeal) to the full Commission. If 
the facts and information contained in a complaint 
suggest that a violation did not occur, then the com
plaint will be denied. In that situation, the complain
ant has the option of filing a petition for reconsidera
tion of the staff action or an application for review 
(appeal) to the full Commission. 

In making indecency determinations, context is 
key! The Commission staff must analyze what was 
actually said during the allegeJ broadcast, the mean
ing of what was said and the context in which it was 
stated. Accordingly, the Commission asks complain
ants to provide the following information: 

• Information regarding the details of what was 
actually said (or depicted) during the allegedly inde
cent or obscene broadcast. There is flexibility in how 
a complainant may provide this information. A com
plainant may submit a significant excerpt of the pro
gram describing what was actually said (or depicted) 
or a full or partial tape or transcript of the material. 

3 4 ~i~~~ound;~~~ 

In whatever form the complainant decides to provide 
the information, it must be sufficiently detailed such 
that the Commission can determine the words and 
language actually used during the broadcast and the 
context of those words or language. Subject matter 
alone is not a determining factor of whether material 
is obscene or indecent. Thus, for example, stating 
only that the broadcast station "discussed sex" or 
had a "disgusting discussion of sex" during a pro
gram is not sufficient. Moreover, the use of specific, 
isolated words is not determinative of whether mate
rial is indecent. Consequently, listing, for example, 
only isolated words spoken by a radio announcer, 
without more, is not enough information upon 
which the Commission staff will initiate an investiga
tion. General descriptions without a detailed expla
nation of what was actually stated (or depicted) are 
generally not sufficient. 

• The date and time of the broadcast. Under the 
Communications Act of 1934, if the Commission as
sesses a monetary forfeiture against a broadcast sta
tion for violation of a rule, it must specify the date 
the violation occurred. Accordingly, it is important 
that complainants provide the date the material in 
question was broadcast. Moreover, under statutory 
and judicial case law, a broadcaster's right to air in
decent speech is protected between the hours of 10 
p.m. and 6 a.m. Consequently, the Commission must 
know the time of day that the material was broad
cast. 

• The call sign of the station involved. The 
Commission's obscenity/indecency enforcement pro
gram is directed at individual broadcast station lic
ensees and not an individual radio announcer, the 
music industry or a specific music performer. Ac
cordingly, the Commission staff must know the call 
sign of the station that aired the material. It is not 
enough, for example, to name the radio announcer 
who made the on-air statement. 

Documented complaints as discussed above 
should be directed to the Federal Communications 
Commission, Enforcement Bureau, Investigations & 
Hearing Division, 445 12th Street, S.W., Washing
ton, D.C. 20554. Any documentation of the pro
gramming, of necessity, becomes part of the 
Commission's records and cannot be returned. FF 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: A learned and respected brother made 
a false statement about another brother before a 

large crowd at a lectureship. The crowd was stricken 
with awe, fo r the bro ther was charged with a very se
rious statement. I had heard a cassette tape of the ab
se nt brother 's address, and it was very d ifferent from 
what was charged. I spoke to the one w ho made the 
charge, but to no avail. I believe this is a serious sin. 
What is your perception ? 

Response: Assuming the fac ts are as stated, the 
questioner 's assessment is corr ect. W hat is de

scribed is slander, bea ring fa lse witness, making fa lse 
accusations. T hese are indeed serious sins. 

Slander is included among the worst kinds of 
rep robate conduct (Ro m. 1 :28 -32). Bearing fa lse 
witness breaks the ninth of the o riginal ten com
ma ndments (Ex . 20 : 16) as well as the New Testa
ment law of love (Rom. 13 :8-1 0). Making fa lse accu
sations vio lates the strictures against lying (Eph. 
4 :25) . It is contrary to the golden rule (Matt. 7:12) . 
Required Christi an virtues, such as honesty, integri ty, 
and love of neighbor, are shown to be absent by such 
action. 

The perpetrator makes himse lf appear to be a 
paragon of uprightness and doctrinal puri ty, even as 
he sins! 

The question as cited above is distilled out of a 
lengthy let ter. T he letter goes into detail about the 
incident referred to, and relates additional attempts 
made by the questioner to secure a correction. T here 
are, however, no names named, and no indication of 
what specifically was charged, nor of how what the 
absent brother actually said differed fro m what was 
charged. 

The scenario described, however, is one that oc
curs. I have observed similar situations myself. 

Ce rtainly, th ere are occasions where things have 
been said in public fo rums, or wri tten and wide ly 
d issemi nated, which need to be responded to pub
licly. 

Neither the questioner nor I deny the propriety 

of properly doing that. 
In situations li ke the one here described, how

ever, quotes are taken out of context, or commentary 
is added by the one quoting that suggests an entirely 
d ifferent meani ng than what was intended. Accusa
tions are made and exposure attempted on the basis 
of presumption, hearsay, or outright misrepresenta
tion. 

Usually, the audience does not know the facts, 
and takes the speaker's word and assessment as true. 

H ow may speakers or writers avoid making such 
false charges, and how may hearers or readers guard 
against being mislead by such misstatements? 

Christians generally, and preachers and writers in 
particular, certainly know that slander and false ac
cusations are wrong. Some are probably just mean
spirited enough to make them anyway, but, in most 
cases, it is probably un intentional. 
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Some are so aware of problems and dangers in 
the church that they have programmed their mind to 
expect them. The real problems are bad enough, but 
some exaggerate them, and their scope. So it be
comes easy to believe anything that confirms a pre
conceived idea that "nearly everyone these days is 
unsound." 

Some have a one-sided view of things, and when 
the other side of a biblical equation is emphasized, 
they feel truth is being denied, when it may not be at 
all. 

However, once someone has committed himself 
publicly, if it is called to his attention that he has 
misspoken, it may become a matter of pride not to 
make public correction. This is especially true if he 
feels the person he misquoted really has problems, 
and by making correction about one thing he may 
leave an impression that the person is all right in 
other things. 

All of that provides some explanation for how 
misrepresentation may unintentionally occur, but 
none of it alleviates the fact that a false accusation 
has been made. Integrity demands that, once it is re
alized, it be corrected. 

Unfortunately, most of the people involved in 
that kind of process do not see themselves there at 
all. 

We need to be alert to the problems that plague 
the church. Everything we believe and hold dear is 
challenged or denied by someone, often by someone 
who professes to be a brother. 
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It is entirely appropriate to respond publicly to 
public teaching we believe is contrary to scripture, 
and also to biblically and reasonably answer charges 
made against us that we believe are erroneous. It is 
also appropriate to make others aware of positions 
that have been publicly taken, and by whom. 

What is to be avoided, as this questioner points 
out, are false accusations and misleading innuendos. 
Love requires that we not be eager to expose before 
the facts are certainly known. 

Let us be sure our quotations of others are in 
context. Let us be sure they involve a denial of a bib
lical truth, if that is what we are charging, and not 
just an emphasis on a supplementary truth. And let 
us be sure the one we are quoting intended all the 
implications we ascribe to him. One way to be sure 
of all of that is to talk personally to the person being 
quoted before we publicly expose. 

Hearers and readers need to apply similar tests to 
what we hear and read. 

lie. 
Let us be careful neither to tell nor to believe a 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
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-Alaska-

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Farmington_ Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 0 0 d 1 , 1 :45 a.m., 6 p.m., We . 7 p.m. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Raytown_ Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Greater Fairbanks area- 645 11th Avenue, RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 

. 878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m •• ~i~~~ll Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller: ~~~~gelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~?.~·~ (210) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('h mi. east of 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Christ, 421 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

kl h 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 

- 0 a oma - a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of <
307> 634-3040· 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, r-----------------, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
- California -

Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

-Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
SOl McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 9• lO:lS a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville ...... Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 

Lake City _ Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
S hSR47 32025 s 9 1o 6 W d 6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
out , • un. ' a.m., p.m., e • Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, -Texas-
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
320-9780 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 -------------------------------
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by Homer Hailey 
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each book examined separately, (authorship, 
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lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
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satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
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Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residen/s add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The Eal'ly Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea· 
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Is There Really a (iod? 
by l ewis T. O ldham 

The original English version of brother Old· 
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955) in response 
to many requests. The book is the result of 
much research in the areas of science, religion, 
and evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Authorities 
he ci tes in scientific areas also believe in God. 
Harvard and Berkeley have used the 
information in this book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas resident.s add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

M rs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's First People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from c reation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee' s Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3·4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$11.95 e a. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so." whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
Evangelist wanted for an established congregation 
of 200+ Christians. The candidate should be in 
his late 30's to early 50's, must be married with 
children and must have solid experience. He must 
be biblically and fundamentally sound in the 
scriptures and must be evangelistic minded with a 
strong desire for church growth. The position 
would be available on Jan. 1, 2003. Please a resume 
an audio and/or video tape of a recent sermon to 
David Jester, Search Committee Chairman, 1011 
Harriet St., Carlisle, PA 17013. 

Preacher wanted -The Church of Christ on Alta 
Mesa Drive in Redding, CA is looking for a full
time Minister{Evangelist who is biblically sound, a 
family man, enthusiastic about seeking the lost, 

SiweiJ Road Church of Christ 
Jackson, Mississippi 

SetUchiNg for p,.[pit MiNister 
Congregation of 300 members 

•Sound in doctrine 
• Must be energetic and hardworking 
• Good Community skills 
• Good organiutional 

and personal work skills 
send risumi (vidto or audio tape) to 

SiwdJ Road <llurch of Chri.tt 
4075 Siwell Road 

Jacluoo, Miuisaippi 39212 

The 
Preschoolen 

Bible 

Bible •torte• for little folu 
The 101 Bible stories In this book begin 
with the creation In Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things, • and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named TimoChy.• Colorful, simple ~ 
lustratlona combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. ExceUent fOf use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year old&. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17 ·" s&h $4.50 
TUM -id«< Mid 6.25" tax 

Order from Flrrn Foundation 

willing to work under the direction of an Eldership 
and, preferably, with a degree in Bible Studies 
and/or Ministry. Redding is located in beautiful 
northern California along the Sacramento River 
and is surrounded by mountains, foresu and lakes. 
Our congregation of nearly 200 is especially 
interested in building up our young families. We 
offer a competitive salary and benefits. lf interested, 
pleaac contact Walt Evans (530) 221-2079 or Bill 
Hunter (530) 2.43-3837, or Alta Mesa Church of 
Christ, 3504 Alta Mesa Drive, Redding, CA 96002. 

Alaska is a land of opportunity with many .souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who ahepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 
ministries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testmenta 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-Imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 ··········· $59.95 
New Testament 

• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 4"'•"x7Y."x 'Ya" 
1-56794-939~ ........... $24.50 

Large Print New Testament 
•Hardback 
•12 pt type 
• size 6" x g• 

ASV-A98 ..................... $10.00 

• Nams In gold ·-···-··· $4.00/lltw 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h chBI'{/G for multiple copitls 
Taxaa rNidenta add 8.25% tax 

Order from Flnm Foundation 

seek a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven to serve. He 
should be able to work closely with elders, deacons 
and members to harmoniously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, teaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. lf interested, please send a rbu~, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes to, 
Search Committee, Ancltorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Declcer at cragd@thgcpa-com 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is loolcing for a 
preacher interested in working w ith a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles north of metro Atlanta. 
I( interested, please send r~sum~ to search 
Committee, c/o Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 3068 0 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r6sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

For Sale 
Restoration Rcpriou, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Free: Theater-type seating (wood). We would like 
to give away seating for about 150 (all or part). 
Interested parties contact: Ricky Spacek, Church 
of Christ, 424 Chambers St., Giddings, TX 78942 
or (979) 542-2827. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Insti tute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Seeking to relocate 

After 15 years with the church In Woodbridge, 
VA, I wish to relocate to be closer to our 
children In Texas, but will consider any work 
where I can do good. Need preacher's home 
andsupplementto Social Security. Emphasis 
on pulpit and cottage meetings. 

Wilson Wallace 
14816 Danville Rd. 

Woodbridge, VA 22193. 
(254) 634-9008 
(703) 68o-3267 

Pleas. try both numbers. 
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Excellent reference books 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 
$3.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-801 0-
7761 -3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Liberalism did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book's plea is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an "I think" or an "it feels good" religion. Rather it 
encourages adherence to the instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prin
ciples. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhood institutions in preparation 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work in Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year in addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church in Montgom
ery, Alabama. paperback, 205 pgs. 

• ... His grasp of the problem of liberalism Is broader than 
any that I've read. It is an excellent source book for sermons 
and lectures regarding the most serious problem In the 
church to day ... ·w. Douglass Harris, Minister 

• ... Challenging, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
healthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and done the church a great seNice. He has 
issued a sober call to return to our senses. This book will 
warm the heart and propel one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible. • Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

$9.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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The Question of Inerrancy 
By John W. McGarvey (decea sed) 

first published May 27, 1893 

I believe it was Professor Briggs who first intro
duced the current use of the term inerrancy 
in the controversy about the character of the 

original scriptures. If he did not, he at least has given 
it its chief conspicuity in recent discussions. It is well 
known that no intelligent man claims inerrancy for 
the printed Bibles which we now use, whether in the 
translations or the original tongues. T he question has 
never had reference to any other than the language 
of the inspired wri ters, as distinguished from the al
terations and interpolations, which have been intro
duced by copyists and editors. In other words, it has 
reference to the autographic wri ting of the authors 
of the books. Instead of meeting the question fairly, 
those gentlemen who are so fo nd of an errant Bible 
have taken a great deal of pains to obscure the real 
issue by throwing dust into the air. Professor 
Warfield, of Princeton, has an excellent article in the 
Independent of March 23, in which he scatters this 
dust, and lays bare the real issue in a most intelligible 
manner. We quote him: 

We have heard a vast deal of late of 'the first 
manuscripts of the Bible which no living man 
has ever seen,' of 'Scriptures that have disap
peared forever, ' of 'origina l autographs which 
have vanished; ' concerning the contents of 
which these controversialists are wi lling to de
clare, with the emphasis of italics, that they 
know nothing, that no man knows anything, and 
that they are perfectly contented with their igno-

ranee. Now, again, if this were to be taken liter
ally, it would amount to a strong asseveration 
that the Bible, as God gave it to men, is lost be
yond recovery; and that men are shut up, there
fore, to the use of Bibles so hopelessly corrupted 
that it is impossible now to say what was in t he 
original autographs and what was not! In pro
portion as we draw back from this contention -
which is fortunately as absurd as it is extreme 
in that proportion do we affirm that we have the 
autographic text; that not only we, but all men, 
may see it if they will; and that God has not per
mitted the Bible to become so hopelessly corrupt 
that its restoration to its original text is impos
sible. As a matter of fact, the great body o f the 
Bible is, in its autographic text, in the worst cop
ies of the original texts in circulation; practically 
the whole of it is in its autographic text in the 
best texts in circulation; and he who will may 
today read the autographic text in large 
stretches of Scripture without legitimate doubt, 
and, in the New Testament at least, may know 
precisely at what rarely occurring points, and to 
what not very great extent, doubts as to the 
genuineness of the text are still possible. 

The professor might have added that this auto
graph, thus accurately preserved, and now in the 
hands of every reader of the corrected Greek text of 
the New Testament, is faithfully represented to the 
eye of every English reader in the renderings and 
marginal readings of the Revised Version. For while, 
as the textual critics make plain to us, seven-eighths 
of the words of the New Testament are now printed 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Backbone 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The American Academy for Liberal Edu
cation denied Patrick Henry College's 
application for accreditation because the 

school stood by its convictions on creation. 
Michael Farris, president of PHC, wrote: 

The AALE denied our accreditation because we 
require our faculty to hold to an evangelical 
Christian worldview, including a view that God 
created the earth as described in the book of Gen
esis. 

[W]e require our professors to teach about evolution. [W]e 
teach science relative to all theories while holding to the position 
that creationism is truth. 

[T]he AALE said in its o fficial denial letter and in press state
ments that they want us to limit our instructio n in science classes 
ro excl usively reach evolution as rhe only true scientific explana
tion of rhe creation of life. We feel that we are victims of the evo
lu tionist thought police, who ca n' t tolerate the idea that aca
demically elite students will study creationist views alongside 
their own (Wall Street journal, 6/13/02). 

This development is alarming because it warns of things to 
come. If Patrick Henry College is forced, to be accredited by the 
AALE, not only to teach evolution as scientific fact, but forbidden 
to teach that the universe was made in six 24-hour days, then faith 
in God is driven from both the public square and the private sec
tDr. PH C i:.not a public school. 

Christianity Today told PHC to look elsewhere for accredita
tion, which indicates that they are of the opinion that not all ac
crediting agencies agree with the position of the AALE. 

Still, the decision is disturbing because it is a straw-in-the-wind 
and may foretell things to come. 

It would be comforting if universities operated by our brothers 
and sisters would declare that if academic acceptance required de
nial of plain Bible teaching (creationism), then such recognition 
would be fo rfeited in favor of sticking with revelation. We call on 
our schools to stand up and be counted. 

World magazine (August 2002) reported on having sent a se
ries of questions about evolution and creation to a number of rec
ognized scholars. H ere is some of what these learned persons had 
to say: 

William Dembski, the associate research professor at Baylor 
University, gave the following answer to the following question: 

Q: How do you think mainstream scientists can leave Darwin
ism behind whi le maintaining their professional integrity? 



A: Let me turn it around: Mainstream scientists must leave 
strict Darwinism behind if they are to maintain their integrity. 

Strict Darwinism asserts that Darwin's mechanism of random 
variation and natural selection is able to account for all the com
plexity and diversitY we see in. living forms. The evidence simply 
does not support this daim, and in fact there is good evidence to 
suggest that this mechanism cannot do all that strict Darwinism 
attribute to it. [T]o maintain strict Darwinism is to maintain an 
unsubstantiated dogma. That's is not how science is supposed to 
work. 

Michale Behe, professor of biochemistry at Lehigh University, 
responded to questions: 

Q: Some argue that design is simply an argument from igno
rance and that Darwinism will be shown to be true once more 
study is done. How do you respond to this? 

A: The public was led to believe that Darwinism was already 
shown to be true! Saying that future work will eventually vindi
cate the theory is a very weak position and a significant retreat 
from what we have been led to believe. 

Q: How has your discussion of irreducible complexity added 
to the debate about origins? 

A: The concept of irreducible complexity shows there is a 
problem for Darwinism at the very foundation of life - the cell 
- which had been ignored. Recognizing the problem shows that 
Darwinists don't know nearly as much as they claim, and that 
other explanations, such as design, are very much in the running. 

John Frame, professor of systematic theology at Reformed 
Theological Seminary answered: 

Q: How does one's understanding of God affect one's under
standing of the outside world? 

A: God created everything by his eternal plan. So the most im
portant part of understanding anything in the world is to under
stand how that thing is related to God. If we don't understand 
the world in relation to God, the world becomes a Chaos, with
out value or meaning. 

Phillip E. Johnson, the Jefferson E. Peyser Professor of Law a 
the University of California, Berkeley, said: 

Q: What got you interested in origins? Did you expect that 
your work would create too much controversy? 

A: Darwinism is the culturally dominant creation myth. It is 
the basis of the power of the liberal elites, and it thrives on the 
mystique of 'science. • Yes, I planned for a cultural struggle. 

Q: Is Darwinism so dominate because many scientists see it as 
the core of biology - or because it can be used to explain away 
God's existence? 

A: The latter. The whole point of Darwinism is to show that 
there is no need for a supernatural creator, because nature can do 
the creating by itself. 

Q: Scientific American recently ran a feature, '15 Answers to 
Creationist Nonsense.' It boasted that 'methodological natural
ism can push back ignorance' and that creationism 'adds nothing 
of intellectual value to the effort.' How do you respond to a 
claim like this? 

A: The important question is whether Darwinism is true, and 
materialists like the editors of Scientific American employ eva
sions to avoid confronting that question. 

Q: You've written that in the wake of 9/11, some in the media 
saw Christians as "fundamentalist" scapegoats, notably by Rich
ard Dawkins. Is this sort of broad-brush smear a serious problem 
and how should believers respond to it? 
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A: Dawkins and his ilk believe that all reli
gions are the same (evil fantasies), so they imag
ine that Christians and the Taliban are much the 
same. Our media and our educators contribute 
to these grotesque misunderstandings because 
they are so poorly informed about religion. . 

So, our scholars need not fear that they will be 
"out-on-a-limb." Some of ~erica's brightest acade
micians now say that creation is viable. But where is 
the teacher ... in any school operated by our brethren 
... who will· lift his voice to say that··God made 
heaven and earth, and all that in them is ... in six lit-
eral days? · ·· 

Let all the earth fear Jehovah: let all the inhabit
ants of the world stand in awe of him. For he 
spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it 
stood fast. jehovah bringeth the counsel of the 
nations to nought; He maketh the thoughts of the 
peoples to be of no effect. The counsel of jehovah 
standeth fast for ever, the thoughts of his heart to 
all generations.· Blessed is the nation whose God 
is jehovah, the people whom he hath chosen for 
his own inheritance (Psa. 33:8-12). 

Shall we be speechless while denominational 
teachers champion the truth that God spoke and it 
was done: 

4 

And God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light (Gen. 1:3). 

And God said, Let there be a firmament in the 
midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters (Gen. 1:6). 

And God said, Let the waters under the heav
ens be gathered together unto one place, and let 
the dry land appear: and it was so (Gen. 1 :9). 

And God said, Let the earth put forth grass, 
herbs yielding seed, (and) fruit-trees bearing 
fruit after their kind, wherein is the seed thereof, 
upon the earth: and it was so (Gen. 1:11). 

And God said, Let there be lights in the firma
ment of heaven to divide the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and 
for days and years (Gen. 1:14). 

And God said, Let the waters swarm with 
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swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth in the open firmament of heaven-' 
(Gen. 1 :20). 

And God said, Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures after their kind, cattle, and creeping 
things, and beasts of the earth after their kind: 
and it was so (Gen. 1:24). · 

And God said, Let us make man in our. image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 
heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth ·(Gen. 1 :26). 

Where is the "Christian" school that will make 
its voice heard? 

Happy is he •.• whose hope is in jehovah ..• 
Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is; who keepeth truth forever. 

Let them praise the name of jehovah; for he 
commanded, and they were created. 

Blessed is the nation whose God is Jehovah. 
"One nation under God ... " 
"In God we trust." 
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The Question of Inerrancy 
(continued from page 1) 

in the very form in which they came from the origi
nal penmen, and nine hundred and ninety-nine thou
sandths of it absolutely so in meaning; and while we 
can put our finger on every word about which there 
remains any doubt; the marginal readings of the re
vised New Testament enable the reader who knows 
not a word of Greek to put his finger also on these 
words, and to know that all the rest are precisely 
those of the autographs. It is a most mischievous and 
deceptive device, therefore, originating from the 
heat of controversy, to speak of the autographic writ
ing of the apostles as though it were lost to the 
world, never to be known again except by conjec
ture. Thank God, we have it in a purer form than our 
fathers had, even back to the early ages of the faith; 
and with this autographic writing in our hands, we 
stand before those who would criticize its represen
tations, and say: Gentlemen, show us an error here 
which by a fair logical process can be certainly 
charged to the inspired penmen, and we will concede 
that to this extent their inspiration failed to guard 
against error. You have not done so yet; for all the 
specifications that you have made fail of this essen
tial condition. We would caution them also to re
member that there is the breadth of the heavens be
tween infinitesimal errors of detail in a very few in
stances, and such errors as they are constantly charg
ing upon the scriptures, errors in which multitudes 
of facts, arguments and inferences in every part of 
the Bible are discredited at the good pleasure of ev
ery opinionated critic. The former would be a puzzle 
worthy of profound consideration and an earnest ef
fort at solution; but the latter makes the Bible less re
liable as a record of facts than Macaulay's History of 
England or Bancroft's History of the United States. 
We want no such Bible as that, and the coming gen
eration will have none at all if that is the alternative. 
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Lost Bible Books 
Found in Livingston, Texas 

By Lindell Mitchell 

I never dreamed a country preacher would dis
cover the greatest cache of missing biblical 
material since the Qumran scrolls were un

earthed! Imagine finding forgotten books of the 
Bible in Livingston, Texas. Most incredibly this dis
covery did not require a dangerous trip to the 

·Middle East for an archeological excavation. Nor 
was it necessary to translate the recovered materials 
from the original languages (good thing too because 
I can't read Hebrew or Aramaic). It only required 
looking to the right side of the office. Prominently 
displayed on the shelves are several copies of what is 
commonly called the Old Testament. Within arms 
length is a matchless treasure translated in my 
mother tongue. Further, there are several major En
glish translations. There is the K.rv, ASV 1901, RSV, 
NASB, Niv, NKJY, NASB UPDATED, Berkley Ver
sion, NEB, CEV, The Geneva Bible, and George 
Lamas's Translation from the Aramaic of the 
Peshitta. Most are bound in fine ·leather and clearly 
printed on excellent paper. I possess a vast biblical 
treasure and had no idea churches of Christ had lost 
thirty-nine biblical books! Had I known, I would not 
have hoarded so many copies for personal use. 
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Texas, even in the age of Internet. But facts are facts. 
The highest authority attests to the loss of the Old 
Testament by the churches of Christ. 

ACU Press is producing a series of books called 
The Heart of the Restoration. The second volume in 
the series is entitled God's Holy fire: the nature and 
function of Scripture. The authors are Dr. Mark 
Hamilton, assistant professor of Old Testament; Dr. 
James Thompson, professor of New Testament and 
associate dean of the Graduate School of Theology; 
and Dr. Ken Cukrowski, associate professor of New 
Testament and associate dean of academic programs 
for the College of Biblical Studies. All three are fac
ulty in the Graduate School of Theology at Abilene 
Christian University. It is hard to imagine any higher 
authority for asserting the loss of the Old Testament 
among churches of Christ. 

Chapter three of God's Holy Fire is entitled "The 
Redeeming (W)hole of Scripture. The authors are 
clear and direct: 

A major task facing our churches is the reinte
gration of the Old Testament into the regular 
teaching, thinking, and practice of the Church. 
..• Eliminating the Old Testament from our 
canon severely curtails our understanding of the 
character and activities of God, leading to spiri
tual poverty. Recovering the Old Testament, 
conversely, could transform us more fully into 
what we have always sought to be - Churches 
of Christ {p. 49). 

My brothers assert "our churches" exist in spiri
tual poverty because the Old Testament is no longer 
part of our canon. According to them, the problem is 
so acute it prevents us from more fully being what 
we have always sought to be - "Churches of 
Christ." This obscene deficit of Old Testament teach
ing is allegedly due to the negligence of preachers. 

How many of our preaching ministers place 
them [OT scriptures, LM] front and center in 
sermons and adult education? Although 
Churches of Christ have produced outstanding 
Old Testament scholars for several generations, 
their excellent work has too rarely reached those 
of us sitting in the pew. Typically, Old Testament 



stories have been the occupation of our children 
until they reach early adolescence, when we 
'promote' them to something else (p. 63). 

The indictment continues: 
Too often, we in Churches of Christ have made 
a mistake in removing the Old Testament, for 
practical purposes, from our canon. The hole in 
Scripture has produced a hole in the practice of 
our faith. Without the prophets' concern for the 
poor, we focus on the desires of the upwardly 
mobile. Without the Psalms' laments, we fall vic
tim to a theology of blessing that gives us no way 
to speak honestly of death, sickness, and failure. 
Without the stories of God's redemption of Is
rael, we forget that our story is not the same as 
the consumerist, acquisitive story of our culture 
{p. 66). 

The relentless damning analysis goes on saying: 
Despite our pure motives and well-placed con
cern that non-Christian practices not creep into 
the church, we have too often dismissed from 
our consideration powerful texts that illuminate 
the nature of God and human relationships to 
God. In seeking to escape the tyranny of Law, 
we have run headlong into a legalism more gall
ing than any the Pharisees could invent, pre
cisely because we have fai led to understand what 
Torah entails in Israel. We have robbed ourselves 
of the riches of praise and lament in the Psalms, 
of the ethical and social concerns of the Proph
ets, and of the cool-headedness of the wise men 
and women of the ages. And we have thereby 
failed in our deepest passion, to model ourselves 
after the earliest Christian communities. So here 
we plead for a renewed attention to the whole 
canon of Scripture (p. 67). 
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The Piney Woods are outside the loop. Many 
newsworthy events pass us by. But it was mystifying 
to encounter the assertion that churches of Christ 
"[h]ave made a mistake in removing the Old Testa
ment, for practical purposes, from our canon." To 
have preachers accused of withholding the excellent 
work of outstanding Old Testament scholars for gen
erations from those in the pew was shocking. 

These accusations are unfair. They are inaccu
rate. They are unfounded. They are hurtful to the 
church generally and to gospel preachers in particu
lar. What my brothers wrote is unwarranted, unsub
stantiated, and harmful. Bible professors with termi
nal degrees should not offer undocumented asser
tions for facts. It undermines their credibility and de
grades the university where they teach. 

How do these brothers know what churches of 
Christ teach? Have they polled all the preachers to 
discover how they handle Old Testament materials? 
How do they know what use is made of prominent 
Old Testament themes in pulpits among churches of 
Christ? They cited no surveys to substantiate their 
claims. Their allegations appear as naked assertions. 
It appears they generalized from limited personal 
perspectives. You cannot deliver a damning indict
ment against God's people based on the impressions 
and observations of three men, even widely traveled 
university professors. Thinking people demand evi
dence. They are not moved by unadorned assertions 
regardless of who makes them. 

My experiences in the Lord's church are much 
different from that of my brothers. Why isn't my ex
perience equally valid? Why can't I assert the pri
macy of my experiences? Why aren't my experiences 
as normative as theirs? 

I grew up hearing the Old Testament taught and 
preached. This did not cease in early adolescence. T. 
Pierce Brown, Gary Puryear, and Kenneth McClain 
were preachers I heard preach from the Old Testa
ment after early adolescence. We also studied the 
Old Testament in Bible school in die congregations 
where I grew up. At Freed-Hardeman University I 
studied the Old Testament with Dr. Clyde Woods, 
Dr. Sam Hester, and Leonard Johnson. At Harding 
Graduate School of Religion I studied with Dr. Jack 
Vancil, Dr. Jack P. Lewis, and Dr. Philip Slate. 

An orthodox Jewish rabbi attending one of my 
Greek classes said Jack Lewis knew more about the 
Prophets than any man he ever met. While studying 
at Harding Graduate School, I took a course entitled 
"Preaching From the Old Testament." A major 
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requirement in the course entailed developing a se
ries of sermons on a couple of the Old Testament 
Books. When the assignments were completed we 
were allowed to share our work. I have used much of 
this material in my personal preaching. My educa
tional experience is certainly not unique among men 
preaching for churches of Christ. 

My brother's claim that our "preaching minis
ters" have removed the Old Testament, for practical 
purposes, from our canon is inaccurate. It is not re
motely true of my personal ministry. I hope to com
plete my fifteenth year of service with the church in 
Livingston, Texas, this month. In that time I have de
veloped and delivered a series of expository sermons 
on the following Old Testament books: Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, 1&2 Samuel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Haggai, and Malachi. I hope to begin a 
series on Ezekiel this Sunday. This is not eliminating 
the Old Testament from our canon. My work is not 
unique among gospel preachers. The Old Testament 
is an integral part of our Bible school curriculum in 
Livingston as well. Our work is not unique among 
churches of Christ! 

All of my classmates at Harding Graduate School 
of Religion heard Dr. Slate repeatedly say, "If you are 
loaded with a sixty-six book canon, you will never 
run out of material to preach." I understand the 
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same Dr. Slate now teaches at ACU. I suspect his em
phasis has not changed. Nor is his emphasis unique 
among our teachers. 

It is harmful when men in positions of trust make 
unsubstantiated assertions about the Lord's church. I 
am weary of seeing the church of Christ bashed by 
extremists at both ends of the spectrum while at
tempting to advance their personal agendas. Regret
fully, the authors of God's Holy Fire did not serve the 
cause well. I do not dispute their being associated 
with churches plagued by the problems they de
scribe. But I deny emphatically those problems are 
characteristic of churches of Christ generally. The 
evidence at my disposal indicates these problems are 
largely the result of the influence of some of the 
Christian universities and preacher training schools. 

If you find yourself in a congregation that has 
forgotten our story is not the same as the consumer
ist acquisitive story of our culture, come to 
Livingston, Texas. We are loaded with a sixty-six
book canon. If you are unable to join with us, we can 
put you in touch with Christians of like mind. 

Box 316 
Livingston, TX 77351 
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Four Water Baptisms 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

Can anyone forbid water?" (Acts 10:47). "One 
. baptism" (Eph. 4:5) was commanded by 

Jesus for "all the nations" to "the end of the 
world" (Matt. 28:18-20). It was not "Holy Spirit" 
baptism nor "fire baptism" (Matt. 3: 11), but "water" 
baptism (Acts l 0:4 7), the only kind that human be
ings can. administer. But there were three instances of 

. water baptism preceding the fourth, which is the 
"one baptism" (Eph. 4:5) for everybody today. 

1. The baptism of the Israelites: they "were under 
the cloud, and passed through the sea, and all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea" (1 
Cor. 10:1-2). They did not think that they were 
saved from Pharaoh before their baptism: "when 
Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted up 
their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after 
them. So they were very afraid, and they cried out to 
Yahweh" (Ex. 14:10). 

Moses relieved their fear: "Do not be afraid. 
Stand still, and see the salvation of Yahweh, which he 
will accomplish for you today. The Egyptians,. whom 
you see today, never again will you see them" (Ex. 
14:13). After the Israelites had been "baptized into 

, Moses in the cloud and the sea," their deliverance 
was announced: "So Yahweh saved Israel that day 
out of the hand of the Egyptians" (Ex. 14:3). Their 
baptis:M was not "an outward sign of an inward 
grace," as some modem preachers assert of the "one 
.·:bapti~m" (Eph. 4:5) for us today, but an urgent ne

.. cessity for the Israelites to escape the Egyptians. 
2. The baptisms of Naaman: the prophet told 

Naaman, a man afflicted with leprosy: "Go, and 
. wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will 
·be restored, and you will be clean" (2 Kings 5:10). 
But Naaman became angry, saying,. '1\.re not the 

. Abanah ·and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, bet-
;. ter than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in 

them. and be clean?" (2 Kings 5:12). He went away 
"in a rage," for he knew that water itself, of any 
river, has no healing power. 

However, as long as he stayed out of the water, 
he still had his leprosy. So, after he had calmed 
down,' "he went down and dipped himself seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the 

man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh 
of.a little child, and he was clean" (2 Kings 5:14). 

3. The baptism of john: as a forerunner for Jesus, 
God raised up John the baptizer (not "the Baptist") 
to "make ready a people prepared for the Lord" 
(L~ke 1: 17). John was "filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother's womb" (Luke 1:15), and 
"Jerusalem and all Judea and all the area around the 
Jordan were going out to him, and were being bap
tized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their 
sins" (Matt. 3:5-6). 

John was "preaching a baptism of repentance 
that sins might be [eis] forgiven" (Mark 1:4), not be
cause (dia) their sins had been forgiven. "The prepo
sition dia always points backward, while eis always 
points forward" U.W. McGarvey, Commentary on 
Matthew and Mark, p. 37). 

The result of John's work is stated in Luke 7:29-
30: '1\.11 of the people and the tax collectors justified 
God, being baptized in the baptism of John, but the 
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the counsel of 
God against themselves, not being baptized by him." 

4. The ~~one baptism, (Eph. 4:5), "even to the 
end of the world" (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18), 
began on the day of Pentecost (May 28, A.D. 30) in 
Jerusalem when "about three thousand" were bap
tized (Acts 2:1-41). The people present that day in 
Jerusalem who had been baptized by John (including 
the apostles) were not rebaptized, for they were a 
"prepared people" (Luke 1: 17) . 

But, some 24 years later, "about twelve men," 
having been taught by a mistaken preacher (Acts 
18:25), had been baptized "into John's baptism" 
(Acts 19:3), a baptism, not "into Christ" (Gal. 3:27), 
but in believing "on the One coming after" John, 
"that is, on Jesus" (Acts 19:4). Those mistaken 
people were rebaptized, this time "in the name of the 
Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:5). 

Like the baptism of John (that sins might be [eis] 
forgiven, Mark 1:4), the baptism that Jesus has now 
commanded to "the end of the world" through his 
apostles is "into [eis] the forgiveness of" sins (Acts 
2:38). Sadly, many today say that the 3,000 converts 
on the day of Pentecost were baptized because their 
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sins had already been forgiven. 
Aside from the fact that the preposition eis al

ways points forward ("in order to"), never backward 
("because of"), the context shows why the 3,000 
were baptized. They had learned from Peter's ser
mon that Jesus, whom they had "crucified" (Acts 
2:23), was truly "both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36). 
That startling conviction caused them to interrupt 
Peter's sermon, crying out, "What should we do?" 
(Acts 2:37). 

Peter did not reply, "Just believe in Jesus, that is 
all!" No, their question showed that already they 
were believers. So Peter told them what they lacked: 
Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be for
given. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 2:38, NIV, first edition, 1973). 

But many who believe that sins are forgiven by 
faith only, before and without baptism, protested the 
NIV's rendition of Acts 2:38 in the 1973 edition. 
The editors of the NIV, to please their objectors, 
changed in their 1984 edition from saying, "that 
your sins may be forgiven," to the KJV translation, 
which has an ambiguous "for": "for the forgiveness 
of your sins." The word for can mean "because of," 
as in Matthew 25:8, "for our lamps are going out." 
But for can mean "in order to," as in Acts 27:34, "I 
beg you to eat; this is for your health." The context 
(sinners, convicted of crucifying Jesus, crying out, 
"what shall we do?," Acts 2:23, 36-37) does not call 
for "repent and be baptized" because your sins are 
gone, but they were told to "repent and be baptized 
... for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

Then there are gospel preachers, who forcefully 
condemn the faith only doctrine, and unthinkingly 
speak of "Christian baptism." There is no such thing 
as "Christian baptism," only "sinners' baptism." Af
ter baptism, sinners become Christians. 

Biblically, baptism becomes the dividing line. It 
was the dividing line between (1) slavery and free
dom with the Israelites (Ex. 14:30); (2) leprosy and 
good health with Naaman (2 Kings 5;14); and (3) sin
guilt and remission of sins under John (Mark 1:4 ). 

Baptism now is the dividing line between: (1) sin
guilt and remission of sins (Acts 2:38); (2) the un
saved and the saved (Mark 16: 16); (3) those whose 
sins have not been washed away and those whose sins 
have been washed away (Acts 22:16); (4) those with
out the gift of the Holy Spirit Qohn 14:17) and those 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit Qohn 7:39; Acts 2:38; 
5 :32; Gal. 4:6); (5) those whose father is the devil 
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Qohn 8:44) and those whose Father is the God of 
heaven (2 Cor. 6:18); (6) those who are not in Christ 
and those who are in Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27); 
(7) those who are not in the kingdom of God and 
those who are in the kingdom of God Qohn 3:5; Col. 
1:13); (8) those who are not in the "one body" ("the 
church," [Eph. 1 :22-23]) and those who have been 
"baptized into the one body" (1 Cor. 12:13); (9) 
those for whom God does not work all things to
gether for good and those for whom God does work 
all things together for good (Rom. 8:28); (10) those 
who do not have "all spiritual blessings" and those 
who do have "all spiritual blessings" {Eph. 1:3 ); (11) 
those who do not have "life more abundantly" and 
those who do have "life more abundantly" Qohn 
10:1 0); and (12) those who do not have a "never fad
ing inheritance reserved in heaven" and those who do 
have a "never fading inheritance reserved in heaven" 
(1 Pet. 1:4). 

"Be not foolish, but understanding what is the 
Lord's will" (Eph. 5: 17). 
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(In April 1829 Alexander Campbell debated Robert Owen. Campbell was a notable religious writer and 
president of Bethany College. Owen was an atheist and an advocate of socialism. In his opening remarks 
Campbell made a telling argument that Owen could not answer and from which he never recovered. The argu
ment is so well stated, carefully thought out, and cogently presented that we reproduce an excerpt from that 
speech for your enjoyment and edification.) 

Reason for Believing 
By Alexander Campbell 

Never was there such a moral phenomenon 
exhibited upon this earth as the first estab
lishment and progress of Christianity. The 

instruments by which it was established, the opposi
tion with which it was met, and the success which at
tended its career, were all of the most extraordinary 
character. The era of Christianity itself presents a 
very sublime spectacle: the whole world reposing in 
security under the protecting wings of the most au
gust of all the Caesars; peace, universal peace, with 
her hea lthful arms encircling all the nations compos
ing the great empire which was itself the consumma
tion of all the empires of the ancient world. Polythe
ism, with her myriads of temples and her myriads of 
myriads of priests, triumphantly seated in the affec
tions of a superstitious people, and swaying a magic 
scepter from the Tiber to the ends of the earth. Leg
islators, magistrates, philosophers, orators, and po
ets, all combined to plead her cause, and to protect 
her from insult and injury. Rivers of sacrificial blood 
crimsoned all the rites of pagan worship; and clouds 
of incense arose from every city, town, and hamlet, 
in honor of the gods of Roman superstition. Just in 
this singular and unrivaled crisis, when the Jew's re
ligion, though corrupted by tradition and distracted 
by faction, was venerated for its antiquity, and ad
mired for its divinity, when idolatry was at its zenith 
in the pagan world, the Star of Bethlehem appears. 
The marvelous scene opens in a stable. What fearful 
odds! What a strange contrast! Idolatry on the 
throne - and the founder of a new religion and a 
new empire lying in a manger. 

Unattended in his birth, and unseconded in his 
outset, he begins his career. Prodigies of extraordi
nary sublimity announce that the desire of all nations 
is born. But the love of empire and the jealousy of a 
rival stimulate the bloody Herod to unsheathe his 
sword. Many innocents were slaughtered, but 
Heaven shielded the newborn king of the world. For 

the present we pass over this wonderful history. Mter 
thirty years of obscurity we find him surrounded 
with what the wise, the wealthy, and the proud 
would call a contemptible group; telling them that 
one of them, an uncouth and untutored fisherman, 
too, had discovered a truth which would now 
modify the whole world. In the midst of them he ut
tered the most incredible oracle ever heard. I am 
about, says he, to found a new empire on the ac
knowledgment of a single truth, a truth, too, which 
one of you has discovered, and all the powers and 
malice of worlds seen and unseen shall never prevail 
against it. This is our helmet, breastplate, and shield, 
in this controversy. What a scene presents itself here! 
A pusillanimous, wavering, ignorant, and timid 
dozen of individuals, without a penny apiece, as-
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sured that to them it pleased the Ruler of the Uni
verse to give the empire of the world; that to each of 
them would be given a throne from which would be 
promulgated laws never to be repealed while the sun 
and moon endure. 

Such were the army of the faith. They begin their 
career. Under the jealous and invidious eyes of a 
haughty Sanhedrin at home, and under the strict cog
nizance of a Roman emperor abroad, with a watchful 
procurator stationed over them, they commenced 
their operations. At one time charged with idolatry; 
at another with treason. Reviled and persecuted until 
their chief is rewarded with a cross, and themselves 
with threats and imprisonment. A throne in a future 
world animated them, and a crown of glory after 
martyrdom stimulated them. On they march from 
conquest to conquest, till not only a multitude of the 
jewish priests and people, but Caesar's household in 
imperial Rome, became obedient to the faith. Such 
wa5 the commencement. 

The land of judea is smitten with the sword of 
the Spirit. jerusalem falls, and Samaria is taken. The 
coasts of Asia, maritime cities, islands, and prov
inces, vow allegiance to a crucified King. Mighty 
Rome is roused, and shaken, and affrighted. Sacri
fices are unbought, altars molder, and temples decay. 
Her pontiffs, her senate, and her emperor stand 
aghast. Persecution, the adjunct of a weak and 
wicked cause, unsheathes her sword and kindles her 
fires. A Nero and a Caligula prepare the fagots and 
illuminate Rome with burning Christians. But the 
scheme soon defeats itself; for anon 'tis found that 
the blood and the ashes of martyrs are the seed of the 
church. So the battle is fought till every town of note 
from the Tiber to the Thames, from the Euphrates to 
the Ganges, bows to the cross. On the one side su
perstition and the sword, the mitered hand and the 
sceptered arm combine; on the other, almighty truth 
alone pushes on the combat. Under these fearful 
odds the truth triumphs, and shall the advocates of 
such a cause fear the contest now? 

Yes, my fellow-citizens, not a king nor a priest 
smiled upon our faith until it won the day. It offered 
no lure to the ambitious, no reward to the avari
cious. It offered no alliance with the lusts of the 
flesh, the lusts of the eye, or the pride of life. It dis
dained such auxiliaries. It aimed not so low. It called 
for self-denial, humility, patience, and courage, on 
the part of all its advocates; and promised spiritual 
joys as an earnest of eternal bliss. By the excellency 
of its doctrine, the purity of its morals, the rational-
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ity of its arguments, the demonstration of the Holy 
Spirit, and the good example of its subjects, it tri
umphed on the ruins of judaism and idolatry. The 
Christian volunteers found· the yoke of Christ was 
easy and his burden light. Peace of mind, a heaven
born equanimity, a good conscience, a pure heart, 
universal love, a triumphant joy, and a glorious hope 
of immortal bliss, were its reward in hand. An incor
ruptible, undefiled, and unfading inheritance in the 
presence of God, with t~e society of angels, princi
palities and powers, of the loftiest intelligence and 
most comprehensive knowledge, brighter than the 
sum, in the glories of light and love eternal, are its 
rewards. 
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Crux of the MaHer, Page Nine 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Inerrancy is of paramount importance in discuss
ing the origin, credibility, and authority of God
breathed scripture. 
We have pressed the authors of The Crux of the 

Matter (ACU Press) to tell us if the Bible (original 
manuscripts) is errant or inerrant. They have been 
strangely silent. 

This is such a simple matter that we wonder at 
the unwillingness of these university professors to 
give a plain answer to an honest question. 

We have been careful to make it plain that we are 
talking about what the original authors said or 
wrote. We know there are no existing original manu
scripts of the Bible, sometimes called autographs. 1 

Well, then, "Where is the rub?" 
The reasoning goes like this: If God is the true 

author of the Bible, the original documents must 
have been error free. Infinite wisdorit makes no mis
takes. Whether we have the autographs is not impor
tant, or necessary, to our conclusion that if God did 
it, it was inerrant. We await an "Amen" from 
Abilene. 

The Crux of the Matter is the first in a three-vol
ume set. The second volume is now out and is called, 
God's Holy Fire, which was written by Kenneth L. 
Cukrowski, Mark W. Hamilton, and James W. Th
ompson, another three professors at ACU. 

In chapter two of God's Holy Fire, primarily 
written by James Thompson, we are told that the use 
of the word inerrant is "not helpful," because "what 
constitutes an error remains unclear" (p. 39). 

Thompson _proceeds to give several instances of 
errors in the Bible (we review each of these in an epi
logue to this piece). Though Doctor Thompson ap
pends a disclaimer, saying the problems are "not in
soluble" (p. 41), still he leaves it dangling and the 
distinct impression left with the reader is that the 
Bible makes mistakes in science and history, and is 

inconsistent in. its narratives. 
We emphatically and respectfully deny his asser

tions. 
In view of Thompson's suggestions that the Bible 

is inaccurate and therefore not trustworthy in mat
ters of science and history, and that biblical writers 
do not always agree, we raise the following questions 
and would appreciate a response from our brothers 
atACU. 

1. Is the Genesis account of creation literally 
true? 

2. Did God create the world in 6 twenty-four 
hour days? 

3. Did the book of Genesis have multiple writ
ers? 

4. Did more than one person write the book of 
Isaiah? 

5. Was Mary a virgin at the time of the concep
tion and birth of Jesus? 

6. Did Jesus actually walk on water? 
Hodge defines inspiration as: 

[A]n influence of the Holy Spirit on the minds of 
certain select men, which rendered them the or
gans of God for the infallible communication of 
His mind and will. They were in such a sense the 
organs of God that what they said, God said" 
(Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, 1872, 
Vol. I, p. 154). 

To the authors of The Crux of the Matter and 
God's Holy Fire, and to the administration of ACU, 
we ask with all due respect, Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement from Charles Hodge? 

But again, B.B. Warfield makes the following 
statement regarding inspiration: 

The Church, then, has held from the beginning 
that the Bible is the Word of God in such a sense 
that its words, though written by men and bear
ing indelibly impressed upon them the marks of 
their human origin, were written, nevertheless, 

1 j. W. McGarvey, Evidences of Christianity, shows the wisdom of Him who is the true source of the words of the Bible by using an illustration 
from a will {p. 17). He argues that the original will could have been tampered with in favor of people with bad intent, but many copies, though con
taining minor defects, could not have been so altered. Sydney Collete in his excellent book, All About the Bible, says that the heart of man is so fool
ish that if the original documents alone had remained they would almost certainly have been regarded with superstitious awe and worshipped. Also, 
the article by McGarvey called The Question of Inerrancy re-printed elsewhere in this issue of the Firm Foundation is a good read. 
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under such an influence of the Holy Ghost as to 
be also the words of God, the adequate expres
sion of His mind and will. It is always recog
nized that this conception of co-authorship im
plies that the Spirit's superintendence extends to 
the choice of the words by the human authors 
(verbal inspiration), and preserves its product 
from everything inconsistent with a divine au
thorship - thus securing, among other things, 
that entire truthfulness which is everywhere pre
supposed in and asse rted fo r the Scriptures by 
the Biblical writers (inerrancy) (B.B. Warfield, 
"Revelation and Inspiration" [1927], p. 173 
[from Presby. and Ref Review, Vol. IV, 1893, pp. 
177-221]). 

We again ask our dear brothers at ACU if they 
concur with Warfield, or do they object to his state
ment? Was his statement not helpful? 

Gaussen in his classic work defines inspiration as 
"that inexplicable power which the Divine Spirit for
merly exercised over the authors of the Holy Scrip
tures to guide them even in the employment of the 
words they were to use, and to preserve them from 
all error, as well as from every omission" (S.R.L. 
Gaussen, Theopneusty or the Plenary Inspiration of 
the Holy Scripture, 4th Amer. ed. 1853, p. 45). 

Brothers, do you agree or disagree? 
T. Engelder, in defense of "verbal inspiration" 

says, "No Christian can declare, in his sober mind 
that God's Word contains errors" (Scripture Cannot 
Be Broken, 1944, p. 30). 

In contrast, Karl Barth assumed that the human 
authors of scripture, writing out of their own cul
ture, were fallible human beings, subject to error and 
other human limitations. They wrote out of personal 
experience and their own musing. The writers 
claimed an encounter with God, and that gave rise to 
a trance or dream, which they put into fallible words 
of their own choosing. He therefore said: 

To the bold postulate, that if their [the Biblical 
writers] word is to be the Word of God they 
must be inerrant in every word, we oppose the 
even bolder assertion, that according to the 
scriptural witness about man, which applies to 
them too [sic], they can be at fau lt in every 
word, and have been at fault in every word, and 
yet according to the same scriptural witness, be
ing justified and sanctified by grace alone, they 
have still spoken the Word of God in their fal
lible and erring human word (Church Dogmat
ics, 12, 529-30). 

Now, do you agree with that? 
The Bible claims to be the very word of very 

God, but communicated through human agents who 
were supervised in their writing by a supreme power 
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(Peter calls it "being moved by the Holy Spirit" [2 
Pet. 1:21]). 

Jesus, in referring to the entire Old Testament, 
which is sometimes called "the law" said, "one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass away from the law, till 
all things be accomplished" (Matt. 5: 18). He obvi
ously believed in the inspiration of the very letters. 
Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall pass away: but 
my words shall not pass away" (Luke 21:33). Notice 
the emphasis on words. Jesus rebuked the travelers 
on the Emmaus Road because they did not "believe 
in all that the prophets have spoken" (Luke 24:25). 

Fortunately we have the theology of the apostle 
Paul, who wrote: 

Things which eye saw not, and ear heard not, 
And which entered not into the heart of man, 
Whatsoever things God prepared for them that 
love him. But unto us God revealed them 
through the Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. For who 
among men knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of the man, which is in him? even so 
the things of God none knoweth, save the Spirit 
of God. But we received, not the spirit of the 
world, but the spirit which is from God; that we 
might know the things that were freely given to 
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us of God. Which things also we speak, not in 
words which man 's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Spirit teacheth; combining spiri tual things 
with spi ritual words (1 Cor 2:9-13). 

Paul plainly says that the things written in the 
New Testament were "received," and the eyes had 
not seen, the ear had not heard, and it had not en
tered into the heart of man the things "we received." 
Well ... if what New Testament writers recorded was 
"received," and had never been seen, heard, or even 
thought of, then their writing was not the product of 
their culture, or their cogitation, or their creation. 
The very words of the new covenant came from "the 
Spirit which is from God" (See John 14:26, John 
16:13, Acts 1:8, and Acts 2:33). 

The eleven apostles and Matthais spake, we are 
told, "as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:4) . 

But when they deliver you up, be not anxious 
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given 
you in that hour what ye shall speak. For it is not 
ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that 
speaketh in you (Matt. 10: 19-20). 

Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to medi
tate beforehand how to answer: for I will give 
you a ~outh and wisdom, which all your adver
saries shall not be able to withstand or to gainsay 
(Luke 21:14-1 5). 

Then Peter, fi lled with the Holy Spirit, said 
unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders, if 
we this day are examined concerning a good 
deed done to an impotent man, by what means 
this man is made whole; be it known unto you 
all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cru
cified, whom God raised from the dead, even in 
him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
He is the stone which was set at nought of you 
the builders, which was made the head of the 
corner. And in none other is there salvation: for 
neither is there any other name under heaven, 
that is given among men, wherein we must be 
saved. Now when they beheld the boldness of 
Peter and John, and had perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they mar
velled; and they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus (Acts 4:8-13). 

To whom it was revealed, that not unto them
selves, but unto you, did they minister these 
things, which now have been announced unto 
you through them that preached the gospel unto 
you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; 
which things angels desire to look into (1 Pet. 
1: 12). 

For no prophecy ever came by the wi ll of 
man: but men spake from God, being moved by 
the H oly Spirit (2 Pet. 1 :21). 
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Epilogue 
James W. Thompson, God's Holy Fire, pp. 39-41, 
cites several items that he considers to be proof the 
Bible is not inerrant. To begin with, though this 
would not be true of the points made by Thompson, 
we are contending for the inerrancy of the "original" 
manuscripts, and not for infallible copies and trans
lations. We can expect to find minor discrepancies in 
handmade replication and versions of the first docu
ments, but these are inconsequential to the hub of 
Bible teaching. Overall, even the copies were made 
with such reverent care, the points of difference are 
few and in no case do they affect the doctrine of the 
scriptures. 

Professor Thompson wants to know if the Bible 
reference to "a firmament that separates the waters 
above from the waters below" is scientific (Gen. 1:6-
7). The answer is yes. Doctor Henry Morris in his 
book, The Genesis Flood, suggests that before the 
universal flood there may have been a cloud-cover 
all around the earth. He explains this would give our 
entire planet a hothouse environment, and the pro
duce of earth would have been lush and nutritious. 
Morris thinks this may account in part for the long 
lives of ancient people. When the flood came, the 
canopy of cloud crashed down upon the earth, which 
would cause immediate freezing at the poles, which 
explains the frozen-fossil-index. The environment of 
earth changed after the flood. Peter says, "For this 
they willfully forget, that there were heavens from of 

The 
Genesis 
Flood 
John C. Whitcomb Jr. 

Henry M. Morris 

An extensive treatment of both biblical and 
scientific evidences for a global flood as 
explained in Genesis 6-8. The classic in its field 
that inititiated much of the current creation/ 
evolution controversy. Still extremely relevant. 
0875523382 550 pgs. paperback 

$14.99 plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 • 888 367-6216 

September 2002 15 
Firm Foundation 



old, and an earth compacted out of water and amidst 
water, by the word of God; by which means the 
world that then was, being overflowed with water, 
perished" (2 Pet. 3:5-6). So, the earth as we see it to
day is not the earth as God first made it. In the begin
ning there was a firmament within a firmament. The 
first firmament was near the surface of the world and 
was the space between its crust and the possible 
cloud-cover. The second firmament was the space 
above the cloud-cover. Two firmaments! 

Next Doctor Thompson mentions Jesus state
ment that the mustard seed is the "smallest of all 
seeds" (Matt. 13:32). There are seeds smaller than 
the mustard seed and therefore Thompson questions 
whether this is "a scientifically precise statement." 
Jesus was saying that the mustard seed, though very 
small, produced a tree so large that birds lodge in it. 
It is the smallest seed that produces so grand a result. 
The carrot seed is tiny, but it does not produce a tree. 
The .statement of Jesus, in context, is true. The point 
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Jesus was making is that from small beginnings great 
things can come- and he was talking about his 
kingdom. There is no seed smaller than the mustard 
seed that produces a plant as large as the mustard 
tree. 

James Thompson next finds a contradiction in 
the Mark and Matthew accounts of J airus' daughter. 
Mark says she was "at the point of death" (Mark 
5:23 ), whereas Matthew says she had "just died" 
(Matt. 9:18). We invite brother Thompson to con
sider the following statement from the scholarly 
James Macknight: 

Luke agrees with Mark in this circumstance: but 
Matthew differs from him. According to the lat
ter, jairus said 9:18, 'My daughter it now dead' 
(atri eteleuteesen). But he might utter both the 
expressions, for as his daughter lay expiring 
when he came away, he might think she could 
not live many minutes; and therefore having 
told jesus that she was lying at the point of 
death, he added that in all probability she was 
dead. Nevertheless if this solution seems incon
sistent with the ruler's petition, 'Come and lay 
thine hands on her that she may be healed,' and 
with the dejection that appeared in his counte
nance when his servants told him his daughter 
had actually expired we may fully remove the 
difficulty by translating the clause in Matthew 
thus: 'My daughter is almost dead,' a sense, 
which according to the analogy of the Greek 
language it will easily bear. See on Luke 5:7 
where this sense of the phrase is proved. 

Brother Thompson raises doubt as to the chro
nology in Luke, Mark, and Matthew concerning 
Jesus' entry into Jerusalem and attendant events~ 
Again we quote Macknight to show there is no in
consistency in the three gospels: 

He Uesus] came to Bethany six days before the 
Passover, probably about sun setting. He rode 
into the city, surrounded by the multitude, the 
next afternoon. For when he had looked round 
on all things in the temple after his entry, it was 
evening, Mark 9:11, this happened five days be
fore the Passover. He went in again from 
Bethany the day following, viz. four days before 
the Passover, and by the way blasted the fig-tree; 
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aher that, he drove the buyers and sellers out of 
the temple. Next morning, viz. three days before 
the Passover, and the last of his public teaching 
being on his way to town, he spake concerning 
the efficacy of faith, on occasion of the disciples 
expressing great astonishment at seeing the fig
tree that was cursed the day before withered 
from the roots. 

The Abilene professor points out that Matthew 
attributes to jeremiah a statement made by Zecha
riah (Matt. 27:9). We will let the venerable Albert 
Barnes supply a possible answer: 

[A]ccording to the jewish writers; 'jeremiah' 
was reckoned the first of the prophets, and was 
placed first in the "Book of the Prophets' ... 
Some have thought that Matthew, quoting this 
place, quoted the Book of the Prophets under 
the name of that which had the 'first' place in 
the book, that is, jeremiah; and though the 
words are those of Zechariah, yet they are 
quoted correctly as the words of the Book of the 
Prophets, the first of which was jeremiah (Bar
nes• Notes on the New Testament). 

Thompson brings up the matter of Quirinius and 
declares "the census under Quirinius was held in 
A.D. 6, although Luke's Gospel places the census be
fore the death of Herod the Great, who died in 4 
B. C." The truth is that there were two enrollments 
conducted by Quirinius. Luke says he is referring to 
the "first" census made by Quirinius, which distin
guishes it from a later census. The first census was 
made while Quirinius was in Syria but not yet its 
governor, and during the lifetime of Herod the 
Great. The second was made after Quirinius became 
governor of Syria and was made during the reign of 
Archelaus. Luke says specifically that he was talking 
about the first census. Thompson gets it confused 
with the second enrollment and supposes a difficulty 
where none exists. True, Luke calls Quirinius gover
nor of Syria before he was named to that office, but 
Luke wrote after the fact and therefore ascribed to 
Quirinius a title that he was to afterward enjoy. One 
might say that General Eisenhower was a student at 
West Point, but no one would be so foolish as to 
think that Eisenhower was a general when he was a 
student, but that after his student days he became a 
general. Luke says the census was made by 
"Quirinius, governor of Syria," not that he was 
"then" governor, but he afterward became governor. 

My brother from Abilene gives some other 
throwaway type objections that need not concern us 
at this time. 

Question: Why raise questions but give no an
swers? 

Mter raising these objections, Thompson admits: 
"These problems are not insoluble." 

If that is the case, then I am puzzled as to why he 
brought the objections up in the first place. 

Brother Thompson wrote, "More information 
might actually resolve many of these difficulties or 
future research might clarify specific discrepancies." 

What discrepancies does he have in mind? I 
know of none. 

Frankly, the information is already at hand, and 
there are no real difficulties or discrepancies, except 
in the imagination of the critic. 

We are now back to square one. It follows that 
(1) if God is the true author of the Bible, then (2) the 
original manuscripts contain no errors, because (3) 
God is infinite in his perfection. 

"Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction which is in righteousness. That the man of 
God may be complete, furnished completely unto ev
ery good work." P.O. Box 690192 
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Gay Teachers 'Come Out' in Classroom 

A California public school district is allowing 
homosexual school employees to "come out" 
in front of children in school without obtain

ing parents' permission. 
A unanimous resolution allows teachers at the 

Hayward Unified School District to talk openly about 
homosexuality or to discuss their homosexual 
lifestyles with students during class. The district's 
school board says such action is required under the 
California Student Safety and Violence Prevention 
Act of 2000. 

Teachers also are allowed to include homosexual 
figures or role models in class and to read books with 
homosexual characters such as Heather Has Two 
Mommies. 

The case in Hayward is part of a growing national 
trend in how school districts deal with homosexual
ity. 

Scott Lively, president of the Pro-Family Law 
Center in Citrus Heights, Calif., said yesterday that 
his organization has received calls from concerned 
parents in Massachusetts, Vermont, Missouri and 
other towns in California during the past several 
months. 

"It's a national campaign that is being pushed by 
homosexual activists, and that campaign is to 
homosexualize the public-school environment," Mr. 
Lively said. 

"One of the goals is to create a voting majority 
within the high school students who would be in fa
vor of gay perspectives. These are activists who got in 
positions of authority and use it to advance a selfish 
social agenda, and, frankly, that's evil." 

School district officials said yesterday that the 
resolution is about training students and teachers 
about tolerance and how to provide 'a safe learning 
environment for homosexual students and teachers. 
It's not about teaching students about homosexuality, 
said Kim Hammond, the school district's chief ad
ministrative officer. 

"We're not saying, 'Let's teach the students about 
homosexuality,"' Ms. Hammond said. "What we're 
saying is, 'How do we accept individuals who are dif
ferent from ourselves?' Our school board is commit
ted to maintaining a safe learning environment for all 
of our students." 
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But critics, including the Pacific Justice Institute, 
argue that the resolution overrides parental rights 
by not requiring the district's schools or teachers to 
give notice to parents or allow parents a chance to 
opt their children out of the instruction. 

"This gives teachers a blank check to flaunt ho
mosexuality to students, and that is totally crossing 
the line in public education," said Brad Dacus, the 
institute's president. "This is aggressive promoting 
of changing the attitudes of children about homo
sexuality. The goal here is not to promote school 
safety. The goal is to promote a social agenda." 

The institute sent a letter to Hayward school of
ficials demanding that the policy be rescinded. "We 
won't do that because this is the law and we're com
plying with it," Ms. Hammond said. 

Ralph Stern, an attorney for the school system, 
said in a letter to the institute that its reading of the 
resolution is "incorrect." "It is incorrect when you 
state that this resolution authorizes teachers to 
freely discuss personal sexual issues," Mr. Stern 
wrote. "We do agree that this legislation does not 
require school districts to adopt a particular curricu
lum. Adoption of the resolution does constitute 
adoption of a curriculum." 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

OBaptism is: 

•Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•For salvation- 1 Pet3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
james 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



The law states that school districts in California 
should develop specific training procedures to pro
tect students and staff from harassment or violence. 
The training must focus on strategies for handling 
harassment, responding to biased behavior, dealing 
with name-calling and creating a safe learning envi
ronment. 

Hayward schools approved the resolution after 
hearing testimony from local homosexual activists 
that homosexual students face severe isolation and 
fear when they come out. According to a 2001 na
tional survey, 83 percent of homosexual students re
ported being verbally harassed because of their 
sexual orientation, and 21 percent reported being 
physically assaulted. 

The resolution specifically states that each school 

should develop "procedures that insure that gay 
youth and staff can come out without fear of reprisal 
or harassment." It also states that "existing curricu
lum be reviewed, expanded and improved to ensure 
teachers can provide positive images of gay people in 
the classroom and· discuss alternative family configu
rations; and infuse relevant homosexual curriculum 
across disciplines." 

Parents whose children attend Hayward schools 
said no one should be subjected to harassment or 
violence, but they don't want their parental rights to 
be taken away in the meantime (Ellen Sorokin, The 
Washington Times, 5/25/2002). 

(Editor's comment: Let parent's take note and 
beware. "Ah! the clock is always slow; It is later than 
you think.") 

11Hate Crimes'' Laws 
By Robert H. Knight and Kenneth L. Ervin, II 

l though well intentioned, "hate-crime" laws 
are seriously flawed. They pave the way for 
unequal treatment under the law as well as 

the un-American concept of "thought crime," in 
which someone's actions are "more" illegal based on 
their thoughts or beliefs. 

A grandmother walking down the street should 
have at least as much protection under the law as a 
homosexual who is leaving a "gay" bar. But under 
"hate crimes" laws that include "sexual orientation," 
the same crime would be punished with greater pen
alties if the victim were a homosexual. 

A treatise on correctly interpreting the Bible 
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Per capita, the most vulnerable class of crime vic
tims is young, black men who are assaulted and mur
dered by other young, black men. But "hate crimes" 
laws divide people into racial and other categories. 
The drive for "hate crime" laws diverts attention 
from the unfolding tragedy in our nation's cities. 

There is no evidence that victims of "hate crimes" 
are receiving any less attention than victims of other 
crimes. To suggest otherwise insults the men and 
women of the nation's law enforcement community. 

We deplore any act of violence against innocent 
victims (including homosexuals), but we strongly op
pose as unjust and dangerous the entire concept of 
"hate crimes" legislation. 

Such laws: 
• violate the concept of equal protection under 

the law by designating special classes of victims, who 
get a higher level of government protection than oth
ers victimized by similar crimes. 

• politicize criminal law, leading to pressure on 
police and prosecutors to devote more of their lim
ited resources to some cases, at the expense of other 
crime victims' cases. 

• vastly expand the power and jurisdiction of the 
federal government to intervene in local law enforce
ment matters, once a crime is called a "hate crime." 
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• have a chilling effect on free speech by making 
unpopular ideas a basis for harsher treatment in 
criminal proceedings. Over half of the so-called 
"hate crimes" in the last U.S. Justice Department re
port were categorized as " intimidation" or "simple 
assault," which do not necessarily involve anything 
more than words. In terms of the proposed national 
hate crimes bill, this makes name-calling literally a 
federal case. 

• confuse law enforcers, because the definition 
of what constitutes a "hate crime" is clear in some 
instances but unclear in others. This burdens pros
ecutors and opens up endless opportunities for de
fense attorneys to invoke technicalities. 

• are not necessary. There is no evidence to sub
stantiate the claim that "hate crime" victims are re
ceiving less justice than other crime victims. 

Homosexual activists exaggerate the incidence of 
"hate crimes," which make up less than one percent 
of all crimes. According to FBI statistics, only three 
homicides out of nearly 18,000 were "hate crimes" 
in 1999, based on the victims' "sexual orientation," a 
drop from four in 1998. Only one forcible rape oc
curred in 1999 that could be called a "hate crime" 
against a homosexual; in 1998 there were two. Ag
gravated assaults classified as "hate crimes" totaled 
180 in 1999, a decline from 194 in 1998. 

These decreases occurred even though more and 
more law enforcement agencies are reporting "hate 
crimes" statistics to the FBI. The vast majority of al
leged "hate crimes" are actually "simple assault," 
where no weapon is used and no serious injury oc
curs; or "intimidation," the use of threatening words 
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or conduct, such as shouting and threatening hand 
signs. The grand total of "hate crimes" based on a 
person's "sexual o rientation" in 1999 was 1,439, 
which was slightly higher than the previous year. By 
contrast, Americans we re victimized by more than 
11 million "non-hate" crimes such as muggings, 
beatings, murders and burglaries. 

It is important to recognize the fact that the in
crease in offenses from 1,439 in 1998 to 1,487 of
fenses in 1999 does not represent a per capita in
crease. In fact, it represents a slight per capita de
crease. This is due to the fact that a larger number of 
law enfo rcement agencies reported stats in 1999 
than in 1998. 

The 1998 report reads: "In 1998, a total of 
10,730 law enforcement agencies in 46 states and the 
District of Columbia participated in the Hate Crime 
Data Collection Program. It is important to note that 
the agencies participating in the Hate Crime Data 
Collection Program in 1998 represented over 216 
million United States inhabitants or 79 percent of the 
population." 

By comparison, the 1999 report reads: "In 1999, 
nearly 17,000 law enforcement agencies nationwide 
reported data to the UCR Program. A total of 12,122 
law enforcement agencies in 48 states and the District 
of Columbia submitted summary or incident-based 
reports . ... These agencies rep resented nearly 233 
million people in the United States, approximately 85 
percent of the population." 

Taking this into account we find that, to just 
break even statistically with the 1998 figures, an in
crease of 109 "hate crimes" based on "sexual orien
tation" in the 1999 report would have been re
quired. In fact, there were only 48. This represents a 
per capita decrease. 

As homosexual activist groups watch overall 
crime statistics fall, they increasingly rely on word 
games, counting "hate incidents" instead of actual 
"hate crimes" to support their campaign for special 
treatment. A "hate incident" usually involves dis
putes with a homosexual or statements of belief that 
are perceived as "offensive" by the hearer. No con
viction is necessary to count it, and cases that are dis
missed are still recorded as " incidents ." As more 
"hate crime" laws go on the books, and police are 
under pressure to produce "hate crime" statistics, 
these incidents still have risen only slightly. 

Liberal activists increasingly invoke such phrases 
as "hostile speech" and "a climate of violence" to de
scribe pro-family opinion on homosexual issues. The 



net effect is to reclassify legitimate opinion and free 
speech as "hate speech" that can be censored. 

For example: 
• In Canada, a newspaper publisher and a man 

who placed a newspaper ad faced jail and were fined 
$4,500 each, for running an ad containing references 
to several Bible verses regarding homosexuality. 

• A preacher in New York saw his billboard with 
a Bible verse on it taken down under pressure from 
city officials, who cited "hate crime" rhetoric. 

• The San Francisco Board of Supervisors offi
cially approved a resolution urging local media to 
decline to run advertisements by pro-family groups 
that offered hope for change to homosexuals. A lib
eral court then winked at this egregious violation of 
the First Amendment. 

As the definition of "hate crimes" is expanded, 
practitioners of traditional religion and those who 
support policies favoring the traditional family will 
face legal sanctions. 

In Holland, it is now "illegal for any employer 
and for any provider of goods or services, to distin
guish between married and unmarried couples." 

Will recognition of marriage someday be a "hate 
crime" in America? Yes, if "hate crime" laws con
tinue to be enacted by well-meaning but misin
formed legislators. 

The solution to "hate crimes" is to enforce the 
law impartially and firmly. Every citizen deserves 
equal protection under the law. 

- Robert H. Knight is Director of the Culture 
and Family Institute, an affiliate of Concerned 
Women for America. Kenneth L. Ervin, II is CFI's 
Projects Coordinator. R 
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How Will You Leave This World? 
By Albert Gardner 

I t is not a matter to discuss and decide whether 
one will leave this world, for it is certain we will 
die unless we are alive when Jesus returns, and 

in that case we will be changed in the twinkle of an 
eye (1 Cor. 15:52; Heb. 9:27). "For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive" (1 Cor. 
15:22). 

We do not have in mind, will you have a linger
ing disease, or have a car crash, or simply die of old 
age. We are considering what spiritual condition one 
will be in when he dies. 

One can die as a baby or small child. It is sad 
when a young couple plans for months for a baby by 
getting the room ready and all necessary supplies and 
the baby is stillborn or lives for only a short time. We 
have pity and the deepest sympathy for them. Some
times small children die through accident or some 
other way. 

When this happens we have the assurance and 
comfort that they are safe in the arms of Jesus. They 
are safe and have never been lost because they have 
not sinned. When a child matures and understands 
right from ·wrong, and knows he is responsible for 
his actions; when he transgresses he is guilty of sin. 
Before that time he has not reached the age of ac
countability. 

The doctrine of original sin is the idea that the 
guilt of the sin of Adam is inherited and is passed o·n 
to children biologically from the parents. This can
not be true because of what sin is. "Sin is the trans
gression of the law" (1 John 3:4). "Therefore to him 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin" Oames 4: 17). Going against the will of God, 
or failure to do something good that is expected of 
us is sin. In either case, sin is an act. It is something 
we do. An act cannot be inherited or transferred to 
another. We may inherit the consequences but not 
the guilt of what others do. A drunk driver may kill 
or wound others, though they are innocent and are 
not guilty, they suffer the consequences of the sin of 
others. 

We cannot inherit sin because we do not get our 
spirit from our parents. "We are the offspring of 
God" (Acts 17 :28). God is the "Father of spirits" 
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(Heb. 12:9). God "formeth the spirit of man within 
him" (Zech. 12:1). We get our body from our par
ents but our spirit comes from God. 

One can die as an alien sinner. Many rebel 
against God and determine to live their lives the way 
they want to without restraints from anyone. Like 
the people Jesus dealt with, who "fulfilled the 
prophecy of Isaiah, which saith, by hearing ye shall 
hear, and not understand; and seeing ye shall see, 
and shall not perceive: For this people's heart is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they 
should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them" (Matt. 13:14-
15). 

The saddest way to leave this world is to end a 
life in rebellion to God. Judas, Agrippa, Felix, and 
the rich young ruler come to mind. Gentiles are said 
to have "no hope, and without God in the world" 
(Eph. 2: 12). 

If you die this way, you will ·have rejected 
heaven's message and pleading. You will have re
jected the sacrifice of Christ and the plan of salvation 
for the world. 

One can die as a backslider. The Bible is clear that 
Christians can fall. Jesus said the heart represented 
by the rocky soil "are they, which, when they hear, 
receive the word with joy; and these have no root, 
which for a while believe, and in time of temptation 
fall away" (Luke 8:13). Some say one can't fall, Jesus 
said they did. 

"For if after they have escaped the pollutions of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with 
them than the beginning" (2 Pet. 2:20). Unless one 
has a doctrine to prove, one would have trouble get
ting the true meaning of this verse. 

Ananias and Sapphira died on the spot. They 
died as liars and that is the way they will appear in 
judgment. Stephen died calling upon God. How had 
you rather die? Paul says Demas "loved this present 
world" (2 Tim. 4:10). 



How Will You Respond to the Problem? 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Across the nation voices are calling for change 
in the church. They want change in the way 
we worship; change in the way we interpret 

God's Word; change in the way we perceive our
selves as a religious people; change in rhe role of 
women in the leadership of the church along with 
other things. If successful in their endeavors, the 
church of Christ as we have know it will soon disap
pear from the American scene. 

The agents of change have gained a footho ld in 
some of our major Christian universities. Christian 
schools are of great importance in the struggle for 
the sou ls of the church. The future generation of 
church leaders are being molded, shaped and trained 
in them. Many of tomorrow's preachers will be 
trained there. If the liberals can control the schools, 
they can instill their views about Christianity in the 
hearts of those future leaders. To preserve the faith 
we have received and hold sacred, we must block 
these effort to impose unscriptural changes. Unfortu
nately, the response of our people to this challenge is 
not uniform: 

• Some see no harm. Those calling for change, to 
them, are like children, they will soon outgrow it and 
all will be fine in the end. Francis Schaeffer observed, 
"Do we suppose this trend will leave our own little 
projects, lives and churches untouched? ... can we be 
so deaf as not to hear all the warning bells?" 

• Some dislike the proposed changes but are not 
inclined to make an issue of the matter. They have 
no appetite for controversy. They will stay at home, 
mind their own business, preach and practice the 
Truth of Christ. 

• Some will eagerly embrace the new teachings 
and practice. They do not have strong convictions 
about doctrine, worship, or the nature of the church. 
They have been secretly longing for an opportunity 
to abandon the old ways which they view as stale and 
boring. 

• Some will react with hostility and bitterness. 
They are spoiling for a fight. They have been looking 
for an excuse to attack and drive the offenders out. 
Their reckless approach will do more harm than 
good. The liberals hold up their ugly attitude as an 

exhibit of why folks should listen to them and em
brace change. 

• Those who love the church and love their 
brethren and grieve to see them going astray will 
stand up to defend the ancient faith and church (Phil. 
1: 16). They will resist false teachers but do so with 
heavy hearts. With Paul they will weep as they con
front the enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil. 3: 18). 
They will stand and do battle, not because they love 
to, or prefer to fight, but from a sense of loyalty and 
duty to their Master and Lord and to his sacred 
word . They will reflect wisdom, moderation, good 
judgment, courage, and conviction in their approach. 
They are men who know the truth, love it and are set 
for its defense (Phil. 1:16). Only these brethren can 
safely lead the church to victory in these trouble-
some times. 12630 W. Fox(ire Dr. 
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Though we may sin and fall away, there is a way 
back. Simon believed and was baptized (Acts 8:13 ), 
which Jesus says will save a person (Mark 16:16). 
Mter this Simon tried to buy the Holy Spirit with 
money, which is sin. Judas sinned and committed sui
cide. Peter sinned but repented and returned. Simon 
was told, "Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, 
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee" (Acts 8 :22). "If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). 
When Christians sin, they are to repent of their sins, 
confess them, and pray for forgiveness. 

One can die as a faithful Christian. Our purpose 
is to find God, love and serve him all the days of our 
life (Acts 17:27). This is the true meaning of life. 
Some say life is not worth living, and that is true 
about so many ways one can live. The Christian life 
is the only life worth living. 

· What a blessing it is to be a Christian! We can 
have peace, joy, happiness and hope in this life. Most 
certainly there are blessings in the sweet by and by, 
but there are blessings in the sweet here and now 
that belong only to Christians. The rich young ruler 
went away, but Peter said, "We have left all, and have 
followed thee." In other words, we have done what 
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the ruler was told to do, what is there in it for us? 
"And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, 
There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall re
ceive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 
brethren, and sisters and mothers, and children, and 
lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come 
eternal life" (Mark 1 0:29-30). 

There are some blessings "now" and in the world 
to come eternal life. We long for the day when we 
can hear him say, "Well done faithful servant." 

One beautiful verse gives comfort, assurance, 
and hope. "And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed away" (Rev. 
21:4). What a great reunion in that place where we 
will be with the redeemed of all ages and behold the 
power, majesty, and love of God throughout eternity. 

How will you leave this world? If you left now, 
could you go to be with God and the saved? If not, 
you should make whatever corrections in your life 
that need to be made. 
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Potpourri ... 
Animal Rights 

{?i Princeton University Professor Peter Singer, 
dubbed the "godfather" of animal rights, says Chris
tianity is a "problem" for the animal rights movement. 

Singer, author of the book Animal Liberation and 
a professor of bioethics at Princeton University's 
Center for Human Values, criticized American Chris
tianity for its fundamentalist strain that takes the 
Bible too "literally" and promotes "speciesism." He 
defined speciesism as the belief that being a member 
of a certain species "makes you superior to any other 
being that is not a member of that species." 

In an address to the national Animal Rights 2002 
conference in McLean, Va., Singer also reiterated his 
controversial position that a "severely disabled" in
fant may be killed up to 28 days after its birth if the 
parents deem the baby's life is not worth living. 

He singled out the "more conservative main
stream fundamentalist views" that "want to make a 
huge gulf between humans and animals" as being the 
most harmful to the concept of "animal liberation." 

Singer pointed our that the Judea-Christian ethic 
teaches nor only that humans have souls and animals 
don ' t, but that humans are made in the image of God 
and that God gave mankind dominion over the ani
mals. "All three taken together do have a very nega
tive influence on the way in which we think about 
animals," he said. 

Singer was asked several questions about 
whether his concept of animal rights included the 
protection of insects, rodents, or shellfish. "I think 
insects are, you are right, the roughest conflicts we 
generally face. I wouldn't kill a spider if I can avoid 
killing a spider, and I don't think I need to," he said. 

What if termites were threaten ing his home? 
"With termites that are actually eating out the foun
dation of my home, and this happens, this is a more 
serious problem, and I think at that point, I would 
feel that I need to dwell somewhere, and if I can't 
drive them away in some way, I guess I would end up 
killing them," he conceded. 

When asked why humans should not be able to 
eat animals when animals eat other animals, Singer 
said that humans have to be held to a different stan
dard. 

''Animals generally are not making moral 
choices. An imals are not the same as humans. They 
can't reflect on what they are doing and think about 
the alternatives. Humans can. So there is no reason 
for taking what they do as a sort of moral lesson for 
us to take. We're the ones who have to have the re
sponsibility for making those choices," he said. 

Singer defended his previous writings that hu
mans and nonhumans can have "mutually satisfying" 
sexual relationships as long as they are consensual. 
When asked how an animal can consent to sexual 
contact with a human, he replied, "Your dog can 
show you when he or she wants to go for a walk and 
equally for nonviolent sexual contact, your dog or 
whatever else it is can show you whether he or she 
wants to engage in a certain kind of contact." 

T-shirts and bumper stickers seen at the confer
ence where Singer spoke, included a T-shirt featuring 
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a cow with the slogan "I died for your sins" (Morano, 
CNSNews.com, July 2, 2002). 

You doubtless picked up on the fact that Singer 
would kill a termite if it was eating his house, and 
must think he is superior to a termite. Is that 
speciesism? Also, Singer thinks humans must be held 
to a higher standard than animals because animals 
cannot make moral choices, but dogs can show if 
they want to have sex with humans- and humans 
can have sex with dogs as long as the dog don't care. 
Well, as Snuffy Smith used to say, "Won't wonders 
ever cease?" 

Anti-Islam Book 
®PARIS- A French judge yesterday refused an 

"anti-racism" group's request for an immediate ban 
on Italian journalist Oriana Fallaci's new book, 
which argues that the September 11 attacks shows 
the true face of Islam. 

The Movement Against Racism and for Friend
ship Between Peoples, also known as MRAP, had 
asked Judge Herve Stephan to ban the book, Rage 
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and Pride, saying its contents are an incitement to ra
cial hatred. 

Judge Stephan said he saw no point in an urgent 
ban, because the book had already sold 45,000 cop
ies in France since its publication last month and 
nearly a million copies in Italy. He referred the case 
to another court, which is scheduled to hear it July 
10. 

MRAP's leader, Mouloud Aounit, insists that the 
group believes in freedom of expression. He argues 
that the book is "racist delirium" that "incites racial 
violence." 

Miss Fallaci, 72, a former war correspondent 
who is known for candid interviews with world lead
ers, ended a decade-long, self-imposed silence after 
September 11 with the book, written in reaction to 
the terrorist attacks in New York, where she lives. 

The book, due out in the United States in the fall, 
contains such provocative statements as assertions 
that Western civilization is superior to Islam and that 
Muslim immigrants in the West, who "multiply like 
rats," are to blame for the rise in crime and prostitu
tion. 

Earlier this month, Miss Fallaci rejected the accu
sations against her and denounced recent anti-Jewish 
violence in France. "I find it shameful that in France 
- the France of liberty, equality and fraternity -
synagogues are burned, Jews are terrorized and their 
cemeteries are profaned," she wrote in a column in 
the prominent .daily newspaper Le Figaro. 

Muslim immigrants in France and elsewhere in 
Western Europe have been blamed for rising crime 
and anti-Semitic attacks, a development that has fu
eled recent gains by anti-immigration political par
ties throughout the continent. Miss Fallaci said she 
reserves the right to sue MRAP for branding her 
book "racist." She said she has been receiving death 
threats (The Washington Times, 6/22/2002). 
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core sex video to entice new "martyrs" to the ·cause 
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Arafat's state-run Palestinian Broadcast Com
pany debuted the sexy promotional film aimed at 
would-be suicide bombers, with footage that shows 
how six-dozen anxious-to-please virgins in the after
life will service Palestinian martyrs. 
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The video shows a young Palestinian man walk
ing with his girlfriend as he spies some Israeli sol
diers off in the distance. The man clearly starts think
ing about how to strike out at the Israeli soldiers. 

As he musters his courage to commit a terrorist 
act, the image of a bevy of stunningly beautiful 
young women appears out of nowhere. The girls are 
between 18 and 22 years of age. 

Clad in billowy white robes, the attractive 
women smile fetchingly as they call to the prospec
tive martyr, making motions with their hands as if to 
say "come here" and "join us." 

Next the film shows the Palestinian man being 
captured by the Israeli Defense Force after his at
tempted terrorist attack is foiled, which, the film 
suggests, means he faces certain death. 

Mter being killed by Israeli soldiers, the camera 
moves quickly to the new Palestinian martyr, who is 
smiling in paradise. 

"One of the gorgeous women in white greets him 
and pulls him into the mist where she and seven or 
eight beautiful women begin to surround him and 
gently caress him" (NewsMax.com, June 28, 2002). 
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Arafat's 11Sesame Street" Jillad 
$Why has the Western media practically ignored 

the shocking Palestinian state-sponsored broadcast 
of a classroom full of elementary school age children 
chanting hate-filled anti-Semitic slogans and vowing 
death to the Jews? 

The students on the PLO children's show ap
peared to be between six and eight years old. The 
English translation includes: 

'Each and every part of your soil is drenched 
with my blood,' one eight-year-old Palestinian 
"Sesame Streeter" proudly announces. 'We will 
march as warriors of jihad. On your life I fore
see my death,' he cheerfully adds in childlike 
tones. 

'I march quickly towards my death,' he con
tinues. 'Am I afraid? For me, life has little value 
because I am returning to my land and my 
people will know that I am a hero,' the young 
student explains. 

'I will bring a machine gun - violence, anger, 
anger, anger. When I wander into the entrance 
of jerusalem, I'll turn into a suicide warrior in 
battle dress, battle dress, battle dress.' 

'Bravo!' the proud Palestinian teacher ex
claims as her young scholar finishes his lesson 
(NewsMax.com, june 23, 2002). 

Is four Child Safe on the Internet? 
$The headlines are just horrific: "Girl Murdered 

by Man She Met Online" and "Boy Molested by In
ternet Sexual Predator." 

Today the World Wide Web may also be the Web 
of Wickedness for your child. . 

Lurking on the Internet are people just waiting to 
do appalling things - especially to our country's 
most valuable asset, our children. 

Here are some superb ideas, suggested by the 
FBI, to help protect your child from these despicable 
computer sex offenders. 

1. The possible warning signs that your child 
might be at risk online: 

• Your child spends large amounts of time 
online, especially at night. 

• You find pornography on your child's com
puter. 

• Your child receives phone calls from inen you 
don't know or is making calls, sometimes long dis
tance, to numbers you don't recognize. 

• Your child receives mail, gifts or packages from 
someone you don't know. 

• Your child turns the computer monitor off or 
quickly changes the screen on the monitor when you 
come into the room. 
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• Your child becomes withdrawn from the family. 
• Your child is using an online account belonging 

to someone else. 
2. Here are some tips to help minimize the 

chances of an online exploiter victimizing your child: 
• Communicate and talk to your child about 

sexual victimization and potential online danger. 
• Have them teach you about their favorite 

online destinations. 
• Keep the computer in a common room in the 

house, not in your child's bedroom. It is much more 
difficult for a computer sex offender to communicate 
with a child when the computer screen is. visible to a 
parent or another member of the household. 

• Utilize pa"rental controls provided by your ser
vice provider and/or blocking software. While elec
tronic chat can be a great place for children to make 
friends and discuss various topics of interest, it is 
also prowled by computer sex offenders. Use of chat 
rooms, in particular, should be heavily. monitored. 

Quick Security Tip: While parents.should utilize 
these mechanisms, they should not completely rely 
on them. 

• Always maintain access to your child's online 
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account and randomly check his/her e-mail. Be 
aware that your child could be contacted through the 
mail. Be up front with your child about your access 
and reasons why. 

• Teach your child the responsible use of online 
resources. There is much more to the online experi
ence than chat rooms. 

• Find out what computer safeguards are utilized 
by your child's school, the public library, and at the 
homes of your child's friends. 

Quick Security Tip: These are all places outside 
your normal supervision, where your child could en
counter an online predator. 

• Understand that even if your child was a will
ing participant in any form of sexual exploitation, 
he/she is not at fault and is the victim. The offender 
always bears the complete responsibility for his or 
her actions. 

• Instruct your child to: 
3. Never arrange a face-to-face meeting with 

someone met online. 
4. Never upload (post) pictures· of themselves 

onto the Internet or online service to people they do 
not personally know. 

5. Never give out identifying information such 
as name, home address, school or telephone number. 

6. Never download pictures from an unknown 
source, as. there is a good chance there could be sexu
ally explicit images. 

7. Never respond to messages or bulletin board 
postings that are suggestive, obscene,· belligerent or 
harassing. 

8. Realize that whatever they are told online 
may or may not be true. 

Quick Security Tip: If you believe your child is a · 
victim of a sexual predator, you should immediately 
contact your local police and the FBI. Remember to 
keep the computer turned off to help preserve any 
evidence for future law enforcement use. 

The above is a brief review of online child·safety. 
For more details, please go to www.fbi.gov. 

A final thought: Internet technology is a potent 
sword that cuts two ways. For most, it is a remark
able portal for extraordinary learning and for doing 
outstanding good; but unfortunately, for a depraved 
few, it's just a potent new weapon to help lure chil
dren into their terrible trap. 

Please talk to your children, educate them about 
the dangers of the Web, and carefully monitor and 
control their online activities (NewMax, Bruce 
Mandelblit, May 29, 2002). 



Children's Show on Gays 
~1 A proposed program on homosexuality to be 

aired this summer on the popular Nickelodeon 
cable-TV network for children has raised the ire 
of conservatives. As of yesterday, a petition on 
www.conservativepetitions.com asking the network 
not to air the show had acquired 42,539 signatures. 
A sample letter on the Web site says the topic is "to
tally inappropriate" for youngsters and that parents 
would prohibit their children from watching Nickel
odeon if the network airs the show. 

Veteran journalist Linda Ellerbee for "Nick 
News," a newsmagazine for pre-adolescents, is pro
ducing the program, which has yet to be named. 

Andrea Lafferty of the Traditional Values Coali
tion said Nickelodeon Vice President Marva Smalls 
told her the show simply would cover pervasive is
sues of the day. 

"For an overwhelming majority of children in 
the 'Nick News' age 8-13 target audience, homo
sexuality is not a pervasive issue," Mrs. Lafferty says. 
"In fact, it is not an issue at all. " 

T he show, which airs Sundays at 8:30 p.m., ap
pears on a network known mainly for its reruns of 
classic TV programs and some daytime children's 
material, such as "Rugrats" and "SpongeBob 
SquarePants." 

Its trust among children is one reason why 
groups such as the TVC and various Southern Baptist 
groups oppose the airing of a show on homosexual
ity. 

"Isn' t Nickelodeon the place to watch kids get
ting 'slimed' for a wrong answer on a game or find 
re-runs of old telev ision shows? After all, N ickel-
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odeon bills itself as a network parents can trust," said 
an editorial in the Florida Baptist Witness. 

This show is nothing more than pure propa
ganda," Mrs. Lafferty says. " It is an attempt to fur
ther desensitize our nation's children." 

She also pointed to an article in the Blade, a 
Washington newspaper for homosexuals, saying the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation was 
advising the producers Qulia Duin, The Washington 
Times, 5/29!2002). 

Adopting Abroad 
!~llnternational adoptions totaled 19,23 7 in the 

United States last year and show no signs of abating. 
However, several trends are shaping would-be 

parents' decisions, such as China's decision not to al
low homosexuals to adopt G ulia Duin, The Washing
ton Times, 5/31/2002). 

Darwinian Dogma 
!~>"Harvard professor Stephen Jay Gould, 60, 

died May 20 in his home in New York City. Dr. 
Gould, a paleontologist, gained world renown as a 
spokesman for his theory on evolution called 'punc
tuated equilibrium' (PE). His theory attempted to 
answer why no fossils have been found that show 

PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

"Its objective ... identifying, describing and discussing 
rhe changes ... churches of Christ are experiencing. Arc 
these changes legiti m:ne? Are they b iblically justifiable? ... 
Why ... speak out? (1) To alert our brotherhood and warn 
them; ... (2) To provide assistance and encouragement to 

those being racked by the destructive effects o f illicit 
change; (3) To reaffirm the simple trurh of God's will .... 

The complicated, convoluted ca ll for accommodation to 
cultu re is in direct conflict with the simplicity of the gospel 
and its .. . power to impact human hearts in a ll cu ltures .... 
Some ... need robe reminded and reassured that the "old 
paths" are still new. BKMIO l hardback, 528 pgs. 

What others have said: 
" Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 

which change agents are attempting to turn the church ... 
into just another ... seers .... a 'must' for every leader." 

"Much more than an expose of false teaching ... 
portions deali ng with the ex istence of God and Biblical 
inspiration are we ll worth the price of the book." 

$19.95 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

September 2002 29 
Firm Foundation 



gradual transition of one species into another, as 
most proponents of evolution believe. 

"Most public schools and universities still teach 
the classic Darwinian concept that one species can 
evolve into another through a process of incremental 
changes over great lengths of time. However, Dr. 
Gould recognized that the fossil record does not sup
port such a 'gradualism' theory. 

"Even though the fossil record shows that new 
species appeared on the earth abruptly and fully 
formed, as described in the Biblical book of Genesis, 
Dr. Gould held to the view that the appearance of 
new species can be explained by his PE theory. He 
remained an opponent of teaching any form of 'cre
ation science' in the classrooms and considered hu
man evolution merely 'a fortuitous cosmic after
thought"' (The Washington Times, 6/3/2002). 

Catholic Church Seeking Scapegoat? 
$Homosexual groups placed a full-page adver

tisement in recent editions of the New York Times, 
telling Roman Catholic Church leaders not to blame 
homosexuals for the church's sex scandal. 

"Now, church leaders are engaged in a cynical and 
orchestrated campaign to scapegoat gay people for this 
moral and public relations disaster. Catholic Church 
leaders must take responsibility for their own actions, 
end the cover-ups, and stop demonizing gay people," 
said the ad by the Coalition for Church Accountability. 

Officially, the church's hierarchy has avoided 
blaming homosexuality for the scandal, but it has 
been unsuccessful in preventing some of its members 
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from doing so. U.S. bishops meeting with Pope John 
Paul II last month at the Vatican addressed the issue 
of homosexual men studying at Catholic seminaries. 

Later, Chicago Bishop Wilton Gregory, president 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, com
plained about the "homosexual atmosphere" in 
Catholic seminaries and told the Chicago Sun-Times 
the church needs to ensure that the priesthood candi
dates it receives are "healthy in every possible way." 

Friday's ad was a direct response to an April 
homily by St. Patrick's Cathedral's Monsignor Eu
gene Clark that blamed homosexuality for sexual 
abuse by priests, said 1 oe Grabarz, executive director 
of Empire State Pride Agenda, New York's statewide 
homosexual civil rights advocacy organization. 

Monsignor Clark called homosexuality a "disor
der," and said homosexual men should not be al
lowed to become priests, according to the New York 
Daily News. He later recanted his comments Uoyce 
Howard Price, The Washington Times, 5/25/2002). 

Harlots or Housewives 
OA task force of the National Organization for 

Women~ Legal Defense and Education Fund last 
week sent out an "important action alert" to feminist 
groups nationwide, urging them to "call the White 
House switchboard" with a scripted message calling 
on President Bush to support the U.N. Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women. 

At issue is U.S. refusal so far to sign and ratify the 
1981 U.N. treaty, which pro-family opponents con
tend is being used to force signatory countries to 
change their laws relating to families, employment 
and abortion. 

"This treaty is anti-motherhood and pro-prosti
tution," said Wendy Wright, policy director for Con
cerned Women of America. 

A U.N. committee, comprising representatives 
from 23 member states, criticized China for prohibit
ing prostitution and Germany, where prostitution is 
legal, for not giving prostitutes the same workplace 
protections as all other workers" (The Washington 
Times, George Archibald, 5/28/2002) 

Rate Crimes 
OSenate Majority Leader Tom Daschle tried last 

week to quash debate on Sen. Ted Kennedy's pro
posed federal "hate crimes" bill. The gambit per
fectly illustrated what these men are trying to do to 
the whole country - shut down discussion about 
homosexuality. 



The brilliantly misnamed Local Law Enforce
ment Enhancement Act would vastly increase federal 
police power - not that of the local cops. The feds 
could rush in anywhere they decided something is a 
"hate crime." 

And what exactly constitutes a hate crime? 
Gary Glenn, president of the American Family 

Associati on of Michigan, gives this summary: "A 
criminal who physically assaults a pregnant mom, a 
small child, or a senior citizen wil l be punished less 
severe ly than someone who attacks a grown man, if 
that grown man engages in homosexual behavior." 

The bill is above all a sop to an increasingly pam
pered special interest group: homosexual activists. 

Among other things, it would create a new fed
eral civil right based on sexual behavior. This is no 
small change in the law. It would have the effect of 
recasting traditio nal morality as a form of bigotry, 
and providing legal tools to criminalize thought and 
speech that the government deems "hateful." 

You don 't have to connect too many dots to ar
rive where Canada has landed after passing lots of 
hate crime laws. Canadian TV and radio broadcast
ers are forbidden to discuss homosexuality in any but 
a positive way, lest they trigger "hate-motivated vio
lence." A man who took out an ad in a Saskatchewan 
newspaper featuring Bible verses about homosexual
ity was hauled before a human rights commission 
and fined $4,500. So was the publisher. Both were 
warned nor ro publish any more hate speech. 

In San Francisco, the city council passed a resolu
tion in 1998 urging local media not to accept ads 
that featured people coming out of the "gay" lif
estyle through the grace of God. They said the ads 
would lead to "hate violence." In Staten Island, New 

The Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use in high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKAF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 

$19.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

York, city officials invoked New York's hate crimes 
law to force a billboard company to take down an ad 
that featured a Bible verse about homosexuality (The 
Washington Times, Robert H . Knight, 6/21/2002). 

Homophobia Isn't a Phobia 
!?}Homophobia isn't a phobia or other psycho

logical problem - it's simply disgust, a new study 
shows. 

People who are repelled by homosexuality aren't 
driven by fear, but by disgust based on their value 
code and their desire to avoid "contamination," ac
cording to University of Arkansas researchers. 

The researchers found that individuals described 
as "homophobes" are not afraid of homosexuality 
themselves. 

In other words, people categorized as homo
phobes are not mentally disordered, as the gay lobby 
claims, but just disgusted by homosexuality, accord
ing to Northwest Arkansas Morning News reporter 
Allison Hogge. 
11ln God We Trust" Is Next 

\i:IAfter those two judges in San Francisco cen
sored the Pledge of Allegiance, some people won
dered if the national motto, "In God We Trust," 
would be next. Guess what: It is. 

Michael Newdow, the California atheist and self
promoter extraordinaire w ho was behind the ruling, 
told CNN he would fight to remove all references to 
God from government, including from U.S. currency 
(NewsMax.com, June 27, 2002). 
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Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun 
to perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

$9.99 $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Kitschy 
@ "Praise teams" are in, says Anderson Rearick 

of Nazarene College in Ohio. It's part of the "enter
tainment worship" thing, with members of the praise 
team scattered around the audience, mikes in hand, 
making sure that everybody takes hearty part in eigh
teen reprises of "I love you, Lord, love you, love 
you, love you." Rearick, writing in the Christian 
Century, observes: "It's all to our benefit. After all, if 
a member of the congregation is filled with jealousy, 
and thus a carnal heart, the discipline of standing 
through fifteen choruses of 'Thank you, Jesus' will 
chastise the flesh. And although the words may 
sometimes be a mystery, no one should worry. The 
lyrics are so si mple and short that memorization is 
automatic. 

Laughing Is Good 
\?>Lesley Holdcroft, Seattle Times staff reporter, 

says, "Laugh your way to peace? Yes, say the believ
er.s. Laugh, they claim, and you may live longer. 
Laugh and you may boost your immune system." 

Clearly, laughter is fun, but what of the medical 
benefits? Kevin Wilhelmsen of Harborview Medical 
Center cites several medical studies that show laugh
ter orchestrates changes in neural chemistry and 
gives the body a cardiovascular and respiratory 
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Especially for teens 

Out 
with 

Doubt 
by Kyle Butt, M.A. 

Out with Doubt Is an examination of the evidence that 
shows Christianity to be the one true religion of the one true 
God. Written in a vocabulary and style for junior high and high 
school students, it examines such topics as the existence of 
God, the composition, uniqueness, and inspiration of the 
Bible, the resurrection of Christ, dinosaurs, the age of the 
earth, miracles, and what a person must do to be saved. 

The book has 13 lessons, which makes it perfect for Bible 
classes . Each lesson contains discussion questions to help 
students grasp the concepts presented. Young people today 
are exposed to atheism, agnosticism, evolution, situation 
ethics, and numerous other false concepts. This book shows 
them how to build and strenthen a genuine faith in God, his 
Son, and his word. It is a refreshing change. 125 pgs. pb 

$7.95 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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workout, releasing muscle tension and stimulating 
the thymus gland. 

Medically, this means laughter may improve 
sleep and digestion and offer an antidote to anx iety 
and fear. Here is a list of claimed benefits for laugh
mg: 

1. Aerobic workout for heart and lungs. 
2. Decreases the negative effects of stress. 
3. Boosts the immune system. 
4. Improves digestion. 
5. Stabilizes mood. 
6. Inspires creativity. 
7. Rests the brain. 
8. Enhances communication. 
9. May enhance romance. A sense of humor is 

the most desirable trait in a mate. 
See Proverbs 17:22. 

Nothing to Be Proud 01 ..• 
®Coke Sells Out to Homosexual Lobby ... Coca 

Cola joined Bell South, U.S. Airways and Verizon 
Wireless in sponsoring '~tlanta Pride," the area's an
nual "gay" celebration. 

Ockham's Razor 
t?iOckham's razor is a rule of philosophical sim

plicity: the philosophical and scientific rule that 
simple explanations should be preferred to more 
complicated ones, and that the explanation of a new 
phenomenon should be based on what is already 
known. Also called law of parsimony 

It's the Intellectual's Curse. What causes people 
to be intellectuals is a disposition to think that ab
stractions and concepts are more real than actual re
ality - so they become more afraid of the hypotheti
cal consequences of the abstractions in their brains 
than by concrete threats in the real world. 

Strange Things Are Happening 
t?> In a village in India the people married two 

donkeys to appease the rain Gods. Well .. . in 
America some people want two homosexuals to 

marry. 

Parental Power 
!?>There is some good news - 60 percent of 

young people age 12 to 17 have never had a drink. In 
fact, a recent study showed that children whose par
ents are involved in their lives - hold regular con
versations, attend after-school events and listen to 

their problems - are less likely to drink or smoke. 
So please, use your powerful parental influence 

to help lead your child's life away from the perils 



of underage drinking (NewsMax.com, Bruce 
Mandelblit, July 1, 2002). 

rile fmployment Non-Discrimination Ad 
OThe Employment Non-Discrimination Act 

(ENDA) has once again been introduced in Congress. 
ENDA would prohibit discrimination based on 
"sexual orientation," thus opening businesses with 
15 or more employees to harassment by homosexual 
activist lawyers. 

ENDA is billed as an expansion of equality, but it 
is really a "gay" power grab that would severely curb 
constitutionally guaranteed "unalienable" rights that 
Americans . hold dear, including the freedoms of 
speech, religion, and association. 

In brief, ENDA would: 
• turn groups like the Boy Scouts into targets of 

federally-funded lawsuits; 
• constitute a major expansion of federal power 

over the workplace by creating a new way for the 
government to manipulate employers; 

• make people's sexual temptations a source of 
material for federal lawsuits; 

• elevate multiple-sex-partner relationships (bi
sexuality) into a federally protected "right." 

• require the federal government to declare that 
all sexual preferences are equally valid and support
able; 

• put the federal government in the position of 
adopting a view of sexuality utterly at odds with that 
propounded by the major faiths of Christianity, Juda
ism, and Islam; 

• prohibit employers from taking into account 
sexual conduct in the hiring of education and child 
care worker positions; 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

"What's written in this little book is based on the conviction that 
nothing in life is more important than a thorough knowledge of the 
Bible. But ••• for one to know, he must learn. And studying must 
precede the learning. It is obvious, therefore, that studying the 
Bible is tremendously important. It is one thing for one to study, 
and another thing for one to study effectively: This book will 
teach you to be an effective student of God's Word. BKAD01 

88 pages • paperback 

-$6.00-
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

• afford special protections to an already privi
leged group; 

• change national policy by forcing the govern
ment to abandon support for marriage - the bed
rock of every healthy society; 

•lead to further demands by homosexual activ
ists to force others to celebrate abnormal and un
healthy sexual behavior. 

Foday's Culture 
$"This is a different generation today. It's hard to 

shame young people nowadays," says Foster (The 
Dangerous Life of Altar Boys, a novel written in 1994 ). 

"It wasn't true in the '70s, though. Religion still 
had a stranglehold on our psyches." 

Ah, yes, today's shame-free culture is so infinitely 
superior to the 1970s when there was virtually no teen 
pregnancy, or abortion, or other violence; when there 
was no HIV/ AIDS, and much less hypocrisy. 

rranssexual Methodist Minister Resigns 
OA United Methodist minister suspended in 

June has given up her bid to become the first trans
sexual pastor of a Protestant church in America. 

According to a short statement released by 
Bishop Felton Edwin May of the Baltimore-Washing
ton United Methodist Conference, the Rev. Rebecca 
Ann Steen -formerly the Rev. Richard Zomastny
left the Methodist Church Friday and has no plans to 
return. 

Morris Hawkins, a layman who is president of 
United Methodist Men, said he is "hoping this will 
resolve the issue for good." 

Mr. Hawkins said Miss Steen's case is particu
larly sad because "when she was a man, he served 
with distinction at churches in our Frederick, An
napolis and Washington West districts." 

Miss Steen- who, as Mr. Zomastny, was the fa
ther of three children - has refused repeated offers 
for print, radio and television interviews, and her 
phone number remains unlisted (The Washington 
Times, Sean Salai, 7/2/2002). 

Ouofes 
ttWhen your greatest source of pride is 

nonjudgmentalism, you will pretend not to see even 
what is patently obvious (Mona Charen, Washington 
Times, 5/27/02). 

®Doublethink means the power of holding two 
contradictory beliefs in one's mind simultaneously, 
and accepting both of them (George Orwell, British 
writer). Fp 
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Suit Seen as Step to 'End Marriage' 
By Cheryl Wetzstein 

A group trying to define marriage in the U.S. 
Constitution says its goal is even more urgent 
now that an appeal has been filed in a Massa

chusetts lawsuit involving homosexual couples who 
want to "marry." 

"This is the lawsuit that may well end marriage," 
said Matt Daniels, executive director of the Alliance 
for Marriage, which has proposed a constitutional 
amendment to define marriage as between a man 
and a woman. 

On May 15, three Republican and three Demo
cratic members of the House introduced a bill to en
act the two-sentence amendment. 

Homosexual activist groups often say that they 
have "no effort under way to redefine marriage in 
America," Mr. Daniels said. 

But an appeal filed on Tuesday with the Massa
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court was intended to de
liver state "marriage" licenses to seven same-sex 
couples, he said. 

"The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court is 
one of the most sympathetic courts in the nation 
when it comes to the extreme ·demands of gay activ
ist groups," said Mr. Daniels, noting that this court 
once voted 8-1 to force organizers of a St. Patrick's 
Day parade to include homosexual activist groups. 
The U.S. Supreme Court overturned that ruling later. 

Once the Massachusetts high court has approved 
licenses for. these seven couples, homosexual activists 
will begin filing lawsuits in other states to win recog
nition of same-sex "marriage," Mr. Daniels said. 

"And none of our conventional state or federal 
legal defenses - including the federal [Defense of 
Marriage Act]- [is] going to be able to stop them," 
he said, referring to the 1996 law that defines mar
riage in federal law as the union between a man and 
a woman. 

The seven homosexual couples originally filed 
their lawsuit in April2001 in Suffolk Superior Court 
against the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health, which denied them marriage licenses. 

On May 8, Suffolk Superior Court Judge Thomas 
E. Connolly upheld the state's position of denying 
them licenses, saying that changes in state marriage 
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law should be made by the legislature, not the courts. 
Jennifer Levi, senior staff attorney at the Gay & 

Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, which was repre
senting the seven couples, said the lower court ruling 
did not dishearten them. 

"We have always known that there will be no fi
nal resolution in this case until it is heard by the Su
preme Judicial Court," Miss Levi said. 

She added that the plaintiffs' primary arguments 
are that civil marriage is a fundamental right under 
the state constitution and that it's unfair and illegal 
to deny marriage licenses to couples because they are 
of the same sex. 

An array of religious groups support the federal 
marriage amendment, which would define marriage 
as the legal union between a man and a woman, and 
prohibit courts from conferring marital status on un
married couples or groups. 

To be added to the U.S. Constitution, the mar
riage amendment must be approved by two-thirds of 
the House and Senate and ratified by at least 38 
states. 

However, Rep. Jim McDermott, Washington 
Democrat, said the amendment was "a ridiculous 
and shameful effort to threaten the U.S. Constitution 
and raise money and organize." 

It's a "vicious attempt to make the U.S. Constitu
tion explicitly anti-lesbian and gay rights," said Kim 
Gandy, president of the National Organization for 
Women. 

President Bush's position, said White House 
Press Secretary Ari Fleischer, is that he "supports the 
law of the land," referring to the Defense of Mar
riage Act (The Washington Times, 5/27/2002). 

Vision of the Ages 
or Leetares on the Apoeat,pse 
A complete view of the book of Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 
hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Please harmonize Ecclesiastes 1:4 and 
2 Peter 3:10. I know the word "world" is inter

changeable to mean either the people in the earth or 
the earth itself. Is the word "earth" interchangeable 
the same way? (Note Genesis 11: 1). I always thought 
the word "earth" referred to the earth in which we 
live. Are there any other words in the Bible inter
changeable like this? (D. J.) 

Answer: Ecclesiastes 1:4 says, "One generation 
passes away, and another generation comes; but 

the earth abides forever." 2 Peter 3:10 says, "But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements will melt with fervent heat; and the 
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up." 

So, one passage seems to say the earth abides for
ever and the other that the earth will be obliterated. 

The questioner astutely recognizes that a word 
may have more than one meaning. There are several 
different Hebrew and Greek words translated 
"world" and "earth," and, depending on which word 
is used and the context in which it appears, they con
vey several different concepts. 

Earth in the passages noted is the Hebrew word 
'eretz (Ecclesiastes) and theGreek word gee (2 Peter). 
They normally mean just what the English earth usu
ally means, our planer, the earth on which we live. 

The occasional use of earth to mean "the people 
who live on the earth" is not so much an interchange 
of meaning as it is a figure of speech. It is a figure we 
use so easily and naturally that we hardly notice we 
are usmg one. 

At a concert we say, "The whole auditorium 
stood and applauded;" after winning a big game, 
"The whole school rejoiced." 

The name of the figure is metonymy. One word 
is used for another, which it suggests by association. 
Examples of metonymy with earth are Genesis 11:1, 
"the whole earth was of one language," and Genesis 
18 :25 where God is called "the Judge of all the 
earth." 

However, the harmony of the two passages asked 
about does not lie in different meanings for earth, 
but rather in the meaning of forever in the 
Ecclesiastes passage. 

The Hebrew olam, the word translated forever, 
does not necessarily mean "without any end." Any 
standard Hebrew lexicon (dictionary), theological 
wordbook or commentary will verify that. 

Biblical examples of the use of olam with other 
meanings include: The Passover was to be kept "as a 
feast forever" (Ex. 12:14); under certain conditions 
a servant was given to a master "and he shall serve 
him forever" (Ex. 21 :6). Further examples can be 
multiplied. 

0/am, then, can often be appropriately trans
lated "for all of his life," "throughout the age," or 
"for the duration." 

In Ecclesiastes, "the Preacher" (Eccl. 1: 1) is ex
ploring the meaning of life "under the sun" (Eccl. 
1:3 ). He makes the point that, in contrast to the 
passing of generations of men and women, the earth 
is a constant. 

The phrase "under the sun" significantly occurs 
29 times in Ecclesiastes. It delineates the sphere 
which "the Preacher" is describing. 

He searches for happiness and meaning for life 
under the sun in wisdom {1:12), pleasure and wealth 
{2:1-8), and work {2:9-22). But, as he learns from his 
search, "under the sun" .. . "all is vanity." The rich 
and the poor, the wise man and the fool, the hard 
worker and the sluggard, all meet the same fate, 
death. 

That is only true, however, as he argues in the 
conclusion of the book, "under the sun." To fear 
God and keep his commandments is the whole of 
man in this life, and beyond this life God will settle 
all accounts (Eccl. 12:13-14). 

So, it is in the sphere of things "under the sun" 
that "the earth abides forever." It lasts "for the dura
tion." 

2 Peter, on the other hand, is specifically refer
ring to the end, when Christ shall return. What will 

~fi~eFi~~d;~~~ 35 



happen then is plainly stated. The heavens will pass 
away. The elements, the building blocks of the uni
verse, will melt with fervent heart. The works man
kind has built, and the earth itself, will be burned up 
(2 Pet. 3:1 0). All these things will "be dissolved" (2 
Pet. 3:11). 

There will then be new heavens and a new earth, 
we are promised (2 Pet. 3:13). Heaven is the dwell
ing place of God and earth the dwelling place of 
man. After Christ returns, both God and man will 
have a new dwelling place, and will dwell together 
Uohn 14:3; Rev. 21:3-4). 

The location of the new heavens and earth is not 
discussed in 2 Peter, but its location will not be here. 
"Here" will be gone. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Just a Christian 
Everyone who claims to be a Christian has probably 

been confronted with some of the following questions relat· 
lng to his profession: What is a Christian? Can one ever re· 
ally know whether or not he is a Christian? What does a 
Christian believe. and how does he behave? If you were to 
ask 300 people from 300 different denominations, you 
might receive 300 different answers. 

Can the term Christian be stretched to include an athe· 
ist? Apparently In modem America a man who believes al· 
most any doctrine or none may classify himself as a Chris· 
tian or may be so classified even by religious leaders. 

The men writing In this volume believe that the name sig· 
nifies a person who holds definite views regarding the per
son and work of Jesus Christ. They also hold that a Chris
tian must behave in the ways which are prescribed by the 
teachings of scripture. Christianity as a way of life must 
conform to the historical revelation of Jesus Christ In the 
gospel. Being a Christian means more than just wishing to 
have that. title; it means one thinks like Jesus and follows 
the way of life which he and his apostles delivered unto 
men. 

There are 73 chapters In this volume, written by such no
table men as Guy N. Woods, Bert Thompson, Earl West, 
Flavil Nichols, Adron Doran, Franklin Camp, Gary Colley, 
Glenn Colley, Winford Claiborne, and others. Chapters spe
cifically for ladies are Included as well. Hardback • 391 pgs. 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 3. 0- svsllsble In 3 editions 

Editions 

Kina James Version o/ o/ o/ 

New Kina James Version o/ o/ o/ 

New International Version o/ o/ o/ 

American Standard Version o/ o/ o/ 

New American Standard Bible o/ o/ o/ 

New American Standard Bible UPCiate o/ o/ 

The Uvlna Bible o/ 

Revised Standard Version o/ 
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Nave's ToDical Bible o/ o/ o/ 
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New Unaer's Bible Dictionary o/ o/ 

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) o/ o/ 

Matthew Henrts commentary (6 vol.) o/ o/ o/ 
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Interlinear Bible o/ o/ 
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VIne's Exoosltory Dictionary of Biblical Words o/ o/ o/ 

VIncent's Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) o/ 

Robertson's Word Pictures In the New Testament (6 vol.) "' Kell & Dalltzsch's Old Testament CommentarY (10 vol.) o/ 

Personal Notes o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Study/Readlna Plan o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Outlines o/ o/ o/ 

BlbleM&Ds o/ o/ o/ 

Bible Photo Collection o/ o/ o/ 

The Fundamentals, by R. A. Torrey o/ o/ o/ 

The Aoocalvose, by J. A. Salsa o/ o/ o/ 

SDuraeon's Encvclopedla of Sermons (8 vol.) o/ o/ o/ 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1 *Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ..........• 199.97 
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-Alaska-

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (32 1) 254-2261. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15 p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5 140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

- Georgia -
AIIanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9 :50 a.m., 6 p.m. ( 1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 

Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 995 18. (907) 344- Farmington- Sunnyvicw Church of Christ, Hwy 
393 1. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wai nwright and rhe 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11 rh Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

- Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave:, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (5 10) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 
9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, II a. m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

L~ke Ci ty- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

l:lkcland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64 133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

- Ohio -

Fai rborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10: 15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd. , P.O. Box 2686,38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, II a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Texas-
Ho uston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Busrer) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 11 01 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-25 15. Sun. 10, I 0:50a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller! ~~~~gelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
19 10 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Red land Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m. , Wed. 7:30p.m. (2 10) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1/l mi. cast of 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 9850 1, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8rh St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a. m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~a-Bib le Class Materia l 
~a-correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

Cari119 & Sliari119 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Outline of the Bible/History 
of Major Christian Movements 

by M. L. Wi/so11 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christian 
movements in outline form. The reader is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(c11lorgctf crl!iio11) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enla rged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 imponant doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Apostle Paul: 
Great Soldier of the Cross 

Curtis A. Cates, editor 

An indepth study of the great apostle is di
vided into 6 sections: The Apostle Paul; 
The Journeys of Paul; Paul's Views and 
Teaching; Lessons from the Apostle Paul; 
The Apostle Paul: a Great Example; 
Women's Classes. 55 chap., 830 pgs. hb. 

$17.95 
SS.OO shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Call for information on Bibles. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.25 slh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Uurlon CorTrnnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The Early Eaa·th 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. osot096790 
$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gilt subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. T here are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 

it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

' 

' Please notify us of address changes. 

38 

. . . 

September 2002 
Firm Foundation 

Is There Really a (jod? 
by lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old· 
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955) in response 
to many requests. The book is the result of 
much research in the areas of science, religion, 
and evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man• and evidences of the Flood. Authorities 
he cites in scientific areas also believe in God. 
Harvard and Berkeley have used the 
information in this book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's First People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large p rint; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$11.95 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." 

-



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in. this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-~elated matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month 
of publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged 
for the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Evangelist wanted for an established congregation 
of 200+ Christians. The candidate should be in 
his late 30's to early 50's, must be married with 
children and must have solid experience. He must 
be biblically and fundamentally sound in the 
scriptures and must be evangelistic minded with a 
strong desire for church growth. The position 
would be available on jan. 1, 2003. Please a resume 
an audio and/or video tape of a recent sermon to 
David jester, Search Committee Chairman, 1011 
Harriet St., Carlisle, PA 17013. 

The Church of Christ, Hampton, VA, a 
congregation of 175, is seeking a full-rime minister. 
Applicants must have five or more years of 
.experience, (including familiarity working with 

Siwell Road Church of Christ 
jackson, Mississippi 

Searching for Pulpit Minister 
Congregation of 300 members 

• Sound in doctrine 
• Must be energetic and hardworking 
• Good Community skills 
• Good organizational 

and personal work skills 
send resume (video or audio tape) to 

Siwell Road Church of Christ 
4075 Siwell Road 

Jackson, Mississippi 39212 

~ The ...... 

Preschoolers • 
Bible .p 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible stories In this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, •A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, simple il
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $4.50 
Texas residents sdd 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

elders & deacons); biblical education from 
accredited Bible college or university; evangelistic 
and willing to work in local community; provide 
r~sum~, audio and video tapes of recent sermons 
and complete a questionnaire made available after 
initial contact. Salary negotiable. If interested, 
contact Bill Broussard or Bobby Whetstone via the 
Hampton Church of Christ at (757) 851-3496. 

Alaska is a land of opportunity with many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who shepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 
ministries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 
seek a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven to serve. He 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/4 • x7% •x 3Je• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.50 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardback 
•12 pt. type 
•size a• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 

• Name In gold ............ $4.00Rine 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

should be able to work closely with elders, deacons 
and members to harmoniously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, teaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. If interested, please send a r~sum~, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes to, 
Search Committee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Decker at cragd@thgcpa.com 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is looking for a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles north of metro Atlanta. 
If interested, please send r~sum~ to search 
Committee, c/o Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Partial support. {817) 373-22n. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Free: Theater-type seating (wood). We would like 
to give away searing for about 150 (all or part). 
Interested parries contact: Ricky Spacek, Church 
of Christ, 424 Chambers St., Giddings, TX 78942 
or (979) 542-2827. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Seeking to relocate 

After 15 years with the church In Woodbridge, 
VA, I wish to relocate to be closer to our 
children in Texas, but will consider any work 
where I can do good. Need preacher's home 
and supplement to Social Security. Emphasis 
on pulpit and cottage meetings. 

Wilson Wallace 
14816 Danville Rd. 

Woodbridge, VA 22193. 
(254) 634-9008 
(703) 680-3267 

Please tty both numbers. 
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~ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. L. Whiteside 

Volume 1, 173 pgs. 
The Bible; Creation; Adam and Eve; The Flood; Abra
ham; The Cov~nants; The Apostles; The Great·Commis
sion; · The First Sermon; Obedience; -Disobedience; 
Grace; The.lqrd's Supper. 

Vo,um~·2i 167 pgs. 
Isaac, Jacob, Esau; Joseph; Deliverance of Israel from 
Bondage; Deliverance from Sin; The Ten Command
ments; Prayer; The First Chapter of Acts; The Jerusalem 
Church; Conversion of the Samaritans; Faith; Justifica
tion by Faith; Repentance; Partakers of the Divine Na
ture. 

Volume 3, 158 pgs. 
What Is the Church?; Establishment of the Church; How 
to Become a Member of the Church; Mission of the 
Church; Unity; The Lord's Day Meeting; Elders; Disci
pline; The Sabbath; Sabbath or Lord's Day, Whichl; 
Church Finances; Instrumental Music. 

Volume 4, 176 pgs. 
The Divine Origin of Christianity; Nature of Man; Events 
of Sinai; The Tabernacle; John the Baptist; Miraculous 
Manifestation of the Spirit; The Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Conversion; The Heart; Conversion of the Eunuch; Ac
tion of Baptism; Letter to the Church at Ephesus. 

Volume S, 767 pgs. 
The Wilderness Journey; Names and Titles of Christ; The 
Great Salvation; What Must I Do to Be Savedl; Infant 
Baptism; The Church at Corinth; Conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus; Conversion of Cornelius; Soldiers of Christ; The 
Second Coming of Christ; Eternal Life. 

$10.99 ea • s&h $3.50/one vol., 
$.50/ea. additional vol. 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

C.R. Nichol said of Robertson Whiteside, "His critical mind 
and power of reasoning have afforded him an insight into the 
teaching of the Bible that few men have. His implicit faith in 
God has led him to seek to know only what the will of God is, 
that he might comply with it and teach it without faltering."' 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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.Joshua 
edited by Bill Cline . 

This 1987 Firm Foundation lectureship book on Joshua 
is unique in. its composition. Both exegetical .and. homi
letical, it contains a verse-by-verse commentary on the 
24 chapte~ of Joshua, plus 28 full-length sermons. The 
52 manuscripts were written by 27 gospel preachers 
inclu~ing Bobby Liddell, Mac Deaver, Ira Y. Rice Jr., 

Bill Cline, Perry B. Cotham, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Guss 
Eoff, Jerry Moffitt, Garry K. Brantley, and others. 
LSAM03 hardback, 551 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Basis of Faith 
Joshua, a Man of the Book 
The Wisdom of Faith 
The Faith of Rahab 
The Preparation of Faith 
The Commitment of Faith 
Law, Grace, and Works 
The Maturity of Faith 
Faith's Limitations 
The Sin of Procrastination 
The Dependableness of God's Word 
Faith's Farewell 
The Cities of Refuge 
The Influence of a Righteous Man 
"The Bones of Joseph• 

$15.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

FOrder fro m Firm Foundation 

The World That Perished 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Photos and detailed descriptive text demonstrate that 
a global flood disaster Is the most reasonable expla
nation for many natural phenomena. A simple and In
teresting defense of the Genesis flood. 0-8010-9690-1 
pb, 184 pgs. revised edition 

$16.99 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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''The Hadean Realm'' 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

A sincere Bible student would like a discussion 
in regard to "the Hadean realm": 1. "My un
derstanding [he says] from the rich man and 

Lazarus in Luke 16 is that there is a place for de
parted souls which consists of a place of comfort for 
the righteous (Abraham's bosom) and a place of tor
ment for the wicked." I believe that your under
standing is accurate. 

2. "Another sincere brother rakes Paul's state
ment in Philippians 1:23, 'having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ,' as teaching that when one dies 
he or she goes to be with Christ in heaven." 

On the contrary, a person's being "with Christ in 
heaven" has to wait until after a stay in ''Abraham's 
bosom" (Luke 16:22), which is another name for 
Paradise (Luke 23:43), and "the third heaven" (2 
Cor. 12:2). And heaven must wait until "the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father with his an
gels; and then shall he render to every man accord
ing to his deeds (Matt. 16:27). Jesus "is ordained by 
God to be the Judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 
10:42; 17:31; John 5:22). We all will be "made 
manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ" that 
each one may receive the things done in the body, ac
cording to what we have done, "whether good or 
bad" (2 Cor. 5:1 0). 

After "the day of judgment" (Matt. 10:15; 
11:22, 24; 12:36), the righteous will "be caught up 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thess. 4:17). 
3. Another sincere brother says "that the bodies 

of the saints that arose when Jesus died on the cross 
and was resurrected went to heaven and at that time 
the righteous no longer go to hades but go to be with 
Christ," and the passages cited are 2 Corinthians 5:8 
and Philippians 1:23. 

I do not doubt the sincerity of the brother who 
says "that the bodies of the saints that arose when 
Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected went to 

heaven," but the brother is not an inspired prophet 
raised up to contradict Bible teaching. Matthew 
27:52-53 does nor say that "the bodies of the saints," 
nor even "the souls of the saints went to heaven." 

Solomon denied that any human being in his day 
had "ascended up into heaven" (Prov. 3 0:4 ), and 
Jesus said that "no one has ascended into heaven" 
Qohn 3:13). The sin<;ere brother also affirms, when 
"the bodies of the saints that arose when Jesus died," 
that at "that time" the "righteous no longer go to 
hades." The Hades that Jesus mentioned was a place 
of "torments" and of a "flame" (Luke 16:23-24), and 
righteous people have never gone to such a place. If 
the brother has in mind hades as a grave (as is most 
often found in the 61 occurrences of the Greek word 
haides in the Old Testament), then righteous people 
have not quit going to hades, for "it is appointed to 
men [righteous and unrighteous] once to die" (Heb. 
9:27). 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Service 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

It is said that a man once carried a sign read
ing, "I am the slave of Jesus. Whose slave 
are you?" 

Jesus' statement, "You cannot serve both 
God and mammon" literally says "You cannot 
be in bondage to both God and money." 
Choose whom you shall serve, and go not 
" limping between two opinions." 

The Greek word for mammon means, "What 
is trusted in," and signifies what a person consid
ers his chief good and therefore his greatest treasure. God demands 
this place for himself and will not take second place. 

"Seek first his kingdom, and his righteousness" is an often-ig
nored imperative. 

You may be the slave of Jesus and also work at a secular job to 
provide for self and family. That is okay, so long as you do not let 
the earthy supplant the heavenly. God's kingdom and righteous
ness must be paramount in your life if you would look on the face 
of God in peace. 

Total consecration can only be directed toward one object. A 
person may be focused on God but at the same time deal with 
commonplace things. A consecrated d iscip le of the new covenant 
may cut the grass, but this does not detract him from his total 
commitment to eternal things. A Christian housewife may scrub 
the floor, but her allegiance is to a higher order. Engaging in nec
essary but ordinary things does not require one to surrender his 
total devotion to God. 

A saved person can love the Lord with all his heart, soul, and 
mind (Matt. 22:37), and simultaneously work in field, home, 
shop, or office. The redeemed can be engaged in secular things but 
sacred things are his principal good. He may seek money without 
worshipping money. H e may labor for the bread that is perishing 
to feed self and family - such is his Christian duty- but he must 
also .. . first ... above all e lse ... seek the bread that endures to eter
nal life. 

To some this may seem like a conundrum, but it is simply a 
matter of keeping priorities straight, which is not an easy thing to 
do. 

If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seared on the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on the th ings that are above, not on the things 
that are upon the earth (Col. 3: 1-2). 



But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of 
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an in
fidel (1 Tim. 5 :8). 

These verses do not contradict. We can set our affections on 
things above while we are grubbing to make a living. Those who 
fail to see this become spiritual schizophrenics. 

Loving God supremely and putting him first (especially before 
self) is total consecration - and such unreserved dedication to 
higher and nobler things is our bounden duty. 

God wrote his name across the sky in stars. The twinkling 
lights in heaven show the glory, power, and divinity of God (Psa. 
19:1; Rom. 1:20). The obligation to honor God with obedience is 
blazed abroad by every point of light in the night sky. 

The grandeur of the universe constantly reminds us of the 
words of Jesus, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). 

"This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, 
and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man." 

The puny voice of the most educated in human institutions of 
learning - or all such voices together - become "sounding brass, 
or a clanging cymbal," and pale under the thunderous voice of the 
Almighty. 

It may not always be popular to be the slave of God, but it is 
always right. It may not gain the applause of men, but it will, at the 
last, receive the approval of the Supreme Judge of all the people of 
all the nations- and that's what counts. All else is vapor. 

Fight the good fight with all thy might, 
Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right, 
Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Thy joy and crown eternally. 

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citi
zens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever 
has." 

Another parable set he before them, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, 
and sowed in his field: which indeed is less than all seeds; but 
when it is grown, it is greater than the herbs, and becometh a 
tree, so that the birds of the heaven come and lodge in the 
branches thereof (Matt. 13:31-32). 

Commitment to spiritual and transcendent things is beyond 
the reach of the ignorant and the foolish. But the child of the Eter
nal One is ever mindful of the brevity of human life, the dazzling 
thought of eternity, the certainty of judgment, God's unspeakable 
love, his amazing mercy and grace, the incredible sacrifice of Cal
vary, and the sovereign Lordship of jesus. He is always aware of 
his profound obligation to live for him who died at Calvary, and 
through whose truth the world may be made free Uohn 8 :32; 
14:6). 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service. And be not fashioned according 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
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mind, and ye may prove what is the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God (Rom. 12:1-
2). 

Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continua ll y, that is, the frui t of lips 
which make confession to his name. But to do 
good and to commu nicate forget not: for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased (He b. 13:15-
16). 

The spiritual service of offering your very body 
as a living sacrifice to God is the essence of worship. 
Symbolically, it is fa lling down before God .. . kneel
ing .. . prostration .. . homage .. . obeisance. It is a sig
n of respect, greeting, consent, and submission. 

"For no t the hearers of the law are just before 
God but the doers of the law shall be justified" 

' (Rom. 2:13). 
"But be ye doers of the wo rd , and not hearers 

only, deluding your own selves" Uames 1 :22) . 
Spiritual service is giving the highest honor to 

the in fa llible and unfa iling word of the Master of 
men. It does not shrink from obeying the commands 
of the Bible to hear, believe, repent, confess, and be 
baptized to wash away sins. H av ing gained a wate r 
entrance into a kingdom that shall never pass away 
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Uohn 3 :5), the worsh iper is "fa ithful unto death," 
knowing there is laid up for him a "crown of righ
teousness." 

T he redeemed sing, "I am resolved to fo llow the 
Savior, Faithful and true each day, H eed what he 
sairh, do what he wi ll eth, He is the living way." 

His worshipful soul drives him to conscientiously 
gather with the saints upon the first day of the week 
to engage in prayer, song, study, giving, and the eat
ing of the Lord's Supper, just as the Bible commands. 
His whole life, including his last breath, is an obla
tion. (Paul said of his deparrure from this world, " I 
am already being offered.") The saint is true to his 
private devotions, fa ithfu l in Bible study, constant in 
benevolence, and unfailing in seeking the lost. 

H e is God's property. 
"Or know ye not that your body is a tem ple of 

t he Holy Spir it which is in you, which ye have fro m 
God? and ye are not you r own; for ye were bought 
with a price: glorify God therefore in your body" (1 
Cor. 6 : 19-20) . 

The blood-washed soul lovingly waits for the key 
to a mansion - his final victory for having over
come, which is the product of surrendering all to the 
Captain of salvation. The royal diadem that adorns 
the brow of Jesus will also grace the head of the sol
dier of the cross when he comes our of the battle to 
lay his trophies down at the feet of his Lord. 

And I saw, and l heard a voice of many angels 
round about the throne and the living creatures 
and the elders; and the number of them was ten 
thousand t imes ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands; saying with a great voice, Worthy is 
the Lamb that hath been slain to receive the 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and might and 
honor, and glory, and blessing. And every cre
ated thing which is in the heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and 
al l things are in them, heard I saying, Unto him 
that sitreth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, be 
the blessing, and the honor, and the glory, and 
the dominion, fo r ever and ever. And the four 
living creatures said, Amen. And the elders fell 
down and worshipped (Rev. 5:11-14). 

Let us join this heavenly host as we fall down and 
worship, presenting our bodies "a living sacrifice." 
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''The Hadean 
Realm'' 
(continued from page 1) 

Our sincere brother says that when "the bodies 
of the saints that arose when Jesus died," then "at 
that time the righteous no longer go to hades." What 
is the "hades" into which the righteous went before 
the saints arose, and are able now to avoid? He did 
not say. 

However, he did say that the righteous now "go 
to be with Christ" and the passages cited are 2 
Corinthians 5:8 and Philippians 1:23. But righteous 
people are not "at home with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5 :8) 
in heaven until they first have appeared "before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
the things done in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:1 0). 

Furthermore, the beautiful thought in 
Philippians 1:23, "having the desire to depart and be 
with Christ" in heaven, omits wh~t happens to the 
soul of a Christian or Lazarus, after he departs this 
life, who is "carried away by the angels into 
Abraham's bosom" (Luke 16:22), which is also 
called Paradise (Luke 23:43) and "the third heaven" 
(2 Cor. 12:2), and there "is comforted" (Luke 16:25) 
-now for 2,000 years for Paul- until the second 
coming of Jesus "with his angels" to sit on his "judg
ment seat" (Matt. 16:27; 2 Cor. 5:10). Then, after 
the Day of Judgment (Acts 17:31) all the righteous 
will be with Christ forever in heaven ( 1 Thess. 4: 17; 
John 14:2-3; 1 Pet. 1:5; 2 Tim. 4:8). 

On the other hand, God, whose "understanding 
is infinite" (Psa. 147:5), whose "judgments" are 
"unsearchable" and "his ways past tracing out" 
(Rom. 11:33), who knows "the end from the begin
ning" (Isa. 46:10), keeps the unrighteous in a flam
ing Hades (Luke 16:23-24), and finally casts Hades 
"into the lake of fire" (Rev 20:14), which is the "hell 
of fire" (Matt 5 :22). God, who is "love" (1 John 4:8, 
16), who gave part of him to die for me (John 3:16; 
1 Thess. 5: 1 0; Gal. 2:20), knows what is best for ev
erybodyl If I object, I must answer the question, "0 
man, who are you to reply against God?" (Rom. 
9:20). 
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Apollos 
and Max Lucado 

By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

l pollos was "an eloquent man, well versed in 
the Scriptures" (Acts 18:24). Max Lucado is 
"an eloquent man, well versed in the scrip

tures." However, Apollos "only understood the bap
tism of John" (Acts 18:25), and brother Max says, "I 
strongly resist any effort to trust the act of baptism to 
save" (Christian Chronicle, July 2002, p. 20). 

''After he [Apollos] had spoken boldly in the 
synagogue, with Priscilla and Aquila listening, they 
took him aside, and explained God's way to him 
more accurately" (Acts 18:26). I am sorry that 
Priscilla and Aquila are not here to explain. '~God's 
way to" Max Lucado "more accurately," but, thank 
God, there are Spirit-inspired spokesmen available 
whose words show that brother Max should "trust 
the act of baptism to save" sinners: 

Peter said, "Baptism now saves you" (1 Pet. 
3:21). 

Ananias said to a believer, "Now why do you de
lay? Arise, be baptized, and wash away your sins" 
(Acts 22:16). 

Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized shall 
be saved" (Mark 16:16). 

Apollos listened to Priscilla and Aquila and cor
rected his preaching. 

I pray that the talented Max Lucado will listen to 
Peter, Ananias, and Jesus, and correct his preaching. 
A preacher who boycotts the words of Peter and of 
Ananias and of Jesus, cannot say that he is preaching 
"the whole counsel·of God" (Acts 20:27). 

5535 E. Evergreen, #7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

(Brother McCord adds, ''I do not have Max 
Lucado's address, but I am sending a copy of the 
above article to the Christian Chronicle, in which I 
read brother Lucado's statement, "I strongly resist 
any effort to trust the act of baptism to save" auly, p. 
20), and I asked the Christian Chronicle to send a 
copy of my above article to brother Lucado.) F, 

F 
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A Glance at Bible and Psychology 
By Weldon Longfield 

Satan, high ly intelligent, is determined to destroy 
sou ls. Peter glimpsed by inspiration at the fa
ther of lies : "Be of sober sp irit, be on the alert. 

Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour" (1 Per. 5 :8). The 
devil's cleverness is seen in his temptation of Christ 
(Matt. 4: 1). The original meaning for "temptation" 
is "to soli cit to sin ." The brassy aggressiveness and 
brilli ance of Satan glares in his effort to cause a 
member of the Godhead to violate his nature. 

With such competence and dedication, the devil 
is always devising new means of advancing sin. The 
age spawned by Darwinism needed secular rel igions. 
The devil provided, among others, humanism, evo lu
tion, Nazism, and dia lectic materia lism. One of the 
most successfu l has been human psychology. 

Psychology is not always sinfu l. One refuses to 

do divorce counseling. H e has strong religious con
victions and has seen the damage divorce has done. 
Another psychologist, Lorie Acher-Jaquiss, who has 
managed faci lities for the menta_lly disabled, is skep
tical. She doesn't believe in the efficacy of Prozac
type drugs, and asked, "Why don't people with 
Tourette's Syndrome (which "causes" some to ran
domly spew obscenities) ever quote Bible passages?" 
Some other psychologists in the Lord's church may 
have stood their ground, although more often than 
not, psychology seems to supplant some of the bibl i
cal views of its students. The late Foy Smith, an ob
server of the brotherhood, said of preachers who get 
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degrees in psychology, "Psychology always wms 
out. " 

Nevertheless, even Christians have been seduced 
by human psychology, defined by Merriam Webster's 
America Online Dictionary as "the science of mind 
and behavior." Herein li es an intrinsic flaw of the 
discipline: the true science of behavior is in the Bible. 
T he book of Proverbs is a comprehensive, inspired 
psychology book, as is much of the teaching of Jesus. 

The psychology of men, on the other hand, may 
be compared to geology. Where the findings of geol
ogy harmonize with, or elaborate upon, the Bible, 
they are true. For example the discovery of layers of 
water-laid clay in parts of the world provides a com
mentary on the flood. But geology creeps into areas 
that contradict scripture with evolutionary specula
tions. Likewise, any "finding" of modern psychology 
which fails to harmonize with or elaborate on the 
Bible is false . Since there are more instructions in the 
Bible on human behavior than anything else, modern 
psychology is easy to assess for accuracy. 

Three areas in which the Bible and human psy
chology clash will be considered. Finally, some accu
rate and helpful conclusions of psychology will be 
cited. 

Psychology Is Rooted in Atheism 
Jesus sa id, "A good tree cannot produce bad frui t, 
nor can a bad tree produce good frui t" (Matt. 7 :18). 
The roots of most psychology are atheistic. Future of 
an Illusion is a book by the fou nder of psychoanaly
sis, Sigmund Freud. The illusion is God. The book 
jacket reads: 

Sigmund Freud wrote The Future of an lllusion 
late in his career when his interest in psycho
analysis had expanded beyond his earlier clinical 
concerns and when the problems of civilization 
itself occupied much of his attention ... . For 
Freud, re ligious ideas a re born of the need to 
make tolerable man's helplessness in his envi
ronment. 

Throughout the publication, Freud argues 
against God's existence venomously and blames the 
Creator for a plethora of behavior problems. Psy
chology cou ld have developed into a very useful 



tool. But Freud and some others could not resist ex
alting themselves above God. The legendary doctor 
had much to say about ego while letting his own be
come a monster. 

While Freud is considered outmoded, his subjec
tivism influences related disciplines. The Bob 
Newhart Show of twenty-five years ago caricatured 
psychology with the oft-repeated advice, "Follow 
your feelings." Today, contrary to the Bible teaching 
that "a man's way is not in himself" Uer. 10:23), that 
approach is far from obsolete. 

I have met five psychiatrists over three decades. 
One committed suicide shortly after we talked. The 
second seemed normal. The third was either a homo
sexual or wanted to look like one. The fourth be
lieved that in the healthiest culture today, boys are 
not weaned and sleep with their mothers until after 
puberty. 

The fifth appeared to become angry with a per
sonal friend who was a patient because he would not 
seek psychotherapy in addition to psychiatric drugs. 
The doctor ordered electro shock treatment, al
though amassing evidence indicates that it causes 
brain damage. Ernest Hemmingway after the treat
ment wrote, "Well, what is the sense of ruining my 

Excellent gift 

Nelson Classic Giant Print 
New King James Version 

Center-column reference Bible 
Genuine leather 

Features 
• 13~ point type 
• Self-pronouncing text 
• Center-column references 
• Center-column translation notes 
• Concordance 
• Stars marking messianic prophecies 
• Topical running heads 
• 8-page family record 
• 8 pages of full-color maps 
• Words of Christ in red 
• Convenient size for carrying 
• Gilded gold page edging 
• Indexed - $7.00 
• Your name In gold $4.00 

$44.95* (Special price Burgundy only) 0840708785 

$54.95 Black (Regular price) 0840708726 
$4.50 s&h per Bible 

Call for information on other Bibles. 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 

head and erasing my memory, which is my capital, 
and putting me out of business? It was a brilliant 
cure, but we lost the patient. Its [sic] a bum, botch, 
terrible." 

Hemmingway was far from righteous. His sui
cide, however, has been a mystery, as he had a good 
career, strong marriage and no debt. Maybe it is ex
plained by his loss of talent from the bizarre psychi
atric "cure." The absence of absolutes ranging from 
endorsing self-destruction to effeminacy to incest to 
vindictiveness characterizes some purveyors of 
"mental well ness." 

Wayne Jackson wrote, "Numerous articles ap
pearing in professional journals have increasingly 
questioned this 'science.' ... Much of the theory be
hind modern psychology is atheistic." 

Much Psychology Justifies Anti-biblical Behavior 
A Christian's son where I preached was an outpa
tient at a mental hospital. His psychiatrist, who rep
resented herself as a member of the Lord's church, 
determined that he was a woman in a man's body. 
She had him dress like a woman for treatments. Per
plexed for years by that, I recently found a possible 
explanation. I have long enjoyed the work of psy
chiatrist Dr. William Glasser. He holds a number of 
views harmonious with the Bible. 

In one book, however, Glasser pressed a client, 
George, who seemed to be living an ideal life, to ex
plain his suicidal desires. George finally responded, 
"I want to be a woman." Dr. Glasser wrote "For to
tally unknown reasons, once people put an opposite 
sex-picture into their quality worlds, they can't 
change it no· matter how hard they try." 

The "unknown reasons" are explained in the 
Bible. Deuteronomy 22:5 commands, "A woman 
shall not wear man's clothing, nor shall a man put on 
a woman's clothing; for whoever does these things is 
an abomination to the LORD your God." The sin of 
behaving like the opposite sex is so powerful that 
even when blinded, Sodom's homosexuals showed 
no concern for their loss of sight and continued to 
pursue "same sex" activity (Gen. 19: 11). 

That account indicates the grip of homosexual
type sins is extremely tight, and may lie behind the 
strident command of Deuteronomy not to dress like 
the opposite sex. Sin in general is so addictive; a per
son may harden himself to the point that he is unable 
to return to the Lord (Heb. 6:4-6). Sodomite-type 
sins appear to be among the most difficult to forsake. 

Reading much psychology is like reading a Bible 
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turned upside down. The sin of pride becomes low 
self-esteem. The Bible says to speak sparingly (Prov. 
11:12); psychology says to "vent." Where the Bible 
says "sin," psychology says, "sickness." Arrogance is 
insecurity. In a recent book by Bill Flatt, Restoring the 
Soul, depression is repeatedly called an illness. If that 
were true, it would be impossible for those chronically 
melancholy to obey Philipians 4:4: "Rejoice in the 
Lord always; again I will say, rejoice." Is God's com
mand impossible for the continually gloomy? 

Denominational author Les Parrot III writes, 
"Control Freaks are people who care more than you 
do about something and won't stop at being pushy to 
get their way." Yet Christ cared more about cleansing 
the temple than did the moneychangers Uohn 2:14) 
and was pushy in getting his way. John 2:15 says, 
"And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; 
and He poured out the coins of the moneychangers, 
and overturned their tables." 

The term "mental illness," heard so much it has 
become a part of American thinking, contradicts the 
Bible. If, for example, a schizophrenic is mentally ill, 
he may be institutionalized for years, sinning by nei
ther working nor developing talents. Yet he is sick, so 
it is not his fault. Schizophrenia exempts him from 
accountability. 

Yet the Bible teaches, with the exception of chil
dren, and, by common sense, those impaired to the 
level of childhood, all are accountable. Paul wrote, 
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). 

Psychiatrist William Glasser wrote, "I contend 
that we choose essentially everything we do, includ
ing behaviors that are commonly called mental ill
nesses," an unwitting commentary on Proverbs 
12:14: "A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit 
of his words, and the deeds of a man's hands will re
turn to him." 

Psychology Is a Dune of Shifting Sand 
When I was in college over thirty years ago, atheist 
B.F. Skinner and behaviorist psychology were pre
sented as authoritative in my classes. Based on obser
vations of rats in mazes and drawing on Pavlov's ex
periments with dogs, Dr. Skinner concluded that that 
we are solely products of our environment. I remem
ber being told that putting a mobile over a crib 
would increase substantially an infant's I.Q. (which 
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now makes me wonder how Aristotle got so smart). 
Nurture, not nature, was in the driver's seat. 

Then, nature became the determinant of behav
ior in vogue. Humans had little control over who 
they were. Alcoholics, by this thinking were geneti
cally compelled (and still are, in the eyes of many), to 
drunkenness. In fairness, it seems that some have in
clinations to sins others lack. I once asked my grand
mother why she didn't drink. She answered, "I love 
whisky." Since to most people, alcoholic beverages 
taste like medicine, she evidently had taste buds, 
which so tempted her to drunkenness that she 
avoided liquor. But the idea of compelling natural in
fluences to sin contradicts the Bible. If our makeup 
forces us to sin, God is at fault. 

Predispositions to sin, if they exist, are mild 
enough to withstand. James 4:7 says, "Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you." The Bible commands ab
staining from sin. Steven Lloyd wrote, "Jesus took the 
issue of abstinence seriously. So seriously, in fact that 
he advises us . . . cut off the hand that causes us to 
stumble and throw it away." The anti-drug slogan of 
the Reagan administration, "Just say no," was likely 
more biblical than its creators imagined. But just as 
with Skinner's conviction that environment compels 
behavior, to others in mental health, predispositions 
are irresistible. Man is innocent, and God is guilty. 

The current fad is chemical imbalance. Sophisti
cated brain scans have revealed that depression, for 
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example, is accompanied by a change in brain chem
istry. The assumption is that brain chemicals dictate 
depression but that depression does not alter brain 
chemistry. It is impossible to prove, and cleverly puts 
the fault at the feet of God. It is not helpful to those 
who are troubled. Psychiatrist Peter Breggin wrote, 
"As increasing people view psycho-spiritual conflicts, 
personal conflicts, behavior deviance, rebellion, and 
other human phenomenon as biochemical in origin, 
we are creating a new way of dismissing people and 
their problems. 

Conclusion: Correct Teachings in Psychology 
Some Bible defenders paint beliefs and people mostly 
wrong as entirely wrong, a mistake seldom if ever 
true. Judas was initially attracted to Christ -
Jehovah's Witnesses teach the truth on creation. Hit
ler introduced the Autobahn and Volkswagens. To 

paint with an unjustifiably wide brush makes us look 
foolish and without credibility. A courageous num
ber in the mental health field have come forward 
with documented exposes that do not conflict with 
the Bible. Some are quoted in this article. 

I cannot find a conflict with scripture in Glasser's 
1965 book, Reality Therapy. Psychologist Dianne 
Medved, wife.of conservative movie critic Michael 
Medved, in The Case Against Divorce, amasses every 
conceivable reason why divorce is harmful. I have 
given several copies away and challenge readers of 
these publications to produce statements that in con
text contradict the Bible. Rather than berate an en
tire discipline, the wise Christian will rejoice in 
truth, no matter what its source. 

4450 California Ave. K137 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
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A True Restoration 
By Jesse Fonville 

The work of restoring New Testament Chris
tianity has been going on for many years. 
Over the centuries, Christians, seeking to 

please themselves in religious matters, have changed 
the doctrine of Christ. Just as the early Christians 
had to combat the Judaizing teachers, Christians 
throughout the ages that hold to sound doctrine had 
to check their bearings (2 Cor. 13 :5), and make the 
corrections to the course of the good ship, Zion. 

People, not willing to change themselves, are 
quick to change the apostles' doctrine. This, in turn, 
calls for a return to the true pattern - the ideal pat
tern, which would effect a restoration goal. 

We have restored New Testament Christianity, 
just as others in centuries past have done. In what
ever century the pure seed has been planted in good 
and honest hearts, New Testament Christianity has 
been restored, and continues as long as they hold to 
"sound doctrine" (1 Tim. 4:16). 

But restoring New Testament Christianity in doc
trine, as vital as that is to one's salvation, is not a true 
and complete restoration, because a person's salva
tion is not dependent upon doctrine alone, but upon 
one's character also, or as some would say, upon one's 

heart. In our quest to be like the church of the first 
century, we are seeking to be like the good Christians, 
the faithful ones, not the weak and fallen ones. 

Notice what Paul said to Timothy: 

Take heed unto yourself, and unto the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this you shall 
both save yourself and those who hear you. 

The point is that I may be right in doctrine but 
wrong in practice; I may be successful in learning the 
doctrine, but a failure in living for Christ. As some 
might say, I can "talk the talk, but not walk the 
walk." 

Let us seek to re.stbre true New Testament Chris
tianity, the kind of people who are peacemakers, 
the kind who show mercy and forgiveness, the kind 
who seek to rescue instead of punishing, the kind 
who will work with those weak in the faith, the kind 
who will allow for differences of opinion. Until we 
learn to love as Christ loved, we have not restored 
New Testament Christianity Oohn 17:26; 1 John 
3:16). 
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Dangerous Assumptions 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

When Naaman, the Syrian leper, was told to 
wash in Jordan and he would be cleansed 
of his disease, he responded, "Behold I 

thought, He will surely come out to me and stand, 
and call on the name of Jehovah, his God, and wave 
is hand over the place, and recover the· leper" (2 
Kings 5: 11). His plaintive words, "Behold I thought" 
have been the basis for thousands of sermons. They 
are most appropriate for the church at the beginning 
of the 21st century. 

These words of Naaman reflect a mistaken as
sumption on his part that could have caused him to 
die a leper. Among contemporary churches of Christ 
such mistaken assumptions could also result in ir
reparable damage. Powerful and influential men and 
schools among us are working feverishly to impose 
changes on our churches that are neither scriptural 
nor helpful. These changes have to do with the name 
we wear, the doctrine we hold, the worship we offer 
to God, the role of women, the way of salvation, the 
authority of the Bible and numerous other matters. 
When folks read or hear of the work of these change 
agents some make dangerous assumptions. 

• Some assume it is no big deal. How wrong they 
are. These changes, if accomplished, will destroy the 
very foundation on which the church stands. 

• The rubble that will survive will not be a 
church of Christ but a denomination. 

• Others assume it involves just a few young 
preachers. Wrong! The changes are being champi
oned by a bevy of professors associated with our 
Christian universities. The problem has already 
spread throughout the country and affected several 
of our largest churches. It is found in virtually every 
large city in the country. It is safe to say that several 
hundred preachers are already committed to this 
program, maybe more. 

• Some assume it will go away if left alone. 
Wrong again. Error works like leaven, and if left 
alone, it will soon affect the entire brotherhood (1 
Cor. 5 :6). It is like a deadly virus. Once turned loose 
in a church, it will not cease until it is driven out or 
until it has conquered its host. It also spreads from 
church to church especially through youth groups 
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and campus activities attended by young Christians. 
• Others assume that no one will listen to them. 

Already a significant host of our people has embraced 
the clamor for change. Large audiences at some Chris
tian university lectureships stand and applaud the 
outlandish pronouncements of misguided speakers. 

• Some assume it will not affect us. This is a 
tragic assumption, which can have destructive re
sults. No congregation is immune to the possibility 
that someone will try to bring in this heresy. Mem
bers can however be inoculated before hand by 
sound teaching and proper warning. If done, they 
will not be vulnerable to the erroneous message. 

• Still others assume that someone else will rise up 
and squash the false teachers, therefore I need not 
inform myself or address the issue. The church is more 
vulnerable today than in years past. We have no David 
Lipscombs, G.C. Brewers, Guy N. Woods, or Thomas 
Warrens prepared to do battle with the false teachers 
among us. We are an army of soldiers with few bril
liant, courageous generals among us. Each of us must 
prepare himself and fight the good fight of the faith in 
our own community (1 Tim. 6: 12). 

• Many assume that God won't let it happen to 
his church. Wrong! It happened a hundred years ago 
when digression swept away 85 percent of our con
gregations and people, all of our schools, most of 
our mission work. Look around you and see the Dis
ciples of Christ and Christian Churches that are the 
proof that such has happened and can happen again. 
We must learn and heed the lessons of history lest we 
repeat the mistakes of the past. 

Naaman escaped from his leprosy only because 
he abandoned his false assumption and did what 
God instructed him to do. So it will be for the church 
of our generation. We must stand fast, we must resist 
every effort to subvert the faith, we must contend 
earnestly for "the faith" of Christ revealed in the 
New Testament Oude 3 ). We must take note of, and 
turn away from, those that cause divisions among us 
(Rom. 16:17-18). 
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BiHer Root 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Following the War Between the States our 
brotherhood experienced an upheaval almost 
identical to what we are currently seeing. I 

have often considered why these paradigm shifts oc
cur. What drives agents of change among God's 
people? How do men professing to love God and 
honor his word justify leading churches of Christ to 
rebel against the word? 

For example, Abilene Christian University is cur
rently producing a book trilogy entitled The Heart of 
the Restoration. The first two volumes evidence no 
kinship with the concepts of restoration. Following 
those books is abandoning the effort to restore the 
ancient order. I do not question the sincerity of the 
men associated with the project. Nor do I here assign 
sinister motives to them. Nevertheless, the books are 
poison. They are tepid imitations of thinking in 
vogue at prominent liberal universities. While the 
authors of volumes one and two of The Heart of the 
Restoration series show mastery of modern 
theology's nomenclature and philosophy; they dem
onstrate little understanding of concepts central to 
their arguments. In fact, they are given to naked un
substantiated assertions as if their assertions validate 
themselves. 

I wonder why? Why do Bible professors nur
tured in churches of Christ embrace dogmas and 
methodologies utterly foreign to biblical thinking? 
Why would they impose foreign concepts on stu
dents entrusted to their care? Why do they evidence 
an overpowering need to be accepted in an academic 
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community thoroughly dominated by unbelievers? 
These are haunting questions. 

The answers are partially hidden in the concept 
of a modern university itself. "The university as a 
phenomenon of Western culture was from the very 
beginning a pagan institution. The university in Ath
ens was closed because of its pagan character in 529 
B. C. The re-establishment of the university in the 
High Middle Ages at the end of the twelfth century 
occurred in conjunction with renewed interest in pa
gan culture as the primary object of study." 

The corpus juris civiles (body of civil law) was the 
focus around which the first university of professors 
and students gathered in Bologna, Italy. This legal 
code contained regulations enacted in the Christian 
era, but largely comprised a collection of laws from 
pagan times. The study of Aristotle - a pagan phi
losopher- gave rise to the second university in Paris. 

Scholasticism attempted to bring the new ratio
nal knowledge into agreement with the articles of 
faith. This effort set the tone for theological exer
tions of the High and Late Middle Ages. Instead of 
keeping in mind all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge lies hidden in Christ (Col. 2:3 ), it was as
sumed man requires worldly pagan wisdom along
side of God's word to make genuine intellectual 
progress. The Bible was reduced to one of two focal 

West Virginia 
S c h o o 1 o f P r e a c h in g 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faoulty 

Director 
EmanumB.Daugheriy 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 

(304) 845-8001 

October 2002 
Firm Foundation 11 



points for determining wisdom and knowledge. The 
scriptures came to be viewed as authoritative only in 
matters of redemption and Christian living. 
Aristotle, in contrast, became the source of a ll valid 
knowledge in the realm of natural sciences, social 
analysis, etc. This recourse to the traditions of pa
ganism led to institutionalizing the drive for au
tonomy as part of the formative essence of the uni
versity. 

Humanism determined to make man the measure 
of all things. It was actually a decisive renunciation 
of God, even if humanism usually adopted a thor
oughly pious deportment and incessantly mouthed 
scripture. What humanists said about God no longer 
sprang from revealed scripture but from the human 
spirit. This human spirit increasingly distanced itself 
from God's word. Christianity under the most posi
tive form of humanism degenerates into an enlight
ened religion for passing on humanistic civilization's 
values. 

In Humanism, God's word was no longer the 
standard. Instead, the Bible was judged by the stan
dard of humanistic culture. Thus culture - the 
product of the created human spirit- replaced rev
elation from the self-existent God. Faith in God was 
perverted into a subdivision of culture and the life of 
the human spirit. Consequently man regarded God's 
word as a product of the human spirit. 

Humanism attributes the status of truth to every 
product of human thought and creativity. The only 
standard man still possessed was, thereby, relativ
ized. Man's relativized subjectivity, which is unable 
to furnish a real foundation for judgments and meth
ods, is given free rein. I know that in the absence of 
judgments and methods there could be no communi
cation within the scientific community. But you 
should know the systems relied on by science and 
culture have under humanistic premises, no basis, 
but are grounded in no more than arrangements and 
agreements. 

In this approach, everything is allegedly true that 
demonstrates itself to be so on the basis of its inher
ent quality. In reality, nothing is regarded as true un
less acknowledged by the forces that shape science 
and industry. Those forces constitute the science and 
culture industry. These methods and systems furnish 
a residence for man outside the truth of revelation. 
But this residence does not prevent the scattering 
and fragmentation of human thought and life. It 
causes it. The Tower of Babel was designed to bring 
men together but separated them. Dissent is built 
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into the system. It is an o ngoing feature of the sci
ence and culture industry. 

The " independent" sciences are d irected by their 
own traditions, and individual freedom is granted 
only so far as the person's work can be integrated 
into the traditional framewo rk of the discipl ine. You 
are not allowed to th ink outside the box dictated by 
modern "science" o r philosophy. It is requ ired that 
you begin with their assumptions and draw only 
those conclusions consistent with the assumptions. 
Those who stray o ff the "reservation" will not retain 
fellowship in academia. 

In reality freedom of thought exists only where 
there is truth, and truth resides with him who is the 
way, the truth, and the life Qohn 14:6}. 

When Frances Bacon decreed "every truth is 
found inductively," he made the establishment of 
man as the measure of all things feas ible method
ologically. At the same time, the Bible was excluded 
as the source of truth. Consistent with his outlook he 
separated the realm of reason and science from that 
of faith and religion. 

Hobbs also made a sharp distinction between 
faith and thought. He said, "There is no concept in 
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the human understanding which did not first of all 
spring, entirely or partially, from the sense organs." 

Not only were the foundations of biblical criti
cism laid but also the atheistic underpinning of the 
sciences as a whole was fixed. Spinoza, Descartes, 
Kant, and many others only stated more precisely 
what was already laid down in the beginning stages 
of the Enlightenment. 

The ideas, which arose in humanism, took on 
mature form in German idealism. The educational 
system became more deeply rooted in the image of 
man taught by classical antiquity. 

Much was passed over in this sketch of the his
tory of ideas due to time, space, and personal limita
tions. The question of the relationship between the 
Reformation and Protestant Orthodoxy to Human
ism was not examined. But as far as the university is 
concerned, it is Humanism and Enlightenment, not 
Reformation and Pietism, which proved to exert 
long-term, one-sided influence. In the university, 
which from the beginning was an anti-Christian in
stitution, soon no place was left for thinking based 
consistently on God's revealed word. · 

Technical education found itself so much in op
position to the educational ideal in German 
Humboldt universities that founding alternate edu
cation centers became necessary. But the intellectual 
starting point of technology was also based on the 
Enlightenment, as was the humanist-idealist concept 
of education. As Germany went, so went the aca
demic world. In each case God was methodologically 
excluded from the beginning, even by researchers of 
unquestioned piety. Technology and education came 
to an agreement when the success of technology 
could no longer be ignored. The success of the athe
istic intellectual beginning point in technology ap
peared to validate it. This apparent confirmation 
stigmatized every objection as folly. 

It seems impossible to oppose thinking that pro
duces the machines we use daily, that organize the 
transportation systems, and that furnish central heat 
and electricity. Without these modern life is impos
sible. But everywhere - even Christian universities 
- this kind of thinking, rooted in godlessness, bears 
bitter fruit. No other fruit can come from the bitter
root of unbelief. 

All the progress in medicine has not done away 
with sickness. A few diseases appear defeated. But 
new ones are spreading rapidly. As a whole humanity 
is hardly healthier, only more dependent on doctors 
and drugs in nations where they are available. Where 

child and infant mortality have been conquered, now 
abortion and sterilization occur daily in assembly 
line fashion. Hardly one useful prescription drug 
does not cause negative side effects. 

Technical progress brings environmental damage 
on a scale previously unknown in history. Much ef
fort centers on weapons of mass destruction for the 
purpose of annihilating whole nations. Without tech
nical progress this would have been unimaginable. 

Even with the developments in biology and agri
cultural sciences, adequate nutrition for humanity is 
not assured. Man's interference has disrupted the 
biological balance requiring us to counter the imbal
ance often using poisons that bring damages of their 
own. Genetic engineering offers advantages in 
breeding livestock, but has corrupting potential for 
mankind. Sociology, billed as a means of addressing 
and solving social ills, is widely used to destroy natu
ral social ties. 

Modern society is patronized by the tyranny of 
experts. Self-proclaimed experts dictate the life of 
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" liberated" modern persons. On the basis of their 
"expertise" (which they often have nor shown to be 
valid in their personal lives) they are our authorities. 
Instead of the one Book of God's wisdom, we have 
many mutually contradictory books claiming validity 
on the basis of being "scientifi c." 

"Scientific" public sex education corrupts sexual 
behavior by destroying the natural sense of shame. It 
spreads disease, destruction, and heartache. 

Expe rts are called upo n to explain how many 
children one can afford. Experts claim the right to 
decide how these children ought to be brought up . 
Families and society reap the bitter fru its of this up
bringing while the experts have progressed to new 
theories of child rearing. 
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"Scientifically-assured" statistics and public
opinion polls the experts produce in abundance de
termine the modern lifestyle. This lifestyle can often 
only be addressed in terms of addictive behavior di
rected by t he pleasure principle. Taken together, all 
this is leading to a worldwide homogenization of 
thought and conduct. Of man's vaunted "maturity" 
there is no trace. 

Decade after decade Christianity has accepted 
this sacrilege and become more deeply implicated in 
it. What incred ible patience God has shown us. 

This state of affairs is deplorable. What respect
able-appearing godlessness we allowed ourselves to 
be sucked into. For over five centuries we have 
bowed to a culture and science which were anti
Christian from the start. We allowed ourselves to be 
convinced that t hinking and creativity are possible 
only within this framework. In so doing we trampled 
underfoot the gift of the Father, his beloved son, in 
whom he granted us all the riches of wisdom and 
knowledge. This must stop. Our chi ldren and the 
churches where they serve after graduating from col
lege deserve better. Instead of being fed warmed
over paganism, we must have teachers filled w ith 
God's word. T hey must teach from scripture they 
know to be divine in origin and inerrant in content. 

We must demand academic institutions where 
thought in all d isciplines wo rks from the sure foun
dation of God's word. We must have professors who 
break out of traditi onal connections to individual 
disciplines as quarries from which to salvage usable 
material with utmost caution. We must have men of 
courage, not pale imitations of liberal denomin~
rional scholars. 

The source of our problems is no mystery. It is the 
worldly university. For too many years we have sent 
some of our best and brightest off to be subjected to a 
decade or more of corrupt teaching predicated on 
fa ulty assumptions. T hey have returned with an in
fl ated sense of self, determined to reform us. They 
seek to remake us in the image of their professors. We 
must not submit. Let us be remade in the image of 
God's own Son revealed in his inerrant word. 

We must have academic institutions led by men 
who give the Bible its rightful place instead of fi lter
ing it through the latest fad ph ilosophy. Sadly there is 
little ev idence of that in the first two volumes of The 
Heart of the Restoration series or the university that 
published them. P. O . Box 316 
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The Heart of an Evangelist 
By Howard R. Horton 

I might have overlooked it if it hadn't been for the 
phrase, "[w]hich was one of the Seven" (Acts 
21:8). The "it," of course, is the fact that Paul 

(formerly Saul of Tarsus) was going to stay in the 
house of Philip, an evangelist. Now, what makes this 
so significant is that this is the same Philip who was a 
co-worker of Stephen; also, one of the Seven (Acts 
6: 1ff). And, and here it gets interesting (and, quite 
frankly, marvelous), when Paul was Saul, he was in
volved in the murder of Stephen, who was a friend 
and brother-in-Christ of Philip. And, it was the same 
Saul who ran Philip (and others) out of Jerusalem 
(Acts 8:1ff). Now, Paul is going to have genuine and 
warm hospitality showed to him; and others, in the 
house of the very one whom he (Paul) had formerly 
persecuted and "run out of town!" 

Question: What does this tell us about Philip? 
Well, let's begin with: 

Philip Had the Heart of Christ 
Yeah, Philip could preach and teach. He preached 
and taught to the Samaritans (Acts 8:5ff). And, we 
read of his work in Acts 8:35ff, where he taught the 
treasurer of Candace. He was, indeed, a hard 
worker. But, without the "heart" of Christ, mind of 
Christ, all that hard work and travel would be for 
nought; for nothing. 

Christ showed forgiveness on a cross; Stephen 
showed forgiveness on the stoning ground; and 
Philip showed forgiveness in Caesarea. 

How easy it would have been for Philip, once 
Paul was in his house, on his own turf, to inform Paul 
of how he [Philip] had been hurt by Paul's actions in 
the past. How easy it would have been to inform 
Paul how he [Philip] had been inconvenienced by be
ing run out of Jerusalem. For some, old wounds die 
hard. But, not Philip. 

Philip Could Be Sensitive Like Christ 
In Acts 21: 8ff, we read that a prophet, by the name 
Agabus, arrived at Philip's house and bound himself 
with Paul's "girdle" and prophesied of afflictions 
which were in store for Paul at Jerusalem. Luke 
records, "both we, and they of that place, besought 
him not to go to jerusalem" (Acts 21: 12). Is it too far 

a stretch to include Philip in that weeping crowd? I 
don't think so. In fact, their tears and pleading were 
about to weaken Paul's resolve. Thus, Paul let them 
know that they were breaking his heart by their lov
ing and caring actions. 

We preachers, or teachers, need to always be ener
getic, zealous, and correct in our teaching and preach
ing. However, if we ever leave, or lose, the "heart of 
Christ" our preaching and teaching will become shal
low; maybe even harmful to the cause of Christ. So, 
from time to time, let's revisit that home in Caesarea. 
A home where an evangelist lived; where an evangelist 
loved; where an evangelist worked; and, where an 
evangelist manifested genuine forgiveness. 
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Homosexual Fish? 
By L. Toreador 

Bruce Bagemihl's book, Biological. Exuberance, 
published in 1999, claims to document 
"homosexual, bisexual, and transgender crea

tures of every stripe and feather." He claims to have 
discovered "several species" of homosexual 
"salmon," and in the New York Aquarium in Coney 
Island, Brooklyn, he found a pair of homosexual 
penguins. How queer! (One definition of "queer," 
though outdated, is: "arousing suspicion.") 

This odd "research" was reported by Cristina 
Cardoze (The San Diego Union-Tribune, Aug. 23, 
2002), who seems to be laboring under the delusion 
that finding perverted animals proves homosexual 
behavior in humans is normal. 

Well, it doesn't! 
Bagemihl's book alleges that "homosexual be

havior" was found in "more than 450 species," in
cluding "grizzly bears, gorillas, flamingos, and owls." 

We wonder how in this wide and wonderful 
world anybody is going to document homosexual be
havior in fish ... or grizzly bears, for that matter. In 
his book Bagemihl admits that it is necessary to guess 
at the "meanings and motivations" of animals. 
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ing guesses, and conclusions arrived at by guesses" 
- which is the dictionary definition of guesswork. 

Yet, if Doctor Bagemihl is even close in his guess 
that 450 species of animals have a minority among 
them that practice homosexual behavior, what does 
it prove? 

Does that set a standard for human conduct? 
Can we say, "Look, the pigs have a few homo

sexuals among them; so homosexual behavior 
among humans is normal?" 

Is that the point? 
If human sexual mores are to be determined by 

the example of birds and beasts, then shall hetero
sexual people have the same sexual standards as het
erosexual dogs and cats and cows and bulls? 

The homosexual community - an unbelievably 
very small minority in America, amounting to less 
than 2 percent of the population- is kicking up a 
fuss in an attempt to compel the overwhelming ma
jority of normal people to endorse their strange and 
unnatural behavior. Their campaign is almost a ram
page. 

Homosexuals are not content to go off to them
selves and engage in their dangerous comportment, 
but seem determined to force the balance of the 
people to approve their behavior. · 

In pus~ing their agenda they insist that the rest 
of us must applaud as they flaunt their wickedness in 
"gay parades." 

If we do not stand wordlessly by as they attempt 
to recruit our children into a lifestyle the Bible de
scribes as "an abomination," then they go on the at
tack and attempt to paint every God-fearing person 
as an inexcusable ignoramus, and defame the Bible as 
the product of fools. 

The Bible says: 

Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies 
should be dishonored among themselves: for 
that they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, 
and worshipped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 
For this cause God gave them up unto vile pas
sions: for their women changed the natural use 
into that which is against nature: and likewise 



also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, 
men with men working unseemliness, and re
ceiving in themselves that recompense of their 
error which was due. And even as they refused 
to have God in their knowledge, God gave them 
up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not fitting (Rom. 1 :24-28). 

In this statement a man who was moved by the 
Holy Spirit and therefore spoke words of perpetual 
wisdom made the point that homosexual behavior is 
"unclean, dishonorable, a lie, vile, against nature, 
unseemly, reprobate, and not fitting." 

Those who are determined to engage in such de
plorable conduct have no choice but to wag their fin
ger and call the peerless apostle of Christ "dumb as a 
drum with a hole in it, sir." A veritable dummkopf. 

The only alternative is for them to repent, and 
we pray they will. 

As astounding as it may sound, some of 
America's great corporations jump on the homo
sexual bandwagon and join the bitter attack on what 
is true and right. 

Walt Disney Productions, AT&T, Shell Oil Com
pany ... are among the giants of ind!Jstry that foam 
and splutter in a squalid attempt to push the homo
sexual envelope. 

Christians in many of these companies find 
themselves under attack by high-ranking corporate 
officials and are made to feel insecure in their jobs. If 
they do not accept "diversity" and will not silently 
listen as their faith is denounced and they are pres
sured to cave in to corruption, they are castigated, or 
rejected. 

Of course, the framers of corporat~ programs 
that accept and excuse the homosexual manner of 
life see themselves as desensitizing the uninformed 
and making them couth and urbane. 

Otherwise they are blue-collar rednecks. 
Is a person who opposes same sex marriages in 

the legitimate fear that it will destroy the institution 
of marriage a homophobe? 

If a person speaks out against homosexual prac
tices, does ~e hate homosexuals? 

The "put down" for those who are against ho
mosexual conduct is to say they hate homosexuals. 

So, let's get that straight. 
Christians are against gambling because of the 

damage it does to people and society, but do not hate 
gamblers. To oppose murder does not make one a 
"murderer-phobe." To oppose fornication is not to 
hate the fornicator. In truth, a person may be hostile 

to any sin, but not hate the sinner. 
Sit back and relax. Christians do not hate homo

sexuals, though it does appear that some homosexu
als may be Christian-phobes - and some corporate 
executives, too. 

What makes it right for homosexuals to hate 
Christians, but wrong for Christians to oppose sin? 

Come on --let's get real. 
Jesus did not hate prostitutes, but he condemned 

prostitution. 
Think of that- here is a pathetically abused girl 

who is caught up in the web of prostitution. And 
here is a sympathetic but moral person who tries to 
rescue her. Is the person who tries to save the harlot 
from her sinful state guilty of hate? 

Well, yes and no. He hates sin, but not the sinner. 
If you do not get that, there is no point in us talk

ing. Get it? 
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''Godless Americans'' 
Plan March on Washington 

WASHINGTON - Athe ists, secularists and 
humanists from across the United States 
are plan ning a "Godless Americans March 

on Washington" this fa ll to protest what they see as 
the growth of religio n in U.S. culture and govern
ment, especially since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

"We are parricipating in this march to reclaim the 
American nation as a secular natio n because we feel 
it 's being moved more and more to a religious na
tion," said Katherine Bourdonnay, a spokeswoman 
for Council for Secular Humanism. 

"While America has many religious roots, it was 
fo unded as a secu lar nation, with a distinct separa
tion of church and state," she sa id. 

Council for Secular Humanism is one of 71 orga
nizations planning to participate in the Nov. 22 
march. Others are African Americans for Humanism, 
American Atheists, M ind Over Madness and Atheist 
Alliance International. 
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According to American Atheists, the march will 
be the first of its ki nd held in the nation's capital. 

The grou p states: "Just about every political and 
social 'cause' organization has done it - gays, 
blacks, wome n, even the Pro mise Keepers. Groups of 
every ideological coloration have spoken out and de
manded a seat at the table by mobilizing their sup
porters fo r a March or demonstration in our nation's 
capital. Now, it's our turn," 

Promise Keepers is an evangelical men's move
ment whose members commit themselves to reli
gious faith, family values and personal morality. The 
group conducted its Washington assembly this past 
weekend as part of a 16-stop tour. 

'Kid-Friendly Event' 
Godless Americans March will feature guest speak
ers, a ra lly, and activities for children. " It will be a 
very kid-friendly event, sa id Joe Zamecki, office 
manager at American Atheists Center, "and we're 
planning on keeping this very positive. [It's] no t go
ing to be a religion-bashing fest." 

The march wi ll provide atheists and agnostics the 
opportunity to talk about many of the social issues 
important to them, Zamecki said, " the civil rights of 
nonbelievers being the number one thing." Other is
sues will include " the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
[schoo l] voucher situation, also ... what it's like per
sonally to be in America as a nonbeliever." 

Zamecki said the hostility towa rd Godless 
Americans has increased in the aftermath of the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks. 

"Now of course we mourn right along with reli
gious people in America," said Zamecki, "but there 
[were] a lot of people in the media and in the gov
ernment who took advantage of that to go ahead and 
promote religion .... A lot of them also felt that that 
was a reason to slander nonbelievers. " 

'No Religion and No Belief' 
Zamecki said an example was Secretary of State 
Colin Powell's denunciation of the terrorist hijackers 
of Sept. 11 as "people who had no religion and no 
belief in a faith. " 

Organizers of Godless Americans M arch claim 



they are working to restore the original secular na
ture of the United States government, which they say 
was displaced as organized religion began to play a 
larger and larger role in American society. 

Conservative Christian opponents, however, 
counter that the opposite is true - that American so
ciety originally had a deeply entrenched religious de
votion that became diluted over time. 

'Founding Fathers Relied on God' 
"Government and religion [have] always been inter
twined since the founding of this nation, especially 
when you look at the many, many quotes from our 
Founding Fathers in which they relied on God for the 
establishment of our nation," said Ray Sharp, direc
tor of special projects at American Family Associa
tion. 

Sharp quoted James Madison's statement: "Reli
gion is the basis and foundation of government," and 
said numerous early state constitutions required 
those who assumed public office to make a profession 
of faith in God. 

As for Bourdonnay's insistence that a religious re
vival is under way in America, Sharp said, "I think 
there's been a renewal of the recognition that Chris
tianity is well entwined in our nation as a whole, and 
as well in our government. You cannot separate the 
two." 

'~ccording to the most recent American Religious 
Identification Survey, approximately 30 million 
people in the United States identify themselves as 
atheist, humanist, freethinker or agnostic. That num
ber amounts to about 13 percent of the U.S. popula
tion" (Rick Docksai, CNSNews, July 16, 2002). 
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Fellowship with Denominations 
By Raymond Elliott 

I was a student at Alabama Christian College (now 
Faulkner University) in Montgomery, Alabama, 
during the 1950s. I remember very well how 

excited I was to be taking a course called "The Resto
ration Movement" taught by Dr. Furman Kearley. It 
was a genuine thrill to study in detail men like Tho
mas and Alexander Campbell, Walter Scott, Barton 
W. Stone, and a host of others who were intent on 
going back to the Bible for guidance in matter reli
gious. Our textbook was The Search For The Ancient 
Order written by brother Earl West. Of course it was 
sad to learn of the division among brethren over 
unscriptural doctrines and practices that invaded the 
fellowship of those of like precious faith. One prob
lem that faced brethren in that period related to how 
far one could go in "fellowshipping" our denomina
tional friends. There was a segment of our brother
hood that began to extend fellowship to all simply 
because of their common belief in Jesus Christ as be
ing the Son of God. To them, doctrine and the vari
ous modes of congregational worship were not to be 
a hindrance to "open fellowship." Frankly, I never 
thought that this would be a problem facing the 
church of the Lord during my preaching experience. 
But, I was wrong. Here we are dealing with the same 
issues and problems the church dealt with a hundred 
or so years ago. 

I love my brethren, and I constantly pray for 
unity, harmony and peace to exist in the church of 
our Lord. However, I am fully aware that man has 
not remained faithful to God for very long at a time. 
Presently we are dealing with a full-blown digression 
in the church. There are those who serve as elders/ 
shepherds and preachers, along with teachers in 
some of our Christian schools who are leading the 
people of God into error. It is truly heart breaking to 
witness a division that has come and is coming to our 
brotherhood. I want to give you an example r~gard
ing some brethren who are having communion with 
the denominations, and, I do so with a deep sadness 
in my heart. 

In the church bulletin of Sunday, May 5, 2002, 
John Ed Mathison, preacher for the Frazer Memorial 
Methodist C~urch, Montgomery, Ala., wrote: ccThis 

20 October 2002 
Firm Foundation 

will be a very significant Sunday as we have the Car
riage Hills Church of Christ ensemble singing at the 
worship services in the Sanctuary. This is a wonderful 
musical group, and I deeply appreciate their willing
ness to participate and lead in our celebration of wor
ship. I have had the privilege of speaking at Wednes
day night worship at Carriage Hills Church of Christ 
on three occasions. The people there were gracious 
and warm and accepting of a Methodist. Like Frazer, 
their music is great. I invited, and they are coming! I 
believe very strongly that we need better spirit of co
operation among Christian people throughout the 
community and the world. We are not in competition 
with each other, but we need to cooperate to lift high 
the name of ] esus Christ. Part of the ministry of 
Frazer is to join hands with people of other congrega- -
tions and denominations to celebrate and worship." 
In the "ORDER OF WORSHIP" section of the bulle-
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tin, the "Carriage Hills Church of Christ Ensemble" 
was scheduled to sing twice during the service. 

There are several conclusions that can be 
reached/inferred by the actions of these brethren. 
First of all, it seems that this Methodist preacher was 
extended the "right hand of fellowship" by at least a 
number of the brethren meeting at Carriage Hills. 
This would include these brethren believing that the 
visiting preacher was a brother in Christ, regardless 
of his understanding and teaching on how a person is 
saved from past sins. Otherwise, they could not have 
accepted him as a Methodist. Second, some brethren 
at Carriage Hills undoubtedly believe how one wor
ships God is not of great importance; otherwise, 
their ensemble would not have had a leading part in 
the worship service at Frazer. It would also appear 
that the elders at Carriage Hills believe in the "diver
sity of doctrine" theory propagated by Leroy Garrett 
and Carl Ketcherside in years past and now practiced 
by a large segment of our brotherhood. It may also 
be inferred that they believe that the church of Jesus 
Christ is just "another denomination." 

I want to refresh our minds regarding the exhor
tation and prediction that the apo.stle made to the 
Ephesian elders when he met with them at Miletus: 

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood. For I 
know this, that after my departure savage 
wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
flock. "Also from among yourselves men will 
rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
the disciples after them (Acts 20:28-30, NKJV). 

If shepherds/elders were faithful to the word of God, 
error would not be taught in the classrooms or from 
the pulpits. It is worthy to note however that Paul 
specified that it would be the case that the apostasy 
would begin among the eldership. No wonder Paul 
warned them first of all to "take heed to yourselves." 
I served as an elder with some faithful men in years 
past. There was a very active group (faction) in the 
congregation where I served that wanted us to make 
some drastic changes in our worship assemblies and 
in other areas of the local work. Those changes that 
could be considered as methods and/or expediencies 
were discussed and were often put into practice. But, 
there was a stopping point when we considered 
something as being unscriptural or highly question
able. One of the brothers who later left said in an el
ders' meeting, "I guess you are drawing a line in the 
sand." One elder replied, "I guess you can say that." 

Eventually, several families left because of the refusal 
of the elders to go along with their desire to imple
ment questionable and some unscriptural practices. 
In contrast, it is indeed sad to observe that the shep
herds/elders of the Carriage Hills Church are leading 
the congregation into digression. They will have to 
give account of the souls under their oversight (Heb. 
13: 17). Theri, there is the matter of influence. A 
little leaven will leaven the whole lump (Gal. 5 :9). 
These brethren are no doubt associated with other 
members from various congregations and Christian 
schools and will have some impact on the thinking of 
others in these matters. 

Digression from the Lord's way has been slow 
coming to the state of Alabama. The reason being, 
we have had great men of God who have preached 
and taught sound doctrine in years past. I speak 
mainly of brethren like Gus Nichols, Franklin Camp, 
Rex A. Turner, V.P. Black and a host of other preach
ers who have contributed to the growth and faithful
ness of the church of our Lord. There have also been 
various periodicals that brethren have published in 
our state, along with other publications from with
out our state that have contributed to the faithfulness 
of our brethren and made us aware of the various 
false teachings of certain preachers/teachers among 
us. The apostle John wrote, "My little children, these 
things write I unto you that ye may not sin" (1 John 
2:1, ASV). Someone has said, "It is better to prevent 
than to repent." The message is clear. We must do a 
better job of teaching brethren about the present is
sues facing the church. While we must preach the 
truth in love (Eph. 4: 15) the need remains, we must 
preach the truth! 
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Hooks' Speech at Southwestern 
Divisive 

Radical socialist Professor Bell Hooks' May 11 
commencement address sent political shock
waves through Southwestern University, a lib

eral arts college in Georgetown, Texas, in central 
Texas not known as a haven for left-wing activism. 
Unlike most commencement speeches that are opti
mistic and unifying, Hooks' condemned many mem
bers of her audience, urged them to disregard the fu
ture because caring about the future is a patriarchal 
capitalist construct, bemoaned the so-called patriar
chy, slammed the war on terrorism, and equated a 
conservatism with murder. As a result, a stunned au
dience of parents and graduates widely and repeat
edly booed her. 

Although her diatribe was littered with outra
geous statements, perhaps the most asinine was, 
"The radical, dissident voices among you have 
learned here at Southwestern how to form communi
ties of resistance that have helped you find your way 
in the midst of life-threatening conservatism, loneli
ness, and the powerful forces of everyday fascism 
which use the politics of exclusiqn and ostracism to 
maintain the status quo. Every terrorist regime in the 
world uses isolation to break people's spirits." 

While Hooks described conservatism as murder
ous and equated it with global terrorism, she pro-

. vided no evidence whatsoever for this outlandish as
sertion. Hooks, a self-proclaimed lesbian, repeatedly 
denounced the so-called patriarchy. In fact, she 
blamed men for virtually every evil in the world, in
cluding the U.S. war on terrorism, which she roundly 
condemned. 

22 

Hooks stated: 
Indeed our nation's call for violence in the af

termath of 9/11 was an expression of wide
spread hopelessness, the cynicism that has been 
at the heart of our nation's ongoing fascination 
with death. Any society based on domination 
supports and condones violence. Yet as that vio
lence wreaked havoc in our own hearts and in 
the lives of our loved ones and fellow citizens, 
many Americans experienced for the first time a 
moment of clarity when they knew without a 
doubt that to choose life, we must stand against 
violence, we must choose peace. And yet that 
moment of collective clarity was soon obscured 
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by the imperialist, white supremacist, capitalist, 
patriarchal hunger to show the planet our 
nation's force, to show that this nation would 
commit absolute acts of violence that will wipe 
out whole nations and worlds. 

The world was held spellbound by our 
government's declaration of its commitment to 
violence, to death. Yet just as the violence of the 
terrorists who slaughtered the innocent on 9/11 
does not lead us closer to justice, to reconcilia
tion or peace, the violent acts of imperialist ag
gression enacted in the name of bringing an end 
to terrorism have brought us no closer to recon-
ciliation, to peace, to justice. · 

It is difficult to know where to began in 
deconstructing Hooks' many anti-American false
hoods and fallacies. First, perhaps she should explain 
to the millions of Mghans who now enjoy food and 
freedom thanks to the toppling of the Taliban that 
U.S. action has not brought us closer to reconcilia
tion, peace, and justice. Moreover, what are the U.S. 
acts of "imperialist aggression" to which she refers? 
Hooks evidently is unable to grasp the concept of 
self-defense. There is not much imperialism here ei
ther as the U.S. has facilitated the reestablishment of 
a legitimate post-Taliban, multi-ethnic government 
run by Mghans themselves. 

Hooks also fails to substantiate her charge that 
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U.S. military action is motivated by the patriarchy. In 
fact, polls show that women are equally supportive 
of the war on terrorism. Hooks' hyperventilating 
reached a crescendo when she accused the U.S. of 
"wiping out whole nations and worlds." 

Of course, the U.S. war on terrorism has not 
wiped out a single nation, but is helping to rebuild 
one in Afghanistan. There is only one world, so it is 
not clear which "worlds' Hooks is referring to -
perhaps those that only exist in her deranged mind. 
In her imaginary peacenik utopia, Hooks apparently 
envisions that, instead of dispatching the military to 
attack terrorists, the U.S. should send pacifists pro
fessors to sing kum-by-ya with Osama bin-Laden. 

In fact, Hooks said later in her speech, ''All 
thought of domination, control, force, and violence 
must be abandoned. We are told in the sacred writ
ings of spiritual teachings from all the great religions 
of the world to recognize love as the transformative 
force that will enable us to choose against death." 

Hooks then bizarrely equated terrorism and 
overeating, stating, "There is no life to be found in 
violence. Every act of violence brings us closer to 
death. Whether it's the mundane violence we do to 
our bodies by overeating toxic food or drink or the 
extreme violence of child abuse, domestic warfare, 
life-threatening poverty, addiction, or state terror
ism." At this point, graduates and the parents must 
have had a truly uplifting feeling on this momentous 
occasion. 

In an incomplete sentence, Hooks also observed, 
"Because the terror of unjust killing, which has long 
been rampant in our land taking place everyday 
when children are murdered, when women are 
beaten and raped, when individuals are bombed in 
their churches, in their homes, when native peoples 
continue to suffer loss of their lands." Of course, 
Hooks failed to identify any American Indians that 
are currently being robbed of their land. Why let the 
facts get in the way of another anti-American rant ar
guing that the acts of terrorists on 9/11 are morally 
equivalent to our own government's policies? 

Hooks soon returned to her theme of haranguing 
the patriarchy. Addressing 9/11 again, Hooks 
groused: 

Their terrorist acts called out the violence 
undergirding every culture of domination, in
cluding ours, unmasked it and compelled it to 
speak openly its worship of death. No one has 
gained greater freedom or peace as a conse
quence of these acts. In their violent wake, these 
brutal acts have sown the seeds for greater, more 

destructive violence. They have led us more 
deeply into the valley of the shadow of death. 
All over the world, young males and females, 
schooled in the art of patriarchal thinking, are 
building an identity on a foundation that sees 
the will to do violence as the essential way to as
sert being. We cannot then, turn away from vio
lence without challenging and changing patriar
chy, without bringing an end to sexist exploita
tion and oppression that teaches boys and men 
contempt for life, rooted in support of domi
nance and submission, coercion and manipula
tion, is the appropriate way to express masculine 
identity. 

Remarkably, Hooks not only condemned the so
called patriarchy, but also demeaned many of the 
graduates. She bemoaned, "Many of you have spent 
your years at Southwestern indulging in the basic 
violence of self-betrayal - going along to get along, 
going along with the crowd, conforming. As a conse
quence, the years you have spent here have not pro
vided you with the foundation of healthy self-esteem 
needed to enable you to go forward and forge your 
own unique identity. By refusing to honor the core of 
your being, by mindless conformity, you have placed 
your soul at risk." Can parents ask for a refund now? 

Hooks also had a message for parents that re-
flects her anti-capitalist agenda, lamenting: 

Many of the older grownups at this commence
ment remember the college years and grieve the 
loss of deep, intimate connections, of soul-nur
turing bonds they made during those years that 

Salvation 
®What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

® A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 ' 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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they have forsaken that they did not sustain as 
they moved into a world of nuclear families, of 
competitive individual quests for success, for op
portunities that demand that the high achiever 
embrace a dominator model of advancement 
which applauds and rewards disconnection. 

In Hooks' view, institutions such as capitalism 
and the nuclear family are apparently evils and para
dise is epitomized by the decision of a Massachusetts 
school not to keep score in basketball games so kids 
egos are not damaged. Hooks' analogy of the tradi
tional family with the business world is nonsensical 
because the family is one institution that does not 
operate on a strictly economic basis. Most husbands 
and wives have joint accounts and do not divide their 
earnings and itemize the value of their domestic 
work. Furthermore, having children is incredibly ex
pensive and is perhaps the deepest, the most intimate 
connection for both parents - far more so than go
ing to college. However, Hooks urged the audience 
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not to concern itself with the future, apparently dis
missing parents' traditional aspiration for a better 
world for their children than they had. In a most un
usual and non-idealistic message for a commence
ment, Hooks urged parents and graduates to disre
gard the future and hedonistically live for today. She 
bloviated: 

Ours has been and mostly remains a society 
which encourages us to look to the future, to put 
our hopes and dreams on what may happen to 
tomorrow, to work for progress and advance
ment, all future-oriented goals. Every imperial
ist, white supremacist, capitalist, patriarchal na
tion on the planet teaches it citizens to care 
more for tomorrow than today. . .. We cease to 
live in the now. And the moment we do this, we 
are seduced by the lure of death .... To live fix
ated on the future is to engage in psychological 
denial. It is a form of psychic violence that pre
pares us to accept the violence needed to ensure 
the maintenance of imperialist, future-oriented 
society. 

Hooks, who chooses not to capitalize her name 
as a form of protest against (presumably patriarchal, 
imperialist, white supremacist) grammatical conven
tions, is the Brown Visiting Scholar-in-Residence of 
Feminist Studies at Southwestern University. Estab
lished in 1840 and affiliated with the Methodist 
Church, Southwestern has 1,320 students and, al
though not rated as highly as the top small liberal 
arts schools in the Northeast or the considerably 
larger Rice University in Houston, is recognized 
along with Austin College in Sherman as one of the 
top small private liberal arts colleges in Texas. 

In addition to her gig at Southwestern, Hooks 
has been a professor at Yale University, City College 
of New York, and Oberlin College in Ohio. Her pub
lications include, ''Aint I a Woman: Black Women 
and Feminism" and "Feminist Theory: From Margin 
to Center, Where We Stand: Class Matters," and 
"Feminism is for Everybody: Passionate Politics." 

Southwestern University's website has a special 
link to a profile of Hooks on its front-page. Visitors 
are informed that Hooks is "on residence" for six 
weeks each fall. Hooks is described as, a "true public 
intellectual of our time and "one of the most prolific 
cultural workers active today." The phrase "cultural 
worker" is fitting, as it finds its origins in Maoist 
propaganda. 

july 15, 2002 
MARC LEVIN 
NewsMax.com 
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Potpourri ... 

Here we go again with bits and pieces of in
formation that may help us to get a handle 
on present s tandards in Ame rica and 

throughout the world, w hich enables us to encour
age goodness and respectability and rebuke immoral
ity. It is sad that many in our age wish only to be "a 
kind of moral eunuch." Anyway, our aim is fo r thi s 
section to be a barometer of modern society. 

~?iWe lead off wi th a few quo tes from The Chi
cago Tribune sent to us by our good brother Earl 
Davis. Thanks Earl. 

• Kathleen Parker, in discussing rhe current 
scandal in rhe Roman Cath olic Church said, 
'Of course, no one's ro blame except rhe 
church itself, which for decades has failed ro 
police irs own and prorecr rhe fai thful.' She 
concluded, 'The church's policy ought ro be 
zero tolerance: One strike and you're our. 
Anything less is dishonest' Oune .12, 2002). 

• Dawn Turner Trice quotes letters from some 
of her readers dealing with modern morals. ' I 
agree with everyth ing you said in roday's col
umn. But you could have had rhe courage ro 
tackle the obvious and direct source of the 
sexual barrage in mass communications: rap 
music.' Another person observed, 'The mar
keting of sex has been the downfall of our so
ciety.' Sri II another parenr wrote, 'If you think 
the image being marketed to young girls is 
frightening, try being the mother of an adoles
cent boy. Their rock and rap music and videos 
all advocate the status of pimp, which seems 
to be defined as a male who is sexually in
vo lved with multiple females simultaneously, 
the younger the better. ' One more, 'As rhe 
weather gets warm the srudenrs, especially the 
girl s, leave home dressed as though rhey are 
going to the beach. Announcements regarding 
proper dress are ignored' Oune 11 , 2002). 

• The Willow Creek Community Church is 
building a new 350,000 squ are foor audito
rium, searing 7,200. Construction will rake 
rwo years. The estimated price rag is $73 mil
lion Ouly 16, 2002). 

• In rhe j une 17'" edi toria l it was pointed our 
rhar Catholic Church bishops, meeting in Dal
las, sought ro mollify publ ic opin ion about 
some Catholic priests who molested young 
boys. The Bishops quoted rhe statement of 
j esus from rhe gospel of Matthew about any
one who would lead li ttle ones ast ray, saying ir 

would be better ro have a great mills tone hung 
around their neck and to be cast into the sea 
[to drown]. Yet rhese very Bishops served up 
smorgasbords of fresh victims ro molesters by 
protecting rhe priests and transferring rhem 
from district ro distr icr. Where is rhe mill 
stone? 

• AN AFTERTHOUGHT. j oel Belz (World, june 
29, 2002) wrote: "S uch [tempting little ones ro 
sin] is precisely what most of our society roday 
does with our chi ldren. We have relativized 
rrurh. We to ld our young peopl e there is no 
such th ing as right and wrong. We say rhar all 
religions are valid , that all value systems have 
equal potential for working. Our srare educa
tional sys tems, from preschool ro universities, 
a re roored in such pluralistic doctrine ... . When 
you plant doubts about absolute truth, and 
when you reach children there is only a shad
owy d ifference between right and wrong, and 
when you promote relativ ism as a fal se god, 
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then you've done something far, far worse than 
abusing little children's bodies and psyches. 
Now you've stripped them of their consciences 
as well. Go ask the gentle jesus what he would 
do with people who ·abuse children in that way. 

Okay Earl- thanks a lot. Keep 'em coming 

Big Brothers Approves Homosexual Mentors 
C9lA nationally renowned youth mentoring group 

recently implemented a policy that bans discrimina
tion against open homosexuals as volunteers and 
mentors of children at its 500 affiliates around the 
United States. 

The policy puts the children at risk of being mo
lested, a family group has warned. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America on July 1 put 
into effect a resolution approved by the 
organization's leadership not to exclude any mentor 
on the basis of "race, age, color, religion, national 
origin, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, vet
eran status, or disability." 

Dr. William Maier, a child and family psycholo
gist with Focus on the Family, is urging parents to 
contact BBBSA's corporate sponsors to protest the 
policy. 

Research indicates that a large number of homo
sexual men seek adolescent males or boys as sexual 
partners, Maier said. Some researchers found that 73 
percent of the homosexual men they surveyed had 
engaged in sex with boys aged 16 to 19 or younger, 
he said. 

Many pedophiles consider themselves to be ho
mosexual, he added. A study of 229 convicted child 
molesters found that 86 percent of offenders who 
molested boys described themselves as homosexual 
or bisexual, Maier said. 

Maier accused the BBBSA of caving to the kind 
of pressure militant homosexuals and their allies put 
on the Boy Scouts of America. 
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"I do believe that it's politically motivated," he 
said. "I can't see how this could be in the best inter
est of children." 

Maier also expressed concern about the BBBSNs 
school-based program, in which school officials 
match up the child with the mentor (Lawrence 
Morahan, CNSNews.com, July 19, 2002). 

Culture Briefs 
@Excerpts and quotes from the cultural war of 

words in publications around the nation: 
Who's the deviant? It is easy to ridicule or dis

miss the writings of fringe groups like [the 
North American Man/Boy Love Association]. 
But these stigmatized groups have been given 
powerful support by some within the academic 
mainstream. A study released by the American 
Psychological Association [in 1998] concludes 
that sexual abuse of children does not actually 
cause harm. "NAMBLA quickly posted the 
'good news' on its Internet site, asserting that 
'the current war on boy-lovers has no basis in 
science.' Those who criticize the conclusions of 
the [APA] study have found themselves stigma
tized as the deviants. Conservative talk-show 
host Dr. Laura Schlessinger was among the first 
to bring national attention to the study, when 
she referred to it on her program as 'junk sci
ence.' 

Schlessinger was immediately vilified not only 
for her criticism of the study's methodology and 
conclusions, but also for her unfortunate cou
pling of pedophilia and homosexuality. Gay 
rights organizations accused her of having com
mitted 'hate speech' against gays. Fearful of gay 
reprisals and boycotts, several sponsors with
drew their support. 

Anne Hendershott, from her new book, The Poli
tics of Deviance: 

•Unfeminist feminists 
When you ask young women today if they 

think of themselves as feminists, more often 
than not they will pause for a moment. Then 
they will answer something like: 'Well, I believe 
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in equal pay for equal work,' or 'Yes, I do be
lieve women should have choices,' or 'Of 
course, I believe women should have equal 
rights.' 

If these are the principles that define femi
nism, then we are a ll femin ists now. 

But how do we explain that pause that comes 
when you ask women if they consider them
selves part of the movement? Polls show that 
only about a quarter of women are willing to ac
cept the label. 

Activists who try ro make sense of these young 
fem inists who a re not feminists conclude that 
the movement has an image problem. The rea
son so many people believe in feminist goals yet 
reject the labe l, they say, is that the media have 
given us a cartoon picture of liberarionists as hu
morless, Birkenstock-wearing man-haters. 

But this explanation fa lls far short. Feminism 
is not simply suffering from a P.R. problem. It's 
just over. As in finished. 

[F]eminism appears not so much dead as ob
solete. Yes, it has bred a generation of empow
ered young women. Bur roo ted in a utopian 
politics that longs ro transcend both biology and 
ordinary bourgeois lo ngings, it cannot address 
the realities of the lives that it has helped ro 
change. 

Kay S. H ymowitz, writing on "The End of 
Hersrory," in the summer issue of City Journal: 

• C linton vs. the cardinal 
The sum moning of Boston's Archbishop Ber

nard Cardinal Law to give deposition in a mas
sive civil suit brought by 85 plainriffs claiming to 
have been sexually abused by a priest under his 
authority over a period of several years places 
him, and indeed the enti re Ro man Catho lic 
C hurch in the United States , in a terrible pre
dicament. If the Boston archbishop has been as 
lax as is being charged, this is indeed a terrible 
moral fault and perhaps criminal as well. 

But a generation that is willing to overlook 
sexually degenerate conduct o n the part o f rhe 
presidenr in his Oval Office and will enrertain 
serious psychological and other authorities who 
argue that sexual encounters with a n adult may 
actually be beneficia l for a child, may sound a bit 
insincere when it bursts into choruses of outrage 
at the Boston archdiocese and its head. 

The media and t he non-Catholic public, as 
well as a large segment of the Catholic laity, are 
attempting to pressure the cardinal into resign
ing. Perhaps he should, but is it the business of 
the secular media to decide? Both the New York 
Times and the Boston Globe have been far more 
zealous in their pursui t of Cardinal Law for his 
fa ilure to act with appropriate dispatch and se
verity toward offenses committed in his jurisdic
tion than t hey were toward President C lin ton, 
when his personal corruption damaged him and 
the office he held. 

'Domestic Partner' Fraud Rises 
{i}Gay Financial Network has picked up a report 

fro m the July 8 New York magazine, which said a 
growing number of people are claiming to be "do
mestic partners" just to ge t health insurance and 
other benefits in a deteriorating economy. 

Said GFN, "The almost universally positive ad
va ntages of being able to include one's significant 
other as a domestic partner for health insurance pur
poses was bound to have a downside, given the less
than-honest nature of some of New York City's deni
zens." 

Acco rding to the New York magazine report, 
some of those taking advantage of New York City's 
domestic partnership registry aren ' t domestic part
ners at all- they're just acquaintances who agree to 
do a favor for a fr iend. 

The report found that as New York City's unem
ployment rate rises, the number of registered domes
tic partners is rising as well. It documented several 
cases where friends and straight roommates are de
claring themselves domestic partners so the out-of
work "partner" can get health cove rage Uason 
Pierce, CNSNews.com, July 16, 2002). 
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Stats 
t?~ Each year as many as 1.5 mill ion American 

women are raped, battered o r murdered by their hus
bands or boyfriends, accordi ng to the National Vio
lence Against Women survey. Husbands, boyfriends 
or acquaintances kill half to two-thirds of the women 
who are victims of murder. In all of the cases there was 
a history of domestic " incidents" before the murders. 
Around 5 percent of male victims of violence are slain 
by wives or girlfriends, according to the FBI. 

Quadriplegic Sues Strip Club Over Wheelchair Access 
t?:-WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - A quadriplegic 

has sued a strip club, charging that it violates the 
Americans with Disabilities Act because the lap 
dance room does not have wheelchair access. 

Edward Law, of Orlando, sued the Wildside 
Adult Sports Cabaret last month after vis iting the 
West Palm Beach club on May 9 and June 14. 

The lap dance room is on ly accessible by a short 
flight of stairs, according to the suit. It also al leges 
that the counter around the stage where strippers 
dance is too high, making it difficult for Law to see 
the stage and set down his drinks. 
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"This is an industry that is high profit and knows 
about ADA and is ignoring it," his attorney, Anthony 
Brady J r., told the South Florida Sun-Sentinel. "I 
have no sympathy for them violating ADA." 

Law also sued another West Palm Beach strip 
club, The Landing Strip. He charges both clubs with 
violating ADA standards for bathrooms and parking 
spaces. 

The suit seeks an unspecified amount of money 
in attorney's fees and asks that the clubs comply with 
the federal disability standards. 

Bret Rudowsky, Wildside's general manager, said 
he was unaware of the problems and Law could have 
received a lap dance elsewhere in the club. 

Law - who has also recently filed ADA lawsuits 
against an Orlando restaurant and a Daytona Beach 
Harley-Davidson motorcycle shop - declined to 
comment (Associated Press, July 16, 2002). 

House Bill Targets Partial-Birth Abortion 
t?iThe House yesterday approved a redrafted bill 

that would ban partial-birth abortion, shifting the is
sue to the Senate, w here its fate is not clear. 

"The House has acted in plenty of time for the 
Senate to do the same," said House Majority Leader 
Dick Armey. "No excuses, no de lay. We now have a 
president who will sign this bill." 

The procedure, usually performed later in preg
nancy, allows a partial delivery before the baby is 
killed. It has been called "barbaric" and "brutal." 
The Chabot bill bans partial-birth abortion except 
when necessary to save the life of the mother, but 
does not provide an exception for the health of the 
mother. Instead, it contains a lengthy "findings" sec
tion concluding that, based 'on the extensive congres
sional hearing record on the issue, "the facts indicate 
that a partial-birth abortion is never necessary to 
preserve the health of a woman" (Amy Fagan, The 
Washington Times, July 25, 2002). 

SF Elections Chief Wants 
Sex Change Benefits for 1Husband' 

t?iThings in San Francisco get weirder and 
weirder. On July 2, NewsMax.com reported that the 
city finally got around to proclaiming that it was a 
no-no to urinate or defecate on city streets- now it 
is embroi led in a controversy over medical benefits 
for a fired elections boss's "husband 's" sex change. 

Or rather, the sex change that is making her part
ner technically her husband. 

Tammy Haygood, while still in the probationary 
period of her tenure as head of the city's elections 



department, was fired in April for unstated reasons. 
There was speculation that her bosses were unhappy 
with her handling of the budget. And then there was 
that little matter of ballot boxes found floating in the 
waters of San Francisco Bay after an election. 

Since then, Haygood has been campaigning to 
get her job back. Mayor Willie Brown, a supporter, 
says her firing was due to racism. 

Along with her battle for reinstatement, Haygood 
wants to regain health coverage for her so-called hus
band, who was smack in the middle of the process of 
becoming a man when his/her wife was fired. 

According to the San Francisco Chronicle, 
Haygood is angling for access to some of the land
mark sex-change benefits that the Board of Supervi
sors approved for city workers last year. 

Her fight to get her job back will come to a head 
when the Civil Service Commission will decide on 
her demand for reinstatement. 

While Haygood and her attorney, Vernon C. 
Grigg III, are reluctant to talk about it, citing privacy 
concerns and fear that the issue will deflect from 
their principal complaint that Haygood did not re
ceive due process when she was fi red, she has made 
no secret of her partner's sex-change· operation. 

·When her attorney appeared before the Civil 
Service Commission, he pleaded that his client at 
least be reinstated to a status of paid administrative 
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leave so she and her partner could continue to col 
lect health benefits. 

Because she was fired some 90 days shy of her 
first year on the job, she and her partner weren't en
titled to all the city's generous transgender surgery 
benefits, the Chronicle explained. 

As a result, Haygood is eager to restart the clock 
ticking toward her one-year vesting period - even if 
she isn't on the job. 

Grigg emphasized that the surgery performed on 
Haygood's partner had not been done on the city's 
dime. But he said continuing treatment is needed, 
and that the couple deserves the coverage. 

"The job comes with a salary and health care 
benefits for her and her partner, and they are entitled 
to that benefit," Grigg told the Chronicle. 

"I'm not go ing into specifics," he said, but "what
ever their medical needs are, they're entitled to have 
them covered under the city's health plan just as any 
other families on the city payroll. " And so it goes in 
the Golden State (NewsMax.com, Ju ly 15, 2002). 

Teen Sues School Over Censored Talk 
{?iAn 18-year-old girl and her mother are suing 

Ann Arbor, Mich., public schools for censoring the 
girl's religious beliefs on homosexuality. 

During Pioneer High School's "2002 Diversity 
Week" in March, administrators deleted references 
to homosexuality from the text of an address given 
by senior Betsy Hansen. 

"Sexuality implies an action, and there are 
people who have been straight, then gay, then 
straight again," Miss Hansen wrote in the deleted 
portion. "I completely and wholeheartedly support 
racial diversity, but I can't accept religious and sexual 
ideas or actions that are wrong." 

The Ann Arbor school system, whose teachers 
and students are on summer break, could not be 
reached for comment yesterday. 

But attorneys for Miss Hansen, a Roman Catho
lic, said the school ·told their client her speech vio
lated its nondiscrimination policy. 

Administrators who deleted the text told Miss 
Hansen her opinions were negative and would "wa
ter down [the] positive" message they were trying to 
convey during Diversity Week. 

"These nondiscrimination policies are typically 
used as weapons against free speech, particularly 
against traditional Christians," said Robert Muise, the 
Hansens' attorney. "Anything critical of homosexual 
activity is labeled 'hate speech."' 
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Miss Hansen said her speech was in response to a 
new Homosexuality and Religion panel that featured 
several local clergy who agreed homosexual behavior 
was compatible with religion. Miss Hansen and 
other students had offered to find panel members, 
such as a local Catholic priest, who could present an 
alternative viewpoint. But school officials rejected 
the proposal. They instead selected the faculty ad
viser of the Gay Straight Alliance to moderate the 
discussion, forbade students from interacting with 
panelists, and pre-screened student questions. 

In a memo the day before, teacher Sunnie 
Korzdorfer warned students participating in the dis-
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cussions that their "comments cannot directly target 
another group's beliefs, values, culture or sexual ori
entation" (Sean Salai, The Washington Times, July 15, 
2002). 

Teens Give Peers Reasons fo Abstain 
~lATLANTA - Teen pregnancy hit home for 

Teresa Tapia when her favorite pastime was playing 
dress-up with her mother's gowns and makeup. 

Teresa's older sister, pregnant at 15, dropped out 
of school and became overwhelmed by motherhood. 
Teresa's mother already was swamped taking care of 
her own 10 children and struggled to handle one 
more. 

Teresa, now 15, wants teenagers to consider her 
sister's story before having sexual relations. 

Her essay urging her peers to skip sex is one of 
14 winning entries in a Georgia contest- the first of 
its kind - aimed at encouraging abstinence. 

"It wasn't just that my sister just got pregnant, 
but her self-esteem was really bad,, Teresa said. 

Children ranging in age from 11 to a 22-year-old 
college senior submitted 35 packages, including es
says, poems, songs and magazine clippings. One 17-
year-old girl wrote about losing her virginity to a 2 7-
year-old camp counselor whom she at first saw as "so 
suave, so sexy." 

Regret is often what comes next. In a 2000 survey 
conducted for the National Campaign to Prevent Teen 
Pregnancy, 63 percent of boys and girls ages 12 to 17 
who have had sexual relations said they wished they 
waited longer. In 2001,46 percent of high school stu
dents had had sexual relations, down from 50 percent 
in 1999, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention's Youth Risk Behavior Survey. 

Though teen pregnancy is on the decline, Geor
gia continues to have one of the highest rates, rank
ing seventh in the country. 

Stephen Palmer, 17, submitted photographs of 
animals having sexual relations; his caption: "Only 
animals do it without thinking. So what are you?" 

He has almost had sexual relations several times, 
"but I always stopped," he said. "It was the instilling 
of my parents and wanting to be cautious." He said a 
friend, who is about to be a father at 17, is afraid of 
missing out on his childhood and worries about the 
sudden responsibility of paying bills. 

Many teens wait until after they have had sexual 
relations to talk to their parents about it, if they ever 
do, according to a survey by Kaiser Family Founda
tion/Seventeen magazine. 



Only half of the 503 boys and gi rls ages 15 to 17 
surveyed said they had talked to th eir parents abo ut 
how to know when they are ready for sex ua l re la
tio ns. Only about half said they had ta lked to their 
parents about sexuall y transmitted d iseases and 
condoms. 

Juli a Dav is, a senior program office r at the Kaiser 
Fam ily Foundatio n, said teens want to ta lk to their 
pa rents about sex and birth contro l. "They want to 
hear what thei r pa rents have to say to make the right 
decision," she said. "That's surprising to many par
ents." 

Miss Davis sa id the sex ta lk is no r a one-time 
dea l. T he more pare nts ta lk to the ir ch ildren about 
the subject, the easier it becomes, she said . 

"A lot of parents have that one conversatio n 
when their kids were in s ixth o r seventh grade," she 
said. "But they need to come back to the issues. They 
need to ta lk about drugs and alco ho l. " 

Nathan Trai l, 22, a senio r a t the Un ivers ity of 
Georgia and the o ldest contest win ner, said encour
aging teens to be ce libate is an uphill battle. 

"The way society is today and the way sex is por
trayed in TV and in the movies, it is portrayed as ac
ceptable," he said. "Not enough are reaching the op
posite. I w ill wa it until I am married" (Helena 
Oliverio, Cox News Service, July 16, 2002) . 

Cussing 
·:?~Bi ll Lewis, who claims to be an obscure 

p reacher in an o bscure city, sent a couple of clip
pings from t he Denver Post. One of the articles 
(Sept. 2, 2002) says that Aaron Sorkin, executive 
producer of The West Wing, says he wants a charac
ter that uses the Lo rd's name in vain. The same a r
ticle points out that on a recent production of South 
Park [show on Comedy Centra l] used the four letter 
word for d ung 162 rimes in one episode. The other 
article says that an astronaut, Frank C ulbertso n, 
claims that from high up in space the Earth is marred 
by smoke and dust. Thanks Bill Lewis - and please 
send more. 

Interesting 
~?~ Roger Jackson of Pensaco la sends a legacy from 

his father [H.R. Jackson] regarding James 5 :16: "The 
word ' fau lt' (confess your faults one to another) in its 
original form occurs on ly tw ice in scripture; the other 
instance is Galatians 6:1 which means fa lling aside, a 
mishap. It is not speaking of specific sin so much as 
confessing the weakness o r propensiti es to sin , but it is 
a one-on-one rela tionship between saints." 

Mail Pouch 
~?;Another enve lo pe brings a letter from 

Geraldine Tow nsend . She repo rts that she p laced 
copies of the Firm Foundation at the entrance of the 
church building where she attends. As she left, s ister 
Townsend looked back and the copies were turned 
ove r. She a lso sent an article from The Philadelphia 
Thtmpet, july 2002, about human slavery. T he article 
quotes Colin Powell, U.S. Secretary of State, as say
ing, "Trafficking leaves no land untouched, including 
our own. Approximate ly 50,000 people a re tra f
ficked into the United States every year." T hanks, sis
ter Townsend, thanks. 

Good News 
·=?~The Northwest Church of C hrist announced: 

We conducted out 27'" consecutive "Back to the 
Bible Campaign, " June 2-7, in Mt. Pleasant, Texas. It 
resulted in 42 baptisms and 5 restorations." The no
tice adds that the effort resu lted in 276 Bible studies 
set up. 

There Is Still a Desire to Dnow the Truth. 
~?il n this ve in, a church in Georgia is using the 

book, Know Your Bible, written by Frank Dunn 
(deceased ), to teach Bible classes in the ru d iments 
of sav ing truth. The elders of the Georgia congrega
tion understand the importance of having every 
member rooted and grounded in b ib lical fa ith. If 
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every member of the. church did in fact "know" the 
Bible there could be no drift from the word spoken 
by the Lord, confirmed by those that heard him, and 
certified by a demonstration of divine might (Heb. 
2:1-4). A lack of knowledge destroys God's people 
(Hosea 4:6). By the way, the Dunn book can be or
dered from the Firm Foundation. 

Revolting 
$Italian artist, Piero Manzoni, dying of alcohol

ism, canned 90 samples of his own feces, labeled the 
cans appropriately, and offered them for sale. If you 
think no sane person would shell out good money 
for canned poop, you are wrong. London's Tate Gal
lery recently acquired a can for $33,000.00. Since 
this is more than the item would fetch if it's 30 grams 
of ordure were replaced by an equal weight of pure 
gold, this is very good money indeed. The Pompidou 
Museum of Paris and the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York have also bought cans of the late Signor 
Manzoni's doo-doo. Gallery-goers should maintain 
a prudent distance from the exhibit, though: Owing 
to defects in the canning process, 45 of the orig
inal 90 cans have exploded (National Review, July 
29, 2002). 

This is a sad commentary on modern society. 

Islam 
0 In Meerwala, Pakistan, an 11-year-old boy 

walked unchaperoned with a girl. This was a viola
tion of Islam. A tribal council was called. 

The boys father pleaded that since he was too 
young to have sex, the girl was safe and no harm was 
done. The council disagreed. But instead of punish
ing the boy, it decided to punish his family by pun
ishing his 18-year-old sister. 

In order to shame the family, the council sen-
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tenced the teenage daughter to be. gang raped. Four 
members of the council took turns forcing them
selves upon her in a mud hut, as hundreds of villag
ers laughed and cheered (World, July 20, 2002). 

Between Jobs 
{9)The United Methodist Church bans practicing 

homosexuals from serving as ministers. But it has no 
specific rule on transgender clergy. The Reverend 
Rebecca Ann Steen was Reverend Richard Zamostmy 
(a father and grandfather) until sex-change surgery 
change in 1999. "She" wants to be appointed to a 
church (World, June 29, 2002) 

Silent Scream 
OPartial-birth abortions aren't rare- it is in the 

neighborhood of 16,000 a year. Dr. Jean Wright, 
who teaches pediatrics at Atlanta's Emory School of 
Medicine, says, "There is almost no medical reason 
for late term abortions" (World, June 29, 2002). 

To Tell 
$Joel Belz (World, December 2001) says there is 

a "difference between civility and mushy
headedness." 

Belz also claims there is a distinction between 
"tolerance" and pluralism." 

Belz concludes his article by saying, "I'm planning 
to be civil toward any of my neighbors who may be 
heading for the local mosque. But no way will I accept 
the charge that to tell them of the truth of the gospel 
of Jesus is to jeopardize the pluralism that has made 
America great. And no way either will I concede the 
right - a right that has now become a duty - to tell 
them that the error of their thinking is profound. I will 
do that not because I hate them, but because I love 
them" (World, November-December 2001). 

Take Note 
0 Li Guanguiang, a Hong Kong citizen, was sen

tenced to two years in a Chinese jail fo~ bringing in 
30,000 Bibles with evangelical commentary. Mr. Li's 
relatives were relieved; they feared he might get the 
death penalty. 

Dirty Word 
OWhat is the latest four-letter word on televi

sion? It is "Jesus." Executives at ABC "bleeped" the 
word from a broadcast (Dallas MorningNews, June 
8, 2002). 
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Kick tbe Creator Out of lfis Own Universe 
@The Houston Chronicle Oune 15, 2002) re

ports that 14 percent of Americans have "no reli
gious preference." The survey does show that many 
who have "no religious preference," still believe in a 
Supreme Being. For instance 93 percent of the 
people avoiding organized religion continue to pray; 
and one fifth pray daily. 

Culture & lamily Report (www.cultureandlamily.org} 
Release Date: August 8, 2002 
OA Marriott Hotel near Cincinnati, Ohio, has 

dropped hard-core pornography from its pay-per
view offerings after two pro-family advocates sent 
videotapes of the hotel's porn to a local prosecutor. 

In a series of recent court decisions, state judges 
are rejecting the equation of homosexual 'civil 
unions' with marriage, CWA Chief Counsel Jan 
LaRue reports. 

Many liberal church leaders continue to hold the 
view that homosexual behavior must be 'studied' be
fore any judgment is made regarding its moral righ
teousness. 

Syphilis rates among men engaged in homo
sexual behavior are increasing, despite a nationwide 
dedine ~n overall syphilis rates, public health offi
cials say. 

The Federal Communications Commission used 
a technicality to dismiss the appeal of three previous 
indecency complaints against Chicago radio shock
jock Eric 'Mancow' Muller. 
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Teen People magazine tells kids that being homo
sexual is 'who you are' and steers them to the radical 
'gay' and 'trans' pressure group PFLAG. 

A former lesbian says pro-'gay' school policies 
'will mislead children into thinking that the pro
found needs they feel for acceptance and nurturing 
are really a sexual identity they were born with.' 

Nurse and ·cwA leader Jill Stanek stood by Presi
dent Bush's side as he signed the Born Alive Infants 
Protection Act into law August 5, banning hospitals 
from murdering newly born babies through 'live
birth' abortions. 

Pro-family citizens in Fairfax County, Virginia, 
won a victory on July 25, when their school board 
postponed a vote on adding homosexuality to its 
nondiscrimination code. Now they're turning their 
attention to the massive pro-"gay" bias in the 
county's school libraries. 

Against seemingly overwhelming odds, India
napolis pro-family activists won a victory on July 23 
when the City Council voted 5-3 against mandating 
"domestic partner" health benefits for homosexual 
sex partners of city employees. 

Culture Briefs 
@"The sex abuse scandal in the Roman Catholic 

Church, for example, has generated an enormous 
amount of coverage, although virtually all of it has 
been misleading. No matter what the factual context, 
the words 'homosexual' and 'gay' are usually miss
ing. But as Mary Eberstadt noted in an important 
piece in The Weekly Standard, 'There is no outbreak 
of heterosexual child molestation in the Catholic 
church."' 

Homosexual Subculture 
!~Amidst persistent rumors that the Catholic 

Church is harboring homosexual clergy, the Associa
tion for the Sociology of Religion was to release Fri
day the results of a survey confirming the reality. 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural approach to 
'---__. a very difficult subject, an excellent study on the 
Holy Spirit and his work. Brother Winters shows through the 
scriptures that the Holy Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is through inspired truth, clearly 
refuting the belief of a literal indwelling. BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Church policy does not implicitly forbid ordain
ing homosexual men, although the Vatican does not 
endorse the action. 

According to the survey, more than half of ati 
Roman Catholic priests identified a "homosexual 
subculture" in their diocese or seminary, the Wash
ington Post reported. 

The survey of 1,200 priests, conducted in spring 
2001, did not question the priests' sexual orienta
tion, "but merely collected their impressions of their 
environment." 

Results show that 19 percent of priests said a 
subculture "clearly" existed in their diocese or reli
gious institute, and 36 percent said it "probably" 
did. Homosexual activity in seminaries was revealed 
to occur at 19 percent and 26 percent, respectively. 

Further, results showed younger priests ages 25 
to 35 reported the occurrence of homosexual activ
ity at a greater rate than priests 66 and older. Forty
seven percent of the younger priests admitted that 
there was "clearly" a gay subculture in their semi
nary, compared to only 3 percent of those older 
priests. 

The survey also showed that 56 percent of 
priests believed celibacy should be a matter of "per
sonal choice" (Daniel Guido, CNSNews.com, Aug. 
17,2002 ). 

IICLU Loses Two Religion Rulings 
OThe American Civil Liberties Union, after los

ing two Ten Commandments rulings in Kentucky 
this week, is trying to force them out of a Frederick, 
Md. cemetery. The ACLU filed a federal lawsuit in 

:Baltimore yesterday seeking removal of a Ten Com
mandments monument from a downtown public 
park in Frederick. City officials say religious symbols 
are appropriate because the park was once a cem
etery. About 300 people are still buried there. 
"No one is trying to make Frederick a Ten Com
mandments-free zone. But placement of a religious 
monument on government property sends a message 
of endorsement of a particular religious faith and a 
message of exclusion of others," Dwight Sullivan, 
managing attorney for the ACLU of Maryland, told 
the Associated Press Qoyce Howard Price, The Wash
ington Times, Aug. 24, 2002). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question : Does God hear a sinner's prayer? If 
"yes," what about John 9 :3 1 and 1 Peter 3 : 12? 

If " no," w hat about Cornelius? (D. W) Does God 
hear (answer) the prayers o f those who are not 
Christians? (L. T.) 

Response: H e has no t promised to, but he can, 
and often does. 

A Little History 
Many religious people misunderstand how prayer re
lates to salvation. When asked, "What must I do to 
be saved," the answer often given comes down 
to, "Pray the sinner 's prayer. " 

The Bible answer, however, is different from 
that. In the great commission, Jesus said , "H e who 
believes and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 
16:16). He declared "that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name among all na
tions" (Luke 24:47). 

Shortly afterward, some who had heard and be
lieved the gospel asked, "What shall we do?" They 
were told, "Repent, and be baptized everyone of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your 
sins" (Acts 2:22-41). 

Saul of Tarsus, who became Paul the apostl e, be
lieved the Lord when he appeared to him on the 
road to Damascus, and he spent three days and 
nights in repentance and prayer. H e had asked, 
"What shall I do, Lord?" and he was to ld, "Why are 
you waiting? Arise, and be baptized and wash away 
your sins" (Acts 22 :6-16). 

An earthquake and some godly prisoners who 
did not escape when they could have, moved a jail
keeper, who knew nothing of C hrist, to ask, "S irs, 
what must I do to be saved?" The preachers told 
him, " Be lieve on the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved; you and your house." 

But he did not know how or what to believe 
about Jesus; so " they spo ke to him the word of God 
with all those who were in his house." As a result, 
the text says, "H e too k them the same hour of the 
night and washed their wounds, and he and all his 

were baptized at once." Then it says, "And he re
jo iced with all his household, having believed in 
God" (Acts 16:31-34). 

For everyone living this side of the cross (Heb. 
9 : 16), that is the Bible answer: believe, repent, be 
baptized and wash away your sins. 

The love of God, salvation by grace, the cross of 
Jesus, redemption through the blood must all be 
preached and believed. But when all of that is com
prehended, the seeker must be told not, "Pray," but, 
" Repent and be baptized," if we are to be biblical. 

When we have become God's children, we are 
then taught to pray for forgiveness. 

Praying God for salvation is like crying to our 
earth ly dad to give us a present he has told us how to 
freely receive. W hen o ne prays, "Lord, save me," 
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-
while ignoring Jesus' command to be baptized, it must 
surely provoke the Lord to ask, "Why do you call me 
'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things I say?" (Luke 
6:36). 

Having made that case, some then added to 
clinch it, " God does not even hear a sinner's prayer." 

However, that is not always true. 

The Case of Cornelius 

Cornelius was "a devout man, who feared God with 
all his household." H e was benevolent toward the 
Jewish people, and prayerful, though he was also an 
officer in the Roman army and an uncircumcised 
Gentile (Acts 10:1-2). 

Cornelius, however, was not saved. Peter was 
sent, he told Cornelius, "to speak words to you by 
which you and all your household may be saved" 
(Acts 11 : 14). 

Yet God heard and answered his prayer. God sent 
an angel to tell Cornelius, 

"Your prayers and your alms have arisen as a me
morial before God" (Acts 2:4). 

Cornelius himse lf said, "I was praying in my 
house at the ninth hour, and behold a man stood be
fore me in bright apparel and said, 'Cornelius, your 
prayer is heard"' (Acts 10:30-31). 

God's promises to hear and answer prayer are 
made to his children. "But when you pray, go to your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father in 
secret, and your Father who sees in secret will re
ward you" (Matt. 6:6). 

"If you, then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Fa
ther in heaven give good things to those who ask 
him" (Matt. 7 :11). 

"The fervent prayer of a righteous man accom
plishes much in its effects" Qames 5:16). 

"The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, 
and his ears toward their cry" (Psa. 34:15). 

Even more to the point, he exp licitly says he will 
not hear those who refuse to hear him. The next 
verse of Psalm 34 adds, "The face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance 
of them from the earth." This is the Old Testament 
verse being quoted in 1 Peter 3 :12. 

We are also told, "You ask and receive not, be
cause you ask wrongly, that you may spend it on 
your own lusts" Qames 4:3). 

"He who turns away his ear from hearing the law, 
even his prayer shall be an abomination" (Prov. 28 :9). 

How do we harmonize these statements with 

3 6 October 2002 
Firm Foundation 

God responding to Cornelius' prayer? Actually, there 
is no contradiction to begin with. 

Cornelius did not turn away his ear from hearing 
God. He is not one of those whose face is set toward 
evil. He was one who was seeking God. 

God does not listen to those who will not listen 
to him, but he listened to Cornelius when Cornelius 
earnestly sought to know God's will. Cornelius nei
ther asked for nor received salvation apart from the 
gospel and his obedience to the will of God. 

God answered Cornelius by insuring that Corne
lius had an opportunity to hear and obey the saving 
gospel. 

We still have promises similar to that. "If any one 
wills to do his will, he shall know whether the teach
ing is from God or whether I speak from myself " 
U ohn 7: 17). "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall be filled" (Matt. 
5 :6). 

Summary and Conclusion 
God has promised to answer the prayers of his chil
dren. Prayer is not the means by which a person who 
is not a Christian becomes one. God says he will not 
hear the prayers of those who refuse to hear him. 
The case of Cornelius illustrates that God's ears are 
open to honest seekers, to help them find the way to 
him. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

The 
Genesis 
Flood 

An extensive treatment of both bibl ical and 
scientific evidences for a global flood as 
explained in Genesis 6-8. The classic in its field 
that inititiated much of the current creation/ 
evolution controversy. Still extremely relevant. 
0875523382 550 pgs. paperback 

$14.99 plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 • (888) 367-6216 
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Directory Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., (903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 

Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Sebastian - 1045 Main St. Sun; 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

-Missouri-
-Alaska- Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907)344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. -Ohio-

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878_0452, D.C. Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878_1162. E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

-Oklahoma-
_Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
·Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy - South Carolina -
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
778-8955 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
- California - 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 _Tennessee_ 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. Chattanooga _ East Ridge Church of Christ, 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9 30 1o 30 6 W d 7 J h 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 

: , : a.m., p.m., e · ·p.m. os Cochran, preacher. 
Miller, preacher. 

- Colorado - · 
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-

Jacksonville-Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 6404· Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 
-Texas-

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Catholicism refuted! 

Catholic Debate 
with 

Darrell Conley 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jerry Moffitt 

3 video tapes 
$44.95 

(s&h included in price) 

Firm Foundation • 888·367·6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

Cari119 & Sliarif19 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(c11/.7rgcrl ctf,iirm) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denlon 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/e" 
paperback, 205 pgs. 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order fro m Firm Foundation 

Q.ne stious 
a ud Atts,vers 
b)' Gu)' N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answars 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ................ $14.95 
Vol. 2 ... ............. $19.99 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from F irm Foundation 

Outline of the Bible/History 
of Maj or Chr istian Movements 

by M. L. Wilson 

A brief study of Bible history and major Christ inn 
movements in outline form. The render is provided 
with a reservoir of information about these topics 
in an easy-to-read format. (hb) 175 pgs. 

$4.50 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commen tary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations. main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $ 19.95 

$4.25 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Or der f rom Firm Foundation 

I '"''~ i~~~ 

~ 
Commandments 
l'cstcnlay and Today 

= IJ ~· Bur·ton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$ 6.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The Em·ly Em·th 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

514.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundat ion 

- A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888-367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 

it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts. and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you! 
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Special gift edition 

'Victory 
8ver 

CCrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, lhis 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 

$1 0.95 plus $2 .50 s&h. 
Texas resi(/cnls add 8.25% lax 

O rder from Firm Foundation 

·~ ~: : ,\\1"~ 

I 1'"'k 

Mrs . lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God' s Fi rst People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$11.95 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J .H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still , 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mm1mum charge $10. This section is 

designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 

lo Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be rece ived 6 weeks prior to the d esi red month 
of publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged 

for the fo llowing month. Ads run u ntil you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
A small congrega1ion in sou1h cenrral Kentucky 
needs a young minis1er. If inreres1ed call (270) 
457-3261, 487-8660, 457-4618, 457-2032. 

lThe Olympia Church of Chris1 in Olympia, 
Washington is seeking a fu ll-lime pulpit minis1er 
inreresrcd in working wirh an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congrega1ion of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man wirh solid Bible-based preaching abi lities, 
willing and able ro work wirh all age groups and 
spreading rhe Word in rhe community. He also 
musr have a supportive family who are also ac1i ve 
in 1he work of 1he church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualifications. Duries will include pulpit 
minisrry, reaching, ministering tO the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of rhe church office, and 

Siwell Road Church of Christ 
jackson, Mississippi 

Searching for Pulpit Minister 
Congregation of 300 members 

• Sound in doctrine 
• Musr be energetic and hardworking 
• Good Communiry skills 
• Good organizational 

and personal work skills 
send resume (video or audio tape) to 

Siwell Road Church of Chris1 
4075 Siwell Road 

j ackson, Mississippi 39212 

The 
Preschoolers 

Bible 

~ ...... 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, simple il
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $4.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

working close ly with rhe elders. Inquiries should 
include r~sume, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recenr pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Evangelist wanted for an established congregati on 
of 200+ Christians. The candidate should be in 
his lare 30's ro early SO's, must be married wirh 
children and musr have solid experience. He musr 
be biblically and fundamentally sound in rhc 
scriptures and musr be evangelistic minded wirh a 
strong desire for church growrh. The position 
would be available on jan. I, 2003. Please a r~sume 
an audio and/or video rape of a recenr sermon to 
David jester, Search Committee Chairman, I 0 II 
Harrier St., Carlisle, I' A 17013. 

Alasb is a land of opponunity wirh many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage Church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minisrer ro help us reach losr souls in rhe mission 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Diclionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/• • x7Y.."x Jfe" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.50 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardback 
•12 pt. type 
• size 6" x 9" 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 

• Name In gold ............ $4. 00/line 

• No indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

field of Alaska. We currently have rhree elders 
who shepherd rhe flock of 450. Our rhineen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 
ministries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 
seck a married man who has ar least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compe lled ro preach and driven ro serve. He 
should be able ro work closely wirh elders, deacons 
and members ro harmoniously service rhe Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, reaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. If inreresred, please send a rcsum~. family 
photo, and sermon audio o r video cassenes ro, 
Search Comminee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
conracr Craig Decker ar cragd@rhgcpa.com 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is looking for a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles nonh of merro Arlanra. 
If inrercsred, please se nd resume ro search 
Committee, c/o Winder Church of Chrisr, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister position wirh congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Yourh 
Minister in place. Send resume and audio/video 
rape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

Preachers Available 
Preacher available. Partial support. (817) 373-2277. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, o rher books ar grear prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Free: Theater-type seating (wood). We would like 
ro give away searing for about 150 (:Ill or parr). 
lnreresred parries conracr: Ricky Spacek, Church 
of Christ, 424 Chambers Sr., Giddings, TX 78942 
or (979) 542-2827. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299- 1475 . 

Train to preach, earn you r degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible lnsrirurc of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551 -8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

The Living Oracles 
Translation of the Bible 

by Alexander Campbell 
18Z6 

$19.99 
plus $3.75 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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£ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. l. Whiteside 

Volume 1, I 73 pgs. 
The Bible; Creation; Adam and Eve; The Flood; Abra
ham; The Covenants; The Apostles; The Great Commis
sion; The First Sermon; Obedience; Disobedience; 
Grace; The Lord's Supper. 

Volume 2, 167 pgs. 
Isaac, jacob, Esau; Joseph; Deliverance of Israel from 
Bondage; Deliverance from Sin; The Ten Command
ments; Prayer; The First Chapter of Acts; The Jerusalem 
Church; Conversion of the Samaritans; Faith; Justifica
tion by Fa ith; Repentance; Partakers of the Divine Na
ture. 

Volume 3, 158 pgs. 
What Is the Church?; Establi shment of the Church; How 
to Become a M ember of the Church; M ission of the 
Church; Unity; The Lord's Day Meeting;-Eiders; Disci
pline; The Sabbath; Sabbath or Lord's Day, Which?; 
Church Finances; Instrumental Music. 

Volume 4, 176 pgs. 
The Divine Origin of Christianity; Nature of Man; Events 
of Sinai; The Tabernacle; John the Baptist; M iraculous 
Manifestation of the Spirit; The Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Conversion; The Heart; Conversion of the Eunuch; Ac
tion of Baptism; Letter to the Church at Ephesus. 

Volume 5, 167 pgs. 
The Wilderness Journey; Names and Titles of Christ; The 
Great Salvation; What Must I Do to Be Saved?; Infant 
Baptism; The Church at Corinth; Conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus; Conversion of Cornelius; Soldiers of Christ; The 
Second Coming of Christ; Eternal Life. 

$10.99 ea • s&h $3.50/ one vol., 
$.50/ea. additional vol. 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

C.R. Nichol said of Robertson Whiteside, "His critical mind 
and power of reasoning have afforded him an insight into the 
teaching of the Bible that few men have. His implicit faith in 
God has led him to seek to know only what the will of God 
is, that he might comply with it and teach it without 
faltering." 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367-6216 
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Excellent reference books 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
O·B010·6335·3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 
$3.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses jffifiij~ 
Answered 
Verse by Verse Wll~H~f~ 
by David A. Reed ANSWERED 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 'lL .... "(', .. , 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture ~ IIU U m 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-801 0· 
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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«The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2002 
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Cremation vs. Burial 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

On Saturday, February 16, 2002, authorities 
arrested 28-year-old Brent Marsh, owner 
and operator of Tri-State Crematory in 

Noble, Georgia, and charged him with five counts of 
"theft by deception." His crime? He accepted pay
ment for cremation services that he did not perform. 
The magnitude of this atrocity was grossly underesti
mated, however, as more and more bodies continued 
to turn up on the 16-acre property. As details of this 
nightmarish discovery began to unfold, Walker 
County Coroner Dewayne Wilson described the 
scene as "10 times worse" than the "worst horror 
movie you've ever seen" (Pearson, 2002). By the end 
of July, more than 340 human remains had been dis
covered on the grounds of the Tri-State Crematory, 
with only 167 having been identified. In what many 
have called one of the worst examples of inhuman 
treatment of the dead, the question arises: "What is 
proper treatment for the disposal of the deceased?" 

History records that ancient people practiced 
various methods of disposal of the dead, including 
burial, mummification, and cremation. The Egyp
tians were masters in the art of preservation, and of
ten would mummify their dead. In fact, some of the 
oldest buildings and structures -In existence -··the 
Egyptian pyramids - are burial chambers for mum
mified kings. The catacombs in Rome attest ro the 
fact that early Christians buried their dead in the 
ground or in stone rombs. Gravesites of Christians 

were called coemeteria (cemeteries), which means lit
erally "sleeping places." The Hindus, believing in the 
doctrine of reincarnation, practiced cremation in the 
belief that the soul would quickly be released. But is 
there one procedure that is more correct than oth
ers? Can Christians be cremated? 

The following information is presented so that 
you will have a better understanding of what the 
Bible does and does not say regarding cremation. 
This controversial topic is one that many people 
refuse ro discuss, whil e others consider it a strictly 
personal and private matter. As a result, not many 
people are willing to set aside personal feeling and 
opinions to see what the Bible says about cremation 
versus burials. 

The word cremation comes from the Latin words 
"cremo" and "cremare" which mean "to burn to 
ashes." Today, the practice is common worldwide, as 
individuals frequently take into consideration lower 
costs and ecological benefits. The cremation process 
generally involves the application of high tempera
ture, typically between 1,400 and 2,100 degrees 
Fahrenheit, in an effort to incinerate the body rap
idly. The deceased usually are placed into wooden 
boxes or caskets prior to being placed in the furnace 
of the crematOrium. Both the body and the container 
are almost completely consumed, leaving only bone 
fragments and particles that weigh from 4 to 8 
pounds. Many individuals recall the fami liar phrase 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Perception 
By H. A. {Buster) Dobbs 

Earth's crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afi re with God; 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 
The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries. 1 

Presupposition is important. If we approach 
the universe thinking it is an act of blind chance 
we are unlikely to see the obvious t ru th that 
"the heavens declare the glory of God." 
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If we open our eyes to look on the elegant 
cosmos, we w ill see God everywhere. 
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'Tis be tter far to draw near to the awesome infinity of "that 

inverted bowl we call the sky" with an open mind - having no 
presupposit ion. We see its complex ity, precision, beauty, benevo
lent bounty, rigidity, and mystery and, from our smitten hearts, we 
cry, "The foo l has said in his heart, there is no God." 

For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being perceived through the things t hat are made, 
even his everlasting power and divinity; that they may be with
out excuse; because that, knowing God, t hey glo ri fied him not as 
God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, 
and their senseless heart was darkened. Professing themselves to 
be wise, they became fools (Rom. 1:20-22). 

"The wicked, in the pride of h is countenance, saith, He will 
not require it. All his thoughts are, there is no God" (Psa. 10:4) . 

The only way evil people can retain sanity is to deny God. If 
God is acknowledged, the wicked tremble - believing demons 
shudder Games 2: 19). 

If we buy into the evolutionary hypothesis, we make ourselves 
blind to the reality of God and his wonderful creation. Our postu
la tion makes it impossible for us to see the obvious. Someone 
called this being unable to see the forest because t rees are in the 
way. 

And unto them is fulfilled the prophecy o f Isaiah, which saith, By 
hearing ye shall hear, and shall in no wise understand; And see
ing ye shall see, and shall in no wise perceive: For this people's 
heart is waxed gross, And the ir ears are dull of hea ring, And 
their eyes they have closed; Lest haply they should perceive with 
t hei r eyes, And hear wi th their ears, And understand wi th their 
heart, And should turn again, And I should heal them (Matt. 
13 :14-15). 

Presupposition can also get in the way of understanding that 
the Bible is the inerrant and infallib le word of the Lord God. If we 

1Eiizabeth Barrett Browning - 1806-1861 



approach the Bible assuming it is the product of human observa
tion, experience, and reflection - and nothing more - we are apt 
to find it a hodge-podge of contradiction, superstition, wisdom, 
and sage advice. This enables us to say, "I respect the Bible and de
clare it to be a good guidebook, but it is not helpful to call it iner
rant." 

Well, come on, why not? 
Is it because you see the Bible, as Karl Barth did, as the evolu

tion of human thought, tempered by divine encounters? 
Is the Bible a summary of the wisdom of the ages, or is it a rev

elation expressing the mind of God? 
It is difficult for the average member of the church to believe 

that some professors in universities operated by our brothers no 
longer believe the Bible to be true throughout, as our forefathers 
did, and as Bible writers claim. This fact is so unwelcome a shock 
that it is either disbelieved or, as usually happens, not faced. 

It is appalling to the point of nausea for teachers into whose 
custody our impressionable young people are entrusted to say that 
the original manuscripts of the Bible are not inerrant - and there
fore may be fallible, containing mistakes in geography, science, 
and history (See God's Holy Fire- a book published by ACU 
Press). 

A case in point is Jesus cleansing the temple of thieves and rob
bers. The Bible tells us he did it twice - at the beginning of his 
preaching service ijohn 2:15 -17), and again at the close of his 
public teaching (Matt. 21:12-13; Luke 19:45-46). Jesus drove out 
those who made merchandise of God's House of Prayer, but after 
about four years it was again infested, and he repeated the cleans
ing. There is nothing strained about saying that the merchants 
once driven from the temple would soon return because it was a 
profitable business. Yet, if you presume that the Bible has mistakes 
in it, you might call this "a contrived and improbable explanation" 
(God's Holy Fire, p. 41). The only reason I can see for doing this is 
an attempt to affirm discrepancies in the sacred record, which ill 
behooves those who profess godliness. 

It comes down to your presupposition. If you accept the Bible 
as the very word of very God, then you will defend its accuracy. If 
you see it is the result of mortal speculation, you will think affirm
ing its inerrancy "is not helpful" (God's Holy Word, p. 39). 

Madmen do not appear to me to have lost the faculty of reason
ing, but having joined together some of the ideas very wrongly, 
they mistake them for truths •.•. For, by the violence of their 
imaginations, having taken their fancies for realities, they make 
right deductions from them Uohn Locke, An Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding). 

If we approach the Bible free from all prejudice and peruse its 
pages with open-minded interest, it will confirm itself. If we 
unfetter ourselves of the preconceived baggage of graduate 
schools and can ov.ercome the hubris of holding a terminal degree, 
and take the Bible at its face va.ue and obvious worth, we shall 
find it to be "the pearl of great price," justifying selling all that we 
have to know, believe, and obey it. Our eternal destiny depends 
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upon how well we respond to heaven's directive. 
Our confidence does not rest in vaunted human wis
dom. 

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men; and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. For behold your calling, brethren, that not 
many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: but God chose the fool
ish things of the world, that he might put to 
shame them that are wise; and God chose the 
weak things of the world, that he might put to 
shame the things that are strong; and the base 
things of the world, and the things that are de
spised, did God choose, yea and the things that 
are not, that he might bring to nought the things 
that are: that no flesh should glory ·before God. 
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made 
unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption: that, ac
cording as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:25-31). 

"The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the 
fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also 
that one event happeneth to them all." 

Respecting and receiving the Bible as a gift from 
the throne of God and therefore entirely reliable 
confirms our salvation and assures a joyous destiny. 

Because the gospel is the "power of God unto 
salvation" (Rom. 1:16), we should not be ashamed 
of it. 

4 
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Ephesians 1:13-14 says: 
In whom ye also, having heard the word of the 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, - in whom, 
having also believed, ye were sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise, which is an earnest of our 
inheritance, unto the redemption of God's own 
possession, unto the praise of his glory." 

The Ephesians (1) heard the word of truth and 
(2) responded by believing, which (3) caused them to 
be sealed by the Spirit. 

This sealing is done through the revealed word 
of God, which is adequate to make the man of God 
perfect (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

Saving faith is obedience to the commands of 
God (Heb. 5:7-9; Matt. 7:21-29). Without such obe
dience there is no salvation Games 2: 14-26). De
mons believe and shudder because demons do not -
perhaps cannot - obey. 

The word faith is sometimes used in the Bible to 
indicate the entire process of salvation (hear, believe, 
repent, confess Jesus as Lord, baptism to wash away 
sins, and the perpetual worship of making you body 
a holy, living sacrifice, which is your reasonable ser
vice). 

"The word of the truth, the gospel of your salva
tion" is the means by which the Holy Spirit of prom
ise seals you (Eph. 1:13-14). The pledge- the assur
ance - the seal of salvation is the inerrant word of 
the Almighty. 

God's word is not incidental, but is primary. 
The Holy Spirit reveals the word ijohn 16:13; 1 

Cor. 2:10-13; 1 John 2:27) 
The Holy Spirit confirms the revealed word 

(Heb. 2:1-4; Mark 16:20; 1 Thess. 1:5). 
The Holy Spirit seals us by the word (Eph. 1:13-

14; Rom. 8:16; Col. 1:5). 
For when God made promise to Abraham, since 
he could swear by none greater, he sware by him
self, saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and 
multiplying I will multiply thee. And thus, having 
patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For 
men swear by the greater: and in every dispute of 
theirs the oath is final for confirmation. Wherein 
God, being minded to show more abundantly 
unto the heirs of the promise the immutability of 
his counsel, interposed with an oath; that by 
two immutable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we may have a strong encour
agement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of 
the hope set before us: which we have as an an
chor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast 
and entering into that which is within the veil; 
whither as a forerunner Jesus entered for us, hav
ing become a high priest for ever after the order 
of Melchizedek (Heb. 6: 13-20). 



When God wanted to show the certainty of his 
promise, he gave his word, fortified by his oath that 
by these two immutable things- his word and his 
oath - we have the assurance of salvation. 

The promise to Abraham was sealed by the word 
of God, which was fortified by his oath. The fulfill
ment of that promise which shows "more abundantly 
unto the heirs of the promise [you and me] the im
mutability of his counsel" is sealed by God's solemn 
word. 

Paul put it this way - "In whom ye also, having 
heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your salva
tion, - in whom, having also believed, ye were 
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is an 
earnest of our inheritance, unto the redemption of 
God's own possession, unto the praise of his glory." 
The order is: heard, believed, and sealed. 

By God's word we are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise. To depreciate that word is folly. To 
refuse to say that the original revealed word of God 
is inerrant - or to think that saying so is not helpful 
- is to denigrate that word and all of its precious 
promises. 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are sons of God. For ye received not the spirit of 
bondage again unto fear; but ye received the 
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are children of God: and if chil
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs 
with Chris~; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified with him (Rom. 
8:14-17). 

This is why we are appalled when university pro
fessors refuse to affirm the inerrancy of the eternal 
and undying word of God. 

Incidentally, it is said in scripture that people 
make themselves blind and deaf to God's word be
cause they will not accept what he requires of them 
(lsa. 6:8-10; Jer. 5 :21-23; Ezek. 12:2; Zech. 7: 12; 
Matt. 13:14-16; John 8:43-47). The fault is with the 
people and not the message. They made themselves 
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blind and deaf, and hardened their own hearts 
against the very word of the Eternal One. Since re
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Wherefore putting away all filthiness and over
flowing of wickedness, receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your 
souls. But be ye doers of the word, and not hear
ers only, deluding your own selves Uames 1:21-
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Cremation vs. Burial 
(continued from page 1) 

"ashes to ashes, dust to dust," and perceive that cre
mation is ultimately fulfill ing the foreordained des
tiny of man. God, in laying forth his punishment to
ward Adam, stated: "In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thqu eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust thou shalt return" (Gen. 3:19, emp. added) . 
However, many people are surprised to learn that 
the final products of cremation have neither the ap
pearance nor chemical properties of either dust or 
ashes. They are, in fact, simply bone fragments -
fragments that often require an attendant to grind 
them into a granular form. Additionally most indi
viduals are not aware that while attendants attempt 
to remove all of the remains from the deceased out 
of the crematorium, small portions frequently re
main, and subsequently mingle with the next body 
that is cremated. 

According to most scholars, the practice of crema
tion has been around for many centuries. During the 
Roman Empire (27 B.C. -A.D. 395), cremation was 
widely practiced, with the remains of individuals of
ten being stored in elaborate urns. However, by A.D. 
400, as a result of Constantine's "Chrisrianization" of 
the Empire, earthly burials had almost completely re
placed cremation - except in instances of war or 
plagues. Modern cremation, as we know it today, be
gan just over a century ago. Professor Brunetti of Italy 
was the first to perfect his model of a crematorium, 
and his efforts were proudly displayed at the 1873 
Vienna Exposition. According to Stanford University 
professor Timothy George, the first cremation in 
America rook place in 1876, and it is interesting to 
note that this funeral service was accompanied by 
readings from both Charles Darwin and the Hindu 
scriptures (2002). 

The Bible nowhere explicitly condemns crema
tion. Thus one cannot be dogmatic regarding what 
Christians are or are not permitted to do in regard to 
disposing of human remains. 

In fact, the inspired word of God records both 
burials and cremations as recognized practices for 
disposal. 

It is true that in the Old Testament, in some in
stances cremation (i.e., the absence of an earthly 

6 November 2002 
Firm Foundation 

burial) often represented supreme dishonor, and 
commonly was looked upon as a curse reserved for 
criminals, enemies, or idols. We can read about this 
curse as God pronounced it on the prideful and dis
obedient King Jehoikim of Jerusalem. The prophet 
Jeremiah declared of him: "He shall be buried with 
the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the 
gates of Jerusalem" (22: 19), indicating that he would 
have no burial at all. This graphic description is ex
actly what Jewish historian Josephus recorded for us 
when he stated that the king of Babylon cast out 
Jehoikim's body, and it lay exposed and unburied 
just beyond the gates of Jerusalem. We find that 
other individuals that chose to disobey God also met 
a grisly fate, rather than that of a proper burial: 
J ezebel (2 Kings 9:30-3 7), Ahab's descendants (1 
Kings 21: 17 -24); and Sisera and Jabin (Psa. 83:9-
10) . God even spoke of an untimely birth being bet
ter than a man that has no burial (Eccl. 6:3). The 
Bible is replete with examples of cremation in the 
Old Testament, such as the death of Achan and his 
sons in Joshua 7:25. In Amos 2:1, we have a record 
of Moab's sin : "Thus saith the Lord, for three trans
gressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away 
the punishment thereof; because he burned the 
bones of the kjng of Edom into lime" indicating that 
God did not approve of how the King of Edom's 
body had been burned. 

It also is true that fire commonly is viewed as a 
cruel punishment for those who have been disobedi
ent. In fact, we are told that fire one day will dissolve 
the elements when the Lord comes again (2 Pet. 
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3:10). Genesis 38:24 informs us that Judah initially 
ordered his pregnant daughter-in-law to be burned 
to death because she was guilty of prostitution. Lev
iticus 20:14 records that if a man married both a 
woman and her mother, then all three must be 
burned in the fire. In the New Testament, we read 
where sorcerers who were converted to Christianity 
brought their scrolls out to be burned (Acts 19:19). 
Daniel even prophesied that Satan would suffer a 
flaming fate when he stated: "I beheld even till the 
beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to 
the burning flame" (7: 11). Thus, we see a variety of 
negative perceptions from certain biblical references 
for fire and cremation. One exception occurs in 1 
Samuel 31. Recall how the men of Jabesh Gilead 
burned the bodies of Saul and his sons, and then bur
ied the bones (v. 12). This example provides a good 
indication that cremation is not an issue that will al
ter the outcome of souls on the Day of Judgment. [It· 
may be that one explanation for the bodies of Saul 
and his sons having been cremated rather than bur
ied was due to the advanced decomposition from be
ing hung on the wall by the Philistines.] 

The Bible also provides numerous descriptions 
of burials. As a contrast, burials often are associated 
with the righteous people of God. For instance, Abra
ham (Gen. 25:8-10), Sarah (Gen. 23:1-4), Rachel 
(Gen. 35: 19-20), Isaac (Gen. 35 :29), Jacob (Gen. 
49:33, 50:1-13),Joseph (even specifically mentioning 
a coffin in Genesis 50:26), Joshua Uosh. 24:29-30), 
Eleazar Uosh. 24:33), Samuel (1 Sam. 25:1), David (1 
Kings 2:10), John the baptist (Matt. 14:10-12), 
Stephen (Acts 8 :2), and many others all were de
scribed as being buried. Recall that God himself bur
ied Moses in a Moabite valley after his death (Deut. 
34:5-6). In fact, the Bible devotes the en-tire chapter 
of Genesis 23 solely to the touching story of the burial 
of Abraham's beloved Sarah. But the greatest example 
for earthly burial is that of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 27:58-60). The gospel accounts go into great 
detail describing the preparation and placement of the 
body of Jesus following his crucifixion. We read that a 
rich man, Joseph of Arimathea, requested the body of 
Jesus so that it could be placed into his own unused 
sepulcher (Matt. 27:57; cf. Mark 15:43-46). 

But if Christ was buried, where does that leave 
our loved ones who already have been cremated or 
who burned to death in some cruel or unusual acci
dent? What is the fate of all those who were instantly 
vaporized in the World Trade Center tragedy on 
Sept. 11, 200 1 ? Will this affect how, or where, they 

spend eternity? No, it will not. The New Testament 
does not relegate specific regulations for handling of 
the dead. We must differentiate between biblical 
commands and biblical culture. The Old Law gave 
very specific instructions about handling the dead 
(cf. Num. 6:6; 9: 1-23; 19: 11). But we live under the 
New Covenant, not under a specific commandment 
regarding burial practices. Consider, for instance, the 
countless sailors who have been buried at sea. Yet the 
Bible informs us "the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it" (Rev. 20:13 ). The outcome of those sail
ors is not any different from those who are buried or 
cremated - sooner or later the atoms will decom
pose and return to the earth. Their bodies may be 
devoured by fish or scattered over the sea, but they 
still will be raised when the final trumpet sounds. 

In the year 2000, nearly fifteen hundred cremato
riums were used to cremate 25.5% (595,617) of the 
Americans that passed away that year. As North 
Americans continue to embrace cheaper ways to dis
pose of the dead, this number is expected to increase 
to well over 340/o by the year 2010 (Geisler and Potter, 
1998, p. 29). While some purport an ecological ad
vantage of cremation - thus saving valuable land 
space- the truth is there is no warrant for suggesting 
that we will run out of suitable land for burial any time 
soon (Geisler and Potter, pp. 31-35). While finances 
or personal preference may play a role in decision
making regarding the deceased, we must remember 
that cremation does not affect the outcome of our 
resurrection. In Paul's second letter to the church at 
Corinth, he summed up the controversy this way: 
"For we know that if our earthly house of this taber
nacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" 
(5: 1). The form of disposal means nothing in light of 
whether or not the individual made the decision to 
obey the gospel prior to stepping into eternity. 
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Why We Are losing the Church 
By Frazier Conley 

The church has now seen a generation or two 
of its children that did not understand (or did 
not accept) some of the basic premises of the 

Restoration Movement. This is having a significant 
impact on their doctrinal conclusions about the gos
pel, about religious faith and practice. 

What are those premises? We count them as three 
in number. First, the Restoration M<?vement pre
sumes a high view of holy scripture. It has complete 
confidence in the Bible as the word of God. Its adher
ents believe in its plenary inspiration. Jesus himself 
had exactly that conviction- at least in regard to the 
OT - and he himself was responsible for the NT. 
Restorationists would not be so naive as to suggest 
that there are no apparent difficulties in holy scrip
ture. We would instead affirm that such difficulties are 
merely apparent, not real. Human imbecility and 
frailty results in a flawed apprehension of the divine 
revelation. Would it be uncharitable to suggest that 
some today give the appearance of thinking that they 
are smarter than the humans who penned the scrip
tures, and indeed brighter, even, than the Spirit which 
inspired them? This modernistic view of scripture is 
not typical of real Restorationists. 

Second, the Restoration Movement views the 
Bible, or more specifically, the NT, as God's manual 
for religious faith and practice. It is considered a 
guide, a rule . Exactly when, where, and how holy 
scripture is such a guide is another discussion. By ac
knowledging the NT as canonical, believers confess 
it as a rule, a command, a law (although not one like 
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the Law of Moses) . They do this in spite of the many 
who seem to think that the word law or anything 
like it is virtually un-Christian . Paul's arguments 
against the Judaizers (as found for example in Ro
mans and Galatians) are often used to undercut the 
idea that the NT is normative for Christian faith and 
practice. Such a usage is inappropriate, out of con
text, and inapplicable. 

Restorationists do not believe that the scriptures 
were only canonized in the fourth century. They 
hold that so soon as a New Testament document was 
penned the early church immediately recognized its 
inspiration and its authoritative role in the life of the 
church. Restorationists be lieve that God gave the 
scriptures specifically to guide Christians in all mat
ters pertaining to Christian faith and Christian reli
gious practice. 

Third, the Restoration Movement considers the 
scriptures complete for God's intended purposes. 
Yes, we know that seemingly "apostolic" documents 
are mentioned in the NT which do nor appear in our 
27 books. Nonetheless, confidence in scripture's 
wholeness is stro ng among Restoration Movement 
adherents. If this were not the case, the first rwo pre
mises would be invalid. 

Dinosaurs and Creation 
by Donald B. DeYoung~ 

Dr. DeYoung is the former editor of the Creation 
Research Society Quarterly, and is no newcomer 
to the study of dinosaurs. He tackles - from a 
creationist perspective- the most commonly asked 
questions concerning dinosaurs in a way that pro-
vides accurate answers for both children and adults. 
The question-and-answer format, concise glos-
sary, and easy-to-use indexes combine to create a 
book useful for teachers, home-schooling parents, 
preachers, or anyone else interested in this fasci-

subject. 0801 06306X, pb 141 pgs . .a*. 
$10.99 ~ 

$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 



On the basis of these three premises, the Restora
tion Movement pioneers considered scrip ture to be 
the church's "Constitution." They desired to ground 
all of religious faith and practice in scripture. Having 
a high view of scripture, as described above, they 
wished to be Bible-only Christians. They perceived 
that this implied a rule of exclusion. They certainly 
did not feel free to add something to religious faith 
and practice not indicated by scripture. They be
lieved that all valid Christian faith was to be 
grounded in the word of God (Rom. 10: 17), and it 
alone. We suggest that Restoration pioneers would 
today disapprove any other approach to scripture as 
much as they disapproved creeds a century and a half 
ago. If that is true, then it is unbecoming for "pro
gressives" to continue to claim to be true heirs of the 
American Restoration Movement. 

Are these three premises strange and odd, peculiar 
to some "frontier American sect"? No. They are typi
cal of at least that Protestant theology common during 
the formative period of the Restoration Movement. If 
one wants to see the results of a different approach, 
one can study the religious faith and practices of, for 
example, the Roman Catholic Church. 

When one looks at many Protestant worship as
semblies, except for the addition of mechanical music 
and the omission of weekly communion, one finds 
services similar to those in the Restoration Movement 
- weekly assemblies on Sunday, prayers, hymns, 
preaching, collections. How can this be the case? Be
cause, in prior times, such religious bodies must have 
seen the NT as their guide to what worship assemblies 
should look like. Restoration Movement pioneers 
were simply a little more disciplined and consistent in 
using the NT in the same way they did. 

We submit that a candid response from most, if 
not all, of those who are tilting to the left would in
dicate that they could not accept, in full, the three 
premises listed above. Likely those on the left would 
say that these affirmations are themselves not 
present in scripture. One could and should dispute 
that contention, but the important point is that this 
departure from a particular way of viewing the Bible 
is the main theological change that has taken place. 

Our friends of leftward tilt no doubt often think 
of themselves as exceedingly faithful to the Bible. 
However, if they would learn to approach the Bible 
in the same way that the Restoration Movement pio
neers did, they would more clearly understand why 
they are now"frequently perceived as apostatizing. So 
long as those brethren on the left (1) retain serious 

doubts about the scripture as the very word of God, 
(2) fail to accept the NT as itself the Christian's 
guide to (normative for) all religious faith and prac
tice, or (3) regard the Bible as a fragmentary and al
most accidental collection of possible oracles from 
God - versus his complete wi ll - then the breach 
between right and left will no doubt become greater. 

It is the job of the faithful to gently and lovingly 
call everyone back to a sound posture in approach to 
holy scripture. They should ask others to reaffirm 
full confidence in scripture, to renew commitment to 
the NT (and it alone) as their rule of religious faith 
and practice, and to confess again that the Lord pro
vides in his holy Bible all things that pertain to life 
and godliness. If this can be accomplished, most of 
the details will eventually sort themselves our. If this 
cannot be accomplished, within a generation, many 
congregations of the church will no longer be recog
nizable as heirs to the American Restoration Move
ment. 
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Looking Ahead 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

According to scholars, Jesus was crucified on 
Friday, April 7, A.D. 30. According to Paul, 
Jesus, as he died, "nailed" the entire law of 

Moses "to the cross" (Col. 2:14). Until Moses' law 
was nailed to the cross, Jesus cancelled not one com
mand in Moses' law, saying: 

Indeed, I assure you, until the heaven and the 
earth disappear, neither the smallest letter in the 
law, nor the smallest part of a letter, shall pass 
away before all things are fulfilled (Matt. 5:18). 

I. uall Foods Clean" 
In the Law of Moses certain foods were prohib

ited, notably pig meat (Lev. 11:7-8; Deut. 14:8). Be
fore Jesus died, while the law of Moses was still in 
effect, Mark's words "all foods" are "clean" 
(katharizon panta ta bromata, (Mark 7: 19), have 
caused some to say that Jesus would not and did not 
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make "all foods" as legal. Indeed, those words were 
omitted by the scholars who gave us the King James 
Version (16:11). However, the scholars giving us the 
New King James Version (1979) have corrected their 
predecessors' mistake, saying that Jesus was "purify
ing all foods." 

An E-mail correspondent says, "Most transla
tions do not" include the words "He declared all 
foods clean." On the other hand, besides the K.JY, my 
limited bookcase has only one other translation that 
omits the words, namely, the Living Oracles by Alex
ander Campbell (1826). All the rest of the transla
tions in my bookcase (eleven in number) do include 
the statement that all foods are clean: ASV (1901); 
RSV (1952); PME (1958); NASB (1960); NWT 
(1961); NIV (1973); SEB (1978); JNT (1979) NEB 
(1961); NRSV (1989); CEV (1995). 

The E-mail correspondent asks, "Will it surprise 
the reader to learn that" the words about clean foods 
"are not in the original Greek?" In my bookcase all 
four copies of the Novum Testamentum Graece, 
"New Testament Greek" (1941, 952, 1966, 1979) in 
Mark 7: 19 have katharizon panta ta bromata, 
"cleansing all the foods." In 1971, Bruce M. Metzger, 
professor of Greek in Princeton University, wrote: 

The overwhelming weight of [Greek] manu
script evidence supports the reading katharizon 
["cleansing"]. The difficulty of construing this 
word in the sentence prompted copyists to at
tempt various corrections and ameliorations (A 
Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testa
ment, p. 95). 

Thus the evidence back to the first century con
cludes as Mark has written, "In this way he [Jesus] 
declared all foods clean" (7:19). Jesus was looking 
ahead to his "new covenant" (Heb. 8:8), "the time of 
the new order" (He b. 9: 1 0), when God would say, 
"Do not call common what God has cleansed" (Acts 
10:15; 11:9). 

But the prohibition in Moses' law forbidding cer
tain foods was still in effect, even "the smallest letter 
in the law," and "the smallest part of a letter," and 
would stay in effect until "all things" in Moses' law 
were "fulfilled" when Jesus died and nailed the law 
to his cross (Matt. 5:18; Col. 2:14). In the "new 



covenant" all foods are good and clean and none is 
prohibited (Romans 14:1-4; Col. 2:16; Titus 1:15). 
The words in Mark 7:19 were not true when Jesus 
spoke them, but were anticipatory. Jesus was looking 
ahead to the "new covenant." 

II. Marriage and Divorce 
Jesus made another anticipatory statement, which 
was not true when he spoke it until the time of the 
"new covenant" (Heb. 8:8). He was asked, "Does 
the law [of Moses] permit a man to divorce his wife 
for any reason?" (Matt. 19:3). As Jesus looked ahead 
to the new covenant, he replied: 

Have you not read that the Creator at the begin
ning made them male and female? And he [the 
Creator] said, "For this cause a man shall leave 
his father and mother, and shall be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall be one flesh," so that 
they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, 
let no man separate what God has joined (Matt. 
19:4-6). 

Then a second question Jesus was asked: "Why 
then did Moses command to give her a certificate of 
divorce and release her?" (Matt. 19:7). Jesus replied: 

Moses, because of your hard heart, permitted 
you to divorce your wives, but from the begin
ning it was not so. And, I assure you, that who
ever divorces his wife, except for fornication, 
and marries another, commits adultery (Matt. 
19:8-9). 

Thus Jesus showed that in his "new covenant" 
(Heb. 8:8), "a time of reformation" (Heb. 9:10), he 
was not going to endorse Moses' law on the privilege 
of divorcing, a law given to people whose hearts 
were "hard," but he was going back to God's law at 
"the beginning" of the human race. 

When was Jesus' law about marriage and divorce 
to be put into effect? Not until "all things" about 
Moses' law had been "fulfilled," and nothing was to 
be changed, not even "the smallest letter in the law, 
nor the smallest part of a letter" (Matt. 5: 18). But af
ter the complete end of the old, and the beginning of 
the "new covenant," then Jesus' law about marriage 
and divorce became valid. 

Ill. Conclusion 
Thus Jesus made statements about foods and about 
marriage and divorce in anticipation, in looking 
ahead, for the "new covenant." 
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(The following was written by a gospel preacher, 
who had a kidney transplant. He is the son of Albert 
Gardner and nephew of Claude Gardner, and a brother 
to many- see Mark 10:29-30. We have more broth
ers, sisters, fathers, and mothers than we know.) 

How Do You 
Get Even? 

By Bill Gardner 

This kidney transplant thing is a life-changing 
event. So many different people have blessed 
us. The words Thank You seem so trite and re

ally don't express our true feelings. 
So many prayers and gifts make us feel humbly 

grateful. 
When I was in the hospital, sometimes a gift was 

enclosed in the card to assist with incidentals. 
Visitors would occasionally leave a twenty dollar 

bill, and we wouldn't know who left it. 
Again, Thank You seems so inadequate. 
Once again someone has helped. We've been 

struggling, like so many do, trying to make rent and 
utility payments and still keep up with the medical 
payments. So when an envelope from a medical facil
ity arrived we thought they were asking for a pay
ment. 

Instead it was a payment on our account with the 
note, "Payer wishes to remain anonymous". 

Talk about shock. We don't know who did it. 
Then some time later the same thing happened -
another payment on the account with the same nota
tion. Another very appreciated surprise. 

Maybe we need to be spurred to do something 
we know we ought to do but become complacent 
and don't want to do it because we will get out of 
our "comfort zone." 

May we do what Hebrews 10:25 says and "Ex
hort" one another and by exhorting and provoking 
to good works show our love for one another. 

John 13:35 tells us, "By this shall all men know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love one to an
other. 
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Oxford's New Pro-Homosexual Bible 
By AI Dobras 

A new edition of the popular New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV) commentary, The 
New Oxford Annotated Bible, reinterprets key 

sections of the Bible to negate or water down ortho
dox Christian beliefs about homosexuality, Jesus 
Christ's sovereignty, and the sanctity of life. 

The new Annotated Bible - edited in part by 
pro-"gay" and feminist scholars- adopts "gay" re
visionist interpretations of holy scripture such as that 
God allegedly destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah for 
the sin of inhospitality - not homosexual sin. 

The nation's leading church for homosexuals 
swiftly hailed the new politically correct Bible com
mentary. Rev. Troy D. Perry, founder of the homo
sexual Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC), 
wrote on the church's Web site: 

I'm excited to share with you today one of the 
most imponant theological breakthroughs in the 
33-year history of Metropolitan Community 
Churches; ... the world renowned biblical schol
ars who prepared The New Oxford Annotated 
Bible have adopted a great deal of MCC's own 
scholarship and theology: There is no biblical 
condemnation of homosexuality - only prohi
bitions against its misuse, just as there is no bibli
cal blanket condemnation of heterosexuality, 
only prohibitions against misuse of that gift. 

I am pleased to commend this new study ver
sion of the Holy Scriptures. I believe it will be an 
imponant addition to the library of every MCC 
leader - and will be used by God to further 
open the doors of all faith communities to love, 
embrace and affirm God's GLBT children. 

Over the last several decades, the New Oxford 
Annotated Bible has gained wide acceptance in the 
large denominational churches as a valuable resource 
in biblical interpretation. The Third Edition is a re
placement for the Second Edition published in 1991. 

A comparison of selected commentaries between 
the two editions readily explains why homosexuals 
and their liberal allies are overjoyed. 

Sodom Sin Not •lnhospitalityn 
For the last 3,500 years, the sin of Sodom was 
thought to be the widespread practice of homosexu
ality by the men of the city. The new Third Edition 
says differently: 

12 NF.ovemFberd2~02 arm oun auon 

Genesis 19:5-8: "[T]hey called to Lot, "Where are 
the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to 
us, so that we may know them." Lot went out of the 
door to the men, shut the door after him, and said, "I 
beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly." 

Second Edition: The destruction of Sod om and 
Gomorrah impressed itself deeply upon later gen
erations as an example of God's total judgment 
upon appalling wickedness ... the episode is told 
to illustrate the sexual excesses of Canaanites. 5. 
Know refers to sexual relations, here homosexual 
('sodomy'). 8: Once guests had eaten in his 
house, Lot felt he had to obey the law of oriental 
hospitality, which guaranteed protection. Thus 
his proposal to hand over his daughters showed 
his determination to put first his obligation as a 
host. 

Third Edition: The destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah was a prominent example in Israelite 
tradition of God's total judgment. As in the case 
of 18:1-8, the main issue here is hospitality to 
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· secredy divine visitors. Here, however, the sanc
tity of hospitality is threatened by the men of the 
city who wish to rape. (know) the guests. Though 
disapproval of male homosexuality is assumed 
here, the primary point of this text is how this 
threat by the townspeople violates the value of 
hospitality .... As a result of his protection of his 
guests, he (Lot), like Noah, 'favor' with God and 
he and his household are rescued out of destruc
tion. 

The new Oxford commentary ignores the fact that 
God had already decided to destroy the city because of 
the outcry over their grievous sins (see Genesis 18:20 
and 19:13). The mission of the two angels who came 
to Lot's door was to carry out God's judgment. 

Other key texts on homosexuality were similarly 
reinterpreted. 

Romans 1:26-28: "For this reason God gave 
them up to degrading passions. Their women ex
changed natural intercourse for unnatural, and in the 
same way also the men, giving up natural intercourse 
with women, were consumed with passion for one 
another. Men committed shameless acts with men 
and received in their own persons the. due penalty 
for their error. And since they did not see fit to ac
knowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind and to things that should not be done." 

Second Edition: 'God gave them up, because in 
turning from God they violated their true na
ture, becoming involved in terrible and destruc
tive perversions; God let the process of death 
work itself out. 

Third Edition: While Torah forbids a male 'ly
ing with a male as with a woman,' Paul's Jewish 
contemporaries criticized a range of sexual be
haviors common in the pagan world. Although 
widely read today as a reference to homosexual
ity, the language of unnatural intercourse was 
more often used in Paul's day to denote not the 
orientation of sexual desire, but its immoderate 
indulgence, which was believed to weaken the 
body. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11: "Do you not know that 
wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, 
male prostitutes, sodomites, thieves, the greedy, 
drunkards, revilers, robbers- none of these will in
herit the kingdom of God. And this is what some of 
you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanc
tified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God." 

Second Edition: Male prostitutes, young men 
or boys in a pederastic relationship; sodomites, 
the older homosexual. 

Third' Edition: The Greek term translated 
male prostitutes and sodomites do not refer to 

'homosexuals,' as in inappropriate older transla
tions; 'masturbators' and male prostitutes might 
be a better translation. 

1hird Edition 
Ambiguous on Christ's Sovereignty, Divinity 

Most perniciously, the New Oxford Annotated 
Bible's Third Edition commentary leaves questions 
regarding the sovereignty and divinity of Christ: 

John 14:6-7: "Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Fa
ther except through me. If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.' 

Second Edition: Access to God is solely 
through Jesus. 

Third Edition: Jesus is the gateway to God. 
Note that the Third Edition removed the explicit 

declaration that Jesus is the only way to God. 
Philippians 2:5-7: "Let the same mind be in you 

that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, tak
ing the form of a slave, being born in human likeness." 

Second Edition: In the form of God, that is, 
pre-existent and divine. Something to be ex
ploited and never relinquished. But emptied 
himself, the extreme limit of self-denial. 

Third Edition: In the form of God, equality 
with God, may refer to divine status, or simply 
preexistence as a heavenly being, or Adam's 
original immortality, which Christ renounced by 
becoming subject to death. But emptied himself, 
the extreme limit of self-denial. 

The Third Edition commentary removes the de
clarative statement of Jesus' divinity and introduces 
several other interpretations that leave his deity an 
open question. 
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Sandity of Life Passage Disregarded 
Psalm 139:13-16: "For it was you who formed my 
inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's 
womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder
fully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know 
very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when 
I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. Your eyes beheld my unformed 
substance. In your book were written all the days 
that were formed for me, when none of them as yet 
existed." 

Second Edition: God formed the embryo in 
the womb (poetically called the depths of the 
earth) and knew the psalmist's character from 
the moment of conception. 

Third Edition: The mysterious process of cre
ation. 

The drastic changes in the Third Edition com
mentaries may have been influenced by new editors. 
The Second Edition was edited by Bruce Metzger 
and Roland Murphy. The Third Edition replaced Mr. 
Murphy with editors Michael D. Coogan, Marc Z. 
Brettler, and Carol A. Newsom. Dr. Newsom, in par
ticular, is a feminist theologian who partnered with 
Dr. Sharon H. Ringe to produce The Womens' Bible 
Commentary - a feminist perspective of scripture. 
Dr. Ringe serves as a biblical consultant to the Rec
onciling Congregation Program of the United Meth
odist Church - an outreach to gay, lesbian, bi
sexual, and transgender Methodists. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Fp 

Answering Homosexuals' FAQ 

Q"Isn't denying marriage licenses to couples 
of the same sex a civil rights issue?" 

No. Civil Rights Laws have been enacted to pre
vent unfair treatment based on differences in a 
person's race, sex, religion, age, previous condition 
of servitude, physical limitations, and national ori
gin. Marriage laws, on the other hand, recognize a 
unique relationship between a man and a woman. 
These laws make no distinctions between people, 
they merely create guidelines for gaining state recog
nition of this unique relationship. Anyone who 
meets the guidelines is allowed to marry regardless 
of personal characteristics. Those who cannot fit the 
definition recognized by the state including immedi
ate family members, multiple partners, children, or 
same-sex partners cannot marry. We may choose to 
have loving, committed relationships with such indi
viduals, but the laws of our state do not recognize 
them as marriage, because marriage is something en
tirely different. Changing the laws to allow same-sex 
relationships to become sanctioned by the state may 
set a precedent for the eventual sanctioning of these 
other diverse types of relationships and ignores the 
reality of what marriage is. 

Q "But by restricting the definition of marriage 
to one man and one woman, aren't you trying 

to impose your beliefs on others?" 
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Marriage has been the foundation of civilization 
for thousands of years in diverse cultures around the 
world. Those who are trying to uphold the time
honored definition of marriage did not pick this 
fight. They are not the aggressors. And they have a 
right to hold an opinion and to express their beliefs 
just like those who seek to overturn the current so
cial structure. 

Q "We just want the same things as you- commit
ment, love, etc. If marriage is so great, why not 

encourage us to form committed relationships?" 
That's already possible. What is really being 

asked is that we pretend that two men or two women 
together is the same as a marriage, and it is not. If 
every "committed relationship" were considered a 
marriage, then what would prohibit incestuous rela
tionships - a brother and a sister, or father and 
adult daughter? Or relationships of three people, say 
two brothers and a sister? Marriage laws based only 
on commitment could theoretically even include 
non-involved college roommates who would like to 
qualify for married student housing. Where would 
or should any redefinition of marriage stop? Sup..: 
porters of the existing marriage law have a valid ba
sis for worrying that same-sex marriage will open a 
"Pandora's Box" of claims for recognition of other 
relationships which would not be possible to close. 



Q "That is not what we're asking. We just want to 
let two people who love each other have the 

same rights as others." 
Homosexuals have precisely the same right to 

marry as anyone else. Marriage is the bringing to
gether of the two sexes. That is the whole point. To 
enter marriage, you must meet its qualifications. 
Eliminating one entire sex from the picture and then 
calling it "marriage" is not just an expansion of an 
institution, but rather the destruction of a principle. 

Q "Partners in same sex couples can't visit their 
lovers in hospitals. They can't leave property to 

their lover. They are denied a whole range of protec
tions given to married couples. We need marriage in 
order to receive equal treatment by the law." 

Let's not confuse issues here. Like other citizens, 
same-sex couples can draft any type of will that they 
want and leave their property to anyone they 
choose. A homosexual can designate his lover or 
anyone else as the executor of his estate or as the 
guardian of his health in the case of a debilitating ill
ness. As far as hospital visitation, that is a matter of 
local hospital policy. Anyone is free to lobby indi
vidual hospitals as well as local authorities to change 
their rules regarding visitation. But that doesn't re
quire overturning the institution of marriage. 

Q "Thirty years ago, interracial marriage was ille
gal, and the courts struck it down. No one to

day questions whether that was a good idea. Today, 
same-sex "marriage" is illegal, and the courts should 
strike it down too. Isn't it the same principle: the 
freedom to marry?" 

You assume that sexual differences are as irrel
evant to marriage as racial differences. But this is not 
true. As Colin Powell has observed, skin color aQd 
sexual behavior are entirely different issues. Race is a 
benign, inborn characteristic that has no bearing on 
conduct or character; but sex is behaviorally-based 
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and has everything to do with character, morality, 
and society's basic rules of conduct. We don't know 
any former African-Americans, but we do know 
some former homosexuals . The same-sex "marriage" 
issue is not about bigotry like the argument against 
interracial marriage. It's not about one race oppress
ing another. Those who support the current defini
tion of marriage are ordinary people; young and old, 
married and single, religious and non-religious, from 
every ethnic group across the world. Are all these 
people bigots? 

Q "Society is so messed up anyway. Divorce rates 
up, unwed pregnancies have quadrupled. Tradi

tional marriage in today's world is obviously failing. 
So why not a new approach ?" 

Families that begin with a "traditional" (male/fe
male) marriage are not guaranteed to have well-ad
justed, socially compatible children. Single-parent 
families comprise an increasingly large portion of 
families in the US. And not all traditional marriages 
result in natural-born children. However, most 
people agree that a family led by good, loving male 
and female role models has the best chance of suc
cess. Just because all of us do not attain the ideal 
does not mean we should change the pattern. If one 
believes that a good society requires a critical mass of 
healthy male/female marriages with children, then 
any policy that redefines (and thereby weakens) that 
basic unit is a bad idea. 

Q "You're just intolerant. Whom does it really hurt 
if a same-sex couple wants to get married?" 

Tolerance does not require endorsement. Same
sex "marriage" is endorsement. And legalizing same
sex "marriage" would have dramatic effects. For in
stance ... it would send a new moral message to 
Americans about marriage. It would have a legal im
pact- there are currently over 1,049 federal laws 
based on a person's marital status, as well as numer
ous state laws. Adoption, child custody, and public 
and private school curricula would all be affected. 
Schools could be required to teach non-traditional 
unions as acceptable social choices. There would be 
less support for marriage benefits in the workplace, 
causing employers to eliminate them and give ben
efits only to individuals. A redefinition of marriage 
would also impact our pocketbooks, as higher taxes 
would be necessary to provide for expanded benefits 
such as food stamps, social security payments, and 
spousal benefits for veterans. 
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liner Root II 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Churches of Christ are not well served by 
many in the university professors' corps. The 
Heart of the Restoration trilogy from ACU 

Press is a powerful example of what is wrong. Mter 
years of intense university training the authors of the 
first two volumes reflect "this world" thinking in 
places and mysticism in others. This intellectual pos
ture is untenable, but reflects postmodern religion. 

It is not my intention to batter anyone. My cri
tique applies to the university as an institution and to 
the institutionalization of the science and culture in
dustries. It is not directed toward individuals but to
ward a system, and works reflecting the system. 

We must clarify our relationship to this system. 
We must examine ourselves. Will we continue to iden
tify with it, exposing ourselves to it as we have in the 
past? God speaks directly to the question: 

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe
lievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? And what communion 
hath light with darkness? And what concord 
hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel? (2 Cor. 6:14-15). 

The span of centuries during which atheistic sci
ence and culture won dominance in the "Christian 
West" has made us largely indifferent to the mon
strosity. It is difficult to gain a critical perspective on 
something established for centuries. It seems self-evi
dent. It is hard to admit the history of ideas in the 
West is a sinful blunder. We view it, along with its 
tremendous global impact, as reality. What does exist 
is confused with what should exist. The factual be
comes normative. 

We have accepted the conventional wisdom that 
thought and creativity are possible only within this 
framework. Only the grace of the Father, the blood 
of Jesus, and the cleansing water of baptism can free 
us from this bondage. 

Some will ask; "Is the brief outline of the modern 
history of thought in Bitter Root I a black-white 
sketch which fails to do justice to reality?" Truly, nei
ther humanism nor the enlightenment consciously 
implemented a break from the Christian faith. Even 
idealism was not a total repudiation of Christianity. 
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Thus, we speak of people being un-Christian without 
being consciously anti-Christian. You find Christian 
nomenclature in philosophies ranging from Bacon, 
Hobbes, and Descartes, to Kant, Gothe, and Hegel. 
The tenor of society was still decidedly Christian. 
Raw atheism certainly was not allowed to surface. 

It was a gradual process of infiltration. The anti
Christian nature of this view is revealed in its contra
diction of God's word. It is atheistic, piously mouth
ing God's word, while brazenly neglecting him. Its 
god is not God who reveals himself in his word. Its 
god is the god of philosophers. To this god are as
cribed dreamy constructs of human spirit. Well into 
the nineteenth century this thinking was generally pi
ous, though piety surfaced less and less frequently. 
Rebelliousness Paul called "flesh" (sarx) came to 
power, initially presenting itself as pious "flesh." 

The anti-Christian nature of this view becomes 
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evident· in that the study of the Bible and nature 
methodologically ignores God. God's word as the 
source of knowledge is pushed aside. Thought in the 
West was de-Christianized the way a house is de
stroyed by termites. The supporting beams are co
vertly attacked. When they are fully degraded, the 
building collapses. 

We are seeing similar results in modern thought. 
These events have proceeded undercover for a long 
time. The false impression is created that the Chris
tian faith has come to an end. Actually, a stream of 
ideology, which was anti-Christian from its incep
tion, has run its course. The ideology was initially in
termixed with Christian faith. In the course of its re
finement the Christian faith was rejected by the ide
ology as fundamentally incompatible. 

The illusion that Christian faith is obsolete arose 
because too many Christians identified their faith 
with this failed ideology. They did not recognize its 
anti-Christian character. Genuine Christian faith 
continues under God's protection. There have al
ways been the "seven thousand" who did not bow 
the knee to Baal (Rom. 11:4-5) . These were often 
persons Paul describes as "not many .. . wise by hu
man standards; not many ... influential; not many ... 
of noble birth" (1 Cor. 1 :26). Additionally, the 
Christian faith was barred from development in aca
demic centers of learning where atheistically con
ceived notions of science held monopolistic sway. 
Access to this world was restricted in that few could 
enter it without sacrificing their faith. Some attempt 
to live in both worlds. They embrace atheistic forms 
of thought in their academic work. In spiritual mat
ters they seek validity in mysticism. It is incongruous, 
but incongruity is encouraged in the modern acad
emy. 

The contemporary scene was muddled due to 
syncretistic mixing of Christianity with notions alien 
to it. By God's grace we can now seek clearly. We 
must use this hour to renounce syncretism and in 
Jesus' name make a new beginning. "Break up your 
unplowed ground and do not sow among thorns" 
Uer. 4:3). 

Some will object: "The University, too, is 'the 
world,' and Jesus did not ask that we be taken out of 
the world, but that we be preserved in it" Uohn 
17: 15). On the surface this seems reasonable, but you 
must make a crucial distinction. For example, when I 
buy groceries in the world, what I purchase is con
sumed and digested; it does not contact my thinking. 
When I buy shoes from an atheist, the shoes envelop 

my feet, not the inner person. If I work on an assembly 
line, I may be forced to hear vulgar speech, but I am 
not compelled to absorb it into my mind. The univer
sity, in contrast, is where thinking is altered and 
brought into line with the world. 

Since the enlightenment society has rejected the 
reality of the Fall (Gen. 3 ). Acquired human deprav
ity and the need for redemption are also rejected. 
Humanity tries to portray thinking as a neutral, ob
jective, and effective capacity. Everything appearing 
to conform to the laws of logic is automatically cor
rect insofar as it restricts itself to what is visible and 
immanent. This conviction of neutrality, objectivity, 
and the universality of scientific thought is a farce 
championed in the university. Here it is assumed true 
"thinking" must be "scientifically based,'' and so lim
ited to these monistic self-restrictions. The sciences 
as studied in the university, each in their domains, 
lay claim to exclusive validity for human thought. 

Through this stridently advocated claim to exclu~ 
sive validity, students wanting to learn to think are 
drawn into the global process of secularization. Yet 
God admonishes: "And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
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mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and ac
ceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Rom. 12:2). This 
secularization is what many are violently rejecting 
throughout global society. What we absorb through 
thinking is what we become. Many are refusing to 
become what they see postmodern Christians being. It 
is impossible to spend nine hours per day in modes of 
thought based on atheistic premises without being 
profoundly swayed. Many of our own professors 
demonstrate this flaw. It is hard not to be over
whelmed by a decade of indoctrination in secularism. 

Scientific thought as popularly defined has the 
appearance of neutrality. But it methodologically ex
cludes God; assuring itself he has nothing to do with 
the determination of historical dates, the construc
tion of computers, or the development of medica
tions. It is precisely the claim of neutrality, the meth-
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odological exclusion of God that stands in contradic
tion to the Bible. The approach is atheistic. If I adopt 
it, I shove God to the periphery, whether or not this 
is my intent. I dismiss much of his word without be
ing aware of it. I am soon left with a small god, a god 
relevant only to private life, and a god who will not 
bear me up when life's serious demands press down 
on me. This minimization is not the result of God's 
limitations, it is rather the way I confine the scope of 
God's reign. We reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7). This 
truth applies to intellectual life as surely as it does to 
agriculture. 

Some of our professors propagate secular con
structs in their academic writing, and in their class
rooms. Students are taught to apply these modes of 
thought to the study of scripture. The approach is 
destructive of biblical faith. In an effort to salvage 
the faith, the professors offer mysticism as an ap
proach to matters of spirit. It is a self-contradictory 
posture that cannot sustain critical analysis. It will 
produce a hideously destructive intellectual collision. 
But they have nothing else to offer. The prophet said 
woe to him who puts evil for good, light for dark, 
and bitter for sweet (lsa. 5 :20). 

Clearly not everything resulting from scientific 
work of recent centuries is bad. Much of it must be 
seen as helpful. Truth is independent of who says 
it or the method he uses. Even a blind hog finds 
an acorn occasionally. God in his faithfulness, pa
tience, and mercy continues to grant blessings. He 
has graciously granted much that is beneficial dur
ing these centuries of rebellion. But due to sin, the 
good has been corrupted into something destructive. 

What should be done? We must reconstruct cen
ters of learning. Christian research centers must de
pend on God in the selection of areas for investiga
tion, in the assumptions under girding the work, in 
the means adopted, and in the motives for study. 
They must rely on God at every step. Christian re
search cannot be autonomous and uninhibitedly sub
jective. It must find its point of reference and con
firmation directly or indirectly in the Bible. The 
world will not agree with this reliance, it cannot, 
but it can share in the fruits of such labor. It is a 
noble cause that will heal our fractured brotherhood 
while leading men to God. We have been a pale imi
tation of "this world" long enough. Let us walk in 
the light. 

P.O. Box 3 16 
Livingston, TX 7735 1 

FF 



Baptism in Holy Spirit and Fire 
By H. A. "Buster" Dobbs 

John, who was sent before Jesus to prepare the 
way for him, cited three things that would help 
prove the power and position of Jesus: 1 

And even now the axe lieth at the root of the 
trees: every tree therefore that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

I indeed baptize you in water unto repen
tance: but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he 
shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire: 

whose fan is in his hand, and he will thor
oughly cleanse his threshing-floor; and he will 
gather his wheat into the garner, but the chaff he 
will burn up with unquenchable fire (Matt. 
3:10-12). 

Here are the three things John affirmed of Jesus 
in this passage: 

1. Jesus would cause Israel to be rejected as the 
chosen people of God. He used the figures of a tree 
being cut down and cast into the fire (Matt. 3: 1 0). 

2. Jesus would cause some of the multitude to be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit and in fire (Matt. 3:11). 

3. Jesus would make a final judgment, in which 
some would be saved and all others would be burned 
with unquenchable fire. He used the figures of fan, 
threshing-floor, wheat, chaff, storehouse, and fire 
(Matt. 3: 12). 

In verse ten he speaks of the nation of Israel. In 
verse eleven he speaks of the apostles. 2 In verse 
twelve he speaks of the whole world. 

The promise of baptism "in the Holy Spirit and 
in fire" has subject, object, and action. 

The subject is Jesus. 

The qbject is the apostles. 
The action is "baptism in the Holy Spirit and in 

fire." 
Notice, especially, the conjunction and, which ties 

"Holy Spirit" together with "fire" -they may not be 
logically or grammatically separated. Whoever was 
baptized in the Holy Spirit would also be baptized in 
fire. The passage has the effect of saying, Jesus will 
baptize you (apostles) in the Holy Spirit and Jesus will 
also baptize you (apostles) in fire. This has to be true 
because the word "and" has coupling power.3 

In Mark 16:16 Jesus said, "He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved." If we say that "Holy 
Spirit and fire" in Matthew 3: 11 may be separated, 
then what is to keep others from separating belief 
and baptism in Mark 16:16. 

Peter said, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 
of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit." Question: According to the rules of grammar, 
repentance and baptism cannot be split (Acts 2:38). 
They are inseparably joined by the word and- a co
ordinating conjunction -just as baptism in the Holy 
Spirit is indivisibly connect with a baptism in fire in 
Matthew 3:11. 

In Matthew 3: 11 there is one subject Uesus), and 
one object (the apostles) and two actions- baptism 
in the Holy Spirit and baptism in fire. Baptism in the 
Holy Spirit is tied to the baptism in fire by a coordi
nating conjunction. The two may not be parted. The 
apostles were to be baptized in the Holy Spirit and 

1 Other demonstrations of Jesus majesty and Lordship include: other (1) "mighty works and wonders and signs" done in the midst 
of the people; (2) fulfilled prophecy; (3) victorious resurrection, (4) glorious ascension, and (5) present rule as King of the Universe 
-Jesus upholds "all things by the word of his power" (See Heb. 1:1-6). 
2 We know verse eleven refers to the apostles because, while the multitude may have been present, the apostles (appointed to be 
apostles at a later time) alone were baptized in the Holy Spirit (see Acts 1:2, 5; Acts 1:26; Acts 2:1-4, 33). Since only the apostles in 
John's audience received baptism in the Holy Spirit, we can be certain that verse eleven applied only to them. Example: The gospel 
is to be preached to every creature in the whole world. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved (Mark 16:15-16). The 
preaching is to every creature in the world, but only those who believe and are baptized will be saved, showing that a statement can 
be made to a crowd, but single out a select number for a particular promise. If John spoke to the multitude, he singled out the 
apostles because subsequent events show they alone received the promise. Peter said Judas' successor had to be one who followed 
Jesus from the days of the· baptism of John (Acts 1:22). Incidentally, this verse proves John baptized the apostles in water. 
3 and: a conjunction used to indicate an additional thing, situation, or fact. '~d, in this case links words and phrases of the same 
grammatical value. • a sister and two brothers • We need to clean the house and pack our suitcases (World English Dictionary). 
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fire. This cannot be construed to mean that the 
apostles would be baptized in the Holy Spirit and 
others would be baptized in fire. 

Fire is often used as a symbol of the presence 
and power of God (Ex. 3:2-4; 14:24; 19:18; 24:17; 
Deut 4:24, 36; 9:3; 1 Kings 18:38; 2 Kings 6:17; 1 
Chron. 21 :26; Job 1:16; Isa. 29:6; 30:27; Isa. 66:15; 
Ezek. 1:26-27; Zech. 2:5; Heb. 12:29; 2 Thess. 1:7; 
Rev. 1:14). 

On Pentecost the apostles were baptized in the 
Holy and Spirit and in fire, just as John promised. 
Flames "like as of fire" symbolized the Holy Spirit, 
who is God. The apostles were immersed (baptized) 
in the fire. It did not just sit on their heads, but en
cased their bodies. 

Someone may object that the tongues were "like 
as of fire" and not real fire (Acts 2:3}. It looked like 
fire. To the multitude it appeared to be fire and as far 
as they knew it was fire . 

Go back to the original promise (Matt 3:10-12). 
In verse 10 is the tree a literal tree? Is the axe a 

literal axe? Is the fire literal fire? 
In verse twelve, Is the fan literal? Is the thresh

ing-floor literal? Is the wheat literal? Is the fire lit
eral? It would be ludicrous to say that a figurative 
axe cut down a figurative tree and cast it into a literal 
fire. It would be preposterous to say that a figurative 
fan separated figurative wheat from figurative chaff, 
but the figurative chaff was cast into a literal fire. 

If the "fire" in verses 10 and 12 were figurative, 
then why would anyone suppose that the "fire" of 
verse 11 is literal fire? 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- )ames 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful - Rev 2:1 0 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost- 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6: 19 
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The fire in the original promise of baptism in the 
Holy Spirit and fire was figurative - something that 
looked like fire - "like as of fire." The fulfillment in 
Acts 2:1-4 is exactly what the promise indicated and 
required. 

John promised (Matt. 3:10-12) that Jesus would 
give three demonstrations of his power: 

First, the end of the Jewish dispensation Ooel 
2:28-32). 

Second, the inauguration of the kingdom of God 
on earth (Acts 2:1-4). 

Third, the final judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). 
These displays of supernatural power prove that 

Jesus is both Lord and Christ, and show why John, 
though none was greater (Luke 7 :28), was unworthy 
to carry the shoes of Jesus. 

Why downgrade the spectacular fire of Acts 2:4 
to a less impressive single flame setting upon each 
apostle? 

John said Jesus would baptize the apostles in fire 
and in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3: 11). 

An apostle enveloped in tongues parting asunder, 
like as of fire - baptized in the Holy Spirit and in fire 
- is striking, dramatic ... and scriptural. It accu
rately fulfills the prophecy of Matthew 3:11. 
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Sounding Brass 
and Clanging Cymbals 
The history and significance 
of instrumental music in the 
Restoration Movement (1827 -1968) 

J.E.Choate 
William Woodson 

"After an orderly recounting of the historical changes year 
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Address by Don H. Morris 
at the ACC Faculty Meeting 

May 14, 1968 

Many speeches today begin with the super
fluous statement that this is a time of 
change. The statement certainly is true 

with regard to higher education. The last years have 
been a time of bigger enrollments and a time of bet
ter facilities in most colleges and universities. It is a 
time of change at Abilene Christian College in both 
of these areas. Our enrollment this present year is 
the largest ever; and, with our Design for Develop
ment, it seems that during the next few years we will 
have at our command the most useful facilities ever 
afforded one of our Christian colleges. 

In our information to the public we have referred 
to 1967-1968 as "The Year of Change" at Abilene 
Christian College. When we announced the Design 
for Development three years ago, and during this 
present year of change also, we have remembered, I 
am glad, our promises and consequent obligations to 
our thousands of friends, to the church, and to the 
world. We have told our friends that we are advanc
ing the changeless. 

Advancing the changeless! A great institution like 
Abilene Christian College is much like a great oak; it 
grows and develops, it gets taller and it spreads its 
boughs; and yet its sources of life and strength remain 
constant and the same. We do advance the changeless, 
because our concepts of education at Abilene Chris
tian College are as changeless as eternal truth. 

In order to carry out the promises of Abilene 
Christian College, the founders of the College in its 
Charter provided for a Board of Trustees. At first the 
Board was made up of a dedicated group of five hon
orable and successful Christian men. The Charter 
has been amended at different times until now the 
Board is composed of forty-five men, all just as hon
orable and dedicated and as interested in the basic 
purposes of the College, I believe, as were those 
·great men who started Childers Classical Institute on 
its course sixty-two years ago. 

The Board is the policy-making body of Abilene 
Christian College. Its responsibility is to set the pur
poses and th& principles that guide the College. The 
business of the Board also is to see to it that the 

promises of the College, which I have referred to -
its policies and its principles - are lived up to, that 
the officials of the College who are designated to do 
so carry out its purposes. 

To carry out the policies of Abilene Christian 
College, to see to it that its promises are kept, to see 
to it that the proper individual officials and teachers 
are employed to keep the promises, the Charter of 
the College provides that a President shall be em
ployed by the Board. He is responsible to the Board 
for the operation of the College, for its promotion, 
and for the day-to-day decisions and impressions 
made on this campus~ Through the Board, the Presi
dent is also responsible to all who believe in the Col
lege - who believe in it because of the promises it· 
has made and because of the principles, which the 
College has declared, it will follow. 

Thousands of people have acted upon these 
promises. During the past nine months, 3,394 stu
dents and their parents, probably between eight and 
ten thousand individuals, have patronized Abilene 
Christian College. These individuals have made a 
contractual agreement with the College, based upon 
the principles for which they believe the College 
stands. They have trusted Abilene Christian College 
in the most far-reaching way possible. They have en
trusted themselves (the students have), and the par
ents have entrusted their children to us for educa
tion, for direction, and for all-round development. 

Abilene Christian College is responsible to an
other large number who has made gifts to it. At the 
time of the February meeting of the National Devel
opment Council, 8,299 different gifts had been made 
in the Design for Development gifts ranging from a 
few dollars to over a million dollars. Other than par
ents and students, these are the most important 
people that we do business with, people that we 
make our promises to. It is really astounding when 
you remember that counting parents, students, do
nors, and their wives and husbands, during the past 
three years, Abilene Christian College has been in
volved in this definite contractual relationship with 
probably 25,000 to 30,000 individuals. 
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To see to it that Abilene Christian College does 
its work - that our obligations are carried out in 
these contractual relationships, many other individu
als make up its organization. 

Among these individuals are the Dean of the Col
lege, who is responsible to the President for its aca
demic program; the Business Manager, who is re
sponsible for effecting all business functions of the 
College; the Dean of Students, who is responsible for 
student life; the Assistant to the President, who is re
sponsible for public relations activities; and - at 
Abilene Christian College, the Assistant President, 
who assists in the general administration of the Col
lege in any activity where his help is required. These 
people make up the Administrative Committee of 
Abilene Christian College. 

Responsible to the different members of the Ad
ministrative Committee are those who carry out 
functions in each particular area. For example, in the 
public relations area are the Director of Develop
ment, the field men, the public information people, 
who look after all publications and deal with the 
news media, the keepers of public relations records, 
the secretaries, and others. 

In the academic field, responsible to the Dean, 
are the Registrar and his staff, the Dean of the 
Graduate School, the heads of all departments, and 
all members of the faculty. In each department the 
faculty members are first of all responsible to the 
head of that department. 

In the business area there are the Assistant Busi
ness Manager, the purchasing officer, and all who 
look after records, collections, and expenditures. 

And in the area of student life there are the Ad
missions Director and his staff, the Dean of Women, 
the Dean of Men, the hostesses, and others who have 
their responsibilities. 

All of this makes for a complex organization on 
this campus. But it is more than an organization; it is 
a group of wonderful men and women. I like to call 
it a family of men and women who have banded 
themselves together to see to it that the great pur
poses of our College are accomplished. The Business 
Office, for example, must carry on all the business of 
the College with the kind of thrift and good judg
ment that guarantees the business effectiveness and 
the business integrity of Abilene Christian College. 

Of course the most important function of 
Abilene Christian College is educational. 

In our educational program, there are two basic 
functions, which the College has set for itself. The 
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first is academic per se; we are a college. We are mor
ally bound to do the work of an institution of higher 
learning as best we can. 

The Charter of Abilene Christian College, written 
in 1906 and re-approved and extended for an indefinite 
time on May 26, 1967, requires the "maintenance of 
a college for the advancement of education in which the 
arts, sciences, languages, and Holy Scriptures shall 
always be taught, together with such other courses of 
instruction as shall be deemed advisable by the Board 
of Trustees." Yes, we are a college, and I am proud of 
the service we have rendered as an institution of higher 
learning. This service is attested to by the recognition 
given us by other colleges and universities, by the State 
of Texas, by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, and the recognition thatcomesfrom thousands 
of alumni being leaders in their professions and busi
nesses throughout the world. We must continue to hold 
to our academic standards so that this service, which we 
offer to young people, may be the most far-reaching 
possible. 

The other basic educational function of Abilene 
Christian College is religious. Every one of us is here 
first of all because of our religious purposes. Our 
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Trustees, our National Development Council, our 
patrons, you and I - all of us - invest our time and 
money here because of this great purpose. We are glad 
to give ourselves to this cause because of the extent to 

which we believe in years past we have accomplished 
that most important of all of our purposes. 

That purpose in which so many have invested 
their lives - men and women like Charles H. 
Roberson, Miss j ewell Watson, Brother Cox, Brother 
Baxter, Brother Sewell, and Mrs. Bishop - the pur
pose, I repeat, to which so many of us here today 
have given the greater part of our lives (and, as the 
Declaration says, "our sacred honor") is clearly de
fined in the Charter. The Charter of Abilene Chris
tian College, referring to the College, says" ... which 
shall be managed and controll ed as hereinafter set 
forth by a Board of Trustees, each of whom shall be a 
member of a congregation of the Church of Christ, 
which takes the New Testament as its only and suffi
cient rule of fai th, worship and practice, and rejects 
from its faith, worship, and practice everything not 
required by either precept or example, and which 
does not introduce into the faith, worship and prac
tice, as a part of the same or as adjuncts thereto any 
supplemental organization or anything else not 
clearly and directly authorized in the New Testament 
either by precept or example." 

This paragraph from the Charter of Abilene 
Christian College sets the religious course of the 
College. The Charter enforces this commitment by 
stating further that the qualifications of Board mem
bers just given you cannot be changed and that all 
gifts to the College are given and is to be considered 
by law to be given on this condition. 

So we do have a commitment - a promise - a 
legal promise that can be enforced by law by donors 

STONES & BONES 
By Carl Wieland 

This concise, information-packed booklet explains the 
evolution vs. creation debate in a nutshell. From 
radiometric dating, fossils, DNA, mutations to puzzling 
questions (Where did Cain get his wife?), and much 
more. Ideally suited for home and church studies. High 
school- adult 0·89051-175·6 pb, 48 pgs. 

$2.99 • plus $2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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to the College and their heirs. Also we have a moral 
commitment to all: to parents, to students, to 
alumni, to friends. The donors come in as a kind of 
surety of the promise that is made to all. 

What does the promise say? It says that the poli
cies of Abilene Christian College shall be made by 
men who believe in the church, the church that takes 
the "New Testament as its only and sufficient rule of 
faith, worship and practice and rejects from its faith, 
worship and practice everything not required by ei
ther precept or example, and which does not intro
duce into the faith, worship and practice, as a part of 
the same or as adjuncts thereto any supplemental or
ganization or anything else not clearly authorized in 
the New Testament either by precept or example." 

N ow there is not a person here today who 
doesn't know what that means. I know what it 
means, and I am honor bound by it. It means that re
ligiously Abilene Christian College stands for the or
ganization of the New Testament Church - that it 
stands for the law of conversion of the New Testa
ment, the worship as taught in the New Testament
that religiously it stands for the name of the church 
in the New Testament and for Bible teaching on all 
matters. I am calling attention to this today as a re
view and as a reminder to all of us of our purposes 
and promises. We are all honor bound by these prin
ciples. It is not too much for the administration to 
expect that the teaching and influence of the College 
conform to these requirements. It is not enough not 
to expect it. 

The 
Genesis 
Flood 
John C. Whitcomb Jr. 
Henry M. Morris 

An extensive treatment of both biblical and 
scientific evidences for a global flood as 
explained in Genesis 6-8. The classic in its field 
that inititiated much of the current creation/ 
evolution controversy. Still extremely relevant. 
0875523382 550 pgs. paperback 
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Someone will ask, "Doesn't this limit academic 
freedom?" 

There is not a university or college in the United 
States where so-called academic freedom is not quali
fied or limited in some particular. I believe in freedom 
as much as any person here - freedom to search for 
truth and freedom of expression as long as such ex
pression does not interfere with the academic or reli
gious aims of Abilene Christian College. We are con
trolled by our aims just as are other institutions. 

The Commission on Colleges and Universities of 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Sec
ondary Schools, in its Guide for the Evaluation of In
stitutions of Higher Education, recognizes "restric
tion of freedom of expression and action imposed 
because of religious or other particular institutional 
aims." The Commission further states that these aims 
"should be a matter of record and should be made 
known to prospective faculty members in advance of 
appointment." 

Our aims are on record in the Charter and are 
discussed with prospective faculty members. (I do 
this myself.) No doubt they should be in a more 
available form. A committee of the faculty and ad
ministration has been working on this but has not 
completed it to date, for which I suppose I am chiefly 
to blame. 

Also it will be of interest here to state that a spe
cial committee appointed by the Texas Coordinating 
Board in its recommendations last year to the Coor
dinating Board recognized "limitations ... because of 
religious or other aims." The Committee also stated: 
"Exercise of professional integrity by a faculty mem
ber includes recognition that the public will judge his 
profession and his institution by his statements." 

This principle requires that the college teacher 
always remember to respect the aims of his institu
tion in his actions and in his expressions. This prin
ciple (that the public will judge a faculty member's 
profession and his institution by his statements) also 
has to do with public denouncements and criticisms 
by anyone connected with a college. 

The National Education Association in its code 
of ethics for the teaching profession states at this 
point: "The teacher will deal with other members of 
the profession in the same manner as he himself 
wishes to be treated." We don't have to quote the 
NEA for that. This gets right down to where we live. 
This truth applies to anything said or done that re
flects publicly upon any teacher or any segment of 
the College. It applies also to the little day-by-day ut-
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terances that may reflect upon colleagues, wound 
any, or divide the whole. We live in a close commu
nity and should be careful to treat others as we wish 
to be treated. 

Knowledge, scho larship, and truth are impor
tant. The heart - attitude toward others - is also 
important. Feeling fo r others does not weaken truth; 
it strengthens and sustains it. 

The NEA code of ethics also states: "The teacher 
will speak constructively of other teachers, but report 
honestly to responsible persons in matters involving 
the welfare of students, the school ... and the profes
sion." 

These are valid principles of man-made ethics. Ev
ery faculty member at Abilene Christian College 
should respect them. There are higher principles of 
loyalty and brotherly consideration of colleagues that 
are found in the Bible. These Bible principles, too, 
prohibit denouncements and public criticisms until 
every reasonable attempt has been made through 
proper channels to bring about what the faculty mem
ber thinks should be done. 

All of this is very important at Abilene Christian 
College. It is especially important at this time. 

Brown 
Trail 



Yes,· I believe in freedom for every staff member 
and every teacher. And I believe in freedom for every 
department head, for the deans, for the business 
manager, for the president and every other official of 
the College as each carries out his responsibilities 
within the purposes of the College. 

May I give an example? One of the most effec
tive and one of the most pleasant relationships that I 
have on this campus is with the business office. Now 
I don't know a thing about accounting, and I don't 
know one lever or button on the IBM machines from 
the other. But I can add and figure percentages. I can 
tell when an overcharge or undercharge is made or 
when a note has been paid if they will give me a list 
of the payments. 

But the business office is free. It sets up its ac
counting system; it sets up its procedures for record
ing charges and for making collections. There is full 
freedom in that office. 

But when I receive from a parent a letter or a 
long distance call (as I sometimes do) saying, "You 
have overcharged my son," or "You haven't given my 
son credit for a certain payment," I feel "free to say to 
the patron, "I'll look into that immediately and let 
you know." Then I feel free to call Mr. Smith or Bill 
Hilton or Leo McDaniel or Don Drennan to find in
formation to relay to the patron. If I can't under
stand what they tell me, I feel free to go in the office 
and ask, "Please write that down so this father and I 
can see what it is." 

The business office, I am glad to say, is nearly al
ways right. But if there is a mistake, I feel free to sug
gest that the husiness office, or I, write the patron and 
make the correction. Once in a while a mistake in the 
business office is unusually pronounced. Once the 
IBM room gave a student report that contained the 
amazing information that we had 17 students enrolled 
from No Trees, Texas. Now I wasn't going to include 
that in one of my reports, because I knew that there 
weren't 17 people who live within ten miles of No 
Trees. So I said, "We've got to start over here, and 
something has to be changed in that machine." 

There was no abridgement of freedom in that 
little incident. Likewise, there is no interference in 
freedom in most decisions or requirements by ad
ministrators on this campus. 

In the religious and academic programs of the 
College, things can work in the same way. We may 
have problems and sometimes misunderstandings; 
but, if we w!ll work with each other and make a few 
changes when necessary, even in personnel, all will 

be well. I believe enough in the restoration of New 
Testament Christianity, I believe enough in the har
mony of God's wisdom as revealed in the Bible, and I 
believe enough in the efficacy of Christ's prayer for 
unity to believe that we here at Abilene Christian 
College, by working at it, can and will stand united 
on Bible teaching. By standing united on Bible teach
ing, then and only then can we accomplish the great
est purpose of Abilene Christian College. I appeal to 
you that all of us together may do just that. 

As I have said, this is a statement of policy needed 
at this time. All of us need greatly to keep our balance 
in these days. We need to be slow to jump to conclu
sions and to accept rumors and gossip. We need to 
have faith in each other, we need to have faith in our
selves, and above all we need to tie our faith to the 
everlasting purposes and principles upon which men 
have built Abilene Christian College. 

I am not speaking today for the Board of Trust
ees, although I know how the Board stands on these 
important matters. I am not speaking for other ad
ministrative officials of the College, though all mem
bers of the Administrative Committee have ex
pressed to me this same position. I am speaking for 
the President of Abilene Christian College, and I am 
speaking for him as long as I hold this office.* 

*Abilene Christian College Faculty Meeting 
Notes for May 11, 1968, indicate this speech re
ceived a standing ovation. 

(Our question is whether Abilene Christian Uni
versity has drifted - and would its current president 
make this same speech ... or one like it?) 
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Potpourri ... 

I I stand! H ere comes the Ea rl! Earl Davis, of 
Chicago continues to send us clippings 
from the Chicago Tribune that highlight mor

tal foibles. Quirks in human conduct often become 
straws-in-the-wind, indicating the direction of things 
to come - and areas to investigate to oppose the 
wrong and promote the right. The morals of mortals 
show which way the mortals are moving. This is 
valuable information. Our hat is off to brother Davis 
and we o nce again thank him fo r helping us. H ere 
are succinct excerpts fro m the latest batch of news
paper reports. 

•!• Stephen Jay Gould delved into the nuances of 
biology and the theory of evolution with the soft 
touch of a novelist and the obsession of a baseball fa
natic, becoming through his widely read books and 
essays the most public biologist of the last century -
and one of the most controversial. Gould, 60, died 
of cancer May 20, 2002 in New York (Chicago Tri
bune, May 2 1, 2002). 

·:·The Chicago Collegiate Pride Fest 2002 was "a 
day of solidarity, hilarity, discussion, fl aming hair, 
and wild applause." The event was "billed as the fi rst 
of its kind .. . a gathering of gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender students from many educational in
stitutions. The University of Illinois at Chicago, Co
lumbia College, Loyola University, Northwestern 
University, the School of Art Institute and the Uni
versi ty o f Chicago hosted the festival, but only 500 
people attended the circus." William Greaves, " the 
city 's point man for the event, " said, ''Assimilation is 
the great middle ground of our movement. The 
question is, if you' re gay, do you have to be a couple, 
with adopted children, living in the suburbs to be ac
cepted ?" (Chicago Tribune, Apr. 9, 2002). (Well , that 
sounds mighty like pro moting something other than 
a stable and committed same sex couple living a 
"normal" life - doesn't it?} 

·:· Dennis Byrne wrote, "I know the mantra, that 
gays are no mo re likely to be child abusers than het
erosexuals. Pardon me if I don't take anyone's word 
for it anymore. I greet such assertions with the same 
skepticism that I greet the word of some preachers" 
(Chicago Tribune, M ay 27, 2002). 
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·!·There are 35 chapels in airports across 
America. It is reported. Airport chapels receive thou
sands o f visitors each day who drop in for a visit be
fore flying. It is also reported that attendance has in
creased since September 11 (Chicago Tribune, May 
31, 2002). 

·:·Hoping to avoid divorce? It helps if you're 
wealthy, religious and at least 20 years old when you 
tie the knot. Couples who don' t live together before 
marriage have a better shot at staying together, as do 
those whose parents stayed married (Chicago Tri
bune, J uly 24, 2002). 

•!• Britain announced recen tly that Rowan 
Williams, a Welsh churchman outspokenly in favor of 
gays and women as clerics and opposed to Western 
mili tarism, would be the new spiritual leader of the 
world's 70 million Anglicans. "[W]illiams has recently 
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castigated the U.S. for withdrawing from environ
mental treaties, criticized the bombing of Afghanistan 
as 'morally tainted' and said that any invasion of Iraq 
would be "immoral and illegal" (C, July 24, 2002). 
H as the new head of the Anglican church forgotten 
that the magistrate does not bear the sword in vain? 

•!• Allen Iverson, the tattooed, gangster-rapping 
Philadelphia 76ers All-Star guard faces serious crimi
nal charges. His attorney indicated he will plead 
gu ilty. At the same time, stores are said to having a 
hard time keeping Iverson's athletic shoe in stock. 
Obviously there is money to be made as an edgy, 
hoodlum-style star. But there is also a price to be 
paid by t he NBA when the league repeatedly toler
ates behavior that its paying fans warn their children 
against (Chicago Tribune, July 24, 2002). 

·!·A cartoon called "Shoe" shows the principal 
character reading a Bible in a restaurant. "Looking 
for inspiration?" says the waitress. "No ... loop
holes," is the answer. (Chicago Tribune, July 26, 
2002) . 'Tain't funny McGee. 

•!• In attempting to explain his new evolution 
theory (that life on earth started millions of times), 
Carl Woese (University of Illinois) said, "During the 
Cambrian explosion, untold numbers of different 
body shapes were created only to vanish" (Chicago 
Tribune, Aug. 12, 2002). Amazing- simply amazing. 
Woese proves his theory by untold different body 
shapes that vanished in the dim and distant past. 
Sounds like catching a theory out of thin air to me. 

•!• The Iranian Shariah, the Islamic legal code de
rived from the Koran, says that in the case of adul
tery both partners are subject to stoning but men are 
buried up to their waists, while women are buried up 
to their necks during the stoning. But the Law also 
provides that if the person manages to escape dudng 
the stoning, they are allowed to go free - and guess 
which sex has the better chance of breaking loose 
(Chicago Tribune, Aug. 22, 2002). 

•!• David L. Moyer, president of Forward in Faith, 
a conservative organization within the liberal Angli
can Church, expects to be defrocked by his bishop 
because he opposes female priests, and homosexual 
marriages (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 30, 2002) . 

Word to the Wise 

!ilWe print the following without comment. It is 
intended to make you aware of what is happening at 
Rochester College, a school operated by members of 
the church of Christ. We solemnly suggest that the 
alumnus and the alumna of various schools among us 

ask the administration of their Alma Mater if it ap
proves or disapproves such behavior. You may be 
shocked, or you may not care. 

Preachers of DiHerent Faiths Commune 
at RC Conference 

C9>About 140 ministers fro m 14 different Chris
tian fai ths and 27 states participated in a com
munion service as part of Rochester College's 
fifth Sermon Seminar May 20-22 at the Roches
ter Hills, Mich., school. 

New Testament scholar Luke Timothy 
Johnson, religion professor at Emory University, 
Atlanta, Ga., was a featured speaker. Richard 
Eslinger of United Theological Seminary, Randy 
Harris of Abilene Christian University, Greg 
Stevenson of Rochester College and Ross 
Thomson of the Northlake church, Atlanta, lec
tu red on topics from Hebrews.The lectures will 
be printed in a book by ACU Press. 

The overwhelming response from ... preachers 
was that nothing like this exists in the Churches 
of Christ," said David Fleer, the event's principal 
organizer. 

'This seminar brought together people from a 
variety of faith backgrounds for a unity of pur
pose to improve preaching through a biblical per
spective, ' said M ichael Westerfield, Rochester's 
provost. ' I believe that this is a critical parr of our 
mission.' 
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The point of interest is not that they studied with 
scholars from denominational affiliations, but that 
they participated together in a "communion service" 
May 20-22 (Monday through Wednesday). What say 
you? 

Get lid of Whiter 
OA Harvard professor wants to abolish the white 

race. Noel lgnatiev, a founder of a journal called 
Race Traitor and a fellow at Harvard's W.E.B. DuBois 
Institute (which makes him a committed communist) 
said he was determined not just to deconstruct but to 
destroy the while race. On his Web Cite (http:// 
racetraitor.org), the Harvard professor says, "Trea
son to whiteness is loyalty to humanity." According 
to the Washington Times (Sept. 4, 2002), Dr. 
lgnatiev, who is described as a Marxist activist, 
wrote, "Race hatred, if directed against white 
people, is just part of the progressive culture. [T]he 
key to solving the social problems of our age is to 
abolish the white race." Mr. Ignatiev is white, so is 
seeking to abolish himself. His parents immigrated to 
America from Russia. 

The question is not so much, "What shall we do 
with Doctor Noel Ignatiev?" as it is, "What shall we 
do with Harvard University?" 

S6oclced 
0 In a letter to the editor of World magazine Greg 

Giles said, "So Enron, WorldCom, and Xerox have 
been covering over their losses. The media and the 
politicians are outraged by such a breach of public 
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trust. -How ridiculous. Abortionists are paid to do 
away with the results of our sexually active species 
and then some sell the body parts. Justice is a 
shambles, property rights are disappearing, and we 
teach our students that they are animals, nothing 
more than happenstance. So what is the big deal 
about a company hiding its losses until it collapses? 
After the politically correct are done, the only morals 
left are power and convenience." 

Go to Jail 
0 Li Guangqiang, a Hong Kong citizen, was sen

tenced to two years in a Chinese jail for bring in 
30,000 Bibles with evangelical commentary. Mr. Li's 
relatives were relieved, since they feared that he 
might get the death penalty. President Bush in deal
ing with the Chinese should be mindful of how they 
treat followers of his favorite philosopher (National 
Review. Feb 25. 2002). 

Good Point 
0 Joel Belz writing in World magazine (December 

2001) said, "If there is a quintessential principle that 
sums up the meaning of America, pluralism is it -
and religious pluralism in particular. It is pluralism 
that allows everyone from evangelical Protestants to 
Catholics to atheists, from Mormons to Muslims to 
Jews, to live in the same cities and towns, free of reli
gious wars that divide such places as the Middle 
East. To be against pluralism, it seems to us, is to be 
against America itself. 

"[B]ut such a pluralism is also very hard to con
tain and restrain, for it contains within itself the 
seeds of a suggestion logically impossible and philo
sophically repugnant: that all those different reli
gions are equally true and equally valid. 

"Tolerance promotes civility combined with clear 
thinking. Pluralism promotes civility combined with 
mushy-headedness. That's not just my conclusion. 
My desk dictionary includes a definition for plural
ism that calls it a 'theory that reality is composed of a 
multiplicity of ultimate beings, principles, or sub
stances. Dualism.' 

"If the phrase 'multiplicity of ultimate beings' 
doesn't strike you as suggesting a shelf full of false 
gods, then maybe we don't have a lot more to talk 
about right here. That same disjunct is exactly why it 
has become so hard to carry on intelligent discus
sions these days. 

"But now, of course, this world is being shaken 
to its roots. Yet as the battle deepens, nothing is sil
lier than suggesting that the best thing we all can do 



is to repair to whichever ultimate being inspires the 
greatest confidence in us. 

I'm planning to be civil toward any of my neigh
bors who may be heading for the local mosque. But 
no way will I accept the charge that to tell them of 
the truth of the gospel of Jesus is to jeopardize the 
pluralism that has made America a great springboard 
of freedom for so many generations. 

'~d no way either will I concede the right - a 
right that has now become a duty - to tell them that 
the error of their thinking is profound. I will do that 
not because I hate them, but because I love them." 

Sex Keeps Shoclc Jocks OHAir 
ONEW YORK (AP)- In the almost-anything

goes world of radio a pair of New York shock jocks 
have discovered what goes too far: sex, real or faux, 
inside St. Patrick's Cathedral. 

Opie and Anthony broadcast a live, eyewitness 
account of what they said was a couple engaging in 
sexual relations in the landmark Manhattan church. 

Federal Communications Commission member 
Michael Copps, saying he had received hundreds of 
outraged phone calls and e-mails, promised that the 
complaints were "on the fast track" for consider
ation by his agency. 

The incident occurred last Thursday, when a Vir
ginia couple was arrested after the two entertainers 
broadcast an account of a couple engaging in sexual 
relations in a vestibule just a few feet from worship
pers in the church. It was part of a regular feature 
where couples can win prizes for having sexual rela
tions in indiscreet places. 

Did fou Know? 
®Even though some states in the U.S. give lim

ited benefits to same-sex couples, no state has yet 
recognized same-sex "marriages." 

®No civilization in history has ever enshrined 
homosexual conduct as the full legal equivalent of 
the union of a man and a woman in marriage. 

®The laws of New York state already assume that 
marriage is the union of a man and a woman. But as
sumed laws will not stand up to a challenge in the 
courts. 

035 states and the U.S. Congress have passed 
laws to prevent the recognition of same-sex "mar
riages" from other states. 

$George W. Bush, Bill Bradley, and AI Gore all 
oppose same-sex "marriage." 

OThe psople of California recently voted by a 
margin of 61.4 to 38.6 to keep the definition of mar-

riage in their state as the union of a man and a woman. 
OThe people of Alaska voted by a margin of 68 

to 32 to define marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman in the Alaska Constitution. 

0 The people of Hawaii voted by a margin of 69 
to 31 to amend the Hawaii Constitution to allow the 
state legislature to define marriage as the union of a 
man and a woman. 

0 Internationally, 84 percent of the people be
lieve marriage is the union of a man and a woman. 

0 That 3 6 of our 50 states have passed laws for
bidding same sex marriages, and confirming tradi
tional marriage - one man and one woman, just like 
Genesis says. 

Gay-ro-Sfraighf Research 
®The American Psychological Association's 

prestigious journal Professional Psychology: Research 
and Practice has just published a comprehensive re
search paper on sexual-orientation change. Clients 
have the right to pursue change, the author says, be
cause "sexual orientation, once thought to be an un
changing trait, is actually quite flexible for some 
people." 

An article by Dr. Warren Throckmorton, "Initial 
Empirical and Clinical Findings Concerning the 
Change Process for Ex-Gays," has been published in 
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the June 2002 issue of the American Psychological 
Association's publication Professional Psychology: 
Research and Practice. 

"My literature review contradicts the policies of 
major mental health organizations because it sug
gests that sexual orientation, once thought to be an 
unchanging sexual trait, is actually quite flexible for 
many people, changing as a result of therapy for 
some, ministry for others and spontaneously for still 
others," said Dr. Throckmorton. 

Me roo 
fl"There were so many reasons nobody wanted 

to make the movie. It's about a hairy woman and a 
fat man who were communists. She was bisexual, 
and they were both Mexicans" (Actress Salma 
Hayek, star of Frida Kahlo - bipic "Frida" - at the 
Venice Film Festival). 

NIA'S 9/JJ lessons 
flThe New York and West Virginia affiliates of 

the American Federation of Teachers are the latest 
teachers' unions to reject the National Education 
Association's suggested September 11 lesson plan 
that cautions against assigning blame for the terrorist 
attacks. 

The West Virginia Federation of Teachers and 
the New York State United Teachers said yesterday 
they are urging their members to steer clear of the 
lesson plan, which said that no group is responsible 
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for the terrorist attacks that killed more than 3,000 
people. 

"I find this curriculum to be highly inappropri
ate," said Judy Hale, WVFT's president. "This is in
sulting to our teachers' intelligence and patriotism. 
Lesson plans should be based on the facts, includiq.g 
what is undisputed about the terrorists who are to 
blame for this atrocity. The attacks on America are as 
historically significant as World War II or the Holo
caust and should be presented to students in the 
same factual manner" (Ellen Sorokin, The Washing
ton Times, Aug. 24, 2002). 

feens Get Pot lasier fha11 leer, Smokes 
OAP- Teenagers say it's easier to buy marijuana 

than cigarettes or beer, according to a national sur
vey. 

More than one-third of teens polled by the Na
tional Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse said 
they could buy marijuana in just a few hours, 2 7 per
cent in an hour or less. 

For the first time since the study began in 1996, 
marijuana edged out cigarettes and beer as the easiest 
drug for teenagers to buy - 34 percent said it is the 
easiest of the three, compared with 31 percent for 
cigarettes and 14 percent for beer. 

Overall, however, 7 5 percent of students said 
they have not smoked marijuana. 

The annual survey of 1,000 teenagers was re
leased recently. It did not specify whether drugs were 
easy or difficult to buy at school, but 63 percent of 
students said their schools were "drug-free," nearly 
double the number who said the same in 1998. 

Joel Willen, principal of Pershing Middle School 
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in Houston, said teachers and administrators are see
ing less drug activity. 

"I think the kids are not bringing whatever it is 
they're doing, if they're doing it, to school," he said. 

The school's drug-prevention programs, such as 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE), are 
paired with a get-tough policy that includes twice
yearly, random locker and backpack searches by 
drug-sniffing dogs, Mr. Willen said. Students caught 
using or selling drugs can be sent to an alternative 
school or expelled. 

"They know we take a real hard line on drugs," 
he said. 

One in 12 students believes there is a teacher at 
their school who uses illegal drugs, according to the 
survey. A fourth of students said they have seen ille
gal drugs being sold at school, and a little more than 
half said they would report someone they see selling 
or using drugs, the highest level since 1996. 

Gerald Tirozzi, executive director of the Na
tional Association of Secondary School Principals, 
said student drug use has been dropping for the past 
four or five years as communities begin financing 
anti-drug programs. 

"I think we're starting to see the fruition of some 
of those programs," he said. 

More than half of students said they don't drink 
alcohol in a typical week and about as many said 
they have never had a drink. 

While one in four pupils said at least one parent 
smokes cigarettes, 69 percent said they never have 
smoked. 

The federal Centers for Disease Control and Pre
vention estimates that, by the time they complete 
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high school, 4 7 percent of teenagers have smoked 
marijuana, 24 percent have used another illicit drug 
and 81 percent have drunk alcohol. The agency also 
estimates that 70 percent have smoked cigarettes. 

The National Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse, based at Columbia University, polls teenagers 
on drug use and the presence of drugs in schools. 
This year's random telephone survey of students 
ages 12: to 17 was conducted Dec. 27 to Feb. 6 by 
QEV Analytics. It has a margin of error of plus or 
minus 3.1 percentage points. 

Reality rimes fwo 
~ABC and NBC are searching for some winning 

reality shows. According to the Hollywood Reporter, 
ABC has slated a one-hour reality special called 
"Ultimate Makeover." 

The program will take three participants and 
redo their appearances. Breast implants and face-lifts 
will be part of overall image enhancement. 

Meanwhile, NBC has a new reality offering 
called "Love Shack." It pits some singles against each 
other as they live in a mansion and try to win a cov
eted one-year lease on a California beach house. Ro
mance, of course, will be a welcome by-product. 

The Left Coast Report says, okay, we've got face
lifts, implants, beaches and mansions. The only place 
this stuff would be considered reality is in Holly
wood. 

Resner 
OAndre Resner Jr. (B, '98D) was installed as pas

tor of Lamington Presbyterian Church in 
Bedminster, New Jersey, last fall. His wife, Mary 
('01B), works as a part-time chaplain at Somerset 
Hospital. Their son Danny is in seventh grade and 
daughter Ana is in fourth. Andre's email address is: 
drtkd@yahoo.com. 

Is this the same Andre Resner who once taught at 
ACU, and wrote "Christmas at Matthew's House" for 
Wineskins magazines (at the behest of Rubel Shelly)? 

Same-Sex Marriage 
OThirty-six of our fifty states have either passed 

laws against Same Sex Marriage or have amended 
their constitutions to forbid such arrangements. 
Here are the states that have adopted such legisla
tion: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North 
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Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Vir
ginia, Washington, and West Virginia. 

If your state is not on the list, why? 

Homosexuals in the U.S. 
®The Laumann Study, which was included in 

The Social Organization of Sexuality, reported results 
related to sexual practices and sexual relationships, 
number of partners, the rate of homosexuality in the 
population, formative sexual experiences, sexually 
transmitted diseases, fertility, cohabitation and mar
riage. The study reported the rate of homosexuality 
to be 1.30A> for women within the past year, and 
4.1% since 18 years of age; for men, 2. 70A> within the 
past year, and 4.90/o since 18 years of age. In all, 
much lower than the Kinsey report of 10%; pp. 293-
296). The Social Organization of Sexuality includes 
the study questionnaire as Appendix C, pp. 606-677. 
(Edward 0. Laumann, John H. Gagnon, Robert T. 
Michael, and Stuart Michaels. The Social Organiza
tion of Sexuality in the United States. Chicago: Uni
versity of Chicago Press, 1994. ISBN 0226469573) 

liberal Vs. Conservative 
$An article in the current issue of The American 

Enterprise magazine, "The Shame of America's One
Party Campuses," shows the ratio of left-wing to 
conservative professors in a number of universities. 

At Cornell the ratio is 2 7 to 1. At Harvard it is 25 
to 1. The ratio is 35 to 1 at Denver College, 50 to 1 
at Williams College, 72 to 1 at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, 25 to 1 at Syracuse University, 
8 to 1 at Berkeley, 15 to 1 at UCLA, 35 to 1 at the 
State University of New York at Binghamton, 9 to 1 
at Stanford and 10 to 1 at Davidson College. 
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No Standard 
®A recent Zogby poll found that 75 percent of 

American college seniors report that their professors 
teach there is no such thing as right and wrong in the 
literal sense. The poll, taken for the National Asso
ciation of Scholars, reveals that teachers address the 
issues of good and evil in terms of "individual and 
cultural diversity." 

Change Agents Again 
0 In the Aug. 5, 2002 issue of Christianity Today 

a report is given to show how the sexuality debate 
(whether to accept Sodomy as morally defensible) 
manifests itself on four crucial doctrinal matters. 
Classical Christians are those who ostensibly accept 
the Bible as absolute and Revisionists are the change 
agents. 

+ The Creation - Classical Christians: The 
created order, as described in Genesis, tells us of 
God's purposes for marriage and sexuality. Revi
sionists: Because so many educated people con
sider Genesis a mere creation myth, it is irrel
evant to the sexuality debate. 

+Fall- Classical Christians: Human beings, 
while made in God's image, are fallen creatures, 
and sin affects all of creation. Despite our sinful
ness, Christians are called to grow in holiness. 
Revisionists: Human beings are inherently good, 
though sometimes misguided by prejudices or 
phobias. God calls us to self-acceptance more 
than to behavior codes. 

+Redemption- Classical Christians: Jesus 
reconciled sinners to God by his death on the 
cross. Through his cross, we claim God's for
giveness of our sins. Revisionists: Jesus died on 
the cross because he was a threat to Pharisees 
(the 'fundamentalists' of their day). His example 
of God's all-inclusive love calls us all 'to be our 
best selves.' 

+ Authority of Scripture - Classical Chris
tians: Scripture is the final authority for Chris
tians' moral and theological decisions. Revision
ists: When Scripture conflicts with human expe
rience, Christians must interpret scripture 
through that experience. Fp 
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Sugar Pill Is Hard to Beat 
By Shankar Vedantam, Washington Post Staff Writer 

l fter thousands of studies, hundreds of mil
lions of prescriptions and tens of billions of 
dollars in sales, two things are certain about 

pills that treat depression: Antidepressants like 
Prozac, Paxil and Zoloft work. And so do sugar pills. 

A new analysis has found that in the majority of 
trials conducted by drug companies in recent de
cades, sugar pills have done as well as - or better 
than- antidepressants. Companies have had to con
duct numerous trials to get two that show a positive 
result, which is the Food and Drug Administration's 
minimum for approval. 

What's more, the sugar pills, or placebos, cause 
profound changes in the same areas of the brain af
fected by the medicines, according to research pub
lished last week. One researcher has ruefully con
cluded that a higher percentage of depressed patients 
get better on placebos today than 20 years ago. 

Placebos - or dud pills - have long been used 
to help scientists separate the "real" effectiveness of 
medicines from the "illusory" feelings of patients. 
The placebo effect - the phenomenon of patients 
feeling better after they've been treated with dud 
pills - is seen throughout the field of medicine. But 
new research suggests that the placebo may play an 
extraordinary role in the treatment of depression -
where how people feel spells the difference between 
sickness and health. 

The new research may shed light on findings 
such as those from a trial last month that compared 
the herbal remedy St. John's wort against Zoloft. St. 
John's wort fully cured 24 percent of the depressed 
people who received it, and Zoloft cured 25 percent 
-but the placebo fully cured 32 percent. 

The confounding and controversial findings do 
not mean that antidepressants do not work. But cli
nicians and researchers say the results do suggest that 
Americans may be overestimating the power of the 
drugs, and that the medicines' greatest benefits may 
come from the care and concern shown to patients 
during a clinical trial - a context that does not exist 
for millions ,of patients using the drugs in the real 
world. 

"The drugs work, and I prescribe them, but they 

are not what they are cracked up to be," said Wayne 
Blackmon, a Washington psychiatrist whose practice 
largely comprises patients who suffer from depres
sion. "I know from clinical experience the drugs 
alone don't do the job." 

Still, drugs may have become the reflexive treat
ment for the vast majority of Americans receiving 
medical attention for depression: As the number of 
doctor visits for depression rose from 14 million in 
1987 to almost 25 million last year, medications 
were prescribed for nine in 10 patients, according to 
research published last week. 

It is not clear how many patients received medi
cines in a context of therapy, although research has 
indicated that combining medicines with psycho
therapy produces the best results. 

But Randall Stafford, the Stanford University 
physician who conducted the study on doctor visits, 
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found that less than one-third of them in 2001 were 
to psychiatrists and two-thirds of them were to pri
mary care physicians. The former are more likely to 
situate the medicines in a larger context of therapy, 
while the latter are less knowledgeable about 
therapy, more pressed for time and less likely to offer 
patients anything like the attention they would re
ceive in a clinical trial. 

The average participant in an eight-week trial 
spends about 20 hours being examined by top ex
perts and highly trained caregivers, said Seattle psy
chiatrist Arif Khan, who studied the placebo effect in 
trials submitted to the FDA. Participants - including 
those being given sugar pills - are asked detailed 
questions about how they are feeling, and their every 
psychological change is closely noted. 

In comparison, Khan noted, the average patient 
with depression sees a doctor perhaps 20 minutes a 
month. 

His analysis of 96 antidepressant trials between 
1979 and 1996 showed that in 52 percent of them, 
the effect of the antidepressant could not be distin
guished from that of the placebo. Khan said the mak
ers of Prozac had to run five trials to obtain two that 
were positive, and the makers of Paxil and Zoloft 
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had to run even more. He analyzed trials that were 
made public in the medical literature, which tend to 
show positive results, and those that were not. 

"It speaks to the difficulty we have in classifying 
and identifying the disorders we deal with," said 
Thomas Laughren, who heads the group of scientists 
at the FDA that evaluates the medicines. "Psychiatric 
diagnosis is descriptive. We don't really understand 
psychiatric disorders at a biological level." 

Patients with similar symptoms, he explained, 
may have different problems with their brain chemis
try. Scientists don't understand the neural mecha
nisms of depression - or why medicines like Prozac 
and Paxil work. 

"We like to think we give people treatments and 
they get better," said Andrew Leuchter, a professor 
of psychiatry at UCLA. "We have this fallacy of suc
cess, but we don't know in any individual why they 
get better. Undoubtedly one of those factors is the 
time we spend with people and the connectedness 
that gives patients." 

In January, Leuchter published a study in the 
American journal of Psychiatry, in which he tracked 
some of the brain changes associated with drugs such 
as Prozac and Effexor, which are called selective se
rotonin reuptake inhibitors. When Leuchter com
pared the brain changes in patients on placebos, he 
was amazed to find that many of them had changes 
in the same parts of the brain that are thought to 
control important facets of mood. 

Patients who got better on placebos showed 
heightened activity in the prefrontal lobe, and that 
activity continued to rise during the eight weeks of 
the study. Those who responded to medicine initially 
showed a decline in prefrontal brain activity, then a 
rise that eventually tapered off. Thirty-eight percent 
of patients responded to the placebo, and 52 percent 
to the medicines. 

Once the trial was over and the patients who 
had been given placebos were told as much, they 
quickly deteriorated. People's belief in the power of 
antidepressants may explain why they do well on pla
cebos. Patients in trials are not told which they are re
ceiving. 

Likewise, the changes in the treatment of depres
sion- including the reduction in the stigma attached 
to mental illness, the widespread use of antidepres
sants and the immense marketing efforts by their 
manufacturers- may explain why Timothy Walsh, a 
psychiatrist at Columbia University, recently found 
that the placebo effect has grown in recent years. He 



found that greater percentages of people tended to get 
better on placebos during trials of antidepressants in 
2000 than in 19 81. 

Some observers assert that the medicines them
selves work because of the placebo effect, but most 
psychiatrists believe the drugs do have an effect of 
their own. Drugs are a "placebo-plus" treatment, said 
Helen Mayberg, head of neuropsychiatry at the 
Rotman Research Institute at the University of 
Toronto. 

In a study published in the American journal of 
Psychiatry, Mayberg evaluated brain changes during 
trials using a sophisticated brain imaging technique. 
She found that medicines, besides working on areas 
that are activated by placebos, also work on areas 
deep in the brain stem, the hippocampus and stria
tum. 

Since both depression and the effect of the medi
cines are still not well understood, it's not clear what 
these changes mean. While they could be irrelevant 
effects, Mayberg said a better explanation is that the 
drugs affect areas deep within the brain and then 
work upward to affect parts of the brain that control 
mood. Placebos may work in the reverse direction. 
In part, this may explain why drug effects tend to be 
more reliable than placebos in the long run. 

Mayberg likened depression to a room with a 
hole in one window. 

"You are trying to set a thermostat- it's 100 de
grees outside and you want it to be 70," she said. "If 
you set the thermostat to 70, that doesn't work. But 
if I set my thermostat to 50, that fools the system and 
gets the temperature back to 70." 

Both drugs and placebos - chemicals and beliefs 
- may impose different chemical pressures on the 
brain that reset the "temperature." The real prob
lem, of course, is that no one knows how to fix the 
hole in the window, or even where exactly it is. "This 
is a thousand-piece puzzle with no picture on the 
box," sighed May berg. 

Blackmon, the Washington psychiatrist, said it 
behooved mental health clinicians to better integrate 
the power of biological treatments with the effects of 
belief and therapy. 

"We would say it's absurd if an internist says, 'I 
believe in penicillin, so everyone should get penicil
lin whether they have cancer or a broken bone," he 
said. 

(The Bible says, '~ a man thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.'') 

(]1/(;~aLJ!ej lodog.? 
Cotham-Davis Debate 
on the Godhead and Miracles Today 
Swainsboro, Georgia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 · 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 
The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person, namely, Jesus Christ 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced in the early days of the 
church are for believers today. 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback, 234 pgs. BDCR03 .................................... $6.95 

Cotham -John Debate 
on Miracles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Peter John 
The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue In the 
church today 
Affirm: Peter John, Amble Church, Amble, Michigan 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 .................................... $5.00 

Perry B. Cotham 
and John Hartley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-Aprll2, 1980 

$3.00 s&h 

Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue in the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

Paperback, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ...................................... $5.00 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

$3.00s&h 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: When the man born blind said, "We 
know that God does not listen to sinners" Uohn 

9:31), was he speaking by inspiration, or was John 
by inspiration just correctly repeating what he said? 

Answer: In John 9 Jesus healed a man who had 
been blind from birth. This healing was one of 

the "signs" Uohn 9:16) that were "written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God" 
Uohn 20:31). 

This healing stirred a controversy between the 
Pharisees and the man healed. 

Some of the Pharisees insisted Jesus was a sinner, 
because he healed on the Sabbath (v. 16). The for
merly blind man maintained Jesus was a prophet, be
cause he had opened his eyes (v. 17). 

A "prophet" is an inspired person, one whose 
word is authorized by God. The man healed was 
convinced of the same truth Nicodemus had con
fessed: "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher come 
from God, for no one can do the things you do ex
cept God be with him" Uohn 3 :2). 

Throughout the ensuing argument, the Pharisees 
refused to accept Jesus as from God, and the once 
blind man clung to one stubborn thought: he has to 
be from God; he restored my sight. 

They said, "Give God the praise; we know this 
man is a sinner." He responded, "Whether he is a 
sinner or not, I do not know; one thing I know, that 
though I was blind, now I see" (vv. 24-25). 

He taunted the Pharisees, asking why they kept 
talking about it. "Do you want to be his disciples 
too?" 

They reviled him: "You are his disciple; we are 
disciples of Moses. We know God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from." 

He said, "Why, here is the marvel. You do not 
know where he came from, and yet he opened my 
eyes" (vv. 26-30). 

Then, "We know that God does not listen to sin-
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ners, but if anyone is a worshi per of God and does 
his will, him he listens to" Uohn 9 :31). 

With that context before us, it should be obvious 
that this statement by the once blind man is not 
about prayer at all. T he word prayer does not occur 
in the passage or its context. 

The question of whose prayer God hears is not 
being discussed. What is being discussed is, Who can 
work miracles? W ho can do signs? 

The fact that the statement in John 9:31 was 
made by one who was not himself a prophet, or not 
inspired, is not important. The statement is abso
lutely true in context. Jesus could not have restored 
sight to the blind if he had not had God's approval! 

That is the point that is still being made in the 
words that follow. "Never since the world began has 
it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing" (vv. 31-33 ). 

The Pharisees, determined to be spiritually blind, 
refused to see, and cast the man out of the syna
gogue. 

Jesus then came to him and asked, "Do you be
lieve in the Son of man?" H e did not know about the 
Son of man, but he knew Jesus had opened his eyes, 
and he was ready, therefore, to believe whatever 
Jesus said. That is the purpose of miracles; they con
firm the word (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:3). 

The healed man said, "Who is he, sir, that I may 
believe on him?" Jesus said, "You have seen him, and 
it is he who speaks to you." 

He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped 
him. 

The issue in this interchange is not, "Whose 
prayers does God hear?," but "Whose word does 
God confirm with miracles?" John 9:31 has nothing 
to do with questions about prayer. 

College of Biblical Studies • Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 
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Advenising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 32 15 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 54 10 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15 p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, II a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 401 7 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475 . 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Anchorage-7800Sranley Dr. , 995 18. (907) 344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.ner 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and rhe 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11 rh Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925 . Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Ohio-
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-Patterson 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) AFB., 922 s. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878- 11 62. 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. j osh 
Mi ller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave. , 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida -
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:3 0p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

- Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Purnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-58 14. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 12 15 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, II a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chauanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
50 1 McBrien Rd., 374 12. (423) 894-722 1 Sun. 
9, 10:1 5 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a. m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, II a.m. , 5 :30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill , minister. 

-Texas-
Lake City- Lake Ciry Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun . 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minist~. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
H ome of Florid a Sch ool of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (7 13) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. , Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903)67 1-2369,67 1-25 15.Sun. IO,I0:50a.m.,6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
1-lwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (28 1) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Amonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Rcdl:md Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (21 0) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3 132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007- 1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. , (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Larger print than standard dictionaries 

Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate 
Dictionary: 
Larger Format 
lO'h edition 

This is the size of print in dictionary. 

Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
0877797110 

$34.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari.f19 & Sharif19 
Newsletter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord . 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(C1J!3rgctl ctfitio11) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 511•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOI 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q,uestions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 .......... BKJL01 $14.95 
Vol. 2 .......... eKJLo2 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y:!'x5\4") puts scriptura l answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

C:Oanie[ a WropFtet of Goa 
by Rex A. TUrner Sr. 
Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career lrom youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit." 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that all these religious people disagree, including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • $3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The E~wly Eaa·th 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. OBOt096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscript ion to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be pruden), though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, S20 for 3-4 inches, $ 10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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Special gift edition 

'VTctory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by l ottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 8KEA06HB 

$10.95 p lus $2.50 s&h. 
Texas rc1idenrs add 8.25% tax 

O rder from Firm Foundation 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's First People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 
Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$ 12.99 ea. 
S4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Sames, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month 
of publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged 
for the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
A small congregation in south central Kentucky 
needs a young minister. If interested call (270) 
457-3261, 487-8660, 457-4618, 457-2032. 

The Olympia Church of Christ in Olympia, 
·Washington is seeking a full-time pulpit minister 
interested in working with an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in the community. He also 
must have a supportive family who are also active 
in the work of the church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualificati~ns. Duties will include pulpit 
ministry, teaching, ministering to the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include r~sum~, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Anchorage Church of Christ is looking for a Youth 
and Family minister. BA in Bible with emphasis in 
youth ministry preferred; must not be seeking pulpit 
or other positions; married with children or 
planning a family. Live in Anchorage, AK with a 
long-term commitment to the congregation. A full
time position will include working with teens and 
families, working closely with pulpit minister, being 

· an important resource for members through regular 
teaching, occasional preaching, directing youth 
program, coordinate family activities, lcrad in public 
worship, direct camp sessions, direct family camp, 

The 
Preschoolers 

Bible 

Bible stories for 1/nle folks 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named Timothy: Colorful, simple il
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $4.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

edit family focus newsletter, visitation. Please send 
resum~ to Anchorage Church of Christ, Attn. Craig 
Decker, 2700 DeBarr Rd., Anchorage, AK 99508 
(907) 272-7584. Email anccofc@alaska.net. 

Alaska is a land of opportunity with many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage Church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who shepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 
ministries Including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 
seek a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven to serve. He 
should be able to work closely with elders, deaco.ns 
and members to harmoniously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, teaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/4" x7W. "x 3/a• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.50 

Large Print New Testament 
•Hardback 
•12 pt. type 
•size s• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 

• Name In gold ............ $4.00Rine 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

sound. If interested, please send a r~sum~, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes to, 
Search Committee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road~ Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Decker at cragd@thgcpa.com 

Preacher needed: The Winder Church of Christ 
with an average attendance of 84 is looking for a 
preacher interested in working with a growing 
congregation, just 36 miles north of metro Atlanta. 
If interested, please send r~sum~ to search 
Committee, c/o Winder Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 583, Winder, GA 30680 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
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The Loveland Church of Christ, Loveland, CO, 
(50 mi north of Denver), is a congregation of over 
250 people with 4 elders. Seeking a youth/family 
minister whose primary focus will be teaching and 
encouraging growth in youth and family life of 
this congregation. He should have excellent 
interpersonal skills, strong organization and 
planning abilities, at least 2 years experience, and 
have a wife supportive of the ministry. Refer to 
www.llcoc.org for complete job description. Send 
r~sum~ to Loveland Church of Christ, 4100 S. 
Taft, Loveland, CO 80537, Attn: Youth/Family 
Ministry Screening Committee or email to 
drstanley928@aol.com. 
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buy religious books and libraries. 
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Interested parties contact: Ricky Spacek, Church 
of Christ, 424 Chambers St., Giddings, TX 78942 
or (979) 542-2827. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 
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A deeper look into the meaning of Christ's death 

by Dr. John Hobbs 
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for what Christ did for us by his death on the cross. His 
sacrifice should compel Christians to live their lives ac
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The Worship of Mary 
By Hugo McCord 

Mariolatry (Gr. Maria, Mary, . and latreia, 
worship) is the "worship of Mary." Some
thing is worse than the worship of Mary, 

namely, slander. A university professor writes that 
Mary was a "sexually questionable woman." Gre
gory Alan Tidwell has refuted the professor: 

To insinuate that she [Mary] was morally loose is 
insulting not only to this godly woman, but to 
the very act of the incarnation. What Scripture 
describes in terms of tender beauty is trans
formed into a scandal of the gutter. A miracle of 
untold wonder is explained away as a ta le of 
common filth (Gospel Advocate, April 1993). 

If Jesus were born of two earthly parents, he was 
wholly human, and no more divine than the rest of 
us. If Jesus were wholly human, he was nor raised 
from the grave, nor. can he raise anyone else. Chris
tianity without the virgin birth is reduced simply to a 
social gospel for this life only. 

However, as infidels attempt to destroy the beau
tiful history of J esus' virgin birth, the Catholic 
Church (both Roman and Orthodox) exalts Mary 
above all :women, above all the ange ls, even to the 
status of deity, in seven ways: 

1. Because the Catholic Church holds to the false 
doctrine that all babies are sin-infected even before 
birth, which would include Mary's baby Jesus, their 
theologians were forced to invent the "Immaculate 
Conception". doctrine that Mary herself was the one 
exception in .. all history to be born sinless. If Mary 
were born sinless, she would have no sin to hand 

down to her baby. Accordingly, Pope Pius IX in 1854 
issued the papal bull Ineffabilis Deus. But biblically, all 
babies are born free of sin (Ezek. 18:20; Matt. 19:14). 

2. The Catholic Church, asserting that Mary as a 
three-year-old made a vow in the temple to live in 
"perpetual virginity," not only is asserting an impos
sibility of a three-year-o ld child knowing anything 
about sex, but also falsely makes virginity a perpetual 
virtue. Biblically, virginity is a virtue before marriage 
(1 Cor. 6:9; 7:2), but not after marriage (1 Cor. 7:3-
5). "Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed is un
stained" (He b. 13 :4 ). 

3. The Catholic Church teaches that Mary, like 
Jesus, was sinless. Biblically, only Jesus lived entirely 
without sin (Rom. 3:23; Heb. 4:15). Mary sinned in 
not searching for her 12-year-old son for a full day 
(Luke 2 :44 ). 

4. Despite the fact that two tombs are shown to 
tou rists where Mary's body lies, one in Jerusalem 
near the garden of Gethsemane, and one in Ephesus, 
where she lived in John's house, "her bodily assump
tion into heaven after her death became an article of 
fa ith in 1870" (David Anderson, " Religious News 
Service," in The Oregonian 5-22-93), for Roman 
Catholics, and in 1950 was proclaimed by Pope Pius 
XII in a papal bull Munificentissimus Deus. Accord
ingly, Roman Catholics celebrate August 15 as "The 
Feast of the Assumption." 

5. The Catholic Church teaches its members to 
pray to Mary as their intercessor, but biblically 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

The Body of Jesus 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 
let us have grace, whereby we may offer 
service well-pleasing to God with reverence 

and awe: for our God is a consuming fire. 

In a constantly changing world we need a 
firm foundation (2 Tim. 2 : 19), otherwise we 
will be overwhelmed by uncertainty and insta
bility. The winds of change swirl everywhere 
about us. We desperately need a support that 
never fails. Our one hope is in the unfading pil
lars that sustain the throne of the Lord God - that foundation is 
always youthful and fresh and retains its brightness, color, and im
pressiveness. 

The central throne room of the living God is eternally flashing 
in its brightness and glory. All else may fail, but it "shall never be 
destroyed nor shall the sovereignty thereof be left to another 
people; but it shall break in pieces and consume all these [human] 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever" (Dan. 2:44 ). 

This, of course, does not mean that the earthly phase of God's 
undying kingdom shall never drift from its moorings (Heb. 2: 1). 
O therwise, the Catholic Church could never have arisen. Shifting 
sand impacts the spiritual as well as the secular. A hideous red 
dragon drives the glorious woman arrayed with the sun into the 
wilderness (Rev. 12: 1-6). The church, heaven's queen, adorned in 
gold of Ophir, is persecuted and at times betrayed by her own 
members. Diotrephes is not dead (3 John 9). 

Jesus' promise, "The gates of hell shall not prevail against it," 
refers to the building of the church and not to its future on earth. 
The minions of the devil did not prevent Jesus from building the 
church, but Satan's toads, ugly and venomous, are unrelenting in 
their attack upon the betrothed of the Lamb, and seek to besmirch 
her pure, white linen robe, which is the righteousness of the saints 
(Rev. 19:8}. 

Saints can fall from grace, and if they do, their righteousness 
becomes unrighteousness - and the bride's array is shamefully 
stained. There can be no greater insult to the bridegroom. 

The wise live with an eye to the coming dispensation when 
earth and things of time and sense will be no more, and we shall 
all be plunged into eternity. The wondrous garments of the bride 
of the lamb will be no more discolored and damaged, but will for
ever shine with the brightness of the sun in its strength. The saints 
earnestly desire and pray for that day. 



Still, "In the world ye [the church of God] have tribulation." 
One ardent advocate and staunch defender of the church wrote: 

As unknown, and yet well known; 
as dying, and behold, we live; 
as chastened, and not killed; 
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; 
as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things (2 Cor. 6:9-10). 

And in another place: 
we are pressed on every side, yet not straitened; 
perplexed, yet not unto despair; 
pursued, yet not forsaken; 
smitten down, yet not destroyed; 
always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus; 
may be manifested in our body (2 Cor. 4:8-10). 

Paradoxes attract attention to ideas. "Roses have thorns, and 
silver fountains mud; Clouds and eclipses stain both moon and 
sun." The life of the child of God is a mixture of smiles and tears. 
Even the indomitable Jesus wept. 

When Satan strikes the soldier of the cross, God's warrior does 
not flinch, though he bleeds. 

The church will always have its ups and downs ... its good 
times and bad times ... its victories and its defeats. That is the 
tragic nature of things and the unavoidable consequence of being 
in a fallen world. 

For it must needs be that the occasions come; but woe to that 
man through whom the occasion cometh! (Matt. 18:7). 

And whosoever shall cause one of these little ones that believe 
on me to stumble, it were better for him if a great millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea (Mark 9:42). 

Another great mystery of life is that the household of God of
ten suffers more from its members than it does from its enemies. 
There are imprudent (rash, hasty, unwise) disciples who are filled 
with uneducated zeal (Rom. 10:2). Lik~ Peter rebuking Jesus they 
betray the cause they love and for which they would die. They are 
ever ready to fight, but misidentify the enemy. 

Others, Demas-like, love the present world so much that they 
forsake solemn duty. When they should be standing in the breech 
as the walls of Zion begin to crumble and crack, they run off to 
Thessalonica. They are not active enemies of truth, but neither are 
they its ardent friends. "Whose end is perdition, whose god is the 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things." 

Still others have no backbone and, knowing truth, cannot 
stand up for it. 

Like the white knight in Lewis Carroll's "Through the Looking 
Glass" they say in a low voice: "I'm very brave generally, only to
day I happen to have a headache." Jewish rulers believed in Jesus 
but would not "confess him for fear of being put out of the syna
gogue" ijohn 12:42). Clandestine disciples can be more dangerous 
to a right cause than its avowed enemies. Spinelessness is shame
ful. Paul's admonition is: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 
you like men, be strong." 
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Worst of all are perfidious souls in places of 
trust. They do the most damage. '~d that servant, 
who knew his lord's will, and made not ready, nor 
did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes" (Luke 12:47). An unfaithful steward is despi
cable, because "it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful." There is nothing more dastardly 
and ignoble than a person who covertly betrays a 
cause he professes to honor. George Washington said 
of Benedict Arnold: 

[H]e seems to have been so hackneyed in vil
lainy, and so lost to all sense of honor and shame 
that while his facilities will enable him to con
tinue his sordid pursuits there will be no time 
for remorse. 

And one greater than George Washington said: 
Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, 
saying, This people honoreth me with their lips; 
But their heart is far from me. But in vain do 
they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the 
precepts of men (Matt. 15:7-9). 

In dealing with the question of how followers of 
Jesus live in a pluralistic world, one writer has sug
gested the following rules for proper Christian con
duct in confronting false teaching. We think this ab
breviated version of the suggested rules is worth 
pondering. 
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+Whether approved or disapproved by others, . 
we should joyfully hold firmly to the true Biblical 
understanding of God and the· way of salvation and 
the life of love, purity and justice exemplified in the 
life of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:2; Heb. 3:6; 4:14; 10:23; 
Rev. 3:11). 

+Both in the church and the world we should 
make clear the whole counsel of God revealed in his 
inerrant word. We should not conceal aspects of 
Bible faith to avoid criticism or disapproval (Matt. 
10:27-28; 2 Cor. 4:2; Gal. 1:10) 

+It is not unloving to point out the· error and 
harm of denying Christ as the only way to the Father 
and to heaven Oohn 14:6; Matt. 10:32-33; Acts 
4: 12; 19-20). 

+The redeemed should acknowledge sin and the 
need of salvation, so we do not posture ourselves as 
worthy of salvation as if we had superior intellect or 
wisdom or goodness (1 Cor. 1:20-31; 1 Pet. 4:11, 
5:6). 

+We should present Christ not as the triumph of 
an argument among religions but as the trust
worthiest, most important, and precious person in 
history (1 Cor. 2:1-2; 2 Cor. 4:5). 

+ It is just and loving to publicly point out errors 
and false doctrine, provided this is done with suffi
cient evidence and in a spirit of meekness. We must 
never misrepresent others, as that is not only disre
spectful but also undermines our own credibility 
(Acts 6:8-7:53; Col. 4:6). 

+As we expose the errors of other religions, we 
should feel and express sorrow and compassion for 
those who do not embrace Christ so as to be saved. 
(Luke 19:41-42; Phil. 3:18; Rom. 9:1-3; 10:1). 

+We should not expect a "fair fight" in a secular 
world that is hostile to God and uncomfortable 
around the truth of Christ. Therefore, our response 
to abuse or distortion or slander should not be angry 
resentment, but patient teaching of truth, knowing 
that returning good for evil may open hearts to the 
truth. We must recognize that persecution of various 
kinds is normal and that much of the protection we 
have in America is abnormal in history and in the 
world. It will be advanced by "suffering yet always 
rejoicing," and by overcoming evil with good, and by 
steadfast statements and reasonable defenses of the 
truth (Matt. 5:43-45; Rom. 12:17-21; 1 Cor. 4:12-
13; 1 Thess. 5: 15). 

+We should renounce all violence as means of 
spreading the faith (Luke 10:3; 2 Cor. 5:11; 1 Pet. 
2:19-24; 12:11). 



+We should acknowledge that Christ will, at his 
appearing, punish those who have rejected him. He 
will assign them to everlasting judgment in the miser
ies of hell. However we must make it clear that 
Christ's violence at the end of the age is a decisive 
reason we should not and may not exert violence 
against o thers because of their beliefs. T his is 
Christ's right, not ours (Matt. 25:46; Rom. 12:19; 2 
Thess. 1:7-9). 

•> God has given to civil government, not indi
viduals or the church, the duty to "bear the sword" 
for justice and safety (Rom. 13:1-4). 

~Beliefs and behaviors do not have the same 
standing before the law. No beliefs are to be pun
ished by civil authorities. But some behaviors rooted 
in beliefs may be outside the law and therefore pun
ishable by the civil authority. 

~We should distinguish between the right to ex
press criticism of erroneous beliefs and sinful behav
iors, on the one hand, and the false inference some 
draw from this criticism that proponents of the criti
cized beliefs can therefore legitimately be mistreated. 
We should not accept the claim that being criticized 
or denounced as mistaken or as sinners is a form of 
mistreatment. It is not a crime (hate crime or other
wise) to publicly call someone's belief wrong and 
harmful, or to call someone's behavior sinful and de
structive. A necessary part of all debate concerning 
beliefs and behaviors and proposals is the argument 
that some are wrong, ill-founded, and have deleteri
ous effects. 

->Every religion, worldview, or philosophy of life 
may freely endeavor to influence and shape our cul
ture. We renounce the use of force or bribery or de
ceit in this culture-shaping effort. The preaching of 
the gospel, the publishing of truth, the modeling of 
love and justice, the use of persuasion, and participa
tion in the political process is noble. All laws impose 
some group's behavioral conviction. Still, it is not a 
compelling criticism to say that a law which governs 
behavior is bad because it " imposes someone's mo
rality" on society. Nevertheless, this makes it all the 
more important that we protect the legal freedoms 
of minorities who do not have the numbers to sway 
law-making processes. 

The strength of the church is her message of sal
vation (Rom. 1: 16) . Dilute the message and you 
damage the church. 
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The Worship of Mary 
(continued from page 1) 

prayers are directed only to God and to Jesus (Eph. 
5:20; Acts 7:59). "There is one God, and one media
tor between God and human beings, the human be
ing, Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). But Catholics are 
urged: "Flee to Mary. The Son will listen to the 
mother, and the Father to the Son." The ''Ave Maria" 
("Hail, Mary") is an easy and popular prayer. 

On July 27, 1975, Scott Little, Lois McCord, and 
I were in Florence, Italy. A tourist guide took us to 
the Catholic Cathedral. In the auditorium the guide 
related this unbelievable incident: she said a lady 
came in alone one morning to kneel and to pray. 
High above near the ceiling some painters were 
working. They looked down and saw her, but she did 
not see them. As she was quiet in prayer, a painter 
spoke loudly, "I am Jesus," and kept saying it. Sud
denly the lady looked up and said, "You shut up; I 
am talking to your mother! " 

6. In more exaltation of Mary, she is called Dei 
Genetrix, the "Mother of God." True, Jesus is God 
Oohn 1:1; 20:28), but Scripture never calls Mary the 
"Mother of God," a title that elevates her to the sta
tus of deity. 

Simply to call her the "mother of Jesus" Oohn 
2:1, 3; Acts 1:14) leaves her entirely human. Many 
other titles that put Mary above the human level are 
heaped upon her: "Mother of the Church," "Mary 
the Mediatriz," "Mary the Protectress," "Helper of 
All Mankind," "Mary the Mother of All Believers," 
and "Our Lady Queen of Martyrs." 

But Jesus did not exalt his mother above other 
women. On one occasion, as Jesus taught in a house, 
someone said to him: "Look! Your mother and your 
brothers stand outside and want to speak to you." 
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Jesus responded, "Whoever does the will of my 
heavenly Father is my brother and sister and 
mother" (Matt. 12:47-50; Mark 3 :35). 

On another occasion, an excited woman ex
claimed to him, "Blessed is the womb that carried 
you, and the breasts that nursed you!" Jesus replied, 
"Blessed are they who hear and keep God's word" 
(Luke 11:27-28). 

7. People all over the world have reported ap
pearances of Mary. The Vatican has not approved all 
of them, but has approved so-called appearances at 
"Guadalupe, Lourdes, and Fatima" Oames D. Davis, 
Knight-Ridder News Service, The Oregonia, 5-22-
93). With each sighting, some say, comes a miracle. 
Many priests reject the "purported apparitions," 
while one says, "We need some maternal nagging" 
(Davis, ibid). 
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''Is This the Church of God?'' 
By Raymond Elliott 

I was in my office one day when the telephone 
rang. When I answered, a lady inquired if a cer
tain person were there. I replied in the negative. 

She asked, "Is this the Church of God?" I answered, 
"This is the church o f Christ." She replied, "Oh, I 
have the wrong number." I then said, "I want to as
sure you that this is the church of God." 

This short conversation made me realize once 
again how denominationalism has really confused 
matters regarding biblical terms applicable to the 
church of the Lord. In fact, it made me feel uncom
fortable to answer the lady in the manner I did. 
While I did not deny that this was the Church of 
God, realizing the confusion this would cause, I an
swered by saying this was a church of Christ. I knew 
if I answered in the affirmative to her question, she 
would not understand as to why the party she was 
asking for did not work here. What would you say if 
someone asked you if you were a member of the 
church of God? Now, think before you answer. And, 
why would you answer in the way that you would. 
Could it be that you would not want to be associated 
with another religious group? Would you be truthful 
and unashamed by answering in the positive? Several 
years ago, I preached a sermon relative to the unde
nominational nature of the church of Jesus Christ. I 
emphasized the scripturalness of using all the biblical 
terms for the body of Christ. Of course, I mentioned 
that the term "church of God" was scriptural (See 1 
Cor. 1:2; Acts 20:28 KJV). After the assembly that 
evening, one very fine Christian lady was heard to 
say, "I will never call us the church of God." Herein 
lies a deep-seated problem among many brethren. 

There has evolved within our brotherhood the 
notion that the term "church of Christ" is the name 
to be worn to the exclusion of all other terms found 
in the Bible. Please understand the term "church of 
Christ" is scriptural (the singular of "churches of 
Christ," [Rom. 16: 16]). But, the Lord never in
tended for us to make this the official name of the 
church. Actually, the term "church of Christ" is not a 
name but a biblica l term that denotes ownership. 
Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, "I will build my 
church." That is possessive in nature. The church be-

longs to Christ. We often speak of the Lutheran 
Church, the Presbyterian Church, and the Church of 
Christ in the same manner. Of course, our religious 
friends consider us to be just another denomination. 
The sad fact is, by our attitude and the improper us
age of biblical terms, we may contribute to the con
fusion. Brethren are often heard to say, "the church 
of Christ teaches," " he is a church of Christ 
preacher," "he is a church of Christ person," "church 
of Christ church," "church of Christ college," 
"church of Christ literature" and even a "church of 
Christ ball team." 

The fact is we should not use one term to the 
exclusion of other biblical terms regarding the 
church. If we do, we have denominationalized a 
scriptural expression. Study the Bible and observe 
the other terms that can be used in regard to the 
body of Christ, It is right to refer to the Lord's 
church as being the "church of God" (1 Cor. 1 :2), 
"church of the First-born" (Heb. 12:23), "church of 
the Lord" (Acts 20:28 ASV), etc. The term used the 
most in the New Testament; especially in the book of 
Acts is "the church." Let us become more aware that 
the expression "church of Christ" is not a proper 
name per se but a term denoting ownership; and that 
by using other scriptural terms regarding the body of 
Christ, such would help in clarifying the undenomi
national nature of the New Testament church of our 
Lord in the thinking of others. 
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The Gospel According to MaHhew 
By Germaine Charles Lockwood 

Doctor Carsten Peter Thiede visited the 
Magdalen College Old Library in Oxford, 
England. He examined three papyrus frag

ments of The Gospel According to Matthew in a dis
play case. Dr. Carsten Peter Thiede is a leading au
thority on ancient manuscripts, a papyrologist. He 
dated the fragments of The Gospel According to 
Matthew at about A.D. 60. This was reported by The 
Times of London, December 24, 1994. A book titled 
Eyewitness to jesus, Amazing New Manuscript Evi
dence About the Origin of the Gospels has been writ
ten by Dr. Carsten Peter Thiede and Matthew D' 
Ancona. Doubleday of New York published this 
book in 1996. 

Charles B. Huleatt had acquired the three papy
rus fragments of the Gospel of Matthew in Luxor, 
Egypt in 1901, and donated them to Magdalen Col
lege in Oxford, England. These papyrus fragments 
prove that The Gospel According to Matthew was 
written before A.D. 60. This writing from about 
A.D. 60 is in capital Greek letters on papyrus, of 
Matthew chapter 26. The first writing of The Gospel 
According to Matthew was earlier. 

Early church historian Eusebius Pamphilus 
quoted Papias as an authority. Of Matthew he has 
stated as follows: "Matthew composed his history in 
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the Hebrew dialect, and every one translated it as 
he was able" (Ecclesiastical History III.xxxix.16). 
Papias wrote about A.D. 98-117. He had known 
John the apostle. Papias was a bishop in Hierapolis, 
Phrygia ([Robert Yarbrough, "The Date of Papias: A 
Reassessment," in journal of the Evangelical Theo
logical Society 26.2 (1983):181-91.] from Eta 
Linnemann, Is There a Synoptic Problem? p. 168). 

Clement of Alexandria was a scholar who lived 
about A.D. 165- 220. He stated: 

Matthew also having first proclaimed the gospel 
in Hebrew, when on the point of going also to 
other nations, committed it to writing in his na
tive tongue, and thus supplied the want of his 
presence to them, by his writing (Ecclesiastical 
History III.xxiv). 

A manuscript of The Gospel According to Mat
thew in Hebrew has not yet been found. Possibly one 
will be found. Hebrew was the language used in 
synagogues and schools in the first century A.D. He
brew was the native language of the Jews (Acts 22:2). 

Irenaeus lived about A.D. 130-202. He was alive 
with people who remembered the apostles. Eusebius 
quoted Irenaeus (Ecclesiastical History V.viii.4): 

Matthew, indeed, says he, produced his gospel 
written among the Hebrews in their own dialect, 
whilst Peter and Paul proclaimed the gospel and 
founded the church in Rome. Mter the depar
ture of these, Mark, the disciple and interpreter 
of Peter, also transmitted to us in writing what 
had been preached by Peter. And Luke, the com
panion of Paul, committed to writing the gospel 
preached by him, i.e. Paul. Mterwards john the 
disciple of our Lord, the same that lay upon his 
bosom, also published the gospel whilst he was 
yet at Ephesus in Asia (See also Against Heresies 
lll.i.l). 

Eusebius recorded what the scholar Clement of 
Alexandria had said, ... that those which contain the 
genealogies were written firs (Ecclesiastical History 
VI. xiv.5 [Titus Flavius Clement, cir. A.D. 150-215]). 
Clement of Al~xandria was in a better position his
torically to know than any modern critical scholar. 
So then, history tells us that The Gospel According 
to Matthew and The Gospel According to Luke were 
written before The Gospel According to Mark and 
The Gospel According to John. 



We read in The International Standard Bible En-
cyclopedia, V. 3, p. 2012: 

Clement of Alexandria is responsible for the 
statement that the presbyters who succeeded 
each other from the beginning declared that 'the 
gospels containing the genealogies (Mt and Lk) 
were written first' (Euseb., E, H. 01,14). This is, 
of ~ourse fatal to the current theory of depen
dence on Mk, and is in consequence rejected. 

Origin of Alexandria (A.D. 185-254) was an 
early Bible scholar and commentator. He wrote: 

As I have understood from tradition, respecting 
the four gospels, which are the only undisputed 
ones in the whole church of God throughout the 
world. The first is written according to Mat
thew, the same that was once a publican, but af
terwards an apostle of Jesus Christ, who having 
published it for the Jewish converts, wrote it in 
Hebrew (Ecclesiastical History Vl.xxv). 

We have from history that Matthew the eyewit
ness was the first to write a gospel and wrote it first 
in Hebrew, before he wrote it in Greek. The first 
Christians were Jews. 

59: 
In the Catholic Encyclopedia, vol. 10~ c. 1911, p. 

[S]t. Jerome uses Matthew's Hebrew text several 
times to solve difficulties of interpretation, 
which proves that he had it at hand. 

H.C. Thiessen dated the writing of Matthew in 
Hebrew at about A.D. 45. and in Greek at A. D. 50 
(Introduction to the New Testament p. 137). 

Matthew was called Levi by Mark and Luke, 
Matthew Levi the son of Alphaeus. 

The name Matthew means "Gift ofYehowah." He 
was a tax collector when Messiah Jesus said to him, 
"Follow Me." "And he arose and followed him" 
(Matt. 9:9). Matthew was one of the 12 Hebrew 
apostles of Messiah. Matthew was an eyewitness of 
the deeds and teaching of Messiah Jesus. He was there 
when it happened. He wrote as an eyewitness. Mat
thew probably recorded events as they happened. On 
the ancient manuscripts was written: "According to 
Matthew." The Gospel According to Matthew was 
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written first for Jews in Hebrew, and later in Greek for 
all people. Gospel means good news. As a devout Jew, 
Matthew knew Hebrew. As a tax collector for the 
Romans, he knew Aramaic and Greek. Matthew's 
source, "Q" was what he saw and heard Jesus do and 
say. He was an eyewitness of the history that he re
corded. We cannot believe what modern atheistic 
scholars say. They were not there when Jesus lived on 
earth, so they are not scientific. They begin with athe
istic anti-supernatural presuppositions. Then they as
sume literary dependence that Matthew copied from 
Mark. Their theories are built in the air and called 
"scientific historical critical theology." They do this 
contrary to ancient historical testimonies, which 
means that they are unhistorical. A multitude of evan
gelical New Testament scholars reject their atheistic 
presuppositions, assumptions and conjectures. 

Professor Eta Linnemann has calculated that 
25.87 percent of Matthew is unique. That is, about 26 
percent of the historical material recorded in The 
Gospel According to Matthew is found nowhere else 
(Is There a Synoptic Problem?, pp. 7 5-81 ). Also, 44.54 
percent of Matthew is not recorded in parallel by 
Mark. Matthew was an eye witness. He wrote the first 
Gospel as an eyewitness, which is accurate history. 

Professor Hugo McCord has written: "A count of 
the Greek words unique to each of the three Gospels 
shows Matthew with 13,590; Mark with 5,734; 
Luke with 16,211, thus showing the independent 
work 'of the three witnesses,' not only one." He 
quoted from Synopsis of the First Three Gospels, 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- james 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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revised by Hans Lietzmann (Oxford: B.H. 
Blackwell, Ltd., 1949). 

The Gospel According to Matthew is a most im
portant book for you to read and to know. The royal 
lineage of Messiah Jesus, King of Israel is given from 
Abraham through King David. The Old Testament 
Bible prophecies about Messiah are shown to have 
been fulfilled by Messiah Jesus. James Burton 
Coffman wrote: 

Matthew quotes 65 passages from the Old Testa
ment, 43 of them being direct quotations (Com
mentary on the Gospel of Matthew, p. viii). 

New Covenant teaching is given through Mes
siah Jesus, beginning with The Gospel According to 
Matthew. It is the Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
the Kiilgdom of Messiah, the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus promised his apostles: "But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, 
He will teach you all things, and bring to your remem
brance all things that 1 said to you" Oohn 14:26). 

The apostles wrote by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, who brought to their remembrance all things 
that Jesus had said to them. The· four Gospels give us 
four independent historical witnesses to the deeds of 
Messiah, the teaching of Messiah and about Jesus the 
Messiah so that we can come to know him and to be
lieve in him. 

Deuteronomy 19:15: [B]y the mouth of two or 
three witnesses the matter shall be established. 

The good news is that Jesus Messiah died for our 
sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures. 4105'h]ordan Ave. 
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Things We Can Know 
About the Birth of Christ 

By Albert Gardner 

We can know only what is revealed. The se
cret things belong to God (Deut. 29:29), 
so it is idle speculation to try and find out 

what is not stated. We cannot know how many wise 
men there were, but it is guessed there were three 
because three gifts are mentioned. 

We cannot know the birthday of Christ. The 
Holy Spirit did not choose to reveal it, but instead 
placed emphasis of the death of our Lord. We re
member his death, not his birth, when we eat the 
Lord's Supper. We are baptized into his death, not 
his birth. Since the shepherds were out in the field 
tending their sheep, some contend it was sometime 
other than December for the shepherds would not 
have been out at that time of year. We tum our atten
tion to things we can know about his birth because 
the Bible tells us. 

We Can lnow Where He Was Born. 
Joseph and Mary had gone to the city of David, that 
is Bethlehem, because a census was decreed in order 
to tax the people. While they were there Mary 
"brought forth her firstborn son" (Luke 2:7). 
· This event was foretold in Micah 5:2, "But thou, 
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Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth 
unto me that is to be a ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old from everlasting." 

The Book of Mormon is in error on this point: 
And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusa
lem which is the land of our forefathers, she be
ing a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who 
shall be overshadowed and conceive by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and bring forth a son, 
yea, even the Son of God (Alma 7:1 0). 

We Can Know la.ies Were Belnglilled at That lime. 
Herod was so angry when he saw the wise mocked 
him that he "slew all the children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two 
years old and under" (Matt. 2:16). The angel had al
ready directed Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to 
Egypt to escape Herod, which also fulfilled Hosea 
11:1, "Out of Egypt have I called my son." 

We Can Know How He Was 1om. 
When Gabriel announced to Mary that she would 
have a son, that he would be great, he would sit on 
David's throne, and of his kingdom there would be 
no end; she asked, "How shall this be, seeing I know 



not a man?" The angel said she would conceive by 
the Holy Spirit (Luke 1 :30-35). He would be called 
the Son of God. 

Joseph was told by an angel, "Fear not to take 
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth 
a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:20-21). 

Matthew 1:23 says this fulfilled Isaiah 7:14. "Be
hold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us." 

Jesus had no earthly human father for he was born 
of a virgin. He was "made of a woman" (Gal. 4:4). 
The Father prepared a body for him (Heb. 10:5). No 
one before or after Christ has been born without a 
human father. "For the Lord hath created a new thing 
in the earth, A woman shall compass a man" Uer. 
31 :22). It is new and will never happen again. 

We Can Know His Names. 
Even before he was conceived, the angel said, "Call 
his name Jesus" (Luke 1 :31). The prophet tells of his 
nature and his names. "For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Won
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace" (Isa. 9:6). 

The woman at the well said, "I know that Mes
siah cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, 
he will tell us all things. Jesus saith unto her, I that 
speak unto thee am he" Uohn 4:25-26). 

We Can Know Why He Was Born. 
It is very well summed up by Jesus to Zaccheus. "For 
the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost" (Luke 19:10). 

1. He came to set the perfect example (2 Pet. 
1:21). 

2. He came to be a king and to bear witness to 
the truth Uohn 18:37). 

3. He came to offer himself as a sacrifice for our 
sins (Heb. 9:28; 10:10; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

4. He came to fulfill prophecy (Luke 24:44). 
5. He was born to die (1 Cor. 15 :22; 1 Pet. 

1:18-20). 
Jesus is unique in his birth, life, teaching, death, 

and resurrection. He deserves our praise, worship, 
time, and influence. 
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Homosexual Church 

DALLAS - On a sweltering midsummer's 
Sunday in Dallas, the cavernous Cathedral 
of Hope is packed with hundreds of con

gregants. Lively choral music sets toes tapping, and 
the sermon, about observing the Sabbath, is deliv
ered with warmth and humor. 

"Six days shall you shop, but on the seventh day 
you shall cease from all shopping," Mona West, the 
pastor, says from the pulpit, her eyes twinkling. '~d 
that includes Home Depot. Or at least two out of 
four Sundays." 

It's a scene straight from Middle America: There 
is laughter all around and hugs and kisses, too, and 
after the offertory and communion and much greet
ing and good cheer, the faithful file happily out of 
church - men holding hands with men and women 
holding hands with women. 

"Dallas is changing," said Tim Hurst, a gay 47-
year-old real estate agent who attends the Cathedral 
of Hope with his partner, Jay, 44, a hotel owner. 
"We've been together four years last month, and this 
church has been very important to our relationship." 

As the largest predominantly gay church in the 
United States, and possibly the world, the Cathedral 
of Hope in Dallas is thriving. In doing so, it is chal
lenging old stereotypes about conservatism and in
tolerance in the nation's ninth-largest city. 

Despite a congregation drastically reduced by 
AIDS, the hostility of some mainstream churches and 
the aggressive animus of several anti-gay groups, the 
church's growth has been staggering. In the last 15 
years, membership has swollen from a few hundred 
to more than 3,500, about half of whom attend ser
vices on a typical Sunday morning. It's now among 
the biggest churches in one of the most churchgoing 
cities in the nation, Dallas. 

The Sunday mornings are not always peaceful: 
The Christian right and anti-gay groups have trained 
their ire on the church, picketing outside and occa
sionally infiltrating the sanctuary to shout slogans. 
"I'd call it a synagogue of Satan," said John Reyes, 
head of the Dallas office of Operation Rescue/Op
eration Save America. "It's a monstrosity." 

But as the church has tripled and quadrupled in 
size, the critics have been able to muster only a 
dozen or 20 protesters sporadically. The Cathedral 

12 ~~r;~:~d~~~! 

of Hope, its services protected by a pair of uni
formed police and· a sprinkling of officers in plain 
clothes, has shrugged and moved on. 

For many congregants, the church provided a 
soothing backdrop against which to tell friends or 
relatives they were gay. Barb Nunn, 4 7, a medical 
school clerk, came out to her mother in 1996. A 
trombonist in the church orchestra, she had been re
hearsing, and her mother insisted that she be invited 
to the performance. That left Nunn little choice. 

"The day of the concert, I said, 'Mom, I need to 
tell you about this church,'" she said. "When you tell 
your parents - your mom - that you're gay, you 
tend to be a little bit ashamed. But when you have 
this church as your backup - my God! My mother 
said she'd never heard a group of Christians so glad 
to be Christians." 

For most of the congregants and pastors, the 
church filled a gaping spiritual need. They are 
former Catholics and Baptists and Methodists who 
quit their old churches or were kicked out when they 
publicly acknowledged their homosexuality. 

Michael Piazza, the church's dean and driving 
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force, came out to his former Methodist congrega
tion in Georgia in 1979, fully realizing before he 
read his sermon that it would be the last he ever de
livered there. 

The Cathedral of Hope's membership has grown 
so fast that the church now offers three full services 
on Sunday mornings, plus Sunday school and an am
bitious array of programs assisting the poor and sick 
around Dallas. 

The church also has embarked on a $40 million 
expansion whose planned centerpiece will be a $28 
million cathedral designed by the renowned nonage
narian architect Philip Johnson, who is gay. Planned 
to begin construction within the next four years, it 
will rival the size of St. Patrick's Cathedral in New 
York. The massive modern structure will have no 
windows and seating for 2,5 00 people. 

"It will be the first cathedral of the new millen
nium," Piazza said. 

The boom at the Cathedral of Hope, which is at
tracting 350 new members a year and giving $1.3 
million annually to local schools, health clinics and 
charities, suggests that the church - and gay men 
and lesbians generally - has become something that 
Dallas respects: Big. Rich. And involved. 

"It is ironic that it's a queer church in the middle 
of the Bible belt," said West, the pastor. "But I don't 
think it's benign neglect. We've taken a chance by 
showing people that we're a church that cares about 
our community and about justice." 

To grasp the dizzying ascent of the Cathedral of 
Hope, it helps to take a snapshot of the church and 
the city's gay community just a few years ago. 

Dallas has long had an established gay scene, 
much of it centered in Oak Lawn, a once seedy and 
now gentrified shopping and clubbfng district just 
north of downtown. At Oak Lawn's main crossroads, 
gay men do the Texas two-step at the Round-Up; 
nearby, a pair of bars for gay men and lesbians, J.R.'s 
and Sue Ellen's, attract clients into the wee hours. 

Beyond Oak Lawn, however, Dallas was not a 
hospitable place for gays. In the early 1990s, the city 
was thrown into turmoil when the police department 
refused to hire a lesbian because of her sexual orien
tation. There was no city ordinance barring discrimi
nation against gays in jobs or housing, and no openly 
gay members of the city council. 

Piazza, 4 7, now the dean of the Cathedral of 
Hope, arrive.fl as chief pastor in 19 8 7. At the time, 
the church had about 28 0 members. 

It had been founded in 1968 as part of the fledg-

ling Metropolitan Community Churches, a gay de
nomination that originated in California and now has 
40,000 members in 300 churches in 22 countries. 
Shortly after the birth of the Dallas church, it moved 
into the chapel of a Unitarian church, the only one in 
town that would share space with a gay congregation. 
In 1972, it relocated in an abandoned abortion clinic. 

Piazza's arrival was a turning point. A solid, 
sharp-featured man whose expressive face is topped 
by neatly combed orange hair, he brought charisma, 
energy and a flair for organization to the Cathedral 
of Hope. 

At the outset, though, he faced a flock trauma
tized by AIDS. Just after he arrived, Piazza con
ducted 18 funerals and memorial services for mem
bers who had died of AIDS in January 1988 alone. 
By the mid-1990s, he said, more than a quarter of 
the congregation had AIDS. An HIV-positive men's 
choir sang regularly at Sunday services. 

"There have been 1,400 deaths [from AIDS] 
since I've been here," he said the other day while 
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showing a visitor around the church's Memorial 
Garden, in the shadow of an eight-story belfry built 
in front of the church. 

Even as AIDS wasted the congregation, new 
members flocked to the church, many seeking solace. 
Turning them away was not an option. Gays in Dal
las, as most others in the city, had grown up in 
church, and they were determined to stay in a con
gregation. In a city of sizable churches, there was a 
burgeoning demand for one where gays would feel 
welcome. 

So Piazza set out to find a plot of land for a new 
sanctuary. 

Architects and contractors refused to bid for the 
work, fearing the wrath of their Baptist and Method
ist clients. Banks refused to make loans. Finally Pi
azza found a small plot in the flight path of Dallas's 
Love Field airport, so close that the new church's 
windows had to be two inches thick to block out the 
jet engines' roar. 

The sanctuary completed here a decade ago was 
stamped with the church's themes of inclusiveness 
and openness. 

There is no altar and no rear wall separating the 
pews from an outer corridor. Sermons deal with gay 
issues but more often focus on mainstream Christian 
themes. The idea is to offer a traditional liturgy in a 
traditional setting, but one adapted to a church in 
which 90 percent of the congregants are gay. 

"We are . . . trying to remove barriers for people, 
and not putting things between people and God," 
Piazza said. 

As the church grew, Dallas also became more di
verse and somewhat more progressive. Fewer than 
half the city's residents now are white Anglos. 

A hugely popular black mayor, Ron Kirk, pre
sided over the city for more than six years, resigning 
this year to run for the Senate. 

The Dallas city council, which now has two 
openly gay councilmen, this spring adopted an ordi
nance barring discrimination against gays in housing 
and jobs. 

And in the annual Gay Pride parade, scheduled 
for next month, half the city council members as well 
as the mayor are expected to march. 

"Things have changed in the last 10 years," said 
Ed Oakley, one of the council's gay members. "Dal
las has become a less intolerant place." Le H ks de 
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Postmodern Theology 
By J. E. Choate 

Postmodern theology appeals to a select coterie 
of liberal scholars who teach the Bible in 
"our" colleges and universities. These breth

ren have done their advanced graduate study in 
places like Harvard University, University of Iowa, 
and Emory University. 

Another matter of fact is that liberal theology is 
all that matters to these brethren who are immersed 
in the latest constructs of postmodern theology. 

They speak half in the language of Ashdod and 
half in the language of scripture. They hold in con
tempt the motto "Let us speak where scripture speaks, 
and to remain silent where scripture is silent.'' 

To our liberal brethren "calling Bible things by 
Bible names, and doing Bible things in a Bible way" 
is not the scholarly way to go about doing church. 

The big question for these brethren is: "Do the 
writers of holy scripture prescribe divinely ordained 
patterns for the polity, worship, and practices of the 
church in the first century and for all time until the 
Second Coming?" 

By the church, I mean the church that Jesus prom
ised his disciples that he would build, which emerged 
more than three thousand strong from the waters of 
baptism on the first Pentecost after the cross. 

Our postmodern brethren, however, contend 
that contemporary churches of Christ constitute a 
denomination whose roots extend no further back 
than the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement of 
less than two hundred years ago. 

The apostle Paul said; ''All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness that the man of God may be perfect." Which is 
to say that the Bible alone will make complete the 
man of God - and, consequently, restore the church 
that Jesus built. 

Definition of Theology 
Theology is man's comprehensive study of religious 
faith, practices, and experiences as such pertain to 
the nature of God, and his creation. 

Doctrine is related to theology, and is the system 
of a particular set of religious beliefs, which are set in 

scripture, and are taught as a body of principles in a 
specific branch of scripture. The theology of the 
apostle Paul and his doctrine (teaching) concerning 
God and man is radically different from the theology 
and doctrine of most postmodernists. 

Rudolph Bultmann thought of God and the 
Christian religion as a comprised body of myths, leg
ends, and stories that were conjured up in the minds 
of folks who lived in prehistoric times - before the 
beginning of recorded history. Therefore, there is 
nothing that can be inferred from the teachings and 
practices of the apostle that is binding on Christians 
today, or any other time. 

Seven Creedal Statements 
The following seven statements are of recent vintage 
and contradict the idea that there is the same Bible 
pattern for the worship and practices of Christians in 
all ages beginning on the first Christian Pentecost. 
The brother who wrote the following statements is 
now teaching and training the next generation of 
leaders and preachers in churches of Christ. The 
source of the statements is in a pap.er titled 
"Normativeness: Rethinking Our Search For Pat
terns," presented at a Christian Scholar's Conference 
in 1989. 

1. "The simple appeal to command, example, 
and necessary inference as the solution in all ques-
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tions of biblical hermeneutics, has lost its attraction, 
not only for the Bible scholar, but for college stu
dents and many a person in the pew. , [Where is the 
documentation for this sweeping statement?] 

2. "The Bible was not written to us, but it was 
preserved for us., [Not "to" us but "for " us. Sounds 
strange.] 

3. "The books of the Bible are not systematic 
theological treatises, they are not a compendium of 
Lukan or Pauline theology. They are occasional 
documents and comprise task theology., [Brother, 
what do you mean by "occasional documents," and 
"task theology"?] 

4. "Strict pattern theology must be abandoned. 
Yet the practice of the early church must matter. There 
must be guidelines., [Does our brother means to in
form us that there is an imprecise - that is, not strict 
- pattern for the church in Holy Scripture? Does he 
find this precise paradigm, which demands that the 
Bible be relegated to an un-strict position, in postmod
ern theology? How is it that postmodernism is a strict 
pattern theology, but the Bible is not? Yes, "there must 
be guidelines," but is the line marking a correct posi
tion in religion strict, or is it inaccurate and broad? If 
the latter, in what sense is it a guideline?] 

5. "One must reject a rigid 'pattern theology ' 
which simply transplants religious and cultural forms 
from the first century to the modern era., [So has the 
purpose of Christian baptism on the first Christian 
Pentecost been acceptably revised by Max Lucado?] 

6. "The author has a real distaste for imposing a 
system. But some system will be imposed., [This 
writer has distaste for our liberal brethren who would 
impose the idea that churches of Christ today are a 
dinky denomination in the Stone-Campbell Restora
tion Movement.] 

7. "No longer can one simply argue the New 
Testament always did it." [Really? Why not?] 
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The CSC paper contradicts biblical principles, 
which the founders of the school where the author 
of the paper teaches put in the form of a legal con
tract that excludes postmodern liberal scholars from 
the faculty. Still, he holds a teaching position in the 
very school that has a contractual obligation to disal
low what he believes and teaches. 

This CSC paper goes back some 12 years to a 
time when liberals were launching their failed 
agenda to create a new hermeneutic for the church. 
This was when the change agents were beginning to 
show their hand. The scholar who phrased the state
ment does not teach these principles in his classes, 
and will not be drawn into discussions about them. 
However, when questions are put to the brother to 
explain his words, his response is that one must be a 
Bible scholar of his stature to understand what he 
means by the words he spoke. We wonder if this 
Goliath of scholarship understands the meaning of 
hubris? 

Liberal theology developed in the second quarter 
of the 20th century. The common label attached to 
liberal theology was Modernism, which stayed 
around until the 1950s, then passing through an
other phase began to be called postmodernism. 
There were intellectual movements in the 19th cen
tury which would dovetail into the pattern [dreaded 
word] of postmodern theology. 

Liberal brethren reject the pattern theology of 
conservative brethren, but have a pattern of beliefs 
and positions locked into the concept of postmodern 
theology. 

The groundwork for postmodern theology was 
laid in the 19th century and developed directly from 
radical ideas that regarded man, not God, as the cre
ator of the books of the Bible. 

The books of the Bible are conceived by post
modern theologians as growing out of myths, leg
ends, and folklore of ancient cultures. It is therefore 
not surprising that the Bible is rejected as an absolute 
standard of authority- presenting a positive pattern 
for faith and practice- seeing that it originated with 
rude, ignorant, and savage people. 

Our postmodern brothers may think they have 
found "safe houses " in the ivory towers of academia 
- think again. The remnant of biblical churches of 
Christ will not be denied. 

Your conservative brethren have searching de-
vices locked in on you. 3714'/z Belmont Blvd. 

Nashville, TN 37215 
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Questions That Should Be Asked 
of Max Lucado 

By E. Claude Gardner 
President Emeritus Fread-Hardeman University 

T his is not written because of jealousy or ill 
will. Granted that Max Lucado is a good 
writer and popular, but the concern is 

whether some of his writing and religious positions 
are biblical. The Christian Chronicle had an inter
view, reported July 2002, in which several topics 
were explored. The interviewer either did not know 
some critical questions to ask or was not knowledge
able of Lucado's positions. 

Here are some additional inquiries: 
1. Why do you use instrumental music to begin 

and close your religious program? 
2. Where is Bible authority for advocating "the 

sinner's prayer" as the way to be saved? You included 
the prayer more than once but the following is from 
your book, He Did This just For You, page 50: 

Would you let him save you? This is the most 
important decision you will ever make. Why 
don't you give your heart to him right now? Ad
mit your need. Agree with his work. Accept his 
gift. Go to God in prayer and tell him, I am a 
sinner in need of grace. I believe that jesus died 
for me on the cross. I accept your offer of salva
tion. It's a simple prayer with eternal results. 

On the next page is a place for one to sign a re
sponse. It reads: 

I believe that jesus Christ is the Son of the Liv
ing God. I want him to be the Lord of my life. 

Then there is a place to sign and the date. 
3. You said in an interview with the Baptist Stan

dard the following: "But I really don't consider my
self a Church of Christ minister .... I think I would be 
a good Baptist." In view of your acceptance of Bap
tist teaching on Baptist terms, why don't you become 
a Baptist? 

4. You deny that baptism is essential to salvation, 
then what is your response to Acts 2:38 and 1 Peter 
3:21? 

5. You taught that one should belong "to a 
church" as stated in your book, He Did This just For 
You. But "a .:.church" suggests any denomination. 
Therefore, is it essential to be a member of the 
church of the New Testament to be saved? 

6. Do you believe the thief on the cross is a 
model for a sinner to be saved loday? 

7. In your interview with the Christian Chronicle, 
you declare that baptism is an act of obedience show
ing one has been saved by faith only. The article 
states: 

Once a person admits sin and trusts Christ for 
salvation, a step must be taken to proclaim to 
heaven and earth that he/she is a follower of 
Christ. Baptism is that step. Baptism is the initial 
and immediate step of obedience and worship 
by the one who has declared his/her faith to oth
ers. 

This is the denominational plan of salvation and not 
the Bible. Where in the Bible is this plan delineated 
by precept and example? 

8. If baptism is a "work," is it a work of man or 
rather a work of God? If a work of God, is it not es
sential to salvation? 

9. You believe in the "imminent return of 
Christ." How do you establish this by the Bible? 

10. Are you a premillennialist? If so, on what Bible 
basis?" 

The interview though interesting was lacking in 
dealing with vital and eternal truth. Max Lucado was 
not completely portrayed, but he was presented as a 
sound and faithful gospel preacher. After the article, 
some will likely feel he has been exonerated by one 
of our papers. In a former day, he might not have 
fared so smoothly as with the current regime. A 
former editor of the Christian Chronicle wrote the 
following: "I am aware of Max's tendencies and 
have written to him and called him about these. I am 
not ready to wash my hands of him, at least not yet. 
What a power he could be, if we could get him to 
turn around." 
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J. Gresham Machen's Response 
to Modernism 

J Gresham Machen ( 18 81-19 3 7) was a Presbyte
rian scholar in the mode of Hodge, and War
field (former presidents of Princeton Univer

sity, a Presbyterian school). 
He helped start, on March 29, 1935, a new Pres

byterian church over against the huge Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., because Machen's presbytery 
in Trenton, N.J. found him guilty of insubordination 
to church authorities and stripped him of his ordina
tion. 

The reason for the charge of insubordination was 
that Machen protested the fact that the Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions endorsed a laymen's re
port (called Rethinking Missions), which Machen 
said was "from beginning to end an attack upon the 
historic Christian faith." 

A few years earlier Machen had left Princeton 
Seminary to found Westminster Seminary. 

Machen went to Johns Hopkins University and 
majored in Classics, and then went on to Princeton 
Seminary, though he was not sure he would enter the 
ministry. And after seminary he spent a year in Ger
many studying New Testament with well-known 
German scholars. 

Here Machen met Modernism face to face and 
was shaken profoundly in his faith. This experience 
in Germany made a lasting impact on Machen. He 
said again and again that he had respect and sympa
thy for the modernist who could honestly no longer 
believe in the bodily resurrection or the virgin birth 
or the second coming, but it was the rejection of 
these things without declaring yourself that angered 
Machen. 
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For example, he said once that his problem with 
certain teachers at Union Seminary was their duplic
ity. 

He wanted to deal with people in a straightfor
ward manner, and take his opponents' arguments se
riously if they would only be honest and up front. 

His struggle with doubt gave him patience and 
empathy with others in the same boat. Twenty years 
later he wrote: 

Some of us have been through such struggle our
selves; some of us have known the blankness of 
doubt, the deadly d iscouragement, the perplex
ity of indecision, the vaci llation between 'faith 
diversified by doubt,' and 'doubt diversif ied by 
faith.' 

Machen became a strong apologist for biblical 
Christianity and an internationally acclaimed New 
Testament scholar with his book, The O rigin of Paul's 
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Religion published in 1921, and then his most famous 
book, The Virgin Birth of Christ in 1930. 

Machen tried to think through the relationship 
between Modernism and modernity. He admitted 
from the outset that "Modern culture is a tremendous 
force." 

The negative impulses Machen saw that lead to 
Religious Modernism are 1) a suspicion of the past 
that is natural in view of the stunning advances of re
cent decades; it does seem as if the past is of relatively 
little value; 2) skepticism about truth and a replace
ment of the category of true with category of useful 
(pragmatism, utilitarianism); the question what 
works seems to be more scientifically productive; 3) 
the denial that the supernatural, if there is any such 
thing, can break into the world. 

Machen credits Modernism- the theological re
sponse to this challenge of modernity - with trying 
to come to terms with the real problem of the age. 
"What is the relation between Christianity and mod
ern culture; may Christianity be maintained in a sci
entific age? It is this problem which modern liberal
ism attempts to solve." 

In trying to solve the problem, Liberalism, or 
Modernism, has joined modernity in minimizing the 
significance of the past in favor of newer impulses; 
has accepted the utilitarian view of truth; and has sur
rendered supernaturalism. All three compromises 
with the spirit of modernity work together to pro
duce the modernist spirit in religion. 

When the preference for what is new combines 
with a naturalistic bias and skepticism about finding 
abiding truth the stage is set for the worst abuses of 
religious language and the worst manipulations of 
historic confessions. In essence what the modernists 
do is not throw out Christianity but reinterpret the 
creeds and give old words new meanings. That is, 
they make them into symbols for every changing 
meaning. 

Thus the Virgin birth is one theory of the incarna
tion. The bodily resurrection is one theory of the res
urrection. 

The old "facts" don't correspond to anything per
manent. They symbolize general principles of reli
gion. And those symbols are arrived at by what is use
ful or helpful, not by what is true. If they are useful 
for one generation, good; and if not for another then 
they may be exchanged. 

Vague ·language enables the modernist to mislead 
people into thinking he is still orthodox. Machen 
wrote: 

This temper of mind is hostile to precise defini
tions. Indeed nothing makes a man more un
popular in the controversies of the present day 
than an insistence upon definition of terms ... 
Men discourse very eloquently today upon such 
subjects as God, religion, Christianity, atone
ment, redemption, faith; but are greatly in
censed when they are asked to tell in simple 
language what they mean by these terms. 

Then from the outside Machen wields his pow
ers as a historian and a student of the New Testa
ment. He argues on historical grounds that from the 
beginning the church was a witnessing church (Acts 
1:8) and a church devoted to the apostles' teaching. 
In other words her life was built on events without 
which there would be no Christianity. These events 
demand faithful witnesses who tell the objective 
truth about the events since they are essential. And 
the life of the church was built on the apostles' 
teaching (Acts 2:42), the authoritative interpreta
tion of the events. 

He argues powerfully in the chapter on "Doc
trine" in Christianity and Liberalism that Paul made 
much of the truth of his message and the need to get 
it exactly right, even if the messenger was not ex
actly right. For example, in Philippians he was toler
ant of those who with bad motives preached to 
make his imprisonment worse - because they were 
saying the objective truth about Christ. 

But in Galatians he was not tolerant but pro
nounced a curse on his opponents - because they 
were getting the message objectively wrong. They 
were telling gentiles that works of the flesh would 
complete God's saving action in their lives which 
had begun by faith and the Spirit. It may seem like a 
triviality since both the Judaizers and Paul would 
have agreed on dozens of precious things including 
the necessity of faith for salvation. But it was not 
trivial. And with this kind of historical observation 
and argument from the New Testament Machen 
shows that truth and objectivity and doctrine are not 
optional in grasping and spreading Christianity. 

As over against ... [the pragmatist, modernist] 
attitude, we believers in historic Christianity 
maintain the objectivity of truth. 

Therefore· his response to Modernism stands: it 
is not a different kind of Christianity. It is not Chris
tianity at all. "The chief modern rival of Christianity 
is 'liberalism' ... at every point the two movements 
are in direct opposition." The foundational truths 
have been surrendered; or worse the concept of 
truth has been surrendered to pragmatism so that 

December 2002 
Firm F.oundation 19 



even affirmations are denials, because they are af
firmed as useful and not as true. 

Machen's life and thought issue a call for all of us 
to be honest, open, clear, straightforward and guile
less in our use of language. 

He challenges us, as does the apostle Paul (2 Cor. 
2:17; 4:2; Eph. 4:25; 1 Thess. 2:3-4) to say what we 
mean and mean what we say, and repudiate duplicity 
and trickery and sham and verbal manipulating and 
sidestepping and evasion. 

If honesty and truth are not paramount, Machen 
shows us that this is destructive to the church and the 
cause of Christ. 

Machen alerts us to the utter doctrinelessness of 
our day and the fact that we almost take it for 
granted that utilitarian thinking is the only hope for 
success, and that preaching or teaching doctrine is a 
prescription for failure. 

Preaching doctrine should not be confusing or 
boring, Machen says: 

That error, unquestionably, should be avoided. 
But it should be avoided not by the abandon
ment of doctrinal preaching, ~ut by our making 
doctrinal preaching real preaching. 

Machen's experience calls us to have patience 
with young strugglers who are having doubts about 
Christianity. 

Machen defended engagement in controversy: 
Men tell us that our preaching should be posi
tive and not negative, that we can preach the 
truth without attacking error. But if we follow 
that advice we shall have to close our Bible and 
desert its teachings. The New Testament is a po
lemic book almost from beginning to end. 

(Source: Speech honoring the memory of ]. 
Gresham Machen, delivered at Bethlehem Confer
ence, january 26, 1993. We excerpt the above be
cause much in it is helpful to us in understanding and 
responding to some initiatives in the church today, es
pecially those inaugurated and inspired by some uni
versities operated by brethren.) 

A Jew Defends Evangelical Christians 

Evangelical Christians believe that it is neces
sary for a person to believe in Jesus Christ in 
order to be saved. 

According to every liberal I know - Christian, 
Jew, or other -Jews are supposed to find this theol
ogy offensive and frightening. According to liberals, 
the evangelicals' doctrine that no non-Christians can 
be saved is so awful that all other evangelical views 
must be held suspect - even their unique support 
for Jews and Israel. 

I would therefore like to announce, as a practic
ing, believing Jew, that I am in no way offended, let 
alone frightened, by evangelical Christians who be
lieve that it is necessary to have faith in Jesus in or
der to be saved. 

Why should Jews not be offended by this evan
gelical Christian belief? 

First, since all non-Christians are unsaved, this 
doctrine is in no way anti-Jewish. It is pro-salvation, 
not anti-anybody. The evangelical view of who is not 
saved is applicable, by definition, to all non-Chris
tians. There is, therefore, no reason whatsoever 
for a Jew to be personally offended. It is no more 
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applicable to Jews than to Hindus. When most 
evangelicals single out Jews, it is only to support 
them and Israel, and to reaffirm Jewish closeness. It 
takes paranoia, ignorance and ingratitude for a Jew 
to join the anti-evangelical critics. 

Second, exclusive views of salvation are hardly 
unique to evangelical Christians. Liberals, of all 
people, should honor such exclusive views. Don't 
most liberals think that liberalism is the only way to 
save America (and don't most conservatives think 
that of conservatism)? If Christians are intolerant 
and offensive because they believe they have the only 
way to salvation in the next life, why aren't liberals 
intolerant and offensive because they believe they 
have the only way to salvation in this life? And if 
Christians must declare that all religions are equally 
valid paths to salvation, shouldn't liberals have to de
clare that all political and social doctrines are equally 
valid paths to America's salv3tion? 

Third, all those who condemn evangelicals for 
their belief in the necessity of affirming Christ for 
salvation are doing exactly what they accuse these 
Christians of doing - judging and condemning 



people solely for their beliefs. Here is the liberals' 
rule: Christians may not .judge others by their reli
gious beliefs, but liberals may judge Christians by 
their religious beliefs. 

Fourth, one of Judaism's core teachings is that 
God judges all people by their behavior rather than 
by their faith alone, and that we are to judge people 
in the same way. I apply this teaching to evangelicals. 
I judge them not by their theology but by their be
havior. I find that behavior often exemplary, and I 
regard them as America's best hope to stem the 
country's cultural and moral decline. 

Fifth, insofar as offensiveness and tolerance are 
concerned, who do you think has it tougher - a Jew 
living and working among evangelical Christians or a 
conservative living and working among strongly com
mitted liberals? As one who is in the former situation, 
I can tell you that I receive only respect and tolerance. 
On the other hand, ask conservatives, not to mention 
evangelical Christians, in Hollywood how they feel. 
Most keep their views to themselves, so fearful are 
they of repercussions from the liberal majority. 

Let's also compare the evangelicals to the "open" 
and "tolerant" Protestant Christian denominations 
as represented by the National Council of Churches. 
We find moral confusion, anti-Americanism and sup
port for those who wish another Jewish genocide. 
True, just about everyone in the NCC believes that it 
is not necessary for anyone to affirm faith in Christ 
to be saved and that I as a Jew can therefore attain 
salvation. But so what? Their doctrines that pertain 
to me, here and now, on earth, not in the hereafter, 
are the doctrines that frighten me. 

Evangelical Christians, almost alone, affirm that 
America has a divine mission, that this country has 
better values than Europe, that the United Nations is 
a moral wasteland, that God's law is higher than in
ternational laws devised in New York or The Hague, 
that secularism is wonderful for government but fatal 
for society, that Israel must be protected against 
those who wish to exterminate it, that the Jews have 
a divinely chosen role in history, and that America 
must remain a Judea-Christian country. 

If the only way a Christian can hold these pre
cious beliefs is to maintain that faith in Jesus is the 
only way to salvation, here is one Jew who says: 
More power to you. Keep your faith strong. 

townhall.com 
Dennis Prager 
Oct. 23, 2002 
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That You May Know 

T he United States Supreme Court has pursued a 
"wall of separation" between church and state. 
Its decisions do not always appear to be consis

tent, and are sometimes depressing and other times 
encouragmg. 

Some of the major Establishment Clause cases 
have been: 

McCollum v. Board of Education (1948) in 
which the court declared that religious instruction in 
public schools is unconstitutional. 

Torasco v. Watkins (1961) in which, by unani
mous decision, ruled that any religious test for state 
office holders is unconstitutional. 

Engel v. Vitale (1962) in which the court de
clared [public] school prayer unconstitutional. 

Abington School District v. Schemp (1963) in 
which the court declared Bible reading over the 
[public] school intercom unconstitutional. 
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Murray v. Curlett (1963) in which the court held 
that it is unconstitutional to force a child to partici
pate in Bible reading or prayer. 

Stone v. Graham (1980) in which the court out
lawed the posting of the Ten Commandments in a 
[public] school even if it is done for a secular pur
pose. 

Widmar v. Vincent (1981) in which the court 
ruled that a state university must allow student reli
gious groups equal access to facili ties open to other 
student groups. 

Marsh v. Chambers (1983) in which the court 
ru led that prayers said in state legislatures are not 
unconstitutional. 

Lynch v. Donnelly (1984) in which the court 
ruled that government owned nativity scenes dis
played on private property do not have a religious 
purpose and are therefore constitutional. 

Wallace v. Jaffree (1985) in which the court ruled 
that a moment of silence in [public] schools has a re
ligious purpose and is therefore unconstitutional. 

Edwards v. Aguillard (1987) in which the court 
held that a state law requiring equal treatment for 
creationism and evolution has a religious purpose 
and is unconstitutional. 

Allegheny County v. ACLU (1989) in which the 
court held that a nativity display inside a government 
building does violate the constitution. 

Board of Education v. Mergens (1990) in which 
the court ruled that public schools which receive fed
eral funds and allow community meetings during af
ter-school hours may not deny equal access to stu
dent groups based upon "religious, political, philo
sophical or other content." 

Lee v. Weisman (1992) in which the court ruled 
that school officials may not invite and direct clergy 
to give prayers at [public] school-sponsored gradua
tion ceremonies . The Court maintained however 
that prayer may be included in graduation ceremo
nies if it is student-initiated and student-led. For fur
ther clarification on this case and several subsequent 
cases in the Federal Circuit Courts of Appeal visit 
this page at the American Center for Law and Jus
tice. 

Lamb's Chapel v. Center Moriches Union Free 
School Distinct (1993) in which the court ruled that 



churches may not be denied access to school pre
mises after hours if such access is provided to other 
organizations. 

Rosenberger v. Rector and Visitors of the Univer
sity of Virginia (1995) in which the court allowed 
student activity funds to be used for a student Chris
tian magazine. 

Almost all of these decisions were, and continue 
to be, controversial. Opinion is divided not only be
tween religious advocates and opponents but also 
among religious faiths and denominations them
selves. Some Christian denominations welcome the 
absolute separation of church and state. Further
more, many believers of non-Christian faith support 
the exclusion of prayer and other forms of religious 
expression in school, fearing they may be discrimi
nated against in a nation in which Christianity is the 
majority religion. 

On the other hand, critics feel that the court has 
gone too far in its interpretation of the constitution 
and that they have misconstrued the original intent 
of the authors of the Establishment Clause. Supreme 
Court justice Rehnquist himself expressed this view
point. In particular, critics complain that the courts' 
stipulation that the government must be neutral be-

tween religion and non-religion is faulty and that, in 
excluding religious expression from public facilities, 
the court is, in fact, favoring non-religion and in
fringing upon people's right of free expression. 

Such objections have intensified to the point 
that in 1997 a resolution for a Religious Freedom 
Amendment was introduced into the congress. The 
resolution has passed the House judiciary Commit
tee and is awaiting a vote. The text of the Amend
ment states that: 

To secure the people's right to acknowledge God 
according to the dictates of conscience: Neither 
the United States nor any State shall establish 
any official religion, but the people's right to 
pray and to recognize their religious beliefs, 
heritage, or traditions on public property, in
cluding schools shall not be infringed. Neither 
the United States nor any State shall require any 
person to join in prayer or other religious activ
ity, prescribe school prayers, discriminate 
against religion, or deny equal access to a benefit 
on account of religion. 

At present the resolution has 140 cosponsors. In 
order to be adopted as an amendment it must pass 
both houses of the congress and be ratified by three
fourths of the states within a seven-year period. p, 
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Bishop's Doubts Split United Methodists 

l fter Chicago Bishop Joseph Sprague read a 
chapter on Christology from his book - to 
be published soon - at Iliff School of Theol

ogy in Denver in january, the bishops of Florida and 
North Carolina publicly challenged him, while the 
South Carolina bishop endorsed his beliefs. 

"I profoundly disagree with some of his conclu
sions," North Carolina Bishop Marion M. Edwards, 
a friend of Bishop Sprague, told 450 United Method
ist clergy on Monday. 

"This is not a time for angry diatribe and bitter 
finger-pointing," Bishop Edwards said of a dispute 
fanned by conservatives upset at the Sprague lecture. 
"It is a time for correction and accountability." 

He said that the Chicago bishop describes Christ 
with "the attraction of any great hero, but falls short 
of the eternal fullness of the second person of the Trin
ity., 

Bishop Sprague, a well-known liberal who heads 

one of the most diverse United Methodist regions, 
said yesterday that his colleagues have been scholarly 
and respectful in their reactions to his book, 
'~firmations of a Dissenter," but added that "by fo
cusing on part of one chapter, much criticism is out of 
context." 

He said that his critics prefer ancient church in
terpreters while he prefers modern historical study 
and liberation theology, which he calls more de
manding on Christians in the book. Abingdon Press, 
the denomination's publishing house, will publish 
the book in December. 

"The middle-class church is looking for an escap
ist Christianity," he said, arguing that a more human 
jesus demands earthly sacrifices. ''A more dumbed
down theology is selling today, and it's marketed for 
consumer happiness." 

Though his lecture was delivered in January, 
criticism did not erupt until conservative groups in 
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the United Methodist Church distributed the talk 
posted on the seminary's Web site. 

The first response came last month when Florida 
Bishop Timothy W. Whitaker wrote to his clergy and 
the bishops contesting Bishop Sprague's "personal 
rheological opinion" as watering down classic doc
trines. 

That approach has "contributed to the church's 
loss of confidence and an enervation of its mission to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ," Bishop Whitaker 
said. Today's public is " more open" than ever, he 
said, to "traditional Christian affirmations of divine 
revelation, mystery, and miracle." 

The debate has raged for a century in modern 
Protestantism, which has tried to teach that Jesus
as evidenced by his miraculous life- is the only way 
to salvation in the face of modern science and other 
religions. 

"I believe that the stronger and clearer teaching of 
the New Testament is the Christian hope for the resur
rection of the body," Bishop Edwards said Monday. 

He questioned Bishop Sprague's symbolic inter
pretations of the virgin birth or resurrection but 
agreed that even conservative Methodist thinkers 
have said that Christ could save people through 
other religions. 

Still, "in his zeal to make the faith understand
able to modern ears, the [Chicago] bishop seems to 
have accommodated too much to the culture," 
Bishop Edwards said . 

Mark Tooley, a conservative United Methodist 
who has circulated the Sprague document, said that 
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the public criticism is a response "not normally seen 
among bishops, for whom collegiality is usually the 
highest rule." 

In defense of the Chicago cleric, Bishop J. 
Lawrence McCleskey of South Carolina told 200 of 
his 1,000 clergy two weeks ago that Bishop Sprague 
was orthodox enough in professing the divinity and 
humanity of Christ. 

"The essentials are the incarnation of God in 
Jesus Christ and the eventual and eternal triumph of 
God's rule over creation," Bishop McCleskey said. 
He said doctrines such as the Trinity, virgin birth and 
bodily resurrection can be taken too literally. 

"In the Wesleyan tradition" of Methodism 
founder John Wesley, Bishop McCleksey said, "it has 
never been the purpose of doctrine to provide a litmus 
test to determine who are the real Christians." 

Larry Witham 
The Washington Times 

% 

Save10% 
Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD-ROM ................. $149.9& 

sale price $134.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 

CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. A large photographic section is 
included. Titles include: 

I. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumenta l Music Question 
II. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
i 7. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the fo llowing gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (i950-195/) 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Offer good til Jan. 31, 2003 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 



Potpourri ••. 
To help us see the folly of mortals and therefore 

appreciate more fully the wisdom of serving 
the interest of an ageless kingdom we print 

here some of the foibles of humankind. 
We begin with a few choice items sent to us by 

Earl Davis of Chicago: 
+The board of Georgia's second-largest school 

district [Marietta] Thursday gave teachers permis
sion to introduce varying views about the origin of 
life, including creationism. 

The proposal, approved unanimously by the Cobb 
County school board, says the district believes "dis
cussion of disputed views of academic subjects is a 
necessary element of providing a balanced educa
tion." 

Opponents said it was a back-door ~ay to bring 
religion into the classroom, but supporters said the 
board's choice encouraged academic freedom. 

In 1987, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled creation
ism could not be taught in public schools along with 
evolution (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 27, 2002). 

+If Columbia College wished to provoke emo
tion over creationism and evolution in school cur
riculums, its public "Dinner With Darwin" couldn't 
have satisfied many appetites with what unfolded. 
What evolved was a night of boredom with 10 polite 
scholars explaining the application of Darwin's prin
ciples to their disciplines - as it did to a friendly au
dience dominated by teachers attending the Associa
tion of College and University Biology Educators 
conference at the Chicago school (Chicago Tribune, 
Sept. 26, 2002). 

+WASHINGTON, D.C. The steep drop in world
wide family planning funds from the United States 
and unmet pledges from other nations contributed to 
more than 300 million unintended pregnancies and 
the deaths of an estimated 700,000 pregnant women 
between 1995 and 2000, according to a global study 
released Wednesday. The Global Health Council re
port said that more than one-third of the deaths were 
from problems associated with pregnancy, labor and 
delivery. A majority of the deaths, an estimated 
400,000, we?e from complications resulting from 
abortions carried out in unsanitary and often illegal 
conditions. (Editor's comment: Uncle Sam had to be a 

very busy boy if he caused 700,000 unwanted preg
nancies worldwide ... come on -Dobbs) 

+ President Bush gets what he wants by forcing 
his opponents to argue against themselves. He's 
done it again with a new federal regulation that iden
tifies fetuses as "unborn children," all in the name of 
extending prenatal health benefits to the pre-born 
poor. By identifying fetuses as "unborn children," 
Bush effectively has managed to establish 
personhood for fetuses. Arguing against themselves 
with Pavlovian predictability, pro-choice feminists 
find themselves in the untenable position of rejecting 
a "gift" offered to their own constituents (Chicago 
Tribune, Kathleen Parker, Oct. 2, 2002). 

+GENEVA-One person commits suicide about 
every 40 seconds, one is murdered every 60 seconds, 
and one dies in armed conflict every 100 seconds, 
the World Health Organization said Thursday (Chi
cago Tribune, Oct 4, 2002). 

+There are perhaps 3.5 Muslims in the United 
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States, according to the latest estimate from a Mus
lim researcher. That's fewer than others have found. 
(The Mosque in America estimates 7 million, but 
only two million attend mosque during the major re
ligious festivals.) 

•) Twenty-five years after his birth on Oct. 20, 
1819, a young merchant in Iran proclaimed the ad
vent of a new divine religion. According to Bahai his
tory, the mission of the merchant who became 
known as the Bah, which means "the gate" in Arabic, 
was to prepare the path for another messenger from 
God promised to humanity. The Bah's followers 
were persecuted as heretics, and he was executed in 
Iran in 1850. 

Among his followers, however, was a nobleman 
known today as the Bahaullah, or The Glory of God, 
who while imprisoned for his belief, received a rev
elation from God that he was the messenger. He died 
in 1892. The writings of the Bahaullah, the majority 
sent from prison to kings and rulers exhorting them 
to pursue peace and justice, compose the religion's 
principal scriptures. Today there are about 5 million 
Bahais throughout the world. Bahais believe there is 
one God, whose successive revelations have been the 
chief, civilizing force in history and that all religions 
are integral parts of one divine plan. They acknowl
edge Abraham, Moses, Zoroaster, Buddha, Krishna, 
Jesus and M uhammad as equally authentic divine 
messengers whose common purpose is to guide the 
human race to spiritual and moral maturity. 

They regard Bahaullah as God's messenger for 
the present age, but not the last of the messengers 
sent by God (Chicago Tribune, Oct. 18, 2002). 

·> America's Catholic bishops may not under
stand why Vatican authorities have in effect, rejected 
their sex-abuse policy. They cannot, however, be sur-
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prised that its sledgehammer dynamic of zero toler
ance has not found favor with the masters of subtlety 
who run the Roman ecclesiastical bureaucracy (Chi
cago Tribune, Oct. 21, 2002). 

Bark/ash Building 
WIn her new book, The New White Nationalism 

in America: Its Challenge to Integration, Vanderbilt 
University professor Carol Swain "infuriates her crit
ics," says the Chronicle of Higher Education, by argu
ing "that society should combat white nationalists in 
part by acknowledging the legitimacy of some of 
their grievances" - specifically by abolishing affir
mative action and reducing immigration (The Wash
ington Times). 

Vandals Defare Ex-homosexual Ads 
W Pro-homosexual vandals have defaced at least 

two of 10 colorful advertisements featuring former 
"gays" that are being installed in Metro subway sta
tions in Washington, D.C. The ads, which have the 
headlines "I Chose To C hange" or "It's My Choice 
To Change," challenge people to respect those who 
have left homosexuality. 

"We had the ads made in response to the hate di
rected against ex-gays," said Regina Griggs, execu
tive director of Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays and 
Gays (PFOX), which erected the ads. "With all this 
talk of ' diversity,' we thought it was time to alert 
people to the need for tolerance of ex-gays and the 
possibility of overcoming homosexuality." 

At least two of the ads were immediately vandal
ized with graffiti on the glass covering. 

An employee at Viacom Outdoors, which installs 
ads for the Metro system, said five anonymous tele
phone callers had left messages "saying they didn't 
like the ads." Asked if other Metro ads are routinely 
defaced, the employee, who asked not to be named, 
said, "Never." 

Earlier, the Sexual Minority Youth Assistance 
League, a group that promotes homosexuality to teen
agers, had run Metro ads without incident. 

Tbe Heart of Romans 
A workbook with an outline and explanatory notes 

by Howard Winters 

Excellent for class study. The questions on each chapter of 
Romans are designed to send the student to the book of Ro
mans. This workbook cannot be used without a study of Ro
mans, so in the final analysis, this book is a study of Romans, 
not a study of the workbook. BCKU02, paperback, 36 pgs. 
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"It's time that people trapped in homosexuality 
know that they have a choice," said Robert Knight, 
director of CWNs Culture and Family Institute and a 
PFOX board member. "Homosexual activists have 
peddled the unsubstantiated ' born-that-way' notion 
and left people without hope. The ads feature real 
people and real hope." 

One PFOX ad features a young man, Chris, un-
der the headline: "I Chose To Change." It reads: 

I make choices everyday .. . Where to eat. What 
to wear. W ho to see. But as a gay man I never 
thought I could change WHO I was. Until I rea l
ized change was a choice . . . and I chose to 
change from gay to straight. It may not be a de
cision you want to make, but you should know 
thousands o f us already have. Please respect our 
choice. 

The other ad featu res a young woman, Amy, with 
a pierced eyebrow, under the headline quote: "It's 
My Choice To Change." It continues: 

If someone changes their address, maybe 
changes a n attitude, or even changes their job, 
you'd still respect them, right? So why not re
spect me when I decide to leave homosexuali ty? 
I chose to change from gay to straight. 

Homosexual activists such as those with the 
group GLAAD (Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation) have worked hard to pressure the me
dia to rej ect ad campaigns featuring former homo
sexuals. In 1998, when a coalition of pro-family 
groups including Concerned Women for America 
sought to place TV ads featuring ex-gays. Homo
sexual activists led by GLAAD pressured TV stations 
not to run the ads, and then celebrated their success 
when the ads were rejected . 

GLSEN 
{i>WASHINGTON, D.C.- The Culture & Fam

ily Institute, an affi liate of Concerned Women for 
America, and 11 other pro-family groups today 
called on a ho~osexual education group to make a 
record of its annual conference available to the pub
lic - including tapes of all sessions - so that par
ents can learn what pro-"gay" school programs are 
being promoted in the name of tolerance. 

"If GLSEN [Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education 
Network] has nothing to hide, then make it easy for 
parents to find out what's going on at these confer
ences," LaBarbera sa id. "We know that GLSEN is 
not honest with students about the serious health 
risks associated specifically with homosexual behav
ior." 

"GLSEN is now recognized by several major 

school districts and state education systems as an 'of
ficial' consulting group on homosexuality-related is
sues. Yet most parents and education professionals 
have no idea of the harmful agendas advanced by 
this organization," said CFI senior policy analyst Pe
ter LaBarbera. 

GLSEN is holding its annual conference in Los 
Angeles October 4-6. Among the scheduled sessions 
are: 

•:• Mobilizing Young Same Gender Loving Men"; 
•:• "Responding Effectively to the Right Wing" -

an ail-day session led by staffers with Political Re
search Associates, a leftist group that specializes in 
providing mislead ing propaganda about conserva
tives to the media; 

•:• Transgender Mind, Body, Spirit - an ail-day 
session. GLSEN celebrates cross-dressing and distrib
utes classroom materials such as "Jesse's Dream Skirt" 
and "In Mommy's High Heels" to elementary-age 
boys; 

·:·Using Music to Deconstruct the Heterosexist 
Meaning of Family; 

Keynote speaker Brian Graden of MTV - MTV 
is a leade r in glamorizing homosexual behavior to 
young people through programs such as Undressed 
and The Real World. 
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Indianapolis Rejects Domestic Partner Benefits 
$Against seemingly overwhelming odds, pro

family activists won a victory on July 23 in India
napolis when the City Council voted 5-3 against 
mandating domestic partner health benefits for ho
mosexual sex partners of city employees. 

Reasons to Oppose Homosexuality Codes in Schools 
$"Sexual Orientation" codes undermine stu

dents' deeply held religious convictions. Homo
sexual behavior is wrong (and illegal in some states), 
and is regarded as sinful by many students of various 
faiths and ethnic backgrounds. 

Homosexual acts are unhealthy - especially for 
males. Like smoking, alcohol and drug abuse, they 
should be discouraged. Dangerous behavior that 
shortens a person's life should never be promoted to 
impressionable students. 

"Sexual Orientation" codes lead to escalating ho
mosexual activism in schools. (This has happened in 
schools across the United States.) 

1. "Sexual Orientation" codes undermine parental 
rights by enforcing a pro-"gay" orthodoxy in schools 
that overrides moral lessons and beliefs taught at 
home. 

2. "Sexual Orientation" codes are used to discrimi
nate - and propagandize - against students and 
groups (like the Boy Scouts) that oppose homosexu
ality. 

3. "Sexual Orientation" codes may open schools 
up to lawsuits from parents whose children are mis
led into dangerous behavior. 

4. "Sexual Orientation" codes draw more homo
sexual teachers to the schools in which they are en
forced. 

5. "Sexual Orientation" codes encourage homo
sexual teachers to be "gay" activists in the classroom, 
and to proudly discuss their homosexuality with stu
dents. 

6. "Sexual Orientation" codes lead to the adoption 
of pro-homosexual curricula, such as pro-"gay mar
riage" lesson plans. 

7. "Sexual Orientation" codes are used to justify 
the pro-"gay" indoctrination of very young children. 
(Homosexual activists aggressively defend their ef
forts to mold young minds, even in kindergarten.) 

8. "Sexual Orientation" codes pave the way for 
pro-homosexual teacher and "diversity" training. 
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9. "Sexual Orientation" codes distort traditional 
civil rights by equating immoral, changeable behavior 
with racial, ethnic and religious tolerance. 
10. "Sexual Orientation" codes encourage school

children to embrace "gay," bisexual and 
"transgender" identities and then proudly share them 
with other students. 
11. "Sexual Orientation" codes, once in place, are 

very difficult to remove. 
12. Schools can protect all students from bullying 

through blanket protection policies that do not 
specify special criteria, groups or behaviors. 
13. Educators can make their schools safe for every 

student without promoting the acceptance of homo
sexuality (Staff Report - Culture & Family). 

Measuring tbe Nature of Nurture 
OWhen babies cry in America today, it's normal 

for someone to rush to his or her side, gather them 
up and try to ease their slightest discomfort. 

That was not the case 100 years ago, when 
childcare experts warned American parents not to 
kiss, cuddle or play with their young children, lest 
they ruin them. 

"When you a~e tempted to pet your child, re
member that mother love is a dangerous instru
ment," warned John B. Watson, a national authority 
on behavioral science who became head of the 
American Psychological Association in 1915. The 
Watson approach was undone in the 1950s, thanks 
in part to experiments with baby monkeys per
formed by Wisconsin psychologist Harry Harlow. 

Modern parents may know that hugging a child 
is important, but "science was way slow at getting 
this right," said Deborah Blum, a Pulitzer Prize-win
ning writer who has written about Mr. Harlow's in
fluential experiments in a new book, "Love at Goon 
Park: Harry Harlow and the Science of Affection" 
(The Washington Times, Oct. 15, 2002). 

C::athoUcism Against Itself 
by 0. c. Lambert 

Statements in this volume on the history of the Catholic 
Church, the development of her hierarchy, elaborate doc
trines, and attitude toward our government and the liberties 
we cherish are copied word-for-word from official books ofthe 
Catholic Church, with titles and page numbers given. So the 
author in complete faimess allows the church to speak for 
herself. 0933672942, 127 pgs. paperback, 4•xs¥.z• 
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Titanit Teens 
{il"Public health officials and doctors have been 

fighting teen pregnancy for decades now. 
"I myself worked for nearly a decade prescribing 

birth control to teens. I believed that oral contracep
tion was the most powerful weapon I had to help 
teens avoid life-altering dilemmas. But I realize now 
that what we've been doing has been akin to rear
ranging the deck chairs on the Titanic. We now face 
a gargantuan consequence of that sexual freedom: At 
the same time teen pregnancies declined, the STD 
[sexually transmitted diseases] epidemic shot 
through the roof. The sexual freedom that birth con
trol allows teens has done a good deal to promote 
the rise in disease. 

"Condoms are no answer either. Condoms do 
little to prevent many viral infections spread by skin
to-skin contact, especially HIV and herpes." - Dr. 
Meg Meeker, from her new book, Epidemic: How 
Teen Sex Is Killing Our Kids. 

Demoting Abstinente 
{?}The New Jersey Education Association invited 

three experts on teenage sexual activity to speak at its 
annual convention but withdrew the invitation when 
it discovered they promote the abstinence message. 

The New Jersey Coalition for Abstinence Educa
tion, an outreach of the New Jersey Family Policy 
Counsel, was scheduled to present a workshop for 
teachers at the convention, as were New Jersey doc
tors Joanna Mohn, M .D., and James Thompson, 
M.D. (townhall. com, David Limbaugh Oct. 23, 
2002). 

Fired Betause of E-mail 
!9l Rochester, NY - A man fired from Eastman 

Kodak said giving his opinion in an e-mail lead to his 
termination. 

Kodak's diversity group sent out an e-mail asking 
employees to "be supportive" of colleagues who 
choose to come out on Gay and Lesbian Coming-Out 
Day. 

Rolf Szabo replied to the memo telling the com
pany not to send him this type of information and 
that he found it "disgusting and offensive." 

"I said it and I meant it. I'm not going to rake it 
back," Szabo said. 

Although Szabo does not condone the gay li f
estyle, he said this isn't a gay issue. Rather, he said, 
it's an issue of. Kodak crossing the line via e-mail. 

"I don' t need this to do my job. It has nothing to 
do with gay. It could've been any other topic. It's just 

that enough is enough. We really don't need this to 
do our jobs," he said. 

Szabo said Kodak wanted him to sign a letter ad
mitting he was wrong. He said after he refused, he was 
fired. A Kodak spokesperson said Kodak won't com
ment about personnel issues, but did say that any is
sues related to the treatment of employees are univer
sal. 

Perfidy 
!?l High School kids are lying, cheating and com

mitting petty thievery, and are not ashamed of it, ac
cording to a study released by the Josephson Insti
tute of Ethics. 

The biennial study found that 74 percent of 
those polled admitted to cheating on an exam once 
in the past year. Nearly four out of 10 adolescents 
acknowledged stealing during that time, and 93 per
cent confessed they lied to their parents. 

Half the respondents actually approved of lying 
occasionally to save money, w hile 37 percent were 
willing to lie to land a good job. And virtually all of 
them- 95 percent- thought they would get away 
with the dishonesty. 

The study's results are scary. 

.. 
Immortality -
All of Us Will Be Somewhe•·e 
Forever 
by Thomas Warren, Ph.D. 

A study of what happens after physical 
death of humans - where they will be 
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Smoldering Issue 
OA joint research project by Dartmouth College 

and Dartmouth Medical School in Hanover, N.H., 
last December linked smoking in movies to adoles
cents taking up smoking. Researchers polled about 
5,000 middle school students, ages 9 to 15, from Ver
mont and New Hampshire. They found that nearly 32 
percent of the students who had seen movies with 
high smoking rates had tried cigarettes, while just 5 
percent of those who had seen films with few smoking 
sequences said they had lit up at one point. 

The research also found teens with the most expo
sure to movie smoking were more than 2 Y2 times as 
likely to pick up smoking as those with minor expo
sure to cinematic smoke scenes (The Washington 
Times, Oct. 14, 2002). 

West Virginia 
$The West Virginia State Board of Education 

voted 5-1 on October 17 to put a school-based "civil 
rights team project" on hold after being besieged by 
parents who complained that it promotes homosexu
ality and "gay" activist groups. 

Paul Sheridan, senior assistant to the West Virginia 
attorney general in the civil rights division, has sought 
to portray the "civil rights team" program as impartial 
and designed solely to stop bullying and protect all 
students. But Sheridan was embarrassed by the follow
ing verbatim "strategies" designed to change student 
attitudes about homosexuality - all listed in the 
program's faculty training manual, such as: 

+ "Change language that assumes everyone is or 
should be heterosexual (use 'partner' rather than girV 
boyfriend, 'permanent relationship' rather than mar
riage"); 

+[Urge students to:] "Wear a LesBiGay positive 
button or T-shirt occasionally, e.g., 'Straight but not 
narrow' [denigrating defenders of traditional sexual 
morality as narrow-minded] or 'I support gay & les
bian rights' or a pink triangle"; 

+ "Make your language inclusive, e.g., use part
ner, lover, significant other, family unit, etc., in place 
or in addition to boyfriend, girlfriend, wife, husband, 
etc. - in conversations and in papers, memos, etc. 

llealtiJ aad llomos 
OThe chief spokesman for the nation's largest 

homosexual pressure group said that a Focus on the 
Family ad in The Washington Post featuring the story 
of a woman who overcame lesbianism through her 
faith in Jesus was "almost like advertising cigarettes." 

David Smith, communications director for the 

3 0 ~~z;~:~d:~~! 

Human Rights Campaign, told the Post that he was 
disappointed that the paper would print an ad for "a 
movement that is clearly dangerous to the mental 
health of gay people." He said the text "goes right up 
to the line in terms of First Amendment protec
tions." Smith also lamented that the Washington 
Blade, a homosexual newspaper, was considering 
carrying an ad about the ex-"gay" movement. The 
Blade eventually declined to carry it. 

Dr. Tim Dailey's report from the Family Re
search Council: "The Negative Health Effects of Ho
mosexuality" gives the following information: 

+ Homosexual activists attempt to portray their 
lifestyle as normal and healthy, and insist that homo
sexual relationships are the equivalent in every way 
to their heterosexual counterparts. Hollywood and 
the media relentlessly propagate the image of the fit, 
healthy, and well-adjusted homosexual. The reality is 
quite opposite to this caricature, which was recently 
conceded by the homosexual newspaper New York 
Blade News: 

+ Reports at a national conference about sexually 
transmitted diseases indicate that gay men are in the 
highest risk group for several of the most serious dis
eases .... Scientists believe that the increased number 
of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) cases is there
sult of an increase in risky sexual practices by a 
growing number of gay men who believe HIV is no 
longer a life-threatening illness. 

+ Instability and promiscuity typically character
ize homosexual relationships. These two factors in
crease the incidence of serious and incurable STDs. 
In addition, some homosexual behaviors put practi
tioners at higher risk for a variety of ailments. 
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North Korea 
®While news of North Korea 's nuclear threat 

sweeps through our nation, their continued persecu
tion of [professing] Christians goes nearly untold. 
With only two registered churches in the entire 
country of North Korea, tens of thousands of [pro
fessing] Christians are forced to meet secretly lifting 
quiet voices and hymns up to their Heavenly Father. 
If a Christian is caught with a Bible or even verbally 
reciting a prayer, they along with their entire family, 
face arrest, torture, and a probable 15 -year prison 
term. Those caught distributing Bibles or preaching 
the gospel are often executed. 

Enduring some of the harshest persecution in the 
world, continued famine, and a possible threat of 
war, Christians caught in this "axis of evil" have be
come living martyrs as they cry out to God and the 
world-wide church to hear their cause. 

Growth 
®Socially conservative churches grew fastest in 

1990s, according to comprehensive survey of reli
gious congregations by Glenmary Research Center. 

Warning 
@Police in Pakistan hurriedly removed signs 

identifying churches set up in private homes, and 
fortified church and school buildings with sandbags. 
Authorities posted police outside church buildings 
and advised preachers and others to buy guns for 
self-defense. The threat came from Islamic extremist. 

Better Listen 
®Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, exiled in 1976 by the 

Soviet government, delivered the commencement 
address at Harvard University on June 8, 1978. H ere 
are some of his terse comments: 

•:• A decline in courage may be the most striking 
feature that an outside observer notices in the West 
today. 

•:• They get tongued-tied when they deal with 
powerful governments and threatening forces, with 
aggressors and international terrorists . ... 

•:• Mediocrity triumphs under the guise of demo
cratic restraints. 

·:• The defense of individual r ights has reached 
such extremes as to make society as a whole defense
less against certain individuals. 

•> The tilt of freedom toward evil has come about 
gradually, but it eventually stems fro m humanistic 
and benevolent concept. 

·:·Because instant and credible information is re-

quired, it become necessary [for media] .to resort to 
guesswork, rumors, and suppositions to fill the void. 

•:• We mix good and evil, right and wrong, and 
make space for the absolute triumph of absolute evil. 

•:• H ow did the West decline? ... It made man the 
measure of all things on earth - imperfect man .... 
If, as claimed by humanism, man were born only to 
be happy, he would not be born to die. Since his 
body is doomed to death, his task on earth evidently 
must be more spiritual : not total engrossment in ev
eryday life, not the search for better ways to obtain 
material goods and then carefree consumption. 

Is it true that man is above everything? Is there no 
Superior Spirit above him? 

Slippage 
Clf}The New York Times called attention to a docu

ment issued on August 12 in Washington by a group 
of American rabbis and Roman Catholic bishops. It is 
called "Reflections on Covenant and Mission" and 
argues the astonishing proposition that Catholics 
should not try to convert Jews. T he Bishop's Com
mittee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs sum
marizes, "The Catholic Church has come to recog
nize that its mission of preparing for the coming of 
the kingdom of God is one that is shared with Jewish 
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people, inasmuch as the jewish people also abide in 
covenant with God." The New York Times reporter 
summarized the meaning: "Put another way, your 
road to salvation is as good as mine." 

(Editorial comment: Simon Peter, referring to 
jesus Christ of Nazareth, said, "He is the stone which 
was set at nought of you the builders, which was 
made the head of the corner. And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any other name 
under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 
must be saved., The jewish rulers commanded Peter 
and john to not speak nor teach in the name of jesus. 
Peter and john responded, ~whether it is right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you rather than unto 
God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things 
which we saw and heard.,,) 

Bale Crimes laws 
0 Michel Houellebecq, a French author, was 

charged in a French court with "provoking racial ha
tred." In a magazine interview he had said, "The 
dumbest religion, after all, is Islam." The court held in 
favor of Houellebecq, but only on a technicality. The 
court held that he had expressed hatred of Islam, but 
not for Muslims. Another author, Italian-born Oriana 
Fallaci, also has problems in European Courts because 
of her new book, The Rage and the Pride. Because it 
pictures Islam in an unfavorable way the Movement 
Against Racism and for Friendship Among People has 
called for the book to be banned in France using the 
same law that nearly put Houellebecq in jail. The 
movement to silence people, particularly Christians, 

has gotten out of hand in most of Europe. In Swede~ 
the parliament has passed a constitutional amend
ment that makes it a crime to teach that homosexual 
behavior is immoral. Senators Ted Kennedy and 
Hillary Clinton are proposing the same type of legis
lation that is being. used to ban books and jail authors 
in France. Senator Ted Kennedy has many times pro
posed legislation making it a "hate crime" to insult ho
mosexuals. 

The Senate, is ready to allow Ted Kennedy's Sen
ate bill number S-625 onto the floor for a vote. The 
bill has 51 co-sponsors, which means it is almost cer
tain to pass unless someone has a change of heart 
and votes against this outrage. 

S-625 defines as a "hate crime" the intimidation 
of anyone "motivated by prejudice based on race, 
color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orien
tation or disability of the victim." This is not limited 
to violent acts, but to what anyone can define as 
"hostility." Under the Ted Kennedy bill, creating a 
"climate of hate" is a crime. 

That is, to state that wrong is wrong would no 
longer be all right. Under this legislation a Christian 
school could be shut down for refusing to hire a ho
mosexual to coach the soccer team or refusing to hire 
a Muslim to teach a Bible class! The Ted Kennedy
authored bill, which is promoted by Senator Hillary 
Clinton, would destroy free speech in the ·United 
States. 

It seems that some in America today think the 
"F" word is OK, but the Word of God is not OK ... 
because it tells the truth about immorality. Fp 

Why Reveal the Dark Sjde of the Gay Move111ent? 

Statistics tell us that gay sex is often tied to sub
stance abuse, promiscuity and unsafe sex prac
tices. A significant minority of gay men also 

participate in sadomasochism, public sex in bath
houses and group sex. 

Many people, both gay and straight, become curi
ous about this "dark side of life" and briefly dabble in 
it. Soon, however, they come to reject such things as 
degrading, destructive of their integrity as human be
ings, and "not who I am." Why, then, do such things 
maintain an enduring foothold in the gay community? 

This phenomenon is not restricted to a fringe of 
the gay subculture. Even Andrew Sullivan- a Catho-
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lie and well-known conservative in the gay movement 
- defends the "the beauty and mystery and spiritual
ity of sex, even anonymous sex" in his book Love 
Undetectable. 

And in a speech to a gathering of college students, 
the Rev. Mel White was also reported by Pastoral Care 
Ministries Newsletter (Spring 2000) to have said that 
he does not "struggle" with pornography, but uses it. 
The reverend· is the leader of Soulforce, a gay group 
that pickets Protestant denominational meetings to 
push for the blessing of same-sex unions. 

Writers Gabriel Rotello (author of Sexual Ecol
ogy) and Michelangelo Signorile (Life Outside) are 



both conservatives in the sense that they have spoken 
out strongly about the dangers of irresponsible sex 
and sexually transmitted diseases, and have taken ran
corous criticism from the gay community's more radi
cal faction. 

Yet when Signorile speaks of the "rauch y, imper
sonal atmosphere" of sex in public parks and bath
rooms, he is careful to note that he, himse lf, wou ld 
never judge it: 

"There's nothing morally wrong with this- and 
I say that as someone who has certainly had my 
share of hot public sex, beginning when I was a teen
ager and well into my adulthood" ("Nostalgia Trip," 
by Michaelangelo Signorile, The Gay and Lesbia1l Re
view, Spring 1998, V. 5, No.2, p. 27). 

Similarly, Gabriel Rotello says he has been ma
ligned for his role as a so-called "moralistic crusader" 
against unsafe sex. Yet he explains: 

Let me simply say that I have no moral objection 
to promiscuity, provided it doesn't lead to mas
sive epidemics of fata l diseases. I enjoyed the 
'70s, I didn't th ink there was anything morally 
wrong with the lifesty le of the baths. I believe 
that for many people, promiscuity can be mean
ingful, l iberating and fun ('This is Sexual Ecol
ogy,' Gabriel Rotello, The Gay and Lesbian Re
view, Spring 1998, V. 5, No. 2, p. 24). 

Taking a Closer Look 
When NARTH's literature describes the dark side of 
the gay movement, this is not done for the purpose 
of moralizing or gay bashing. Our primary purpose is 
to identify and understand a psychological parrern. 

Mainstream psychologists are usually roo con
flicted (or simply uninformed) ro acknowledge any 
pattern or assign any significance ro this sexual radi
calism. 

Indeed, much of the language of psychologists has 
been purged of evaluative judgment that could ex
plain the meaning and significance of a particular be
havior. A 1975 Dictionary of Psychology stares that 
"fetishism, homosexuality, exhibitionism, sadism and 
masochism are the most common types of perver
sion. " Now, 25 years later, the word "perversion" is 
never used for any of those conditions; they are 
known as "deviations" or "variations." 

Emotional Deficits Become Sexual Fixations 
But because homosexuality is deficit-based, rhe dark 
side of gay life- characterized by sexual addictions 
and fixa tions - keeps stubbornly emerging, in spite 
of public-rel~tions efforts ro submerge it. 

Culture Facts, an online publication of Family 
Research Council, recently reported on a street fair 
that illustra tes this paradox. The fair was sponsored in 
part by the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) and 
Nationa l Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF) -
two very prominent groups committed ro main
streaming and normalizing homosexuality. 

Yet that event featured public whippings, body 
piercing, public sex, sado-masochism, and public 
naked ness by parade marchers. Fair booths sold 
bumper stickers that said, "God masturbates," and "I 
Worship Saran," and merchants peddled studded dog 
collars and leather whips (not for their dogs). O n the 
sidelines of the public fair, a man dressed as a Catholic 
nun was strapped to a cross with his buttocks exposed, 
and on lookers were invited to whi p him fo r a two
dollar donation . 

H ow long can psychologists be in denial about the 
significance of the dark side, and ignore what it im
plies about the homosexual condition? 

And there's a matter of even greate r concern. 
How long will psychologists eagerly throw open the 
door to gay life for every sexually confused teenager ? 

j oseph Nicolosi, Ph.D. 
President 

National Association 
of Research and Therapy of Homosexuals 

FF 

Sounding Brass 
and Clanging Cymbals 
The history and significance 
of instrumental music in the 
Restoration Movement (1827 -1968) 

J.E.Choate 
William Woodson 

"After an orderly recounting of the historical changes year 
by year, they [the authors] show the significance of the use 
of instrumental music with reference to the restoration 
motto, unity and the loss of respect for Bible authority . ... 
The authors show conclusively that the church did not di-· 
vide over sectional and cultural issues ... but rather because 
of the introduction of instrumental music, the missionary 
society, and a liberal attitude toward the authority of the 
Bible." 

E. Claude Gardner 
President Emeritus, Fread-Hardeman University 

$18.95 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367-6216 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: How do we know singing in the early 
church was congregational? The classic texts on 

this subject, from what I can ascertain, are not neces
sarily in the context of worship services? 

Response: The "classic texts on this subject" are 
Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16. They 

say, 
And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speak
ing to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in 
your hearts to the Lord. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one an
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

While nothing in their contexts suggests the as
sembly is under particular consideration, the texts 
themselves show clearly they are not referring to 
something done by one person in private. They say 
to speak to one another; to teach and admonish one 
another. One does not do that alone. 

We may certainly sing praises to God when we 
are alone, even in the shower, but that is not what 
this passage says to do. We are here urged to sing to 
teach and encourage each other. 

Second century testimony affirms that Christians 
continued to sing in their assemblies. 

Pliny the Younger was appointed by the Roman 
emperor Trajan, who reigned A.D. 98-117, to over
see the affairs of Bythinia in Asia Minor. He wrote 
a letter to Trajan which shows that Christians who 
persisted in their faith were being executed. He says, 
"They (Christians) affirmed, however, the whole of 
their guilt or error was that they were in the habit of 
meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, 
when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, 
as to a God, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, 
not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any 
fraud, theft, adultery," etc. (Pliny, Letters X.XCVI, 
addressed to the Emperor Trajan). 

Around A.D. 117 Ignatius of Antioch was trans-
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ported by soldiers from Antioch to Rome for martyr
dom as a Christian. While on this journey he wrote 
letters to several churches with which he was famil
iar. In one he says, "Now all of you together become 
a choir so that being harmoniously in concord and 
receiving the key note from God, in unison you may 
sing with one voice through Jesus Christ to the Fa
ther" (Ignatius, Ephesians 4 ). These writings are not 
inspired and do not, therefore possess the authority 
of the Bible. They reflect errors, particularly in re
gard to church organization, that were already begin
ning to appear. However, they add evidence to the 
biblical impression that the early church was accus
tomed to singing as part of worship to God and edifi
cation of one another in their assemblies. 

Those who profess to be Christians, encompass
ing practically all varieties and persuasions across the 
centuries, have sung praises to God, and taught and 
encouraged one another through song, as part of 
their worship assemblies. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

by Bruce R. Curd 

Here is the issue. Is the atti tude, the motivation, that leads one 
to wed an unbeliever a good attitude or a bad one? Is one who 
subordinates spiritual interests to physical interests being 
motivated by righteous desires or not? Is the one who yokes 
with the unbeliever exhibiting a holy desire to put the kingdom 
of Christ first in his life. The religion of Christ is not something 
that we do occasionallly as a part of our lives, irather it is all 
consuming and must govern every decision that we make. This 
book reflects scholarly research, reasoneq logic, and above all, 
an appeal to the authority of the scriptures. Third edition; 
revised. BKLA04, paperback, 260 pgs. 

$9.95 
$3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



Directory 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

- Alaska-

Melbourne- Church ar North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-226 1. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main Sr. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (56 1) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangel ist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p. m. ( 1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 

Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L. Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.nct 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Ohio-
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn , ncar Dayton and Wright-Pancrson 
87640 1, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-301 1 or (907) AFB., 922 s. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1 162. 

-Alabama-
Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-896 1 or 
778-8955 . 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

- Colorado -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer -Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1·85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-722 1 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526·2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - Lantana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (615) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
Jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

-Texas-
Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-12 19. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home o f Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p. m. , Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr. , Exit off 59 
Loop on 1-lwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (210) 496- 1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5 :30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ncr, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne - High Plains Church of Christ, 421 
E. 8th Sr.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Larger print than standard dictionaries 

Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate 
Dictionary: 
Larger Format 
lQlh edition 

This is the size of print in dictionary. 

Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
0877797110 

$34.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari"9 & Sharif19 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/•'. 
paperback. 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q,uestious 
audAnswers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $14.95 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $19.99 

54.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket -sized book 
(3W'x514") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

CJ)an\e( a ~ropftet oJ God 
by Rex A . Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age Is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit." 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that all these religious people disagree, including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis ol the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spiril and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • S3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I"MM""' The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able lor young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1-888-367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 
page, $45 lor a hall page, $30 lor a quarter page, $20 lor 3-4 inches, $10 lor 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 

We bill lor all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430·0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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Special gift edition 

-victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by l o ttie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enligh1men1, s1reng1h, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings; 
hardback; presentation page included. 8KE1106H8 

$10.95 plus $2.50 s&h. 
Texa> re>idenl> •dd 8.25% r•• 

O rder from Firm Foundation 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's Firat People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKAV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
alter each story. BKAV02 hb, 266 pgs. 
Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$ 12.99 ea. 
$4.25 s&h lor both • $3.50 lor one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Sames, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, lor 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he Is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This sedion is ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 

designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jprophet@quik.com. All family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for _st_a_. _2,_H_ou_m_a_,_LA_7_0_3_6_o_. ------
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
A small congregation in south central Kentucky 
needs a young minister. If interested call (270) 
457-3261, 487-8660, 457-4618, 457-2032. 

The Olympia Church of Christ in Olympia, 
Washington is seeking a full-time pulpit minister 
interested in working with an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in the community. He also 
must have a supportive family ~ho are also active 
in the work of the church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualifications. Duties will include pulpit 
ministry, teaching, ministering to the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include r~sum~, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Anchorage Church of Christ is looking for a Youth 
and Family minister. BA in Bible with emphasis in 
youth ministry preferred; must not be seeking pulpit 
or other positions; married with children or 
planning a family. Live in Anchorage, AK with a 
long-term commitment to the congregation. A full
time position will include working with teens and 
families, working closely with pulpit minister, being 
an important resource for members through regular 
teaching, occasional preaching, directing youth 
program, coordinate family activities, lead in public 
worship, direct camp sessions, direct family camp, 
edit family focus newsletter, visitation. Please send 
rmam~ to Anchorage Church of Christ, Attn. Craig 
Decker, 2700 DeBarr Rd., Anchorage, AK 99508 
(907) 272-7584. Email anccofc@alaska.net. 
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Year2003 
Wall Calendar 

· 23• wide x 34• high • 12 months showing 

1-3 calendars ••• $5.50 s&h 
4-18 calendars ..... 7.50 s&h 

19-25 calendars ••••• 9.50 s&h 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
We do not bill for this. 
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Alaska is a land of opportunity with many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage Church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who shepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 
ministries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for children of all ages. We 
seek a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Christian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven to serve. He 
should be able to work closely with elders, deacons 
and members to harmoniously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, teaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word for his every work. His preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. If interested, please send a r~sum~, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes to, 
Search Committee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Decker at cragd@thgcpa.com 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary ( 118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/• • x7~ •x 3/e" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.50 

Large Print New Testament 
•Hardback 
•12 pt. type 
•size 5• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 

• Name In gold •••••••••••• $4.00/llne 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send r~sum~ and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

The Loveland Church of Christ, Loveland, CO, 
(50 mi north of Denver), is a congregation of over 
250 people with 4 elders. Seeking a youth/family 
minister whose primary focus will be teaching and 
encouraging growth in youth and family life of 
this congregation. He should have excellent 
interpersonal skills, strong organization and 
planning abilities, at least 2 years experience, and 
have a wife supportive of the ministry. Refer to 
www.llcoc.org for complete job description. Send 
r6sume to Loveland Church of Christ, 4100 S. 
Tah, Loveland, CO 80537, Attn: Youth/Family 
Ministry Screening Committee or email to 
drstanley928@aol.com. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Preacher libraries - getting out of preaching or 
know of a preacher's library that is just collecting 
dust? If you would consider donating or selling 
your books, please call (435) 586-4443. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. · 

The Living Oracles 
Translation of the Bible 

by Alexander Campbell 
1826 

$19.99 
plus $3.75 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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lndex2002 
Articles 

Address by Don H. Morris 
at the ACC Faculty Meeting .................................. Nov. p. 21 

Answering Homosexuals' FAQ .......................•.•...•... Nov. p. 14 
Bishop's Doubts Split United Methodists ................... Dec. p. 23 
"Godless Americans" Plan March on Washington ..... Oct. p. 18 
Gay Teachers 'Come Out' in Classroom ................... Sept. p. 18 
Homosexual Church .................................................. Dec. p. 12 
Homosexual Culture Undercuts Priesthood .............. June p. 24 
Hooks' Speech at Southwestern Divisive ................... ·Oct. p. 22 
Http://Www.Fcc.Gov/Eb/Broadcast/Obscind.Html .... Aug. p. 33 
J. Gresham Machen's Response to Modernism ........• Dec. p. 18 
Jew Defends Evangelical Christians, A .................•..... Dec. p. 20 
Manual of Hadith, A .....................••...............•........... June p. 20 
NEA and Religion ...................................................... Aug. p. 25 
Spirit .......•.........................................•..............•......... Mar. p. 20 
Ten Commandments Display .................................... Mar. p. 32 
That You May Know .................................................. Dec. p. 22 
Tribute to Pat Morris - RIP, A ....•............•.•................ Mar. p. 14 
Vedantam, Shankar Sugar Pill Is Hard to Beat .......••• Nov. p. 33 
Welfare •.•....•.•••.•.•.......................•.•.............................• July p. 24 
Why Reveal the Dark Side 
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The Daily Cross 
By Robert Holl is 

I f anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself, take up his cross daily, and follow 
me (Luke 9:23). 

Certainly, our cross is not the cross of Christ. A 
few years ago there was a man walking across the 
country with a wooden cross on his back. He had 
rollers on it and a pad to relieve his shoulders. But it 
was not the death burden Jesus carried from Jerusa
lem so long ago. Nor is anything of the sort the 
"daily cross" Jesus ·means for us to carry. 

Please notice a few reflections on the cross of 
Christ. 

First, it was the purpose or duty for which Jesus 
came to earth. "Now my heart is troubled, and what 
shall I say, 'Father save me from this hour?' No, it 
was for this very reason I came to this hour" Qohn 
13 :27). 

Second, the cross makes plain to us the serious
ness of sin and our need for holiness and a new way 
of living. "He Himself bore our sins in His body on 
the tree, so that we might die to sins and live fo r 
righteousness" (1 Pet. 2 :24 ). 

Third, the cross of Jesus led to the crown. Be
cause of the cross, "God highly exalted H im to the 
highest place and gave H im the name that is above 
every name" (Phil. 2 :9) 

To "deny self " means giving up our will for the 
will of Christ. This is a basic change that happens in 
true conversion. ''As a result, he does not live the rest 

of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather 
for the will of God" (1 Pet. 4:2). Note the contrast in 
life's purpose. And is there a real difference between 
living now "for the will of God" and that inspiring 
challenge to "follow me"? 

In what way do we follow Jesus by taking up our 
daily cross? From the previous reflections three 
things may be observed. 

First, taking up our cross will mean a life filled 
with a sense of duty. Jesus did the ultimate "dirty 
job" because of his love for us. The person following 
Jesus can expect to do the thankless tasks that love 
alone can make bearable. 

Second, living "for righteousness" will give us a 
sense of service as Jesus served (Matt. 20:28). 

Third, there is a reward for those who do 
humble, daily serv ice fo r the Lord (Matt. 23 : 12; 
25:21 ). 

How do all these high ideals work out in the 
grind and discouragements of the real world? Let us 
consider Paul's advice to slaves to obey their masters 
"with sincerity of heart, just as you would Christ" 
(Eph. 6:5) . "Serve w holeheartedly as if you were 
serving the Lord, not men" (v. 7) . Slaves were at the 
bottom o f society. Yet they are expected to make 
their daily duties a service for the glory of God and 
Christ. The job of motivation and seeing our lives as 
purposeful and meaningful is a "do it yourself " 
project. If slaves could do it, what is our excuse? 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Nosiness 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Somebody who pries, impertinently and in
trusively, into other people's affairs is 
boorish, and, like stick-tacklers in hockey, 

deserves time in the penalty box. 
Simon, the son of Jon as, specifically tells 

us to avoid murder, stealing, evil, and ... and ... 
and ... and ... "meddling in other men's mat
ters" (1 Pet. 4 :15). "Meddling," by the way, 
means, " interfering in somebody's else's con
cerns." 

Does it seem strange to you that the Holy Spirit would tell us, 
by the pen of Peter, not to be killers, thieves, vile ... and .. . to 
avoid sticking our noses into other people's business. 

Do these go together? 
A Chinese historian said , "A multitude of evilly disposed 

people stir up strife, just as a crowd of mosquitoes can make a 
noise like thunder." (Forgive me, but I cannot help but think 
about gossip columns in religious papers- and private letters that 
assail the integrity of the slaves of another- see Romans 14:4.) 

Wicked people accomplish wondrous acts, and predict amaz
ing things on the basis of their knowledge of the scripture. 

There is, of course, a difference in a legitimate correction of 
incorrect teaching, and in sticking your nose into the affairs of an
other person. One has to do with purity of doctrine, and the other 
is inserting your proboscis into your neighbor's soup. One is legiti
mate, and the other is unlawful. One is public, and the other is pri
vate. 

We have an obligation, before God, to investigate (and con
firm, or reject) any supposed biblical teaching, but we have no 
spiritual license to pry in to the private life of a fellow disciple, ex
cept to "restore such a one in the spirit of gentleness, looking to 
thyself lest thou also be tempted" (Ga l. 6: 1). Notice, please, "in 
the spirit of gentleness." 

Just here it might be a good idea to take another look at 
Matthew 18:15-20- and this time try to get the point. 

And how about, "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so ful
fill the law of Christ," or is that the kind of law that can be ig
nored? 

"And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, 
and to work with your hands, even as we charged you" (1 Thess. 
4:11). 

Albert Barnes makes the following comment on this verse: 



Orderly, peaceful; living in the practice of the calm virtues of 
life is required of every believer. The duty to which he [Paul] ex
horts them [Christians] is that of being subordinate to the laws; 
of avoiding all tumult and disorder; of calmly pursuing their 
regular avocations, and of keeping themselves from all the as
semblages of the idle, the restless, and the dissatisfied. No Chris
tian should be engaged in a mob; none should be identified with 
the popular excitements that lead to disorder and to the disre
gard of the laws. 

The word rendered 'ye study,' means properly, 'to love honor, 
to be ambitious;' and here means the same as when we say 'to 
make it a point of honor to do so and so.' Robinson's Lexicon 
says 'It is to be regarded as a sacred duty; a thing in which our 
honor is concerned.' Every man should regard himself as dis
graced who is concerned in a mob [or a disorderly bunch who 
constantly attempt to run everybody's business but their own, 
which is usually in shambles]. 

'And to do your own business'- [Disciples of Christ] are to 
attend to their own concerns, without interfering with the affairs 
of others. The injunction here is one of the beautiful precepts of 
Christianity so well adapted to promote the good order and the 
happiness of society. It would prevent the impertinent and unau
thorized prying into the affairs of others, to which many are so 
prone, and produce that careful attention to what properly be
longs to our calling in life, which leads to thrift, order, and com
petence. Religion teaches no man to neglect his business. It re
quires no one to give up an honest calling and to be idle. It asks 
no one to forsake a useful occupation; unless he can exchange it 
for one more useful. It demands, indeed, that we shall be willing 
so far to suspend our ordinary labors as to observe the Sabbath; 
to maintain habits of devotion; to improve our minds and hearts 
by the study of truth, to cultivate the social affections, and to do 
good to others as we have an opportunity; but it makes no one 
idle, and it countenances idleness in no one. 

If everyone paid attention to his own business he would have 
no time to intrude into other people's personal lives. It is alarming 
that well-meaning but unthinking members of the church spend 
their time in trying to fine-tune the lives of others under the guise 
of "contending for the faith." 

They seem to think that maintaining doctrinal purity includes 
probing into the personal activities of all who come within the 
scope of their scrutiny. 

In discussing Bible subjects let us examine the Holy Scriptures 
fully and carefully to discover what is true and to avoid what is 
false, but let us do so without prying. Or, to put it blunt words, 
"Mind your own business." 

For we hear of some that walk among you disorderly, that 
work not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that with quiet
ness they work, and eat their own bread. But ye, brethren, be not 
weary in well-doing (2 Thess. 3:11-13). 

And withal they [younger widows] learn also to be idle, going 
about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also 
and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not (1 Tim. 
5:13). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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What Can I Do? 
By Raymond Elliott 

H ave you ever felt overwhelmed with a feel
ing of inadequacy when you observe some 
of the situations in life? There are scenes on 

television that depict wars being fought on foreign 
soils in which not only the soldiers but innocent ci
vilians are killed. News reports fill our minds with 
the facts that thousands of people are actually starv
ing to death because of an acute shortage of food. 
You learn of embittered conflicts being waged be
tween citizens of the same country and even of the 
same city wherein people of all ages are murdered or 
maimed for life. Practically every day stories are 
brought to our attention of injustices abounding in 
our own land. Because of the greed of some, the 
poor and illiterate are taken advantage of and are 
caused to suffer in various ways. 

Then there are the aged who are lonely. Because 
of inflation, they are deprived of proper food and 
other necessities of life. The nursing homes are filled 
with the old and infirm. All know those who are 
very sick, some with terminal diseases. Others are 
plagued with emotional problems. There are indi
viduals whose hearts are broken due to the untimely 
death of a child, the passing of a parent, or one's 
mate. It seems that on every hand, we find the 
downtrodden, the bereaved, the oppressed, and the 
brokenhearted. 

Thus, we ask ourselves the question, "What can I 
do?" The problems of this world are so complex and 
vast, and I am but one person with limited ability 
and resources, we declare. Many rush to assist in 
good works that are needful in our society that deal 
with b~nevolent and humanitarian deeds. But, is this 
enough? Is there something I can do as an individual 
for my fellowman that will enrich his/her life beyond 
all physical and material aid? The answer is a simple 
""' "As , 1es. a child of God, I can teach them of God 
and his love an~ of Jesus and his. vicarious death for 
all of mankind. With the Bible in my hand and love 
in my heart, I can lead them to salvation in Christ by 
relating the facts to believe, the commands to be 
obeyed and the assurances and promises given to all 
who would obey the Christ (1 Cor. 15:1-3; Mark 
16:15-16; Acts 2:38). There is no greater gift in this 

~ ~~a~und~3~! 

world that I could inform them of than the redemp
tion that is in Jesus Christ. 

My brethren, we cannot afford to deprive dying 
humanity of this knowledge. Every sinner led to 
Christ is one less person who will be serving Satan. I 
urge you to begin right now, where you are, while 
you can, to teach others of Jesus Christ. 

210 Golson Rd. 
Fort Deposit~ AL 36030 
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The Daily Cross 
(continued from page 1) 

In sports and in business, our society is quite as
tute at motivation. The simple tasks of daily duty 
ought to be transformed by our personal devotion to 
the greater glory, "as serving the Lord." 

The sense of daily duty that is so much a part of 
the life of Christ is a theme also of every Christian's 
task. The child Jesus says, "I must be about my 
Father's business" (Luke 2:49 KJV). 

And Jesus had a sense of urgency to pass on in 
this regard, "As long as it is day we must do the work 
of Him who sent me. Night is coming when no one 
can work" ijohn 9:4). The devotion that the writer 
of Hebrews urges upon Christians is of the same 
kind of intensity. "Therefore, since we are sur
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us then 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles us and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). That con
cept, of a definite racecourse for our feet and keep
ing on in the race, is really of the same sense as the 
daily cross. And Jesus requires this commitment of 
those who consider following him. It should be 
preached as a part of the first principles of Christ. 

140 Crestwood 
Haughton, LA 71037 

Need a Bible? Call Firm Foundation. 
888-36 7-6216 - toll-free 
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Beauty 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

H man.beings are fascinated, not only by the 
xistence and revolutions of the moon, but 
lso by its beauty. The moon serves a utili

tarian purpose in regulating the months and the 
tides, and it also serves an aesthetic purpose to earth 
dwellers. Up close it is neither utilitarian nor beauti
ful, but from a quarter of a million miles its yellow 
crescent or its white full-orbed splendor does some
thing to everyone, especially to lovers. Did the 
moon's Maker have something in mind for earth 
dwellers both practically and aesthetically? 

When one turns his eyes from the moon back 
to the earth, and examines a rose, several ques
tions arise. How did it arrive? Why is it so sym
metrically shaped and beautifully colored and deli
cately perfumed? If there is no practical value, did 
the rose's Maker have an appreciation for things of 
beauty? Did he put in humans a corresponding 
sense of appreciation of symmetry, of colors, and of 
fragrance? 

If one tries to make a list of beautiful things, he 
becomes exhausted. Long before the apples of the 
Shenandoah Valley in Virginia become utilitarian 
nourishment, that valley in blossom season is more 
than any artist can imagine. 

Also, spring time in the Rocky Mountains has 
something more than mining and ranching. 

Furthermore, sunrise at sea is more than another 
earth revolution. The scientific explanation of a sun
rise at sea leaves something to be desired: "the earth 
revolves until its tangent plane coincides once more 
with the solar azimuth." 

The songs of the nightingale, the fragrance of a 
violet, the smile of a friend, the sparkle in an eye, all 
have an attractiveness difficult to define, but lovely 
and real. 

Both Plato (427-347 B.C.) and Aristotle (384-
322 B.C.) engaged themselves in the discussion of 
beauty. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) was gripped in 
deep admiration reflecting on the beauty of "the 
starry heavens." 

Life is real and beauty is real, and it appears that 
the Creator of both must be alive and aesthetic. Ap
parently only humans have a contemplative faculty 

able to appreciate beauty. "Man is the only animal 
that decorates" (William H. Davis, professor of phi
losophy, Auburn University). 

A theist has no trouble explaining either the ex
istence of beauty or its appreciation. But an evolu
tionist, yoked with a survival of the fittest doctrine, 
finds himself with nothing to say. Evolutionist Tho
mas Huxley was very honest about his difficulty: 

One thing that weighs with me against pessi
mism and tells for a benevolent author of the 
universe is my enjoyment of scenery and music. I 
do not see how they can have helped in the 
struggle for existence. They are gratuitous gihs 
t>arwinism, p. 478, further documentation not 

available). 
The scholarly and eloquent philosopher F.R. 

Tennant, saying, "Some men enter His Temple by the 
Gate Beautiful," was not hesitant to list beauty as 
one of the solid pillars of theism, and that "if the the
ism contained in this statement is rejected, explana
tion does not seem to be forthcoming" (Philosophical 
Theology, Cambridge: University Press, I, 1928; II, 
1930; reprint, 1956, II, 91£). 

Dennis "the Menace," as he looked up at some 
beautiful clouds, said to his little friend, "If heaven is 
that beautiful on the bottom, how beautiful it must 
be on top." 

Mrs. A.S. Bridgewater wrote "How Beautiful 
Heaven Must Be": 

We read of a place that's called heaven, 
It's made for the pure and free; 
These truths in God's word He has given, 
How beautiful heaven must be. 
In heaven, no drooping, nor pining, 
No wishing for else where to be, 
God's light is forever there shining, 
How beautiful heaven must be. 
Pure waters of life there are flowing 
And all who will drink may be free; 
Rare jewels of splendor are glowing, 
How beautiful heaven must be. 
How beautiful heaven must be, 
Sweet home of the happy and free; 
Fair haven of rest for the weary, 
How beautiful heaven must be. 

5535 E. Evergreen #7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
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(Tom Gardner of Fort Worth requested that we· rerun an article from the book, The Model Church, pub
lished more than 45 years ago. G. C. Brewer, a clear thinker and excellent writer, produced the piece. Believing 
that brother Brewer,s reasoning will be helpful to the church today, we are printing excerpts from the chapter 
dealing with removing a bishop from his office. As in all things we are governed exclusively by what the Bible 
teaches. Before dealing with the unmaking of an elder, we should give a summary of how elders are selected and 
appointed. [There is a difference in selecting and appointing.] The local church is to make an uninhibited selec
tion of men who posses qualifications set forth in scripture, and the evangelist is to appoint those whom the 
brethren have selected. This is how an elder is made - or put into office. A disciple in a local congregation may 
have all of the qualifications of an elder, but if the saints do not regard him as a leader and therefore do not se
lect him to serve, he may not- must not- be appointed. Elders are (1) qualified men (2) selected by the local 
church, and (3) appointed by the preacher.) 

How Elders Are Unmade 
By G. C. Brewer (deceased) 

Frequently this question is asked: "If a man is 
once an elder, is he not always an elder?" It 
seems strange that such a question would be 

asked, but we hear it often. It is just another evidence 
of the lack of information on these questions that is 
seen everywhere. After we have learned the lessons 
on the nature of the office of a bishop and how it is 
entered, there will be no such difficulty as the above 
question implies. Some men have contended that if a 
man is once an elder, he is always an elder. One ad
vocate of that view says that an "elder can no more 
resign his eldership than a mule can resign his 
muleship." 

The men who hold that view contend also that the 
eldership is not an office. They oppose any appointing 
ceremony, and affirm that any man is an elder if he 
does the work of an elder. Oh, some of them might say 
that he must possess the qualifications; but any man 
who will assume the position will also assume that he 
possesses the qualifications. He will stoutly contend 
that he has them all. And who shall tell him that he 
does not possess them? If no one has the right to tell a 
man when he is an elder, who shall tell him when he is 
not an elder? If the congregation has no right to set 
men of its choice over it, what right has it to deny that 
any man is its overseer if he assumes to be? The whole 
position is absurd. 

No man is an overseer of a congregation unless 
he is elected and appointed by the congregation to 
that office, and the same authority that puts men 
into that position can take them out if there is a rea
son that would justify such a serious step. When el-

6 January 2003 
Firm Foundation 

ders are made, they and the congregation enter into 
a solemn agreement, and both should sacredly regard 
this agreement. No one should think of breaking the 
covenant or of undoing the arrangement without the 
best of reasons. If such reasons exist, they should be 
carefully and prayerfully weighed before any action 
is taken. 

The following are some reasons that would jus
tify a congregation in retiring an elder and in placing 
another man in his position 

If an elder fails to do the work of an elder - the 
work he was ordained to do - he should not be con
sidered a bishop. But some formal action should be 
taken against him. It is no unusual thing to see mem
bers of a church refuse to respect and recognize the 
so-called "elders," but those elders continue to be 
"bosses" and to claim authority. When an elder fails 
to do the work required of an elder, he must be re
moved. It matters not what caused the failure, if it is 
a failure, the work must be done and somebody must 
be appointed for it. If the man has failed because of 
negligence and indifference, of course his would be a 
"dishonorable discharge." He might fail through 
incompetency, but this would not occur if proper 
care were used in appointing men; or a man might 
fail through ill health. In either of the two last-men
tioned cases the man should be treated with all kind
ness, courtesy, and love; but some one must do the 
work which he cannot do. He ought to get out of the 
way voluntarily. 

If an elder loses his qualifications, he should be 
recalled. Any man who believes in the possibility of 



apostasy will surely not deny that an elder can lose 
his qualifications. Many good men go astray. Preach
ers and elders are not exempt. A man who was once 
appointed to the eldership of a large congregation 
became guilty of atrocious sins, was indicted in the 
civil courts on capital crimes, fled the country, and is 
now a refugee from justice . Perhaps some gentle, 
consistent, and sweet-spirited hobbyist will insist 
that he is still an elder or overseer of the church of 
God and watches concerning the souls of the flock. 

When an elder loses his qualifications, the con
gregation should take formal action to depose him, 
whether he is criminal or not. He may just be 
worldly and unconcerned about the Lord's work. 

If an elder becomes unacceptable to a congrega
tion, he should be retired if he will not voluntarily 
resign . A man cannot be over people who will not be 
under him. When an elder finds that he is objection
able to the congregation, that they will not heed his 
instructions and will not take his advice, he should 
resign. Even if the aversion were caused by his loy
alty to God's word, he would as well resign; for he 
has lost his influence with the people and he cannot 
check the error. It will never happen, however, that a 
whole church will turn against a man fo r such a 
cause unless his manner is at fault. When an elder is 
appointed, he is the choice of the congregation. H e 
was elected by the members to be over them in the 
Lord. They put themselves under his watch care, and 
they promised to submit to him and to obey him in 
all that is right. They should, therefore, remain true 
to the agreement. If they do not, God will judge 
them. 

If an elder becomes inflated with the honor con
ferred on him and desires to show his authority to 
the extent that he is arbitrary and domineering and 
demagogical, he should be impeached. 

If an elder shows partiality in dealing w ith the 
members and after due admonition refuses to correct 
the fault, he will lose hi s influence and power over 
the members. 

If an elder lacks patience, loses his self-control, 
and becomes angry when dealing with the problems 
of the brethren - if he does this habitually - he will 
not be loved and respected by his members, and he 
will eventually cease to be acceptable to them, and 
he could not, therefore, do the work of a bishop. He 
should not, then, continue in the office of a bishop. 

If an elder does anything habitually that is not 
worthy of emulation or that could not be held up as 
an example before those young men in the congrega-

tion who aspire to the office of bishop, he should be 
asked to resign. Elders must "become ensamples to 
the flock" (1 Pet. 5 :3). 

If for any reaso n an elder loses his influence with 
his people or becomes odious to them, he can no 
longer do for them what an elder is ordained to do, 
and the circumstances demand his resignation. The 
congregation, of course, must be long-suffering and 
forbearing, and must overlook such faults and foibles 
as are common to men. 

If an elder is gentle and humble and shows a will
ingness to hear suggestions; if he frequently con
fesses his faults and asks for the prayers of his con
gregation, he need not fear that mere imperfections 
will render him unacceptable to his people. 

It is the man who loves the preeminence, the self
important man, who excites contempt. The man who 
disregards the wishes of his people and insists upon 
his own way (he must have his preacher, his song 
book, his time for the meeting, etc.) is the man who 
becomes obnoxious. He ought to be retired. 

It must be remembered that all public men are 
cri ticized; and, therefore, the mere complaints of 
critics against an elder must not be countenanced. 

They should not be allowed. The faithful Chris
tian should rebuke the critics every time unkind 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congrega
tions th roughout the brotherhood know that 
the subject of the eldership needs to be 
given much study. Elders, ministers, Bible 
teachers and students in general will 
welcome this reprint of brother McGarvey's 
book. Brother McGarvey's writings on any 
topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 pback, 79 pgs .................. $4.95 

Encouraging Elders 

Strengthens, encourages, warns, and 
challenges elders. A must read for every 
elder. Elders say: "Speaks to the heart and 
soul of the lives of elders. I have not read 
anything more helpful." (AL) "I do not know 
of any other book except the Bible, that will 
help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our 

-=:::o~~ooo~.-~::=.oa prob- lams and feelings is accurate. [My] 
goal ... read this book once a month and every 
time doubt, frustra-tion, disappointment 
hamper my ability to serve." (FL) BKGK01 
pback, 105 pgs ............................ $7.95 

$3.00 s&h for one book • $4.50 for both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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criticism is heard. All this, however, is thoroughly 
covered in the scriptures that teach Christians to es-
teem the elders highly in love. , 

When formal action is to be taken against an el
der, the whole congregation should come together in 
solemn session. Every step should be taken with due 
deliberation and with fasting and prayer. No per
sonal feeling should be allowed to enter into the 
transaction, and no accusation against the elder 
should be considered unless it comes through two or 
three persons, and those persons must not be in any 
sort of league (1 Tim 5: 19). Personal grievances 
should not be heard on such an occasion. They must 
come up at another time. If the accused elder con
fesses his shortcomings and manifests his desire to do 
better, he should be retained unless the offense is 
such that it would forever stain his reputation [or 
limit his influence]. In such a case he must, if he is 
penitent, be retained in the church, but not in the el
dership. The spirit of Christ and brotherly love will 
be a guarantee against error in such proceedings. 
~y such action that is not controlled by such a spirit 
will be a miserable failure and will bring reproach 
upon the cause of Christ. In such a meeting the other 
elders - those not accused - will have charge and 
will conduct the deliberations. 

In a case where all the elders are unacceptable to 
the congregation, outside help must be invited. 

Why self-respecting men will insist that they are 
the overseers of a congregation when they know that 
the congregation is not under them, will not submit 
to them, and does not respect them, is beyond com
prehension. 

But let us suppose that the whole congregation is 
antagonistic to the elders because the congregation 
wants to depart from the word of God and bring in 
some unscriptural practice and the elders will not al
low it. If that were the trouble, then the elders are 
exactly right, and they are unquestionably doing 
what God ordained them to do in keeping down 
such digression. But they should be patient and 
gentle, and should manifest a spirit of earnestness in 
trying to show the people the error. If they will make 
it clear that they are not opposing this movement 
simply to show their authority, but because it is 
wrong, they will convince some of the members. If 
they will show that it is their love for the word of 
God, and not pure "mulishness" on their part that 
causes them to stand against the innovation, they 
will save some of the members, perhaps a majority of 
them, and thus they will save the church and put 
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down the wrong or force the wrongdoers to with
draw from the congregation. The elders must be sure 
that it is the word of God, and not their own word, 
not a partisan doctrine or prejudicial whim, that they 
contend for. They should meet with the members 
and hear their complaints and their desires and dis
cuss them fully; and if error is advocated, they 
should point it out in gentleness and love. That is 
their work. They should be able to teach the congre
gation what God has revealed on all questions. 
Where the elders just persist in directing the affairs 
without regard for the wishes of the congregation, 
ignoring their complaints and vetoing their sugges
tions, without giving reasons, they need not be sur
prised if the whole congregation quits or divides and 
forms another congregation and builds another 
house of worship. 

Our greatest need is Christianity- just simple, 
primitive, New Testament Christianity. That would 
prove a panacea for all our ills. Let us try faithfully 
to follow Christ, "doing nothing through faction or 
through vainglory, but in lowliness of mind each 
counting other better than himself; not looking each 
of you to his own things, but each of you also to the 
things of others. Have this mind in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of 
God, counted not the being on an equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men; 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, 
the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:3-8). "Let all bitter
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, 
be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving each 
other, even as God also in Christ forgave you" (Eph. 
4: 31-32). Paul, the apostle of Christ and the pris
oner of the Lord, even now beseeches "you to walk 
worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, 
forbearing one another in love; giving diligence to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" 
(Eph. 4:1-4). 

"If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his" (Rom. 8:9-10). 

Where these scriptures are observed, there will 
never be a "church fuss." We must abandon our hob
bies and return to God's word if we expect to be 
saved. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
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A Love LeHer 
to Non-Christian Friends and Family 

By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

D ear friend, 
I have been contemplating this letter for a 
long time, and have only now gotten up the 

courage to write it. Even as I pen these words my 
stomach churns in nervous anticipation. The reason 
for it is quite simple. I want you to know about the 
very best thing that has ever happened in my life. I 
want to make sure before I die that I introduce you 
to my "first love." You often comment that I seem so 
happy all the time. Allow me a few minutes to ex
plain why. But before I explain, let me share with 
you why it has taken me so long to write this letter. 

Our relationship stretches back through many 
smiles and many tears, and throughout that time I 
knew that you were someone I could count on. Each 
one of those smiles and tears represents a lifetime of 
cherished memories. You know my favorite foods, 
that I love lasagna and don't like liver. You stood by 
my side on several occasions when it seemed like the 
entire world was against me. You have lifted my hand 
high as we celebrated victories and held my hand 
through my defeats. In many ways we are like two 
peas in a pod. And it's this relationship that has kept 
me from writing this letter. I cherish our relationship 
so much that I don't ever want anything to jeopar
dize it or see it falter. So I beg you to read the re
mainder of this letter full of love, compassion, and 
an open mind - knowing that it was written out of 
my love for you. 

You and I have a tremendous amount in common 
- always have, and probably always will. However, 
there is one thing that we don't have in common. A 
while back I made a decision in my life that started 
me down a different pathway - a pathway on which 
I desperately want you to join me. Some time ago I 
began studying the Bible, and I soon realized that I 
was only "playing" Christian. I was a "member" of a 
strong local church that had many members, and was 
.there almost every time the door was opened. How-
. ever, it became evident fairly quickly that the church 
that I was attending was doing things that were not 
described in the Bible. Sure, we met each Sunday for 

worship, and we sang songs of praise, but a great 
deal of the service was devoted to traditions that 
men had incorporated into the worship service. In 
fact, a large part of the worship service could be clas
sified as entertainment. As I read through the New 
Testament, I quickly discovered that entertainment, 
and these traditions of men, were not a part of the 
original church that Christ established. 

You and I both know that religions are a dime a 
dozen these days. Seems like there is a church build
ing on almost every street corner. But I began to ask 
myself if all of these religious groups were the same 
in God's eyes. Mter looking through the scriptures I 
realized that they were not. Even though many of 
them do very altruistic acts for the needy, and even 
though they have many sincere people in their pews, 
they still were not carrying out Christianity the way 
that God himself ordained. They are sincere - but 
they are sincerely wrong according to the scriptures. 

So here's what I did (and what I encourage/beg 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience - James 2:14-26 

•Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection -Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
james 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 
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you to do), I began looking in the Bible for examples 
of the church that Jesus built. In Matthew 16:18 
Christ told the apostle Peter that upon this rock (the 
rock of truth that he was the Son of God) he would 
build his church. So I began investigating the details 
about his church. I read in Acts chapter 2 where it 
was started in Jerusalem. I continued reading in Acts 
to see how those early Christians worshiped and 
how others became Christians. And I began to see a 
divine pattern. I quickly realized that many of the 
books in the New Testament were written to differ
ent congregations of this church that Christ had 
founded. In fact, many of the books in the New Tes
tament were letters written by Paul to various 
churches that were scattered abroad. In each of those 
letters, there are instructions and commands of 
things that we should and should not be doing. 

For instance, I know that in many churches you 
officially "join" the church, or they vote you in. But I 
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never found this process in my study of the New Tes
tament. In fact, the New Testament is very specific 
that God is the one who adds people to the church 
(Acts 2:4 7). However, he only adds those who have 
complied with his will. And dear friend, it is with a 
humble and compassionate heart that I admit that I 
am scared that maybe you have not complied with 
his commands. For instance, the Bible instructs that 
we must hear the gospel (Rom. 10: 14-17; James 
1:21-25), and we must believe in Jesus Christ Uohn 
8:24; Mark 16:16). And while many people have 
done these steps, relatively few have taken the next 
steps of repenting of their past sins (Acts 3: 19; Luke 
13:3; Acts 17:30), and confessing the name of Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 8:36-
38). After someone has done this, they are ready to 
be buried with Christ in baptism, so that past sins 
can be forgiven. This act of baptism, for the remis
sion of sins, is mentioned throughout the book of 
Acts (see chapters 2, 8, 9, 10, 16). The importance of 
being immersed can be identified by the words of 
Jesus found in Mark 16:16 when he declared: "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned." 

In Matthew 16: 18 Christ said he would found 
one church ... "my church." In Ephesians 1:22-23 
we read where the church is called the body (with 
Christ being the head). A few chapters later, in Eph
esians 4:4, we are told that there is only one body. 
My plea with you today is that you will do whatever 
it takes to make sure you are in that one body, and 
ensure that God has added you to the church (Acts 
2:47). Read. through the New Testament and see for 
yourself what the Bible says regarding the church, 
and then ask yourself this simple question: Am I a 
member of the church that Christ purchased with his 
blood? If not ... why? 

It's funny that I can talk to total strangers about 
this - and have done so many times in the past and 
yet I remain silent around those to whom I am clos
est. I never talked to you about heaven and eternity 
because I didn't want to mess up what we had here 
on earth. But see, I realize that this earthly relation
ship is temporary. One day the memories that you 
and I share will fade away. And I don't want to leave 
this life without telling you about Christ, and how he 
changed my life. Therefore I am penning this letter 
in hopes of extending our friendship into eternity. 

Please allow me to paint a picture so that you can 
understand the genuine urgency of this letter. Sup
pose you were sitting in the first class section of a 



luxury Boeing 747. There you are sipping on a 
drink, relaxing, reading a magazine, when all of a 
sudden someone comes up, and tosses a parachute 
into your lap without saying a word. You might be
come a li ttle agitated that someone would toss a 
bulky parachute into your lap, and then just walk on 
by. You might even decide to push it aside or onto 
the floor so that you could return to your drink and 
magazine. That parachute would be nothing more 
than a nuisance. And after a while you might even 
resent the person that tossed it in your lap. Now, 
suppose the person who had given you that para
chute also took the time to tell you the airplane you 
were on was going to crash. How different would 
your attitude be towards that parachute and the per
son who gave it to you? Well dear friend, one day 
soon our plane will go down. Hebrews 9:27 plainly 
says that "it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment." I simply want to make sure 
you have a parachute that will save you fro m de
struction. Don' t resent me for delivering the mes
sage. Please understand that I am simply wanting to 
do what I can while I still have the chance. 

While the world around us thinks that the major-

Brown 
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ity of people will end up in heaven, this is not what 
Jesus Christ himself told us. In Matthew 7:13-14 he 
cautioned us to: " Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat. 
Because strait is the gate and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" 
(emp. added) . 

Please do not be mad at me. Please do not shy 
away from me. Please do not despise me. For this let
ter was not written to drive a wedge into our rela
tionship. But rather it was written out of love and 
compassion, hoping that we can stand hand-in-hand 
before Almighty God. Yes, I am a happy person -
because I know and love my Savior, and he is my best 
friend. Please consider what I've said. Look through 
the scriptures on your own. Examine where you 
stand. For I want nothing more than to introduce my 
earthly best friend to my spiritual best friend and 
savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for allowing me this 
short opportunity to tell you about him. 

Sincerely, 
Your friend 
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BiHer Root Ill 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Proponents of changing the church see them
selves leading a misguided largely unenlight
ened people into new light emanating from 

the university. Fires of a powerful paradigm shift fue l 
them. They are intelligent, committed, and persis: 
tent. They believe implicitly in the justice of their 
cause. But they are wrong. If the church follows their 
prescription for change, it will lead to the tepid wa
ters of me-too denominationalism. 

The sources driving fervent change are liberal 
universities where many of our talented young schol
ars have taken doctors degrees after more than a de
cade of intense study. T he results are seen in "pro
gressive" churches whose practice of religion paral
lels the consumer driven self-indulgent congrega
tions in the contemporary denominational commu
nity. For a sampling of what is "religiously hot" tune 
in the Trinity Broadcasting Network. For a more di
rect experience of what our brothers propose, attend 
a "Christian" rock concert in a major American city. 
What you see and hear will be many things. But it 
will not be biblical. That is why I persist in efforts to 
persuade churches not to walk down this path. 

I am not the man to argue our people are flawless 
or that we need no correction. I have encountered 
editors, publishers, preaching school directors and 
"faithful" preachers, who were dishonest, immoral, 
and corrupt. But I reject the notion that we need cor
rection from those steeped in the spirit of the age. 
Why should we exchange a flawless guide {the Bible) 
for a corrupt ever-shifting humanly devised guide? 

I hope the Bitter Root series persuades us to con
sider closely our fundamental assumptions, and the 
intellectual construct within which we view the 
world. This work is imperative. If our assumptions 
are wrong, our conclusions are too. If our intellec
tual super-structure is flawed, our work within the 
system must necessarily be invalid. We generally re
gard disciplined thought regulated by scientific prin
ciples as reliable. The dominant posture among mod
ern intellectuals and theologians is not only to distin
guish between faith and thought but also to separate 
them from one another. Faith is banned from the 
realm of thought, and thought is excluded from the 
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realm of faith. These thoroughly accepted vtew
points are incredibly deceptive. 

Disciplined scientifically regulated thought is 
communicable and thereby makes interpersonal in 
teraction possible. However, it is limited by sin. It 
has isolated itself from truth by its commitment to 
secu lar humanism and over simplification of com
plex ideas- modes of thought that are anti-Chris
tian and therefore exclude God. In the perception of 
reality, it is not permitted to take the Creator of real
ity into account. Indeed! This breed of thought, de
spite its ordered logic, is outside the realm of truth. 

Thought cut off from the faith is not to be 
trusted. Only thought guided by faith grounded in 
God's Word is reliable. Only the person who has 
been born again and lives in the fear of God, which is 
the beginning of wisdom, arrives at true knowledge. 
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This is not to deny science arrives at correct knowl
edge in individual cases; but even that knowledge is 
limited to things of this world. 

The student is led to believe his thinking trained 
through studies and increasingly governed by tradi
tionally accepted premises of the scient ific disci
plines he was baptized in, is dependable. In reality, 
this student is experiencing only proper functioning 
of the code system he has adopted. The system is in
tended to facilitate communication. It does for those 
"initiated" into its language. But for those not initi
ated the code damages communication. 

The student does not recognize the code for 
what it is, it is erroneously identified as truth. But 
the student believes this new "truth" can restore 
communication to the "un-initiated." They can be 
shown how they too can be "in the know." Thus the 
student becomes a missionary of historical-critical 
theology or evolutionary science, which are branches 
of the same sick tree. 

Many understandably assume the initiated stu 
dent who has done extensive formal study knows 
better than lesser types who have not. The "mission
ary activity," therefore, is incredibly effective in pav
ing the way for uncertainty and doubt in those influ
enced by the system. The student w ho completes 
critical study is usually convinced of the absolute de
pendability of scientific thought. To be sure, philoso
phers of science are increasingly aware of the foun
dational crisis in science, but the crisis is not yet 
widely known or accepted. The impression prevails 
that scientific thought is dependable. This impres
sion has no basis in reality. At its root lies confusion 
between the functional code, by which we have 
agreed to talk about reality, and reality itself. Reality, 
however, is God, his creation, and his revelation. 

Yet it is boldly asserted, the dependability of sci
entific thought is demonstrable in view of its vindica
tion in medicine and technology. It must be again 
noted that all valid inventions are imitations or ap
plications of the creation God made. The principles 
Gocf applied in his creation are recognized and ap
plied. At best the natural sciences are a rethinking of 
God's thoughts. The production of paper from wood 
was learned from the wasp, aeronautical principles 
from birds, and the principle of helicopter flight 
from the dragonfly. These are just a few striking ex
amples. 

Scientific researchers get their ideas from the cre
ation. Their inventions function correctly only to the 
extent they correctly apply principles already present 

in creation. Insofar as natural scientists deal with 
"the objective," they are dealing with creation. This 
reality provides a corrective for their thinking. 
Whether they realize it o r not, their thinking is 
grounded in something other than their thought. 

There is a danger of perverting insights gained 
from God's creation through tendencies inimical to 
God, man, and creation. Principles discovered in cre
ation are used to exceed the former limit of creation. 
Jets designed on the basis of discoveries in creation 
go beyond anything in creation with damaging ef
fects on the environment. 

There is also a tendency to regard everything 
that can be explored as something that should be ex
plored. This is not only w idely accepted; it is built 
into the fabric of the scientific enterprise. Science 
recognizes no boundaries for its investigations. Lim
its can only be set from the outside. But there has 
been littl e success in setting limits. In the long run 
there is little prospect than any will be set i.e. don
mg. 

Only on the basis of redemption in Christ is 
there much prospect for a measured scholarship free 
from compulsive preoccupation with "progress." 
This is vital since resu lts of research are indiscrimi
nately applied as nuclear missiles, biological and 
chemical weapons along with genetic tampering. 

Especially disastrous is that examples from natu
ral science are used to further studies in the humani
ties. Examples from useful scientific inventions are 
used as bait to attract students to the hooks of phi
losophy or historical-critical theology. In this manner 
the humanities try to capitalize on the natural sci
ences like a bum tries to use the name of a rich rela
tive for his own gain. 

STONES & BONES 
By Carl Wieland 

This concise, information-packed booklet explains the 
evolution vs. creation debate in a nutshell. From 
radiometric dating, fossils, DNA, mutations to puzzling 
questions (Where did Cain get his wife?), and much 
more. Ideally suited for home and church studies. High 
school - adult 0-89051-175-6 pb, 48 pgs. 

$2.99 • plus $2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation. 

January 2003 13 
Firm Foundation 



It is intellectually dishonest for thought in the 
humanities to operate on the foundation of examples 
from the natural sciences. The concept of hypothesis, 
for example, in the natural sciences serves a com
pletely different function than in the humanities, 
where hypotheses cannot be verified for falsified 
through experiments. The humanities lack the safe
guard of an external created order, at least substan
tially. The self or "psyche," which psychology at
tempts to analyze, is an example since it is thoroughly 
manipulable. It is not like a chemical or biological 
process. If not grounded in God's Word; the humani
ties utterly lack objective footing while the natural 
sciences possess a corrective at least in the creation. 

If you wish to see clearly what is at issue ask 
what establishes the name of a scientist. Bultmann, 
for example, did not gain renown because he made 
valid statements regarding the use of a few concepts 
employed by Paul. His theology made his reputation 
along with the "demythologizing" that was its es
sence. 

I am asserting thought is not autonomous but is 
dependent- not so much in execution as in its point 
of departure. When it emanates from a man, it is not 
absolute; it is never carried on purely of and for itself 
but is always determined by connection. Thought is 
dependent on a point outside itself. The theory of the 
autonomy of thought disregards the fact man is a crea
ture, created for God and dependent on him. Man the 
creature can turn away from God, but only by becom
ing the slave of sin and the flesh. 

I can by no means place great confidence in 
earthly thinking as reflected in the humanities. When 
thought in these areas is not grounded in God's word 
it degenerates into silliness and frivolity. It stands in 
desperate need of God's word as a corrective. It is 
trustworthy only when grounded in God's word. 
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The natural sciences have a corrective in creation. 
With reference to it, they are in the position to assert 
limited truths. Only in conjunction with God's Word 
can human thought be dependable. This is true for 
the natural sciences and the humanities. 

Current conflicts among God's people are being 
conducted in the absence of communication. No 
progress can be made as things stand. There is no 
victory and no defeat. There is only mind-numbing, 
soul-condemning antagonism. There can be no reso
lution of hostilities until we are all in the same 
thought world. We will never know peace with each 
other or peace with God while embracing and propa
gating intellectual constructs antagonistic to the 
Lord. We can never attain reconciliation constricted 
by systems of thought, which a priori exclude God. 
Nor can we successfully serve God while tied to ve
hicles of thought undergirded by these systems. 

All segments of the brotherhood of Christ must 
carefully consider their fundamental assumptions 
and the intellectual constructs through which they 
view the world. All of us are affected by the univer
sity system where we were educated and the society 
the university has built. We are in need of God's 
word as a corrective. The re-education required will 
be difficult. But it is essential. We must learn to think 
biblically if we have not and reassert biblical correc
tion where we have strayed. Eternity awaits. 
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Deaconesses? 
By Frazier Conley 

T:en points that lead me to reject the legiti
macy of women office holders in the 
church: 

1. The Bible was given to us to be a complete 
guide to the faith and practice of the church, nothing 
is to be added to its injunctions, and nothing omit
ted. 

2. There are only two passages in the New Testa
ment that may mention anything about women being 
official leaders in the church (Rom. 16: 1; 1 Tim. 
3:11). 

3. In a survey of translations of Romans 16:1, 
translators rendered the key word (diakonos) as dea
coness (implying office-holder) 17 times and servant 
(non-office-holder) 15 times. There is no sure men
tion of office-holders here. In regard to 1 Timothy 
3:11, translators rendered the key word (gune) as 
women [perhaps implying officeholders] 11 times, 
and [their] wives 15 times. There is no certain men
tion of official leadership here. Since the main pas
sages are so clearly indeterminate, then the question 
should be decided on other grounds. 

4. It is a fact that the known spiritual leadership 
roles were always filled by the masculine. God is 
masculine. Jesus was a man. The twelve apostles 
were all men. Elders are instructed to be "husbands" 
(1 Tim. 3 :2). This surely means they are not to be 
women. 

5. Christian women are not thereby made inferior 
to men. In fact, if anything, they remain in many 
ways superior, the leadership in the church being 
given to men for balance, so that "the greater honor 
[may be] given to the inferior part" (1 Cor. 12:24). 

6. The divine order of male then female was not a 
temporary manifestation of first century culture, but 
rather was instituted from the very beginning of all 
creation (Gen. 3:16). 

7. The precept "there is neither male nor female" 
in Christ (Gal. 3 :28) refers to the equal availability of 
salvation in Christ. It does not decree the eradication 
of all male and female roles. Distinctions in male and 
female roles are often approved in the New Testament 
(see 1 Cor. 14:34-36; Eph. 5 :22-32; Matt. 19:4-6; 
Col. 3:18-19; 1 Tim. 2:8-15; Titus 2:2ff). 

8. Deacons (when it is certain that they are men
tioned) are always mentioned in the Bible only in con
nection with elders (Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim 3 :8ff). It seems 
reasonable, since the "office" of "servant" is always 
mentioned with and after elders (Phil. 1: 1; 1 Tim. 3 ), 
that they are to be assistants to the elders and often 
"apprentices" for the eldership (1 Tim. 3:13). If there 
were official female leaders as servants in the church it 
follows that there should be "elder-esses." But there is 
no evidence of that. This suggests that official female 
leadership is not a New Testament concept. 

9. There is not a single sure reference in the New 
Testament alluding to women serving in any type of 
"office" in the church. The evidence clearly is 
weighted to support the opposite conclusion. 

10. "Deaconesses" were an innovation of the 3rd
century church, not an institution of the New Testa
ment - much less female elders, bishops, or shep
herds. P. 0. Box 7 
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To Change or Not to Change 
(A Series of Articles) 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he churches of Christ understand that there 
is a move afoot to re-invent the church. The 
architects for this new design of the King

dom of Heaven are found mainly in universities op
erated by our brothers, though some schools con
tinue to walk in the old paths. Still, most of "our" 
schools are caught up in the frenzy to remake the 
blessed body of Jesus and are zealously pursuing this 
agenda. 

It is our aim to examine the aspirations and ob
jectives of the alteration experts and see if it squares 
with the measuring line of God's word. When some
thing proposed is in agreement with the Holy Bible, 
we shall enthusiastically endorse it, but if it is out-of
line with the straight rule of God's word, we shall 
not hesitate say so. 

If we misread or misunderstand, we invite cor
rection. 

We will not deal in personalities, but we will deal 
in biblical truth, believing confidently that the Bible 
is the inerrant and only standard for pure and unde
filed religion (no other kind is worth noticing). 

Our abiding and single purpose is to obey Paul's 
inspired command to "be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of 
truth" (2 Tim. 2:15 NASU). 

To accurately handle the word of truth is to "cut 
it straight," and that's what we aim to do. 

We are confident that the Bible is all we need to 
be perfect before God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

There are members of the church who run into 
the machinations of the change agents and are 
bumfuzzled - me, too. They do not know where to 
turn. So, we are proposing to give some talking 
points to those who recognize that there is a prob
lem, but do not quite know how to deal with it. 

The change agents have a head start, but "truth 
crushed to earth shall rise again." 

The opening gun in this procession of articles 
deals with the use of instrumental music in the ser
vice of God. 

16 ~hmtound!~~! 

Talking Points 
Ancestry 

It is universally accepted that the church in the 
beginning of the gospel did not use instruments of 
music in assembly worship. There are no dissenters 
to this view. Denominational scholars who endorse 
instruments in worship of God agree that the early 
church did not use mechanical means to worship the 
Creator. 

The use of mechanical instruments of music in 
worship of God was introduced in the seventh cen
tury, but was not generally accepted by Christian re
ligious groups until early in the 19th century. It is a 
modern practice. The use of instruments in worship 
was one of the dividing factors between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Greek Orthodox Church
the latter does not use instruments in public worship 
to this day. 

The leaders of the Anglican and Protestant Ref
ormations objected strenuously to using machinery 
to worship God. 

Instruments of music in Christian worship are a 
"Johnny-come-lately." 
Singing 

Every New Testament verse that can be remotely 
connected with music in praise of God specifies sing
ing- no exceptions (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26; 1 
Cor. 14:15; Rom. 15:9; Col. 3:16-17; Eph. 5:18-19; 
Heb. 2:12; James 5:13). 

"Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips 
which make confession to his name" (Heb. 13: 15). 

It is innate for humans to sing. Even those who 
cannot sing very well, sing to express joy, devotion, 
commitment, and love. A person may also sing when 
sad and burdened. Ecstasy or blues provoke sponta
neous song. Singing is common to humans because it 
is revealing. We thank our God with hearts and 
voices. 
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The New Testament commands us to sing as we 
express our deepest need and our highest hope. It is 
part of both private and public worship. 

The new covenant does not command us to play 
on an instrument, but it does tell us to use our voices 
in praise of the Almighty. 

Singing is a specific kind of music. Playing on an 
instrument is also a specific kind of music. There are 
two - and only two - specific kinds of music. 
When God breathed the truth about the music of the 
church, he used a particular and specific term -
smgmg. 

He did not say play. 
He did not say make music. 
He did say sing. 

Silence 
There is a time when silence is binding and there 

is a time when it is not binding. 
If there is a specific command, then the thing 

commanded and only that is authorized. 
• The Jews were commanded to offer a one-year

old, spotless, male lamb at Passover (Ex. 12:5). The 
command was specific, and it would, therefore, have 
been sinful to offer a two-year-old lamb, a female 
lamb, a blemished lamb, a dog, a hog, a cow, a horse, 
a crocodile, or anything other than a one-year-old, 
spotless, male lamb. It would even have been wrong 
to offer a lamb and a raccoon. God said lamb and all 
else was rejected either as substitute or as addition. 
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• The Jews were told to appoint priests from the 
tribe of Levi. Therefore it was not acceptable to ap
point a priest from any other tribe. It follows that 
Jesus could not have been a priest under the Law of 
Moses and for him to be a priest on earth the law 
had to be changed (He b. 7:12-14 ). Under the Mosaic 
Covenant God commanded priests to be of the tribe 
of Levi. He said nothing about other tribes. His si
lence with reference to other tribes meant that Jew
ish priests on earth could only be from the tribe of 
Levi. 

• Nadab and Abihu were to ld to offer incense 
with H oly Fire - a specific command. Nothing was 
said about strange fire. Still, when they offered in
cense with strange fire, they died (Lev. 10: 1). Nadab 
and Abihu suffered the supreme penalty for offering 
strange fire because God had commanded holy fire 
and, though he said nothing about strange fire, to 
use strange fire was sin. 

• Disciples of Jesus are told to baptize the peni
tent believer to wash away sins. Baptism is a burial 
and a resurrection (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2 : 12). Sprinkling 
is not specifically forbidden, but because immersion 
and resurrection are specified, sprinkling is not ac
ceptable. 

• Disciples of Jesus are told to sing in worship. 
The instrument is not forbidden, but since it is an
other kind of music, it is as wrong as offering a pig at 
Passove r, or a priest from the tribe of Judah, or 
strange fire when holy fire was required, or sprin
kling as a substitute for baptism. 

On the other hand, silence is not binding when 
there is no specific command. When the child of 
God is told to "Go into all the world," but is not told 
how to go. The going is necessary but he may go in 
any way that does not violate a New Testament com
mand ... go on foot, on a camel, on a donkey, on a 
ship, on an airplane, in a car - or any other mode of 
transpiration, presently known or to be discovered in 
the future. 

He may not go by stealth or any dishonest 
means, as that would violate other New Testament 
principles, but he has some liberty about the means 
of locomotion. 

The command to baptize by definition excludes 
sprinkling, but since the place and facili ties are not 
mentioned, one may baptize in a baptistery, in a 
river, warm the water, provide baptismal clothing, or 
any other thing that facilitates the action com
manded, but that does not violate some other New 
Testament teaching. 
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We are commanded to sing in worship of God and 
that excludes every other kind of music, but it allows 
any lawful thing that makes the singing easier to do, 
i.e., songbooks, tuning fork, pitch pipe, public address 
system, etc. None of the expedients make music, but 
only assist the thing commanded -singing! 

So, if the Bible tells us what to do, we must obey 
God and do precisely what is commanded, but if the 
scripture is silent on the manner or the means of ex
ecuting the commandment then the expedient is al
lowed. 
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Obiedions Considered 
Old Testament 

Objection: Instruments of music were used in 
worship of God under the Law of Moses and there
fore should be acceptable in worshiping God today. 

Answer: The Law of Moses was abrogated and 
fully terminated because of the death of Jesus (Col. 
2:14; Heb. 9 :15-16; Heb. 8:7; Heb. 10:9; 2 Cor. 
3:6-11). 

It is true that moral standards are the same in ev
ery age. Ethics are eternal principles and do not 
change. 

However, music in worship of God is not a part 
of biblical morality; it is, instead, a positive divine in
junction. Therefore with reference to music in wor
ship of God, the Law of Christ supersedes the Law of 
Moses. The precepts of the former law were termi
nated by the new and better covenant. We are not 
under the Law of Moses today and must not go to 
that law for authority in Christian service and wor
ship. 

If we make Moses Law the standard for today, 
then we must allow animal sacrifices, multiple wives 
or husbands, the Saturday Sabbath, observance of 
the feasts and fasts of Israel, Levitical priesthood, 
Levitical cities, and every other ceremonial dictum of 
an abrogated law. 
Music in Heaven 

Objection: Instrumental music is used in wor
shiping God in heaven and that justifies using ma
chines in worshiping God today. 

Answer: The two passages most often used to 
show that mechanical instruments are used in heaven 
in praise of God are Revelation 5:8 and Revelation 
14:2, neither of which reference the worship of the 
church on earth. The book of Revelation contains, of 
course, information that helps the saint persevere in 
the confidence of a final victory in Jesus. It is a book 
of prophecy and contains poetic imagery. It abounds 
in symbols that are not meant to be li teral (like of 
fire, street of pure gold, white horse, blood sprinkled 
robe, etc.). The signs of this highly figurative work 
must not be perverted to contradict plain and literal 
statements that describe worship of earthlings in 
spirit and truth . 

The Revelation 14:2 statement does not say that 
the harpers had literal harps, but that the voice John 
heard (the voice of God) sounded like " many waters 
... great thunders ... and ... harpers harping with 
their harps." There is nothing in this passage to jus
tify mechanical instruments in worship . 



The Revelation 5:8 verse describes a scene in 
heaven. It mentions harps but also mentions golden 
bowls full of incense. To preclude a wrong impres
sion the writer specifies that the incense is not literal 
but represents the prayers of the saints. It would be 
absurdly ridiculous to mix figurate golden-bowls
full-of-incense with literal harps, unless there is an 
obvious clue that the one is symbolic and the other is 
not. Bible writers do not communicate in language 
that confuses. 
Vocal and Congregational 

Objection: Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 
3: 16-17 require instrumental music in worship be
cause the instrument inheres in the Greek word 
psallontes, and Paul is talking about individual duty 
instead of assembly worship. 

Answer: We are told to make music in "psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs" while plucking 
(psallontes) the strings of our heart (Eph. 5:18-19). 
The parallel passage (Col. 3: 16-17) explains that 
"making melody in the heart" equates to "singing 
with grace in your hearts unto God." Paul is not, in 
these two passages, confusing the literal with the 
symbolic, but is saying that we are to offer a cappella 
music in praise of God accompanied by the deepest 
devotion of the spirit - the heart. 

If the command to "sing" in these passages is per
sonal and private rather than public and congrega
tional, then Christians are required to go to every 
member of his local congregation and sing. No mem
ber of the local church may be excluded, which is lu
dicrous on its face. No reasonable person could pos
sibly make this conclusion and it flies in the face of 
common sense. 

The idea that "making melody" (psallontes) ref
erences an instrument of music is also fanciful. Were 
this true, then each member of the church would be 
required to play on an instrument seeing that the 
command is general and applies to all. No one is ex
empt. Further, the two passages (Eph. 5:18-19 and 
Col. 3: 16-17) tell us to "speak ... teach ... exhort." 
The human voice can speak and edify, but an instru-
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ment cannot, which falsifies the claim that instru
ments are inherent in Paul's instructions to the 
churches of Ephesus and Colosse. The command is 
to sing praise to God from the depth of the soul. 

Finally, the preponderance of the evidence is 
against this position. The Greek word relates to 
strumming on the strings of the human heart and not 
upon the strings of a violin, harp, or guitar. There is 
no translation (to my knowledge) that translates 
psallontes as meaning a mechanical instrument. 
Not Forbidden 

Objection: The Bible does not tell us not to use 
instruments of music in worship of God. 

Answer: The Bible does not tell us not to use in 
worship of God incense, candles, ringing bells, pea
nut butter in the communion service, clowns, el
ephants, and dancing girls, but these perversions of 
worship should not be permitted -as is self-evi
dently true. Such innovations would defile worship 
in spirit and truth. 

When a positive command requires a specific ac
tion, then the particular directive makes the thing 
specifically commanded necessary and the force of 
common sense forbids all else. 

When the Jews were told to offer a lamb at Pass
over, the offering of a donkey was disallowed. When 
Noah was told to make the ark of a particular wood 
(gopher) that automatically eliminated using any 
other kind of wood. When Nadab and Abihu were 
told to offer incense with holy fire, that forbade us
ing strange fire, even though God did not say, "Don't 
use strange fire." He told them to use holy fire and 
that made strange fire sinful, even if strange fire was 
not specifically forbidden. 
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A positive command requiring a specific action 
necessarily banishes anything (even in the same class) 
that is not included in the specific action. 

When Noah was told to use gopher wood in 
constructing the ark that automatically eliminated 
every other kind of wood. Pine and oak would be in 
the same class as gopher (seeing that they are all 
wood), but God had specified a particular kind of 
wood that cut out all other kinds of wood, even 
though the other kinds of wood were not expressly 
forbidden. 

When God told Israel to offer a lamb at Passover, 
that was sufficient to forbid the use of any other ani
mal, even though the lamb is an animal and therefore 
in the same general class as a dog or a cat. 

This is axiomatic and needs no more than a 
simple pronouncement. 
God Is Not Picky 

Objection: Surely God would not care if we used 
instruments in making music. It is such a small thing. 

Answer: Well, if it is small why bring it up in the 
first place. Why not just do what God tells us to do 
in the way God tells us to do it. 

God told the Lot family in leaving Sodom not to 

look back. Lot's wife did look back, and she died
on the spot. Was that a small thing? Does it demon
strate something to us about the need for careful and 
full obedience to the word of God? 

God told Moses to speak to the rock, but he 
struck it instead and for this infraction was not per
mitted to enter the Promised Land. To "speak" or to 
"strike" may seem to some to be unimportant, but 
God thought otherwise and accused Moses and his 
brother of not believing "in me, to sanctify me in the 
eyes of the children of Israel" (Num. 20:8). To strike 
the rock when God had said speak to it was rebel
lion, and it dishonored God. 

We are in a poor position to judge what God 
considers to be great or small. It is very far better for 
us to do precisely what God tells us to do in exactly 
the way God tells us to do it. "To obey is better than 
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." 

The limit of God's command in the new cov
enant for music in worship is "sing" and that ought 
to be the limit of our practice. To do otherwise is 
dangerous, destructive, and damning. 
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Good News 
By T. Pierce Brown 

N ot long ago we read a comment from some
one who appeared to be a scholarly student 
of the Bible. We do not remember whether 

it was from someone like H. Leo Boles, J. W. 
McGarvey, or some modern scholar who received his 
doctorate in asininity. The comment was something 
like this: Since the gospel means "good news" no one 
could preach the gospel to Christians, but it had to 
be preached to those who had never heard it before, 
for it could not be news if they were familiar with it. 

We hope the author was not some great scholar 
of the Restoration Movement that we highly respect, 
but we feel compelled to say that whoever it was, it 
showed a degree of ignorance that is appalling. 

The fact that in English the word news may mean 
something that we have not heard before, the Greek 
word, euangelion, translated "gospel" simply means 
"glad tidings" or "glad message," and has nothing to 

20 ~~~aVound~~~! 

do with whether it has ever been heard before. If that 
idea is true, one could not even preach the gospel to 
a sinner twice, for if he heard it the first time and re
jected it, it would no longer be "news" to him. If a 
person cannot see how ridiculous that conclusion is, 
we doubt that any extended argument would be of 
any value. 

We have been listening to the glad message for 
almost 80 years, and still rejoice whenever we think 
of that wonderful message, preach about it, or hear 
someone else present the gospel message. There is 
nothing in the world that so aptly reveals the nature, 
the wisdom and love of God as that glad message 
does. 
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Taking the High Ground 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

A s we engage those whose mission is to cap
ture, reshape and redirect the church we 
love, we must beware of certain pitfalls that 

can keep us from the victory. Anyone can win a war, 
but only the noble can win justly and bring about 
peace. 

•· We must not only be against their unautho
rized innovations, we must be for those positive as
pects of Christianity that are the heart of our faith. 
Jesus put a high premium on justice, mercy, and faith 
(Matt. 23:23). Those who only know how to oppose 
something will never succeed in building up the 
kingdom of God. 

• We must be disciples guided by love (Eph. 5 :2): 
love for the Cause of Christ; love for our fellow 
Christians; love for those who are our opponents in 
this struggle for the heart of the church. Our goal 
should be to snatch from the fire those who have 
turned away from the holy Word Oude 23). 

• We must be kind (Eph. 4:32), considerate, and 
courteous (1 Pet. 3:8 KJV) when dealing with those 
whom we must confront. 

• We must be soldiers of high honor, integrity, 
honesty and truthfulness in dealing with the propo
nents of change (Phil. 4:8). We cannot operate on 
the principle that all is fair in war, nor can we ever 
assume that the end justifies the means. We want to 
prevail, but only in an honorable way. 

• We must be strong in faith, prayer, holiness, 
devotion and good works. Ours is a spiritual war. It 
will only be won by spiritual men of great faith and 
piety (Eph. 6:17-18). 

• We must look to God for the victory. It is his 
church that is under attack; his word being ques
tioned and distorted; his Son being dishonored. Vic
tory will be won, "Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit saith Jehovah" (Zech. 4:6). "The battle 
is Jehovah's" (1 Sam. 17:4 7). "If God is for us who is 
against us?" (Rom. 8:31). Victory will not be won 
because we are smarter, better educated, tougher sol
diers, or because we can hit harder. Nor will shout
ing, bullying, or any other expressions of physical 
strength turn the tide. 

• We must not be consumed with opposing error. 

Where preachers fall into this trap their congregations 
wither and die, even as they make war on error. We 
must be busy in evangelism, reclaiming the fallen and 
edifying the church, even as we are confronting those 
who are opposing the way of truth (2 Tim. 4:1-2). 

• We must be willing to hear and evaluate the 
criticisms the change agents raise against our prac
tices. No one with an open and honest mind would 
argue that we have perfectly restored every aspect of 
Christianity to its original basis. We have not mea
sured up in zeal, devotion, purity, generosity, and 
outreach. Rather than plugging our ears and taking 
offense at such criticisms, we must face and acknowl
edge them where needed and work to right them. 

• We must take the offensive without being of
fensive. Without doubt, the ugly, harsh, abrasive atti
tude of many conservative preachers has made the 
liberal success possible. Brethren have been turned 
off and some alienated by the way many have chosen 
to wage their warfare. 

If we should succeed in routing the enemy; if we 
refute their every error and see them gone, what will 
we have at the end? If we are left a narrow, bitter 
band of do-nothing but fight church folks, we will 
have a hollow victory. The survivors will soon bite 
and destroy one another (Gal. 5: 15). Let's fight the 
good fight of faith (1 Tim. 6: 12), but let's remember 
to be "good soldiers of Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 2:3) 
whose code is fidelity, honor, and service. 
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Are Gorillas People Too? 

This partial transcript from Hannity & 
Colmes, November 8, 2002 was provided 
by the Federal Document Clearing House. 

Cal Thomas: Welcome back to Hannity & 
Colmes. I'm Cal Thomas filling in for Sean Hannity 
tonight. 

They can learn sign language, they can feel happy 
and sad, they're loyal to their families, and they even 
share about 99 percent of human DNA. I'm talking 
about chimpanzees and other highly intelligent ani
mals. 

But do these animals deserve to have legal pro
tection? Joining us tonight in Watertown, Massachu
setts, is Paul Waldau, Harvard professor and director 
of the Great Ape Legal Project. Welcome, sir. Nice to 
have you with us. 

Paul Waldau, Great Ape Legal Project: Hello, 
Cal. 

Thomas: Now we know where human rights 
come from. The book of Genesis says "God created 
us in His image." And Tom Jefferson said on the 
Declaration of Independence that all of us are cre
ated equal and endowed by our creator with certain 
inalienable rights. So where do chimpanzees' rights 
come from? 

Waldau: Many religious traditions actually hold 
that many animals are terribly important. The legal 
system here is perfectly capable of protecting other 
animals. 

Let me put it this way. Every day 300,000 hu
mans are born. That exceeds the number of chim
panzees, gorillas and orangutans in the entire world. 
They need our legal protections desperately. We're 
perfectly capable of doing that, so the current move
ment is to use legal protections as a way to ensure 
that they have a future. 

Thomas: You still really haven't told me where 
chimpanzee rights come from. We know where hu
man rights come from. You say many religious tradi
tions, but some religious traditions say that all life is 
valuable, including bugs. Some people who believe 
in reincarnation think a bug is a human being who 
had a bad life before, so how far do we go? Do we go 
down to cockroaches or where on the animal living 
life chain do we stop with this? 

Waldau: Well, the first step to take is the obvious 
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candidates. Take chimpanzees. Your lead-in men
tioned that they are 99 percent genetically identical 
to us. They have very complex kinds of intelligence, 
complex social organizations. Leading scholars use 
the word cultures for the way they live. 

So it's quite obvious that chimpanzees deserve 
protections, orangutans, quite similar, gorillas as 
well. It's a difficult question to say precisely how far 
it goes but it clearly goes as far as these animals. 

Colmes: I know how you use that line. Paul, it's 
Alan, welcome. 

Should a non-human primate have the same right 
as for example, a fetus? 

Waldau: No. I don't think so. Let me see if I can 
explain what the rights movement is about. It's about 
providing fundamental, effective legal protections, 
legal shields for these animals. No one is suggesting 
they should get the keys to the car or a ballot for a 
voting booth. 

Colmes: A lot of them voted, I think, in the last 
election. A lot of them are driving in American cities 
right now. 

Waldau: It may be the case they actually voted 
better than some of us .... 

Colmes: Some of them actually got elected. 
Waldau: I've heard that before. They are very 

complex, though, as individuals. So much so that 
each of us could easily recognize that in them. 

So are they capable of receiving legal protec
tions? Yes. Are we capable of giving that? That's a 
major question, which we're plumbing right now. 

Colmes: Let's be specific when you talk about 
chimps' rights because it sounds funny when you say 
it. But you can buy a chimpanzee for $50,000 on the 
Internet. There's no regulation on what you can or 
can't do with that creature once you get it. They're 
used for entertainment purposes. Research. What 
specific rights are you talking about? 

Waldau: The Great Ape Legal Project seeks three 
very basic protections. Protection of their lives, pro
tection of their freedom from captivity and protec
tion of freedom from intentionally inflicted harm 
like biomedical experimentation. 

Colmes: So they should not be used at all for ex
perimentation even if it can be shown that they can 
offer the understanding of a remedy or cure that no 



other creature could because they are primates like 
we are? 

Waldau: That's correct, Alan. For example, we 
forego experimentation on humans and even if we 
did experiment on them, we could get some wonder
ful benefits bur we recognize they're too compli
cated, roo wonderful as individuals to be expe ri
mented on. 

If you become familiar with chimpanzees or or
angutans or gorillas, you will draw the same conclu
sion. Complex animals, we could learn from them by 
experimenting on them just as we could by experi
menting on orphans. 

Colmes: Do you have a different idea about 
chimps or primates than you do for other kinds of 
animals? Where do you draw the line? Everybody 
says slippery slope, where is that line drawn? 

Waldau: I'm not sure where the line is drawn. I 
grew up in a culture which didn't alert me to that. 
But it's very clear that these are obvious candidates. 
We could move on to complex other animals like el
ephants or dolphins but it's extremely clear from the 
high quality science on these individuals that they 
deserve these high level protections from the legal 
system. 

Thomas: Mr. Waldau, let me return to something 
Alan said a few minutes ago related to the abortion, 
the unborn babies, fetuses, whatever some people 
call them. 

You were drawing a distinction between the 
rights of animals and are you pro-choice or pro-life 
when it comes to unborn human babies? 

Waldau: Well, I don't think that matters particu
larly. I'm quite pro protecting complex beings in the 
world. 

Thomas: Unborn baby is pretty complex, isn't it? 
Waldau: Yes .... 
Thomas: The DNA? 
Waldau: And I think an unborn chimpanzee is 

equally complex. 
Thomas: You think both should be protected in 

law? 
Waldau: No. I think it's clear that all humans de

serve protection, just as all chimpanzees, orangutans, 
all the great ape humans and nonhuman alike. 

Thomas: Including unborn babies? 
Waldau: That's an issue that your very sophisti

cated people before disagreed on and strikes me that 
there's a wide range of opinions in the American sys
tem on that. I can't really speak to that. 

Thomas: There's a wide range of opinions on 

animal rights, too, so why can't we leave things the 
way they are? 

Waldau : I can address the animal rights issue be
cause I'm familiar with the science and the philoso
phy and the ethics and that's an important issue to 
address. The other issue is a very complex issue I'll 
let the nation vote on. 

But on this particular issue, awareness needs to 
increase dramatically about how important these in
dividual animals are. 

Thomas: All right, but you would be against any 
kind of biomedical research let's say for cancer or 
AIDS or anything, if a primate could help with that 
kind of research, you would be opposed to it? 

Waldau: Absolutely, for precisely the reasons 
that we would oppose that kind of experimentation 
on a human. Each of these individuals is so remark
ably complex they deserve respect. That elevates all 
of us to give them that kind of respect. 

Colmes: We're out of time, Paul. Thanks for be
ing with us on the show tonight. Cal, good job as al
ways. Nice to see you here. That's all the time we 
have left for tonight (Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2002). 
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Feeling 11Buoyant'' Yet? 
By Howard R. Horton 

T he next time you are watching a television 
program where you see a whale breaching 
the surface of the water, do something a little 

different. Say, ''There,s Jonah rising to the topt, 
Say, "There,s God,s man, God,s prophet, surfac

ing!" Or if this "hits a little close to home," you 
might say, "That,s me! rm coming back up, Lord!" 

We humans, at one time or the other, have the 
potential to do like Peter did: Sink. We have the po
tential to end up in "pig styes." Sometimes it hap
pens because we went into sin "wide-eyed," and 
sometimes we are "blind-sighted"; over taken in a 
fault. But regardless of how it happens, it does hap
pen. So we sink. Sink, a lot of times, in despair, de
pression, disappointments. Even paranoia can set in. 
We, like Jonah, feel trapped. But that isn't bad all the 
time. For in feeling like we can't go any lower, we 
can only look up. And, that is exactly why God did 
what he did to Jonah. 

Chapter two of the book of Jonah is Jonah's 
prayer. And in that prayer Jonah fully understands 
that this is all God's doing. God had made a "top
water-plug" out of Jonah, and it wasn't lost on 
Jonah. Thus Jonah cried out by "reason of mine af-

Homosexuality 
and tbe Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest research, refuting the 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing from 
a biblical perspective the social power homosexuals have 
gained. 0-8010-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 

$19.99 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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fliction" Uonah 2:2) unto the Lord. To the very one 
he Uonah] was trying to "out run." 

In verses three and four, Jonah uses the word thy 
several times. Jonah knows full good and well who it 
is that owns the billows and the waves which have 
closed over him. And it is to the owner of these ele
ments that he will pray and plead. 

When Jonah turns to go to the holy temple of the 
Lord, he starts to rise. He is on his way up! 

Jonah says that he "remembered the Lord" (2:7); 
this is always the first step; this is the first step to feel
ing buoyant! We are "on the rise!" When the prodigal 
son (in the pig sty) remembered his father and his 
home, he was beginning to rise to the top! (Luke 
15:11ff). 

Jonah's "rise to the top" culminated in him rec
ognizing the Lord's Lordship, and that he, the Lord, 
was worthy of any and all vows, and that "salvation" 
is with the Lord (2:10). 

The Lord spake unto the fish, and the fish rose to 
the top and deposited Jonah on firm ground, solid 
ground. Ground . . . where preachers and prophets 
work. 

But, how about us? Do we feel buoyant? Can we 
feel the rise to the top when we remember the Lord? 
When we get busy with Christian living (by repen
tance and confession of wrong) do we not being to 
feel buoyant? 

No. I am not talking about imagined or super
natural feelings of being buoyant. I am talking about 
the confidence which comes from doing what the 
Lord has required of us in order that we might stand 
righteous in front of him .... Again. 

Human feelings are valuable. Especially, .. when 
they are produced by obeying something which can 
be certified and verified. Then, they (human feelings) 
are working at their best. For we know that they are 
sincere and true. Just like when the treasurer of 
Candace (Acts 8:35ff) went on his way rejoicing. 

So, need to "rise to the top?" Then, do so; rise 
up and let's do some "breaching" ourselves! Bursting 
up and out in the sunshine of the Son! 311 East Main 

Prescott, AR 71857 
Fp 



Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

I n 1965 the Brown Trail Church of Christ 
("Brown Tria l," for the uninformed, is a street in 
Hurst, Texas, which is a suburb of Fort Worth) 

inaugurated a school of preaching, after the Old Tes
tament example of the "schools of the prophets," de
signed by the illustrious prophet Samuel, and contin
ued by the prophets Elij ah and Elisha. 

The idea was to gather bright young Christian 
men and teach them more fully the "scripture, in
spired by God," filling them with an informed zeal, 
and sending them out "to teach others also" (2 Tim. 
2:2) . 

Over the years the school has produced a large 
number of church-trained teachers and has contrib
uted mightily to the good of the kingdom. 

The Brown Trail church has also imp'roved upon 
the opportunity to teac h the words of life through 
television. It originated and successfully prosecuted 
an outstanding television program teaching the won
derful words of life. 

The Brown Trail church has made a substantial 
contribution to the cause of truth and righteousness. 

Over the years the Brown Trail School of Preach
ing has enjoyed the services of such outstanding di
rectors as Roy Deaver, Wendell Wi nkler, and Dave 
Miller. The present director, Maxie Boren, is equally 
talented and dedicated. 

It is our happy anticipation that the Brown Trail 
church will continue to provide such exce llent ser
vice to our great brotherhood. 

"To God Be the Glory." 

Col 2:3 ... in whom are hidden all treasures 
of wisdom aud knowledge 

• 13 Chapters, questions included 
• Tested and proven in &dies' classes 
• Easy-ro-teac/; jr1rmat 
• Forew01d by Wayne jackson 
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Cotham-Davis Debate 
on the Godhead and Miracles Today 
Swainsboro, Georgia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 
The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person, namely, Jesus Christ 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced in the early days of the 
church are for believers today. 
Affi rm : Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback, 234 pgs. BDCR03 ......................... .. ......... $6.95 

Cotham -John Debate 
on Miracles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50 s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affirm: Perry B . Cotham 
Deny: Peter John 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue in the 
church today 
Affirm: Peter John, Amble Church, Amble, Michigan 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 ............... .. ................... $5.00 

Pe•·•·y B. Cotham 
and John llm·tley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-Apri l 2, 1980 

$3.00 s&h 

Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church} continue in the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

Paperback, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ............ .......................... $5.00 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

$3.00 s&h 
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59th Annual 

Faulkner University Bible Lectureship 
"Our Heavenly Home" 

-March 3-6, 2003-

-Daily lectures/classes Tuesday· Thursday begin at 8 a.m.

Speakers 

Ken Franklin 
Billy Ross 
Claude Flynn 
Winfred Claiborne 
Richard O'Conner 
Roger Hubbert 
Marshall Underwood 
Charlie Boddy 
James Wllcutt 
Don Myers 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
AI Franks 
Turner Paseur 
Travis Brown 
Scott McCown 
Tom McClure 
Brad Harrub 

Monday, March 3 

Jack Andrews 
Steve Housley 
James Wyers 
Les Baxter 
Mark Jones 
Jeff Abrams 
David Short 
Dan Wheeler 
Van Ingram 
Philip Hathcock 
Andy Kizer 
Phillip Hines 
Bob Clardy 
Don Brannan 
Eddie Finch 
Maurice Conway 
Cecil Hutson 

Byron Laird 
Art Baker 
David Myers 
David Sargent 
Pete Murff 
Stan Butt 
Charles Draper 
Basil Overton 
Aavll Nichols 
Neal Pollard 
Andy Johnson 
E. A. Brannan 
Ernie Chappell 
Jack Reece 
Charles Curtis 
Allen Webster 
Bruce Tucker 

3:30 p.m .................. Dedication of the V.P..Biack College of Biblical Studies 

Steve Brown 
Glenn Newton 
David Howell 
Lonnie Jones 
Charles Box 
Willie Hamblin 
Charlie Britnell 
Ervin Jackson 
Gary Hampton 
Barry Bennett 
For the ladles 
Debbie Bumbalough 
Winnie May 
Louise Lambert 
Shannon Burch 
Henri McDaniel 
Mattie Jackson 

7:30 p.m .................. "Looking for a City" ................................................................................................ Shelton Gibbs 
Tuesday, March 4 - Alumni Day 

11 :00 a.m .................. Chapel - To Dream the Possible Dream .............................. Mike Nix, Lads to Leader Speaker 
12:00 noon ................ Friends for Faulkner Luncheon 
3:30 p.m .................. Open Forum, Does a Dying Saint Go Directly 

to Heaven or to a Place of Waiting? ................................. Hardeman Nichols, Wendell Winkler 
7:00 p.m .................. Faulkner Chorus 
7:30 p.m .................. Resurrection of Christ ................................................................................................ Dan Winkler 

Wednesday, March 5 - Elders Day 
11 :00 a.m .................. Chapel - You Owe it to Yourself ................................. Jim Chamblee, Lads to Leader Speaker 
12:00 noon ................ The Light Side of Being in the Light ....................................................................... Charles White 
3:30 p.m .................. Open Forum, Leadership Issues .................... Merle Farris, Wallace Johnson, Stafford North 
7:30 p.m .................. Resurrection of the Body ................................................................................................ Jess Hall 

Thursday, March 6 - Board Members Day 
11 :00 a.m .................. Chapel - The Anatomy of an Attitude ......................... Dennis Jones, Lads to Leader Speaker 
12:00 noon ................ THE FBI, CIA, and KGB .................................................................................... Wayne Dunaway 
3:30 p.m .................. Open Forum, Questions and Answers ............................................ Cecil May, Jr., Phil Sanders 
7:30 p.m .................. Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All ........................................................................ Ralph Gilmore 

Congregational Singing at 7 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

Coffee and Pie Fellowship Hosted by Area Congregations Follwing the Final Lecture Each Evening. 

if 
Faulkner University 

A CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 

Biblical Studies • Faulkner Unlversl • 5345 Atlanta H Ala. • 334·386-7154 • cma @faulkner.edu 
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Potpourri ••• 
C hange is everywhere and persistent, there

fore we must hold to God's unchanging 
hand for stability and sanity. 

The church is a kingdom that will survive the 
melting and dissolving of earth and its material con
tents. Shaken things - earthly things - will one day 
be removed (Heb. 12:27), but Christians have "a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken" (Heb. 12:28). 

When boisterous waves are tossing high, we can 
walk on the water because we "look to Jesus, the au
thor and perfecter of our faith." 

When the last trumpet sounds, the child of God 
will be secure in the fellowship of the all-conquering 
Christ. 

Looking at the vicissitudes of life, we may be 
tempted to despair, but when we by faith look at the 
unseen things of eternity, we take heart and press on. 

This section of our paper is designed to note the 
good, the bad, the ugly, and the beautiful in human 
behavior. It aims to cause us to "abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that which is good." 

Survey 
$American parents worry most about whether 

their children will have good character and values 
and they see America's popular culture as their ad
versary, according to a new survey. 

"Parents today are struggling very hard to raise 
respectful, responsible, well-behaved children," said 
Deborah Wadsworth, president of Public Agenda, 
which released its parenting survey, ''A Lot Easier 
Said Than Done." 

But 76 percent of parents felt their job was "a lot 
harder" than what their parents faced, said the sur
vey, based on telephone interviews of 1,607 parents 
of children ages 5 to 17. 

Logic and the Bible 
by Thomas B. Warren 

The rejection of the crucial role of valid reasoning in con
nection with the explicit teaching of the Bible is a most seri
ous problem facing religion. This book proves that men are 
under obligation to be rational - they must draw only such 
conclusions as are warranted by the evidence. 

$8.00 plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 

The survey asked parents to choose their "big
gest challenge." Nearly half said they were most con
cerned about shielding their children from "negative 
societal influences." 

These negative influences include drugs and al
cohol, someone seeking to harm their children, anti
social peer groups and media messages. Television 
was blamed for its incessant vulgar language, vio
lence and "adult" themes, especially between 8 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. 

It's also true that popular culture has become 
coarsened by pornographic "pop-up" ads on the In
ternet. 

The top five "absolutely essential" values that 
parents want for their children are for them to be 
honest and truthful, respectful of others, self-disci
plined, striving for academic excellence, and self-suf
ficient. 

Father of uGay Rights" Dies 
0 In noting the passing of Harry Hay - the man 

who first organized homosexuals as a political mi
nority - no mainstream media outlets reported that 
Hay was an advocate of pedophile rights and the no
torious group NAMBLA. 

NAMBLA is the North American Man/Boy Love 
Association, a group that advocates for the legaliza
tion of sex between men and boys, and an end to all 
"age of consent" laws. 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daugherty 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 

(304) 845-8001 
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H ay, who died recently at age 90, formed the 
first American homosexual activist group, the 
Mattachine Society, in 1950. He conceived of the 
idea of organizing homosexuals at a time when most 
were afraid to even be discovered as such. Hay was 
also a committed Communist who married to hide 
his homosexuality so that he could join the Party. 

Hay founded The Spirit of Stonewall and its dec
laration read in part: 

Stonewall was the spontaneous action of mar
ginal people oppressed by the mainstream - of 
teenaged drag queens, pederasts, transsexuals, 
hustlers, a nd others despised by respectable 
straights and 'discreet' homosexuals .... 

SOS is an ad hoc committee of lesbian, gay 
and other individuals and groups formed to 
bring Stonewall 25 [celebrating the 25'h anniver
sary] back to the principles of gay liberation. We 
focus on one of the most glaring departures 
from those pr inciples: the attempt to exclude 
[NAMBLA] .... 

NAMBLA's record as a responsible gay orga
nization is well known. NAMBLA was spawned 
by the gay community and has been in every ma
jo r gay and lesbian march ... . NAMBLA's call for 
the abolition of age of consent is not the issue. 
NAMBLA is a bona fide participant in the gay 

, .............. <1.""'-D 

Immortality -
All of Us Will Be Somewhere 
Forever 
by Thomas Warren, Ph.D. 

A study of what happens after physical 
death of humans - where they will be 
and what experiences they will know. 0-
934916-12-8, pback, 269 pgs. 

The Bible Only Makes 
Christians Only 
and the Only Christians 
by Thomas B. Warren, Ph.D. 

The 37 chapters discuss the following: 
Introductory Matters, God's Word, The 
Bible, God's Law of Authority, God's Law 
of Inclusion, God's Law of Faithfulness, 
God's Law of Exclusion, The Uniqueness 
and Essentiality of the Church for Which 
Jesus Died, Certitude in Regard to Member
ship in the Church for Which Jesus Died, 
Christian Unity - the Unity for Which Jesus 
Prayed and Died, Some Possible Objec
tions, Brief Reminders of Some Crucial 
Points. BKAB04, pback, 217 pgs. 

$8.00 each book 
s&h for one book $3.50 • for both books $4.25 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

28 January 2003 
Firm Foundation 

and lesbian movement. NAMBLA deserves 
strong support in its r ights of free speech and as
sociation and its members' protection from dis
crimination and bashing. 

Ramadan 
\?l Ramadan, ninth month of the Islamic year, the 

holy month of fasting ordained by the Q ur'an (Ko
ran) for all adult Muslims. According to the Qur'an, 
the fast of Ramadan has been instituted so that be
li evers "may cultivate piety"; this particular month 
was designated because it was the month during 
which Muhammad received the first of the Qur'an's 
revelations. 

The fast during Ramadan begins each day at 
dawn, when the "white thread becomes distinct from 
the black thread," and ends immediately at sunset. 
During the fast Muslims are forbidden to eat, drink, 
or smoke. Before retirement each night, special con
gregational prayers are offered in which long pas
sages of the Qur'an are recited. The night between 
the 26th and 27th days of Ramadan, on which the 
first revelation occurred, is called the Night of Deter
mination, during which, according to the Qur'an, 
God determines the course of the world for the fol
lowing year. The day after the end of Ramadan is 
called the Fast-Breaking and is celebrated with spe
cial prayers and festivities (Encarta Encyclopedia) . 

Episcopal Bishop Picks Liberal Aide 
til Episcopal conservatives privately are gnashing 

their collective teeth over the appointment of a lib
eral, divorced, female prelate as assistant bishop for 
the Diocese of Washington. 

"It is wretched. It is embarrassing," said Diane 
Knippers, an Episcopalian who heads the Institute of 
Religion and Democracy in the District. "Here we 
have this high-profile diocese and they appoint 
someone stuck in the left from the 1960s. She's an 
insult to mainstream Episcopalians." 

Retired Episcopal Bishop Barbara Harris, 72, will 
start work in the District next summer, says an an
nouncement released by the Episcopal Diocese of 
Washington. She will live in the District for one week 
each month while maintaining her principal residence 
in her hometown of Philadelphia. She will consult by 
phone from Philadelphia for an additional week each 
month (The Washington Times, Nov. 7, 2002). 

New Catholic Rules 
!?lThe Vatican said Nov. 5, 2002, it is drafting new 

guidelines for accepting candidates fo r the [Catholic] 
priesthood. News reports say the document will 



include directives against the admission of homosexu
als (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 6, 2002, via E. Davis). 

fou Ain't Seen Nothing ret 
@New York's newest museum is a discreet affair, 

the architectural equivalent of a plain brown wrap
per. The windows facing Fifth Avenue are milk white 
to discourage peepers. Knee-level lettering identifies 
it as the Museum of Sex. 

The museum's galleries brim with photos and 
films of naked men and women in a variety of geo
metrically arresting poses. 

Daniel Gluck, the Museum's founder, said, "We 
believe pornography is a form of popular culture, 
like Levi's or Coca-Cola. We want to take this mate
rial and give it its proper place (Chicago Tribune, 
Nov. 6, 2002- thanks, Earl Davis). 

Untouchable 
OThe New York Times carried a letter in its 

popular question-and-answer column, written by 
Randy Cohen. The letter said, "The courteous and 
competent real estate agent I'd just hired to rent my 

The Firm Foundation 
of God Standeth 

edited by Bill Cline 

The 33 chapters in this 1984 Firm Foundation lecture
ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W. R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry Co
tham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Hearn, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
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house shocked and offended me when, after we 
signed our contract, he refused to shake my hand, 
saying that as an Orthodox Jew he did not touch 
women." The question was, "Should I tear up the 
contract?" Cohen's answer: "Yes, tear up the con
tract" (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 7, 2002). 

Vagrants 
~)San Francisco has been paying up to $400 per 

month to the homeless. The result has been to make 
the homeless more numerous. So, the cash grants 
have been slashed to $59 per month (Chicago Tri
bune, Nov. 9, 2002). 

@Philadelphia has launched an ad campaign to 
discourage giving spare change to panhandlers (aka 
homeless) because it encourages more panhandling 
(aka homelessness) (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 9, 2002). 

@New Orleans has removed park benches from 
its historic Jackson Square, so the homeless can no 
longer use them for beds (Chicago Tribune, Nov 9, 
2002). 

0 New York's new mayor, Michael Bloomberg, 
vowed to revive former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani's 
controversial sweeps of the homeless off the streets 
and subways (Chicago Tribune, Nov. 9, 2002). 

[Churches seeking to "impact" the beggar-class 
should maybe re-think their generosity and consider 
if they are subsidizing sloth and feeding dependency. 
Some "Christian" charity, I fear, promotes prostitu
tion and robbery and drug addiction, but it makes 
you feel good.] 

Seating 
0 In early churches worshipers stood throughout 

the services, said Duncan Stroik, an associate profes
sor of architecture at the University of Notre Dame. 
Pews began to appear as sermons lengthened (Chi
cago Tribune, Nov. 15, 2002). 

Cartoon 
@Running from responsibility is the only exer

cise I get. 

Club Drugs 
@Drug Enforcement Administration chief Asa 

Hutchinson will announce a major offensive today 
[Nov. 21, 2002] to curb the growing use of "club 
drugs," now being produced and sold in record num
bers nationwide. 

"Club drugs" is a widely used term for a number 
of illicit drugs most commonly found at nightclubs 
and all-night parties called "raves." Primary among 
them is Ecstasy, along with Ketamine and GHB, al-
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though many others are available on the rave circuit. 
Because the abuse of club drugs is soaring and 

their use among teenagers has nearly doubled over 
the past four years, Mr. Hutchinson has sought to in
crease nationwide awareness of their dangers. D EA 
officials are concerned that the number of teenage 
abusers could double again in another five years, par
ticularly with Ecstasy, largely driven by the inaccu
rate perception it is a harmless drug. 

Ecstasy is the popular name for the stimulant 
methyldiocymethamphetamine (MDMA), which is 
often used at rock concerts and all-night raves. It 
suppresses the desire to eat, drink or sleep and can 
cause unconsciousness, seizures from heatstroke, 
heart failure, brain damage and death. 

The D EA said Ecstasy, known on the street as 
XTC, go, X, Adam and hug drug, is distributed in tab
let form, which often are imprinted with graphic de
signs or commercial logos. Ecstasy can also be crushed 
and snorted, injected or used in suppository form. 

Ketamine is known on the street as jet, super acid, 
special K, green, K and cat valium. It comes in a clear 
liquid and an off-white powder form. Marketed as a 
general anesthetic for human and veterinary use, the 
only known source of Ketamine is from pharmacies. 

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 

-Proven Successful
Over 357 "requests" 

for Bible correspondence course 

-Very Economical
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by Mall: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers . ... 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 

Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • Apri11999 ... 

For free details contact 
Lloyd Ellison • lellison4@houston.rr.com 

P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 
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Ketamine, which costs between $20 and $25 per 
dose, can cause delirium, amnesia, depression and 
long-term memory and cognitive difficulties, the DEA 
said. 

GHB, or gamma hydroxybutyric acid, is known 
on the street as liquid Ecstasy, scoop, easy lay, Geor
gia home boy, grievous bodily harm, liquid x and 
goop, and comes either as an odorless, colorless liq
uid or as a white powder (The Washington Times, 
Nov. 11, 2002). 

Planned Parenthood 
~New York, Nov. 19, 2002- "In its never-ending 

effort to promote the gospel of 'choice,' Planned Par
enthood has chosen to mock the Christian faith by 
issuing a holiday card with the message, 'Choice on 
Earth,'" said Jim Sedlak of STOPP International (a 
project of American Life League). 

"Planned Parenthood likes to portray itself as a 
tolerant organization constantly searching for diver
sity. But this blatant attack on Christian values -and 
Christ Himself- is just another demonstration of the 
truly bigoted nature of Planned Parenthood," Sedlak 
said. 

"By replacing 'peace' with 'choice,' Planned Par
enthood is essentially saying 'abortion on earth.' 
This is an extremely repugnant message to be spread
ing during the Christmas season. Planned Parent
hood has insulted Christians and Christianity by de
forming a slogan that refers to the Peace of Christ." 

ladical Homosexuals 
@Pride At Work, a creation of the AFL-CIO, and 

the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, are joining 
in protest of local Wal-Mart stores on November 21. 
The organizations want to pressure the nation's larg-

BIEDSIDE J" 

MANNEJRS Bedside 
Manners 
by Katie Maxwell 

A trained hospital counselor provides a short course 
of practical "dos and don'ts" for visiting the sick, 
listing support organizations, resources, and appro
priate scriptures to use. 0-8010-6265-9 pb, 112 pgs. 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 



est retailer to enact homosexual domestic partner 
benefits and include sexual orientation in its nondis
crimination policy. (The Task Force is a leftist "gay" 
group that is allied with sadomasochists and wife
swapping sexual "swingers.") 

The Pride at Work press release says that activists 
plan to "shine a light on the real Wal-Mart," where 
there is "no written nondiscrimination policy on 
sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expres
sion" and where there are "no domestic partner ben
efits for Wal-Mart employees." 

Minority leader 
$Nancy Pelosi is the new U.S. House of Repre

sentatives minority leader. She has a 100 percent rat
ing from NARAL; she was the keynote speaker for 
the pro-abortion rally in Washington last January. 
Rep. Pelosi supports legalizing gay [homosexual] 
marriage and federal needle exchanges to fight AIDS. 
Her House floor remarks on June 2 7 marking San 
Francisco's gay pride week are par for the course: 
"This is our time to celebrate San Francisco's proud 
history of advocacy for equal rights for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people" (Word, Nov. 23, 
2002). 

Iucado 
The big contemporary Christian music concert of 

the season features not only music from superstars 
but sermons from Max Lucado. World magazine 
commented: 

If Chevrolet will sponsor Max Lucado this 
might open up a whole new horizon for cash
strapped churches. Churches could sell naming 
rights to help fund sanctuaries. Worshippers 
could choose between Coca-Cola Baptists 
Church, Budweiser Lutheran, St. Haagen-Daz 
Episcopal, or FTD Florist Presbyterian. Choir 
robes could sport a Nike swoosh. Stained-glass 
windows would make a great display for corpo
rate logos, especially the four-color quadrants of 
Microsoft Windows (Nov. 23, 2002). 

Quotes 
0 Mike Slaughter, coach of the Marquette High 

School football team in Alton, Ill., after some parents 
suggested that the team not suspend 16 starting play
ers who were arrested for underage drinking at a 
party, said: "We stand for certain things. Kids have to 
be responsible for their actions." The coach sus
pended the players and the 10-0 Explorers ended 
their season with a 63-0 loss in the playoffs. 

0 Micah A Zoerner told police that the video 
game "Grand Theft Auto" inspired him to go on a 

100-vehicle auto theft spree. The 19-year-old said 
that committing the crimes was challenging and fun. 

'Til Death Do Us Part 
$Homosexual marriage wasn't all Glen 

Rosengarten thought it would be. He petitioned the 
State of Connecticut to dissolve his civil union, and 
now his legal fight is continuing after his death. 

Mr. Rosengarten "united" with partner Peter 
Downes in Vermont in 2002, after the state enacted 
the first law legalizing such arrangements. But things 
went sour for the couple, and Vermont courts re
quire at least one partner to be a resident before it 
rules on dissolution. So Mr. Rosengarten filed a peti
tion in his home state of Connecticut. Superior and 
appellate court judges ruled against him, pointing 
out that they have no jurisdiction over civil-union 
matters because Connecticut does not recognize 
same-sex unions. So he appealed to the state Su
preme Court, which agreed to hear the case. 

Mr. Rosengarten died this month of lymphoma, 
but his lawyers want to keep the case alive, with the 
executor of the man's estate standing in for him in 
court. The case reveals a twist to the gay-unions de
bate. Even states that outlaw or do not recognize 
such "marriages" may be stuck cleaning up the after
math. Vermont Deputy Secretary of State William 
Dalton claims that he often receives inquiries about 
gay divorces. He said last July that he tells them, "If 
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you want to get out of this, you're going to have 
some problems if you don't become a resident of 
Vermont." 

OHensive 
\?l Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko signed 

into law one of the most repressive religion laws in all 
the former Soviet republics . In effect, it establishes the 
Russian Orthodox Church as the favored state reli
gion. It bans activity of "unregistered" religious 
groups and makes it nearly impossible for minority 
religious groups to register (Word, Nov. 23, 2002) . 

No! No! 
®George Carey told Anglican bishops to main

tain a biblical stand on homosexuality. Just before his 
retirement as Archbishop of Canterbury, he sent a 
private letter to the 42 diocesan bishops in the 
Church of England warning that the Anglican 
Church is in danger of coming apart over the issue. 

Archbishop of Wales Rowan Williams will be 
Archbishop Carey's successor in February. He has or
dained a practicing homosexual, but also sa id he 
would not impose his views on the rest of the 
church. Williams, by the way, joined an order of dru
ids (an ancient religion practiced in Britain, Ireland, 
and Gaul until the people of those areas were con-
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verted to Christianity) last summer. Druids worship 
nature instead of the God of nature. 

Fearful 
t?lYou know the old -very old - one about the 

fe llow taking the Rorschach test who is told by the 
psychiatrist that he has a dirty mind, and he responds, 
'You're the one showing the dirty pictures." Well, it 
seems the Centers for Disease Control was sponsoring 
a workshop on "Great Sex" as part of a Stop AIDS 
Project. CDC promised the event would provide 
"some fun interactive intimacy games to help you 
keep sex safe and hot!" People sending e-mails to pro
test the program discovered that their messages were 
never received. CDC computers were blocking the 
messages because they contained "obscene" materials 
that violated government decency standards. The ob
scene materials in question were the materials used by 
CDC to publicize the workshop. Your government at 
work. Against itself (First Things, Nov. 2002). 

Amazing 
®Sarah Lyall reports in the New York Times on a 

Turkish immigrant in Sweden who killed his twenty
six-year old daughter because she "dishonored" the 
family by adapting Swedish mores. 

Not a Prayer 
®Since January, when a judge ordered Virginia 

Military Institute to stop its traditional dinner 
prayers, Col. Ronald D. Ray, USMCR (Ret.) has been 
fighting to overturn the controversial ruling. If the 
battle is lost, he predicts an ACLU juggernaut that 
will strip God from the service academies and even 
from aircraft carriers, whose warriors will soar into 
harm's way with a wing and not a prayer. 

"Dinnertime prayers have been said at the 162-
year-old military academy since Thomas]. 'Stonewall' 
Jackson taught there," Ray told NewsMax.com. "The 
prayers mention God but not Jesus Christ, and are 
given by a 'cadet chaplain.' Cadets are required to 
stand during the prayer, but are not required to stand 
at attention, bow their heads or fold their hands." 

Politically Correct? 
®It is no accident that the PC movement coa

lesced on our college campuses. Liberal thought has 
long dominated academia, all the way from kinder
garten to graduate school. 

By now you are familiar with the famous boycotts 
of Dr. Laura's TV show and the assaults on her adver
tisers by the gay/ lesbian community. This is because 
Dr. Laura feels that homosexuality is not normal. It 



also runs afoul of her orthodox Jewish religious be
liefs, and so she states her position on her radio show. 

It should be pointed out here that Dr. Laura's 
position is amazingly mainstream. She states that ho
mosexuality is not normal and that it is often a de
structive lifestyle. Until the PC movement declared 
otherwise, this was the prevailing thought in most 
religions and in most civilized areas of the world. 
You don't have to hate homosexuals to be disgusted 
by what the term implies. Besides, Dr. Laura is taking 
a stand against a certain behavior that she disagrees 
with. If we now have "behavior rights," then wait for 
the pedophiles to start coming out of the woodwork. 
Why not? No one will be able to speak out against 
them lest he be accused of "behavior discrimination" 
(NewsMax.com, Nov. 23, 2002). 

Education? 
\9}"jean-Jacques Rousseau, writing in the 18th 

century, influenced the growth of 'child-centered' 
education as much as any historical figure. Known 
more as a political philosopher than educationist, 
Rousseau nonetheless was instrumental in promoting 
the Romantic vision of schooling, the notion that 
'children can and should learn all things naturally,' 
exploring the world around them through their in
nate curiosity, relying on their senses more than 
books or other artificial devices. 

" In 'Emile,' Rousseau made the case for a peda
gogy based on experiential learning guided by the in
terests of the child, where the tutor was to 'do noth
ing.' (Rousseau, indeed, did nothing in his own 
parenting, abandoning all five of his children while 
they were infants.) 

"Rousseau was neither the first nor the last edu
cational theorist to advance the ideas based on virtu
ally no hard empirical evidence" Q. Martin Roches-
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Exploring the World of WICCA 

by Craig S. Hawkins 

This carefully researched explanation of witchcraft 
and other neopagan religions separates fact and fic
tion and evaluates their dangers. 0-801 0-5382-X 
paperback, 232 pages 

$18.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • )prophet@qulk.com 
P. O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1 -888-367-6216 

ter, from his new book Class Warfare: Besieged 
Schools, Bewildered Parents, Betrayed Kids and the 
Attack on Excellence). 

Dalai Lama 
{9} New Delhi - Followers of the Dalai Lama fear 

that worshipers of a wrathful Tibetan deity, which 
often is depicted as a three-eyed warrior riding a 
snow lion through a sea of boiling blood, are deter
mined to kill their spiritual leader. 

Posters threatening the life of the Dalai Lama 
have appeared in recent weeks in Dharamsala, the 
northern Indian city where the Tibetan leader set up 
a government in exile. The posters typically warn 
that the Dalai Lama and his followers will be killed if 
they do not leave India. 

Police, who have tightened security around the 
67 -year-old exile, bel ieve that the Tibetan Shugden 
sect is behind the threats. 

The Shugdens worship the 350-year-old deity 
Dorje Shugden, who typically is depicted wielding a 
sword, wearing a necklace of 50 severed human heads 
and baring four fangs as sharp as the ice of a glacier. 

T he Shugdens consider themselves the guardians 
of Tibetan Buddhism. Opponents label them "the 
Talibans of Tibetan Buddhism,'' likening them to the 
fanatical Muslim sect that until last year ruled Af
ghanistan (The Washington Times, Nov. 23, 2002). 

Gay Sex in Park 
~> Prince William County residents near Conway 

Robinson State Park say that homosexual men con
tinue to go there for public sex, despite the recent 
sentencing of more than 50 people arrested in stings 
during the summer. 

"I think it's worse than it was before," said 
Deedee Schaeffer, co-owner of a diner near the 400-
acre, unstaffed reserve on Route 28 in Manassas. 
"They're just slapping them on the wrists.'' 

Prince William County officials said most of the 
men were charged with misdemeanors and received 
probation or one-year jail sentences that were sus
pended or reduced to 10 days. They also paid fines 
of $120 to $200. 

However, one man was charged with a felony 
count for sodomy and received a suspended sentence 
of five years. Five other men also face felony charges 
that carry sentences of one to five years in jail, offi
cials said. 

The arrests follow undercover stings in May and 
August by state police who arrested the men on 
charges including criminal solicitation, disorderly 
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conduct, indecent exposure, sodomy and assault and 
battery, officials said. 

The troopers said that some of the men grabbed 
and groped them during the arrests, and that they 
were occasionally assaulted while trying to serve the 
arrest warrants (The Washington Times, Nov. 25, 
2002). 

Church and State 
C9lTwo books published recently clarify the mean

ing of the Constitutional rule that "Congress shall 
make no law respecting the establishments of reli
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 

The two books are" Philip Hamburger's Separa
tion of Church and State (Harvard), and Daniel L. 
Dreisbach's Thomas jefferson and the Wall of Separa
tion Between Church and State (New York University 
Press). The two authors convincingly argue that the 
Constitutional provision on church and state does 
not mean that nothing religious- especially Judea
Christian religions- separate churches from all lev
els of government. 

Christianity Today (Oct. 7, 2002) observed, "We 
bid good riddance to the bigoted view that God-fear
ing people had best keep their opinions to them
selves." 

Abomination Welcome 
\9lAccording to North American Report "the First 

Christian Reformed Church in Toronto. has opened 
church leadership to practicing homosexual mem
bers "living in committed relationships," a move the 
denomination expressly prohibits. 

Monkeys or Maker 
OThe Ohio state school board voted in Decem

ber on science standards recommending that teach
ers "critically analyze evolution." A committee of the 
state board of education members also recom
mended allowing "competing theories," which 
would include advocates of intelligent design (Chris
tianity Today, Dec. 9, 2002). 

llicks 
OCleanFlicks is a video company that cuts nu

dity, sex, violence, and bad language from films. The 
Directors Guild of America wants to shut it down, 
saying "It destroys the credibility of our films and 
our names." (Well, maybe so.) 

Ohio Union 
Cil Facing religious discrimination charges, an 

Ohio teachers union has agreed to send a member's 
dues to a charity because the union's social advocacy 

3 4 ~i~~aVound;~~! 

violates her religious beliefs. 
The agreement comes a year after Kathleen 

Klamut, of Mogadore, filed charges with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission against the 
Ohio Education Association and its local affiliate for 
refusing to accommodate her religious objections. 

Mrs. Klamut objected to subsidizing what she 
claimed was the union's pro-abortion agenda, and 
asked the group to redirect her dues to the American 
Cancer Society (The Washington Times, Nov. 26, 
2002). 

Homosexual feen 
$A homosexual teenager was arrested in Chi

cago for killing a woman who tried to persuade him 
to change his sexual orientation - a case that critics 
argue should be labeled as a hate crime that deserves 
national attention. 

Nicholas Gutierrez, 19, was charged Nov. 16 
with first-degree murder and burglary after police 
said he beat, kicked, stabbed and strangled 51-year
old Mary Stachowicz, then placed her body in a 
crawl space under the floor in his apartment. 

Critics of the homosexual movement said the 
case should be treated as a hate crime against Chris
tians because Mr. Gutierrez killed Mrs. Stachowicz 
after she shared her religious beliefs with him. 

Police said Mr. Gutierrez confessed that he be
came enraged after Mrs. Stachowicz started asking 
him questions about his sexual orientation. 

Mr. Gutierrez told police the argument with Mrs. 
Stachowicz reminded him of debates he had with his 
mother, and he started having flashbacks to those 
quarrels. p, 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Are sexual relations between scriptur
ally married partners pleasing to God, even 

when their purpose is not to bring children into the 
world? Is birth control scriptural when practiced by 
legitimately married couples? 

Response : Yes, to both questions.Religious ob
jections to birth control are based on the idea 

that procreation (producing children) is the only le
gitimate purpose for marital sexual love, and it is 
therefore wrong to thwart that purpose by artificial 
means. 

1 Corinthians 7:2-5 
The Bible teaches, however, that there are other rea
sons for sexual union in marriage. One is "because of 
fornications" (1 Cor. 7:2), that is, to provide a legiti
mate outlet for sexual desire for both men and 
women. 

1 Corinthians 7:2-4 has three pairs of commands 
for husbands and wives, based on the existence of 
this desire, which God has placed in them: 

Each man should have (sexually) his own wife 
and each woman should have her own husband (v. 
2); The husband should give the wife the sexual af
fection due her, and likewise the wife to her husband 
(v. 3); The wife does not have authority over her 
own body, but the husband does, and the husband 
does not have authority over his own body, but the 
wife does (v. 4). 

As a result, as verse 5 says, neither husband nor 
wife is to "defraud" the other by withholding sexual 
attention. The use of the word defraud carries the 
presumption that to withhold sexual affection from a 
mate is to steal from them what is rightfully theirs. 

Hebrews 13:4 
Scripture also says, "Marriage is honorable in all and 
the bed undefiled" (Heb. 13:4). 

The language is explicit. The marriage bed is 
honorable. It is "fornicators and adulterers," those 
who engage in sexual activity outside of their mar
riages, that "God will judge." 

An Ancient But Erroneous Idea 
The idea that sex itself is inherently unclean, or at 
least somehow less than virtuous, and therefore must 
be justified by the need for preservation of the spe
cies, is not true, but it is quite pervasive. 

The discovery of sex is often associated with 
"original sin. " The phrase "forbidden fruit" is fre
quently given sexual connotations, perhaps due to 
the fact that Adam and Eve realized they were naked 
as a result of their sin of eating the forbidden tree. 

H owever, Adam and Eve were told to "be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth" (Gen. 1 :28), before 
sin entered the picture. 

So God plan ned and commanded from the be
ginning, before sin entered the picture, for man and 
woman to enjoy one another sexually as man and 
wife. 

A LiHie Historical Theology 
In "the middle ages," also called "the dark ages," the 
notion that sex, even within marriage, was less than 
virtuous was further developed. 

"Priestly celibacy" was ordered, even though 
"bishops" were required by the Bible to be "the hus-
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band of one wife" (1 Tim. 3 :2). A note in the Roman 
Catholic Douay Version of the Bible at this verse 
says: 

In St. Paul, 'bishop' and 'presbyter' were used 
convertibly, and probably priests are here in
cluded under the term 'bishops.' ... priestly celi
bacy as a law is of later ecclesiastical institution. 

Monasteries and nunneries developed under the 
notion that removal from the world, and especially 
from marital entanglements, were necessary if one 
was to be "a religious." 

As theological devotion to Mary grew, so did the 
idea that, if Mary was to be as "holy" as they felt she 
must be to be our "mediatrix," she had to be forever 
a virgin. That dogma developed rapidly, and the title 
"perpetual virgin" was officially assigned Mary in 
the sixth century. 

This is all in spite of the fact that the Bible says 
Joseph "took to him his wife and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her firstborn son" 
(Matt. 1 :24-25). 

There is no reason to suppose Joseph and Mary 
did not live together normally as man and wife after 
the birth of Jesus. The Bible even names four broth
ers of Jesus, and notes that he had sisters (Matt. 
13:55-56). 

Although she was "blessed among women" (Luke 
1:28), and chosen to bear the Son of God, the Bible 
never indicates Mary is to be prayed to. 

No one is to be given honor due only to Deity, 
and no one is mediator between God and men but 
"the man, Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). But, however 
much honor is due her, it is not at all diminished by 
recognizing her as a faithful, loving wife. 
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Purity Does Not Require Celibacy 
In Titus 2:4-5, the older women are told to teach the 
"younger women to love their husbands, to love 
their children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers." 
The word for "chaste" is agnos, which is also trans
lated "pure." Godly, faithful wives are pure, as they 
love their husbands and children. 

Marriage is completely honorable. The marriage 
bed is undefiled. There is no shame in a husband and 
wife loving each other, and no reason to need a rea
son for sexual union in marriage, other than showing 
love and meeting a need that God himself gave and 
provided marriage to satisfy. 

A Biblical Example - Not! 
A biblical instance sometimes cited as demonstrating 
God opposes birth control is the case of Onan. Onan 
"spilled his semen upon the ground" to keep from 
fathering a child by his partner, Tamar, and was pun
ished by God for that action (Gen. 38:9.) A word in 
modern English dictionaries, onanism, is derived 
from this instance. 

This is not, however, an example of general dis
approval of birth control by the Lord. Tamar's first 
husband, Er, had died, and by a law of that time (re
ferred to as the law of Levirate marriage) his brother 
Onan was to take her for a wife, and the first child of 
that union was to be considered Er's heir. The patri
arch Judah, Er and Onan's father, had commanded 
that to be done (Gen. 38:8). 

Onan did not want to father his deceased 
brother's heir. To do so would decrease his own share 
of inheritance. His punishment was for refusing that 
duty, not for practicing birth control generally. 

Birth Control, Not Abortion 
Abortion, taking the life of an already conceived 
child, is an altogether different matter, but prevent
ing conception from taking place is not wrong. 
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-Alaska-

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m. , 6 p.m. 
Contact j oe Tyler (32 I ) 254-226 I. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 54 10 Lake Howell Rd. , Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian - I 045 Main St. Sun. I 0, I I a.m., 6 
p.m. (56 I ) 589-5 140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 401 7 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m. , 6 p.m. ( I . I miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri -
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 I 7) 334-3866. 
3931. Contact Wm. V. Clary 344-6715 or Andrew 
L Laux (907) 243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, HW)' 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Ohio-
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fairborn, near Dayton and Wright-l'a.nerson 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-301 I or (907) AFB., 922 S. Central (937) 878-0452, D.C. 
373-5583 Lawrence, minister. (937) 878-1 162. 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 o r 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (5 10) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Josh 
Miller, preacher. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

-Oklahoma -
O klahoma City - Putnam Ciry Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 I 22. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, I I a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Cmft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Gmndview Dr. ; 38506. (93 I) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. I 11. Malco lm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Crossville - L1ntana Church of Christ, 7004 
Lantana Rd., P.O. Box 2686, 38557, (6 15) 788-
6404. Sun. 10, I I a.m., 5:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
jimmie B. Hill, minister. 

- Texas-
Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Houston - Fleerwood Church of Ch rist, 15935 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. Katy Fwy. 77094. (28 1) 492- I 2 I 9. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 1-lufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1 I 0 I W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, !0:50a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 mi les w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (28 1) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Red land Rd., just inside Loop I 604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Darrell Conley, 
preacher. (2 I 0) 496-1346 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 9850 1, Sun. 9:30, 10 :45 a.m., 
5 :30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

-Wyoming-
Cheyenne- High Plains Church of Ch rist, 421 
E. 8th St.,82007-1421. Sun. 9:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (307) 638-7466 or 
(307) 634-3040. 

Larger print than standard dictionaries 

---

Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate 
Dictionary: 
Larger Format 
lQ•h edition 

This is the s ize of print in dictionary. 

Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
0877797110 

$34.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari"9 & Sliari119 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged cthiion) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Ans"vers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $14.95 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket- sized book 
(3~"x5Y.. ") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

Cj)an\e£ a Wrophet of God 
by Rex A. TUrner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$ 25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The M ission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit." 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that all these religious people disagree, including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • $3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. oso 1096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1-888-367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it , but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout w ill be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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Year 2003 
Wall Calendar 

23• wide x 34 " high • 12 months showing 

1-3 calendars ... $5.50 s&h 

4-18 calendars •..•• 7.50 s&h 
19·25 calendars •.••• 9.50 s&h 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
We do not bill for this. 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon Texas n430 

thl·, ~irtt l 
f<opk 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's Firat People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jeaua 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 
Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$12.99 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by d iscreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific , and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mm1 mum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. O ther 

church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Doman, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 

ads, classifie d , directory, d isplay, must be re ceive d 6 w eeks prior to the d esired m o nth of 
publication. All ads must be cance led by the firs t of the month to avoid be ing charged for 

the foll owing month . Ad s run u n til you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Preacher/minister needed. The Scaly Church of 
Christ is in need of a full -time pulpi t preacher and 
minister. We are seeking a candidate experienced 
in working with a small-town congregation. Duties 
include delivering God's Word, visiting the sick 
and shut-ins, coordinating our work wit h children's 
homes, preparing a church bulletin, and interacting 
with the Sealy community. Qualifications include 
comm it ment to God 's work and so un d Bib le 
knowledge, ability to present uplifting sermons and 
Bible lessons, ability to relate to members and the 
community, and possess personal attributes for 
success. Starting salary is $30,000/yr with rwo 
weeks paid vacation. Also included is a 3-bedroom, 
2-bath home. Salary growth is related to church 
growth. Please send your resume with a family 
picture, references, and audio and /or video rapes 
of past sermons to Sealy Church of Christ , 20 I 6th 
St., Scaly, TX 77474. 

American Standard Version 
The Old and New Testments 

• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
~e~ • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/•" x7 'A"x 3/e" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
~e~ • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ··········· $24.9 5 
Large Print New Testament 

• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size 6" x 9" 

ASV-A98 .. .. ... ............. $10.00 
• Name In gold ................. $4.00/1/ne 
• No Indexing svsllsble 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Esmblished congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-time preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from rhc pulpit. Send resume and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80 I l l. 

Gospel preacher needed for congrcgarion of 150 
in Mr. Vernon, TX. congregation has 3 elders and 
8 deacons. Preacher must be sound in the truth 
and able to work with an active youth group. Salary, 
insurance, plus 3-bdrm home. Please send resume 
and video/audio tape ro Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 465, Mt. Vernon, T X 75457. (903) 537-4129 

A small congregation in south central Kentucky 
needs a young minister. If inte rested call (270) 
457-3261, 487-8660, 457-46 18, 457-2032. 

T he O lympia Church of Ch rist in Olympia, 
Washington is seek ing a full-rime pulpit minister 
interested in wor king with a n es tablis hed 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we arc looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in the community. He also 
must have a supportive family who arc also active 
in rhe work of the church. Salary and bene fi ts 
depend on quali fications. Duties will include pul pit 
ministry, teaching, ministering ro the congregation, 
local ourreach , oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include resum~. educational qualifications, audio 
or video rapes of rwo recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the artenrion of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Anchorage Church of Christ is looking for a Youth 
and Family mi nister. BA in Bible with emphasis in 
youth ministry preferred; must nor be seeki ng pulpit 
or other positions; married with children o r 
plann ing a family. Live in Anchorage, AK with a 
long-term commitment to the congregation. A full
time position will include working with teens and 
families, working closely with pulpit minister, being 
an important resource for members through regular 
teaching, occasional preaching, directing youth 
program, coordinate family activities, lead in public 
worship, direct camp sessions, direct family camp, 
ed it famil y focus newsletter, visitation. Please send 
r~sum~ ro Anchorage Church of Christ, Attn. Craig 
Decker, 2700 DeBarr Rd., Anchorage, AK 99508 
(907) 272-7584. Email anccofc@alaska.ncr. 

Alaska is a land of opportunity with many souls 
needing a savior. The Anchorage Church of Christ, 
a loving, active body of believers is seeking a Pulpit 
Minister to help us reach lost souls in the mission 
field of Alaska. We currently have three elders 
who shepherd the flock of 450. Our thirteen 
deacons lead a variety of mission and involvement 

mm1stries including a Bible camp we own and 
operate each summer for chi ldren of all ages. We 
seck a married man who has at least a bachelor's 
degree in Bible, preferably a master's, from a 
regionally accredited Ch ristian college. He should 
feel compelled to preach and driven ro serve. He 
should be able to work closely with elders, deacons 
and members to harmoniously service the Master. 
He should be passionate about preaching, reaching 
and personal evangelism, seeking guidance from 
God's Word fo r his every work. H is preaching 
should be biblically based and hermeneutically 
sound. If interested, please send a resume!, family 
photo, and sermon audio or video cassettes to, 
Search Committee, Anchorage Church of Christ, 
2700 Debarr Road, Anchorage, Alaska, 99508. Or, 
contact Craig Decke r at cragd@rhgcpa.com 

Fu ll t ime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. O nly sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Musr be biblically 
sound, fa mily man, with enthusiasm fo r reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries musr include resume, audio/video 
of recent se rmon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with refe rences. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldershi p, deacons, Youth 
Minister in place. Send resume and audio/video 
rape to Elders, Ma in and O klahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

The Loveland Church of Christ, Loveland, CO, 
(50 mi north of Denve r), is a congregation o f over 
250 people with 4 elders. Seeking a youth/family 
minister whose primary focus will be reaching and 
encouraging growth in youth and fa mily life of 
rhis congregation. He shou ld have excellent 
in ter personal skills, strong o rganizat ion and 
planning abilities, at least 2 years experience, and 
have a wife support ive of the ministry. Refer to 
www. llcoc.org for complete job descript ion. Send 
rcsum~ to Loveland Church of Christ, 4 100 S. 
Taft, Loveland, CO 80537, Artn: Youth/Family 
Min istry Sc reen ing Co mmittee o r e mail to 
drsranley928@aol.com. 

For Sale 
Resto ration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy rei igious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Preacher libraries - getting out of preaching or 
know of a preacher's library that is just collecting 
dust? If you would consider donating o r selling 
your books, please call (435) 586-4443. 

Student ? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

T rain to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-464 1 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-55 1-85 11 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 
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What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims 
by George W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's 

seemingly harmless surface to reveal a 
rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps 
of worldwide Islamic expansion, and a 
bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction 
and a comprehensive reference tool on 
Muslims- where they started, how 
they're positioned in today's social, 
political, and religious arenas, and where 
they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829·6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Terrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about 
Christianity, violence and the goals of the 
Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex-Muslim 
and former professor of Islamic history at 
AI-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt, the 
most prestigious Islamic school in the 
world, explains why terrorists do what 
they do. His message is graphic and 
depicts the ruthless realities behind the 
teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Answering Islam 
The Crescent in Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of 
orthodox Islam and examines the evi
dence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic an-
swers. This revised edition contains more ....._ ___ _ 
resources and updated information. 
0-8010-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$16.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Excellent reference books 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints . 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 
83.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 

J[~~U~H·~ 
Wll~H~r~ 

by David A . Reed ~HSWER[~ 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture t '· ~• t . 
so immediately and shows how to use L_ 
the same scripture in teaching Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • email jprophet@qulk.com 
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ccThe firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2003 

Vol. 118 Houston, Texas • February 2003 No.2 

II 

By Cecil May Jr. 

Seventh Day Adventists and others often ask, 
"Where does the Bible change the day of wor
ship from the Sabbath (Saturday, seventh day) 

to Sunday (first day of the week)?" 
Most Protestant churches today take the Lord's 

Supper as often or as seldom as they may choose. 
The largest group in Christendom celebrates Mass 
every day. A number of churches of Christ in recent 
years have announced celebrations of the Lord's 
Supper as part of wedding ceremonies, or in connec
tion with a reenactment of the Seder on Thursday 
night of Passover week (commemorating Christ's in
stitution of the Lord's Supper in the Passover week 
before he was crucified), and on other occasions on 
various weekdays. 

When we are to partake of the Lord's Supper, 
and why we worship on Sunday instead of Saturday 
are more closely related issues that some might sup
pose. Scriptural evidence, corroborated by second 
and third century writings and practice, points to the 
fact that Sunday is the Lord's Day, and is the day the 
early church assembled to partake of the Lord's Sup
per. 

Virtually all of the churches that offer commun
ion less frequently than every Sunday nevertheless 
meet every Sunday. All biblical evidence for Sunday 
as the day of meeting, however, is tied to the church 
assembling to partake of the Lord's Supper on that 
day. 

The Lord's Supper and the New Testament 
For people committed to biblical authority the first 
consideration must be scripture, "the teaching of the 
apostles." 

When the church was first established, Scripture 
says, "They continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and 
in prayers" (Acts 2:42). McCord's translation, fol
lowing correctly the original Greek, has "the break
ing of the bread," which according to a frequent us
age of the Greek article, would signify a particular 
breaking of a particular bread. 

It is generally recognized, however, even without 
considering the article, that a continued, regular par
ticipation in the Lord's Supper is spoken of here. 

To the Corinthian church Paul repeated teaching 
he had already delivered to them (presumably in per
son) concerning the Lord's Supper. It was teaching, 
he said, he received from the Lord (1 Cor. 11:23). It 
agrees in remarkable detail with what the gospels tell 
us Jesus said and did in instituting the Supper "on 
the night he was betrayed" (Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 
14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20). 

Paul adds the detail that Jesus said: 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death til he comes 
(1 Cor. 11:26). 

Once again "the apostle's teaching" implies a con
tinued regular participation in this feast of the Lord. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

A Lodge in a Garden 
of Cucumbers 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he desperate need for a world that daily 
becomes more and more spiritually ane
mic to turn to Bible teaching is obvious. 

The beauty and power of restoring New Tes
tament Christianity to a creation that "groaneth 
and travaileth" for its own destruction is clear to 
see and easy to understand. 

The magnetic cry to go all the way back to 
Jerusalem- to speak where the Bible speaks 
and be silent where the Bible is silent - to call 
Bible things by Bible names and do all things in the Bible way - to 
re-dig the wells and seek the old paths must be heard anew in ev
ery "hamlet, village, and town." 

Political Humanists, aka, Secular Liberals are fighting - but 
for all the wrong things. Here is a partial list of what they are aim
ing to do according to Tom Marsland, a reporter for Fox News: 

• "Fighting" for a woman's right to abortions on demand, per-
formed at taxpayers' expense. 

• "Fighting" against religion and prayer in the public square. 
• "Fighting" against big business. 
• "Fighting" for equal outcomes, versus equal opportunity. 
• "Fighting" for special group rights for homosexuals. In es

sence, reward same-sex relationships with special incentives from 
government and industry, which encourage the behavior. 

• "Fighting" for moral equivalency of all groups. In essence, al
lowing same sexes to marry and redefining the family as any two 
consenting adults (when will it be any three or ... ?). 

• "Fighting" for socialist redistribution of wealth that rewards 
the sluggard and punishes the producer. 

• "Fighting" for the environment. Setting aside man's mastery 
of the environment and engaging in "save the planet" and "global 
warming" hysteria. 

• "Fighting to build the welfare state ... the more people on the 
government dole, the better. 

• "Fighting" against American unilateralism and for U.N. 
multilateralism. 

• "Fighting" against the melting pot and for diversity and 
multiculturalism a la groupthink politics. 

The story is told of an oak tree that was reliable, sturdy, solid, 
and seemingly impregnable. Couples carved their initials in it, 



cuddled underneath it, and shaded themselves under this ancient 
oak's leaves. 

But, alas, it had a "cancer" in it ... a disease that couldn't be 
viewed from the outside, until it was too late. With the autumn 
winds, the giant branches began to come down one after another 
until a windstorm came through and knocked it down altogether. 
Few saw it coming. I guess the end must be hard to see when that 
big old oak seemed as though it would always stand proud. 

The cancer in American politics today is secular humanism, 
which undertakes to build on the shifting sands of the worldly, the 
non-spiritual, and the material. It is sure to implode because it is 
vacant at the center, having no core of accepted moral standards. 

The cancer is the belief that church and state separation means 
all state, no church. 

The cancer is the belief that man created God, not the reverse. 
The cancer is the belief in the essential goodness of mankind 

-always evolving upward. It is the new face of dialectical materi
alism. Political humanist-masters aren't buying any devolution of 
man's ways. Sin is a myth, iniquity a fable, and wickedness a va
por, except for the transgression of standing up for the morality 
and ethics of the Ten Commandments. 

The attempt of Secular Humanism (godless socialism) to im
prove society without providing a moral foundation is 
foredoomed. A coat made from rotten fabric will not cover the 
shame of one's nakedness. 

America must not repeat the mistake of Laodicea - "I am 
rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing.'? 

The warning of the King of kings still applies - "Thou art the 
wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and naked: I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire, that thou mayest 
become rich; and white garments, that thou mayest clothe thyself, 
and that the shame of thy nakedness be not made manifest; and 
eyesalve to anoint thine eyes, that thou may est see." 

Without the moral compass of profound religious conviction 
informed by divine revelation, we shall never arrive at the desired 
destination. 

More pathetic is the echo of Humanism's right-here-and-right
now philosophy coming from the ivory towers of academia- es
pecially universities founded on spiritual principles and for spiri
tual purposes. The age is crying out for bold leadership, but sees 
only the backsides of the turncoats. 

It is ·also wretchedly true that the restored church of Christ in 
America is drifting away from solid Bible doctrine. When we need 
a clarion call to get back to the high ground of conviction, cer
tainty, and commitment we are besmeared with the weak-kneed 
apology that there is no such thing as a pattern for the church in 
the New Testament. Wolves in sheep's clothing tell us we need to 
make compromise with Protestant and Anglican denominations, 
with the Catholic Church, with Judaism, and with materialism. 
False teachers in high place seek to dissolve the holy body of 
Christ into the denominational quagmire, and sell her precious 
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pearls of truth for a bowl of false and unholy ecu
menical soup. Shades of Esau! 

Thank God that we still have some statesmen 
among our political leaders who are God fearing and 
moral. Thank God that we still have some in the 
church who are dependable and strong in their love 
for truth and righteousness- who will not flinch 
"nor cry aloud under the bludgeoning of chance" ... 
whose heads are "bloody but unbowed." Thank God 
that a very small remnant remains. 

And the daughter of Zion is left as a booth in a 
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as 
a besieged city. Except Jehovah of hosts had left 
unto us a very small remnant, we should have 
been as Sodom, we should have been like unto 
Gomorrah (lsa. 1:8-9). 

Joshua's plea to Israel on the borders of Canaan 
should once again be heard: 

Now therefore fear jehovah, and serve him in 
sincerity and in truth; and put away the gods, 
which your fathers served beyond the River, and 
in Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah. And if it seem 
evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this 
day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve 
Jehovah Qosh. 24:14-15). 

Give us dauntless leaders who will not compro
mise Bible teaching nor bow before mammon. 
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, 
be strong" (1 Cor. 16:13). 

-e-e-
One who never turned his back but marched 
breast forward, 
Never doubted clouds would break, 
Never dreamed, though right were worsted, 
wrong would triumph, 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 
. .. Sleep to wake 
Greet the unseen with a cheer. 

-e-e-
Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 
With the Cross of Jesus 
Going on before. ---a-a-

Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on the 
life eternal, whereunto thou wast called, and 
didst confess the good confession in the sight of 
many witnesses. I charge thee in the sight of God, 
who giveth life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed the good 
confession; that thou keep the commandment, 
without spot, without reproach, until the appear
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 6:12-14). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, 1X 77269-0192 
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The Lord's Supper and· the Lord's Day 
(continued from page 1) 

The Lord's Supper and the First Day of the Week 
In Acts 20, we find Paul in a hurry to get back to 
Jerusalem (Acts 20:16), but when he came to Troas he 
waited seven days before meeting with the disciples 
(Acts 20:6). "Now on the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready 
to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued 
his message until midnight" (Acts 20:7). 

The stated purpose of their meeting was to break 
bread, that is, to partake of the Lord's Supper. The 
time of their meeting for that purpose was "the first 
·day of the week." 

The Corinthian church, also, came together for 
the purpose of partaking of the Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 
11:20, 33). Verse 20 says, "Therefore when you come 
together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord's Sup
per," but the context shows he was rebuking them 
because their assembling was supposed to be to take 
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the Supper and their conduct made it so that it was not 
the Lord's Supper they were taking! Verse 33 adds, 
"When you come together to eat." 

In 1 Corinthians 16 Paul speaks of a contribution 
he is urging all the Gentile churches to make to the 
Jewish congregations in Judea. He tells them, "As I 
have given order to the churches of Galatia, so you 
must do also: On the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may 
prosper, that there be no collections when I come" 
(1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

Some say this simply means "lay aside at home," 
but in .any case it points to a special significance for 
the first day of the week. 

Dr. Everett Ferguson observes, "This verse says 
nothing specifically about an assembly, and it has its 
difficulty in interpretation, but I would call attention 
to its position, after chapter 15's discussion of the 



Resurrection which occurred on the first day of the 
week. And however the putting something aside 
was handled, 'store it up' is literally 'to put in a trea
sury.' But what concerns me here is that the first day 
of the week had some special significance to the 
Christian communities (in Galatia as well as in 
Corinth). The natural thought is that this was the 
ccasion when the Christians were accustomed to be
ing together. Otherwise, the specification of the 
day is unintelligible" (Gospel Advocate, 1991, p. 54). 
And when they came together, it was to commune in 
the Lord's Supper. 

The Lord's Supper and the Lord's Day 
Some things the early church did are significant and 
exemplary; some are insignificant and incidental. 

Virtually all of Christendom follows the example 
of the early Christians having Sunday as the day of 
assembly. Churches of Christ have followed the same 
example more fully by breaking the bread on that 
day. 

However, while the Lord's Supper was instituted 
by Jesus in an upper room and also celebrated in 
Troas in an upper room (Mark 14:15; Acts 20:8), 
hardly anyone deems it important to seek an upper 
room for the Lord's Supper today. 

What Makes the Difference? 
The difference is that there is no theological or doc
trinal significance to a~ upper room. It was merely 
coincidental that such a place was used twice. No 
point is made of it. There is no significance to attach 
to it. There is great theological or doctrinal signifi
cance attached to the first day of the week. 

Jesus was raised from the dead on the first day of 
the week. Every resurrection account, one in each of 
the four gospels, begins with a time designation stat
ing that (Mark 16:1; Luke 23:1; John 20:1; Matt. 
28:1). 

Most of the recorded post-resurrection appear
ances of Jesus took place on the first day of the week, 
the one on which he was raised a ohn 20: 13) and then 
one week later Gohn 20:26). On both of these occa
sions Jesus ate a post-resurrection meal with his dis
ciples. 

Pentecost is set on the day after the seventh Sab
bath &om Passover (Lev. 23: 16), and the day after any 
Sabbath, of course, is always the first day of the week. 
So the birthday of the church, the establishment of the 
kingdom, the promised coming of the Spirit, Peter's 
first use of the keys of the kingdom given him by the 
Lord: all occurred on the first day of the week. 

John wrote from Patmos that he was in the Spirit 
on the Lord's Day (Rev. 1:10) when the visions he 
recorded in The Revelation began. With good reason 
and by near universal agreement, "the Lord's Day" is 
acknowledged to be the first day of the week. Sun
day, we in America call it today. 

Although it is more illustrative than evidential, it 
is striking that the only two occurrences of the New 
Testament word kuriakos, an adjective meaning "per
taining to the Lord" and translated "the Lord's," oc
cur in reference to "the Lord's Supper" (1 Cor. 
11:20) and to "the Lord's Day" (Rev. 1:10). 

The Lord's Supper and the Lord's Day, as we 
have seen, are scripturally, apostolically, connected. 
Let us leave them that way. "No Lord's Day without 
the Lord's Supper; no Lord's Supper without the 
Lord's Day." (I first heard that statement in an excel
lent presentation by Dr. Everett Ferguson of Abilene 
Christian University. I have since seen it in his writ
ings. He refers to a similar statement, "No Lord's 
Supper without Sunday and no Sunday without the 
Lord's Supper," as the conclusion of Willy Rordorf, 
in The History of the Day of Rest and Worship .) 

The Lord's Supper Hot on the Sabbath 
The best claim for a time rivaling Sunday for assem
bly and Lord's Supper would lie with the Jewish 
weekly Sabbath, which was the seventh day (Satur
day). 

Speaking negatively, there is no reference in the 
Bible connecting the Lord's Supper or the assembly 
of Christians with the Jewish weekly Sabbath. Evan
gelists went to synagogues on the Saturday Sabbath 
to preach and make converts, just as they went to the 
gathering places of pagan philosophers for the same 
purpose (Acts 17: 17), but there is no indication in 
scripture that Christians used the Sabbath as a day of 
meeting or worship. 

Keeping of the Sabbath was one of the laws of 
the Old Testament nailed to the cross (Col. 2:14-16), 
abolished at the death of Christ (Eph. 2: 15). 

Consider the Doctrinal Significance 
of Sabbath Keeping 

There are two listings in the Old Testament of what 
we call the Ten Commandments. The record in Exo
dus says concerning the Sabbath Commandment, 
"For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the 
seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
Day and hallowed it" (Ex. 20:11). 

The record in Deuteronomy, when Moses re
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peated the law for the new generation about to enter 
the land of promise, restates the Ten Command
ments and at the command to keep the Sabbath adds, 
"And remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from 
there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm·; 
therefore the Lord your God commanded you to 
keep the Sabbath day" (Deut. 5: 11). 

Putting the two passages together, the Lord 
chose the seventh day as the day to honor and rest 
because he himself rested that day (Exodus), but the 
reason he commanded the children of Israel to keep 
the day was as a memorial of their deliverance by 
God from Egyptian bondage and their formation by 
him into a new nation (Deuteronomy). 

The stated theological significance of the Sabbath 
fits the Jews and the first covenant. The theological 
significance of the first day fits Christians and the 
new covenant. As Jesus said as he gave his disciples 
the cup at the institution of the Supper, "For this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). 

The Lord's Supper on any day other than Sunday 
is without scriptural sanction, and it weakens its doc
trinal significance. 

The Lord's Supper, the Lord's Day 
and Early Church History 

The biblical evidence to me is compelling. Under the 
direction of the apostles of the Lord, the early 
church understood it had an obligation to assemble 
on the first day of the week to partake of the Lord's 
Supper. And they regularly did that. 

I realize, however, that it is not as clear-cut as 
some would like. Is there a way to check our con
clusions? Have we put the evidence together cor
rectly? 

Christians in the years immediately following the 
death of the apostles reached the same conclusions 
concerning the apostles' teaching on this subject as 
have we. 

The writings of these devout but uninspired men 
do not, of course, have scriptural authority, and no 
such claim is here made for them. They are signifi
cant enough to be heard, however, and on the sub
ject of the day of Christian assembly and the Lord's 
Supper, there is a large number of such writings that 
testify, and they are unanimous and unequivocal. 

Several of the early writings state that Christians 
assembled for the Lord's Supper; several state that 
they met on Sunday because it was the day of the 
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Lord's resurrection; many state both. . 
An early writing called the Didache (14:1) says, 

"Come together each Lord's day, break bread and 
give thanks." 

Justin Martyr (Apology 1, 67) says: 
On the day called Sunday there is a gathering to
gether in the same place of all who live in a city 
or rural district. . .. When we cease from our 
prayer, bread is presented and wine mixed with 
water ..•• We all make our assembly on the day of 
the Sun, since it is the first day on which God 
changed the darkness and made the world, and 
Jesus Christ our Savior arose from the dead on 
the same day. (These and many more pertinent 
ancient texts can be found in Everett Ferguson, 
Early Christians Speak.) 

Things began to happen as early as the second 
century and some are mentioned with approval in 
these writings that are not in accord with biblical 
teaching. They are not presented here as authorita
tive. The great number of them, however, and their 
unanimity on this question, yields a strong presump
tion that our understanding of the biblical evidence 
is correct. . 

Early Christians, throughout continued Roman 
persecution, persisted in Sunday meetings·, even 
though the penalty for discovery was beating, impris
onment and often death. Why did they not fool the 
authorities by meeting instead on a Wednesday or 
Thursday night? 

As Dr. Furman Kearley said, "They died rather 
than give up Sunday assembly, because the Lord was 
not raised on Thursday night." 
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(Hugo McCord, a man of good report, full of scripture, and sanctified common sense, wrote a 13 -lesson 
commentary on the book of Revelation. 20th Century Christian first published the information in 1976. 
Brother McCord has given us permission [by requesting that we do so] to reprint this excellent material. The 
studies are obviously not exhaustive, seeing there are only 13 chapters to cover so complex a subject, but the 
work is high-class and top-quality. It encourages study by provoking thought. We are, therefore, not only happy 
but also honored to seize the opportunity by acceding to Brother McCord's request to make this valuable mate
rial once again available to our dear brothers, beginning with this issue of the Firm Foundation. Hint to the 
wise: these lessons are a collector's item.) 

The Royal Route of Revelation, Lesson I 
11How Readest Thou?" 

By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

Blessed is he who is reading and they 
who are listening to the words of the 
prophecy and keeping the things written 
in it (Rev. 1:3). 

Only the book of Revelation has such a specific bene
diction extended. And every type of reader, Christian 
or non-Christian, seriously giving attention to John's 
22 chapters, will be affected mightily. Every chapter, 
even the most mystifying, does something good to a 
reader's mind. Suffering, despondent children of God 
are exalted by statements of courage, such as these 
two: "here is the patience and faith of the saints" 
(13: 1 0) and "they also shall overcome that are with 
him, called and chosen and faithful" (17:14). Too, 
lukewarm church members and grave unbelievers are 
moved by Revelation's awesome scenes: 

"He also shall drink of the wine of God's wrath, 
which is prepared undiluted in the cup of his an
ger; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone .•. and the smoke of their torment 
goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest 
day and night" (14:10-11). 

The all-pervading theme of the Apocalypse 
thrills every saint's heart. Though persecutions must 
be endured and evil forces for a while prevail, yet the 
Lord, God Almighty, reigns! Evil will be destroyed. 
Right will triumph. 

It is wholesome for any Bible book to be read "dis
tinctly" while the teacher gives "the sense" in order 
that listeners may understand "the reading" (Neh. 

8: 8). The wise person displays understanding when he 
applies himself to the book of Revelation (13: 18). The 
right-thinking person, though the book is difficult and 
has many erroneous interpreters, will let nothing pre
vent his applying himself diligently to God's last writ
ten communication to the human race. 

Misleading Literalism 
If one studies the book with his mind set on literal 
meanings, as in a book like Genesis or Ruth, he will 
mislead himself. John explained he did not mean 
seven literal eyes (5: 6) and seven literal lamps of fire 
(4:5), but that both the eyes and lamps represent the 
seven Spirits of God. Also, the angel made it clear 
that "the waters which thou sawest (17: 15) are not 
literal, but "are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, 
and tongues. "1 

One learns there are both "day and night" in 
heaven (7:15), and then one learns there is "no night 
there" (21 :25). A temple is in heaven (3: 12; 7: 15), and 
yet there is no temple there (21:22). On a literal basis, 
one may wonder why, when "every tribe of the chil
dren of Israel" (7:4-8) is envisioned, Dan is omitted. 

The Apocalypse has many eipressions referring 
to time. 2 One has to decide if a day in the Revelation 
means a year (as in Ezek. 4:6), or does a day mean a 
thousand years (as in 2 Pet. 3 :9)? Do a thousand 
years mean one day (as in 2 Pet. 3:9), or three hours 
(as in Psa. 90:4)? Do 1260 days mean 3lh years or 

1 Other revealed symbols include the following: seven stars represent angels (1 :20); seven lampstands stand for churches (1 :20); bowls of incense are 
prayers (5:8); the red dragon is the devil (12:3, 9); seven heads are seven mountains (17:9); tenboms are ten kings (17:12); a woman is a city 
(17:18); fine linen is righteous acts (19:8); and the lake of fire is the second death (20:14). 

1 At hand, quickly, shonly, straightway, little while, a little time, half a time, times, half hour, days, months, years, eternal, forever and ever, hereafter. 
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1260 years? If a thousand years are literal, are 1260 
days literal? If 1260 days are figurative, are a thou
sand years figurative? 

Similarities to Daniel 
When one says, "If God did not intend that we un
derstand the book, he would not have given it," or 
"if it is a revelation it is not a mystery," he is not con
sidering all the evidence. By way of parallel, one can 
turn to the apocalypse of the Old Testament, the 
book of Daniel. All of that meaningful revelation by 
Daniel has never been understood, yet God wrote it 
all for us and had a purpose in every word. Daniel 
himself did not understand all he wrote: 

As for me, Daniel, my spirit was grieved in the 
midst of my body, and the visions of my head 
troubled me. I came near unto one of them that 
stood by, and asked him the truth concerning all 
this (Dan. 7:15-16). 

Gabriel was sent to tell Daniel what the vision of 
a ram and a goat meant. Even then Daniel fainted 
and was sick certain days and wondered at the vi
sion, "but none understood it" (8:27). Christ did not 
tell John what he meant by birds eating the flesh of 
all men; nor what he meant by some martyrs reign
ing with Christ for a thousand years; nor what he 
meant by "blood from the winepress, even unto the 
bridles of the horses." Daniel wanted to know more 
than was allowed: 

And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, 0 
my Lord, what shall be the issue of these things? 
And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for the words 
are shut up and sealed till the time of the end 
{Dan. 12:8-9). 

Some Day We'll Understand 
"Not now, . but in the coming years," was what 
Daniel had to learn. "Some day we'll understand" all 
of Daniel and Revelation, and at the end of time shall 
fully appreciate every purpose of his everlasting 

word. Though John gave inspired interpretations for 
some of his symbols, many are left unexplained. A 
wise person remembers that secret things belong to 
the Lord (Deut. 29 :29), that he must not go beyond 
that which is written (1 Cor. 4:6, .ASV), and that he 
must not add to God's prophetic word (Rev. 22:18-
19). Furthermore, he will realize that any theory that 
contradicts plain and revealed meanings in other 
Bible books must be wrong. 

In addition, a person of good will keeps in mind 
that guesses as to what John may have meant arouse 
the opposition of those who guess otherwise. The 
sad development is that brothers often disagree to 
the point of cleavage. Thus churches are tom, which 
latter evil is worse than the original speculative evil. 
It is bad enough to guess into God's secrets, to make 
plain what he did not, but when such divides God's 
children, it is beyond apology. Hast thou an opinion? 
Have it to thyself before God. Happy is he who con
demns not himself in what he allows. Let us follow 
after things which make for peace, and things 
whereby we may edify one another. Let brotherly 
love continue. 

The Continuous-Historical Theory 
Among Protestants the most popular interpretation 
of the book of Revelation is the continuous-historical 
theory: that John through literal and symbolic lan
guage described actual history from the first century 
to the end of the world. 3 In this theory the beast of 
Revelation 13 is the papacy, scheduled to last 1260 
years:' But most proponents of the continuous-his
torical theory disagree on details of the world's his
tory said to fulfill Revelation's seals and trumpets · 
and horned beasts. Furthermore, application of the 
1260-year theory mathematically has resulted in em
barrassing date setting by self-made prophets. For 
example, a brilliant mathematician, the discoverer of 

3 This interpretation sees the 5th trumpet (8:6; 9:1) as the rise of Islam (637-786), and the 6th trumpet (9:13) as the rise of Turkey (1057-1453). 
The "little book" (10:9) is the era of an open Bible, beginning in the 16th century A.D. To one theorist, the half-hour's silence in heaven (8:1) is 
the 70 years between Constantine's victory over Licinius, 324 A.D., and Alaric's revolt in 395 A.D. 

4 TlDle references sustaining the continuous-historical theory leading to the 1260 ye:l['s are as follows: 1260 days (12-6) are equated with "a time, 
and times, and half a tiqle" (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 12:14); 1260 days equal42 months (Rev. 11:2; 13:5). Forty-two months, literally 3~ years, 
arc too brief a time for the apostasy of Dan. 7:25, for the breaking in pieces of God's people (Dan. 12:7), for the holy city to be trodden (Rev. 
11:2), for the prophesying of the two witnesses in sackcloth (Rev. 11:3), for the woman in exile (Rev. 12:14), for the persecution of the woman in 

exile (Rev. 12:14), and for the beast's power (Rev. 13:5). If the 42 months (1260 days) arc non-literal, they could mean a year for a day (cf. Num. 
14:34; Ezek. 4:6), and so 1260 years are obtained. Uriah Smith (Daniel and the Revelation [Nashville: Southern Publishing Association, 1912]) 
begins his chronology at 553 A.D. when Rome uprooted the third of three kingdoms (Dan. 7:8, 20), the Ostrogoths. To 553 he added the 1260. 
This was close enough to 1798, the year Berthier with a French army entered Rome, jailed the pope, and proclaimed a republic. John T. Hinds (A 
Co~mentary on the Book of Revelation [Nashville: Gospel Advocate Co., 1937]) selected his beginning ·year as 533 (when the eastern emperor 
Justinian recognized the Roman bishop as the head of the churches), "the mos.. probable time to date the beginning of the 1260 Jears." Unfortu· 
nately, though there is proof of the day-year theory in Numbers and in Ezekiel, there is none for either Daniel or Revelation. The possibility re
mains that in these two books the number simply represents a long period of time. 
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logarithms, John Napier, was sufficiently bold to 
publish in 1593 "the true interpretation" of Revela
tion. In so doing he put the end of the world in 178 6 
(Ciarke).5 

Since most Protestants see the· papacy being pre
dicted in the Revelation, it is only natural that Ro
man Catholics should turn the word of Revelation 
against ·Protestants. Accordingly, a Roman Catholic 
published a book making Protestantism to be the 
mark of the beast, and he predicted the total destruc
tion of Protestantism in 1825 (Clarke), being led to 
his conclusion by apocalyptical numbers. 

Notwithstanding the public embarrassment suf
fered by those espousing the 1260 year continuous
historical theory, new victims took their places. John 
Wesley predicted that Jesus would come in 1836.6 

Then the learned Alexander Campbell likewise took 
upon himself the prophetic mantle, announcing the 
end of the papacy would come with the death of the 
pope reigning in 1837.7 

Campbell's futile interpretation of the 1260 days 
was followed by William Miller's debacle, bringing 
Jesus back in 1843, and again in 1844. After his com
plete dejection and surrender of the predictive 
mantle, P. J. Martin, adding 1260 to the number of the 
beast (666), was sure the papacy would end in 1926. 
He could see "modern sects" lasting "at most to 
1960."8 Then Claud Witty saw Har-Magedon as 
World War I, and the seventh bowl of wrath (16: 17) as 
World War 11.9 His prediction was safe enough in 
1940, and still in 1941 when he gave this writer a copy 
of his book, but the passing of a third of a century 
makes his prophecy look bad. 

Other Interpretations 
Besides the continuous-historical theory, so often 
time refuted, there is what some call the "preterist" 
conjecture, a word meaning that which is past. This 

idea sees Revelation limited to the first century for 
its fulfillment. Since such a theory automatically 
eliminates papal Rome as being the great harlot 
(17 :5), it is no wonder that it became popular with 
papal proponents. About 1585, a Spanish Jesuit, 
Alcasar of Seville, attempting to blunt the force of 
the continuous-historical conjecture, did his best to 
popularize the preterist concept. 10 Today some 
preterists not only limit Revelation to the first cen
tury, but to the first 70 years of that century.11 How
ever, it is difficult to understand how so much detail 
would be given in 22 chapters for one century, and 
none for the next 19 plus centuries. To preterists, 
Revelation has largely only a literary interest to 
people today. 

A third theory of interpreting Revelation is called 
the futurist. To futurists, very little of the book is 
past; most of it deals with a seven-year period imme
diately preceding the second coming of Christ. Just 
as Alcasar of Seville attempted to remove the stigma 
placed on the papacy by promoting the preterist 
theory, so another Jesuit, Ribera of Salamaca, in 
1585 tried to protect the papacy by advocating the 
futurist scheme. 12 Since the conjecture delays most of 
what John had to say nearly to the end of the world 
it has never been popular. It is difficult to believe 

. that so much was written for the terminal years and 
practically nothing for the intervening centuries. 

A fourth prominent theory is the symbolic or ide
alist. 13 The idealist sees the book of Revelation por
traying any number of historical events, not just one, 
through symbols. He thinks ] ohn wants us to focus, 
not on the ev.ents themselves, but on the forces un
derlying them. He sees in Revelation God's prin
ciples of government for any and every age. This 
theory is also called the spiritualist, the philosophy 
of history, and the historical background method. To 

s Napier, making each of the seven trumpets (8:2) to require 245 years, and having the first one to sound in 71 A.D., thus arrived at 1786 for the 
final date. 

' A.M. Morris, The Prophecies Unveiled (Kansas: Courier Press, 1914), p. 362, said that John Wesley figured his 1260 by use of "a time, times, 
and half a time" of Rev. 12:14. 

7 Campbell did not claim to have originated this terminal date, but he passed it on with approval: "It would not be the most unexpected event if 
the present incumbent of the Papal chair should be the last of the popes of Rome" (Campbell-Purcell Debate (Nashville: McQuiddy Printing Co., 
reprint, 1914), p. 293. 

1 P. J. Martin, The Mystery Finished (Nashville: McQuiddy Printing Co., 1913). 

'Claud Witty, Babylon is Falling {Detroit: Northwestern Printing Co., 1940). 
10 Ralph E. Knudson, Knowing the New Testament (Chicago: The Judson Press, 1954), pp. 150-151. 
11 Ulrich R. Beeson, The Revelation (Little Rock: Ulrich R. Beeson, 1964), arbitrarily dated the book's writing in 67 A.D. in order to predict 

Jerusalem's fall in 70 A.D. 

u Ralph Knudson, Ibid. 
13 Cf. Merrill C. Tenney, Interpreting Revelation (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1957). 
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the idealist, Revelation is principally non-historical, 
a book of symbolic conflicts between right and 
wrong, with an ultimate victory for God. Revelation 
becomes an unfolding of great principles that are not 
dated. It is an uncovering of ideas rather than events. 

In favor of the idealist position is the clear Bible 
fact that there have been many antichrists (1 John 
2:18; 2 John 7). As any opponent of Christ is an 
antichrist, so any opponent could be the beast of Rev
elation. But nothing in the book points to a multiple 
fulfillment of the beast and the false prophet. One 
cannot completely set aside the possibility of such ful
fillments, but more than one has to be assumed. It is 
not surprising that the theory has not been as popular 
as the continuous-historical interpretation. 

The Syncretist 
Clearly, scholarly men have not sponsored these four 
theories without some justification. Certainly one 
can find some evidence for each one of them. But, 
just as certainly, deficiencies are seen in all of them. 

Perhaps the wise person will select the good and the 
excellent from each of the four principal interpreta
tions, but will not align himself with any one of them 
exclusively. Even at the risk of his being criticized for 
following a fifth theory, the syncretistic one, he will 
be free to let any portion of the book speak to him 
without the restrictive prejudice of a previously ac
cepted opinion. In so doing, he will receive rich. 
blessings. 

One man, seeing so much trouble in the church, 
which he blamed on the book of Revelation, wished 
that a Bible would be published omitting the book. 
He was as lacking in knowledge as the infidel who 
blamed all wars on Christianity. No, the book of 
Revelation is not the cause of trouble. Indeed, it has 
blessed millions, and it will continue to spread com
fort and courage to all who prayerfully spend time 
with its holy contents. 

5535 E. Evergreen Blvd. #7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661-6673 
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Have We ForgoHen the Meaning 
of Reverence? 

By Mark K. Lewis 

T he above question, I believe, is an interesting 
one, and perhaps leans a bit to the philo
sophical. In medieval times especially, rever

ence was a popular concept because the society itself 
was hierarchical; emperors, kings, lords, dukes, 
counts, even bishops were all structurally arranged 
"over" the "common man." He looked up to them, 
not only as his political superiors, but also as his so
cial betters. They often literally had power of life 
and death over him, and he grew to fear them, to re
spect them, to reverence those above him; yet, he 
was thankful to have a protector. And, it was natural 
for him to understand how he should thus reverence 
an Almighty God who was higher than even emper
ors and kings. 

However, in our democratic society that teaches, 
"all men are created equal," we do not fully compre
hend this hierarchical arrangement. The masses rule 
now (theoretically), and the concept of someone, at 
least politically being "superior" to us, is foreign to 

10 ~f:m~nd!~~! 

us. I wonder if that, at least subconsciously, doesn't 
affect the way we approach our God. 

One interesting example of medieval "rever
ence" was found in their doctrine of the Eucharist, 
what we call the Lord's Supper. The medieval church 
believed in "transubstantiation," that is, the conver
sion of the whole substance of the bread and wine 
into the whole substance of the body and blood of 
Christ. Because this doctrine was rooted in the now 
rejected ideas of Aristotelian physics, the Catholic 
Church today doesn't like the term "transubstantia
tion," and speaks only of a "mysterious and radical 
change" that takes place, rather than try to explain 
how the change takes place. Be that as it may, medi
eval man was awed at the fact that he was in the real, 
physical presence of the Savior; only the priest, of 
course, could handle the bread and wine, and by the 
thirteenth century, he stood with his back to the con
gregation, often behind a screen that partly or 
wholly blocked their view. He spoke in Latin, his 



voice lowered to a whisper at particularly solemn 
moments in the ceremony. All this was done out of 
great reverence because of the awesome fact that all 
were in the physical presence of the Savior. 

What is further interesting is the preparation that 
the church required of people before they could even 
partake of the communion. One did not (or was not 
supposed to) just come in, sit, pass the elements with 
hardly a thought, and then go home. As early as the 
seventh or eighth century, the church demanded 
people to prepare themselves carefully to receive the 
consecrated bread and wine. While details varied 
from place to place, usually the preparation involved 
the confession of sins, sexual abstinence for several 
days, fasting from food, the forgiving of one's en
emies, and perhaps even a bath. In other words, a 
person was supposed to realize that he was coming 
into the very presence of the Son of God, an event 
not to be approached flippantly, iightheartedly, or 
with no thought or preparation. There is no doubt 
that many people were still flippant, etc., but the 
idea that coming into the presence of the Almighty is 
not an event to be taken lightly or commonly was, 
and is, worthwhile. 

Transubstantiation is not a biblical doctrine, and, 
as noted, even the Catholic Church is backing away 
from it. But the Lord's Supper, to be taken weekly by 
Christians (Acts 20:7), is still a solemn event that re
quires the greatest of respect from humans. It is a rep
resentation of the body and blood of the Lord Jesus 
(1 Cor. 11 :24-25), a reminder of what he did for us 
on Calvary. The Lord's Supper is not for children, or 
for non-Christians; it is a communion between the 
Lord and his people, those who have contacted his 
blood through baptism, and it is a continual reminder 
of that blood which forgives us. Surely sinners such as 
we should reverence this event, yea, all of worship, as 
we come into the very house of God. 
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good; to remember that while, politically, we may all 
be "democrats," theologically we operate under a 
Monarch, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (I 
Tim. 6:15); that it is his house we enter (1 Tim. 
3:15), on his day, the Lord's day (Rev. 1:10), and 
that we are miserable, wretched sinners in desperate 
need of the grace and mercy of a holy, righteous, per
fect God. Maybe we need to remember these things 
when we are invited to his house for the great feast 
he has prepared for us (Luke 14: 16-17), and remem
ber that when we ignore that invitation and forsake 
that feast, we can expect no mercy from him (Heb. 
10:25-26) "in the day of the Lord's wrath" (Zeph. 
1:18). Maybe we don't need to fast or take a bath 
before we come to worship; but, then again, maybe 
the idea is right - to prepare our hearts, minds, and 
lives for the greatest event we are involved in each 
week - the worship of Almighty God. Has our wor
ship become so common to us that it no longer 
means anything, that attendance or non-attendance 
alike is all the same? May God protect us from our 
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Man Uncreated? 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

I n the beginning was matter, which begat 
the amoeba, which begat the worm, 
which begat the fish, which begat the am

phibian, which begat the reptile, which begat the 
lower mammal, which begat the lemur, which 
begat the monkey, which begat man, who imag
ined God. 

This, according to atheist Charles Smith, is the gene
alogy of man. Sadly, he is far from being alone in his 
views of man's origin. In fact, a vast majority of 
modern-day scientists cling vehemently to this Dar
winist view of origins as "gospel" on the matter. It 
has become the light under which all new data is ex
amined. It has become their religion - one for 
which they will fight to secure its place in academia. 
And it appears that they are winning. 

While you may find the concept of men evolving 
from some primordial slime repulsive or sickening, 
the reality of the current politically climate is far 
worse. For in our country, the only theory about 
man's origins allowed in the classroom is this falla
cious concept of organic evolution: amoeba to man. 
And although our country declared its independence 
with these words: "We hold these truths to be self
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness," we now live in a land where 
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we can no longer discuss that Creator in the class
room. When Thomas Jefferson penned those famous 
words, he illustrated that from the very beginning, 
America recognized human rights as a gift of God, 
not something created by government. 

Yet, science and "political correctness" have ac
celerated the complete renunciation of God from 
public affairs. Displays of the Ten Commandments 
[which we are no longer under - BH] have been 
banned from public schools, courthouses, and other 
public property. Religious clubs have been denied 
equal access to public school grounds. Valedictorians 
risk losing their position if they make reference to 
God in speeches, or offer voluntary prayers at gradu
ation ceremonies. And recently, a court in California 
found the words "One . nati~n, _under God" in our 
nation's pledge of allegiance unconstitutional. 

Individuals who support these court decisions 
claim to be acting in defense of "the freedom of reli
gion." Yet, they are systematically tearing away the 
very foundation of that freedom-and abolishing 
any reference to an Almighty Creator. God has be
come a "bacteria" in our culture that must be ex
punged and eradicated at all costs. At some point 
however, we must ask our politically correct society, 
without a. Creator, what can. "endowed by their Cre-: 
ator" possibly mean? 
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Testament deals succinctly and poignantly with every 
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This war to erase God has taken place in every 
form of media. If this movement had a Special Forces 
unit- such as the Navy Seals or Army Rangers - it 
would most surely be called evolution or neo-Dar
winism. The belief of a special creation has been dis
counted in magazines, on the television, and has now 
fallen under attack within the church. The atheists 
and agnostics of the world have been effective at 
casting doubt on the very first verse of the Bible, 
where it clearly states: "In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth" (Gen. 1:1). 

These words are no longer viewed as the words of 
Almighty God, but rather as a nice introduction to a 
fable or myth. Day after day our children sit at the feet 
of professors who, using fancy words and scientific 
theories, teach that man's origins are the result of 
some Big Bang or Punctuated Equilibrium. And we 
find ourselves in a nation that has outlawed God from 
the classroom, and who now believes their own origin 
can be explained by some cosmological accident. 

But that is not the most heartrending part. The 
truly tragic part is that Christians are now clinging to 
this fictitious theory of how man arrived on the 
earth. People who have confessed the name of Christ 
are suddenly giving more credence to a CNN news 
report, than to the inspired, God-breathed, Holy 
Bible. They, too, are willing to toss aside those pow
erful words "in the beginning God created," in favor 
of man's latest scientific· theory. Sadly, in the process 
of discounting the first few chapters of Genesis, 
these Christians are undermining the very founda
tion of their own religion. If they question the way 
the Bible explains how man arrived on this earth, 
then what makes them think they can believe what it 
says regarding salvation and the afterlife? If God did 
not do it the way he said he did, then why should we 
believe he sent his only Son to die for our sins? Have 
Christians not realized the embodiment of all that 
they are compromising when they buy into evolution 
and the idea of a six billion-year-old earth? 

The Miracle Before All Other Miracles! 

"If we cannot measure it with our five senses, then it 
must not be real." This is the central dogma of science. 
The scientific method is concerned only with those 
things that can be· me~ured, tested, and observed 
(which is extremely ironic given that evolution itself 
has never been measured or observed, and cannot be 
tested). Anything that falls outside of this scientific 
method is called into question. Thus, our society has 
been trained to discount and discredit ideas or theo-

ries that cannot be measured, tested, and observed. 
This mantra is repeated over and over by evolutionists 
who claim special creation is nothing more than 
smoke and mirrors. After all, it relies on supernatural 
miracles - something that scientists are quick to 
point out are unscientific in nature. And sadly, many 
Christians find themselves trying to defend their faith 
by excising miracles out of the Bible. They do not 
want to appear unlearned, so they stick to verses that 
are far-removed from miraculous events. 

This, however, is not what God intended when 
he said: "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: 
and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3: 15). We should 
not be scared to discuss miracles - for their main 
purpose was to point back to our Almighty Creator. 
Throughout past human history, God has performed 
many wonderful miracles for man. He caused the 
burning bush not to be consumed in speaking to 
Moses (Ex. 3). He parted the Red Sea so Moses and 
the Israelites could escape from Egypt's army (Ex. 
14). He caused Balaam's mule to speak (Num. 22), 
and brought the walls of Jericho crumbling down 
without anyone ever laying a hand on them Gosh. 6). 
He caused the Sun to stand still so the Israelites 
could win a battle against their enemies Gosh. 10). 
He even raised his Son, Jesus, from the dead on the 
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third day after he was crucified (Acts 10:40). 
But none of these miracles would have been pos

sible had it not been for a significant miracle that oc
curred many years before. When Moses wrote in 
Genesis 1: 1 that "in the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth," he summarized in a single 
sentence one of the most important miracles of all
the miracle of creation. In a period of six literal days, 
God brought into existence a universe full of galax
ies, solar systems, planets, stars, and the first inhabit
ants of the earth. The writer of Hebrews said: "We 
understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that the things which are seen were not 
made of things which are visible" (11:3). When God 
created, he did not use matter and energy that al
ready were in existence. Rather, he spoke them into 
existence "by the word of his power" (Heb. 1:3 ). 
The psaln1ist wrote: "Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
him. For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, 
and it stood fast" (Psa. 33 :8-9). This is the Bible's 
way of letting us know that God did not use natural 
processes to bring the universe, the earth, plants, ani
mals, and humans into existence. Instead, he used a 
great miracle -the miracle of creation! One that we 
should neither neglect nor be afraid to defend. 

Christ is given credit for healing the lame, walking 
on water, and feeding the five thousand. To Chris
tians, those miracles are demonstrations of the power 
of God. We readily accept and believe them along with 
the resurrection of Jesus following his crucifixion. Yet 
we question God's ability to create the universe and 
the earth on which we live. Scientists have inundated 
society with their scientific method and the belief that 
it would be impossible. "Six literal days? It would 
break all the known laws of science. It would be a 
Herculean task just to create one animal, much less all 
of them in just 48 hours. After all, with all of our 
knowledge and wisdom, we still cannot produce life 
from non-life." And yet that is the whole point - it 
was miraculous! It was more than Herculean! God 
was able not only to break the laws of science, but he 
also then shaped those laws and put them into. place. 
Have we forgotten that God is omnipotent, omnipres
ent, and omniscient? If we are to believe and protect 
the rest of the Bible, then we must be ready to believe 
and defend that God did it the way he said he did -
in six literal days. 230 Landmark Dr. 
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Revelation 
More Than Conquerors 
by William Hendriksen 
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Blurring the lines 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

Rstoration Forums and conventions continue 
to blur the lines between the church and the 
Christian Church (Disciples and also Inde

pendents). Gospel preachers with advanced degrees 
are finding it easy and satisfying to teach religion 
classes in their colleges. Also, a publishing company 
advertises its aim. It "is a serious effort to join the 
scholarship of two branches of this unity movement 
so as to speak with one voice concerning the Word of 
God." Some brethren have yielded to this blur 
scheme. Will that publisher print and promote books 
opposing women preachers, the pastor system, and 
the missionary society, and instrumental music in wor
ship of God? "Can two walk together except they be 
agreed?" 

The Bible as Literature 
Parents salve their consciences by their children tak
ing a Bible class in a public institution. Since the 
course cannot be legally doctrinal, a substitution is 
offered as "The Bible as Literature." What happens 
in such a course may lead to faith weakening. The 
Bible becomes "a good book" rather than "the Good 
Book." One professor, Paul Q. Beeching, who taught 
such a course for a dozen years, described the out
come as deficient in solid Bible teaching. 

Students would do well to avoid masqueraded 
liberalism. 

High Intelligence Unanchored 
High intelligence is admired and praised. We have 
reason to expect the greatest productivity from supe
rior persons, yet often the least comes. Whereas from 
those we have reason to think little may come, the 
greatest often comes. Not all five-talent people use 
their abilities and opportunities, but one- and two-tal
ent people often carry society forward when the ge
niuses do not. 

Eggheads can be irrational, silly, and irascible. 
They may lack good common sense. Geniuses may 
look down in blatant arrogance on others with dif
fering· ideas. They operate in a different circle than 
ordinary peons. 

The worst kinds of specious intelligence are the 
kind. that develop a criminal bent. An example of 

high intelligence gone wrong is the henchmen of the 
wicked dictator, Adolph Hitler. An international 
court in Nuremberg, Germany, tried twenty men in 
1946. Death or prison resulted for those convicted. 
Dr. Robert Martin, one of the attending physicians 
of these criminals who pronounced them dead, re
ported the I.Q. of these: 12 were very superior; five 
superior, two bright normal, and one average. 

In spite of their high intelligence, they concocted 
schemes to murder six million persons, commit 
crimes of aggression, and crimes against humanity. 

It is evident that intelligence and education with
out God and the Bible is not real education. In fact, 
such men and women are a danger to soCiety. Let us 
pray and financially support Christian institutions 
that teach the Bible as the inspired Word of God. 

371 Mills St. 
Hendersot; 'IN 38340 
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Jews Perpetually Persecuted 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

And you shall become an astonishment, a prov
erb, and a byword among all nations where 
the Lord will drive you" (Deut. 28:37). [All 

Scriptures are taken from the King James Version, 
unless otherwise noted.] 

In the long chapter of Deuteronomy 28, written 
by Moses, God foretold the tragic plight of the Jews. 
In the prophecy by Moses, the sad condition was re
lated about them in the Destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70. Also, the perpetual persecution that they 
would endure is shown through the centuries even 
until today. One may be sympathetic to their trials, but 
prophecy will prevail. God did not arbitrarily send 
difficulties on them, but the Jews, who once were the 
chosen people of God, brought the circumstances on 
themselves. Sin has consequences. They were duly 
warned about disobedience and turning to idolatry. 

Blessings Were Conditional 
Many of the rich promises of God are conditional. 
The blessing of the Jews was conditional on their 
faithful obedience to God. Here is the promise: 

And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken 
diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to 
observe and to do all his commandments which I 
command thee this day, that the Lord thy God 
will set thee on high above all nations of the earth 
(28:1). 

Many "blessings" are named in Deuteromony 
28:2-9. Uniquely, Jehovah said if they were obedient 
they would be the ."head" and not the "tail." 

And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not 
the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou 
shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto 
the commandments of the Lord thy God, which 
I command thee this day, to observe and to do 
them: and thou shalt not go a5id~ from any of 
the words which I command thee this day, to the 
right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods 
to serve them (28:13-14). 

The Living Oracles 
Translation of the Bible 

by Alexander CampbeD • .1826 
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But Curses 
In contrast to God's favors he warns of curses. He 
threatens them with a dozen curses. 

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hear
ken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to ob
serve to do all his commandments and his stat
ues which I command thee this day; that all 
these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake 
thee (28: 15). 

Following are many curses listed. One of these is 
yielding to cannibalism, which was confirmed during 
the siege of the Destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, 
the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which 
the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, 
and in the straitJ;tess, wherewith thine enemies 
shall distress thee (28:53). 

The prophecy in verse 49 was minutely fulfilled in 
the siege by the Roman government under General 
Titus. "The Lord shall bring a nation against thee 
from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as· the 
eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not 
understand" (28:49). Also, Jeremiah gives a lament: 

Behold, 0 Lord, and consider to whom thou 
hast done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, 
and children of a span long? Shall the priest and 
the prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the 
Lord? The young and the old lie on the ground 
in the streets: my virgins and my young men are 
fallen by the sword; thou hast slain them in the 
day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not pit
ied. Thou hast called as in a solemn day my ter
rors round about, so that in the day of the 
Lord's anger none escaped nor remained: those 
that I have swaddled and brought up hath mine 
enemy consumed (Lam. 2:20-22). 

Prophecy Fulfilled Today and Perpetually 
Two fulfillments of prophecy are clear and unques
tioned. Moses said because of the disobedience of 
the Jews they would be a "scattered" people. They 
are now in all parts of the world. It is believed there 
are more Jews in New York City than in the country 
of Palestine. 

And the Lord shall scatter thee among all 
people, from the one end of the earth even unto 
the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, 
which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, 
even wood and stone (28:64). 



·Also, they would lose their inheritance to the land 
God gave them. 

Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a 
land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers, 
and there shall ye serve other gods day and night; 
where I will not show you favor Qer. 16:13). 

The second fulfillment is in verse 3 7: '~d thou 
shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and a by
word, among all nations whither the Lord shall lead 
thee" (28:37). Historically, the Jews continue to be a 
"proverb" and a "by-word." Currently the Jews are 
in the news as described in the article below, written 
by a sympathetic editor. 

[ ... ] From Kiev in the East to Bilbao and 
Barcelona in Spain, and Rome in the south, from 
Marseilles to Paris to Berlin in the West, the poi
son is at work. Somehow anti-Semitism in Eu
rope has outdone every other ideology and 
prejudice in its power and durability .... 

Jews, and people presumed to be Jewish, are 
assaulted across the region. Attackers, shouting 
racist slogans, throw stones at schoolchildren, at 
worshippers leaving religious services, at rabbis, 
Jewish homes, schools, and synagogue.s are 
firebombed. Windows are smashed. Scores of 
Jewish cemeteries are desecrated with anti-Jew
ish slogans and threats and Nazi symbols on walls 
and monuments. In Belgium, thugs beat up the 
chief rabbi. In Britain, the left-wing journal the 
New Statesman depicts a large Star of David stab
bing the Union Jack. In London, a young student 
reading Psalms is.stabbed 27 times on a city bus. 
A mural in a Scottish church depicts a crucified 
Jesus surrounded by Israeli soldiers. In Italy, La 
Stampa publishes a page 1 cartoon of a tank em
blazoned with the Jewish star pointing its gun at 
the baby Jesus, who pleads, 'Surely, they don't 
want to kill me again.' In France, where there 
have been hundreds of acts of violence, walls in 
Jewish neighborhoods have been defaced with 
slogans proclaiming, 'Jews to the gas chambers.' 
In Germany, the Free Democratic Party has unof
ficially adopted anti-Semitism as a campaign 
technique to attract Germany's sizable Muslim . 
minority. A former German defense minister 
blames the power of the Jews for all the perceived 
ills of American foreign policy. German Jews are 
advised not to wear anything in public that will 
identify them as Jewish because their safety can
not be guaranteed. A listing of such incidents 
could fill, and fill again, this entire magazine -
even though they represent just a fraction of the 
total number of such crimes, their racial origin 
concealed in routine statistics of ordinary assault 
and vandalism (Zuckerman 76). 

This is also attested by Jeremiah: 
And I will deliver them to be removed into all the 
kingdoms of earth for their hurt, to be a reproach 
and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places 

whither I shall drive them. And I will send the. 
sword, the famine, and the pestilence, among 
them, till they be consumed from off the land that 
I gave unto them and to their fathers Qer. 24:9-
10). 

Lest We Forget 
The plight of the Jews impresses us that disobedience 
of any kind will bring dire consequences. We reap 
what we sow (cf. Gal. 6:7-9). 

Prophecies in the Bible never fail, and this leads us 
to believe in the inspiration and reliability of the Bible. 
It is properly stated that Deuteronomy 28 has been 
fulfilled and it is "literal, complete and undeniable." 

Today Jews are not the "chosen people of God," 
entitled to the Holy Land. Many people of the world, 
including designers of American foreign policy, be
lieve the Jews were promised Palestine and remain the 
"chosen" ones. The Catholic Church claims this erro
neous view. From a committee of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, the gospel is not for the Jews 
because it is believed there was an eternal covenant 
with the Jews and therefore they "do not need to con
vert to Christianity to be saved." But historically the 
land promise to the Jews has been fulfilled. 

And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which 
he sware to give unto their fathers; and they 
possessed it, and dwelt therein. [ ... ]There failed 
not aught of any good thing which the Lord had 
spoken unto the house of Israel, all came to pass 
Oosh 21:43, 45). 

They forfeited this land because of disobedience. 
They have no more claim to the land than any other 
race of people. · 

In the Bible, who is described as a Jew? He is not 
one of the fleshly descendants of Abraham, but one 
who is spiritual. Paul made this clear when he wrote, 

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; nei-
ther is that circumcision, which is outward in 
the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; 
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not 
of men, but of God (Rom. 2:28-29). 

In this age all who are Christians are accepted as 
the "Israel of God" (Gal. 6:16). 

Not Anti-Semitic 
This discussion is not anti-Semitic and calculated to 
be heaping persecution on a distraught people; it is 
rather, biblical because it was prophesied in 
Deuteronomy 28. 

3 71 Mills St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 
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Handmaiden or Mistress 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

T he Bible knows nothing of Christian coll
eges. But as expediencies to help the church 
do her work, they have played a significant, 

but not always salutary role in the history of our Res
toration Movement. 

In the early days, the founders and promoters of 
Christian schools saw them as handmaidens to the 
church. Their mission was perceived to be that of as
sistants to the church in fulfilling her mission here on 
earth. 

• They provided a wholesome, quality education 
for the children of church members within a strong 
Christian environment. Teachers were expected to 
be faithful members of the church and campus life 
was to be shaped by Christian values. 

• Christian schools provided an environment 
where young Christians could meet and find mates 
who shared their faith in Christ. 

• They educated young Christians and provided 
them skills necessary for success in business. The 
graduates, as they pursued their vocations, provided 
strong, well-trained and faithful leadership in local 
congregations. 

• The schools provided training for young men 
who desired to serve as gospel preachers. With solid, 
dependable Bible instruction, they would go forth 
and bless the church by their faithful teaching and 
leadership. It was understood that the doctrines im
parted by t~e schools would be thoroughly biblical 
and reflect the broad general convictions of the 
brotherhood on all essential points. 

• They trained and encouraged young Christians 
to take the gospel of Christ to mission fields wher~ 
the good news had not yet gone. 

For these valuable contributions, Christians and 
congregations gave thanks and encouraged their 
young people to choose our Christians schools for 
their education. Thousands of Christians provided 
financial support for our schools and some congrega
tions lent support especially to their Bible depart
ments and mission programs. 

www.bible·lnfonet.org 
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A Shift in the Relationship Has Occurred 
Since the 1960s a new spirit has evolved within the 
leadership of some of our schools. No longer do they 
perceive themselves as handmaidens to render service 
to the Lord's church. While not formally announced, 
the shift is seen in their actions. They now see them
selves as the superior mistress to supervise, lead and 
guide the fumbling, unprofessional churches. Their 
behavior suggests that congregations exist to serve the 
schools by providing them students and the funds 
needed to maintain and further enlarge their institu
tions. The principle interest of the academics that con
trol many of these schools is to gain the approval, re
spect of their educational peers in the broader secular 
and denominational realms. 

Today an eldership cannot safely assume that a 
graduate of some of our Christian schools will hold 
doctrinal views consistent with New Testament prin
ciples. In fact they must be very careful that he does 
not hold views contrary to biblical standards. Parents 
can no longer assume that all teachers in those 
schools hold views that will strengthen the faith of 
their sons and daughters. 

Rather than serve the church, many administra
tors and professors look upon the typical elder and 
preacher as obsolete and out of date in their under- . 
standing of spiritual matters. Hence they (the school 
men) have taken it upon themselves to reshape the 
beliefs, worship, and practice of our churches. With 
an elitist air, they have launched their uninvited pro
gram of change for our people. 

Looking back a hundred years, we see the same 
scenario was played out among our people in that 
day. The Christian schools led in the apostasy that 
divided our people then. We did not learn from the 
mistakes of the past. The problem has surfaced again 
in our day, and we suffer for our folly. 

If there are to be Christian schools among us, 
those who direct them must never forget their 
proper position as handmaidens to serve and benefit 
the church of the Lord Jesus. 

12630 W. Foxfire Ave. 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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What Shall We Teach Them? 
By Raymond Elliott 

I t is truly wonderful to learn of the responses to 
the preaching of the gospel of Christ in that part 
of the world known previously as the Soviet 

Union. I have heard first hand accounts from breth
ren who have gone on several missionary trips to 
that area and I have listened intently as they related 
how much interest the people there have in the holy 
scriptures and in God. It is almost unbelievable the 
desire that so many have in just possessing a copy of 
the Bible. There are hundreds of sincere seekers of 
truth being immersed into ·Christ by- workers from 
America (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). There 
are scores of congregations of Christ now in exist
ence because of the tremendous efforts by our breth
ren to teach people of Jesus Christ and his death for 
them on Calvary. Furthermore, schools have been es
tablished to train men to be teachers, preachers, and 
leaders in the Lord's church. 

But, we might raise the question, what shall we 
teach these new converts? Of course, we must teach 
them of the infinite love of God, the marvelous grace 
of our Lord, and the tender mercies of our Heavenly 
Father Oohn 3:16-17; Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). The 
new Christians should receive instructions regarding 
the divine scheme of redemption that was in the 
mind and purpose of God and was revealed in the 
Bible. Another question that might be raised is, 
Should we teach them anything concerning the wor
ship assemblies of the local congregation, the church, 
and its organization? Shall these new converts be 
taught to assemble on the Lord's Day to partake of 
the Lord's Supper, to join together in prayer, to sing 
songs of praise to God, to study the word of God, 
and to give monetarily so that they might help others 
(Acts 2:42; 20:7; Eph. 5 :19; 1 Cor. 16:1-2)? Should 
we encourage the men to grow in Christian leader
ship so that they might one day become shepherds 
and deacons? Should these babes in Christ be taught 
to refer to themselves as being Christians, brethren, 
disciples, children of God, and saints? To be known 
as a congregation of Christ, the body of Jesus, the 
church, or the church of God? Or, should our breth
ren who go as missionaries simply refrain from 
teaching anything about these subjects that would 

contribute in making these believers distinct and dif
ferent from other religious organizations? 

The answers depend on one's attitude toward the 
holy scriptures, particularly the New Testament. 
Some brethren would say that it would not be possible 
for these new converts to attain objective truths re
garding these matters. Others would state that to 
teach them in these areas would be declaring a "pat
tern" and such would not be acceptable according to 
the "New Hermeneutic." Another group would sug
gest that the newly established congregations should 
be allowed to practice anything that would not be 
expressly forbidden, thus, allowing for the silence of 
the scriptures to be as authoritative as that which is 
written. Again, others would say that we should not 
teach them any more since they have learned of Jesus 
and have been baptized. This way, they could join 
existing denominations in their respective communi
ties, realizing that we can have unity in a diversity of 
doctrines. It is sad to note that these varied attitudes 
are represented in our great brotherhood today and 
are contributing to a growing unrest among believers 
and are causing divisions within the body of jesus 
Christ. 

It is impossible to think of the apostles and other 
first-century preachers being influenced by such di
versity of beliefs. Paul taught. the same doctrine re
gardless of his location. In Philippians 3:16, he 
wrote, "Nevertheless, to the degree that we have al
ready attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be 
of the same mind." Because the Holy Spirit guided 
him, he stressed unity among believers regarding the 
manner of living and the acceptance of the proper 
beliefs and practices (Eph. 4:1-6). What Christians 
are to be and do as required by the Lord should be 
the same throughout the world. Traditions and cus
toms may and can vary but sound doctrine and scrip
tural practices are essential wherever one may live. 
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Fire Danger 
By P. J. Chapman 

A local forest ranger station informs people of 
the current fire danger in the surrounding 
woods. The sign reads, "Fire Danger Today 

Is ... " At the end of the statement is added the tempo
rary word "Low:" "Moderate " "High" or "Ex-.• , ' ' 
treme," depending on conditions at the time. 

When I pass the sign I think of how convenient it 
would be if it informed me of my spiritual condition. 
In other words, instead of referring to forest fires, 
the sign referred to the fires of Hell. If I were faith
ful to God, the sign would state, "No Fire Danger 
Today." If I had totally lost my zeal for Christ, the 
sign would state, "Fire Danger Today Is Extreme." 

Since the beginning of time, God has provided 
man with the instructions needed to be faithful to him, 
but man has continually ignored "the signs." God's 
own children are often the worst offenders. In ex
plaining his parable of the sower, Jesus said some 
hearers who choose to follow him will fall away due to 
tribulation, persecution, cares of the world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches (Matt. 13:18-23). But those 
hearers who continue in him, bearing fruit despite the 
tribulations and pleasures of this world, are those who 
hear the word "with a noble and good heart ... keep it 
... bear fruit ... with patience" (Luke 8: 15). 

Mter our initial obedience to the gospel of 
Christ, God adds us to his church (Acts 2:47). We are 
then expected to continually grow in our faith until 
death (Rev. 2:10). Growth is only possible if we con
tinue to hear (study) God's word, and if we don't 
hear it, how can we keep it? Ignorance of God's law, 
and of our own spiritual condition, is no excuse 
(Acts t 7:30-31). 

After many rebukes and exhortations, the 
apostle Paul made this final demand of the struggling 
Christians in Corinth, "Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you 
not know yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you?
Unless indeed you are disqualified" (2 Cor. 13:5 
NKJV). 

Self-examination may be very difficult but is ab
solutely necessary if the Christian is to grow, be 
steadfast and immovable, and abound in faithfulness 
leading to heaven (1 Cor. 15:58). 
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God, through his word, has given to us all we 
need for that very purpose. Peter wrote, "His divine 
power has given to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who 
called us by glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 1:3). Using this 
great source, Christians are to be diligent in adding 
virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godli
ness, brotherly kindness, and love to our faith (2 Pet. 
1:5-7). 

James, referring to God's law as a mirror, wrote, 
"But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 
doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he 
does" Uames 1 :25). We must take a hard look into 
God's word, apply it to ourselves, and correct the 
flaws we discover. If not, our walk in the Spirit (Gal. 
5:16), and in the light (1 John 1:7), will be a short 
one. 

When the woods receive plenty of rain and snow, 
the sign in front of the ranger station says the fire 
danger is "Low." 

When put into action, God's word removes the 
threat of Hell's fires. If you passed a sign today that 
informed you of your spiritual condition, in what 
state of danger would you be? If the condition is not 

. as it should be, then have the courage, the humility, 
the diligence, and the patience to change. 
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Stupidity of Self-Righteousness 
By Howard R. Horton 

According to my coverless, well-worn, and dis
integrating Webster's Dictionary, "Stupid
ity" means "lack of intelligence." Well, then 

this is the correct word for this little article. Because 
"self-righteousness" is a mark of a lack of study, or, 
like the definition, it's just a mark of a lack of intelli
gence. 

Remember Pharaoh asked Joseph: "I have 
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret 
it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst un
derstand a dream to interpret it" (Gen. 41:15). 

What was Joseph's response? Did Joseph (in a self 
righteous and pompous manner) declare how brilliant 
he was? Did Joseph declare his education, academics, 
or lack thereof? Did Joseph remind Pha~;aoh of what 
he Qoseph) had accomplished previously in the inter
preting of dreams? No! With humility of mind, heart 
and soul, Joseph said, "It is not in 1ne: God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace" (Gen. 41: 16). 

"It is not in me ... " We need to remember this les
son, and encourage others to know it, because any 
and all successes we have had in our Christian life 
are because of God's grace and mercy, which He has 
bestowed upon us. 

Sure, we as humans have our "part," but without 
having a graceful and merciful God, there wouldn't 
be a "God's Part!" 

We preachers admire all of the characters in the 
Bible. But, mostly, (it seems) the apostle Paul, who 
wrote, "But by the grace of God I am what I am: and 
his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet 
not I, but the grace of God which was with me?" (1 
Cor. 15:10). 

And, is it not true that the apostle Paul struggled 
daily to remain in God's grace and favor? He also 
wrote, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to. others, I myself should be a castaway" (1 
Cor. 9:27). 

"For who maketh thee to differ from another? 
and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now 
if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
hadst not received it?" (1 Cor. 4:7). 

Some at Corinth were opposing the apostles; op
posing the man who had bestowed upon them spiri
tual gifts. And, now they were acting as if they (the 
Corinthians) had received the gifts from other 
source. 

Self-righteousness robs us of our vision. We don't 
see our own shortcomings and we don't see the 
progress in the lives of other Christians. It shows a 
Christian to be seriously void of gratitude to the One 
who (through the gospel of Christ) called and saved 
him. 

Yes, sir. Paul put it best, "But by the grace of God 
I am what I am." 311 E. Main 
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To Change or Not to Change 
(A Series of Articles) 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he fear of falling away from Bible teaching 
into heresy is based on frequent admonitions 
in the scripture to "hold fast" the apostolic 

"traditions ... the word Paul preached ... that which 
is good ... our boldness ... the beginning of our con
fidence firm unto the end ... the confession of our 
faith that it waver not . . . that which ye have ... 
(1 Cor. 11:2; 15:2; 1 Thess. 5:21; Heb. 3:6; 4:14; 
10:23; Rev. 2:25). The danger is that, if we do not 
hold fast to Bible teaching, we will forfeit our crown 
(Rev. 3:11). 

Much of the teaching of Jesus to the seven 
churches of Asia in the closing book of the Bible ad
monishes saints to cling to "the truth of the gospel" 
and to guard against being swept into apostasy. 

The book of Hebrews was written to keep early 
converts to Christ from falling away from the grace 
of God. The inspired writer cautions against drifting, 
and urges the saved to "give the more earnest heed 
to the things that were heard" (Heb. 2: 1). 

I suspect that most would Amen such sentiments. 
Still, it would be most unwise to foreclose the possi
bility of "growing in grace and knowledge." 

If we hold a Bible truth, we need to set ourselves 
to firmly resist any attempt to move us away from 
that truth and into error. Yet, if an honest soul 
should call it in question, or attempt to bring us to a 
more perfect understanding, it would be a great folly 
to refuse discussion. We should always be willing to 
listen to good advice about how to improve our 
spiritual health and wealth, but all the while guard
ing ourselves against quackery. 

Listen, weigh, consider, test, and measure, but 
keep yourself from the charlatan's flimflam. The 
gauge for truth in religion is the revealed word of 
God, and we must ever conform to that standard. 

Pragmatically, those who hold uncompromis
ingly to the Bible as the inerrant word of God and 
believe it absolutely are the fastest growing. 

Spiritually, those who accept and obey the Bible 
as unbounded and unmodifiable truth are made free 
from the bondage of sin Uohn 8 :32). 

So, whether from a practical standpoint or from 
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an eternal view, strict conformity to the new cov
enant is wise and safe. 

Those who claim that religion, in order to sur
vive and flourish, must be constantly updating itself 
to stay in step with changing times have it exactly 
wrong. 

Still, we are willing to examine what sincere 
people may raise as legitimate issues, and if they are 
right, to gladly accept truth, but that does not mean 
being gullible, uncritical, and unthinking. 

The first piece in this series of articles was to 
evaluate afresh Bible teaching about music in praise 
of God. In this essay, we aim to consider some of 
what the new covenant says about the Lord's Supper. 

There are some who mistakenly say that observ
ing the communion only upon the first day of every 
week is not grounded in correct Bible teaching. 
(Read Cecil May's article on the Lord's Supper in 
this issue of the paper.) 

It is our purpose in this article to apply deductive 
reasoning to what the Bible says about the Lord's 
Supper. (To fully understand any Bible subject it is 
necessary to gather all verses dealing with that topic 
and drawing a logical conclusion based on the total
ity of Bible teaching.) 

by Bruce R. Curd 
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to wed an unbeliever a good attitude or a bad onells one who 
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Talking Points 

Origin 
jesus, just hours before his death, gathered his 
apostles in an upper room in Jerusalem to observe 
the Jewish Passover feast. In the course of the 
evening, he took bread and the juice of the grape 
(wine) and instituted a new memorial supper. It was 
remarkably simple. The bread represented his body; 
the grape juice symbolized his blood. His body is the 
church (Col. 1:18); and entry into the church comes 
to those who are cleansed by his blood in the grave 
-the burial- of water baptism (Rom. 6:1-11). So, 
these two, the bread and the blood of the grape, de
clare that in jesus there is (1) reconciliation to God, 
and (2) the peaceful joy of continuous worship in 
sanctified service in the glorious body of the Savior 
- leading at last to gates of pearl. 

The passages that chronicle the inauguration of 
this new institution are Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 
14:22-25; and Luke 22:14-20. 

Purpose 
Redemption and consecration are indicated by the 
unadorned act of consuming a bit of unleavened 
bread, and a swallow of wine. Bread and the fruit of 
the vine are available worldwide and obtainable by 
the poor and the rich. The sacred meal is unpreten-. 
tious, and at the same time costly and fine in what it 
symbolizes and in what it prefigures. 

The holy feast of bread and wine represent to the 
wise redemption's sweet song and reminds them of 
eternal pleasure in the palaces of the "blessed and 
only Potentate.'' It is the centerpiece of our Sunday 
assembly worship. 

"Upon the first day of the week when we were 
gathered together to break bread." 

"This do in remembrance of me ... " 
"Till I come.» 
The Lord's Supper is a time when we look back, 

look up, and look forward. 
We are told in Genesis 14:18-19 that 

Melchizedek - that mysterious, august, majestic 
King and priest, "having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life"- brought forth bread and wine to 
bless Abram and God Most High. We cannot say if 
this was meant to foreshadow that far off and com
ing day when Jesus would sit down with his apostles 
in Jerusalem and bring forth bread and wine ... and 
offer to bless the whole world- "this is my blood of 
the covenant which is poured out for many ... unto 
remission of sins." But it may do it. 

In the book of Proverbs, wisdom cries out, 
"Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: As for him 
that is void of understanding, she saith to him, Come, 
eat ye of my bread, And drink of the wine which I have 
mingled. Leave off, ye simple ones, and live; And walk 
in the way of understanding" (Prov. 9:4-6). Prophets 
have long taught that bread and wine represent wis
dom and understanding ... life and hope. 

We must not think of the Lord's Supper as giving 
some kind of mysterious access to the grace of for
giveness. Initial forgiveness comes to the alien sinner 
when his spirit is born again of water Uohn 3:3-5). 
One cannot enter the kingdom without being born 
of water- .that is, without being baptized. jesus 
said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mark 16:16). Those who are in the kingdom 
observe the Lord's Supper. Jesus said "that you may 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom" (Luke 
22:30). The child of God sins (1 John 1 :6-9), and is 
forgiven on the basis of confession, which implies re
pentance, and prayer (1 John 1:6-10; James 5:16). 

Sins are purged (1) in the water of baptism and 
(2) by confession and prayer, and in no other way. 

The Lord's Supper does not, as some think, bring 
forgiveness and cleansing. Remission of sins and re
generation- access to grace- come by other means. 

Still, we may regard the weekly communion ser
vice as a time for covenant-recalling and covenant
renewing. We cannot contemplate Jesus of Nazareth 
going about "doing good and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil," nor the ultimate tragedy of 
his heartrending death, nor his glorious victory over 
death, nor his ascension to the throne of the ancient 
of days, nor his present rule in "upholding all things 
by the word of his power" without bringing before 
our mind's eye the "new covenant" that promises "I 
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will be merciful unto their iniquities, and their sins 
will I remember no more." 

Jesus took the cup and said, "This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many unto re
mission of sins" (Matt. 26:24 ). "Do this, as often as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me" (1 Cor. 11:23, 25). 

Fellowship 
The Lord's Supper is not only a communion with Je
hovah, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, but it is also a fel
lowship with other believers in the assembly of the 
congregation. 

The only specific information we have about the 
Lord's Supper after its initiation by Jesus is in the 
book of First Corinthians. Here are the salient points 
Paul makes: 

• The cup is a communion of the blood of Christ 
(1 Cor. 10:16) 

• The bread is a communion of the body of 
Christ (1 Cor. 10:16) 

• Many partake of the one bread, one body (1 
Cor. 10:17) 

• We cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of demons (1 Cor. 10:21) 

• We cannot partake of the Lord's table and that 
of demons (1 Cor. 10:21) 

• Communion is observed in the assembly of a 
local church (1 Cor. 11 :20) 
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• Faction makes it impossible to eat the Lord?s 
supper (1 Cor. 11 :20) 

• Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper on the be
trayal night (1 Cor. 11 :23-25) 

• Each person is to examine himself in eating the 
Supper (1 Cor. 11 :28) 

• In eating and drinking, we must discern the 
body (1 Cor. 11 :29) 

• Eating the Supper improperly brings spiritual 
sickness (1 Cor. 11:30) 

• Eating the Supper improperly can bring spiri
tual death (1 Cor. 11:30) 

If there is division, squabbling, fussing, and en
mity among the disciples, it is not possible to eat the 
Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11 :20). The disunity among 
the believers in Corinth caused many of them to 
eat the supper without discerning the body and 
that brought spiritual sickness and death (1 Cor. · 
11 :30). 

This shows that the communion service is a cor
porate activity - something that is done when the 
local church assembles (1 Cor. 11 :20). It also shows 
that a bad attitude toward a fellow saint makes it im
possible to eat the supper without dire and eternal 
consequences. 

When we commune we must purge form our 
thoughts ill-will toward other disciples, and be 
drawn together in a bond of fellowship. Attitude to
ward other members of the Lord's body is important 
in eating the bread and drinking the cup. 

Time of Observance 
The Lord 's Supper is to be eaten upon the first day of 
every week because of cumulative evidence drawn 
from several verses of scripture. 

Here are some of the facts: 
1. First century disciples were not to forsake the 

assembling of themselves together on an appointed 
day (Heb. 10:25). 

2. When the Lord's Supper was eaten the dis
ciples were to be together (assembled), were to tarry 
for one another, and were all to eat the Lord's Sup
per at the same time (1 Cor. 1-G:16-17; 1 Cor. 11:20-
34 ). In the eating of the Supper they confessed their 
identity as members of the body of Christ (church) 
and members one of another. 

3. First-century disciples gathered on the first day 
of the week to "lay by in store" (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Lay by 
in store means cast into the treasury. Giving is an act of 
worship. Giving -laying by in store - took place on 
the first day of the week. 



4. The first day of the week was the day of 
Christ's resurrection (Luke 24:1,13,21). 

5. The first day of the week was the day the Holy 
Spirit came upon the apostles and the day therefore 
that the kingdom of God on earth (the church) came 
into existence (Mark 9: 1; Acts 1:4-8; Acts 2: 1-4 ). 

6. We have an example of the first-century saints 
meeting upon the first day of the week to break 
bread (eat the Lord's Supper- Acts 20:1-7). Notice 
Paul arrived at Troas on Monday and waited seven 
days until the disciples gathered on the first day of 
the week to break bread. 

The preponderance and weight of the evidence 
in favor of observing the Lord's Supper upon the 
first day of every week - and only then - is strong 
and not only justifies but demands the conclusion. 

Obiedions Considered 
Objection: Returning to the Bible for authority 

in matters of faith and practice does not demand, 
"that Christianity must be forever frozen in the form 
of first century customs and methodologies." 

Ans·wer: Agreed - but we are not talking about 
the cut of one's clothes or whether to use pen and 
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ink or a computer. That misses the point and, while 
it may sound impressive, it is not a valid objection to 
the points outlined in this piece. 

Objection: The taking of a contribution on the 
first day of the week does not preclude taking a con
tribution on other days. 

Answer: The collection is not the same as the 
Lord's Supper: We must not confuse the two. It is 
true that the first-century church took a contribution 
on every Sunday, and it is also true that disciples gave 
of their wealth on other days, but this is not true of 
the Lord's Supper, which was observed only upon 
the first day of every week. If anyone can show an 
exception after its institution, we will be happy to 

consider it. 
Objection: The example of the church at Troas 

eating the Lord's Supper on the first day of the week 
is not conclusive because they may have also eaten 
the Supper on some other day of the week. 

Answer: The necessary conclusion that first cen
t;ury saints observed the Lord's Supper on the first 
day of every week - and not on other days - is not 
dependent solely on the Troas example - see Cecil 
May 's article in this issue of the paper. We cannot 
base our conclusions about the Lord's Supper on 
what someone thinks "may" have happened. To give 
consideration to this objection, we need a verse of 
scripture saying first-century saints observed the 
Lord's Supper on some day other than Sunday. The 
passage is not there, but there is scriptural proof that 
the disciples gave on the first day of every week, and 
also on other occasions. 

Objection: It is not possible to restore some elu
sive pattern. 

Answer: We are not talking about an elusive pat
tern, but we are talking about clear Bible teaching 
fortified by an example. An example is only binding 
if it is supported and required by a command. 

Objection: If we must restore something, let us 
restore spirituality and love. 

Answer: Of course we must restore all of the vir
tues and graces scripture requires, but we m1,1st also 
restore biblical doctrine of salvation, the organization 
of the church, assembly worship of the church, the 
mission of the church, and all other principles and 
laws of God. We are to restore ideal Christianity so 
clearly modeled in the new covenant. We must make 
all things according to the pattern given by the Lord. 
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"Our Heavenly Home" 
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11:00 a.m .................. Chapel- To Dream the Possible Dream .............................. Mike Nix, Lads to Leader Speaker 
12:00 noon ..••............ Friends for Faulkner Luncheon 
3:30 p.m .................. Open Forum, Does a Dying Saint Go Directly 

to Heaven or to a Place of Waiting? ................................. Hardeman Nichols, Wendell Winkler 
7:00 p.m .......•........•. Faulkner Chorus 
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3:30 p.m .................. Open Forum, Leadership Issues .................... Merle Fanis, Wallace Johnson, Stafford North 
7:30 p.m .................. Resurrection of the Body ................................................................................................ Jess Hall 

Thursday, March 6 - Board Members Day 
11 :00 a.m .................. Chapel -The Anatomy of an Attitude ......................... Dennis Jones, Lads to Leader Speaker 
12:00 noon ................ THE FBI, CIA, and KGB .................................................................................... Wayne Dunaway 
3:30 p.m .................. Open Forum, Questions and Answers ............................................ Cecil May. Jr •• Phil Sanders 
7:30 p.m .................. Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All ........................................................................ Ralph Gilmore 
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Potpourri ... 
Setting the Terms 

®"What's happening in Novato, an affluent Bay
area suburb in northern California, has become in
creasingly common across the nation as homo
sexual activists use 'safe school' laws and concerns 
over school bullying to advance their agenda. 

"It works like this: First, homosexual activists 
tout 'hate crimes' - those sad bur rare incidents in 
which students are harmed because they are gay -
and then they push for laws protecting homosexual 
students. Once:: those laws pass, activists persuade 
schools to adopt curricula that promotes not just stu
dent safety but acceptance of homosexuality. 

"The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Net
work executive director, Kevin Jennings, made nose
cret of that strategy. 

"'We immediately 'seized upon the opponents' 
calling card- safety,' he said. 'We knew that, con
fronted with real-life stories of youth who had suf
fered from homophobia, our opponents would auto
matically be on the defensive. That allowed us to set 
the terms of the debate" (Candi Cushman, writing 
on "Unsafe at Any Grade," in the December issue of 
Citizen). 

Christ Was Pro Abortion 
®A religious adviser to the nation's largest for

profit abortion provider has provoked a vehement 
response from pro-life Christians over his claim that 
Jesus Christ supported abortion. 

Rev. Mark Bigelow is pastor of the Congrega
tional Church .of Huntington in Centerport, N.Y., an 
affiliate of the United Church of Christ. He also 

'lhe Bnc·hanted 2\night 
The life Story of Hugo McCord 

by Earl I. West 

Biography of a faithful gospel preacher and writer. 
Hardback • 223 pgs 

$13.95 • $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25 sales tax 

Orderfrom Firm Foundation. (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

serves as a member of the Clergy Advisory Board for 
the Planned Parenthood Federation of America. 

In a Nov. 22 letter to Bill O'Reilly, host of The 
O'Reilly Factor on the Fox News Network, Bigelow 
wrote the following: 

"In your show you said that Jesus was not 
pro-choice and you were sure he would be insulted 
were he to see this card," referring to Planned Par 
enthood's "Choice on Earth" holiday greeting card. 

"Even as a minister I am careful what I presume 
Jesus would do if he were alive today, but one thing I 
know from the Bible is that Jesus was not against 
women having a choice in continuing a pregnancy," 
he continued. 

"Jesus was for peace on earth, justice on earth, 
compassion on earth, mercy on earth, and choice on 
earth," Bigelow added. 

Ed Szymkowiak, national director of STOPP In
ternational (a project of American Life League), 
characterized Bigelow's comments as blasphemous. 

"Once again, Planned Parenthood is displaying 
its true colors for all to see, publishing outright blas
phemy just weeks before the Christian world cel
ebrates the birth of Christ the Savior," Szymkowiak 
said. "Planned Parenthood has publicly indicated its 
religion is 'choice,' and its sacrament is abortion." 
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STOPP also criticized Planned Parenthood for a 
second letter to O'Reilly containing a reference to 
"the sacredness of choice." 

"I defy either Planned Parenthood President 
Gloria Feldt or her clergy advisory board member, 
Rev. Mark Bigelow, to cite chapter and verse to sup
port Rev. Bigelow's perverse claim that the Bible in
dicates 'that Jesus was not against women having a 
choice in continuing a pregnancy,'" said 
Szymkowiak, calling the remarks "blatant attacks on 
Jesus." 

Wendy Wright - senior policy director for Con
cerned Women for America, the nation's largest pub
lic policy women's group - also criticized the 
"Choice on Earth" campaign, saying Planned Parent
hood "has ·chosen to profit from a day sacred to 
Christians by offending them. 

"The group twists a well-known Scripture in 
which God offers peace on earth, not abortion, 
through the birth of His Son Jesus Christ," Wright 
said Tuesday in a statement. 

"Planned Parenthood officials are too hardened 
by their mission of profiting from abortion to see 
that Christmas itself flies in the face of all they stand 
for. Christmas is about the gift of life, eternal life in 
Christ," she explained. "Abortion destroys life." 

The scripture referenced, Luke 2:14, describes a 
celebration over the birth of Jesus saying, "Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to
ward men." 

Feldt rebuffed criticisms in her letter to O'Reilly, 
claiming that her group is made up of "thousands of 
staff and millions of volunteers and supporters of all 
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religious beliefs." 
"We've sent our 'Choice on Earth' holiday card 

to supporters for almost a decade. It is a popular sen
timent that expresses some of the highest values of 
our democratic society," she wrote. "And as a result 
of your show our supplies are sold out and we're go
ing to reprint." 

In light of the letters and the greeting card cam
paign, Wright questioned the taxpayer dollars 
Planned Parenthood receives. 

"The group's offensive profiteering and religious 
intolerance raises questions about its public fund
ing," she said. "Planned Parenthood's marketing of 
its contempt for religion reveals it does not need nor . 
deserve taxpayers footing its bills. Congress needs to 
take a good hard look at public funding for Planned 
Parenthood's religious intolerance." 

Szymkowiak agreed, admitting that his ultimate 
goal would be to see all 842 Planned Parenthood 
abortion facilities closed. 

"In order to accomplish this task, we must also 
insist that local, state and federal governments quit 
using our tax dollars to fund this anti-Christian orga
nization," he said. 

While the exact amount of taxpayer money 
Planned Parenthood receives is difficult to deter
mine, $4 2 7. 7 million annually is dedicated to "teen 
pregnancy prevention" sex education and contracep
tive distribution programs according to a report pre
pared by the Republican Study Committee. 

By comparison, only $102 million is spent on ab
stinence until marriage education programs. 

As CNSNews;coni previously reported at least 
one Planned Parenthood affiliate has used taxpayer 
funding to pay "t~en outreach workers" to solicit 
their classmates as new customers for one of its abor
tion and contraceptive distribution facilities 
(CNSNews.com, Wed., Dec. 4, 2002). 

Rate Is Rate Is late 
OThe savage murder of Mary Stachowicz, the 

middle-aged Chicago churchgoer allegedly killed by 
19-year-old coworker Nicholas Gutierrez, has met 
with a deafening media silence. 

Gutierrez, who is homosexual, confessed that he 
set upon Stachowicz when she asked him, "Why do 
you [have sex with] boys instead of girls?~ A state's 
attorney told the Chicago Tribune: "The defendant 
punched and kicked and stabbed the victim until he 
was tired. He then placed a plastic garbage bag over 
her head and strangled her." 



Gutierrez then jammed Stachowicz's body into a 
crawlspace under his floor. A 19-year-old man did 
this to a 51-year-old woman - not because of any
thing she did to him, but of what she supposedly said 
to him. He didn't say, "Ma'am, my private life is 
none of your business," or even, "Begone, bigot." In
stead, h~ tortured her to death. 

Where have we heard of this sort of thing be
fore? Why, in 1998, when three men killed Matthew 
Shepard after he propositioned them in a bar. 

Understandably, the men found Shepard's words 
offensive. They should have told him to get lost. But 
instead, they tortured and killed him. 

There is no moral difference between these acts. 
Yet the same American media that made Matthew 
Shepard a celebrated cause have said very little about 
Mary Stachowicz -just as they said very little about 
Jesse Dirkhising, the 13-year-old boy raped, tortured 
and strangled by homosexuals in 1999. 

Andrew Sullivan, probably the most articulate 
gay-rights advocate in journalism, wrote in a 2001 
New Republic article: 

In the month after Shepard's murder, Nexis re
corded 3,007 stories about his death. In the 
month after Dirkhising's murder, Nexis re
corded 46 stories about his. In all of last year, 
only one article about Dirkhising appeared in a 
major mainstream newspaper. The Boston 
Globe, the New York. Times and the Los Angeles 
Times ignored the incident completely. In the 
same period, the New York Times published 45 
stories about Shepard, and The Washington Post 
published 28. The discrepancy isn't just real. It's 
staggering. 

One cannot help wondering if our media don't 
privately share the view of homosexual James 
Wagner, who said of Stachowicz's strangling: 

The woman who did such great evil is dead, but 
unfortunately the evil and the church and the so
ciety which creates it is not, and it will continue 
to destroy Nicholas Gutierrez and many others. 
I shake, safely sitting here at home, fully under
standing, and fully familiar with, the horrible 
impact her words must have had for a man al
ready so terribly damaged by his society, and his 
own mother. 

Paul Marshall of Freedom House told me re
cently that the Western media routinely omit anti
Christian motivation in acts of sectarian violence 
overseas. Last week in Nigeria, for instance, Muslims 
destroyed churches and beat and murdered Chris
tians. Yet in many of the press accounts, there was no 
mention of who started the violence (Muslims), and 
who the victims were (Christians). Typical of the 

nonjudgmental approach was a report I heard last 
Monday from CNN correspondent Nancy Curnow, 
who mentioned "religious violence between Muslims 
and Christians." 

Or consider a New York Times report on an Evan
gelical Protestant missionary who was murdered in 
Lebanon. The. headline read: "Killing underscores 
enmity of evangelists and Muslims." But that "en
mity" unmistakably goes only one-way. "Whoever did 
this crime, I forgive them," the victim's husband said 
at her memorial service. "It's not easy. It took every
thing I have, but I can forgive these people because 
God has forgiven me." 

Local leaders, meanwhile, had denounced the 
missionaries, - in part because, as one Muslim 
magazine put it, "They destroy the fighting spirit of 
the children, especially of the P~lestinian youth, by 
teaching them not to fight the Jews, for the Palestin
ians to forgive the Jews and leave them Jerusalem." 

In Canada, Christians are having their freedom 
of speech taken away by hate-speech laws designed 
to protect homosexuals from having their feelings 
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hurt. Yet in 2000, when radical feminists threw 
condoms and soiled tampons at the altar of. 
Montreal's Catholic cathedral - and burned crosses 
on the cathedral steps - prosecutors said the event 
didn't trigger Canada's hate-crimes law. 

That didn't come from nowhere. And one 
trembles to think of where it's going. This is why we 
have to talk about Mary Stachowicz. 

Sick in tl1e "City" 
\?i"I see Samantha's (Kim Cattrall's character) in 

my office every day. It's not a liberated existence. 
They are unhappy, they are miserable, and most of 
all, they are sick. Unfortunately, popular culture pro
motes a "Sex and the City" life as an alternative. And 
I am here to tell you that it is not a good one" (Dr. 
Drew Pinsky, in "Dr. Drew Talks to 'She Thinks'" in 
the fall issue of She Thinks, from the Women's Inde
pendent Forum). 

High Court to Rule on Sodomy Laws 
!?:;The Supreme Court is scheduled to decide as 

early as today (12/2/01) whether to revisit its historic 
1986 decision allowing states to prosecute homo
sexuals for sodomy. 

The appeal, brought by Lambda Legal Defense 
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welcome this reprint of brother McGarvey's 
book. Brother McGarvey's writings on any 
topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 pback, 79 pgs .................. $4.95 

Encouraging Elders 
llll~:Z~~ Thomas Holland 

Strengthens, encourages, warns, and 
challenges elders. A must read for every 
elder. Elders say: "Speaks to the heart and 
soul of the lives of elders. I have not read 
anything more helpful." (Al) "I do not know 
of any other book except the Bible, that will 
help elders to properly perlorm and be 

1:::::'~~~=- encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our 
lii::=o£-..;....;.:::::.u prob- lems and feelings is accurate. [My] 

goal ... read this book once a month and every 
time doubt, frustra-tion, disappointment 
hamper my ability to serve ." (Fl) BKGK01 
pback, 105 pgs ............................ $7.95 

$3.00 s&h for one book • $4.50 for both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

3 0 February 2003 
Firm Foundation 

and Education Fund, challenges the Texas law bar
ring oral or anal sex between people of the same 
sex, a distinction Lambda says violates the U.S. 
Constitution's equal protection clause by officially 
stigmatizing homosexuals for "loving behavior" that 
others practice legally (The Washington Times, Dec. 
2, 2002). 

Message lor Davis 
{?:;Proclaiming "We don't let any pro-abortion 

people in our grounds here," Monsignor Edward 
Kavanagh [Roman Catholic Church] told California 
Governor Gray Davis to stay away from St. Patrick's 
Home for Children in Sacramento. 

Davis, he said, "should get his life together and 
he should change his whole philosophy on the un
born," according to CNSNews.com. 

Deus Ex Machina 
~'Does progress mean the end of Christianity? As 

a city becomes a dynamic, creative place, attracting 
new residents and growing economically, do its resi
dents necessarily set aside historic Christian beliefs 
and practices for the pursuit of a fuzzy, value-free af
fluence? 

Commentators suggest the answer is "yes," and 
advance the "secularization hypothesis," the theory 
that as societies modernize, they become increasingly 
hostile to the supernaturalism and moral discipline 
of traditional Christianity. 

In a series of articles entitled "Cities of Ideas," 
Austin American-Statesman reporters Bill Bishop and 
Mark Lisheron took a look at patterns of economic 
growth in several American cities during the 1990s 
("A Rising Creative Class," Ap. 28, 2002, p. 1A). 
One of their conclusions was that in cities "[w]here 
many people attended churches or were active in re
ligious organizations, economic growth was the 
slowest .... High-technology cities were the exact op
posite. They had fewer people going to church." 

Bishop and Lisheron think that churches were 
"traditional organizations" mired in the past, akin 
to outdated relics like the "Oddfellows, Moose, 
Masons, Red Men, Woodmen, Owls, Eagles, 
Maccabees, Knights of Phythias." 

The Glenmary Research Center in Atlanta exam
ined actual church participation in Austin, based on 
an analysis of denominational records. The 2000 
data finds that in 1956 approximately 38.9 percent 
of Travis County residents belonged to Christian de
nominations. In 2000, despite a massive increase in 
county population from 187,000 to 812,000 resi-



dents, that figure grew to 43.1 percent. As Austin has 
grown, it has become more, not less, Christian. 

Austin's explosion of Christian growth came 
from conservative evangelical Protestants and from 
Roman Catholics, two sectors who tout their un
modern continuities with historic doctrine and prac
tice. 

These days, it seems as if everyone assumes that 
ages past were pristine, more honest, more Chris
tian, and that the course of modern economic devel
opment has shattered faith and brought people to a 
place of aimless secularism. 

This assumption isn't true. The rate of regular
ized claimed affiliation with a local church in 
America in 1776 stood at about 17 percent. In 1980, 
it was 62 percent and growing. (See, e.g., Roger 
Finke and Rodney Stark's The Churching of 
America). 

Atheists Challenge Angels 
®A Florida city placed two angels on the front 

lawn of City Hall despite complaints from an atheist 
organization over its use of religious Christmas deco
rations (The Washington Times, Dec. 5, 2002). 

l.aw 'or Homosexuals Will Muzzle Preaclters 
®Pennsylvania Gov. Mark Schweiker yesterday 

signed legislation that gives homosexuals statewide 
legal protection from verbal harassment and hate 
crimes - a move that critics argue targets church 
leaders who preach against the homosexual lifestyle 

Critics said that they fear the law could include 
preachers who during their sermons quote passages 
from the Bible that denounce homosexuality. 

"Not only are you not allowed to speak it, you're 
now not allowed to think it, and that's dangerous," 
said Frederick Bieber of the Hanoverdale Church of 
the Brethren near Hummelstown, Pa. (The Washing
ton Times, Jan. 2003). 

Planned Parentltood 
®WASHINGTON- At least one affiliate of the 

nation's largest abortion provider is using taxpayer 
dollars to recruit new customers, according to docu
ments obtained by CNSNews.com. 

Planned Parenthood of North Central Ohio ap
plied for and received a $5,145 grant from the Mor
row County, Ohio, Job and Family Services agency's 
"Wellness Program Committee" for the 2002-2003 
fiscal year. The committee administers taxpayer
funded grants including those from the federal/state 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families program. 

The abortion and contraceptive seller plans to 
use the money to pay eight "teen outreach workers" 
to recruit new customers from among their peers. 
Under the proposal, select teens from Morrow 
County schools would be paid $100 to complete 
"outreach" training, and $5 for each new customer, 
up to 20, referred to Planned Parenthood's abortion 
clinic in Cardington, Ohio (CNSNews.com, Dec. 4, 
2002). 

Catholic Clturclt Hid Accused Priests 
!9> BOSTON (AP) - Thousands of newly released 

personnel files show that the Archdiocese of Boston 
went to great lengths to hide priests accused of 
abuse, including clergy who allegedly snorted co
caine and had sex with girls aspiring to be nuns. 

"Some of the information contained in those 
documents is truly horrible," said archdiocese 
spokeswoman Donna M. Morrissey, who said she 
could not comment on the specific allegations. 

In the late 1960s, the Rev. Robert V. Meffan al
legedly recruited girls to become nuns and then sexu
ally abused them, according to 1993 letters from Sis
ter Catherine E. Mulkerrin to her boss, the Rev. John 
B. McCormack, who was a top aide to Law. Meffan 
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allegedly would counsel the girls to perform sexual 
acts as a way of progressing with their religious stud
Ies. 

Meffan told The Boston Globe the allegations in 
the documents were true, and that he still believed 
his sexual relationships with the teenage girls were 
"beautiful" and "spiritual," and were intended to 
bring them closer to God. 

"What I was trying to show them is that Christ is 
human, and you should love him as a human being," 
said Meffan. "I felt that by having this little bit of in
timacy with them that this is what it would be like 
with Christ." 

Positive Outlook in Teenagers 
@Teenagers who attend worship and rate reli

gion as important have positive self-images, are opti
mistic and enjoy school, a study released yesterday 
said. 

A survey of thousands of 12th-grade students 
found that optimism and confidence correlate with 
exposure to religion. 

"The more religious the kids are, based on its im
portance to them or their attending worship, the 
greater their positive outlook on life," said sociolo
gist Chris Smith of the University of North Carolina, 
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where the National Study of Youth and Religion is 
being conducted. 

"They have more self-esteem and confidence," 
he said. "The more religious they are, the less they 
hate school." 

The survey found 31 percent of students at
tended religious services weekly, and 30 percent said 
religion was important to them, with some overlap 
of the two groups. 

In both cases, these teens were "significantly 
more likely" than non-attending or nonreligious 
youth to enjoy life, feel they have useful lives and 
hope for the future, and have a sense of pride and 
satisfaction. 

The project, which in an earlier survey found re
ligious youths avoid high-risk behavior such as drug 
and alcohol use, is part of a growing interest in the 
religious attitudes of adolescents and young adults 
(The Washington Times, Dec. 5, 2002). 

Blind Faith 
\?}"In a stunning move designed to 'counter the 

negative image of Christian fundamentalists,' PBS of
ficials announced today that they're beginning pro
duction of a lavish two-hour feature, 'Jesus: Legacy 
of a Messiah.' Produced by a convert to Christianity 
and featuring interviews with gentle, introspective 
fundamentalist Christians, the production is de
signed to offset the widespread representation of 
Christian fundamentalism as harsh, vindictive and 
unforgiving. 

"Don't check your PBS schedule just yet. The 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting would no doubt 
be the first to tell you that such credulity and pros
elytizing has no place on public television. And the 
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idea that they would plump for Christian fundamen
talism is, of course, laughable. But in 'Muhammad: 
Legacy of a Prophet,' the real-life PBS production 
running during this Christmas season elements of Is
lamic faith are presented without· question or chal
lenge from skeptics" (Robert Spencer, Dec. 19, Na
tional Review Online). 

76ou S"alf llof llafe 

OOn Nov. 13, 2002 police mounted dawn raids 
on some 150 addresses in London, arresting over 90 
people on suspicion of having committed "hate 
crimes." The BBC's website noted that "twenty-seven 
people have been charged, including one for rape, but 
most have been arrested on suspicion of making racist 
threats and of homophobic harassment." The Com
mander, Cressida Dick, explained to reporters: "We 
want the offenders who hate, hurt, and harm others to 
know the Met will do everything in its power to find 
them out and put a stop to their crime." We would 
make the obligatory joke about the Thought Police, 
but surely even Orwell's goons had better .taste than to 
pretend that speech, however offensive, is the same 
kind of crime as rape (National Review, Dec. 23, 
2002). 

More on Islam 

OThe Muslim Legal Defense and Education 
Fund has lodged a professional complaint against 
Harvard law prof Alan Dershowitz. The Muslims 
have asked the Massachusetts Board of Bar Over-

. seers, the state's legal disciplinary authority, to pun
ish Dersh for urging the Israelis to respond to suicide 
bombings by demolishing houses in the bombers' vil
lages. The petitioners say Dershowitz is advocating 
war crimes. A number of lawyers have weighed in to 
say the charge is nonsense and a clear attempt by the 
Muslim lawyers group to stifle free speech. The com
plaint is so frivolous that the Muslim lawyers who 
·raised it may face disciplinary action themselves, 
.some experts say. Let's hope so. There is an ugly 
trend of Islamic groups in the West attempting to use 
:the system to quash speech they dislike. In France, 
;they've sued unsuccessfully in court, citing hate
.speech laws. With no hope of succeeding on that 
·:front against The Dersh, they're trying rather desper
:ately to manipulate a professional association. Alas 
\for them, America has a Constitution, not shari' a, 
;and Muslims who intend to practice law in this coun
;try must be made to understand that (National Re
iview, Dec. 23, 2002). 

Judge the Judge 

0 President Bush considered appointing Douglas 
W. Kmiec to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Dis
trict of Columbia Circuit. Some pundits opposed 
him because he is pro-life. In the Wall Street journal 
(Dec. 19, 2002), Kmiec made the following perti
nent observations: 

The president of Alliance for Justice, Nan 
Aron, commented: 'Kmiec's record reflects a .•. 
philosophy opposing a woman's right to 
choose,' noting that I testified some years ago 
before Congress that 'abortion is more than the 
killing, it is also the coarsening of the American 
heart •.. abortion undermines all life.' Ms. Aron 
and her organization also expressed dislike for 
other aspects of my scholarship, such as my urg
ing of just compensation for property owners 
confronted with excessive regulation, or my in
quiring into whether various federal enactments 
were consistent with the powers granted to Con
gress. 

These are my writings. Put in their full con
text, I stand by them. As reporter James Meeks 
for the Los Angeles Daily journal noted, 'a 
closer look at that testimony shows that, while 
he clearly is anti-abortion, the former Notre 
Dame law professor demonstrated in his testi
mony a broader view of abortion's impact on so
ciety. In fact, Kmiec stated then: 'abortion in
vites male irresponsibility and sky-rocketing 
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rates of illegitimacy that plague every part of 
this nation; ... abortion insinuates the cold for
mality and language of 'rights' into places, like 
the relations between husband and wife and par
ent and child, where only duty and fidelity can 
sustain marriages, form homes and build com
munities.' 

Young People 
®Christianity Today (Sept. 2002) reports that 

younger readers were anywhere from three to nine 
percentage points more traditional than the over-40s 
on these items: 

• Adam and Eve were actual, historical people. 
• Those who have never heard of Jesus in this 

life are lost, just as are those who heard the gospel 
but refused to believe. 

• Those who have not believed on Jesus in this 
life will be eternally lost, suffering endless punish
ment for their sins. 

• Homosexual acts are always sinful. 
• Abortion is the taking of a human life and 

counts as murder. 
• Only men should be ordained as ministers. 
Our study also showed that our readers are com

mitted to fundamental gospel truths. For example, 
100 percent affirmed the bodily resurrection of Jesus 
and his full human and divine natures. A solid 97 
percent affirmed that J esus is the only way of salva
tion ... . The same percentage affirmed that God will 
raise believers at Jesus' second coming .... But there 
were differences between age groups: Younger read
ers have a higher tolerance for (even have a taste for) 
doctrinal controversy. 
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Stupid Is as Stupid Does 
@In an Indiana church at a New Year's Eve lock

in a youth minister chewed up a mixture of dog 
food, sardines, potted meat, sauerkraut, cottage 
cheese, and salsa, topped off with holiday eggnog. 
He spit out the mixture into a glass and encouraged 
the members of the youth group to drink it. Some of 
those who did, got sick, and their parents sued the 
church. The youth minister said that the "gross-out" 
game was "just for fun." 

Defenders of this kind of activity maintain that 
they help create group unity. The way they work is 
to overcome a teenager's inhibitions with the greater 
desire to go along with the group, teaching them to 
give in to peer pressure. Teenagers need to learn to 
stand for the right and against the wrong. What they 
need and often yearn for is God's word and spiritual 
foundation (World magazine, Aug. 14, 2002)-

Respiration 
The world breathes God's breath 
Inhaling thoughts of eternity 
So that it becomes the drearest dream 
Of the yearning heart. 
Hope is exhaled with every sigh 
Of mourning or pain, 
Or with every silvery sound 
Of children's laughter. 
Our respiration is the divine wind 
Filling all creation, filling us, 
Overcoming our mortality 
Until we are free to be pure in spirit 
And return to the source -
The ageless Outbreather of life 

By James 0. Dobbs, January 2002 
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By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why do we allow women to pass the 
communion trays in the pew even if she must 

take a couple of steps to hand it to the next person, 
but have a problem with her standing in the aisle and 
serving? Does the Bible forbid a woman to stand? 
(D.B.) 

Answer: No, the Bible does not forbid a woman 
to stand. What the Bible does forbid is a 

woman exercising a leadership role in the teaching 
and worship of the church (1 Tim. 2:8-13). 

Likely no one in first century assemblies per
formed the exact function we are talking about 
here. They probably did not sit in rows of pews. We 
need to determine whether, in our situation, "wait
ing on the table," "passing the emblems," is a leader
ship role in worship. 

Many Christians believe it is. As far back as we 
know any history of it, it has been treated as 
such. As a young Christian, I was invited to begin 
"waiting on the Lord's table" specifically as prepara
tion and training for even more prominent leader
ship roles in worship assemblies. 

The strenuous objections heard whenever 
women are used in this capacity are based on the 
idea that it is a leadership role. 

In many denominations it is considered not only 
a leadership role but an exclusively "pastoral 
role." Serving communion was the whole point of 
the controversy over ordaining women in the Epis
copal Church. Women were already permitted, in 
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other offices open to them, to do anything an or
dained woman could do, except serve communion. 

Is the desire to have women serve communion 
motivated by the conviction that serving communion 
is not a leadership role, or is it based on the idea that 
the Bible prohibition against authoritative roles is 
not applicable, and this may be an easy first step to 
moving women into increasingly prominent leader
ship roles? 

Question: Why do we prohibit woman from 
praying in the presence of men, when 1 Corin

thians 11 seems to specifically allow it (as long as she 
conforms to the cultural dictate that she be veiled) . 
(D.B.) 

Answer: The issue is not whether a woman can 
pray in the presence of men. It is whether 

women may lead men in prayer. 
"We prohibit" that because the Bible says, "I de

sire therefore that men pray everywhere," and, "Let 
a woman learn in silence with all subjection. I do 
not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority 
over a man, but to be in silence" (1 Tim. 2:8, 11-12). 
"Men" pray translates aner, which means men, not 
women; not anthropos, which means mankind. 

Private prayers are properly prayed pri-
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vately. When worshipers are together, one prays, and 
all mentally join in the prayer and make it their own 
(1 Cor. 14: 16). One, therefore, is leading the group in 
prayer. 

Women are not to do that, if men are part of the 
group. 

Question: If 1 Corinthians 14 requires a woman 
to keep silent, why do we allow her to sing? On 

the other hand, if 1 Corinthians 14 does allow a 
woman to sing, does it not also allow her to read 
scripture in the assembly? (D.B.) 

A nswer: No one, so far as I know, thinks, "Let the 
1"\.women keep silence in the churches," means 
women cannot sing. The question, then, as far as 
"consistency" is concerned, is, "Is singing in the as
sembly comparable to reading scripture in the assem
bly?" 

"Reading scripture," in the sense I suppose this 
question means, is "speaking" in a way that partici
pating in congregational singing is not. It is speaking 
out in such a way as to be the only one heard, cer
tainly as much so as asking a question, which is ex
plicitly forbidden in 1 Corinthians 14. 

When scripture is read in. unison, of course, 
women read along too, under the leadership of a 
man. Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

Salvation 
DWhat must one do to be saved? 

•Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

•Faith indudes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

D Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation -1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

D God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

D Be faithful- Rev 2:1 0 
D A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 

D Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

DOur hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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CIIU~ toda§.t? 
Cotham-Davis Debate 
on the Godhead and Miracles Today 
Swainsboro, Georgia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 
The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person, namely, Jesus Christ 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced in the early days of the 
church are for believers today. 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit In the-early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback, 234 pgs. BDCR03 .................................... $6.95 

Cotham -John Debate 
on Miracles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Peter John 

· The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue in the 
church today 
Affirm: Peter John, Amble Church, Amble, Michigan 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham, Church· of Christ -· - · 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 .................................... $5.00 

Perry B. Cotham 
and John Bartley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-Aprll 2, 1980 

$3.00s&h 

Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue In the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

Paperback, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ...................................... $5.00 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

$3.00s&h 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 45 6-4921. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian- 1045 Main St. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decarur, 30032. (404) 299-147~. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rr. 108. 
damascuschurchofchrist@mris.com 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
373-5583 H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

· Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver}- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47, 32025,Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridg~ Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

Larger print than standard dictionaries 

·~' _ .- Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate 

~ .. ' . ·• Drctionary: 
Larger Format 
lO'h edition 

This is the size of print in dictionary. 

Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
0877797110 

$34.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer -Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. •• ••• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill ano Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Houston - Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (28 1) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10,10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75 146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('/z mi. east of 1-35) 

-Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail : blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(cn/,u~crl edition} 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection ot questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $14.95 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $19.99 

$4.00 s&h!one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to RcligiollS Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3\7'x5'A") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

CJ)an\cl a 9?t'opftet of Goa 
by Rex A. TUrner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h ·Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit.' 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very f<~ct that 
that all these religious people disagree, including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • $3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea· 
tionism so clearly that it is under

=== stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. osoto96790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Fi rm Foundation 

1·888-367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out a ll advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 

it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout w ill be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 

Thank you I 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas n430-0069 
(888) 367·6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721. • jprophet@quik.com 

. Please notify us of address changes • . 
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Year 2003 
Wall Calendar 

23" wide x 34" high • 12 months showing 

1-3 calendars ••• $5.50 s&h 

4-18 calendars .•••• 7.50 s&h 

19·25 calendars .•••• 9.50 s&h 

Please enclose shipping with your order. 
We do not bill for this. 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon Texas 77430 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's First People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 
Pen and ink illustrations. Grade3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$12.99 ea. 
$4.25 s&h lor both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Adverlising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mm1mum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-re lated mo11er is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads; classified, directory, d isplay, must be receive d 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads mus t be canceled by the first of the month to avoid b eing charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Seeking a motivated, marure in the faith preacher 
for a small congregation located in Farmington 
Hills, Michigan. Attendance is approximately 80-
100. Farmington Hills is 33.4 sq. miles with a 
population of 82,100 and is located 35 miles 
northwest of Detroit. Candidate must be an 
energetic person with leadership, communication 
and organizational skills to help us grow. He must 
have a passion for soul win ning, a supportive 
Christian wife, willing ro work with an eldership 
and make a long-term commitment. Prefer age 35-
55 with a bible degree. Salary negotiable. Send 
rtsume, taped sermon and video if available, picrure 
of family and references to Elders, Farmington 
Hills Church of Christ, 36500 W. Eleven Mile 
Rd., Farmington Hills, Mi. 48335. 

Preacher/minister needed. The Sealy Church of 
Christ is in need of a fu ll-rime pulpit preacher and 

American Standard Version 
The Old and New Testments 

• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (11 8 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine b onded black leather 

0·940999-45·5 ...... .... $ 59.95 
~e~ • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46·5 .... .. .... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/• ' x714'x 3/a' 

1·56794-939·0 ··········· $24.95 
~e~ • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099·986·2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
•12 pt. type 
• size 6' x 9' 

ASV·A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold •...........••..• $4.0011/ne 
• Nolndexlngsvsllsb/e 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 
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minister. We are seeking a candidate experienced 
in working with a small-town congregation. Duties 
include delivering God's Word, visiting the sick 
and shut-ins, coordinating our work with children's 
homes, preparing a church bulletin, and interacting 
with the Scaly community. Qualifications include 
commitment ro God's work and sound Bible 
knowledge, ability to present uplifting sermons and 
Bible lessons, ability to relate to members and rhe 
community, and possess personal attributes for 
success. Starring salary is $30,000/yr with two 
weeks paid vacation. Also included is a 3-bedroom, 
2-barh home. Salary growth is related to church 
growth. Please send your resume with a family 
picrure, references, and audio and /or video tapes 
of past sermons ro Sealy Church of Christ, 201 6th 
Sr., Sealy, TX 77474. 

Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-rime preacher ro work 
with us in reaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able ro proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send resume and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80111. 

Gospel preacher needed for congregation of 150 
in Mr. Vernon, TX. congregation has 3 elders and 
8 deacons. Preacher must be sound in the truth 
and able to work with an active youth group. Salary, 
insurance, plus 3-bdrm home. Please send resume 
and video/audio rape to Church of Christ, P.O. 
Box 465, Mt. Vernon, TX 75457. (903) 537-4 129 

A small congregation in south central Kenrucky 
needs a young minister. If interested call (270) 
457-3261, 487-8660, 457-4618, 457-2032. 

The O lympia Church of Christ in Olympia, 
Washington is seeking a full-rime pulpit minister 
interested in working with an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in the community. He also 
must have a supportive family who are also active 
in the work of the church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualifications. Duties will include pulpit 
ministry, teaching, ministering to the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include resume, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man/. with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 

ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Pulpit minister position with congregation of 250 
in SE Oklahoma. Eldership, deacons, Yo uth 
Minister in place. Send resume and audio/video 
tape to Elders, Main and Oklahoma Church of 
Christ, P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, OK 74502 

The Loveland Church of Christ, Loveland, CO, 
(50 mi north of Denver), is a congregation of over 
25 0 people with 4 elders. Seeking a youth/family 
minister whose primary focus will be teaching and 
encouraging growth in youth and family life of 
this congregation. He should have excellent 
interpersonal skills, strong organization and 
planning abilities, at least 2 years experience, and 
have a wife supportive of the ministry. Refer to 
www.llcoc.org for complete job description. Send 
resume to Loveland Church of Christ, 4100 S. 
Taft, Loveland, CO 80537, Attn: Youth/Family 
Ministry Screening Committee or emai l to 
drsranley928@aol.com. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libra ries. 

Miscellaneous 
Preacher librarie.s - getting out of preaching or 
know of a preacher's library that is just collecting 
dust? If you would consider donating or selling 
your books, please call (435) 586-4443. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decarur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspond ence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

The 
Preschoolers 

Bible 

~ ...... 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, s imple II· 
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 
$17.99 s&h $4.50 

Texas residents add 8.25 " tax 
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Excellent reference books 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 
$3.5o s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 
$3.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 
(888) 367-6216 • email jprophet@qulk.com 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
February 2003 

Address service requested. 

The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 
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Back to Basics 
A Capella Singing 

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

I t likely has been so long since you heard a ser
mon or a serious lesson on a capella singing 
that most of you could not tell us when the last 

time was. Is it any surp-rise that our congregations 
are full of people who do not understand why we do 
not have an orchestra and choirs like our religious 
neighbors do? A Billy Graham program devotes al
most as much time, if not as much time, to the or
chestra music as it does to the sermon. Is it any sur
prise that many of our people cannot explain clearly 
why they sing unaccompanied and would not be at 
all disturbed at the introduction of an instrument? 

Old Testament 
Old Testament worship included instrumental music. 
While not all music was intended as worship, Jubal 
was the father of all who play the lyre and pipe (Gen. 
4:21). Moses sang after crossing the Red Sea (Exod. 
15:1), and Miriam and the women with timbrels and 
dancing sang (Exod. 15 :20). David brought the ark of 
the Lord to Jerusalem with dancing, shouting, and the 
sound of the horn (1 Kings 6:14-15; 1 Chron. 15 :28). 

Although instruments are older than David, their 
use in worship is traced to David (1 Chron. 24:1, 6), 
but there was the blowing of trumpets even before 
David's time (Lev. 23:24; Num. 10:2). The Book of 
Chronicles is explicit that David's innovation was 

not a human innovation but was by the command of 
God. It had divine authority. Hezekiah's reform is 
described: 

And he stationed the Levites in the house of the 
Lord with cymbals, harps and lyres, according to 
the command of Gad the king's seer and of 
Nathan the prophet, for the command was from 
the Lord though his prophets (2 Chron. 29:25). 

This seems to be a passage that at least some of 
our predecessors overlooked as they condemned 
David as an innovator in their discussions. But the 
passage is explicit, "The command was from the 
Lord through his prophets." The context of the pas
sage makes clear that a worship occasion is being de
scribed. 

When Israel, led by Zerubbabel, returned from 
the Exile, the foundation of the .~emple was laid, "the 
priests in their vestmeilts came forward with trum
pets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cym
bals, to praise the Lord, according to the directions 
of David king of Israel; and they sang responsively, 
praising and giving thanks to the Lord, 'For he is 
good, for his steadfast love endures for ever toward 
Israel"' (Ezra 3 : 10-11). 

In the Psalms there is the admonition to praise 
the Lord with a full-blown orchestra. We will notice 
only the closing Psalms: 

(continued on page 4) 
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Editorial 

Overview of the Bible 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

You need to have an overview of the Bible 
nd an understanding of its divisions. 

The two great divisions are the Old and 
New Testaments. The Old Testament is a history 
of God's dealings with man and, in the course of 
giving that history, God tells us about himself, 
about ourselves, about sin and salvation. The 
first five books of the Old Testament were writ
ten by Moses. Genesis is an account of the first '--.llol..-~-.-

2,500 years of the world's history. It is succinct 
and because of its brevity, the passage of time is not easy to mark. It 
gives us lessons from the lives of outstanding people - Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. These basic Bible stories lay a 
foundation upon which all the rest is built. The book of Exodus tells 
of the descendants of Abraham being in Egyptian bondage and of a 
great deliverance. The books of Exodus, Numbers, and Leviticus 
give the details of the ceremonial Law of Moses, and also eternal 
moral precepts. The book of Deuteronomy is a summary and con
tains the farewell address and advice of Moses to the people of 
Israel. 

The next twelve books continue the history from the time of 
entry into the promised land of Canaan till the carrying away of 
the Jews into Babylonian captivity, and of the restoration to the 
land. The books of 1 and 2 Kings are parallel to the books of 1 and 
2 Chronicles and so must not be read as a continuing history, but 
1 and 2 Chronicles supplements what is recorded in 1 and 2 Sam
uel and 1 and 2 Kings. Think of it as flashback, though it is really a 
recounting of the history from a religious point of view - the 
point of view of the priest rather than the king. Valuable lessons 
are given in the lives of Joshua, the Judges, Samuel, David, and 
Solomon, and the kings and prophets that followed. 

There are 17 books of prophecy in the Old Testament. These 
books were written, and the information they contain g~n, dur
ing the history recited in the books from Joshua to Ezra. To under
stand the prophet you must know the period in which he lived and 
the conditions of his day. You gain this insight from a study of the 
history. Each prophet begins by giving the names of the kings un
der which he worked and that will help you place his time in his
tory. 

The New Testament begins with four books, called gospels. 
They compliment each other. They tell of the birth, life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, who came in fulfi llment of Old Testa-



ment prophecy. His life is recounted four times and so there is 
some repetition, especially in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The 
book of Acts is a history of the establishment and growth of the 
church in the first century. The next 21 books are letters written to 
groups or individuals. They were written during the history re
corded in the book of Acts. You must first have a grasp of the life 
of Jesus (suggest you begin with either Matthew or Luke) and an 
understanding of the book of Acts, then the letters will be more 
meaningful to you. The letters, sometimes called epistles, are in
struction in Christian conduct and warnings against apostasy. 

The last book of the Bible is the book of Revelation, and its 
purpose is to assure us that serving God will bring for us eternal 
victory. We may suffer many things in this life that are distressing, 
but truth will out, and in Christ we are more than conquerors. 

Have in mind as you read the Bible is both simple and pro
found. The basic teaching lies upon the surface but there are 
depths no human mind can fully search out. So, bear in mind that 
you are reading a complex book. Still, it is understandable and you 
must approach it knowing that you can understand it. You will 
have many questions, but the Bible supplies all the answers. 

God or Baal? 

M dern liberalism contends that there is no such thing as 
1vinely revealed, authoritative, final doctrine. These 
odernists tell us that not the Bible, but Christ is au

thoritative. According to them revelation is not propositional. 
They contend that God's revelation to man cannot be expressed in 
verbal statements. Direct revelation and the very concept of truth 
and doctrine are being rejected within the established churches of 
our day. The very thought that God revealed himself or any truths 
to man in certain propositions recorded in Holy Scripture is re
jected. Sadly, the torch of religious liberalism is being carried by 
many colleges and universities. "How long are you going to limp 
along on both sides? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, 
follow him" (1 Kings 18:21). 

A little more than a century ago most Protestants considered the 
Bible to be God's revealed and inerrant word. To be sure, not every
one accepted all the doctrines of Holy Scripture, but most believed 
that the words and propositions of the Bible were God's revealed 
truth. Theologians and the publishing houses of many religious 
groups no longer recognize the Bible to be inspired and inerrant. 

Paul said, "Every scripture inspired of God (is) also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in 
righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
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Back to Basics 
(continued from page 1) 

Let them praise his name with dancing, making 
melody to him with timbrel and lyre (Ps. 149:3). 
Praise him with trumpet sound, praise him with 
lyre and harp! Praise him with timbrel and with 
dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise 
him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud 
clashing cymbals! Let everything that breathes 
praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! (Pss. 150:2-6). 

But one is surely to ask what is to be made of 
Amos 6:5 which was often considered a favorite 
negative proof text by some? "Woe to those ... who 
sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like 
David invent for themselves instruments of music." 
The context of this passage is not a worship context. 
The topic of discussion here is those at ease in Zion 
and who are unconcerned about the calamity the na
tion is facing. A list of the careless items of their be
havior is given, none of which acts is wrong within 
itself but which reflect that they "are not grieved 
over the ruin of Joseph" (Amos 6:6). This passage is 
irrelevant to the question of worship by instrumental 
accompaniment or by unaccompanied singing. 

New Testament 
Portable instruments of music of various sorts were 
readily available to Jesus and his apostles had they 
chosen to use them. There was music and dancing at 
celebration occasions (Luke 15:23). The daughter of 
Herodias danced before Herod (Matt. 14:6; Mark 
6:25). The children in Jesus' parable complained, "We 
piped to you and you did not dance" (Matt. 11:17; 
Luke 7:32). The flute players had a role in mourning 
ceremonies at a death (Matt. 9:21). Paul alludes to the 
sound of the pipe and the harp (1 Cor. 14:7). 

Despite the use of instruments in the Old Testa
ment worship and despite the availability of instru
ments, instruments are never mentioned as being used 
in New Testament worship. Following the last supper, 
before Jesus and his disciples went out to the Garden 
of Gethsemane, they sang a hymn (Matt. 26:30). Paul 
and Silas were singing hymns in the Philippian jail at 
midnight (Acts 16:25). In writing the Corinthians, 
Paul affirms, "I will sing with the spirit and the under
standing" (1 Cor. 14:14-15). Paul writing to the Ro
mans quotes a Psalm, "I will sing to your name" (Rom. 
14:9). Paul speaks of one having a hymn when the 
congregation assembles (1 Cor. 14:26). There is also 
the well-known passage of Ephesians 5:19: 
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And do not get drunk with wine, for that is de
bauchery, but be filled with he Spirit, addressing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with all your heart, always and for everything 
giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to God the Father. 

The parallel passage in Colossians 3: 16 says: 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as 
you teach and admonish one another in all wis
dom, and as you sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God. 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews speaks of 
Christians offering to God through Jesus the fruit of 
lips that makes confession to his name (Heb. 13: 15) 

Is it not strange that after all that is said about in
strumental accompaniment in the Old Testament, 
one has this complete silence in the New Testament 
as far as Jesus, his apostles, and the early church are 
concerned? Portable instruments were readily avail
able to Jesus and his apostles had they chosen to use 
them. The poverty of the early Christians is no ex
planation of the New Testament silence. Paul alludes 
to the sound of the flute, harp, and bugle (1 Cor. 
14:7) though not as an accompaniment of singing. 
No great cost would have been involved in having a 
flute. So poverty is not the cause of the silence. 

A great deal is made in some circles of the fact 
that four-part harmony was not known in singing in 
the first century. They parallel its use as an innova
tion comparable to the use of instruments. But there 
is a passage from Philo of Alexandria in his descrip
tion of the Therapeutae (who were not Christians) 
that seems to me to need consideration. 

After describing at some length the music meet
ings of these people, Philo says, "It is on this model 
above all that the choir of the Therapeutae of either 
sex, note in response to note and voice to voice, the 
treble of the women blending with the base of the 
men, create an harmonious concent, music in the 
truest sense" (The Contemplative Life, 88). 

Philo certainly knows the difference in singing 
between male and female voices. While that is not 
four-part harmony, would it not have to be two-part 
harmony? At least there was more than unison sing
ing. However, be that as it may, the shift from unison 
singing or chanting to four-part harmony is still vocal 



singing. It is not bringing in an instrumental accompa
niment. 

The earliest non-biblical description we have of 
Christian worship is that of Governor Pliny of 
Bithynia writing to Emperor Trajan. He reports that 
Christians sing a hymn to Christ as a god (Ep. 10:96). 

For some today, the Old Testament use of the in
strument is a very persuasive argument of its use in 
the church. But is it not worth noticing that neither 
Jesus nor his disciples ever hinted at the use of an in
strument either as an act of worship or as an aid to 
an act of worship? 

Some musicians argue that God gave them the 
skill to play their instrument, so they are going to use 
that skill to praise the Lord. God also gave some 
people the skill to box. Is one going to do that in 
worship? He gave to another the skill to play basket
ball. Shall one do that in worship? To another he gave 
skill as a football player. Shall one use that in worship? 

If I am going to give my wife a present, I am not 
likely to give her something because I like it or want 
it. I would not get her a set of golf clubs, a circle saw, 
or a new computer. I would find something she 
wants. If I am going to offer something to God, and I 
want him to be pleased with it, I have to offer what 
he ha·s specified he wants. Singing he has specified. 
Instrumental music he has not specified. 

People seem unable to understand that some
thing approved in the Old Testament could be disap
proved in New Testament worship. But take the mat
ter of animal sacrifices. There is no New Testament 
passage that specifically condemns animal sacrifices. 
New Testament passages do show that their purpose 
was accomplished in the once-for-all sacrifice of 
Jesus on the cross. With that sacrifice being made it 
is superfluous to offer sacrifices that cannot take 
away sins and with which God is not pleased (Heb. 
10:6). Early Christians did not do that which is use
less. 

Burning incense was a part of Old Testament wor
ship; but no provision is made for such in New Testa
ment worship. Both the Greek Catholics and Roman 
Catholics regularly offer incense in their services. 

The Lord is praised in the dance in the Old Testa
ment. No provision is made for that in the New Tes
tament. Today there are churches which are engaging 
in dancing as a form of worship. 

Religious processions form an important role in 
certain forms of worship. Though they sometimes 
are very colorful and impressive, the New Testament 
knows nothing of such. 

Some people seem quite perplexed about singing 
when they read about music in heaven in the Book of 
Revelation. First, one needs to notice explicitly what 
is said in the book. John hears a voice like a loud trum
pet (Rev. 1:1 0; 4: 1). But one should notice that it was 
not a trumpet, but only like one. John also hears a 
voice like many waters (Rev. 1: 15). Seven trumpets do 
sound as a part of the action of the book (Rev. 8:2, 6), 
but they do not have to do with singing or worship. 

In the book there is singing not described as ac
companied by instruments. All that is said is "sing
ers" (Rev. 4:8; 5 :9). In addition, "The voice I heard 
was like the sound of harpers playing on their harps, 
and they sing a new song before the throne" (Rev. 
10:2-3). This is a simile where sounds are said to be 
like instruments but not instruments themselves. I 
could envision something perhaps like the music 
group called A-Capella which I have never heard; but 
I have been told that they make instrumental sounds 
with their voices. 

Then we have the four living creatures with harps 
and bowls of incense (Rev. 5:8). There are the seven 
angels with harps of God in their hands, and they sing 
the song of Moses and the Lamb (Rev. 15:2-3). 

There is also secular music. The sound of harps 
and instruments, of flute players and trumpeters will 
be heard in Babylon no more (Rev. 18:22). 

If the accompanied singing of these angels autho
rizes instrumental accompaniment in worship in the 
church, it would also authorize the use of incense. 
The living creatures had bowls of incense (Rev. 5 :8). 

The Argument 

The argument against the use of instrumental music 
is the same argument as that against these other non
authorized types of worship we have listed above. 

We want people to show where instrumental mu
sic is authorized in the New Testament, and if that 
cannot be done (which it cannot), then to show why 
we do not need to have scriptural authorization for 
it. Surely these two alternatives are not hard to un
derstand. 

It seems popular today to argue, "I do not see 
any place where use of instrumental music is con
demned in the New Testament" No one is arguing 
that anyone is going to find a "You shall not use in
strumental music in worship." The argument is that 
where the Lord gives a commandment, that elimi
nates doing anything else. The illustrations have 
been given every since this question arose genera
tions ago. The command to use gopher wood in the 
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ark prohibited Noah's use of any other wood with
out prohibition of use of that wood being specified. 
The order for priests to be of the tribe of Levi elimi
nated priests of any other tribe serving, as the Epistle 
to the Hebrews points out (Heb. 7:13-14). Many 
other illustrations can be offered. 

Coming at the question from another viewpoint, 
if I order a book on the WEB from a publisher, that 
does not authorize him to send that book plus any 
other he might want to charge me for. The order ex
cludes sending anything else without the exclusion 
being specifically stated in the order. 

The New Testament does not pretend to contain 
a list of all the things people should not do in wor
ship. It would be too voluminous to read if it did. 
Popes, cardinals, and bishops are not prohibited by a 
specific, "You shall not" in the New Testament. Nor 
are infant baptism, sprinkling for baptism, use of in
cense, dancing, and many other practices. But none 
of them are authorized. One needs to ask, "Where 
does the Bible authorize a practice?" 

While it is strange today for a church not to have 
instrumental accompaniment to singing, the church 
did not have such for centuries after its establish
ment. People worshiped in song. Clement said, "Let 
us then give him praise, not only with our mouth, 
but also from our heart, that he may receive us as 
sons" (2 Clement 9:10). justin said, "We offer sol
emn prayers and hymns for His creation and for all 

things leading to health" Uustin Martyr, Apology 
1:13). "In gracious psalms and songs meet for God 
To hymn thee the immortal and faithful are we bid
den, God, the Creator of all, the Omniscient" 
(Sibyline Oracles 8:498-500). At the end of the sec
ond century Clement of Alexandria was arguing 
against instruments. 

We, however, make use of but one instrument, 
the word of peace alone by which we honor God, 
and no longer the ancient psaltery, nor the trumpet, 
the tympanum and the aulos, as was the custom 
among those expert in war and those scornful of the 
fear of God who employed string instruments in 
their festive gatherings, as if to arouse their remiss
ness of spirit through such rhythm (Paedagogus, 2:4). 

I find it tragic and ironical that just at the time 
many of our people seem ready to adopt instrumen
tal music, a preacher from the Reformed Presbyte
rian Church has come out with an attack on its use as 
not having scriptural authority (Brian Schwertley, 
Musical Instruments in the Public Worship of God). 
Though there is no reason to think Schwertley was 
influenced by our preachers or by our practice, one 
could hardly improve on the argument he gives. One 
would hope that Schwertley's trampling on a few 
other pet trends will not keep Bible believers from at 
least considering his reasoning. 

100 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, 1N 38117 
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Concessions We Must Make 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

I n their effort to capture the hearts of young and 
naive disciples, the champions of change lay a 
constant barrage of criticism against the Lord's 

church. In so doing they aspire to cause sufficient 
discontent that brethren will turn to them for leader
ship. Also they would like for us to deny obvious 
problems so that we would appear, stubborn, and in
transigent. The fact is, some of the things they cite 
are true in part or in whole. They certainly are not 
the first to make these observations. 

Yes, there are too many divisions among us. Even 
one division is an evil thing. Whether it is local, within 
a congregation, or general, affecting the whole broth-
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erhood, division is bad (Rom. 16:16). A distinction 
however must be made between those who "cause di
visions" and those who are the victims of it. Interest
ingly, many churches have experienced division be
cause of the work of the change agents! 

Yes, we do have some traditions. Some are bibli
cal and must be observed and preserved (2 Thess. 
3:6). Others are quite harmless and in most cases 
beneficial. Some congregations have traditions that 
no doubt hinder them. The latter we must constantly 
work to eliminate. 

Yes, we do have some "sectarian-minded people." 
But we do not excuse them or glorify them. We try to 



show them a more excellent way, the way of loyalty to 
Christ, rather than to man or opinions. But we also 
have some "denominational-minded people" among 
us. They are those who have readily embraced the 
change movement. They see the church as a denomi
nation. They see nothing wrong with denomination
alism in contrast to the religion of Christ. 

Yes, some of our churches do have lack-luster 
worship services. The cure is to call them back to 
worship that is "in spirit" as well as in truth Oohn 
4:24); to teach them to love God with all their hearts, 
souls and minds (Matt. 22:3 7). To provide them excit
ing services based on the doctrines and command
ments of men (Matt. 15 :9) is certainly not an accept
able antidote! 

Yes, some of our churches are not as evangelistic 
as they should be. Changing our assembly worship, 
our beliefs, our church government or the nature of 
the church, will not change this. If all our neighbors 
who believe in Jesus are saved already (as many 
change agents believe), there certainly is little incen
tive to teach and try to win them, is there? 

Yes, some of our congregational leaders are not as 
effective as they should be. Some are too old, some 
too old-fashioned, some too cautious and some are 
out of touch with the flock. Such men need to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of Christ (2 Pet. 3:18). They 
need to educate, inform, and improve themselves so 
they can lead effectively. Some should step aside and 
make room for more capable leaders. Interestingly, 
the same complaint can be made against many preach
ers. The one thing we don't need to do is throw away 
the biblical standard for qualified "men" to lead and 
save our churches and elevate women to these places 
of leadership; not if we wish to continue as Christ's 
church (2 Tim. 2:8-3:1). 

Yes, Alexander Campbell, Barton Stone, and their 
Christian peers did launch the American movement to 
restore New Testament Christianity. But they did not 
found the church. Christ did that (Matt. 16:18). They 
simply planted the gospel seed of the kingdom (Luke 
8:11) and it brought forth on our continent the same 
kind of church that it produced in Jerusalem and the 
Mediterranean world of the first century. 

Yes, many of our preachers are not learned univer
sity men, but it is precisely this type of men who have 
evangelized, planted most of our churches, and built 
them to their present level of strength. We appreciate 
the attainments and contributions of those scholars 
who were loyal and faithful to Christ, his word and his 
church. But the fact is, many of our problems have 

originated with those who put worldly scholarship 
about the authority of Christ's word. 

Yes, our fathers were slow to speak out against 
racial segregation. But their sons and daughters have 
done so. They chose however to deal with that issue 
as a moral, spiritual matter than as a political issue 
and have avoided posturing thereon. 

Yes, we all are part of history's stream and yes, 
our culture does influence our thinking, values and 
behavior, but we are committed to honoring God's 
Word as an objective standard, superior to all of 
those worldly influences. We do not always perfectly 
reach our goal, nor do we always understand the 
word as well as we should, but we never cease trying. 
We keep our minds open to any new insights or un
derstandings we may have missed. We are ever 
ready to make any necessary adjustments that we 
may be conformed to the image of Christ (2 Cor. 
3:18). The promoters of change are likewise subject 
to these historical, cultural influences. 

Having made these concession, we ask our agents 
of change, "What does this prove?" Such is the case 
with every generation of Christians in every society, 
and so will it be for every generation yet to come. We 
are the human side of the church; weak, frail, imper
fect. We are always a work in progress. There is also a 
divine side of the church, perfect as him who founded 
it. That is the eternal, unchanging kingdom of our 
Savior, Jesus! By the way, do the changes agents think 
that they have somehow risen above the weaknesses 
we have conceded? "Wherefore thou art without ex
cuse . . . for wherein thou judgest another, thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest dost prac
tice the same things" (Rom. 2:1). 12630 Foxfire Dr. 

Sun City, AZ 85375 
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(This is the second in a series of lessons on the book of Revelation. The series is profitable and thought pro
voking, as is true of all the writings of the beloved Hugo McCord. The Firm Foundation is grateful to brother 
McCord for giving us permission to reproduce these valuable lessons - the editor.) 

The Royal Route of Revelation, Lesson 2 
1'Write in a Book'' 

By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

T he author of the book of Revelation called 
his work an apocalypses, an uncovering, a 
revelation. The Douay version anglicized the 

word, naming it the Apocalypse. The book does un
cover many things but it is just as true that many 
things are left unrevealed. 

The adjective "apocalyptic" among scholars has 
become a technical term describing a certain type of 
literature marked by five characteristics: (1) 
pseudepigraphic, (2) symbolic, (3) cataclysmic, (4) 
written in the three-century span of the second-cen
tury B.C. through the first-century A.D., and (5) writ
ten to encourage persecuted people. The last four of 
these characteristics fit the book of Revelation, but 
not the first. If Revelation is pseudepigraphic, then it 
is a false writing, and John is not its author. It is noth
ing but an imposition and a hoax, and has no worthy 
place in the sacred canon of holy scriptures. Despite 
the contention of scholars that the ancients felt no 
moral scruple about subscribing somebody else's 
name to a writing, still such an operation is deception 
and the opposite of integrity. No matter how much 
alleged good would come from attaching a respected 
name to a book, Christians reject the philosophy, "Let 
us do evil, that good may come" (Rom. 3:8). 

The Author 

All tradition points to one author: John the son of 
Zebedee. The oldest certification outside the book it
self goes back to Justin, a Christian philosopher, 
born about A.D. 103 and suffering martyrdom under 
emperor Marcus Aurelius about 165. Justin Martyr 

1 Dialogue with Typho the Jew, apud Barnes. 

said the book of Revelation was penned by "John, 
one of the apostles of Christ" in "the revelation 
given to him. "1 

Ireneus (1 00-190), bishop of Lyons about 170, 
attributed the book to Jesus' disciple John.2 State
ments from others in the third century and in the 
fourth century give the book to the apostle and evan
gelist John.3 Internal evidence shows much similarity 
between the Gospel of John and the Revelation. Three 
times in the first chapter of the Apocalypse the author 
calls himself "John" (1:1, 4, 9) and once in the last 
chapter (22:8). The term logos as a title for Christ is 
found only in the writings of John Qohn 1:1, 14; 1 
John 1:1; Rev. 19:13). John is the only gospel writer 
to mention that Jesus' side was pierced Qohn 19:34), 
and it so happens that the book of Revelation (1:7) 
mentions the same fact. 

But internal evidence also shows much dissimi
larity between the Gospel of John and the Revela
tion, especially in vocabulary and style. In fact, the 
first recorded doubt that Revelation was written by 
the same man who wrote the other J ohannine books 
was based on the diversity of style of the Revelation 
from the other four works. This position was enunci
ated by Dionysius of Alexandria (died about 264), 
who also thought it significant that the other four 
works do not carry the name of their author, but the 
book of Revelation does. 

Some have attempted to solve the problem by at
tributing Revelation's authorship to -an unknown 
"John the Elder." But the John who wrote the book 
thought that simply his name was sufficient identifica-

2 1t is significant that lreneus was a pupil of Polycarp (75-160), who himself was a disciple of John the apostle (Barnes). 
3 In the 3rd century: Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Origen, Hippolytus of Rome, Cyprian, and Victorious; in the 4th century: Jerome and 

Eusebius (Barclay). 
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tion. An unknown and perhaps imaginary "John the 
Elder" does not fit such an assumption on the part of 
the author, but the disciple who leaned on Jesus' 
breast, of whom it was said that he should never die, 
is quite agreeable with such a brief identification. 
Anybody but the apostle would have required some 
further description. Besides, the writer of second and 
third John, in simply describing himself as an elder, 
needing no other defining word, was apparently as 
well known as the apostle would be. If he were any
body but the apostle, his language leaves the reader 
wondering who he was. The preponderance of the 
evidence, both external and internal, makes John the 
son of Zebedee the author of the Revelation. 

Dating the Book 
As to the time of the writing, earliest tradition goes 
back to about A.D. 96 Ireneus in the second century 
wrote that the vision "was seen no long time ago, but 
almost in our age, at the end of the reign of Domitian" 
(Barnes). Domitian, "the one who bathed the empire 
in the blood of the Christians," reigned from 81-96. 
He was "autocratic, arrogant, suspicious, cruel, and 
ferocious. "4 His father, Vespasian, had refused to 
be worshiped, but Domitian demanded it, and as
sumed such titles as "God," "Lord and God," and 
"Jupiter." Once a year everyone in the empire had to 
appear before Domitian's magistrates to say KAISAR 
KURIOS, Caesar is Lord,. and as a testimony, to burn a 
pinch of incense to the godhead of Caesar. Mter this 
loyalty test, a written certificate good for one year was 
issued (Barclay). But Christians would not make such 
a declaration, with the result that they suffered se
verely. Many Christians, "in consequence of testi
mony borne to Christ" (Eusebius apud Newman), 
were exiled to the island of Pontia. In 93 Domitian is 
believed to have banished John to the small island 
called Patmos "on account of the word of God and the 
testimony of jesus. (Rev. 1:9). Patmos (71h by 3 miles) 
lies 70 miles southwest from Ephesus, where John is 
believed to have been serving as an elder. 

Exile was "preceded by scourging," and was 
marked by "fetters, scanty clothing, insufficient food, 
sleep on the bare ground, a dark prison, work under 
the lash of the military overseer" (Sir William Ramsey, 
apud Barclay). John was "condemned to the mines" 
(Victorious, third century, apud Barclay). Today tour
ists are shown a grotto ( 40 X 17 X 1 0 ft.) in a cliff 
overlooking the sea, said to be the place where John 

was forced to live. Apparently some of the book was 
written while he was on the island (10:4), and the rest 
after he had returned to Ephesus (1 :9). '~ter the 
death of the tyrant [Domitian] he Uohn] returned to 
Ephesus" (Clement of Alexander, writing about A.D. 
170). His release was granted by Nerva in A.D. 96. 

About A.D. 350 Epiphanius suggested that Rev
elation was not written in the time of Domitian (81-
96), but in the days of Claudius (41-54). However, 
Epiphanius, when he said "Claudius," may have 
meant Domitian, because his full name was Nero 
Claudius Domitianus. The facts are against the book's 
being written in the days of the Claudius who reigned 
41-54, because the seven churches of Asia were non
existent at that time. In addition, no imperial persecu
tion of Christians came that early. 

A third suggestion as to the date of the writing of 
Revelation is in the days of Nero, 54-68. However, 
his persecution was not much if any beyond the city 
of Rome, and that not on religious grounds, but to 
avert suspicions of his arson of Rome. Besides, the 
condition of the Asian churches does not fit A.D. 68, 
but does fit A.D. 96. In A.D. 62 the church at Ephe
sus had been commended highly because of its dis
play of love (Eph. 1: 15), but when the book of Rev
elation was written that church had so .far lost its 
first love it was in danger of being disowned by the 
Lord (Rev. 2:4-5). The facts then are against 
Revelation's being written as early as the Nero who 
reigned 54-68. It may be that the originator of this 
idea was also misled by the fact that the full name of 
Domitian was Nero Claudius Domitianus. Again, the 
preponderance of the evidence, both external and 
internal, points to the writing of the Revelation 
about A.D. 96. 

lhe Religious Climate 
The recipients of the book of Revelation, members 
of seven Asian congregations, and likewise Chris
tians everywhere in the first century, were in a criti
cal situation. Formerly Christianity had remained 
largely unnoticed by the Roman government. But 
when it became known that Christianity was an 
exclusive religion, proselyting converts ·from all 
religions, aspiring to universality, then the Roman 
government pronounced Christianity to be a rellgio 
illicita (Newman). It became illegal to be a Christian, 
and the religion was hated by the influential classes. 
Their refusal to frequent idolatrous temples led them 

4 Albert Henry Newman, A Manual of Church History (Philadelphia: The American Baptist Publication Society, reprinted 1904), I, II. 
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to be accused of being atheists - enemies of all gods. 
Their night meetings stirred suspicion that Chris
tians, obviously fond of each other, were engaged in 
promiscuous fleshly indulgence. Then they also were 
accused of eating the bodies and drinking the blood 
of the offspring of their sexual orgies (Newman). 
They also refused military service, and this brought 
on them additional hate and persecution. 5 With these 

conditions obtaining, it is no wonder that the Rom~n 
government became ruthless in trying to destroy ev
ery vestige of Christianity. And it is no wonder that 
the overseeing Eye in the heavens knew that his 
people would need a book of encouragement that 
they might be faithful even to death. 

5535 E. Evergreen Blvd. #7505 
Vancouver .. WA 98661-6673 

s The oath and initiation of the soldiers included service to the idols of the Roman government, and idolatrous insignia were worn on soldiers' uni
forms. Christians generally were believing that the Lord "in disarming Peter, unbelted every soldier" (Tertulian apud Allen C. Isbell, War and Con
science; Abilene: Biblical Research Press, 1968), p. 14. So, for two reasons (idolatry and shedding blood) Christians refused army service." Fp 

Of Shackles, Cuffs 
By Howard R. Horton 

One of the most interesting pieces of equip
ment a law enforcement officer carries is 
his "handcuffs." To pull these "out" is to 

make a statement. Someone whether they know it or 
not is going to jail. And, when the "cuffs" are placed 
on someone, the cuffs have a tendency to hurt. Of 
course, the officer applying these pieces of "jewelry" 
is in control of just how "tight" they fit. Usually, the 
conduct of the one being arrested, determines the 
"tightness." 

Sin is that way. 
We, as New Testament Christians, know what it 

is like to be "bound by sin." That, of course, is all 
men and women's condition before they are saved by 
grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Mter conversion, a person may still suffer from 
the allurement of sin. 

Remember a Christian by the name of "Simon the 
Sorcerer"? You can find his "residence" in Acts 8:13-
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24. In this inspired account we read of a man who was 
a sinner, but became a Christian. And, then, like is the 
case all too often, this new convert resorted back to 
the thinking and conduct of the "old man". (Some
times our old men just won't stay dead, will they?). A 
Holy Spirit inspired apostle rebuked Simon with the 
words "For I perceive thou art in the gall of bitterness, 
and in the bond of iniquity" (Acts 8:23). A "free man" 
(Rom. 6:17-19) was in "bonds" again. 

Satan, with Simon's full consent, slapped the 
cuffs back on Simon ... Again! 

Now, the important thing is this: What will Simon 
do about it? What will he do about those cuffs? 

Well, good news! From what we read in our text, 
we see Peter confronting Simon, and Simon immedi
ately says, "Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of 
these things which ye have spoken come upon me" 
(Acts 8:24). Of course, our text informs us that Peter 
had commanded Simon to "Repent or perish" (Acts 
8:20). 

The point is this: Have you felt any "pressure" 
around the wrists of your "inner man"? Has your en
thusiasm been hampered by shackles, bonds, or cuffs? 
Do you-we- allow Satan, each day, to continue to 
"tighten" his hold on us? Thereby robbing us of our 
self-esteem, drive, and hope for eternal life? 

Jesus Christ has the "handcuff key"!: Repentance 
and prayer .... "Click." p o Bo 578 

• • IX 
Prescott .. AR 71857 
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Walking by the Same Rule 
By Raymond Elliott 

gospel preacher remarked that during a ~is
sionary trips to India he spoke to a denomtna
tional body of believers who had discarded 

the use of instrumental music during their public wor
ship. Also, they ate the Lord's Supper on the first day 
of each week. He instructed them more accurately 
in the way and immersed the preacher and most of 
the members into Christ. A few years ago, I read in a 
brotherhood publication (Restoration Quarterly) that 
a congregation of the Lord was in existence in Canada 
during the early to middle part of the 19th century 
which was not comprised of brethren who had moved 
there from the United States. There are congrega
tions in various parts of Europe and Asia that have 
never been connected with the 19th-century Camp
bell-Stone movement in America. In the study of the 
Restoration Movement, there is concrete evidence 
that New Testament churches were in existence be
fore the Campbells became influential in different 
states (Examples: the Rocky Springs church, Bridge
port, Ala., was established in 1807 and the Oak Grove 
church, Rincon, Ga., was started in 1819). 

I draw your attention to these matters because 
there are brethren who say that the church of Jesus 
Christ is so aligned with the Campbells and to cul
ture (mostly southern), that we are merely a denomi
national body like the rest of the Protestant world. 
This I deny. While much credit is to be given to Tho
mas and Alexander Campbell, the fact is, the church 
of the Lord existed before and after them in this 
country and in other parts of the world separate and 
apart from their influence. 

This is possible because honest seekers of truth 
decided to adhere to the teaching of Paul as found in 
Philippians 3:15-16: 

Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, be thus 
minded: and, if in anything, ye are otherwise 

Cbange Agents and Churches of Christ 
Be prepared when they come to your congregation. 
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minded, this also shall God reveal unto you: 
only, whereunto we have attained, by that same 
rule let us walk. 

While it is admitted that there are some passages 
of scriptures that are more difficult to understand 
than other Bible verses and that we should ever be 
striving to increase our biblical knowledge and mak
ing corrections when we reach a better understand
ing; there is no real reason why we all cannot grasp 
the simple truths regarding the way of salvation, the 
assembly worship of God, the scriptural concept of 
the organization of the body of Jesus and the pur
pose of the kingdom of God. Often, it is not o~~ in
ability to grasp these truths, but rather our unwdhng
ness to submit to the authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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(This piece is much longer than we usually print in the Firm Foundation, and some may think it is overkill, 
but the lack of understanding on the part of some disciples in the church suggests that in the past few years we 
have suffered from under-kill. Take your time and work through this excellent study. You will no doubt return 
to it many times to confirm your faith, and to refute and correct doctrinal misunderstanding. We commend this 
thoughtful examination of music in praise of God to you and pray that it will be of service to the church - edi
tor.) 

Musical Worship 
in the New Testament Church 

By Phil Sanders 

Many people do not understand why any
one would discuss the use of instruments 
n the worship of the church. Most folks 

believe that churches have always used instruments 
of music in their worship. They are surprised to find 
that some churches today don't use instruments, and 
they think them rather peculiar. Churches, however, 
did not always use instruments; and some churches 
have never used instruments. In fact, Christians for 
several centuries were adamantly opposed to using 
any instruments of music in worship. Not until the 
thirteenth century AD did churches begin using the 
instrument widely. Some might ask why one should 
return to the ancient practice and not adopt the mu
sical instruments so popular today. 

In asking this question we are not asking about 
personal preferences or heritages. We are not inter
ested in opinions or feelings. What we are asking is 
what does God desire. The New Testament is God's 
written revelation to all, a faith once for all time de
livered to the saints Uude 3 ). The New Testament 
scriptures provide for us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3) and fulfill Jesus' promise 
to guide the apostles into all truth Uohn 16:12-13). 
The scriptures tell us what God desires in worship 
musically, but his instructions never include the use 
of instruments. Since we _are charged to handle scrip
ture accurately (2 Tim. 2: 15), we should review the 
relevant passages pertaining to musical worship 
among Christians: 

And after singing a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26). 

But about midnight Paul and Silas were pray
ing and singing hymns of praise to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them (Acts 16:25). 

And for the Gentiles to glorify God for his 

12 ~c~ound;~~! 

mercy; as it is written, 'Therefore I will give 
praise to thee among the gentiles, and I will sing 
to thy name' (Rom. 15 :9). 

What is the outcome then? I shall pray with 
the spirit and I shall pray with the mind also; I 
shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the 
mind also (1 Cor. 14:15). 

What is the outcome then, brethren? When 
you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teach
ing, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an inter
pretation. Let all things be done for edification 
(1 Cor. 14:26). 

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speak
ing to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord (Eph. 5:18-19). 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 
you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiri
tual songs, singing with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God (Col. 3: 16). 

Saying, 'I will proclaim Thy name to my 
brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will 
sing Thy praise' (He b. 2: 12). 

Through him then, let us continually offer up 
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that give thanks to his name (Heb. 13:15). 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. 
Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises Oames 
5:13). 

In every instance, the music described empha
sizes verbal communication: singing, speaking, 
teaching, making melody in your hearts, confessing, 
giving thanks, and the fruit of lips. The absence of a 
reference to instrumental music is startling. God de
sires music that is both of the mind and the spirit, 
not something irrational or nonverbal. God did not 
accidentally leave out instruments in these passages. 
There must have been a reason. When one considers 



the common use of instruments among pagans and in 
the Jewish temple, one is quite shocked to see Chris
tian opposition to their use. 

Instruments cannot speak, teach, admonish, give 
thanks, praise, proclaim, confess, or make melody on 
your heart. These are the things God wants us to ac
complish in our singing. Instruments of music fail to 
do any of them. This is what makes them additions; 
they do something different from the instruction. 
They go beyond the instructions in the New Testa
ment. 

Jesus taught us in Matthew 7:21-27 that we must 
do what he says - obey his will- and enter heaven. 
The burden of proof for pianos and organs must be 
on the one who introduces them to show where 
Jesus has instructed this form of worship. There has 
never been any evidence from the Bible, from the 
language, or from history to show that instrumental 
music in Christian worship has won God's approval. 

The Argument from Authority and the Absence 
of Instruments in New Testament Worship 

All authority resides in Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:18). In 
any and every question of faith, Christians must ask 
what the Lord wills (Eph. 5:10, 17). The Lord Jesus 
must have first place in everything (Col. 1:18). It is 
only when we abide in his word that we are truly his 
disciples and know the truth Uohn 8:31-32). 

Jesus never taught his disciples to use machinery 
in worshiping God. No apostle ever gave an instruc
tion to use them, and no church in the scriptures 
gives an example of their use. They were long in ex
istence but ignored in the teaching and the practice 
of the entire church described in the New Testament. 
The New Testament contains God's complete will 
for our time, from Pentecost till the Second Coming. 
Had God wished that Christians use instruments in 
worship, he would have said so. Since God gave us 
his entire will for our lives, the fact that he intention
ally left them out is quite remarkable. Surely God 
was aware of their presence, for they were used in 
the temple. We can only conclude that God left them 
out intentionally, because he did not want them. 
Men need to have authority from God for what they 
believe and practice. Like Jesus, we too should ask, 
"Is this from heaven or from men?" (Matt. 21:23-
27). God requires that those who worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth Oohn 4:23-24; 
17: 17). One must wonder how an unscriptural prac
tice, begun centuries late by men, can be from 
heaven or according to the truth. Men have no right 

to change God's plan or his teaching on any matter. 
When they do so, they act on their own authority 
not the authority of God. 

Someone may say, "The Bible doesn't say we 
can't play the organ! Therefore, it must be all right." 
But neither does the Bible specifically condemn 
burning incense, praying to Mary, roast lamb with 
communion, sprinkling for baptism, infant baptism, 
or a mourner's bench. How can we justify organs 
and reject these? These, just like using an instrument 
of music in worship, come not from God but from 
men. The right question is not "Where does the Bible 
condemn an instrument in worship?" but "Where 
does the word of God authorize using instruments of 
music in Christian worship?" 

If the Bible were to include everything that God 
did not want, it surely would be too large to carry. 
God has chosen to tell us in positive terms what his 
will is for our lives and our worship. He has shown us 
the way, which rules out all other ways. "One bap
tism" (Eph. 4:5) means there can not be other ap
proved baptisms, and "one church" (one body, which 
is the church, [Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23]) means there can
not be other approved churches. The specific instruc
tion to sing means one should sing. There is no author
ity for other forms of music. When God instructs us 
through his word, he has authorized only that which 
he has identified. God does not have to exclude all 
other possibilities with a series of prohibitions. Laws 
only authorize what they authorize; they do not have 
to detail everything they do not authorize. 

If something must be specifically condemned for 
it to be wrong, then God wrongly put Nadab and 
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Abihu to death (Lev. 10:1-2), unjustly denied Moses 
entrance into Canaan (Num. 20:6-12), unfairly re
moved Saul as king (1 Sam. 10:8; 13:8-14), and irra
tionally put Uzzah to death (1 Chron. 13:7-13; 15:2-
15; 2 Sam. 6:7). In each of these cases, men acted on 
their own authority rather than listen to the instruc
tions of God. When men act on their own authority, 
they greatly err. These examples show that God ex
pects men to follow his expressed will and not fol
low their own desires. 

The Silence of the Scriptures 
Since the New Testament says nothing about the use 
of instruments of music in worship, Christians must 
consider how they will understand the silence of the 
scriptures. 

If God requires an action, we all agree that it is 
necessary for us to do what God commands. If God 
forbids any action, we all agree that it can never be 
acceptable to do what God prohibits. It is when God 
has not spoken on a matter that there is disagree
ment. One group holds that if God is silent, then ev
ery man is free to believe and practice his own opin
ion. The other group argues that it is necessary to 
have scriptural authority for all we believe and prac
tice; otherwise it is forbidden. We hold that this sec
ond view is the biblical one. In dealing with silence 
we must be careful neither to act beyond what the 
scriptures teach nor to make laws where God has not 
made them. 

The scriptures throughout the Old and New Tes
taments teach emphatically that men should care
fully follow God's teachings, lovingly, completely 
and accurately. Jesus said, "So that the world may 
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know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father 
commanded Me" Uohn 14:31). Paul urged Timothy, 
"Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed, han
dling accurately the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 

If silence were permissive, men could easily in
troduce any number of corrupt ideas and practices in 
the church. We would enter a slippery slope leading 
to certain destruction. But if men maintain what has 
been taught in the scripture and carefully observe ev
erything Jesus commanded, they will remain in his 
word as true disciples Uohn 8 :31-32). To go beyond 
the things that are written (1 Cor. 4:6) is to add to 
the word of God. Moses taught Israel, "Whatever I 
command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall 
not add to nor take away from it" (Deut. 12:32). 

John said of false teachers who were corrupting 
the teaching about Christ, "Anyone who goes too far 
and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does 
not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he 
has both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9). What is 
true of this doctrine is also true of other doctrines. 
No one can go beyond what Christ teaches on any 
number of subjects and maintain favor with God. 
Men tread upon dangerous ground when they pre
sume to add to the worship of the church a practice 
never authorized in the New Testament. Worshiping 
according to the teachings of men is called "will
worship" in Colossians 2:18-23 and condemned. 
This self-made religion is offensive to God in that it 
goes beyond and outside the teaching of the New 
Testament to pursue its own desires. 

The Bible itself uses the argument from silence in 
its prohibitive sense. In Hebrews 1 :4-5 the Hebrew 
writer demonstrates the superiority of the Son to the 
angels by the fact that God did not say at any time 
that the angels were his sons, begotten by him. 

In Hebrews 7:13-14, the same writer says, "For 
the one concerning whom these things. are spoken 
belongs to another tribe, from which no one has offi
ciated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was 
descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to 
which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests." 
God's specific instructions to take priests from the 
tribe of Levi excluded every other tribe. 

Divine revelation gives bounds, both positive and 
negative, to the worship of God. God himself con
demned Israel for worshiping in a way that he had 
not commanded, a way that never entered his mind 
Uer. 7 :31). "Transgression" is "going beyond the 
prescribed limits." It always denotes a breach of the 



law. The Hebrew writer, in pointing out the superi
ority of Jesus to angels and the Law, said: 

For this reason we must pay much closer atten
tion to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it. For if the word spoken through angels 
proved unalterable, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense, how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great a salva
tion? (Heb. 2:1-3). 

How can we escape if we have such little respect 
for the teaching of our Lord Jesus that we add our 
own forms of worship, which he did not command. 
Is this not transgression, i.e., "going beyond the pre
scribed limits?" 

Both Jesus and the Holy Spirit stayed within the 
bounds of what the Father told them to speak and to 

do. Jesus said in John 12:48-50: 
He who rejects Me, and does not receive My 
sayings, has one who judges him; the word I 
spoke is what will judge him at the last day. For I 
did not speak on My own initiative, but the Fa
ther himself who sent Me has given Me com
mandment, what to say, and what to speak. And 
I know that his commandment is eternal life; 
therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the 
Father has told Me." 
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Jesus was very careful to speak only that which 
the Father told him to speak. He also delivered to us 
that message with great accuracy and fidelity. I, for 
one, am thankful that Jesus took such great care to 
tell me precisely the will of the Father, for I shall one 
day be judged by that message. 

In the same way, the Holy Spirit never dared to 
speak on his own initiative. Jesus describes the work 
of the Spirit in John 16:12-13: 

I have many more things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. But when he, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the 
truth; for he will not speak on his own initiative, 
but whatever he hears, he will speak; and he will 
disclose to you what is to come. 

If Jesus and the Holy Spirit were unwilling to 
speak or act on their own initiative, then how dare 
we speak or act on ours? If they never innovated, 
then what rights have we to innovate? 

To use instruments of music in the worship of the 
church is to go beyond what we have been instructed 
in the New Testament. It is to act on our own initia
tive rather than listening to what God wills for us. 

God has spoken to us in his word. He has re
vealed all the truth Qohn 16:13 ), and there is no 
more truth. The silence of the scripture is not merely 
a gap, as if God had forgotten something. The si
lence of the scripture is an intentional hush after 
God had revealed all the truth. Since all the truth has 
been revealed, God did not need to say any more. 
For us to add more information or to pursue addi
tional practices says to God that his teaching was not 
sufficient for us. To speak in this kind of silence is to 
correct or become an editor to God. Paul said in Ro
mans 11:33-36, 

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his judgments and unfathomable his ways! For 
who has known the mind of the Lord, or who 
became his counselor? Or who has first given to 
him that it might be paid back to him again? For 
from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be the glory forever. Amen. 

God does not need an editor, and his ways are 
superior to our ways. It is presumptuous to think 
that we must change God's instructions on any mat
ter by adding our own will. Like David, we should 
pray: 

Also keep back Thy servant from presumptu-
ous sins; 

Let them not rule over me; 
Then I shall be blameless, 
And I shall be acquitted of great transgression 

(Ps. 19:13) 
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If God had wished us to use the instrument, he 
would have told us so. The silence of the scriptures 
in this instance is prohibitive, because the scriptures 
are complete and all-sufficient. Should we go beyond 
what is written, we act presumptuously on our own 
initiative. For this reason, the use of instrumental 
music in worship to God is sinful. 

The Argument from History 
The history of the church conclusively shows that in
strumental music was an innovation. For many cen
turies no church used instruments of music. The use 
of the instrument is of human origin and not of Di
vine instruction. 

The general introduction of instrumental music 
can certainly not be assigned to a date earlier 
than the fifth or sixth centuries; yea, even Gre
gory the Great, who towards the end of the sixth 
century added greatly to the existing Church 
music, absolutely prohibited the use of instru
ments. Several centuries later the introduction 
of the organ in sacred service gave place to in
struments as accompaniments for Christian 
song, and from that time to this they have been 
freely used with few exceptions. The first organ 
is believed to have been used in Church service 
in the 13th century. Organs were, however, in use 
before this in the theatre. They were never re
garded with favor in the Eastern Church, and 
were vehemently opposed in some of the West
ern churches. 1 

Everett Ferguson noted: 
It is quite late before there is evidence of instru
mental mu~ic, first the organ, employed in the 
public worship of the church. Recent studies put 
the introduction of instrumental music even 
later than the dates found in reference books. It 
was perhaps as late as the tenth century when 
the organ was played as part of the service. This 
makes instrumental music one of the late inno
vations of the medieval Catholic church. When 
introduced in the Middle Ages, the organ was 
still not part of the liturgy proper. That is, it did 
not initially accompany the hymn service, but 
was a separate item in the service. The type of 
chant employed left no place for instrumental 
accompaniment until new styles of music devel
oped.2 

"Both the Jews in their temple service, and the 

Greeks in their idol worship, were accustomed to 
sing with the accompaniment of instrumental music. 
The converts to Christianity accordingly must have 
been familiar with this mode of singing .... But it is 
generally admitted that primitive Christians em
ployed no instrumental music in their religious wor
ship," says Lyman Coleman. 3 

"Only singing, however, and no playing of in
struments, was permitted in the early Christian 
church." 4 

"There can be no doubt that originally the music 
of the divine service was everywhere entirely of vo
cal nature." 5 

"Indeed, all evidence points to the chant and mu
sic of the primitive church as practically identical 
with the customs and traditions of the synagogue 
(vocal)." 6 

James W. McKinnon, in his 1965 doctoral disser
tation at Columbia University, shows that the early 
church music was wholly vocal, and that the opposi
tion of the church fathers to instrumental music in 
worship was both monolithic and vehement. 

The Early church fathers opposed instruments 
of music in Christian worship. 

Justin Martyr (ca. A.D. 150) condemned any associa
tion with musical instruments as worldly. 

Tertullian (A.D. 150-222) mentions only vocal 
music in worship. 

Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 200) severely de
nounced the use of instruments among Christians 
even at banquets. 

Augustine (A.D. 354-430) displays the general 
attitude of the early church against instruments of 
music for any purpose. "Let no one's heart revert to 
the instruments of the theatre." 

Gregory of Nazianus (A.D. 330-390) mentions 
instruments but not in any way to approve them. He 
believed their only use was the arousement of sensu
ousness. 

Jerome (A.D. 347-420) speaks only of vocal mu
sic and emphasizes that the heart is the source of 
songs. 

1 "Christian Music," John McClintock and James Strong, Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical Literature (Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Baker Book House, 1876, reprint 1969), VI: 759. 

1 Everett Ferguson, A Cappella Music in the Public Worship of the Church (Abilene, Tex.: Biblical Research Press, 1972), 81. 
3 Lyman Coleman, The Primitive Church, 276-77. 
4 Hugo Leichtenrtitt Music, History, and Ideas, 34. 
5 Earl Nauman, The History of Music, 177. 
6 Eric Werner, Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, UI: 466. 
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Theodoret (ca. A.D. 400) says the use of the in
strument is a "childish" relic of the Old Testament 
and is excluded from the worship of the church. 

Chrysostom (4'" century A.D.) says of the instru
ments of the Old Testament allegorically look for
ward to the pure worship of the lips. 

What Various Men Have Said Through the Centuries 
Thomas Aquinas (A.D. 1250): "Our church does not 
use instruments, as harps and psalteries, to praise 
God withal, that she may not seem to Judaize." 

Martin Luther: "The organ in the worship to 
God is an ensign of Baal." 

John Calvin: "It is no more suitable than the 
burning of incense, the lighting of tapers, or revival 
of other shadows of the law. The Roman Catholics 
borrowed it from the Jews." 

John Wesley: "I have no objection to the organ in 
our chapels provided it is neither seen nor heard." 

Adam Clark: "I am an old man and an old minis
ter, and I here declare that I have never known in
strumental music to be productive of any good in the 
worship to God, and have reason to believe that it 
has been productive of much evil. Music as a science 
I esteem and admire, but instruments of music in the 
house of God I abominate and abhor. This is the 
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abuse of music and I here register my protest against 
all such corruptions in the worship of that infinite 
Spirit who requires his followers to worship him in 
spirit and truth. " 

Charles Spurgeon: "I would as soon pray to God 
with machinery as to sing to God with machinery." 

John Knox called the organ: "a kist (chest) of 
whistles." 

Alexander Campbell: "To the really spiritually 
minded, it (using instruments in worship) would be 
like a cowbell in a concert." 

J.W. McGarvey: "And if any man who is a 
preacher believes that the apostle teaches the use of 
instrumental music in the church, by enjoining the 
singing of psalms, he is one of those smatterers in 
Greek who can believe anything he wishes to believe. 
When the wish is father to the thought, correct ex
egesis is like water on a duck's back." 

Our purpose is to restore the New Testament 
church, which never used and greatly opposed the 
use of instruments of music in worship. 

Scripture Shows That God Condemns Innovation 
In Leviticus 10:1-2, the scripture tells the sad story 
of the two sons of Aaron who offered up strange fire 
to the Lord. For eight days Aaron and his sons had 
consecrated themselves and had obeyed every in
struction "just as the Lord had commanded Moses." 
On the eighth day the glory of the Lord appeared to 
all the people. Fire came out from before the Lord 
and consumed the burnt offering. When the people 
saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces. 

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took 
their respective firepans, and after putting fire in 
them, placed incense on it and offered strange 
fire before the Lord, which he had not com
manded them. And fire came out from the pres· 
ence of the Lord and consumed them, and they 
died before the Lord (Lev. 10:1-2). 

Their offering of strange fire came of their own 
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initiative. While we are not sure exactly what they 
offered, we do know it was "strange," i.e., offered in 
a way not prescribed by the Law. We have no doubt 
that Nadab and Abihu had good intentions of accom
panying the shouts of the people with their offering, 
but their offerings were self-willed not God-willed. 
Leviticus 10:3 says, "By those who come near Me I 
will be treated as holy, And before all the people I 
will be honored." 

Self-willed worship does not honor God, because 
it arises from the will of men rather than the will of 
God. Colossians 2:23 describes this kind of worship 
as "will-worship" or "self-made religion" (NASB). 
God has always demanded that men follow his 
teachings rather than innovate their own doctrines 
or practices Oohn 8:31-32; 2 John 9-11). 

The prophet Samuel anointed Saul as king over 
Israel. In 1 Samuel 10:8, Samuel told Saul, "And you 
shall go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will 
come down to you to offer burnt offerings and sacri
fice peace offerings. You shall wait seven days until I 
come to you and show you what you should do." 

Saul, however, became anxious before the battle 
with the Philistines, because the Philistines were so 
numerous and the Israelites were beginning to scat
ter (13:1-8). Consequently, Saul presumptuously of
fered up a burnt offering. Samuel told Saul: 

You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the 
commandment of the Lord your God, which he 
commanded you, for now the Lord would have 
established your kingdom over Israel forever (1 
Sam. 13:13). 

Saul had gone beyond his authority and acted on 
his own to offer up the burnt offering. God rejected 
Saul as king that day and gave his kingdom to a man 
after his own heart. We cannot act on our own initia
tive and maintain a pleasing relationship with God. 

When the Pharisees bound traditions of men 
upon others, they acted beyond the will of God 
(Matt. 15 :8-9). 

When Judaizers corrupted the gospel by binding 
the Law upon Gentiles, they went beyond their au
thority and were accursed (Gal. l :6-9). 

When the false teachers of Jesus day said that 
Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh, John by inspi
ration said: 

Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in 
the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the 

one who abides in the teaching, he has both the 
Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and 
does not bring this teaching, do not receive him 
into your house, and do not give him a greeting; 
for the one who gives him a greeting participates 
in his evil deeds (2John 9-11). 

Men have never had the right to develop new 
doctrines or initiate new practices in the worship and 
work of the church. To perform any action without 
divine authority is sinful. To offer a strange offering, 
which is not prescribed or commanded by God, even 
with the best of intentions, fails to honor God as 
holy. We treat God as holy when we listen to his in
structions and do them (Matt. 7:24-27). Only by lis
tening to his words and by acting upon them can we 
please God. 

Arguments used by those who favor instruments: 

• The use of psallo in Ephesians 5:19 
Over time psallo has gradually changed in mean

ing. It first meant "to touch, twang, strike strings." 
Next it meant "to touch or play strings of harp." 
Later it meant, "to sing with the harp." At last it 
meant, "to sing praises" (without any thought of any 
instrument of music). The only time in the LXX that 
psallo meant play was when the instrument was 
specified in the context; otherwise it meant to sing 
(LXX 150 B.C.). In the New Testament psallo is used 
four times. It meant: 

• "sing" (Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; James 5:13) 
• "make melody or make music" (Eph. 5: 19). 

The maker of the music or melody is to be the heart. 
No instrument is even considered here except the 
heart itself. 

Everett Ferguson said of psallo, "If the precise 
meaning of certain verses may be in doubt, what is 
dear is that an instrument did not inhere in the word 
psallo in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Old Testament, dating 150-250 B.C.). Psallo 
could translate a word meaning 'play' (nagan), or a 
general word (zamar). The meaning which would 
cover all occurrences is 'make melody.' This could 
include making melody on an instrument, but in the 
preponderance of occurrences it clearly refers to 
making melody with the voice. "7 

F.F. Bruce said of psallo in Ephesians 5:19: "Nor 
should the etymological force of the terms be 
pressed, as though psalmos inevitably meant a song 

7 Everett Ferguson, A Cappella Music in the Public Worship of the Church (Abilene, Tex.: Biblical Research Press, 1972), 6-7. 
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sung to the accompaniment of a stringed instrument 
. . . while such plucking of the strings is the original 
sense of psallo; ... it is used in the NT with the mean
ing 'to sing psalms. '"8 

In confirmation of this view, the Greek Orthodox 
Church (who knows Greek better than anyone) has 
never used instruments of music in worship. 

While some have abandoned the idea that psallo 
requires the use of an instrument, they today suggest 
that it permits the use of the instrument in Ephesians 
5: 19. If this were so, the first readers of the epistle of 
Ephesians and early churches did not know it. If Paul 
indeed was permitting the use instruments, we are at 
a loss to explain why early churches so adamantly 
and uniformly opposed them. Actually, no ancient 
writer ever made the argument that psallo and 
psalmos permitted the use of instruments is worship. 
In fact, George P. Slade9 in 1878 was the first ever to 
argue that psallo or psalmos permitted the instrument 
even if the instrument is not mentioned. Early Chris
tians never understood the context of Ephesians or 
Colossians to demand or permit instruments. 

The first rule of hermeneutics in the study of 
words is that a word does not and cannot mean what 
the author and the first readers did not understand it 
to mean. Whatever the words psalmos and psallo 
meant to them, it could not have demanded or per
mitted the use of instruments. The universal opposi
tion to the use of instruments among the early church 
fathers makes it clear they understood the epistles of 
Ephesians and Colossians to teach vocal music only. 
• The use of instruments in the Old Testament 

Psalm 150 and 2 Chronicles 29:25-27 show that 
the use of instruments in Jewish worship is a com
mand from God. However, Christians are not bound 
to and do not live under the Old Covenant that God 
made with the Jews. We are under a new covenant 
ratified by the blood of Christ and taught in the New 
Testament. For this reason, we don't offer incense, 
dance, or make animal sacrifices. The New Testament 
is a better covenant than the old and is a spiritual cov
enant (Heb. 8:6-13; 10:1-10). 

The Old Testament had a temple building; in the 
New Testament Christians are the temple of God. 
Our laws are written on our hearts not on tablets of 
stone. Our worship is not outward and showy but in
ward and spiritual ijohn 4:21-23). 

1 F.F. Bruce, NICNT on Ephesians and Colossians, 284. 

• There are harps in heaven (Rev. 5:8; 15:2) . 
Each of these passages refers to a vision John 

had of the throne of God in heaven, not Christian 
worship in the church. Each reflects Old Testament 
literature where the worship of the temple is consid
ered ideal. But Christians do not worship in the 
Jerusalem temple; instead they are the temple of 
God. Incense is burned in heaven as well; are we to 
burn incense? Saints in heaven wear crowns and cast 
them toward God? Are we to do the same? Our task 
is not to imitate what is done in heaven but to be 
obedient to Jesus and his teachings for us. If Chris
tians should play harps, why didn't the church do it 
in the New Testament? Why didn't they understand 
they were to imitate what is done in heaven? 
Heaven is heaven and earth is earth. 
• The use of instruments is an aid to singing. 

Some say, "Instrumental music is justified as an 
aid to worship in song in the same way a song book 
is an aid. What is the difference in having a 
songbook aiding in following the words of the song 
and a piano aiding in following the music of the 
song?" 

Expedients or aids must first be lawful, i.e., they 
must aid in doing that which is instructed by God. 
Nothing more than singing is done when a songbook 
is used. The words of a book help all the singers to 
sing in harmony with each other. A piano, however, 
involves something more than singing, speaking, 
teaching or admonishing. Song books aid in accom
plishing the purpose of singing. Pianos make a differ
ent kind of music. Expedients must truly aid. Organs 
and bands often hinder the singing, which must com
pete to be heard. Expedients must edify. Pianos pro
duce musical sounds that are meaningless to the 
mind, but the songbook has words. Organs may 
stimulate the emotions, but they do not instruct the 
mind. 

Expedients must not divide, but the instrument 
has been a source of division for many churches. 
Hundreds of thousands of Christians have parted 
ways, because men have introduced into the worship 
an unscriptural practice. 

Playing an instrument adds a new form of wor
ship. The instrument is not merely an aid but was it
self a means of praising God in the Old Testament 
but is unauthorized in the New Testament (2 Chron. 

!!George P. Slade, "Psallo and Psalmos," American Christian Review 21, no. 4 (22 jan. 1878): 25. 
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5:13; 29:25). Playing lyres and psalteries were them
selves forms of worship, not merely aids. An expedi
ency aids in the performance of an instruction, but 
an expediency does not change the instruction. An 
addition changes the instruction so that people do 
something different than the instructions required. 
Expedients are lawful, whereas additions are not 
lawful. 

Most people understand these differences in other 
areas. It is one thing for Noah to use tools to build the 
ark; it is another matter for Noah to add floors or 
windows to the ark. While we do not know how many 
rooms the ark had, we know that it had three floors 
and one window. God did not specify the number of 
rooms but left that up to Noah to decide; but God 
specified the number of windows and floors. If Noah 
had acted beyond his authority and made a second 
window or a fourth floor, the Bible could never have 
said that Noah "according to all that God had com
manded him, so he did" (Gen. 6:22). 

When God gives specific instructions, he expects 
his people to do precisely what he commands; but 
when God gives general instructions, he permits men 
to use their wisdom to fulfill those commands. We 
may use a tray or cups to serve the Lord's Supper of 
bread and fruit of the vine. Trays and cups aid in do
ing what God wills. Adding roast lamb to the Lord's 
Supper, however, goes beyond the instruction and is 
of human design. It can never please God to pursue 
self-made religion. 

It matters not whether a person is baptized in a 
baptistery, pool, river, lake, sea, or bathtub. Any one 
of these places contain enough water to fulfill the in
struction to baptize (immerse). What the command 
to baptize does not enjoin, however, is a different ac
tion. Immersion is not sprinkling or pouring. And 
when one substitutes one action for another, one vio
lates the commandment of God. Fulfilling the com
mandment through an expedient is not equivalent to 
changing the commandment. 

The singing God asks of us comes in the form of 
speaking, teaching, admonishing, giving thanks, con
fessing, and offering the fruit of our lips. A songbook 
or a pitch pipe can help us fulfill these instructions, 
doing exactly what God wills. A piano or instrument 
of music, however, adds a different kind of music 
and a different means of praise. Instruments cannot 
speak, teach, admonish, or give thanks. They offer 
their own form of worship, different from what the 
Lord specified for musical worship. 

Instrumental music in the Old Testament was not 
merely an aid to worship; it was itself a form of wor
ship (Pss. 81:2-3; 92:1-3; 150). David made arrange
ments with the Levites, who "shall offer praises to the 
Lord with instruments which I have made for praise" 
(1 Chron. 23 :6). David "stationed the Levites in the 
house of the LORD with cymbals, with harps, and 
with lyres, according to the command of David and of 
Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for 
the command was from the Lord through his proph-

The Difference between Expedients and Additions 
Expedients help fulfill the Instruction, but additions change the Instruction. 

Bible Example Expedients Lawful and Authorized Additions Unlawful/ Unauthorized 

Noah's Ark Tools to cut, join, Larger size, additional windows, 
Gen. 6:13-22 and to spread pitch additional woods 

Tabernacle Tools to work silver, gold, wood Making Ark of Covenant out 
Exod. 25:9,40; 26:30; 39:32,42-43 in making the tabernacle and its of both acacia and pine wood 

furniture. 

Lord's Supper Trays and cups Roast Lamb 
Bread and Fruit of the Vine 

Baptize, Be Baptized Baptistery, pool, river, lake, sea, Sprinkling and pouring 
or bathtub are different actions. 

Singing Songbook, pitch pipe, tuning fork Piano, organ - different kind 
Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 13:15 of music, different means of praise 
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ets" (2 Chron. 29:25; cf. 28). To suggest today that it 
is merely an aid ignores that it was used for a different 
purpose in the Old Testament. 

As an aid, a pitch pipe or a tuning fork does not 
operate during the singing and is not designed to be 
heard by all. They give the pitch and then remain si
lent. Instruments, on the other hand, are designed to 
be played loudly enough to be heard by all through
out the song. Pitch pipes and tuning forks do not 
play tunes; their only function is to give a pitch, so 
that the leader may know the correct pitch on which 
to begin a song. 
• There are no laws in the New Testament regulating 
corporate worship. 

That God takes the worship of Christians seri
ously can be seen quite clearly in 1 Corinthians 11. 
When the Corinthians were abusing the Lord's Sup
per (11: 17-34) by taking their meals before one an
other and some getting drunk, Paul called a halt to 
their unloving behavior. He pointed them to the 
original instruction to remember the body and blood 
of the Lord Jesus. Because they had failed to discern 
the body, some were weak and sick and others asleep 
spiritually. The Lord's Supper was a corporate activ
ity, a means of worship in the assembled church. Fail
ure to worship properly led to spiritual disapproval 
before God. Because the Corinthian church failed to 
keep God's regulations pf the Lord's Supper, Paul 
had to rebuke them. Paul both received and deliv
ered instructions regulating the Lord's Supper. These 
instructions were Divine tradition and were taught 
widely throughout the church. This shows there are 
indeed laws in the New Testament regulating corpo
rate worship. 

Colossians 3: 16 should not be interpreted out of 
the context of Colossians 4:16, where Paul said, ''And 
when this letter is read among you, have it also read in 
the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for your part 
read my letter that is coming from Laodicea." While 
the letter was written specifically to Colossae, its 
teaching was also meant for other churches. It is im
portant to know that both Ephesians 5:19 and Colos
sians 3: 16 were first read to an assembled church. 
• Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 do not apply 
to worship assemblies. 
Some are saying today that there are no laws in the 
New Testament that apply to the corporate musical 

worship of the church. The argument is that Eph
esians 5: 19 and Colossians 3: 16 were to be fulfilled 
by an individual in his daily life and did not speak to 
the corporate worship of the church. This is an odd 
argument, considering that both Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3: 16 are verses in cyclical epistles to be 
read in assembled congregations. These two verses, 
by their very nature, show that neither can be ful
filled by an individual but requires a group of people 
to fulfill. 

Ephesians 5:18-21 has a series of five masculine 
plural participles ("speaking," "singing," "making 
melody," "giving thanks," and "submitting your
selves") all of which have imperative force agreeing 
with the verb "be filled," which is itself imperative. 
This sort of Greek structure can be seen in Matthew 
28:19-20 where the imperative "make disciples" is 
followed by participles "baptizing" and "teaching." 
The actions designated by such a construction are not 
optional. To fulfill the command, "speaking to one 
another," there has to be mutual communication be
tween at least two people. I know of no way in which 
one can distinguish in a plural imperative between 
two people and a much larger group.10 The Ephesians' 
letter is addressed to the saints [in Ephesus] who are 
also faithful in Christ Jesus" (Eph. 1:1). The impera
tives of 5: 19 should be no less inclusive than the 
people to whom the letter is addressed. 

Ephesians 5:19 says, "Speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the Lord." The 
pronoun one another used in this passage is reflexive, 
used reciprocally. It indicates that the subject of the 
action is also the object of the action of the verb. The 
"speaking to one another" is from each and to all the 
others. In this instance, the pronoun is not singular 
but plural. Since most versions translate the term 
"one another," this reflexive pronoun is used recip
rocally to indicate an exchange between two or more 
groups. 

Speaking, teaching, and admonishing are actions 
that require speakers and listeners; it demands a plu
rality of people. These verses are not speaking about 
private singing but functions of groups, where plurali
ties of people are present. Singing was a means of 
mutual edification as well as praise. Everett Ferguson 
said: 

o This argument based on one made by jack P. Lewis, "New Testament Authority for Music in Worship," The Instrumental Music Issue (Nashville: 
Gospel Advocate, 1987), 36. 
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Although Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16, 
which provide rich sources for the discussion of 
early Christian singing, have as their literary 
context the Christian life in a larger sense, the 
statements are drawn from practices of the 
church. The practice of the assembly is to influ
ence the entire Christian life. Other texts make 
dear the presence of song as a congregational 
activity (Matt. 26:30; 1 Cor. 14:15, 26).11 

Clearly these passages include instructions to as
sembled congregations as clearly as to other situa
tions in life. 
• Christians worshiped with instruments when they 
went into the Temple. 

Some are suggesting that since Jewish Christians 
in the first century worshiped in the temple (Acts 2-
3,21), and since instruments were used in temple 
worship, then Christians participated in musical 
worship with instruments. 

What Jews did in the temple is not a model for 
what Christians are to do in the church. While some 
eagerly wish to employ instruments of music in the 
worship of the church, they ignore that in the temple 
Jews also offered animal sacrifices and burned in
cense. Are they suggesting that we also practice these 
things? 

It is clear that some participation took place, but 
there was a progression of change also taking place 
in the book of Acts. Until the conversion of Corne
lius, all Christians were Jews or proselytes and par
ticipated in temple worship as Jews. Gentiles like 
Cornelius, however, were not required to keep the 
Law when they became Christians (Acts 15; Gal. 
2:11-21). In fact, Paul condemned those who bound 
the Law on Gentile Christians (Gal. 5:1-4). 

While the temple stood, Jewish Christians had 
the option of offering sacrifices as Paul did in Acts 
21. Later. New Testament epistles, however, make it 
clear that Christians were not to offer such sacrifices 
any more (Eph. 2:13-16; Heb. 9:11-10:4). Jesus 
Christ is our sacrifice, once for all time. When the 
Temple was destroyed in A.D. 70, in fulfillment of 
Jesus' prophecies in Matthew 24 and Luke 21, the 
Temple worship ceased. 

Early church history confirms that churches saw 
no need to bring Jewish worship into their assem
blies. If temple worship served as permission for 
Christians to use the instrument, why did the early 

church fathers oppose the instrument? Theodoret in 
the fifth century argued that the use of instruments is 
a childish relic of the Old Testament and is to be ex
cluded from the worship of the church. 

The priests and Levites, not the congregation 
carried on worship in the temple. At its center, 
temple worship was not a congregational assembly, 12 

although people customarily did gather in the courts 
at the time of sacrifice. The Levites did the singing. 

The church seems to have kept more to the prac
tices of the synagogue for its worship. Carl Kraeling 
and Lucetta Mowry said: 

Both at home and abroad, the music of the early 
Synagogue was exclusively vocal, whether be
cause of opposition to pagan custom or as a sign 
of mourning for the destruction of the Temple. 13 

• Instrumental music is not a "salvation issue"; it is a 
non-issue. 
Some suggest that whether or not one uses instru
mental music in worship really doesn't matter. Since 
we all are imperfect and stand in the need of the 
grace of God, whether we use instruments is a moot 
question. They believe they can continue using the 
instrument without losing favor with God. 

Any issue that involves sin is a "salvation issue." 
When people persist in sin and do not repent, they 
put their souls in peril {Heb. 10:26; 2 Pet. 3:9; Luke 
13:3, 5). The question here, then, is the use of in
strumental music in worship sinful. Based upon the 
scriptural evidence we have examined, we believe it 
is sinful to go beyond the authority of the New Testa
ment and use musical instruments to worship. Some 
might use it for a time and then repent; surely God's 
grace will forgive them in response to their repen
tance. What will happen to those who will not re
pent? 

Today some believe they may persist in doctrinal 
error without repentance. Paul said to the Romans, 
"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin 
that grace might increase? May it never be! How 
shall we who died to sin still live in it?" {Rom. 6:1-2) 
We ought to be grateful for the grace of God. Pre
suming upon that grace is dangerous; it is building 
upon sand. Those who use the instrument must do 
so on their own initiative, for there is no command, 
approved example, or inference in scripture that the 
church ever worshiped that way. 

11 Everett Ferguson, The Church of Christ: A BibliCIII E.cclesiology for 7bday (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Ecrdmans, 1996), 268. 
11 Jack P. Lewis, "New Testament Authority for Music in Worship," The Instrumental Music Issue (Nashville: Gospel Advocate, 1987), 24. 
13 Carl H. Kraeling and Lucetta Mowry, "Music in the Bible," New Oxford History of Music, ed. Epon Wellesz (London: Oxford University Press, 

1957), 1:302. 
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Conclusion 
We can only conclude based on the evidence that to 
play instruments of music in the worship of the church 
is to act beyond the authority of the New Testament. 
Self-made religion has in all times found disfavor with 
God. God has told us what he desires from us musi
cally. If we love him, we will please him and glorify in 
the way he instructs us. If we do otherwise, we are 
building our houses upon sand. We can give no assur
ance to those who practice self-made religion that 
their way will find the approval of God. 

It is so much better to listen to the teaching of 
scripture and simply follow it. We know that singing 
is approved of God, but we cannot find any evidence 
that playing is approved. Is it not wiser to do that 
which we know God approves? Loving the Lord 
means that we will follow his teaching and obey his 
will Uohn 14:15). We urge all men everywhere to 
follow the New Testament pattern of singing and to 
avoid adding an instrument to their musical worship. 
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A Review 
By Larry Murdock 

Scott Lamascus interviewed Max Lucado and ran 
the interview in the July 2002 issue of the 
Christian Chronicle. The interviewer correctly 

recognized that Lucado's view of baptism is different 
than most members of the church of Christ. Hope
fully, all Bible students view baptism the same way as 
the Holy Spirit. To do this, we must describe and ex
plain baptism in the Holy Spirit's own words. Re
marks we would make about baptism should be in 
harmony with the Spirit's viewpoint. How does 
brother Lucado's view of baptism compare or con
trast with the Holy Spirit's view? 

• ~~In baptism the believer is identified with the 
righteous life of jesus - buried with him, risen with 
him. Baptism is sacred" (Max Lucado, Christian 
Chronicle July 2002, p. 20). 

This writer has trouble understanding the inde-

pendent clause of the first sentence: "in baptism the 
believer is identified with the righteous life of Jesus." 
A passage that communicates that idea does not come 
to mind. Brother Lucado may be interpreting the 
clause in Romans 6:3, which says that Christians have 
been "baptized into Jesus Christ." The dependent 
clauses ("buried with him, risen with him") are taken 
from Romans 6:4, but brother Lucado's quotation did 
not start soon enough because the end of verse three 
says, "all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death" - not his righ
teous life. Before Jesus was buried he died a saving 
death, and before his death he had lived righteously; 
but the repentant, confessing believer is baptized into 
that saving death. We do not inherit Jesus' righteous
ness (that is, his intrinsic goodness), nor are we bap
tized into his righteous life. Someone may object, "So 
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what?" At this juncture, the point is this: how can 
anyone expect to understand the Spirit's view of bap
tism if he does not understand and use the words that 
the Spirit uses to describe it? The statement of Lucado 
comes dangerously close, if it does not in fact assert, 
the false teaching of imputed righteousness. 

• "I strongly resist any effort to trust the act of 
baptism to save" (Lucado, p. 20). 

The Holy Spirit gives no one a reason to believe 
in baptismal regeneration, that baptism, as an action 
within itself, has some kind of magical, regenerating 
power. The Holy Spirit teaches, however, that there 
is a "washing of regeneration" with which a "re
newed" person is washed and by which that person 
is saved (Titus 3:5). The person who has been re
newed by the Holy Spirit's teaching trusts the Savior, 
what he did, and among other things what he said 
about baptism. However, having a renewed under
standing of Jesus and trusting him as the Savior, does 
not necessarily mean we will receive his salvation! If 
faith were the only qualification for receiving salva
tion then some of the chief Jewish rulers who be
lieved on him would have also been commended, 
even though they loved the praise of men more than 
the praise of God and would not confess him Oohn 
12:42-43). The Savior, following his passion and 
prior to his ascension, issued the command to "go 
preach the gospel to every creature, he that believes 
and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:15-16). In 
some sense baptism has a part in Jesus saving us. Pe
ter wrote, "Baptism does also now save us" (1 Pet. 
3:21). Peter held the view that in some sense baptism 
saves, and that its role had something to do with a 
clear conscience. Whatever Peter believed by what he 
wrote, we should also learn, believe, and teach. We 
should resist any effort to trust any other man's in
terpretation. I trust the act of baptism because Jesus 
commanded it, the apostles interpreted and applied 
it, and the Spirit had it written into the New Testa
ment. Baptism alone, of course, saves no one, but 
baptism preceded by faith, repentance, and confes
sion washes away sins (Acts 22:16) 

• "The work of salvation was finished when 
Christ said it was, on the cross'' (Lucado). 

What did Jesus mean when he said, "It is fin
ished"? On the cross Christ was now "baptized" with 
the baptism he had sweated over (Matt. 20:22); he 
had been forsaken by God (Matt. 2 7 :46); he had 
borne the sins of mankind (lsa. 53 : 11-12); he had 
justified God for forgiving sinners in the past and ex
tending forgiveness to those who would receive it in 
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the future (Rom. 3:25-26); his blood had been 
poured out (Mark 14:24); his hour had come Oohn 
17:1); the Son of Man had gone as it was written of 
him (Mark 14:21); the Son of Man had been deliv
ered into the hands of men who had done what they 
chose (Luke 9:44); he drank the cup Oohn 18:11); 
the will of God had been accomplished (Luke 
22:42); the plan of redemption was paid for (Acts 
20:28); it was finished. 

However, in 53 days, the Holy Spirit's work of 
convicting people of sin would begin Uohn 16:8). 
The Holy Spirit's work was not finished. Thus, the 
"work of salvation" was not yet preached, and re
pentant believers were yet to receive this great salva
tion. The truth of God's remedy for sin must now be 
preached, beginning at Jerusalem on Pentecost and 
spreading to the "uttermost parts of the earth" (Acts 
1:8). On that day when Jesus died on the cross, men 
and women were yet to be begotten of the Spirit, 
born again of water and spirit, washed and renewed 
Oames 1:18; John 3:5; Titus 3:5-6) in the name of 
the F.ather, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
28:19-20). As of this writing, the work of the Spirit 
is still ongoing. There are still those who have not 
received the gift of salvation, Christ's finished work. 

• "Baptism, nor any other work, adds to his 
Uesus] completed services" (Lucado). 

Brother Lucado implies that some members of 
the church believe baptism "adds to" Jesus' work; 
baptism does not add to Christ's work, baptism re
ceives Christ's work. Baptism, always a "passive 
plunge into water," is never called a "work" in the 
New Testament; to call it that is a fundamental mis
take. Baptism (the washing) is not a "work of righ
teousness which we have done" (Titus 3:5). How
ever, the false idea that baptism is a "work" appeals 
to those who teach that "faith alone" saves the sinner 
prior to baptism. In fact they must insist on this 
unscriptural explanation of baptism to maintain their 
"faith only" doctrine. The "faith alone" position, like 
any false teaching, does not allow room for the har
mony of all the data that bears on the subject. There
fore, plain statements about baptism must either be 
ignored or twisted into illogical ideas that are un
natural and forced in the context. The Holy Spirit's 
teaching on baptism suffers from this pressure at the 
hands of an unscriptural interpretation of "faith." 
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Baptism is not a "work." Is it not contradictory to call 
"a passive plunge" a work? 

What then is baptism and how does it fit into 
God's plan for redemption? To state the obvious, we 
would know nothing of baptism if it were not for the 
Spirit's teaching; therefore baptism is what the Spirit 
says it is, and baptism plays the part that the Spirit says 
it plays. The Holy Spirit's revealed teaching is meant 
"to open their eyes, so that they may turn from dark
ness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that 
they may receive forgiveness of sins" (Acts 26:18). 
The Spirit's teaching enables the hearers to "open 
their eyes" and "receive" the forgiveness of sins! Bap
tism is the culminating act of an individual's faith. 
Baptism receives the forgiveness that Christ's blood 
brings. It is the act that verifies (to the owner of an 
unclean conscience) the date and time of the believer's 
reception of God's forgiveness. 

The Spirit begets with his seed, the holy and eter
nal Word of God (1 Peter 1:23-25; James 1:18). Bap
tism is the water in John 3:5. It is the "washing of re
generation" that follows the "renewal" of the heart 
by the begetting power of the Spirit (Titus 3:5). 

• 
1'With the exception of the thief on the cross, 

Scripture provides us no example of an unbaptized 
heaven-bound soul. The thief, however, is a wonderful 
exception. His conversion forces us to trust the work of 
Christ and not the work of baptism" (Lucado). 

Lucado does not know that the thief was "unbap
tized." We do know that John baptized a lot of 
people from "all the country of Judea and all Jerusa
lem" (Mark 1 :5). And we also know that Jesus' dis
ciples baptized more people than did John. Lucado 
knows, however, that the thief was unbaptized with 
the baptism commanded in Christ's great commis
sion. Therefore, Lucado must also confess that the 
thief could not yet have been baptized into Christ's 
death, buried with him, nor raised up with him 
(Rom. 6:3-4), for Christ was still on the cross. 

Could the thief trust the "finished work" of 
Christ? Jesus had not yet said, "It is finished." The 
thief was not subject to the commands of the Great 
Commission because that commission had not yet 
been issued; it was yet 53 days in the future. (Picky? 
Truth always passes the "pickiness" test.) Jesus died 
for the sins of the thief exactly the same way he died 
for the sins of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Those three 
men were truly "unbaptized heaven-bound souls." 
God had overlooked the sins of the faithful of the Old 
Testament era in forbearance and in anticipation of 
the "finished work of Christ" (Rom. 3:25). Jesus for-

gave the sins of the thief exactly how he had forgiven 
the sins of others during his ministry, that is, in antici
pation of God being justified for forgiveness of sins 
(past and future) by his Son's death on the cross. The 
thief is not an exception! If the thief was unbaptized, 
he was unbaptized like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
who will be sitting in the kingdom of heaven when we 
arrive (Matt. 8:11). Will moderns be able to use the 
thief or Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as excuses for not 
being baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the for
giveness of sins? (Acts 2:38). Saul of Tarsus could not 
use this excuse; he had to submit to the command of 
Christ in the great commission. 

Mter seeing and hearing Jesus, Saul of Tarsus had 
been praying continuously for three days when finally 
the preacher Ananias stood before him (Acts 9:9, 11). 
Jesus had already died for Saul's sins; that job was fin
ished. But when Ananias came to him, Saul had not yet 
received that forgiveness for which Christ died. Sit
ting in the house on the street called "Straight," Saul 
must have by now believed that the One he had seen 
and the One he had been persecuting, Jesus of 
Nazareth, was Christ the Lord. Saul had not yet called 
upon the name of the Lord, though praying for three 
days; he had not yet been baptized into Christ's death. 
He must have gladly received the message as welcome 
news when Ananias said, '~d now why do you wait, 
arise, and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Saul immedi
ately arose and was baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:27); 
he had his sins washed away while calling on the name 
of the Lord. The metaphor of the "wash" is an appro
priate one for immersion in water. Peter reminds us 
that it is not the putting away of the filth of the flesh 
(1 Pet. 3:21). When Saul arose from the watery grave 
he was raised to a newness of life, which he himself 
later described (Rom. 6:4). By faith Saul had become 
a child of God (Gal. 3:26-27); he had become there
cipient of the beneficent "operation of God" (Col. 
2:12). 

The preceding paragraphs attempt to compare 
and contrast the Holy Spirit's view of baptism with 
brother Lucado's view, as expressed in the interview 
printed in the Christian Chronicle last July. Since 
brother Lucado does not use the Spirit's words to ex
plain or describe the act of baptism, his teaching, 
consequently, does not reflect the Spirit's teaching 
on the subject. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I n an attempt to remake the church, some advo
cate placing·women in roles that the Bible re
serves for men. 

Lance Pape on his web page (www.gal328.org), 
in pressing for what he calls "gender justice," pro
poses that women should be placed in "traditionally 
masculine leadership roles and activities (deacon, el
der, minister, worship leader, preacher, teacher, 
etc.)." 

Katie Hayes, Lance Pape's wife, is the preacher 
for the West Islip church on Long Island, New York. 

Katie Hayes in an article entitled, An Encourag
ing Report From Abilene, Texas, details how she was 
invited to ACU to participate in a "ministry summit, 
an invitation-only event for about five dozen church 
of Christ ministers from around the country." The 
gist of her article is that the "mainstream churches of 
Christ, as represented by ACU," are now ready for 
female preachers and elders. At least, says Hayes, the 
door is cracked open. 

In February of this year, Mrs. Katie Hayes was 
again invited to ACU, this time to preach a full

. blown sermon at the daily chapel service. 
When the ultra-liberal Disciples of Christ were 

aborning out of the American attempt to restore the 
New Testament church there was a woman who 
preached on Lord's Day to an audience of men and 
women on a regular basis. (Her name, by· the way, 
was Anna Griffith.) This happened in the 1800s, so 
this is not new, but it is strange. The Disciples of 
Christ had cast aside the Bible as outmoded and no 
longer absolutely binding. They subscribed to the 
view that the Bible in its original manuscripts was 
fallible, containing mistakes and irregularities, and 
therefore its teaching is not compulsory. It was nec
essary for them to do this to bring into the worship 
and practice of the Christian Church things not au
thorized in scripture. This opened the gates to 
women preachers, instrumental music in worship of 
God, extra-congregational authority, and any other 
thing the heart of man might desire. The Disciples of 
Christ, sometimes called the Christian Church (to be 
distinguished from the Independent Christian 
Church) is now in a state of total decline and is about 
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to disappear from the religious landscape, having 
made itself entirely irrelevant. 

In this study we will consider what the Bible says 
about women serving the body of Christ as preachers 
and elders. 

Talking Points 
Two New Testament verses (1 Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 
2:12) put the question beyond reasonable dispute. 

In the book of First Corinthians the inspired 
writer discusses the assembly worship of the church 
from 1 Corinthians 10:16 to 16:2. In this section he 
discusses prayer (14:14-17); the Lord's Supper 
(10:16-21; and 11: 17-33); singing (14: 15); giving 
(16:1-2); and edification (14:1-40). In the process of 
this discussion, the apostle deals with some subordi
nate matters such as proper demeanor (1 Cor. 11:1-
16); spiritual gifts (12: 1 to 13:13); and conse
quences of corrupt worship (11 :29-30; and 14:23). 

The section dealing with the preaching portion of 
the assembly worship includes 1 Corinthians 14:34, 
which reads: "Let the women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; 
but let them be in subjection, as also saith the law." 

Please remember that in this section Paul is not 
dealing with singing, but is talking about the public 
proclamation of the sacred scriptures. Women, of 
course, may sing during assembly worship, but they 
may not preach. During the time when the scripture 
is read and explained, the women are to keep si
lence. 

The Bible also says, in 1 Timothy 2:11-15: 
Let a woman learn in quietness with all subjec
tion. But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to 
have dominion over a man, but to be in quiet
ness. For Adam was first formed, then Eve; and 
Adam was not beguiled, but the woman being 
beguiled hath fallen into transgression: but she 
shall be saved through her child-bearing, if they 
continue in faith and love and sanctification 
with sobriety. 

The larger context of this passage is: 
"Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply 

thy pain and thy conception; in pain thou shalt bring 
forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy hus
band, and he shall rule over thee" (Gen. 3:16). 



Paul says the woman must hold herself in re
spectful submission to the man. The reason is two
fold: (1) the man was first formed, and (2) the 
woman was beguiled and fell into temptation. The 
larger context says the woman would (1) bear chil
dren in pain, and (2) be in subjection to her husband. 

Woman's punishment, as a class, was to travail in 
reproducing. It is a given that if the woman is unmar
ried, or incapable of having children, she would be 
exempt from bearing children, but womankind must 
bear children in pain. Women, generally, suffer in re
producing, which is a constant reminder of her as
signed role. Exceptions prove the rule. This confirms 
woman's role as homemaker. 

The man's punishment was to earn his bread in 
the sweat of his face, but not all men do this - some 
are born to riches, and others with physical limita
tions that preclude manual labor, but men generally 
must earn their living at the price of toil. Exceptions 
do not disprove the rule. While in Eden, there was 
no necessity for physical labor, but now it is differ
ent. Men generally must work for a living which 
constantly reminds men of the first sin and its pun
ishment. This also confirms man's position as pro
vider and protector. (This may be one reason, by the 
way, why it is customary for the woman, upon mar
riage, to take her husband's surname.) 

It is generally conceded that the obvious and easy 
meaning of scripture is the correct understanding of 
any passage. 

One other thing, a woman cannot be an elder be
cause she cannot be the "husband of one wife" (1 
Tim 3:2). 

o•iedions Considered 
Objection: The sister of Moses led the women of Is
rael in a song of deliverance (Exod. 15:20-21). 

Response: Yes, but she took the women out of the 
congregation of both men and women and directed 
women only in the song of salvation. 

Objection: The virgin daughters of Philip proph
esied (Acts 21:9-1 0). 

Response: Yes, but to whom did they prophesy? 
Was it to both men and women or was it to women 
only? Or, perhaps, to children? The culture of the 
time did not cater to women's exercising dominion 
over a man. We know that most ladies of that day 
were meek and mild and in no way overbearing. 
They were submissive. 

Objection: Women have God-given gifts and 
should be allowed to display these gifts in any setting. 

Response: What if a woman has the gift of play
ing a fiddle? 

Objection: To deny women the right to serve the 
church as bishops and preachers dishonors and de
prives women. 

Response: Solomon discusses the virtuous woman 
(a woman of force - that is one who has great influ
ence and power) and says she is possessed of moral 
goodness, a counselor of her children, honest, God
fearing, frugal, intelligent, in subjection to her hus
band, and the heart of her husband can safely trust 
her. She is more valuable that precious gems and is 
herself a jewel (Prov. 11:11-31). 

Conclusion 
"If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of 
the teaching, whether it is of God, or (whether) I 
speak from myself." 

Paul's instructions are too plain to be misunder
stood. 

If our disposition is to honor God, we will obey 
him. It is not difficult to understand the teaching of 1 
Corinthians 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:12. The prob
lem is not with the teaching but it is with the human 
heart, which is "deceitful above all things, and it is 
exceedingly corrupt: who can know it? (Jer. 17:9). 

"They that are perverse in heart are an abomina
tion to Jehovah; But such as are perfect in their way 
are his delight" (Prov. 11 :20). 

Lance Pape, husband to Katie Hays, says on his 
web page in a section called "Frequently Raised Ob
jections," wrote: 

What about 1 Timothy 2: 11-15 and 1 Corin
thians 14:33b-36? Shouldn't it tell you some
thing that you have to work so hard to 'explain 
away' texts like these? The plain sense of these 
texts seems clear enough. 

Pape then undertakes to answer the objection -
and, amazingly, this is what he wrote: 

The reasons are too complicated to be explained 
in this context. For a detailed annotated bibliog
raphy of the relevant literature see our 'Reading' 
page. 

When we turn to his "reading page" we find a 
long list of books that do not deal forthrightly with 
the two passages, but that do throw a lot of dust in 
the air, and follow the example of Lance Pape in es
caping the issue by dodging the question. Maybe 
brother Pape should ask sister Hayes at home. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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The Father of Our Country Honored God 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

I n contrast to the current attitude toward God, 
the Father of our Country, George Washington, 
was unashamed to exalt God. In his 1789 

"Thanksgiving Proclamation," he frequently refers 
to God and His Providence. This is illustrated by his 
reference to "Almighty God," "obey His will," "great 
and glorious Being," "great Lord and Ruler of Na
tions" and "signal favors of Almighty God." 

The following is the full proclamation to enable us 
to see how far our religious nation and its leaders have 
drifted into secularism. A court has ruled "under 
God" in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag is uncon
stitutional, which shows how far away from "faith in 
God" our country has changed. We should pray for 
our government leaders to return to the basics of the 
Bible. 

Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men, for kings and all who are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peace
able life in all godliness and reverence. For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Sav
ior, who desires all men to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. For there is one 
God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:1-5 NKJV) 

Read and weep as one reads the document by 
President Washington to see the departure. 

George Washington's 
1789 Thanksgiving Proclamation 

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge 
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, 
to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to im
plore His protection and favor; and Whereas both 
Houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, 
requested me "to recommend to the people of the 
United States a day of public thanksgiving and 
prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grate
ful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty 
God, especially by affording them an opportunity 
peaceably to establish a form of government for 
their safety and happiness:" 

Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign 
Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to be de-
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voted by the people of these States to the service of 
that great and glorious Being who is the beneficent 
author of all the good that was, that is, or that will 
be, that we may then all unite in rendering unto 
Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind 
care and protection of the people of this country 
previous to their becoming a nation; for the signal 
and manifold mercies and the favorable interposi
tion of His providence in the course and conclusion 
of the late war; for the great degree of tranquility, 
union, and plenty which we have since enjoyed, for 
the peaceable and rational manner in which we have 
been enable to establish constitutions of government 
for our safety and happiness, and particularly the 
national one now lately instituted, for the civil and 
religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the 
means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful 
knowledge, and, in general, for all the great and 
various favors which He has been pleased to confer 
upon us. 

And also that we may then unite in most humbly 
offering our prayers and supplications to the great 
Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech Him to par
don our national and other transgressions; to enable 
us all, whether in public or private stations, to per
form our several and relative duties properly and 
punctually; to render our National Government a 
blessing to all the people by constantly being a Gov
ernment of wise, just, and constitutional laws, dis
creetly and faithfully executed and obeyed; to pro
tect and guide all sovereigns and nations (especially 
such as have shown kindness to us), and to bless 
them with good governments, peace, and concord; 
to promote the knowledge and practice of true reli
gion and virtue, and the increase of science among 
them and us, and, generally to grant unto all man
kind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He 
alone knows to be best. 

Given under my hand, at the city of New York, 
the 3rd day of October, A.D. 1789, (signed) G. 
Washington 371 Mill St. 
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Potpourri ••. 
Oinked 

0 Example of 21 st_century socialist thinking: 
"England's farmers must keep their pigs happy wi~h 
toys and straw or face a big fine," reports Reuters tn 
London. "Farmers have been told to put a football, 
metal chains, or hay in their pigsties to provide 'envi
ronmental enrichment' and stop pigs from getting 
bored and attacking each other ... anyone breaking 
the rules faces a fine up to 2,500 pounds." (Editor's 
comment: First a question: Must the football be made 
of pigskin? Now a comment in the form of two ques
tions: Is this the result of accepting the evolutionary 
baloney that humans are merely high-grade animals, 
and animals are simply low-grade humans? If yes, is 
such thinking fair to the pigs?) 

Hubristic 
tlMarvin Olasky was once a Godless communist, 

but changed and now believes in the Bible as the in
fallible and inerrant word of God. He is in a denomi
national affiliation (unfortunately). Anyway, he now 
serves as a full professor of journalism at the Univer
sity of Texas at Austin. Pr9fessor Olasky took note of 
a Texas Tech professor, Michael Dini, who refuses to 
give recommendations for students to enter graduate 
school unless they accept the evolutionary hypoth
esis on the origin of humans. Dini wonders out loud 
(on his internet Web Page), "How can someone who 
denies the theory of evolution - the very pinnacle 
of modern biological science - ask to be recom
mended into a scientific profession by a professional 
scientist?" Olasky points to a bookshelf stacked with 
critiques of evolution by professional scientists, and 
calls Dini's position a display of "arrogance and ig
norance" (Word magazine, Feb. 15, 2003). 

Lectures on the Holy Spirit 
with charts and diagrams 
by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. Cotham confronts the false 
doctrines prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what the Bible teaches 
about the Holy Spirit. BKCROI, pback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

IJS 
0 The Evangelical Theological Society has voted 

to challenge the membership of John Sanders and 
Clark Pinnock because these professors promoted 
proposals "incompatible with inerrancy" of t~e 
Bible. Inerrancy and the Trinity constitute the doctn
nal basis of the ETS (Christianity Today, Jan. 2003). 

Bigots? 
OThe Ayatollah Mohsen Mujtahed Shabesari of 

Iran is upset with Jerry Fallwell, Pat Robertson, and 
Franklin Graham for saying that Islam seeks to "domi
nate and destroy, and is very wicked." Shabesari 
sought to disprove these notions by calling for the 
three to be killed (Reason magazine, Feb. 2003). 

lelative? 
0 For decades, the myth of relativism - that 

what is true for you may not be true for me - has 
paralyzed Americans' intelligence, ethics, and reli
gion. 

Religious relativism, one would think, has been 
struck a blow, as we learn more and more about the 
theology of the Islamic terrorism Surely there is a 
difference between a religious education that teaches 
little children to hate, kill, and commit suicide, and 
the lessons of a typical Christian Sunday school. A 
religion of utter oppression that practices murderous 
jihad against innocent bystanders is surely not "just 
as valid" as one that promotes love, justice, and free
dom. 

And yet, relativism dies hard. Many Americans 

45th Anniversary 

Dinesdlle Chureh of Christ 

We would like to welcome all of you to join 
us on October 19 for a day of worship and fel
lowship and for our gospel meeting continu
ing through Wednesday the 22. 

We are especially interested in reaching the 
military families who worshiped with us while 
serving at Ft. Stewart, Georgia. 

P.O. Box 564 • Hinesville, GA 31310 
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persist in their relativism in the face of all evidence, 
and religious relativism may be stronger than ever. 

Conviction 
@"I was astounded to see that by and large the 

growing churches are those that we ordinarily call 
conservative. And when I looked at those that were 
declining, most were moderate or liberal churches. 
And the more liberal the denomination, by most 
people's definition, the more they were losing." So 
says the director of the decennial study of church 
membership conducted by the Glenmary Research 
Center and sponsored by the Association of Statisti
cians of American Religious Bodies. His surprise is 
surprising. Dean Kelley, explained the phenomenon 
in his book Why Conservative Churches Are Grow
ing. People are attracted to churches that offer clear 
teaching and require a high level of commitment. 
The fastest growing bodies in the past decade are the 
Mormons (up 19.1 percent since 1990), the 
Churches of Christ (up 18.6 percent, and not to be 
confused with the United Church of Christ), Assem
blies of God (up 18.5 percent), Catholic (up 16.2 
percent}, followed at a distance by Southern Baptist 
(up 4.9 percent} and Jewish (up 2.7 percent). 

Good for Her 
@Patricia Heaton (award-winning co-star of Ev

erybody Loves Raymond) walked out of the Ameri
can Music Awards because as she waited to go on, 
everyone in attendance and the national TV audi
ence were subjected to one lewd and crude innuendo 
after another. "I'm no prude, but this was such a vul
gar and disgusting show," Ms. Heaton said, "and I 
just thought, 'I'm not going to be part of this. So I 
walked out" (World, Feb. 8, 2003). 

American Porn 
@ Pornography has grown into a $10 billion busi

ness - bigger than the NFL, NBA, and major league 
baseball combined- and some of the nation's best
known corporations are quietly sharing the profits. 

Companies like General Motors, AOL Time 
Warner and Marriott earn revenue by piping adult 
movies into Americans' homes and hotel rooms, but 
you won't see anything about it in their company re
ports. 

And you won't hear them talking about the pro
duction companies that actually make the films- or 
the performers the producers hire, men and women 
as young as 18, for sex that is often unprotected. 

General Motors, through its subsidiary DirecTv, 
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delivers hard- and soft-core porn to homes via satel
lite. Communications giant Comcast supplies various 
kinds of porn to homes via pay-per-view. And AOL 
Time Warner owns a cable company that offers 
erotic programming from Playboy and other outlets, 
including hard-core. 

One major hotel chain, Omni, stopped showing 
adult movies in its owned-and-operated hotels in 
1999, citing its commitment to "family values ." It 
encourages its franchisees to do the same. The com
pany estimated it lost $1 million in annual revenue 
(ABC News, Jan. 28, 2003). 

Bad Consequences 
!il"ldeas have consequences, and bad ideas have 

bad consequences. The ideas behind sex education 
have done more to destroy biblically based moral 
values than any other secular force in America. 

"[T]he result has been rampant premarital sex 
among students leading tO unwanted pregnancy, abor
tion, single parenthood, sexually transmitted diseases, 
physical abuse and even murder of sexual partners, 
increased sexual perversion, children living in poverty 
without fathers, emotional turmoil, drug addiction, 
depression, the proliferation of pornography. 

Brown 
Trail 



"What's the solution? According to the sexolo
gists, we need more sex education, not less. And so 
politicians have decided to help by injecting federal 
funds into sexuality programs for schools. The result 
is that sex education has become raunchier, more 
disgusting, and more blasphemous of traditional val
ues (Samuel Blumenfeld, writing on "Sex ed and the 
destruction of American morality," Saturday in 
WorldNetDaily at www. worldnetdaily.com). 

Candy Canes 

fl Seven high school students in Westfield, 
Mass., have been suspended solely for passing out 
candy canes containing religious messages. 

The students decided to pass out candy canes to 
their fellow students. The candy had attached mes
sages containing Scripture verses. 

The students asked their principal for permission 
to distribute the candy canes during non-class time. 
The principal refused the request, saying that the 
Christian message contained in the literature may be 
"offensive" to other students. 

The students determined that they would distrib
ute the small gifts, handing out about 450 candy 
canes to fellow students during non-class time. 

After these seven students returned from Christ
mas break on January 2, they were summoned to the 
principal's office and told that they would be sus
pended for their actions. 

Mathew Staver filed a federal lawsuit against the 
Westfield Public Schools, the superintendent and 
principal. The lawsuit requests that the policy and 
actions of the school district and officials be declared 
unconstitutional and that the suspensions be imme
diately removed from the files. 

Staver, who has represented dozens of students 
in similar cases, notes that as far back as 1969, the 
U.S. Supreme Court declared that public school stu
dents do not shed their constitutional rights when 
they enter the schoolhouse gate. Why should they? 

Biblical - Christian - Educational 
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These students are citizens under the Constitution 
and are protected by the First Amendment right to 
freedom of speech and freedom of religion. 

The fact is, students have the right to free speech 
in the form of verbal or written expression during 
non-instructional class time. And yes, students have 
just as much right to speak on religious topics as they 
do on secular topics. 

School officials may not censor religious or 
Christian messages solely because another person 
might be "offended." 

Church-Slate Separation 
flFREDERICKSBURG, Va.- Supreme Court jus

tice Antonio Scalia complained Sunday that courts 
have gone overboard in keeping God out of govern
ment. 

Scalia, speaking at a religious ceremony, said the 
constitutional wall between church and state has 
been misinterpreted both by the Supreme Court and 
lower courts. 

The rally-style event drew a lone protester, who 
silently held a sign promoting the separation of 
church and state. 

"The sign back here which says 'Get religion out 
of government,' can be imposed on the whole coun
try. I have no problem with that philosophy being 
adopted democratically. If the gentleman holding the 
sign would persuade all of you of that, then we could 
eliminate 'under God' from the Pledge of Allegiance. 
That could be democratically done," said Scalia. 

The rest of the crowd repeatedly cheered Scalia, 
whose son, Paul, is a priest at a nearby Catholic 
church. The justice, also a Catholic, is a father of 
nine. 

The Constitution says the government cannot 
"establish" or promote religion, but Scalia said the 
framers did not intend for God to be stripped from 
public life. 

"That is contrary to our whole tradition, to 'in 
God we trust' on the coins, to (presidential) Thanks
giving proclamations, to (congressional) chaplains, 
to tax exemption for places of worship, which has al
ways existed in America" (Gina Holland, Associated 
Press Writer, Jan. 12, 2003). 

Depopulation Disaster 
Olf Russia's sharply declining birth rate is any in

dication, depopulation, and not an overabundance 
of humans straining earth's resources, is the real 
threat humanity faces. 

Russia, writes Dr. Herbert London, president of 
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Hudson Institute and the John M. Olin Professor of 
Humanities at New York University, is providing a 
lesson for the world of the dangers of depopulation. 

And the. problem of depopulation isn't merely 
Russia's- the whole Western world is facing a crisis 
of declining populations. Canada's National Post 
columnist Mark Steyn recently wrote that Italy's 
population decline matches Russia's. 

"Because the state needs a birth rate of 2.1 chil
dren to maintain a stable population," Steyn revealed. 
"In Italy, it's now 1.2. Twenty years ago, a million 
babies were born there each year. Now it's half a mil
lion. And the fewer babies you have today, the fewer 
babies are around to have babies in 20 years. 

"Once you're as far down the death spiral as Italy 
is, it's hard to reverse. Most European races are going 
to be out of business in a couple more generations." 

Noting the Wall Street ]ournafs prediction Jan. 
24 that "The world's population could decline by 
nearly 5 00 million people by 207 5," London wrote 
in the Hudson Institute's American Outlook, "As no-
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table as this statistic is, it pales in comparison to the 
demographic condition in Russia at the moment. 

"The most recent predictions indicate a decline 
in the Russian population of twenty million people 
in the next decade due to an excessively low birth
rate of 1.2 children per family (well below replace
ment level) and a rise in the death rate because of 
widespread alcoholism and the spread of disease. 

"According to one Professor Antonov, 'Two 
thirds of Russian territory is settled now as sparsely 
as it was in the Neolithic Age: less than one person 
per square kilometer. In other words, east of the 
Urals, a demographic wasteland is superimposed on 
the geographic wasteland."' 

London blames "a dramatic decline in the desire 
for reproduction among the younger generation," 
explaining that "the prevalence of one-child families, 
the decline in the number of recorded marriages, the 
increase in cohabitation, and the rise in divorce are 
all symptoms of this condition." 

Breakdown of the Family 
London ascribes much of the problem to "the virtual 
breakdown of the traditional family." Another 
source, he warns, is an emerging belief "virtually un
challenged in social science that divorce and 'only
children families' are actually desirable conditions 
that must be protected. An undeclared war is being 
conducted against those who identify a crisis in the 
family and a resulting demographic implosion." 

As a result of all of this, "if nothing dramatic oc
curs in Russia, to encourage larger families, the re
treat from childbearing will continue and accelerate. 
Two children in a family will certainly no longer be 
the norm and, as a consequence, Russia could be
come a nation of only one hundred million in thirty 
years {it is about 149 million today)." 

This sharp decline, London predicts, "could decide 
Russia's geopolitical fate. A decline of fifty million 
people could undermine the territorial integrity of that 
vast nation." The decline could also "undermine any 
effort to create industrial market capitalism, which 
depends on mass production and mass markets." 

Accompanying the collapse of the family, London 
said, is a social atmosphere that produces "a revision 
in cultural perspectives has led to an unprecedented 
level of prestige bestowed on homosexual behavior as 
well as evidence of an increased rate of suicide." 

Such conditions, he warned "not only threaten 
the familial foundation of civilization, but human 
self-preservation itself." 



Russia, along with much of the West, "is in the 
midst of an historic revolution that is weakening the 
family, devaluing the role of children, and threaten
ing depopulation .... It is no exaggeration to con
tend that Russia's future, and perhaps the fate of 
other nations, depends on the restoration of family
and child- centered lives. Relentless drives for con
sumer gratification and self-fulfillment have taken 
us down a path that threatens societal well being," 
he wrote. 

Steyn's outlook is even gloomier, and he blames 
abortion as one of the prime causes of depopulation. 
"A society whose political class elevates 'a woman's 
right to choose' above 'go forth and multiply' is a so
ciety with a death wish," he wrote. And "today we're 
the endangered species, not the spotted owl. We're 
the dwindling resource, not the oil" {NewsMax.com, 
Thur., Feb. 6, 2003 ), 

Gay Legislative Caucus 
$SACRAMENTO- In a sign of the growing clout 

of the gay rights movement, California ·lawmakers 
have formed what is believed to be the first official gay 
and lesbian state legislative caucus in the nation. 

Led by Assemblywoman Christine Kehoe, D-San 
Diego, the caucus held its first news conference yes
terday to promote bills to expand the rights available 
to domestic partners, ba1:1 gender-based discrimina
tion in housing and employment, and prohibit the 
state from contracting with businesses that provide 
benefits to spouses, but not domestic partners. 

The official status of the group, called the Les
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Caucus, means 
that a legislative staffer is assigned part time to serve 
the organization. 

Opponents say the new organization is another 
sign of the movement's overly aggressive nature. 

"They are looking for public acceptance for 
something that the public has never accepted before 
and I just don't think it's going to happen," said Art 
Croney, lobbyist for the Committee on Moral Con
cerns. "The average California citizen is nowhere 
near as far left as what you've heard here." 

Croney said his organization is considering 
launching a ballot measure aimed at rolling back 
some of the recently passed state laws that provide 
more rights to same-sex couples. 

In 2000, California voters approved Proposition 
22, which prohibits the state from recognizing same
sex marriages (Union-Tribune Publishing, Jan. 28, 
2003). 

ulug Chaser" Mds Story Disputed 
tlA magazine's claim that 25 percent of newly 

HIV-positive homosexual men sought infection with 
the virus for erotic reasons has set off a dispute with 
homosexual advocates and public-health officials. 

Rolling Stone asserts that about 10,000, or 25 per
cent, of the 40,000 new infections recorded each year 
in the United States are homosexual men who deliber
ately seek out infected partners so they can contract 
AIDS. 

Health officials and homosexual groups acknowl
edge that the phenomenon known as "bug chasing" is 
real, but insist that the assertions in Rolling Stone ex
aggerate the number of men who have become in
fected this way (Washington Times, Jan. 24, 2003). 

My Son, the •apper 
tl'~s a mom and a humanitarian, I like to ex

plore just what America's teen-age boys are thinking 
about, and how we can stop them. I saw '8 Mile,' 
which stars Eminem as the nicest, most downtrod
den boy in his trailer park, the one with dreams of 
becoming a big-time rapper; he's the Fanny Brice of 
hip-hop. 

'~er seeing '8 Mile,' I asked myself, would I be 
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upset if my child wanted to be a rap star? On his 
CDs, Eminem raps about how hard it is to be idol
ized by deranged fans and how he's always misun
derstood by the press; he also goes after other pop 
stars like Moby and Christina Aguilera. 

"Eminem's issues are basically those of any plati
num-selling multimillionaire, so I'm telling my kids 
to start rhyming immediately - Mama needs a 
condo in South Beach. My daughter pointed out that 
Eminem also does songs about wanting to murder 
his mother because she was so neglectful, but I re-

Dickson 
New Analytical 
Study Bible 
KJV 

With over 800 pages of study helps in a clear and easy to 
find format, this study Bible makes it easy fo r anyone to 
gain an understanding of the Word of God. 

Features: 
• Analytical chart to each book of the Bible 
• Outline summary of each book 
• Contemporary history at the end of certain books 
• Teachings of Jesus 
• A historical study of Bible translations 
• Book introductions 
• Calendar/daily reading plan 
• Concordance 
• Cross references 
• Dictionary 

Maps 
• Presentation page 
• Red letter 
• Ribbon marker 

Family record section 

1968 pages • size 6" x 9" • Bible cover size #1 1 (large) 

0529-06194-5 Hardcover .......................................... $29.99 
0529-062 14-3 Hardcover, Indexed ............................. 36.99 
0529-06199-6 Black Bonded Leather ......................... 49.99 
0529-062 19-4 Black Bonded Leather Indexed .......... 56.99 
0529-06200-3 Burgundy Bonded Leather .................. 49.99 
0529-06220-8 Burgundy Bonded Leather Indexed ... 56.99 
0529-06203-8 Black Cowhide .................................... 59.99 
0529-06222-4 Black Cowhide Indexed ...................... 66.99 
0529-06296-8 Burgundy Cowhide ............................. 59.99 
0529-06298-4 Burgundy Cowhide Indexed ............... 66.99 

Your name in gold ... $4.00 per line 

$4.50 shipping &handling 
Texas residents add 8 .25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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plied that this could all be worked out on 'Dr. Phil"' 
(Libby Gelman-Waxner, writing on "Eminem Makes 
Friends," in the February issue of Premiere). 

Religious Schools Forced to Hire Satanists 
®Thousands of religious schools, charities and 

other organizations will be forced to employ Satanists 
and atheists if Big Brother has its way. 

The proposed laws are - of course!- based on a 
decree from the European Union, dominated by Ger
many and France. 

A report from Christian Institute notes the laws 
would restrict the freedom of religious organizations 
to employ only the faithful. 

Christian Institute fumed: "While the Vegetarian 
Society can refuse to employ meat-eaters and the 
RSPCA can sack an executive who is found to have 
invested in the fur trade, churches which employ 
Christians could now face legal action for doing so. 
They could face the possibility of crippling legal ac
tions just for following their beliefs" (London Daily 
News, Jan. 28, 2003). 

Sexual Socialism 
{il"Monrgomery County, Md., is one of the most 

liberal places in the United States. Its taxes are among 
the highest. Its liberal Democratic political machine is 
state of the art. So it is the perfect chosen residence for 
a lesbian couple having their 15 minutes of fame. 

"One of the women, Helen Rubin, 33, gave birth 
just after midnight on Jan. 1 in Fairfax, Va., to the first 
baby born in 2003 in the Washington metro area. 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience - James 2:14-26 

• Repent-Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism - Mark 16: 16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

•Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts .. J8-4 7 

0 Be fai thful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 O; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- He b. 6:19 



Rubin had been artificially inseminated by 'a friend;' 
according to front-page articles in major dailies. The 
mother's partner, Joanna Bare, 35, could not legally 
adopt the baby girl in Virginia, so the couple moved to 
Bethesda, Md. 

"Most socialist revolutionaries are also sexual 
revolutionaries, because the strength of families pre
sents an obstacle to the growth of the state. Sexual 
relations outside marriage weaken the family, provid
ing opportunity for social engineers and more govern
ment. As Montgomery County moves closer to out
right socialism, it will be a magnet for those who reject 
the designs of nature and nature's God" (Robert 
Knight, writing on ''Fatherless by design in Maryland,,, 
Tuesday, WorldNetDaily at www.worldnetdaily.com). 

lired for lnvolting God 
t?lA Vietnam combat veteran was fired from his 

job as an honor guardsman at a New Jersey veteran's 
cemetery after he said the phrase "God bless you and 
this family" during a burial service last fall. 

Patrick Cubbage, 54, of Philadelphia, says his su
pervisor told him not to offer the religious blessing 
because it might offend families who are not Chris
tian. Mr. Cubbage, who is an evangelical Christian, 
insists that he was operating within the federal rules 
for honor guards and is challenging his dismissal. 

"We're one nation under God," Mr. Cubbage 
said. "You're going to tell me millions and millions 
of people can't have God present with them because 
one person might be offended? That's ludicrous." 

Mr. Cubbage's attorney said, "Mr. Cubbage got 
fired for saying the same words President Bush said in 
his address about the loss of the Space Shuttle Colum
bia." (This story based in part on wire service reports.) 

II Was Good for Paul and Silas 
O"Not until the 1960s, however, did evangelicals 

start to engage the culture. They did so, [historian 
D.G. Hart] explains, in response to well-known secu
larizing trends. Evangelicals made protecting the fam
ily and opposing secular humanism high priorities. 
Starting in 1980, they pushed for the election of con
servatives and the adoption of conservative social 
policies. They penetrated the popular culture as well: 
Among other examples [in his new book, 'That Old 
Time Religion], Mr. Hart cites evangelical fiction (the 
'Left Behind' series) and contemporary Christian 
music (Amy Grant) .... 

"By failing to distinguish between the religious 
and the nonreligious (the sacred and the secular, the 
temporal and eternal), evangelicals put too much of 

their energy into trying to make America into the 
Kingdom of God and too little into the church" (Terry 
Eastland, writing on "Saving Souls- And Society," 
Jan. 14 in the Wall Street Journal). 

fo le or Nof fo le 
OA federal judge held that South Carolina's 

"Choose Life" plates are unconstitutional because 
they provide no forum for opposing views. So State 
Representative John Graham Altman playfully pro
posed an alternate design" the "Choose Death" plate 
(World, Feb. 8, 2003 ). Fp 

~ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. L. Whiteside 

Volume 1, 773 pgs. 
The Bible; Creation; Adam and Eve; The Flood; Abra· 
ham; The Covenants; The Apostles; The Great Commis. 
sion; The First Sermon; Obedience; Disobedience; 
Grace; The Lord's Supper. 

Volume 2, 767 pgs. 
Isaac, Jacob, Esau; Joseph; Deliverance of Israel from 
Bondage; Deliverance from Sin; The Ten Command· 
ments; Prayer; The First Chapter of Acts; The Jerusalem 
Church; Conversion of the Samaritans; Faith; Justifica· 
lion by Faith; Repentance; Partakers of the Divine Na· 
ture. 

Volume 3, 158 pgs. 
What Is the Church?; Establishment of the Church; How 
to Become a Member of the Church; Mission of the 
Church; Unity; The Lord's Day Meeting; Elders; Disci· 
pline; The Sabbath; Sabbath or lord's Day, Which?; 
Church Finances; Instrumental Music. 

Volume 4, 776 pgs. 
The Divine Origin of Christianity; Nature of Man; Events 
of Sinai; The Tabernacle; John the Baptist; Miraculous 
Manifestation of the Spirit; The Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Conversion; The Heart; Conversion of the Eunuch; Ac· 
tion of Baptism; letter to the Church at Ephesus. 

Volume 5, 767 pgs. 
The Wilderness Journey; Names and Titles of Christ; The 
Great Salvation; What Must I Do to Be Saved?; Infant 
Baptism; The Church at Corinth; Conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus; Conversion of Cornelius; Soldiers of Christ; The 
Second Coming of Christ; Eternal Life. 

$10.99 ea • s&h $3.50/onevol., 
$.50/ea. additional vol. 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

C.R. Nichol said of Robertson Whiteside, "His critical mind 
and power of reasoning have afforded him an insight into the 
teaching of the Bible that few men have. His implicit faith in 
God has led him to seek to know only what the will of God 
is, that he might comply with it and teach it without 
faltering." 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Does Matthew 19:9 apply today or 
aid it apply only to the Jewish dispensation? 

A nswer: The purpose of assigning the teaching of 
..l"'lMatthew 19 :9 to the Mosaic Period is to dis
pense with Matthew 19:9: ''And I say to you, who
ever divorces his wife, except for fornication , and 
marries another commits adultery; and whoever 
marries her who is divorced commits adultery." 

The hermeneutical reasons for applying this 
word of Jesus (Matt. 19:9} to today are sound. 

First, Jesus rooted this saying not in the Ten 
Commandments, not in the Law of Moses, but in 
creation, in the beginning. 

''At the beginning," he said, God made them male 
and female and gave his will concerning the marital 
union, ''A man shall leave his father and mother and 
cleave to his wife and they shall be one flesh," citing 
Genesis 2:24 (Matt. 19:4-5). Jesus implies that, since 
the two have become one, it is God who made them 
one, and he decrees, "What God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder" (Matt. 19:6}. 

Second, Jesus is not interpreting the Law of 
Moses to those under the law, he is superseding the 
law with the authority of his own word, "I say to 
you" (Matt. 19:9}. 
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STONES & BONES 
By Carl Wieland 

This concise, information-packed booklet explains the 
evolution vs. creation debate in a nutshell. From 
radiometric dating, fossils, DNA, mutations to puzzling 
questions (Where did Cain get his wife?), and much 
more. Ideally suited for home and church studies. High 
school- adult 0-89051 -175-6 pb, 48 pgs. 

$2.99 • plus $2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation. 
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When Jesus cited what God said in Genesis, 
which the Pharisees correctly understood to mean 
"one man for one woman for life," they objected by 
citing Moses: "Why did Moses command to give a 
certificate of divorce and to put her away?" Jesus 
said, "Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 
permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so." Then comes the words of 
Matthew 19:9. 

He acknowledged what Moses said, but super
seded it based on what God said in the beginning and 
on his own authoritative word. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

Excellent Bible songs for children 

Each Little Dewdrop 
new songs for young hearts 
by Charlotte E. Couchman 

34 acappella songs including: 
Books of the Old Testament 
Genesis 
Enoch Walked with God 
Exodus 
Fire on the Mountain 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Joshua 
Judges 
El ijah Spoke for God 
God's Servant Job 
God Knows me 
Isaiah's Call 
The Valley of Dry Bones 
Obadiah 
Eutychus 
My Sheep Hear My Voice 
We Are Part of God's Plan 

CD CDCII8 .......... . ..... .............. ..... ..................... $11.99 
Audio tape ATTI78 ............................................................. 8 .99 
Book BKBIIS .............................................................................. 4. 99 

$2.25 s&h for CD, tape, or book 
$3.00 book with tape or CD • Texas res. add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 995 18. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 l ith Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-492 1. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

Sebastian - I 045 Main St. Sun. I 0, 11 a.m., 6 
p.m. (561) 589-5140. Michael Dykes, evangelist. 

-Georgia -
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (I. I miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland -
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507,20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, II a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
easr of Woodfield Rd. (Rr. 124) on Rr. 108. 
damascuschurchofchrisr@mris.com 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p. m. (4 17) 334-3866. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Farmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
373-5583 H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University o f Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-621 1. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, I I 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- · 
8232, George Serb, local contact (5 10) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake Ciry Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 :30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exir 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 Sourh Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne - Church ar North Melbourne, 3215 
Auro ra Rd. 32934. Sun. 9 :30, 10:3 0 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact j oe Tyler (32 1) 254-2261. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64 133 raytowncofc.org (8 16)353-3873 

Larger print than standard dictionaries 

Merriam-Webster 's 
Collegiate 
Dictionary: 
Larger Format 
10m edition 

This is the size of print in dictionary. 

Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
087779711 0 

$34.99 
$4.5 0 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari"9 & Sftari"9 
News fetter 

Al low other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord . 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 

- Ohio -
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Ncar WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carol ina -
Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee-
Chattanooga - Easr Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 jusr off Hwy. 11 1. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wi lmoth preachers. On rhe campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 11 01 W. Church Sr., Exir off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671 -2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd . 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Mai n, 75 146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1/2 mi. easr o f 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.ner, C. j . Moffit, evangelist. 
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Nichol's Pocket Bihle 
Encyclopedia 
(t:JIIIrpd edition} 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered In this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 57/o'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOI 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas rasidents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q,nestions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lee· 
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $14.95 
Vol. 2 ........... eKJL02$19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundati on 

Ready Answers 
to ReHgious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx514') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

c_nan\eC a SJ?rophet of Goa 
by Rex A. TUrner Sr. 
Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age Is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% lax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit.' 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that all these religious people disagree, including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 · $3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
t ionism so clearly that it is under
stand able lor young and old alike. 
revised,pb, 176pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Fi rm Foundation 

1·888-367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a full 
page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 

This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
It, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 
choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 

the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you I 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to 
a very d ifficult subject, an excellent 
study on the Holy Spirit and his work. 
Brother Winters shows through the 
scriptures that the Holy Spirit indwells 
and works through Christians now 
indirectly, that is through inspired truth, 
clearly refuting the belief of a literal 
indwelling. BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

IE; .. 
I ~ I 

Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's Firat People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$12.99 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm "'· ... ~• • 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Finm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
Instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek tenms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Seeking a motivated, mature in the faith preacher 
for a small congregation located in Farmington 
Hills, Michigan. Attendance is approximately 80-
100. Farmington Hills is 33.4 sq. miles with a 
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A Study of John 3:16 
By Dr. John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

J
ohn 3:16 has often been referred to as "the 

golden text of the Bible." How true! It has also 
been called "the most loved verse of the Bible." 
Virtually everyone knows where this verse is 

found in the Bible. Unfortunately, many religious-
minded people do not understand this very important 
verse. Many have twisted and perverted its true mean
ing. Some have allowed the perverted meaning to di
rect their lives in the wrong way. This perversion will 
cost many their eternal souls. How sad! Let us study 
this verse in-depth. 

Who said John 3:16? 
Many red letter editions of the Bible will put this 
passage (John 3:16-21) in red. This is supposed to 
signify that Jesus said the words. But did Jesus actu
ally say these words in John 3 :16-21? Probably not. 
However, the probability that Jesus did not say these 
words does not change the truth of the message. 
T here is a movement in and out of our brother
hood to hold the words of Jesus in higher esteem 
than other New Testament writers. This is fa lse doc
trine. All scripture is inspired. Some preachers are 
preaching, "Let's get to the red stuff." We must real
ize that the words of the apostles and prophets in 
the New Testament do not supplant Jesus; they 
supplement Jesus. It is simply false teaching to 
hold what Jesus said over and above Paul, John, Pe
ter, etc. The other New Testament writers were 
guided by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:11-16; 2 Tim. 

3 :16-17; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). They wrote divine truth 
approved by God Almighty. 

An Analysis of John 3:16 
The word for is from the Greek word gar which is a 
causal conjunction (Dana and Mantey) . Nigel Turner 
said that gar is used in an explanatory way in 90 per
cent of its occurrences. Westcott says it means to ex
plain. Arndt and Gingrich state it is used to express 
cause, inference, continuation, or to explain. 
Hendrickson says gar establishes a causal relation be
tween v. 16 and v. 15. T he cause of "eternal life" in v. 
15 is that God gave his son. Verse 16 explains why 
and how we can have eternal life. 

The word loved is from the Greek verb egapesen 
which is from agapao. In Greek this verb is placed 
before the subject. This out of order construction 
signifies the emphasis and importance of the verb 
" loved." John is really emphasizing the love of God. 
Verses like John 15:13; Romans 5:8; 8:32; 1 John 
3:16; 4:10 emphasize God loves us. We should never 
forget that or take it for granted. Does God continue 
to love us? Yes! But, "loved" is a past tense verb. This 
verb is pointing back to the cross where Jesus exem
plified God's greatest love for us (John 15:13). 

The word world means all mankind or all people. 
Jesus died for the sins of all people - not just the 
elect. (Consider 1 John 2:2; Heb. 2 :9; 1 Tim. 2:4-6; 
4: 10; 2 Pet. 3:9; and 1 John 4:14.) 

The phrase only begotten has been the battle
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Trembling 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I t is possible to be, at the same time, afraid 
and unafraid. It is only when we are afraid 
of things that deserve our shock and awe 

that we will be unafraid of all evil. 
We need to fear God, his word, and our 

own weakness. When we do that, we have no 
fear of the future, of malignant demons of dark
ness, and of physical death itself. 

In Christ our perfect love will cast out all 
unworthy fears and leave us with peace, perfect 
peace. Our hearts will be gripped, not with dread and trepidation, 
but with calmness and confidence. 

There is no fear in love: but perfect love casteth out fear, be
cause fear hath punishment; and he that feareth is not made per
fect in love (1 John 4:18). 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7). 

If Jesus is our High Priest, our Advocate, our Mediator, our 
Intercessor then we have nothing on earth or in heaven to dismay, 
alarm, or horrify us. To the profound reverse, if we are in Christ 
we can tread the very courts of God without alarm, but in all con
fidence, buoyancy, poise, and assurance. 

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holy 
place by the blood of Jesus, by the way which he dedicated for 
us, a new and living way, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
and having a great priest over the house of God; let us draw near 
with a true heart in fulness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience: and having our body washed with pure 
water, let us hold fast the confession of our hope that it waver 
not; for he is faithful that promised (He b. 10:19-23 ). 

And now, my little children, abide in him; that, if he shall be 
manifested, we may have boldness, and not be ashamed before 
him at his coming. If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that 
every one also that doeth righteousness is begotten of him 
(1 John 2:28-29). 

In the closing chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah we are advised 
to consider, once again, the awesome majesty and separateness of 
God. Isaiah tells us that the heaven of heavens cannot contain the 
magnificent and mighty Creator of all things. 

The prophet urges us to contemplate the vastness of Supreme 
Beings - Father, Son, and Holy Ghost - and "exceedingly fear 
and quake" and hold the words of revelation in deepest respect. 

We ought to tremble - tremble - at the word of the Eternal 
One. 



Here is Isaiah's closing admonition: 
Thus saith Jehovah, Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 
footstool: what manner of house will ye build unto me? and 
what place shall be my rest? For all these things hath my hand 
made, and so all these things came to be, saith Jehovah: but to 
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and that trembleth at my word (lsa. 66:1-2). 

Men who do not tremble at the word of Jehovah, but with su
percilious conceit deign to critique his revelation and declare it fal
lible are blinded by the gods of this world - the god of intellec
tual pride, of pleasure, of power, and of mammon. 

It is scandalous for mere mortals, who at the best and most ad
vanced have in their memory only the tiniest fraction of the total
ity of wisdom and understanding, to dare insult God by disparag
ing the revelation of him whose knowledge and wisdom are infi
nite. 

When humans are bold to say that the word of God is not iner
rant- or to say that the inerrancy of his word is not important, or 
say God's word is not proven and perfect- they "rail at digni
ties." 

To tremble at God's word is to accept it utterly and obey it ab
solutely. For men who depend on oxygen to use their breath and 
talent to vilify the words of "the King, immortal, eternal, invisible, 
the only God" is so absurd as to be comical. 

Jeremiah was told to write words of God and send the roll, by 
the hand of Baruch, containing the revelation to Jehoiakim, king 
of Israel. The words were first read by all the princes of Israel and 
it is said that upon hearing the words "they turned in fear toward 
one another" (Jer. 36:16). 

The words of the book were read to Jehoiakim, and "it came 
to pass" when "three or four leaves" were read, the king cut it 
with his penknife and "cast it into the fire that was in the brazier, 
until all the roll was consumed in the fire" (Jer. 36:23). 

"And they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the 
king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words" (Jer. 
36:24). 

They were not afraid! Imagine hearing the words of God as 
given to his messenger and not being afraid. 

We must, and we ought to be afraid of the Bible because it is 
the word of God. When we hear it, we must tremble. 

Our trembling at the word of God will preserve us from the 
colossal blunder of disregarding his word or attempting to alter a 
single syllable or failing to respect and obey a solitary command. 
The warning is bold and written large - Don't prank with scrip
ture inspired of God! 

We need to stand in astonishment at the word of God and de
liberately keep its every precept. It is not a joke or a lark or a hoax. 
It is the very word of very God. 

Fear it! Tremble at it! 
"Whoso despiseth the word bringeth destruction on himself; 

But he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded" (Prov. 
13:13). 
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We ought not only tremble at the word of God 
but to grieve over failure to obey that word. Ezra, in 
making restoration, saw that the people had married 
"foreign" women and worshiped idols. 

A superficial reading of the passage in the book 
of Ezra might result in thinking that the sin that re
duced the scribe to humiliation was merely marrying 
women of another culture and therefore the demand 
that they be divorced. 

It goes far deeper than that - they married the 
daughters of the "Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the 
Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites" and, un
der a godless influence, participated in abominations 
of heathenism. 

They put their living infants in the fires of 
Molech and burned the babies to death. They en
gaged in the orgies of idolatry and shared their wives 
and daughters in fornication. Drunkenness and 
shocking debauchery were common in every idol 
temple. The people committed adultery on every 
high hill and under every green tree. And therefore 
the prophet demanded that this wicked influence be 
permanently removed by the drastic measure of do
ing the very thing that God hates- that is, by di
vorce. Let us not forget that some men who had 
God's approval married foreign wives and were not 
rebuked for doing it. The extreme measures invoked 
by Ezra were the result of unspeakable moral atroci
ties. 

When the scribe-prophet saw the wickedness of 
the people, he plucked every hair from his head, in
cluding eyebrows and beard. He was so dismayed at 
news of the sin of not keeping the statues of the Lord 
that he pulled every hair out of head from crown to 
chin. 

Then were assembled unto me every one that 
trembled at the words of the God of Israel, because 
of the trespass of them of the captivity; and I sat con
founded until the evening oblation" (Ezra 9:4). 

Ezra took refuge in the company of those who 
trembled at the words of the God of Israel. 

There are two classes - those who tremble at 
God's word and those who do not. 

Make no mistake - those who fail to tremble at 
God's word and faithfully keep "the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus" are no better than ancient Is
raelites who engaged in disgusting things because of 
the influence of foreign wives. 

For a person in covenant with Christ to 
downplay the essential importance of being born 

4 ~~Found;~~! 

again in the waters of baptism, or to corrupt the mu
sic of the church with machinery, or to deny the ex
clusiveness of the church and the fundamental sinful
ness of denominationalism is as abominable as 
throwing children in the fire and prostituting wives 
and daughters in honor of an idol. 

To treat any word of God with contempt by fail
ing to obey that word precisely is mortal sin. 

Now therefore let us make a covenant with 
our God to put away all the wives, and such as 
are born of them, according to the counsel of my 
lord, and of those that tremble at the command
ment of our God; and let it be done according to 
the law (Ezra 10:3). 

Yet even now, saith Jehovah, turn ye unto me 
with all your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning: and rend your 
heart, and not your garments, and turn unto Je
hovah your God; for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness, 
and repenteth him of the evil Uoel 2:12-13). 

But unto you that fear my name shall the sun 
of righteousness arise with healing in its wings; 
and ye shall go forth, and gambol as calves of 
the stall (Mal. 4:2). 

God grant that his children be astonished and 
confounded at every mutilation of divine revelation 
and resolve to uphold the integrity of the inspired 
scripture by careful and premeditated submission to 
every decree, edict, and statute of the God whose 
throne is higher than the highest heaven and whose 
footstool is the earth. 

And may it not be written of us "but they 
mocked the messengers of God, and despised his 
words, and scoffed at his prophets, until the wrath of 
Jehovah arose against his people, till there was no 
remedy." 

"He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his 
soul; But he that is careless of his ways shall die." 
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A Study of John 3:16 
(continued from page 1) 

ground of much controversy. Jesus said, "Be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves" 
(Matt. 10:16). Unfortunately, some of our brethren 
have been ignorant and refuse to be taught. Sad! The 
Greek word in John 3: 16 is monogenes not 
monogennetos. Mono means "one" or "only" or 
"alone" and genes means "class" or "kind." Thus, the 
word monogenes in its etymology means "only one 
of its kind." Thus, it is best translated "unique." The 
word monogennetos means "only begotten" and 
never occurs in the Greek New Testament. The New 
Testament teaches that all Christians are "begotten" 
of God. Read and study carefully 1 John 2:29; 3:9; 
4:7; 5:1, 4, 18. The word begotten is from the Greek 
word gennao meaning "to beget." If all Christians 
are "begotten," Jesus could not be the "only begot
ten." True? The word begotten has the idea of "to 
produce, to generate, to beget." In Hebrews 11: 17 
Isaac is referred to as Abraham's monogenes son. 
Monogenes is translated by some versions in He
brews 11:17 as his "only begotten" son. But was 
Isaac Abraham's only begotten son? No! He begat 
Ishmael. But Isaac was Abraham's "only one-of-a
kind" son, his "unique" son, the only child of prom
ise through Sarah. This is how we should understand 
the word in Hebrews 11:17 and John 3:16. 

Many will ask, "From where did the translation 
of "only begotten" come? It was through the influ
ence of Jerome in his translation of the Latin Vulgate 
around A.D. 400. Jerome was trying to combat the 
Arian heresy that the Son was created. Jerome 
wanted to give the meaning that the Son came from 
the Father but was not created. Thus, Jerome used 
the Latin word unigenitus (meaning only begotten) 
to translate monogenes. The influence of the Latin 
Vulgate brought the translation "only begotten" for 
monogenes into the English versions through John 
Wycliff. It is interesting that the Old Latin Version 
translated monogenes with the Latin word unicus. 
The word monogenesis emphatic here in John 3:16 
because it comes before the verb "gave." The best 
translation of monogenes is "unique" or "only one of 
its kind." One does not deny the deity of Christ 
when one translates monogenes as "unique" or "only 

one of its kind." There are many conservative schol
ars in our brotherhood who agree with me. 

I believe in the deity of Christ, but I believe that 
"only begotten" is a bad translation of monogenes. 
Jerome certainly did not help the problem. The RSV 
1952 translated monogenes with the word only here 
in John 3:16 and in Hebrews 11:17. I certainly can
not agree with the translation "only." Was Isaac 
Abraham's only son? No! But, Isaac was Abraham's 
unique and only one-of-a-kind son. I have many 
good friends who believe in the deity of Christ and 
who use the RSV. I do not believe that all the transla
tors of the RSV denied Christ's deity. Overall, I think 
it is a good translation. However, any person who 
uses the RSV needs to make some marginal notes in 
his RSV Bible correcting these errors. We need to re
member that the translators are not inspired. A trans
lation is inspired in the verses where the meaning of 
the original is correctly brought out and accurately 
translated. 

While John uses the word monogenes to refer to 
Christ, the Synoptic Gospels use the word agapetos 
"beloved" (Matt. 3:17; 17:5; Mark 1:11; 9:7; Luke 
9:22). 

The word gave is an aorist tense verb. This is a 
past tense verb stressing that a point in the past God 
gave. Again, this refers to the cross. For God so loved 
-he gave. The drawing power of the gospel Oohn 
12:32-33) is that God loved sinful men to such an 
extent that he sent his only one of a kind Son to die 
for us on the cross. Let us always remember that true 
love gives. Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than 
to receive" (Acts 20:35). 

The word that is from the Greek word hina. The 
word hina introduces a purpose clause. What was 
the purpose of God giving his son? That those who 
continue to believe might have eternal life. 

The word whosoever points to anyone. 
The word believeth is a present tense verb. It 

means those who continue to believe on Jesus. This 
has absolutely no reference to one who has believed 
in the past but is not believing now. It is extremely 
important to remember that a saving belief involves 
obedience. Study: John 3:36; Romans 10:16-17; 
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Hebrews 3:19-4:6; Hebrews 11:30; and James 2:14-
26. These verses emphasize that a saving belief in
volves obedience. Thus, this word includes baptism 
(Acts 16:31-34; Col. 2:12) and continuing to live the 
Christian life (Rev. 2:10; Rom. 6:3-4). The rulers in 
John 12:42-43 "believed" on Jesus, but will they be 
saved? No! Why? Because they did not obey Jesus. 
Some people understand John 3:16 to teach that all 
one must do to be saved is just mentally believe. 
Some say if one has mentally believed in the past, 
nothing can sever his relationship with God. Both of 
these concepts are false. 

George Meisinger wrote a chapter entitled "Sal
vation by Faith Alone" in the book The Fundamen
tals for the Twenty-First Century edited by Mal 
Couch. In this book Meisinger says, "One act of faith 
in Jesus Christ culminates in eterna l life." He be
lieves in "justification by faith alone" and that believ
ing is "the only condition of eternal life." He says, 
"God does not require one to repent to receive eter
nal life; He requires faith alone in Christ alone, pe
riod." Meisinger is a fa lse teacher! Repentance is 
necessary to receive eternal life and the remission of 
our sins. Study: Luke 13 :3; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 11:18; 
17:30-31; 2 Peter 3:9. 

The words should not perish are the correct 
translation of me apoletai. This Greek verb is in the 
subjunctive mood. The subjunctive mood is the 
mood of contingency and possibility -not actuality. 
It is not actual or fact that one wi ll believe. If one 
does continue to believe, he has eternal life. By using 

6 

Salvation 
I!JWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; He b. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

•Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9·1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

&>Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

fil God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

fil Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 john 1 :6-10; 
)ames 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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the subjunctive mood, John, through the Holy Spirit, 
is suggesting the possibility that one might perish. 

The words have eternal life are governed in En
glish with the word should. However, it is next to 
impossible to ascertain this from an English transla
tion. But in Greek it is very clearly ascertained. 
Why? Because the word have is also in the subjunc
tive mood. Even though it is not translated "should 
have eternal life" it should be. Notice that the verbs 
perish and have are both in the subjunctive mood. (It 
is interesting to point out that Tyndale's English 
translations of 1525 and 1534 both use the word 
should with the verbs perish and have). Whether we 
"perish" or "have eternal life" is contingent. Contin
gent upon what? Whether we continue to believe. If 
we continue to believe, we will have eternal life. If 
we do not continue to believe, we will perish. John 
3: 16 is setting forth the two destinies of life - perish 
or have eternal life. In essence John says the same 
thing in John 5 :28-29 that he does in John 3 :16. 
Which way we go depends on us. 

Translations Today? 
The translations that render John 3:16 as "shall not 
perish" are definitely wrong. Period. The verb perish 
is in the subjunctive mood not the indicative mood. 
The "shall not perish" rendering gives the idea that 
belief alone is sufficient for salvation. It is the same 
old denominational "faith alone" false teaching that 
has been going on for years. The NIV translates John 
3:16 "shall not perish." Many people read this and 
think "faith alone." Faithful Christians need to speak 
out against the NIY. One of my Greek teachers was 
on the NIV translating committee. He was a total 
Calvinist. 

The NASV or NASB in 1971 correctly translated 
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John 3:16. But, in the reviSion of 1995, they 
changed John 3:16 to read "shall not perish." Big 
mistake! I cannot endorse the NIV or the NASB. One 
might say that one verse should not make your deci
sion on buying a translation. But, with the way the 
denominational world views "faith alone" - are we 
helping or hurting the spread of truth with such a 
very serious mistake? Think about it. I have talked to 
many people who have quoted John 3:16 to me with 
the words "shall not perish." They think that this 
vindicates their view that mental faith in Christ alone 
is sufficient for immediate salvation. Thus, they be
lieve that baptism has nothing to do with salvation. 
They need to be taught the truth from the Greek 
New Testament. 

Hermeneutical Rules to Understand John 3:16 
(1) All the truth of scripture is not found in one 

verse alone. It is impossible to go to one verse alone 
and find everything one must do to be saved. 

(2) Psalms 119: 160 states, "The sum of all thy 
word is truth." Matthew 4:4 states, "Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Thus, we 
must study all of the Bible in arriving at truth - not 
just one passage. 

(3) All truth harmonizes. Truth does not contra
dict.John 3:16 does not contradict other verses in 
scripture. 

(4) Proverbs 18:13 states, "He that giveth answer 
before he heareth, it is it is folly and shame unto 
him." If one refuses to consider all of the evidence 
before making a decision, he is a fool. 

(5) Anytime two passages seem to contradict, the 
difficult passage is to be understood and explained in 
light of the plain, clear, and simple passage. 

( 6) The original language must be regarded as 
primary. All New Testament translations must be 
evaluated in light of New Testament Greek. Just be
cause one does not know Greek, that cannot change 
the fact that truth is in the original Greek. In math
ematics 2 + 2 = 10 in base four. This is a true math
ematical fact. Just because someone does not under
stand this does not change the position that it is a 
mathematical fact. What we need to do is diligently 
study all the evidence and then arrive at a decision. 

What John 3:16 Does Not Teach 
John 3:16 does not say "faith alone" or "once saved 
always saved." Many people interpret it to mean 
that. But as seen from the evidence above, that inter
pretation is false. 

Martin Luther was the champion of the doctrine 
"faith alone." He was instrumental in launching the 
Protestant Reformation with this slogan. Many 
people supported him, perpetuating this doctrine. 
When Martin Luther did his German translation from 
the Greek, he inserted the German word alein mean
ing "alone" after the word faith in Romans 3:28. But, 
the word alone is not in the Greek New Testament in 
Romans 3:28. Luther made a mistake when he did 
this. There was absolutely no justification for his add
ing the German wordalein (cf. 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:8-9; 
3:15; Rev. 22:18-19). He did this because he believed 
in "faith alone" for salvation. He rejected baptism 
having anything to do with one's salvation. But, Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Romans 6:3-18; Colossians 
2:12; and 1 Peter 3:21 teach that baptism is the point 
at which one comes into Christ and is covered with the 
blood of Christ. F.F. Bruce said, "The idea of an un
baptized Christian in not entertained in the New Tes
tament." The apostle Paul taught that "all" Christians 
have been baptized ("all we"- Rom. 6:3 and "we all" 
- 1 Cor. 12:13). It is simply false doctrine to teach 
that "faith alone" saves one. 

By What Are We Saved? 
( 1) We are saved by grace - (Titus 2: 11; Eph. 

2:5-8)- but not by grace alone. 
(2) We are saved by the blood of Christ- (Heb. 

9:22; Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7; Rev. 1:5; Rom. 5:10; 
Col. 1:20-22)- but not by blood alone. 

(3) We are saved by repentance- (Luke 13:3; 
Acts 2:38; 17:30-31; Matt. 18:3)- but not by re
pentance alone. 

(4) We are saved by baptism- (Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21) -but not by baptism alone. 

(5) We are saved by faith or belief- Uohn 1:11-
12; 3:16; 8:24; Heb. 11:6)- but not by faith alone. 
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fhe Context of John 3:16 
Read John 3:14-17. When the Israelites murmured 
against God, God caused fiery serpents to come 
upon them and bite them. However, God provided a 
remedy through Moses. Moses erected a serpent of 
brass upon a pole and informed the people that if 
they would come and look upon the brazen serpent, 
they would be healed. Their being healed was not 
just a matter of mentally accepting the words of 
Moses as being true. It was a matter of obedience. 
Please note that this example from the Old Testa
ment is used by the Lord to compare our salvation. 

murmuring- our sins 
brazen serpent -Jesus on the cross 
healing- continuing to believe 
The Israelites did not just mentally accept the 

facts that Moses told them. They acted. They 
obeyed. Remember, the faith that saves is the faith 
that obeys. 

Conclusion 
One can accept facts but one cannot obey facts. Ac
cepting the facts of Jesus are essential and absolutely 
necessary Uohn 8:24; 1 Cor. 15:1-4). We must re
member that Jesus is the "author of eternal salvation 
to them that obey him" (Heb. 5:9). The word obey 
in Hebrews 5:9 is a present tense verb meaning that 
those who continue to obey him will be saved. Scrip
ture does not teach that if one just mentally believes 
and accepts the fact that Jesus is the Son of God, he 
is saved at that point and can never lose his salvation. 
Those who believe and teach such a doctrine are 
"twisting" and "perverting" Scripture unto their own 
destruction (2 Pet. 3:15-17). We are "made free from 
sin" when we become "obedient" from the heart to 
that form of doctrine that Paul delivered (Rom. 
6:17-18). The doctrine in Romans 6 is baptism 
(Rom. 6:3-4). 
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Why Christians Cherish the Bible 
By Andrew D. Erwin 

The Bible cannot be likened unto any other 
book the world will ever know. It is esti
mated that at least 40 devout men spoke as 

the Spirit gave them utterance so that we might 
enjoy the blessing of possessing this book of 66 
individual books labeled "Holy Bible" (1 Pet. 1:10-
12). We as Christians defend the Bible because it 
is inspired of God (2 Tim. 3:16). God spoke in the 
long ago at many times in diverse ways, and now 
has spoken to us by his beloved Son (He b. 1: 1-2). 
We will hold fast to this book because it belongs to 
God. 

We will cherish his word because we love him 
and we know the great sacrifice given for us to know 
the way. 

We will study the scripture because it is how God 
chose to commit his will to us (2 Cor. 4:7; 1 Cor. 
2:10-13). 

At least 2,000 times the Bible contains the 
phrase, "Thus says the Lord" or the equivalent 
thereof. We believe his word because it is infallible, 
inerrant, and enduring for ever (1 Pet. 1:25). It is the 
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guide from our present residence to a home that is 
far better than this. 

A child of God humbly accepts the enduring Writ 
because he realizes he cannot live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God 
(Matt. 4:4 ). The church of our Lord is devoted to the 
precepts revealed upon the sacred annals of scripture 
because we desire to grow from being new born 
babes in Christ to the status of mature Christians (1 
Pet. 2:1, 2; Heb. 5:12-14). We study his word be
cause it reveals to us our origin, duty, and destiny. 
Not only does this book contain the words of com
fort we often so desperately desire, but it also con
tains the much needed words for our correction 
when we fail him. 

Finally, we study his word because it is the stan
dard from which eternal judgment will be made ijohn 
12:48; Rev. 20:12). We must humbly vow, "Lord 
speak and thy servant will obey" if we ever wish to be 
pleasing in his sight. 2718 Church St. 

Bums, 1N 37029 
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Cleburne Church Mourns Loss 
of Elder Ray E. Williams 

By Noble Patterson 

Agreat man has left us ... a Christian gentleman 
ofthehighest sort and widely known elder in 
the Lord's church. Ray E. Williams, 82, died 

Monday, Feb. 10, 2003, in a Dallas hospital after a 
brief illness. 

Memorial services were conducted at the 
Granbury Street Church of Christ in Cleburne on 
Thursday, February 13, with interment at nearby 
Greenacres Memorial Park. Curtis Ramey and Johnny 
Ramsey officiated; Noble Patterson directed the con
gregational singing. Ray was born May 15, 1920, in 
Idalou, Texas. He married Betty Butler on April 19, 
1941, in Lubbock. 

One of the most difficult times in life is the death 
of a longtime friend. Ray and I had been friends over 
40 years. We looked at the important things in life 
alike. Ray understood the church ... he understood 
the gospel ... he loved the Lord. 

His greatest contribution in life apart from his 
family was probably his dedicated service to the 
Lord's church. He had diligently and faithfully served 
the Granbury Street Church of Christ in Cleburne, 
Texas, as an elder since 1975. His greatest delight was 
seeing the church grow and move forward on a scrip
tural and sound basis ... always seeking a "thus saith 
the Lord" on all important matters. Through his influ
ence he gave stability and leadership to the congrega
tion and was loved and appreciated for his sincerity 
and humility. He loved the brethren and he loved the 
souls of the lost. He always treated others in a kind 
and loving manner. He was honorable and upright in 
his dealings with his fellowman. 

Throughout the city of Cleburne his civic re
sponsibilities and activities gained him the respect of 
business and political leaders. He was always open, 
honest, and astute in business, thereby gaining the 
admiration and confidence of his fellow business as
sociates. 

After serving in the army during World War II, he 
started Williams and Williams Cement Contracting 
in Lubbbck. In 1958, he and his family moved to 
Cleburne where he worked in construction manage-

ment until 1966. At that time he founded D.S.A. Inc. 
and became CEO and chairman of the board, a con
struction management firm licensed in 18 states. He 
helped organize the First State Bank of Cleburne and 
served as a director from January 1980 to 1999, 
when the bank was sold. He was director and vice
president for Wilco Leasing, Inc .... and president of 
Partners Aviation, Inc. Also, he served seven years on 
the advisory board at Cherokee Home for Children. 
He served as past president and director of the Port 
Ridglea East Property Owners Association in 
Granbury. In addition he was president for three 
years of the Pecan Plantation Owners Association in 
Granbury, and was president and director for two 
years at the Pecan Orchard Golf Course in Granbury. 
Ray was a member of the Cleburne Chamber of 
Commerce, Cleburne Sub-Standards Building Com
mission for 7 years, and participated in various civic 
works. 

To cherish his memory, Ray leaves behind his be
loved wife, Betty, who loyally stood by his side; a 
son, Kent Williams and wife Jamie; two daughters, 
Fairy Williams George and husband Joe; Beverly 
Williams Holden and husband, Cliff, all of Cleburne; 
one brother, Bill Williams also of Cleburne; 7 grand
children and 11 great grandchildren. 

Ray Williams was my close friend, and he was a 
friend to all. He will be missed greatly. His absence 
leaves a void that affects me personally and also the 
lives of countless others. To have the good influence 
he had surely says more about Ray than I could say. 
He helped people, reared a good family in the 
church, and surely one cannot do better. Truly, 
"He being dead yet speaketh" ... and will for ages to 
come. 
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(In the beginning of the gospel and of the church all music was vocal - no mechanical instruments were 
used. When, at the turn of the 19th century, an attempt was made to restore to this age the church that existed 
in the first century, the pattern was followed, and no instruments were used in praise of God. About a hundred 
years after the beginning of this restoration attempt, some had lost their respect for the authority of the Bible 
and began to innovate instruments of music into the assembly worship of the church. This caused a division -
those committed to going strictly by the Bible could not in a good conscious play the "piano" and sing in service 
to the Almighty because his word did not authorize it. God said "sing" and his silence about instruments made 
it sinful to use them. The division was recognized in the very early 1900s. This created two groups where before 
there had been one. The division was nasty. Brethren seeking to abide by the scriptures in all things were driven 
out with many a harsh word and at great loss. In 1940 a man named Claude Witty and his associates undertook 
to reunite the two groups - Christian Church and the churches of Christ. He proposed to do this by the simple 
expedient of ignoring the cause of the division and claim unity where no unity existed. Brother G.H.P 
Showalter, editor of the Firm Foundation, was drawn into the discussion, and in 1941 wrote an editorial deal
ing with Witty's shameful proposal. Following is the article written by brother Showalter. We print it again after 
all these years so you may know, and because the Witty appeal is once again being heard among the saints of 
God- and it needs to be answered ... and rejected.) 

The Unity That Pleases God 
By G. H. P. Showalter 

T hey want us to unite. That sounds good, pro
vided it is a unity that pleases God. Har
mony is God's order, and one has said that 

order is heaven's first law. Order first, unity follows. 
But as long as there is disorder, there is no unity, nor 
divine sanction for it - not among the people of 
God. Paul was in favor of unity, but he wanted to 
walk orderly. Of himself and his companions he said, 
"We behaved not ourselves disorderly among you." 
He and all those who walked not disorderly were a 
unity, but the disorderly were not united with them, 
neither did God want them to be. They must first 
quit their disorderly ways. Of these the apostle wrote 
plainly: "For we hear of some that walk among you 
disorderly." Well, what of these? We are now urged 
to unity, regardless. 

But what says Paul? He spoke with the Spirit of 
inspiration and here is what he says: "Now we com
mand you brethren in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tra
dition which they received of us." (Read the entire 
third chapter of 2 Thessalonians.) The things that 
brought on division among a once happy, influential, 
and united people - influential and happy because 
united- are things that confessedly are "not after 
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the tradition which they received of us" (Paul). Now 
these same things stand today as they did when the 
division took place. They divided then, and they di
vide today. They are barriers that stand like a mighty 
stone wall to prevent unity. If and when they are re
moved we will again be united. Now brother Witty 
thinks that the five points of "Prayer," "Survey," 
"Friendliness," "Cooperation," "Study and Dis
cussion" will iron it all out, though some have 
walked, and are walking and propose to continue to 
walk not according to the traditions received from 
the inspired and holy apostles of our Lord. 

But Paul said from these "withdraw yourselves," 
and he said, "We command you" to do this, and added 
that the command was "in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ." Somehow Paul and Claude do not write just 
alike. Paul's plan was to withdraw from those who did 
not follow after Christ. Brother Witty's plan is to sur
vey and be friendly and cooperate and study and dis
cuss. All this is trying to be like each other in order to 
unite, while God's order is to try to be like Christ and 
get rid of everything that is unlike Christ, in order to 
unite. And that will bring unity as sure as the Bible is 
from God and completely furnishes the man of God 
unto every good work. It seems that brethren could 
see that God's unity means that we be of "one mind," 



and "one heart" and that this "one mind" must be "the 
mind of Christ." Why not read what Paul says to the 
Corinthians along this line? There are just plenty of 
brethren united in loyal congregations, in this way, 
and others may be so united, without compromise of 
the truth or sacrifice of scruples. 

There are three to be pleased in order to the 
proper sort of unity - each of the two human par
ties that desire unity and then a third party is the 
God of heaven. Two robbers might be a unity in a 
plan to rob a bank but they would certainly have to 
leave God out of it. It would be a bad piece of busi
ness - and a unity abhorred of heaven. Ananias and 
Sapphira were a unity when they conspired together 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and kept back part of the 
price. They left God out of it, and God was not well 
pleased. Not all unities please God - not by any 
means. I am opposed to the entry into any unity of 
religious people that leaves God out. 

He is left out of any arrangement that disregards 
his law and leaves out of consideration any of his 
commands or prohibitions. 

The Lord abhors incongruities and inharmonious 
things. The law of Moses in material things laid 
down many great principles that find an application 
in spiritual things under the law of Christ. And 
Moses says, "Thou shalt not sow the vineyard with 
two kinds of seed, lest the whole fruit be forfeited." 
"A woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto 
a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's gar
ment." "Thou shalt not wear a mingled stuff, wool 
and linen together." "Thou shalt not plow with an 
ox and an ass together." Well, what is that to us? 
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someone says. For "our admonition" they were writ
ten, declares Paul. "Is it for the oxen that God careth, 
o~ saith he its assuredly for our sakes? Yea, for our 
sake it was written." 

It is good and acceptable to God to be united in 
the Lord's work and way. If we all go to Christ and 
stand there, we will be united. For my part, if my 
brethren and I are doing anything not according to 
the tradition delivered us - not according to the 
sound doctrine of Christ - I want to know it and to 
turn from it. I am perfectly willing to test it by the 
word of God. But it is not our practice that is under 
challenge. It is the religious service that is being ren
dered by those who have brought in certain innova
tions among the Lord's people without one particle 
of authority from the writings of inspired men. The 
removal of these things from the churches will bring 
concord, peace, harmony, and happiness, and not 
only promote, but secure, establish, and perpetuate 
among a great people with a great ideal, a great pur
pose, and a great plea, that unity for which our Mas
ter prayed which the apostles labored, and which 
God desires and God requires. It is the only unity 
among his people that is well pleasing in his sight. 
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Value of God's Word 
Transfers to Man Through Use 

By Richard S. Leeper 

J
esus came to earth as a precious gift to mankind. 
His value to the world came from God because 
he came to do his God's will. He came to bring 
grace, truth, and life within our grasp, and be

cause he was successful, he retained his value as the 
incarnate word of God Uohn 1:14). 

After leaving earth he was worthy to again take 
his place at the right hand of God. This means he re
tained his value to God's redemption plan because 
he took the valuable word of God and made it his 
word, therefore, the value of the word was trans
ferred to the human Jesus Uohn 12:49-50; 17:8). 

His value to the plan of salvation was established 
over the time of his human life. Every word from God 
is valuable, and because those words came through 
Jesus, the value in the word became the value ofJesus 
who delivered the words. 

All New 2003 VBS Series 
From Lambert 

VBS Kits contain samples 
of student workbooks, 
teacher manuals and 
most supplementary 

materials. 
(Visual Aids are not included in kiL) 

What f1 3i'iend V\le lfave Jn ~esus! 
lesson I -A Friend Every Young Person Should Know 
lesson 2- A Friend To The Cheerful Giver 
Lesson 3 - A Friend In Time Of Temptation 
Lesson 4- A Friend To The Sinner 
lesson 5 -A Friend To The Faithful 

Written & Published By Faithful Members Of The Lord's Church 

Lambert Book House, Inc. 
Call 1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore 

Visit Our Website At: www.lambertbookhouse.com 

12 April 2003 
F1rm Foundation 

Every day the value of Jesus to the world in
creased as he released more and more of God's mes
sage in word and deed Uohn 17:45). He had the 
words of eternal life and released them as directed . 
His value reached its zenith after he delivered every 
word God wanted the world to have and then he sac
rificed himself to fulfill God's law of sin and death. 

Jesus "his own self bare our sins in his body upon 
the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live 
unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed" 
(1 Pet. 2:24). 

In summary, the worth of the word and the worth 
of the mission passed to Jesus who received the word, 
released it to others, and fulfilled the mission. This 
success allowed God to raise him from the dead and 
return him to his presence. If Jesus had kept the word 
within himself, he would have been worthless to 
God's plan of salvation. All of this was accomplished 
while he was confined to the body of a man. 

Now, all baptized believers are parts of the ex
tended body ofJesus (Eph. 1:20-23; 5 :29-32). 

This body of Christ today, which is the church of 
Christ, is charged with continuing the work of deliv
ering the word God gave Jesus. 

Statements such as, "preach the word .. . you 
ought to be teachers .. . make the word of God fully 
known" not only describe the work of Jesus in the 
first century but also the work of his body in every 
century since (Col. 1:24-26). 

The value of the word is still precious when it is 
released. A visible difference is Jesus was one man 
and we are many, but being many we are one in 
Christ and should all deliver the same word. When 
each part of the body is working correctly, the body 
can grow the same way Jesus grew, in favor with God 
and man (Eph. 4:15-16). 

The body of Christ was a vessel containing the 
word coupled to behavior that was worthy of the 
word. His life and speech were in harmony with the 
word he spread. Each complemented the other (1 Pet. 
2:20-23). 

Had he not lived by the word, he would not have 



been a worthy example of the word. He could not 
have told his disciples, "It is enough for a disciple to 
be like his teacher." His task was to seek and save 
those who are lost (Luke 19:10). He did this without 
distraction from his purpose, therefore, he had no 
sin. His life was taken from the earth but after a few 
days, on the day of Pentecost his body began to take 
shape again in the form of the church. 

His mission of seeking some for God to save is 
still alive. Our body has become the temple of God's 
word making it the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
6:19-20; John 6:63). 

When the church pours out the word of God to 
make it fully known by word and deed, it is showing 
the worth of that word the same way Jesus showed it 
Salvation from sin still begins by hearing the word 
which carries the promise of forgiveness. 

We must question what value our life adds to the 
body of Christ. We cannot add any value except 
through labors of love and faith and works of faith. 

All valuable love comes from a desire to emulate 
God's love and all valuable faith comes from hearing 
the word of God. It is easy to see that any value we 
may contribute to the body of Christ comes from our 
application of God's word. This is the same source 
used by Jesus to make his body valuable to God's will 
for mankind. 

Preachers should realize that the value of a ser
mon lies in the abundance of God's word interwoven 
with just enough delivery technique to serve as a 
guide to the subject matter. 

If there is a point to make, let God make it. We 
can guide people to where the point is made but we 
cannot improve upon the point with our talents. Just 
like Philip, we can begin at a scripture and guide our 
audience to answers through many scriptures. 

All the value of our sermons can be found in the 
words from God. If a person is drawn to God, it 
must be because of God's word Uohn 6:44-45). We 
can offer God's word using words that accord with 
godliness, but we do not add value to his word with 
our words because what ever good words we use in 
this effort, should always have their foundation in 
his words. 

We may be tempted to use fair and flattering 
words, which may reduce the convicting impact of 
God's word (Rom. 16:18). 

This results in deceit not intended. The body of 
Christ must be concerned about the quality of its ser
vice to the will of God since that was the concern of 
Jesus in his body. 

We take on the value of the word when we be
come the word in all aspects of our life. As that word 
impacts us our value approaches the value of the 
word. Even as we try with all our might we do not 
attain the perfect value of his word because of our 
weaknesses. "But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin" 
(1John 1 :7). 

But thou hast a few names in Sardis that did not 
defile their garments: and they shall walk with 
me in white; for they are worthy. He that over
cometh shall thus be arrayed in white garments; 
and I will in no wise blot his name out of the 
book of life, and I will confess his name before 
my Father, and before his angels. He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
churches (Rev. 3 :4-6). 

Like the undefiled saints in Sardis, we can be 
worthy to walk with the Lord in white. That worth 
comes from the valuable will of God being found in 
our walk through life by faith. 

How enlightened we will be when we under
stand that our value or worth to God's plan does 
not come from within our self. It is not some intrin
sic value hidden deep within us; it is Christ living in 
us (Gal. 2:20). 

Every person is invited into the kingdom of God, 
but the invitation must be accepted by obedience. 
Entrance into that lofty kingdom is water Uohn 3:5). 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 
16:16). 

"Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is 
ready, but they that were bidden were not worthy" 
(Matt. 22:8). Worth enough to be invited but not 
worth enough to enter. 

Jesus said, "Why do you call me Lord and do not 
the things that I say" (Luke 6:46). 
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(Brother Hugo McCord has graciously consented for the Firm Foundation to reprint his now out-of-pri~t 
booklet entitled, The Royal Route of Revelation, which is a study of the closing book of the Bible. This is the 
third in this series.) 

In the Spirit on the Lord's Day (Lesson 3) 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

Background for the book of Revelation is viv
idly found in the Lord's Day vision experi
enced by John. The phrase "the Lord's day" 

(1: 1 0) can refer to none other than the first day of 
the week, what we call "Sunday." For the Israelite 
people the seventh day of the week, Saturday, was 
sacred (Exod. 20:8-11; Deut. 5:15), but for Chris
tian people the sabbath day has been nailed to the 
cross, and they are forbidden to keep it sacred (Col. 
2:14-16). Actually only uninformed ("weak," Rom. 
14:1-5) Christians keep any day as sacred above oth
ers days. It is a mark of apostasy when they observe 
days, months and seasons (Gal. 4:11). But the first 
day of the week is a day to be kept in memory above 
other days, it being the day of the Lord's resurrection 
(Mark 16:9). This does not mean that it is sinful to 
do secular work on Sunday, as the sabbath prohib
ited, but it does mean every one who loves Jesus 
thinks appreciatively of the Lord's conquering death, 
and, since he conquered death on the first day of the 
week they call it the "Lord's day." Ignatius in A.D. 
101 wrote that Christians were "no longer observing 
the sabbath, but living in the observance of the 
Lord's day, on which our life has sprung by him" 
(apud Barclay, I, 54). 

It so happens that the word "Lord's" (kuriakos, 
pertaining to the Lord) appears only twice in the 
New Testament, once in referring to the Lord's sup
per (1 Cor. 11 :20), and once in referring to the 
Lord's day (Rev. 1:10). Apparently these two, the 
supper and the day, belong together, and what God 
has joined, let not man put asunder. More and more 
meaningful and beautiful do they become to devout 
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disciples, and, come Lord's day, they are in the right 
spirit of mind; "I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go to the house of the Lord." It is certain that 
John in exile on Patmos knew when the Lord's day 
arrived, and that he was in the proper spirit of mind. 
It is doubtful, however, that his language in Revela
tion 1:10 meant that. Rather, he was telling us "I was 
in the Spirit" in the sense of his receiving a vision 
from the Holy Spirit (cf. 4:2). He was noting the fact 
that his revelation was given to him on Sunday. Part 
of the book was apparently written on the day he re
ceived his vision on Patmos (10:4), and the rest after 
he had been freed from exile and had returned to 
Ephesus (1:9). 

Servants and lings 

Some manuscripts identify John as "the theologian" 
and the King James version describes him as "St. 
John the Divine." However, John simply called him
self the Lord's slave (1: 1). He was not as ambitious 
for the glory of men at 96 years of age as he was 
when he was about 30 and asking to be placed out in 
front of ten other apostles (Mark 10:35£). He had 
seen his Lord and Master wash John's feet, and had 
seen Jesus becoming a slave in humbling himself, 
even to death (Phil. 2:8). John had learned a lesson, 
and with open face beholding the glory of the Lord 
was transformed into the same image (2 Cor. 3:18). 
And so this servant of Jesus craved no human titles. 

John, however, by God's grace, was much more 
than a slave: he was a priest and king reigning on the 
earth (cf. 5:10, ASV). All Christians now are the 
antitype of the royal priesthood of the Old Testament 
(Exod. 19:6). The kingdom, for whose coming John 
had been taught to pray (Matt. 6:9) in A.D. 28, had 
become a reality on the first Pentecost day after Jesus' 
resurrection. As far as scholars are able to determine, 
the birthday of the Lord's kingdom was Sunday morn
ing about nine o'clock on May 28, A.D. 30. If John in 
A.D. 96 exulted that he was in the kingdom (1 :9), 



then he had rejoiced for 66 years. The false notion 
that the kingdom is not yet in existence, and will nor 
be until Jesus comes the next time, was no part of the 
inspired John's thinking. It had nor been the privilege 
of John the baptist to be in the kingdom, being be
headed two years before it was established (Matt. 
11: 11), bur John the apostle could rejoice that for 66 
years he had been a citizen of heaven's kingdom, and 
that he as a king in that kingdom had reigned all those 
years on the earth. True, something better yet lies in 
store, when John with all the redeemed will reign for
ever and ever in the new heaven and new earth (cf. 
3:21; 21:1; 22:5) . But he also rejoiced in the assur
ance that by virtue of the new birth he had already 
entered the kingdom of God Oohn 3 :5). 

The new birth of water and the Spirit is one way 
of describing John's rejoicing that he had been 
washed and released from his sins by the blood of 
Jesus (1:5). To this agree the words of Mark 16:16: 
he who trusts and is immersed shall be delivered. At 
the time sinners are buried with Christ in immersion 
(Col. 2 : 12) and raised with him (Col. 3: 1), they are 
translated from the power of darkness into the king
dom of the Son of his love (Col. 1:13). 

Brown 
Trail 

The Seven Churches 

Why did John address his marvelous revelation to 
seven congregations in Asia (the term Asia biblically 
never refers to the continent nor to Asia Minor, but 
to the southwest province of Asia Minor)? There 
were other churches in Asia besides those to which 
John wrote : Colosse, Hierapolls, Troas, Magnesia, 
Tralles, etc. (Col. 1 :2; 4:13; Acts 20:5-12; Ignatius). 
Long ago it was said that John, "though he wrote in 
the Reve lation to seven churches, nevertheless 
speaks to them all" (Muratorian Canon, A.D. 170, 
apud Barclay, I, 36). Today none of the original seven 
churches is in existence, but many other congrega
tions keep on profiting from the Revelation through 
the centu ries . Some think the number seven repre
sents completion or perfection. If so, John was indi
cating that he was writing to all of the Lord's 
churches everywhere and in all time. 

Certain it is that John was not writing to seven 
different denominations. Modem denominations 
were not in existence for some 1,500 years of Chris
tian history. The idea of a sectarian church is con
trary to the Lord's personal prayer Oohn 17:20) and 
to the apostles' doctrine (1 Cor. 1:10-13; Gal. 5:19-
22). It would seem strange if one preacher Oohn) 
would have been allowed to preach to seven differ
ent church bodies. Yet in the book of Revelation he 
was preaching to all seven churches. No, they were 
not seven parties or fragments but were all the same 
church located in seven different cities. 

Denominationalism is not the Christianity of the 
New Testament. The New Testament church was the 
whole body (1 Cor. 12:20; Col. 1:18) of Christ, not 
a collection of 300 plus bodies making up 
C hristendom. Anyone therefore is misled who at
tempts to justify sectarianism by John's example of 
preaching for seven churches. 

The erroneous idea that Jesus will at his coming 
raise only the righteous dead and allow the wicked 
to remain in their graves for a thousand years did not 
come from John. He was told to write that when 
Jesus comes "every eye will see him and the ones 
who pierced him" (1: 7) . It would be difficult to say 
that the soldier w ho thrust a spear into Jesus' side 
will not watch Jesus as he appears in the clouds. 

Looking for the Bible on CD or audio tape, 
or commentaries and other reference works? 

Call Firm Foundation toll-free • (888) 361-6216 

April 2003 15 
F1rm Foundation 



The Unified Trinity 
Human beings cannot by searching find out God, 
nor know the Almighty to perfection (cf. Job 11:7-
9). But they are bound to be curious and do continu
ally try to increase their meager knowledge. John's 
book was actually authored by deity, and John de
scribed that deity as a tri-unity, a trinity. One of the 
identifiable persons in that trinity he said was "the 
one who is and who was and the one coming" (1:4). 
His language apparently describes the eternal nature 
of God the Father (cf. 1:8). Then John said that his 
book was from "the seven spirits in front of his 
throne" (1 :4 ). Since there is only one Holy Spirit (cf. 
Eph. 4:4), perhaps John was again using the number 
seven to represent perfection, or all the qualities of 
deity represented in the one Spirit. Then John's lan
guage, describing those who authored his book, not 
only told of the Lord God, and the Holy Spirit, but 
also told of Jesus Christ. Christ is portrayed as the 
reliable witness, the first begotten of the dead ones, 
and the ruler of all the earth's kingdoms (1 :5). How 
honored human beings should feel to have a letter 
from the three distinguished beings making up the 
Godhead; three beings, yet they are all one being 
(lsa. 44:6; Deut. 6:4). And, incomprehensible as it is, 
the one being has three minds (Rom. 8:27; Phil. 
2:5). One of these beings could be in heaven and an
other on the earth and another coming down in the 
form of a dove from heaven (Matt. 3:17). Who can 
understand it? "0 the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past tracing out" 
(Rom. 11:33). 

Though we finite beings cannot comprehend the 
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meaning of unity-trinity, we can understand some
thing about other qualities of deity, qualities bringing 
us all to alertness and humble respect: eternity, spiri
tuality, dependability, and immortality. With a trum
pet voice one of the trinity spoke to John, ordering 
him to write what his eyes saw (1: 1 0). The appear
ance· of the one speaking frightened John. It was not 
the Jesus he had known so well for some three years 
in Palestine, not the one whose hands he had 
handled (1 John 1: 1). The earthly Jesus was no 
more; he had entered into his glory Uohn 7:39; Luke 
24:36). Not again would anyone ever recognize him 
by the prints of the nails (2 Cor. 5: 16). The feet John 
saw in A.D. 96 were not nail pierced, but like pol
ished brass (1: 15). John did not look upon the black 
hair of a 33-year-old Jew, but on a being with white 
hair (1:14). Now his eyes were like a flame, and 
from his mouth came a two edged sword (1:14, 16). 
His face was shining with the strength of sunlight 
(1: 16). His hand held seven stars. It is no wonder 
that John fell unmovable at his feet. How tenderly 
Jesus said, "Do not be frightened" (1: 17 ) and calmly 
assured John that he had always existed, had submit
ted to physical death, was alive again, and carried the 
keys of every cemetery ( 1 : 18) 
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Am I An Esau? 
By Jim Palmer 

First Corinthians 10:11-12 and Romans 15:4 
teach us to look to the people of the Old Tes
tament and learn from them because we are 

just like they were. We can learn from their mistakes 
and not live them. We can also learn how to obey 
God, give our lives fully to him, and ultimately re
ceive his blessing. 

In Genesis 25:29-34 we learn about an encoun
ter between Jacob and Esau where Esau traded his 
birthright for a mess of pottage. 

When my 5 -year-old and I read this Bible lesson 
together, we'll turn to one another and say, "How 
silly!" and indeed, you may think the same to your
self as you note Esau's actions. I mean how foolish 
was it to trade the birthright for nothing more than 
bread and a red stew of lentils? The birthright was 
typically, for the firstborn, an inherited right to au
thority. Silly, indeed! 

But we can learn from Esau's mistake. Let's learn 
at least three lessons from this account and ... let's 
even ask ourselves, as we cast a disapproving eye his 
way, '~m I an Esau?" 

For you see Esau traded something of lasting 
value for temporary fulfillment. He sought a tempo
rary fulfillment of a feeling of need, a burning desire, 
a craving to which we can all relate- he was hun
gry. So he traded his lasting heritage for temporary 
satisfaction. And we, as thoughtful, intellectual, 
modern people with 20/20 hindsight can easily say 
that his decision was obviously a bad one ... but, is it 
one we would never make? Would we ever trade 
something of tremendous lasting value for something 
that would merely meet a temporary want, desire, 
even need? Would we? 

We are given a solemn warning in Hebrews 
12:14-17 not to follow in Esau's footsteps. From this 
we can understand that we could conduct ourselves 
like Esau. 

Let's see why Esau did what he did and examine 
ourselves to see if we're subject to the same. 

First, in Genesis we read that Esau was weary 
and very hungry - even to the point of being near 
death- so he thought. He was obviously in a weak
ened state. And in a weakened condition, a compro-

mise of principles can easily take place. In the heat of 
the moment, in a particular situation, we too may let 
our guard down, and "sin lies at the door, and its de
sire is for us" (Gen. 4:7). 

Now eating a bowl of soup was not wrong. But 
we must realize that there are times when seeking 
fulfillment of temporal needs or desires could cost us 
our blessing just like Esau when he forfeited his 
birthright. Whether it's Tv, the big ball game, recre
ation, even work -we all trade what we do for 
what we don't do, for we can't be in two places at 
once. When we put the otherwise earthy pleasure be
fore God, we run the risk of forfeiting our eternal 
blessing. 

Second, with Esau in his weary, hungry state he 
rationalized when in Genesis 25:32 he said, "Look, I 
am about to die, so what is this birthright to me?" To 
rationalize means to make something rational or rea
sonable; to justify one's behavior - especially to 
oneself. Esau's was a convincing argument, wasn't it; 
for if Esau had died, he wouldn't have been able to 
use the birthright anyway. 

Do we ever do that? Do we ever rationalize our 
decisions to leave undone things we should be busy 
doing or be busy doing things best left undone? After 
all, senior prom is a once in a lifetime event. Pass it 
by and, well .... Or it's late on a Friday night, we're 
steady boyfriend and girlfriend, and ... well, we'll 
probably get married anyway, so .... 

Are we subject to the same thoughts and intents 
of the heart as Esau? Are we just as likely to rational
ize as he was? Have you ever rationalized and con
vinced yourself of something that looking back you 
realize was wrong, wrong, wrong? Esau was weak
ened, he compromised, and then rationalized his de
cision. 

And finally, Esau didn't value his most prized 
possession. The Bible says he despised his birthright. 

Do we ever value the temporal over the eternal? 
1 Peter 1:3-9 describes the living hope as an incor
ruptible inheritance, undefiled and unfading, re
served in heaven for us. Sounds like the most valu
able possession we could ever have. Far better than 
that stock portfolio which value can fade away. Far 
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better than houses and lands and cars and boats, 
which can become defiled, broken, worthless. Far 
better than this physical body which we hold in such 
esteem that we take care of it and nurture it so atten
tively. Far better, even than Esau's birthright, which 
we noted was only useful to him while he was alive. 

Do we ever despise our eterna l reward by valuing 
the moment over the eternal? If we really stop our
selves for a moment and think from a sound, pure 
heart, "Is this really worth exchanging for my heav
enly home?" I suspect a lot more wrong would go 
undone and a lot more good would get done. 

Remember Moses as described in Hebrews 
11:24-26 as he put more value on the eternal than 
temporary pleasure which lasts on ly for a season. 

When we get tired and weak, do we compro
mise, rationalize, even despise? There are times 
when every one of us must answer that question with 
a reluctant yes. 

So what's the end? Hebrews 12:17 tells us that 
the sad result for Esau was that afterward, when he 
wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 
found no place for repentance, though he sought it 
diligently with tears. There will come a day, the day 
we die, or the day Jesus comes again - both which 
we know neither the day nor the hour- when there 
will be no more place for repentance. 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ............................................ .... ..... ... $4.50 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the th ree dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . .... .. .................................................... $4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ...... .... ... .. ........... ..... ...... $6.00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible- Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names lor 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray lor? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8~x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................... ....... ....... $14.97 

Thoughts of Gold in Words of Silver 
Leroy Brownlow 
This volume is based upon the Proverbs of 
Solomon, which are wise, weighty and authorita
tive. Every quotation of Scripture is from Solomon. 
His philosophical statements are recognized as 
the greatest collection of wisdom in the entire 
world. Since all truth found in and among men 
originally came from God, then it behooves us to 
go to a book of wisdom written by the wisest man 
of all times, Solomon, as inspiration dictated. 
Hardback 94 pgs . ...................................... $9.99 

$3.00 shipping and handling for one book 
add .50 postage for each addtional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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The Goodness and Severity of God 
By Raymond Elliott 

T herefore consider the goodness and se 
verity of God: on those who fell se 
verity; but toward you, goodness, if 

you continue in his goodness. Otherwise you 
also will be cut off (Rom. 11 :22, NKJV). 

One of the first truths that small children learn 
about God is that he is good. A prayer of thanksgiv
ing offered by boys and girls is: "God is great, God is 
good; let us thank him for our food." The Bible 
speaks often of the goodness of God. ffThe earth is 
full of the goodness of the Lord" (Ps. 33:5). "For the 
Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting, And his truth 
endures to all generations" (Ps. 100:5). "Oh, give 
thanks to the Lord, for he is good! For his truth en
dures to all generations" (Ps. 118:29). It was said of 
the seed of Abraham, God's chosen people, in ages 
past: "Truly God is good to Israel, To such as are pure 
in heart" (Ps. 73:1). Yes, God blessed Israel abun
dantly as long as the people were faithful to him. 

Likewise, God's goodness and mercy have been 
manifested toward all men in the giving of Jesus to 
die for the sins of mankind (Rom. 5:8; John 3:16-
17). James declared in his epistle "Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning" Oames 1: 17). In or
der to enjoy the blessings of a spiritual nature in 
Christ, man has to turn to God in trust and in obedi
ence. These blessings are "in the heavenly places in 
Christ" (Eph. 1:3 ). And, the way a penitent believer 
gets into Christ is through the act of baptism (Gal. 
3:26-27). However, all men, both good and evil, en
joy the temporal and physical blessings (Matt. 5 :45). 
The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 2:4: "Or do you 
despise the riches of his goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leads you to repentance?" 

On the other hand, God is also a just God, exact
ing severity upon all those who disobey him. Both the 
Old and New Testaments are replete with examples of 
God punishing the disobedient. Adam and Eve 
brought suffering and death to the human family 
through their sin (Gen. 2:16,17; 3:1-2). God also 
drove them from the Garden of Eden and from the 
tree of life (Gen. 3:22-24). The Lord placed a curse on 

Cain for murdering his bother Abel (Gen. 4:9-15). 
The people of Noah's day were destroyed by water be
cause of the greatness of their corruption and sin 
(Gen. 6:5-7). Nadab and Abihu, priests of God and 
sons of Aaron, were consumed with fire because they 
dared to violated God's law regarding the fire that 
should have been used in the offering of animal sacri
fices (Lev. 10:1-3; 6:8-13). The Lord even scattered 
Israel from off the land of Canaan because of their sins 
(Lev. 26:33: Neh. 1:8). God is indeed one of severity. 

Today, warnings can be found in the covenant of 
Jesus Christ concerning punishment for those who 
live in sin. The Lord taught that they who enter the 
wide gate and travel the broad way would eventually 
suffer destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). Jesus frequently 
spoke of a place called hell (Greek, Gehenna, see 
Matt. 5:22, 29-30). The wicked will enter this place of 
eternal punishment when the Lord comes again 
(Matt. 25 :46). Paul declared that "the wages of sin is 
death" (Rom. 6:23), that is, everlasting separation 
from God. The apostle John mentioned, "The smoke 
of their torment ascends forever and ever" (Rev. 
14:11). 

Yes, God is a God of love, goodness, mercy and 
grace, but he is also a God of justice and severity. Ev
ery sin not covered by the blood of his Son must be 
dealt with and justice must be exacted. We all should 
desire to place our faith in Jesus Christ as being the 
Son of God and give our lives in humble submission 
to the will of the Heavenly Father (Mark 16:15-16; 
Matt. 7:21; Heb. 5:8-9; Rev. 2:10). 210 Golson Rd. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
Denominationalism 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some say the church of Christ is a denomination 
among many denominations, and cannot in 
truth claim to be undenominational. 

If this is correct, the restoration of the first cen
tury church to the present century is a farce, and all 
the effort and sacrifices of the pioneers of the nine
teenth century restoration are vain. 

Still, a band of intellectual scholars in the church 
of Christ have set for themselves the task of convinc
ing the church that she is not the church, but a frag
ment - not even a remnant - of the universal body 
of Jesus. 

To pursue the discussion it is necessary to define 
"church of Christ." It is agreed that "church of 
Christ" can be used in a narrow, bigoted, and de
nominational sense, but it is also true that the term 
can be used as it is used in the Bible and therefore 
free from prejudice and denominationalism. 

In this discussion we are using the expression 
"church of Christ" in exactly the same sense Paul used 
in Romans 16:16 when he wrote, '~ll the churches of 
Christ salute you" (ASV). Where there is a plural there 
must be a singular. If there are "churches of Christ," 
then there must be a "church of Christ." 

Further, in this article we use the term "church of 
Christ" in the same sense in which Jesus used it when 
he said "I will build my church" (Matt 16:18). Jesus 
is Christ. He promised to build his church, or 
Christ's church, or the church of Christ. When we 
use the term "church of Christ" (or the expression 
"the church") as Jesus used it; then we are using the 
name in an undenominational way. 

The word church in our English Bibles translates 
the Greek word ekklesia, which means assembly, or 
those gathered, or the called out. The English word 
church is from German (kirche) and Scottish words 
(kirk) and refers to a physical plant or building, 
which is not the meaning of the Greek word. 

However, the English word church has been in 
use for a long time and is generally recognized as re
ferring to the people and not the building. 
20 April 2003 
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The church is the body of Jesus (Eph. 1:22-23; 
Col. 1:18). When used in this sense, it is easy to rec
ognize that the church is not scripturally denomina
tional at all, but must be undenominational. The 
body of Jesus is not some section of the church, but it 
is the entire church. It is undivided and therefore 
"the church, which is his Uesus) body," cannot be 
thought of as a part of the whole. It is not a slice of 
the pie. It is the pie. 

When Jesus said, "I will build my church," it is: 
unmistakable that he was not referring to some seg
ment of a divine institution but was referencing the 
whole of that institution. 

When we use the word church in a biblical way, it 
cannot possibly be denominational. It is only when 
the term is used in an unbiblical manner that the con
fusion of denominational jargon exists. 

The term ekklesia can be used to refer to all of 
the saved in the entire world - church universal 
(Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18), or to the 
saved in a region (1 Cor. 16:1; Gal. 1:2; Acts 15:41), 

Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun 
to perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

$9.99 $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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or to the saints in a specific geographic area (1 Cor. 
1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; Acts 8:1). 

Ekklesia often means assembly and sometimes re
fers to the members of the universal body of Jesus 
who live in a particular area (1 Cor. 11: 18). It is an 
assembly when those who have been called out of 
the world - separated - into a saved relationship 
in Jesus, and who live in a local community are 
called out and called together (assembled) for the 
purpose of formal, assembly worship (Heb. 10:25). 
Those who are called out of the world by the up
lifted Christ are called out of the community in 
which they live into a solemn assembly to praise God 
and be edified. Though gathered together in a local 
setting, they are still a component of the universal 
church - the one Jesus built. 

The church is designated by many figures- in
cluding but not limited to family, bride, kingdom, 
temple, body, and army. The church universal will be 
assembled when Jesus comes again, and not till then. 

When we discuss the church, it is important to 
make plain whether we are talking about the great, 
invisible body of Jesus that includes all of the saved 
of all ages, or to members of that body who live in a 
certain place, or to the worship assembly. This is usu
ally indicated by the context, but if the context 
leaves any question about how the term is being 
used, we need to make it clear so as not to cause con
fusion. 

Talking Points 
The process of salvation is unmistakably plain in the 
Bible. The lost person must first know that he is a 
sinner (Rom. 3:23), being convicted by the gospel (1 
Cor. 1:21-24). Faith is necessary to salvation (Heb. 
11:6). The believer must repent or he will perish 
(Acts 17:30-31). The penitent believer is to confess 
Jesus as Lord (Rom. 10:10). The person of faith who 
is repentant and who has confessed Jesus as Lord is 
to be baptized to wash away sins (Acts 22:16). It is in 
the act of baptism that forgiveness occurs (Acts 2:38; 
Mark 16:16). At the point of baptism the believer is 
washed and made clean. He is now a born again 
child of God Uohn 3:5). 

The closing verse of Acts chapter two tells us that 
God "added to them day by day those that were 
saved." The "them" refers to the church, and the 
King James Version of the Bible so renders it, and no 
informed Bible student questions it. 

God adds to the church every day those that are 
saved. Therefore all saved people are in the church, 

and there are no saved people outside of the church. 
The person who hears the gospel and knows his lost
ness, believes, repents, confesses, and is baptized is 
saved and added to the church. He does not join the 
church, but the Lord adds him to the church. 

The great question is, "To which church does the 
Lord add the saved person?" Does he add some to 
one church and others to a different church? Or is it 
clear by now that the Lord adds the saved person to 
the church of Christ- the one Jesus said he would 
build? 

On the Day of Pentecost, according to Acts chap
ter two, three thousand heard the gospel, were con
victed of sin, told to believe, repent, and "be bap
tized unto the remission of sins" (Acts 2: 14-3 8). 
"They then that received his word were baptized: 
and there were added unto them in that day about 
three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). It was the Lord 
who did the adding (v. 47). 

Now what church were they members of? 
To what denomination did they belong? 
They were obviously members of the body of 

Jesus, which is his church (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18}, 
and were not members of any denomination at all. 

If we today do exactly what the three thousand 

Books by Hugo McCord 
From Heaven or From Men? 

The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
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Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significant. 
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BKBZ03 .......................................................................... $3.95 
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did (Acts 2:41), then we will be what they were
only this and nothing more. 

We are told that the concept of undenomina
tional Christianity is complex and puzzling, but it is 
not all that complicated. It is, in fact, quite simple. 
When a person obeys the gospel, he is forgiven, his 
name is written in heaven, and he is a member of the 
body of Jesus- the church. If he does not join a de
nomination, then he is and will continue to be unde
nominational. 

It is only when people do something not autho
rized in the New Testament, or come short of what 
the New Testament requires that a denomination 
comes into existence. If we follow the Bible and the 
Bible only - only this and nothing more - then we 
are free from denominationalism and undenomina
tional. 

Obiedions 
Objection: The word denomination means "concern
ing a name." Since "church of Christ" is a name and 
identifies a specific group, the group so identified 
must be a denomination. 

Response: This would be true if we go back to the 
Latin root word for denomination. However, the En
glish word includes the definition "a religious group
ing within a faith, for example, a section of the 

Excellent Bible songs for children 
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Christian church that has specific beliefs and prac
tices that differ from those of other groupings and its 
own system of organization." It is in the latter sense 
that the word is normally used today, and this is the 
sense in which we use it. Again, we are undenomina
tional if we go exactly by the Bible and are conse
quently the very church that Jesus promised to build, 
and are denominational when we depart from or go 
beyond that which is written in the new covenant. 
Example: the Bible teaches that baptism includes im
mersion in water and it is undenominational to do 
what the Bible tells us to do. If we substitute sprin
kling for baptism, we become denominational and 
are responsible for causing division. 

Objection: It is too exclusive to use the term 
"church of Christ." 

Response: We aim to be inclusive - that is, to in
clude every person in all the world who obeys the 
conditions of salvation as set forth in the New Testa
ment, which is what makes us undenominational. 
When all the saved of all ages are included, that nec
essarily excludes the unsaved. If that is exclusive, then 
so be it, because it is biblical. It is true that the body of 
Jesus, which is his church, is referred to by several 
names in the New Testament, and it is scripturally 
correct to use any one or all of them. The church, in 
the New Testament, is sometimes called "the church 
of God" (1 Cor. 10:32), and also "churches of Christ" 
(Rom. 16:16). The spirit and makeup of the church is 
indicated by its relation to deity. It is undenomina
tional to use any Bible name to designate the church, 
and no one of those names is exclusively the name of 
the body of Christ. The acid test is whether we speak 
where the Bible speaks, and are silent where the Bible 
is silent. Let us call Bible things by Bible names, and do 
all things in the Bible way. 

Objection: This view of undenominational 
Christianity destroys ecumenism. 

Response: If by ecumenical you mean conglom
eration then you are right - and it should be de
stroyed. It is not unity, but is an excuse for continued 
division. An ecumenism that opens its arms wide to 
all religious entities and pretends a unity that is not 
real is unacceptable, and logically will result in em
bracing everything from paganism to atheism. The 
only unity worthy of the name is that required by 
scripture and defined in the Bible (Eph. 4:1-16; 1 
Cor. 1:10). 
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What Does the Bible Say 
About Homosexuality? 

(From various sources) 
It is important to understand that "homosexuality" 
and "homosexual" are terms of relatively recent ori
gin. According to the {pro-homosexual) Completely 
Queer: The Gay and Lesbian Encyclopedia, the word 
homosexual- an odd mix of Greek (homo, or same) 
and Latin (sexual)- was coined in 1868 by Hungar
ian writer and "homosexual" advocate Karoly Maria 
Kertbeny. It was first used widely in Germany in the 
early 1900s. According to the pro-"gay" website 
gayhistory.com, Kertbeny invented the term "homo
sexual" to help legitimize and decriminalize same
sex sexual behavior: 

[Kertbeny coined "homosexual"] as a replace
ment for the pejorative term "pederast" that was 
used in the German and French speaking world of 
his time. Though he claimed not to be homosexual 
himself, Kertbeny said that his sense of justice made 
him cry out against sodomy prosecutions. Kertbeny 
argued that homosexuality is an inborn disposition, 
so laws that punish it are unjust. 

Prior to that time, "homosexual" and "homo
sexuality" were considered to be behavior traits and 
typically referred to in the English-speaking world in 
biblical terms: "sodomite" and "sodomy." 

With that understanding in mind, the Bible 
speaks to homosexuality both on a moral level and in 
areas relevant to the scientific aspects of the practice. 
(All biblical references are from the New Interna
tional Version; emphasis added). 

The Bible says that: 
1. Homosexual behavior is wicked: Speaking to 

the men of Sodom who wanted to have sex with his 
guests, Lot tells them, "No, my friends. Don't do this 
wicked thing" (Gen. 19:5-8). 

2. Homosexual behavior is detestable: "Do not 
lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is de
testable" (Lev. 18:22). 

3. Homosexual behavior is dishonorable: "There
fore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading [dishonor
ing] of their bodies with one another" (Rom. 1:24). 

4. Homosexual behavior is unnatural: "Because 

of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even 
their women exchanged natural relations for unnatu
ral ones. In the same way the men also abandoned 
natural relations with women and were inflamed 
with lust for one another. Men committed indecent 
acts with other men .. " (Rom. 1:26-27). 

5. Homosexuality is unhealthy: "[A]nd received 
in themselves the due penalty for their perversion" 
(Rom. 1:27). 

6. Homosexuality is not a state of being (inborn), 
but a behavior that can be conquered: "Do you not 
know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually im
moral nor idolaters nor adulterers not male prostitutes 
not homosexual offenders ... will inherit the kingdom 
of God. And that is what some of you were [past tense]. 
But you have been washed, you were sanctified, you 
were justified in the name of the Lord jesus Christ and 
by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

Homosexual behavior is wicked because, like 
rape, it dehumanizes the person caught up in the 
practice. It also constitutes a great rebellion against 
God's revealed purpose for mankind. 

Homosexualio/ 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest research, refuting the 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexu
als have gained. 0-80 I 0-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 

$19.99 
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Homosexual behavior is detestable because, un
fettered, it marginalizes the importance of the basic 
family unit. The fact that most people still are natu
rally repulsed by homosexual acts testifies to the 
truth of Leviticus 18:22. 

Homosexual behavior is dishonorable because it 
destroys the fundamental masculinity or femininity of 
those who are trapped in the lifestyle. Sex and con
duct that is forbidden by a holy God cannot honor 
him. 

Homosexual behavior is unnatural because the 
act uses the body in a manner never intended in the 
design nor can the act ever serve any biological pur
pose. 

Homosexual behavior is unhealthy because the 
behavior itself spreads disease and leads to an overall 
risky lifestyle. Note the Bible's wording: "received in 
themselves the due penalty." This is not imposed 

from outside, but is the body's own sad harvest 
reaped by medically unsound practices. A brief sum
mary of the risks, particularly for male homosexuals, 
can be found in Dr. Jeffrey Satinover's book Homo
sexuality and the Politics of Truth (Grand Rapids: 
Baker Books, 1996): 

1. A 25- to 35-year decrease in life expectancy. 
2. Chronic, potentially fatal, liver disease - in

fectious hepatitis, which increases the risk of liver can
cer. 

3. Inevitably fatal immune disease, including as-
sociated cancers. 

4. Frequently fatal rectal cancer. 
5. Multiple bowel and other infectious diseases. 
6. A much higher than usual incidence of sui

cide. 
P.O. Box 690192 
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Woman Power in the Church 
E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus of Freed-Hardeman University 

T e special edition, February 24/March 3, 
2003, of U.S. News & World Report has a 
section on the "presence of women" in the 

work place. The percentages of women workers are 
current and significant even to the church. Why do 
women work? Is it necessity? Are children short
changed? What effect does working women have on 
the homes? Is the church losing a powerful influence 
in not having the services of Christian women? Has 
the work phenomenon contributed to the mammoth 
divorce rate in the U.S.? These significant questions 
are being pondered but a definite answer may be 
lacking. 

What are the facts according to the featured ar
ticle? In 1952, only 30 percent held a job but today 
there are 41 million women wage earners. A total of 
6.2 million women own companies. Working mothers 
with children under the age of six increased from 18 
percent in 1955 to 64 percent in 2001. "As education 
and housing costs have soared, many women work 
not only because they want to but to keep their house
holds afloat," according to writer Marci McDonald. 

24 W~ Found~~~! 

She asserts that the "flood of women in the labor force 
began when the nation entered World War II. Between 
1940-44, she estimates five million women began to 
work publicly. Today "women now account for nearly 
half of the work force." Ms. McDonald writes, "By 
1991, nearly two-thirds of all married women with 
children were in the labor force." She states the con
cern of women in salary discrepancy. "In 1900, 
women earned 50 cents for every dollar a man made. 
A century later, they earn only 7 6 cents." 

Additional facts are given in the Financial Times, 
"Weekend Edition," Feb. 22-23, 2003. 

• Seventy million girls and sixty million boys are 
growing up without education. 

• Two-thirds of the 85 0 million illiterate people 
in the world are women - they outnumber males in 
every region of the world. 

• Women receive one-third of earned income. 
• Two-thirds of women in rural India collect wa

ter from outside their homes. 
• Seven out of 10 of those living on less than $1 

a day are women. 



• One hundred seventeen boys are born in China 
for every 100 girls, up from 111 for 100 a decade ago, 
reflecting higher abortion rates for girls because ultra
sound scan machines have become more accessible. 

Observations by One Man 

1. By extrapolation, a major portion of Christian 
women work in public positions. They do so for the 
chief reason of necessity. It takes two it seems, to 
maintain a family and a home. They are not sub
jected to severe criticism nor do many have com
punctions of conscience. The plan for women to 
work cannot be soon changed. 

2. Working mothers know the urgency of proper 
care of their children. They ferret out good places or 
individuals whom they can trust to guide them. At 
night and on the weekends they can instill in their 
children proper Christian teaching and manners. 
They can make them feel loved and secure. 

3. Christian women should be concerned about 
maintaining stabili ty and loyalty in the home so that 
their marriage does not disintegrate. The same cau
tion to them must equally apply to the ir husbands. 
Regardless of unusual circumstances, they must have 
a permanent marriage. 

4. Christians who are in a position to employ 
folk should be committed to equal pay for women. It 
is unjust to mistreat women. 

5. Since women receive a paycheck they should 
be taught to give liberally to the Lord. They should 
not expect the husband to do all the giving w ithout 
consultation. She, as any Christian, must "give as 
prospered." With two incomes, the contributions 
should increase substantially. 

6. Many Christian women have very efficient 
skills they have cultivated in their work experience. 
They should be enlisted by the church to teach 
classes, do personal teaching, visitation, hospitality, 
bulletins, correspondence, etc. This is a reservoir for 
the church to use to accomplish progress. Do not 
wait until they volunteer but seek them. 

7. Christian women are important and equal. 
Many women are more talented and intelligent than 
men. They should be used by the church to give the 
"woman's touch." Paul says they are one in Christ. 
"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3 :28). It is going too far to 
state that the gender gap must be abandoned to in
clude male leadership in the church. Elsewhere 
women are limited in preaching, teaching and public 

praying. "I will therefore that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting . .. . 
Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But 
I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authori ty 
overthe man, but to be in silence" (1 Tim. 2:8, 11-12). 

God love and bless the many Christian women 
who work publicly and those who work so hard at 
home. They serve more adequately in some work 
much better than men. 

371 Mill St. 
Henderson, TN 38340 
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e Potpourri ••. 
P

otpourri is a collection of information drawn 
from various sources that shows current 
trends and attitudes relating to spiritual con

sideration. It is an indicator of public morals and at
titudes. 

Mother Barred lrom reaching Religion 
SROME (Reuters)- Schools have the right to 

bar single mothers from teaching religion, the high
est court in the Roman Catholic Church said. 

It ruled that a Florence school was entitled to 
block a young woman from teaching religious studies 
because she became pregnant out of wedlock. 

"Teaching religion has to conform to the doc
trine of the church, so the suitability of the teachers 
has to be recognized by ecclesiastical authorities," 
the court ruling said. 

Italy is a predominantly Roman Catholic country 
and the Roman Catholic Church exerts great author
ity over many aspects of life. 

Hodgepodge lrom The Chicago Tribune Ilia farl Iavis 
$Abuse- David Byrne (2/17/03) objects to the 

Planned Parenthood's policy of failing to report to 
authorities instances of statutory rape. He cites many 
13-year-old girls calling the various abortion clinics 
operated by Planned Parenthood to report that they 
were pregnant by 22-year-old males and wanting to 
know if the clinic would tell anybody if they came in 
for an abortion. In every case the girls were prom
ised confidentiality, even though the law is clear that 
all such abuse must be promptly reported. Byrne 
calls the policy child abuse. "Anyone who is aware of 
child rape and does nothing about it is morally bank
rupt," Byrne said. 

3 Destruction - Charles Krauthammer (2/17 /03) 
worries that humankind may have learned how to 
destroy itself. He comments: "Can - and will- the 
civilized part of humanity disarm the barbarians who 
would use knowledge for the ultimate destruction?" 

®Ignorance- an editorial (2/21/03) speculating 
the beginning and end of modern civilization says 
that we are awash in a sea of ignorance. "We know 
much and understand little," said University of Chi
cago cosmologist Michael Turner. To know but not 
to understand is to be ignorant. (Editor's comment: 
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we know how it began [Genesis chapter one], and we 
know how it will end [Revelation chapter 191 so the 
ignorance is inexcusable.) 

$Survey - Laurie Goodstein (1/12/03) quotes 
the New York Times News Service on the sexual crisis 
in the Roman Catholic Church. A survey of docu
mented cases of sexual abuse by priests contains the 
names and histories of 1,205 accused priests. It 
counted 4,268 people who have claimed publicly or 
in lawsuits to have been abused by priests. 

OSafe Signs - Bowing to pressure from a group 
of parents, Rich Township High School District 227 
board members in Olympia Fields voted to remove 
multicolored triangles signifying safe zones for gay 
and lesbian students from more than 100 classroom 
doors. The symbols meant those teachers would be 
comfortable talking to students about homosexual is
sues. 

$Abortion- Kathleen Parker (1/22/03) says that 
"pro-life activists want to incorporate 3-D ultra
sounds into their arsenal, and pro-choice advocates 
want to block them, saying it constitutes intimida
tion." Parker comments, "If a woman sees a 1-week
old fetus inside her, which is to say an identifiable de
veloping human, and elects to carry the baby to term, 
how is that a bad thing? This is where the so-called 
pro-choicers lose me, and, I think, their credibility." 

OGoing Beyond What Is Written -Unity Church 
in Chicago has a new, but human originated, plan of 
salvation. Members write on pieces of paper what 
they want to change in themselves. The notes are 
burned in a bowl on the church's altar. "It's a sym
bolic way of wiping the slate clean so I can start 
over," said Jasmine Schmidt, the youth education di
rector of Unity Church (12-27-02). (Editor's note: 
we hesitate to mention this in the fear that some of 
our own may adopt this unbiblical practice. Alas!) 

0 Bride of Christ - Theresa Ann Marie Drajin 
wore an unadorned white dress as the faced the altar 
at Holy Name Cathedral. Cardinal Francis George 
received her commitment to be the spouse of Christ, 
and gave her a gold ring. She joins about 100 in the 
United States and 1,000 worldwide who have prom
ised "perpetual virginity to God." The Cardinal asked 
Drajin, '1\re you resolved to accept the solemn conse-



cration as a bride of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God?" She answered, "I am." (Editor's note" Whoa! 
The Bible says the church is the espoused bride of 
Christ and will be married to him when he comes 
again. The pledge of permanent virginity in the Roman 
Catholic Church has the same authority as burning 
notes in a bowl on the altar. And again we say, Woe!!) 

0 Progress - Two microbiologists at the Univer
sity of Illinois at Chicago have been able to trace the 
action of a Human Immunodeficiency Virus inside a 
human cell, even though a virus is too small to be 
seen even with the world's best optical microscopes. 
The researchers inserted a molecule into HIV that 
glows green when hit by blue light and overcame the 
limitation. The work at UIC suggests the virus is far 
more infectious than previously believed (1/4/03). 

VMuhammad- An article by Ron Grossman (1/ 
3/03) tells of a documentary film intended to give a 
biography of Muhammad, who founded Islam. The 
film says that Muhammad was unable to read or 
write, but began to preach at the age of 40. The 
documentary also tells of Muhammad's flight to 
Medina, and return years later at the head of an 
army to subdue his native Mecca. Converts were 

made at the point of a sword. Shortly after 
Muhammad died (A.D. 632), Arab armies swept 
across the Middle East and North Mrica, cutting a 
bloody swath, and making Islam one of the world's 
great faiths. Islam has always advanced by force 
rather than by love. Not much has changed - for 
example, Iraq! 

$Abraham- Bruce Feiler (12/22/02) tells of vis
iting the Tomb of the Patriarchs where, it is said, 
Abraham is buried. Abraham had two sons, Ishmael 
and Isaac, and at his funeral the two sons stood side
by-side (Gen. 25 :9). Ishmael became the father of the 
Muslims, and Isaac (the heir of the promise made to 
Abraham) became the "father" of the Jews and the 
Christians, the former moving by force and the latter 
by love. 

OAt Random - George Foreman, the heavy
weight boxer, in his book, How to Get Up Off the 
Canvas When Life Knocks You Down (Simon & 
Schuster), suggests that it is fast coming to the point 
when restaurants will need swearing and non-swear
ing sections, just as they have smoking and non
smoking areas (12/26/02). 

$Cutting Costs- Tribune News Service (12/23/ 
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02) reported that the Mormon Church is cutting 
hundreds of jobs to counter the drop in investment 
income and a decrease in tithing by its members. 

®What, Us Worry? The Itasca-based National 
Safety Council (1/1/03) says that each year you have 
a 1 in 2,844,716 chance of death from a "fall into 
hole or other opening in surface." 

@Transsexuals Banned - Vatican City - Trans
sexuals suffer from "mental pathologies," and are in
eligible for admission to Roman Catholic religious 
orders and should be expelled if they have entered 
the priesthood or religious life, the Vatican says in a 
new directive (2/1/03) 

@Freedom of Religion - J. Gordon Melton has 
published a new edition of the Encyclopedia of 
American Religion. Melton, a one-time Methodist 
preacher, treats each entry with objectivity and -
when necessary - with a straight face. Unitarians 
have a subgroup called Unitarian Universalist Pagans. 
Moving further from the mainstream, there's the 
Church of God Anonymous, the Nudist Christian 
Church of the Blessed Virgin Jesus, or the Only Fair 
Religion. There 2,630 groups described in the new 
Encyclopedia - many of them tiny and insignificant 
(which we need to remember when someone quotes 
that number to impress us with how miserably Chris
tianity has failed its quest for unity). 

®One Man's Opinion - Harold Camping, a 
Christian radio host, best known for his failed pre
dictions of the second coming of Christ, is telling lis
teners to abandon church. He says his Bible studies 
have revealed that what he calls "the church age" has 
ended. He told his worldwide radio audience that 
Satan has taken over all churches. Camping advo
cates private home worship with no leaders, no bap
tism, and no communion (1/24/03). 

Our thanks again to Earl Davis, and again and 
again and again. 

Sodomy 

@Bill Bennett, on ABC television's This Week, re
cently denounced sodomy as a serious public health 
problem. The life expectancy of sodomites, he said (as 
I recall it), was 43, compared with 76 for the general 
public, and 66 for smokers. We are committed to a 
public policy to discourage teen age smoking, and to a 
war on drugs. Why do we not spend billions to find a 
cure for cigarette smoking that would let the smokers 
go on smoking? Or a cure for drug addiction that 
would let addicts continue shooting drugs? Sodomy 
is far unhealthier than either cigarettes or drugs (or 
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alcohol). Why is sodomy a privileged addiction? Why 
do we not tell sodomites to stop sodomizing? 

Queer As Folk 
~l [Warning: Some uncomfortable subject mat

ter.] Queer as Folk, which just began its third season 
on Showtime, is abo ut a group of "gay" friends in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The main characters are : 
Brian, a "gay" lothario who has bedded nearly every 
homosexual man in town; Ted and Emmett, friends 
who become lovers in the third season; a teenager 
named Justin who is seduced by Brian in the first epi
sode; and Melanie and Lindsay, a lesbian couple who 
are raising a baby conceived with the help of sperm
donor Brian. Actress Sharon Gless, best known for 
her work in the popular TV series Cagney & Lacey, 
plays Michael's over-the-top "gay" cheerleading 
mother, Debbie. Gless' character, is a PFLAG (Par
ents, Friends, and Families of Lesbians and Gays) ac
tivist who cusses frequently and talks crudely about 
"gay" sex like she's one of the guys. 

Court To Hear Suit On Gay Unions 
®The highest court in Massachusetts is sched

uled to hold a hearing on a lawsuit that many believe 
could lead to the legalization of homosexual "mar
riage" in that state. 

The lawsuit, Goodridge v. Massachusetts Depart
ment of Public Health, is "very important," said 
Evan Wolfson, executive director of the Freedom to 
Marry Collaboration in New York City, which pro
motes same-sex "marriage." 
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The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court is 
perceived as liberal and thus favorable to the homo
sexual plaintiffs. 

Supporters of traditional family values still think 
the eight justices could decide in their favor. "We be
lieve we did our homework. We have given [the jus
tices] all the ammunition they need to rule in favor 
of a traditional definition of marriage," said Ron 
Crews, president of the Massachusetts Family Insti
tute in Newton Upper Falls, Mass (The Washington 
Times, 3/3/03 ). 

Dogs 
0 Kathleen Parker, a syndicated columnist for the 

Orlando Sentinel, informs us that the Hadith (a col
lection of Mohammad's sayings by his companions 
and followers) says that dogs - all dogs - are un
clean (just like pigs). One Hadith says that in case of 
canine contamination of eating implements: "When 
the dog licks the utensil, wash it seven times, and rub 
it with earth the eighth time." Another states that an
gels won't enter a house where dogs dw~ll. In Iran a 
cleric, Gholamreza Hassani, called on the judiciary 
"to arrest all long-legged, medium-legged, and short
legged dogs along with their owners." 

Parker observed, "It is unfashionable to criticize 
Islam. Still one can't help noting that a culture that 
hates and mistreats dogs isn't likely to find much 
common ground with Americans and other Western
ers who love and treat dogs as family members. In
deed, part of Islam's contempt for dogs is rooted in 
the view that canine pets are a manifestation of West
ern moral corruption." 

More 011 Jogs 
0 Michel Raviol sells fragrances for dogs. "Pooch 

du Noel" is a dog perfume priced at $250 for 3.4 
ounces. Mr. Raviol commented, "People think we're 
whacked. But they buy it." 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
byGuyN. Woods 

John ............................................. $14.99 

}BIDeS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14.99 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude •••••••••••••••••• 14.99 

$3.50 shipping for one book 
add .50/ea for additional books 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 

Change 
OMarvin Olasky reports that Brett Venable of 

Milford, Del., compared an earlier NIV Student Bible 
with the "revised" NIV Student Bible. Previously the 
section concerning Sodom and Gomorrah noted that 
"Sodom was a wretched place. The whole town saw 
the coming of strangers as a chance for homosexual 
gang rape." The "revised" edition omits any mention 
of homosexuality (World magazine, 3/1/03 ). 

Hale 

OA Canadian federal court in Saskatchewan 
ruled in December that the Bible amounted to hate 
literature. The case involved Hugh Owens of Regina, 
who ran an ad in the Saskatoon Star Phoenix on Gay 
Pride Day in 1997. It featured four Bible references 
(Rom. 1:26-32, Lev. 18:22, Lev. 21:13, and 1 Cor. 
6:9) without quoting from them, an equal sign, and 
two stick men holding hands inside a red circle with 
a diagonal slash through it. Three homosexuals sued. 
A one-woman panel of human-rights commission 
ruled in their favor, saying the inclusion of Bible 
verses elevated the ad to violation of the code. She 
ordered Mr. Owens and the newspaper to pay each 
man $1,500.00. The federal court rejected .Mr. 
Owens' appeal, noting the Bible passages exposes 
homosexuals to hatred. 
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Coatradidioa in Terms 
O'~dult only" movies -like "adult only" book

stores and "adult" entertainment industry- are as
sociated with the most un-adult behavior imaginable. 
A mature approach to sex, for example, would have 
to do with marriage and procreation, not juvenile 
voyeurism (World, 1/11/03). 

leceaf fledioa 
$In assessing the election there is. a remarkable 

pattern of the defeat of hard-core pro-abortionists 
and the victory of pro-lifers in contests where abor
tion was a deciding issue. 

Standards 
0 Daniel Patrick Moynihan described our cul

tural problem as one of "defining deviancy down." 
The dynamics of the descent are maddening. Drug 
abuses, teenage promiscuity, suicide all come close to 
being "normalized" in a society that rejects the idea 
that anything is normative. What was once deviant, 
for instance homosexuality, is now declared normal, 
while questioning that change is "homophobia" and 
is declared deviant. 

Kill, Kill 
OA front-page story in the New York Times tells 

about an American nurse shot dead by a Muslim 
in Lebanon. She was working with an evangelical 
aid group that cares for children, mainly Muslim 
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children, in need. The word got out that she was also 
telling the Muslim children about Jesus, and so she 
was killed. The Times story is overwhelmingly sym
pathetic to the killer, instructing the readers on how 
very offensive a Christian presence is to Muslims. In 
telling the story the American nurse was clearly the 
one guilty of bad behavior by violating Muslim sensi
bilities. The moral is not that Muslims need to de
velop a greater respect for human rights and reli
gious freedom but that Americans - especially those 
who attempt to teach the saving gospel of Jesus -
need to respect Muslim disrespect. 

Selling 
$According to Cover Analyzer, an outfit that 

measures single-copy sales of three hundred con
sumer magazines, Jesus on the cover results in an av
erage 45 percent increase in sales. The Bible is the 
next best thing, while any mention of God on the 
cover also does the trick. The one thing that doesn't 
sell is scandal. 

An Interview 
OWilton Gregory, a Roman Catholic bishop, was 

interviewed on the News Hour with Jim Lehrer, and 
explained that the three things that the Catholics 
never have and never will accept are abortion, same 
sex unions, and women's ordination. 

fvangelicalism 
$Christianity Today International was founded 

by Billy Graham to publish the magazine Christianity 
Today. Its founding editor was Carl F.H. Henry, who 
led American fundamentalism into intellectual en
gagement with "other Christians" and with the cul
ture in general. At first he and his companions were 
known as "neo-evangelicals," but today are simply 
called evangelical Protestants. 

New look 
0 Leon Kass has written a new book, Life, Lib

erty, and the Defense of Dignity. Kass, a bioethicists 
is a conservative, and a supporter of absoluteness: 
Kass insists that human life at the earliest stages of 
development has a moral claim upon us, that don
i~~ huma? beings. f?r any reason is wrong, that phy
sician-asststed sutctde should not be legalized, and 
that generic engineering will produce much evil. 
Kass believes it is a necessity of our humanness not 
to ~o wrong. He. warns against embarking upon ex
penments that wtll turn our humanness into the ob
jec~ of uncontrolled and uncontrollable experimen
tanon. 



Get OuHa Town 
!~lFounded in 1875 as a center fo r mediums, 

psychics, and other spiritualists, the community of 
Casadaga, Fla., has alw<> ys had a unique character. 
When John Ferro tried to build a Christian church
the town's first- residents complained it would dis
rupt the town's "spiritual vibrations" and subject 
them to unwelcome evangelism (Christianity TodaY.. 
11/18/2002). 

Forcing Abortion 
\~lMandated abortio ns are usually associated 

with China, but recent news stories show it happens 
in the United States, roo. Before she was the WNBNs 
coach of the year, Washington Mystics head coach 
Marianne Stanley was at the University of California 
at Berkeley. There, reports The Washington Post, she 
told newly pregnant assistant coach Sharrona Alex
ander that she could keep either her unborn baby or 
her job. Likewise, The Washington Times reports that 
Samathia Robinson, interim Assistant Emergency 
Medical Services C hief for Washington D.C. , told 
trainees they'd be fired upon pregnancy. Three of the 
trainees, fearing for their jobs, had abortions. But 
this isn't China - Alexander (who refused to have 
the abortion) received a $115,000.00 settlement 
from the school, and Robinson was forced to retire. 

Advertising 
\~l"There is one God and his name is not Allah" 

was on the sign at the Cleveland Avenue Church of 
Christ, Long Beach, Cali f. After a community uproar, 
the church changed Allah to self. 

Dinosaurs and Creation 
by Donald B. DeYoung~ 

Dr. DeYoung is the former editor of the Creation 
Research Society Quarterly, and is no newcomer 
to the study of dinosaurs. He tackles - from a 
creationist perspective - commonly asked ques-
tions concerning dinosaurs in a way that provides 
accurate answers for both children and adults. The 
question-and-answerformat, concise glossary, and 
easy-to-use indexes combine to create a book 
useful for teachers, home-schooling parents, 
preachers, or anyone else interested in this !asci-

subject. pb 141 pgs. ,a*. 
$10.99 ~ 

$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Sad 
{~}45 .6 percent U.S. high school students said in 

2001 that they have had sexual intercourse. 

Going, Going, Gone 
{~lKip McKean, founder of the controversial In

ternational Churches of Christ, announced his resig
nation in November 2002, citing his own arrogance 
and family problems. 

ICOC critics doubt that McKean's resignation 
signals that the group will abandon its troubling 
practices; especially discipling that many believe is 
abusive. A factor in McKean's departure is the fact 
that his daughter said she wanted to leave ICOC. She 
said, "I thought that the only way I could find true 
freedom would be outside the church." 

McKean said he had caused many to stumble by 
focusing more on numbers than on pleasing God. 
RightCyberUp, an organization that counsels ICOC 
members, says that from 1999 to 2001 for every 5 
people baptized 4 left the ICOC, causing the 
movement's high rate t>f growth to decline sharply. 

ICOC elders AI Baird and Bob Gempel said sins 
in McKean's life "have seriously compromised his 
ability to lead in his present role." McKean has been 
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reassigned to a "full-time ministry role" in Los Ange
les. Baird said, "God still used McKean in a powerful 
way." 

Ponder Jhis 
fl I have often asked myself why human beings 

have any rights at all. I always come to the conclu
sion that human rights, human freedoms, and human 
dignity have their deepest roots somewhere outside 
the perceptible world. These values are as powerful 
as they are because, under certain circumstances, 
people accept them without compulsion and are 
willing to die for them, and they make sense only in 
the perspective of the infinite and the eternal. ... 
While the state is a human creation, human beings 
are a creation of God (Yaclav Havel, The New York 
Review of Books). 

PfJ4 
0 Last year the California Milk Advisory Board 

ran its "happy cows" ads featuring singing, wise
cracking dairy cows contentedly munching grass. 
The People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
sued, claiming the ads violate consumer protection 
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Larimore, and James A. Harding. BKVMOl 

359 pages • hardback 

$13.00 
$3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation •1·888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

3 2 April 2003 
Farm Foundation 

laws by deceiving consumers about the way cows ac
tually live. 

In Illinois last June, PETA was outraged when a 
casino invited customers to play tic-tac-toe against 
chickens. PETA objected because the game disre
spected chickens. 

Michael Pollan writes in the New York Times that 
the animal rights movement is scoring remarkable 
triumphs in its effort to have animals declared mor
ally equivalent to humans. In a recent U.S. poll re
ports that over half of all Americans think primates 
should have the same rights as human children. 

Scottish philosopher Alex MacDonald explains 
that as Darwinian theories of evolution gained favor, 
animal rights advocates could logically argue there is 
no essential difference between humans and animals. 

PET.Ns Ingrid Newkirk compares eating meat to 
the Nazis' Holocaust and openly says the animal 
rights movement is "at great odds" with "suprema
cist" Christian teaching. Charles Oliver of Reason 
magazine says, "By placing chickens and Jews on the 
same ethical plane," as Newkirk does, "animal rights 
activists may inadvertently make it easier for a future 
Hitler to herd millions of humans into gas chambers." 

Gambling 
'iJChristianity Today (April 2003) tells about 

"June's" addiction to gambling. She was a lonely 
widow who went through her husbands insurance 
settlement and began to cash certificates of deposit 
when she came to the attention of the executive di
rector of Compulsive Gamblers of New Jersey, who 
saved her from financial ruin. She lost $110,000.00. 
The article observes, "The Internet gambling indus
try started only eight years ago. There are now more 
than 1,800 gambling websites, frequently based in 
small island nations. Shut-ins who spend hours at a 
computer are particularly vulnerable. It's an incred
ible market for those who hunger for a relation
ship." 

The Bible warns us to "take heed and keep your
self from all. covetousness." Maybe preachers ought 
to take this up and having something to say in ser
mons about the essential sinfulness of gambling. 

Candy 
$SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (Reuters) - Students 

have free-speech rights to hand out candy canes that 
have prayers attached to them at school, a federal 
judge has ruled. 

In the latest chapter in America's long debate 
over the separation of church and state, U.S. District 



Judge Frank Freedman ruled that Massachusetts 
school officials violated the rights of a group of stu
dents by disciplining them for distributing the 
striped Christmas candy. 

The students, members of a Bible club at Westfield 
High School in western Massachusetts, were told they 
could distribute the candy canes with a "Happy Holi
days" message, but were forbidden to attach a mes
sage containing a prayer. 

In a ruling issued on Monday and made public 
on Tuesday, Freedman said the one-day suspen
sions given to the students violated their First 
Amendment rights to free speech, and he entered a 
preliminary injunction barring the school from pun
ishing them or enforcing similar speech restrictions 
against them. 

The judge said while school-sponsored religious 
speech is forbidden by the Constitution, student reli
gious speech is constitutionally protected. 

Freedman also rejected the school's claim that 
the religious messages could be barred because they 
might be offensive to non-Christian students. 

The U.S. Department of Justice, which along 
with the American Civil Liberties Union urged the 
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court to rule in favor of the students, welcomed the 
judge's decision. 

"This decision sends a strong message that schools 
may not discriminate against student expression sim
ply because it is religious," Ralph Boyd, assistant at
torney general for civil rights, said in a statement. 

Moon 

$ATHENS, Texas - A man who pleaded guilty to 
aggravated assault had an additional six months 
tacked onto his eight-year sentence after he mooned 
the judge. 

Judge Jim Parsons held 40-year-old Ray Mason 
in contempt of court Monday after he dropped his 
pants and showed Parsons and the rest of the court 
his backside. 

"He said something like, 'Hey, judge, look at 
this," Assistant District Attorney Barry Spencer re
called. About 70 other people were in the courtroom 
at the time, Spencer said. 

"I've been practicing criminal law for well over 
20 years, and I've seen a lot of things," said Mason's 
defense attorney John Sickel. "This is the first time 
anything like that has happened." F, 
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Homosexual Partner Benefits 

W ASHINGTON, D.C. - A leading homo 
sexual activist group has cut in half do
mestic partner benefits for its employees' 

lovers. 
The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, which 

is working to force corporations to adopt such ben
efits for its homosexual employees, reportedly said 
that the costs were "prohibitively expensive." 

The homosexual newspaper Washington Blade 
reported that the Task Force slashed partner benefits 
in half, following a plea by its outgoing executive di
rector, Lorri Jean, that the lovers' benefits were too 
expensive to maintain during a budget crunch. 

One of the key arguments used by NGLTF and 
other homosexual pressure groups is that extension 
of marital benefits to homosexuals will not cost com
panies much money. 

"Based on its own experience, the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force has been knowingly dishon
est in public about the increased cost to employers of 
extending insurance coverage to individuals whose 
homosexual activity puts them at dramatically higher 
risk of domestic violence, mental illness, substance 
abuse, life-threatening disease, and premature 
death," said Gary Glenn, president of the American 
Family Association of Michigan. 

"In public, homosexual activists arrogantly and 
deceitfully dismiss concerns by other employers 
about the costs of so-called 'domestic partner' ben
efits," Glenn said. "But in private, when faced with 
the reality that practicing what they preach was 
threatening their own salaries and lobbying budget, 
these very same homosexual activists cut same-sex 
benefits for their own employees." 

Glenn said NGLTF officials' "glaring hypocrisy" 
- revealed March 7 in a lead story by the Blade -
will be extremely helpful in his and other pro-family 
groups' efforts to oppose the adoption of so-called 
"domestic partner" benefits by private employers 
and state and local governments. 

"NGLTF Director Lorri Jean's admission that 
same-sex benefits for her own employees were 'pro
hibitively expensive' is now Exhibit A in the case 
we'll make to employers concerned about the rising 
cost of health care," he said. 
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NGLTF's private position on so-called "domestic 
partner" benefits was reported by The Blade, as fol
lows: 

Lorri Jean's first crisis at the Task Force surfaced 
several months after she took office (in 2001), 
sources said, when the NGLTF's unionized staff 
threatened to go public with a dispute over do
mestic partner benefits. During contract nego
tiations, Jean called for dropping a longstanding 
NGLTF policy of paying 100 percent of the 
health insurance premium for staff members' 
domestic partners, saying the benefit was pro
hibitively expensive. She had no objections to 
the existing policy of paying 100 percent of the 
health insurance premiums for employees them
selves. But a 100 percent benefit plan for domes
tic partners could not be sustained, Jean said, at 
a time when the group had a $500,000 debt, in
cluding an outstanding loan of $300,000. 

The Blade account continues: 
Following a heated staff meeting, the [Task 
Force] staffs union members voted to back down 
from the 100 percent partner benefit demand, 
settling instead for a 50 percent payment plan 
for partners of staff members. 

What the Task Force tells corporations 
NGLTF's public position on so-called "domestic 
partner' benefits is published on the NGLTF website, 
as follows: 

It Will Cost Too Much. The most common rea
son cited by companies who do not implement 
DP benefits is the perception that to do so would 
be cost prohibitive .... [T]hese concerns are base
less .... If a company cares about its employees 
and about the values of fairness and nondis
crimination, it should treat all employees equita
bly, no matter the price tag. 

Glenn said it is NGLTF's private rather than its 
public position on the issue that reflects the eco
nomic realities of adding to an employer's "insur
ance pool" new individuals whose homosexual lif
estyle makes them more likely to be disproportionate 
consumers of healthcare services, thus driving up 
premium costs for the pool of employees as a whole. 

In a "White Paper" on domestic partner costs, 
The Corporate Resource Council, a nonprofit con
sulting firm affiliated with the Alliance Defense 
Fund, based in Scottsdale, Ariz., reports that "execu
tives at many companies can expect that the cost of 



hea lth care for domestic partners will be higher
and perhaps significantly higher - than for married 
couples. One bi t of ev idence comes fro m a small 
group plan in California that paid 17.1 percent more 
last year for same-sex couples than for opposite-sex 
couples." 

"Taking high-risk enrollees and same-sex medical 
costs into account, some employers can expect 3 to 5 
percent higher cos ts if on ly 1 o r 2 percent of their 
employees choose domestic partner benefits," the 
council said. 

AFA-Michigan's Glenn cited numerous medical 
and other studies that document the disproportion
are health care consequences associated with homo
sexual behavior: 

Domestic Violence 
"It is likely the incidence of domestic violence among 
gay men is nearly double that in the heterosexual 
population. As many as 650,000 gay men may be vic
tims of domestic violence each year" (p. 14). There
searchers estimate that battery occurs in 50 percent of 
gay male couples (p. 12). (Men Who Beat the Men Who 
Love Them, by David Island and Patrick Letellier, co
editors of the National Lesbian & Gay Domestic Vio
lence Network newsletter) "One in five urban gay 
men is battered by his partner a new study by 
Georgetown University' s School of Nursing and 
Health Studies shows" (homosexual activist website 
365gay.com, Jan. 29, 2003). 

Mental Illness 

"[P]eople w ith same-sex sexual behavior are at 
greater risk for psychiatric disorders" (journal of the 
American Medical Association report: Archives of 
General Psychiatry, 2001, based on the "Netherlands 
Mental H ealth Survey and Incidence Study"). 

l ife-Threatening Disease and Substance Abuse 
Compared to heterosexual men, men who engage in 
homosexual behavior are at increased risk of HIV in
fection, hepatitis, HPV and all other STDs, anal, 
prostate and colon cancers, eating disorders, depres
sion and anxiety, and use alcohol, tobacco, and ille
gal drugs more often. (Gay and Lesbian Medical As
sociation Web report issued last year) 

"Homosexual men are at significan tly increased 
risk of H IV/AIDS, hepatitis, anal cancer, gonorrhea 
and gastrointestinal infections as a result of their 
sexual practices. . . . Women who have sex with 
women are at significantly increased risk of bacterial 
vaginosis, breast cancer and ovarian cancer than are 

heterosexual women" (Executive Summary, "Health 
Implications Associated with Homosexuali ty," 1999, 
by Medical Institute of Sexual Health; contact MISH 
through its website or call (800) 892-9484 to request 
a copy of the report). 

Premature Death 
"[L]ife expectancy at age 20 years for gay and bi
sexual men is 8 to 20 years less than for all men. If 
the same pattern of mo rtality were to continue, we 
estimate that nearly half of gay and bisexual men 
cu rren tly aged 20 years will not reach their 65th 
birthday" (Source: International journal of Epidemi
ology, Oxford University). 

''Among you ng gay and bisexual men in Vancou
ver, the HIV/AIDS epidemic has reduced life expect
ancy by up to 20 years" (Canadian Medical Associa
tion journal). 

The preceding article was adapted from a March 
8 news release sent out by Gary Glenn, president of 
the American Family Association of Michigan. Con
tact: Gary Glenn 989-835 -7978, Corporate Re
source Council (480) 444-0030. 

(Concerned Women for America; 1015 Fifteenth 
Sr. N .W, Suite 1100, Washingto n, D.C. 20005; 
Phone: (202) 488-7000 Fax: (202) 488-0806; E-mail: 
mail@cwfa.org) FF 
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that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
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It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBKO 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Did th~ kin~d?m of heaven exist dur
ing the preachmg mtmstry of Jesus. 

Answer: The kingdom e~i~ted i~' some .sense dur
ing Jesus personal mmtstry: The kmgdom of 

God is within you" (Luke 17:21); "If I cast out de
mons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of 
God is come upon you" (Matt. 2:28). 

The kingdom does not "come" (Matt. 5 :1 0; Mark 
9: 1) until after Jesus' death, but the kingdom is 
present in prospect because its King has come. Much 
of the teaching of Jesus has to do with the kind of 
person one must be to inherit his kingdom. "Blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt. 5 :3). "Let the little children come to 
me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the king
dom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever will 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by 
no means enter it" (Luke 18:16-17). 

Matthew starts the record of Jesus' earthly minis
try by saying he went about "preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom" (4:23). The example of his preach
ing which follows is the sermon on the mount (Matt. 
5, 6, 7). At the close of the sermon what he has taught 
is referred to as "his doctrine" or the doctrine of 
Christ. 

In this sermon he said, "For I say to you that un
less your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter 
the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5 :20). Jesus is not 
just saying that, since the Pharisees gave 10 percent 
we must give 12 percent, or since they were scrupu
lous about tithing every mint leaf and dill seed, we 
must be more scrupulous than they. 

The righteousness to which he points his disciples 
is a different kind of righteousness, "a righteousness 
of God by faith in Jesus Christ," to use Paul's expres
sion of it. It is a righteousness that comes through 
being forgiven of sin through the gospel, rather than 
one that comes as a result of never having sinned. 

The Pharisees trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous (Luke 18 :9), under the mistaken 
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notion that they could "establish their own righ
teousness" (Rom. 10:3). They did not seek righ
teousness or forgiveness from God, as the publican 
did (Luke 18:13 ), and thereby did not submit them
selves to the righteousness of God (Rom. 10:3). 
They did not seek forgiveness of sins; they did not 
see themselves as sinners in need of forgiveness. 
They were not poor in spirit. 

So Jesus is saying that our righteousness must ex
ceed that of the Pharisees, not just by being quantita
tively more of the same but by qualitatively exceed
ing it in kind. 

The whole Sermon on the Mount, indeed, much 
of the teaching of Jesus during this period, is point
ing toward Pentecost. 

The parables tell us what the kingdom of heaven 
is like. 

Everything he is saying and doing presupposes 
the kingdom. The words of the One who will as
cend the throne tell us how we as his subjects are to 
live. 
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Montgomery, AL 36109 
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- Alaska -
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 995 18. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.nct 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (51 0) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida -
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9 :30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

I 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15 p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Georgia-
Arlama - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside I-285). 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Chu rch of Christ, 9600 Main Sr. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507,20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a. m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
cast of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
damascuschurchofchri st@mris.com 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. 

-Missouri-
Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 

Farmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 
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1Qth edit io n 
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Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
0877797110 
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Cari119 & Sliari119 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church o f Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. A11n Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a. m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 121 5 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. I 0, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-895 1. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-722 1 Sun. 
9, 10:1 5 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • •• •• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just o ff Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wil moth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Ho uston - Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (28 1) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - II 0 I W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,67 1-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m. , 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
IO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (2 10) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Mai n, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p. m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1

/: mi. east of 1-35) 

- Washington -
O lympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3 132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 9850 I, Sun. 9:30, I 0:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Momt, evangelist. 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
r~nlo'l{rrl edition} 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket·sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOt 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Questions 
aud Aus·\Vers 
by Cuy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
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«The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal~ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2003 
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-
By Brad Harrub, Ph .D. 

I n the beginning was matter, which begat 
the amoeba, which begat the worm, 
which begat the fish, which begat the am

phibian, which begat the reptile, which begat the 
lower mammal, which begat the lemur, which 
begat the monkey, which begat man, who imag
ined God. 

This, according to atheist Charles Smith, is the 
genealogy of man. Sadly, he is far from being alone 
in his views of man's origin. In fact, a vast majority 
of modern-day scientists cling vehemently to this 
Darwinist view of origins as "gospel" on the matter. 
It has become the light under which all new data is 
examined. It has become their religion - one for 
which they will fight to secure its place in academia. 
And it appears that they are winning. 

While you may find the concept of men evolving 
from some primordial slime repulsive or sickening, 
the reality of the current political climate is far 
worse. For in our country, the only theory about 
man's origins allowed in the classroom is this falla
cious concept of organic evolution: amoeba to man. 
And although our country declared its independence 
with these words: "We hold these truths to be self
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness," we now live in a land where 
we can no longer discuss that Creator in the class
room. When Thomas Jefferson penned those famous 

words, he illustrated that from the very beginning, 
America recognized human rights as a gift of God, 
not something created by government. 

Yet, science and "political correctness" have ac
celerated the complete renunciation of God from 
public affairs. Displays of the Ten Commandments 
[which we are no longer under - BH] have been 
banned from public schools, courthouses, and other 
public property. Religious clubs have been denied 
equal access to public school grounds. ValedictOrians 
risk losing their position if they make reference to 
God in speeches or offer voluntary prayers at gradu
ation ceremonies. And recently, a court in California 
found the words "One nation, under God" in our 
nation's pledge of allegiance unconstitutional. 

Individuals who support these court decisions 
claim to be acting in defense of "the freedom of reli
gion." Yet, they are systematically tearing away the 
very foundation of that freedom - and abolishing 
any reference to an Almighty Creator. God has be
come a "bacteria" in our culture that must be ex
punged and eradicated at all costs. At some point 
however, we must ask our politically correct society, 
without a Creator, what can "endowed by their Cre
aror" possibly mean? 

This war to erase God has taken place in 
every form of media. If this movement had a Spe
cial Forces unit - such as the Navy Seals or Army 
Rangers- it would most surely be called evolution or 

(continued o.n page 5) 
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Editorial 

Drawing the Line 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

Editors receive a lot of mail - all of it 
much appreciated by the editor whose 
aim is to promote truth. Generally the 

mail is answered privately. Still, there is that oc
casional letter that raises a point that is of inter
est to the entire brotherhood. 

I recently received such a letter, which I 
print with all references to location and identity 
removed. 

Something occurred last Sunday that I know can 
not be right in the eyes of God. A lady came forward express-
ing a desire to place membership with the congregation. She is 
from the Baptist church. The Elders and Minister met with her 
and said she and they were convinced that her baptism was for 
the remission of sins and we would welcome her into the 
Church. Please send me your thoughts and scripture. In Chris-
tian love. 

The desire to please and be pleasing is commendable. Saints 
have no desire to alienate and irritate. We devoutly wish, as much 
as is possible, to "be at peace with all men." 

The burning desire to go along and get along is understood. 
However going with the flow can also be the doorway to apos

tasy and eternal ruin. 
So, where do we draw the line? I have recently read a book, 

The Lost Art of Drawing the Line, which points out that failing to 
oppose wrong results in an abysmal moral confusion, which can 
only be endorsed by Satan and his imps. 

We must draw the line somewhere. If we draw the line no
where, then everything is. right and nothing is wrong. Everything 
- from the "Lord thy God is one God" to not coveting thy 
neighbor's house or wife - is permissible. The Ten Command
ments are out the window ... the beatitudes are garbage ... and 
moral chaos reigns. 

For the child of God the line between right and wrong must be 
where the Bible speaks or where the Bible is silent. If anyone ob
jects to this basic principle, let him be anathema (See Gal. 1 :8-9). 

Well, okay, how does this relate to the question raised by our 
reader? 

There is a modern tendency to modify Bible principles by play
ing the "what-if" game. This frenzy is sometimes fed by well
meaning people who love God and want to go to heaven, but who 
are determined to have their way - no matter what. 

There are some sensible "what-if" questions that are ·intended 
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to clarify or illustrate an important point, and we have no wish to 
discount these. Yet, the "what-if" technique can be used to ob
scure truth - and for these we have no patience. 

To know. when a "what-if" proposition is self-serving and 
when it is truth-serving requires a generous application of com
mon sense. 

Now, to the question: 
It is theoretically possible for a person in any denominational 

affiliation -.or for any devout unbeliever - to study the scrip
tures and learn what one must do to receive divine forgiveness. 
The inescapable truth that the remission of sins is accessed 
through (1) faith; (2) repentance; (3) confession of the Lordship of 
Jesus; and (4) baptism is (5) written large in the new covenant. 

It is equally plain in divine revelation that baptism involves 
immersion and resurrection. No God-fearing person will even at
tempt to gainsay the teaching of Jesus that water is the door to the 
kingdom of God Uohn 3:5). 

Because this plan of salvation is etched in the blood of Jesus on 
the flyleaf of inspiration, it must be discernible to any student of 
the Bible. And that means that even he who "runs may read and 
understand" the clarion call to salvation - so benevolent is our 
God, and so clear his message of redemption_. 

Every person who reads with unveiled eyes can know precisely 
what the Lord God requires of him. 

So, the theory that an unbeliever may learn and obey the will 
of God is sound. 

If this is not true, restoration is impossible. 
Since the Bible makes it undeniably plain that it is distinctly 

possible for first-century Christianity to be restored to any age, 
then this must be true. 

Should this happen, we praise God and press on. 
But this reasonable "what if" can become a stumbling block 

and a deception. The very clearness and accessibility of Bible truth 
can be an obstacle to the naive and to the dishonest. 

Let me explain. 
Here is a person who is good and honest in heart, but happens 

to be a member of a sectarian church. This person sincerely be
lieves that the sectarian preacher is teaching from the word of God 
(they see the Bible open in his hand). The person learns from his 
study of God's word that to be saved one must hear, believe, re
pent, confess, and be baptized - and that baptism is burial with 
Christ in water and resurrection with Christ. 

He verily thinks within himself, "My denominational preacher 
teaches from the Bible. The Bible teaches that saving grace comes 
at the point of baptism. Therefore my denominational preacher 
must have taught that faith saves in the water of baptism. There
fore, since I was baptized under the influence of such teaching, I 
must have been baptized to wash away sins." 

Once this gets stuck in the person's head, the unpretentious and 
honorable sectarian man or woman becomes adamant in insisting 
that he or she was baptized in the Bible way, when in fact his or her 
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denominational baptism was for the wrong purpose. 
Some seem to think that the only essential ele

ment of Bible baptism is that it include immersion in 
water, and therefore every person immersed in the 
name of Christ has been properly baptized -regard
}fss of the reason for the baptism. 

"' This, of course, is false, seeing the Bible teaches 
that the penitent believer is to be immersed in water 
to wash away sins, and raised to walk in newness of 
life. Acts 2:38 tells believers to "repent and be bap
tized . . . unto the remission of sins." The "unto the 
remission of sins" is a part of the command. There
fore, the penitent believer is to be immersed and 
raised to receive the remission of sins. The purpose is 
as vital as the method - the purpose is washing 
away sins (Acts 2:38) and the method is burial and 
resurrection (Col. 2: 12). 

The question is what to do with such a person? 
We may reason: (1) The Bible teaches plainly on the 
scheme of redemption; (2) this person claims to un
derstand that clear teaching; (3) therefore we must 
accept the person's insistence that he or she has been 
baptized as the scriptures require. 

We wrongly conclude that if a person comes to 
us saying, "I was baptized for the remission of sins," 
we are obligated to accept the person as saved and as 
a member of the churches of Christ. 

Well, where's the rub? 
Suppose the person was wrong in the misguided 

claim to have obeyed the gospel? 
Good question. 
Here is the problem: if we conclude (1) God 

means exactly what he says (he that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved). And, the person is (2) mis
taken and has not in fact been immersed to receive 
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the remission of sins. If these premises are correct, 
then (3) this devout man or woman who sincerely 
believes that he or she has obeyed the commands of 
God (when this is not the case), is in fact lost. If we 
concur in the person's deception, then we contribute 
to his or her damnation. The blood of such a person 
is on our hands because we did not insist on the 
whole counsel of God. 

What to do? Oh! What to do? 
The discerning person ought to know that a per

son baptized in a denominational body - any de
nominational body - is not likely to have been hap-

. tized to wash away sins. Protestant and Anglican de
nominations - of every sort and stripe - insist that 
salvation comes at the point of faith, before and 
without further works of obedience. · 

It is virtually inconceivable that a denominational 
preacher would baptize anyone for the Bible-assigned 
purpose, and therefore it is unimaginable that a per
son baptized in a denominational church could have 
been baptized to receive forgiveness of sins. 1 

The person may fool himself into thinking he has 
been biblically baptized, but it is illusion and not re
ality. 

Dare we contribute to the misunderstanding? 
Many of us have experienced having a person 

from a denomination come to us claiming to have 
been scripturally baptized. Some of us, in reasoning 
with the person, have suggested that the preacher 
who did the baptizing be called and asked if he bap
tizes "unto the remission of sins." In every case, the 
denominational preacher responds that there is no 
way he would ever baptize anyone to receive the re
mission of sins - or to have sins washed away. 

The denominational person may even be told by 
the preacher who baptized him, that the idea of sal
vation at the point of baptism is dangerous doctrine, 
but is as "catching as the itch." 

That usually settles the matter - the denomina
tional person is convinced that he had been mistaken 
and agrees to be baptized in the Bible way. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

1 Bob Ross, a Baptist preacher, in an attempt to get around plain Bible 
teaching, claims to baptize unto the remission of sins, but he says the 
remission is figurative and not· real. In other words, he says that a per
son receives forgiveness and is saved (born again) at the point of faith 
before and without water baptism, but is nevertheless baptized to re
ceive a figurative forgiveness, the actual forgiveness having already been 
received at the point of faith only. This, of course does not square with 
James 2:24, John 3:5, and Acts 22:16. Bob Ross is wrong and his ploy is 
worthless. Fp 



Man - No Longer Endowed by a Creator? 
(continued from page 1) 

neo-Darwinism. The belief of a special creation has 
been discounted in magazines, on the television, and 
has now fallen under attack within the church. The 
atheists and agnostics of the world have been effective 
at casting doubt on the very first verse of the Bible, 
where it clearly states: "In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the Earth" (Gen. 1:1). 

These words are no longer viewed as the words 
of Almighty God, but rather as a nice introduction to 
a fable or myth. Day-after-day our children sit at the 
feet of professors who, using fancy words and scien
tific theories, teach that man's origins are the result 
of some Big Bang or Punctuated Equilibrium. And 
we find ourselves in a nation that has outlawed God 
from the classroom, and who now believes their own 
origin ca·ifbe ex-plained by some cosmological acci
dent. 

But that is not the most heartrending part. The 
truly tragic part is that Christians are now clinging to 
this fictitious theory of how man arrived on the 
earth. People who have confessed the name of Christ · 
are suddenly giving more credence to a CNN news 
report, than to the inspired, God-breathed, Holy 
Bible. They,' too, are willing to toss aside those pow
erful words "in the beginning God created" in favor 
of man's latest scientific theory. Sadly, in the process 
of discounting the first few chapters of Genesis, 
these Christians are undermining the very founda
tion of their own religion. If they question the way 
the Bible explains how man arrived on this earth, 
then what makes them think they can believe what it 
says regarding salvation and the afterlife? If God did 
not do it the way he said he did, then why should we 
believe he sent his only Son to die for our sins? Have 
Christians not realized the embodiment of all that 
they are compromising when they buy into evolution 
and the idea of a six-billion-year-old earth? 

The Miracle Before All Other Miracles! 
"If we cannot measure it with our five senses, then it 
must not be real." This is the central dogma of sci
ence. The scientific method is concerned only with 
those things that can be measured, tested., and ob
served (which is extremely ironic given that evolu
tion itself has· never been measured or observed, and 

cannot be tested). Anything that falls outside of this 
scientific method is called into question. Thus, our 
society has been trained to discount and discredit 
ideas or theories that cannot be measured, tested, 
and observed. This mantra is repeated over and over 
by evolutionists who claim special creation is noth
ing more than smoke and mirrors. After all, it relies 
on supernatural miracles - something that scientists 
are quick to point out are unscientific in nature. And 
sadly, many Christians find themselves trying to de
fend their faith by excising miracles out of the Bible. 
They do not want to appear unlearned, so they stick 
to verses that are far-removed from miraculous 
events. 

This, however, is not what God intended when 
he said: "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: 
and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:15). We should 
not be scared to discuss miracles - for their main 
purpose was to point back to our Almighty Creator. 
Throughout past human history, God has performed 
many wonderful miracles for man. He caused the 
burning bush not to be consumed in speakin·g· to 
Moses (Exod. 3). He parted the Red Sea so Moses 
and the Israelites could escape from Egypt's. army 
(Exod. 14). He caused Balaam's mule to speak 
(Num. 22), and brought the walls of Jericho crum
bling down without anyone ever laying a hand on 
them U osh. 6). He caused the sun to stand still so the 
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Israelites could win a battle against their enemies 
Uosh. 10). He even raised his Son, jesus, from the 
dead three days after he was crucified (Acts 10:40). 

But none of these miracles would have been pos
sible had it not been for a significant miracle that oc
curred many years before. When Moses wrote in 
Genesis 1: 1 that "in the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth," he summarized in a single 
sentence one of the most important miracles of all
the miracle of creation. In a period of six literal days, 
God brought into existence a universe full of galax
. ies, solar systems, planets, stars, and the first inhabit
ants of the earth. The writer of Hebrews said: "We 
understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that the things which are seen were not 
made of things which are visible" (11:3). When God 
created, he did not use matter and energy that al
ready were in existence. Rather, he spoke them into 
existence "by the word of his power" (Heb. 1:3 ). 
The psalmist wrote: "Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
him. For he spoke, and it was done; he commanded, 
and it stood fast" (Pss. 33:8-9). This is the Bible's 
way of letting us know that God did not use natural 
processes to bring the universe, the earth, plants, ani
mals, and humans into existence. Instead, he used a 
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great miracle - the miracle of creation! One that we 
should neither neglect nor be afraid to defend. 

Christ is given credit for healing the lame, walk
ing on water, and feeding the five thousand. To 
Christians, those miracles are demonstrations of the 
power of God. We readily accept and believe them 
along with the resurrection of Jesus following his 
crucifixion. Yet we question God's ability to create 
the universe and the earth on which we live. Scien
tists have inundated society with their scientific 
method and the belief that it would be impossible . 
"Six literal days? It wquld break all the known laws 
of science. It would be a Herculean task just to create 
one animal, much less all of them in just 48 hours. 
Mter all, with all of our knowledge and wisdom, we 
still cannot produce life from non-life." And yet that 
is the whole point - it was miraculous! It was 
Herculean! God was able not only to break the laws 
of science, but he also then shaped those laws and 
put them into place. Have we forgotten that God is 
omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient? If we are 
to believe and protect the rest of the Bible, then we 
must be ready to believe and defend that God did it 
the way he said he did - in six literal days. 
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(We are reprinting brother McCord's excellent work on the book of Revelation.) 

I Know Thy Works, Lesson 4 
By Hugo McCord,·Ph.D. 

M ost congregations will have to wait until 
judgment day to have a personal ap
praisal of their condition by the Lord, but 

the seven churches of Asia in A.D. 96, while they were 
yet on this side of the grave, received a current report. 

The church at Ephesus owed a debt of gratitude 
to the apostle Paul, who for three years (A.D. 54-57) 
made "the chief city of Asia" his home and estab
lished the Lord's church there. Eldc::rs were ap
pointed. Those elders were glad that, after Paul felt 
compelled to leave Ephesus in the spring of A.D. 57, 
they did get to have a brief visit with him in the 
spring of A.D. 58. Four years then intervened before 
they heard from Paul by way of a letter from his Ro
man prison. His letter to the Ephesians shows how 
thrilled he was at the continued progress of his chil
dren in the gospel. Happy he was, writing in A.D. 
62, hearing of the circulated report of their "faith in 
the Lord Jesus' and of "the love which" they demon..: 
strated "toward all the saints" (Eph. 1: 15). 

But, in the next year, when he visited Ephesus 
again in person, the church had quickly depreciated. 
He found an emphasis on "endless genealogies" and 
fables instead of "love out of a pure heart" (1 Tim. 
1 :4-5). As much as he disliked being without his 
traveling companion, Timothy, he felt it necessary, to 
correct the situation, to station Timothy at Ephesus. 
Whether or not the young preacher succeeded is Q.Ot 
known, but it is certain that 30 years later, with John 
the apostle as the local preacher and likely an elder, 
the church was in bad condition. In A.D. 96 the 
Christians at Ephesus still had many noble qualities 
(not standing with the Nicolaitans, discerning false 
teachers, being faithful to Jesus' name), but their first 
love they had abandoned (Rev. 2:4 ). Love being 
greatest of all Christian qualities (Col. 3:14; 1 Cor. 
13:13), this defect would be fatal unless they re
pented. The Lord's appraisal was that he would dis
own them. Let us hope that the aged John, returning 
to Ephesus from his exile, was able to bring the 
church again in the Lord's favor. 

Spirituality and Worldliness 
How comforting must have been Jesus' word to the 
poverty-stricken, persecution-suffering disciples at 
Smyrna (present day Izmir). The omnipresent Lord 
knows every situation. He knew how the Christians 
at Smyrna lacked this world's goods, but he knew 
that they were spiritually rich. He knew they had 
suffered for his name, and he could see more grief 
coming, and so encouraged them to ready them
selves for it. Refreshing it is that the Smyrna church 
received not one word of reprimand from her Lord. 
If ordinary humans at Smyrna could so order their 
lives that they were without criticism, hope arises 
among Christians today. 

But the third of the seven churches, Pergamum, 
was not above criticism. Though the members there 
had faithfully undergone severe persecution (holding 
to the faith and to Jesus' name), yet they were tolerat
ing those who worshiped at idols' temples and there 
committed fornication. As the ancient Israelites had 
done at Baal-peor (Num. 25:3), so did the Lord's dis
ciples at Pergamum. This sin apparently is referred to 
in two ways: as the teaching of Balaam (Num. 31: 16) 
and as the teaching of the Nicolai tans (Rev. 2: 15). The 
ancients (Ireneus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, 
Epiphanius, Jerome) reported that Nicolas (Acts 6:5), 
one of the seven excellent Christians serving on the 
church charity committee at Jerusalem, had aposta
tized to immorality, and had taught others to do the 
same thing. It is strange that people so inclined would 
profess membership in the Lord's church. 

The Lord's appraisal of the Thyatira church is 
comparable to that of Pergamum. At Thyatira Chris
tians were energetic, not weary in well doing, and 
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were complimented that their last works exceeded 
their former activities. But they too were guilty of tol
erating a false teacher, namedJezebel, who apparently 
led the people into the same kinds of immoralities 
characterized by the names of Balaam and Nicholas. 

The Dead and the Undefiled 
Jesus saw most of the church at Sardis as dead and 
dying spiritually. Somehow they had developed a big 
reputation ("a name that thou livest" (3: 1), but in the 
Lord's eyes they had not carried through to comple
tion any Christian work (3 :2). However, the all-seeing 
Eye, observing each individual, was aware that a few 
Christians at Sardis had not defiled themselves either 
by immorality or inactivity. Therefore, they were es
teemed "worthy" (3:4) and were on their way to have 
their names confessed before the Father (3:5). 

In being spared criticism, it is likely that the 
Philadelphia church paralleled the complimented 
Smyrna church, that is, if the "little power" of the 
Philadelphia Christians was all of which, in their 
situation, they were capable. They were utilizing an 
open door in their town to keep aloft the Lord's 
name, apparently in the face of infidelic opposition. 
The Lord had seen what they had experienced and 
prepared them for further persecution destined for 
the whole world. The Lord loved what he saw 
among the Philadelphia saints. 

But how displeased was the one who had died 
for all men when he saw the sad spiritual condition 
of the Laodicean congregation. Their lukewarm atti-
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tude was nauseating to their Savior. Whereas their 
estimate was that they were well off and lacking 
nothing, the one whose appraisal is accurate classed 
them as poor and blind and naked. Severely did he 
chasten them, assuring those sorry Christians that he 
still loved them. If there were no change, certainly 
they would be rejected. But he affirmed a change 
could be! The tender, patient, ever-loving Lord as
sured them he was standing at the door of their 
hearts, knocking, wanting readmission. How much 
he wanted to come in and have fellowship with 
them. The Lord is grieved when people will not do 
the right. 

Seven times (according to some Greek manu
scripts and in the King James) the good Lord said: "I 
know thy works" (2:2, 9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15). Salva- . 
tion is not by works (Eph. 2:8-9), but it is not with
out works (Gal. 5 :6). Only the blood has saving 
power (Heb. 9:22), but the blood only saves those 
who "work righteousness" (Acts 10:35). Not by 
works of the law of Moses (Rom. 3 :28), nor by one's 
own works of righteousness (Titus 3 :5), but by his 
mercy is salvation; but mercy will save only those 
who "work out their own salvation" (Phil. 2:12). 
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A Study of John 1:1 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

I n the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was 
God Uohn 1:1). 

The phrase "in the beginning" in Greek is en 
arche which means "in the concept of beginnings, in 
the area of beginnings, in the sphere of origins." 

The word was is the imperfect tense of the verb 
eimi which is the Greek verb of "existence, to exist, 
to be." The imperfect tense stresses continuous ac
tion in past time. When the apostle John uses the im
perfect tense of eimi here, he is claiming the eternal 
existence of Jesus. 

John is teaching that if you start at the very be
ginning of time, the Word Uesus), was continuing to 
exist before that starting point. The first phrase of 
John's Gospel teaches the deity and eternal nature of 
Jesus. 

The word Word is from the Greek word logos. 
The logos, to the Greeks, was a philosophical, ab
stract, impersonal, and ideological concept. It was an 
all-pervading principle~ the rational principle behind 
and underlying the universe. It was creative energy. 

The Greeks did not consider the logos as per
sonal. But, the important point was that they consid
ered the logos the supreme principle of the universe. 
Everything derived its existence from the logos. It 
was the force that originated and permeated all 
things. 

To the Hebrew mind the concept of "the Word" 
was very distinctive. Throughout the Old Testament, 
the word of the Lord is thought of as an effective 
agent for accomplishing the divine will. 

Psalms 33:6 states, "By the word of Jehovah 
were the heavens made." 

Isaiah 55:11 says, "So shall my word be that 
goeth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." 

Psalms 107:20; 147:15, and Jeremiah 23:19 
bring out the same idea. 

The word of God is the creative power in Gen
esis 1. 

Through his words God was continually making 
his will known or demonstrating his power. When 

Hebrew ceased to be a spoken language by the com
mon Jew, they needed the Old Testament explained 
to them. These explanations were written down and 
known as Targums. 

Exodus 19:17 says, "And Moses brought forth 
the people out of the camp to meet God." The 
Targum read, "to meet the Word of God." 

Deuteronomy 9:3 said that God is a consuming 
fire, but the Targum translated it, "the word of God 
is a consuming fire." 

So, in the· Hebrew mind the logos was focused in 
a person, not just some abstract, all-powerful cre
ative force. 

The apostle John combines both the Greek and 
Hebrew ideas to teach that the logos is the all-power
ful force behind the universe, but he is also a person 
at the same time. 

John uses the word logos to refer to Jesus four 
times in the New Testament- John 1:1, 14; 1 John 
1:1; and Revelation 19:13. 

The next phrase says, "and the Word was with 
God." 

If there was any question concerning the person
ality of the logos, this phrase removes all doubt. The 
word was is the same verb used in the first phrase of 
the verse. The word with is the Greek word pros. 
This preposition is a face to face preposition. It 
means "near, with, to, towards, facing, etc." 

It is the same word in 1 John 2:1 where John 
says, "We have an Advocate with the Father." The 
preposition pros stresses that the logos comes into 
the very presence of God. The logos comes face to 
face with God. Thus, the logos is a person. 

The third phrase has been the subject of much 
controversy and debate. This third phrase says, "and 
the Word was God." 

The Greek reads kai theos en ho logos. Since there 
is no article before theos, the Jehovah's Witnesses 
translate as follows, "and the word was a god." 

They believe that Jesus is a created being, a lesser 
god, an angel who rose to prominence. They trans
late theos with a small g. 

The Jehovah's Witnesses translation is called "The 
New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures." 
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They claim to follow the rules of Greek gram
mar, but, do not. Absolutely not! The rule of Greek 
grammar is that nouns without the article (called 
anarthrous nouns) are either indefinite or qualitative 
(stressing character). 

If the noun is indefinite one would insert a or an 
before the noun. This is what they do in this third 
phrase and thus claim they have scholarship on their 
side. The problem is that all the standard translations 
read, "and the Word was God" - not "a god" like 
they claim. If scholarship is on their side, why do all 
the major translations disagree with them? The an
swer is simply that they are wrong. 

It is true that in New Testament Greek the 
anarthrous nouns are either indefinite or qualitative. 
But the important point that must be emphasized is 
that the standard translations produced by hundreds 
of real scholars all take theos to be qualitative not in
definite. I do not know of one single standard trans
lation done by reputable scholars where theos is not 
understood as qualitative in John 1:1. 

Concerning this third phrase, Dana and Mantey 
state that it "emphasizes Christ's participation in the 
essence of the divine nature" and "clearly applies to 
character." They say, "When quality or character is 
stressed, the construction is anarthrous." 

The Jehovah's Witnesses say that Jesus is notre
ferred to with the definite article and theos. How
ever, John 20:28, Romans 9:5, and Hebrews 1:8 use 
the definite article with theos in referring to Jesus. 

The Jehovah's Witnesses deny the doctrine of the 
Trinity. They say that if the doctrine of the Trinity 
were true, that John would have used the definite ar
ticle with theos in this third phrase. Absolutely not! 

If theos had the definite article, it would destroy 
and deny the Trinity. It would have meant that Jesus 
and God the Father were the same person. But that is 
not true! 
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Also, context must help in determining ~hether 
an anarthrous noun is indefinite or qualitative. 

Context determines whether theos should be 
translated "God" or "god." 

In Acts 28:6 the verse, referring to Paul, reads, 
"He was a god." This is accurate. The pagan 
Melitans did not believe in one God. Note in Acts 
28:6 the word theos follows the verb in Greek. 

Arguments Against the Jehovah's Witnesses 
1. In 1 John 1:2 John refers to Jesus as the "eter

nal life." If something or someone is eternal, it can
not be generated. If something or someone can be 
generated, it is not eternal. Jesus is eternal and, 
therefore, never had an origin or beginning. Jesus is 
not a created being as Jehovah's Witnesses claim. 

2. John 1:3 says, "All things were made through 
him." If Jesus was a created being, there is one thing 
that was not made through him - that is himself
and therefore the verse would teach error. 

3. The word theos is translatea "God" with a 
capital "G" in John 1:6, 12, and 18. And yet, theos is 
anarthrous in every case. The New World Transla
tion does not translate these occurrences as "a God" 
but simply "God." One researcher pointed out that 
the translators of their scriptures were not Greek 
scholars. We must also remember that context is a. 
very important factor in translation. 

4. The Jehovah's Witnesses rely on their govern
ing body and the Watchtower magazine to give the 
correct interpretations of the Bible. This flies against 
Ephesians 5:17'and Acts 17:11 which teach each in
dividual Christian must understand. The Jehovah's 
Witnesses are like the Catholics who tell their mem
bers what to believe. 

5. The Dec. 12, 1980 issue of Christianity Today. 
said, "Ex-members frequently cite dishonesty in 
scholarship as their reason for leaving the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. Researcher and ex-Witness Duane 
Magnani believes the best way to confront Witnesses 
is with contradictions in their own literature which 
prove to them the organization cannot possibly be 
their authority." 

Three Great Truths Taught at Jesus in John 
1. Jesus is eternal. 
2. Jesus is a person. 
3. Jesus is deity, that is, has the characteristics of 

God (eternal, unchangeable, all-knowing, all-seeing, 
all-powerful). 4642 Royal Crest 
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There Are Schisms and There Are Schisms 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

M any who read these lines may think, yes, 
we have a problem with this "change 
movement," but we have had other 

problems in the past and they soon played out and 
the church has moved on. They surmise that the 
church is strong and will survive it. Those who think 
like this are not well informed as to the nature and 
extent of the danger before us. 

We have had numerous problems that were cen
tered on one or a handful of preachers and involved 
but a scattered group of congregations. We have had 
a few legalistic brethren break fellowship and form 
other brotherhoods. 

Most of these have withered and declined over 
the years. Yes, there were a few premillennialists and 
charismatics that flourished for a brief season and 
then moved on to the more accommodating fields of 
denominationalism. Today's challenge is different. 
Not since the end of the 19th century have we faced 
a threat so dangerous. 

What we call the change movement is an uncom- · 
mon danger. Consider the following aspects of it: 

+ It is already spread throughout the nation and 
is affecting our churches in most major cities. 

+Already its proponents have control of our 
two largest universities (Abilene and Pepperdine) and 
have a significant foothold in some others. 

+ They have captured several of our largest, 
most influential congregations. 

+ The leaders of this movement are not poorly 
educated country preachers. They are talented men 
with advanced degrees. They fill important pulpits 
and university chairs. 

+They have at their disposal wealth, influence, 
position and power. 

+ They are influencing large numbers of young 
future preachers in their schools. 

+ They are making their appeal to the under 50 
segment of our brethren, many of whom are so defi
cient in Bible knowledge and have so absorbed the 
culture of our age that they readily embrace their hu
man concepts and schemes. 

+ The promoters of change are aggressively pro
moting their agenda. They understand the value of 

working together to attain their goals. They know the 
value of disseminating their doctrines in print form. 

+ Their scholars are busy rewriting our brother
hood history so that future generations will not 
know their roots and true heritage and thus be sus
ceptible to their deceptive message. 

+ These false brethren have no intention of leav
ing our fellowship. They are determined to stay and 
change us into their own image. 

+ They have been able to operate with only scat
tered and minimal opposition thus far. No major op
position has been mounted against their program. 

We will survive this onslaught only if: 
+ A sufficient number of brethren awaken to the 

threat facing us. 
+They are willing to take up the sword and 

shield in defense of the faith (Phil. 1: 16). 
+ They are willing to invest the necessary time, 

energy and money into providing the supplies and 
materials needed for this spiritual conflict. 

<· They are willing and able to band together with 
others of like faith and fight for the common good. 

•:• They can bear with the infirmities of each 
other and abstain from fratricidal infighting that 
leaves us divided and helpless in the face of a deter
mined enemy. 

<• They will stay the course and not become 
weary in well doing until the victory is won (1 Cor. 
15:58). 

+ They will act quickly, before the enemy has 
gained such strength and numbe~;s that they will be 
like a tidal wave, sweeping every thing before them. 

Brethren, this is no ordinary, run-of-the-mill, 
schism. This is like a 1 00-year flood. Only when the 
danger is understood, can we hope to successfully 
confront and contain it. "Quit ye like men." "Fight 
the good fight of the faith" (1 Tim. 6:12). 
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The Nature of Religion 
By Richard S. Leeper 

(Elder and Preacher for the Ferry Pass Church of Christ in Pensacola, FL) 

R ligion in the life of a human can be a power
ful force. The power comes from our ability 
to develop compelling faith which is the 

core of all religion. We believe that proper faith 
comes from hearing the word of God as revealed 
through prophets and the Son of God, Jesus the 
Christ. Others accept statements developed by the 
reasoning of man with the same enthusiasm as we do 
the revelations of God. Many believe that inner light 
claimed by some is from a higher source, therefore, it 
can become the center of their religion. Calling 
someone very religious does not speak to the truth
fulness of what they believe. It speaks only to the te
nacity of their faith . 

. To understand religion based upon truth is to un
derstand the development of God's revelations to 
man and that man needed to turn simple faith into 
religion. The English word religion comes to us from 
the Latin word religio. That word had very specific 
meaning. It means to "read over again" or to "bind." 
This specificity enabled the early English translators 
of the Bible and various writers to clearly define reli
gion and their understanding of it. Early translations 
were being made from both the Latin Vulgate and 
early Greek manuscripts and were being produced 
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chiefly from A.D. 1500 to A.D. 1650. It was during 
this period that the word religion seems to have re
gained its true (present) meaning. 

Recognition on the part of man of some higher 
unseen power as having control of his destiny, 
and as being entitled to obedience, reverence, 
and worship; the general mental and moral atti
tude resulting from this belief, with reference to 
its effect upon the individual or the community; 
personal or general acceptance of this feeling as 
a standard of spiritual and practical life (Oxford 
English Dictionary). 

Many English writers of this time period incor
porated statements about religion in their works of 
History and political conditions. Three examples fol
low from Gilbert Burnet, Samuel Purchas and Tho
mas Hobbes. 

+1535 in Burnet Hist. Ref. (1679} I. Rec. iii. 140 
That true Religion is not contained in Apparel, .... 
singing, and such other kind of Ceremonies; but in 
cleanness of mind [etc.]. 

+1613 Purchas Pilgrimage (1614} 20 True Reli
gion is the right way of reconciling and reuniting 
man to God. 

+1651 Hobbes Leviath. I. ii. 51 There are no 
signs ... of Religion, but in Man on ely (Old English 
spelling). 

This understanding that the process of religion is 
the correct way of reconciling and reuniting man to 
God is the theme of the entire Bible. The Greek 
words that are sometimes translated as religion or re
ligious are also translated as "worshiping" and "su
perstitious." These words do not carry with them the 
impact of "binding" to God that is implicit in under-
standing reconciliation with God. ~ 

True religion must focus on two concepts. One is 1 
hearing or reading the word of God over and over ~ 
and the second is to voluntarily bind one's self to I 
what is revealed even at great sacrifice. There are ~ 
two great written revelations from God that are time t 
specific. These are combined into what is called the ~~ 
Old Testament and the New Testament and have 
been placed in "The Book" or the Bible. The chil- ~ 
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dren of Israel were given the first recorded revela
tion from God by Moses about 1491 B.C. and were 
immediately advised to read it over and over and 
bind their consciousness to this word. These words 
are in the Old Testament. This became their religion 
(Deut. 6:5-9). The Hebrew word for bind means "to 
yoke, gird, keep, make ready and tie." Solomon rec
ognized the value of binding to wise words. His 
wo.rds ~re a good example to us to use in binding to 
the word of God (Prov. 6:20-22). David also ex
presses the true. essence of religion under the Law of 
Moses in his writing. (Pss. 119:31-34) 

In the New Testament the writer of Hebrews 
(Heb. 7:18-19) summarizes the entrance into the 
world of a better hope than Israel had and by that 
hope we can draw near to God. Our religion moves 
into the time of the New Testament. This new hope 
is the grace and truth brought to the world by Jesus, 
the Son of God. If God through Christ becomes the 
focus of our religion, we would expect to hear the 
word of God and bind what we hear into every as
pect of life, and such it does. Before we can bind to 
God, we must make a conscious effort to draw near 
to God Games 4 :8-10). It is evident from what James 
reveals that man must turn from his own ways 
through humility before he can appreciate God's 
ways. God does not need to change, but man does. A 
person who thinks he doesn't need God cannot bind 
to God in that state. This is analogous to thinking of 
God as a fixed magnet and thinking of our self as a 
movable magnet. If we approach God thinking we 
need nothing, we approach with our south pole ap
proaching his south pole, and the two repel instead 
of attract (Rev. 3:15-19). Until we empty our self of 
self, through humility, we will never be able to bind 
truly to God or he to us. We must turn our self 
around and allow humility, our north pole, to bind 
to God's south pole (Matt. 18:3; Acts 28:27). Our 
desire for religion makes demands upon us to receive 
from God the blessings of binding to him in Christ 
(Rom. 12:1). When our desire to bind to God is 
strong enough to convince us to put the old man of 
sin to death and bury him in the death of Christ by 
baptism, we begin to experience the many joys of 
true religion (Gal. 3:26-28; 1 Cor. 6:17). After we 
are made one with Christ, the blessings of this union 
are numberless. 

Again we find that religion requires us to con
stantly reinforce the bond between our self and God. 
One of the meanings of religion is to "read over 
again." As long as we live we will never reach the. 

point when that is no longer needed. When we read 
God's promise to keep us from temptation too 
strong for us bear, we also read his encouragement to 
increase our armor against temptation (1 Cor. 10:13; 
Eph. 6: 13-17). In effect, God is working through our 
increased maturity to protect us from temptation 
(Phil. 2:13; Eph. 3:20-2). When we bind to God, he 
binds to us. 

In summary, true religion is a process that ac
tively engages us with God every day of our life. It 
engages us at home or at work, as we drive or enjoy 
recreation. It engages us as we speak and as we laugh 
or cry. It engages us whether we are sick or well, rich 
or poor. In fact religion engages us in all life, both in 
opportunities and challenges (1 John 1:5-9). Just 
when we think we have our relationship with God 
bound very tightly, read his word again and weak 
spots will be found that need strengthening. A per
son who thinks he is too smart to learn from God 
may be ripe to hear what Job heard. If you know 
what God knows, which we don't, you could save 
yourself with the strength of your own hand Gob 
40:14). (Bible references are from the Revised Stan
dard Version.) 
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''PaHern-lsm'' 
By Frazier Conley 

T here continues to be a difference between 
brethren over the concept of "pattern" in 
the scriptures. Some say that the scriptures 

teach a complete pattern, a blueprint, for the prac
tice of the Christian religion. Others say that no pat
tern exists, nor is it intended to exist. Which side is 
correct? 

One of the first passages I recall memorizing as a 
youth was 1 Timothy 3: 1-7. In that section of scrip
ture, Paul gives the qualifications needed for one to 
serve as an elder (bishop) of the Lord's people. Six 
more verses follow which are devoted to a discussion 
of deacons, along with the wives of elders and dea
cons. 

Therefore, almost a full chapter of Holy Scrip
ture is dedicated to the matter of elders and deacons. 
It is hard to understand how one can read those 
verses and not see a pattern or blueprint laid out for 
the offices of elders and deacons. 

It is hard to see why the Lord would specify quali
fications for an office that could be filled or ignored 
depending on human judgment. There were elders in 
every local congregation. What appears here, in no 
uncertain terms, is a model for local congregational 
organization. Conversely, nothing is mentioned about 
any hierarchy for connecting congregations together. 
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Is this not a blueprint for church organization and 
structure? How can one say that no pattern is in
tended when the word of God says things like: "a 
bishop must be"; "he must manage"; "he must not 
be"; "he must be"? 

How can one say that no pattern for worship as
semblies exists when the scripture says things like: 
"In every place [of public worship] the men should 
pray" (1 Tim. 2:8)? Or when Paul is correcting the 
abuse of the Lord's Supper in Corinth and says to 
them: "I delivered to you" ffor your observance at 
assembly] "what I received from the Lord" (1 Cor. 
11:23)? Is there no pattern for the observance of the 
Lord's Supper when the apostle stipulates that the 
bread and the cup were ordained (1 Cor. 11:23, 25)? 
Shall we deny any normative guidance and add (or 
substitute) potatoes and gravy? 

Is there no pattern set forth for conversion when· 
Luke records that momentous occasion on Pentecost, 
and the apostle says, "Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis
sion of your sins" (Acts 2:38)? We perceive the New 
Testament as filled with such normative statements~ 

The scriptures have, from the first, been ~e
garded as normative and regulative and prescriptive. 
The logical conclusion is that Christians should 
ground all their faith and practice in scripture .. For 
example, if the suggestion were made to incorpqra.te · 
inGense into the worship assembly, we would want to 
examine the scriptures and find some basis for such 
religious practice. If we could not find such grounds, 
we would call the practice "unscriptural" and refuse 
to engage in it. In fact, we find nothing .in the New 
Testament that suggests or ordains incense in the as
sembly. The only teaching pertaining to it suggests 
that the prayers of Christians ascend to God in the 
place of incense. Protestant Christians generally have 
never found grounds in the New Testament for in
corporating incense into their assemblies. Why? Be
cause it is not there. The same arguments could be 
made about mechanical music devices. 

How does the New Testament indoctrinate jts 
readers normatively concerning faith and practice? 
Careful and disciplined study will reveal that some-



times it records commands which are purposely nor
mative, sometimes it depicts practices and doctrines 
that it intends as exemplary, and sometimes the mere 
implications of a text are clearly intended to guide. 
Perhaps some other more intangible, but nonetheless 
clear methods are employed. Rigorous examination 
of the text will reveal what the inspired authors are 
seeking to communicate and instill in readers. Does 
anyone deny that there are also patterns for the kind 
of life Christians should lead and the kind of charac
ter they should possess? 

Some assume that the idea of pattern-ism is false 
because those who accept the New Testament as a 
pattern do not always believe and practice identically 
- as if (I'm containing my laughter) other ap
proaches produce a more consistent result. In reality, 
there is an extremely high degree of similarity among 
pattern-ists. 

If no norm or authority is required for Christian 

religious beliefs and practices, then anyone could be
lieve or teach or practice anything and call it Chris
tian- and who could object? It would be impossible 
to distinguish Christianity from any other organiza
tion or event or institution. Just because the gospel is 
not written in the point-by-point form of a Constitu
tion does not mean that it is pattern-less. It merely 
means we must study it diligently so that we might 
discern accurately and replicate faithfully its counsel 
-not adding to or taking away from. May we perse
vere in being "scriptural" Christians - continuing to 
believe that the Bible is inspired, that it is intended 
by God to be our rule, and that it is complete. In 
what more illuminating way could one propagate 
these truths than through the use of such terms as in
spired pattern and blueprint? 
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The Need for Balance 
By Marlin Kilpatrick 

0 ne of the most difficult task any preacher of 
the gospel has is finding a balance in his 
preaching. The question of whether his 

preaching will be topical or expository in it's nature, 
or shall he proceed with more doctrinal lessons and 
less of the devotional style preaching is a question 
with which every preacher must wrestle. Quite often 
the answer to the problem of a balance in our 
preaching goes unanswered. Most all preachers can 
see the need, but how to achieve a steady diet of bal
anced preaching sometimes eludes the best of us. 

Not only is there a need for a balance in our 
preaching, but there is also a need for a balance in 
teaching via the printed page. Editors of the various 
religious journals, most having brotherhood circula
tion, must constantly strive for a balance in what is 
published; this, too, is a most difficult task. Obvi
ously, not everyone will agree on what is and what is 
not printed, but a subject balance is critical. 

Brethren, I have long thought we are missing a 
golden opportunity to reach lost souls with the gos
pel through the printed page. Let me borrow a 
phrase from a former president, "Let me make this 

perfectly clear." I believe in contending for the faith 
Uude 3). I believe in exposing fa lse doctrines being 
taught by some of our brethren. I have no problem 
with "calling names" when such will serve a useful 
purpose. I believe in taking a strong stand for the 
truth. I also believe if we continue devoting the ma
jority of our efforts to fighting among ourselves, we 
are allowing Satan to gain one of his biggest victo
ries. Every day multitudes are entering eternity un
prepared. 

Our pulpits and religious journals can be effec
tive weapons in our spiritual warfare (cf. 2 Cor. 
10:3-6) . More preaching and writing should reflect 
our concern for lost souls; both in and out of ·the 
church. Sermons and written articles designed spe
cifically to teach soul-saving truth to our friends and 
neighbors are sorely needed. A balanced approach to 

both our preaching and publishing will go a long way 
toward the church realizing her real purpose for ex
isting - the saving of lost souls. Think about it. 
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Another Look at Authority 
By Jim Lundy 

T he Pharisees who sought to ensnare Jesus rec
ognized the need for religious authority. 
They came to Jesus with the question, "By 

what authority doest thou these things? and who gave 
thee this authority?" (Matt. 21:23). These questions 
state a need for authority, and an understanding about 
the source of that authority. 

Jesus, knowing their desire to entrap him, raised 
a question for them: "The baptism of John, whence 
was it? from heaven, or of men?" 

They were in a dilemma, knowing that if they an
swered from heaven, he would say to them, "Why 
did ye not believe him?" 

If they answered from men, they were afraid of 
the people, because they held John to be a prophet, 
and so they refused to answer. 

The statement of Jesus recognizes only two 
sources of authority - heaven or men. Every teach
ing or practice in the religious world today has as it 
source either heaven (God) or man (human author
ity). 

We need an understanding of this truth, other
wise the religious world will remain divided. Until 
we accept the authority of heaven, we will never be 
in agreement. 

Let's look at how the authority of God has been 
given today. 

Authority begins with God. When Jesus was si-
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lent before Pilate. Pilate said, "Speakest thou not 
unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to cru
cify thee, and power to release thee?" Uohn 19:10). 

The answer of Jesus helps us to understand the 
source of authority ... "Thou couldst have no power 
at all against me, except it were given thee from 
above" Uohn 19:11). 

After Jesus was resurrected- just before he as
cended back to God - he told his disciples, "All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth" 
(Matt. 28:18). 

Notice the expression, "is given unto me," indi
cating that his authority came from the Father. 

We are told that "The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hand" Oohn 3:35). 

Jesus said, '~1 things are delivered to me of my 
Father" (Luke 10:22). 

God "hath put all things under his Uesus') feet" · 
(Eph. 1:22; 1 Cor. 15:27). 

When time ends, Jesus "shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have put down all rule and all authority and all 
power" (1 Cor. 15 :24). 

Jesus told his apostles that he would: 
Pray the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot 
receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him: for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you .... But the Com
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa
ther will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remem
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you Uohn 
15:16-17, 26). 

Paul wrote: 
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 
even hidden wisdom, which God ordained be
fore the world unto our glory: which none of 
the princes of this world knew: for if they had 
known it, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory. . .. But God hath revealed them 
unto us by his Spirit .... Which things also we 
speak, not in words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual" (1 
Cor. 2:7-13). 



God, the source of all authority, gave authority 
to Jesus, who, through the Holy Spirit, gave it to his 
apostles, who have given it to us through the gospel 
(Rom. 1:16). 

A major difference in the New Testament church 
and the milieu of human churches is in the way bibli
cal authority is recognized and accepted. 

An often overlooked, but fundamental concept is 
that when God gives a specific command and is silent 
with reference to possible options, the silence limits 
to the thing specified. 

Now therefore hearken, 0 Israel, unto the stat
utes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, 
for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and 
possess the land which the Lord God of your fa
thers giveth you. Ye shall not add unto the word 
which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
aught from it, that ye may keep the command
ments of the Lord your God which I command 
you (Deut. 4:1-2). 

The New Testament says: 
Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure 

transferred to myself and Apollos for your 
sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go bey.ond 
the things that are written (1 Cor. 4:6). 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in the book. 
And if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book (Rev. 22: 18-19) . 

God does not want us to do more or less than 
what he commands. The anointing by which we 
know all things is the revealed word of God - the 
truth (1 John 2:20-21). 

If we would please God, his revealed word must 
be our authority - our sole authority. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The current attempt to change the church in
cludes modifying the assembly worship of 
the saints. The change agents are power

fully convinced that if the church will be more exu
berant and demonstrative in her assembly worship 
that the whole world will beat a path to her door. 

The fallacy in this thinking is to suppose that the 
efficacy of evangelism is a bright smile on a happy 
face. The· fact is that the power to save is the gospel 
(Rom. 1: 16), and not to be ashamed of our peasant 
leader and his dishonorable death is required of 
those who would see God face-to-face. 

It is true that saints are always rejoicing (Phil. 
4:4). But there is a vast difference between the pro
found peace that reigns supreme in the heart of the 
child of God and a pasted-on, practiced smile that 
signals hypocritical love and pretense (Rom. 12:9). 

Christians smile even through their tears because 
they are looking away from the sham and tinsel of 
the world to "a new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness." 

The gospel continues to be a stumbling block to 
some and to others foolishness, but to the saved it is 
the power and wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:23-24). 

The market-driven approach to Christianity re
quires us to think that if our public face is snappy, the 
crowds will appear like thrill-seekers at a carnival. If 
we can put on a show and offer games and prizes, the 
walls of our buildings will bulge and burst. 
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Hybels of Chicago has sold many on the illusion 
that success is supplying what the market demands. 
This may be true in promoting soap, but it is dis
tinctly not true in promoting righteousness. 

Hybels made a market survey and discovered 
what people wanted in a public religious service, and 
then gave the public balloons and brass bands and 
gathered an uncountable multitude. 

Bug-eyed brothers saw his amazing display and 
concluded that if we imitate his example and give the 
surging throng what it wants, we will become a glo
bal religious monopoly. If people want bubble-gum 
and glitter, then give them sweets and dazzle, and 
our barns will overflow. This simplistic conclusion 
forgets that what pleases man may not please God. 

For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of 
God? or am I striving to please men? if I were 
still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of 
Christ {Gal. 1:10). 

For our exhortation is not of error, nor of un
cleanness, nor in guile: but even as we have been 
approved of God to be intrusted with the gospel, 
so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God who 
proveth our hearts. For neither at any time were 
we found using words of flattery, as ye know, 
nor a cloak of covetousness, God is witness; nor 
seeking glory of men, neither from you nor from 

· others, when we might have c;laimed authority 
as apostles of Christ (1 Thess. 2:3-6). 

We do not want this important point to be mis
understood or misrepresented . 

It must not be our purpose to displease men. The 
zealot is deceived into supposing that when he irri
tates the population, he does God a service. It is not 
hard for the fanatic to make a vast array of enemies 
- and point to them in pride as proof of his godli
ness - which is in fact godlessness. 

A saint must not be a sourpuss. The child of God 
does not - should not - must not - go through 
life with. a deep-set frown. Spiritual halitosis is not 
calculated to attract and convert. 

Yet, it is true that when we make it our aim to 
please men, we are not servants of Christ. 

It is also true that serving Christ does not require 
us to make as many enemies as possible. 

How, then, do we walk this tightrope? 



The answer to this question will not surprise you. 
It is very simple. Let us fear God and keep his com
mandments, and if that pleases man, wonderful! But 
if man is not pleased with the product of obedience, 
then so much the worse for man, because when we 
seek to please men who are not concerned about 
pleasing God, we are not servants of Christ. 

It boils down to the rich essence of serving God 
by not serving self. 

Gaining favor with the world may mean leaving 
Paul in bonds (Acts 24:27), which is not an acceptable 
option. 

For they that are such serve not our Lord 
Christ, but their own belly; and by their smooth 
and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the in
nocent (Rom. 16:18). 

And that because of the false brethren privily 
brought in, who came in privily to spy out our 
liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they 
might bring us into bondage (Gal. 2:4). 

When the purpose of worship and service is to 
satisfy carnal appetites, devotion becomes idolatry. 
When the purpose of worship and service is to honor 
God, devotion glorifies the Creator. 

As I say, this answer is expected and ought not to 
surprise anyone. 

Still, the change agents clamor for a more exciting 
worship. They tell us that to attract the multitudes we 
must have a circus. The dictum is, stand on your head 
and kick you feet in the air and the masses will ap
plaud. 
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A sea of yellow happy-faces will draw the crowd 
- and the crowd is what it is all about. 

No crowd - no success. 
Big crowd - big success. 
The idol temples of Corinth, where thousands 

of prostitutes plied their trade, drew huge crowds, 
but did not please God (2 Cor. 6: 17). 

The dim-witted continue to suppose that build
ing the world's largest banana split is a surefire way 
of converting the world to a blood-stained cross. 
The incongruity of this will never be appreciated by 
the masses that are hot-footing it to the apple tree, 
and could not care less about faith, hope, and love. 

Talking Points 
Spiritual worship is to be dignified. Praising, ador
ing, and exalting God is not the same as a Broadway 
show. 

Paul rebuked the Corinthian saints because they 
turned worship into a revel. 

If therefore the whole church be assembled to
gether and all speak with tongues, and there 
come in men unlearned or unbelieving, will 
they not say that ye are mad? But if all proph
esy, and there come in one unbelieving or un
learned, he is reproved by all, he is judged by 
all; the secrets of his heart are made manifest; 
and so he will fall down on his face and worship 
God, declaring that God is among you indeed 
(1 Cor. 14:23-25). 

Shall our assembly worship be so disorganized 
as to make the unbelieving observer think we are in
sane, or shall it be so orderly that the unbeliever will 
be convicted of the seriousness and importance of 
what we do? 

This is not inconsequential. 
"For God is not a God of confusion, but of 

peace. As in all the churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 
14:33) 

"But let all things be done decently and in or
der" (1 Cor. 14:40). 

Jesus tells us that those who elect to worship 
God must do so in obedience and with decorum. 

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth" ijohn 4:24) . 

To worship in truth is keep the rules- i.e., to 
obey the worship laws of God. 

To worship in spirit is to be rational and orderly. 
Spirit does not mean emotion, but it means intellect . 
The spirit of the man is the mind of the· man. It is 
the thoughtful part of man - the ability to reason 
and draw conclusions. 

It is the opposite of chaos. 
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It is the epitome of order, plan, and design. 
The church at Corinth in the first century fool

ishly thought that glorifying God was gobbledygook. 
Unfortunately, some highly educated professing 

Christians have not made much progress, and con
tinue to think that worship is jargon, waffle, and 
bunkum. 

Drivel and mumbo jumbo are not biblical wor
ship. 

It is sad to think that some suppose worship of 
the Almighty consists of waving hands, jumping up 
and down, and make themselves a spectacle. Think
ing unbelievers look at this and rightly think it is stu
pidity. 

We must understand the difference between be
ing spiritual and being· a court jester. 

The Bible, upon almost every page, tells us to be 
sober-minded {level headed). We are not to be so he
lium filled that we are a helium flash - a burned out 
star. 

The casual, come-as-you-are {providing you are 
wearing Bermuda Shorts and a colorful Hawaiian 
Shirt, and sandals) approach to religious services that 
invites you to skip and prance and pretend and stand 
on you head and kick you feet in the air is a far cry 
from true assembly worship. 
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The word most often translated worship in the 
New Testament means "reverence, homage, prostra
tion, and obeisance." It is used by the magi when 
they came to the newborn king to worship him 
{Matt. 2:2). When wisemen worshiped the babe in a 
manger, it was with dignity. They distinctly did not 
come from the East to Bethlehem to put on a show. 

When Cornelius first met Peter, he fell at his feet 
to worship him. No one would suppose that Corne
lius was giggling, telling jokes, and ready to shake, 
rattle, and roll. The Roman centurion was not danc
ing a jig and waving his hands in the air, with a big, 
toothy grin ... no, not at all, he fell on his face before 
Peter. While it is true that Peter did not accept his 
worship because it was not fitting that a man should 
worship another man, it is clear that the offered wor
ship was neither showtime nor a carnival. Worship is 
not a merry-go-round. It is not theater. It is not the 
amusement of exhibition, but is the presentation of 
your very body as "a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual {reasonable) service 
{of worship)." 

Worship is a reorganization of who we are, 
where we are, and what we are doing, and a realiza
tion of who God is and where he is and what he de-· 
serves. The universe, as vast as it is, cannot contain 
God, for he is infinite. We, on the other hand, are 
limited and crawling around on a speck in the uni
verse, which is called "the footstool of God." 

God is separate, lifted up, majestic, and we are 
dependent, lowly, and commqn, We come before the 
great, white, blazing throne 9£-~he exalted Creator of 
heaven and ~arth, a?d h.o~·-4grn upon. his foots.tool. 
We come w1th serv1ce an&]rmse and 1n all senous
ness we offer our gifts t~~'fu-'who sits upon the 
throne of boundless and timeless space. 

We dare not come with a painted grin. 
Let us fear to make a mockery of worship, but 

tremble before the Great I AM. 
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Obiedions 
Objection: We do not want to think of God as hiding 
behind the clouds ready to pounce on us with glee at 
our slightest misstep and shred us. 

Answer: Of course not, but on the other hand we 
must not offend majesty by making it common. We 
do not approach God on a buddy, buddy basis, but 
with deepest respect. We come to him with confi
dence and in boldness, but only because Jesus is our 
high priest, advocate and mediator. 

For we have not a high priest that cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
one that hath been in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore draw 
near with boldness unto the throne of grace, that 
we may receive mercy, and may find grace to 
help us in time of need (Heb. 4:15-16). 

Objection: The Jews often came before God with 
shouting, jubilation, and intense joy -and so should 
we. 

Answer: To be reverent is not to be miserable. 
When Israel rejoiced before Jehovah, it was not the 
same thing as priests of Baal dancing around their al-

tar, cutting themselves with lances, and jabbering 
and muttering indiscernible sounds. To serve and 
praise God joyfully does not require impudence. Our 
worship must always be with extreme rejoicing, but 
never with disrespect. 

Objection: We want to be happy. 
Answer: Good! So does every devout disciple of 

Jesus- and so is he. But being happy does not mean 
jerking and quavering. 

Objection: Christianity is not intended to make 
us miserable. 

Answer: Yes - exactly - that's the point
Christianity gives us overflowing joy, but that does 
not mean that we should insult the Eternal One by 
making God insignificant and ourselves disrespect
ful. We walk before the Almighty with profound 
peace, inexpressible joy, absolute assurance, but also 
with awe and veneration and a fierce determination 
to do all things according to his expressed will. God
liness is never frivolous and trivial. 
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''Where Do Mistakes Go· When You. Rub Them Out''? 

By Raymond Elliott 

T he title of this article was the caption under a 
picture in a comic strip. The scene depicts a 
young girl sitting at her desk with a pencil 

in her hand. She had made a mistake in spelling a 
word and had erased it. At this point she asks her 
teacher. "Where do mistakes go when you rub them 
out?" That is a very good question. 

My thoughts immediately turned to the mistakes 
we all make in life. Some mistakes are not always sin
ful; however, all of our sins would indeed be mis
takes. Sin is a transgression of God's law; sin is un
righteousness; sin is a failure to comply with the 
commands of God (1 John 3:4; 5:17; James 4:17). 
Sin is universal in scope: "There is none righteous, 
no, not one." "For all have sinned, and fall short of 
the glory of God" (Rom. 3:10, 23). When a person 
complies with the terms of pardon presented by 
Jesus Christ, forgiveness of sins can be obtained. "In 
whom we have our redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 
of his grace" (Eph. 1:7). 

When sin appears as a debt, an unfilled obliga
tion, then pardon is spoken of as a canceling. "I, even 
I, am he that blotteth out thy transgression for mine 
own sake; and I will not remember thy sins." "Repent 
ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be 
blotted out" (lsa. 43:25; Acts 3:19). Jesus cancelled 
out our debt of sin on Calvary when he shed his 
atoning blood for us. The first stanza and chorus of 
the beautiful hymn, "He Paid a Debt He Did Not 
Owe," greatly emphasizes this truth: ~~He paid a debt 
He did not owe, I owed a debt I could not pay. I 
needed someone to wash my sins away. And now I 
sing a brand new song: ~mazing Grace., All day long. 
Christ Jesus paid the debt that I could never pay." 

When sin appears as an estrangement from God, 
then forgiveness is represented as reconciliation. 
Man's sins separated him from his God (lsa. 59:1-2). 
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But God has made it possible for fa ll en man to be 
reconciled to him through his son Jesus Christ Uohn 
14:6). This was the message of reconciliation pro
claimed by the inspired preachers in the first century 
(2 Cor. 5: 18-20). It is in the body of Jesus that both 
Jew and Gentile can enjoy friendship and fellowship 
once again with the Heavenly Father (Eph. 2: 11-16). 

When sin appears as an indictment, forgiveness is 
spoken of as a justification. Paul expressed it in this 
manner: "Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ j esus" (Rom. 3:24). To be 
justified is to be declared guiltless, to be absolved of a 
wrongdoing, to be acquitted, to make or to be de
clared right. The whole world has been indicted by the 
court of heaven as being under sin (Rom. 3: 19). To be 
set free from the guilt and bondage of sin, justification 
must be sought in Jesus Christ. 

When sin appears as a disease, forgiveness is rep
resented as a healing. In reference to the coming 
Messiah, Isaiah wrote, "But he was wounded for our 
transgression, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed" (Isa. 53:5). In the New Tes
tament, we learn of the work of the Great Physician, 
"Who his own self bare our sins in his body upon the 
tree, that we, having died unto sins, might live unto 
righteousness; by whose stripes we are healed" (1 Pet. 
2:24). There is a balm in Gilead; there is a physician 
there. Jesus Christ is the healer of the malady of sin 
Uer. 8:22; Matt. 9: 12-13). 

Where do our sins go when they are forgiven ? 
That is a most difficult question. However, the Word 
of God does offer us some understanding on this 
subject. Take for instance the passage found in Micah 
7:19: "He will again have compassion upon us: he 
will tread our iniquities under foot; and thou wilt 
cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." Sin in 
this verse is regarded as a personal enemy, which by 
God's sovereign grace will be entirely subdued. As 
God destroyed Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, 
so shall he cast our sins into the depths of the sea of 
forgiveness and forgetfulness (Exod. 15:4, 10). If 
you will observe, the Lord will cast our sins into the 
"depths of the sea" and not on the shore where they 
can be washed back again. In Psalms 103:12, we 
learn, "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath 
he removed our transgressions from us." In reference 
to the new covenant that God would make with Is
rael and Judah, the promise was made, "For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no 
more" Uer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:12; 10:17). Thus we 
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learn that God who has infinite intelligence possesses 
the attribute of forgetting sins that are forgiven. To 
some degree, we understand how this is possible. 
Loving parents have often forgotten as well as fo r
given the mistakes and sins committed by their chil
dren. In perfection, our Heavenly Father forgives 
and forgets the sins of his penitent children (1 John 
1:7,9). 

God will forgive and forget all sins committed by 
alien sinners who come to believe in Jesus Christ and 
that His son died fo r the sins of mankind on Calvary 
and arose from the dead for our justification (Rom. 
4:25). This is the good news that Paul and all the 
faithful gospel preachers proclaimed to a world lost 
in sin (Mark 16:15, Rom. 1:14-16; 1 Cor. 15:1-3). A 
living, vibrant faith will motivate the sinner to repent 
and be baptized in obedience to the commands of 
Jesus Christ and his apostles (Mark 16:1 6; Acts 
2:38). The precious promises of the Lord will be 
granted to the penitent believer who is baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ, namely, the forgiveness of 
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 :38; 3:19). 

210 Golson Rd. 
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Self-Control 
By Paul Clements 

Self-control is a Christian virtue that is difficult 
to develop and maintain. Self-control is what 
we need most and seem to strive for the least 

in this life. Self-control requires restraint, courage, 
perseverance, determination, and discipline. 

Maybe we're frightened by such requirements. It 
terrified Felix when Paul spoke about self-control in 
Acts 24:25. I don't know what Paul said, but he 
spoke of it in the company of right living and the fi
nal judgment. I'm guessing he told him self-control 
was essential to achieve righteousness and get the 
good word on judgment day. Regardless, self-im
posed discipline is a necessity if we would live a 
Christian life. 

The word self-control implies strength. Self-con
trol (temperance- KJV) is the mastery of one's de
sires, especially physical appetites. It is control of 
mind and body. It gives us power. It is the power to 
hold oneself in due limits. This power allows us to 
bring all our faculties under control. 

"He who is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes 
a city" (Prov. 16:32). When we achieve self-control, 
we have strength, order, and consonance. We are 
then able to handle life's challenges. 

Self-control may be obvious in some areas of life 
(mastery of a musical instrument is a case in point). It 
is also apparent even in the least of matters. For ex
ample, when a student does his best in school and 
makes good grades even in the subjects he doesn't 
like, this requires self-control. When a person deter
mines to lose weight and stays with a diet even when 
his favorite cake is offered, that takes self-control -
and lots of it! Orderliness in our personal life (that is, 
picking up after oneself and making the bed) is a di
rect result of self-control. Some folks are almost al
ways on time for church services. Others are habitu
ally late. Self-control and the discipline required to 
develop a good habit make the difference. 

Self-control is essentially the ability to regulate 
our actions by principles and sound judgment. It 
matters little how good we claim to be or how much 
we know if we cannot control ourselves. 

Self-control relates to all areas of life. The oppo-

site of self-control is identified in such passages as I 
Corinthians 7:5. Here temptation to commit sexual 
sin is mentioned. James described lack of self-control 
when he said our lust conceives and bears sin of any 
and every kind. Temptation is not wrong in and of it
self. Yielding to temptations, giving in to our lusts, 
and not applying restraint is what leads to sin. This is 
where self-control must be applied. 

James also says if we control the boastful little 
member of our body (the tongue), we should be able 
to "bridle the whole body" Games 3:2, 5). 

When the apostle Paul condemns works of the 
flesh and then commends the fruit of the Spirit, self
control is in the list and said to be a quality against 
which there is no law (Gal. 5:23 ). We must let the 
law of Christ, the inspired word of truth, rule our 
heart and life. This will help us hold in restraint our 
passions and evil desires. 

Paul illustrates self-control by the discipline re
quired of the contender in athletic contests (1 Cor. 
9:24-27). The athlete must be "in training" to 
achieve success. So must we be in spiritual training if 
we would receive the incorruptible crown. 

Self-control demands laying aside the weight of 
sin and steadfastly running the Christian race (Heb. 
12: 1). We want to be in control of self so that, like 
Paul, we can finish the race (2 Tim. 4:7). Self-control 
is a necessary virtue if we want to achieve success in 
running the Christian race. When addressing "the 
things that were wanting" in the churches of Crete, 
Paul told Titus to require self-control of church lead
ers (Titus 1:8). He knew that grievous times were 
coming and that a lack of self-control would be one of 
many indicators of a pretense at godliness (2 Tim. 3:1-
5). The elders of the church were to set the pace in the 
matter of self-control. All Christians are to develop 
self-control as a virtue of faith and knowledge (2 Pet. 
1:5-6). Because of the precious and exceeding great 
promises (v. 14), we. are to bring along side of what 
God has done for us our part, including self-control. 

How is self-control acquired? By exercising wis
dom in the application of knowledge gained from 
God's word where we learn what is right and wrong. 

"Gird up the loins of your mind" and set your 

May 2003 23 
Firm Foundation 



sights on eternal life, living a holy life of obedience 
(1 Pet. 1: 13-15). This should at least get us started in 
the development of self-control. 

Self-control is gained only by hard work and 
constant effort. There are no shortcuts. "No man, 
having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62). 

The Rechabites were used as examples of self
control ijer. 35). The Rechabites had been instructed 
by their forefathers to avoid certain things, including 
wine. When Jeremiah brought them into the temple 
and offered them wine (as per God's directive), they 
refused to imbibe. Though bowls of wine were set 
before them and they were told to drink, they would 
not. God told Judah through Jeremiah that they 
should have listened to the prophets and applied 
self-control like the Rechabites. Since they did not 
listen to God, they would be punished. The self-con
trolled Rechabites on the other hand, were com
mended by God. 

Another example of being in power over self is 
Daniel. He "purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the king's dainties" (Dan. 1:8). 
Though he was of the seed royal, he was a captive in 
the hands of the Babylonians. It took a great deal of 
courage and conviction to go against the king's 
wishes. Evidence that self-control was the practice in 
all areas of his life is seen in the statement, "He 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before God, as he did 
aforetime" (Dan. 6: 1 0). He continued in this, know
ing he would be thrown to the lions! Daniel is a great 
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example of a self-controlled young man. Joseph, too, 
was a man of self-control. When Potiphar's wife 
tried to get him to sin, he fled (Gen. 39:12). He had 
the self-control needed to run from the temptation. 

We may, like Paul, have to buffet our body to 
keep it under control. Please note this is not buffet 
(the French word) where you serve yourself as much 
food as you can hold. In fact, it is a severe word 
meaning to strike your face. Paul uses it metaphori
cally to describe the necessary restraint of himself 
that he might be spiritually "in shape". 

From the wisdom of Solomon we learn that the 
person who has no control over his spirit "is like a 
city that is broken down and without walls" (Prov. 
25 :28). Defenseless we are without self-control. Self
control requires constant attention. If we are going 
to be not idle nor unfruitful, then we must possess 
self-control and abound in it (2 Pet. 1:8). If we 
would be pleasing to God, then we must follow these 
good examples, develop self-control having 
"[c]rucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts 
thereof" (Gal. 5:24 ). 
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Is One Religion as Good as Another? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Fread-Hardeman University 

T e seventh edition of Encyclopedia of Ameri
can Religions by J. Gordon Melton, has 
been recently published. It has 2,630 faith 

groups in the United States and Canada. He assigns 
these to 26 "families" of faith. The largest number are 
in six distinct groups as follows: Pentecostal - 325, 
Spiritualist, Psychic, New Age- 224, Buddhism, 
Shintoism, Japanese New Religions- 212, Hindu
ism,Jainism, Sikhism-170; Magick-161; Eastern 
Liturgical (Orthodox) - 14 7. Most of these many 
Americans have never known of their existence or 
doctrine. The number of religious bodies continues to 
proliferate yearly. Since the sixth edition was pub
lished in 1999, there have been 250 groups added. 
After the last publication was done, he found 10 new 
faiths, "three of which believe in vampires." 

Here is a listing of unusual religions as described 
in The jackson Sun, Oackson, TN., Feb. 1, 2003) 

+All-One-God-Faith Inc. (based in Escondido, 
Calif.) is simply a soap ,company that spreads its 
eclectic doctrines through the labels of its products. 

+The Church of the New Song (Bluffs, Ill.) re
cruits prison inmates- and once claimed porterhouse 
steaks and Harvey's Bristol Cream to be its commun
ion elements. 

+The Embassy of Heaven (Strayton, Ore.) con
siders all earthly governments illegitimate and takes 
the logical step of issuing its own auto license plates. 

Mr. Melton also lists Kennedy Worshippers, who 
made President Kennedy into divinity. Here are 
other "unbelievables": Nudist Christian Church, 
Unitarian Universalist Pagan, and Metaphysical Epis
copal Church. There is a listing of 116 Catholic de
nominations, not just one. 

Observations 
1. Diversity is apparent. Freedom of religion is 

evident in the United States. 
2. World religions are growing in America. The 

church needs to be conversant with their doctrines. 
3. The communicants of all the 2,630 groups are 

sincere. Obviously, sincerity is not enough to please 
God. 

4. Religious groups increase in number yearly. In 
another encyclopedia, 33,800 churches are reported 
worldwide. The Bible teaches only one was built by 
Christ, and it yet exists. "And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it" (Matt. 16:18). 

5.Any person or group can start a "church" or a 
religion. It is obviously easy to get a following. But 
who would want to begin a church to be in competi
tion with God? (Dan. 2:44). 

Questions 
1. Are any of the denominations listed essential 

to salvation? Must one become a member of any 
church to go to heaven? Paul says that Christ will 
save in heaven his church and there is no promise of 

· salvation out of it. "For the husband is the head of 
. the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: 

and he is the savior of the body" (Eph. 5 :23); and 
"Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he 
shall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power" (1 Cor. 15 :24). 

2. Since these bodies are sincere, should we ac
cept all of them? Does God approve all of them? 

3. How can one decide to reject the Buddhists, 
Hindus, Moslems, Catholics, New Age, and occults, 
and then approve of Protestant evangelicals? Who 
empowered one to· decide the right ones? 

4. If all religions are God approved, then why 
not join several of them? Would this be tolerance? 

5. Why not abandon all human religion and be
come a member of the church one reads about in the 
New Testament? By reading the word of God, one 
can find it. It is simple in work, worship, organiza
tion, and in requirements to live a devoted Christian 
life. Wear the name Christian and follow Christ and 
his word as one's creed and doctrine. To belong to 
the church, follow the way it was done on the first 
day of the existence of the church in A.D. 33 in 
Jerusalem. After Peter preached the grace of God, 
the people were convicted of sin and asked how to 
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be saved; when believers were instructed to repent 
and be baptized for forgiveness, then about 3,000 
souls responded to the gospel and were thus saved. 
At the same time God added them to the church. 

If one does the same, he or she will become a 
part of the right church. Then one must pursue 
proper worship and right living. 

ery one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost.' ... Then they that gladly re
ceived his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thou
sand souls .... Praising God, and having favour 
with all the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved (Acts 2:21-
24, 36-38,41, 47). 

To the Christian Peter admonishes: 
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance pa
tience; and to patience godliness, and to godli
ness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kind
ness charity. For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall (2 Pet. 1 :5-10). 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Ye 
men of Israel, hear these words, Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God 
did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves 
also know: Him, being delivered by the determi
nate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed 
the pains of death: because it was not possible 
that he should be holden of it .... T herefore let 
all tht: house of Israel know assuredly, that God 
hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have cruci
fied, both Lord and Christ." Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in thei r heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, 
'Men and brethren, what shall we do?' Then Pe
ter said unto them, 'Repent, and be baptized ev-
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Potpourri ••. 
Silliness Gone to Seed 

@jennifer Hoes is planning a wedding this May 
in the Netherlands. She will be both the bride and 
groom because she is marrying herself. "We live in a 
'Me' society," she told the German magazine Der 
Spiegel. "Hence it is logical that one promises to be 
faithful to oneself." She plans a $22,000.00 recep
tion for her relatives. UPI's Uwe Siemon-Netto, in 
reporting the upcoming wedding, asks, "What if she 
ceases to like herself - will divorce be an option, 
and who will get the car?" 

rimes lire rough 
O"In chat rooms pedophiles are complaining 

that it is increasingly difficult to find websites ori
ented toward them" (Christian Science Monitor). 

Rerent 
~New means green, which means unfamiliar and 

inexperienced. Still, leftist in the church push the 
idea that revamping the church and calling it "the 
church of the future" will make it successful and ap
pealing. A New Yorker cartoon has executives sitting 
around the board room table on which is a box of 
soap emblazoned with the word "NEW!!!" The 
chairman is saying, "What's new about it?" Answer: 
"The NEW!!! On the box is new." 
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wee 
0 The World Council of Churches, as if to con

firm the charge that it is irrelevant, said, "Since the 
breakdown of historic socialism, the category of pri
vate property has practically disappeared from dis
cussion on economic justice" (Ecumenical Review, 
article by Ulrich Duchrow). Duchrow proposes 
"linking private productive property to strict criteria 
of social usefulness as determined by democratic in
stitutions in the framework of the UN." He calls 
upon churches to find the "prophetic nerve to join 
the struggle of the social movement" that will bring 
them into "conflict with the forces of power and 
wealth." He seems to be saying that "after the break
down of historic socialism" what the world needs is 
socialism. 

Divorce 
~The Wall Street journal Gan. 14, 2003) had a 

story, "Divorce Makes a Comeback," by Jeffrey 
Zaslow. David Blankenship, who heads the Institute 
for American Values, dissects the story and shows 
that Zaslow's claims are based on no evidence at all. 
Divorce rates peaked in 1979 and since have fallen 
substantially. The sorry consequences of divorce for 
the children involved have contributed to a growing 
popular understanding that divorce is not a solution. 

Sodomy 
@Here's an interesting fracas. Psychology Today 

ran a small ad for a book, A Parent's Guide to Pre~ 
venting HomO$exuality by Joseph and Linda 
Nicolosi. ·Robert Epstein, the magazine's editor-in
chief, received an angry call from a lesbian activist 
informing him that she and her allies were organiz
_ing a h~;rassment campaign against him and the 
magazine. Mr. Epstein tells the story. 

In all, I ·received about 120 letters, many of 
which exemplified a bad game of Telephone: 
Some people complained about an anti-gay 'ar
ticle' PT had published, others referred to an 
anti-gay book I had published and people who 
weren't· subscribers said they were droppjng 
their subscriptions. Several writers suggested I 
was a 'Nazi' and a 'bigot'; and one compared me 
with the Taliban. A surprising number of letters 
asserted that gays have a right to be rude or abu
sive because they themselves have been abused. 
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Most echoed the same points that my caller had 
made. But my caller was way off base on key 
points. The [American Psychological Associa
tion] has never condemned sexual conversion 
therapy but has merely issued cautionary state
ments, one of which reminds psychologists of 
their obligation to 'respect the rights of others to 
hold values, attitudes, and opinions that differ 
from [their) own' - an obligation from which 
my caller clearly feels exempt. Although homo
sexuality was removed from the DSM - the di
agnostic manual used by therapists as a mental 
disorder in 1973, all editions of the DSM have 
always listed a disorder characterized by 'dis
tress' over one's sexual orientation (DSM sec
tion 302.9). Both gays and straights have a right 
to seek treatment when they're unhappy with 
their sexual orientation, and some choose to try 
to change that orientation. It would be absurd to 

assert that only heterosexuals should have that 
right. Can gays change? Some people who wrote 
to me insisted that 'orientation' is immutable, 
but behavior is certainly not, and it's common 
for people to ask therapists to help them sup
press a wide variety of tendencies with possible 
genetic bases : compulsive shopping and gam
bling, drinking, drug use, aggressiveness, urges 
to have too much sex or sex with children, and 
so on. A 2002 research review by Warren 
Throckmorton, Ph.D., published in an APA jour
nal, suggests that sexual conversion therapy is at 
least sometimes successful. From this and other 
sources I've checked, I'd guess that such therapy 
is probably successful about a third of the time 
and that in perhaps another third of the cases, 
clients are unhappy or even angry about their 
failure to change. These figures might sound dis
couraging, but there are certainly many ex
amples of clinical problems that resist change 
(e.g., agoraphobia and autism) or that produce 
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angry outcomes after therapy (e.g., couples 
counseling or treatment for sexual abuse). Of 
greater importance is a new study by Robert 
Spitzer, M.D., of Columbia University, the man 
who headed the committee responsible for re
moving 'homosexuality' from the DSM in 1973. 
After surveying two hundred people who had re
mained 'ex-gay' for at least five years - and 
even though he has been under tremendous 
pressure by gay activists to repudiate his findings 
- Spitzer has concluded that sexual conversion 
therapy can produce significant, positive, and 
lasting changes." 

Mr. Epstein goes on to say that the Nicolosi book 
is "surprisingly" tame and balanced, although he 
takes exceptions to parts of it and is more sympa
thetic to gays than he takes the Nicolosis to be (First 
Things, April2003). 

Religious Routine 
A brilliant summer morning, still and hot; 
A day for flannels and a pipe, and not 
For stuffy Sunday clothes, a long, dull walk, 
And duller sermon, and the vapid talk 
Of fellow-Christians, with souls replete, 
Hurrying to fill their bodies with roast meat. 
Their worship's over; God's returned to Heaven, 
And stays there till next Sunday at eleven. 

(Geoffrey Herbert Crump, 1918) 

Sorry, Jesus ... 
~iThe Lutheran Church elected to rescind its 

membership in Reconciled in Christ and sever all af
filiation with Lutherans Concerned, two gay advo
cacy organizations pushing to ordain active homo
sexuals and bless same-sex unions. 

The bishop emeritus of the Delaware-Maryland 
synod of the Lutheran Church, George P Mocko, led 
off the debate. 

"There will be schism, and it will be large. Legal 
documents are in process, if not completed, by more 
than one group. The schism will be so large as to 
leave the Lutheran Church crippled financially and 
administratively, occupied with budget and staff cuts. 
Ecumenically, we will have abandoned our position 
between the Roman and Orthodox churches on one 
side and Protestantism on the other, to take a great 
leap to the left, to join the United Church of Christ 
(UCC) in ordaining and blessing active homosexuals. 
I had hoped we could teach the UCC about biblical 
theology. Instead we will have learned from them 
how to brush Scripture aside when it gets in the way 
of an agenda. Learn that skill, and what is next? 

"This question gets us into profound matters of 
faith. If those proposals are adopted, we will be 



removing what has been the cornerstone of our the
ology on sexuality for our entire history. That cor
nerstone has been the words of Jesus, 'Have you not 
read, that He which made them at the beginning, 
made them male and female, and said, 'For this cause 
shall a man leave father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? What 
therefore God has joined together, let no one put 
asunder.' That has always summarized God's intent 
in creating us as sexual beings - creating us for mo
nogamous, heterosexual, lifelong relationships of 
commitment and love, and anything other than that 
is less than that, and part of a fallen creation. 

"That cornerstone would be removed, and 
erected in its place would be a cornerstone that 
would now read, 'God has made a variety of sexuali
ties, all to be equally affirmed and celebrated.' There 
is no biblical basis for such a theology. None. There 
is no way that anyone can read the books of our 
Scripture and conclude, 'That is what is here taught.' 
Efforts to make Scriptures say that have been going 
on for over a decade. There is no biblical basis for 
such a view. If Jesus is our Lord, his words must re
main central. We cannot say to him, 'Sorry, Jesus, but 
we find your words narrow and embarrassing. We 
must lay them aside. We have become much more 
enlightened in this blessed age of ours. So your 
words must pass away. We can no longer use them; 
they do not fit our new understandings. You must ex
cuse me now, I have much work to do rewriting Sun
day school material so that our children are sure to 

... -----···-···-·· ., ... _, ___ . 
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be as enlightened as we are.' We cannot do that." 
"If the gay agenda is successful," Macko said, "it 

will mean the effective end of the Lutheran Church 
' because it means that we will have exchanged our 

loyalty to our Lord and his words for another. Such a 
church would lose the loyalty of thousands, hun
dreds of thousands, perhaps millions of its people." 

Vatican's New Sex Glossary 
!9~VATICAN CITY (Reuters) - A controversial 

new Vatican glossary of sexual terms says homosexu
als are not normal and that countries which allow 
gay marriages are inhabited by people with "pro
foundly disordered minds." 

Italy's gay community immediately condemned 
the glossary of nearly 900 pages, which hit the book
stores on Monday, as part of what they called a new 
anti-homosexual crusade. 

The glossary, prepared by the Vatican's Pontifical 
Council for the Family, covers themes such as sexual
ity, condoms, abortion, birth control and genetic ma
nipulation. 

A section on "Homosexuality and Homophobia" 
says homosexuality stems from an "unresolved psy
chological conflict." 

It says that those who want to give homosexuals 
the same legal rights in society "deny a psychological 
problem which makes homosexuality against the so
cial fabric." 

The glossary says that heterosexuals in society 
have been made to feel guilty for even questioning 
homosexuality. 

"Every criticism, every reflection on homosexu
ality is seen almost as blasphemy, compared to a 
crime: the crime of homophobia," it said. 

No Thanks 
t9iA German artist who turns dried cow manure 

into wall clocks and small sculptures wants to ex
pand his repertory to include cow dung wrist 
watches. 

Cram It Down Your Throat 
{9~Fourteen gays and lesbians have brought suit to 

force New Jersey to grant them wedding licenses. 
The New j ersey Law journal runs two editorials 
on the subject. The first argues that the state's license 
application form does not specify anything that 
would prevent same-sex marriages, except for assum
ing that one partner is male and the other female. 
That assumption, the editors say, is now obsolete, for 
"We are, undoubtedly, becoming more enlightened." 
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Unfortunately, the people are not so enlightened. The 
second editorial, "Who Shall Decide?", acknowl
edges that "same-sex marriage does not seem to be 
popular with the voters." Where it has been put to a 
vote, it has been voted down. Legislators are also op
posed. Therefore, "In choosing the courts, the plain
tiffs wisely chose the potentially more hospitable fo
rum .... That the sweeping changes the plaintiffs seek 
may also be a province of the Legislature does not 
preclude action by a court. Our history is replete with 
examples of court initiated profound social change 
where the Legislature has been silent." The editors 
suggest that the court might follow the example of 
Vermont, where a court ordered the legislature to 
approve same-sex unions, saying that, if it did not do 
so "in am orderly and expeditious fashion," the court 
would. The editors conclude, 'the plaintiffs' goals are 
sound and readily achievable by cooperation between 
the judicial and legislative branches of our govern
ment." Ah yes, cooperation. We tell you what to do, 
and you do it, or we'll do it for you. That would be 
the end of democracy. 

roifet and Chest 
~lThe following are some of the workshops fea

tured at the recent "True Spirit Conference 2003," 
sponsored in part by the Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation's leading homosexual lobby group. Every 
year, the True Spirit conference attracts "female-to
male" "transmen," women - many of them college
aged - who seek to become like men because they 
believe their body does not fit their "gender." (Some 
go so far as to have their healthy breasts surgically 
removed in their quest to appear masculine; see ses
sion descriptions below.) 

The theme for this year's conference held Febru
ary 14-17 in Washington, D.C., was "Masculinity: 
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The Magical Mystery Tour." HRC gave $250 to sup
port the event, evidence of HRC's growing "trans" 
advocacy. Other sponsors included: GenderPac, a 
"transgender" activist group; PFLAG (Parents, 
Friends, and Family of Lesbians and Gays){frans Coa
lition; the Metropolitan Community Church of 
Northern Virginia, a church for homosexuals, based 
outside D.C.; and the National Latina/o Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Organization. The session 
titles and descriptions are reprinted verbatim from the 
True Spirit Conference 2003 website. 

Toilet Tr~ining: Advocating 
for Trans-Accessible Bathrooms 

Tired of holding it? Sick of getting kicked out of 
bathrooms, harassed, laughed at, or arrested for try
ing to relieve yourself? Come give feedback of a 
rough cut of "Toilet Trained" a training video ad
dressing the problems with gender-segregated bath- · 
rooms and learn about the strategies being developed 
for de-gendering bathrooms at our jobs, schools, in 
non-profits, and in public places. Share your strate
gies. We'll have an in-depth discussion of the prob
lems with gender-segregated bathrooms and the 
strategies being used by activists across the country 
to make accessible, all-gender bathrooms available to 
all of us. 

Dean Spade, Tara Mateik; Category: LegaVCivil 
Rights; Audience: General 

Chest Reconstruction Surgery 
Dr. Reardon, a New York City-based surgeon who 
specializes in chest reconstruction surgery for FTMs 
[female-to-male], will present a slide show and dis
cuss difference kinds of chest reconstruction surgery 
options. 

James Reardon, M.D.; .Category: Medical; Audi
ence: General 

Chest Surgery Show and Tell 
This popular session will invite guys to come to the 
front of the room and briefly share highlights of 
their surgery experience and/or reflect on their rela
tionship to their new chest. Discussion will include 
choosing a surgeon, logistics and emotions of prepar
ing for surgery, partners/support network role and 
other related issues. 

Progress? 
0 Eric Brown of the Ethics and Public Policy Cen

ter describes the ways in which China is rushing 
pell-mell into the strange new worlds of biotechnol
ogy (Brave New China, appearing in the Weekly 
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Standard). A "stem cell engineering institute" being 
constructed near Tianjin plans to fill its vaults with a 
half million embryonic stem cells, and Chinese scien
tists have been creating cloned human embryos and 
letting them grow for the purposes of conducting ex
periments and harvesting spare parts. Although 
much of Maoism has been debunked and many Chi
nese subscribe to the motto "to get rich is glorious," 
Brown points out that the dominant doctrine among 
Chinese intellectuals and planners is still Marxist. 
The Marxist shares none of our concern over tech
nological alienation from nature or human nature, 
because Marxism is fundamentally godless. The hu
man catastrophe of earlier Marxist revolutions (or 
even the devastation of nature in China or ·the 
former Soviet Union) to know where such frenzied 
technological hubris likely leads. The power to re
make man genetically presupposes the willingness to 
treat human life as a genetic project. It distorts every 
aspect of our humanity into a material problem with 
a potential material solution. Given the suppression 
of intellectual and religious freedom in China today, 
there is at present little effective moral or political 
opposition to the idea that genetic engineering is 
destiny. Moreover, one can only expect that our own 
biotechnical innovations, once in Chinese hands, will 
be used to further the totalitarian project, regardless 
of the libertarian or humanitarian motives that might 
have inspired their creation here." In addition to the 
one-child-per-couple policy of population control, 
the Chinese government is increasingly explicit 
about its embrace of eugenics, resulting in abortion 
or infanticide for "defectives," and the sterilization 
of hundreds of thousands of women. All this in the 
name of a revolution aimed at "the new man in the 
new society"- a revolution that could end up mak
ing the human ravages of Mao's cultural revolution 
look benign by comparison. 

Let the feminist of America take note. 

Marriage 

®Zyness O'Haver and Sallie Warren decided .to 
make it official and get married. Why not, after hv-
ing together 77 years? . 

O'Haver, 95, and Warren, 94, were marned 
Wednesday in a ceremony at the Oklahoma County 
courthouse. Three of the couple's four grandchildren 
were on hand to w itness. 

After the repeating of the vows and exchange of 
rings enlivened once when Warren premature!~ an
swered the judge with "I sure do!" and a few umes 

when she gave O'Haver quick kisses the judge pro
nounced them "man and wife, woman and husband" 
(The Associated Press, Oklahoma City April3). 

Modern Witchtralt 
@Wicca now claims to be the fastest growing re

ligion in America. It helps if you start out with a re
ally small number. Wicca claims fifty thousand, al
though it seems nobody has, or could, take a count. 
Wicca started with an English eccentric, Gerald 
Gardner, who in the late 1930s pasted together sun
dry rituals and customs, including nudity, from a lo
cal coven of witches, Indian folklore, and the far-out 
British sex practitioner Aleister Crowley. Wicca, the 
Anglo-Saxon word for wizard, he translated as "wise 
one." Catherine Sanders reviews a recent Wicca 
book, Witch Crafting, A Spiritual Guide to Making 
Magic by Phyllis Curott. Writing in the Weekly Stan
dard, Sanders says, "The sexual theme appears in her 
chapter on Sabbats, the Wiccan holidays. Curott in
structs readers to not only dance 'sky clad,' but to 
'make love with someone you love' after returning 
from the maypole celebration celebrated the first day 
of May. 'And don't forget to practice safe sex!"' she 
cheerily adds. "You'd think that the 'spirituality' of 
Wicca would be vitiated by the fact that even its 
practitioners admit that they've made it all up. But 
the problem here is not that this is silly and incoher
ent. It's rather that those who practice it do so be
cause they like toying with an evil they don't actually 
believe exists, which gives them the frisson of doing 
something wicked while promising they'll be safe do
ing it. ... Of course it's easy to dismiss all this as a sil
liness indulged by people with neuroses to spare, but 
that it is silly doesn't mean it's harmless," says Sand-

,Witchcraft 
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ers. '~er most Wiccan rituals, women are encour
aged to turn to one another and inculcate self
worship by saying, 'Thou Art Goddess.' History sug
gests that beliefs rooted in narcissism and hedonism 
tend to issue in nasty consequences. Don't go danc
ing naked around the maypole with these women. It 
starts silly, and it ends cruel." 

Pedophilia 
0 In the Weekly Standard, Mary Eberstadt pub

lished two articles, "Pedophilia Chic," and a couple 
of years later, "Pedophilia Chic, Reconsidered" Her 
point was that, as sure as deeper night follows night, 
the legitimating of pedophilia- or intergenerational 
sex, as it is politely called - is the next big break
through in sexual liberation. She cited as evidence 
the argument of Hanna Rosin in the New Republic 
that our laws reflect our hang-ups about childhood 
sexuality, as though Freud had never exploded the 
myth of the erotic innocence of children. Now Ju
dith Levine has published Harmful to Minors: The 
Perils of Protecting Children from Sex, put out by the 
University of Minnesota Press, with a foreword by 
Joycelyn Elders, the former Surgeon General. 
Among Dr. Elders' contributions to the public good, 
it may be recalled, was pointing out that many chil
dren suffer from inadequate skills in masturbating, 
and the schools should do something about that. 
Well, now Hanna Rosin reviews the Levine book, 
which gives her a chance to revisit the question of 
sex with children. Speaking of her New Republic 
piece, she writes, "In retrospect my tone was a bit 
too glib for the topic, and certain of my smug little 
asides make me cringe, especially now that I have a 
child." In her book Levine writes, "Sex with children 
does not a pedophile make," a sentence much pillo
ried by critics. Rosin says that Levine is simply guilty 
of sloppy grammar, that she really means no more 
than to say that someone who, maybe just once, has 
sex with a child does not necessarily fit the clinical 
profile of a pedophile. Rosin writes, "Grammar 
aside, Levine seems far too invested in vindicating 
pedophiles." Just how invested should one be in vin
dicating pedophiles? Grammar aside, Rosin is now 
fairly sensible about the matter, suggesting that 
schools should butt out of the sex education busi
ness, lest they end up "robbing my children of their 
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own chance for discovery, and dulling the mystery 
around the whole thing." Levine, responding to 
Rosin's criticism, defends both her argument and her 
grammar. Age of consent laws are arbitrary, she says, 
and not based on "any evidence of psychological 
harm." Moreover, "statutory rape prosecutions often 
do a lot of harm to the putative victim." Levine adds, 
lest there be any misunderstanding, "That doesn't 
mean I condone all sex between adults and minors." 
Somehow I do not think Mary Eberstadt will be reas
sured {EJ_Ccerpted from First Things, Dec. 2002). 

lair Reporting 
@It is said that if a nuclear bomb dropped on 

New York the Washington Post headline would read: 
"Nuclear Attack on New York: Women and Minori
ties Hardest Hit." 

'-'ortion 
0 There has been a striking increase in the num

ber of high school seniors, male and female, who say 
they are virgins. Researchers attribute that to the 
rampant spread of venereal diseases, plus the effect 
of abstinence programs. We may hope that a moral 
awakening may be a contributing factor. Also, a na
tional study by the University of California, Berkeley, 
finds that there are significantly different views on 
abortion between Americans aged fifteen to twenty
two and those aged twenty-seven to fifty-nine. Forty
four percent of the young people - compared to 34 
percent of the adults- support various restrictions 
on abortion. Planned Parenthood and its allies say 
this is because young people do not remember when 
abortions were illegal. People who think there are 
too many abortions and favor more protective laws 
for the unborn, but also want to keep abortion as a 
fall-back option in emergencies, have not yet experi
enced a moral awakening. On the other hand, more 
protective laws would save lives, perhaps with the 
consequence that people would no longer think 
there are "too many" abortions. 

Don't Kill fhat Baby 
0 For years Hadley Arkes of Amherst pressed and 

pushed and argued and countered counterarguments, 
until he was at risk of making a pest of himself. 
"Would it not be a good idea," he relentlessly queried, 
"to at least take a very small step and establish in law 
that it is not allowed to kill babies who are already 
born?" You might have thought that was already the 
law, but it was not. The pro-abortion position is that 
even a born baby is to have its existence defined exclu-



sively by the mother. If she has an abortion, for the 
obvious reason that she does not want a baby, then a 
baby born alive is, in the eyes of the law, not a baby 
and could be killed. Or, as one judge put it, "The 
woman has a right to a dead fetus." It sounds as gro
tesque as it is, but that was the state of the law. Until 
Professor Arkes finally prevailed and all his erudite 
peskiness paid off with the passage of the Born-Alive 
Infants Protection Act. Now it is established that a 
born baby is not an entity defined by human will but 
is a baby, and is not to be killed. Planned Parenthood 
and its allies fought the measure every step of the way, 
saying it was a small but crucial move in the direction 
of overturning Roe v. Wade. 

Fighting Back 

~>A resolution to end Coca-Cola's domestic part
ner benefits plan and reverse the company's "sexual 
orientation" policy will soon be voted un by share
holders. Coca-Cola's Annual Shareholder Meeting 
will be in Houston, Texas, on April16. 

The resolution, item #5, was submitted by 
Bobby Chang of Orangeburg, South Carolina. 

"I recommend the shareholders request the 
Board of Directors to amend the Company's corpo
rate, diversity, and equal employment policies to ex
clude reference to sexual orientation, and cease sup
port of homosexual lifestyle and other deviant lif
estyle behaviors opposed by the majority of people," 
reads the resolution. 

Coca-Cola's board of directors recommended 
that shareholders vote against the proposal. 

"The Coca-Cola Company is committed to at
tracting and retaining a diverse workforce to benefit 
and grow our business, and to ensure that our com
pany is the best place possible to work," reads the 
company statement. "We do not discriminate on the 
basis of sexual orientation. We are confident that the 
policies we have in place are helping us to achieve 
these objectives and that the recommendations made 
in this proposal would undermine the Company's ef
forts in this regard." 

First, the hate mail; then the support. 
News of the resolution prompted many share

holders to write Chang. One unsigned letter post
marked from northern Virginia read in part, "Hey 
bigoted freak! You can propose, but you can't win. I 
have 1,000 time the shares that you do!"The language 
in the remainder of the note was so crude that it can
not be published, and was signed, "we're every
where." 

Another piece of hate mail with a San Francisco 
postmark but no return address said, "Keep your hate 
mongering out of the board room. We don't need your 
kind here, go back wherever you came from." 

Days later, however, mail favoring Chang's pro
posal was outpacing those against. 

"I am now receiving three to one more positive 
responses to my shareholder resolution," Chang re
ported. 

One from an Alabama shareholder read: "We 
share two things in common, first we are both share 
owners in the Coca-Cola company and secondly we 
both share the belief that support of the traditional 
family unit in our society is important, indeed abso
lutely necessary, to maintain the strength and iden
tity of our children as they grow to adulthood. 

"I applaud your courage and wisdom in forward
ing Item 5 to be presented to the share owners at 
Coca-Cola's Annual Meeting. Each year I take the 
time to read the annual report and vote my few 
shares. It is my hope your proposal is approved by a 
majority of Coca-Cola's shareowners . ... I enthusias
tically completed my proxy and mailed it back." F 

F 

Call us for all your furnishing needs! 

National Interior 
Furnishings 
Your one-source supplier 

Furnishings for 
• Church buildings 

• Schools 

• Funeral homes 

• Nursing homes 

• Offices 

Pews; chairs; stacking, folding, office, executive; 
lecterns; desks; workstations; conference tables/ 
chairs; baptistries and heaters; steeples; signage, 
exterior and interior; office/classroom/nursery furnish
ings, cribs, rocking chairs, toddler tables/chairs; 
chalkboards, bulletin boards, white/magnetic boards, 
flannel boards; blinds; traditional and contemporary 
church lighting, chandeliers; sound/video equipment 
and installation; flooring and installation: tile, wood, 
vinyl, carpet, commercial/residential; sports/playground 
equipment; cabinets/shelving/storage units; vacuum 
cleaners, commercial, light duty; carpet cleaners; 
and more. 

(888) 799-7016 (toll free) 

May 2003 33 
Firm Foundation 



By Cecil May Jr. 

What Is Fornication? 

Question: I have been told that fornication 
means "illicit sexual intercourse on the part of 

an unmarried person," as contrasted with adultery, 
which means "illicit sexual activity where at least one 
of the partners is married to another." If that is so, 
how are we to understand Matthew 5:32 and Mat
thew 19:9? Do these passages then mean that the 
only legitimate cause for divorce and remarriage is 
the discovery that a marriage partner was not a vir
gin at the time of the marriage? 

A nswer: The passages referred to read in part, 
"Whoever divorces his wife, except it be for 

sexual immorality ("fornication," KJV), and marries 
commits adultery." If the meaning of fornication sug
gested by the questioner were correct, then it would 
follow that the questioner's proposed interpretation 
would likely be correct also. Some English dictionar
ies do give that definition. However, the word in the 
Bible (Greek, porneia) does not mean illicit sexual in
tercourse just between unmarried persons. Porneia, 
in the Bible, is a broader term, a term that includes 
all forms of illicit sexual intercourse. So every case of 
adultery is fornication, but not all fornication is adul
tery. Jude 7 even calls homosexual intercourse forni 
cation. 

Adultery is sexual intercourse in which at least 
one partner in the illicit union is married to someone 
else. 

The passages referred to are teaching, therefore, 
that sexual unfaithfulness on the part of one's mar
riage partner during the time of the marriage is the 
one cause allowing the other partner to put away his 
or her spouse and remarry. 

Fornication as the only exception to the general 
rule concerning divorce and remarriage is not an ar
bitrary choice. God's original intent for marriage, as 
stated in Genesis 2:24, is for man and woman to be 
joined to one another in "one flesh." Jesus says it is 
God who joins them (Matt. 19:6). The "one flesh" 
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relationship involves sexual union, as 1 Corinthians 
6 :16 indicates. So for one partner to become "one 
flesh" with another violates the very nature of the 
union God made between the husband and wife. 

God does not require that the offended mate 
must end a union thus defiled, but he does allow it. 

How Many Ribs 
uestion: From which side of man was the rib 
taken when God made woman? Does man 

no ave fewer ribs on one side than on the other? 
Or does a man have fewer ribs than a woman? 

A nswer:All the information that the Bible gives 
on this subject is found in the words, ''And He 

took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its 
place" (Gen. 2:21). There is no way, therefore, to 
know from which side the rib came. 

Normally both men and women have the same 
number of ribs on each side. That is, of course, to be 
expected. If a rib is removed from a man today, that 
does not mean his children will be born with one less 
rib. Acquired characteristics are not passed along via 
the DNA, some evolutionary theories to the contrary 
not withstanding. 

Ancient mythologies are filled with such "expla
nations" of how physical peculiarities came to be, 
but the Bible's divine origin is further attested by the 
fact that, though it is also ancient, it does not deal in 
such fanciful notions. 

Abraham's Concubines 

Q uestion: Why is Abraham's second wife re
ferred to as a concubine? Was Keturah Abra

ham s concubine while Sarah lived? Did God approve 
of such arrangements? 

A nswer: In Genesis 25:1 Keturah is called 
Abraham's wife, but in verse 6 "the sons of 

Abraham's concubines" are referred to, apparently 
including the children he bore by Keturah. Then in 1 
Chronicles 1:32 Keturah is called a concubine. 



In Matthew 19:3-9, Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24, 
"Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall be
come one flesh," and deduces from it that God's 
original plan was, one man for one woman for life. It 
is a fair inference to draw that God never fully ap
proved any arrangement that violated that principle. 

However, Jesus also says in Matthew 19:8 that 
Moses "permitted" some divorces, even though they 
were contrary to that principle, "because of the hard
ness of your hearts." The cases of Jacob, David and 
others, who seem to enjoy God's general approval 
while having more than one wife at a time, indicate 
God "permitted" other violations of it in former dis
pensations. 

''Abraham's concubines" in Genesis 1:6 possibly 
refers to Hagar and Keturah, since Hagar's son 
Ishmael, like Keturah's children, were sent away and 
did not receive a full inheritance. 

"Concubine" does not usually mean, in the Bible, 
an unmarried lover or paramour, though that is the 
common meaning in modern usage. Instead, it means 
a legal, but secondary wife, inferior in rank to the 
first or primary wife, which is why Genesis 25: 1 calls 
Keturah a "wife." 1 Chronicles is merely reporting, 
by referring to her as a concubine, that Keturah, 
taken as wife after Sarah's death, is not of the rank 
and position in Abraham's life that Sarah, the mother 
of the promised seed, was. 

Was Keturah Abraham's concubine while Sarah 
was still living? Genesis reports that ''Abraham again 
took a wife." This account comes immediately after 
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the account of the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, 
which mentions that their marriage took place after 
the death of Sarah. The account of Abraham marry
ing Keturah comes two chapters after the account of 
the death of Sarah. While Genesis does not always 
follow exact chronological order in the events it re
ports, there is nothing anywhere in the text to indi
cate that Keturah and Abraham were involved with 
each other during the life of Sarah. 

"Child" or "Children"? 

Question: Is a man with one child qualified to 
serve as an elder? 

A nswer:This question arises from the fact that 
Titus 1:6 declares that an elder must have "faith

ful children." Does this language require that he have 
more than one? 

Ordinary usage, both in the original languages of 
the Bible and in English, the singular, "child," is in
cluded when the plural, "children," is used. For ex
ample, if a speaker were to say to a group, "Everyone 
who has children, please go into Room C," those 
who have only one child would understand that they 
are to go, as well as those who have more than one. 
Many sentences of a similar nature could be given to 
illustrate the general usage. 
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That the biblical usage is the same as our com
mon usage is illustrated by the following passages: 

1. Genesis 21:7. "Who would have said to Abra
ham that Sarah would nurse children? For I have 
borne him a son in his old age." But she had only one 
child, Isaac. Here is a plain case of the plural being 
used to include the singular. 

2. 1 Timothy 5:4. "But if any widow have chil
dren or grandchildren, let them first learn to show 
piety at home, and to repay their parents." This 
teaches children to care for their aged kin. If there is 
only one child in the family, is he free from this duty 
because it says "children"? Obviously, the singular is 
included in the plural. 

3. Ephesians 6:1. "Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord, for this is right." An only child is as ob
viously included in the commandment as are two or 
three children of the same parent. 

4. 1 Corinthians 7: 14. "For the unbelieving hus
band is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children 
would be unclean, but now they are holy." Whatever 
this passage means, it is surely as true for the couple 
who has one child as it is for one with many. 

Actually, there is no way for the qualification to 
be phrased to include the person with one child as 
well as the person with more than one, except in the 
way it is phrased in Titus 1:6. If the text read, "hav
ing a believing child," then a person with seven or 
eight reprobate, unbelieving children would still be 
qualified, if he just had one that was faithful. If it 
read, "having a faithful child or faithful children," it 
would be a cumbrous, redundant expression. 

We are familiar with a similar usage in other ex
pressions. From "the churches of Christ salute you" 
of Romans 16:16, we derive the singular, "church of 
Christ," though the singular form does not occur in 
Scripture. The singular is included in the plural. 

Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized will 
be saved" (Mark 16:16). We do not suppose that this 
excludes women because it does not say "he or she." 
The feminine is included in the masculine. 
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If the Lord had chosen to specify "more than one 
faithful child," it would have been easy to do so. 
Since he did not, the plural "children" should be 
taken to include the singular "child." The person 
who has only one child, if that child is faithful, is one 
"having faithful children." 

Gossip 

Question: What is gossip? Must a r~port be false 
in order to be condemned as goss1p? 

A nswer: The word gossip goes with such words 
as slander, talebearing, whispering, evil speak

ing. Of these, only slander would by definition be 
the repeating of a false report. The other terms in
clude any spreading of an evil report with no good 
purpose. 

Here is a sampling of pertinent passages: "Where 
there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there 
is no talebearer, strife ceases" (Prov. 26 :20). The 
Nelson New King James Bible gives "gossip" in a 
foot note for "talebearer." 

"Let all bitterness ... and ·evil speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice" (Eph. 4:31). 

Preachers are told to, "Remind them ... to be 
ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one" 
(Titus 3:1-2). 

"Do not speak evil of one another, brethren" 
Games 4:11). 

"Whispering" is included in the lists of deadly 
sins found throughout the Bible, as in Romans 1:29 
and 2 Corinthians 12:20. The apostle warns against 
those who would "learn to be idle, wandering about 
from house to house, and not only idle but gossips 
also and busybodies, saying things which they ought 
not" (1 Tim. 5:13). This last seems to be the classic 
description of what we would call a chronic gossip. 

Sometimes something bad about someone needs 
to be told, perhaps as a warning to keep more harm 
from being done, or as necessary information for 
those in a position to correct the wrong done. That 
would not be gossip. But to spread an evil tale, when 
the only motive is to damage another's reputation, 
or to make ourselves look good by comparison, or to 
show how much we are "in the know," is surely con
demned in these verses, even if the report is not 
false. 
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- Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
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243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main Sr. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rr. 108. 
damascuschurchofchrist@mris.com 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and rhe 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Farmington - Sunnrview Church of Christ, Hwy 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
l U, 10:45 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 Raytown -Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 

Ridge Blvd., 64133 rarrowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active co/lege program. Transportatio11 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake Ciry Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Flo rida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:3 0, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 
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-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Cenrral Ave. Church of Chris~ 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma Ciry - Purnam Ciry Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. · 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903)671-2369,671-2515.Sun.10,10:50a.m.,6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. ?, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75 146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('I> mi. east of 1-35) 

-Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e· 
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
en larged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denlon 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/•' . 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the mo.st 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ••••••••••• BKJL01 $14.95 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLo2 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5v..") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

_ O_[der_from Firm a:n .. nrf:otinn 

g)anie( a 9?t'ophet of Goa 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach. Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the H oly Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit." 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that all these religious people disagree, Including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • $3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

•

The Early Earth 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised, pb, 176 pgs. OBOt096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 

approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • ]prophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical , thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 p lus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 

; 

l 

about God's First People 
52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 

Pen and ink illustrations. G_rade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$12.99 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both · $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

_Order from FJrm f oundati!m 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 

j 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mm1mum charge $1 0. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is a ccepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Seeking a motivated, mature in the faith preacher 
for a small congregation located in Farmington 
Hills, Michigan. Attendance is approximately 80-
100. Farmington Hi lls is 33.4 sq. miles with a 
population of 82,100 and is located 35 miles 
northwest of Detroit. Candidate must be an 
energetic person with leadership, communication 
and organizational skills to help us grow. He must 
have a passion for soul winn ing, a supportive 
Christian wife, willing to work with an eldership 
and make a long-term commitment. Prefer age 35-
55 with a Bible degree. Salary negotiable. Send 
r~sum~. taped sermon and video if available, picrure 
of family and references to Elders, Farmington 
Hills Church of Christ, 36500 W. Eleven Mile 
Rd., Farmington Hills, Mi. 48335. 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
~e~ • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• s ize 43/•"x7 Y."x 3/e" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
~e~ • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ··········· $24.95 
Large Print New Testament 

• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
·size 6' x 9" 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold •.•...•.......... $4.00/1/ne 
• Nolndexlngsvaflab/e 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-time preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send r~sume and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
8011 1. 

The Olympia Church of Christ in O lympia, 
Washington is seeking a full-time pulpir minisrer 
interested in working with an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abili ties, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in the community. He also 
must have a supportive family who are also active 
in the work of the church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualifications. Duties will include pulpit 
ministry, teaching, ministering to the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include resume, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Fulhime, experi en ced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/5 0 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 

by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

Fa lse teachers pretend to accept the Bible 
but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward leadings or directions by the Holy 
Spirit." People from all denominations, and 
some in the church of Christ, who claim 
special direction from the Holy Spirit all use 
the same evidence, testimonials, witnessing. 
The fact that all these people disagree, Is 
proot that the spirit leading them is not Holy. 
This book is a clear, concise, and correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the 
Holy Spirit. (pb) 104 pgs . .................. $ 9.95 

$2. 75 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Preachers Available 
Senior preacher for pulpit looking for pulpit. 415 
Rose Arbor Ln., Houston, TX 77060 (281) 447-
8598 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

T rain to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspond ence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 fo r 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VlSS. 

Wanted: Manager of established publishing 
company. Publications include Bible class literature 
and yearly VBS series for churches of Christ sold 
nationwide. Need faithful Christian preferably with 
printing and/or publishing experience. Duties 
include overall management of office, sales, writers, 
prepress, press and bindery operations. (Present 
manager is retiring.) Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Send detailed resume to: Gerald Brown, 
Chairman of T he Board, Lambert Book House, 
4139 Parkway Drive, Florence, Alabama, 35630. 

Please notify us 
if your address changes. 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the New Testament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

We have Bible class literature, 
correspondence courses, 
a wide selection of Bibles. 

Firm Fo undation • (888) 367-6216 
www.bible-infonet.org 

"Keep Yourself Pure" Series 
If you have a 33'/3 rpm recording of 
number 1 a nd number 2, Keep Your 
Tongue and Keep Your Body" (Gospel 
Services, Inc.) that you would like to 
sell, please contact 

Firm Foundation, 888-367-6216. 

We are looking fo r the older version. 
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Eternal Truths 

This book contains articles by such notable men as 
George Bailey, V. P. Black, Franklin Camp, Clarence 
Dailey, Bill Flatt, Roy Hearn, G. P. Holt, Cleon Lyles, 
Hugo McCord, Jim Bill Mclnteer, Billy Smith, John 
Stevens, and Clyde Woods. There are more than 30 
additional authors (all of whom gave their best effort to 
the writing of the manuscripts in this excellent book). 
There are 46 lessons. The research is superb. The 
product is enduring. 1980 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Jesus is Lord 
Lessons for Life 
The Bible and Mental Health 
Christian Evidences 
Wisdom of God- an Eternal Truth 
The Greatest of These is Love 
Faith is the Victory 
The Nature of the Church 
Sunshine in My Soul 
The Lord's Supper 
The Christian and Suffering 
Our Greatest Gift 
The Occult 
Astrology 
The New Testament Plea 
Why I Am a Member of the Church of Christ 
Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $4.50.00 slh 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now! 
Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • )prophet@qulk.com 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
May2003 

Address service requested. 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on. CD·ROM •••••••••••••••••. $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. CAnrrentlssues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sennon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every CD ordered; 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.(pb) regularly $8.95 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
RO. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888·367-6216 
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Can a Christian Still Be an Evolutionist? 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

I f one were to believe everything that the scien
tific commun ity has offered regard ing man's 
origins, we would find that ve ry few theories 

include acts by a supernatural creator. In fact, scien
tists are quick to point out that the un iverse rook bi l
lions of years to fo rm, and thus it wou ld be absurd to 
believe that it was created in just six days . For in 
stance, c.onsider what Thomas H ayden recently 
wrote when he added another "certain ty" of life, be
sides taxes and death. His effort to shore up the ever
faltering theory of evolution was the cover story of 
the July 29, 2002, issue of U.S. News & World Re
port. In exp laining " how evolution works, and why 
it matters more than ever," H ayden stated: "It's an 
everyday pheno menon, a fundamental fact of biol
ogy as real as hunger and as unavoidab le as death" 
(2002, 133 [4]:43). 

Sadly, this type of grandstanding and propagan
dizing in the media occurs all roo o ften. And people 
by the millions accept it as the "final wo rd" on the 
subject - without any real knowledge as to what the 
evidence truly revea ls. Even within the church, 
Christians often subconsciously find themselves fa
voring science over the Bible. We have fo rgotten the 
truth on the matter, which can be summed up simply 
with the first ten words that appear in the Bible : "In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth" (Gen. 1:1 ). If this is not true, then every wo rd 

that fo llows should be ca lled into question. 
Because of the prevailing idea of an ancient Cos

mos, many people have tr ied to find ways to fit evo
lution and its billions-of-yea rs time fram e into the 
biblical account o f crea tion. In essence, they still es
pouse belief in God and the Bible, bu t they also 
pledge a g reat deal of allegiance to science and the 
evolutionary theory. As the o ld adage says, they want 
to "have their cake and eat it, too." But can both the 
Bible and evolutionary theory be true? People cling
ing to both the Bible an d evolution are commonly 
known as "theistic evo lutionists." "Theistic" comes 
fro m the G reek theos, which means "God. " Thus, 
theistic evolutionists believe God does exist, but they 
also hold to the theory o f evolut ion as true. T hey ra
tionalize their bel iefs by stating t hat "yes, God cre
ated the heavens and the earth," bunhen he used (or 
allowed) evolutionary processes to produce the uni
ve ~:se we see today. 

T hus, "Bible believe rs" find t hemselves in the 
awkwa rd position of compromising t he opening 
chapters of the Bible. If Genesis 1-11 is tossed aside 
as merely a mythological story, then we must ross our 
the entire Bible because the one major theme that is 
taught throughout the Bible is redemption. Man's re
latio nship w ith God started a t the pinnacle of cre
ation wee k in the garden, and degenerated from 
there. Christians need to be fully aware that theistic 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

icking Goads 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

God's word is living ... active . . . sharp . .. 
piercin g . . . and able to d isce rn tough 
problems. W hat "God has said" detects 

hypocrisy and shows man exactly what he is. It 
also shows him what he can become and what he 
will be. There can be no escape fro m the penetrat
ing, searching ap plication of t he Word of God . 
God's revea led truth - the Bible - is a sword 
that lays open the whole man ~Heb. 4 :12-13). 

T he eyes of Jesus are " like a fl ame of fire," his 
tongue is like a "sharp, two-edged sword," and his feet are "like 
burnished brass" (Rev. 1 :14-1 6). H e is all-seeing, all-knowing, all
pervading, all-probing, and tramples with indifference all that treat 
his gospel with indifference. 

T he word of God is seed (Luke 8 : 11). You cannot see the life 
that is in seed - nor can it be reproduced by hu man action - but 
it is real. There is unseen vitali ty in the Bible and it gives us - not 
just life - but abundant life U ohn 10: 1 0) .. . "t he life which is life 
indeed." 

Jesus connected " the truth, and the life" Uohn 14:6). H e also 
said, "The wo rds that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are 
life" Qohn 6:63) . 

T he Bible awakens the conscience; alarms the fears; lays bare 
the secret feelings of the heart, and causes t he sinner to tremble at 
the thought of a coming judgment. 

All the changes in the world fo r t he bette r have been caused by 
the power of truth. T he might of the truth which God has revealed 
cannot be overestimated, or ove rstated. 

Felix the gove rnor heard Paul preach the gospel, and as Paul 
" reasoned of righteousness, and self-control, and the judgment to 
come, Felix was terrified" (Acts 24 :25). 

If you hear or read the word of God and are not startled, then 
you must not be pay ing attention. 

"The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by 
the masters of assemblies" (Eccl. 12 : 11). 

God 's word pierces to the "dividing asunder" - It d ivides soul 
and spirit- the animal life from the immortal soul. The soul is the 
mind - the rational part of the human creature. T he spir it (inward 
man) lives when the animal life is no more. 1 T hessalonians 5 :23 
speaks of "your whole spirit, and soul, and body." 

God's word penetrates the jo ints and marrow of the body . .. it 
pierces the bones to the marrow. A similar effect is produced by 



truth. It penetrates the essence of the soul, and lays it open. 
It is a discerner of the thoughts, and shows the intentions. The 

truth of God, which is his word Gohn 17: 17) detects hypocrisy ... 
and heresy. 

The truth of God is not dead, but it sanctifies the soul. 
It must be fearful indeed to hear the voice the Mighty Maker 

of all things. When he spoke six thousand years ago light, worlds, 
moons, and stars sprang into existence. 

The sound of his voice is loud as thunder, but as soothing as 
still water. 

The voice of the living God at Sinai horrified the multitude ... 
and even Moses said, "I exceedingly fear and quake" (Heb. 12: 1). 
The people begged "let not God speak with us, lest we die" (Exod. 
20:19). 

And it came to pass on the third day, when it was morning, that 
there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the 
mount, and the voice of a trumpet exceeding loud; and all the 
people that were in the camp trembled (Exod. 19: 17). 

It must be awful to hear the voice of the Almighty. 
When Jesus calmed the raging sea, his disciples "feared ex

ceedingly, and said one to another, who then is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him?" (Mark 4:41). 

The Bible has confirmed itself as the very word of very God by 
its uncommon power to assure, improve, and comfort the human 
creature. It tells us what to do to be saved ... how to stay saved ... 
imparts tranquility to the soul of man ... answers our deepest ques
tions ... is the panacea for every mortal ill ... and it "gilds Jordan's 
wave." The "hopes and fears of all the years" are satisfied by the 
wonder of the living word of the living God. 

It borders on the inconceivable for any mere mortal - though 
possessed of the highest degrees of learning- to depreciate God's 
word. 

No greater tribute can be paid to any piece of literature than to 
say that it has power to save and is capable of building us up and 
giving us an inheritance among the sanctified. Yet, this is exactly 
what the Bible claims for itself (Rom. 1:16; Acts 20:32). 

Paul, whose message was confirmed by "signs and wonders and 
mighty works," declares the Bible to be the saving power of God 
(Rom. 1:16). When God saves, he uses his saving power. The 
mighty maker of all things uses the awesome power of his wonderful 
word - the gospel - to save sinners, and to edify saints into the 
"measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ." The redeemed 
have "all things that pertain unto life and godliness" through knowl
edge (2 Pet. 1:3). 

It is astonishing that mere mortals, finite and foolish, would 
kick against the goad of God's marvelous message. But as strange 
as it may sound there are those who arrogantly attempt to 
"trample under their feet" the very power of very God. 

God does not force us to follow him. He gives us power to dis
dain "the power of God unto salvation." We see it every day - we 
see it and weep. 

In This Issue 

Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 
Can a Christian 
Still Be an Evolutionist? ••••••••••••••• 1 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 2 
Editorial 
Kicking Goads ............................. 2 

Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 
A Fasting Meditation .•...•••••••••••.• 6 

Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 
"These Things Saith He" ........... 1 0 

T. Pierce Brown 
Liberal or Conservative? ••••••••••• 12 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
To Change or 
Not to Change ..••......•...•.••••..•..• 14 

Mark K. Lewis 
The "Underlying Historicity" 
of the Resurrection ••••••••••••••••••• 17 

Marjorie King 
Queering the Schools ••••••••••••••• 18 

Frazier Conley 
Baptized "In One Spirit" 
or ''One Spirit? ••.•...................... 25 

Frazier Conley 
Who Is a Wise Man? .•••••••••••.•••• 26 

E. Claude Gardner 
Family of God Is the Church ••••• 27 

Potpourri ••• ••••....•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29 

Cecil May Jr. 
Q&A •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• 37 

June 2003 3 
Firm Foundation 



Jesus Christ of Nazareth said, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). Now 
that is easy to understand. Its very simplicity attracts 
the honest mind. Everyone that (1) believes and is (2) 
baptized shall be (3) saved. But to deceive oneself is 
also easy, and multitudes read this clear, concise 
statement but refuse to accept its obvious import. No 
one can have the promise of salvations from past sins 
that does not believe and submit to baptism. Baptism 
is as much a part of the salvation equation as is be
lief. Like love and marriage, they go together. Jesus 
married belief with baptism for remission of sins by 
using the word "and." Here, again, is his statement, 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 
Belief and . . . and . . . and ... baptism are necessary to 
the promised salvation. That is unmistakably plain. It 
is too simple to miss. And still millions upon millions 
miss the obvious because, I suspect, of prejudice pro
duced by preconceived ideas. They are kicking 
against the goad of salvation wisdom. Sad, sad, but 
true. 

Others kick against the goad of the Bible teach
ing about one church, one baptism, one faith, and 
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even one hope. Still others kick the goad of unity 
based exclusively on revealed truth Uohn 17:20-21). 
The Son of God prayed that all who believe on him 
through the words of the apostles - which are ever
lasting and saving truth 0 ohn 17: 17) - should be 
united. The prayer, plainly, does not include those 
who do not believe on Jesus through the word of the 
apostles, given by the Holy Spirit Uohn 16:13), and 
confirmed by miracles (He b. 2:1-4 ). It therefore does 
not include the believer who refuses to be baptized 
"unto the remission of sins." Kicking the goad does 
not destroy the truth, but only injures the kicker. 

Some Johnny-come-lately goad kickers are deny
ing the absolute authority of "scripture inspired of 
God" by rejecting the inerrancy of original revelation. 
Based upon an assumed superior understanding these 
goad-kickers are implying- if not unashamedly stat
ing - that the original manuscripts of the Bible had 
mistakes and contradictions. The underlying fallacy 
is to suppose that the Bible grew up willy-nilly ... the 
product of human experience, observation, and re
flection, but not breathed of God. If the Bible is God
breathed, as it claims to be, then the original had to 
be error free for God is perfect and what he does is 
good. 

Every attempt to downgrade the Bible is kicking 
a goad. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction which is in righteousness. That the 
man of God may be complete, furnished com
pletely unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-4:1). 

For the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than ~ny two-edged sword, and piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is 
no creature that is not manifest in his sight:· but 
all things are naked and laid open before the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do (Heb. 
4:12-13). 

It is hard for thee to kick against the goad 
(Acts 26:14). 

Goad-kickers are persecuting Jesus - though 
they know not what they do. 
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Can a Christian Still Be an Evolutionist? 
(continued from page 1) 

evolution teaches that man started out at the bottom 
and worked his way to the top (via the old amoeba
to-mao story). Therefore, either man started at the 
top and fell, as the Bible indicates, or he started at 
the bottom and rose to the top, as evolution indi
cates. Both cannot be correct! The prophets long ago 
declared the fall of humans, and the resulting need 
for a Savior. Scripture indicates that this was the rea
son for Christ's death - to bring men back into a 
covenant relationship with God. If men truly did not 
fall as described in the creation account, then why 
did Jesus Christ, the Son of God, come to this planet 
and suffer a cruel death on the cross? Additionally, 
consider the following: 

Surely evolution will not have to reverse itself 
and concede that it reached its zenith with the 
birth ofthe Christ childa long, long time ago. 
Surely this colossal system will not have to con
cede that it is less able now to produce a greater 
than Jesus than it did produce two thousand 
years ago. If evolution is not now able to pro
duce a greater than Jesus, then it seems the sys
tem has ceased to be evolution and has become 
devolution, at least in one sense (Gospel Advo
cate). 

As long as we are tossing aside scripture, we 
might as well get out our scissors and cut out all ref
erences to the creation, starting with the gospels 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Jesus made refer
ence to the creation when he stated in Matthew 19:4 
(c.f. Mark 10:6): "Have ye not read, that he which 
made them at the beginning made them male and fe
male." These words affirm that Adam and Eve had 
been on the earth "from the beginning of creation" 
(Mark 10:6). Of course we also would have to throw 
out John, because the first few verses of chapter one 
review the beginning and creation. Other scriptures 
such as Acts 4:24, Acts 17:25, Romans 1:20, Coloss
ians 1:16, 1 Timothy 2:13, Hebrews 1:2, 1 Peter 
4:19, and Revelation 4:11 also would be called into 
question if the creation account is merely a nice 
"story" and not historically accurate. As a matter of 
fact, the only books that do not refer to the creation 
in some form are the books of Jude, Philemon, and 2 
and 3 John! 

Additionally, if we do not accept that God cre
ated the heavens and the earth in six literal days, 

then we are making Jesus Christ our Savior a liar. 
Jesus stated: "But from the beginning of the creation 
male and female he made them" (Mark 10:6), af
firming that Adam and Eve were on the earth since 
the beginning of creation. Paul affirmed in Romans 
1:20-21 that the things God had made had been 
"perceived" even "since the creation of the world." 
According to evolutionists, man did not come into 
the picture until about 3-4 million years ago. It 
doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out that if the 
earth is supposedly 5-6 billion years old, then the last 
3-4 million is not, by any stretch of the imagination, 
"from the beginning." Rather, it is "from the end." 
Therefore we are left with a choice: either Jesus 
Christ lied and the evolutionists are correct, or we 
can believe that the words Jesus Christ spoke are 
true, and therefore evolution is 100 percent wrong. 
The belief in theistic evolution allows for the Savior 
to be called a liar! 

Ah, but you say, ''Adam was just a mythological 
creature. We know today that man originated from a 
Neanderthal-type creature." However, if this is true, 
why did the inspired apostle Paul pen these words: 
"For as -in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive" (1 Cor. 15 :22), and then in reference to 
Christ write, "And so it is written, The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit" (1 Cor. 15 :45)? If Adam 
and Eve are merely mythological, does this mean 
that this "last Adam," Jesus Christ, was a mythologi
cal creature, as well? 
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A Fasting Meditation 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

T here are actions about which the Lord is spe
cific that he hates them such as the seven 
types of behavior listed in Proverbs 6:16-19 

and as divorce (Mal. 2:16). These actions I want to 
avoid under all conditions and at all times no matter 
what the cost may be. 

There are also actions that the Lord affirms that 
he loves such as righteous acts (Ps. 11: 7), justice (Ps. 
37:28; Jer. 61:8), and cheerful giving (2 Cor. 9:7). I 
want to engage in those as much as I can. 

Other actions involve human choice between al
ternatives both of which are good under proper con
ditions. One of them, however, may be more desired 
by the Lord than the other. God does not always see 
things as people do (cf. 1 Sam. 16:7). When Samuel 
asks, "Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offer
ings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord?" (1 Sam. 15 :22), I would want to choose obe
dience over offerings and sacrifices. If he says, "I de
sire steadfast love and not sacrifice" (Hos. 6:6), I 
would want to spend my energies on steadfast love. 
If he says "I desire the knowledge of God, rather 
than burnt offerings" (Hos. 6:6), I would center on 
knowledge of God. 

I learned long ago that if my wife says, "I want 
chocolates more than pearls," I have wasted any 
money I spend on pearls. That I might prefer pearls 
becomes irrelevant. I am not likely to react, "You are 
going to have pearls whether you want them or not!" 

If the assumed efficacy of all the possible means of 
entreating the Lord were arranged on a scale of one to 
ten, there is hardly a question that in human eyes fast
ing would rate a score of nine or more. Fasting is also 
common in the non-Christian religions. A fast was 
declared in Nineveh at Jonah's preaching U onah 3: 7). 

The Law of Moses, however, only provided for 
fasting on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29; 23:27, 
29, 32; Num. 29:7; Jer. 36:6; Acts 27:9}. Neverthe
less, people voluntarily imposed fasting on them
selves. Apart from the day of atonement, fasting is a 
voluntary, self-imposed privation of food and water 
not commanded in either the Old Testament or the 
New Testament. 
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Moses fasted forty days on Mt. Sinai (Exod. 
34:28). Israel fasted when defeated at Ai Gosh. 7:6) 
as well as when engaged in war with Benjamin 
Oudges 20:26) and with the Philistines (1 Sam. 7 :6). 
People fasted when threatened by a military crisis (1 
Sam. 7:6; 2 Chron. 20:3). Saul would have executed 
his son Jonathan for Jonathan's breaking a fast Saul 
imposed had the people not rescued Jonathan from 
him (1 Sam. 14:24-45). David fasted when his son 
was terminally ill (2 Sam. 12:16). A fast was pro
claimed in the face of a locust infestation Uoel1:14). 
Ezra and his company fasted before setting out for 
Jerusalem (Ezra 8:21-23, and Esther asked for a fast 
when she was going to the king in behalf of the Jew
ish people (Esther 4:15-17). 

All would agree that J ezebel made fasting a 
mockery when she in the name of Ahab ordered the 
elders and nobles of Naboth's city to proclaim a fast 
and to have Naboth accused of cursing God and the 
king (1 Kings 21:9, 12). Naboth was executed. Any 
religious act can be prostituted. 

But Isaiah gives us a divine evaluation of the effi
cacy of fasting which has possibly escaped the notice 
of many (lsa. 58:3-14). "Why have we fasted, and 
thou seest it not? Why have we humbled ourselves 
and thou takest no knowledge of it? Behold, in the 
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day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and op
press all your workers. Behold, you fast only to quar
rel and to fight and to hir with wicked fist. Fasting, 
like yours this day will not make your voice ro be 
heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day 
for a man to humble himself? Is it to bow down his 
head like a rush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes 
under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day accept
able to the Lord? 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the 
bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; when 
you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide 
yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 
spring up speedi ly; your righteousness shall go be
fore you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear 
guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
you shall cry, and he will say, Here I am. If you rake 
away from the midst of you the yoke, the pointing of 
the finger, and speaking wickedness, If you pour 
yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of 
the afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be as the noonday." 

If charity to the unfortunate is more des ired by 
the Lord than his people's going without food, then 
charity is what I want to devote my time and re
sources to. I would want to do what would please 
the Lord the most, not what would please him less. If 
this passage does not say that charity pleases him 
more than does people going without food, what 
does it say? 

The child gives a lovely doll as a gift to her 
mother. The husband gives his wife a new circle saw 
for her birthday. The wife gives her a husband a new 
fitted mink coat for her to wear for her wedding an
niversary present to him. 

Self or God? 

When Jerusalem had been besieged and destroyed by 
the Babylonians in 586 B.C., the survivors of theca
lamity established as commemorative fast days the 
anniversaries of the beginning of the siege and of the 
fall of the city. These fast days were observed over 
the seventy years of the Exile. As the temple was be
ing rebuilt after the Exi le, the people from Bethel 
asked the prophet Zechariah about the suitabili ty of 
continuing these self-imposed fast days. 

In what is a shocking response through rhe 

prophet Zechariah, the Lord asks, "When you fasted 
and mourned ... for these seventy years, was it for 
me that you fasted ? And when you eat and when you 
drink, do you not eat for yourselves and drink for 
yourselves?" (Zech. 7 :5-6). A negative reply is ex
pected for the first of these questions and a positive 
one for the second. 

If this answer does not say that what the people 
thought they were doing for the Lord they were in 
reality doing [without being aware of it, no doubt] 
for themselves, then what does it say? Their fasting 
was as self-centered as their ordinary eating was self
centered. Zechariah suggests that the Lord wanted 
acts of true judgment, kindness and mercy toward 
the unfortunate (Zech. 7 :8-10; 8 :19). The passage 
should be considered in the light of the temptation 
to establish traditions that the Lord never estab
lished. 

Paul encountered in Colossae people of ascetic 
persuasion. He asks, "Why do you submit to regula
tions, 'Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch' 
(referring to things which all perish as they are used), 
according to human precepts and doctrines? These 
have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting 
rigor of devotion and self-abasement and severity to 
the body, but they are of no value in checking the in
dulgence of the flesh" (Col. 2:20-23). Paul spoke to 
Timothy of people "who forbid marriage and enjoin 
abstinence from foods which God created to be re
ceived with thanksgiving by those who believe and 
know the truth" (1 Tim. 4:3). 
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Should not every religious act be evaluated by its 
motivation-that is, whether in the ultimate it will 
please people or whether it will please God? Should 
not one consider what the basis for his judgment on 
the matter is? 

Seen of People 
Fasting was a fixed part of the life of the Qumran 
people (the people of the Dead Sea Scrolls). Anna in 
the temple in Jerusalem served God with fasting 
(Luke 2:37). Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights 
before his temptation (Matt. 4:2). The Pharisees and 
the disciples of John the baptist fasted (Mark 2:18). 
The Pharisee depicted in Jesus' parable could remind 
the Lord, "I fast twice a week" (Luke 18:12). Corne
lius was fasting before his vision (KJV, Acts 10:30). 
Paul neither ate nor drank for three days in Dam
ascus before Ananias came to him (Acts 9:9). Paul's 
list of hardships endured include "in fastings often" 
(KJY, 2 Cor. 11 :27). In the storm on the sea, the 
people on the ship were fasting fourteen days (Acts 
27:33). 

People asked Jesus why his disciples did not fast. 
His reply was that wedding guests do not fast as long 
as the bridegroom is with them, but he went on to 
say that they would fast in the day when the bride
groom is taken from them (Matt. 9:15-17; Mark 
2:19-20 Luke 5 :34-35). He rebutted the rebuke the 
question implied by the parable of the new patch on 
the old garment. 

Fasting, popular as it has been across history, is 
not a commanded duty. No passage of command can 
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be cited. It is a voluntary act of piety which one im
poses on himself. There are no instructions about 
when, how often, or how long it should be done. 
One has no way of knowing when it will please God 
and when it has become excessive. Paul hints at absti
nence from sex as a voluntary privation (1 Cor. 7 :5). 

The Sermon on the Mount suggests that fasting 
should be known only to the person who fasts and to 
God (Matt. 6:16-18). No person in the first century 
would have admitted he was fasting for the audience. 
There were customs of dress and behavior adhered 
to when one fasted. Jesus demanded that one give no 
external, visible indication that he was fasting. 
Though oral indication is not mentioned, would it 
not be implied? 

If I announce that I am going on a ninety day fast 
or a one day fast, am I doing anything different from 
the people Jesus was condemning? If I make sure 
that people know how much I have fasted in the 
past, am I any different? 

Jesus has a challenging use of the phrase "they 
have received their reward" (Matt. 6:2, 5, 16). That 
is, the motive determines the efficacy of the act. If I 
let the word get around that I have fasted ninety 
days, people will react that I am a special type of 
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Christian more devout than the rank and file. Is that 
not nrecisely what Jesus was talking about when he 
said, "They have received their reward"? 

When I use social pressure to get people to do 
what they are not voluntarily doing - that is, when I 
create a condition where they have to join in or bear 
the stigma of being a "kill joy," have I not created a 
"They have received their reward" situation? 

Someone proposes that I fast from sunrise to 
sunset. There is nothing of this sort in scripture. The 
idea is borrowed directly from the Muslims. Another 
suggests that fasting be used as a fund-raising device 
- that is, that one fasts and gives the money he saves 
to some cause. Does not this put one in a "They have 
received their reward" position? That is, it raises 
money and there in nothing more coming of it. 

One of the objections I have to the Boston 
Movement is that it sets up religious obligations that 
the Lord never set up. Where did the Lord ever sug
gest that one must have a prayer partner? Where did 
he state how many hours a week one must give to 
various activities? A Japanese young man, already 
overloaded in his school work, was told that if he 
did not do all the required things he would go to 
hell. He responded, "Well then, I guess I will just 
have to go." 

My concern in this meditation is not to decry 
fasting (or any other self-imposed act of devotion) 
for the person who wants to impose it on himself. A 
person might forego marriage; he might decide to be 
a hermit. My concern is about those who by their ac
tions seem to want all to know that they engage in 
such acts and want all people to conform to their 
preference. It is with those who feel that others are 
not quite the Christians they ought to be if they are 
not doing the same acts to the same degree. My con
cern is not limited to acts of fasting. What did Jesus 
mean when he repeatedly said, "They have received 
their reward"? 

If there are two alternatives the one of which the 
Lord has said he prefers over the other, it would be a 
matter of wisdom to put one's strength, tin1e, money, 
and effort into the one the Lord prefers. If not, why 
not? 

In the judgment scene (Matt. 25), people are not 
condemned for failure to fast, nor are they praised 
for having fasted. The items mentioned deal with 
their concern for the unfortunate. 
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(We are reprinting brother McCord's wonderful articles that first appeared in a booklet, The Royal Route of 
Revelation. This is article number five. The series is a beneficial study in the book of Revelation. Our deepest 
thanks to brother McCord.) 

"These Things Saith He" 
By Hugo McCord, Ph.D. 

As jesus spoke to each of the seven congrega
tions in Asia a differing description is given 
of him. Their single and collective force 

causes one to want to express adoration and rever
ence, because "these things saith he." 

The Lord wanted the Ephesians to know he held 
seven stars in his right hand and that he walked in 
the midst of the seven lampstands (not candlesticks, 
which had not then been invented). In this case the 
stars represent angels (1 :20). Angels (heavenly mes
sengers) are apparently appointed for each indi
vidual (Matt. 18:10); is it also true that an angel is 
appointed to represent each church before the 
Father's face? The angel of each church was the one 
designated to receive each of the seven letters. One 
gets the impression that each of the seven angels was 
completely under the authority of the Lord: "in his 
right hand" (2: 1). It is good to know that each angel 
was wholly subservient to the Lord's will. This is 
part of the "all authority" (Matt. 28: 18) that had 
been given to him "in heaven" as well as on earth, 
"angels, principalities, and powers being made sub
ject to him" (1 Pet. 3 :22). 

In this instance the seven golden lampstands rep
resent the seven churches (1 :20), and jesus is de
scribed as walking about among the congregations. 
Such points to loving care and personal interest in 
their welfare. Where two or three gather, he is there 
(cf. Matt. 18 :20). He not only watches their con
duct, but he is their protector, not allowing anyone 
to be tempted above that which he is able to with
stand ( 1 Cor. 1 0: 13). The Ephesian Christians 
should have been much strengthened and alert to 
good behavior knowing that jesus had control of the 
seven stars and that he was walking in the midst of 
the seven lampstands. 

First and Last 
Jesus wanted the Christians at Smyrna to know that 
he was the first and the last, and that he had died and 
was living again. If jesus is the first and the last, he is 
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bound to be deity (cf. Isa. 44:0). If he (along with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit) were first, before any 
created thing, then he is the causeless first cause. 
This statement makes him prior to all things created 
(cf. Mic. 5 :2), as well as posterior: if he is last he will 
be here after all created things have disappeared 
(Heb. 1:10-12). Thus the phrase "first and last" 
points to Jesus' deity and eternity. 

When the Lord mentioned that he had died he 
did not think it necessary to explain that actually de
ity cannot die. But the physical body in which he had 
lived for 33 years could and did die (He b. 2:1 0). His 
spirit did not die, but went to Paradise for three days 
and nights (Luke 23:43). His body did die that Fri
day afternoon, and was dead until early Sunday 
morning (Mark 18:9). His experiencing actual death 
and a resurrection was a guarantee that he could 
raise everybody from their graves (John 14:19). He 
had destroyed death and had brought life and im
mortality to light through the gospel (2 Tim. 1:1 0). 
In this description Jesus reassured the Smyrna saints 
that he was deity, that he was eternal, and that he 
had control of all cemeteries (Heb. 2:14). 

Only one characteristic did Jesus hold before the 
church at Pergamum about himself: that he heJd a 
sword with two edges and that it was sharp (2:12). 
This picture can be none other than a threat of pun
ishment that he would "make war against them with 
the sword of" his mouth (2:16). It is hoped that the 
picture of such a Lord's coming to execute ven
geance did cause the disciples at Pergamum (who 
were committing fornication, following the teaching 
both of Balaam and Nicholas) quickly to repent. 

The Son of God 
To the church at Thyatira Jesus identified himself as 
God's Son with flaming eyes and feet like burnished 
brass. The phrase "the Son of God" is a beautiful 
figurative description of two marvelous facts: the in
carnation and the resurrection. Actually he was not 
the Son of God, for such would imply that he was 



younger than God, and that he had had a beginning. 
Already Jesus had affirmed to the Smyrna church 
that he was first (2:8). If he was first, then God as his 
Father did not precede him, but in the sense of a 
physical coming, an incarnation Uohn 1:14), being 
fathered by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1 :35) and born of 
a woman (Gal. 4:4), he is beautifully called the Son 
of God. Further, he was declared to be the Son of 
God with power by the resurrection from the dead 
(Ps. 2:7; Rom. 1:4; Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5). As a 
Jew in the flesh for 33 years, he had not had eyes of 
fire and feet like fine bronze fired in a furnace 
(1: 15). This latter description was true of his heav
enly existence after his resurrection, and the way 
John had seen him when Jesus appeared to him on 
the isle of Patmos (1:13-18). 

To the church at Sardis Jesus repeated what he 
had said to the Ephesians about the seven stars, and 
then added a new description: he has the seven Spir
its of God (3:1). Since there is only one Spirit of God 
(Eph. 4:4), perhaps Jesus was emphasizing the full
ness of deity encompassed in the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
could depend on the cooperation of the Holy Spirit, 
announcing before his leaving the earth that he 
would dispatch the Holy Spirit to take his place 
Oohn 16:7). The New Testament actually is the min
istration of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 3 :8). In a very 
true sense when one has rejected the New Testament, 
all hope is gone. 

The one who has the seven Spirits said that what 
he was announcing to all seven of the churches was 
the message of the Spirit. Seven times he uttered the 
words: "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches." The indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in each Christian (Gal. 4:6) is ~ .gr.eat 
blessing, but the indwelling measure of the Sptnt ~~
parts no direct guidance or information. All Chns
tians in each of the seven Asian churches enjoyed the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, but they obtained no 
information or leading from such indwelling. His 
guidance or leading would come from their paying 
attention to the words of the Spirit contained in the 
book of Revelation. So the book of Revelation is not 
only the "revelation of Jesus Christ" ( 1: 1), and .t~e 
"revelation of John" (title of the book), but also tt ts 
the revelation of the seven Spirits of God, yes, of 
what the one Spirit said to the churches. Likewise, 
Christians today enjoy the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, but their guidance from that Spirit ~oe~ n?t 
come internally. The only guidance one has ts ht~ hs
tening to "what the Spirit says" through the wntten 

Bible. It appears then that when Jesus identified him
self as the one who has the seven Spirits of God he 
was putting heaven's planning and the cooperation 
of deity into sharp focus. 

David's Key 
Whereas Jesus showed himself to the church at 
Pergamum in a threatening way (with a sharp two
edged sword), to the faithful church at Philadelphia 
nothing by way of alarm was spoken: he wanted 
those saints to have a picture of their Lord as the 
holy and true one who had David's key. One who is 
holy is dedicated; he is set apart to something. Truly 
Jesus set himself a part 0 ohn 17: 19) to one great pur
pose, coming into the world to save sinners (1 T~m. 
1: 15). Etymologically, one who is true has nothtng 
hidden or covered (aletheia). He can stand scrutiny 
through and through. A true man is not artificial and 
is un-veneered. He is real, and reality begets confi
dence. Thank God for him who is without any false
ness and is the same yesterday, today, and forever 
(Heb. 13:8). 

One who has the key to a man's house has au
thority. He who has David's key (lsa. 22:22~ is, as 
would be expected, the "root and offspnng of 
David" (Rev. 22: 16). David's dynasty went under
ground, became inactive, when Zedekiah was de
posed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. But when 
Jesus arose from the dead and ascended into the 
heavens, he not only sat on the right hand of the Fa
ther (Acts 2:34 ), but also on David's throne (Acts 
2:30). The physical kingdom of David, rendere~ in
operative in 586, dormant until A.D. 30, was rev1ved 
spiritually on the first Pentecost after Jesus' resurrec
tion. From that day he has been "Lord of lords, and 
King of kings" (Rev. 17:14 ), with all authority in 
heaven and on earth (Matt. 28:18), opening and no 
man can shut shutting and no man can open. The 
Philadelphia Christians were not led to believe, as 
some teach, that Jesus would not have the use of 
David's key until he comes the next time. The Lord 
told them in A.D. 96 that he already had that key. 
Actually, if he does not get the key until the ~econd 
coming, it will be of little avail, for at that t1me he 
will deliver the kingdom back to God the Father (1 
Cor. 15:24). 

Amen, Witness, and Creator 
In three ways the Lord described himself to t?e 
Laodiceans: as the Amen, as the faithful and true Wit
ness and as the creator. The word Amen goes back 
to d~e Hebrew and means that which is supported. 
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Solidity bears up everything about Jesus Christ. A de
rivative of the Hebrew word is "truth," suggesting 
that which has foundations, that which will not wa
ver, that which is dependable. Twice in Isaiah 65:16 
one reads of the "God of Amen," and since Jesus and 
his Father are one in substance Uohn 10:30), it is not 
surprising that he told the Laodiceans that he is the 
Amen. In him is the yea; wherefore also through him 
is the Amen (2 Cor. 1:20). If we are undependable, 
yet he abides faithful; the Amen cannot deny himself 
(2 Tim. 2:13). 

As a faithful and true witness in court, Jesus held 
to his claim before governor Pilate (Matt. 27:11; 
John 18:36-38; 1 Tim. 6:13) and before the high 
priest Caiaphas (Matt. 26:84). The third description 
of Jesus to the Laodiceans is most often so translated 
as to leave a wrong impression: "the beginning of the 
creation of God" (3 :3 ). Some have inferred that 
Jesus was the first of all created things to be created, 
a doctrine which makes Jesus a creature, not the cre
ator. If it were so, then he created himself, "for in 
him were all things created" (Col. 1:16), and without 
him was nothing made Uohn 1 :2). Since he was not a 
self-creator, one looks back to the word translated 
"beginning" (arche) in Revelation 3:14, and finds 
that it is just as accurately translated "beginner," an 
originator, a moving cause, a prime source. Trans-

lated as the "beginner," all the Bible is harmonious. 
Thus Jesus is properly described as the one who did 
create all things, but certainly not himself. 

But if one contends that he was himself the first 
of all created beings because of the word "begin
ning" in the English versions, then one would have 
to say that God the Father himself is a created being, 
for the same word is used of him in Revelation 21:6: 
"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end." 
However, it is clear in reference to the Father, that 
the word simply means he is the originator and the 
finisher of all things physical, not that he had a be
ginning. Since Jesus and the Father are one Uohn 
10:30), and both are eternal (Mic. 5:2; Ps. 90:1-2), 
then neither was ever created, and both are the cre
ator. 

Seven descriptions of Jesus thus allow all men to 
see him as the one under whom angels are subservi
ent, the one walking in the midst of his churches, the 
first and the last, the one who died and lived again, 
the one with a sharp sword, God's Son with flaming 
eyesand feet like polished brass, the one with whom 
the Holy Spirit cooperates, the dedicated and true 
one with David's key, the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, and the creator of all things. 
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Liberal or Conservative? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

A re you liberal, conservative or in the middle 
of the road? Since none of these terms are in 
the Bible in the sense we are talking about, it 

depends on whose definition you use as to what you 
call yourself or are classified by others. If would 
probably be amusing if it were not so confusing to 
realize that although I consider myself conservative, 
I am considered liberal by many. It long ago ceased 
to bother me very much, for Paul warned that we are 
not to measure ourselves by ourselves or compare 
ourselves with ourselves (2 Cor. 10:12). The only 
standard that we need is God's word. 

We suppose that some who say they are neither 
liberal nor conservative, but in the middle of the road 
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mean that they do not want to bind where God did not 
bind, or loose where God did not loose. However, 
"middle of the road" to others may mean that they feel 
that they can appeal to or appease both parties by 
compromising some things. They may find that they 
become like the soldier in the War Between the States 
who wore a Confederate coat and Union pants. The 
Union soldiers shot him in the torso, and the Confed
erates shot him in the pants, so he lost in any case. 

It is true that we can compromise in almost any 
area that involves merely expediency. If enough per
sons want to have the "mid-week" service on Tuesday 
or Thursday, or not at all, we may be able to satisfy 
their needs. We would personally question a person 



who did not want to have the service at all, but know 
that a yery large number who consider themselves 
faithful Christians have already dispensed with the 
mid-week service, and are still in full fellowship with 
both "liberal" and "conservative" congregations. 
There are thousands of "anti-Sunday school" people 
who attend "main-line" congregations, whatever they 
are. We know they are "anti-Sunday School" because 
they never attend Bible study on Sunday morning. 
The rest of the brethren who believe in and maintain 
Sunday Bible study do not disfellowship them. 

Labels may be useful in some conversations if 
both parties in the conversation understand the thing 
to which the label refers, but they are exceedingly 
dangerous in many circumstances, because it is cus
tomary for many to react to the label as if it were the 
thing itself. The supercilious, self-righteous Pharisee 
in Luke 7:39 who said, "She is a sinner" was doing 
what many of us usually do. He did not realize that 
she could just as properly be classified in many other 
ways, but reacted to his label as if it identified her. A 
penitent sinner is not the same as an impenitent one. 
A forgiven sinner is no longer properly classified as a 
sinner. In the Bible, a person who is called "a sinner" 
is not one who inadvertently or accidentally sins, but 
one who deliberately and persistently sins. A tomato 
farmer is not a person who allows a tomato vine to 
grow in his compost pile from some garbage that was 
buried there. 

How many men haye seen a woman in the car 
ahead of them put her hand out of the window and 
wave it in some fashion, perhaps to get rid of cigarette 
ash, or to signal a turn, either to the right or left, and 
responded, "Just like a woman driver?" There may be 
a million women drivers, each different, but the ten
dency to label and classify as if they were all the same 
is a common, dangerous, and insidious thing. 

The same principle is true with regard to any la
bel we may give a person. I would rather not be clas
sified as an "anti" because it is a label with bad con
notations. However, I confess that I am "anti" every
thing that I consider false doctrine or what we com
monly call unscriptural. We might get technical and 
say that "unscriptural" simply means that it is not 
mentioned in scripture, such as church buildings, 
baptistery, electric lights, etc. Anti-scriptural would 
refer to doctrines or practices that were against those 
things authorized or approved in the scriptures. 

I consider myself conservative in my teaching and 
practice, for I would rather be safe and leave undone 
things that I think tend, lean, or point in the wrong 

direction, even if I cannot prove them to be anti-scrip
tural. It is my opinion that most congregations are 
placing too much emphasis on "fun and games" both 
for youth and adults. It is my opinion that when a 
congregation spends more than a quarter of a million 
dollars on a "family life center" or "fellowship hall" 
that is to be used mostly for fleshly pleasures with 
little spiritual value, the focus is on the wrong things. 
However, I am "liberal" enough that I do not 
disfellowship such a congregation. I am conservative 
enough that I teach that it is safer to use the KJV or 
ASV or ESV in our public teaching, but I am "liberal" 
enough that I do not advocate that any person who 
reads from the NIV is a false teacher and should be 
disfellowshipped. His wisdom, knowledge and atti
tude may be questioned if he does not recognize the 
limitations and dangers of that translation or version, 
but merely being ignorant is not a proper ground for 
disfellowshipping. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Everything seems to be in flux. The principle te
net of Karl Marx, based on the philosophy of 
Hegel, is that politics and governments con

stantly change until perfection (communism) comes. 
Marx thought that every thesis produces antitheses 
and the inevitable struggle between the two will pro
duce change (synthesis), which becomes a new thesis 
that produces a new antitheses and a new synthesis. 
On and on it goes until the world finally accepts uto
pia. 

It is utterly amazing how many people accept this 
basic teaching of socialism. 

It is a rudiment of the Roman Catholic Church 
that change is unavoidable. The prelates of Catholi
cism are bold to say that truth changes by dictum of 
the magisterium. The Catholic Church is therefore 
constantly changing. 

Despite all this, it is true that some things do not 
change. Truth does not change. Perception of truth 
may change, but truth itself cannot change. What
ever was true when Adam walked in Eden is still 
true. What was false then is still false. That is the na
ture of truth and untruth. 

Externals may change. Clothing fashion may be 
altered. Modes of transportation may improve. 
Nanotechnology may bring a new surge of scientific 
progress. Customs may come and go, but truth re-
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mains evermore the same. 
To attempt to change externals may, or may not, 

be acceptable, but mankind does not have the power, 
by taking thought, to add one cubit to the measure of 
truth. Shaken things can change, but unshaken things 
cannot change (Heb. 12:27). 

Homo sapiens love change. The constant cry is, 
"Is it new? Is it new?" New, in the minds of many, 
means better. So, we want to change. In with the 
new, and out with the old is a human itch. 

However som~ things never change. Morality 
does not change ... human need for happiness based 
on freedom from guilt does not change ... sin does 
not change (though men may attempt to discover 
new ways to do bad things) ... God does not change 
... and the Bible, which is God's word, does not 
change. 

The pressure to change even the unchangeable is 
great. It is found in government, business, and edu
cation, but it is not found in sacred scripture. Chang
ing our clothing style does not change - cannot 
change - our hopes and fears. 

All things are full of weariness; man cannot ut
ter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the 
ear filled with hearing. That which hath been is 
that which shall be; and that which hath been 
done is that which shall be done: and there is no 
new thing under the sun. Is there a thing 
whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath 
been long ago, in the ages which were before us 
(Eccl. 1:8-10). 

In keeping with human passion for change there 
is a hue and cry to change the church. The aim is to 
make the church more palatable and less ... well ... 
less obnoxious. The church can be offensive and 
even unpleasant. 

The pronouncement is: Let the church learn her 
lesson and conform to society and then watch her 
grow. 

The fact is: When the church is just like the world, 
it is useless - and will die. The church in the begin
ning of the gospel was countercultural, but it was a 
counterculture based on love and therefore benign. It 
did not advance at the point of a sword but by the 
power of a compassion driven by a living hope. The 



thrill of the absolute promise of a better life beyond 
the grave for the godly gave the body of Christ muscle 
in the fight between truth and falsehood. The fear of 
eternal separation from the source of all good in the 
thick darkness of hopelessness and in the burning fiery 
river of deepest desolation was also a motive to em
brace the truth that makes men free. 

The church in the New Testament was controver
sial but not hostile. The good fight of faith was a 
face-to-face encounter with the misguided axioms of 
the world, but without a root of bitterness. The dis
ciples of the Lamb of God were warriors, but they 
marched under the banner of the cross, which is the 
emblem of God's universal love. Saints possess the 
dignity of conviction and therefore make no com
promise with sin and falsehood, but they are gentle
men and gentlewomen. 

Some think the church is too exclusive and wish 
to change her militant manner. There is a plea for the 
saving gospel of Christ to be presented as if it were a 
statement expressing remorse - an apology. 

Talking Points 

The church of the New Testament is pillared in 
truth. Jesus is truth Uohn 14:6). The church's one 
foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord (Matt. 16:16, 
18). The saved of earth are begotten in truth (1 Pet. 
1:22-23)·. Believers put away sin and corruption, and 
put on the new man "that after God hath been cre
ated in righteousness and holiness of truth" (Eph. 
4:22-24). The church is "the pillar and ground of the 
truth" (1 Tim. 3: 15). 

Truth is narrow in its very nature ... it is exclu
sive. If a given proposition is true, then everything 
that disagrees with that proposition is not true, but is 
false. As an illustration: in ten-base math, 1 + 1 =2. 
Since that is true, then 1 + 1 may not equal any num
ber other than 2. There may be other equations that 
equal 2, but 1 + 1 is exclusively two - only this and 
nothing more and nothing less. Applied to a Bible 
proposition we know that belief plus baptism equals 
salvation (Mark 16: 16). If that is true, then belief 
without baptism does not equal salvation, and bap
tism without belief does not equal salvation. It is just 
that simple. 

If a person says that a sinner can have the prom
ise of salvation without water, he is wrong and what 
he says is false. The apostle John put it this way, "He 
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his com
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him" (1 
John 2:4), which sounds pretty exclusive to me. John 

also said, "But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily 
hath the love of God been perfected. Hereby we 
know that we are in him" (1 John 2:5). 

There is one body (Eph. 4:4). The body is the 
church (Eph. 1:22-23 ). Therefore there is one 
church. The church of Christ (the one he built and 
that belongs to him) is one. It includes all the saved 
of all the earth for all time because God adds the 
saved to the church (Acts 2:47). Anytime any person 
anywhere obeys the commands of the New Testa
ment, he is added to the church by the hand of God. 
We may or may not know who he is, but God knows. 
The people of God are as numberless as the stars, 
and as inumberable as sand by the seashore. You can
not count them - not so much because they are 
great in number, but because you cannot identify all 
of them. Still, they constitute one body. 

The church of the New Testament is called "the 
way" (Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22). Jesus 
spoke of himself as "the way" Uohn 14:6). The ex
pression "the way" does not allow for many ways. 
There is "one faith" (Eph. 4:5). 

Moses told the children of Israel: 
Jehovah did not set his love upon you, nor 
choose you, because ye were more in number 
than any people; for ye were the fewest of all 
peoples: but because Jehovah loveth you, and 
because he would keep the oath which he sware 
unto your fathers, hath Jehovah brought you out 
with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of 
the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt" (Deut. 7:7-80). 

Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied .by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
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The church is an earthly phase of the eternal 
kingdom of God, and that kingdom does not come 
with observation "neither shall they say, Lo, here! or, 
there! for lo, the kingdom of God is within you" 
(Luke 17:21). The kingdom of heaven is like leaven 
(Matt. 13:33). A spirit of competition and the carnal 
desire for popularity may cause people to attempt to 
number the saints, but it cannot be done. 

It is true that to enter the kingdom the spirit of 
man must be born of water Uohn 3 :5), and therefore 
there are conditions of entrance into the kingdom. It 
is proper to speak of the pale (fenced in area) of the 
kingdom, but it is also proper to note that the king
dom has no earthly boundaries and cannot be mea
sured with a surveying pole. Jesus said, "My king
dom is not of this world." 

It is scriptural and reasonable to speak of the ex
clusiveness of the church and in the same breath to 
acknowledge that the church includes all the saved. 
The way that leads to life eternal is narrow - and 
straitened - and few find it (Matt. 7:13-14). 
Though they are few, you still cannot count them. 
The names of the saved are written in heaven and we 
will know who they are when the names are read 
from that celestial journal at the last day. 

The exclusive nature of truth and the church 
brings reproach from the uninformed of earth. The 
people of God in pressing the claims of 1 esus, and in 
presenting the terms of pardon, and extending the 
invitation to a heavenly wedding feast may be misun
derstood and even reviled. This is inescapable and 
must be borne with patience. Paul put it this way: 

And working together with him we entreat also 
that ye receive not the grace of God in vain (for 
he saith, At an acceptable time I hearkened unto 
thee, And in a day of salvation did I succor thee: 
behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation): giving no occasion of 
stumbling in anything, that our ministration be 
not blamed; but in everything commending our
selves, as ministers of God, in much patience, in 
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, 
in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in 
watchings, in fastings; in pureness, in knowl
edge, in long suffering, in kindness, in the Holy 
Spirit, in love unfeigned, in the word of truth, in 
the power of God; by the armor of righteous
ness on the right hand and on the left, by glory 
and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as 
deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, and yet 
well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as 
chastened, and not killed; as sorrowful, yet al
ways rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things 
(2 Cor. 6:1-10). 
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Obiedions 
Objection: You think you are right and everyone else 
is wrong. 

Answer: This is an attempt to shift the argument 
away from the Bible as the standard of what is right 
and wrong, and make the standard a person. I am 
not the standard - and neither are you. The crite
rion for judging whether one is or is not in the body 
of Jesus is the Bible. It is not an "I'm right and you're 
wrong" issue. The question is: What does the Bible 
say? 

Objection: We must be more accepting of others 
because the mood of modern man is to let everybody 
do their own thing - that is, believe what they want 
to believe and be what they want to be. It is courte
ous and polite to refuse to brand anything as wrong. 

Answer: The Bible not only exhorts but also re
proves and rebukes (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Were the rule 
of accept-everything-and-condemn-nothing invari
ably applied, then the Moslem, Hindu, Atheist, and 
Reprobate would be accepted and their teaching un
answered. This would also be true of fornication, un
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, 
envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like. Paul 
says that they who practice such things "shall not in
herit the kingdom of heaven" (Gal. 5:22). Some 
things are wrong and must be opposed. Religious er
ror must be answered and corrected or we fail to be a 
light to the world and the salt of the earth. Children 
of God have no choice in the matter seeing that we 
are commissioned to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15; 
Matt. 28:18-20). 

Objection: We must be more flexible - more 
willing to change. 

Answer: This is true, if we are talking about cus
tom, style, and convenience, but if we are talking 
about saving truth and freedom from sin then the 
standard is set and rigid. We follow a once for all de
livered faith Uude 3). The gospel of Christ cannot be 
changed even by an angel from heaven (Gal. 1:6-8). 
Our plea is to restore the ancient order- the church 
of the first century - as being the only safe course in 
spiritual matters. Since the faithful servant of Christ 
is committed to a first-century gospel, he cannot, 
will not, must not accept innovations. 
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The ''Underlying Historicity'' 
of the Resurredion 

By Mark K. Lewis 

I m not exactly sure who Ian Ramsey is, but I know 
there exist serious questions concerning his intel
lectual honesty. Ramsey is quoted in a 1961 book 

written by David Cox entitled History and Myth. In 
discussing whether the resurrection of Jesus actually 
took place, Ramsey wrote: "What is distinctive and 
important about the risen Christ is something other 
than what's seen." I suppose there could be some truth 
to that statement; the meaning of the resurrection is 
indeed extremely valuable. But Ramsey, with some ap
parent pangs of conscience, also acknowledged that 
empirical evidence is relevant to the event, and so in
sisted on "the importance of some underlying historic
ity, even'though the 'event' transcends mere history." 

That last statement is, pure and simple, high-cho
lesterol baloney. What Ramsey was suggesting, in toto, 
was that whether or not Christ was raised from the 
dead is not the most important question; the meaning 
remains the same whether the historical event hap
pened at all. The best he would allow is that there 
might exist some "underlying historicity" to the occur
rence of Christ's resurrection, though the "event tran
scends mere history," whatever that means. 

Such intellectual gobblydygook sounds impres
sive and is designed as a modernistic compromise. 
Ramsey was trying to appeal to two groups of people: 
modern historians who flat out deny the resurrection 
of Christ, and Ramsey's religious readers who still be
lieve in that resurrection. Thus he talked about the 
"underlying historicity" of the event. To the un
trained that sounds like, well, the event must have 
happened. But to the trained historian, Ramsey is say
ing that he does not really believe in the resurrection 
at all, that even though Jesus really did exist (a fact no 
credible historian denies), the miracles did not hap
pen. Frankly, Ramsey was being somewhat disingenu
ous, which is a nice way of saying he was dishonest. 

It must be admitted that there does exist something 
that (even good) historians recognize as "underlying 
historicity." For example, currently, most medieval his
torians do not believe that the King Arthur of the 
Knights of the Round Table fame truly lived, at least in 

the form of the stories that are told of him. Yet, it is 
generally believed that there did exist a British king in 
the late 6th century whose exploits might have been 
handed down over time and thus served as the basis, 
the "underlying historicity," for the King Arthur sto
ries of Thomas Malory. Historians write of the "un
derlying historicity" of events when they realize that 
the historical evidence provides some basis for 
knowledge, but is insufficient to accept all details, 
especially if those details were enumerated several 
centuries later. Thus, the gospels accounts- to most 
historians- provide some "underlying historicity" 
for the life of Christ, but modern man certainly can
not accept all that the Bible says about Jesus, and cer
tainly not his resurrection. 

But to talk of the "underlying historicity" of the 
resurrection is so much nonsense simply because the 
event either happened or it didn't. There can be no 
"underlying historicity" to a specific happening; 
when one starts getting specific, the answer is either 
yea or nay. Sir Lancelot either existed or he did not 
(probably not); there can be no "underlying histo
ricity" to his existence. Thus, when an historian 
talks about the "underlying historicity" of a specific 
event, he is saying, cautiously - probably because 
of his audience and paycheck - that he thinks that 
event is a myth. Ian Ramsey did not believe in the 
resurrection of Christ, but did not have the fortitude 
to say so in so many words. Hence, there is some 
"underlying historicity" to the event. Poppycock. 

Jesus was either raised from .the dead or he 
wasn't. If he were, then Christianity is true and all 
men must submit to him as Lord. If Jesus were not 
raised, then our faith is vain, our preaching is vain, 
there exists no good reason to follow the Christian 
religion, let us eat drink and be merry for tomorrow 
we die. Readers, beware of those who profess (and 
sound) themselves to be wise, but in reality are fools. 
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(Marjorie King is a writer f~r an organization called Concerned Women in America, and this piece ap
peared on its website. The artiCle contains explicit language, and, if that offends you, you may want to skip 
over it. You have a right - perhaps a duty - to know that the growing move to change your children in some 
aspects of basic morals is aggressive (harmful, attacking, and spreading quickly). This may not yet have come 
to your school district ... or it may be there and hidden from you. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. "The 
works of the flesh are manifest ... ") 

Queering the Schools 
By Marjorie· King 

At a high school in prosperous Newton, Mass., 
it's "To B GLAD Day" - or less deli
cately, Transgender, Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian 

Awareness Day. An advocacy session for students and 
teachers features three self-styled transgendered indi
viduals- a member of the senior class and two recent 
graduates. One of the transgenders, born female, an
nounces that "he" had been taking hormones for 16 
months. "Right now I am a 14-year-old boy going 
through puberty and a 55 -year-old woman going 
through menopause," she complains. "I am probably 
the moodiest person in the world." A second panelist 
declares herself an "androgyne in between both gen
ders of society." She adds, "Gender is just a bunch of 
stereotypes from society, brit I am completely per
sonal, and my gender is fluid." 

Only in liberal Massachusetts could a public 
school endorse such an event for teens, you might 
think. But you would be wrong. For the last decade or 
so, largely working beneath public or parental notice, 
a well-organized movement has sought to revolution
ize the curricula and culture of the nation's public 
schools. Its aim: to stamp out "hegemonic hetero
sexuality"- the traditional view that heterosexuality 
is the norm - in favor of a new ethos that does not 
just tolerate homosexuality but instead actively en
dorses experimenting with it, as well as with a poly
morphous range of bisexuality, transgenderism, and 
transsexuality. The educational establishment has en
thusiastically signed on. What this portends for the 
future of the public schools and the psychic health of 
the nation's children is deeply worrisome. 

This movement to "queer" the public schools, as 
activists put it, originated with a shift in the elite un
derstanding of homosexuality. During the eighties, 
when gay activism first became a major cultural 
force, homosexual leaders launched a campaign that 
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mirrored the civil rights movement. To claim their 
rights, homosexuals argued (without scientific evi
dence) that their orientation was a genetic inherit
ance, like race, and thus deserved the same kind of 
civil protections the nation had guaranteed to blacks. 
An inborn, unchangeable fact, after all, could not be 
subject to moral disapproval. There ensued a suc
cessful effort to normalize homosexuality through
out the culture, including a strong push for homo
sexual marriage, gays in the military, and other signs 
of civic equality. 

But even as the homosexual-rights campaign won 
elite endorsement and lavish funding, even as sup
portive organizations proliferated, the gay movement 
began to split internally. By the early nineties, many 
gay activists viewed goals such as gay marriage or 
domestic partner unions as lamely "assimilationist"
an endorsement of standards of behavior that 
"queers," as they called themselves, should reject as 
oppressively "straight." And they militantly began 
defending the "queer lifestyle" not as an ineluctable 
fate but as the result of a fully conscious choice. 

Underlying this militant stance was a radical new 
academic ideology called "queer theory." A mixture 
of the neo-Freudianism of counterculture gurus 
Norman 0. Brown and Herbert Marcuse and French 
deconstruction, queer theory takes to its extreme 
limit the idea that all sexual difference and behavior 
is a product of social conditioning, not nature. It is, 
in their jargon, "socially constructed." For the queer 
theorist, all unambiguous and permanent notions of 
a natural sexual or gender identity are coercive im
positions on our individual autonomy - our free
dom to reinvent our sexual selves whenever we like. 
Sexuality is androgynous, fluid, polymorphous -
and therefore a laudably subversive and even revolu
tionary force. 



Rutgers English professor Michael Warner, a 
leading queer theorist, observes that categories like 
"heterosexual" and "homosexual" are part of "the 
regime of the normal" that queer theory wants to ex
plode. "What identity," he writes, "encompasses ... 
FTMs (female-to-male transsexuals) who think of 
themselves as queer, FTMs who think of themselves 
as straights, or FTMs for whom life is a project of 
transition ... ?" To overturn the old dichotomies of 
hetero/homo and even male/female, Warner encour
ages continuous sexual experimentation. 

A relatively recent arrival on college campuses, 
queer theory has swiftly dominated the myriad uni
versity gender-studies programs and spread its influ
ence to other disciplines, too, "queering" everything 
under the sun. Type "queering" into Amazon.com's 
search engine, and up comes Queering the Middle 
Ages, Queering the Color Line, Queering India, and 
many other books, many from prestigious academic 
presses. 

It would be tempting to dismiss queer theory as 
just another intellectual fad, with little influence be
yond the campus, if not for gay activists' aggressive 
effort to introduce the theory's radical view of sexu
ality into the public schools. Leading the effort is the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educational Network 
(GLSEN, pronounced "glisten"), an advocacy group 
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founded a decade ago to promote homosexual issues 
in the public schools. It now boasts 85 chapters, four 
regional offices, and some 1, 700 student clubs, 
called "gay/straight alliances," that it has helped 
form in schools across the country. 

GLSEN often presents itself as a civil rights orga
nization, saying that it is only after "tolerance" and 
"understanding" for a victim group. Sometimes, 
therefore, it still speaks the old gay-rights language 
of unchangeable homosexual "identity" and "orien
tation." But it is, in fact, a radical organization that 
has clearly embraced the queer-theory worldview. It 
seeks to transform the culture and instruction of ev
ery public school, so that children will learn to 
equate "heterosexism" - the favoring of hetero
sexuality as normal- with other evils like racism 
and sexism and will grow up pondering their sexual 
orientation and the fluidity of their sexual identity. 

That GLSEN embraces queer theory is clear from 
the addition of transgendered students to the gays 
and lesbians the group claims to represent. By defini
tion, the transgendered are those who choose to 
change their gender identity by demeanor, dress, 
hormones, or surgery. Nothing could be more pro
foundly opposed to the notion of a natural sexual 
identity. Consider as evidence of queer theory's in
fluence, too, the GLSEN teachers' manual that says 
that middle-schoolers "should have the freedom to 
explore [their] sexual orientation and find [their] 
own unique expression of lesbian, bisexual, gay, 
straight, or any combination of these." What is this 
but Michael Warner's appeal to pansexual experi
mentation? 

One of the major goals of GLSEN and similar 
groups is to reform public school curricula and 
teaching so that Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender 
- or LGBT - themes are always central and always 
presented in the approved light. GLSEN holds regu
lar conferences for educators and activists with 
workshops bearing titles such as "Girls Will Be Boys 
and Boys Will Be Girls: Creating a Safe, Supportive 
School Environment for Trans, Intersex, Gender 
Variant and Gender Questioning Youth" and "Devel
oping and Implementing a Transgender Inclusive 
Curriculum." Every course in every public school 
should focus on LGBT issues, GLSEN believes. A 
workshop at GLSEN's annual conference in Chicago 
in 2000 complained that "most LGBT curricula are 
in English, history and health" and sought ways of 
introducing its agenda into math and science classes, 
as well. (As an example of how to queer geometry, 
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GLSEN recommends using gay symbols such as the 
pink triangle to study shapes.) 

Nor is it ever too early to begin stamping out 
heterosexism. A 2002 GLSEN conference in Boston 
held a seminar on "Gender in the Early Childhood 
Classroom" that examined ways of setting "the tone 
for nontraditional gender role play" for preschoolers. 
To help get the LGBT message across to younger 
children, teachers can turn to an array of educational 
products, many of them available from GLSEN. 
Early readers include One Dad, Two Dads, Brown 
Dad, Blue Dads; King and King; and Asha's Mums. 

As for teaching aids, a 1999 book, Queering El
ementary Education, with a foreword by GLSEN ex
ecutive director Kevin Jennings, offers essays on "Lo
cating a Place for Gay and Lesbian Themes in Elemen
tary Reading, Writing and Talking" and "How to 
Make 'Boys' and 'Girls' in the Classroom"- the scare 
quotes showing the queer theorist's ever present belief 
that categorizing gender is a political act. 

For comprehensiveness, nothing beats a GLSEN
recommended resource manual distributed to all K-
12 public schools in Saint Paul and Minneapolis. The 
manual presents an educational universe that filters 
everything through an LGBT lens. Lesson ideas in
clude "role playing" exercises to "counter harass
ment," where students pretend, say, to be bisexual 
and hear hurtful words cast at them; testing students 
to see where their attitudes lie toward sexual "differ
ence" (mere tolerance is unacceptable; much better is 
"admiration" and, best of all, "nurturance"); getting 
students to take a "Sexual Orientation Quiz"; and 
having heterosexual students learn 3 7 ways that het
erosexuals are privileged in society. In turn, princi
pals should make an "ongoing PA announcement"
once a week, the manual says - telling students 
about confidential support programs for LGBT stu
dents. 

Teachers, the manual suggests, should demand 
that public school students memorize the approved 
meanings of important LGBT words and terms, from 
"bigenderist" to "exotophobia." Sometimes, these 
approved meanings require Orwellian redefinitions: 
"Family: Two or more persons who share resources, 
share responsibility for decisions, share values and 
goals, and have commitments to one another over a 
period of time ... regardless of blood, or adoption, or 
marriage." 

Two videos come particularly highly rated by gay 
activists and educators as tools for making primary 
school queer-friendly. Both films strive to present 

20 June 2003 
Pirm Foundation 

homosexuality in a favorable light, without saying 
what it actually is. It's Elementary, intended for par
ents, educators, and policymakers, shows how class
room teachers can lead kindergartners through care
fully circumscribed discussions of the evils of preju
dice, portrayed as visited to an unusual degree on 
gays and lesbians. In That's a Family, designed for 
classroom use, children speak directly into the cam
era, explaining to other kids how having gay and les
bian parents is no different from, for example, hav
ing parents of different national backgrounds. 

GLSEN even provides lesson plans for the pro
motion of cross-dressing in elementary school 
classes. A school resource book containing such les
son plans, Cootie Shots: Theatrical Inoculations 
Against Bigotry for Kids, Parents, and Teachers, has 
already been used in second-grade classrooms in 
California. A children's play in the book features a 
little boy singing of the exhilaration of striding about 
"In Mommy's High Heels," in angry defiance of the 
criticism of his intolerant peers: 

They are the swine, I am the pearl • ••• 
They,ll be beheaded when rm queen! 
When I rule the world! When I rule the world! 
When I rule the world in my mommy,s high heels! 

Some of the LGBT-friendly curricular material 
aimed at older children is quite sexually explicit. The 
GLSEN-recommended reading list for grades 7-12 is 
dominated by such material, depicting the queer 
sexuality spectrum. In Your Face: Stories from the 
Lives of Queer Youth features a 17 -year-old who 
writes, "I identify as bisexual and have since I was 
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about six or seven .... I sort of experimented when I 
was ypung." Another GLSEN recommendation, 
Revolutionary Voices: A Multicultural Queer Youth 
Anthology, has a 16-year-old contributor who ex
plains, "My sexuality is as fluid, indefinable and 
ever-changing as the north flowing river." 

Some of the most explicit homosexual material 
has shown up in classrooms. An Ohio teacher en
couraged her freshman students to read Entries From 
a Hot Pink Notebook , a teen coming-out story that 
includes a graphic depiction of sex between two 14-
year-old boys. In Newton, Massachuse tts, a public 
school teacher assigned his 15-year-old students The 
Perks of Being a Wallflower, a farrago of sexual con
fusion, featuring an episode of bestiality as one of its 
highlights. Such books represent a growth industry 
for publishers, including mainstream firms. 

As part of its effort to make the public schools 
into an arena of homosexual and transgender advo
cacy, GLSEN works assiduously to build a wide net
work of student organizers. It looks for recruits as 
young as 14, who in turn are to bring on board other 
students to form gay/straight alliances or other ho
mosexual-themed student clubs at their schools. 
Glancing over the biographies of 2002's student or
ganizers reveals a uniform faith among them that ex
perimenting with a range of homosexual behaviors 
serves the cause of civil rights. 

The behavior in question involves some practices 
that the Marquis de Sade would welcome. A 
GLSEN-sponsored, taxpayer-funded "teach out" for 
activists, educators, and students to brainstorm ways 
of creating schools and communities that "are truly 
inclusive and safe," held at Tufts University a while 
back, is a case in point. The daylong conference, 
with Massachusetts Department of Education and 
other state employees as workshop leaders and 
drawing many high school students and teachers 
(who received professional development credits for 
attending), featured a "youth only, ages 14-21" ses
sion that offered a lesson in "fisting" - the poten
tially dangerous act, called by some the first new 
sexual invention in 1,000 years, of inserting one's 
fist into a partner's anus or vagina. 

Thanks to two members of the local Parents' 
Rights Coalition, who secretly taped the session, we 
know that the fisting lesson did not arouse universal 
enthusiasm among the teens present. A boy asks why 
anyone would want to do such a thing. Other teens 
reportedly winced. But the self-identified gay and 
lesbian state employees turned aside doubts. One -

a woman - explained that, though fisting "·often 
gets a really bad rap," it usually isn't about the pain 
- "not that we're putting that down." Rather, she 
assured, it is "an experience of letting somebody into 
your body that you want to be close and intimate 
with." 

And so the workshop proceeded, marketing the 
polymorphously perverse to the sexually naive and 
emotionally immature. The etiquette of swallowing 
versus spitting after oral sex came up, as did the 
question of whether a tongue ring makes oral sex 
more pleasurable. Other topics included: how to use 
dildos, the mechanics of lesbian sexual gratification, 
and whether celery makes semen taste sweeter. The 
workshop leaders were sophisticated, yet breezy and 
colloquial, using street language and referring quite 
openly to their own sexual experiences - a Depart
ment of Public Health worker making his homo
sexual promiscuity obvious. The workshop initiated 
adolescents into a forbidden world that their parents 
likely knew nothing about. 

In the winter of 2001, Tufts hosted another 
GLSEN-sponsored conference, entitled "Creating 
Safety - Teaching Respect." This time, most of the 
650 people present were teenagers, rounded up by 
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gay activists or coming on their own to receive in
struction in queer sexuality. Planned Parenthood rep
resentatives handed out special kits, containing latex 
gloves and lubricants, for "safe" fisting. 

GLSEN and other activist homosexual groups 
have effectively used "safe school" campaigns to fur
ther their agenda. The federal Safe and Drug-Free 
Schools Program - Title N of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act- provides millions of dol
lars to state education departments to combat drugs 
and violence in the public schools. Using some of 
these funds, gay activists have helped design and pro
mote p\lblic school "tolerance" programs. One of the 
mildest of such programs, "Healing the Hate," re
leased in 1997 under Department of Justice 
sposorship, implicitly likens disapproval of homo
sexual behavior with the prejudices that in the past 
have led to lynchings, church burnings, and the Ho
locaust. Gay groups contend - dubiously - that 
such programs are necessary because homosexual 
students must endure bullying and hatred every day 
in schools across the country. 

GLSEN is quite explicit about using the safety is
sue to silence opponents. As GLSEN chief Kevin Jen
nings puts it, "We knew that, confronted with the 
real-life stories of youth who had suffered from ho
mophobia, our opponents would automatically be 
on the defensive. . .. This allowed us to set the terms 
of the debate." 

At the urging of gay/straight alliances, schools 
across the U.S. have also created "safe" rooms for 
homosexual or sexually confused students, as if they 
might not be safe from "hate" and "intolerance" 
elsewhere in the school. In these rooms, identified by 
inverted pink triangles, students can discuss same
sex attraction or anxiety about sexual orientation 
with teachers or counselors, who promise a 
nonjudgmental and sympathetic hearing. Students 
who drop by for private discussion about their sexual 
confusion will often be referred- without parental 
knowledge - to local chapters of gay and lesbian or
ganizations. If queer theorists are correct that homo
sexuality is a free choice, then parents might be for
given for thinking such advocacy a kind of recruit
ment. 

Without doubt, most parents would look at the 
subversive agenda on offer at GLSEN conferences 
and in LGBT-friendly curricula and find it bizarre 
and offensive. What sense, they might ask, does it 
make to "queer" math or science or other classes -
whatever that might mean - when so many public 
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schools fail even to produce minimally literate and 
numerate.graduates? 

Especially when all the evidence suggests that the 
incidence of self-labeled homosexuality and bisexu
ality in the population is in fact minuscule - just 1.4 
percent of female subjects and 2.8 percent of male 
subjects, according to one of the largest and most sci
entific surveys by the National Opinion Research 
Center. Even Kinsey, with a very distorted sample 
population of volunteers, prison inmates (including 
sex offenders), and deliberately solicited homosexual 
respondents, only came up with a 4 percent figure 
for exclusive homosexual behavior, still far below 
the 10 percent frequently cited by homosexual activ
ists. Should we revolutionize the schools for such a 
tiny minority? 

Even more to the point, how many parents, even 
those not just tolerant of homosexuality but actively 
sympathetic toward homosexual rights, would really 
want their teenage children to be seeking out a 
"unique expression" of sexuality (let alone with 
their school's help) or learning how to "fist"? How 
many would want their kindergartners - just figur
ing out their identities and desperately needing clear
cut categories like "boy" and "girl" to make sense of 
them - to engage in "non-traditional role play," so 
that they grow up with warm feelings about 
transgendered people? Or their elementary school 
boys and girls exposed to sexual themes that they 
aren't old enough to understand and that are likely 
to fill them with anxiety? Parents might well brush 
off an old-fashioned word and describe it all as, well 
... perverse. 

As for bullying, the real problem is not anti-gay 
prejudice but the overall breakdown of school disci
pline. No child should have to put up with verbal or 
physical intimidation at school. Making schools 
safer, however, does not require importing a broader 
LGBT agenda that offends the values of many stu
dents and parents. 

Nevertheless, though many parents aren't aware 
of it yet, the agenda has moved far beyond the wish
ful thinking of activists. The keynote speaker at 
GLSEN's 2000 conference was Robert Chase, presi
dent of the 2. 7 million-member National Education 
Association, the nation's biggest, most powerful 
teachers' union. The program booklet for the event · 
featured greetings not only from Chase but from 
then-president Clinton, Chicago mayor Richard 
Daley, and the head of the American Federation of 
Teachers, the second-biggest U.S. teachers' union. 



The celebratory notes expressed the kind of praise 
once reserved for groups like the Boy Scouts. A long 
list of well-known organizations has backed LGBT 
programs in the classroom, including the American 
Psychiatric Association, the American Library Asso
ciation, and the National Association of Social Work
ers. 

No organization has been more steadfast in its 
support of GLSEN than the NEA. During the NE.Ns 
annual convention in July 2001, many observers ex
pected the teachers' union to pass an official resolu
tion incorporating GLSEN's sweeping educational 
goals into K-12 curricula nationwide. As it turns out, 
the NEA, clearly trying to minimize public awareness 
of an unprecedented infringement on parental pre
rogatives, tabled the resolution and announced a task 
force to study how best to approach LGBT issues in 
the schools. But in February 2002, the NEA board of 
directors approved the task force's report - a pure 
emanation of the GLSEN worldview, as is clear both 
from its numerous citations of GLSEN documents in 
the footnotes and from its recommendations. 

Following the task force's lead, the NEA will 
now struggle to expunge "heterosexism" from the 
consciousness of children in the classroom. The 
union has encouraged schools to integrate LGBT 
themes into curricula, instructional material, and 
programs; to emphasize the legitimacy of different 
"family structures," including domestic partner ar
rangements; and to offer counseling services for stu
dents struggling with their "sexual/gender orienta
tion." Small wonder that GLSEN greeted the NEA 
task force's report, and its endorsement by the 
union, with hosannas. "These powerful new recom
mendations signal that help is on the way for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender students and staff who 
experience day-to-day abuse in America's schools," 
enthused GLSEN head Jennings. 

The queering of the public schools has perhaps 
advanced furthest in California, where a new state 
law requires public schools to teach all K-12 stu
dents (and K means five-year-olds) "to appreciate 
various sexual orientations." What the new law 
might mean in practice, warned a state assemblyman, 
was on display at Santa Rosa High School, where in
vited homosexual activists "talked about using cello
phane during group sex and said that 'clear is best 
because you can see what you want to lick,"' or at 
Hale Middle School in Los Angeles, where during an 
AIDS education course, "12-year-olds were subjected 
to graphic descriptions of anal sex and tips on how 

to dispose of used condoms so parents don't find 
out." As the assemblyman noted, sex ed courses 
throughout California public schools, influenced 
heavily by national sex education advocates SEICUS 
and Planned Parenthood, have already enthusiasti
cally endorsed the GLSEN worldview. 

But California is only the cutting edge: efforts to 
queer the schools are under way in many other lo
cales, from Massachusetts to Oregon. The co-chair 
of the Massachusetts Governor's Commission on 
Gay and Lesbian Youth, for example, informs the 
Boston Globe that teachers across that state are in
creasingly integrating LGBT themes into lesson·~ -
discussing the sexual orientation of authors as a: in
terpretive tool in literature classes, she says, or com
paring gay and bisexual with straight student mental 
health data in order to study percentages. After a fe
rocious battle, the Broward School Board in Florida 
recently voted to rely on GLSEN to train teachers in 
LGBT "sensitivity." In Gresham, Oregon, in early 
2002, school officials at Centennial High School 
brought in gay and lesbian speakers in English, 
drama, and health classes during the school's annual 
"diversity" week, neither telling students about it be
forehand nor letting them opt out of the classes if 
they wanted. Parental anger forced school officials to 
issue a public apology. 

GLSEN constantly emphasizes the need for toler
ance for homosexuality, bisexuality, and trans
genderism, but if someone bucks the LGBT party 
line in a school that follows it, watch out. Consider 
the experience of Elliott Chambers, formerly a stu
dent at Woodbury High School in a suburb of Saint 
Paul, Minnesota. Woodbury High had posted pink 
triangles on 48 of its 60-odd classrooms and offices 
(what made the other rooms "unsafe" isn't clear). 
Belonging to a conservative family, Chambers de
cided one day to express his values and wore to 
school a sweatshirt with the words STRAIGHT 
PRIDE emblazoned across the front and an image of 
a man and woman holding hands on the back. 

The school principal found this expression of 
support for heterosexuality unacceptable. He for
bade Chambers from wearing the sweatshirt in 
school, explaining that another student had found it 
offensive. Chambers's parents, increasingly con
cerned about what they considered Woodbury's ag
gressive endorsement of the LGBT agenda, met with 
the principal, who charged them with being 
"homophobic" - a frequent accusation made not 
only against anyone who questions the morality of 
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homosexual acts but also against anyone who 
doesn't accept the entire gay activist program, as if 
such questioning could only grow out of psychologi
cal disturbance rather than reasoned judgment. The 
parents then filed a federal lawsuit, claiming that the 
school had squelched their son's First Amendment 
rights. 

When a preliminary judgment came down in 
Chambers's favor, the principal announced over the 
school public address system that the court had actu
ally agreed with school officials that the sentiment of 
"straight pride" seemed intolerant toward homosexu
ality, and if circumstances changed so as to create "a 
reasonable belief that a substantial disruption of, or 
material interference with, school activities might en
sue" from the wearing of the shirt, the school could 
prohibit it again. Foreseeing further disturbance, Mrs. 
Chambers decided to home-school her son. 

The Chamberses' experience was far from 
unique. Objecting when a teacher joins the ranks of 
the transgendered is out of the question in some 
school districts, no matter how disturbing it may be 
to schoolchildren and parents alike. But for those ad
·hering to the queer agenda, the problem is with the 
kids and parents, not their "evolving" educator. 
When Principal Donald Reed of the Marie Murphy 
Middle School in Wilmette, Illinois, announced to 
school officials a few weeks before the 2001 school 
year began that he had undergone "gender reassign
ment" - a sex-change operation - and would 
henceforth be Principal Deanna Reed, the school su
perintendent and other administrators, faithful to 
the GLSEN spirit, didn't remove him/her, despite pa
rental outrage. Instead, the school district hired a 
psychologist to advise teachers on how best to coun
sel children who seemed confused or disturbed by 
their principal's strange transformation. Administra
tors encouraged parents, too, to bring their concerns 
to "professionals." 

Parents or other concerned citizens who com
plain about any aspect of the queering of public edu
cation can face withering attacks, not just from gay 
activists but from cultural elites in general. When the 
two members of the Parents' Rights Coalition re
leased their tape of the GLSEN-sponsored fisting 
workshop to the public, to take one typical example, 
the Boston Globe didn't condemn the use of public 
funds and state employees to instruct schoolchildren 
in an arcane and dangerous "sexual" practice; in
stead, it denounced the whisdeblowers as fomenters 
of "intolerance." 
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School districts that refuse to go along with the 
homosexual agenda now must contend with the 
American Civil Liberties Union, too. The ACLU's 
Lesbian and Gay Rights Project has launched a na
tional effort, called "Every Student, Every School," 
that plans to sue on First Amendment grounds any 
school that refuses gay/straight student clubs on its 
premises. Already, schools in Kentucky and Texas 
face legal action. 

No compulsory public school system can be justi
fied unless what it teaches is a worldview that the tax
payers who fund it can support. The "common 
schools" came into existence, after all, to acculturate 
immigrants to American values. For schools to try to 
indoctrinate children in a radical, minority worldview 
like that promoted by GLSEN and its allies- a vision 
that will form those children's values and shape their 
sense of selfhood - is a kind of tyranny, one that, in 
addition, intentionally drives a wedge between par
ents and children and, as queer theorist Michael 
Warner boasts, "opposes society itself." We must not 
let an appeal to our belief in tolerance and decency 
blind us to indecency - and to the individual and 
social damage that will result from it. 

Will future generations remember? 

Will the ideals you cherish now 
be sustained then? 

Will someone promote your principles? 

Who will guide your grandchildren? 

With your help, the Firm Foundation 
will continue as a powerful voice 

sustaining those beliefs you hold dear. 

Remember us in your will 
and in your contributions. 

For more information contact: 

Firm Foundation Legacy 
Attn: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, Texas 77269 
{281) 469-31 02 



B•ptized ''In One Spirit" or uay One Spirit? 
I Corinthians 12:13 

By Frazier Conley 

In 1 Corinthians 12:13, Paul says, "For by [in] one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body -
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were 

made to drink of one Spirit." Some Bible students 
believe that he refers here to "baptism in the Holy 
Spirit." The relevant phrase would be "in one 
Spirit," so that the Spirit would become at least one 
of the elements of the immersion. 

Others hold that the passage refers to the Holy 
Spirit as an agent of baptism (immersion in water -
th.ewo:tdbaptizo technically includes the element of 
water). Thus they render the passage, "by one Spirit 
we were all baptized [immersed in water]" The 
Greek preposition en may mean either in or by. 

Since the New Testament was written in Greek, it 
always seems useful to check with those who are ex
perts in Greek, the translators. They largely believe 
that the phrase in 1 Corinthians 12:13 should be 
rendered "by" one Spirit, rather than "in" one Spirit. 

The following survey reveals that "by" is preferred 
2 7 to 11 by the translators I consulted: By (or through): 
RSV· NI<nr. NLT· NKnr. NIV· NASB· LB· KJV· ISV· , J ., , J ., ' ' ' ' , 
GNB; CEV; McCord; Williams; Marshall; Knox; 
Moffatt; AMP; Beck; ETR; SEB; Phillips; GWNT; 
Berkley; TCNT; Berry; Barkley; Wuest. In: ESV; ASV; 
JB; NET; NRSV; REB; NEB; Weymouth; NAB; 
Goodspeed; B&C. 

Commentators, however, generally prefer to ren
der "in" and to think of "baptism in the Spirit." Which 
view is correct? 

In solving any problem one must proceed from 
the known to the unknown. What is known? 

(1) It is known that Paul's normal usage of the 
word baptize is "immerse in water." In fact, every 
time Paul uses the word baptize (20 times) he means 
an immersion in water (one instance is figurative, but 
it too refers to water immersion). This has to set up a 
presupposition in. favor of the same usage here. 

(2) Second, we know that when Paul wants to 
discuss the unity of the church he often brings up 
(water) baptism (1 Cor. 1:13ff; Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 
10:2; Gal. 3:26-27; Eph. 4:5). That is also his topic 
in 1 Corinthians 12. 

(3) We also know that it would be awkward to 
render: "For in the element of Spirit we were all im
mersed in the element of water." The text would then 
speak of an immersion into two elements simulta
neously. Perhaps this would not be unthinkable, but it 
is certainly awkward, and it would not be the most 
reasonable understanding. 

(4) We know that in the book of Acts (which has 
· by far the most to say about Holy Spirit baptism) wa
ter baptism and Holy Spirit baptism are clearly dis
tinguished. To conjoin them here would create a con
flict with the teaching in Acts. 

(5) If Paul speaks in this place of Spirit baptism, 
where are the parallel passages? Where else does he 
use the terminology of Holy Spirit baptism? We know 
- nowhere. However, we do have, in 1 Corinthians 
6:11, a parallel passage in Paul to the Spirit as agent, 
"And such were some of you. But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God." 
(Some translators here again render erroneously "in 
the Spirit"). 

( 6) We also know that since baptize, when used 
alone, technically means "immerse in water" it would 
seem that to specify baptism in Spirit the apostle 
would have been careful to avoid misunderstanding 
by placing the specified element (Spirit) close to the 
word baptize. But in the Greek text Spirit and baptize 
are separated by no less than five words. 

If we draw our conclusions from what is known, 
we should render: "For by one Spirit we were all bap
tized [immersed in water] into one body ... and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit." Paul is saying that 
by the agency of the one Spirit (the Spirit as the true 
administrator of baptism), all the Corinthians were 
immersed in water. And in addition, the Corinthians 
were given to "drink of one Spirit," that is, the Corin
thians received extraordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
no doubt at that time when an apostle had laid hands 
on them. P.O. Box 7 

Whitewright, TX 75491 
fconley@cablone.net 
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Who Is a Wise Man? 
By Andrew D. Erwin 

Who is wise and understanding among you? 
By his good conduct let him show his 
works in the meekness of wisdom" 

Games 3:13, ESV) 
James raised a profound question. In many in

stances a stark contrast is displayed by those who are 
considered to be wise and their actions. Such cases 
show the difference in a person who is considered to 
be wise and a person who acts with wisdom. 

One may be highly esteemed among his colleagues 
and friends and yet unable to make wise decisions. 

In keeping with the proper perspective, I consider 
it interesting to note that James asked, "Who is wise 
and understanding among you?" The scriptures are 
not instructing us to view the world and consider the 
actions of the supposed wise that are therein. Rather, 
it seems that this evaluation must be made from 
within. 

Who among the brethren is wise? Let those men 
prove their Wisdom to the brotherhood by their good 
conduct by their works in the meekness of wisdom. 

We should not haphazardly praise one as being 
wise. We must listen, learn, and discern for ourselves 
just exactly who is wise. As always, God's word is our 
standard of judgment. 

The wise may be proven to be so by practicing 
their fear of the Lord. The Bible teaches, "The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who 
practice it have a good understanding. his praises en
dure forever!" (Ps. 111:10). 

Wise people will put this fear into practice by 
turning away from evil (Prov. 14:16) and by keeping 
his commandments (Eccl. 12:13). 

The wise brethren will not suppress the truth and 
yet proclaim wisdom (Rom. 1:18, 22). The wise man 
asks God for wisdom Games 1:5). He will be careful 
to walk with wisdom, making the most of his time 
(Eph. 5:15 -16), and being cautious not to return to a 
former way of life {Eph. 4: 17). 

. One who is wise respects the authority of God's 
word. In Proverbs 9:8 we are told, "Do not reprove a 
scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and 
he will love you." 

A wise man has no problem with repenting when 
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he is shown to be in direct conflict with the word of 
God. However, the scoffer will hate you for saying 
anything at all. May we never become too high
minded to repent of our wrongs. 

We should remember that God resists the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble Games 4:6). 

"It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the 
wise than to hear the song of fools." (Eccl. 7 :5). From 
this text we see that the wise man not only loves to be 
corrected when wrong, but he is also willing to correct 
the wrong. 

Have we become too concerned with upsetting 
the lost to properly instruct them? Would we rather 
have a friend on earth over a brother in heaven? I fear 
that many of us are being tempted to respond to sin 
with a lackluster attitude. 

The wise man is willing to return the sinner from 
the error of his way. He is the one who preaches the 
word "in season or out of season." For his caring 
ways, he will cover a multitude of sins Games 5:19). 

Wisdom is proved to the brotherhood in the work 
of saving souls. We are taught, "The fruit of the righ
teous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is 
wise" (Prov. 11:30). To be remembered as a soul win
ner is perhaps the greatest legacy one could leave. 

When our time comes to pass through the corri
dors of eternity, let us pass as soul winners! And upon 
reaching the other side may we rejoice In a renewed 
fellowship with those precious souls with whom we 
shared the good news and the gospel of peace. 

"~nd they that are wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righ
teousness as the stars for ever and ever,, (Dan. 12:3). 
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Family of God Is the Church 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

I t is now popular to hea r rhar a congregation is a 
family. Ir is declared, "We are glad ro have you 
affiliate with our family, " or "The church here 

is a loving family." Frequently rhe song, God 's Fam
ily (written by Larry Wolfe), is sung with these lyrics: 

We're part of a family tha t's been born again; 
Part of a family whose love knows no end; 
For Jesus has saved us, and made us H is own, 
Now we' re part of the family that's on its way home. 

When a brother meets sorrow we al fee l his grief, 
When he's passed thro' the valley we a ll fee l relief· 
Together in sunshine, together in ra in, 
Together in vict'ry thro' H1s precious name. 

And tho' some go before us, we' ll all meet aga in, 
Just inside the city as we enter in; 
There'll be no more parting, with Jesus we' ll be 
Together forever, God 's family. 

And sometimes we laugh together, sometimes we cry, 
Sometimes we share together hea rtaches and sighs; 
Sometimes we dream together of how it will be 
When we all get to Heaven, God 's family. 

Often a congregation has an annual Friends and 
Family Day emphasizing rhe blessings of each. 

It is definite that the church is rhe family of God 
as taught by Paul. "For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lo rd J esus C hrist, o f whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named" 
(Eph. 3: 14-15). "These things write I unto thee, hop
ing to come unto thee shortly: bur if I tarry long, rhat 
thou mayest know how thou oughtesr ro behave thy
self in the house of God, which is the chu rch of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth" (1 
Tim. 3:14-15). (All scriptures are from the King 
James Version, unless otherwise noted.) 

Father of the Family 
Jehovah God is the Father and there is no other in 
this sense. Jesus said, ''And ca ll no man your father 
upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in 
heaven" (Matt. 23 :9). Yet hundreds of religious lead
ers are pleased to call themselves " father." Even the 
chief man among them in Rome is known as "pope," 
which means "papa." 

Jesus taught in the model praye r fo r the disciples 
ro say, "Our Father which art in heaven." This is a 

proper address for Christians who are faithful. The 
sinner cannot pray "the sinner's prayer" for several 
reasons, one of which is that he is not a child of God. 
If one is a child of the devil, a sinner, how would it 
be appropriate for such a one to address God as Fa
ther? Prayer is for the faithful Christian - for a 
"righteous" person. "Confess your faults one to an
other, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
hea led. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much" Games 5:16). 

God will hear the prayers of his children and 
those who are penitent. "For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil" (1 Pet. 3: 12). 

Christians Are Children 
The Father has children that he owns and likewise 
the devil has children - a high percent of the world 
population. "Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, be
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is· a liar, and the 
father of it" Uohn 8:44). 

But it is a very high honor to become a child of 
God. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
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that, when he shall appear, we shall be ·like him; for 
we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3 :2). According to 
the Bible, how does a sinner change into God's 
child? He is "led by the Spirit of God" for the Spirit 
bears witness "with our spirit" that one becomes a 
child of God. The Spirit teaches the sinner to believe 
in Christ Uohn 8:24); repent of every sin (Luke 
13:3), confess Christ (Rom. 10:10); and to be bap
tized (immersed) (Mark 16: 16). The sinner sincerely 
yields to the commands of believe, repent, confess 
and baptism and thus the Spirit bears witness "with" 
the human spirit that he is now a child of God. Paul 
does not state that the Spirit bears witness "to" our 
spirit, but "with" because the Spirit does not act mi
raculously and mysteriously, by a direct operator. 
The Spirit uses his powerful gospel that a sinner 
must obey. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). 

To explain the way to become a child of God, 
Paul states, "I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to 
the Barbarians, both to the wise, and to the unwise. 
So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gos
pel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1: 14-16). 

It is a beautiful promise that children of God will 
be "heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ." It is a 
grand decision to become God's child and enjoy the 
bliss of heaven. We "inherit" heaven but do not buy or 
deserve it. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resur
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inherit
ance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you" (1 Pet. 1:3-4). 

Ad Like Children of God 
As a child of God, one should strive to grow in the 
image of Christ. If a person will think like God, he 
will become like God in disposition. This means cul
tivating humility (Matt. 18:3), maturity (1 Cor. 
14:20), steadfastness (Eph. 4:14 ), in setting an ex
ample (Eph. 5 :8), and in harmlessness (Phil. 2: 15). 

Must One Become a Child of God? 
A high percentage of people feel they can be 

saved in heaven and never belong to the church, the 
family of God. Consider this thought: If the Father 
has children outside his family, would this make him 
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guilty of spiritual adultery? It is clear, therefore, one 
must enter the church which Christ will save in 
heaven. "For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the 
savior of the body" (Eph. 5:23). 

Other Descriptive Terms 
Besides "the family of God" which describes the 
church, the scriptures teach others which should be 
used. Christians make up "the body of Christ" (1 
Cor. 12:12-13, 20), branches in Christ Uohn 15); 
soldiers in the Lord's army (2 Tim. 2:3-4; Eph. 6), 
sojourners (1 Pet. 2:11), lively stones (1 Pet. 2:5), 
salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16), and stewards (1 Cor. 
4:1-2). All of these must be impressed and not only 
"family of God" should be used. Whenever the fig
ure of "family" is used, it should be made clear that 
the reference is to the church built by Christ. 

In time of critical need, a person is truly blessed to 
have a physical and spiritual family. To God be the 
glory. 372 Mills St. 
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Potpourri ••• 
Planned Parenthood 

@What do Iraqi women need now more than 
ever? According to Planned Parenthood, if you an
swered food, water or medicine, you're wrong. 

Instead, the pro-abortion advocacy group sees 
the liberation of Iraq as an opportunity to extend 
abortion and birth control to yet another civilization. 

"If we are fighting for freedom in Iraq, then most 
surely that freedom should extend to women glo
bally and in the United States," says Planned Parent
hood President Gloria Feldt, in a statement posted 
on the group's Web site. "The most fundamental 
freedom is the freedom of reproductive self-determi
nation." 

But the Bush administration, Feldt complains, is 
standing in the way. "In mid-February, a leaked State 
Department memo indicated that the administration 
intended to extend the global gag rule to cover all 
health programs, including reproductive health pro
grams for refugees." 

How might the Muslim world react, for instance, 
to the words of abortion crusader Margaret Sanger, 
who favored the practice of eugenics to limit "infe
rior" populations? 

"We are paying for and even submitting to the 
dictates of an ever increasing, unceasingly spawning 
class of human beings who never should have been 
born at all," Sanger wrote in a screed she titled 
"Pivot of Civilization." "The wealth of individuals 
and of states is being diverted from the development 
and progress of human expression and civilization" 
(NewsMax.com- April 7, 2003). 

Hiring Cross-Dressers 
~lSACRAMENTO, Calif. -The California As

sembly passed a bill today mandating fines of up to 
$150,000 against business owners - including Bible 
bookstores and nonprofit organizations such as the 
Boy Scouts- for refusing to hire cross-dressing and 
transsexual job applicants. 

Mter more than 45 minutes of debate, with a 
majority of speakers opposing the bill, AB 196 
passed the Assembly by the narrowest of margins. 
The vote was 41 to 34, the bare minimum needed to 

advance the bill to the state Senate. 
Authored by homosexual Assemblyman Mark 

Leno, AB 196 would insert a new definition of "gen
der" into the powerful state Fair Employment and 
Housing Act. The bill's subjective definition of "gen
der" is "identity, appearance, or behavior, whether 
or not that identity, appearance, or behavior is differ
ent from that traditionally associated with the 
victim's sex at birth." 

AB 196 would force employers to allow male 
employees to wear women's clothes and deny reli
gious business owners to follow their own moral 
convictions opposing cross-dressing or sex changes 
(WorldNetDaily.com). 

Is uGay" a Naughty Word? 
OA Colorado J.110m and dad are getting their first 

taste of the oppressive effects of pro-homosexual 
policies after their 12-year-old son was punished last 
week for calling a playground ballgame decision 
"gay." 

The boy, who attends West Middle School in 
Grand Junction, was suspended for two days for "ha
rassment" after making the remark, according to a 
Denver ABC-TV report. 

The report explains that the 12-year-old told a 
fellow player that a referee's decision was "gay." 
That got him kicked out of school for two days. 

Well, now, what's wrong with the word gay? Can 
it be that Gays don't like being called gay? The Gays 
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were the guys(?) who objected to saying something 
was gay in the case of this Colorado boy. Sounds like 
these Colorado "Gays" are disordered, or queer (the 
word queer can mean "unwell, or sick"). 

Remember that hon1osexuals took the perfectly 
good English word gay and perverted it. 

8us6 11laagerous Jesus lovers" 
tl It's not Saddam Hussein and his murderous 

thugs Americans have to worry about - the real 
danger facing us is the openly devout Christianity of 
George Bush and Tony Blair warns author Gore 
Vidal who sneeringly described Bush as a "'come to 
Jesus kind of fellow" and Blair as "a crypto Roman 
Catholic and a secret Jesus lover." 

Vidal failed to explain exactly how Blair, who is 
a self-declared devout Christian, could be a "secret 
Jesus lover." 

But Gore Vidal is not alone in voicing virulent 
anti-Christian attacks. The Catholic League's Dr. Bill 
Donahue reports that the role of religion in the life 
of President Bush is coming under increasing criti
cism both at home and abroad. 

Says Donahue: "This is the way the Bush-fearing 
gang operates. They put words in his mouth and 
then denounce him for saying what he never said. 
We pray the president continues to invoke God's 
name whenever he sees fit and does not yield to 
those who tremble when he does." 

Note to President Bush and Prime Minister Blair: 
keep in mind what Christ told his apostles on the 
night before He was crucified: "If the world hates 
you, know that it has hated me before you ... if they 
have persecuted me, they will persecute you also." 

In other words, you're in very good company 
(NewsMax.com, Ap. 5, 2003 ). 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

'What's written in this little book is based on the conviction that 
nothing in life is more important than a thorough knowledge of the 
Bible. But •.. for one to know, he must learn. And studying must 
precede the learning. It is obvious, therefore, that studying the 
Bible is tremendously important. It is one thing for one to study, 
and another thing for one to study effectively." This book will 
teach you to be an effective student of God's Word. BKAD01 
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law Banning 11lmmoral Conduct" Repealed 
@ROLLING HILLS, Calif. (AP)- A law against 

adultery in this Los Angeles suburb will soon be his
tory. 

The City Council voted Monday to repeal an old 
ordinance that prohibited immoral conduct, includ
ing extramarital sex. The law was passed after the 
city incorporated in 1957. 

"So this is a pro-adultery thing?" joked Council
man James Black in an interview with the Daily 
B~eeze before the meeting. "Good for us!" 

The ordinance banned immoral conduct defined 
as "any person exposing his or her person or the pri
vate parts thereof; or the doing of any other act with 
the intent of arousing, appealing to or gratifying the 
lust or passions or sexual desires of any person to 
whom he or she is not married." 

Violating the law could result in a $25 0 fine or 
three months in jail, or both. 

The repeal issue arose when a resident scouring 
the municipal code mentioned it at council 
candidate's forum. They were unsure if anyone had 
been cited for breaking the law and why it was en
acted. 

"Why this particular law has been dormant and 
allowed to remain on the books all these years is 
anyone's guess," City Attorney Mike Jenkins said. "I 
can only venture to say that when a new city incorpo
rates it's not unusual for it to borrow heavily from an 
already existing city for its municipal code so they 
don't have to start from scratch. I doubt it had any
thing to do with the rate of adultery in Rolling Hills." 

Local laws criminalizing sexual behavior were 
superseded by a California Supreme Court decision 
in 1962 that ruled the state has authority over such 
matters, Jenkins said. 

The ordinance will be formally repealed at the 
end of May, 30 days after the repeal is given a second 
reading on April28. 

Rolling Hills is a Palos Verdes Peninsula commu
nity of 1,900 (The Associated Press, Ap. 15, 2003). 

Paige Criticized 

{9}Civil liberties and educational groups called 
Ap. 8, 2003, for Education Secretary Rod Paige to 
apologize or resign. 

'~l things equal, I would prefer to have a child 
in a school that has a strong appreciation for the val
ues of the Christian community, where a child is 
taught to have a strong faith," Paige said in an inter
view with the Baptist Press. 



Barry Lynn, executive d irector of Americans 
United for Separation of C hurch and State, said 
Paige's remakes showed "an aston ishing mi x of dis
respect for both America's relig ious diversity and the 
public schools." Lynn u rged Paige to repud iate the 
remarks or step clown (Houston Chronicle, Ap. 9, 
2003). 

Snobs Vs. America 
·:?i"The essence of the modern Left ... is contempt 

for ordinary people . .. . 
{?i"Lenin: ' It is true that liberty is precious - so 

precious that it must be rationed.' And who is to do 
the rationing? Why, we, the en lightened ones, the 
anointed ones- the elite! Mrs . C linton: ' It rakes a 
village to raise a child.' God forbid the task should be 
left to- ugh! -a family. You need a community ... 
with leaders . ... And who will those leaders be? Guess 
who .... 

{?i"What gets lefty juices flowing is those crazy 
Christian fruitcakes down in the Bible Belt, with ... 
their reflexive patriotism, thei r dogged hostility to 
such obviously healthful and liberating practices as 
fornication, abortion , and ho mosexuality, and their 
obscurantism about evo lu tion . ''Ah, evolution ! The 

Brown 
Trail 

touchstone of redneck religiosity! ... Do you believe in 
the theory of evolution? No? ... Don't you know that 
only hicks and rubes and knuckle-dragging primitives 
deny the truth of evolution? Haven't you seen 'Inherit 
the Wind?' What brand of tobacco do you chew, in 
your shabby trailer parked back there in the hollow?" 
U ohn Derbyshire, writing on "Pseudoscience vs. 
Snobbery," Tuesday in National Review Online at 
www.nationalreview.com). 

Logic Is Logic 
{?iThe head of the National Organization for 

Women's Morris County chapter is opposing a 
double-murder charge in the Laci Peterson case, say
ing it could provide ammunition to the pro-life lobby. 

"If this is murder, well, then any time a late-term 
fetus is aborted, they could call it murder," Morris 
County NOW President Mavra Stark said Saturday. 

Sell Defense 

{?i A Michigan man who killed a poisonous snake 
he says was threatening nearby children has been 
found guilty of "killing a protected reptile or am
phibian without a state permit" and faces a possible 
jail sentence, reports the Ann Arbor News. 

Convicted of killing the rattlesnake during an af
ternoon outing Aug. 9 with his two sons and their 
friend at Pickeral Lake northwest of Ann Arbor, 4 7-
year-old James Galloway says he was protecting 
nearby children and himself, according to the report. 

Galloway said he wasn't aware that it is a crime 
in Michigan to kill the Eastern Massasauga rattle
snake, Michigan's only venomous snake. 

From Earl Davis ol Chicago 
{?'An Arkansas man was arrested after police fol

lowed a trail of evidence from a bungled bank heist: 
discarded wrappers from candy he allegedly stole and 
ate as he made his getaway (Chicago Tribune, Mar. 28, 
2003). 

{?i"Christian groups vow to spread aid, not gos-
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pel, in Iraq" says a subheading in the Chicago 
Tribune April4, 2003. (Editor's comment: j esus said, 
"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the 
whole creation .. . "). 

®Numerous attempts to clo ne monkeys have 
failed, researches reported in a recent issue of Sci
ence, providing evidence that current cloning tech
niques may not work in humans, and casting serious 
doubt on sensational claims of cloned babies. Scien
tists familiar with the study say that while it may 
eventually be possible to clone humans, present tech
nology creates such a "gallery of hor rors" among 
embryo's chromosomes that successful human clon
ing is not likely to happen anytime soon (Chicago 
Tribune, Ap. 11, 2003). 

\?lA group called Feminist Majorit)l warns that if 
Miguel Estrada is appointed to the fede ral appeals 
court, and later be given a seat on the U.S. Supreme 
Court, it could result in a high court decision that 
unborn children are not disposable products (Chicago 
Tribune, Ap. 10, 2003, in article by Steve Chapman). 

®The American Humanist Association released 
Humanist Manifesto III on Ap. 21,2003. The group's 
last document, issued in 1973, ca lled beli ef in a 
prayer-answering God "unproved and outmoded" 
and said that such belief offers " false hopes of heaven 
hereafter." The new statement barely mentions any 
kind of deity. Tony Hileman, the association's execu
tive director, said "It's not necessary to reject the pos
sibility of God ... but humanist are highl y skeptical of 
that" (Ap. 25, 2003). 

®An advertisement in the Ap. 16, 2003 issue of 
the Chicago Tribune says " Principles have no loop
holes." 

@Don Wycliff in a piece called "Profanities and 
Vulgarities" reports as follows, "A true story: a few 
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weeks ago my colleague Margaret Holt and I orga
nized a brown-bag discussion for the staff on taste, 
standards and language in the newspaper. We put to
gether a flyer with the headline, 'Can they say that in 
the newspaper?' and listed on it some of the coarse 
words that have appeared in recent months and years 
in various editions of the Chicago Tribune. Then we 
gave it to one of our computer gurus to be dissemi
nated electronically throughout the newsroom. When 
he attempted to send it through the e-mail system, 
some of the words tripped the company's spam filters 
and kept the flyer from going anywhere." 

Thanks Earl 
!?i Earl Davis lives in the Chicago area and faith

fu lly sends to the Firm Foundation clippings from 
the Chicago Tribune that are relevant to modern 
weaknesses and strengths - sort of a gage on how 
the winds of time are blowing. We are indebted to 
him. Readers may like to have a brief rundown on 
Earl 's past service in the kingdom. He moved to 
Caribou, M aine in July 1953 to start a local congre
gation of saints. They first met in a one-room school
house and later moved into a hall owned by a service 
organization . After 3 years the group was able to 
build a church building and a preacher's house. After 
ten years, Earl moved to Connecticut where Earl 
started another work. H e now lives in the Chicago 
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area and continues to encourage every righteous un
derta]<ing. We are grateful that the brotherhood of 
the saved has many men like Earl Davis, but there are 
none that surpass him. Once again, we extend our 
deep appreciation to this fine and loyal soldier in the 
good fight of faith. 

Oueer Behavior 
~The Society of Jesus, a group within the Ro

man Catholic Church, argues in support of homo
sexuality and gay priests. In the March issue of Theo
logical Studies, the academic journal published by 
the Jesuits, three articles frontally attack the Catholic 
Church's teaching on sexuality and marriage. In 
"The Open Debate: Moral Theology and the Lives 
of Gay and Lesbian Persons," J an1es F. Keenan, pro
fessor of moral theology at the Weston jesuit School 
of Theology in Massachusetts, leaves no doubt that 
he thinks it is a legitimate debate and it is wide open. 
He cites numerous gay and gay-friendly Catholic 
thinkers who agree with hin1. 

[I]n comparison to the other Christian churches, 
the Vatican's position has changed only a little 
even though a lively debate exists within the 
Church at every other level. The Vatican's teach
ing remains so because its contemporary expo
nents privilege as a condition of truthfulness a 
teaching's unchanged status. 

Put differently, the "contemporary exponents," 
including John Paul II, itnpermissibly "privilege" 
their view on the odd assumption that two millennia 
of consistent Christian teaching has something to do 
with truth. The authors challenge the reluctance of 
the late moral theologian, Richard McCormick, to 
affirm that the homosexual condition and 
homogenital acts are "good and normal." 
McCormick has been outdated by developments 
that, writes Xavier Seubert, "initially appear threat
ening and disruptive" but lead to a recognition that 
"homosexuality can be a new natne for its own em
bodying manifestation of Godlife." 

(Editor's note: "For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile passions: for their won1en changed the 
natural use into that which is against nature: and 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, 
men with men working unseemliness, and receiving 
in themselves that recompense of their error which 
was due"- Rom. 1:26-27). 

Recognize Christian Heritage 
OAs Europe struggles to assemble a Constitu

tion, John Paul II has been pressing its authors to 

craft a document that reflects Europe's Christian 
identity and heritage. 

"The old nations of Europe retain a Christian 
spirit, which constitutes a whole with the genius and 
history of the respective peoples," Zenit News quotes 
the pontiff as telling pilgrims to St. Peter's Square. 

"Unfortunately, secularism threatens the funda
mental values," he added, "but the Church is deter
mined to work continually to maintain alive this 
spiritual and cultural tradition." 

John Paul II told "the Christians of Spain to re
main faithful to the Gospel, to defend and promote 
the unity of the family." 

On Monday, representatives of European Chris
tians in Athens requested that the future European 
Constitution include "a clear reference to the Chris
tian roots of Europe" (NewsMax.com, May 10, 
2003). 

Last Taboo 
{~lJames Hitchcock, writing on "Hypocrisy on 

Pedophilia," in the May 15 issue of the Arlington 
Catholic Herald, as quoted in News/Max: 

"If the Catholic scandals of the past few years 
have done anything, they have made people aware of 
the evils of child molestation, one of the few sexual 
activities which 'enlightened' opinion still thinks is 
wrong .... 

"It is odd that 'enlightened' opinion condemns 
child molestation, since for many years 'progressives' 
have been repudiating one after another of tradi
tional sexual taboos, to the point where almost any
thing can be rationalized. 

"There has long been a movement, just barely out 
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of public sight, agitating for sexual relations between 
children and adults, a movement institutionalized in 
the North American Man-Boy Love Association . .. . 

"But, like other people reaching ' liberation,' they 
have to move boldly to assert their legitimacy. With 
media cooperation, they are now doing so. 

"The Los Angeles Times .. . has given irs annual 
book award to Judith Levine .. . whose work is titled 
' Harmfu l to Minors: The Perils of Protecting Chil
dren From Sex.' ... 

"Not that Levine advocates child molestation -
heaven forbid. What she advocates is 'consensual' 
sex between adults and children as young as 12, as 
well as primary schools where children can engage in 
sexual activity with one another. ... 

"Even if young people think they are acting con
sensually, they often suffer severe traumas from such 
experiences, traumas which may haunt them for the 
rest of their lives. All this has now been defined away 
by Levine and the Los Angeles Times." 

Prayer 
t?i Principal Ellen Green rook the government-pro

claimed National Day of Prayer a bit roo seriously in 
the elementary school she oversees. The woman is 
under fire fo r urging her teachers in a memo to use the 
occasion to pray for each of their students and the 
needs of their families. 

Green, according to an Associated Press report, 
sent a memo to teachers ar Fairfie ld West Elementary 
School in Sylvia, Kan., shortly before the May 1 
prayer day, encouraging them to pray for the country, 
the world, their school district and each student and 
family served. She added in parentheses: "i.e., rake a 
few minutes to stand beside each student's desk and 
pray for that student, their fa mily and their needs." 

Green reportedly also wrote, "God honors those 
who honor Him and seek His will. I plan to make this 
a day of prayer and fasting . I wou ld welcome your 
joining me in seeking God's favor and direction." 

The American Civil Liberties Union was quick to 
condemn Green's action, calling it inappropriate, if 
not illegal. In addition, the Fairfield National Educa
ti on Association, the local teachers' union, said it is 
considering raking action against rhe praying princi
pal (WorldNetDaily.com, May 15, 2003). 

Law of the Land 
!?iLaura Greska, a n 8-year-o ld Massachusetts 

schoolgirl now can bring her favorite Christmas book 
to school without fear of being reprimanded after a 
school district backed down from a policy that barred 
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the student from sharing a book about the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 

The Leominster Public School District agreed to 
change its policy after a lawsuit was filed on behalf 
of Laura Greska, a student at Northwest Elementary 
School. The suit claimed the girl's right to exercise 
her religious beliefs were violated when, after being 
asked to ·bring a book about a Christmas tradition to 
class, Greska brought one highlighting the nativity. 

The American Center for Law and Justice filed 
the suit on behalf of Greska and her parents. 

According to the suit, Greska brought "The Story 
of Christmas" by Sally Owen to class to share, but was 
stopped by her teacher because of its religious con
tent. The suit contended that while the school district 
permitted students to present books covering a wide 
variety of Christmas traditions, the reacher stopped 
Greska from reading her book when she got to a part 
deemed roo religious (WorldNetDaily, May 2003). 

Muslims 
{?i U.S. Islamic activists are uniting with a leading 

anti-war group to hold a civil rights march and rally 
they rout as the largest gathering of Muslims ever in 
the nation's capital. 
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One of the rally's featured speakers is Brian 
Becker of the International A.N.S. W.E.R. coalition, 
an umbrella group tied to the World Workers Party, a 
Marxist organization that supports authoritarian re
gimes and communist dictatorships. 

Bray added, "We must be willing to trust in Al
lah, intensify our dawah, make our voices heard in 
the streets, the ballot boxes, the cash registers and 
the courts, and only then will federal government of
ficials be willing to sit down and deal with us in a se
rious manner. Short of that, the American Muslim 
leadership is fooling itself and the community." 

"Dawah" is commonly understood by Muslims 
as inviting others to Islam, or missionary work. 

Along with Bray, speakers include Siraj Wahhaj, 
imam of Masjid Al-Taqwa in Brookyn, New York. 

Wahhaj was named by U.S. Attorney Mary jo 
White in 1995, as one of the "unindicted persons 
who may be alleged as co-conspirators in the attempt 
to blow up New York City monuments," including 
the World Trade Center in 1993. Other speakers are 
the Rev. AI Sharpton, and Rep. John Conyers, Mich. 
(WorldNetDaily, May 2003 ). 

Discrimination 
~The 9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 

(May 22, 2003) an Arizona school district's action 
prohibiting distribution of a flyer because it pro
moted religious classes was discriminatory and un
constitutional. 

The Scottsdale Unified School District had pre
vented joseph J. Hills from distributing a brochure 
promoting a summer camp for children even though it 
permitted the distribution of similar brochures from 
other nonprofit organizations. Hills' camp included 
two Bible classes out of 19 offered (WorldNetDaily). 

Protest 
OA Roman Catholic cardinal seen as a top con

tender to succeed Pope John Paul II has sparked stu
dent and faculty protests at Georgetown University 
with a remark he made about homosexuals in a com
mencement speech. 

A letter protesting against the speech by Cardinal 
Francis Arinze was signed by about 70 faculty mem
bers at the Jesuit University and delivered on 
Wednesday to Dr. Jane McAuliffe, dean of the 
university's school of arts and sciences. 

"In many parts of the world, the family is under 
siege," Cardinal Arinze said. "It is opposed by an 
anti-life mentality as is seen in contraception, abor
tion, infanticide and euthanasia. It is scorned and 

banalised by pornography, desecrated by fornication 
and adultery, mocked by homosexuality, sabotaged 
by irregular unions and cut in two by divorce." 

Theresa Sanders, a professor of theology at the 
university, protested by leaving the stage where Car
dinal Arinze was speaking. Other students upset with 
the comments also left, according to emails on a sub
scription list used by many of the university's gay 
and lesbian students. 

Bible Tabued 
~Although Robert Harlan was convicted of kid

napping, raping and murdering a 25 -year-old woman 
and shooting another woman passer-by who tried to 
help, leaving her paralyzed, a Colorado judge yester
day (May 23, 2003) overturned his death sentence 
because some jurors had read the Bible during their 
deliberations (WorldNetDaily.com, May 24, 2003 ). 

Very Queer 
(9l Freshman students this fall at Wesleyan Univer

sity in Connecticut will have the option of living in a 
new "gender-blind" facility one floor of a dorm ac
commodating up to 12 students, the Hartford Cou
rant reported. 

The living space is reserved for students who 
don't want to be categorized as one gender or an
other, the university said. The school's new policy 
says the students in the living area "will be assigned a 
roommate without the consideration of gender." 

Brotherly Bribes 
~Paul Proctor makes the following observation: 

"If we are willing to sacrifice our stale old ways, we 
could offer such "seeker sensitive" innovations as an 
open bar for Christian drinkers, live Christian dance 
bands, stage shows and karaoke for the party crowd 
- tarot card readings and seances for the more spiri
tually diverse "seeker"- Christian dating services 
for area singles - tattoos for teens - a fully fur
nished computer and interactive game room for the 
neighborhood youth and of course, adults seeking af
ter hours surfing, (wink-wink) - an exciting Chris
tian casino for all the adventurous gamblers among 
us and a church lottery and bingo parlor for those of 
fixed incomes and limited mobility. Add to that a 
round-the-dock all-you-can-eat buffet, movie the
ater, swimming pool, sauna, massage parlor and 
bowling alley and you're well on your way to some 
serious exponential growth! All we need is a catchy 
name for it and a generous financial commitment in 
writing from all the members to kick it off." Fp 
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A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

(")uesrion_: Is it possibl_e for a Christian ro go to 
~eaven tf they commtt a planned suicide? 

A nswer: In a cla~s, I was thi_n~ing of Matthew 12, 
..t\blasphemy agamst the Sptrtt. I asked, "What is 
the unpardo nable sin ?" Someone immediately re
sponded, "Suicide." 

Many people suggest that, perhaps because we 
think o f sins having to be repented of to be forgiven, 
and it is d ifficult to repent of the sin of suicide. 

That is nor a facetious understatement. It is diffi
cult, but it is not impossible in every case. I am rold 
that those who commit suicide often regret their ac
tion immediately, though perh aps roo late ro stop, 
maybe not roo late to repent. 

Was the person w ho committed suicide a fa ithfu l 
Christian? Was the act of suicide a sin the blood of 

Dispensational 
Premillennialism 
Refuted, Again 
(an expose of pretribu/ation dogma) by Bruce Curd 

A very careful , sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of troublesome 
questions answered.- 180 pgs. • paperback. 

.... $9.00 
plus 53.00 s/h per copy 

IDumin.atin.g the Light 
(and other sermons) by Bruce Curd 

Many subjects never before seen in print. Some are 
controversial, hortatory, doctrinal, devotionai.Sample 
topics: "Can One Stop Believing and Yet Be Saved?"· 
"Dumpi_ng Bible Baptism for an Imaginary Baptism"; "Will 
the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?"; 
many more. - 276 pgs. • paperback. 

• ... $9.00 
plus 53.00 s/h per copy 

54.00 sl h i f ordering both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 
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j esus Christ cleansed because it was committed by 
one who was walking in the light? 

Undoubtedly, some who take their own life do so 
from a mental state t hat makes them no longer re
sponsible for their choices. 

The reason God is the final judge of such things, 
and we are not, is that the heart is involved, not just 
what can be seen. Only God can consider tha t essen
rial aspect of th ings. 

Samson, at least in some sense, committed sui
cide. His last actio n was to slay a large nu mber of 
Phi listines, enemies of God and of God 's people, by 
pu lling down the pillars and roof of the temple of 
Dagon upon them and upo n himself. H e died with 
them, but Samson is listed as one who had the kind 
of faith that justifi es (H eb. 11:32). 

My response to this question is no r to be con
strued as to condone suic ide. Murder is sin (Rom. 
13 :9). To deliberately kill onese lf vio lates that prohi
bition. 

Usually suicide is a continuation of a pattern of 
lif_e lived in unbelief and demo nstrates a continuing 
fa tlu re to trust God to care for his children. 

However, the possibility of circumstances such as 
noted above makes me answer, "Yes, it is possible ." 

God alone is t he judge. The Judge of a ll the earth 
will do right. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. Woods 

John ............................................. $14.99 

James·······················-····················- 14.99 
1, 2 Peter, John, Jude ................... 14.99 

$3.50 shipping for one book 
add .75 postage for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1. 1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
damascuschurchofchrist@mris.com 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne - Church at North Melbourne, 3 215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

Larger print than standard dictionaries 

Merriam
Webster's 

I Collegiate 
Dietiouaryl 
Larger Format I Q•h edition 

This is the size of print in dictionary. 

Hardcover • Leather look • 1,600 pages 
0877797110 

$34.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Cari119 & Sftari119 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Gl'andview Dr.; 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (Vz mi. east of 1-35) 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

june 2003 37 
Firm Foundation 



Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/e". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 •....•••••••••• being reprinted 

Vol. 2 ••••••••••• BKJL02 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized. book 
(3Y.!"x5~") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Ordar fram Firm - .... ... 

g)anie( a 9?ropftet of God 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 
Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389- pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
Ninward leadings or directions by the Holy Spirit. • 
Many denominations and even some in the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that ail these religious people disagree, including 
those among us, is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • $3.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The Early Eaa·th 
by John C. Whitcomb 

Presents the case for biblical crea
tionism so clearly that it is under
stand able for young and old alike. 
revised,pb, 176pgs. 0801096790 

$14.99 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-A great idea-
Gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367 ·6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
ass> 367-6216(toll free). fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Mrs. lrven Lee 
Wife of a gospel preacher 

Mrs. Lee's Stories 
about God's First People 

52 stories covering the book of Genesis 
from creation to the death of Joseph. 
BKRV02 hb, 272 pgs. 

Mrs. Lee's Stories about Jesus 
52 stories from the life of Christ. Questions 
after each story. BKRV02 hb, 266 pgs. 
Pen and ink illustrations. Grade 3-4 reading 
level, large print; also excellent for reading 
aloud to younger children. 

$12.99 ea. 
$4.25 s&h for both • $3.50 for one book 

Tex. residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive -.he word with all 
readiness of the mind, • and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-rime preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able ro proclaim effectively 
God's Word from rhe pulpit. Send resume and 
audio/video rape ro Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80111. 

The Olympia Church of Christ in Olympia, 
Washington is seeking a full-time pulpit minister 
interested in working with an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in rhe community. He also 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
\'\e'~~ • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/ .. ax7W'x 3/a" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
\'\e'~~ • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size 5• X gu 

ASV-A98 .................... $1 0.00 
• Name In gold ................. $4.00/line 
• Nolndexlngavallable 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

must have a supporrive family who are also active 
in rhe work of the church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualifications. Duties will include pulpit 
ministry, teaching, ministering to the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include resume, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Fulhime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer yourh minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Preacher Available 
Preacher with partial support available. (817) 373-
2277. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

"Keep Yourself Pure" Series 
If you have a 33'/a rpm recording of 
number 1 and number 2, Keep Your 
Tongue and Keep Your Body (Gospel 
Services, Inc.) that you would like to 
sell, please contact 

Firm Foundation, 888-367-6216. 

We are looking for the older version. 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Wanted: Manager of established publishing 
company. Publications include Bible class literature 
and yearly VBS series for churches of Christ sold 
nationwide. Need faithful Christian preferably with 
printing and/or publishing experience. Duties 
include overall management of office, sales, writers, 
prepress, press and bindery operations. (Present 
manager is retiring.) Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Send detailed resume to: Gerald Brown, 
Chairman of The Board, Lambert Book House, 
4139 Parkway Drive, Florence, Alabama, 35630. 

National Interior Furnishings is looking for 
representatives. Call toll-free 888-799-7016 for 
more information. 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the New Testament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 

158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 

158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 

Other styles ••• 
Text Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3183 
....................................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 158-134-3175 
....................................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 158-134-3876 ... $24.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3736 
...................................... $29.99 

Name on Bible ••••••••..•..• $4.00Rine 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims 
by George W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's 

seemingly harmless surface to reveal a 
rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps 
of worldwide Islamic expansion, and a 
bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction 
and a comprehensive reference tool on 
Muslims - where they started, how 
they're positioned in today's social, 
political, and religious arenas, and where 
they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Terrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about 
Christianity, violence and the goals of the 
Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex-Muslim 
and former professor of Islamic history at 
AI-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt, the 
most prestigious Islamic school in the 
world, explains why terrorists do what 
they do. His message is graphic and 
depicts the ruthless realities behind the 
teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Answering Islam 
The Crescent in Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of 
orthodox Islam and examines the evi
dence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic an
swers. This revised edition contains more 
resources and updated information. 
0-8010-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$16.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Excellent reference books 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 
S3.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses JilliTU]'~~ ~ 
e~~~e;;eerse Wll~f~~f~ 
by David A. Reed A~WERED 
No other book answers the Jehovah's ll..,. 1\ .. , 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture ~ 1 m U m 
so immediately and shows how to use ~'-~======:J 
the same scripture in teaching Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
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leroy Brownlow 
Preacher, Author, Writer, Publisher, Business Man 

By Noble Patterson 

Christians in Fort Worth and throughout the 
nation were deeply saddened upon learning 
of the death of Leroy Brownlow, Nov. 8, 

2002, at age 88. Memorial services were conducted 
at the Bridgewood Church of Christ, in Fort Worth 
on November 12, with Robert Bankes, Robert 
Bostick and Paul Brownlow officiating. 

Brownlow had suffered a severe stroke in 1993 
and was not expected to live. As a result o f the 
stroke, for the last nine years of his life he was inca
pacitated and was cared for at Bishop Davies Nurs
ing Home in the Fort Worth suburb of Hurst. His in
fluential voice has been fe lt around the world 
through his preaching and w riting. 

Leroy was born Apri l 30, 1914, on a farm in 
Cooke County near Ca llisburg east of Gai nesv ill e, 
Texas. H e was the oldest of three children, the other 
two being girls. He attended school at Callisburg for 
a number of years and became a graduate of the high 
school at nearby Whitesboro, fini shing his course 
with honors in 1931. Leroy did not grow up in the 
church. H is parents were from different religious 
groups; his mother was a Presbyterian, and his father 
taught Sunday school in a Methodist church. His 
grandfather was a Baptist preacher for 65 years. 

It was during this early period that Brother Paul C. 
Witt, of the Science Depa rtment at Abilene Christian 
College conducted a summer gospel meeting in 
Callisburg. The Brownlow family attended these ser
vices regularly. Leroy's parents would come home 
fro m the meeting and study their Bibles by light of a 
lantern until late night. They concluded that the con
cept of New Testament undenominational Christian
ity was a valid one. Leroy came to the same conclusion 
and during this meeting was baptized at age 17. That 
changed everything! Even though Leroy had already 
enrolled at Southern Methodist University to pursue 
an engineering degree, Brother Witt encouraged the 
talented young man to attend Abilene Christian Col
lege and become a preacher. Leroy abandoned his 
plans to go to Southern Methodist University, packed 
up his belongings and drove to Abilene with his friend 
and mentor, Paul C. Witt, and entered Abilene Chris
tian College. Leroy changed his major to Bible and 
Greek and returned home to preach his first sermon in 
Callisburg during the Christmas holidays in 1931. His 
topic was "I Am Ready to Preach the Gospel." This 
expression from the pen of the apostle Paul seems to 
have been the expression of Leroy's life ... he was al
ways "ready" to tell the sweet story. The church build-

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Diaprax 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P
aul Proctor retired from the country mu

sic industry in the late 1990s to address 
social issues from a biblical perspective. 

He extols the wisdom and truths of scripture 
with sharp insight on cultural trends and cur
rent events. 

In a recent article he gives an analysis of 
some modern religious problems. His observa
tions are pertinent to hard-to-deal-with situa
tions in the church today - difficulties gener
ated by change agents and Christian Scholars- and we thought it 
good to quote him - and make some observations of our own. 

Mr. Proctor reports that a workshop held at Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth, Texas, introduced a "new 
style of learning" based on EPIC (Experience, Participate, Image
Rich, and Connection). Proctor claims that EPIC is DIAPRAX. 

'Diaprax' is another word for the Hegelian Dialectic or consensus 
process - a deceitful procedure designed to bring about change 
through conflict and compromise that was conceived in the late 
1700s by transformationist Marxist, Georg Wilhelm Fredric 
Hegel who sought 'unity in diversity.' Diaprax, a word coined by 
author and teacher Dean Gotcher, essentially brings together 
people of diverse and opposing backgrounds, worldviews, and 
belief systems in hopes they will forfeit their own values, tradi
tions and absolutes for the emotional reward of group acceptance. 

Proctor explains that the goal of Diaprax is to rid the flock of 
its pesky and divisive hang-ups and habits that impede unity and 
change. He says that "personal convictions and restrained behav
iors that are based on Biblical truth rather than political correct
ness, pragmatism and personal taste" are to be cast into the 
dustbin (garbage can) if they hinder ecumenism. 

Diaprax is a truth-silencing technique that promotes human
ists ideals. The cowardly essence of Diaprax is: Those who go 
along get along. Those who challenge the consensus are shamed, 
ridiculed or rejected for their "hateful attitude," meaning disrup
tion of the group's purpose driven unity. 

Enablers of Diaprax minimize the importance of Bible knowl
edge and lectures to seduce their subjects into group participation 
and un -offensive human interaction, superficial entertainment 
(nonthreatening "worshiptainment") and dialectic team-building 
techniques. 

Proctor claims, "Diaprax doesn't teach anyone anything 
except how to feel and experience what everyone else is feeling 



and experiencing .· .. it's about turning one's ears from the Ancient 
of Days to the latest noise on the street." 

He also explains that "carnal Christians led by consensus are 
more likely to 'feel' secure in their group-led opinions and actions 
knowing they're not alone in them, even if they are unbiblical." 

Proctor concludes, "This transformational process is especially 
dangerous to Biblical Christians who are enticed into compromis
ing their convictions for the collective. The tragic result is that be
lievers are slowly drawn away from the absolutes of God's Word 
to accept. the cutting-edge strategies and team-building techniques 
of some loving and supporting group they bonded with emotion
ally .... These seductive 'what-ever-it-takes' relationships are the 
driving force behind today's 'new spirituality' where 'facilitators' 
with predetermined outcomes manipulate 'seekers' into superficial 
commitments and carnal covenants with eye-catching imagery and 
misguided emotion toward a one-world religion of wholesale me
diocrity. This is the meaning of 'unity in diversity.' It is an out
come-based religion and a 'new world order.' Powered by a trans
formational process called Diaprax." 

Articles promoting diaprax use words like "interactive, image
rich, cutting edge, futurist, new learning strategy, rewired, leader
ship, team-building, transition, participative, entrepreneurial, next 
millennium, whatever it takes, programming, new paradigm, im
age-based, carving ministries, casting ministries, experiential mo
mentum, passion-driven, purpose-driven, non-relevant lectures, 
postmodern, solidifying, intentionally relational, share experi
ences, and connecting.'' 

Words you will not see in diaprax philosophy include God, 
Jesus Christ, cross, sin, rebellion, repentance, confession, forgive
ness, grace, mercy, wisdom, love, faith, baptism, joy, peace, long
suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, self-control, edifica
tion, sanctification, glorification or even salvation. 

The startling and tragic truth is that some children of restora
tion are buying into the "new" (Eccl. 1 :9) religion. Early in the last 
century a university professor spoke about a new conception of 
knowledge that was to replace the traditional notions ... and make 
the university the place of unbiased research and the source of a 
new revelation. The new way could only be seen by eyes opened 
by a new courage. Said Martin Heidegger in 1933, summing up 
his argument: 

The new courage must be conditioned into steadfastness, for the 
struggle for the educational strongholds of the leaders will take 
long. It will be fought with the energies of the new state which 
the people's chancellor Adolf Hitler will bring to reality. 

Every generation brings conflict between tradition and innova
tion. It is an epiphany celebrated and enshrined by Samuel 
Langhqrne Clemens who commented that, having left home as a 
teenager because the "old man" was so ignorant he could hardly 
stand him, upon his return some months later was astonished at 
much his father had learned. · 

The raging storm for something "new" will eventually subside 
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into calm when the agitators for the "new hermeneu
tic" (new religion, new morality, new spirituality, ad 
nauseam) evolve from lost to saved and from blind
ness to sight - if they ever do. 

We continue to stand with an ancient prophet 
who sternly warned against moving landmarks, and 
called for old paths. 

Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 
way; and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls: but they said, We will not walk 
therein. And I set watchmen over you, saying, 
Hearken to the sound of the trumpet; but they 
said, We will not hearken. Therefore hear, ye na
tions, and know, 0 congregation, what is among 
them. Hear, 0 earth: behold, I will bring evil 
upon this people, even the fruit of their 
thoughts, because they have not hearkened unto 
my words; and as for my law, they have rejected 
it ijer. 6:16-19). 

You cannot improve on perfection. In the begin
ningJehovah placed eternity in the heart of his human 
creature - and no subsequent generation can make 
better what God has done. The beacon of morality 
written as a law in the spirit (mind) of man (Rom. 
7:22-23) still shines and to ignore it is to be wretched. 

The law God gave to Israel at Sinai was to be 
faithfully kept, and loyally guarded. To depart from 
it for something refreshing and new was to pull 
down upon their heads disaster and loss. 

Set your heart unto all the words which I testify 
unto you this day, which ye shall command your 
children to observe to do, even all the words of 
this law (Deut. 32:46). 

Moses had earlier warned the people about the 
unspeakable folly of forsaking perfection to jump on 
a passing bandwagon of exhilarating, electrifying, 
sensational idolatry. Here is his warning: 

4 

For I will proclaim the name of Jehovah: As
cribe ye greatness unto our God. 

The Rock, his work is perfect; For all his ways 
are justice: A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, Just and right is he. 

They have dealt corruptly with him, they are 
not his children, it is their blemish; They are a 
perverse and crooked generation. 

Do ye thus requite Jehovah, 0 foolish people 
and unwise? Is not he thy father that hath bought 
thee? He hath made thee, and established thee. 

Remember the days of old, Consider the years 
of many generations: Ask thy father, and he will 
show thee; Thine elders, and they will tell thee 
(Deut. 32:3-7). 

And he Uehovah] said, I will hide my face 
from them, I will see what their end shall be: For 
they are a very perverse generation, Children in 
whom is no faithfulness. 
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They have moved me to jealousy with that 
which is not God; They have provoked me to 
anger with their vanities: And I will move them 
to jealousy with those that are not a people; I 
will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation 
(Deut. 32:20-21). 

For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, And of 
the fields of Gomorrah: Their grapes are grapes 
of gall, Their clusters are bitter (Deut. 32:32). 

The Law of jehovah is perfect, restoring the 
soul (Ps. 19:7). 

But God found fault with "them" (the people 
who did not keep his perfect law) and made a new 
covenant (Heb. 8:8). Note: the law was perfect, but 
did not provide for the absolute forgiveness of all 
sin; when the people sinned, there was no remedy. 
Jehovah fixed that by sending his Son to bring in a 
covenant with better promises. 

"For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And 
their sins will I remember no more. In that he saith, 
A new covenant he hath made the first old. But that 
which is becoming old and waxeth aged is nigh unto 
vanishing away" (Heb. 8:12-13). 

We are under a new covenant - one that is the 
ultimate and therefore can only be changed at the 
awful price of eternal destruction (Gal. 1:7-9). H we 
obey not the gospel as given in the first century of 
this last age, we shall be without hope (2 Thess. 1:7-
8). 

If someone comes along today offering a new ex
citement- a new thrill- a new understanding, but 
that is a departure from the gospel of Christ, then, I 
say unto you, fear him, yea, fear him. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FLORIDA 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

1807 South Florida Avenue • Lakeland Florida 33803 
(BOO) 320-9780 • www.fsop.net • fsop@gte.net 

-Training Preachers Since 1969-

m Well-balanced program 
IB Qualified faculty 
IB Two-year, college-level program 

(100 semester hours minimum) 
m Classes for wives of students 
IB No tuition is charged 
IB Limited financial assistance for qualified students 
B Approved for V.A. benefits 

Contact us today for information, registration, 
lectureship books, and study materials. 

-
11DO You Understand the Grace of God?"-

29111 Annual Lectureship • January 19-22, 2004 

Fp 



Leroy Brownlow 
(continued from page 1) 

ing was packed with old friends and acquaintances 
that had an interest in the welfare of the young gospel 
preacher. 

After one year of college work, he taught in Texas 
public schools at Callisburg for two years and 
preached regularly on weekends for the Callisburg 
church. Throughout his years at Abilene Christian 
College he preached regularly each weekend and held 
meetings in the summer. During his sophomore year 
he preached regularly at Albany, Texas, and Putnam, 
Texas. In his junior and senior years he preached full . 
time in Rochester, Texas. He was eighteen years of age 
when he held his first gospel meeting in Bartonsville, 
Texas, which lasted ten days. Years later Leroy remi
nisced and stated that the meeting could not have 
lasted longer or the sermons would have run out. 
Fourteen were baptized and two restored. There were 
also 14 baptisms in his second meeting and 15 in the 
third meeting. The year he was 20 he preached 65 
consecutive days in open-air meetings that resulted in 
66 baptisms. Outdoor audiences were amazed as 
nightly the boy preacher defied flying bugs and de
nominational hecklers to preach simple truths. 

Leroy worked and paid all his college expenses, 
and this was in the midst of the Great Depression. 
He left Abilene Christian College as an honor gradu
ate, with a new car paid for and a substantial bank 
account. 

On Nov. 22, 1937 Leroy married Miss Ferne 
Amran of Norman, Okla. She was also a student at 
Abilene Christian College having attended for one 
year. Later she received a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
from the University of Oklahonia. She died in 1994 in 
Fort Worth. 

Leroy's interest and ability in business was ap
parent, as he was successful through the years in 
various secular pursuits including finance, invest
ments, real estate, oil, and publishing. Leroy never 
preached for a paycheck; he preached because of 
conviction. Preaching the gospel always occupied 
first place in his life. As a result, he never made any 
money preaching, but God blessed his businesses to 
more than make up for the low salaries from the 
brethren. His endeavors, both spiritual and secular, 
were always crowned with success. 

Upon graduation from Abilene Christian College 
in 19 3 7, Leroy began the pivotal period that would 
produce his book, Why I Am a Member of the Church 
of Christ. He not only preached full time in local 
church work but also held many meetings in the sum
mer. During the summer of 1941, Leroy held meet
ings all over Alabama with Marion Davis, of Fayette, 
Ala., as his song leader. Marion was greatly impressed 
at Leroy's power and conviction and encouraged him 
to write a book on the subject. During 1941-4 2, Leroy 
wrote most of Why I Am a Member of the Church of 
Christ while he preached in Ennis, Texas. 

After moving to the Polytechnic congregation in 
Fort Worth in 1943, he began searching for a pub
lisher. The Gospel Advocate Company, in Nashville, 
Tenn., offered him a modest sum for the copyright, 
but he decided he would personally publish the 
book. In 1945, 2000 copies of the book were 
printed. They sold out in a few months, and more 
were printed. Since then, more than one million cop
ies have been sold worldwide. He was a writer of un
usual ability and eventually wrote over 30 books. 
Leroy's interest in writing and self-publishing books 
eventually became Brownlow Publishing Company, 
which he started with his son, Paul, in 1974. 

In addition to being an accomplished and original 
writer Leroy, as a gospel preacher, shares a place in the 
church attained by only a few. He preached in some of 
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the greatest and most fruitful gospel meetings includ
ing the cooperative meeting of 2 7 congregations in 
Tulsa, Okla., which marked the opening of the Tulsa 
Civic Center and averaged 8,500 in attendance per 
night. There were 190 responses, including 83 bap
tisms. L.O. Sanderson directed the singing. 

In San Angelo, Texas the Fair Grounds Center 
was fi lled to over flo wing as Leroy preached the 
unsearchable riches of Christ in a very forceful man
ner. The meeting was reported to be the largest reli
gious gathering in the history of the city. 

At the 5 th and Highland church in Abilene, dur
ing the time E.R. H arper was the preacher, Leroy 
conducted a great gospel meeting in which there 
were a record number of conversions. Some indi
viduals who were at Highland at that time still recall 
the meeting with Leroy in sincere and genuine ex
pressions of appreciation. 

During the Freed-Hardeman University Lectures 
in February 1991, Leroy electrified the audience of 
3,000 with a great message on "Preservation of the 
Faith." He began the lecture with the statement, 
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"The church)s facing the greatest danger I've seen in 
my lifetime." His concern was what was happening 
within the church .. . not from dangers from without. 

Furthermore, he had a clear insight into all of the 
troubling problems of the brotherhood and could 
analyze w ith great accuracy those problems that 
troubled brethren and divided churches. Leroy was 
very disturbed by what was, and is, taking place in 
the church. 

He had a complete and thorough knowledge of 
the Bible, and a deep appreciation and reverence for 
the truth of God. 

This presentation would be incomplete if we 
omitted relating the phenomenal ministry of Leroy 
Brownlow and the amazing record that he estab
lished in local church work at the Polytechnic church 
in Fort Worth during the 22 years he preached there. 
Here was developed a conservative yet dynamic and 
aggressive church. The accomplishments stagger the 
imagination and represent a challenge to our concept 
of local church work. 

The Polytechnic church had not always grown! 
In fact, prior to Brownlow's going there in 1943, it 
had increased only eleven members in ten years. The 
mighty works performed by the Polytechnic church 
were not due to their location. The building was on a 
dead-end street in a neighborhood that was not very 
attractive or affluent. 

The aggressiveness of the Polytechnic church was 
not due to a large staff. There was only one preacher, 
one secretary and one custodian. In addi tion to do
ing the pulpit work, Leroy Brownlow was the chair
man of the Sunday morning Bible classes and most of 
the time conducted the youth training programs, ed
ited the church paper, directed the personal work 
and personally did much house to house, one-on-one 
teaching. 

What led to this phenomenal growth? At the re
quest of the elders, Brownlow preached in 40 per
cent of all the meetings, which averaged one every 
year. None lasted less than eight days; most of them 
went 15. As a result, the meetings in w hich he 
preached averaged 39 additions to the congregation 
per meeting .. . most of them baptisms. 

Under the direction of Leroy Brownlow, the 
Polytechnic church developed a highly successful 
youth program. Many of them became preachers, in
cluding Andrew Connally, Doyle Gilliam, Bob 
Gilliam, Edwin Bills, Webb Fry, H au n Kite, Randy 
Mcintosh, Richard Clark, and Paul Brownlow. At 
one time five, who grew up at Polytechnic under the 



preaching of Leroy Brownlow, were serving as mis
sionaries in Africa. It is evident their youth program 
worked and was very effective. 

Concerning the Bible school, it was very effective 
in converting people, developing Christians and in 
molding a great church. Leroy believed that the 
courses should make the students strong and active 
members of the church, lovers of truth, and should 
prepare them to meet the issues of life. Accordingly, 
he never let the students get through high school 
without having the six-months study of Why I Am a 
Member of the Church of Christ and the six months 
study of Some Do,s and Don,t's for the Christian. No 
wonder so many became preachers and effective 
workers. Brownlow taught the auditorium class for 
several years, which had an attendance that ran from 
300 to 400. He believed many non-members would 
attend a big class in an auditorium who would not 
attend a small class in a little room, because many 
feared being embarrassed or getting involved in an 
uncomfortable discussion. This class was the means 
of reaching many of the lost. 

And what about the mission work? With Leroy's 
encouragement the Polytechnic church supported, 
without help from others, several preachers in vari
ous mission fields, supporting each missionary near
ly as much as they did their own local preacher. 
Also, they built or bought church buildings in those 
areas. Some were in large cities like Minneapolis, 
St. Paul, and Milwaukee. Their missionaries, Harvey 
Childress and Guy Southern, pioneered the work in 
Minnesota. 

The Polytechnic church, on a dead-end street, 
with a minimum staff became at one time the third 
largest church of Christ in the nation, and perhaps 
could have become the largest if it had chosen to do 
so rather than establish other congregations in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. Polytechnic gave 200 
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members, two elders, 16 teachers and assistant 
teachers to start the Meadowbrook congregation. 
The remarkable thing is the very next year under the 
preaching of Leroy Brownlow, Polytechnic had a 
higher average attendance than the year before! 
They gave 200 members to start Eastland Street. 
They helped to start Vickery Boulevard all over 
again after the former group moved to Mitchell Bou
levard. They assisted in establishing Flamingo Road 
and Linwood congregations. Also, they bought and 
paid for the prime location and set aside $160,000 to 
start the Brentwood church, now Bridgewood. 

Here was a congregation that was free of the self
ish, competitive spirit, but rather was interested in 
the growth of all congregations and in the Lord's 
work everywhere. This is further evident in that 
Polytechnic took the lead in running the directory ad 
in the Fort Worth Star Telegram that included all the 
congregations, whether they contributed monetarily 
or not. Leroy believed it wise to advertise our 
strength and numbers. Furthermore, it was a gesture 
of helpfulness to give the smallest churches as much 
publicity as the largest ones. Consequently, Polytech
nic withdrew its own weekly, private ad. Their un
selfishness and strong commitment to help all con
gregations was truly a great Christian example. 

Leroy and the Polytechnic elders led the church 
to be forceful in the defense of the gospel. When Dr. 
J. Frank Norris, pastor of the First Baptist Church in 
Fort Worth, which had the largest Sunday School in 
the world, began to broadcast daily on radio a chal
lenge for the churches of Christ to send forth a man 
to meet him in debate, it was Leroy Brownlow and 
the Polytechnic church that took the lead in accept
ing his challenge and in silencing him on the matter. 
They chose Foy E. Wallace, Jr. to meet him, and Dr. 
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Norris refused to meet Wallace ... he backed down 
(Perhaps Norris recalled the defeat he suffered in the 
Wallace-Norris debate in 1934). Nobody questioned 
the soundness of this church or their preacher. When 
the anti-cooperation movement came into the Fort 
Worth area, Brownlow and the Polytechnic church 
stood firmly on the ground we had occupied for 
years which was cooperation. Most of the preachers, 
at first, were influenced by it. 

Under the leadership of Leroy Brownlow the 
Polytechnic church was very aggressive and set the 
good example and pattern in many areas. 

For instance: 
• It was the first church in the area to have off

street parking. 
• The first church west of the Mississippi River 

to have a mail-out bulletin or paper. 
• The first church in the Fort Worth area to have 

a full-time secretary. 
• The first church of Christ in the world to be on 

television. 
• So far as I know, the first church to have bus

ing. In 1944 they rented a bus with its driver from 
the Fort Worth Transit System and ran it for about 
six weeks and gave it up because the people did not 
want to ride it. They were ahead of the times. 
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• It was the first church to have air-conditioning. 
Brownlow stated that some of the preachers really 
nailed his hide to the barn door on this one saying it 
~as a waste of money. But he took the position that 
if you could heat the air to make it comfortable, you 
could also cool it to make it comfortable. Later the 
critics accepted his logic. 

• It was the first church west of the Mississippi 
River to have the same preacher for as long as 22 
years. 

The Polytechnic Church of Christ, during the 
ministry of Leroy Brownlow, was conservative ... yet 
dynamic and aggressive. The good positive influence 
of Leroy Brownlow and the Polytechnic church will 
live on for generations yet to come. 

As churches of Christ are now in the new cen
tury, the need to renew the spirit and plea of the Res
toration is crucial. And in this day of many uncertain 
sounds, Leroy Brownlow was and is one of. those 
clear voices pointing the way and helping us get back 
to the basics of seeking and saving the lost. Leroy 
Brownlow deserves the gratitude of the brotherhood 
of the saved. 
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There Is No Peace 
Where the 11Prince of Peace" Was Born and Lived 

By Raymond Elliott 

I saiah prophesied, "For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the government shall be 
upon his shoulders: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa
ther, Prince of Peace'' (9:6). The Bible informs us that 
Jesus, the "Prince of Peace," was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea (Matt. 2:1). When he was born, the angel and a 
multitude of the heavenly host praised God by saying, 
"Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace 
among men in whom he is well pleased" (Luke 2:14, 
ASV). However, we know that practically all the news 
we are receiving from that part of the world where the 
Lord was born is wholly negative because it centers on 
the carnal warfare being waged between the Israeli 
and the Palestinians. On one occasion, some of the 
Palestinians were holed up in the Church of the Nativ
ity, a sight were it is claimed that Jesus was born. 

How is it that God sent forth his Son, Jesus Christ, 
the Prince of Peace and such discord and killings are 
taking place right in the area where he was born of the 
virgin Mary? Did not the heavenly host praise God 
and speak of peace among men? I believe the key re
garding peace is found in the expression as translated 
in the American Standard Version, "in whom he is well 
pleased." In other words, true peace is only to be ex
perienced and enjoyed by those who are pleasing to 
God. And, those who are pleasing to God are men and 
women who accept Jesus Christ as being the Son of 
God and in their love for him obey his commands. 
Jesus stated, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: 
no one cometh. unto the Father, but by me" 0 ohn 
14:6). It is sad to note that neither of the participants 
in the war in the Middle East Uews and Muslims] be
lieves that Jesus is the Son of God. They only elevate 
him to be a good man and a prophet. It is in the king
dom (church) of the Lord that people will "beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more" (lsa. 2:4). 

Paul teaches us in Ephesians 2:13-18 that peace 
can be found in Christ and in his body which is the 
church. Man alone will not insure worldwide peace 
because of greed, hatred and lust for power that fill 

the heart. The more people who obey the gospel of 
Christ, the less likely there will be carnal warfare 
among men and nations. Without Jesus, the Prince of 
Peace, there cannot be true peace among men. 

It is common for man to think that peace is only to 
be found when there is the absence of carnal warfare; 
however, the peace that Jesus often spoke about and 
promised to his disciples is found in him, the Prince of 
Peace. Jesus spoke these encouraging words to a 
group of discouraged disciples as recorded in John 
14:27: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful." This is 
"the peace of God, which passeth all understanding" 
(Phil. 4:4-7). Paul knew this peace in his heart, and it 
gave much comfort to his spirit when he faced physi
cal death for his faith in Jesus Christ and in God the 
Father. He knew that "the Lord, the righteous judge" 
would give to him "the crown of righteousness" "at 
that day." Paul was not afraid of men who were able to 
"kill the body" (Matt. 10:28). The circumstances and 
physical surroundings in which we find ourselves do 
not insure that we have peace in our hearts. Only the 
Prince of Peace can bring comfort and consolation to 
the troubled soul. Without the Christ, mankind will 
continue to experience warfare within and without. In 
the beautiful hymn, Prince of Peace! Control My Will, 
it is clearly taught that in order to enjoy the peace of 
God in our hearts, we must submit our wills to his will 
and permit his word to control our lives. 

Prince of peace! Control my will, Bid this struggling 
heart be still; 

Bid my fears and doubtings cease, Hush my spirit into 
peace. 

May Thy will, not mine, be done; May Thy will and 
mine be one; 

Peace I ask, but peace must be, Lord, in being one 
with Thee. 

Savior, at Thy feet I fall; Thou my Life, my God, my 
All; 

Let Thy happy servant be One for evermore with 
Thee. 

210 Golson Rd. 
Fort Deposit, AL 36032 
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(We continue our reprint of Brother McCord's booklet, The Royal Route of Revelation.) 

1'To Him Willi Give'' 
By Hugo McCord 

God is a rewarder of them who diligently seek 
him (Heb. 11 :6). Jesus held out the prom
ises of rewards as enticements to suffering 

Christians: "behold .•. my reward is with me" 
(22: 12). To them in the seven churches of Asia who 
overcame temptations and trials Jesus in a pictorial 
manner announced seven rewards. 

The Ephesians were promised that they might eat 
of the tree of life in Paradise (2:7). Originally the 
tree of life was made to grow in the garden of Eden 
(Gen. 2:9). The tree was actual and visible, towards 
which a hand (Gen. 3:22) might be extended to 
grasp fruit, fruit which could be eaten, and which 

Books by Hugo McCord 

From Heaven or From Men? 
The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
and scholarly 13-chapter study of evidences, this book is 
appropriate for private or class study. Questions at the end of 
every chapter. (pb) 57 pgs. 

BKBZOl .......................................................................... $4.00 

Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significant. 
Brother McCord spotlights 35 Old Testament descriptions of 
deity. Concentrating on God's own selection of names allows 
the richness of those names to be meaningful. To see those 
names, as precious jewels in a showcase, is to deepen one's 
appreciation of deity, serving to make one a better person. (pb) 
58 pgs. 

BKBZ03 .......................................................................... $3.95 

The Disciples' Prayer 
Brother McCord's indepth study of the prayer misnamed "The 
Lord's Prayer" by many. "Jesus, when he gave the sample for a 
prayer was inveighing against vain repetitions. But that very 
example has become the most vainly uttered of any prayer 
before or since." Does the Heavenly Father hear that prayer 
today? Study brother McCord's discussion of each phrase and 
you will know. You will also learn of the petitions in the prayer 
"which are timeless and forever prayable." (hb) 89 pgs. 

BKBZ02 .......................................................................... $4.95 
$2.75 s&h • add .SO postageforeach additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon. TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 

10 July 2003 
l?irm Foundation 

would miraculously keep one alive. This is more 
than manna could do Uohn 6:49). Since nothing 
physical enters heaven (1 Cor. 15 :50), Jesus' promise 
of the tree of life in heaven must be a picture of the 
spiritual reality of life everlasting. Pictorially, the tree 
in heaven bears twelve crops annually (Rev. 22:1-3). 

Jesus said the tree would be in God's Paradise. 
This word, like the tree of life, carries back to Genesis 
and the garden of Eden. The word "paradise" means 
a park, a place of pleasure. It is the word employed in 
the Septuagint Greek translation of Gen. 2:8 in de
scribing the garden of Eden: paradeisos. That the 
translators used the best possible word is borne out by 
Jesus' using the same word in describing heaven (Rev. 
2:7). It follows then that the word "paradise" bibli
cally is used to refer to the physical garden of Eden 
which was in ancient Persia (modern day Iraq), and to 
heaven as a place of pleasure. Also biblically the word 
refers to the intermediate state where the righteous 
await the resurrection. (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4). 
The notion that Paradise has now been transferred to 
heaven is not a Bible doctrine, and leaves unanswered 
the question of where the righteous dead are now, 
since they have not gone to heaven Qohn 14:1-3; 1 
Thess. 4:14-18; 2 Tim. 4:8; 1 Pet. 1:3-5). 

Life and Death 
The word life associated with the tree in the promise 
to the Ephesians overcomers appears also in Jesus' 
promise to the conquering ones of Smyrna. But to the 
Smyrna Christians the picture is changed from a tree 
to a crown: "I will give to you the crown of life" 
(2:10). The word which Jesus employed, a crown, a 
wreath, a stephanos, was used by the Greeks to depict 
the winner's prize in the public games. Though it was 
made of leaves (wild thyme at the Olympic games, 
laurel at the Pythian games, parsley at the Nemean, ivy 
at the Isthmian), an athlete trained hard and struggled 
mightily to have a stephanos placed on his head. And 
so Christians will rejoice when figuratively the referee 
of the Christian race places a wreath of everlasting life 
on their heads. "There is laid up for me," said Paul, 
"the stephanos of righteousness, which the Lord, the 



righteous judge, will bestow on me in that day, and not 
to me alone but also to all those who love his manifes
tation" (2 Tim. 4: 8). 

Jesus not only promised life to the overcomers at 
Smyrna, but also encouraged them by the thought that 
they would be free of the dread of the second death. 
Death and life are opposites, and their having life 
would preclude their having death. However, the 
phrase "second death" is a technical one referring to 
eternal torment (Rev. 14:10). Christians, like every
body else, must die the first death, a physical one 
(Heb. 9:27; 1 Cor. 15 :22), but they do not have to die 
the second death, a spiritual one. Hell is so terrible it 
is called death, though actually the souls in it are still 
alive (Rev. 14:10-11; 20:15). The second death bibli
cally is not extinction, not a Buddhistic Nirvana. 

The ones overcoming sin and persecution at 
Pergamum would receive manna and a white stone 
with a name inscribed. Just as, for the people of 
Ephesus, Jesus carried the illustration of fruit from 
the garden of Eden over into heaven, so, for the 
saints at Pergamum, Jesus carried the illustration of 
desert manna over into heaven. Physical manna, tast
ing like wafers made with honey (Ex. 16:31), was a 
life sustainer to Israel for 40 years (Dent. 8:2-3), but 
it could not give to the Israelites eternal life U ohn 
8:49). However, as it was life-sustaining for the 
desert trip, so its parallel in heaven, spiritual manna, 
will sustain God's people on and on. As a white 
stone· was a sign in a Greek trial of acquittal and in
nocence, so Jesus was illustrating the complete justi
fication of sinners in heaven according to the divine 
plan of the ages. A name inscribed known only to the 
receiver certainly indicates something special be
tween each Christian and his Lord. Is it worth dedi
cated work? 

A Rod and a Star 

The conquering Thyatira Christians were promised 
authority over the nations and the morning star. Au
thority exercised in relation to an iron rod's breaking 
potters' vessels," to pieces (2:27) is the same author
ity Christ will exert on the day of his wrath (Ps. 2:7; 
Rev. 8:17; 12:5; 19:15). Thus Christians will not 
suffer punishment that day, but they will stand with 
him who will be compelled to dispense wrath. If we 
suffer with him, we shall also reign with him (2 Tim. 
2: 12). The morning star is Venus (also called Lucifer 
[cf. Isa. 14:12] and Phosphorus [2 Pet. 1:9] ); it is 
slightly smaller than the earth, being 7, 700 miles in 
diameter. If the gift of the morning star is literal, 

only one Christian would receive it, and it is prob
lematical what he could do with it. But figuratively 
all Christians can receive what the morning star 
means to an all-night traveler looking for the coming 
day: bright anticipation and increased good cheer 
with the shining omen of a new day. Thus the over
coming Thyatira saints were lifted up by the thought 
of reigning with Christ and of enjoying the prospect 
of a new day always coming. 

The few righteous at Sardis would he remem
bered, said Jesus, with white robes and with their 
names inscribed in life's book and with their names 
publicly confessed to the Father. White robes were 
symbolic of those who, after having been washed in 
the Lamb's blood (7: 14 ), had been faithful even to 
martyrdom (6:9-11). Literally to think of a book of 
life is nonsensical: God's memory is not bad. But the 
illustration is of a rich man's entertaining in his pal
ace, and no guest would be admitted unless his name 
was written on the list kept by the butler at the door. 
Although I was carrying a written invitation from 
Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt for a White House visit in 
1937, I was kept waiting outside until the butler had 
checked the list to see if my name was written there. 
If a Sardis church member became weary in well do
ing, and fell away from the Lord, he would find his 
name blotted out of the ones expected in heaven (cf. 
Ex. 32:32). But if he kept on being faithful, not only 
would his name remain unblotted in the most impor
tant book in the universe, but with joy Jesus would 
pronounce his name in the heavenly assembly before 
the Father and the hosts of angels. 

Pillars of the Temple 

The Lord's saved ones from Philadelphia were prom
ised that each would become a temple pillar, unmov
able, and ornately decorated with multiple names: of 
God, of Christ, and of the new Jerusalem. Literally the 
new city has no temple (21 :22), but figuratively 
a saved person will mean to heaven what a strong and 
beautiful pillar does for an earthly building. 
According to the blueprint given by the Lord in writ
ing (1 Chron. 28:11, 19), Solomon placed two 
gigantic bronze pillars, 2 7 feet tall and 18 feet around, 
made of hollow bronze walls four inches thick, or
nately decorated with wreathen work and pomegran
ates, to hold up the porch of the temple (1 Kings 13 f; 
Jer. 52:21 f). (Incidentally, Solomon's smelter, where 
iron and copper were fused to make bronze at Ezion
Geber, has been excavated). The pillar on the right 
Solomon called "Jachin," meaning "He shall estab-
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lish," while the one on the left he named "Boaz," 
meaning "In it is strength." It is sad that sin forced 
God to allow Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan king, to de
molish the costly and meaningful temple. Jachin, de
spite its name, was disestablished; and Boaz lost its 
strength. These pillars Nebuchadnezzar broke in 
pieces and transported the bronze all the way to Baby
lon. 

Christian people at Philadelphia and everywhere, 
who keep themselves from sin, will someday be pil
lars in heaven's figurative temple (cf. pillars in the 
Jerusalem church, James and Cephas and John, Gal. 
2:9). Each will occupy an important place, and each 
will be attractive to behold. Unlike Jachin and Boaz, 
taken to Babylon, Christian pillars "shall go out 
thence no more" (3:12); instead, they will be perma
nent supports of an eternal temple. As Solomon's pil
lars had names inscribed, so living pillars in heaven's 
temple will be beautified with heaven's name, with 
God's name, and with Jesus' new name. Worth
while? 

A Seat of the Throne 
The Laodicean Christians being faithful were prom
ised a seat with Jesus on his throne. Speculators have 
urged that Jesus is now only on his Father's throne, 
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and will not sit on his own throne until his next com
ing. Such an idea misconstrues the Bible teaching. 
When Jesus went to heaven he sat on his own throne 
(Luke 22:28-29; Col. 1:13; Heb. 1:8), but that 
throne is also called the Fathers throne (Rev. 3 :21; 
22:1). By way of parallel, Solomon sat upon the 
throne of David (1 Kings 2: 12), which was the 
throne of Jehovah (1 Chron. 29:23). A doctrine then 
that depends on making David's throne one thing 
and Jehovah's another, or Jesus' throne one thing 
and the Father's another, must be faulty. What Jesus 
was promising Christians apparently was simply this: 
I overcame and the Father has crowned me; you 
overcome and I will crown you. Technically, after 
judgment day, Jesus will return the kingdom to God 
the Father (1 Cor. 15 :2428), but really they both will 
reign together after that (Heb. 1:8), and they will be 
joined by all the redeemed in a joint reign forever 
and ever (Rev. 22:4 ). 

The rewards so pictured in various ways to all 
those who overcome should stir hearts in bright an
ticipation at the glories to be revealed: exemption 
from the second death; life eternal, illustrated by a 
trees fruit and by the desert's manna; a white stone 
of acquittal from all guilt, with a personal name in
scribed; permission to be a co-ruler with Christ; the 
bright hope of a morning star; white garments of pu
rity and honor; names inscribed in a book of those 
who live forever and their names proclaimed before 
heaven's audience; and beautified supportive pillars 
of heaven's temple! 
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Assimilation or Illumination? 
By Jesse Fonville 

H ave you heard of the "Illumination Theory"? 
It is an old theory, based upon the false no
tion that people are born so depraved that 

they have to be "illuminated" directly by the Holy 
Spirit in order to understand the scriptures. Unfortu
nately, this doctrine, popular among many denomina
tions, is making its way into the church of Christ. 

In an excellent article in the Christian Courier, 
May 1, 2003, Wayne Jackson reviewed the theory of 
"Illumination." I would like to take it a step further 
and propose that there is a conditional process 
taught in the scriptures that affects a proper under
standing of the Word of God, but it is not by direct 
illumination of the Holy Spirit upon the heart and 
mind of the student. 

Bear in mind that God has given us the "perfect" 
guide which contains the same message for every
one! There is not one interpretation for you and an
other for me. If we understand it at all, we under
stand it alike. We differ, however, in our levels of 
understanding; but how is that corrected? Obvi
ously, the responsibility is upon us, not upon the 
Holy Spirit. To correct the deficiencies, we must 
study, meditate, pray, apply the word, and teach it. 
Thus, to achieve the highest levels of understanding 
requires time, growth, and application on our part. 
In other words, it is a matter of "assimilation" of the 
nutrients of the "seed," soil, and sun into our spiri
tual bodies. And this does not happen without time, 
effort, and prayer. 

You remember the story of the six blind men who 
each touched a part of an elephant and then tried 
to describe what they touched (a tree trunk, a wall, 
a broom, etc.). It was not "illumination" that they 
needed; it was simply a closer look at the whole 
elephant. The same is true of us today in understand
ing the scriptures. 

We know that the "natural man" (and the carnal 
man) cannot know and understand the "spiritual" 
things (1 Cor. 2:14- 3:1-3). Do they need direct illu
mination? No, they need to overcome their carnal 
nature and take on the spiritual nature. They need to 
internalize the "meat" of the Word. They need to be 
"transformed by the renewing of [their] mind., They 

need to develop the mind of Christ. (2 Peter 1 :4; 
John 6:54-58; Rom. 12:1-2). 

When Paul says that "no man can say that jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit'' (1 Cor. 12:3 ), he is 
not saying, as some do, that man needs the direct il
lumination of the Holy Spirit before he can call Jesus 
Lord. If I understand correctly, Paul is saying here 
that it is only "in the Holy Spirit" that one can truth
fully and correctly say that Jesus is his Lord. It is only 
as one has entered into, and is being led by the Spirit, 
that he or she can experientially refer to Jesus as 
Lord and Master (Rom. 8: 5-17; Luke 6:46). 

There is an old saying that "you are (or become) 
what you eat." This is certainly true in the spiritual 
sense also. As one feeds on the word, that one begins 
to take on the nature, and life, of the One who is 
called the Word. As one begins to grow in faith and 
knowledge, there is a concomitant, or attendant 
growth in maturity and the ability to understand 
deeper truths! Additionally, the faithful Christian can 
pray to God for wisdom that comes from above 
Uames 1). But God expects us to put out limbs, 
leaves, and roots to assimilate the life-giving food 
that he has provided. He has illuminated his Word
it is up to us to assimilate it and then become the 
light of the world. 2946 Avondale Rd. 
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lslalll's False View of the Godhead 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n his excellent book, Answering Islam: The Cres
cent In The Light of the Cross, Dr. Norman 
Geisler, a first-rate apologist of evangelical prin

ciples, states that Islam has grown with rapidity to 
become the second largest religion in the world. 

Their membership is comprised of some one bil
lion Muslims - nearly one in every five persons on 
earth. There are now up to five million Muslims in 
the United States with over 1,100 mosques or Is
lamic centers of worship. 

In this country there are presently more Muslims 
than Methodists. And not a one of them believes that 
the Bible is God's final revelation to man or that 
Jesus is God's Son who made a sacrifice for our sin 
on the cross of Calvary. 

It is not possible to evaluate another religious 
viewpoint without first understanding what they be
lieve and teach. 

I have participated in two public debates with the 
Muslims and never have I encountered a more zealous 
people in regard for their religion. They are aggres
sive. 

It's time God's people stand up with a united front 
by exposing and refuting Islam for the godless doc
trine it is. The Psalmist said, "I hate every false way." 
We must cultivate the same disposition for the error of 
Islam. 

Biblical View of the Godhead 

The Bible teaches there are three separate and dis
tinct persons in the Godhead, namely, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. The point of doctrinal dif
ference now considered between the Bible and the 
Islamic view of the Trinity is the number of members 
that comprise the Godhead. The Bible teaches that 
God (or the Godhead meaning deity, divinity, or di
vine nature as used in Acts 17:29; Romans 1:20; and 
Colossians 2:9) is composed of three distinct per
sons, each of whom possesses the nature or quality 
which identifies one as God. 

These three distinct personalities who share this 
one divine nature are characterized in the New Tes
tament as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

It should be clearly understood I am not saying 

14 ~j~ Found~~~! 

the Bible teaches there are three Gods. I do not be
lieve in three Gods. The Bible teaches there is but 
one God, and only one God. But I am just as firm in 
my convictions that this one God or divine nature is 
equally shared by three distinct and s~parate mem
bers of the Godhead. 

All three, the Father, the Son, a:nd the Holy 
Spirit, are referred to as God in the Bible. The word 
God is a name of the divine nature, essence, or qual
ity of being (as opposed, for example, to the angelic 
or human natures). 

When the Bible says, therefore, that there is but 
one God the meaning is that there is but one divine 
nature. And since there is but one divine nature, it 
follows there is but one God. The Bible reveals that 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit each possess 
the quality or nature of deity. Thus, each is God. 

(1) The Father is called God. In John 6:27 Jesus 
referred to the Father as "God the Father." The 
apostle Peter likewise refers to the Father as "God 
the Father" in 2 Peter 1:17. (2) The Son is also called 
God. In Hebrews 1:8 the Father refers to Jesus as 
God: "But unto the Son he saith, thy throne, 0 God, 
is forever and ever." (3) The Holy Spirit is also called 
God. In Acts 5:3-4 Peter made it clear that Ananias 
had lied to God by lying to the Holy Spirit. All three 
are referred to as God (deity) because all three pos
sess the divine nature - the attributes or characteris-
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tics of deity. There is but one divine nature (God) but 
there are three persons possessing this unified set of 
infinite qualities. 

Biblical View of Christ's Deity 
As biblical doctrine the deity of Christ and the Trinity 
are inseparable. They stand or fall together. If one 
accepts the biblical teaching of the Godhead then he 
has already acknowledged the deity of Christ. Con
versely, if one accepts the deity of God's Son then one 
must appreciate the fact that there is more than one 
person within the Godhead. This is precisely why re
ligious groups such as Jehovah's Witnesses, United 
and Apostolic Pentecostals, and Muslims reject both 
the Godhead and the deity of Christ, since to accept 
either - to them- is a denial of the oneness of God. 

There are at least five persuasive lines of argu
mentation that demonstrate the deity of Christ. This 
proof rests upon: 

(1) The reliability of the New Testament docu
ments. There is more documentary evidence for the 
reliability and authenticity of the New Testament 
than for any other book from the ancient world. 

(2) That Jesus claimed for himself the essence of 
deity, coupled with the fact that Jesus is clearly called 
"God" a number of times by inspired writers Qohn 
1:1, 8:58; Titus 2:13}; 

(3) That Jesus forgave sins which only God can 
do (Mark 2:5); 

(4) That Jesus received worship which once more 
is a prerogative of deity and no one else (Matt. 8:2}; 
and 

(5) That Jesus' miracles corroborate his claims as 
to his identity Qohn 20:30-31). 

Islamic View of the Godhead 
In 1913 at Topeka, Kansas, there was supposedly an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in which recipients 
spoke in tongues and received a revelation pertaining 
to the Oneness doctrine of Pentecostal fame. Interest
ingly, if the Bible teaches that there is only one person 
within the Godhead, why would God need to make 
known a special revelation as late as the 20th century 
pertaining to this doctrine. The fact is the Bible does 
not teach such a notion. The fact that the Pentecostals 
point to this special revelation instead of the Bible as 
the basis of their doctrine is proof positive it is not 
from God. 

The Islamic claims are no different. The entire 
religion of Islam, including their ideas about the 
Godhead, is based upon supposed revelation to 

Muhammad hundreds of years after all the apostles 
had died. And it's as bogus as Pentecostalism. 

Islam confuses the biblical concept of the oneness 
of God with the revelation that there are three sepa
rate persons who share that one divine essence. The 
Bible teaches there is but one God, one divine nature 
or essence. But the Bible likewise teaches with equal 
force that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are 
co-equal and co-eternal as members of the Godhead. 
Muslims have difficulty in ha rmonizing one with 
three, or three in one. They will even tell us that the 
word "trinity" is not in the Bible implying then that 
neither is the concept. But the word trinity simply 
means three in one (tri-unity}. 

Allah or Muhammad is not mentioned in the Bible 
either! So if we apply their own reasoning neither 
Allah nor Muhammad should be accepted by faith . 
Thou that teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? 

Islamic View of Christ's Deity 
Ecclesiastical history testifies that around A.D. 200 a 
man by the name of Dionysius advanced the notion 
that Christ was a "creature" of God who did not ex
ist before "he was produced." Although he later re
jected this view, it was later taken up and defended 
by Arius in the fourth century. The allegation that 
Jesus was a created being of God, and therefore not 
deity incarnate, became known as Arianism. 

In modern times Charles T. Russell of Jehovah's 
Witness fame and his successor, J.F. Rutherford 
taught that Jesus was a created angelic being, identi
fied as Michael the archangel of Old Testament lit
erature. It was Solomon who said "there is nothing 
new under the sun." And so it is with the age old de
nials pertaining to Christ's deity. 

The Islamic denial of Christ's deity is no different 
than those who came before or after Muhammad, the 
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so-called founding prophet of Islam. It is skepticism 
and unbelief at its worst. 

Jesus said, "Except ye believe that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins." Skeptics have called into question 
the deity of Christ ever since our Lord made the claim 
to be the Son of God. 

The Islamic allegation is that Jesus was merely a 
human being, a prophet of God, superseded by 
Muhammad who was the last and greatest of the 
prophets. 

The Islamic religion equals unbelief and, there
fore, is nothing short of the faithless skepticism that 
has hardened the unbelieving hearts of generations 
gone by. It is a worthless plant to the human race and 
shall be rooted up by God at the judgment. 

Many Muslims erroneously understand the 
phrase "Son of God" to imply that Jesus was the off
spring of physical, sexual relations. Appeal is often 
made to the Koran at 19:35 which declares that "It is 
not befitting to (the majesty of God) that he should 
beget a son." This is a gross misunderstanding that 
somehow the conception of J esus was the resu lt of 
sexual relations between God and the virgin Mary. 
This, of course, is easily refuted by what the Bible ac
tually says about the miraculous conception of Jesus 
without any sexual relations (see Matt. 1: 18-24; Luke 
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1:26-35). Nor does the phrase "only begotten," as 
applied to the Son o f God, imply some supposed 
physical generation as Muslims allege . Rather, it 
points to the uniqueness of the Father's relationship 
to his one and only Son Uohn 3:16). 

Conclusion 
No ill will is intended toward those within the Is
lamic faith. It's just that they have accepted a false 
religion and are therefore in a lost condition. 

God's gospel truth, as revealed through his Son, 
is the only message that has power to save from sin 
(Rom. 1: 16). Truth and not error frees us from the 
bondage of sin Uo hn 8:31-32). Jesus said, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh to the 
Father except by me" Qohn 14:6). 

The Islamic religion will lead untold billions of 
Muslims to be lost in eternity. May God impress 
upon us as faithful Christians our duty to refute the 
wrong and uphold the right that our Muslim friends 
may have opportunity to embrace the blessed gospel 
of Jesus Christ and be saved from the horrid conse
quences of sin. God help us to be unashamed of the 
gospel! Route 2, Box 67 

Brown 
Trail 

Randlett, OK 73562 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

U nbounded grace has bounds and illimitable 
mercy has limits. This may sound like a con
tradiction in terms, but it is not. 

Change agents by the bale are laboring to pro
mote in the church of God the Calvinistic delusion 
that irresistible grace compels the salvation of the 
elect and guarantees the damnation of the reprobate. 

This doctrine is promoted on the basis that if one 
is predetermined to be saved, he cannot avoid his 
destiny; but if one is foreordained to reprobation no 
power in heaven or on earth can redeem him. 

The wise will wonder how such inanity got 
started in the first place. 

The lesson of reformation history is that the apos
tate church (Roman Catholic Church) had subscribed 
to the fallacy that man is saved by works alone, even 
teaching baptismal regeneration. The Catholic church 
has long held that babies are to be sprinkled with 
water, which they call baptism, for the remission of 
sins. The baby can neither believe nor repent nor con
fess the name of Jesus, and so, under this view, is re
generated by baptism alone - baptismal regenera
tion. It was also taught in the fallen church of Rome 
that redemption is a matter of so much salvation 
granted for so much works done. It got so bad that the 
papacy authorized the teaching of spiritual 
indulgencies, by which was meant that forgiveness 
could be earned by works of human righteousness. 
Example: sitting in a corner counting prayer beads 
and saying "Hail Mary" a hundred times will earn the 
forgiveness of some venial sin. Please note that no 
where in the Bible can this be found- it is a product 
of human invention and not a part of divine revela
tion. The practice became so corrupt in the Catholic 
Church that in an attempt to raise money to restore 
and redecorate a cathedral the pope in Roman sanc
tioned selling indulgences for money. Under this false 
teaching a sinner could purchase forgiveness just as he 
could buy groceries, or a house, or any other com
modity. Again, no justification for this teaching could 
be found in the new covenant brought into the world 
by the Son of God and sealed with his blood. 

Reformers in the 16th century rose up in protest 
to this unbiblical teaching. One of the most noted was 

Martin Luther who, in 1517, issued his 95 theses 
against papal indulgences and launched the Protestant 
Reformation. Reformers in Great Britain made a simi
lar objection and started the Anglican Reformation. 
Both reformations followed the teaching of Augustine 
of Hippo (354-430) and generated a new religious 
teaching that was to be organized, polished and popu
larized by John Calvin of Switzerland. His book, Insti
tutes of the Christian Religion, became the standard 
for Reformationism, commonly referred to as Calvin
ism. It continues to profoundly influence modern de
nominationalism. In the minds of sectarian professors 
and preachers, if one accepts Calvinism, he is ortho
dox, and if one does not accept Calvinism he is unor
thodox. Calvinism is not taught in sacred scriptures, 
and therefore, in the opinion of most theologians, 
what the Bible says about salvation and edification is 
unorthodox. The consequence of this is that Jesus' 
teaching "he that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved" is- of all things- unorthodox! 

The Reformers of the 16th century in reacting to 
and pulling away from the Catholic teaching of sal
vation by works only went to the opposite extreme 
and began to teach salvation by grace alone through 
faith only, and vehemently denied that works of obe
dience have anything at all to do with the saving 
mercy of God. 

This brings us to TULIP. In a recent issue of 
World magazine Joel Belz mentioned that he once re
ferred to TULIP and a woman reader asked, What is 
that about? Here is what Belz said: 

TULIP is the acronym for Total Depravity, Un
conditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irre
sistible Grace, and the Perseverance of the Saints. 
Man is totally incapable of doing anything to
ward his salvation; God's choosing of the saved 
is in no way conditioned upon our faith or good
ness; Christ's work of atonement was only for 
the elect; the grace of election cannot be resisted; 
and perseverance means once saved, always 
saved. Knox Seminary explains total depravity 
this way: 'T' in TULIP stands for 'total deprav
ity,' which means not that man is as bad as he 
could be, but that every aspect of man's being has 
been corrupted and tainted with sin. His mind, 
his understanding, his heart and affections, his 
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will and volition are all corrupted. From the top 
of his head to the soles of his feet ·he is one huge 
sore and corrupt. Therefore, he is incapable of 
doing anything good in the sight of God, or even 
understanding. Not only does he have total sin, 
he also has total inability to understand or deal 
with spiritual things.' Coral Ridge ministries, 
under the leadership of D. james Kennedy, is 
marked also by what may fairly be called an anti
Catholic streak, and has been a hotbed of oppo
sition to the project known as 'Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together.' The Reformation tradition 
has usually affirmed three 'so/as' -solo file, sola 
gratia, sofa scriptura (faith alone, grace alone, 
Scripture alone). Knox adds two more for good 
measure: solo Christus and 'solely deo gioria' 
(The Latin gets a little wobbly at this point.) All 
the 'so/as' are directed against what is taken to be 
Catholic teaching. The added fourth is against 
the idea- alien to Catholic faith - that Mary is 
equal to Christ in the work of redemption, and 
the added fifth is to prevent any possible insinua
tion of the notion that human depravity is not 
totally total. 

Belz is a good student and a good reporter (though 
not a member of the Lord's body). He nailed it down. 
The idea in Protestant and Anglican Reformationism 
is (1) that the sinner is helpless and hopeless; (2) God 
provided for the salvation of the elect in the sacrifice 
of Calvary; (3) there is nothing the sinner can do to be 
born again; (4) God is the sole actor in the salvation 
process; (5) the sinner simply accepts the salvation 
that was fully accomplished by the substitutionary 
offering of the very body of the Son of God. 

That is essentially what the much discussed 
"Sinner's Prayer" is about. (Max Ludado of San An
tonio and many of the Bible professors at ACU en
dorse the sinner's prayer and accept the protestant 
heresy that the sinner is a defenseless pawn and is 
moved about by the finger of the Holy Spirit. 

The restoration fathers (there is a great gulf be
tween reformation and restoration 1) became con
vinced that every point of TULIP is contrary to the 
teaching of the New Testament and must be aban
doned. To be saved we must go back to the Bible and 
follow its instructions absolutely. 

The Bible teaches that a baby is born sinless (Heb. 
12:9; Matt. 19:14), and is not totally depraved. Grace 
is not irresistible, but can be frustrated and rejected (2 
Cor. 6:1; Titus 2:11). God did not arbitrarily predes-

tine some ~o salvation and others to condemnation, 
but offers salvation to all (Matt. 11:28; Rev. 22: 17). It 
is possible for a child of God to sin and be eternally 
lost (2 Pet. 2:20-22; Heb. 6:4-6). 

The amazing truth is that Calvinism is wrong on 
every point - there is not one point of his TULIP 
that is in agreement with the New Testament. 

Now, friend, to realize this and cast your lot with 
Christ and his church is to be branded as unorthodox 
by Catholics, Protestants, and Jews. It is to be a very 
small remnant (Matt. 22:14). It is not easy to be in 
the minority, but truth is seldom with the majority. 

The difficulty of standing alone and being un
popular is doubtless the driving force between the 
hunger to associate with and be a part with the 
greater number. This psychology explains the han
kering to fellowship denominationalism by some 
misguided members of the church. 

The restoration fathers were to a man members of 
denominational bodies and, through diligent study of 
the scriptures, came to understand the plan of salva
tion. The price they paid was to be rejected by their 
denominational colleagues and excommunicated by 
sectarian bodies. They understood that all sin; that the 
Holy Spirit in conversion and edification works only 
through the word of truth (not by direct and irresist
ible action). They turned to the Bible and discovered 
that salvation is not by grace only and faith alone, but 
by grace working through love. They understood that 
there is something for the sinner to do to be forgiven 
(Acts 2:37-38), and there is something for the saint to 
do to stay saved (Rev. 2:10). 

It is tragic for third and fourth generation chil
dren of the restoration fathers to abandon quickly 
and lightly the high ground of restoring the ancient 
order of things and embrace the error of Protestant 
and Anglican Reformation. The inescapable result 
will be a new apostasy and the loss of both them
selves and their children. 

Sad, sad the bitter wail, almost but lost. 
"The saddest words of tongue or pen are simply 

these, It might have been." 
Still, we do not despair- there is a very small ru

minant that have not bowed to Baal - nor will they. 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
FF 

1 Reformation is an attempt to reorganize and improve an existing organization. Restoration is an attempt to cut loose from all existing religious or
ganizations and return to the church as it was in the beginning of the gospel. The former is based on a re-make of a corrupt church, and the latter is 
a realization this cannot be successfully done and therefore to go back to the Bible and speak where it speaks and be silent where it is silent because the 
word of God is the seed of the kingdom (Luke 8:11 ). 
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Remnants 
By Jimmy E. Ashburn 

Joseph told his brothers, "God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, 
and to keep you alive by a great deliverance" 
(Gen. 45:7). 

Many of the events recorded in the Old Testa
ment were written for "our admonition upon whom 
the ends of the ages are come" (1 Cor. 10:11). 

Joseph believed he was sold by his brothers into 
Egyptian slavery to preserve a remnant - a few. The 
salvation of a remnant is prominent in the Bible. 

In Genesis chapter 6 we find that God deter
mined to destroy the earth and all that lived upon it. 
However, he remembered Noah and chose to save a 
remnant of the human race through the righteous
ness of Noah. So Noah was the chosen vessel that 
saved the world (He b. 11: 7). 

God chose to save Lot and his daughters when 
Sodom and Gomorrah were utterly destroyed. A few 
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were saved and the many perished. 
Mter the Israelites were reduced to bondage in 

Egypt, God chose Moses to liberate them. There 
was a great deliverance. When the exodus took 
place several million men, women and children left 
Egypt. Only two of these reached the promised 
land. Only two out of several million had the faith 
to trust God in all that was done through him. 

We revisit Joseph who because of his faith and 
obedience preserved a nation through whom the 
Savior of the world came. Through the salvation of 
his family Joseph made it possible through Judah for 
"the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David" to overcome and reveal the mystery of eter
nal salvation (Rev. 5 :5). 

And they sing a new song, saying, Worthy art 
thou to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou was slain, and didst purchase 
unto God with thy blood men of every tribe, 
and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
madest them to be unto our God a kingdom 
and priests; and they reign upon earth (Rev. 
5:9-10). 

The obligation of the redeemed is to go into the 
entire world "and preach the gospel to the whole 
creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned." 
The saved can save the world through preaching the 
gospel of salvation. 
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11Gay" Wedding licenses 
Issued in Toronto 

I n a move closely watched by U.S. homosexual ac
tivists, Toronto began issuing 'gay' marriage li
censes today in the wake of an Ontario court's 

decision to set aside the heterosexual definition of 
marriage as unconstitutional. 

"My partner and I intend to fly to Canada to be 
legally married under Canadian law - then we'll re
turn to the U.S. to carry on the fight for justice and 
equality in the United States," said Rev. Troy Perry, 
founder and moderator of the Los Angeles-based 
Metropolitan Community Churches, which has a pre
dominantly homosexual membership. 

Toronto began issuing the licenses after the 
three-person provincial court ruled the federal law 
limiting marriage to heterosexuals violated the 1982 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, part of the Cana
dian Constitution. 
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The decision stemmed from a challenge brought 
by two same-sex couples who were united in a cer
emony at Metropolitan Community Church of 
Toronto in January 2001. The Toronto couples 
Anne and Elaine Vautour and Kevin Bourassa and Joe 
Varnell - sued after the province refused to register 
their unions. 

The Ontario court's decision retroactively de
clared the January 2001 unions valid. 

The 61-page decision said, "The existing common 
law definition of marriage violates the couple's equal
ity rights on the basis of sexual orientation under 
[constitutional law]." 

The court ruling ordered the legal definition of 
marriage be changed, without delay, to "the voluntary 
union for life of two persons to the exclusion of all 
others." 

"Not an incremental step" 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada said it is 
"deeply concerned and disappointed" with the deci
SIOn . 

The group, which represents evangelical Protes
tant churches, intervened in the case as a member of 
the Interfaith Coalition on Marriage and the Family, 
which argues that across all religions and cultures in 
Canada and worldwide, marriage is understood as 
being between a man and a woman 

"This change in the common law is not an incre
mental step- today the court has fundamentally re
defined marriage," said Bruce Clemenger, president 
of the EFC. "Other courts have ruled that redefining 
marriage is too big a step to be made by the courts 
and should properly be made by Parliament." 

The Interfaith Coalition includes Roman Catho
lics, Evangelical Protestant Christians, Muslims and 
Sikhs. 

Clemenger sa id if the decision is not appealed, 
same-sex marriages will be legalized in Ontario. 

"Nowhere else in the world has a court ruled the 
heterosexual definition of marriage violates human 
rights," said Bruce Clemenger, president of the EFC. 
"It is not an appropriate use of the charter to redefine 
pre-existing social, cultural and religious institu
tions." 



Canada's federal government has taken no im
mediate steps to block the Ontario decision, Reuters 
said. 

"We're examining the ruling," Mike Murphy, a 
spokesman for federal Justice Minister Martin 
Cauchon, "[We] have to take some time to review it." 

The Netherlands and Belgium are the only coun
tries that treat a same-sex couple's relationship 
exactly as one between a man and a woman. Homo
sexual marriage is not legal in the U.S., but Vermont 
has a civil-union law that allows couples to register 
and receive most of the benefits and rights of mar
ried couples without calling it marriage. Last week, 
California's State Assembly passed a historic bill that 
would award virtually all the rights of marriage to 
homosexual "domestic partners." 

Thirty-seven U.S. states have passed laws that bar 
them from honoring same-sex marriage from an
other jurisdiction. However, in Massachusetts and 
New Jersey homosexual couples have filed lawsuits, 
and some analysts believe if a marriage license were 
issued in one of those states, it would have to be rec-
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sexuality is genetically or biologically determined and that 
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Christopher Wolfe is a professor of political science at 
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ognized in all others under the U.S. Constitution's 
"Full Faith and Credit Clause." · 

'The argument's over' 
The MCC's Perry said his churches in 22 countries 
perform more than 6,000 same-sex weddings each 
year. 

"These same-sex weddings are blessed in the 
sight of God but not recognized by the civil authori
ties in most countries around the world," he said. 

Perry said he is encouraging gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender, or GLBT, people around the world 
to "take heart in this decision." 

"In my own country, I am renewing my call for 
GLBT couples to continue public demonstrations ev
ery Valentine's Day by applying for marriage licenses 
at marriage bureaus, city halls, and court houses 
across the United States," he said. 

Meanwhile, activists outside the Ontario court
room celebrated today's decision. 

"We're gettin' married in the morning," a jubi
lant Michael Leshner sang with his partner Michael 
Stark, the Toronto Globe and Mail reported. 

"The argument's over," said Leshner, 55, a 
Toronto attorney who has pressed for same-sex mar
riage for many years. "No more political discussion, 
we've won, the charter won, it's a great day for 
Canada" (WorldNetDaily.com, June 10, 2003). 
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Scarcely Saved? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

We find in 1 Peter 4:18, '1\nd if the right
eous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear?" 

Are you just going to "scrape through by the skin 
of your teeth?" Is it possible to be righteous enough 
that you need not be fearful of your salvation? What 
does it mean that one is "scarcely saved?" 

Does 1 Timothy 1:14 add anything to that? It 
says, ''And the grace of our Lord was exceeding 
abundant with faith and love which is in Christ 
Jesus." If we are to have an "abundant entrance" 
how is it possible that we can scarcely be saved? For 
2 Peter 1: 11 says, "For so an entrance shall be minis
tered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

If we took Adam Clarke's position (that Peter is 
referring to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70), 
there would be no problem in exegesis. Clark says, 
"If it shall be with extreme difficulty that the Chris
tians shall escape from Jerusalem, when the Roman 
armies shall come against it with the full commission 
to destroy it, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 
appear?" 

He apparently comes to this conclusion because 
in verse 12 he talks of the fiery trial that was to test 
them and the sufferings they were to go through for 
the sake of Christ. He may be right, but in this article 
we will take Peter's statement as applying to our sal
vation from sin, for if he is merely talking about their 
escape from Jerusalem when the Roman armies over
threw them, it has little relevance for us. 

Are there difficulties for even the righteous to be 
saved? 
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Suppose you are one of the best people in the 
world, doing all the good you can for your neighbors 
and friends, and even for your enemies. Does that 
make it any easier for you to be saved? In some re
spects it might. That is, if your goodness made you 
more receptive to the gospel and you were always 
willing to accept God's word and obey it, it would 
certainly make it easier for you to be saved. 

On the other hand, it might well be that you 
would be depending on your own righteousness to 
be saved. In which case, it would be exceedingly dif
ficult, in fact, impossible if you continued to do that. 

There are several passages that indicate this. Per
haps one of the most familiar is Isaiah 64:6, "But we 
are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away." 

Another is Titus 3:5, "Not by works of righ
teousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost." 

In Matthew 19, when the rich young ruler left 
Christ, Jesus said, "That a rich man shall hardly en
ter into the kingdom of heaven." The man was 
doubtless one of the best men one could find, for he 
kept (or claimed to) all the commandments from his 
youth. Yet it would have been very difficult for him 
to be saved. 

So, it is difficult even for a righteous person to be 
saved because of the tendency to trust in our own 
righteousness. 

The statement of Paul about the Israelites in Ro
mans 10:3 may apply to many of us. He said, "For 

A~ 
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they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God." 

Pride and self-will are difficult to overcome. 
The difficulty of remaining faithful in the midst 

of all the temptations that confront, confound, and 
confuse us make it hard for us to be saved. 

It is hard for those who are trying to do right to 
always do so. That being the case, what about those 
who are not even trying? 

They have no chance at all. 
Of course, considered from another standpoint, 

one might say that salvation is an easy matter. All 
one has to do is surrender self in obedience to God. 
Try it! 

You may find that to deny self is one of the hardest 
things you have ever tried to do. Yet Jesus said in Luke 
9:23, "If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." 

So the fact that the righteous are "scarcely" 
saved does not even suggest that there is a scarcity in 
the blessings that are involved in salvation, or that 
when we are saved, we are always on the verge of 
being lost. It does suggest that there are many diffi
culties that had to be overcome for God to provide 
salvation by his grace, and that there are many diffi
culties that may prevent us from accepting that gra
cious offer on the terms by which it is offered. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
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Fellowship and False Teachers 
By Sidney Capshaw 

(The following article was written while doing Bible study in M.D. Anderson Cancer Treatment Center.) 

The ideal, according to the word of God, is 
that no divisions occur. However, what 
happens when someone in the fellowship 

begins to live or teach doctrines not in harmony with 
God's word? Are we to ignore their error and not 
speak out and accept the error to keep peace? The 
"change agents" among us are restructuring the 
Lord's church and joining hands with denominations 
under the guise of desiring unity. 

When we dare to point out to these brethren the 
unscriptural error in their "unity" proposals, they 
quickly charge us with being trouble makers, too 
strict, etc. It is ironic that these brethren, in promot
ing peace, accept the denomination preachers who 
teach the doctrines and commandments of men, but 
have nothing but venom for their brethren who be
lieve and adhere to the teaching of the Bible. Those 
who object to unscriptural worship and fellowship 
with denominations are labeled as "trouble makers" 
and causing disunity. We wonder if the apostles and 
especially Paul would be labeled trouble makers by 
those brethren today. In order to confront these is
sues we need to examine the biblical teachings that 
deal with those promoting peace and harmony and 
fellowship with denominations. It is not uncommon 

to find some worshiping and exchanging_pulpits with 
these denominations. 

1. Romans 16: 17: "Now I urge you, brethren, 
note those who cause divisions and offenses, con
trary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid 
them." Paul tells the Roman brethren that when 
someone comes preaching a doctrine contrary to 
apostolic teaching, they are to avoid them. 

2. "If any one teaches otherwise and does not con
sent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to doctrine which accords with god
liness He is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed 
with disputes and arguments over words, from which 
comes envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, useless 
wrongdoings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of 
the truth who suppose that godliness is a means of 
gain. From such withdraw yourself" (1 Tim. 6:3-5). 
The apostle Paul tells us to withdraw from such. Our 
good brethren who are promoting fellowship here 
quietly say, "That is just your opinion." 

3. "Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who 
abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father 
and the Son. If anyone comes to you_a_J)d does not 
bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your 
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house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in 
his evil deeds" (2 john 1:9-11). We are not to lend 
support and fellowship to these teachers or attend 
conventions to hear them and refuse even to accept 
them as guests in our homes. 

4. Galatians 1:6-9: "I marvel that you are turning 
away so soon from him who called you in the grace 
of Christ to a different gospel which is not another; 
but there are some who trouble you and want to per
vert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel to you than 
what we have preached to you let him be accursed." 
We are clearly told not to fellowship and support 
false teaching. 

If diversity of doctrine does not matter, then why 
did these inspired writers speak out as plainly about 
the need to mark, avoid, and withdraw from those 
who teach a different doctrine? In these passages there 
are times when God demands that faithful Christians 
not accept those who teach and embrace error. Some 
excuse their silence in opposing the false teachers cir
culating throughout the brotherhood on the grounds 

they don't want to upset the unity of the brotherhood. 
Others say, "We are not doing it here." When false 
teachers spread their doctrines unmolested, the unity 
of the brotherhood has been disturbed. It is difficult 
today to find a church in most communities of breth
ren who hold fast to the faithful word! (Titus 1:9; 
Rom. 16:17; 1 Tim. 6:3-5; 2 john 9:11). 

The neglect of faithful brethren to confront false 
teaching has resulted in many congregations adopt
ing worship and teaching not found in the Bible. Be
ing peacemakers does not require us to become truce 
makers with false teaching and doctrine (Eph. 5: 11; 
1 John 2:15-17; 4:1). The Bible clearly teaches that 
we face and confront those teaching error in our 
midst to maintain the purity of our Lord's church. In 
jude 3, "Beloved, while I was very diligent to write 
to you concerning our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once delivered to 
the saints." 2402 Balsam St. 

Longview, TX 7 5 605 
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Baptism in the Right Order 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

W hat difference does it make to Christ if a 
person has been baptized to be saved or 
because he is already saved? 

Are the conditions of pardon important? 
Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized will 

be saved" (Mark 16:16 NKJV). 
One may reason that it is ·unimportant if both 

conditions have been done, even though it was not in 
the order Jesus gave. It is popular to accept Jesus by 
only "believing" on him as Savior and think, there
fore, a sinner is saved at the point of faith, before and 
without baptism. 

Let us examine whether the order of baptism 
makes any difference to Jesus. 

It is right to follow the order Christ gave; 1. belief; 
2. baptism, 3. saved. He requires belief and baptism 
before one is saved - both are essential to salvation. 

Before being baptized, one must believe in Jesus. 
When one believes in Jesus, he must be baptized. 

24 ti~·Found!~~! 

Without water there is no entrance into the kingdom 
Oohn 3:5). 

It is understood that the proper order is impor
tant in matters of business. If one is a merchant and 
sends a bill to a customer for $91.92, but then here
ceives a check for payment in the amount of $19.29, 
the merchant would object. The customer may say he 
has the proper numbers on the bill, but they have 
simply been rearranged- a different order. Obvi
ously, the right order makes a difference in the bill 
payment, and so does it in baptism. 

Baptism always is a requirement to be saved. One 
should do it in the way the Lord says do it and for the 
Bible purpose. 

What is the scriptural way? According to the New 
Testament, when one is baptized "for the remission 
of sins" (Acts 2:38), he or she is a saved person who is 
automatically added (not join the church of your 
choice) to the church for which Jesus gave his blood. 



The word of God attests to this truth. "Then 
those \tho gladly received his word were baptized; 
and that day about three thousand souls were added 
to them .... and the Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved" (Acts 2:41, 47). "On 
this rock I will build My church and ~he gates of Ha
des will not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). 

If one has not been baptized into the Lord (Gal. 
2:26-27), how can one be in Christ's body? 

The decision cannot be determined by the way an 
individual feels nor by generations of traditions. 

Being baptized requires proper motive and pur
pose. To proceed with the act without being taught as 
to the reason makes the action invalid. 

To be immersed to please the preacher or parents 
or friends or for business reasons is worthless in the 
sight of God. 

A person should "obey from the heart" (Rom. 
6:17). 

In every Bible passage, where both belief and bap
tism are mentioned, being saved always comes after 
baptism. 

Consider the following and observe that the or
der is first baptism and then salvation. The order 
must be significant for Bible writers make it so clear. 
Consider: "Then Peter said to them, Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

"But when they believed Philip as he preached 
the things concerning the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were 
baptized" (Acts 8:12). 

"[A]nd immediately he and his family were bap
tized. Now when he had brought them into his house, 
he set food before them, and he rejoiced, having be-
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lieved in God with all his household" (Acts 16:33-34). 
'~d now why are you waiting? Arise and' be bap

tized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 

"Therefore we were buried with him through 
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). 

Several other verses teach the same order: Acts 
8:36-39; Colossians 2:12; and 1 Peter 3:21. 

The only right order for carrying out the com
mands of Christ is to follow the teaching of the New 
Testament. One may have thought salvation was given 
by belief only and then been baptized, but not "for the 
remission of sins." 

Those, who have been baptized thinking they 
were already saved by faith only, need to be baptized 
in harmony with Bible teaching. The twelve men in 
Ephesus who had been baptized "into John's baptism" 
-and had not subsequently believed on Jesus-were 
told to be baptized "in the name of the Lord Jesus" 
(Acts 19:1-5). To be baptized "into the name of the 
Lord Jesus" is to be baptized in full compliance with 
his teaching. There are times when a person who mis
takenly thinks his baptism is acceptable, but who has 
not followed New Testament teaching, needs to be 
baptized in the right way and for the right purpose. 

Solomon warns, "There is a way that seems right 
to a man, but its end is the way of death" (Prov. 
14:12). 372 Mills St. 
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Potpourri . •• 
Each month we carry a mishmash of news 

items, garnered from various sources that re
flect the times . .. sometimes it is sad, some

t imes bad, and sometimes glad. We start this week 
with a couple of ... well . . . dumb ones ... very dumb. 

First Dumb One 
~?Hhis is unusual television fare. Promoting an 

upcoming segment on Dateline, Jane Pauley said, 
"Sti ll ahead, the latest round of bloodshed and vio
lence at abortion clinics." At last they are going to 
show what really happens at abortuaries: cutting bod
ies of babies in pieces, plucking out the bloody limbs 
one by one, puncturing the heads of infants and suck
ing out the brains. At last, one thought, a t least one 
network has the nerve to tell the truth about abortion. 
Then Ms. Pauley completed her message: "The anti
abortion movement has been creeping to the edge of 
bloody fanaticism for a decade." -Selah 
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Second Dumb One 
{?~Apologetics - as in explaining, not apologiz

ing for - has made a big comeback in recent years. 
Sara Maitland evaluates the twentieth-anniversary 
edition of Rosemary Radford Ruether's Sexism and 
God-TA which, she says, is an exercise in apologetics 
that has enabled many feminists, especially in the 
academy, to remain within a Christian framework, 
broadly defined. Along the way she describes how 
some folks, such as Ruether, do apologetics: "Fake 
the bits of the fa ith you like, denounce the rest as 
'cultural accretions,' apply some syncretic glue, and 
carry on regardless." - Selah 

Taking the Name of the Lord in Vain 
t?~Pilgrim Press is bringing out Queering Christ: 

Beyond "jesus Acted Up." The author is Robert E. 
Goss, who Publishers Weekly describes as a "queer 
Christian theologian w ho identifies gay content in 
theology, the Bible, and C hrist." In some circles, it 
appears, jesus Acted Up was thought altogether too 
tame. The older gay line is that Jesus was gay. Queer 
theory contends that to speak of people being gay or 
straight is unacceptably "essentialist." Everybody has 
"gay content" - and should act on it, is the essence 
of homosexual theology. 

Leading Ladies 
Willing Hearts, Wi lling Hands 

by Tet'esa. Ha.mpton 

While worldly women struggle to 
break through the glass ceiling, women 
of God hungrily search for refreshing 
ideas and simple guidelines showing 
them how to lead within divine param- '-------' 
eters. The world has its own definition of female 
leadership, but one must look to God's Word for a 
true perspective. 

Teresa Hampton uncovers important lessons on 
leadership from women and men in scripture who, with 
willing hearts and willing hands, successfully led, inspir
ing todays women to become leading ladies ... women 
who are willing to lead other women in doing what is 
pleasing in God's sight. BKTHOl , paperback, 122 pgs. 
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If's the taw 
{?}Had the vote gone the other way, you may be 

sure it would have made the front pages and evening 
news. As it happened, there was nary a media men
tion of Nevada's overwhelming approval of a state 
constitutional amendment making it clear that mar
riage means the union of a man and a woman. Ne
vada is the 36th state to take this step, just two short 
of the 38 states needed to ratify the Federal Mar
riage Amendment. Matt Daniels, president of the Al
liance for Marriage, says, ''As we've seen repeatedly, 
our side wins every time the debate over marriage is 
taken out of the hands of the activist lawyers and 
the courts. Let's all look forward to the day when 
the Federal Marriage Amendment will allow the 
democratic process to finally settle this struggle for 
future generations of Americans." But, of course, 
the gay activists and their lawyers are not about to 
give up. They are expecting a court victory in Mas
sachusetts and have declared their intention to use it 
as a wedge for forcing "same-sex marriage" on the 
other forty-nine states. The friends of representative 
democracy should not be planning on an early re
tirement. 

Slaughter in the Name 01 Allah 
~}It seems nobody is paying much attention, but 

in the last three years 6,000 Nigerians and ten thou
sand Indonesians have been killed as a consequence 
of militant Islam's campaign to impose sharia law. 
And, of course, two million people, mainly Chris
tians, have been killed under the Islamic regime in 
Sudan. Regarding the last, both Houses of Congress 
passed and President Bush signed the Sudan Peace 
Act, which provides very specific and severe mea
sures if Khartoum does not mend its ways. The act is 
in large part the result of the hard work of Nina 
Shea, director of the Center for Religious Freedom, 
which is associated with Freedom House. Regretta
bly, the Bush Administration does not seem to be suf
ficiently alert to unintended consequences else
where. For instance, the U.S.-backed government in 
Afghanistan is sometimes cited as an example of 
democratic - or at least somewhat more democratic 
- nation building. The chief justice of the new su
preme court of Afghanistan recently explained his 
approach to dealing with Christians under Islamic 
law. "First, a man should be politely invited to accept 
Islam. Second, if he does not convert, he should obey 
Islam. The third option, if he refuses, is to behead 
him." "It is shocking," says Ms. Shea, "that the ad-

ministration is reconstructing Afghanistan with hun
dreds of millions of taxpayers' dollars-as a hard-line 
Islamic state" (First Things, January 2003). 

Ahem 
t~>Jacques Barzun, writer, historian, cultural 

critic, and educator said, "There can be no history 
without the gift of knowing what to leave out." 

Is it possible that some of our Christian historian 
scholars agree? 

Epistopal (Anglitan) Chutth Blesses Queers 
t~iVancouver's Anglican bishop, Michael Ingham, 

has given the go-ahead to six of his parishes to per
form ceremonies blessing same-sex relationships. 

The announcement of that decision came yester
day, just a day after the leaders of the world's na
tional Anglican churches turned thumbs down on 
such blessings. 

He said the permission to perform the blessings 
was granted only to the six parishes that voted by a 
majority to allow such ceremonies. 

In a letter accompanying the text of the new rite, 
he wrote, "[T]his is not a marriage ceremony, but a 
blessing of permanent and faithful commitments be
tween persons of the same sex in order that they may 
have the support and encouragement of the church 
in their lives together under God." 

Bishop Ingham is believed to be the first Anglican 
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bishop in the world to formally approve such bless
ings, although some American bishops have infor
mally allowed such ceremonies. 
11/irtual Gay Marriage' Bill Passes 

(i}A bill awarding virtually all the rights of mar
riage to homosexual "domestic partners" passed the 
California state Assembly late this afternoon Uune 4, 
2003). 

Pro-family groups that lobbied hard against the 
bill charged it would subvert the will of Californians 
who overwhelmingly approved the Protection of 
Marriage Initiative in March 2000, reserving mar
riage rights for a man and a woman only. 

"People need to rise up" in response to today's 
vote, said Karen England, director of policy for the 
Capital Resource Institute, a non-profit group in Sac
ramento. 

"We get these notes all the time from voters ask
ing, 'What about the will of the people?"' En~land 
said. "We thought this issue was decided." 

The bill now goes to the state's Senate, where it is 
expected to pass. The spotlight then would be on Gov. 
Gray Davis, who is facing a strong recall campaign. 

Homosexual activist groups have said the bill's 
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impact would resonate beyond California. 
"This law would be truly historic for the nation " 

. ' sa1d Geoff Kors, executive director of California Alli-
ance for Pride and Equality, according to the San Jose 
Mercury News. "If California passes this, it sends a 
message to the rest of the nation." 

The closest the U.S. has come to same-sex mar
riage is Vermont's civil-union law, a legal registration 
providing the same benefits and rights as married 
couples. The Netherlands and Belgium are the only 
countries that treat a same-sex couple's relationship 
exactly as one between a man and a woman. 

Thirty-seven states have passed laws that bar 
them from honoring same-sex marriage from an
other jurisdiction. However, in Massachusetts and 
New Jersey homosexual couples have filed lawsuits, 
and some analysts believe if a marriage license were 
issued in one of those states, it would have to be rec
ognized in all others under the U.S. Constitution's 
"Full Faith and Credit Clause." 

Canada appears to be headed toward instituting 
homosexual marriage after a law defining marriage 
as a male-female bond was struck down as discrimi
natory by three provincial court decisions Oune 4, 
2003, WorldNetDaily.com ). 

loot Of Ml Kinds Ollvil 
0 Paul Proctor from Tennessee (not a member of 

the church) makes the following suggestion: 

Couldn't we save ourselves a lot of hassle and 
grief by simply taking a percentage of our tithes 
and offerings each week and just pay the "un
churched" to drop by for an hour or so on Sun
day to hear some good news? That's right- I 
mean offer them cold hard cash for their time 
and trouble - let's say half down when they 
first arrive and the rest when the hour's up. Sure 
it's bribery but let's not be legalistic here. Mter 
?11 i_t is for jesus and results are the primary ob
JeCtive. Remember; Let's not question what God 
is blessin'! 
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Think about it. Who would pass up free money 
in a materialistic culture like this? Oh, it might take a 
little time to get the price right for some fo lks but I 
seriously doubt there'd be very many that wouldn't 
put up with a little Christian psychobabble and fel
lowship for an hour or so if we paid them enough. I 
don't know why somebody hasn't thought of this al
ready. The numbers would be incredible! 

CBS Television 
!?iCBS Television is promoting tonight's (May 

29, 2003) debut of "The Amazing Race 4" by 
proudly proclaiming a male homosexual couple on 
the show to be married to each other. 

The primetime reality show features 12 teams of 
two people with a pre-existing relationship racing 
around the world in a quest for a million-dollar prize. 

In current promotional ads on the air, the network 
touts one of the teams- consisting of two men -as 
"The Married Couple." 

"Yes, they are a marri ed, gay couple," a CBS 
spokes'Y.oman tells WND. "They're married and 
they're gay. Is there an issue?" (May 29, 2003, 
WorldNetDaily.com). 
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Los Angeles (Reuters) 
C?iYou can' t find anyone riding on a yacht or play

ing polo in the pages of an American textbook. The 
texts also can't say someone has a boyish figure, or is 
a busboy, or is blind, o r suffers a birth defect, or is a 
biddy, o r the best man for the job, a babe, a book
worm, or even a barbarian. 

All these words are banned from U.S. textbooks 
on the grounds that they either elitist (polo, yacht) 
sexist (babe, boyish figure), offensive (blind, book
worm) ageist (biddy) or just too strong. God is also a 
banned word in the textbooks because he or she is 
too religious. 

To get the fu ll 5 00-word list of what is banned 
and why, consult "The Language Police," a new book 
by New York University professor of education 
Dianne Ravitch. 

She says she stumbled on her discovery of what's 
allowed and not allowed by accident because pub
lishers insist that they do no t impose censorsh ip on 
their hi story and English tex tbook autho rs but 
merely apply rules of sensitivity - which have ex
panded mightily since first introduced in the 1970s 
to weed out gender and racial bias. 

Supreme Court Allows Ban on Prayer to Stand 

!?iCalifornia city and county governments can no 
longer open meetings with praye rs - mention of 
God's name, even in nondeno minational prayer, is 
banned thanks to a ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court 
a llowing decisions in favor of t he ban by two lower 
California courts to stand. 

The ruling came in an appeal by the city of 
Burbank asking the high court to reve rse rulings that 
banned opening prayers at city council meetings, but 
legal experts say the ban now applies to a ll c ity and 
county governments, not merely to Burbank. 

T he controversy began in 1999 when a Mormon 
minister invoked the name of Jesus Christ at a counci l 
meeting and a local resident Irv Rubin, then chairman 
of the Jewish Defense League, and Roberto Alejandro 
Gandara, identified by the Los Angeles Times as a sup
porter of strict church-state separation, sued the city, 
demanding that such prayer be prohibited. 

On Capitol Hill 
!?iA preacher who offered the open ing prayer at a 

recent session of the U.S. House of Representatives is 
under fire for what some believe were ve iled refer
ences to abortion and homosexuali ty, reports The 
Hill newspaper. 
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George Dillard III of Peach~ree City Christian 
Church near Atlanta served as guest chaplain of the 
House on May 14, having been invited by Rep. Jack 
Kingston, R-Ga., according to the House chaplain's 
office. Kingston, however, told the paper he did not 
invite Dillard. 

According to the report, Dillard asked God for 
"leaders who will seek your truth ... who accept that 
a lie is a lie and not spin; that it is immorality and not 
an alternative lifestyle; that it is murder not a proce
dure; that it is stealing and not creative accounting; 
that rebellion is rebellion no matter what name we 
give it." 

Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., a homosexual, told 
The Hill: "I don't think Kingston knew that ... 
[Dillard] was going to say this. The statement is a 
condemnation of gay people. There are appropriate 
places where you can say those things." 

Dillard told the paper his words referred to "the 
taking a human life for no other reason than conve
nience ... whether it is abortion, euthanasia or geno
cide." He said his "alternative lifestyle" comment 
was referring to adultery and pedophilia. 

"The word of God is very clear," he said. "There 
can be no sex outside of marriage." 

"I am sorry if I have hurt anybody," Dillard told 
the paper (WorldNetDaily.com, May 29, 2003). 

lailh Under lire 
®It's not unusual to hear of mainline Protestant 

clergy who reject fundamental Christian doctrines 
such as the deity of Jesus Christ, but a Lutheran min
ister is going a step further, claiming God does not 
exist. 
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Danish pastor Thorkild Grosboel of Taarbaek, 
near Copenhagen, was suspended today by his 
bishop after stating in a recent interview "there is no 
heavenly God, there is no eternal life, there is no res
urrection," the Associated Press reported. 

Bishop Lise-Lotte Rebel of the Helsingoer dio
cese, said Grosboel's comments "caused confusion" 
within the church. 

Psychiatric Association Debates Pedophilia 
$(CNSNews.com)- In a step critics charge could 

result in decriminalizing sexual contact between 
adults and children, the American Psychiatric Asso
ciation recently sponsored a symposium in which 
participants discussed the removal of pedophilia 
from an upcoming edition of the psychiatric manual 
of mental disorders. 

Psychiatrists attending an annual APA conven
tion May 19 in San Francisco proposed removing 
several long-recognized categories of mental illness 
- including pedophilia, exhibitionism, fetishism, 
transvestism, voyeurism and sadomasochism - from 
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis
orders. 

Most of the mental illnesses being considered for 
removal are known as "paraphilias." 

Psychiatrist Charles Moser of San Francisco's In
stitute for the Advanced Study of Human Sexuality 
presented conferees with a paper entitled "DSM-IV
TR and the Paraphilias: An Argument for Removal." 

People whose sexual interests are atypical, cul
turally forbidden or religiously proscribed should 
not necessarily be labeled mentally ill, they argued. 

Participants also debated gender-identity-disor
der, a condition in which a person feels discomfort 
with his or her biological sex. Homosexual activists 
have long argued that gender identity disorder 
should not be assumed to be abnormal. 

In previous articles, psychiatrists have argued 
that there is little or no proof that sex with adults is 
necessarily harmful to minors. Indeed, some have ar
gued that many sexually molested children later look 
back on their experience as positive. 

Dr. Frederick Berlin, founder of the Sexual Dis
orders Clinic at the Johns Hopkins Hospital, said 
people who are sexually attracted to children should 
learn not to feel ashamed of their condition. 

"I have no problem accepting the fact that some
one, through no fault of his own, is attracted to chil
dren. But certainly, such an individual has a responsi
bility ... not to act on it," Berlin said. 



Now That's 11 Change 
({lEver heard of the Silk Road? It's supposed to 

refer to a road reaching from China to Europe. Sec
ond question: Ever heard of the Silk Road Theatre? 
Well, me neither ... until I came across an article 
printed in the Chicago Tribune (May 9, 2003), sent 
in by our old friend , Earl Davis (I don't mean chat 
Earl is old, but that we have been friends for a few 
years). Anyway, according to the article, the Silk 
Road Theatre is going to present a play about gay
Chinese American men (it is pro-homosexual). So far 
you may be thinking, Well, so what? The kicker is 
that the play is to be presented in the second floor 
chapel of a United Methodist Church. The Senior 
Preacher (the piece said "pastor") of the Chicago 
Temple (a United Methodist Church) said, "The Si lk 
Road Company is a natural partner [of the United 
Methodist Church] ... churches rely on storyte lling 
and drama to spread their message." Hey, change 
agents in the churches of Christ better gee their boots 
on - the Methodists are way, way ahead of them. 
[Of course, the unsophisticated red-necks among us 
will think that a story favorable to homosexual Chi
nese American men has no place in a church setting.J 
I have it on not coo good authority that the first 
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showing of the play favorab le to queer C hinese
Americans was in Sodom about 2,000 years before 
Christ. Anyway, thanks, Ea rl . .. I guess. 

Fetal Homicide 
{?~John Rowland, Governor of Connecticut, is 

expected to sign a feca l homicide law. It upholds the 
conviction of a man who slipped his girlfriend drugs 
to induce a miscarriage; the sta te's Supreme Court 
ruled that the fetus is a body part - like hair that is 
shed. T he Governor thinks an unborn baby should 
not be killed , and the Supreme Court of Connecticut 
thinks an unborn baby is like unwa nted hair. If the 
Supreme Court of Connecticut is right , a living, hu
man baby in the womb has no more rights or protec
tion chan hair. If you can cut your hair, you can abort 
your baby. Makes sense, right? (Chicago Tribune, 
May 9, 2003). 

Nude Summer Youth Camps 
{?~LAND O'LAKES - U.S. Rep. Mark Foley, one 

of Washington's leading advocates for missing and 
exp loited kids, doesn' t like the idea of a cloches-free 
camp fo r teenagers. After read ing a story Wednesday 
in the New York Times, he decided to raise a fuss. 

Foley said the camp, sponsored by the American 
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Association for Nude Recreation, appears to exploit 
children to make money. 

The camps operate under a Florida law that al
lows people to be nude as long as they're not lewd. 
The adult nudists who run the camps say they teach 
teenagers healthy lessons about accepting their 
sometimes awkward adolescent bodies. 

Other nude camps for children are held in Vir
ginia and Arizona. 

Erich Schuttauf, executive director of the nude 
association, called Lake Como's camp, which at
tracted about 25 young nudists from June 5 to 13, 
"good old-fashioned naked fun." 

(Editor's comment: '!4.nd jehovah God made for 
Adam and for his wife coats of skins, and clothed 
them" [Gen. 3:21.]) 

forked foDgue 
ONEW YORK (Reuters) - Despite the bone 

through his nose, shaved head and pierced face, the 
25 -year-old admitted he was terrified of what he was 
about to do. 

But after a few minutes, he sat in the basement of 
a storefront tattoo parlor, closed his eyes and let a 
friend split his tongue down the middle with a scalpel. 

The latest trend among teens and 20-somethings 
who indulge in so-called extreme body modification, 
forking one's tongue like a serpent's "is an art form," 
said T.J. McGillis, who offers the service for a $25 0 
charge. 

"Everybody wants to get it done. It could be the 
next mainstream thing aside from piercing," he said. 

Ian, the young man with the bone through his 
nose who did not want to reveal his last name, opted 
for tongue splitting after earlier adventures left him 
with huge rings in his ears, silver barbells piercing his 
face, myriad tattoos and who-knows-what-else under 
his baggy shirt and pants. 

"I like the way it looks," he said, listing his rea
sons. "Two, I think it will be more fun during oral 
sex and the girls will get a kick out of it. Three, ev
eryone and their mother has their tongue pierced 
and four, I'm an idiot." 

Mter splitting his tongue, Emrys Yetz, 20, said it 
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wasn't long before he could move each half indepen
dently and do party tricks like picking up pens and 
pencils. 

"It's done to better yourself," he said, opening 
his mouth to wiggle each half like a snail waving its 
antennae. 

Dr. Lee Pollan, an oral surgeon based in Roches
ter, New York, commenting on the practice, said, 
"There's the potential for life-threatening hemor
rhage and the potential for life-threatening infection." 

Solstice levellers 
OSTONEHENGE (Reuters) - A record number 

of revelers have converged on ancient Stonehenge to 
celebrate the summer solstice, get in touch with their 
pagan roots and party. 

Thousands of robed druids, spiritualists and the 
simply curious sang and danced around the towering 
megaliths on Saturday to welcome the longest day of 
the year in the Northern Hemisphere. 

"This is not a rave, it is a better than a rave, it is 
not about drugs, it is about the stones," said 29-year
old Andrew Reid. 

Police, beefed up security because of the growing 
popularity of the event, said they made nine arrests, 
mostly for drink and drug offences. 

As first light broke, a procession of drummers led 
by torchbearers circled around the ancient circle of 
standing stones. 

The crowd cheered and applauded under a clear 
sky at sunrise at 4:46a.m. 

"This is not breaking news, this has been going 
on for centuries, it's in our blood," said Garret, 40, 
dressed as pagan god Pan. · 

Druids, a pagan religious order dating to Celtic 
Britain, are drawn to Stonehenge, about 100 miles 
west of London, because they believe it was a centre 
of spiritualism. 

God's Sovereignty 
OPORTO CARRAS, Greece- European Union 

leaders welcomed the draft of the organization,s 
first-ever constitution yesterday, but some countries 
objected to restrictions on national vetoes and to the 
omission of any reference to God and Christianity in 
the text. 

foays Gay Kiss Makes Waves 
OA gay kiss between two winners at Broadway's 

Tony Awards has been making waves after its broad
cast on live Tv. 

Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman [homosexual 



men] kissed [a lingering, passionate, open-mouth-to
open-mouth kiss] after they stepped up to the stage 
at New York's Radio City Hall to collect a joint 
s:mgwriting award fur them ust:alHairspray. The 
audience applauded (Editor 's note: Disgusting! Ut
terly disgusting!) 

Ponder This 
{~Eric Zorn, a columnist for the Chicago Tribune, 

in an article, "Inescapable Cost of Casinos Goes Be
yond Money" (May 8, 2003), ventilates some 
thoughts that are well worth considering. He raised 
the question of whether there is anything inherently, 
morally wrong about gambling? Here is Zorn's an
swer: 

Anyone who raises it [this question] is asking 
to be labeled a Puritan or a would~be member of 
the U.S. auxiliary of the Taliban. From baccarat 
to basketball pools to bingo nights, games of 
chance are utterly mainstream in our culture and 

in most cases utterly harmless diversions for in
dividual players, some of whom, of course, 
come out ahead. 

Yet the lure of gambling - the large payoff 
for a minimal investment- is antithetical to the 
connection between effort and reward that we 
know to be associated not only with strong, suc
cessful individuals, but also with strong, success
ful societies. 

The high-minded part of us says shortcuts are 
for the lazy are disreputable, a form of cheating, 
even. 

The everyday part of us buys lottery tickets 
when the jackpot swells. Because as much as it' s 
human nature to value effort and reward, it's 
also human nature to want instant gratification. 
This tension is at the heart of what theologians 
call sin, said Gerald Forshey of La Grange, a re
tired Methodist minister and ethics professor 
who has spoken out against gambling. 

But the 'sin' argument 'has been conceded' by 
the National Coalition Against Legalized Gam-
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special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
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No Greater Joy 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
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ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspiration one's 
growth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to-woman, d iscussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs . ........ .. .. 7.95 
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bling and similar mainstream groups, Forshey 
said. 'That argument is just fuel for (the gam
bling lobby] to portray opponents as do
gooders,' and in today' s cl imate, he said, it's 
'easily defeated.' 

No doubt. But we all know it's there. It's why 
we intuitively know that a casino isn' t just an
other big business, like a huge hardware store 
only with chaser lights and a free buffet; why we 
know that a video poker machine in a tavern 
isn' t just another electronic amusement; why we 
know that the questio n of whether to salt our 
state with new slot machines is far more sig
nificant than the question of whether to build 
new roads or cut curbs. 

Whether we think gambling is immoral or a 
pleasure to which free peo ple a re entitled, we 
know that it celebrates our lesser selves. And 
such celebrations always have their hidden costs. 

Thanks to Earl Davis for sending us this piece. 

T-Shirt 
®The mother of a gay teen from Queens (New 

York), Kathleen Hodges, is suing the city, saying her 
daughter was humiliated and harassed after wearing 
a "Barbie Is a Lesbian" T-shirt to school. T he girl, 
Natalie Hodges, was told that it is not natural for her 
to ask other girls for a date. 

Psythiatrit Assotiation 
®CNSNews.com - The American Psychiatric As

sociation recently sponsored a symposium in which 
participants discussed the removal of pedophilia 
from an upcoming edition of the psychiatric manual. 
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Psychiatrists attending an annual APA convention 
May 19 in San Francisco proposed removing several 
long-recognized categories of mental illness- includ
ing pedophilia, exhibitionism, fetishism transvestism, 
voyeurism, and sadomasochism- from the Diagnos
tic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM). 
People whose sexual interests are atypical, culturally 
fo rbidden or religiously proscribed should not be la
beled mentally ill, they argued. 

If pedophilia is deemed normal, then sexual 
predato rs preying on little children (2 months, or 2 
years) cannot be guilty of child molestation. The 
flood gates will be open and we will be flooded with 
moral degradation - and psychiatrists lead the way. 

Nofite 
{iiQn the heels of a landmark Supreme Court rul

ing that struck down a Texas law banning sodomy 
between homosexua l males, a number of New Or
leans residents have filed suit against rhe city for alleg
edly offering domestic partner benefits in violation of 
state law (WorldNetDaily.com, June 30, 2003). 
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vinyl, carpet, commercial/residential; sports/playground 
equipment; cabinets/shelving/storage units; vacuum 
cleaners, commercial, light duty; carpet cleaners; 
and more. 

Call .J. C. Prophet 
(888) 799-70 16 (toll free) 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: In Genesis 4:14, Cain tells God "who 
ever finds me shall kill me." Were there only the 

four people on earth at that time? How could there 
have been someone to find Cain, if that is the case? 
Also, Cain has a wife in Genesis 4:17. Where did she 
come from? 

A. nswer: Genesis 5:3-5 sums up in stylistic fashion 
.t\rhe life of Adam. In these verses we learn that he 
was 130 years old when Seth was born, which seem
ingly was about the same time that Cain killed Abel. 
We are also told that he lived 800 more years beyond 
the time of Seth's birth and that "he begat sons and 
daughters." 

There is nothing to necessitate the assumption 
that the unnamed sons and daughters were all born 
after the death of Abe l. It is worth mentioning that 
all of the 130 years that Adam and Eve lived before 
this time were adult years, potentially childbearing 
years, since they were created as adults, fu llgrown. 
Also, remember that God's commandment to them 
had been, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the 
earth" (Gen. 1:28). 

,~) - S lie Hatfi DOflt, 
What 
sliecoufcf 
by Jane McWhorter 

This book emphasizes the many avenues of service open 
to Christian women. Topics: increasing one's spirituality, 
helping the sick, the bereaved, the needy; encouraging 
weak members, welcoming strangers; teaching children, 
the lost, younger women; being a Christian wife and 
mother; helping her husband in his service to God; 
winning her husband to Christ Sister McWhorter's book 
teaches timeless principles that will enrich your life. 
BKIT09, Paperback, 150 pgs. 

$7.50 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

r 

Since the biblical account of the creation of 
Adam and Eve clearly implies that they were the first 
couple and that all subsequent mankind came from 
them, it is necessary to assume that in the first gen
eration following them, brother married sister in or
der to propagate the race. All other people, whether 
those who might have wanted to kill Cain, or the 
woman whom Cain married, or whoever, had to be 
other descendants of Adam and Eve. The time frame 
set forth in Genesis 5 leaves ample time for there to 
have been many such people. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

A Cappella Music in the Public Worship 
of the Church by Everett Ferguson 

In elaborating the reasons for advocating a cappclla music in the 
public worship Ferguson uses a methodology of 3 steps: I. an 
analysis of the New Testament evidence, 2. a testing of one's 
interpretaion of the New Testament by the testimony of church 
history, and 3. a consideration whether there are doctrinal or 
theological reasons which explain or give meaning to the 
biblical and historical evidence. 
0567942 172, pb 93 pgs ......................................................... $6.95 

$2.75 s&h 

Worship in Song by Jimmy Jividen 
A study in the purpose and practice of singing in the New 
testament with implications for contemporary worship in song. 
0940999242, pb 178 pgs ....................................................... $8.95 

$3.50s&h 

Singing and New Testament Worship 
by Dave Miller, Ph.D. 
(Arc solos, choirs, and vocal bands scritpural?) 

The popularity of specia l music appears to be increasing among 
some churchs of Christ. Solos, quartets, choirs, etc. are now 
being used in church worship services especially in the larger, 
urban congregations. Afier noting briefly the testimony of early 
church and Restoration history, the author brings into sharp 
focus the meaning of reciprocity in Ephesians 5: 19 and 
Colossians 3: 16. He discusses the significance of"each one has 
a psalm" in I Corinthians 14:26 and also gives attention to the 
usc of"vocal bands." 0891371443, pb 70 pgs .................... $6.95 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
$2.75 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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CHURCH 
or 

CHRIST 
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The Church of Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered after a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct identity. Christianity was 
originally designed by the Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today . 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . ................. $8.99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its "magic ingredient"? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ................ $6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the queslions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs. 
..................................... ........................... $6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons, first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with lhought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ................. $5.95 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 

CoNTEMPORARY 
CONCERNS 

OF 
CHRISTIANS 

-f..rt•WIItoCl nt~Of ••te" 
T111J '""'Oft'f'ONr- "' 

ll Ula.T:U 

• OY 
lAO: II'IUIE1>1, PH.D. 

Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, frustra
tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $7 .95 

Contemporary Concerns 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are discussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling? What is the status of the unbaptized 
dead? What about doctor-assisted death and 
suicide? Should people leaving a congregation 
explain why they are leaving ... and more. 
BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs . ............ $10.95 

The Prophet Motive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian evidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use in high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . ... $19.99 

The Eldership 
J . W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be given much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of brother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
W.B. West Jr. 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West, former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . .............. $9.99 

Shipping- $3.50 for one book {base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales lax 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net ..... 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Houston- Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

-Georgia- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 

A I d I h h 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

t anta - Avon a e C urc of Christ, 4017 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. damascuschurchofchrist 
@mris.com 

-Missouri-

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 7557-3, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
Greater Fairbanks area _ 645 11th Avenue, 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
99701. (907) 456-4921. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

• • •.. Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 p.m. (1/2 mi. east of 1-35) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

- Ohio - - Virginia -
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF Richmond- Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. - Washington -

-Oklahoma- Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

- Colorado - Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- -Tennessee-
4050 

-Florida- Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

Jacksonville-LakeForestChurchofChrist,950 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Cochran, preacher. • •••• 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Cookeville -Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. minister. -------------------------------

Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://www.blble-lnfonet.org/ 

Cari119 & Sliari119 
N etvsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: _ · 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wlfa 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions Involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ••••••••••• eKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ••••.•...•• BKJL02 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Yz•x5%•) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

CDanteC a SJ?t'ophd of God 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 
Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age Is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The Mission and Medium 
of the Holy Spirit 
by Foy E. Wallace Jr. 

False teachers among us pretend to accept the 
Bible but set additional guide lines by their own 
"inward readings or directions by the Holy Spirit." 
Many denominations and even some In the 
church of Christ claim special direction from the 
Holy Spirit all use the same evidence, 
testimonials and witnessing. The very fact that 
that all these religious people disagree, Including 
those among us, Is proof that the spirit leading 
them is not holy. This is a clear, concise, correct 
exegesis of the passages pertaining to the Holy 
Spirit and his work. pback, 104 pgs., BKAM04 

$9.95 • $3.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church CooperaUon 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in October, 1957. The plan of the 
lectures and of the book is to present what 
might be called a handbook of questions 
relating to orphan homes and church 
cooperation. Also discussed are the extremes 
ofthe "liberal" and "anti" movements in the 
church.BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

$7.00 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1·2 
inches. This Is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • Jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now Indirectly, that Is · 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.76 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is cion· 
lng right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
clde? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 · 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Finn Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Finn Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that Is accurate and 
Important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
Instance, Is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he Is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive ,he word with all. 
readiness of the mind, • and examine ,he 
Scriptures dally, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as •noble.• · 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-time preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send r~sum~ and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80111. 

The Olympia Church of Christ in Olympia, 
Washington is seeking a full-time pulpit minister 
interested in working with an established 
congregation. The Olympia assembly has a growing 
congregation of 240 members, and we are looking 
for a man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, 
willing and able to work with all age groups and 
spreading the Word in the community. He also 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Rne Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
~eofl • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/••x7%•x3Ja• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
~eofl • Burgundy hardcover 

0·94099·986·2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• sizes· x g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $1 0.00 
• Name In gold ••••••••••••••••• $4.00/llne 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call fors&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

must have a supportive family who are also active 
in the work of the church. Salary and benefits 
depend on qualifications. Duties will include pulpit 
ministry, teaching, ministering to the congregation, 
local outreach, oversight of the church office, and 
working closely with the elders. Inquiries should 
include r~sum~, educational qualifications, audio 
or video tapes of two recent pulpit sermons and 
one adult class to the attention of The Elders, 
3132 Boulevard Rd., Olympia, WA 98501. 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include r~sum~, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Associate minister needed for the 1Oth & Rockford 
congregation of 250 + members under the 
oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
married man with a committed wife to work closely 
with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
r~sum~ with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Preacher Available 
Preacher with partial support available. (817) 373-
2277. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. 
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. 
Lamar St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Wanted: Manager of established publishing 
company. Publications include Bible class literature 
and yearly VBS series for churches of Christ sold 
nationwide. Need faithful Christian preferably with 
printing and/or publishing experience. Duties 
include overall management of office, sales, writers, 
prepress, press and bindery operations. (Present 
manager is retiring.) Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Send detailed resume to: Gerald Brown, 
Chairman of The Board, Lambert Book House, 
4139 Parkway Drive, Florence, Alabama, 35630. 

National Interior Furnishings is looking for 
representatives. Call toll-free 888-799-7016 for 
more information. 

"Keep Yourself Pure" Series 
If you have a 331/3 rpm recording of 
number 1 and number 2, Keep Your 
Tongue and Keep Your Body (Gospel 
Services, Inc.) that you would like to 
sell, please contact 

Firm Foundation, 888-367-6216. 

We are looking for the older version. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 1 0.5 pt. 

158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 

158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 

Other styles ••• 
Text Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3183 
....................................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 158-134-3175 
....................................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 158·134-3876 ... $24.99. 

Classic Thlnline Bible 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3736 
...................................... $29.99 

Name on Bible ••••••••••...• $4.00Rine 

$5.00 s&h 
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What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims 
by Geo rge W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's 
seemingly harmless surface to reveal a 
rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps 
of worldwide Islamic expansion, and a 
bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction 
and a comprehensive reference tool on 
Muslims- where they started, how 
they're positioned in Ieday's social, 
political, and religious arenas, and where 
they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Terrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Ouran really teaches about 
Christianity, violence and the goals of the 
Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex-Muslim 
and former professor of Islamic history at 
AI-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt, the 
most prestigious Islamic school in the 
world, explains why terrorists do what 
they do. His message is graphic and 
depicts the ruthless realities behind the 
teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Answering Islam 
The Crescent In Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of 
orthodox Islam and examines the evi
dence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic an
swers. This revised edition contains more 
resources and updated information. 
0-8010-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$16.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Mormonism 
by Homer Hailey 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 • $2.25 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$1 5.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-801 0-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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How the Bible Teaches 
By Hugo McCord 

M an is the measure of all things" (Protagorus, 
Greek philosopher, 480-410 B.C.). 
Therefore, "we must save ourselves" 

(Humanist Manifesto II, p. 16). But "a man's way is not 
in himself; it is not in man who walks to di rect his own 
steps" Qer. 10:23). Of "making many books" of direc
tions "there is no end, and much study is a weariness 
ofthe flesh" (Eccl. 12: 12). Only one of those books is 
"God-breathed" (2 Tim. 3: 16), that is, the holy Bible. 
Weariness is eliminated and certainty guaranteed by 
recourse to the one book that gives "to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3): 

Your word is a lamp for my fee t, and a light for 
my path .... The opening of your words sheds 
light, giving understanding to s imple people 
{pethayim, 'ignorant, inexperienced,' Davidson, 
[Pss. 119:105, 130]). 

Though "the mystery of religion" (1 Tim. 3: 16), 
involves some things "unsearchable" and "untrace
able" (Rom. 11:33 ), such as the Trinity or graphic 
pictures in the book of Revelation, yet the plan of 
salvation is so simple that an honest sinner, after one 
lesson, instantly asks, "What hinders my being bap
tized?" (Acts 8:36). 

As regards " the way of holiness" Isaiah wrote 
that "wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err" 
(35:8). As regards " the Holy Way," the NRSV in 
Isaiah 35:8, says, "No traveler, not even foo ls, shall 
go astray." As regards "God's Sacred Highway," the 
CEV, in a footnote to Isaiah 35:8, says, ''And not 

even a fool can miss that highway." As regards Isaiah 
35:8, Franz Delitzsch in his commentary wrote: 
"Whoever walks the road, even simple ones, do not 
go astray" and "Even an idiot could not miss it." 
Thank God, as "you read" you "will understand 
what is the will of the Lord" (Eph. 3 :4; 5:17). 

The w ill of the Lord comes to us in three ways: 

Direct Commands 
In ages past the Lord gave commandments to Adam, 
to Noah, to Abram, to Moses, and to the prophets 
(Gen. 2:16-17; 6: 14; 12:1-3; Deut. 6:4-9; Acts 3:21), 
"but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son" 
(Heb. 1:1 -2). ''All authority in heaven and on the 
earth" was given to Jesus "in these last days," from the 
day of Pentecost, May 28, A.D. 30, when he was "set" 
(Acts 2 :30) o n David's spi ritual throne in heaven, 
until "the end of the world" (Matt. 28 :18-20). 

During all of the time that "the Son of man sits on 
the throne of his glory" (Matt. 19 :28), he has trans
ferred his authority to his 12 apostles as his "ambassa
dors" (2 Cor. 5 :20), empowering them by a baptism in 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5, 8). Their authority is so 
great under the "King of kings" (Rev. 17 :14) that Jesus 
looks upon them as kings sitting "on twelve [spiritual] 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of [spiritual] Israel" 
(Matt. 19 :28). Those "twelve tribes of [spiritual] Is
rael" are "the Israel of God" (Gal. 6 : 16), the "church" 
which Jesus built (Matt. 16:18; Gal. 1:2). 

What the apostles said or wrote was really not 
(continued on page 6) 



2 

Firm Foundation 
Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising and Subscriptions 
J. C. Prophet 

Production 

A. L. Prophet 

"For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of so11l 
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
discerning the tho11shts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creat11re 
is hidden, b11t all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4:12-13). 

Firm Foundation 
Volume 118 Number 8 

Published monthly by the 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269-0192 
Third Class Postage paid at Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: S 18.95 per year 

2 years for $34.00. 
Club rate: $16.95 (prepaid) per year 

in clubs of I 0 or more. 
Congregational rate: S 15.95 per f3mi ly per year 

(prepaid or billed quarterly or yearly). 
Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or more 

copies sent to one address, 
$16.95 per year per copy. 

Foreign subscriptions: $28.95 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence and manuscripts to 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P. O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269-0192 
(28 1) 469-3540 

fax (281 ) 469-7115 
had@worldnet.att.net 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advertising, subscriptions, renewals, 

changes of address, and book/literature orders to 
]. C. Prophet 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

(979) 553-3904 • fax (979) 553-372 1 
jprophet@quik.com 

http:/ /www.bible-infonet.org/ 

POSTMASTER: Send address service to 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, T X 77430 

August 2003 
Firm Foundation 

Editorial 

People Under the Word 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he gospels record that at the beginning 
of his ministry Jesus called certain men 
to be his apostles and that they left all 

to follow him (Matt. 4:18 -22). The apostles, 
with the exception of the one "born out of due 
time," were first disciples of John the baptizer, 
who came as God's messenger to prepare the 
way for Messiah (Mal. 3:1). John was the voice 
of one saying, "Prepare ye in the w ilderness the 
way of Jehovah; make level in the desert a high
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way for our God" (lsa. 40:3). He was a fo rerunner for the Christ 
of Jehovah, revealing that in Jesus there is light, life, peace, hope, 
and purpose Uohn 1:14-17). John pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of 
God who is taking away the sin of the world Uohn 1:29). The dis
ciples of John who began to follow Jesus did so with their eyes 
wide-open to his Messianic position. Later, about mid-way 
through Jesus' preaching ministry, they confessed him to be the 
Son of God (Matt. 16:15-20) . 

Jesus' teaching impressed the budding apostles that he was 
more than a teacher. What he taught was grounded in who he was 
(Mark 1:21-24). T he men originally chosen to be his special emis
saries heard his fearless claims w hen at the second Passover of his 
preaching ministry he healed a man at the pool of Bethesda and 
was challenged by Jewish religious authorities for healing (work
ing) on the Sabbath U ohn 5 :1-4 7). 

In defending himself Jesus, 
+made himself equal with Jehovah (v. 19); 
+ claimed to do only what he saw the Father doing (v. 19); 
+was loved by the Father (v. 20); 
+could give life (vv. 21, 26); 
+ Jehovah gave all judgment to Jesus (v. 22); 
+he was to be honored just as Jehovah is honored (v. 23); 
+ the word of Jesus brings eternal life (v. 24) ; 
+ the word of Jesus could give spiritual life to the spiritually 

dead (v. 25); 
+a day would come when Jesus, by his word, would raise "all 

that are in the tombs" (v. 28); 
+ Jesus did not bear witness of himself, but another bore wit

ness of him that he is the Son of God (vv. 3 1-32); 
+John the baptizer had borne witness of Jesus (v. 33); 
+ but Jesus did not rely on the witness of John because he 

Uesus] had a greater witness Uohn 5 :34-36); 



+the works of Jesus- his signs and miracles- witnessed to 
his Messiahship and to the truth of his teaching (v. 3 6); 

+the Father who sent Jesus bore witness to Jesus, but not by 
voice or form (v. 3 7}; 

+ those who do not believe Jesus is Christ of Jehovah, do not 
believe the word of Jehovah (v. 38); 

+the scriptures Jehovah had given through the prophets bore 
witness of Jesus (v. 39); 

+eternal life is in Jesus (v. 40}; 
+to reject Jesus was to reject Moses who wrote of Jesus (v. 

47}. 
The apostles understood from the beginning of their call that 

Jesus was divine. 
The conviction of the early disciples was summed up by 

Martha when she said to the Master, "[T]hou art the Christ, the 
Son of God, even he that cometh into the world" Uohn 11:27}. 

Jesus spoke and did the will of the Father Uohn 5 :30}. He 
spoke what the Father taught him Uohn 8:28}. Jesus said, "For I 
spake not from myself; but the Father that sent me, he hath given 
me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak" 
Uohn 12:49}. Again, "Believest thou not that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? the words that I say unto you I speak not 
from myself: but the Father abiding in me doeth his works" Uohn 
14:10}. 

The church, in the beginning of the gospel, was passionately 
assured that in the fullness of time God had spoken in these last 
days by his Son (Gal. 4:4; Heb. 1 :2}. 

Jesus was the word of God,· "being the effulgence of his 
[Jehovah's] glory, and the very image of his [Jehovah's] substance" 
(Heb. 1:3}. 

The church proclaimed the message that God had fulfilled the 
Abrahamic promise in Christ. To receive the message is to receive 
Christ; to reject the message is to reject Christ; to reject Christ is 
to reject Jehovah (Matt. 10:40; Luke 1016}. The standard was the 
message. To preach Christ was to preach the gospel. "But all things 
are of God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave 
unto us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not reckoning unto 
them their trespasses, and having committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation" (2 Cor. 5:18-19}. 

The new covenant transformed the sinner, and made a new 
creature ... with new values (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 5:17-21}, whose 
very body was a member of Christ (2 Cor. 5:16}. The new crea
tures in Christ were the church of God (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:15-23}. 

The New Testament is the Word of God. The New Testament 
was written in the first century- probably all of it before A.D. 
70, because none of it describes the destruction of Jerusalem, 
which was pivotal. 

The church understood that it was making known God's will. 
Jesus told the apostles the Holy Spirit would teach them "all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you" 
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Uohn 14:26), and would speak to them the totality 
of saving truth Oohn 16:13). 

Inspired writers of the New Testament affirmed 
that what they said was the mind of God because it 
had been revealed to them by the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:6-
13). 

The order of revelation was (1) spoken by Jesus, 
(2) confirmed by those that heard Jesus [the apostles], 
(3) God bore witness to the truth of the new revelation 
"by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and 
by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will" 
(Heb. 2:3-4). 

The function of the Holy Spirit was to speak the 
things he heard from the Father Uohn 16:13), just as 
jesus had spoken the words he received from the Fa
ther Uohn 7:16-17). 

There was a sense of finality about what had taken 
place in Christ. God had spoken finally in the last days 
in Christ (Heb. 1 :2). The church itself came into being 
in response to the announcement that Christ after his 
ascension had inaugurated the last days (Acts 2: 17). It 
made known the mysteries that God h~d reserved for 
it. Because it had possession of the Spirit, it knew 
things the prophets could not possibly have known (1 
Pet. 1:1 0-12), and it was the divine task of the church 
to make God's will known (Eph. 3:7-10). 

The faith had once for all been delivered to the 
saints Oude 3). The finality of revelation resulted in 
the formation of the canon of the New Testament. 
The first receivers of the original manuscripts knew 
firsthand about the signs and wonders that validated 
the writing. "The voice of thy thunder was in the 
whirlwind; the lightnings lightened the world: the 
earth trembled and shook" (Ps. 77:18). The demon
strations of divine might that verified the Law of 
Moses were exhibited in the first century in healing 
the lame, giving sight to the blind, casting out de
mons, and raising the dead. The very same people 
who witnessed these supernatural marvels identified 
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the writings that were to be included in the New Tes
tament of Jesus. The copious copies of the approved 
and accepted writings were the evidence and testi
mony of the original receivers of which was inspired 
and which was not inspired. It was not something 
done by a counsel of mere human authority hun
dreds of years after the fact. 

Notice, the truth was fully and finally revealed in 
the first century, probably all of it within 40 years of 
the cross. The 2 7 books of the New Testament were 
recognized as having a place in the list of Bible books 
by the people who first received the message and 
who witnessed the miraculous signs - including the 
resurrection of Jesus. 

They were people fully committed to the re
vealed word. They understood it be the very word of 
very God, revered it, and insisted that it should be 
absolutely obeyed, unaffected by doubt or uncer
tainty. The Bible and the Bible alone could make the 
man of God complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17). They spoke 
of the "certainty" of the things in which they had 
been instructed (Luke 1:4 ), and i11sist~d that it was 
possible to "know assuredly" that Jesus is both Lord 
and Christ (Acts 2:36). 

A People Under the Word Today 
The church today must be absolutely bound by the 
revealed word. It is the very word of very God. It is 
approved by the Heavenly Father, confirmed by 
prophecy, established by Moses,. substantiated by 
first-century witnesses, and corroborated. by mighty 
works and wonders and signs. 

If the church is to have a proper perspective of 
the word today, it must conform strictly to the sacred 
standard of the incomparable word of the Creator of 
heaven. We dare not turn back from this ancient 
rule; we must not arrogantly dismiss this law - it is 
"the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus" that 
makes us free from the death sin imposes (Rom. 8:2). 

To the extent the church is true to the gospel, it 
will have power and purpose; if it disdains the gos
pel, it is nothing - though it swells and is loud. 

Thank God for the very small remnant that is loyal 
to the word of Christ, because his word is the word of 
Jehovah, and there is salvation in none other. 

Man is confronted by Christ in the word, and his 
response is an acceptance or rejection of Christ him
self. If we accept the word as having this nature it 
will have certain consequences for us. 

The New Testament is a plan or blueprint for 
the reconstruction of the first-cent~ry church. It 



is a collection of propositions or law by which we 
self-consciously measure ourselves. We shall take our 
ease because we have fenced our conduct around 
with commands and prohibitions which exalt the 
one who gives them meaning. 

The horrible reality is that many people dili
gently investigate the Bible, believing that in it is the 
life that is life indeed, but when they find scripture 
that contradicts their preconceived notions, they re
ject the very scriptures they study. 

"Ye search the scriptures, because ye think that in 
them ye have eternal life; and these are they which 
bear witness of me; and ye will not come to me, that 
ye may have life Oohn 5 :39-40). 

Still, it is distinctly possible for the seed to fall 
into good and honest hearts and produce much fruit 
to the glory of God. "Jesus therefore said to those 
Jews that had believed him, If ye abide in my word, 
then are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free" a ohn 8:31-
32). "[H]aving the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints" (Eph. 1:18). "[T]hat their hearts may be com
forted, they being knit together in love, and unto all 
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with a serious disability in early childhood. Learn, 
and grow, from Lynn's child's-eye view of her 
first eight years. For a positive dose of inspiration 
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selection. 0929540360 paperback 
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riches of the full assurance of understanding, that 
they may know the mystery of God, even Christ" 
(Col. 2:2). "Hereby shall we know that we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our heart before him" (1 John 
3:19). 

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, 
do not cease to pray and make request for you, 
that ye may be filled with the knowledge of his 
will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 
to walk worthily of the Lord unto all p leasing, 
bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all 
power, according to the might of his glory, unto 
all patie nce and longsuffering with joy; giving 
thanks unto the Father, who made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; 
who delivered us out of the power of darkness, 
and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of 
his love; in whom we have our redemption, the 
forgiveness of our sins (Col. 1:9-14). 

When the church has all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding it may live a life worthy of the Lord as 
it bears fruit in every good work and increases in the 
knowledge of God. It is what the church ought to be 
-what she must be - a people under the word. 
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Conversational journeys 
and the Word of God 

13 lessons for Women 

by Lynn McDaniel 

If you feel uneasy and insecure about giving an 
honest answer to the following questions, you will 
find Lynn's study a valuable tool as you defend the 
truth. Wha t about the inspiration of the Bible? Do you 
know how it was compiled? How do we know the 
books are authentic and reliable? What are the Dead 
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How the Bible Teaches 
(continued from page 1) 

theirs, for the "words" they used were "by the Spirit" 
(1 Cor. 2:13), words originating in heaven before 
they were on the lips or the pens of the apostles, as 
Jesus had said: 

Indeed I assure you that whatever you bind on 
the earth will have been bound [dedemena, per
fect passive] in heaven, and whatever you release 
[lelumena, perfect passive] on the earth will 
have been released in heaven (Matt. 18:18). 

Accordingly, what the apostles spoke or wrote 
were "the commandments of the Lord" (1 Cor. 
14:37) to "every creature" (Mark 16:16). Jesus 
promised to be with the apostles, not merely until 
they died, but "to the end of the world" (Matt. 
28:20), which means that whatever they spoke or 
wrote during their lifetimes is today just as up to date 
and binding on us as when they were alive. Concern
ing "the faith," that is, New Testament Christianity, 
Jude wrote that it exists hapaz, "once for all time." 
Therefore one is not surprised to read that the first 
Christians "continued stedfastly in the apostles' doc
trine" (Acts 2:42). 

Approved Examples 
Despite the fact that examples approved by the 
apostles had already been approved in heaven, a gos
pel preacher asks, "When is an example binding?", 
and he answers, "Never!" However, an apostle 
wrote, "Imitate me, brothers, and observe those who 
walk in this manner, even as you have us for an ex
ample" (Phil. 3: 17). 

The apostle Paul instigated the appointment of 
elders in Lystra, Iconium, Derbe, and Antioch (Acts 
14:20-23). But a gospel preacher ridicules people to
day for patterning themselves after the first-century 
congregations: "You mean we should have open for
nication and abuses of the Lord's Supper like 
Corinth?" However, it is easy to ascertain what prac
tices at Corinth that the apostle approved and what 
he condemned (1 Cor. 5:13; 11:20-21; 2 Cor. 7:11-
16). 

The apostle Paul was present when the Chris
tians at Troas "on the first day of the week" as
sembled "to break the loaf" (Acts 20:7). Though he 
was in a hurry to get to "Jerusalem on the day of Pen
tecost, if at all possible" (Acts 20: 16), he had stayed 
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"seven days" in Troas (Acts 20:6), apparently waiting 
for the first day of the week assembly of the congre
gation. 

But there were times when apostles themselves 
sinned, disregarding their empowerment by "the 
Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:8; 2:4). The apostle Peter, who 
had received a private vision showing him that Gen
tiles were subjects of the gospel (Acts 10:9-16), and 
accordingly had ordered that they be baptized in 
"water" (Acts 10:47-48), afterward refused to eat a 
meal with Gentile Christians (Gal. 2: 11-12). The 
apostle Paul rebuked Peter publicly for his sin (Gal. 
2:14). 

Yes, it was possible, even for an apostle, to "sup
press (sbennumi, extinguish, quench, stifle) the 
Spirit" (1 Thess. 5: 19). On another occasion Paul ex
tinguished the Spirit when he called the high priest 
Ananias "you white-washed wall!" (Acts 23:3). 
When bystanders told Paul that he had sinned, Paul 
apologized, saying: 
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Brothers, I was not aware that he is the high 
priest, for it is written [Exod. 22:28], 'You shall 
not speak evil against the ruler of your people' 
(Acts 23:5). 

Paul had lost his temper, but we rejoice that he 
gracefully accepted correction. 

Thus it must be said that not even the apostles 
are exempt from the statement that "all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23). 
Only of one person can it be said that he was 
"tempted in everything, though without sin" (He b. 
4:15). And Christians today sin if they spurn heav
enly approved examples of the apostles. To the 
apostles Jesus said: 

He who receives you receives me, and he who 
receives me receives him who sent me (Matt. 
10:40). The one who hears you hears me, and 
the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one 
who rejects me rejects the one who sent me 
(Luke 10:16). 

Necessary Inferences 
Another gospel preacher scorns the "doctrine of nec
essary inferences," asserting that it is "tragic," result
ing in "splits and factions," and that it is "clumsy" 
and "dangerous." Unfortunately, he and others with 
faulty advanced scholastic degrees, have strayed after 
empty talk, wanting to be teachers of the law, but un
derstanding neither what they are saying, nor the 
things about which they are so sure (1 Tim. 1:6-7). 

But God, "the only wise" (Rom. 16:27), says, 
"Come now, let us reason together" (Isa. 1:18). 
When people reason together, inescapable truths, 
not expressly stated in a text, show themselves. 

1. The Existence and Eternity of God. Paul 
taught pagan idolaters that they should necessarily 
infer from "rain and fruitful seasons" that there is "a 
living God who made heaven and the earth and the 
sea and everything in them" (Acts 14:15-17). To 
Paul, God's "eternal power and divine nature" are 
necessarily inferred ("clearly seen," kathoratai), "be
ing understood" (nooumena, a mental act, an infer
ence) "by the things that are made" (Rom. 1 :20). 
Not only is the existence of God a necessary infer
ence from observing the things that are made, but 
also the necessary inference follows that he has al
ways existed, for "out of nothing, nothing comes" 
(ex nihil, nihil fit, a proverb coming down from an
cient times). 

2. The Deity of Jesus. Augustine (author of Con
fessions, and City of God, A.D. 354-430) inferred, si 
Christus non deus, non bonus, "If Christ is not God, 

he is not good." Long before Augustine some Jews in 
Jerusalem inferred that a good man could not de
ceive: "Some were saying, 'He is good'; but others 
said, 'No! He deceives the people'" ijohn 7:12). 
Since all people acquainted with the life of Jesus 
through two thousand years have agreed that Jesus 
was a good man, the necessary inference is that his 
claim is true: "I said, 'I am the Son of God'" ijohn 
10:36). 
Also, the gospel of Matthew alone records 4 2 quota
tions from the Old Testament cited by Jesus as he 
taught among the people. "The Jews were aston
ished, saying 'How does one who has never learned 
know letters?"' ijohn 7:15), and "Is not this the 
carpenter's son?" (Matt. 13 :55). The knowledge of 
the unschooled "carpenter" (Mark 6:3) leads to the 
necessary inference that Jesus was divine. 

3. The God-breathed scriptures. The Bible af
firms that the scriptures were divinely inspired (2 
Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20-21), but how do we know 
that it is telling the truth? We know it by a necessary 
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inference because only the possessor of divine 
knowledge can predict the future. The Bible, alone 
among all books, unerringly foretold hundreds of 
years in advance the coming of the Messiah. Three 
hundred and thirty-two Old Testament predictions 
of Christ have been counted (Floyd E. Hamilton, 
The Basis of the Christian Faith: New York: Harper 
& Brothers, 1946). That chance would settle all 
these on one man is one over 84 plus 97 ciphers. 
That astonishing mathematical fraction leads to the 
necessary inference that the Bible is God-breathed. 

4. An animal sacrifice. To say that Cain's sacri
fice was rejected because it was not costly is an infer
ence (Gen. 4: 1-7), but not a necessary one. To say 
that God gave a command both to Cain and to Abel 
to bring an animal sacrifice, though not specifically 
mentioned in the Scripture, is a necessary inference, 
for Abel's sacrifice was by "faith" (Heb. 11:4) and 
"faith comes by hearing, and hearing by he word of 
God" (Rom. 10:17). 

5. Inherited sin. Nowhere does the Bible say that 
children are born pure and sinless, but such is a nec
essary inference from Jesus' words: "Permit the little 
children to come to me, and do not forbid them, for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 19:14). 

6. Believer's baptism. Nowhere does the Bible 
say that one must be old enough to believe before 
being baptized. But teaching must precede baptism: 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them" (Matt. 28:19). If teaching must precede bap
tism, it is a necessary inference that infants are not 
scriptural subjects for baptism. 

8 

7. Immersion. Since baptism requires a burial 
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(Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12), an unavoidable implication is 
that immersion is necessary. 

8. Preaching jesus includes preaching baptism. 
The Bible does not say that preaching Jesus includes 
preaching baptism, but since a man who had never 
heard of baptism asked for it after he had heard a 
sermon on "Jesus," one infers necessarily that Jesus 
cannot be fully preached without baptism being 
preached (Acts 8:35-36). 

9. In and out of grace. The Bible does not say 
that one "fallen from grace" (Gal. 5:4) has been in 
grace, but since one cannot fall out of something un
less he has been in that something, it follows that the 
Galatian Christians who fell out (ek) of grace had 
been in grace. 

10. No women preachers. Not because men are 
more important than women, but because the God 
of all wisdom planned for men to be leaders and 
women to be helpers of the men (Gen. 2:18), the 
necessary inference is that women preachers are not 
in God's plan. 

11. No women elders. Since every elder must be 
"the husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 3:2), the neces
sary inference is that a woman cannot qualify. 

12. No women deacons. Since every deacon must 
be "the husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 3:12), the nec
essary inference is that a woman cannot qualify. 

13. No nicotine or other non-prescription drugs. 
God has not given a direct command forbidding to
bacco and other non-prescription drugs, but since a 
Christian's body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 
Cor. 6:19-20), the necessary inference follows that 
body abuse is sinful. 

14. Gambling. The Bible does not forbid Chris
tians buying lottery tickets and putting money in slot 
machines, but since it commands them to "maintain 
good works" (Titus 3:14; Eph. 4:28), the necessary 

45th Anniversary 
Dineswille Chureh of Christ 

We would like to welcome all of you to join 
us on October 19 for a day of worship and fel
lowship and for our gospel meeting continu
ing through Wednesday the 22. 

We are especially interested in reaching the 
military families who worshiped with us while 
serving at Ft. Stewart, Georgia. 

P.O. Box 564 • Hinesville, GA 31310 
912187&-2816 

Email at hnvlcofc@clds.net 



inference is that Christians will abstain. 
15. Dancing. The Bible does not forbid Christian 

boys and girls intertwining themselves in dancing, but 
since such behavior, among red-blooded young 
people, easily leads to mental and physical fornica
tion, the necessary inference is that Christians will 
abstain. 

16. Goodness and salvation. The Bible does not 
say that a good man unbaptized will be lost. How
ever, since Cornelius was a good man (Acts 10:2) but 
unsaved (Acts 11:14) until his baptism in "water" 
(Acts 10:47-48), one has to infer that goodness alone 
will not save a person. 

17. Conscience and salvation. The Bible does not 
say that a good conscience is insufficient to save a 
sincere person. However, since Paul with a "good 
conscience" (Acts 23: 1) was the "chief of sinners" (1 
Tim. 1: 15), one has to infer that something besides a 
good conscience is required for salvation. 

18. Marriage and divorce. When a divorce occurs 
because of fornication, the necessary inference from 
Jesus' words (Matt. 19:9} is that only the innocent 
spouse may remarry. 

19. The finality of the New Testament. Since "the 

Brown 
Trail 

faith" was committed "once for all time" (hapax, 
Jude 3) to the saints in the first century, and since the 
saints at that time received "all things that pertain to 
life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3 ), the necessary infer
ence is that nothing new by way of a revelation or 
communication has come from God since the last 
word of the New Testament (Rev. 22:18-19) was 
written. 

20. The resurrection. Jesus himself, in a debate 
with "the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrec
tion" (Matt. 22:33 ), drew an inference from the 
tense of the verb in Exodus 3:6, "I am," not "I was," 
to prove that the dead will be raised (Matt. 22:32). 

If God had said to Moses "at the thorn-bush" 
(Mark 12:26-27) in 1446 B.C. "I was the God of 
Abraham 330 years ago (1776-1446 B.C.), and I was 
the God of Isaac 225 years ago (1671-1446 B.C.), 
and I was the God of Jacob 198 years ago (1644-
1446 B.C.) before they died," using the past tense 
"was," then there is no resurrection. 

But God said to Moses, "I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob" (Exod. 3 :6}, using the present 
tense "I am," thus saying that "after all these years I 
still am their God." Jesus said that he was speaking 
of "the resurrection of the dead" (Matt. 22:31). 
Therefore, God "is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living" (Matt. 22:32), and "all people are alive to 
him" (Luke 20:38). Thus Jesus believed that one of 
the ways that the Bible teaches is by a necessary in
ference. 
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(We continue our reproduction of the esteemed brother Hugo McCord's study of the book of Revelation, first 
published in a booklet entitled, The Royal Route of Revelation. Read, be edified, and enjoy.) 

1'Worthy Art Thou" Lesson 7 
By Hugo McCord 

J
ohn's heavenly vision (Rev. 4 -5) allowed him to 
see a throne surrounded by an emerald (rich 
green) rainbow. Seated on the throne was the Al
mighty, refl ecting the colors of a sardius (brown

ish-red) stone and of a jasper (biblical jasper is be-
lieved to be dark green) stone. In front of the throne 
were seven lamps (flambeaus) representing the seven 
Spirits of God, and a glassy sea. Also, twenty-four 
other thrones were the seats of white-garmented and 
golden-crowned elders (elder ones). They were not 
cited as among the redeemed (7:13; 14:3), but one of 
them told John who the redeemed were. John also 
saw four living creatures, who probably were cherubs 
(cf. Gen. 3 :24; Ezek. 1; 10), one with the appearance 
of a lion, another of a calf (or ox), a third with a hu
man face, and the fourth like an eagle in flight. Each of 
the living creatures had six wings and each was full of 
eyes, and none ever rested from his singing: Holy, 
holy, ho ly is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and 
who is and who is to come. 

That w hich is holy is dedicated, set apart, sancti
fied . Certain ly one great purpose to which the holy 
God has set himself apart is to save sinners (Rom. 
5 :5-8). The word Lord simply suggests that God is 
the master of all things. The word God means the 
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one to be reverenced, to be worshiped, while the 
word Almighty points to the one who holds all things 
in his control. The clauses, "who was and who is and 
who is to come," point clearly to his eternity. If heav
enly beings are rejoicing unceasingly that there is one 
to be worshiped who is so holy, so powerful, so time
less, how much more should weak mortals? 

Worshiping the Creator 
Then John saw the elders place their crowns before 
God's throne, and worship him in song: "Worthy are 
you, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory and 
the honor and the power: for you created all things, 
and because of your will they came to be, and were 
created." 

Since out of nothing, nothing comes, every hu
man being should realize that he would not be in ex
istence except for God's foresight and creation. He 
thought that each of us could be worth something in 
h is plans. 

Why is God the worshipful being? The one wor
thy to receive all glory and honor? Simply because he 
is the creator. In him we live and move and have our 
very being, and without him we could not be in ex
istence. Everybody who loves life will want to vener
ate him and show appreciation. 

But alas, something more is needed. Being alive 
is marvelous, but one can end up in a place called 
hell. Being alive in torment will be no blessing; it will 
be worse than if one had not been born at all (cf. 
Matt. 28:24)1 What is the determining factor be
tween eternal happiness and eternal misery? In one 
word, sin is the differential. 

It was loving grace that created us, and that same 
love, by long range vision, saw that we as his crea
tures would besmirch ourselves in sin's blackness, 
rendering ourselves unworthy for heaven. A solution 
to our sin problem, more important than his creating 
us, must be found by the God of all grace. Alive by 
h is mercy we were to be, but sinners condemned and 
helpless! 



The Solution to Sin 
A little book, a scroll, fastened with seven seals, in 
the hand of the Almighty seated on the throne, ap
parently held the answer to man's urgent need. John 
heard a strong angel asking a question, Who is of 
worth to open the scroll and to break its fasteners? 
However, no one on the earth, under the earth, or in 
heaven, as it appeared, was able to open the book. 
John from Patmos thought the matter was hopeless, 
and the old man began to cry. Then one of the older 
ones reassured the saintly apostle, saying, Do not be 
weeping, for there is someone worthy; there is a con
queror! Look, he commanded John, upon the lion of 
the tribe of Judah (cf. Gen. 49:9), the king of ani
mals. Someone from the tribe of Judah would have 
conquering power! 

But how could this be? Judah in person had been 
a rascal. He had wanted to kill Joseph, and did have 
a part in selling him. Judah committed adultery with 
his own daughter-in-law. But, thank God, he lived 
long enough to overcome selfish indulgence. His dis
position so changed from selfishness that he was 
willing to become a bondman forever to keep tears 
off his old father's face. Judah truly became a prince 
(1 Chron. 5 :2), prevailing above his .brothers (cf. 
Gen. 49:10; Heb. 7:14). His character had become 
unimpeachable, and as unconquerable as a lion. Now 
he was worthy to be a progenitor of lion-like David, 
and he in turn to be the ancestor of Jesus, the root of 
David. Great promises (2 Sam. 7:16; Luke 1:32-33) 
made to David were fulfilled in Jesus, the lion of 
Judah. This mighty descendant, in the world's most 
crucial struggle, overcame the devil, entering into 
the house of the strong man, and binding him (Matt. 
12:29). In this way he brought to naught him who 
had the power of death, that is, the devil (Heb. 
2:14). Jesus as a conquering lion destroyed death 
and brought life and immortality to light through the 
Gospel (2 Tim. 1:1 0). The king of beasts, the type of 
the mighty Christ, had prevailed. Thanks be to God 
who gave us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor. 15 :57). He now has the keys of death 
and of Hades (Rev. 1:18). He has led captivity cap
tive, and has distributed gifts to men (Eph. 4:8). 

The Lion and the Lamb 
But when John looked to see the all-conquering lion, 
lo! He saw a lamb, and one that had had a death 
stroke! How could a lamb help the situation? Could 
a non-resisting lamb be a conqueror? Human wis
dom fails, and can see no way. But the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
greater than man's strength. How great are his judg
ments, and his ways past finding out! In his wisdom 
it is revealed that by way of the lamb's submission to 
death could come an all-conquering power. By his 
being first a lamb he could become a lion in author
ity over death. The way of the crown is preceded by 
the way of the cross. The way to the top begins down 
below. He must work his way up. So he became the 
lowliest of the lowly, non-resistant to evil, submissive 
as a lamb. By dying and entering into death's domain 
he could effectively challenge death's sovereignty. 
He won by losing; he gained by giving up. A lamb, 
surprises of surprises in John's vision, is fit to walk to 
the throne and to take the little scroll and to break its 
seals! 

The inscrutable purpose and plan of God had 
been hinted eight centuries before by Isaiah. The 
gospel harbinger had presented Jesus as the king 
upon his throne, reigning in the tent of David (9:6-7; 
16:15). Then the prophet presented him as the suf
fering servant cut off from the land of the living 
(53:8). How could Isaiah predict Jesus both as a 
reigning monarch and as a dead servant? Isaiah likely 
personally did not understand such a paradox. But 
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we now can understand the reversal. By God's holy 
plan the suffering servant was able to overcome and 
so to sit on David's throne, to order it and to estab
lish it with justice and judgment henceforth and for
ever! 

A New Song 
With heaven's plan finally revealed, it is no wonder 
that the elders and the living creatures combined 
their two choruses, falling down before the lamb, 
and sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the 
book, and to open the seals; for you were murdered, 
and you ransomed to God with your blood men of 
every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, and 
you made them to be a kingdom and priests, and 
they do reign on the earth!" 

Man's sin problem has been solved by the murder 
of the lamb. The purchase price for redemption from 
guilt is the blood. Faith, repentance, confession, bap
tism, a faithful life, all these are appropriating powers, 
but nothing except the blood can ransom sinners from 
sin. Now, with release from sin's shackles, people of 
all nations again can lift their heads and smile. They 
are kings and priests, able to approach the holy God, 
reigning on the earth. Some manuscripts say they shall 

reign, while others say .they are doing it now. And they 
are! Saved men are kings! Independent of the devil, 
and slaves to nobody. They do not let sin reign in their 
mortal bodies, but they are kings over their bodily 
lusts (Rom. 6:14). And the fact that they will reign in 
heaven forever and ever (2 Tim. 2:13; Rev. 22:5) does 
not change the fact that they are now reigning on the 
earth. 

Then, after John heard two combined choruses 
praise the worthy lamb, uncounted angels sang to 
him also: "The lamb is worthy, the one that has been 
killed, worthy to receive the power, riches, wisdom, 
might, honor, glory, and blessing!" 

The worship scenes in heaven envisioned by 
John were climaxed when the three choruses were 
joined by every created thing in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and on the sea in a song of trib
ute both to the lamb, and to the creator of the uni
verse: To him who sits on the throne, and to the 
lamb, be the blessing, the honor, the glory, the do
minion, for always! 
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Do Not Be Like Your Fathers 
and Your Brethren 

By Robert Ball, D.Min., Ph.D. 

I f we notice any pattern in the history of the Israel
ites during the period of the divided kingdom it 
is that they have their spiritual ups and downs. 

We may also observe that they were inclined to follow 
the reigning king's lead in this regard. This resulted in 
their frequent refusal to heed the word of God that 
was proclaimed to them by his prophets (e.g. Amos 
7:12-13; Ezek. 3:4-9; Jer. 5:30-31; 6:16-17; Isa. 
30:8-11). 

The kings of Israel (the northern kingdom) were 
more consistent than the kings of Judah (the south
em kingdom) in that all of its kings (every single one 
of them) did evil in the sight of the Lord God of Is
rael. Judah had many kings who did evil in the sight 
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of the Lord as well, but it also had some good kings 
who did right in God's sight. Two examples of kings 
who did right in God's sight are Hezekiah (2 Kings 
18:1-20:21) and Josiah (2 Kings 22:1-23:30). 

Hezekiah restored temple worship in Jerusalem 
(2 Chron. 29:20-36). He also sent runners through
out Judah and Israel with letters from him urging the 
people to return to the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel. He sent letters saying they should come to 
the temple in Jerusalem and keep the Passover to the 
Lord God of Israel (2 Chron. 30:1-20). 

It was in these letters that Hezekiah says some
thing that I believe is important for God's people to 
remember. There is a lesson that Christians today 



may learn from H ezekiah' s words and it is an en
couraging lesson. H e said, ''And do not be like your 
fathers and your brethren, who trespassed against 
the Lord God of their fathers, so that he gave them 
up to desolation, as you see" (2 Chron. 30:7). 

As I read this verse of scripture, I thought about 
the Lord's church today. The church is a great broth
erhood, and we are to love it (1 Pet. 2: 17). Many of us 
who love the Lord and his church are concerned about 
the direction in which some congregations are being 
led. It is evident to anyone who can read the Bible with 
an honest, unbiased heart that error is being taught 
and accepted by many in our brotherhood. There are 
indeed false teachers among us (2 Pet. 2: 1). 

Surely each of us will agree that it would be won
derful if false teachers were never among God's 
people. But the Bible clearly teaches that they will 
enter in among us. The fal se teachers among God's 
people today are not the first to occupy this place. 
Neither is it the first time some of God's people have 
chosen to hear and believe the message of such teach
ers. H ezekiah asks the Israelites not to be like their 
fathers and brethren who had listened to false proph
ets and turned from God's law. In his plea Hezekiah 
also mentioned some of the forefathers who had lived 
faithful to God. He mentioned Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel (2 Chron. 30:6). We, too, can find strength and 
encouragement from those in the past who chose to 
remain faithful to Christ even in the face of great trials 
brought about by false doctrine. 

As much as we regret anyone's decision to leave 
"the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints" Uude 3 ), we may find encouragement in the 
fact that there are also those who choose to abide in 
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it. Jesus said, "If you abide in my word, you are my 
disciples indeed" Uohn 8:3 1). 

As much as it pains us to see brothers and sisters 
in Christ depart from the faith, it should not sur
prise us that some do. According to Paul, the Holy 
Spirit said it would happen. "Now the Spirit ex
pressly says that in latter times some will depart 
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, hav
ing their own conscience seared with a hot iron" (1 
Tim. 4: 1-2). Paul was informing Timothy of what 
would happen later in his lifetime. It happened in 
the days of Timothy just as the Bible prophesied 
(e.g. H eb. 6:4-6), and it continues to happen in the 
church today. 

My point is simply this, let us pray for the church 
everywhere, making request of the heavenly Father 
that our brothers and sisters in Christ will choose to 
abide in the faith. But let us also find comfort and 
encouragement that even if some choose to depart 
from the faith, all will not. Let us not be like our fa
thers (i.e. Christians of the past) and brethren (i.e. 
Christians today) w ho choose to depart from the 
faith. Let us rather be like our fathers and brethren 
who choose to abide faithful to the Lord's way. 
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Sinner's Prayer 
By Sidney Capshaw 

W:ile walking in the hallways at a large hos
ital, I saw a number of small sheets of 

paper on many of the tables. Upon reading 
one, I found it was a short prayer that was titled 
"God's Plan for Your Salvation." 

It read as follows: 
Dear Jesus: 
I know I have sinned and I am really sorry for 

those sins. 
I believe that you died on the cross in my place 

and took the punishment I deserved. 
I invite you to come live in my life and be my 

Savior and Lord. 
Please forgive all of my sins, and give me your 

gift of eternal life. 
Thank you for loving me enough to die for me. 
In Jesus name, 
AMEN 
(If you prayed this prayer and really meant it, 
you are now a member of God's family.) 

The scriptures given are from the book of Ro
mans (Rom. 3:23, 6:23, and 5:8). 

Romans 6:3-6 says: 
Or do you not know that, as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just has Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa
ther, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. For if we have been united together in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be 
in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, 
that our old man was crucified with Him, that 
the body of sin might be done away with, that 
we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

The "Sinner's Prayer," claims that initial salva
tion comes to the alien sinner by faith and prayer -
before and without further works of obedience (in
cluding being baptized into Christ Jesus and his 
death). Whereas the Holy Spirit, by the mouth and 
pen of Paul, says that the "old man of sin" is done 
away in the water of baptism (presupposed, of 
course, by faith and repentance). 

In the New Testament there is no command, ex
ample, or inference that a prayer such as the 
"Sinner's Prayer" is God's plan of salvation, and will 
save you from your sins, give the gift of eternal life, 
or make you a member of God's family. 
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The Bible does not teach salvation by faith only. 
Sometimes the proponents of this view will speak of 
Salvation coming at the point in which they "invite 
Christ into their heart." This is the doctrine of all de
nominations affiliated with either the Protestant or 
the Anglican Reformation. 

To be saved we must have faith ijohn 3:16; Heb. 
11:6); repent (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30); confess Jesus 
as Lord (Rom. 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32-33); and be 
baptized to put away the old man of sin (Rom. 6:3-
6). It is at the point of baptism that our sinful human 
spirit is born of water ijohn 3:5). 

We need to examine the conversion of the 
apostle Paul. He was met on the road to Damascus 
by the Lord (Acts 22:6). He relates in the next few 
verses the conversation between the Lord and him
self. In Acts 22: 10 he asked the Lord "What shall I 
do Lord?" If we review what had happened, we find 
that Paul had seen the Lord. He had developed faith. 
He had confessed the Lord and had a penitent heart. 
We find his faith was not sufficient, but he would be 
told in Damascus what he needed to do. Ananias told 
him in Acts 22:16: "And why are you waiting? Arise 
and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord." Paul's sins were still present 
as his faith had not removed them. Faith alone does 
not remove our sins. 

According to the New Testament we are not 
saved by faith only, repentance only, confession only, 
or baptism only, but by all of these. 

Salvation is only in Christ (Acts 4: 12). "For you 
are all Sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For 
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ" (Gal3:26-27). 
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Forgiveness Under the Old Testament 
By Stephen Wiggins 

One brother recently posed the question, "Was 
there forgiveness under the Old Testa
ment?" Another answered, "Yes, there was 

forgiveness under the old law. This is apparent by the 
very language of the biblical text." At this point Psalm 
51:2 was quoted wherein David voices a plea for God 
to "Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin." Does not this statement in
dicate that the inspired spokesman believed forgive
ness was attainable under the law to which he was 
amenable to God? 

And what should one conclude in regard to the 
annual Day of Atonement wherein the high priest 
entered the holy of holies to make amends for the 
sins of Israel? "For on this day shall atonement be 
made for you, to cleanse you; from all your sins shall 
ye be clean before Jehovah" (Lev. 16:30). This 
atonement from sin is later reflected by the Psalmist 
in picturesque terms. '~ far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from 
us" (Ps. 103: 12). 

It is essential, however, that the responsible stu
dent take into consideration the totality of God's rev
elation when contemplating any biblical topic. Since 
the New Testament scriptures complete God's in
spired record, one would be amiss not to consult this 
latter revelation. There are at least three New Testa
ment passages which convey pertinent information 
necessary to derive an accurate answer concerning the 
question of forgiveness under the old law. Following 
are reflections upon each of these passages: 

1. Hebrews 10:1-4. Here the writer clearly states, 
"it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats 
should take away sins." The author argues that if 
those animal sacrifices could "make perfect them 
that draw nigh," cleansing them to the extent that 
they had "no more consciousness of sins," there 
would have been no need to keep offering those sac
rifices on a continuous basis. But with those sacri
fices "there is a remembrance made of sins year by 
year." This annual remembrance of sins is put in con
trast to the provisions for forgiveness under the new 
covenant anticipated by Jeremiah several centuries 
earlier in which God says, "And their sins will I 

remember no more" (Heb. 8:12; cf. Jer. 31:31-34). 
The endless repetition of these sacrifices showed 

the insufficiency of animal blood to remedy the 
problem of sin. It probably never occurred to the ob
servant Jew under the Mosaic covenant to say that 
the Day of Atonement involved a "remembrance" of 
sins. He would have rather thought there was an an
nual removal of his sins. But the Hebrews writer 
makes it clear that such sacrifices were never de
signed by God to take away sins. From the divine 
scheme of things such is an impossibility. This is 
made obvious to the Bible student, not from Leviti
cus and the record of the annual offering for atone
ment, but rather from further revelation set forth in 
the inspired comments which the Hebrews author 
offers upon those events. 
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In his excellent work, j esus Christ Today: A Com
mentary on the Book of Hebrews, brother Neil R. 
Lightfoot articulates this as well as any: 

Instead of cleansing, the continual slaying of ani
mals brings to mind the opposite, since in these 
sacrifices there is actually a reminder of sin year 
after year. The Jew might see in the annual 
atonement a day on which his sins were re
moved, but the author sees in it the very oppo
site. So far from remitting his sins, all that the 
sacrifices did was to remind him that he was still 
a sinner. There was a remembrance of sin and 
not a satisfactory atonement. What a wide 
chasm between the two! (p. 184). 

2. Hebrews 9:15. The author says, ''And for this 
cause he is the mediator of a new covenant, that a 
death having taken place for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first covenant, 
they that have been called may receive the promise 
of the eternal inheritance." Here one learns that 
when Jesus died on the cross his sacrifice was a di
vine redemption for the benefit of those under both 
covenants- the old and the new. His death was ret
roactive in its benefits, canceling the sins of those un
der the first covenant that were left untouched by a 
mass of animal sacrifices. "The redemption accom
plished by Christ has retrospective as well as pro
spective efficacy. His atonement avails for the whole 
human family" (F.F. Bruce, The Letter of Paul to the 
Romans, p. 102). 

No one was ever redeemed from sin by animal 
blood. Nor will anyone ever be saved from sin sepa
rate and apart from the blood of Jesus. If provisions 
for remission of sins were adequate under the old law, 
then the sin problem would have been resolved before 
and without Christ's sacrifice. There would have been 
no need for Jesus to die, nor any necessity for the new 
covenant to replace the old. Inspiration declares that 
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"by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified." 
God's design for the law was never to provide means 
of justification. But rather as a "schoolmaster" the law 
served as a guide pointing to the Savior that humanity 
might be redeemed "through faith in Christ Jesus" 
(Gal. 2: 16; 23-29). 

In connection with the two passages from H e
brews under discussion brother David Lipscomb 
comments: 

These passages p lainly set forth that there was 
no final and complete forgiveness of sins under 
the Jewish law .... It is here plainly told that the 
death of Christ must occur for the redemp tion 
of the transgressions that took place under the 
first covenant, that they might inherit the prom
ise of everlasting li fe, showing that they did not 
inherit the promise of eternal life under the first 
covenant, and could not until they were fu lly re
deemed by the blood of Christ (Queries and An
swers, p. 180). 

3. Romans 3:25. The apostle Paul writes, "whom 
God sent forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in 
his blood, to show his righteousness because of the 
passing over of the sins done aforetime, in the forbear
ance of God." Of significance is the term translated 
"passing over" (paresin), which occurs only here in 
the New Testament. It denotes God's passing by the 
sins committed previous to the propitiatory sacrifice 
of Christ in contrast to a sending away or remission of 
those sins. "This by-passing is not to be equated with 
remission. Suspension is not equivalent to forgive
ness" Uohn Murray, Epistle to the Romans, p. 119). 

Combining thoughts pertaining to the passages 
discussed from both the epistles of Hebrews and Ro
mans brother Guy N. Woods comments: 

The 'forgiveness' offered by means of the sacri
fices of the Old Testament were both provisional 
and temporal. Provisional in that they were effi
cacious only as they rypified the ultimate sacrifice 
at Calvary; and temporal, in that there was a rec
ognition of obligation and consequently an 
awareness of the imperfect character of the offer
ings in the fact that they had to be repeated year 
by year .... The apostle thus makes it clear that the 
people were aware that the 'blood of bulls and 
goats' could not abso lve them of sin and their 
conscience did not permit them to disregard these 
offerings each year. The penalry was lifted -
pretermissed is Paul's word for it, (Romans 3 :25) 
- passed over, but not canceled, the sacrifices 
being typical of the death of the Lamb of God 
who alone can take away the sins of the world 
(Questions and Answers Vol. 2, p. 13). 
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Is Your Name in the Book of Life? 
By Albert Gardner 

That is another way of asking ·~re you saved?" 
Often people are unsure and leave the impres
sion they may not be though they have been 

faithful Christians all of their lives. We must never be 
unaware of the possibility that we can fall away, for we 
are given fair warning in many verses. 

"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). "Take heed, breth
ren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). 

Though it is possible for a Christian to fall away 
and be eternally lost, it is also possible for a Christian 
to be assured of salvation. ·~nd hereby we do know 
that we know him, if we keep his commandments" 
(1 John 2:3}. We can know when we are obedient, 
and obedience saves (Heb. 5 :8-9). 

However, we must not be too boastful about what 
we have done in obedience, for we can never do 
enough or be good enough to deserve salvation. Paul 
makes this clear in Titus 3:5. "Not by works of righ
teousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost." This apostle fur
ther declares, "For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). 

Our Lord tells us the proper attitude about obe
dience. "So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all 
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these things which are commanded you say, We are 
unprofitable servants: we have done that which was 
our duty to do" (Luke 17:10). 

H ave you heard a funeral where the person was 
"preached into heaven" when you knew they had 
not obeyed the gospel and had not lived the Chris
tian life? But can it be truthfully said at the funeral of 
a faithful Christian, "He has gone to be with the 
Lord. He has gone to a better place"? Paul said these 
very things about himself (Phil. 1 :23 ). He had assur
ance of salvation because he had fought a good fight, 
he had finished the course, and kept the faith (2 Tim. 
4:7). He looked for the crown of righteousness and 
said this is offered to all who love his appearing. 

Paul could also be confident of the salvation of 
others. ·~nd I entreat thee also, true yokefellow, help 
those women which labored with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and with other my fellow laborers, 
whose names are in the book of life" (Phil. 4:3 ). 
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The book of life is God's record book of the 
saved. Of all the places where one could have his 
name written, one must not omit, overlook, or ne
glect the book of life. Many names may have been 
printed in church directories whose names were not 
in the book of life. We may not know, but God does. 
"The Lord knoweth them that are his" (2 Tim. 2:19). 
Being in a church directory is no assurance of salva
tion, but having your name in the book of life is as
surance from God. 

The book of life will be opened at the final judg
ment. ''And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be
fore God; and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works" (Rev. 
20: 12). The books that were opened are the sixty six 
books in our Bible. Those who lived under the Old 
Testament will be judged by it, and we will be judged 
by the New Testament. Each will be judged accord
ing to their works. 

How important is it to have my name written 
there? ''And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. 
20: 15). "And there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are 
written in the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. 21 :27). 

Every person ought to be asking how to go about 
getting his name in that divine book. What did people 
do in the Bible to have their name written there? Look 
at the example of Pentecost. Peter preached a crucified 
and resurrected Lord, and the people believed it and 
asked "What shall we do?" Those believers were told 
to "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 
Three thousand gladly received the word and were 
baptized. These are the ones the Lord added to the 
church (Acts 2:4 7), which is the same thing as being 
added to the Lord (Acts 5: 14). 

When one has obeyed the gospel, the Lord writes 
his name in the book of life. If one remains faithful, 
his name will be in this book when it is opened on 
the judgment day. P.O. Box 146 
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Gospel Preacher Elevated 

D L. Harguess Sr. of Burlington, OK passed 
away June 10, 2003, after recurring health 
problems. His wife Irene survives him as 

well as 3 sons, 3 stepsons, 1 brother, and many 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

He was a faithful gospel preacher for over 50 
years, serving in various states from Texas to Alaska. 
He took special effort to proclaim the truth of the 
scriptures and to build up the local church with fun
damental teachings of Christ. His family, church 
members, and others who have known him will miss 
him. His sons, Tom and Phil, continue to preach, and 
D.L. Jr., has preached and served as an elder. D.L. 
Sr., will be missed, but his efforts will continue as we 
continue in God's work. 

Here is the patience of the saints, they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of 
jesus. And I heard the voice from heaven say
ing, Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labors; for their works 
follow with them (Rev. 14:12-13). Fp 
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What God Did 
By T. Pierce Brown 

T here is a problem with our understanding of 
many passages in the Bible such as 2 Samuel 
12:11-12, "Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, 
and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give 
them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy 
wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: 
but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the 
sun." We do not know that we have the best or final 
answer to the problems, but there are two things 
about these statements that we need to know. 

First, when the Lord says, "I will raise up evil 
against thee," the word "evil" does not mean "wick
edness" but merely things that are bad, such as "evil 
beasts" in Leviticus 26:6. When in Jonah it is said 
that "God repented him of the evil that he said he 
would do" it does not mean that God had planned to 
do some wicked deed to Nineveh, but a "bad" thing 
- from their viewpoint - destroy them. 

But a greater problem remains when we read, "I 
will take thy wives ... and give them unto thy neigh
bor." The only conclusion to which we can come that 
makes any sense is that the scriptures repeatedly rep
resent God as doing what, in the course of his provi
dence, he only permits or suffers to be done. The fo l
lowing scriptures may help to illustrate that point. 

Exodus 22:24, ·~nd my wrath shall wax hot, and 
I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall 
be widows, and your children fatherless." It should 
be evident that God did not personally kill them with 
the sword, although that is what the English lan
guage says. But he permitted it to be done. 

Exodus 34:24, "For I will cast out the nations be
fore thee, and enlarge thy borders: neither shall any 
man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to appear 
before the LORD thy God thrice in the year. " God 
did not personally cast out the nations before Israel, 
but permitted or allowed them to be cast out as Israel 
did his bidding. 

2 Samuel 7 :14, "I will be his father, and he shall 
be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him 
with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the chil
dren of men." It seems clear that when God says, "I 
will chasten him with the rod of men," he does not 

mean that he personally did it, but that in his provi
dence he allowed others to do it. 

1 Kings 22:23, "Now therefore, behold, the 
LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all 
these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil 
concerning thee." This would be very hard to ex
plain if we did not recognize that in the language of 
the Bible it simply means, "He hath permitted or suf
fered a lying spirit to influence thy prophets." Re
member that the scriptures repeatedly represent God 
as doing what, in the course of his providence, he 
only permits to be done. Nothing can be done in 
heaven, in earth, or hell, but either by his immediate 
energy or permission. This is the reason why the 
scripture speaks as above. We may wish that the En
glish translation had made this clear, but as we study 
the various places where it is fairly clear, we can be 
reasonably certain that God did not take David's 
wives and give them to others by a direct act, but 
that he simply allowed it to happen, and foretold 
that it would. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Protestantism has been defined as a "16th-cen
tury religious movement in Europe that set out 
to reform some of the doctrines and practices 

of the Roman Catholic Church and resulted in the 
development of Protestantism." 

The basic teachings of Protestantism were pol
ished and popularized by john Calvin, French-born 
Swiss reformer. He developed the doctrine of the 
Protestant Reformation in his writings, called, Insti
tutes of the Christian Religion (1536). 

Most American denominations subscribe in 
whole or in part to the five basic points of Calvinism 
(Protestantism), which are: 

1. Babies are born guilty of sin and therefore un
saved (sometimes called "Total Depravity"). 

2. God decided before he created the world who 
would be saved and who would be lost (sometimes 
called "Unconditional Election"). 

3. jesus died for some but not for all (sometimes 
called "Limited Atonement"). 

4. The. Holy Spirit, by direct and immediate ac
tion, will overpower the will of those God chooses to 
save and compel them to believe (sometimes called 
"Irresistible Grace"). 

5. A saved person cannot be eternally lost - no 
matter what he does or fails to do (sometimes called 
"Perseverance of the Saints"). 

Calvin, to make his five points easy to remember, 
arranged them into an acronym- TULIP, drawn 
from Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Lim
ited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and Perseverance 
of the Saints. 

According to Calvinism, the newborn are totally 
depraved and therefore condemned ... hopeless and 
helpless. jehovah arbitrarily selected some- but not 
all- to be saved. Jesus died only for those Jehovah 
decided to save. The Holy Spirit makes Christ's 
death effective by bringing (forcing) the elect to faith 
and repentance, thereby causing them to obey the 
gospel. The entire process (election, redemption, re
generation) is the work of God and is by grace alone. 
God, not man, determines who will be the recipients 
of the gift of salvation (see website - http:// 
www.reformed.org/calvinism). 

20 ~~~ound;~~! 

Religious teachers in Protestantism insist that re
demption is by grace only through faith alone. They 
say that it is a matter of the absolute sovereignty of 
God, which makes God the sole actor in all details of 
every human life and the only arbiter of salvation. 
Man is a passive pawn in the unseen hand of a sover
eign God. 

If this is true- it is distinctly not true- but if 
true, then God alone makes all judgments about hu
man life and destiny. Earthlings are puppets without 
purpose, and God is a cruel tyrant. 

Calvinism denies free will for man, and makes 
the human creature a defenseless victim. 

This provokes a persistent debate over grace and 
law. Calvinism says that it is all a matter of infinite 
grace, and laws - rules and regulations - are vain. 
The Bible says that grace brings laws, and willing 
obedience is the key to salvation. That is the pivot. 
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Every one of the five points of Calvinism is 
wrong. Babies are not born sinful. Jehovah is the fa
ther of every human spirit (Heb. 12:9). God cannot 
father a flawed life force, otherwise he is the source 
of evil. God is good (Mark 10:18). ''A good tree can
not bring forth evil fruit" (Matt. 7:17-18). God is the 
giver of every human spirit and at death the spirit re
turns to the God who gave it (Eccl. 12:7). The spirit 
at the time it is given is good - it is pure. If the spirit 
return to its giver defiled, it must be forever rejected. 

God does not randomly -without thyme or rea
son - consign generations not born yet to either 
eternal bliss or eternal torment. The unfairness of 
that is on its face. God looks at the human conduct 
of the living and on the basis of that determines who 
is righteous and who is wicked. "The soul that sin
neth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:20). God is fair. He is 
just. He takes "no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked." "When the righteous ... committeth iniq
uity ... in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall he 
die" (Ezek. 18:20-25). The dictum of heaven is: Do 
right and live; do according to the abominations of 
the wicked and die. That is nondiscrimin~ttory and 
honest. "Jehovah said unto Moses, Whosoever hath 
sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book" 
(Exod. 32:33). 

The New Testament is emphatic is saying that 
since all sin Jesus "died for all" (2 Cor. 5: 14-15). The 
gospel is to be preached to every creature in the en
tire world (Mark 16:15; Matt. 28:18). It would be 
useless to preach the gospel to all if the saved will be 
saved anyhow, and the lost cannot be saved because 
God has illogically assigned them to everlasting sepa
ration. "Whosoever shall do the will of my Father 
who is in heaven, he is my Uesus'] brother, and sister, 
and mother" (Matt. 12:50). It is possible for a per
son to will to do the will of God Uohn 7:17). 

"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And he 
that heareth, let him say, Come. And he that is 
athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take the 
water of life freely" (Rev. 22: 17). 

It is correct to say that no mortal could resist a di
rect action of the Holy Spirit, who is God. No human 
can withstand an immediate spark of omnipotence. 
Since God wants us to choose whom we will serve -
even allowing us to take Baal if we please - he does 
not operate upon us with a power too strong for us to 
resist it. The Holy Spirit revealed all saving truth to 
the apostles in the first century Uohn 16:13). The rev
elation was established as absolutely true "by signs 
and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of 

the Holy Spirit" (Heb. 2:1-4). The gospel is powerful 
(Rom. 1:16), but not so strong that humans cannot 
resist it. "It was God's good pleasure through the 
foolishness of the preaching to save them that be
lieve" (1 Cor. 1:21). We resist the Holy Spirit when 
we resist the saving message he revealed and con
firmed. The admonition is: "Quench not the Spirit" 
(1 Thess. 5:19). 

The Bible repeatedly warns us that it is possible 
for one who was washed and made clean in the blood 
of the Lamb of God to sin and so sin as to be finally 
and eternally lost in hell (2 Pet. 2:20-22; Heb. 6:4-8). 

If we take a clear-eyed look at the TULIP of Cal
vinism, its ludicrous inconsistencies are shockingly 
apparent. Think about it. It holds that a newborn is 
debauched and decadent- a child of the devil and fit 
only for the fires of hell. That God before he made 
Adam foreknew all who would ever live and deter
mined in advance of a single human birth who would 
be saved and who would be lost. The decision was 
made purely on the whim of the Almighty One. He 
sent his son to die only for those whom he has previ
ously selected for salvation. The Holy Spirit then falls 
with irresistible force on those predestined to eternal 
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life, and they are saved whether or not they desire to 
be saved. The person so favored cannot be lost. Being 
corruptible, a saved person has the power to lie, cheat, 
steal, get drunk, commit adultery, and molest li ttle 
children, but none of this will keep him from passing 
through the pearly gates. 

If you look dispassionately at the tenets of Prot
estantism, the incoherence of the teaching is jarringly 
obvious. 

Still, it is the common ground o f the Anglican 
and Protestant Reformations, and most American de
nominational religious groups subscribe to it. 

The pioneers of the American Restoration Move
ment were originally members of various sectarian 
bodies that held to these principles of Protestantism. 
Through a prolonged and diligent search of the sa
cred scriptures, these noble and courageous souls 
studied themselves out of the denominational tangle 
and into the bright light of eternal truth. They were 
opposed, ridiculed, denied, persecuted, and laughed 
at, but truth to them was more important than popu
larity and the vanity of titles, power, and pelf. 

They held their heads high as they unselfishly 
proclaimed the one and only way to salvation m 
Jesus Christ. 

j esus saith unto him, I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Fa
ther, but by me Uohn 14:6). 

And ye shall know the t ruth, and the truth 
shall make you free Uohn 8 :32). 

And in none other is there salvation: for nei
ther is there any o ther name under heaven, that 
is given among men, wherein we must be saved 
(Acts 4: 12). 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved ; but he that disbelieveth shall be con
demned (Mark 16:16). 

It comes as something of a shock to hear the chil
dren of these valiant soldiers of the cross, who at 
great personal sacrifice waged and won a spiritual 
war, asking the church to do an about face and back 
into the morass of Protestant denominationalism. 
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(Here is an article written by a newspaper reporter, and not especially intended to be religious. Still, it gives 
us something to think about, so we reprint it for your evaluation.) 

Men Mostly ''ForgoHen'' in Research 
By Cheryl Wetzstein 

The Washington Times 

Social work literature is biased against hetero
sexual males, leading to "unfair and untrue" 
stereotypes about men and hampering social 

workers' ability to counsel men, an Alabama profes
sor has concluded after reviewing articles in two so
cial work journals from the last decade. 

Out of hundreds of articles, book reviews and 
published ads, only "a fraction - about 25" -were 
about men, Jordan I. Kosberg wrote in an article 
titled "Heterosexual Males: A Group Forgotten by 
the Profession of Social Work." 

Of the studies Mr. Kosberg found about men, 
half were about homosexuals and most of the rest 
were about men categorized as abusers, absent fa
thers, AIDS victims, prisoners, or homeless. 

"Most males are not delinquent, neglectful, abus
ers, AIDS victims, or gay," Mr. Kosberg wrote. Yet in 
the last 10 years, "just a handful of studies at best" 
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addressed "normative issues" of males. 
This creates an "unfair and untrue" stereotype of 

heterosexual males, Mr. Kosberg concluded. It also 
handicaps social workers, leaving them ill-prepared to 
handle the needs of men related to adolescence, fa
therhood, employment, marriage, divorce, and aging. 

The profession of social work should strive for 
genuine sex equity and focus on males "no more, but 
certainly no less," than females, Mr. Kosberg wrote 
in his article, which appeared in the September issue 
of the journal of Sociology and Social Welfare. Mr. 
Kosberg teaches at the University of Alabama School 
of Social Work and heads its doctorate program. 

The two journals Mr. Kosberg reviewed for his 
study were the Journal of Social Work Education, 
published by the Council on Social Work Education, 
and Social Work, published by the National Associa
tion of Social Workers. 

Elizabeth J. Clark, executive director of NASW, 
said Mr. Kosberg's study was "intriguing" but not 
convincing. 

Only general, "impressionistic" statistics were in 
the study - nothing scholarly, she said. 

Moreover, it was a curious choice to include 
published ads as part of the study, she said, because 
Social Work [the journal] merely publishes paid ad
vertisements. 

As for Mr. Kosberg's main premises- that there 
aren't enough studies about men's needs, the few ar
ticles about men are creating a bias against them and 
uninformed social workers can't deal with men's is
sues - Ms. Clark disputes them all. 

"I think there's a lot [of studies] out there about 
men," she said. 

Historically, she explained, "men controlled the 
academic side" of social work- including research
while women did the front-line counseling. This led to 
an abundance of male-focused studies that only re
cently have been matched with female-focused stud
ies. 
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"I think women still don't get enough attention. I 
think there's still tremendous inequity in regards to 
health care, for instance," said Ms. Clark, who has a 
doctorate in medical sociology and a master's in so
cial work. 

As for the argument that female social workers 
can't understand certain men's problems, "we have 
dispelled that, decade after decade after decade," she 
said. 

Female social workers work with many males 
who are military veterans, gang members, prisoners, 
and husbands in troubled marriages, said Ms. Clark. 

Social workers also work with family and mar
riage therapy, she added. "You can't do that without 
working with a couple." 

To author Warren Farrell, however, Mr. 
Kosberg's findings "are just the tip of the iceberg." 

Social work is dominated by women, and a 
strong anti-male attitude says basically that the het
erosexual male is the problem, and the female is the 
solution, said Mr. Farrell, who addressed the issue in 
two books, Father and Child Reunion and Women 
Can't Hear What Men Don't Say. 

Big problems arise when families - especially 
low-income families - come to social workers to re
solve domestic disputes, he said. The family's goal is 
to stay together, "but you can't keep a family together 
when you are trained to view it as solution versus 
problem or victim versus oppressor," said Mr. Farrell. 

In social work, he added, "divorce is usually seen 
as something that victimizes women and that men do 
to women." 

Matt Modrcin, who teaches at the Graduate 
School of Social Work at Portland State University in 
Oregon, also concurs with Mr. Kosberg that "hetero
sexual males are seldom discussed in the professional 
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literature and when they are discussed, a bias is pre
sented." 

Mr. Modrcin further agrees that "social workers 
are not being prepared to work with heterosexual 
males," which is one of the reasons he personally in
corporates men's issues into his class discussions and 
case examples. 

Still, this imbalance isn't surprising, Mr. Modrcin 
wrote in an e-mail. 

Social work historically has been concerned with 
marginalized groups in society and "white hetero
sexual males" have been viewed as being in control 
of most of the resources and power, he said. 

While this may have been true in the past, Mr. 
Modrcin wrote, "there has been a shift over the last 
25 years in terms of where power is located." 

The social work profession should acknowledge 
this shift, he said, and while it need not move away 
from its history of giving voice to under-represented 
groups, it "must also examine how it ignores a group 
of people because of bias or myth." 

(Published Jan. 8, 2003). 
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lnclusivism Saves All Including Satan 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Fread-Hardeman University 

C hangers are big on accepting other religions 
in open fellowship provided they approve 
them as evangelical. They exclude extrem

ists, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, and the usual bodies. 
However, if they harp on being inclusive and not be
ing exclusive (as they charge the church), they must 
logically accept all kinds and acknowledge that all of 
these will go to heaven. The liberal changers relish in 
telling the story of one going to heaven and Peter an
nounces quietness as they pass by a very tiny group 
in the comer and this is the church of Christ. Then 
he says, "They think they are the only ones here." 
This tale provokes a laughter for the liberal crowd. 
But they are inconsistent when they do not approve 
all religions headed for heaven. This also includes 
salvation for Satan. 

A bizarre news account from Tulsa, Okla., should 
cause the "broad-gauged" brethren to consider what 
a pastor is teaching. The Dallas Morning News re
ports that Carlton Pearson, bishop and founder of 
the denomination (High Dimension Church) 
preaches inclusivism. He preaches the doctrine that 
everyone is saved no matter what they do. But he 
does not stop there for he teaches that religious 
inclusiviseness does not exclude salvation for Satan. 
The article states, "It is possible," he says, "that God 
could have made a mistake in condemning Satan to 
eternity in hell." Pearson, a false teacher, said, "Is 
God not big enough to change the devil? I can con-
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ceive of the devil bowing down and reporting to 
God, saying, 'I competed with you, but I was wrong. 
I'm sorry.,, 

The feature article reports that Pearson thinks 
"that it's wrong to believe that a just God would ban
ish souls to eternal fire and brimstone." 

When will the "changers" and community 
churches begin to promote universalism and even the 
salvation of the devil? 

To a Christian it is inconceivable as well as blas
phemous to even speculate that Satan will go to 
heaven. The biography of the devil is sufficient to 
know he cannot be saved. 

'I speak what I have seen with My Father, and 
you do what you have seen with your father.' 
They answered and said to Him, ~braham is our 
father.' Jesus said to them, 'If you were 
Abraham's children, you would do the works of 
Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me, a Man 
who has told you the truth which I heard from 
God. Abraham did not do this. You do the deeds 
of your father.' Then they said to Him, 'We were 
not born of fornication; we have one Father -
God.' Jesus said to them, 'If God were your Fa
ther, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth 
and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, 
but He sent Me. Why do you not understand 
My speech? Because you are not able to listen to 
My word. You are of your father the devil, and 
the desires of your father you want to do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does 
not stand in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 
own resources, for he is a liar and the father of 
it' Uohn 8:38-44, NKJV). 

The Bible being true, the destiny of Satan is 
known as the revelation describes: "The devil, who 
deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. 
And they will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever" (Rev. 20:10). (Note: If Satan is eventually 
saved, then Bible prophecy fails and is false.) 

Beware of Satan and say firmly, "Get thee behind 
me, Satan." 

3 71 Mills St. 
Henderson, TN 38340 
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Nebuchadnezzar to Saddam 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Fread-Hardeman University 

I t is time to read the book of Daniel. Especially 
one should read the first four chapters for it 
records events about King Nebuchadnezzar of 

Babylon. He began his universal reign as a supreme 
ruler in 605 B.C. He besieged Jerusalem that began 
the 70-year captivity of the Jews because of their 
idolatry and unbelief. 

Nebuchadnezzar was the name of three kings of 
Babylon but the most famous one was the son of 
Nabopolassar. He reigned from about 605 to 561 
B.C. He rebuilt Babylon and restored many temples, 
canals, palaces, and other renovations. 

Baghdad, the capital of Iraq, is located on the fa
mous Tigris Riyer, 300 miles from the Persian Gulf. 
It is situated on an extensive plain. Baghdad was be
gun in A.D. 763. For many years it was under Turk
ish rule but in 1917 it was captured by the British. It 
has long been known as a trade center, for higher 
education institutions, minarets and Moslem shrines. 
In 1947, the population was 832,927 but currently it 
has grown to five million. 

In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign, he 
dreamed but forgot what he dreamed. This troubled 
him sorely. Daniel, one of the captive Jews, revealed 
to him the dream and gave the interpretation. His 
kingdom would not last and three other kingdoms 
follow. Then in due time God would build his eternal 
kingdom, the church. 

And in the days of these kings the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom which shall never be de
stroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people; it shall break in pieces and con
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever (Dan. 2:44, NKJV). 

Nebuchadnezzar prompted by his arrogance, 
built a mammoth golden image to his ego. 
"Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, 
whose height was sixty cubits and its width six cu
bits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province 
of Babylon" (Dan. 3:1). Many dignitaries came to 
the dedication. When a decree went forth that every
one should worship the image, three Hebrew men 
refused. This resulted in their being cast into the fi
ery furnace, but they did not suffer danger, and 
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deliverance came to them. The king then promoted 
Meschach, Shadrach, and Abednego. 

N:ebuchadnezzar had a second dream that was 
necessary for Daniel to interpret. It was important 
for the powerful king to be humbled. Daniel records 
his plight. 

And they shall drive you from men, and your 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. 
They shall make you eat grass like oxen, and 
seven times shall pass over you, until you know 
that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, 
and gives it to whomever He chooses." That 
very hour the word was fulfilled concerning 
Nebuchadnezzar, he was driven from men and 
ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles' 
feathers and his nails like birds' claws (Dan. 
4:32-33). 

What effect did this have on the emperor? 
And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding 
returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and 
praised and honored Him who lives forever: For 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And 
His kingdom is from generation to generation. 
Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and 
honor the King of heaven, all of whose works 
are truth, and His ways justice. And those who 
walk in pride He is able to put down (Dan. 4:34, 
37). 

For two decades another ferocious dictator has 
dominated the same country as did Nebuchadnezzar. 
He is Saddam Hussein who has a long history in 
Iraqi as being ruthless. 

Likely Saddam has been delighted to be in the 
likeness of Nebuchadnezzar. One of his soldier divi
sions is called after Nebuchadnezzar. 

The information that follows comes from Tony 
Horwitz in his 1991 book, Baghdad Without a Map 
(Penguin Books). He spent several days in the city 
gathering information. There have been 23 coups in 
Iraq since 1920. Saddam, at the age of 22, attempted 
a revolt in 1959. Mr. Horwitz describes the encoun
ter: 

[ ... ] he [Saddam] stood on a street corner and 
emptied his pistol at the car of a military 
strongman, Abd al-Karim Qasim, who had him-



self seized power only a year before in a bloody 
coup that killed Iraq's royal family. Qasim, who 
was wounded, later boasted that he had survived 
twenty-nine attempts on his life. His luck ran 
out a short time later and he was executed fol
lowing a coup that briefly brought Saddam's 
Baathist allies to power (p. 113). 

When there was a "holy war" the soldiers were 
told if they were killed in battle they would be en
titled to go to heaven. 

Iraq has ubiquitous pictures of Saddam in many 
cities, as some suggest every 100 yards. His face is 
perched "on the dashboard of taxis, on the walls of 
every shop and every office, on clock faces, on ash
trays, on calendars, on billboards at every major in
tersection- often four pictures to an intersection. 
[ ... ] The idea seemed to be that Saddam was all 
things to all people: omniscient, all powerful and in
evitable. Like God. 

Had an Iraqi been heard to tell the following 
joke, the penalty would be death for criticizing the 
president- here is the joke: "There are 32 million 
Iraqis, sixteen million people and sixteen million pic
tures of Saddam." 

Over the radio and television, a tribute to Saddam 
is often sung as follows: 

We will challenge them if they cross the bor
der, oh, Saddam. 

The victory is for you, oh Saddam. 
With our blood and with our soul we sacrifice 

ourselves for you, oh Saddam. 

Old Babylon is 60 miles south of Baghdad. Here 
were 50-foot placards of Saddam on the road. Mr. 
Horwitz reports: 

Just outside Babylon, I came upon the biggest 
portrait I'd yet seen. It showed the president re
ceiving inscribed tablets from a skirted 
Babylonian king, beneath the words 'From 
Nebuchadnezzar to Saddam Hussein' (p. 116). 

A short drive from Babylon was the supposed lo
cation of the Tower of Babel described in Genesis 11. 

What further description was there of the vain 
Saddam? He claimed descendancy from Mohammed. 
Horwitz relates his visit to a museum about Saddam's 
life: 

Beneath Baghdad's war memorial was a museum 
to Saddam's life, including a family tree tracing 
his ancestry to Mohammed, his birth certificate 
and his fifth-grade report card (he scored an 89 
in history, his best subject). Not featured, though 
perhaps more revealing of his childhood milieu, 
is a pamphlet authored by his foster father, 
Khairalla Tulfah, titled: 'Three Whom God 
Should Not Have Created: Persians, Jews and 

Flies.' However, there was a photograph of the 
car Saddam filled with bullets while trying to kill 
Abd al-Karem Qasim in 1959. Saddam was 
wounded in the attack and reputedly dug the 
bullet from his own leg while escaping to Syria. 
A statue downtown marks the site where the 
shooting took place. Iraq was the first country I 
had ever visited that enshrined an assassination 
attempt as the most glorious event in the 
nation's history (p. 115). 

Biblical Conclusions 
After knowing Saddam's history and present antics, 
his end is seen in Proverbs 16: 18: "Pride goes before 
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." His 
pictures and monuments everywhere reminds one of 
the saying, "A fool's name and a fool's face always 
appear in public places." His arrogance matches that 
of his distant predecessor, Nebuchadnezzar. It leads 
to his downfall. 

Paul's dictum is apropos to the current world 
problem when he warned: 

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For 
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of 
the Spirit reap everlasting life (Gal. 6:7-8). 

"There is no power but of God" but civil govern
ment and rulers "are not a terror to good works, but 
to the evil" (Rom. 13:1,3). Civil regimes can be evil 
and fail to carry out their true purpose even as indi
viduals. The principle is yet true that "we ought to 
obey God rather than men" (Acts 5 :29). 

371 Mills St. 
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Potpourri ••• 
W e will start Potpourri with some extraordi

narily good news. Albert Gardner, gospel 
preacher, missionary, writer, servant of the 

Most High has undergone surgery to remove a malig
nant tumor. In a current email, brother Gardner says: 

Dear Ones, 
Thank you so very much for your concern and 

prayers. I know I am at this stage in recovery be
cause of so many prayers in my behalf. I guess 
this may be a final update for the rest of it will 
just require time that will be slow over the next 
few months. 

I am happy to report that I feel good, I mean 
really good. I got a good report from my doctor 
this week. I will go off of blood thinner in two 
weeks. He said I could eat anything that I could 
chew up good. Of course that will mean just 
small amounts each time. I can eat many small 
meals each day. He wants me to take in enough 
calories so I won't lose weight. I have lost ten 
pounds since I came home, which makes about 
28 pounds in all. I go back to see him in six 
months. Things are going good and I expect to 

be able to preach again, not full time work but 
some along. In the meantime I am doing some 
writing. I ask you to continue to pray for me as I 
recover. Thanks. 

Our love, 
Albert and Frances Gardner 

We are filled with joy to know of brother 
Gardner's recovery and look forward with happy an
ticipation to printing articles from him in future is
sues of the Firm Foundation. 

News from the Windy City 
@Earl Davis continues to supply us with snippets 

from the Chicago Tribune, and we continue to look 
them over, pare them down, and give you a succinct 
summary- so, here goes: 

+Steve Chapman (Embracing age-old mo
nogamy, 6/23/03) argues that recognizing homo
sexual marriages is harmless - analogous to saying 
that "sick people often take antibiotics- and decid
ing that if people were denied antibiotics, they 
wouldn't get sick." What Chapman does not seem to 
understand is that we are not talking about the cure 
but about the sickness - a fatal sickness. Practicing 
homosexuality is deadly and we must not give sod
omy the dignity, legal standing, and societal approval 
that homosexual marriage would bring. 
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+ Dennis Byrne (An agenda of deceit from the 
abortion-rights corner, 6/23/03) points out that when 
"Ron Fitzsmimmons, head of the National Coalition 
of Abortion Providers, admitted that he had "been 
lying through his teeth" when he earlier asserted that 
the procedure (late-term abortion) was rarely used 
and then only when a woman's life was in danger or 
the fetus severely damaged" and that the late Mike 
Royko "blew his top." Royko wrote that 
"Fitzsimmons was one of the many pro-abortion 
spokespersons and media dupes who assured the na
tion that almost all late-term abortions were done to 
preserve the health of the mother or because the fetus 
had serious abnormalities." He asserted that 
Fitzsimmons "lied because the truth might have hurt 
the cause of abortion rights." 

+ David J. Garrow (Sodomy case has far-reaching 
significance, 6/27/03), "Thursday's remarkable and 
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historic U.S. Supreme Court decision in Lawrence vs. 
Texas is undoubtedly the greatest legal triumph for 
gay (homosexual) Americans in all of U.S. history." 

+ Cartoon "non sequitur" shows Moses on the 
mountain holding copies of the 10 commandments 
and saying, " ... unless you take a trip to a state that 
has legalized all this stuff." 

Is an Unborn Baby a Person? 
OAt a pretrial hearing in Oklahoma City re

cently, prosecutors announced plans to file an addi
tional murder charge against Terry Nichols for the 
death of a fetus that perished when the bomb he 
helped make eight years ago destroyed the Murrah 
Federal Building and killed the mother, Robin Huff. 

In a central California courtroom, a similar case 
is being made against Scott Peterson, a Modesto man 
charged with killing his wife, Laci, and their unborn 
son. 

These recent high-profile cases and others in
volving violence against pregnant women have raised 
an awareness of fetal homicide laws and expanded 
the debate over whether they might be used to un
dermine abortion rights. 

Adopted in recent years in 26 states, including Il
linois, these laws attempt to deter attacks on preg
nant women by elevating the legal status of their fe
tuses. Under the laws, prosecutors may impose the 
same penalty on those who kill a fetus - a homicide 
charge - as those who kill a person. 

The laws allow prosecutors to file homicide 
charges for the death of the fetus even if the woman 
survives. 

Anti-abortion groups have successfully lobbied 
recently for introduction of fetal homicide legisla
tion in states including Oregon, South Carolina, 
Connecticut, and New York. And Laci Peterson's 
parents this week called on Congress to pass a fetal 
homicide bill introduced recently in the Senate. 

The heightened activity puts a spotlight on a fun
damental question - when does life begin? 

Supporters of such laws assert that the loss of a 
fetus through a violent act is an often devastating 
crime that, without fetal homicide laws, receives 
little acknowledgment or punishment. 

"I think these laws are an attempt to separate a 
woman from her fetus in the eyes of the law," said 
Sondra Goldschein, state strategies attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union's Reproduction Free
dom Project, which opposes fetal homicide measures. 

Connecticut's Supreme Court has ruled that the 

fetus is a body part -like hair or skin -that is shed. 
Anti-abortion groups criticized the court for not rec
ognizing that a fetus is a person and "could have a 
different blood type, and different DNA" from that of 
the mother (Chicago Tribune, June 2, 2003). 

Surprised? 
OA federal judge says it could be cruel and un

usual punishment to deprive a convicted killer from 
getting a sex change, and taxpayers must pick up the 
tab for medical treatment leading to the procedure. 

Mark Brooks, who believes he's a "girl inside" 
and calls himself Jessica Lewis, and is suing the 
Clinton Correctional Facility in Putnam County, 
N.Y., for $500,000 to finance a gender transfer. 

His suit dates back to 2000 when authorities re.:. 
portedly ignored numerous requests for treatment 
such as hormone therapy, electrolysis, breast im
plants, vocal-chord modulation and "genital reas
signment," reports the Albany Times Union. 

Brooks scored a victory this week when U.S. Dis
trict Judge Lawrence Kahn ruled the suit could pro
ceed and that prison administrators allow him to 
consult with physicians about his gender-identity dis
order (WND.com, July 17, 2003). 

Messiah? 
$David Berger's new book, The Rebbe, theMes

siah, and the Heresy Hunter, gives the following star
tling information: 

In a public campaign, groups of Lubavitcher 
Hasidim have declared that their leader, Rabbi 
Menachem Mendel Schneerson - affectionately 
known as 'the Rebbe' - is the long awaited mes
siah of the Jewish people- and this despite the 
fact that Rabbi Schneerson died in June 1994. 
Some of the messianists allow that Rabbi 
Schneerson died, but insist that he will return 
from the grave to complete his messianic mis
sion; others go further, claiming that the Rebbe 
is in fact alive; while still others contend that 
Rabbi Schneerson is not only the messiah, but a 
divine being. 
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In all of this, the Christian motifs are obvious 
and that is precisely what makes Berger furious. He 
denounces the Lubavitcher messianists as vile her
etics, accusing them of undermining classic Jewish 
teaching about the messiah and facilitating Christian 
missionizing of the Jews. 

Conflicts in Courts 
!?>Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore must re

move a 5,300-pound Ten Commandments monu
ment he placed in the lobby of the Alabama state ju
dicial building, a three-judge panel of the 11'h Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Atlanta ruled this month. The 
unanimous decision upheld a lower court ruling. 

Five days earlier, the 3'd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Philadelphia decided that the courthouse 
in Chester County, Pa., may keep a bronze plaque of 
the Ten Commandments that was mounted on an ex
terior wall 83 years ago. 

Renounced Jurisdiction 
t?iThe 86-church Presbytery of Cincinnati last 

month voted 119 to 45 to remove Stephen Van 
Kuiken from the ministry. He had violated the con
stitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) by per
forming same-sex "marriages"; and he ignored a 
church court order to stop. His actions meant he had 
"renounced jurisdiction" of the denomination, the 
presbytery's majority decided. 

The presbytery's decision removed Rev. Van 
Kuiken, 44, as pastor of Mt. Auburn Presbyterian 
Church in Cincinnati, about one-third of whose 200 
attendees are gays and lesbians. Defiant leaders at 
Mt. Auburn say the church will remain "inclusive"; 
though a scheduled wedding of two males was put 
on hold. Some of the church's members told report
ers they will stick with the ousted pastor and leave 
the denomination themselves (World, July 19, 2003). 

Reluctant Dismissal 
!?i Faced with perhaps the worst crisis in recent 

Church of England history, Archbishop of Canter
bury Rowan Williams summoned openly homo
sexual priest Jeffrey John and his advisors to 
Lambeth Palace on July 5. It was for a "Dear John" 
session that lasted six hours. 

The archbishop said he and other leaders had un
derestimated the level of opposition that Jeffrey 
John's appointment in May as a bishop would gener
ate throughout the church and the 70-million-mem
ber worldwide Anglican Communion; the priest 
would have to withdraw his acceptance. Canterbury 
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staff had already drawn up his withdrawal letter. The 
stunned and angry clergyman agreed to step aside 
but said he would write his own letter. 

Williams discussed the case with reporters. He 
praised Jeffrey John and warned that the issue of 
homosexuality in the church can't be ducked forever. 
Somehow, the church must "discern the will of God 
in this area of ethics," he said. 

But former Archbishop of Canterbury George 
Carey, an evangelical, disagreed. He said the Bible 
and church teaching always have held that homo
sexual sex "is wrong," a theme repeated by many 
bishops and other church leaders during the row. 
Carey said he would not have allowed John's ap
pointment (World, July 19, 2003). 

Surprise 
!?>The House of Representatives chose May 1, 

the National Day of Prayer, to have its first-ever 
openly homosexual chaplain give its morning invo
cation. A search of the Lexis-Nexis journalistic data
base turned up not a single news report of the event. 

Steve Torrence uttered the nine-sentence prayer in 
the well of the U.S. House. He is a former preacher for 
the Metropolitan Community Churches, a predomi
nantly homosexual denomination, and now serves as 
an officer and chaplain with the Key West police de
partment. Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen in-
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vited him to say the prayer that day. Torrence prayed 
for justice and equality for all U.S. citizens, including 
"God's gay and lesbian children" (World, May 17 
2003). ' 

1his Is Not a Joie 
OSmith College- the historic women's institu

tion - has amended its student constitution to ex
clude the pronouns "she" and "her." Why? As a news 
story explained, ''A growing number of students 
identify themselves as transgender, and say they feel 
uncomfortable with female pronouns." Chimed in 
the school's director of institutional diversity, "Smith 
College is a college of women, and within that there 
is a place for all kinds of women" (National Review, 
June 16, 2003). 

Marriage 
0 Karnamoni Handsa of Khanyan, India, married 

a younger male- although in dog years, he's actu
ally older than she is. As more than 100 guests 
watched, the 9-year-old girl this month "married" a 
stray 2-year-old dog in a ritual that her family hopes 
will ward off a supposed bad omen. According to her 
Santhal tribe's superstition, the growing of a tooth 
on her upper gum was the result of an evil spell, 
which only marriage could break. 

Karnamoni's poor father could not afford the ex
penses of a normal wedding, so he saved money by 
marrying her to a dog instead of a boy. The marriage 
is one of convenience: Karnamoni remains free to 
marry in the future - even without a divorce from 
the dog. 

Universalist Unitarians 
0 Buddhists, Wiccans, atheists, and humanists are 

all members of a religious denomination not sure 
how it feels about God. 

Unitarian Universalism describes itself as a demo
cratic, open denomination where the nature of faith 
is regularly reconsidered and redefined. Its new 
president, William Sinkford, sparked a controversy 
by suggesting acknowledgment of the supernatural. 

That does not mean a full-blown religious re
vival, but for a church whose members for decades 
have been more comfortable with humanism than 
with Christianity, Sinkford's words are causing a stir. 

Many Unitarian Universalists fear that Sinkford's 
embrace of a "language of reverence" will lead to an 
expectation that members of the denomination 
should join in venerating God (Houston Chronicle, 
July 5, 2003). 

Good Point 
0 Michael Medved points out that R-rated films 

are not popular, nor as profitable as the less sensual 
films. The facts warrant his conclusion. Mr. Medved 
says that audiences prefer entertainment without 
graphic depictions of sex and violence or bad lan
guage when given the choice (World, Apr. 6, 2003). 

Planned Parenthood 
ONewsMax.com's religion editor Mike Reilly 

weighs in on Planned Parenthood's latest assault on 
the Bush administration by claiming that the presi
dent is making war on women. 

If you thought America's public enemy No. 1 
was the threat posed by radical Islamic terrorists like 
Osama bin Laden or their state sponsors like Saddam 
Hussein, you were wrong. At least according to the 
Planned Parenthood Federation, who says that Presi
dent Bush is in fact the greatest threat to American 
women. 

Citing "a wealth of factual evidence to document 
George W. Bush's seemingly inexplicable war on 
women," PPF documents the president's pro-life 
agenda on several fronts, which include: 

+ Reducing Access to Family Planning 
+ Building the Platform to Outlaw Abortion 
+ Redefining the Legal Status of the Fetus 
+ Packing the Courts to Overturn Roe 
+Replacing Science with Right-Wing Ideology 
+ Censoring Free Speech 
PPF is undoubtedly displeased by administration 

support for a partial-birth abortion ban and several 
of Bush's key pro-life appointments, such as John 
Ashcroft. 
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On his first day in office, the 28th anniversary of 
Roe v. Wade, Bush restored the global gag rule on in
ternational family planning assistance. He also elimi
nated contraceptive coverage for federal employees 
in his first budget and closed the White House Office 
for Women's Initiatives and Outreach. 

Furthermore, the Bush administration gave em
bryos new status in the HHS Secretary's Advisory 
Committee on Human Research Protection Charter. 
At a regional population conference in Asia in De
cember 2002, the group advanced the position that 
life begins at conception. 

In October 2001, President Bush increased "ab
stinence only" education funding and named many 
proponents of the practice to various key posts. 

Predictably, PPF is up in arms at the changes, 
warning: "These are not isolated actions .... Together 
they represent a core element of his administration's 
agenda" {Apr. 30, 2003, NewsMax.Com). 

No Sign of Caring 
®''Apatheism - a disinclination to care all that 

much about one's own religion, and an even stronger 
disinclination to care about other people's- may or 
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may not be something new in the world, but its mod
ern flowering, particularly in ostensibly pious 
America, is worth getting excited about .... 

"The proportion of people who say they never 
go to church or synagogue has tripled since 1972, to 
33 percent in 2000. Most of these people believe in 
God (professed atheists are very rare in the United 
States); they just don't care much about him .... 

"I have Christian friends who organize their lives 
around an intense and personal relationship with 
God, but who betray no sign of caring that I am an 
unrepentantly atheistic Jewish homosexual. They are 
exponents, at least, of the second, more important 
part of apatheism: the part that doesn't mind what 
other people think about God" Uonathan Rauch, 
writing on "Let It Be," in the May issue of the Atlan
tic Monthly, as quoted in "Culture, Etc." in The 
Washington Times, Apr. 14, 2003). 

Reptile in Peace 
(~If a dog can be a man's best friend, can a reptile 

be a woman's son? According to a 53-year-old Thai 
woman, the lizard she buried this month was the 
reincarnation of her son who died two years ago. 
When the monitor lizard followed Jamlong 
Taengnian home after her 12-year-old son's funeral, 
she believed her son had come back as the lost lizard. 

So when the reptile died, Ms. Jamlong held a for
mal burial. She even placed a photo of her dead son, 
Charoen, beside the reptile's lifeless body. Hundreds 
of well-wishers gathered for the service. 

Mama's Boy 
{~iTom Snyder of Murray, Utah, is a self-pro

claimed atheist, but he wants to say a prayer to "Our 
Mother, who art in heaven," before a meeting of the 
Salt Lake City suburb's city council. The Utah Su
preme Court this month decided to let him. If the 
city is going to have prayers before meetings, the 
court ruled in a 4-1 decision, then it must allow ac
cess to anyone who seeks it. Salt Lake City ended 
public prayer after a similar ruling in 1993. 

Third Parent? 
!~>A Canadian judge denied an application to give 

a boy three parents. The boy's biological mother and 
father were seeking to "add a parent," insisting the 
mother's lesbian partner was part of a "loving family 
circle." 

The same-sex couple decided to ask a friend to 
be the father rather than using an anonymous sperm 
donor. The man does not live at the boy's home but 



is considered by the lesbians a member of the house
hold. 

The judge, Superior Court Justice David Aston, 
cited Canada's Children Law Reform Act, which 
contemplates only one mother when it refers to "the 
mother of a child." 

"If a child can have three parents," the judge 
asked, "why not four or six or a dozen." He added, 
"Quite apart from social policy implications, the po
tential to create custody and access litigation should 
not be ignored" (WorldNetDaily.com, Apr. 26, 2003). 

Ifill. COM 
$Amid intense debate on "gay" rights in state 

and local governments throughout the U.S., the U.N. 
Commission on Human Rights is preparing to vote 
on a resolution calling on all countries "to promote 
and protect the human rights of all persons regard
less of their sexual orientation." 

The resolution is "a historic opportunity to ad
vance [homosexual] issues in international human
rights law," said the San Francisco-based Interna
tional Gay and Lesbian Human-Rights Commission, 
oriGLHRC. 

A vote on the measure, sponsored by Brazil, is 
expected today before the 53-member commission, 
which is chaired this year by Libya. 

Pakistan distributed a memo to commission 
members on behalf of the Organization of the Is
lamic Conference, which stated the "resolution di
rectly contradicts the tenets of Islam and other reli
gions," and its approval would be "a direct insult to 
the 1.2 billion Muslims around the world." 

Noted activist Phyllis Schlafly, founder of the 
Eagle Forum, dismisses the commission's legitimacy 
altogether. "We don't need to get a moral instruction 
from Libya and Brazil," she said. "It's another reason 
for us to get out of the U.N." 

The IGLHRC said the resolution has the support 
of Canada, New Zealand, and several European 
Union countries. The homosexual-rights group has 
urged its backers to lobby five key countries to put 
the vote over the top: Argentina, Australia, India, 
South Mrica, and the United States. 

The draft resolution presented by Brazil, titled, 
"Human Rights and Sexual Orientation," begins by 
appealing to a number of international human rights 
conventions. It concludes with: 

Reaffirming that the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights affirms the principle of the inad
missibility of discrimination and proclaims that 
all human beings are born free and equal in dig-

nity and rights and that everyone is entitled to 
all the rights and freedoms set forth therein 
without distinction of any kind, Affirming that 
human rights education is a key to changing atti
tudes and behavior and to promoting respect for 
diversity in societies, [the Human Rights Com
mission], 

1. Expresses deep concern at the occurrence 
of violations of human rights in the world 
against persons on the grounds of their sexual 
orientation; 

2. Stresses that human rights and fundamental 
freedoms are the birthright of all human beings, 
that the universal nature of these rights and free
doms is beyond question and that the enjoyment 
of such rights and freedoms should not be hin
dered in any way on the grounds of sexual ori
entation; 

3. Calls upon all States to promote and pro
tect the human rights of all persons regardless of 
their sexual orientation; 

4. Notes the attention given to human rights· 
violations on the grounds of sexual orientation 
by the special procedures in their reports to the 
Commission on Human Rights, as well as by the 
treaty monitoring bodies, and encourages all 
special procedures of the Commission, within 
their mandates, to give due attention to the sub
ject; 

5. Requests the United Nations High Com
missioner for Human Rights to pay due atten
tion to the violation of human rights on the 
grounds of sexual orientation. 

(A noted American thinker wrote a book about 
Slouching Toward Gomorrah. Slouching may be the 
wrong word.) · 
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Modesty 
~iA story in the New York Times interviewed a 

stripper named Lily Burana, who said, that she used 
to find outfits for her act only at "boutiques that ca
tered to the sex industry. "By 2000" - this is Miss 
Burana talking - "I was buying my outfits at 
Contempo," which is a shopping-mall chain aimed 
especially at young people. "The clothes for teenag
ers have become so strippified," she said. 

Eulogy on the Bible (Author unknown) 
!ii Many years ago I entered the wonderful temple 

of God's Revelation. I entered the portico of Genesis 
and walked down through the Old Testament Art 
Gallery where the pictures of Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, and 
Daniel hung on 'the wall. 

I entered the Music Room of the Psalms where 
the spirit swept the keyboard of nature and brought 
forth the grand impassioned strains of Isaiah until it 
seemed that every reed in God's organ of nature re
sponded to the tuneful touch of David, the sweet 
singer of Israel. 

I entered the chapel room of Ecclesiastes where the 
voice of the preacher was heard, and passed into the 

34 
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conservatory of Sharon where the Lily of the Valley's 
sweet-scented spices filled and perfumed my life. 

I entered the business room of the prophets and 
saw many telescopes of various sizes, some pointing 
to far off events, but all concentrated upon the 
Bright Morning Star, which was soon to rise over the 
moon-lit hills of Judea, for our salvation. 

I entered the audience room of the King of Kings 
and caught a vision from the standpoint of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John; entered the Acts of the 
Apostles where the Holy Spirit was doing his office 
work in the forming of the church; passed into the 
correspondence room where sat Paul, Peter, James, 
Jude, and John penning their epistles. 

I stepped into the throne of Revelation, where all 
towered into glittering peaks, and I got a glimpse of 
the King seated upon his throne in all his glory, and I 
cried: ''All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels 
prostrate fall! Bring forth the royal diadems and 
crown him Lord of all!" F 
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welcome this reprint of brother McGarvey's 
bo~k. Brother McGarvey's writings on any 
top1c are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 pback, 79 pgs . ................ .$4.95 

Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and 
challenges elders. A must read for every 
elder. Elders say: "Speaks to the heart and 
soul of the lives of elders. I have not read 
anything more helpful." (AL) "I do not know 
of any other book except the Bible, that will 
help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our 
prob- lems and feelings is accurate. [My] 
~oal ... read this book once a month and every 
time doubt, frustra-tion, disappointment 
hamper my ability to serve." (FL) BKGK01 
pback, 105 pgs ............................ $7.95 

$3.00 s&h for one book • $4.50 for both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

A nswer: The Bible does not speak of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit nearly as often as current dis

cussion of the subject might lead one to believe. The 
noun form of the expression, "the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit," does nor occur in the Bible at all. And, 
there are only three contexts in scripture in which 
the verb form, "baptize with the Holy Spirit," is to 
be found. 

(1)The first of the contexts is in the synoptic 
Gospel accounts of the ministry of John the baptist. 
Each of the first three Gospels records that John 
said, "There comes One after me who is mightier 
than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop 
down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water; 
but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit" (Mark 
1:8; see also Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16.) Obviously, the 
major thrust of John's statement is to magnify Jesus 
(the "mightier" One who is "after" him) over him
self. "I am able to baptize with water, but he is able 
to (and will) baptize with the Holy Spirit." Each of 
the other uses of this expression refers back specifi
cally to the context of John's statement. 

(2) The second context in which this statement is 
used is in reference to the Pentecost event. In Acts 1, 
just before ascending into heaven, Jesus commanded 
his disciples "not to depart from Jerusalem," but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. "For," he 
said, "John truly baptized with water, but you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now" (Acts 1 :4-5). What happened a few days later 
was that the apostles were "filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2:4) . So Jesus re
fers to this event as being a fulfillment of the promise 
that he Uesus) would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 

(3) The last context in which "baptize with the 
Holy Spirit" is mentioned in scripture concerns the 
events which occurred at the house of Cornelius. 

Acts 10 records that while Peter was preaching to 
Cornelius and those gathered at his house, "the Holy 
Spirit fell on all those which heard the word." Those 
with Peter, we are told, were able to recognize that 
the Holy Spirit had been "poured out" on them, "for 
they heard them speak with tongues and magnify 
God" (Acts 10:44-46). The next chapter records 
Peter's words explaining and justifying to the Jews in 
Jerusalem his conduct at Cornelius' house. He states 
it like this: 

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 
them, as upon us at the beginning. Then I re
membered the word of the Lord, how He said, 
'John indeed baptized with water; but you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' If, therefore, 
God gave them the same gift as He gave us when 
we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; who was I, 
that I could withstand God? (Acts 11:15-17) 

Again, then, the expression is used in reference 
to a specific miraculous event, which was fulfilling 
the promise made by John the baptist. 

Nowhere else is the expression found in the 
Bible. No other event is called in scripture a baptism 
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of the Holy Spirit. 
Baptize, of course, means to immerse or over

whelm. What is being said in "baptize with the Holy 
Spirit," is immerse or overwhelm with the Spirit. In 
the two cases to which the term is applied, the per
sons are overwhelmed with the Spirit to the extent 
that they speak by the Spirit even in languages they 
had never le~rned by natural means. 

In each instance, the event is a sign. At Pentecost 
it is a sign to th~ multitude that the apostles are 
speaking from God. At Cornelius' house it is a sign 
to Peter and the other Jews ("the circumcision," Acts 
10:45) that Cornelius, a Gentile, is indeed to be ac
cepted as a Christian on his faith in Christ and obedi
ence to the gospel. 

Although the Holy Spirit is given to every Chris
tian (1 Cor. 6:4), and in some instances Christians 
received miraculous powers of the Spirit through the 
laying on of the apostles' hands (Acts 8:14ff), none 
of this is ever called being baptized with the Spirit. 

Isn't it best, then, to confine the expression to 
those events to which scripture itself applies the ex
pression? 

Work of the Holy Spirit 
Question: What is the work of the Holy Spirit? 

Answer: Just a partial list of the Holy Spirit's 
:works or activities could include the following: 

+He was active in the process of creation (Gen. 
1:2). 

+ He was the agent of inspiration of the scripture 
of the Old Testament (2 Pet. 1:21) and the New 
ijohn 14:26; 16:13). 

+ He confirmed the word of Christ through the 
apostles and prophets with gifts of miraculous power 
·(Heb. 2:3-4 ). 

+ He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment ijohn 16:8). 
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+ He is the earnest of our inheritance, the down 
payment or guarantee that the rest of God's promises 
will be given us also (Eph. 1:13-14). 

+ He strengthens us with might through his 
Spirit in the inner man (Eph. 3:16). 

+ He dwells in Christians with the result that it 
becomes a profanation of a holy thing for us to use 
our bodies, temples of the Holy Spirit, for such a 
thing as fornication (1 Cor. 6:18-19). 

There is, of course, much error taught about the 
Holy Spirit; and much error that is taught on many 
subjects is blamed on the Holy Spirit: "The Spirit has 
laid it upon my heart today to say," and the preacher 
will proceed to say things directly contrary to what 
the Spirit has already said in scripture. It is obvious, 
therefore, that it was not the Holy Spirit which "laid 
it on his heart." 

In view of current error it is important to recog
nize that today all witness of the Spirit, all leading 
and guiding of the Spirit, in short, all communication 
from and through the Holy Spirit comes through the 
word, the scripture which the Spirit has given. He 
convicts the world by guiding the apostles into the 
understanding and communication of the gospel 
Uohn 16:8-13). 

"The Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after 
He had said before" is followed by a quotation from 
scripture (Heb. 10:15-16, quoting Jer. 31:31-34). 
Notice also, "[t]his scripture •.. which the Holy Spirit 
by the mouth of David spoke" (Acts 1:16). 

It is not biblical to deny the presence of the 
Spirit, but it is necessary to recognize that our im
pulses and inclinations are not the voice of God or of 
his Spirit. 
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-Alaska-
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3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
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Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
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@mris.com 
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p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369, 671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776.'Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
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n8-89ss 

878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. -Washington -· 

-Oklahoma- Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ,, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit,.ev.angelist. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
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Larry Thomas, preacher. 
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6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
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South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
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Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 
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Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. minister. -------------------------------
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date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hantback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I E~mandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments In the Decalogue. Each 
commandment Is discussed In light of the 
time In which It was given and Its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the ''liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 
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Texas residents add 8.2S% tax 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit Indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 
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add 8.26" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Contemporary Concerns 

of Christiana 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. •How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
cide? Should people leaving a congrega· 
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 
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the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Rne Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

D-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
't\e"ff • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/••x7l4•x 3/e• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
't\e"ff • Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size 5• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold ••••••••••••••••• $4.00Rine 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Associate minister needed for the 1Oth & Rockford 
congregation of 250 + members under the 
oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
married man with a committed wife to work closely 
with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
resume with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Youth and Family Minister wanted for a 
congregation of 250 with 5 elders, 16 deacons, a 
Jr-Sr High youth group of about 30 and an 
organized elementary school group. Current YM 
has been on staff for 3 ~ yrs. and is leaving for 
mission work. Please submit a cover letter stating 
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resume with educational background, complete 
work history and a minimum of three references. 
Main and Oklahoma Church of Christ, Att: Elders, 
P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, Oklahoma 74502. 
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Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

Preacher Available 
Preacher with partial suppon available. (817) 373-
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For Sale 
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Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Wanted: Manager of established publishing 
company. Publications include Bible class literature 
and yearly VBS series for churches of Christ sold 
nationwide. Need faithful Christian preferably with 
printing and/or publishing experience. Duties 
include overall management of office, sales, writers, 
prepress, press and bindery operations. (Present 
manager is retiring.) Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Send detailed resume to: Gerald Brown, 
Chairman of The Board, Lambert Book House, 
4139 Parkway Drive, Florence, Alabama, 35630. 

National Interior Furnishings is looking for 
representatives. Call toll-free 888-799-7016 for 
more information. 
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What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims 
by George W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's 
seemingly harmless surface to reveal a 
rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps 
of worldwide Islamic expansion, and a 
bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction 
and a comprehensive reference tool on 
Muslims- where they started, how 
they're positioned in today's social, 
political, and religious arenas, and where 
they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Terrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about 
Christianity, violence and the goals of the 
Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex-Muslim 
and former professor of Islamic history at 
AI-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt, the 
most prestigious Islamic school in the 
world, explains why terrorists do what 
they do. His message is graphic and 
depicts the ruthless realities behind the 
teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Answering Islam 
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by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of 
orthodox Islam and examines the evi
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swers. This revised edition contains more 
resources and updated information. 
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Mormonism 
by Homer Halley . 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
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pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
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Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
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0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A . Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.00 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
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in print on Mormon theology compares 
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7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
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The Sheep and the Goats 
By Mark K. Lewis 

I n Matthew 25:31-46, after a rather extended dis
cussion urging man to always be prepared for 
the second coming (Matt. 24:36-25 :30), Jesus 

pictures for us the judgment-day scene. H ere is what 
is going to happen when the Lord comes back again, 
when all have been resurrected Uohn 5 :28-29), and 
the worlds have all been destroyed (2 Pet. 3 :1 0). On 
that day, the Lord will separate the "sheep" from the 
"goats," that is, the saved from the lost. He then will 
tell each why they have procured a certain eternal 
destiny. It behooves us to pay attention to him here, 
for heaven and hell are being distributed, and he ex
plains ~· It is very interesting what Jesus will say, 
and what he won't say. Let us consider each in turn, 
looking first at what he w ill not say, as recorded in 
this account of the Day of Judgment. 

What Jesus did not say. 
The sheep will be told, "Well done," the goats will 
hear, "Depart from me." They both will ask why. In 
his response, Jesus, according to this passage, will say 
nothing about faith, repentance, baptism, the church, 
sound doctrine, marriage and divorce, or any other 
teaching which members of the church of Christ have 
frequently emphasized as necessary for salva
tion. Does that mean that these things are 
unimportant? Of course not, there are many other 
passages of scripture relating to salvation, and all of 
the above are mentioned elsewhere, in some form or 
another, as necessary (see, for example, John 3 :16 ; 

Acts 17 :30; Mark 16:16; Rom. 16:1 6-17; Rev. 2 1:8; 
H eb. 10:25-26). Bur there is something else the Lord 
won't mention, this rendition of the judgment being 
our witness. Jesus w ill say nothing about the cross. 
He will speak nary a word about the love of God, 
grace, the blood of Christ, or anything pertaining to 
his redemptive work. According to Calvinistic teach
ing, that is the only thing that saves a man, there's 
nothing a person can do to be saved, it's totally God's 
work. Yet Jesus will be as silent as the stars on those 
themes when telling the sheep and goats about their 
everlasting future. Does that mean that those things 
are unimportant and have no part to play in our sal
vation or damnation? That question is not even 
worth answering; no one denies that they do, and if 
they did deny it, they would only demonstrate that 
they know absolutely nothing about the Bible. 

What Jesus will say 
So what will he say on that day? Why will the saved 
be saved and the lost be lost? "For I was hungry, and ye 
gave me to eat (or didn't); I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink (or didn' t); I was a stranger, and ye took me in 
(or didn't); naked, and ye clothed me (or didn't); I was 
sick, and ye visited me (or didn't); I was in prison, and 
ye came unto me (or didn't)" (vv. 35-36, 42-43). Sub
sequently Jesus will exp lain this as doing those things 
to his brethren, since he, obviously, is no longer on 
earth to personally serve. These seem, to us, to be 
small things, hardly noticeable. But, beloved, God 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Arsenokoites 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T here is just cause for concern . . . even 
fear. The Wall Street journal, on its edi
torial page Uuly 29, 2003) points out 

that the Massachusetts Attorney General issued 
his long-awaited report, "The Sexual Abuse of 
Children in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston," which alleges that "the mistreatment 
of children was so massive and so prolonged 
that it borders on the unbelievable." 

The WSJ article was written by Harvey 
Silverglare, a Boston-based civil liberties lawyer. It is not surprising 
that this defense attorney comes up with the conclusion that the 
Attorney General of Massachusetts "overreached" and maybe 
overreacted. Still, Mr. Silverglate acknowledged, "There can be 
little doubt that a substantial number of instances of child sexual 
abuse rook place during the 60-year period studied (1940-2000) ." 

The circumstance under which the little children of Boston 
were abused and harmed is amaz ing. Religious leaders were the 
culprits. Defenseless children were the victims. To think that men 
representing themselves to be agents of the man who claims to be 
the Vicar of Christ on earth would use their position to seduce, 
pervert, damage, and discard li ttle boys is ... well ... alarming and 
worthy of sincere contempt. 

And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name 
receiveth me: But whoso shall cause one of these little ones that 
believe on me to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great 
millsrone should be hanged about his neck, and (that) he should 
be sunk in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of 
occasions of stumbling! for it must needs be that the occasions 
come; but woe to that man through whom the occasion cometh! 
(Matt. 18:5-7). 

It makes suspect the widespread claim of the homosexual 
community that they just want to be left alone to practice their 
monogamous, loving, and devoted relationship with same sex 
lovers. T hese father-figure priests were not monogamous, but 
persuaded as many young boys as possible to succumb to their 
lecherous desires. They were not devoted and loving, but molested 
the children and then cast them aside to go lusting after other 
young, vulnerable human beings. 

If "men of the cloth" would behave in so shameful a manner, 
then what would homosexual Boy Scout leaders do at week-long 
camps? We must conclude that homosexuality is not benign as its 
advocates would have us believe, but is malignant and deceptive. 



Charles Colson in one of his BreakPoint commentaries Uuly 
11, 2003) stated the case very well. He wrote: 

The gay-rights movement is advancing like, as one gay activist 
put it, a juggernaut. First, Canada by judicial fiat legalized same
sex 'marriage,' and gay couples rushed to Canada to get 'mar
ried.' Second, in the Lawrence decision two weeks ago, the U.S. 
Supreme Court by judicial fiat struck down the Texas law pro
hibiting sodomy that makes consensual sex a protected right and 
sets the precedent for gay 'marriage.' And third, the Massachu
setts Supreme Court by judicial fiat will likely legalize same-sex 
unions in that state - a ruling that could lead to a domino effect 
nationwide. 

For centuries, civilizations worldwide protected heterosexual 
families because sex, in the natural order of things, is for procre
ation. But since the sexual revolution, we've treated sex as recre
ation, and now people are demanding it like a civil right, and 
they are succeeding. Gay 'marriage' is on the horizon. 

And some Christians believe that the battle is lost. There was 
hardly a protest over the Supreme Court case, one friend told 
me. And he said, 'Face it, Chuck. You can't stop this juggernaut.' 

Oh, yeah? I'm reminded of the Battle of the Bulge in World 
War II. The Allied troops were surrounded, and their situation 
seemed hopeless. The Germans sent a message to the American 
general Anthony McAuliffe, asking him to surrender and save 
lives. His answer lives on in American folklore: 'Us, surrender? 
Nuts.' 

Well, I say we do not rub our hands in despair. I say 'nuts' to 
those who want to give up. Let's roll up our sleeves and get busy. 

There is one thing left that could stop the gay 'marriage' 
steamroller. It's a Constitutional amendment. And there's one 
prepared that says: 'Marriage in the United States shall consist 
only of the union of a man and a woman.' 

I've been a little bit lukewarm to this idea because it's such a 
huge task to get a Constitutional amendment passed, but recent 
events have changed my mind. This is our last, best option. 

The purpose of the Federal Marriage Amendment, according 
to Dr. Robert George of Princeton University, who helped draft 
it, is to take the decision about same-sex 'marriage' out of the 
hands of the courts. The amendment will force the fight over 
marriage into legislatures and the democratic process. 

And we can succeed, if Christians and others who value mar
riage refuse to lay down their arms and go to work. 

Obviously, you need to talk to your senators and congressman 
about getting them to support the amendment. Senate Majority 
Leader Bill Frist (R-Tenn.} has already announced his support. 
There's no reason this can't pass in this Congress. Then it will go 
to the states for ratification, where our work will be cut out for us. 

I don't want you just to make phone calls, however. I want you 
to start educating yourselves and your neighbors as to why het
erosexual marriage is distinct. No society in history has ever 
tried this kind of radical social experiment. It's madness. 

The Federal Marriage Amendment states: Marriage in the 
United States shall consist only of the union of a man and a 
woman. Neither this constitutioin or the constitution of any state, 
nor state or federal law, shall be construed to require that marital 
status or the legal incidents thereof be conferred upon unmarried 
couples or groups. 

We must not be like the foolish people of Jeremiah's day who 
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were "without understanding; that have eyes, and 
see not; that have ears, and hear not." 

The Holy Spirit put it this way: 
Or know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulter
ers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with men, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

The "abusers of themselves with men" 
(arsenokoites) are practicing homosexuals. Please 
notice that God places homosexuality in the same 
category as "idolaters, thieves, covetous, drunkards, 
revilers, and extortioners." It has its place among the 
blackest sins of which man is capable. 

Strong says of this word (arsenokoites) "a 
sodomite, one who defiles himself with mankind." 
Thayers defines the word, "one who lies with a male 
as with a female; a sodomite." 

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia 
says: 

Sodomite . . . denotes properly a male temple 
prostitute, one of the class attached to certain 
sanctuaries of heathen deities, and 'consecrated' 
to the impure rites of their worship. Such gross 
and degrading practices in Yahweh's land could 
only be construed as a flagrant outrage; and any 
association of these with His pure worship was 
abhorrent (Deut. 23:17 f): The presence of 
Sodomites is noted as a mark of degeneracy in 
Rehoboam's time (1 Kings 14:24). Asa endeav
ored to get rid of them (15:12), andjehoshaphat 
routed them out (22:46). Subsequent corrup
tions opened the way for their return, and josiah 
had to break down their houses which were ac
tually "in the house of the Lord" (2 Kings 23:7). 
The feminine qedheshah is translated 'prostitute' 
in Gen. 38:21-22; Hos. 4:14; in Deut. 23:17 
'prostitute' (the King James Version margin 
'sodomitess,' the Revised Version margin trans
literates). The English word is, of course, de
rived from Sodom, the inhabitants of which 
were in evil repute for unnatural vice. 

The "effeminate" in the passage (1 Cor. 6:9) are 
the male prostitutes that sell themselves to "the 
abusers of themselves with men." 

Remember that we are quoting the Holy Spirit 
who spoke the truth he received from Jehovah. If 
some do not like this, perhaps they will re-think their 
position and repent. At the least, they should fear to 
call God a homophobe. 
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Knowing this, that the law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedi
ent, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy 
and profane, for murderers of fathers and mur
derers of mothers, for manslayers, for 
whoremongers, for them that defile themselves 
with mankind (arsenokoites), for menstealers, 
for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be 
any other thing that is contrary to sound doc
trine (1 Tim. 1:10). 

"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ... 
neither . . . effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind ... shall inherit the kingdom of God" 
(1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

Take action: Urge your two senators and repre
sentatives to support the Federal Marriage Amend
ment to the constitution. The Capitol switchboard is 
(202) 224-3121. Email and mail addresses for your 
senators and representatives in the Federal congress 
are available at www.congress.org. 
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The Sheep and the Goats 
(continued from page 1) 

notices them, he's always been acutely aware of the 
little things, and these matters - Matthew 25:31-46 
being the word of the Lord- play no small part in our 
eternal fate. What we emphasize and what the Lord 
emphasizes are not the same thing. This really isn't 
terribly astonishing, given the nature of man. 

Further analysis is necessary, for many, many 
people fail to grasp a very significant point Jesus 
makes here. In this account, the saved asked, in ef
fect, why they were going to heaven, and the lost 
asked why they were doomed, and Jesus mentioned 
the works they did, or didn't do. Again, he said noth
ing about grace; he talked about their works! And the 
Savior didn't say they worked because they were 
saved; Jesus said "well done" to them because of the 
works they did. "For (Greek, gar, meaning "be
cause") I was hungry, and ye fed me," etc. The distin
guishing feature between the sheep and goats, the 
saved and the lost, will be that the sheep worked, and 
the goats didn't. This shouldn't surprise us, because 
"the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation 
to all men" (Titus 2:11), yet we know that most 
people are going to be lost (Matt. 7:13-14). 

Please note again: Jesus will say, "Well done." 
The sheep did something; the human who will be 
saved worked, and, in this passage, that is why the 
Lord will allow him into everlasting glory. He has 
actually made this point plain all through this current 
discussion of his word, which began in Matthew 
24:36. The saved servant of Matthew 24:45ff. was 
"doing" (v. 46); the unfaithful servant wasn't doing 
the Lord's work. In the parable of the ten virgins 
(25: 1-13), the fault is placed on the foolish virgins for 
not being prepared; they didn't do something they 
should have done. The same is true in the parable of 
the talents (vv. 14-30). The five- and two-talent men 
were blessed because they did something; the one-tal
ent man was cast out because he failed to use what had 
been given to him. And in the judgment scene, re
ward and punishment turn on doing or not doing. In 
every case, salvation depended upon the actions of the 
people involved. Jesus, in this whole section, said 
absolutely nothing about grace or his sacrifice on the 
cross. Again, does that mean that his grace and blood 
play no part in man's salvation? No, absolutely 
not. The Bible speaks elsewhere of the efficacy of 

grace and the blood of Christ. But it almost seems like 
Jesus is aware that, sometime in the future, there are 
going to be men who will try to convince others that 
salvation is by grace only, that they can do nothing to 
obtain their own salvation, and thus, repeatedly, in 
Matthew 24:36-25:41, he emphasizes the role man 
plays in getting to heaven. If the devil can persuade 
people that they are saved by grace only, then he's 
satisfied them that they do not have to be diligent in 
the Lord's vineyard, and thus he's won, for they will 
feel no incentive to be earnest about doing anything 
for God to aid in the redemption of other men. Like 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the 
sick, etc. 

Let us look at this from another perspec
tive. According to Calvinism "grace only" teaching, 
when the sheep asked Jesus why they were going to 
heaven, the response should have been, "Because of 
my sacrifice, the blood that I shed on the cross. There 
was nothing you did to procure your own salva
tion." And when the goats asked him why they were 
lost, he should have said, "Sorry, but I didn't die for 
you. My sacrifice was limited to those whom God 
predestined for salvation before the beginning of the 
world, and he predestined you to go to hell." That isn't 
what Jesus said, because it isn't the truth. God's plan 
was indeed established "from the foundation of the 
world" (Matt. 24:35; Eph. 3:11). Buttheplanwasthat 
those who fed the hungry and so forth would enter the 
eternal kingdom prepared for those who did such. 

The Bible nowhere teaches salvation by grace only 
(or by faith only, which is an inherent contradiction 
because if it is by grace only, how can it be by faith, 
too?). Salvation is by grace (Eph. 2:5); thank the Lord 
for that because we can never earn salvation. But, 
properly defined, biblical grace does not exclude 
works (obedience -James 2:25; Heb. 5 :9). Once we 
have done all that we can, we still haven't earned sal
vation (Luke 17:10); we must "trust in the mercy of 
God forever and ever" (Ps. 52:8, NKJV). But the 
"sheep" is the one that does, the "goat" the one that 
doesn't. 
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(A powerful and influential preacher of yesteryear was a kindly man named T.B. Larrimore. This godly man 
was the founder and first president of Mars Hill College. RD. Srygley wrote a book entitled Larrimore and His 
Boys, which gave some information about this great teacher and the relationship he had to his students. Brother 
Larrimore was exceptionally talented and an unusually good man. He was a tireless laborer in the vineyard of 
the Lord, where he produced much fruit. A printed sermon that this great man penned has recently come to 
hand, and we thought it good to reproduce it here so all may be reminded of our heritage, and have a sample of 
the kind of preaching that gave luster and success to the Restoration appeal.) 

The Great Commission 
By T. B. Larrimore 

T hen the 11 disciples went away into Gali
lee, into a mountain where Jesus had 
appointed them. And when they saw 

him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And 
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen (Matt. 28:16-20). 

The Revised Version has it &&into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," which 
is literally correct; hence ~hen I baptize people, I al
ways say "into" - which is correct instead of "in," 
which is not correct. 

Matthew's record of our Savior's life, death, 
burial and resurrection closes with this direction -
demand or command or commission- of Jesus to 
his disciples, given after his resurrection, and almost 
at the very moment of his ascension. When he said to 
his disciples- his apostles- "All power [authority] 
is given unto me, in heaven and in earth," it is not 
improbable that, they not being, even then, entirely 
free from the influence of the flesh, their hearts may 
have been thrilled with the thought that the Savior 
would immediately proceed to crush his enemies, 
probably drench the world in the blood of the 
wicked, and establish his kingdom by the power of 
the sword, as other kingdoms, in other ages, had 
been established. 

Such was not the spirit of the Prince of Peace, 
however. Such was never to be the spirit of the king
dom, or church, he was soon thereafter to establish. 
His enemies had used their power, to the limit, to 
curse and crush him. They had done all they could do 
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to make him as miserable as possible as he journeyed, 
in sorrow and sadness from Bethlehem to Calvary. 

They finally caused him to die on the cross; and 
when, "after three days," he rose from the dead, they 
hired men to testify and publicly proclaim that his 
disciples had stolen his body and taken it away from 
the tomb. 

He knew these things would happen, but no word 
spoken by him intimated that he would ever wish to 
avenge himself. On the cross he prayed for the mob 
that murdered him - "Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do" - and he never did or said 
anything not consistent with the spirit of that prayer. 

The entire record of what he said and did be
tween his resurrection and his ascension shows that a 
desire to bless, not only his friends, but his foes, and 
not only the pure, but the impure, completely con
trolled him. Indeed, such has his spirit always been, 
and such it is to be forever. 

To save the lost he must bring to bear upon them 
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the saving power of God. Hence, assuring his dis
ciples that all authority in heaven and in earth had 
been committed unto him, he said, "Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world" - not curse them, 
not crush them, not kill them, not torture them, not 
trouble them, but, "teach all nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you." 

In Mark 16:15-16 this command, or commis
sion, is given in the following phraseology: "Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

Luke refers to this commission in this language: 
"Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day; and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem" (Luke 24:46-4 7). 

So, considering the three records together, we 
see the Savior, between his resurrection and his as
cension, instructed his disciples to go and teach all 
nations the doctrine of repentance and remission of 
sins - to teach the gospel to all nations, baptize the 
taught, and teach the baptized to live as followers of 
the Lamb of God should live. 

This commission, as recorded by Matthew, Mark 
and Luke gives prominence to faith, repentance, and 
baptism as conditions of pardon to alien sinners, and 
is called "the great commission." 

It is great in its origin, originating with God. It is 
great in its conception, involving the salvation of 
souls. It is great in its extent, extending to "all the 
world," to "every creature," throughout all ages." It is 
superlatively great in comparison with all other com
missions, because it includes the conditions on which 
responsible souls may enter into a state of sinless 
blessedness in Christ Jesus, our Lord- "in whom we 
have redemption, through his blood, even the for
giveness of sins" (Col. 1:14 ). In whom also we can 
press forward to the final realization of all our hopes 
of eternal blessedness in a world that is better and 
brighter than this. It is great, because it is the only 
commission that is backed by "all authority" in 
heaven and in earth - the power concentrated in 
Christ Jesus. 

There is among men much diversity of opinion in 
reference to this commission; but those who are per
fectly satisfied with the word, the will and the way of 
Him from whom all blessings flow do not, of course, 
hang their hopes upon the opinions of men in mat
ters that pertain to their eternal welfare. In matters 
temporal, they may sometimes; but in things spiri
tual-eternal they never do. They simply desire to 
learn and to know the truth, that they may accept, 
love, teach and practice it, regardless of what may be 
the views, opinions or theories of uninspired theolo
gians in reference to this or any other lesson taught 
in God's book. We may, of course, study the teach
ings of Martin Luther, John Wesley and other great 
and good uninspired theological teachers and lead
ers, if we have time,. opportunity and inclination to 
do so, and be benefited thereby. But the word of the 
Lord is the light divine in which we should all live 
and rejoice to walk. The words of others may be 
true, but the word of the Lord is TRUTH. Jesus said 
to the Father: "Thy word is truth" ijohn 17:17). It is 
the truth that makes us free. "Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free" ijohn 8:31-32). 

Uninspired opinions can never save souls, but we 
may allow them to keep us out of heaven by accept
ing the theories of men instead of the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. We should go back of all humanism 
when we wish to consider the question of our duty 
to divinity. We should go above the water that is 
muddied by theological speculations of uninspired 
men, to the very fountain head of truth, and accept 
nothing but the word of the Lord, when seeking the 
way of life eternal. 

If we could and should go back to the seventh 
day after the Savior gave this commission to his dis
ciples, and then ascended to his Father, and, going to 
Jerusalem, should find him there, in very person -
"man of Galilee" - and, seeing him, should hear 
him say, "I will now teach you what the great com
mission means. I will, myself, preach the first sermon 
under it, preach exactly as I want all my preachers to 
always preach under it, so far as the doctrine thereof 
is concerned, thus starting the work myself, that all 
my preachers, while time shall last, may absolutely 
know what I want them to preach, and how I want 
that preaching applied- that is, what I want souls I 
long to save to do as a result of that preaching, that 
they may be saved." And if we should then hear him 

September 2003 7 
Farm Foundation 



preach to a multitude of many thousands, hear many 
ask him what to do, hear him tell them, and see them 
do it; and if he should then tell us those selfsame 
people, having done as he directed, became, and 
therefore were, exactly what the Father would have 
them be; hence he would, in that selfsame way, add 
souls being saved to them every day, continuing to 
do so till time should cease to be; and if we should 
continue there with him indefinitely, hearing and 
seeing him thus add souls to them daily, if we should 
do and hear and see all these things, could we doubt 
that the exact, full and complete meaning of the 
great commission was clearly set forth in the practice 
and teaching of the Savior and those who practiced 
according to his teaching, his preaching? Could we 
be wrong in teaching accordingly under that great 
commission? Could we be right in teaching other
wise under that same commission? Could we be oth
erwise than recreant to a sacred trust if we accepted 
service under that selfsame commission and taught 
otherwise - willfully suppressed part, any part, of 
it, for instance? 

We cannot do that; but we can do what is just as 
absolutely safe. We can learn what the inspired 
apostles understood the great commission to be and to 
mean - what they understood the Savior required 
them to do and to teach when he sent them to preach 
under that commission. By studying Acts of Apostles 
- correctly considered and called "the book of con
versions" - we can learn how the apostles lived and 
labored- what they taught and what they did- im
mediately after the Savior gave them this commission. 
We can virtually go back to that time, listen to the 
apostles, investigate their teaching, learn exactly what 
they taught people to do when they preached under 
the great commission. 

In the second chapter of the book of Acts we 
learn that one week after the Savior gave his disciples 
this commission and ascended to glory, he sent, in 
fulfillment of a promise made to his disciples, the 
Holy Spirit, to guide them into all truth. 

"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost." 
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to instruct the apostles 
about what they were to do and say in executing the 
great commission. So it is practically as if the Savior 
had stood in the presence of that vast multitude and 
taught the very things that were taught on that occa
sion, as an example for the apostles and all other 
gospel preachers. 

What was done on that occasion? The Savior had 
promised to commit to Peter the keys of the king-
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dom, or church, he had promised to build. Peter was 
there, the church was established, and he immedi
ately began to use the keys - to open the way for 
the sons and daughters of men to enter the kingdom 
of God - "the church of the living God" - the 
church of Christ. He stood before the multitude of 
people and preached the life, death, burial, resurrec
tion, ascension, and the glorification of the Savior. 
He told the people that miracle-working power they 
witnessed then and there came from Jehovah. He 
quoted sacred scripture, and proved that in Jesus 
Christ, that plain prophecies concerning the Messiah 
were fulfilled. He proved conclusively that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of the living God, not using a 
tithe of the proof available, but evidence enough to 
convince thousands in that multitude the truth of the 
divinity of Christ. 

Mter he had given them abundant evidence of 
the divinity of the Savior, he told them they were 
murderers, having slain the immaculate Son of Him 
from whom all blessings flow. He told them God had 
exalted Jesus, whom they had murdered, to be "King 
of kings, and Lord of lords." 

He preached till many believed Jesus to be the 
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Son of God, and cried out, "Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?"- "brethren" in a twofold sense
brethren in Adam, brethren in Abraham; brethren in 
the universal brotherhood, (the brotherhood of man) 
- brethren in the Jewish brotherhood - not breth
ren in Christ, for those who asked that question were 
not in Christ, not having done what the law of the 
Lord requires penitent believers to do to get into 
Christ. 

Then the apostle Peter, who was delivering that 
model sermon - a sermon that was to stand as a 
model for all gospel preachers throughout all the 
ages - an inspired exposition of the command, or 
great commission, "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that belie
veth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that belie
veth not shall be damned" - replied: "Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost." 

As certainly as this divinely inspired reply of the 
apostle Peter to the question, "What shall we do?" 
was not encouragement, demand, command, to do 
what could not, even possibly, have pleased God -
what must necessarily have been sin - just so cer
tainly those who propounded that question had faith 
- believed what Peter had preached, believed Jesus 
to be the Christ, the Son of God - had faith, for 
"without faith it is impossible to please him" (Heb. 
11:6). 

In clearest and strictest accordance with this 
conclusion, as well as with Peter's reply, is the fol
lowing quotation, which is too plain and simple to 
ever be misunderstood: 

Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the 
same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 
And as they went on their way, they came unto a 
certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And 
Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, 
thou mayest. And he answered and said, I be
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when 
they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch 
saw him no more: and he went on his way re
joicing (Acts 8:35-39). 

All. responsible souls can easily and readily un
derstand what Peter understood the great commis
sion to 'mean, for no soul can be responsible without 
having .intelligence enough to easily and readily un-

derstand and comprehend the first sermon ever 
preached under that commission - a model sermon 
preached by the apostle Peter, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. 

But let us never forget that it was really the Holy 
Spirit speaking on that memorable occasion -
speaking with the tongue of the apostle Peter, as, in 
other ages, he has spoken by inspired men. David 
says (2 Sam. 23:2): "The Spirit of the Lord spake by 
me, and his word was in my tongue." Is it possible, 
then, for us to fail to understand what the Holy 
Spirit understood the commission to mean, if we are 
responsible and try to understand it? 

But the Holy Spirit was sent by Jesus to guide his 
disciples into all truth Uohn 16:13). Is it possible, 
then, for responsible souls, willing and trying to un
derstand what the will of the Lord is, to fail to un
derstand what Jesus understood the commission he 
gave his disciples to mean? 

God, Christ and the Holy Spirit are one in aims 
and purposes and nature, all being equally divine -
"and these three are one" (1 John 5:7). Is it possible, 
then, for us to be responsible and not be able to 
understand what God, Christ and the Holy Spirit un
derstood that commission to mean? It cannot be pos
sible. The record is too clear - the teaching of Di
vinity through inspired humanity is too plain- for 
responsible souls to not understand what the will of 
the Lord is, if they try to understand it. 

We may not believe it. Indeed, we may despise it. 
But we understand it, if we will and try to under
stand it. There is no doubt about that. The sermon 
preached by Peter on that memorable day of Pente
cost was in strict accord with the will of God, Christ 
and the Holy Spirit - was, in fact, a divine exposi
tion and application of the great commission: "Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall he 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." 

This is the commission under which all gospel 
preachers preach - under which they live and labor 
by divine approval and direction. So, then, gospel 
preachers - preachers who preach according to di
vine direction; who are licensed by heaven, rather 
than earth; by Divinity, rather than humanity; who 
preach by the Savior's authority, rather, than man's 
authority - preach according to the requirements of 
the great commission, one divine demand, which is: 
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations;" "Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea
ture." 
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The apostle Paul tells us what the gospel is: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gos
pel which I preached unto you, which also ye 
have received, and wherein ye stand; by which 
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures (1 Cor. 15:14). 

Gospel preachers must teach - do teach that the 
one true and living God exists. They must teach -
they do teach - all nations that 1 esus, the Babe of 
Bethlehem, the "man of sorrows," the victim of Cal
vary, is "the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth" -that he is as divine as God himself. 
They must and do teach that Christ died that our sins 
might be forgiven in him; that we might be redeemed 
from our lost and ruined state; that we might in him 
be made free from sin and have access to everlasting 
life, having "redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins;" that he rose from the dead the 
third day after his death and burial, thus triumphing 
over death and the grave and bringing "life and 
immortality to light through the gospel." 

But the preaching, the teaching, of a gospel 
preacher does not end here. He must and he does 
teach these things - these .wonderful gospel facts -
first; then he must and does teach the sons and 
daughters of men how to obtain the fullness of the 
blessings vouchsafed to them through those facts in 
submission to God's will. 

Hence he teaches sinners what to do to become 
Christians: teaches them to believe the truths and 
facts of the gospel- teaches them to believe the gos
pel - teaches them that they must believe, or live 
without God, die without hope, and go into eternity 
without the promise of everlasting life - teaches 
them that "he that believeth not shall be damned." 

When he has induced sinners to believe Jesus to be 
the Christ, the Son of the living God, he must show 
them their sinful condition- show them that they are 
exposed to death. When he has convinced them of 
their sins, then he must and does teach them that they 
must repent or perish; that the Savior himself says, 
"Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (Luke 
13:3 5); and that this principle really applies to all 
responsible souls out of Christ - to all souls in rebel
lion against God, who "now commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent" (Acts 17:30). 

When he has made them believers, by teaching 
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them the truth, and has caused them to be penitent 
believers, by influencing them to earnestly and sin
cerely repent of their sins, he must and does show 
them that it is in harmony with the will of the Savior 
- hence of the divine three who are one - and 
right along in the line of temporal and eternal bless
ings, for them to confess their faith in Christ. "Who
soever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, 
him will I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven" (Matt. 10:32-33). "For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation" (Rom. 10: 10). 

Having persuaded them to stand before the 
world as penitent believers and confess their, faith in 
Christ, what next? "Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

The same Savior who commanded his disciples 
to teach all nations commanded them to baptize all 
the taught who reached the point where they were fit 
subjects for baptism. So then, the gospel preacher 
who, by preaching the word, the truth, has induced 
sinners to accept that word, and has persuaded them 
to yield to its pressure until they are genuinely peni
tent believers and sufficiently under the influence of 
Christ to publicly confess their faith in him, must 
then, upon that good confession, solemnly baptize 
"them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." 

He must teach them that they, having thus com
pleted their obedience to the gospel, have entered 
into a state of freedom from all past sins, in fulfill
ment of the precious promise the Savior made when 
he said: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned." 

To believe a man is not pardoned when he hears 
the gospel, believes the gospel, honestly and ear
nestly repents of his sins, confesses with the mouth 
his faith in Christ, is "buried with him by baptism 
into death" and raised up to "walk in newness of 
life," is simply to believe the Savior uttered a false
hood when he said: "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved." 

No mortal should ever presume to do that. Shall 
we presume to challenge the veracity of our Savior, 
and reject the teaching of God, Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit on the question of salvation from sin, when 



glory, honor, immortality, everlasting life, are in
volved in these things, not only for ourselves, but for 
those we love and those who love us, to the extent 
they are under our influence? 

When the apostle Peter preached on the most 
memorable day of Pentecost - the first Pentecost af
ter the resurrection of Christ - about three thou
sand souls obeyed the gospel. Who are they? "Then 
they that gladly received his word were baptized; 
and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). They were those 
who "gladly received his word." Did those people re
ceive anything else than the word they heard before 
they heeded that word and obeyed the gospel? The 
Bible is as silent as the tombs of the ages on that 
subject. Why, then, should we claim that we must re
ceive something else, more or less, than the revealed 
will of the Lord, before we can become Christians? 
Of the number that obeyed the gospel - "about 
three thousand" - not one received more or less 
than the Spirit taught by the tongue of Peter, so far as 
we have right or reason to say or believe. 

When a gospel preacher today preaches the same 
truth the Holy Spirit preached on that occasion, be
ing careful to not deviate in the slightest degree, 
from what is written, quotes book, chapter, and 
verse for his authority, is it necessary for sinners to 
whom he preaches to receive anything else than what 
he preaches to enter, by obedience, into the fold of 
Christ? If so, what? Must sinners ·now do more or 
less, to be saved, than sinners had to do, to be saved, 
then? If so, how much and what more or less? Must 
sinners now deviate from divine direction given 
then? If so, what part of that divine direction must 
they omit, or what must they add thereto? Can we 
ignore, add to or take from the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit without risking our souls' salvation? 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this book: 
and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book (Rev. 22:18-19). 

The only safe and sure course is to keep out of 
the shadow of humanism and walk in the light of 
God's eternal truth. "Every word of God is pure: he 
is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add 
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and 
thou be found a liar" (Prov. 30:5-6). 

We must not imagine we are eternally saved, 
however, when we enter the church. We must not 
even try to believe baptism is the end of it. The Sav
ior said to his disciples: "Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have com
manded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world." 

Being born into the kingdom, or family, of God, 
we must then walk worthy of the high vocation 
whereunto God's children are called. "I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all low
liness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing 
one another in love; endeavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph. 4:1-3). 

We must avoid the works of the flesh and culti
vate the fruit of the Spirit, striving to reach higher 
heights of holiness and deeper depths of devotion 
every day and every hour, endeavoring to be more 
Christlike day by day, till it is only a step through 
grace to glory, to nestle in the bosom of the love of 
God forever. 

"Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls." Would you be 
added in the same way- the Lord's way- to that 
selfsame, sacred body? If so, do as those people did. 
There is absolutely no reason why you should not be 
saved as they were saved. So far as the divine record 
shows, not one who then willed to be saved on God's 
appointed terms remained unsaved. All who will to 
be saved on God's appointed terms can be so saved. 

"Now is the accepted time." Would you be 
saved? If so, obey the gospel, live the Christian life, 
be "faithful unto death," and receive "a crown of 
life." 
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2003 Cold Harbor Road Ledureship 
-October 30- November 2, 2003-

"Equlpplng God's People to Deal with Adversity" 

'l"'lllnday, October 30 
7:30 p.m .......•. When Bad Things Happen to God's Children ...................................... David Saln, Florence, Ala. 

Friday, October 31 
9:00 a.m •.•••••.. Dealing with Divorce ..............................................•.....•.................•. KJie Butt. Montgomery. Ala. 

I 0:00 a.m ......•.. The Sovereignty of God ........................................................•...•.........• David Smitll, Calhoun, Ga. 

II :00 a.m •••••••.• The Struggles and Strengths of Being Single .............................. Owen Olbricht. Sherwood, Ark. 

2:00 p.m ••.••..•• Addressing the Enigma of Pain and Suffering ...•.•.....•...•.....••..... Earl Edwards, Henderson, Tenn. 

3:00 p.m ••.••..•. Studies In I Peter (Part I) ............................................. William Woodson, Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 

4:00 p.m ....•..•. Studies in Habakkuk (Part I) ............................................................. Roy Lanier Jr., Lakeland, Fla. 

7:30 p.m ••..••.•. God's Promises to the Hurting: 
"'He Will Regard the Prayer of the Destitute" (Ps. I 02: 17) ...•..........•.... Eddie Cloer, Searcy, Ark. 

saturday, November I 
9:00 a.m ••.•.••.. Dealing with Depression ................................................................. Ron Wllllarras, Huntsville, Ala. 

I 0:00 a.m .•••.••.• "'Help" That Is Not Helpful ................................................................ )antes jorles, Durham, N.C. 

10:00 a.m ..•••.••. (Ladies) Helping Children and Teenagers Deal 
with Grief and Loss ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Lelsa Wlllianls, Florence, Ala. 

II :00 a.m •.••..••. Dealing with Death and Terminal Illness .......................................... Don Williams, Florence, Ala. 

2:00 p.m ••..•..•• LMng with Chronic Illness ........................................................... Gf'el Elliott, Mechanicsville, Va. 

2:00 p.m ......... (Ladies) The Bad We Bring on Ourselves ........................................ Sheila Butt. Nashville, Tenn. 

3:00 p.m ••..•..•• Studies In I Peter (Part 2) ............................................. William Woodson, Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 

4:00 p.m .•..•.... Studies In Habakkuk (Part 2) ............................................................. Ray Lanier Jr., Lakeland, Fla. 

7:30 p.m .•....... God's Promises to the Hurting: "'I Will Not Forsake You 
Nor Leave You" (Heb. 13:6) ...................................................... Gary Workman, Mesquite, Texas 

Slulclay, lloYember 2 
9:30 a.m ..•..•••• Overcoming the Elijah Complex ........................................................ Jason Moon, Huntsville, Ala. 

10:30 a.m ...••.... Blessed Assurance .....................•................................................•......•.... Roy Meyer, Tuscola, Texas 

2:00 p.m ••••••••• God's Promises to the Hurting: "Weeping May Endure 
for a Night, But Joy Cometh in the Morning" (Ps. 30:5) .................. Don Blackwell, Duluth, Ga. 

2:00 p.m ......... (Ladies) Dealing with Distrust ................................................ SUIUIJ Worlonan, Mesquite, Texas 

3:00 p.m .•••••••• When Family Members Fall A~ .................................................. Keltll Kasarjian, Pikeville, Ky. 

4:00 p.m .•••.•••• Equipping Shepherds for Pastoral Care .................................. Randy Keeling, Mechanicsville, Va. 

6:00 p.m .....•..• What God's People Can Learn From Adversity ................................... David Saln, Florence, Ala. 
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-Neal Pollard. lectureship Director-

-COLD HARBOR ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST-
6856 Cold Harbor Road • Mechanicsville, VA 23111 
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Satan's Bag of Lies 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

We are engaged in spiritual war. The issue 
to be decided is whether churches of 
Christ shall continue to be Christ's people 

patterned after the church revealed in scripture, or 
shall they be changed into a denomination? Satan, 
the father of lies Uohn 8:44), uses disinformation to 
confuse and mislead God's children. From our own 
ranks we read and hear the following lies: 

•:• "The church cannot survive in the Postmodern 
age unless we make serious changes adjusting our mes
sage and practice to be acceptable to Postmodern 
people." The church, having survived the power and 
pressures of Judaism and pagan Rome, and the hun
dreds of philosophies that have come and gone since 
her birth, will survive this latest creation of human 
wisdom. She stood alone in the ancient world pro
claiming Christ and those seeking salvation 
flocked to her and she must continue to do so today. 
By adjusting her message and practice to please the 
world she will be swallowed up and perish (Gal. 
1: 10). 

·:·"We cannot pass judgment on the beliefs and 
practices of other churches." Jesus passed judgment 
on the Pharisees and their false views (Matt. 
23). Paul had no hesitation to condemn numerous 
religious leaders by name such as Hymenaeus and Al
exander, Philetus, even Demas who forsook 
him. He also had no reservation about challenging 
doctrines that were contrary to the faith he had re
ceived from the Spirit of God (1 Tim. 4:1-3). 

+"All who believe in Christ as God's Son are 
equally acceptable to God, regardless of their denomi-

The Credibility 
of the Church 
by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. 
Emphasis is on matters that reflect our credibility and consis
tency in the eyes of the world. BKTF01-CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$6.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

national affiliation." This flies in the face of Christ's 
prayer for the oneness of his people Uohn 17:20-
21). It clashes with Paul's exhortation that we all 
speak the same things and that there be no divisions 
among us (1 Cor. 1:1 0). It clashes with every verse 
that condemns false doctrine and false teachers. It 
denies Christ's declaration that those who will enter 
the kingdom of heaven are those who do the will of 
the Father in heaven (Matt. 7:21). 

·:· "Doctrines and practices unique to the Church 
of Christ are merely traditions and cultural expres
sions; not biblically based and therefore essentials." 
Yet each of these points; one non-denominational 
church, baptism by immersion for remission of sins, 
male leadership in the church, weekly communion 
on the Lord's day, vocal praise without instruments 
of music are derived from the New Covenant of 
Christ and are plainly taught therein. 

·:· "The Bible was not intended to be an absolute 
standard or pattern for the church!" Yet twice the 
Holy Spirit clearly says, that we must hold to the pat
tern revealed to us (2 Tim. 1 : 13; He b. 8:5). The 
question is shall we believe the Ph.Ds. or the Spirit of 
God? In judgment there will be two categories of 
Christians. Those who did their best to follow the 
instructions God gave and those who chose to do 
things their way. Which group do you want to be in? 

•:• "The Bible does not need defending." This is a 
favorite assertion of liberals who are subtly working 
to undermine respect for the absolute authority of 
God's word. Even though God's word, will stand 
forever (Matt. 24:35), people's perception of it can 

Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 
$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

September 2003 13 
Firm Foundation 



be distorted, their faith in it can be destroyed! Paul 
was set for the defense of the gospel (Phil. 1:16). 

•:• "The church does not need protecting, God will 
not allow it to be destroyed." The Jerusalem church 
is gone and all of those of the first century perished. 
Perhaps they could explain what happened to the 
thousands of churches that were gradually swal
lowed up by the apostasy that became Catholicism, 
or those which once existed where Islam now reigns 
supreme. Paul warned the elders of Ephesus that the 
church was in danger of false teachers (Acts 20:28-
31). Churches have been destroyed in thousands of 
places. Congregations that once flourished as 
churches of Christ are now Disciples of Christ or 
Christian churches. Just last week a preacher called 

to informed me that his congregation "no longer 
considered themselves a church of Christ." 

The purpose of this lie is to convince the un
thinking that they should do nothing to resist the ef
forts of false teachers to reconstruct the church ac
cording to their own pattern. 

These are just a few of Satan's lies. They are the 
kind many of our churches are hearing from preach
ers who have abandoned the old paths for the new 
ways of change! They now serve a different master 
and teach a different gospel (Gal. 1 :9). They shall re
ceive a different reward from those who are faithful 
unto death (Rev. 2:10). 

12630 Foxfire Ave. 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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(We continue to reprint, chapter by chapter, brother Hugo McCord,s fabulous study of the book of Revelation.) 

Royal Route of Revelation - 8 
''Then Is Finished the Mystery of God'' 

By Hugo McCord 

I t appears that several times the book of Revela
tion approaches the final judgment. In other 
words, the book does not follow a time se

quence, chapter after chapter. Events are described 
as taking place prior to the judgment and then the 
end is reached, but the book does not stop. Other 
events, or the same ones under other illustrations, 
are described leading up to the judgment, but again 
the book does not stop. This method has been called 
recapitulatory; human history from the first century 
to the end of time is gone over more than once. This 
method has also been styled cyclic; earth events go 
through a cycle and it is completed, and then the 
same earth events go through another cycle and it is 
completed. 

Most of the cycles are clearly marked. Chapters 
6-11 make up one, covering the span from Jesus' as
sumption of power (5: 12) in A.D. 30 to the judg
ment day (10:7; 11:18). All of the material in these 
six chapters have to do with the seven seals. A sec
ond cycle embraces chapters 12-14 (cf. 14:7, 15, 18), 
describing the radiant woman and her conflict with 
the dragon and his seed. A third cycle, likewise com
pleting the judgment of God (15:1; 16:17), is set 
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forth in chapters 15-18 under the figure of the seven 
bowls of God's wrath. Chapters 17-19 make up the 
fourth cycle, picturing the condemnation of the great 
harlot, and ending with the destruction of all men on 
the earth (19:18, 21). The final section, chapters 20-
22, carries not only to the judgment but also into 
eternity. 

As regards the section describing the seven seals 
(chapters 10-11), the seven trumpets and the seven 
thunders are not separate eras in history, but they are 
subdivisions of the seventh seal. When the seventh 
seal was opened, then came the blowing of seven 
trumpets. Trumpets 5, 6, and 7 are also called the 
three Woes (9:12). The seven thunders (10:3) are part 
of the sixth trumpet (the second Woe), At the sound
ing of the seventh trumpet (the third Woe) "then is 
finished the mystery of God" (10:7), and the judg
ment follows (11: 18). The arrangement of chapters 8-
11 is clear, but the details give no certain sound to this 
writer. Among other things, he finds insufficient in
formation to know the significance of the four horse
men (8:2-7), of the seven trumpets (8:2), of the seven 
thunders (1 0:3 ), and of the two witnesses (11 :3 ). 
However, some details are exceptionally clear. 



Death ancl the Soul 
One of the clear matters is the fact that man's soul 
never dies (6:9-11). It is true that the word soul 
sometimes does not mean man's immortal nature. 
Indeed, when "man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7), 
Paul affirmed that Moses in that statement was only 
speaking of man's biological nature: his breathing in 
a physical body (1 Cor. 15 :44-45). When breath left 
Adam's body his corpse was a dead soul (cf. Num. 
5:2, nephesh, soul, the dead). This restricted mean
ing of the word soul Charles T. Russell attempted to 
make as the full meaning. In so doing he was ignor
ing the most important significance of the word. 
Man's spiritual soul, his immortal substance, cannot 
die (Matt. 10:28). Russell asserted "that man does 
not possess an immortal soul, that he is a soul." True 
it is that man is a soul (Rom. 13:1; Acts 2:41; 1 Pet. 
3:20), but it is also true that he possesses a soul (Ps. 
103:1; Gen. 35:18; 1 Kings 17:21; Rev. 20:4), an 
immortal one. That God will destroy souls in hell 
(Matt. 10:28) is sometimes mistakenly understood to 
mean extinction. However, biblically a soul can 
never be put out of existence. The word translated 
"destroy" in Matthew 10:28 is the same as that 
translated "lost" in Matthew 10:8; Luke 15 :32; 
19:10, which citations show that "lost" people are 
not extinct. Russell taught that "death means de
struction" in the sense of becoming non-existent. But 
biblically one can he dead yet not annihilated (Gen. 
2:17; Matt. 8:22; Rom. 6:11; 7:4, 6; Col. 2:19; 1 
Tim. 5:6; Rev. 6:9-10). 

As extinction is not a synonym for death, so sepa
ration is not a synonym, though often it is an accom
panying factor. Paul was separated from Christ (Phil. 
1:23 ), but he was not dead. jesus and the thief went to 
Paradise (Luke 23:43 ), where they were separated 
from the Father Uohn 20: 19), but neither was dead. 
The rich man in Hades (Luke 16:23) was separated 
from God, but he was not dead. Death is simply the 
absence of life, whatever kind of life is being consid
ered. The prodigal son could be dead in one sense, but 
alive in another (Luke 15 :32). The dictionary says 
·death may be "anything so dreadful as to seem like 
death." Perhaps this is the meaning of the "second 
death" (Rev. 20:14; cf, Rom. 6:23), but the victims 
will be alive forever and ever (cf. Rev. 14:11). 

When J.F. Rutherford was called upon to preach 

the funeral for his predecessor (C.T. Russell, dying 
Oct. 31, 1916), the pessimism of the dead-soul doc
trine affected him deeply. Mter praising Russell as 
"the greatest man that has lived since the apostle 
Paul," he certainly shocked his followers when he 
said: "This evening we see here lying, silent in death, 
the body which he so faithfully used to the last. But 
he is not dead!" How was he able to harmonize that 
last statement with the soul-sleeping doctrine? By 
simply asserting that the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:51-
52) "is now in progress; that our dear brother and 
pastor sleeps not in death, but was instantaneously 
changed from the human to the divine nature, and is 
now forever with the Lord. "1 So it turns out that a 
perversion of the Bible doctrine of the immortal soul 
required him also to pervert the Bible doctrine of the 
resurrection. 

Saving Souls 
Many times the Bible uses the word "soul" in such a 
way that only man's immortal nature, his undying 
spirit, is the point of reference. When Christ is said 
to be "the anchor of the soul" (Heb. 6:19), the writer 
is not speaking of human life security, but of "enter
ing into that which is within the veil," of going to 
heaven. The same non-physical use of the word soul 
is found in Hebrews 10:39; 13:17; James 2:21. 

Though sometimes the word soul biblically means 
simply a breathing creature, yet when one converts a 
sinner from the error of his way, and saves "a soul 
from death" Uames 5 :20), it cannot be fairly said that 
he saves the sinner's breath. Likewise, any interpreta
tion of 1 Peter 1 :9, 22, making the word soul anything 
less than man's eternal nature, has to be false. In urg
ing his thesis of man's complete mortality, "that the 
dead are dead,"' Russell cited Psalms 6:5; 115: 17; 
146:4; Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10 as sustaining his proposi
tion: "The scriptures clearly teach that the dead are 
unconscious between death and the resurrection- at 
the second coming of Christ. "2 Truly those verses (and 
others, as Pss. 30:9; 88:10-12; Isa. 38:18) and com
mon sense declare that man in the grave (a corpse) is 
unconscious. The "soul" that is put in the grave (Ps. 
16:10; Acts 2:27), a corpse (cf. nephesh, soul, in Lev. 
21:11; Num. 6:6; 9:6; 19:11), even the body of jesus 
Uohn 19:40), is a dead entity and knows nothing. But 
a different and far more important meaning is 

1 Charles T. Russell, Studies in the Scripture (International Bible Students Assoc.: Brooklyn, 1928), 1, pp. 15, 21, 22. 
1 Charles.T. Russell, Russell-White Debate (Cincinnati, Ohio: F. L. Rowe, publisher, 1925), p.34 
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attached to the word soul when one reads of the "souls 
of them that had been slain for the word of God" cry
ing with a great voice, "How long, 0 Master the holy 
and true, doest thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth?" (Rev. 6:9-10). It 
must have been a comfort to suffering first-century 
Christians to know that their fellow Christians who 
had paid the supreme penalty for holding to Jesus' 
name were still as much alive, and as conscious, as 
they had been in the flesh. 

Selective Salvation? 
Another of the clear matters of chapters 6-11 is that 
the number of those servants of God going to 
heaven, sealed on their foreheads, 144,000, cannot 
be taken literally. It is sad that ... 

Not all of Jehovah's Witnesses expect to go to 
heaven. Indeed only a small proportion, a 'little 
flock' of them do. Almighty God, who sets all 
members in His organization as is pleasing to 
him, has limited to 144,000 the number of the 
'body of Christ,' whose members will reign with 
Christ Jesus in God's heavenly kingdom (Let 
God Be True [Watch Tower Bible & Tract Soci
ety), pp. 222-223). 

If one takes the number literally, then the num
ber applies only to "every tribe of the children of Is
rael" (7 :4 ), and so no Gentiles will go to heaven, 
And if the tribes are taken literally, one wonders why 
Dan was omitted. Further, in the same chapter de
scribing 144,000 sealed servants of God is an innu
merable multitude from all nations serving God be
fore his throne "day and night in his temple" (7: 15). 
The caste system of those being saved is not a Bible 
doctrine: some going to heaven, some to a lesser 
place. No such distinction was known among early 
Christians, all of whom rejoiced in "the hope which" 
was laid up for them "in the heavens" (Col. 1 :4; cf. 1 
Pet. 1:3-5; John 14:1-3). 

If nothing else should ever be gained from a 
study of Revelation 6-11, let us rejoice that this sec
tion of holy scripture establishes clearly that man's 
soul never dies and that all who are faithful to their 
Redeemer will go to heaven. 

5535 E. Evergreen Blvd. #7505 
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Revelation references 
More Than Conquerors 
by William Hendriksen 

A classic interpretation on Revelation. Solid scholar
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God Always Does Right 
By Jimmy E. Ashburn 

We get a glimpse of the true nature of God 
through jesus Christ, God in the flesh, in 
the word spoken in Matthew 11:21-24: 

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you Bethsaida! 
For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and 
Sidon which occurred in you, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes Never
theless I say to you, it will be more tolerable for 
Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for 
you. And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted 
to heaven, will you? You will descend to Hades; 
for if the miracles had occurred in Sod om which 
occurred in you, it would have remained to this 
day. Nevertheless I say to you that it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day 
of judgment than for you. 

God cannot tolerate unrepentant sin and 
continued unrepentant sin will result in eternal 
separation from God. It will also cause one to be 
disinherited and to lose his/her eternal dwelling 
place in heaven. In Isaiah 59:1-2 the prophet tells us: 

Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short that it 
cannot save; nor is his ear so dull that it cannot 
hear. But your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, And your sins have 
hidden his face from you so that he does not 
hear. 

Most of us understand this, but there is another 
lesson that a brother in Christ recently pointed out 
that we may not have considered. We understand 
from the scriptures that if Tyre, Sidon and even 
Sodom had the same opportunities that others 
received they would have repented of their 
wickedness. However, the point that is very hard for 
us to understand is that God always does what is 
right. Men today, even some of those in the Lord's 
church want revenge, not mercy so it is hard for us to 
understand why God would want cities as wicked as 
Tyre, Sidon and Sodom to repent. Some of us would 
have the same attitude as Jonah when he delivered a 
message of repentance to Ninevah, but did not want 
the people to repent. We want vengeance, as Jonah 
did, rather than repentance and forgiveness. 

However, God does not want vengeance except 
as a last resort. This shows us God's true nature of 
love; that he is longsuffering possessing tender 

mercies and loving-kindness. Over the years I have 
had many friends who were not Christians but were 
good moral people. At least one of them is an atheist 
but also has one of the highest moral standards that I 
have witnessed. The only way to heaven is through 
Jesus Christ, but there is at least some hope for these 
people. God will do what is best for them. The Bible 
teaches that there are various degrees of reward in 
heaven and it also teaches that there are various 
degrees of punishment in hell. These scriptures give 
me hope that God will make allowance for those 
who never had the opportunity to hear the truth or 
never had the opportunity to respond to the gospel. I 
am not suggesting that an atheist or an agnostic or 
even a disobedient believer can go to heaven because 
we know that Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, and no one comes to the Father except 
through him. There might be less severe punishment 
for the atheist, the agnostic or the disobedient 
believer with high moral standards than for the 
hypocrites and the lukewarm in the church of Christ. 

We don't seem to know what is best for these 
people. Some want to send everyone else to hell. It is 
also quite plain that we don't always want what is 
best for all persons because hell is not what is best 
for anyone, even our worst enemy. Therefore, let us 
teach them in love and continue loving even those 
who do not respond to the teaching. God will do 
what is right. 
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The Authorship of Hebrews 
By Stephen Wiggins 

T he letter to the Hebrews is the 19th book of 
the New Testament. It is divided into 13 
chapters and falls within the category of the 

general epistles. One of the most widely discussed 
matters pertaining to this marvelous document has 
to do with the question of who wrote it. Following 
are some reflections concerning the authorship of 
Hebrews I think are beneficial for the student to 
keep in mind when studying and teaching this book 
of the Bible. 

The book of Hebrews is anonymous. The author 
does not mention his name within the epistle. There
fore no one living today knows for certain who 
wrote it. This should not alarm us. This lack of 
knowledge does not affect the proper interpretation 
of the book. It is still possible to glean the message of 
truth that God intended and make proper applica
tion to our living the Christian life, regardless of 
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whether we know who the human author is or not. 
There are actually several books within the Bible 

of which we do not know who the human author is 
for certain. This does not negate the fact that faithful 
Christians believe in the inspiration and canonicity 
of those books of the Bible where the human author 
is unknown. Those prophets speaking and writing on 
God's behalf were "moved by the Holy Spirit" which 
resulted in all scripture being "given by the inspira
tion of God" (2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16). The Holy 
Spirit is ultimately the author of every biblical docu
ment. 

There are indications within Hebrews itself that 
inform us the original recipients of the epistle knew 
who authored the letter. But some time later this 
knowledge was not generally known, having passed 
out of existence with the death of those familiar with 
the author. By the second century learned men who 
wrote about the subject were already in the dark on 
this question. And, since we are now some two thou
sand years removed from the original date of the 
writing, it is virtually impossible to know who 
authored Hebrews with any degree of certainty. 

The important thing to remember about the 
Bible is that its ultimate author is God Almighty! Ev
ery scripture is inspired of him (2 Tim. 3:16). Be that 
as it may, the Lord used human instruments through 
whom to bring his message to the world. In many in
stances we can know precisely who the human au
thors were that recorded the words of the sacred 
text; in other cases, we do not know who penned the 
documents. Obviously, it is not necessary that we 
know- otherwise Jehovah would have informed 
us! (Wayne Jackson, A Study Guide to Greater Bible 
Knowledge, p. 56). 

In my copy of the King James Version of the 
Bible the letter to the Hebrews is captioned, "The 
Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews." Con
trary to Paul's custom, however, the epistle has no 
salutation or conclusion giving his name (2 Thess. 
3: 17). Nor is there anything specific within the letter 
itself that would warrant the conclusion that Paul is 
the author. Paul may or may not be the author. 
Barnabas, Silas, Luke, Apollos, and a host of others 



all have their proponents and have been set forth as 
possible authors. God could have used any one of 
these, or perhaps some other, to pen the epistle. 
Probably the only reason Timothy has never been 
suggested as a potential author is because he is men
tioned as an acquaintance of the writer within the 
epistle (Heb. 13:23). 

Aside from what is not known pertaining to who 
wrote Hebrews, it is good to keep in mind that there 
are definite things known about the author. It is 
clear, for example, that the author was very familiar 
with his readers and therefore could address in detail 
problems which they faced (Heb. 5:12; 6:9; 12:4). It 
is known that at one time the author had been with 
his readers and was looking forward to the time 
when he could be "restored" to them (Heb. 13:19). 
Timothy was a companion with him in preaching the 
good news of Christ (Heb. 13:23). Scholars adept in 
the original language suggest the literary style of the 
epistle indicates the author was learned. One cannot 
help but be impressed as well with the author's use 
of Old Testament scripture and his familiarity with 
the Levitical rituals. 

Still, the author's name is unknown. In my opin
ion who wrote the epistle is not anything one should 
be dogmatic on. Any assertion as to the identity of 
the human author is speculative at best and falls into 
the category of nothing more than an educated 
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guess. The late professor A.M. Stibbs expressed my 
sentiments exactly when he stated: "When a human 
writer of Scripture was providentially led to hide his 
identity there is no need to try, and possibly little or 
no hope of success in trying, to discover it. It is wiser 
to be content not to know" (The New Bible Com
mentary: Revised, p. 1191). 

Several years ago a preacher stated in my pres
ence that when he got to heaven he was going to ask 
God for the answers to two questions. The first ques
tion pertained to the identity of Paul's "thorn in the 
flesh" (2 Cor. 12:7). The second concerned the ques
tion of authorship of Hebrews. For some reason it is 
often difficult for human beings to be content with 
what God has revealed. At times we seem more con
cerned about what Deity chose not to make known. 
Pride may have something to do with it. Concerning 
the authorship of Hebrews, it is probably best to 
conclude as Origin did some 17 centuries ago, "But 
who wrote the epistle, God only knows for certain." 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Change agents in the church are pressing hard 
to drive from our vocabulary and our mind 
any thought of rules, regulations, statutes, 

laws, and pattern. 
If obeying commands is banished, then open fel

lowship with all superstitious people results. 
No lines to draw and therefore no restrictions 

on companionship and brotherhood - including, 
strange to say, evil companions (witness the drive 
among religious folk to defend, excuse, and accept 
homosexuality). 

The proposal to have full fellowship with all bap
tized believers brings up the question of what to do 
about the pious unimmersed. It is a short step to 
claiming familial association with devout people who 
do not believe in jesus as Lord, like Muslims and jews. 
This brings brotherhood with all who claim to respect 
the God of Abraham. But why stop there? If there are 
no restrictions, then the sincere, benevolent, soft-spo
ken Hindu, Shinto, and Buddhist should be embraced 
as being in the great family of the Unseen Other. Trav
eling this path to uncritical peace inevitably results in 
universalism (Unitarian Universalist Church), which 
is defined by the dictionary as "a religious group that 
rejects the Christian doctrine of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, and formal dogma." 

That ought to do it. Get rid of formal dogma and 
you have universal salvation. 

The Unitarian Universalist Association is a lib
eral religious denomination .•• with a strong em
phasis on congregational independence and hu
manitarian concerns .... 1953 the Council of 
Liberal Churches was formed, federating their 
publishing and educational programs. • . • The 
Unitarian Universalist Association has no official 
statement of faith and does not require its minis
ters, members, or congregations to subscribe to 
any particular religious belief (Encarta Reference 
Library 2003 ). 

The Unitarian Universalist Association, like the 
Buddhist, is an atheistic religion- no holds barred, 
no sin condemned, no rules to keep - except, of 
course, the rigid rule to sincerely hate those who be
lieve in God and the Bible. 

Get rid of rigid rules, and you have no pattern. 

20 ~i~ef'o~!d~3~! 

When you have no pattern, you eventually have uni
versalism. It is a slippery slope, and once on it, there 
is no way to stop until you slide out into the broad 
way that leads to destruction. That is where you will 
find the many. 

It is the small gate and narrow way that leads to 
life ... and few are they that find it (Matt. 7:13-14). 

You begin by ridiculing the idea that when God 
has given specific instructions and is silent about 
things not specified that the silence forbids. To pro
mote this Nadab, Abihu, Uzzah, and even Moses 
have to be hooted off the stage. Hold up to ridicule 
and scorn the teaching that when God told Nadab 
and Abihu to use holy fire in offering incense in the 
tabernacle, and was silent about any other fire, that 
to use strange fire was sin. Like Aaron, we must not 
mourn their passing. 

The second step is to dogmatically insist that we 
must not be dogmatic. "Loosen up. Don't be nit
picky," we are told by the anti-patternism crowd. We 
are solemnly told that grace does away with law -
and that means grace only and all law. The promot
ers of this view high-tail it to passages that teach that 
the grace of Christ does away with the Law of 
Moses, because the Law of Moses made no provision 
for absolute forgiveness. It could not. The blood of 
bulls and goats cannot take away sins (He b. 1 0:5). 

If we are saved by grace only through faith alone, 
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then we are not saved by "the law of the spirit of life 
in Christ." 

If Calvin were right, then the pioneers of the res
toration were wrong. If they were wrong, then the 
Bible is wrong, because it clearly teaches that we are 
not saved by faith only Uames 2:24). If they were 
wrong, the restoration appeal is a farce - and we 
have made a horrible mistake. If they were wrong, it 
behooves us to apologize to the Catholic Church and 
the bishop of Rome - John Paul II- and place our
selves in servile submission to his magisterium. But 
that would be rule keeping, so we go back on our 
apology and tell the Catholic Church good-bye, and 
go slipping right on down that slick slope ... till we 
deep-six scripture ... join the Universalism ... and 
give God a fond adieu. 

If you think that is farfetched, then you need to 
take another look at history. 

Thanks be to God, that is not the only alterna
tive. Another option is to have deep-set conviction, 
and hold unwaveringly to revealed truth. We can join 
Paul who stood bound by chains in the dock and 
cried out, "I would to God, that whether with little 
or with much, not thou only, but also all that hear 
me this day, might become such as I am, except these 
bonds." Paul's earnest appeal is that we might be 
bound by belief in God, being made free from sin by 
the law of the spirit of life in Christ, become the 
slaves of righteousness (Rom. 6:17; 8:2). 

That, and that alone, explains the mystery of life, 
gives purpose and meaning to existence, and makes 
us content, happy, and peaceful. 

There is a profound dignity in conviction ... in 
believing something, knowing what you believe, why 
you believe it, and being willing to die for that firmly 
held belief. Until you believe something so power
fully that you would be willing to die for it, you have 
nothing to live for. 

And he called un to him the multitude with his 
disciples, and said unto them, If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me. For whosoever would 
save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gospel's shall 
save it. For what doth it profit a man, to gain the 
whole world, and forfeit his life? For what 
should a man give in exchange for his li fe? For 
whosoever shall be asha med of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and s inful generation, 
the Son of man a lso shall be ashamed of him, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels (Mark 8:34-9:1). 

You can know truth Uohn 8:32). You can know 

that you know truth Uohn 7:17). 
Do not be foolish, but understand what the will 

of the Lord is (Eph. 5: 17). 
You can take a strong, uncompromising stand for 

what you know to be true without being rude and 
belligerent. You can confront religious error without 
being adversarial. 

On the other hand, you cannot be a wimpy sol
dier of the cross. 

You cannot be weak and unassertive in upholding 
and defending the once for all delivered faith. To 
present the gospel as if it were some kind of an apol
ogy betrays revealed truth . 

We must be like Peter and John who spoke with 
all boldness to the dignitaries of the Sanhedrin, and 
then prayed that God would grant them to continue 
to speak his word with boldness (Acts 4:13, 29). 

To speak with boldness is to teach plainly, confi
dently, openly, unreservedly, and frankly. We must 
teach the word of God with fearless assurance and 
cheerful courage. 
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We are heralds of the King of kings. 
Still, we obey the rule "Let your speech be always 

with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer each one" (Col. 4:6). 

God-breathed scripture is firm, unbending, reso
lute ... unwilling to change and strictly applied and 
observed. 

Law 
Like it or not, God's word is law. It is thunder and 
lightening. When the Lord speaks, creatures fear and 
obey. 

Jehovah deigns to speak to us today through a 
written word, and by the mouth of mortals so we 
may have the choice of whether to obey. The day will 
come when he will speak directly to us and all choice 
will be gone. When he calls the dead at the last day, 
none will decline the call, but "all that are in the 
tombs shall hear his voice and come forth" Gohn 
5 :28-29). When he commands the unrighteous -
the disobedient- to "depart from me" they will all 
go away to that dreadful place where the worm 
never dies. They will not want to go out into that 
suffocating darkness where they seek rest and find 
none, but they will go. On that day, "every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue shall confess to God." 

Not till then will we fully know the·baneful con
sequence of being ashamed of Christ and his word. 

To hear and do the words of Christ is to build on 
rock (Matt. 7:24). 

To hear the words of Christ and do them not is 
to build on treacherous sand (Matt. 7 :26). 

At the end of time we will be judged by the say
ings of Jesus Gohn 12:48). 
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Heaven and earth will pass away but his word 
will not fail (lsa. 51:6; Matt. 24:35). 

Our strong assurance- the anchor of our soul 
-is God's word and God's oath (Heb. 6:17-18). 

Those who love God keep his commandments 
Gohn 14:15,22). 

To obey Christ is to abide in his love Gohn 
15:10). 

We must be doers of the word and not hearers 
only Games 1 :22). 

Faith that produces works of obedience makes a 
perfect faith Games 2:22). 

The disciple of Jesus must work the works of Je
hovah Gohn 9:4). 

We can only claim to know God by keeping his 
commandments (1 John 2:3). 

When we obey from the heart a form of doctrine 
(pattern), we are free from the slavery of Satan, and 
become the slaves of righteousness (Rom. 6:17). 

Jesus is the author of eternal life to those that 
obey him (Heb. 5:9). 

God promises to make a contract of mercy and 
forgiveness by writing his law on heart and mind 
(Heb. 8:10-12). 

God gives the Holy Spirit to them that obey him 
(Acts 5 :32). 

Conclusion 
It is inconceivable that any person could read these 
verses and then say that grace dispenses with law and 
faith with works. 

It is equally unimaginable that a candid student 
of the Bible would publish anything that remotely 
suggests that absolute and strict obedience to every 
command of the Lord God is optional. 

Jesus will render vengeance to "them that know 
not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus" (2 Thess. 1 :8). 

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that 
are causing the divisions and occasions of stum
bling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: 
and turn away from them. For they that are such 
serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; 
and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile 
the hearts of the innocent (Rom. 16:17-18). 

Casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that is exalted against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing every thought into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ; and being in readi
ness to avenge all disobedience, when your obe
dience shall be made full (2 Cor. 10:5-6). 
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(We are in debt to E. Claude Gardner for sending the following article. The author of the piece, John L. 
Kachelman Jr., is a gospel preacher, well-trained and widely experienced. He knows whereof he speaks. His 
years of faithful service in the vineyard of the Lord make his counsel of special interest. Because we think his 
words will help other preachers and many elders in the Lord's body, we are happy to publish his observations on 
the Work of a Preacher.) 

Work of a Preacher 
By John L. Kachelman Jr. 

T he work of the located preacher is summa
rized in these areas: 
Evangelism -The preacher must be actively 

involved in encouraging the lost to understand God's 
truth and become obedient, and he should be willing 
to study with members to help them understand how 
God's word applies in life (Acts 20:31). The preacher 
should be a resource for instructing members how to 
conduct evangelistic Bible studies so the membership 
can become involved in local evangelism. It is critical 
for the preacher to be involved in the local evange
lism, but it is more critical that local evangelism not be 
dependent upon the preacher. 

Preaching- This is the primary function (2 Tim. 
4:2). The preacher is to preach the scriptures; the 
lessons should be full of scripture and be presented 
in such a way that those listening come to a better 
understanding of how the texts under study apply to 
life. No deviation from God's written word should 
occur. The lessons should present the whole truth in 
love (Eph. 4: 15). The preacher should offer lessons 
that are in harmony with the eldership's goals for 
"feeding" of the congregation. 

Stimulation of the church - The preacher is in a 
unique position to "stimulate" the congregation 
(Heb. 10:24). The preacher should encourage the 
congregation to become involved in the congrega
tional activities. The preacher should earnestly en
courage members to support the eldership's plans and 
goals. 

Visitation- The preacher should make more vis
its than any other member in the local congregation! 
He must be vigilant in visiting hospitals, being present 
during surgeries, and contacting erring members. He 
should visit prospective contacts and especially those 
who have visited the worship assemblies. 

Training others - Since the preacher has re
ceived "formal" training and since he usually has 

years of experience, he is in a position to help others 
develop their abilities to help the· local· congregation 
grow. 

Position to the eldership - He is a member of 
the congregation and is therefore in "subjection" to 
the elders just as other members of the congregation. 
The preacher does occupy a position unique to other 
members of the congregation and is therefore more 
responsible to show respect and honor to the elder
ship as God's governing for the local congregation. 

Time with his Family - Although the preacher 
is obligated to be a responsible steward of a full-time 
ministry in the Lord's church, he is also a steward of 
his home. It is essential that the preacher spends time 
with his family and helps his wife in the training of 
the children. He needs time to spend with his wife so 
their marriage will be strong and able to weather the 
stresses of full-time church work. 

Time for study - The preacher must be pro
vided a place, time, and resources for serious study 
of God's word. He is to spend a large amount of his 
time in the study and preparation of his lessons. 

Communication with the elders- It is essential 
that the preacher have a good communication with 
the eldership. This communication will assure the 
preacher that he is performing as desired by the el
ders. This communication should be sincere and ex
pressed without fear. The preacher should live by the 
"Golden Rule" in his dealings with everyone, espe-

Change Agents and Churches of Christ 

Be prepared when they come to your congregation. 

Helpful information about this-movement 

can be found at 

www.christlanlty-then-and-now.com 
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cially with the elders of the congregation where he 
labors. 

Preacher and co-workers - There should be no 
jealousy between staff. Each is unique and possesses 
abili ties that the others do not. The uniqueness of 
abilities should be a source for pride and compli
ments rather than jealousy. Each staff member 
should recognize that the objective of the work is the 
progress of the gospel and not the elevation of per
sonal status. 

Some essential keys for sustained church growth: 
·:·Preaching/teaching of God's truth in a way that 

communicates Truth and leads those listening to rec
ognize error. The attitude of presentation is critical 
- it must be in "love" (Eph. 4:15). 

·:·Involvement of every member doing whatever 
they can to help the congregation grow and develop 
(Eph. 4:16). 

·:· An eldership that is perceived by the congrega-

tion as being dedicated to God's will and sincerely 
concerned for the eternal destiny of each member. 
The elders visiting, calling, and writing notes to mem
bers achieve this. 

·!·Worship assemblies that exalt God, comfort 
struggling hearts, invite the lost to find the joys of 
salvation, and that edify one another. 

·:·An educational program that studies the Bible 
and helps members understand how the scriptures 
apply to life. Teachers in the Bible classes that are 
diligent students, concerned for class members, and 
that are dedicated to teaching how the Bible is God's 
authority to help modern mankind find happiness in 
this life. 

·:· A youth program that directs the youth to look 
to God's Bible for the standard of deciding life's ques
tions. 

2309 Rehoboth 
Searcy, AR 74213 
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Gifts from the Heart 
by Mary Alice Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children. our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes 
and observations from life, giving it a very 
practical application. pb 161 pgs ............... $6.00 

God Knew He Needed Her 
by Clean Lyles 
This book presents a down-to-earth, biblical 
approach to God's plan for women. The author 
shows how women can attain the greatest 
degree of happiness and fulfill their greatest 
purpose in life. Here is the answer to "women's 
lib." a book for every woman and one that should 
be studied in every ladies class. hb 125 pgs. 
.................................................................. $9.00 

Daughters of Eve 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 
Strength for today from women of yesterday 
comes fromvisits with 25 women portrayed by 
God for our enlightenment 
andencouragement. There is confusion today 
about the role of women; this studyof their 
needs, abilities, privileges, responsibilities 
and possibilities shows God's plan for 
women. It has become a classic for individual 
and classuse. 

~....=:. ___ _ ...1..J pb 235 pages. 
........................................ .......................... $6.95 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 
Christian women discuss: You as an individual, 
time for spiritual growth; your marriage, enhanc
ing intimacy, advice for singles, widows, scriptur
ally divorced women, stepmothers, women with 
non-Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; current issues, 
troublesome issues in the home and church; 
special areas, advice/discussions on trials and 
rewards of wives of missionaries, elders, 
deacons, and preachers. pb 214 pgs ........ $6.95 

No Greater Joy 
by Sheila Keckler Butt 
This book emphasizes the awesome responsibil· 
ity God has given to mothers. It is full of personal 
illustrations and practical suggestions for raising 
children who will bring "no greater joy." This 
study is intended to be an inspiration one's 
growth as a Christian mother. The last chapter is 
written woman-to-woman, discussing how to be 
the wife of a happy husband within God's 
institution of marriage. pb 150 pgs . ••••••••• .$7.95 

Woman: A Biblical Quest 
by Owen D. Olbricht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in 
the home, in the church, and in the community. 
Neither an effort to uphold nor condemn a 
tradition, but rather an effort to discover the 
message of God's Word and to understand the 
role of woman from his perspective. God's 
revelation of his design for woman should be 
carefully, prayerfully studied by all. pb 138 pgs. 
. ......................................... ........................ $6.00 

. . Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 
Sh1ppmg - $3.50 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 

Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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God's Garden of Grace 
By Mary Martini 

N earby there is a beautiful garden. There are 
many pathways with lush vegetation and 
garden ornaments to take delight in as you 

walk along. A craftsman long ago built a stone arch
way, which upon stepping through it, you find your
self in a magnificent rose and herb garden. The 
beauty and fragrance are a wonder to behold. What a 
blessing to have discovered this treasure. 

God's grace is much like this stunning garden, 
only more resplendent. God has prepared it, and it's 
waiting for us if we will just avail ourselves of it. God 
tells us that every spiritual blessing is "in Christ" 
(Eph. 1:3 ). To be outside Christ can be compared to 
standing in a dry, barren patch of land. To .look just 
down the road at a fertile, flourishing garden invit
ing you in has to pull one away from the emptiness 
and towards the bountiful. Why would one want to 
stand just outside when there are so many marvelous 
blessing by coming inside? 

If we want to touch the velvety rose petal and 
smell the luscious lavender, we must start down the 
path, come to the archway way entrance, and step 
through the door and into the garden. And what 
peace and joy we will find once inside! 

God's garden of grace is calling everyone to 
come in. And how does he call us? We are called by 
the gospel (2 Thess. 2:13-14; Rom. 1:16). But 
there's something that can keep us from enjoying the 
blessings inside. Sin will prevent us from being able 
to enter God's grace. Since Christ has all authority in 
religious matters (Col. 3: 17), He sets forth the terms 
of the right of entry into the garden of grace. It's by 
obedience to the gospel of Christ that one receives 
forgiveness of sins. And forgiveness of sins is only 
possible through the death of Christ, for without the 
shedding of his blood there could be no remission of 
sins (Heb. 9:22). We must wash away the dirt and 
corruption in our lives in order to obtain justification 
for entrance (Gal. 3:26-27). Justification means one 
is forgiven of every sin. "Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in your obedience to the truth" (1 Pet. 
1 :22). "Ye became obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching where unto you were delivered; 
and being made free from sin, ye became servants of 

righteousness" (Rom. 6: 17-18). It's then, and only 
then, when one can stand just, pure and righteous 
before God and thus freely enjoy access through the 
abundant entrance into the realm of grace. How 
much do I hunger and thirst for this righteousness 
(Matt. 5: 6)? Will I surrender self and wash away my 
sins to gain entrance into God's garden of blessings? 

Do you know what is part of the beauty of being 
able to live and move within the realm of God's di
vine favor? The access itself into God's garden of 
grace. Could we perhaps be so over anxious to re
ceive the gifts of the garden that we fail to stop and 
ponder the exquisite structure and composition of 
the gateway itself? "Therefore, having been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace to which we stand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God" (Rom. 5: 1-2). Access 

Everyday Christianity 
Articles by such notable men as Maxie Boren, Franklin Camp, 
Winford Claiborn, Ralph Gilmore, J. Noel Merideth, David 
Pharr, Billy Smith, Don W. Tarbett, Clyde Woods, Guy N. 
Woods, Dowell Flatt, W.T. Hamilton. 60 additional authors who 
gave their best effort to the writing of the 84 lessons. This 
volume contains the index for the lecture books 1970-1984. 
419 pgs. 1984 Fread-Hardeman Lectureship Book 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
Covenants Old and New 
Overcoming Worty 
Help for the Preacher's Wife 
More Preaching on Congregational Development 
Older Women Teaching Younger Women 
The Family- Training for Now and Eternity 
Practicing Christianity at Home 
Christian Graces: The Grace of Tolerance 
Overcoming Apathy 
How to Make Young People Stronger in the Faith 
The Christian and Suffering 
Overcoming Worldliness Evetyday 
Developing the Servant Attitude 
Lectures on the Book of Revelation 
The Grace of Love 
Elders and Evetyday Christianity 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 sJh • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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means "approach." It's from the word prosago, 
which is defined as "to lead towards, to conduct, to 
bring, draw near." It's through Christ that we are 
brought into the realm of grace. "For through him 
we both have access by one Spirit to the Father" 
(Eph. 2:18). In Christ "we have boldness and access 
with confidence through faith in him" (Eph. 3:12). 

Brother Roy Deaver wrote: 
By our faith in him, which compels our obedi
ence to him, we are placed into Christ - our ac
cess (approach) into the realm of grace. One 
does not pass through Christ and into the realm 
of grace. That is, one does not pass into Christ, 
and then out of Christ, and into the realm of 
grace. Rather, the Christ is the door, the en
trance. and he is also the entire realm. To be in 
Christ is to be in the realm of grace; to be in the 
realm of grace is to be in the Christ. Christ is our 
'approach,' and he is the entire realm. 

Could there be anything more marvelous than to 
gaze in wonder and ponder the depths and richness 

of God, knowing that it's through Christ we can 
draw so near to our Lord? Our obedient faith, by 
way of Christ, is the key which unlocks the door into 
his garden. It's then that we can stand in the midst of 
the garden of his grace and soak up his love and all 
spiritual blessings (2 Pet. 1:2-4 ). When we can lay 
hold of these truths, then we ourselves can become 
like a beautiful fragrant rose to God growing in his 
garden. Listen. Can you hear God gently whispering: 
"Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ"? May our hearts gleefully re
spond: "To him be the glory both now and forever. 
Amen." (2 Pet. 3: 18). 

425 Southlake Park W 
Southlake, TX 76092 

(The thoughts and quotation in this article are 
from my mentor, Roy C. Deaver. Thank you brother 
Deaver for your many years of service to the Lord.) 

Cremation Right or Wrong? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Fread-Hardeman University 

Cremation is not an option for this writer. It 
was repulsive to observe the crematory ov
ens at Dachau concentration camp in Ger

many where masses were gassed and burned. Granted 
that voluntary cremation is a matter of personal pref
erence. It is neither right nor wrong. The Bible is silent 
and therefore, the proper position is silence. 

Why Some Advocate Cremation 
It appears to be less costly for cremation than the tra
ditional way. The average funeral, the lot and monu
ment, can cost about $9,000. To be cremated is gen
erally less expensive. 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restoration Plea in an under
standable way - to define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. BKKU04, 91 pgs., pb 

$4.95 
$2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The environmentally conscious person believes 
cremation is better for the environment. It is a "more 
environmentally-friendly means." 

Others think it provides more flexibility than a 
regular funeral. The time for a memorial can be 
more flexible. 

It is argued that cremation is becoming a more 
acceptable way to dispose of a body in our culture. 
There is the Cremation Society of North America 
that keeps statistics. In a year in the previous decade, 
about 20 percent in the U.S. were cremated, but in 
the South it was less than 4 percent. In the western 
states, the figure was more than 35 percent. · 

Who Cremates? 
It is the standard practice for Hindus and 90 percent 
of Japanese. Catholics have been slow to allow the 
practice, but Protestants do not have a standard 
policy. Jews prefer burial as one Jew explained, "The 
body is a temple. God made the temple, and it's not 
up to us to destroy it." The younger generation of 
Americans are beginning to be more receptive. 



Cremation Described 
A writer, Clark Parsons, gives a step-by-step descrip
tion of a cremation. This may be too gruesome for 
some to read. He states: 

Because some faiths require family members 
to assist in placing the body inside the crematory 
unit or beginning the process, there is often an 
electric switch by the window that a family 
member can flip to begin the incineration. It is 
the cremation equivalent of the family watching 
a casket being lowered into the ground. 

The procedure itself is basic. For public health 
and operational reasons, the body is placed on a 
cardboard platform and slid into the cremato
rium, which often resembles a big industrial 
kiln. In a meticulous trail of identification, a 
fire-proof ID tag is actually placed inside the 
crematorium alongside the body. 

The temperature under the direct flames in
side averages 1,800-2,000 degrees in most units. 
If the body has been embalmed beforehand, the 
temperature can climb higher. 

Because most cremations start with the units 
being 'cold,' it takes roughly 2-2% hours for the 
cremation to be completed. 

The only thing left after the process, besides 
any fragments of mementos, is small bone frag
ments. Workers gather and sweep together all 
the cremains and place them in a processor. In 
30 seconds, the fragments are pulverized into 
ash and dust. 

The cremains, which weigh 2-3 pounds, are 
then placed into a sealed urn and given to the 
family. Many place the cremains in a memorial 
garden or similar setting, but some choose to 
follow the wishes of the deceased and scatter the 
cremains at a favorite outdoor location. 

Bodily Resurrection 
Whether cremated, buried in the sea or ocean, 
burned in house fire, in a car that burns or in the 
family burial plot, it should be remembered by the 
power of Christ all will be raised with a glorious, im
mortal, spiritual body to face the judgment. This is 
beyond human comprehension but nevertheless true 
for the Lord said, "Do not marvel at this; for the 
hour is coming in which all who are in the graves 
will hear His voice and come forth - those who 
have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil, to the resurrection of condem
nation" ijohn 5:28-29, NKJV). 

Regardless how our bodies perish and separate 
from the spirit ijames 2:26), let us be faithful Chris
tians. 

3 72 Mills St. 
Henderson, TN 38340 
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by Bruce R. Curd 

Here is the issue. Is the attitude, the motivation, that leads one 
to wed an unbeliever a good attitude or a bad one? Is one who 
subordinates spiritual interests to physical interests being 
motivated by righteous desires or not? Is the one who yokes 
with the unbeliever exhibiting a holy desire to put the kingdom 
of Christ first in his life. The religion of Christ is not something 
that we do occasionallly as a part of our lives, irather it is all 
consuming and must govern every decision that we make. This 
book reflects scholarly research, reasoned logic, and above all, 
an appeal to the authority of the scriptures. Third edition, 
revised. BKLA04, paperback, 260 pgs. 

$9.95 
$3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Freecf-Harcfeman Lectures 

Church Growth -
a Blueprint 
for Stronger Churches 

Two great efforts are made. First, it is desired that motivation be 
increased in all areas of church growth. The great promises and 
blessings of the gospel and the consequent sense of privilege 
and responsibility impel us to greater effort. Second, much at
tention is given to ways and means of church growth. Such 
notable men as Batsell B. Baxter, Robert R. Taylor Jr., Billy 
Smith, J. Noel Merideth, Joe Gilmore, Dowell Flatt, Don Flatt, 
and Willard Collins contributed to this book.1981 429 pgs. 

Some of the topics In the book are: 
The Growth of the Church Through Benevolence 
Developing Leadership 
Old Testament Examples of Leadership: Abraham 
Christian Homes Contribute to Church Growth 
Radical Feminism 
The Great Need of the Hour 
The Powerful Influence of a Woman in Church Growth 
Church Growth Among Minorities 
The Church's Mission Is Growth 
Giving as a Gauge of Church Growth 
Church Growth Through Doctrinal Preaching 
Let Us Go Up at Once and Overcome (Numbers 13:30) 
Individual Growth Builds Stronger Churches 
Preparation of Preachers Helps Growth 
Preaching from the Prophets to Promote Church Growth 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order your copy right now/ 
Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Potpourri ••. 
Amiscellaneous mixture of current events that 

reflect the religious facet of society - the 
morals and the immorals of our people. 

Gay Marriage 
0 President George W. Bush announced he op

poses efforts to legalize "gay" marriage and has law
yers working to codify the definition of marriage as a 
union between a man and a woman. 

"I believe in the sanctity of marriage. I believe a 
marriage is between a man and a woman and I think 
we ought to codify that one way or another, and we 
have lawyers looking at that," he told reporters in re
sponse to a question during a news conference at the 
White House Rose Garden. 

"I'm mindful that we're all sinners. And I caution 
those who may try to take the 'speck out of their 
neighbor's eye when they have a log in their own/' 
said Bush in a reference to the Bible verse in the book 
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of Matthew. "I think it's very important for our soci
ety to respect each individual, to welcome those with 
good hearts - to be a welcoming country. On the 
other hand, that doesn't mean that somebody like me 
needs to compromise on issues such as marriage." 

WayOul West 
OThe city of Oakland barred two employees from 

advertising an informal group that respects "the natu
ral family, marriage and family values," contending 
the bulletin-board flyer was "homophobic." 

In a case that could set a precedent challenging 
anti-discrimination laws, Regina Rederford and 
Robin Christy filed suit yesterday in U.S. District 
Court in Oakland against two city supervisors who 
enforced a policy they insist is unconstitutional. 

"It's ridiculous- the flyer doesn't mention ho
mosexuality whatsoever," said Rederford's attorney, 
Scott Lively. 

"It's a completely affirmative and positive state
ment about a Christian value system centered on the 
natural family," Lively said. "For the city of Oakland 
to have interpreted that to mean an attack on ho
mosexuality was really taking liberties." 

On an employee bulletin board where a variety 
of political and sexually oriented causes are pro
moted, Rederford posted a flyer jan. 3 titled, "Pre
serve Our Workplace With Integrity." The entire text 
said: 

Good News Employee Associations is a forum 
for people of Faith to express their views on the 
contemporary issues of the day. With respect for 
the Natural Family, Marriage and Family values. 

from farl Iavis 
$Even as the Vatican's statement on gay mar

riages divided Illinois Catholics into two camps, 
some voices on both sides agreed that the recent 
abuse scandals have weakened the church's moral 
authority on sexual matters (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 
1, 2003). 

0 HONOLULU- As the white-tipped wave melts 
into the ocean, the surfer's rush of adrenaline gives 
way to other feelings. Some who ride the walls of 
water are making an unexpected discovery. They are 
finding God. "Surfing is the most spiritual thing that 



you can do," said Rabbi Nachum Shifren, who lec
tures on the surf-soul connection. "You're out in the 
water, you're by yourself, you're out there in God's 
creation. It's like being in the womb" (Chicago Tri
bune, Aug. 1, 2003). Sure hope change agents in the 
church don't get a whiff of that. 

IJNEW YORK- New York City is creating the 
nation's first public high school for gays, bisexuals 
and transgender students. The Harvey Milk High 
School - named after San Francisco's first openly 
gay city supervisor - will enroll about 100 students 
(Chicago Tribune, Aug. 1, 2003). 

IJVATICAN CITY- The Vatican hopes to rally 
public opposition to gay marriages in a worldwide 
campaign spurred by its alarm over growing legal ac
ceptance of same-sex unions ... John Paul II has been 
speaking out for months against legislative proposals 
to legalize same-sex marriages (Chicago Tribune, July 
29, 2003). 

$John Geoghan, a Catholic Church priest, 
preyed on children for a long time. The co~ plaint to 
his superiors came in 1979. The last one came in 
1992. His years in the priesthood gave him innumer
able opportunities to find victims. Last year he was 
convicted of fondling a 1 0-year-old boy, and sen
tenced to 9 to 10 years in prison (Chicago Tribune, 
July 27, 2003). 

$WASHINGTON - An increasing number of 
Americans believe that Islam is more likely than 
other religions to promote violence among its fol
lowers, according to a survey (Chicago Tribune, July 
25, 2003). 

OA new report says that attempts to curb binge 
drinking on campuses through "social norms mar
keting"- campaigns emphasizing that students at a 
given school drink in moderation - have failed 
(Chicago Tribune, July 24, 2003 ). 

45th Anniversary 

Hinesdlle Chureh of Christ 

We would like to welcome all of you to join 
us on October 19 for a day of worship and fel
lowship and for our gospel meeting continu
ing through Wednesday the 22. 

We are especially interested in reaching the 
military families who worshiped with us while 
serving at Ft. Stewart, Georgia. 

P.O. Box 564 • Hinesville, GA 31310 
912/876-2816 

Email at hnvlcofc@clds.net 

OJ. Michael Bailey's new book reveals that 
transgender people are just as unhappy and discon· 
tented after the long and painful process to change 
their gender as they were before. His book, The Man 
Who Would Be Queen: The Science of Gender-Bend
ing and Transsexualism, is under attack by ... well ... 
guess who? (Chicago Tribune, July 29, 2003). 

0 Kathleen Parker in a recent column discussing 
the rush to court to sue for every conceivable infrac
tion - both real and imagined - says, '"'I don't buy 
for a minute that anybody with the means to procure 
liquor doesn't know the risks of alcohol consump
tion. Or tobacco use. Or the connection between Big 
Macs and elastic waistbands (Chicago Tribune, July 
23, 2003). 

Oln the Windy City more than 39 certified ko
sher restaurants have sprung up. For food to be clas
sified as kosher it must be prepared under a strict set 
of guidelines. Meat must come from animals slaugh
tered as quickly and painlessly as possible, and under 
the supervision of a Jewish Rabbi. The meat must be 
soaked in salt to remove all blood. Animals like 
cows, sheep, and goats can be kosher, but pigs and 
rabbits are not. Shellfish and catfish are not kosher 
(Chicago Tribune, July 22, 2003). 

®SHREVEPORT, La - Bishop Fred Caldwell 
grew tired of seeing so few white faces in his pre
dominantly black church, so now he is offering to 
pay whites to attend. Caldwell will pay whites $5 an 
hour for attending Sunday services, and $10 an hour 
for Thursday night services (Chicago Tribune, Aug. 2, 
2003). 

0 We close this section of Potpourri with a lengthy 
quote from Dennis Byrne because what is has to say is 
wily - even if it is not altogether religious, but if you 
think outside the box, it may have a religious conno
tation. Here it is - for what it's worth: 

Have you noticed how America has become a 
nation of complete idiots? Turn on the news any 
time and it is filled with stories about investiga
tions into every kind of nincompoopery - from 
intelligence foul-ups and a space shuttle disaster 
to porch collapses. All of it conducted, of 
course, by the press, politicians and personal in
jury lawyers from the safety of hindsight. 

The Iraq war, we now discover, has been a dis
mal failure. The generals, those dolts, messed up 
by thinking that they won it in record time. 

Feeling proud they were, that they swept into 
Baghdad without massive loss of military or ci
vilian lives, the destruction of major infrastruc
ture or the dislocation of millions of refugees. 

See, by overrunning Iraq in just a few weeks, 
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the generals - actually lost the war, because 
now they don't know what to do. If only they 
had turned the war into a years-long quagmire, 
they would have had more time to think about 
how to switch on the electricity. 

Just like they got fooled into thinking that 
American troops would have to fight th rough 
hundreds of thousands of Republican Guards. 
The generals, those jamokes, now think that the 
Iraqi troops evaporated into the populace. Fools. 
Just like weapons of mass destruction, the Repub
lican Guard never was there in the first place. 

See, by 'winning' the war so quickly, America 
really lost it. We gullible Americans fell into the 
trap laid by that crafty Saddam Hussein. Sucked 
us right in, he did. Knowing he could never beat 
us head to head, he planned all along to go hide 
in the weeds, in the confident knowledge that 
the mere sight o f Americans would so enrage 
Iraqis that they'll rise up in a gueri lla war and 
kick us infidels our. We're too dumb to see it. 

Sodomy Constitutional? 
t?Hn June, Justice Anthony Kennedy, writing for 

the Supreme Court, discovered that the Constitution 
protects liberty in both its "spatial" and irs "more 
transcendent" dimensions, and one or the other of 
these dimensions covers sodomy. When states pro
hibited sodomy, as almost all of them did in the past, 
they were violating the Constitution. Kennedy's de
cision is an embarrassing mess. As Justice Scalia ob
served in a typically brilliant and pointed dissent, 
Kennedy has flip-flopped (the campaign debate ter
minology is entirely appropriate here) on the role of 
precedent. When he wanted to preserve the judi
cially-invented abortion right, he claimed that the 
Court had to stick to irs position because that posi
tion was under fire. Now that he wants to create a 
right to sodomy that the Court had refused to recog
nize, he says that widespread criticism is a reason for 
the Court to change irs mind. One of the critics to 
which Kennedy listens is, ominously, the European 
Court of Human Rights, that well-known authority 
on the U.S. Constitution. Kennedy's federalism turns 
out to be as much a sham as his concern for legal sta
bility: A branch of the federal government has just 
told the states that they cannot enact the laws they 
prefer, and without any obvious constitutional war
rant for the edict And the reasoning of the opinion is 
gratuitously sloppy. Kennedy insists that the right he 
is creating is a right to engage in sexual relationships 
rather than to engage in sex. But what possible 
difference would this make? Presumably Kennedy is 
not suggesting that states can prosecute one-night 
stands. You don't have to support laws banning sod-
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omy -we do not - to see that the Court has com
mitted an offense against self-government. This is 
not the first time it has done so in the campaign for 
social liberalism. It will not be the last, either, if the 
political branches do not restrain it (National Re
view, July 2003). 

Catch Up 
t?~To give a recap of what's happening among 

some of denominationa l neighbors on the homo
sexual controversy we re-print the following from 
World magazine: 

When officials announced the vote tally on 
June 8, thunderous applause showered the 
crowd at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Con
cord, N .H. The occasion : Episcopalians in the 
diocese of New Hampshire had just elected the 
first openly homosexual bishop anywhere in the 
worldwide Anglican Communion. As joyous 
clergy and delegates leapt to their feet, the new 
bishop, Canon Y. Gene Robinson, ambled for
ward, stood before the altar, and embraced his 
grown chi ldren and his male lover. 

O n May 23 in Nashville, officials of Glendale 
Baptist Church met with officials of the Tennes
see Baptist Convention (TBC). The issue: Glen
dale had in 2002 hired as its associate pastor 
April Baker, a practicing lesbian, a fact the TBC 
did not learn until January 2003. TBC officials 
fe lt Ms. Baker's sexuali ty violated Scripture. 
Glendale officials believed otherwise, and asked 
the TBC to quietly vote them out. 
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In October 2002, about 300 Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A) members from northeastern 
churches gathered at South Presbyterian Church 
in Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. There they nailed to a 
church door dissents and demands that included 
calls for the reversal of PCUSA laws against or
daining non-celibate homosexuals and marrying 
same-sex couples. During an ensuing two hour 
worship service, church members hoisted the 
door atop sawhorses and converted it into a 
communion table where gay ministers and elders 
blessed bread and wine, then served it to wor
shippers. 

A growing number of churches in some de
nominations are stepping beyond the acceptance 
of repenting homosexuals as members, and in
stead loving both sinner and sin. Denominations 
that for decades have ordained pastors who re
ject such essential doctrines of Christianity as 
Christ's deity and His resurrection are now also 
on the verge of affirming homosexuality laity as 
biblical. Conservative Christians who remain in 
those bodies are fighting for the scriptural view 
of sexual morality that has stood for millennia. 

One battle ended in May when the PCUSA's 
Cincinnati Presbytery disciplined Rev. Steve Van 
Kuiken for defying its order not to 'marry ho
mosexuals. Pastors and ruling elders in the 
presbytery ruled that Rev. Van Kuiken had 're
nounced jurisdiction' of the denomination by re
fusing to be bound by its orders. They removed 
him as pastor of Mount Auburn Presbyterian 
Church and as a member of the denomination. 

Like Mt. Auburn, at least 113 PCUSA congre
gations in 30 states have designated themselves 
'More Light Presbyterians' (MLP). Membership 
in the group, which seeks 'full participation of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people of 
faith in the life, ministry, and witness of the Pres
byterian Church (U.S.A.),' is up 20 percent from 
three years ago, according to retired MLP board 
member Gene Ruff. 

Meanwhile, 280 churches and 21 synods in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) participate in a similar program called 
'Reconciling in Christ' (RIC). During RICs first 
18 years, 250 congregations across North 
America joined, but 30 new churches have 
joined this year alone. Other denominations 
have gay-affirming programs such as the Rain
bow Baptists, the Association of Welcoming and 
Affirming Baptists, and the United Methodist 
Reconciling Congregation Program. 

Blurbs From National Review 
$Rep. Dennis Kucinich may just be the most en

dearing candidate for president in the current crop 
- no, really. Discussing the Supreme Court picks of 
a President Kucinich, he said he without doubt 
would appoint a homosexual justice, including "any 

lesbian, bisexual, or transgender person - just as 
long as they'd be willing to uphold Roe v. Wade." 
Even the ungrammatical "they," instead of "he," is ... 
perfect. 

f>The Supreme Court's decision in June to strike 
down sodomy laws is being hailed not only as a great 
advance for civil rights, enlightenment, tolerance, 
etc., but also as evidence of the broadmindedness of 
the justices in the majority. Justice Kennedy cited the 
European Court of Human Rights as an authority on 
American law. Even better, he drew on cutting-edge 
gay scholarship. This was a triumph for "gay stud
ies," according to Rick Perlstein in the Washington 
Post. This scholarship established, first, that for most 
of our (and, indeed, world) history people thought 
of homosexuality as a kind of behavior rather than a 
kind of identity; and second, that the law had for 
most of this history prohibited many forms of sexual 
immorality in addition to homosexual conduct. 
Therefore, Kennedy reasoned, it cannot be said that 
America has a long tradition of prohibitionist laws 
targeting homosexual persons. But Kennedy's con
clusion begs all the important questions. The Texas 
sodomy law prohibited types of acts, not types of 
persons; in that respect, it was squarely within 
American tradition. All that the historical record ac
tually proves is that nobody - from the founding of 
the Republic until June 2003 believed that any part 
of the Constitution established a right to any kind of 
sexual behavior. So Justice Kennedy has twisted the 
content of gay studies. But he has, we concede, 
stayed true to its spirit. He took a politicized aca
demic field and politicized it still further. A triumph 
of sorts. 
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SA former Bond girl has been ordained a priest 
of the Anglican Communion. Shannon Ledbetter, 3 9, 
who appeared in a sexy outfit in the 1997 film To
morrow Never Dies, will become vicar of Knowsley, 
a small town in northwest England. Church authori
ties did not say, explicitly, that her ordination was 
part of a new Anglican outreach program to hetero
sexuals; but such an initiative is in fact long over
due. 

f!Sing, 0 Goddess, of the wrath of Zeus ... The 
Lord of Thunder is of course a staunch conservative, 
and has recently been expressing angry disapproval 
of certain aspects of the modem world. Item: The 
Greek government has called on that country's shep
herds to abandon their new metal crooks and return 
to the traditional wooden ones, after three shepherds 
were killed by lightning in a single week. Item: A 
young Englishwoman vacationing in Greece nar
rowly escaped death when her tongue stud was 
struck by lightning. She was badly blistered, tempo
rarily blinded, and rendered mute for three days. A 
commentator in the British press noted that, 
considering what other parts of their bodies young 
people decorate with metal piercings nowadays, 
Miss Becky Nyang got off lightly. 

Ouofe 
fJ "I, who make no other profession, find it my

self such infinite depth and variety, that what I have 
learned bears no other fruit than to make me realize 
how much I still have to learn. To my weakness, so 
often perceived, I owe my inclination to coolness in 
my opinion and any hatred of that aggressiveness 
and quarrelsome arrogance that believes and trusts 
wholly in itself, a mortal enemy of discipline and 
truth" (Montaigne, Of Experience, 1558). 

lummm 
$I remarked on the British regulations that for

bid doing anything to make bats feel uncomfortable 
in church, there often being more bats than people. 
Some clergy are content simply to grumble about the 
new rules, but a friend tells me he spoke to one vicar 
who has found a solution: "I baptize them and then 
confirm them, and they never come back." 

lilA 
0 The National Education Association is a union 

for public school teachers and aggressively advocates 
socialism and humanism. It is therefore anti-god, 
though many members of the organization do not 
fully subscribe to its agenda. 

3 2 ~rr!ew::~d;~~! 

There were 9,000 delegates to the July National 
Education Association "representative assembly," 
which was held in New Orleans. 

A report in World magazine Uuly 26, 2003) 
makes us aware of some of the grotesque behavior 
and action at the assembly. 

David O'Neal told the group, "As a patriotic per
son of faith, I believe this body should take pride to 
acknowledge that we are one nation under God." 

The O'Neal statement generated a firestorm of 
protest, and David O'Neal found it necessary to 
withdraw his request. He was surrounded by del
egates and one man in a Hawaiian shirt and baggy 
shorts yelled at him, "You are trying to force God on 
me and I don't appreciate it," pointing his finger in 
Mr. O'Neal's face. 

Sissy Jochman secured the 50 signatures neces
sary to submit a petition for debate. Mrs. Jochman 
faced the huge congress and motioned her petition 
for delegate consideration. She said, 

Let me be very clear, I love all my students 
regardless of their sexual orientation. Because 
of my great concern for all students, I feel 
compelled ... to address the NEA's policy on 
sexual diversity. According to their current poli
cies, the NEA does not consider the needs of 
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those students with unwanted same-sex attrac
tions. I've done some research over the past two 
years and have discovered that people do leave 
homosexuality. 

Mrs. Jochman recited scientific evidence in sup
port of her position. Her proposal would have added 
ex-gay to the list of NE.Ns list of sexual expression, 
which would allow school counselors to help stu
dents desiring to leave the gay-lifestyle. She con
cluded: 

To deny referrals to groups or counselors who 
are trained in helping those students who seek 
change is the most discriminative act of all. 
Where is the equality and tolerance for the facts 
about ex-gays? I move to adopt this resolution. 

A man approached the microphone and moved 
that the resolution be dismissed out-of-hand (that is, 
without discussion). A thunderous '~YE!" reverber
ated through the hall. 

About an hour later, tears flowed from Mrs. 
Jochman's eyes as two friends tried to console her, 
she said, "Oh, that was hostile." 

The assembly passed a petition to "develop 
model language that would protect NEA pension 
benefits," and another "reversing the redistribution 
of wealth." 

rhe New World Disorder 
G Buoyed by growing political acceptance of ho

mosexuals worldwide, a United Nations group pro
moting "gay" and lesbian rights met in New York to 
sharpen a multi-pronged strategy that includes a 
"showdown with religion." 

The meeting was sponsored by the U.N. Gay, Les
bian or Bisexual Employees, known as UNGLOBE, a 
group officially recognized by the worldwide body in 
1996. 

At a forum Monday, attended briefly by U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, panel members 
singled out Roman Catholics and evangelical Protes
tants as opponents, according to the New York-based 
Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute. 

Speakers included U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D
Mass., who urged Congress to withhold support for 
a free trade agreement with Muslim-majority Egypt 
because of its treatment of homosexuals. 

Paula Ettelbrick, executive director of the San 
Francisco-based International Gay and Lesbian Hu
man Rights Commission, or IGLHRC, announced a 
coming "showdown with religion" and vowed Pope 
John Paul II's "call to arms" against homosexual 
marriage would be successfully combated. 

Another panel member, Princeton University 
professor Anthony Appiah, wondered whether or 
not religion should be limited, as it poses a "chal
lenge" to the homosexual agenda. 

The U.N. group that hosted the event is pressing 
the United Nations to recognize same-sex couples 
and treat their partnerships as equal to traditional 
marriages (WorldNetDaily.com, Aug. 8, 2003). 

Ouofe #2 
{~l Postmodernists believe that all truth is nothing 

more than a construction. What people believe to be 
true - religions, ideologies, moralities - are all cul
tural or personal constructions. There really is no es
sential difference between truth and fiction. Thus, 
postmodern fiction writers purposefully blur the 
boundaries between truth and fiction, casting doubt 
on them both (Gene Edward Veith, "Peddling Poppy
cock," World magazine, May 31, 2001). 

(Ed. note: Well, okay, maybe that explains some 
of the nonsense flooding the church by postmodern 
theologians- otherwise known as change agents.) 
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More on Marriage Law 

A the risk of becoming tiresome - but realiz
ing the urgency of the matter and the need 
for full discussion - we reprint an article 

from National Review, Aug. 11, 2001, pp. 15-16. It's 
worth the read. 

''Any day now, the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts is expected to declare that men can 
marry men and women can many women. National 
politicians are already trying to figure out what re
sponse, if any, they should make. 

"The instinct of many people will be to echo what 
Dick Cheney said in the vice-presidential debate of 
2000: that the regulation of marriage should be left to 
the states. Massachusetts can recognize same-sex 
"marriages," and Vermont "civil unions," and the 
other 48 states can reach their own arrangements. 
Federalism has not, in the past, been understood as an 
absolute rule in matters marital: The federal govern
ment forced states to end polygamy and to allow inter
racial marriages. But whether the matter should, in 
theory, be left to the states is irrelevant. The courts are 
exceedingly unlikely to let that happen. 

"What happens when a same-sex couple from 
Wyoming gets "married" in Massachusetts? There is 
every reason to expect that liberal legal activists will 
sue, both in federal and state courts, to get Wyoming 
to recognize that marriage as valid. To be sure, Con
gress has tried to close off one path to the litigators. 
The Defense of Marriage Act, passed in 1996, says 
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that states are not required, under the full faith and 
credit clause, to recognize other states' same-sex mar
riages. But a state court could easily twist some state 
constitutional provision to force that recognition. Or 
a federal court could strike down the Defense of Mar
riage Act. Twice already, the Supreme Court has nulli
fied laws that reflect traditional understandings of 
sexual morality on the theory that such laws are based 
on an irrational "animus" against gay people. 

"On that reasoning, why should the Defense of 
Marriage Act stand? 

"Or a federal court could leave the Defense of 
Marriage Act alone, but empty it of meaning. The 
court could reason that Wyoming has the right under 
the act to decline to recognize same-sex marriages 
created in Massachusetts, but that its decision to ex
ercise that right is based on an unconstitutional ani
mus. In a world where freewheeling judicial activism 
is routine and the legal culture is overwhelmingly on 
the side of progressive understandings of morality, 
the possibilities are endless. If we didn't live in that 
world, perhaps we could put our faith in federalism. 
But we cannot wish that world away. 

"We would object to judges' taking it upon them
selves to impose a national regime of gay marriage. 
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But we would also object to what would be imposed. 
Traditionally, marriage has been understood to be or
dered to procreation. This ordering was not, in gen
eral, understood in a narrowly instrumental way. 
The tradition did not insist that "the purpose of mar
riage is to raise children." Married couples were 
never required to have, to want, or even to be ca
pable of having children. Elderly couples could 
marry. Infertility was not held to be a valid ground 
for annulment. Still, there was a link to procreation. 
Impotence was a valid ground for annulment, be
cause it meant that the couple could not effect the 
behavioral conditions for procreation; that it could 
not unite in the total, including biological, sense re
quired of true union. It was understood that the ideal 
setting for the rearing of children was the marriage 
of their parents. 

"That ideal could not always be achieved. Trag
edy could leave a child parentless and in need of 
adoption. Children could be born outside of mar
riage. These realities did not challenge the culture
wide commitment to the ideal, just as the recognition 
that adultery exists does not bring the virtue of fidel
ity into question. The widespread practice of divorce 
and remarriage did, however, challenge the ideal. So 
have such seemingly marginal developments as the 
rise of sperm banks. Gay marriage would cut the fi
nal cord that ties marriage to the well-being of chil
dren. It is a step we should not take. Our cultural 
forgetting of the meaning of marriage has already 
had too many sad consequences for children and 
adults (not least for their moral development). 

"Whether we wish to prevent the judicial imposi
tion of gay marriage for procedural or substantive 
reasons, it seems clear that the only way to do so is 
by constitutional amendment. And while we do not 
carry a brief for every word and comma in it, the 
proposed Federal Marriage Amendment seems to do 
the job well. It reads: "Marriage in the United States 
shall consist only of the union of a man and a 
woman. Neither this constitution or the constitution 
of any state, nor state or federal law, shall be con
strued to require that marital status or the legal inci
dents thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples 
or groups." The first sentence of the amendment 
would ban gay marriage. The second sentence would 
bar judges from granting legal privileges to same-sex 
couples (or groups), but allow state legislatures to 
make their own decisions in he matter. 

"Some Republican lawmakers would modify the 
amendment to focus more narrowly on blocking 

judicial abuse. In effect they would strike the first 
sentence. Other conservatives want to be more ambi
tious. They would have the amendment ban all kinds 
of civil unions, domestic partnerships, and other 
weakenings of marriage, period, whether reached by 
judicial fiat or democratic deliberation. We have no 
objection in principle to either type of change. Our 
tentative political judgment is that nothing weaker 
than the proposed amendment can galvanize sup
port, and nothing stronger can clear the high hurdles 
that the Constitution sets for amendments. 

"Conservative politicians have in the past em
braced any number of somewhat frivolous constitu
tional amendments. The flag-burning amendment 
comes to mind. But conservatives retain a healthy re
sistance to fiddling with our basic political document. 
Judges have, unfortunately, displayed no such resis
tance in recent decades. On an issue where the stakes 
could hardly be higher, they need to be resisted. A 
constitutional amendment is the way to resist." 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question : How does the sin of blaspheming 
against the Holy Ghost differ from the "sin 

unto death"? 

A nswer: The apostle John speaks of the "sin to 

death." "If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin 
not to death, he will ask, and God will give him life 
for those who commit sin not to death. There is a sin 
to death. I do nor say he should pray about that. All 
unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not to 
death" (1 John 5:16-17). 

Blaspheming against the Holy Spirit is speaking 
against the Spirit. The "sin unto death" is not, in my 
judgment, referring to one specific sin as distinct 
from others. 

It is, however, referring to sin someone is com
mitting, and that can be "seen" is a sin to death . 
When we see a brother (or sister) so sin, we are not 
even encouraged to intercede in prayer about it. 

Notice, however, that the scripture does not for
bid prayer about it. It says, "I do not say that he 
should pray," implying the prayer would do no good. 

The same apostle in the same epistle said, "If we 
confess our sins, he is faithfu l and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us of all unrighteousness" 
(1John 1:9). 

Try this reasoning. 
1. Every sin a brother or sister confesses will be 

forgiven (1 John 1 :9). 

2. There is a sin to death, a sin a brother can 
commit, which wi ll not be forgiven (1 J ohn 
5:16). 

3. Therefore, the sin to death, is a sin a brother 
wi ll not confess. 

That seems to me to make sense. 
"Confession" of sin includes acknowledgment, 

repentance, forsaking the sin. One may "see" that a 
brother is hiding · his sin, stubbornly persisting in it, 
not confessing it. Such a one will not be forgiven 
even if we pray for him. That is the "sin to death." 

The sin "not to death," then, is sin committed by 
a brother who is "walking in the light" (1 John 1:7). 
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Though he sins (1 John 1: 7), his lifestyle, his walk, is 
such that, as he realizes he has sinned, he will confess 
and forsake it. He, or she, is walking after the Spirit, 
not after the flesh (Rom. 8). 

God, who knows the heart, is the only one who 
knows for sure one is walking in the light, but gener
ally it is something that can be seen. 

An Old Testament Parallel 
God's people in J erusalem forsook the Lord. They 
trusted in their ancestry and in the temple of the 
Lord being in their city to bring about their deliver
ance, but they stole, murdered, committed adultery, 
swore falsely, worshiped Baal, and fo llowed other 
gods Uer. 7 :1-15). 

God called again and again, and they would not 
respond to him. So he says, "I will cast you out of my 
sight." 

Then he says to Jeremiah, "Therefore do not 
pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for 
them, nor make intercession to me; for I will not 
hear you" Uer. 7 :16). 

God's longsuffering is great, but not limitless. 
"There is a sin to death!" 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

Christ or the Qur'an? 
by Evertt l. Huffard, Ph.D 

Brother Huffard taught Bible at Harding and 
Freed-Hardeman Universities for 19 years and was 
the director Middle East Bible Training College, 
Beirut, Lebanon, from 1971 - 1974. 

This is a much needed book today for Bible scholars, preachers, 
and teachers who do not know or understand the teachings and 
practices oflslam. With the rapid growth of Muslims in the United 
States and the world, it is imperative that we know as much as we 
can about their religion, in order to be able to teach them the gospel. 
15 chapters with study questions at the end of each chapter. 
BKUFO I, paperback, 130 pgs. 

$10.00 plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundadon Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net ..... 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Katy Fwy. 77094. (281} 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

-Georgia- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 

A I d I h 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

t anta - Avon a e C urch of Christ, 4017 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. damascuschurchofchrist 
@mris.com 

-Missouri-

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun.10, 10:50a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
99701. (907) 456-4921. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

• • • • • Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 p.m. (V2 mi. east of 1-35) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510} 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

- Ohio - - Virginia -
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. - Washington -

-Oklahoma- Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://Www.blble-infonet.org/ 

Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. Caring & Sharing 
NewsCetter Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 

a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. minister. -------------------------------

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered In this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions Involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ••••••••••• BKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ••••••••••• eKJL02$19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~·x5~·) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hanfback ..•.•..•.•••.••...•..... :···$19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments In the Decalogue. Each 
commandment Is discussed In light of the 
time In which It was given and Its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the "liberal" 
and .. anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 
Inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you I 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that Is 
through Inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texss residents 
add 8.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. •How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
Ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling •.• the status of the unbaptized 
dead ..• doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving •.• and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that Is accurate and 
Important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he Is not always reliable. Still, 
there Is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive ,he word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as •noble: 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed fa accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
fa Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-rime preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send rc!sume and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80111. 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 ..•......• $59.95 
~e'fl • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43t.-•x7~·x 3/a• 

1-56794-939-0 ..•...•...• $24.95 
~e'fl • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size s• X g• 

ASV-A98 .....•.......•...... $10.00 
• Name In gold ••••••••••••••••• $4.00/llne 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Associate minister needed for the 1Oth & Rockford 
congregation of 250 + members under the 
oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
married man with a committed wife to work closely 
with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
resume with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Youth and Family Minister wanted for a 
congregation of 250 with 5 elders, 16 deacons, a 
Jr-Sr High youth group of about 30 and an 
organized elementary school group. Current YM 
has been on staff for 3 '12 yrs. and is leaving for 
mission work. Please submit a cover letter stating 
the reasons for your interest in the position plus a 
resume with educational background, complete 
work history and a minimum of three references. 
Main and Oklahoma Church of Christ, Att: Elders, 
P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, Oklahoma 74502. 

Established congregation numbering 1 00 + in 
Cordell, OK is needing an experienced preacher. 
We prefer age 30-50. We need a mixer who is 
good with all ages. MUST BE EVANGELISTIC!! 
Send resume to Church of Christ 501 N. College 
Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

Preacher Available 
Preacher with partial support available. (817) 373-
2277. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367 ·6216 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Wanted: Manager of established publishing 
company. Publications include Bible class literature 
and yearly VBS series for churches of Christ sold 
nationwide. Need faithful Christian preferably with 
printing and/or publishing experience. Duties 
include overall management of office, sales, writers, 
prepress, press and bindery operations. (Present 
manager is retiring.) Salary is commensurate with 
experience. Send detailed resume to: Gerald Brown, 
Chairman of The Board, Lambert Book House, 
4139 Parkway Drive, Florence, Alabama, 35630. 

National Interior Furnishings is looking for 
representatives. Call toll-free 888-799-7016 for 
more information. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 

158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 

158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 

Other styles ••• 
Text Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3183 
....................................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 158-134-3175 
. ...................................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 158-134-3876 ... $24.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3736 

······································ $29.99 
Name on Bible •••••••••••••• $4.00Rine 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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C!fpeoiat fff~ 

Foy ·E. Wallac~ Jr. 
on CD-ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 

CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback "editions would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

1. A·Review of the New Versions 
2. Book'ofRevelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
S. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
~· God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every· co ordered, 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of Interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.{pb) regularly $8.95 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O.Box69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
September 2003 
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The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Liberalism did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book's plea is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an •1 think" or an •it feels good" religion. Rather it 
encourages adherence to the Instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prh1-
ciples. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhood institutions in preparation 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work In Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year In addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church in Montgom
ery, Alabam~. paperback, 205 pgs. 

• ... His grasp of the problem of liberalism Is broader than 
any that I've read. It Is an excellent source book for sennons 
and lectures regarding the most serious problem In the 
church to day ... •w. Douglass Harris, Minister 

• ... Challenging, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
healthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and done the church a great service. He has 
Issued a sober call to retum to our senses. This book will 
wann the heart and propel one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible. • Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

$9.9 5 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
(888) ~67-6216 • Fax (979) 553·3721 
jprophet@qulk.com 
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FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
ccThe firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2003 

Vol. 118 Houston, Texas • October 2003 No. 10 

BegoHen and UnbegoHen 
By Hugo McCord 

I gnatius, an elder of Antioch and a Christian 
martyr, in A.D. 110 wrote that Jesus was "be
gotten and unbegotten" (gennetos kai agennetos, 

Ephesians VII 2, B-G-D, 126). 

Begotten 
Physically Jesus was "begotten" in Mary's womb "by 
the Holy Spirit" (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1 :20). Figura
tively, on a special "today" (Ps. 2: 7), Jesus was "be
gotten" three ways: (1) on his resurrection day; (2) 
on his coronation day; and (3) on his ordination day. 

1. Begotten on his resurrection day. In heaven, a 
thousand years before Jesus died on the cross, he was 
already rejoicing that he would not stay dead, saying, 
"I will celebrate the decree of Yahweh. He said to 
me, 'You are my Son. Today I have begotten you"' 
(Ps. 2 :7). The apostle Paul explains why Jesus was so 
happy, writing, "God raised him from the dead, ... as 
it is written in the second psalm, 'You are my Son. I 
have begotten yo u today"' (Acts 13 :30-33). So we 
learn that the "today" of his resurrection (April 9, 
A.D. 30) was figuratively portrayed as his being "be
gotten." As the word begotten points to the begin
ning of new life, so the resurrection of Jesus pointed 
to the beginning of Jesus' new life as a king and as a 
priest. 

2. Begotten on his, coronation day . In God's wis
dom, the "today" prediction of Psalm 2 :7, of Jesus 
being "begotten," not on ly referred to Jesus' resur
rection day, April 9, A.D. 30, but also to his corona-

tion day as "KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS," on Pentecost day, May 28, A.D. 30 (Rev. 
17:14; 19:16). On that day, after "he had made a 
cleansing of sins, he sat at the right hand of the Maj
esty in heaven," and listened as the Father said to 
him, "You are my Son! I have begotten you today" 
(Heb. 1:3, 5). In the coronation ceremony in heaven 
the Father even called Jesus "God," saying: 

Your throne, 0 God, is fo rever and ever, and the 
scepte r of r ighteousness is the scepter of your 
kingdom. You have loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity. Therefore God, even your God, 
has anointed you w ith the o il of gladness above 
your fellows (Heb. 1:8-9). 

As the word begotten points to the beginning of 
new life, so the Father used the word begotten figu
ratively when he crowned Jesus a t the beginning of 
his kingdom, which Jesus also called " my church" 
(Matt. 16:18; Col. 1 :13}. 

Not only did the Father use the word begotten 
non-literally when he said to J esus, "I have begotten 
you today" (Heb. 1 :5}, but he also used the word oil 
non-literally: "Therefore God, even your God, has 
anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fel
lows" (He b. 1 :5}. Literally, "Samuel took the horn of 
oil, and anointed" David as king (1 Sam. 16:13), but 
certainly "the oi l" God used in heaven in anointing 
Jesus was not literal olive oil. 

3 . Begotten on his ordination day. Similarly, in 
God's wisdom, the "today" prediction of Psalm 2:7, 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Residents of Hell 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P
rofessed believers in J esus and his teach
ing are frequently oversensitive to the 
criticism of atheists. It is strange how the 

complaints of the ungodly can warp the mind of 
one who claims to be a child of God. 

For example - godless, harping opponents 
of eternal truth blaspheme the name of God be
cause the Bible is plain in saying that some will 
be eternally punished. The claim of some who 
say they do not believe in God is that to punish 
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a person forever because of some slight infraction is unworthy of 
God. Therefore there is no God. 

Think about that for a minute. The objection is that a non-ex
istent God cannot do something that the critic thinks is unworthy 
of a non-existent God. His conclusion is that God is non-existent. 
A classic non sequitur. 

One may well wonder why the atheist cares. If there is no 
God, he has nothing to worry about and is not harmed because 
another - on good and sufficient evidence- recognizes the fact 
o f God. Why not just smile and pass on. 

Anyway, a still more amazing conundrum is the back-flips 
some professing believers execute in a vain attempt to pacify the 
unbelieve r. One trick is to claim that after being judged, con
demned, and sent away the sinner will be annihilated- as if spirit 
could be wiped out. If any sinner is to be annihilated, why resur
rect him? If he can be resurrected, he must be spirit .. . and spirit is 
immortal. T here will be degrees of punishment in hell, but the 
punishment will never end - just as the reward of the saved will 
be unending. 

We are in a poor position to sit in judgment on him who is 
judging - and who will judge - us. 

H e sees the total situation ... we see only a small fraction of it. 
He sees from beginning to end .. . we see a brief space . 
He sees the unseen, inner working of malicious mischief with 

a ll of its ramifications . .. we understand little of the consequences 
of sin. 

To attempt to second-guess God by "fixing" statements in his 
revelation in a vain attempt to make it more palatable to rebels 
and God-haters is foolish because our vision is limited w hile his is 
unlimited (Eph. 5: 17). 

There is too little said today about the punishment that awaits 
those who reject God and refuse his word. The eternal punish-



ment of the damned does not seem to be a popular topic in the 
modern pulpits. The thought of judgment followed by rewards for 
the righteous and punishment for the disobedient is a powerful 
motive to fear God and keep his commandments. 

Jesus spoke many times about hell, using several symbols- an 
undying worm, thick darkness, tears and insupportable angst, un
quenchable thirst, and everlasting fire. Here are some of his state
ments about future punishment: 

• Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they 
that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and straitened the 
way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it (Matt. 
7:13-14). 

• Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are 
in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment Uohn 5 :28-29). 

• Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels (Matt. 25 :41). 

• And he shall say, I tell you, I know not whence ye are; depart 
from me, all ye workers of iniquity. There shall be the weeping 
and the gnashing of teeth (Luke 13:27-28). 

• And if thine eye cause thee to stumble, cast it out: it is good 
for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, rather 
than having two eyes to be cast into hell; where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched (Mark 9:47-48). 

• Then the king said to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, 
and cast him out into the outer darkness; there shall be the weep
ing and the gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few chosen 
(Matt. 22:13-14). 

To reject the words of the new covenant with its promise of 
absolute forgiveness of sins is to judge oneself unworthy of eternal 
life (Acts 13:46). This is something a person does to himself- we 
all sin and need forgiveness, but if we reject the offer of mercy by 
refusing to obey the conditions of salvation, we are self con
demned. If we reject God, he will reject us (Rom. 1:21, 24). 

The dismal. prospect of the unbeliever and disobedient being 
eternally separated from God is emphasized in the New Testa
ment. It is sad that this vital teaching is often ignored and seldom 
mentioned by gospel preachers of today. 

Paul encourages saints to be true to Jesus even in the face of 
severe affliction and persecution because the Lord is coming 

with the angels of his power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance 
to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gos
pel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal 
destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be 
marveled at in all them that believed (because our testimony 
unto you was believed) in that day (2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

The apostle also used the coming judgment as a motive for 
obeying the gospel command to repent. 
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The times of ignorance therefore God over
looked; but now he commandeth men that they 
should all everywhere repent: inasmuch as he 
hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by the man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the 
dead (Acts 17:30-31). 

Some who hear this today mock, just as some 
mocked the apostle when he gave the warning origi
nally (Acts 17:32). 

The closing book of the Bible speaks often and 
graphically about a coming day of destruction and 
separation, a punishment, but it also emphasizes that 
it will also be a day of welcome and reward (Rev. 
6:12-17; 7:9-10; 20:12-15; 21:1-7). 

There are only two states in that future world -
(1) to be with God in full companionship and un
speakable bliss, or (2) to be separated from him to 
wander eternally through dry and waterless places, 
seeking rest and finding none. There is no other al
ternative. 

It is your choice. 
A few misguided writers have suggested that all 

will be saved by the very nature of the love of God. 
Hans Balthasar in his book, Dare We Hope "That All 
Men Be Saved?,, says that Christians have a duty to 
hope for the salvation of all. 

The Bible does say that at the second coming of 
Christ "every knee" will bow and "and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father" (Phil. 2: 11). 

The scriptures are just as plain in saying that all 
those not written in the Lamb's Book of Life will be 
cast, with the dragon and the beast, into the lake that 
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burns with fire and brimstone. There "they shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever" (Rev. 
20:10). This is the second death (Rev. 21:8). 

People sometime speculate about whether Judas 
the betrayer of Jesus repented at the last moment 
and will be in heaven. Several statements in the New 
Testament about Judas say otherwise. Jesus said that 
he kept all those the Father gave him "except the son 
of perdition" Uohn 17:12). Jesus called judas a devil 
Uohn 6:70), and says of him: "It would be better for 
that man if he had never been born" {Matt. 26:24). 
If Judas were among the saved, these statements 
could not be true. 

Still, it is true that anyone living on earth, no 
matter how corrupt and defiled, has the power to be
lieve, repent, confess Jesus as Lord, and be baptized 
to have sins washed away. "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). But if are
sponsible person goes down to his grave unrepen
tant, there is no promise of future happiness for him. 

You will either be among that number cast into 
the lake that is burning with fire and brimstone, or 
you will be in that happy crowd who wave the palm 
to welcome Jesus, and who will be welcomed by him 
into eternal tabernacles. P.O. Box 690192 
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BegoHen and UnbegoHen 
(continued from page 1) 

of Jesus being "begotten," not only referred to his 
resurrection day (Apr. 9, A.D. 30), and to his corona
tion day (May 28, A.D. 30), but also to his ordi~a
tion day as high priest (May 28, A.D. 30). Chnst 
"did not glorify himself to be a high priest, but the 
One who spoke to him, 'You are my Son! I have be
gotten you today'" (Heb. 5:5; Ps. 2:7), and "You are 
a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek" (Ps. 
110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10; 7:17). 

"However, if he were on the earth" (Heb. 8:4), 
Jesus, having "descended from Judah" (Heb. 7:14), 
not "after the order of Aaron" (He b. 7: 11 ), Jesus 
"would not be a priest" (Heb. 8:4). But now, in 
heaven, he has "become a high priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek" (He b. 6:20; 7: 11, 14). 

How was the priesthood "after the o·rder of 
Aaron" (Heb. 7: 11) inferior to the priesthood "after 
the order of Melchizedek" (Heb. 6:20)? The differ
ence was that Melchizedek was both "a priest of God 
Most High" (Gen. 14:18), and also "the king of Sa
lem" (Heb. 7:2). 

Similarly, some 500 years before Jesus' corona
tion day as "King of kings" (Rev. 17: 14 ), the prophet 
Zechariah announced that Jesus would "rule upon 
his throne" and would "be a priest upon his throne" 
(Zech. 6:13). Thank God, 

we have such a high priest, who sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven .... As every high priest is appointed to 
offer both gifts and sacrifices, so it was necessary 
that he have something which he might offer .... 
Such a priest is appropriate for us: holy, blame
less, spotless, separated from sinners, and ma~e 
higher than the heavens. He does not need dally 
to bring offerings, first for his own sins, then for 
the sins of the people, as those high priests; for 
when he offered himself, he did this once for all 
(Heb. 8:1, 3; 7:26-27). 

What a picture! "Christ appeared as a high 
priest," not with the "blood of goats and calves,_ bu! 
by his own blood," obtaining "eternal redemptton 
(Heb. 9:11-12). 

If the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a 
heifer which sprinkle the unclean, set apart the 
flesh to purity, how much more will the blood of 
Christ (who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself unblemished to God) purify our con
science from dead works to serve the living 

God! ... and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near with a true heart, 
in the full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our body 
washed with pure water (Heb. 9:13-1.4; 10:21-
22). 

UnbegoHen 
Not only did God have a literal, physical meaning in 
the word begotten in reference to Jesus being in 
Mary's womb (Matt. 1 :20; Luke 1 :35), but in his 
wisdom he used the same word figuratively in teach
ing abo~t Jesus' resurrection, coronation, and ordi
nation. 

But to say that Jesus was "the only begotten Son 
of God" (as in the KJV, NKJV, ASV, NASB in John 
3:18) is to contradict the verses that say that all 
Christians are "begotten" of God (1John 2:29; 3:9; 
4:7; 5:1, 4, 18), and the verse that says Jesus had 
"many brothers" (Rom. 8 :29). 

Furthermore, as regards Jesus' eternity, in nowise 
can it be said that he is a "begotten" being, for every 
"begotten being" had a beginning. The Father-Son 
terminology that Jesus loved Oohn 3:35; 5:20, 23; 
11 :41; 17: 1) cannot be literal, for literally no son 
can be as old as his father, and Jesus actually never 
had a beginning (Mic. 5 :2; Rev. 2:8; 22: 13). The Fa
ther-Son terminology is simply Jesus' figurative fam
ily way to describe God as being "greater" than him
self Oohn 14:28). Actually, "God is the head of 
Christ" (1 Cor. 11:3). 

It is sad that the RSV gives Jesus an "origin," and 
the NIV gives him a plurality of "origins" (Mic. 5 :2). 
If Jesus is "God," and he is Oohn 1:1; Heb. 1:8), he 
had no origin, let alone more than one. The literal 
translation of Micah's word, derived from the He
brew yatsa,, is "his goings forth," not "origin" or 
"origins." Thank God, there are two translations 
that stick with Micah's Hebrew and with the New 
Testament teaching that jesus had no beginning (Rev. 
2:8; 22:13): the KJV says that the "goings forth" of 
Jesus are "from everlasting," and the NASB s~ys ~hat 
his "goings forth" are "from the days of eterntty .. 

But the two translations, that do such a good JOb 
in translating Micah 5:2, go too far in causing Isaiah 
to call Jesus "The everlasting Fath~r" (KJV) and th.e 
"Eternal Father" (NASB) in Isatah 9:6. Jesus ts 
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"God" Uohn 1:1; Heb. 1:8), but he would be embar
rassed and ashamed to hear anyone call him "Fa
ther." He said, "The Father is greater than I" U ohn 
14:28). The ASV also errs in calling Jesus the "Ever
lasting Father," but that version has a marginal note 
that Isaiah's Hebrew correctly translated says that 
Jesus is the "Father of Eternity" (Isa. 9:6). That 
version's literal translation of Isaiah's Hebrew (~abi
, ad) has to be understood figuratively, meaning that 
Jesus himself is eternal, which means he was 
"unbegotten." 

The Jehovah Witnesses seek to demote Jesus 
from being eternal, from being "unbegotten," by say
ing in their translation of Revelation 3:14 that Jesus 
is "the beginning of the creation by God," inserting 
the word "by," which is not in the Greek, trying to 
leave the impression that Jesus was the first thing 
that God created. Such a meaning, that Jesus was 
"first created," is "linguistically possible" (B-G-D, 
112), but such cannot be the meaning of Revelation 
3:14 because "all have been created through him and 
for him," and "without him was nothing created," 
and "he himself is before all things" Uohn 1:3; Col. 
1:16-17). He could not have created himself, for 
"out of nothing, nothing comes" (ex nihil, nihil 
facit). 

Moreover, the same Greek word translated as 
Jesus being the "beginning" (arche) in Revelation 
3:14, God uses of himself in Revelation 2:16, saying, 
"I am the A and the Z, the beginning (arche) and the 
end," which must mean that he, like Jesus (Rev. 
1:17; 22:13) is the beginner and ender of everything. 

Furthermore, if the arche of Revelation 3:14 
gives Jesus a beginning, Revelation 22:13 gives him 
an ending: "I am the A and the Z, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end." 

Moreover, the word arche not only means "be
ginning," but it also means "origin" (Thayer, 76; B
G-D, 112), a meaning that agrees with what Jesus 
and the Father and the Holy Spirit are, the origina
tors of all things, but not of themselves. Not possible 
to human understanding is the clear Bible teaching 
that the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit all 
"inhabit eternity" (lsa. 57:15; Mic. 5:2; Heb. 9:14), 
and so all three are uncreated and unbegotten. The 
fourth edition the FHV says of Jesus in Revelation 
3: 14, that he is "The Amen, the faithful and true wit
ness, the originator of God's creation." 

When the Greeks spoke of the "supreme deity," 
whom they called "Zeus" (Acts 14:11-13), they did 
not think of him as being created and begotten, but 
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as the "First Cause," the Arche. Therefore it is no 
surprise that the Holy Spirit has identified both the 
Father and the Son as the Arche (Rev. 3:14; 21:6). 
How three (Matt. 3: 13 -17) can be one (Deut. 6:4; 
Isa. 44:6, 8) is beyond human comprehension, but 
biblically the statement is indisputable (Matt. 3:13-
17; Isa. 44:6, 8; Heb. 9:14). Truly, "the Godhead," 
the theotes (Col. 2:9), the Father and Son and Holy 
Spirit (Isa. 57:15; Mic. 5:2; Heb. 9:14), is 
"unbegotten." 

Conclusion 
Who is Jesus? My mind falters! The only one of his 
nature, unparalleled, matchless, irreplaceable, unex
ampled, incomparable, peerless, inimitable, un
equaled, non-duplicable, singular, unique, "the way 
and the truth and the life" Uohn 14:6), the "KING 
OF KINGS AND THE LORD OF LORDS" (Rev. 
19:16). 

In heaven I want to meet Ignatius, a Christian 
martyr, whose life reminds us of the words that Jesus 
spoke to his apostles: "the hour is coming when ev
eryone who kills you will think that he is serving 
God" Uohn 16:2). Ignatius, nearly 2,000 years ago 
so understood spiritual truths as to write of the only 
being in all eternity, human or divine, that he was 
both "BEGOTTEN AND UNBEGOTIEN." 
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(Here is another in a series of articles by the esteemed Hugo McCord. These articles were first published in 
booklet form in 197 6.) 

Royal Route of Revelation - 9 
11Come Out of Her, My People'' 

By Hugo McCord 

T he book of Daniel is the background for 
John's vision of the beast coming up out of 
the sea (Rev. 13 ). Traditionally and histori

cally the four metals in Daniel 2 are identified as (1) 
gold, Babylon, 608-538; (2) silver, Medo-Persia, 
538-330; (3) brass, Greece 330-63; and (4) iron, 
Rome, 63 B.C - A.D. 476. However, since liberal 
scholars date the book of Daniel in 165 B.C., and 
since Rome was not in existence at that time, and 
since those scholars do not believe in predictive 
prophecy, they have sought to find a fourth kingdom 
prior to the Roman Empire. To do this they have tor
tured history by attempting to inject, after Babylon, a 
Median Empire before the Persian and Greek gov
ernments. In this way they leave Rome out of consid
eration, and yet retain Daniel's four metals. 

However, if the book of Daniel meant Media as 
the silver metal, and Persia as the brass, then histori
cally it blundered, for there was no separate Media 
after Babylon fell in 53 8. Media as SJ.Ich had already 
expired before Babylon fell. It was the Medo-Persian 
Empire that held authority when Babylon fell, for 

the Median Empire had become the Medo-Per
sian Empire by the act of Cyrus himself at least 
sixteen years before he displaced Nabonidus as 
king in Babylon .... No Median Empire inter
posed its control over Babylon between the 
Nee-Babylonian and the Persian hegemonies (In
terpreters Dictionary of the Bible, I, 785 .) 

Media was fused with Persia in 553, and if the 
writer of the book of Daniel were uninspired and 
merely an ordinary historian of the second century 
B.C., he knew that Babylon was succeeded by the 
Me do-Persian Empire. In the book of Daniel the 
Medes and the Persians are considered as one: they 
had one law (6:15) and they are represented by a 
two-horned ram (8 :20). 

Some scholars, seeing the historical difficulty in 
making Greece the fourth kingdom (Babylon-Media-

Persia-Greece), make Babylon the gold, Medo-Persia 
the silver, Greece the brass, and Alexander's succes
sors the iron empire. However, Alexander's succes
sors were not diverse, strong, and universal (Dan. 
7:7, 19, 23). Furthermore, neither in the days of Al
exander himself, nor of his successors, was a divinely 
established and everlasting kingdom set up (Dan. 
2:44). If one allows history to have its course, even 
though it makes the book of Daniel predictive, the 
sequence of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome 
agrees with all the facts, and in the days of the Ro
man Empire (63 B.C.-A.D. 476) a divinely estab
lished and everlasting kingdom was set up by jesus 
Christ (Mark 1:15; 9:1; Luke 24:49; Acts 2:3-30) in 
the year A.D. 30. 
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Identifying the Beast 
After the identity of the fourth kingdom of Daniel 2 
is seen to be Rome, then the fourth beast of Daniel 7 
is also recognized as Rome. Even the iron teeth of 
the fourth beast parallels the iron metal describing 
Rome in Daniell. Then when one turns to Revela
tion 13, Rome is again pictured. The beast of Daniel 
7 came up out of the sea, as did the one of Revela
tion 13. The ten horns of each animal represented 
ten kings (Dan. 7:7, 24; Rev. 17:12). Each beast was 
strong. (Dan. 7:7; Rev. 13:4), and each was a con
queror (Dan. 7:7; Rev. 12:4, 7). R.H. Charles, a 
learned scholar who attempted to make Greece the 
fourth kingdom of Daniel, yet admitted that John's 
beast coming up out of the sea is the same as Daniel's 
fourth beast. He also said that early Christians con
sidered Rome as the fourth kingdom of Daniel, citing 
Jesus' language in Luke 21:20 and a quotation from 
the Epistle of Barnabas. 

A second way of identifying the beast of Revela
tion 13 is by the number 666. "He who has under
standing" (Rev. 13:18) will study what name was so 
designated. The practice of equating alphabet letters 
with numbers and forming names is very ancient. On 
a wall at Pompeii, Italy are the words, "I love a girl 
whose number is 545." This would make her name 
Phme. The Greek letters making up the name "Jesus" 
equals 888; that of Jupiter (he arche), 717. Similarly, 
the Roman letters have numerical equivalents, as 
1=1; 11=2; 111=3; IV=4; V=5; X=10; L=50; 
C=lOO; M=1000. 

Names and Numbers 

What name did John indicate by the number 666? 
Ireneus back in the second century said that John's 
666 could refer to "the Latin Man" but he preferred 
"Titus" as the one intended by John. R.H. Charles 
said it meant "Nero," but he had to use Hebrew let
ters, in which language John was not ·writing, to ar
rive at his conclusion. Others, by using Latin letters, 
which John was not using, have found that the num
ber 666 can be equated with Dioclesian; others, with 
Julian the Apostate. Some, again by reverting to He
brew, are able to make out Luther as the meaning of 
John. Likewise, by using Hebrew some figure out the 
meaning as "The Latin Seat" or "Roman See" or "the 
Roman Man." Others, by staying with Greek letters, 

find 666 to mean "apostate." Some, by employing 
Latin letters, get their desired result, "Viceregent of 
the Son of God," while others using Latin deduce 
that the 666 points to Benito Mussolini or Hitler. In 
the 1930s some claimed that the Blue Eagle, required 
under the National Recovery Act to be displayed on 
all merchandise, was the mark of the beast. I have 
felt the reproach pointing at me: a student figured 
out that the letters of "Brother Carl H. McCord" 
equal in numerical value 666. The mark of the beast 
laid on that student was an "F." 

In order to protect Christians from persecution, 
apparently the Holy Spirit did not want to spell out 
"the Roman Empire" or "the Latin Kingdom" in the 
book of Revelation. But the Holy Spirit, knowing 
that each alphabet letter had a numerical equivalent, 
used a number as a cue to designate the world-wide 
blasphemous, murderous power which he had de
scribed. He thought that a first-century Christian 
who had "understanding" (Rev. 13:18) could put the 
number with the right letters, and so decipher the 
coded message. 1 The number 666 of Revelation 
13:18 stood for a seven-headed (cf. 17:9-10), ten
horned beast (cf. 17:3, 12) with the devil's power 
and throne and great authority "over every tribe and 
tongue and nation" (13 :2, 7). He opened his "mouth 
for blasphemies against God" (13 :6). He was ridden 
by "the mother of harlots" (17 :5), who represented 
"the great city., which reigns over the kings of the 
earth" (17:18) "with whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication" (17-2), by whom "the mer
chants of the earth waxed rich" (18-3), who was 
drunken "with the blood of the saints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus" (17 :6). Since the first 
martyrs for Jesus' sake, no other universal power fit
ting this description has existed except Rome, the 
Latin Kingdom, and no other such power has existed 
that is represented by the number 666. 

Alexander Campbell, in public disputation with 
Bishop Purcell of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Cincinnati in 1837, showed by the Greek letters that 
the number 666 referred to "the Latin Kingdom.'" 
Purcell could not seriously make a reply. He said that 
the name of the true God himself can be made to 
tally with 666, as he tried to reduce the force of 
Campbell's argument. Further, he continued, "I 
could take letters out of the name of Alexander 

1The fifteen Greek letters making "the Latin Kingdom" (he Latine Basileia) have numeral value in order as follows: 8, 30, 1, 300, 10, 50, 8, 2, 1, 
200, 10, 30, 5, 10, and 1, totaling 666. See Campbell-Purcell Debate (Nashville: McQuiddy Printing Co. reprint, 1914), pp. 288-305. 
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Campbell to mean the same thing." 
Mr. Campbell: "If you can, I will give up the ar

gument." 
Bishop Purcell: "What language must it be? He

brew, Syriac, Greek, Latin or English? No matter. E 
is in some languages 300; Lis 50." 

Mr. Campbell: "You have not yet learned the nu
meral alphabet." 

Bishop Purcell: "I cannot make the sum right off, 
but have a little patience with me and I will pay you 
all. ... The name of my friend helps us in this matter, 
for it is the name of a man, and the name of a beast, 
too, with a hunch on its back, when we can find the 
lacking numerals to decipher him." 

Campbell bypassed the cheap humor, and chal
lenged Purcell to name any kingdom that has ever 
existed equating with 666 but the Latin Kingdom. 
Purcell asserted that "Mahommed" (sic) will figure 
666, but retreated from saying John meant Mahomet 
or Luther or the pope. Campbell said that 
"Mahommed" by Purcell's incorrect spelling equals 
502, but that if the name is spelled correctly, 
Mahomet, it equals 463, and that it will not equal 
666 in either Greek or Mahomet's language, the Ara
bic. Thus Purcell failed in refuting Campbell that the 
number 666 in the context of Revelation 13 can only 
mean the Latin Kingdom. 

The Eleventh Horn 
Daniel also told about developments growing out of 
the fourth beast, the Latin Kingdom. Besides his ten 
horns, an 11th made its appearance. It was little, but 
so mighty, plucking up other horns by the roots and 
speaking great things, having the eyes of a man (7:8). 
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Its look was more stout than that of the other ten 
horns (7 :20), and it made war with God's saints and 
prevailed against them (7:21). It would assume to 
change times and the law (7:25). 

Similarly, as Daniel described the persecuting 
little but mighty horn, so John described a persecut
ing power, "drunk with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus" (Rev. 17:6). 
And as Daniel described the little ferocious horn as 
growing out of the beast from the sea, so John de
scribed a fierce power riding on the back of a beast 
from the sea. 

Daniel's and John's beast from the sea, pagan 
Rome, lasted from 63 B.C. to A.D. 478. Since pagan 
Rome long since has disappeared, Christians in the 
20th century can rest in the assurance that they will 
never be persecuted by that strong power. But that 
other ferocious power, riding on the back of pagan 
Rome, has not gone out of existence. John described 
her as a woman, the mother of harlots, and described 
her as a city figuratively called Babylon. This city he 
saw sitting upon seven mountains, and as sitting 
upon many waters (peoples). Pagan Rome did indeed 
support another Rome on seven mountains, having 
relations with all the kings of the earth, ruling over 
all peoples. No power has ever existed but papal 
Rome that has controlled nations and kings from a 
seven-hilled city. Certain is her destruction, and all 
God's people are urged: "Come, my people, out of 
her, in order that you not have partnership in her 
sins, and that you receive not of her plagues" (Rev. 
18:4). 
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The Importance of Ethical Living 
for the Preacher 

By Andrew D. Erwin 

T he work of the preacher is preparing account
able souls for the land of eternity. It is a 
daunting task that is filled with both joy and 

heartache. Nevertheless, it is a task which must be ac
complished. The preacher of the gospel has always 
been in God's plan to save those that might believe 
(1 Cor. 1:21). For this reason, one who decides to 
preach must understand the sacredness of the work he 
is performing. The gospel preacher must have an un
derstanding of the ethics he must live by. 

This sacred work can certainly be diminished in 
the eyes of onlookers if the preacher is without ethi
cal and moral character. A preacher of the kingdom 
must proclaim the good news of the kingdom and 
the way of repentance to the lost. He must also set 
an example of Christian ethics and principles for 
those adherers of the message. 

These principles can be found within the all-suf
ficient scriptures. By studying the Bible man will find 
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the word which is able to prepare him for every good 
work (2 Tim. 3:16-17). From the study of the scrip
tures one will also be able to learn of the nature of 
God, while seeing the standard left for us to follow 
in the person of Christ Jesus (1 Pet. 2:21-25). This is 
why we must consider Jesus (Heb. 3:1; 12:2-3). It is 
the ability to follow our Lord's example that will 
make or break a preacher's ministry. 

When we evaluate the ministry of Jesus, we con
sider what mattered most to him. Because of this, we 
see (1) him teaching with the word and (2) his way of 
life. Our ministry should be what matters most to us. 
Let us have our Savior's attitude (Phil. 2:5) and teach 
by both word and example. 

Teaching by Word 
Luke records Jesus stating his purpose was the 
preaching of the kingdom (4:43); even the preaching 
of repentance (5 :31-32). From these two passages 
we can see that Jesus is a believer in doctrinal 
preaching. If we choose to follow his steps as re
corded by Luke, we will not be ashamed to preach 
the doctrine of the church, nor will we fear telling 
men of the absolute necessity to "lay aside every 
weight and the sin which does so easily beset us" 
(Heb. 12: 1). 

The need to preach like the Savior can be seen in 
Paul's charge to Titus to speak sound doctrine (Titus 
2: 1). He must speak, exhort, and rebuke with au
thority (Titus 2: 15). This type of preaching should 
be done without respect of persons (1 Tim. 5 :21). 
God, who's nature is our standard, is no respecter of 
persons (Rom. 2: 11). Therefore, we who wish to be 
like him must follow his ways and preach to young 
and old alike (Titus 2:2-5), the rich and the poor (1 
Tim. 6:17; Titus 2:9), the lost and the redeemed; 
simply put, to all men according to their sin (1 Tim. 
5 :20). The gospel preacher must be steadfast in this 
ambition (1 Tim. 6:15). That is, if he really wants to 
follow Christ's example. 

Can anyone deny the steadfastness of Jesus? His 
own home town's synagogue ran him out, even to 



the point of wanting to throw him from a cliff, and 
yet he continued to preach the gospel. In fact he even 
returned to them and preached once again, possibly 
in the very same synagogue, only to be rejected again 
(Matt. 13: 54-58; Mark 6:1-6). This must be our 
attitude. We might not be accepted at this place or 
that place for preaching the truth, but if we really 
want to be like the Savior, we will keep on preaching 
the word (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Teaching by Example 

Jesus, our example, knew how to teach by deed as 
well. His mighty works gave proof to his words. In 
fact, the only reason given in the scriptures for his 
miraculous works was in order to confirm the word 
(He b. 2: 1-4 ). People knew that he was the Christ by 
the things he did. So too will we be recognized as his 
followers by letting our light so shine (Matt. 5:16). 
Although this last principle does not only apply to 
preachers but to all Christians, it's still tremendously 
significant to the effectiveness of one's work. 

Granted, we are not able to perform the same 
types of works as did Jesus and the apostles, but we 
are able to show people we care about them. A 
teacher of mine once said, "People don't care how 
much you know until they know how much you 
care." If a gospel preacher really wants to be effec
tive in winning souls, he must let the people know 
his care and love for them. Jude spoke about how 
some were going to be saved by our compassion for 
them ijude 22). Every saved person is a Christian be
cause of another's love and compassion. We can 
know that they loved us not only by what they said, 
but by the way they treated us. Someone special 
shared the gift of love with us, and we must pass this 
gift on to others. 

Christ's ministry was one of love. He rebuked 
because he loved, he instructed because he loved, he 
set a blameless example for us to follow because he 
loved. If we are going to love as our Savior did, then 
we must be concerned about the example that we 
set. 

The preacher's life must be a pattern for good 
works (Titus 2:7). His speech must be proper at all 
times (Titus 2:8). And he must keep himself pure, 
following after righteousness (1 Tim. 5 :22). This is 
so because of who the preacher represents - Christ. 

The man of God is not only practicing sound 
ethics by doing good deeds, but by also rejecting 
wicked ones. The preacher must reject questions that 
are foolish, unprofitable, and vain (Titus 3 :9). He 

must reject heretics after the first and second admo
nition (Titus 3: 1 0). Likewise, vain and profane 
babblings must be disregarded (1 Tim. 6:20). He 
must not lay hands on anyone forcefully. Neither 
should he follow after other men's sins (1 Tim. 
5 :22). One who wishes to preach must also have the 
conviction to withdraw himself from anything other 
than sound doctrine (1 Tim. 6:3-5). 

The preacher must reject such things to keep 
himself pure. His job is like no other. And, if he is led 
astray by such means, he will certainly lead others 
astray. 

Though the road seems dreary at times, and the 
responsibilities are demanding, there is still nothing 
more honorable, more rewarding, more fulfilling 
than the preaching of the gospel. This job will con
sume a man. The word of the Lord and his duty to it 
will often keep him awake at night. Yet, there is 
nothing like helping a person come to know the 
bountiful blessings which are in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. For the sake of humanity's salvation and rec
onciliation to God, as well as our own, the gospel 
preacher must remain loyal to Christ's example and 
true to his cause, both in word and in deed. 
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A Study of Imprecatory Psalms 
By Stephen Wiggins 

T he book of Psalms contains various passa~es 
in which the author appeals to God for h1m 
to pour out his wrath on the psalmist's en

emies. These psalms are commonly classified as "im
precatory psalms" because an imprecation forms a 
primary element in the psalm. Such psalms are often 
problematic to many because they pose difficulty in 
reconciling them with Christian thought. The pur
pose of this article is to identify and discuss some of 
the imprecatory psalms along with offering some in
terpretive solutions with regard to the difficulty they 
pose. 

A Definition 
An "imprecation" is a prayer for the defeat and de
struction of one's enemies. It is an invocation of judg
ment, calamity, or curse uttered against one's adver
saries who, from the viewpoint of the psalmist, are 
also the enemies of God. Thus, crucial to the defini
tion of an imprecation is that, " (1) it is a prayer or cry 
to God, and (2) it contains a request that God judge, 
punish, or carry out what he has threatened to do to 
his enemies" (Walter C. Kaiser, Jr., Toward Old Testa
ment Ethics, p. 294). These imprecations involve not 
only the enemy's personal destruction, but also the 
overthrow of his family and the crushing of all hope 
for his future. 

When reading these psalms one is struck by the 
fact that they deal with some sort of trouble or ad
versity the psalmist is facing. The psalmist stands in 
opposition to enmity, oppression, and wickedness. 
By far his most frequent complaint to God derives 
from the plotting of his enemies and schemes of the 
ungodly. The author's emotions run high as he some-
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times expresses joy in anticipation of the defeat of 
his enemies. What further may seem shocking to the 
modern reader is the harshness often portrayed as 
the psalmist invokes vengeance upon his enemies. 
Concerning this hostility one popular writer noted 
that, "the spirit of hatred which strikes us in the face 
is like the heat from a furnace mouth" (C.S. Lewis, 
Reflections on the Psalms, p. 23). 

Textual Examples 
Opinion vari es as to the exact number of impreca
tory psalms, ranging from three to over 20. This dis
crepancy arises from the fact that several psalms con
tain only a minor element of imprecation, sometimes 
limited to a single verse or line. Others, however, 
contain a major element of imprecation. Space allot
ted for this article does not allow for evaluation of 
every psalm that might come within the category of 
an imprecatory psalm. Following, then, is a brief 
sampling from some of the more prominent ones 
within scripture. 

The psalmist hates his enemies and pleads with 
God to destroy them: "If only you would slay the 
wicked, 0 God!" For, "I have nothing but hatred for 
them; I count them my enemies" (139: 19, 22). He 
pleads that an angry God stand in opposition to his 
adversaries, ''Arise, 0 Lord, in your anger; rise up 
against the rage of my enemies" (7 :6). Instead of pe
titioning God for his enemies' penitence as one 
might suppose, the psalmist prays, "may they perish 
in disgrace" (83:17). The psalmist invokes God to 
"show no mercy to wicked traitors" but rather "con
sume them in wrath, consume them till they are no 
more" (59:5, 13). The author can "shout for joy and 
gladness" and "rejoice in the Lord" as he awaits the 
"ruin" of those who oppose him (35 :8-9, 27). 

Psalm 58 contains some of the strongest impreca
tions in scripture. From verses six through eight one 
finds a devastating six-fold curse leveled against the 
wicked in which the author employs six figures con
veying the idea of quick and irreparable destruction. 
The psalm concludes with a description of responses 
from the faithful that will come when God curses 
their enemies. The righteous will rejoice over their 



destruction. Verse ten contains one of the most dar
ing and problematic statements in scripture: "The 
righteous will be glad when they are avenged, when 
they bathe their feet in the blood of the wicked." 

In Psalms 69 the psalmist prays for God to, "Pour 
out your wrath on them; let your fierce anger over
take them" (v. 24). And again: 

Charge them with crime upon crime; do not let 
them share in your salvation. May they be blot
ted out of the book of life and not be listed with 
the righteous (vv. 27-28). 

The psalmist boldly sings in Psalm 109 that when 
his enemy is on trial that he may be found guilty, that 
his own prayers condemn him, that his life be short
ened, his children orphaned, his wife a widow, and 
his family be driven from their home to become beg
gars. The author further petitions God that the credi
tors seize his enemy's possessions and that thieves 
plunder what remains, and his posterity be cut off. 
He continues: 

May the iniquity of his fathers be remembered 
before the Lord; may the sin of his mother never 
be blotted out. May their sins always remain be
fore the Lord, that he may cut off the memory of 
them from the earth (vv. 14-15). 

In Psalm 13 7 the psalmist calls to memory the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians circa 
587 B.C. As the psalmist sits in the "foreign land" of 
Babylonian captivity, he remembers Zion, his "high
est joy" (\rv. 1-6). In the second part of the psalm, he 
launches into an imprecation against both Edom and 
Babylon (vv. 7 -9). Edom is imprecated because of 
their gleeful rejoicing they expressed at the fall of 
Jerusalem (Obad. 10-14). It is Babylon, however, as 
the chief devastator of the city who is singled out for 
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destruction equal to that she administered: 
0 Daughter of Babylon, doomed to destruction, 
happy is he who repays you for what you have 
done to us he who seizes your infants and dashes 
them against the rocks (vv. 8-9). 

The atrocious act mentioned here of dashing in
fants against the rocks was practiced by the Syrians 
(2 Kings 8:12), the Assyrians (Hos. 10:14; 13:16), 
the Babylonians (Nab. 3:10), and the Medo-Persians 
(lsa. 13:16). It was intended to keep a new genera
tion that had been overthrown from rising again to 
world-wide dominion (Isa. 14:21). No doubt this 
general practice of war was perpetrated upon Israel 
as the psalmist mentions, "happy is he who repays 
you for what you have done to us." 

The Problem 
Imprecatory psalms are problematic for many be
cause they seem to pose an ethical problem to the 
Christian reader. The psalmist can rejoice when the 
righteous "bathe their feet in the blood of the 
wicked" (58:10). He prays that his enemies may be 
"blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with 
the righteous" (69:28). He further pronounces one 
"blessed" whom seizes the enemies' infants and 
"dashes them against the rocks" (137:8-9). How are 
such passages to be interpreted in light of Christ's 
teaching which demand one "turn the other cheek" 
and "love your enemies and pray for those who per
secute you" (Matt. 5:39, 44)? How can an apparent 
spirit of anger, hostility, hatred, and vengeance 
be reconciled with precepts of the New Testament 
that teach, "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 
is thirsty, give him something to drink" (Rom. 
12:20)? 

Since Christians labor under the evangelistic 
commission to call sinners to redemption, these 
curses upon one's enemies cause perplexity in the 
mind of many today. How can an inspired spokesman 
express joy when asking God to curse and even kill 
his enemies? Such thoughts and requests may seem 
repulsive to Christians who see these imprecations as 
a direct contradiction to the teaching of the New Tes
tament. Are these musical poems and prayers as in
spired as other portions of psalms which magnify and 
elevate God's holy character? Do imprecatory psalms 
have application in the life and worship of a Christian 
today? If so, how? May a Christian sing these same 
psalms in a worship setting today? The following ma
terial attempts to help one see the complexity of the 
problem and to suggest some ways it might be under
stood and explained. 
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, An Interpretation 
The book of Psalms is a collection of inspired He
brew prayers and hymns. The problem some have 
with interpreting the psalms arises primarily from 
their nature - what they are. Since the Bible is 
God's word, many people assume that all it contains 
are words from God to mankind. Many fail to recog
nize that the Bible also contains words spoken to 
God or about God, and that these words, too, are 
God's word. The psalms are just such words. That is, 
because psalms are basically prayers and hymns, by 
their very nature, they are addressed to God or ex
press truth about God in song. This presents a 
unique problem. How do these words spoken to 
God function as a word from God? 

Within the psalms a full range of human emotion 
is found, even extreme emotion. These emotional 
expressions arise out of a variety of situations from 
the midst of the Israelite people. As such, they reflect 
polar experiences of human life responding to both 
good times and bad, gladness and anger, happiness 
and hostility. They provide the words for celebration 
of God's people, offering guidance and reflection on 
the opportunities and problems of life. "As literature 
that arose out of the varied situations of human life, 
the psalms are as varied as human experience" (The 
Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 5, p. 531). 

That the book of Psalms contains the varied reac
tions of people's emotional expressions from differ
ent situations and circumstances of life helps explain, 
at least in part, the psalmist's imprecatory statements 
toward his enemies. It is confessed that many of the 
psalmist's expressions seem particularly harsh and 
vindictive. No one denies that they often exhibit an
ger, hostility, and frustration on the part of one pray
ing. One must understand, however, that these are 
reflections of a response to the trying experiences of 
suffering and persecution. The psalmist is saying ex
actly what he honestly feels at the time pertaining to 
his own unique situation. He is pouring out his heart 
and feelings to God. In this way, the psalms "are a 
window on the soul of those who suffer, and thus 
show not only faith and fear, but also anger and the 
desire for retribution to fall on those who persecute 
them" (The International Standard Bible Encyclope
dia, Vol. 3, p. 1037). 

This brings one to a consideration of anger and 
hostility in the psalms. Anger is an emotion that in 
and of itself is not sinful. Jesus became angry, yet 
never sinned (Mark 3:5; 1 Pet. 2:22). It is true that 
anger may lead one to sinful thoughts or actions, 
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such as the desire or attempt to harm others. It is 
also true, however, that expressing one's anger ver
bally - letting it out in words as it were - is better 
that letting it out in violent actions. This is exactly 
what imprecatory psalms are and may help one in 
just this way. "They guide or channel our anger to 
and through God verbally, rather than to or at any
one else, verbally or physically" (Gordon Fee and 
Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All Its 
Worth, p. 182). 

It is useless to deny that one may sometimes have 
negative thoughts about others, whether such 
thoughts are always sinful or not. God, through the 
imprecatory psalms, invites one to "be angry and sin 
not" (Psa. 4:4). One is obligated to obey the New 
Testament teaching, "Do not let the sun go down 
while you are still angry" (Eph. 4:26), by expressing 
one's anger to and through God rather than by seek
ing to return evil to those who have done evil to us. 

"Imprecatory psalms harness our anger and help 
us express it (to God) using the same sort of obvious, 
purposeful exaggeration known to us from other 
types of psalms" (Fee and Stuart, p. 182). 

Another observation is the use of the word hate 
within the Psalms. It perhaps has been misunderstood 
as well which results in some supposing that the 
psalmist possessed a sinful disposition when he 
prayed concerning his enemies, "I have nothing but 
hatred for them" (139:22). Here, the inspired spokes
man is not committing sin just because he 'uses the 
term hate. Otherwise God's declaration, "Esau have I 
hated" (Mal. 1:2; cf. Rom. 9:13) would prove him a 
sinner. The Hebrew word translated "hate" in some 
contexts does carry the idea of a deep, implacable 
enmity and malice which would be out of character 
for the godly person. But this term "is not always to be 
understood in the strongest sense, but must some
times mean only a less degree of love and regard; to be 
cold and indifferent to, to show less favor to" (Will
iam Wilson, Old Testament Word Studies, p. 209). 
This lexical work goes on to give the very passage 
under discussion as an example of this latter defini
tion. The psalmist's use of hatred is best understood, 
I believe, as an expression of "righteous indignation" 
toward those who were standing in opposition to 
God's will. Indeed a trait that the faithful of every 
generation would do well to cultivate. 

The primary ground on which one must under
stand these imprecations within the book of Psalms is 
the covenantal basis for a curse on Israel's enemies. 
The Abrahamic covenant promised a blessing on 



those who blessed Abraham's posterity and a cursing 
on those who cursed Abraham's posterity (Gen. 
12:1-3 ). The conditions of this covenant, with its 
blessings and cursings, remained in force through 
Israel's existence as a nation of God's people. Thus, 
on the basis of this Abrahamic covenant, the psalmist 
could rightfully pray that God would effect what he 
had promised - a cursing on those who cursed or 
attacked Israel. 

Take, for example, Psalm 137 where the psalmist 
pronounces the one "blessed" who seizes Babylonian 
infants and "dashes them against the rocks." This 
psalm is a lament for the suffering endured by the Is
raelites in the Exile. Their capital, Jerusalem, had 
been destroyed and their land taken from them by 
the Babylonians. Heeding God's word, "It is mine to 
avenge, I will repay" (Deut. 32:35), the composer of 
this psalm calls for judgment according to the cov
enant curses. A further consideration is that the 
word blessed (or happy) is used some 26 times in the 
book of Psalms. It is used only in connection with 
those who faithfully trusted in God. "It is not an ex
pression of a sadistic joy in the ruin or destruction of 
others" (Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Hard Sayings of the Old 
Testament, p. 173). 

What the psalmist does in Psalm 13 7 is to tell 
God about the feelings of the suffering Israelites, us
ing language of the same extreme sort found in the 
curses themselves. The fact that the psalmist seems 
to be addressing the Babylonians directly is simply a 
function of the style of the psalm, for he also ad
dresses Jerusalem directly in verse five. 

It is God who is the actual hearer of these angry 
words (v. 7), just as it should be God, and God 
alone, who hears our angry words. Understood 
in their context as a part of the language of the 
laments, and used rightly to channel and control 
our potentially sinful anger, the imprecatory 
psalms can indeed help keep us from sin. To har
bor or display anger against others is something 
we should all avoid (Fee and Stuart, p. 183). 

A key consideration in seeking to interpret and 
appreciate the imprecatory psalms is to note the atti
tude of the psalmist. While the psalmist might at first 
appear to exhibit a spirit of bitter malice that seeks a 
personal, blood-thirsty revenge, closer examination 
reveals this is not the case. It is significant that the 
psalmist never prayed that he personally be permit
ted to take vengeance on his enemies, but always that 
God would become his avenger. The psalmist recog
nized that taking vengeance is God's prerogative, not 
man's. Further, those against whom these impreca-

tions were directed were not the private, personal 
enemies of the psalmist, but those who opposed 
God, his people, and his holy cause. Thus, the 
psalmist's passion was only that divine justice be 
done and the righteous vindicated. It reflects the 
psalmist's abhorrence of sin and evil along with his 
holy zeal for Israel's God. 

These hard sayings are legitimate expressions of 
longings of Old Testament saints for the vindica
tion that only God's righteousness can bring. 
They are not statements of personal vendetta, 
but they are utterances of zeal for the kingdom 
of God and his glory (Kaiser, Hard Sayings, p. 
172). 

A Summary 
The imprecatory psalms present to the Christian stu
dent the problem of reconciling the apparent spirit 
of anger and hostility with the precepts of the New 
Testament. The key to solving this ethical problem 
seems to lie in understanding that the imprecations 
are grounded in the Abrahamic covenant in which 
God promised to curse those who cursed Abraham's 
descendants. The psalmist, then, merely appealed for 
God to fulfill his covenant promise to Israel. 

In a related way, however, the imprecatory 
psalms can be of tremendous assistance to the Chris
tian. They teach us when we feel anger and hostility 
we should verbalize it in prayer to God rather than 
expressing it through actions. We should honestly 
express our anger and frustrations to God, no matter 
how bitterly and hatefully we feel it, and let God 
take care of the justice against those who misuse us. 
All scripture is both inspired and profitable (2 Tim. 
3: 16). May Christians learn to use the imprecatory 
psalms to their spiritual benefit. 
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The Antichrist Died a long Time Ago 
By Mark K. Lewis 

We read and hear much today about the 
''Antichrist." He's all over religious tele
vision, websites, articles, journals, and 

books, especially of dispensationalists who await the 
"rapture," the coming of this future fuehrer, and the 
1,000-year reign of Christ on earth. 

Actually, there is probably not one generation 
since the first century that hasn't postulated that the 
''Antichrist" will arise, somewhere and soon. He's 
(supposedly) all over the Bible; Old Testament refer
ences to "Belial" are the Antichrist, as well as the 
beast of Daniel 7. 

In the New Testament, the temptation of Christ 
was a battle between him and the Antichrist, he's the 
"enemy" in the parable of the tares, the "man of sin" 
of 2 Thessalonians (some of our own brethren have 
suggested this), and, of course, the beast of Revela
tion 13. It is amazing what prestidigitations people 
can conjure up from four passages of scripture. 

For four passages are all the Bible has to say 
about this creature, all of them found in the writings 
of John, and notie of them in the book of Revelation. 
Here are the scriptures where the word antichrist is 
found: 

1 John 2: 18 - "Little children, it is the last 
hour: and as ye heard that antichrist cometh, even 
now have there arisen many antichrists; whereby we 
know it is the last hour." 

1 John 2:22 - "Who is the liar but he that 
denieth that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, 
even he that denieth the Father and the Son." 

1 John 4:2-3 - "Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that 
confesseth not Jesus is not of God: and this is the 
spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
cometh; and now it is in the world already" 

2 John 7- "For many deceivers are gone forth 
into the world, even they that confess not that Jesus 
Christ cometh in the flesh. This is the deceiver and 
the antichrist." 

That's it. He's not mentioned (by name) any
where else. What is amazing here is that John tells 
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us exactly who he (or they) is (are), and that they 
were around in the first century. There's no mystery 
here. But to understand, we have to do some back
ground work. 

Every book that has ever been written- and this 
is true of the 66 books of the Bible- was written by 
a specific person, at a specific time, for a specific au
dience, with a specific purpose. 

For example, the Law of Moses was not written 
to you and me; it was written to the children of Is
rael some 1500 years before Christ, and to pull it out 
of that environment and apply it to 21st-century 
America is an abuse of that text. 

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians around the mid-50s 
A.D. to combat problems that the church in Corinth 
was having; math texts are written for math students 
and not history professors; and so forth. 

Now, I'm certainly not denying that the Law of 
Moses and Paul's writings have meaning for us today 
(I'm not sure about math books); of course they do. 

God's word has eternal principles that every gen
eration can apply. But that doesn't preclude the fact 
that Moses, Paul, and every other biblical scribe had 
a certain purpose and a certain audience in mind 
when the book was first written. If not, then it 
would only be peripherally advantageous to the 
people to whom it was addressed. 

Such is what makes many modern interpretations 
of the book of Revelation so unreasonable; what 
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good could it possibly do the beleaguered Christians 
of John's day to know that, 2,000 years into the fu
ture, the rapture, the Antichrist, and the kingdom of 
God were finally going to come? 

The above principle is true with John's writings, 
and perhaps in no case in scripture is it more impor
tant to understand the background of an author's 
work. Let me explain this setting as succinctly as 
possible. 

By the mid-70s A.D., the likely date of both 1 
and 2 John, there had been a distinct change in the 
membership of the church. The Jews, as a nation, 
had largely rejected Christianity, and thus the major
ity of converts now were Gentiles. 

The battles fought earlier in the century by Paul 
and others over the application of the Law of Moses 
to Christians were fundamentally finished. 

These new Gentile converts, with their heritage 
in Greek philosophy, brought strange new ideas with 
them, especially about the nature of deity. 

They could not understand how Jesus, if he died, 
could be God; how can God die? And many of them 
were persuaded by early Gnostic ideas regarding the 
nature of matter and spirit. 

Who were the "Gnostics" and what was "Gnosti
cism"? 

Early precursors to Gnosticism, it is now known, 
go back at least to the first century B. C. 

The Gnostics (from the Greek word gnosis, 
"knowledge") claimed to have a special knowledge 
and insight into truth; ordinary Christians did not 
possess this unique wisdom. They were intellectual 
snobs; they claimed to be the elite, the wise, the phi
losophers to whom was revealed some special erudi
tion that the overwhelming mass of mankind could 
never understand. 

This led them to a belief in the separation of mat
ter and spirit, with matter being intrinsically evil and 
the source from which all wickedness had 
arisen. Since the fleshly body was composed of mat
ter, it was totally evil. Thus, how could Jesus (God) 
have ever inhabited a human frame? 

One group of Gnostics, known as Docetics, ar
gued that jesus only seemed to be flesh, that he really 
wasn't so, and thus dido 't actually die on the cross. 

Other Gnostics postulated that the "Christ 
spirit" entered Jesus' body at his baptism, and left 
him on the cross; thus "God" didn't die. This 
squabble over the nature of Christ lasted into the 
fifth century in church history and produced all sorts 
of incomprehensible concoctions such as Arianism, 

monothelitism, and monophysetism. 
The Catholic Council of Chalcedon in 451 fi

nally announced that Jesus was all Man and all God, 
which is the truth. There still exist some esoteric 
groups who pervert the nature of the Lord. 

But John was writing to combat especially the 
Docetic heresy. John 1:14 reads "The Word became 
flesh," a direct slap at Docetism. 1 John 1: 1 is just as 
clear: "That which was from the beginning, that 
which we have heard, that which we have seen with 
our eyes, that which we beheld, and our hands have 
handled, concerning the Word of life." john said, 
"Look, we saw him, we heard him, we touched 
him. He was flesh." And all through 1 John espe
cially, the apostle attacked the cold, loveless intellec
tualism of the Gnostics, their dry knowledge devoid 
of love. True knowledge comes through obedience to 
Christ (2:3-5), and he who does not love his brother is 
not of God, for God is love (4:8, 20-21; 5:2). This 
sort of thing saturates John's writings, as he attempts 
to refute this Gnostic error. 

So who, John, is the antichrist? Read again 1 
John 4:2-3: "Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit 
that confesseth.not Jesus is not of God: and this is 
the spirit of the antichrist, whereof ye have heard 
that it cometh; and now (in the mid-80s A.D.) is in 
the world already." 

Likewise 2 John 7: "For many deceivers are gone 
forth into the world, even they that confess not that 
jesus Christ cometh in the flesh. This is the deceiver 
and the antichrist." And there's not just one Anti
christ; "even now have there arisen many antichrists" 
(1 john 2: 18). A.M. Renwick, who is the author of the 
article "Gnosticism" in the International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia, made the statement, "For John, 
the antichrist was docetic Gnosticism" (ISBE, II, 
"Gnosticism"). 

He's exactly right. And since John is the only 
writer in the whole Bible to use the word antichrist, 
how can this creature be anything other than these 
Gnostic heretics? This doctrine vanished no later than 
the fifth century A.D.; the antichrist is dead and long 
gone. 

Arguing that the Antichrist is some future leader 
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coming to plague the world during a seven-year pe
riod of "tribulation" is one of the clearest examples 
ever seen of people flat not reading what the Bible 
says, of ignoring the scriptural text. 

To pick out a word somewhere in the book, and 
apply it arbitrarily anywhere one wishes, without a 
scintil1a of textual support or justification, is one of 
the main reasons why there is so much disagreement 
about what the Bible means. John told us plainly 
who the antichrists were: those who denied that 
Jesus came in the flesh. 

There existed a group of erring Christians in the 
first century, known as Docetics, who did that very 
thing. 

John's first readers would certainly have known 
it; and we should, too. 

Is it possible that anyone in the first century 
reading the apostle's letters and evaluating what he 
said about the antichrist, would apply it to some 
world leader 2,000 years in the future? 

The idea is preposterous, pure poppycock. 
And since that word antichrist is not found any

where else in Holy Writ, we can come to only one 
conclusion: the antichrists were exactly, and only, 
who the beloved apostle said they were, Docetic 
Gnostics who denied that Jesus came in the flesh. 

Any other finding simply has no support in scrip
ture or history. 
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Families of Elders and Deacons 
By T. Pierce Brown 

Paul said in 1 Timothy 3:4, with regard to the el
ders, "One that ruleth well his own house, hav
ing his children in subjection with all gravity." 

In 1 Timothy 3:12, with regard to the deacons, he 
said, "Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own houses well." 

We have read many discussions in the past 70 
years about whether elders and deacons are required 
to have a plurality of children who are Christians. We 
do not hesitate to differ with respected and scholarly 
brethren when we have valid reasons to do so. For 
example, we disagree with David Lipscomb who as
sumed that one could properly be an elder who never 
had a wife. We admit that there is a possibility that his 
reasoning has merit. That is, if a man could have the 
qualifications that a wife and family would provide 
without having a wife and family, it is probable that 
Paul was interested in qualifications rather than such 
things as how many children he could produce. How
ever, we do not think a man can have those qualifica
tions without having a wife and family, so we think 
brother Lipscomb's reasoning is wrong. 

However, we are glad to say that although weare 
not afraid to differ with any scholar, regardless of 
how astute and scholarly he may be, on the issue of 
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whether an elder must have a plurality of children, 
we agree with most of them with whom we have 
been acquainted. Briefly, our conclusion is this: Paul 
did not require in 1 Timothy 3:4,12 that the elders 
and deacons have a plurality of children, nor that 
they be old enough to be Christians. However, if 
they are old enough to be Christians and refuse to do 
so, it seems apparent that the father either did not 
have faithful children, or did not properly manage 
his household, which would disqualify him. 

However, there are two other questions about 
which we do not recall reading an extended schol
arly discussion. We will address those questions 
briefly. If our reasoning is invalid, we shall be glad to 
be corrected. 

The first question is: If an elder or deacon has 
children that are properly controlled and taught 
while they are under his direction, and they grow up 
and leave his household, as children do, does the fact 
that he no longer has children to manage disqualify 
him to be an elder or deacon? I know of no scholar 
who so affirms. The question might be broken down 
into two situations: 1. If the children who are grown 
and gone are still faithful. 2. If one or more of the 
children who are grown are now unfaithful. 



My conclusion is the same in both cases. It seems 
ridiculous and illogical to assume that Paul is saying 
that a man must resign from the eldersh ip after he 
has proven that he is qualified to be a competent 
shepherd of the flock simply because his children are 
gone. What does that have to do with his qualifica
tions or ability to properly shepherd the flock over 
which he has been for 20 years? Can any logical per
son assume that he loses his ability to care for the 
church of God simply because he no longer has any 
children at home? 

Even if his children later become unfaithful after 
leaving his care, does that prove that he has a fau lt 
that disqualifies him? If so, then if a member of a 
congregation leaves that congregation and becomes 
unfaithful, it proves that the shepherds of the flock 
are not qualified. They required that those in the 
flock under their oversight be faithful or else face 
disciplinary action. Then to assume that the unfaith
fulness of someone no longer in the flock somehow 
disqualifies them has no basis either in logic or in 
scripture. This seems so unreasonable that we can 
scarcely conceive of anyone assuming so. One who 
would thus assume could probably blame God for 
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Adam's sin, and say he was not a good Father. 
The second question is similar: Suppose an elder 

has met all the qualifications of an elder and has 
served faithfully and effectively for 20 years, and his 
wife dies. Must he now resign because it is said that 
he no longer is the husband of one wife? Such an 
opinion seems to disregard the purpose of Paul's 
command, and seems illogical and improper for the 
same reasons given in the preceding question with 
regard to the children. It would be very strange to 
have an elder who no longer has a household with 
children in it continuing to serve as an elder, and 
have him take the position that another elder who no 
longer had a wife in the household could no longer 
serve as an elder. If having no children in the home 
who were subservient or obedient as the scripture 
says a man must have does not now disqualify him, 
why wo uld having no wife in the home now dis
qualify him? The same scripture mentions both. 
Why a man who has demonstrated for years that he 
has the ability to lead, feed and shepherd the flock 
cannot continue to do so simply because he has lost 
one who has been a suitable help for him, we cannot 
see. Of course, if she had been such a powerful factor 
in his life that he can no longer function without her, 
that is a different situation. A man who ceases to 
function as an elder, deacon or preacher is no longer 
an elder, deacon or preacher; regardless of why he 
can no longer function. Having a wife and children 
helped to qualify him to be able to function, but after 
he gained those qualifications, he did not lose them 
simply because he lost a wife or child. Of course the 
same principle applies to deacons. 

1 Timothy 3 :13 says, "For they that have used 
the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a 
good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is 
in Christ Jesus." It seems evident that a deacon who 
had a family that helped to qualify him to "use the 
office of a deacon well" or serve well as a deacon did 
not lose his qualities as a good deacon just because 
he lost his family by their moving away or dying. If a 
person asserts that he did, it seems appropriate to 
suggest that he provide some logic or scripture that 
indicates what quality he lost. It may be expedient 
for an elder or deacon to resign under those circum
stances if his service would cause more controversy 
than his effort would be worth. However, that is not 
our question at this time. 
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Do Miracles Occur Today? 
By Frazier Conley 

I n general, religious people seem to be of two 
minds about the subject of miracles. Many believe 
in the existence of modern-day miracles. Others 

seem to want to limit them to biblical times, and deny 
their present-day occurrence. What does the Bible 
teach? 

It is not always wise to try to define Bible words 
with an English dictionary. Sometimes there is no 
one English word that corresponds exactly to a par
ticular Biblical Greek or Hebrew word, even when 
English translators have chosen a word. 

However, Americans do speak English to each 
other, and communicate in this way. Therefore, be
fore one can see what the Bible has to say about a 
subject, one must define the subject in one's own lan
guage and vocabulary. Then one can approach the 
scriptures and see where and how they treat the de
fined subject. We propose to speak about miracles, 
but what do we English speakers mean by that? 

The English dictionary defines a miracle as (1) an 
extraordinary event taken to manifest the supernatu
ral power of God fulfilling his purposes; or (2) an ex
tremely outstanding or unusual event, thing or ac
complishment. If, in an athletic competition, one 
team makes an astounding comeback to win, fans are 
likely to say, "It was a miracle." This is a legitimate 
use of the English word, since the English word 
miracle may have reference to an "outstanding" 
event. However, we are hardly interested in this use 
of the word miracle. It has nothing to do with God 
and his will for us. 

However, the first definition is related to the 
work of God: an extraordinary event taken to mani
fest the supernatural power of God fulfilling his pur
poses. What are the elements in this definition? First, 
a miracle is said to be an extraordinary event. One 
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may pray for a safe trip. One arrives safely. One gives 
thanks to God for his goodness. But a safe arrival is 
hardly extraordinary, as millions of people every day 
make safe trips. 

The sun rises every day. While some may under
stand that God's power is manifested in such an 
event, it is not extraordinary, as it happens every 
morning. According to the definition, the element of 
the extraordinary must be present. 

Second, a miracle manifests something. Manifest 
means "readily perceived by the senses, especially the 
sight." It is something evident. It is not hidden or se
cret or behind the scenes. A person in the hospital may 
be gravely ill and need major surgery. One may pray 
for him, and he may come safely through the surgery 
and recover. One may believe that God worked in this 
event. However, the only events that took place mani
festly and visibly were the work of the surgeon's 
hands. By the dictionary definition, one could not say 
that God manifested himself or his power. 

And third, according to the definition, what is it 
that is manifest? It is the supernatural power of God 
fulfilling his purposes. God's power in nature is 
surely manifest in every flower that grows. But a 
miracle is something that differs from the natural 
course of events. Here the definition seems to be
come a little redundant, since the extraordinary and 
the supernatural are very similar. However, this defi
nition would appear to be generally satisfactory for 
our purposes. 

The Bible words for miracle confirm the defini
tion. Sign (semeion) carries the meaning of some
thing manifested. Power (dunamis) refers to power 
manifested. Wonder (teras) and marvel (thauma) al
lude to events which cause wonder and amazement. 
Thus they have reference to manifestations. If they 
were ordinary events, they could not cause wonder 
or astonishment. 

Jesus teaches that the Heavenly Father feeds the 
birds (Matt. 6:26). Is this a miracle? When a bird 
dives to the earth and pulls a worm from the ground 
and eats it, he is fed. But this is not an extraordinary 
event. God does not openly manifest his power. God 



has acted, as Jesus says, by miracle as normally de
fined. 

In Philippians 2:25 Paul writes that Epaphroditus 
was ill, and near to death, but that God had mercy on 
him. Again, God was said to have acted. But so far as 
Paul describes it, it was not a miracle. Sick folks often 
get well, so it was not "extraordinary." There is no 
description here that makes us believe God mani
fested himself in some supernatural way. 

However, when the apostles on the day of Pente
cost (Acts 2:1ff.) began speaking in foreign languages 
they had not learned, and indeed were speaking 
without accent, this was extraordinary. It was also 
clearly manifested to the ears of those present. The 
context of the happening led people to understand 
that God was acting in the event. This was a miracle. 

When the 40-year-old man at the temple gate, 
lame from birth, stood up and began walking about 
and leaping (Acts 3:1ff), this was clearly extraordi
nary; it was clearly manifest; and the context of the 
event made plain that God was involved. This was 
certainly a miracle. 

Now do miracles occur today? Suppose a mem
ber of the church passed away. And fut;ther suppose 
that fellow Christians gathered around the body and 
began to pray. If life should then return, and the indi
vidual should sit up, and begin to speak, that would 
surely be a miracle. It would be extraordinary, it 
would be manifest, and it would be in the context of 
prayer to God. However, all claims about such 
events occurring today, when investigated, prove to 
be bogus. They simply do not occur. They did occur 
in biblical times. 

Suppose a young Christian has been diagnosed 
with a malignancy. Prayers are lifted in her behalf. She 
is treated by the physicians. A second biopsy shows no 
cancer. Is this a miracle? Well, it is not clearly extraor
dinary as cancers have often, and do often, go into 
remission. It is not a manifestation from God, as natu
ral means were used in her behalf, and the process it
self was hidden from sight. Was it a miracle? Not by 
the definition. Was God at work? Jesus said that God 
is at work in feeding the birds of the air and clothing 
the lilies. One may personally regard it to be a fact that 
God was at work in this event. But one cannot, ac
cording to the definition, affirm a miracle. One may 
and should deem that God is at work in daily life -
that he provides and guides and protects - without, 
at the same time, speaking as if such working were 
"miraculous." 

In Bible days, people believed that God was fre-

quently active in caring for them and providing 
blessings, but they themselves recognized, beyond 
this, those extraordinary events in which God plainly 
manifested his power. Why has God suspended his 
miraculous operations? The Scriptures themselves 
suggest that his extraordinary acts were designed for 
specific periods of Bible history and for specific pur
poses within those periods (Acts 14:3; Heb. 2:1-4; 1 
Cor. 13:8-13; Eph. 4:13). We also know that the 
means for obtaining the extraordinary powers dis
tributed during the apostolic age are no longer avail
able (Acts 8:18; 19:6; etc.). 

The following familiar saying has merit: "A 
miracle is God's hand revealed, providence is God's 
hand concealed." Another maxim that has been of
fered is: ''A miracle is when God does something and 
signs his name to it." 

Let us seek, as careful students of his word, to 
speak with some exactness about God's will and his 
works. In this way, we can enlighten others, edify 
ourselves, and speak the truth. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

C hange agents often resort to ridicule in an 
attempt to shame those holding truth to 
abandon their convictions. 

Sad to say this sometimes works. 
The tiresome story about new arrivals in heaven 

told to be quiet when they pass a tiny corner of the 
celestial home because "the folks in there think they 
are the only ones here," is a case in point. 

Another way to state this same gibe is to say, 
"You ·think you're right and everybody else is 
wrong." 

This is said with a sneer and a curl of the lip, as 
when some Jews taunted Jesus with the quip "Thou 
art a Samaritan," then added, "... and hast a de
mon." 

Such people paint themselves as open-minded, 
kindhearted, inoffensive, and progressive; and their 
fellow children of God as evil-minded, vicious, ob
noxious, and nasty ... and they have a demon. 

It is natural that you would want to embrace the 
one and reject the other - besides this saves the 
critic of the church the trouble of having to prove his 
proposition. 

He expects to win by name-calling ... and all the 
while he is roundly condemning those who rely on 
name-calling. 

Consistency thou art indeed a rare jewel. (Or, as 
G. C. Brewer put it, "It is more difficult to be consis
tent than it is to save one's soul.) 

Enemies of truth - even the unconscious variety 
-ridicule the value of reliability and stability (called 
by Bible writers "steadfastness"). This is evident in 
their constant revulsion of the word pattern. 

0 how they loathe that word. 
Change agents find the idea of a pattern in th~ 

sacred scriptures to be disgusting because it gets in 
the way of tailoring divine principles to remake them 
in their own image. 

Religious progressives view with much distaste 
the ability to maintain a particular standard. They 
want nothing to do with uniformity, evenness, regu
larity, and dependability. 

Our Roman Catholic friends have for many years 
pushed the notion that the church must be in a state 
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of constant flux. They claim their magisterium has 
God's approval to change the church at will - and 
they do it. 

Oddly, making a change in the divine order is 
done by pope and bishops who claim infallibility. An
other set of "infallible" men will undo the changes 
the first set of "infallible" men made. And so ad in
finitum. 

By their own admission, the Roman Catholic 
Church, as we know it today, is not the same - not 
even close - to the church described in the Bible. It 
has been changed - radically changed. 

The point we must keep in mind is that God 
rules by revealed propositions that state unchange
able principles. God breathed the new covenant into 
the mind and heart of chosen men in the first cen
tury, and then sealed the book. He dosed the curtain 
of revelation when he caused it to be written: 

I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from 
him that called you in the grace of Christ unto a 
different gospel; which is not another gospel 
only there are some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or 
an angel from heaven, should preach unto you 
any gospel other than that which we preached 
unto you, let him be anathema. As we have said 
before, so say I now again, if any man preacheth 
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unto you any gospel other than that which ye re
ceived, let him be anathema. For am I now seek
ing the favor of men, or of God? or am I striving 
to please men? if I were still pleasing men, I 
should not be a servant of Christ. For I make 
known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel 
which was preached by me, that it is not after 
man. For neither did I receive it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came to me through revela
tion of jesus Christ (Gal. 1:6-12). 

Jude nailed it down when he spoke of "the faith 
which was once for all delivered unto the saints" 
ijude 3). All attempts to pry it up, turn it over, and 
change it around are odious to God and will bring 
anathema 1 upon all such change agents. 

One meaningless objection is to browbeat the 
brethren by saying that we cannot determine who is 
right or wrong on the basis of church listings in the 
Yellow Pages. 

Well, come on, whoever said we could? 
The Yellow Pages list under churches of Christ 

some religious bodies that are not churches of 
Christ. The local Yellow Pages do not list all churches 
of Christ in a given area. Everyone knows this to be 
true. Only the inexcusably ignorant would deny it. 

The objection is fancy and meant only to intimi
date the unsuspecting. 

The charge that any knowledgeable person ever 
taught or thought that the way to know a church of 
Christ is to look in the Yellow Pages is silly. 

When someone says, "Yellow Pages," turn him 
off and look elsewhere for information. Anyone who 
would do this is either dishonest or ignorant, or 
both. 

It has never been the position of any gospel 
preacher that the identity of the church is deter
mined by the Yellow Pages. 

The objection is shallow and, I suspect, insincere. 
Will the change agents who seek to daunt the faithful 
by making the groundless charge that anyone ever 
sought to establish who is who is not a church of 
Christ by the authority of the Yellow Pages please 
give the documentation? My best guess is that this 
challenge will be ignored . . . and the "ignorant and 
unstedfast will wrest the scriptures ... to their own 
destruction." 

Let's look at the other foible. 
What about the objection that "you think you are 

right and everyone else is wrong." 

How shall we answer that? 
Do you expect a wise man to say, "0, no, no, no, 

please don't misunderstand, I think I am wrong!" 
It would be the perfection of stupidity for a 

teacher to say that I am presenting what I believe to 
be wrong. No sane man would do that! 

The change agents think they are right (if not, 
they need to keep their mouths shut and bug off). If 
they think they are right, then they are compelled to 
think that all who disagree with them are wrong, un
less they think that a person can be both right and 
wrong at the same time. 

So, the fact is, they think they are right and ev-
eryone else is wrong. 

In other words, they stand self-condemned. 
Yes - I think I am right. 
If you disagree, I think you are wrong. 
So, where's the rub? 
The change agents think they are right. 
They think those who disagree with them are 

wrong. 
So what? 
I think 2 + 2 equals 4 in the ten unit system of 

math. 
If you think 2 + 2 = 15 in the ten unit system of 

math, then I think you are wrong. 
Not only that, but all the textbooks say you are 

wrong. 
But what boots it? What difference does it make? 
What I think is not important. I can be right, but 

I can also be wrong. 
That is also true of what you think. 
The standard is the revealed word of God -that 

makes a difference. 
If the Bible teaches that there is one body that is 

true. It is true not because I say it, but because the 
Bible teaches it. 

Do you get the difference? 
It is not what the Yellow Pages say . . . It is not 

even what I think . . . neither is it what you think ... 
but the critical thing is what does the Bible say. 

The Bible says there is one body (Eph. 4:4) 
The Bible says the body is the church (Eph. 1 :22-

23) 
Therefore the Bible says there is one church. 
If you reject teaching that the Bible says there is 

one church, then too bad for you. 

1 doomed to destruction ... accursed, devoted to the direst woes (Thayer•s Greek Lexicon) 
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The Bible says there is one baptism (Eph. 4:5). 
If you think baptism is sprinkling, then you are 

wrong .•. not because of what the Yellow Pages say, 
or what I think, nor of what you think, but because 
of what the Bible says. 

The Bible says there is one faith (Eph. 4:5) 
If you do not like that, then you should repent. 
You can apply this to the conditions God gives in 

his revealed will for the sinner to access grace, which 
includes the blood of the Lamb and the full and final 
revelation (which we have had now for more than 
2,000 years). 

·jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). 

It is therefore false to say that either condition is 
optional in being saved. It is just that simple. 

Apply this reasoning to every religious question, 
and you will be safe - and right. 

The standard is the revealed word of God ... not 
you, nor the Yellow Pages, nor even me. 

God has spoken (Heb. 2:1-4). There is no escape 
for us if we neglect the great salvation . • • regardless 
of what the change agents say. 

The way to determine the right or wrong of any 
given biblical proposition is to study the word of 
God with all diligence and accept what it says on the 
subject. 

Many change agents see their inconsistency and 
in a vain attempt to reconcile their inharmonious 
statements, i.e., there is one church, but it is many, 
drive themselves into a quandary from. which there is 
no escape. 

They leave themselves looking dumb. Sorry 
about that. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, Tx 77269 
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History Repeats Itself 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

In past generations when the church divided, the 
"digressive" Christian church took over most of 
the church buildings and a major portion of the 

members. Those who sacrificed to build church 
houses suffered much loss and they had to begin 
again. Even though the doctrinal departures ham
pered the growth of the church, it is significant that it 
is now larger and more influential than the digres
sives. 

When a distant uncle, R.N. Gardner, wrote an 
article on how the liberals "stole" the church build
ing at Paragould, Arkansas, it was read by the la
mented Guy N. Woods. He wrote a kinsman as fol
lows: 

I have read with the greatest interest the ar
ticle, A Painful Lesson From the Past, you re
cently sent me, written by brother R.N. Gard
ner. The agonizing and bean breaking experi
ence those saints at Paragould suffered was du
plicated time and again over the land, as the 
saints stood helplessly by and saw their property 
- often built at great sacrifice - taken from 
them. 

Now, we are seeing a repetition of the steps 

24 October 2003 
Firm Foundation 

which led to this. There are those among us who 
would give to the digressives that which they 
could not take from us in a hundred years. They 
shall not pass! 

I thank God for men who did not yield then, 
and for those who will not compromise now. 

Brother Woods alludes to current efforts of the 
"changers." The division taking place today will re
sult in the loss of church property. Rather than liber
als leaving, they manipulate the members until they 
have the majority. The courts will invariably give the 
property to those with the largest membership re
gardless of any clause in the deed. 

R.N. Gardner's article that follows is a solemn 
warning as to what could happen today. It is a matter 
of record that the church in Greene County and 
Paragould, Ark., has grown considerably, th~nks to 
the firm stand for the truth by Richard Hannibal 
Gardner and a few others. I am honored for Richard 
Hannibal Gardner to be my great-great-grandfather 
who was taught out of error into the New Testament 
church by the inimitable pioneer preacher, Tolbert 
Fanning. '·' 



A Painful Lesson From the Past 
by R. N. Gardner 

(Published in the Firm Foundation, Aug. 12, 1986.) 

In 1884 the county seat of Green [sic] County was 
moved from Gainesville to Paragould, Ark. My 
father was County Court Clerk and moved there 

at the same time. 
At that time there was no church of Christ in 

Paragould. However, a few Christians began to meet 
in private homes. At the first meeting in my father's 
home there were six members present: brother Riley 
Smith and wife, brother Tyner and his wife, sister Sh
annon and my father. 

In the summer of 18 85 they began a meeting in 
the Methodist church house with brother A. Alsup of 
Tennessee doing the preaching. During the first week 
of the meeting brother Alsup taught that sprinkling 
was not baptism. For this the Methodists refused to 
allow any further use of their house. 

At once the brethren made plans to build a 
church house. Mter some delay and much sacrifice 
the house was finished. Brother Smith, brother Tyner 
and my father were selected and appointed elders. 
The members met for worship every Lord's day. 
They used no man-made instruments of music for 
they believed singing was the only music ordained of 
God to be used in worship. 

Preachers and money were scarce. For several 
years they had preaching only once a month and a 
gospel meeting once a year. Some of the preachers 
who held meetings for the Paragould congregation 
during the early years were: James A. Harding, 
James E. Scobey, M.C. Kurfees, S.M. Jones and F.W. 
Smith. 

Several years after the church was established a 
brother Yantis, his wife and two daughters, also a 
son-ln-.law and his wife moved to Paragould. Brother 
Yantis was a druggist, and his son-in-law was depot 
agent. for the Cotton Belt Railroad. They were like
able .people and all were talented musicians. They 
believ~d in having instrumental music in the wor
ship.· They were regular in attendance and brother 
Yanti$ led the singing. At first they did not agitate the 
instr\lmental music issue for they knew the elders 
and members were opposed to it. As time passed, 

they gained friends and had influence with some 
members of the church and with townspeople. Sev
eral members of the church accepted their views on 
the music question. With this additional force and 
influence, they insisted that they were entitled to be 
heard in deciding matters concerning activities of the 
church. 

They had sympathy from some of the members 
because they were active in the work of the church, 
contributed of their means and helped otherwise. 
They wanted to use a piano in connection with the 
singing. This was not permitted. 

They clamored for the privilege of selecting a 
preacher for a gospel meeting. Finally, for the sake of 
peace, the elders granted their request. They chose a 
preacher from Missouri whose name was Davidson. 
He was a sensational evangelist, a pleasant man, a 
smooth speaker. He had large audiences. There were 
about forty additions to the church. Some of these 
were from the denominations. With their numbers 
increased, those who favored the use of instrumental 
music seemed more determined to have their w~y 
even at the risk of division. 

Early in the spring of 1901 the church engaged 
brother M.H. Northcross of Franklin, Tenn., to 
preach during a meeting to be held the following 
summer. This meeting was announced and adver
tised for several months before it was to begin. 
Brother Northcross was a preacher of long experi
ence, a devoted Christian, loyal to the truth, kind in 
his preaching and a forceful speaker. He arrived in 
Paragould and began the meeting at the appointed 
time on Sunday morning. He preached· a week with
out any special public interference by those favoring 
instrumental music. 

On the second Sunday night of the meeting, 
brother Northcross, brother Smith, my father and I 
went to church together. Though we were early, as 
we approached the meetinghouse from within came 
strains of music, the tones of a piano and the voices 
of singers! When we entered the building we were 
completely surprised and astonished for the sight 
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. was so unexpected and disappointing. That after
noon the "digressives" had broug~t a piano into the 
church house without the knowledge of the elders or 
the congregation! In the pulpit there was a "digres
sive" preacher. There was a choir. At the piano was a 
daughter of brother Yantis. 

Though they were engaged in religious service, 
all of them were committing a two-fold sin: disobey
ing the voice of God, and unlawfully taking posses
sion, by force, of a church building put there and 
paid for by Christians conscientiously opposed to 
what these "robbers" were doing. In firm fact they 
were acting like bandits holding up (not a man for 
his money), but a group of Christians. As effectually 
as with bullets they were taking from Christians who 
owned this property, the building so precious and 
useful to them. Then, though a party to these perni
cious, treacherous proceedings and guilty before 
God of sin, the imported intruding preacher got up 
to warn others of the danger of sin which damns the 
soul. When his sermon was ended the congregation 
was seated. What followed then was enough to make 
angels weep and the devil rejoice. The preacher 
asked if any one had anything to say. 

Brother "Dump" Thompson, who the digressives 
claimed as one of their elders, stood up and said, 

A Biblical Basis 
for Modern Science 
by Dr. Henry M. Morris 

• A revision of one of the classic defenses of the 
Christian faith 

• Many evidences the Bible is scientifically accurate 
• Wide-ranging subjects, from astronomy to the origins 

of man. 

One of Morris's greatest works. A Biblical Basis for 
Modern Science shows conclusively that the Bible is correct 
where it touches upon science. This remarkable defense of 
the Bible allows the careful reader to see that evolutionary 
science is nothing more than a world view with no 
foundation. Rather the accuracy of the biblical records is a 
marvelous testimony to its divine source. 

Dr. Morris has earned the title "The Father of Modem 
Creationism" because of his writings on the creation/ 
evolution debate. He is a respected scientist as well and has 
written a number or textbooks in his own field. He is the 
founder of the Institute for Creation Research. pb, 300 pgs. 

$ t 3.99 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas n:sidents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 

26 October 2003 
Firm Foundation 

"We have this building, and we are going to keep it. 
We will put new locks on the doors in the morning, 
and we will prosecute any one who molests or 
tampers with them." Then he pulled up his sleeves, 
raised his arms, clinched his fist and added a threat: 
"If any of you does not like this, just come on!" 

There was a short pause. Then my father arose 
and with trembling voice said quietly, "Brethren, I 
would rather you would come over and take my 
dwelling away from me." He sat down. The congre
gation was dismissed. We went home. For 50 years 
many of us never entered that building again. 

The brethren left their meeting house in 
Paragould that night with the blessing of God upon 
them for humbly suffering such injustice without re
taliating. They did not believe in having lawsuits 
among brethren. 

When division over the use of instrumental mu
sic first occurred, the digressive element usually took 
the church buildings. In many instances, as in 
Paragould, Ark., they simply stole the property. From 
what I observed and learned then, I know they did 
this by force rather than on the principle or basis of 
justice and righteousness. 

372 Mills St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

(Editor,s Note: We sincerely thank brother 
Claude Gardner for reminding us of this history. As 
the title to his article suggests, history is repeating it
self. Alas! It is shameful to steal a property paid for by 
the sweat and toil of saints - whether that property 
is a church building or a school building. "How long, 
0 Lord, how longr,) · 
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Fowler Tours for Christians in 2004 

Follow in the Steps ofPaul with Dr. Bill Humble, Tour Biblical Sites in Turkey and Greece with Oklahoma 
Christian University, Tour the British Isles with Dr. Jerry Rushford, Visit Alaska with Christian Hosts. 

Travel the World with Fowler Tours. 

4040 - "In the Steps of Paul" Lectureship Cruise 
March 22-AprU 3 
Your New Testament will come alive as you follow in the steps of 
Paul through Greece and Turkey on this special cruise. Visiting 
Philippi, Ephesus, Patmos, Rhodes, Perga, Attalia, Iskenderun, 
Antioch, Cyprus, Papos, Crete, Athens and Corinth. 
Directed by Bill Humble. 
Associate directors Dino Roussos and Hulin Fowler. 
Hosted by a number of well-known Christians. 

4041 -A Uterarr & Hrmn Pilgrimage to England and Scotland 
May1S-27 
Visiting many sites of literary and historical significance with 
particular emphasis on history of hymns. Opportunity to sing at the 
actual sites where many famous hymns were written. 
Sponsored by Pepperdine University. 
Escorted by Dr. Jerry Rushford, Professor of Church History. 

4042 - Oklahoma Christian University 
A Tour of Bible Sites In TurkeJ & Greece 
May 24-June 7 
This marvelous trip combines a 7-day land tour of the sites 
of the seven churches of Asia plus Istanbul, Colossae and Miletus 
in Turkey, a delightful 3-day Greek Isle cruise, and a 3-day visit in 
Greece. 
Hosted by President and Mrs. Mike O'Neal 
and Dr. and Mrs. Stafford North 

4053 - lnllnltJ Hawaii Cruise 
Mq18-28 
Fly to Honolulu for a visit and cruise to Kauai, Maui, Hilo, Kona 
ending in Vancouver, B.C. Via the Infinity of Celebrity Cruises. 
Hosted by Lawrence Williams. 

4054 - North to Alaska Cruise and Tour 
JuneS-15 
Fly to Vancouver and board the Coral Princess for a 7-day Glaciers 
cruise to Whittier followed by a 3-day land tour to Fairbanks, Denali 
Park and Anchorage. 
Hosted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill. 

4043 - Prestoncrest Church of Christ 
Tour of Bible Sites In Greece, TurkeJ and Half 
June 11·21 
Visit Athens and Corinth and enjoy a 4-day cruise to the Greek Isles 
and Turkey. Choice of two 3-day options to either Northern Greece or 
to Rome and Pompeii. 
Hosted by Dr. & Mrs. Prentice Meador and Mr. & Mrs. Dino Roussos. 

4055 - Vorage of the Glaciers 
June 19-26 
Fly to Anchorage and board the Island Princess for a delightful 7-day 
cruise via the Glaciers, Skagway, Juneau and Ketchikan to Vancouver. 
Hosted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill. 

4044 - BriUsh Columbia and the Beautiful Canadian Rockies 
July8-17 
Tour by private motorcoach to Vancouver, Victoria, Whistler, Sun 
Peaks, Jasper, Lake Louise, Banff and Calgary. Magnificent scenery. 
Hosted by Clem and Ann Thurman of Gospel Minutes. 

4045 - Western Caribbean Cruise 
July 10-17 
Board the beautiful Navigator of the Seas in Miami and cruise to 
Labadee, Jamaica, Grand Cayman and Cozumel. 
Hosted by Jack and Mary Alice Wilhelm. 

4046 - Heart of Alaska Tour and Cruise 
July 26-August 8 
Board the Sun Princess in Vancouver and cruise to Whittier via 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay and College Fjord. A 6-
night land tour includes Anchorage, the Midnight Sun Express, Mt. 
McKinley Lodge and Fairbanks. Hosted by Willard and Bobbie Tate. 

4047 - ALASKA EXPLORER TOUR & CRUISE 
July 28-August 9 
Fly to Fairbanks for a 5-night land tour including the Midnight Sun 
Express, Denali Park and Anchorage.Board the Sun Princess in 
Whittier for a 7-night cruise via the Glaciers, Skagway, Juneau and 
Ketchikan to Vancouver. Hosted by John Vaughan. 

Hulin Fowler is pleased to announce that the Fowler Tours name, logo and web site have been reacquired. 
Hulin Fowler Travel and Fowler Tours are one company now and will operate 

as Fowler Tours in association with Strong Travel Services. 

For free descriptive brochures, call or write: 

-Fowler Tours-
8214 Westchester Dr., Suite 670, Dallas, TX 75225 

214-361-0027 or 800-747-5670 
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Potpourri ••. 

Another month another Potpourri - and we 
hope it is appealing, but we know that some 
of it will be smelly, because the news is al

ways both good and bad. 

lisfortioa 
0 David Horowitz informs us in his website, 

FrontPageMagazine.com, that Jesus did not mention 
homosexuality in the four gospels. The implication is 
that Jesus did not think it- homosexuality- was 
any big deal, so we shouldn't, either. 

By such reasoning, since Jesus didn't condemn 
rape specifically, Jesus must be indifferent to that, 
too. Jesus is not recorded in the New Testament of 
speaking out against child pornography or incest. 
Does that make them okay? 

Jesus did authorize the writing of all the books of 
the New Testament, and the Holy Spirit spoke all sav
ing truth to first-century disciples. One of them said: 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile pas
sions: for their women changed the natural use 
into that which is against nature: and likewise 
~lso the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one tow~rd anoth,er, 
men with men working unseemliness, and re
ceiving in themselves that recompepse of thei~ 
error which was due. And even as they refused 
to have God in (their) knowledge, God gave 
them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting (Rom. 1 :26-28). 

To receive that is to receive Jesus, and to reject 
that is to reject Jesus (Matt. 10:40). Let David 
Horowitz take note. 

More Nonsense 
$Concerned Women for America (cwfa.org) re

ports that the Human Rights Campaign supported 
"Gender Lobby Day," in which men in dresses 
stormed Capitol Hill to demand that lawmakers sign 
pledges not to discriminate based on "gender iden
tity." These are the same folks who are advising con
fused teenage girls at HRC-backed conferences to 
have their healthy breasts amputated in their tragi
cally misguided quest to become "men." 
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rotalifariaa 
0 Homosexuals are dictatorial - if given power, 

they will dictate your actions, whether you like it or 
not. It is transforming Canada into a totalitarian 
country. 

Item: Canada's broadcasters, who are forbidden 
to air anything critical of homosexuality, including 
scripture readings. 

Item: Two Ontario mayors were hauled before 
the "human rights commission" and charged with 
failing to issue proclamations celebrating "gay pride 
week." 

Item: Professor Chris Kempling of the British 
Columbia College of Teachers was suspended by his 
school for merely writing a letter critical of homo
sexuality to a local newspaper. Writing about the 
case, Edmonton Sun columnist Ted Byfield warns: 
"You see emerging [in Canada] the Western world's 
No. 1 totalitarian state, all developed in the name of 
human rights." 

Good Ouffsfioa 
OThe mischievous Forum Letter is up to it again. 

It reports that at a Rocky Mountain Synod meeting 
in Colorado Springs, Bishop Mark Hanson, head of 
the ELCA Lutherans, spoke on a sexuality study in 
which that communion is embroiled. Certainly, he 
said, "We're not going to base our position with re
gard to homosexuality on seven passages from Scrip
ture." One pastor leaned over to a brother and said, 
"Isn't that more than we have on the institution of 
the Lord's Supper?" 

Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of ·men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



111m Are Stubborn Things 
®The summer school catalogue of the Graduate 

Theological Union in Berkeley lists a slew of courses 
leading to a "Certificate in Sexuality and Religion." 
A person so certified is equipped "to advance the full 
inclusion of LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered] people in their faith communities." 
One course is "Blessing Same-Sex Unions" and is of
fered by Mark Jordan of Emory University. Assum
ing that "more and more Christian congregations 
will be blessing same-sex unions in the years to 

come," the class will wrestle with this question: 
"Should LGBT Christians want their unions blessed 
without first reforming the present theology and 
practice of 'Christian marriage'?" One conservative 
response to this is to say, "See, those people will 
never be satisfied. Try to be tolerant and bless their 
same-sex unions and the next thing they want is to 
change the meaning of marriage for everybody else." 
The more interesting response, I think, is to com
mend them for implicitly recognizing- despite pub
lic protestations to the contrary - that blessing 
same-sex unions does entail a reform (i.e., revolu
tion) in the "theology and practice of Christian mar
riage" (without the sneer quotes). In a similar way, 

by Lynn McDaniel 

How does a child learn to overcome the debilitat
ing effects of Cerebral Palsy? Lynn McDaniel 
shares the anger, laughter, and wonder of coping 
with a serious disability in early childhood. Learn, 
and grow, from Lynn's child's-eye view of her 
first eight years. For a positive dose ofinspiration 
that will motivate you to encourage and uplift any 
person- including children- facing extraordi
nary challenges in daily living, make Yes, I Can! 
a part of your book collection and your gift 
selection. 0929540360 paperback 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

there was among Catholics some years ago a fairly 
influential organization called the Women's Ordina
tion Conference. There was a big split within the or
ganization between those who simply wanted to 
press for the ordination of women and those who 
contended that the ordination of women required a 
radical change in the theology and practice of priest
hood. The second party is right. However much one 
may dissent from their purposes, those who recog
nize that the blessing of same-sex unions and the or
dination of women are incompatible with the 
Church's understanding of, respectively, marriage 
and priestly ministry have the better part of the argu
ment (First Things, August/September 2003). 

W11nt to Argue? 

\9iThe Washington-based Institute on Religion 
and Democracy has a record of provoking salutary 
trouble from time to time. It recently issued guide
lines for creating and sustaining something like a dia
logue with Muslims. The guidelines delicately sug
gested that it is "unhelpful" and even "dangerous" 
when evangelical Protestant leaders publicly declare 
that Islam is a "wicked religion." Typical of one 
strong reaction is columnist Cal Thomas, who 

Conversational journeys 
and the Word of God 

13 lessons for Women 

by lynn McDaniel 

If you feel uneasy and insecure about giving an honest 
answer to the following questions, you will find l ynn's 
study a valuable tool as you defend the truth. What 
about the inspiration of the Bible? Do you know how it 
was compiled? How do we know the books are authen
tic and reliable? What are the Dead Sea Scrolls? Can 
you discuss intelligently the agreement of archae-ology 
and science with the Bible? Can you discuss credibly 
the creation and evolution with scoffing friends and 
neighbors? Can you answer alleged Bible discrepancies 
when your friends ask? How much do you know about 
the different translations of the Bible? Can you tell an 
unbeliever what God requires for man's salvation? Can 
you discuss intelligently the high points of each book of 
the Bible? This book gives a refreshing approach to a 
study of such vital issues. The author very skillfully 
shows how to broach these subjects in a conversational 
style in our every day lives and feel comfortable in 
handling questions thrown our way. 0891374698, pa
perback, 185 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.55 s&h ·Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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writes: "As chronicled in this column over several 
years, invective against Christians, Jews, and all 
other non-Muslims regarded as 'infidels' rains down 
from Islamic pulpits throughout the world. The 
harsh rhetoric makes reference to Koranic justifica
tions of violent means to religious ends. These in
clude the takeover of not only the 'West Bank,' but 
all of Israel. Why would such people negotiate with 
'infidel' diplomats who represent 'the great Satan' 
and settle for less when they believe their God wants 
them to take it all?" Thomas concludes, "Christians 
and Jews aren't declaring war on the world, and they 
are not hijacking airplanes to fly into buildings or 
blowing themselves up among civilians. Those who 
do claim their mandate is from Islam. The shoe is on 
the wrong foot." 

r•anis 
SAn anonymous reader from Alabama sent these 

tidbits: 
• People are illogical, unreasonable and self-cen

tered. Love them anyway. 
• If you do good, people will accuse you of self

ish ulterior motives. Do good anyway. 
• If you are successful, you win false friends and 

true enemies. Succeed anyway. 
• The good you do today will be forgotten 

tomorrow. Do good anyway. 
• Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. 

Be honest and frank anyway. 
• The biggest men and women with the biggest 

ideas can be shot down by the smallest men and· 
women with the smallest minds. Think big anyway. 

• People favor underdogs but follow only top 
dogs. Fight for a few underdogs anyway. 

• What you spend years building may be de
stroyed overnight. Build anyway. 

Share 
Firm Foundation 
with your friends 

relatives 
or congregation. 

Call today for your free bundle. 

(888) 36 7-6216 
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• People really need help but may attack you if 
you do help them. Help people anyway. 

• Give the world the best you have and, you'll get 
kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best you have 
anyway. 

In the same envelope there is another clipping 
from the Montgomery Advertiser about a new reli
gious group called H20. The group is weird. It fea
tures flickering Gothic candelabras, flashing colored 
lights, a mirrored disco ball, incense, and eardrum
pounding rock music. It bills itself as the church for 
the next generation. (If that's true, the next genera
tion better watch out!) Oh, yes, where does the H20 
name come from. You guessed it - water. According 
to the H20 preacher it is the living water Jesus men
tioned in John 7:38- which is kind of tricky-cute, 
but not very profound. "Judgmentalism," the piece 
says, "is the cardinal sin at H20. The young people 
are never put on the spot about their sex lives, their 
dress, or their use of alcohol. Don't ask/don't tell is 
the practice on more serious issues. 

Did fou Know? 

OEven though some states in the U.S. give lim
ited benefits to same-sex couples, no state has yet 
recognized same-sex "marriages." 

ONo civilization in history has ever enshrined 
homosexual conduct as the full legal equivalent of 
the union of a man and a woman in marriage. 

OThe laws of New York state already assume 
that marriage is the union of a man and a woman. 
But assumed laws will not stand up to a challenge in 
the courts. 

037 states and the U.S. Congress have passed 
laws to prevent the recognition of same-sex "mar
riages" from other states. 

OGeorge W. Bush, Bill Bradley, and AI Gore all 
oppose same-sex "marriage." 

flThe people of California recently voted by a 
margin of 61.4 to 38.6 to keep the definition of mar
riage in their state as the union of a man and a 
woman. 

flThe people of Alaska voted by a margin of 68 
to 32 to define marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman in the Alaska Constitution. 

OThe people of Hawaii voted by a margin of 69 
to 31 to amend the Hawaii Constitution to allow the 
state legislature to define marriage as the union of a 
man and a woman. 

fl Internationally, 84 percent of the people be
lieve marriage is the union of a man and a woman. 



reach Me 
O(There is no man that I respect more for his 

scholarship - especially depth of understanding of 
the Holy Bible - than the saintly Hugo McCord. He 
is a veritable spiritual giant. This dear brother re
cently sent to me a short piece that he found pasted in 
the Bible of his beloved Lois, who has been transfig
ured into a spiritual, powerful, glorious, immortal 
body. She has laid hold on that for which she was laid 
hold on by Christ jesus. Brother McCord was obvi
ously touched by his dear, departed wife's spiritual 
sensitivity revealed in having treasured and retained 
this bit of good advice. We share it now with you, and 
expect it to be pasted in a multitude of Bibles .. ) 

Teach me, my Lord, to be sweet and gentle in all the 
events of life -

In disappointments, 
In the thoughtlessness of others, 
In the insincerity of those I trusted, 
In the unfaithfulness of those on whom I relied. 

Let me put aside myself, 
To think of the happiness of others, 
To hide my little pains and heartaches, 
So that I may be the only one to suffer from them. 

Teach me to profit by the suffering that comes across 
my path. 

Let me so use it that it may mellow me, not harden 
nor embitter me. 

That it may make me patient, not irritable. 
That it may make me broad in my forgiveness, not 

narrow, haughty, and overbearing. 

May no one be less good for having come within my 
influence, 

No one less pure, less true, less kind, less noble for 
having been a fellow-traveler with me in our jour
ney toward eternal life. 

"Teach me thy way, 0 LORD" (Ps. 86: 11). 

(Brother and sister McCord have both demon
strated in their lives the sweet smell of this wise coun
sel so clearly based on biblical teaching. We thank 
you, Brother McCord -and we thank Lois, too.) 

GREECE 
Biblical - Christian - Educational 

TOURS & CRUISES 
Website: www.christian-tours.gr 

E-mail: arlstotle@hol.gr 

Psallo 
!91It is claimed that Ephesians 5:19, by its use of 

the word psallo, authorizes the use of man-made mu
sical instruments in worship in song. 

It is contended that psallo means plucking or 
strumming on a stringed instrument. Whether or not 
it means that, in Ephesians 5:19 the use of man
made musical instruments is excluded by what the 
passage says. 

Paul commands: "[S]inging and psallontes en te 
kardia," meaning "playing on the heart" (as a musi
cal instrument). It clearly specifies that the heart is 
the musical instrument being played. The plucking of 
the strings is the plucking of the heart strings. That 
the heart does not literally have strings or that it is 
not literally a musical instrument changes nothing. It 
is figurative usage. 

If what was commanded were used of a man-made 
instrument, one would have to have such an instru
ment to use or the singing would not be acceptable. 

But since the instrument is the heart, the com
mand can be fulfilled having nothing made by men. 
On the other hand, the command cannot be fulfilled 
without the accompaniment of the music with the 
human heart (we are grateful to brother Ronald Davis 
of Stephenville, Texas, for this helpful exegesis of 
Paul's command for us to sing to God while making 
melody with the heart - we worship the Spirit God 
from our human spirit and in truth -John 4:24). 

1emple Ceremony 
!~lTOKYO (Reuters) - Japanese pinball is fortu

nate, one of the few leisure industries lucky enough 
to defy the nation's economic slump and turn a 
profit even in the present tough times. 

So on Friday, those who make a living from 
pachinko, a game resembling pinball that enjoys 
huge popularity, gathered at a Tokyo temple to ex
press gratitude to the clattering machines that make 
it all possible. 

Garish pachinko parlors, ubiquitous in Japan, are 
for large parts of each day filled with devotees trans
fixed by electronic beeping and the rattle of small 
metal balls whirling through the upright machines. 

They make huge amounts of money, with earn
ings reckoned to be around $240 billion a year. 

To entice customers, new machines are installed 
regularly and pachinko fans line up for hours to get 
first crack at them. 

In Friday's solemn ceremony, Buddhist monks in 
purple robes chanted sutras in front of a candle-lit, 
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brocade-draped altar adorned with a golden replica 
of a pachinko machine. 

Executives from firms that make pachinko ma
chines and parts for them offered incense before 
bowing their heads and praying to honor those ma
chines that have come to the end of their working 
lives over the past year. 

"So many people play pachinko," said Hitoshi 
Osawa, an executive with leading pachinko machine 
maker Heiwa Corp . "We want to tell the machines, 
'Thank you very much for all your hard work.'" 

\tFLORENCE (Reuters)- Tired tourists, beware 
- if you visit the cathedrals of Florence or Venice 
and afterwards want a minute's rest on their steps or 
pavements, you may be slapped with a fine. 

Jarred by criticism that city councils around Italy 
were not keeping back-packing day trippers in line, 
both cities on Saturday started fining those who do 
not behave with decorum around churches. 

The 50-euro (50 dollar) fines apply to the areas 
around Florence's cathedral, the Duomo, and the 
Basilica of St. Mark in St. Mark's Square in Venice. 

Signs went up on Saturday morning in front of the 
red, white and green marble walls of the Florence ca
thedral reading: "Sitting or lying down prohibited." 

THE LIVING WAY CURRICULUM 
REVISION COMPLETE! 
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Algebra ••d Marriage 
0 LONDON (Reuters) -A mathematician says he 

can predict with almost total accuracy which newly 
wed couples will enjoy a happy marriage - using 
two lines of algebra. 

Professor James Murray says the two formulae 
he devised have a 94 percent success rate when it 
comes to forecasting whether a couple will stay to
gether. 

The experiment, conducted with the help of a 
psychologist, involved observing the couples during 
a 15 -minute conversation when they were newly 
married, Murray said. 

A couple's ability to communicate on subjects 
such as sex, child-rearing or money was measured 
using a scale that gave positive points for good sig
nals, such as smiles and affectionate gestures, and 
negative points for bad signals, such as rolling of the 
eyes, mocking and coldness. 

"We used an accepted psychological scoring sys-

Forty Years in the Mormon Church: 
Why I Left It 

by R. C. Evans 

A. C. Evans was ordained to 7 different offices in the 
Mormon Priesthood, from Priest to the Presidency of the 
church, standing next to Joseph Smith himself in the 
highest Council of the church. He knew the inner work
ings of Mormonism. After he repudiated Mormonism, he 
established with others The Church of the Christian 
Brotherhood. Although he still believed In modem "rev
elation,• his book gives evidence against Mormonism 
which does not depend on modem •revelations• for Its 
factual expose of the Latter Day Saints. 208 pgs., Hard
back,0893150541 

$14.95 

The Myth of Mormon Inspiration 
by Brodie Crouch 

The Book of Mormon plays a vital part in the faith of 
Mormons, and defenders of truth must not relax their 
efforts to expose as false Its claim to be a collection of 
Holy Scriptures. However the theocratic system of 
Mormonism does not rest solely or primarily upon the 
Book of Mormon, but rather upon a series of supposed 
events and an accepted hierarchy, or "priesthood,• 
based on the authority of •continued revelation• or 
inspiration. Brodie Crouch very ably refutes this false 
claim of Mormonism. 247 pgs. plus extensive appen
dix, Hardback, BROCRO 

$14.95 

$3.50 s&h for each book • $4.50 for both 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 



tern to award them points, such as minus three for 
scorn and plus two for humor," Murray, the author 
of "Mathematics for Marriage," told the newspaper. 

The points were then converted into algebraic 
terms enabling the study's authors to make divorce 
projections. The results were fed into two equations 
- one for the husband and one for the wife. 

The couples were checked every two years and 
the model predicted which marriages failed withal
most complete accuracy. 

llo Mirarle 
OROME (Reuters)- Saint Anthony of Padua can 

protect you against shipwrecks, starvation, and los
ing things, believers say - but apparently his powers 
are no match for the heat. 

Votive candles dedicated to the saint, an item 
popular with pilgrims who flock to the northern Ital
ian city to visit his shrine, are melting on souvenir 
stands in the merciless sunshine. 

Walltlll' aad faliia' 
0 LONDON (Reuters) - A naked rambler sighted 

on some of Britain's most famous walking trails has 
broken cover and revealed it was his ambition to 
walk the length of the country in the nude. 

Steve Gough made headlines earlier this week 
when police in northern England reported several 
sightings of a rambler wearing nothing but his boots, 

A must read for every mother, every daughter 

temini.st 
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No assault has been more ferocious than 
feminism's 40-year war against women. And no 
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a rucksack and a floppy hat. Gough, 44, an unem-. 
ployed truck driver, told the Times newspaper he 
was blazing a trail against antiquated British inde
cency laws and establishment attitudes. 

ra"e Out to fhe ••• 
OA family-values group has come out in opposi

tion to the Philadelphia Phillies' first "Gay Commu
nity Day" planned for the baseball team's game Tues
day at Veterans Stadium. 

"Families will take their children to Tuesday's 
baseball game for a good time, but instead they will 
be confronted with a 'Gay Community Day.' What 
type message is this giving the children attending?" 
asked Diane Gramley, director of the American Fam
ily Association of Pennsylvania, in a statement. 

"Those who engage in homosexual activity -
because this is what really defines a homosexual -
are using this in-your-face method to further seek ac
ceptance of their unnatural and dangerous sexual be
havior." 

According to the Associated Press, three local 
"gay" and lesbian professional associations hope to 
fill part of the upper deck along the first-base line for 
the game against the Milwaukee Brewers. A homo
sexual fan will throw out the game's ceremonial first 
pitch. 

The family-values group is concerned about chil
dren going to next week's game who might be ex
posed to homosexual behavior. It cites the case of 11 
homosexuals arrested this year in Philadelphia's 
Strawbridges department store for engaging in public 
sexual activity in one of the store's restrooms. This 
after a 1 0-year-old boy and his father unsuspectingly 
walked into the Strawbridges restroom before 
Christmas and found homosexuals engaged in sex 
acts (WorldNetDaily.com, Aug. 10, 2003). 

Mumbo Jumbo Will Boo-Doo Jou 
OPHILADELPHIA - Voodoo, Santeria and 

other religions with Mrican roots are drawing fol
lowers in the United States among immigrants and 
black Americans interested in their ancestry, their 
leaders say. 

But their practice can result in clashes with 
neighbors and police over rituals such as animal sac
rifices and sacred drumming - especially since 
they're mostly conducted at home, in residential 
neighborhoods. 

"This is a country founded on freedom of reli
gion," said George Ware, an organizer with the Na
tional African Religion Congress. The group, formed 
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five years ago, has members from a half-dozen reli
gious groups and is meeting this week in its home 
base in Philadelphia. 

"They (mainstream religions) are all given room 
and space to function within this country, and we are 
asking for the same," Ware said. 

When voodoo practitioners held an annual cer
emony honoring their ancestral spirits at midnight, 
neighbors in a sedate section of Philadelphia called 
police as drumming started. 

"We are not happy about the noise, because we 
don't want to disturb the neighborhood," Ware said. 
But "we have a spiritual obligation to continue." 

Police and neighbors decided to tolerate the 
noise. But citations over noise ordinances and animal 
sacrifices have sometimes landed in court, at least 
once reaching the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In 1993, the high court outlawed a Hialeah, Fla., 
ordinance banning "ritual animal sacrifice," saying 
its language violated the First Amendment's religious 
freedom clause because it only applied to the reli
gious slaughter of animals (The Associated Press, 
Aug. 9, 2003). 

!tRAVERSE CITY, Mich., Aug. 5 - Teresa 
Becker made a costly decision when she chose after 
her sophomore year to major in theology. 

She had received $1,200 in state scholarship 
money for her freshman year at Ave Maria College in 
Ypsilanti, Mich., in 2000. The next year she received 
$2,750 in state aid. Last June, she was promised that 
amount for her junior year, too. 

A month later, when word of her choice of a ma
jor reached state officials, they wrote her a new let
ter. 

The Eternal Kingdom 
by F. W. Mattox 

This is history of the church from its divine establish
ment in the first century, through the apostasy, refor
mation, and restoration of the 20th century New 
Testament Christianity. 33 chapters are divided into 
seven sections: Divine Beginnings; Controversy and 
Departure A.D. 100-312; ThelncreaseofError A.D. 313-
787; The Growth of Papal Power; Reformation 
Beginnings; The Protestant Reformation 1 S 17-1800; The 
Restoration- 19th Century. Brother Mattox's research 
and knowledge ofhis subject make this a very interesting 
book. BKAJO I Hardback • 358 pages 

$13.00 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1·888-367-6216 

"Students enrolled in a course of study leading to 
a degree in theology, divinity or religious education 
are not eligible to receive an award," it said, para
phrasing a state law. "Your award has changed from 
$2,750.00 to $0.00" (Washington Times, Aug. 11, 
2003). 

Some Clowns llof Funny 

OA federal judge has ordered New York's 
Westchester County to pay a twice-convicted pedo
phile $2,500 for violating his rights by refusing to al
low him to perform his clown act for children at a 
local amusement park. 

Judge John S. Martin did approve the county's 
. park regulation crafted earlier this year that bars 
convicted pedophiles from obtaining performance 
permits if their acts are designed to "entice a child to 
congregate around" them. The ruling allows the 
county to bar Richard Hobbs from performing his 
clown act in the future at the county-owned park. 

County officials hailed the ruling as a victory, 
though they said they were perplexed by the judge's 
decision to award Hobbs the money. 

"The bottom line here is our children will be 
protected," Susan Tolchin, chief adviser to 
Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano, told 
the Westchester journal News. "We're less pleased 
about the part where we have to pay this guy 
$2,500." 

Hobbs, 48, sued the county in 2000, charging 
that Westchester had violated his First Amendment 
rights by refusing to allow him to perform his clown 
and balloon animals act at the 279-acre park. 

The county cited tWo reasons for disallowing 
Hobbs' performances: 

• his panhandling act would compete with the 
county's for-profit operation in the only govern
ment-owned amusement park in the country; 

• his criminal past ( WorldNetDaily.com, Aug. 
16, 2003). 

A~ 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: What does the term "the law" refer to 
as used throughout the book of Galatians? 

Answer: The basic thrust of Galatians is to re
fute Judaizing teachers. These Judaizers were 

saying to Gentiles who had believed the gospel and 
become Christians, "You must be circumcised and 
obey the law of Moses in order to be saved" (com
pare Acts 15:1 , 24 ). Consequently, "the law" re
ferred to in Galatians is specifically the Law of 
Moses. For example, the Law of Moses is the law 
that had been given to the Jews (2:14), the law that 
came 43 0 years after Abraham (3: 17), the law that 
was associated with and included circumcision 
( 6: 13 ). Specific references like these, and the book 
taken as a whole, clearly show that the law given at 
Sinai is the law mainly in view. 

One of the points to be validly made from Gala
tians, therefore, is that the Law of Moses is not our 
law; the old covenant is not our covenant. Galatians 
makes it clear that to say we are "not under the law" 
does hot mean we are free to commit fornication or 
murder (5 :21). But it does mean that we are free 
from any obligation to circumcision (5 :6), Sabbaths, 
feast-days, and the like ( 4 :1 0), or the Jewish dietary 
laws (2: 11ff). Obviously then, the set of principles or 
rules we are obligated to follow under Christ today is 
a different set than those given by Moses. 

Paul says, "The law was our tutor to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith . But after 
faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor (3 :24-
25). There are other meanings and implications le
gitimately found in this passage, but it is surely faulty 
exegesis that fails to recognize the meaning: "Chris
tians are not under the law of Moses, since it has ful
filled its function in preparing the world for Christ 
and justification by faith." 

However, not every reference either to "law" or 
"the law" in Galatians refers exclusively to the Law 
of Moses. For example, there is "the law of Christ" 
which we, as Christians, are obligated to "fulfill" 
(6:2). Paul makes it clear, in Galatians and elsewhere 

(e.g. 1 Cor. 9:21), that there is still a norm, or stan
dard, by which Christians are to live, and that he 
does not mind calling it " law." 

There is another meaning of "law" in Galatians, 
however, that Paul makes use of when his meaning 
centers on the basis of righteousness, or the principle 
by which man is justified. One passage that is par
ticularly instructive in this regard is Galatians 3:21-
22: "If there had been a law given which could have 
given life, truly righteousness would have been by 
the law. But the Scripture has confined all under sin." 
Here Paul is saying that if righteousness, or justifica
tion (they are the same word in the original), could 
have been on the basis of law (as a principle), then it 
would have been by the Law of Moses. 

To be justified, you see, means to be pronounced 
innocent or declared righteous. "Justification" is the 
opposite of "condemnation (see Rom. 5:16; 8:33-
34). By law, the guilty are condemned; only the righ
teous are justified. And since all men are sinners, 
which is exactly the meaning in context of, "There is 

How We 
Got the 

Bible 
Second edition 

by Nell R. Lightfoot 

A factual account of how the Bible came to us down 
through the ages. Provides a very readable intro
duction to ancient manuscripts, translations, the 
canon of Scripture, and apocryphal books. Discus
sions on recent Bible translations included. Thir
teen chapters with discussion questions make this 
an ideal class book. 0-8010-5644-6 hb, 168 pgs. 

$16.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@qulk.com 
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none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. 3:1 0); then 
there is no one whom law can justify. 

As Paul uses the phrases, "be justified by the 
law," or, "justified by works," etc., he means to be 
justified as the law itself would justify; to be called 

·righteous by being righteous, that is, by never having 
sinned. In that sense, no one is justified by law, any 
law. A major point Paul is making is that we are not 
justified (declared righteous) by never sinning. We 
are declared righteous by having our sins forgiven. 
That is the same thing as saying, as Paul frequently 
expresses it, "We are not justified by works of law 
but by faith in Christ Jesus." 

Two major errors are still afloat in the land. One, 
proclaimed by preachers on the radio and pulpits of 
many denominations, says, "We are saved by faith 
alone," by which they mean, "We are saved without 
any obedience on our part whatsoever." Galatians 
does not say that. On the contrary, Galatians shows 
that our obedience in baptism is the point at which our 
faith makes us children of God and we enter into 
Christ (3:26-27). Effective faith in Paul is always obe
dient faith (Rom. 1:5, 4:12; 16:26; Gal. 5:6). 

The other error, believed by myriads of upstand
ing citizens including members of various denomina
tions whose preachers preach "faith only," as well as 
by many who reject religion in all its forms, is that 
man can be good enough to be saved by his own 
goodness. This error is reflected in such commonly 
stated refusals to hear the gospel as, "I am just as 
good as those people down at the church"; or, "I'm a 
good citizen, pay my bills; why preach to me?" or "I 
believe if you just obey the golden rule, you'll be all 
right." 

The refutation of this error is a main burden of 
Galatians. We cannot be saved by our own goodness 
or merit, whatever law we are measured by. We are 
sinners. We cannot, therefore, be righteous as one 
who has no sin. We can only be declared righteous 
(justified) as one whose sins are forgiven. This is the 
meaning of, "Knowing that a man is not justified by 

·works of law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we 
Uews) have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might 
be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of 
law; for by works of law no flesh shall be justified" 
(Gal. 2:16). 
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a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
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4050 

-Florida-

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 
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10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Roben 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. \Voods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ••••••••••• BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ••••••••••• BKJLo2 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~"x5%•) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. harclback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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• 
The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 
Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan ofthe lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the "liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

SB.OO plus $3.50 s&h 
Textu residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Wi_nters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tsx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and ~vii to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, Is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there Is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind; and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as •noble. • 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
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the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-time preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send r~sum~ and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80111. 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

D-940999-45-5 ••..••.••. $59.95 
t\6..a • Genuine black leather 

D-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/4•x7%•x3Ja• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
t\6..a • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size s• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold ................. $4.00/llne 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

works. Inquiries must include r~sum~, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Associate minister needed for the lOth & Rockford 
congregarion of 250 + members under the 
oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
married man with a committed wife to work closely 
with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
resume with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Youth and Family Minister wanted for a 
congregation of 250 with S elders, 16 deacons, a 
Jr·Sr High youth group of about 30 and an 
organized elementary school group. Current YM 
has been on staff for 3 1/z yrs. and is leaving for 
mission work. Please submit a cover letter stating 
the reasons for your interest in the position plus a 
resume with educational background, complete 
work history and a minimum of three references. 
Main and Oklahoma Church of Christ, Att: Elders, 
P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, Oklahoma 74502. 

Established congregation numbering 100+ in 
Cordell, OK is needing an experienced preacher. 
We prefer age 30-50. We need a mixer who is 
good with all ages. MUST BE EVANGELISTIC!! 
Send resum~ to Church of Christ 501 N. College 
Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Paul's Later Life and Letters 
by Frank J. Dunn 

A 13-lesson workbook on the later life of 
Paul. Excellent for Bible study or VBS. 
Some of the lessons are: Prayer and Modest 
Clothing; Elders and Deacons; Christian 
Duties; Before and After Conversion 
BKGFO I 44 pgs. 

$1.00 plus $1.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to AvondaJe 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
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The Certified Gospel 
By Foy E. Wallace Jr. (deceased) 

But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached of me is not after man" 
(Gal. 1:11). 

We are living in the day of certified things. We de
mand certified food and certified clothing and some
times certified checks. But I wonder if people think as 
much of their religion as they do a bottle of milk? 

Along the highways we read the billboards, ad
vertising certain products, warnings against substi
tutes and frauds - such as, "watch for the trade
mark" and "take no substitutes." 

But in religion the masses yield to the flimsy sen
timent that it makes no difference what one believes 
just so he thinks it is all right. As well say that it makes 
no difference what one eats or drinks so long as he 
thinks it is all right. Would it be safe to eat rat poison 
if one should believe it to be salad dressing or dessert? 
It is not eating that imparts and sustains life, but what 
one eats. So it is not believing that saves the soul but 
what one believes. The One who knows what it takes 
to save said: "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free." Error cannot be made a substi
tute for the truth in the saving plan. You had better 
look for the trademark on your religion. 

The Inherent Features of a Certified Gospel 

Has it ever occurred to you that your religion may 
not be certified? Let us examine the marked pecu
liarities of this gospel which Paul certified to be not 
after man, but of God. 

(1) It Is the Original Gospel. Paul marveled that 
some had so soon removed from C hrist's gospel 
"unto another gospel." So there are many gospels to
day, but they are not the original, and they cannot 
save. The certified gospel is the ancient gospel. Any
thing in religion that has had its origin this side of 
the New Testament, or outside of the New Testa
ment, is a human product and is not the certified 
gospel. Every creed written by man or any set of men 
falls under this indictment. Men are engaged in a ne
farious business w ho write a substitute creed for the 
original apostle 's creed - the New Testament. 

What do these men think they are doing? Do you 
who have subscribed to various creeds, believe in 
your hearts that these men have improved on the 
New Testament? 

But we are living in a world of changes. T he 
world demands something new. No longer do the 
masses ask, Is it true? but rather, is it new? Thus the 
church has come to be looked upon as a sort of a cult 
to keep people attracted by novelties and entertained 
with innovations. But the true gospel is of necessity 
the old gospel. It has an unmistakable trademark. 

Heed the warning and take no substitute. If al
ready you have had such imposed upon you, cast it 
away, lest it cost you your soul. 

(2) It Must Be the Pure Gospel. H e who certified 
it said: "But there be some who trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ." A perverted 
gospel is an adulterated gospel. It cannot save. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Leaning Left 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

J
oel Belz, columnist for World magazine, ob
serves that the drift is nearly always to the 
left- to liberalism. This is true whether we 
are talking about education, religion, busi

ness, or government. 
We are thankful that this is not invariably so 

... think of Thomas Oden, a respected theolo
gian, who started out as a wild-eyed, banner
waving, full-throated liberal - marching in ev
ery available liberal parade, and having a promi
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nent seat on every liberal bandwagon - who in his maturity made 
a sharp right turn and now believes in the inerrancy of the original 
manuscripts of the Bible. 

Others who have moved from left to right include C.K. 
Chesterson, Marvin Olinsky, and C.S. Lewis. So, it does happen, 
but it is also true that the prevailing winds blow rudderless ships 
to the left. When people stop having the strong conviction of obe
dient faith, the probability is that they will soon be sailing the wide 
and trackless ocean of liberalism. 

Anyway, it is generally true that the trend is away from funda
mentals and toward the slippery-slope of "modernism." We see it 
in churches and in universities. 

In his piece in World magazine, Belz requested his readers to 
make comment on why the trend is to the left. Here were some of 
the specific observations: 

•!• Liberalism offers quick fixes. The rewards of conservatism 
tend to be slower in coming. 

•!• Institutions become the very thing they were founded to op
pose. 

•!• In our family, each of us has gotten more and more conser
vative as we have pursued the disciplines of the faith - Bible 
study, prayer, fasting. 

•!• The movement is often the result of technological advance
ment and scientific discovery. Christians have a hard time connect
ing creed and empirical reali ty. 

•!• We long to be comfortable, to have the fight over, to "be
long." A good dose of hardship is a great remedy. 

•!• We should not dwell on this. It is like dwelling on death. Let 
the dead bury their dead. The clear mandate to all believers is to 
recreate, to initiate, to innovate. We must have new wineskins in 
which to put new wine. 

•!• The only habit to arrest such a drift is to submit ourselves to 
the preaching of the Word. 



•!• Institutions liberalize because people forget the struggle. 
They take their heritage for granted, thinking it is their due rather 
than the product of a deadly struggle. 

•!• We lose the joy of our salvation, and then those who follow 
do not see examples of Christ, but of mere men trying to save 
themselves. 

•:• We become insensitive to the full extent of the Fall, so we 
accept guidance from the world and end up inviting aspects of the 
Fall into our institutions. 

•!• Our surroundings become commonplace. We become numb 
to sin We get overwhelmed and hopeless about changing or fixing 
those problems. The drift is an accommodation to the surrounding 
culture. But the drift is often exacerbated by a legalistic church. 

•:• We get comfortable with the routine of life, with our 
churches, and with our Bible studies. The definition of finishing 
well becomes less stringent, and it is easier not to get dirty fighting 
the sin issues of the day. 

•!• If the younger generation is instilled with the mindset that 
conservative ideals are simply true, and not hackneyed conven
tions, the movement will pass on to a new generation 

•:• A seminary professor always talked about the people of God 
in cycles: Repentance, obedience, blessing, growth (including 
some who are not truly God's people), warning, pruning ... repen
tance, etc. 

•!• Our problems start with a combination of the sins of covet
ousness, pride, lust, and sloth. 

There's a little food for thought! (Keep in mind that the re
sponses came from denominational people and will therefore in
clude some sectarian language.) 

It is not easy to stay on the narrow line of truth, and people do 
vary to the left and to the right. Those on the right seek to bind 
where God has loosed, and those on the left do just the opposite 
-loosing where God has bound. 

The wellspring of liberalism is to discount the sanctity and ab
soluteness of revelation. 

We tend to forget that sacredness, according to the dictionary, 
is "the condition of being considered sacred or holy; and therefore 
entitled to respect and reverence." 

If the scriptures are sacred, then they are not to be modified, 
but are to be obeyed in detail. 

It is true, as one of Belz's responders noted, that when we be
come rule-makers instead of rule-obeyers then reactionaries will 
flop over to liberalism. We must be careful to neither add to nor 
take from what God has said in his word. Extremes do beget ex
tremes - legalists 1 make liberals. 

We should know that it is better to obey than it is to sacrifice 
(1 Sam. 15 :22), which means that strict keeping of the word of 

'We use the word legalist in its correct sense of being one who attempts to enforce 
manmade laws, as opposed to one who seeks to consciously keep the law of the new cov
enant, which is written on the heart and mind of the believer (Heb. 8:8-12). 
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God is superior to disregarding his law even if the 
motive is sacrifice. We must not do evil that good 
may come. "Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as idolatry." 

The headstrong insist on doing what appeals to 
them even if it means disobeying the Lord and brings 
the judgment of God's condemnation. 

If you reject "the word of Jehovah," he also will 
reject you. According to Paul, God gives up those 
who give God up (Rom. 1:20-24). 

John Ayto's Dictionary of Word Origins says on 
the word obey, "To hear is to obey ... For obey 
comes via Old French ober from Latin obedire, which 
meant literally 'listen to.' It was a compound verb 
formed from the prefix ob 'to' and audire 'hear."' 

Is that not exactly what Samuel told Saul? (See 1 
Sam. 15) 

The simple unadorned gospel of Christ, and the 
pristine worship the law of Christ produces (de
mands), is too tame and unexciting for the taste of 
some, and, like Jews of a former day, they long for 
the leeks and onions of Egypt - and disdain manna. 

If your taste runs to spiritual garlic, you are not 
apt to be satisfied with imbibing the living waters. 
You will be hankering for something with more of a 
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Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
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kick to it. We have not gotten over the temptation of 
bringing Agag back in chains as our souvenir. The 
bleating of the sheep is the proof of disobedience. 

This brings us full circle and back to the place of 
beginning. Hankering for an emotional upheaval in 
serving God inevitably pulls to the left and the broad 
country of disobedience, which is unbelief. 

And to whom sware he that they should not en
ter into his rest, but to them that were disobedi
ent? And we see that they were not able to enter 
in because of unbelief. Let us fear therefore, lest 
haply, a promise being left of entering into his 
rest, any one of you should seem to have come 
short of it. For indeed we have had good tidings 
preached unto us, even as also they: but the 
word of hearing did not profit them, because it 
was not united by faith with them that heard 
(Heb. 3 :18 to 4:2). 

The constant threat of departure from God
breathed scripture calls for vigilant scrutiny. Watch ye! 

Further, there is also the unrelieved need for res
toration. Where there is departure - either to the 
right or to the left - we have a solemn obligation 
before God to point out the change and call for are
turn to the Bible pattern. 

Those who choke on the word pattern and can
not abide law and obedience will eventually go into 
that far country where they waste their inheritance 
in riotous living, seeing they are more interested in a 
thrill than in obeying the voice of Jehovah. 

Some, oddly, prefer the amusement park to the 
solemn assembly of serious believers who faithfully 
"praise him from whom all blessing flow. 
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The Certified Gospel 
(continued from page 1) 

Did you ever hear a preacher pray for God to 
send down Holy Ghost saving power upon sinners? 
It would be just as sensible to pray for God to send 
down power to quell the hunger or quench the 
thirst. If one so ignorant, should so pray, a child 
could show him a loaf of bread or a glass of water. 
And why preachers who pray for direct saving power 
do not have the plain intelligence to tell men terms 
of the gospel which Paul declares to be "the power of 
God unto salvation" is mighty strange to me. 
Therein, my friends, you may all at once be in
structed in what to do to be saved. 

But we were speaking of perversion. Power can 
be perverted. Bread is God's power to satisfy hunger, 
but a measure of poison intermixed will destroy its 
power. Water is God's power to quench thirst, but a 
portion of salt will destroy that agency. The gospel is 
God's power to save the soul but when men's doc
trines and human opinions are mixed up with it, the 
adulteration destroys its agency. It takes the truth 
preached, the truth heard, the truth believed, the 
truth obeyed, to make a Christian. Error preached, 
error heard, error believed, error obeyed, cannot 
make a Christian. No man can accidentally obey 
God. And the man who adulterates the gospel is a far 
greater enemy to your soul than the man who would 
pollute a drinking fountain or poison the source of 
food to society. Paul said, "Let him be accursed." 

(3) It Is the Adequate Gospel. It is adequate for 
all time, every tongue and clime. The inspired man 
who certified it continues to say: "If any man 
(though we, or an angel from heaven) preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed." What a 
curse! This gospel was delivered for all time to come. 
It was not made subject to alterations and changes. 
The pattern was perfect. The cloth out of which it 
was made was divine and Divinity cut it. Human 
hands dare not change it. The man who does per
ishes under the curse. 

(4) This Certified Gospel Is the Glorious Gospel. 
With all his human learning and attainments, Paul 
was not ashamed to preach it. "I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ," he said. He had preached it in 
Athens; he was ready to bear its glad news to Rome. 
He would pit it against the consolidated power and 

pomp' of Rome and Athens. He was unashamed of 
the message and its Author, and never afraid to 
preach its rigid but righteous demands. It is sad that 
such cannot be said of all preachers today - even 
some who profess to be gospel preachers but who 
halt and hesitate, falter and fail, in preaching all that 
the gospel demands in the charge "reprove, rebuke 
and exhort." To preach truth (part of it) but not the 
whole truth (all of it) is a poor alibi for men who call 
themselves preachers. 

When Paul declared in 1 Corinthians 2:1 that "I 
came unto you not with excellency of speech," he 
had no reference to oratory and rhetoric, but to the 
Grecian philosophy, and the literature of their phi
losophers, which the Greeks regarded as the paragon 
of all excellence. "Not with excellency of speech" 
but "Christ crucified" was a contrast between human 
philosophy and divine revelation - between Athe
nian literature and the glorious gospel. The first 
chapter of Corinthians is an inspired apostolic esti
mate of the human value of the one and the divine 
importance of the other. The second chapter refers 
to their human philosophy as "the wisdom of men" 
and to revelation as "the power of God" upon which 
faith stands. 

In the third chapter the apostle exhorted any 
man in the Corinthian church, who had come out of 
the Grecian world of paganism into the church, but 
who yet "thinketh himself to be wise" in heathen 
philosophy, to "become a fool that he may be wise" 
- that is, to lay aside his human philosophy and ac
cept divine revelation which is the wisdom of God 
and not of man. Thus the apostle of Jesus Christ pit
ted the simplicity of the gospel of a crucified Christ, 
as a glorious gospel and the divine plan for the salva
tion of man, against the mysteries of heathenism and 
the systems of pagan philosophy. The sum total of 
the gospel is Christianity in its pure New Testament 
form, and it towers above all the philosophies of 
men ancient or modern. 

(5) The Certified Gospel Is the Saving Gospel. 
The apostolic declaration of Romans 1: 16 that the 
gospel is "the power of God unto salvation" differ
entiates saving power from all other manifestations 
of power. All the laws of nature are the powers of 
God for various physical purposes in the natural 
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world, none of which is "the power of God unto sal
vation"- the gospel only is God's power to save. 

First of all, there was creative power, for the cre
ation of man and the world in which he lives, as de
scribed by the apostle in Colossians 1: 16-17: "For by 
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow
ers: all things were created by him, and for him: and 
he is before all things, and by him all things consist." 

Second, there is physical power, motion, gravita
tion, cohesion, adhesion, magnetism, electronics, 
and the whole realm of physics - all these laws of 
nature are the powers of God. The inspired Psalmist 
referred to "the firmament of his power"; and the 
inspired apostle of Romans 1:20 affirmed that "the 
invisible things of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead"; 
and with the same inspiration he declares in He
brews 1:3 that the God of all creation is even now 
"upholding all things by the word of his power." All 
the laws of the universe are the powers of God, but 
not for salvation. Each of these physical powers op
erates within its own sphere. Not one of them is the 
power of God to save the soul of man. 

Third, there is saving power, the power of God 
to save sinners, the souls of men. The apostle of this 
gospel in Ephesians 1:19 declares it to be "the great
ness of his power" and that the salvation of the be
liever of it is "according to the working of his mighty 
power." Therefore, the preaching of the gospel is the 
means of connection. There must be a distinction 
made between the thing to be moved and the power 
to move it. In the locomotive there is steam, or in the 
automobile and the diesel engine and the airplane 
and other forms of power, to move the respective 
objects - but there must be connection between the 
power that moves with the thing to be moved. The 
gospel of Christ is the power of God to move men 
out of sin into the blessings of salvation. The connec
tion must be made in bearing, believing and obeying. 
He who will not let God save him by the gospel is 
doomed. 

The apostle Paul pictures a class of persons in 2 
Timothy 3 :5 as "having a form of godliness, but de
nying the power thereof." This is a fitting description 
of religionists who lay claim to direct converting 
power and call the gospel a dead letter. If the gospel 
has no power, it would be worse than worthless to 
preach it - it would be ridiculous. One would not 
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put gas in an automobile if it had no power. 
Others who hold a form of godliness but deny 

the power, are preachers who insist that there is no 
efficacy in baptism, yet they will not receive people 
into their churches without it. They deny the power 
of what they practice by asserting that it has nothing 
to do with salvation. With them baptism becomes a 
form only, a mere rite, a means of entrance into a 
church, neither of which, according to their own 
claims, is necessary. This is holding a form but deny
ing the power. 

Again, there are those who claim that salvation is 
not of works, but who work hard to keep everyone 
from doing what they call works. With this class 
works means baptism. But Paul said to Titus, in 3:6, 
"not by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the wash
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit." The "washing of regeneration" is baptism ac
cording to the admission of all the scholars - the 
washing that accomplishes regeneration, that be
longs to the dispensation of regeneration. So it 
reads: not by works, but by baptism, he saved us ac
cording to his mercy! He saved us- not by, but by 
- not by works, but by baptism. Therefore, baptism 
is not classified as works - it is a condition of par
don, an act of God which takes place in the sinner's 
obedience to the gospel. Claiming that baptism has 
no efficacy is "having a form of godliness, but deny
ing the power thereof." 

We may close this point with two statements 
which epitomize the relationship between God and 
man in both the natural and the spiritual worlds. 

First, God has never punished man either in na-
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ture or in grace except in man's non-submission and 
disobedience to his will. 

Second, God has never blessed man either in na
ture or in grace except in man's submission and obe
dience to his will. These principles are set forth in 
both the Old and the New Testament passages, such 
as Deuteronomy 11:26-28 and Hebrews 2:1-3, and 
examples of their application are abundant. In the 
natural world the laws of nature are inviolate and in
exorable, and it is no less true of the spiritual realm. 

The gospel of Christ is the power of God to save 
sinners. 

The certified gospel is the saving gospel, friend, 
and your only hope of salvation lies in obedience to 
its commands. 

The Essential Elements of a Certified Gospel 

Having discussed the outward characteristics of the 
gospel Paul certified, let us now take a look inside its 
principles. What are its elements? 

·:·The primal prophecy concerning Christ. The 
Genesis record introduces "the seed of woman"
one who was not to be the offspring of man. Here is 
the germ of all prophecy. As the oak is in the acorn 
and the eagle in the egg, all Messianic prophecies are 
here in germ. It is the divine anticipation that the 
birth of Jesus Christ would be a biological miracle, as 
foretold by Isaac in chapter 7 :14, the fulfillment of 
which is recorded by Matthew in chapter 1:22-23. It 
was prophesied that the place of his birth would be 
Bethlehem of Judea. The virgin mother lived in 
Nazareth. Near the time of the primal sorrow and 
suffering to which woman is heir in the incidence of 
childbirth, a mother would not ordinarily attempt 
the journey from Nazareth of Galilee to Bethlehem 
of Judea. But the Roman decree for world tax regis
tration required this journey, and thus created the 
circumstance necessary to the fulfillment of this 
prophecy. The events brought the mother of Jesus to 
Bethlehem at the precise time for the fulfillment of 
Micah's prophecy. The magi from the east, in the 
land of Daniel, knew these prophecies of the coming 
Messiah and Ruler in their relation to both time and 
place, and in expectance they were ready for the 
guiding star. "For thus it is written by the prophet, 
And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Judah: for out of 
thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my 
people Israel." 

•!• The regal prophecy concerning the Christ. The 
record of the first regal prophecy of the Ruler who 
should come is also in Genesis, chapter 49:10: "The 

scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto 
him shall the gathering of the people be." 

When Jesus was born Judah was there, and 
though subject to the Caesars, Judah had her kings, 
the Herods, and the scepter had therefore not passed 
from Judah until the Ruler of Jacob's prophecy ap
peared. It was then that the scepter passed to Judah's 
Shiloh, and it is recorded in Hebrews 1:5-8 that 
when Jesus Christ ascended to heaven God the Fa
ther handed to Christ the Son the scepter of his king
dom. "But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 0 
God, is forever and ever: a scepter of righteousness 
is the scepter of thy kingdom." 

·:·The doctrinal prophecy concerning the Christ. 
This is the prophecy of Isaiah 53 and reaches the 
sublime heights of all prophetic utterance. In its 12 
verses there are as many doctrinal declarations. The 
chapter overflows with the scheme of redemption 
completed in Jesus Christ, its object and subject. 
There can be no question regarding whom the 
prophecy forecasts as it is fully delineated in Philip's 
sermon to the eunuch of Ethiopia according to 
Luke's narration in the eighth chapter of Acts. 

From Moses to Malachi the Old Testament fore
tells the deity of the Son of God, and from the man
ger of Bethlehem to the cross of Calvary these 
prophecies find their fulfillment. The evidence is 
preponderant. Of the old scriptures, Jesus said: 
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"These are they which testify of me," and "beginning 
at Moses and all the prophets" he "expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning him
self." 

The list of Old Testament references to Christ 
cited in the New Testament by various quotations 
and allusions number more than 300. The prophetic 
preview of him set forth that he would be of the He
brew race, of the Jewish nation, of the Davidic fam
ily; he would be the seed of woman, of virgin birth, 
in a Bethlehem manger, a child of peasantry; he 
would initiate a Galilean ministry which would cul
minate in an ignominious death, climaxed by a glori
ous resurrection and triumphant ascension to an ex
alted throne not on the earth, to reign in a spiritual 
kingdom not of the world. 

Such prophetic delineation is impossible on any 
other explanation than divine origination in the 
minds of the messianic seers "who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you," when by "the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them" they "testified 
beforehand of the sufferings of Christ and the glory 
that should follow," and "unto whom it was revealed 
that not unto themselves but unto us they did minis
ter these things." 

Beginning from Moses it was foretold, as in 
Deutronomy 28:15-19, that the One to come would 
be vested with unique authority as a mouthpiece for 
God, with a certain likeness to Moses who was typi
cal of him, and the rejection of his utterances would 
bring judgment upon his hearers. This one prophecy 
sums up the messianic mission of Jesus the Christ 
1,500 years ahead. 

Centuries ahead it was foretold that a Judean vil
lage would be the place of the Ruler's birth, yet his 
goings forth were not from antiquity alone but from 
eternity to eternity. There can be no question con
cerning the One whom the prophecy forecasts. 
These Old Testament passages are among the proph
ecies to which Jesus referred when he said, "these ~re 
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they which testify of me" and when he "expounded 
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
himself." 

The Lord not only had knowledge of these scrip
tures, but he also knew in himself his relation to God 
his Father. The references which he made to himself 
in his teaching during his earthly life reveal clearly 
that Jesus knew his origin. An example is in the state
ment recorded by John, chapter 8:23: "I am from 
above: ye are of this world." He had come from an
other world, and he knew it. 

The whole structure of the scheme of redemp
tion rests upon the deity of Jesus Christ. It is defined 
by Paul to Timothy in a set of principles, three cou
plets of truth which form "the pillar and ground of 
the truth" - the base upon which the whole system 
of redemption stands and the principles that support 
it and the pillar that upholds it. 

1 Timothy 3: 14-16 reads: "These things write I 
unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: but if I 
tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou 
oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth. And without controversy great 
is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received 
up into glory." 

The mystery of godliness is the whole gospel 
plan, and it is connected with "the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus" in verse 13: The pillar is the central 
support, as the pillars of a building, and when taken 
away the structure falls. The ground is the base, the 
foundation upon which the pillars rest. 

The statement is doctrinal - the pillar and 
ground of the truth are the central, basic principles of 
the mystery of godliness, or the redemption scheme, 
which are recapitulated in the three dual declarations 
of the text: God was manifest in the flesh and justi
fied in the Spirit; He was seen of angels and 
preached to all nations; He was believed on in the 
world and was received up into glory. These state
ments are the codicils of the gospel and embody the 
whole gospel plan. 

What, then, are these, stated principles and their 
significance? They affirm the incarnation, resurrec
tion, and ascension of Christ, and the promulgation 
of his gospel. It is a creedal statement and begins 
with his incarnation. First: "God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit." This affirms his virgin 
birth, and the entire testimony of the Holy Spirit in 



the prophets and the apostles which vindicate it. 
He was "justified in the Spirit" by his resurrec

tion from the dead, thus vindicating the prophecies 
spoken long in advance of his advent into the world. 
The entire canon of the Old Testament scriptures 
closed 400 years before Jesus appeared on the earth. 
This collected body of scripture was in the hands of 
the Jews 200 years before Christ was born. He came 
in fulfillment of it all, lived and died, arose and as
cended, to accomplish "all the things ... which were 
written in the law of Moses, in the prophets, and in 
the psalms," concerning him. This is the mighty pro
phetic argument from Moses to Malachi for the de
ity of Jesus Christ. 

•!• "Seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles." 
The word Gentiles here means the nations, and the 
word angels means messengers. The incarnation, 
death, and resurrection of Christ were all essential to 
the salvation of mankind, and messengers were nec
essary to preach. These angels, or messengers, were 
men who had seen him. "Seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles (nations)" only means that he was 
seen of the emissaries who preached him among the 
nations - they gave first-hand testimony; they were 
witnesses to what they preached. 

The words "preached unto the Gentiles," or na
tions, are in reference to the commission to the 12 in 
Galilee after his resurrection, to preach the gospel to 
all nations, and this is the record of its execution. 
The word angels in the prediction of Matthew 
24:31, that after the destruction of Jerusalem God 
would "send his angels to gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other," 
was a reference to the emissaries of the gospel and 
the expansion of the gospel message throughout the 
known world. The use of the word angels in 1 Timo
thy 8: 16 has the same connotation - those who 
preached him, were the ones who had seen him, and 
they professed the proclamation of a firsthand infor
mation in the category of facts concerning the life 
and death, resurrection and ascension, and all the 
facts surrounding the deity of their Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. No event in all the history of the world 
has ever been more abundantly established than 
those facts that compose "the pillar and ground of 
the truth." 

•!• "Believed on in the world, received up into 
glory." Here is the climax of this doctrinal declara
tion and the culmination of the redemption plan. 
The expression "believed on in the world" has a 
present significance as well as a past application. 

Those who had seen, heard and believed while he 
was in the world were themselves yet in the world, 
and he was therefore yet in the world in his believ
ers. He is here as well as there in the hearts of all be
lievers. Reference to numerous passages on this 
point could be made, showing how Christ dwells in 
the heart by faith and is in every true believer on 
him. 

The climactic statement of "the mystery of godli
ness" is in the words "received up into glory." This is 
the crowning declaration of his coronation. It is the 
grandest event from his incarnation to his ascension. 
It is the consummation of all the work of redemp
tion. If there were ever a thing that Satan would have 
prevented, it is this. This is the victory which the 
Lord had contemplated since the first engagement 
with his adversary, the devil, on the mount of the 
Temptation. He had conquered the foe; the victory 
was complete. 

The triumphal procession is described by Paul: 
"Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also de
scended first into the lower parts of the earth? He 
that descended is the same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all things" (Eph
esians 4:8-10). 

The quotation from Psalms 58 refers to the tri
umphal procession of a conquering king, elevated at 
the head of the procession and leading the captives 
behind him in military parade. 

By his descent to earth, the regions lower than 
the highest heaven from which he had descended, 
even into the bowels of the earth in the death cham
ber; by his resurrection from the grave he conquered 
death and destroyed the diabolical power of its head. 

A further statement of this victory over the devil 
is made in the epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 2:14-
15: "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage." 

But Jesus Christ not only died and arose from the 
dead - he ascended. The same witnesses saw him 
ascend as recorded at the end of Luke's gospel narra
tive. The two heavenly messengers saw him ascend, 
and they were not strangers, for they had stood be
side the tomb at the time of his resurrection, as men
tioned in Luke 24: 1-7, and they testified to the facts 
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of his resurrection, ascension and future return "in 
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven," ac
cording to the record of Acts 1:9-11. 

The redeeming element in all of the gospel facts 
is that in Jesus Christ we have a representative. First, 
he is our representative in death - he died for all. 
He is also our representative in resurrection, as he as
sured Mary and Martha beside the grave of their 
brother Lazarus, in John 11:25, saying to them: "I 
am the resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and who
soever liveth and believeth in me shall never die." 

He is our representative in ascension -he is our 
forerunner to heaven. This truth so full of hope is 
bear expressed in the assuring words of Hebrews 
6:17-20, closing with the language of verses 19 and 
20: "Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and sredfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us en
tered, even Jesus." As a forerunner, he announces 
our future arrival there, possesses the glories of 
heaven in trust in our behalf, invites us to come 
where he is, and bids us welcome. 
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The majesty of these truths is far beyond finite 
contemplation, and their range exceed the limita
tions of time and space for their further discussion 
now, so we shall proceed to the next element of the 
certified gospel. 

The Church of Christ 

The certified gospel is the gospel of Christ and the 
church versus men and their movement. Christ can
not be separated from the institution purchased with 
his blood - so the certified gospel is that of Christ 
and the church. It is God versus evolution; Christ 
versus modernism; the church versus denomination
alism. 

If we have traveled together this far, friends, let 
us nor separate now - the church is one church. 
With me it is the church, or no church. Remember, 
the one who certified the gospel - Paul, the apostle 
-said that "there is one body" (Ephesians 4:4), and 
that the body is "the church" (Ephesians 1 :22), and 
that there is "but (only) one body." 

That is putting it plainly enough -one body, but 
one body; one church, only one church. Scripturally 
considering the matter, I would as soon have one ask 
me what God I worship, or what Christ I believe in, 
as to ask me what church I belong ro. Considering 
the fact that Christ built one, died for one, purchased 
one, and is the head of but one - deep down in your 
heart, what church do you, yourself, think one 
should belong to, friend? Leaving out everything bur 
this inside honest question - what is your answer? 

There are several hundred religious organiza
tions in the world now which are called churches. A 
better designation for them would be fraternities for 
they bear little resemblance to the church revealed 
and described in the New Testament. The church as 
defined in the New Testament is the spiritual body of 
Christ, of which he is head and over which he exer
cises all authority. "Which he wrought in Christ, 
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places ... and gave 
him to be the head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that fillerh all in 
all"- Ephesians 1:20-23. 

The church is here declared to be the "fulness of 
Him" the fulness of Christ. That being true one can
not be in Christ and out of the church. The whole 
church is composed of all the saved in the aggregate. 
"And the Lord added to the church daily such as 
should be saved" (Acts 2:4 7). In the local meaning 
the church is composed of all the saved within the 



geographical term of limitation. "Unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth" (1 Cor. 1 :2). "Unto the 
church of the Thessalonians which is in God" (1 
Thess. 1: 1). "The churches of God which in Judea 
are in Christ Jesus" (1 Thess. 2:14 ). 

It is evident that a denomination does not fit this 
definition of the church either in the whole sense or 
the limited sense. N o denomination makes the claim 
of having all the saved within it, for they teach that 
one may be saved out of the church as well as in it. A 
denomination therefore is a religious organization 
smaller than the whole church, but larger than the 
local church, and for that reason alone, if for no 
other, a denomination canno t be the church in any 
sense at all. 

The spiritual and organic unity of the church is 
set forth in the New Testament under the metaphor 
of oneness. It is called the body of Christ, and the 
apostle Paul declares " there is one body" - Eph
esians 4:4. No explanation can change the meaning 
of this statement. To claim that all Christendom is 
one church organized under different heads, presents 
a picture of a body with hundreds of heads. But to 
make the claim that many bodies are under the one 
head, Jesus Christ, does not improve the picture, for, 
that would be hundreds of bodies dangling from one 
head - thus making the church a monstrosity. 

In another metaphor relationship with Christ is 
set forth in John 15 :1-6 under the parallelism of the 
vine and the branches - the same in origin, in kind 
and in fruit. Denominations differ in origin, in kind, 
in doctrine and in practices, and denominationalism 
destroys the Lord's illustration. Jesus exhorted his 
disciples to abide in him, as a branch, not in a de
nomination, and he said "if a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch" - showing clearly that it 
is the person, not the denomination, which is in 
Christ. 

The third figure of spiritual relationship is in the 
illustration of the fold and the shepherd. Referring 
to the church which he had declared he would build, 
the Lord said, "There shall be one fold and one shep
herd"-John 10:16. This was fulfilled in uniting the 
Jews and the Gentiles in one body, the church. "That 
the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same 
body" - Ephesians 3 :6. 

A fourth representation of the oneness and 
sameness of the church is found in Paul 's reference 
to "the whole family in heaven and earth" in Eph
esians 8: 16 - one Father and one family. Some have 
preceded others to the eternal state, but whether 

here or there as stated in Hebrews 12:23 we belong 
"to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, 
which are written in heaven." 

On the same principle that God has located all 
forma of physical life in certain spheres, of fishes, 
fowls, and animals - in the water, the air, and the 
land - God has placed spiritual life within the 
sphere of the church. In whatever realm life exists, it 
cannot be enjoyed outside its sphere. Salvation is 
therefore in the church "which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all" and "he is the 
Saviour of the body." 

The Gospel Plan of Salvation 
The certified gospel is "the gospel of our salvation" 
- the gospel plan of salvation versus the sensation
alism of modern "revivals." 

For years every union evangelist has had his 
patent method of conversion. Billy Sunday shouted 
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"hit the sawdust trail." Gipsy Smith pleaded, "Sign a 
decision card." But Jesus said, "He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved," and his keynote speaker 
of Pentecost, who had the keys of the kingdom, im
bued with the Spirit, infallible in all his utterances, 
declared to several thousand inquirers, "Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of your sins and ye shall re
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 

What preacher today can do better than tell un
saved people to do these things? The divine plan is 
the same - faith to change the heart, destroying the 
love of sin; repentance to change the will, destroying 
the habits of sin; and baptism to change the state (or 
location), seeing that such a one is baptized into 
Christ; by baptism translated from without to 
within, and thus destroying the guilt of sin . 

It is not uncommon to hear preachers declaim 
against salvation by a plan, declaring that we are 
saved by a Person, not a plan. But it is impossible to 
separate the divine Person from the divine plan. The 
revelation of the saving plan is the subject of verses 

25 and 26 of the 16th chapter of Romans: "Now to 
him that is of power to establish you according to 
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, ac
cording to the revelation of the mystery, which was 
kept secret since the world began, but now is made 
manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, ac
cording to the commandment of the everlasting 
God, made known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith." 

The word mystery simply means a divine 
scheme, the gospel plan of salvation which was 
unrevealed in the Old Testament but " made mani
fest" in the New Testament and made known by the 
preaching of the gospel for obedience to it. 

In reference to this great scheme, the divine plan, 
Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:7, "We speak the wis
dom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our 
glory." And in Ephesians 5:32, as a climax of his ar
gument on the importance and preeminence of the 
church, the apostle said, "This is a great mystery: but 
I speak concerning Christ and the church." The 
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singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as a Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congrega- B.S. Music Education 
tion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at your Gospel Preacher 
earliest convenience."- Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West VIrginia School of Preaching 

)I "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!"- Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. 1 recom
mend this singing school very highly!"- Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West Virginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, WV 
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church is the divine mystery or plan and cannot be 
separated from Christ in salvation. The saying that 
we are saved by a Person and not by a plan is mean
ingless and is an effort to make a distinction without 
a difference. 

Conclusion 

It is axiomatic that every effect must have an ad
equate cause. In Hebrews 3 :4 the apostle declared 
that "every house is builded by someone but he that 
built all things is God." This is the spiritual premise 
and conclusion based on natural law and is applied 
to salvation. 

In this divine plan of salvation there are the re
lated causes. 

First, God is the primitive, original cause of 
salvation; he willed it, purposed it, and decreed it. 
"All things are of God who hath reconciled us unto 
himself by Jesus Christ"- 2 Corinthians 5:18. 

Second, Christ is the sacrificial, vicarious cause 
of salvation. "Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity"- Titus 2:14. 

Third, the blood of Christ is the procuring cause, 
the purchasing element of salvation. "Forasmuch a:s 
ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptibte 
things, as silver and gold ... but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot'1 

- 1 Peter 1 : 18-19. 
Fourth, the Holy Spirit is the revealing cause of 

salvation, for having been both purposed and pur
t:hased it must of necessity be revealed to man. 
"Unto whom it was revealed that not unto them
selves,. but unto ns they did minister these· things,. 
which are now reponed unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Spirit 
sent down from heaven.,,.- 1 Peter 1: 12. 

Fifth, the gospel is the instrumental cause of sal
vation, for after the revelation to the apostles it still 
must be instrumented or conveyed to man, and the 
gospel is the vehicle of conveyance. "I declare unto 
you the gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, wherein ye stand; by which 
also ye are saved" -1 Corinthians 15:1-2. 

Sixth, faith is the appropriating cause of salva
tion. "Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand"- Romans 6:1-2. 

Seventh, baptism is the consummating cause of 
_ salvation, the act in which faith obeys and primary 

obedience is completed. "Know ye not that so many 

of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were bap
tized into his death.? Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father; 
even so we also should walk in newness of life." -
Romans 6:3-6. 

Eighth, hope is the sustaining cause of salvation, 
for salvation is a continuing state for the saved, the 
final attainment of which depends upon continuing 
faith and obedience. "Wherefore gird up the loins of 
your minds, be sober and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ"- 1 Peter 1:13. This "grace" which 
shall be brought to us at the "revelation"- or com
ing - of Christ is salvation in heaven, the ultimate 
goal of life, which if we should miss it would have 
been better if we had never lived. 

The law of causation decrees that every effect 
must have an adequate cause. Salvation is an effect in 
the soul and the divine law of causation operates in 
the plan which the grace of God has designed to save 
sinners. Men cannot reject it and be saved. The dis
obedient will be damned. "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned." This gospel declaration plainly 
points out who shall be saved and who shall be 
damned. It may be disbelieved but it cannot be 
misunderstood. 

This is the certified gospel. We ask you to receive 
it, obey it,. and stand upon its promises. 

OdiBO 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

(Foy E. Wallace Jr., was a man of extensive educa
tion and keen insight. He was a powerful preacher 
and a ccsoldier of the cross." His influence continues 
to be great, and is well deserved. He· was, of course, 
not perfect and was quick to admit his foibles -none 
of us is flawless. To hear brother Wallace was a privi
lege, and it thrilled the souls of young preachers to lis
ten to this talented man proclaim the enduring gos
pel. Few did it so well. The present generation needs 
to be acquainted with this spiritual giant and be en
couraged by his example and his teaching. For this 
reason, though it is long, we are reprinting a written 
sermon from brother Wallace in the expectation it 
will be of immense benefit to the brotherhood ... and 
help us to understand the kind of preaching that made 
the church the fastest growing religious institution in 
the world. Our young people would do well to take 
heed.) FF 

November 2003 13 
Firm Foundation 



(Perry B. Cotham is an amazing nonagenarian. He has been preaching the gospel for more ::years than any 
other man in the brotherhood. He is alert, witty, articulate and interesting. We thought our readers would espe
cially enjoy reading a report about this durable brother's recent trip to the Commonwealth of Australia.) 

Cotham to Australia .. · .. 

By Brett Rutherford (Devonport, Australia) 

From April18 through May 11 Perry B. Cotham 
was in the Land Down Under for the third time 
in his long preaching career. All of the breth

ren of the congregations who invited Perry to speak 
were thrilled with the response to these meetings. We 
were all impressed that Perry's ability to present the 
gospel in a simple and effective manner has not dimin
ished after 7 4 years of preaching. We were all gready 
encouraged by his visit. 

Perry's first speaking appointment was in 
Melbourne. Melbourne has a population of approxi
mately three million. Unfortunately, there are not 
enough sound congregations in this city to properly 
service the entire population. The congregation 
where Perry spoke is one of the few churches in this 
part of the country that still respects the New Testa
ment pattern for the church. The Eastside Church of 
Christ in Melbourne only had Perry for a weekend, 
but the impact he had on the members of that congre
gation will be long lasting. Gary Young, who works 
with the Eastside Church of Christ remarked on the 
pleasure of having Perry come and speak to them. 

Following his brief stopover in Melbourne, Perry 
flew down to Australia's island state of Tasmania. 
Tasmania is about the size of the country of Ireland. 
Perry's first speaking appointment in Tasmania was 
in the state's second largest city, Launceston. This 
community has a population of about 70,000. Sadly, 
the church in Launceston has been attacked and di
vided by liberals. Perry held a six-day gospel meeting 
at the Balfour Street Church of Christ in this city. 
The local preacher at the Balfour Street congregation 
is Glen Tattersall. Preparation for this meeting was 
accomplished by advertising on television, radio, and 
by many personal visits. Additionally, hundreds of 
flyers promoting the meeting were placed into the 
mailboxes of homes in the area of the church build
ing. These meetings were well attended by the mem
bership of the congregation, and a number of non
Christian visitors, including first-time visitors. 
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Perry's visit and lessons were well received and very 
encouraging. 

From Launceston, Perry travelled by car to the 
capital city of Hobart. Hobart is home to about 
150,000 people. In Hobart, Perry spoke twice at the 
Ninth Annual Eastern Shore Lectureship. The theme 
for this series of lectures was "Lessons from the Book 
of James." His presence at this lectureship helped to 
make this annual event a great success. The local 
preacher at the Eastern Shore Church of Christ is 
Chris Herd. 

From Hobart, Perry travelled up-to the northwest 
coast of Tasmania to the state's third largest city
Devonport. There are approximately fifty thousand 
people living in the greater Devonport area. The 
church in this city was established three years ago by 
Ian McPherson and Brett Rutherford. Devonport is 
the home of the Tasmania School of Preaching. This is 
the only sound school in the entire ·nation. At 
Devonport Perry B. Cotham presented lessons in a 
Sunday-to-Sunday meeting. Advertisement for this 
meeting was done by radio, newspaper, and dropping 
nearly 3,000 flyers in the mailboxes of homes in the 
region. Nineteen non-Christian visitors attended 
these lessons. One of those visitors was baptized on 
the Thursday afternoon of the week of the meeting. 
This gospel meeting can only be described as a huge 
success. 

The church in the southeastern region of Austra
lia grew spiritually and numerically as a result of 
brother Cotham's preaching and the distribution of 
his books and tracks. We hope and pray that he may 
soon be able to return. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

A great idea! 
Give a gift subscription 
to the Firm Foundation. 
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(This is the .tenth lesson in a series of 13 lessons on the book of Revelation. Brother McCord,s studies in Rev
elation were first printed by Twentieth Century Christian in 1976 and are being reprinted in the Firm Founda
tion at brother McCord,s suggestion.) 

'lfhe Last Seven Plagues'' - 1 0 
By Hugo McCord 

The cyclic structure of the Revelation (chap
ters 8-11, 12-14, 15-16, 17-19, 20-22) be
comes more and more emphatic as one sees 

(1) seven seals, including seven trumpets (6:1; 8:2) 
completing the·mystery of God (10:7); (2) the con
flict between the. great red dragon and the radiant 
woman (12-14), ending with the hour of reaping; (3 
the seven bowls of wrath bringing to an end the 
wrath of God.(15:1); (4) the judgment of the great 
harlot (17-19); and (5) the millennium, judgment, 
and heaven (20-22). 

Seven plagues, comprising chapters 15-16, are 
said to be the "last, for in them is finished the wrath of 
God" (15:1). However, it would appear John wanted 
us to know he was not speaking of seven literal 
plagues, for he told us what he saw was a sign or token 

. (semeion, 15:1). As a matter of fact, it appears that 
most of the book is so characterized (cf. 1:1; 12:1; 
15: 1). One learns early in the study of the Apocalypse 
that the things presented are, so to speak, under 
wraps: they are clothed in symbols. Accordingly, in 
the study of the seven bowls (15-16), one would be 
disregarding John's indication if he expected literal 
fulfillment. For example, one would surely be misled 
if he looked for a literal glassy sea mixed with fire, and 
if he looked for people in heaven holding literal harps 
and having a struggle with a literal beast. And one 
surely should not expect literal traffic-stopping smoke 
during the execution of the plagues. 

The Bowls of Wrath 

It appears that, while the seven bowls of God's anger 
are poured out upon the earth upon sinful and im
penit~nt people (16:1, 9, 11), God's saints are se
cure, and entirely removed from the misery and an
guish, standing by the sea of glass in heaven. Fright
ening pictures are painted as to the punishment emp
tied upon rebels against God. 

Bowl of wrath number one apparently is a carry
over .fro.m plague number six visited upon impeni-

tent Egyptians in the days of Moses: boils and blains, 
inflamed swellings (Exod. 9:10 f). John saw ulcers or 
boils "evil and bad" (16:2) on those who had refused 
to worship God. One could say that at some time all 
sinners will be afflicted with boils, but probably it 
would be more reasonable to say that through a vivid 
picture God wants evil men to know they are in for 
miserable punishment. 

Bowls of wrath number two and number three 
appear to reflect Moses' first plague against the 
wicked Egyptians: water turned to blood, with ma
rine life perishing, and men drinking blood (Exod. 
7: 17 f). Again, one could interpret the bowls of Rev. 
16 as literal, but certainly the greater lesson is an at
tempt to impress upon sinners God's "true and righ
teous" judgments (16:7) . 

Mter the scorching burning caused by bowl num
ber four, bowl five carries one's thoughts again back 
to Moses' plagues on Egypt. Moses was empowered 
to bring such a darkness as might be felt in plague 
number nine (Exod. 10:2), and John's fifth bowl of 
anger brought darkness upon men gnawing their 
tongues in the pain of their boils. 

Har-Magedon 

Bowl six reflects Cyrus' daring exploit in drying up 
the river Euphrates to capture Babylon (cf. Isa. 41:2, 
25; 44:27-28; 46:11). He was a mighty monarch 
"from the sunrising" (Rev. 16:12). Following this is a 
world-wide battle effected by three unclean spirits 
resembling frogs coming out of the mouths of (1) the 
dragon (the devil, 12:9); (2) the beast coming out of 
the sea (pagan Rome, 13:1); and (3) the beast com
ing out of the land (the false prophet, 13:11; 16:13; 
19:20). The place of the world-wide battle also is a 
carry-over from the Old Testament: Har-Magedon 
reflects the hill on which the ancient fortress of 
Megiddo stood (2 Kings 9:27; 23:29). 

Megiddo was at the wadi Ara, guarding Arona 
Pass, a vital connection between Mrica and Asia. 
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There many battles had been fought. In 1488 Pha
raoh Thutmose III led his men by Megiddo to fight 
the Canaanites. Joshua killed the king of Megiddo 
Uosh. 12:21). In the days of Deborah the sloshing 
"waters of Megiddo," being the flood from "that an
cient river, the river Kishon," swept away and immo
bilized 900 iron chariots under Sisera's command 
Uudges 5:19-21; 4:13). It was in the valley of Jezreel 
adjacent to Megiddo where "the sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon" routed the host of the Midianites 
Uudges 6:33; 7:20). The battle leading to Saul's 
death was in the valley beside Megiddo (1 Sam. 28 :4; 
29:1). In the valley of Megiddo the rash and eager 
young king Josiah unsuccessfully challenged Egypt's 
Pharaoh Necho (2 Chron. 35 :22; 2 Kings 23:29). In 
the 12th century A.D. the crusaders and the Moslems 
shed much blood in Megiddo's valley, with the 
Knights Templars of St. John being massacred by the 
Turkish Saladin. Then in 1799 in the same area the 
French under Napoleon fought the Turks. Finally, in 
1918 Lord Allenby led British troops through Aruna 
Pass to meet the Turks in a "place of troops" 
(Megiddo). Indeed so much death with carnage and 
agony have been experienced in this one spot it has 
been called the "battle ground of the ages." Har
Magedon (the mount of Megiddo) has thus become a 
synonym for slaughter, bloodshed, and mourning. 
Hence, bowl number six, like all the bowls, is another 
attempt to frighten sinners into common sense. As a 
mighty Cyrus was not to be stopped, and as Har
Magedon denotes sadness and wailing, so will God 
punish all evil people. 

The futility of attempting to second-guess the 
Lord, and to identify more specifically the world
wide battle of Megiddo ( 18: 16) is shown in the wide 
diversity of alleged fulfillments: (1) the persecutions 
of pagan Rome against Christians; (2) the persecu
tions of papal Rome against dissenters; (3) the battles 
of Austerlitz or of Moscow or of Leipsic or of Water
loo; (4) World War I; (5) World War II; (6) the East
West power struggle; (7) a carnal war between white 
and yellow peoples; (8) tribulation during an alleged 
"rapture"; and (9) a symbolic struggle between good 
and evil. It would appear that, with so many inter
pretations, there is not enough evidence for cer
tainty. If one sticks to the text, God's people are en
tirely exempt from the battle of Har-Magedon, and 
the description is just another instance or illustration 
of God's righteous judgment on the wicked. To be 
literal in one's interpretation of Har-Magedon is no 
more reasonable than to be literal in ones interpreta-

16 ~~~efg~~d~~~! 

tion of a bowl being poured out with such a content 
as to infect all wicked people with boils. How Har
Magedon was, is, or will be executed has not been 
revealed; uninformed humans, on their own, do not 
know whether the battle is spatial and literal or sym
bolic and logical. 

Bowl seven of God's wrath is again a carry-over 
from an Old Testament plague. Number seven of 
Moses' plagues was a hail storm (Exod. 9:21 f), and 
John used that illustration, even magnified, to de
scribe God's wrath as the completion of his anger. It is 
difficult to imagine "Babylon the great" literally 
someday as yet to be "split into three parts," receiving 
"the cup of the wine of" God's fierce wrath (16:19), 
since now for some 1900 years its site has been utter 
desolation. But if one sees that the wickedness of once 
proud Babylon caused her fall to Cyrus in 53 8 B. C., so 
the Holy Spirit is telling us that the wickedness of all 
proud men will cause their downfall. With bowl num
ber seven again one does not have to be astute to ab
sorb the lesson that God's punishment for the disobe
dient is inevitable. 

5533 E. Evergreen Blvd. #7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661-6673 

Books by Hugo McCord 

From Heaven or From Men? 
The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
and scholarly 13-chapter study of evidences, this book is 
appropriate for private or class study. Questions at the end of 
every chapter. (pb) 57 pgs. 

BKBZOl .......................................................................... $4.00 

Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significant. 
Brother McCord spotlights 35 Old Testament descriptions of 
deity. Concentrating on God's own selection of names allows 
the richness of those names to be meaningful. To see those 
names, as precious jewels in a showcase, is to deepen one's 
appreciation of deity, serving to make one a better person. (pb) 
58 pgs. 

BKBZ03 .......................................................................... $3.95 
The Disciples' Prayer 

Brother McCord's indepth study of the prayer misnamed "The 
Lord's Prayer" by many. "Jesus, when he gave the sample for a 
prayer was inveighing against vain repetitions. But that very 
example has become the most vainly uttered of any prayer 
before or since." Does the Heavenly Father hear that prayer 
today? Study brother McCord's discussion of each phrase and 
you will know. You will also learn ofthe petitions in the prayer 
"which are timeless and forever prayable." (hb) 89 pgs. 

BKBZ02 .......................................................................... $4.95 
$2.75 s&h • add .25 postage for each additional book 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 
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Is the Jesus of History 
the Christ of Faith? 

By John Hobbs 

M any books have been written about the life 
of Jesus, and there is an abundance of 
material on Jesus. The liberal scholars 

have long advocated that the Jesus of history is not 
the same as the Christ of faith. 

Robert Strimple wrote: "Note it well- the start
ing point of the modern quest of the historical Jesus 
is the assumption that the Jesus presented in our bib
lical gospels is not the Jesus of history .... This so
called historical quest is in actuality an attempt to 
desupernaturalize the only jesus to whom we possess 
historical witness." 

Strimple pinpoints the problem by asking, "What 
is the relationship between the Jesus of history and 
the Christ of the church's faith?" 

The First Quest of the Historical Jesus 
In 1778, Hermann Reimarus wrote The Quest of the 

. Historical jesus. Joachim Jeremias says that the birth 
date of the so-called problem of the historical Jesus 
"can be precisely fixed at 1778." Reimarus is cred
ited with beginning the search of the "real" Jesus be
hind the gospel accounts. 

According to Reimarus, the Christian religion 
was established by fraud on the part of the disciples. 
He sought to discredit Christianity from being a su
pernatural religion. He "assumed" the real words of 
Jesus in the New Testament could be distinguished 
from what the Gospel authors made him say. He be
lieved the Gospel writers were guilty of intentional, 
deliberate fabrication. 

In 1835, David Strauss wrote Das Leben ]esu 
(The Life of Jesus). Strauss argued that one must rec
ognize the use of "myth" in the Gospels retelling the 
story of Jesus. His "assumption" was that the Gos
pels could no longer be read simply as straightfo.r
ward historical records of what Jesus actually sa1d 
and did. 

He insisted that the miracles attributed to Jesus 
were impossible. As far as he was concerned, the 
miracles never happened and are not descriptions of 
historical events. His goal was to make Christianity 

credible to post-Enlightenment men and women. He 
denied that the Gospels were factual historical ac
counts and were written by eyewitnesses. He be
lieved that the key "myth" was the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. Strauss' work was followed by 
many others. 

The Second Quest of the Historical Jesus 
In 1906, Albert Schweitzer wrote The Quest of the 
Historical Jesus. This marked the beginning of the 
"Second Quest" of the historical Jesus. Schweitzer 
believed that jesus and all his teachings had been 
conditioned by a mistaken belief that the end of the 
world would happen during or shortly after his own 
lifetime. Schweitzer wrote: 

The jesus of Nazareth who came forward pub
licly as the Messiah, who preached the ethic of 
the Kingdom of God, who founded the King
dom of Heaven upon earth, and died to give His 
work its final consecration, never had existence. 
He is a figure designed by rationalism, endowed 
with life by liberalism, and clothed by modern 
theology in an historical garb. 

Like Strauss, Schweitzer was not prepared to al
low for a visible miracle. 

Rudolph Bultmann separated the Jesus of history 
from the Christ of faith. He denied that they were 
one and the same. As Bultmann saw it, the accounts 
of the miracles in the New Testament are fiction. He 
believed that one must strip away the myths (what 
the New Testament reports as miracles) which en
shroud the real message of the New Testament. Lis
ten to Bultmann in his own words: 

An historical fact which involves a resurrec
tion from the dead is utterly inconceivable. 

But what of the resurrection? Is it not a mythi
cal event pure and simple? Obviously it is not an 
event of past history. 

Experience and control of the world have de
veloped to such an extent through science and 
technology that no one can or does seriously 
maintain the New Testament world picture. No 
mature person represents God as a being who 
exists above in heaven. Certainly there is no hell. 
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The Third Quest of the Historical Jesus 
In 1985, the "Third Quest" for the historical Jesus was 
initiated. The leaders of this search launched "The 
Jesus Seminar." John Dominic Crossan, Marcus Borg, 
and Robert Funk were the notable leaders of this 
sem1nar. 

The aim of the Jesus Seminar in their own words 
was "to assess the degree of scholarly consensus about 
the historical authenticity of each of the sayings of 
Jesus." 

Again they state, "The gospels are now assumed 
to be narratives in which the memory of Jesus is em
bellished by mythic elements that express the 
church's faith in him, and by plausible fictions that 
enhance the telling of the gospel story." 

They say the evangelists were so influenced by 
the early church's portrait of Christ that the records 
of Jesus must be treated with skepticism. They be
lieve the Jesus of history is not the Jesus of the Bible. 
They say the biblical Jesus is a fabrication. 

Ben Witherington, a conservative, says, "The pur
pose of this seminar is to discredit fundamentalism 
and traditional images of and ideas about Jesus." He 
says underlying this Third Quest is "a fundamental 
conviction that the Christ of faith and the Jesus of 
history are by and large very different, if by Christ of 
faith one means the Son of God who came and died 
for our sins on the cross and rose again from the 
dead." To the Jesus Seminar, the historical Jesus of 
Nazareth by definition must be a nonsupernatural 
Jesus. 
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Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restoration Plea in an under
standable way - to define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. BKKU04, 91 pgs., pb 

$4.95 
$2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Get Behind Me Satan 
by VIrgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done. and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose. and destiny. and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. Thi.s work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs •• paperback . 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Marcus Borg wrote: 
The notion that God's only son came to this 

planet to offer his life as a sacrifice for the sins 
of the world, and that God could not forgive us 
without that having happened, and that we are 
saved by believing this story, is simply. incredible 
... taken literally, it is a profound obstacle to ac
cepting the Christian message. To m~~y people, 
it simply makes no sense. 

We can say with almost complete. certainty 
that he Uesus) did not see his own mission or 
purpose as dying for the sins of the world. With 
almost complete certainty, we can say that his 
message was not about himself or the impor
tance of believing in him .. In popular Christian 
usage, the 'uniqueness' of jesus is most com
monly tied to the notion that he is the uniquely 
and exclusively true revelation of God. It is this 
meaning of his uniqueness that I deny. 

God does not refer to a supernatural being out 
there ... rather ... God refers to the sacred at the 
center of existence, the holy mystery that is all 
around us and within us. · 

Rather than being the exclusive revelation of 
God, he (Christ) is one of many mediators· of the 
sacred. 

John Dominic Crossan suggests that Jesus'· body 
may have been thrown by the Romans onto the gar
bage dump, where it was eaten by jackals and scav
enging birds. Crossan flatly states, "My thesis •.. is 
that Christian faith is not Easter .faith." 

Again he said, "I do not thil).~ that anyone, a~y
where, at any time brings dead people back to life." 

He believed that the stories of Jes~' death and 
resurrection must be seen as fictions created by ·the 
early church in order to legitimate a hierarchical 
leadership structure already iii place. · · 

The following are some of the cardinal tenets of 
those. on the Jesus Semina~: 

+They assume that the early church recreated 
Jesus in the image it preferred, inventing many say
ings and placing them on the lips of Jesus. They 
claim that 82 percent of the statements normaily:-at
tributed to Jesus were actually made up by his fql
lowers and not spoken by Jesus himself. 

<-Jesus never really believed he would die for ·~he 
sins of the world. 

<-Jesus never claimed to be God. 
·:.Jesus never spoke about heaven or hell. ··:::. .. 
<·Jesus was not born of a virgin. :.': 
·:.Jesus never performed any miracles. . . 
<-Jesus never called anyone to repent oftheii'sins. 
<-Jesus never arose from the dead. 
·:.The Gospel of Thomas is more relevant and ac-

curate than the four canonical Gospels. ___ 



·:·Jesus never initiated debates or controversies. 
·:·Jesus never saw himself as a mediator between 

God and God's people. 
·:·Whatever material is found only once in the 

Gospel records must be rejected. 

Answering the Liberal Scholars 
We cannot exclude the possibility of miracles before 
we even investigate historical evidence; rather, the 
evidence itself must ultimately win the day. 

Raymond Brown states, "Historicity, however, 
should be determined not by what we think possible 
or likely, but by antiquity and reliability of the evi
dence." 

One must not start the study of miracles with the 
presupposition that miracles are impossible. To reject 
one's position in an a priori manner is illegitimate. 
There can be no substitute for a careful investigation 
of the possibilities. 

Philosophical naturalism fails to explain ad
equately the fact that there are a number of argu
ments and pieces of evidence that make belief in God 
more reasonable than disbelief. Some of this evi
dence actually comes from science. For example -
the second law of thermodynamics. 

Brown 
Trail 

Ben Witherington argues, "It is not satisfactory 
to radically distinguish the Christ of faith from the 
Jesus of history." 

Again he says, "There is some sort of profound 
continuity between the historical Jesus and the living 
Christ." 

The Christian faith stands or falls on the histori
cal reality of the death, burial, and bodily resurrec
tion of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:1-19). The bodily resurrec
tion of Jesus from the dead is the sine qua non of 
Christianity. 

William Craig comments, "Without the resurrec
tion, the Christian Way could never have come into 
being. Even if the disciples had continued to remem
ber Jesus as their beloved teacher, they could not 
have believed in him as Messiah, much less deity." 
Without the resurrection, there would have been no 
church! 

The existence of the church gives evidence that 
the Jesus of history is the Christ of faith. 

Strimple states, "It is inconceivable that the very 
apostles who allegedly faked Jesus' resurrection and 
cynically proclaimed it as true would later gladly lay 
down their lives for what they knew to be a mon
strous lie." 

It is against all psychological evidence for men to 
die willingly for a lie they know to be a lie. Why die 
for a hoax? Why didn't just one person reveal the 
hoax? 

Many went to a cruel death when a simple recan
tation would have spared their lives. The law of hu
man nature (that men do not want to die unless they 
have a valid reason) proves the truth of Christianity. 

Craig Blomberg observes, "Much of Jesus' ethi
cal instruction as portrayed in the Gospels is so chal
lenging that it is unlikely it would have been in
vented." 

Will Durant said, "That a few simple men should 
in one generation have invented so powerful and ap
pealing a personality, so lofty an ethic and so inspir
ing a vision of human brother, would be a miracle far 
more incredible than any recorded in the Gospels." 

Philip Schaff wrote: "A character so original, so 
complete, so uniformly consistent, so perfect, so hu
man and yet so high above all human greatness, can 
be neither a fraud nor a fiction. The poet, as has been 
well said would in this case be greater than the hero. 

' . " It would take more than a Jesus to mvent a Jesus. 
Erwin Lutzer adds: "Either intentionally or unin

tentionally, the disciples could not have invented 
Jesus .... If the Christ of the New Testament had not 
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existed, no one would have invented Him; indeed, 
no one could have invented Him." (I have an entire 
chapter in my book Building Our Most Holy Faith 
that uses this line of argumentation to demonstrate 
that Jesus is the Lord.) 

Albert Einstein, who wrote of the Jesus of the 
Gospels in response to liberalism, said, "No myth is 
filled with such life." 

Jesus was either a lunatic liar, or he is Lord of all! 
He could not have been a liar, because if he were, 

the disciples would not have followed him. He could 
not have been a lunatic because a lunatic does not 
give to the world the highest ethical and moral teach
ings this world has ever known. Therefore, Jesus 
must be both Lord and Christ. 

The New Testament is a reliable historical docu
ment. The work of F.F. Bruce, Craig Blomberg, Josh 
McDowell, and many others have demonstrated con
clusively that the Bible is reliable historically. 

The liberals refuse to examine the evidence with 
an open mind. 

Witherington states: "We find not a single instance 
of Jesus proclaiming, in prophetic fashion, 'Thus says 
the Lord.' He seems to have spoken on his own au
thority, not merely as the mouthpiece for God." 

Jesus spoke "as one having authority" and not as 
a scribe (Matt. 7:28-29). Since Jesus was deity Uohn 
1:1), one would expect him to speak with authority. 

The Jesus Seminar said: "The evidence provided 
by the written Gospels is hearsay evidence. Hearsay 
evidence is secondhand evidence. . .. None of [the 
Gospel authors] was an ear or eyewitness of the 
words and events he records." 

But, this is exactly what the New Testament writ
ers claim - to be ear and eyewitnesses. Consider -
Luke 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-4; Hebrews 2:3; 2 Peter 1:16; 
Acts 2:32; John 19:35; along with many other pas
sages. 

The evidence demands the conclusion that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Christ of faith. 

Jesus is the only way to heaven Uohn 14:6). 
5324 Fairway Dr. 

San Angelo, TX 76904 

ChaDge Agents and Churches of Christ 
Be prepared when they come to your congregation. 

Helpful information 
about this movement can be found at 

www.chrlstlanlty-then-and-now.com 

20 November 2003 
Firm Foundation 

FF 

cfpecitd pUce 

PC Study Bible 
on CD-ROM 
Version 4. 0- available In 3 editions 

Editions 

King James Version ~ ~ ~ 

New King James Version ~ ~ ~ 

New International Version ~ ~ ~ 

American Standard Version ~ ~ ~ 

New American Standard Bible ~ ~ ~ 

New American Standard Bible Update ~ ~ 

The Living Bible ~ 

Revised Standard Version ~ 

Exhaustive Concordances for each Bible version ~ ~ ~ 

Nave's Topical Bible ~ ~ ~ 

Treasury of Scripture Knowledge ~ ~ ~ 

Nelson's Bible Dictionary ~ ~ ~ 

Fausset's Bible Dictionary ~ ~ ~ 

New Unger's Bible Dictionary ~ ~ 

International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (5 vol.) ~ ~ 

MaHhew Henry's commentary (6 vol.) ~ ~ ~ 

Wycllffe Bible Commentary ~ ~ ~ 

Barnes' Notes on the OT & NT (14 vol.) ~ ~ 

Adam Clarke's Commentary (6 vol.) ~ 

Jamieson, Fausset, Brown Commentary (6 vol.) ~ 

Strong's Greek-Hebrew Concordance ~ ~ ~ 

Englishman's Greek-Hebrew Concordance ~ ~ ~ 

Brown Driver Briggs' Greek Definitions ~ ~ ~ 

Thayer's Hebrew Definitions ~ ~ ~ 

lnter1inear Bible ~ ~ 

Greek (UBS) text and Hebrew (BHS) text ~ 

Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words ~ ., ., 
Vincent's Word Studies In the New Testament (4 vol.) ., 
Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament (6 vol.) ~ 

Kell & Dalitzsch's Old Testament Commentary (1 0 vol.) ~ 

Personal Notes ~ ~ ~ 

Bible Study/Reading Plan ~ ~ ~ 

Bible Outlines ~ ~ ., 
Bible Maps ~ ~ ~ 

Bible Photo Collection ~ ~ ~ 

The Fundamentals, by A. A. Torrey ~ ~ ., 
TheAPOCBIYPSe,byJ.A.Se~ 

., ., ., 
Spurgeon's Encyclopedia of Sermons (8 vol.) ~ ~ ~ 

Retail price ....... Our price 
1 * Complete Reference Library ....... $349.95 ......... $279.95 
2* Reference Library Plus ••••••••••••• 249.95 ........... 199.97 
3* New Reference Library ••••••••••••• 149.95 ........... 119.97 

$6.50 s&h 

Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 



To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

w:e are taking a long look at the assertion 
made by liberals that grace dispenses with 
aw. To sustain their proposition, liberals 

in the church often appeal to the book of Galatians, 
where Paul insists that the gospel as revealed in the 
first century is immutable. (Funny, isn't it, that men 
wanting to change go to a book that forbids change.) 
Still, God sends them a "working of error, that they 
should believe a lie: that they all might be judged 
who believed not the truth" (2 Thess. 2:11-121). 

There will always be some who "darken counsel by 
words without knowledge." 

At the outset of this discussion of grace and law 
we need a clear understanding of the nature of grace. 
To help us define grace, we will use a guest author. 
His name is]. W. McGarvey and he has been dead for 
many years. His study and teaching have been partly 
preserved in books and pamphlets. In 1864 brother 
McGarvey wrote a brilliant piece explaining what 
grace is and what it is not. He shows us that the de
nominational (Calvinistic) view of grace is utterly 
false. Some in the church, however, continue to be 
unduly influenced by Calvinistic writers and there
fore present wrong ideas about what constitutes 
grace. To set the matter straight and lay the ground
work for coming articles on grace and law, we hap
pily present to you excerpts from Professor 
McGarvey's article (The Millennia/ Harbinger, 1864, 
pp. 58-62). 

"The theological systems which have divided the 
sectarian world, were all originally constructed for 
the purpose of presenting Bible truth in a clearer 
light than that in which the Bible itself presents it. 
They are sometimes sufficiently clear upon matters 
that are already so clear in the Bible as not to be mis
understood, but in matters more recondite, and in 
some very plain, matters, they muddle what is clear. 

"It has been the peculiar glory, and is to be 
known as the peculiar shame of Calvinism, to mys
tify the subject of grace, and to attach to the word a 
meaning that comes as near being no meaning at all, 
as can well be imagined. I speak of it as the peculiar 
shame of Calvinism because its prominence in all 
other systems of Protestant theology is due to the 
predominating influence which Calvinism has ex
erted over them. 

"Calvinism has always had a small number of ad
herents, comparatively, but it has always been domi
neering, has exhibited a great array of learning, and 
has great control over even that portion of the reli
gious world who despise it. The foundation corner
stone of the whole system is embodied in the one ex
pression, "Sovereign grace." There is no word that it 
loves so much as the word grace. Not satisfied with the 
term as it is used in the English scriptures, it rings 
many changes upon it, and speaks of 'sovereign grace,' 
'saving grace,' 'almighty grace,' 'free grace,' 'special 
grace,' a 'state of grace,' 'the covenant of grace,' 'com
munion in grace,' 'the grace of faith'; and finally, to 
cover all the ground, it puts the word in the plural 
number, and speaks of 'saving graces.' 

"Though all these expressions are found in the 
Westminster Confession, I have searched it in vain 
for a definition of grace. It defines many words, and 
minutely describes many things; but it deigns to 
throw no light upon this word grace, except to trick 
it out in a multitude of epithets, and scatter it broad
cast over almost every page of its doctrines. If you 
turn from the Confession to the confessors, and ask 
almost any living sectarian to give you an intelligible 
definition of grace, you will find him as unable to an
swer clearly as the Confession seems unwilling. I pre
sume that the nearest approach you could get to a 
definition, would represent it as some kind of divine 

1How God sends a working of error that the perverse may be self-deceived and condemned (note: it is their own doing) is a matter for discus
sion. It is possible that in his inspired revelation God will state a thing plainly but - even though clear enough to the candid reader - is capable of 
being misunderstood by those who are determined to misunderstand that they may follow their own inclinations instead of God's covenant (law). 
Jesus tells us, "If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from myself" Oohn 7:17). 
Having a disposition to obey is critical to a right understanding of the teaching- otherwise you may get a working of error, causing you to believe 
a lie and be lost. 
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impartation to the soul -a something which the 
Holy Spirit brings from heaven, and by some myste
rious process infuses into the soul of the sinner to 
make him a Christian. Indeed, this is the thought, 
and almost the phraseology of the Confession. It 
says, 'In sanctification, God's Spirit infuses grace' 
(Westminster Larger Catechism Q. 77). As this grace 
is from God, it is called God's grace; as it is infused 
only in those chosen in God's sovereign right from 
all eternity, it is called sovereign grace; as it irresist
ibly converts the soul into. which it is infused, it is 
called almighty grace; as those in whom it is to be 
infused were chosen without any foresight of faith or 
good works as cause as or conditions leading thereto, 
it is called free grace; because it is specially infused 
into the elect, it is called special grace; when a man 
has some of it in him, he is said to be in a state of 
grace; an imaginary covenant that God made with 
Christ away back yonder in eternity, promising to 
make this infusion, is called the covenant of grace; 
the fellowship enjoyed by those who have some of it 
in them is called communion in grace; and because 
faith is infused in the same way and at the same time, 
it is called a grace; while repentance is another grace, 
and these two, with I know not what others, make 
up what are called graces. This seems to be the philo
sophical pedigree of this noted family of Ashdodical 
expressions, but amid them all we find no other con
ception of the head of the whole family, than that 
grace is something infused by the Holy Spirit. 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness -1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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"The same Holy Spirit which infuses this myste
rious something, or plurality of somethings, appears 
also to have the power of stirring them up so as to 
keep them in lively exercise, Hence, in answer to the 
question 'What is sanctification?' our gracious Con
fession answers, 'Sanctification is a work of God's 
grace, whereby they whom God hath, before the 
foundation of the world, chosen to be holy, are in 
time, through the powerful operation of his Spirit, ap
plying the death and resu"ection of Christ unto 
them, renewed in their whole man, after. the image of 
God; having the seeds of repentance unto life, and all 
other saving graces, put into their hearts, and those 
graces so sti"ed up, increased, and strengthened, as 
that they more and more die unto sin, and rise unto 
newness of life.' 

"Without dwelling any longer upon the darkness 
and confusion in which this subject is enveloped in 
the imagination of sectarians, we propose to briefly 
investigate the Scripture idea of grace. In order, how
ever, that we may do so successfully, we must be 
guided by the usage of the original term; for so pow- . 
erful has been the mystifying influence of sectarian 
thought and phraseology upon our own minds, that 
very few even of the brethren have got entirely clear 
of the mist on this subject. 

"We remark, then, that the original word is pri
marily used to designate an emotion experienced by 
one intelligent being towards another. It may be felt 
by God in reference to man, by man in reference to 
his fellowman, and even by man in reference to God. 
It is said of Jesus when a child, that he 'increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in grace (charis), with God 
and man.' Here the feeling expressed by the Greek 
word charis, the original for grace, is one which both 
God and man experienced toward the child Jesus. If 
it expresses the idea of something infused, then the 
infusion most have come from man as well as from 
God, for whatever the word means is attributed to 
both alike. Again, Stephen says that David found 
charis before God, and, in the same speech, that Jo
seph found charis in the sight of Pharaoh (Acts 7:10, 
46). Whatever, then, David obtained from God .un
der this title, Joseph obtained from the wicked king 
Pharaoh. The term is so far from expressing the i'dea 
of some mystic impartation or infusion in thousand 
many similar passages, that our Calvinistic transla
tors, who retain the term grace wherever the context 
would at all admit of its mystic sense, have here ren
dered it favor. This is the primary and literal mean
ing of the word; and this is the rendering whic~ it 



should have invariably throughout the Bible. The 
'grace of God,' is simply the favor which God feels 
towards men. To call it sovereign, saving, or free, is 
simply to multiply epithets without meaning: for ev
erything in God is sovereign; all that he does for man 
is saving in its effects; and all favor is, from its very 
nature, free. To be 'in a state of grace,' if the expres
sion can be said to have a scriptural meaning at all, 
means simply to enjoy the favor of God, in contrast 
with incurring his displeasure. To 'fall away from 
grace,' is to fall away from the favor of God. 

"When used to express a feeling of man towards 
God, the meaning of the term is the same; but as all 
favor which men have towards God, is awakened by 
knowledge of his favor and love towards us, it is bet
ter expressed by our word thanks, than by favor. Paul 
very frequently makes use of the expression charin 
echoo too Theoo, literally, 'I have favor to God'; but 
our idiom has a different phrase for the same idea, 
and our translators have done well to render it, 'I 
thank God.' God's favor to us depends not upon 
kindness extended to him by us; our favor to him 
does depend upon his kindness to us; but though 
thus differing as to cause, the favor itself is the same. 

"From this primary meaning of the term origi
nated, by metonymy, a secondary meaning. As we 
speak of kindness, and a kindness, mercy, and a 
mercy; so the Scriptures speak of favor and a favor. 
Kindness is a feeling, a kindness is an act expressive 
of that feeling, and called a kindness because it gives 
expression to kindness. God's favor is an act which 
gives expression to favor, and is so called on this ac
count, the cause being put for the effect. If we retain 
the term grace, it is the same; for a grace is some-
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thing conferred as an expression of grace. 
"From this usage of the term in the Scriptures, 

the idea of infusion is as remote as from the other. It 
is used for acts performed by God for the good of 
men and also for acts performed by men for one 
another. It can not, indeed, express what man does 
for God; because while we may have a feeling of fa
vor to God, we cannot confer a favor upon him. Paul 
says, "unto me is this grace given, that I should 
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ" (Eph. 3:8). Here the grace given is defined 
as the peculiar privilege of preaching to the Gentiles. 
It was a favor which God had given to him, but not 
to Peter or John in the same extent. Here was no 
spiritual infusion, but simply a designation of a suit
able field of labor. On the other hand, Luke says, 
'Festus, willing to confer grace upon the Jews, asked 
Paul if he would go to Jerusalem to be judged (Acts 
25 :9) . Now surely Festus had no divine afflatus to 
infuse into the Jews, that Luke should thus speak; 
but every one can see that it was merely a favor 
which he wished to confer. The contribution of the 
churches in Macedonia and Achaia for the poor 
saints in Judea, is also called a grace, in harmony 
with this usage (1 Cor. 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:1-6). But we 
need no other specifications to justify the conclusion 
that the original term means, primarily, favor; and 
when used of an act or endowment, it means a favor. 
This is as simple as the alphabet, and if it could be 
implanted in the minds of the sectarians, it would be 
like striking a bright light in a dark place. 
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"Whilst the subject of grace has been mystified, 
and in its mystified form has been the hobby horse of 
Calvinism; yet no man has ever exalted its praises too 
high. It is the fountain, rich and inexhaustible, whence 
all our blessings flow. It was through this 'favor of 
God' that Jesus 'tasted death for every man'; and 
when the glorious transaction had been proclaimed to 
the world, the apostle exclaims 'The favor of God 
which brings salvation to all men has appeared.' It is 
through the same favor, in sending us the gospel, sus
tained by overwhelming evidence, and sanctioned by 
threatenings and promises of unspeakable import, 
that we are enabled to believe and repent: hence when 
Apollos visited Corinth, it is said that 'he afforded 
much aid to those who through favor had believed,' 
and it is also said that God had granted to the Gentiles 
repentance unto life. It is this scriptural and simple 
thought which has been perverted into the idea that 
repentance and faith are each a 'saving grace' infused 
into the soul by the Holy Spirit. 

"It is also through more favor on the part of God 
that those who believe and obey the gospel are saved 
'By favor,' says Paul, "are you saved through faith." 
The fact that we believe has no power to place God 
under obligation to save or to justify us; but after all 
that we can do, justification is through favor and not 
through debt (Rom. 4:1-16). The hope of glory is 
equally dependent on it; for Paul says that through 
Christ 'we have access by faith into this favor in 
which we stand, and rejoice in the hope of glory.' 
That we now 'stand in the favor' of God, is the only 
ground on which we can hope for glory; for it is only 
those whom he favors who can ever attain it. This 
expression is the one to which sectarians refer when 
they speak of being in a 'state of grace'; but light and 
darkness scarcely differ more than the two expres
sions. The one declares that the soul is full of some 
mysterious afflatus from God; the other, simply that 
God looks down with favor upon the individual, and 
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extends to him all the favors which are necessary to 
his welfare. The favors of a fellow man may not aid 
as much; but the favor of God is sufficient to guaran
tee everything that a Christian can really need. Paul 
found it so when be had prayed that the thorn in his 
flesh might be removed. God decided that he should 
still endure it, but said, 'my favor is sufficient for 
you; for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 
The apostle could, therefore, exclaim, 'If God be for 
us, who shall be against us.' And in the light of his 
own experience, he could exhort the brethren, 'Let 
us come boldly to the throne of favor, that we may 
obtain mercy and find favor for help in time of need.' 
For the same reason 'favor' finds a place with 'mercy 
and peace,' in every apos~olic salutation." 

Thus ends brother McGarvey's fine explanation 
of why grace is not some odd sensation of indescrib
able mystery, but is instead a rational and reasonable 
response to revelation and to the gracious gifts of 
God. We commend this piece to you and suggest that 
it would be good to give much thought to it. It is well 
worth pondering. 

P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
Fp 

Stanley Ray Singleton 
RIP 

By Perry B. Cotham 

Stanley Ray Singleton, 77 years and 11 months, of 
Grand Prairie, Texas, a faithful gospel preacher, 
went to be with his Lord Aug. 5, 2003, after a 

lengthy illness. Mter completing his education at 
Abilene Christian College in 1946, he served as min
ister for churches of Christ in Valley View, Era, Sanger, 
Denton, Dallas and Kenedy, Texas. before coming to 
Grand Prairie in 1955. He also spent six years in the 
mission fields of Riverton, Wy., and Olympia, Wa. 

He is survived by his wife, Joyce, of Grand Prai
rie; two sons, one daughter, one brother, four sisters, 
and seven grandchildren. Funeral services were held 
at the Freetown Road Church of Christ in Grand 
Prairie with the burial at Travis Peak, Texas. In his 
good work for the Lord he led many hundreds of 
sincere people to become Christians. 



Homosexuality: 
This Is Where We Part Ways 

By Brad Harrub, Apologetics Press 

The phone call was like many we receive at 
our offices. Someone had come across an ar
ticle on our Web site, and wanted to talk to 

someone about it. In the course of our conversation, 
the young man spoke passionately about his beliefs, 
defending what he felt was right. About 15 minutes 
into the conversation, he made the following com
ment: "Yes, I feel like I must speak up and be heard, 
similar to the homosexuals today who desire equal 
rights." Up until that moment, we were having a 
healthy conversation and were both able to commu
nicate various views and ideas. But with those words, 
our conversation took an abrupt turn. I told this 
young man that this is where he and I "were defi
nitely going to part ways." (Obviously, this indi
vidual was not familiar with Apologetics Press, and 
our stance to defend New Testament Christianity.} 

Having struck a nerve, the caller asked me if I 
was kidding. In amazement, he went on to comment 
that he could not believe I did not want all people to 
"share equal rights." I assured him that all people 
were created in the "image and likeness" of God 
(Gen. 1 :26-27), but that did not stop people from 
committing acts that God would not endorse (e.g., 
rape, murder, stealing). He then questioned my love 
for others, and asked, "How can someone who pro
fesses Christianity treat others with such disdain?" 
Sadly, the world has done an excellent job of teach
ing this young man that anyone who does not accept 
homosexuality is guilty of the worst type of sin -
the sin of intolerance. I reassured him that I tried 
very hard to treat all humans in a loving manner, but 
that did not mean I (or, more important, God) ap
proved of their actions. Our conversation continued 
for another 15 minutes, as I continued reminding 
him that no matter how you slice it, the Bible, God's 
word, viewed homosexual practices as sin (see 1 Cor. 
6:9-11; Rom. 1:26-32; Lev. 18:22). I kept reiterating 
the point that sin separates us from God (lsa. 59:1-
2), and as such, those who continued to practice such 
acts without repenting would spend eternity in tor
ment. 

Over and over this young man kept questioning 
why I would not want to give equal marriage rights 
to other "fellow human beings." And over and over I 
stated very simply that what I wanted did not really 
matter. Rather, God had set forth a plan, and we as 
obedient Christians are to follow that plan. The 
gentleman noted that legislation likely would be 
passed in my lifetime recognizing homosexual mar
riages as true unions. I conceded that, unfortunately, 
he probably was right, but I continued to stress that 
laws would not change this abomination in the eyes 
of the Lord (think- abortion). Changing tactics, he 
tried to discredit the Bible, but quickly realized that 
was not going to be possible, given the resources I 
had at my fingertips. Looking for any means to put a 
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chink in my argument, he stressed that the "major
ity" of Americans were now accepting homosexual 
couples. He pointed to the numerous examples that 
are clearly evident in our media. I told him that, yes, 
I was aware that most sitcoms felt obligated to have a 
token "homosexual" couple in order to be politically 
correct. But I noted that I have just as much of an 
obligation to keep such material out of my house
hold. Just because Hollywood embraces it, does not 
give it credence. I patiently reminded him that just 
because the majority accepted something (e.g., abor
tion, divorce), that did not make it right. I quoted 
Matthew 7:13-14, and mentioned that Christians 
were never going to be in the majority. We are to be 
transformed, not conformed to the world (Rom. 
12:2). He laughed, and asked how I could believe in 
a God who would send the majority of people to 
hell. I responded by asking him how many people he 
knew who were willing to be obedient to and serve 
an all-powerful God. After his silence, I told him. that 
God is not only a just God, but He also is omni
scient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. I pointed out 
that, sadly, society has mischaracterized God as so 
"loving" that He will accept everyone and all of their 
actions. I reassured him that while society might con
tinue to bow up their backs against God's divine 
edicts, that did not change the fact that one day, ev
ery knee would bow (Phil. 2:10). 

He pointed out that Americans were becoming 
more compliant; I repeated that made no difference 
- look at how our society now views marriage and 
divorce. Multiple marriages are common. In fact, 
some time ago, I was walking through airport secu
rity and a man in front of me laughed aloud and said 
to his two male friends, "Who doesn't have an ex
wife these days?" What a tragic commentary on our 
society! I told the young man on the phone that if 
someone were homosexual, they did have the ability 
to remain celibate - just like someone who has been 
divorced for unscriptural reasons. This young man 
could not have expressed more incredulity. He asked 
me if I really thought that men and women should 
remain celibate just because they were homosexual 
or happened to get out of a "bad" marriage. He said, 
"You can't be serious." I reminded him that the re
wards in eternity far exceeded any earthly pleasures. 

This young man then pointed out that he found 
it ironic that God had allowed homosexuals to be 
"born like that." Again, not realizing my background 
(anatomy and neurobiology), I quickly reminded him 
that scientists have completed the human genome 

26 ~~~ef!>:~d~~~! 

this year, and no "homosexual" gene~ p~s ever been 
found- which is interesting, given ~l~the time and 
money that has been focused on finding just such a 
genetic causative agent. Certainly, society wants the 
vast majority to believe that these individuals "can
not help themselves," yet according to science, there 
are no data that support his "born with it" view. We 
ended our conversation with him asking me if I re
ally thought that God would send peop~e to hell ~im
ply because they acted on the "fe~lings"· they had: for 
members of the same sex. He could .~6t fathom my 
simple response. I told him, "Yes, because the Bible 
says that is exactly what he will do!"· : 

Friend, the vocal homosexual iniriority has had 
their 15 minutes in the spotlight-· thei~ time is up! Its 
high time Christians remind the world. of the defini
tion of sin. How long will we sit· by. i:dly and allow 
legislation to be passed that destroy~ God's original 
plan for families? How long are we going to continue 
to support news and media netWorks that openly 
endorse gay relationships? Are we s~ in~midated that 
we have completely forgotten what God's word 
says on the matter? Has the homosextial agenda suc
ceeded in characterizing everyone who does not ac
cept their movement as tantamount to committing 
"hate crimes"? We shake our heads as denominations 
openly install a homosexual "bis~~p,~ but what hap
pens when a homosexual wants t~ :work with the 
youth in a local congregation? 'Will we continue to 
remain passive? If homosexual marriages are accep~
able, then why not go ahead and legalize bestiality, 
pedophilia, and polygamy-after all, these are simply 
individuals wanting their "equal rights." How far are 
we going to let this go before we finally speak up and 
inform the world that homosexual acts are sin that 
bring about spiritual death (Rom. 6:23; James 1:13-
15)? This young man labeled me as a fundamentalist. 
If "fundamentalist" means that I am striving diligently 
to follow the directives set forth in the Bible, then I 
thank him for that compliment. 230 Landmark Dr. 

Montgomery~ AL 36117 
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''Y~ Can Run, But You'll Just Die Tired" 
By Howard R. Horton 

Back •n · niy law enforcement days in Texas 
(when dinosaurs roamed the earth) we had a 
little· motto that ran along the lines of the 

title of this. article. I remembered this the other day 
when I saw this phrase in a Glock advertisement in a 
magazine. As soon as I saw it, read it, I knew that an 
article was "coming." And, here it is. 

We Christians have a different "run" than non
Christians. We have a different "walk" than what 
we used to ~alk. We "walk in newness of life;" we 
are changed;. \Ve are different. We have different goals 
anddifferentrums.(Cf: Rom. 6:1-5; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 
2:19-20). 

Non-Christians are just "beating their heads 
against a wall.'' They are seeking things that can 
never fulfill and can never satisfy. We know this be
cause we have ~n example of it in the book of 
Haggai. 

In the book of Haggai the people of God (those 
who had returned 'from exile) were supposed to have 
been busying themselves in building the Temple. But, 
other things had, apparently, filled their eyes and 
hearts. So, for 16 years the Lord's work was left 
alone. Guess what? God had left them alone. It never 
crossed their minds that their "lacking" was God in
duced, God directed. They had "washed their 
hands" of God's work, God had washed his hands of 
them, as· well. Coqsider what Haggai revealed unto 
them: 

Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; 
and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon 
it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. Because of 
mine house that is waste, and ye run every man 
unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over 
you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed 
from her fruit. And I called for a drought upon 
the land, and upon the mountains, and upon the 
corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, 
and upon that which the ground bringeth forth, 
and upon men, and upon cattle, and upon all the 
labour of the hands (Hag. 1:9-11). 

Notice the phrase, "ye run every man unto his 
own house." These people were "running around" 
wanting to obtain more and more, and just ended up 
tired at the end of the day, with less and less. If they 

didn't stop such activity they would one day die; die 
tired; die without ever accomplishing anything im
portant; anything everlasting. Why? For all of their 
physical "works" were just that- physical. Thus, all 
of their works would be burned up (2 Pet. 3: 1 0). 

This story, of course, has a happy ending. The 
people heeded the words of Haggai and followed the 
Holy Spirit direction of Zerubbabel and Joshua. 

But, what about us? Are we "running around" 
trying to gather "things"? Things which won't sur
vive the coming fire? Things which won't survive the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Have you ever seen someone who has spent a 
lifetime of riotous and rebellious living? I have seen 
30- and 40-year-old men and women who looked 60 
or 70. And, know what? They still didn't have any
thing of any value! 

Sure. You're right. We all get "old." But, there 
are those of us who are still vibrant and energetic on 
the inside; in the heart. Yeah, we may be in wheel
chairs, or using walkers, leaning on canes and some 
even drag an oxygen tank around with them. But, 
day by day, the inward man is "renewed." Paul 
wrote, ~~For which cause we faint not; but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day" (2 Cor. 4:16). 

And, there is only one thing which produces this: 
Christianity! Let's run with it and die faithful (Rev. 
2: 1 0). 425 E. Elm 

Prescott~ AR 71857 
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Star DOLLAR Store 
AI/ Items Only One Dollar! "Leading Wise Men to Their Savior" Matthew 2:10 

Please notice: Some items are dated to meet printing deadlines. 

-. Introducing the Church of Christ. Our most popular book; near~ million in print. 50 authors, 256 pgs. At each 
new printing we offer churches a case of 100 for $1 per copy if they send in their order by printing deadline. 
Postpaid on prepaid orders. Use like tracts! #C-2004. $4r9i reg. price. 
Deadline date of Dec. 31, 2003. 

-. Conozca a Ia Iglesia de Cristo is available by the case of 100 for only $1 per copy; half case for $2.50 per copy. 
--.....,;.:....;.:o..;.- Spanish edition of Introducing the Church of Christ. #N-2566. $4r9i reg. price. 

I 

I 
rn -. ' -

-. Traditions of Men vs. the Word of God. This book also has about ~ million in print. Gives a sketch history and 
doctrines of 20 major denominations in parallel columns with Bible truth. $1 each in cartons of 1 00. Postpaid on 
prepaid orders. Use for outsiders like tracts! #C-1049. $4.86 reg. price. Orders must be in by Dec. 31, 2003. 

-. Bible Correspondence Courses of 52 lessons. True and False, complete with an answer sheet for the teacher 
to use in grading. Now only $1 per set. The lessons follow the 52 chapter subjects in the book. Excellent for 
classes and sermons. May be used with or without the books. English (#B-0015) or Spanish, just off the press. 
#N-0015. $:1-.69 reg. price. 

-. New Testament ASV 1901. First publication of Star Bible in 1963. Printed in 9 editions with many of the finest 
Bible charts, Topical Index, 34-page ASV NT concordance, Daily Bible Reading Schedule, How to Set Up a 
Church in Your Home (by Cline Paden), footnotes on every page by Wayne Jackson. Text is accurate; all helps 
are by scholars in churches of Christ. 25,000 in circulation in Thailand alone. For soul-winning, preaching, 
teaching. $1 each in cases of 100. Postpaid on prepaid orders. #A-Q088. $4s9i reg. price. 
Deadline date of Dec. 31,2003. · 

ia; C-92 Blanl'c Cassettes. 3 for $1 speciaf price. Whire supplies last, we can offer these high quality, voice/music 
tapes to the ~hurches for only 3 for a doOar in a ~ox of 100 tapes ($33), less 1 0% more on a case of 5001 
#G-2192. .ecr etfJ1 00 reg. prise 

-. King JaMes Complete Bible. Price imprinted on the back cover is $10.95 each but Star Bible Store's amazing 
special price is a.tn unbelievable $1 per copy when purchased in cartons of 50. A $10 handling charge will be 
added. 50 copies of lclrry West's powerful soul-wirtning Scripture chain · is included in each case along with his 
Gospel Enacfed·and Re-enacted charts- all at no charge! These can be affixed in the back of each Bible. 
#A-801. ~reg. price. 

-. Him nos Y Cantlcos Esplrltuafes. This Spanish song bodk ts the most popular hymnal among the churches in 
Central and South America, as well as in the USA. Only $1 each by the case of 100~ #f\.1.1891. $1-diO reg. price. 

-.Communion Cups. Now churches can order 100 cups for only $1 by ordering 1 case of 10,000 cups. Many 
churches order by the case to get this- great savings of the Lord's money. Shipping charges added. 
#H-1217 $14r8i reg. price. 

-. Flip· Top Tracts. Regular low price is now only 10 for $1, packaged in 100. Millions of these tracts have circulated 
around the world -the least expensive 16-page tracts available anywhere. Over 1 00 titles to choose from, and 
each one would make a good sermon! Ask for listing of titles. ~1 00 reg. price. 

-. Books. Regular prices on these close-out books range from $2..95 to $=l-2r8i while supplies last. Consult Star 
catalog or look at www.starbible.com for titles available for only ONE DOLLAR or even less while supplies last. 
Thousands are being shipped around the world and the kingdom is spreading as preacher schools and others 
take advantage of this unusual offer. 

-.What the Bible Does Not Say. OK, so the regular price is $11 It is still such a great value on this new book we 
are listing it with $1 special prices anyway! #C-3040. 

-. Sermons That Make a Difference. New series of sermons that range in price, but we want to put them in the 
Star Dollar Store with the $1 items. Listing of titles and preachers in catalog or website. One example of a new 
title is the famous sermon of the late Leroy Brownlow, one of his last and best, a featured speech at FHU titled 
"Preach the Bible We Practice: Now adapted by Alvin Jennings printed in outline form so you can preach it, too! 
And many more, while they last. $.8&-up to $3r9i reg. price. 

Please observe the closing date of December 31, 2003 on some items. 
Payments can be made by Visa or MasterCard or by Check. Churches of Christ can be billed. 

Star Bible Publications, Box 821220, Ft. Worth, TX 76182. Call (800) 433-7507. E-mail: orders@starbible.com. 
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Potpourri ••• 
J 

Porter Wilhite, a talented preacher of a previ
ous generation (may he rest in peace), used to 
say, "People are funnier than anybody." Reading 
the news of the day makes the discerning agree 

with brother Wilhite. 
This section of the paper is designed to glean 

from modern media the strange and the fictitious 
events of our time, which serve as a warning. 

It is crying, "Wolf! Wolf!" when there really is a 
wolf. 

Our concern is about religious, moral, and ethi
cal misadventures in this century. 

Anyway, here we go - again. 

W6ea Is a Baby a Baby? 
OThe Mississippi Supreme Court, in a decision 

criticized by one of its members as an assault on Roe 
v. Wade, held Thursday that a fetus is a "person" un
der state law and wrongful death claims can be filed 
on its behalf. 

The justices upheld a Bolivar County woman's 
right to pursue a wrongful death claim after she al
leged emotional distress and a mistake by her doctors 
caused her to have a miscarriage. The fetus was 19 
weeks old at the time, according to doctors (Associ
ated Press). 

ligh·fecb 4rresf 

OA New Jersey teenager used his cell phone to 
foil a would-be kidnapper, but he didn't call any
body. Clifton, N.J., police say the boy used the cam
era attached to his Sprint phone to take snapshots of 
William MacDonald and his car after the suspect al
legedly offered the boy a ride and used sexual lan
guage. Mr. MacDonald then left his car and grabbed 
the boy, but the boy struggled and escaped. Police 
used the photos to track down the suspect. 

ODENVER (AP)- Colorado police can set up 
fake checkpoints in hopes of sniffing out illegal 
drugs, an appeals court ruled in a case where camou
flage-clad officers spied on fans during a bluegrass 
festival in 2000. 

Thursday's ruling, which reversed an earlier 
finding, was based on a federal appeals court de
cision last year in a similar case in Oklahoma. 

Police at the Telluride festival had posted signs 
along the road saying, 'Narcotics checkpoint, 
one mile ahead,' and 'Narcotics canine ahead.' 

Officers wearing camouflage hid on a hill and 
watched for any people who turned around or 
appeared to toss drugs out of their windows af
ter seeing the signs. 

Police pulled over Stephen Roth, 60, for litter
ing after they found a marijuana pipe tossed 
from his window. Two other pipes and mush
rooms were found in a search of his car. 

The appeals court said that while drug check
points are illegal - because motorists are 
stopped at random and without reasonable sus
picion of committing a crime - the discovery of 
the first pipe gave the officers probable cause to 
stop Roth's vehicle. 

Wbo Waals fo Marry My Daugbter1 
$BOSTON- That's not the latest reality TV 

dating game, but rather a sign planted on Donna 
Wood's front lawn in Southbridge, Mass. 

Wood is seeking a soul mate for her 22-year-old 
daughter Karah, whose romantic choices over the 
years have left much to be desired, the mother said. 
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Inspired by the NBC reality series, "Who Wants to 
Marry My Dad," Wood posted an ad in a local paper 
and planted a sign on her lawn seeking the perfect 
gentleman, who should enjoy movies, horse-back 
riding, long walks, and water sports. 

"The last guy she dated prompted my husband 
and I to do this," she said. "He was covered in tat
toos, was a lot older than she is and was just horrify
ing. She has no taste in men." 

So Wood took charge. On Sunday, she will screen 
applicants, who are required to pitch up with an es
say and a headshot, and will pick 10. After inter
views, criminal checks and time with the family, the 
winner will be chosen by Woods, her husband and 
two friends. 

The young couple will then enjoy a romantic 
night at a Cuddle and Bubble motel in Cape Cod, 
complete with an in-room Jacuzzi and a heart
shaped bed. 

"We will make the final decision, but she will 
have her say since she will end up marrying him," 
she said. "We have to make the decision because if 
there's one bad guy and one good guy she'll pick the 
bad one." 

Karah Devlin, who has a four-year-old daughter, 
admits that her picks in life weren't necessarily the 
most sensible. 
· "Most of my decisions haven't always been the 

best, I'm very gullible, it's really hard for me so I 
can't wait until Sunday" (Reuters). 

One llatioa Under God 
fJDENVER- A federal judge Friday blocked a 

Colorado law requiring public school students and 
teachers to recite the Pledge of Allegiance, calling the 
law discriminatory and divisive. 

In issuing a temporary injunction, U.S. District 
Judge Lewis Babcock said the law discriminates 
against teachers by allowing students to opt out with 
a note from their parents. Teachers cannot opt out. 

The judge also said the law pits students who 
choose to say the pledge against those who do not, 
and students against teachers. 

"What is instructional about that?" Babcock 
asked. "You can't compel a citizen of the United 
States to recite the Pledge of Allegiance." 

Babcock said failing to recite the pledge conceiv
ably could lead to suspensions for students and fir
ings for teachers, although supporters of the law said 
there were no penalties. 

The injunction will be in effect until a yet-to-be-
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scheduled hearing on the challenge. Until then the 
pledge can still be recited, but people can't be re
quired to say it. 

State Senate President John Andrews called the 
ruling "a gross insult to the patriotism of most 
Coloradoans." 

"It's bad jurisprudence. I'm confident it will be 
overturned on appeal," Andrews said. 

Gov. Bill Owens criticized the action as "dramati
cally out of step with the desires and practices of 
most Coloradoans who value and respect the Pledge 
of Allegiance." 

The pledge has been part of the morning routine 
in many Colorado schools but it was not required 
until the law took effect Aug. 6. It was challenged 
less than a week later by the American Civil Liberties 
Union on behalf of nine teachers and students from 
four Denver-area districts. 

ACLU attorney Allen Chen told the judge the law 
posed irreparable harm to the First Amendment 
rights of students and teachers. 

"This is nothing less than ritualistic recitation of 
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words that have much meaning to some people and 
no meaning to other people," he said . 

State officials say anyone can choose not to say 
the pledge under certain circumstances. 

Colorado is one of 33 states that require schools 
to include recitation of the pledge during the school 
day, according to the Education Commission of the 
States. Specific rules vary. 

Last month, a federa l court ruled a Pennsylvania 
law requiring all students to recite the pledge or sing 
the national anthem violated students' freedom of 
speech under the First Amendment. The Supreme 
Court is expected to announce this fall whether it 
will consider another federal court ruling in San 
Francisco that said regular classroom recitations of 
the pledge are unconstitutional because of the phrase 
"one nation, under God." 

Robbing Peter to Please Jesus 

~iiSociali sm is a danger that can destroy entire 
governments. It's the wrong solution to policy prob
lems because it's not economically feasible. It 's also 
the wrong solution because it is very much immoral. 

What? Didn't Jesus teach about the importance 
of helping others? Absolutely, but the real question 
is: Do the ends justify the means. Does one good 
deed balance out another sin ? No way. 

This is an issue Alabama is currently facing. A 
controversial proposal by Gov. Bob Riley would, if 
passed, be the largest tax increase in Alabama his
tory. But the more controversial thing is that he is 
calling the passage of the proposition based on the 
perception of "Christian duty." 

He went further: ''According to our Christian 
ethics, we're supposed to love God, love each other 
and help take care of the poor." The Associated Press 
reported him as saying, "It is immora l to charge 
somebody making $5,000 an income tax." 

As if he's trying to put Alabamians on a guilt trip, 
Gov. Riley also said in an interview with the Birming
ham News, "Jesus says one of our missions is to take 
care of the least among us. We've got to take care of 
the poor." 

The main selling point for the plan is to help the 
poor by raising the income tax threshold, but the 
proposal would also raise taxes considerably on 
many citizens. The majority of the money, like with 
most state governments, will most likely be going to 

social programs. 
Does Riley have a point? After all, didn't Jesus 

actually speak of taking care of the least among us? 

Of course, but did he teach us that as long as 
we're doing good, it also OK if we commit evil? So
cialism is theft. How do Riley's "Christian ethics" 
square with that? It's an undeniable t ruth that theft is 
wrong. Socialism is legalized p lunder; government 
forcefully taxes you to pay for what Riley deems 
"much needed" social programs. 

But Kyle, you might say, we need to pay taxes. 
It's our duty to submit to the government and pay 
taxes. Government wou ldn't work without some 
sort of revenue, right? 

Well, of course. However, in this free republic, 
we have the wonderful opportunity to affect govern
ment to represent our beliefs. 

I, for one, believe that Alabamans would be in a 
less difficult position if they wou ld cut spending 
rather than hike taxes. Bureaucratic social programs, 
such as welfare, some educational systems, govern
ment housing, business subsidies, and others are 
what suck up all the money - requiring government 
to plunder more. 

Sure, helping others is a good thing to do, but 
not with government funds! Government has in
vaded the realm of charities, but, unlike private 

Timothy Whale\ ~ .. ·- Timothy 
,r-.. > ': 
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charities, it is demanding money by force and this 
obviously does not allow one to contribute and work 
with a charity that a person feels led to. It's nothing 
less than coerced redistribution of wealth. 

I suppose you could say that one who speaks of 
such things is more of a naive idealist rather than a 
realist when it comes to politics. Sure, that might be 
true. 

However, what if we did endorse socialism to 
help others- wouldn't we live in a great society and 
wouldn't the ends justify the means? Probably not. 
Theoretically, the ends might justify the means, but 
that doesn't change the fact that a Robin Hood state 
cannot work. Socialist systems are too bloated with 
bureaucracy, flagrantly violating basic economic 
principles. 

While the governor of Alabama might have good 
intentions, his logic is flawed. Tax increases for pro
grams that promote socialism is not "Christian eth
ics." It's wrong. 

Sorry, but socialism cannot be based upon a 
Christian worldview. 

(Kyle Williams is 14 years old, homeschooled, and 
lives in a rural community in America's heartland. -
WorldNetDaily, Aug. 16, 2003.) 

from the Windy City 
$Earl Davis often sends clippings from the Chi

cago Tribune that highlight some of the quirks of the 
day. He has a sharp eye and the uncommon ability to 
pinpoint odd events. Thanks, Earl, and may your 
tribe increase (I still aim to come to Chicago some 
day and buy you a Big Mac). 

•:• The Episcopal Church receives $2.14 billion in 
offerings each year. If the church splits over the ap-
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proval of an openly gay (homosexual) bishop, what 
will happen to the property and contributions of the 
sect? Charles Nalls of the Washington-based Canon 
Law Institute said, "This could be the biggest church 
real estate sale in history." Nalls recently quit the de
nomination because he felt it was getting too liberal 
(Chicago Tribune, Aug. 16, 2003). 

·:· Kathleen Parker in an interesting article, 
Moderns See Solace in Primitive Hooey, wrote: 
"Hetero men race to the woods and beat drums try
ing to rediscover their inner butch-ness, while gay 
men lobby to marry each other and adopt babies." 
Her point is that men should marry women ... and 
women should marry men, which sounds like "for 
this cause shall a man leave his father and his mother 
and cleave unto his wife, and they two shall be one 
flesh." 

·:· Laura Kipnis attacks the ministry of monoga
mous marriage ... and concludes that it ain't modem 
(Aug. 17, 2003). 

·:· Gayle Worland in a long article (Monk Leads 
Movement Made of Many Faiths, Aug. 15, 2003) re
ports how several professing Christians have 
adopted Buddhist style meditation, under the direc
tion of Buddhist Monk Thich Nhat Hanh. The 
Monk declared, "Buddhism and Christianity are two 
brothers who are getting to know each other." Amaz
ingly 3,500 tickets have been sold for a speech at 
Loyola University's Joseph Gentile Center to be de
livered by Monk Hanh. (Editor's comment: Bud
dhism is an atheistic religion, that is, a religion that 
does not believe in God. I'm not kidding that is liter
ally true.) 

<·Alexandra Alter tells us how to lose weight the 
Christian way (8/15/03). After observing that obesity 
is the besetting sin of Americans, the author gives di
etary rules that would rival the Law of Moses. He 
recommends the cookbook, What Would Jesus 
Cook? (Editor's comment: Sounds kooky to me -a 
kooky kookbook!) 

·:·In a long list of letters to the editor dealing 
with marriage, homosexuality, and pornography one 
"astute" reader said, "If we're going to hold· the 
'sanctity of marriage' in such high regard, shouldn't 
we ban divorces, make adultery a punishable offense, 
and jail all those who engage in premarital procre
ation?" (Editor again: Well, now, really •.. have you 
read the 10 commandments lately? Is the writer sug
gesting that we should hold the sanctity of marriage 
in low regard?) 

<-MILWAUKEE - Medical examiners ruled the 



death of an 8-year-old autistic boy a homicide after 
an autopsy showed he was asphyxiated during a 
church service in which participants held him down 
while praying to expel "evil demons" they believed 
caused his disorder (Aug. 26, 2003). 

·:·Some Jewish settlers in the West Bank contend 
that the Bible gives them the right to live anywhere 
within biblical Jewish lands- even if occupied by 
Amorites or Palestinians (Aug. 24, 2003 ). 

·:·TOKYO - Glued to a computer screen in his 
north Tokyo apartment, the part-time sushi delivery 
man spent weeks searching the recesses of the Inter
net. The 28-year-old surfed for online companions 
harboring the desire to die. He found what he was 
looking for in websites such as "Underground Sui
cide" and "Deadline." He made plans to kill himself 
and two internet friends. The three young men drove 
to a tranquil mountain pass. They shared sleeping 
pills, and then - following details posted on a Web 
site - they died of carbon monoxide poisoning 
(Aug. 25, 2003). 

·:·Steve Gough who insists that people should 
not have to wear clothes set out to walk across Brit-

CHANGE 
AGENTS 
AND 

CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST 

by William Woodson 

CHANGE 

AGEN!S 

c~·c~ 

A study in contemporary problems with change 
agents among churches of Christ. Brother Woodson 
has painstakingly examined the arguments and 
efforts of the change agents in the church, using 
substantial resources of historical research and 
Bible analysis. The diligent student will realize that 
the church must not fade into denominationalism, 
but must continue to stand distinctively for Christ, 
his church, and the truth, the Word of God. 

paperback only • 324 pages 

$6.95 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-888·367·6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

ain in the altogether. Gough has been arrested 11 
times - the first one while he was still in sight of his 
home. Scottish authorities sent him to a psychiatric 
hospital. A couple of angry farmers beat him up. He 
was last seen behind bars - without clothes - in the 
Scottish city of Inverness (Aug. 25, 2003). 

•:• We are once again deep in debt to the beloved 
Earl Davis for his faithful "clipping service." If you 
enjoyed Nobel Patterson's tribute to Leroy 
Brownlow (Firm Foundation, July 2003) you will be 
pleased to know that Earl Davis and Noble Patterson 
were roommates at ACU ... long ago). 

Canada, 0, Canada 
®According to Internet Filters Review 2,300 Ca

nadians downloaded images advertised as child porn. 
This filth sells at the rate of $3 billion a year. That is 
a lot of money and indicates a lot of perverted 
minds. The Canadian police have made few arrests 
even though child porn is still illegal in Canada, and 
the evidence of widespread purveyors and buyers of 
child porn is abundant. Two men who were arrested 
each received six-month conditional sentences and 
18 months of probation. If that is the penalty for 
trafficking in child pornography, then Canada may as 
well give up and license this evil. A wrist-slap will 
not stop those who are so wicked as to engage in 
child exploitation. Elsie Wayne, a member of the Ca
nadian Parliament, said some of the pictures shown 
to legislators by the police were "abusive, not artistic 
... I saw violent and abusive acts that destroy 
children's development and violate their rights," she 
said (Source: Christianity Today, Sept. 2003). 

More of the Same 
®On the editorial page of the Wall Street Journal 

(Aug. 26, 2003) an apologist for the homosexual 
community, in an attempt to defend the appointment 
of a sodomite to the office of bishop in the Episcopal 
Church, wrote: 

The Bible, in both the Old Testament and the 
New, condemns homosexuality as a sin. But it is 
not the only sin, though the church behaves as if 
it were. St. Paul lists a whole repertoire of sins: 
pride, vain-glory, envy, gluttony, hatred, malice, 
conspiracy, backbiting and so on. But when did 
you last hear of a churchman thrown out of the 
choir for gluttony, or a woman dismissed from 
the Ladies' Circle for backbiting? Besides, the 
Christian faith has always taught that we should 
hate the sin but love the sinner. 

All of the things on the above list are sinful. 
Some may say that lying is not so bad when com
pared to child pornography and murder, but still it is 
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condemned as sin. So, we throw all the sins- in
cluding homosexuality - into the hopper. None of 
them is acceptable. If a man were to step forward 
and say, "I am a liar, filled with pride, and guilty of 
vain-glory, envy, gluttony, hatred, malice, and back
biting, so will you please appoint me to be a bishop 
in the church," what action should be taken? Shall he 
be appointed because we love the sinner but hate the 
sin? 

Still More 
OThe Episcopal Church, U.S.A., at its triennial 

General Convention, elected the Rev. Canon V. Gene 
Robinson to be the next Bishop of New Hampshire. 
Bishop-elect Robinson is openly - and, he has told 
the world, actively . . . homosexual. He divorced his 
wife and abandoned his two young daughters 18 years 
ago to follow his sexual inclinations. Two days after 
this vote, the Convention endorsed the practice of 
blessing same-sex unions, though it declined to autho
rize the writing of a liturgy for this purpose. Conser
vative bishops registered a dignified protest at Canon 
Robinson's elevation; over two dozen walked out of 
the proceedings. The American Anglican Council, an 
organization of conservative clergy, will meet in 
Plano, Texas, this October to decide a course of ac
tion. Anglican churches in other countries, especially 
in the Third World, have also protested the Conven-

APracdcal 
Handbook 
lor Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt "ones 
I commend to you this volume which is able to 
present what could be a very difficult subject in 
an easy-to-read and enlightening manner. The 
contents address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple understandable 
fashion. 
It is my prediction that this book will become 
the standard for singing and songleading as we 
enter the twenty-first century! 

$5.99 ea. 
Ralph A. Casey 

Songleader 

plus $2.50 s&h; .25 s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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tion decisions, obliging the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
head of the worldwide church, to summon their prel
ates to a different conference, also in October. Bishop
elect Robinson is serene amidst all the consternation 
he has caused. Following the Convention vote, he 
declared that "I don't think you can get to Easter ex
cept through Good Friday," thus apparently compar
ing the event to the Resurrection. He further told the 
assembled bishops that his "relationship" with his 
"partner" was "sacramental for me." Leaving aside 
Robinson's cavalier attitude toward his family obliga
tions, his divorce ("A bishop must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife"- 1 Tim. 3 :2), and his ongoing 
extramarital sexual activities ("Go, and sin no more" 
-John 8:11) for which he displays no repentance 
("Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" -
Luke 13:3)- is narcissism not a sin, one manifesta
tion of the sin of pride? Is anything a sin any more? 
(National Review, Sept. 1, 2003). 

Good 
GOn June 4 the U.S. House of Representatives 

voted 282 to 189 to ban partial-birth abortions. The 
Senate voted 64 to 33 to ban the procedure. Presi
dent Bush has promised to sign the legislation. H.R. 
760 imposes fines and possible imprisonment for 
doctors that kill a "partially delivered fetus" except 
when necessary to save a mother's life. In the proce
dure, abortionists deliver all but a baby's head. They 
then crush the skull before removing the dead child 
from the birth canal. 

let My People Go 
0 Egyptians are preparing an enormous lawsuit 

against "all the Jews of the world" for "trillions" of 
tons of gold supposedly stolen during the Exodus. 

According to Middle East Media Research Insti
tute, Nabil Hilmi, dean of law at the University of 
Al-Zaqaziq, and some Egyptian expatriates in Swit
zerland are behind the stunt. 

Hilmi is quoted as telling the Egyptian weekly 
Al-Ahram Al-Arabi: "Since the Jews make various de
mands of the Arabs and the world, and claim rights 
that they base on historical and religious sources, a 
group of Egyptians in Switzerland has opened the 
case of the so-called 'great exodus of the Jews from 
Pharaonic Egypt.' At that time, they stole from the 
Pharaonic Egyptians gold, jewelry, cooking utensils, 
silver ornaments, clothing, and more, leaving Egypt 
in the middle of the night with all this wealth, which 
today is priceless." 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

What Is Fornication? 

Question: I have been told that fornication 
means "illicit sexual intercourse on the part of 

an unmarried person," as contrasted with adultery, 
which means "illicit sexual activity where at least one 
of the partners is married to another." If that is so, 
how are we to understand Matthew 5:32 and Mat
thew 19:9? Do these passages then mean that the 
only legitimate cause for divorce and remarriage is 
the discovery that a marriage partner was not a vir
gin at the time of the marriage? 

Answer: The passages referred to read in part, 
"Whoever divorces his wife, except it be for 

sexual immorality ("fornication," KJV), and marries 
another, commits adultery." If the meaning of forni
cation suggested by the questioner were correct, then 
it would follow that the questioner's proposed inter
pretation would likely be correct also. Some English 
dictionaries do give that definition. However, the 
word in the Bible (Greek, porneia) does not mean il
licit sexual intercourse just between unmarried per
sons. Porneia, in the Bible, is a broader term, a term 
that includes all forms of illicit sexual intercourse. So 
every case of adultery is fornication, but not all for
nication is adultery. Jude 7 even calls homosexual in
tercourse fornication. 

Adultery is sexual intercourse in which at least 
one partner in the illicit union is married to someone 
else. 

GREECE 
Biblical - Christian - Educational 

TOURS & CRUISES 
Website: www.christian-tours.gr 

E-mail: aristotle@hol.gr 

The passages referred to are teaching, therefore, 
that sexual unfaithfulness on the part of one's mar
riage partner during the time of the marriage is the 
one cause allowing the other partner to put away his 
or her spouse and remarry. 

Fornication as the only exception to the general 
rule concerning divorce and remarriage is not an ar
bitrary choice. God's original intent for marriage, as 
stated in Genesis 2:24, is for man and woman to be 
joined to one another in "one flesh." Jesus says it is 
God who joins them (Matt. 19:6). The "one flesh" 
relationship involves sexual union, as 1 Corinthians 
6:16 indicates. So for one partner to become "one 
flesh" with another violates the very nature of the 
union God made between the husband and wife. 

God does not require that the offended mate 
must end a union thus defiled, but he does allow it. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 

llardeman's 
Tabernacle Sermons 

by N. B. Hardeman 

These biblical, eloquent, powerful sermons were 
delivered at the Ryman Auditorium in Nashville, 
Tenn., 1923-1928. Brother Hardeman preached 
sermons that caused the church to grow and 
prosper. The church today is sorely in need of this 
kind of preaching. A study of these sermons will 
benefit Christians, old and young alike. These 
volumes belong in the library of every preacher. 

Volumes 1, 2, 3 ·hardback 
Volumes 4, 5 ·paperback 

$12.95 each 
$3.00 s&h for one volume • $3.75 for 2 volumes 
$5.25 for 5 volumes • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
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The Church of Christ: 
The Distinctive Nature 
of the New Testament Church 
Edward C. Wharton 
Streamlined to 13 chapters, making it perfect for 
quarterly class studies. The study of Scripture 
reveals Christianity is ordered after a pattern and 
it possesses a distinct identity. Christianity was 
originally designed by the Lord, preached by the 
apostles, and practiced by the early church. 
Confirms the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback 205 pgs . ................. $8.99 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid of its "magic ingredienr? Is one 
person of any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterlife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abortion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ............. ... $6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennialteaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs . 
................................................................ $6.95 

The Glorious Gospel 
Mack Lyon 
These lessons ,first on the program, In Search of 
the Lord's Way, proclaim The Gospel of God; The 
Gospel of Christ; The Gospel of the Grace of God; 
The Gospel of the Kingdom; The Gospel of Your 
Salvation; and other aspects of the gospel 
message that runs throughout the Bible. The 13 
chapters with thought-provoking questions at the 
end of each chapter make The Glorious Gospel 
suited for private or class study. 
BCML03 paperback, 104 pgs . ................. $5.95 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other leaders 
of the church from the 1930s to 1960s were 
unable to do. He converted more people than any 
preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ................ $9.99 
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Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and challenges 
elders. A must read for every elder. Elders say: 
"Speaks to the heart and soul of the lives of eld· 
ers. I have not read anything more helpful." (AL) 
"I do not know of any other book except the Bible, 
that will help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our prob· 
lems and feelings is accurate. [My] goal ... read 
this book once a month and every time doubt, frustra
tion, disappointment hamper my ability to serve." 
(FL) BKGK01 paperback, 105 pgs . ......... $7.95 

Contemporary Concerns of Christians 
Jack Wilhelm 
Concerns expressed by students, media listeners 
or members of congregations that Wilhelm, 
preacher since 1945, has served are discussed. 
"How can a hold God allow pain and evil to exist? 
Is cloning right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and gambling? 
What is the status of the unbaptized dead? What 
about doctor-assisted death and suicide? Should 
people leaving a congregation explain why they 
are leaving ... and more. BKWJ01 paperback, 
289 pgs . ..................... .......................... $10.95 

The Prophet Motive 
Kenny Barfield 
Outstanding book about Christian evidences from 
the perspective of the Old Testament prophets. 
The writings of Barfield, principal of Mars Hill 
Bible School, are provocative, entertaining and 
thoroughly enlightening. Suitable for use in high 
school, college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs . ... $19.99 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congregations 
throughout the brotherhood know that the subject 
of the eldership needs to be given much study. 
Elders, ministers, Bible teachers and students in 
general will welcome this reprint of b rother 
McGarvey's book. Brother McGarvey's writings on 
any topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 paperback, 79 pgs . .................. $3.95 

Revelation 
Through First-Century Glasses 
W. B. West Jr. 
An easy-to-read devotional commentary on 
Revelation with the thorough, biblical scholarship 
associated with West, former dean of Harding 
Graduate School of Religion. The book, compiled 
by Bob Prichard, is based on West's well-known 
series of lectures about Revelation. 
CMWE01 paperback, 158 pgs . ........ ...... $9.99 

Shipping- $3.00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P. O. Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@qulk.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Houston -Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Kary Fwy. 77094. (28 1) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrvi lle Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rr. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, II a.m., 6:30p.m. , Wed. 7 p.m. I block 
cast of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. damascuschurchofchrist 
@mris.com 

-Missouri-

Loop on H wy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903)671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50a.m.,6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and the Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Rcdland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south o f 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Ohio -
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist. com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-895 1. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 3741 2. (423) 894-722 1 Sun. 
9, 10: 15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • •••• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. Ill. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a. m., 6 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. minister. 

-----------------------------

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (Yz mi. east of 1-35) 

- Virginia -

Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

- Washington -
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5 :30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. J. Moffit, evangelist. 

Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

Cari"9 & SftarirJ9 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denlon 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/a'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOI 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
audA.uswers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $19.99 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

Th is classic, pocket-s ized book 
(3Yz'x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Hom er Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message. 
lessons to be gained). Outline lor each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one otten 
referred to lor understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ........ .................... $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

l·r I The •~1i1 ~~~mandmcnts 
~Jiil l Yesterday and Today 

1rm I! s •tt m by Burton ColT man 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan o f the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
ca lled a handbook o f questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. A lso 
discussed are the extremes of the " l iberal" 
and "anti " movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages. paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&lt 
Texas residenrs add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

,'/ •// .. 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study tor adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible. but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.00 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Sames, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as 'noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
Preacher needed: The Woodbridge church of Christ 
in Woodbridge, Va. is seeking a full-time minister. 
The congregation of 65175 is Scripturally sound 
and conservative. The Bible is our only guide. Salary 
plus a 5-bedroom house will be provided. 
Woodbridge is located just south of our nations 
capitol and serves as a bedroom community for 
that city. The congregation has Elders and Deacons. 
This position in available immediately. Duties 
include the complete range of the usual activities 
of a sound preacher of the Gospel. If interested, 
please send a r~sum~, a tape of a recent sermon, a 
family picture and references to Dale E. Kowa, 
12197 Seaford Ct., Lake Ridge, Va. 22192. (703) 
491-1012. 

Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-time preacher to work 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
~e"fl • Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/4•x7%•x3Ja• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
~e"fl • Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size 5• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold ••••••••••••••••• $4.00/llne 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 
biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send r~sum~ and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
80111. 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 blaclc/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include r~sum~, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Associate minister needed for the 1Oth & Rockford 
congregation of 250 + members under the 
oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
married man with a committed wife to work closely 
with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
r~sum~ with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Youth and Family Minister wanted for a 
congregation of 250 with 5 elders, 16 deacons, a 
Jr-Sr High youth group of about 30 and an 
organized elementary school group. Current YM 
has been on staff for 3 'h yrs. and is leaving for 
mission work. Please submit a cover letter staring 
the reasons for your interest in the position plus a 
resume with educational background, complete 
work history and a minimum of three references. 
Main and Oklahoma Church of Christ, An: Elders, 
P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, Oklahoma 74502. 

Established congregation numbering 100+ in 
Cordell, OK is needing an experienced preacher. 
We prefer age 30-50. We need a mixer who is 
good with all ages. MUST BE EVANGELISTIC!! 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ 501 N. College 
Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lamben book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

National Interior Furnishings is looking for 
representatives. Call toll-free 888-799-7016 for 
more information. 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~large-print Bibles 
~Bible Class Material 

~Correspondence Courses 

(888) 367-6216 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre-
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor 

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(Includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 

158-134-4384 ..................... $54.88 
Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 

158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 

Other styles ••• 
Text Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3183 
....................................... $44.98 
Black Genuine leather 158-134-3175 
....................................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 158·134-3876 ... $24.88 

Claaalc Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 158-134-3736 
...................................... $29.88 

Name on Bible •••••••••••••• $4.00Rine 
ss.oo sah 

Order from Finn Foundation 
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Building Our Most Holy -Faith 
by Dr. John llobbs 
Designed to increase one's faith. Strong emphasis on 
Scripture throughout this book; the author believes that 
the Bible Is the authoritative word of God. Questions at 
the end of each of the 13 chapters focus on the main 
points of the chapter. Topics include: Judah's Aban
doned Faith, Great Faith - Little Faith, ·walt for. Jeho
vah; The Sin Which Easily Besets Us, The True Source 
of Strength, Hezekiah - A Man of Great Faith, When 
Duties Become Desires, ·without Holiness No Man 
Shall See the Lord,• Things Impossible - Things Pos
sible, The Jesus of the New Testament, There Will Be a 
Payday- Someday!, A Faith That Looks into Eternity, 
Are Miracles Needed Today to Produce Faith? Ideal for 
class or private study. BKYY01 pb 246 pgs. 
$11.95 • $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Seeking Spiritual Strength 
by Dr. John llobbs 
Designed to strengthen one's faith and spiritual life. 
Strong emphasis on Scripture throughout this book; the 
author believes that the Bible is the final authority on all 
religious matters. Many illustrations and poems; 
thought/discussion questions at the end of each of the 
13 chapters. Ideal for class or private study. BKYY03 pb 
$9.95 • $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

The Compelling Power 
of the Cross 
A deeper look Into the meaning of Christ's death 

by Dr. John llobbs 
Written after many years of study and preparation, this 
book promotes greater understanding and appreciation 
for what Christ did for us by his death on the cross. His 
sacrifice should compel Christians to live their lives ac
cording to the will of God. Thought/discussion questions 
at the end of each of the 14 chapters make this book 
ideal for class or private study. BKYY02 pb 
$7.95 • $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

$4.50 s&h for all books 
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Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD·ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
S. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every CD ordered, 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of Interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.(pb) regularly $8.95 

-PleDSe include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax 
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Psallo and Psalmos 
By Hugo McCord 

A sincere brother wonders why "do we have the 
right to say that the terms psallo and psalmos 
lost all connection to the instrument by the 

time of the wri ting of the New Testament. If the early 
church was in fact using the LXX version of the Old 
Testament, then they would be very familiar with the 
book of Psalms. Since that would be true, how could 
Paul's use of these terms be significantly different?" 

No one has such a right. The terms psallo and 
psalmos had not "lost all connection to the instrument 
by the time of the writing of the New Testament." 

On the contrary, in the very century in which 
the New Testament was written, psallo could mean 
"sing" or "play," depending on what the writer had 
in mind. Josephus, in the first-century A.D., wrote of 
some who "psallowed on the harp" (ANTIQ. 6,8,2), 
in which example psallo could not mean "sing." 

Along the same line of thought, I have seen three 
other examples in print with psallo meaning "play": 
(1) in the first century, in Strabo (Geography 1,23, 
14,2,26); (2) in the first century, Plutarch (Life of 
Pericles, 1,5); (3) in the second century, Lucian (The 
Parasite, 17). A second-century inscription is cited by 
Moulton and Milligan (Vocabulary, psalmos) in which 
psalmos signifies a song sung with a harp played by the 
fingers. 

Likewise, Paul commanded Christians to do two 
things: ado and psallo (Eph. 5 :19). If in Paul's time 
psallo meant "'sing' exclusively, ... with no reference 
to instrumental accompaniment" (Baer-Gingrich-

Danker, A Greek-English Lexicon To The New Testa
ment, p. 891, 2nd edition, 1979), and aido meant the 
same thing, then Paul was commanding "singing 
[aidontes] and singing [psallontes] ." Apparently then, 
Paul was commanding "singing and playing." 

But on what was the playing to be done? He did 
not command it to be done on a harp or psaltery or a 
timbrel (as the LXX-psalmists commanded in 32:2-
3; 67:26; and 70:22; ASV Pss. 33:2-3 ; 68 :25; 71 :2}, 
but "with your heart" (Eph. 5 : 19). 

If the instrument specified was a harp or a psal
tery or a timbrel, the playing necessarily had to be 
literal, with each Christian having his own harp or 
psaltery or timbrel (as specified by the LXX psalm
ists). But the instrument specified for Christians was 
hearts, and literal playing was impossible. 

Therefore, psallo in Ephesians 5:19 must be figu
rative, that is, "plucking the strings of the heart." 
Professor Danker called this a "metaphorical usage." 
Often the phrase is translated "making melody with 
your heart. " 

So the apostle commanded two things: (1) singing 
(external, as "the fruit of the lips" (He b. 13: 15) and 
(2) playing (internal, on the "heart"}. Since the earliest 
meaning of psallo (strengthened from psao, to touch) 
is to strike, pull, twang, or pluck, the translation of 
Ephesians 5:19 becomes: "speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing [aido] 
and plucking [psallo] the strings of your heart to the 
Lord." 5535 E Evergreen Blvd. Apt. 7505 

Vancouver, WA 98661 
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Editorial 

Happy New Year 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Another year will soon pass into the his
tory of the church. Year's-end is an arti
ficial mark made by fallible man to take 

note of the march of time. 
It matters very little. 
It is nor important that another year is 

gone. It is important as to how you spent that 
year and how you aim to pursue the coming 
year. That reveals your heart ... and your pur
pose. 

Years, like the kingdoms of men, pass away one by one, but the 
one true and living God remains. Eterniry keeps ticking ... we can 
hear it in the growing grass ... we can see it in the stars. 

December 31, Any-Year, ushers in January 1, Any-Year, until 
one unknown day the clocks will be forever still. A day will come 
when the march of time halts. No babies will be born ... the weak 
and sick will not die .. . all engines will stop ... research will cease 
... money wi ll have no meaning ... the merchants will have no 
goods to sell. There will be silence ... shouting ... fear ... joy ... 
tribulation .. . rapture. 

A great, sad, bright, and dreary day will break. The trumpet of -
all ages will sound and traffic will be arrested. The angel with 
great aurhoriry will one day cry: 

Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, and is become a habitation of 
demons, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a hold of every 
unclean and hateful bird. For by the wine of the wrath of her for
nication all the nations are fallen; and the kings of the earth 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth 
waxed rich by the power of her wantonness. And I heard another 
voice from heaven, saying, Come forth, my people, our of her, 
that ye have no fellowship with her s ins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues: for her sins have reached even unto heaven, and 
God hath remembered her iniquities. Render unto her even as 
she rendered, and double unto her the double according to her 
works: in the cup which she mingled, mingle unro her double. 
How much soever she glorified herself, and waxed wanton, so 
much give her of torment and mourning: for she sai th in her 
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall in no wise see 
mourning. Therefore in one day shall her plagues come, death, 
and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with 
fire; for strong is the Lord God who judged her. And the kings of 
the earth, who committed fornication and lived wantonly with 
her, shall weep and wail over her, when they look upon the 
smoke of her burning, standing afar off for tho fear of her tor
ment, saying, Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! 
for in one hour is thy judgment come. And the merchants of the 



earth ~eep and mourn over her, for no man buyeth their mer
chandise any more; merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious 
stone, and pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scar
let; and all thyine wood, and every vessel of ivory, and every ves
sel made of ~ost precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and 
marble; and cmnamon, and spice, and incense and ointment 
and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine fl~ur, and wheat: 
and cattle, and sheep; and merchandise of horses and chariots 
and slaves; and souls of men. And the fruits which thy soul lusted 
after are gone from thee, and all things that were dainty and 
sumptuous are perished from thee, and men shall find them no 
more at all. The merchants of these things, who were made rich 
by her, sh~l stand .afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping 
and moummg; saymg, Woe, woe, the great city, she that was ar
rayed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and decked with gold 
and precious stone and pearl! for in an hour so great riches is 
made desolate. And every shipmaster, and every one that saileth 
any wither, and mariners, and as many as gain their living by sea, 
stood afar off, and cried out as they looked upon the smoke of 
her burning, saying, What city is like the great city? And they 
~t dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and mourning, say
mg, Woe, woe, the great city, wherein all that had their ships in 
the sea were made rich by reason of her costliness! for in one 
hour is she made desolate. Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye 
saints, and ye apostles, and ye prophets; for God hath judged 
your judgment on her. And a strong angel took up a stone as it 
were a great millstone and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with 
a mighty fall shall Babylon, the great city, be cast down, and shall 
be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers and minstrels 
and flute-players and trumpeters shall be heard no more at all in 
thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft, shall be found any 
more at all in thee; and the voice of a mill shall be heard no more 
at all in thee; and the light of a lamp shall shine no more at all in 
thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be 
heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the princes 
of the earth; for with thy sorcery were all the nations deceived. 
And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of 
all that have been slain upon the earth (Rev. 18:2-24). 

Well, what boots it? Does any of that really niatter? To the 
deaf and the blind and the hard of heart, it does not matter at all. 
To those who are sensitive to spiritual verities, it matters a great 
deal. 

One day - when the trumpet sounds ·and the powerful voice 
of the Son of God calls the good and bad out of hades to stand be
fore him in judgment - one day ... it will matter to all of us. "Ev
ery knee will bow . . . every tongue will confess." 

Well, why bring all this up when we are just getting set to cel
ebrate a New Year? It is because the Master of earth, and sea, and 
sky has commissioned his children to be watchmen and to sound 
the alarm. If we do this, and do it well, he will be pleased with us. 
But if we fail, then . . . 0, then . . . what will you do in the end 
thereof? 

I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore 
hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy hand. Yet if thou warn 
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the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, 
nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniq
uity; but thou hast delivered t~y soul. Again, 
when a righteous man doth turn from his_ righ
teousness, and commit iniquity, and I ·lay a 
stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because 
thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in 
his sin, and his righteous deeds which he hath 
done shall not be remembered; but his blood will 
I require at thy hand. Nevertheless if thou warn 
the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and 
he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he 
took warning; and thou hast delivered thy soul 
(Ezek. 3:17 -21). 

Again, 
For behold your calling, brethren, that not many 
wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called: but God chose the foolish 
things of the world, that he might put to shame 
them that are wise; and God chose the weak 
things of the world, that he might put to shame 
the things that are strong; and the base things of 
the world, and the things that are despised, did 
God choose, yea and the things that are not, that 
he might bring to nought the things that are: 
that no flesh should glory before God. But of 
him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption: that, according 
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord (1 Cor. 1:26-31). 

The smart and the rich and the powerful and the 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBK03 
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impudent will know that they are ignorant, and 
poor, and weak, and shameful on that fateful day. 
When Jesus comes to reward his servants, it won't 
matter- then. if your name is known or unknown, if 
you have billions or nothing, if you are robust or de
bilitated ... what will count - and it will be the only 
thing that counts - is whether you name is written 
in the Lamb's book of life. 

If your name is written there, then rejoice with 
great joy. · 

If your name is not in that heavenly register, then 
your misgiving will be blank and eternally unbearable. 

"Godliness is profitable for all things." 
We repeat these Bible warnings because as we 

face another year it is important for us to commit to 
sticking close by the sacred scriptures and exhibiting 
an unwearied obedience to divine precepts. 

Let po man deceive you, you cannot enter the fi
nal rest -without sacrifice and dogged submission to 
the Wisdom of the Eternal One, exhibited in the 
powerful Voice that made heaven, and earth, and all 
that in them is. 

When vice is daring, virtue must not be sneaking. 
Let us not be among those who are ever dying 

but never dead. P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 . Fp 
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Wish I Understood 
By Mark Sloan 

P lease help me understand. Why is the Lord's 
church divided? Is it because of what unin
spired men say or is it because of what in

spired men have written? 
Why has the gospel of Christ, so beautiful and 

easy to understand, been corrupted into something 
grotesque and baffling? 

Why do we make heroes out of those who teach 
"another gospel," and villains out of those who 
"preach the Word"? 

How can we say we love souls lost in sin, but do 
little to teach them the gospel? 

Why appoint men to serve the Lord's church as 
elders, deacons, preachers, and Bible class teachers 
who are not qualified? 

Why support with the precious souls of our chil
dren - and money - institutions of higher learning 
that refuse to teach the whole counsel of God? 

Why do we wonder that marriages, and families 
fail, when we offer so little Bible instruction from 
pulpit and classroom on family and home? 

Why hold "gospel meetings," but do little to in
vite the community? 

Why teach on church discipline, but fail to re
prove a brother or sister when they fall back into the 
world? 

Why do we fail to refuse a factious man after a 
second and third admonition? 

Why do we fight each other so? Have we not yet 

Share 
Firm Foundation 
with your friends 

relatives 
or congregation. 

Call today for your free copies. 

(888) 36 7-6216 

learned that we are one day to be called before the 
Lord and answer for deeds done in the flesh? 

How much longer are we going to "bite and de
vour one another"? 

How much longer are we going to sit on our 
hands and allow the false religions to hold sway? 

How much longer will we walk with our heads 
down, our eyes unseeing, and our ears closed to the 
cries of those lost in sin? 

Why are brothers who serve as shepherds of the 
flock of God disobeyed by the very brethren who 
thought them qualified to serve the congregation? 

I've tried be kind. 
I simply wonder why? 
The Bible says: 

And let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works: Not forsaking the assem
bling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as you see the day approaching (Heb. 
10:24-25). 

jesus said: 
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you; depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity (Matt. 7:21-23). 

I need to understand why we are so busy, and 
yet, why so little is done. 

Maybe what is needed is more of us asking 
"questions." 

I know that more of us need to get in the work of 
our Savior. 

I hope and pray that we will because, "there is a 
day appointed in which God will judge the world" 
(Acts 17:3 1)- that judgment that will begin at "the 
house of God" (1 Pet. 4: 17). 

God bless. 
1309 West Panola St. 
Carthage, TX 7 5 633 
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Antinomianism: Revival of an Old Heresy 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Among the many false teachings emerging 
from the caldron of the Change Move
ment is the teaching that since Christians are 

under grace they are not therefore under law. If 
they love God and their neighbor, they have ful
filled all their obligations to their Creator and Savior. 
Promoters of this view see the New Testament as a 
love letter from God rather than a code to which 
Christ's disciples are amenable. Granted this is a very 
soothing doctrine and full of comfort to those 
who prefer to walk the path of their own choosing 
and live by their own standard. However, it is not 
from God! In fact it stands in clear contradiction to 
heaven's revealed will. 

This doctrine is a revival of an ancient heresy 
called "antinomianism." The following quotes help 
put it in focus. The term derives from the words, anti 
(against) and nomos (law). Antinomianism is "an op
position to law, specifically, a rejection of the idea that 
the Christian's life need be governed by laws or rules" 
(Concise Diet. of Christian Theology). "It refers to the 
doctrine that the moral law is not binding upon Chris
tians as a rule of life. In a wider sense it is applied to 
the views of fanatics who refuse to recognize any law 
but their own subjective ideas which they usually 
claim are from the Holy Spirit" (Baker's Diet. of The
ology, p. 48). John Agricola, co-worker of Luther, 
"taught that Christians are entirely free from the law. 
... He took this ground from fear of works-righteous
ness, wrongly thinking that 'justification by faith 
alone' demanded this" (Ibid. pp. 48-49). 

"The spiritualization of the law into the one pre
cept of love to God, taught and exemplified by Jesus, 
encouraged some over enthusiastic devotees to be
lieve they had been exalted to such a height of spiritu
ality and over mastering love to God that they needed 
to have no regard to moral precepts or to outward 
conduct" (Schaff-Herzog, Vol. 1, p. 196). Almaric of 
Bena (d. 1204 ), "maintained that 'to those constituted 
in love no sin is imputed'" (Ibid. p. 197). 

From M'Clintock and Strong's Cyclopedia we 
glean the following insights: ''Antinomianism abso
lutely withers and destroys the consciousness of hu
man responsibility" (Vol. I, p. 265). "It prophecies 
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smooth things to the sinner going on in his transgres
sions and soothes to slumber and the repose of death 
the souls such as at ease in Zion" (Ibid. 265). 
M'Clintock also says, "ihe error in antinomianism 
lies chiefly in the sharp contrast which it draws be
tween the law and the gospel" (Ibid. p. 266). 

Fundamental Errors of Antinomians: 
• They fail to understand that while salvation is a 

free gift of God's grace, God has made reception of 
it conditional on obedience (Heb. 5 :8-9). Thus God 
commands repentance (Acts 17:30) and baptism 
(Acts 1 0:48). 

• They fail to distinguish between the Law of 
Moses which has indeed been abrogated (Rom. 7:4 ), 
and the law of Christ to which Christians are now 
amenable Gohn 12:48; Rom. 8:1-2). 

• They fail to understand that while we are saved 
by God's grace and mercy (Eph. 2:8-9) and not by a 
law system such as the Hebrews once struggled un
der, we still must be obedient to our Savior Christ 
(Matt. 28 :20). His will for us is revealed in his New 
Covenant. 

• They must deny the many verses of the New 
Covenant which speak of Christ's will as our law. 

"The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" frees 
us from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2). 

When we bear the burdens of others, we "fulfil 
the law of Christ" (Gal. 6:2). Those who are new
creatures, "walk by this rule" (Gal. 6:15-16). Chris
tians live under "the perfect law" of liberty Games 
1:25). Christ has a royal law Games 2:8). Sin is trans
gression of the law (1 John 3:4). The words of Jesus 
will judge us Gohn 12:48). In the judgment the 
books will be opened and we will be judged out of 
the things written in the books (Rev. 20:12). 

• They fail to understand that the two great com
mands to love God and our neighbor (Matt. 22:37-
39), are illustrative of all other laws, the foundation 
upon which they rest. They are not the only laws. 
Such summaries are common in scripture (See Mic. 
2:8; Ps. 15:1-5; Ps. 24:3-5; Hab. 2:4). 

• Because of their faulty · understanding of 
Christ's gospel they mistakenly embrace the errors of 



Calvinism; namely salvation by grace alone, enabling 
grace and enlightenment by the Holy Spirit. 

• Because they hold a faulty understanding of le
galism, they wrongly conclude that anyone who 
loves, honors, and obeys the Will of God is a legal
ist. If that were so Jesus would be a legalist (He b. 
5:8-9). 

•Like religious liberals of the 19th and early 
20th centuries they hold a utopian view of 
humanity's ability to live by love without law. The 
old liberal's dream collapsed in the face of two 

World Wars and the horrors of Communism.· The 
antinomian theory cannot survive the realities of hu
man life and conduct. 

• Our antinomians mistakenly think they have 
found something new and different, when in reality 
it is an ancient heresy that has deceived men in gen
erations past. 

Observers of the promoters of change will note 
that everything old is new again. 

10630 West Foxfire 
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Who Shall Become Your Teacher? 
By Andrew D. Erwin 

I n hoping to aid fellow young men who are seek
ing to preach the gospel, in what is ultimately 
their quest for preparedness, I wish to submit for 

consideration the following thoughts concerning our 
institutions of higher learning and consequently their 
respective Bible departments. To think that such con
sideration is unnecessary or schismatic is likely the 
result of a lack of knowledge or a lack of care for the 
present crisis facing the church of our Lord regard
ing the institutions which are supposed to be teach
ing sound doctrine. It is with great sorrow and dis
pleasure that such efforts as this must be made. Nev
ertheless, any young man wishing to make a life out 
of preaching must be aware of the doctrine (or lack 
thereof) that is being taught in our brotherhood 
schools. 

When a young man is choosing an institution to 
attend, that student is choosing who the men will be 
that help mold him into the preacher that he will be
come. Such an important decision as this should be 
made thoughtfully, prayerfully, and wisely. It could 
indeed prove to be a costly mistake if a student 
chooses to rush into something as important as his 
knowledge and ability to understand the Sacred 
Oracles. May we never have a lackluster attitude to
ward such decisions. Rather, let us act with the delib
erate intent and hope of working for the greater 
good of the church and our fellow man. 

A student of the scriptures must seek out men 
like Paul. We need to find those men who will take us 

under their wing and commit to us doctrine that is 
not only worth teaching, but is also worth repeating 
(2 Tim. 2:2). The wild ideas being taught by some 
Bible departments are hardly worth teaching and the 
only reason they should be repeated is to warn oth
ers (Rom. 16:17). Will your mentors be men with 
proven track records for teaching and preaching the 
Bible? Or will you have some Athenian-type nemesis 
of the truth always seeking something "new" (Acts 
17:21). 

We should also consider how we will eventually 
look back on our college days. Will we look back 
with fond memories of beloved teachers who taught 
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truth and were willing to help us to teach others? Or 
will we look back with frustration because we had to 
spend our class-time arguing the case for the inspira
tion of the scriptures, the one church, or proper 
Christian worship with an antagonistic professor of 
error? Personally speaking, I would not listen to such 
thoughts for free much less pay someone for them. 

Herein lies the truth of the matter, there are un
trustworthy schools among us. And if we examine 
them closely, we will find that they are not in all ac
tuality even claiming to teach sound doctrine as we 
might consider it. In fact, they have done the exact 
opposite. They are placing known menaces to the 
church in key administrative positions, and are hir
ing notorious misfits of error to teach the Bible to of
ten unlearned minds, both in the classroom and 
upon their lectureships. These schools often scoff at 
any inquires by the prospective student (or even the 
student's parents) concerning whether the old paths 
will be taught. Horror stories of their shame of con
servative brethren, both past and present, stagnantly 
surround their campuses as slime-ridden motes to 
anyone who loves the men whom they question and 
the legacy such champions of the faith have left be
hind. These people are persistent to do what they 
want to do regardless of who they hurt. Young men 
and parents, do you want to give your hard earned 
money to support such a work as that? They have 
made their position known. It is time for young men 
of the church and their parents to make their posi
tion known. 
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If we choose to be educated by one of these 
places and become dissatisfied, then it is our own 
fault. We could not be considered victims in such 
cases. In reality we "got what we paid for." Which 
among us would pay for a bucket with a hole in it? 
Then why will we pay for the words of broken cis
terns? The prophet Jeremiah cried out, "My people 
have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, 
The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves 
cisterns, Broken cisterns that can hold no water" Oer. 
2:13). Have we become like those unfaithful chil
dren of God in the long ago? What reason could we 
possibly have for forsaking the opportunity to learn 
sound doctrine for the grief that awaits us from hear
ing lies and hypocrisy? Surely such a decision as this 
cannot be pleasing to God. 

Young men of the church, who shall become your 
teacher? Shall it be the word of God with all author
ity or the opinions of men? Do not feel like your de
cision to choose sound doctrine over wishy-washy 
words will go unnoticed. If we stick together, I pray 
that eventually these questionable institutions will 
notice that we will not tolerate their error; the solid 
schools among us will notice our appreciation for 
their work and be encouraged to continue to "fight 
the good fight"; the church will notice the renewed 
quality of the preachers returning from school; and 
ferven tly I pray that our God and Father will notice 
that through his help we prevailed yet again. 

Our generation can have a great impact on the 
future of the Lord's church if we will act as God 
would have us to. We can and must make a differ
ence. Let us learn from, and give our full support to 
those institutions and schools of preaching that love 
and honor truth. May we all grow in the grace and 
the knowledge of our Lord (2 Pet. 3:18). Dear breth
ren, may we become even stronger in the Lord as the 
years pass by learning to use sound judgment while 
we are young. 

Up to Bethany 
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(We continue a reprint of brother McCord's studies in Revelation. We also continue to acknowledge our debt 
to the inimitable Hugo McCord.) 

1'They Lived and Reigned With Christ 
a Thousand Years" 

By Hugo McCord 

M uch speculation has emerged over John's 
reference to a reign with Christ of a thou
sand years (Rev. 20:1-6). A survey of 

opinions as to the meaning shows three principal 
theories: premillennialism, postmillennialism, and 
amillennialism. 

The word millennium means a thousand-year pe
riod (mille, a thousand, and annum, year). The pre
fix pre means before. So premillennialism presents 
the idea that Jesus will come before the thousand 
year period. The prefix post means after. Hence, 
postmillennialism suggests that Jesus will come after 
the thousand years. The prefix a is a negative. There
fore, amillennialism says that there is no millennium 
either before or after Jesus comes. 

Premillennialism teaches that when Jesus comes 
he will raise up the righteous dead in a first resurrec
tion, but will defer raising the wicked until after the 
millennium. Actually, 1007 years after the Lord's 
coming, for the idea is that at the second coming 
(parousia) of Christ he will raise the· righteous dead 
into the clouds for a seven-year "rapture," while 
down on the earth a seven-year period of intense suf
fering, called the "great tribulation," the world expe
riences. At the termination of the seven-year rapture 
and tribulation, Jesus at his third coming 
(epiphaneia) will descend with his saints from the 
clouds and begin an earthly reign at Jerusalem to last 
1,000 years. 

During that millennium Satan will be bound in a 
bottomless pit, the Jews will be converted and re
turned to Palestine, temple worship with animal sac
rifices will be restored, wolves and lambs will feed 
together, and man's life will be lengthened. 

Shortly before the termination of the millennium, 
Satan will be released from the pit for a little season. 
Then at the end of the millennium a second resurrec
tion will bring the wicked dead from their tombs, and 

the world-wide battle of Har-Magedon will follow. 
When the wicked are vanquished, the final judgment 
will send everybody either to heaven or hell. 

Obiections to Premillennialism 
Many are the Bible objections to the premillennial 
theory. The only passage in the Bible that mentions a 
millennium (Rev. 20:1-6) does not assert that the 
righteous dead will rise and reign with Christ for a 
thousand years, but only the souls of some martyrs. 

Necessary to the theory is that the "first resurrec
tion" be a resurrection of bodies, but the idea has to 
be read into the text. Fundamental to the theory also 
is that the reigning with Christ will be done on this 
earth, but that too has to be read into the text. And 
one has to assume that the passage is talking about 
Christ's second coming, for that too is not specified 
in the text. 

Specifically, then, four essentials to the 
premillennial theory are absent from the only pas
sage that mentions a thousand-year period, namely: 
(1) that all the righteous dead, not merely the mar
tyrs, are involved; (2) that a resurrection of physical 
bodies, not merely of the souls of some martyrs, 
takes place; (3) that the passage deals with the sec
ond coming of Christ; and (4) that the passage makes 
the millennial reign earthly. Furthermore, the alleged 
distinction between the second coming of Christ, his 
parousia, from the third coming, his epiphaneia, 
seven years later, is refuted by Paul when he speaks 
of the epiphaneia tes parousias, the brightness of his 
coming (2 Thess. 2:8). Paul used both words in de
scribing one coming. 

Premillennialists cause prophecy (Dan. 2:44; 
Mark 1:15; Acts 2:30; Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9) to fail 
when they say that the kingdom spoken of by Daniel 
to be established in the days of the Roman Empire 
(63 B.C. -A.D. 476) has been postponed until an 
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alleged third coming of Christ. Premillennialisrs 
hold that David's tabernacle (house or dynasty, Amos 
9:11-12) will nor be restored until J esus comes the 
third time, bur James held that Gentiles were to be 
allowed entrance into the church because David's 
tabernacle had in the first-century A.D. been re
stored (Acts 15:15-18). It is difficult to believe that a 
theory requiring the church to be j ewish only can be 
a Bible doctrine. 

Further premillennialists, in holding to an al
leged postponed kingdom theory, are forced to say 
that the church though planned eternally (Eph. 3:10-
11), and reflecting God's glory forever (Eph. 3:20-
21), is but an interim arrangement, an afterthought, 
a stop-gap measure, because the j ews rejected and 
killed Christ. 

If they had accepted Christ, according to the 
theory, the kingdom would have been set up, and the 
church would never have been brought into exist
ence. Assuming the church-dishonoring doctrine 
were true, one wonders what will happen if the jews 
reject Christ the next time he comes. Will a second 
gap-filling church be established? 

10 

In addition, premillennialists fail to understand 
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how God has fulfilled the Old Testament promises: 
(1) the land promises to Abraham were fulfilled under 
joshua Oosh. 21:43; 23:14) and Solomon (1 Kings 
4:21-25); (2) the restoration promises were fulfilled 
under Cyrus Oer. 25:11-13; Ezra 1:1-3); and (3) the 
spiritual promises were fulfill ed under Christ (lsa. 
2:2; Acts 2:17; Isa. 11:1; Acts 13:12-23; Isa. 11:10-
11; Rom. 5:12). But premillennialists hold that none 
of the three promises is as yet fulfilled but will be dur
ing the alleged earthly reign of Jesus. 

As to the alleged earthly reign, no descendant of 
Coniah will ever reign in Judah OeL 22:29-30), but 
Jesus is of the genealogy of Coniah Oechoniah, Matt. 
1: 17). jesus knew that he would never reign on an 
eanhly throne anywhere, and so he calmed the fears 
of governor Pilate by the assurance, "My kingdom is 
not of this world" Oohn 18:36). 

Finally, the Bible doctrine that there is one future 
resurrection of all men, good and bad, at the same 
time Oohn 5 :28-29) forbids two future resurrections 
separated by 1,007 years. At the same time that Jesus 
will be glorified in his saints, he will punish the 
wicked (2 Thess. 1:7-1 0). 

Postmillennialism 

Postmillennialism holds that the Gospel as leaven 
will so permeate the peoples of all nations that a pe
riod of universal peace will be enjoyed for a thou
sand years preceding Jesus' coming. The Jews will 
have been converted and will enjoy the millennium. 
The thousand years will, however, just before Jesus 
comes, be marred by a brief apostasy and a world
wide war. Afterward, Christ will come, raising all 
people from their graves, and stand before them in 
final judgment. Alexander Campbell was a 
postmillennialist, believing that the Jews will be con
verted, and that his magazine, Millennia/ Harbinger, 
was paving the way for an earthly period of bliss. 

But jesus indicated that only a few people would 
be believers when he makes his next appearance 
(Luke 18:8). Furthermore, Jesus predicted not a 
worldwide conversion before his coming, but that 
the wheat and tares would be growing together until 
the end of the world (Matt. 13:30, 39). One person 
will be taken, and another left (Matt. 24:37 f). The 
Lord did nor picture all ten of the virgins as being 
prepared to greet him at his coming (Matt. 25:2-13). 
Instead of universal conversion, at his second coming 
"all the kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
him" (Rev. 1:7). Postmillennialism then, like premil
lennialism, contradicts the scriptures. 



Alllillennialism 
Amillennialism sees the difficulties in both the other 
theories, and because of them simply denies that there 
ever will be an earthly millennium, before or after the 
Lord's next advent. Amillennialists do not see a period 
of universal conversion at any time, but say the millen
nium is a symbolic description for a long time of spiri
tual prosperity. To them, John's statement that Satan 
would be bound for a thousand years is now being 
fulfilled. It cannot be gainsaid that biblically Satan's 
power was greatly limited by Jesus when he cast out 
devils (Matt. 12:22-29) and when Jesus arose from 
the grave (Heb. 2:14; Rev. 1:18), but to say that Satan 
is, now bound and not deceiving the nations seems at 
variance both with practical experience and with 
Peter's seeing him as a roaring lion going about seek
ing whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Amillennialists see John's "first resurrection" as 
not bodily, but symbolical of a resurrection of prin
ciples. Some see the Protestant reformation, liberating 
the Bible, as the first resurrection. Others see the res
toration movement of the 19th century as the first 
resurrection. However, if one sticks to the text, he 
cannot settle for either a bodily resurrection (as the 
premillenialists expect) nor a resurrection of prin
ciples (as the amillennialists aver). Textually, the first 
resurrection applies only to martyrs: their souls living 
and reigning with Christ a thousand years. What this 
means actually or symbolically is cloudy. The only 
sure thing is that those souls reigning with Christ will 
have to do it before he comes, because at his coming 
he will cease his reigning (1 Cor. 15 :24). Some have 
made baptism the first resurrection, but if this is true, 
all baptized people will go to heaven, for they cannot 
be hurt of the second death who experience the "first 
resurrection" (Rev. 20:6). Such a doctrine leads to the 
impossibility of apostasy. Though amillennialists 
avoid some difficulties found in both the .other theo
ries, they have unsolved problems of their own. 

To me, what John meant by the millennium is 
unclear, but the overall thrust, namely, that God is in 
charge, that he will take care of his own, and that Sa
tan will be defeated, comes through clearly and un
mistakably. Speculations about the millennium are 
not only futile, but have resulted in much harm. Such 
disaster in the church would be avoided if everyone 
says he does not know what the millennial doctrine 
means, but he knows that those on God's side cannot 
lose. 5535 East Evergreen, #7505 
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Sunday, Jan. 11 
9:00 a.m ..... Be Strong and Courageous •........... Bob Stapleton 

10:00 a.m .... Stones of Remembrance .•.....••........•.... Burt Jones 
7:00 p.m ..... Congregational singing led by Burt Jones 
7:30p.m ..... Give Me This Mountain ......•.....•....•.... John Gipson 

Monday, Jan. 12 
9:00a.m ...•. God's Gift of Jericho ...••......••..•.....•. Robert Dodson 

10:00 a.m ..... Failure at AJ ...................................... Ernie Christie 
Speak, for Thy Servant Heareth (Ladies) 
...............•..•...........•...................... Becky Blackmon 

11 :00 a.m ...•. Joshua's Farewell to Israel ....... Ferman carpenter 
1:15 p.m ..... The Cities of Refuge ........................... John Hobbs 
2:15p.m ..... Joshua Exhorts the Leaders of Israel 

.••.....•..•.•......•...........•..•...•..•.•...••.• Weldon Langfleld 
3:15p.m ..... Open Forum on Preachers and Their Work 

Hardeman Nichols, Gary Workman, Owen Cosgrove 
4:30 p.m •.... Brown Trail School of Preaching Alumni Dinner 
6:30 p.m ..... Congregational singing led by Danny Manuel 
7:00p.m ....• The Day the Sun Stood Still •.••.•...• Bert Thompson 

Tuesday, Jan. 13 
9:00 a.m .•.•• The Story of Gideon ............................ Jeff Jenkins 

10:00 a.m ..•.. Learning from Samson ..............•.....•..•..• Scott Harp 
Is the Young Man Safe? (Ladies) ...••.• Cindy Colley 

11:00 a.m ..... They Old What Was Right in Their Own Eyes 
..........•........••....•......•..•...•........•..•.•...... Glenn Colley 

12:00 p.m ..... "Truth In Love• TV Program Luncheon 
2:00p.m ..... The Ark of the Covenant ..•..•..•.••.•• Tommy Haynes 
3:00p.m ..... Open Forum on Elders and Their Work 

Hardeman Nichols, Gary Workman, Nobel Patterson 
6:30 p.m ..... Congregational singing led by Noble Patterson 
7:00p.m ..•.. A Generation That Knew Not God .•.••• Neal Pollard 
8:00p.m ..... Thou Art the Man ................................ Dan Jenkins 

VVednesday,Jan.14 
9:00 a.m ..... Saul's Decline and David's Rise •.•...•.• Glen Walton 

10:00 a.m ...•. Uzzah and the Ark ..••......••......•....•....• John McMath 
The Story of Ruth (Ladies) ...•...•..• Suzanne Barker 

11 :00 a.m ..... Tell It Not In Gath ..................................... Bill Keele 
12:00 p.m .•... Honor to Whom Honor Is Due Luncheon 

Goebel Music, Honoree 
2:00p.m ••.•. A Step Between Me and Death .•.••••• Foy Forehand 
3:00p.m ••... Open Forum on Deacons and Their Work 

Hardeman Nichols, Gary Workman, Owen Cosgrove 
6:30 p.m .••.. Congregational singing led by Joe Chase 
7:00 p.m ....• Give Us a King ..•...•..•..•.•..•.•••....•..•.•.•• David Heater 
6:00p.m ..... The Sweet Psalmist of Israel .....• Charles Williams 

-Brown Trail Church of Chrlst-
1801 Brown Trail • Bedford, Texas 

P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 282-6526 

About tour blocks north of Highway 183 (DIFW Airport Freeway) 
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Modern Medical Mayhem 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

I t was one of the most gut-wrenching things I 
have ever had to witness. During my under 
graduate years, I worked part-time at a facility 

that cared for Alzheimer's disease patients. Day after 
day I would watch family members come to care for 
their loved ones. And day after day, they would leave 
in tears having not been recognized by their own 
spouse or children. Ailments of dementia such as 
Alzheimer's disease and Parkins()n's tear at the very 
roots of many families across this nation. As such, 
millions of research dollars have been spent looking 
for a cure. In fact, one can barely watch the evening 
news without hearing about the latest scientific dis
covery. Without fail, most of these research reports 
discuss the "potential" benefits of fetal tissue or em
bryonic stem cells. The media has inundated us with 
the idea that unless we use tissue from aborted babies 
or embryos, we will never be able to conquer these 
dreaded diseases. But is this the truth? 

Do aborted fetuses and leftovers from in vitro 
fertilization offer a cure? The truth is, we have been 
fed a lie, a lie that the media continue to use to jus
tify the 1.2 million infants killed by abortion each 
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year (see http://www.apologeticspress.org/rr/rr2002/ 
r&r0207a.htm) and the 400,000 embryos that have 
been plunged into the icy depths of liquid nitrogen 
(http://www.apologeticspress.org/inthenews/2003/ 
itn-03-17 .htm). We are continually told about the 
"potential" benefits of these embryonic tissues. But 
science has shown otherwise not once, but twice! 

In a telling article titled "Strike Two for Trans
plants," Gretchen Vogel lamented:. "For the second 
time, cells transplanted from fetuses into brains of 
Parkinson's patients have failed to show a significant 
effect." She went on to note that the double-blind 
study "failed to produce significant improvements in 
patients' movement but caused serious side effects in 
more than half the patients" (2003 ). Not only did 
the aborted fetus tissue not help, it actually hurt in 
some cases! C. Warren Olanow and his colleagues 
conducted the collaborative study, which consisted 
of 34 patients, in an effort to determine the effects of 
transplanting fetal nigral neurons [nerve cells] into 
Parkinson's patients. Parkinson's patients, ranging in 
age from 30 to 75, received tissue transplants that 
were obtained from one to four aborted fetuses. 
Thus, in 12 cases, the tissue from four aborted fe
tuses was required to try and "cure" one Parkinson 
patient. I wonder if Mr. Kinsley would condone four 
human beings killed in an effort to save one himself? 
All told, 59 aborted fetuses were used in this study. 
So what was the end result after using nigral cells 
from 59 aborted babies? The authors observed that 
"there was no overall treatment effect" (2003, 
54:405). They went on to conclude "Furthermore, 
unanticipated and potentially disabling off-medica
tion dyskinesias [difficulty moving] developed in 
greater than 50% of patients. We cannot therefore 
recommend fetal nigral transplantation as a therapy 
for PD [Parkinson's disease], at this time" (p. 413,). 
As Ms. Vogel noted, however, this was not the first 
time this type of procedure has failed. She wrote: 
"The first major study of the technique, led by Curt 
Freed of the University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center in Denver, ended in controversy when it 
failed to help patients overall and left some with 
frightening uncontrollable movements" (as reported 



in Science, March 16, 2001, p. 2060) [Vogel, 2003]. 
So we now have multiple clinical trials that conclu
sively show no effect (and even detrimental effects in 
some cases) of having used the fetal tissue. 

So why, then, is this not front-page news? Why 
haven't Time magazine and CNN made this a lead 
story? The sad fact is that the media are not inter
ested in anything that will call Roe v. Wade into ques
tion. Our country upholds and parades any scientific 
"breakthrough" that might be of "potential" benefit 
to patients with Parkinson's or Alzheimer's disease. 
Yet when these "potential breakthroughs" are shown 
to be "potential killers," nothing is said, and the sci
entific data are ignored. Thus, the confetti from the 

parade gets swept under the rug, and the only thing 
the American people can remember is what a grand 
parade it was. How much longer will we stay in the 
dark? 
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The Making of the King James Version 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n his book, God's Secretaries: The Making of 
the King James Bible, Adam N icolson relates the 
riveting story of how historical events unfolded 

to culminate in the translating of the most influential 
English Bible the world has ever known. Fondly 
known as the "King James Version," the designation 
seems historically justified from the active part taken 
by England's King James in organ izing the transla
tion and blessing the finished product with his ap
proval. 

A few months after James ascended the throne in 
1603 he called a conference of churchmen and theo
logians to discuss issues amiss within the Church of 
England. Nothing positive resulted from the meeting 
with the exception of a proposal for a new transla
tion of the scriptures. This by no means met with 
unanimous consent. But it did meet the approval of 
the man who mattered the most. James seized the 
opportunity and thus launched in Jan uary of 1604 
the initial makings of the King James Version. 

The king himself took a leading part in organiz
ing the work of translation. Six panels of translators, 
composed of 47 of the most capable scholars in En
gland, divided up the work. T he Old Testament was 
entrusted to three panels, the New Testament to two, 
and the Apocrypha to one. As each committee com
pleted their assignment the d raft translation of the 

whole Bible was reviewed by a smaller group of 12 
men, two from each panel. The final draft was then 
sent to the printer. From 1604 to the published date 
of 1611, the King James Version was seven years in 
production. 

In another volume entitled, In the Beginning: The 
Story of the King james Bible and How It Changed a 
Nation, a Language, and a Culture, Alister McGrath 
lists the 15 rules drawn up and approved as guide
lines for the translation process. Of interest is the 
fact that the new translation was to rely heavily upon 
previous English ve rsions of the Bible, with special 
signifi cance attached to the Bishops' Bible of 1568. 
T hat the King James Version would be a revision and 
not a new translation per se is reiterated in the pref
ace, "The Translators to the Reader." Here the au
thor states, "We never thought from the beginning, 
that we should need to make a new translation." 
Rather, as translators they understood their purpose 
was "to make a good one better, or out of the many 
good ones, one principal good one." 

The finished product did not lack for critics. Per
haps none was more forthright in his condemnation 
than Dr. Hugh Broughton, a skilled linguist himself 
who had been preparing his own revision for 30 
years. When the new version appeared he replied 
with this colorfu l critique: 
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The late Bible was sent to me to censure which 
bred in me a sadness that will grieve me while I 
breathe, it is so ill done. Tell His Majesty that I 
had rather be rent in pieces with wi ld horses 
than any such translation by my consent should 
be urged upon poor churches .... The new edi
tion crosse th me. I require it to be burnt 
(Nicolson, p. 228). 

Since the translation process is not as exact a sci
ence as some would prefer; and because literally 
thousands of interpretive decisions go into the mak
ing of any translation or revision of the Bible; it is in
evitable there are going to be sincere disagreements 
where human judgment plays a part. Still, 
Broughton's criticism seems incredibly harsh ~n light 
of the fact that he goes on to imply that the KJV 
"translators might be damned on the day of judg
ment for their work" (Benson Bobrick, Wide as the 
Waters: The Story of the English Bible and the Revo
lution It Inspired, p. 257). 

In retrospect one must acknowledge that the pub
lishing of the King James Version was certainly the 
very best English Bible that had thus far been pro
duced. One might suppose, then, that immediately 
upon publication the new translation would be readily 
accepted by the masses, especially since it was com
missioned by royalty. But such was not the case. The 
simple truth is that the new translation was initially 
regarded with polite disinterest. There was no over
whelming reception. No fanfares of welcome or acco
lades of praise occasioned its publication in 1611. 
Criticism from both Catholic and Protestant sources, 
coupled with the people's familiarity and love for the 
Geneva Bible of 50 years earlier, ensured its failure to 
gain initial widespread acceptance. 

Time would alter that negative reaction. Within a 
hundred years the King James Version was deserv
edly hailed a classic and generally viewed as one of 
the high points of English literary achievements. On 
more than one occasion li terary critics have re
marked that the two most influential works in shap
ing of the English language are the writings of Will
iam Shakespeare and the 1611 King James Bible. No 
other translation of God's word has held sway over 
English speaking people more than the beloved King 
James Bible. Its popularity speaks for itself as it re
mained the number one selling English translation 
till1989, and then ecl ipsed only by the New Interna
tional Version. 

With advance of time, however, it is inevitable 
that any translation must undergo revision. This is 
no less true for the King James Version. It has passed 
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through many editions and has been revised consid
erably over the years . In fact, the whole history of 
Bible translation in any language is a history of re 
peated revision and correction. There are several 
reasons why the King James Version deserves further 
revision, none of which reflect upon the translators' 
high caliber of work produced in 1611. 

First, languages change. Words become archaic 
and antiqua .. ed over time. Terms take on different 
meanings or fall out of use altogether. Renditions 
that were clear 400 years ago may now seem am
biguous or even nonsensical to one unacquainted 
with Elizabethan language of the 17th century. Who 
would not agree that the apostle's statement, "Ye are 
not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your 
own bowels" (2 Cor. 6: 12), could be clarified by re
vision? One recent pub lisher to recognize the need 
for revision and modernizing of language within the 
King James Version was the Thomas Nelson Corpo
ration of Nashville, Tennessee. In 1979 they pub
lished the New Testament o?"'the New King James 
Version and the entire Bible in 1982. 

Second, revision is imperative because of our ad
vancement in linguistic studies over the past 400 
years. In 1611 the KJV translators did the best they 
could with what they had. The result of their labors 
was a brilliant translation of God's word. But the 
translation and revision process is such that it is pos
sible to make the best even better. With in their pref
ace that accompanied the original publication of the 
King James Version the translators include an honest 
admission pertaining to some difficulties they en
countered concerning obscure words in the original 
languages, especially Hebrew, about which they were 
uncertain of the meaning. Marginal notes, often 
omitted in current printings of the KJV, indicated 
where these variant meanings exist. But conjecture in 
translation inevitably results in mistakes. Knowledge 
of the Hebrew language is much more advanced to
day than it was in 1611. 

A final reason why revision is necessary pertains 
to the underlying text on which revisions and trans
lations are based. Advances in textual criticism have 
resulted in the possibilities of a superior text than 
that available in 1611. Modern discoveries have al
lowed scholars to produce a standard edition of the 
Hebrew Masoretic text of the O ld Testament un
available in the 17th century. For the New Testament 
the trans lators in 1611 had no more than 25 late 
Greek manuscripts. While today there are 5,358 
known New Testament manuscripts and fragments. 



And, while textual variants among the various manu
scripts do not sacrifice doctrinal principles, the mod
ern science of textual criticism does allow us to be 
more exact pertaining to the original readings of the 
biblical text. 

The reader need not suppose that a ca ll for 
revisional efforts or the betterment of an underlying 
text to improve Bible translations is a liberal posi
tion. Nor does it reflect on the reliability and authen
ticity of God's inspired word. One of the greatest 
and most conservative biblical scholars to have ever 
lived was brother J .W. McGarvey. W hen discussing 
the benefits of modern textual criticism, however, he 
states that this science now allows us to possess "a 
far purer text than has ever been seen by any prev i
ous generation since t he sacred autographs disap
peared" (Evidences of Christianity, p. 56). Another 
scholar of the same caliber was brother Guy N. 
Woods. He was asked if the Greek text used for the 
KJV, commonly called the "Received Text," was su
perior to that used some 300 years later in the trans
lation of the ASV of 1901. He replied, "No. Q uite 

the contrary is true" (Questions and Answers, Vol. 2, 
p. 242). 

In 1536 William Tyndale was strangled and 
burned at the stake by Catholic autho rities for trans
lating and distributing the English Bible within his 
native country. As he died he cried his last words, 
"Lord, open the King of England's eyes!" Unknown 
to Tyndale God's providentia l hand was already at 
work. A few months ea rlier King Henry VIII had 
granted permission for the circulation of an English 
Bible, a translation largely based upon Tyndale's pre
vious work. Over the next 75 years a number of En
glish translations and revisions wou ld appear until 
the King James Version made its debut in 1611. As 
number nine in the sequence of printed English 
Bibles, the King James Version today preserves more 
than 80 percent of Tyndale's translation of 1526. In 
tribute to the King James Version of the Bible we say 
thanks be unto God for one of the greatest transla
tions of holy scriptures that ever blessed the human 
race. Rt. 2, Box 67 
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-"Singing with Grace''-
raughr for 3 evenings (Sun.-Tues.) by 

Burt Jones 

.)) Leaa·n to 
~ Read music 
~ Lead singing 
~Sight read easily 
~Increase enthusiasm 

for congregational singing 

)I "I have conducled approximately 900 singing schools throughout the brother-
hood. Brother Burt Jones does an outstanding job with his 'Singing with Grace' Burt .Jones 
singing schools. He is the only man I know that does this on a full-time basis as a Song leader, song writer for 40 years 
mission work. He has both the experience and the credentials. Your congrega- B.S. Music Education 
tion would be well served to schedule a singing school with brother Jones at your Gospel Preacher 
earliest convenience." - Ralph Casey, song leader, Georgia Instructor, West VIrginia School of Preaching 

)I "We had Burt Jones visit our congregation initially to assist us in our congregational singing. We have asked him back to conduct both 
a singing school and gospel meeting. Excellent!" - Carl Garner, gospel preacher, Dripping Springs, Texas 

)I "The 'Singing with Grace' singing schools have obviously been received throughout the brotherhood with much enthusiasm. I recom
mend this singing school very highly!" - Emanuel Daugherty, Director, West Virginia School of Preaching, Moundsville, WV 

To schedule your singing school 
1 • 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

As amazing as it may sound, change agents in 
the church undertake to revamp the church 
of Christ by glamorizing her image a Ia · Hol

lywood or Madison Avenue. 
The misguided idea is to repackage the church so 

as to fool the consumer into buying the image and 
not the substance. 

This sounds slick and workable, but is hardly 
honest. Max Lucado recently announced that the 
Oak Hills Church of Christ will be renamed Oak 
Hills Church. This is not scripturally wrong, but it is 
morally questionable. Lucado stated in his an
nouncement that the change in name is to get away 
from the unfavorable (his judgment) public percep
tion of the church. 

What is the albatross the church must carry, ac
cording to this critique? 

The burden Lucado considers unbearable and in
supportable is the stubborn insistence that to be 
saved one must diligently persist in dogged obedi
ence to every precept and principle of the New Cov
enant. 

Determined submission to the rules and regula
tions of the law of Christ is regarded by some as 
damaging to the reputation of the church and must 
be abandoned. 

While not stated in words that are openly defini
tive of their avowed purpose, some ACU professors 
and her president have pushed this agenda in the tril
ogy called "Heart of the Restoration Series,,, pub
lished by ACU Press. 

It is evident in the writing of these Bible depart
ment teachers that they are humiliated by the 
ploughboy preachers who have had the gall to simply 
say to the general public that obedience to divine 
rules must be persnickety if the author of sacred leg
islation is to be pleased. 

Some of our dear brothers choke on this and, 
while they do not want to say that the Bible may be 
cast aside, they do say that we ought to tone it down 
and make it more palatable to our denominational 
neighbors. 

It is true that we must speak the truth in love 
(Eph. 4: 15), but this objective must not altar our 
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love of the truth (2 Thess. 2: 1 0), because if we do 
that we cannot be saved. Our souls are purified by 
our obedience to the truth (1 Pet. 1:22)- and we 
might observe that our love of truth is to be as un
feigned as our love of the brethren. 

Truth frees from the tyranny of sin ijohn 8 :32). 
Truth is the only path to God Uohn 14:6). Truth sets 
the child of God apart in holiness ijohn 17:17). 
Truth purifies the soul (1 Pet. 1:22). Our worship is 
not acceptable to God unless it is in truth ijohn 
4:24). Lovers of truth hear the voice of Jesus ijohn 
18:37). Truth confirms the promises given to the fa
thers (Rom. 15 :8). We rejoice in truth (1 Cor. 13 :6). 
The truth seals the saved with the Holy Spirit of 
promise (Eph. 1:13). God creates the new man in 
holiness of truth (Eph. 4:24). Truth causes us to hear 
and know the grace of God and brings hope (Col. 
1:5-6). Truth brings salvation in sanctification of the 
Spirit (2 Thess. 2: 13). To be saved we must come to a 
knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4 ). Truth produces 
godliness (Titus 1:1). Truth assures our hearts before 
God (1 John 3:19). 

On the negative side, There is no truth in Satan for 
he is a liar Uohn 8:44). Evil men hinder the truth in 
unrighteousness (Rom. 1: 18). Factious people obey 
not the truth, but obey unrighteousness (Rom. 2:8). 
Those who do not have the love of the truth cannot be 
saved (2 Thess. 2: 1 0). Those who believe not the truth 
shall be judged and condemned (2 Thess. 2: 12). To 
suppose that godliness is a way of gain is to be bereft 
of truth and corrupt in mind. Some are ever learning 
but never able to come to knowledge of the truth (2 
Tim. 3:7-8). Some turn from truth to fables (2 Tim. 
4:4). False teachers cause the way of truth to be evil 
spoken of (2 Pet. 2:2). He who says I know God but 
does not keep the commands of God is a liar and the 
truth is not in him (1 John 2:4). 

Truth is too important and valuable to be ob
scured with ambiguous language. 

We must speak "with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth." The saved must be scrupulous in 
"handling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 
The church of the living God is the pillar and ground 
of the truth (1 Tim. 3: 15). 



There must be no political spinning in presenting 
the truth of the gospel. We callously expect some puff 
(hot-air) on the part of those trying to sell us a car, or 
cereal, or vitamins, but puffing is unworthy of one 
seeking to point us to the truth of God's revealed 
word. We must be honest ... open ... above board ... 
in declaring the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Deception is sin. 
Let no man deceive you with empty words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the sons of disobedience. Be not ye there
fore partakers with them; For ye were once 
darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk as 
children of light (Eph. 5:6-8). 

The covenant God made with the sons of Jacob 
at Sinai is frequently called the law (Rom. 3:2, Ps. 
19:7, John 10:34; Rom. 2:17). 

The new covenant God offers to make with 
earthlings through his Son - the gospel - is also 
called the law (1 Cor. 7:39; Rom. 8:2; 1 Cor. 9:21; 
James 1 :25). 

james 4:12 tells that there is one lawgiver, mean
ing Christ. 

Plainness is one thing that is absolutely necessary 
in human laws. Where the law is not clear, keeping 
the law is not possible. Ignorance of the law is not an 
excuse for violating it, but deliberate vagueness, 
haziness, and uncertainty in a law that has teeth of 
punishment for violation is cruel and unjust. 

God has used simplicity in his laws. He speaks to 
us plainly. Moses said of the Sinai covenant: 

For this commandment which I command thee 
this day, it is not too hard for thee, neither is it 
far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest 
say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring 
it unto us, and make us to hear it, that we may 
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do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, 
and bring it unto us, and make us to hear it, that 
we may do it? But the word is very nigh unto 
thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou 
mayest do it (Deut. 30:11-14). 

When God spoke to Adam and Eve in the para
dise of Eden, He used bare, simple words - "of the 
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye 
touch it, lest ye die." Eve knew and understood the 
law. 

When God speaks to sinners through his Son, he 
is equally as plain - "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved." 

It would be a very great wickedness if God pun
ished us for not keeping laws we cannot understand. 
For this reason it has always been conceded that those 
suffering from a mental imbalance and incapable of 
understanding plain language are exempt from the 
punishment of the law of God. This principle - ev
erywhere recognized and accepted - tells us in 
clarion tones that the law of God is transparent and 
unadorned ... it is basic, pure, simple- even stark. 

Anything else would be unworthy of God. 
For the supposed friends of God to take this 

blunt and unadulterated law and glitz it up to the 
point that is no longer plain is also cruel ... wicked 
... unworthy. 

The rule that God and his prophets must make 
divine requirements so easy to comprehe~d that 
"even he who runs may read and understand," has 
an underside, which is that because God is love, then 
his word must not be presented in a harsh and dis
courteous way. 

Make it plain, but make it kind. Make it clear, 
but make it appealing. Make it both understandable 
and attractive. 

Still, on the bottom line, no matter how thought
ful and careful the presenter of eternal truth may be, 
there are those who have no love of truth, but are 
captivated by unrighteousness, and who will be of
fended by anything other than an outright denial of 
God himself. 

We dare not accommodate the worldly demand 
that saving truth be sacrificed on the altar of human 
ignorance and prejudice. We have no license to deny 
special creation because effete and hubristic advo
cates of academia demand the foolishness of evolu
tionism to be in vogue. In the same way we must 
never- never- deny the essentiality of baptism for 
remission of sins because some are blinded by the 
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Calvinistic delusion that sinners are saved by grace 
only through faith alone - and that works have 
nothing to do with pleasing God. 

"And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and made 
trial of him, saying, Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life? And he said unto him, What is written in 
the law? how readest thou? And he answering said, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. And he 
said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and 
thou shalt live" (Luke 10:25-28). 

"And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, 
trying him: Teacher, which is the great commandment 
in the law? And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second like (unto it) is this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments the whole law hangeth, and the 
prophets" (Matt. 22:35 -40). 

Jesus unmistakably taught that justification, under 
either the first or the second covenant, is attainable 
only by keeping the commands of law. Loving God 
supremely entails obeying every command affecting 
our relationship with God; loving fellowman requires 
obeying every rule dealing with our relationship to 
our fellow human creature. 

In other words, Jesus said, Keep the law - all of 
it. 

He gave us an example for this: 
nwho in the days of his flesh, having offered up 

prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 
unto him that was able to save him from death, and 
having been heard for his godly fear, though he was a 
Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suf
fered; and having been made perfect, he became unto 
all them that obey him the author of eternal salvation 
(Heb. 5:7-9). 

"This do and thou shalt live." 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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A Word to Lawyers 

Baptism in water, into the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, as 
commanded and instituted by the Lord Jesus 

Christ, answers a similar purpose in the Christian 
Religion, when properly administered to a believing 
penitent or person of contrite heart, that "Livery of 
Seisin" did under the old Common Law of England, 
in the conveyance of estates of freehold - namely, a 
perfection of title, by corporal delivery of possession 
through symbol. It is a corporal delivery by symbol 
the most striking and significant the mind and heart 
being right through faith and repentance of the great 
freehold, viz: remission of sins, by God the grantor, 
to man the grantee, and as actual investiture of the 
individual in the righteousness of Christ, with the 
promised in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit and hope of 
eternal life, to be retained and attained by a faith
ful continuance in well-doing; walking by faith, and 
not by sight, or hearing, or human conceit, or ani
mal impulse; to the sure and well-attested promises 
of the Sacred Word, by which, through the Holy 
Spirit, we are made partakers of the divine nature, 
and rejoice in the glory of God after death. So I un
derstand the Living Oracles; which, unlike those of 
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the Delphi, are not ambiguous, or hard to be under
stood. 

See Blackstone's Commentaries, vol. ii. pp. 311-
12 original conveyances, feoffment, etc. and then con
sult the following scriptures, where the design of bap
tism is spoken of as first administered by John the 
Baptist, to prepare a people for the Lord; to give 
knowledge of salvation unto said people, by the remis
sion of their sins, and to make known the Lord to Is
rael. The re-enactment of the same by the Lord him
self, after his resurrection, and just before he ascends 
on high, to be crowned King of the Universe, and 
Priest forever, after the order of Melchisedek, at the 
right hand of God; and the interpretation the apostles 
gave said commission, and the manner in which they 
carried it into execution after the Lord's assumption: 
Matthew 3:5-6; Mark 1:4-5; Luke 1:77, 3:3; Mat
thew 28:19; Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38, 22:16; Ro
mans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-27; Colossians 2:12-14; 
Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 3:20-21 (the notice was signed, 
DISCIPULUS). 

(This piece first appeared in The Millennia! Har
binger, Jan 1851, p. 48). 



Open LeHer to Max Lucado 
November 20, 2003 
Mr. Max Lucado 
Oak Hills Church of Christ 
19595 IH-10 West 
San Antonio, TX 78257-9508 

Dear brother Lucado: 
I recently visited your website (maxlucado.com) 

and have a few comments I hope you will see. I read 
your paper, Baptism - The Demonstration of Devo
tion, which lays out the position you and the elders at 
Oak Hill take with regard to the necessity of baptism 
for salvation. 

To start with, baptism is the place where we are 
transferred from the power of darkness into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son - through the power of 
Jesus' blood. 

We know this through a combined reading of 
Matthew 28:19 and Colossians 1:13-14. The con
nection here is unmistakable. 

The biblical witness tells us that Christ's blood is 
the spiritual ink that signs us over to God and causes 
the Almighty to write our names in the book of Life 
... it is the purchase price for our souls (Acts 20:28). 

Baptism is the place where you are signed over to 
God. If you do not go through that "title transfer" 
process, then you are not the property of God; no 
scriptural exceptions exist on this point. 

Additionally, baptism is the place where we en
ter into a covenant relationship with God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. If you are not 
in their possession, then you are in the possession of 
Satan (Rom. 6:16-23). There is no in-between
state ... you are either God's slave or you are Satan's 
slave. 

You mention the thief on the cross in your pa
per as an exception to the black-and-white nature of 
salvation ... and to prepare the ground for the rest 
for your points. 

We both know that the thief was not amenable 
to the new covenant because it was not established 
in his lifetime. Christ had not died yet (Heb. 9:15-
16). 

The dying thief is not an exception. Christ had 
the power to forgive sins while on earth during his 
ministry, the entirety of which took place under the 
old covenant (Mark 2:5-12). 

Christ sealed the new covenant with his blood 
and we must rely on the inspired text of the 
gospel as our guide for receiving salvation and for
giveness of sins. 

The Holy Spirit teaches in scripture that baptism 
is the place where the faith of man (produced by the 
hearing of the word of God) meets grace, which is 
God's free gift to us in Christ. 

The Holy Spirit also makes it clear that you can
not be saved without obeying the command to be 
baptized, because without baptism you cannot be put 
"into Christ" (Gal. 3:27). If you are not "in Christ," 
you are not a recipient of God's grace. 

Baptism is where the blood of Christ cleanses and 
makes us new creatures (Acts 2:38, Acts 22:16, Rev. 
1:5) . 

As you know, brother Lucado, Jesus put water 
between the unsaved person and the eternal king
dom (John 3:5). 

Baptism is the act of crossing over the threshold 
into the house of God. For someone to choose not to 
obey this command as prescribed in scripture means 
they are not born from above. 

Having read your paper on baptism, all I have to 
say in conclusion is that the sacred scriptures do not 
support your view. 

You make baptism an outward symbol of inward 
grace, which is a classic error of Calvinism. 

Baptism is much more than that. 
It is my prayer that one day, before it is too late, 

you and the elders at the Oak Hills congregation will 
discover your condition before God. 

I have written this letter because I care about 
your souls. It would be wonderful to see you turning 
back to the way of the truth ... back to Christ and 
the church. In Christ, 

Scott Taft 
19118 Waverdale Ct. 
Houston, TX 77094 

FF 
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Non-Instrumental Worship 
By Alta May Lumbard 

(Alta May Lumbard was a music teacher for over 40 years and taught at the college level. She was employed 
as an organist by denominational churches. She received training at Huron University, Huron, S.D.; Northwest
ern University, Evanston, III.; University of Kentucky, Lexington, Ky.; Mozart Conservatory, Salzburg, Austria; 
and ]uilliard School of Music in New City. She was baptized into Christ May 1, 1966. She wrestled with the 
instrument question for a few years but eventually accepted New Testament teaching on music in worship. Alta 
May Lumbard died January 6, 1992. Please read her fine article thoughtfully. It is well worth your time.
Charline Lemonds Sexton) 

T he people in this church of Christ were so 
warm and friendly that it made me want to 
understand why they worshiped without in

strumental music. (It was a temptation to me tore
spond by going forward right away.) But I felt I 
would be a hypocrite to identify with them and thus 
show my gratitude in a false way. So I was very 
pleased when they began a study of music in the 
church. Incidentally, this study had been planned be
fore they knew me. This was exactly what I was 
wanting to know - why they felt as they did about 
instrumental music in a worship service. At the out
set I was certain that I would be able to refute any 
points they might bring up. I began a dose search of 
the Bible to get my "ammunition" ready to shoot 
down their defense of non-instrumental music in a 
worship service. 

It occurred to me that their singing without the 
help of an instrument was just a carried-over "coun
try" custom based on ignorance of cultural change or 
lack of funds to buy an instrument. The increased 
spiritual aspect of singing unaccompanied had not 
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occurred to me, although I recalled how thrilling it 
had been to sing with an a cappella choir when in 
college. As I became better acquainted with the 
church members, I found them to be highly intelli
gent and far from the "country" classification. The 
lessons given were intellectual and thoughtful; this 
certainly could not have risen from ignorance of the 
world of today. My respect for their sincerity in their 
worship grew. 

During their study of music in the church, sev
eral members took part in the discussion. One per
son remarked that instrumental music had an emo
tional rather than a spiritual appeal. While thinking 
about this, I came to realize that the words were the 
spiritual part of a hymn, not the music. More 
thought about this convinced me to admit to myself 
that the pieces I had played on the organ for church 
services had been deliberately chosen for their emo
tional appeal, not for spiritual depth. Music I had 
chosen for choirs which I directed had been chosen 
for its dramatic, emotional, or entertaining appeal to 
the congregation. My "house of cards" was begin
ning to collapse! I had always felt that God had given 
me this musical talent and that I was using it to glo
rify him. But when I thought honestly about it, I 
remembered how pleasant it was to have people 
compliment me on the music I had played or the mu
sic the choir had sung. How proud I was to "per
form" a difficult Bach Prelude and Fugue! I had not 
been glorifying God; I had been glorifying myself! 
Actually I had presented a theatrical performance of 
organ music. My "house of cards" tumbled down 
further. 



Thinking about the choirs I had directed brought 
back memories of how people in the denominational 
churches would complain to me as "Minister of Mu
sic" about this choir member's fancy hair-do, or that 
choir member's dangling earrings, or one choir 
member's trying to "steal the show" by singing too 
loud and drowning-out the rest of the choir, or a 
choir member who looked over the congregation to 
see who was in attendance and what they were wear
ing or several choir members whispering to each 
other during the service. All these complaints were 
true and proved to me that a choir was a distraction 
to worship, not a contribution to the spiritual atmo
sphere of a worship service. 

When a soloist "performed' in a worship service, 
the congregation who listened were judging the 
color and quality of his or her voice, the physical ap
pearance, and mannerisms of the soloist. The spiri
tual import of the words or message of the song were 
just incidental. Remarks made to me by members of 
the congregation after these solos showed some solo
ists to be star entertainers, and other soloists disliked 
for one reason or another. Again I realized that the 
choir's part in the worship service had been a 
theatrical performance with very little spiritual im
pact. 

When hymns were sung by the congregation ac
companied by the organ, which was supposed to 
support and make the congregational singing better, 
the singing was half-hearted with scarce attention 
given to the meaning of the words. Some members 
stood with open books and closed mouths, watching 
and listening to others who participated. Any mem
ber brave enough to sing loudly and whole-heartedly 
was the recipient of stares and smiles from other 
members of the congregation. The portent of the 
words of the hymn was definitely overlooked. To 
me, now, the message in the words of a hymn is more 
meaningful without instrumental accompaniment. 
Congregational singing in all churches of Christ 
which I have attended far surpasses that of any 
church I had been associated with which used instru
mental accompaniment. The emotional impact of the 
words of the hymn is sincere worship and all mem
bers participate from their hearts in the churches of 
Christ. Again, I really began to capitulate when I had 
to agree that instrumental music was a "frill" added 
to a service of worship. Instrumental music and 
choirs, I realized, were really used as an attraction to 
get people to attend church. People had actually said 
to me, "I go to church to hear the music." I must 

confess I had done the same thing when I attended a 
church where my organ teacher was playing - just 
to hear him play. The realization had come to me 
that the appeal of a church should be its pervading 
spiritual atmosphere. This spiritual atmosphere was 
what had first attracted me to the church of Christ. I 
was hungry for the spiritual food from a serious con
centrated study of God's word. I still feel like a 
"babe" in Christ with a "desire for the sincere milk 
of the word." 

In the beginning I thought, "They can't ask me to 
give up playing for churches. That's my profession. 
That's the way I make my living. Would anyone else 
be asked to give up his trade or vocation? It's just not 
fair!" Then I remembered how some fishermen, a tax 
collector, and a tent builder had given up their voca
tions to follow Jesus. The financial reward I had 
been receiving from playing an organ for the de
nominational churches became insignificant to me. I 
had faith to believe that all things would work out 
for good, that God would take care of me, and he 
certainly has. My class of piano students had greatly 
enlarged, and I am financially ahead. 

I love the church and Jesus Christ more than ever 
before. It is my prayer that God will continue to per
fect my Christian citizenship in his kingdom. 

(Special thanks to David C. Dugan of Sparta. 
Mo., for making this available to us.) FF 
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Arguments Against Instrumental Music 
in Worship 

A Review of the Arguments listed in Ceasefire 
Ending Worship Wars through Sound Theology and Plain Common Sense, 

by Perry C. Cotham, (Orange, CA: New Leaf Books, 2002) 

by Larry Murdock 

I n his chapter entitled "Sing On, Ye Joyful Pil
grims," Perry C. Cotham writes, "This issue [in 
strum ental music in worship] has become divi

sive once again as it was a century ago. A lot of emo
tional pain and suffering have been felt over the divi
siveness of this issue." In his book, brother Cotham 
attempts "to make an honest, objective statement of 
both sides of the issue" and urges "each reader ... to 
carefully and prayerfully study the issue and decide 
for oneself" (Cotham, 136). Brother Cotham, how
ever, admits the inadequacy of his list because "entire 
volumes can and have been written on this issue" 
(Ibid.). 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, for some
one to "decide for oneself" without "carefully and 
prayerfully" studying this divisive question. I would 
like to give some prayerful attention to the eight ar
guments that Cotham lists "against instrumental mu
sic in worship" and respectfully suggest that we get 
back to more basic ground in the study of this sub
ject. 

First, I suggest that the heading "Arguments 
Against Instrumental Music in Worship," being 
couched in a negative phrase, should rather read ''Ar
guments for Singing Acappella in Worship." This 
change would rescue the eight listed arguments from 
the shadow of a negative, dreary, ho-hum existence, 
and give them the standing and image they deserve. 
Since the command to "be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 
5:19-21) is accomplished by the participles speaking 
to yourselves, singing, and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord, giving thanks, and submitting to one 
another in the fear of God, and since singing is a spe
cific way to carry out this positive command of the 
Holy Spirit, we should want to put the phrase in a 
positive light. 

Brother Cotham's list of eight arguments is cop
ied below in his own words without any comment. 
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A brief review follows. 
1. Singing is clearly authorized in the New Tes

tament. 
2. There were commands to use instrumental 

praise in the Old Testament, but there are no such 
commands in the New Testament. 

3. There is no example or narrative describing 
early Christian usage in worship. 

4. The argument from silence must be respected. 
5. The historic argument, while not conclusive, 

is important. 
6. A practical argument, while not conclusive, 

carries weight. We all can agree that acappella music 
is acceptable to God and is highly appropriate, 
though we cannot agree on the Scriptural authority 
and appropriateness of an instrument in worship. 

7. A more recent argument: acappella music per
formed skillfully is the best kind of music in the world. 

8. Another practical argument: God made the 
human body with its ability to communicate with 
speech and music. 

Singing Is Clearly Authorized in the New Testament 
This is indeed the most powerful and the most com
pelling argument for acappella singing in worship. But 
I fear that some may not fully appreciate this argu
ment. It seems the word authorized has fallen on hard 
times. I think the word has taken on the connotation 
of "arbitrariness." Therefore, this argument may seem 
powerless to the modern mind. More will be said 
about "authorization" toward the end of this review. 

Arguments Two and Three 
Arguments two and three are corollaries to number 
one. A corollary is an idea that "incidentally or natu
rally accompanies or parallels" another idea. Argu
ment number one naturally suggests the next two. 
For instance, there is no command to use instru
ments in New Testament worship (argument #2), 



nor is there an approved example or necessary infer
ence (argument #3). Since the Holy Spirit authorizes 
Christian thinking and behavior by express com
mands, approved examples, and/or necessary infer
ences, we can conclude that there is no authorization 
of the use of mechanical instrumental music in wor
ship services. It does not surprise the Bible student 
that we would draw this conclusion. The diligent 
Bible student knows that the "principle of exclusion" 
is embedded within the "principle of authorization." 
From other examples in the scripture we have 
learned that when God authorizes a specific action 
such as making melody in the heart to the Lord, he, 
in the same breath, excludes the action of making 
melody on a heartless instrument to the Lord. This is 
not an argument from silence (argument number 
four). It is an argument from the Spirit's express 
command (argument number one). 

The Historic Argument, 
While Not Conclusive, Is Important 

Argument-number-five in Cotham's list calls history 
to witness, but this argument also naturally follows 
as a corollary to the first. In other words, nothing in 
history makes us rethink the conclusion that we have 
reached based upon the express command of the 
Spirit as given in argument-number-one. 

Argument Number Six 
Argument-number-six, called a "practical argument," 
is the result of following the Spirit's command to 
sing. In fact, we could say that this is the intended re
sult of following the Spirit's word. Since we should 
endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace (Eph. 4:3), we should keep the command of 
the Spirit to be filled with him by "speaking to one 
another" in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, sing
ing and making melody in the heart to the Lord, giv
ing thanks to the Father in the name of the Son, and 
submitting to one another in the fear of God" (Eph. 
5:18-21). We should not be surprised that when 
Christians do what we are commanded, there will be 
no divisiveness. This is the sweet, wonderful fruit of 
obeying God in public worship .ass.emblies. VIe can 
worship together in peace! To tnstst on an tnstru-

Change Agents and Churches of Christ 
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ment in worship is divisive. Argument-number-six is 
a strong argument because blessed unity is the divine 
result of following the divine command. 

Arguments Seven and Eight 
In my opinion, arguments seven and eight should be 
rejected because these "arguments" ultimately re
duce the reasons for acappella singing to the aes
thetic level. Once this is done, one opinion is as good 
as another. What is tasteful to me may not be satis
factory for you. On this basis there will be no com
mon ground, only divisiveness. 

The Question of Authorization 
Let us now go back and look more closely at argu
ment-number-one. "Singing is clearly authorized in 
the New Testament." Indeed it is! The deeper and 
more interesting question, however, is "why is this 
statement important?" Why is this a strong argu
ment? Why should young and old be interested in an 
"authorized" act of worship? We must explore these 
questions before we can fully appreciate the power 
of argument-number-one. 

The Example of Moses 
The importance of the authorization question can be 
understood in the light of the example of both 
Moses and Jesus. The book of Exodus tells of Moses' 
quest to receive Pharaoh's permission for the He
brews to go three days into the wilderness to wor
ship the Lord (Exod. 3:18; 5:3,8,17; 8:8, 25-29). In 
connection with this, Moses responded to one of 
Pharaoh's compromises by saying, "We will go three 
days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the 
Lord our God, as he will command us" (Exod. 8:27-
28 NKJV). Pharaoh had tried to arrange (or com
mand) the sacrifices in a way to please himself, so 
that he would not lose control over his slaves, but 
Moses insisted that it be done to please the Lord, not 
Pharaoh. We have no record that indicates that the 
Israelites sacrificed at all during their years of slavery 
in Egypt. Moses implied in Exodus chapter eight and 
stated clearly in chapter ten that the Lord God 
would teach them or "command us" once they got 
into the wilderness, for they did not know what the 
Lord would demand of them as sacrifices. 

Then Pharaoh called to Moses and said, 'Go, 
serve the Lord; only let your flocks and your 
herds be kept back. Let your littl~ ones also .go 
with you.' But Moses said, 'You must also g1ve 
us sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may 
sacrifice to the Lord our God. Our livestock also 
shall go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind. 
For we must take some of them to serve the 
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Lord our God, and even we do not know with 
what we must serve the Lord until we arrive 
there' (Emphasis, LM) (Exod. 10:24-26, NKJV.) 

Moses was expecting instructions from God con
cerning what to offer in worship. He wanted to be 
prepared; therefore the people were told to take all 
their belongings because they did not know what 
God would authorize. "We do not know with what 
we must serve the Lord, until we arrive there." 
Moses was expecting and awaiting authorization. 

The Example of Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 
jesus told the Samaritan woman that God seeks wor
shipers who will worship "in spirit and in truth" 
Uohn 4:21-24). The "spirit" is the place where 
people ought to worship (as opposed to "in this 
mountain" or "in jerusalem"); the "truth" would be
come their authorization. jesus said they who wor
ship in spirit and truth would be called "true wor
shipers" Uohn 4:23 ). Jesus called some others "vain 
worshipers," because they taught as their truth (doc
trines) the vain commandments of men (Matt. 15 :9). 
Truth (authorization) is paramount to true worship. 

The Spirit's authorization for singing in worship 
to God is in Ephesians 5:18-21, and is written here 
in a sentence-flow diagram from the New King 
james Version: 

And do not be drunk with wine, 
in which is dissipation; 

but be filled with the Spirit; 

Speaking to yourselves 
in psalms 

and 
hymns 

and 
spiritual songs, 
singing 

and 
making melody 

in your heart 
to the Lord; 

Giving thanks always 
for all things unto God 

and 
the Father 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

Submitting yourselves one to another 
in the fear of God. 

The words in italics represent Greek participles that 
explain further the action of the leading verb 
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"be filled" (v. 18). This is the authorization Chris
tians need to sing and make melody (literally, pluck 
the strings) in their hearts to the Lord in worshipful 
assembly. 

The singing need not be performed skillfully (as 
in argument-number-seven). The singing need not 
sound beautiful, nor be in harmony with our human 
nature (argument-number-eight). These are notre
quired! What is required is that Christians are "filled 
with the Spirit" by speaking in psalms, hymns, spiri
tual songs, singing, making melody in the heart, giv
ing thanks, and submitting to one another. We know 
that our Lord is pleased, because the Holy Spirit has 
commanded us, just as God "commanded" the Israel
ites in the wilderness. This is the truth. This is autho
rized worship. 

There is then such a thing as authorized corpo
rate worship. These universally recognized corporate 
worshipful practices bring unity to the body of 
Christ in exactly the place where division can be 
most visible. If the church could only come together 
in authorized worship, perhaps it would also pave 
the way for prayerful discussion of other important 
doctrinal differences among brethren. Instrumental 
music in worship divides. 

(Larry Murdock has preached among churches of 
Christ for over 40 years. He is the Director of Dis
tance Learning at Heritage Christian University in 
Florence, Alabama, and may be reached at 
lmurdock@hcu.edu.) 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

•Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Science and Faith: The Age of Things 
By Earle H. West 

One of the most problematic aspects of the 
science/faith relationship has to do with the 
age of things. Scientific estimates place the 

earth's age at roughly 5 billion years, life on earth at 
500 million years, and human kind at 500 thousand 
years. In contrast, many Christians believe the Bible 
teaches that the earth and the universe are relatively 
young. One theologian declared that creation oc
curred on Oct. 21,4004 B.C., at 9:00a.m. This date 
has been shown to be based on false assumptions 
about the biblical record. But after all allowances are 
made, it is difficult to find a biblical basis to extend 
those ages by more than ten or 15 thousand years. 

Reconciliation of these widely disparate views re
quires an examination of the basis on which the sci
entific estimates are made. This article examines how 
some scientists determine age. 

Consider for a moment how we estimate the age 
of things in our everyday experience. We see a baby 
beginning to walk and guess the age to be about one 
year. The basis for this guess is experience which has 
shown that the developmental process from birth to 
walking is from 9-15 months. We see a person with 
gray hair, wrinkled skin, stooped shoulders and a 
hesitant, unsteady walk and guess the age to be about 
80 years. Experience has told us that the normal ag
ing process requires that length of time to produce 
the body we see. To generalize, we observe the cur
rent status of some entity, then project backward the 
known processes involved and calculate age based on 
the rate of these processes. 

This is, in simplified form, how scientists esti
mate the age of things. They use a variety of natural 
processes or "clocks." These clocks run at varying 
speeds and thus are applied to a variety of measure
ments. A clock for timing a horse race would not be 
suitable for timing a round-the-world yacht race. 
One such clock is tree rings. Trees are known to pro
duce a ring of spring growth and a ring of summer 
growth each year. The age of the tree can be deter
mined by counting the rings after the tree is cut 
down. 

For events in historical time one of the most use
ful clocks is the Carbon-14 method. Atmospheric 
carbon dioxide contains a known, stable mixture of 
two isotopes of carbon, C-12 and C-14. In the atmo
sphere C-14 is continually being made from solar ra
diation and being unstable it decays back to C-12. 
The result is a constant ratio of C-12 to C-14 in the 
atmosphere. When atmospheric carbon is removed 
and fixed into living things (e.g. photosynthesis), the 
ratio in that object begins to change due to the decay 
of C-14. The rate of decay is constant and unaffected 
by any known factor. By measuring the ratio of C-12 
to C-14 in a piece of wood, one can estimate when 
the wood was taken from a living tree. This method 
has proved quite useful in estimating the age of vari
ous carbon containing objects such as fabrics, papers, 
tools and other implements of wood. 

Other radioactive decay sequences require a 
much longer time for the decay products to appear 
1n measurable amounts. Thus, while the C-14 
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method is limited to roughly historical time, others 
can be applied to much longer periods. 

Regardless of the clock used, scientific estimates 
of age are always based on backward projection of 
natural processes whose rate of change is known. 
Scientists assume that there are natural causes behind 
all events and their objective is to find what those 
causes are and understand them. This approach is 
called "methodological naturalism," an approach 
which has been essential to the development of mod
ern science. 

So long as the study of the physical world was 
burdened with the idea that events happen in a quix
otic fashion at the mercy of various evil and good 
spirits or by pure chance, so long would the physical 
world remain a mystery largely beyond human un
derstanding. The seventeenth century British scien
tist, Robert Boyle, was one of the earliest persons to 
promote the naturalistic approach in science. For 
him, "a God who could create a mechanical universe 
- who could create matter in motion, obeying cer
tain laws out of which the universe as we know it 
could come into being in an orderly fashion - was 
far more to be admired and worshipped than a God 
who created a universe without scientific law" (Dic
tionary of Scientific Biography). 

Methodological naturalism, in contrast with 
philosophical naturalism, is not at all anti-Christian. 
We are properly thankful that Christian physicians 
look for the physical causes of illnesses and apply ap
propriate medications. The Christian woman may 
properly ask a horticulturalist what causes her flow
ers not to bloom, and then apply a remedy according 
to the laws of nature. Neither medicine nor science 
in general could give us the benefits we now enjoy if 
we were still doing dances to placate evil spirits 
rather than discovering and applying natural law. 

The naturalistic methods of science, useful as 
they are in daily life, are not applicable to created 
things since the concept of creation involves a break 
in the backward projection of natural causes by the 
intervention of a supernatural creative act. This 
backward projection of natural processes, which is 
characteristic both of common sense and of science, 
leads only to more natural processes ad infinitum, 
not to a creative (supernatural) event. When jesus 
performed His first miracle, neither the ruler of the 
wedding feast nor a scientific expert on wines could 
be blamed for assuming that what was brought in 
was fine, aged wine. Only with additional informa
tion could one know it had been instantly trans-
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formed without the involvement of time-consuming 
natural processes. 

Two conclusions rise from these observations. 
First, if a creation ever occurred (and I believe it 
did), regardless of when, there will always be a con
flict between scientific estimates of its age and the 
actual age since there is no scientifically detectable 
marker for a creative act in the backward projection 
of natural causes. Even if those causes are unknown, 
the scientific assumption will always be that they ex-. 
ist and probably can be known. 

Second, scientific theories such as evolution are· 
the inevitable products of naturalistic methodology, 
regardless of the personal philosophy of the scientist. 
Speaking of the origin of life, Hans Gaffron wrote: 

[T]he biologist foresees two possible solutions. 
He will either prove that life arose in an orderly, 
understandable way, or prove that it is not pos
sible to understand it at all ... What exists is only 
the scientists' wish not to admit a discontinuity 
in nature and not to assume a creative act for
ever beyond comprehension (Evolution After 
Darwin, Vol. 1). 

For objects that have come into existence since 
the original creation, their true age and their scien
tific age are the same. But for created objects (i.e. the 
universe, the earth, Adam and Eve), their true age 
and their scientific age are necessarily different. Sci
entific estimates of age, since they assume a back
ward projection of natural causes, will give an "ap
parent" age. It is "apparent" because although de
rived by valid methods it is based on wrong assump
tions about prior natural causes. The act of creation 
has no natural causes lying back of it; yet scientists 
have no way within science to recognize that fact. 
The conflict can be resolved only by knowledge ob
tained outside science. The Psalmist said, "The un
folding of Your words gives light; It gives under
standing to the simple" (Ps. 119:130 NAS). Another 
inspired writer said: "By faith we understand that 
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that 
the things which are seen were not made out of 
things which are visible" (He b. 11:3 NKJ). Genesis 1 
is that inspired account. 425 Southwest Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 
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Worship the King 
By Sidney Capshaw 

H ow fortunate that we can be members of 
our Lord's great church, participate in wor
shiping our God in spirit and know the 

great truths of his word. On any beautiful Sunday 
morning a group of the Lord's people mee t to pay 
homage to our God. As we enter into the building 
there are soft whispers, perhaps the cry of a child as 
we take our places. T he announcements begin so we 
will know who is sick, bereaved, or in need of 
prayers, along with the work of the church. 

The song services begin with the beautiful hanno
nies of songs like "What a Friend We H ave in Jesus" 
and other songs of praise to our God. Please don't 
distract my worship in "spirit and truth" Uohn 4:24) 
by open displays of clapping, swaying, and raising of 
hands. It is difficult for me to see these as in "awe and 
reverence" (Heb. 11 :28) or "decently and in order" (1 
Cor. 14:40). Paul said the Lord does not need worship 
with man's hands (Acts 17:25). Please don't bore us 
with drama and childish little skits during our worship 
that, while entertaining, have no scriptura l basis, do 
not build us up in the faith, and are not strong meat for 
mature Christians. These are more for the aud ience 
and not praise to our God. 

The amens when prayers are offered for the sick, 
bereaved, and work of the chu rch are comforting 
and should be heard by all. Serious looks are on the 
faces of Christians as they partake of the Lord's Sup
per and remember Jesus and the great sacrifices he 
made for us and his church. We end with the preach
ing of God's word, receiving messages to encourage 
us in our Christian living. 

The Lord can help you 
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school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
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(405) 475-2182 

Paul encourages Timothy on behavior in the 
church (1 Tim. 3 : 15). Let us go away remembering a 
quiet, reverent service in the presence of other Chris
tians who have worshiped in spirit and truth and 
have received messages from God's word that makes 
them want to be better Christians so that our fait h 
will be strengthened in t he coming week before we 
journey back to another wo rship service to our God. 

As we reflect on a day of worship, may we re
member that we must be gove rned by Bible author
ity, and, may God help us to understand, in the light 
of Bible teaching, what is authorized; what we must 
do, what we can do, and what we must nor do. We 
have no authority to add d isplays and entertainment 
for the aud ience. It is ou r prayer that these thoughts 
wi ll be of practical value to those who want Bible au
thority in the worship of our God. 
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Fowler Tours for Christians in 2004 

Follow in the Steps of Paul with Dr. Bill Humble, Tour Biblical Sites in Turkey and Greece with 
Oklahoma Christian University, Tour the British Isles with Dr. Jerry Rushford, Visit Alaska with 
Christian Hosts. 

Travel the World with Fowler Tours. 

4040 - "In the Steps of Paul" Lectureship Cruise 
April9-25 
Your New Testament will come alive as you follow in the steps of 
Paul through Italy, Greece and Turkey on this special cruise. Visiting 
Genoa, Rome, Corinth, Athens, Philippi, Ephesus, Perga, Attalia, 
Iskenderun, Antioch, Cyprus, Papos, Crete, Sicily, Naples, and 
Pompeii. 
Directed by Bill Humble. 
Associate directors Dino Roussos and Hulin Fowler. 
Hosted by a number of well-known Christians. 

4041 -A Uterary & Hymn Pilgrimage to England and ScoUand 
May 15-27 
Visiting many sites of literary and historical significance with par
ticular emphasis on history of hymns. Opportunity to sing at the ac
tual sites where many famous hymns were written. 
Sponsored by Pepperdine University. 
Escorted by Dr. Jerry Rushford, Professor of Church History. 

4042 - Oklahoma Christian University 
A Tour of Bible Sites In Turkey & Greece 
May 24-June 7 
This marvelous trip combines a 7-day land tour of the sites 
of the seven churches of Asia plus Istanbul, Colossae and Miletus 
in Turkey, a delightful3-day Greek Isle cruise, and a 3-day visit in 
Greece. 
Hosted by President and Mrs. Mike O'Neal 
and Dr. and Mrs. Stafford North 

4053 -lnfll111J Hawaii Cruise 
May/8-28 
Fly to Honolulu for a visit and cruise to Kauai, Maui, Hilo, Kona 
ending in Vancouver, B.C. Via the Infinity of Celebrity Cruises. 
Hosted by Lawrence Williams. 

4054 - North to Alaska Cruise and Tour 
June 5-15 
Fly to Vancouver and board the Coral Princess for a 7-day Glaciers 
cruise to Whittier followed by a 3-day land tour to Fairbanks, Denali 
Park and Anchorage. 
Hosted by Bob and Sharon Barnhill. 

4043 - Prestoncrest Church of Christ 
Tour of Bible Sites In Greece, Turkey and Haly 
June 11-21 
Visit Athens and Corinth and enjoy a 4-day cruise to the Greek Isles 
and Turkey. Choice of two 3-day options to either Northern Greece or 
to Rome and Pompeii. 
Hosted by Dr. & Mrs. Prentice Meador and Mr. & Mrs. Dino Roussos. 

4059 -Abilene Christian University 
Classic Scandinavia - Russia Cruise 
June 17-24 
Fly to Copenhagen, Denmark, and board the luxurious Grand Princess 
of Princess Cruises for a delightful cruise to visit Stockholm, Sweden; 
Helsinki, Finland; St. Petersburg, Russia; Tallinn, Estonia; Gdansk, 
Polond; Oslo, Norway; and back to Copenhagen. Hosted by Dr. Gary 
McCaleb, VP of ACU and former mayor of Abilene, Texas. 

4044 - BriUsb Columbia and the Beautiful canadian Rockies 
July8-17 
Tour by private motorcoach to Vancouver, Victoria, Whistler, Sun 
Peaks, Jasper, Lake Louise, Banff and Calgary. Magnificent scenery. 
Hosted by Clem and Ann Thurman of Gospel Minutes. 

4045 - Western Caribbean Cruise 
July 10-17 
Board the beautiful Navigator of the Seas in Miami and cruise to 
Labadee, Jamaica, Grand Cayman and Cozumel. 
Hosted by Jack and Mary Alice Wilhelm. 

4046 - Heart of Alaska Tour and Cruise 
July 26-August 8 
Board the Sun Princess in Vancouver and cruise to Whittier via 
Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay and College Fjord. A 6-
night land tour includes Anchorage, the Midnight Sun Express, Mt. 
McKinley Lodge and Fairbanks. Hosted by Willard and Bobbie Tate. 

4047 - Alaska Explorer Tour & Cruise 
July 28-August 9 
Fly to Fairbanks for a 5-night land tour including the Midnight Sun 
Express, Denali Park and Anchorage.Board the Sun Princess in 
Whittier for a 7-night cruise via the Glaciers, Skagway, Juneau and 
Ketchikan to Vancouver. Hosted by John Vaughan. 

Hulin Fowler is pleased to announce that the Fowler Tours name, logo and web site have been reacquired. 
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Hulin Fowler Travel and Fowler Tours are one company now and will operate 
as Fowler Tours in association with Strong Travel Services. 

For free descriptive brochures, call or write: 

-Fowler Tours-
sn4 Westchester Dr., Suite 670 • Dallas, TX 75225 

214-361-0027 or 800-747-5670 



Potpourri ••• 

This corner of the Firm Foundation reflects 
the signs of the times . . . it is intended to 
keep us aware of the decadence threatening 

the people of America. It seems reasonable that if 
people know the moral fabric of our beloved nation 
is rotting, they will rise up and do something about 
it. If they do not, "no man can tell our sudden a ca
tastrophe will overwhelm and bury us and all our 
glory in profound oblivion." 

Anyway, here goes ... 

A River of llerboslty 
OThe Cato Institute reports that The Federal Reg

ister issues 4,167 new rules each year, and currently 
has 74,258 pages. The estimated cost of all these ar
cane rules to businesses and their customers is $860 
billion - or five times the current projected budget 
deficit. Cato says that no one reads, understands, or 
follows the regulations of The Federal Register. 

Porno 
0 A Catholic Church building in central Italy was 

the location of a pornographic film. A man playing 
the part of a priest was filmed having sex with a 
woman playing the bride (Thanks to Elvin DeShazo 
for bringing this to our attention). 

A Preacher? 
OTjhorkild Grosboel of Taarbaek, Denmark, a 

Lutheran minister, was suspended by his bishop after 
telling a newspaper, "There is no heavenly God, 
there is no eternal life, and there is no resurrection." 
He later said he was misquoted, and that he believes 
"in something divine, but not in a God who created 
man and the ant." 

Intelligent? 
Gin a recent article in the New York Times, phi

losopher Daniel Dennett defined a bright as a "per
son with a naturalist as opposed to a super naturalist 
world view. Mr. Dennett added that "we brights 
don't believe in ghosts or elves or the Easter bunny 
or God" (Wall Street journal, Oct. 7, 2003). 

1 Corinthians 1:20 says, "Where is the wise? 
where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this 
world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world?" In other words, Paul, whom everybody 
knows, says of Daniel Dennett, who few know, that 
he is not so bright. 

legal Briefs 
OThe U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd circuit 

upheld the dismissal of a public high-school teacher 
who advocated sex with children. He belonged to 
the North American Man/Boy Love Association, ed
iting its newsletter. 

The same court also upheld a state's exclusion of 
the Boy Scouts from a workplace charity drive be
cause of its policy against openly homosexual Scout
masters (World magazine, Sept. 20, 2003 ). 

Which Way? 
$South Korea's LG Electronics unveiled a new 

cell phone intended to attract devout Muslims. A 
built-in compass points to the direction of Mecca. 

S6ameful 
Cl Father Vladimir, a Russi on Orthodox priest, 

was dismissed by his church because he accepted a 
bribe from two homosexual men to marry them. 

Kendall Harmon, communications director for 
the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina believes 
that the Episcopal Church is "undermining the gos
pel itself" by ordaining a homosexual bishop (World 
magazine, Sept. 20, 2003 ). 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,80o-plus class hours 
• Tuition-tree 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Emanuel B. Daugherty 
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Sfrflage 
ONo longer is the male universe divided be

tween homosexuals and heterosexuals. Now we have 
metrosexuals. These are straight men who act like 
they are gay. 

Metrosexuals obsess over their appearance. They 
preen in front of mirrors. They love to shop. They 
try to emulate the look of the pretty boys in the 
Abercrombie & Fitch catalogs - buff bodies and ef
feminate faces, photographs modeled after gay 
erotica - all, ironically, to attract girls. Though, as 
the coiner of the term, journalist Mark Simpson, 
points out in Salon, metrosexuality is a kind of nar
cissism, the state of being in love with oneself. 

leHers from C6icaso 
0 Earl Davis continues to send us clippings from 

the Chicago Tribune. Here a few samples from his re
cent letters. 

•Carol Marin wrote a column about Willie 
Lloyd . . . former gang-lord. Willie went to prispn 
several times for his drug-related crimes. At last he 
got the message and decided to quit the gang, but 
gang members apparently did not like that, and shot 
him multiple times with an automatic pistol. Willie 
Lloyd is now paralyzed from the neck down (Aug. 
27, 2003). 

•Clarence Page in commenting on the removal 
of the 2.5-ton 10 Commandment monument in Ala
bama pointed out that the U.S. Supreme Court's 
building in Washington D.C. on which a frieze in the 
east portico depicts Moses, among other historical 
lawgivers, holding up two tablets. The entrance to the 
building's courtroom has two tables with the Roman 
numerals I through X, but no words (Aug. 27, 2003). 

•Bible gum is sold in 20 small cartons in a gift 
box ($5) together with 20-foiled wrapped pieces 
with a verse from the Bible ($4 ). So, for $9 you can 
walk with Jesus and chew gum (Aug. 31, 2003). 

•A conference next month (September 2003) 
will celebrate the mass murders of Sept. 11, 2001. It 
will be held in London. The sponsor is Al
Muhajiroun, a Muslim extremist group. Posters pro
moting the conference depict the Sept. 11 hijackers 
as "The Magnificent 19." 

•Tom Levinson's book, All That's Holy, is are
port of his journey through America asking people to 
tell him about how they view God. He concluded 
that most Americans have a kind of fabricated reli
gion concocted out of personal prejudice and having 
little relevance to facts or conviction (Sept. 12, 203). 
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•Dennis Byrne ("Keeping Abortion Questions 
Out of the Hands of Voters," Sept. 8, 2003) says a 
recent scientific poll conducted by the pro-choice 
Center for the Advancement of Women shows that 
only 3 0 percent of women believe that abortion 
"should be generally available to those who want it." 
Seventeen percent said abortion "should be available 
but under stricter limits than it is now"; 34 percent 
said abortion should be against the law except in 
cases of rape, incest, and to save the woman's life," 
and 17 percent said it "should not be permitted at 
all." So, 51 percent want to move existing public 
policy in the direction of the anti-abortion position, 
while only 30 percent favor the absolutist pro-choice 
position favored by most Democrats. 

•The California based Church of Scientology 
opened an office in Brussels to campaign against 
what it sees as discrimination against it and other 
"new religions" in some European Union states. 
Some EU states consider it an unwelcome sect and 
refuse to register it as a religion (Sept. 19, 2003). 

•Leonard Pitts reports (Chicago Tribune, Sept. 
30, 2003) that Muslim Court in Nigeria acquitted 
Amina Lawai of the sin of adultery and excused her 
from the death-by-stoning penalty that Muslim law 
(Sharia) requires. They concluded that it is possible 
for an embryo to gestate for up to five years as op
posed to the more widely accepted nine months. 
That fanciful time frame allows for the possibility 
that Lawai's ex-husband fathered her child. 

•Cook County Illinois now allows homosexual 
men and lesbians to register as domestic partners. It 
is not marriage, officials say, but it does give some 
civil sanction to homosexual unions (Oct. 1, 2003). 

Once again - many thanks to Earl Davis. 

For young teens 

The Other Side of Evolution 
by Jon Gary Williams 

A book on creation/evolution written for teens. It contains 
much facrual, easy·to-read information on fossils, 
comparative arguments, the age of the Earth, etc. In 
addition, it provides an excellent short history of evolution 
and a discussion of the evidences upon which belief in 
creation is based. 65 pgs. paperback 

$4.95 plus $2.50 slh for one book 
add $.50 slh for each additional book 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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OAn openly gay U.S. congressman announced at 

the U.N. recently that he would seek trade sanctions 
against U.S. trading partners that oppose U.N. hu
man rights measures for homosexuals. 

Specifically mentioning Egypt as a target for 
sanctions, Barney Frank, Democrat of Massachu
setts, made the announcement during a meeting of 
homosexuals at U.N. headquarters in New York. 

Buoyed by a "growing level of success at the 
U.N." and a seemingly decisive international cultural 
shift, gay rights advocates met to discuss a multi
pronged strategy, including attacks on traditional 
morality and Christianity, that they believe will ad
vance the complete gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender agenda. 

During a panel discussion, Paula Ettelbrick, ex
ecutive director of the International Gay and Lesbian 
Human Rights Commission, announced a coming 
"showdown with religion" and said that the pope's 
"call to arms" against homosexual marriage would 
be successfully combated. 

Anthony Appiah, a professor at Princeton Uni
versity, said that religion posed "a challenge" to the 
homosexual agenda, and he wondered whether reli
gious freedom ought to be limited. 

There also will be a meeting held in San Diego 
this fall of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender par
liamentarians in order to coordinate these efforts. In 
a flier distributed at the meeting, IGLHRC listed 
some of the laws it considered discriminatory toward 
homosexuals and that should be changed: "Sodomy, 
age of consent and other 'sex act' laws; laws on pros
titution; laws penalizing those wearing clothing of 
the opposite sex; obscenity/pornography laws; de
nial of marriage to same sex partners; denial of mar
riage to trans [gender] people; laws on parenting/ 
adoption." 

The meeting was sponsored by U.N. Gay, Lesbian 
or Bisexual Employees, and illustrates the growing 
influence of homosexual rights advocates at the U.N. 

Poll 
OU.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan briefly at

tended the meeting, and Carol Bellamy, Executive 
Director of the U.N. Children's Fund, sent a message 
of support. 

Over half of all Americans would support the 
banning of gay marriage and would further specify 
that a wedding is for a man and a woman, an Associ
ated Press poll found. 

The survey also revealed that presidential candi
dates could face a backlash if they support gay mar
riage or civil unions, which give gay couples the legal 
rights and benefits of marriage. 

Close to half of those surveyed said they would 
be less likely to support a presidential candidate who 
backs gay marriage (49 percent), while only 10 per
cent said they would be more likely. 

The poll, conducted for the AP by ICR Interna
tional Communications Research of Media, Pa., 
found 53 percent oppose civil unions between gay 
partners, up from 46 percent in an earlier survey. 

Meanwhile, CNN's Quick Vote poll that asked 
"Should marriage be legally defined as only a union 
between a man and a woman?" had 58 percent re
sponding "Yes" and 42 percent "No." 

Coas~oaaiJbaeadateaf 

0 Religious conservatives have declared an all
out legal war to enact a constitutional ban on same
sex marriages. They have reintroduced the Federal 
Marriage Amendment. The measure died in the last 
Congress with no action taken, but this time the pro
posal has 75 House sponsors. 

Senate hearings on the proposal were scheduled 
to begin in September with the support of Senate 
Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn. 

Opponents of the amendment are expressing 
alarm. One unidentified activist told the San Fran
cisco Chronicle: "The gay groups don't mind politi
cians being against gay marriage, as long as it's not 
written into the Constitution. They figure they can 
come back in 10 years when things have calmed 
down and revisit it." 

But social conservatives are intent on getting the 
prohibition written into the Constitution. The Rev. 
Lou Sheldon, head of Traditional Values Coalition, 
noted, "You can't rule a constitutional amendment 
unconstitutional." 

The Chronicle reported, "If the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court rules - as it could any day 
that gay couples have a right to marry in that state, 
the push to amend the federal Constitution will pick 
up more force." 

"President Bush and Attorney General John 
Ashcroft have said they are awaiting the Massachu
setts court's decision to determine how to further 
'codify' that legal marriage remain the union of a 
man and a woman." 

The 1996 Defense of Marriage· Act already re
quires marriage to be between a man and a woman 
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for federal purposes. So is a constitutional amend
ment next? 

The proposed Federal Marriage Amendment 
reads: "Marriage in the United States shall consist 
only of the union of a man and a woman. Neither 
this Constitution nor the constitution of any state, 
nor state or federal law, shall be construed to require 
that marital status or the legal incidents thereof be 
conferred upon unmarried couples or groups." 

Supporters agree that approval of a constitu
tional amendment would be a difficult. Passage re
quires support from two-thirds of the Senate and 
House and three-quarters of the state legislatures 
(Copyright 2003 by United Press International). 

Marry YourseH 
@Perhaps you think you've seen everything. Alas, 

no. Apparently the new trend is people marrying 
themselves! 

We once wrote jokingly that Canada was being 
narrow-minded for limiting marriage to two people. 
Unfair to bigamists, doncha know. Also unfair, it 
turns out, to those who really, really, really like 
themselves. 

Florida's Palm Beach Post newspaper, in a lengthy 
article dominating the features section, gushes that 
one Jeannie Macaluso is marrying herself. 

She has a wedding gown, bridesmaids, 50 guests, 
two showers and all the trappings- except a groom. 
The only other thing missing is her father; she's tear
ful that he'll have nothing to do with her "wedding." 

According to the Post, the stunt is mostly an ex
cuse for the spinster "bride" to furnish her new 
kitchen by scoring payback for all those wedding 
gifts she's doled out over the years. 

Well, at least there can't be a divorce. Or will 
some lawyer be able to figure out that little glitch? 
(News Max magazine, October 2003). 

Queer lisltop 
0 V. Gene Robinson was affirmed by the Episcopal 

Church as a bishop, even though he is a practicing 
homosexual- having left his wife and children to live 
in open adultery with his male partner. At 4,000-
congregant Christ [Episcopal] Church in Plano, 
Texas, David Rosenberry delivered a rousing sermon 
condemning the vote. "There are things in the Bible 
that are not up for grabs," he declared, prompting a 
thunderous ovation (World, Aug. 23, 2003, p. 27). 

It would be interesting to know from the Episco
pal Rector just what commands of God in the Bible 
are up for grabs. It is my guess that the furor will 
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subside and the Episcopal Church will continue its 
downward slide. It long ago sold out to liberalism 
and its conviction is decayed. We shall see. 

Any church that could stomach the writings of 
John A. T. Robinson, bishop of Woolwich, does not 
have much of a foundation upon which to object ef
fectively to a homosexual bishop. In his book, Hon
est to God, Robinson denies every major Bible doc
trine - from the virgin birth to the resurrection. 

Sdrolarsltip 
OStudents at Sweden's Lund University may 

have to start taking mental notes. The Teuters news 
service reported that the university, one of Sweden's 
oldest, is planning to appoint Scandinavia's first pro
fessor of parapsychology, hypnology, and clairvoy
ance. 

An American named Heaven Lord and an Indian 
man who claims to be a medium are among the nearly 
30 candidates to become what the Swedish newspaper 
Aftonbladet is calling Lund's "ghost professor." Two 
other European universities, Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands and Edinburgh University in Scotland, 
already have chairs in parapsychology. 

Brown 
7rail 



Parellf Alert 
OAbby Nye, a student at the University of Illi

nois, wrote in World (Aug. 23, 2003) the following 
warning to matriculating freshmen. 

"One year ago I was an excited college freshman. 
I'd chosen a secular school with the course of study I 
wanted to pursue. I went to college looking forward 
to the courses, new friends, and living away from 
home. I expected to get an education, but what I got 
was a surprise. 

"The first shocker was Freshman Orientation, 
which you should know right now is a terrible mis
nomer. The correct term would be Freshman Indoc
trination. Many schools basically hold students hos
tage for three or four days and attempt to re-pro
gram their brains on matters of moral relativism, tol
erance, gay/lesbian/transgendered rights, postmod
ernism, and New Age spirituality. Orientation skits 
sent messages like, 'it's okay to have premarital sex, 
just use a condom; underage drinking is accepted 
(and expected), but if you have sex when you're 
drunk you have the right to press charges for rape, 
homosexuality is normal, get used to it' And that was 
all before the first day of classes started. 

"The shock waves from Freshman Orientation 
had barely subsided when I received a second jolt. 
Required reading in my English class included not 
Shakespeare or Milton, but essays on why America 
deserved the terrorist attacks of 9/11, why we should 
listen to the Columbine killers, and why 'under God' 
should be removed from the Pledge of Allegiance." 

Miscell•11eous Mlmre 

DThe following is excerpted from National Re
view, Sept. 1, 2003. 

•What makes a person conservative? A team of 
four researchers from Berkeley, Stanford, and the 
University of Maryland has found the answer: "fear 
and aggression, dogmatism, and intolerance of ambi
guity, uncertainty avoidance, need for cognitive clo
sure, and terror management." 

•Congressional inquirers discovered that the 
driveling, moronic thing was partly funded by a 
$1.2 million grant from the U.S. taxpayer. 

•A July Gallup poll, taken after the Supremes' 
Lawrence decision, which found a constitutional right 
to sodomy, shows softening public support for gay is
sues across the board. Forty-eight percent declared 
support for legalizing gay sex, down from 60 percent 
in May. Fifty-seven percent opposed gay civil unions, 

the highest number since Gallup first popped the 
question in 2000. A plurality, 49 percent, did not 
think that homosexuality was "an acceptable alterna
tive lifestyle" - the first vote of no confidence since 
1997. One poll does not a trend make, especially since 
the results of this one are so spongy. That 48 percent 
supporting legal gay sex still tops the 46 percent who 
oppose it. What the numbers may inchoately show is 
a mild anti-gay backlash, perhaps arising from a sense 
of surfeit. How much can we hear about the trials, 
travails, and concerns of a low-single-digit chunk of 
American society? In his 1968 election book, Miami 
and the Siege of Chicago, Norman Mailer reflected 
that he was "tired of Negroes." This, at the very mo
ment that the civil rights movement was mutating into 
the craziness of black power and the insidiousness of 
racial preferences. Is the Gay Moment ticking down 
to 59, 58, 57 seconds? 

•Pink construction-paper hearts adorn the 
walls of the waiting room at Pittsburgh's Allegheny 
Reproductive Health Center, an abortion clinic. One 
heart reads: "To my little angel... You will always be 
my baby. I will see you in heaven, sweetheart. I love 
you." Another: I have a lot of goals to fulfill ... and 
with a child right now, those goals would be impos
sible. We all have freedom of choice, and my choice 
is to wait until I want a child and am married - not 
now." This particular memorial wall is not on a pro
life website; American women can read about it 
where we did: the September issue of Glamour 
magazine. The irony of the words "We all have free
dom of choice," written from mother to aborted 
child, will not escape all of them. 

•Mel Gibson's not-yet-released film, The Pas
sion, is a two hour account of Christ's arrest, trial, 
torture, and execution. It has already been attacked 
by unchristian Christians - that is to say, academic 
theologians - and by Jews whose jobs as interest
group lobbyists require them to keep the pot boiling. 
They accuse Gibson of anti-Semitism and inaccuracy 
on the basis of an unauthorized early script, which is 
a little like judging an article by reading some of the 
reporter's notes. Stunned by the bad publicity, 
Gibson has been showing a rough cut to presumably 
friendly audiences of conservative Catholics and 
Evangelicals. Predictably, he has been attacked for 
that too. Gibson appears to be trying to make a bru
tal and unsparing work of Christian piety - with 
what success, we will not know until it is done. Pa
tience, Mr. Gibson. Fp 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Abraham's Concubines 
uestion: Why is Abraham's second wife re 
ferred to as a concubine? Was Keturah 

Abra am's concubine while Sarah lived? Did God 
approve of such arrangeme nts? 

A nswer: In Genesis 25:1 Keturah is called 
Abraham's wife, but in verse 6 "the sons of 

Abraham's concubines" are referred to, apparently 
including the children he bore by Keturah. Then in 1 
Chronicles 1:32 Keturah is called a concubine. 

In Matthew 19:3-9, Jesus quotes Genesis 2:24, 
"Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall be
come one flesh," and deduces from it that God's 
original plan was, One man for one woman for life. 
It is a fair inference to draw that God never fully ap
proved any arrangement that violated that principle. 

H owever, Jesus also says in Matthew 19:8 that 
Moses "permitted" some divorces, even though they 
were contrary to that principle, "because of the 
hardness of your hearts." The cases of Jacob, David 
and others, who seem to enjoy God's genera l ap
prova l while having more than one wife at a time, 
indicate God "permitted" other violations of it in 
former dispensations. 

"Abraham's concubines" in Genesis 1:6 possibly 
refers to Hagar and Keturah, since Hagar's son 
Ishmael, like Keturah's children, were sent away and 
did not receive a fu ll inheritance. 

"Concubine" does not usually mean, in the 
Bible, an unmarried lover or paramour, though that 
is the common meaning in modern usage. Instead, it 
means a legal, but secondary wife, inferior in rank to 
the first or primary wife, which is why Genesis 25:1 
calls Keturah a "wife ." 1 Chronicles is merely re
porting, by referring to her as a concubine, that 
Keturah, taken as wife after Sarah's death, is not of 
the rank and position in Abraham's li fe that Sarah, 
the mother of the promised seed, was. 

Was Keturah Abraham's concubine while Sarah 
was still living? Genesis reports that "Abraham again 
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took a wife." This account comes immediately after 
the account of the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, 
which mentions that their marriage took place after 
the death of Sarah. The account of Abraham marry
ing Keturah comes two chapters after the account of 
the death of Sarah. While Genesis does not always 
follow exact chronological order in the events it re
ports, there is nothing anywhere in the text to indi
cate that Keturah and Abraham were involved with 
each other during the life of Sarah. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
~ 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD-ROM ....................... $149.95 

Every book wrillen by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included 011 the 
CD-ROM. It is PC a11d Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14 titles in new 
hardback editioiiS would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

I. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
II. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (/ 935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

-Please include $2.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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Directory 
Advenising in this section, S30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
of Christ, 54 10 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15 p.m. (407) 657-0657, a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 401 7 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299- 1475. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrvi lle Rd., Tomball , 77377. (7 13) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Livingston - 11 01 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main Sr. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. I block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. damascuschurchofchrist 
@mris.com 

-Missouri-

Loop on Hwy 190, mrn cast. Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 67 1-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m.,6 
p.m. , Wed. 7 p.m. 13 mi les w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Chu rch of Christ, 
19 10 Graeber Rd. 7747 1 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San An tonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Farmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave. , 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (5 1 0) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m. , 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave. , 73 122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (4 23) 894-722 1 Sun. 
9, 10: 15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. • •• •• 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75 146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ( '1: mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 27 1-8219 

-Washington-
Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3 132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 9850 1, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. }. Moffit, evangelist. 

Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://www.bible·infonet.org/ 

Cari119 & Sliarif19 
Newsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarget! edition} 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters . 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... eKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~"x5\4'} puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date. various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............ ................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Todny 

by Burton CoiTman 

Each chapter deals with one of t he 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback. 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. I 957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the " liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages. paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.2.5% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

36 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

December 2003 
Firm Foundation 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study foradulls and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Preacher needed: The Woodbridge church of Christ 
in Woodbridge, Va. is seeking a full-time minister. 
The congregation of 65175 is Scripturally sound 
and conservative. The Bible is our only guide. Salary 
plus a 5-bedroom house will be provided. 
Woodbridge is located just south of our nations 
capitol and serves as a bedroom community for 
that city. The congregation has Elders and Deacons. 
This position in available immediately. Duties 
include the complete range of the usual activities 
of a sound preacher of the Gospel. If interested, 
please send a r~sum~, a tape of a recent sermon, a 
family picture and references to Dale E. Kowa, 
12197 Seaford Ct., Lake Ridge, Va. 22192. (703) 
491-1012. 

Established congregation in southeast suburbs of 
Denver, CO is seeking full-time preacher to work 
with us in teaching God's Word. You must be 

American Standard Version 
1901 
The Old and New Testments 

• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
New Testament 

• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/••x7%.x 3/e• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
~·"' • Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size a• x g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
" No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

biblically sound and able to proclaim effectively 
God's Word from the pulpit. Send r~sum~ and 
audio/video tape to Elders, Cherry Vista Church 
of Christ, 5305 South Havana, Englewood, CO 
801ll. 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include r~sum~, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P. 0. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Associate minister needed for the 1Oth & Rockford 
congregation of 250 + members under the 
oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
married man with a committed wife to work closely 
with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
resum~ with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Established congregation numbering 100+ in 
Cordell, OK is needing an experienced preacher. 
We prefer age 30-50. We need a mixer who is 
good with all ages. MUST BE EVANGELISTIC!! 
Send resum~ to Church of Christ 501 N. College 
Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

Preachers Needed 
Looking for a church that wants an "Old Paths" 
preacher. Need suppliment to Social Security and 
housing. (936) 347-2668; email wilspeg1@aol.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Looking for the Bible on CD or audio tape? 
Call Firm Foundation toll-free 

(888) 367-6216 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, G0-1J0227.-(800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty,readabili~ 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic reference concor
dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus· life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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1'rwf-!Jfaraeman Lectures -1992 

Building Stronger 
Christian Fa~nllles 

Some of the very earliest instructions in the Bible apply to 
male-female relationships, marriage, mothering, childbear
ing, and many other aspects of family living. Throughout the 
Old Testament great stress is laid on marrying, having chil
dren, rearing those children after God's plan, human· sexual
ity - both the dark side and the beautiful side. The New Tes
tament has much to say about marriage, divorce and remar
riage, the husband-wife relationship, the rearing of children, 
taking care of older members of the family, responsibilities 
and rights in the sexual relationship, and countless other as
pects of family living. 

There are hundreds of passages which were not specifically 
written to husbands and wives or parents and children which 
nonetheless apply to those relationships. What marriage 
would not be improved if both the husband and the wife 
would embody the truth of the Golden Rule? How can we ac
count for our failure to preach and teach "the whole counsel 
. of God" on matters of pertaining to the family? The "whole 
counsel of God" is very ably presented by the notable men 
contributing to this book: David Chadwell, Winford Clai
borne, Earl Edwards, Ralph Gilmore, Wayne Jackson, W. 
Stephen Johnson, David Sain, Robert Taylor Jr., Billy Smith, 
Thomas B. Warren and others. ·trene Taylor has contributed 
3 lessons concerning the challenges facing women. LSFS 13 
hardback, 354 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216. 

The Conley, 
Luther, Narvaez 
Debate 1995 
The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3~50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Moffitt's Bible Commentary 
The New Testament 

by Jerry Moffitt 

Brother Moffitt's one-volume commentary on the New 
Testament deals succinctly and poignantlY with every 
book of the New Testament. It has a separate ch8.pter on 
each book of the New Testament, which Includes a brief 
introduction and a different section "for each chapter of 
that particular book. CMBH01 629 pgs., hardback 

$19.95 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

""" /.~-

-;;.~ FIRM FOUNDATION PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Pennit No.1863 

.-· 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
December 2003 

Address service requested. 

11 ••• 11 ••• 1.1 •• 1 •• 11.11 ... 1.1 ••• 1 •• 1.1.1.1 •• 1 .... 1111 ..... 1.11 

uauauauaauuuuauau~IGIT 
774 

5711 COMP 
JOHN C PROPHET 
18310 RIVER OAKS RD 
DAMON TX 7743o-9458 



FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2004 

Vol. 119 Houston, Texas • January 2004 No. 1 

(The following Bible study is an Excursus in McGarvey's New Commentary on Acts of Apostles. It is ex
haustive and therefore lengthy, but we elect to re-print it in its entirety because men like Max Lucado and 
Rubel Shelly have forgotten this basic and necessary teaching. Further, professors in many schools operated by 
our brothers have made the same mistake. You will do yourself a favor if you will patiently work through this 
dissertation.) 

Baptism and Remission of Sins 
By Professor J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

T he thought of any connection at all between 
baptism and remission of sins is repulsive to 
many Protestants of the present age. This 

state of feeling is largely due, I am constrained to be
lieve, to a misconception of the nature of remission 
of sins. The latter is confounded with a change of 
heart, and is supposed to be a renewing of the sou l 
effected by the direct agency of the Holy Spirit. It is 
regarded as an inward experience, a matter of con
sciousness; and men are taught to look within them
selves for the evidence of it, and to find that evidence 
in the state of joy which immediately succeeds it. To 
one who has this conception of remission of sins, 
and of the agency by which it is brought about, it 
must necessarily appear absurd to suppose that it is 
in any way dependent on baptism, unless, with the 
Romanists, we attach to baptism some kind of magi
cal power to effect a change in the soul. 

But this conception of remission of sins is a mis
taken one. It is not found in the New Testament. On 
the contrary, remission of sins is clearly distinguished 
from that change within which we commonly style a 
change of heart. This latter change takes place in re-

pentance; for in the course of repentance the love of 
sin is removed, sorrow for it intervenes, the love of 
righteousness springs up, and there is a deep resolve 
to sin no more. But repentance is constantly distin
guished in the scriptures from remission of sins, and 
the latter is constantly assumed to be consequent 
upon the former, not included in it. This is seen in 
the frequent occurrence of the expression, "repen
tance and remission of sins." It is also seen in such 
expressions as these: "The baptism of repentance 
unto remission of sins" (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3); "Re
pent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins" (Acts 
2:38). Here is not only a very marked distinction be
tween the two, but remission of sins is most clearly 
set forth as subsequent to repentance. 

This mistaken conception is still further cor
rected, and the true idea brought out, by observing 
the meaning of the word rendered remission. As de
fined in the lexicons, it means, primarily, "release, as 
from bondage, imprisonment, etc. Secondarily, when 
connected with sins, it means, forgiveness, pardon of 
sins (properly, the letting them go, as if they had not 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Polluting the Word 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I n the Bible, the Holy Spiri t expresses fear 
of those who adu lterate revelatio n. This 
deep concern is prominent in the holy writ

mgs. 
Moses warned the Israelites not to add to or 

take from the law of God (Deut. 4 :2; 12:32) . 
Joshua repeated the caution Qosh. 1 :7; 22:5). 
Moses was commended for doing a ll that J eho
vah commanded him (Exod. 40:1 6). God's cov
enant people in the Old Testament were told to 
keep the commands and statutes of Jehovah (Lev. 18:4; 19 :37). 

John testifies against making any change in the "words of the 
book of this prophecy" (Rev. 22: 18-19). Paul was concerned by 
teachers who would with smooth and fa ir words beguile the hearts 
of the innocent (Rom. 16 : 18). He also warned against false teach
e rs who perverted the gospel (Gal. 1:7). Titus was to ld to show 
uncorruptness and gravity in his doctrine (Titus 2 :7). 

Disciples of the word of God are forcefully told to lock on to 
that word and grip it tenaciously (such is the mean ing of "give the 
more earnest heed") because of the unrelenting danger of d rifting 
from the teaching of Jesus and the apostles (Heb. 2:1-4) . To relax 
o ne's ho ld o n the "scrip ture inspired of God" is to neglect and 
lose "so great a salvation." Saints are told to be alarmed (terrified) 
at the prospect of coming short of the promise (Heb. 4 :1). 

The urgent admonition of many 21st-century preachers to stay 
the course and keep the wo rd is in perfect harmony with divine 
revelation. It is an appeal that cannot be made too often nor 
pressed too ferve ntly. We must keep this cautio n before our eyes 
and in our ears and treasure it in our hearts "lest we drift." 

It is with this knowledge burning in our soul that w e turn to 
the vivid plea recorded in 2 Corinthians 2:14-17. 

The passage begins w ith an expression of gratitude to God for 
our victory in Jesus that comes by only by the knowledge of God's 
fragrant word (2 Cor. 2:14). 

Barnes says of the word translated triumph in this passage, "It 
was applied among both the Greeks and Romans to a public and 
solemn honor conferred on a victorious general on a return from a 
successful war in which he was a llowed a magnificent entrance 
into the capital." 

In this life the precious seed of salvatio n that we sow may fall 
by the wayside for birds to devour, or it may wither for lack of 
moisture, or it may be choked by thorns - still, though often cast 



down, we continue to scatter the seed of God's eternal word. 
However disappointing our efforts and thin our success may seem, 
still we can look up in faith and see that we are "led in triumph" 
by him whose name is "The Word of God." We can also know that 
a time is coming when those who have been faithful unto death 
will walk a street of pure gold, with heads held high, while the in
numerable angel host throngs the battlements of glory to welcome 
us in triumph into the heavenly home. 

That thought makes sweet the self-denial and sacrifice made 
for the word of God. 

Jesus leads us in triumph. 
·The next verse tells us that those who unashamedly "handle 

aright the word of truth"- teaching it faithfully- are as a per
fume to God. They smell good to the Creator (2 Cor. 2: 15). (It is 
not necessary for us to comment on how those that pervert the 
gospel smell.) This verse also references the pleasant fragrance of 
salvation as "the sower goes forth to sow." 

. : We have an obligation to present the message of mercy always 
with grace, "seasoned with salt." We dare not diminish the power
ful word of .God by apologizing for it, but neither do we distract 
from it by making the presentation unnecessarily rough. 

· · We declare the word of the King of all kings and therefore 
sound it forth in clarion tones. We make no compromise with er
ror~ Truth is one. False teachers and false teaching must be an
swered and not protected - but with civility. 

By the way, the apostle speaks here not exclusively of preach
ers; but of every child of the heavenly Father who discharges his 
duty to his Savior by teaching the word. 

·.·Verse 15 also calls attention to those who are converted - the 
fresh scent of salvation attaches to them, too. We rejoice with the 
angels when a sinner obeys the commands of the Captain of our 
salvation to· believe and be baptized to obtain salvation (Mark 
16: 16). 

. The verse adds "and in them that perish." We may well won
der. how the rejection of the gospel is a "sweet savor of Christ to 
God." The writer is obviously not saying that it pleases God for 
people to be damned - "for God is not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance." 

Paul is saying that the preaching of the pure and unadulterated 
gospel is pleasing to God even when some reject it and refuse its 
benefits. Paul once observed that when a wise masterbuilder lays a 
proper "foundation of the apostles and prophets," and another 
builds on that foundation incorrect, trifling, earthy things (wood, 
hay, stubble), the works (converts) of the masterbuilder will be 
burned because they "turn away their ears from the truth, and turn 
aside unto fables," but the masterbuilder will nevertheless be 
saved, "so as by fire" (1 Cor. 3:10-14 and Gal. 1:6-10). For Paul's 
converts to quickly remove from the gospel and be lost did not af
fect his own salvation, though it was painful to him. 

· Not everyone will be saved. Some shall suffer eternal punish
ment, which is the second death. The misery of that sad condition 
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is that they are always dying - eternal dying. 
The line of demarcation between the saved and 

the lost is the gospel of Christ, which is God's power 
to save (Rom. 1:16). Those who obey have the sure 
promise of salvation and those who "obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus: shall suffer punishment, 
even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord 
and from the glory of his might, when he shall come 
to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at in 
all them that believed (because our testimony unto 
you was believed) in that day" (2 Thess. 1:8-10). 

Note the apostolic testimony is believed or not 
believed and therein lies the difference in being 
saved or lost. To believe is to obey Games 2:26). 
"And to whom sware he that they should not enter 
into his rest, but to them that were disobedient? And 
we see that they were not able to enter in because of 
unbelief (Heb. 3:18-19). Disobedience is unbelief
and therefore belief is obedience. 

The question of salvation or condemnation 
hinges upon obeying or not obeying the word of 
God. "To the one [the lost] a savor from death unto 
death; to the other [the saved] a savor from life unto 
life" (2 Cor 2:16). "Who is sufficient for these 
things?" We look to the encouragement and prom
ises of God's word for support in difficult and de
manding duties. 

Paul speaks in another place about "simplicity to
ward Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3 ). He is not saying that the 
gospel is simple (though it is easily understandable 
by those who will to do the will of God), but he is 
saying that we must maintain an attitude of childlike 
trust in the gospel and its author. The apostolic 
counsel is that as Satan deceived Eve so can your 
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mind be corrupted from the "simplicity and the pu
rity that is toward Christ." Heed the warning! 

"But there arose false prophets also among the 
people, as among you also there shall be false teach
ers, who shall privily bring in destructive heresies, 
denying even the Master that bought them, bringing 
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall 
follow their lascivious doings; by reason of whom 
the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of. And in 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you: whose sentence now from of 
old lingereth not, and their destruction slumbereth 
not (2 Pet. 2:1-3). 

And he gave some to be apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,. pas
tors and teachers; for the perfecting of the 
saints, unto the work of ministering, unto the 
building up of the body of Christ: till we all at
tain unto the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full-grown 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the full
ness of Christ: that we may be no longer chil
dren, tossed to and fro and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in 
craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking 
truth in love, we may grow up in all things into 
him, who is the head, even Christ; from whom 
all the body fitly framed and knit together 
through that which every joint supplieth, ac
cording to the working in due measure of each 
several part, maketh the increase of the body 
unto the building up of itself in love (Eph. 4:11-
16). 

The apostle closes this beautiful teaching, "For 
we are not as the many, corrupting the word of God: 
but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, 
speak we in Christ" (2 Cor. 2: 17). 

We pollute the word of God when we mix it with 
human philosophy. To adulterate the word destroys 
its power to save. The constant entreaty of the Bible 
is to hold to "sound (healthful) doctrine (teaching)." 
The tortuous process of attaining seminary training 
at the highest levels carries the unrelenting danger of 
"corrupting. the word of God." Some are able to go 
through the exercise with their simple trusting faith 
intact, but "the many" do not. 

When we teach the gospel, we do so in deep de
votion, knowing that "in the sight of God, speak we 
in Christ." That solemn thought ought to make us 
honest. 

"He that hath an ear to hear let him hear." 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, 1X 77269-0192 
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Baptism and Remission of Sins 
(continued from page 1) 

been committed), remission of their penalty. 1" It is 
used in its primary sense in the quotation from the 
Septuagint, Luke 4:18-19, where it occurs twice in 
the sense of deliverance or liberation of captives. It is 
used in its secondary sense everywhere else in the 
New Testament, and in one place (Mark 3:29, "hath 
never forgiveness") the term forgiveness is its only 
admissible rendering in English. But forgiveness, par
don, is not an act which takes place within the soul 
of the person who is guilty; it takes place within the 
mind of the person who forgives, and it cannot be 
known to·. the person forgiven except by some me
dium of communication. This is obviously true when 
one man forgives another; and when it is God who 
forgives, it is an act of the divine mind in reference 
to the sinner, and not a change within the sinner 
himself. Furthermore, it is an act which, from its very 
nature, cannot take place until there has already oc
curred within the sinner such a change of heart and 
purpose as can make it proper in God, even on the 
ground of salvation in Christ, to extend pardon. In 
other words, the whole inward change which the sin
ner is required to undergo, must take place before 
sin can be forgiven. This being true, the apparent ab
surdity of connecting remission of sins in some way 
·with baptism is removed, and it is left an open ques
tion, whether, in addition to faith and repentance, 
God also requires baptism before· forgiveness. To the 
minds of the majority of present-day Protestants, the 
mere announcement of this question brings up the 
objection that justification is by faith only, and that 
the possibility of baptism being a prerequisite is by 
this fact excluded. But while justification, which in
volves remission of sins, is undoubtedly dependent 
on faith as a condition, it is nowhere said or implied 
that it is dependent on faith alone; that is, on faith 
·apart from the outward manifestations of faith. If 
justification is withheld until faith manifests itself in 
some outward action, the sinner is still justified by 
·faith, but it is by faith in action as distinguished from 
faith as a mere state of mind. Abraham is the typical 
example of justification by faith; yet what we lave 

just said is true of him, as his case is expounded by 
the apostle James. He says: "Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, in that he offered up his 
son Isaac upon the altar? Thou seest that faith 
wrought with his works, and by works was faith 
made perfect;. and the scripture was fulfilled which 
saith, And Abraham believed God, and it was reck
oned unto him for righteousness" (2:21-23 ). Here 
the apostle, instead of seeing an inconsistency be
tween justification by faith and justification by faith 
manifested in an act of faith, holds the latter in the 
case of Abraham to be the fulfillment of the former. 
In other words, the scripture statement that Abra
ham believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness, was realized when Abraham by faith 
offered up his son on the altar. In precisely the same 
way, and in perfect harmony with justification by 
faith, a man may be justified by faith when, as an act 
of faith, he is baptized. The question is still open, 
then, whether this is the fact in the case. 

It is still further objected that some statements 
respecting faith, not included in those connecting it 
with justification, exclude the possibility of forgive
ness being connected with baptism. For example: 
"God so loved the world, that he gave his only be
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life" 0 ohn 3: 16); and, 
"He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life" 
Oohn 3:34 ). Here it is plainly affirmed that the be
liever is in possession of eternal life; but it is still an 
open question whether this is affirmed of the obedi
ent believer, or of the believer who has not yet mani
fested his faith by action; whether, to use James' 
phraseology, it is faith made perfect by works of 
faith, or faith yet silent in the soul. This question is 
to be determined, not by such general statements as 
these, but by specific statements as to the conditions 
on which forgiveness of sins is offered. 

The persistent objector has yet another set of 
texts which, to him, preclude the connection of 
which we speak, texts in which justification is af
firmed of faith without works of law. For example: 

1 Grimm. Greek Lexicon N. T.; also Trench, Greek Synonym., ,ub verbo 
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"We reckon therefore that a man is justified by faith 
apart from the works of the law"; or, leaving out the 
articles, "apart from works of law'' (Rom. 3:28). But 
by works of law in this place Paul means such acts of 
obedience to law as would justify a man on the 
ground of innocence, and make him independent of 
the grace manifested in pardon. Now, acts of faith, 
such as the offering of Isaac on the altar, do not be
long to this category. On the contrary, this act of 
Abraham, viewed in the light of law, would have 
been a crime. The same is true of the act of Rahab in 
receiving the spies and protecting them, which James 
specifies as the act by which she was justified Uames. 
2:25). This act, viewed in the light of law, was trea
son, while that of Abraham was murder. Now bap
tism is certainly an act of faith, deriving its propriety 
from a positive command; and not a work of law in 
the sense attached to that expression by Paul; conse
quently, it may be required of a believer to be bap
tized before he is forgiven, and yet justification may 
be apart from "works of law., 

All connection between baptism and remission of 
sins is supposed to be precluded on still another 
ground, the fact that salvation is a matter of grace 
and not of works: "For by grace have ye been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: not of works, that no man should glory" 
(Eph. 2:8-9). But here again, as in the epistle to the 
Romans, the works excluded from the ground of sal
vation are works of perfect obedience, by which, if 
any man had wrought them, he would be saved on 
the ground of merit. This would exclude grace. But 
remission of sins is in its very nature a grace be
stowed, and not a debt paid; and whether it is be
stowed on certain conditions or on no condition, it 
remains a matter of grace. Only in case the works 
done are of such a nature that the person doing them 
deserves salvation, can grace be excluded; and in that 
case there would be no remission, because there 
would be no sins to be remitted. So, then, if God has 
seen fit to require the believer to be baptized before 
he forgives him, forgiveness is none the less a matter 
of grace than if he made no such requirement. When 
a state executive pardons a criminal, no one ever 
thinks of saying it is not an act of grace because the 
criminal is required, as a condition, to sign a pledge 
never to repeat his crime; and if it were a case of 
theft, and the governor should require a restoration 
of the stolen property as a condition of pardon, no 
one would think of denying that the pardon was an 
act of grace. 
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Seeing now that a connection between baptism 
and remission of sins is not precluded by any of the 
doctrinal statements of the scriptures, which have so 
commonly been supposed to have this force, we are 
at liberty to examine without prejudice those pas
sages of scripture which seem to declare such a con
nection, and to ascertain, if possible, what that con
nection is. First, then, we examine some passages 
which plainly teach that remission of sins follows 
baptism in order of time. 

Foremost among these is Peter's well-known an
swer, in his Pentecost sermon, to the question, 
"Brethren, what shall we do?" It is foremost, because 
this is the first time that Peter, making use of the keys 
which had been committed to him (Matt. 16:19), 
opened the gates of the kingdom to believers by de.;. 
daring what they should do to find admittance. He 
said, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ unto the t:emission of your 
sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 
Here, as yte have pointed out in the commentary un
der this passage, whether the preposition be ren~ 
dered unto, for, or in order to, remission of sins is 
unmistakably placed after repentance and baptism. 
No words can make this more certain. The same 
connection precisely is stated in almost identical 
terms by both Mark and Luke with reference to the 
baptism of John. They both say that John preached 
"the baptism of repentance unto the remission of 
sins" (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3). Here John's baptism is 
called the "baptism of repentance," because repen
tance was the only prerequisite demanded of a be
lieving Jew. If the baptism instituted by Christ wer~ 
distinguished from it by a corresponding epithet, the 
latter would be styled the baptism of faith; not be~ 
cause faith is the only prerequisite, but it is the one 
most prominent in the preaching of the apostles. 
That this baptism of repentance was "unto remission 
of sins,, unmistakably points to remission as subse
quent to it in order of time. In all these passages, 
however, if unto is used strictly, the baptism is con
templated as bringing the baptized person to remis
sion, and no lapse of time is supposed between th¢ 
baptism and that to which it brings the person. 
When, therefore, we speak of remission following 
baptism, we mean that it follows immediately. The 
command of Ananias to Saul teaches the same thing. 
The words, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins" (Acts 22: 16), clearly imply that his sins 
were washed away (a metaphor for remission of sins) 
as the immediate result of baptism. These are all of 



the passages in which sins are mentioned in immedi
ate connection with baptism, and they unite in show
ing that remission of the former is an immediate con
sequent of the latter. 

In another class of passages the same truth is set 
forth by implication. Paul makes the statement, and 
reiterates it, that we are baptized into Christ: "Or are 
ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?" (Rom. 
6:3); "For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ did put him on" (Gal. 3:27). Now when a 
man is in Christ his sins are certainly forgiven, and 
before he is in Christ they are certainly not forgiven. 
They are forgiven in passing into Christ, and a part 
of the process by which one passes into Christ is the 
act of baptism; and it follows that, as he is not in 
Christ until he is baptized, until he is baptized he is 
not forgiven. The words of our Lord in the apostolic 
commission justify the same inference: "Go ye there
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19). The man who has 
not yet entered into the relation expressed by the 
words "into the name of the Father and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit," is yet in an unforgiven state, 
whatever may be his belief and his emotions; and 
this relation is established as soon as all of his sins 
are forgiven; but he enters into this relation in the 
act of baptism, he is baptized into it, and it follows 
that his sins are forgiven in connection with his bap
tism. 

Still another class of passages present facts which 
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imply the same relation between baptism and remis
sion. It is of the nature of forgiveness to impart joy to 
the person forgiven, and it is a matter of universal 
experience that the consciousness of unforgiven sins 
is a burden to the soul. If, then, in tracing the experi
ences of men whose conversion to Christ is described 
in the New Testament, we should find that they re
joiced before they were baptized, this would be evi
dence that remission of sins precedes baptism. On 
the other hand, if we find this rejoicing uniformly 
following baptism, we must accept the opposite con
clusion. Now there is not one instance of the former 
on record; on the contrary, in every instance of the 
mention of this rejoicing, it comes after baptism. For 
example, it was after he was baptized that the eu
nuch went on his way "rejoicing"; while before bap
tism be was in a state of anxiety and perplexity (Acts 
8 :34-40). Before Saul was baptized, and up to the 
moment that Ananias told him to arise and be bap
tized and wash away his sins, he was in great agony 
of soul, and had neither eaten nor drunk for three 
days; but as soon as be was baptized, his soul was at 
ease, "for he took food and was strengthened" (9:9-
18). In like manner the Philippian jailer was in dis
tress and perplexity before his baptism, but after he 
was baptized he brought Paul and Silas into his house 
and set food before them, "and rejoiced greatly, with 
all his house, having believed in God" (xvi. 30-34). 

A fourth class of passages teach the same doc
trine by the manner in which they connect baptism 
with salvation. Salvation in Christ consists essentially 
in the forgiveness of sins; for only when the soul is 
redeemed from sins by the power of Christ working 
within, and the guilt of sin taken away by pardon, 
can a man be in a state of salvation. If, then, when 
salvation and baptism are spoken of together, it is in 
a way to indicate that there is no connection between 
them, this might force us to re-examine the passages 
already noticed, to see if we had by any possibility 
misread them. Or if in such passages we should find 
that salvation is spoken of as if it precedes baptism, 
this might demand a similar re-examination. But nei
ther of these conditions is found to exist; the reverse 
is uniformly the order which we find. In the commis
sion we read, "He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved" (Mark 16:16). Here salvation is placed af
ter baptism, and it is certainly the salvation which 
consists in forgiveness of sins; for the final salvation 
depends on much more than believing and being 
baptized. In the epistle to Titus we read, "When the 
kindness of God our Savior, and his love toward 
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man, appeared, not by works done in righteousness, 
which we did ourselves, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, through the washing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, which he 
poured out upon us richly, through Jesus Christ our 
Savior; that, being justified by his grace, we might be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" 
(3 :4-7). Here, by the washing (literally laver) of re
generation, the apostle means baptism, which is so 
called because it is a species of washing connected 
with the process of regeneration; and it is affirmed 
that by this and the renewing of the Holy Spirit (the 
inward work of the Spirit which precedes baptism) 
we are saved. At the same time, lest any might think 
of merit of any kind as the ground of this salvation, 
he says that this salvation is not accorded because of 
anything which we had previously done in the way 
of righteousness, but only because of God's mercy. 
Furthermore, he identifies the salvation thus spoken 
of with justification, by the added clause, "that, be
ing justified by his grace, we might be made heirs ac
cording to the hope of eternal life." Again we read in 
the first epistle of Peter that "eight souls were saved 
through water; which also after a true likeness doth 
now save you, even baptism, not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good 
conscience toward God, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3 :21). Here the negation of put
ting away the filth of the flesh is aimed against a Jew
ish misconception, and to us its meaning is obvious. 
The clause rendered, "but the interrogation of a 
good conscience," is confessedly obscure; but what
ever its meaning, it leaves unaffected the fact previ
ously stated, that water does now, in a true likeness 
to that of the flood, save us in baptism; and if bap
tism saves in any sense whatever, it must precede sal
vation, and bring the sinner to it. 

Finally, the connection in question is implied in 
our Lord's remark to Nicodemus as to the conditions 
of entering into the kingdom of God: "Except a man 
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God." All ancient Christian scholars, 
and all the abler expositors of modern ti~es, agree in 
declaring with one voice, that by the term water 
Jesus here refers to baptism. Dr. Wall, in his History 
of Infant Baptism, says: "There is not one Christian 
writer of any antiquity, in any language, but who un
derstands the new birth of water as referring to bap
tism; and if it be not so understood, it is difficult to 
give any account how a person is born of water, 
more than born of word" (vol. i. 11 0). Alford testi-
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fies: ''All the better and deeper expositors have rec
ognized the coexistence of the two, water and the 
Spirit" (Com. in loco); and to the same effect i~ is 
said by Dr. Westcott: "All interpretations which treat 
the term water here as simply figurative and descrip
tive of the cleansing power of the Spirit, are essen
tially defective, as they are also opposed to all an
cient tradition" (Com. on John in loco). In another 
part of his notes on the passage, Alford goes still far
ther in the direction of these assertions, and also 
gives the meaning of the verse, in these words: 
"There can be no doubt, on any honest interpreta
tion of the words, that to be born of water refers to 
the token or outward sign of baptism - to be . born 
of the Spirit, to the thing signified, or inward grace 
of the Holy Spirit. All attempts to get rid .of these 
two plain facts have sprung from doctrinal preju
dices, by which the views of expositors have been 
warped." We may set aside, therefore, as exceptional 
and sectarian, all interpretations which take out of 
this passage its obvious allusion to baptism, and we 
are justified in saying that according to the united 
judgment of unbiased scholars of all churches, Jesus. 
here meant that except a man experience the inward 
work of the Holy Spirit, and be baptized, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. Now before a man is 
in the kingdom of God, his sins are unforgiven; and 
when his sins are forgiven he is no longer an alien, 
but a citizen of that kingdom. By whatever process., 
then, he enters into that kingdom, by that or in tha~ 
he obtains the remission of sins; but that process is 
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the birth of water and the Spirit, of neither alone, 
but of both; and therefore he obtains forgiveness not 
before, but when he is baptized. It is but an echo of 
these words of our Lord, when Paul says He saved us 
"through the washing of regeneration and the re
newing of the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3 :5). 

These evidences establish, as clearly as any fact 
can be established, an immediate connection be
tween baptism and remission of sins, and they show 
with equal clearness that the divine act of forgiving 
sins takes place when the sinner, in whose heart the 
Holy Spirit has wrought faith and repentance, is bap
tized into Christ. 

Here we might draw this discussion to a close but 
for the fact that by many this is supposed to be a he
retical doctrine, unsupported by the scholarship of 
either past or present ages. To disabuse the reader of 
this impression, we proceed to show how these evi
dences have been regarded by men of learning. In the 
first place, the voice of antiquity is united upon it, as 
on the meaning of "born of water and the Spirit." 
Sufficient proof of this, without quoting individual 
authors, is found in the fact that the article on the 
subject in the Nicene Creed, adopted in the begin·· 
ning of the fourth century without a dissenting voice, 
declares: "We believe in one baptism for the remis
sion of sins." It is a well known fact also, that the 
Greek Church, the Armenian, and the Roman Catho
lic, still teach and have ever taught this doctrine, 
with the additional and unscriptural idea that bap
tism, independently of faith and repentance, takes 
away original sin in the case of infants. Infant bap
tism indeed owes its origin to this mistaken concep
tion. The process is traced by Neander in the follow
ing well-known passage: 

But when, now, on the one hand, the doctrine of 
corruption and guilt, cleaving to human nature 
in consequence of the first transgression, was re
duced to a more precise and systematic form, 
and on the other, from the want of duly distin
guishing between what is outward and what is 
inward in baptism (the baptism by water and the 
baptism by the Spirit), the error became more 
firmly established that without external baptism 
no one could be delivered from that inherent 
guilt, could be saved from the everlasting pun
ishment that threatened him, or raised to eternal 
life; and when the notion of magical influence, a 
charm connected with the sacrament, continu
ally gained ground, the theory was finally 
evolved of the unconditional necessity of infant 
baptism. About the middle of the third century, 
this theory was generally admitted in the North 
Mrican Church. 

-Among the evidences which he gives of the truth of 
this representation, is an extract from Cyprian 
(Epistle 59), in which the writer contends for the 
baptism of infants immediately after their birth, and 
closes with these words: 

But if even the chief of sinners, who have been 
exceedingly guilty before God, receive the for
giveness of sins on .coming to faith, and no one is 
precluded from baptism and from grace, how 
much less should the child he kept back, which, 
as it is but just born, cannot have sinned, but has 
only brought with it, by its descent from Adam, 
the infection of the old death; and which may 
the more easily obtain the remission of sins, be
cause the sins which are forgiven it are not its 
own, but those of another (Church History, i. 
313-314). 

The unfortunate circumstance that this doctrine 
of baptism for remission of sins, universally taught in 
the ancient church, was thus corrupted by the church 
of the dark ages, was undoubtedly the cause of a re
action against it among the leaders of the Protestant 
Reformation; yet Luther and Calvin, while repudiat
ing the doctrine as taught by Rome, and failing to 
adopt it in its original form, did both stumble upon it 
in their exposition of various passages of scripture in 
which it is plainly taught. Thus Luther, commenting 
on the words (Gal. 3 :27): 

All ye that are baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ," makes these remarks: "This old man 
must be put off with all his works, that of the 
children of Adam we may be made the children 
of God. This is not done by changing of a gar
ment, or by any laws or works, but by a new 
birth, and by the renewing of the inward man; 
which is done in baptism, as saith Paul: ~~ ye 
that are baptized, have put on Christ.' Where
fore, to be appareled with Christ according to 
the gospel is not to be appareled with the law or 
with works, but with an incomparable gift; that 
is to say, with remission of sins, righteousness, 
peace, consolation, joy of spirit, salvation, life, 
and Christ himself. This is diligently to be noted, 
because of the fond and fantastical spirits, who 
go about to deface the majesty of baptism, and 
speak wickedly of it. Paul, contrariwise, 
commendeth and setteth it forth with honorable 
titles, calling it 'the washing of the new birth, 
the renewing of the Holy Spirit' (Titus iii.). And 
here also he saith, that all they which are bap
tized have put on Christ. As if he said, Ye are car
ried out of the law into a new birth, which is 
wrought in baptism. Therefore ye are not now 
any longer under the law, but ye are clothed 
with a new garment; to-wit, with the righteous
ness of Christ. Wherefore baptism is a thing of 
great force and efficacy (Luther's Com. on Gala
tians). 

J~nua9' 2~04 9 
"Farm Foundauon 



In these extracts Luther confirms the views ex
pressed above, not only on the passage which he has 
immediately in hand, but also on our Lord's remark 
about the new birth, and Paul's in regard to the 
washing of regeneration. And all this comes from 
him who is the prime author of the modern doctrine 
of justification by faith alone. 

John Calvin expresses himself to the same effect, 
and brings into view a still larger number of the pas
sages which I have cited above. He says: 

From baptism our faith derives three advantages, 
which require to be distinctly considered. The 
first is, that as proposed to us by the Lord, as a 
symbol and token of our purification; or, to ex
press my meaning more fully, it resembles a legal 
instrument properly attested, by which he as
sures us that all our sins are canceled, effaced, 
and obliterated, so that they will never appear in 
his sight, or come into his remembrance, or be 
imputed to us. For he commands all who believe 
to be baptized for the remission of their sins. 
Therefore those who have imagined that baptism 
is nothing more than a mark or sign by which we 
profess our religion before men, as soldiers wear 
the insignia of their sovereign as a mark of their 
profession, have not considered that which is the 
principal thing in baptism; which is, that we 
ought to receive it with this promise: 'He that 
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved' (Mark 
16:16). In this sense we are to understand what 
is said by Paul, that Christ sanctifieth and 
cleanseth the church 'with the washing of water 
by the word' (Eph. v. 26); and in another place 
that 'according to his mercy he saves us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit' (Titus iii. 5); and by Peter, that 'bap
tism doth now save us' (1 Pet. iii. 21).2 

From this extract the reader can see at a glance that 
all the passages cited in it are understood by Calvin 
to have the very meaning which I have attached to 
them; and the fact that these interpretations are 
given by a theologian who did not consistently apply 
them in his system, gives them the greater weight be
cause it shows that they are not the result of doctri
nal prepossession, but of the simplicity and clearness 
with which they are expressed in the passages them
selves. 

It is well known, also, that another great reformer 
of more recent times, John Wesley, fell upon this doc
trine in the course of his exegetical studies, although it 
constituted no part of his system. He says: "Baptism 

administered to real penitents, is both a means and a 
seal of pardon. Nor did God ordinarily, in the primi
tive church, bestow pardon on any, unless through 
this means" (Notes on N.T., p. 350). 

Not to multiply evidences of this kind to any un
necessary extent, we pass by the utterances of many 
other eminent scholars of orthodox churches, and 
add a few from writers of our own age, eminent for 
their learning and their exegetical skill. 

H.B. Hackett, one of the most eminent scholars 
and commentators in the Baptist Church of America, 
in commenting on Acts 2:38, says: "In order to the 
forgiveness of sins, we connect naturally with both 
the preceding verbs. The clause states the motive or 
object which should induce them to repent and be 
baptized. It enforces the entire exhortation, no one 
part of it to the exclusion of the other." On Acts 
22:16, he says: "And wash away thy sins. This clause 
states a result of the baptism in language derived 
from the nature of that ordinance. It answers to 'for 
the remission of sins' in ii. 3 8 - that is, submit to 
the rite in order to be forgiven." Clearer or more ex
plicit testimony to the doctrine upheld in this 
excursus could not be uttered. 

Dr. Jacobson, Bishop of Chester, and author of 
the notes on Acts in. The Speaker's Commentary, un
der Acts xxii. 16 quotes with approval the words of 
Waterland: "Baptism was at length hi~ [Paul's] grand 
absolution, his patent of pardon, his instrument. of 
justification granted him from above; neither was he 
justified till he received that divine seal, inasmuch as 
his sins were upon him till that very hour." 

Dr. J .A. Alexander, of Princeton, writes: "The 
whole phrase, to (or toward) remission of sins, de
scribes this as the end to which the multitude had ref
erence, and which, therefore, must be contemplated 
in the answer." Again: "The beneficial end to which 
all this led was the remission of sins" (Com. Acts ii. 
38). 

Lechler, author of Commentary on Acts in 
Lange's Bible Work, says under ii. 38: "The apostle 
promises to those who repent and receive baptism, 
(1) the remission of sins, and (2) the gift of the Holy 
Spirit." Under xxii. 16, he says: "We have here a 
noble testimony to the value which was assigned to 
holy baptism by the pure apostolic church. It was not 

2 Calvin's Institutes, B. iv. 15, 1 1 1, 2. Similar views are expressed in 31 3.4; though in 3 15 he inconsistently represents the sins of Cornelius as 
being forgiven before he was baptized. 
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a mere external ceremony, but a means of grace for 
washing away sins, and was the first actual entrance 
into the church of Jesus." 

Dr. Gloag (Presbyterian) , says in his Commen
tary, under 22: 16: "Baptism in the adult, except in 
the peculiar case of our Lord, was accompanied by a 
confess ion of sin, and was a sign of its remission; 
hence called baptism in order to forgiveness of sins" 
(Acts ii. 3 8) . 

Plumptre, after quoting the words o f Ananias to 
Paul, says: 

T hey show that fo r the apostle baptism was no 
formal or ceremonia l act, but was jo ined with 
repentance, and, faith being p resupposed, 
brought with it the assurance o f a real fo rgive
ness. In St. Paul 's language as to the 'washing' 
(o r bath) of regeneratio n (Tit. iii . 6), we may 
trace his continued adherence to t he idea which 
he had thus been taught o n his first admission to 
the Church of Christ (Com. on Acts, xxii. 16). 

Fina lly we quote the testimony of two eminent 
philologists. Meyer says under Acts 2:38: "eis de
notes the object of the baptism, which is the admis
sion of the guilt contracted in t he state before 
perauoia." Grimm, in his great lexicon of the Greek 
N .T. , defines Arc dtoeaa dpaprrwY, Acts ii . 38, "to 
obtain the forgiveness of sins" (janrcfor II. b. aa.). 

These citations are abundant to show that we 
have not misinterpreted the passages in question ; 
and they show clearly that we are right in rejecting 
the rendering of the R. V., "unto remission of sins," 
and retaining that of the A.V., "for remission of sins." 
Peter 's purpose in the expression was not to indicate 
the mere fact that baptism brings one to remission, 
but to state the blessing in order to the attainment of 
which his hearers were to be baptized. In other 
words, he states a motive for the act. In many other 
passages the R.V. is liable to the same criticism in its 
rendering of the preposition eis. We might add many 
more testimonies if it were necessary. They show that 
the connection between baptism and remission o f 
sins for which we contend is one of the most univer
sally recognized doctrines of the New Testament. 

We have occupied so much space with its presen
tation, from a desire to restore this most solemn or-
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dinance of our Lord to the place which it occupied in 
the primitive church, and to bring into practice the 
views of its meaning so clearly expressed by the 
scholars of all schools and ages. It has been common, 
in these latter days, to decry the doctrine, connected 
as it must be with the right action of baptism, be
cause of consequences ascribed to it with reference 
to the salvation of myriads of pious pe rsons in past 
ages who have not been really baptized ; but such 
consequences, whether real or imaginary, cannot al
ter the truth of scriptures, w hile the consideration of 
them tends to bias our judgment and to hide the 
truth from us. It is the part of wisdom to 
unhesitatingly accept t he truth as we discover it, 
knowing that we are to be judged in the great day ac
cording to the measure of light which we have, or 
may have; and that if our fathers were saved in ne
glect of any duty of which they were ignorant, we 
may not hope to be saved in neglect of any duty 
wh ich is plainly pointed out to us. The right action 
of baptism is very rapidly gaining recogn ition among 
the serious minds of our time; let us endeavor to re
store also its right design, and thus we may put to si
lence those "fond and fantastic spirits," as Luther 
styles them, "who go about to deface the majesty of 
baptism, and speak wickedly of it." F 
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(This is lesson number twelve in brother McCord,s study of the book of Revelation. We are indebted to this 
uncommonly talented brother for allowing us to reprint this material.) . · , 

''I Saw a New Heaven and a New Earth'' 
By Hugo McCord 

T hat you and I might taste of the "powers of 
the world to come" (Heb. 6:5) John was 
given a vision of "a new heaven and a new 

earth" (Rev. 21:1) with orders to describe in a book 
for our reading what he saw. Some people, however, 
have misunderstood the word earth. If one thinks of a 
future literal earth like the one we now know, he fails 
to comprehend biblical teaching about the non-physi
cal nature of the next life. Heaven is a place where 
God is, and since God's nature is spirit Uohn 4:24 ), he 
has no flesh and bones (Luke 24:39), then heaven, 
too, must be a spirit place. Jesus Christ was made flesh 
Uohn 1:14), but in going back to heaven, somewhere 
along the way he became pure spirit again (2 Cor. 
5:16). And of course the Holy Spirit is non-physical, 
as his name indicates, and so he is a spiritual being as 
the Father and the Son are. Angels cannot die (Luke 
24:35), which indicates their non-physical nature. 
And when we get to heaven, we shall have spiritual, 
not natural bodies (1 Cor. 15:44). All these things in
dicate that the word earth in regard to the eternal 
abiding place is not composed of rocks and soil as in 
the earth we now know. 

Since heaven must be a wholly spiritual environ
ment for souls without physical bodies, why did 
John speak of an "earth" in connection with it? Ap
parently the idea is one of comparison. We now de
scribe the whole natural universe as the heaven and 
the earth, even as Moses did: "In the beginning God 
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created the heavens and the earth" (Gen. 1:1).John, 
in talking about the coming spiritual realm, appro
priated Moses' phrase. John made the contrast clear 
by asserting that what Moses spoke of will dis
appear: "the first heaven and the first earth are 
passed away" (Rev. 21:1). Taking its place would be 
"a new heaven and a new earth." Just as the phrase 
"heaven and earth" describes one natural universe, 
so the same phrase is employed to describe one spiri
tual universe. 

Totally New 
Furthermore, the new heaven and new earth will not 
be this present universe remade, reconstructed, reno
vated, or reconstituted. Some have misconstrued 
Solomon's statement, "The earth abides forever" 
(Eccles. 1:4 ), as proving the indestructibility of the 
present earth. But the word forever ('olam) does not 
always mean eternal (cf. Jon. 2:6). How long ex
tended is the biblical "forever" must always be 
learned by the context in which the word is used. In 
regard to this earth Peter showed that it will notre
main eternally (2 Pet. 3:7, 12). The heavens and 
earth that we now know will be burned, and the ele
ments shall melt with fervent heat (2 Pet. 3:12). 

A few people have attempted to preserve this 
present universe eternally by asserting that some 
Greek manuscripts in 2 Peter 3: 10 have the word dis
cover instead of the word burn. But that those manu
scripts are in error is shown by the fire mentioned in 
verses 7 and 12. Also, Peter asserted, along with 
John, that there would be "new heavens and a new 
earth" (2 Pet. 3: 13 ), not that the old earth would be 
discovered. In addition, John showed that, instead of 
the earth's being discovered when Jesus comes, no 
place was found for the old heaven and earth (Rev. 
20: 11). 

Thus this present universe will completely disap
pear (Rev. 21:4; Heb. 1:10-12). Its replacement will 
be the mansions Jesus has gone to prepare U ohn 
14:1-3). He will not come back here and repair and 



redecorate this earth, but "behold, I make all things 
new" (Rev. 21 :5). 

Why did God describe the next universe as a new 
heaven and a new earth? It appears to be the wisdom 
of God to present the future abode by way of com
parison. Our minds, appreciating the bigness, the 
utility, and the beauty of the present heaven and 
earth, are prepared to imagine what the next uni
verse will be like. The God who made this universe, 
of color and in grandeur, will certainly do no less for 
its successor. If the present heavens and earth reflect 
God's glory and handiwork, despite their having 
been cursed (Gen. 3: 17), how much more will the 
new universe be glorious, for "there shall be no more 
curse" (Rev. 22:3 ). None of the corruptible and de
filed things (1 Pet. 1 :3-5) of the present earth and of 
physical Jerusalem will be carried over into the new 
universe: God shall wipe away all tears from spiritual 
eyes, and death will be a non-entity; "neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more: 
the first things are passed away" (Rev. 21:4 ). 

Evil Eliminated 
Instructive and encouraging is a complete listing of 
all the undesirable things that in heaven will be "no 
more." First, nobody likes continual shifting and 
moving from one place to another. In heaven there 
will be no more going out (Rev. 3: 12). Next, two of 
man's dread enemies, hunger and thirst, will be ex
terminated (Rev. 7: 16). Neither will God's people 
suffer from scorching and burning, for "the sun will 
not fall on them, nor any heat" (7:16). The pressures 
of insufficient time to get things done will vanish, for 
time itself fuses into timelessness (10:6). The dark
ness of night, though sometimes a blessing in this 
life, will be unneeded in heaven, and so will be elimi
nated: "there shall be night no more" (22:5). 

Oftentimes the oceans and seas of this world are 
so pleasant and attractive, but they can be terrible 
also; so, in God's wisdom, the sea shall be no more 
(21: 1). 

Also, God has used the comparison of a city, even 
Jerusalem, to make us see what he has in store. As 
earthly Jerusalem was the privileged city to host the 
presence of God (1 Kings 9:3), so in spiritual Jerusa
lem "God himself shall be" in the midst of it (21 :3 ). 
His servants shall serve him there and "they shall see 
his face" (22:4 ). 

However, one gets into difficulty if he tries to lit
eralize the description of "the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

made ready as a bride adorned for her husband" 
(21 :2). Why would that city of God need walls? If the 
devil will have been safely disposed of in the lake of 
fire and brimstone (20: 1 0), there can be no danger of 
an outside attack on the spiritual city of Jerusalem. 
One wonders also why there are gates. Where could 
one go if he went out those gates? One wonders why 
that great city has foundations, and one wonders on 
what those foundations rest if they are literal. Appar
ently John was only painting a picture. 

Limitations of Literalism 
One sincere literalist, determining that a furlong 
(21: 16) is equal to one-eighth of a mile, discovering 
that heaven will be only 1500 miles square, was dis
mayed and disappointed. He reasoned that heaven, 
compared with all the billions of human beings in all 
ages, will be so small that only a few people of the 
total number could possibly be accommodated. But 
when someone asked how many stories or floors 
there would be in a place 1500 miles high, he was as
tonished and relieved. All peoples could go there! 
But even this relief to the literalist is misleading, for 
heaven is a place of souls, not physical bodies. How 
much space is needed for a soul? Until one can an
swer such a question, he should not try to literalize 
heaven. 

In the absolute, even God could not describe to 
us limited mortals what that city is like. We learn by 
comparisons of things we know about, but since 
none of us has been to heaven, there is nothing God 
could use really to adapt to our constricted minds. 
He has done the best he could. He knew we under
stand something of great cities and of great wealth, 
and so he has described the city as being beautiful in 
order to whet our desire to go there. If one sees Rev
elation 21-22 in this fashion, thrilling and profitable 
are the benefits one gains from the vision. 

Profit can come even to the advanced in years to 
let his mind dwell on the beauties of jasper, sapphire, 
chalcedony, emerald, sardonyx, sardius, chrysolite, 
beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth, and amethyst! 
What else can God create? And what heart is so pro
saic that he is unmoved by the picture of an un
polluted river, bright as crystal, and a tree bearing 12 
kinds of fruit 12 times a year? And whose heart can
not respond to a God pictured as an interested and 
caring Father, promising to every over-comer an 
eternal inheritance "and he shall be my son" (21:7)? 
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God Is Free 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

H uman action, of whatever motive and what 
ever intensity, does not bind God to human 
desires. Abram was promised at age 7 5 that 

his descendants would be as many as the stars of the 
heaven. But in the next 25 years no baby appeared. 
Abram begged the Lord that Eliezer of Damascus be 
his heir (Gen. 12:2-4). The Lord refused promising 
that Abram's own son would be his heir. Sarah man
aged that Ishmael would be born when Abram was 
86 (Gen. 16:16). Abram begged the Lord, "Oh that 
Ishmael might live in your sight" (Gen. 17: 19). The 
Lord refused and promised a child by Sarah despite 
the fact that Sarah was almost 90 and had passed 
menopause and Abraham was approaching almost 
100 years. Abram and Sarah laughed at the joke, and 
named the child "Laughter" (Isaac). Human desires 
did not take away God's freedom to carry out his 
plan as he saw fit. 

The prophet moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God (2 Pet. 1:21), yet God retained the free
dom to accomplish or to refuse to accomplish the 
prediction of the prophet as he saw fit Uer. 18:3-11). 
God's threats and promises were conditioned on the 
behavior of the people with him alone as the judge. 
The pagans understood that, and the king of 
Nineveh said in the face of a prophetic threat of de
struction, "Who knows, God may yet repent and 
turn from his fierce anger, so that we perish not?" 
Uon. 2:9). Jonah also understood that fact and ex
plained it as the reason why earlier he had fled to 
Tarshish Uon. 4:2). 

Sacrifice was a prominent Old Testament way of 
appealing to God. But God never pledged himself to 
accept a sacrifice even when offered for the most 
convincing human reason. King Saul received the 
sternest rebuke from Samuel when Saul supposed 
that spoils of the victory he had won would please 
the Lord (1 Sam. 15:22-23). 

The most abundant sacrifice offered by people did 
not put God under obligation. In declaring the Lord's 
greatness, Isaiah says, "Lebanon would not suffice for 
fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering" 
(Isa. 40:16). The prophet Micah asks, "Will the Lord 
be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand 
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rivers of oil?" (Mic. 6:7). The Psalmist says, "For thou 
hast no delight in sacrifice, were I to give a burnt offer
ing thou wouldst not be pleased" (Ps. 51:16). The 
Lord said: I do not reprove you for your sacrifices, 
your burnt offerings are continually before me. I will 
accept no bull from your house, nor he-goat from 
your folds. For every beast of the forest is mine, the 
cattle on a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the air 
and all that moves in the field is mine (Ps. 50:8-11). 
Sacrifice was a part of God's demands of Israel; but 
God remained free. He was not. obligated to human 
demands or desires by sacrifices offered. He was free 
to reject sacrifices (lsa. 1: 11). 

Fasting was a prominent Old Testament self-im
posed privation to seek the favor of God. But God 
remained free to be appeased or to reject the plea~: A 
fast did not bind him to human needs or to human 
desires. The prophet Joel calls, "Sanctify a fast; call a 
solemn assembly. Gather the elders and all the inhap
itants of the land to the house of the Lord your God, 
and cry to the Lord" Uoel 1:14). "Who knows 
whether he will not turn ap.d repent and leav~ a 
blessing behind?" Uoel2:14)~-God was ;free. The de
cision was in his hands. People in the book of Isaiah 
complain that they have fasted and .God has not 
acted (lsa. 58:3). In Zechariah, the Lord accuses the 
people of having fasted for themselves (Zech. 7:4-6). 

When Bathsheba's child had been stricken with a 
fatal malady, David besought the Lord and fasted for 
seven days. But David understood full well that God 
was free. "While the child was still alive, I fasted and 
wept, for I said, 'Who knows whether the Lord will 
be gracious to me, that the child may live?'" (2 Sam. 
12:22). David was pleading with the Lord, not obli
gating the Lord. 

In the New Testament people are urged to pr~y 
and not to faint (Luke 18:1). This truth is illustrated 
by Jesus' parable of the unjust judge (Luke 18:2-7). 
People are urged to pray constantly (~.{om. 12: 12; 1 
Thess. 5: 17). But it is a fallacy to assume that by 
heeding these admonitions that one puts God under 
obligation to grant whatever it is . that is being 
wanted. 

The effectiveness of prayer is not tp be judged by 



how many words are poured out. '~nd in praying do 
not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do for 
they think that they will be heard for their many 
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him" (Matt. 6:7-8). 
More patterning of one's prayer after the Model 
Prayer might be of help. 

God is not placed under obligation by the size of 
the group in agreement for what they are praying for, 
by the number of groups engaged, or by the number of 
hours spent. God is not to be forced. He remains free. 
He knows what is needed before he is asked. 

·Jesus in the garden prayed three times with tears, 
"My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
m·e, nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt" 
(Matt. 26:39). The outcome was not determined by 
the character of the one praying; he had no sin. Nei
ther was it by the sincerity of the one praying. The 
request was not in keeping with God's will; God re
mained free. He could say, "No." Jesus had come 
into the world for the fate he was facing. We can 
pray, "Our will be done," while saying, "Not my 
will, but yours be done." Jesus' prayer was not that 
way! 

· Paul was plagued and handicapped by a thorn in 
the flesh. We are impressed by his dedication to the 
task to which he had been called and by the sacrifices 
he made. None would accuse him of insincerity, lack 
of dedication, or lack of spirituality. Three times he 
prayed that the thorn be removed. But God was not 
t<f be forced O'r cajoled. God was free. His reply was, 
"My grace is. sufficient to you for my power is made 
perfect in weakness" (2 Cor. 12:7-9). There were 
factors in the problem that Paul did not see. There 
was a bigger picture. God's will was different from 
Paul's desire. 

Human insistence is not out of order. "You who 
put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest until he 
establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the 
earth" (Isa. 62:6-7). Insistence only becomes a prob
lem when it assumes that God becomes obligated by it. 

God is not to be forced by human desire, multi
tude of human words, or the efficiency of human or
ganization. Acts of worship, giving, singing, prayers, 
fasting, charity, and other acts of devotion do not ob
ligate the Lord. We would do well to consider the 
lesson of the plowing servant which concludes, "We 
are unworthy· servants; we have only done what was 
our duty" (Luke 17:10). 

The few essentials of prayer remain the same. 
There first is the need of an obedient heart. "He that 

turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer is an abomination" (Prov. 28:9). "When you 
spread forth your hands, I will hide my face from 
you; even though you make many prayers I will not 
listen; your hands are full of blood" (Isa. 1: 15). "If 
you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you will and it shall be done for you" U ohn 
15 :7). "We receive from him whatever we ask, be
cause we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him" (1 John 3 :22). 

God is the one who hears prayer (Ps. 65 :2). With 
the Lord's ear open to the prayer of the righteous 
(Prov. 15 :29), a denied prayer may be an occasion 
for self- examination. "I am not aware of anything 
against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is 
the Lord who judges me" (1 Cor. 4:4 ). 

We must never become so neatly organized that 
we assume by the agreement we have reached and by 
the intensity with which we are praying that we can 
force God's hand. We cannot assume that with so 
many agreed about what we want that in the agree
ment God is revealing his will to us and that we need 
what we have agreed on. '~d this is the confidence 
which we have in him, that if we ask anything ac
cording to his will, he hears us" (1 John 5:14). God 
remains free. He can say "yes," or he can say "no." 
He has not promised further explanation for the rea
sons of his actions! 

There are factors in God's running the world 
that are not obvious to people with their limited vi
sion. A story tells of a man who went to work in the 
morning only to learn unexpectedly that he was go
ing out of town on a business trip immediately and 
could take his wife with him. The problem was that 
she had going shopping and he had no way to reach 
her. He cancelled her credit cards, and in a short 
while she was in his office in tears. They were off to
gether for a pleasant experience with the disappoint
ment forgotten. 

"We know that in everything God works for 
good with those who love him, who are called ac
cording to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). I long ago 
stopped proposing to God signs by which I would 
know what God wants. I do not doubt that he has his 
will. He is free. I would like to be as Job said of him
self, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust him" Qob 
13:15). I am studying James, "If the Lord wills, we 
shall live and we shall do this or that" Uames 4: 15). 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. 11Buster'' Dobbs 

W hy "law" and its correlative "order" are 
odious to some is perplexing. The word 
order in English, Hebrew, and Greek in

cludes calm, harmony, peace, tranquility, lawfulness, 
and serenity. Can you imagine someone being of
fended by peacefulness? 

The word also includes command, directive, de
mand, mandate, edict, and imperative. Order, in the 
sense of contentment and repose, is produced by or
der, in the sense of decree and statute. Order is law 
and law is order. 

Antonyms are disorder, division, and upheaval. 
Where no order is there is chaos. 

Were a poll of rational beings to be taken I 
strongly suspect that virtually everyone would vote 
in favor of order . . . and therefore in favor of law, 
seeing the two go together. 

Order also means neatness, tidiness, organiza
tion, method, regulation, uniformity, regularity, and 
symmetry. It is a dandy word and connotes good 
things. 

No informed person would make objection to 
law and order. 

A Practical Handbook 
lor Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt Jones 

I commend to you this volume which is able to 
present what could be a very difficult subject in 
an easy-to-read and enlightening manner. The 
contents address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple understandable 
fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will become 
the standard for singing and songleading as we 
enter the twenty-first century! Ralph A. Casey 

$5.99 ea. Songleader 

plus $3.00 s&h; .25 s&h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton •1-888-367-6216 

In the beginning God issued orders and made or
der (Gen. 1:1-31). Later, when his order (you shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that stands in the midst 
of the garden) was ignored, and his human creature 
became a rebel, a long train of misery and woe re
sulted. 

It is as if God said to the rebellious first couple, 
"You don't like law and order? Okay, then you must 
reap a bitter harvest of disorder." 

Woman loves and is loved,. but bears fruit in la
bor and travail (of course she also gets the joy of 
motherhood, but with tears). 

Man pours his sweat into the soil and gets briars 
and thorns (of course he also gets flour and flowers, 
but not easily). 

The opening chapters of the Bible seem to shout 
at us that disregarding divine directives is seriously 
unwise and carries the seeds of pain and disappoint
ment. That is the initial lesson of the word of God. 
That early and original message is repeated in' the 
closing book of the Bible. 

In the swan song of sacred scripture, God the 
Holy Spirit, through the divinely gifted pen of the 
last living apostle, echoes the lesson of the book of 
the beginnings. 

Mr. John Austin, a celebrated authority in juris
prudence, gives this definition: "Law, in the most 
general and comprehensive acceptation in which the 
term, in its literal meaning, is employed, may be said 
to be a rule laid down for the guidance of an intelli
gent being, by an intelligent being having power over 
him." He classifies "laws set by God to His human 
creatures, and laws set by men to men." 

It would cause universal bemusement if anyone 
disagreed with this explanation of law. One might 
well imagine a full-throated acclamation rolling over 
land and sea in enthusiastic support of Mr. Austin's 
brilliant definition of law. 

If you prefer a modern day English dictionary 
definition of the word, then we give the following: 
"regulation, decree, act, edict, ruling, command
ment, directive, bylaw, theory, formula, rule." (You 
will, of course, check this out in your personal refer
ence works.) 



Anyhow, this definition of law being allowed, it 
is obvious that law is expressed in words. The law of 
God is the word of God ... and the word of God is 
divine law. That is, as old time preachers used to say, 
un-get-over-able. 

Logic (which is sanctified common sense) de
mands the conclusion that when God speaks it is a 
solemn thing, often punctuated by fire, lightening, 
thunder, earthquake, and trumpet. Remember Sinai 
when "Moses set before the elders of the people all 
these words which Jehovah commanded him" (Exod. 
19:7,17-19); and Daniel's vision (Dan. 7:13-15); 
and John's revelation (Rev. 4:2-5). 

· '~d the elders fell down and worshiped." 
.It is no small thing when God speaks. His words 

are authoritative ... imposing and firm. God's law is 
truth (Ps. 119:142); God's commandments are truth 
(Ps~ 119:151); the sum of God's word is truth (Ps. 
119:160). 

In the Bible's closing book John bears "witness of 
the word of God" (1 :2); John was in tribulation on 
Patmos "for the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus (1 :9); the church at Philadelphia was com
mended by the one who holds the key of David be
cause "thou ... didst keep my word" (3:8); the evil 
one is overcome because of the word of their testi
mony" (12: 11) the ultimate conqueror is called "The 
Word of God" (19:13). 

The prophesied apocalypse enforces the ancient 
lesson that God's word is truth, and God's truth is 
law. Mortal's must not tamper1 with God's law. 

In all of sacred history those who have added to 
or taken from God's word have suffered rejection 
and condemnation. 

Yet Jehovah testified unto Israel, and unto 
Judah, by every prophet, and every seer, saying, 
Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my com
mandments and my statutes, according to all the 
law which I commanded your fathers, and which 
I sent to you by my servants the prophets. Not
withstanding, they would not hear, but hard
ened their neck, like to the neck of their fathers, 
who believed not in jehovah their God. And 
they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that 
he made with their fathers, and his testimonies 

1 meddle, fiddle, mess around, monkey with, fool with, tinker, alter, damage 

which he testified unto them; and they followed 
vanity, and became vain, and went after the na
tions that were round about them, concerning 
whom Jehovah had charged them that they 
should not do like them. And they forsook all 
the commandments of jehovah their God, and 
made them molten images, even two calves, and 
made an Asherah, and worshipped all the host of 
heaven, and served Baal. And they caused their 
sons and their daughters to pass through the 
fire, and used divination and enchantments, and 
sold themselves to do that which was evil in the 
sight of Jehovah, to provoke him to anger. 
Therefore jehovah was very angry with Israel, 
and removed them out of his sight: there was 
none left but the tribe of Judah only. Also Judah 
kept not the commandments of Jehovah their 
God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which 
they made. And jehovah rejected all the seed of 
Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them 
into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them 
out of his sight (2 Kings 17:13-20). 

Well by their unbelief they were broken off, 
and thou standest by thy faith. Be not high
minded, but fear: for if God spared not the natu
ral branches, neither will he spare thee. Behold 
then the goodness and severity of God: toward 
them that fell, severity; but toward thee, God's 
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: oth
erwise thou also shalt be cut off (Rom. 11:20-
22). 

Jesus said to his Jewish brethren, "Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate." If the church fails in 
holding to the word of truth, she will hear the same 
judgment pronounced. 

In the light of all this, can you imagine someone 
trying to offset divine instructions ... but, strangely, 
it happens. A few point to John 1: 17 and Romans 
6:17 and jump to the conclusion that in the Christian 
system there is no law because there is grace. The 
point these distracters miss is that the context of the 
two passages proves that the word "law" indicates 
the Law of Moses and the word "grace" denotes the 
"law of the spirit of life in Christ. "2 

Law and grace are not mutually exclusive. 
Please permit me to prove the truth of that bold 

assertion. I propose to do so by questioning those 
who say that grace dispenses with law. 

To those who insist that in the Christian system 

2 The word translated "grace" is found 37 times in the Old Testament and is translated "grace, favor, and supplication." It is used of man's disposition 
to man, and of God's disposition to man. The word "law" is found 200 times in the New Testament, and is used of the "law of the spirit of life in 
Christ; the law of Christ; the perfect law; and the law of libeny. So, we have grace as favor extend by jehovah to man in the Old Testament, and law 
as a rule of conduct in the new covenant. The Law of Moses did not provide for the forgiveness of all sin, and the Law of Christ does make such pro

vision (Heb 8: 12), but both have grace and both have law. 
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there is no law because, as they say, law came by 
Moses ·and grace and truth came by Jesus, and then 
wrongly conclude that there was no grace under 
Moses and there is no law under Christ I humbly ask 
you to answer the following questions: 

Is baptism essential to salvation? 
Is instrumental music acceptable in worship of 

God? 
Is extra-congregational authority acceptable in 

the organization of the church? 
Is first-day-of-the-week assembly necessary? 
(If we are not under law, then it would follow 

that baptism, instrumental music in worship, hierar
chy in government of the church, and weekly assem
blies are all optional. If not, then by what rule are 
they made necessary.) 

More questions please: 
Are we saved by grace only? 
Is grace the gift of God? 
Does God make grace appear to all men? 
Are all works excluded in the scheme of salva-

tion? 
Is faith a work? 
Is faith excluded? 
(The advocates of all grace and no law must smil

ingly accept universal salvation, and reject even the 
necessity of believing on God as we come to him, 
which opens the door of eternal salvation to unre
pentant Muslims, Hindus, etc.) 

Now, a step further: 
Would it be all right to put hamburgers and coke 

on the Lord's Table? 
Would it be acceptable to God for us to use in

cense, bells, and holy water as a part of our adora
tion, service, and worship to God? 

(Consistency would compel approving even beef
steak and beer in Christian worship. In my mind's 
eye, I see a few die-hards saying, Yeah, well, so what 
-bring on the hamburgers and roll out the beer bar
rel- one weak voice has already accepted hamburg
ers on the Lord's Table, claiming the communion is 
part of a common meal.) 

Just a few more questions, please: 
How about worshiping on high hills, and under 

green trees? 

Would sexual immorality be permitted? 
Would sodomy be approved as a part of Chris

tian worship? 
If you disallow any of this, you must tell me why 

you reject it. Now, please do not say that fornication, 
effeminacy, drunkenness, idolatry, extortion, thiev-
ery, and covetousness are sinful because of ... well .. . 
because of . . . dare we use the word ... because of .. . 
law.3 

Does not grace do away with law? 
Or have you changed your mind? 
You see, my dear friend, if we say all grace and 

no law prevails under the love and kindness of the 
Son of God, then there is no place to stop. It is, in 
fact, true benevolence to enforce the law and recog
nize that some things are wrong. 

But, if you do that, you must also admit that 
there are things that are right because they are com
manded, which is to recognize the importance and 
necessity of law. 

It is deadly to dishonor the basic premise that 
God's word is always law- whether under Moses 
or under Jesus. The Jews had to learn that hard les
son (2 Kings 17 :9-20). 

Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father who is ·in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name 
cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Ev
ery one therefore that heareth these words of mine, 
and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise man, 
who built his house upon the rock: and the rain de
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was 
founded upon the rock. And every one that heareth 
these words of mine, and doeth them not, shall be lik
ened unto a foolish man, who built his house upon 
the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and smote upon that 
house; and it fell: and great was the fall thereof' 
(Matt 7:21-27). 
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3 If this is jolting to you, do not seek to dismiss it because it is extreme. Do not say, "That is ridiculous. No one would advocate such evil and call it 
worship." Remember that these very vices, including sodomy and adultery, were practiced by Israel on every high mountain and under every green 
tree (1 Kings 16:4, Isa 57:5, jer 2:20). Remember Baal-peor. 
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''Calling on the Name of the Lord" 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

I n Joel 2:32 we read, "Whosoever shall call on 
the name of Jehovah shall be delivered." Peter 
quotes the prophecy of Joel 2 in Acts 2:16 stat

ing, "But this is that which hath been spoken through 
the prophet Joel." In Acts 2:21 Peter quotes Joel 
2:32 and says, "Whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved." In Romans 10:13 Paul 
writes, "For, whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved." In Acts 22: 16 Ananias tells 
Saul (or Paul), "And now why tarriest thou? Arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 
his name." What does this phrase "calling on his 
name" mean? This article will examine these three 
very important verses: Acts 2:21; Acts 22:16; and 
Romans 10:13. 

Many denominational preachers claim all one 
has to do to be saved is to pray to God asking for sal
vation or inviting Jesus into one's heart. Some have 
urged sinners to come to the "mourners bench" or to 
"the prayer altar" or to "the mercy seat" and there 
pray for pardon. This was said to be "calling on the 
name of the Lord." Let us carefully examine this 
phrase "calling on the name of the Lord" that is 
found several times in the New Testament. 

A Study of Romans 10:13 

It is a hermeneutical principle that any verse taken 
out of context is a pretext. For example - Matthew 
27:5 says that Judas "went away and hanged him
self." Luke 10:37 says, "Go, and do thou likewise." 
John 13:27 states, "What thou doest, do quickly." 
Does this mean I am to go and hang myself like Judas 
and get it done quickly? This is an example of twist
ing and perverting scripture to one's own destruction 
(2 Pet. 3:15-17). One must first study a verse in con
text. 

Romans 10:13 comes in the section of Romans 
9-11. In Romans 9-11 Paul is discussing God's 
former and present dealings with the Jews (i.e. the 
physical descendants through the line of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob). Paul anticipates an objection that 
the Jews would make. The Jews would argue that if 
Paul were right, the promises God made to Abraham 
and his seed would be nullified. The Jews thought 

that since they were the children of Abraham noth
ing could ever separate them from the promises. The 
Jews were using their identity as Jews as their proof 
they were justified apart from the blood of Christ (cf. 
Rom. 5:10). 

However, Paul forcefully proclaims in Romans 
9:6, "But it is not as though the word of God hath 
come to nought." The point Paul makes in Romans 
9-11 is that God has never made salvation dependent 
on genealogy. God has always made salvation depen
dent upon individual obedience. God did single out 
the Jews so he could bless all mankind (Gen. 12:1-3). 
But, each individual had the responsibility to be 
saved individually. Ezekiel 18 :4 states, "The soul that 
sinneth it shall die." The whole chapter of Ezekiel18 
teaches salvation is individual and based on one's 
obedience- not genealogy. Habakkuk 2:4 states, 
"The righteous shall live by his faith" (that is by his 
steadfast trust and obedience to the Lord's com
mands). 

The book of Romans clearly teaches salvation is 
based on individual faith and not on genealogy. Ro
mans 14: 12 states, "So then each one of us shall give 
account of himself to God." Just because one was a 
physical Jew, that did not mean that he was justified. 
In Romans 2:28-29 Paul states, "For he is not a Jew 
who is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision 
which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, 
in the spirit not in the letter; whose praise is not of 
men, but of God." Therefore, the true Jew is one 
who is circumcised in the heart (Deut. 10:16; Jer. 
4:4). John the baptist warned the Jews of his day, 
"Think not to say within yourselves, we have Abra
ham to our father" (Matt. 3 :9). In other words, do 
not think that just because you descended from 
Abraham that you are justified in the eyes of God. 
John's warning was applicable when Paul wrote Ro
mans. 

In Romans 9:6 Paul argues, "But it is not as 
though the word of God hath come to nought. For 
they are not all Israel, that are of Israel." Paul is 
teaching that the promises God made to Abraham 
have not been nullified. The promises always in-
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volved accepting Jesus who came to save all men 
from their sins (Gen. 12:3 -Acts 3:24-26). Paul 
says, "They are not all Israel, that are of Israel." In 
other words, they are not all true Jews that are physi
cal Jews. The true Jew is one who is circumcised in 
the heart (Rom. 2:28-29) and has faith in Jesus 
(Rom. 10:1-12). Notice Romans 9:6 and 11:26. Paul 
concludes the section by stating, '~nd so all Israel 
shall be saved." The "all Israel" of Romans 9:6 and 
11:26 are those individual Jews who believe and 
trust in Jesus. So, Paul's main point is that salvation 
is based on each individual's response of faith to God 
and not on the basis of being a physical Jew - that is 
not on genealogy. 

Now we come to Romans 10:9-15. Some say 
that calling and believing are the same thing. Some 
say all one has to do to "call" is simply invite Jesus 
into his heart. But, notice that before one can "call," 
he must first "believe." This proves that believing 
and calling are not one and the same! In Romans 
10:13, Paul writes, "Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." The word "whoso
ever" points to Jew or Gentile. Romans 10:13 shows 
salvation is dependent upon one's own personal obe
dient response and is not based on genealogy. The 
"call" in Romans 10: 13 means to come to an obedi
ent faith and do what the Lord requires (cf. Rom. 
6:3-4,17-18; 1 Pet. 1:22). This is made evident from 
a study of Acts 2:21 and 22:16. It is not just an oral 
request! 

A Study of Acts 2:21 

When Peter quoted Joel 2:32 in Acts 2:21, did he 
mean to make just an oral confession or verbal com
mitment? Read on in Acts 2 and look at what Peter 
told these hearers to do. Acts 2:37 reveals that after 
Peter's sermon they were "pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, 
what shall we do?" Notice Peter did not say, "Call on 
the name of the Lord" or '~ccept Christ as your per
sonal savior." Peter did not even say, "Believe on the 
Lord Jesus." Why? Because they already believed. 
Peter did say, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 
of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

Notice the following analogy and parallelism: 
Acts 2:21- (A) to be saved- (B) one must call 

on the name of the Lord 
Acts 2:38 - (A) to receive remission of sins -

(C) one must repent and be baptized 
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Obviously, "to be saved" is equivalent to receiv
ing "remission of sins." Peter by analogy and paral
lelism teaches what it means to call on the name of 
the Lord! The way to call on the name of the Lord is 
to have a pricked heart, to be convinced that Jesus is 
the Christ, and repent and be baptized. It is false 
doctrine to take baptism out of the salvation analogy. 
This is a form of what mathematicians call the transi
tive property or the substitution property. If A=B 
and A= C, therefore B =C. 

A Study of Acts 22:16 

In Acts 22:16 Ananias tells Saul, '~d now why tarri
est thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on his name." The word arise is a parti
ciple in Greek with an imperative sense. The verbs be 
baptized and wash away are both aorist middle im
peratives. The middle voice gives the meaning "get 
yourself baptized" and "get your sins washed away." 
The participle calling is an aorist middle. A participle 
describes the action of the verb or verbs that it modi
fies. Denominational people want the participle 
"calling" to modify only "wash away." They do not 
want it to modify or have anything to do with "be 
baptized." If it did, they would have to concede that 
baptism is important in the forgiveness of sins pro
cess. However, since "be baptized" and "wash away" 
are both in the imperative mood linked with the co
ordinating conjunction and, the participle calling 
would best modify both verbs. 

Wayne Price states, "The participle bears the 
same relation to all the commands that it would bear 
to any one of them." The "calling" is an adverbial 
participial phrase that describes the action of these 
two main verbs. Therefore, the Bible is teaching here 
that one has his sins washed away in the act of bap
tism (Cf. Rom. 6:3-4, 17-18). The verse is also teach
ing by being baptized and washing away one's sins, 
one is "calling on the name of the Lord." The apostle 
Peter said that "baptism" does now "save us" (1 Pet. 
3:21). In Acts 9:6 Saul is told, "But rise, and enter 
into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must 
do." In Acts 22: 16 Saul is given two imperatives (an 
imperative is a command , a must). The two impera
tives were to "get yourself baptized" and "get your 
sins washed away." Therefore, baptism is a "must." It 
is something that "must" be done (Acts 9:6; 22:16). 
It is not an optional thing that one can either take it 
or leave it. It is a command that one must obey 
(Mark 16:16; Acts 10:48). The efficacy of baptism 
lies not in the act of baptism itself, but in the fact that 



Christ has authorized and commanded it. 
Some denominational people believe that Saul 

was saved on the road to Damascus when he had his 
experience. But, if that was true why was he com
manded to "get yourself baptized" and to "get your 
sins washed away"? The denominational argument 
does not make sense. If Saul were saved on the road 
to Damascus, Ananias did not know it, for he told 
Saul what he needed to do to wash away his sins. 

The Teaching of Jesus 
Jesus said in Luke 6:46, '~d why call ye me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which I say?" In Mat
thew 7:21 Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who 
is in heaven." The teaching of Jesus is very plain, 
clear, and concise. It does no good to verbally call on 
the Lord without a life of obedience. To truly call on 
the name of the Lord is to obey his will. In John 
14:15 Jesus said, "If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments." In John 15:14 He said, "Ye are my 
friends if ye do the things which I command you" 
(Refer also to these passages: John 14:15-24; 15:9-
14; 1 John 2:3-6; 5:3; 2 John 6). 

A Study of Miscellaneous Passages 
Acts 9:14, '~nd here he hath authority from the 
chief priests to bind all that call upon thy name." The 
expression "all that call upon thy name" refers to 
Christians. 

Acts 9:21, '~d all that heard him were amazed, 
and said, Is not this he that in Jerusalem made havoc 
of them that called on this name?" The words "them 
that called on this name" refers to Christians. 

1 Corinthians 1 :2, "Unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, ... with all that call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their 
Lord and ours." Notice that the "church" is de
scribed as "all that call upon the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." The expressions describe the Corin
thian Christians. They had called upon the name of 
the Lord. What did they do to become Christians? 
How did they call? Acts 18:8 states, "And many of 
the Corinthians hearing believed, and were bap
tized." 

Psalms 145:18, "Jehovah is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him, To all that call upon him in 
truth." This verse teaches that one must be obedient 
to some specific truth in order to call. 

Isaiah 55:6, "Seek ye Jehovah while he may be 
found; call ye upon him while he is near." How does 

one call on Jehovah? The next verse makes it clear 
"how" to call. Isaiah 55:7, "Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and 
let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God for he will abundantly 
pardon." The Jews were to be obedient to God in 
calling upon Him. 

2 Timothy 2:22, "But flee youthful lusts, and fol
low after righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure heart." Those that 
"call on the Lord out of a pure heart" describes 
Christians. 

Conclusion 
The conclusion that we draw from the above scrip
tures is that "calling on the name of the Lord" is tan
tamount to "obeying the Lord." In all of the three 
main passages under discussion (Acts 2:2 1; 22:16; 
Rom. 10:13) calling on the name of the Lord never 
means just verbally asking Jesus to save you or come 
into your heart. Examine the following chart: 

Acts 2:21- to be saved- one must call on the 
name of the Lord 

Acts 2:38- to have the remission of sins- one 
must repent and be baptized 

Acts 22:16- being baptized and washing one's 
sins away - is calling on the Lord 

Romans 10:13 -one must call to be saved
but, one is made free from sin at the point of baptism 
(Rom. 6:3-4, 17-18). 

The denominational argument is just another 
way of denying what the Bible teaches about bap
tism. Sad! It is false doctrine to take baptism out of 
the salvation equation. 
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An Imaginary Visit 
to a 11Church of Christ'' 

(A Few Years Hence) 

By Frazier Conley 

I recently entered a modern Church of Christ. The 
sign outside said, "Community Association." 
Underneath in very small letters it said, "For

merly the Church of Christ - for which we apolo
gize." 

I was fortunate to be there on Tuesday night be
cause they have no other assemblies. The Speaker 'ex
plained to me that there was nothing in the New Tes
tament that prescribed a Sunday assembly - or any 
assembly for that matter. But the Special Leaders 
("there is nothing in the New Testament that pre
scribes 'elders' or 'evangelists' as such," he said), 
nonetheless, believed it was advantageous to get to
gether at least once every two weeks. 

When I came into the assembly area, I was very 
surprised. It was divided into four large areas. In one 
corner was a basketball court, play in progress. In 
another corner was a mechanism of spinning baskets, 
looking something like a Ferris wheel, with slips of 
paper inside. In the third corner was a selection of 
exercise equipment, people vigorously putting the 
devices to use. In the fourth corner there were 
people behind easels with half-finished paintings of 
various themes on them. 

I told the Speaker that this did not seem to me to 
resemble a church. He replied that I was remember
ing a time when people believed that all faith and 
practice had to be grounded in the scriptures, and 
the doctrine had proven to be erroneous. 

"Times have changed," he said, "now we have to 
do what is more appealing to people. Of course, we 
still do suggest that people confess faith in Jesus," he 
said apologetically. '~lthough, a few are complaining 
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about how narrow that view is." He explained the 
reasoning - that since no one could think of anyone 
who was not going to go to heaven, why should any 
confession of Jesus be required? "We have to be so~ 
dally aware and open to the future, you know," he 
declared. 

I asked the man about the absence of the singing 
of hymns. He told me that the painting group had 
replaced hymn singing. The New Testament does not 
say not to paint. Also any doctrine that implies the 
New Testament might be thought to actually enjoin 
singing was legalistic: "We don't live under any kind 
of laws, you know." He said that what was important 
was the inner expression of the soul. 

Prayer had been replaced with the prayer wheel. 
It was thought to be a more efficient way of praying. 
Written prayers were inserted in the wheel, and ev
ery time it spins the prayer is thought to be ex
pressed. 

"God," he said, "would surely not refuse any 
homage, however," he said, "we are soon going to 
eliminate the prayer wheel. The scrip~re does not 
prescribe the wheels or prayers at all. To actually re
quire praying to be pleasing to God is extremely legal
istic." 

I asked about the weekly Lord's Supper. He pa
tiently explained that I was probably trying to imi
tate the New Testament practice, and that enlight
ened and educated people had determined long ago 
that the New Testament is not normative for any 
such matters. He said that for a while they had en
gaged in monthly celebrations of the Lord's Supper, 
then bi-annual, then annual observances. But that 
since there was no divinely prescribed day or fre
quency or manner that to observe it with regularity 
was legalistic. They would get around to something 
like it sometime, if no one objected. 

I saw a book lying on the floor with "Holy Bible" 
on the cover. I opened it, surprised to see that there 
was just one page and one sentence on the page. It 



said, "Believe in Jesus." I raised the objection that this 
was not the Bible I was familiar with. He explained 
that they had found that most of the Bible was irrel
evant, being written to other people in other times. It 
was after all no more thait an accidental collection of 
surviving documents, full of errors of all kinds. And 
besides that, it was confusing, and it led to divisive
ness. Mter several members had studied the matter, it 
was determined that the only really relevant, norma
tive, and prescriptive statement was, "Believe in 
Jesus." And he said, ''As I said earlier, even that is being 
challenged. But we have to be flexible and change 
with the times, you know. Go with what people like. 
And to think," he exclaimed, "at one time Restoration 
Movement leaders even thought of the New Testa
ment as being a complete Constitution!" He also stuff
ily complained that the Community Association 
across the street had two sentences in their Bible. "The 
bigots," he said under his breath. 

I said, "Well, I guess that takes care of Bible study." 

"How do people become members here?" I 
asked. 

"Well, if they want to, we let them confess 
Jesus," he said, hesitantly. He explained that repen
tance was considered too restrictive for homosexual 
members, and baptism had been determined to be a 
culturally related matter, and legalistic on top of it. 

I asked about the exercising and basketball 
games? 

''And what is wrong with them? Everyone knows 
exercise is good for you," he said. 

''And what about giving?" I asked. 
He said, "Oh, we still give. We dun the members 

once a month. Somebody's got to pay for all this 
stuff you know." 

I left feeling good about myself that I had been to 
church. At least, they said I had. 
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The Ten Commandments 
and the Sabbath 

By Albert Gardner 

W hen God brought the Jews out of Egypt, 
He spoke the Ten Commandments to 
them, which Moses recorded in Exodus 

10:1-17. Moses restated the law in Deuteronomy 5. 
Moses called all Israel and said unto them, Hear, 
0 Israel, the statutes and judgments which I 
speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn 
them, and keep, and do them. The Lord our 
God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The 
Lord made not this covenant with our fathers, 
but with us, even us, who are all of us alive this 
day (Deut. 5:1-3). 

Notice 1) He called Israel2) God made this cov
enant with them 3) He gave it at Horeb, which is Mt. 
Sinai. This means the Ten Commandments were 
given to the Jews and were never given to Gentiles. 
Gentiles were never in Egyptian bondage, and were 
never given a law at Horeb. 

The Ten Commandments, along with the entire 
Jewish law were taken away at the cross. "Blotting 

out the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross" (Col. 2:14). The only 
"handwriting" of God that we know anything about 
is on the tables of stone. "And he gave unto Moses, 
when he had made an end of communing with him 
upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of 
stone, written with the finger of God" (Exod. 
31:18). This writing was nailed to the cross. 

In view of this, what is the meaning of Matthew 
5: 17-18? "Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but 
fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise pass from 
the law till all be fulfilled." He does not say the law 
will last as long as heaven and earth. 

Jesus is the only one who could keep the law, and 
therefore, fulfill it. He did not come to remove it by 
force but to fulfill it. Until he fulfilled it, no part of 
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the law would be removed, but when it was fulfilled 
all of it would be taken away. "Having abolished in 
his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace" (Eph. 2: 15). 

If the Ten Commandments are still in force and 
are to be observed by people today, it is obvious that 
the fourth command to remember the sabbath is to 
be kept. The claim is made the Ten Commandments 
are the moral law which existed from the beginning 
and will continue till the end of time. However, the 
fourth command to remember the sabbath is not a 
moral law, but is a positive divine command sur
rounded by moral commands. The early church did 
not observe the sabbath, but worshiped on the first 
day of the week. This was in keeping with the proph
ecy. 

"The stone which the builders refused is become 
the head stone of the corner. This is the Lord's do
ing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day which 
the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it" (Psa. 118:22-24). 

These verses are quoted and applied to Christ. 
After the man was healed at the Beautiful Gate of the 
temple, Peter preached the second recorded gospel 
sermon. The Sadducees did not like his preaching 
about the resurrection, and Peter and John were put 
in jail overnight. They were brought before the high 
priest and others, and were asked "by what power, 
or by what name" the man was healed. Peter said it 
was done by "the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, 
even by him doth this man stand here before you 
whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the cor
ner" (Acts 4:10-11). 

Jesus became the head of the corner when he was 
raised on the first day of the week. "Now when Jesus 
was raised early the first day of the week, he ap
peared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he 
had cast seven devils" (Mark 16:9). 

Now, notice Psalm 118:24. "This is the day 
which the Lord hath made." This is the day. What 
day? The day He became the head stone of the 
corner, the resurrection day, which is the first day. 
This is the day the Lord has made. It is the Lord's 
day. What day is that? It is the first day that is .the 
Lord's day. 

The first-century church was under the direction 
of apostles who guided them by inspiration to wor
ship on the first day of the week. '~d upon the first 
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day of the week, when the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to de
part on the morrow; and continued his speech until 
midnight" (Acts 20:7). 

"Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gathering when I come" (1 Cor. 
16:2). 

"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet" (Rev. 
1:10). 

Who changed sabbath observance to worship on 
the first day? The pope, Constantine, nor any other 
man did it. It was in the plan of God, which plan is 
revealed by David. 

Paul clearly identifies the Ten Commandments in 
2 Corinthians 3:7, and says they are to be done away. 
"But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children 
of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of 
Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory 
was to be done away." The next verses mcdce a con
trast between the law and the gospel. Notice verse 
eleven. "For if that which is done away was glorious, 
much more that which remaineth is glorious." In 
verse seven, the law written on stones was "glori
ous." Verse eleven says that which was "glorious" is 
done away. 1) Ten Commandments were written on 
stone 2) They are said to be glorious 3) That which 
was glorious is done away. 

Under the Christian age we are not free to kill; 
lie, steal, or commit adultery, because nine of the ten 
commands are included in the gospel (Rom. 13 :8-9), 
either directly or are forbidden by some positive 
statement. 
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(Dear brother Dobbs, I work in a jail ministry at the Muscogee County jail in Columbus, Ga., and am a 
member of the Edgewood church. When an inmate says he wants to be baptized, I give him a copy of the en
closed article, I Want to be Baptized. One prisoner thought the article should be available beyond prison walls. 
I submit it to you for consideration for publication in the Firm Foundation.) 

I Want to Be Baptized 
By Carroll Collins 

So you want to be baptized, but what does it 
· mean? It means you fully believe Jesus Christ is 

the Son of God and was sent to be your Savior. 
It was he of whom the angel said to Joseph, "For it is 
he that shall save his people from their sins" (Matt. 
1:21). 

It means you are ready and willing to repent of 
your sins, Luke 13:3. Repentance means a change of 
mind in this setting ... to change your mind about 
sin. You will stop sinning as far as possible. That be
ing true, your life will change for the better. Chang
ing your mind changes your life. 

It means you are willing to confess faith in Christ 
before others (Rom. 10:9-10). 

It means you are ready to be baptized to wash 
your sins away (Acts 22: 16). Or, as Peter put it in 
Acts 2:38, "For the remission of sins." 

What a tremendous act of obedience baptism is. 
It is at that point, in a chain of obedient acts that 
God forgives your sins. It is there that God appropri
ates the cleansing blood of Christ to your soul. 

Jesus said his blood was shed for remission of 
sins (Matt. 26:28). Peter said be baptized for remis
sion of sins (Acts 2:3 8). So it is in baptism that sins 
are remitted (forgiven) by the blood of Christ. 

John wrote that Christ loved us and washed us 
from our sins by his blood (Rev. 1 :5). Saul of Tarsus 
was told to "arise and be baptized and wash away thy 
sins." Again, the blood washes our sins away in bap
tism. 

But baptism affects much more for the sinner 
who becomes a saint and Christian. 
· In baptism you put on Christ (Gal. 3:27), like a 
beautiful garment. Baptism puts us into Christ (Gal. 
3:27). Before baptism you are outside him; outside 
the sphere of blessings given those who surrender to 
Christ in obedience to the gospel" (1 Pet. 4: 17). 

Paul says all spiritual blessings are "in Christ" 
(Eph. 1:3 ). That being true, before baptism, you had 

no spiritual blessings. Following baptism, you have 
access to them all. 

Furthermore, baptism means being baptized into 
Christ's body, the church (1 Cor. 12:13; Col. 1:18). 
This is why scripture says the Lord adds those bap
tized for remission of sins to the church (Acts 2:38, 
41, 4 7). Acts 2:4 7 shows that the church is made up of 
the saved. And Ephesians 5:23 says that Christ is the 
Savior of the body, which is the church (Col. 1:18). 

It is in Christ's church- his body- that the 
Christian life is lived. It is in the church that spiritual 
service to God and our fellow man is to be rendered. 

Remember, all spiritual blessings are in Christ 
(Eph. 1 :3) and to be in Christ is to be in his body, the 
church (Col. 1: 18). As a member of the body, all must 
function or serve, as a body part (1 Cor. 12: 12-26). 

We must present ourselves to serve according to 
our ability and as opportunity presents itself. 

We must worship God in the weekly assembly of 
the church (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; John 4:23-24). 
Scripture forbids forsaking this assembly (Heb. 
10:25). 

In this assembly of the church on Sunday, the 
first day of the week, the Lord's day (Rev. 1:10), we 
are to sing, (Eph. 5:19; Heb. 2:12), pray (Acts 2:42), 
teach (Acts 20:7), eat the Lord's supper (Acts 20:7), 
and give (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

A Christian life will participate in every work of 
the church in which he/she can contribute (Matt. 
6:33). 

Being baptized means that being a Christian is 
first and foremost in your life and everything else re
volves around that, not the other way around. 
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Divine Approval or Benign Endurance? 
By Jesse Fonville 

Bible scholars, Christians, and many serious stu
dents of the Bible find that some of God's 
dealings with man in Old Testament times 

were often puzzling. Even though there are some dif
ficult passages, I am persuaded that we often make un
founded assumptions, especially in regard to issues 
that God has not spelled out as clearly as we would 
like. These assumptions can often lead to disagree
ments and even arguments among brethren. 

I would like to propose a question for your con
sideration, and one that, perhaps, can help us be'tter 
understand God's dealings with man in at least four 
troublesome areas. A failure to properly interpret 
God's will and intentions has led to disturbances in 
the church. 

Let us consider some areas of difficulty: Israel's 
demand for kings; bigamy and polygamy as practiced 
by some godly men; and the matter of divorce. With 
regard to each issue, let us ask the question: "Were 
these done with divine approval, or with benign en
durance?" 

I believe the way we answer that question will 
make an important difference in the way we inter
pret related passages in the New Testament. 

In the matter of changing Israel from a theocracy 
to a monarchy, God was not pleased with their de
mands, but he tolerated them (1 Sam. 8: 5-9). 

It is possible that I have missed something in my 
studies of the scriptures, but I believe the issue of 
multiple wives by some of the patriarchs falls under 
the benign endurance category. Even though God al
lowed it, it was not done with his express approval 
as he states for us the divine pattern: "For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh" 
(Matt. 19:5). Jesus has reinstated God's original de
sign for marriage (Gen. 2:24). 

Finally, in the matter of divorce, God hates di-
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vorce (Mal. 2:16), but he permitted Moses to "bend·~· 
that law (Matt. 19:8-9), and instructed Jesus to 
"straighten" it back to its original design. This is 
clearly another example of God's benign endurance, 
but not his approval. . 

We need to remember that back there were the 
"times of ignorance" that God overlooked, but now 
calls for repentance (Num. 15 :22-29; Acts 17:30.). 
"Who [God] in times past suffered all nations to walk 
in their own ways" (Acts 14:16). · 

Just because God tolerated some things in the 
Old Testament does not mean that they now meet his 
approval. 

2946 Avondale Rd. 
Columbui, GA. 31903 
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Obituary 

Joseph H. Cox, 89, of Lquisville,_. Ky., passed 
away Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2003, at .Caritas Medi
cal Center, Louisville, Ky. · . . . 
He was a native of Hart. County, Ky., a retired 

minister for the Auburndale Church .of Christ in 
Louisville. He had preached _die gospel f~r 70 yearS, 
beginning in 1933. He did .local work jn Indian~, 
Ohio, Florida, and Kentucky .. He wrote for several 
brotherhood papers. 

Wanda, his help meet of almost 66 years, pre
ceded him in death on Apr. 17, 2001. He is survived 
by three sons, Vernon J. Sr., Merrill R., and Dr. Foy 
W. Cox; one sister, Martha Robinson; seven grand
children; and three great-grandchildren. 

The funeral services were held on November 15 
in Louisville, Ky. Ministers who officiated we.re 
Vernon Harris, Warren Rainwater, an4 ·Ben F. Vick 
Jr. Burial was. in the Resthaven Memorial Park in 
Louisville, Ky. 

Infonnatip!J submitted by: 
; Ben F. Vick Jr. 

491-5 Shelbyville Rd. 
Indianapolis, IN 46237 
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Another Look at Nadab And Abihu 
By Lewis G. Hale 

W have been correct in referring to the ac
count of Nadab and Abihu as an impor
tant rule of conduct in our worship. This 

story is in Leviticus 10:1-2. Nadab and Abihu were 
sons of Aaron and therefore were priests of God. 

· Nadab and Abihu offered incense to God, which 
was the correct thing to do. However, in making their 
offering, they used "strange fire" which was not the 
correct thing to do. The word strange as used there, is 
from a Hebrew word meaning "foreign, alien, or pro
fane." When incense was offered to God, it was to be 
burned with coals of fire taken from the altar of the 
Lord (Num. 16:12). 
. It seems. very clear that these sons of Aaron had 

gotten their fire from some place other than the al
tar. What was the importance of having fire from off 
the altar? Well, of course, because God said so. But, 
why did he say so? . According to Exodus 29:3 7, 
whatever touched the altar was made holy. Fire from 
off the altar would be holy fire. Any other fire would 
be unholy fire. In making an offering to God, Nadab 
and Abihu 'dared to burn incense with unholy fire 
and in consequence fire. came out from God and con
sumed them. 
r.·.-The key'.to unders.tanding these events is found 

iri the statement "which he commanded them not." 
They used fire which God had not commanded. 
When God said to use coals of fire from off the altar 
before God, that excluded any other sort of fire. · 

We are not at liberty to offer unto God that 
which he has not commanded. 

However, there is another very important aspect 
to this story. 

We are being told by several brethren that "all of 
l~fe is worship." What they are attempting to foist 
upon our brotherhood is the idea that anything 
which is acceptable in our private lives is acceptable 
in our public worship. 
· · Notice that Nadab and Abihu "offered ... before 

the Lord." This was definitely an act of worship. If to 
create a desirable aroma, they had burned incense in 
their tents, would anyone have questioned their right 
to do so? Would God have consumed them with fire? 
Of course not!. That would not have constituted an 

offering before the Lord. What one does for per
sonal pleasure is far different from what one does as 
an offering to God. Personal preferences and public 
worship may be miles apart. 

It is significant that three times it is said that they 
offered strange fire, Lev. 10:1; Nutn. 3:4; Num. 
26:61. That indicates it is very important to know. 
Surely this was written to warn us not to offer unto 
God what is strange, what ~e has not commanded. 

In our worship, what we offer unto God must be 
sanctified, holy. Time and again, the Old Testament 
warned the priests against profaning, making com
mon, what was holy. Leviticus 10: 10 says they must 
"put difference between holy and unholy." The 
words unholy and profane are from the same He
brew word khole. Holy and unholy is a contrast be
tween what is sanctified and what is common. Ezek
iel22:26 says, "they have put no difference between 
the holy and profane." For that, they were con
demned. 

In Ezekiel42:20, there was a demand to "make a 
separation between the sanctuary and the profane 
place." In spite of what brethren may teach, God 
says there is a difference in what is sanctified and 
what is profane, common or secular. 

Since the word of God gives rules that apply to 
public worship that do not have application in pri
vate activities (as in 1 Cor. 14:34), it should be plain 
to all that not every thing done in private can be 
done in our public worship. 740 S. W. 39th 

Oklahoma City, OK 73109 
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The Fourfold Gospel 
by J.W. McGarvey and Philip Pendleton 

A complete chronological life of Christ, divided 
into titled sections and sub-divisions, with com
ments interjected in the text. CMFE02, Hardback, 
769 pgs. 
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Faulkner University's 
60th Annual 
Bible Lectureship 

Directed by 

V. P. Black & Cecil May Jr. 

Monday, March 1 -Focus on Youth and Family Ministries 
2:00 ..... Balancing Ministry With Personal Life ............ Mike Whisenant 
3:00 ..... The Three Most Important Priorities in Youth Ministry 

............................................................................ Ryan Federlck 
4:00 ..... It takes Family to Raise a Youth Ministry ...... Brandon Presnell 
5:30 ..... Dinner Honoring Elders- Promises of the Chief Shepherd 

............................................................................... John Gipson 
7:30 ..... Providence of God .............................................. John Simpson 

Tuesday, March 2 
8:00 ..... Greater Is He That Is in You Than He 

That Is In the World ..................................... Jim McGulggan 
9:00 ..... Promise or Platitude? (Seek and Ye Shall Find) ... Cecil May Ill 

If God Be for Us ............................................. Russ Crosswhite 
God's Promises to Noah ..................................... Allan Eldridge 
The Book of Acts- God Keeps His Promises ...... Mike McElroy 
God's Promise of Peace to Dwell in Your Heart (Ladies) 
.......................................................................... Louise Lambert 

10:00 ..... Blessings in the Church ................ ................... Frank McElveen 
11 :00 ..... They, With Us Received the Promise ....................... Scott Harp 

My Word Shall Not Return to Me Void ............ De Wayne Spivey 
Promise of the Remission of Sins ........................ Roy Johnson 
The Promise of an Abundant Life 

in Your Marriage (Ladies) ............................... Mikel Frazier 
12:00 ..... Friends for Faulkner Luncheon 

1:30 ..... Righteousness Exalts a Nation .................. Kenneth Randolph 
The Love of God ................................................... Mike Winkler 
God's Promise to the Persecuted ....................... Philip Bradley 
The Chemistry of the Cross ......................... Clarence Deloach 
Encouraging Congregations in Mission Work .......... Don Myers 

2:30 ..... By This Shall All Men Know ................................ Leland Rogers 
God's Promise of a Home in Heaven ................... John Vaughn 
Adam and Eve, Not Adam and Steve ......................... Sam Long 
The Promise of Grace ........................................... Keith Wilson 
God's Promise to David ........................................ Brooks Boyd 

3:30 ..... Open Forum-Is/am .................. E.R. Brannan/Gordan Gentry 
5:30 ..... Silver Circle Reunion 
7:30 ..... 1 Will Build My Church ......................................... Jim Chamblee 

Wednesday, March 3 

God's Promise to Joshua .................................. King McCarver 
God Has a Plan for You .................................... Keith Kasarjian 
Problems, Promises, Prospects (ladies) ........... linda Pledger 

12:00 ..... Luncheon- Jack Wilhelm 
1:30 ..... The Graying of the Flock: Engaging Senior Adults 

in Ministry ...................................................... James Knapp 
I Will Open the Windows of Heaven ......................... Larry Acuff 
1 Will Forgive Their Iniquities and Remember 

Their Sins No More ........................................ Jerry Jenkins 
Great and Precious Promises ............................... Jimmy Clark 
Reaching the Lost Through the Printed Page ..... Allen Webster 

2:30 ..... Our Marriage Vows .................................................. Doug Smith 
Justification in Acts- The "Other" Examples of Conversion 
......................................................................... Raymond Elliott 

The Promises of God Test the Faith of Abraham 
............................................................................ Randall Bailey 

As Your Days, so Shall Your Strength Be ......... Carl Cheatham 
Though He Slay Me, Yet Willi Trust Him .. ......... Rob Robinson 

3:30 ..... Open Forum - Role of Women in Worship ................ Cecil May 
7:30 .. ... Amen! Allelujahl Prerequisites 

to His Promises ......................................... Fenter Northern 

Thursday, March 4 

8:00 Greater Is He That Is in You Than He 
That Is in the World ..................................... Jim McGulggan 

9:00 ..... He Will Direct Your Paths ..................................... Ancll Jenkins 
The Eternal Purpose and Promise of God .............. Ray Paseur 
The Promise of the Spirit ......................................... Steven Guy 
The Promise of Grace and Righteousness ......... Randy Owens 
Behold I Thought (ladies) .................................... .... Gale Jones 

10:00 ..... 1 Will Not Leave You Nor Forsake You .................... Elijah Bush 
11 :00 ..... A Biblical Rationale for Restoration ....................... Jim Howard 

Promise of the Resurrection ........................... Matthew Beasley 
Scripture Cannot Be Broken ....................................... Eric Lyon 
Seeing God in the Dark ......................................... Dorian Flynn 
The Promise of God's Comfort (Ladies) .......... Arnelle Adcock 

12:00 ..... Luncheon- Basil Overton 
1:30 ..... Promise of Assurance of Peace ........................... Billy Lambert 

God's Promise of Grace ........................................ J.T. Harrison 
Standing on the Promises ............ ....................... Jim Ashworth 

8:00 ..... Greater Is He That Is in You Than Reaching the Lost Through Television ...... ....... James Watkins 
He That Is in the World ............................... Jim McGulggan 2:30 ..... Are You Standing on the Promises 

9:00 ..... His Mercy Endures Forever ............................. Richard Rogers of God? ....................................................... George C. Kelly 
God Helps When We Hurt ........................ Johnny Mack Young God's Promises to Zacchaeus ............................ Kelly Wheeler 
Promises of the Coming Kingdom ........................... Glen Posey Keeping Our Promises Like God Keeps His .......... Bill Bagents 
The Promise of Heaven ........................................... Martel Pace Some Advice on Preparing an Ark ....................... Hugh Fulford 
Promises of God Fulfilled in China (ladies) ......... Trudy Payne The Promise of Prayer ........................................... John Gaines 

10:00 ..... How I Greet This Day ................................................. V.P. Black 3:30 ..... Open Forum- Questions and Answers ............ Clem Thurmon 
11 :00 ..... The Promise of Escape from Temptation ............ Richard Harp 5:30 ..... Dinner honoring Nell Anderson 

When God Makes a Promise .............................. Robert Wooda 7:30 ..... There is a Crown Laid Up for Me ........................ George Bailey 
Singing at 7 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights. 

The University Chorus at 7 p.m. Tuesday night. if Faulkner lln:iversity Cecil May Jr. • 334-386-7154 • cmay@faulkner.edu • www.faulkner.edu 
A c H a 1 5 r 1 A., 5345 Atlanta Highway • Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Potpourri • •• 

W e open with some bonne bouche from the 
Chicago Tribune, sent to us by our corre
spondent, Earl Davis. 

·:· Manya A. Brachear (Oct. 4, 2003) notes that 
the daughter whose atheist father filed a lawsuit 
against saying "under God" in pledging allegiance to 
the flag is a professed Christian. Fifteen years ago 
Robert Sherman, also a God-denier, filed a similar 
lawsuit on behalf of his underage son, and today the 
grownup son believes in God and the afterlife. 

•:• Hallmark cards are offering a greeting card to 

celebrate the end of the month of Ramadan- Eid al 
Fitr (Oct. 4, 2003 ). 

·:·The Lubbock Avalance printed a piece from As
sociated Press commenting on the life and times of 
Jonathan Edwards, a denominational preacher who 
was born 300 years ago, and who was the first presi
dent of Princeton University. The current preacher at 
the church were Edwards spent most of his preach
ing career says of this famous theologian, "His theo
logical interests are of no great urgency ... Edward's 
concept of human sinfulness is bleak, if not ungener
ous ... and his negative attitude toward Catholics 
non-ecumenical" (The article was sent by Earl Davis' 
sister-in-law, whose name we do not know.) 

·:·Congregation Beth Or in Deerfield, Ill., is a 
small Jewish synagogue, but the members do not be
lieve in God - not even Yahweh. Beth Or is part of 
the Humanistic Judaism movement, a relatively tiny 
group of Jews who derive inspiration from other 
people, not a supreme power (Oct. 10, 2003). 

·:·Jay Lindsay (Oct. 10, 2003) reports what is 
known as the "emergent churches, a small but grow
ing group nationwide." Lindsay says, "Consisting of 
younger Christian emergent churches cut across de
nominational lines in an effort to reclaim the sense 
of mystery found in the ritual and symbols of the 
faith's ancient past." 

·:·Cal Thomas (Oct. 17, 2003) gives a brief re
view of a book titled "The Transformation of Ameri
can Religion: How We Actually Live Our Faith." It 
was written by a self-styled non-believer named Alan 
Wolfe. Thomas quotes Wolfe as saying, "Talk of hell, 
damnation and even sin has been replaced by a non-

judgmental language of understanding and empa
thy." Wolfe says that people who call themselves 
evangelicals dislike sharing their faith with others for 
fear that doing so might make them seem unfriendly 
or invasive." 

•:• Leaders of the worldwide Anglican Commun
ion chastised the U.S. and Canadian churches for de
cisions involving homosexuality, warning that the 
consecration of an openly homosexual bishop "will 
tear the fabric of our Communion at its deepest 
level" (Oct. 17, 2003). 

•:• Until she blew herself up at Maxim's restaurant 
in Haifa on Oct. 4, taking with her 19 Israelis and Is
raeli Arabs, and injuring more than 60 others, 
Hanadi Jaradat was o ne of the lucky ones. Jaradat 
was lucky because, unlike most Palestinians living 
under Israeli occupation, she was genuinely privi
leged. A lawyer who had studied in J ordan, she came 
from an educated family, lived above the usual pov
erty line and was about to begin her law practice in a 
new office. 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBK03 
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$12.00 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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What makes this particular suicide bombing even 
more terrifying than so many others is not just the 
number of casualties or the timing of the attack, or 
the fact that the bomber was a 29-year-old woman, 
but that she did not fall into what has been redefined 
several times over as the valid profile of a typical sui
cide bomber. 

Rather, Jaradat was living proof that the culture 
of death that has permeated Palestinian society is no 
longer limited to the poor or desperate. What used 
to be the fatal cocktail - religious doctrine that 
promises the bomber eternal life, nationalistic fervor 
that runs throughout the society, hardships of living 
under an occupying force, and economic and social 
deprivation that offer no hope for the future -these 
are no longer sufficient reasons to justify this sense
less phenomenon. The truth is that in her society 
Hanadi Jaradat enjoyed a life of promise and was in 
a position to help others and set an example that it 
was possible, against all odds, to succeed (Oct. 17, 
2003). (Editor,s note: Reflecting on the extreme ac
tion of this young woman is chilling. What does the 
future hold for our world ... and our nation?) 

BooBoo 
SAnd so we come to one controversy facing pro:

ponents of Intelligent Design. The Texas State Board 
of Education plans to decide early in November 
(2003) whether to require textbooks to include a 
pinch of criticism in their pages of pro-evolution 
teaching. But many journalists feel no need to bal
ance Darwinian propaganda with Intelligent Design 
perspective, since they see the latter as educational 
cancer. 

Is that an exaggeration? Look at a recent e-mail 
exchange between Rob Crowther of the Discovery 
Institute, the Intelligent Design spearhead, and 
Houston Chronicle editorial board member James 
Gibbons. Mr. Crowther wrote of his disappointment 
to find the Chronicle twisting the textbook question 
and misrepresenting the Intelligent Design position. 
He asked whether the Chronicle had "any interest in 
representing Discovery Institute's side of this impor
tant issue?' 

Mr. Gibbons replied with a firm NO, writing that 
"As Winston Churchill once remarked, 'I will not be 
neutral as between the fire and the firemen.' In simi
lar fashion, the Chronicle Editorial Board will not be 
neutral as between biologists and members of the 

http://WWw.bible·infonet.org/ 

modern no-nothing [sic] party who have no regard 
for reason, intellect, or even basic honesty." 

In defense of Mr. Gibbons, his role on the edito
rial page does not require him to pretend to be neu
tral. Even so, his expression of bigotry is breathtak
ing: It's rare to label people you don't know as idiots 
and liars. But that's the way it's been for critics of 
Darwin ever since the Scopes trial in 1925. 

CNN, on the other hand, has no defense. The 
news network covered an Austin hearing this sum
mer in which witnesses encouraged the State Board 
of Education to correct factual errors in biology text
books and to require that textbooks present both the 
weaknesses and strengths of evolutionary theory. But 
CNN ignored the actual testimony at the hearing 
and depicted the textbook battle as one between ex
tremist Bible-thumpers and scientists, instead of the 
dispute among scientists that it now is (Marvin 
Olasky writing in Word magazine, Oct. 17, 2003 ). 

''""''" OElvin Deshazo gleaned the following tidbits 
from the internet. We owe him a debt of gratitude. 

Item: Researchers Steven Potter (Georgia Tech) 
and Guy Ben-Ary (University of Western Australia, 
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Perth) have created a robotic "arm" that makes a 
painter's rudimentary brush strokes at Ben-Ary 's lab, 
directed over the Internet by its "brain" (composed 
of 50,000 rat neurons in a petri dish) in Potter's lab, 
according to a July report from BBC News. Accord
ing to Potter, the brain is not yet classically "intelli
gent" but does "adapt" (i.e., experience less chaos) 
and thus strokes more smoothly over time. 

Item: In August, St. Louis, Mo., school board 
member Rochell Moore sent Mayor Francis Slay an 
open letter, criticizing his school-closing manage
ment reforms and advising him that because of his 
obstinacy, she had placed a curse on him. According 
to a report in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Moore's 
curse was modeled after Deuteronomy 28:21, in 
which Moses told the Israelites what would happen 
if they strayed from God, e.g., "The Lord shall make 
the pestilence cleave unto Francis Slay" (When a 
former city comptroller later told reporters he 
thought Moore had "mental problems," Moore al
legedly threatened to kill him.) 

Item: The 2003 valedictorian of Alcee Fortier Se
nior High School in New Orleans failed (for the fifth 
time) the state's mandatory exit exam, and she can
not graduate until she passes. 

Item: Workers tearing down the reactors at the 
old Hanford, Wash., nuclear reservation discovered 
dozens of radioactive nests of mud dauber wasps, but 
so far no wasp had mutated into a monster. 

Item : The district attorney of Watauga County, 
N.C., frustrated at the light sentences judges hand 
down for methamphetamine producers, announced 
that he will begin to charge defendants instead (via a 
recent anti-terrorism law) with manufacturing a 
"nuclear or chemical weapon." 

Item: New York City's new 16-page anti-terrorist 
preparedness manual, produced by a consortium of 
20 government agencies and released in July, con
tains such advice as: If you encounter radiation, go 
outside (if you're inside a building) or go inside (if 
you're outside a building); Do not accept packages 
from strangers; If you find yourself holding a myste
rious substance, put it down. 

Item: In March, in Lisbon, Ohio, after William 
Neville, 30, allegedly tried to get intimate with a 
woman who had taken out a stay-away order against 
him, police chased the man out of her home, down 
the street through the Lisbon Cemetery, until he acci
dentally got caught in a briar patch. 

Item: The St. Petersburg Times reported in July 
that Pinellas County (Fla.) judge Richard Luce was 

being investigated for losing his temper in May and 
thus becoming unsuited to sentence convicted at
tempted-murderer Tam Thane Vo. Luce became an
gry when he surmised that Yo's mother had raised 
her hand, middle finger extended, to her forehead in 
reaction to the verdict, but the mother said she was 
merely having an adverse reaction to her shampoo. 

Item: In Kingsford, Australia, in May, Phyllis 
Newnham, vying for a larger portion of the estate of 
her late friend Florence Mather, claimed in court 
that Mather had made out a subsequent, more gener
ous, superseding wi ll but that one of Ms. Mather's 
dogs ate it (and she produced DNA testing to show 
that the dog had eaten a mangled document, but it 
was unclear if that was the will). 

Item: At the Amoco station on Route 59 In 
Spring Valley, N .Y., an unidentified man twice 
jumped on the counter and shouted, demanding that 
the clerk hand over money, but twice the clerk 
pushed him off, and the man finally gave up and left. 

Item: In Delray Beach, Fla., a man tried to 
carjack Larry Klein, 53, who is disabled, but Klein 
repeatedly jabbed at the man out the window with 
one of his crutches, and he finally ran away. 

Item : Jacquelyn Allen-MacGregor, 47, a 20-year 
executive with United Way in East Lansing, Mich., 
was remorseful after being sentenced to four years in 
prison for stealing more than $2 mi llion from the 
agency to buy show horses; said MacGregor, "I do 
believe that I'm obsessed with horses., . 
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Faith trilogy, discusses such topics as the biblical defi
nition of faith, why people lose their faith (and what can 
be done about it), knowing and defeating our adversary 
-the devil, the origin, nature, and destiny of the soul, 
and how to faithfully teach The Faith. BKBK04 

375 pages • paperback 

$12.00 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

January 2004 31 
Firm Foundation 



Item: An independent investigation revealed in 
August that Mr. Oral Suer, the former CEO of 
United Way of the Washington, D.C., area, had taken 
$1.5 million in improper -payments during his ten
ure; among the alleged improprieties was that Suer 
made several annual gifts to United Way in his own 
name but then collected bogus expenses from the or
ganization to cover the donations. 

Item: In McNairy County, Tenn., Steven Joseph 
Yurick, 33, was convicted of producing child pornog
raphy on the Web site he runs in order to promote 
the modeling career of his 13-year-old daughter; au
thorities found no explicitly erotic photos on the 
site, and the girl said she enthusiastically posed wear
ing scanty clothing because she so earnestly wants to 
be a fashion model. 

Item: A Brisbane, Australia, modeling agency run 
by Darrell Featherstone uses his 8-year-old daughter 
Morgan as a fashion model but only after making her 
up and dressing her to appear to be an adult. 

Item: Robin Wilkinson, a 19-year veteran pros
ecutor who resigned after being charged with DUI, 
said her main defense would be that, at the time of 
the traffic stop, police did not tell her that she had 
the right to an attorney. 

Item: An accountant was charged with embez
zling $170,000 from his employer (a union local) 
and explained that he gave it all to a female assistant 
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for three years' worth of oral sex (New York City). 
Item: Adding to the list of stories that were for

merly weird but which now occur with such fre
quency that they must be retired from circulation: 
Parents who on a hot day leave their infants locked 
in the car (accidentally or for what they believe is 
only a brief period), resulting in death, as happens 
usually to underachieving people but which also hap
pened to University of California professor Mark J. 
Warschauer. 

Item: The proliferation of Internet pages by pen
pal-seeking lonely-heart inmates such as Saul dos 
Reis Jr., who is serving time in Connecticut for a fa
tal sexual assault on a 13-year-old girl, and who ad
vertised himself (on Inmate. com, before the ad was 
recently removed) as "enjoying" "being silly and 
funny" and who has "many qualities which make me 
unique." 

Item: Victor Robinson was charged with murder 
in Miami in April after he allegedly told police he 
roughed up his 8-month-old son to stop him from 
crying so that he wouldn't grow up "to be a punk." 

Item: In Rockville, Md., a 12-year-old girl for
mally acknowledged at a hearing that she had fatally 
stabbed her 15 -year-old brother during a dispute 
over whose turn it was to use the phone. 

Item: Three teenagers with paintball guns terror
ized kids on a playground until they fired into the 
wrong group of kids, one of whom returned fire 
with a real gun, wounding two paint-bailers (Pitts
burgh). 

Item: An expert in workplace violence for the 
Hawaii state government was allegedly roughed up 
by his supervisor in a policy dispute. 
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Item: The government of India's West Bengal 
state began distributing copies of the venerable Kama 
Sutra sex guide to teach prostitutes creative ways to 
give pleasure to clients. 

As we say, Thank you, Elvin Deshazo for sending 
in these interesting items that help us all understand 
the density and convolution of human thinking(?), or 
as we might say, "It does not take a lot of sense to be 
stupid." 

Vile Passions 
O"God has once again brought an Easter out of 

Good Friday," declared an exultant V. Gene 
Robinson after his election as Bishop of New Hamp
shire was approved by his Episcopal colleagues. 
Robinson, who left his wife and children in order to 
satisfy his sexual needs, addressed the bishops in sol
emn assembly thusly: "I believe that God gave us the 
gift of sexuality so that we might express with our 
bodies the love that's in our hearts. I just need to tell 
you that I experience that with my partner. In the 
time that we have, I can't go into all the theology 
around it, but what I can tell you is that in my rela
tionship with my partner, I am able to express the 
deep love that's in my heart, and in his unfailing and 
unquestioning love of me, I experience just a little bit 
of the kind of never-ending, never-failing love that 
God has for me. So it's sacramental for me." 

rowering Inferno 
Oin a ·Times story on how September 11 is still 

affecting New Yorkers, we are told: "There contin
ues to be a minority of people who avoid the subway, 
stay away from skyscrapers, sleep fitfully, find new 
solace in religion." Ah, well, in time they'll over
come such quirkiness. But then there is the statement 
that they continue to find "new" solace in religion, 
which implies they found it there before. 

Homosexual Mother? 
$DENVER- A Christian mother is appealing a 

judge's decision that prohibits her from teaching her 
daughter that homosexuality is wrong. Cheryl Clark, 
~ physician, who left a lesbian relationship in 2000 
after converting to Christianity, was ordered by Den
ver County Circuit judge john Coughlin to "make 
sure that there is nothing in the religious upbringing 
or teaching that the minor child is exposed to that 
can be considered homophobic." 

Dr. Clark filed her appeal with the Colorado 
Court of Appeals last week. Her former lover, Elsey 
McLeod, was awarded joint custody of the child, an 

8-year-old girl who is Dr. Clark's daughter by adop
tion. 

The case has raised red flags among some Chris
tians, who say the decision infringes upon the 
mother's right to freedom of expression and religion. 

judge Coughlin, who issued his ruling April28, 
did award Dr. Clark sole responsibility for the girl in 
the area of religion, although with the caveat about 
exposing the child to anything "homophobic" (The 
Washington Times, Nov 5, 2003). 

OHensive 
OA messianic Jew is suing the University of New 

Orleans for stopping her from distributing a tract 
about jesus. Michelle Beadle, an evangelist with CIF 
(Christian jew Foundation) Ministries, says school 
officials told her the pamphlet could offend people 
on campus. 

Susan Perlman of jews for Jesus chided the 
school. "It is tragic that religious literature which 
makes the case for jesus as the Messiah and Savior is 
an idea the school administration finds unaccept
able." 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD·ROM ••••••••••••••••••••••• $149.95 
Every book written by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of 14titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

I 0. Instrumental Music Question 
II. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sermons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sermon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

-Please include $2.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 6.2.5% sales tax 
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ZatSo? 
OGene Robinson who was recently confirmed as 

an Episcopal Church bishop despite his noncelibate 
homosexual relationship said, "Just simply to say 
that it goes against tradition and the teaching of the 
scripture does not necessarily make it wrong., 

Richard Bilski, part-time janitor for the Anglican 
Church of Kenya in London, was cursed, hit in the 
face with a tennis racket, punched, and had his shirt 
torn off by two men who shouted, "This is a message 
for Pastor Paul Endrei,, apparently referring to an 
August 10 sermon in which Endrei objected to 
Robinson's confirmation. Nearby St. Paul Lutheran 
School received a bomb threat from someone de
manding its preacher support gay marriage on Tv. 

Got Tbllf Backward 
llMarcus Tian Washington was in the process of 

being sentenced to prison when the judge ordered 
that his right hand be uncuffed so his girlfriend could 
put a ring on his finger as a part of their wedding cer
emony, which was taking place at the same time Mr. 
Washington was being sentenced to jail. He will be 
away for 4 to 8 years. Marriage is a cuffing and not 
an uncuffing contract. 

ause 
§Christianity Today (Oct. 2003) reports that 

Keith DeBlasio was sent to Federal Prison for 5 
years. His cellmate raped him more than 20 times 
and infected him with the HIV. He now has AIDS. 
Prison Fellowship Ministries in cooperation with 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restoration Plea in an under
standable way - to define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. BKKU04, 91 pgs., pb 

$4.95 
$2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Hermeneutics 
by D. R. Dungan 
This classic text on biblical interpretation has been 
widely used as a textbook. "Sacred hermeneutics is 
the science of interpreting the scriptures." BKRN01 
paperback, 400 pages 

$ 11.00 • $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

other Christian organizations were instrumental in 
getting the U.S. Congress to pass The Prison Rape 
Elimination Acts of 2003. President Bush signed the 
measure into law on September 4, 2003. 

Till Ieath Do Us Part 
OJim Gorringe, 99, and Dinah Leach, 84, were 

married at the St. James Rest Home in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. The combined age of the newly-weds 
is 184 years. Both have been previously married, bu~ 
are widowed. Great, great grandchildren attended 
the wedding. 

Odd 
OPARIS (Reuters) -A French hunter was shot by 

his dog after he left a loaded shotgun in the trunk of 
his car with two dogs and one of the animals stepped 
on the trigger. 

llids 
$NEW YORK (AP) - Five young men dressed as 

women impersonated police officers and robbed 
men in Greenwich Village. Police said the teenagers 
are implicated in six robberies between Oct 5 and 
Nov. 6. They are accused of handcuffing· men and 
taking their wallets. Police did not say why the vic
tims came in contact with the young men in women's 
clothes. Is this anything like sheep in , wolves~ 
clothes? 

loul Words 
@The American Conservative (10/31/03) said~ 

"French school children are not allowed. to swear, 
and if they do, they're punished accordingly. The 
same goes for Greece, Italy, Germany, Belgium, Hol-:
land, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, and the Scandina~ 
vian countries. In Poland and Egypt swearing adultS 
are subject to arrest" (a tip of the hat to Elvin 
DeShazo for making us aware of this blurb). 

Adoption 
@NEW YORK (AP) - About 60 percent of U.S. 

adoption agencies accept applications from homo
sexuals, though resistance remains strong among 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of, Christ 

A comprehensive treatment of the issues ooncem
ing the second coming of Christ, and the "thousand 
years reign• or premillenialism, which some con
nect with that event. BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



church-related agencies, a new survey by Adam 
Pertman, executive director of the Evan B. 
Donaldson Adoption Institute found. Florida is the 
only state that explicitly bans adoption by homo
sexuals, and its law is being challenged by the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union. Mississippi bans adoption 
by homosexual couples, and Utah forbids adoption 
by any unmarried couple. 

lor Scouts 
OSince 1911 The Boy Scouts of America have ac

cepted members on the basis of this oath: 
"On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to 

God and country and to obey the Scout Law: to help 
other people at all times; to keep myself physically 
strong, mentally awake, and morally straight." 

Today the Scouts are under attack by the radical 
left, aided and abetted by the ACLU in an attempt to 
destroy this organization because they do not like 
what it stands for. (Sorry about ending the sentence 
with a preposition.) 

Good 
OA man described by authorities as a known 

sexual predator was chased through the streets of 
South Philadelphia by an angry crowd of high school 
girls, who kicked and punched him after he was tack
led by neighbors. The man had been exposing him
self to the girls (Yahoo News). 

Surprise 
OA reality TV game show tricks a group of men 

into winning the affections of a beautiful "woman" 
who is actually a man (Yahoo News, Nov. 1, 2003). 

More lligbly Jhaa lie Ougbf 
· OKarl Barth had on his staircase wall portraits of 
Christian thinkers, beginning with Paul, Origen and 
moving on up through Augustine, Abelard, Bernard, 
Thomas, Schleiermacheer, and at the very top was a 
portrait of Karl Barth. 

The Heart of Romans 
A workbook with an outline and explanatory notes 

by Howard Winters 
Excellent for class study. ·The questions on each chapter of 
Romans are designed to send the student to the book of 
Romans. This workbook cannot be used without a study of 
Romans, s0 In the final analysis, this book is a study of Ro
mans, not a study of the workbook. 
BCKU02, paperback, 36 pgs. 

$2.25 • $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

llelp 
OAn interesting Web Site, operated by the Fam

ily Research Council, makes the following appeal: 
President Bush issued a White House Proclama

tion declaring Oct. 12-18, 2003, as "Marriage Pro
tection Week." 

Please take some time this week to ask Congress 
to support a federal marriage amendment that would 
prohibit the courts from imposing so-called "gay 
marriages" on our nation. 

Recent polls show that a growing majority of 
Americans are supportive of this amendment. Far 
too often, our courts are ignoring the will of the 
people and that of State Legislatures in order to im
pose a liberal political agenda on America. 

Now, with the growing likelihood that a U.S. 
court will declare a right to same-sex "marriage," a 
federal marriage amendment has become a necessity. 
Whoever defines marriage and family today will de
termine the history of our country and ultimately 
that of Western civilization. This is the most impor
tant battle facing our nation since Roe v. Wade. 

Act now! Email your Senators and Representa
tives. Tell them to support an amendment to the 
Constitution that will clearly define marriage as be
tween one man and one woman. 

Good&ample 
tlGeorge Lampert, 102, and his wife Amelia, 

100, celebrated the 82nd anniversary of their mar
riage. Mr. Lampert said, "She was everything I 
wanted, and that's all." Fp 

Lectures on the Holy Spirit 
with charts and diagrams 
by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. Cotham confronts the false 
doctrines prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what the Bible teaches 
about the Holy Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Foxe's Book of Martyrs 
by John Foxe 
Throughout the centuries, Christians have endured times of 
persecution and death for daring to take a stand for their 
beliefs. These individuals were martyrs for the cause of 
Christ. This book shows us people who desired to correct 
and reform the religious abuses that had taken over the 
church. hb, 371 pgs. RFOX01 regularly $18.99 

$12.99 • $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Gossip 

Q uestion: What is gossip? Must a r~port be false 
in order to be condemned as gosstp ? 

A nswer: The word gossip goes with such words as 
slander, tale bearing, whispering, evil speaking. 

Of these, only slander would by definition be the re
peating of a false report. The other terms include any 
spreading of an evil report with no good purpose. 

Here is a sampling of pertinent passages: "Where 
there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there 
is no talebearer, strife ceases" (Prov. 26:20). The 
Nelson New King James Bible gives "gossip" in a foot 
note for "talebearer." 

. " Let all bitterness ... and evil speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice" (Eph. 4:31). 
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the Word? 

-Proven Successful
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Free Bible Studies by Mail: 
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Rosenberg, Texas • April 1999 
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Preachers are told to, "Remind them ... to be 
ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one" 
(Titus 3: 1-2). 

"Do not speak evil of one another, brethren" 
Uames 4: 11). 

"Whispering" is included in the lists of deadly 
sins found throughout the Bible, as in Romans 1:29 
and 2 Corinthians 12:20. The apostle warns against 
those who would "learn to be idle, wandering about 
from house to house, and not only idle but gossips 
also and busybodies, saying things which they ought 
not" (1 Tim. 5:13 ). This last seems to be the classic 
description of what we would call a chronic gossip . 

Sometimes something bad about someone needs 
to be told, perhaps as a warning to keep more harm 
from being done, or as necessary information for 
those in a position to correct the wrong done. That 
would not be gossip. But to spread an evil tale, when 
the only motive is to damage another's reputation, 
or to make ourselves look good by comparison, or to 
show how much we are "in the know," is surely con·
demned in these verses, even if the report is not 
false. 

Share 
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5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

Firm Foundation 
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-Alaska-

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, tO a.m., Katy Fwy. 77094. (28t) 492-t219. Sun. 9, tO 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:tS p.m. (407) 657-0657, a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

-Georgia- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, n377. (713) 35t-4649, 

A I A d 1 Ch h f 
Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

t anta - von a e urc o Christ, 40t7 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-t47S. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (t.t miles inside 1-285). Livingston - ttOt W. Church St., Exit off 59 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (30t) 253-9432. 
sun. tO, t1 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. t block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. t24) on Rt. t08. 
Bruce Roberts, preacher. damasc:usc:hurchofchrist 

Loop on Hwy t90, turn east. Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 67t-2369, 67t-25t5. Sun. tO, tO:SOa.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

@mris.com Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99St8. (907) 344- t9t0 Graeber Rd. 7747t (281) 34t-7776. Sun. 9, 
3931. Contac:t344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) • 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
243-7007. sacoc:@gci.net -MISSOUri - Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 

• • • • • Spanish.) 
Fairbanks, . serving Ft. Wainwright and the Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
99701. (907) 456-4921. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

• • • • • Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
876401, WasiiJa, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

of Christ, 27t0 W. Main, 75t46 (972) 223-
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 8653. Sun. 9:30, t0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
Ridge Blvd., 64t33 raytowncofc.org (8t6) 353-3873 p.m. (Ill mi. east of 1-35) 

373-5583 

~Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation 
available 

-Ohio- -Virginia-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, t0:45 a.m., 5:30 
Central45324, www.c:achurchofchrist.com (937) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 27t-8219 

Somerville- ,Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Spencer, minister. - Washington -
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
.n8-89SS -Oklahoma- Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3t32 

Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
- California -

Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
_a.m., Max R. .Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73t22. Sun. 9, mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina -
Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

- Tennessee -
Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
501 McBrien Rd., 374t2. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m., Charles 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, lt a.m., S Cochran, preacher. • •••• 
,p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

1.ake Cty- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
:southSR47,32025,Sun. 9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. 
?:30 p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Cookeville- Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. ttl. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682~702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
_Contaa Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. minister. ---------------------------------
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Cari119 & Sliarit19 
NetvsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered In this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h . 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions Involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ••••••••••• BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ••••••.•.•• sKJLo2 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~·x5~·) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299. pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. han:tback ..•••••••••..•.•.•...••••... $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by BurCon Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the 
commandments In the Decalogue. Each 
commandment Is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan ofthe lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the "liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

sa.oo plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertlsements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this Is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 
Inches. This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have It, but please understand that In most Instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
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R 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430.0069 
(888) 367-6216(toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • Jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

3 8 janua!Y 2004 
Firm Foundation 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through Inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
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commended this as •noble: 
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The SuHering Servant of Jehovah 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

I saiah 53 is generally regarded and recognized by 
Christians as being the mountain peak of Messi
anic prophecy, in the Old Testament. This chap

ter has been called "the heart of the Old Testament." 
It has also been called "The Gospel in the Old Testa
ment.'l 

In commenting on the importance of Isaiah 53 
Albert Barnes said: 

The most important portion of Isaiah, and of the 
O ld Testament, commences here .... It is the de-
scription of the suffering Messiah . ... No other 
!'3rt of the Bible has excited so much the atten
tion of the fr iends and foes of Christianity; as so 
various and conflicting views have prevai led in 
regard ro its meaning: and as the proper inter
pretation of the passage must have an important 
bearing on the controversy with Jews and infi
de ls, and on t he practical views of Christians. 

Adam Clarke stated: 
That this chapter speaks of none but J esus must 
be evident to every unprejudiced reader who has 
ever heard the history o f his suffering and death. 
The Jews have endeavored ro a pply it ro their 
sufferings in captivity; bur alas for their cause! 
They can make nothing o ur in this way. Allow
ing that it belongs to our blessed Lord then who 
can read verses 4, 5, 6, 8, 10 without being con
vinced that his death was a vicarious sacri fice for 
the sins of mankind? 

In this great chapter, Isaiah presents a picture of 

a special suffering servant of God. Many people have 
been called " the servant of God" in the Old Testa
ment. Those who have been given this designation 
include Abraham (Gen. 26:24), the patriarchs (Exod. 
32:13; Deut. 9 :5), Moses (Exod. 4:10; . 14:31), 
David (2 Sam. 7 :5, 8), the prophets (2 Kings 24:2; 
Jer. 7 :25), and even Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 25:9). 
However, in the book of Isaiah, the term servant 
takes on a special significance. 

In 1892, Bernard Duhm called attention to four 
separate serv.ant songs in Isaiah 40-55 . These four 
were: (1) 42:1-4; (2) 49:1-6; (3) 50 :4-11; and (4) 
52:13-53:12. The crucial question of the book of 
Isaiah is: Who is this servant spoken about in the 
four servant songs? John Bright said, "No concept in 
the entire Old Testament is stranger, more elusive, or 
more movingly profound, than this. Its interpreta
tion has evoked widespread disagreement." Many 
proposals have been offered. Three of the major 
ones have been Isaiah; the nation of Israel itself; or 
some historical figure in the past. However, the New 
Testament must be considered in ascertaining the 
identity of the servant. If one were to study the Old 
Testament by itself, it would be impossible to deter
mine the identity of the servant. But, by examining 
the New Testament, the conclusion is obvious. The 
suffering servant of Isaiah 53 is Jesus. F.F. Bruce said, 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Death Stinks 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he stench of the battlefield is the smell 
of decay. It is not pleasant. Old Testa
ment prophets speak of the horror of 

unburied bodies following a holocaust of divine 
judgment executed against thoughtless (unbe
lieving) , rebellious (disobedient) people, who 
had formerly been in covenant with God. Of 
course, the unbeliever is always rotten and in 
opardy. His life was never sweet - nor can it 
ever be. 

It is not a pretty picture - so many dead that there are not 
enough living to bury them - the odor is unbearable. 

Physical death strikes dread into the hearts of humans and re
duces them to an insupportable bondage (Heb. 2 : 15). 

Jesus delivered us from the fear of the decomposition of the 
flesh. He has demonstrated by his resurrection that physical death 
is not cessation of life. It is change - not extinction. It is a differ
ent condition - not termination. 

We should be ever grateful to Jesus for teaching us by his noble 
example that disintegration of the flesh has no power upon the 
soul. Physical death with all of its pitifulness cannot touch the es
sential spark of life - the God-given spirit. 

To the saved, the sting of death is removed and the final reaper 
is grim no more, but is a good friend who promotes us to glory. 
"Swing low sweet chariot coming for to carry me home - a band 
of angels coming after me, coming for to carry me home." 

To the unsaved death's wound is incurable and bleeds 
unendingly. There is no balm to soothe its persistent pain. It is 
eternal dying. It is the wish to cease but lacks the power to execute 
the craving. Therein lies it utter horror. The Bible calls it "the sec
ond death." It is a death whose pain is unending. 

To the redeemed the foulness of physical death is mollified and 
removed. 

To the lost the foulness of physical death is eternal. 
We therefore should seek salvation and avoid damnation. 
It just makes good sense. 
Spiritual death - which is separation from God - is more 

odious than physical death. Nothing is more obnoxious than to 
die estranged from God. The very thought suffocates. This aver
sion to the horror of physical death is as it should be because hu
man flesh returning to dust and ashes is the consequence of sin (1 
Cor. 15 :21-22). It speaks volumes to us about the heinousness of 



sin. If you want to paint a picture of the dreadfulness of sin, then 
show human bodies stacked and rotting. It is nauseous to see pic
tures of the Hitler's Holocaust - all those starved human bodies 
piled high and moldering. 

We recoil at the thought of 3,000 dead in demolished World 
Trade Towers. We cringe at the news that 30,000 perished in an 
earthquake. 

But do we care that multiplied millions are among the living
dead- they are "dead while they live." The corruption of sin is 
upon them. 

The stench of spiritual death is far more offensive than the 
pong of physical 4ecay. All flesh is corruptible and when it begins 
to reveal its coz:ruption the reek is beyond description. 

Yet to think of millions of people stepping into eternity every 
day unprepared to meet their God is nastier and more odious. It is 
preciously because we understand how loathsome spiritual death 
is that we persist with stubborn resolve to preach to a dying world 
a powerful gospel of salvation. "Woe is unto me if I preach not the 
gospel" (1 Cor. 9: 16). 

The surpassingly good news is that in Jesus spiritual death can 
be removed in a mighty resurrection. 

There must first be a preparation. 
The lost must hear the word and record it in their hearts. "I 

will put my laws into their mind, And on their heart also will I 
write them." 

The word of Christ - the gospel - the new covenant written 
as law on heart and mind - produces belief (Rom 10: 17), and 
without belief a sinner cannot come to God (Heb 11 :6). We can
not be well-pleasing to God without faith. 

Saving faith (there is such a thing as faith that will not save ... 
James 2: 19) must yield to the will of the Almighty. A faith that 
does not obey the laws of God is dead Games 2:26). Dead faith 
avails nothing Games 2:20). 

Repentance is a product of saving faith. If the sinners belief 
does not provoke a determination to stop doing wrong and begin 
doing right it is stillborn. God commands all men everywhere to 
repent (Acts 17:30). True believers get a new mind with reference 
to God and eternity. 

The penitent believer is told to confess the risen Jesus as Lord 
(Rom. 10:9-10). Sinners in coming to salvation are to "confess the 
good confession" in the sight of witnesses. 

The sinner has, through faith, repentance, and confession, pre
pared himself for burial and resurrection. This climatic act is real
ized in the water of baptism. We must be baptized in water to "ful
fill all righteousness" (Matt. 3: 15). In baptism all the sins of the 
rebel are washed away (Acts 22:16). 

Because many are misled by false teachers and fail to recognize 
the importance of water-baptism in the scheme of redemption, it is 
necessary to stress the point that baptism saves (1 Peter 3:21). Not 
baptism only - that would be baptismal regeneration - but bap
tism presupposed by hearing, believing, repenting, and confessing 
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jesus as Lord. The vital importance of baptism as the 
key moment in the salvation process must be clearly 
taught and emphasized. 

Having beeri buried with him in baptism, 
wherein ye were also raised with him through 
faith in the working of God, who raised him 
from· the dead. And you, being dead through 
your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, you, I say, did he make alive together with 
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses (Col. 
2:12-13). 

To make this abundantly plain consider Paul's in
spired declaration in Romans 6:1-13: 

(1) What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? 

(2) God forbid. We who died to sin, how shall we 
any longer live therein? 

(3) Or are ye ignorant that all we who were bap
tized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

(4) We were buried therefore with him through 
baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we 
also might walk in newness of life. 

(5) For if we have become united with him in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection; 

( 6) knowing this, that our old man was crucified 
with him, that the body of sin might be done away, 
that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin; 

(7) for he that hath died is justified from sin. 
(8) But if we died with Christ, we believe that we 

shall also live with him; 
(9) knowing that Christ being raised from the 

dead dieth no more; death no more hath dominion 
over him. 

(1 0) For the death that he died, he died unto sin 
once: but the life that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

(11) Even so reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus. 

(12) Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey the lusts thereof: 

(13) neither present your members unto sin as in
struments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves 
unto God, as alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God. 

This is a compelling lesson . . . in the· water of 
baptism the old man of sin is buried and there is a 
victorious resurrection to a new life . . . the body of 
sin is do!re away ... the sinner dies to sin and is justi-
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fied from sin ... spiritual death no more has domin-
ion over him ... he now lives unto God. 

It should not surprise us that Jesus said, "Except 
one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God!" 

The sinner is now redeemed by the blood of the 
Lamb. He is "crucified with Christ" and presents his 
body a "living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God," 
which is a reasonable worship of service. He no 
longer conforms to this world, but is transformed by 
the renewing of his mind (Col. 2:20 and Rom. 12:1-
2). The beauty of his worshipful life is evident and 
men are constrained - or should be - to see his 
good works and glorify God (Matt. 5:16). 

When the sinner overcomes spiritual death by a 
mighty resurrection and a dedicated life of service 
and praise, he also escapes the dread of physical 
death. He rejoices that Christ "abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel" (2 Tim. 1:10). 

Jesus "is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's 
soap" he purifies the sinful, and refine them as gold; 
"and they offer unto Jehovah offerings in righteous
ness." 

Physical death is not more. The stink of death is 
gone. The saved look the grim reaper in the eye and 
say, "Death be not proud." 

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not 
vain in the Lord." P.O. Box 690192 
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The Rasputin Rule 
By Neal Pollard 

ery little good can be said of Gregory 
Rasputin. Robert Goldston, in The Russian 
Revolution, writes that he "was, like his fa

ther before him, essentially a rowdy peasant. He 
soon developed a reputation in his home town as a 
horse thief, drunkard, seducer of young girls, and 
general good-for-nothing. He had no education and 
remained largely illiterate. His one apparent at
tribute was great physical strength. He was a coarse
featured man with a heavy black beard and strangely 
piercing eyes" (82).1 Because times in Russia circa 
1905 were desperate and grim, a rascal like Rasputin 
could rise. He went to Saint Petersburg, weasled his 
way up the ranks of nobility, and eventually rose to 
become the most intimate advisor of Czar Nicholas 
II and especially the superstitious Czarina Mix. 
Many historians believe that, in the fateful, final 
years of the Romanov dynasty, Rasputin was the un
official, yet undisputed, ruler of Russia. 

He was grossly immoral and unscrupulous. At his 
word, jobs and even lives were spared or taken. 
Though he had abandoned his wife and children, 
Rasputin made his way as a self-professed prophet 
and "holy beggar." The Czarina, in all her correspon
dence, simply called Rasputin "the Friend." The 
royal family implicitly trusted Rasputin. Rasputin, in 
turn, urged the royal family to rule by absolute des
potism. Many thought Rasputin to possess powers of 
hypnotism and the ability to do magic. Giving him 
the helm of hundreds of million of people, the Czar 
contributed to his own murder and that of the entire 
royal family in the revolution of 1917. For 
Rasputin's part, he was murdered in 1914 by a small 
group of conspiring nobles who lured him to one of 
their houses and shot him repeatedly after poisoned 
food and wine did not do the trick. 

The most amazing part of this story involves the 
irony of it all. A ne'er-do-well essentially becomes 
head of the largest country in the world. A grossly 
immoral man is viewed as a "holy man." The head of 
a dynasty that had lasted hundreds of years put all its 

1 Greenwich. CT: Fawcett. 1966 

trust and hope in such a one. What incredible folly! 
However, the majority of humanity has done the 

same thing from time immemorial. The prince of 
darkness, the king of ne'er do well, is their spiritual 
advisor. As foolish as it is, people stake their eternal 
destiny on his wholly corrupt guidance. Their risking 
it all, mesmerized by his wiles. Consequently, they 
are duped into calling " evil good and good evil. .. 
darkness for light and light for darkness ... bitter for 
sweet and sweet for bitter ... who are wise in their 
own eyes and clever in their own sight" (lsa. 5:20-
21). Yet, it is not a revolution but The Judgment that 
will undo them. They stand to lose more than physi
cal life; they will lose their souls (cf. Matt. 10:28). 
Beware of the pied piper of souls! Be careful who 
you make your spiritual counselor. It matters! 
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The SuHering Servant of Jehovah 
(continued from page 1) 

"In Jesus Christ the Old Testament prophecies of the 
suffering servant were fulfilled in ways beyond any
thing the prophet ever imagined." 

Jesus applied to himself Isaiah's song of the suf
fering servant. Jesus alluded to Isaiah 53 in Mark 
9:12, 31; 10:45; 14:24; and Luke 22:37. This chap
ter is quoted more frequently in the New Testament 
than any other Old Testament passage. 

The author's primary concern is not with the 
servant's suffering, but his amazing triumph over suf
fering. All references to his suffering, therefo[e, are 
to be translated in the past tense. On the other hand, 
the verbs that speak of his triumph and glory are to 
be translated in the future tense. The truth an
nounced in this chapter is that the servant's vindica
tion comes after his death. His death is not his de
feat, but his noblest achievement and the means by 
which people can be reconciled to God. 

Isaiah 52:13-15 
The fourth servant song begins at 52:13. God is 
speaking of his unique servant. Basically, there are 
four statements God makes about his servant. God's 
servant will act wisely (v. 13 ); will be exalted (v. 13); 
will be marred by man (v. 14); and will confound the 
nations (v. 15). The word sprinkle KJV in verse 15 
would be better translated "startle" (cf. ASV margin, 
RSV, and other translations). The nations will be 
startled when they behold the servant's sudden rise 
from disgrace to exaltation. 
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Verse One 
Albert Barnes says: 

The speaker here is Isaiah, and the word 'our' 
refers to the fact that the message of Isaiah and 
of the other prophets had been alike rejected." 
He continues, "The interrogative form is often 
assumed when it is designed to express a truth 
with emphasis; and the idea is, therefore, that 
the message in regard to the Messiah had been 
rejected, and that almost none had credited and 
embraced it. 

"Our message" is literally "that which we have 
heard." The message refers to the communication 
which had been made respecting the Messiah. The 
message had been faithfully proclaimed to the Jews, 
but few believed it. This message refers to Jesus. The 
fact that this is the correct exegesis of the passage is 
made clear fromjohn 12:36-38 and Romans 10:16. 
Isaiah 53 is a reference to the gospel (cf. 1 Pet. 1:10-
12). 

The "arm of Jehovah" is a symbol of God's power 
and strength (cf. 33:2; 40:10-11; 48:14; 51:5,9; 
53:1; 63:12). The two major views concerning the 

Dispensational 
Premillennialism 
Refuted, Again 
(an expose of pretrlbulatlon dogma) by Bruce Curd 

A very careful, sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of troublesome 
questions answered.- 180 pgs. • paperback. 

•••• $9.00 
plus $2.50 s/h per copy 

muminating the Light 
(and other sermons) by Bruce Curd 

Many subjects never before seen in print. Some are 
co~trov~rsial, hortatory, doctrinal, devotionai.Sample 
top1cs: Can One Stop Believing and Yet Be Saved?•· 
"Dumping Bible Baptism for an Imaginary Baptism•· .Wm 
the Believer Be Judged for His Sins?•; ' 
many more.- 276 pgs. • paperback. 

• ••• $9.00 
plus $2.50 s/h per copy 

$3.00 slh If ordering both books 
Texas residents add 6.75% sales tax 
Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (800) 572·3619 



power are: (1) the physical aspect of Christ's power 
demonstrated in his miracles and (2) the spiritual 
power of the saving message. 

Verse Two 
"For he grew up" is in the perfect tense, the future 
already being contemplated as already accomplished. 

"As a tender plant" gives the idea that Jesus 
would be humble and unpretending in his origin. He 
was opposite of what the Jews wanted and expected. 

''As a root out of a dry ground" according to Kell 
and Delitzsch could refer to "the existing state of the 
enslaved and degraded nation; i.e. he was subject to 
all the conditions inseparable from a nation that had 
been given up to the power of the world." 

Isaiah proceeds to tell us that this individual has 
"no form nor comeliness" and "no beauty that we 
should desire him." The three Hebrew words used in 
this verse describe the physical appearance of Jesus. 

Barnes comments on this verse: 
The idea is that there was in his external appear
ance no such beauty as to lead them to look with 
interest and attention upon him; nothing should 
attract them, as men are attracted by the daz
zling and splendid objects of the world. If they 
saw him, they immediately looked away from 
him as if he were unworthy of their regards. 

The New Testament does not give any hint of his 
physical appearance. Evidently, there was design in 
this. This would prevent any painting, statue, or fig
ure _of Jesus as being regarded as correct or true. 

Verse Three 
"He was despised" means Jesus was the object of 
scorn, ridicule, envy, and contempt by those in au
thority (cf. Matt. 26:59-67; Mark 15:10). 

He was "rejected of men." The word rejected 
means "to be destitute or forsaken." The word "men" 
in Hebrew implies "men of importance." Therefore, 
the idea is that Jesus lacked the support of men of 
substance and influence in the nation. This is ful
filled in John 12:42-43. 

He was "a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief." The Hebrew word translated "sorrows" is 
used of both physical and mental pain (lsa. 53 :4; 
Exod. 3:7). The life of Jesus was so full of sufferings, 
heartaches, and grief that it can be said that sorrow 
was a main characteristic of the man. 

Three times it is recorded in scripture that Jesus 
shed tears -John 11:35; Luke 19:41; Heb. 5:7-8. 
Jesus came to do the Father's will- not to live a he
donistic lifestyle Oohn 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 8:29). 

We have been called to follow his footsteps 

which involves suffering for his sake (cf. 1 Pet. 2:19-
24). The apostle Paul said, "For Christ also pleased 
not himself" (Rom. 15:3 ). We must realize that as we 
live the Christian life, we too will suffer on account 
of Christ (2 Tim. 3:12; Acts 14:22; 1 Pet. 4:12). We 
will also experience pain and sorrows in this life. 

''As one from whom men hide their face, he was 
despised." John Willis comments, "The thought is 
that the servant has suffered so much that it is hard 
for people to look at him without feeling disdain or 
repulsion." Jesus was despised for his work and his 
association with sinners that he was considered by 
the religious leaders as unclean. 

''And we esteemed him not." Barnes states, "That 
is, we esteemed him as nothing; we set no value on 
him. In order to give greater energy to a declaration, 
the Hebrews frequently express a thing positively 
and then negatively." The positive is "he was de
spised," and the negative is "we esteemed him not." 

Verse Four 
Those who saw Jesus suffering imagined that God 
was punishing him because of his own sins. They did 
not realize or understand that it was because of their 
sins he was suffering. All during the time that he was 
suffering for their sins and our sins, he was overlook
ing their mistaken evaluation of him. The servant 
was expressing his love in the greatest way possible. 
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John 15:13, "Greater love hath no man than this 
that a man lay down his life for his friends." 

In Hebrew the pronoun our is emphatic. We 
must understand it was for "our" sins he was suffer
ing - not his. 

There is an emphatic contrast throughout verses 
4-6 with the "he" and "him" contrasted with the 
"our" and "we." 

Verse Five 

Notice the five times the word our occurs in verses 4-
5. Notice the reason he was suffering: "our griefs .. . 
our sorrows ... our transgressions ... our iniquities .. . 
our peace." This verse again emphasizes that the ser
vant was suffering not for his own sins, but because 
of the sins of others. 

The word wounded means "to pierce or wound." 
Barnes says the word wounded carries "the idea of 
painful piercing, and it refers to some infliction of 
positive wounds on the body, and not to mere mental 
sorrows ... the obvious idea would be that there 
would be some act of piercing, some penetrating 
wound that would endanger or take life." This is ful
filled when they actually pierced Jesus' hands, feet, 
and his side (Cf. Zech. 12:1 0) . 

On the word bruised Willis states that it '~ppar
ently refers to the beatings and scourgings inflicted 
on Jesus before his crucifixion" (Matt. 27:26; Mark 
15:15; John 19:1}. This is also a fulfillment of Gen
esis 3: 15 that Satan would "bruise" the heel of Jesus. 

Willis says "the chastisement of our peace" 
means "the chastisement that procured our peace." 
"Peace" here refers to a right relationship with God, 
which the people's transgressions and iniquities had 
severed. "For he is our peace" (Eph. 2:14 ). The "he" 
of Ephesians 2:14 is emphatic. It might be translated 
"For he himself is our peace." Jesus is the one and 
only way to have peace with God Oohn 14:6; Eph. 
2:13-18). Hebrews 10:19-20 states, "Having there
fore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holy place 
by the blood of Jesus, by the way which he dedicated 
for us, a new and living way, through the veil, that is 
to say, his flesh." It was the death of Jesus in his flesh 
that has procured for us boldness to enter into the 
presence of God, i.e. have peace with God. Sin sepa
rates man and God (Isa. 59:1-2) and causes us to be 
dead spiritually (Eph. 2:1-5; 1 Tim. 5:6}. But, Jesus 
"put away sin by the sacrifice of himself" (Heb. 
9:26). Jesus has "loosed us from our sins by his 
blood" (Rev. 1:5}. Romans 5:10 says, "[W]e were 
reconciled to God through the death of his son." 

8 February 2004 
Firm Foundation 

The verse goes on to say, '~d with his stripes we 
are healed." This refers not to physically being 
healed but spiritua l healing. Over and over again the 
New Testament emphasizes that the death of Jesus is 
the basis for our peace with God (Matt. 26:28; John 
3:16; Rom. 5:6-10; Eph. 2:14-18). Peter quotes this 
verse in 1 Peter 2:24 and applies it to our spiritual 
healing. The verse states, "Who his own self bore our 
sins in his body upon the tree, that we, having died 
unto sins, might live unto righteousness; by whose 
stripes ye were healed." "Our sins" corresponds to 
"healed" while "body upon the tree" corresponds to 
"stripes." 

Verse Six 

This verse emphasizes that not a portion of the race 
but "all" have departed from God. The primary con
cern of the prophet was Israel, but in the broad sense 
it app lies to "all" men (Rom. 3:23). A man sinn ing 
against God is like a sheep going astray from its 
shepherd. This is quoted in 1 Peter 2:25 and is ap
plied to all men. 

The expression " laid on him" means "to cause to 

fall upon." God the Father caused to fall upon the 
servant the iniquities of us all. It was the will of God 
that Jesus bear the cross (Luke 22:42; Acts 2:23). 
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Out of divine love, beyond which our minds can un
derstand (Eph. 3:19), God sent his "one-of-a-kind" 
Son as the perfect sin offering for all men Gohn 
3:16; Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:10). Then God counted 
our sins as upon Jesus, and remission became pos
sible (2 Cor. 5 :21). This verse clearly teaches that 
Jesus died for all men (Heb. 2:9; 1 John 2:2; 4:14; 1 
Tim. 2:4-6; John 3: 16). Willis says, "This punish
ment is not an expression of God's anger with the 
servant (Isa. 53 :9), but it's an action which shows 
God's loving concern for the lost (Rom. 5 :8)." 

Verse Seven 
Notice that twice"in this verse you find the phrase 
"he opened not his mouth." This obviously finds its 
fulfillment in the actions Jesus received in the hands 
of the Jews and the Romans (Matt. 26:59-63; 27:12-
14; Mark 15 :4-5). 

The picture is now one of Christ as the Lamb of 
God Gohn 1:29) being led by those who would harm 
him, yet without resistance. Jesus was not being led 
out of ignorance of the events about to transpire, 
but rather he resigned his will to the Father's will to 
accomplish his assigned task. Jesus willingly and vol
untarily went to suffer for our sins. 1 Peter 2:23 
states, "Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously." Jesus went 
to the cross without any effort to defend himself 
or to escape. Even though he was suffering for our 
sins, he himself was totally innocent of any sin or 
wrongdoing (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 
John 3:5). 

The New Testament demonstrates again that 
Isaiah 53 refers to Jesus. 

Verse Eight 
This verse says that the servant was put to death 
without justice. Jesus did not have a fair trial but was 
killed in defiance of justice. The word order of verse 
8 seems to emphasize the illegality and injustices of 
his so-called "trials." It has been frequently noted by 
students of Roman and Jewish jurisprudence that the 
trials of Jesus were travesties. 

The latter part of the verse is somewhat awkward 
and obscure. Willis states, "The most plausible inter
pretation of the Hebrew is that when the servant was 
put to death, none gave serious consideration to its 
significance (ASV and RSV), and no one showed any 
concern for his fate." 

The rhetorical question demands the obvious an
swer: no one. No one recognized or understood 

while Jesus was suffering that he was suffering for 
their sins. They thought he was suffering for his own 
sins - not theirs. 

Again, the concept is brought out that Jesus suf
fered vicariously. Mter the death and resurrection of 
Jesus, many did consider that he was cut off for their 
sins. Three thousand considered this and responded 
on the Day of Pentecost and were baptized into 
Christ, i.e. they were baptized into his death (Rom. 
6:3-4). To be baptized "into his death" means to be 
baptized into the saving effects of his death. One 
comes into contact with the saving blood of Jesus at 
the point of baptism (Rom. 6: 17-18; Rom. 5:9-1 0; 
Eph. 1:7; Heb. 9:12; 1 Pet. 1:18-20; 1 John 1:7; 
Rev. 1:5). 

Verse Nine 
This verse contains a remarkable prediction concern
ing the details of the death and burial of the Messiah. 
Jesus was crucified and died with the wicked. He 
died between two condemned criminals (Matt. 
27:38, 44; Luke 23:32-33, 39). Notice "wicked" is 
plural but "rich" is singular. The reference to the rich 
man refers to Joseph of Arimathea (Matt. 27:57-60; 
Mark 15:43-46; Luke 23:50-53). Jesus was buried in 
the rich man's tomb. 

The word although is a key word in the verse. Al
though Jesus suffered with the wicked, he had done 
no violence nor committed any sin. 

Verse Ten 
The sufferings of Christ were not a terrible tragedy 
into which he blundered, as some would have us to 
believe. Rather, he was carrying out the Father's will 
(Luke 22:42). The servant had to die because it was 
the will of God for the salvation of sinners (Acts 
2:23; 1 Pet. 1:18-20; Rev. 13:8). It was love toward 
the sinner, not out of anger toward the servant that 
prompted the Lord to allow his servant to suffer. 

We must not think that God took pleasure in the 
sufferings of Christ in the sense of delight. Rather, 
God was pleased in the sense of the effects that his 
death accomplished. The death of Jesus would be the 
motivating factor to draw men to him and move 
them to obedience Gohn 12:32-33). Three times in 2 
Corinthians 5:14-15 Paul mentions the death of 
Christ as the motivating, constraining, and compel
ling reason that we should "live ... unto him." It is 
Christ's love for us on the cross that motivates us to 
do his will. 

The sacrificial character of the death of the ser
vant is distinctly defined in the phrase "thou shalt 
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make his soul an offering for sin." The word trans
lated "offering" has a technical sense of trespass of
fering. The trespass offering (Lev. 6:6) was expiation 
for the sins of the people. This offering was distinct 
from the sin offering though both belonged to the 
same group. It involved the idea not of atonement 
alone, but of a satisfaction, according to the nature 
of the sin. The offering of Jesus was both a propitia
tory and expiatory sacrifice. Propitiation means you 
satisfy a person (i.e. satisfies God himself) and expia
tion means you satisfy a thing or concept (i.e. the sin 
problem that separated man and God). Jesus was 
made to be sin in the sense of he was made to be a sin 
offering (2 Cor 5:21). 

"He shall see his seed" means that the work of 
the servant results in a spiritual progeny. The ·seed" 
are his spiritual children, those who accept and ap
propriate his saving blood (Heb. 5 :9). 

"He shall prolong his days" seems to apply to the 
resurrection of the Messiah. The Hebrew idiom is 
found frequently in the Old Testament (Deut. 4:26, 
40; 5:30; 11:9; 17:20, etc.), and it means to "live 
long." Therefore, in the case of the Messiah, it must 
refer to his resurrection, because the previous verses 
have made much of his death. The only way that he 
could "live long" is to be resurrected. It is doubtful 
that any particular period, such as the 40-day post
resurrection ministry, is in view. It is also unlikely 
that the meaning is that the Messiah will prolong the 
days of his seed, since this thought is foreign to the 
idiom. It is the person directly involved who lives 
long, not someone else. 

Verse 10 closes with the concept that God's will 
is in view in the sufferings of the servant and that 
God is in ultimate control. 

Verse Eleven 
The thought of the first part of the verse seems to be 
that the servant will be exalted after he has com
pleted his suffering on behalf of sinful men. It has 
been often said that the only place exaltation and 
glory come before suffering is in the dictionary. 
Glory will be given to us after we suffer (2 Tim. 
2:12; Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17; Heb. 10:35). 

Kell and Delitzsch say, "He will enjoy a satisfying 
or pleasing sight. It is the successful progress of the 
divine salvation of which he is the Mediator." 

Verse Twelve 
The word therefore refers to all the servant has un
dergone. 

Those to whom the "portion" and the "spoil" are 

10 ~~ru;~nd;~~: 

divided with seems to refer to those who are con
verted to God through the servant. Notice that God 
apportions to the Messiah a portion with the "many." 
"The many" refers back to the same term in verse 
eleven. The Messiah bore the iniquities of the many. It 
is difficult to avoid seeing an illusion to our being 
joint-heirs with Christ in this verse (Rom. 8: 17). 

The reason for the dividing of the spoil (i.e. vic
tory of the servant) is "because he poured out his 
soul unto death." This refers to the death of Jesus 
and the benefits that it has brought. 

Philippians 2:8 states that Jesus "humbled him
self, becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the 
death of the cross." Because of Jesus' obedient death, 
the next verse 2:9 says, "Wherefore also God highly 
exalted him, and gave unto him the name which is 
above every name." Notice again that exaltation 
came after the suffering. What applies to Christ also 
applies to us. 

Christ was "numbered with the transgressors." 
This does not mean that he was a sinner, but only 
that he was treated as and regarded as a sinner. This 
was demonstrated in his crucifixion between two 
criminals and that he was considered by many a 
criminal. Jesus himself states in Luke 22:37 emphati
cally that Isaiah 53:12 was being fulfilled as he was 
on the cross. Jesus viewed Isaiah 53 as a fulfillment 
of his ministry. 

Conclusion 
So ends this magnificent chapter with a reitera

tion of its theme, "He bore the sins of many and 
made intercession for the transgressors." 
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How Many Heavens? 
By Hugo McCord 

Enoch (2nd century B.C.) wrote of ten heavens 
(Book of the Secrets of Enoch, 22:1 - a 
pseudepigraphic book). Jewish rabbis counted 

seven heavens (Testament ofTwelve Patriarchs, Levi 2-
3, cited by David Smith, Life and Letters of St. Paul, p. 
335). The Bible mentions three: 

"The Heavens" 
That vast aerial expanse (not a "firmament," mean
ing "that which is firm") above the earth where "the 
birds fly" and where are the sun, the moon, the stars, 
"and all their multitude," Moses called "the heav
ens" (Gen. 1:17, 20; 2:1). 

David wrote, "The heavens tell of God's glory, 
and the expanse proclaims the works of his hand" 
(Ps. 19:1). 

"The Heaven of Heavens" 
As eye-opening and stunning as are the physical 
heavens, in no way can they be compared to the eter
nal, the spiritual "heaven of heavens" (Deut. 10: 14; 
1 Kings 8:27; Pss. 68:33; 148:4). The spiritual, eter
nal heaven is "the dwelling place" of God, callled by 
Jesus "my Father's house" (1 Kings 8:30; Matt. 6:9; 
John 14:2). There is his throne (lsa. 66:1; Acts 
7:49), and there are uncountable angels (1 Kings 
22:19; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 5:11). 

Into "heaven itself" Jesus ascended, "far above 
all the heavens," to "appear in the presence of God 
for us" (Eph. 4: 10; Heb. 9:24). Jesus is preparing 
places that have been "reserved in heaven" for those 
who "are kept by the power of God through faith for 
the salvation ready to be revealed at the last time" (1 
Pet. 1 :4-5,). 

Another Bible name for the "heaven of heavens" is 
"paradise," an attractive and beautiful word. Among 
the Persians paradise was a grand enclosure or pre
serve, a hunting-ground, a park, shady and well-wa
tered, in which wild animals were kept for the hunt; it 
was enclosed by walls and furnished with towers for 
the hunters (Thayer, p. 480). 
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Among the Jews, paradise was "a garden, pleasure
ground, grove, park" (Thayer, p. 480; cf. Neh. 2:8; 
Song of Sol. 4:13; Eccles. 2:5). 

In the Greek Old Testament (LXX, c. 250 B.C.), 
the garden of Eden was called "paradise" (paradeisos, 
Gen. 2:8-9). 

It is therefore no wonder that Jesus used the word 
paradise to describe the eternal, spiritual, heavenly 
garden: to the one who overcomes, I will give to eat of 
the tree of life, which is in God's paradise (paradeisos, 
Rev. 2:7). 

"The Third Heaven" 

However, when") esus promised the dying thief be
side him on the cross, "Today you will be. with me in 
paradise" (Luke 23:43), he was not referring to the 
eternal, spiritual, heavenly garden. The Lord did not 
mean that he and the thief were going to the "heaven 
of heavens" that day, for three days later, on his re
turn from paradise, he told Mary Magdalene, "I have 
not yet ascended to the Father" Qohn 20:17). The 
"Father's house" Qohn 14:2) is "in heaven" (Matt. 
6:9), to which place Jesus had "not yet ascended" 
Qohn 20:17), but he had been in paradise while he 
was in the tomb. 

Thus Jesus used the word paradise with two dif
ferent meanings: 

(1) "The paradise of God" in which those who 
overcome will "eat of the tree of life" (Rev. 2:7), 
which can be none other than the "heaven of heav
ens" (1 Kings 8 :27), the "dwelling place of God" (1 
Kings 8:30), the "Father's house," Qohn 14:2), and 
(2) "the paradise" where Jesus went while his body 
was in the tomb, from which he did not "ascend" to 
"the Father" Oohn 20: 17). 

(2) The second meaning fits the experience of a 
man, apparently Paul himself, who in A.D. 43 "was 
caught up into paradise" (2 Cor. 12:4), which he also 
called "the third heaven" (2 Cor. 12:2). If Jesus' 
words in A.D. 27, that "no man has ascended up to 
heaven" Oohn 3:13) were still true in A.D. 43, then 
the paradise, the third heaven, into which Paul was 
caught up, was not "heaven itself" (Heb. 9:24). 

Since everything associated with the word 
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paradise is beautiful and attractive, it is likely that the 
paradise to which both Jesus and Paul went, which 
Paul called "the third heaven," is the same place that 
Jesus called '~braham's bosom," a place of "comfort" 
(Luke 16:22, 25). It appears, then, that there are three 
Bible names for an intermediate place of "comfort" 
where the redeemed are waiting until judgment day: 
"paradise," '~braham's bosom," and "the third 
heaven." Then they will ascend into "heaven itself" 
(Heb. 9:24). 

As to the question, '~re Enoch and Elijah in 
heaven?," they are not in "the heaven of heavens" 

(Deut.10:14; 1 Kings 8:27; Ps. 68:33), not in "heaven 
itself" (Heb. 9:24), for "no one has ascended up to 
heaven" Uohn 3:13). But I believe that Enoch (Gen. 
5:24; Heb. 11:5) and Elijah (2 Kings 2:1, 11) are in 
"the third heaven" (2 Cor. 12:2), which is also called 
"paradise" (2 Cor. 12:4). The spirit of Jesus was in 
paradise while his body was in Joseph's tomb (Luke 
23:43 ), and after his return from paradise he told 
Mary Magdalene, "I have not yet ascended to the Fa
ther" Uohn 20: 17). Now he has ascended into 
"heaven itself" (Acts 1:9-11; Heb. 9:24). 

5535 East Evergreen #7505 
Vancouver, WA 98661 
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Book Review: 
The Bible Translation Controversy 

By Stephen Wiggins 

Several years ago Wayne Jackson authored a small 
booklet entitled, The Bible Translation Contro
versy. The volume is composed of eight chap

ters and contains a list of references the author used as 
source material. Published by Courier Publications, it 
is now in its third printing. This "expanded edition" is 
copyrighted 2002.1 

The title aptly conveys the contents and purpose 
of the book. Upon its pages the author discusses the 
controversy surrounding the use of different versions 
of the Bible marketed in modern times. More specifi
cally, brother Jackson addresses the question of fel
lowship among brethren with differing views per
taining to the translation issue and, subsequently, the 
use of those modern versions. 

In my opinion this volume, although brief in the 
treatment of its subject, is an excellent book. I wish 
everyone within the body of Christ would obtain a 
copy and digest the principles contained therein. It is 
balanced in the treatment of its subject, as well as 
highly informative. Yet it is not so technical that the 
person unfamiliar with the translation process gets 
lost in a mass of minute technicalities. 

1 Courier Publications, 7809 N. Pershing Ave., Stockton, CA 95207. 
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Summary of Chapters 
Chapter one is an "Introduction" in which the writer 
acknowledges that the issue of modern versions is a 
controversial theme, often fueled with more emotion 
than knowledge. Since extremism is often character
istic of religious issues, the subject of Bible transla
tions is hardly a topic to escape radicalism on the 
part of some. On the one hand you have those who 
vigorously promote as reliable virtually anything that 
has the name "Bible" on the front cover. At the op
posite extreme, however, you have critics who allege 
that the use of any translation other than the King 
James Version entails theological liberalism. How 
should one handle this chasm of disagreement? The 
question of fellowship among brethren is bound to 
arise over these differences concerning the use of 
modem versions. Is the use of a particular translation 
legitimate cause to draw lines of fellowship? The in
vestigation found in subsequent chapters of brother 
Jackson's book offers excellent answers to these 
questions. 

A translation is simply the rendition of the origi
nal biblical text (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek) into 



another vernacular. By far the majority of people liv
ing today are dependent upon a translation to read 
God's word. The exception is those cases where one 
is able to read the original languages himself. Since 
there are literally thousands of spoken languages to
day there remains a continuous need for new transla
tions as the gospel is dispensed among humanity. 
Chapter two then, entitled "Modernity," offers the 
sage advice that no version of the Bible should be re
jected solely on the fact that it is a modern transla
tion. Rather, it must be accepted or rejected on the 
basis of its own internal merit. The question that 
must be asked and answered is: does the translation 
accurately convey the sense of God's word from the 
original language to another tongue? If everyone op
erated upon the principle of rejecting a translation 
just because of its modernity then no translation 
would ever have been accepted by anyone. This is 
the case because at one time every Bible version was 
"modern" to the generation of people living when it 
was translated. Further, this concept would squelch 
any effort to make available God's word in those dia
lects wherein the Bible has yet to be translated. 2 

Chapter three is entitled, "The Underlying Text," 
in which the author discusses the important process 
of establishing a reliable text from which a good 
translation may be produced. None of the original 
manuscripts of biblical documents exists today. 
Thousands of copies, however, are available for the 
translator's use. A problem arises when one realizes 
these manuscripts differ in details resulting from mis
takes made by the ancient method of reproducing 
hand written copies. In fact, no two manuscripts are 
identical. How does one determine, then, the best 
textual reading that more nearly reflects the original 
writing? There are two divergent schools of thought 
as to the best way this may be accomplished. First, 
there is the "critical" method by which scholars com-

pare ancient manuscripts, quotations from early 
"church fathers," and internal evidence in an attempt 
to restore as precisely as possible the reading of the 
original documents. With this method greater impor
tance is attached to the earlier or older manuscripts 
where less copying assumably results in fewer mis
takes. The second approach seeks to determine the 
best textual basis by attaching importance to the pro
cess of counting manuscripts. It is thought that by 
this procedure the original reading is supported best 
by the majority of manuscripts which agree with one 
another, though they may be later in date. 3 

Two other concerns pertaining to the translation 
process is "The Translators' Theology And Philoso
phy," which is the title of chapter four. First, the ad
vice offered is that some consideration should be 
given to the translator's theological stance. For, 
while it is theoretically possible for a liberal scholar 
to faithfully translate the scriptures, "it must be ad
mitted that the translator who labors under the con
viction that he is dealing with God's words would be 
more highly motivated to fidelity in rendition than 
the man who feels that he is merely dealing with the 
words of uninspired men" (p. 8). No one denies that 
in recent years some translation committees have 
been dominated by theological liberals, thus paving 
the way for certain doctrinal prejudices to affect the 
translation process. The end result is tainted rendi
tions within certain modern versions. 

Second, a philosophy of translation refers to one's 
basic approach to the translation process. At one end 
of the spectrum you have what is called "Formal 
Equivalence." This approach attempts to translate the 
original as literally as possible while still. retaining 
clarity and sense as the end result. At the other end of 
the spectrum is the philosophy of translation known 
as "Dynamic Equivalence." This approach attempts to 
convey the meaning of the text much more freely, 

2 There is no agreed figure for the number of languages spoken in the world today. According to one reputable source estimates cluster around four 
to five thousand, with a great deal of variation on either side. Tom McArthur, ed., The Oxford Companion to the English Language (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1992), p. 572. Of interest is to compare the preceding numbers with into how many languages the Bible has been translated. In his 
book, Questions You've Asked About Bible Translations, Dr. Jack Lewis states: "The whole Bible has now been translated into 314languages of the 
world, and the New Testament into 715" (p. 18). It is both amazing and sad that we are living in the 21st century and yet there are still thousands of 
spoken languages where God's word is unavailable for reading. The need for translating the scriptures is indeed a never ending process. 

J Three sources brother jackson recommends for further study of the technique of textual criticism are, J.W. McGarvey's Evidences of Christianity; 
D.A. Carson's The King james Version Debate: A Plea for Realism; and James R. White's The King james Only Controversy: Can You Trust the Modern 
'Ii'anslations? For one wanting to pursue these studies even further there is Ernst Wurthwein's The Text of the Old Testament; Kurt and Barbara 
Aland's The Text of the New Testament; Bruce Metzger's The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmission, Corruption, and Restoration; and Eldon J. 
Epp and Gordon Fee's Studies and Documents: Studies in the Theory and Method of New Testament Textual Criticism. On a more popular level there 
is brother Neil R. Lightfoot's excellent volume, How We God the Bible. 
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without as much regard for the exact wording of the 
original language. This approach more easily leads to 
unwarranted liberties and subjectivism with the text, 
resulting in one becoming more of a commentator 
than translator. In view of the fact that the biblical 
documents are verbally inspired (1 Cor. 2:12-13), in
volving even grammatical peculiarities which serve as 
the basis for doctrinal principles, brother Jackson of
fers this advice: "The translator must strive, therefore, 
to stay as close to the original as he can so as not to lose 
those subtle messages reflected in tense, voice, mood, 
etc. This is certainly the ideal, where no clarity of mes
sage is sacrificed" (p. 1 0). 

There is no perfect translation - at least in the 
sense that no version is without legitimate criticism, 
some to a greater degree than others. This stems 
from the human element involved in the translation 
process. And, while the process of translating does 
not impeach the inspiration of God's Holy Scrip
tures, there is still a judicial element wherein the 
translator makes interpretive decisions in an attempt 
to convey meaning from one language to another. 
This being the case, there is bound to be disagree
ments among sincere Bible students concerning the 
merits and values of various modern versions on the 
market. Under the caption, "Translation Difficul
ties," chapter five addresses this aspect of producing 
a reliable version. Several examples are offered to 
demonstrate linguistic hurdles a translator must over
come. It is not as easy as a literal, "word-for-word" 
translation as some might suppose, which is undesir
able if one wishes to convey clearness of meaning to 
the reader. 

"An Evaluation of Several Bible Translations" is 
the title of chapter six. Within brother Jackson criti
cally evaluates eight of the more commonly used ver
sions today, from the King James to the English Stan
dard Version. He also encourages a more balanced 
approach to the translation issue. While brother 
Jackson does not indiscriminately recommend a 
wholesale use of modern versions, he does point out 
that the translation one chooses to use in one's per
sonal study and teaching should be a matter of indi
vidual judgment. No one should ever be classified as 
liberal or otherwise simply on the basis of the ver
sion one uses. Soundness is determined by what one 
actually teaches rather the particular version one 
reads from. · 

I found myself heeding this advice just recently. A 
young preacher came from out of town to teach Sun
day morning Bible class in a particular congregation. 
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He was currently in the process of raising support 
from brethren to subsidize his education at a repu
table preacher-training school. By all reports he did 
an outstanding job in teaching the class. But some 
were disconcerted that he read out of a different ver
sion with which they were unfamiliar. This led some 
of the brethren to entertain doubts as to whether or 
not they should help support him in training as a 
preacher. I know these brethren personally and have 
no doubt that they were sincere in their efforts to 
only do that which is right in God's sight. Later I was 
telephoned and asked my opinion concerning this 
matter. The question I posed was, "Did the brother 
teach the truth?" All who heard the lesson agreed 
unanimously that he did. Then by all means rejoice 
when the truth is taught while extending Christian 
liberty in matters of judgment. 

Chapter seven, "The Septuagint and the Modern 
Version Issue," is where the author employs a his
torical situation revealed in the New Testament and 
applies it to today's issue of modern versions. There 
are a few who are inclined to deny fellowship to 
those brethren who teach from a translation other 
than the King James or American Standard Version. 
Is this a legitimate reason for the practice of with
drawal? The answer is no. Jesus, his apostles, and 
the early church predominately used the Septuagint 
in their teaching within the first century. This is sig
nificant because the Septuagint, a Greek translation 
of the Old Testament, was generally thought to 
be of inferior quality to that of the Hebrew text. 
Yet, God in his divine providence utilized this trans
lation because it was the common Bible of that era 
and therefore the best place to begin teaching 
people of that day. Fellowship with God and breth
ren does not depend upon the particular translation 
one may use but rather upon the basis of whether or 
not one believes and teaches the truth. "If lines of 
fellowship are going to be drawn solely on the basis 
of the version a person generally quotes, Christ and 
the apostles will quickly fall out of fellowship with 
some!" (p. 39). 

Within chapter eight brother Jackson offers these 
concluding remarks under the caption, "What We 
Are, and Are Not, Suggesting." We are not suggest
ing: (a) that all translations are of equal value; (b) that 
individuals ought to indiscriminately use the "mod
ern versions;" or (c) that all preachers who warn of 
the dangers of "modern versions" are extremists. 

We are affirming that: (a) the use of a particular 
translation cannot be the criterion for the withhold-



ing of Christian fellowship; (b) there needs to be a 
more balanced, informed presentation of this subject 
than some have been giving; (c) novices who have 
commenced their Bible study with some of the 
"looser" versions should not be "beaten over the 
head" and humiliated just because they have not yet 
learned to use a more reliable version; and (d) in the 
final analysis, translation selection is a matter of 
Christian liberty (p. 39). 

Conclusion 
As members of the churches of Christ we are cur
rently living at a time in which there seemingly is 
more suspicion, criticism, and disunity within the 
body of Christ than most can remember during their 
lifetime. Much of the fear surrounding the use of 
modern versions is that the one advocating the use of 
contemporary translations automatically becomes 
suspect as an advocate of false doctrine. But errone
ous teaching is not necessarily an inevitable conse
quence of the use of a modern Bible, and to draw 

such a conclusion is pure assumption. No one is sug
gesting that a compromise pertaining to principles of 
truth is the answer to our troubles. Ecumenical ef
forts have been coerced on the brotherhood and 
failed miserably, as they should have. A sacrificing of 
gospel precepts for the sake of pseudo-unity is not 
the answer. What is needed is a genuine love and sin
cere respect for one another as brothers and sisters in 
Christ coupled with an absence of harshness and ac
rimony which often accompanies disagreements 
among brethren. One of the great principles voiced 
by those within our restoration heritage is, "in mat
ters of faith, unity; in matters of opinion, liberty." I 
can think of no better time and place in which this 
principle may be better applied than among the cur
rent controversy of modern versions. Each of us 
should be a part of the solution rather than the 
source of this problem. 

Rt. 2, Box 67 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Obedience is to some repulsive. It is tyranny 
to those who have never known the joy of 
total submission to a benevolent, higher 

power. It suggests harshness and severity on the one 
side, and compulsory submission on the other. 

To right thinking people no word is more wel
come and no moral quality is more honorable than 
obedience. 

The saint gladly obeys his God. The son obeys 
the wishes of his parents. The Ten Commandments 
begin with requiring a right attitude toward God, 
and immediately proceeds to prescribing a right atti
tude toward one's mother and father. To hallow 
one's God and honor one's parents demands submis
sive, unquestioning, constant obedience. 

The profession of obedience is distinguished by 
simplicity and dignity. Jesus' simple statement, "I am 
come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me" is the slogan of ev
ery believer. 

In civilized communities, command and obedi
ence are universal principles, binding society to
gether (Rom. 13:1-7). 

Obedience is based upon personal relations. If 
Jehovah is my heavenly father then my compliance 
to his every wish is necessary, seeing that in his per
fection he can never ask of me anything that is not 
good, or that does not serve my best interest. 

We obey natural law, but with no voluntary 
adoption or choice. We obey the law of air, water, 
and electricity ... or we die. The body is subject to 
physical law; we are to that extent obedient without 
moral quality and virtue. 

We obey spiritual law, expressed in divine revela
tion, or we die spiritually. Obedience brings blessings 
- God-breathed scripture teaches, reproves, cor
rects, and instructs that the man of God may be com
plete - growing "unto the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ" (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Eph. 4:13). 

Law is the imposition of the will of a superior 
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upon an inferior. Law of this kind is not always just, 
and deserving of reverence. The despot commands, 
and his trembling subject must obey; the slave driver 
commands and the slave may from fear render un
questioning obedience. 

On the other hand, there are human relati ons 
that involve wise directions and willing compliance 
- the copy of that beneficent relation which subsists 
between the Creator and man. 

The mind of God comes into contact with the 
mind of man through - and only through - wis
dom revealed by the H oly Spirit (Rom. 8:14-17). 
Revelation - the Bible - is the medium by which 
the H oly Spirit guides the child of God and brings to 
him the contentment of a fulfilled life. We must hold 
to that word as with a death-grip, giving always "the 
more earnest heed to the things that were heard." 

It is the agency of grace, and the doorway to per
fect peace. 

When the creature says to the Creator, "I have 
done as thou hast commanded me" the language 
brings the personalities into close contact. The obe
dient is impelled, not by regard for his interests or by 
fears lest he suffer, but by the recognition of the per
sonal right of God. 

The believer looks through the Law to the Law
giver ... through the decision to the Judge ... through 
the fatherly word to the Father himself. 

Religious obedience involves authority and sub
jection. Authority is not, as has sometimes been 
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taught, an invention of human ingenuity for the pro
motion of human convenience. In its essence it is Di
vine. It is something quite different and higher from 
power. 

In society, authority is sometimes unaccompanied 
by power. Humans are fa ll ible in wisdom and imper
fect in goodness; and it often happens that the exer
cise of authority among mortals is unjust and hateful. 

The authority of God is always exercised with 
wisdom and with justice. Obedience to man is always 
qualified, but obedience to God is absolute du ty. 

The Divine will is binding, and fo r this reason di
vine judgment is always supremely excellent. In fact, 
every command of God is the utterance of Infinite 
Reason. T here is moral authority in God's commands, 
which we should spontaneously acknowledge. 

The relationsh ip between grateful love and reli
gious obedience is obvious and undeniable. The dis
tinctively Christian obedience is that which is ren
dered from gratitude and affection to the Savior. "If 
ye love me, keep my commandments." 

The thought of the crushing weight of our sins 
wi llingly assumed by Jesus brought him to bloody
sweat in the garden. The savage beating Jesus suf
fered in Pilate's Palace, the cruel crown of thorns, 
climaxed by the agony of the cross caused him to cry 
with a loud voice and give up the ghost. The "loud 
crying and tears" of Mary's son is a demonstration of 
his love for all of Adam's descendants. The stripes 
that bruised and bloodied his back heal obedient hu
mans from the curse of sin and opens to them the 
bliss of heaven. The sum total of Jesus suffering 
should move us to cheerful obedience to the law of 
the new covenant. 

In the new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah, Je
hovah said, "I will put my laws into their mind, And 
on their heart also will I write them: And I will be to 
them a God, And they shall be to me a people." To 
be the people of God we must have his laws in our 
heart and mind. I emphasize the word "laws." 

And I will give them one heart, and I will put a 
new spi rit within you; and I will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh, and will give them a 
heart of flesh; that they may walk in my statutes, 
and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and 
they shall be my people, and I will be their God 
(Ezek. 11: 19-20). 

The obedience of the spiritual overcomes repug
nance to laws prescribed by divine authority. As in the 
case of the Six Hundred - "Theirs not to reason why; 
Theirs not to make reply: Theirs but to do and die." 



In the face of God given commands the subject 
renders a willing and happy obedience. "I delight to 
do thy will, 0 my God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart" (Ps. 40:8). 

Such obedience yields satisfaction to the con
science. 

Here is an epitaph which may be placed over any 
faithful servant of Christ: 

Life's work well done; 
Life's course well run; 
Life's crown well won: 
Now comes rest. 

There is no reflection upon a life of obedience to 
compare in grandeur and beauty with that recorded 
to have been uttered by our Lord himself, "I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do." 

To have given up one's own will, to have ac
cepted the will of heaven, to have toiled and suffered 
as an obedient son and servant in God's cause, -
this is the better part, which will endure the retro
spect of life's closing hour. 

Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up 
prayers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save him from 
death, and having been heard for his godly fear, 
though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by 
the things which he suffered; and having been 
made perfect, he became unto all them that obey 
him the author of eternal salvation; named of 
God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek 
(Heb. 5:7-10). 

The importance of total and consistent submis
sion to the Divine Mind, as expressed in Holy Scrip
ture, cannot be over-emphasized, but is often under
emphasized. 

It is hard to explain that a professing believer in 
Jesus would try to excuse and prevent regular and 
unbroken submission to the divine will and replace it 
with intermittent service. 

It staggers the imagination that any teacher of re
ligion would, under the guise of making responsible 
reflections on restoration, seek to discount the im
portance of obedience and thereby deny the bliss of 
"casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi
ence of Christ and being in readiness to avenge all 
disobedience, when your obedience shall be made 
full" (2 Cor. 10:5-6). 

Religious obedience secures acceptance and re
ward from the supreme ruler himself. If rebellion is, 
in the sight of God, man's one great error and sin, 

obedience is, in his sight, above all things acceptable. 
The sinner is saved by grace; but all are judged 

by their works. It is a colossal error to deny either 
the grace or the works. 

Israel's sweet singer said, "For thy lovingkindness 
is great above the heavens; and thy truth reacheth 
unto the skies" (Ps. 108:4). Notice the connection the 
inspired David makes between God's lovingkindness 
and God's truth. 

You cannot have the lovingkindness of God 
while denying the truth of God. Paul put it this way, 
"For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salva
tion to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, de
nying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly and righteously and godly in this present 
world" (Titus 2: 11-12). God's grace brings instruc
tion. There is a indisputable union between the love 
of God and the law of God. 

There can be no words as welcome at the last as 
these, "Well done, good and faithful servant!" 

We are to be judged by our works (Rom. 2:6; 2 
Tim. 4:14). The consolation of those who die in the 
Lord is that "their works do follow with them" (Rev 
14:13). 

May God deliver us from misguided leaders who 
would have us minimize obedience in order to sacri
fice. 

Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice .of Jeho
vah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
idolatry and teraphim (1 Sam. 15 :22-23). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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The Baptist Church 
and The 
New Testament 
Church 
By Roy Deaver 

The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who made an 
attack upon churches of Christ. 12 chapters deal with 
the following three questions: 1. Is baptism essential for 
salvation? 2. Is the Baptist church the church of the 
New Testament? 3. Is the church of Christ a '"new 
denomination"? BKAD04 paperback, 82 pgs. 
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Blind Spots 
By Houston H. Bynum 

Objectivity is the state of being "uninfluenced 
by emotion, surmise, or personal preju
dice" (American Heritage Dictionary). On 

the other side of the coin, subjectivity is the state of 
being "influenced by emotion, surmise, or personal 
prejudice." 

Should a person decide a matter objectively or 
subjectively? "But examine everything carefully; hold 
fast to thatwhichisgood" (1Thess. 5:21, NASB). The 
Bereans" [r]eceived the word with great eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 'these 
things were so" (Acts 17: 11). In logic, to accept only 
those conclusions which are warranted by adequate 
evidence is called the "law of rationality." 

Even a person who knows God's truth may still 
have his "blind spots." In driving a car, you may basi
cally be able to see the traffic around you, but still 
have a blind spot not shown in the mirror. This in
ability to see that other car has caused many acci
dents - sometimes fatal. 

Spiritually speaking, we should exert the greatest 
of care to recognize possible blind spots. Sometimes 
we may have blind spots because of our respect for 
some person or our regard for some cherished idea. 
Neither persuasive personalities nor preconceived 
ideas should determine the truth. We need to main
tain objectivity and not be blinded by either charisma 
or prejudices. "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word 
is truth" Uohn 17:17). 

A classic reprint 

A Guide to Bible Study 
by J. w. McGarvey (1820-1011) 

Designed to afford suggestion and assistance to those who 
desire a fuller and more accurate knowledge of the Bible. 
Included are a brief summary of the making and purpose of 
the Bible; its chief division; short sketches of the various 
books; and other material helpful to the Bible student ... 
small and concise enough to be kept readily at hand for 
reference. 1567941060, paperback, 97 pgs. 

$3.05 • $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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As an adjunct professor of logic at Georgia Pe
rimeter College, I teach my students about being ra
tional (proper reasoning). Blind spots amount to eva
sions of the law of rationality. Such evasions (irratio
nalism) may contain one or more of the following: 

1. Appeal to authority - (Ipse dixit - "he says 
so"). A statement is true just because someone said so. 

2. Appeal to emotions - A statement is true be
cause of one's feelings. Some use "emotive" language 
to color the case and to distract. 

3. Appeal to a person of prominence - A state
ment is true because a prominent person said so. 

4. Appeal to ignorance - (Ad ignorantium -
"to ignorance"). A statement is true since you don't 
know how to disprove it. 

5. Begging the question - (Petitio precipii - "pe
tition of the beginning"). "Circular reasoning." As
sumes in a premise of the argument that which you 
wish to prove. 

6. Diverting the issue - "Red herring." One 
statement is true because another statement (which is 
irrelevant) is true. 

7. Special pleading - "Having it both ways." 
Bring in only favorable data and ignore unfavorable 
data. 

8. Personal attacks- (Ad hominem- "to the 
man"). Character assassination; "poisoning the 
well." A statement is false because a certain person 
said it, and he is a bad person. (Even bad people 
sometimes tell the truth). 

9. Assuming the cause - (Post hoc - "after 
this"). A person supposes that because something 
followed something else, it is caused by it. 

10. Faulty generalization- "Jumping to conclu
sions." Drawing a general conclusion on the basis of 
insufficient experience with particulars. A statement 
uses such expressions as the following: "all ... ", 
"no ... ", "none ... " 

11. Faulty analogy - Things that resemble each 
other in some respects will resemble each other in 
some further respects. 

12. False dilemma - Someone represents· a situa
tion as having only certain alternatives when there is 
as least one more option. 



13. Ambiguous terms- Statements are vague in
stead of precise. 

14. Impressing by large numbers - Such expres
sions as: "get on the band wagon;" "everybody 
knows this"; "everybody does this." 

15. Popular passions - (Ad populum - "to the 
people"). Stirring up group prejudices; exploiting fear, 
greed, snobbery, etc. 

16. Apriorism- (A priori- "in advance"). Clos
ing one's eyes to evidence alleged against someone or 
something one believes in; reasoning in advance of 
the facts. 

These are some of the ways people reason im-

properly. In an age of televangelism, commercials, 
news journalism, political rhetoric, editorials, high
pressure selling, sensational claims, and word jug
gling, everyone needs to recognize such fallacies of 
unsound reasoning. 

Recognize any possible blind spots, and do not 
be caught off guard. With an open mind of objectiv
ity, seek the truth. "[A]nd you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free" Qohn 8:32). 

P.O. Box 1145 
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Instrumental Music Has Divided Again 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus of Freed-Hardeman University 

Over a century ago the church divided because 
the liberal Disciples of Christ imposed me
chanical music and a missionary society on 

congregations. The "progressive movement" swept 
the brotherhood leaving churches of Christ a small 
number of congregations and members. Through dili
gence and commitment to the authority of the Bible, 
the church has exceeded the "progressives" in size 
and impact. They have "progressed" into flagrant lib
eralism. Again in the 21st century the church has been 
divided in certain areas over the use of instrumental 
music in worship. If the trend continues there will be 
an avalanche resulting in a distinct split as it was fi
nally acknowledged in 1906 after two or three de
cades of debating and writing. 

The Christian Chronicle (October 2003) reported 
that five large congregations over a wide area have 
decided to introduce the instrument. Question: Did 
these steal the buildings and property? 

It is understood that the Christian Chronicle re
ports the news, but it also has editorials. On this is
sue, as well as in others, the editors could and should 
give strong leadership for the biblical teaching instead 
of condoning error. The editor calls acapella music a 
"rich tradition," and there is a call for love and prayer 
in this critical time; but it would seem the editors and 
stalwart Bible scholars should present a strong and 
exhaustive refutation. Would the editors take a strong 

stand on homosexuality, abortion, pornography, and 
such like? They should aggressively oppose error in 
any form. With its record of featuring questionable 
teachers, it is logical to predict the paper will be
come aligned with the progressive split. The policy 
of sending the paper to a large number of congrega
tions has over a period of time the impact of accep
tance of questionable teaching and practice. 

Those who do not plan to introduce instruments 
at this time but take a position that it is in the area 
of judgment, will likely pave the way for its accep
tance eventually. Those who espouse this view may 
fear the exodus of members. But if it is not sinful 
then why not use it? To argue for more use of the 
talents in voice (solos) is the same plea for using tal
ents to play instruments. 

Wrong Reasons 

Some would declare the kind of preaching is a cul
prit. It is believed that what they call "proof text 
preaching," rather than narrative sermons or con
textual study, has contributed to bad interpretations 
that would eliminate the instrument. This is folly, 
for error has resulted from such preaching. 

It is suggested that the introduction of instru
ments will increase church attendance. Apparently it 
has, but the people accepted are those who believe in 
approval. When one visits a denominational church 
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in Seoul, Korea, information is given about its large 
membership of thousands - the largest in the world. 
If one determines being right by having large num
bers, then consider the Islamic religion which is the 
largest and fastest growing religion in the world. 

Who determines what practice is or is not equal 
to a salvation issue? Let us be reminded that all Bible 
teaching must be believed and honored. 

Real Reason 
The real reason is flaunting the supreme authority of 
Christ and the Bible. This was true in the 2Qth century 
split. Instrumental music is symptomatic of disrespect 
for God's authority. Those who introduce it are those 
who believe salvation is by faith alone or grace alone; 
the Lord's Supper is optional for anytime; promotion 
of the "sinner's prayer"; baptism is not essential to 
salvation, nor is the mode of baptism a concern; 
women in positions of leadership; and the govern
ment of a congregation is not important. Are any of 

these not related to salvation and how to serve God? 
Because of the critical period as the church faces divi
sion, would it be possible for there to be a brother
hood-wide meeting to hear both sides discussed? Sev
eral people are able to discuss these matters amicably. 
However, it is probable that the progressives hold a 
superior attitude and would not condescend to a le
gitimate discussion. They may be compared to God's 
people in Hosea's day. The prophet wrote about the 
rebellious people when he quoted God, "Ephraim is 
joined to idols: let him alone" (Hos. 4: 17). 

Mter further efforts to discuss the problem have 
been exhausted, then nothing else can be done and 
therefore, forget this new denomination that has 
formed. However, false doctrine should be exposed. 
The church must get busy preaching the pure gospel 
so that souls may be saved. 

3 72 Mills St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

FF 

Valuable Lessons From Judges 
By Andrew D. Erwin 

The book of Judges covers a period of ap
proximately 350 years of Hebrew history 
in the land of promise; from the death of 

Joshua to the death of Samson, or to the time of the 
prophet Samuel.1 Judges portrays for the reader both 
men and women exhibiting a determination to do 
right, even amidst wicked and perverse people. From 
this book one can learn of God's willingness to work 
with imperfect people. This is a very positive thread 
that seems to run throughout this book. It should en
courage us to know that even the most "ordinary" 
individual can do extraordinary things for the Lord. 
To these judges, God truly was the author and fin
isher of their faith. Furthermore, this study proves 
for us the fact that God is faithful, merciful, true, and 
just. He did not abandon these people, these people 
abandoned him. Yet, he was continually offering for 
them the opportunity of reconciliation. 

Our study is referred to as "one of the saddest 
parts of the Bible. "2 How tragic it is to consider the 
fact that this should have been one of the most faith
ful times in the entire history of this people. They 
had learned from both Moses and Joshua of the way 
of righteousness. At first, they appeared so willing to 
continue steadfast in the will of the Lord; and yet, 
they failed miserably. 

We Must uDrive Out• Worldly Influences 
This truth is unfolded for our learning in the book's 
first two chapters. Beginning at 1:19 and continuing 
through 2:3, we read of no less than 22 occasions of 
God's children failing to do what he had commanded. 
The Israelites were to "utterly destroy" the inhabit
ants of the land; neither "make no covenant with 
them"; nor "shew mercy unto them" (Deut. 7:2). This 
they failed to do. For this cause, God withdrew his 

1 Keil, C.F. and Delitzsch, F. Commentary on the Old Testament, Volume Two; Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel. Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson 
Publishers, znot printing, 2001. 
2.) Jensen, Irving, L. Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament. Chicago: Moody Press, 1978. 
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blessing, and left the people to be a snare unto the Is
raelites (2:3). Further study of the book reveals that 
these children of God suffered the things they did 
because of their refusal to obey God and conquer the 
people of the land. God, in his infinite wisdom, knew 
that these people would have the wrong type of influ
ence upon the Israelites, and thus, wanted to save 
them the forthcoming misery. However, the Israelites 
chose to make peace rather than obey God. The result 
was anything but peaceful. 

Today many Christians have the same philosophy 
towards denominationalism and various false doc
trines as did these Israelites toward the land's inhabit
ants in the long ago. Instead of striving to "drive out" 
from the land the sin of denominationalism, (or any 
other "ism") with (our weapon), the sword of the 
spirit, many brothers and sisters want to "let bygones 
be bygones." Sadly, many precious souls are forever 
lost because of lack of conviction. Are we doing these 
disillusioned souls or the church of Christ any favor 
by refusing to convict the~e people of this schismatic 
sin of false doctrine? Certainly not! In fact, this atti
tude of not wanting to "indoctrinate people" has 
caused the church to be influenced by the world far 
greater than the church influencing the world. How 
sad it is when brethren are too ashamed of the truth to 
save a lost soul with the gospel of Christ. How sad 
when brethren allow the influence of such error to 
lead a congregation of the Lord's people into apostasy. 

Apostasy Is Only One Generation Away 
The book of Judges presents for us the sad saga of re
nouncing religious belief and allegiance to God. It is 
a story of failure. It demonstrates the folly of not 
properly training our children to walk in the way of 
the Lord. Notice, early in the book, chapter 2:10, 
'~d also all that generation were gathered unto 
their fathers: and there arose another generation af
ter them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the 
works which he had done for Israel." As a result of 
this failure to properly parent "the children did evil 
in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: And they 
forsook the Lord God of their fathers .... And prc;>
voked the Lord to anger. And they forsook the Lord, 
and served Baal and Ashtaroth" Uudg. 2:11-13). It is 
this rebellious action that brought retribution from 
the hand of Almighty God. 

Brother DeHoff wrote, "The people forsook 
God Uudg. 2:13), and God forsook the people" 
Uudg. 2:23).3 

We should not view God's dealing with them as 
being unjust; for he did just as he said he would if 
they forsook him (cf. Deut. 5; Josh. 1). Nor should 
we determine that God was unmerciful. In his retri
bution to these Israelites, he still offered them a way 
of escape, which was repentance. 

As the children repented, God raised up deliver
ers or judges to save the people, and establish a time 
of peace. However, it was never long until another 
generation would arise and return to wicked and 
pernicious ways. Even though God was good to 
them and allowed them space to repent, "the people 
did not take their God very seriously, and were con
tinually falling away into idolatry. "4 

This cycle of idolatry, retribution, repentance, 
deliverance, and peace would repeat itself through
out the history of the children of Israel. The follow
ing chart5 reveals some six times in the book of 
Judges alone. 

Cycle Passage Oppressors Judges 

I 3:8-11 Mesopotamians Othenial 

II 3:12-31 Moabites Ehud; 
Shamgar 

Ill 4:1-5:31 Canaanites Deborah 
with Barak 

IV 6:1-10:5 Midianites Gideon; Tola; 
Jair 

v 10:6-12:15 Ammonites Jephthah; 
lbzan 
Elon; Abdon 

VI 13:1-16:31 Philistines Samson 

We Must Learn From History 
Sadly, the book ends with the people still unable to 
learn from their mistakes. Notice the very end of the 
book, chapter 21:25, "In those days there was no 
king in Israel: every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes." It is amazing to consider the short
term memory of these people, their stubborn refusal 
of God, and rejection of his way. 

From a brief survey of the book we can see a 
clear reason for its existence. The words of Paul in 

3.) DeHoff, George, W. DeHoff•s Bible Handbook. Nashville: Williams Printing, 1995. 
4.) Halley, Henry, H. Halley•s Bible Handbook. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 241

h ed., 
1965. 
5.) Jensen, Irving, L.]ensen•s Survey of the Old Testament. 
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Romans 15:4 reveal to us why this book was written 
"for our learning." 

It should be apparent to students of the word 
that God wants us to learn from the mistakes, and 
triumphs of man's walk with him throughout human 
history. Judges serves as an example of God's will
ingness for man to become better than before, to 
constantly improve himself by learning from past 
sins. 

The book of Judges is so much more than a piece 
of history when we consider it in this light. It is a 
gesture given from the mind of a loving, merciful, 
just, and generous God. He does not want us to fail 
him. Rather, he is longsuffering to us, not wishing 
that any should perish (2 Pet. 3 :9). It is because of 
his loving nature that he has revealed to us the way 
of righteousness. It is because of his love for us that 
we have a book titled Judges, and for that matter, 
the Bible. 

This study applies to the this generation, espe
cially those within the Lord's church. Our failures to 
teach our children the ways of the Lord has brought 
about division within the body of Christ, division 
which can be likened to that of the mid 1800s and 
even the early portion of the 20th century. 

It seems history is repeating itself much like it did 
in the days of the judges. May we learn from the mis
takes of the past? May we teach the forthcoming 
generations the ways of the Lord? The cycle we are 
going through can be very easily likened to the cycle 
of the children of Israel. They could have prevented 
it, so can we. The church must teach the fundamen
tal truths of God to our children. We mustn't allow 
the heresy of liberalism or any other "ism" to lead 
his church away from the nurturing and eternally en
during word of God. 

3980 Murray Paris Rd. 
Hazel, KY 42049 
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A Review 
By Raymond Elliott 

T he Jesus Proposal is a new book, written by 
Rubel Shelley and John 0. York, published 
in the spring of 2003, by Leafwood Publish

ers in Siloam Springs, Ark. 
Most brethren know that Rubel Shelley is a 

preacher for the Woodmont Hills ·Church of Christ 
in Nashville. John 0. York is '~sociate Professor of 
Preaching and New Testament at Lipscomb Univer
sity" in Nashville, Tennessee. He also shares the pul
pit responsibilities with Rubel at the Woodmont Hill 
congregation. 

The material in this book has been adapted from 
sermons these brethren delivered at the Woodmont 
Hills Church (p. 21). Though I do not commend this 
book, I do recommend that every faithful elder, dea
con, preacher, Christian university teacher and all 
Christians read this book carefully. It is my humble 
opinion that the contents of this book is the most de
finitive treatise written during my 48 years of 
preaching that declares just how far these brethren 
have digressed from the simplicity of New Testament 
Christianity. 

22 ~i:UF~nd~~~! 

The errors taught by these brethren are too nu
merous to list in this short review. You will have to 
take the time to read this volume for yourself to 
completely understand my statement. Basically, what 
is taught in this book is the old error of "Unity in Di
versity of Doctrine" clothed in "new wineskins." 

I will endeavor to list some of the teachings 
found in this volume: 

1. That religious divisions caused during the past 
200 years were due to culture rather than theological 
reasons (Preface). 

2. That "Jesus Christ should mean more than de
nomination or theological tradition or method of in
terpreting the Bible" (Preface). 

3. The authors are calling for unity among believ
ers based solely upon an "orthodox confession of 
Jesus Christ as the Son of God" (p. 20). 

4. The Bible should not be interpreted by an indi
vidual but rather in a group setting. Believing that 
one could understand objective truths has been a ma
jor reason for the divisions that exist in the church 
(p. 29). 



5. The church has been wrong in requiring that 
others have the same understanding regarding in
strumental music and baptism in order to be accept
able to God (p. 43). 

6. Please observe this statement by the authors: 
"The local church for which the two of us preach is 
consciously trying to continue to sink into union with 
the body of Christ at large (p. 4 7). The authors in
clude the religious world in general when referring 
in this statement to ''the body of Christ at large." 
Sounds familiar? Isn't this the sentiment expressed 
by the Disciples of Christ? 

7. Conversion is a process in which baptism is 
only a part. It is meant by this that there is no one 
'event' at which time a person can know that his past 
sins have been forgiven (p. 48). 

8. "Denominations are not sinful per se. More 
than that, they are surely inevitable and potentially 
valuable" (p. 63). 

9. Diversity of doctrine is not a hindrance to 
unity. "But there is nothing inherently sinful about 
varieties of understanding, taste, and practice that 
create denominations" (p. 64). 

10. There was not a uniformity of organization in 
the early church, nor the teachings on subjects like 
spiritual gifts, understanding of Christ's return or 
baptismal doctrines (p. 74). 

11. That the Holy Spirit can work in various de
n~minations as he did in the various congregations 
in the first century (p. 77). 

12. A relationship with Christ should cause us to 
overlook errors taught by different denominations 
(p. 83). 

13. Shelley states "So long as repentance and faith 
(notice his order) in Christ as Savior is proclaimed as 
gospel, can we not grant that intelligent people of 
goodwill may come to contrary conclusions about 
nuances of baptismal theology?" (p. 87). 

14. Shelley also affirms that there was no unifor
mity of conversions in the book of Acts and that we 
have tried to force others to accept a biblical pattern 
of conversion that is not found in the Bible. He 
states: "I don't know what to make of the lack of 
strict uniformity in these conversion events in the 
New Testament - except that God is not bound to a 
pattern that has him doing things with uniformity, 
that God is more concerned with relationship than 
with regularity" (pp. 88-89). 

15. York writes that we should "lay aside individual 
interpretations and should listen to the voices of 
scholarship" (p. 115). 

16. Shelley declares that he knows good people 
who are more righteous than him even though they 
did not have a scriptural understanding on the teach
ing of scriptural baptism. Therefore, God's grace 
should cover them (p. 126). 

17. Shelley looks with horror at his understanding 
of baptism when he was immersed as a young lad -
that salvation was "God's part," and baptism was 
"man,s part." He refers to such as "baptismal regen
eration" and states, "How much more confused and 
wrong-headed could a baptismal theolC?gy be?" (p. 
130). 

18. He thinks that when he gets to heaven, he 
might ask God when he was saved. This is because he 
believes that no one event occurred in his process of 
salvation wherein he could know that his past sins 
had been forgiven (p. 130). 

19. There is no command given that would restrict 
observing the Lord's Supper only on the first day of 
the week (p. 186). 210 Golson Rd. 
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A Cappella Music in the Public 
Worship of the Church 
by Everett Ferguson 

In elaborating the reasons for advocating a cappella music in 
the public worship Ferguson uses a methodology of 3 steps: 
l. an analysis of the New Testament evidence, 2. a testing of 
one's interpretaion of the New Testament by the testimony of 
church history, and 3. a consideration whether there are 
doctrinal or theological reasons which explain or give 
meaning to the biblical and historical evidence. 
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Worship in Song by Jimmy Jividen 
A study in the purpose and practice of singing in the New 
testament with implications for contemporary worship in 
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Singing and New Testament 
Worship 
by Dave Miller, Ph.D. 
(Are solos, choirs, and vocal bands scritpural?) 

The popularity of special music appears to be increasing 
among some churchs of Christ. Solos, quartets, choirs, etc. are 
now being used in church worship services especially in the 
larger, urban congregations. After noting briefly the testimony 
of early church and Restoration history, the author brings into 
sharp focus the meaning of reciprocity in Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3: 16. He discusses the significance of "each one 
has a psalm" in 1 Corinthians 14:26 and also gives attention to 
the use of"vocal bands." 0891371443, pb 70 pgs .......... $6.95 
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Is Baptism a Sign and Seal of Salvation? 
By T. Pierce Brown 

T hose who are familiar with denominational 
jargon know that they frequentlyuse the ex
pression "sign and seal" as if it were a Bible 

expression. We were surprised to read an article in 
the September 1968 issue of "The Banner of Truth" 
from Fred 0. Blakley, a preacher in the Independent 
Christian Church, in which he asserted that "the Sav
ior appointed a symbol, for the public portrayal of 
the spiritual cleansing which he has experienced by 
faith." He had just stated, "With the coming of faith, 
the defiled conscience is, accordingly, purged, and 
the believer knows himself to be justified and ac
cepted before God." His thesis in this article is that 
since baptism is "the answer of a good conscience" 
(1 Pet. 3:21), since the person has his conscience 
cleansed by faith, then he is to be baptized to make a 
"public portrayal of the spiritual cleansing he has ex
perienced by faith." According to that doctrine, bap
tism has nothing to do with giving remission of sins 
(Act 2:38, Acts 22:16), but is only a "sign and seal" 
of that which has already been accomplished. 

We have written to the present editor of The 
Banner of Truth to see if this is his position, for he 
republished the article with praise in the October, 
2003 issue, but we have not received word from 
him. We are frank to confess that we were surprised, 
for members of the conservative Christian Church of 
which we are aware believe that baptism is the point 
at which one receives remission of his sins. Most of 
those who deny this seem to think that if a person 
thinks that, he must believe in "baptismal regenera
tion," which involves the idea that the mere act of 
being baptized saves a person. Of course this is not 
so, for there is no power in the water to cleanse, nor 
is the ritual a sacramental act by which a person is 
automatically cleansed, as Augustine and others 
taught. Baptism lone avails nothing, but must be pre
ceded by faith and repentance. 

There are those who say such things as, "Baptism 
does not take the place of the cross of Christ." They 
are correct, but then they go on to say with Blakely, 
"Jesus is the complete salvation of all who receive 
him by faith" and therefore baptism is merely an out-

24 ~i:U~~nd!~~: 

ward demonstration of an inward faith that has al
ready saved the sinner. 

They do not seem to realize that Paul had a good 
conscience even while he was persecuting Christians. 
Having faith in Christ did not "purge the evil con
science" from Paul, for he did not have one. Yet he 
was still in sin until he had been baptized to wash 
away his sin. So the fact that baptism is "the answer 
of a good conscience" does not mean that since a 
person has a good conscience, he is now cleansed 
from sin and should be baptized in response to that 
supposed fact. It means that a person who has a good 
conscience is one who is conscious of always trying 
to do what Christ says we should do. When the 
people on Pentecost who had a good conscience real
ized that in ignorance they had with wicked hands 
crucified the Son of God (Acts 3: 17), their good con
science led them to be baptized for the remission of 
their sins. The same thing is true with Paul. Since he 
always had a good conscience, when he realized his 
lost and sinful condition and realized he had been 
persecuting the Messiah for. whom he had been hop
ing, his conscience was answered in his being bap
tized, for he had been told that was what he must do 
(Acts 9:6). He could not have continued with a good 
conscience had he refused to "arise and be baptized 
and wash away his sins" (Acts 22:16). 
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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant 
By John Davies 

T hus says the LORD: 'Heaven is My 
throne, And earth is My footstool. 
Where is the house that you will build 

Me? And where is the place of My rest? For all 
those things My hand has made, And all those 
things exist, Says the LORD. But on this one 
will I look: On him who is poor and of a con
trite spirit, And who trembles at My word' {lsa. 
66:1-2). 

His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. 
Enter into the joy of your lord' {Matt. 25:21). 

What an absolute waste of time and life if the 
Lord doesn't say to each child of God, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over many things. 
Enter into the joy of your lord." It doesn't matter 
what a person did or didn't do if the Lord cannot say 
to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant." No 
matter the years lived, the life of this earth is very in
significant compared to eternity and the great re
wards there including not only mansions but ruling 
over cities! 

Unfortunately many of God's people are blind 
and deaf to what the Spirit would say to them. God's 
word is unchanging: 

At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam be
came sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife, 
'Please arise, and disguise yourself, that they 
may not recognize you as the wife of Jeroboam, 
and go to Shiloh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is 
there, who told me that I would be king over 
this people. Also take with you ten loaves, some 
cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him; he will 
tell you what will become of the child.' And 
Jeroboam's wife did so; she arose and went to 
Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. But 
Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were glazed by 
reason of his age. 

Now the LORD had said to Ahijah, 'Here is 
the wife of Jeroboam, coming to ask you some
thing about her son, for he is sick.' Thus and 
thus you shall say to her; for it will be, when she 
comes in, that she will pretend to be another 
woman. And so it was, when Ahijah heard the 
sound of her footsteps as she came through the 
door, he said, 'Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why 

do you pretend to be another person? For I have 
been sent to you with bad news.' 'Go, tell 
Jeroboam, Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 
Because I exalted you from among the people, 
and made you ruler over My people Israel, and 
tore the kingdom away from the house of David, 
and gave it to you; and yet you have not been as 
My servant David, who kept My command
ments and who followed Me with all his heart, 
to do only what was right in My eyes; but you 
have done more evil than all who were before 
you, for you have gone and made for yourself 
other gods and molded images to provoke Me to 
anger, and have cast Me behind your back -
therefore behold! I will bring disaster on the 
house of Jeroboam,· and will cut off from 
Jeroboam every male in Israel, bond and free; I 
will take away the remnant of the house of 
jeroboam, as one takes away refuse until it is all 
gone. The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to 
jeroboam and dies in the city, and the birds of 
the air shall eat whoever dies in the field; for the 
LORD has spoken!' 'Arise therefore, go to your 
own house. When your feet enter the city, the 
child shall die' {1 Kings 14:1-12). 

The eyes of the Lord see and know all things and 
none can fool him even as king Jeroboam asked his 
wife to deceive prophet Ahijah to inquire about the 
fate of their son. Instead of good news the prophet 
told of the disaster that God would bring on the 
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house. of Jeroboam, and would cut off from 
Jerob6am every male in Israel, bond and free. God 
would take away the remnant of the house of 
Jeroboam, as one takes away refuse until it is all 
gone. The dogs would eat whoever belonged to 
Jeroboam and died in the city, and the birds of the air 
would eat whoever died in the field. Men don't con
sider the seriousness of God's judgment upon them 
and their seed when they have done evil and made 
God to be upset. But God's word is unchanging: 

For if we sin willfully after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains 
a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expecta
tion of judgment, and fiery indignation which 
will devour the adversaries. Anyone who has re
jected Moses' law dies without mercy on the tes
timony of two or three witnesses. Of how much 
worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be 
thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God 
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by 
which he was sanctified a common thing, and in
sulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who 
said, 'Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,' says the 
Lord. And again, 'The LORD will judge His 
people.' It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God (Heb. 10:26-31). 

God will judge and deal with fornicators and 
adulterers. They will reap whatever they have sowed 
and the Lord will judge his people. "It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God." 

King David didn't get away with adultery. He 
paid in so many ways for his sins including the loss of 
prosperity replaced by the sword. Sin doesn't profit, 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; He b. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial - immersion - Col. 2: 12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21 ; Acts 2:3 8 

o God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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but it brings real losses, p~in, suffering and curses as 
David testified: · · 

0 LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger, Nor 
chasten me in Your _hot displeasure. Have mercy 
on me, 0 LORD, for J· am weak; 0 LORD, heal 
me, for my bones are troubled. My soul also is 
greatly troubled; But You, 0 LORD - how 
long? Return, 0 LORD, deliver me! Oh, save 
me for your mercies' sake! For in death there is 
no remembrance of you; In the grave who will 
give You thanks? I am weary with my groaning; 
All night I make my bed swim; I drench my 
couch with my tears. My eye wastes away be
cause of grief; It grows old because of all my en
emies (Ps. 6:1-7). 

James told us clearly " My brethren, let not many 
of you become teachers, knowing that we shall re
ceive a stricter judgment Uames 3:1)." Yes stricter 
judgment comes upon those who are teachers, pas
tors and leaders than on the sheep. Yes, God will 
judge them for all their words and actions. His word 
is unchanging: 

And the word of the LORD came to me, say
ing, 'Son of man, prophesy against the shep
herds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord GOD to the shepherds: Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should 
not the shepherds feed the flocks? You eat the fat 
and clothe yourselves with the wool; you 
slaughter the fatlings, but you do not feed the 
flock. The weak you have not strengthened, nor 
have you healed those who were sick, nor bound 
up the broken, nor brought back what was 
driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with 
force and cruelty you have ruled them. So they 
were scattered because there was no shepherd; 
and they became food for all the beasts of the 
field when they were scattered. My sheep wan
dered through all the mountains, and on every 
high hill; yes, My flock was scattered over the 
whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking 
or searching for them. 

'Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 
the LORD: as I live, says the Lord GOD, surely 
because My flock became a prey, and My flock 
became food for every beast of the field, because 
there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds 
search for My flock, but the shepherds fed them
selves and did not feed My flock - therefore, 0 
shepherds, hear the word of the LORD! Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against the 
shepherds, and I will require My flock at their 
hand; I will cause them to cease feeding the 
sheep, and the shepherds shall feed themselves 
no more; for I will deliver My flock from their 
mouths, that they may no longer be food for 
them' (Ezek. 34:1-10). 
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What Our Brethren of Current Heterodoxy 
Do and Do Not Believe 

By Frazier Conley 

Ten Items They Do Not Believe: 
1. They do not have full faith and confidence in 

Holy Scripture. 
2. They do not believe the scriptures are com

plete. 
3. They do not believe that the 2 7 documents of 

the New Testament were divinely authoritative and 
canonical from the moment they came from apos
tolic pens. 

4. They do not believe that God intended for the 
New Testament to be a guide (norm, standard) to 
Christian faith and practice (to them, this is "legal
ism"). 

5. They do not believe that all religious faith and 
practice ought to be grounded in the New Testa
ment. 

6. They do not believe that the New Testament 
authors considered themselves to be writing scrip
ture. 

7. They do not believe that the New Testament is 
the revealed will of Christ for his church. 

8. They do not believe in the Restoration Move
ment, although they may claim to be its true heirs. 

9. They do not believe that Christians are re
sponsible to the New Covenant of Christ rather than 
the Old Covenant of Moses, that is, they do not be
lieve there is any real difference in the covenants. 

10. Many, if not most of them, do not believe that 
one becomes saved in Christ at the point of obedi
ence in baptism. 

Ten Items They Do Believe: 
1. They do believe that the New Testament is 

that partial collection of documents which only acci
dentally and haphazardly survived the early decades 
of the church. 

2. They do believe that to regard the New Testa
ment as one's norm and standard, that to take the 
New Testament and it alone as a guide to faith and 
practice, is legalistic and legalism in the same sense 
that the Law of Moses was legalistic to those who 
sought justification through doing it. 

3. Many do believe that the early Restoration 

Movement scholars and their conservative descen
dents to the present day were/are unlearned. 

4. Many do believe they are smarter, better edu
cated, and more well-informed than any past or 
present students in the mainstream of the Restora
tion Movement. 

5. Many do believe that they are smarter than the 
ancient human authors of scripture. 

6. They do, some of them, believe in most of the 
conclusions of negative biblical criticism. 

7. Most do believe that the petty and trivial dif
ferences sometimes found among Restoration Move
ment congregations mean that the Restoration 
Movement has failed. 

8. Incredibly, they do believe that the main
stream denominational approach has produced more 
unity in religious faith and practice than the Restora
tion Movement. This is despite the momentous and 
massive chasms that exist among such groups on 
most all of the most fundamental of religious ques
tions. 

9. They erroneously believe that no matter how 
independent a local congregation is, if it is known by 
a "name" it is a "denomination." 

10. They do believe that religious unity consists 
not in believing and practicing the same gospel, but 
in a kind of union where no one holds religious con
victions strongly enough to withhold fellowship 
from anyone for anything. 
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Faulkner University's 
60th Annual 
Bible Lectureship 

Directed by 
V. P. Black & Cecil May Jr. 

Monday, March 1 -Focus on Youth and Family Ministries 
2:00 ..... Balancing Ministry With Personal Life ............ Mike Whisenant 
3:00 ..... The Three Most Important Priorities in Youth Ministry 

............................................................................ Ryan Federlck 
4:00 ..... It takes Family to Raise a Youth Ministry ...... Brandon Presnell 
5:30 ..... Dinner Honoring Elders- Promises of the Chief Shepherd 

............................................................................... John Gipson 
7:30 ..... Providence of God .............................................. John Simpson 

Tuesday, March 2 
8:00 ..... Greater Is He That Is in You Than He 

That Is in the World ..................................... Jim McGulggan 
9:00 ..... Promise or Platitude? (Seek and Ye Shall Find) ... Cecil May Ill 

If God Be for Us ............................................. Russ Crosswhite 
God's Promises to Noah ..................................... Allan Eldridge 
The Book of Acts-God Keeps His Promises ...... Mike McElroy 
God's Promise of Peace to Dwell in Your Heart (Ladies) 
.......................................................................... Louise Lambert 

10:00 ..... Blessings in the Church ................................... Frank McElveen 
11 :00 ..... They, With Us Received the Promise ....................... Scott Harp 

My Word Shall Not Return to Me Void ............ De Wayne Spivey 
Promise of the Remission of Sins ........................ Roy Johnson 
The Promise of an Abundant Life 

in Your Marriage (Ladies) ........ ....................... Mikel Frazier 
12:00 ..... Friends for Faulkner Luncheon 

1:30 ..... Righteousness Exalts a Nation .................. Kenneth Randolph 
The Love of God ................................................... Mike Winkler 
God's Promise to the Persecuted ....................... Philip Bradley 
The Chemistry of the Cross ......................... Clarence Deloach 
Encouraging Congregations in Mission Work .......... Don Myers 

2:30 ..... By This Shall All Men Know ................................ Leland Rogers 
God's Promise of a Home In Heaven ................... John Vaughn 
Adam and Eve, Not Adam and Steve ......................... Sam Long 
The Promise of Grace ........................................... Keith Wilson 
God's Promise to David ........................................ Brooks Boyd 

3:30 ..... Open Forum - Islam .................. E.R. Brannan/Gordan Gentry 
5:30 ..... Silver Circle Reunion 
7:30 ..... I Will Build My Church ......................................... Jim Chamblee 

Wednesday, March 3 

God's Promise to Joshua .................................. King McCarver 
God Has a Plan for You .................................... Keith Kasarjlan 
Problems, Promises, Prospects (Ladies) ........... Linda Pledger 

12:00 ..... Luncheon- Jack Wilhelm 
1 :30 ..... The Graying of the Flock: Engaging Senior Adults 

in Ministry ...................................................... James Knapp 
I Will Open the Windows of Heaven ......................... Larry Acuff 
I Will Forgive Their Iniquities and Remember 

Their Sins No More ........................................ Jerry Jenkins 
Great and Precious Promises .................. ............. Jimmy Clark 
Reaching the Lost Through the Printed Page ..... Allen Webster 

2:30 ..... Our Marriage Vows .............. .................................... Doug Smith 
Justification in Acts -The "Other" Examples of Conversion 
......................................................................... Raymond Elliott 

The Promises of God Test the Faith of Abraham 
............................................................. ...... ....... .. Randall Bailey 

As Your Days, so Shall Your Strength Be ......... Carl Cheatham 
Though He Slay Me, Yet Willi Trust Him ........... Rob Robinson 

3:30 ..... Open Forum - Role of Women in Worship ................ Cecil May 
7:30 ..... Ament Allelujahl Prerequisites 

to His Promises ......................................... Fenter Northern 

Thursday, March 4 

8:00 Greater Is He That Is In You Than He 
That Is in the World ..................................... Jim McGulggan 

9:00 ..... He Will Direct Your Paths ..................................... Ancll Jenkins 
The Eternal Purpose and Promise of God .............. Ray Poseur 
The Promise of the Spirit ......................................... Steven Guy 
The Promise of Grace and Righteousness ..... .... Randy Owens 
Behold I Thought (Ladies) ........................................ Gale Jones 

10:00 ..... I Will Not Leave You Nor Forsake You .................... EliJah Bush 
11 :00 ..... A Biblical Rationale for Restoration ....................... Jim Howard 

Promise of the Resurrection ........................... Matthew Beasley 
Scripture Cannot Be Broken ....................................... Eric Lyon 
Seeing God in the Dark ......................................... Dorian Flynn 
The Promise of God's Comfort (Ladies) .......... Arnelle Adcock 

12:00 ..... Luncheon- Basil Overton 
1 :30 ..... Promise of Assurance of Peace ........................... Billy Lambert 

God's Promise of Grace ........................................ J.T. Harrison 
Standing on the Promises ................................... Jim Ashworth 

8:00 ..... Greater Is He That Is in You Than Reaching the Lost Through Television ............. James Watkins 
He That ts in the World ............................... Jim McGulggan 2:30 ..... Are You Standing on the Promises 

9:00 ..... His Mercy Endures Forever ............................. Richard Rogers of God? ....................................................... George C. Kelly 
God Helps When We Hurt ........................ Johnny Mack Young God's Promises to Zacchaeus ............................ Kelly Wheeler 
Promises of the Coming Kingdom ..........•................ Glen Posey Keeping Our Promises Like God Keeps His .......... Bill Bagents 
The Promise of Heaven ........................................... Martel Pace Some Advice on Preparing an Ark ....................... Hugh Fulford 
Promises of God Fulfilled in China (Ladies) ......... Trudy Payne The Promise of Prayer ...................... ..................... John Gaines 

10:00 ..... How I Greet This Day ................................................. V.P. Black 3:30 ..... Open Forum - Questions and Answers ............ Clem Thurmon 
11 :00 ..... The Promise of Escape from Temptation ............ Richard Harp 5:30 ..... Dinner honoring Nell Anderson 

When God Makes a Promise .............................. Robert Woods 7:30 ..... There Is a Crown Laid Up for Me ........................ George Bailey 
Singing at 7 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights. 
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Potpourri •.. 
This corner of the paper is intended to keep us 

reminded of human frailties and focused on 
the current moral ambiance. This will give 

us a clue as what scandals lurk in the dark and what 
measures we should take to defend ourselves. There 
are also some good things to report, but most of it is 
shady. 

Update 
$Earlier this year, New York City established 

Harvey Milk High School - a safe haven where gay 
youngsters could escape the bullying of their peers. It 
has turned, however, into a somewhat more typical 
Manhattan high school, in that it has bred crime. To 
be sure, these particular teen crimes are out of the 
ordinary: A clique of five students has been arrested 
for dressing up as female prostitutes, soliciting cli
ents in Greenwich Village, and then pretending to be 
vice-squad cops and shaking them down for money 
and credit cards. 

It Pays to Advertise 
ONew York City is, of course, the warm beating 

heart of American liberalism, a place fairly awash with 
open-mindedness and tolerance. Isn't it? Not neces
sarily. Back in 2000, the Rev. Kristopher Okwedy, a 
Nigerian-born pastor, bought space on two Staten Is
land billboards and filled them with a biblical verse: 
"Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with woman
kind: it is abomination" (Lev. 18:22). This brought a 
sharp response from the then-president of the bor
ough, Guy Molinari, who fired off a letter to the bill
board company saying that this particular message "is 
not welcome in our borough." His letter then re
minded the billboard company of the economic ben
efits they derived from doing business in Staten Island. 
The offending billboards disappeared. Reverend 
Okwedy promptly got himself lawyered up, claiming 
that his First Amendment rights had been violated. 
Now a federal appeals court has· agreed with him, rul
ing that the implicit threat in Molinari's letter may 
have constituted a government assault on freedom of 
speech. Of course, if Reverend Okwedy had covered 
his billboards with pictures of scantily-clad pre-teens 
in provocative poses, everybody would be - as it 
were - on board with him. 

ludicrous 
$We sometime print the absurdly ridiculous just 

to keep ourselves reminded of how foolish the hu
man creature can be. Here are a couple examples: (1) 
A 21-year-old Wichita, Kansas, woman faces aggra
vated battery charges for biting off a chunk of her 
boyfriends tongue. Crissy Smith and her boyfriend, 
Randy Eggers, 23, had been arguing and after the 
tension between them seemed to subside, Eggers at
tempted to put their quarrel to an end with a kiss. (2) 
Since April 2002 Columbus, Ohio, police have re
ceived 3 9 complaints of women being ambushed by a 
nude man whose only accessory was a camera. The 
"naked photographer" would take pictures of the 
women's shocked expressions and keep them as sou
venus. 

A fangled Web 
OBERLIN (Reuters)- A Thai man who masquer

aded as a woman to wed a German man has failed to 
get the marriage annulled, and now seems saddled 
with his husband. 

A German court dismissed the Thai's request for 
an annulment because same-sex marriages are not 
recognized in Germany, and therefore cannot be re
versed. 

"I don't know why they got married, whether it 
was love or the desire for a residence permit," said 
Ulrich Skwirblies, a spokesman for the court in the 
western town of Celie. 

The 42-year-old Thai married the man in Den
mark under a false name in 1994 and was later 
granted German residency. 

Lunch? 
0 KASSEL, Germany (Reuters) - A German con

fessed on Wednesday to killing and eating a willing 
victim in a case that could make legal history, telling 
a shocked courtroom the experience was "like taking 
communion" in a religious service. 

At the start of his murder trial in Kassel, central 
Germany, Armin Meiwes, 4 2, offered a full account 
of the killing that has gained him worldwide notori
ety as "The Cannibal of Rotenburg" after the town 
where he lived. 

Meiwes said there were "hundreds, thousands" of 
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people seeking to fulfil their desires to eat humans or 
be eaten via Internet advertisements in forums called 
"Cannibal Cafe," "Guy Cannibals" and "Torturenet." 

In testimony so frank it drew gasps from the pub
lic gallery, Meiwes said he had kept his victim's skull 
and plastic bags of flesh in his freezer. He ate about 
44 pounds of the flesh, defrosting it bit by bit. 

"With every piece of flesh I ate I remembered 
him," Meiwes, a self-assured and well-spoken com
puter repair man, told the judge. "It was like taking 
communion." 

The killing took place in March 2001. Meiwes 
was arrested in December 2002 after police received 
a tip-off from someone who had seen one of his In
ternet adverts seeking a slaughter victim. 

The gaunt, bespectacled defendant said that dur
ing his upbringing alone with a dominant mothe~ he 
had longed for a little brother he could make "part 
of me." 

He told how he made contact online with a 43-
year-old Berlin computer specialist identified only as 
Bernd-Juergen B. 

He invited him to his elegant half-timbered home 
near Kassel and killed him with a kitchen knife in a 
"slaughtering room" he had built containing meat 
hooks, a cage and a butcher's table . 

"He told me he had had the desire since he was a 
child to be slaughtered and eaten," Meiwes said. "He 
was very intelligent and I didn't see any sign that he 
was disturbed." Meiwes filmed the killing and the 
video tape may be shown to the court. 

Condoms for free 

~l District health officials, who every day con
front the nation's highest incidence of AIDS, will 
soon install plain white condom dispensers in select 
government offices and begin distributing the con
traceptives for free . 

The goal is to place more than 50 dispensers in 
offices frequented by the public, including the D.C. 
Housing Authority and the departments of human 
services, motor vehicles and public works, among 
others. 

"They're going to be as common as water foun
tains," Ivan 0. Torres, interim director of the city's 
HIV/AIDS Administration, said of the dispensers. 
"The mayor is committed to this . .. . This is no longer 
something to be ashamed of. It affects all of us." 

City officials, who announced the measure on 
World AIDS Day yesterday, said they know of no 
other city or state that has distributed prophylactics 
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so broadly from within government buildings. 
The condoms are intended for the public and not 

for city workers, Torres said. They will not be dis
played prominently in lobbies but they will be 
readily available. 

The distribution plan was greeted with enthusi
asm yesterday by D.C. Council members but dis
missed by others who questioned the logic behind it. 

Blacks Deny Link in Gay, Civil Rights 
®BOSTON (AP) - Conservative blacks are ob

jecting to recent comparisons between efforts for ho
mosexual "marriage" and civil rights movements, ar
guing that sexual orientation is a choice. 

Links between the two struggles have been made 
since Massachusetts' highest court ruled last week 
that the state constitution guarantees homosexual 
couples the right to "marry." The court cited land
mark laws that lifted bans on interracial marriage. 

But the Rev. Talbert Swan II said the two struggles 
are not similar because blacks were lynched, denied 
property rights and declared inhuman. 

Homosexuality is a chosen lifestyle," he said. "I 
could not choose the color of my skin .... For me to 
ride down the street and get profiled just because of 
my skin color is something a homosexual will never 
go through." 

Alvin Williams, president of the conservative 

"The intent of this book is to impress upon people 
both the importance and the urgency of building a 
deep, personal faith in God, His Son, and His Word 
that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
in Christ's parable. But the book does not stop there. 
It also explains how to build a faith based on the kind 
of evidence that is every bit as rock-solid as the faith 
it is intended to help create and sustain." BKBK03 

342 pages • paperback 

$12.00 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% sales tax 
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Black America's Political Action Committee, said the 
same-sex-union issue looks like an equal rights issue 
at first, but becomes a "special rights" issue after 
closer examination because it's about behavior, not 
ethnicity. 

Polygamy and Homosexuality 
!~>SALT LAKE CITY- A lawyer for a Utah man 

with five wives argued Monday that his bigamy con
victions should be thrown out following a Supreme 
Court decision decriminalizing gay sex. 

The nation's high court in June struck down a 
Texas sodomy law, ruling that what gay men and 
women do in the privacy of their homes is no busi
ness of government. 

It's no different for polygamists, argued Tom 
Green's attorney, John Bucher, to the Utah Supreme 
Court. 

"It doesn't bother anyone, and with no compel
ling state interest in what you do in your own home 
with consenting adults, you should be allowed to do 
so," Bucher said. 

Girls Will Be Girls 
{~/DETROIT - DaimlerChrysler AG's sponsor

ship of a Super Bowl halftime football game between 
lingerie-clad women could draw criticism, say ex
perts. But the Lingerie Bowl is a marketing risk the 
automaker, which has become known for its sexu
ally-suggestive ads, says it's willing to take. 

For 20 minutes during the Super Bowl on Feb. 1, 
14 models dressed in linge rie will participate in a 
tackle football game. The program will be broadcast 
live on a pay-per-view channel for an estimated $20 
to $30 viewing fee. 

James Kenyon, a spokesman for the Auburn 
Hills-based Chrysler Group, said "it's another way 
for us to break through the advertising clutter" dur
ing the Super Bowl. 

The company will use the Lingerie Bowl to pitch 
Dodge cars and trucks bought primarily by men, 
Kenyon told the Detroit Free Press for a Thursday 
story. But some experts say viewers may get the wrong 
message. 

One commercial referred to the Chrysler 
Concorde's "really big back seat," implying that it was 
the possible place where a child was conceived. And, 
a Chrysler Town and Country ad featured a man ask
ing a neighbor if he wanted to swap - not clarifying 
whether he meant their minivans or their wives. 

Andrew Bergstein, a marketing instructor at Penn 
State University, said the game will catch people's at-

tention and not stir public outrage since many view
ers are already accustomed to such programming. 

Thanks Elvin 
!~>Our good friend Elvin DeShazo has called at

tention to a news report that Henry]. Lyons who has 
just completed his prison sentence on grand theft, 
racketeering, bank fraud, and tax evasion, and who 
still owes $2.5 million in restitution, is planning to 
return to his pulpit. He divorced his wife and the 
woman at the center of the scandal, Dernice 
Edwards, died in prison (CNN.com, Nov. 30 2003). 

Abortion 
{~lOver 60 abortion rights groups have used this 

week's European Population Forum in Geneva to 
stage an attack on the Bush administration and the 
Roman Catholic Church for their "religious funda
mentalism" in insisting that international develop
ment programs do not promote abortion 
(NewsMax.com- Jan. 16,2004). 

Bible Passages a Firing OHense 
!~>Hewlett-Packard had the right to fire an em

ployee who posted anti-sodomy Bible verses at his 
own cubicle to protest the company's "diversity" 
policy, the 9'h U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals says. 

HP had fired Richard Peterson in Boise, Idaho, 
after he displayed biblical passages about making 
sodomy punishable by death. 

Peterson said that the company discriminated 
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Faith trilogy, discusses such topics as the biblical defi
nition of faith, why people lose their faith (and what can 
be done about it) , knowing and defeating our adversary 
-the devil, the origin, nature, and destiny of the soul, 
and how to faithfully teach The Faith. BKBK04 
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against him and that other employees were allowed 
to display religious symbols and pro-diversity post
ers. 

Peterson was fired "because he violated the 
company's harassment policy by attempting to gen
erate a hostile and intolerant work environment" 
and disobeyed managers' orders to remove the pas
sages, Circuit Judge Stephen Reinhardt said. 

Reinhardt and the rest of the 9th Circuit also 
claims that the Pledge of Allegiance violates the Con
stitution (NewsMax.com, Jan. 7, 2004). 

Jailed rerror Susped 
$WASHINGTON - Abdurahman Alamoudi, an 

alleged senior terrorist operative, is behind bars on 
an 18-count indictment. But he can take satisfaction 
in the fact that a court in California has just given the 
green light to schools following ACLU's religion-in-

Revelation - class books 

Revelation: Certain VIctory In Jesus 
by Lewis G. Hale 
Introductory comments on each chapter. followed by 
questions. Suggestions of possible Interpretations and 
their significance for us are Included. 
BCLG01 47 pgs .................................................... $1.95 

A Comprehensive Study of The Revelation 
by Elam B. Kuykendall 
Students study the Bible for the answers to the 
workbook questions. Number of questions on each 
chapter are based on chapter content. no filler 
questions. Variety of types of questions: completion. 
true/false. matching. vocabulary builders help with 
difficult words. Test sheets throughout book. Compre
hensive test at the end of each book. BCUY01 ••• $2.75 

Revelation by Paul Sain 
Revelation consists of 7 parallel sections. each 
spanning the Christian age from a different perspective. 
The 7 sections can be grouped into 2 major divisions: 
Ch. 1-11. The church persecuted by the world; Ch. 12-
22, Behind the scenes of the persecution to see Satan 
at work: beast of sea (govemment persecution. ch. 13). 
beast of earth (false teaching. ch. 13). great harlot 
(worldliness. ch. 17). A lengthy introduction of the book 
and additional sources for information Included. Rather 
than a directed study of each chapter. a proposed 
lesson plan is given for a 13-week study. 
BCAS55 20 pgs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $3.60 

Revelation by James Meadows 
This guide for an adult Bible class contains a lengthy 
introduction with statements from sources acknowl
edged in the bibliography to the Introduction. Each of 
the 26 lessons has a number of general questions. The 
format of this workbook is designed to provoke more 
study on the part of the teacher and students. 
BCAK26 61 pgs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• $5.50 
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the-classroom guidelines, which he helped to formu
late. 

A judge on the notoriously left-wing 9th U.S. Cir
cuit Court of Appeals, which deems the Pledge of Al
legiance unconstitutional, has upheld the constitu
tionality of an intensive three-week course in Cali
fornia government schools that requires children to 
choose a Muslim name, wear Islamic garb, memorize 
verses from the Koran, pray to Allah, play "jihad 
games, and simulate worship activities related to the 
Five Pillars of Islam." 

But hasn't American Civil Liberties Union lec
tured us that religious instruction in school violates 
what it describes as "separation of church and state" 
(a phrase that appears nowhere in the U.S. Constitu
tion)? Read on .. That injunction seems to depend on 
which religion is involved. 

The guidelines in ACLU's document is in effect a 
warning (some would say an implied threat) to 
schools as to how they can avoid legal challenges from 
the same ACLU on church/state issues in the class
room. 

Alamoudi, founder and former executive direc
tor of American Muslim Council, was jailed last fall 
on charges that include taking money believed to 
come from a charity Libya has used to support ter
ror, taking $340,000 in cash with the intent to bring 
it to Syria from London. It is also believed some of 
the money was to be taken to Saudi Arabia (or Saudi 
accounts) and from there to organizations of influ
ence in the United States. The charges include 
money-laundering, misuse of a passport, and failure 
to report bank accounts. 

Some outraged parents, particularly in Califor
nia, believe one of the "other means" Alamoudi 
might have had in mind was indoctrinating American 
children in school, an issue back on the front burner 
with this week's decision by 9th Circuit Judge Phyllis 
Hamilton. 

Alamoudi, a naturalized American, proclaims he 
is innocent of any terrorist links or activities. In a let
ter to the Washington Post for Dec. 12, 2003, he 
blames an inaccurate translation of an Arabic inter
view he gave in 1999 for the implication that he sup
ports terrorism. He said the charge ignored a preced
ing sentence "in which I clearly and unequivocally 
denounced terrorist violence." He added he had 
been "criticized by many of my associates for believ
ing that violence is never justified by any religion." 

ACLU has confirmed to NewsMax that Alamoudi 
in fact represented American Muslim Council among 



the organizations that helped craft the ACLU docu
ment "Religion in the Public Schools: A Joint State
ment of Current Law." 

Many government schools have given great 
weight to the document as a warning. Anyone who 
follows the news knows ACLU aggressively looks for 
opportunities to run to court and sue anyone or any 
institution that ·shows the slightest trace of promot
ing Christianity in the public square (NewsMax.com, 
jan. 14, 2004). 

American families live In Cars 
flYou are a child in school, learning about your 

own culture and others. You open your textbook, 
and you see pictures of people living in well-built 
stone cottages in Bolivia. 

There are quaint, little mud-brick homes in Mali. 
And then you get to America. 
There is the "typical"- according to your text

book - American family from the city: poor, living 
in a car on the street, surrounded by burned-out ten
ements and boarded-up buildings swathed in graffiti. 

And where is this textbook being used? France? 
Saudi Arabia? Russia, maybe? 

No sirree; that textbook - Arthur Dorros' This 
Is My House - is used in elementary schools in New 
York City, right here in the U.S. of A. 

"All the other countries are depicted well, but it 
portrays the city as graffiti-covered, with burned-out 
buildings and a family living in a car," state Sen. 
Martin Golden, R-Brooklyn, angrily told the New 
York Post. 

Seventy percent of the population of Bolivia live 
below the poverty line, but they are portrayed as liv
ing in relative luxury, compared to the American city 
dweller. 

And the post reports "the book is listed as a 
suitable text by the state Education Department's 
curriculum for English as a Second Language." 
(NewsMax.com, Jan. 15, 2004). 

Teenage Sex 
$DETROIT- Elisse Ramey loves volleyball, 

leadership projects and her advanced placement En
glish classes. 

She knows precisely what she wants in life: to 
own her own film production company. 

She also knows what she does not want: to be
come a teen mom. 

"I don't plan to have sex until I'm married," said 
Ramey, 17, a student at Detroit's Cass Technical 
High School. "So even if I did meet Mr. Wonderful, 

he would just have to wait." 
Brown is among those who believe teens are 

thinking harder about not having sex. 
"Why are they being more cautious? I think its 

several things: fear of AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases, as well as the work that has been done on 
this issue," she said. 

Brown pointed to billboards, public service an
nouncements, a strong economy, messages to com
plete their education and to participate in the Ameri
can mainstream. 

"Young people are more conservative these days 
and more cautious generally," she said (Brown is 
among those who believe teens are thinking harder 
about not having sex (The Detroit News, Jan. 12, 
2003). 

4CIU Says Anti-Porn law Blocks legitimate Internet 
Sites 

$PHILADELPHIA - American Civil Liberties 
Union of Pennsylvania, asking a judge to throw out a 
state law aimed at fighting Internet child pornogra
phy, argued it also blocked access to thousands of le
gitimate Web sites. 

The group, along with the Washington-based 
Center for Democracy & Technology, filed a federal 
lawsuit in September, and the case went to trial this 
week. 

In his opening statement Tuesday, John B. Morris 
Jr., a lawyer for the groups, told U.S. District Judge 
Jan E. DuBois that the law was "well-intentioned but 
technologically misguided." 

Pennsylvania officials have forced Internet pro
viders to block access to more than 800,000 legal 
Web sites, Morris said. 

"This case is not about supporting anyone's abil
ity to access child pornography," he said. "Our focus 
... is access to [constitutionally] protected material." 

But John Shellenberger, a senior deputy attorney 
general, said in his opening statement that the 2002 
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law did not infringe on First Amendment rights. 
"We believe ISPs [Internet service providers] 

have reasonably effective methods that do not sig
nificantly disable access to sites that do not show 
child pornography," he told the court. DuBois is 
hearing the case without a jury. 

Laura Blain testified Tuesday that a Web site she 
put up as director of her township recreation depart
ment could not be viewed by several people in June 
and July. 

"To me, this is more about free speech than it is 
about child pornography," she said (AP Jan. 7, 2004). 

Heavenly Service 
OHELSINKI (Reuters) -A service promising to 

answer people's prayers with a text message appar
ently sent by Jesus has been shut down after com
plaints by Finland's mobile services watchdog. The 
heavenly service offered answers from Jesus in re
sponse to a text message prayer at the cost of a hefty 
1.20 euros ($1.52) per message, but lasted less than a 
month. 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restoration Plea in an under
standable way - to define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. BKKU04, 91 pgs., pb 
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Situation fthits 
OCARACAS, Venezuela (Reuters) -Thou shalt 

not steal, say the Ten Commandments, but it might 
eventually no longer apply if you are starving in Ven
ezuela. 

The poor, oil-rich nation is considering decrimi
nalizing the theft of food and medicine in cases 
where a thief is motivated by extreme hunger or 
need. 

Supreme Court Judge Alejandro Angulo 
Fontiveros told Reuters on Wednesday that the so
called "famine theft" clause should be part of a broad 
penal code reform measure for humanitarian reasons. 

"This is a guide for judges to avoid injustice," 
said Fontiveros, who is in charge of drafting the re
forms. "They lock up for years a poor person who 
lives in atrocious misery and what they need is medi
cine." 

Under Fontiveros' proposal to the Supreme 
Court, those who take food, medicine or inexpensive 
goods without using violence to ease hunger caused 
by prolonged, extreme poverty would not be pun
ished. 

To eventually become law, the proposal must 
pass through the Supreme Court and be approved by 
a two-thirds majority in the National Assembly. 

Critics say the initiative will fuel crime in a coun
try mired in a recession and where police last year 
reported an average of 25 murders a day and thou
sands of robberies a month. 

Supporters dismiss fears it will become a license 
to rob, saying the proposed law would apply only to 
nonviolent crimes. 

Two thirds of Venezuela's 25 million people are 
poor and a third of those cannot afford their basic 
food needs despite the nation's huge oil wealth, ac
cording to government figures. 

Private analysts dismiss state figures as too con
servative. 

The penal reform effort has sparked more con
troversy by also including possible decriminalization 
of abortion and allowing voluntary euthanasia for 
the terminally ill. 

Islam law 

0 ISLAMABAD (Reuters) - A 24-year-old Paki
stani woman threatened with death after marrying 
without her family's permission got special protec
tion on Thursday on the orders of President Pervez 
Musharraf. 

Shaista Almani eloped with Balakh Sher Mahar 



in August in defiance of tribal customs in which mar
riages are arranged by the partners' families. 

Local media said the couple were forced to flee 
after returning as man and wife to the ir home town 
of Pannu Aqil in the southern province of Sindh 
when Almani received death threats. 

Some news reports said Mahar had divorced 
Almani under pressure from his fam ily but her li fe 
was still in danger. 

The official APP news agency said M usharraf 
had ordered Sindh authorities to take all possible 
measures to ensure her safety. 

"The President also directed the provincial gov
ernment to take action against those who are harass
ing Ms. Almani," it said. 

Every year, hundreds of women are kill ed in feu
dal ru ral Pakistan for offences deemed to have of
fended fami ly honor or Islam, including adultery, 
marrying without the consent of their families and 
failing to bring an adequate dowry. 

It was the second intervention by Musharraf in 
less than two months in cases relati ng to women. 

In November, he ordered a probe into whether a 
23-year-old woman was the victim of a so-called 
"honor killing" in central Pakistan after examination 
of her body showed signs of torture. 

Her father later admitted to police that he 
strangled her after she eloped with her lover. 

Thought Police 
CilColin Rose, who had 2 1 years experience 

within the prison service, was fired after being re
ported making an "insensitive" comment two 
months after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on Washing
ton and New York blamed on bin Laden's al Qaeda 
group. 

When a colleague had asked him why he had 
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used so much fo rce to throw some keys down a 
metal chute at the jail in Lowestoft, eastern England, 
Rose had quipped: "There's a photo of Osama bin 
Laden there." 

He said the remark was "barrack-room humor" 
but his superiors said a group of Asians visiting the 
jail might have been offended, newspapers reported. 

More Islam Law 
{i>MADRID (Reuters) - A Spanish court sen

tenced an imam to 15 months in prison Wednesday 
for writing a book instructing husbands how to beat 
their wives without leaving bruises. 

A lawyer for the Egyptian-born imam, Mohamed 
Kamal Mustafa, 44, vowed to appeal, telling state ra
dio the ruling was unjust. 
The Barcelona court found Mustafa guilty of 

provoking violence on the basis of gender in his 
book Women in Islam, published in 2000. 

The book recommends that in the case of a "re
bellious woman" a husband should attempt "serene 
dialogue" and if that fa ils, refuse to sleep in the same 
bed. 

If rebellion persists, the woman should be struck 
in a "symbolic" way and "without excesses," the 
court order cited the book as saying. 
"If one needs to use blows, they should be 
administered to specific parts of the body like the 
feet and hands, using a light and thin stick so it will 
not leave scars or bruising on the body," read an ex
cerpt from the book quoted in the ruling. 

In the trial Mustafa argued that much of his ad
vice was based on the Koran, the Muslim holy book. 

' ' . 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: What is "effeminate" (1 Cor. 6:9)? Is a 
woman effeminate? Is it unfit for a man to have 

femmine characteristics? 

Answer: Paul used the word malakoi. The King 
James and American Standard versions translate 

it "effeminate," the New King James and brother 
Hugo McCord's translations use "homosexuals," the 
RSV has "sexual perverts," the NIV "male prosti
tutes." 

Two related words occur in this passage: malakoi 
and arsenokoitai. Both mean homosexuals. Malakoi 
refers to those who take the female role ("catamites"); 
arsenokoitai to those who take the male role 
("sodomites"). 

So 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 names homosexuals as 
among the categories of sinners who "will not inherit 
the kingdom of God." It is one of several passages in 
the New Testament that clearly condemn homo
sexual conduct as sin. 

"The Homosexual Agenda" 
Homosexuals and their supporters are working ag
gressively to achieve societal and governmental ap
proval of homosexual conduct. 

Anyone who publicly calls homosexual conduct 
sin is viciously demonized. This has happened to 
singer Anita Bryant, football player Reggie White, U. 
S. Senator Trent Lott and many others. 

The strong lobbying efforts to legalize homo
sexual "marriages" and to secure "marital rights" for 
homosexual partners in inheritance and medical in
surance are designed to lend respectability to homo
sexual conduct. 

There is an especially vigorous push to make it il
legal to discriminate on the basis of sexual orienta
tion. 

If the militant homosexuals succeed in this 
agenda, Christians operating businesses and schools 
will be forbidden to fire, or even to decline to hire, 
practicing homosexuals. Christian schools, and even 
churches, may lose tax-exempt status if they preach 
against homosexual conduct or work to keep such 
conduct from receiving governmental approval. 

3 6 February 2004 
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"Such Were" 
Following the condemnation of homosexual conduct 
in 1 Corinthians 6 :9-10, the next verse says, "Such 
were some of you, but you were washed, but you 
were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our Lord." 

People involved in all kinds of sin, including ho
mosexuality, can be brought to faith and repentance 
by the power of gospel. They can be redeemed. 

As we think of homosexuality we need to be espe
cially diligent in our efforts to "hate the sin but love 
the sinner." God does not condemn people because 
their sexual temptations are toward those of the same 
sex, any more than he condemns heterosexuals for 
having temptations toward those of the opposite sex. 
His condemnation only awaits those who yield to 
temptation, and therefore sin. 

Some homosexuals "glory in their shame" (Phil. 
3: 19), flaunting their perverted life-style. Some, how
ever, fee l a deep sense of sin and unhappiness and look 
for a way out. Let us always be ready to preach the 
gospel of the love of God to all men, for God "is not 
willing that any should perish but that all should come 
to repentance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). 

EHeminate Women? Gentle Men? 
God made mankind in his image, male and female 
(Gen. 1:27). Women are effeminate by definition. 
They are supposed to be. 

Characteristics like kindness, compassion, and 
sensitivity are typically called "feminine characteris
tics" in the psychobabble one hears so much today, 
but this is a misnomer. 

Christian men and women both ought to have 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Militant 
feminists may call these feminine characteristics. The 
Bible calls them the "fruit of the Spirit" (Gal. 5:22-
23). 
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-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Uvingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
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3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 243 7007 @ · Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
- • sacoc gct .• n.e.t.. 9 10 6 w d 7 , a.m., p.m., e . p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
99701. (907) 456-4921. H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

• • • • • 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation 
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-· Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-

8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1h mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

- Washington -Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
Larry Thomas, preacher. mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. - South Carolina -
Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. -Colorado-

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 -Tennessee-
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344• Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
4050 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

-florida_ 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38S06. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
320-9780 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
Me\bourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 minister. 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. r----------------. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. hHp://www.blble·lnfonet.org/ 

Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://www.bible-lnfonet.org/ 

Caring & Sliaring 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denlon 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... sKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classi c, pocket-s ized book 
(31f.!"x5v..") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separalely, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse·by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback .......................... .. $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Uurlon CoiTmun 

Each chapter deals with o ne of the 
commandments in the Decalogue. Each 
commandment is discussed in light of the 
time in which it was given and its application 
to us today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A ser ies of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. A I so 
discussed are the extremes of the " liberal" 
and "an ti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

SS.OO plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 7 5% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise In the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a full 

page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 inches. 
This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like to have 
it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply with our 

choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall appearance of 
the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for approval. 
Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book- $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include r~sum~, audio/video 

Preacher needed: The Woodbridge church of Christ of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
in Woodbridge, Va. is seeking a full-rime minister. family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
The congregation of 65175 is Scripturally sound Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
and conservative. The Bible is our only guide. Salary 
plus a 5-bedroom house will be provided. Sta. 2' Houma, LA 70360. 
Woodbridge is located just south of our nations Seeking experienced, full-rime, doctrinally sound, 
capitol and serves as a bedroom community for mature, pulpit preacher who, together with wife, 
that city. The congregation has Elders and Deacons. can work under elder's direction and guidance. 
This position in available immediately. Duties Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
include the complete range of the usual activities secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritual and 
of a sound preacher of the Gospel. If interested, physical unlimited. Must be mission minded and 
please send a r~sum~, a tape of a recent sermon, a active in soul winning and leadership skills. 3-
family picture and references to Dale E. Kowa, bdrm, 2-bath home w/formalliving room and den 
12197 Seaford Ct., Lake Ridge, Va. 22192. (703) provided. Salary negotiable. References, video/ 
491-1012. audio tape of recent sermons, photo, email address 
----------------- desired. Send r~sum~ to: Church of Christ, 2223 

Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for w. Morton St., Denison, TX 75020 Attn: Elders 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically Associate minister needed for the lOth & Rockford 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching congregation of 250 + members under the 
the lost. We are a 50/50 black/white congregation oversight of 4 elders. Desire a faithful young 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail married man with a committed wife to work closely 

American Standard Version 
1901 
The Old and New Testments 

• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
New Testament 

• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43f••x7~·x3Ja• 

1-56794-939-0 .•......•.. $24.95 
~e"ff • Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 
Large Print New Testament 

• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• Size s• X 9• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
.. No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

with the elders in his assigned duties. Must be 
committed to and capable of teaching and 
preaching the truth. Duties are to include, but not 
limited to, working with the youth in spiritual 
development, local evangelism and able to work 
with and assist the pulpit minister. Please send 
r~sum~ with references to the Elders, 10 & 
Rockford Church of Christ, 829 S. Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120. 

Established congregation numbering 100 + in 
Cordell, OK is needing an experienced preacher. 
We prefer age 30-50. We need a mixer who is 
good with all ages. MUST BE EVANGELISTIC!! 
Send r~sum~ to Church of Christ 501 N. College 
Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

Preachers Available 
Looking for a church that wants an "Old Paths" 
preacher. Need suppliment to Social Security and 
housing. (936) 347-2668; email wilspegl@aol.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Gift Bibles for Graduating Seniors 

Call Firm Foundation 

1888) 367·6216 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your dqree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call t-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158·134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(Includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158·134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158·134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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~ound Doctrine 
by C. R. Nichol and R. L. Whiteside 

Volume 1, 773 pgs., paperback 
The Bible; Creation; Adam and Eve; The Flood; Abraham; The 
Covenants; The Apostles; The Great Commission; The First 
Sermon; Obedience; Disobedience; Grace; The lord's Supper. 

Volume 2, 767 pgs., paperback 
Isaac, Jacob, Esau; Joseph; Deliverance of Israel from Bondage; 
Deliverance from Sin; The Ten Commandments; Prayer; The 
First Chapter of Acts; The Jerusalem Church; Conversion of the 
Samaritans; Faith; Justification by Faith; Repentance; Partakers 
of the Divine Nature. 

Volume 3, 7 58 pgs., paperback 
What Is the Church?; Establishment of the Church; How to Be
come a Member of the Church; Mission of the Church; Unity; 
The lord's Day Meeting; Elders; Discipline; The Sabbath; Sab
bath or lord's Day, Which?; Church Finances; Instrumental 
Music. 

Volume 4, 776 pgs., paperback 
The Divine Origin 9f Christianity; Nature of Man; Events of 
Sinai; The Tabernacle; John the Baptist; Miraculous Mani
festation of the Spirit; The Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Conversion; The Heart; Conversion of the Eunuch; Action of 
Baptism; letter to the Church at Ephesus. 

Volume 5, 767 pgs., paperback 
The Wilderness Journey; Names and Titles of Christ; The Great 
Salvation; What Must I Do to Be Saved?; Infant Baptism; The 
Church at Corinth; Conversion of Saul of Tarsus; Conversion of 
Cornelius; Soldiers of Christ; The Second Coming of Christ; 
Eternal life. 

$10.99 ea • s&h $3.50/one vol., 
$.75/ea. additional vol. • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367·6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he Is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun 
to perform. The book Is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0·8010·3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

$9.99 $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Eating Meat 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

W e like to preach and to hear lessons on 
grace, faith, baptism, the Spirit, and 
other topics. There are many things to 

say about these topics that are edifying and that we 
need to heed. There are, however, other topics in 
other passages that we do not say much about. Such 
a topic is encountered both in Paul's letter to the 
Romans and in his first letter to the Corinthians. 

Judaism, out of which Paul was converted, had 
rigid laws about the kinds of meat a person could 
eat. There were the clean quadrupeds, birds, fish, 
and insects; and there-were the unclean ones. When 
Peter at Joppa saw the vision of the vessel from 
heaven with all sorts of animals in it and heard the 
voice of the Lord commanding him to kill and eat, 
his objection was, "No such thing has ever entered 
my mouth." 

Paul writes to the Romans that nothing edible is 
unclean within itself. Those food laws of the Law of 
Moses were no longer binding, and certainly not 
binding on Gentiles. The Apostolic Letter of Acts 15 
says nothing about Gentiles needing to observe food 
laws. A sign of apostasy in 1 Tim. 4:3 is "command
ing to abstain from foods. But Paul also says, "If your 
brother is injured by what you eat, you are no longer 
walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the 
ruin of one for whom Christ died" (Rom. 14:15-16). 
"For the kingdom of God does not mean food and 
drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the 

Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14: 17). "Everything is indeed 
clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make others fall 
by what he eats" (Rom. 14:20). 

In the Corinthian letter, this question is con
nected with the problem of eating food that had pre
viously been sacrificed to an idol. It is not a question 
there of Jewish food laws. Paul states what is obvi
ous- - that all people do not have the same knowl
edge. That still would be true. But he also says, 
"Food will not commend us to God. We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we 
do" (1 Cor. 8:"8). The act of eating or refraining from 
eating is entirely a human option. 

Paul is not discussing duties God placed on 
people. He would not see such duties as optional. He 
admonishes, "Only take care lest this liberty of yours 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak" 
(1 Cor. 8:9). ''And so by your knowledge this weak 
man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 
Thus sinning against your brethren and wounding 
their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ" (1 Cor. 8: 11). Paul then concludes his own 
decision. "Therefore if food is a cause of my 
brother's falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause 
my brother to fall" (1 Cor. 8:13). 

We can easily pass over these chapters by saying, 
"We do not have any problem of eating meat." No
body in our congregation is eating meat previously 
offered to idols. Nobody is bothered about keeping 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

lchabod 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Hophni and Phinehas are dead, and the 
ark of God is taken." This tragic news 
caused the death of the prophet Sam

uel, and threw his daughter-in-law, the wife of 
Phinehas, into labor and delivery. Her female 
attendants tried to comfort her by saying, "Fear 
not; for thou hast brought forth a son." Her an
swer was to name the child Ichabod (inglorious) 
because, she sa id, "The glory has departed from 
Israel." 

Samuel's daughter-in-law referenced the loss of the Ark of the 
Covenant, which symbolized the presence of Jehovah. The ark 
was gone, and with it Israel's glory ... that is, Israel's God. 

It is hard for us to realize that God may withdraw from his 
own people .. . if his own people withdraw from him. 

Ezekiel rebuked rebell ious Israel, saying, Your father was an 
Amorite and your mother was Hittite (Ezek. 16:3}. The people 
may have thought that Abraham was their father, but this mighty 
prophet of the captivity said, in effect, not so ... your father and 
mother were pagan idolaters, and God has withdrawn himself 
from you. You are lchabod - that is, your glory has departed. 

Ezekiel says that God found Israel to be like an abandoned 
newborn - an infant in a Dempsey Dumpster -weltering in its 
blood. Under the leadership of David, Jehovah made Israel power
ful and wealthy. Israel however preferred the company of Baal and 
the sensual thrill of the abominations of heathenism. The result 
was that Israel became Ichabod. 

Fast forward to the time of Jesus . .. a new glory had appeared. 
Astounding teach ing- "never a man so spake." His incomparable 
words proved his teaching was not his, but the words of the one 
who sent him Uohn 14:24). H is credentials were his words and his 
works. 

Popular opinion turned against him - shades of Israel - and 
there was another Ichabod .. . departed glory. 

He arose a victor from the dark domain of physical death. He 
ascended to receive a kingdom that can never be destroyed (Dan. 
7:14). T he church, which is his body, captured the hearts of 
people all over the world. A newborn weltering in its blood rising 
to greatness ... redeemed from the trash-heap. 

T he sinful world rejoiced in a new-found binding to J ehovah. 
The church was like a woman arrayed in the sun and wearing a 
crown of stars blazing in brightness (Rev. 12:1-2). 



The great red dragon with seven heads and seven diadems 
chased the glorious woman and her child into the wilderness. The 
glory departed. Ichabod! 

Mter many years of wilderness wandering there was a mighty 
move to restore the church. Society was corrupt and men were 
hopeless. A new day dawned. The call was clear. Let us go back to 
the Bible and follow it in detail. The glorious church can be re
stored to a sinful world. 

Multiplied thousands responded to this magnetic plea. Let us 
return to Jerusalem ... to the Bible. Let us speak where the Bible 
speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. 

That makes sense. 
Multitudes responded and the army of the Lord, under a 

blood-stained banner, marched on, shouting, "For Christ count ev
erything but loss." 

Alas, history repeated itself. The restored church fell on hard 
times and the majority succumbed to the ancient serpent - the 
great red dragon - and abandoned the field to the enemy. 

Stout-hearted disciples arose to once again lead the church out 
of the wilderness and into a promised land. The battle cry was, 
"The Bible and the Bible only." Away with catechisms and human 
creeds ... let us get back to the safe ground of God-breathed (in
spired) scripture. 

The Bible only makes Christians only ... and the only Chris
tians. It cannot be otherwise. Truth is one. Let us cast "down imagi
nations, and every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge 
of God, and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ; and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, when 
your obedience shall be made full" (2 Cor. 10:5-6). 

The thrill of this renewed pledge of allegiance to the cross and 
to revelation rallied right-thinking people and brought another re
vival, which is now under a renewed threat. 

The glory of the church resides in a solitary proposition, which 
is simply this: God is merciful to iniquities and remembers sins no 
more (Heb. 8:12). Jesus died to present the church unto himself a 
glorious church, "not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5 :27). 

The condition of forgiveness is obedience. Jesus is the author 
of eternal salvation to all ~'that obey him" (Heb. 5 :9). If he is the 
author (source) of eternal salvation to the obedient, then he is not 
the savior of the disobedient. "Things that are equal to the same 
thing are equal to each other." 

The key is obedience, which requires profound respect for the 
revealed word. The importance of the word of God is enforced 1 

by the fact that it is the name of Jesus (Rev. 19:13). 
When the Jews claimed Abraham as their father, Jesus 

• Enforce: 1. make people obey something: to compel obedience to a law, regulation, or 
command; 2. impose: to impose something by force; 3. Strengthen: to give strength or 
emphasis to something ••. enforce an argument. [lJ'h century. Via French enforcer from, 
ultimately, Latin fortis (strong) source of English FORT and FORTIFY] Encarta Reference 
Library 2003. 
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answered, "If ye were Abraham's children, ye would 
do the works of Abraham" Oohn 8:39). Yes and 
Amen ... it follows that those who are God's chil
dren will do the works of God. Jesus said, "This is 
the work of God that you believe on him whom he 
hath sent" Oohn 6:29). To believe on Jesus is to obey 
Jesus ... to keep his word in detail. 

The glory is with the obedient ... all others are 
lchabod. 

The Old Testament makes it clear that "to obey is 
better than to sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of 
rams" (1 Sam. 15 :22). Jehovah said to Abraham, "And 
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
Because thou hast obeyed my voice" (Gen. 22:18). "If 
ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land" (lsa. 1:19). The constant call is to "obey the 
voice of Jehova~ your God" (Zech. 6:15). 

The New Testament continues to emphasize this 
important principle. Jesus, we are told, "humbled 
himself becoming qbedient even unto death" (Phil. 
2:8). Paul spoke of the ."obedience of faith" (Rom. 
1 :5). Peter identifies believers in Christ as "children 
of obedience" (1 Pet. 1:14). 

In every age the test of fellowship with God is 
obedience. 

It is alarming that the new explanation of spiritu
ality is the liberalism of discounting absolute inspira-
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tion - inerrancy - in favor of a human origin some 
of the divine text and consequently a license to dis
obey. 

The theory that Paul and Peter were inspired 
only to the extent of their research is to reduce scrip
ture to the level of Alice in Wonderland. 

If Bible writers did not speak "as the Spirit gave 
them utterance" then they wrote according to their 
own light, and what they recorded is not more valu
able than the writings of .Shakespeare, Churchill, or 
Edgar Allen Poe. 

The Bible is either the word of God or it is not 
the word of God. If the former, we must obey it to 
the letter; if the later, then the Jesus Seminar is right 
and only a fraction of the Bible is binding . . . and 
what is and what is not the word of God is in the eye 
of the beholder. If the Bible is not the literal word of 
God, then we may pick and choose among its words 
as it pleases us, which is equivalent to having no in
spired revelation at all. If God hides his words 
among many uninspired words in the Bible, then we 
can never know for sure which is which. 

If we kick the scripture out and make obedience 
optional, then salvation is lost, grace is frustrated, 
and the church is Ichabod. 

The alternative is to be Jedidiah. When Nathan 
came to bless the baby that was the future ruler of Is
rael, he called Solomon "Jedidiah," which means 
'!beloved of the Lord" (2 Sam. 12:25). We are either 
Ichabod or J edidiah . . . the choice is ours. 
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Eating Meat 
(continued from page 1) 

Jewish food laws. But in thinking that way we have 
missed the point. The topic is, how much am I going 
to modify or limit my behavior because of the feel
ings of other people? Am I going to limit my free
dom because of someone else's convictions? 

I hope we can start thinking about these two pas
sages by some elimination. Paul is dealing with op
tional activity, not with commands and prohibitions 
that God has given. There is no command of God in 
the matter considered, but one person thinks one
way, and another person thinks differently. Paul 
never at any time hinted that if he believed in God 
and another person found belief in God offensive he 
would give up his faith to avoid giving offense. He 
never approved adultery because condemning adul
tery would offend some people. He never at any 
time hinted that if the duties the Lord commanded 
him were offensive he would compromise those 
commands. Paul did not belong to the generation 
that thought that having any absolutes was being in
tolerant. He would have agreed with Jesus that a per
son must be born anew. Paul used the word must 
fairly often. A duty that is stated as a "must" and is 
not optional. 

These passages from Romans and Corinthians to 
which we have alluded are relevant to us. They 
should make us ask, to what extent am I obligated to 
restrict my freedoms in Christ because those free
doms are offensive to others? Shall I adopt the atti
tude, "No poorly informed person is going to tell me 
what I can and cannot do?" I heard a person in one 
of our corridors tell a teacher who was admonishing 
him about his behavior, "I am within my Christian 
freedom, and you cannot stop me." 

I grew up in a family of five children. We had to 
learn to give and take. No one got everything he 
wanted when he wanted it. He had to consider the 
needs, the wishes, and desires of others. I will con
fess that time has to some extent effaced the memory 
of conflicts, some of which no doubt took place. I do 
understand that the problems of a family of five are 
different from those of a family of two or of a family 
of one. Not only is that true, but the problems of 
families of one, two, or five are quite different from 
those of a family of twelve. 

In the same way, in the Lord's family, a group of 

ten or twelve has different situations from groups of 
fifty, a hundred, two hundred, or more. Some of us 
in the older group came from rural or small town 
congregations where there were fewer people whose 
opinions and feelings had to be considered. Big con
gregations have big opportunities and also big rela
tionship problems. What we saw working in smaller 
congregations does not always work in large groups 
where there are more people to be considered. 

Mr. Abraham -Waldauet, a now deceased Jewish 
lawyer, once jokingly told me that the only thing he 
had found that two Jews in Memphis could agree on 
was what a third Jew should give to the United Jewish 
Appeal. I reacted, "I can to some degree identify with 
that! I know something of differences of opinion!" 

I was born into a world quite different from the 
world of today. There have been a lot of changes. Bill 
Flatt teases me by saying that I have been against ev
ery one of them. Back then, the common drinking 
cup was almost everywhere. In my home, we had a 
cup at the faucet, and everyone drank out of it. In 
the field we had one water jug and every worker put 
it to his mouth when thirsty. 

At our congregation just before my day, there 
was one cup for communion. But things were chang
ing. Many people, beginning to be concerned about 
germs, wanted individual cups at the Lord's Table. 
Other people were quite convinced that the one cup 
Jesus passed to his disciples formed a binding pattern 
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for the church for all time. Congregations split over 
this question. Fellowship lines were drawn. There 
are areas where you can still find use of one common 
cup. At that time churches that had a center aisle 
might have two cups, one for each side of the audito
rium; but the cup went from mouth to mouth. 

It seems that all the people in my home congre
gation except one family wanted or were satisfied 
with multiple cups. I was not old enough to remem
ber the controversy; but I do. remember the family 
that came from their farm in their wagon and tied 
their team to the fence back of the building. Cars 
were becoming popular, and most of the people 
came in cars or walked. The economic or social 
status of this family is not a part of my story. 

What did these people in that congregation do? 
As seen by this one family, it was~ conscience ques
tion they differed over. Religious questions always 
get tied up with someone's interpretation of scrip
ture, and thereby with their conscience. These 
people did not split. They put a common cup in the 
center of the communion tray for those who thought 
that was right, and they had individual cups around 
it for those who preferred that. They worshiped the 
Lord together. 

Most of a generation went by. My now deceased 
brother was holding a gospel meeting in the Village 
congregation in Oklahoma City. A woman, obviously 
very active in the congregation, came up to him and 
said, "You don't remember me. I was the little girl 
with the long brown curls who came to church in the 
wagon in Midlothian." On hearing the end of this 
story, I reacted, That majority could have driven that 
minority out of the congregation if they had chosen 
rigidity. That minority could have refused to have 
considered a compromise. 

I am not at all sure that those who came after in 
that congregation had the same wisdom, as did those 
people of so long ago. I was invited last January to 
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speak at the 1 QQth year of the congregation; and the 
people now, as then, were honoring the Lord to
gether. Cups were no longer a disputed question. 

As a college student, I went to the Ohio Valley to 
work in the summer. There I saw something I have 
never encountered any place else in the world. I have 
been around the world and on every continent ex
cept Antarctica. The congregations around Ports
mouth, Ohio, were wrestling at that time with the 
problem of individual cups on the Lord's Table. 
Their compromise was that the cups were acceptable 
if the prayer was said over the fruit of the vine before 
the cups were filled. They had a pitcher of grape 
juice on the table. The prayer was said. A device un
der which a tray of cups was placed was filled from 
the pitcher, and it could then fill half a tray of cups. 
They turned the tray and repeated the process to fill 
the other half. They kept on until all the needed trays 
were filled. All of this took place as the ushers stood 
at the table and the people in the pews looked on 
and waited. 

You may say to me, "That seems silly!" Well, it 
seemed so to me; but that is not the point. The point 
is that people who loved each other and who wanted 
to please the Lord had learned to live and worship 
together in peace. I am not trying to claim that I have 
always been able to follow their steps when in con
troversies, or that I will be in the able to do so in the 
future. But I think they had taken Paul's letters to the 
Romans and to the Corinthians seriously. 

I preached, when young, for two or three years 
for a congregation that obviously had difference of 
opinion over what orphanages to support. As far as I 
could detect, they were not arguing over whether to 
support orphanages at all. That quarrel belongs to a 
later period of history. They had worked out that 
one orphanage got a monthly sum out of the church 
treasury. Another got the contribution on the fifth 
Sunday of the month when there was a fifth Sunday. 
They then also had a contribution box at the en
trance door for a third home. Those who preferred 
that work could put their money there. In the years I 
was with this congregation, I never detected any ten
sion or hard feelings over the arrangement. Do I 
mean to say that I think the practice was a good ar
rangement? Do I mean to say that I think it would fit 
the best theories about church growth or of conflict 
management? Not at all! It seemed a bit childish to 
me! I would have favored having the treasurer send a 
check of an agreed sum to each of the orphanages. 
But the merits of the case are that they were consid-



erate of the feelings of each other, and they had ar
rived at what was for them a peaceful solution to 
their problem. 

As far as I know, there was only one family in 
that congregation who thought Sunday morning 
Bible classes were wrong. People of that view argued 
that we were dividing the church when we split up 
into classes. They were sure that one should not di
vide the church. There are still congregations of that 
view. We had classes; the people concerned never 
came. They had children, but those children were 
not in the classes. The order of procedure at that 
time was Bible classes first, and preaching and com
munion second. They always came after the classes 
were over. I lived in an apartment over their garage. 
They were not creating tension; and as far as I know, 
others were not disturbing them. When I went out to 
rural communities to conduct gospel meetings, this 
brother often went along to support the meeting. 
Years later his daughter became a Bible class teacher. 
Children do not always see questions through the 
eyes of their parents. 

My next example is from hearsay, not from per
sonal knowledge. I have been told that Brother G.C. 
Brewer felt that the Lord's Day ended at sunset as 
ancient Jewish days did. He therefore did not think 
it right to have the Lord's Supper on Sunday 
evening. Not everyone in the Union Avenue congre
gation would have agreed with that. I have been told 
that out of regard for Bro. Brewer's feelings while he 
preached at Union Avenue that congregation did not 
have the Lord's Supper on Sunday evening. 

Christianity is a submitting religion, not a demo
cratic one. Our culture puts us in a clash with the 
submission ideal. The majority rule principle is 
ground into our bones from childhood. The minority 
is supposed to submit to the wishes of the majority. 
The Bible does not teach majority rule, nor does it 
teach minority rule. It teaches consideration for the 
well being of others. 

I learned in marriage long ago that peace and 
happiness do not come by insisting on having one's 
way. Happiness in marriage comes out of concern for 
the well being of one's marriage partner. The simple 
words, "What would you like?" are the key to it all. 
Now I am not trying to fool you, or myself, by claim
ing that I have always acted that way. But when I did 
not, the outcome was unhappiness for one or both. 

Many years ago we had a slight tension situation 
in our congregation. Someone did something that 
others objected to. Elders' problems always come up 

after the fact. They have to deal with what has al
ready been done. The person whose action created 
the problem wrote a letter claiming a history of al
ways having to give in to others. The letter ended by 
asking, "When is my turn coming?" That is, "When 
can I do what I want to do?" The song, once popular, 
said, "I did it my way." Now I am not at all sure the 
Lord has promised me a turn in that sense. We need 
to be asking, not of "my way" or of "your way," but 
of the Lord's way. I have yet to find the passage in 
scripture that grants me the privilege of expecting 
the congregation to yield to my likes and dislikes. A 
congregation of 600 cannot yield to the likes of ev
ery person. The ancient people had a saying that 
tastes are not a matter of dispute. 

Our problem arises from our inability to distin
guish between what we like and what scripture 
teaches. Someone said of a very well-known brother 
(who has now gone to his reward), "Bro. X cannot 
distinguish between what he likes and what the Bible 
teaches." Maybe several of us have some of that 
problem. Paul's teaching about concern for the 
weaker brother should not be prostituted into a duty 
to yielding to everyone's tastes. 
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Rather, it is my duty to bring my likes into har
mony with what the Lord likes. The goal is to bring 
every thought into subjection to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). 
Jesus said of the Father, "I do always the things 
pleasing to him." Now, I do not know any way to 
know what is pleasing to the Father apart from what 
he has revealed in his word. Paul is quite explicit that 
his goal is not a goal of pleasing people. Neither was 
it a goal of alienating people. But he was not asking, 
"What do I want?" He was asking, "What does God 
want?" I cannot assume that if I want a thing that 
God also wants it. 

But there is another side to this human relations 
problem. We were in a congregation singing songs 
that most of us would consider entirely a matter of 
taste and judgment. Most would probably not find 
the songs objectionable at all. But a family moved in 
who found those songs objectionable. They asked to 
discuss the problem with the leaders. Having heard 
their case, I said, "This is not something we have to 
do! It is not one of the things the Lord commanded 
us to do." But someone else answered, "It is some
thing we have to do!" That is, as I understood it, 
"We can't let a few objectors infringe on the free
doms we exercise." The outcome was predictable. 
The congregation involved does not have those 
people any more. 

Most relationship obligations in the New Testa
ment are two-way streets. Children are to obey their 
parents, but parents are not to provoke their chil
dren. Wives are to submit to their husbands, but hus
bands are to love their wives as they love their own 
bodies. So in consideration of each other we have a 
two-way street. Paul asks, "Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is before his 
own master that he stands and falls" (Rom. 14:4). 
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"Why do you pass judgment on your brother?" 
{Rom. 14:10). "So each of us will give account of 
himself to God" (Rom. 14:12). I cannot expect other 
people to conform to my conscience. 

I am not at all sure that in this time of change 
that we have remembered that these passages of Ro
mans and Corinthians are in the Bible. Someone 
says, "If we ·listened to objectors, we could never do 
anything." We all are "now" people. What we want 
has to be "now." Patrick Henry's "Give me liberty or 
give me death" is ground into our bones. Democracy 
has convinced us that the majority rules. But a major
ity was not right when it came to the report of the 
ten spies against Joshua and Caleb. Neither were the 
400 prophets right when opposed to Micaiah ben 
Imlah (1 Kings 22). Martin Luther was opposed by 
most of the world when he began the Reformation. 

Paul correctly says that all people do not have the 
same knowledge. People come up with the most 
twisted scriptures to support their preferences. A 
family (on conscience grounds) refused to allow their 
children to be inoculated. They were adamant on the 
matter. Finally one person volunteered to get them 
to agree, and he succeeded where all others had 
failed. When asked his secret, he replied that he had 
just quoted them scripture from the Lord at Saul's 
conversion, "It is hard for you to kick against the 
pricks" (KJV; Acts 26:14). That brought them 
around. Paul said, "Not all people have the same 
knowledge." I would not use the Bible that way. 

Someone, arguing against having multiple ser
vices, cited from Corinthians, "when you come to
gether in one place" (1 Cor. 11 :20; KJV) - they un
derstood it to be a command for all to be in one wor
ship service. The proof passage is from the King 
James Version. The RSV and NIV only have "When 
you meet together." In Greek, there is no "one 
place" in this passage. It just describes an assembly 
and Paul then tells them what to do in it when ob
serving the Lord's Supper. I do not suppose that any
one seriously thinks that the 5,000 men (Acts 4:4) 
plus the women met in Jerusalem in one assembly. 
But Paul said that all do not have the same knowl
edge. 

When I started preaching, my sermon on Lot and 
Sodom expounded that the filthy talk of the 
Sodomites really bothered Lot. I do not know how 
many years it took me to learn that "conversation" in 
the King James Bible means "manner of behavior," 
not "talk." The word has changed its meaning in 400 
years. All do not have the same knowledge! 



I claim no expertise in conflict management. I 
have never studied the subject in a class setting. I will 
admit freely that I can be more enthusiastic about 
how the weaker brother ought to be treated when it 
is my toe the shoe is pinching. I can wonder how 
people can be so rigid and narrow when the other 
person's toe is pinched. But like Hillary said about 
Mount Everest, he climbed the mountain because the 
mountain is there. The passages in Romans and 1 
Corinthians are there to accuse me. They are there to 
accuse you. 

"If food is a cause of my brother's falling, I will 
never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to fall" 
(1 Cor. 8:13). 

"But if you bite and devour one another, take 
heed that you be not consumed one of another" 
(Gal. 5:15). 

I would like you to take home for thought a: few 
specific things: · 

1. Let us dedicate ourselves anew to learning the 
Bible so that we can distinguish between what it 
teaches and what it does not teach. 

2. Let us try to distinguish between what the 
Bible does teach and the deductions we make from 
its words. A person cannot expect other people to be 
bound by his deductions. There is one Bible, but 
there are dozens, if not thousands, of deductions. 

3. Let us strive to the utmost to bring our likes 
and dislikes into harmony with what the Bible 
teaches when it is legitimately interpreted. 

4. Let us be steadfast in order to avoid being 
swept this way and that by every wind that blows 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:5 8). 

5. Let us seek the welfare of our brother for 
whom Christ died rather than seeking our own wel
fare. "Let no one seek his own good, but the good of 
his neighbor" (1 Cor. 10:14). 

"May the God of steadfastness and encourage
ment grant you to live in such hartnony with one an
other in accord with 1 esus Christ, that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God .and Father of 
our Lord 1 esus Christ" (Rom. 15:5 -6). 

100 Cherry Rd. 
Memphis, 'IN 3 8117 

Fp 

It Is All About Authority 
By Jack Finley Jr. 

R cent trends are disturbing. It is a matter of 
concern to learn, according to The Christian 
Chronicle (October 2003) that five large 

churches either have or are considering instrumental 
music in worship. This is not surprising given the 
current climate of progressive changes toward uni
fied fellowship with sectarian groups. 

There are several indicators of apostasy thriving 
in this determination to change, but all of them stem 
from a basic fault among the proponents of what 
must surely be recognized as an apostate movement 
within the church: respect for the authority of scrip
ture. 

One of our California congregations had a hoe
down last summer to raise money for a vacation 
Bible school. Entertainment has been passed off as 
genuine worship in a growing number of congrega
tions. Praise teams are now popular, even if they are 
simply a method to allow women positions of leader-

ship. The Lord's Supper is observed at weddings and 
special days in some congregations. These are all 
signs of disrespect for the authority of scripture. 

The advocates of these and similar marks of 
apostasy hide behind: "The Bible doesn't say it's 
wrong." By this they mean they must have a verse, 
which actually condemns their practice or desired 
practice. According to them, we should all be smart 
enough to know scripture does not forbid, prohibit, 
or condemn many things; therefore, they reason they 
are right to include them. 

Not long ago an elder in a large congregation 
taught a class about the silence of scripture. He 
wrote, "Silence equals exclusion (assumption)." This 
is a popular idea among the progressive/digressive 
bunch. They laugh at us for saying, "We speak when 
the Bible speaks, and are silent when the Bible is si
lent." We are now being told this is just our "assump
tion." They think they are better equipped than are 
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we to preach and teach the truth. They think they 
have proven our "assumption" to be false. For some 
reason they expect us to believe their allegations, 
even though they have yet to actually produce the 
evidence they claim to have. It is like the "new 
hermeneutic"; a fictitious notion they wish actually 
existed. 

This fraudulent and apostate form of teaching 
does not sway lovers of truth. We stand on the un
shakable word of God. We still demand book, chap
ter, and verse in context before we will accept the 
words of men because we think it necessary to speak 
as the Oracles of God (1 Pet. 5: 11). We expect our 
preachers and teachers to be true to the written 
word. Our desire is still to do all in the name of the 
Lord (Col. 3:16-17). We recognize the authority of 
the Lord (Matt. 28: 18). Jesus often said, "It is writ
ten." The apostles followed his example. This ex
tends to scriptures they produced, for they are his 
authoritative word Uohn 16:13). We are not to go 
beyond what is written (1 Cor. 4:6); we recognize 
the existence of a perverted gospel, which is not the 
same as that delivered by the apostles (Gal. 1 :6-9). 
We do know what will happen to all not obeying the 
gospel (1 Pet. 4: 17). This is why we still recognize 
the direct commands, examples, and necessary infer
ences found in scripture as binding and authoritative. 
It is our common belief that we should obey the pat
tern of doctrine from the heart (Rom. 6:17). The 
apostates do not and have never accorded these their 
rightful place. How can they? They have no respect 
for the written word, fidelity, and truth. It is impor-
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tant we identify this as being the reason for digres
sion and apostasy. 

In an article presented online by The Federalist 
(Oct. 10, 2003), under the title: Homosexual Advo
cacy in the Church Perspective from a Fifth-Genera
tion Episcopalian, the author, Mark Alexander, 
writes: 

At its triennial convention in August of 2003, 
the Episcopal House of Bishops voted, by a two
thirds majority, to confirm an unrepentant ho
mosexual as Bishop of an American Diocese, the 
first such confirmation in the history of the An
glican Church. 

His recognition of the underlying problem be
hind this is worth consideration in the context of 
some of our own members refusing to accept this au
thority of scriptures and leading many of our num
ber into digression and apostasy. With the permission 
he has given, quotes are given and comments made 
after each. The results should be enough to make us 
more determined to oppose digression/apostasy. 

This conflict, at its core, is not about church 
unity or traditions or politics, nor is it about the 
appointment of a homosexual bishop in the 
Episcopal church or homosexuality, per se. It is 
about Scriptural authority - the relevance of 
God's word as received through Holy Scripture, 
the historic foundation of our church. However, 
homosexual advocacy in the church is the cata
lyst that has raised the issue of Scriptural rel
evance. 

Scriptural authority is never a serious consider
ation for progressives or digressives. They are more 
interested in "relevance" to modern man than to 
what is written. They seem to think modernism has 
outgrown the timeless relevance of God's word. 
Their concern is to please men, not God. They claim 
to be the slaves of the Lord, but are menpleasers, not 
"the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart" (Eph. 6:6). The gospel, the whole counsel 
of God, the faith once for all times delivered to the 
saints will never be outdated or outmoded; it is and 
shall always be relevant. Alexander is right. Digres
sion and apostasy is about scriptural authority and 
scriptural relevance. 

Homosexual advocacy groups often rebut dis
senters by claiming they are pharisaical, intoler
ant, and judgmental - accusations which serve 
only to preclude discussing this issue consequen
tially. Those who apply such labels do so only as 
a means of arresting discourse. Disagreement 
with homosexual advocates' social agendas has 
no direct correlation with one's capacity to love 



or have compassion for others. Nor is such dis
sent necessarily related to judgment, w hich is 
God 's alone. Rather, it is about discerning be
tween right and wrong a nd obedience to objec
tive truth, rather than conforming to a code of 
subjective relativism popularly justified under 
the contemporary aegis of 'tolerance,' 'diversity' 
and 'inclusion.' 

The progressive among us are adept at this sa
tanic tactic. They want to do thei r reprehensible 
teaching unopposed. We are branded by them as 
pharisaical, intolerant, and judgmental in an effort to 
keep their foll owers from listening to us. Well , we 
are from their point of view, just as they should be 
marked by us as false teachers, who are willing to 
tolerate sin and lies, and judgmental of all not willing 
to agree with their popular relativism. They do jus
tify themselves under the contemporary aegis of "tol
erance," "diversity," and " inclusion." They do not 
want to obey objective truth. They do not want dis
course with us. They want domination without refer
ence to truth and authority. 

If Scripture is not accepted for what it is - the 
authoritative Word of God - then the founda
tion for fai th in the Triune God collapses. Oppo
nents of Biblical authority within the Episcopal 
Church (and o ther mainline denominations) 
must address themselves to a n essential ques
tion: If scripture is not the received Word of 
God, what then is our source o f knowledge, of 
truth, in the Church ? Epistemological certainty 
must begin and end with a reference point, an 
objective source, outside of the subjective self. If 
this presupposition regarding the na ture of 
Scripture and the God of scripture is denied, no 
common Christian foundation for truth o r 
knowledge remains. 

Change agents do not believe we must begin and 
end with a common reference point, and objective 
source, outside o f the subjective se lf. These agents 
would make good Gnostics. They believe they alone 
know how to make the gospel relevant. They be lieve 
they alone know the secret behind growth, even if 
their method is denominational to the core, and will
ingly adjust what they believe to conform to this 
model. If a person is admitted into their inclusive fe l
lowship, he or she must subscribe to the new "core 
values," as Max Lucado maintains they do whil e 
touting their determination to add the other kind of 
music, instrumental, to Ephesians 5 :19, and the idea 
that "Salvation doesn't come through baptism, but 
that baptism is the initial step of obedience after sal
vation" (San Antonio Express N ews, Sat., Sept. 6, 
2003). 

This is unashamed rejection of core values. It is 
an obvious rejection of the authority of scripture. It 
is not a movement concerned with " it is written," 
but what they think is right and relevan t. No com
mon Christian foundation for truth or knowledge re
mains between this group of apostates and us. If they 
are right, denominationalism is also right. And even 
though they denounce denominations, they now ex
change pulpits with them, endorse fa lse teaching, 
and fellowship erro r. This is done under the pretext 
o f making the church relevant. When did the church 
become irrelevant? When d id the truth become irrel
evant? When did following Christ Jesus become ir
relevant? 

Jesus said, "He that is not with me is against me, 
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth" (Matt. 
12:30). These men and women who are determined 
to make the church and gospel relevant are not with 
what Jesus taught. They are not with us. They are of 
the world. They are not gathering with us; therefore, 
they are scatteri ng. How many congr-egations have 
they divided ? How many souls have they led from 
the faith ? How long wi ll we continue to call them 

Excellent study for young people. 

Where Is 
Your Focus? 
by James W. Farris 

This book is brother Farris' outpouring of concern for 
adherence to the love of God and of his Word in the lives of 
Christians. The lessons were originally prepared for teen 
classes dealing w ith atti tude and moral issues. Teachers who 
arc looking for sound material will appreciate his thought
provoking book. 

There arc 13 chapters dealing with the fo llowing topics: Who 
or What is Your God; Introduction and Application of Christian 
Ethics; Biblical Principles in Decision Making; Insu fficient 
Standards Arc Not Sufficient; How You Dress Reflects Who 
You Arc!; The Christian and the Dance; The S in of Premarital 
Sexual Activity; Pornography vs. God's Plan for You; Do You 
Suffer from Tobaccoitis?; To Booze or Not to Booze?; 
Abortion: Ki lling Babies Man's Way; Euthanasia nnd the Bible; 
Being a Christian A ll the Way to the Finish Line. KWFOI 
230 pages • Paperback 

$9.95 
$3.25 s&h for one book • add .50 s&h fo r each additional book 
Texas residents add 6.75% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

March 2004 
Firm Foundation 11 



our .brethren? They left the faith. They made them
selves relevant to the world in an apostate sense. 
They preach doctrines we abhor. They remain leaven 
willing to leaven the whole church if we allow them. 

If the word of God is subordinate to "situational 
ethics" and "cultural relativity," if one is content to 
"interpret" scripture such that it comports with a 
post-modern social agenda rather than receive God's 
word as objective truth, then there is no further com
mon ground for discussion of homosexuality (or any 
other issue) in the context of the Christian Church. 
Such subordination leads to a denial of objective 
truth and, consequently, the advancement of subjec
tivist doctrines. 

If we are to remain faithful, we abide by scrip
ture and uphold its revealed transcendent Truth. 
But, if Episcopal Church leaders can't discern 
transcendent truth in Christ's words, what are 
the implications for the Church? In John 8, 
Jesus speaks to us about transcendent truth: 'If 
you hold to my teaching, you are really my dis
ciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.' 

The change agents have interpreted scripture to 
make it agree with a post-modern social agenda 
rather than receive God's word as objective truth. 
They want something different. They want to be in
cluded in the popular religious environment of these 
times. In the process of their headlong pursuit of ac
ceptability by the religious world, they have taken a 
position where there is no further common ground 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

•Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

•Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

•Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord - Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:3 2-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

•Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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for discussion of the issues and doctrines· that divide 
us. The situation or culture does not dictate rel
evance or application of the word. They are advanc
ing subjective doctrines. This we deplore. 

In an updated version of the original article being 
quoted, Alexander is disturbed by the treatment of 
both the constitution of the United States and the 
Bible by Presiding Bishop Griswold's and others in 
his church: 

Despite ECUSA Presiding Bishop Griswold's as
sertions to the contrary, in every authentic trans
lation of the Aramaic, Hebrew and Greek Old 
and New Testament scriptures, homosexual acts 
are, indeed, explicitly condemned. But 
Griswold, et al., like contemporary liberals who 
justify all manner of historic revision by insisting 
our U.S. Constitution is an "elastic, living docu
ment," are subjecting scripture to the same revi
sionist interpretation. Rev. Martyn Minns, who 
opposed the homosexual agenda at the ECUSA 
convention, says of such revisionist justification, 
'When the plain teaching of the Bible was refer
enced, eyes rolled, and with expressions of po
lite exasperation we were told that it was time to 
move on. The Bible simply hadn't kept up.' 

Leaders in the Episcopalian Church USA, treat
ing scripture as if it too is an "elastic, living docu
ment," disturb Alexander. Notice how he accuses 
them of "subjecting scripture to the same revisionist 
interpretation." He is right and should recognize the 
history of his church is filled with this revisionist in
terpretation. But for us, we surely realize how some 
of our preachers and elders are doing the same thing 
by shaping the truth to suit themselves. Too many 
identifying themselves with our fellowship do not 
want to hear what is actually said in scripture. What 
Minns said applies to them: "When the plain teach
ing of the Bible was referenced, eyes rolled, and with 
expressions of polite exasperation we were told that 
it was time to move on. The Bible simply hadn't kept 
up." That we have the same happening to us is cause 
for weeping, concern, anger, and action. 

Alexander also writes other things that should be 
sobering to all of us: 

Reason and tradition rest on the foundation of 
scripture, and are not to be equated with God's 
Word. Thus, if we are to be faithful, we turn to 
scripture for Divine guidance in the Christian 
Church. . .. Of Church leaders and elders, Paul 
writes in Titus 1:7-9: "Since an overseer is en
trusted with God's work, ... he must hold firmly 
to the trustworthy Message as it has been taught, 
so that he can encourage others by sound doc
trine and refute those who oppose it." Hold-



ing firmly to the Message has always required 
much faith and courage .... Some laity wonder, 
'How do sheep find their way when the shep
herd is lost? ' My reply, 'Who is your shepherd?' 
Jesus is not lost. But there is great peril in putting 
faith in men. In Matthew ?,Jesus warned: 'Watch 
out for false prophets. They come to you in 
sheep's clo thing, but inwardly they are ferocious 
wolves.' Again J esus warns in Matthew 24: 
'Watch out that no one deceives you.' 

We must maintain our determination to abide by 
scripture and uphold its revealed transcendent truth. 
This alone sets us free. Reason and tradition must 
rest on the foundation of scripture. The apostates 
make fun of our reasoning and traditions. Tradition 
has become a key wo~d in their efforts to change 
what is believed and lead othefs from the faith once 
for all times delivered to the sa ints. Acappella singing 
is not a tradition to be compared with having a pot
luck every month. Our problem, when we consider 
how to deal with these apostates who have gone out 
from us, is not a matter of doctrine or relevance; it is 
a matter of once again standing for the truth and de
manding we hear only the truth. If this had been 
done by the leade rs of the now apostate Oak Hi ll 
were Lucado preaches, they would still be in our fel
lowship. Lucado would have been forced to either 

All New 2004 VBS Series 
From Lambert 

VBS Kits contain samples 
of student workbooks, 
teacher manuals and 

DUC()IJ'e¥'~ Bibfe.. TreMurM 
Lesson I -Treasure Of The Precious Book Divine 
Lesson 2- Treasure Of A Golden Deed 
Lesson 3-Treasure Of A Loving Father 
Lesson 4- Treasure Of A Faithful Servant 
Lesson 5- Treasure Of The Gospel 

Use Lambert In 2004! 

T-Shirts 
Avai~Llble 

change or leave. This is what Jesus expects us to do 
(Rom. 16:17). These change agents are wearied by 
the sum of God's truth. They are not our brethren. 
They have bought into the transcendentalism of Kant 
and Bultmann, and view truth as elastic and situ
ational. Those congregations that have or are follow
ing them do not represent the Lord's body. Our love 
for the Lord and scriptures is shown by our fideli ty 
to both. We should love the Lord Jesus and his word 
enough to refuse fellowship with these apostate 
groups and their leaders (2 John 9-11 ). 

Alexander's conclusion is timely: 

It can be difficult to stand in defense of God's 
Word and plan for His people against such odds. 
But stand firm brothers and sisters in defiance of 
errant teaching, and know that you have been 
called to do so in His riame. 'Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 
or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of 
mockers' (Ps. 1: 1). 

Remain vigilant and know that your call ing to 

defend objective truth will bring upon you much 
ridicule. In the words of our Savior in Matthew 
5: 'Blessed are you when people insult you, per
secute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 
you because of me.' 

Brethren, it is a sad day when a denominational 
preacher understands that the current problems fac
ing Episcopalians is a matter of scriptural authority 
whi le, in these troublesome times, many of our own 
members blindly heed the apostates among us with
out even considering scriptural authority. This is the 
problem that lies between us and these digressive 
preachers and teachers. They do not have to have a 
thus saith the Lord, we do. They do not respect the 
authority of scriptures. It is all about authority. Are 
we going to let them continue making shipwreck the 
faith of many? We need to challenge these at every 
opportunity. This is our responsibility. We must pray 
for them to have a change of heart. We must work to 
get them back into the fold . We must not pray for 
their success in their current effort. Our support is to 
be given only to those men proven to be sound and 
trustworthy. History has show how easy it is for 
people to fall away and form religious groups com
peting for the souls of the saved. We must identify 
the wolves, the false teachers, and do all within our 
power to prevent their continued success in changing 
the system of faith that has served the faithful for 
two thousand years. 
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Three Kinds of Disciples 
With an Unpleasant Future 

By A B. Gregoreo 

Careful students of the New Testament will see 
that there are three kinds of discip les with 
whom God is not pleased. 

Those preachers and teachers who seek to under
mine and change the biblical fa ith, worship, and 
practice of God's people stand condemned by his 
word . "Beware of false prophets who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inward ly are ravening wolves. 
By their fruits ye shall know them" (Matt. 7:15-16). 
Those who trouble God's people "are enemies of the 
cross of Christ: whose end is perdition" (Phil. 3 :18-
19). Those who preach a gospel different from that 
of the apostles of Christ are anathema to God (Gal. 
1 :8-9). Those whose goal is to have preeminence 
among their brethren are not of God (3 John 9-11). 
Such are the agents of the program of change! 

Those elders who stand by in silence or flee in 

Studies on Baptism 

Baptism - A Biblical Study 
by Jack Cottrell 
Cottrell in thirteen chapters discusses the twelve 
major texts of the New Testament and does so by 
examine the meaning of the original words, the 
historical background and the comparative 

ti5f-m[LL references. BKKR02 Paperback, 170 pgs . 
................................... .............................. $10.99 

OWEN 
OlBRICHl 

_Jill · - · --·-- -

Baptism New Birth or Empty Ritual 
by Owen Olbrich! 
A basic study of the purposes of baptism and 
affirms its motivation and action must be 
scriptural. BKOL01, paperback .................... $8.00 

Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
by Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. BKBH02 
paperback, 91 pgs ...................................... $6.95 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

14 March 2004 
Firm Foundation 

the face of such enemies of Christ's church, the Lord 
describes as hirelings or unfaithful shepherds (fohn 
10:12-13). They have failed to meet their responsi
bility and duty. Such elders will giv-e account unto 
God for the spiritual welfare of their flock (Heb. 
13 : 17). Too often we hear of elders who have 
yielded to the pressure of a demanding preacher or a 
noisy crowd of worldly members who want change 
even if it means abandonment of Christ's ordained 
ways. Can such men expect his blessing? 

Those preachers who fail to speak a word of 
warning to their congregations are unfaithful ser
vants of Christ. God said to Ezekiel, "Son of man I 
have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; 
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
warning from me. When ... thou dost not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way; that wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thy 
hand" (Ezek. 33:7-8). Preaching is more than a nice 
way to make a living. It demands responsibility, cour
age, and conviction. It means speaking God's truth 
even if the hearers do not care to be told (2 Tim. 
4 :2). Reproving and rebuking are part of the 
preacher's task. Some preachers never preach a word 
of error, but by their neglect, the weeds of change 
are allowed to take root in the churches they serve. 
When trouble erupts, the preacher moves on to an
other church, but the congregation he leaves is 
caught in the toils of confusion. Such a man has not 
been a faithful servant of the Master. 

Mark it well, a congregation that embraces the 
package promoted by the agents of change will even
tually cease to be a church of Christ. It may continue 
to exist, but the metamorphosis will turn it into a de
nominational body unacceptable to the founder, 
head, and savior of the church. To please the Master, 
a congregation and every disciple must "Hold the 
pattern of sound words which" the apostles passed 
on to us (2 Tim. 1: 13) · 10630 West Fox(ire 
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Miscarriages 
Misunderstood and Misrepresented 

By Brad Harrub1 Ph .D. 

I was on my way out the door of our office to visit 
a coworker and his wife who were at the hos
pital delivering their second child when the 

call came. Hearing the voice of a dear friend on the 
other end of the line, I settled down into one of our 
secretary's chairs near the front door. In less than 
three minutes he turned my world upside down, 
forcing me on a long, hard, emotional roller coaster 
ride. He started out by telling me he had some good 
and bad news. The good news was that he and his 
dear wife had learned they were pregnant a couple of 
months ago. As I began to congratulate and tease 
him on what would be his third child, he quickly in
terrupted me and dropped the bombshell - his wife 
had just experienced a miscarriage. 

As I sat there in free fall, I groped for the right 
things to say. There I was about to rejoice with a co
worker who was having a baby in the hospital, and 
yet at the same rime my best friend just revealed that 
he and his wife had lost one. As I inquired as to how 
he and his wife were doing, my friend went on with 
some of the details of the pregnancy. If this had oc
curred a couple of years earlier, my wife and I would 
have been on their doorsteps within minutes (liter
ally)- even if all we did was sit in the floor and wipe 
away tears. A year earlier my wife and I had moved to 
Montgomery to join the work at Apologetics Press 
and,.as such, our visits were now limited. During my 
tenure at the hospital, I watched many couples leave 
arm-in-arm, with tears blinding their path, as they 
made their way to the parking lot after realizing a 
pregnancy had been cut short. But this was the first 
time it hit so close to home. 

A disturbing double standard 
Within the medical community a miscarriage is 
known as a spontaneous abortion. While no one 
knows the exact statistics (especially considering 
many occur before a woman realizes she is pregnant), 
many suggest that one out of every two or three preg
nancies end in miscarriage. Being the father of two 
young boys, I know firsthand the anxiety parents feel 

as they sit in a doctor 's office, as the technician tries 
to locate a hea rtbeat. Those seconds drag by like 
hours until that fami liar rapid whooshing sound is fi
nally detected. For those who have experienced a 
miscarriage, the silence can be deafening as father and 
mother strain to detect a heartbeat. Consider those 
who have struggled for years to have children. They 
hear the thrilling news that they are pregnant. But 
before the paint dries on the nursery walls, their 
dreams are silenced. 

Sadly, it occurs to me that we have a double stan
dard of life that is encased within the womb. We dote 
on expectant mothers, showering them with compli
ments, praise, and attention. We talk openly about 
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the life they are carrying, and ask if names have been 
picked out. But the second that life is cut short, ev
erything changes. The "standard operating proce
dure" in dealing with those who have experienced a 
miscarriage is often to leave them alone and give 
them lots of time and space to heal. The notion being 
that maybe if we don't make a "big deal" out of it, it 
will help in the healing process. But friends, it is a big 
deal! If we are going to argue (rightly) that life begins 
at conception, then we should not just whitewash in
dividuals that experience this horrendous loss - this 
loss of a life. When James observed that "the body 
apart from the spirit is dead" Uames 2:26), the cor
ollary must also be true in that if the body is living, 
then the spirit must be present. Since at each stage of 
its development the zygote/embryo/fetus is living, it 
must have had a souVspirit instilled at conception. 
No other view is in accord with both the biblical and 
scientific evidence. 

Consider what emphasis the Bible places on that 
unborn child. Job, who was undergoing a terrible life 
crisis, cursed the day he was born when he said: 
"Why did I not die from the womb? Why did I not 
give up the ghost when my mother bore me?" (3:11). 
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First, how can something die if it is not alive in the 
first place? Following that, we observe in Job 3:13-
16, where the patriarch listed several formerly-liv
ing-but-now-dead people with whom he would have 
had something in common if he had died in utero. 
Included in the list- along with kings and princes 
- was the child who experienced a "hidden un
timely birth" (i.e., a miscarriage). Job considered the 
miscarried child to be in the same category as others 
who once lived but had died. Obviously, the Holy 
Spirit (who gave guidance to the author of the book 
of Job) considered an unborn fetus as much a human 
being as a king, a prince, or a stillborn infant. 

In the Old Testament, even the accidental termi
nation of a pregnancy was a punishable crime. Con
sider Exodus 21 :22 - "If men strive together, and 
hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart, 
and yet no harm follows; he shall be surely fined, ac
cording as the woman's husband shall lay upon him 
... but if any harm follows, then thou shalt give life 
for life." The meaning of the passage is this: If the 
child were born prematurely as the result of this acci
dent, but "no harm follows" (i.e., the child survived), 
then a fine was to be exacted; however, if "harm fol
lows" (i.e., either mother or child died), then the 
guilty party was to be put to death. Look at it this 
way. Why would God exact such a severe punish
ment for the accidental death of an unborn child -
if that child were not living? 

The death that didn't occur 
Sadly, I think in the rush to try and "do the right 
thing," Christians often wind up doing nothing. We 
reassure ourselves that since (in many cases) the baby 
was not held or named then maybe it is not as "real," 
thus it could not hurt as much. We contend that 
given time, the memory of this "accident" will go 
away. And so, week after week, Christian couples 
find themselves alone as they cope with enormous 
amounts of grief. Friends, while there may not be an 
elaborate funeral, no hearse, no flowers, there is still 
a death in the family. How many countless Christian 
woman have gone to sleep feeling the joy and pride 
of a swelling belly, only to have those feelings ripped 
out the following day for no apparent reason? While 
other mothers are pasting up handprints and colored 
hearts on Mother's Day, many Christian women are 
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just trying to make it through the day without break
ing down. 

Consider just how traumatic it is to go from hav
ing eve ryone rejoicing with you about your preg
nancy to suddenly having no one speak to you. As 
faithful Christians we need to realize the irony of 
fighting for unborn li fe in the case of abortion, but 
then remain ing sil ent in the cases of miscarriage. Of
ten, instead of getting sympathy and support, those 
experiencing miscarriages come away fee ling that it 
is somehow their fault - when, in fac t, it is not! 
Why not send them flowers, o r a note on M other 's 
Day, just to let them know that you are thinking of 
them and praying diligently for them? Paul, in writ
ing to the chu rch in Thessalonica, admonished: 
"Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edi fy 
one another, even as also ye do" (1 Thess. 5 : 11). By 
giving a shoulder to cry on, we help our brothers and 
sisters know that we share in their pain and loss. 
Jesus stated : "Blessed are they that mourn: for they 
shall be comforted" (Matt. 5:4 ). 

In almost eve ry auditorium of the Lord's church 

there are families that have been touched by miscar
riages. Oftentimes these individuals remain silent, 
questioning their own actions or inactions. As Chris
tians we need to work harder a t consoling and com
forting our fellow brothers and sisters who experi
ence the unexpected loss of a child. There are no 
magic words that wi ll make the situation better. But 
as Christians, we need to understand that this was a 
life in wh ich God instilled a soul - and thus our 
comments and consolation should reflect that fact. 
Let us remind them that one day that individual will 
be in heaven happily awa it ing the arrival of his or 
her fa ithful parents - " I shall go to him" David 
stated at the death of his child (c.f. 2 Sam. 12:23). 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord 
jesus Christ, the F<)ther of mercies, and the God 
of all com fort ; Who comforte th us in all tribu la
t ion, that we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God (2 Cor. 1 :3-4). 
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Is There Life Before Death? 
By Raymond Elliott 

Several years ago, while viewing the "Today 
Show" on television, I became very interested 
in an interview that the host was having with a 

noted author who had written a book about the civil 
strife in Northern Ireland. The author's wife, a pro
fessional photographer, had taken pictures in the city 
of Belfast and the surrounding areas that depicted 
the physical destruction caused by the bombings. 
One scene was of a building that had only one wall 
standing. I could not help but be overwhelmed with 
a message painted on the wall. The letters were very 
large and the question was very plain to see: "Is 
There Life Before Death?" Such a question reflected 
the extreme dismay of a person's heavy heart and of 
a dismal existence. It is difficult to imagine circum
stances being so deplorable that one could not enjoy 
life, at least to some degree. This is so different from 
the usual question asked by the majority of people 
and that is, "Is there life after death?,, This is the all
consuming inquiry of persons seeking hope beyond 
this earthly pilgrimage. But, the question remains, 
~~Is there life before death?,, 

First of all, one must understand that all people 
without Jesus Christ are dead (lost) presently. The 
basic meaning of death is the absence of life. Physi
cally, death occurs when the spirit of man departs 
from his body Uames 2:26). And, in the spiritual 
realm, a person is dead (lost) when he is in the world 
of sin. Life, spiritually speaking, is in Jesus Christ 
Uohn 1:4; 1 John 5:11-12). Therefore, people with
out Christ are dead (separated from God) in their 
sins. Often the statement is made that a sinner is go
ing to be lost eternally unless he obeys the gospel of 
Christ. That is only partially true. The fact of the 
matter is that the disobedient person is lost (dead) 
presently. Please observe the following passage, "And 
you did He make alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins" (Eph. 2: 1,5). The sinner is "dead" outside 
of Christ. Paul declared that a widow "who lives in 
pleasure is dead while she lives" (1 Tim. 5 :6). How 
can a person be dead while living? We must under
stand that Paul was speaking of the spiritual condi
tion of the widow who gave herself over to the lusts 
of the flesh. Please note also the description given by 
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Paul in Ephesians 2:11-12 of the Gentile brethren 
prior to their conversion to Christ: "Therefore re
member that you, once Gentiles in the flesh - who 
are called Uncircumcision by what is called the Cir
cumcision made in the flesh by hands - that at that 
time you were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the cov
enants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world." There is the absence of spiritual life in 
those persons who have never been redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:7). A person can be 
"dead,, while he lives and before he experiences 
physical death. One might appear to be healthy and 
possess all the vital signs but as far as salvation and 
spiritual life is concerned, be dead (lost). 

Secondly, those persons in Christ are really liv
ing, spiritually speaking. Notice again these two pas
sages of scriptures in Ephesians 2:1, 5: "And you did 
He make alive." Paul emphasized this point again 
when he said that God "made us alive together with 
Christ." Those obedient believers who have been 
buried with their Lord in baptism have been raised to 
"walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). Thus being 
"dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord" (Rom. 6:11). In John 10:10, Jesus said 
that he came "that they may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundantly." The apostle Peter re
fers to Christians as being a "holy Priesthood" and a 
"royal priesthood" (1 Pet. 2,5,9). John wrote in Rev
elation 1:6 that Christ "has made us kings and priests 
to His God and Father." All of these expressions de
note the spiritual wealth and position of all the chil
dren of God. This is truly living but not according to 
the world's standard. 
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Thirdly, let us observe the various aspects of this 
rich, abundant life in Christ. All spiritual blessings 
are to be found "in the heavenly places in Christ" 
(Eph. 1 :3 ). This implies that those individuals out
side of the Lord cannot enjoy these blessings. It is 
wonderful to know that our God "is able to do ex
ceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us" (Eph. 
3 :20). We mention now several of those blessings be
stowed upon all believers in Christ. 

1. The forgiveness of our sins through the blood 
of his Son Jesus Christ, "according to the riches of 
His grace" (Eph. 1:7). This fact alone should cause 
us to rejoice greatly as did the nobleman from Ethio
pia and the Philippian jailor and his household (Acts 
8:36-39; 16:34). 

2. It is by faith in Jesus Christ that we have be
come the children of God, having been born of water 
and the Spirit (Gal. 3:26-27; John 3:5). While God is 
the Creator of all mankind, He is the Father of all 
who have committed their lives to him. What a beau
tiful relationship we have with God! 

3. We become members of the great spiritual 
body of Jesus, which is His church, the family of 
God (1 Cor. 12:13,27; Col. 1:18). 

4. We have a clearness of conscience and a peace 
of mind that surpasses all understanding (1 Pet. 
3:21; Phil. 4:7). 

5. God is truly our provider and protector. He 
has promised to be with us always and never to for
sake nor fail us (Matt. 6:33; 28:20; Heb. 13:6). 

6. In Christ, we have the hope of eternal life 
(Rom. 8:24-25; John 3:36; 1 John 5:11-12). 

These are only a few of the rich favors that God 
grants to the believers in his Son. He has given us all 
things to have and enjoy in Christ. How grateful we 
should be because we are so blessed by our heavenly 
Father who loves us. Praise be to his holy name! 

In Matthew 25:31-46, we are given a glimpse of 
the coming judgment. On that day, there will be 
some who will be granted, by God's infinite grace, a 
"deathless life." Jesus has promised, "I am the resur
rection and the life. He who believes in Me, though 
he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and be
lieves in Me shall never die " ijohn 11:25-26). In 
heaven, "there shall be no more death" (Rev. 21:4). 
However, those on the "left hand" shall depart into a 
place of a "lifeless death" where there will be "ever
lasting punishment" (Matt. 25 :46). This will be the 
final "wages of sin" for the disobedient (Rom. 6:23). 
All those who have lived according to the flesh must 

die and experience eternal corruption (Rom. 8:12-
13; Gal. 6:7-8). 

A prominent religious cult predicted years ago 
that Christ was soon returning to the earth on a par
ticular date. A slogan was coined that claimed, "Mil
lions Now Living Shall Never Die." However, Jesus 
Christ did not come as they had predicted. The sad 
fact is millions now dying shall never live - eternally. 

We can now enjoy true living in Christ and in the 
world to come, eternal life. Faith in Christ will mo
tivate a person to repent of sins and submit his will 
to Jesus Christ who said, "He who believes and is 
baptized will be save" (Mark 16:16). The precious 
promise of our Savior as found in 1 Peter 1:3-5 is for 
all the redeemed: 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord jesus 
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy 
has begotten us again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled 
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who are kept by the power of God 
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. 210 Golson Rd. 
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A Balanced Diet 
By Dean Kelly 

Put down that doughnut you're having for break 
fast, and go find you a good complete meal! 
We hear and read a great deal about the need 

to eat a balanced diet. We need to take in food from 
all the major food groups. To leave anything out of 
our diet is to have an unbalanced diet, and it is not 
healthy. 

We also hear a great deal about "balance" in reli
gion. It is a very important concept. To not have a 
balanced spiritual diet is not healthy but is destruc
tive. I believe we can learn some things by a compari
son of the physical and the spiritual. 

A Balanced Diet Means Not Eating 
Too Much of Just One Thing 

To have a balanced 'Ciiet we must partake of the whole 
spectrum of food groups. By the same token, spiritu
ally we need to have a balanced, complete approach 
to the scriptures. Paul told the Ephesian elders, ''And 
how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
you" (Acts 20:20), and again, "For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God." 
To have a spiritually balanced diet we must empha
size, for example, both the "goodness and severity" 
of God. We must emphasize the marvelous grace ex
tended by God and that man cannot be good enough 
to save himself, while at the same time emphasizing 
that God has expectations that we must fulfill in or
der to enjoy the benefits of his saving grace (Titus 
2:11-12). 

A Balanced Diet Is Not an Equal Share 
of Poison and Good Food 

In the physical realm that is very easy to understand. 
Poison kills, no matter how much good food we may 
eat. Some brethren over the years have spoken of 
"balance" and did not mean a balanced diet of bibli-
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cal truth, both "positive" and "negative." They 
meant a balance between false doctrine and truth. 
False doctrine is a deadly poison. Paul states to the 
Galatian churches, "But though we, or an angel 
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed" (Galatians 1 :8). We are not to balance our 
diet between biblical truth and the philosophies and 
doctrines of man that are in conflict with the truth. 
That will kill us spiritually. 

Many Are Sickly Because of a Lack 
of a Balanced Diet 

Just as is true in the physical world, where many are 
unhealthy and dying due to a lack of a balanced diet, 
the same is true spiritually. We must preach on the 
terror of God - it is a biblical concept. However, if 
all that we receive is a steady diet of the terror of 
God, we will not develop properly, and will grow 
weak and die. On the other hand, if one only em
phasizes the love of God, never balancing the sub
ject as God does in his word, then it will also lead to 
weak, sickly, and dying brethren. The same is true of 
any subject. Another example is that we must op
pose error with all of our might. However, if all that 
is done is aimed at opposing error then we leave a 
people unarmed without the strengthening power of 
the whole message of God. However the opposite is 
also true, those who refuse to ever oppose the error 
that runs rampant in our world and even in the 
church, are leaving a people unarmed and under
nourished in their fight against Satan. We must 
maintain a balanced diet. 

I have always loved the American Standard Ver
sion translation of Psalm 119: 160. It says, in part, 
"The sum of thy word is truth." A sum is found 
when we add up all that God has to say on a subject, 
and when we determine to maintain the steady, bal
anced diet of "the whole counsel of God." 

We serve God by filling our souls with a bal
anced diet of his everlasting word. " lk u . . rau ner mvers1ty 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I s the silence of the Bible permissive or prohibi
tive? This crucial question must be prayerfully 
considered and thoughtfully answered. 

Here are the basics that determine when Bible si
lence is binding. 

1. There must be a specific command 
2. The precise command limits to what is specifi

cally commanded and prohibits what is not exactly 
authorized 

3. An explicit command may have within it items 
that are optional 

4. If within a specific command there are op
tional items, those elective matters are permitted, 
providing they do not contravene some other Bible 
teaching 

To understand how these fundamental premises 
are to be applied, let us consider some examples. 

Passover Lamb 
The Passover lamb is a good example from the Old 
Testament. H;ere is the specific command: 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, say
ing, In the tenth day of this month they shall take 
to them every man a lamb, according to their fa
thers' houses, a lamb for a household: and if the 
household be too little for a lamb, then shall he 
and his neighbor next unto his house take one 
according to the number of the souls; according 
to every man's eating ye shall make your count 
for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, 
a male a year old: ye shall take it from the sheep, 
or from the goats (Exod. 12:3-5). 

With reference to the lamb, this is specified (a) 
unblemished, (b) a male, (c) a year old. Because the 
command explicitly commands at least these 3 
things, it is limited to these precise things. 

It had to be a lamb, which is a specific kind of 
animal. If God had said use an animal, then any ani
mal - cow, dog, horse, camel, etc - would have 
been acceptable, but he did not do that ... he made it 

specific as to the kind of animal when he said 
"lamb." He did not say, nor did he need to do so, 
"not a donkey, not a zebra, not a kangaroo." When 
God said lamb, that limited the people to the kind of 
animal specified. 

The lamb had to be unblemished, not having 
mark, stain, imperfection, mar, or scar. Further, to 
choose a blemished animal would be a violation and 
therefore prohibited. 

The lamb could be of the sheep or of the goats, 
but still limited to lamb. A lamb from sheep or goat · 
was a matter of choice ... or an option. 

They were to take the lamb out of the fold on 
the tO•h day of the month and keep it to itself until 
the 14rh day of the month (Exod. 12:3,6). The se
lected lamb was to be kept separate from other 
lambs. The command does not say where and how it 
is to be kept - whether tethered or penned - nor 
how and what it was to be fed. All this was optional. 
Clearly they could not keep the lamb in a way that 
would blemish it, but they had some liberty as to the 
care and keeping of the lamb for the four-day pe
riod. 

This much is certain- when God gives a spe
cific command, obedience is limited to what is speci
fied. On matters not specific, there is a degree of 
permission. 

Water Baptism for Remission of Sins 
Now let's take a New Testament example. The Bible 
commands baptism as a condition of salvation 
(Mark 16:16).1 As we study baptism it becomes 
plain that it is burial in water and a resurrection to a 
new life (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 3:20-21). It is a 
condition of the new birth Uohn 3:5). It is for the 
remission, or washing away, of sins (Acts 2:38; 
22:16). 

These specifics of baptism are binding. Since 

1 The Bible mentions many baptisms ... baptism of john, baptism of the great commission, baptism in fire, baptism in the Holy Spirit. Paul mentions 
"the teaching of baptisms" (Heb 6:2), but also tells us there is one baptism (Eph 4:5). The necessary conclusion is that all but one baptism ceased. 
Peter says that baptism in water continues and that it saves (1 Peter 3:20-21). Consequently, we are discussing the water baptism of 1 Pet 3:21; Mark 
16:16; Acts 22:16; and Matt 28:18-20. 
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baptism involves immersion or submersion it cannot 
be sprinkling. Water is specified. Burial is explicitly 
required, and that prohibits anything that does not 
cause the candidate to be buried in water. 

There are, however, some items of choice. 
Where the person is baptized to be saved is not speci
fied. The penitent believer may be immersed in run
ning or still water. The water may be warmed by arti
ficial means, or it may be cold. The baptism can be in 
a river, pond, tank, or baptistery. These optional 
items do not make void the things specified. The op
tional things are permissive. The specified things, in
cluding but not limited to, burial in water for the re
mission of sins, are not optional, but prohibit any
thing not detailed or specified. 

To repeat, a command may be specific and there
fore prohibitive of anything not specified and at the 
same time contain features that are optional. 

This is sometimes called the law of inclusion and 
exclusion. When a thing is specified, everything not 
specified is excluded and only what is explicitly com
manded is included. 

That the law of inclusion and exclusion is valid is 
obvious. For example, the writer of the book of He
brews says, "For it is evident that our Lord hath 
sprung out of Judah; as to which tribe Moses spake 
nothing concerning priests" (He b. 7:14 ). The point 
is that Jesus could not have been a priest without a 
change in the law (Heb. 7:12). Why? Well, because 
the Law of Moses said nothing about appointing a 
priest out of the tribe of Judah. The silence of the 
Law of Moses on this point was obviously prohibi
tive. It's silence prohibited because it was specific in 
saying that the priest was to be of Levi (Num. 3:6). 
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Music in Worship of God 
The kind of music to be used in worship of God nec
essarily involves a discussion of the silence of 
scripture. 

The New Covenant is specific in telling us to sing 
while making melody in the heart. "Speaking one to 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the 
Lord" (Eph. 5:19). "Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God" 
(Col. 3:16). 

The command is specific. We are to sing while 
plucking the strings of the human heart in making 
music in worshiping God. 

There are two kinds of music - and only two 
kinds. They are: (1) instrumental and (2) vocal. The 
command of the New Testament is explicit in telling 
us to sing as we make melody in the heart. Vocal mu
sic is permitted and mechanical music is prohibited 
by the law of inclusion and exclusion. 

There are some optional matters. The Bible says 
nothing about songbooks, and therefore, they are al
lowed. The Bible says nothing about a tuning fork, 
and therefore, it is permitted. When the Bible is si
lent - entirely silent - its very silence gives license, 
but it must be understood that the silence is limited 
because it cannot allow something that contradicts 
another Bible principle. 

This is not complicated. It is only when people 
begin to slice and dice divine commands that the wa
ter become murky. 

With regard to singing only in worship of God 
and not adding another kind of music (instrumental), 
it was understood by the church in the beginning of 
the gospel that only vocal music was to be used. That 
was the exclusive practice of the church in the first 
century. To this proposition there is not a dissenting 
voice. Mechanical instruments of music even in de
nominational bodies did not become popular until 
the 19'h century. Mechanical music in praise of God 
is a modern innovation and was not a New Testa
ment practice. 

The law of Christ says "sing" and that specific 
kind of music prohibits mechanical music ... just as 
the command for the Jews to use a lamb at Passover 
prohibited any other kind of animal. 
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The Bible 
By Frazier Conley 

"The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him 
on the last day" Uohn 12:48). 

I n the Declaration a11d Address of Thomas Camp
bell, he said "The New Testament is [a] perfect 
constitution for the worship, discipline, and 

government of the New Testament Church ... " (as 
cited in, Historical Documents Advocating Christian 
Union, p. 109 [hereafte r cited as Documents]). 
Again, he said that what "the Divine word expressly 
declares respecting the entire subject of faith and 
duty [is the] expression of our faith and [the] rule of 
our practice" (Documents, p. 170). Isaac Errett 
wrote of "the alone-sufficiency and all-sufficiency of 
the Bible, as a revelation of the divine ... will; and as 
a rule of faith and practice (Documents, p. 290). 
Again, Errett said, "The Bible ... furnishes a perfect 
rule of faith and practice" (Documents, p. 298). C.A. 
Young affirmed that T. Campbell taught: "That the 
New Testament contains a perfect and complete 
model of the Christian institution, as to faith, life, 
worship, ordinances, and government" (Documents, 
p. 62). 

We would suggest that the above view of the na-

Preaching 
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by James Watkins 

Feel the inspiration of obedience from the 
word of God as related by the great orator, 
James Watkins. Take heed from the ex
amples of an honest Gentile, an army cap
tain, a tribe of six hundred thousand, an 
adulterous woman.ls The Way narrow? This 
study is a must for every Bible student. 
0929540298, paperback 

$9.95 
$3.50 s&h ·Texas residents add 6.75% tax 
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ture and role of holy scripture was assumed by, not 
only those listed above, but by virtually all Restora
tion Movement leaders and advocates from the be
ginning down to recent decades. When they rejected 
human creeds, it was only to replace them by the 
New Testament itself as a complete and all-sufficient 
rule of faith and practice. What is assumed by all 
does not call for constant restatement. But today we 
find ourselves in a changed circumstance where the 
above approach to the Bible must be reestablished 
and reiterated. That is where we find ourselves to
day. 

We must reaffirm that when one picks up and 
reads a copy of holy scripture he is reading the divine 
constitution for Christian faith and practice. We 
must restore the view that it is intentionally and di
vinely complete as it stands in its 66 books. We must 
reestablish that the divine intention was for that 
body of documents to exist and to regulate all mat
ters of Christian religious faith . We must defend 
anew that all that is believed about the Christian reli
gion and all that is practiced relative to the Christian 
religion ought to find grounding in the pages of that 
book. This means that religious beliefs and practices 
which cannot be grounded in holy scripture ought 
not to be believed or practiced, but rather excluded. 
It is true that at one time, within the Restoration 
Movement tradition, to establish that a matter of 
faith or religious practice was "unscriptural" was all 
that was sufficient for its rejection. This is no longer 
the case. 

Some will oppose the above-described approach 
to the Bible by saying that a diverse collection of let
ters, gospels, and religious tracts (such as make up 
the documents of the New Testament) hardly ap
pears to be, in form, a "constitution." Nonetheless 
these documents do intentionally teach, enjoin, per
suade, guide, illustrate, and inform. In common with 
virtually all other non-fiction literature, the New 
Testament was not written merely to entertain. 
Therefore, whatever it institutes through its teach
ings, persuasions, lessons, exhortations, rebukes, 
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reproofs, examples, and instructions constitutes the 
Christian faith in its entirety. 

Some will affirm that the 27 documents of the 
New Testament have authority only by virtue of their 
acceptance by human beings several decades or cen
turies later. On the contrary, they have always had 
authority because they have always been apostolic. 
They were accepted as authoritative and canonical 
by the very first Christians who received them, and 
by all faithful Christians thereafter, because they 
were authoritative from the moment of their writing. 
It is unreasonable to believe that any of them were 
spurious, rejected from the beginning, then accepted 
decades or centuries later, only to be rejected again 
today. 

Some will reject the New Testament as canonical 
- as an intended rule of faith and practice 
because they misapply Paul's debates with the Judaiz
ers over the role of the Law of Moses. Anytime they 
see words like "should," "ought," "rule," "command
ment," "obey," "do," "keep," "observe," "norm," 
"standard," etc., or verbs in the imperative mood, they 
immediately conclude that someone is seeking to es
tablish a system of salvation by merit and perfect obe-
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dience such as was typified by the Law of Moses. They 
are unable to distinguish between obedience of faith 
-and love, versus works of human merit. Any regula
tion of their religious faith and practice is considered 
"legalism," except what they arbitrarily impose upon 
themselves and those who associate with them. Be
cause they (mistakenly) take Paul's arguments against 
the Law of Moses and apply them to any and all Chris
tian norms and standards, they necessarily reject the 
New Testament as a "rule" of faith and practice. 

However, we affirm that the only faithful, sound, 
logical, and true approach to the Bible is to continue 
to view it as the Christian's inspired, complete, and 
authoritative rule of faith and practice. Only then 
can one restore New Testament Christianity or even 
aspire to restore it. 

P.O. Box 7 
Whitewright, TX 75491 

fco11ley@cableone.net 

A Cappella Music in the Public 
Worship of the Church 
by Everett Ferguson 

In elaborating the reasons for advocating a cappella music 
in the public worship Ferguson uses a methodology of 3 
steps: 1. an analysis of the New Testament evidence, 2. a 
testing of one's interpretaion of the New Testament by the 
testimony of church history, and 3. a consideration 
whether there are doctrinal or theological reasons which 
explain or give meaning to the biblical and historical 
evidence. 
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The Principle of Obedience 
By Stephen Wiggins 

One basic and fundamental principle of truth 
found throughout the Bible is the "principle 
of obedience." From Genesis to Malachi in 

the Old Testament, and from Matthew to Revelation 
in the New Testament, this principle is emphasized 
time and again. In every dispensation God has always 
revealed his divine will to mankind. And in every dis
pensation man has been obligated to respond to that 
divine will with a loving, faithful, obedient response. 
No one ever appropriated the blessings of salvation by 
faith until that faith expressed itself in some overt act 
of obedience to the divine will. 

Beginning with the time that God placed Adam in 
the garden of Eden and "commanded the man say
ing" (Gen. 2:16) until the very last page of the New 
Testament where the apostle pronounces "Blessed 
are they that do his commandments that they may 
have right to the tree of life" (Rev. 22:14), one thing 
is crystal clear: God expects and demands human be
ings to obey the divine will in order to be saved and 
go to heaven when this earthly existence is over. 

Adam and Eve could have obeyed God and con
tinued to partake of the tree of life. But because of 
their disobedience God expelled them from the gar
den. The tree of life emerges once again on the last 
page of the Bible. Here it is emphasized that obedi
ence to God's commandments is what allows one ac
cess to the tree of life. The salvation of every person 
is conditioned upon one complying with God's word 
in humble obedience. 

One might suppose that something as basic and 
fundamental as this principle of obedience needs no 
elaboration in modern times. But such is far from be
ing true. 

One thing that even many religious people in 
general have seemingly failed to appreciate is the fact 
that only those who are obedient to the divine will 
have the sure promise of heaven. Those of the age of 

responsibility who either fail or refuse to obey God's 
will never become beneficiaries of God's saving 
grace. Jesus makes it plain who is and is not going to 
heaven: "No every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" 
(Matt. 7:21). 

There are three things basic to obedience, any 
one of which omitted, renders invalid the rest. (1) 
One must obey what the Lord said to do; (2) One 
must obey what the Lord said to do in the way the 
Lord said to do it; (3) One must obey what the Lord 
said to do, in the way the Lord said do it, for the rea
son or reasons the Lord said do it . 

One may illustrate the above as follows: (a) were 
the Lord to command us to go south, and we go 
north, we have disobeyed him. This is the case be
cause we simply would have failed to do what the 
Lord instructed us to do; (b) If the Lord commands 
to go south riding on a train and we go south riding 
in an automobile we have disobeyed him. This is the 
case because even though we did what the Lord said 
to do we did not do it in the way he prescribed; (c) 
were the Lord to command us to go south riding on 
a train in order to work in a factory, and we go south 
riding on a train and work in a hotel, we have dis
obeyed him. This is the case because even though we 
obeyed the Lord in the direction traveled, and the 
mode of travel he designated, still we did so for a dif
ferent reason than the Lord specified. Partial obedi
ence to God's commands equals disobedience as far 
as God is concerned. 1 

Consider now a demonstration as to how this 
principle of obedience is violated by sectarians as 
well as liberal minded brethren. Take, for example, 
the fact that God commands individuals to be bap
tized (Acts 10:48). This, of course, is a command to 
be baptized by immersion in water (Acts 8:36-39; 

•For these three basic points relative to obedience I am indebted to brother Guy N. Woods. Brother Woods goes on to say: "We do not serve the cause 
of the Savior, nor do we contribute to the well-being of those in error, by minimizing the importance of a full and faithful response to the Lord's 
commandments" (Questions and Answers. Vol. 2. pp. 26-30). 
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Rom. 6:3-4). The biblical design or purpose attached 
to this commanded act of immersion is "for the re
mission of sins" or in order that one be saved (Acts 
2:38; Mark 16:16). Therefore if one fails or refuses 
to obey the command to be baptized then they have 
disobeyed the divine will. Or, if one is "baptized" by 
sprinkling they have failed to obey the commanded 
act of baptism in the way God said do it, as an im
mersion or burial. Both Catholics and some Protes
tants claim to baptize but they do so by affusion or 
sprinkling, which is unscriptural. Then there is the 
one who is baptized by immersion in water in obedi
ence to the command but attaches some unscriptural 
purpose to the act. This, again, is a failure to obey 
the Lord. 

This latter example is characteristic of the Baptist 
denomination. They baptize. They baptize by immer
sion in water. They even claim to baptize in water as 
obedience to the divine command. But they go awry 
by attaching a different purpose or design to the 
commanded act. Baptists deny that baptism is essen
tial to one's salvation and thus claim one is baptized 
"because" one's sins are already remitted at the point 
of faith alone. Thus, according to Baptist doctrine 
one is saved before and without water baptism. This 
changing of the biblical design of baptism is a denial 
of what the Lord said to do and for the reason he 
said to do it and is thus equated with disobedience. 

One example of radical liberalism within the 
churches of Christ concerning one who has capitu
lated the biblical design of baptism is Abilene Chris
tian University Professor Carroll D. Osburn. This 
wayward brother states that "There should be room 
in the Christian fellowship for those who differ on 
"soteriological matters such as whether baptism is 
'for' or 'because of' the remission of sins."2 His allu
sion here is to Acts 2:38 where the apostle Peter 
commanded his listeners to repent and be baptized 
"for [unto-ASV] the remission" of their sins. 

The point argued by brother Osburn is that it is 
inconsequential as to whether or not one believes 
and teaches the essentiality of baptism in gospel obe
dience. One is at liberty to teach that an individual 
must be baptized in water in order to be saved as 
Jesus and his apostles taught (Mark 16:16; Acts 
2:38). Or one is at liberty to repudiate what both the 

2 The Peaceable Kingdom: Essays Favoring Non-Sectarian Christianity, 
pp. 90-91. 
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Lord and his inspired spokesmen preached and 
rather declare that people may be saved before and 
without water baptism. Brother Osburn supposes 
that it simply does not matter one way or the other. 
Either position may be embraced and fellowshipped 
all in the name of what the professor calls "non-sec
tarian Christianity." 

One may see that brother Osburn's crass mod
ernism strikes at the very heart of the new birth, the 
very process by which an individual becomes a child 
of God. Jesus said one must be "born of water and 
the Spirit" in order to enter the kingdom and be 
saved Uohn 3:3-5; Matt. 19:23-25). Yet, if brother 
Osburn is correct that one may with divine sanction 
teach and practice the Baptist position in regard to 
the design of baptism, then there is no water in the 
new birth . This must follow if the scriptural design 
of baptism may be legitimately viewed as "because 
of" remission of sins. Brother Osburn seems un
aware of the dubious position he has placed our 
Lord. 
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(Following is a document that is well worth the reading. It is making the rounds through the internet and 
deserves wide distribution. The author is not revealed. Read it, please, and ponder its profound message •.. and 
be possessed of an unbending determination that our great nation will continue to be one people under God.) 

Laus Deo 

On an aluminum cap on top of the Washing
ton Monument in Washington, DC, are dis 
played two words: Laus Deo. No one can 

see these words. In fact, most visitors to the monu
ment are totally unaware they are there. 

But these words have been there for many years; 
they are 55 5 feet 5.125 inches above the 
ground, perched atop the monument, facing sky
ward to the Father of our nation, overlooking the 
69 square miles which comprise the District of Co
lumbia, capital of the United States of America. 

Laus Deo - two seemingly insignificant, unno
ticed words. Out of sight but meaningfully placed at 
the highest point over what is the most powerful 
city in the most successful nation in the world. 

What do those two Latin words mean? Very sim
ply, they say, "Praise be to God!" 

Though construction of this giant obelisk began 
in 1848, when James Polk was President of the 
United States, it was not until 18 8 8 that the monu
ment was inaugurated and opened to the public. It 
took twenty five years to finally cap the memorial 
with a tribute to the Father of our nation, "Laus 
Deo ... Praise be to God!" 

Within the monument itself are 898 steps and 
50 landings. As one climbs the steps and pauses at 
the landings the memorial stones share a message. 
On the 12th Landing is a prayer offered by the City 
of Baltimore; on the 20th is a memorial presented 
by some Chinese Christians; on the 24th 
a presentation made by Sunday School children 
from New York and Philadelphia quoting Proverbs 
10:7, Luke 18:16 and Proverbs 22:6. Praise be to 
God! 

When the cornerstone of the Washington Monu
ment was laid on July 4th, 1848, deposited within 
it were many items including the Holy Bible pre
sented by the Bible Society. Praise be to God! Such 
was the discipline, the moral direction, the spiritual 
mood given by the founder and first President 
of our unique democracy ... "One Nation, Under 
God." 

I am awed by Washington's prayer for America 
given at the end of his letter of resignation to the 13 
governors. 

We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt 
keep the United States in Thy 

holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the 
hearts of the citizens to cultivate 

a spirit of subordination and obedience 
to government; and entertain a 

brotherly affection and love for one another 
and for their fellow citizens 

the United states at large. And finally that 
Thou wilt most graciously be 

pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to 
love mercy, and to demean 

ourselves with that charity, humility, and pa
cific temper of mind which 

were the characteristics of the Divine Author 
of our blessed religion, and 

without a humble imitation of whose ex
ample in these things we can never hope 
to be a happy nation. 

"Except Jehovah build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it: except Jehovah keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain" (Ps. 127:1). 
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Potpourri •.. 
This column gives current events that may be 

of interest to those seeking to restore the 
ancient order and encourage the highest 

morals. We need to know about the shenanigans of 
Satan so we will not be "ignorant of his devices." 

tl Earl Davis of Chicago has been faithful to send 
us clippings from the Chicago Tribune from which 
we harvest the following excerpts of interest. Thanks 
Earl. 

Item: In a long article in the Perspective section 
of the Chicago Tribune (Dec. 7, 2003) Elizabeth 
Marquardt claimed that among Evangelical Protes
tant religious bodies 13o/o favor homosexual mar
riage and 80% oppose the practice. She also says that 
among Mainline Protestants 3 7o/o favor queer mar
riages and 54% oppose. Among Catholics, according 
to Marquardt, 35% favor and 55% oppose. 

Item: In a Dec. 8, 2003 editorial the Tribune re
ports, "Video game makers have been busily hawking 
increasingly brutal games for years, and that seems to 
have posed a challenge. Mter games that revel in cop 
killings, mass murder, prostitution, shooting and rape 
-where do you go from there, creatively speaking? 
The folks at Rockstar North have answered the ques
tion. Following up on the company's "Grand Theft 
Auth" game, in which players get ahead by running 
over hookers, the company's new game, "Manhunt," 
lets you kill all those around you to the approving 
comments of a demented movie director. Players are 
scored according to method of killing, with a "hasty" 
kill drawing the fewest points. A "gruesome" kill that 
draws out the process is rewarded with the highest 
score. 

Item: Don Wycliff, the Tribune,s public editor, 
reveals that the Chicago Tribune,s stylebook requires 
that the expression "pro-life" be excluded and the 
expression "anti-abortion" be substituted. Can you 
figure why? 

Item: Tribune News Services (Nov. 4, 2003) re
vealed that "Africa's Anglican leaders expressed fury 
at the consecration of a homosexual bishop in New 
Hampshire, renewing their intention to break from 
the American church ... "The devil has clearly en
tered our church," said Archbishop Benjamin Nzimbi 
of Kenya. 

28 ~~c~ound~~~! 

Item: Carol Kleiman (Nov. 20, 2003) reports 
that some job applicants, when asked how much they 
were paid in their last job, decreased the amount be
cause they feared their past salary would eliminate 
them from consideration. Kleiman raised the ques
tion, "Does that justify lying?" She used a number of 
experts and everyone of them counseled, "Don't 
lie." 

Item: Kathleen Parker (Nov. 11, 2003) says that 
Jessica Lynch is the poster child for why women 
should not be in the military. She wrote, "The femi
nist argument that women can do anything men can 
do is so absurd that it seems unworthy of debate." 
Parker also commented, "That some women are as 
able as some men in some circumstances hardly con-
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stitutes a defense for 'girling' down our military -
and putting men at greater risk- so that the jessica 
Lynches can become kindergarten teachers." 

Item: Charles M. Madigan in an article titled, 
"Great Caesar's Ghost! You Believe That?" (Nov. 16, 
2003) with a bemused sarcasm observed, '~lmost 3 
out of every 4 people believed in the devil." Madigan 
made it plain that when he spoke of the devil he was 
talking about a real being that was bent on betraying 
humans. He also reported, '~lmost 8 in 10 people 
believe there are angels." The piece said that "on the 
biggest question of all, 'Do you believe in God?' a 
full92 percent signed on, with 5 percent saying they 
didn't and 3 percent saying they were not sure." 

Item: An editorial cartoon (Nov. 29, 2003) raised 
the question of whether Michael Jackson "could ac
tually be tried as an adult." 

Item: Cory Franklin in writing on "The Price of 
Fame" (Dec. 3, 2003) says that the name of Gertrude 
Ederle is virtually unknown. In 1926 she became the 
first woman to swim the English Channel. For a brief 
period, she was the most famous woman in America, 
a greater celebrity than any of today's television 
stars. She was feted in New York with a ticker tape 
parade attended by an estimated 2 million people. A 
decade later, she was all but forgotten. She was little 
more than the answer to a trivia question. Gertrude 
Ederle's tale is a cautionary lesson in the transient 
nature of celebrity. 

Item: In a recent book, An Intellectual in Public, 
Alan Wolfe wrote '~erican faith has met American 
culture, and American culture has triumphed." Wolfe 
says that church going people are not as interested in 
fine points of Bible teaching, as in finding a religious 
social club. He points out that salvation is of little in
terest to them, but having some one to pal around 
with is their only aim. (Editor's comment: It is true 
that there is - must be - brotherhood in the great 
family of God, but this must not lead us to discount 
biblical teaching, and, especially, the central purpose 
of the Christian faith, which is salvation from sin. If 
we miss that, we make the cross of Jesus a travesty. It 
is true the Lord ate with his disciples, and it is true 
that disciples enjoy eating together today, but it is 
false to conclude that Jesus died to promote eating to
gether. The Jews often ate together before Jesus was 
born of a woman.) 

Item: SALT LAKE CITY AP- (Jan. 27, 2004) A 
member of Utah's polygamous Kinston clan was sen
tenced Monday to a year behind bars for taking as 
his wife a 15-year-old cousin. 

Item: Jim Abbott, Tribune Newspapers (Jan. 27, 
2004) wrote: In case you don't remember, "Darling 
Nikki" was a song about a sex fiend and the dirty 
things she did in a hotel lobby. It was pretty racy stuff 
in 1984. Two decades later, the new "Nikki" has 
made nary a ripple. Nikki still likes to grind, but it 
doesn't sound that shocking anymore. Pornography 
is a mammoth business. Violence and sex have been 
transformed into critically acclaimed art on HBO's 
"The Sopranos" or low-brow farce on Comedy 
Central's "The Man Show." 

To Earl Davis we extend our hand and thank him 
again for his faithful clipping service. It helps keep us 
abreast of the news of the day. 

Elderly Man Sentenced 
$LUBBOCK, Texas (AP)- A 92-year-old man 

who pleaded guilty to robbing a bank was sentenced 
Friday to 12V2 years in prison. 

J.L. Hunter "Red" Rountree pleaded guilty in 
federal court in October to taking $1,999 from an 
Abilene bank in August, his third such robbery in less 
than five years. He could have received up to 20 
years in prison. 

When the teller asked Rountree if he was kid
ding, Rountree said, "Hurry up or you will get hurt," 
authorities said (AP, Jan. 23, 2004). 
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by the inspired pen of Luke. McGarvey regarded this book as 
his finest and most important work. hard back, 298 pgs. 
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fines for Obscenities 
®WASHINGTON - Federal Communications 

Commission Chairman Michael Powell asked Con
gress Wednesday for a tenfold increase in the amount 
of fines the panel can levy against broadcasters for 
indecent or obscene programming. 

Powell said the current maximum fine of $27,500 
an incident was not enough to persuade broadcasters 
to watch their language. 

"Some of these fines are peanuts," Powell told a 
National Press Club luncheon. "They're just a cost of 
doing business. That has to change." 

The two largest fines were $1.7 million against 
In finity Broadcasting in 1995 to settle several cases 
against Howard Stern, and $357,000 in October 
against Infi nity for a radio segment in which a couple 
were sa id to be having sex in Sr. Patrick's Cathedral 
in New York. 

Rep. Phil Gingrey, R-Ga., introduced a resolu
tion that called it the " latest salvo in a string of deci
sions by the Federa l Communications Commission 
that establishes a precedent regarding the use of uni
versa lly recognized vulgar expletives on our nation's 
public airwaves." 

Reps. Doug Ose, R-Calif., and Lamar Smith, R
Texas, proposed legislation that would ban five words 
and three phrases from the airwaves (NewsMax.com 
Wires, Jan. 14, 2004 ). 

Class book for teen-aged girls 
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Suddenfy, It's Springtime 

30 

by Vessa Harper 

Written in response to requests from mothers of 
junior and senior high girls, this book is designed 
to help teenage girls as they struggle to make the 
rigth decisions in the every day problems they 
face, using the scriptures. 

$6.50 
plus $2.75 shipping and handling 
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Saleswoman Arrested 
{9}BURLESON, Texas, Jan. 22 - Like many sales

women before her, 43-year-old Joanne Webb made a 
living by toting her plastic products from house to 
house for little get-togethers with women interested 
in making their everyday lives better and easier. 

Webb, who is married with children, says she 
found a real sense of accomplishment in her lucrative 
career ... until she was arrested by two undercover 
narcotics investigators. 

Webb, a former elementary school teacher, was 
arrested on charges that she broke a Texas obscenity 
law that bans the sale of items "designed or marketed 
as useful primarily for the stimulation of human 
genital organs." 

Webb says the investigators, who had posed as a 
couple, had her arrested after she helped them 
choose a few sex toys to purchase through Passion 
Parries, a company she joined in June. She now faces 
a year in prison and a $4,000 fine if convicted. 

Webb is just one of many women - housewives, 
grandmothers and mothers - who have joined Pas
sion Parries in an effort to make a living wh ile edu
cating ladies on how to spice up their sex life. She 
distinguishes the so-called passion parties from 
Tupperware parties with the phrase "they burp, we 
buzz," but she says her parties are just as innocent as 
those featuring food storage items. 

"I saw this as great opportunity to help educate 
women, help encourage them to open up the lines 
of communication between them and their part
ners and be able to enhance their relationships," ex
plains Webb, who organizes the parties in and 
around Burleson, Texas, 15 miles south of Fort 
Worth (ABCNEWS.com). 

Swedes 

t?lSTOCKHOLM, Sweden When Anna 
Jerkovics and Mia Rotberg got married in Stockholm's 
stone-towered city hall in 2001, it was a bit of a shock 
to their friends. 

Not because they both are women, but because 
they chose to marry at all. 

"None of our friends, gay couples or straight 
couples, with children or without children, was mar
ried," says Rotberg, 34, a preschool teacher. "We 
were the first. We fee l very grown up." 

Gay marriage, which has emerged as a volatile 
and divisive issue in the United States and its presi
dential politics, has evolved with far less heat and 
noise in Sweden. One reason is that religion plays a 



far smaller role in Swedish life. Another is the 
Swedes' dedication to consensus and aversion to 
conflict. 

But a major reason is the status of marriage itself. 
Especially in Swedish cities, marriage long ago be
came optional for cohabiting heterosexual couples, 
even those who live together for decades and raise 
children. 

A special law sanctions such relationships. Most 
Swedes say there is little stigma attached to out-of
wedlock births and none at all for what in America is 
sometimes still called "living in sin." 

"How could you put marriage on a pedestal in 
this country?" says Hans Ytterberg, the official 
Swedish ombudsman for gay rights, whose six-per
son office is financed by the government but acts as 
an independent advocate. "Gays and lesbians want 
to join the club, not destroy the club. This will result 
in more people getting married, not fewer." 

Despite Sweden's international reputation for 
staying on the cutting edge of social change, the 
country's embrace of marriage for gays has been a 
gradual process that is not yet technically complete. 

In 1988, Sweden passed a law giving same-sex 
couples the same rights as unmarried opposite-sex 
couples. In 1995, trying to catch up with neighbor
ing Denmark in a Scandinavian competition as to 
who is most progressive, Sweden passed the Regis-

Have Atheists 
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There Is 
No God? 
By Thomas Warren 

A criticial study of the strongest argument which has 
been advanced in favor of atheism. Docs the existence 
of evil in the world prove that there is no God? Brother 
Warren upholds the view that "he [God] ex ists and is in
trinsically complete or perfect, that he is infini te in 
power, that he is infinite in love and goodness, that he 
is innocent of any blameworthiness, that he is infi nite in 
knowledge and wisdom, and ... justice." pb, 105 pages 
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tered Partnership Act, creating civil unions for gay 
couples similar to those now permitted in Vermont. 
Last year, that law was amended to give registered 
gay couples the same right to adopt or have legal cus
tody of children as married heterosexuals. 

Now there is almost no legal difference between 
registered partnership and marriage. But Ytterberg 
condemns the existence of separate laws as "separate 
but equal," a deliberate borrowing of language from 
U.S. civil rights history. He says he and his partner of 
10 years, Lennart Johansson, will wait to tie the knot 
until there's a single, gender-neutral marriage stat
ute. 

"I've always said I take joy in the parties of oth
ers who register their partnerships," Ytterberg says. 
"But if I'm on a bus, I don't want to sit in the back." 

Single marriage laws covering both heterosexual 
and homosexual couples exist today in the Nether
lands, Belgium and two Canadian provinces, Ontario 
and British Columbia. A Massachusetts court has 
ru led that gay people can't be denied the right to 
marry, but the legal and political fight there is not 
over. 

Ytterberg says Sweden will inevitably adopt a 
single statute for gay and straight marriage, though 
its cautious, negotiate-everything approach may take 
a few more years. "To the vast majority of Swedes, 
gay marriage is just not a big deal," he says. In No
vember, when his office formally called on the gov
ernment to begin preparing legislation to create a 
single marriage statute, his news releases generated 
zero media coverage. 

In the United States, by contrast, gay marriage 
has emerged as a deeply polarizing issue, most re-
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prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
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for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
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cently in the form of bills pending in both houses of 
Congress to amend the Constitution to define mar
riage as between a man and a woman. President Bush 
has expressed support for such a move; his Demo
cratic opponent, Howard Dean, is a hero in gay 
circles for presiding over the creation of civil unions 
in Vermont. 

Advocates on both sides in the debate attribute 
the hot-button status of gay marriage in the United 
States to the importance of religion in American life 
and culture. 

Gay marriage "is uniquely· contentious here," 
says Lisa Bennett, director of the family project of 
the Human Rights Campaign, the nation's largest 
gay and lesbian political group. "I think it relates to 
the mix of religion with civil rights. We have a hard 
time separating them despite our constitutional sepa
ration of church and state." 

The Rev. Lou Sheldon, chairman of the Tradi
tional Values Coalition and an avowed opponent of 
gay marriage, agrees with his opponents on this 
point. "Why is there such a gut-level reaction against 
gay marriage in America? Because this is a very reli
gious country," he says. "Nine of the 13 original 
colonies had chosen to favor a Christian religion. 
You don't have that in the European countries." 

In Sweden, religious language rarely plays much 
role in political debate. And perhaps because of the 
low-key nature of the issue, most gay men and lesbians 
seem to shrug off the legal fine points and refer to 
unions under the registration law as marriages. About 
1,500 same-sex couples have registered their unions. 

Among them are Rotberg and Jerkovics, 31, an 
occupational therapist. They met while working 
summer jobs as hospital aides, began dating in 1994 
and moved in together in 1996. 

A classic reprint 

A Guide to Bible Study 
by J. w. McGarvey (182g-lgll) 

Designed to afford suggestion and assistance to those who 
desire a fuller and more accurate knowledge of the Bible. 
Included are a brief summary of the making and purpose of 
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books; and other material helpful to the Bible student ... 
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reference. 1 567941060, paperback, 97 pgs. 
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Like most young, urban Swedes, they saw mar
.riage as a bit old-fashioned. Among their friends, 
they count two straight couples with children - but 
none who are married. Rotberg's cousin has two 
children, ages 3 and 5, but hasn't married her part
ner. 

But Rotberg and Jerkovics decided to buck the 
trend. They were urged on by friends who saw het
erosexual marriage as outmoded but thought a gay 
ceremony would be a novelty. 

"We had been together so long," Rotberg says. 
"Our friends said, 'We all want to go to a gay wed
ding. Aren't you going to get married soon?'" 

"It felt like it had more depth to be married," 
Jerkovics says. So they trooped with the maximum 
15 friends to City Hall for the registration before ad
journing to their apartment in the suburb of Arsta, 
where they live with their cat, Frasse, for a larger 
gathering and a religious blessing ceremony. 

Like most urban clerics asked to participate in 
gay union celebrations, the priest who presided was 
happy to do so. "They'd been together for a long 
time and were very much in love," says the Rev. 
Camilla Lif. "I was very sure they would stay to
gether, and for me, that was the main thing." 

Lif, 3 6, is parish priest in a central Stockholm 
district where 18,000 people are officially members 
of the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, the of
ficial state church until 2000. But only about 500 
adults and children attend any kind of religious ser
vice or class each week, she says. 

"The Stockholm area is considered one of the 
most secularized places in the world," Lif says. She 
sees herself as part of a younger generation of 
Swedes who are returning to religion, but she admits 
that that trend has not brought many people to the 
altar. She estimates that just 10 percent of the cohab
iting couples she knows are married. 

Official statistics illustrate the weakening hold of 
marriage in Sweden. About 20 percent of long-term 
couples are unmarried, compared with 8 percent in 
the United States. 

But that number hides the larger proportion of 
young couples who delay marriage until their chil
dren are born. In 1995, 53 percent of births were to 
unwed mothers - but 90 percent were born to two 
biological parents living together. 

Such statistics reflect a striking contrast of cul
tures. Cohabitation in Sweden has a legal and social 
status it lacks in the United States, and it is captured 
in a word: sambo, short for samboende, or "living 



together." The word conveys a stronger, longer-term 
relationship than the Swedish words for girlfriend 
and boyfriend, and it is not unusual to meet couples 
who have been sambo for two decades or longer. 
. Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson has noth

ing against weddings - he just had his third last 
month, this time to the head of Sweden's alcoholic 
beverage monopoly. But the couple had very publicly 
moved in together six months earlier. 

For many Swedes the high divorce rate in recent 
decades is a major reason people delay or avoid mar
riage. "It's a desire not to make promises you can't 
keep," says Lif, the priest. 

Ironically, Rotberg says her thrice-married 
grandmother's painful experience with break-ups 
made it easy for the elderly woman to accept her 
granddaughter's decision to marry another woman. 
More than a decade ago, Rotberg recalls, she was 
hesitating before telling her grandmother she was 
gay, finally writing a letter to let her know. But three 
years ago, her grandmother was glad to hear Rotberg 
had decided to marry. 

"She said, 'I'm so glad you have Anna,"' Rotberg 
says. "Because you can't trust men" (Scott Shane, 
Sun Staff, 1 an. 16, 2004). 

Pro-lifers 
SA Los Angeles Times poll showed that 74 per

cent of post-abortive women feel their decision to 
have an abortion was "morally wrong." So these 
women "are not generally concerned about protect
ing or expanding 'abortion rights,'" and as such "are 
not generally voting for abortion ... they are voting 
for acceptance." 

The poll also showed that if a pro-life candidate 
called for "government support for grief counseling 
programs to assist women who experience emotional 
problems after an abortion," 63 percent of pro
choice women would "more likely vote for such a 
candidate." 

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 

(405) 475-2182 

leds line Man for Going to Church 
OThe federal government is fining a resident of 

Maine $10,000 for going to church. 
Richard Albert, 52, of the remote northern ham

let of Township 15 Range 15, said the U.S. Bureau of 
Customs and Border Protection recently notified him 
of two $5,000 fines for twice crossing from Quebec 
into Maine on a Sunday, when the border station is 
closed. 

Albert's home is 3 0 yards from the Canadian 
border, beside the U.S. Customs office. The church is 
on Quebec's side of the border, which means he has 
to cross the boundary illegally to attend se~ices. 

He "said he has been crossing the U.S.-Canada 
border at his own discretion for more than 40 years. 

Pills 
OBANGKOK (Reuters)- A 35-year-old Briton, 

high on his own supply, smuggled 9,000 ecstasy tab
lets past eight customs officials in Thailand before 
being stopped on the street the next day and arrested 
for not wearing a shirt. 

Alan 1 ohn Kiernan arrived in Thailand from 
Switzerland Friday and made it through customs 
with the ecstasy haul - worth 5 million baht 
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($127,600)- hidden in special panels sewn into his 
sweat pants. 

If fo und gui lty, he could face the death penalty. 
"They didn't catch me at the airport," he told 

Reuters Television. "I got through eight customs 
without being stopped once. 

"This morning that copper over there arrested 
me for not having a shirt on . T he next thing you 
know, he's pulled out these ecstasy tablets," he said, 
pointing to his trousers. 

Your Captain Speaking 
{?iNEW YORK - An American Airlines pilot 

asked Christians on his flight to identify themselves 
and suggested the non-Christians discuss the faith 
with them, the airline said. 

American's Flight 34 was headed from Los Ange
les to New York's John F. Kennedy Airport on Friday 
when the pilot asked Christians on board to raise 
their hands, Wagner said. 

The pilot, whose name was not released, told the 
airline that he then suggested the other passengers 
use the fli ght time to talk to the Christi ans about 
their faith, Wagner said. 

Passenger Amanda Nelligan told WCBS-TV of 
New York that the pilot call ed non-Christians 
"crazy" and that his comments "fe lt like a threat." 

A Biblical Basis 
for Modern Science 
by Dr. Henry M. Morris 

• A revision of one of the classic defenses of the 
Christian faith 

• Many evidences the Bible is scientifically accurate 
• Wide-ranging subjects, from astronomy to the origins 

of man. 

One of Morris's greatest works. A Biblical Basis for 
Modem Science shows conclusively that the Bible is correct 
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science is nothing more than a world view with no 
foundation. Rather the accuracy of the biblical records is a 
marvelous testimony to its divine source. 

Dr. Morris has earned the title "The Father of Modem 
Creationism" because of his writings on the creation/ 
evolution debate. He is a respected scientist as well and has 
written a number or textbooks in his own field. He is the 
founder of the Institute for Creation Research. pb, 300 pgs. 
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She said she and several others aboard were so wor
ried they tried to call relatives on their cell phones 
before flight attendants assured them they were safe 
and that people on the ground had been notified 
about the pilot's comments. 

You Are It 
\?iAMSTERDAM (Reuters) - Dutch police 

nabbed a mobile phone thief Monday when an of
ficer dialed the number of his own stolen handset. 

Wageningen police said a mobile telephone was 
stolen from a patrol car when agents were out deal
ing with a disturbance. An officer dialed the number 
and the pho ne went off in the pocket of a man 
nearby. 

Same-sex Wedding 
{?iSAN FRANCISCO - In a political and legal 

challenge to California law, city authorities officiated 
at the marriage of a lesbian couple Thursday and said 
they would issue more gay marriage licenses. 

Meanwhile in Massachusetts, legislative leaders 
met to try to find words that would ban gay mar
riage but legalize civil unions, expressing optimism as 
they reconvened their constitutional convention 
(MaxNews, Feb. 12, 2004 ). 

A pundit observed that we may be in for "a bevy 
of brides with beards." 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $3.50 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6. 75% sales tax 
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Homo or Hetro? 

\~Civi l unions or homosexual marriages amount 
to the same thing - either or both will wreck soci
ety and bring it to ruin. The fami ly (man, woman, 
and children) is the cornerstone of a structured com
munity of people. That's the way God set it up in the 
beginning and that's where it must remain if society 
is to survive. Jesus reminded us of how it was "in the 
beginning" and advocated a return to the original 
standard (Matt. 19:4). 

Peter Wood, a professor of anthropology at Bos
ton University, says in his book, Diversity: The Inven
tion of a Concept: 

And I don't believe conservatives have yet de
vised a winning defense. Certainly not if we be
gin wi th a preemptive surrender on "civ il 
unions." To offer civil unions as the compromise 
position is, in effecr, to concede rhat rhe debare 
really is about civil rights rather than an aggres
sive campaign to transform the culture by re
placing the traditional family as the cornerstone 
of social order with an amorphous category of 
sexual liaisons. Eliminate the normative family 
in the U.S., and who benefits? 

Will future generations remember? 

Will the ideals you cherish now 
be sustained then? 

Will someone promote your principles? 

Who will guide your grandchildren? 

With your help, the Firm Foundation 
will continue as a powerful voice 

sustaining those beliefs you hold dear. 

Remember us in your will 
and in your contributions. 

For more information contact: 

Firm Foundation legacy 
Attn: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, Texas 77269 
(281) 469-31 02 

Junk the family and its functions will necessar
ily be transferred to the state: to state day-care 
centers, welfare bureaucracies, and government 
agencies. But as long as we continue to debate gay 
marriage on the grounds preferred by the Left
as a civil-rights issue- the larger assault on the 
traditional family anchored on the sexual, emo
tional, and practical complementarity of one man 
and one woman will remain invisible. 

If we insist on keeping the family as God in
tended it to be, our children's children will rise up to 
call us blessed. 

The sad fact is that most people don't care one 
way or the other. 

Discussion 
!ilPublic Debate on Baptism & Conditional Secu

rity of the Believer to be held at the Pacific Church of 
Christ meeting house, 112 North Payne Street, Pa
cific, Mo., April 8-9 at 6:30 p.m. and April 10 at 
1:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Andy Erwin, gospel 
preacher, will be one of the participants. Debate, 
conducted with cordiality and seeking truth, is help
ful. We expect this to be that kind of investigation of 
the scriptures. FF 
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By Cindy and Glenn Colley 

Getting out of rhythm with contemporary 
parenting philosophies and back in step with God. 

This book is not about being so serious and strict that 
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children-loving, sensible, sacrificing parents. Children 
need parents who don't dance the world's dance of self
indulgence, of rearing children to define success in 
dollars instead of righteousness, of choosing finances 
over fami ly. 

This 13-chapter book is excellent for classes or for 
private study. It is an excellent tool to help parents reach 
all of the blessings God has reserved for Godly parents. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: What did Peter mean when he said 
God will make a new heaven and a new earth ? 

Answer: The passage referred to is 2 Peter 3: 13: 
"Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 

look for new heavens and a new earth, in which righ
teousness dwells." The passage immediately fo llows 
statements that the present "heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise" (3: 1 0); "the elements will be dis
solved with fervent heat" (3: 1 0); "the heavens will 
be dissolved, being on fire " (3:12); and "both the 
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up" 
(3 :10). 
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by William Woodson 
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A study in contemporary problems with change 
agents among churches of Christ. Brother Woodson 
has painstakingly examined the arguments and 
efforts of the change agents in the church, using 
substantial resources of historical research and 
Bible analysis. The diligent student will real ize that 
the church must not fade into denominationalism, 
but must continue to stand distinctively for Christ, 
his church, and the truth, the Word of God. 
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"The heavens" (plura l) in the New Testment in
clude: (1) the atmosphere, where the birds fly; (2) 
the sky, where the sun, moon, and stars are located; 
and (3) the place where God dwells. It is undoubt
edly in this third sense that Paul speaks of "the third 
heaven" (2 Cor.12:2). The first two are part of the 
fabric of man's dwelling place. The third is the 
dwelling place of God. 

The promise of new heavens and a new earth is, 
therefore, in effect, a promise of a new dwelling 
place for redeemed man with God. 

Since in these new heavens and new earth God's 
dwelling place will be with man (Rev. 21:1-3) and 
ours with him Qohn 14:1-4), it seems appropriate to 
speak, as we usually do, of "going to heaven," al
though no exact equivalent of that phrase in that 
sense is found in the Bible, to my knowledge. 

The word for "new," incidentally, is not the word 
for "new in time" or "more recent." It is rather the 
word for "new in quality," "different in kind" (See 
W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, and other lexicons). The specific quality which 
constitutes the newness of the new earth is declared by 
Peter to be righteousness. The present earth is filled 
with unrighteousness and corrupted by sin. 

That will not be the case with the new dwelling 
place of redeemed man with God. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
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CDan\e[ a 9?rophet of God 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically grounded ap
proach, Daniel's prophetic career from youth to old age is 
traced. Dr. Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of other commentators 
spanning two centuries of scholarly study. BKCL02 hardback, 
389pgs. 
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Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. . .... 
Livingston - 1101 W. Ghurch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507,20872. (301) 253-9432. (903)671-2369,671-2515.Sun.10, 10:50a.m.,6 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

-Alaska-
-Missouri-Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-

3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) ••••• 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
99701. (907) 456-4921. H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasill~ AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-

8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (V2 mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

- Washington -
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 Oklahoma City _ Putnam City Church of Olympia - Olympia Church of Christ, 3132 

Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 5:30 p.m. Wed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e
Larry Thomas, preacher. mail: blbake@olywa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. - South Carolina -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. -Colorado-

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 -Tennessee-
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- Chattanooga - East Ridge Church of Christ, 
4050 501 McBrien Rd., 37412. (423) 894-7221 Sun. 

-Florida_ 9, 10:15 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m., Charles 
Cochran, preacher. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47, 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
320-9780 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 minister. 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. ,.....---------------. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. hHp:/Jwww.blble-lnfonet.org/ 

Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

Cari119 & Sharing 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x S'l•". 
paperback, 205 pgs .. RFCM01 

$2.50 plus S2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket -s ized book 
(3 \o2"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (aulhorship, 
date, various interpretations. main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and uselul commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s//1 • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
l'estcrday and Today 

by Burton CorTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed arc the extremes of the "liberal" 
and " anti " movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages. paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 7.5% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, lhough we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, lhe customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

.!.'/ Ill,, 
tj// oJ!fol o 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "1he word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine "1he 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so: whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as •noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum chorge $10. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preacben Needed 
Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, .family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50150 blade/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma. LA 70360. 

Sc:cking experienced, full-time, doctrinally sound, 
mature, pulpit preacher who, together with wife, 
can work under elder's direction and guidance. 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Rne Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-Imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

D-940999-45-5 ........... $&9.9& 
~ Genuine black leather 

D-940999-46-5 ........... $89.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43f••x714•x 3/a• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Burgundy harocover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.9& 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
•12 pt. type 
• size a• x g• 

ASV-A98 ..................... $10.00 
• Name In gold ···--·-··· $4.00Aine 
• Nolndex/ngsvallable 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
CBJI fors&h chatg8 for multiple copies 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritual and 
physical unlimited. Must be mission minded and 
active in soul winning and leadership skills. 3-
bdrm, 2-bath home w/formalliving room and den 
'provided. Salary negotiable. References, video/ 
audio tape of recent sermons, photo, email address 
desired. Send resume to: Church of Christ, 2223 
W. Morton St., Denison, TX 75020 Attn: Elders 

Established congregation numbering 100+ in 
Cordell, OK is needing an experienced preacher. 
We prefer age 30-50. We need a mixer who is 
good with all ages. MUST BE EVANGELISTIC! I 
Send resume to Church of Christ 501 N. College 
Cordell, OK 73632 and call Earl Parsons (580) 
832-5620 or Lynn Hamilton (580) 832-2811 for 
further details. 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pa is looking for a sound gospel 
preacher to work with us. We can supply financial 
support of $370.00 I week. Any funher income 
needed would have to come from other sources. 
This might be ideal for a retired preacher wanting 
to supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. This could also be 
very good for someone who has some support 
already established. You will find an excellent 
group of Christians to work and worship with. 
For information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or write to same @ 5163 
Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro Pa 16412 or E-Mail 
speedbull1 @aol.com . 

The Edgehill Church of Christ is seeking an 
experienced, doctrinally sound, full-time preacher 
with an enthusiastic desire to preach God's Word. 
Edgehill Church of Christ is a scripturally sound, 
friendly, and growing congregation of 85 + 
members (average attendance) with elders and 
deacons, located just outside the city of Petersburg, 
VA in Dinwiddie County. We desire a married 
man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, a 
love for the truth, ability to work with all age 
groups, and a strong passion for soul winning. He 
must have excellent interpersonal, organizational, 
and planning skills. He must be able to teach home 
Bible studies, train others in personal evangelism, 
and assist with organizing outreach efforts. Please 
send resume with references and audio/video tape 
to Elders, Edgehill Church of Christ, 25609 Grant 
Avenue, Petersburg, VA 23803. (804) 861-3306, 
edgehillchurch@earthlink.net 

Preachen Available 
Looking for a church that wants an •old Paths" 
preacher. Need suppliment to Social Security and 
housing. (936) 347-2668; email wilspegl@aol.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 .................. $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other atylea ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $18.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 ................... $29.99 

$&.00 s&h 
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PoRTRAIT OF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on· God. Some say, " What about me? I 
want a religion that fi lls my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 

• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the reader's 
attention 

• complete -leaves no questions, no lack of direction 
Don McWhorter 

host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 

Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 09295404 17 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 

plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
March 2004 

Address service requested. 

Goo 
HATH 

SPOKEN 

by 
Ken Butterworth 

• A basic workbook for studying the Scriptures 
by a proven method. 

• Designed for any group or individual Bible study. 

• The first book in the series, God Hath Spoken. 

• Packaged in a spacious 811, x II frame 
with room for notes. 

• A complete overview of every book 
in the Old Testament. 

• Easy fill-in-the-blank format, challenging questions, 
and side-notes. 

• Finally! A workbook with enough space in the blanks 
for answers and extra notes. 

• Paperback, ISBN I 09295404409 

Author Ken Bullerworth is a master at involving his 
audience; people remember his lessons. Congrega
tions in Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee have benefited from Ken's direct 
approach to preaching the gospel. Ken now writes 
full time and speaks by appointment in gospel 
meetings and lectureships. 

$8.95 plus $2.00 shipping and handling 
Alabama residents add 4% tax 

Order from 
Ken Butterworth 
3762 Mcintosh Rd. • Oxford, AL 36203 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. Postage 
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Dallas, TX 
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1884 
«The firm foundation of God standeth having this sealJ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his. JJ 2 Tim.othy 2:19 2004 

I Vol. 119 Houston, Texas • Apri l 2004 No. 41 

A Unique Church 
By Hugo McCord 

A II that is involved in the Lord's simple prom
ise, " I wi ll build my church" (Matt. 1 6: 18), 
is beyond human comprehension. From ever

lasting to everlasting is its scope. Fascina ting and 
gripping is a study of the unive rse's greatest institu
tion. In a realm alone it stands by itself, unique, soli
tary, a sui generius, a monogenes, the only one of its 
kind. 

Not Unique in Language 
The word on Jesus' lips in his promise to erect his 
church, ekklesia (a "call ed-our group"), was not 
unique, and by itself it has no religious or sacred 
meaning. To the Greeks a group of people "called our" 
for a town meeting or to see an Olympic race would be 
named an ekklesia. Luke employed the word in de
scribing an angry mob seeking to kill Paul (Acts 19:32, 
41, wryere it is translated not "chu rch" bur "assem
bly") . Also, just as an unlawful assembl y could be 
styled an ekklesia, so a lawful assembly the Ephesian 
townclerk designated as an ekklesia (Acts 19:39). Fur
thermore, a large group of Israelites (ca lled our of 
Egypt by Moses into a wi lderness) Stephen described 
as an ekklesia (Acts 7:38, mistranslated "church" in 
the KJV and the ASV). 

To us the word ekklesia becomes exceedingly 
important because Jesus used it to refer to those 
people whom he would call out of the world to live 
only for him (Matt. 11:26-28; 2 Cor. 5: 14-15). They 
would be sinners called by the gospel to a new life of 

righteousness (Ro m. 6:1-17; 2 Thess. 2:14). The 
idea Jesus presented is of the highest importance, but 
the word he used to set it forth was not unique. 

Unique in Five Ways 
T here are at least five ways that the New Testament 
church is in a realm to itself, the one of its kind. 

A Display of God's Wisdom 
"The eternal pu rpose" w hich God purposed in 
Christ Jesus ou r Lord for a long time "was nor made 
known to the sons of men" (Eph. 3:5, 11). From of 
old men knew from what the prophets had said that 
something stupendous was coming. "Many prophets 
and righteous men desired to see" and to hear about 
what God was plann ing (Matt. 13 : 17). But no eye 
had seen, nor had any ear heard, and no heart had 
imagined the things God had "prepared for them 
that love him" (Isa. 64 :4; 1 Cor. 2:9) . Prophets 
themse lves "sought and. sea rched di ligently" to no 
avail unti l "the ful lness of t ime" had come (Gal. 4:4; 
1 Pet. 1:1 0). Even angels were in suspense, but they 
were not lacking in interest. The div ine plan of the 
ages they desired "to look into" (parakupsai) just as 
Mary "stooped and looked" into the tomb (1 Pet. 
1:12; John 20:11). 

That the Gentiles, a lso a part of God's creation 
and precious to him, should, along with the Jews, be 
"fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the body and 
fellow-partakers of the pro mise in Christ Jesus 

(continued on page 5) 



2 

Firm Foundation 
Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising a nd Subscriptions 

J . C. Prophet 

Production 

A. L. Prophet 
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Editorial 

Lessons 
From the Dirge of Ezekiel 

By H. A. (Buster) Do bbs 

Ezekiel was a priest and a prophet. His was 
a voice of doom. H is message was cen
sure of the neglect of God-given law. 

Still , through the mu rky darkness of his visions 
was seen the light of hope and the expectation 
of eventual deliverance. 

The pillar of cloud and fire in the wilder
ness symbolized the presence of Jehovah (Exod. 
13:21-22). It represented a God dimly under
stood, but a burning anticipation of better 
things to come. 
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Ezekiel was a rare man. Most of the people were hankering af

ter idols and worsh iping images of stone and wood on high moun
tains and under green trees. 

It is a solitary person who stands strong for truth and right. In 
the history of the world the upright are minority, which is always 
difficult. Ezekiel, like his colleague, J eremiah, found it hard to 
move against the tide of ungodliness, but stubbornly did so. 

Alas! T he multitude has ever been "carried abou t with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the 
wiles of error" (Eph. 4 :14). 

To stand in the gap requires raw courage. 
To go with the flow is spineless - and mindless. 
We look back across the centuries and see the prophet of God, 

Ezekiel, holding the line and calling for fidelity. 
H e was lonely. 
No wonder. All of the prophets of Jehovah have been solitary. 

Look at the catalog: 
• Noah - on ly he and his fa mily survived the flood 
• Abraham - alone in Ur and Canaan 
• Joseph - forsaken by his brothers 
• Moses - friendless in Egypt 
• Jacob - one among many 
• Joshua- he and his house 
• Samuel - a sole voice 
• David- devout but friendless 
• Daniel - a man among lions 
• Jesus - forsaken by familiar frie nds 

It is hard to stand alone . .. to be solitary ... but it is necessary. 
Truth seldom resides with the majori ty. "Truth forever on the scaf
fold, wrong forever one the throne." 



Ezekiel is the epitome of right against wrong ... the everlasting 
emblem of truth against error. 

So, let us turn to his ageless prophecy and attempt to garner 
the wheat. 

The words of Ezekiel are undying ... pulsating . . . nerveless ... 
quickening ... true - and therefore eternal. 

His message . .is simple: Obey God or die. 
How strange it is, in the light of history, for a puny mortal, in 

the appearance of reasonable· reflections on restoration, to decry 
strict obedience to divine law, honoring God with his lips, but his 
heart is far away. 

Do not be shocked. There have always been false teachers: 
But there arose false prophets also among the people, as among 
you also there shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in 
destructive heresies, denying even the Master that bought them, 
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall fol
low their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the way of the 
truth shall be evil spoken of. And in covetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose sentence now 
from of old lingereth not, and their destruction slumbereth not 
(2 Pet. 2:1-3). 

The constant tone of Ezekiel's ancient message is this: Obey 
God or perish. 

The Jews did not listen to Ezekiel . . . and died. 
The modern world, including the modern church, does not lis

ten to revelation ... and seals her doom. 
Let us try anew to hear the voice of the priest-prophet. If the 

modern world can hear and respond to the counsel of bygone men 
of God, it can yet be saved. If not ... 

Strain your ear and try to hear the urgent plea of a long gone 
man of God. 

Hear, then, the riveting voice of God's prophet ... it rolls to us 
across the ages. 

His voice still booms ... 
And he said unto me, Son of man, eat that which thou findest; 
eat this roll, and go, speak unto the house of Israel. ... And he 
said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy 
bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was 
in my mouth as honey for sweetness .... And he said unto me, 
Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with 
my words unto them .... But the house of Israel will not hearken 
unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of 
Israel are of hard forehead and of a stiff heart (Ezek. 3). 

It is sin to deprecate God's word by neglect and transgression 
(rebellion). "Lawlessness is sin." 

It is especially odious for the covenant people of God to des
ecrate the very contract by which they are bound to God. To be
little the law by attempting to explain away its sanctions and pro
visions and consequently encourage transgression of its statutes is 
mutiny. 

Lest you think we make too big a thing out of careful, consistent 
obedience, consider a few New Testament passages on the subject: 
"A great company of the priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts 
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6:7); "obedience of faith" (Rom. 1:5; 16:26); "hisser
vants ye are whom ye obey" (Rom. 6: 16); "obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye 
were delivered" (Rom. 6:17); "obedience of the Gen
tiles, by word and deed" (Rom. 15:18); "your obedi
ence is come abroad unto all men" (Rom. 16:19); 
"that I might know the proof of you, whether ye are 
obedient in all things" (2 Cor. 2:9); "through the 
proving of you by this ministration they glorify God 
for the obedience of your confession unto the gospel 
of Christ (2 Cor. 9:13); "bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 1 0:5); 
"obedience ... made full" (2 Cor. 10:6); "to be obedi
ent, to be ready unto every good work" (Titus 3:1); 
"in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1 :2); "as 
children of obedience" (1 Pet. 1:14); "purified your 
souls in your obedience to the truth" (1 Pet. 1 :22). 

Observe that the obedience is proof of disciple
ship, and is to be made full- that is, complete or per
fect. Full obedience is not partial, tentative, hesitant 
submission, but is wholehearted and detailed ... a joy
ous bearing of the yoke and carrying of the cross. 

Beware of any teacher who argues against obedi
ence and promotes disobedience by sneering at law 
and patternism, and deprecating those who call for 
meticulous submission to the Law of Christ. 

The "obedience" of Christ is directly mentioned 
3 times in the New Testament, and many other pas
sages make reference to it: "Through the obedience 
of the one shall the many be made righteous" (Rom. 
5: 19); "He humbled himself, becoming obedient 
even unto death, yea, the death of the cross" (Phil. 
2:8); "Though he was a Son, yet learned obedience 
by the things which he suffered" (Heb. 5 :8). 

Jesus was subject to his parents (Luke 2:51) as an 
expression of his loving and sinless character. 

His obedience to the moral law in every particu
lar is asserted by the New Testament writers: "with
out sin" (Heb. 4: 15); "who knew no sin" (2 Cor. 
5 :21); "holy, guileless, undefiled, separated from sin
ners" (Heb. 7:26); and affirmed by himself: "Which 
of you convicteth me of sin?" ijohn 8:46). 

Jesus demonstrated an exact and eager obedience 
to the Father. "For I do always the things that are 
pleasing to him" Uohn 8:29). His baptism was to 
"fulfil all righteousness" (Matt. 3: 15); He was in the 
habit of worship- "as his custom was" (Luke 4: 16). 
Philippians 2:6,8 says of Jesus: "Existing in the form 
of God .... he humbled himself, becoming obedient, 
even unto death." 
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Jesus, "for the joy that was set before him en
. dured the cross, des.pising shame, and hath sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God." 

The obedience of Jesus was complete and his ex
plicit submission made him perfect. We must follow 
his example, being obedient to the pattern he set for 
us. 

"And having been made perfect, he became unto 
all them that obey him the author of eternal salva
tion" (Heb. 5 :9). 

Ezekiel's constant complaint against Israel was 
that "her priests have done violence to my law, and 
have profaned my holy things: they have made no 
distinction between the holy and the common, neither 
have they caused men to discern between the unclean 
and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my 
sabbaths, and I am profaned among them" (Ezek. 
22:26). 

To disobey God is to profane God. 
Ezekiel repeatedly condemned the rebellious na

tion because they rebelled against the ordinances of 
Jehovah and did not walk in his statutes (Ezek. 5 :6; 
5:7; 11:12; 11:20; 18:9; 18:17; 20:11; 20:13; 
20:16; 20:18; 20:19; 20:21; 20:24; 20:25; 36:27; 
37:24; 43:11; 44:5; and 44:24). 

"Let us therefore give diligence to enter into that 
rest, that no man fall after the same example of dis
obedience" (Heb. 4: 11) 
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A Unique Church 
(continued from page 1) 

through the gospel" was a glorious revelation (Eph. 
3:6). In due time, the uncovering of the eternal pur
pose was made known by the Spirit to the "holy 
apostles and prophets" (Eph. 3:5). Then that com
bined group of sinners, Jew and Gentiles, now re
deemed and forgiven through the gospel, now broth
ers together in one family, now members of one 
body, and the church, that unified called-out group, 
the angels in heaven could finally see! 

As a result they praised God for his matchless 
wisdom in effecting so glorious a project. As a quilt 
on exhibition at the state fair, displaying a lady's 
careful and beautiful handiwork, gives glory to its 
maker, so the church, without blemish and without 
spot, is a living exhibit of what God is able to per
fect. The many strands of his divine wisdom are re
flected brilliantly when one's eyes fall on the incom
parable church. Nothing like it is known to man or 
angel. 

Its Purchase Price 
That combined group of called-out peoples, the 
whole family in heaven and on the earth, living and 
dead, before or after the cross, that group was paid 
for by the Savior's blood (Acts 20:28; Eph. 3:15; 
Heb. 9:15; 11:40). Church members have been re
deemed, not by corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
but by the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without spot and without blemish, foreknown in
deed before the foundation of the world (1 Pet. 
1:18-19). 

In the moonlight of Gethsemane, with Jesus' face 
on the ground, displaying "strong crying and tears," 
being it~ "an agony," with his sweat like "great drops 
of blood falling down upon the ground," praying the 
to Father who loved him to remove the impending 
blood-letting, nobody could ever ask, "Could God 
have thought of any other way to save sinners? to buy 
the church?" (Matt. 26:39; Luke 22:44; Heb. 5:7). 

Truly the purchase price of the church is one of 
its unique features. Genuine church memb~rs praise 
him who loved them ·and washed them from their 
sins by his blood (Rev. 1 :5). Th'ey cannot understand 
how an alleged Christian denomination can be so un
appreciative of Calvary as to purge from its hymnals 
any reference to blood. 

Its Membership 
Church members have a quality belonging to no 
other organization: they are a saved group, enjoying 
the assurance that their sins have been forgiven. 
From their souls their guilt has been placed on the 
head of Jesus as a scapegoat. Thank God, he has car
ried their sins "into the wilderness" far away (Lev. 
16:20-22). A God whose word is sure has promised 
that their iniquities he will remember no more (Heb. 
8:12). 

One does not join the church. Instead, after he is 
saved, the Lord adds him to that called-out group. 
When one has believed, repented, confessed the Sav
ior, and has been baptized, he is pronounced saved 
(Acts 2:36, 38; 1 John 4:15; Mark 16:16). A sinner 
is active in obeying these commandments: when they 
are done, he is passive as the Lord adds him to the 
church (Acts 2:47). 

The church does not save; it is the saved. Only 
the Savior saves, and the saved ones make up the 
church. From the birthday of the church until now, 
day by day as sinners are being saved, they are being 
added to the church. 

J.D. Tant was asked if only members of the 
church would be saved. His reply was, "Not half of 
them." In truth, there are two salvations: one from 
past sins and one into heaven (1 Pet. 1 :9; 2 Pet. 1 :9). 
Salvation from past sins is forever and will never be 
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cancelled (Heb. 10:14). But that saved person, even 
though a church member, if he misbehaves he falls 
short of the grace of God (Heb. 12: 15), and will no 
more go to heaven than the backsliding Israelites 
could go into the promised land. To them God swore 
that they would not enter into their rest (Heb. 3:18). 
"They were overthrown in the wilderness," and are 
set forth as a warning to church members lest they 
fall short of going to heaven (1 Cor. 10:5-11). 
"Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). 

Its Namelessness 
The New Testament church is unique in that it has 
no proper name. Denominations have proper names. 
The Latin word denominate means to "name" some
thing. But the New Testament church is nameless. 
Though it is called the house of the Lord, the family 
of God, the body of Christ, and the kingdom of 
Christ (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 1:22-23; 3:15; Col. 3:13; 
Heb. 3:5-6; 1 Tim. 3:15), yet it has no proper name. 

Individual memb~rs of the church do have a 
proper name. That name is not "disciple," though 
they are disciples (Acts 9: 1). That name is not 
"brethren," though they are brethren (Acts 9:30). 
That name is not "saints," though church members 
are saints (Acts 9:32). Their proper and divinely 
given name is "Christian" (Acts 11:26), but to call 
the church the "Christian Church" is to give it a 
proper name, not known in the Bible. 

6 

To speak of the New Testament church as the 

Challenging Dangers 
of Modern Versions 
by Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

Enlarged third edition. A practical guide to help 
you discover the dangers found in many modem 
versions of the Bible . Thirteen chapters and 7 
appendices covering every aspect of the dangers 
in many new versions of the Bible. Study 
questions at the end of each chapter to aid in 
personal review or to enhance classroom 
participation. Updated to cover the latest ver
sions such as the Reader's Digest Bible and the 
New Revised Standard Version. Includes a brief 
evaluation of 14 well-known versions to help in 
selection a personal study Bible. paperback, 267 
pgs.0935881085 

$9.95 Plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% 

Firm Foundation • 888) 367·6216 

April 2004 
Fllln Foundation 

"church of Christ" is right, as it is to speak of it as 
the "church of God" (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 1:2), but 
neither is a proper name. To speak of "Church of 
Christ" congregations and of "Church of Christ 
preachers" is to denominationalize the church which 
is unique in that it is not a denomination (a named 
society). 

Its Destiny 
The last of five features of that divine organization 
that is like none other is its eternal destiny. No insti
tution except the Lord's church can survive the 
physical death of its members. But the divinely built 
church is so constituted that its membership is en
joyed in this life and even more abundantly in eter
nity. Godliness is profitable for all things, having 
promise of the life which now is, and of that which is 
to come (1 Tim. 4:8). Faithful church members, add
ing the Christian graces, will "never fall. In this way 
the entrance to the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, will be richly provided" (2 Pet. 
1 :5-11). "Unto him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" 
(Eph. 3:21). 
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The Humility of Wisdom 
By Ken Gardner 

O ld me n are not always wise Uob 32:9). 
That's what Elihu said , and, true, he wasn' t 
insp ired when he said it, but he did speak 

the truth. Just being old - for that matter, being old 
and experienced - does not automatica lly make a 
person wise. In fact, there's a real danger in thinking 
" I'm oider, I'm more experienced, therefore I must b; 
wise1:" Someone sa id once, "Wisdom doesn' t neces
sarily come with age. Sometimes age just shows up all 
by itself" 

It's hard for us not to have a high opinion of our 
own opinions, especially as we get older. Sometimes 
we allow our age and experience to go to our heads. 
It's been said, "The older a man gets, the farther he 
had to walk to school as a boy." We need to guard 
against d isparaging others. A successful doctor 
picked up his mother in his new Mercedes, took her 
to a fashionable place for dinner, and then to the the
ater, w here they had orchestra seats. During inter
mission, she turned to hi m and asked, "Do you need 
to go the bathroom, dear?" 

Cary Grant o ften recited a piece he called A 
Meditation, in which he expressed his thoughts 
about growing older: "Lord ... keep me from the 
habit of thi nking I must say something on every sub
ject and on every occasion. Release me from t rying 
to straighten out everyone's affairs . ... Teach me the 
glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I 
may be mistaken." 

T he writer of Proverbs said, "Be not wise in thine 
own eyes" (3 : 7), and Paul wrote, "Be not wise in 
your own conce its" (Rom. 12: 16) . In other words, 
don' t be conceited (RSV, NIY, MLB). "Do nor keep 
thinking how wise you are" (N EB). "Don't be proud 
and fee l that you are smarter than others" (CEV) . 
Don't "feel superior to other children of God" (R. L. 
Whiteside). "Do not trust in the conceit of your own 
superior skill and understa nding, and refuse to 
harken to the counsel of o thers." We should not be 
"elated with pride" over our brethren, or be "head
strong and self-confident." We must have "a low esti
mate of our own importance and attainments" (Bar
nes). David Lipscomb and J.W Shepherd wrote: 

Do no t be puffed up with a sense of your own 
wisdom . .. . Overconfidence in self leads to pre
sumption, which is o ffensive to God and man .... 
Selfish ambition in the church is fata l to perfect 
mutual consideration, especially if one acts as if 
he ought to be at the head of every business, and 
that no thing could be done if he was not con
sulted or employed about it. 

Young David was certainly wiser than old Saul. 
For that matter, so w as Jonathan. Saul himself was 
wiser when he was young than when he was old. An 
argument could be made that David was wiser when 
he was young than when he was old. It was in old 
age that Solomon, the "wisest man who ever lived " 

' 
acted foolishly. Naaman was the commanding gen-
eral of the entire Syrian army, a great man, no doubt 
a man o f " experience," but his own servants were 
wiser than he was (2 Kings 5). 

Miriam and Aaron were not young and foolish but 
old and foolish when they rebelled against Moses. 
Young people can be wise or the writer of the book of 
Proverbs wasted his time. That book was written to 
instill wisdom in young people and its emphasis is not 
on gaining experience but receiving instruction. An 
older person may even need to be rebuked by a 
younger person. True, he must not be rebuked harshly 
or sharply- he is to be exhorted or appealed to, but 
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the fact remains that sometimes older people need to 
be corrected (1 Tim. 5: 1,19,20). Ecclesiastes 4:13 says 
a child may be wise and a king may be foolish (an old, 
and, no doubt, experienced king). 

Please don't misunderstand. We usually do be
come wiser as we get older. But age and experience 
do not automatically make a person wiser than oth
ers. Each age has its temptations and trials, and one 
of the temptations of old age is thinking, "I've seen it 
all, I've done it all, now I know it all." Actually, just 
the opposite is true. The truly wise person is rather 
humble about his wisdom and understanding. The 
truly wise person recognizes that he doesn't know it 
all and can learn from others. He knows that in the 

"multitude of counselors there is safety" (Prov. 
11:14; 15:22; 24:6). He heeds Proverbs 3:5: "Lean 
not to thine own understanding." He knows that 
"the way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he 
that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise" (Prov. 12: 15). 

He turns to others, especially to God, for help 
and instruction: "The fear of the Lord is the begin
ning of wisdom" (Prov. 1:7; 9:10). 

The humility of wisdom - we can't be wise 
without being humble, without recognizing first our 
need for God, and secondly our need for others. 
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Endurance Steadfastness 
Perseverance 

By Roy Deaver 

•Matthew 24:13. "But the one who endures to 
the end, it is he who shall be saved." 

•Mark 13:13. "And you will be hated by all on 
account of My name, but it is the one who has en
dured to the end who will be saved." 

• Luke 9:62. "But Jesus said to him, No one, af
ter putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God." 

•John 10:27-28. "My sheep hear My voice, and 
I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal 
life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one 
shall snatch them out of My hand." 

•Acts 2:42. '~d they were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellow
ship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer." 

•Acts 14:21-22. "And after they had preached 
the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra and to !conium and to Anti
och, strengthening the souls of the disciples, and say
ing, Through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God." 

• Romans 8:38-39. "For I am convinced that nei
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
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shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

• 1 Corinthians 15:58. "Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is 
not in vain in the Lord." 

•1 Corinthians 16:13. "Be on the alert, stand 
firm in the faith, act like men, be strong." 

• Galatians 6:9-10. '~d let us not lose heart in 
doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do 
not grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all men, and especially to those 
who are of the household of the faith." 

• Ephesians 6:17-20. '~d take the helmet of sal
vation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God. With all prayer and petition pray at all times 
in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with 
all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and 
pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me 
in the opening of my mouth, to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 
ambassador in chains, that in proclaiming it, I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak." 

• Philippians 1:27. "Only conduct yourselves in 
a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so that 



whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may 
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel; in no way alarmed by your opponents -
which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salva
tion for you, and that, too, from God." 

• Colossians 1:23-24. "But I am hard pressed 
from both directions, having the desire to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is very much better, yet to re
main on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake." 

• Colossians 2:5. "For even though I am absent 
in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoic
ing to see your good discipline and the stability of 
your faith in Christ." 

•1 Thessalonians 5:21-22. "But examine every
thing carefully; hold fast to that which is good; ab
stain from every form of evil." 

• 2 Thessalonians 3:13. "But as for you, breth
ren, do not grow weary of doing good." 

• 1 Timothy 6:13-14. "I charge you in the pres
ence of God ... that you keep the commandment 
without stain of reproach, until the appearance of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

• Hebrews 2: 1. "For this reason we must pay 
much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we 
drift away from it." 

• .Hebrews 3:6. "But Christ was faithful as a Son 
over His house, whose house we are, if we hold fast 
our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until 
the end." 

•Hebrews 3:14; 4:14; 12:1. "For we have be
come partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning 
of our assurance firm unto the end; ... Since then we 
have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession." 

• Hebrews 10:23-25. "Let us hold fast the con
fession of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful; and let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good deeds; not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all 
the more, as you see the day drawling near." 

•James 1:12. "Blessed is a man who perseveres 
under trial; for once he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord has prom
ised to those who love Him." 

• James 5:11. "Behold, we count those blessed 
who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job, 
and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that 
the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful." 

•1 Peter 1:3-5. "Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable 
and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be re
vealed in the last time." 

•1 Peter 5:8-9. "Be of sober spirit, be on the 
alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a 
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist 
him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same expe
riences of suffering are being accomplished by your 
brethren who are in the world. And after you have 
suffered for a little, the God of Grace, who called 
you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself per
fect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. To Him 
be dominion forever and ever. Amen." 

• 2 Peter 1:10-12. "Therefore, brethren, be all 
the more diligent to make certain about His calling 
and choosing you; for as long as you practice these 
things, you will never stumble; for in this way the 
entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to 
you. Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind 
you of these things, even though you already know 
them, and have been established in the truth which is 
present with you." 

• 2 Peter 3: 17. "You therefore, beloved, knowing 
this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried 
away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from 
your own steadfastness; but grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eter
nity. Amen!" 

Conclusion 
"Be loyally faithful unto death! That is- even if you 
must die for it! And I will give you the Crown of 
Life" (Rev. 12:3). ''And the teachers and those who 
are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firma
ment; and those who turn many to righteousness ... 
shall give forth light like the stars, for ever and ever" 
(Dan. 12:3). 
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Titles 
By Jim Mullican 

M en have always loved titles that sound im
pressive. Herod Antipas was son of the 
Herod who tried to kill Jesus shortly af

ter his birth. When his father died in March of 4 
B.C., Antipas received a portion of his father's king
dom from Caesar Augustus along with the title, 
"Tetrarch of Galilee and Peres." He ruled in that ca
pacity for some 43 years, under Augustus and his 
successor, liberius. When Tiberius died in A.D. 37, 
he was succeeded by his nephew, Gaius, commonly 
known as Caligula. Caligula counted among his 
longtime friends a nephew of Antipas, Herod 
Agrippa I, whom he appointed to rule part of his 
grandfather's old kingdom with the title of "King." 
Antipas, filled with jealousy, asked Caligula to also 
give him the title of "King," but instead Caligula de
posed him and gave his territory to Agrippa. The de
sire for a title to exalt him resulted in his ruin and 
subsequent death. 

Jesus was pretty strong in condemning those who 
vied with one another for religious titles of honor 
and prestige. In Matthew 23:5-12, as he points out 
the foibles of the scribes and Pharisees, he condemns 
them for wanting seats of honor, recognition, and re
ligious titles such as "rabbi," "master," or "instruc
tor." He goes on to strictly charge his disciples not to 
be like that, pointing out "The greatest among you 
shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever ·humbles himself will be ex
alted" (Matt. 23: 11-12, ESV). 

Gospel preachers in times past have often 
pointed out how this teaching of Jesus condemns the 
use of such religious titles as "Father," "Reverend," 
"Very Reverend," "Right Reverend," and "Most 
Reverend," which do nothing but promote ego and 
pride. We have generally been content to refer to one 
another as brothers and sisters. Elders, deacons, and 
preachers have worn no religious titles, being simply 
called by their names, but this seems to be changing. 

In a recent publication I received, several preach
ers of different congregations were referred to as 
"Senior Minister." One large congregation not long 
ago brought in a young man, 28 years old, as "Senior 

10 :1:1 Found;~~! 

Minister." It would have been ludicrous if it had not 
been so tragic. 

Perhaps this seems like a natural outgrowth of 
the trend to multiply "ministries" over the last three 
or four decades, with various men working as pulpit 
ministers, youth ministers, outreach ministers, family 
ministers, counseling ministers, and visitation minis
ters. Since the apostles used titles of a sort to desig
nate themselves as apostles, elders and preachers 
(Rom. 1:1; 1 Pet. 5:1; 1 Tim 2:7; 2 Tim 1:11), it 
seems acceptable to do the same today. If a man 
serves the youth of the congregation, call him a min
ister. If he serves in the pulpit regularly, call him a 
minister or evangelist. But let us not seek titles of 
honor and prestige to give us status above others. 

Perhaps we need to spend more time with the 
word and less time with the world. To borrow the 
words of our late brother, J.D. Tant, "Brethren, we 
are drifting." 1301 Sheldon Rd. 
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Studies in the Pre-Literary Prophets 
By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

Abraham the Intercessor 

T he teaching of Israel's writing prophets is that of being the deliverer of the Lord's message. His 
widely recognized as some of the most el- words came from without himself, not by the process 
evating material of the Old Testament. of study or meditation. His driving force was God's 

Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are espe- spirit: "Men of God spoke as they were moved by 
dally rewarding to study. the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :21). Dreams, visions, and 

But prophecy has a long and honored history in auditions all played a role in the revelation the 
Israel before these great servants of the Lord ap- prophet received (Heb. 1: 1). 
peared on the scene. In fact, we know little of these The clearest definition of a prophet is found in 
writing prophets as personalities though we have Exodus 4:14-15 and 7:1 where Moses, when called, 
collections of the oracles they left. One could not complains that he cannot talk. The Lord then tells 
write a biography of any of them. Only Jonah (2 him that Aaron will be his prophet. Moses shall put 
Kings 14:25) and Isaiah (2 Kings 19:2) of the pre-ex- his words in Aaron's mouth, and Aaron shall speak 
ilic figures are mentioned in the historical books, them to the people and to Pharaoh. ·Later the Lord 
while only Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1; 6:14) of says to Jeremiah, "I have put my words in your 
the post-exilic ones are mentioned in post-exilic mouth" Oer. 1:9). And he said to him, "You shall be 
sources. It is strange that we know more of the as my mouth" Oer. 15:19). The prophet was an im-
prewriting prophets as personalities than we do of portant instrument in the revelation of God's will. 
these writing figures, while we know less of their God spoke through the prophets (He b. 1: 1). 
oracles. Sometimes they were active in only one or Less widely recognized is the fact that the 
two events. prophet had other tasks, one of which is that of in-

Students usually think of prophecy arising in Is- tercession, and it is about that task that this lesson is 
rael with Samuel. That idea likely in part comes from concerned. 
interpreting Acts 3:24 which speaks of "Samuel and Abraham is the first person in the Bible who is 
those who came afterward"; but there are significant specifically called a prophet (Gen. 20:7). It is in con-
figures called prophets earlier than Samuel. nection with one of the blots on Abraham's life that 

The Hebrew verb meaning "to prophesy" is this statement is made. Abraham had attempted to 
thought to have as its basic import one called to his safeguard his life in Egypt by the deception that Sa-
task. The prophet did not inherit his position from rah was his sister rather than his wife (Gen. 12:10-
his father as the priest or Levite did. He did not vol- 20). Pharaoh took Sarah into his house, but the Lord 
unteer himself for service, nor was he selected by the intervened, the ruse was exposed, and Pharaoh sent 
community. No special prior training prepared him Abraham and all that he had on their way. 
for his task. He was divinely selected and called. What had worked once could work again. The 

One needs to free his thinking of the popular same story was later told to Abimelech, king of Gerar 
misconception that the prophet's primary task was (Gen. 20:1-17). Abimelech took Sarah; but the Lord 
that of predicting the future. We reflect that miscon- revealed to Abimelech that he had been deceived. He 
ception when we say, "I am no prophet." There is had taken a man's wife. The Lord by the revelation 
some prediction in prophecy, but the basic original had kept Abimelech from sinning. The Lord told 
meaning even of the English word prophet is one Abimelech that Abraham was a prophet, and he in-
who speaks for another. He may speak of the past, structed him to have Abraham pray for him that he 
present, or future. The prophets were men of their might live. 
times speaking about the problems of their day. Our Here the prophet had the role of praying to the 
problems are related; their message is relevant to us. Lord in behalf of another person - the role of being 

The most prominent role for the prophet was an intercessor. In all matters, one seeks in an inter-
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cesser one who has a better relation with the one to 

whom appeal is made than he himself has. Otherwise 
one might as well speak for himself. As a child one 
sometimes asked his mother to appeal to his father 
for something he did nor think he cou ld get for him
self. Or he may ask a father to appeal to a mother. 
One may ask a friend to speak in his behalf to an
other friend who has something he wants. Obviously, 
Abraham's relationship to the Lord was better than 
that of Abimelech. Abraham had a covenant with the 
Lord and had promises from the Lord. 

Abraham's plea for Abimelech is not the only ex
ample of Abraham's role as intercessor though else
where he is not elsewhere specifically call ed a 
prophet. He is best known in this role in connection 
with Lot and Sodom. As Abraham was at the oaks of 
Mamre, three men stopped by his tent, were his 
guests, and the Lord made known to him his inten
tion to investigate conditions in Sodom. Abraham 
thought of his nephew Lot who had moved into So
dom. 

With the plea, "Shall not the judge of all the 
earth do right?" (Gen. 20:25), Abraham asked if the 
Lord would destroy the righteous with the wicked. 
He first proposed that the Lord spare the city if 50 
righteous persons were found there. W hen he had 
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the Lord's agreement, he realized that likely 50 
would not be found . H e reduced the number by five, 
and then by five more. Afterward, from 40 he went 
to 30, to 20, and finally down to 10. What an inter
cession it was though at the end it proved to be fu
tile! The ten could not be found . Lot was spared, and 
with his daughters fled from the city, but the city was 
destroyed. 

Abraham's intercession is not the only prophetic 
intercession in the Old Testament. In four cases, at 
Pharaoh's request, Moses entreated the Lord (Exod. 
4:[4-11]8-15; 8 :[21-28]25-32; 9:27-25; 10:16-20) . 

When Israel had made the golden calf at the base 
of Mt. Sinai, Moses broke the tables of the law he 
had received on the mountain; he took the calf, 
ground it to powder, and sca ttered the powder on 
the water the people had to drink (Exod. 32: 19-20). 
Most impressive is his confession and plea to the 
Lord: ''Alas, this people have sinned a great sin; they 
have made for themselves gods of gold. But now, if 
you will forgive their sin - and if not, blot me, I 
pray you, out of the book which you have written" 
(Exod. 32:31). 

When the Lord later threatened not to go to the 
Promised Land among the people, Moses pled with 
him (Exod. 33:3, 12-17). 

Moses is also seen in the intercession role when 
Miriam and Aaron spoke against him in the desert 
because of the Cushite woman he had married 
(Num. 12: 1). Miriam in punishment was smitten 
with leprosy. Aaron pled with Moses in Miriam' s be
half, and Moses pled with the Lord, "Heal her, 0 
God, I beseech you." After Miriam completed the ac
tions the Lord specified for her, she was restored 
(Num. 12: 13-15). 

The same sort of despe rate intercession as that 
done by Moses at Sinai is seen when Israel had ac
cepted the report given by the ten spies at Kadesh 
about Israel's inabi lity to enter the land while reject
ing the report of J oshua and Caleb. The Lord threat
ened to destroy Israel and to make of Moses a nation 
greater and mightier than they (Num. 14 :13-14). 
Moses in this desperate condition appealed to what 
in the Old Testament is the Lord's tender nerve. He 
pointed our that such action as proposed would give 
the nations wrong conceptions about the Lord's 
power. They would think he had brought Israel into 
the desert bur could not bring them into the land he 
had promised. God is concerned not to leave wrong 
impressions. Moses pled that the Lord would for
give; and the Lord pardoned Israel. 



Vision (chazon; 1 Sam. 3: 1) was rare in Samuel's 
time. He hesitated to tell Eli of his own vision 
(marah; 1 Sam. 3: 15). He has the role of a seer (1 
Sam. 9:9, 11). The prophet Samuel was renowned 
for his powers of intercession. He prays for the 
people as they gathered at Mizpah; the result was a 
victory over the Philistines (1 Sam. 7:5-11). 

At S~muel's retirement from judgeship, the 
p~ople requested of him, "Pray for your servants to 
the Lord your God, that we not die; for we have 
added to all our sins that evil, to ask for ourselves a 
king" (1 Sam. 12: 19). Samuel's response was, ''As for 
me, far be it from me that I should sin against the 
Lord by ceasing to pray for you; and I will instruct 
you in the good and right way" (1 Sam. 12:23 ). 

Samuel later cried to the Lord all night at the re
jection of Saul (1 Sam. 15: 11, 35). 

Samuel's intercessory powers became legendary. 
The Lord told Jeremiah that though Moses and Sam
uel stood before him yet his hand would not be 
turned toward the people Uer. 15: 1). The Psalmist 
lists Samuel among those who call on the Lord's 
name (Ps. 99:6). 

The unnamed prophet at Bethel interceded for 
the withered hand of Jeroboam (1 Kings 13:1-6). 
Elijah by prayer restored the life of the son of the 
widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:17-24). Elisha 
prayed for the child of the Shunamite (2 Kings 4:32-
35). 

Amos pled with the Lord over the vision of lo
custs (Amos 7: 1-3) and over the vision of the fire 
(Amos 7 :4-6), and in each case the Lord relented. 
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Isaiah interceded for Hezekiah when the 
Assyrian commander was demanding surrender (Isa. 
37:1-7). The servant of the Lord in Isaiah intercedes 
(paga} for transgressors (Isa. 53: 12). 

Though intercession was a part of the work of a 
prophet, this privilege was denied the prophet Jer
emiah in the last days of the Judean kingdom. Jer
emiah had a deep love for his people. He is explicit 
that he had not desir.ed the doom of the people 
which the Lord had commissioned him to proclaim 
U er. 17: 16). But the Lord instructed him, "As for 
yo~, do not pray for this people, or lift up cry or 
prayer for them, and do not intercede with me, for I 
do not hear you" Uer. 7:16; 11:14; 14:11; 15:1). 

The Lord instructed Jeremiah that though Moses 
and Samuel stood before the Lord - both famous 
for their intercession - the Lord's heart would not 
be turned toward the Judean people Uer. 15: 1). 

Despite the prohibition of intercession, Jeremiah 
could not refrain from pleading with the Lord for his 
people. He said, "Remember how I stood before you 
to speak good for them, to turn away your wrath 
from them" Uer. 18:20). He had interceded for his 
enemies Qer. 19:19-20) but also asked for vengeance 
on them. The king Zedekiah asked for his prayers 
Uer. 37:1-17). 

Jeremiah's plea concerning the prophets in Baby
lon who were predicting only a brief exile was, "If 
they are prophets, and if the word of the Lord is with 
them, then let them intercede with the Lord of hosts, 
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that the vessels which are left in the house of the 
Lord, in the house of the king of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem not go to Babylon" Uer. 27:18). When 
asked to pray when the commanders came to him af
ter the murder of Gedaliah, he yielded to their re
quest Ger. 42:1-6). The Apocrypha relates an alleged 
vision in which Jeremiah (even after his death) is in
terceding for Jerusalem (2 Mace. 15:14). 

Jeremiah's contemporary, Ezekiel, also found 
conditions so degenerate that the ears of the Lord 
were closed to prayers. The Lord informed Ezekiel 
that even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in the coun
try they would not deliver sons or daughters but 
could only deliver themselves by their own righ
teousness (Ezek. 14:14, 20). Job had offered sacri
fices for his children lest they had sinned Gob 1 :5). 
He also prayed for his friends who had argued erro
neously about God Gob 42:8-9). 

Ezekiel pleads over the decree of slaughter of 
Jerusalem: "Ah Lord God! Will you destroy all that 
remains of Israel in the outpouring of your wrath 
upon Jerusalem?" (Ezek. 9:8). 

When Pelatiah (the opposing prophet) dropped 
dead, Ezekiel, falling down upon his face, uttered the 
plea to the Lord, ''Ah Lord God! will you make a full 
end of the remnant of Israel?" (Ezek. 11:13 ). He sees 
the false prophets as failing to go up into the 
breaches of the city (Ezek. 13 :5). 

One of the traits of the Servant of the Lord de
scribed by Isaiah is, "He made intercession for the 
transgressors" (lsa. 53:1-12). Paul writing to Timo-
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thy describes the Christ as the one mediator between 
God and the people (1 Tim. 2:5). That leaves no 
place for any other whether Mary, Mohammed, or 
whom ever. The Epistle to the Hebrews describes 
Christ as the mediator of the new covenant (Heb. 
8:6; 9:15; 12:24). As the great high priest he always 
lives to make intercession (He b. 7 :25). 

The prayer life of Jesus while on earth is charac
terized by concern for others. He prayed. that the 
faith of Peter not fail (Luke 22:32). In the Gospel of 
John the prayer of chapter 17 is an intercessory 
prayer for his disciples and for those who believe 
through their word. On the cross, his prayer for 
those crucifying him was, "Father, forgive them for 
they do not know what they do" (Luke 23:34). 

Though the church in the Apostolic period had 
its prophets, modern Christians are not~ prophets; 
nevertheless, the duty of intercession is theirs. A 
study of the teaching of prayer will reveal that there 
is more about "for whom should we pray" than there 
is about "for what should we pray." First, there are 
governmental figures: 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all men, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way 
(1 Tim. 2: 1-2). 

There is prayer for preaching figures . (1 Thess. 
5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1; Heb. 13:8), for those who are 
sick Games 5:13-14), for one who has sinned Qames 
5: 16), and for those who abuse you (Matt. 5 :44; 
Luke 16:27). 

The church in Jerusalem was praying for Peter, 
and the Lord delivered him from prison (Acts 
12: 12). Paul mentions his prayer for the Jewish 
people (Rom. 10: 1). One is reminded of the many al
lusions in Paul's letters to the fact that he is praying 
for his readers (Phil. 1:4; Col. 1:3). One may recall 
how many times Paul asked that his readers pray for 
him (2 Cor. 1:11; Phil. 1:4, 19; Col. 4:3; Philem. 
22). He mentions Christians praying for other Chris
tians (2 Cor. 9:14). He exhorts the Ephesians to 
make supplication for all the saints as well as for 
himself (Eph. 6:18, 19). 

We are not called to be the Lord's prophets; we 
do not have the gift of prophecy; but intercession 
which prophets did is an important work for all 
Christian people. 
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Why Does God Allow War? 
By Alan Caudle 

°From whence come wars and fightings among you?" (James 4:1 ). 

As America is engaged in a war on terror, ques- ing the consequences of sin and God's dealings with 
tions arise as to why God allows nations to man). 
rise up against other nations, producing The answer to our question might be better un-

death and destruction of man by his fellowman. Why derstood by observing the problem from several 
does he not prevent it? It is good to ask such ques- points of view. When considering the fact that God 
tions, especially in view of the truth taught by our certainly has the power to prevent war, it must first 
Lord's word versus views held by those concerned be realized that many people, having the wrong con-
with the subject at hand. cept of God and his word, are perplexed when their 

There are two distinct attitudes exhibited in dis- thoughts and beliefs differ from the teachings con-
cussions of the topic of war and religion. The first tained in the Bible. The truth is that God has always 
position is adopted by those who see war as an activ- been very much aware of war and, as was the case in 
ity almost wholly apart from God. If, it might be Matthew 24:6-7, warned his children of its ap-
asked, war is entirely a product of the human plane proach: 
(and thus, man's problem, brought about by politi- And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: 
cal, economical, psychological, and philosophical see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 

must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For 
reasons), how does it affect Christians and their in- · h 11 · · · d k' d nation s a nse agamst nation, an mg om 
volvement in the matter? against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 

The second attitude asks not how war affects pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
man, but how it is to be fitted into God's sovereignty It should be realized that, in this passage, the 
and his established laws in governing man and his Lord was referring to the events leading up to the 
world. This, naturally, leads to the initial inquiry: imminent fall of Jerusalem, but nonetheless, he did 
"Why does God allow or permit war?" nothing to stop the oncoming destruction. In fact, 

Before considering the matter in light of God's one might search the scriptures to find if God has 
truth, we should assume the premise that those ask- ever promised to prevent or prohibit war. 
ing the question can be classified into three catego- Yet, we seem to expect him to prevent it, giving 
ries: (1) Individuals who ask in a defiant or arrogant as our reason that war is sinful. But the underlying 
manner, as if to suggest that there is either no God or cause for our expectation might actually be our de-
that he is not a God of love. This position clearly 
comes from a lack of reverence and understanding of 
our Heavenly Father and his word. (2) Another cat
egory is comprised of pious individuals ... those who 
are devout and interested in the welfare of their 
souls and the salvation of others. But even though 
they live and love the word as from above, they may, 
when war comes, wonder why God would allow it. 
(3) There is also a third group, made up of those who 
believe in God, but consider only the loving aspect of 
his dealings with man. These are individuals whose 
ideas spring more from sentimental feelings rather 
than the truth, ~esulting in the view that a loving 
God ·would not nor could not punish any person, ei
ther in this life or the world to come (which, of 
course, ignores a number of biblical truths concern-
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sire for a state of peace and the feeling that we have a 
right to that peace. There is, however, a problem 
with this line of thinking. We may take for granted 
that we have a right to peace, without considering its 
real value and function. In considering such passages 
as 1 Timothy 2:1-2 ("Exhort therefore, that, first of 
all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all 
that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty."), it 
should be evident that our real desire for peace 
should be that we might have the fullest opportunity 
to live holy and godly lives in this present world, cer
tainly a worthy ambition for all those who love and 
strive to be what God wants them to be. 

Finally, those familiar with the word of God 
should agree, and rightly so, that war is a result of sin. 
And if that is the case (which it is), then requesting that 
God prohibit war would be asking him to do the same 
for other sins ... something that would be contrary to 
his teachings. The fact of the matter is that God allows 
things such as war so that men may bear the conse
quences of their sins. "Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap" (Gal. 6:7). 

The question that really needs asking is not, "Why 
does God allow war?"- but rather, "Why does God 
not allow the world to destroy itself entirely in its in-
iquity and its sin?" 400 Valencia Dr. #1223 

Maumelle, AR 72113 
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In Defense of Jesus Deity: 
a Study of John 5:17-47 

By Andrew D. Erwin 

D uring the Galilean portion of our Lord's 
ministry he found himself having to defend 
his Deity to an irate group of Pharisees. 

This defense is the topic of our present study, and we 
should note that this present work could in no way 
exhaust the many valuable and rich lessons that 
could derive from these few verses of sacred writ. 

Our study shall begin with a brief review of 
verses 16 and 18 of John 5. In these two verses we 
see an increasing resentment on the part of the Jews 
(namely the Pharisees) for Jesus. Verse 16 reveals to 
us the bitterness they had towards him for his heal
ing on the Sabbath, which occurred at Bethesda in 
Jerusalem (5: 1-9); and thus violated their strict inter
pretation of the scripture (v. 10). [Of course we 
know that Christ violated no command, only their 
strict understanding of God's commands (cf. Luke 
6:6-11).] Their resentment in verse 18 can be attrib
uted to Christ's description of God as My Father (vv. 
17-18). In essence, they were questioning our Lord's 
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Deity. Basically they were saying, "What right does 
he have to call God 'My Father'?" This tirade is 
seemingly what provoked Christ's forthcoming les
son, the topic of our study. 

Because they were questioning his Deity, the Sav
ior affirms to them why he is able to refer to God as 
"My Father." He begins to do so by stating, "[t]he 
Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something 
He sees the Father doing" (v. 19a). Next, he gives us 
four statements (each beginning with "for" as an in
troduction to each statement) which enlighten us as 
to his relationship with his Father (cf. vv. 19b-22). 
These statements concern (1) the example of the Fa
ther to the Son (v. 19b); (2) the Father's love for the 
Son (v. 20a); (3) the Father's working in and witness 
of the Son through miraculous deeds (vv. 20b-21); 
(4) the Father's placing of judgment into the hand of 
the Son (v. 22). To deny what Jesus was doing was a 
denial of the Father. Jesus then explained that these 
things were not being done without a greater pur
pose in mind, which was that all would come to 
honor the Son just as they honor the Father (v. 23). 

From casually reading this portion of our· study 
(in particular v. 23) we can certainly ascertain that 



we have the responsibility to rebuke any teacher that 
would treat Jesus as being anything less than Divine. 
For this cause I must take issue with one Lonzo 
Pribble, whose book Theology Simplified is anything 
but. It is nothing more than a regurgitation of the 
doctrinal heresy that has been proclaimed for the last 
century by the religious cult known as the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. I must also state my shame and disap
pointment in Star Bible for publishing something so 
contrary to the words spoken by our Savior here in 
the 23rd verse of John chapter five. 

The thought of the coming resurrection and 
judgment is the next matter Jesus used in order to 
confirm his Deity (vv. 24-29). The coming judgment 
is going to be based upon his word (v. 24) and our 
obedience to him (v. 29). Can you imagine the hate 
that was boiling in the hearts of these Pharisees as 
Jesus explained his authority to them? If these reli
gious scholars were going to be saved and thus resur
rected to enjoy eternal life, it was going to be by 
obeying the word of Jesus. We should also take a 
moment to remind ourselves that the coming resur
rection will be universal. Not only will the righteous 
hear his voice, but also the wicked. Truly we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ to be judged 
according to our deeds (cf. 2 Cor. 5:10). This will be 
done according to the authority which was given to 
him by the Father (v. 27). And this authority should 
be proof enough for anyone to accept the Deity of 
the risen Savior. 

How do we know for certain that these things 
will come to pass just as Christ has said? We know 
because of the testimony God gave concerning him 
(vv. 30-32). Once in a Wednesday night class a 
brother asked something like, "How can we fault 
these Pharisees for not accepting Jesus? Weren't they 
looking for an earthly king?" I believe this is the very 
misunderstanding that Jesus is trying to clarify in this 
discourse. He is explaining to them that if they 
would simply try to see what was taking place they 
would see that God was bearing him witness 
throughout his ministry. God also sent the messenger 
in the person of John the baptist to testify about 
Jesus (v. 33-35). Remember, John himself was a ful
fillment of prophecy (Isa. 40:3-5; Mal. 3:1-3). God 
also allowed Jesus to have the witness of mighty 
deeds (v. 36), which also was a fulfillment of proph
ecy (lsa. 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-19). It was rather irre
sponsible of these Jews to believe that these works 
were not being accomplished by the power of God. 
Finally, we have the testimony of God himself as was 

revealed in the Old Testament scriptures (v. 37a). 
These most trusted scriptures needed to be searched 
again because these most esteemed teachers of the 
Law had missed the point. This is certainly not the 
only time that Jesus would admonish these people to 
learn (i.e. Matt. 9:13; 24:32). In giving this instruc
tion to "search the scriptures" and to recognize all 
that was transpiring Jesus is not trying to isolate him
self from these people, rather he is trying to save 
them (v. 34). 

This testimony which God had given should have 
been clear to such students of the word as were the 
Pharisees. These scriptures that they esteemed so 
much testified of Christ. They were not going to be 
able to side-step the Deity of Jesus no matter where 
they turned. This is certainly true today. God's testi
mony is seen everywhere we turn. His evidences have 
always been available to the one who hungers and 
thirsts for righteousness. However for these Phari
sees, clear the message was not. For this reason Jesus 
would severely rebuke and reprove them (vv. 3 7b-4 7). 
He would conclude by saying that Moses would in
deed testify against them. Why? Because Moses testi
fied about Christ (cf. Gen. 3:15; 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 
49:10; Deut. 18:15,18; cf. John 1:45; Acts 26:22-
23), and for them to reject him they would have to 
reject the words of Moses, which to them were the 
words of eternal life (cf. v. 39). [We should also note 
that Jesus provides for us in this testimony the true 
authorship of the Pentateuch, Moses. If we deny this 
to be true then we might as well deny everything at
tributed to and spoken by Jesus.] 

His discourse concludes in verse 4 7 with this 
simple, yet logical question, "But if you do not be
lieve his writings, how will you believe My words?" 
Moses was a prophet, and if they were not going to 
believe the words of one whom they trusted for cer
tain to be a prophet, then they would not believe the 
one who was now speaking to them as a prophet. In 
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other words, if they were not going to humbly return 
to the scriptures and search them diligently to see 
whether or not these things were so, then subse
quently, Jesus could do nothing for them. 

As Christians we can gain hope from this passage 
of scripture. From it we can learn of the authority of 
the Savior, his desire to save us, the evidence that 

proves his Deity to us, and the reality of his coming 
again to gather his brethren (Heb. 2:17-18). With 
this knowledge in mind may we always be encour
aged to come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need (Heb. 4: 16). 7103 Varden Ct. 

Fairview, 1N 37062 
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Today's Philosophy 
By Paul D. Wells 

Agentleman once commented: "The Bible says 
that we are all sinners. I'm going to live how 
I want to live and when it's time for me to 

die I'll just ask God to forgive me. Who knows, he 
might just let me into heaven." 

The philosophy mentioned here is very popular 
today and more and more people are lead astray by 
this form of thinking. The verse the gentleman was 
referring to is Romans 3:23 "for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God" (NKJV). We are all sin
ners, but that is no reason for mankind to just throw 
up our hands and quit trying to be righteous. 

Friends, Christianity is a serious matter! When 
someone is ready to repent of his or her sins and be 
buried with the Lord in baptism, that person better 
be in it for the long haul. Being a Christian means a 
lifetime full of change and of repentance and the 
only way one will have the knowledge necessary to 
be a faithful Christian is through the study and appli
cation of the word of God. 

As we read the Word of our Lord we will find 
passages that tell us what we can and cannot do in 
order to be pleasing to him. We find encouragement to 
resist the temptations to sin throughout the Bible. In 
James 1:12 we are told: "Blessed is the man who en
dures temptation; for when he has been approved, he 
will receive the crown of life which the Lord has prom
ised to those who love Him" (NKJV). Again, in Ro
mans 6:1-2 we read, "What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! 
How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?" 
First Corinthians 15:33 admonishes, "Do not be de
ceived: Evil company corrupts good habits." From 
these few verses we are encouraged not to sin and to 
stay away from those who could cause us to stumble. 

18 ~~~Found;~~! 

In fact, the Bible states in Romans 6:3-4: "Or do 
you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? There
fore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life." This text reminds Christians that we 
are to walk in "newness of life." We are to change 
our lives and put off the old man of sin and not fol
low that path any longer. "For if we sin willfully after 
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins" (Heb. 10:26). 
When we start to feel lazy and slouch in our respon
sibilities as Christians, we need to remember the 
words of our Lord from Matthew 7:13-14, "Enter by 
the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction and there are many who 
go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is 
the way which leads to life, and there are few who 
find it." 

When we who are Christians start to backslide, 
and we begin thinking "a little sin won't hurt." Let's 
think of our Lord and the great sacrifice made for us 
to have salvation. Let's continue to strive to change 
our lives spiritually so that we may be more pleasing 
to God, instead of mistakenly thinking we can take 
advantage of his kindness and of his grace by doing 
the things we know in our hearts are wrong. 

Remember, "He who overcomes shall be clothed 
in white garments, and I will not blot out his name 
from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name be
fore My Father and before His angels" (Rev. 3 :5). 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The place of women in society and in the 
church is being re-examined. It is obviously 
good to re-study any Bible subject . . . but 

such investigation will not change Bible teaching. 
We should be happy to look at any spiritual 

teaching and engage responsible reflection, seeing 
that we are admonished to grow in knowledge (2 Pe
t. 34: 18). In the course of such study we will develop 
a finer appreciation of Bible subjects, but the legiti
mate aim of re-thinking is to affirm basic Bible prin
ciple ... and not to change biblical dogma. 

If we enter the search to alter divine revelation 
and conform to popular philosophy, the result will 
necessarily be apostasy. 

If we engage the study to exalt sacred scripture 
and more perfectly obey God, the result will be ma
turity. 

Solomon says a virtuous woman is more valuable 
than costly gems (Prov. 31: 10). The word translated 
"virtuous" (KJV) and "worthy" (ASV) means "force" 
or "strength." She has "force . . . strength," moral 
goodness and bodily stamina - the perfect house
wife; a help meet (that is, an appropriate partner) for 
her husband; the counselor of children; she is hon
est, God-fearing, frugal, intelligent, and a good man
ger (Prov. 31: 11-31). 

New Testament writers of course concur in this 
Old Testament evaluation of a good woman ... wife 
... mother. 

In like manner, that women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel, with shamefastness and so
briety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls 
or costly raiment; but (which becometh women 
professing godliness) through good works (1 
Tim. 1:9-10). 

In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, even if any obey not 
the word, they may without the word be gained 
by the behavior of their wives; beholding your 
chaste behavior coupled with fear. Whose 
adorning let it not be the outward adorning of 

. b~:aiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, 
or of putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 

. God of great price (1 Pet. 3:1-4). 

The heart of her husband can safely trust a virtu
ous woman. "She doeth him good and not evil all the 
days of her life" (Prov. 31: 11-12). 

Good women have a profound influence on the 
quality of society. It is silent and background, but it is 
valuable and necessary. 

Jochebed made a sizeable impact for the over
all good of humanity. She was the wife of Amram 
and the mother of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. Her 
name is mentioned only two times in the Bible, but 
the courageous work of this brave woman cannot be 
over emphasized. 

She defied the king and put her baby's ark in the 
Nile. She arranged to be a nurse to her own son until 
he was perhaps 12 years of age. She taught him who 
he was and about God. 

Moses was taken from Jochebed and lived as the 
grandson of Pharaoh of Egypt for 28 years. At the 
age of 40 he identified with the slave population at 
the peril of his life. He "forsook the land of Egypt, 
not fearing the wrath of the king." 

Moses returned to the land of his birth when he 
was 8 0 years old and demanded the release of the 
captive Israelites. He brought them to Sinai and gave 
them the law of Jehovah and made them a nation. 
All the good that flows from the life of the noble 

Gender 
and Ministry 
Ralph Gilmore 
Don McWhorter 
Lynn Mitchell 
Robert Randolph 

Fread-Hardeman Forum 1990: A classic on the role 
of women in the church. Should women lead in 
worship? Lynn Mitchell and Robert Randolph 
answer yes. But Don McWhorter and Ralph Gilmore 
say that scripture forbids women having authority 
over men in worship. Speeches verbatim with 
questions and answers. pback, 0929540069 

$8.95 plus $3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

April 2004 19 
Farm Foundation 



Moses is properly credited to his devout mother, 
who "saw that he was a goodly child, and was not 
afraid of the king's commandment." 

Moses took up the cause of the slave population 
because of the lessons he learned at his mother's 
knee. 

This outstanding woman quietly served her gen
eration and helped to fulfill the promise made to 
Abraham that "in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed. Because thou hast obeyed my voice" 
(Gen. 22:18). We benefit from her inestimable sacri
fice . 

Jochebed, like Sarah, is a prime example for 
emulation by good women of every age. 

Christian women will not run to excess with the 
godless females of these perilous. ti~es. F~minist 
"change the natural use to that wh1ch IS agamst na
ture," compare the home and family to a concentra
tion camp, and deny the authority of male lead.ers. 
They are brazen and corrupt. They do not act m a 
way that becomes "women professing godliness." 

A godly woman fears her husband and shows an 
attitude of respectful submission to his authority. 
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Wives, be in subjection unto your own hus
bands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the 
head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the 
church, being himsel f the savior of the body . . But 
as the church i s subject to Christ, so let the wives 
also be to their husbands in everything; ... do ye 
also severally love each one his own wife even as 
himself; and let the wife see that she fear her 
husband (Eph. 5:22-24, 31). 

As the church loves and obeys Christ, so is the 
wife to love and obey her husband. Paul speaks of 
"the law of the husband" (Rom. 7:2). The Bible 
teaches that the man is the head of the woman. The 
Bible also teaches that Jehovah is the head of Jesus (1 
Cor. 11:3). Jesus is God just as Jehovah is God. One 
is not greater than, nor superior to, the other. Jeho
vah and Jesus are on equality (Phil. 2:6). They have 
different roles, but one is not inferior to the other. In 
much the same way, the man is the head of the 
woman, but he is not superior nor is she inferior. 
They are on equality, but they have different roles. 

The word translated "subjection" in Ephesians 
5:22, is translated "be under obedience" in 1 Corin
thians 14:34 (KJV). It means, according to W.E. 
Vine, "to put under, subdue, be obedient." 

Paul discusses the proper conduct of women dur
ing the preaching (prophesying) portion of the wor
ship of the church. He wrote, "Let the women keep 
silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak; but let them be in subjection, but as 
also saith the law" (1 Cor. 14:34). 

The apostle also discusses the relationship be-
tween men and women in his letter to Timothy: 

But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have 
dominion over a man, but to be in quietness. For 
Adam was first formed, then Eve; and Adam was 
not beguiled, but the woman being beguiled 
hath fallen into transgression (1 Tim. 2 : 12-14) . 

Paul's instructions are too plain to be misunder
stood. The word translated "keep silence" in 1 Corin
thians 14:34 means: (a) "say nothing, keep silent (b) 
stop speaking, become silent ... (c) hold one's tongue" 
(Bauer, Gingrich, and Danker, Greek-English Lexi
con, 2nd ed., p. 749). The noun form of the word is 
"silence, quiet in the sense of the absence of all noise, 
whether made by speaking or anything else." 

During the preaching part of the worship women 
must be absolutely silent. 

A woman may write articles and poems. Many of 
our religious songs were written by women, but 
women are forbidden to direct the singing (1 Tim. 
2:12). Women may write the song, and sing the song 
as a part of the congregation. Singing involves "speak-



ing ... teaching ... and admonishing one another" 
(Col. 3:16-17; Eph. 5:1 8-19). 

In singing the woman may not "teach over a 
man" (direct the song service) - this is based on 1 
Timothy 2:12 and not on 1 Corinthians 14:34, the 
latter passage refers only to the preaching portion of 
public worship. 

Liberals in the church realize that a woman is to 

be silent during the preaching segment of the wor
ship. Still, they say, "The Bible is not against women 
... standing up and speaking ... reading Scripture ... 
testifying." 

We would be much obl iged if the liberals will 
please tell us how women can do this without violat
ing both 1 Corinthians 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:12. 

Cu llen Murphy (not a member of the church) 
wrote an article for Atlantic Monthly (August 1993) 
discussing women and the Bible. He interviewed sev
eral woman doctoral students at Harvard University 
and some women archeologists and theologians with 
terminal degrees from prestigious schools. He wrote: 
"The Bible is no stranger to patriarchy. It is an 
androcentric document in the extreme." 

The grotesque nature of Murphy's article is dis
played when he admits the Bible does not support 
the idea of women in positions of rule and authority 
in the worship of the church and in the home, but 
then turns to the Bible to try to prove that women 
ought to be preachers and presbyters. In a revealing 
paragraph discussing the work of Dorothy Bass of 
the Chicago Theological Seminary, abolitionist Sarah 
Grimke, and Francis Willard of the Women's Chris
tian Temperance Union, he wrote: 
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T hei r aims, initially, were two. The first was 
to identify and critically confront passages and 
stories about women which they deemed objec
tionable - the stories, for example, of Delilah, 
in the Book of Judges, and of Jezebel, in 1 Kings. 
T he second aim was to seek out and elevate to 
greater prominence passages and stories about 
women which are positive and ennobling - for 
example, the remarkable image of Wisdom per
sonified as a woman, in Proverbs, and the stories 
of Deborah, in Judges, and of the prophetess 
Huldah, in 2 Kings. Both these trends of the 
early fem inist response to the Bible have sur
vived, in increasingly sophisticated form down 
to the present. 

The suffragist leader Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
made a contribution by means of . .. The 
Woman's Bible, the first volume of which was 
published in 1895. Though well into her eight
ies, Stanton oversaw a committee of female edi
tors who scrutinized and critically glossed every 
passage in the Bible having to do with women. 
She came to t he conclusion that little could be 
salvaged from Scripture which was fully compat
ible with the belief system of a rational modern 
feminist. 

H aving made the concession, Murphy and his 
entourage of women scholars then proceed to try to 
prove from the Bible that women are to direct public 
worship. He makes the usual and useless appeal to 
the women who witnessed the resurrection of Jesus, 
Prisca, Phoebe, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Lydia, and 
others. M.urphy then explains the Bible restrictions 
placed on women in leading the public worship of 
the church by saying, "Generally women were not 
doing the writing." 

Murphy who talked to Phyllis Trible, the author 
of two books, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, and 
Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist Readings of Biblical 
Narratives, wrote: 

It is important to recognize where Trible 
stands in a spectrum that ranges, as she ex
plained to me, [f) rom some fundamentalists who 
claim that they are feminists but say they have 
no problem with the Bible to those at the o ther 
extreme who are unwi lling to concede the Bible 
any authority at all. 

[Trible] doesn't forget for a minute, she said, 
that the Bible is a thoroughly patriarchal text .... 
She believes the Bible can be 'reclaimed' as a 
spi ritual resource for women. 

Try as they might, these female scholars cannot 
gainsay the Bible teaching that women are to recog
nize the headship of man in the home and the au
thority of man in directing the worship of the 
church. A woman is not to teach nor have authority 
over a man (1 Tim. 2:12). 
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Murphy reports that Krister Stendahl, professor 
of divinity at the Harvard Divinity School, founder 
and co-editor of the Journal of Feminist Studies in 
Religion, "began doing theology as a woman and for 
women." She concedes, "Within both Judaism and 
Christianity the patriarchal side won." She declared, 
"One must approach the texts with a hermeneutic of 
suspicion, to use a phrase that is by now a cliche in 
feminist biblical circles." 

The Bible teaches that we are to give "honor 
unto the woman." Godly women are to be feminine, 
not feminist. It does not become a woman professing 
holiness to be loud, demanding, and domineering. 
The gentle woman of grace and godliness is honored. 
She is an influence for good in society, in the home, 
and in the church. 

In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, even if any obey not 
the word, they may without the word be gained 
by the behavior of their wives; beholding your 
chaste behavior coupled with fear. Whose 
adorning let it not be the outward adorning of 
braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, 
or of putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price. For after this manner 
aforetime the holy women also, who hoped in 
God, adorned themselves, being in subjection to 
their own husbands: as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
calling him lord: whose children ye now are, if 
ye do well, and are not put in fear by any terror 
(1 Pet. 3:1-6). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Principles or Commands 
By T. Pierce Brown 

I read recently that we are not under law but un
der grace. The author reasoned, therefore we 
do not need to be bothered with any particular 

command of God, but merely understand the prin
ciple underlying that command and practice that 
principle. 

How one goes about practicing the principle 
while disregarding the command is not clear. 

The reasoning goes like this: The purpose of the 
Lord's Supper is to bring to our memory the death of 
our Lord. Whether we do it on the first day of every 
week is unimportant. 

Also, if we can remember his death as well by us-

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
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ing peanut butter and crackers as we can by using 
unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine. 

No legalistic traditionalist should convince us 
that God is interested in the little details of how the 
principle is carried out. 

God said to sing and make melody in our hearts. 
But the principle behind that is that we are to give 
God glory and praise. 

If we decide that we can give God glory and 
praise by playing a banjo, who would be so ignorant 
as to assume that God would be displeased with a 
sincere effort of his child to give him glory?" 

It is amazing to see the lengths that Satan and his 
followers will go to make void the word of God. 

We understand the importance of teaching prin
ciples that underlie commands, but to assume that if 
we find the principle, we can disregard the command 
makes both principle and command irrelevant. 

Some incidents in the Bible make clear the value 
of learning principles and the danger of ass~ming 
that we may apply the principle any way \Ve chose. 

When God told Nadab and Abihu to use holy fire 
on the altar, and they used strange fire (Leviticus 
10: 1 ), they apparently assumed the principle behind 
the command was to offer incense as a prayer to. God 



and as long as they observed the principle, they were 
free to do it any way they chose. 

Fire from God destroyed them. 
We learn from that story that when God com

mands something, he does not accept another kind 
of thing - or that principles do no t repeal com
mands. 

If and when we learn that principle, we can apply 
it anywhere ... any time. 

The Samaritan woman said to Jesus, "Our fa
thers worshiped in this mountain; and ye say, that in 
Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship" 
Uohn 4:20). 

Jesus replied, "They that worship him must wor
ship in spirit and in truth. " 

If one does not have the right attitude, he cannot 
worship God. If he does not have the right actions, 
his worship is not acceptable. 

If a person decides to worship God, then there is 
a specific way in which that worship must be offered. 

The only way we can know that our actions are 
right is that God authorized them. 

The basic principle behind this is that when God 
said how a thing is to be done, it should be done that 
way. 

Example: W hen God commanded a certain kind 
of music, no other kind is authorized. 

When God said give cheerfully, (2 Cor. 9:9), it is 
not obedience or pleasing to God to give grudgingly. 

When God says when a thing is to be done, it 
should be done at that time. 

The disciples came together on the first day of 
the week to break bread (Acts 20: 7) . 

If we could find other days upon which the first
century church assembled to break bread, those 
other days would be approved. If not, then the other 
days would no t be approved. 

It is critical for us to do the right thing - the 
thing commanded - in the right way. 

Anything else is disobedience. 
Disobedience is unbelief or sin. 

1068 Mitchell Ave. 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
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Methodist 

Congregants in the Methodist church where 
the Rev. Karen Dammann used to preach eel 
ebrated her acquittal Sunday, a day after she 

was cleared of violating church doctrine by living in 
a lesbian relationship. 

The United Methodist Church has repeatedly 
voted against loosening policies on homosexuality, 
but the response to the verdict in this small, central 
Washington town was warm. 

"I'm very pleased," said Dodie Haight, a member 
of the congregation who sat through Dammann's 
trial about ~ 5 miles away in the Seattle suburb of 
Bothell. "I don't think the jury had an easy task, but I 
think they gave it long, thoughtful, prayerful consid
eration." 

A 13-pastor jury Saturday acquitted Dammann, 
4 7, of violating a church ban on ordaining "self
avowed, practicing homosexuals." If nine jurors had 
voted to convict, Dammann could have lost her min
istry. 

Haight said she arrived at church early expecting 
protesters, but there were none. 

At one point during Sunday's service, during the 
sharing of joys and concerns, choir member Charlie 
McKinney said Dammann had taught the congrega-

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

•Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 
o Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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tion about the power of truth. 
"She did a courageous thing and a difficult 

thing," McKinney said. "She did this as a way to pull 
bricks from the age-old wall of prejudice, fear, and 
exclusion." 

But there was concern about the fallout for the 
United Methodist Church, the nation's third-largest 
denomination with 8.5 million U.S. members. 

Since the late 1980s, Pacific Northwest Method
ist leaders have petitioned for eased policies on ho
mosexuality at each of the denomination's General 
Conferences, held every four years. During past in
ternational General Conferences, most attendees 
have opposed change. The next General Conference 
begins next month. 

"I believe the vast majority of United Methodists 
are in grief and shock today. I'm personally heartbro
ken," said Patricia Miller, executive director of the 
Confessing Movement, a conservative movement 
within the United Methodist Church. 

"I think the issue is, a part of the jurisdiction has 
broken covenant with the rest of the church and has 
decided to go the way of the world, as opposed to 
being faithful to and abiding by church law." 

The conservative renewal movement, which 
claims more than 600,000 members, was formed 10 
years ago. Miller said she could not predict how the 
tensions within the denomination will play out. 

"We're just praying about what is the proper 
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response to what has occurred," said Miller, a state 
senator from Indianapolis. 

Church law prohibits the ordinatio~ of open ho
mosexuals and the church's Book of Discipline de
clares homosexuality to be "incompatible to Chris
tian teachings." However, the denomination's social 
principles support gay rights and liberties. 

Dammann, 47, declared her sexual preference in 
February 2001, when she sought a new church ap
pointment. She and her partner of nine years, 
Meredith Savage, married this month in Oregon. 
They have a 5 -year-old son. 

Dammann said she and Savage planned to stay 
out of the public eye for a few days rather than join 
her congregation, but said she hopes to return to 
Ellensburg as pastor. She's been on family leave for 
more than two years, caring for her son, who has a 
respiratory illness. 

At Sunday's service, attended by about 60 people, 
the Rev. Ron Hines, superintendent of the Pacific 
Northwest Conference's Seven Rivers District, read a 
letter from Bishop Elias Galvan of Seattle. 

"This decision will not resolve the conflict within 
the United Methodist Church, nor within the con
gregations of this conference," Galvan wrote. "As 
long as this issue is important to society, the church 
must continue to reflect theologically and biblically 
and lead in ministries of justice and peace." 

Dammann said she realizes the church has a diffi
cult time ahead of it. "For the church it means the 
beginning of another stage of the struggle," she said 
Saturday. "I'm mindful of that. This is going to be 
painful." 

Similar rifts have developed in other Christian 
denominations most notably the Episcopal Church, 
which confirmed an openly gay bishop last year. 
Since then, several conservative parishes have threat
ened to break ties with the denomination. 

"These are not easy issues to agree upon," said 
Rev. Jim Finkbeiner, who prosecuted the case against 
Dammann but said he was personally glad she won. 
"Frankly, we in the Northwest are still in the minor
ity, but it's a growing minority" (Associated Press) 
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We Need to Restore Zeal 
By Albert Gardner 

D eparture makes restoration necessary. The 
first church followed the plan of God for it 
was under the teaching and direction of the 

apostles, so it was true in worship, doctrine, and 
practice. It was not long until there was a general de
parture from the divine plan, which resulted in the 
Roman Catholic Church and all Protestant churches 
(1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Thess. 2:4-5). 

It is our aim to go back behind all of these depar
tures to restore the original church. We want to be 
the first century church in the 21 sr century. Without 
being boastful, I believe we have done a pretty good 
job in sowing the same seed to reap the same harvest. 
We teach what Jesus taught about worship Qohn 
4:24). We observe the Lord's Supper as Jesus di
rected the apostles, and as the early church practiced 
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-30). We have elders and 
deacons in each church (Acts 14:23). We teach be
lievers to repent and be baptized for the remission of 

sins (Acts 2:38). It is not that we cannot learn more 
about these things, but we have basically restored 
them. We must not relinquish what we have 
struggled to gain through the years. 

However, we need to restore the zeal of the first 
church. One thing that characterized it was the de
sire to carry out the Great Commission. We under
stand well the content and meaning of the final com
mand to the apostles. "Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matt. 
28:19). "Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). This com
mission was carried out in about a third of a century 
with no radio, Tv, printing press, or air planes. 

In A.D. 64 Paul wrote, "If ye continue in the 
faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, which was preached to 
every creature which is under heaven; wherof I Paul 
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am made· a minister" (Col. 1:23). One sign before 
the destruction o f the temple in A.D. 70, concerns 
the gospel being preached to the world. "And the 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations: and then shall 
the end come" (Matt. 24:14). Paul affirms this was 
done. O ne reason this was done is because of the zeal 
of the Chri stians. W hen Christians were sca ttered 
upon the ston ing of Stephen, Luke informs us that 
"they that were scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). 

Do we have that desire and aim ? Do we have any 
plans? It is a g reat concern that when the budget gets 
right, the first thing that is cut is mission work. Local 
evangeli sm is cut because the members are disinter
ested, so we turn inward and have one workshop af
ter another for the members. We keep teaching our
selves. Many churches no longer have gospel meet
ings because they can' t get half of the members to at
tend. Few attempts are evangelistic. 

We have the people and money to get the gospel 
to every city and village like our Lord told us to, but 
we lack the will to do it. If preachers would preach 
it, and elders would plan it, the members would sup
port it. We need fire in our bones like Jeremiah. He 
thought he had been deserted, so he decided to quit 
preaching. He said, " I will not make mention of him, 
nor speak any more in his name. But the word was in 
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mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and 
I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay" 
Uer. 20:9). 

The Jews had zeal without knowledge (Rom. 
10:1). They would "compass sea and land to make 
one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him 
twofold more the child of hell than yourselves" (Matt. 
23: 15). There are those today who run circles around 
us with their zeal for their false doctrine. A story I 
heard: One of them knocked on the door of a member 
of the church. She said "we are not interested because 
we have the truth." The reply was "If you have the 
truth, why aren't you knocking on my door?" 

Doors are opening world wide. China will allow 
peo ple to come and teach ora l English, and while 
there one can do some mission work. The door is 
gradually opening. Are we ready? Do we think they 
are lost? Do we have the zeal needed to go? Do we 
have faith in the gospel that it really does have the 
power to save? P.O. Box 146 

Marmaduke, AR 72443 
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Potpourri .•. 

A
ni_s~ellaneous mixture of things" is one defi
nttlon of Potpourri ... and that is just what 
this column is. So here we go in 04/04. 

FYI 
!~iHELENA, Mont. - The U.S . Small Business 

Administration has been ordered to pay more than 
$500,000 to a former employee who sa id her boss 
forced her to quit for refusing to go along with a 
scheme to discriminate against male workers. 

A federal judge said the agency and its director, 
Hector Barreto, should have known about the mis
treatment of Mary Conway-Jepson in the agency's 
Montana office, and failed to do anything. 

Jepson said she was asked to help in a scheme to 
rid the SBA office of what former district director Jo 
Alice Mospan considered too many male supervisors. 

When she refused, Mospan began a " lengthy, 
continuous and pervasive pattern of retaliatory treat
ment," U.S. District Judge Charles C. Lovell wrote in 
an order issued Tuesday. He sa id Jepson had no 
choice but to resign in 1997. 

Lovell ordered the SBA to pay Jepson $433,000 
in back wages, $50,000 for her emotional pain, suf
fering, inconvenience and lost enjoyment of life, and 
an undetermined amount for attorney fees. 

He also said the agency must either offer her a 
$67,000-a-year job or pay her that much in each of 
the next three years until Jepson reaches her retire
ment age of 62. 
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Majority Opposes Same-Sex Marriage 
~~'Desp i te this week's lifting of the same-sex mar

riage ban in Massachusetts, a majority of Americans 
continues to oppose same-sex marriage, and nearly 
half oppose civil unions. 

According to a FOX News poll conducted in the 
days following the Supreme Judicial Court ruling in 
Massachusetts, 66 percent of Americans oppose and 
25 percent favor same-sex marriage. These new re
sults are similar to those from August 2003, as well 
as results from 1996, when 65 percent of the public 
said they opposed allowing same-sex couples to 
marry. 

Opinion Dynamics Corporation conducted the 
national poll. 

Fully 80 percent of Republicans oppose same-sex 
marriage, as do 66 percent of independents and 55 
percent of Democrats. More men than women op
pose allowing gays to marry (72 percent and 62 per
cent respectively), and seniors are more likely than 
young adults to oppose same-sex marriage- 80 per
cent versus 54 percent (Fox News). 
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Ohio Bans Gay Marriages 
@COLUMBUS, Ohio - The Ohio Legislature 

gave final approval yesterday to one of the most 
sweeping bans on same-sex unions in the country, 
galvanized by court rulings in Canada and Massachu
setts that have declared gay marriage to be legal. 

The measure, which also would bar state agen
cies from giving benefits to both gay and hetero
sexual domestic partners, would make Ohio the 38th 
state to prohibit the recognition of same-sex unions. 
Gov. Bob Taft, a Republican, planned to sign it 
within the coming week, his office said. 

In approving the measure, the Republican-con
trolled Legislature rejected concerns raised by some 
of the state's largest corporations and colleges, in
cluding The Ohio State University, that the ban 
would hurt the state's business image and undermine 
their ability to recruit skilled workers. 

Supporters of the bill, which passed overwhelm
ingly in the House but on a closer vote in the Senate, 
argued that the measure was not meant to be dis
criminatory, but reflected their conviction - borne 
out by some polls- that most people want marriage 
defined in the traditional sense: as between a man 
and a woman. That desire has intensified, they ar
gued, in the months since courts in M assachusetts 
and Canada ruled that gays should be allowed to 
marry. 

Groups that monitor the issue said they expected 
Ohio's to be the first of many state battles this year 
over gay marriage. At least a dozen states are ex
pected to consider state constitutional amendments 
banning same-sex unions and several are expected to 
pass, those groups said. 

Conservative legislators across the country are 
also beginning to press Congress to pass a federal 
constitutional amendment defining marriage as be
tween a man and a woman. 

"The homosexual community has raised the issue 
and pushed it to the point that it has become a national 
issue," said California state Sen. William Knight, a 
Republican who opposes gay marriage. "The issue is 
here to stay, until and unless the federal government 
addresses it" (New York Times, Feb. 4, 2004). 

Save Our Trees 
@Environmentalist Mike Moody wants to con

tribute to Georgia's wildlife protection fund, but he's 
not sure he wants to do it by buying and displaying a 
license plate adorned with a bald eagle and an 
American flag. 
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Moody has nothing against eagles, yet he dislikes 
what he sees as a red-white-and-blue symbol of po
litical views he doesn't share. 

The 55-year-old outdoorsman runs a canoe and 
kayaking operation east of Athens on the Broad 
River and belongs to the river's watershed associa
tion. The state's eagle-and-flag wildlife license plate 
in December replaced a tag that for seven years was 
decorated with a bobwhite quail in a pine tree. 

"Why did [the state] pick that tag? I have friends 
who refuse to buy it because it's so rah-rah," Moody 
said. "I'm a patriot, but I'm not a gun-toting, flag
waving, Bush-loving patriot." 

Take Note 
C?i U.S. Sen. Barbara Boxer, seeking her third term 

this fall and long a champion of gay rights, publicly 
stated that she does not believe in changing state law 
to allow for the recognition of same-sex marriage. 

The announcement, which came after two Re
publican opponents challenged her on the issue, was 
a blow to some of her longtime gay and lesbian sup
porters, and demonstrated the acute political sensi
tivity of same-sex marriage in an election year. 
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For years, parents have encouraged us to write a book for 
children that teaches the truth about the coexistence of 
dinosaurs and humans. That book is now a reality. This full
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young reader. Packed with beautiful illustrations and informa
tive, easy-to- read text, this is a "must have" for those who 
want to know the truth about dinosaurs. Written on a 3rd-6th 
grade level, Dinosaurs Unleashed is one of the most fascinat
ing dinosaur books on the market. Regularly $13.95 

Special Price: $10.95 +Shipping 

Order your copy today! 

Call 1-800-234-8558 
or visit www.ApologeticsPress.org 
and click on our WebStore 
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Further ltllloul 
• Democratic Rep. Barney Frank of Massachu

setts, a leader on gay-rights issues since his election 
as the first openly gay member of Congress, criti
cized San Francisco officials for poor timing, saying 
the backlash probably would help anti-gay-marriage 
forces pass a federal constitutional ban and ones in 
individual states, including his own state, where 
same-sex marriages are slated to begin in mid-May. 
Frank, a supporter of gay marriage, said he had 
warned San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom about 
that. 

• Santa Cruz County's most liberal supervisor, 
Democrat Mardi Wormhoudt, has been the target of 
aggressive lobbying efforts to recognize gay marriage 
in the county in recent days - even though it's not 
the supervisors' decision to make. Richard Bedal, 
Santa Cruz County's elected registrar and tax collec
tor, said Wednesday that wasn't going to happen. 
"We're going to wait to see what the courts have to 

say," said Bedal, a Republican who holds the non
partisan office. Wormhoudt, who supports gay mar
riage, said she wouldn't put the item on an agenda 
until discussing the political ramifications with the 
gay and lesbian community. 

• San Francisco's Newsom fired back at detrac
tors, declaring that the equal-protection clause of 
California's constitution prohibits discrimination. 

Facts to refute the falsehoods of feminism 

~eminist 
FANTASIES 
by Phyllis Schlafly 

No assault has been more ferocious than feminism's 
40-year war against women. And no battlefield 
leader has been more courageous than Phyllis 
Schlafly, femin ism's most potent foe, exposes the 
delusions and hypocrisy behind a move ment that 
threatens our families, our economy, and our secu
rity.l -8 90626-46-5, hardcover, 256 pgs. 

Retail Price: $27.95 

-Our Price: $19.95-

plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-888-367-6216 

(Editor's note: Do not be deceived ... the homo
promos are not about to give up, but they do under
stand good PR. If Bible believers continue to put pres
sure, the queers will continue to give ground. See 
Barney Frank's comment above.) 

The Passion 
®Diane Sawyer's Primetime interview with 

Gibson dripped with an insulting condescension to
ward Christianity. 

Sawyer, brows furrowed, looking almost in a 
state of physical pain, felt free to question Gibson's 
faith with a surely-you-can't-believe-that air. As 
Gibson spoke about such things as his belief in the 
Devil and the Holy Spirit, Sawyer's face registered a 
wincing incredulity. She looked like a horrified an
thropologist who had just stumbled upon some gro
tesque religious sect. 

After Gibson said of Jesus Christ's crucifixion 
"He was beaten for our iniquities. He was wounded 
for our transgressions. And by his wounds we are 
healed. 

"That's the point of the film . It's not about 
pointing fingers; it's not about playing the blame 
game. It's about faith, hope, love and forgiveness. 
It's the reality for me. I believe that. I have to." 

Sawyer asked, "Have to?" In other words: Come 
on, Mr. Gibson, you don't have to take your faith 
quite so seriously. 

From Chiiagoland Via Earl Davis 
{9iNow we know why Michael Jackson throws 

towels and veils over his children's heads. His sister, 
Janet, might be on TV (Comment by Kathleen Parker 
in a piece called, Objections to Super Bowl Stunt 
Rooted in Adulthood). Way to go Kathleen! 

!?lit's too early to tell whether Janet Jackson's 
breast-baring stunt at the Super Bowl will have any 
lasting effect on network television. But one thing is 
certain: the intense public backlash left little doubt 
that CBS had crossed the line in a big way (Editorial, 
Chicago Tribune, Feb. 10, 2004). (Editor's note: Ob
jections by God-fearing people to public indecency 
does have some effect- think about it.) 

!?iDenis Byrne opined, Feb. 9, 2004, "If the ma
jority of Americans want to stop same-sex marriages 
from undermining the institution of marriage - as 
polls say they do - then maybe those many Ameri
cans themselves ought to start showing more respect 
for heterosexual marriage." Touche! 

!?iClarence Page, a black columnist for the Chi
cago Tribune, observed that reparations to the de-
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scendents slaves brought to this country from Africa 
is without basis in law. H e rejo iced that a Chicago 
court case had been thrown out for lack of merit 
Uan. 28, 2004). If black Americans are ever awarded 
money because their ancesto rs were mistreated, then 
what about us Irish Americans who suffered from the 
Potato Famine, and we re mistreated in New York 
City? Fair is fair. 

t?H n 1907 by weighing patients at the moment 
of death Dr. Oucan M acDougall of Haverhill, 
Ma., determined that a human soul we ighs 
21.2621423447500003 grams. The debate rages on 
and shows, as Ron Wade commenting on Mac
Dougall's experiment (Feb. 12,2004 ), "We try to over
come death in a lot of ways. No one really wants to 
think that w hen you're dead, you're dead, you're 
dead. T hat's human nature." 

·:?i Earl Davis sent a piece from his archives dated 
June 29, 2000, in which Steve Chapman concluded 
his article on partial birth abortion by say ing, "We 
would never let our acceptance of killing feruses ex
pand into a tolerance for killing babies. We're a long, 
long way fro m such barbarism. A good three inches, 
anyway." 

t?~Accord ing to a "special report" on "the struggle 
for the soul of Islam," T he Chicago Tribune, 2/8/04, 
cl aims that the following countries are more than 51 
percent Muslim- Kaza hkhstan, Algeria, Libya, Tur
key, Iraq, Iran, Afghan istan, Pakistan , Oman, Yeman, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, Chad, Mali, 

by Gwendolyn M. Webb 

The scriptures provide the pattern for the happy family. The 
author looks to that divine plan as she teaches guidelines for 
raising children in a home as God would have it. She leads the 
reader to understand how to put that plan into practice every· 
day. Comments from Or. Leila Denmark, pediatrician included. 
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Niger, Mauritania, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, and Tanzania. These countries are mainly 
in the Mid-East. The rest are ... well ... at least ... non
Muslim (by which we mean, less than half). You may 
want to consider the culture and quality of li fe in those 
countries that claim to be more than one-half Muslim, 
and those countries that are mostly "Christian." Or, 
maybe nor. The race is to the wise - and not always 
to the swift (remember the Hare and Tortoise). 

t?~Jo hn Kass reports that not one polygamist got 
married in San Francisco recently. There have been 
no three-way marriages (Feb. 18, 2004). 

\?iSean D. Hamil reports (11/14/03) that "Souled 
Out" is part of The Willow Creek Association - the 
mega-church in South Barrington that was formed by 
asking people what they liked and d idn't like about 
church. 

\?~A full page advertisement in the Chicago Tri
bu11e, paid for by homosexuals, declares (1) Gay and 
lesbian persons can and do create intimate and com
mitted relationships that are loving, life-giving, and 
life-affirming, and (2) Gay and lesbian persons con
tribute, as do all persons of good will, to the com
mon good of our society. (Editor's note: If you doubt 
that Sodomites are good and wholesome people read 
Gen. 19:1-24.) 

\?~Charles Krauthammer (Mar. 1, 2004) observes 
that since Massachusetts and San Francisco are at
tempting to force recognition and acceptance of ho
mosexual marriages that there is no alternative to a 
constitutional amendment. He argues that the United 
States Supreme Court will uphold the Full Faith and 
Credit Clause of the Constitution thereby compelling 
all other states to honor what Massachusetts Stare leg
islature is being forced to do by court edict. 
Kraurhammer says that he welco mes the debate on the 
constitutional amendment because he believes the 
homosexuals will lose and marriage will continue to 
be "had in honor." 

\?iThe United States H ouse of Representatives 
approved a measure Thursday {2/26/04) making it a 
separate offense to harm the fetus w hile committing 
a violent crime against a pregnant woman, overcom
ing objections that the legislation was intended to 
undermine abortion rights. The vote was 254-163 . 
T he bill faces a d ifficult test in the Senate. 

t?~Ne ll Minnow tells about how one of her law
yer friends spent the day at the headquarters of a re
cording company. A the end of the day her friend 
was handed a stack of the company's most popular 
new COs, all fi lled with songs about shooting 



people, selling drugs, being pimps and "gangstas" 
and raping women. The lawyer and company offi
cials were talking about how teenagers do not seem 
to understand that downloading music is wrong 
(Chicago Tribune, Mar. 2, 2004 ). 

$Eric Zorn (Mar. 3, 2004) reports that in the 
month of February the Massachusetts legislature 
failed to prohibit homosexual marriages ... San Fran
cisco begins issuing marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples . . . Mayor Richard Daly of Chicago sup
ported same-sex marriage . . . Sandoval County, 
N.M., issued 66 marriage licenses to same-sex 
couples (the licenses were invalidated the same day) 
... Cook County Clerk David Orr endorsed homo
sexual marriage on a TV talk show . . . and Rosie 
O'Donnel married her longtime girlfriend. Zorn 
then says that on March 2 the Illinois Family Insti
tute called on the State Attorney General to "clearly 
articulate and promise to uphold Illinois law" that 
marriage is between one man and one woman. The 
Attorney General, Lisa Madigan, responded by call
ing the demand "a ridiculous attempt to divert atten
tion from the serious question before us." 

1999 Freed:-Hanfeman Universi'f)' Lectures 

Hearing Wisdom's Voice -
Proverbs at tbe Millennium 
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David Bragg, Tom L. Childers, Clarence Deloach, Bill 
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Holland, Edwin S. Jones, John L. Kachelman Jr., roy 
Lanier Jr., jack P. lewis, Cecil May Jr., Basil Overton, 
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Woods, William Woodson. 
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let Older Men Teach the Younger Men- Prov. 5:1 
Integrity or Hypocrisy- Prov. 11:3 
Worship: The Changing and the Changeless 
The Value of a Good Name- Prov. 22:1 
Wisdom from Unlikely Sources - Prov. 30:24-28 
and many, many more thought-provoking lessons. 

Hardback, 451 pgs. 
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fiction 
0 Virgil Poe emailed an imaginary scene at City 

Hall in San Francisco. 
"Next" 
"Good morning. We want to apply for a mar-

riage license." 
"Names?" 
"Tim and Jim Jones." 
"Jones? Are you related? 
"Yes, we're brothers.". 
"Brothers? You can't get married." 
"Why not? Aren't you giving marriage licenses to 

same gender couples?" 
"Yes. But we haven't had any siblings. That's in

cest!" 
"Incest? No, we are not homosexual." 
"Not homosexual? Then why do you want to get 

married?" 
"For the financial benefits, of course." 
"But we're issuing marriage licenses to homo

sexual couples who've been denied equal protection 
under the law. 

"Wait a minute. Just because I'm straight doesn't 
mean I want to marry a woman. I want to marry Jim." 

'~d I want to marry Tim ... are you going to dis
criminate against us just because we are not homo
sexual?" 

Where in the Bible Willi find ... 
Vol. I 
by 1. D. Byars 
The author spent over 40 years in the radio and 
television broadcasting field working with people of 
various religious beliefs. He was asked many questions 
concerning the Word of God, most of which were of the 
"Where in the Bible will I find?" type. This Is a collection 
of insightful, scriptural, and to-the-point answers to 250 
of those questions. BKYA01 pback, 283 pgs. 

Where in the Bible Will I find ... 
Vol. 2 
by 1. D. Byars 
A continuation of Vol. 1.These 250 outstanding articles 
are instructive, confronting the conscience of the sinner 
and saint alike. Truth is defended and Christ exalted. 
The wide diversity of subjects covered so succinctly in 
his books emphasizes the depth of his knowledge and 
understanding of Scripture. Many brethren have used 
the articles in this book to teach the truth In their local 
papers. BKYA02, paperback, 348 pgs. 

$10.00 each plus shipping 
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Brawl 
OGene Edward Veith, (World magazine, 2/14/04) 

commented, "Baylor's (Baylor University, Waco, TX) 
old guard doesn't like president Robert Sloan's at
tempt to integrate faith and learning, but his plans 
may save the university from intellectual incoher
ence." Sloan seems to think that the Southern Baptist 
University can be a world-class research university 
while also strengthening its Christian identity. 

An Upgrade 
@jon Blake Cusack's newborn son may someday 

want to reboot his parents. The boy bears the name 
of his father - a self-described tech geek - but he 
isn't a "junior" or "John Blake II"; instead, he's ver
sion 2.0. 

Unwonted Support 
0 U.S. Taxpayers subsidize one-third of Planned 

Parenthood's Budget (USMax, Feb. 2004 ). Planned 
Parenthood is the chief advocate of abortion (killing 
babies). Planned Parenthood made a killing - a 
third of its income came from performing 227,385 
abortions in 2003. Outrageously, one of the state-

ments that appears at the top of Planned 
Parenthood's Web site home page claims, "We be
·lieve in acting courageously, especially as allies with 
those who have little or no voice and little or no 
power. 

You Can't SIIY rhat 
OCertain words are unacceptable under any cir

cumstances. For example, it is wrong to describe 
anyone as "illegitimate." Another word to be 
avoided is "illiterate." Instead, specify whether an in
dividual is unable to read or write, or both. Similarly, 
any word that contains the three offensive letters 
"m-a-n" as a prefix or a suffix must be rousted out of 
the language. Words like "man-hours," "manpower," 
"mankind," and man-made" are unacceptable. 

Friends? 
®Phillip Johnson, head of the intelligent design 

movement, said, "There has been more bitterness to
ward me from Christian Intellectuals, the Christian 
College Professors, than from atheists" (World, 2/7/ 
04 ). When some Christian College professors say 
"evolution is God's way of creating," Mr. Johnson 
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responds that "they've made a complete blunder and 
totally misunderstood what the theory is about, and 
they have in fact given away what they thought they 
were preserving." 

Do fell 
OThis has been attributed to W.H. Auden: "We 

are here on earth to do good to others. What others 
are here for, I do not know." 

No, No 
$WASHINGTON- The Supreme Court decided 

Wednesday to let states withhold scholarships from 
students studying theology, even when money is 
available to students studying anything else. 

The court's 7-2 ruling said the state of Washing
ton was within its rights to deny a taxpayer-funded 
scholarship to a college student who was studying to 
be a minister. 

"Training someone to lead a congregation is an 
essentially religious endeavor," Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist wrote for the court's majority. "Indeed, 
majoring in devotional theology is akin to a religious 
calling as well as an academic pursuit" 
(NewsMax.com, Feb. 25, 2004). 

Speak ••• and Be Silent 
0 It appears that the customary spine-removal 

ceremony in Episcopal consecrations is not part of 
the Mrican Rite. Mter the Episcopal Church USA 

Leetores on the Holy Spirit 
with eharts and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. Cotham confronts the false 
doctrines prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what the Bible teaches 
about the Holy Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Foxe's Book of Martyrs 
by John Foxe 

Throughout the centuries, Christians have endured times of 
persecution and death for daring to take a stand for their 
beliefs. These individuals were martyrs for the cause of 
Christ. This book shows us people who desired to correct 
and reform the religious abuses that had taken over the 
church. hb, 371 pgs. RFOX01 regularly $18.99 

$12.99 • $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

(ECUSA) affirmed an openly gay priest, the Angli
cans of Uganda formally announced that its com
munion with ECUSA had been broken. Here is a let
ter from Archbishop Livingstone Mpalanyi Nkoyoyo 
on behalf of the Anglican Church of Uganda to 
ECUSA's Presiding Bishop, Frank Griswold: "Consid
ering those things, we were shocked to receive a letter 
from you informing us of your decision to send a del
egation to the enthronement of our new Archbishop 
in january, and your intention for the delegation to 
bring aid and assistance for the people who live in 
desperate conditions in the camps in Gulu that you 
have ignored for years. Recent comments by your 
staff suggesting that your proposed visit demonstrates 
that normal relations with the Church of Uganda 
continue have made your message clear: If we fall si
lent about what you have done - promoting 
unbiblical sexual immorality - and we overturn or 
ignore the decision to declare a severing of relation
ship with ECUSA, poor displaced persons will receive 
aid. Here is our response: The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
not for sale, even antong the poorest of us who have 
no money. Eternal life, obedience to Jesus Christ, and 
conforming to his Word are more important. The 
Word of God is clear that you have chosen a course of 

Will future generations remember? 
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separation that leads to spiritual destruction. Because 
we love you, we cannot let that go unanswered. If 
)'OUr hearts remain hardened to what the Bible clearly 
teaches, and your ears remain deaf to the cries of 
other Christia11s, genuine love demands that we do 
not pretend that everything is normal. As a result any 
delegation you send cannot be welcomed, received, or 
seated. Neither can we share fellowship nor even re
ceive desperately needed resources. If, however, you 
repent and return to the Lord, it wo11ld be an occa
sioll of great joy." Repent! 

Let No Corrupt Speech ... 
~?iWASHINGTON - Two network TV execu

tives told Congress Thursday that a proposed tenfo ld 
increase in fi nes for indecency o r obscenity on the a ir 
would not deter renegade broadcasters. 

Asked by Rep. John Dingell, if a bill proposing a 
$275,000 fine per incident wo uld discourage crude 
content, ABC President Alex Wallau paused before 
saying, "No." 

Alan Wurtzel, chief of standards and practices at 
NBC, sa id the fine - which wo uld be imposed on 
each station airing the offensive content- "could be 
raised." 

Members of the House telecommunications sub
commi ttee, which held the hearing and passed the 
bill , have no plans to boost the fine, but might add 
riders to roughen the measure. T he proposals in
clude fin ing celebrit ies w ho commit the infractions 
and revoking a broadcaster's license after three vio
lations. 

T he crackdown comes amid a national uproar 
about racy programming after Janet Jackson 's breast 
was bared during the Super Bowl halft ime show. 

Other broadcasters announced new get-tough 
measures. Wurtzel said NBC is using a 10-second 
video and audio delay fo r censoring on live award 
shows. Sunday's Academy Awa rds on ABC wi ll air 
for the first time with a delay (USA Today ). 

Siclc 
{?i] oel Belz in a Word magazine article Uan. 31, 

2004) made t he fo llowing observation about life ex
pectancy of homosexuals. 

34 

So what do we make of the profound media 
si lence over an issue that is by no means imagi
nary? If it can be documented-and it can- that 
male homosexuals in Norrh America have a sta
tistica l li fe expecta ncy that is not much more 
than ha lf the life expectancy of the population at 
large, then why is there nor an outraged bl itz 
from the media on that topic? 

April 2004 
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So that you don't th ink this is just a whimsical 
topic I dreamed up this week, try this exercise. 
Go to the Coogle internet search engine and en
ter the th ree simple words: 'homosexual life ex
pectancy.' Within five seconds, you'll find thou
sands of entries under that topic! No one seems 
to disagree with the main conclusion: that male 
homosexuals live significantly shorrer lives than 
do other people. 

Psychological Reports said bluntly in a 1998 
article that 'the average life expectancy of ho
mosexuals is 20 to 30 years less than heterosexu
als.' You will find a host of professional journals 
that have reported simi lar findings with virtua lly 
no experts taking issue. 

Extenclecl Streak 
t?iA trio of teenage streakers, who ran naked ear

lier this month th rough a Spokane, Wash., Denny's 
restaurant, found that their streak lasted a little 
longer than they had planned . Hoping for a quick 
getaway, they had left their car runni ng with their 
clothes inside. But while streaking through Denny 's, 
they could only watch as a thief drove away in their 
car. In 20-degree weather, the three boys h id behind 
cars in the parking lot and waited fo r police to ar
rive . "We always tell people not to leave their car 
running," said police spokesman Dick Cottam. 

Get Out 

t?:r Kenneth Parker and his wife, Connie, could 
not agree on how to split $25 million they won in a 
lottery . . . so they got a d ivorce. 

Dogs and Such 
~?iOn Wednesday (Mar. 10, 2004), The Wall 

Street journal reported what may be the latest front 
in the modern-day wars of religion: the rise of Holy 
Communion for pets. 

'rhy 
~gdom 

G ame 
by David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premillenialism, 
rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the kingdom 
coming or is it here already? Will some be left behind? 
Get your Bible and get the facts as you study this timely 
subject with David Pharr. Thirteen chapters with 
questions. 0929540395, paperback, 154 pgs. 

$8.95 plus 3.50 s&h · Texas residents add 6.75% 
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St. Francis Episcopal Church in Stamford, Conn., 
in a bid to fill empty pews, has introduced a monthly 
Sunday service for pet owners who wish to take their 
dogs and cats (and presumably birds, ferrets, and boa 
constrictors) to the altar to receive the host or a spe
cial benediction. Other houses of worship around 
the country, the paper noted, are also offering every
thing from pet-friendly services and prayers for the 
animals to pet funerals and "bark mitzvahs." 

Some at St. Francis Church have complained 
about allergy attacks and potential dog bites. As St. 
Francis's Preacher Lingle pointed out to the WSJ 
(while inspecting the altar for drool), perhaps the 
only thing that matters is an animal's table manners. 

Passing 
@Eli Brashear sent the sad news that Roy Louis 

Mathis died Feb. 20, 2004. Brother Mathis served as 
an elder of the Peninsula Church of Christ in Hamp
ton, VA. He and his wife, Galiea, were self-sacrific
ing and fervent in their lifelong service to Christ and 
his church. 

Because If's Cute 
I have a spelling checker 
It came with my PC. 
It plane lee marks four my revue 
Miss steaks aye can knot sea. 

Political Correctness 
@NewsMax.com's Michael Reilly says that once 

again, the Los Angeles Times, bias is showing. 
How politically correct is the Los Angeles Times? 

Music critic Mark Swed found out this week when 
he described the epic Strauss opera "Die Frau Ohne 
Schatten" as "pro-life." 

Mr. Swed meant that the opera was a celebration 
of life, but the copy editor at the Times followed the 
editorial policy of the paper and changed "pro-life" 
to "anti-abortion." 

Bones? 
@PARSIPPANY, N.J. March 20 -Victor Salazar 

went to the hospital with back pain and had an X-ray 
that raised questions about his diet, not his spine. 
When a doctor asked if he had eaten any bones, 
Salazar said no, forgetting about the soup he had the 
day before that included pieces of chicken feet. 

He left, but radiologists and the Morris County 
medical examiner wondered if the film showed bits 
of finger bones. A police investigation began. 

Newark homicide investigators went to Salazar's 
home in Newark on Thursday, and he agreed to have 

another X-ray at Morristown Memorial Hospital. 
Salazar also mentioned the soup he made Tues

day, made with a whole chicken. "That's my favorite 
food, you know," he said. 

So police took along some chicken from his 
kitchen and X-rayed the feet. Film comparisons con
firmed Salazar's account. 

Authorities said he was very cooperative. Salazar 
said he was glad the back pain was gone. 

Officers had to check it out, said Joseph Devine, 
chief of investigations for the Morris County 
Prosecutor's Office. 

"We had medical professionals telling us that a 
patient may have ingested what appeared to be body 
parts," he said (Associated Press). 

Wed the Dead 
OYou probably knew the French eat horses, 

frogs, and snails, but did you know they can and do 
marry dead people? 

Columnist Craig Wilson writes in USA Today, 
"There are rules, of course. It wouldn't be France 
without rules. Anyone wishing to marry the dead 
must send a request to the president, who then for
wards it to the justice minister, who then sends it to 
the prosecutor in whose jurisdiction the surviving 
person lives. 

"If it's determined the couple planned to marry 
before the death, and if the relatives of the deceased 
approve, the prosecutor sends a recommendation 
back up the line." 

A highly publicized wedding took place last 
month in Nice between Christelle Demichel and her 
former fiance, killed by a drunken driver in 2002. 

"I had what you can call a perfect wedding," she 
is quoted as saying (NewsMax, Mar. 3, 2004). p, 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why is it necessary to be immersed in 
water to be saved? 

Answer: The short answer is, "Because God said 
so." And, following whatever further discus

sion ensues, that is still the essence of any longer an
swer as well. 

Why was it necessary for Naaman to dip seven 
times in the Jordan River to be healed of his leprosy 
(2 Kings 5)? Because God, through his prophet's 
messenger, said to. 

Why was it necessary for the Israelites to march 
around the walls of Jericho for seven days, blow 
trumpets and shout Uosh. 6), even though from 
man's standpoint that is an absurd way to capture a 
walled city? Because that is what God said to do. 

"By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they 
were encircled for seven days" (Heb. 11:30). 

Faith is the key 
Naaman did not deserve his healing because of his 
dipping in Jordan, but his dipping showed his faith, 
and God saw his faith and healed him by grace. 

The Israelites did not earn the city of Jericho by 
marching and shouting. "The LORD said to Joshua: 
'See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, 
and its mighty men of valor. You shall march around 
the city"' Qosh. 6:2-3). 

God gave them the city. They marched, as God 
told them to, and by marching they showed their 
faith . The city fell by grace through faith , but on ly 
after they marched as God told them to do. 

Jesus has said, "He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. He who does not believe will be con
demned" (Mark 16:16). When one hears the gospel, 
believes and is baptized, that does not earn salvation. 
Salvation is a gift of God. Being baptized shows that 
the person believes what God says, "He who believes 
and is baptized shall be saved." Refusing to be bap
tized shows disbelief, "and he who does not believe 
will be condemned." 

Salvation is not by works of merit, not by works 
that would enable us to boast (Eph. 2:8-9). Baptism, 
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however, is distingui shed from that kind of work. 
God saves us, "not by works of righteousness which 
we have done," but "through the washing of regen
eration" (Titus 3 :4-6) . 

Baptism shows our faith Qames 2 :18), completes 
our faith Qames 2:22), makes our faith a living, ac
tive, effective faith instead of a dead, vain fai th 
Qames 2:20). 

So we have come full circle. The answer is, "Be
cause God said so." 

He promises; we believe. He commands; we 
show our faith by our obedience. When we have 
obeyed, God gives what he promised. 

It is necessary to be immersed in water to be 
saved because that is what God, who has salvation in 
his hand, says is to be done to have one's sins washed 
away (Acts 22:16) . 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

A Practical 
Handbook 
for Singing 
and Songleading 
written and compiled by 

Burt Jones 
I commend to you this volume which is able to 
present what could be a very difficult subject in 
an easy-to-read and enlightening manner. The 
contents address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple understandable 
fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will become 
the standard for singing and songlcading as we 
enter the twenty-first century! Ralph A. Casey 

$5.99 ea. 
plus $2.75 s&h; 
Texas residents add 6. 75% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Songleader 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole C hurch Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
ofChrist,5410Lake Howe11Rd., Sun. 9, IOa.m. , Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492- 1219. Sun. 9,10 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Ch urch of Christ, 40 17 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299- 1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.rn. ( 1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507,20872. (30 1) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. I block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on R1. I 08 . 

-Missouri-

Klein Area Church o f Christ, 20802 Hufsmirh
Kohrville Rd., T omball, 77377. (7 13) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p. m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - I I 0 I W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on llwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell , minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903)67 1-2369,67 1-25 15.Sun.10,1 0 :50a.m.,6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarbna on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, c1•angelisr. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
19 10 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341 -7776. Sun. 9, 
I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo i\rguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Branson- Church of Ch rist, 307 Seventh St., Sun. San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. on Red land Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Fa rmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, 1-! wy 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
373-5583 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (21 0) 496-13-16 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster- Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 27 10 \Y/. !\lain, 75146 (972) 223· 
8653. Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p. m. (1/z mi. cast of 1·35) -Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-62 11. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (51 0) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, II a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 
South SR 47,32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Lakeland - 1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 
McAnally, minister. (94 1) 682-4702, 682-3600. 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800-
320-9780 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64 133 rayrowncofc.org (8 16) 353-3873 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scon 
Spence r, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City '- Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m. , 5 p.m. , Wed. 7:00 p.m. (405) 787-58 14. 
Larry Thomas, preacher. 

- South Carolina - · 
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 12 15 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, II a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off 1-f wy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 

Give a gift subscription 
to Firm Foundation 

1·888-367-6216 

- Virginia-

Richmond - Hopk in; Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 27 1-82 19 

- Washington-
Olympia - O lympia Church of Christ, 3132 
Blvd. Rd, Olympia 98501 , Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 
5:30 p.m. \XIed. 7:00 p.m. (360) 3578304, e· 
m.1i l: blbake@ol) wa.net, C. j. Moffit, evangelist. 

Firm Foundation Books Online 

http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

Cari119 & Sliafin9 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288·2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.uestious 
aud .Auswers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to R elig ious E r rors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

Th is c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary o n 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $ 19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundat ion 

I T I 
The 11 ~ Ten 

~~· ~i~ Commandments 
nJ ll·r Ycslcrday and Today 

'Hilt.'!·'"" m by llurfon Coffmnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. A I so 
discussed arc the extremes of the "libera l" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

sa.oo plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any otter to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout lor advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost lor this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 lor a hall page, $30 lor a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addit ion to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted lor 
approval. Thank you! 

38 

We bill lor all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please ... notify us of addre!;s changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 p lus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.75% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

r./.t Ill 1/ 
IJ/1 • /Ill\' 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
Important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, lor 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptu res daily, whether these things were 
so; whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Fulltime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 blade/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Seeking experienced, full-time, doctrinally sound, 
mature, pulpit preacher who, together with wife, 
can work under elder's direction and guidance. 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
fJ&r,Y.• Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/ .. • x7% •x 3/a• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• Size a• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold ••••••••••••••••• $4.00Rine 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritual and 
physical unlimited. Must be mission minded and 
active in soul winning and leadership skills. 3-
bdrm, 2-bath home w/formal living room and den 
provided. Salary negotiable. References, video/ 
audio tape of recent sermons, photo, email address 
desired. Send resume to: Church of Christ, 2223 
W. Morton St., Denison, TX 75020 Attn: Elders 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pais looking for a sound gospel 
preacher to work with us. We can supply financial 
support of $370.00 I week. Any further income 
needed would have to come from other sources. 
This might be ideal for a retired preacher wanting 
to supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. This could also be 
very good for someone who has some support 
already established. You will find an excellent 
group of Christians to work and worship with. 
For more information please contact Doug 
Bullington@ (814) 734-3838 or write to same@ 
5163 Gibson Hill Rd. Edinboro Pa 16412 or E
Mail speedbull1 @aol.com. 

The Edgehill Church of Christ is seeking an 
experienced, doctrinally sound, full-time preacher 
with an enthusiastic desire to preach God's Word. 
Edgehill Church of Christ is a scripturally sound, 
friendly, and growing congregation of 85 + 
members (average attendance) with elders and 
deacons, located just outside the city of Petersburg, 
VA in Dinwiddie County. We desire a married 
man with solid Bible-based preaching abilities, a 
love for the truth, ability to work with all age 
groups, and a strong passion for soul winning. He 
must have excellent interpersonal, organizational, 
and planning skills. He must be able to teach home 
Bible studies, train others in personal evangelism, 
and assist with organizing outreach efforts. Please 
send resume with references and audio/video tape 
to Elders, Edgehill Church of Christ, 25609 Grant 
Avenue, Petersburg, VA 23803. (804) 861-3306, 
edgehillchurch@earthlink.net 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

Preachers Available 
Looking for a church that wants an "Old Paths" 
preacher. Need suppliment to Social Security and 
housing. (936) 347-2668; email wilspeg1@aol.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. CaJI 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty,readabi/ity 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic reference concor
dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
lbdAr frnm l='irm -

. .. 
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PORTRAIT OF 

GOD 
l\)RTIWTOF 

GoD 
v;,..;,. .... om.r.,....,. Klo_ol.......,. 

by 
Frank Chesser 0 

FRANK CHESSER 
f\1U'"loolllrtrM'N....,....,I& 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fill s my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man 's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 

• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the reader's 
attention 

• complete - leaves no questions, no lack of direction 
Don McWhorter 

host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 

Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 0929540417 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 

plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
or Publlshin Desi ns (888)' 662-1006 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
april 2004 

Address service requested. 

Goo 
HATH 

SPOKEN 

by 
Ken Butterworth 

• A basic workbook for studying the Scriptures 
by a proven method. 

• Designed for any group or indiv idual Bible study. 

• The first book in the series, God Hatlr Spoken. 

• Packaged in a spacious 8Y: x II frame 
with room for notes. 

• A complete overview of every book 
in the Old Testament. 

• Easy !ill-in-the-blank fom1at, challenging questions, 
and side-notes. 

• Finally! A workbook witlr enough space in the blanks 
for answers and extra notes. 

+ Paperback, ISBN I 09295404409 

Author Ken Butterworth is a master at involving his 
audience; people remember his lessons. Congrega
tions in Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee have benefited from Ken 's direct 
approach to preaching the gospel. Ken now writes 
full time and speaks by appointment in gospel 
meetings and lectureships. 

$8.95 plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Alabama residents add 4% tax 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
Publishing Desi ns • (888) 662-1006 
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Studies in the Pre-writing Prophets - 2 
Moses as a Prophet 

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph .D. 

T he pre-writing prophets were recognized by 
Amos as God 's gift to Israel: "I raised up 
some of your sons as prophets" (Amos 2 : 11). 

Moses, whose name occurs 750 times in the O ld Tes
tament, would be among these. 

Moses wore many hats. H e was shepherd, leader 
of Israel, leader in war, priest, lawgiver, and prophet. 
These functions overlap; none is adequate as a sole 
characterization of M oses. 

Moses was born to a Levitical family which tribe 
supplied Israel's priests. Both M oses and Aaron are 
called priests (Ps. 99 :6). A man was a priest by hered
ity, and his position was for life. A pro phet, on the 
other hand, was called by God and equipped by God 
for his service. His tribal background played no role 
in his being chosen. The Lord called whomever he 
pleased. A prophet was not born a prophet; he ordi
narily did not volunteer, nor was he necessa rily one 
1or life. For many of the early prophets we have only 
one episode reported. There is no reason why a 
priest could not also be a prophet. Samuel, though 
from the terri tory of Ephraim, was also of Levitical 
stock. Jeremiah and Ezekiel were priests who were 
called to be prophets. 

Though the Lord promised Moses, when he pro
tested that he could not do his task, that Aaron 
would be Moses' prophet (Exod. 7:1 ), M oses himself 

is not explicitly ca ll ed a prophet in the Pentateuch 
outside the book of Deuteronomy. Yet Moses func
t ioned as a prophet. T he prophet Hosea says, "By a 
prophet the Lord brought Israel up from Egypt, and 
by a prophet he was prese rved" (Hos. 12:J4-13]) . 
Samuel said to the people, "The Lord is witness, who 
appoin ted Moses and Aaron and brought your fa
thers up out of the land of Egypt" (1 Sam. 12:6). 

Moses is called "the man of God" at the heading 
of his blessing to Israe l (Deut. 33 :1; d . 1 C hron. 
33 :14) . The heading of Psalm 90 designates that 
psalm as ''A Prayer of Moses, the Man of God ." 
"Man of God" is a frequentl y used designation fo r a 
prophet though not at all restricted in use for proph
ets. It is a Semitism that means "a god ly man." A 
godly man is one who by obedience manifests god
like traits. It was a character fl aw that made a person 
become a false prophet, whereas God chose people 
of integri ty to deliver his word to his people. He did 
not select scoundrels. 

Another term used for Moses is "servanr"; and 
elsewhere one encounters the term "my servants the 
prophets" (2 Kings 17 :13, 23; Jer. 7 :26; Zech. 1:6; 
etc.). Amos declares that the Lord reveals his secrets 
to his servants the prophets (Amos 3 :7). 
Deuteronomy has the phrase, "Moses the servant of 
the Lord" (Deut. 34:5). 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Background 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he pioneers of the 19th century in at
tempting to restore the church that 
Jesus built had no intention of leaving 

their denominational affiliations. 
They were devout men who came from 

many religious groups - Presbyterians, Meth
odist, Baptist, Congregationalist, etc. They 
were men who had an insatiable hunger to 
study the Bible and a burning desire to follow it 
exactly. 

They put the Bible above sectarian creed books. 
These restorers knew that Jesus announced his intention to 

build a church, and declared that the gates of hell could not keep 
him from calling a group out of the world to be faithful servants of 
God (Matt. 16:18). 

Inspired New Testament writers foretold that the church of 
Christ - the one Jesus built- would make a total departure from 
the faith (2 Thess. 2 :1-12; 2 Tim. 4:1-2; Acts 20 :28-30; 1 Tim. 
4:1-4; Rev. 12:1-17). 

The word of God cannot fail ... the prophecies were fu lfilled. 
The departure took place just as the Holy Spirit, through human 
instruments, said it would. 

The result was total apostasy. 
Early in the 16th century A.D. reformers undertook the awe

some task of calling the apostate church (Roman Catholic Church 
and Greek Orthodox Church) back to biblical origins and scrip
tural principles. 

The result was fragmentation. Several strong religious leaders 
arose, mainly in Europe, seeking to reestablish the Augustinian 
theory of salvation, but they differed on various points of doctrine. 

This resulted in each leader making a written declaration of 
what he understood to be the teaching of the Bible ... and in the 
consequent loss of unity and cohesion. 

The creed books - disciplines, manuals, catechisms, and the 
like - became the authority for each leader and his band of fol
lowers. You had to accept the creed book, though it had no higher 
authority than an unaided, fallible, mortal mind. Still, to affiliate 
with any given denomination a person had to pledge his allegiance 
to the creed book. 

There is an obvious difference between a book, magazine, or 
article written to present a human teacher's understanding of 
inspired revelation, and in a book written for the purpose of 



crystallizing a denominational doctrinal system and binding it 
upon all participants. 

Anyway, those men in early America who were committed to 
bringing the church of Christ back to their communities by follow
ing the inspired scriptures above any human authority boldly 
called for a return to the Bible and the Bible only. Their passionate 
plea was, "Let us speak were the Bible speaks, and be silent where 
the Bible is silent." Their noble aspiration was to be governed in 
matters religious by the revealed, inerrant, and unfailing word of 
God. 

They regarded the Bible as the very word of very God and 
therefore the supreme authority in religion. 

Their cry was, "We have no creed but Christ and no doctrine 
but the Bible." 

These self-sacrificing men turned their attention to a deep 
study of Holy Scripture, which lead to a re-thinking of their 
denomination's doctrinal stance. 

Diligent study of the Bible made it clear that the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1: 16), and scripture inspired 
of God is sufficient (all-sufficient and alone-sufficient) to make the 
man of God complete in the sight of God (2 Tim. 3:15-16). 

These noble Bible researchers accepted that "all things that 
pertain to life and godliness" come through "the knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and virtue" (2 Pet. 1:3 ). Im
planted scripture saves the soul ijames 1:21). The word of God's 
grace is able to "build you up and to give you an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 

Delighting in the law of the Lord, and meditating on that law 
day and night (Psa. 1:1) gave them an appreciation of the fact that 
the gospel is God's everlasting power to redeem fallen men. 

We are called by the gospel to the obtaining of the glory of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 2:14). 

The denominational idea that the Holy Spirit in an extra-bibli
cal, direct, immediate operation upon the human mind brings re
pentance, faith, forgiveness, and love of God in one fell swoop 
was ... well ... it was wrong. The sectarians taught that grace is in
describable force rather than divine favor. This misconception re
sulted in the wrongheaded teaching that all of the components of 
salvation are inseparable and instantaneous. 

God is not a respecter of persons (Rom. 2:11; Acts 10:34 ). 
The false idea that God by direct action sends his spirit upon per
sons he arbitrarily selects belies his impartiality and denies Bible 
doctrine. 

Those identified with the restoration appeal came to under
stand the fundamentals of Christian teaching. They persisted in 
preaching basic Bible doctrine. 
.. - _ :They began to proclaim what the Bible says about public wor
ship ·.•. private devotion . . . organization of the church ... mission 
of the church . . . membership in the church . . . oneness of the 
church -. . the one body of Christ - and the undenominational 
nature of .the church. 
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As they learned and enthusiastically presented to 
their denominational brothers the teaching of Holy 
Writ a strange and alarming thing happened. 

They were booted out of their denominations. 
They had committed the "unspeakable sin" of 

taking the Bible above denominational creed books. 
They became persona non grata to their sectarian as
sociates. 

They would be allowed to remain if they held 
these positions privately and if their conviction were 
unspoken, but if they attemp~ed to teach what they 
knew the Bible to authorize, they had to go. 

They were unwelcome and unacceptable •.. 
stripped of their denomination's license to preach ... 
shunned, and ridiculed, and cast out, and treated "as 
the filth of the world." 

They were persecuted and defamed. 
Undaunted, these courageous men continued to 

hold high the Word of God and sound forth its eter
nal verities. 

God-fearing people by droves accepted the unde
niably correct position of the restoration fathers on 
true grace and a right presentation of salvation. 

The church grew .•. and the church was hated. 
Jesus said, "Ye shall be hated of all men for my 

name's sake; ... they hated me without a cause .... If 
the world hateth you, ye know that it hath hated me 
before it hated you. . .. A servant is not greater than 
his lord. If they persecuted me, they will also perse
cute you" (Matt. 10:22, John 15:18-20, 25). 

4 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be savedl 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith indudes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

•Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful - Rev 2:1 0 
o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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These loyal gospel preachers stood tall, and spoke 
the word with all boldness, and exhorted those who 
manifested the obedience of faith that "with purpose 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord." 

They knew what they believed, why they be
lieved it, and would not hesitate for a moment to tell 
about it. 

The result was growth and joy and unity among 
all those who believed on Jesus through the words of 
the apostles ijohn 17:20-21). 

They were not- and could not be- united with 
sectarians. To prefer human thoughts and feelings 
above divine revelation was not acceptable and could 
not be fellowshipped. But for all those who demon
strated their love of God by keeping his commands 
there was a "unity of the spirit in the bond of peace." 

Only let your manner of life be worthy of 
the gospel of Christ: that, whether I come 
and see you or be absent, I may hear of your 
state, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with 
one soul striving for the faith of the gospel; 
and in nothing affrighted by the adversar
ies: which is for them an evident token of 
perdition, but of your salvation, and that 
from God (Phil. 1:27-28). 

Things have not changed much. It is still true 
that the price of unity with denominations is to stop 
teaching the distinctive doctrines of Christ. This is 
capable of demonstration. Go to any denomination 
and present the whole counsel of God and see how 
long you are tolerated. 

Speak the truth in love ... but be sure you speak 
the truth - all of it. 

Seek an opportunity to present in a denomina
tional body the basics of the Christian faith and learn 
how thin and worn their professed love is. See how 
long you will be allowed to press such Bible ideas as: 

• The church is the one body of Jesus (Eph. 1:22-
23; 4:4), and therefore denominationalism is sinful 

• God adds the saved to the one body of Jesus
the church - and there are no saved outside that 
body (Acts 2:4 7) 

• There is one baptism (Eph. 4:5), which is in 
water ijohn 3:5; 1 Pet. 3:20-21), and requires a 
burial and resurrection (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4), ·for 
the purpose of receiving remission of sins (Acts 2:3 8; 
Acts 22:16) . 

• That faith only is barren and dead and that a 
living faith demands works of obedience f"Oames 
2:14-26) r 

• That the elements of the Lord's 'Supper are 



symbolic and it is to be observed by saints upon the 
first day of every week- and only upon the first day 
of the week 

• That singing is the only authorized music in 
true worship of God (Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16-17), 
and the use of mechanical instruments of music in an 
attempt to worship is sinful and to be without God 
(2John 9) 

• There is one faith (Eph. 4:5), and denomina
tionalism is wicked 

• That women are to be silent during the preach
ing portion of true worship (1 Cor. 14:34 ), and godly 
women will not usurp authority over a man (2 Tim. 
2:12) 

• The saved must keep themselves in the love of 
God Uude 21) and it is possible for a blood-washed 
child of God to sin and so sin as to be eternally lost 
(2 Pet. 2:20-22; Heb. 6:4-8) 

• The new covenant does not provide for an ex
tra-congregational church authority on earth; the 
headquarters of the church are in heaven and Jesus is 
the only head of the church (Col. 1: 18) 

Sectarians will not abide this Bible teaching and 
if you insist on presenting it, they will turn on you, 
castigate you, and refuse to keep company with you. 
Any denominational group that accepts this Bible 
teaching ceases to be a denomination and becomes a 
part of the one and only body of Christ. 

"If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments 
... He that hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifest myself unto him" Uohn 14:15, 21). 
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Studies in the Pre-writing Prophets 
(continued from page 1) 

The prophet is the "watchmen of Ephraim" (Hos. 
9:8). This term is not specifically used for Moses, but 
he served in that way. The watchman who sees the 
danger coming must give the alarm (Ezek. 33:1 ff.). 

While most prophets were not wonder workers, 
Moses did signs in Egypt (Exod. 4:1-9). The un
named prophet at Bethel could work a sign (1 Kings 
13 :6), and Elijah and Elisha were miracle workers. 
Deuteronomy 13: 1 envisions that a seductive 
prophet also might work a sign. 

Moses, Aaron, and Miriam are mentioned to
gether as members of the family of Amram and 
Jochebed (Num. 26:59). They also appear together 
in Micah 6:4 as great leaders the Lord in his grace 
had supplied Israel in the past. For such leaders Israel 
could not fault the Lord. The psalmist says, "You led 
your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and 
Aaron" (Ps. 77:[21]20). 

Moses is praised in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
for his great faith that caused him to turn his back on 
Egypt (Heb. 11:23-28). He is praised for his meek
ness when he is declared to be the meekest man of all 
the earth (Num. 12:3). 

A prophet, though guided by God's spirit in de
livering the word of God, was not divinely guided in 
personal behavior at all times. Miriam, though a 
prophetess~ along with Aaron found fault with 

Moses over the woman he had married (Num. 
12:1 ff.). Elijah fell into despondency in the cave at 
Horeb (Mt. Sinai; 1 Kings 18:9 ff.). Moses' patience 
with Israel in the desert played out, and he prayed to 
die (Num~ 11:11-15). Moses spoke words that were 
rash (Ps. 106:33) when he struck the rock to bring 
forth water; and that sin kept him from going into 
the promised land (Num. 20:12). A prophet had to 
distinguish between his own inclinations and the 
message the Lord gave him. 
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The Call 
Unlike some later prophets, Moses was learned, " in
structed in all the wisdom of the Egypti ans" (Acts 
7:22; Josephus, Aut. 2.9 .7 [236]). A prophet experi
enced a call that set him on his task. The call of 
Moses, w hen he was 80 years o ld (Acts 7 :23, 30), 
came at the episode of the burning bush. Out of the 
bush the Lord said, "Moses, Moses," and Moses an
swered, "H ere am I" (Exod. 3 :4). The Lord in
structed him about his task. Moses besought the 
Lord , "Oh, my Lord, send, I pray, some other per
son" (Exod. 4 :13). H e protested that he could not 
talk. Though Aaron became Moses' spokesman 
(Exocl. 4:16) to the people (Exocl. 4 :3 0) and to Pha
rao h (Exocl . 7: 1), Moses became the means of com
munication of God's message to Israel. His use of the 
messenger formula , "Thus says the God of Israel" is 
a prophetic act. His charge was to te ll Pharaoh a ll 
the Lord said to him (Exocl. 6:28f.). 

At Sinai as the people perceived the thunders, the 
lightnings, and the sound o f the trumpet, they were 
afraid and said to Moses, "You speak to us, and we 
will hea r; but let no t God speak to us, lest we d ie" 
(Exod. 20: 18-20; Deut. 5 :24-28). Moses was media
tor between God and the people. 

Moses always fi lls t he ro le of the lawgiver. The 
Old Testament ends with the admonition, "Remem
ber the law of my serva nt Moses, the statures and or
dinances I commanded him at Horeb fo r all Israel" 
(Mal. 4:4). 

An apocryphal writer praised Moses: 
From his Uacob's] descenda nts the Lord 
brought forth a man of mercy, who fo und 
favor in t he sight o f a ll flesh and was be
loved by God a nd man, Moses, w hose 
memory is blessed. H e made him eq ual in 
glo ry to the holy ones, and made him great 
in the fears of his enemies. By his words he 
caused signs to cease; the Lord glor ified 
him in the presence of kings. H e gave hi m 
commandments fo r his people, and showed 
him part o f his g lo ry. He sanctified him 
through faithfulness and meekness; he 
chose him out of a ll mank ind. He made him 
hear his voice, and led him into the thick 
darkness, and gave him the comma ndments 
face to face, the law of li fe and knowledge, 
to teach Jacob the covena nt and Israel his 
judgments (Sir. 45: 1-5). 

The New Testament readily recognizes Moses' 
role as revealer though it distinguishes him from the 
classical prophets. Contemporary Judaism distin-
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guished between the Law and the Prophets. "The 
Law was given t hrough Moses" Qohn 1: 17) . Philip 
says to Nathaniel, "We have fou nd him o £ whom 
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote" Qohn 
1 :45). After his resurrection, Jesus, "beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, interpreted to the two 
on the way to Emmaus all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself" (Luke 24:27). He affirmed that 
a ll that had been "written of him in the law of Moses 
and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled" 
(Luke 24:44). 

Not onl y was Moses a revealer, but also Moses 
was active in inte rcession for t he people. In Egypt he 
repeatedly interceded for Pharaoh when Pharaoh 
wanted the plagues removed from Egypt . He pled for 
the Israelite people after their setting up the golden 
calf at Sinai (Excel. 32:11, 32). "Therefore he said he 
wou ld destroy them - had not Moses, his chosen 
one, stood in the breach before him, to turn away his 
wrath from destroying them" (Ps. 106 :23) . Moses on 
this occasion made special intercession for Aaron who 
had made the ca lf (Deut. 9:20) . He interceded for 
Miriam w hen she has been smitten with leprosy 
(Num. 12:13); and he pleaded for Israel when Israel 
has rejected the report of Joshua and Caleb (Num. 
14 :13 ff.) . His reputation as intercessor was recog
nized by la ter prophets. The Lord told Jeremiah, 
"Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my 
heart would not tu rn toward this people" Qer. 15: 1). 

A prophet was one to stand in the breach (cf. Ps. 
106:23) opposing the evils of the people. In the 
above cases, it was Moses who brought to the 
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sinner's attention that he had sinned. And that ad
monition was a significant item in the prophet's task. 
At the episode of the golden calf, Moses said to Is
rael, "You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go 
up to the Lord, perhaps I can make atonement for 
your sin" (Exod. 32:30). It was his task to tell the 
people that they would all die in the desert after they 
had received the report of the ten spies (Num. 
14:26 ff.). He informed them that they were further 
sinning when they determined to invade the land 
without the Lord's help (Num. 14:41-42). His sum
mary accusation of his relation with the Israelites is, 
"You have been rebellious against the Lord from the 
day I knew you" (Deut. 9:24). 

Moses and the Spirit 

Moses' relationship with the Lord is contrasted with 
that of other prophets: "The Lord used to speak to 
Moses face to face, as a man speaks to a friend" 
(Exod. 33: 11). Mter Moses' second stay on the 
mountain there was a shine on his face when he 
came down. He wore a veil because the people were 
afraid. He would take the veil off when he went to 
speak with the Lord (Exod. 34:29-35). Paul allego
rizes this experience (2 Cor. 3:13 ). 

Yet when Moses begged to see the Lord's glory, 
the Lord denied him the privilege; but he did allow 
Moses to stand in a cleft of the rock while his glory 
passed by. The Lord covered him with his hand; with 
the hand removed he could see the Lord's back; but 
his face could not be seen (Exod. 33: 19-23). 

In the desert when Israel complained about the 
lack of meat to eat, Moses gathered 70 men of the 
elders of the people and the Lord came down in a 
cloud, took some of the spirit that was on Moses, 
and put it on the 70 elders and they prophesied 
(Num. 11 :25) but did so no more. 

Moses' spirit rested on Eldad and Medad in the 
camp, and they prophesied in the camp. A young 
man told Moses. joshua urged Moses to forbid 
them. But Moses without jealousy of their action 
said, ''Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
Lord's people were prophets, that the Lord would 
put his spirit upon them" (Num. 11 :29). 

When Miriam and Aaron complained against 
Moses, they asked, "Has the Lord indeed spoken 
only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us 
also?" (Num. 12:2). To this challenge the Lord re
.plied, "If there is a prophet among you, I the Lord 
make myself known to him in a vision, I speak with 
him in a dream. Not so with my servant Moses; he is 

entrusted with all my house. With him I speak mouth 
to mouth, clearly, and not in dark speech, and he be
holds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not 
afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" (Num. 
12:6-8). 

The Prophet like Moses 
Moses' reputation as a prophet, as seen in one of the 
great promises of the Old Testament, is that of the 
raising up of a prophet like Moses. The people at Si
nai had asked that the Lord not speak directly to 
them but that he would speak through Moses (Exod. 
20:19). With the prospects of Moses not living al
ways, the Lord promised to raise up a prophet from 
among Israel's people - that is, an Israelite - like 
Moses. He would put his words in the prophet's 
mouth and the prophet would speak all that the Lord 
commanded him. The one not heeding the words of 
the Lord which that prophet would speak would be 
held accountable (Deut. 18:15-19). 

People have greatly disputed over whether one 
prophet alone is in view in this promise or the pro
phetic institution in general. The passage proceeds to 
speak of the prophet who presumes to speak what 
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the Lord has not commanded him to speak. It also 
alludes to the prophet who makes predictions that 
do not come to pass. These warnings would be rel
evant to the whole prophetic institution. 

At the same time, the passage is the beginning of 
one of the streams of messianic expectation - that 
of the prophet. People asked John the baptist if he 
was the prophet and he denied that he was U ohn 
1:21). The crowd listening to Jesus said, "This is re
ally the prophet" Uohn 7:40). 

But Peter explicitly identifies Jesus as the accom-
plishment of the promise made by Moses: 

Moses said, "The Lord your God will raise 
up for you a prophet from your brethren as 
he raised me up. You shall listen to him in 
whatever he tells you. And it shall be that 
every soul that does not listen to that 
prophet shall be destroyed from the 
people" (Acts 3:22-23). 

Stephen also applies the promise from Deuter-
onomy: 

8 

This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, 
'God will raise up for you a prophet from 
your brothers as he raised me up' (Acts 
7:37). 
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Moses the Incomparable 
The final biblical evaluation of the life and work of 
Moses is: 

There has not arisen a prophet since in Is
rael like Moses, whom the Lord knew face 
to face, none like him for all the signs and 
wonders which the Lord sent him to do in 
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his 
servants and to all his land, and for all the 
mighty power and all the great and terrible 
deeds which Moses wrought in the sight of 
all Israel (Deut. 34:10-12). 

There may have been other prophets in Moses' 
time; at least the book of Deuteronomy assumes the 
possibility of a prophet leading the people into idola
try (Deut. 13:1 ff.). The book also raises the question 
of distinguishing between the true and false prophet 
(Deut. 18:21-22). No period has a listing of all the 
prophets. Only chosen ones are dealt with. 

With the canonization of the Old Testament, a 
distinction was made between the law and prophets 
with Moses as the lawgiver, but Moses as a prophet 
still is exalted in literature after the Old Testament. 
When prophecy had ceased, a Jewish writer pro
duced a document known as the Testament of Moses. 
There Moses is described as master of leaders, faith
ful in all things, the divine prophet for the whole 
world, the perfect teacher in the world (T. Mos. 
11:16). The Qumran community looked for the 
prophet to come (Deut. 18:15-16). The role Philo of 
Alexandria assigns to Moses is that of being an in
spired prophet to declare what cannot be understood 
by reason (Vita Moses 2.2.3 [187]). 

For Paul, Moses is the one to whom God spoke 
the law (Rom. 9:15). The Epistle to the Hebrews de
clares that Moses is faithful as a servant in God's 
house (Heb. 3:5-6). Jesus is worthy of more glory 
than Moses (He b. 3 :3 ). The Apocalypse describes 
the redeemed singing the song of Moses the servant 
of God, and the song of the Lamb (Rev. 15:3). 

Josephus pays Moses the tribute, "As a general he 
had few to equal him, and as a prophet none, in so 
much that in all his utterances one seemed to hear 
the speech of God himself" (Ant. 4.8.49 [329]). 

Moses' burial place is unknown (Deut. 34:6). He 
appeared with Jesus and Elijah on the mount of the 
transfiguration (Matt. 17 :2). There is never a hint of 
a return of Moses. 
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Three Days and Three Nights'' 
By Frazier Conley 

Some people have been greatly perturbed by the 
statement in Matthew 12:40 that jesus would 
be in the tomb, "three days and three nights." 

It is generally agreed that Jesus died Friday after 
3:00p.m. and arose at dawn on Sunday. But three 
nights are not included in that period (Friday after
noon to Sunday at dawn). I am aware of at least two 
former Christians who attribute, to some extent, 
their loss of faith to this supposed contradiction. 

To alleviate the apparent problem, some wish to 
move the crucifixion to Thursday. This is not an en
tirely satisfactory solution. If one is counting natural 
periods of daylight and dark, Thursday to Sunday 
would have Jesus in the tomb four days not three. 
Or, if three literal 24 hour periods are being thought 
of then Thursday to Sunday would have jesus arising 
after 3:00p.m. Sunday afternoon, not at dawn. 

Actually, Luke is very straightforward about the 
period of Jesus' entombment. In the narrative re
cor9ed in Luke 24:1-21, see the following phrases: 
"On the first day of the week" (Luke 24:1); "On the 
third day be raised" (Luke 24:7); "that same day" 
(Luke 24:13); "it is now the third day since this hap
pened" (Luke 24:21). Luke's account is clear that the 
day Christ died was Friday, the second day was Sat
urday, and the third day was Sunday. 

Why then does Matthew 12:40 refer to three 
days and three nights? What one should note is that 
the Jews were inclined to count any part of a day as a 
whole day and night. In the Jewish Talmud several 
statements are found affirming that "A day and a 
night constitute a full day and part of a full day 
counts as a full day." And again, "Part of a day counts 
as a whole day." The authors who discuss this in the 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (see 
the endnote) resolve the issue in this way. 

The corresponding biblical usage (and thus ambi
guity) in counting or speaking of parts of days as 
whole days is reflected in such passages as 1 Samuel 
30:12-13, which speaks of an Egyptian who, "had 
not. ~a ten bread or drunk water for three days and 
.three nights .... He said, 'I am a young man of Egypt, 
servant to an Amalekite; and illy master left me 

behind because I fell sick three days ago.'" It seems ap
parent that the two periods of time mentioned are 
identical, and reasonable to conclude that three days 
and nights are idiomatic for the simple expression, 
"three days." In Genesis 42:17-18, the following is 
recorded, "And he put them all together in prison for 
three days. On the third day joseph said to them, 'Do 
this and you will live, for I fear God.'" The "three 
days" were at the most two days and part of another. 
The three days could even have been one full day and 
parts of two others. Yet they are called "three days." 

In 2 Chronicles 10:5-12 the narrative says, 
"'Come to me again in three days.' So the people 
went away .... So jeroboam and all the people came 
to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, 'Come 
to me again the third day.'" While the expression "in 
three days" could easily suggest four days total, the 
actual length of time was at the most two days and 
part of another, and could have been as little as one 
full day and parts of two others. 

In Esther 4:16-5:1, the account has Esther saying: 
"Go, gather all the Jews to be found in 
Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and nei
ther eat nor drink for three days, night or 
day. I and my maids will also fast as you do. 
Then I will go to the king, though it is 
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against the law; and if I perish, I perish." 
Mordecai then went away and did every
thing as Esther had ordered him. On the 
third day Esther put on her royal robes and 
stood in the inner court of the king's palace, 
opposite the king's hall. The king was sit
ting on his royal throne inside the palace 
opposite the entrance to the palace. 

The narrative suggests that Esther is going to fast 
for three days and three nights, then go to the King. 
However, in actual fact, she goes in on the third day. 
No contradiction is involved. 

Mark 9:2 says, "And after six days Jesus took 
with him Peter and James and John, and led them up 
a high mountain apart by themselves; and he was 
transfigured before them." In Luke 9:28 the time is 
noted differently: "Now about eight days after these 
sayings he took with him Peter and John and James, 
and went up on the mountain to pray." By using the 
word "about" Luke already indicates an approxima
tion. It is only negative hypercriticism that would fail 
to harmonize the passages by supposing that the pe
riod mentioned included six full days, and parts of 
one or two others. Mark's expression must refer to 
the full days, while Luke counts one or both of the 
partial days at the beginning and the ending of the 
period. 

Notice how fluid the expressions are in Matthew 
27:63-64, "Sir, we remember how that impostor 
said, while he was still alive, ~er three days I will 
rise again.' Therefore order the sepulcher to be made 
secure until the third day" (Matt. 27:63-64). If it 
stood alone, speakers of English would interpret "af
ter three days" to mean at least parts of four days. 
But the expression in the original language evidently 
communicated the idea of something that would or 
could occur on the third day. 

An account in Josephus, Antiquities, 7:280-281, 
reads: "He also appointed Amasa for the captain of 
his forces ... and he commanded him to come ... to 
him within three days .... Now while Amasa was 
gone out, and made some delay in gathering the 
army together, and so was not yet returned, on the 
third day the king said to Joab, - 'It is not fit we 
should make any delay in this affair of Sheba.'" One 
would think that a full three days would have been 
permitted for a timely return, but the king under
stood that, by the time of the third day, a delay had 
occurred. 

Also in Josephus, Antiquities 8:214,218, the text 
says, "But Rehoboam told them they should come to 

10 ~~ Found~~~: 

him again in three days' time when he would give an 
answer to their request ... Accordingly when the mul
titude came together to hear his answer on the third 
day, all the people were in great expectation." 

Again one would think that a full three days 
would pass before the "answer." But clearly the 
people were expecting it on the third day. 

The crossing of the Jordan is described in these 
terms: "At the end of three days the officers went 
through the camp .... And Joshua said to the people, 
"Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow the Lord will do 
wonders among you" Uosh. 3:2, 5). The biblical text 
seems to speak of the completion of three days, and 
then on the day following passing over the Jordan. 
But Josephus contracts the time involved to, "after 
two days." He seems to understand the text to actu
ally mean two full days, and parts of two others 
Uosephus, Antiquities 5 [17]). 

Why should the ancient language use such ex
pressions as "forty days and forty nights,'' when in 
our vernacular we would simply say, "forty days." 
The answer is that it was idiomatic (a pleonasm) for 
the ancient biblical languages to do so. Modem lan
guages of course have their own colloquial expres
sions. 

Moving the day of crucifixion to Thursday cre
ates more problems than it solves. Further, there is 
ample evidence for the Jewish habit of speaking of 
any part of a day as a full day or a full "day and 
night." Jesus was in the tomb only for parts of three 
full days, but the colloquialism of the ancient lan
guage easily accounts for the expression "three days 
and three nights." 

Is it not the case that people who reject the mes
sage of Holy Scripture over a pedantic issue like this 
one, and others of similar nature, are folks who are 
looking for a reason to do so? If, under a close ex
amination, the Mona Lisa should be found to have 
an unexplained marking, would not some folks im
mediately declare it to be either a forgery, or no 
longer a masterpiece? But this is not how people 
who love God in Christ Jesus approach the scrip
tures. 

(For further study see the discussions in Theo
logical Dictionary of the New Testament 2:949-950; 
4:1124; and the commentary from the Talmud by 
Strack-Billerbeck, I, p. 649). 
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Against Christ or With Christ? 
By Hugo McCord 

J
ohn said, "Teacher, we saw someone 
casting out demons in your name, and 
we forbad him, because he has not been 
following us." Jesus replied, "Do not 

forbid him, for no one doing a miracle in 
my name can quickly speak evil of me. 
He who is not against us is for us" (Mark 
9:38-40). 

Some well-intentioned people, determined not 
to be opinionated and judgmental, have deceived 
themselves into a misuse of Mark 9:38-40 and Luke 
9:49-50. They think that these passages teach that no 
matter what doctrine a preacher sets forth, he is not 
to be criticized so long as he claims to be "for" 
Christ. They think that right-thinking people will 
no t be narrow-minded, but will praise diversity and 
pluralism in religion. They do not think it is possible 
to be "against" C hrist if they claim to be "with" 
Christ. 

Truly none of those sincere people means to be 
"against" Christ, but many people will be surprised 
to find in the Day of Judgment that being "with" 
Christ requires more than confessing Jesus is "Lord," 
for Jesus has already given us a preview of the judg
ment: 

Not everyone who says to me, "Lord, 
Lord," will enter into heaven's kingdom, 
but the one who does the will of my heav
enly Father. Many will say to me in that day, 
"Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
your name, and in your name have we not 
cast out demons, and in your name have we 
not done many miracles?" Then I will say to 

them, "I have never known you" (Matt. 
7:21-23). 

Thus Jesus asserted that the only right way to 
know if one is "for" Christ is no t by say ing, "Lord, 
Lord," but by doing the will of "my heavenly Father" 
(Matt. 7:21). 

All that we uninspired humans can know about 
"the will" of the heavenly Father is in the New Testa
ment to which we are not to add and from which we 

) 

are not to subtract (1 Cor. 4:6, ASV; 2 J ohn 9-11; 
Rev. 22: 18-19). 

The only and full will of the heavenly Father is 
"the apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42). Christ passed on 
hi s authority to bind and to release to the apostles 
(Matt. 16:19; 18:18). Today one knows the will of 
the heavenly Father only by hearing the apostles: 
"He who knows God hears us," wrote the apostle 
J ohn , and "he who is not of God does not hear us. 
By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error" (1 John 4:6). 

Consequently, everyone is either "for" Christ or 
"against" Christ: "He who is not with me is against 
me" (Matt. 12:30), and "He who is not against us is 
for us" (Mark 9:40). The result is that many today 
who aspire to be "for" Christ are "against" him, for 
they refuse to be guided by " the apostles' doctrine": 

1. H e who says that he is saved without baptism 
is "against" Christ, fo r "baptism saves you" (1 Pet. 
3:21). 

2. He who says that babies are to be baptized is 
"against" Christ, fo r baptism is only for those o ld 
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enough to believe (Mark 16:16; Acts 8:37, NKJV; 
Rom. 10:9-10). 

3. He who says that baptism may be adminis
tered by sprinkling water on a person is "against" 
Christ, for baptism is a burial (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12). 

4. He who says that "one faith is as good as an
other" is "against" Christ, for there is only "one 
faith" (Eph. 4:5). 

5. He who says that "one church is as good as 
another" is "against" Christ, for Jesus only built one 
church (Matt. 16:18). 

6. He who says that "one name is as good as an
other" is "against" Christ, for the name "Christian" 
is the only one given in the apostles' doctrine" (1 Pet. 
4:16). 

7. He who advocates women being preachers is 
"against" Christ, for "it is a disgrace for a woman to 
speak in the assembly" (1 Cor. 14:35). 

8. He who teaches that fornication is not the 
only reason for divorce and remarriage is "against" 
Christ, for he who divorces and marries again for 
any other reason "commits adultery" (Matt. 19:9). 

9. He who condones homosexuality is "against" 
Christ, for homosexuality is "against nature" (Rom. 
1:26-27). 

10. He who denies that a God of love could send 
some people into "everlasting punishment" is 
"against" Christ, who said that there is "the hell of 
fire" (Matt. 5 :22; 25 :46). 

Thus we see that the same Lord who spoke Mark 
9:38-40 and Luke 9:39:40 also spoke Matthew 
7:21. If we are "for" Christ we must adjust ourselves 
to all that he said. After that lesson is learned, we are 
ready to turn to his words in Mark 9:38-40. 
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John the apostle saw a man casting out demons 
· (devils) in the name of Jesus, a man John did not 
know, but apparently John saw that the man was not 
a fake. He really was casting out demons in Jesus' 
name, but he was not one of the apostles. So John on 
his own told the man to quit, and then relayed what 
he had done to Jesus. 

Jesus showed that one did not need to be one of 
the apostles to cast out demons. Apparently, un
known to John, Jesus had endowed some men with 
miraculous power. Perhaps he was one of the 72 that 
Jesus had dispatched with miraculous power "into 
each city and place where he was going" (Luke 
10: 1). Then we read that the "seventy-two returned 
joyfully, saying, 'Lord, even the demons are subject 
to us in your name"' (Luke 10:10). 

Apparently the man of Mark 9:38-40 and Luke 
9 :49-50 was a true disciple of J esus, though un
known to John, and John was wrong in thinking that 
one had to be an apostle to cast out demons. 

Jesus would not have complimented the man of 
Mark 9:38-40; Luke 9:49-50 if he had been among 
those who "rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of John" (Luke 7:29-
30). Jesus thought that the baptism of John was so 
important he walked some 70 miles (from Galilee to 
Jordan, Matthew 3:13, to be baptized by "John the 
immerser" (Matt. 3: 1). 
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Are the 11Nones'' Really Spiritual? 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

T he Dallas Morning News issue of Dec. 13, 
2003, revealed "a growing group of Ameri
cans claim no affiliation." This group is re

ferred to as the "Nones." Presently, they total almost 
30 million Americans- 14 percent of the United 
States population in 2001. Patricia Killen, a profes
sor of religious history at Pacific Lutheran University 
in Tacoma, Wa., said, "That makes Nones the fastest
growing religious group in the United States." Their 
name comes from their response to a question in 
public opinion polls: "What is your religion, if any?" 
Despite their discomfort with organized religion, 
many "Nones" consider themselves quite spiritual. 

Matt Blevins of Portland, Ore., believes that his 
experiences camping, biking, and skiing can only be 
described as "transcendent." He refers to it as a 
"spiritual connection." He sees absolutely no need to 
attend church services. 

Mark Shibley, a sociologist at Southern Oregon 
University, said, "If people are interested in hiking on 
Sunday morning rather than going to church, that's 
fine." 

Catharine Lamm of Hanover, N.H., is a "None." 
She said, "There's no dependency on an outside power 
source. Whatever spirituality I have comes from 
within." 

Let's examine their views in light of God's word. 
1. The word of God will judge us on the last day 

- not our thinking. 
Jesus said, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 

not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" 
Oohn 12:48; cf. Rev. 20: 12). It's not what you say or 
I say or what someone else says that counts; it is 
what does God's word say. It is the final authority. 
The word of God can take us to heaven if we follow 
it (Acts 20:32). 

2. The individual who trusts in his own thinking 
is a fool. 

Proverbs 28:26 states, "He that trusteth in his 
own heart is a fool." Isaiah 5:21 says, "Woe unto them 
that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
own sight." Proverbs 3 :5, 7 states, "Lean not upon 

thine own understanding .... Be not wise in thine own 
eyes." Romans 12:16 says, "Be not wise in your own 
conceits." The "Nones" are trusting in their own in
tellect, their own wisdom, their own understanding 
and consequently are fools. When they face God on 
Judgment Day, what will be the standard of judgment 
- their thinking or the word of God? 

3. Our spirituality comes from a source that is 
outside ourselves. 

Jeremiah 10:23 states, "0 Jehovah, I know that 
the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps." Isaiah said, "The way of 
the just is uprightness: thou that art upright dost di
rect the path of the just" (lsa. 26: 7). We do not guide 
ourselves. To claim such is absolute heresy. God di
rects us through his word. We cannot be "just" or 
"righteous" without the Lord's directions. Jesus said, 
"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" 
(Matt. 4:4 ). The Psalmist said, "Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and light unto my path" (Ps. 119:105). 
Scripture, which does not come from ourselves, has 
been given to us that we might be ·complete, fur
nished completely unto every work" (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). Our spirituality is directed from God's word
not from our own selves. 

4. We are totally dependent upon an outside 
power source - which is the Lord. 

Jesus said, "For apart from me ye can do noth
ing" Uohn 15 :5). God said, "From me is thy fruit 
found" (Hos. 14:8). The Psalmist said, "I will lift up 
my eyes unto the mountains: from whence shall my 
help come? My help cometh from Jehovah who 
made heaven and earth" (Ps. 121: 1-2). Paul said, 
"Now unto him that is able to do exceedingly abun
dantly above all that we ask or think" (Eph. 3 :20). 
The Hebrew writer quoted the Old Testament and 
said, "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear: what 
shall man do unto me?'' (Heb. 13:6). God said long 
ago, "Cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and 
maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
from Jehovah. ... Blessed is the man that trusteth in 
Jehovah, and whose trust Jehovah is" Oer. 17:5, 7). 
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Condemnation is given over and over again in God's 
word to those who trust in men and things instead of 
God Almighty. Isaiah 31:1 states, "Woe to them that 
go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and 
trust in chariots because they are many, and in horse
men because they are very strong, but they look not 
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek Jehovah." 

Jesus taught us to trust in God - the only our
side power source that is really effective. We are to 
continually pray to him for help (Luke 11:1-13; 
18:1-8; Matt. 7:7-8). We are not to look within our
selves for the answers to the problems of li fe. We are 
totally dependent on our Heavenly Father. 

5. One cannot have a true, godly spirituality 
who disobeys the Lord. 

Jesus said, "If ye love me, ye will keep my com
mandments" Uohn 14: 15). This is also taught in 
John 14:21-24; 15:9-10; 1 John 2:3-6; 5:3; and 2 
John 6. One of the commands we have is not to for
sake the assembling (Heb. 10:25) on the first day of 
"every" week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:26; 16:1-2). 
Therefore, if one does not assemble with the saints, 
he does not love God and is definitely not spiritual. 
Anyone who goes out into the country on Sunday, 
instead of assembling with the saints, is in disobedi-
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ence to God and is devoid of true, godly spirituality. 
It is not "fine" to disobey God! 

The "Nones" base spirituality with emotional 
and uplifting experiences with nature. While it is 
true one can discover God's existence through na
ture (Ps. 14:1; 19:1; Rom. 1:20; Heb. 3:4), it is im
possible to know how to live a godly life apart from 
the revelation given through the Bible. Nature will 
not save anyone on the Day of Judgment. The 
"Nones" may be "spiritual," but they do not have a 
true, godly spirituality. Christ saves Uohn 14:6; Acts 
4:12; Eph. 5 :23). Salvation does not come by having 
an emotional, feel-good type of spiritual experience 
with nature. The Hindus are spiritual, but they too 
do not have a true, godly spirituality. 

Conclusion 
One day these "Nones" will discover that there is a 
God, and his word is true. But, then it will be too late 
to make any changes (Luke 16:19-31). Sad! They 
need to study the evidences that support historical, 
biblical Christianity. The proof is there for anyone 
with an "honest and good heart" (Luke 8: 15). The 
Lord encourages us, "Prove all things; hold fast to that 
which is good" (1 Thess. 5 :21). 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 

5324 Fairway Dr. 
San Angelo, TX 76904 

Those who are familiar with the congrega
tions throughout the brotherhood know that 
the subject of the eldership needs to be 
given much study. Elders, ministers, Bible 
teachers and students in general will 
welcome this reprint of brother McGarvey's 
book. Brother McGarvey's writings on any 
topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
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soul of the lives of elders. I have not read 
anything more helpful. • (AL) "I do not know 
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goal ... read this book once a month and every 
time doubt, frustra-tion, disappointment 
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A Synopsis of the Change Agenda 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

I marvel at the number of brethren who are not 
aware of the nationwide movement afoot 
among us to change the every aspect of the 

church of Christ, reshaping her according to a de
nominational format. Others have heard rumors of 
problems here and there but have no idea what is 
disturbing their fellow-Christians. For those who 
may not be aware of what it is these brethren are 
about, we offer the following brief synopsis of the 
things relating to the Lord's church, her faith and 
worship, that they are busily working to change. 

They wish to implement changes in what we be
lieve and the way we worship. Some would intro
duce instrumental music into the worship of their 
congregations. Others are willing to tolerate it. 
They yearn for a choir, but at this point most are sat
isfied with only a praise team. Solos, duets, trios and 
quartets are featured in some assemblies. Some 
would change the Lord's Supper from a sacred, sol
emn memorial to his death to a joyful celebration 
combined with a fellowship meal. They seek to 
change the tenor and atmosphere of our worship as
semblies to one more like our Pentecostal neighbors, 
with clapping, hands raised and rhythmic swaying to 
the hymns they sing. They would introduce drama as 
a way of teaching their message with men and 
women acting out various skits for the audience. 
Rather than preach biblical sermons they much pre
fer story-telling. 

They wish to allow women a public leadership 
role in the church. Most feel that women have been 
badly treated in our congregations and we must give 
them more opportunities for public leadership roles 
in the· church. A few already have women preachers. 

The are attempting to the change the nature of 
the church. They have concluded that the church of 
Christ is a human denomination founded some 200 
years ago by Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone. 
They eagerly seek out the fellowship of other de
nominational bodies. 

They have changed Christ's way of salvation. 
They teach sinners are saved by grace alone ... but 
then they say they are saved by faith alone; before 

and without baptism. Baptism, say they, is to declare 
that one is saved; a message borrowed from our Bap
tist neighbors. 

Many of them have discarded the name church 
of Christ, preferring Community Church or some 
other name that disassociates them from us, and al
lows them to bring unsuspecting souls under their in
fluence. 

All of them deny the New Testament of Christ is 
God's pattern by which we are to order and arrange 
our service to him (2 Tim. 1:13). Some of them ques
tion the inerrancy of the Scripture. Many of them 
make no distinction between the Old and New Testa
ment since they can find justification for many of 
their doctrines in the old Testament. 

Some deny there is a hell, others deny that man's 
spirit goes where Lazarus and the Rich Man went 
(Luke 16:22-23). Some want a new kind of congre
gational government. There are other matters, but 
these should suffice to enlighten even the most skep
tical soul. Significant aspects of the religion of Christ 
are being challenged by these men. Numerous false 
doctrines are excused, rationalized or tolerated by 
them. 

Now that you see the extent of the problem, can 
you understand why we labor to extinguish this 
firestorm of error? 

10630 West Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he place of women in society and in the 
church is being re-examined. It is obviously 
good to re-study any Bible subject .. . but 

such investigation will not change Bible teaching. 
We should be happy to look at any spiritual 

teaching and engage responsible reflection, seeing 
that we are admonished to grow in knowledge (2 
Pet. 34:18). In the course of such study we will de
velop a finer appreciation of Bible subjects, but the 
legitimate aim of re-thinking is to affirm basic Bible 
principle ... and not to change biblical dogma. 

If we enter the search to alter divine revelation 
and conform to popular philosophy, the result will 
necessarily be apostasy. 

If we engage the study to exalt sacred scripture 
and more perfectly obey God, the resu lt will be matu
rity. 

Solomon says a virtuous woman is more valuable 
than costly gems (Prov. 31:1 0). The word translated 
"virtuous" (KJV) and "worthy" (ASV) means "force" 
or "strength." She has "force ... strength," moral 
goodness and bodily stamina - the perfect house
wife; a help meet (that is, an appropriate partner) for 
her husband; the counselor of children; she is honest, 
God-fearing, frugal, intelligent, and a good manger 
(Prov. 31:11-31). 

New Testament writers of course concur in this 
Old Testament evaluation of a good woman ... wife 
... mother. 

In like manner, that women adorn them
selves in modest apparel, with shame fastness 
and sobriety; not with braided hair, and 
gold o r pearls or costly raiment; but (which 
becometh women professing godliness) 
through good works (1 Tim. 1:9-10). 

ln like manner, ye wives, be in subjection 
to your own husbands; that, even if any obey 
not the word, they may without the word be 
gained by the behavior of their wives; be
holding your chaste behavior coupled with 
fear. Whose adorning let it not be the out
ward adorning of braiding the hair, and of 
wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on ap
parel; but let it be the hidden man of the 
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heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God 
of great price (1 Pet. 3: 1-4). 

The hea rt of her husband can safely trust a virtu
ous woman. "She doeth him good and not evil all the 
days of her life" (Prov. 3 1:11-12). 

Good women have a profound influence on the 
quality of society. It is silent and background, but it is 
valuable and necessary. 

Jochebed made a sizeable impact for the overall 
good of humanity. She was the wife of Amram and 
the mother of Moses, Aaron, and M iriam. H er name 
is mentioned only two times in the Bible, but the 
courageous work of this brave woman cannot be 
over emphasized. 

She defied the king, and put her baby's ark in the 
Nile. She arranged to be a nurse to her own son until 
he was perhaps 12 years of age. She taught him who 
he was and about God. 

Moses was taken from J ochebed and lived as the 
grandson of Pharaoh of Egypt for 28 years. At the 
age of 40 he identified with the slave population at 
the peril of his life. He "forsook the land of Egypt, 
not fearing the wrath of the king." 

Moses returned to the land of his birth when he 

Bod's 
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by Don McWhorter 

Are women in the church being swallowed up by worldly 
culture? Has the Feminist Movement received accep
tance in the brotherhood? Should wives submit to their 
husbands? Join in a Bible study of the gender role 
controversy analyzing equality. divine hierarchy, silence. 
Also, hats, veils, hair cuts, clothes, and jewelry. Chapter 
summaries and questions. 0929540123, paperback 
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was 80 years old and demanded the release of the 
captive Israelites. He brought them to Sinai and gave 
them the law of Jehovah and made them a nation. 
All the good that flows from the life of the noble 
Moses is properly credited to his devout mother, 
who "saw that he was a goodly child, and was not 
afraid of the king's commandment. " 

Moses took up the cause of the slave population 
because of the lessons he learned at his mother 's knee. 

This outstanding woman quietly served her gen
eration and helped to fulfill the promise made to 
Abraham that "in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed. Because thou hast obeyed my voice" 
(Gen. 22:18). We benefit from her inestimable sacri
fice. 

Jochebed , like Sarah, is a prime example for 
emulation by good women of every age. 

Christian women will not run to excess with the 
godless females of these perilous times . Feminists 
"change the natural use to that which is against na
ture," compare the home and family to a concentra
tion camp, and deny the authority of male leade rs. 
They are brazen and corrupt. They do not act in a 
way that becomes "women professing god liness." 

A godly woman fears her husband and shows an 
attitude of respectful submission to his authority. 

Wives, be in subjectio n unto your own hus
bands, as unto the Lo rd. For the husband is 
the head of the wife, as Ch rist a lso is the 
head of the church, being himself the savior 
of the body. But as the church is subj ect to 
Christ, so let the wives a lso be to their hus
bands in t;:verything .... do ye a lso severall y 
love each one his own wife even as himself; 
and let the wife see that she fea r her hus
band (Eph. 5:22-24, 31 ). 

As the church loves and obeys Christ, so is the 
wife to love and obey her husband. Paul speaks of 
"the law of the husband" (Rom. 7 :2). The Bible 
teaches that the man is the head of the woman. T he 
Bible also teaches that Jehovah is the head of Jesus (l 
Cor. 11 :3). Jesus is God just as Jehovah is God. O ne 
is not greater than, nor superior to, the o ther. Jeho
vah and Jesus are on equality (Phil. 2:6). They have 
different roles, but one is no t inferior to the other. In 
much the same way, the man is the head of the 
woman, but he is not superior nor is she inferior. 
They are on equaliry, but they have different ro les. 

The word translated "subjection" in Ephesians 
5:22, is translated "be under obedience" in 1 Corin
thians 14:34 (KJV). It means, according to WE. 

Vine, "to put under, subdue, be obedient." 
Paul discusses the proper conduct of women dur

ing the preaching (prophesying) portion of the wor
ship of the church. He wrote, "Let the women keep 
silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak; but let them be in subjection, but as 
also saith the law" (1 Cor. 14:34). 

The apostle also discusses the relationship be-
tween men and women in his letter to Timothy: 

Bur I permit no t a woman to teach, nor to 
have dominion over a man, but to be in qui
etness . For Adam was first formed , then 
Eve; and Adam was not beguiled, but the 
woman being beguiled hath fallen into 
transgression (1 Tim. 2:12-14). 

Paul's instructions are too plain to be misunder
stood. The word translated "keep silence" in 1 Corin
thians 14:34 means: (a) "say nothing, keep silent (b) 
stop speaking, become silent .. . (c) hold one's tongue" 
(Bauer, Gingrich, and Danker, Greek-English Lexi
con, 2nd ed. , p. 749). The noun form of the word is 
"silence, quiet in the sense of the absence of all noise, 
whether made by speaking or anything else." 

During the preaching part of the worship women 
must be absolutely silent. 
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A woman may write articles and poems. Many of 
our religious songs were written by women, but 
women are forbidden to direct the singing (1 Tim. 
2: 12). Women may write the song, and sing the song 
as a part of the congregation. Singing involves 
"speaking ... teaching ... and admonishing one an
other" (Col. 3:16-17; Eph. 5:18-19). 

In singing the woman may not "teach over a 
man" (direct the song service) - this is based on 1 
Timothy 2:12 and not on 1 Corinthians 14:34, the 
latter passage refers only to the preaching portion of 
public worship. 

Liberals in the church realize that a woman is to 
be silent during the preaching segment of the wor
ship. Still, they say, "The Bible is not against women 
... standing up and speaking ... reading Scripture ... 
testifying." 

We would be much obliged if the liberals will 
please tell us how women can do this without violat
ing both 1 Corinthians 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:12. 

Cullen Murphy (not a member of the church) 
wrote an article for Atlantic Monthly (August 1993) 
discussing women and the Bible. He interviewed 
several woman doctoral students at Harvard Univer
sity and some women archeologists and theologians 
with terminal degrees from prestigious schools. He 
wrote: "The Bible is no stranger to patriarchy. It is 
an androcentric document in the extreme." 

The grotesque nature of Murphy's article is dis
played when he admits the Bible does not support 
the idea of women in positions of rule and authority 
in the worship of the church and in the home, but 
then turns to the Bible to try to prove that women 
ought to be preachers and presbyters. In a revealing 
paragraph discussing the work of Dorothy Bass of 
the Chicago Theological Seminary, abolitionist Sarah 
Grimke, and Francis Willard of the Women's Chris
tian Temperance Union, he wrote: 

18 

Their aims, initially, were two. The first 
was to identify and critically confront pas
sages and stories about women which they 
deemed objectionable - the stories, for ex
ample, of Delilah, in the Book of Judges, 
and of Jezebel, in 1 Kings. The second aim 
was to seek out and elevate to greater 
prominence passages and stories about 
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women which are positive and ennobling
for example, the remarkable image of Wis
dom personified as a woman, in Proverbs, 
and the stories of Deborah, in Judges, and 
of the prophetess Huldah, in 2 Kings. Both 
these trends of the early feminist response 
to the Bible have survived, in increasingly 
sophisticated form down to the present. 

The suffragist leader Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton made a contribution by means of ... 
The Woman~~s Bible, the first volume of 
which was published in 1895, Though well 
into her eighties, Stanton oversaw a com
mittee of female editors who scrutinized 
and critically glossed every passage in the 
Bible having to do with women. She came 
to the conclusion that little could be sal
vaged from Scripture which was fully com
patible with the belief system of a rational 
modern feminist. 

Having made the concession, Murphy and his 
entourage of women scholars then proceed to try to 
prove from the Bible that women are to direct public 
worship. He makes the usual and useless appeal to 
the women who witnessed the resurrection of Jesus, 
Prisca, Phoebe, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Lydia, and 
others. Murphy then explains the Bible restrictions 
placed on women in leading the public worship of 
the church by saying, "Generally women were not 
doing the writing." 

Murphy who talked to Phyllis Trible, the author 
of two books, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, and 
Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist Readings of Biblical 
Narratives, wrote: 

It is important to recognize where Trible 
stands in a spectrum that ranges, as she ex
plained to me, [f]rom some fundamentalists 
who claim that they are feminists but say 
they have no problem with the Bible to 
those at the other extreme who are unwill
ing to concede the Bible any authority at all. 

[Trible] doesn't forget for a minute, she 
said, that the Bible is a thoroughly patriar
chal text .... She believes the Bible can be "re
claimed" as a spiritual resource for women. 

Try as they might, these female scholars cannot 
gainsay the Bible teaching that women are to recog
nize the headship of man in the home and the 
authority of man in directing the worship of the 
church. A woman is not to teach nor have authority 
over a man (1 Tim. 2: 12). 

Murphy reports that Krister Stendahl, professor 



of divinity at the Harvard Divinity School, founder 
and co-editor of the Journal of Feminist Studies in 
Religion, "began doing theology as a woman and for 
women." She concedes, "Within both Judaism and 
Christianity the patriarchal side won." She declared, 
"One must approach the texts with a hermeneutic of 
suspicion, to use a phrase that is by now a cliche in 
feminist biblical circles." 

The Bible teaches that we are to give "honor 
unto the woman." Godly women are to be feminine, 
not feminist. It does not become a woman professing 
holiness to be loud, demanding, and domineering. 
The gentle woman of grace and godliness is honored. 
She is an influence for good in society, in the home, 
and in the church. 

In like manner, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, even if any obey 

not the word, they may without the word 
be gained by the behavior of their wives; 
beholding your chaste behavior coupled 
with fear. Whose adorning let it not be the 
outward adorning of braiding the hair, and 
of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on 
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price. For after .this manner 
aforetime the holy women also, who hoped 
in God, adorned themselves, being in sub
jection to their own husbands: as Sarah 
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose 
children ye now are, if ye do well, and are 
not put in fear by any terror (1 Pet. 3:1-6). 
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New Radio Programs for Sri Lanka 
By J. C. Choate 

Since 1975 we have sponsored radio programs 
on Radio Sri Lanka, a powerful short wave sta
tion located in Colombo, Sri Lanka. We have 

had as many as 17 weekly programs in 7 languages 
directed to India and Asia. Presently there are 13 
programs each week. 

Recently the Director General of the corporation 
wrote to us saying that because we have been so 
good to use their station these many years, they were 
inviting us to produce a program for their local sta
tions as well. This is the first time we have had the 
opportunity to broadcast the gospel to the country of 
Sri Lanka itself To take advantage of the invitation 
my wife and I made a trip to Bangalore, India to 
record lessons in Tamil specifically for these pro
posed broadcasts. We then flew to Colombo to sign 
contracts for weekly programs in English and in 
Tamil, and to deliver the tapes for both languages. 
These are now being broadcast throughout the island 
of over 18 million people. We were told that cover
age also includes southern India, - Tamil Nadu, 
where Tamil is the local language. 

It is our prayer that these new efforts in Sri 
Lanka will be the means of helping the local congre-

gations there to grow, and that the cause of Christ 
will spread more quickly throughout the island. A 
civil war which has ravaged the country for the past 
twenty years has greatly hindered efforts outside Co
lombo, and has been the cause of0 numerous Chris
tians migrating to other countries to live. 

Follow-up for responses will include personal 
contact in Colombo itself, and Bible correspondence 
courses and other literature for those who respond 
to the broadcasts in other parts of the island. 
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Negative Health ERects of Homosexuality 

By Timothy J. Dailey 

H omosexual activists attempt to portray their 
lifestyle as normal and healthy, and insist 
that homosexual relationships are the 

equivalent in every way to their heterosexual coun
terparts. Hollywood and the media relentlessly 
propagate the image of the fit, healthy, and well ad
justed homosexual. The reality is quite opposite to 
this caricature, which was recently conceded by the 
homosexual newspaper New York Blade News: 

Reports at a national conference about 
sexually transmitted diseases indicate that 
gay men are in the highest risk group for 
several of the most serious diseases .... Sci
entists believe that the increased number of 
sexually transmitted diseases (STD) cases is 
the result of an increase in risky sexual 
practices by a growing number of gay men 
who believe HIV is no longer a life-threat
ening illness. 

Instability and promiscuity typically characterize 
homosexual relationships. These two factors in
crease the incidence of serious and incurable STDs. 
In addition, some homosexual behaviors put practi
tioners at higher risk for a variety of ailments, as 
catalogued by the following research data: 

Risky Sexual Behavior on the Rise Among Homo-
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sexuals. Despite two decades of intensive efforts to 
educate homosexuals against the dangers of acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) and other 
STDs, the incidence of unsafe sexual practices that 
often result in various diseases is on the rise. 

• According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), from 1994 to 1997 the pro
portion of homosexuals reporting having had anal 
sex increased from 57.6 percent to 61.2 percent, 
while the percentage of those reporting "always" us
ing condoms declined from 69.6 percent to 60 per
cent. 

• The CDC reported that during the same period 
the proportion of men reporting having multiple sex 
partners and unprotected anal sex increased from 
23.6 percent to 33.3 percent. The largest increase in 
this category (from 22 percent to 33.3 percent) was 
reported by homosexuals twenty-five years old or 
younger.· 

Homosexuals Failing to Disclose 
Their HIV Status to Sex Partners 

• A study presented July 13, 2000, at the XIII In
ternational AIDS Conference in Durban, South M
rica disclosed that a significant number of homo
sexual and bisexual men with HIV "continue to en
gage in unprotected sex with people who have no 
idea they could be contracting HlV." Researchers 
from the University of California, San Francisco 
found that thirty-six percent of homosexuals engag
ing in unprotected oral, anal, or vaginal sex failed to 
disclose that they were HIV positive to casual sex 
partners. 

• A CDC report revealed that, in 1997, 45 per
cent of homosexuals reporting having had unpro
tected anal intercourse during the previous six 
months did not know the HIV serostatus of all their 
sex partners. Even more alarming, among those who 
reported having had unprotected anal intercourse 
and multiple partners, 68 percent did not know the 
HIV serostatus of their partners. 

Young Homosexuals are at Increased Risk. 
Following in the footsteps of the generation of 



homosexuals decimated by AIDS, younger homo
sexuals are engaging in dangerous sexual practices at 
an alarming rate. 

• A Johns Hopkins University School of Public 
Health study of three-hundred-sixty-one young men 
who have sex with men (MSM) aged fifteen to 
twenty-two found that around 40 percent of partici
pants reported having had anal-insertive sex, and 
around 30 percent said they had had anal-receptive 
sex. Thirty-seven percent said they had not used a 
condom for anal sex during their last same-sex en
counter. Twenty-one percent of the respondents re
ported using drugs or alcohol during their last same
sex encounter. 

• A five-year CDC study of 3,492 ho mosexual 
males aged fifteen to twenty-two found that one
quarter had unprotected sex with bo th men and 
women. Another CDC study of 1,942 homosexual 
and bisexual men with HIV found that 19 percent 
had at least one episode of unprotected anal sex -
the riskiest sexual behavior-in 1998 and 1997, a 50 
percent increase from the previous two years. 

Homosexual Promiscuity. Studies indicate that 
the average male homosexual has hundreds of sex 
partners in his lifetime: 

• A.P. Bell and M.S. Weinberg, in their classic 
study of male and female homosexuality, found that 
43 percent of white male homosexuals had sex with 
500 or more partners, with 28 percent having 1,000 
or more sex partners. 

• In their study of the sexual profiles of 2,583 
older homosexuals published in Journal of Sex Re
search, Paul Van de Yen et al., found that only 2.7 
percent claimed to have had sex with one partner 
only. The most common response, given by 21.6 per
cent of the respondents, was of having a hundred
one to five hundred lifetime sex partners.· 

• A survey conducted by the homosexual maga
zine Genre found that 24 percent of the respondents 
said they had had more than a hundred sexual part
ners in their lifetime. The magazine noted that sev
eral respondents suggested including a category of 
those who had more than a thousand sexual part
ners.· 

• In his study of male homosexuality in Western 
Sexuality: Practice and Precept in Past and Present 
Times, M. Pollak found that "few homosexual rela
tionships last longer than two years, with many men 
reporting hundreds of lifetime partners."· 

Promiscuity among Homosexual Couples. Even 
in those homosexual relationships in which the part-

ners consider themselves to be in a committed rela
tionship, the meaning of "committed" typically 
means something radically different from marriage. 

• In The Male Couple, authors David P. 
McWhirter and Andrew M. Mattison reported that 
in a study of a hundred-fifty-six males in homosexual 
relationships lasting from one to thirty-seven years. 

Only seven couples have a totally exclusive 
sexual relationship, and these men all have been to
gether for less than five years. Stated another way, all 
couples with a relationship lasting more than five 
yea rs have incorporated some provision for outside 
sexual activity in their relationships. 

• In Male and Female Homosexuality, M. Saghir 
and E. Robins found that the average male homo
sexual live-in relationship lasts between two and 
three years. 

Unhealthy Aspects of "Monogamous" H omo
sexual Relationships . Even those ho mosexual rela
tionships that are loose ly termed "monogamous" do 
not necessarily result in healthier behavior. 

• The journal AIDS reported that men involved 
in relationships engaged in anal intercourse and oral
anal intercourse wi th grea ter frequ ency than those 
without a steady partner. Anal intercourse has been 
linked to a host of bacterial and parasitical sexually 
transmitted diseases, including AIDS. 

• The exclusivity of the relationship did not di
minish the ·incidence of unhealthy sexual acts, which 
are commonplace among homosexuals. An English 
study published in the same issue of the journal AIDS 
concurred, finding that most "unsafe" sex acts 
among homosexuals occur in steady relationships. 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV). HPV is a collec-
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tion of more than seventy types of viruses that can 
cause warts, or papillomas, on various parts of the 
body. More than twenty types of HPV are incurable 
STDs that can infect the genital tract of both men 
and women. Most HPV infections are subclinical or 
asymptomatic, with only one in a hundred people 
experiencing genital warts. 

• HPV is "almost universal" among homosexu
als. According to the homosexual newspaper The 
Washington Blade: "A San Francisco study of Gay 
and bisexual men revealed that HPV infection was 
almost universal among HIV-positive men, and that 
60 percent of HIV-negative men carried HPV." 

• HPV can lead to anal cancer. At the recent 
Fourth International AIDS Malignancy Conference 
at the National Institutes of Health, Dr. Andrew 
Grulich announced that "most instances of anal can
cer are caused by a cancer-causing strain of HPV 
through receptive anal intercourse. HPV infects over 
90 percent of HIV-positive gay men and 65 percent 
of HIV-negative gay men, according to a number of 
recent studies."· 

• The link between HPV and cervical cancer. Cit
ing a presentation by Dr. Stephen Goldstone to the 
International Congress on Papillomavirus in Human 
Pathology in Paris, The Washington Blade reports that 
"HPV is believed to cause cervical cancer in women." 

Hepatitis: A potentially fatal liver disease that in
creases the risk of liver cancer. 

• Hepatitis A: The Mortality and Morbidity 
Weekly Report published by the CDC reports: "Out
breaks of hepatitis A among men who have sex with 
men are a recurring problem in many large cities in 
the industrialized world." 

• Hepatitis B: This is a serious disease caused by 
a virus that attacks the liver. The virus, which is 
called hepatitis B virus (HBV), can cause lifelong in
fection, cirrhosis (scarring) of the liver, liver cancer, 
liver failure, and death. Each year in the United 
States, more than 200,000 people of all ages contract 
hepatitis Band close to 5,000 die of sickness caused 
by AIDS. The CDC reports that MSM are at in
creased risk for hepatitis B. 

• Hepatitis C is an inflammation of the liver that 
can cause cirrhosis, liver failure and liver cancer. The 
virus can lie dormant in the body for up to thirty 
years before flaring up. Although less so than with 
hepatitis A and B, MSM who engage in unsafe sexual 
practices remain at increased risk for contracting 
hepatitis C. 

Gonorrhea: An inflammatory disease of the geni-
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tal tract. Gonorrhea traditionally occurs on the geni
tals, but has recently appeared in the rectal region 
and in the throat. Although easily treated by antibi
otics, according to the CDC only "about 50 percent 
of men have some signs or symptoms, and "many 
women who are infected have no symptoms of infec
tion." Untreated gonorrhea can have serious and per
manent health consequences, including infertility 
damage to the prostate and urethra. 

• A CDC report documents "significant increases 
during 1994 to 1997 in rectal gonorrhea ... among 
MSM," indicating that "safe sex" practices may not 
be taken as seriously as the AIDS epidemic begins to 
slow. In 1999 the CDC released data showing that 
male rectal gonorrhea is increasing among homo
sexuals amidst an overall decline in national gonor
rhea rates. The report attributed the increase to a 
larger percentage of homosexuals engaging in unsafe 
sexual behavior. 

• The incidence of throat Gonorrhea is strongly 
associated with homosexual behavior. The Canadian 
Medical Association Journal found that "gonorrhea 
was associated with urethral discharge ... and homo
sexuality (3.7 times higher than the rate among het
erosexuals)." 

• Similarly, a study in the journal of Clinical Pa
thology found that homosexual men had a much 
higher prevalence of pharyngeal (throat) gonorrhea 
- 15.2 percent compared with 4.1 percent for het
erosexual men. 

Syphilis: A venereal disease that, if left untreated, 
can spread throughout the body over time, causing 
serious heart abnormalities, mental disorders, blind
ness, and death. The initial symptoms of syphilis are 
often mild and painless, leading some individuals to 
avoid seeking treatment. According to the National 
Institutes of Health, the disease may be mistaken for 
other common illnesses: "syphilis has sometimes 
been called 'the great imitator' because its early 
symptoms are similar to those of many other dis
eases." Early symptoms include rashes, moist warts 
in the groin area, slimy white patches in the mouth, 
or pus-filled bumps resembling chicken pox. 

• According to the CDC, "transmission of the or
ganism occurs during vaginal, anal, or oral sex." In 
addition, the Archives of Internal Medicine found 
that homosexuals acquired syphilis at a rate ten times 
that of heterosexuals. 

• The CDC reports that those who contract 
syphilis face potentially deadly health consequences: 
"It is now known that the genital sores caused by 



syphilis in adults also make it easier to transmit and 
acquire HIV infection sexually. There is a two to five 
fold increased risk of acquiring HIV infection when 
syphilis is present." 

Gay Bowel Syndrome (GBS): The journal of the 
American Medical Association refers to GBS prob
lems such as proctitis, proctocolitis, and enteritis as 
"sexually transmitted gastrointestinal syndromes." 
Many of the bacterial and protozoa pathogens that 
cause GBS are found in feces and transmitted to the 
digestive system: According to the pro-homosexual 
text Anal Pleasure and Health, "[s]exual activities 
provide many opportunities for tiny amounts of con
taminated feces to find their way into the mouth of a 
sexual partner ... The most direct route is oral-anal 
contact." 

• Proctitis and Proctocolitis are inflammations of 
the rectum and colon that cause pain, bloody rectal 
discharge and rectal spasms. Proctitis is associated 
with STDs such as gonorrhea, chlamydia, herpes, and 
syphilis that are widespread among homosexuals. The 
Sexually Transmitted Disease Information Center of 
the journal of the American Medical Association re
ports that "[p ]roctitis occurs predominantly among 
persons who participate in anal intercourse." 

• Enteritis is inflammation of the small intestine. 
According to the Sexually Transmitted Disease Infor
mation Center of the Journal of the American Medi
cal Association, "enteritis occurs among those whose 
sexual practices include oral-fecal contact." 

• Enteritis can cause abdominal pain, severe 
cramping, intense diarrhea, fever, malabsorption of 
nutrients, weight loss. 

• According to a report in The Health Implica
tions of Homosexuality by the Medical Institute for 
Sexual Health, some pathogens associated with en
teritis and proctocolitis [see below] "appear only to 
be sexually transmitted among men who have sex 
with men." 

HN/AIDS Among Homosexuals. The human im
munodeficiency virus (HIV) is responsible for caus
ing AIDS, for which there exists no cure. 

• Homosexual men are the largest risk category. 
The CDC reports that homosexuals comprise the 
single largest exposure category of the more than 
600,000 males with AIDS in the United States. As of 
December 1999, "men who have sex with men" and 
"men who have sex with men and inject drugs" to
gether accounted for 64 percent of the cumulative 
total of male AIDS cases. 

• Women risk contracting HIV/AIDS through 

sexual relations with infected MSM. According to 
the CDC, "HIV infection among U.S. women has in
creased significantly over the last decade, especially 
in communities of color. CDC estimates that, in the 
United States, between 120,000 and 160,000 adult 
and adolescent females are living with HIV infection, 
including those with AIDS." In 1999, for example, 
most of the women ( 40 percent) reported with AIDS 
were infected through heterosexual exposure to HIV. 

• That number is actually higher, as "historically, 
more than two-thirds of AIDS cases among women 
initially reported without identified risk were later 
reclassified as heterosexual transmission." 

• Homosexuals with HIV are at increased risk 
for developing other life-threatening diseases. A pa
per delivered at the Fourth International AIDS Ma-- -
lignancy Conference at the National Institutes of 
Health reported that homosexual men with HIV 
have "a 3 7 -fold increase in anal cancer, a 4-fold in
crease in Hodgkin's disease (cancer of the lymph 
nodes), a 2. 7 -fold increase in cancer of the testicles, 
and a 2.5 fold increase in lip cancer." 
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HIV I AIDS Among Young People 
• AIDS incidence is on the rise among teens and 

young adults. The CDC reports that, "even though 
AIDS incidence (the number of new cases diagnosed 
during a given time period, usually a year) is declin
ing, there has not been a comparable decline in the 
number of newly diagnosed HN cases among youth. 

• Young homosexual men are at particular risk. 
The CDC estimates that "at least half of all new HIV 
infections in the United States are among people un
der twenty-five, and the majority of young people 
are infected sexually." 

• By the end of 1999, 29,629 young people aged 
thirteen to twenty-four were diagnosed with AIDS in 
the United States. MSM were the single largest risk 
category: in 1999, for example, 50 percent of all new 
AIDS cases were reported among young homosexu
als. 

• Sexually active young women are also at risk. 
The CDC reports: "In 1999, among young women 
the same age, 47 percent of all AIDS cases reported 
were acquired heterosexually and 11 percent were 
acquired through injection drug use." 

Homosexuals with STDs Are at an Increased Risk 
for HN Infection. Studies of MSM treated in STD 
clinics show rates of infection as high as 36 percent 
in major cities. A CDC study attributed the high in
fection rate to having high numbers of anonymous 
sex partners: "[S]yphilis, gonorrhea, and chlamydia 
apparently have been introduced into a population 
of MSM who have large numbers of anonymous 
partners, which can result in rapid and extensive 
transmission of STDs." The CDC report concluded: 
"Persons with STDs, including genital ulcer disease 
and nonulcerative STD, have a twofold to fivefold 
increased risk for HIV infection." 

• Anal Cancer: Homosexuals are at increased 
risk for this rare type of cancer, which is potentially 
fatal if the anal-rectal tumors metastasize to other 
bodily organs. 

• Dr. joel Palefsky, a leading expert in the field 
of anal cancer, reports that while the incidence of 
anal cancer. in the United States is only 0.9/100,000, 
that number soars to 35/100,000 for homosexuals. 
That rate doubles again for those who are HIV posi
tive, which, according to Dr. Palefsky, is "roughly ten 
times higher than the current rate of cervical cancer." 

"Exclusive" Lesbian Relationships Also at Risk. 
The assumption that lesbians involved in exclusive 
sexual relationships are at reduced risk for sexual 
disease is false. The journal Sexually Transmitted 
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Infections concludes: "The risk behavior profile of 
exclusive WSW was similar to all WSW." One reason 
for this is because lesbians "were significantly more 
likely to report past sexual contact with a homo
sexual or bisexual man and sexual contact with an 
IDU (intravenous drug user)." 

Cancer Risk Factors for Lesbians. Citing a 1999 
report released by the Institute of Medicine, an arm 
of the National Academy of Sciences, the homo
sexual newspaper The Washington Blade notes that 
"various studies on Lesbian health suggest that cer
tain cancer risk factors occur with greater frequency 
in this population. These factors include higher rates 
of smoking, alcohol use, poor diet, and being over
weight." Elsewhere the Blade also reports: "Some 
experts believe Lesbians might be more likely than 
women in general to develop breast or cervical can
cer because a disproportionate number of them fall 
into high-risk categories." 

Sexually TransmiHed Diseases Among Lesbians 
• In a study of the medical records of 1,408 les

bians, the journal Sexually Transmitted Infections 
found that women who have sexual relations with 
women are at significantly higher risk for certain 
sexually transmitted diseases: "We demonstrated a 
higher prevalence of BV (bacterial vaginosis), hepati
tis C, and HIV risk behaviors in WSW as compared 
with controls." 

Compulsive Behavior among Lesbians. A study 
published in Nursing Research found that lesbians are 
three times more likely to abuse alcohol and to suffer 
from other compulsive behaviors: "Like most prob
lem drinkers, 32 (91 percent) of the participants had 
abused other drugs as well as alcohol, and many re
ported compulsive difficulties with food (34 per
cent), codependency (29 percent), sex (11 percent), 
and money (6 percent)." In addition, "Forty-six per
cent had been heavy drinkers with frequent drunken
ness." 

Alcohol Abuse Among Homosexuals and Lesbians 
• The journal of Consulting and Clinical Psy

chologists reports that lesbian women consume alco
hol more frequently, and in larger amounts, than het
erosexual women. Lesbians were at significantly 
greater risk than heterosexual women for both binge 
drinking (19.4 percent compared to 11.7 percent), 
and for heavy drinking (7 percent compared to 2. 7 
percent). 

• Although the Journal of Consulting and Clinical 
Psychologists article found no significant connection 



between male homosexuals and alcohol abuse, a study 
in Family Planning Perspective concluded that male 
homosexuals were at greatly increased risk for alco
holism: '1\mong men, by far the most important risk 
group consisted of homosexual and bisexual men, 
who were more than nine times as likely as hetero
sexual men to have a history of problem drinking." 

• The study noted that problem drinking may 
contribute to the "significantly higher STD rates 
among gay and bisexual men." 

Violence in Lesbian and Homosexual Relationships. 
• A study in the Journal of Interpersonal Violence 

examined conflict and violence in lesbian relation
ships. The researchers found that 90 percent of the 
lesbians surveyed had been recipients of one or more 
acts of verbal aggression from their intimate partners 
during the year prior to this study, with 31 percent 
reporting one or more incidents of physical abuse. 

• In a survey of 1,099 lesbians, the Journal of So
cial Service Research found that "slightly more than 
half of the [lesbians] reported that they had been 
abused by a female lover/partner. The most fre
quently indicated forms of abuse were verbal/emo
tional/psychological abuse and combined physical
psychological abuse." 

• In their book Men Who Beat the Men Who 
Love Them: Battered Gay Men and Domestic Vio
lence, D. Island and P. Letellier report that "the inci
dence of domestic violence among gay men is nearly 
double that in the heterosexual population." 

Compare the Low Rate of Intimate Partner Vio
lence within Marriage. Homosexual and lesbian rela
tionships are far more violent than are traditional 
married households: 

• The Bureau of Justice Statistics (U.S. Depart
ment of Justice) reports that married women in tra
ditional families experience the lowest rate of vio
lence compared with women in other types of rela
tionships. 

• A report by the Medical Institute for Sexual 
Health concurred. It should be noted that most stud
ies of family violence do not differentiate between 
married and unmarried partner status. Studies that 
do make these distinctions have found that marriage 
relationships tend to have the least intimate partner 
violence when compared to cohabiting or dating re
lationships. 

High Incidence of Mental Health Problems 
among Homosexuals and Lesbians. A national survey 
of lesbians published in the Journal of Consulting 

and Clinical Psychology found that 7 5 percent of the 
nearly 2,000 respondents had pursued psychological 
counseling of some kind, many for treatment of 
long-term depression or sadness. 

Among the sample as a whole, there was a dis
tressingly high prevalence of life events and behav
iors related to mental health problems. Thirty-seven 
percent had been physically abused and 32 percent 
had been raped or sexually attacked. Nineteen per
cent had been involved in incestuous relationships 
while growing up. Almost one-third used tobacco on 
a daily basis and about 30 percent drank alcohol 
more than once a week; 6 percent drank daily. One 
in five smoked marijuana more than once a month. 
Twenty-one percent of the sample had thoughts 
about suicide sometimes or often and 18 percent had 
actually tried to kill themselves .... More than half 
had felt too nervous to accomplish ordinary activities 
at some time during the past year and over one-third 
had been depressed. 

Greater Risk for Suicide 
• A study of twins that examined the relationship 

between homosexuality and suicide, published in the 
Archives of General Psychiatry, found that homo
sexuals with same-sex partners were at greater risk 
for overall mental health problems, and were 6.5 
times more likely than their twins to have attempted 
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suicide. The higher rate was not attributable to men
tal health or substance abuse d isorders. 

• Another study published simultaneously in Ar
chives of General Psychiatry followed 1,007 indi 
viduals from birth. Those classified as "gay," lesbian, 
or bisexual were significantl y more likely to have 
had mental health problems. 

• Significa ntly, in his comments on the studies in 
the same issue of the journal, D. Bailey cautioned 
aga inst vari ous speculative explanations of the re
sults, such as the view that "widespread prejudice 
against homosexual people causes them to be un
happy or worse, menta lly ill. " 

Reduced Life Span. A study published in the In
tenratiollal ]oum al of Epidemiology on the mortali ty 
rates of homosexuals concluded that they have a sig
nificantly reduced li fe expectancy: 

In a major Canadian centre, life expectancy 
at age twe nty fo r gay a nd bisexual men is 
eight to twenty years less than fo r all men. 
If the sa me pattern of mortality were to 

continue, we estimate that nearl y ha lf of 
gay and bisexual men currently aged twenty 
years w ill not reach their sixty-fifth birth
day. Under even the most libera l assump
tions, gay a nd bisexua l men in this urban 
centre a re now experie ncing a life expect
ancy similar to that experienced by all men 
in Canada in the year 1871. 

In 1995, long after the deadly effects of AIDS 
and other STDs became widely known, homosexual 
author Urvashi Va id expressed o ne of the goals of 
her fe llow activists: "We have an agenda to create a 
society in which homosexuality is regarded as 
healthy, natural, and normal. To me that is the most 

26 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

This classic, a national bestseller; has had a part 
in leading thousands to the truth. It is an excellent 
six months course for all Bible classes. 192 pgs 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$6.99 Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 

May 2004 
Firm Foundation 

important agenda item." Debilitating illness, chronic 
disease, psychological problems, and early death suf
fered by homosexuals is the legacy of this tragically 
misguided activism, which puts the furthering of an 
"agenda" above saving the lives of those whose inter
ests they purport to represent. 

Those who advocate full acceptance of homo
sexual behavior choose to downplay the growing 
and incontrovertible evidence regarding the serious, 
life-threatening health effects associated with the ho
mosexual li festyle. H omosexual advocacy groups 
have a mo ral duty to disseminate medical informa
tion that might dissuade individuals from entering or 
continuing in an inherently unhealthy and dangerous 
lifestyle. Education officials in particular have a duty 
to provide information regarding the negative health 
effects of homosexuality to students in their charge, 
whose very lives are put at risk by engaging in such 
behavior. Above all, civi l society itself has an obliga
tion to institute policies that promote the health and 
well-being of its citizens. 

Dr. Dailey is w ltural studies senior writer and 
analyst at the Family Research Council, and is not a 
member of the church.. FF 

@0~@~@~ 

0~ 1f[l={l~ 

I l200G--ll-
l' 
~ 
f Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

Burt Jones, M.A. 

This book has been called "Chicken Soup for 
members of the church!" 

It is a collection of "gems" that were written using 
Bible passages that are often overlooked. 

The authors come from two different back
grounds, and thus, they have been able to select 
"diamonds" of different shapes, sizes, and value. 

You wil l find yourself learning more about God's 
Word with each new topic. paperback, 115 pgs. 

Great gifts for both young and old/ 

$8.00 plus $3.00 S/H 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order your copy today! 

1-888-367-6216 

Firm Foundation 



Potpourri ••. 
Our aim in this space is to take note of current 

idiosyncrasies because such quirks reflect 
the potential moral fabric of the American 

community. We lean heavily on certain aspects of hu
man eccentricity because they represent features that 
are deadly. 

When a civilized nation plunges into decadence it 
is sure to be overtaken by catastrophe and swallowed 
by oblivion. Even a casual glance at the history of our 
race demonstrates the validity of this alarming obser
vation. We are concerned for our children's children 
... and unborn generations. Open doors come with 
many adversaries. 

This is an exciting time in history. We stand on 
the threshold of a new day ofscientific advance that 
will result in a better quality of life than the world 
has known since Adam and Eve left Eden in shame. 
There are mind-boggling advances on the drawing 
boards of American research centers, and some of the 
new technology is already in the marketplace. The 
future for our kids and grandkids shines brightly 
with prospects that are undreamed of by most of us. 
Space travel is going to look like a peanut when com
pared to other developments that are just around the 
corner. But look out! There are problems and rough 
spots that will bring down any society that is insen-
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sible to moral law. Transgression of moral law causes 
disastrous repercussions in natural law. 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is are
proach to any people." A nation that is united under, 
and trusts in God, will be ethical by the standard of a 
divine revelation - the Bible. 

God fearing people will have a government that 
reflects their respect for the Creator. America was 
founded by such people ... and continues to have a 
majority that believes God is and that he rewards 
those who seek after him (Heb. 11 :6). A nation can
not be Christian. Only individuals can be Christian. 
When a community has many Christian individuals 
the government of that nation will reflect the faith of 
the people. The government is the people. 

Here is how it works: If Christian individuals 
within a nation influence the government to be up
right, and follow right principles, such as: 

• Truth telling 
• Keeping its word 
• Encouraging hard and honest labor 
• Desiring to improve 
• Having pure hearts and clean lives 
That nation will be strong and enduring, because 

of its moral fiber. 
If a society follows wrong principles it will destroy 

itself. When the people tolerate a government that: 
• Cheats 
• Lies - not keeping its word 
• Is slothful (lazy) 
• Is materialistic 
• Is immoral 
That nation will fall and great will be the fall 

thereof. 
God cautioned Israel to keep his commandments 

and statutes 31 times in the book of Deuteronomy. 
Jehovah promised the Jews that if they would be 
good and fear God they would be strong - a mighty 
nation. Jehovah warned the Jews that if they became 
wicked and did not honor God they would be cast 
down. 

In the annals of mankind it is written in large let
ters that the upright endure, and all others fail. Sin has 
within it the seeds of its own destruction (Gal. 6:7-8). 

The homosexual community is on the attack. It 
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seeks to have the tacit approval of society, and will 
not rest until its agenda is accepted - or, at least, 
not opposed. 

Homosexuals are after your children. Two men 
living together even in a loving and committed rela
tionship cannot have children. Two women living to
gether are barren. Children are produced by a man 
and a woman. 

Sodomites must capture the offspring of straight 
people to survive ... simply because they cannot re
produce themselves. 

Homosexuals are notoriously promiscuous and 
that leads to disease and death. The average age of 
men dying of AIDS is 39 (Center of Disease Con
trol). The average age of homosexuals dying of all 
other causes is 41 (Center of Disease Control). Some 
may live to be 70, but others will die early and that 
brings the average down. 

This is a stubborn fact and confirms the Bible 
dictum that "righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is 
a disgrace to any people." 

To promote their purpose homosexuals deny 
God and the Bible. They are quick to attack Chris-

tianity because Christianity wi ll not and cannot turn 
a blind eye to the evils of Sodomy. 

The homosexual plan is aggressive and mission
ary ... they want your kids. These Barbarians are at 
the gates of civilized society and demand acceptance. 

If the people of America are so weak-wi lled as to 
lie supinely on their backs and hug the delusive 
phantom of hope, then their doom is sealed. 

If we want blessings of purity to prevail, we must 
- must- reject the invader. Let all evil be banished 
from our shores. 

It reminds me of the men of Sodom banging on 
Lot's door and demanding his angel visitors 

Watchman! Watchman! W hat of the night? And 
now ... heeeeere we go: 

Under God 
!il(The following was emailed to me by a good 

friend of long standing .. . Virgil Poe ... thank you, 
Virgil. Brother Poe tells me he got the piece the same 
way I got it - by email. Virgil has served the king
dom as a self-supporting gospel preacher and also as 
an elder. His many years of faithful service follow 
with him. His dear wife, Dorrace, is a priceless ruby. 
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His son, Ted, a graduate of ACU, and a recently re
tired District Judge is a candidate for the United 
States Congress. We wish him well.) 

America's founders did not intend for there to be 
a separation of God and state, as shown by the fact 
that all 50 states acknowledge God in their STATE 
constitutions: 

• Alabama 1901, Preamble. We the people of the 
State of Alabama, invoking the favor and guidance of 
Almighty God, do ordain and establish the following 
Constitution ... 

• Alaska 1956, Preamble. We, the people of 
Alaska, grateful to God and to those who founded 
our nation and pioneered this great land ... 

• Arizona 1911, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God for our 
liberties, do ordain this Constitution ... 

• Arkansas 1874, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for 
the privilege of choosing our own form of govern
ment ... 

• California 1879, Preamble. We, the People of 
the State of California, grateful to Almighty God for 
our freedom ... 

• Colorado 18 7 6, Preamble. We, the people of 
Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme 
Ruler of Universe ... 

• Connecticut 1818, Preamble. The People of 
Connecticut, acknowledging with gratitude the good 
Providence of God in permitting them to enjoy ... 

• Delaware 1897, Preamble. Through Divine 
Goodness all men have, by nature, the rights of wor
shipping and serving their Creator according to the 
dictates of their consciences ... 

• Florida 1885, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Florida, grateful to Almighty God for our 
constitutional liberty establish this Constitution ... 

• Georgia 1777, Preamble. We, the people of 
Georgia, relying upon protection and guidance of Al
mighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitu
tion ... 

• Hawaii 1959, Preamble. We, the people of Ha
waii, Grateful for Divine Guidance ... establish this 
Constitution ... 

• Idaho 1889, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, to secure its blessings ... 

• Illinois 1870, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Illinois, grateful to Almighty God for the 
civil, political and religious liberty which He hath so 
long permitted us to enjoy and looking to Him for a 

blessing on our endeavors ... 
• Indiana 1851, Preamble. We, the People of the 

State of Indiana, grateful to Almighty God for the 
free exercise of the right to chose our form of gov
ernment ... 

• Iowa 1857, Preamble. We, the People of the 
State of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme Being for the 
blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our depen
dence on Him for a continuation of these blessings 
establish this Constitution ... 

• Kansas 1859, Preamble. We, the people of 
Kansas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and 
religious privileges, establish this Constitution ... 

• Kentucky 1891, Preamble. We, the people of 
the Commonwealth grateful to Almighty God for the 
civil, political and religious liberties ... 

• Louisiana 1921, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty God for 
the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy ... 

• Maine 1820, Preamble. We the People of 
Maine .. acknowledging with grateful hearts the 
goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in 
affording us an opportunity ... and imploring His aid 
and direction ... 

• Maryland 1776, Preamble. We, the people of 
the state of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for 
our civil and religious liberty ... 

• Massachusetts 1780, Preamble. We ... the 
people of ·Massachusetts, acknowledging with grate
ful hearts, the goodness of the Great Legislator of 
the Universe ... in the course of His Providence, an 
opportunity and devoutly imploring His direction ... 

• Michigan 1908, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of freedom, establish this Constitution ... 

• Minnesota, 1857, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil 
and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its 
blessings ... 
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• Mississippi 1890, Preamble. We, the people of 
Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful to Al
mighty God, and invoking His blessing on our work 

• Missouri 1845, Preamble. We, the people of 
Missouri, with profound reverence for the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, and grateful for His goodness 
... establish this Constitution ... 

• Montana 1889, Preamble. We, the people of 
Montana, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings 
of liberty, establish this Constitution ... 

• Nebraska 1875, Preamble. We, the people, 
grateful to Almighty God for our freedom ... estab
lish this Constitution ... 

• Nevada 1864, Preamble. We the people of the 
State of Nevada, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom establish this Constitution ... 

• New Hampshire 1792, Part I. Art. I. Sec. V. Ev
ery individual has a natural and unalienable right to 
worship God according to the dictates of his own 
conscience ... 

• New Jersey 1844, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of New Jersey, grateful to Almighty God for 
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civil and religious liberty which He hath so long per
mitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing 
on our endeavors ... 

• New Mexico 1911, Preamble. We, the People 
of New Mexico, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of liberty ... 

• New York 1846, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for 
our freedom, in order to secure its blessings ... 

• North Carolina 1868, Preamble. We the people 
of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty 
God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for our civil, 
political, and religious liberties, and acknowledging 
our dependence upon Him for the continuance of 
those ... 

• North Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people 
of North Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty, do ordain ... 

• Ohio 1852, Preamble. We the people of the 
state of Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for our free
dom, to secure its blessings and to promote our com
mon ... 

• Oklahoma 1907, Preamble. Invoking the guid
ance of Almighty God, in order to secure and per
petuate the blessings of liberty ... establish this ... 

• Oregon 1857, Bill of Rights, Article I. Section 
2. All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of 
their consciences ... 

• Pennsylvania 177 6, Preamble. We, the people 
of Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly in
voking His guidance ... 

• Rhode Island 184 2, Preamble. We the People 
of the State of Rhode Island grateful to Almighty 
God for the civil and religious liberty which He hath 
so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him 
for a blessing ... 

• South Carolina 1778, Preamble. We, the 
people of he State of South Carolina, grateful to God 
for our liberties, do ordain and establish this Consti
tution ... 

• South Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people 
of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for our 
civil and religious liberties, establish this ... 

• Tennessee 1796, Art. XI.III. That all men have 
a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of their conscience ... 

• Texas 1845, Preamble. We the People of the 
Republic of Texas, acknowledging, with gratitude, 
the grace and beneficence of God ... 



• Utah 1896, Preamble. Grateful to Almighty 
God for life and liberty, we establish this Constitu
tion ... 

• Vermont 1777, Preamble. Whereas all govern
ment ought to enable the individuals who compose it 
to enjoy their natural rights, and other blessings which 
the Author of Existence has bestowed on man ... 

• Virginia 177 6, Bill of Rights, XVI ... Religion, 
or the Duty which we owe our Creator can be di
rected only by Reason ... and that it is the mutual 
duty of all to practice Christian Forbearance, Love 
and Charity towards each other ... 

• Washington 1889, Preamble. We the People of 
the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do ordain this 
Constitution ... 

• West Virginia 1872, Preamble. Since through 
Divine Providence we enjoy the blessings of civil, po
litical and religious liberty, we, the people of West 
Virginia, reaffirm our faith in and constant reliance 
upon God ... 

• Wisconsin 1848, Preamble. We, the people of 
Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our free
dom, domestic tranquility ... 

• Wyoming 1890, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil, 
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political, and religious liberties establish this Consti
tution ... 

Mter reviewing acknowledgments of God from 
all 50 state constitutions, one is faced with the pros
pect that maybe, just maybe, the ACLU and the out
of-control federal courts are dead wrong! 

"Those people who will not be governed by God 
will be ruled by tyrants."- William Penn 

New look of Fidion 
~HANOI (Reuters) -An award-winning book 

that broke taboos in Vietnam with its central theme 
of homosexuality has been turned into a TV series, 
but the plot still suggests being gay is a disorder. 

The 10-part series, to be aired in June, is based 
on the book ''A World Without Women" by former 
crime reporter Bui Anh Tan. The whodunit is set in 
the underground world of gay men in Vietnam and 
won a writing prize in 2002. 

"The series' main theme is homosexuality is a 
disorder," Nguyen Minh Tiep, who plays the main 
character, told Reuters on Tuesday. 

The plot centers on a police investigation into a 
gang of serial gay rapists and lawmen who go under
cover and eventually befriend some gay men to help 
them solve the crimes. 

Tiep, who plays a policeman, pretends to be gay 
and befriends another gay man who helps him with 
the case. 

While homosexuality is not specifically banned 
in Vietnam, it is socially taboo in the Communist 
country. 

Houses of Ill-Repute or Clubs of Ill-Repute? 

$MELBOURNE (Reuters) - There's more 
money in owning strip clubs than being landlord for 
a brothel, Australia's Daily Planet Ltd. said on Tues
day as it announced plans to sell its namesake bor
dello. 

And while sex may sell, it scares off the investors 
and bankers Australia's first listed brothel property 
owner says it needs to spur its growth plans. 

One year after making a splash with its debut on 
the Australian Stock Exchange, Daily Planet said it 
would change its name and focus on expanding into 
strip clubs. 

Focusing 
0 MIAMI (Reuters) - A Florida teen charged with 

hiring an undercover policeman to shoot and kill his 
mother instructed the purported hit man not to dam
age the family television during the attack. 
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Newsmax.Com Saturday, Apr. J 0, 2004 
®SALT LAKE CITY - Despite a directive from 

Mormon leaders to stop the practice, members of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have 
continued posthumously baptizing Jewish H olocaust 
victims into the Mormon faith, adding more concen
tration camp victims to its roster of those offered 
conversion in the afterlife. 

A New York Jewish organization was so outraged 
that it asked U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton to intervene, 
prompting a meeting in early March between the 
former first lady and Utah Republican Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, an LDS church member, The Associated Press 
has learned. 

"It was a private meeting between two senators," 
Clinton said w hen declining to comment on what 
was discussed. Likewise, Hatch, through a spokes
man, would not comment, calling it a private matter. 

However, Ernest Michel, chairman of the New 
York-based World Gathering of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors, said he asked Clinton to intervene to force 
the Mormon church to abide by a 1995 agreement to 
stop the posthumous baptisms. 

Proxy baptisms are conducted in Mormon 
temples and offer salvation to the dead. Church 
members stand in to be dunked in water in the names 
of the deceased non-Mormons, a ritual the church 
says is required to get to heaven. However, the prac
tice has caused tension with members of other faiths, 
especially Jews, who find it arrogant and insulting. 
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The Mormon church has long collected names 
·from government documents and other records 
worldwide for the rituals. The practice is primarily 
intended to offer salvation to the ancestors of Mor
mons, but many others are included. The church says 
the practice does not force a change of religion in the 
afterlife since Mormons believe the dead can still ac
cept or reject the offering. (Editor's note: We wonder 
if this is the technique the Mormons use to promote 
their vaunted growth?) 

Definition of Liberalism 
{ilTo listen to some liberal teachers one would 

think that nothing is necessary, except the great prin
ciple that nothing is necessary, which -according to 
the bowels of unbelief- is the epitome of love. Lib
eralism says, "Love and therefore believe nothing" 
(H.A. (Buster) Dobbs) . 

Too Intelligent 
®A U.S. man has be.en rejected in his bid to be

come a police officer for scoring too high on an in
telligence test. 

Robert Jordan, a 49-year-old college graduate, 
took an exam to join the New London police, in 
Connecticut, in 1996 and scored 33 points, the 
equivalent of an IQ of 125. 

But New London police interviewed only candi-
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dates who scored 20 to 27, on the theory that those 
who scored too high could get bored with police work 
and leave soon after undergoing costly training. 

Mr. Jordan launched a federal lawsuit against the 
city, but lost. 

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New 
York upheld a lower court's decision that the city did 
not discriminate against Mr. Jordan because the same 
standards were applied to everyone who took the test. 

He said: "This kind-of puts an official face on 
discrimination in America against people of a certain 
class. I maintain you have no more control over your 
basic intelligence than your eye color or your gender 
or anything else." 

He said he does not plan to take any further legal 
action and has worked as a prison guard since he 
took the test. 

The average score nationally for police officers is 
21 to 22, the equivalent of an IQ of 104, o r just a 
little above average. 

Wife Beating 

@PARIS (Reuters) - An Algerian-born Muslim 
prayer leader in France faces legal action after he de
fended the stoning and beating of adulterous wives 
in a magazine interview, French Justice Minister Do
minique Perben said Tuesday (Apr. 20, 2004). 

Abdelkader Bouziane, 52, imam of a mosque in 
the Lyon suburb of Venissieux in eastern France, told 
the monthly Lyon Mag that the Koran allowed hus
bands to beat unfaithful spouses as long as they did 
not strike them on the face. 

Expressing disgust at "this archaic approach to
ward women," Venissieux mayor Andre Gerin urged 
France's justice and interior ministers Sunday to 
launch a probe into Bouziane's preaching, which he 
said "pollutes our neighborhoods and our kids' 
heads." 

"This man will have to explain his statements to 
a court," Perben told France 2 television. France's 
five million Muslims, the largest Islamic minority in 
Europe, are mostly of North African origin. 

"Domestic violence is an abomination," he said. 
''As soon as this article was published, I asked the 
criminal affairs office of the Justice Ministry to see 
how we can take legal action." 

Perben did not say what could happen to 
Bouziane, who has lived in France since 1979. 
France last week expelled an Algerian-born imam for 
preaching radical Islam and expressing support for 
the March 11 train bombings in Madrid. 

Many mosques in France import imams from 
Arab states, a policy French authorities and moderate 
French Muslims oppose as a potential open door to 
radical Islam. But there are too few imams educated 
in France to staff a ll mosques. 

Gay Hotel Kicks Out Straight Couple 
t?} KEY WEST, Fla. - Three heterosexual couples 

said they were turned away from a ho tel in this gay
friend ly tourist spot because of their sexual o rienta
tion. 

The six were vacationing with a gay couple and 
had reservations at a hote l called Big Ruby's when 
the three straight couples were turned away. 

"The manager literally said, 'We don't want you 
here,"' said Jim Pirih, who was vacation ing with his 
partner and straight friends. 

The group was a lready settl ed in their rooms 
Wednesday when the manager to ld the straight 
couples they wou ld have to leave, citing a policy of 
not allowing heterosexuals on the property, Pirih 
said. 

"He said he had to appeal to the majority, and 
the majority of guests wouldn't want straight people 
there," Pirih said (NewsMax.com, Apr. 16, 2004). 

First Settlers 
t?lSYDNEY (Reuters) -Aborigines invoked an an

cient curse on Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard on Tuesday by "pointing the bone" at the 
conservative politician to protest against his decision 
to scrap a top aboriginal body. 

Aborigines believe that to point a kangaroo bone 
at someone is to bring that person ill fortune, and the 
black magic is strong enough to cause death. 
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An aboriginal woman dressed in possum skin and 
traditional tribal makeup confronted Howard on 
Tuesday after he made a speech in a rural town and 
pointed a one-inch bone at the politician to place a 
silent curse on him. 

The aboriginal woman, known only as Moopor, 
was not permitted to speak with the media, in line 
with aboriginal cu lture, but the head of the axed ab
original body sa id the curse was a message to 
Howard to heed black Australians. 

"This curse could go two ways, it could enlighten 
him and lift a mental block that Mr. Howard has 
about indigenous Australians," Aborigine Geoff 
Clark told reporters. 

"Mr. Howard can refuse to ignore the message at 
his own peril and be put under a curse up until the 
next federa l election." 

Howard, who is expected to call an election later 
this year, dismissed the curse, saying, "I will deal 
with the matter calmly." 

Howard axed the peak Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) last week, say
ing the experiment in an elected black body to ad
minister aboriginal affairs had failed. 

Archaeology 
and the Old Testament 
by Alfred J. Hoerth 
OHers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 
and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0-8010-1129-9 Hardback, 448 pgs. 

$44.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

Archaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0-8010-6267-5 Hardback, 432 pgs. 
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Death and Dying 

{~}"That through death He might destroy him 
that had the power of death" (He b. 2:14 ). To the 
child of God, death hath lost its sting, because the 
devil's power over it is destroyed. The saved do not 
fear dying. Living near the cross of Calvary you may 
think of death with pleasure, and welcome it when it 
comes with intense delight. It is sweet to die in the 
Lord: it is a covenant-blessing to sleep in Jesus. 
Death is no longer banishment, it is a return from 
exile, a going home to the many mansions where the 
loved ones already dwell. The distance between glo
rified sp irits in heaven and militant saints on earth 
seems great; but it is not. We are not far from home 
- a moment will bring us there. The sail is spread; 
the soul is launched upon the deep. How long will be 
its voyage? How many wearyi ng winds must beat 
upon the sail ere it shall be reefed in the port of 
peace? How long shall that soul be tossed upon the 
waves before it comes to that sea which knows no 
storm? Listen to the answer, "Absent from the body, 
present with the Lord." The ship has just departed, 
but it is already at its haven. It did but spread its sail, 
and it was there. Like that ship of old, upon the Lake 
of Galilee, a storm had tossed it, but Jesus said, 
"Peace, be sti ll ," and immediately it came to land. 
Think not that a long period intervenes between the 
instant of death and the eternity of glory. When the 
eyes close on earth they open in heaven. The horses 
of fire are not an instant on the road. Then, 0 child 
of God, why fear death, seeing that through the 
death of thy Lord its curse and sting are destroyed? 
and now it is but a Jacob's ladder whose foot is in the 
dark grave, but its top reaches to glory everlasting 
(anonymous). F 
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Commentary 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Several wrote to ask if the Kingdom of 
God existed during the lifetime of Jesus. One 

questioner wrote, " It had to exist in some sense dur
ing his personal ministry: "The kingdom of God is 
within you" (Luke 17:21); " If I cast out demons by 
the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God is come 
upon you" (Matt. 2:28). 

J\ nswer: The kingdom does not "come" (Matt. 
..t"ls:10; Mark 9:1) until after Jesus' death, but the 
kingdom is present in prospect because its King has 
come. Much of the teaching of Jesus has to do with the 
kind of person one must be to inherit his kingdom. 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the ki ng
dom of heaven" (Matt. 5 :3). "Let the little children 
come to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever will 
not receive the kingda m of God as a li ttle child will by 
no means enter it" (Luke 18:16-17). 

Matthew starts the record of Jesus' earthly minis
try by saying he went about "preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom" (4:23 ); the example of his preaching 
which follows is the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5, 6, 
7). At the close of the sermon what he has taught is 
referred to as " his doctrine," or the doctrine of Christ. 

In this sermon he said, "For I say to you that un
less your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of 
the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter 
the kingdom of heaven" (Matt . 5 :20). Jesus is not 
just saying that, since the Pharisees gave 10 percent 
we must give 12 percent, or since they were scrupu
lous about tithing every mint leaf and dill seed, we 
musr be more scrupulous than they. 

The righteousness to which he points his disciples 
is a different kind of righteousness, "a righteousness 
of God by faith in Jesus Christ," to use Paul's expres
sion of it. It is a righteousness that comes through 
being forgiven of sin through the gospe l, rather than 
one that comes as a result of never having sinned. 

The Pharisees trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous (Luke 18: 9), under the mistaken notion that 
they could "establish their own righteousness" (Rom. 

10:3). They did not seek righteousness or forgiveness 
from God, as the publican did (Luke 18:13), and 
thereby did not submit themselves to the righteous
ness of God (Rom. 10:3). They did not seek forgive
ness of sins; they d id not see themselves as sinners in 
need of forgiveness. They were not poor in spirit. 

So Jesus is saying that our righteousness must ex
ceed that of the Pharisees, not just by being quantita
tively more of the same but by qualitatively exceed
ing it in kind. 

The whole Sermon on the Mount, indeed, much 
of the teaching of Jesus during this period, is point
ing toward Pentecost. 

The parables tell us what the kingdom of heaven 
is like. 

Everyth ing he is saying and doing presupposes 
the kingdom. The words of the One who will ascend 
the throne tell us how we as his subjects are to live. 

The Hermeneutic for Handling Jesus' Words Correctly 
Hermeneutics is the art of interpretation and appli
cation. When one reads scripture, how does one de
cide what to do? It is the task of "hand ling correctly 
the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15). 

For example, there are commandments in scrip
ture such as, "Build an ark of gopher wood," "Keep 
the Passover feast," "Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons," "Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature," and 
"Love your neighbor as yourself." Which of these am 
I to obey? How does o ne decide what is applicable to 
which individuals? 

This is the kind of question hermeneutics is sup
posed to answer. 

The princip les of hermeneutics can be expressed 
systematically and in erudite theological language, 
and often that is helpful in defining some of the finer 
points. However, they are not limited to that kind 
of expression. Basically they are common-sense prin
ciples we use all of the time in understanding and ap
plying whatever we are reading. 

I suspect that every one of the readers of this 
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column knows that they are not supposed to build an 
ark or keep the Passover, and they are not required 
to heal the sick or raise the dead, but that they are 
expected to love their neighbor and do their best to 
help take the gospel to every creature. 

There is value to systematizing the rules of herme
neutics, but I believe a person who wants to be faithful 
to the Lord and who realizes faithfulness entails fol
lowing the Lord's word, can tell through the exercise 
of common sense how to apply the scriptures. 

If a person under the law asked how to have eter
nal life, Jesus spoke to him as one under the law, 
"Keep the commandments." As one himself under the 
law, he dealt with others under the law with that in 
mind. 

The question is often asked, "Why the thief on the 
cross was promised salvation without being bap
tized?" The answer is that the thief lived and died 
under the. Law of Moses. The great commission had 
not yet been given. The thief was not subject to bap
tism for the same reason Abraham, Moses, David, and 
the rich young ruler were not. 

When Jesus talked about worshipil)g, he often 
talked about it as one under the law, to those under 
the law. They tithed, they fasted, they offered sacri
fices on the altar, and Jesus acknowledges that. But 
Jesus never made these things the focus of his teach
ing. 

He does not command fasting; he says those fast
ing should do it privately, not in such a way as to be 
seen and praised by men. He does not command tith
ing; he commends those who were scrupulous in tith
ing but rebukes them strongly for neglecting 
"weightier matters." 

However, when he says "love your enemies," 
"turn the other cheek," forgive until seventy times 
seven," he is teaching his disciples of that day, and us, 
how to live and act as citizens of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Five times in one discourse Jesus said concerning 
the law, "You have heard that it was said to those of 
old," and then added, "But I say to you." His was a 
new word, an authoritative word, for his new king
dom. 

The time of Jesus' earthly ministry, perhaps just 
three and one-half years long, is too short for such 
momentous, world-changing teaching to apply only 
to that brief period. 

Firm Foundation Books 
http:/Jwww.blble·infonet.org/ 
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MaHhew 19:9 
Each questioner referred to Matthew 19:9. The sec
ond and third questions as recorded above were ex
tracted from lengthy treatises designed to buttress 
the point of view the questions propose. It appears 
that in most instances a purpose of setting forth this 
view is to dispense with Matthew 19:9: "And I say 
to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for forni
cation, and· marries another commits adultery; and 
whoever marries her who is divorced commits adul
tery." 

The hermeneutical reasons for applying this 
word of Jesus to today are sound. 

First, Jesus rooted this saying not in the Ten 
Commandments, not in the Law of Moses, but in 
creation, in the beginning. 

"At the beginning," he said, God made them male 
and female and gave his will concerning the marital 
union, ''A man shall leave his father and mother and 
cleave to his wife and they shall be one flesh," citing 
Genesis 2:24 (Matt. 19:4-5). Jesus implies that, since 
the two have become one, it is God who made them 
one, and he decrees, "What God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder" (Matt. 19:6). 

Second, Jesus is not interpreting the Law of 
Moses to those under the law, he is superseding the 
law with the authority of his own word, "I say to 
you" (Matt. 19:9). 

When Jesus cited what God said in Genesis, 
which the Pharisees correctly understood to mean 
"one man for one woman for life," they objected by 
citing Moses: "Why did Moses command to give a 
certificate of divorce and to put her away?" Jesus 
said, "Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 
permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so." Then come the words of 
Matthew 19:9. 

. He acknowledged what Moses said, but super
seded it based on what God said in the beginning and 
on his own authoritative word. 

Matthew 19:16-21 is the record of the encounter 
of Jesus with the one we usually call the rich young 
ruler. Jesus did not tell him to believe and be bap
tized, because the great commission had not been 
given, the New Covenant was not yet in effect. He 
dealt with him as he was, a Jew, under the law. So he 
told him to keep the law. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Directory Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15 p.m. (407) 657-0657 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net ..... -Missouri-

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. ·cburch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. ..... 
Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeb;; R·o~d Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Nonhero Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the • • • • • 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

99 9 10 6 \W d 7 (417) 33 38 of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-701. (907) 456-4921. , a.m., p.m., we . p.m. 4- 66. • • • • • 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Farmington- Sunny;i~~· Church of Christ, Hwy p.m. (~ mi. east of 1-35) 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
373-5583 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. - Virginia -

-Alabama- Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
- Nonhpon Church of Christ, 2700 44c11 Ave., -Ohio-
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
- California - Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. - South Carolina -..... 
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 

Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville - Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile nonh of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. Carthage_ Canhage Church of Christ, 1309 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. w p 1 3 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 

est ano a, 756 3. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 

McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
320-9780 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Mdbourne- Church at Nonh Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

~----------------------------~ 
G~ve Firm Foundation as a gift 

1·888·367·6216 

g)anteC a SJ?ropftet of God' 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age Is traced. Or. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • 
Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Caring & Sftarittg 
· NCttvsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wile 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/ a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOt 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.uestious 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLOl $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket -sized book 
(3Y.!"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yeslcrday and Today 

by llurton CofTman 
Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan ofthc lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the " liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.7.5% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
sdd 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Fulhime, experienced preacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50/50 blade/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include resume, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send to Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Seeking experienced, full-time, doctrinally sound, 
mature, pulpit preacher who, together with wife, 
can work under elder's direction and guidance. 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
fO&r,V., Genuine black leather 

D-940999-46-5 ...•...... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ·•········· $24.95 
New Testament 

• Genuine black leather 
•.Gold edges 
• size 43t••x7l4.x 3ta• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• Size 5• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Name In gold ••••••••••••••••• $4.00/llne 
• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
CBJI for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritual and 
physical unlimited. Must be mission minded and 
active in soul winning and leadership skills. 3-
bdrm, 2-bath home w/formal living room and den 
provided. Salary negotiable. References, video/ 
audio tape of recent sermons, photo, email address 
desired. Send resume to: Church of Christ, 2223 
W. Morton St., Denison, TX 75020 Attn: Elders 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pa is looking for a sound gospel 
preacher to work with us. We can supply financial 
support of $370.00 I week. Any further income 
needed would have to come from other sources. 
This might be ideal for a retired preacher wanting 
to supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. This could also be 
very good for someone who has some support 
already established. You will find an excellent 
group of Christians to work and worship with. 
For more information please contact Doug 
Bullington@ (814) 734-3838 or write to same@ 
5163 Gibson Hill Rd. Edinboro Pa 16412 or E
Mail speedbull1 @aol.com. 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

__ ..._ 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christiana 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving •.• and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic reference concor
dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the centra/theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 1 0.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
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In Praise Of Hugo McCord 

H ugo McCord has climbed the last mountain 
and stands on heaven's tableland. This is 
the high ground for wh ich he longed and 

for which he had prepared. H e is co mfo rted by the 
encircling arms of Abraham and waiting that mo
ment when the last trumpet shall sound and the 
voice of the Son of God sha ll call him to the ultimate 
triumph. A band of ange ls came to escort hi s liber
ated sp irit to the sweet chariot that carried him 
home. 

He laid his amour down and exchanged his cross 
for a crown on May 15, 2004, a t the good o ld age of 
92. Like Abraham, he made his departure "satisfied 
with years." H e is now gathered to his own, and , as 
someone said on the death of another great man, "he 
now belongs to the ages." 

It is not just difficult but nigh to impossible to de
scribe the life of this valiant servant of Jesus. He has 
left us a rich heritage. His writings are of the highest 
quality and shall live for many years to continue to be 
a source of info rmation and of encouragement. 

Brother McCord was an example of the grace of 
humility. He neve r thought of himself " more highly 
than he ought." He was a man with impeccable cre
dentials and could have demanded that others give 
honor to his considerable accompl ishments and to 

him personally, but he did nor. He went quietly and 
modestly about the business of the kingdom. 

Early in his life he decided to give time to train
ing others in the way of righteousness that they in 
turn might reach others a lso. An army of well-armed 
soldiers of the cross can rise up to testify as to how 

well he did his work and how capably he taught. His 
constant study of the Holy Bible yielded a harvest of 
knowledge that overflowed to the benefit of all who 
came in contact with him. 

H e had no time to answer critics, but benefited 
from their comments and then went right on climb
ing the high hill and walking in the straitened way. 
H e d id not indulge petty things. 

Hugo McCord wou ld be embarrassed to read 
much of what has been and wi ll be written about 
him. Like the first king of Israel, he stands head and 
shoulders above the crowd. Like the second king of 
Israel, his piety is unexampled. 

We expect to see him again some day and sit down 
with him on the banks of the "river of water of life, 
bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. " And enjoy with him eating of the 12 
fruits of the tree of life, which always hang ripe. "And 
there shall be no curse any more: and the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be therein: and his servants 
shall serve him ; and they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be on their foreheads" (Rev. 22:2-4). 

H e sits in t hose hallowed halls amo ng the no
tables of the past, looking for those who are yet to 
come, and anticipating the glorious and jubilant en
try into the throne room of the Almighty, which shall 
seem to happen quickly and suddenly ... because 
there is no time there -no ticking of the clock- no 
death .. . and no decay. 

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors; for their works follow with them." 

Staff of the Firm Foundation 
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Editorial 

Is Any Among You Sick? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Since we have bellies that dema nd to be fed 
and have a low to lerance for pai n, it is 
somewhat understandable t hat we are 

conce rned about material things. The flesh, 
however, should not overru le the spirit. 

Jesus taught us that life does not consist in 
the abundance of things we possess. 

We acknowledge this with our lips, but our 
hearts are often far away. 

The penetrating question of Jesus is prop
erly answered, " It profits a man nothing to gain the entire world at 
the price of his soul. " 

The Lord said, "Labor not for the meat that perisheth, but for 
that which endureth unto eternal life." We answer, Amen ... and 
then waste ourselves working for perishing meat and ignoring 
sp iritua l verities. 

Of course we must have food and shelter, seeing the spirit lives 
in human, corruptible, morral bodies, but that should be second
ary and not primary. 

The manna the Jews received in the wilderness was vastly infe
rio r to the manna Jesus brought down from heaven (See John 6). 
Jesus is the bread of life. Except we eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood we cannot have life. We can have existence 
but not the abundant life. To eat his body and drink his blood is to 
absorb his divine nature through the knowledge and practice of 
his everlasting word (2 Pet. 1:3-4; John 6 :63, 68) . The soul is fed 
by the wonderful words of life. 

"If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. 
Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that 
are upon the earth" (Col. 3 :1-2). 

Al l of this, as you might have suspected, is a lead-in to what I 
want to discuss with you. 

The passage is: 

Is any among you suffering? Ler him pray. Is any cheerful? 
Let him sing praise. Is any among you sick? Let him call for 
the elders of the church; and le t them pray over him, anoint
ing him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of 
faith shall save him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up; and if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him. 
Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed. The supplication of a righ
teous man availeth much in its working Qames 5:13-16). 



Many read the words of James and wrongly suppose that he is 
talking about the healing of our physical bodies. 

Fleshly disease pales to insignificance when compared to spiri
tual illness. Sin-sickness is the greatest of all maladies. The Holy 
Spirit, through James, is not talking about the physical but about 
the spiritual. 

Let us look at his statement with eternity in mind ... instead of 
things bound by sense and time. 

Here is what the Bible teaches in this misunderstood passage. 
1. If you suffer, pray 
2. If you are cheerful, sing 
3. If you are sick, call for the elders 
4. The elders will pray for you 
5. The elders will anoint you with oil 
6. The prayer of faith will save the sick 
7. Sins will be forgiven 
8. In view of this, let us confess our faults one to another 
9. Let us pray for one another 

10. The fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much 

What Kind of Sickness? 
Please do not rush to the prejudgment that the Holy Spirit is talk
ing about cancer, heart failure, AIDS, or rheumatism. 

If we assume the scripture in this passage is talking about 
physical maladies, we will plunge ourselves into a morass that has 
neither exit nor satisfactory conclusion. 

If we accept that James is talking about sin-sickness and soul
disease, the teaching becomes clear and consistent. 

The situation is: a member of the church is caught in the muck 
and mire of sin. He is sick - sick in the soul. He calls for the el
ders of the church. Please remember that elders watch in behalf of 
your soul- not your flesh (Heb. 13:17). They are not too con
cerned about your stock-market investments, but they are vitally 
concerned about the temperature of your spirit. 

Elders in the church should minister about spiritual things ... 
not beans and potatoes. If elders in the church are primarily inter
ested in squash, cornbread, and buttermilk, then they deal in 
trifles rather than transcendent possessions. 

Be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat; nor yet for 
your body, what ye shall put on. For the life is more than the 
food, and the body than the raiment. Consider the ravens, 
that they sow not, neither reap; which have no store-chamber 
nor barn; and God feedeth them: of how much more value 
are ye than the birds! And which of you by being anxious can 
add a cubit unto the measure of his life? If then ye are not 
able to do even that which is least, why are ye anxious con
cerning the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they toil 
not, neither do they spin; yet I say unto you, Even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God 
doth so clothe the grass in the field, which today is, and to
morrow is cast into the oven; how much more shall he clothe 
you, 0 ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, 
and what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For 
all these things do the nations of the world seek after: but 
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your Father knoweth that ye have need of 
these things. Yet seek ye his kingdom, and 
these things shall be added unto you (Luke 
12:22-31). 

It is hard for us to get this important lesson. 
The Bible speaks of soul-sickness and spiritual 

death. Improper eating of the Lord's Supper leads to 
spiritual illness and death. "For he that eateth and 
drinketh, eateth and drinketh judgment unto him
self if he discern not the body. For this cause many 
am~ng you are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep" 
(1 Cor. 11 :29-30). 

Failure to discern the Lord's body while taking the 
communion does not result in physical maladies and 
death, but it does result in spiritual weakness and de
mise. A person can be dead in sins (Eph. 2:1-6). One 
can be spiritually dead while living (1 Tim. 5 :6). 

What lind of Oil? 
When the elders come to the sin-sick soul, they 
anoint him with oil. 

Well, what can that mean? 
Do they anoint him with olive oil? Corn oil? 

Motor oil? 
Anointing with oil can be figurative. In this case 

it must be symbolic because there is no way that a lit
eral application can be correct. [The hermeneutic 
rule is that a statement must be literal unless a figura
tive application is demanded by the context.] 

In this passage the context will not allow a literal 
understanding and therefore the statement must be 
symbolic. 

Anointing with oil can be figurative. Jesus was 
anointed with the oil of gladness (Ps. 45:7 and Heb. 
1 :9). What kind of oil is the oil of gladness? Is it lit
eral or figurative? The strange woman's mouth is 
smoother than oil (Prov. 5 :3). What kind of oil? Oil 
and perfume rejoice the heart (Prov. 27:9). If one's 
name is as oil poured forth, what kind of oil is that? 
(Song of Sol. 1:3 ). The sins of Israel had not been 
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mollified with oil (lsa. 1:6). Was that 3-in-1 oil, or 
machine oil? What is the "oil of mourning?" (Isa. 
61:3). Do rivers run like literal oil or like figurative 
oil? (Ezek. 32:14, Mic. 6:7). What is the "golden 
oil" of Zecheriah 4:12? The virgins had symbolic oil 
in their lamps (Matt. 25 :3). 

It should be obvious that "oil" is sometimes used 
in a figurative sense in the Bible. 

John tells us, ~dye have an anointing from the 
Holy One, and ye know all things. I have not written 
unto you because ye know not the truth, but because 
ye know it, and because no lie is of the truth (1 John 
2:20-21). 

Anointing was with oil. The anointing John men
tions was not anointing with literal oil, but with the 
oil of truth. Notice, "Ye have an anointing ... and ye 
know all things." The anointing enabled them to 
know all things. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also profit
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction which is in righteousness. That 
the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work (2 Tim. 
3:16-17). 

The man of God is made perfect in the mind of 
God through the inspired word of God. Your anoint
ing with the eternal word enables you to know all 
things - not mundane things ... not the intricacies 
of rocket science, nor the particulars of 
nanotechnology ... but all things that pertain to life 
and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3 ). 

Jesus told some saints in the first century to 
anoint their eyes with eye-salve to enable them to see 
(Rev 3:18). This obviously is metaphorical and refers 
to spiritual blindness (Ps. 115:5, Jer. 5:21, Matt. 
13:15). If the blindness is figurative, the eye-salve 
cannot be literal. The "seeing" that the symbolic eye
salve would enable must be teaching that enlightens. 

Furthermore, John says in this context, "And as 
for you, the anointing which ye received of him 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any one teach 
you; but as his anointing teacheth you; concerning 
all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it 
taught you, ye abide in him" (1 John 2:27) .. 

It is clear that John is saying that the anointed 
one is taught . . . is true . . . and is nQ lie . . . The 
anointing is the word of God, by which the man of 
God is made complete ... that is, he grows "unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." Be
ing spiritually mature in Christ is the result of attain
ing "unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowl-



edge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man" 
(Eph. 4:1~). It comes through and by sacred scrip
ture ... It IS the result of being taught. 

Jesus is Christ ... that is, the anointed one. Jeho
vah a?ointed him to be prophet, priest, and king. 
Amazingly, Jehovah anoints all his sons and daugh
ters (2 Cor. 1 :21). If you are a blood-washed child of 
God, then y~u are anointed to be an elect race, part 
of a holy nation, member of a royal priesthood, and 
regarded by your Creator as a king ruling on earth (1 
Pet. 2:9; Rev. 5:10). 

When you heard and obeyed his word, God 
anointed you. His inerrant revelation is a light to your 
feet and a lamp to your path and by it you know all 
things necessary for you to know to make you com
plete in all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

"Ye have an anointing from the Holy One, and 
ye know all the things" (1 John 2:20). 

Unconditional 

The promise of James 5:13-16 is absolute. The scrip
ture says that when the elders of the church anoint 
the sin-sick soul with oil and prayed for him, he will 
be healed. There is no "perhaps" or "maybe" about 
it. He will be raised up. The anointing and the prayer 
never fail. 

If elders smear olive-oil on the forehead of a per
son who is physically sick and pray for him will the 
sick, in every case- unfailingly- get well? If not, 
then James must not be talking about diseases of the 
flesh. 

In the first century, when supernatural acts con
firmed the new covenant as a revelation from God 
not every sick person was healed. Paul's thorn in th~ 
flesh was not removed (2 Cor. 12:7-9). Trophimus 
was left sick at Miletus (2 Tim. 4:20). 

So, not even every person who was sick was 
healed of his sickness by miracle even in the time of 
miracles. Do you ask why? The answer is that the 
miracles of the first century certified the gospel 
(Heb. 2:1-4). If a miracle of healing did not serve the 
purpose of confirming the revelation of God, the 
person was left with his malaise. Supernatural heal
ing in the first century was not unconditional. 

The healing of which James speaks is uncondi
tional. Every time a sin-sick saint calls for the elders 
of the church and they anoint him with the oil of 
God's word (teaching and exhorting him), and then 
pray for· him, he will be healed ... every time. No ex
ceptions. The promise is confess your sins, pray, and 
you will: be cured of your soul's diseases. 

"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righ
teous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness" (1 John 1 :9). 

Conclusion 
This explanation of James 5:13-16 is nailed down in 
the las.t verse of the quotation: "Confess therefore 
your stns one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The supplication of a righteous 
man availeth much in its working, Games 5: 16). 

The "therefore" points to what has gone before. 
It is a hinge word. It has the meaning of "in view of 
this," that is in view of what has just been said. 

James has been saying: "Is any among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church; and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord." 

And then he says, "Therefore confess you sins ... 
pray ... be healed." 

It ought to be obvious that James is talking about 
matters of the spirit and not matters of flesh. 

The Bible does not promise us that if we fear 
God and keep his commandments, we will be physi
cally .healthy, wealthy, and wise; but it does promise 
that 1f we serve God "the prayer of faith shall save 
~im that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
1f he has committed sins, it shall be forgiven him." 

The child of God may or may not have good 
health and earthly riches . . . he may be sick and poor 
... but he is rich in faith and heir to all the treasures 
of heaven. 

Let us keep the emphasis not on earth, but on 
heaven. 

If Jesus promised his disciples they would have 
no need of physical health-insurance and always be 
prosperous (with plenty of money in the bank), then 
many would follow him for the loaves and the fishes 

' and not for the things "that are more excellent." 
"For where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be 

also" (Matt. 6:21). 
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Jesus' Biography in the Psalms 
By Hugo McCord (deceased) 

I n the Old Testament 332 predictions of the com
ing of Jesus havebeen counted (Floyd E. Hamil
ton, The Basis of the Christian Faith, p. 157). 

Three hundred and thirty two pieces of marble, as
sembled by many different sculptors over some 
1,500 years, most of whom never saw one another, 
could not produce a beautiful statue, but only some
thing ugly, fantastic, and grotesque. 

However, if a super-overseer sent out a plan for 
the 332 pieces of marble to local sculptors, the result 
would be a beautiful statue. So, God, as a super-over
seer, sent out "pure words, as silver tried in a furnace 
on the earth, purified seven times" (Ps. 12:6), words 
"from God" to "men" (scripture writers), who were 
"moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21), words de
scribing the most beautiful life ever in human flesh in 
332 ways hundreds of years before he was born. 

Of the 332 Old Testament predictions about the 
coming-of Christ, Jesus, Biography in the Psalms is 
restricted to the 21 passages in the book of Psalms 
certified in the New Testament as predictions, and to 
three others (Pss. 22:1; 24:7-10; 31:5) that are be
lieved to be predictions. 
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Jesus' Pre-fleshly Existence 
When God, apparently in a heavenly conference "be
fore the world existed" Uohn 17 :5), to carry out his 
"eternal purpose" (Eph. 3:11) to save sinners by a 
human sacrifice "as of an unblemished and spotless 
lamb" (1 Pet. 1: 19), apparently asked, "Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?" (cf. Isa. 6:8). Then 
Jesus, "foreknown indeed before the foundation of 
the world" (1 Pet. 1 :20), responded: 

Neither sacrifice nor offering do you desire. 
You have opened my ears. Neither a burnt sac
rifice nor a sin offering have you requested. 
Then I said, "Look! I come." In the volume of 
the book it is written of me, "I delight to do 
your will, 0 my God, and your law is within 
my heart" (Ps. 40:6-8). 

Jesus' response, recorded in the book of Psalms 
by David, is quoted in a New Testament book: 

So, when he came into the world, he said, You 
did not want sacrifice and offering, but you 
prepared a body for me. You had no pleasure 
in whole burnt offerings and sin offerings. 
Then I said, "Behold! I have come! It is writ
ten of me, in the roll of the scroll, to do your 
will, 0 God (Heb. 10:5-7). 

His Personal Ministry 
Scholars place Jesus' personal ministry from the 
summer of A.D. 26 to A.D. 30. David's words about 
himself also pointed to Jesus, "Let not those who 
hate me wrongfully wink an eye" (Ps. 35: 19), and 
"They who hate me without a cause are more than 
the hairs of my head" (Ps. 69:4). Jesus said, 

He who hates me also hates my Father ..•. they 
have hated both me and my Father. So the 
prediction written in their law is fulfilled, 
"They hated me without a cause" Oohn 
15:23-25). 

UPalm Sunday, n April 2 
Though the Jewish leaders hated Jesus, "thousands" 
(Matt. 16:9-10), of "the common people heard him 
gladly" (Mark 12:37, KJV). For some reason those 
common people knew by heart the psalmist's pre
cious words, "Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the LORD" (Ps. 118:26). On what is called "Palm 
Sunday," as Jesus was riding on the colt, Luke says: 



[T]he whole multitude began to rejoice and to 
praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works which they had see n, say ing, 
"Blessed is the King who comes in the name 
of Lord! Peace in heaven and glory on high!" 
Then some of the Pharisees from the crowd 
said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your di sciples. " 
He replied, " I assure you that if these will be
come quiet, the stones will cry ou t" (Luke 
19:37-40). 

When j esus " rode into j erusalem, all the city was 
stirred, asking 'Who is this?"' "The marchers were 
answering, 'This is the prophet Jesus, the one from 
Nazareth of Gali lee"' (Matt. 21:10-11). He entered 
t he temple and there healed the blind and the 
crippled. 

The chief priests and the scribes saw the mar
velous things he was doing, heard the children 
crying out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son 
of David," and became angry. They asked 
him, "Do you he:1r what they are saying?" 
Jesus replied, "Yes. Have you never read 'Out 
of the mouth of chi ldren and sucklings have I 
ordained praise'?" (Matt. 21 :16). 

Thus Jesus was say ing that David in Psa lm 8:2 
was predicting how littl e ones wou ld react in his 
presence: "You [that is, God] ordained that children, 
even infants, should offer up praise." 

Tuesday, April 4 
Psalm11 8:22-23 

To the opponents of Jesus, "the chief priests and the 
elders of the people" (Matt. 21 :23), Jesus sa id: 

Have you never read the scriptures, "The 
stone which the builders rejected, this has be
come the keystone; this was from the Lord, 
and it is marvelous in ou r eyes"? For this rea
son I assure you that God's kingdom will be 
taken from you, and will be given to a nation 
producing its frui ts (Ma tt. 21 :42-43). 

As Jesus thus quoted from Psalm 118:22-23, the 
chief priests and Pharisees "knew that he was talking 
about them. They were seeking to lay ho ld of him, 
but were afraid of the crowds, since they considered 
him a prophet" (Matt. 21 :45-46). 
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Of the words that Jesus quoted from Psalm 
118:22-23 about hi s being a rejected stone, later the 
apostle Peter said to the Jewish rulers: 

This is the stone which has been accounted as 
nothing by you builders, which has become 
the keystone, and salvation is in no other, for 
neither is there any other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved 
(Acts 4:1 1-12). 

Psalm 110:1. Next, after Jesus had quoted from 
Psalm 118:22-23, he went to Psalm 110:1, "The 
LORD said to my Lord, 'Sit at my right hand until I 
make your enemies the footstoo l of your feet"' : 

Now while the Pharisees were assembled, 
Jesus asked th em, saying, "What do you think 
about the Christ? Whose son is he?" They re
plied, "David's." H e asked them, How then 
did David in the Spirit call him Lord, saying, 
"The Lord said to my Lord, 'Sit at my right 
hand until I pllt your enemies under your 
feet'"? If David therefore called him "Lord," 
how is he his son? No one could answer him a 
word, and from that day no more did anyone 
dare ro question him (Matt. 22:41 -46). 

Thursday, April 6 
We fo und that David's words about his being hated 
"without a cause" (Pss. 35:19; 69:4) were also a pre
dictive utterance about Jesus being hated "without a 
cause" Uohn 15 :23 -25). Another use of the Old Tes
tamen t scriptures is in 2 Samuel 7:14, where the 
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whole verse quotes God's words to Solomon, but 
only the first part, "I will be his father, and he shall 
be my son," is a predictive utterance about Jesus 
(Heb. 1:5). 

This same use of the Old Testament scriptures is 
found in that part of David's words about a traitor 
(apparently Ahithophel, 2 Sam. 16:20-23) had also a 
predictive utterance in reference to another traitor, 
Judas lscariot Oohn 13 :26-30). Two of the four 
statements David made about Ahithophel (Ps. 41 :9) 
were not true about Judas, but two of them were, 
and in those two Jesus pointed out "that the scrip
ture might be fulfilled, 'He who eats with me has 
lifted up his heel against me.' I tell you this before
hand, that when it happens, you may believe that I 
am he" Oohn 13:18-19). 

Black Friday, April 7 
Psalm 2:1-2 

Though Jesus certainly was even more tired than Pe
ter, James, and John, who, around midnight of 
Thursday, went to sleep twice in Gethsemane with 
"heavy" eyes (Matt. 26:40-43), no sleep was possible 
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for Jesus. After the illegal (Mishnah Sanhedrin, 4: 1) 
night trials before Annas 0 ohn 18:13) and Caiaphas 
Oohn 18:24), there was an "earl y" morning trial 
(around 5 a.m.) befo re Governor Pi late Oohn 18:28; 
Matt. 27:1-2), and then before King Herod (Luke 
23:7-12) . The two trials before the non-Jewish offi
cials David had pred icted : 

Why are the nations in tumult, and why do 
the peoples plot a vain scheme? The kings of 
the earth have taken a stand, and the rule rs 
have taken counsel together against the 
LORD and agai nst his Messiah (Ps. 2: 1-2). 

This passage from the Psalms later became part 
of a prayer by Peter and John and "their own" (likely, 
the other ten apostles, Acts 4 :23), who "with one 
mind they lifted their voice to God, and prayed": 

Master, who made heaven and earth and the 
sea and all things in them, who said (th rough 
the Holy Spirit by the mouth of David, our fa
ther and your servant}, "Why have the nations 
become furious, and the peoples plotted 
senseless th ings? The kings of the earth have 
appeared, and the ru lers have come together, 
against the Lo rd and his Christ" (Acts 4:24-
26). 

Psalm 69:21a 

On Friday morning, shortly befo re nine o'clock, Pi
late ordered t hat Jesus be "beaten with a whi p" 
(phragellosas), "and delivered him to be crucified" 
(Mark 15:25; Matt. 27:26-27). The "soldiers of the 
governor," in ridicu le, "wove a crown of t ho rns" , 
and placed it on "Jesus' head, ... spit on him, ... and 
beat him on the head" (Matt. 27 :26-30). The so l
diers took Jesus to a place called "Golgotha" (Ara
maic for "Skull," Latin fo r "Calvary," Matt. 27:33). 

Jesus was thirsty, not having a drink since the 
Passover Supper the night before. Mean sold iers of
fered him some wine into which they had put some 
"gall" (chole, something bi tter), bu r "when he had 
tasted it, he would not drink" (Matt. 27 :34; Mark 
15 :23). Even this derail had been predicted a thou
sand years before, quoting Jesus as saying, "They put 
poison in my food" (Ps. 69 :21a). 

Psalm 22:18 
Then the soldiers 

took his clothes and d ivided them into four 
parts, o ne to each soldier, and the inner gar
ment. The inner garment was seam less, woven 
throughout from the top. They said ro one an
other, "Let us nor rear it, bur le t us cast lots 
for it, to see who wi ll ger it" Uohn 19:23-24). 

Sadly the KJV (similarly the ASV, NKJV, ASV, 



NASB, Niv, NRSV) put an additional statement in 
the mouths of the four soldiers, quoting them as say
ing what they had done was "that the scripture might 
be fulfilled, which saith, 'They parted my raiment 
among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots"' 
Oohn 19:24). 

Actually it is doubtful that those four soldiers 
knew anything about what "the scripture" says (Ps. 
22:18), or even cared about what "the scripture" 
might say about anything. They were along with the 
crowd that was mocking Jesus (Matt. 27:29). 

After the quotation made by the four soldiers as 
to which one would get garment number five, cer
tainly a period is required. Accordingly the FHV 
(editions 1-3) takes the words "that the scripture 
might be fulfilled" away from the four soldiers and 
makes those words John's inspired comment: "This 
happened so that the scripture might be fulfilled." 

Now, however, I have learned more about John's 
use of the Greek word hina, with the result that I 
have, in edition 4, made John's remark even clearer. 
In editions 1-3 I had given hina its usual telic 
(telikos) meaning of "that," but I had overlooked its 
ecbatic (ekbatikos) meaning "with the result that" 
(Thayer, 304; G. Abbott-Smith, 217). Accordingly, 
the fourth edition of the FHV says: 

They said one to another, "Let us not tear it, 
but let us cast lots for it, to see who will get 
it." In this way the scripture was fulfilled, 
"They divided my clothes among themselves, 
and cast lots for my garment" Uohn 19:24). 

A more literal translation would be: 
They said one to another, "Let us not tear it, 
but let us cast lots for it, to see who will get 
it," with the result that the scripture was ful
filled, "They divided my clothes among them
selves, and cast lots for my garment" Uohn 
19:24). 

Adam Clarke wrote: 
The words [of john 19:24] are taken from 
Psalm 22:18, where it appears they were spo
ken prophetically of this treatment which 
jesus received, upwards of a thousand years 
before it took place! 

Amazing is the fact that a human being could 
write that the crucifiers would distribute Jesus' gar
ments among themselves, and cast lots for the re
maining garment, "upwards of a thousand years be
fore it took place!" (Ps. 22:16; John 19:23-24). 
Somehow that human being knew that Jesus was 
wearing one more garment than the number of the 
crucifiers! 

Clark's statement that the words of John 19:24 

"were spoken prophetically" fully explains how 
David could write of something "upwards of a thou
sand years before it took place." This means that he 
did not write anything of his own thinking, for "No 
prophecy at any time was guided by the will of a 
man, but men spoke from God being guided by the 
Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21). David himself explained 
how he was able to predict future events: "The Spirit 
of the LORD spoke by me, and his word was upon 
my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). 

Psalm 22:16 
Similarly, in this way David was able to predict the 
crucifixion, quoting Jesus as saying, "They have 
pierced my hands and feet" (Ps. 22:16; cf. Matt. 
27:35, 38). 

Psalm 22:6-8 
On the cross David said that Jesus would be "a re
proach among men and despised by the people," and 
that Jesus would say, '~ll who see me mock. They 
shoot out their lips. They shake their heads, saying, 
'He trusted in the LORD! Let him deliver him. Let 
him rescue him, for he delighted in him"' (Ps. 22:6-
8). The fulfillment of David's words was described 
by Matthew: 

Those who passed by were shouting insults, 
wagging their heads, and saying, "You, the 
one who destroys the temple and builds it in 
three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross." Likewise 
the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 
were mocking him, crying "He saved others, 
but he cannot save himself! If he is Israel's 
king let him come down from the cross and 
we will believe on him. He trusted in God. 
Let God now rescue him if he desires, for he 
said, 'I am the Son of God"' In the same way 
the thieves were heaping insults upon him 
(Matt. 27:39-44). 
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Psalm 22:1 
The sad prayer of Jesus on the cross, crying out 
"with a loud voice, 'My God! My God! Why have 
you forsaken me?"' (Matt. 27:46), is not cited by the 
New Testament writers as being the fulfillment of 
Psalm 22:1, but it is clear that Jesus, in "darkness" 
(Matt. 27:45), in bloody agony, quoted David's exact 
words in Psalm 22:1 (Matt. 27:46) as true of himself. 

I wish I knew why Jesus was asking God why he 
had forsaken him. He had known before he left 
heaven that "it was necessary for the Christ to suffer 
these things" (Luke 24:26), and that he must "give 
his life a ransom for many" (Matt. 20:28). He knew 
that he could avoid the crucifixion if he so chose: "I 
lay down my life that I might receive it again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down by myself" Qohn 
10:17-18). He knew that he "could pray to my Fa
ther and he would send more than twelve legions of 
angels" (Matt. 26:53) to rescue him. 

Jesus knew all the foregoing, and did not allow 
himself to pray, "Father, save me from this hour." 
Boldly he announced "I came to this hour for this 
reason" Oohn 12:27), to be God-forsaken as "sin" 
and as a "curse." But the reason why Jesus asked 
God why he had forsaken him I do not know. To me 
that reason is one of the "secret things" that "belong 
to the LORD our God" (Deut. 29:29). I rejoice that 
the plan of salvation is so clear and plain that "way
faring men and fools will not go astray" (lsa. 35: 8). 
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Psalm 69:21b 
Even in Jesus' six hours suffering on the cross, on his 
mind was the fact that "all things written about" him 
"in Moses' law and in the prophets and in the psalms 
must be fulfilled" (Luke 24:44 ). In his vast knowl
edge of the book of Psalms he remembered that 
Psalm 69:21b (69:22b in the Hebrew) was a predic
tion of himself: "in my thirst they gave me hometz to 
drink." A hometz substance is "what is leavened, fer
mented" (Davidson). A hometz liquid could be "vin
egar" (KJV, ASV), but vinegar is not a drink. A 
hometz liquid could be "sour wine" (FHV), which is 
a drink. 

Jesus wanted to fulfill the prediction of Psalm 
69:21b, and so from the cross he said, "I am thirsty" 
(dipso, John 19:28). Somebody brought a vessel full 
of oxos Oohn 19:29), "sour wine, the ordinary drink 
of laborers and common soldiers" (Abbott-Smith). It 
"relieved thirst more effectively than water and, be
cause it was cheaper than regular wine, it was a fa
vorite beverage of the lower ranks of society" (BGD, 
574). Both the KJV and the ASV say that a "vessel 
full of vinegar" was brought, which is not a drink. 
Instead, an unknown person, who did not know that 
David had predicted "sour wine" (Ps. 69:21b, FHV) 
would be offered to Jesus, brought "a vessel full of 
the sour wine," which, "placed on a hyssop stalk, 
was lifted to his mouth. Jesus received the wine, and 
said, 'It is finished,' and bowed his head, and yielded 
his spirit" Qohn 19:29-30). 

Psalm 31:5 
John omitted telling that, after Jesus had said, "It is 
finished" (apparently in reference to his earlier state
ment to the Father, "I have finished the work which 
you gave me to do" Oohn 17:4 )), he also "cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, 'Father, I entrust my spirit 
into your hands"' (Luke 23 :46). This, the last of 
Jesus' seven utterances on the cross, is a parallel with 
his earlier cry "with a loud voice, 'My God! My 
God! Why have you forsaken me?'" (Ps. 22:1) in that 
neither of David's statements (Pss. 22:1; 31:5), used 
by Jesus, is said to be a prediction of what Jesus 
would say. All we can say is that J esus was using 
David's words. 

Psalm 34:20 
After Jesus died, the soldiers "did not break his legs," 
which they did in reference to the two still living 
thieves Qohn 19:33). However, "one of the soldiers 
pierced Jesus' side with his spear" Oohn 19:34). 
That soldier, in piercing Jesus' side, but refraining 



from breaking his legs, did not know that he was ful
filling a scripture prediction about J esus' crucifixion: 
"The LORD keeps all of his bones; not one of them 
is broken" (Ps. 34:20). 

As shown above, in the discussion about hina (Ps. 
22: 18; John 19:23-24), the FHV (editions 1-3, and 
similarly the KJV, ASV, NIV) erred in saying, about 
j esus hav ing no broken bones, that this "occurred 
that the scriptu re might be fulfill ed, 'Not one of hi s 
bones will be broken"' Uohn 19 :36). The so ldiers 
crucify ing Jesus we re not trying to fulfill scriptu re in 
leav ing Jesus' legs unbroken. The fourth edi tion of 
the FHV says that "the occurrence of these thi ngs 
had been foretold in the scripture, 'Nor one of his 
bones will be broken"' (Ps. 34:20). 

Sunday, April 9 
In heaven, a thousand years befo re " the full ness of 
time" (Gal. 4:4) for Jesus to die on the cross, he was 
already rejoicing that he would not stay dead, say ing, 
"I will celebrate the decree of the LORD. H e said to 
me, 'You are my Son. Today I have begotten you"' 
(Ps. 2:7). The apostle Paul explains why Jesus was so 
happy, writing, "God raised him from the dead ... as 
it is written in the second psalm, 'You are my Son. I 
have begotten you today"' (Acts 13 :30-33 ). So we 
learn that the " today" of his resurrection (April 9, 
A.D. 30) was figuratively portrayed as his being "be
gotten," though he had always ex isted (Mic. 5 :2). As 
the word begotten poin ts to the beginning of new 
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life, so the resurrection of Jesus points to the time 
when "all those in the graves" will "come out" to "a 
resurrection of life" or to "a resurrection of condem
nation" Uohn 5 :28-29). 

Not only does Psalm 2:7 predict Jesus' joyful res
urrection before he became "flesh" Uohn 1:14), but 
another psalm quotes his saying in heaven "my flesh" 
will "rest in hope" (Ps. 16:9). Psalm 16:10 continues 
his rejoicing, but that you cannot learn by the KJV 
read ing: 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hel l; nei
ther wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. 

The word soul (nephesh in the Hebrew, psuche in 
the Greek), in the KJV mistra nslation of Psalm 
16:10, normally is a person's immortal spirit (Gen. 
35: 18; Eccl. 12:7; Zech. 12:1; Matthew 10:28; 
22:32; H eb. 12:9; James 5 :20; 1 Peter 1:9; Revela
tion 6 :9), but sometimes means a corpse, a dead 
body (Num. 5 :2 ; 6:6; 9:6, 7, 10), which latter mean
ing the context of Psalm 16:10 demands. 

The word hell (geenna ) in the KJV is a mistrans
lation of Psalm 16:10 and is not in the Hebrew origi
nal nor in the Greek LXX. In place of "hell" the H e
brew original has sheol, and the Greek LXX has 
haides, which two words sometimes mean a grave 
(Gen. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29, 3 1; Ps. 88 :3 in the H e
brew; Ps. 87:4 in the Greek LXX; Ps. 16:10 in the 
Hebrew; Ps. 15: 10 in the Greek LXX), which mean
ing the context of Psa lm 16:1 0 demands. 

T he replacement of "soul" and "hell" in Psalm 
16:9-10 of the KJV with "body" and "grave" shows 
why Jesus was rejoicing in heaven, before he had a 
fleshly body: "my flesh" will "rest in hope. For you 
Uesus speaking to the Father] will not leave my body 
in the grave; neither will you allow your Holy One 
to see corruption." 

David's prophecy in Psalm 16:9-10, that JesJg~ 
body would not be left in the grave nor would it see 
corruption, written in H ebrew, Peter by Luke 
brought over to Acts 2:27 in Greek. There the KJV 
has repeated its two erroneous words (soul and hell) 
as in its mistranslation of Psalm 16:9-10. 

Likewise the ASV has two erroneous words (soul 
and Hades) in Acts 2:27, and so does the FH V, edi
tions 1-3. If the word soul (psuche) had its usual 
meaning (man's eternal spirit, H eb. 12:9 ; M att. 
10:28; 1 Pet. 1:9; James 5:20) in Acts 2 :27, then Pe
ter made a mistake, quoting Jesus as saying to the Fa
ther, "Thou wilt not leave my soul unto Hades," for 
Jesus' soul, his spirit (Luke 23:46) did not go "unto 
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Hades." Instead, his soul, his spirit, on his dying day, 
went to "Paradise" (Luke 23:43). However, Acts 
2:26-27, with the words body and grave inserted, 
says: "[M]y flesh also will live in hope, for you will 
not leave my body in the grave, neither will you al
low your Holy One to see decay," which translation 
is in FHv, edition 4. 

Similarly, in Acts 2:31 the KJV erred in inserting 
soul and hell, and the ASV and the FHV, editions 1-
3, in inserting Hades. The whole context of Acts 
2:24-32 calls for this translation in Acts 2:31: "He 
[David] foresaw the resurrection of Christ and spoke 
of it, that he was not left in the grave, neither did his 
flesh see decay," which is the translation of the FHV, 
edition 4. 

Thursday, May 18 
After jesus' resurrection on April 9 he was on the 
earth 40 days (Acts 1:3). Then, on May 18, on "the 
mount called Olives" (Acts 1: 12), he spoke his last 
words to his 11 "chosen apostles" (Acts 1 :2). While 
"they were looking, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him up, out of their sight" into "heaven" (Acts 
1:9-11 ). It is believed that David ("a prophet," Acts 
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2:30) foretold the ascension of his "Lord" (Ps. 
"110:1; Matt. 22:45) in Psalm 24:7-10: "0 gates lift 
up your heads! Be lifted up, 0 ancient doors, and the 
King of glory will come in! Who is the King of glory! 
The LORD, strong and mighty! The LORD mighty 
in battle! 0 gates, lift your heads, yes, lift the ancient 
doors, and the King of glory will come in. Who is the 
King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of 
glory!" 

Sunday, May 28 
In God's wisdom, the "today" prediction of Psalm 
2:7, of jesus figuratively being "begotten," not only 
referred: 

(1) to jesus' resurrection day, April 9, A.D. 30 
(Acts 13:30-33), but also 

(2) to his coronation day as "KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS," on Pentecost Sunday, "the 
Lord's day," May 28 (Ps. 45:6-7; 89:3-4; 110:1-3; 
132:11; Acts 2:1-2, 30; Heb. 1:5, 8-9; Rev. 1:10; 
17:14; 19:16), and also 

(3) to his ordination day as "a priest forever, af
ter the order of Melchizedek" (Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:5-
6, 10; 6:20; 7:20-21). 

In the coronation ceremony in heaven the Father 
even called jesus "God," saying: 

Your throne, 0 God, is forever and ever, and 
the scepter of righteousness is the scepter of 
your kingdom .... You have loved righteous
ness and hated iniquity. Therefore God, even 
your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness above your fellows (Heb. 1:8-9). 

As the word begotten (Ps. 2:7; Heb. 1:5) points 
to the beginning of new life, so the Father used the 
word begotten figuratively when he crowned jesus at 
the beginning of what jesus called "my kingdom" 
Uohn 18:36; Acts 2:30; Col. 1:13), which jesus also 
called "my church" (Matt. 16:18). 

Zechariah had predicted that jesus would "rule 
upon his throne" and would "be a priest upon his 
throne" (6:13). "Such a priest is appropriate for us: 
holy, blameless, spotless, separated from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens" (Heb. 7 :26). Christ 
"did not glorify himself to be a high priest, but the 
One who spoke to him, 'You are my Son! I have be
gotten you today"' (He b. 5 :5). 

What a picture! "Christ appeared as a high 
priest," not with the "blood of goats and calves, but 
by his own blood," sprinkling "our hearts" from "an 
evil conscience, and" having "our body washed with 
pure water," that we might obtain "eternal redemp
tion" (Heb. 9:11-12; 10:21-22). 



In Every Worship Service 

A thousand years before congregations of Christians 
began assembling together in worship services, Jesus 
had said to the Father, "I will declare your name to 
my brothers. In the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you" (Ps. 22:22)! Jesus is present spiritually in 
every worship service, even when only "two or 
three" have "assembled in my name," as he said, "I 
am in the midst of them," male or female, slave or 
free, of any skin color, "of all nations" (Matt. 18:20; 
28:19; Gal. 3:28). He loves each one Uohn 15:13), 
and is delighted to become one with them: "Both he 
who sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all of 
one, and so he is not ashamed to call them brothers," 
repeating what he had said to the Father before he 
came to the earth: "I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers. In the congregation I will sing hymns 
(humneo) of praise to you" (Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:12). 
Jesus' words (Ps. 22:22; He b. 2: 12) do not point to 
solos and choirs, but simply that he spiritually is one 
in "the midst of the congregation" singing "to my 
brothers" and "to you" [God]. 

Thrilling is the thought that when Christians 

The Bible Translation Controversy 
Expanded Edition 
by Wayne Jackson 

Which translation of the Bible is the "right" transla
tion? Some view with suspicion most anyone who uses 
any Bible translation other than the King James 
Version. Others, with an equal lack of discernment, 
exhibit little interest in a textually accurate edition of 
God's Holy Book. 

A great number of highly respected, competent Bible 
students have pronounced this small book one of the 
more rational, even-handed discussions to make its 
presence felt in almost a score of years .•...•.•.••. $4.95 

Parables in Profile 
by Wayne Jackson 

In that marvelous galaxy of teaching that came from 
the lips of Christ, a solar system of parables has 
instructed and thrilled multiplied thousands for nearly 
20 centuries. The Lord's parables contain some of the 
most preachable and teachable material in the New 
Testament; no good teacher can afford to ignore this 
depository of divine information. Wayne Jackson, a 
close student of the Bible and a lucid writer, has, in this 
volume, given valuable material on the parables of 
Christ. The outlines have been expanded in this 
revised edition to include rich material so that every 
preacher will find himself using this book frequently. 
This volume contains enough material for at least a six-
month study course ............................................ $7.95 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

teach "one another, in psalms and hymns and spiri
tual songs" (Col. 3:16), that Jesus is present and do
ing the same thing! And when Christians sing "with 
grace in" their "hearts to God" (Col. 3:16), Jesus is 
spiritually present doing the same things! 

The Calendar 
The Roman calendar was based on the founding of 
the city of Rome by Romulus and Remus: Anno Urbis 
Conditae, AUC, which in the Christian calendar was 
753 B.C. In A.D. 532 Emperor Justinian asked a 
monk, Dionysius Exiguus, to make a calendar based 
on the birth year of Christ. Years later a mistake was 
found: by the Roman calendar, King Herod died in 
April, 749 AUC., which by the Christian calendar is 
4 B.C. So Jesus, being alive before Herod's death, 
was born in early 4 B.C. or late 5 B.C. If he was born 
in 5 B.C., he was 1 year old in B.C. 4, and so there 
was no "0" year: 1 B.C. and then A.D. 1, making 
Jesus 30 years old (A.D. 26) at the beginning of his 
ministry (Luke 3:23). On the quadripaschal calcula
tion (four Passovers, John 2:23; 5:1; 6:4; 11:55) he 
was in his fourth year (A.D. 30) when he died. Rab
bis put the A.D. 30 Passover as April 6, Thursday. 
That puts the crucifixion on Friday, April 7. The res
urrection was Sunday, April 9. The ascension was 40 
days later (Acts 1:3 ), May 18, Thursday. Pentecost 
was May 28, Sunday. But actually neither Jesus' birth 
date nor birth year is significant. 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
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• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

® Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

®Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

o Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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The Human Eye 
By Hugo McCord (deceased) 

I t is refreshing, after one has become dispirited 
with the pessimism of blind evolution, to exam
ine the positive, optimistic, thoughtful design 

seen in the human eye. 
First, the chemical elements making up the eye 

had to have a cause for their being in existence. Sec
ond, that those elements are arranged to form an op
tic nerve, a retina, lens, pupil, iris, and cornea means 
there was an arranger. Third, that all the caused and 
arranged parts cooperate to give sight appears to be 
the purpose of the designer. For nine months the 
parts being made and arranged in a dungeon are use
less. Then, all of a sudden, the design is obvious, 
which design had to precede the making and the ar
ranging of the multiple parts, and design reflects in
telligence. Intelligence capable of producing sight 
cannot himself be blind: "He who forms the eye, can 
he not see?" (Ps. 94:9) . 

In order to keep the eye moist and clean (which 
qualities are necessary to its brightness and its 
use), a wash is constantly supplied by a secre
tion for the purpose; and the superfluous brine 
is conveyed to the nose through a perforation 
in the bone as large as a goose-quill; or, more 
properly speaking, along two capillary tubes, 
one from either eyelid, which enter a duct, 
lodged in a canal passing through the bone. 
When once the fluid has entered the nose, it 
spreads itself upon the inside of the nostril, and 
is evaporated by the current of warm air which, 
in the course of respiration, is continually pass
ing over it. Can any pipe or distillery be more 
mechanical than this is? It is easily perceived 
that the eye must want moisture; but can the 
want of the eye generate the gland which pro
duces the tear, or bore the hole by which it is 
discharged-a ho le through a bone? (William 
Paley, apud Irwin H. Linton, A Lawyer Exam
ines the Bible, p. 119). 

Charles Hodge wrote that the eye "was fash
ioned in the darkness of the womb, with a self-evi
dent reference to the nature and properties of light, 
of which the creature for whose use it was fashioned 
had neither knowledge or experience" (Systematic 
Theology I, 218). A "blind and unconscious adapta
tion of means to an end is inconceivable," wrote 
Hodge, but evolution is a blind and unconscious 
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adaptation of means to an end. 
John Stuart Mill was no friend of theism, but he 

was fair to make the following acknowledgments: 
The particular combination of organic ele
ments called the eye had, in every instance, a 
beginning in time, and must therefore have 
been brought together by a cause or causes. 

Further 
inasmuch as the elements agree in the single 
circumstance of conspiring to produce sight, 
there must be some ... causation between the 
cause which brought the elements together 
and the fact of sight ... Not sight itself, but an 
antecedent idea of it must be the efficient 
cause. But this at once marks the origin as 
proceeding from an intelligent will (apud G. 
Frederick Wright, The Logic of Christian Evi
dences, pp. 85-86). 

Skeptical David Hume also was fair to write: 
Anatomize the eye: survey its structure and 
contrivance; and tell me, from your own feel
ing, if the idea of a contriver does not im
mediately flow in upon you with a force like 
that of sensation. The most obvious conclu
sion surely is in favour of design (Hume Selec
tions, p. 316). 
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Hallowed Be Thy Name 
By T. Pierce Brown 

I n what is commonly called "The Lord's prayer" 
as recorded in Matthew 6:9 and Luke 11:2, we 
find, "Hallowed be thy name." Although the 

expression is known by millions who call themselves 
Christians and perhaps by millions more who do not, 
it is doubtful if the majority of those really compre
hend what is involved in that expression. 

The term hallowed is from the Greek word 
hagiastheetoo and is normally translated "sancti
fied." The basic meaning is that it is to be set apart 
from the ordinary. When Jesus used it in teaching us 
how to pray, he meant for us to consciously set God 
apart from all others. 

We may do that in our thoughts as we meditate 
on the infinite grace, mercy and love of God. 

We may do that with our words, as we use only 
words that "minister grace to the hearers" (Eph. 
4:29) and help others to see and appreciate the love 
of God and Christ that will constrain them to obey 
the gospel (2 Cor. 5:14). 

We may do this in our daily lives if/as/when we 
do all we do with a conscious desire to glorify God 
(1 Cor. 10:31). 

We may do th is in our home life if we as hus
bands "love our wives as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself for it" (Eph. 5 :25). 

If wives we may do it by being in subjection to 
our husbands (1 Pet. 3:1, Eph. 5 :22) . 

If we have children, we may do it by bringing 
them up in "the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord" (Eph. 6:4}. In our places of business we can do 
it by "providing things honest in the sight of all men" 
(Rom. 12: 17). 

When we, in every relationship we have, demon
strate that we love, revere and obey God, we hallow 
his name. 

There are those who quote Psalm 111:9 to prove 
that we should not call any preacher "Reverend" for 
it is said that the term applies to God and him alone. 
It is true that we should not call any preacher "Rev
erend" but it is not because the term is used in the 
Bible to apply to God and him alone. God's name is 
hallowed, reverend, holy, sanctified and to be held in 
highest esteem, but that does not mean that nothing 

else is to be considered holy or sanctified, as any stu
dent of the Bible surely knows. We are not to call any 
preacher "Reverend" because it improperly sets the 
preacher apart in the "clergy class" while ordinary 
Christians are the "laity." The Bible not only makes 
no such distinction but also forbids the religious 
practice of giving honorary titles to anyone to distin
guish them from others as being superior. This is the 
reason Jesus said in Matthew 23:9, ''And call no man 
your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, 
which is in heaven." It should be clear that he is not 
forbidding a person to call his earthly father by that 
title, for it is frequently done in the Bible. The con
text clearly shows that he is forbidding his followers 
to seek earthly honor and distinction by the titles 
they wear and the way they dress or act. 

When Jesus says, "Be not called Rabbi, for one is 
your teacher, even Christ" (Matt. 23:8 ), it should be 
evident that he is not forbidding anyone to call his 
teacher by the title, "teacher." But to use the term as 
the Jews were doing as a distinctive religious title 
that set them apart as someone superior to others is 
forbidden. 
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Studies in the Pre-Literary Prophets • 3 
Women Who Were Prophetesses 

By Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

T here were women soothsayers in the ancient 
world despite the fact that such activity was 
forbidden in Israel (Deut. 18:9-14). Most 

notable of these women is the witch of Endor whom 
Saul consulted in his panic when facing the Philistine 
army (1 Sam. 28:7). Saul had earlier attempted to 
banish mediums and wizards (1 Sam. 28:3). The 
Lord did not answer Saul by dreams, by Urim, or by 
prophets (1 Sam. 28:6), and he was desperate. The 
magical arts were still being practiced in Israel as late 
as the time of Ezekiel. 

And you, son of man, set your face against the 
daughters of your people, who prophesy out 
of their own minds; prophesy against them 
and say, Thus says the Lord God: Woe to the 
women who sew magic bands upon all wrists, 
and make veils for the heads of persons of ev
ery stature, in the hunt for souls! Will you 
hunt down some belonging to my people, and 
keep other souls alive for your profit? You 
have profaned me among my people for 
handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, 
putting to death persons who should not die 
and keeping alive persons who should not 
live, by your lies to my people, who listen to 
lies (Ezek. 13:17-19). 

Most of the prophets depicted in the Old Testa
ment were men, but there are five women who are 
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called prophetesses: Miriam, Deborah, Mrs. Isaiah, 
Huldah, and Noadiah. Later in the history of the 
Judean state, Ezekiel denounces those women "who 
prophesy out of their own minds" (Ezek. 13: 17). 
That problem was not limited to women either then 
or now. Not all who claimed to be prophets actually 
had received revelation from the Lord. Ezekiel ends 
the chapter with the statement: "Therefore you shall 
no more see delusive visions nor practice divination: I 
will deliver my people out of your hand. Then you 
will know that I am the Lord" (Ezek. 13:23). 

Miriam 
Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron (Num. 26:59; 
1 Chron. 6:3), was a prophetess Oosephus, Ant. 
3.2.4; 6.1; 4.4.6). We do not know a lot about her. 
Left to watch what would become of the baby 
Moses, she is the one who arranged with Pharaoh's 
daughter to have Moses' mother care for him when 
he was found among the reeds at the river's brink in 
Egypt (Exod. 2:4, 7 -9). 

We next meet Miriam after Israel had passed 
through the Red Sea. With Israel safe on the shore, 
Miriam took a timbrel and led the women with 
timbrels and dancing. It is in order to notice that she 
led women. Her song was "Sing to the Lord, for he 
has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he 
has thrown into the sea" (Exod. 15:21). This is also 
the wording in the song with which Moses led the 
men, though Moses' song is longer. It is on this occa
sion that Miriam is called a prophetess. This song is 
the only statement resembling an oracle we have 
from her mouth. 

A prophet was not infallibly guided in all his per
sonal behavior. His inspiration was not continuous 
controlling all that he said on all occasions. We next 
meet Miriam in the desert when she and Aaron 
spoke against Moses because Moses married a 
Cushite wife. Their question was, "Has the Lord in
deed spoken only through Moses? Has he not spo
ken through us also?" (Num. 12:2). Jealousy is a 
cruel thing. Leadership seems to have been the real 
issue in this clash. 



We have no account beyond this of what Miriam 
was speaking. Miriam was smitten with leprosy. 
Moses, however, interceded in her behalf. She was 
shut out of the camp for seven days, and on ly after 
that was she brought back into the camp. The entire 
camp waited to travel until she came back into it. 

The only other attention the Pentateuch gives to 
Miriam is in an admonition to Israel to obey the Lev
itical priests as the Lord had commanded the priests, 
"Remember what the Lord your God did to Miriam 
on the way as you came forth out of Egypt" (Deut. 
24:9) . There is a lso the account of her death and 
buria l at Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin whi le Israel 
stayed there (Num. 20: 1). 

The prophet Micah lists Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam as the leaders the Lord in his kindness sent 
to Israel (Mic . 6:4). One fo rm of Miriam's name is 
Mary. All the girls named ei ther Miriam, Miria, or 
Mary are her memorials, though the mother of Jesus 
adds glory to the name. In the Greek O ld Testament 
the name is Miriam but it is Maria in the Greek New 
Testament. 

Deborah 
Most g lorious of Israel's prophetesses is Deborah, 
the wife of Lappidoth, in the early period of the 
Judges Uudges 4:4). Deborah means "honey bee" (cf. 
Ps. 118: 12) and Lappidoth means " torches." Not 
only was she a prophetess, but also she is the only fe
male in the list of the judges. Her seat of government 
was the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel 
in the territory of Ephraim. These places are a few 
miles north of Jerusalem. Rebekah's nurse, whose 
name also was Deborah, was buried in this genera l 
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area under the "Oak of Weeping" (Gen. 35 :8). It is 
quite possible that the second Deborah was named 
after the first one, though no biblical passage sug
gests it. 

The people came to Deborah for judgment. We 
have no case of her delivering a public address. She 
sa t under the palm tree, and the people came to her 
(Origen, Fragments). 

The Lo rd at tha t time had delivered Israel into 
the hand of Jabin, king of Canaan in Hazar, far to 
the north of Deborah's location. Jabin's commander 
was Sisera who lived in H aros heth-ha-goiim. Sisera 
had nine hundred chariots of iron and oppressed the 
people of Israel cruelly for twenty years. 

Deborah summoned Barak son of Abinoam who 
lived in Kadesh in Naphta li, a place five miles west 
of Lake Huleh, but far north of Deborah 's si te. The 
name "Barak" means " lightning." Deborah's oracle 
to Barak was that the Lord had commanded him to 
assemble ten thousand men of the adjacent tribes of 
Naphtali and Zebulun a t Mount Tabor to draw 
Sisera out to battle. She promised him victory. 
Mount Tabor is 1, 700 feet in e levation and stands 
iso lated in t he va lley of Jezreel to the east of 
Nazareth. 

Barak refused to go unless Deborah went with 
him. Deborah agreed ro go bur told hi m that the 
glory of the battle wo uld go to a woman. The story, 
as it unfolds, makes clear that this woman was not 
Deborah but would be Jael. Sisera came out with his 
chariots to the river Kishon. The Kis hon (1 Kings 
18 :40) drains the Jezreel valley, flows northwest, and 
empties in to the Mediterranean north of Mount 
Carmel in the area of modern Haifa. It is dry most of 
the time except following a rain. 

At Deborah 's command, Barak and his men came 
down from Mount Tabor, and the Lord routed Sisera 
and his chariots before Barak. A rai n storm made the 
chariots inoperable. Sisera fled the battle on foot, 
came to the tent of Heber the Ken ire, where, though 
there was peace between Jabin and the house of 
Heber, H eber 's wife, Jael, invited him into her tent, 
gave him a drink, and covered him with a rug. When 
he was asleep, she drove the tent pen through his 
head. Jabin's oppression of Israel was at an end. 

Deborah and Barak sang the victory song which 
is recorded in Judges 5. The tribes that participated 
in the battle are praised w hile those w ho abstai ned 
are blamed. The Lord is praised for the victory. 

The Song of Deborah is an accou nt of the battle 
fought by Barak and Deborah praising the Lord for 
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his victory as well as praising the leaders for their 
roles in the fight. We have our stories about the 
battle of Lexington and Concord, the battle of Bun
ker Hill, Washington's crossing the Delaware, and 
Andrew Jackson and the battle of New Orleans. A 
church in New Orleans, along with its stained glass 
windows of biblical scenes, has a scene of the battle 
of New Orleans. 

The Lord is described as coming from Seir, the 
region of Edom which is equated with Sinai. Physical 
manifestations characterize his coming, in this case a 
rainstorm. 

Normal travel has been disrupted until Deborah 
arose as a Mother in Israel. The poet calls on the 
story tellers in the tents and at the watering places to 
tell the story of this victory. 

Deborah is called on to awake and to utter a song. 
Barak is called on to get up and to lead the forces. 
Various tribal groups like Ephraim and Benjamin are 
described as making their contribution, but in particu
lar it is Issachar and Zebulun who are praised. 

Reuben is faulted for indecision that kept him 
among the sheepfolds. Gilead (where Reuben, Gad, 
and half of Manasseh lived) did not participate. Dan 
has stayed with his ships. Asher has stayed on the 
coast. Zeebulun and Naphtali are praised Uudges 
5:18). 

The kings are said to have fought with the kings 
of Canaan at Taanak by the waters of Megiddo. 
These two places are less than five miles from each 
other. The stars are said to have fought against 
Sisera, but it was the rushing Kishon river that had 
brought victory. 

The next scene shifts to Jael's tent, describing her 
heroic deed. A special blessing is uttered on Jael as 
Sisera falls dead at her feet. 

Then the scene again shifts to the mother of 
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Sisera whom scholars have contrasted with Deborah 
the mother in Israel. With skill, the mother is de
picted as concerned over the delay of her son's re
turn. With wishful thinking she persuades herself, 
and she is encouraged by her ladies, that the dividing 
of the spoil has delayed him. The hearer of the song 
knows that he is never coming. 

The patriotic song ends with the invocation that 
all of the Lord's enemies perish in like manner but 
that his friends be like the rising sun. 

Deborah is not mentioned in the Old Testament 
apart from the one episode with Barak. The Psalmist 
praises the victory: "Do to them as you did to 
Midian, as to Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon, 
who were destroyed at Endor, who became dung for 
the ground" (Ps. 83 :9). 

Barak is listed in the role of the faithful in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (Heb. 11:32). Deborah is me
morialized only by the thousands of girls who have 
been given her name and by the epithet "a mother in 
Israel" Uudges 5 :7) spoken at the funeral in the eu
logy of many a godly woman. 

The Unnamed Prophet Among the Judges 

The period of the. Judges was apparently a time when 
prophets were scarce in Israel. At its end it is said, 
"The word of the Lord was rare in those days and 
there was no frequent vision" (1 Sam. 3:1). Only one 
prophet, male or female besides Deborah, is men
tioned in the book of Judges. No name is given for 
him. These were the days when Midian was oppress
ing Israel. Gideon is the Lord's chosen deliverer. The 
Lord spoke to Gideon through an angel, not through 
a prophet Uudges 6:11-12, 22-23). The spirit of the 
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Lord stimulates Gideon to leadership. The Lord is 
depicted also as speaking directly to Gideon Uudges 
7:2), and Gideon to the Lord Uudges 6:36). 

It was when the people cried out because of the 
oppression of the Midianites that the Lord sent a 
prophet Uudges 6:8). No details about him as an in
dividual are given. His oracle was: 

Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel. I led 
you up from Egypt, and brought you out of 
the house of bondage; and I delivered you 
from the hand of the Egyptians, and from the 
hand of all who oppressed you, and drove 
them out before you, and gave you their land; 
and I said to you, "I am the Lord your God, 
you shall not pay reverence to the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you dwell." But you 
have not obeyed my voice. 

The Wife of Isaiah 
The wife of Isaiah, whose name is not given, is called 
"the prophetess" (Isa. 8:3). She is the mother of two 
children whose symbolic names were a part of the 
message of her husband to her generation. There is 
no record of any vision or dream she received, or of 
an oracle she ever delivered, or of any intercession 
she engaged in. Her only reported action is her con
ceiving and bearing a son who at the Lord's instruc
tion was given the symbolic name "Maher-shalal
hashbaz." It has been suggested that "prophetess" in 
this case merely means that she was the wife of the 
prophet. We have no biblical parallel to this usage. 

Huldah 
There is also the prophetess Huldah. The law book 
was found in the rubbish of the temple during the 
reign of Josiah (ca. 621 B.C.). Josiah heard the 
words of the book being read and recognized that 
neither his ancestors nor his contemporaries had 
kept its words. Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, 
Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the Icing's servant 
went to Huldah the prophetess for authentication of 
the book. She lived in the part of Jerusalem that is 
called the Second Quarter. The King James Version 
called this area "the college." There were prophets in 
Jerusalem at this time, including the young Jeremiah 
and Zephaniah; but they were passed by in favor of 
consulting Huldah. Huldah was the wife of Shallum, 
and he was the son of Tikvah, son of Harkas the 
keeper of the wardrobe. He apparently was a gov
ernment official (2 Kings 22:14; 2 Chron. 34:22); 
however, his duties are not clear. 

The name Huldah means "a weasel," but nothing 
is made of the name. This woman affirmed the au-

thenticity of the book and assured the king that its 
threats were valid (2 Kings 22: 16-17). Her prospects 
for Josiah himself are more optimistic (2 Kings 
22:18-20). 

Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, 
and you shall be gathered to your grave in 
peace, and your eyes shall not see all the evil 
which I will bring upon this place. 

This book discovery touched off Josiah's great 
reform of 621 B. C. Huldah is mentioned in scripture 
only in connection with this episode. She is the only 
prophetess mentioned in the Book of Kings and of 
Chronicles. We have no example of her delivering a 
public address. She was consulted privately. Her 
words did not negate Josiah's folly in attempting to 
block Necho at Megiddo - an act which brought his 
death. A prophecy was not a decree of fate. Josiah 
did escape seeing the calamity overtaking Jerusalem. 

Noadiah 
Then there is the prophetess Noadiah. Following the 
return from Babylonian exile, Nehemiah in Jerusa
lem encountered a prophetess named Noadiah (Neh. 
6:14). Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem attempted to 
frighten Nehemiah out of completing the wall of 
Jerusalem for which he had returned from Persia. A 
person named Shemaiah proposed to Nehemiah that 
they shut themselves up in the temple for protection 
from opponents. Nehemiah refused, understanding 
that in reality Shemaiah had been hired by Sanballat 
to make Nehemiah afraid. Nehemiah reacts with an 
imprecation against Tobiah and Sanballat in which 
imprecation he also includes the prophetess Noadiah 
and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make 
him afraid. We know nothing more of Noadiah's 
work. She otherwise is unmentioned. 
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Thank God for Dedicated Youth 
By E. Claude Gordner 

H as the church lost the battle with the young 
people? Are the youth forsaking the "old 
paths" in an alarming number? This may 

be the case in several congregations, but not in all of 
them. This writer has just been invited to meet with 
the young people's class in a faithful congregation. 
Prior to my going, the young people compiled a list 
of questions for me to answer at the meeting. The 
questions were relevant and indicative of their depth 
of concern about doctrinal matters facing the broth
erhood. Here are five of their questions and I will 
give a brief Bible answer. 

1. Why do some churches believe that instrumen
tal music is okay? 

Because they think the use is a non-issue. They 
believe it is such a "small matter." Some declare it is 
not a matter of salvation and faith but only an opin
ion. They argue it is a matter of silence since the 
Bible does not state, "Thou shalt not have instru
mental music." 

2. Are you going to hell if you have instrumental 
music in the church? I know we're New Testament 
Christians and that there is nothing about instrumen
tal music in the Bible. So, will you go to hell if you 
use instrumental music? 

The question is directed to my attention, but it is 
immaterial about my idea. Christ and the Bible must 
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give an answer since they are the sole authority in all 
things. Christ and the apostles never authorized the 
use in the church. In the New Testament, no congre
gation ever included it in worship. By following 
these proper examples we will follow them and not 
the practices of uninspired people. 

One sin, and only one sin, which is a transgres
sion of God's law (1 John 3:4) will cause one to be 
condemned. Jesus said if a person sins by unbelief it 
will result in being "damned." "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned" (Mark 16:16). [All Scriptures 
references are from the King James Version unless 
otherwise noted.] The same truth is given by Jesus 
when He said, "He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him" Uohn 3:36). 

John warns about not abiding in the teaching of 
Christ and he gave the consequence. "Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine 
of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son" (2 
John 9). All serious Bible students know that instru
mental music in worship is not and was never prac
ticed in the church. 

The obvious conclusion that one sin or any sin 
can cause one to be lost in hell and the use of instru
mental music is an addition tot he doctrine of Christ, 
it causes one to see the jeopardy of going to hell. 
Adam Clarke, respected Methodist commentator, 
said instrumental music is "unauthorized and sinful." 
Jesus said those who will go to heaven and not hell 
are those who follow His will. "Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fa
ther which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). Using instru
mental music cannot be established that it is his will. 

3. In Acts 16:30-33, why did Paul tell the jailer 
to believe and he would be saved instead of being 
baptized? 

Paul did not tell the jailer to believe only. In or
der for him to believe, he first had to hear the gospel 
(Rom. 10: 17). He was a Gentile and had not heard 



the gospel before and the only way he could have 
learned of the command of baptism was to be taught 
it. He was baptized and afterward "rejoiced" that he 
was a saved one who believed. This verse can not be 
isolated from other parts of the Bible. These cited 
verses do not mention "repentance" but all know 
that repentance is essential (Luke 13:3). 

4. What major problems face the church today 
that affects Christians in the past and will continue to 
affect the church tomorrow? What area needs the 
most attention to further the church, s purpose and 
please God? 

This is the age of the "change agents." Some 
want to change the identity of the church, change the 
emphasis on God's plan of salvation, and change the 
method of worship. 

But consistent changes for the better have been 
the story of mankind. Read the Book of Jeremiah 
and see how he laments Judah's departure from 
God. Remember how the liberal element led the 
church into digression and a separate U.S. Census 
was taken in 1906. History seems to be repeating it
self in 2004. 

The basic problem then and now is unbelief The 
question is the authority of God versus the dictates 
of men or organizations. The result of following men 
is folly. "0 LORD, I know that the way of man is not 
in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps" Ger. 10:23). Divisive brethren are bold in 
their teaching on "all-fellowship," compromise, de
nominationalism, instrumental music, Scriptural 
church government, necessity of baptism for remis
sion of sins, observance of the Lord's Supper on any 
day, role of women in the church (have a place of 
leadership), direct operation of the Holy Spirit, rais
ing doubts about an eternal hell, and a loose position 
regarding marriage and divorce. 

The need of the hour is twofold: confront and 
oppose the "changers," and to preach the simple gos
pel to save the lost. This world is rocking with sin. 
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Paul instructs us to be positive and negative in our 
teaching when he wrote: 

I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his king
dom; preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long suffering and doctrine. For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears; and they shall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But 
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do 
the work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry (2 Tim. 4: 1-5). 

God instructed Jeremiah it was necessary to 
throw down before it is possible to build. "See, I 
have this day set thee over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to de
stroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant" 
Ger. 1:10). 

5. How did Playboy influence the world when it 
started? Phrase it like this: What impact did the 
changes of the 1960,s have on the nation and the 
church? How have publications like Playboy, etc., in-

. fluenced our culture? 
Another question by young people shows their 

concern for the impact of salacious and porno
graphic material. The introduction of such lewd 
ideas in magazines, movies, and television has been 
devastating and weakened youth. They are vulner
able to this kind of media temptation. If they culti
vate these thoughts and reading, they will not be in
clined to good literature at school and the church. 
Needless to say, they are stymied in reading the Bible 
and even studying and attending Bible classes. They 
can no longer "blush" as wicked ones are described 
(cf. Jer. 6:15). 

Such literature has surely contributed to the ac
ceptance of homosexuality. Also, people have a per
missive view of sexual sins and therefore the home is 
weakened. 

Adults are also patrons of pornography and there 
are those "hooked" and consequently have a sexual 
addiction. Homes and lives are ruined by pornogra
phy. 

Paul warns, "Flee also youthful lusts" (II Tim. 
2:22). He also commands, "Keep thyself pure" (1 
Tim. 5:22). 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he sole standard for religious truth and prac
tice is the Bible. People are not the stan
dard. 

Scripture breathed of God is the sole and exclu
sive criterion to know if we have the approval or dis
approval of deity. There is no other benchmark of 
spiritual quality and excellence. 

"Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion which is in righteousness. That the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

The basic fact that only revealed truth is the pat
tern for men and angels is everywhere confessed, but 
frequently forgotten. We are sanctified by truth ... 
God's "word is truth" Uohn 17:17). 

If a religious teaching is in perfect harmony with 
the Bible, it is right and cannot possibly be wrong. 
Conversely, teaching that is not supported by biblical 
testimony is wrong and cannot possibly be right. 

The paradigm ... the pattern ... the model ... is 
God's Holy Word. 

Those who would make changes to a divinely ap
proved institution must begin by discrediting the 
Bible. Often the attempt to disallow sacred scripture 
is subtle and comes with many a protest that the per
son attempting to water-down the witness of in
spired writing adores the Bible and cherishes its 
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message. Having said that, the change agent sets 
about raising objections and using various stratagems 
to get around, or over, or under what is indisputably 
the plain teaching of revelation. See, for example, 
the ACU published trilogy Heart of the Restoration 
Series. Or take a look at what one man erroneously 
calls Reflections on Responsible Restoration,'' or you 
might look at what another calls Spiritual View
points. 

The bottom line in all this is to compromise the 
teaching of God's Word and turn it into claptrap. 

Academia generally, most secular government, 
many in business, and much of the entertainment in
dustry join in attempting to diminish if not desecrate 
heaven's book of instruction. Any device that will 
downplay and deprecate the absolute authority of 
the Bible is gleefully seized and savagely used. 

We are told with some exaggeration that the edu
cated mind of the country has broken with Christian
ity. Every sphere of influence is employed to repre
sent the Bible as irrelevant and even dangerous. 

• In Canada there is pending legislation that 
would condemn the Bible because it says that mar
riage is between a man and woman and homosexual 
relationships are degrading and sinful. 

• The Bible teaches that male headship is to be 
honored in every age (1 Tim. 2: 12-15). Every con
ceivable nuance is employed in an attempt to over
throw this basic Bible principle. 

• The music of the church in praise of God is 
singing. To go beyond that is to be without God (2 
John 9), but those seeking to bring in the melodeon 
scoff at God's specific command to sing in worship
ping him. 

• The plan of salvation - the scheme of redemp
tion- is written large on the pages of the New Tes
tament, but men will have their own mystic ways and 
belittle or outright deny what the Bible says about re
deeming grace (See Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Rev. 
2:10; 2 Pet. 1:3-11, etc.). 

• The one church, one faith, one baptism, and 
one hope of the New Testament (Eph. 4:1-6) are of
fensive to the cultivated mind and therefore must be 
devalued, according to the change agents. 



The current hue and cry is, "Don't hold the ban
ner so high! " 

We are told to "go along and get along," and 
therefore in orde r to fellowship people who hold 
God's wo rd in contempt let us be less adamant ... 
less militant ... more willing to concede. 

Learned criticism, it is claimed, demonstrates the 
impossibility of supernatural religion. 

The answer of the blood-washed child of God is, 
"I know him in whom I have believed." And, "The 
new covenant presents things that are most assuredly 
believed among us." And, "Let a ll the house of Israel 
know assuredly." 

To all gainsayers we say the credibility of the 
Bible is established by its age, its unity, its superhu
man teaching, its indestructibility, its fu lfilled proph
ecy, and its utili ty. 

It has been opposed for centu ries ... yet, here it 
is! 

It has been ridiculed by experts ... yet it lives! 
It has been burned in pi les and stacks ... yet is the 

world's best seller. 
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It has been stamped under the fee t of critics ... 
yet the anvil is unharmed and the hammers are gone. 

One of the cleverest ruses to minimize God's 
word is to insist that it is not inerrant. If it has mis
takes in it, then who is to say which part is real and 
which part is not. It is alarming that high-ranking 
professors in "Christian" institutions of higher learn
ing refuse to accept that the original manuscripts of 
the Bible are the very word of very God. 

The Bible is either inspired of God (2 Tim. 3 : 16), 
or it is not. If it is not God-breathed - as it claims to 

be - it is trash. If it misrepresents itself, it is fake 
and a fraud and deserves to be ignored. If the Bible is 
inspired of God, it is necessarily inerrant. 

God is and is perfect. Therefore what God does 
has to be perfec t. If God gave us the very words in 
which to express his wisdom and will, those words, 
as o riginally given, are co rrect . .. absolutely correct. 
It follows that the o riginal manuscripts of the Bible 
are error free. Bible translators are not inspired men 
and their translations have flaws ... but what was 
first put down on paper (the God-breathed writing) 
is true - eternally true, and we constantly return to 

that standard to judge translations. 
T he Bible is a divine standard. It gives a perfectly 

correct model for human conduct. Its pattern has no 
shadow cast by turning. 

Sti ll, the heart of man is deceptive, and there is 
an inane attempt by some thoughtless individuals to 

put the Bible down. They, of course, do not clearly 
see what they are doing, but that does not alter the 
fact that by their fallible reasoning the authority of 
an inviolable book- the Bible - is unwittingly dep
recated. 

Now this I mean, a mortal decides he does not 
like what the Bible says about one body, one faith, 
one baptism (Eph. 4:4-5). Still, it is clear that truth is 
consistent with itself. If I say one thing and someone 
else says a different thing on the same subject, then 
one of us is wrong . .. or we both may be wrong ... 
but in the nature of true we cannot both be right. 

In religion we determine who is right by sacro
sanct scriptu re . .. and not the uninspired thinking 
and feeling of people. People are fall ible. The Bible is 
infa llible. 

The man who is aggravated and embarrassed by 
the idea of one covenant (faith) , o ne organization 
(body or church), and one practice (baptism) wants 
to lessen the effect of Bible authori ty. He has to dis
count the Bible to accomplish his foolish purpose. 

He does it by indirection. He begins to point and 
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say, "Look! Look! People do not agree on some Bible 
teaching, and therefore the teaching must be 
wrong." 

He turns attention away from the real question 
of Bible authority to a matter of the mistakes of 
people. People are wrong, he says, in what they teach 
about baptism; therefore what the Bible says about 
baptism must be wrong. 

It is a case of false reasoning. 
The practice of the people is flawed, which is 

true; the incorrect reasoning goes, and so we can 
safely ignore what the Bible says, which is not true. 

The observation is made that churches disagree 
in their positions and then the fatal leap is made that 
we can safely close our eyes to what the Bible says 
about one church, or one baptism, or one faith, or 
music in worship, or the headship of man, etc. 
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Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek
ing whom he may devour, whom withstand 
stedfast in your faith, knowing that the same 
sufferings are accomplished in your brethren 
who are in the world (1 Pet. 5:8-9}. 

Therefore we ought to give the more ear
nest heed to the things that were heard, lest 
haply we drift away from them. For if the 
word spoken through angels proved stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience re
ceived a just recompense of reward; how shall 
we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? 
which having at the first been spoken through 
the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard; God also bearing witness with them, 
both by signs and wonders, and by manifold 
powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac
cording to his own will (Heb. 2:1-4}. 

Let no man deceive you with empty words: 
for because of these things cometh the wrath of 
God upon the sons of disobedience (Eph. 5 :6}. 

Let no man rob you of your prize by a vol
untary humility and worshipping of the an
gels, dwelling in the things which he hath 
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and 
not holding fast the Head, from whom all the 
body, being supplied and knit together 
through the joints and bands, increasing with 
the increase of God (Col. 2:18-19). 

We return to our original thought: The sole stan
dard for religious truth and practice is the Bible. 
People are not the standard. Honesty should compel 
us to ask, "What does the Bible say?" and not, "What 
do people think and practice." 
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The Reality of Satan 
By Howard R. Horton 

I sn't it amazing? Rapes, murders, slander, corrup
tion in political offices (high offices), corrupt 
husbands, corrupt wives, corrupt children. 

Then there are wars, rumor of wars. Plus! There are 
adulteries, whisperings, heresies, and all of this just 
before breakfast on any given weekday! The point is 
this: There is a need for a Savior! 

Now, seeing that there is a need, it only follows 
that the need is brought about by something or 
someone! And that someone is Satan. 

Satan is known by several names. He is called a 
murderer Qohn 8:44); he is called your father the 
devil Uohn 8:44); he is called accuser of our brethren 
(Rev. 12: 1 0). And, he, last but not least, is our adver
sary and a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5 :8). This is not an ex
haustive list, but the point is made: We need help. 

The Reality of Jesus Christ 
Believe in a Savior, do you? Believe in a Messiah, do 
you? Believe in the Lamb of God, do you? Then, 
there must be a reason for a Savior, Messiah, and the 
Lamb of God, coming into this world? The fact of a 
Savior demands the fact of a Satan. 

Consider this: "For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that He might destroy the works of 
the devil" (1 John 3:8). Thus, if there were no such 
thing as Satan, there would be no need for a Savior. 
No one would need saving from sin. We'd all still be 
in the Garden of Eden, feeding on the Tree of Life. 
But is that the case? 

The Reality of God's Nature 
God's nature must come in at this time. It must be 
brought up because of the origin of our information 
concerning things like Savior, Redeemer, Lamb, and 
sin. 

The only origin from which we glean informa
tion about spiritual places (heaven and hell), which 
has any credibility at all, is the Bible. If the Bible is 
true, then Satan is true - real. And, consequently, so 
is Christ. To a degree, and in one sense, Satan and 
Christ rise and fall together. Can't have one without 
the other, in a sense. 

It is written of God, "who cannot lie, promised 

before time began" (Titus 1:2); also, "The Strength 
of Israel will not lie" (1 Sam. 15 :29); and, then, there 
is this: "That by two immutable things, in which it 
was impossible for God to lie" (Heb. 6:18). 

The Reality of God's Inspired Book 
The Bible claims inspiration. ''All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ
teousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Tim. 
2: 16-17). Now, if the preceding passage is true, then 
what God's Book claims has to be true, for God can
not lie! 

Consider this: If the Bible didn't exist, would 
"Satan" have ever been discovered? 

What author would have had the "insight" to 
know of such an adversary as the devil? What "au
thor" would have known of hell or heaven? Of an
gels and demons? What author would have known 
of the origin of man? Or of the end of man? 

To clai.m that Satan isn't real, or he doesn't exist, 
is to disembowel the Bible. To claim that Satan isn't 
real is to remove the reason and necessity for Jesus 
Christ's Incarnation!. It is written, ''And she will 
bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins" (Matt. 
1:21). Question: Where do "sins" come from? An
swer? Evil slithered into Eve's home one day and she 
did nothing about it! Did nothing about him (Satan). 

What will we do with "Satan"- the one called 
the Devil? · 
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Extreme Make-Over 
By Marlin Kilpatrick 

T he currenr rage for television programming 
is the "Extreme Make Over." The three 
major networks, ABC, CBS, and NBC are 

vying for the public's viewing eye. T hese programs 
survive from season to season according to their rat
ings. When public interest declines, these programs 
w ill be dropped. The "Extreme Make Over" pro
grams, which are the current crazes, are indicative of 
man' s dissatisfaction with himself and the mate rial 
things of this life. These make overs range from a 
reconfiguring of the human body to the remodeling 
of someone's residence. This current "craze" will 
one day fade and will be replaced by something more 
appealing. The histo ry of mankind is o ne of never 
being satisfied with the way God has planned. How
ever, there is an extreme make-over which is in
tended for the benefit of mankind. 

Since the fall of man in the paradise of God's Eden 
(Gen. 3 ), God has always taken an interest in our spiri
tual condition. Sin has separated man from his Cre
ator (Isa. 59: 1-2). God's selection of Abraham and his 
descendants was the beginning of a spiritual make
over made possible for mankind. God promised Abra
ham that through his seed all fa milies of the earth 
would be blessed (Gen. 12:1-3). Christ is the fu lfill
ment of this promise (Gal. 3: 16). Christ, then, is the 
promised Redeemer. All who desire to be spiritually 
made anew must come to God through Christ. Jesus 
said , "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto to the Father, but by me" Qohn 14 :6}. If 
man is to approach God in an acceptable condition, he 
first must be made acceptable to God; this is accom
plished when we are "born again" Qohn 3:3-5). 

T hose who desire some physical extreme make
over must first find a physician who is skilled in the 
particular area of the body the patient wishes to 
change. Nor just any physician will do. Most all who 
are conversant with such a make-over will agree . 
Dear reader, would it not be wonderful if the same 
care were exercised when we consider our spiritual 
condition? If we would be spiritually made-over, not 
just any physician will do. Only Jesus, who is the 
Great Physician, can do what we so desperately need 
- the really extreme spiritual make-over. 
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The "Extreme Make-Over" as seen on television 
requires the patient to be willing to undergo pain 
and suffering to achieve the desired results. When 
one undergoes a spiritual make-over he, too, must be 
willing to sacrifice the pleasures of this world by re
penting of his sins (Luke 13:3 ), confessing his faith 
in Christ as God's Son (Rom. 10:9-10), and by being 
baptized for the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38) . 
When this is done from an honest heart, the Lord 
adds the obedient to his church, the church of Christ 
(Acts 2:47). Truly, we can say with the apostle Paul, 
"Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea
ture" (2 Cor. 5: 17). 

The physical "Extreme Make-Overs" seen on tele
vision at best may only be temporary. Unlike these 
make-overs, the spiritual make-over which Christ can 
give is designed to be permanent. The permanence of 
this make-over is not determined by the physical de
cline, so common to all mankind, but, rather, by one's 
continued faithfulness to Christ and his word. So long 
as one is not "conformed to this world," but, "is trans
formed by the renewing of your minds" (Rom. 12:1-
2), this spiritual make-over will endure and heaven, 
one day, will be our eternal home. This spiritual make
over cannot be bought with money, but is ours when 
we lovingly obey Christ and follow in his steps (1 Pet. 
2 :21). T hink about it. 1336 Spring Lake Rd. 
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Potpourri ••. 

Weird is an appropriate word for much of 
the religious news ... creepy might be an
other word that describes some of the 

antics the media see fit to print. As usual, Earl Davis 
of Chicago sends on a regular basis clippings from 
the Chicago Tribune. Brace yourself! 

0 Homosexual Episcopal bishop V. Gene 
Robinson attended a conference in Texas where 41 
percent of the bishops voted against his consecration 
and where 28 of his fellow bishops refuse to recog
nize him as a colleague. 

0 Kathleen Parker reports that Howard Stern 
claims opposition to certain words (obscenities) are a 
function of "religious superstition." Stern complains 
because of recently passed legislation to increase 
fines to a maximum of $500,000.00 per incident. 
Stern's potty mouth could cost him and his sponsors 
dearly. 

0 Leonard Pitts reports that people use automo
bile DVD screens to view pornography as they drive 
... which is observable by people in adjacent cars be 
they children or adults. 

0 Moody Bible Institute, a Baptist organization, 
offers Max Lucado tracts on its web site. Tut, tut. 

OThe Chicago Historical Society is pushing to 
set up a Homosexual Museum in the windy city. The 
purpose is to gain public acceptance of sodomy. 

$ The Bush Administration plans a $1.5 billion 
drive for promotion of traditional marriage. 

$ Dawn Turner Trice seeks to draw a parallel 
between laws forbidding the marriage of blacks and 
whites a few generations ago with laws forbidding 
male/male and female/female marriages. 

$Jonathan Miller is founder and tireless leader 
of Chicago a cappela, a nine member chorus that, in 
his words, "exists to share the joy and power of sing
ing without instruments." 

0 The State of Illinois apologized to the Mor
mon church because 160 years ago Joseph Smith was 
killed in the town of Nauvoo, Ill. 

0 The Wicker Park Lutheran Church in Chicago 
celebrates Earth Day by feeding egg shells, coffee 
grounds, used tea bags, banana and apple peels to 
worms. Offerings of kitchen scraps are fed to 

hundreds of red worms in the church's backyard. 
Ruth VanDemark, the church's preacher, said, "We 
are stewards of the environment." 

0 Governor Mitt Romney of Massachusetts says 
that when homosexual marriage becomes legal in his 
state next month, out-of-state homosexuals will not 
be married under Massachusetts' law. Romney said 
he was basing his decision on a law adopted in 1913, 
that says the state cannot marry an out-of-state 
couple if their marriage would be "void" in their 
home state. 

0 Kathleen Parker says that a pro-abortion 
rights rally in Washington D.C. was "crude to porno
graphic." Parker wrote, "The defining demeanor of 
the crowd was ugly to uglier. Some of the protest 
signs were filled with profanity. The pro-abortion 
crowd made obscene gestures toward the pro-lifers 
who showed up to protest the rally. 
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t9l The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life re
ported last July that although opposition to gay mar
riage dropped in overall population from 65 percent 
in 1995 to 53 percent in 2003, black opposition 
stayed virtually the same, going from 65 percent to 
64 percent over the same years (May 7, 2004) 

t?l The Church of God in Christ is one of the few 
African-American denominations to publicly speak 
out on same-sex marriages. It declared in mid-April 
that same-sex unions "are sinful and in direct viola
tion of the law of God in that they are a deviation 
from the natural use and purpose of the body" (May 
7, 2004). 

t?lWilliam Hinson of Houston, a leading Meth
odist evangelical preacher, called for the United 
Methodist church to split over the issue of homo
sexuality. The proposal was made at the annua l 
United Methodist conference. Within hours of 
Hinson's remarks, key conservative delegates balked 
at a plan to introduce a resolution that would autho
rize a church task force to plan for a separation (May 
7, 2004). 

®Jeff Guracino, a marketing director for the 
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corp., said 
regional tourism bureaus and national companies 
such as Delta Air Lines and Avis Rent A Car System 
were discussing how they might profit from same
sex marriage at the- fifth annual international Confer-
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ence on Gay and Lesbian Tourism held in March 
(2004) in West Hollywood, Calif. (May 3, 2004). 

!?i In the city of Seattle thousands of people pro
tested same-sex marriage. The "Mayday for Mar
riage" worship service and rally drew about 25,000 
people. "This is a place where they are taking a stand," 
said James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family 
(May 2, 2004). 

That's it for this month ... our sincere thanks to 
Earl Davis. 

Religion? 
t9lSeveral United Methodist bishops warn that 

other bishops should come to the UMC's upcoming 
quadrennial conference prepared to debate the 
church's stand on homosexuality. The church's Pa
cific Northwest regional unit recently exonerated a 
self-avowed lesbian pastor, Karen Dammann. Instead 
of removing her, the Counci l of Bishops claimed she 
did not really violate the denomination's Book of 
Discipline (World, Apr. 17, 2004). 

Nigeria 
{9i Muslim attacks in central Nigeria over several 

weeks have led to the deaths of eight preachers and 
1,500 professing Christians. 

Rabbit Stew 
\?iAn Assembly of God church in Glassport, Pa., 

put on a show to make the point to worshippers, es
pecially children that the central figure of Easter is 
Jesus, not the Easter bunny. The church's youth min
ister dressed in a rabbit suit and submitted to a pro
longed whipping (National Review, May 3, 2004). 

The Time Is Coming 
{9Ht is not yet a crime to disapprove of homo

sexuality, but it sometimes seems as though that's 
where we are headed. Most recently, a court in Den
ver has forbidden a mother to tell her child that ho
mosexuality is wrong. The mother will, in fact, be in 
contempt of court if she exposes her daughter to any 
ideas "that can be considered homophobic" (Na
tional Review, Nov. 24, 2003). 

Snakey 
t?iDwayne Long, preacher of a Pentecostal 

church in Jonesville, Va., ce lebrated Christ's victory 
over the serpent this Easter by handling one- and it 
killed him. No one at the service sought help after 
the rattlesnake bit the preacher because the church 
teaches that God commands the handling of snakes 
and the refusal of medical help for snakebites (World, 
May 1, 2004). 



lepenf 
$Homosexual-rights activists in England filed a 

police complaint against Anglican Bishop Peter 
Forster of Chester. His supposed crime: He was 
quoted in a newspaper article as saying he believes 
"some people who are primarily homosexual can re
orient themselves and ought to consider that as an 
option." 

History 
OVoltaire approvingly described the Royal Ex

change in London as the place where "the Jew, the 
Mahometan, and the Christian transact together, as 
though they all professed the same religion, and give 
the name of infidel to none but bankrupts." 

Thomas Jefferson rendered the same liberal, tol
erant theme in simple American folk wisdom: "The 
legitimate powers of government extend to such acts 
only as are injurious to others. But it does me no in
jury for my neighbor to say there are twenty gods, or 
no God. It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my 
leg." 

[Editor's note: Morality is defined by the Bible
not by a man's unsupported opinion about what does 
or does not hurt him. Some things people may sup
pose are harmless may be vicious. In deciding right 
and wrong we must look for a ffthus saith the Lord."] 
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@Animals have no need to blush - why not? 

They have no law. 

Do fell 
OBishop Joseph Sprague heads the Northern Illi

nois Conference of the 8.3 million-member United 
Methodist Church. He has, according to those who 
follow these matters, denied the deity of Christ, the 
bodily resurrection, the virgin birth, and the atone
ment. The conference, meeting in June, expressed its 
deep concern. In fact, it expressed many concerns. 
What were described as "prophetic" resolutions en
dorsed boycotts of Tyson's chickens, Kraft macaroni 
and cheese, and supported the territorial demands of 
the Palestinians, the land mines treaty, the forswear
ing of military force against North Korea, increased 
government efforts to combat global warming, and 
gay and lesbian relationships as an "expression of 
God's love." The resolution on the last item urged 
clergy and Sunday School teachers to "tell it to our 
children." The concerns about Bishop Sprague were 
not overlooked. A resolution was resoundingly ap
proved supporting his ministry. Among United 
Methodist conferences, Northern Illinois is contend
ing for the lead in membership decline. From main
line to old-line to sideline to oblivion. 

World Council of Churches 
OFor·understandable reasons it did not receive 

much attention but, for the record, the Central Com
mittee of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches (WCC) has called on the UN to investigate 
Saddam Hussein's crimes in Iraq and any "war 
crimes" committed by the "occupying powers," in
cluding the "illegal resort to war." The WCC news 
service notes that the resolution "implied that U.S. 
President George W. Bush and British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair might appropriately be charged with war 
crimes." Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) and a Central Committee 
member, said he was "deeply grateful" for the reso
lution because it "gives some understanding of what 
we're to do next." Others think there is absolutely 
no telling what the WCC will do next. What the 
WCC will do is sadly predictable. During four de
cades of the Cold War it pretty much took its march
ing orders from another Central Committee on the 
wrong side of freedom, and its anti-American pro
pensities remain unbounded. It is a pity when an in
stitution created to advance Christian unity turns it
self into an anti-ecumenical agency exacerbating 
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further division along political divides. The WCC ac
tion received slight attention and a spokesman al
lows it is "not likely" that the UN will follow its ad
vice. On the other hand, these days there is no telling 
what the UN might do. But that's a pity for another 
time. 

Money lrom Baby Blood 
OJust released figures from Planned Parenthood 

show the agency turned a $36 million profit in 2003, 
a three-fold increase over last year, even though the 
downward trend in abortion rates continues nation
wide. 

A third of that income came from performing 
227,385 abortions this year, up from 213,000 in 
2002, according to Jim Sedlak, executive director of 
the pro-life group Stop Planned Parenthood. 

American taxpayers gave at least $25 0 million to 
the federally funded "nonprofit" agency, which has a 
$450 million annual budget. 

The Planned Parenthood Web Site says, "We be
lieve in acting courageously, especially as allies with 
those who have little or no voice and little or no 
power" ( NewsMax, Apr. 2004 ). 

High School Student Suspended 
OA High School student from Illinois was sus

pended from a student television broadcast for say
ing the words "God Bless." 

The action taken by the school board is unbeliev
able, said Jay Sekulow who is representing the stu
dent. "To suspend a student from a broadcast be
cause he said 'God Bless' is clearly a violation of his 
First Amendment rights. 

Girl-boy Relationship 
fiA 13-year-old girl in Beaver County, Pa., was 

suspended from school for engaging in oral sex with 
a boy of the same age while riding the school bus. 
The boy was also suspended. The girl's mother 
promptly sued the school district for having violated 
her daughter's constitutional rights. She further 
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claimed that there was nothing in the district's writ
ten policies to suggest that the particular activity for 
which the girl was suspended might be unacceptable. 
So far there is nothing very surprising in the story. It 
is just another slice of life in early 21st century 
America. Now here's the real stunner: The fool 
woman's claim was thrown out of court! The judge, 
George E. James, upheld the girl's suspension. That 
many of the nation's children are utterly ignorant of 
any decent standards of behavior is not news; that 
their parents encourage and condone their ignorance 
and irresponsibility is not news, either; that at least 
one our judges is willing to stand up for decency and 
common sense - that's news (National Review, 
Sept. 29, 2003). 

Up lrom Monkeys? 
flWorld magazine (April 3, 2005) published a 

piece, How Design Beat Darwin, in which a number 
of distinguished, world-class scholars take issue with 
the idea that mankind evolved from primeval muck 
to its present complex condition. Thought you might 
like to see the brief bios of the four men who wrote 
to explain how "Darwinism has bit the dust and is 
unable to rebut the evidence that we see around us 
proving that the species could not have arisen merely 
by time plus chance." 

Phillip johnson, WORLD's Daniel of the 
Year for 2003, is a law professor at the Uni
versity of California at Berkeley and the au
thor of Darwin on Trial (1991) and many 
other books, including Defeating Darwinism 
by Opening Minds, Reason in the Balance, The 
Wedge of Truth, and The Right Questions. 

jonathan Wells, a senior fellow at the Dis
covery Institute and the author of Icons of 
Evolution (2000), received both a Ph.D. in bi
ology from the University of California at Ber
keley and a Ph.D. in theology from Yale Uni
versity. 

jeffrey M. Schwartz, research professor of 
psychiatry at the UCLA School of Medicine, is 
the author of more than 100 scientific publi
cations in the fields of neuroscience and psy
chiatry. His latest book is The Mind and the 
Brain (released in paperback last year). 

William Dembski, associate research profes
sor at Baylor and a senior fellow of the Dis
covery Institute, received a Ph.D. in math
ematics from the University of Chicago and is 
the author of, among other books, The Design 
Inference (1998) and The Design Revolution 
(2004). 

[Editor's comment: Sort of goes along with 
David's idea that man is ~~fearfully and wonderfully 
made" (Ps. 139:14), eh?] 



Sight Unseen 
{?i Despite Gregg Easterbrook's recent troubles, 

he maintains his deft way of skewering those who 
despise faith in God and thus put their faith in other 
things unseen. Mr. Easterbrook's latest target: scien
tists willing to put their faith in the unprovable ideas 
necessary for String Theory, which he (tnr.com/ 
Easterbrook .mhtml) doesn't necessarily disagree 
with. "At Yale, Princeton, Stanford, and other top 
schools, researchers discuss unobservable dimen
sions, or an infinite number of imperceptible uni
verses, without batting an eyelid," Mr. Easterbrook 
wrote. "Yet if at Yale, Princeton, Stanford, or top 
schools, you proposed that there exists just one un
observable dimension - the plane of the spirit -
and that it is real despite our inability to sense it di
rectly, you'd be laughed out of the room. Or conver
sation would grind to a halt to avoid offending your 
irrational religious superstitiOns. To modern 
thought, one extra spiritual dimension is a preposter
ous idea, while the notion that there are incredible 
numbers of extra physical dimensions gives no 
pause. Yet which idea sounds more implausible -
one unseen dimension or billions of them?" (World, 
Nov. 8, 2003 ). 

Same-sex 

{?iCINCINNATI- A church court ruled that a 
Presbyterian minister did not violate church law by 
marrying same-sex couples, reversing a ruling by a 
lower court. 

The permanent judicial commission of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) synod that oversees 
churches in Ohio and Michigan ruled 6-4 that the 
denomination's constitution does not prohibit minis
ters from marrying same-sex couples. 

The ruling, released Monday, reverses the lower 
church court's conviction of the Rev. Stephen Van 
Kuiken for marrying same-sex couples. 

The constitution of the 2.5-million-member de
nomination defines marriage as a covenant between 
a man and a woman. The church's highest court 
ruled in 2000 that ministers may bless same-sex 
unions, but may not marry those couples. 

That interpretation makes same-sex marriages 
impermissible, but "it avoids an outright prohibition 
by using the words 'should' and 'should not' in guid
ance for church bodies and ministers," the judicial 
commission ruled. 

The commission said that the 2000 ruling failed 
to define the performance of a same-sex marriage by 

a minister as an offense subject to disciplinary trial. 
The commission ordered that the lower court's 

decision be reversed and a rebuke of Van Kuiken dis
missed. 

The four dissenting commissioners called the de
cision "an improper and unjustified attempt to re
write the clear and unambiguous meaning" of the 
section of the church's Book of Order that pertains 
to same-sex marriages. They said rewriting the sec
tion could be accomplished only by legislative 
amendment to the constitution (NewsMax, May 3, 
2003). 

Suit ol the Day 
t?iGerman TV station Pro 7 was found guilty of 

"injuring personal privacy rights" and has been or
dered to pay a hospital laboratory technician, named 
only as Thomas, from Munich, over 2,091 Deutch 
marks after they filmed him at a naturist camp with
out permission. He turned on the TV and saw him
self sunbathing naked on a documentary called 
"Shame and Nakedness" about naturist camps. His 
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colleagues had made fun of him and pinned a still 
picture of the scene on the staff notice board 
(EarthLink.net). 

lay Not Up Treasures on larfh 
f) [A tip of the hat to good friend Elvin DeShazo 

of Houston for sending the following clips ... Elvin is 
also responsible for other information appearing in 
Potpourri - editor.] 

Joyce Meyer says God has made her rich. 
Everything she has came from Him: the $10 mil

lion corporate jet, her husband's $107,000 silver-gray 
Mercedes sedan, her $2 million home and houses 
worth another $2 million for her four children - all 
blessings, she says, straight from the hand of God. 

It's been an amazing run, nothing short of a 
miracle, says Meyer, a one-time bookkeeper who 
heads one of the world's largest television ministries. 
Her Life in the Word organization expects to take in 
$95 million this year. 

Just look around, she told reporters last month 
from behind her desk on the third floor of the 
ministry's corporate offices in Jefferson County. 

"Here I am, an ex-housewife from Fenton, with a 
12th-grade education," she said. "How could any-

Hunnicutt Farris 
P U B L I S H I N G 

Owned and operated by Christians, Hunnicutt Farris of
fers unique services for members of the churches of 
Christ. HF provides dependable and affordable world
class publishing· services. Visit us online -/earn morel 

www.HFPublishing.com 
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body look at this and see anything other than God?" 
In many ways, joyce Meyer is an American 
Cinderella. 

"If you stay in your faith, you are going to get 
paid," Meyer told an audience in Detroit in Septem
ber. "I'm living now in my reward." 

The way Meyer spends her ministry's money on 
herself and her family may violate federal law, legal 
and tax experts say. 

Her TV shows, regional conferences and fund 
raising from her Web site bring an average $8 million 
a month to her ministry. Of that, the ministry says it 
spends about 10 percent- $880,000 a month- on 
charitable works around the globe. 

lollow-up 
$The spray on joyce Meyers hair and these

quins on her tailor-made pink suit sparkled in the 
bright stage lights before 8,000 people in the arena 
where the Buffalo Sabres play hockey. 

"To give is godly," she said. Never fear giving too 
much in the name of God, even if it means sacrificing 
dinners out during the three-day conference. Fear, 
she said, is the work of the devil. 

She lectured for nearly an hour before ending 
with the same plea she'd been delivering for a de
cade: "Make your checks payable to joyce Meyer 
Ministries/Life in the Word. And million is spelled 
M-1-L-L-l-0-N." 

Many in the crowd flipped open their wallets or 
pulled out their checkbooks. No one came forth with 
a million dollars that day in june. But in September, 
the ministry says, an East Coast woman gave stock 
worth that amount. Meyer then asked for more. 

"I didn't have that thing for five minutes and I 
said, 'OK, God. Next I'll take $5 million,"' Meyer 
later told an audience in Tampa. 

In St. Louis last month, Meyer asked for a $7 
million check. "That would really bless me," she 
said. 

"God does not need our money. The giving thing 
is not for Him, it's for us," Meyer told her Detroit 
audience in September. "I should not have to work 
to try to support myself." 

joyce Meyer Ministries is, without question, a 
well-oiled moneymaking machine. 

lollow Up oa fhe lollow Up 
OBob Schneller gave to joyce Meyer until it 

hurt. Nine years later, he says, it still aches. 
He's out of money, out of a marriage and out of 

faith with televangelists. 



Schneller, 59, lives alone in a 600-square-foot, 
early-model mobile home. He's surrounded by vid
eotapes of televangelists. He says he studies the tapes 
to learn how he was taken in by Meyer. 

Not so long ago, Schneller spent his days hanging 
on Meyer's every word. The money he gave her -
$4,400 a year - surpassed his annual mortgage p.ay
ment. He and his wife lived on $30,000 a year. 

"She teaches you that if you give a seed offering, 
it will come back tenfold or a hundredfold," 
Schneller said. "I know it sounds ridiculous, but you 
get caught up in it. You believe it as truth." 

He and his wife, Mary Jo, followed Meyer to her 
church meetings in a Ramada Inn in South County, 
one of several places she preached. 

Soon, the Schnellers were working for Meyer. 
Bob Schneller became Meyer's exterminator. Mary 
Jo worked as Meyer's hairdresser. 

Most of what Meyer taught, Schneller said, is 
what he calls the "name-it-and-claim-it" theology: If 
you have enough faith, you can name what you 
want. 

The Firm Foundation 
of God Standeth 

edited by Bill Cline 

The 33 chapters in this 1984 Firm Foundation lecture
ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W.R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry Co
tham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Hearn, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
Ernest Underwood, Garland Elkins, Jerry Moffitt, Ben 
Vick, and others. LSAM01 hardback, 383 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Inspiration of God's Inerrant Word 
The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the Word 
The Problems of Malachi 
A Personal Devil - the Enemy of God 
Grace and Law 
The Militant Church Under the Great Commission 
God's Special Creation of the Universe 
The Deliberate Purpose of God to Establish the Church 
Christian Characteristics 
Judgment, Hell, and Heaven 
Absolute Knowledge - Is It Possible? 
Man's Accountability to God's Expressed Will 
The Unity of All Believers 
The Triumph of Good Over Evil 

$15.95 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 
(888) 367-6216 • ioroohet@ouik.com 

"So I laid across the hood of a brand new 1985 
Chrysler Fifth Avenue," Schneller said. "I never did 
get it. She would say that I didn't have enough faith, 
or that there was sin in my life blocking the blessing. 
It always goes back to you" 

Schneller's back went out, and he lacked money 
to pay his bills. He went to Meyer and told her what 
was happening. She laid her hands on him, he said, 
and told him that he would be healed, that his prob
lems would soon go away. 

"One day, I went out to my mailbox, and there 
inside were six $100 bills wrapped up," Schneller 
said. "Right after that, she had me give testimony, 
and she used it to prove that you can be blessed." 

Despite the $600, nothing changed, he said. He 
went on workers' compensation and underwent neck 
surgery. Meyer called him to wish him well, he said. 

Then, in the spring of 1994, a new technique was 
percolating among charismatics like Meyer. It was 
called "holy laughter," a ritual in which the congre
gation sings songs repetitively. The preacher steps 
onstage and begins laughing. Immediately, the room 
breaks into laughter. People slide out of their chairs 
and onto the floor, "drunk on the Holy Spirit." 

But Schneller felt uncomfortable with it. The 
Schnellers went to a church in Waterloo. 

There, Schneller spoke out against holy laughter. 
A few days later, Schneller said, his wife was called 
into Meyer's office. 

Meyer told her, Schneller said, that because of 

Walking in the Spirit 
a study in spirituality and spiritual growth 

By Walter Swain 

In these days of humanism and political correct
ness outside the church, and worldliness and liberal
ism within the church, there is a great need for spiri
tuality and maturity in faithful Christians. Walter 
Swain brings 40 years of teaching and preaching to 
the writing of this book. He seeks to help the readers 
understand the true nature of the spiritual person 
and what spirituality is ... and to help them in their 
spiritual growth as Christians, with practical sugges
tions on achieving spiritual maturity. 

The book, written in 13 chapters, is excellent for 
private study or for high school, adult, and ladies 
Bible classes. 1-56794-223-7 

-$7.50-
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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their position on holy laughter, "I can no longer sup
port you." 

They parted ways. Since then, Schnellers mar
riage has fa llen apart. He works as a security guard 
and attends a regular church, were the Bible is taught 
verse by verse. 

Referring to Meyer's ministry, he says: "My ad
vice to other people thinking about gerting involved 
and giving. Don't- you're being ripped off. 

(Shades of jim and Tammy Faye Baker ... the 
Meyer bunch may end up the same way -in prison. 
The information in this article came franz 
STLtoday.com, and was written by Carolyn Tuft and 
Bill Smith. Lesson from this story: If you give your 
money to crooks, they will fall down laugh ing and 
you will be left holding the bag.) 

U.N. Scandal Book 
{?lStew Stage! (NewsMax) says that excerpt 

rights to the controversial book by three U.N. em
ployees, "Emergency Sex and Other Desperate Mea
sures," due for release on June 9, has been obtained 
by Gentlemen's Quarterly magazine. 

Two of the three authors are current United Na
tions employees. 

U.N. staff rules prohibit outside activity by any 
United Nations employees related to their profes
sional duties without specific approval by executives 
of the world body. 

In early April, the U.N. denied permission to the 
authors. 

The controversy revolves around activities which 
the authors claim to have witnessed during a decade 
traveling the world for the U.N.'s department of 
peacekeeping operations. 

The book tells of sex parties in Cambodia, peace
keeping troops who were in reality prison inmates 
and of a cover-up of an ambush of U.N. personnel in 
Somalia. 

Catholicism Against Itself 
by 0. C. Lambert 

Statements in this volume on the history ol the Catholic 
Church, the development ol her hierarchy, elaborate doc
trines, and attitude toward our government and the liberties 
we cherish are copied word-lor-word I rom oflicial books ol the 
Catholic Church, with titles and page numbers given. So the 
author in complete fairness allows the church to speak for 
herself. 0933672942, 127 pgs. paperback, 4"x6Y.z" 

$2.97 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Instrumental Music 
Faith or Opinion 

Larry James, Bill Swetmon, 
Cecil May Jr., David Lipe 

Freed-Hardeman Forum 1991: 
Larry James and Bill Swetmon 
defend the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in worship. 
Cecil May, Jr. and David Lipe 
show that it is unauthorized by 
scripture. 0929540107$8.95 

The Elders 
Which Are Among You 

by Bobby Duncan 

Helps Christians to better 
appreciate the work ol the elders. 
Includes qualifications and 
perpetuations of the eldership, as 
well as its relationship to the 
congregation and the preacher. 
For class study and personal 
growth. Thirteen lessons. Chapter 
questions. 0929540026, paper-
back ................................... $6.95 

Unseen Hand: 
Father and Son View 
Providence 

by Robert C. (Bob) Hampton, 
Gary C. Hampton 

A timely study of God's provi
dence midst today·s horoscope 
charts and misuse of the word 
miracle. Why do Christians sutler? 
Why pray anyway? Will God heal 
me? How does God provide? Ex
cellent class book; a must lorane's 
personal library.0929540344, 
paperback ......................... $8.95 

God at a Distance 

by Kerry Duke 

Why doesn't God reveal Himself 
more clearly? Do homosexuals 
and alcoholics inherit their 
condition? Is Bible interpretation 
always biased by the influence of 
culture? Understandable and 
definitive. 0929540190, paperback 

....................................... $9.95 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 or 

Publishing Designs • (888) 662-1006 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Questio n: Psa lm J 10:4, says, "The Lord has 
sworn and will not repent. " Today we are tore
pent and nor to swear. Why the d ifference? 

Response : An inreresting observation! 

Repentance 
One meaning of the H ebrew word transla ted "repent" 
is to change one's mind and will. It is necessary for us 
to repent because we so often set ourse lves o n the 
wrong course. Only by repenting, changing, turning 
around, can we get started going back the right way. 

God , on the other hand, " is not a man t hat he 
should repent" (1 Sam. 15 :29). He always sets on a 
right cou rse and therefore does no r change. 

Interestingly, though , the Bible, at least in the 
King James Version, does say God repented. 

For example, when mankind became ev il in the 
days of Noah, God repented that he had made man 
(Gen. 6:6-7). 

After the children of Israel sinned with the golden 
ca lf, God threa tened to destroy rhem, but Moses 
pleaded for them and the Lord repented of the harm 
he had said he would do to them (Exod. 32:14). 

These usages of " repent" are called anthropomor
phisms, because they speak of God accommodatively 
as though he we re man (Greek, anthropos) . "Repent" 
as appli ed to God is an inadequate human term for an 
entirely appropriate and good d ivine acti on. Most 
newer translations use a different wo rd in those in
stances. 

God "repents" w hen his pro mises are condi
tional and the conditi ons are not met, when the way 
things turn out causes him to grieve o r to be sorry, or 
w hen he a llows man's entreaties and in tercessions 
for others to change action he might otherwise have 
fo llowed. 

In the essence of his Being, however, God is not a 
man that he should lie, nor a son of man that he 
should repent. Has he said, and will he not do? Or 
has he spoken and will he not make it good (Num. 
23:19)? 

Swearing 
In Psa lms God's oath declared the Christ would be 
high priest. It made the appointment doubly sure. 

"It is impossible for God to lie." When in addi
tion God sealed his promise with an oath, we have 
"two immutable (unchangeable) things" as assurance 
of our hope (Heb. 6:17-18). 

It is not intrinsically evi l to swear an oath. God 
himse lf did it as noted. Paul did it (2 Cor. 11:31; 
Gal. 1 :20). Jesus testified under oath before Caiphas 
(Matt. 26:63-64). 

Therefore Jesus' commandment not to swear 
(Matt. 5 :33-37) was not a prohibition of giving le
ga lly binding testimony. 

The Old Testament prohibited swearing falsely, 
as Jesus said (Matt. 5:33 quoting Lev. 19:12). Some 
of the Jews had taken equivocation with oaths to a 
fine point. They argued that, unless one used a par
ticular formula of words, the oath was not binding. 
So they swore using a non-binding formula and con
vinced the uninitiated that they had sworn a valid 
oath, when in their minds they had not (compare 
Matt. 23:19-22). 

So J esus forb ids swearing by heaven , earth, 
Jerusalem, one's own head, or any other similar 
oath. These were the oaths used to deceive (Matt. 
5 :34-36). 

In contrast, Jesus tells us to be scrupulously hon
est at all times. Our "yes" is to be yes and our "no" 
no, without an oath (Matt. 5 :37). A Christian's word 
should be his bond. 

If we think we have to swear, that implies our 
word is not worth much when we do not swear. 

Jesus says our word should be true a ll of the 
time. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 
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Order from Firm Foundation 
101 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . .......... ........ $5.50 

According to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs . .. ......... 4.50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . ......... 12.95 

Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and] 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ... .... ......................... ...... 6.95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Premlllennlallsm 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premillennial teaching that fills 
Ieday's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback, 104 pgs. 
......................................................... ....... $6.95 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ........................................ .. ................. 4.50 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You wil l learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . ............................................................ 4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with lhe following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6.00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible- Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8~x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................... 14.97 

Gifts from the Heart 
by Mary Alice Wi lhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material.things: 
love, respect, fai th, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes and 
observations from life, giving it a very practical 
application. pb 181 pgs . .... .......................... 8.00 

Shipping - $3.00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 6.75% sales tax 
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Directory Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, ••••• 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-.Georgia- Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 <903> 671•2369, 671 -2515. Sun. 10, 10:50a.m., 6 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 

Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). • •••• 

-Alaska-

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518.(907)344- sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 

243-7oo7. sacoc@gci:~e!.. _ Missouri _ 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the S Dallas Co., Lancaste~ •_:_• Cold Springs Church 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Branson-ChurchofChrist,307SeventhSt.,Sun. of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
99701. (907) 456-4921. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 8653 S 9 30 10 30 6 W d. • • • • • • un. : , : a.m., p.m., e 7 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Farmington- Sunny-;i~ Church of Christ, Hwy p.m. ('h mi. east of 1-35) 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. _ Virginia _ 
373-5583 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Alabama- Raytown _ Raytown Church of ChriSt, 6000 Blue Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'11 Ave., -Ohio-
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 878 0452, s 9 30 10 30 6 s - un. : , : a.m., p.m. con 
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Spencer, minister. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 -Oklahoma-

- California - Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. - South Carolina -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. -Colorado-

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City'- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville -·Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. Carthage- Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Lakeland -1807 South Florida Ave., Sun. 9:30, 
10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Wed. 7:30 p.m. Robert 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 

McAnally, minister. (941) 682-4702, 682-3600. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Home of Florida School of Preaching. 800- Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
320-9780 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

~--------------------------~ 
Give Firm Foundation as a gift 

1-888-367-8216 

g)anteC a SJ?rophd of Go4 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded approach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age Is traced. Or. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Cari119 & Shari119 
N e1vsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
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each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 
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(enlarged edilion) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOt 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.nestious 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h!one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 
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Ready A.uswers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5\4") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 
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Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 
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each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback .............. ...... ........ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycslerday and Today 

" by Uur,on Coffn1an 
Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A seri es of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. I 957. The plan ofthe lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed are the extremes of the "liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

sa.oo plus $3.50 s&lr 
Texas residenls add 6. 7 5% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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fami ly picture with references. Send to Elders, 
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Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunit ies for growth, spiritual and 
physica l unli mited. Must be mission minded and 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Cente r Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dic tionary (11 8 pgs.) 
•Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinte d with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leathe r 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Genuine black leather 
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New Testament 
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•Gold edges 
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$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
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Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 
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Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritual and 
physica l unlimited. Must be mission minded and 
active in soul winning and leadership skills. 3-
bd rm, 2-b:uh home w/formal living room and den 
provided. Salary negotiable. References, video/ 
audio tape of recent sermons, photo, email address 
desired. Send r~sumc to: Church of Christ, 2223 
W. Morton Sr., Den ison, TX 75020 Attn : Elders 

The chu rch of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pa is looking for a sound gospel 
preacher to work with us. We can supply financial 
support of S370.00 I week. Any further income 
needed wou ld have to come from othe r sources. 
This might be ideal for a retired preacher wanting 
to supplement his ret irement income and still stay 
act ive in the Lord's Kingdom. This could also be 
ve ry good for someone who has some support 
already established. You will find an excellent 
group of Ch ristians to work and worship with. 
For more informati on p lease contact Doug 
Bullington @ (814) 734-3838 o r write to same@ 
5 163 Gibson Hill Rd. Edinboro Pa 164 12 or E
Mail speedbull1 @aol.com. 

Cemral Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full -time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and reti red and "snow birds". Pote ntial for 
growth. Sala ry and benefits total $40 ,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657· 
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Northeast Oh io congregation seeks to add a second 
ministe r. Duti es may incl ud e educationa l 
directorshi p, community outreach, writing and 
teaching. Please reply by july 2004 to: Elders 
Massillon Church of Christ, 9 15 State Avenue NE, 
Massillon O H 44646, ghone 330.832.97 13 or 
emai I servant9 15 @sbcglobal. net 
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CCrials 
by l o ttie Beth Hobbs 

For I hose who have experienced discourage· 
ment. disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of job is for you. 

Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student ? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 401 7 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299- 1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-464 1 

Back to the Bible Correspo ndence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Publ ished by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-55 1-85 11 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 
De luxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESY Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Comple te ESV c lassic reference concor

dance over 14.5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-colo r maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not re d le tter 
158-134-4384 .. .. ................. $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 

158-134-3507 ····· ·· ············ $195.00 
Black Genuine leathe r 
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Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
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One Year Bible 
Ha rdcover 

158-134-3876 ····················· $24.99 
P a pe rback 
158-134-4449 .... ................. $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonde d leather 
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$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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foa.l~aYntlN..,,..110nla 
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folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
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• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 

• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the reader 's 
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• complete - leaves no questions. no lack of direction 
Don McWhorter 

host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 

Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 0929540417 

$)6.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 

plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
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Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets 
The Prophet Samuel 

By Jock Lewis, Ph.D. 

T here were prophets in Israel like Abraham, 
Moses, and Deborah before Samuel, and the 
unnamed prophet came in the peri od of 

Midianite oppression in the time of the Judges tore
mind the people of their fa ilure to heed the Lord 
Qudges 6:8 ). There was also the unnamed man of God 
who spoke to Eli about the perve rsity of his sons and 
who informed him of the coming fate of his house 
(1 Sam. 2 :22-36). However, prophecy in Israel came 
to new prominence with the appea rance of Samuel. 

Samuel is considered the last of the Judges and 
the beginning of the prophets. "The word of the Lord 
was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision" 
(1 Sam. 3:1). The Lord "gave them judges until Sam
uel the prophet" (Acts 13:20). Peter in summarizing 
Israel's histo ry says of the New Testament age, "And 
all of the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel 
and those who ca me afterwards, a lso proclaimed 
these days" (Acts 3 :24). 

That Samuel was a Levite was no deterrenr to his 
being chosen to be a prophet. He was a descendant 
of Kohath but not of the line o f Aaron (1 Chron. 
6:16, 33), and he lived in the terrirory of Ephraim 
(1 Sam. 1: 1). Levites received cities at the land divi
sion under Joshua in the territory of the other tribes. 
Tribal affinity and his being a judge was no disquali
fication for his also being a prophet. Deborah is con
sidered both a judge and a prophetess. 

Samuel's call tO be a prophet ca me in his child
hood when the Lord spoke tO him in the night. The 
word he received announced the rrag ic end of the 
house of Eli. 

How to Rear a Prophet 

A man was a prophet due tO his be ing chosen by 
God. There are no other stared quali fications beyond 
the choice that he must meet. God chose whom he 
would. At the same t ime, we see in the case of Sam
uel rhe making of a person whom God could use fo r 
his purpose. None wou ld deny rhar God could 
change a reprobate if he wished. The broken clay can 
be made into another vesse l as the potter chooses 
Ger. 18:1 ff.). At the same time, the re is not a story in 
rhe Bible where God spoke tO his people through a 
refo rmed reprobate. 

We have in Samuel a ve ry thr illing srory of the 
making of a man for God's se rvice. Though many of 
us are beyond rhe age of child rearing, the Samuel 
sro ry needs to be made viv id tO our children and tO 

our grandchi ldren . Samuel's parents were God-fear
ing Israeli tes who wenr each year tO Shiloh ro wor
ship at the house of the Lord which was rhe Taber
nacle. 

Hannah in her unhappy condition wanred a child. 
Her moving lips in her si lent vow (1 Sam. 1: 11) were 
mistaken by Eli as an indication of drunkenness; but 

(continued 0 11 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Academy 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Eric Mi ller wrote, "Americans ... are trap
ped in a poli tical and cultural straight
jacke t due to their complicity in mod

ernity 's critical p roject of uprooting all received 
trad itions" (Alone in the Academy). 

Libera lism, wh ich is anothe r word for mod
ernism, rejects the idea of a world governed by 
a sp iritual order ... a nd most of the academic 
world has e mbraced such liberalism. 

God tells us in the Bible that if we cling to 

the high ethica l standard of his inspired word, we w ill prosper; 
but if we reject the high road of good morals, we w ill be ove r
whelmed by catastrophe. 

"In thy name do they rejoice all the day; and in thy righteous
ness are they exalted" (Ps. 89:16). 

Of the man who lives by t he standard of God's word, the 
Psa lmist w rote, "His righteousness endureth for ever: His horn 
shall be exalted with honor (Ps. 112:9). 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any 
people" (Prov. 14 :34). 

"Jehovah of hosts is exalted in justice, and God the Holy One is 
sanctified in righteousness" (Isa 5 : 16). 

God stands "within in th e shadows, keeping watch above it 
a ll. " H e upholds the unive rse "by the word of his power" (He b. 
1 :3) . 

The world was made when God "spake and it was done; he 
commanded and it srood fast" (Ps. 33 :9). Jesus was present and 
participated in the o riginal creation Qohn 1: 1-3). T he winds and 
the sea obeyed J esus (Matt. 8:26-27); he spoke to diseases and 
they departed, and ro the dead and they arose. He w ho upholds all 
th ings in th is vast universe by the exercise of his wi ll, so that it 
does not sink into anarchy or into nothing, must be God. 

T he mo ral law of the Almighty is consistent a nd eternal. Mo
rali ty in Eden is the same today. There is an unseen spiritual rea lm 
and its power controls all things mundane. When the spiritua l law 
of God is transgressed there are repercussions in the material uni
verse. 

Every immora l act drags after it a consequence. 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal li fe (GaL 6:7-8). 



When Eve and Adam transgressed a positive divine law, they 
had to die a physical death. Violating the moral code brought an 
unpleasant ramification. The upshot of disobeying God is death. 

That is true of individuals and of nations. 
All things moral and right begin with God. There is an all

powerful and eternal Godhead. It consists of Jehovah, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit. These three are one ... one in essence ... one in 
work ... one in purpose ... one in design ... one in word ... but not 
one person. Three beings make up the one God-nature. 

God Uehovah, Jesus, and the Comforter) know everything, 
have all power, and are everywhere present. The universe may be 
inserted into the everlasting kingdom of God as a letter is inserted 
into its envelope, which means that wherever you are, God is up 
there beyond the stars administering the affairs of an unseen 
world, which controls outcome in the seen world. 

That understanding is the beginning of morality. "Behold, the 
fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is under
standing" Oob 28:28; see also Ps. 111:10; Prov. 9:10; 15:33; Isa. 
11:2; 33:6). 

We begin with God and his spiritual kingdom. 
"I am Jehovah thy God .... Thou shalt have no other gods before 

me .... Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in vain .... 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy" (Exod. 20:2-11). 

Here, then, is the first order: (1) God lives ... (2) fear and 
honor his name . . . (3) sanctify a time to specially remember God, 
but think of him always. 

The second order is: "Honor thy father and thy mother" 
(Exod. 20:12). This is the first command with promise (Eph. 6:2). 
The rule is: keep the family pure and inviolate. The family is to be 
unsullied, untouched, whole, intact, perfect, unspoiled, unadulter
ated, and uncontaminated. It is the basic building block of society. 
When the family is strong, society is strong; when the family is 
perverted, society is perverted. 

The family is made up of a father and a mother (Exod. 20: 12). 
They are to be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1 :28). Notice the heaven
sent law is father, mother, and children ... not two mommies or two 
daddies. Two women living together cannot of themselves be fruit
ful and multiply. Neither can two men by themselves reproduce, 
though they mistakenly call it a marriage.lt could not be plainer that 
God originally ordained two genders for the purpose of procreation 
(to produce offspring by reproduction). 

The Bible- God's law-book for humanity- consistently and 
emphatically condemns sodomy, or homosexuality. The command 
to protect and preserve the family and the stern condemnation of 
sexual attraction and relations between members of the same sex 
shows the essential evil and moral contamination of homosexual
ity. 

If God is revered and the family is protected, a foundation 
is laid for continuing moral excellence. Therefore, no murder, 
no adultery, no stealing, no bearing false witness, no coveting 
(Exod. 20: 13-17). 
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Here is a list of the works of the flesh that will 
keep you out of "the city which hath the founda
tions, whose builder and maker is God"- fornica
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divi
sions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and 
such like (Gal. 5:19-21). 

You are expected to demonstrate in your life the 
fruit of the inner being "love, joy, peace, longsuffer
ing, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and 
self-control" (Gal. 5 :22-23). 

There are laws to keep, rules to observe, statutes 
to honor, and commands to be obeyed. If we do the 
things that are forbidden and fail to do the things 
that are required, we sin and fall short of God's 
glory. There are consequences ... cause and result. 

God's laws may not be transgressed with impu
nity. There is a price to pay for immorality ... and it 
is not pleasant. 

The unseen, spiritual kingdom rules and guaran
tees the outcome. It is therefore the apex of foolish
ness to go against divine commandments. 

The command may be (1) to believe and be bap-
tized ... (2) to be faithful at all costs ... (3) to keep 
yourself unspotted from the world ... (4) or any 
other duty the divine law giver lays upon you, but 
whatever the law may be, it is incumbent on us to 
painstakingly obey it. 

It is a great tragedy of our time that many in high 
place are seeking to set aside God and his wisdom. 
Countless words have been written seeking to excuse 
disobedience of heavenly precepts ... modernism's 
"critical project of uprooting all received traditions." 
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the "old paths" and remove "the ancient land
marks." Even universities that fly the banner of reli
gion are eager to blaze a new trail and find freedom 
from all restraints. Some have foolishly called this 
"freedom in Christ," but it is, in truth, an attempt to 
have freedom from Christ. 

Eric Miller also wrote: 

One obvious feature of this university-sanc
tioned-and-sustained way of life is its depleted 
understanding of marriage and sexuality, and 
its accompanying commitment to oppose any 
who would speak against this understanding. 
Although this received wisdom is conveyed in 
the language of liberation, I discovered that it 
provided cover for lives that were often full of 
hopelessness (Alone in the Academy). 

Miller continued: 

Was there nothing else in history to wonder 
about besides a ritualistically rehashed libera
tion tale? Among the saddest conclusions I 
came to during graduate school was that the 
answer is no. For most of my peers, I realized, 
there was no other story. The other possibili
ties - philosophical, ideological, and theologi
cal - had been ruled out, debunked and filed 
under the category of "oppressor., 

This "reject-the-past" and "forget-history's-les
sons" dictum of liberalism gives rise to an army of 
change agents, whose only ambition is to wreck the 
present order and build liberalism's house-of-cards 
on the shattered remains. The flimsy superstructure 
is resting on an insubstantial foundation. 

Jesus said something about building on sand in
stead of rock, i.e., "every one that heareth these 
words of mine, and doeth them not" builds on sand; 
"every one therefore that heareth these words of 
mine, and doeth them" builds on rock (Matt. 7:24-
26). Hear and do the words of the Son of God. Enter 
the narrow gate and walk the straitened path (Matt. 
7: 14 ). Anything else is folly and doomed to failure. 

Academia is bound and determined to kick -over
the-traces and walk in darkness ... and that darkness 
is indeed great. Here is the wonder! People profess
ing to be firm believers in Jesus as the Son of God, 
and because of the relationship they believed they 
had with him, started virtually all of the universities 
of higher learning in America. Furthermore, it was 
these professing Christians that started most the 
health care centers. And now, sad to say, the succes
sors to the schools and hospitals want to have noth
ing to do with Christianity. 

Verily, man's ways are crooked. 



And the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people 
draw nigh unto me, and with their mouth and 
with their lips do honor me, but have re
moved their heart far from me, and their fear 
of me is a commandment of men which hath 
been taught them; therefore, behold, I will 
proceed to do a marvelous work among this 
people, even a marvelous work and a wonder; 
and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, 
and the understanding of their prudent men 

shall be hid. Woe unto them that hide deep 
their counsel from Jehovah, and whose works 
are in the dark, and that say, Who seeth us? 
and who knoweth us? Ye turn things upside 
down! Shall the potter be esteemed as clay; 
that the thing made should say of him that 
made it, He made me not; or the thing 
formed say of him that formed it, He hath no 
understanding? (lsa. 29: 13-16). 
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Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets 
(continued from page 1) 

she was pouring out her heart to God, and God's ear 
was open. Her prayer of praise is in 1 Samuel2:1-10. 
What a thrilling story it is, how after weaning the child 
Hannah brought him to the sanctuary at Shiloh to give 
him to the Lord in keeping with the vow she had 
made. She did not change her mind about keeping the 
promise she had made. The prophet Malachi tells us 
that God in forming marriage wanted godly children 
(Mal. 2: 15). In Samuel's case, that is exactly what he 
got. 

Samuel was reared in Shiloh under the oversight 
of Eli the priest (1 Sam. 3: 11). One cannot explain 
why Eli's sons turned out so badly (1 Sam. 3:13) and 
Samuel turned out so well. Perhaps the influence of 
his mother who visited annually played a part. The 
summary of his development is that he grew in stat
ure and in favor with the Lord and with people (1 
Sam. 2:26; cf. Luke 2:52). 

We are all glad that the door of repentance re
mains open to the penitent prodigal. We are grateful 
to God for the good done by some after returning 
from the trip to the hog pen. But there is an aspect of 
life and godly service that a man like Samuel knew 
that the returned prodigal can never know. 

The Divine Call 
It is now thought that the Hebrew word nabi' which 
we translate "prophet" comes from a verb which 
means "to be called." God did not speak very often 
to Israel in the time of Samuel's childhood (1 Sam. 
3:1). 

We have known from childhood the story of 
Samuel's call. Mistaking the Lord's voice for that of 
Eli, twice Samuel inquired why Eli was calling him in 
the night. Eli discerned that it was the Lord calling 

and instructed the lad to respond, "Speak Lord, for 
your servant hears" (1 Sam. 3 :9). 

The revelation to Samuel was not a pleasant one. 
Eli's house was doomed because Eli had not re
strained his sons from their wickedness. It was a hard 
message for a boy to have to deliver to one who was 
over him. Eli, however, could only respond, "It is the 
Lord, Let him do what seems good to him" (1 Sam. 
3:18). 

A true prophet was one whose words came to 
pass (Deut. 18:22). As Samuel grew up, the Lord was 
with him and let none of his words fall to the ground 
(1 Sam. 3:19). All Israel from Dan to Beersheba 
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the 
Lord. The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, for 
the Lord revealed himself to Samuel by the word of 
the Lord, and the word of Samuel came to all Israel 
(1 Sam. 3:20-4: 1). 

Samuel is called a prophet twice in the Old Testa
ment (1 Sam. 3:20; 2 Chron. 35:18) but is called a 
"seer" (ro'eh) in others (1 Sam. 9:11, 18, 19; 1 Chron. 
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9:22; 26:28; 29:29). "Seer" is said to be an archaic for 
what was later called a prophet. 

The Philistine army defeated Israel, Eli's sons 
were killed, and at the news of their deaths and espe
cially of the loss of the ark, Eli fell off his chair and 
was killed. Though the book of Samuel does not tell 
of it, Shiloh seems to have been overrun by the Phi
listines. Other portions of the Bible allude to its de
struction Uer. 7:12, 14; 26:6, 9; Ps. 78:60). 

Samuel the Teacher of the People 
Apparently, about 20 years went by while the ark 
was in the hands of the Philistines (1 Sam. 7 :2). Sam
uel then called on the people to put away all their 
foreign gods and to serve the Lord alone (1 Sam. 
7:3 ). He assembled the people at Mizpah for a day of 
repentance. The Philistines thought it an opportune 
time for them to attack. But Samuel offered a lamb 
for a sacrifice and prayed to the Lord. 

Samuel's work as a prophet included that of in
tercession, a role for which he was remembered long 
after his time. The Psalms list Samuel "among those 
who call on his [the Lord's] name. They cried to the 
Lord, and he answered them" (Ps. 99:6). 

Mter Samuel prayed to the Lord at Mizpah, the 
Lord thundered mightily, resulting in the deliverance 
of Israel from the Philistines (1 Sam. 7:5ff.). For this 
great victory, Samuel set up a memorial stone to 
which he gave the name "Ebenezer." God had helped 
them this far. From this episode we sing, "Come, 
Thou Fount of Every Blessing," declaring, "Hither 
by thy help I have come!" "Ebenezer" means "stone 
of help." 
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Samuel the Judge 
Samuel was not only a prophet, but he was also a 
judge all his life like those who had led Israel 
throughout the period of the Judges. His circuit was 
in the middle of the country including the centers of 
Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah in addition to his own 
home center which was Ramah (1 Sam. 7:15-17). 

It was as a judge that Samuel the man of integrity 
comes to light. Like Eli, Samuel failed with his boys 
(1 Sam. 8:2-3 ). We have no persuasive explanation 
to offer for why good people raise bad children. But 
despite his family problems, Samuel, who had been 
in public service all his life, at his retirement chal
lenged the people: 

Here I am; testify against me before the Lord 
and before his anointed. Whose ox have I 
taken? Or whose donkey have I taken? Or 
whom have I defrauded? Whom have I op
pressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a 
bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against 
me and I will restore it to you (1 Sam. 12:3). 

The people responded that they have no charge 
to make. They make God their witness that they 
have found no dishonest action. 

The image of Samuel should be of particular in
terest just at this time in history when Helmuth 
Kohl, long-time leader of Germany now retired, is 
facing indictment for his financial dealings. Boris 
Yeltsin has left office in Russia with a promise that he 
will not be tried for his actions while in office. 
America has seen its former speaker of the House of 
Representatives fined for money dealings. Time 
would fail if we tried to list all the mayors, senators, 
and representatives who are under suspicion. Samuel 
was a man of integrity. 

Samuel the King Maker 
At the people's demand for a king, the Lord in
structed Samuel to grant their request. His picture of 
what a king would demand of them did not dissuade 
them. 

These will be the ways of the king who will 
reign over you: he will take your sons and ap
point them to his chariots and to be his horse
men, and to run before his chariots; and he 
will appoint for himself commanders of thou
sands and commanders of fifties, and some to 
plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and 
to make his implements of war and the equip
ment of his chariots. He will take your daugh
ters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He 
will take the best of your fields and vineyards 
and olive orchards and give them to his 



servants. He will take the tenth of your grain 
and of your vineyards and give it to his offic
ers and to his servants. He will take your men
servants and maidservants, and the best of 
your cattle, and your asses, and put them to 
his work. He will take the tenth of your 
flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in that 
day you will cry out because of your king 
whom you have chosen for yourselves; but 
the Lord will not answer you in that day ( 1 
Sam. 8:10-18). 

Saul, son of Kish, looking for lost donkeys, came 
to Samuel who is called a "man of God" (1 Sam. 
9:6). This term is not exclusively used for a prophet, 
but is a frequent term for one. One gave such a seer a 
fee for his information. Saul's servant had a fourth 
part of a shekel of silver which he thought sufficient 
for the purpose (1 Sam. 9:8). The inquirers call Sam
uel a "seer" (1 Sam. 9:11, 18). Saul spends the night 
with Samuel and next morning is anointed king (1 
Sam 10:1). 

Next, Samuel introduced Saul to the people at a 
gathering at Mizpah (1 Sam. 10:17). 

To demonstrate that the people had sinned in 
asking for a king, Samuel called on the Lord in the 
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time of wheat harvest and it thundered and rained 
out of season like snow in the summer (1 Sam. 
12: 17). Not all prophets were miracle workers, but 
Samuel had that power. 

Later we see Samuel as the one who anointed 
David to be king (1 Sam. 16:13; 1 Chron. 11:3). 

Samuel pledged himself to continue praying for 
the people when he retired from judgeship (1 Sam. 
12:23). 

Samuel the Adviser of the King 

Saul's first error, after his waiting seven days at 
Gilgal as Samuel had instructed him, was his sacrifice 
before Samuel arrived (1 Sam. 13:8). The word of 
the prophet was a word of God. Samuel, upon com
ing, announced that Saul, because of his disobedi
ence, would not found a dynasty (1 Sam. 13:14). 

It was Samuel also who transmitted to Saul the 
order to destroy the Amalekites and then rebuked 
him when he had failed to do as he had been com
manded: 

Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice and to hear
ken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 
divination, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idola
try. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 
he has also rejected you from being king (1 Sam. 
15:22-23). 

Samuel had cried to the Lord all night when he 
received the news that Saul had not destroyed the 
Amalekites (1 Sam. 15: 11). The episode is the part
ing place between Saul and Samuel (1 Sam. 15 :35), 
though not the end of Samuel's grief over Saul. 

Samuel's fame as an intercessor is reflected years 
later when the Lord told Jeremiah that if Moses and 
Samuel were pleading for the people of Jeremiah's 
day the Lord would not hear them Oer. 15:1). 

David came to Samuel as a refugee from Saul. 
Samuel lived in Naioth in Ramah. There a company 
of prophets were prophesying, and Samuel was 
standing as head over them (1 Sam. 19:20). Saul's 
messengers came to arrest him, but the spirit of God 
came on them and they also prophesied. Saul sent a 
second and a third time with the same result. Then 
Saul himself came and the spirit of God came on him 
and he stripped off his clothes and lay naked all that 
day and all that night resulting in the statement, "Is 
Saul also among the prophets?" (1 Sam. 19:20-24). 

Samuel died, all Israel mourned for him, and they 
buried him in his house in Ramah (1 Sam. 25: 1). 
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Saul and the Witch of Endor ( 1 Sam. 28: 11-25) 
When Saul was faced with going to battle with the 
Philistines, which proved to be his last battle, he was 
able to get no guidance in dreams, the Urim, o r the 
prophets. In desperati on he, in disguise, went to the 
medium at Endor (1 Sam. 28 :8) . H e asked her to 
bring up whomever he would name. It was Samuel 
he sought. She then recognized the inquirer as Saul. 
She saw Samuel comi ng as an o ld man wrapped in a 
robe. 

Samuel rebuked Saul for having disturbed him. 
Saul asked him what to do. Samuel denounced again 
Saul's fai lure to destroy the Amalekites and an
nounced that he the next day would be delivered by 
the Lord to the Phi listines. H e and his sons wou ld 
perish (1 Sam. 28 : 19). After eating food the woman 
prepared, Saul and hi s parry went their way. H e and 
his sons were killed in he battle. 

The Book of Chronicles 

The Book of Chronicles g ives a few detail s abou t 
Samuel's actions that o therwise we would no t have 
known. Samuel's sons Joel and Abijah are listed (1 
Chron. 6:28); they are unnamed in the book of 
Kings. It was according to the word of the Lord by 
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Samuel that the people anoi nted David king (1 
Chron. 11:3). David and Samuel are credi ted with 
establishing the gatekeepers of the tabernacle in their 
offices of trust (1 Chron. 9:17-27; esp. v. 22). The 
books of Samuel say nothing of this action . Samuel, 
along with others, dedicated gifts for the mainte
nance of the house of the Lord (1 Chro n. 26:28) . 

Then w hen Josiah had kept t he Passover, the 
summary is, "No Passover like it had been kept in Is
rae l since the days of Samuel t he prophet" (2 Chron. 
35 : 18). Again, the book of Samuel has no record of 
the celebration in Samuel's time. The time alluded to 
spans the entire period of the Kings. 

Fina lly, there is Samuel as a wri ter. The acts of 
David are said ro be written in the Chronicles of 
Samuel the seer (ro,eh), and in the C hronicles o f 
Nathan the prophet, and the C hro nicle of Gad the 
seer (h9ozeh; 1 Chron. 29:29). Since Samuel d ied be
fore Dav id actually became king, his record could 
only cover the pre-kingship portion of David's life. 

An Apocrypha Writer Summarized About Samuel 

Samuel, beloved by his Lord, a prophet of the Lord, 
established the ki ngdom and anointed rulers over his 
people. By the law of the Lo rd he judged the congre
gation, and the Lord watched over Jacob. By his 
faithfu lness he was proved to be a prophet, and by 
his wo rds he became known as a trustworthy seer. 
He call ed upon the Lord, the Mighty One, when his 
enemies pressed him on every side, and he offered in 
sacrifice a sucking lamb. Then the Lord thundered 
from the heaven, and made his vo ice heard with a 
mighty sound; and he wiped ou t the leaders of the 
people of Tyre and all the rulers of the Philistines. 
Before the rime of his eternal sleep, Samuel called 
men to witness before the Lord and his anointed : "I 
have not taken any one's property, not so much as a 
pair of shoes." And no man accused him. Even after 
he had fa llen as leep he prophesied and revealed to 
the king his death, and lifted up his voice out of the 
earth in prophecy, to blot our the wickedness of the 
people (Sir. 46:13 -20). 

Samuel is listed in the New Testament among 
those who acted by faith though that chapter does 
not narrate details of his career. It speaks "of David 
and Samue l and the prophets" (He b. 11 :32). 
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A Worthy Priesthood 
By Matthew Morine 

D o you think of yourself as a priest? It is pos
sible that we have not given due consider
ation to the role of Christians as priests. 

The term priest has been stolen from its original 
biblical meaning. Many in the religious world have 
hijacked the term and replaced the scriptural defini
tion with a term that connotes a hierarchical priestly 
system. But instead of the few religiously elite being 
called priests, Peter declares that all Christians form 
the priesthood. "But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for god's own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light" (1 Pet. 2:9 NASB). 

The blessings of belonging to the priesthood are 
immense. The Holy Spirit uses Old Testament termi
nology to describe the privileges of membership in 
the priesthood. In the O.T. only the Levites could be 
priests while under the New Testament all Christians 
can have this role. Therefore, individual Christians 
do not have another man between them and Christ. 
Every Christian has direct access to Christ and ulti
mately to the throne of God (Heb. 4:16; I Tim. 2:5). 
Also through the priesthood, Christians are not sepa
rated pilgrims on a spiritual journey but are a unified 
family. Peter uses the term race, which is translated 
"family" in Acts 7:13; 13:26. Another blessing that 
is received from the priesthood of believers is an in
troduction to the kingdom of God. Revelation 1:6 
states "and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests 
to His God and Father." Since Christians dwell in the 
kingdom, they are joint heirs with Christ (Rom. 
8:17). 

Christians are blessed to belong to the priest
hood of believers, but this gift also calls us to service. 
Being identified as a priest inspires believers to a 
higher sense of duty and a new level of moral con
duct. The priests are the possession of God, are holy 
to God, offer sacrifices to God and are representa
tives of God. 

The Priest is the possession of God. First Peter 
2:9 declares the priests were for "God's own posses
sion." Christ bought Christians with His own blood 
(Acts 20:28). Christ has redeemed us, which literally 

means, "to buy back." Ephesians 1:7 says, "In Him 
we have redemption through His blood." Since 
Christians are priests, our money, talents, and lives 
are in Christ's ownership. The way Christians view 
work, marriage, spare time, and families must be fil
tered through the knowledge that Christ has domin
ion in his or her life. 

The Priest is holy to God. God demanded holi
ness from His people but especially from His priests. 
The priest had to engage in ceremonial washings to 
participate in the temple service. Also, the priests 
had to sprinkle blood on their bodies before entering 
into the presence of God. These rituals connoted pu
rity before the Lord. The task of priest is a labor of 
keeping oneself from sin. Christians are to be "per
fect as their heavenly Father is perfect" (Matt. 5 :40). 
The saved are to morally conduct himself or herself 
in a fashion suitable for the role of priest. In the Old 
Testament the priests were examples of holiness and 
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The Priest offered sacri fices to God. In the He
brew nation, the priest's ro le was to make sacrifices 
to God on behalf of the peo ple (Lev. 2: 8-9). Chris
tians today have a similar respons ibili ty. Roman 12: 1 
informs "I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mer
cies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship." This sacrifice requires more 
than burning a bull or goat befo re the Lord; this duty 
implores Christians to present their entire life before 
the Lord for His use . "And do not neglect doi ng 
good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased (Heb. 13 :1 6). A member of today's priest
hood must submit his or her d reams, goals, desires, 
and lifestyle to the Lord. The Christian makes the ul
timate sacrifice when he or she fo llows the teachings 
of the priesthood of believers. 

The Priest is a representative of God. T he Bible 
says the priesthood must "proclaim the excellencies 
of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light" (1 Pet. 2:9}. Now the priesthood in 
the Christian dispensation does not mediate acti vi ty 
between man and God, rather the Christian repre
sents the nature of God to those who are without the 
Lord. M atthew 5:16 admo nishes, "Let your light 
shin~ before men in such a way that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven." Many people judge the valid ity of Chris
tianity on Christians they see in society. Every mem
ber in the priesthood must be aware of his o r her 
conduct in the community because if a member be
haves in a shameful manner that message is a dis
grace to the priesthood and ultimately to God. 
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T he role of priest to the Christian provides a spe
cial set of blessings. Through the priesthood, Chris
tians have direct access to Christ, belong to a com
muni ty of fellow believers, and become join heirs 
with Christ. In addition to the reaping of blessings, a 
tremendous responsibility is g iven to those in the 
priesthood. A Christian must embrace his or her duty 
and become a worthy priest. 
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Three Jerusalems 
By Hugo McCord (deceased) 

The Earthly Jerusalem 
The most famous of biblical cities ("of mighty fame 
among all mankind," Josephus, Wars 7:1, 11) has 
had four names: Salem, Jehus, Jerusalem, and Zion. 
In the days of Abram it was called "Salem" (Gen. 
14: 18), meaning "peace": 

He who first built it was a potent man among 
the Canaanites, and he is in our tongue called 
the Righteous King [Melchizedek], for such he 
really was Uosephus, Wars 6:10). 

Later the city was called "Jehus" (1 Chron. 
11 :40), named after a great grandson of Noah (Gen. 
10:16), and the inhabitants were called the 
"Jebusites" (Josh. 15 :63). Then the name "Jehus" 
(meaning "trodden down") was changed to "Jerusa
lem," which was a fusion of the name "Salem" with 
the Hebrew word meaning "foundation," and so the 
name "Jerusalem" means a "foundation of peace" 
(Josh. 15:63; 1 Chron. 11:4 ). Notice in David's 
words how peace is connected with Jerusalem: 

Pray for the peace of jerusalem. May those 
who love you prosper. May peace be inside 
your walls and security in your towers. For the 
sake of my relatives and friends, I will now say, 
"May peace be with you" (Ps. 122:6-8). 

The fourth name for Jerusalem is derived from 
one of the mountains on which the city is built, Zion, 
meaning "citadel" (1 Chron. 11:4-5; Zech. 9:9). The 
name "Zion," especially in songs, has become a syn
onym for Jerusalem: 

Rising aloft in beauty, the joy of the whole 
earth, is mount Zion in the far north, the city 
of the great King .... Go around Zion and en
circle her. Number her towers. Observe care
fully her fortresses, and walk around her pal
aces, that you may tell about them to the next 
generation (Ps. 48:2, 12-13). 

Before the Israelites invaded the promised land, 
Moses instructed them that the Lord would select a 
consecrated place for sacrifices and worship (Deut. 
12:13-14). In that dedicated place Yahweh would 
cause his name to be recorded, and he would dwell 
there (Deut. 12:5, 11). In process of time Shiloh 
(temporarily selected) was rejected in favor of "Zion 

which he loved" (Ps. 78:60, 68). It was in Jerusalem, 
after Solomon had built the temple (about 960 B.C.), 
that he heard the Lord say: 

I have hallowed this house, which you have 
built, to put My name there on and on. My 
eyes and my heart will be there on and on 
(1 Kings 9:3). 

After some 400 years sin caused the ornate 
temple and the beloved capital of Israel completely 
to be demolished. God allowed the heathen and mer
ciless Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. to burn every 
house in Jerusalem, including the temple and 
Solomon's palace, as well as to destroy the walls of 
the city (2 Kings 25 :9). Most of the city's residents 
were deported to Babylon (2 Kings 25: 11). 
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In Babylon the devout Jews were chafed in their 
souls, anguished in their hearts, because Jerusalem 
lay in ruins. The exiled Daniel "kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day, and prayed," and "his win
dows were open in his room toward Jerusalem" 
(Dan. 6:10). Fervently he offered his petitions: 

0 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous 
acts, turn away your anger and your wrath 
from Jerusalem, your city, your holy moun
tain .... Give ear, 0 God, and hear; open your 
eyes and see the desolation of the city that 
bears your name (Dan. 9:16, 18). 

Other exiles in Babylon also expressed their 
grief: 

If I forget you, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand 
be forgotten. If I do not remember Jerusalem, 
and exalt her above my greatest joy, let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth (Ps. 
137:5-6). 

The flat country around Babylon as contrasted 
with Zion's highlands my be part of the thought back 
of the famous "songs of ascent": 

I will lift up my eyes toward the mountains. 
From where does my help come? My help is 
from Yahweh, the Maker of the heavens and 
the earth (Ps. 121:1-2). 

When the 70-year penalty for sin had been paid, 
God allowed Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple, and 
allowed Nehemiah to rebuild the city walls, and life 
started again in Jerusalem Uer. 29:10; Ezra 6:14; 
Neh. 6:15). 

Once more, pilgrim Jews from all over the world 
made annual treks to the city of the great King. 
Among them was a governmental officer from Ethio
pia, likely a proselyte, who rode in his chariot hun
dreds of miles "to Jerusalem to worship" (Acts 8:27). 
Motivating him was the spirit of another song of as
cent: 

I rejoiced when they said to me, "Let us go to 
the house of Yahweh." Our feet will stand 
within your gates, 0 jerusalem! (Ps. 122:1-2). 

The pilgrim's long journey to Jerusalem dis
played his love for the Lord, because God's "ordi
nance for Israel" specified that there "the tribes go 
up, even the tribes of Yahweh," to "give thanks to the 
name of Yahweh" (Ps. 122:4). 

It is not surprising that the One "called a 
Nazarene" loved Jerusalem deeply (Matt. 2:23 ). As a 
lad he made annual trips from Nazareth with "his 
parents," who "went every year to Jerusalem at the 
feast of the passover" (Luke 2:41). Years later his 

12 ~i:rn Found~~~: 

heart was pierced in grief because his preaching to 
those who lived in Zion went unheeded: 

jerusalem, Jerusalem, ... how often I wanted 
to gather your children, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were unwill-
ing! (Luke 13:34). 

He could see their impending destruction, when 
their "house" would be "left to you desolate," and 
"not one stone would be left upon another" (Matt. 
23:38; 24:2). On Sunday before Friday's cross, Jesus 
rode a donkey down "the descent of the mount of 
Olives" toward Jerusalem (Luke 19:37). From the 
back of the donkey, 5 00 feet below, "he saw the city 
and wept over it" (Luke 19:41). He knew that the 
very name "Jerusalem" ("foundation of peace") 
would be mocked: 

If you had known, even you, on t~is day, the 
things that belong to peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes (Luke 19:42). 

Though the destruction was 40 years away when 
Jesus was weeping, he could see "Jerusalem sur
rounded by armies" and that "you and your children 
with you" will be "completely destroyed" (Luke 
19:43; 21:20). Those not falling by "the mouth of 
the sword" would "be carried captive into all na
tions" (Luke 21:24). Whereas the city's name, 
"foundation of peace," would be a taunt, and her 
former name "Jehus" ("trodden down") would be
come actual. How accurate Jesus was is seen in what 
a first-century historian wrote: 

The Romans set fire to the extreme parts of 
the city, and burnt them down, and entirely 
demolished its walls Qosephus, Wars 6:9, 4). It 
was so thoroughly laid even with the ground 
... that there was left nothing to make those 
that came thither believe it had ever been in
habited (Wars 7:1, 11). The number of those 
that were carried captive during the whole war 
was collected to be ninety-seven thousand; as 
was the number of those that perished during 
the whole siege eleven hundred thousand 
(Wars 6:9, 4). Yet hath not its great antiquity, 
nor its vast riches, nor the diffusion of its na
tion over all the habitable earth, nor the great
ness of the veneration paid it on a religious 
account, been sufficient to preserve it from 
being destroyed (Wars 6:10, 1). 

The Spiritual Jerusalem 
But before the predicted violent desolation {its sec
ond in the city's history, 586 B.C. and A.D. 70), 
something was to happen in earthly Jerusalem that in 
importance would far exceed anything in its glorious 



and inglorious past. In God's plan, the religion of the 
Jews, then centered in Jerusalem, was to be replaced 
by Christianity, a new religion which would have irs 
birth in the same city. The messianic prophet was 
prectse: 

Out of Zion will go forth the law, and the 
word of Yahweh from Jerusalem (!sa. 2:3) . 

Jesus, executing his Father's plans, announced 
that his new and worldwide religion would have irs 
"beginning from Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). 

Accordingly, on Pentecost Day (Sunday, M ay 28, 
A.D. 30), after the Lord's ascension (Thursday, May 
18), in Jerusalem was established the last great reli
gion from God that this world will ever have (Matt. 
28:18-20; Acts 2:1-47). 

So important was physical Jerusalem, in all that 
preceded Jesus' new religion, the very name "Jerusa
lem" became symbolical of that new religion, the 
New Testament church. The church is called the 
"Jerusalem that is above," "our mother," "Mount 
Zion," and " the heavenly Jerusalem" (Gal. 4:26; 
Heb. 12:22). 

So, taken over from "the Jerusalem that now is," 
the spiritual Jerusalem is "the genera l assembly and 
church of the firstborn" (Gal. 4:25; H eb. 12:22). 
Since Pentecost Day, May 28, A.D. 30, earthly 
Jerusalem has been without any sacred significance 
(John 4:21-24) . Now there is no holy topography. 
Spiritual Jerusalem is everywhere that Christians are. 
In the past, earthly Jerusalem was significant, but 
now there is spiritual Jerusalem, the church. 

The New Jerusalem 

The third Jerusalem is "the holy city, the new Jerusa
lem" (Rev. 21:2), in which is the "Father's house" 
with "many rooms" (John 14 :2, "mansions," KJV), 
where Jesus now is preparing for those who are 
"faithful until death" (John 14:2-3; Rev. 2:10). 

It is a cheapening thought that the third J erusa
lem will be the old, earthly city renewed and puri fied 
for a thousand years. When the time comes for the 
third Jerusalem, then will the earth ly city be dis
solved and disappear in fire (2 Pet. 3:10-12). 

In a deep faith that the third Jerusalem will be his 
e ternal dwelling place the patriarch Abraham lived 
and died, "waiting for the city which has founda
tions, whose architect and maker is God" (Heb. 
11 :10). 
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(We print this article because it is good for the disciples of Christ to see what is being said about jesus in 
denominational circles. It gives us a straw in the wind and may help us to understand where post-modernism is 
headed - if it has not already arrived.) 

The Charges Against Bishop Sprague 
By Benjamin S. Sharpe Jr. 

(A United Methodist Preacher) 

According to a recent (Feb. 9, 1999) Ohio 
Dispatch article, Bishop C. Joseph Sprague 
considers the charges brought against him 

" totally frivolous" and "nonsensical." The charges are 
based on statements made by the Bishop that seem to 

offer prima facie evidence that Sprague rejects ortho
dox Christian teaching regarding the Person of Jesus 
Christ. In the official print organ of the Northern Illi
nois Annual Conference Sprague declared: 

My theological position, especia lly the 
Christology I espouse and which d ri ves my 
life and ministry, is of the relational (as op
posed to the substant ial) tradition, which has 
a rich, valued place in the history of Christian 
thought. Essentially, when it comes to Jesus, I 
believe that jesus was fully human (how else 
could he be humankind's Savi or?) w ho in his 
radical and complete trust in and commitment 
to the God he called "Abba," experienced 
such at one-momentness with God that he re
vealed in and through himself the very heart, 
the essential nature of God. T hus he was fully 
God, fu lly human - not by some trans-hu-
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man altering of his genetic code, but by rela
tionship with God, Neighbor and Self. -
Bishop C. J oseph Sprague in the N. Illinois 
Reporter, May 1997. 

The Bishop has received vocal support from 
some 52 other United Methodist clergy who likewise 
characterize the presen t charges centering around 
"disseminating doctrines contrary to the established 
standards of doctrine of the Church" (112624.l.f, The 
Book of Discipline 1996) as " ridicu lous on their 
face" Uanuary 21, 1999 letter to Bp. Jonathan 
Keaton by 52 UM Clergy). 

What is striking is that neither the Bishop, nor 
his defenders offer any apologetic for hi s doctrinal 
position per se, but rather dismiss the charges as 
ideologically motivated and inconsequential in light 
of the Bishop's advocacy for the "poor and 
marginalized" and his endorsement of broad-church 
latitudinarianism. (cf. Jan. 21, 1999 letter to Keaton) 

So, t he reasoning seems to be that, because 
Bishop Sprague is a "nice guy" and has appropriate 
pastoral compassion, he is excused from his disci
plinary duty to "guard, transmit, teach, and pro
claim, corporately and individually, the apostolic 
faith as it is expressed in Scripture and tradition ... " 
(11414.3, The Book of Discipline 1996). Further, this 
type of rationalization permits Sprague to play fast 
and loose with his episcopal vow to "guard the faith, 
order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline of the Church 
against all that is contrary to God's Word" (The Book 
of Worship, p. 703) because, as his defenders put it, 
he is "a student who approaches the Scriptures with 
honesry, scholarship, and reverence" (cf. January 21, 
1999 letter to Keaton). 

All this leads to the most telling and disturbing 
aspect related to the Bishop's attitude towards the 
charges leveled against him: the assumption that doc
trine does not matter. The charges are painted as 



ridiculous precisely because they arise from a point 
of doctrine. This presupposition maintains that a 
heterodox Christology is acceptable as long as 
Sprague demonstrates compassion and a tolerance of 
a broad range of (sometimes mutually exclusive!) be
liefs and practices in the church. 

What is ignored by those who are astonished that 
anything so "trivial" as doctrine should be the basis 
of a charge leveled at Sprague is that the nature of 
the Person of Jesus Christ and His relationship to 
God the Father and God the Spirit is absolutely axi
omatic to all Christian belief and morals. What we 
believe about Jesus is the a priori of the entire Chris
tian Faith and as such, if changed, necessarily leads 
to the collapse of every other doctrinal and moral 
teaching that depends on this foundational doctrine. 

The early Church recognized this truth. Much of 
the New Testament is taken up with the apostolic 
witness regarding who Jesus is and his relationship to 
God. No serious student of the Johannine texts 
could come away from those Scriptures without rec
ognizing that John's strand of the apostolic tradition 
teaches an ontological and essential unity between 
Jesus and God. Simply stated, the apostolic witness is 
that Jesus is God. 

While Christ's true humanity is consistently ac
knowledged in the Johannine writings, the reader is 
supposed to come away from the text with Thomas' 
scandalous confession of Jesus on his/her lips, "My 
Lord and my God!" Uohn 20:28). One can reject, 
mute, or accept this claim, but one cannot deny that 
the Scriptures make this claim. 

Further, the whole Church has actively and con
sistently condemned Sprague's "Christology from 
below" as a dangerous, even damning, heresy. The 
defining statement of Faith for the entire Christian 
Church, the Nicene Creed, directly contradicts 
Sprague's teaching that Jesus is essentially God's 
adopted son. The Creed states that the Father and 
the Son are co-eternal and that they 'are of one sub
stance' (homoousion). Sprague rejects this essential 
confession outright when he declares his Christology 
to be "relational" as opposed to "substantial." 
Sprague's claim that his low Christology has a valued 
place in the history of the Church makes one wonder 
exactly what Church he is talking about. 

Six of the Seven Ecumenical Councils (the excep
tion being Nicea II) were called in direct response to 
questions of what the Church was to teach about the 
Person of Jesus of Nazareth. The Bishop's statements 
contradict the conclusions of every one of these 

Councils! Further, Bishop Sprague's teaching directly 
contradicts Article Two of the Twenty-Five Articles 
of Religion of the very United Methodist Church he 
is supposed to serve. 

Thus the Church has demonstrably seen 
Christo logy as anything but "frivolous." Indeed, it 
would be difficult to imagine a more serious charge 
than being accused of teaching a false representation 
of Jesus Christ. And yet the Bishop regards these 
charges as nonsense! 

To be generous, I believe that Sprague and his 
supporters are learned individuals and could most 
likely recite the Church's orthodox Christology. 
Thus doctrinal ignorance is not the basis for their 
view that the charges are frivolous. Furthermore, I 
don't think that they dismiss the charges because of 
some sort of hubris that places the Bishop above ac
countability. 

Rather, I think that they are so shaped and in
formed by the Zeitgeist that they cannot help but re
act like the good post-modernists that they are. They 
come close to articulating what is widely believed in 
United Methodism today, but is rarely baldly stated: 
"Truth is relative and so doctrine doesn't really mat
ter as long as you are sincere and tolerant." 

The best possible outcome would be for the 
Bishop to recant his designer Christology and reaf
firm the historic confession of the Christian Faith. 
Failing this, the Bishop should be vigorously pros
ecuted and made to face the doctrinal discipline of 
the United Methodist Church. The survival of 
United Methodism as a Christian community de
pends on the Church realizing classical Christology 
is foundational rather than frivolous. 
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The Measure of Greatness 
By Richerd S. Leeper 

W hen the evaluation of greatness, as ap
plied to humans, is measured by men or 
God, the standards are diametrically op

posed to each other. The world measures greatness 
by outstanding achievement that exceeds lesser 
achievement. People are considered great if their 
physical or mental capacity is much superior to oth
ers. Great people are honored, respected, emulated 
or become the focus of envy. Great people are ad
mired for their power or their wealth. The world has 
established a protocol for the treatment of the great 
and the treatment of the slag of society. Unfortu
nately, that standard of treatment rubs off on Chris
tians because we are confronted by it every minute of 
every day. Without meaning to be judges we look at 
the trappings of greatness and see what the world 
sees. We enjoy finery and what some may call beauti
ful people. We can understand why the people James 
describes did what they did regarding fine clothing 
and shabby clothing. We know that James said what 
they did was wrong, but we have been brainwashed 
by the world to accept that behavior as reasonable 
Uames 2:1-7). 

The world cannot receive the teaching of the 
Christ regarding greatness because it has no experi-

BROWN TRAIL. 
SCHooL OP PREA(]UN(i 

-Faculty-
Ed Allen 
Gerald Ball 
Charles Billingsley 
Maxie B. Boren 
Bill Burk 
Owen Cosgrove 

Perry Cotham 
Robert Dodson 
Kenton Harvey 

Ken Hope 
Randall Morris 

Hardeman Nichols 
• Study in our two-year program 

• Tuition Free • 55 Courses • Qualified Faculty 

Robert Stapleton • Director 
Eddie Parrish • Administrator 

P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 • Fax (817) 282-5803 

The Brown Trail School of Preaching does not discriminate 
on the basis o race color. nationa/i or ethnic ori in. 

16 July 2004 
llinn Foundation 

ence in its use. We find it very difficult to empty our 
self of the world's standards of greatness and allow 
the nature of Christ to dominate our behavior. I 
would encourage all of the children of God to turn 
the world's standards of greatness upside down and 
look through the eyes of God until we can see great
ness the way he sees it. In his teaching, Jesus drew 
from a variety of experiences to set us on the correct 
path, but it is very difficult to walk in his footsteps 
because they are leading against the tide of the stam
pede of worldly people. The apostles of Jesus at 
times were consumed with the desire to be great and 
they discussed it among themselves (Matt. 18:1-4; 
23:11-12; Mark 9:34-35; Luke 22:26-27). In answer 
to their dilemma Jesus introduced them to humility, 
service to all, and the consideration of being the 
least. Paul follows with the advice that we should 
count others as better than ourselves. "Do nothing 
from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count 
others better than yourselves" (Phil. 2:3). If we con
sidered everyone as better than our self, we would 
then find out what humble service is all about. 

Mixing the world's standards of greatness and 
God's standard of greatness caused Peter not to un
derstand the behavior of Jesus. Peter could not un
derstand why Jesus would want to wash the feet of 
the apostles and call himself a servant. Mter all that 
was servant's duty, not the Lord's duty, so he balked 
when Jesus girded him self with a towel and began to 
wash their feet Uohn 13:3-17). This story has more 
value to us if we go back in time to discover the per
sonal hygiene offered to weary and dusty travelers 
over thousands of years before Jesus. Abraham of
fered three travelers water to wash their feet, a place 
to rest, and plenty to eat (Gen. 18:2-5). Lot did the 
same thing for two angles sent to Sodom (Gen. 19:1-
2). When Abraham sent a trusted servant back to 
Nahor to seek a wife for Isaac, the family to which 
he came offered water to wash his feet plus the feet 
of all the men with him (Gen. 25:40-41). These sto
ries speak to the hospitality of service offered to 
strangers, but they do not speak exclusively to the 
custom of offering a servant to wash the traveler's 
dusty feet. By the time of David we see the custom 



develop of having a servant provide that service (1 
Sam. 25:40-41). When the servants of David came to 
Carmel to take Abigail to be David's wife she ex
plained to them that she was only a "servant to wash 
the feet of the servants of my Lord." The Lord she 
was referring to was David. 

We move forward in time to the latter part of the 
life of Jesus. Remember, the apostles were with Jesus 
from his baptism through his return to heaven, and 
they saw the many events described in the four Gos
pels. They believed that Jesus was their Lord and 
Master and as far above them as John the baptizer 
had exclaimed; "I am not worthy to untie his san
dals." A memorable event took place in a Pharisees 
house where Jesus had gone for a meal. A woman, 
who was a sinner, entered the house and standing be
hind Jesus began to weep profusely. Her tears began 
to wet the feet of Jesus. Possibly this was embarrass
ing to her and she had no towel so she dried his feet 
with her hair. Whatever her motive appears to be, 
jesus recognized it as love that had no pride and hu
mility, that had no expectation. Jesus explains to all 
there the difference between true greatness and per
ceived greatness. 

Then turning toward the woman he said to 
Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house, you gave me no water for my 
feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. You gave me 
no kiss, but from the time I came in she has 
not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint 
my head with oil, but she has anointed my 
feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she 
loved much; but he who is forgiven little, 
loves little." And he said to her, "Your sins are 
forgiven" (Luke 7:44-48 RSV). 

The story in John 13 of Jesus washing the 
apostles' feet was not to establish a ritual or ceremo
nial of foot washing but was, as he said, a lesson; the 
greatest among you must become the servant of all. 
If the Lord and Master becomes the lowliest servant, 
we see the world's idea of greatness turned upside 
down. The understanding we acquire from this is 
that we must experience love without pride and hu
mility without expectation of reward. Truly count 
others as better than yourself. This true greatness 
will not be recognized by the world, but it will bring 
joy to heaven when they see the nature of Christ in 
his family of believers. 5679 Windsong Dr. 
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A Road to Leaving 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

From a news release one can conclude that Amy 
Grant has fallen and no longer is active in the 
church. She was brought up to be at worship 

several times in the week. Her grandfather was the 
lamented late A.M. Burton. She says, "Even on vaca
tion, we would find a church and go. I can't remem
ber any sermons when I was a kid. I memorized a few 
Bible verses. But the hymns were always there." 
She became a star in "Christian music" and has 
had a 25 -year career with 22 million albums. One be
comes what one hears and thinks. As a teenager she 
became addicted to the Jesus rock movement and 
later crossed over to pop music. She wrote a number 
of songs popularly received. She is now releasing a 
new album of old hymns which includes such as 
"This Is My Father's World." It is assumed it will not 
be a capella, and she is assisted by her second hus
band, Vince Gill. 

It seems apparent her road to departure from the 
church and the Bible was through the avenue of 
"Christian music." To be embroiled in this type of 
music may cause dissatisfaction with singing of 
"psalms, hymns and spiritual songs" in the worship 
of the church. It may be a way of becoming a "fallen 
angel." Let us be reminded historically that mechani
cal instrumental music was never a part of Christian
ity for several hundreds of years after the Lord's 
church was founded. 
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Wisdom From the Distant Past 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

For it is evident that our Lord hath sprung 
out of Judah; as to which tribe Moses 

spake nothing concerning priests (Heb. 7:14). 

In his monumental Exposition of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, the Puritan scholar, john Owen (1616-
1683 ), made the following observations on the pas
sage cited above: 

And this silence in this matter, the apostle takes 
to be a sufficient argument to prove that the le
gal priesthood did not belong, nor could be 
transferred unto the tribe of Judah. And the 
grounds hereof are resolved into this general 
maxim, that whatever is not revealed and ap
pointed in the worship of God, by God himself, 
is to be considered as nothing, yea as that 
which is to be rejected. And such he conceives 
to be the evidence of this maxim, that he chose 
rather to argue from the silence of Moses in 
general, than from the particular prohibition, 
that none who was not of the posterity of Levi, 
should approach unto the priestly office. So 
God himself condemneth some instances of 
false worship, on this ground, that he never 
appointed them ... wherefore Divine revela
tion gives bounds, positively and negatively, 
unto the worship of God. 

Andrew Fuller (1754-1815), an English Baptist 
scholar, wrote: 

Of the tribe of Judah, Moses 'saith nothing' 
concerning priesthood. Hence Paul inferred 
there was nothing (Heb. 7:13-14). Of priest, 
altars, sacred garments, incense, and instru
mental music in Christian worship, the New 
Testament 'saith nothing.' Is it improper, 
then, to infer that no such things were known 
(in Christian worship) in the times of the first 
Christians? (Complete Works of Andrew 
Fuller, 1845). 

On this same verse, William Gouge (1575-1653) 
observed: 

God used Moses to reveal and make known 
to his people in that time whatsoever he 
would have them to know, so as that which 
Moses did not speak and make known to 
them, was not taken to be the mind or will of 
God. The force of the argument resteth on 
this, that by Moses speaking nothing about 
the priesthood to be of the tribe of Judah, it 
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appear that it was not the Lord's mind that 
any of the tribe of Judah should be of the 
priesthood. 

I may use this apostolical argument against 
that mass of popish inventions wherein and 
whereby they worship God, and I may say, 
nor Moses, nor any other pen men of Scrip
ture, spake anything concerning such a kind 
of worshiping God. Therefore no good Chris
tian is to join with them therein. What proph
ets or apostle ever spake anything of worship
ing God before images ... or other human in
ventions. These and thousands more, which 
they pretend to be matters of great devotion, 
and parts of God's worship, are nowhere spo
ken of in God's word, therefore, no more ac
ceptable to God than Uzziah's offering in
cense (2 Chron. 26: 19). 

A man can have no comfort in anything concern
ing God's worship, of which God's word speaketh 
nothing" (Commentary on the Whole Epistle to the 
Hebrews, 1866). 

When you hear some change agent pompously 
declaring that there is no such thing as a "law of si
lence" remember that scholars have known and recog
nized this sacred principle for centuries. Promoters of 
change are determined to do away with God's law of 
silence because it stands as a mighty obstacle blocking 
the road down which they wish to lead the church. To 
introduce instrumental music into their churches they 
must be rid of this troublesome obstacle. 

*These authors are cited in james D. Bales, In
strumental Music & New Testament Worship. 
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Dodrine Determines Destiny 
By Walter Swain 

Aquarterback on a National Football League 
team walked into the office of the coach, 
and announced that he no longer wanted to 

play first-string, but wanted to he demoted "because 
I don't feel like playing," he said. 

Within a week, he had been traded to another 
team. 

The church sees this same attitude in the life of 
many members. Feelings and emotions have replaced 
obedience to the Word of God, as obedience is 
played down and ridiculed as legalism. 

Many do not evangelize, worship regularly, or do 
much work in the church, "because I don't feel like 
it," they say. 

Because of this, doctrine has been de-empha
sized, and attempts have been made to make the 
church more attractive to the "unchurched," by 
changing the worship and placing an emphasis on 
feelings and emotions, and dismissing a doctrinal 
emphasis. 

A newspaper writer commenting on the action of 
the above-mentioned quarterback, suggested that if 
his attitude had prevailed during World War II, we 
would all be speaking German and worshiping 
Adolph Hitler. Thank God there were men who 
placed honor and duty before what they "felt like 
doing." Through history, great things have been ac
complished by those who did things they did not 
necessarily want to do. But, compelled by love and 
devotion to duty, they did them. 

We would do well to emulate those heroes of the 
past in our relationship to God and Christ. 

God has given us doctrine to follow. The church 
began with the preaching of doctrine (Acts 2). It con
tinued with the preaching of the doctrine of the 
apostles (Acts 2:42). Paul later warned that there 
would be those who would depart from the doctrine 
of Christ to follow, "seducing spirits and doctrines of 
demons" (1 Tim. 4: 1). John later wrote that these 
false teachers were already at work in the church of 
the first century (1 John 2: 18). Peter also warned of 
false prophets (2 Pet. 2: 1). And, Jude admonished 
Christians to "contend for the faith once and for all 
delivered unto the saints" Gude 3). 

The New Testament closes with a warning not to 
add to or take from the inspired writings (Rev. 
22:18-19). 

These verses show doctrine is important. Our 
faith is not to be based on feelings but on the sure 
and unchanging word of God. 

The destiny of the church is determined by doc
trine, and our response to doctrine. We are judged by 
the word of God and not by our emotions. 

The church must return to the emphasis of obe
dience to doctrine. This is not legalism, but obedi
ence that comes from a desire to show our love for 
God through our obedience and works Games 2:18). 

Such obedience is necessary to get us to heaven 
(Heb. 5 :8-9). 

When we are motivated by the love of God to 
do God's will, then we rejoice. When restoration of 
spiritual verities is vigorously pursued "our mouths 
are filled with laughter and our tongue with sing-
ing." 
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(Sometime ago this article on Strength and Wisdom was printed in the Firm Foundation. It has been the 
topic of discussion in some lectureships and has been misunderstood and therefo~e misrepresented. We thought 
it good to reprint the article because it fits this series, and to keep the record stratght.) 

To Change or Not to Change 
Strength and Wisdom 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A t the same time that we are earnest to ex
plore and learn all things, we require 

that all things be mysterious and unexplorable 
(Henry David Thoreau). 

Mysticism is defined as "belief in intuitive spiri
tual revelation: the belief that personal communica
tion or union with the divine is achieved through in
tuition, faith, ecstasy, or sudden insight rather than 
through rational thought." 

The Bible teaches truth is revealed (2 Tim. 3: 16-
17), understandable (Eph. 5: 17), and knowable U ohn 
8 :32), which is just the opposite of what mystics think. 

We should want to know and understand the 
word of God and have strength to obey that word. 
Mystics say that the mere outward presentation of 
revealed truth does not suffice, and there is a need 
for an inward supernatural teaching of the Spirit, or 
spiritual illumination, allowing one to know the ex
cellence of what is objectively revealed in the Bible. 
They also think the outward things of the revealed 
word can be gleaned through ordinary study, but the 
deep mysteries of revelation can only be acquired by 
direct action of the Holy Spirit. 
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This produces elitism with its special treatment 
and perceived superiority. To prove their proposition 
some Mystics say that James commands us to pray 
for wisdom and Paul prayed that the Ephesians 
would be "strengthened with power by his spirit in 
the inward man." The view is fortified by questions 
like, May a Christian learn as much from studying 
the Bible without prayer as he can by studying the 
Bible with prayer? Does prayer have nothing to do 
with the Christian's level of understanding the Bible? 
Is it wrong for a Christian to pray for a better under
standing of the scriptures? 

If a special insight, not given to the ordinary stu
dent of the Bible, comes only by a direct transfusion 
of wisdom, then this more perfect understanding 
cannot be taught. Like power over some malignant 
spirits, this kind comes only "by fasting and prayer." 
If that is true, it is a waste of breath and ink to talk 
about it or attempt to communicate it. The advocate 
of this view should recommend study and prayer and 
then hush. 

Instead of silence, however, we hear a mighty 
gushing of many words in a vain attempt to transmit 
the "mysterious and unexplorable." We cannot 
fathom the unfathomable. Paul said, "Behold I tell 
you a mystery," but here is a mystery that cannot be 
told. If it could be put in words, then the words of 
the Bible would be enough to make us perfect (See 2 
Tim. 3:16-17). If it cannot be put in words, then the 
proponents of the view should favor the rest of us by 
granting the quiet of. profound silence. If they are 
right, this is the only intelligent course and the cor
rect technique. If they keep talking about what no 
one can understand from words, then they contra
dict themselves. Their acts belie their claim. 

Let us examine the two passages that are often 
cited by the advocates of direct transmission of wis
dom and strength. 



Wisdom 
"But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of 
God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him" Oames 1 :5). 

The question is not, Do we get wisdom as a re
sult of prayer? The inspired James says we do. The 
question is how does the wisdom we pray for come 
to us? Does wisdom come by prayer and prayer 
alone? 

Jesus taught us to pray for our daily bread (Matt. 
6:11). Does daily bread come by prayer alone? Is 
daily bread given to those who do not pray? We re
peat the questions asked before with reference to 
wisdom and apply them to daily bread. May a person 
have as much daily bread by working without prayer 
as he can by working with prayer? Does prayer have 
nothing to do with a Christian receiving daily bread? 
Is it wrong for a Christian to pray for daily bread? 

We pray for bread, and then earn it by the sweat 
of our face. If a person prays for daily bread but re
fuses to work, should he eat? Paul wrote, "If a man 
won't work, neither let him eat" (2 Thess. 3:10). He 
also said, "For we hear of some that walk among you 
disorderly, that work not at all, but are busybodies. 
Now them that are such we command and exhort in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, 
and eat their own bread" (2 Thess. 3: 11-12). 

Paul neither denies the validity of prayer nor 
contradicts the teaching of Jesus. It is undeniably 
true that atheists who do not pray (some of them 
curse God to his face) still have bread on their tables. 
Whence cometh the bread on an atheist's table? 

Is prayer for bread without value and power? Of 
course not! Still, it is true that the prayer-less have as 
much bread as the prayerful. Your Father who is in 
heaven "maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust." 
The one who prays receives bread, and the one who 
prays not also receives bread, just as they both re
ceive rain and sunshine. 

Prayer without work brings starvation. Prayer 
with work brings bread. Work without prayer also 
brings bread. The difference is not in having or not 
having bread, but in recognizing and honoring or de
nying and dishonoring the blessed giver of that 
bread. 

Now, let's apply this lesson to wisdom. Prayer 
for wisdom, without study, brings nothing. Prayer 
with study brings wisdom. Study without prayer also 
brings wisdom. The difference is not in having or not 
having wisdom, but in recognizing and honoring or 

denying and dishonoring the blessed giver of wis
dom. 

Wisdom is offered to everyone. She cries "aloud 
in the street" and utters her voice "in the broad 
places" (Prov. 1:20). Wisdom comes in words (Prov. 
1:23, 30). Wisdom is the result of listening to coun
sel and hearing reproof (Prov. 1 :25). It is possible to 
hearken to wisdom (Prov. 1:33). We can receive the 
words of wisdom and lay up wisdom's command
ments; incline our ear to wisdom and apply our heart 
to understanding (Prov. 2:1-2). The wisdom Jehovah 
gives comes out of his mouth in knowledge and un
derstanding (Prov. 2:6). 

It is true that some wisdom is peaceable and 
good and some wisdom is worldly and bad. The 
good kind comes from God. It is expressed in his 
written word and can be learned as a result of study. 
It follows that any open-minded person who applies 
himself to an examination of divine revelation and 
reflects on its message will receive its store of wis
dom. The person who does this with prayer honors 
the God who authors the wisdom. The person who 
does this without prayer gets the wisdom but does 
not honor its giver. 
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Strength 
Paul prayed for the saints in Ephesus that God "would 
grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that ye 
maybe strengthened with power through his Spirit in 
the inward man" (Eph. 3 :16). This tells us that 
strength comes to the faithful child of God, bur does 
not say how it comes. The context will reveal what 
brings the strength. The Ephesians had "heard of the 
di spensation of that grace of God which was given me 
to you-ward" {Eph. 3 :2). They knew "how that by 
revelation was made known unto me [Paul] the mys
tery, as I wrote before in few words" (Eph. 3:3 ). By 
reading they would understand (Eph. 3:4 ). The mani
fold wisdom of God is made known through the 
church {Eph. 3: 1 0). Because of this we have boldness 
and access {Eph. 3 : 12). Paul prayed they would be 
"strengthened with power through his Spirit in the 
inward man" and "that Christ may dwell in your heart 
through faith" (Eph. 3 :16-17). Faith comes by hearing 
the word of God (Rom. 10: 17). Paul expected the 
Ephesian saints to "be strong in the Lord, and in the 
strength of his might" {Eph. 6:10-11). This was to be 
accomplished by putting "on the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil" (Eph. 6:11). 

The apostle emphasized the importance of the 
scriptures. He understood that by hearing, receiving 
words, knowing, understand ing, and applying the 
reaching he gave they would receive strength in the 
inner se lf. 

God's divine power grants to us "all things that 
pertain unto li fe and godliness, through the knowl
edge of him that called us by his own glory and vir
tue" (2 Pet. 1:3 ). It is through Bible knowledge that 
we gain all things that belong to life and godliness. 

Being strong in the Lord "and in the strength of 
his might" involves putting "on the whole armor of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil" {Eph. 6:10-11). This is something we do 
and nor something that is clone to us. 

Strength and wisdom come through eyes and 
ears. David pronounced a blessing on the person 
who delights in God's law, and meditates on that law 
day and night (Ps. 1 :2}. 

Quandary 

If it is true that the Holy Spirit living in the sa int en
lightens and empowers directly, then the person so 
blessed will have infallible understanding and perfect 
wisdom and will be sinless. If this is not true, then 
the Holy Spirit misfired. If it is true, then we have a 
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person whose wisdom is unassailable and whose per
formance is flawless. His perception of divine truth 
is unbeatable, and his ability to obey is unfailing. 

Still, John says, "If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us" (1 John 1:10). This is a serious problem. If wis
dom and strength come by direct infusion from the 
Holy Spirit, it must be perfect, for the Holy Spirit is 
God and can do nothing that is less than very good. 
It would be impossible for one fortified and in
structed by God-the-Holy-Spirit to be wanting in 
wisdom and lacking in strength. With all the power 
of the Spirit at his command, the child of God must 
still confess sin, or be counted a liar- who is with
out the word of God. 

Solution 
The answer is to acknowledge that the Spirit, in im
parting wisdom and strength, works only through 
the medium of his sword, which is the word of God 
{Eph. 6:17). Humans by their natural powers have 
the ability to obey that word or to thrust it from 
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them. Mortals can, like the Grecian Jews in 
Stephen's audience, "resist the Holy Spirit" by re
sisting words ... the wisdom with which he spoke 
(Acts 7:51). 

If we are taught and empowered by the electrify
ing, sensational, awesome power of the Holy Spirit 
working directly upon our human spirit, then we 
cannot fail. But we do fail (1 John 1:10). That leaves 
the conclusion that the Holy Spirit does not work 
immediately on the naked soul of man, but operates 
through medium. 

Wisdom and strength come not directly, but indi
rectly, not immediately, but mediately. God does not 
overwhelm and compel us. He reasons with us and 
calls upon us to use our natural strength to obey and 
follow him (See 1 Cor. 10:13). 

The Bible is not an encrypted message that must 
be existentially extracted. It is plain and can be un
derstood. It is not, as some say, a word that allows 
the alien to read and understand what he must do to 
be saved, but that is cloudy to the child of God and 
must be decoded for his full understanding. What 
Moses said of the Sinai revelation is also true of the 
New Covenant. 

For this commandment which I command 
thee this day, it is not too hard for thee, nei
ther is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to 
heaven, and bring it unto us, and make us to 
hear it, that we may do it? Neither is it be
yond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who 
shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto 
us, and make us to hear it, that we may do it? 
But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do 
it (Deut. 30:11-14). 

Liberals prefer listening to an imagined still, 
small voice rather than to study and learn from 
revelation. They set aside the word of God in favor 
of an internal longing that they groundlessly inter
pret to be the work of the Holy Spirit. The liberal 
bent is to downgrade the importance and power of 
the revealed word. We must avoid this tragic mis
take. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also prof
itable for teaching, for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction which is in righteousness. 
That the man of God may be complete, fur
nished completely unto every good work (2 
Tim. 3:16-17). 

Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; see
ing that his divine power hath granted unto us 

all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that called us 
by his own glory and virtue (2 Pet. 1:2-3). 

For this cause I also, having heard of the 
faith in the Lord jesus which is among you, 
and the love which ye show toward all the 
saints, cease not to give thanks for you, mak
ing mention of you in my prayers; that the 
God of our Lord jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him; hav
ing the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the saints, and what the exceeding great
ness of his power to us-ward who believe, ac
cording to that working of the strength of his 
might (Eph. 1:15-19). 

The word of God is adequate and sufficient of it
self, without any added luster, to make the child of 
God complete. Peter taught that through the knowl
edge of Christ we have all things that pertain to life 
and godliness. Paul wrote words to the Ephesians so 
they, in reading and studying the words, would have 
enlightened eyes and hearts that understand, and 
know the exceeding greatness of the power of God. 

A Biblical Basis 
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The Impossible Dream 
By Tom Ballard 

M ost Christians long for the church to grow 
. . . this is their dream. During the 18 OOs 
people were receptive to truth but then 

came the civil war. Suddenly everyone was distracted, 
and preachers often could not find an audience. In the 
1950s the church grew by leaps and bounds, but then 
came the cultural revolution of the 1960s. Suddenly 
people are no longer interested in truth. 

We've tried numerous remedies. The quickest fix 
usually is to blame the preacher. After all, he's not 
really a member of the congregation and is expend
able. 

Other congregations have taken to diluting 
church doctrine in an effort to boost numbers. "Let's 
do whatever the community wants. That will bring 
them in!" 

Congregations of the Lord's people have pro
pounded these, and other, solutions, to no avail. The 
congregations that have prostituted themselves by 

Hugo McCord's Translation 

New Testament 
and Genesis, Psalms, Proverbs 

Dr. Hugo McCord has been a serious student of the 
Bible from the time he was a young man. By diligent 
study, thorough academic preparation, self-discipline, 
and heart cultivation he has become one of the leading 
and ripest scholars in the nation. His influence as an au
thor, lecturer, preacher, and professor has left his impact 
on the brotherhood. 

The apex of his scholarly contributions is his transla
tion of the New Testament. Because of his superior lin
guistic ability and commitment to the truth, he has pre
pared a translation that can be accepted with confidence 
by all. Dr. McCord has sought diligently to give an accu
rate translation of the inspired Word of God in an easily 
understood modem day English. 

E. Claude Gardner 

A 38-page appendix discusses translations, the 
words church, baptism, repent, the phrase Only 
Begotten, God's personal name, and more. 

Burgandy • leather look • hardback • 730 pages 

$29.95 • plus $3.50 s&h 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 • (888) 367-6216 

24 july 2004 
Firm Foundation 

changing doctrine are not doing appreciably better 
than before, and changing preachers every few years is 
absolutely counterproductive. So what is the answer? 

Dr. Donald McGavrin of the American Institute 
of Church Growth surveyed thousands of people 
who attended 10,000 churches. The pollsters asked a 
simple question, "What brought you to be a member 
of this church?" 

Of the respondents, six percent attended because 
of the close proximity of the church building to their 
homes. 

Three percent were there because of special pro
grams such as "Mother's Day Out," etc. 

Three to four percent were there because of spe
cial needs such as failing health. 

Five percent were there because they liked the 
preacher. 

One to two percent were there because of door
to-door work. 

Three to four percent were there because of the 
Sunday School program. 

Gospel meetings accounted for an alarmingly 
low 1/ 1000 of 1 percent. 

The last statistic in this poll is interesting. More 
than 80 percent of the people polled were members 
of that particular religious organization because of 
the influence of family and friends. 

What these statistics point out is that church 
growth is a result of involved people. A congregation 
can only grow if its membership is dedicated to 
growth. If, in a congregation, for example, two or 
three percent of the people do 90 percent of the 
work, that church is in trouble. 

I have some friends at the Forrest Park Church of 
Christ in Valdosta, Ga., whose congregation has 
grown significantly over the past three years. I called 
the preacher, wanting to know what programs they 
enacted that precipitated their growth. The preacher, 
without hesitation, credited the elders saying that no 
congregation can grow unless the elders personally 
take charge of growth. 

Then I called one of the elders. He is too humble 
to take credit, so he said it was the preacher. 

Both the preacher and elder, however, credited 



the congregation. In any given program of work 
(and, they have many), they enjoy in excess of 50 
percent participation. 

This congregation has made no compromises. 
They refuse to dilute the word of God. The elders 
take their job as spiritual overseers very seriously, 
and the preacher is preaching the word. 

Their growth is not the result of any single pro
gram or person. It is the result of a cooperative effort 
from everybody involved. The elders are doing what 
they are supposed to do - leading. The preacher is 
preaching. The deacons are deaconing. You get the 
point. 

Church growth demands teamwork, and when 
people pull together, we're discovering the particular 
program is incidental. It's the cooperation and fel
lowship that is part of the attraction. 

So the next time we are sitting around whining 
about diminishing numbers, I suggest we pull out our 
pocket calendars and see how many hours we de
voted to church work in the past week ... or the past 
month ... or even the past year. 

And if, as I suspect, the hours are nominal, the 
problem becomes obvious. We don't need to look at 
the pulpit or the building or even global warming as 
culprit. The closest mirror will do. P.O. Box 
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Gay Marriages 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Elated and in some cases incredulous at 
making history, gays and lesbians by 
the dozens exchanged vows and were 

pronounced 'partners for life' Monday as 
Massachusetts became the first state to let 
same-sex couples marry (The Dallas Morning 
News, May 18, 2004, p. 1). 

The above is the latest example of how our 
nation's morality continues at an unprecedented, 
downhill rate. Massachusetts' lawmakers lead the 
way for a legalized status of gay marriages. But what 
some might consider permissible because of man
made laws continues to be illegal in the sight of God. 

Gay marriages are wrong according to the Bible 
for at least two reasons. First, the practice of homo
sexuality is sinful (Rom. 1 :26-27). This sexual per
version remains an abomination before God. The 
scriptures say, "Do not practice homosexuality; it is a 
detestable sin" (Lev. 18 :22; 20:13, NLT). 

Second, gay marriages are wrong because God's 
design for the marriage relationship is between man 
and woman (Matt. 19:5 -6). God never intended men 
to marry ·men or women to marry women. Any de
viation from this divine intent is a devaluing of mat
rimony. 

Some politicians are opposed to gay marriages 
while in support of what are called "civil unions." 
But in my opinion there is about as much difference 
between the two as Tweedledum and Tweedledee. 

One need beware of our nation's leaders who 
pay lip service to God's will by standing opposed to 
gay marriages while still permitting their so-called 
"civil unions" to have legal status. This is nothing 
more than an attempt to place a badge of respectabil
ity on the sin of homosexuality. May faithful Chris
tians everywhere continue to have the courage to up
hold God's standard of morality. 
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Presbyterians Reverse Ruling 
on Same-Sex Marriage 

NewsMax, May 3, 2004 

CINCINNATI - A church court ruled that a 
Presbyterian minister did not violate church 
law by marrying same-sex couples, revers

ing a ruling by a lower court. 
The permanent judicial commission of the Presby

terian Church (USA) synod that oversees churches in 
Ohio and Michigan ruled 6-4 that the denomination's 
constitution does not prohibit ministers from marry
ing same-sex couples. 

The ruling, released Monday, reverses the lower 
church court's conviction of the Rev. Stephen Van 
Kuiken for marrying same-sex couples. 

The constitution of the 2.5 -million-member de
nomination defines marriage as a covenant between 
a man and a woman. The church's highest court 
ruled in 2000 that ministers may bless same-sex 
unions, but may not marry those couples. 

That interpretation makes same-sex marriages 
impermissible, but "it avoids an outright prohibition 
by using the words 'should' and 'should not' in guid
ance for church bodies and ministers," the judicial 
commission ruled. 

The commission said that the 2000 ruling failed 
to define the performance of a same-sex marriage by 
a minister as an offense subject to disciplinary trial. 

The commission ordered that the lower court's 
decision be reversed and a rebuke of Van Kuiken dis
missed. 

The four dissenting commissioners called the de
cision "an improper and unjustified attempt to re
write the clear and unambiguous meaning" of the 
section of the church's Book of Order that pertains to 
same-sex marriages. They said rewriting the section 
could be accomplished only by legislative amend
ment to the constitution. 

Van Kuiken, a married heterosexual, was pastor 
of the Mount Auburn Presbyterian Church in Cincin
nati when he was removed as pastor. He was the first 
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Presbyterian minister to be tried on accusations of 
marrying homosexuals. 

"I am very grateful for the courage the commis
sion has shown in reaching this landmark decision," 
Van Kuiken said Monday. "A new era has dawned in 
the Presbyterian Church." 

Van Kuiken said he had nonetheless decided to 
resign from the Presbyterian Church (USA) and be
come pastor of a non-denominational congregation 
called The Gathering, made up of former members 
of Mount Auburn Presbyterian Church who left the 
church after his ouster. 

"I choose to stand by The Gathering, as they 
have stood by me," he said. F, 
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Potpourri ••• 

Potpourri can be a fragrant collection of dried 
flowers, or it can be a miscellaneous mixture 
of things. We use the word to describe this 

column in the latter sense. 
Strange things are happening. It may help to 

know where to put emphasis on some our teaching 
by being aware of these unexpected items. 

So, here goes: 

No Prayer 
t~lThe same atheist, Michael Newdow, who got 

the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to strike down 
the pledge of allegiance in government schools, was 
unsuccessful in asking the same court to condemn 
prayer at a presidential inauguration. He claimed the 
prayer offered at the inauguration of President Bush 
was an unconstitutional endorsement of religion. 
The Supreme Court reversed the lower court on a 
techinicality (wish they had reversed it on merit and 
fact). Anyway, hooray. (NewMax magazine, April 
2004). 

Heavenly rhoughts 
@According to Jim Hirsen (News Max), actor 

Jim Carrey has discovered something that a lot of 
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versions of the Bible . Thirteen chapters and 7 
appendices covering every aspect of the dangers 
in many new versions of the Bible. Study 
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folks in La-La Land and society at large have yet to 
find out: There's a difference between pleasure and 
happiness. 

Carrey told Playboy magazine he has given up al
most all pleasurable pursuits and is living like a 
monk. 

"I don't eat wheat. I don't eat dairy. I don't 
smoke cigarettes. I don't smoke pot. All these I've 
enjoyed. I live very sparingly," the actor explains. 
Carry goes on to say, "Heaven is the other side of 
that feeling you get when you're sitting on the couch 
and get up and make a triple-decker sandwich. It's 
on the other side of that, when you don't make the 
sandwich. It's about sacrifice." 

The Left Coast reports that when Hugh Hefner 
read Carrey's interview he decided to give up one of 
his seven girlfriends. 

Politicians on the High Road 
t9l In Louisville, Ky., local Republican Party activ

ists John Lowler and Peter Hayes feuded recently over 
their status at the upcoming state convention, with 
Lowler alleging that Hayes punched him. Lowler had 
first accused Hayes of smearing him by suggesting that 
he had recently had gay sex. (Lowler acknowledges 
that he used to be gay but says he is now straight.) 
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Hayes said it was Lowler who smeared first by deni
grating Hayes' religion, the Unification Church 
{headed by Rev. Sun Myung Moon). Hayes told the 
Louisville Courier-Journal in April that Lowler had 
taunted him by saying, "Moonie, Moonie, Moonie, 
Moonie, Moonie." However, Lowler said he could 
recall saying only, "Moonie, Moonie, Moonie" (The 
Courier-Journal, Apr. 16, 2004). 

lust to lust 
OThe London Evening Standard reported in 

March that soaring funeral prices in Germany have 
created markets for cost-saving services, including a 
thriving business in sending loved ones' bodies to Po
land, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic for disposal 
(a phenomenon known in the trade as "corpse tour
ism") (Reuters, Feb. 24, 2004; Miami Herald-Knight 
Ridder, Mar. 26, 2004 ). 

Crucifixion 
GA 23-year-old man in Hartland, Ma., was hos

pitalized in March after apparently attempting to 
commit suicide by crucifying himself. According to 
an account in the Portland Press Herald, he built a 
wooden cross, placed it on the floor, and nailed one 
hand to it. According to the officer, "When he real-
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ized that he was unable to nail his other hand to the 
board, he called 911," although the officer said he 
wasn't sure if the call was for an ambulance or for 
someone to come help him nail the other hand. 
(Portland Press-Herald, Mar. 16, 2004). 

Snakes 
ODwayne Long, 45, a Pentecostal preacher in 

Rose Hill, Va., died the day after being bitten on the 
finger by a rattlesnake during a serpent-handling ser
mon on April 11. He had refused treatment because, 
as a parishioner said later, "It's the Lord's will" 
(Times-Dispatch, Richmond, Apr. 15, 2004). 

(Editor's comment: When Paul was bitten by a 
deadly viper he shook it off into a fire and suffered no 
ill (Acts 28:3-5 ). When Dwayne Long was bitten by a 
rattlesnake he died. The difference is that Paul was an 
apostle living in the day when miracles confirmed 
revelation, and Long was not an apostle and was liv
ing long after miracles of confirmation had ceased [1 
Cor. 13:8-10].) 

Show and rell 
OA bill was introduced in the Louisiana legisla

ture to make it illegal for anyone to wear pants that 
ride below the waistline. (WAVY-TV [Portsmouth, 
Va.]-AP, Apr. 7, 2004; CNN-Reuters, Apr. 22, 2004; 
Times-Picayune, Apr. 24, 2004) 

Government in llction 
t?lMter a decade of tolerance, the Tokyo metro

politan government ruled in March that used lingerie 
could no longer be sold in the city's sex shops, where 
men had been paying the equivalent of $15 to $90 
for a pair of panties in a plastic bag, sometimes in
cluding a photograph of the former owner. Increas
ingly, schoolgirls as young as 9 had been supplying 
the stores (Staits Times, Apr. 11, 2004). 

Unclear on the Concept 
@In March, a ShelVSite convenience store man

ager in North Naples, Fla., found employee Robert 
Lee King, 41, lying on the floor rubbing off one not
yet-purchased lottery ticket after another, looking 
for winners, stacking the used tickets neatly in two 
piles. The incredulous manager said he tried to ex
plain to King that that isn't the way the lottery busi
ness works, whereupon King calmly took his stack of 
winners and walked out. The manager called in a 
sheriff's deputy, explained the problem, and showed 
the surveillance tape of King with the tickets, and 
while the deputy was writing his report, King hap-



pened to come back in to ask for his paycheck. He 
was charged with grand theft (Naples Daily News, 
Mar. 25, 2004). 

God Is! 
{9lDon Sneed, a theo logical researcher and gay 

activist in Dallas, released a video in April that he sa id 
provides mathematical and scientific proof tha t God 
exists (a theory that he proudly says no one has yet 
refuted). "The God Number" explains Sneed's 
"Definity- Uninity- Infinity," w hich he says "sub
stanti ates the identificatio n o f the spec ific number 
that represents God. " This first video, he said, was fo r 
the layperson, and he is at work on a pro fessio nal ver
sion for mathematic ians and scientists (Dallas Voice, 
May 2, 2004) . 

Good lor Little Kids? 
t9lSeveral pa ren ts walked out of a ho liday pro

gram by the Glassport (Pa. ) Assembly of God when 
the actors on stage began whipping the Easte r bunny 
and breaking its eggs, which church officia ls sa id was 
an attempt to move past the benign symbols o f the 
holiday and focus o n the suffering of Christ. As chil
dren in the audience c ried at the bea tings, actors 
chanted, "There is no Easter bunny" (Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette-AP, Apr. 7, 2004 ). 

More Things to Worry About 
{9Hn March, the Queenstown Lakes District 

Council (New Zealand) , apparently really concerned 
about clever sex entrepreneu rs, amended its recent 
bylaw aimed at regu lating all potential prostitutio n 
in the area, includi ng acts on airplanes, ships and fe r
ries, because it had left out prostituti o n o n 
"hovercraft" (vehicles th at float above the surface by 
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the constant downthrust o f a ir). 
And in April, the Treasury Department's agency 

tha t investigates alleged ly illegal fi nancing across 
U.S. bo rders was revealed to have only four agents 
working o n money traceable to Osama bin Laden 
and Saddam Hussein, but 21 age nts wo rking full
time on violations of the U.S. embargo of Cuba 
(Southland Times [Invercargill, New Zealand], 3-1 8-
04; Toledo Blade-AP, Ap r. 29 , 2004) . 

'T' aint Funny, McGee 
·:9iPORTLAND, Oregon (AP) -Two disc jockeys 

were fired after playing an audiotape of the behead
ing o f American Nicho las Berg by mi litants in Iraq 
and cracking jokes about the grisly death. 

Listeners called the radio station to compla in af
ter hear ing Berg's screams followed by the DJs 
laughing and playing musica l accompaniments. 

News or Porn 
·:9Hhe Boston Globe was ree ling yeste rday after 

graphic photos of alleged sexual abuse of Iraqi 
women by U.S. soldiers tu rned out to be staged shots 
from a hardcore porn Web site . 

"This pho to should not have appeared in the 
Globe," editor Mart in Baron sa id in a statement. 
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"First, images portrayed in the photo were overly 
graphic. Second, as the story clearly pointed out, 
those images were never authenticated as photos of 
prisoner abuse. There was a lapse in judgment and 
procedures, and we apologize for it." 

Thou Shalt Not 
OA gang of five children robbed an ice cream 

parlor at gunpoint in Brazil. 
The youngsters, aged between 11 and 16, took 

ice cream, sweets and pop from the shop in Ribeirao 
Preto, Sao Paulo. 

They threatened ice cream parlor manager 
Valdecir Soares de Oliveira with a pellet gun, reports 
the Agora Sao Paulo newspaper. 

They ran away but were discovered by police of
ficers moments later, eating their haul in a nearby 
street. 

Bang! Bang! 
~lMEXICO CITY (Reuters) - A Catholic priest 

shot to death the mayor of a town in western Mexico 
early on Wednesday after the pair got drunk and be
gan punching each other during a religious festival, 
state officials said. 

After exchanging blows, the priest whipped out a 
9mm· pistol and fired four bullets into Lorenzo Ruiz, 
mayor of Chalpatlahuac, an indigenous town nestled 
in mountains 138 miles west of the Guerrero state 
capital of Chilpancingo, authorities said. 

"It seems they were arguing, these two men. 
They were at a get-together, they had words and the 
priest shot the mayor. They were apparently both in 
a state of drunkenness," said Guerrero state spokes
man Jesus Nava. 

Local newspapers said the priest, whom they 
identified as Lorenzo Cuellar, was arrested after he 
also shot the mayor's son, injuring him. 

The priest was in Chalpatlahuac to celebrate a lo
cal religious festival which started on Tuesday 
evening and lasted into Wednesday morning. 

Has to Be a Lesson Somewhere 
1. Police in Wichita, Kan., arrested a 22-year-old 

man at an airport hotel after he tried to pass two 
(counterfeit) $16 bills. 

2. A man in J ohannesberg, South Africa, shot his 
49-year-old friend in the face, seriously wounding 
him, while the two practiced shooting beer cans off 
each other's head. 

3. A bus carrying five passengers was hit by a car 
in St. Louis, but by the time police arrived on the 
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scene, 14 pedestrians had boarded the bus and had 
begun to complain of whiplash injuries and back pain. 

4. A convict broke out of jail in Washington 
D.C., and then a few days later accompanied his girl
friend to her trial for robbery. At lunch, he went out 
for a sandwich. She needed to see him, and thus had 
him paged. Police officers recognized his name and 
arrested him as he returned to the courthouse in a 
car he had stolen over the lunch hour. 

5. When two service station attendants in Ionia, 
Mich., refused to hand over the cash to an intoxi
cated robber, the man threatened to call the police. 
They still refused, so the robber called the police and 
was arrested. 

6. Two West German motorists had an all-too
literal head-on collision in heavy fog near the small 
town of Guetersloh. Each was guiding his car at a 
snail's pace near the center of the road. At the mo
ment of impact their heads were both out of the win
dows when they smacked together. Both men were 
hospitalized with severe head injuries. Their cars 
weren't scratched. 

The lesson may be that we reap what we sow 
(Gal. 6:7). 

The Bible Translation Controversy 
Expanded Edition 
by Wayne Jackson 

Which translation of the Bible is the "right" transla
tion? Some view with suspicion most anyone who uses 
any Bible translation other than the King James 
Version. Others, with an equal lack of discernment, 
exhibit little interest in a textually accurate edition of 
God's Holy Book. 

A great number of highly respected, competent Bible 
students have pronounced this small book one of the 
more rational, even-handed discussions to make its 
presence felt in almost a score of years ............ $4.95 

Parables in Profile 
by Wayne Jackson 

In that marvelous galaxy of teaching that came from 
the lips of Christ, a solar system of parables has 
instructed and thrilled multiplied thousands for nearly 
20 centuries. The Lord's parables contain some of the 
most preachable and teachable material in the New 
Testament; no good teacher can afford to ignore this 
depository of divine information. Wayne Jackson, a 
close student of the Bible and a lucid writer, has, in this 
volume, given valuable material on the parables of 
Christ. The outlines have been expanded in this 
revised edition to include rich material so that every 
preacher will find himself using this book frequently. 
This volume contains enough material for at least a six-
month study course ............................................ $7.95 
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life and Death 
t~llt's OK to kill babies after they are born if they 

turn out to have "defects," says one of the British 
government's leading advisers on genetics. 

Provoking an uproar, Professor John Harris, a 
member of the British Medical Association's ethics 
committee and author of 15 books on the ethics of 
genetics, made the statement endorsing de facto in
fanticide during a recent debate over sex-selection, 
reports the London Telegraph. 

Asked what moral status he accorded an embryo, 
Harris responded by endorsing infanticide in cases 
where a child has a genetic disorder that remained 
undetected during pregnancy and suggested there's 
no moral difference between aborting an unborn 
baby and killing an infant once it's born, said the re
port. 

"It's not plausible to think that there is any moral 
change that occurs during the journey down the 
birth canal," he told the Telegraph. 

Harris declined to say up until what age he be
lieved infanticide should be permissible and later 
stood by his remarks, which he claimed had been 
elicited "in response to goading" from pro-life cam
paigners. 

"People who think there is a difference between 
infanticide and late abortion have to ask the ques
tion: What has happened to the fetus in the time it 
takes to pass down the birth canal and into the world 
which changes its moral status? I don't think any
thing has happened in that time," he said, according 
to the paper. 

"It is well-known that where a serious abnormal
ity is not picked up - when you get a very seriously 
handicapped or indeed a very premature newborn 
which suffers brain damage - that what effectively 
happens is that steps are taken not to sustain it on 
life-support. 
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"There is a very widespread and accepted prac
tice of infanticide in most countries. We ought to be 
much more upfront about the ethics of all of this and 
ask ourselves the serious question: What do were
ally think is different between newborns and late fe
tuses? 

"There is no obvious reason why one should 
think differently, from an ethical point of view, about 
a fetus when it's outside the womb rather than when 
it's inside the womb." 

According to the Telegraph, Julia Millington, po
litical director of the ProLife Party, called the admis
sion "absolutely horrifying," and added: "Infanticide 
is murder and is against the law. It is frightening to 
think that university students are being educated by 
somebody who endorses the killing of newborn ba
bies and equally worrying to discover that such a 
person is also a member of the ethics committee of 
the British Medical Association" {World Net Daily 
News, Jan. 25, 2004). 

Painkillers 
@A bill is gathering support in the Virginia legis

lature that would require unborn children be admin
istered a painkiller before abortions are performed. 

A measure introduced by Republican Dick Black 
will be considered by the justice committee of 
Virginia's lower chamber, the House of Delegates, 
Monday, reported WRC-TV in Washington, D.C. 
The Senate will address a similar measure Thursday. 

"We must do everything possible to relieve the 
terror and suffering of children as they are aborted," 
said Black in a statement. 

The plan, which applies to abortions performed 
after the 12th week of pregnancy, would bring crimi
nal charges to any abortion doctor who does not ad
minister the painkiller. 

WRC said the bill has support in the Virginia 
General Assembly, with more than 50 delegates and 
15 senators acting as co-sponsors. Most of the spon
sors are Republicans, but there is bipartisan support. 

Homosexuals Target Jerusalem 
@A massive, international "gay pride" event pre

viously held in Rome, at the doorstep of the Vatican, 
has chosen Jerusalem as its next venue. 

The InterPride celebration attracted about a 
quarter of a million homosexuals in 2000 and ex
pects to host the largest "gay" event ever in the Holy 
Land in 2005, organizers say, according to the 
website Gay365.com 

''An event of this magnitude has never occurred 

~i~ Found;~~: 31 



before anywhere in Israel," said Jerry Levinson, ex
ecutive director of Jerusalem's Gay and Lesbian Cen
ter, Hagai El-Ad. 

Levinson said his center, which will serve as the 
host organization, has its work cut out for itself be
cause Jerusalem is intensely religious for Jews, Mus
lims, and Christians. 

Fierce opposition from religious organizations 
kept away "gay pride" celebrations of any kind in 
Jerusalem until last year. 

The city was chosen after a successful lobbying 
campaign at the annual InterPride conference this 
month in Montreal, Gay365 .com said. 

InterPride is organized by the Brussels, Belgium
based International Lesbian and Gay Association 

Last year, an estimated 2,000 to 4,000 Israeli ho- . 
mosexuals marched through Jerusalem for the first 
time under heavy police protection and protest from 
ultra-Orthodox Jews and others. 

The event began just hours before the start of the 
Jewish Sabbath. 

The Orthodox Jewish groups condemned the 
June 7, 2002, march as blasphemy, warning it would 
drive holiness out of the city, the BBC reported. 

Organizers called it a march against hatred fu
eled by intense religious opposition. 

"We did not believe the day would come when 
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this could happen in Jerusalem," one organizer de
. dared to the crowd, according to the BBC. 

But Jerusalem's Deputy Mayor Rabbi Haim 
Miller denounced the participants. 

"I think they have a problem, they have a perver
sion, it is a disgrace," he said. "Before, you would be 
ashamed of this. A person who had this problem 
used to hide in the street. Today they want to go out 
into the city streets and call it 'pride.'" 

The organizers of World Pride Rome 2000 said 
they intentionally planned the event to coincide with 
the Roman Catholic Church's Jubilee Year, which 
drew millions of pilgrims to commemorate 2,000 
years since the birth of Jesus Christ. 

On its website, the International Lesbian and 
Gay Association urged activists to "Go to Rome, and 
show the Vatican" lesbian, 'gay,' bisexual and 
transgendered people "have as much right to free
dom of association and expression in Rome as the 
Pope!" 

Campus Paper Baclts Same-Sex 1Marriages' 
tl (AgapePress) - The student newspaper at the 

largest Baptist Uuniversity in the world has endorsed 
homosexual "marriage." 

Back in November, Christian pollster George 
Barna reported that approximately 40 percent of 
young adults (between the ages of 18 and 38) believe 
it is "morally acceptable" to have a sexual relation
ship with someone of the same gender. If one be
lieves those findings, it should come as no surprise 
that on Friday, the editorial board of the Baylor Uni
versity Lariat compared opposition to same-sex mar
riage to discrimination based on skin color or reli
gious beliefs. 

Moffitt's Bible Commentary 
The New Testament 

by Jerry l\loffitt 

Brother Moffitt's one-volume commentary on the New 
Testament deals succinctly and poignantly with every 
book of the New Testament. It has a separate chapter on 
each book of the New Testament, which includes a brief 
introduction and a different section for each chapter of 
that particular book. CMBH01 629 pgs .• hardback 

$19.95 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 
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After summanzmg recent events m San Fran
cisco, where more than 3,500 "marriage" licenses 
have been issued to homosexual couples in a little 
more than two weeks, the editorial states: 

Like many heterosexual couples, many gay 
couples share deep bonds of love, some so 
strong they 've persevered years of discrimina
tio n for their choice to co-habitat with and 
date one another. ] ust as it isn't fair to dis
criminate against someone for thei r skin 
color, heritage or religious beliefs, it isn't fair 
to discriminate against someone for their 
sexual orientation. Shouldn't gay couples be 
allowed to enjoy the benefits and happiness of 
marriage, too? 

The paper's editorial board approved the article 
by a 5-2 vote- and editor Lacy Elwood says it was 
"no big deal." But Baylor president Robert Sloan Jr., 
evidently thinks differently. Sloan says the editorial 
board of the Lariat may have violated university 
policy. 

"Espousing in a Baylor publication a view that is 
so out of touch with traditional Christian teachings 
is not only unwelcome, it comes dangerously close to 
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violating University policy, as pub lished in the Stu
dent Handbook, prohibiting the advocacy of any un
derstandings of sexuality that are contrary to teach
ing," Sloan says on the university's website. 

"We do not support the use of publ ications such as 
the Lariat, which is published by the University, to 

advocate positions that undermine fo undational 
Christian principles upon which this institu tion was 
founded and currently operates," the un iversity head 
says. 

Baylor spokesman Larry Brumley says the 
paper's views do not represent the vast majority of 
the school's 14,000 students and 100,000 alumni , 
not to mention its administration, faculty, staff, and 
board of regents. He says the Waco-based school is 
outraged over the editoria l - but the s tud ents will 
not necessarily be fired from the newspaper. 

"Our student handbook is very clear that homo
sexual acts are treated with the same discipl inary 
proceedings as adultery and fo rnica ti on and other 
types of sexual sin," he says. "M ore im portantly in 
this case, what we're dealing wi th here is an advo
cacy of a matter that is rea ll y outside of tradi tional 
Christian teaching." 

According to Brumley, the Student Publications 
Board will be convening in the nex t few days to dis
cuss what if any punishments will be meted out 
against the paper's editoria l staff. H e adds that he is 
not sure .whether the editori al was triggered by the 
school's recent decisio n to revoke the financial aid 
for a homosexual seminary student. 
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devised fables" used by false teachers to turn cars away 
from the truth. W ritten in meaningful sequence, it 
exposes those who pervert the gospel, warns against 
apaty and indifference, and calls faithful preachers and 
elders to a course of immediate action .... Iand i should 
alert churches of Christ to those who ... would leJd the 
church into apostasy. -Ad ron Doran 
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Don't Show Up lor Communion 
$BOSTON (EP)- With a little over eight months 

left before the 2004 elections, Senator John Kerry 
has emerged as the likely Democratic nominee for 
president. But Kerry, a professed Roman Catholic, 
might have an easier time attaining the Oval Office 
than he does obtaining the oval wafer of communion 
in his own church. 

The Massachusetts Senator was recently told by 
the bishop of his diocese, Archbishop Sean O'Malley 
of Boston, not to present himself for Holy Commun
ion, according to the American Life League (ALL). 
Kerry has been banned from the sacrament because 
of his unabashed support of abortion. 

St. Louis Archbishop Raymond Burke likewise 
declared that pro-abortion Catholic politicians in his 
diocese should not try to receive communion until 
they publicly recant that position. "A Catholic legis
lator who supports procured abortion or euthanasia, 
after knowing the teaching of the Church, commits a 
manifestly grave sin," Burke said in his official notifi
cation of the policy. 

ALL President Judie Brown called the bishops' 
actions "courageous steps forward in defense of in
nocent human beings" and "a historic step forward 
in dealing with the problem of pro-abortion Catholic 
political figures." 

Kerry's poor voting record on sanctity of life is
sues, his courting of pro-abortion voters and his nu
merous endorsements by some of the most promi
nent pro-abortion groups in the nation (such as 
Planned Parenthood, National Organization for 
Women and NARAL Pro-Choice America) earned 
Kerry a position in the top tier of the "Dirty Dozen." 

lree Churches to Spealc on Politics 
$Under current law, any pastor or minister who 

uses his pulpit to speak out about moral issues could 
jeopardize the tax-exempt status of his house of wor
ship. 

Rep. Walter Jones, R-NC, wants that to change. 
"I believe that America's strength is the fact that 

it is built on Judea-Christian values," Jones said. 
"If the spiritual leaders of America don't have 

the First Amendment right, the freedom to speak on 
the moral and political issues of the day and who 
stands for morality, then ten years down the line 
America will have no morality." 

jones was talking about a political gag order that 
dates back to 1954 when then-Senator Lyndon 
Johnson inserted a ban on political speech as a floor 
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amendment in order to silence certain organizations 
that were opposing him. 

As a result, houses of worship cannot engage in a 
single activity which might be regarded as partisan, 
for fear of losing their tax exempt status. But with 
the 2004 election shaping up as a battle royal on the 
cultural issues front, Rep. Jones says it's time to call 
in the cavalry. 

His bill, HR 23 5 would allow clergy the same 
First Amendment rights all American citizens enjoy 
in order to address the moral issues of our times. 

Franklin Graham, in a letter to President Bush, 
complained that the 1954 law "forbids Houses of 
Worship to speak out on any kind of moral issue that 
may be considered 'politically partisan."' 

In other words, churches could not instruct their 
people on abortion, gay marriage, human cloning, or 
euthanasia. 

In October of 2000, in a blatant attempt to in
timidate churches, Americans United for the Separa
tion of Church and State warned pastors, "The First 
Amendment of the U. S. Constitution protects the 
right of pastors and church leaders to speak out on 
religious, moral and political issues. 

However, houses of worship, as non-profit enti
ties under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Service Tax Code, are barred from endorsing or op
posing candidates for any public office and may not 
intervene directly or indirectly in partisan cam
paigns." 

The left wing group complains on its website, 
"H.R. 235, sponsored by Rep. Walter Jones (R-NC), 
would turn the inner sanctuaries and pulpits of 
America's houses of worship into partisan political 
rally halls." 

Still, Jones is undaunted. "We need people who 
will call their member of Congress as well as the 
leadership of the House and tell them that they sup
port H.R. 235" (NewsMax.com, Apr. 04, 2004). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Wi ll we know one another in heaven? 
I know we will know the Lord. 

A nswer: Yes, we wi ll know the Lord; we wi ll see 
him as he is, and we will be like him (1 John 

3:2). 
I believe we will also know one another. 
Since we will know the Lord, and we wi ll be like 

him, we will be knowable, too. 
David, stricken with grief over the death of his 

recently born chi ld , said, " I shall go to him, but he 
shall no t return to me" (2 Sam. 12:23). Th is state
ment only makes sense if, as he goes to him, he is 
able to recognize him and be aware of who he is. 

Jesus said, "Many w ill come from east and west 
and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 8: 11). W hat is the point 
of this promise unless we w ill know who it is with 
whom we are sitting? 

The difference between the biblica l promise of 
resurrection and the Greek idea of the immortality 
o f the soul is t he surv ival afte r dea th of the indi 
vidual persona li ty. 

After I die it is sti ll I who live. 
W hat happens to the individual 's soul according 

to Greek phi losophy has been compared to a drop of 
water fa lling in to the ocean. It thus "escapes from 
the body, the prison house of the soul" and reunites 
w ith primal " life," but it completely loses individual 
identity. 

In contrast, in the biblical promise the soul is re
united with the bod y. 

When the Sadducees denied the resurrection, 
Christ reminded them of the words of God to 
Moses, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
the God of Jacob," adding, "God is not the God of 
the dead but of the living" (Matt. 22:31-32). So rea
son demands that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, though 
long "dead" when God spoke those words, are some
where, somehow living. That is why we will be able 
to sit with them in the heavenly kingdom. 

Some object that, if we know our loved ones in 
heaven and one of them is missing, that would surely 

mar the perfect happiness we are to en joy there. Per
haps that is what wi ll cause the tear that God wi ll 
wipe away from our eyes (Rev. 21:4) . 

More to the poin t is the observation that we do 
not have a loved one whom we love more than God 
does. W hen we see as God sees, we can be content 
with all th ings just as God will be. 

One of the deepest longings of the human heart 
is the desire to be reunited with departed loved ones. 
It is expressed at funerals. It is often repeated in our 
hymns, and it comes to mind on virtually every re
membrance of loved ones now gone. For Christians 
it is not a va in hope. It wi ll be realized at the resur
rection. 

Wirh rhe redeemed o f a ll the ages 
praising the One w hom I adore, 
when I wake up, to sleep no more. 

Shall We 
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Order from Firm Foundation 

-

1 01 Sermon Outlines 
FrankL. Cox 
This edition is a revised and enlarged reprinting. 
Some have acclaimed this book as one of the 
best sermon outline books printed. Topics include: 
The Lord's Moral Law; The Price of Discipleship; 
A Soul and the World; Sinning Against the Holy 
Spirit; the Two Resurrections; The Necessities of 
Life; The Saving Name; Whisperers; Your Body Is 
God's Temple; Backbiting; Ill-gotten Gains; The 
Christian Graces; Happy Days; and many more. 
SMAI02 paperback 116 pgs . .................. $5.50 

According to Luke 
FrankL. Cox 
This analysis of the books of Luke and Acts 
includes comments on important points and 
raises various questions for thought. Written in 
the form of an outline of the scriptural text, the 
book is arranged for excellent class or individual 
study. BKAI01 paperback 133 pgs . ...... .... . 4.50 

Alleged Bible Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
Deals with nearly 500 different religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; Why 
Difficulities In The Bible?; Results of The 
Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs . ......... 12.95 

Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and] 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the world is not the teaching of the Bible." 
paperback 124 pgs . ...................... ................ 6.95 

Functioning Leadership 
in the Church 
Charles Moore 
A 13-week study course for adults on the 
qualifications of elders and deacons, and the 
relationships that exist between them and the 
church. An appendix gives helpful suggestions on 
the selection and appointment of elders and 
deacons; a very practical and commonsense 
study. BKCCO paperback 86 pgs . ............... 3.50 
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Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. paperback 
91pgs . ........................................................... 4.50 

Putting the Pearls in Place 
Bill Stewart 
"First, we will learn the three dispensations or 
ages of Bible History. Following that, we will 
look at the fifteen periods of Bible History. We 
will learn them in order, putting into each period 
some of its prominent characters, outstanding 
events and facts. You will learn where in your 
Bible to find all this and more." paperback 132 
pgs . ............................................................ 4.00 

The Baptist Church 
and The New Testament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 12 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a "new denomination"? 
paperback 82 pgs . ........................................ 6.00 

The Bible Made Plain and Simple 
Mark Water 
Fact-filled, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible - Its teaching, history, people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 8 }2x11, 
paperback 128 pgs . ................................... 14.97 

Gifts from the Heart 
by Mary Allee Wilhelm 
What can we give our friends, our children, our 
husband? There are gifts we can give that are 
more lasting and beneficial than material things: 
love, respect, faith, forgiveness, compassion, 
service, smiles, time, hope, and other treasures 
gleaned by Sister Wilhelm from her 34 years of 
teaching. The lessons feature strong, biblical 
content and are enriched by pertinent quotes and 
observations from life, giving it a very practical 
application. pb 181 pgs . .............................. 8.00 

Shipping- $3.00 for one book (base price) .... For additional books in same order, add 15% of their total cost to base price 
Texas residents add 6.75% sales tax 
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-Alaska-

Sr. Augustine - Sr. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824· 1800 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Chrisr, 4017 
l\lemorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. ( I. I miles inside 1-285). 

- Maryland -
Damascus - Church of Christ , 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (30 1) 253-9432. 
sun. I 0, II a. m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. I block 
cast of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. I 08. 

-Missouri-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 995 18. (907) 344-
393 1. Contact 344-67 15 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Bramon- Church of Chrisr, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Farmington - Sunnyv iew Church of Christ , H wy 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 li th Avenue, H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
9970 1. (907) 456-4921. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
87640 I, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-301 1 or (907) Ridge Blvd., 64 133 raytowncofc.org (8 16)353-3873 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'" Ave., 
(205) 339-62 11. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, I I 
a. m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (5 1 0) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ , 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a. m., I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p. m., (303) 344 -
4050 

-Florida -

-Ohio -
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Ncar WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Centra l 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p. m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma -
Okl.1homa City - Putnam City Church of 
Chri~t, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9, 
I 0 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-58 14. 

- South Carolina -
Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 12 15 S. Main St., 
Hw)'· 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, II a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. O scar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-895 I. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 jusr off Hwy. I ll. Malcolm H ill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the cam pus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, I I a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903 ) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed . 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Chu rch of Christ, 3614 Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
South SR 47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. Katy Fwy. 77094. (28 1) 492- 12 19. Sun. 9, 10 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south o f 1-75 off exit 8 1. a .m.,(, p. m., Wed. 7:30 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (32 1) 254-226 1. 

O rlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ , 54 10 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, I 0 a .m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15 p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Give Firm Foundation as a gift 

1·888-367-6216 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrvillc Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Bu~ter) Dobhs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1 I 0 I W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn casr. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671 -2369,67 1-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p. m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Ma rk Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
19 10 Graeber Rd. 7747 I (28 1) 34 1-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Se rvices in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Red land Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (2 1 0) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 27 10 W. Main, 75 146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun . 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('/l mi. cast of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

g)anle[ a SJ?ropftet of Goa 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding wilh those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly s tudy. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25 .00 plus $4.50 s&h • 
Texa s residents add 8.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Carif19 & Sliari.f19 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. A. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. A. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs .. RFCMO I 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.ucstious 
and Answers 
hy Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lee· 
lures. For more than two decades he con· 
ducted the Open Forum at Freed·Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLOt $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready An~"''crs 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic. pocket - si zed book 
(3'h"x5v..") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
br llurlnn CorTmnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed arc the extremes of the " liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas resident.r add 6. 7 5% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter ot policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is S60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, S30 for a quarter page, S20 for 3·4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice ot fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
th rough inspired truth, clearly re futing 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I.' I II I \/ 
till'"''' 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible. put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are oHered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Adverlising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mm1mum chorge $10. This section is 

designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 

to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 

ads, c la ssified, dire ctory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desire d month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid b eing charged for 
the following month . Ads run until you notify u s to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Fulltime, experien ced p re~chc r n eeded for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. Only sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Musr be biblically 
sound, fam ily man , with enthusiasm for reaching 
the losr. We arc a 50/50 black/white congrega tion 
with VBS, arc~ Bible Bowl, radio program, j~il 

ministr)', Bible c~ll, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and o ther 
works. Inquiries must include resume, ~udio/vidco 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, curren t 
bmily picrurc with references. Send to Elders, 
Ho llywood Road Church of Christ, 1'.0. Box I 17, 
Sta. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritu~l ~nd 
physica l unlimited. !vlt1st be mission minded and 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 

ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 

Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
Clear, readable type 

• 1454 pgs. 
Genuine bonde d black leather 
0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 

'O~cV.. Genuine black leather 
0-940999-46-5 .... ...... $69.95 

• Burgundy hardcover 
0-94099-986-2 ...... ..... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/ • • x?\4 'x 3/s' 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Large Print New Testament 
·Hardcover 

• 12 pt. type 
• size 6 ' x 9 ' 

ASV-A98 .. .................. $1 0.00 
• Name In gold 00 000000000000000 $4.00/1/ne 
• No indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The church of Christ in Mc~dvillc, ~congregation 

of 35-40 in N\Y/ l'a is look ing for a sound gospel 
preacher to work with us. We can supply financial 
support of $370.00 I week. Any further income 
needed would have to come from other sources. 
This might be ideal for a ret ired preacher wanring 
to supplement his rcriremcnr income and sti ll stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. This could also be 
very good for someone who has some supporr 
already established. You will find an excellent 
group of Christians to work and worship with. 
For more informati on please contact Doug 
llullington @ (814) 734-3838 or write to same @ 
5 163 Gibson Hill Rd. Edinboro Pa 164 12 or E
Mail speed buil l @aol.corn. 

Centra l Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full -time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderl y and retired and "snow birds''. Potent ial for 
growth. Salary and benefit s total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

Nort heast Ohio congregat ion seeks to add a second 
mini ste r. Durics may include educational 
directorship, community outreach, writing and 
teaching. Please reply by July 2004 to: Elders 
Massillon Church of Christ, 9 15 State Avenue NE, 
Massillon OH 44646, phone 330.832.9713 or 
email scrvam915@sbcglobal.net 

Firm Foundation 
~&.Bibles 

~&.Bible Class Material 
~&.Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

'Victory 
f>ver 

CJ"rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who ha,•e e•perienced discourage
men!, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from I he life of Job is for you. 

Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; prcsentalion page included. 
This is a wonderful gift. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h. 

n 

For Sale 
Restorat ion Reprints, o ther books ar great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 G ibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Studen t? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 401 7 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

T rain to p reach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Insti tu te of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lcsson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-55 1-85 11 for 
p rices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literal)' beawy,readability 

76,000 Cente r-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic re fe re nce concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the centra/theme and 
message of each book 

Full-colo r m aps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 00 0000000000000000000 $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ooooOOoooooo0000000 $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 

Classic Bible Red Letter 
(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonde d leather 
158-134-3183 00 00 000000 0000 0000000 $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ...... oooo oooooooo000 $44.99 
Black Genuine leathe r 
158-134-3175 000000 00 0000000000000 $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 .... ............ 00000 $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 000000000000000000000 $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 000000 000000 000000000 $16.99 

Classic Thlnline Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .......... 0000000000 $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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cfpeoiat f//e~ 

Foy E. Wallace Jr. 
on CD·ROM ••••••••••••••••• $149.95 

Every book wrillen by Foy E. Wallace Jr., is included on the 
CD-ROM. It is PC and Mac compatible and utilizes the latest 
Adobe Acrobat Reader Version 3.0. This library of /4 titles in new 
hardback editions would retail for about $795.00. A large 
photographic section is included. Titles include: 

1. A Review of the New Versions 
2. Book of Revelation 
3. Bulwarks of the Faith 
4. Christian and the Civil Government 
5. Commentary on Romans, Galatians & Ephesians, 
6. Current Issues 
7. Evaluation of the New International Version 
8. God's Prophetic Word 
9. Gospel for Today 

10. Instrumental Music Question 
11. Mission and Medium of the Holy Spirit 
12. Neal-Wallace Discussion 
13. Number One Gospel Sennons 
14. Plain Truth About the Revised Version 
15. Story of the Fort Worth Norris-Wallace Debate 
16. Sennon on the Mount and the Civil State 
17. The Present Truth 
18. Editorials from the following gospel magazines: 

Gospel Advocate (1930-1934) 
Gospel Guardian (1935-1936) 
Bible Banner (1938-1949) 
Torch (1950-1951) 

Free with every CD ordered, 
The Truth about the Revised Standard Version 
Brother Wallace shows the RSV translators produced a text 
full of interpolations with added words and phrases unknown 
to any Scripture text, diverting the Scriptures from the 
original text.(pb) regularly $8.95 

-Please include $3.50 shipping and handling
Texas residents add 6.75%sa/es tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
July 2004 

Address service requested. 

The Spirit 
of Liberalism 
By Frank Chesser 

The Spirit of Liberalism did not begin as a book. 
The first chapters were written for a church bulletin. 
After developing these bulletin articles, the writer de
cided to have the material published as a book. The 
book's plea is for Christians to resist the temptation 
of an "I think" or an "it feels good" religion. Rather it 
encourages adherence to the instruction of the Holy 
Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of their 
work will benefit by studying and teaching these prin
ciples. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on brother
hood matters. He was reared by Christian parents; he 
attended a Christian college and then graduate 
school at three brotherhood institutions in preparation 
fro his life's work. In addition to his local work in Ala
bama, Georgia, and Florida, he has preached in 20 
states and one foreign country. He conducts an av
erage of 12 gospel meetings a year in addition to his 
local work at the Panama Street church in Montgom
ery, Alabama. paperback, 205 pgs. 

" ... His grasp of the problem of liberalism Is broader than 
any that I've read. It Is an excellent source book for sermons 
and lectures regarding the most serious problem in the 
church to day ... "W. Douglass Harris, Minister 

" ... Challenging, uplifting, and therapeutic, generating a 
healthy sense of urgency. Frank has pinpointed the essence 
of liberalism and done the church a great service. He has 
Issued a sober call to return to our senses. This book will 
warm the heart and propel one to embrace the God and 
Christ of the Bible." Dave Miller, director, Brown Trail School 
of Preaching 

$9.9 5 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Fax (979) 553·3721 
Jprophet@qulk.com 
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FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal~ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2004 

Vol. 119 Houston, Texas • August 2004 No.8 

(Hugo McCord slipped the bonds of earth and touched the face of God on May 15, 2005. We continue to post
humously publish some of his works.) 

The Bible 
By Hugo McCord (deceased) 

U nforgettable are the words of Psalm 119:89, 
"Forever, 0 LORD, thy word is settled in 
heaven" (KJV). In those words are set forth 

three momentous facts about the Bible: 
1. being the LORD'S "word," it is "God

breathed" (theopneustos, 2 Tim. 3: 16), and so is not of 
human origin; 

2. being "settled" (nasab, "set" or "fixed," Ben
jamin Davies), it is unchangeable (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; 
Prov. 30:6; Gal. 1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19); 

3. being "forever," it is indestructible (Isa. 40: 8; 
Matt. 24:35; 1 Pet. 1:22-25), as Jesus announced, 
"the Scripture cannot be broken" Oohn 10:35). 

In the time-honored King James Version there is 
a mistake in its rendering of Matthew 16:18, "Verily 
I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall 
loose on the earth shall be loosed in heaven," and the 
same mistake is made in the NKJV, ASV, RSV, NRSV, 
and NEB. 

The mistake leaves the impression that whatever 
the apostles bound or loosed on the earth would, as 
the next step, be ratified in heaven. The NASB re
moves the mistake by the correct translation of Jesus' 
words (future perfect passive): "Truly I say to you, 
whatever you shall bind on earth shall have been 

bound in heaven; and whatsoever you loose on earth 
shall have been loosed in heaven." 

The importance of the correction is that the 
binding and loosing spoken of had already been 
planned in heaven, and was included in the "settled" 
word of Psalm 119:89. The binding and the loosing, 
done by the apostles, did not originate with them. 

"The manifold wisdom of God," in his "settled" 
word, not only involves the future in the word "for
ever," but also involves the past "according to the 
eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3:10-11). The "settled" word 
includes a heavenly conference of the Godhead, in 
which Christ volunteered to become a human sacri
fice (Ps. 40:7-8). In the same conference the Holy 
Spirit listened Oohn 16:13) to the Father's plan to 
send him, in Jesus' name Oohn 14:26; 15 :26; 16:7) 
to baptize the apostles and to give them "power" 
(Acts 1:5-8). The Spirit would "glorify" Jesus Oohn 
16:14) on the lips of the apostles. 

By the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5, 8), the 
apostles spoke "as the Spirit gave them utterance" 
(Acts 2:4 ), "being moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 
1 :21). Consequently, w hen thousands of people at 
Jerusalem had come to believe in Jesus, and were ask
ing what remained for them to "do" (Acts 2:37), they 

(continued on page 5) 
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"For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creature 
is hidden, but all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4:12-13). 
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Editorial 

What Is Law? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Afriend forwarded a piece by Leroy 
Garrett {the writing was identified as: 
Soldier On! Leroy Garrett's Occasional 

Essays, Number 31, written May 22, 2004). 
The title of the Garrett article is "Nature of 
Law or What Is Law?" 

My good brother submitted the article to 
me because he knows we need to be stimulated 
to thought. I agree wholeheartedly that any
thing that helps us to think is good, except, of 
course, for those things that dishonor God by diminishing his 
word, and consequently make our thoughts evil. 

A critique of the Garrett essay is in order, which we are happy 
to supply. 

Garrett begins his composition in an admirable way. He calls 
on all who read his words to recognize the beauty and necessity of 
law, based main ly on Psalms 119. It would be good if you took 
time to re-read this lengthy chapter. 

The Garrett essay correctly says that "Law is God's word, his 
commandments, his ordinances, his precepts, his testimonies, etc." 

He also wrote: 

So, when the psalmist says, 'Your word I have hidden in my 
heart, that I might not sin against you' (Ps. 119:11), he is 
talking about the same thing when he says, 'Oh, how I love 
thy law! It is my meditation all the day' (Ps. 119:97). God's 
word is God's law, and his law is his word. So it is with Ps. 
119:172, 'My tongue shall speak of your word, for all your 
commandments are righteousness.' God's law is his com
mandments, and his commandments are his law. 

There is nothing in Garrett's opening statements to cause con
cern ... in fact, most of what he says is wholesome. 

But then Garrett veers off and begins to say things that undercut 
the absolute authority of the Holy Bible. We cannot say if he does 
this of a purpose or unwittingly, we can only know that he does it. 

He comments on the Jewish Torah, claiming that it is codified 
law and not teaching. Garrett would be hard-put to prove that 
codified (organ ized) law does not teach; or, for that matter, that 
teaching cannot be incorporated in rules systematically presented. 

There is an attitude permeating society today that anything 
codified is unacceptable. The fact is that there are portions of the 
New Testament that are set forth as rules in a well-organized 
manner. Matthew 5:1-11 is systematic (codified) as are the Ten 
Commandments (See also 2 Pet. 1:11-12; Gal. 5:19-26) . 



The Garrett piece then makes the statement, "Wherever God 
reveals light by which I am to walk is law to me." 

He then makes the startling statement, "Socrates1 was an unex
pected source of light for me." Garrett claims that the pagan, 
Socrates, taught him that he (Garrett) is ignorant. 

Garrett also claims that Shakespeare gives light in helping us to 
understand human nature, pointing out that The Bard said, 
"There is some soul of goodness in things evil," which sounds 
more like darkness than light. 

According to Garrett, the Bible gives light, and its light is law; 
Socrates and Shakespeare give light, and that is also law, making 
the Bible, Socrates, and Shakespeare equal, and thereby, inadvert
ently perhaps, putting the Bible on a par with Socrates and 
Shakespeare. Whether he knows it or not, Garrett takes back every 
good thing he had earlier written about the Bible and drags it 
down to the level of uninspired, human philosophy. 

If he is right, then we can play fast and loose with the Bible 
because it is no better than the teaching of Socrates or the writing 
of Shakespeare. 

If light comes from Socrates and Shakespeare and is equal to 
the light that comes from Jesus, then the Bible has no exclusive 
claim. So, bring the brass band into the public worship of the 
saints; believe whatever you will, just so you are sincere; and be 
baptized as you please. 

'1\nd the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw nigh unto 
me, and with their mouth and with their lips to honor me, but 
have removed their heart far from me, and their fear of me is a 
commandment of men which hath been taught them" (lsa. 29:13). 

Garrett's article next affirms "such light comes through the 
arts, literature, science, nature, and all the works of God. 

Brother Garrett, tells us "common law or common sense, 
moral law, law of the conscience ... [w]herever God reveals light 
by which I am to walk that is law to me. That includes what 'the 
law within' - my conscience and consciousness tells me." 

Human conscience can be educated to approve such horren
dous things as making one's children "walk in the fires of Baal." It 
is true that we are born with a sense of "oughtness," but it is also 
true that we all sin and fall short of God's glory, and sin corrupts 
this understanding of right and wrong. If one relies on conscience 
to know right and wrong, he is in big trouble. 

0 Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps Uer. 10:23). 

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the 
end thereof are the ways of death (Prov. 14:12). 

I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I have gotten 
me great wisdom above all that were before me in Jerusalem; 
yea, my heart hath had great experience of wisdom and knowl
edge. And I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to know 

1 Socrates was a Greek philosopher who chose to die rather than cease teaching his phi
losophy, declaring that "no evil can happen to a good man, either in life or after death." 
In 399 B.C. Socrates was accused and convicted of impiety and moral corruption of the 
youth of Athens, Greece. At his trial, he presented a justification of his life. Or, to put it 
bluntly, Socrates had to drink hemlock because he was a pedophile. 

In This Issue 

Hugo McCord (deceased) 
The Bible .....•.•••.•......................... l 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
What Is Law? .....•..•...•...•.....•....... 2 

Walter Swain 
God's Recipe for Salvation •••••••••• 6 

Owen Cosgrove 
David and Nathan ...................... 8 

Randy Reagan 
Contemporary Christian Music ••• 9 

John William McGarvey (deceased) 
The Question of Inerrancy •••••••• 10 

Richard S. Leeper 
The Word Made Flesh ••••••••••••••• 11 

John Waddey 
A Lover's Quarrel ••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

Paul David Wells 
Listen Discerningly.................... 17 

Alan Caudle 
Faithful Martyr.......................... 18 

Frazier Conley 
Even Now, But Not Yet ••••••••••••• 19 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
To Change or Not to Change ••• 22 

Potpourri ... .................................. 27 

Cecil May Jr. 
Q&A •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 37 

August 2004 3 
FinD JI'OQJidsffon 



madness and folly: I perceived that this also 
was a striving after wind. For in much wisdom 
is much grief; and he that increaseth knowl
edge increaseth sorrow (Eccl. 1:16-18). 

This is the end of the matter; all hath been 
heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; 
for this is the whole duty of man. For God will 
bring every work into judgment, with every 
hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil (Eccl. 12:13-14). 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and it 
is exceedingly corrupt: who can know it? Uer. 
17:9). 

Amazingly, afte r telling us that light is law, and 
law is light, brother Garrett then says that law is not 
redemptive, which means, if he is right, that light is 
not redemptive. 

Jesus said, "I am come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on me may not abide in the dark
ness" (John 12:46), which sounds redemptive . If 
darkness represents evil, then light redeems from evil. 

"Wherefore putting away all filthiness and over
flowing of wickedness, receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls" 
(James 1:21). God's implanted word saves the soul 
of man. Garrett says that the word of God is law. 
Therefore law saves. 

"There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the 
law of sin and of death" (Rom. 8:1-2). The law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus makes free from the 
law of sin and death. That is redemptive, so Leroy 
Garrett is mistaken. 

Those who seek to denominationalize the church 
must minimize the Bible. If we accept the Bible as the 
very word of very God, then it must be infallible and 
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inerrant. If the bible is "unerring in doctrine," then 
its laws must be kept absolutely. If God's law has to
tal power and authority, then there must be no devia
tion from its rigid rules. If we obey the Bible in de
tail, then we will be Christians only, and the only 
Christians, and therefore not denominational. 

This rankles some and causes them to attempt to 
dilute the sacred scriptures. Since brother Garrett is 
among that number who advocate full fellowship 
with all those who claim to believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God, regardless of whether they have obeyed 
him, we begin to understand why he wants to put the 
Bible on a par with Socrates, and with man's fallible 
conscience. If the teaching of Socrates brings saving 
light, as Garrett claims, then Jesus wasted his life and 
died for nothing because we had the teaching of 
Socrates 400 years before Jesus was born. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
bur he that doeth the will of my Father who is 
in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, 
and by thy name cast our demon·s, and by thy 
name do many mighty works? And then will I 
profess unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity (Matt. 7:21-
23). 

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves. For if any one 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like 
unto a man beholding his natural face in a mir
ror: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth away, 
and straightway forgetteth what manner of 
man he was. But he that looketh into the per
fect law, the (law) of liberty, and so continueth, 
being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer 
that worketh, this man shall be blessed in his 
doing Uames 1 :22-25). 

He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I spake, the same shall judge him in the 
last day. For I spake not from myself; but the 
Father that sent me, he hath given me a com
mandment, what I should say, and what I 
should speak. And I know that his command
ment is life eternal: the things therefore which 
I speak, even as the Father hath said unto me, 
so I speak Uohn 12:48-50). 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, ac
cording to their works (Rev. 20:12). 
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The Bible 
(continued on page 5) 

were given "loosing" words (how to be loose from 
their sins) from Peter's lips, if they repented and were 
baptized (Acts 2:38). But actually the Spirit-inspired 
"loosing" words did not originate with Peter. They 
carne from the Holy Spirit, who, himself, said Jesus, 
would not "speak from himself; but what things 
soever he shall hear, these shall he speak" (John 
16:13). 

Other "loosing" words planned ahead of time in 
that heavenly conference producing the "settled" 
word was a release from circumcision (Gal. 5 :6), 
from sabbath keeping (Col. 2:16), from refraining to 
eat pork and other foods (Lev. 11:4-18; 1 Tim. 4:4), 
indeed a "loosing" from the entire "old covenant" 
(2 Cor. 3:14). 

Among "binding" words planned for the "new 
covenant" (Heb. 8:8) in the "settled" word are the 
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plan of salvation (Mark 16:16), the action of water 
baptism (Rom. 6:4; Acts 10:47), the name to wear 
(Acts 11:26; 1 Pet. 4:16), church government (Acts 
14:23), worship (Acts 20:7), morality (Matt. 19:9; 
1 Cor. 6:9-10), zeal (1 Cor. 15:58), judgment (2 Cor. 
5:1 0), heaven (1 Pet. 1:4 ), and hell (Matt. 5 :22). 

The "one faith" spoken of by Paul (Eph. 4:5) had 
originated "in heaven" as part of the "settled" word of 
the "LORD" (Ps. 119:89), and "once for all" time was 
"delivered to the saints" in the first century Gude 3 ). 

The "one faith," not man or woman made, un
changeable, and indestructible, needs no supplement 
by Joseph Smith (1805-1844) to start the "Latter Day 
Saints" sect, nor a supplement by Mary Baker Eddy 
(1821-1910) to start the "Christian Science" sect. 

An unknown writer tells what he thinks of "The 
Bible": 

This book contains the mind of God, the state 
of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sin
ners and the happiness of believers. Its doc
trines are holy, irs precepts are binding, its his
tories are true and its decisions immutable. 
Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and 
practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct 
you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer 
you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, 
the pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, the 
Christian's charter. Here paradise is restored, 
heaven is opened, and the gates of hell dis
closed. Christ is its grand subject, our good its 
design, and the glory of God its end. It should 
fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the 
feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is 
a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a 
river of pleasure. It is given to you in life, will 
be open at the judgment, and be remembered 
forever. It involves the highest responsibility, 
rewards the greatest labor, and condemns all 
who trifle with its holy contents. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

Fp 

496 Hugo McCord Articles on a CD 
plus 9 articles on Muslims by Bill Humble 

Articles in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF 

$10.99 
$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

August 2004 5 
Firm FomulatloD 



God's Recipe for Salvation 
By Walter Swain 

Since the church began there have been many 
and various problems that have arisen to chal
lenge the truth of God's word. The church to

daly continues to deal with false teaching and with 
those who would change God's plans for the church. 
None of these problems is of more importance than 
teaching about what one must do to be saved. 

As in many cases of contention over doctrine, a 
lack of balance greatly affects what is taught in this 
area. And as in many instances of dispute, this matter 
is that which involves both/and rather than either/or. 
That is, salvation is not a matter of one thing or an
other (i.e., grace or works), but it is a matter of sev
eral things which are necessary to bring about one's 
salvation and hope of eternal life in heaven. In fact, 

6 

By R. L. Whiteside 

Doetriual Diseourses 
Recognized by many as one of the best in a study 

of some vital doctrinal issues. The articles, some from 
religious journals, others from unpublished manu
scripts show the depth of brother Whiteside's study 
and understanding of the Word. The articles range in 
time from the 1890s to 1950. David Lipscomb and J.A. 
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the plan of salvation may be thought of as a recipe, 
which involves many factors. 

A recipe involves a list of ingredients, how to 
prepare the ingredients, and instructions on how 
long to cook or otherwise prepare the food. If one 
uses the designated ingredients, prepares them prop
erly and cooks it the right amount of time, the de
sired results will be produced. If one leaves out any 
ingredient, or fails to follow the instructions given, 
the desired product will not be produced. 

Salvation is also a matter that has several "ingre
dients," and they must be recognized and take place 
in the prescribed way in order for one to receive sal
vation, and become a Christian. To leave out any "in
gredient," or not to follow the Bible's instructions of 
what we must do, will result in a failure to achieve . 
the desired "product" (i.e., salvation). 

There are three basic ingredients in the recipe for 
salvation. Each of these involves several factors. 

The three basic ingredients are love, law, and 
obedience. 

Love 
Love is both the reason and the motivation for salva
tion. On God's part, his great love for us caused him 
to work out and provide sinful man with a way of re
demption Uohn 3:16). Without God's love there 
would be no way for our sins to be forgiven, so that 
we might be saved. Jehovah's grace is a vital and nec
essary ingredient in our salvation. 

Christ's love for all sinners is also important to 
the provision of an eternal hope. Jesus' love led him 
to leave the comfort and glory of heaven, to come to 
earth and become a part of the very creation he had 
made (Phil. 2:5-8). His love caused him to submit to 
his cruel and painful death on a Roman cross. And all 
the time he made it clear that he did this by choice 
on his part. 

Jesus believed that if he made the supreme sacri
fice for us through love, that this would motivate us 
to love him, and give our all to follow him. Without 
Jesus' love there would be no hope of salvation. 

But our own love must also be seen in our redemp
tion. John declares, "We love, because he first loved 



us" (1 John 4: 19). Our Lord said, "If you love me you 
will keep my commandments" Uohn 14:15). Thus our 
love for the Father, and for Christ, because of what 
they have done for us, leads us to faith and obedience. 
Love plays a vital role in God's recipe for salvation. 

Law 

Whereas love tells us the "why" of salvation, law 
gives us the "what ." It is through the written word 
that we learn what is involved in our redemption. 
Paul writes that "faith comes by hearing, hearing the 
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word of God" (Rom. 10:17). Jesus said, "You shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" 
Uohn 8:32). Salvation o nly results when one hears 
the truth, believes the truth, and obeys the truth. 

It is the word that tells us we are all sinners 
(Rom. 3 :23 ). As sinners we have been separated 
from God (Isa. 59:2), and thus we are dead spiritu
ally (Rom. 6 :23), and doomed to an eternity in hell. 
For forgiveness of sin and salvation to take place, 
atonement must be made, the price must be paid. 
God has determined that blood shed as a sacrifice for 
sin is the only way of redemption (Heb. 9:22). Jesus, 
as the only perfect, sinless human being, made that 
ato nement in shedding his blood on the cross for our 
sins (1 John 1:7; Eph. 1: 7) . Through his blood we 
obtain forgiveness, and eternal life . It is through the 
law of Christ that we learn of all these ingredients in 
God's plan of salvation. 

Obedience 
But there is another vital ingredient required to bring 
about our own individual salvation. This ingredient 
is obedience on our part. "What must I do to be 
saved?" is a question asked several times in Acts. The 
Philippian jailor asked Paul this question (Acts 
16:3 0). The Jews on Pentecost inquired of Peter 
what they needed to do (Acts 2:3 7) . Paul himself 
asked this same thing of Jesus when confronted by 
him on the road to Damascus (Acts 22:10). Not one 
of these inquirers was told "nothi ng" in reply to 
their question. All were given commands and told 
what to do . Obedience is how we obtain salvation, 
and allow God to save us by his grace. Faith, repen
tance, confession of Christ as God's Son, and bap
tism for remission of our sins are all acts of fai th, 
which are required by God on our part if we are to 
receive salvation. We must also continue to follow 
God's commands living faithful Christian lives to at
tain our final goal of eternity in heaven. 

Conclusion 
There is no matter more important to every human 
than his own salvation. But that salvation involves 
many factors. Like in a recipe each of these ingredi
ents is important. God's part, Christ's part, and our 
own part all must be recognized. No one thing saves 
us. Rather than teaching that salvation involves just 
one factor, we have to understand and use every in
gredient in God's plan of salvation. 
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David and Nathan 
By Owen Cosgrove 

I t was a stinging reproof, but David needed it. 
This great king was mighty in battle, even from 
his youth. His psalms still soothe the soul, and 

his reverence for God was monumental. The scrip
tures say that "he was a man after God's own heart. " 
But David was human, and in moments of idleness 
he did the unthinkable. He destroyed another man's 
home. 

David's affair with Bathsheba became a national 
scandal, a moral debacle that would haunt him for 
years. In the great penitential Psalm 51, he wrote, 
"My sin is ever before me." Not only had he lusted 
and committed adultery, but he tried to hide it with 
hypocrisy, and finally he connived with his captain, 
Joab, to have Bathsheba's husband Uriah, a noble and 
valiant soldier, killed in a needless attack of a walled 
city. 

Sin often comes in clusters . One mistake of David 
led to another and another. Even as overcoming temp
tation can help one to become stronger, yielding to it 
can weaken moral foundations. David was idle, and 
then lustful, and then immoral, and then deceitful, 
and then pitiless and cruel. 

Trying to hide sin is like burying weed seeds. In
iquity will finally show its ugly face in one form or 
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another. Moses warned, "Be sure; your sins will find 
you out." Socially, psychologically, mentally, profes
sionally, physically or in some other way or combina
tion of ways, sin can hurt. And even when forgiven, 
its scars can linger. It is better to prepare and prevent 
than to repair and repent. And sin cannot be resolved 
by ignoring it. David was not " home free." A series 
of serious moral failures clouded his soul. 

In 2 Samuel 12, God sent a prophet named 
Nathan to talk to David. His was a serious and fright
ening task, but Nathan went. David needed to repent, 
but repentance is a humbling experience that calls for 
contrition and self-reproach. There cannot be peni
tence without some pain. The wall of pride must be 
broken down before the message of resolution and 
healing can enter the heart. 

We see this in the case of the Prodigal Son whose 
life could not he straightened up until he admitted, "I 
have sinned." The people at Pentecost only a few days 
before had slain Jesus in the most cruel and ignomini
ous way, and then they went on enjoying their great 
feast season. It took the amazing outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit and powerful sermon by Peter to shock 
them into the realization that they by wicked and cruel 
hands had killed the Messiah, the Son of God. Only 
when they were "pricked in their heart," stabbed with 
the knowledge of the enormity of their sin, could they 
cry out, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Peter 
told them to repent and be baptized for the remission 
of their sins. Penitence is an essential part of making 
things right when we have sinned. 

So, Nathan went to visit King David. He told him 
of a humble man in the kingdom that had one little 
ewe lamb that he loved and cherished. His prosperous 
neighbor had a visitor and, rather than taking an ani
mal from his own flocks, he took the neighbor's lamb 
and killed it to feed his guest. When David heard it, he 
was very angry. "Such a man is not fit to live," he said, 
"because he showed no pity." Often people can be 
pitiless and cruel in their dealings with others, seem
ingly not stopping to think that God sees all and that 
he holds people accountable for wrong. 

David's own words condemned the horrible 
transgressions that he had done. Nathan told him, 



"Thou art the man!" It was a soul-piercing statement. 
·"It's you, David." In classic drama; the difference in 
tragedy and comedy is whether the protagonist, the 
main character, receives insight or not. Sin cannot be 
resolved until it is recognized, admitted and dealt 
with. David was man enough to see himself and his 
need and to seek forgiveness for his wrong. 

There is an interesting footnote to the story of 
David and Nathan. In Luke 3:31 the genealogy of 
Jesus is traced to David through "Nathan." Whether 

it was before this rebuke or after, David thought 
enough of Nathan to name a son after him, a stellar 

· honor indeed! Receiving proper rebuke should not be 
met with anger and pride. David did not lose his re
spect for this brave prophet, although the truth that 
he told him cut him to the heart. 

Truly, whom the Lord loves he chastens. (Heb. 
12:6) Truth makes us free, and as in the case of David, 
the truth usually does not hurt - unless it needs to. 

206 Spring Creek Dr. 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
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Contemporary Christian Music 
By Randy Reagan 

AChristian mother recently called me to 
ask if I thought it was OK for her to let 
her son attend a "contemporary Christian 

music concert." She felt that her son's interest in 
"Christian music" versus "secular music" was a defi
nite step in the right direction and certainly a viable 
alternative. 

On the surface, this seems like a perfectly logical 
alternative to all the filthy and vulgar music being 
played on the airways today and the corrupt environ
ment surrounding "pop music concerts." Yet at the 
same time, I am made to marvel at how subtle Satan is 
with his attempts to deceive and mislead. The Bible 
warns us of such "for Satan himself transforms himself 
into an angel of light" (2 Cor. 11:14 ). Careful exami
nation of the Bible quickly exposes this deceit from 
.5'atan. · · 

Parents are told to "train up a child in the way he 
should go" (Prov. 22:6). The word translated train, 
means "to initiate or discipline: - dedicate, train 
up." The "way he should go," again according to 
Strong's, is the path of life one is to take, a road (as 
trodden); fig. a course of life or mode of action. So 
we are to direct our children not only in the way 
they are to walk now, but also to establish the way 
they are to walk in the future. 

This same direction is given to fathers in the New 
Testament. Paul wrote, "And you, fathers, do not pro
voke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the 
training and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). Ac
cording to Strong's, the Greek words translated 

"bring them up," "training" and "admonition" mean 
"to rear up to maturity, to cherish or train: bring up, 
nourish, tutorage; education or training; by disciplin
ary correction - chastening, chastisement, instruc
tion, nurture- admonition. Note again how this pro
cess is ongoing to maturity. 

The question is, if we condone our children lis
tening to "contemporary Christian music" as chil
dren, what will be their natural tendency as adults? 
Aren't we now seeing in many congregations of the 
Lord's church an inability to distinguish between au
thorized music in the assembly of the church and 
supposedly "non-doctrinal issues" when it comes to 
instrumental music in worship? If it is OK to listen to 
"contemporary Christian music with instruments" 
and participate in this type of "gospel music" as chil
dren, why does it become unacceptable when they 
become adults? We are supposed to be training them 
now to behave as they should when they are adults. 

This same logic applies to compromise of biblical 
principles in the name of entertainment or age. If it is 
inappropriate at 20, 30, or 40, it is inappropriate at 2, 
7, or 12. Sadly, we are teaching our children things 
that are now being taken into worship as they are 
transitioning into adulthood. Rather than worry so 
much about our children's entertainment, wouldn't it 
be nice if we all focused instead upon their "spiritual" 
growth? Let us all "bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." P.o. Box 402 

Wills Point, TX 7 5169 
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(On May 2 7, 189 3, the Christian Standard printed a fine article by the distinguished J. W. McGarvey, which 
continues to be pertinent. McGarvey well understood the extreme danger of liberalism and gave his best years 
attempting to reverse its influence in the church. He saw clearly where the liberals in the schools and in the 
pulpits were leading the church and planted his feet in unrelenting opposition. A new generation has arisen and 
they "know not joseph.,, The lessons of the immediate past have so soon been forgotten and misguided men are 
again casting doubt on the doctrine of Bible inerrancy. We thought it good to reprint the old McGarvey article 
because his line of reasoning is as untouchable and irrefutable today as when it was first written.) 

The Question of Inerrancy 
By John William McGarvey (deceased) 

I believe it was Professor Briggs who first intro
duced the current use of the term "inerrancy" 
in the controversy about the character of the 

original Scriptures. If he did not, he at least has given 
it its chief conspicuity in recent discussions. It is well 
known that no intelligent man claims inerrancy for 
the printed Bibles which we now use, whether in the 
translations or the original tongues. The question has 
never had reference to any other than the language 
of the inspired writers, as distinguished from the al
terations and interpolations which have been intro
duced by copyists and editors. In other words, it has 
reference to the autographic writing of the authors 
of the books. Instead of meeting the question fairly, 
those gentlemen who are so fond of an errant Bible 
have taken a great deal of pains to obscure the real 
issue by throwing dust into the air. Professor 
Warfield, of Princeton, has an excellent article in the 
Independent of March 23, in which he scatters this 
dust, and lays bare the real issue in a most intelligible 
manner. We quote him: 

We have heard a vast deal of late of "the first 
manuscripts of the Bible which no living man 
has ever seen," of "Scriptures that have disap
peared forever," of "original autographs 
which have vanished"; concerning the con
tents of which these controversialists are will
ing to declare, with the emphasis of italics, 
that they know nothing, that no man knows 
anything, and that they are perfectly con
tented with their ignorance. Now, again, if this 
were to be taken literally, it would amount to a 
strong asseveration that the Bible, as God gave 
it to men, is lost beyond recovery; and that 
men are shut up, therefore, to the use of Bibles 
so hopelessly corrupted that it is impossible 
now to say what was in the original auto
graphs and what was not! In proportion as we 
draw back from this contention - which is 
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fortunately as absurd as it is extreme - in that 
proportion do we affirm that we have the au
tographic text; that not only we, but all men, 
may see it if they will; and that God has not 
permitted the Bible to become so hopelessly 
corrupt that its restoration to its original text 
is impossible. As a matter of fact, the great 
body of the Bible is, in its autographic text, in 
the worst copies of the original texts in circu
lation; practically the whole of it is in its auto
graphic text in the best texts in circulation; 
and he who will may to-day read the auto
graphic text in large stretches of Scripture 
without legitimate doubt, and, in the New 
Testament at least, may know precisely at what 
rarely occurring points, and to what not very 
great extent, doubts as to the genuineness of 
the text are still possible. 

The Professor might have added that this auto
graph, thus accurately preserved, and now in the 
hands of every reader of the corrected Greek text of 
the New Testament, is faithfullt represented to the 
eye of every English reader in the renderings and 
marginal readings of the Revised Version. For while,. 
as the textual critics make plain to us, seven-eighths 
of the words of the New Testament are now printed 
in the very form in which they came from the origi
nal penmen, and nine hundred and ninety-nine thou
sandths of it absolutely so in meaning; and while we 
can put our finger on every word about which there 
remains any doubt; the marginal readings of the re
vised New Testament enable the reader who knows 
not a word of Greek to put his finger also on these 
words, and to know that all the rest are precisely 
those of the autographs. It is a most mischievous and 
deceptive device, therefore, originating from the 
heat of controversy, to speak of the autographic writ
ing of the apostles as though it were lost to the 
world, never to be known again except by conjec-



ture. Thank God, we have it in a purer form than our 
fathers had, even back to the early ages of the faith; 
and with this autographic writing in our hands, we 
stand before those who would criticize its represen
tations, and say: Gentlemen, show us an error here 
which by a fair logical process can be certainly 
charged to the inspired penmen, and we will concede 
that to this extent their inspiration failed to guard 
against error. You have not done so yet; for all the 
specifications which you have made fail of this essen
tial condition. We would caution them also to re
member that there is the breadth of the heavens be
tween infinitesimal errors of detail in a very few in-

stances, and such errors as they are constantly charg
ing upon the Scriptures, errors in which multitudes 
of facts, arguments and inferences in every part of 
the Bible are discredited at the good pleasure of ev
ery opinionated critic. The former would be a puzzle 
worthy of profound consideration and an earnest ef
fort at solution; but the latter makes the Bible less re
liable as a record of facts than Macaulay's History of 
England or Bancroft's History of the United States. 
We want no such Bible· as that, and the coming gen
eration will have none at all if that is the alternative. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, 7X 77269 
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The Word Made Flesh 
By RichardS. Leeper 

J
esus said, "that which is born of flesh is flesh and 

that which is born of Spirit is spirit." It is within 
this truth that we understand the word of God 
becoming flesh. Both of these births (flesh and 

spirit) occurred in the man, Jesus. 
The word of God is the will of God. His word 

carries the power of God and focuses that power 
within the confines of the word. When his word 
said, "Let there be light," there was light instead of 
water. The energy of God can and does work 
through his word by accomplishing what he sends it 
to do (lsa. 55: 11). That means that the entire cre
ation, animate and inanimate, responds to the will of 
God. It is easy to believe that God is the original 
source of all energy. As the apostle John revealed 
about the creation, "By thy will they existed and 
were created" (Rev. 4:11). We differ in many ways 
from the inanimate universe, one of which is our in
ability to understand the transfer of will without 
words. We cannot comprehend the force of God's 
will upon inanimate objects such as earth and water 
and air. We require words of our language to identify 
the focus of God's will. Once we hear the words we 
then know what to expect in response. Hearing 
words, learning what the response to those words is, 
we have the basis for faith in the source of the words. 
We do not understand how many things were done, 
but we believe they were done in the inanimate 
world. The fruition of success it is evident through 

our senses. We do not know how God creates a spirit 
for each new human but we believe the spirit is there 
(Eccl. 11 :5). We are human flesh living with a cre
ated spirit appropriate for our fleshly life. When sin 
entered the world through a sinful spirit and death 
through sin spread like a plague to all mankind, God 
again used his word to set a plan in motion that 
would heal the plague in all who willingly accept the 
directions of his word. The foundation of that plan 
was the birth of a human into which entered God's 
own Spirit. 

The angel Gabriel was sent to Mary to inform 
her that a specially prepared body (Heb. 10:5) would 
be placed within her body and the God-nature of 
Jesus would also be in that unique body (Phil. 2:5-
11). Jesus is the one-of-a-kind Son of God. Jesus was 
truly Son of God and son of man. It is important to 
understand that the seed which produced Jesus did 
not come from a human male. Into this human baby 
God placed the Spirit of Jesus. This was the begin
ning of two processes that will last until they will no 
longer be needed by the human race. 

The first process started after the birth of Jesus 
and continued until his death. This process was a 
learning process Jesus experienced. Jesus learned the 
difficulty of a human's attempt to obey God. We are 
told he learned this by what he suffered (He b. 5:7-
8). Jesus was learning about the terrible force sinful 
temptation places upon human flesh with its passions 
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and emotions. He, as God, k~ew that the hui?an 
spirit by itself could not succeed in keeping to the 
mark God set for human behavior (Rom. 3:23). It 
was confirmation of what would be written later, 
that man was truly made a little lower than the an
gels. James tells us that God cannot be tempted by 
evil, but when the Son of God became flesh 
temptation's power would be experienced by his 
own Son, who was of God. 

God spoke into existence a law under which the 
human race was confined. It is called the law of "sin 
and death." Another wording of this might be, "the 
soul that sinneth, it shall surly die." Before the time 
of Jesus, all had sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God. The word glory means "light," so the glory 
of God is the light of God. The light of God is 
needed to light our way through life. The true and 
complete light shines through Jesus, but the world 
still will not walk in it. God's plan from the begin
ning included the gift of Jesus living his life without 
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sin. It was sinful man that wanted Jesus dead and it 
was sinful man that put him to death; In reality, Jesus 
was born to die. We must remember, however, that 
he committed no sin, so he did not cause his own 
death. Sin caused his death, but it was the sin of oth
ers. God allowed him to die because of the sins of 
others. Sin that had accumulated since Adam and 
Eve had spread to all men because all had sinned 
therefore it was not just the sinful men who nailed 
him to the cross that caused his death; it was the sin 
of the world. This is the principle Paul speaks about 
when he declares that his doing wrong was not him 
but sin which was in him. Sin begets sin. It is not that 
we inherited sin from our ancestors; it is that we 
acted with the same sinful ways, therefore, we be
came sinful also. Sin had dominion over the life of 
every human. Sin caused the death of Jesus; there
fore he died for all because all sinned. The sin of one 
could not be isolated from the sin of another as being 
more responsible. God's law of sin and death was 
kept intact because all people's sin caused his death. 
This death he suffered was more than his physical 
death on the cross. That death is what separated his 
flesh from his Spirit. Death is separation, and when 
Jesus died he was so stained with the sins of the 
world that for a time he was totally separated from 
God. In that separation he discovered what hell was 
like. He died for the sins of the world so those who 
are forgiven do not have to die again for the same 
sins. 

He paid a terrible price for our sins, but because 
he had no sin of his own, God would not leave his 
soul in Hades but raised him to his previous honored 
place in the presence of God. What was accom
plished in Jesus is the redemption of the world. Re
demption means to purchase back something that 
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had been lost or sold. Jesus paid the price of his own 
life to offer us forgiveness. Mankind was lost in sin 
but when Jesus died because of the sin that was in the 
world at the time of his death he also opened the 
way for future generations to be freed from their sins 
by that same death. The message from God is clear; 
accept the fact that we all are sinners and then be 
prepared to die to those sins. When a person dies, 
the purest evidence of that death is burial. Paul says 
that we are buried by baptism into the death of Jesus. 
He also declares that we are raised in newness of life. 
In this act of faith we see that God gives a new - re
born- spirit to anyone that will accept it. Peter calls 
this the forgiveness of sin and promises the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. When we follow the direction of 
God's word and declare the old spirit to be dead, 
bury it in baptism, God resurrects a cleansed spirit. 
By our obedience of faith, we accept the redemption 
price paid for our sins. It's almost like saying to God: 
You gave me a spirit, I ruined it, now you have of
fered to buy it back, and the price you paid is the 
death of your Son. Now you want me to deliver it to 
you in the grave of baptism, through faith that you 
will make it new. This is a deal too good to pass up. 

The gift of forgiveness flowed backward and for
ward. When it flowed backward to the people who 
had died before the death of Jesus, only God can 
know who would receive forgiveness. When the 
grace of God flowed forward from the death of 
Jesus, the willingness of humans to put their sinful 
nature to death and bury it is rewarded by God's 
willingness to accept that death as sufficient. God is 
no respecter of persons so if Jesus died because of 
the sins of many, he died for the sins of all. It all boils 
down to our willingness to die to the sin he died to 
remove. It is appropriate to bury the sin-filled spirit. 
When we are raised from baptism with a new life, it 
would be unnatural for us to carry the old corpse 
strapped to our back. As the new creature struggles 
to grow into the image of Christ, he finds that evil is 
still everywhere in the world. The difference be
tween the old man and the new man is God's willing
ness to forgive the new man who is appropriately 
growing into the image of Jesus. Our prayerful re
pentance and the intercession of the living Christ is 
rewarded by God's cleansing power to keep us in his 
1mage. 

Richard S. Leeper 
Elder and Preacher 
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A Lover's Quarrel 
My Pilgrimage of Freedom in Churches of Christ 

By John Waddey 

T his autobiography by Dr. Leroy Garrett 
might properly be subtitled, "How Great I 
Am." The author is a man of massive ego. 

Early in his career he fancied himself too big for 
churches of Christ. He sought recognition as a "re
former" and self-appointed representative of the 
brotherhood in ecumenical circles. Having walked 
with the "giants" of Princeton and Harvard univer
sities, he could never again serve as an equal among 
his peers in churches of Christ. From that point on 
he was of a superior tribe. He saw himself as a savior 
whose mission was to re-educate and redirect all of 
our brethren whom he viewed as misguided chil
dren. Brother Garrett has illusions of grandeur. He 
likens himself to Thomas Campbell, Alexander 
Campbell, Barton Stone, and even Martin Luther. 

Well did Oscar Wilde say, "To love oneself is the 
beginning of a lifelong romance." 

To adequately review and respond to the teach
ing and activities recorded in Dr. Garrett's book 
would constitute another book. The only alternative 
is to note a few selected quotes and offer comments. 
This perhaps will give my readers a sampling of what 
they might find by reading the book for themselves. 

The author tells us how his conversion from le
galism to ecumenism occurred. ''At Princeton, I had a 
class in ecumenics ... that enlarged my vision of 'the 
church catholic'" (p. 48). "While at first we were dis
inclined to accept our Presbyterian friends as equals 
in Christ, we came to see them as Christian as our
selves, if not more so" (p. 49). "My transformation 
from a sectarian to an ecumenist came neither 
quickly or easily." "I began my retreat from legalism 
and sectarianism - gradually yielding my trenches 
- as I was exposed to more education, particularly 
at Princeton" (p. 84). 

Dr. Garrett is very proud of his educational attain
ments, especially his doctorate from Harvard. He tells 
us that William Barclay is one of his favorite authors. 
Barclay penned words so applicable to Garrett that 
one is tempted to think a higher hand arranged it: 
"There is always a certain danger in knowledge. It 
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tends to make a man arrogant and feel superior and 
look down unsympathetically on the man who is not 
as far advanced as himself. Knowledge that does that 
is not true knowledge" (Daily Bible Study, Corin
thians, p. 76). 

Sen. Homer Ferguson observed that "An 'egg
head' is a person who stands firmly on both feet in 
mid-air on both sides of an issue." This is a good de
scription of the author of this book. 

• He decried factionalism, yet his entire career 
was that of a factionist. 

• He despised churches of Christ, yet he pawned 
himself off as our representative. 

• He occasionally spoke against "liberalism," yet 
he embraced in brotherly unity the most extreme lib
erals of the Disciples of Christ, without protest. He 
has nothing but good words for professors at 
Harvard who doubted and rejected the essential 
foundations of Christianity, but nothing but con
tempt for fellow members of the church of Christ. 

• He spoke about the evils of division yet he en
dorsed and embraced the division of denomination
alism, so long as it afforded him a forum and the 
usual amenities. 

• He spent the first part of his career fighting 
against churches who employed preachers to -weEk 
with them (pp. 31, 67). He accused them of grave sin 
and digression for so doing. In his book he insists 
that to this day he is opposed to located, salaried 
preachers. Yet he tells us he was, for a few months, a 
regular preacher for a Christian Church (p. 83). But 
as a good legalist, he is careful to call his task "an as
signment" rather than a job preaching. That made it 
OK. Also he regularly took money for his preaching. 
But he justifies himself by telling us he put it all into 
the publishing of his papers and books (p. 3S). 

Describing his lifelong quarrel with chur¢hes of 
Christ, Garrett asks, "And what was the: quarrel 
about? Freedom! I was urging my church to join me 
in a pilgrimage of freedom" (pp. 12-13). But his ap
proach was not a friendly invitation. It was a deter
mined arm twisting, prodding of a body <?f :people 



not inclined to go with him. He was going to take 
them even if they did not wish to go. Two examples 
of his desired freedom: He wanted "freedom to 
question the dogma of instrumental music"; "free
dom to bring women into the church as equals in 
ministry"; freedom to make use of modern biblical 
scholarship and to be honest about the difficulties 
one faces in the interpretation of Scripture (by this 
he means the liberal, skeptical approach to scripture 
- jhw). He demanded the right to do all the above 
plus many other similar things without being ques
tioned or reproved for his erroneous views. 

Being rejected by his brethren in the churches of 
Christ, Dr. Garrett spent his career stroking the fur 
of the leaders of the Disciples of Christ. They had 
won the war of 1865-1906, but being inherently 
flawed by theological liberalism, they ended up the 
shrinking minority. In 1926 the Independent Chris
tian Churches separated from them. Our brethren 
soon recovered and outstripped them in all but 
pomp and pretense. Dr. Garrett assured the Disciples 
they were right in their demands, and we were 
wrong refusing to follow them and accept their 
agenda. He assured them that even though we were 
flourishing and they in decline, we were narrow, ig
norant legalists and they were the true Christians 
and heirs of the great Restoration leaders. In turn, 
they heaped upon him honors and recognition in ev
ery place. The oft repeated charade was "Dr. 
Garrett of the non-instrumental church of Christ" is 
with us. But the fact was, he represented no one but 
himself and a handful of personal devotees. 

Some things discerning readers will find in this 
book. 

• You will find that Garrett and Carl Ketcherside 
are the fathers and founders of our contemporary 
Change Movement. A comparison of Dr. Garrett's 
beliefs with those of Ruble Shelly and all succeeding 
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agents of change is most enlightening. He has fa
thered a tribe of children who dutifully maintain his 
legacy. 

• You will find that 40 years ago, those two men 
proposed virtually every change now being pushed 
by our agents of change. He writes, "Occasionally I 
am introduced as one who, thirty and forty years 
ago, was saying what they are now saying, and even 
treated as a hero" (p. 222). 

• You will find the origin of the subversive meth
ods being used by change agents to infiltrate our 
churches and schools. 

• You will find the development of the terminol
ogy now used by our change agents. 

• You will learn that Garrett is the fountainhead 
of the change agenda and Abilene Christian and 
Pepperdine University have become his reservoirs, 
filling their students with his heresy and sending it 
forth to unsuspecting churches. 

• You will see the role played by Pepperdine and 
Abilene Christian University in the formative stages 
of the change movement. More than ten years ago 
they embraced Garrett and his program and quietly 
allowed it to be spread among their students (pp. 
218-220). Wise elders will be very cautious of any 
man who has studied Bible at either of these schools 
in the last 20 years. 

• You will find that Garrett led the way in pro
moting fellowship with Christian Churches, fellow
ship with denominational bodies; acceptance of the 
unimmersed as God's children, the tolerance of in
strumental music in worship, the use of women in 
the public leadership of the church; questioning the 
inspiration and authority of the Scripture and the 
revisioning of our brotherhood history to fit his 
agenda. He declared that the church of Christ was 
nothing more than a denomination, an illegitimate 
splinter off of the Disciples of Christ. His goal was to 
"encourage them (churches of Christ) to become a 
part of the church universal" (p. 207). 

• It was he who resurrected Dr. Robert 
Richardson's writings and pronounced them the true 
spiritual interpretation of our movement (p. 198). 
Our change agents view Richardson as their polar star. 

• His methodology is disclosed: "I conducted a 
long series of 'mini-meetings' in which I brought the 
unity plea into people's homes and hotel suites, as 
well as churches and small study groups" (p. 13 7). 
Change agents are effectively using this same method 
today. In these meetings he was able to promote 
"what I want for churches of Christ" (p. 138). 
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• When he traveled abroad he "met with several 
of our American preachers who were serving churches 
and/or doing graduate work at the famous university. 
... I was impressed by their openness .... Some of them 
are now leading churches of Christ in new directions" 
(p. 150). Heretics always seek to gain a foothold in 
mission fields. By capturing one or two men, they can 
thus capture all the churches in a region. Change 
agents are busying doing this very thing today. 

• Even though he despised, opposed and con
demned our Christian colleges he never missed an 
opportunity to visit them and sow his seeds of dis
ruption. He spent time at Ibaraki Christian College 
in Japan. They thought he was a true brother. With 
typical egoism he writes, "Some were heard to say 
that our people in Japan had been waiting a hundred 
years for that day" (p. 155). 

• His mission: "It became my mission to set the 
record straight" (p. 185). That is to straighten out our 
brethren and lead them into his brand of ecumenism. 
It is amazing how many of our intellectual class are 
following him like sheep to the slaughter pen. 

• A list of 50 congregations that have embraced 
his view of things is provided (pp. 248-250). 

He tells us, "In my zeal to effect change, I became 
persona non grata in my own church!" (p. 201). I find 
it interesting that he knows and acknowledges his sta
tus among our people, but the Christian Churches and 
Disciples of Christ thought he was our official repre
sentative, and our change agents at Abilene and 
Pepperdine think he is our hero. 

The folks at ACU and Pepperdine must surely 
suffer from the Stockholm Syndrome. Those suffer
ing from this condition embrace their abductor who 
abuses them as their benefactor and friend. Both 
these schools honor and revere him as one they love. 
That Abilene Christian University Press has pub
lished his story illustrates this point. His warm recep
tion by leaders at these universities also demon
strates their espousal of the tenets of Postmodern
ism: a refusal to accept truth as absolute; a refusal to 
brand anything as unequivocally wrong; a tolerance 
for any and all belief, and a religion based on emo
tion rather than Bible. 

Because the pages of virtually all brotherhood 
papers were closed to Garrett in his early years, he 
came to harbor intense animosity towards the editors 
of those papers. He disdainfully refers to them as 
"editor bishops," a claim not one of them would 
make. Yet, through his entire preaching career he 
edited a paper and sought to influence the thinking, 
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policy and action of all that he could, but he insists 
he was never an editor bishop (p. 24 7). But he was 
just that ... except that he aspired to be the living 
voice of the entire church . 

Like a Harvard-bred antiquarian who traveled 
the world collecting artifacts of ancient religious 
Bro. Garrett walked among us gathering up curiosi
ties. He did not believe in the religion he specialized 
in, but he made for himself a nice living and gained 
publicity and honors from talking about it. In terms 
of churches of Christ he made his mark as our critic 
... never finding anything positive to report concern
ing us .... unless it was that some naive young 
preacher had become his disciple. Like little chil
dren, some unthinking brethren rushed to Dr. 
Garrett with their scraps and artifacts just to have 
their picture taken with him. When reviewing our 
brotherhood history, he is like a lady shopping at a 
super market, picking only those items that suit her 
taste and interest. He picks and chooses and arranges 
his facts to convey his personal ideals and views of 
how things should have been. 

I once heard a Black activist from Harvard Law 
School who calmly announced that his "mission in 
life was to "give Whitey hell." Dr. Garrett's lifelong 
mission has been to give perpetual grief to those 
churches of Christ not under his influence. Like a 
wolf lurking in the dark, always looking for an op
portunity to snatch away another soul, Garrett has 
lurked about the fringes of our churches for 50 or 
more years. However, when he looks into a mirror, 
he sees himself, not as a factionist and wrecker of 
brotherhood peace and unity, he sees himself a poor 
persecuted reformer who is misunderstood and 
abused. He enjoyed, even relished, provoking breth
ren and when in self-defense they responded to his 
attacks, he proclaimed himself an abused martyr. 

The value of reading this book is to help enable 
one to know his enemy. To know whom we are up 
against, his scheme and methods is half the victory. 
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Listen Discerningly 
By Paul David Wells 

Each person has a priceless possession - the 
eternal souVspirit. Because our spirits are in
valuable and irreplaceable, we should not 

base our salvation on the wisdom of men. However, 
there are many in the world today that trust their 
soul's salvation to whatever religious denomination 
is popular. In other words, they are "following the 
crowd." 

From the time we were in grade school, we were 
taught not to follow the crowd but to make wise 
choices of our own. When we follow the crowd we 
never know what trouble may be awaiting us. For in
stance, following the crowd is like being an animal in 
a herd. The herdsman could be leading the herd to 
greener pastures, or he could be herding them to the 
slaughter. 

The Bible speaks on this subject in Philippians 
2:12-13 (NKJV): 

Therefore, my beloved as you have always 
obeyed not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with prayer and trembling; for 
it is God who works in you both to will and to 
do for His own good pleasure. 

Since our soul is so special, we should view 
Christianity more cautiously and be more observant 
to the things that go on around us. When we see 
something taking place in the church that contradicts 
the word of God, we should not hesitate to raise the 
important question: Why? 

When someone is told that some terrible disease 
is threatening his life, attention will be focused on 
whatever the doctor is telling him. He will be so fo
cused that he will study and research everything pos
sible in order to prolong his life. 

Even when the doctor writes a prescription to 
help combat their illness, many will consult numer
ous books detailing medications to see what kind of 
side effects the medication could bring about. 

It's kind of humorous when you think about it. 
Mter all the years of schooling and hard work re
quired· of a person to become a physician, we find 
ourselves unable to put our full faith in them. But the 
minute. a man wearing a "religious title" tells us 

something having to do with our soul, many will 
take him at his word without consulting the Bible to 
see if what he says is true. 

We stress taking care of our earthly bodies so 
much that we forget our life here isn't as important 
as our life to come. The Bible says it best in James 
4:14 (NKJV). "Whereas you do not know what will 
happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a 
vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes 
away." Also, in First Timothy 4:8 (NKJV). "For 
bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profit
able for all things, having promise of the life that now 
is and of that which is to come." 

Taking care of our body is important and check
ing what the doctor says is a must, but let us keep 
this in its proper perspective. Let us search the scrip
tures daily as found in Acts 17: 11 so when we hear 
the word preached, we will not be lead astray by the 
wisdom of men. 

Finally, let us diligently keep in our hearts Sec
ond Timothy 2:15. "Study to show thyself approved 
unto God; a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth" (KJV). 
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Faithful Martyr 
By Alan Caudle 

And thou boldest fast my name, and hast 
not denied my faith, even in those days 

wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who 
was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth 
(Rev. 2:13). 

Antipas, a faithful child of God, was killed for his 
unwavering faith and loving devotion. At first 
glance, this brief notation might seem impersonal 
and unrevealing. Yet this worthy name has drifted 
down the centuries as a rich heritage and reminder 
of those who, though unseen by the eyes of man, 
have walked the way of duty and had their names 
written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Even though few words describe Antipas, they 
present a meaningful message for all Christians as 
they strive to live a life of servitude and devotion for 
the great and mighty Jehovah. So, what might we 
learn (and apply to our lives) about the character of 
Antipas from this short, pertinent passage? 

It should be evident that Anitpas believed in God 
and his Son, and in the Christian religion. He did not 
simply believe something about Christianity - he 
lived his religion ... with a faith so great and sure that 
he died for it. 

Antipas also put the kingdom of God first. This 
should be a lasting lesson for those today who pro
fess to be followers of Christ. We should continually 
set our minds on the fact that faith in God and his 
promises must be held high above everything else. 
The whole tenor of our lives, and our path to salva
tion, is shaped by the things we put first. 

A careful consideration of Antipas will reveal 
that he loved not the world; otherwise, the Savior 
would not have described him as he did. In setting 
our course to a heavenly hereafter, we must never 
lose sight of this Christian characteristic, set forth as 
a command in 1 John 2:15: "Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 

Antipas was also a soul winner, since this is the 
duty of every Christian. Just as a mother might ob
tain much-needed medicine and then not give it to 
her seriously ill child, we must never be found guilty 
of withholding the remedy for curing sin-sick souls. 

18=oanil= 

A loving mother would never keep lifesaving medi
cine from her children •. . and neither should we fail 
to share God's saving word from those who so des
perately need it. 

It may also be said of Antipas that he never 
missed a Lord's Day worship. He would not have 
been considered a "faithful martyr" had he done so. 

Christ praised the faithful in Pergamos by stating 
that they "holdest fast my name, and hast not denied 
my faith." Every congregation is sorely in need of 
such men today ... but very few have manifested any 
greater faith than that exhibited by Antipas. · 

"Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain 
among you, where Satan dwelleth." Here is a divine 
recognition of service unknown to man. But in the 
world beyond, every Antipas will hear his name read 
aloud and know that his humble service was not for
gotten. And so it will be for all faithful followers in 
reward for their service while walking with the Mas
ter ... unseen by men, but lovingly recognized by our 
Heavenly Father. 400 Valencia Dr., #1223 

Maumelle, AR 72113 
acc49@yahoo.com 
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Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



Even Now, But Not Yet 
By Frazier Conley 

I f a car dealer were trying to sell you a car, he 
would probably let you test-drive it. He wants 
you try it out for a short period - not for three 

or four years. He hopes you will be enticed by the 
experience to buy the car. 

Movie-makers have long known the value of pre
views of coming attractions. They show a few of the 
dramatic scenes - not two-thirds of the movie. They 
want to lure you into seeing the whole movie. 

Sometimes at the grocery stores there will be free 
samples of food such as cheese or sausage. They give 
you a taste hoping you will want more. They don't 
give you a whole meal, just enough to whet your ap
petite. 

Christians also enjoy a preview. They have a 
foretaste of the greatness of their salvation. The 
writer of Hebrews speaks of certain Christians who 
"were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and 
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 
age to come" (Heb. 6:4-5). He implies that in Christ 
one can enjoy a sample of the full blessings of the age 
to come, but that Christians do not yet possess these 
blessings in fulfillment (and of course, only the apos
tolic generation enjoyed the "powers"). Therefore, 
in the present hour, our situation is "even now, but 
not yet." 

Even Now, Satan and the Powers of Darkness 
Have Been Defeated 

And the seventy returned with joy, saying, 
Lord, even the demons are subject unto us in 
thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld Sa
tan fallen as lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread upon ser
pents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy: and nothing shall in any wise hurt 
you (Luke 10:17-19). 

When Jesus saw his ministry beginning to suc
ceed, he saw the defeat of Satan. The cross would be 
the deciding battle. "Now is the judgment of this 
world, now shall the ruler of this world be cast out" 
Uohn 12:31). So even now Satan and his cohorts are 
defeated, but not finally and completely. The Chris
tian still has to fight. 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we are not contending against flesh 
and blood, but against the principalities, 
against the powers, against the world rulers 
of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. Stand there
fore, having girded your loins with truth, and 
having put on the breastplate of righteous
ness, and having shod your feet with the 
equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all 
these, taking the shield of faith, with which 
you can quench all the flaming darts of the 
evil one (Eph. 6:11-16). 

Christ has won the decisive battle in the war. It 
is accomplished. Paul speaks of "the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to pass away" (1 Cor. 2:6). 
There are evil powers. They are doomed, but they 
still rule in this age. Victory is certain, but the war
fare still rages. We are engaged in a mopping-up ac
tion, and we can still become individual casualties. 
Yes, Satan is even now defeated, but not fully and 
completely until the last day. 

Even Now We Have Tasted the Good Age to Come 
We can see the dawning of the new age. "I am writ
ing you a new commandment, which is true in him 
and in you, because the darkness is passing away 
and the true light is already shining" (1 John 2:8). 
The beginning of the new age is starting to brighten 
the eastern sky. However, we still live in the present 
evil age. Christ "gave himself for our sins to deliver 
us from the present evil age" (Gal. 1:4). Christ has 
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delivered us. The true light is shining. But we con
tinue to live an age that partakes of evil. We are in 
the in-between time, the twilight of one age and the 
dawn of another - even now, but not yet. 

Even Now We Enioy the Gift of the Holy Spirit 
"We have become partakers of the Holy Spirit" 
(Heb. 6:4). We have the first installment. 

In him you also, who have heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have 
believed in him, were sealed with the prom
ised Holy Spirit, which is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 
to the praise of his glory (Eph. 1:13-14). 

The word guarantee means an "earnest, a de
posit, a pledge, or a sample., We have the down-pay
ment, but not the balance. We have the first-fruits of 
the Spirit. "[W]e ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption 
as sons, the redemption of our bodies" (Rom. 8:23 ). 
We are enjoying the first products of the harvest of 
the Spirit now, but the great harvest is to come later. 
Even now we have the Holy Spirit, but we do not yet 
possess the fullness that is to come later. 

Even Now We Enjoy Fellowship with God's People 
We meet together and enjoy the blessings of Christ. 
"Not forsaking our own assembling together, as the 
custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and 
so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh" 
(Heb. 10:25). We have an assembly here, a fellow
ship. We sing together. We pray together. We study 
together. We love one another. We support one an
other. But we do not yet have the full fellowship we 
shall finally enjoy. We still become separated by time, 
by distance, by death, by human failures, by misun
derstandings. The perfect fellowship is to come at 
the day of the Lord. Paul speaks in 2 Thessalonians 
2:1, "[C]oncerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our assembling to meet him." In 1 
Thessalonians 4:17, he says, "we who are alive, who 
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are left, shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall 
always be with the Lord." There is a great gathering 
time coming. How wonderful to be joined in a per
fect fellowship and communion with all of God's 
people forever. Even now we enjoy a measure, a 
taste, of that fellowship. We ought to make as much 
of it as possible. But not yet do we fully have what is 
in store in the future - even now, but not yet. 

Even Now We Enjoy the life of the World 
to Come, a Spiritual life 

The scripture affirms that now we possess life. 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me, has eternal life; he does 
not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life" Uohn 5 :24). We have life, even eternal life. 
But not yet finally, for the scriptures also say, "Now 
that you have been set free from sin and have be
come slaves of God, the return you get is sanctifica
tion and its end, eternal life" (Rom. 6:22). Life only 
comes fully at the very end. The seed of the life of 
the new world is already the Christian's. He may fall 
away from it. He may yet lose it. But if he does not 
have a measure of that eternal life now, he will never 
obtain it. Even now we have life, but death is the last 
enemy. "For he must reign until he has put all his en
emies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death" (1 Cor. 15 :25-26). Even now we possess 
eternal life, but not yet in its finality. 

Even Now We Are New Creations in Christ 
We Have Been Born Anew 

"Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new cre
ation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has 
come" (2 Cor. 5:17). The new creation has begun. 
"You have been born anew not of perishable seed but 
of imperishable, by the living and abiding word of 
God" (1 Pet. 1:23). But this newness of life is not yet 
in its fullness and completeness. 

We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in travail together until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan in
wardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience (Rom. 8 :22-25) . 

Our souls are redeemed, but we wait expectandy 
for the redemption of our bodies. We wait to be 
made completely new. On the last day, God will 



make everything new. ''And he who .sat upon the 
throne said, "Behold, I make all things new" (Rev. 
21 :5). Even now we are renewed in Christ, but not 
yet is everything made new in its fullness. 

Even Now We Are Citizens of the Heavenly City 
"But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3:20). 
There is a very real spiritual sense in which we al
ready walk those golden streets. We have already 
initiated our citizenship there. But we realize that we 
are still traveling on the asphalt roads of this present 
world. We are still citizens of this sordid and terres
trial country. Not yet are we celestial beings with life 
eternal. "For here we have no lasting city, but we 
seek the city which is to come" (Heb. 13:14 ). Even 
now we are citizens of that heavenly .city - but not 
yet fully. 

Even Now We Can Live Up to the Ethical Standards 
of that Glorious Life in Heaven 

In heaven God's will is done perfectly. "Thy king
dom come, thy will be done on earth as in heaven" 
(Matt. 6:10). And even now we try to translate the 
perfect life of the kingdom of God in heaven to our 
earthly lives. "For the kingdom of God is not food 
and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit" (Rom. 14: 17). Though we try to walk in 
the light in every way, we know that we still fail. "We 
all make many mistakes" Games 3 :2). Every day we 
should pray, "Forgive us our trespasses." We are not 
altogether changed, but we are being changed. '~nd 
we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one 
degree of glory to another; for this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:18). In the final day 
we will be made wholly righteous. "For through the 
Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of righteous
ness" (Gal. 5 :5). Not yet are we perfectly doing 
God's will, but even now we are attempting to live 
according to those final glorious standards. 

Even Now We Are in the Kingdom 
"He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and translated us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son" (Col. 1:13 ). But not yet do we enjoy the king
dom altogether. The early apostles were always 
"strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and saying that 
through many tribulations we must enter the king
dom of God" (Acts 14:22). Paul tells us of his future. 
"The Lord will rescue me from every evil and save 

me for his heavenly kingdom" (2 Tim. 4:18). Even 
now we are in God's kingdom, but not yet as we will 
be. 

Even Now, We Are God's Children 
"The Spirit himself bear[s] witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God" (Rom. 8:16). We as 
Christians are indeed sons of God. Who would dis
pute it? But there is a fulfillment yet to come. "[W]e 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies" (Rom. 8:23). Even now 
we are sons, but not yet with the entirety we shall 
enjoy. 

Condemnation Has Come Upon Some Already 
Of certain opponents of the gospel Paul said, in 1 
Thessalonians 2:16, "But God's wrath has come 
upon them at last!" Again he said, in Romans 1:18, 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who 
by their wickedness suppress the truth." Here are 
some who suffer already under God's sentence of 
condemnation, but not yet in all its fury. 

[T]he Lord jesus [will be] revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance upon those who do not 
know God and upon those who do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord jesus. They shall suffer 
the punishment of eternal destruction and ex
clusion from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his might, when he comes 
on that day (2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

That is the final wrath. Not yet in its fullness, but 
even now the wrath of God has come upon some. 

Even Now We Are Saved 
God has "saved us and called us with a holy calling" 
(2 Tim. 1 :9). But not yet are we totally and utterly 
saved. "Since, therefore, we are now justified by his 
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 
wrath of God" (Rom. 5 :9). We are saved, but in its 
completeness it is still future. 

The blessings of Christ have been achieved, with
out being fully manifested. But they have been mani
fested, in this life, here and now. Even in this life we 
can see reflected the flickering fires of hell, or the 
slandered rays from the throne of heaven. Which 
destiny does your life reflect? It is up to each of us, 
but it has to begin now. P.O.Box7 

Whitewright, TX 75491 
fcon/ey@cableone.net 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he aim of religious liberals embedded in uni
versities operated by our brothers is to va
cate the high ground of unquestioned fidel

ity to the Bible. 
This generally begins by assuming superior un

derstanding and then calling into question the iner
rancy• of the original manuscripts of revealed wis
dom, which has the effect of denying the Bible has 
total power and authority over spiritual welfare, 
which gives rise to wobbly lack of conviction, and a 
willingness to compromise on every point of doc
trine. 

The religious liberals seek to denominationalize 
the church and force her into full fellowship with all 
professing Christian organizations, and perhaps with 
some non-Christian ones. 

That may sound extreme to your ears, but it is 
confirmed by the history of the restored church 
and demonstrated by those who "went out from 
us because they were not of us." The Bible speaks 
of "those who were once enlightened" but "fell 
away." 

To understand better the wrenching going on in 
the church today we need only to review what hap
pened to and in the church over the past few years. 

James DeForest Murch wrote a book, Christians 
Only, published by The Standard Publishing Com
pany, 1957, in which he undertakes to give a "com
prehensive but not too ponderous history of the 
American movement to restore the New Testament 
church in doctrine, ordinances, and life." 

Murch was a national figure. He was the founder 
of the Disciples of Christ Historical Society and the 
editor of United Evangelical Action, journal of the 
National Association of Evangelicals. He served as 
managing editor of Christianity Today. 

In his book, Murch, after describing the early 
struggles of godly men who turned from denomina-

tionalism to unadulterated Christianity, talks of the 
division that took place when liberals seized the 
agencies and universities of the restored church and 
turned to the left. 

He notes that in time the attempt to restore the 
ancient order was split into three parts. The ultra lib
eral Disciples of Christ (DOC), the Independent 
Christian Church (ICC), and the churches of Christ 
(COC). (Murch identified with the ICC and was of
fended by the irreligious liberalism of the Disciples 
of Christ.) 

Murch called the Disciples of Christ "the left
ists," the ICC "the centrists," and the churches of 
Christ "the rightest" - left, center, and right. 

When the division happened, the DOC and the 
ICC valiantly tried to hang together, but the DOC 
moved so far to the left the ICC had no choice but to 
get out. 

The final rift came when the Denver Interna
tional Convention in 1959 passed a resolution call
ing for "Brotherhood Restructure." The local 
churches were told to adopt "new charters and con
stitutions which recognize the superior extra-congre
gational authority of state and national bodies" 
(Christians Only, p. 291). 

Those who would not accept a hierarchy, de
clared themselves to be independent (ICC) of there
structured group (DOC). 

The COC stood by in speechless amazement as 
full-blown liberalism swept the DOC into compro
mise and eventual oblivion. 

Murch notes that J. W. McGarvey took issue with 
the liberal flood tide and stood foursquare against it. 
McGarvey, Murch wrote, "believed his Bible because 
of his approach in faith" while the liberal element in 
the church did not. At the death of McGarvey in 
1911 and others of the "old school ... the liberals 
moved in for the kill." 

1 If the original manuscripts (sometimes called "the autographs") were revealed to man by deity (God breathed), then those manuscripts are perfect, 
because God being eternal and infinite and good cannot give something that is flawed. The original manuscripts therefore had to be inerrant.~ To cast 

doubt on this- even to say that it is "not helpful" (See God's Holy Fire, ACU Press, p. 39-41) is the first step in discounting the Bible as absolutely 
authoritative in religious faith and practice. This is self-evident, and needs no more than a simple pronouncement. 
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Liberal educational strategists used many 
clever feints to keep the facts from the people 
who supported the schools, most of whom 
were evangelicals in dense ignorance of the 
battle going on behind the scenes. Some of the 
less honorable liberals (and there were many 
honorable and honest men among them) de
liberately misled inquiring brethren as to their 
stand on the issues. The favorite tactic, how
ever, was to assume an aggrieved demeanor 
because inquiry was made and faith ques
tioned, thus relieving the one questioned of 
the necessity of making a frank and honest an
swer (Christians Only, p. 243) 

Liberals have not abandoned this tactic. Open, 
free, frank discussion is not in the playbook of the lib
eral. He scoffs at anyone who has the audacity to ask 
pertinent and penetrating questions and either evades 
by using deceptive verbiage2, or of dismissively de
clines to participate in the discussion. 

The liberal is cautious and tentative in his state
ments because he knows that if he is forthright in 
stating what he thinks about Bible teaching, he 
would be immediately rejected by God-fearing 
people. 

A nineteenth century liberal wrote in the Chris
tian Register, "[L]et the truth slip into the back door 
of the mind unawares when the front entrance has 
been barricaded." Another article said, "Give them 
heresy in such a fashion that the very saints will not 
suspect it. Bad ethics, you say! I say very bad! But 
this is the only way in which hundreds of orthodox 
pulpits had to be held." 

The brilliant J. Gresham Machen, late Professor 
of New Testament in Westminster Theological Semi
nary, was most disappointed by the basic duplicity of 
religious liberals. He wrote: 

Few desires on the part of religious teachers 
have been more harmfully exaggerated than 
the desire to 'avoid giving offence.' Only too 
often that desire has come perilously near dis
honesty; the religious teacher, in his heart of 
hearts, is well aware of the radicalism of his 
views, but is unwilling to relinquish his place 
in the hallowed atmosphere of the Church by 
speaking his whole mind (Christianity Liber
alism, pp. 17-18). 

The same disappointment was expressed by Tho-

mas C. Oden when he turned from Secular Human
ism to unabashed faith in God and the revealed 
word. 

Gene Edward Veith made this cogent observa
tion: "[T]here is an urgent need, for example, to 
challenge the historicaVcritical approach to Scrip
ture, which has vitiated the authority of the Bible 
throughout the mainline denominations" (Postmod
ern Times, p. 221). 

The historicaVcritical approach is recommended 
in The Crux of the Matter (ACU Press, p. 162-163). 

This hankering to undermine the text of the 
Bible and view the sacred scriptures as recommenda
tion and not legislation is the backbone of liberalism. 
It urges respect for the Bible as a time-honored text, 
but not as the very word of very God. The Bible must 
be undercut if its doctrines are to be shredded. Iner
rancy is liberalism's bugaboo. 

We turn again to Murch's Christians Only to 
demonstrate that this attitude of downgrading Holy 
Writ was evident among the liberals that wrecked the 
restored church in the nineteenth century. 

Murch says the DOC was the extreme "Left in 
Discipledom" and was characterized by abandoning 
"the authority of the New Testament and its norma
tive pattern in all matters of religion" (p. 279). 

Murch points out the climate of the Christian 
community in America underwent an amazing change 
between 1809 and 1909. In describing the transition 
from "assuredly believing" the Bible to be the inerrant 
revelation of God to an attitude questioning and de
nying the entire reliability of "the word," Murch 
wrote: 

The process of destroying faith in the au
thenticity and credibility of the Scriptures in
volved all sorts of speculation. Leading higher 
critics developed the theory that a lost docu
ment, "the logia" or "Q" was the source of 
much of the Gospels .... The "tales of jesus 
were said to have been devised to meet the 
needs of Christian missionary endeavor of the 
early Hellenistic church ••. The Old and New 
Testament canon were held up to ridicule. 
Elohim and Yahweh were assumed to be tribal 
deities and not the true God. The trustworthi
ness of the Chronicles was impugned. Deuter
onomy was consigned to the seventh century 

2 As examples, liberalistic professors (a) refuse to engage the discussion on the inerrancy of the original manuscripts; (b) say that mechanical instru
ments of music in worship of God are wrong, but will not say such machines are sinful; (c) teach that baptism as taught in Acts 2:38 is "for" the re
mission of sins, but may use the word "for" in the sense of "because of" and not in the sense of "in order to obtain." Be sure these liberals know ex
actly what they doing - wittingly practicing such trickery. 

August 2004 23 
Jllrm FOUDdadoa 



B. C., and the idea of the Mosaic origin of all 
the institutions described in the Pentateuch 
was considered inadmissible. Old Testament 
prophecies of Christ were eliminated on the 
ground that there was no definite proof of 
specific relationship. 

[T]he Bible was to them (liberals) merely a 
historical record of the developing religious 
consciousness of the Jewish people. Liberals 
did not accept jesus as one to be worshiped 
but as an example, a prophet, a teacher, and a 
moral pioneer. They were willing to accept 
the religion of jesus as a means by which men 
can come to God, as jesus came to God, but 
not to accept the Biblical revelation about 
Jesus as the Son of God and himself very God, 
the only Savior of mankind.3 

Liberals made the cross merely a thought 
form of the apostolic era in which the truth of 
the love of God was demonstrated. The New 
Testament interpretation of the cross of Christ 
must pass even as the doctrine of the atone
ment had changed through the time of the 
scholastics and the Protestant reformers. 
Miracles, to the liberals, were merely the leg
endary clothing of a great man. They were the 
ages' high estimate of one who left a great im
pact on his contemporaries. In order to ex
press the greatness of his personality they 
clothed him in the supernatural habiliments of 
events that really did not occur or that prob
ably could be explained by natural law if all 
the facts were known (pp. 224-225). 

When liberalism came to full-flower, every New 
Testament doctrine from the virgin birth to the resur
rection were rejected. The DOC, in time, signed on 
to radical liberalism, joined the World Council of 
Churches, and enthusiastically promoted World 
Communism (which is today being touted as Global
ization). 

These were some of the heirs of the move to re
store the New Testament church. This group went 
from full faith to full apostasy. 

The heart-rending truth is that many in the 
church today, especially university professors, are on 
the same track and will arrive at the same station. 
They are liberals who do not hesitate to say that the 
new covenant just sort-of grew up like Topsey, and is 
the product of first-century sources ... just like "Q." 

If you doubt this, read what ACU's Professor 
Car_roll D. ~sburn wrote in The Peaceable Kingdom, 
nottng espectally what he said about the origin of the 

book. of jude. (He claimed it was copied from a 
pseudepigraphic writing called the "Books of 
Enoch.") 

The DOC, per Murch, took its first tottering 
steps into liberalism by advocating open member
ship. "It's theology lies in the realm of expediency 
and opinion, consequently exalting the liberty of the 
human mind. Leftists favor the universal practice of 
'open membership' as a practical demonstration of 
Christian Unity" (p. 279}. 

The Restoration plea has been abandoned •.•• 
Alfred T. DeGroot, in a series of lectures in 
Disciple history, attacked the Restoration con
cept of Christian unity. He caricatured it by as
sociating it with restoration movements in 
church history like Shakerism and Skoptism, 
and ridiculed all efforts at discovering apos
tolic missionary methods, church polity, or 
terms of salvation as a pattern for modern 
practice. DeGroot rejected Biblical revelation 
and proposed a "democratic search for truth." 
In closing the convention, Ronald E. Osborn 
declared, "It now seems clear that restora
tionism has been a misguided attempt at apos
tolicity" and insisted that "as we Disciples face 
the future there is nothing we can do of greater 
ecumenical significance than to develop a ra
tional churchy structure" (Christians Only, p. 
352). 

Murch observes: 

Liberal Disciples do not stop at merely re
jecting the Restoration plea; they go on to 
deny that the New Testament is in any distinc
tive and ultimate sense the Word of God and 
authoritative and normative in faith and prac
tice. They say there can be no unity of God's 
people as long as the Bible is given a place be
side Christ in the constitution of the church. 
To use it as such would make it a divider 
rather than a uniter of modern-day Christians. 

Biblical doctrines which form the vertebrate 
strength of the Christian religion are rejected. 
Disciple ecumenicists say that there must be 
no insistence upon any form of doctrine as es
sential to unity. God the Creator, divine fa
therhood, the incarnation and deity of Christ, 
the atonement, the resurrection, sin, salva
tion, faith, repentance, confession, baptism, 
divine judgment, heaven and hell, and all 
other Biblical doctrines without which there 
can be no distinctively Christian church are 
said to be the product of human imagination 
and without divine authority (p. 353). 

3 They wanted to leave open the possibility that Buddha and Mohammad and etc. might also be saviors of mankind. 
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Charles Clayton Morrison in his book, The Un-
finished Reformation, said: 

That the Christian faith requires the restora
tion of the details of the primitive church is a 
belief without any foundation either in the 
spirit or the letter of the New Testament. 
Those denominations which imagine they 
have restored it have only created a stereotype 
composed of a few arbitrarily selected fea
tures of the biblical pattern and omitted other 
far more important features. ..• The 
restorationist heresy has diverted the Chris
tian mind from the path of realism into a 
blind alley of fantasy. The church of the New 
Testament was the infant church; Protestant
ism should be the church grown up. 

The straws are in the wind . . . liberals in the 
churches of Christ today are advocating open mem
bership and mechanical instruments of music in wor
ship of God. They reject patternism, the inerrancy of 
the original manuscripts, and claim the Bible came 
from sources other than God. They are offended by 
the idea of law, commandments, statutes, codes, and 
regulations, and are not too sure about what to do 
with the pious un-immersed. 

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things that were heard, lest haply 
we drift away from them. For if the word spo
ken through angels proved steadfast, and ev
ery transgression and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward; how shall we es
cape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which 
having at the first been spoken through the 
Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard; God also bearing witness with them, 
both by signs and wonders, and by manifold 
powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac
cording to his own will (Heb. 2:1-4). 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Denver E. Cooper 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041.0785 

(304) 845-8001 

Murch made the observation: 

The right wing movement, the Churches of 
Christ, had so isolated itself from the main
stream of the Christian world and from the 
cultural and scientific movements of society in 
general that it was almost wholly unaffected 
by the controversy (emergence of liberalism). 
It was to reach the Churches of Christ later in 
the twentieth century when they were able to 
take advantage of the experiences, the strate
gies, and the victories of the evangelical schol
ars." 

"Son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus saith the 
Lord Jehovah: Wail ye, Alas for the day!" 

"Therefore thus saith Jehovah, the God of hosts, 
the Lord: Wailing shall be in all the broad ways; and 
they shall say in all the streets, Alas! Alas! and they 
shall call the husbandman to mourning, and such as 
are skilful in lamentation to wailing." 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Luke 
edited by Bill Cline 

The 1988 Firm Foundation commentary/lectureship 
book is two books fn one. It is both exegetical and homi
letical; a verse-by-verse commentary on the 24 chapters 
of Luke, plus 27 lectures based on Luke's wonderful ac
count written that men might "know the certainty concern
ing the things• which Christ said and did. The 51 manu
scripts in the book were written by 27 gospel preachers 
including Foy L. Smith. AI Brown. Jerry L. Martin, W. 
Wayne Coats. Bobby Liddell, Weldon Langfield, George 
W. DeHoff. Ira Y. Rice Jr •• J.T. Marlin. Joe Gilmore. Roy 
Deaver. Gary Colley. Jim Laws. W.S. Cline. H.A. (Buster) 
Dobbs, and others. LSAM01 hb 585 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Savior's Resurrection 
"That Ye May Know the Truth• 
The Lost Christ 
Withstanding Temptation and Rejection 
The Savior's Authority and Teachings 
What Went You Out to See? 
Excuses Are Only Lies 
Can You Recommend Your Religion? 
The Ruler Who Refused a Crown 
The Saviour's Rebukes 
The Olivet Discourse 
Accountable Stewardship 

$16.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 
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Heritage Christian University 

]]rdAnnual Evangelism Workshop 
-September 22·25, 2004-

1Medneaday,Sept.22 
7:00 a.m ....................... Breakfast- African Christian Schools Foundation 

v-13:30 a.myec. ................. The Art of Waking People Up .................................................................... Charles Hodge 
9:30 a.m ....................... Biblical Role Models for Todays Leaders .............................................. Wendell Winkler 

...................... Leading Ladies 1 ..................................................................................... Teresa Hampton 
10:30 a.m ....................... Practical Pointers for Today's Leaders ................................................... Wendell Winkler 

...................... Leading Ladies 2 ..................................................................................... Teresa Hampton 
1 :00 p.m ....................... Leadership Lessons From Nehemiah .................................................... Bill Goodpasture 
2:00 p.m ....................... Learning to Lead 1 ....................................................................................... Dennis Jones 

...................... Chosen by the Master 1 .................................................................................... Lisa Minor 
3:00 p.m ....................... Learning to Lead 2 ....................................................................................... Dennis Jones 

...................... Chosen by the Master 2 .................................................................................... Lisa Minor 
7:00 p.m ....................... How to Lead When You're Not in Charge ...................................................... Jerry Taylor 

Thur.sday,Sept.23 
7:00 a.m ....................... Breakfast- Nashville Inner City Ministry 
8:30 a.m ....................... What If Nobody Wants to Lead? ...................................................................... J.J. Turner 
9:30 a.m ....................... Leadership Skills for Todays Leaders .................................................... Wendell Winkler 

...................... Leading From the Pew ................................................................................... Jerry Taylor 

...................... Five Fundamentals of Effective Leadership ............................................. Alan Hutchison 

...................... Leading Your Family and Friends to Christ 1 .............................................. Ron Maynard 
10:30 a.m ....................... Today's Leaders Meeting Today's Needs .............................................. Wendell Winkler 
~ .................... The Heart of Serving .............................................................................. Russ Crosswhite 

...................... Mobilizing Men: A How-to Course That Works 1 ............................................ Steven Guy 

...................... Encouraging Leadership in Others 1 ......................................................... Betty Hamblen 
1:00 p.m ....................... Leading From Your Knees ........................................................................ Charles Hodge 
2:00p.m ....................... Maximizing Your Influence ............................................................................... J.J. Turner 

...................... Losing the Right to Lead ............................................................................... Klppy Myers 

...................... What Preachers Wish Brethren Knew About Preachers ............................. Eddie Harper 

...................... Encouraging Leadership In Others 2 ......................................................... Betty Hamblen 
3:00 p.m ....................... Creative Teaching: A Model Presentation ........................................................ Coy Roper 

.....- 7:00 p.m ....................... Opportunity In the Present Circumstances: Leading in My World ............... Lonnie Jones 
Friday, Sept. 24 

7:00 a.m ....................... Breakfast- HCU Admissions Department 
8:30a.m ....................... Profiles in Leadership ........................................................................................ V.P. Black 
9:30 a.m ....................... Are Leaders Born or Made? ........................................................................... David Jones 

...................... Leadership In the Restoration Movement ......................................................... Scott Harp 
v-::::: ................ Empowering God's People ........................................................................ Justo Dorantes 

...................... Leading Your Family and Friends to Christ 2 .............................................. Ron Maynard 
10:30 a.m ....................... What Brethren Wish the Elders Knew About Leadership ................................. V.P. Black 

...................... Leading God's People In a Humanistic World .............................................. James Farris 

...................... Mobilizing Men: A How-to Course That Works 2 ............................................ Steven Guy 

...................... Leading Ladles 3 .................................................................................. Sandra Humphrey 
1 :00 p.m.Z::...C.::: .............. Standing Tall: The Courage to Make a Difference ........................................ David Jones 
2:00 p.m ....................... Servant Leadership ........................................................................................ Willard Tate 

...................... Building Up Without Breaking Apart ............................................................. Eddie Harper 

.. ;;-............... What Elders Wish Brethren Knew About Leadership ........................................ Cecil May 
~ .................... Leading Ladles 4 .................................................................................. Sandra Humphrey 

3:00 p.m ....................... Alumni Keynote: Called to Greatness .................................................... Steve Cummings 
7:00 p.m ....................... You Can't Lead Any Better Than You Can Love ........................................... Willard Tate 

25 Septlembre - Lectures In Spanish 
9:00 a.m ....................... Adoracion 
9:30 a.m ....................... Desarrollando Los Llderes Que Estan Alrededor de Usted .......................... Rex Morgan 

10:30 a.m ....................... El Liderazgo de Jesus: Como Ser un Llder Servidor ......................... Benjamin Colunga 
12:30 p.m ....................... Adoraclon 
1 :00 p.m ....................... Saul: El Camino dellnsensato .......................................................................... Louie Rico 
2:00 p.m ....................... Jesus el Llder Modelo: Su Ejemplo Y Ensenanza Para Hoy ................ Jose C. Samudio 

Heritage Christian University • 3625 Helton Dr. • (P.O. Box HCU) • Florence, AL 35630 
_[256) 768-8610 • (800) 387-3585 • www.hcu.edu 
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Potpourri . •• 
One Nation Under God 

@Samuel Adams was an American revolutionary 
leader. He was a signatory to the Declaration of In
dependence (1776), and governor of Massachusetts 
(1794-1797). Adams wrote: 

[P]ray that the Light of the Gospel, and the 
rights of Conscience, may be continued to the 
people of United America; And that his Holy 
Word may be improved by them, so that the 
name of God may be exalted, and their own 
Liberty and Happiness secured. That he 
would be graciously pleased to bless our Fed
eral Government; that by a wise administra
tion, it may be a sure guide and safe protec
tion in national concerns, for the people who 
have established, and who support it. That 
He would continue to us the invaluable Bless
ings of Civil Liberty; guarding us against in
testine commotions; and enabling the United 
States, in the exercise of such Governmental 
powers, as are devolved upon them, so that 
the honor and dignity of our Nation, upon 
the Sea and the Land, may be supported, and 
Peace with the other Powers of the World, 
upon safe and honorable terms, may be main
tained. (We are indebted to Virgil Poe for send
ing us this quote, which shows once again were 
the founding fathers of our nation stood ... 
and where we ought to stand.) 

Among the 
Scholars 
by David W. Hester 

This volume ... represents a vast in· 
sight into the issues which churchs of 
Christ are facing and the "cunningly 
devised fables• used by false teachers to turn ears away 
from the truth. Written in meaningful sequence, it 
exposes those who pervert the gospel, warns against 
apaty and indifference, and calls faithful preachers and 
elders to a course of immediate action .... [and! should 
alert churches of Christ to those who ... would lead the 
church into apostasy. - Adron Doran 
BKB/01 167 pgs., paperback 

$7.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Pro-Abortion 
til Forty-eight congressmen who claim to be 

Catholic are mad. 
The four dozen pols signed a letter warning that 

the church risked causing "great harm" to itself if bish
ops denied Holy Communion to legislators who sup
port abortion wrongs and other abuses of human 
rights. 

"We do not believe it is our role to legislate the 
teachings of the Catholic Church," the deadly con
gressman sermonized. "For any of us to be singled 
out by any bishop by the refusal of communion or 
other public criticism because we vote in what we 
believe are the requirements of the United States 
Constitution and laws of our country, which we are 
sworn to uphold, is· deeply hurtful." 

Calipornia 
t~Out on the Left Coast, foes of the Second 

Amendment want to ban gun shows from a taxpayer
owned property but keep allowing a porn expo. 
"Foreplay got the nod over gunplay Wednesday by 
state senators deciding what types of shows to allow 
at the Cow Palace," the San Francisco Chronicle re
ported today. California Sen. Jackie Speier is having 
a cow over firearms shows at the Cow Palace in sub
urban Daly City. 

Speier's bill to ban the annual Exotic Erotic Ball 
was defeated. 

Exotic Erotic Ball, which touts itself as "the 
world's wildest and sexiest party," says in advertising 
for "entertainers": "Can you tie yourself into a pret
zel? Have you ever spent a major holiday being im
paled? Did you ever run off to join the circus and get 
rejected?" 

Sen. Bill Morrow reminded his colleagues, "You 
are voting to keep live sex acts in a state facility go
ing on." 

Vision of the Ages 
or Leetures on the Atloealypse 
A complete view of the book of Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 
hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Senate President Pro Tem john Burton of San 
Francisco shot back, "I've never heard of any kids on 
a playground killed by a live sex act." 

However, Sen. Dennis Hollingsworth of River
side County noted that two people had died at a rave 
at the Cow Palace in january. He asked Speier 
whether any gun show there had ever caused a death 
(NewsMax, May 21, 2004). 

In tlae Beginning 
O"In the beginning God"- that denies Atheism 

with its doctrine of no God. 
"In the beginning God"- that denies Polythe

ism with its doctrine of many gods. 
"In the beginning God created"- that denies 

Fatalism with its doctrine of chance. 
"In the beginning God created"- that denies 

Evolution with its doctrine of infinite becoming. 
"God created heaven and earth" - that denies 

Pantheism which makes God and the universe identi
cal. 

"God created heaven and earth" - that denies 
Materialism which asserts the eternity of matter. 

This first "testimony" of jehovah is not only a 
declaration of Divine truth, but a repudiation of hu
man error a. Sidlow Baxter). 

The Bible Translation Controversy 
Expanded Edition 
by Wayne Jackson 

Which translation of the Bible is the •righr transla
tion? Some view with suspicion most anyone who uses 
any Bible translation other than the King James 
Version. Others, with an equal lack of discernment, 
exhibit little Interest In a textually accurate edition of 
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1he Bible 
This is the greatest book on earth, 
Unparalleled it stands; 
Its author God, its truth Divine, 
Inspired in every word and line, 
Tho' writ by human hands. 
This is the living rock of truth 
Which all assaults defies. 
0' er every stormy blast of time 
It towers with majesty sublime; 
It lives, and never dies. 
This is the volume of the Cross; 
Its saving truth is sure; 
Its doctrine pure, its history true, 
Its Gospel old, yet ever new, 
Shall evermore endure. 

rile Bible 
Within this wondrous volume lies 
The mystery of mysteries; 
Happiest they of human race 
To whom their God has given grace 
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray, 
To lift the latch, to find the way; 
And better had they ne'er been born 
Who read to doubt, or read to scorn." 

- Sir ·walter Scott 

r6en and Now 
OWe must not think of the pre-Flood age as one 

of primitive crudity. The indications are that it was 
the most remarkable civilization our race has ever 
known. Human longevity in that era, uniformity of 
language, nearness to the original Divine revelation, 
and the freer communication between God and men 
-think what these must have meant. We get signifi
cant hints as to the arts and industries of that time in 
Genesis 4:20-24. But that first civilization, with its 
accumulations of knowledge and experience, its trea
sures of art and literature, its agriculture and indus
tries, is gone (from Explore the Book, by j. Sidlow 
Baxter). 

Note: With all of its advantages and bright po
tential, it fell because the people plunged into the 
sinkhole of sin under the delusion that man is wiser 
than God. 

Modern America and most of the world repre
sent another remarkable civilization. Will the Gen
esis mistake repeat? 
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Worlb Pondering 
0 Commenting on the ACLU suing the city of 

Los Angeles to remove a small cross from the city seal, 
claiming it was an unconstitutional establishment of 
religion, Gene Edward Veith made some interesting 
comments (World, June 12, 2004 ). Veith wrote: 

Many American cities are named for Roman 
Catholic saints. California has, according to a 
rough count from the atlas, 60 of them, from 
Santa Ana (St. Anne) to San Ysidro (St. 
Isador). And it isn't just California that does 
this. Missouri has 21 cities named after saints, 
from St. Louis to St. Genevieve. Texas has 27 
cities whose names begin with "St." or "San" 
or "Santa." 

Does that mean that Roman Catholicism is 
the established religion of those cities? Should 
Protestants who do not agree with veneration 
of saints file lawsuits against these cities? 

Then there are the place names that Protes
tants are fine with, but are clearly references 
to the Christian Bible: Bethlehem, Pa.; 
Goshen, Ind.; Canaan, Conn.; Zion National 
Park. There are at least half a dozen states that 
have a Bethany. 

Even if these might be permissible, surely it 
is an official establishment of religion to have 
place names that are direct references to the 
content of Christian belief. Santa Fe means 
"Holy Faith." Santa Cruz means "Holy 
Cross." Corpus Christi means "the Body of 
Christ." The Sangre de Cristo mountains in 
New Mexico are named after the "Blood of 
Christ." The meaning of these names is very 
clear to our many Spanish-speaking immi
grants in our increasingly multicultural soci
ety. And what about the Christian doctrines 
alluded to in plain English in places like 
Providence, R.I.? Or Trinity, Texas? And how 
can we allow Missouri, Kentucky, and Illinois 
to all have a 'Christian County'"? What about 
residents in those counties who are not Chris
tians? How does living in a county with such 
an exclusionary name make them feel? Lan
guage carries much more meaning than a 
mere visual image. Surely these words carry 
more of an explicit Christian meaning than a 
mere visual image. In order to achieve a 
purely religion-free public square, the ACLU 
really needs to tackle these names. 

Our good friend Elvin DeShazo, wants to know 
what the ACLU is going to do about all those crosses 
in Arlington National Cemetery in Washington D.C., 
or the crosses between which the poppies blow in 
Flanders Field. 

Firm Foundation Online 
http:/Jwww.bible-lnfonet.org/ 

Earl Davis 

OGood friend, Earl Davis, has ~een favoring us 
with clipping from the Chicago Tribune, and we pass 
on in succinct form the fruit of his labor. Thanks 
Earl! 

• A picture of an American soldier in Iraq be
ing baptized in an improvised pool of card
board boxes containing Meals Ready to Eat 
shows that service people on the battleline are 
concerned about eternity (4/29/04). 

• The Cedar Park Assembly of God Church in 
Chicago offers prayers for automotive 
miracles ... they are seeking to repair vehicles 
by direct divine intervention. "For the last five 
years, this has taken off all over the place," said 
Peter Leschuck, lead mechanic for the cars 
ministry at Willow Creek Community Church, 
in South Barrington (5/21/04). 

• Comic panel shows a consultant for a bridal 
store talking to a woman dressed in a wed
ding gown. The caption reads, "Is the groom 
male or female?" Another comic panel shows 
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a man and woman reading a letter from their 
daughter that said: "Mom and Dad, the army 
finally made a man out of me." 

• A concrete monument inscribed with the Ten 
Commandments was removed from the front 
lawn of the Duluth, Mn. Courthouse. The 
monument, in place since 1957, was ordered 
removed after a deal between the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Minnesota and the 
Duluth City fathers was approved by a federal 
judge (5/15/04 ). Reminds us of a story in 
NewsMax Magazine Uune 2004) which delin
eates the Hollywood frenzy to get rid of the 
Christian religion. Whoopi Goldberg com
plained about President Bush, asking, "Wait a 
minute, is this man leading this country as an 
American or is he leading the country as a 
Christian?" It would not, of course, occur to 
Goldberg that he might be leading the nation 
as an American who is first and foremost a 
Christian. 

• Columnist Ellen Goodman, who is pro-abor
tion (she says, pro-choice) talked about the 
bad old days when 10,000 women a year died 
of illegal abortions. That statistic turned out 
to be a guess on the part of people pushing 
the abortion agenda. The fact is that in 1972, 
a pre-legal-abortion year, 39 women died of 
illegal abortions ... not many more than die 
of legal abortions today. Goodman reports 
that "our country still has 3 million unin
tended pregnancies a year and half of them 
end in abortions" (5/13/04 ). Thank about that 
... one million five hundred thousand inno
cent babies slaughtered every year. Look at 
how I phrased that and try to figure out if I 
am pro-life or pro-abortion. 

• Margie Wylie in an article ("Transhumanists 
put their faith in technology") reported, "Hu
manity is on its way out. Post-humanity -
technologically enhanced and perhaps even 
immortal - is coming. The stuff of science 
fiction is creed to transhumanists a diverse 
group of technological optimists who advo
cate the transformation of homo sapiens into 
a new species, one better than human" (5/28/ 
04). Shades of Huxley's Brave New World, 
which never came about, thank God. 

• MTV Networks, the Viacom-owned com
pany that oversees MTv, Nickelodeon~ VH1, 
Comedy Central and other youth-oriented 
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television networks, announced that it would 
launch a new cable channel aimed at gay, bi
sexual and transgender viewers. The program 
is to be launched February 2005. Judy 
McGrath, president of MTV Networks Music 
and Comedy Group, said, "The 15 million 
gay people in the U.S. collectively hold $485 
billion in projected buying power, and are ac
tively sought by advertisers. American Air
lines, US Airways, Coors and General Motors 
are potential advertisers that "care about 
reaching the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender market" (5/26/04). A word to the 
wise is sufficient. 

• Stating that someone is homosexual does not 
amount to libel or slander, particularly in 
light of new court decisions granting homo
sexuals more rights, U.S. District Judge 
Nancy Gertner has ruled {5/26/04). 

• Kathleen Parker's commentary said, "The 
American women of Abu Ghraib prison have 
put to eternal rest any notion that girls are 
made of sugar 'n' spice and prompted a flurry 
of possible answers to the question: How 
could women have done such things?" Parker 
raised her own question of, "What were 
women doing there in the first place? ... 
Whose brilliant idea was it to place women in 
positions of power over male prisoners? No 
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single person can be blamed, most likely, as 
the lie that makes men and women equal in 
all things is a culture-wide deceit (6/2/04). 

• A Montreal archbishop was elected as new 
leader of the Anglican Church of Canada, say
ing later he personally favors blessings for 
same-sex couples (6/1/04). 

• COPENHAGEN - A Lutheran minister, 
Thorkild Grosboell, who proclaimed last year 
that there was no God or afterlife was sus
pended and then reinstated when he retracted 
his statement. Grosboell has been suspended 
for a second time for repeating from the pul
pit his denial of God and eternity (6/11/04). 

• WINDHOEK, Namibia - In this African na
tion homosexuality is considered unnatural, 
un-Christian and un-African. The government 
says homosexuality is a European import. A 
government official has written a treatise de
scribing how homosexuals can be cured by 
sawing off the top of the skull and washing 
the brain with a chemical solution (6/9/04). 
Yep, that would do it. 

• It takes 10 to 15 tries to abort an internal fe
tus by tearing it limb from limb. Dismember
ment doesn't always work well. One abortion 
doctor explained in a New York trial. "So one 
of the common technical challenges of dis
memberment (internal abortion) is what is 
called a free-floating head or a head that has 
become disattached and needs to be removed . 
... And technically it is difficult to grasp the 
head; it is round, it slips out of the instru
ments that we generally use." At this point the 
judge interrupted to ask a series of questions: 
Judge: What kind of instrument? Answer: An 
instrument, a large pair of forceps that have a 
round, serrated edge at the end of it, so that 
they were able to bring them together and 
crush the head between the ends of the instru
ment. Judge: Is the instrument used to crush 
the head like the cracker they use to crack a 
lobster shell? Answer: No ... It would be like 
the end of tongs that are combined that you 
use to pick up salad." Judge: Except here you 
are crushing the head of a baby? Answer: Cor
rect. Judge (later); Ever see the feet moving 
while doing this? Answer: Yes. Judge (still 
later): Does the fetus feel pain? Answer: Hem
ming and hawing. Judge: Does it ever cross 
your mind when you are doing a dismember-

ment that the baby might feel pain? No an
swer. Simple question, Doctor. Does it cross 
your mind? Answer: Does the fetus having 
pain cross your mind? Judge: Yes. Answer: 
No. Judge: Never crossed your mind? An
swer; No" (6/7/04). 

We again acknowledge our debt to Earl Davis of 
Chicago. 

Jihad 
OGene Edward Veith (World magazine, June 19, 

2003) made this observation: 
According to Islam - and this is orthodox 

Islam - after death a person's deeds are 
weighed in a balance: Those whose evil deeds 
outweigh the good deeds they performed in 
their lives are thrown into hell. If the good 
deeds outweigh the evil deeds, the person will 
be accepted into paradise. But it is impossible 
to know whether one's deeds are sufficient for 
salvation. 

But those who wage jihad, holy war, against 
non-Muslims can have their sins forgiven. Dy
ing as a "martyr" while killing the enemies of 
Allah is about the only way a person can be 
assured of going to paradise. 

For a criminal weighed down by his bad 
deeds, knowing that he faces certain damna
tion, the gospel of jihad will appear as very 
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good news indeed. And he doesn't even have 
to change his ways. Rather, he can feel self
righteous, even as he retains his vices, giving 
his life meaning as he strikes at the infidels by 
stealing from them, selling them drugs, or 
blowing them up. 

Takfir wal Harja (is a Muslim sect and an 
offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood) shows 
how a legalistic religion can be twisted to jus
tify sin. It is reminiscent of the thugee, the 
Hindu sect that committed murder as a sacri
fice to the god Kali, from which we get the 
word thug. Takfir may have a direct rela
tionship to the hashishiyyin, the Muslim sect 
that would consume hashish as a prelude to 
the murder of enemy leaders, from which we 
get the word assassin. 

Postmodernists, relativists, and ecumenical 
types who believe that all the world's religions 
are essentially the same and all equally benefi
cial should consider the Takfirs. Before the 
Takfirs get hold of them. 

Politically Corred? 
$A Los Angeles Times critic is up in arms because 

the paper changed the "pro-life" language in his re
view of an opera - and the opera had absolutely 
nothing to do with abortion. 

According to LA Observed, critic Mark Swed's 
review of the Richard Strauss opera "Die Frau Ohne 
Schatten," which described the work as "an incom
parably glorious and goofy pro-life paean," was al
tered to say "anti-abortion" instead of "pro-life." 

While the opera extols motherhood, it makes no 
references to abortion, and Swed was in a sweat over 
the Times altering his writing to imply something he 
had not inferred. 

Of course, the same editor never would have 
considered it necessary to change the phrase "pro
choice" to "pro-abortion." 

4 Wing and a Prayer 
fl Many professing Christians try to share the 

gospel with fellow passengers on airplanes, but Ca
nadian nationals, Yohan Heenatigala and Komal 
Singh, both Pentecostal preachers, spooked some 
folks on a May 26 Continental Airlines flight. 

The Reuters news service reports that as their 
plane was departing from Buffalo, they told passen
gers, "Your last breath on earth is the first one in 
heaven as long as you are born again and have Jesus 
in your heart." Passengers, apparently concerned 
about terrorism, alerted the crew, and the captain 
turned the plane around. The FBI found the two 
preachers "were not malicious," and allowed them 
to continue their trip. 
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Marriage 
0 Under court order, Massachusetts began to is

sue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. The first 
couple to be married in Provincetown says theirs is 
an open marriage. One of the partners, Jonathan 
Yarbrough, a bisexual, told the Boston Herald that a 
lifetime commitment is "overrated" and that it is 
"possible to love more than one person and have 
more than one partner - not in the polygamist 
sense." No doubt many of the same-sex couples get
ting married intend to stay together, and be faithful, 
for life. But there is a certain kind of sense to 
Yarbrough's view. At the root of the older conception 
of marriage, now rejected by the Massachusetts 
courts as outmoded, was the biological joining to
gether of two people: a joining that could in prin
ciple be achieved only by the combination of one 
man and one woman. For the Massachusetts courts, 
marriage is primarily an emotional commitment. It is 
mere sentimentality and prejudice that insist that 
such bonds can involve only two people. There is no 
principled reason to reject "open~ marriage, an idea 
that is hardly even comprehensible on the older view 
of things, nor any principled reason to aspire toward 
forever. The law is a teaching instrument, and some 
people are already learning the new lessons. If the 
Constitution is not amended to stop them, courts 
will continue to unravel the institution (National Re
view, May 31, 2004 ). 
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Winning af All Cosf 

tlSix former Rice University football players 
have said they were taken regularly to strip clubs and 
given alcohol while they were still in high school. 
Rice's coach and athletic director say they know 
nothing about where players might have taken re
cruits. 

Gef fhis look 
tli would guess that most people don't think 

much, and don't want to think much, about homo
sexuals, what they do in bed, and how they live. This 
is possibly offensive to gays who want to be thought 
about, noticed, and, as it is said, taken seriously. 
Most people want the same. A complication is that 
heterosexuals do not want to be viewed as knowing 
much about homosexuality, lest their too-much
knowing be deemed suspect. "You know so much 
about gays and their lifestyle." Followed by an un
spoken, "What is it with you?" This leaves people 
who are opposed to, say, gay marriage at a distinct 
disadvantage, having conceded that gays are the ex
perts on all things related to homosexuality. Enter 
Getting It Straight: What the Research Shows about 
Homosexuality, recently published by the Family Re
search Council. The special usefulness of this 144-
page book is that it confines itself to what the ex
perts say, citing, usually without comment, the per
tinent texts from the most prestigious academic jour
nals on the causes of homosexuality, practices of the 
gay world, health risks attending those practices, 
children raised by homosexuals, and the link be
tween homosexuality and the sex abuse of minors. 
As debates about homosexuality heat up - in the 
public square and over the kitchen table - readers 
may want to have this valuable book at hand. It. is 
available, for a five dollar contribution, from the 
Family Research Council, 801 G Street Nw, Wash
ington, D.C. 20001. 

Jews and Homosexuality 
OA San Francisco rabbi says that same-sex mar

riage is consistent with "Jewish history in a way that 
is radical and yet also very traditional." Don't ask, he 
can't tell. The influential Israeli journalist Hillel 
Halkin is not amused at the way in which American 
Jews are rallying to the cause of same-sex marriage. 
Of Israelis, he writes, "It makes about as much sense 
to them to say that homosexuals should be granted 
marriage licenses in the name of human equality as it 
would make sense to say that it is discriminatory to 
withhold driver's licenses from people who can't 

drive." The result is a great and growing "Jewish Di
vide" between Israeli and American Jews. Israelis see 
the Bush administration "as the most sympathetic to 
them ever to hold power in Washington, while 
American Jews view it as a menace to liberal social 
values." In taking the wrong side in an American 
Kulturkampf, says Halkin, '~merican Jews seem al
ready to have crossed the Rubicon." 

Guess Who Came for Dinner 
~Just as Germans have been congratulating 

themselves upon at last becoming a "normal" society, 
there was that unsettling incident of the fellow who 
advertised for men who wanted to have sex, after 
which it was understood that they would be killed 
and eaten. He had over a period of weeks consumed 
forty pounds of one volunteer before he was ar
rested. The courts were in something of a quandary 
about the charges to be brought since it was, after all, 
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consensual. He was finally sentenced to five years 
and will actually spend some time in jail. "There are 
standards that must be upheld," said a prosecutor. 

Anything Goes 
!9>Meanwhile, in Frankfurt, Dr. Gunther von 

H agens' dead body museum continues to be enor
mously popular. He artistically exhibits human ca
davers, whole and artfully arranged in cross sections. 
In February, however, there was a public flap when it 
was charged that some of his cadavers were pur
chased from China and had holes in the back of their 
skulls. In China, the condemned are forced to kneel 
and are then dispatched with a bullet in the back of 
the head. In response to the charges, Dr. Hagens 
said, "T~e likelihood is very slim, but I cannot rule it 
our. After all, it is possible that you have a corpse in 
your cellar and do not know it." On a happier note, 
he says that at first he worried that the charges might 
hurt attendance at his lucrative museum. "Some 
people might say, 'That's a scandal,' but in the long 
run it won't matter." According to the newspaper ac
count, "On a recent afternoon, visitors seemed so 

A~ I{'EOLCXjY 1 Archaeology nrr ~~E~T I and the Old Testament 

-

- I by Alfred J. Hoerth 
Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. I After exploring the nature of archaeology 

lfRfll l 10 RT and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
A 

1 1 
:i 

1 surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo· 
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0·8010·1129-9 Hardback, 448pgs. 

$44.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

Alll:IIAH)I(~iY 1 Archaeology 
lt~A~E~NT ~ and the New Testament 

•

. - I by John McRay 
:i~ - Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 

D a leading archaeologist explores what is 
n . · . :___ now known of the New Testament world and 
---•• what archaeology can and cannot tell us 

P tN,\t!l" about it. 0-8010-6267-5 Hardback, 432 pgs. 

$39.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

$8.50 s&h for both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

3 4 August 2004 
Finn Foundation 

distracted by the cadavers that no one bothered to 
ask where the bodies had come from." We are a won
derfully resilient species. In the long run, you can 
count on people to get used to anything. 

Adult Language 

®As a folksinger once sang, "How many roads 
must an individual walk down before you can call 
them an adult?" Well, that's not exactly the line from 
Bob Dylan's "Blowin' in the Wind," but it gets the 
job done and avoids offending the excruciatingly 
sensitive. A couple of years ago, the New York State 
Education Department became a laughingstock 
when it was revealed they had bowdlerized even clas
sics such as Mark Twain, Franz Kafka, and Walt 
Whitman to remove potentially offensive words 
from textbooks. Candace de Russy, a trustee of the 
State University, investigated and found out that the 
censors had a definite policy: "We may not always 
understand why a certain word hurts. We don't have 
to. It is enough that someone says, 'That language 
doesn't respect me.' That is, if any word or phrase is 
likely to give offense, no matter how far-fetched, it 
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Satinover, M.D., Robert P. George, Janet Smith, Hadley 
Arkes, Gerard Bradley, Michael Pakaluk, David Coolidge. 

Christopher Wolfe is a professor of political science at 
Marquette Univers ity in Milwaukee and the president of the 
American Public Philosophy Institute. 

1-890626-23-6 paperback, 320 pgs., index and notes 

$15.95 • $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



should be deleted." Among excisions are any refer
ence to a person's age, ancestry, disability, ethnicity, 
nationality, physical appearance, race, religion, sex, 
or sexual proclivities. Also to be replaced: "grandfa
ther clause," "ghetto," "alumna," "alumni," "alum
nus," "white collar," "blue collar," "pink collar," 
"teenager," "senior citizen," "underprivileged," "un
married," "widow," "widower," and, of course, 
"man." One oddity here is that some of those terms, 
such as "underprivileged" and "senior citizen," not 
so long ago entered the language in order to avoid 
hurting the feelings of, in these instances, the poor 
and old. But it gets even odder, as explained by 
Diane Ravitch, author of The Language Police 

Thus the great irony of bias and sensitivity re
viewing. It began with the hope of encourag
ing diversity, ensuring that our educational 
materials would include people of different 
experiences and social backgrounds. It has 
evolved into a bureaucratic system that re
moves all evidence of diversity and reduces 
everyone to interchangeable beings whose dif
ferences we must not learn about making non
sense of literature and history along the way. 

Student's Rights 
@David Horowitz is pressing a proposal that has 

thrown many academics into a tizzy. He wants uni
versities to adopt an Academic Bill of Rights that will 
assure, amidst a multitude of other diversities, "intel
lectual diversity." Everybody in the academy is fer
vently devoted to diversity, until you put "intellectu
al" in front of the word. The eminent and self-de
scribed sophist Stanley Fish does not like the 
Horowitz proposal one little bit. It is, he says, a 
"Trojan horse of a dark design" to infiltrate conser
vatives into positions of academic influence. On 
campuses, says Fish, the culture wars are being won 
by those who promote women's studies, Latino stud
ies, African-American studies, postmodern studies, 
gay-lesbian-transgender studies, and the like. But 
their critics have won the war of public opinion, 
convincing Americans that "our colleges and univer
sities are hotbeds (what is a 'hotbed' anyway?) of 
radicalism and pedagogical irresponsibility where 
dollars are wasted, nonsense is propagated, students 
are indoctrinated, religion is disrespected, and pa
triotism is scorned." Horowitz's Academic Bill of 
Rights, Fish declares, would inaugurate the oppres
sive rule of ideological "balance" when the only pur
pose of a university is "to seek the truth." It is hard 
to know what to make of Fish's protest. In other 
writings, he is scornfully dismissive of the idea that 

there is such a thing as "the truth." Maybe it is just 
that Fish likes the academy's domination by insouci
ant nihilisms and doesn't want to see that chal
lenged. Of course Horowitz is a conservative and 
would like to see more people in the academy chal
lenging the likes of Fish. His proposal is a very odd 
Trojan horse, however, since no secret is made of its 
intent. Stanley Fish, sophist that he is, is never hap
pier than when people say it is hard to know what to 
make of what he says. As for the meaning of "hot
bed," I trust that Professor Fish is not above resort
ing to a dictionary where it is defined as "a bed of 
soil heated by fermenting manure." FF 

The 
Collapse 
of 
Evolution 
by Scott M. Huse, Ph.D. 

The author goes to geology, physics, mathematics, biology, 
and anthropology in order to establish the scientific validity of 
creation and the flood. Dr. Huse critiques commonly cited 
"proofs" of evolution. Well written and easy to read, the third 
edition includes numerous revisions, plus two new chapters 
on astronomy and archaeology. 0-8010-5774-4 pb, 224 pgs. 

$14.99 
$4.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Challenging Dangers 
of Modern Versions 
by Robert R. Taylor Jr. 

Enlarged third edition. A practical guide to help 
you discover the dangers found in many modern 
versions of the Bible . Thirteen chapters and 7 
appendices covering every aspect of the dangers 
in many new versions of the Bible. Study 
questions at the end of each chapter to aid in 
personal review or to enhance classroom 
participation. Updated to cover the latest ver
sions such as the Reader's Digest Bible and the 
New Revised Standard Version. Includes a brief 
evaluation of 14 well-known versions to help in 
selection a personal study Bible. paperback, 267 
pgs. 0935881085 

$9.95 Plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.75% 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: From which side of man was the rib 
taken when God made woman? Does man now 

have fewer ribs on one side than on the other? Or 
does a man have fewer ribs than a woman? 

Answer: All the information that the Bible gives 
on this subject is found in the words, ''And He 

took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its 
place" (Gen. 2:21). There is no way, therefore, to 
know from which side the rib came. 

Normally both men and women have the same 
number of ribs on each side. That is, of course, to be 
expected. If a rib is removed from a man today, that 
does not mean his children will be born with one less 
rib. Acquired characteristics are not passed along via 
the DNA, some evolutionary theories to the contrary 
not withstanding. 

Ancient mythologies are fi lled with such "expla
nations" of how physical peculiarities came to be, 
but the Bible's divine origin is further attested by the 
fact that, though it is also ancient, it does not deal in 
such fancifu l notions. 

Faulk11er U11iversity 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

"What's written in this little book is based on the conviction that 
nothing in life is more important than a thorough knowledge of the 
Bible. But ... for one to know, he must learn. And studying must 
precede the learning. It is obvious, therefore, that studying the 
Bible is tremendously important. It is one thing for one to study, 
and another thing for one to study effectively." This book will 
teach you to be an effective student of God's Word. BKAD01 

88 pages • paperback 

-$6.00-
$2.75 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 
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Cotham-Davis Debate 
on the Godhead and Miracles Today 
Swainsboro, Georgia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'i 
The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person, namely, Jesus Christ 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced in the early days of the 
church are for believers today. 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelatio.n to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback, 234 pgs. BDCR03 .................................... $7.95 

Cotham -John Debate 
on Miracles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50 s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Peter John 
The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue in the 
church today 
Affirm: Peter John, Amble Church, Amble, Michigan 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 .................................... $5.00 

Perry B. Cotham 
and John llartley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-April2, 1980 

$3.00 s&h 

Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue in the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

Paperback, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ...................................... $5.00 

Texas residents add 6.75% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

$3.00 s&h 



Directory St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith-
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. ..... 
Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). h f 
Redwater - Churc o Christ, Box 229, 75573, 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 

-Missouri-

(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-

3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L Laux (907) Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866· on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. S Dallas Co., Lancaster- Cold Springs Church 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-

h Raytown _ Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Wasilla - Valley Church of C rist, P.O. Box ('h · f 1 35) 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) RidgeBivd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 p.m. mt. east 0 

-

373-5583 h. - Virginia -
-010-

-Aiabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scon 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
778-8955 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- California - - South Carolina -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-7~ off exit 81. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Give Firm Foundation as a gift 

1·888·367·6216 

Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

g)anteC a S(>ropftet of God 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Cari119 & Sliari"9 
Ne1~vsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

{800) 288-2044 



Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged editio11) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol end wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 57/o'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
·to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5\4') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse·by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
l'cstcrday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 
Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 pius $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.75% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The planofthe lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. Also 
discussed arc the extremes of the "liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&lr 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still , 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preochers. Other 

church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being cha rged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Fulltime, experienced p reacher needed for 
congregation of 135 av. and growing. O nly sound 
congregation in town of 70,000. Must be biblically 
sound, family man, with enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost. We are a 50!50 black/white congregation 
with VBS, area Bible Bowl, radio program, jail 
ministry, Bible call, extensive Bible correspondence, 
gospel meetings, summer youth minister, and other 
works. Inquiries must include r~surne, audio/video 
of recent sermon, and Bible class teaching, current 
family picture with references. Send ro Elders, 
Hollywood Road Church of Christ, P.O. Box 117, 
Sra. 2, Houma, LA 70360. 

Congregation of 70-80, 3 elders, 2 deacons, church 
secretary. Opportunities for growth, spiritual and 
physical unlimited. Must be mission minded and 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (11 8 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
-Q'l>c¥-- Genuine black leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
• Gold edges 
• size 43/• • x71A"x 3fa' 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Large Print New Testament 
• Hardcover 
• 12 pt. type 
• size 6' x 9' 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 
• Nsmeln gold ................. $5.50/llne 
• No Indexing svsllsble 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-rime minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Ho lland, 239-657-
31 7 1-2251 

Northeast Ohio congregation seeks to add a second 
mi nister. Duties may include edu ca tional 
directo rship, comm uni!)' outreach , writing and 
reaching. Please reply by July 2004 to: Elders 
Massillon Church of Christ, 915 Stare Avenue NE, 
Massillon OH 44646, phone 330.832.9713 o r 
email servam915@sbcglobal.net 

New Testament Conversions 

by V. E. Howard 

This 13·chapter series on conversions in the 
NT were first presented by the author on the 
International Gospel Hour radio broadcasts. 
A study of these conversions, from Acts, 
answers the greatest question a person will 
ever consider: "What must I do to be saved?" 

Paperback, 151 pages. 

$ 5.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 75% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Firm Foundation 
~&.Bibles 

~&.Bible Class Materia l 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, e nlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of job is for you. 

Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h. 
Teus midents add 6.75% tu 

Order from Firm Foundation 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books ar great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train ro preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute o f Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
Sr., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehe nsive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551 -8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 
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What Translation Is Best? 
By Robert Rochelle 

I have been using a New International V~rsion of 
the Bible (NIV) for 15 years and it is falling 
apart, so I have been thinking for several 

months about which translation to get. It was timely 
when Tom Drape sent me a copy of a book, The 
Word of God in English, by Leland Ryken, published 
by Crossway Books. 

My philosophy has been that all translations are 
some committee's idea of what a passage says and 
that there is good and bad in all of them. After read
ing this book, I have changed my thinking. 

Since I knew little about how Bibles were trans
lated it's my guess you don't either. We just go into 
the store, confused by all the possibilities, and hope 
we get a good one. 

History of English Translations 
English translations began with the Wycliffe's Bible 
(1380), translated from the Latin Vulgate Bible into 
middle-English. It was only circulated in manuscript 
form because there was no printing available. It was 
almost 150 years before another translation was 
made, Tyndale's New Testament (1525). Tyndale was 
lured out of hiding by a Catholic traitor, strangled 
and burned at the stake for his efforts. 

T here was a succession of translations following 
the reformation period: 

• Coverdale's Bible (1535) 
• Matthew's Bible (1537) 
• The Great Bible (1539) 

• Geneva Bible (1560) [Puritan Bible that came 
over on the Mayflower] 

• Bishop's Bible (1568) 
• King James Version (16 11) 

The crowning achievement of this period of 
translation was the King James Version of 1611. The 
KJV was really just a revision of the translations be
fore it. The KJV was better in its literary exce11ence, 
and it may stand forever with that distinction. It was 
widely accepted within a few decades and it re
mained "the Bible" for many years. 

The Revised Version, produced in 1885, never 
caught on because it was excessively literal and inar
tistic. Since the Revised Version was made in En
gland, members of the committee from America pro
duced the American Standard Version in 1901. The 
ASV was almost identical with the RV, and it did not 
catch on much better in the U.S. It is still considered 
perhaps the most literal translation, but it was not as 
comfortable to read and both the RV and ASV were 
mostly used by scholars and serious students. 

But, in the mid-1950s people were becoming 
frustrated with the KJV becau~e its language was out
dated and difficult to read. 

There were other cultural factors emerging about 
that time that spurred the modern translations of the 
last 50 years. There was: 

• a dissatisfaction with the traditional, and an ea
gerness to embrace the novel 

(continued on page 5) 



2 

Firm Foundation 
Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising and Subscriptions 

J. C. Prophet 

Production 

A. L. Prophet 

"For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
disceming the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creature 
is hidden, but all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4:12·13). 

Firm Foundation 
Volume 119 Number 2 

Published monthly by the 
Firm Foundation Publ ishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690 192, Houston, TX 77269·0 192 
Third Class Postage paid at Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: S 18.95 per year 

2 years for 534.00. 
Club rare: 516.95 (prepaid) per year 

in clubs of I 0 or more. 
Congregational rare: S 15.95 per family per year 

(prepaid or billed quarterly or yearly). 
Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or more 

copies sent to one address, 
S 16.95 per year per copy. 

Foreign subscriptions: 528.95 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence and manuscripts ro 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

1'.0. Box 6901 92 • Houston, TX 77269·0192 
(28 1) 469-3540 

fax (281) 469-7115 
had@worldner.arr.ner 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advert ising, subscriptions, renewals, 

changes of address, and book/literature orders to 
j. C. Prophet 

firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

(979) 553·3904 • fa x (979) 553-3721 
jprophet@quik.com 

hHp:/ /www.bible-infonet.org/ 

POSTMASTER: Send address service to 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Dox 69, Damon, TX 77430 

September 2004 
Firm Foundation 

Editorial 

Short and Simple 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Amultitude of words may cause confu
sion. Sometime in our anxiety to get 
an important point across we mortals 

make the mistake of either talking loud or writ
ing much. Puzzlement is often the result. 

It may be that this technique is employed by 
the devil. "And the serpent cast out of his 
mouth after the woman water as a river that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the 
stream" (Rev. 2: 15). The imagery of thi s pas
sage may suggest that the malicious assault of the dragon against 
the saints on earth includes voluminous words. 

The ability to get to the point using an economy of words is a 
grace every speaker and writer should covet, but that few achieve. 

I look with amazement at the succinct manner in which Jesus 
delivered his immortal sermon on the mount. The entire serr,non 
was delivered with just over 2,500 words (a single issue of the 
Firm Foundation has ten times that many words). The beatitudes 
take up about 150 words. 

A long-winded gospel preacher was once reminded that "a ser
mon in order to be immortal need not be eternal." 

In the multitude of words there wanteth not transgression; 
But he that refraineth his lips doeth wisely (Prov. 10: 19). 

He that spareth his words hath knowledge; And he that is 
of a cool spirit is a man of understanding (Prov. 17 :27). 

Bridling the tongue - and I suppose this also applies to the 
pen (typewriter, computer) - keeps us from deceiving our own 
hearts, and from vain religion (See James 1:26). 

A second virtue is simplicity, by w hich I mean that which is 
easy, plain, and guileless. Paul complained agai nst those who 
"serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; and by their 
smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent" 
(Rom. 16:18). Bible writers also refer to false teachers who come 
with "great swell ing words" by which they deceive the elect. 

Cecil May (Preacher Talk, July 2004) quoted this conference 
announcement he had received in the mail : 

"Vincent Wimblish of Claremont Graduate University (CA) is 
hosting a conference to inaugurate 'The Institute for Signifying 
Scripture."' 

The announcement stated, "For the sake of excavating tradi
tionally sublimated always complex often painful and powerful as
pects of the construction of the social and of the self- especially 



the over-determined subaltern self - what is urgently needed in 
critical interpretation, especially interpretation of phenomena 
deemed 'sacred,' is a new orientation. This new orientation - and 
its new facilitating research vehicle- is here named 'Signifying 
Scripture.'" 

Brother May then made the tongue-in-cheek comment: "I was 
once told I needed a Ph.D. in epistemology to be able to under
stand a speech to which I had raised some objections. I would need 
post-doctoral work in pseudo-intellectual gobbledy-gook to un
derstand this conference announcement. 

Why do good people indulge in secret and high-flown lan
guage? The answer may be that students of a particular discipline 
go to a lot of trouble to grasp the workings of their specific area of 
interest. In pursuing an honored place within a certain subject, 
they learn a special vocabulary. Once they have a good under
standing of that new language, the practitioner feels the need to 
protect his elevated position from the common herd. All who are 
initiated into that branch of learning can communicate with each 
other in code, but those who have not gone through the pain and 
effort to accumulate an understanding of the insider's jargon are 
shut out. 

This is true of law, medicine, education, business, and religion. 
The professor of religion wants to have his higher circle of com
rades so he can look down on those who have not gone through 
the walkway into the narrow chamber where the special language 
is used and understood. 

To occupy such high ground and breathe such rarified air 
is heady stuff. It makes the person feel bright ... and superior. 
In religion the code words include anthropology, soteriological, 
eschatology, ecclesiology, ontological, cosmological, epistolary, ex
egetical, and hermeneutical. An expert can employ these and other 
terms in a way that leaves most people bewildered, if not disorien
tated. 

The teacher who wishes to be understood - and that should 
apply to all who attempt to present saving truth - will use under
standable language. The teacher who speaks or writes using a spe
cial vocabulary that he knows is little understood obviously has no 
concern about having people grasp his meaning. 

And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came not with excel
lency of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testi
mony of God. For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you 
in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And my 
speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 
that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God (1 Cor. 2:1-5). 

Paul said the apostles spoke "the wisdom of God in a mystery" 
(1 Cor. 2:7); he also explained that the mystery was not something 
incomprehensible but something that was once unknown, but now 
revealed (E.\)h. 3:4-5, Col. 1:26-27). Paul called the gospel a mys
tery only in the sense that it was once wrapped in secrecy because 
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the time was not ripe for it to be disclosed, but now 
it is fully revealed, that is, made plain so that all may 
understand, seeing the gospel is for all. 

[W]hereby, when ye read, ye can pe~ceive ~y 
understanding in the mystery of Chnst; wh1ch 
in other generations was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it hath now been r~
vealed unto his holy apostles and prophets m 
the Spirit (Eph. 3 :4-5). 

The "great red dragon" sent a flood of words af
ter the fleeing woman (the church) for an express 
purpose. The fearsome dragon was infuriated with 
believers and wanted to destroy them because they 
held tenaciously to revealed truth. 

"And the dragon waxed wroth with the woman, 
and went away to make war with the rest of her seed, 
that keep the commandments of God, and hold the 
testimony of Jesus" (Rev. 12:17). 

The monster dragon could not abide those who 
glorified the Creator by faithfully kee~ing his word. 

Make no mistake . . . the dragon IS not yet cast 
into the lake of fire and continues to fight against 
those who fear God and keep his commandments. 

"Hereby we know that we love the children of 
God when we love God and do his commandments. 
For ;his is the love of God, that we keep his com
mandments: and his commandments are not griev
ous" (1 John 5:2-3). 

"Here is the patience of the saints, they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus" 
(Rev. 14:12). 

With his many words Satan seeks to delude us 
into supposing that a serious emphasis on obedience 
to the will of God is a legalism that leads to 
judgmentalism and fundamentalism. Sadly ~e .beast 
enjoys a measure of success and our generation IS full 
of people who are afraid to take a stand. 

To speak out boldly in Christ's name is to incur 
the fury of the prince of this world and to assure a 
determined assault upon the speaker by the imps of 
hell. 

If you want to be popular, use words that convey 
nothing ... or very little ... and that fall softly on the 
itching ears of the ungodly, but you must not use 
words that make a sharp distinction between good 
and evil, right and wrong, truth and error. To use the 
language of Jesus in telling people they are either the 
sons of God or they are sons of the devil is unwel
come. 

It is, of course, important to be civil, but it is also 
important to be clear. Sinners will not turn to the 
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Savior unless they know they are lost. It is our job to 
make that abundantly plain, and to also make it clear 
as to what one must do to be washed and made 
clean. Wonky words will only breed confusion and 
give a false sense of security. 

We are heralds of the King of Kings. 

Epilogue 
Over a hundred years ago (1899) George Ade wrote, 
''A preacher began to suspect that he was not ~aking 
a hit with his congregation. He had been trying to 
expound the Scriptures in a straightforward ma?ner, 
using Bible texts and illustrations. But the pew-sitt~rs 
were not tickled. They could understand everything 
he said, and they began to think he was ordinary. So 
he decided that if he wanted to win them and make 
everybody believe he was a fashionable and first-rate 
preacher he would have to hand out a little guff. He 
fixed it up good and plenty." 

On Sunday morning he sized up the flock with a 
dreamy eye and said: "We cannot more adequate!y 
voice the poetry and mysticism of our text than In 
those familiar lines of the great Icelandic poet, Ikon 
Navrojk:" 

To hold is not to have 
Under the seared Firmament, 
Where Chaos sweeps, and Vast Futurity 
Sneers at these puny aspirations 
There is the full reprisal. 

When he concluded this extract from the "well
known" poet, the preacher ·looked downward, 
breathing heavily through his nose. After wiping his 
brow, he grabbed a rhetorical Roman Candle in each 
hand and you could not see him for the sparks. He 
quoted copiously from great theologians to prove 
the extreme value of the position. He had them go
ing, and there wasn't a thing to it! Following a dis
cussion of the learned Italian, Polenta, he quoted a 
few lines of Greek and said: "How true this is." 

He lowered his voice to a whisper and even shed 
a few tears. 

After the last '~en," he knew that he was a hit. 
Everyone said the sermon was wonderful. Perceiving 
that they would stand for anything they did not un
derstand, the preacher knew what to do after that. 

MORAL: "For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine; but having itching ears, 
will heap to themselves teachers after their own 
lusts; and will turn away their ears from the truth, 
and turn aside unto fables." 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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What Translation Is Best? 
(continued from page 1) 

• a decreasing appreciation for literary excel
lence 

• evangelistic zeal looking for a translation that 
would convert the most people 

• translators wanting to give the reader what 
they would buy 

• wanting everything to be easy and fast 
• production capability made it easier to produce 

vers1ons 
So, beginning around the 19 5Os a flood of new 

translations came out dedicated to replace the KJV in 
easier-to-read versions. A version came out in 1957 
that gave impetus to a freer hand by translators. It 
was ].B. Phillip,s New Testament, an admittedly 
paraphrased New Testament that was excitedly re
ceived for its freshness and novelty. This version 
made translators feel they could be more loose and 
colloquial in their language. 

Following this came: 
• The Revised Standard Version (1957) that was 

also very literal and accurate and was probably next 
to the KJV in literary excellence. It, too, never 
caught on with the populace, though many scholars 
used it. 

• The New American Standard Bible (1971) that 
was true to the original and was accurate, but it was 
low on readability and style. 

• The Good News Bible (1976) was published by 
the American Bible Society, influenced by one of 
their scholars, Eugene Nida, and they followed his 
principles of translation almost completely, called 
dynamic equivalence. The result was one of the most 
colloquial, street language translations. 

• The New International Version (1978) was an 
effort to make the RSV more acceptable, so it used 
some of the principles of dynamic equivalence. It 
was the most conservative of this batch of modern 
translations and rapidly became the world's most 
widely used English translation. 

• The New English Bible (1970) and the Revised 
English Bible (1989) were both adventuresome and 
experimental and never widely used. 

• The New Living Translation (1996) was an
other colloquial translation, though with a bit more 
dignity. 

• The English Standard Version (2001) was sort 
of a reaction to all the loose translations of this pe
riod and was committed to an essentially literal 
translation, accurate to the original languages, while 
still maintaining literary excellence. It was easier to 
read than the NASB and more accurate than the 
NKJY. 

• The Holman Christian Standard Bible that has 
been out only a few months (2004). The translation 
team aimed for a translation somewhere between the 
more literal New American Standard Bible and the 
less literal New International Version. It still claims 
to be essentially literal, ·but with a more readable 
translation. 

Two Primary Approaches to Bible Translation. 

The approach that was used up to the 1950s was 
called essentially literal translation (ELT). This ap
proach seeks to translate the original text word-for
word, insofar as the translation process allows it. Its 
aim is to give the reader exactly what the original au
thor said. Its goal was to make the original text trans
parent to the reader. 

The second approach is called dynamic equiva
lent translation (DET) or sometimes functional 
equivalent. Its aim is to translate thought-for
thought, and where the language is difficult to un
derstand, to render it in a dynamic equivalent, 
clearer, simpler, easy to understand language. Its goal 
is to make the meaning transparent to the reader. 

Statements from DET Translators 
to Understand Their Approach to Translating 

"Every effort has been made to use language that is 
natural, clear, simple, and unambiguous" (GNB pref
ace). 

"Jesus talked plainly to the people" (SEB). 
"The translators have made a conscious effort to 

provide a text that can be easily understood by the 
average reader" (NLT preface). 

"The writers of the Bible ... intended one mean
ing and not several" (Eugene Nida and Charles R. 
Taber). 

Let's just look at one or two of these statements. 
In the first place, much of Jesus' teachings were not 
intended to be simple and plain to his hearers. When 
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you read his statement, in Mark 4:10-23, about why 
he spoke in parables, you realize that he knew there 
would be many who would hear them and not un
derstand them Some meanings would come later, 
through delayed insight. Some teachings would only 
be understood by those who dedicated themselves to 
understand Jesus' message. 

Peter wrote, iri 2 Peter 3:16, that in Paul's writ
ings "there are some things in them that are hard to 
understand." When you make the wording in these 
passages come out clear and unambiguous, you have 
changed the writing of the original author. In those 
cases, the easier a translation is to read, the more in
accurately it has translated the original text. 

Part of the greatness of the Bible is that it is not 
intended to be "easily understood," to be "immedi
ately understood." The original text is filled with 
marvelous images, mystery, complexity, and ambigu
ity. It was written so that the reader would have to 
pause and think about the concept, to study it, to mull 
it over to grasp all the meaning intended by the writer. 

How the DETS Is Actually Done? Let Them Tell Us 

"It was recognized that it was often appropriate to 
mute the patriarchalism of the culture of the biblical 
writers" (NIVI, Inclusive Language NIV). 

"Metaphorical language is often difficult for con
temporary readers to understand, so at times we have 
chosen to translate or illuminate the metaphor" 
(NLT). 

"Sentences are purposely kept short, transparent, 
and uncomplicated to promote greater understand
ing. Complex sentence structures are often unneces
sary anyway" (SEB) 

The CEV is committed to "the avoidance of tra
ditionally theological language and biblical words 
like 'atonement', ' redemption', 'righteousness' and 
'sanctification."' 

"Ancient customs are often unfamiliar to modern 
readers" (NCV, italics added). 

A sacred book should sound like a sacred book, 
not like the daily newspaper. To change Paul's com
mand, to "greet one another with a holy kiss" (1 Cor. 
16:20, ESV), to a rendering that says "shake hands 
all around as a sign of Christian love" (Phillips), ob
scures the practices that prevailed in the New Testa
ment world. Translations that transform the greeting 
into an abstraction equally remove the original 
world from sight: "give each other a warm greeting" 
(CEV); "greet one another in Christian love" (NLT). 
Except where a term is totally undecipherable by a 
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modern reader, such as the ancient view that the kid
neys were the seat of the emotions, we should expect 
to see the flavor of the ancient world in the text. 

The DET's Approach Results in Problems 
for the Bible Student 

They make interpretive decisions for you so you 
never have a chance to make the interpretive deci
sion yourself. 

They reduce multiple meanings of a biblical 
statement to a single meaning and offer that meaning 
as the sole meaning. 

They resolve ambiguous statements in a single di
rection instead of allowing the ambiguity of the 
original text to stand. 

They interpret images and figures of speech in
stead of allowing them to stand in their original, 
uninterpreted form. · 

The translators have blurred the line between 
translation and interpretation in such a way we can
not tell when we have the original text or an inter
pretation of the original. 

Proliferation of Bible Translations 
Has Serious Side-EHects 

There is possibility of decreasing confidence in the 
inspired text. 

There is a reduced opportunity to make a correct 
interpretation. 

There is decreased literary quality that makes the 
Bible "common." 

There is decreased memorization of scripture, 
because most modern translations are not memorable. 

There is a loss of a universal Bible, so that the re
ligious community no longer has a common Bible 
vocabulary. We no longer have "the Bible" accepted 
by everyone. 

Dynamic equivalence became the entrenched 
philosophy of translation because it claimed to give 
the English reader a more understandable Bible. The 
goal was a noble one - to produce a translation that 
people could both understand and trust. But, it was a 
good idea gone bad. It may have produced a more 
readable translation, but not a trustworthy one. 

The Aim of Essentially Literal Translations: 
• To use language as beautiful and sophisticated 

as the original possesses 
• To preserve as many levels of meaning as the 

original contains 
• To retain poetry in its original, literal expres

SIOn 

• To pass on the stylistic range of the original 



• To preserving theological terminology as com
plex as the original contains 

• To remain transparent to the original text 

Examples of the DiHerences 

John 6:27. "For on him God the Father has set his 
seal" (ESV, other literal texts are similar). 

Here is how dynamic equivalent translations 
have rendered the statement: 

• "On him God the Father has placed his seal of 
approval" (Niv, TNIV). 

• "for on him God the Father has set the seal of 
his authority'' (REB). 

• "because God the Father has given him the 
right to do so'' (CEV). 

• "For God the Father has sent me for that very 
purpose'' (NLT). 

• "He and what he does are guaranteed by God 
the Father to last" (The Message). 

This is a destabilized text that leaves the student 
wondering which version is the correct one, and, 
with the variability, if any translation can be correct. 

Let's look at another verse, 1 Timothy 1:16, that 
shows us the difference in the variability of these two 
approaches in translating a central clause. The essen
tially literal versions vary little. 

• "in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus 
Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience" 
(NASB) 

• "that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
display his perfect patience" (RSV, ESV). 

• "that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
display his perfect patience" (NRSV). 

These are similar because they simply translate 
the words of the original text. 

But in the DETs, notice the range of variability 
because they are freed from the "words" of the origi
nal and only give their meaning. 

• "Christ Jesus might display his unlimited pa-
tience" (N1V). 

• "of the endless patience of Christ Jesus" (CEV). 
• "his inexhaustible patience" (REB, Jerusalem). 
Notice that there are theological problems cre-

ated by these different renderings. God's patience is 
not unlimited, endless, and inexhaustible, as the citi
zens of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Ananias and Sap
phira learned. There is a point when God's patience 
is exhausted and he demands an accounting. 

Notice how DETs make interpretive decisions in 
the first part of Psalm 1:6: "For Jehovah knoweth the 
way of the righteous." 

• For the Lord watches over the way of the righ
teous (NIV) 

• For the Lord watches over the path of the godly 
(NLT) 

• The righteous are guided and protected by the 
Lord (TEV) 

• The Lord protects everyone who follows him 
(CEV) 

Dynamic equivalent translations have sought to 
clarify for the reader what is involved in God's 
"knowing" the way of the righteous. The NIV and 
NLT are only slightly changed but, to me, "watches 
over" would be only one element of God's "know
ing." God's knowing also conveys his marvelous om
nipotence and omnipresence, which is lost in the 
more restricted "watches over." The last two actually 
add new meanings to the text. While DETs claim to 
translate the original "meaning," they often fail, and 
the more dynamic the translation, the worse the fail
ure. 

What is the Best Translation? 
It's not which specific translation is best as much as 
what are the best principles used in translation. 

Accuracy 
Accuracy is like a qualifying exam: A translation has 
to measure up to this criterion before it is entitled to 
any further consideration. The relevant question is 
not how we would say something but how the writ
ers of the Bible, guided by the Holy Spirit, did say it. 

Salvation 
CtWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:1426 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21 ; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20.22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 

September 2004 7 
Firm Foundation 



Fidelity to the Words of the Original 
A good English translation preserves the words of 
the original language insofar as the process of trans
lation permits. Before a reader can know what the 
Bible means, they need to know what it says. To put 
it bluntly, what good is readability if a translation 
does not render what the Bible actually says? If a 
translation gains readability by departing from the 
original, readability is harmful. 

EHedive Diction 
Clarity is the first quality of diction that an English 
Bible translation needs to achieve. The biblical writ
ers did not write down ideas; they wrote down 
words. You can't divorce meaning from words be
cause the meaning is carried in the word. Change the 
word and, at least to some degree, you change the 
meaning. 
Permit the Full Interpretive Potential of the Original 

Text 
A literal translation does not prejudge the interpreta
tion of the verse for you, but preserves its full inter
pretive potential for the Bible reader to discern 
meaning. 

Transparency to the Original World of the Bible 
A good translation is transparent to the original text 
and seeks to preserve an awareness of the ancient 
world in which it was written. It removes all possible 
barriers so a reader is able to see and hear what the 
original text actually said. 

"What You See Is What You Getn 
An English Bible translation should be reliable. Read
ers should not be left to guess what the original text 
said or what has been added or changed by the trans
lators. 

Bible Warnings to Translators 
"You shall not add to the word that I command you, 
nor take from it" (Deut. 4:2 ESV; see Deut. 12:32). 

"Every word of God proves true; ... Do not add 
to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a 
liar" (Prov. 30:5-6 ESV). 

Observations 
No one should treat the Word of God casually, 
changing the words of the original simply to make 
them easier for modern readers. Translators are not 
free to determine what the English Bible means, but 
what it says. 

The concept that it is not necessary to translate 
the exact words of the original in order to convey 
the meaning also seems contradictory to the Bible it-
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self. The real question is this: Did the writers of the 
Bible express God's truth in the exact forms that God 
wants us to have them? 

'~nd we impart this in words not taught by hu
man wisdom but taught by the Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:13 
ESV). 

'~l Scripture is breathed out by God" (2 Tim. 
3:16 ESV). 

"For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21 ESV). 

'~d we also thank God constantly for this, that 
when you received the word of God, which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of 
men but as what it really is, the word of God, which 
is at work in you believers" (1 Thess. 2:13 ESV). 

When we speak of having the "Word of God," we 
should be able to have confidence that what we have 
in our hand is the very Word of God as it was given 
through the original inspired writers. In today's dy
namic equivalents we cannot have that confidence. 

English Bible translation has lost its way in the 
past half century. The more "dynamic" the transla
tion, the farther we get from the original. But, it 
seems that there is realization of this among some 
translators and the pendulum seems to swinging 
back the other way. 

The ESV translators were determined to provide 
a translation true to the original: to the words, the 
imagery, and literary quality. The brand new HCSB 
vows to provide us a translation that falls between 
the stark literalness of the ASV and the dynamic 
equivalence of the NIV. It will be interesting to see 
how these are received. 

Conclusion 
A serious Bible reader or student should use an es
sentially literal translation. - These are the ASV, 
RSV, NASB, NASU, KJV, NKJV, and the ESV (I'm 
leaning toward the ESV). 

Dynamic equivalent translations are helpful to 
provide additional insight, as other Bible helps do, 
more like a commentary. 

The more conservative dynamic equivalents are 
the HCSB, NRSV, and the NN. 

There are a wide variety of others that range 
from the more dignified NLT to the street language 
of the GNB. 

In order for us to be sure we obey what God says 
we must be sure we have a Bible that clearly gives us 
the best English translation available to us. 



Allllreviations of Translations 
ASV ................... American Standard Version 
CEV ................... Contemporary English Version 
ESV .................... English Standard Version 
GNB .................. Good News Bible (also called 

TEV, Today's English Version) 
HCSB ................ Holman Christian Standard Bible 
JERUSALEM ..... jerusalem Bible 
KJV .................... King james Version 
NASB ................. New American Standard Bible 
NASU ................ New American Standard Update 
NEB ................... New English Bible 

NIV ................... New International Version 
NM .................. New International Version Inclu-

sive (gender neutral) 
NKJV ................. New King james Version 
NLT ................... New Living Bible Translation 
NRSV ................ New Revised Standard Version 
REB ................... Revised English Bible 
RSV ................... Revised Standard Version 
RV ..................... Revised Version 
SEB .................... Simple English Bible 
TNN ................. Today's New International Version 
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Studies of the Pre-literary Prophets 
The Prophets and the Kings 

Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

Saul 
Scripture does not devote equal space to each of the 
prophets. For some only one episode is narrated, for 
others there are two or three. No others receive the 
attention given to Elijah and Elisha. Today we look 
at several to whom limited attention is given. Some 
appear more significant than others. 

Saul would not ordinarily be thought of as a 
prophet; he is not called either a prophet or a seer 
but is said to prophesy. When Samuel anointed him 
king, Samuel told Saul that he would meet a band of 
prophets coming down from the high place playing 
various musical instruments who also would be 
prophesying. The spirit of the Lord would come 
upon Saul and he would prophesy and would be
come another man. This experience would be a sign 
to him that God was with him. Saul met the prophets 
at Gibeah, and he also prophesied (1 Sam. 10:10). 
Those who knew him said, "What has come over the 
son of Kish? Is Saul among the prophets?" This ques
tion is said to have become a proverb. 

Saul is said to have been prophesying in his 
house and David played the lyre to calm him. The 
RSV translates this verb here as "raved" (1 Sam. 
18:10; cf. 1 Kings 18:24) 

David, when Saul was seeking to kill him, escaped 

from his house by being let down through the window 
by his wife Michal (1 Sam. 19:11-12). She took an 
image (the teraphim) and put it in his bed with a pil
low of goats' hair at its head and covered it with 
David's clothes. She said, "He is sick." She pretended 
to her father Saul that she had acted under a threat of 
death. Saul's messengers came back without him. 

David came to Samuel at Ramah, and they 
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dwelled in Naioth. Saul sent three series of messen
gers there to take him, but they in sequence proph
esied instead. When Saul himself came, the spirit of 
the Lord came on him, and he prophesied as he came. 
Later he stripped off his clothes and prophesied be
fore Samuel. He lay naked all that day and night. 
People said, "Is Saul also among the prophets?" (1 
Sam. 19:18-24). 

No prophetic oracles from Saul have been pre
served. 

There were unnamed prophets active during the 
reign of Saul of whose activities and messages we 
know nothing. Saul, in his desperation at being con
fronted with the Philistines in his last battle, got no 
guidance from them when he sought to enquire of 
the Lord (1 Sam. 28:6). 

Gad 
When David was in Adullam fleeing from Saul, he 
had in his company the prophet Gad (1 Sam. 22:5) 
who advised him in strategic military matters. David 
took his father and mother to Moab to escape pos
sible reprisals on them from Saul (1 Sam. 22:3-4). 
The parents stayed there all the time that David was 
in the stronghold. While he was there, the prophet 
Gad advised David, "Do not remain in the 
stonghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah" (1 
Sam. 22:5). 

We can see in the prophet Gad an advisor to the 
king. Kings outside of Israel had prophet-like seers 
attached to their courts. When David sought divine 
guidance on other occasions, it possibly was through 
Gad, though Gad is not specifically mentioned (1 
Sam. 23:2, 4 ). However, Gad apparently stayed with 
David from this time on. At times, however, guid
ance to David was through Abiathar the priest (1 
Sam. 23:6££.; 30:7-8) and through the ephod. At 
other times, no agency is specified (2 Sam. 2:1; 5:10, 
23). 

We next encounter Gad in the role of the de
nouncer of sin (cf. Mic. 3:8). Gad is spoken of both 
as prophet and as David's seer (chozeeh; 2 Sam. 
24:11; 1 Chron. 21:9). When David had taken the 
census of the people, an act that Joab his army com
mander opposed his doing, it was Gad who was sent 
to inform him of his options in punishment. He 
could have three years of famine in the land, he 
could flee three months before his foes, or he could 
endure three days of pestilence in the land. Admit
ting to Gad his great distress, David chose the pesti
lence: "Let us fall into the hand of the Lord, for his 
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mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of 
man" (2 Sam. 24:14). Seventy thousand people per
ished. David then said, "I have sinned, and I have 
done wickedly, but these sheep;, what have they 
done? Let thy hand, I pray thee, be against me and 
against my father's house." (2 Sam. 24:17). Gad then 
instructed David to build an altar on the threshing 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite. This man is called 
Ornan in Chronicles (1 Chron. 21:18ff.). After the 
sacrifices, the plague stopped (2 Sam. 24:20-25; 1 
Chron. 21:22-27). 

Along with Nathan, Gad is said to have been re
sponsible for David's musical arrangements in wor
ship. Hezekiah later reinstituted these practices (2 
Chron. 29:25; cf. Amos 6 :5). In this way, though 
long dead, Gad exercised an influence on Hezekiah 
and on Israel's worship. There is no basis for argu
ing, as some have done, that these musical arrange
ments were presumption on David's part. The text 
says that it was a command of the Lord. 

Gad also, along with Samuel and Nathan, is said 
to be responsible for composing a record of the rule 
of David and of the events which befell him "with 
accounts of all his rule and his might and of the cir-
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cumstances that came upon him and upon Israel, and 
upon all the kingdoms of the countries" (1 Chron. 
29:29-30). 

Also active in David's time was Nathan the 
prophet who (unlike Samuel and Gad) is never called 
a "seer." When David had brought the ark into 
Jerusalem and the Lord had given him rest fro m all 
his enemies (2 Sam. 7: 1), David made known to 
Nathan his desire to build the Lord a house. Nathan 
gave his blessings to the plan: "Go, do all that is in 
your heart; for the Lord is with you" (2 Sam. 7:3; 1 
Chron. 17:1-15). Not everything a prophet said or 
did was by divine authority. The prophet could make 
mistakes; his knowledge could be imperfect (1 Cor. 
13:9). He had to distinguish between his inclinations 
and the word of the Lord which came to him. 

But that night the word of the Lord came to 
N athan. He now could say, "Thus says the Lord" (2 
Sam. 7:5 -17). The instruction said that the Lord had 
not dwelt in a house since the time that he brought 
Israel out of Egypt. H e had not rebuked any leaders 
for their not building him a house. He had taken 
David from following the sheep. When David had 
ended his days, the Lord would raise up one of his 
descendants. The descendant would build a house 
for the Lord's name, and the Lord would establish 
his kingdom. The Lord would not take his steadfast 
love from him as he had taken it from Saul. David's 
house, kingdom, and throne would be established 
for ever (2 Sam. 7: 1-16; 1 Chron. 17). David re
sponded with gratitude for the promise of the Lord. 

The descendant-of-David promise becomes one 
of the significant lines of messianic expectation. 
"The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which he 
will not turn back: 'One of the sons of your body I 
will set on your throne'" (Ps. 132: 11). Jesus is identi
fied in the New Testament as the fulfillment of this 
promise to David (Acts 2:30). 

When David had committed his great sin with 
Bathsheba and had murdered her husband, Uriah, he 
married Bathsheba. It was Nathan whom the Lord 
sent to rebuke him. Nathan trapped David into con
victing himself by his story of the rich man who had 
taken the ewe lamb of the poor man and had served 
it to a guest (2 Sam. 12). When Nathan had David's 
indignant verdict that the rich man deserved to die 
and should restore fourfold, Nathan charged, "You 
are the man!" At Nathan's explanation of what 
David had done in the taking of Bathsheba and in 
killing her husband, David responded, "I have 
sinned." Psalm 51 has as its heading, ''A Psalm of 

David, when Nathan the prophet came to him, after 
he had gone in to Bethsheba." There would be mur
der and adulterous action in his own family. Nathan 
also announced that the child of Bathsheba would 
die (2 Sam. 12:13 -14). The later troubles of David 
with his sons Amnon and Absalom are a part of his 
punishment. 

Yet another episode where Nathan is called a 
prophet is in the sequel where, after Bathsheba has 
borne another son whom she named Solomon, he is 
sent by the Lord and gives to the child Solomon the 
name Jedidiah which means "Beloved of the Lord" 
(2 Sam. 12:24-25). 

Nathan, along with Gad, is said to be responsible 
for David's musical arrangements in worship (2 
Chron. 29:25). 

In David's o ld age, Nathan and Bathsheba ar
ranged for Solomon to be David's successor (1 Kings 
1:10-11, 18) where Joab and Abiathar the priest fa
vored Adonijah. Adonijah was carrying out a cer
emony at Enrage! but did not invite David's mighty 
men who were opposed to him. Adonijah was fa
vored by Joab and Abiathar the priest. When 
Bathsheba presented her case to David, Nathan came 
before the king to inform him of Adonijah's actions. 
David then summoned Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, and Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada. Benaiah 
was the chief of David's bodyguard. David commis
sioned them to crown Solomon at the Gihon Spring. 
The three of them, accompanied by David's personal 
bodyguard, the Cherithites and Pelethites, put So
lomon on David's mule, took him to the Gihon, and 
there Zadok anointed him king (1 Kings 1:38-40). 

The acts of David are said to be recorded "in the 
Chron icles of Samuel the seer, and in the Chronicles 
of Nathan the prophet, and in the Chronicles of Gad 
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the seer" (1 Chron. 29:29). Also the record of So
lomon is said to be "in the history of Nathan 'the 
prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, 
and in the visions of Iddo the seer" (2 Chron. 9:29). 

Nathan is included in Sirach's list of the faithful: 
"After him [Samuel] Nathan rose up to prophesy in 
the days of David" (Sir. 47:1). 

Jeduthan 
Among prophets active in David's day was Jeduthan, 
a Ievitical singer, who is said to have prophesied (1 
Chron. 25:1, 3). He is called the king's seer (2 
Chron. 35: 15). Heman and Jeduthan were active in 
making music on the occasion that David brought 
the ark to jerusalem (1 Chron. 16;41). Jeduthan's 
name occurs in the headings of Psalms 39, 62, and 
77. His name is mentioned later in the accounts of 
the reigns of Solomon (2 Chron. 5: 12). His sons 
were active in the time of Hezekiah (2 Chron. 
29:14), and of Josiah (2 Chron. 35:15). His family 
continued in service after the Babylonian exile (Neh. 
11:17). 

Certain of the sons of Jeduthan were set apart 
that they should prophesy with lyres, with harps, and 
with cymbals (1 Chron. 25:1-3; 2 Chron. 5:12). 

The Chronicler informs us that the musical ar
rangements of David's time (and later those of 
Hezekiah) were "according to the command of 
David and of Gad the king's seer and of Nathan the 
prophet; for the commandment was from the Lord 
through his prophets" (2 Chron. 29:25). 

Asaph, another of the musicians, also is said to be 
a seer (2 Chron. 29:30). 

Davhl 
David is not himself designated either a prophet or a 
seer in the Old Testament. He is three times called "a 
man of God," a designation sometimes, though not 
exclusively, used for a prophet. On occasions David 
inquires of the Lord (2 Sam. 2: 1); how it is done is 
not stated (2 Sam. 5: 19). David had advisers like 
Ahithophel: "Now in those days the counsel which 
Ahithophel gave was as if one consulted the oracle of 
God; so was all the counsel of Ahithophel esteemed, 
both by David and by Absalom" (2 Sam. 16:23). 
Ahithophel finally hanged himself when his advice 
had been rejected by Absalom (2 Sam. 17:23). He 
saw the futility of Absalom's revolt. 

David is called a prophet in the New Testament. 
On the Day of Pentecost, Peter declared of David, 
"Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God 
had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one 

12 ~i~eF!:!d;~~: 

of his descendants on his throne " (Acts 2:30). Else
where David is said to have spoken by the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 4:25). In these case, passages from the 
Psalms are cited (Ps. 2; 16 (cf. Acts 12:35); 110; 
132). Numerous Psalms in their headings are attrib
uted to David. 

Already in the Gospels, David's responsibility for 
some of the Psalms is recognized. It was he, inspired 
by the Spirit, who said, "The Lord said to my Lord, 
'Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies the 
footstool of your feet"' (Matt. 22:43-44; Ps. 110:1; 
cf. Acts 2:24-25; Heb. 1:13; 12:2). 

Paul, citing Ps. 3 2: 1-2, states, "So also David 
pronounces a blessing upon the man to whom God 
reckons righteousness apart from works" (Rom. 4:6-
7). The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews includes 
David in the list of those faithful about whom he 
does not have time to give details (He b. 11 :32). Ear
lier, David drew the praise of Sirach in Sirach's list of 
faithful, praising in particular his musical arrange
ments (Sir. 47:2-11). 

While the term "servant of the Lord" is not lim
ited in use to prophets, it is often used of David (2 
Sam. 3:18; Ps. 89:3). 
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Docetism Rehabilitated 
By Frazier Conley 

I t is a modern mantra that the only requirement 
for salvation in Christ is "faith only." A transfor
mation of the inner man, a certain state of the 

heart, is supposed to be the only event of real signifi
cance. Therefore, "faith alone," defined as "intellec
tual assent only" (whether its proponents wish to ad
mit it or not) becomes ·the leading catch-phrase of 
modern theology. It seems to be thought impossible 
that an ordinance involving something physical or 
external could have anything to do with spiritual sal
vation. 

Faith according this concept is a disembodied 
phantom. Faith is claimed to have no necessary con
nection with any human performance of any kind, 
no matter how slight. Were someone to require for 
the completion of faith even the lifting of one's little 
finger, it would be considered a work of human 
merit. Even if one were to concede the exclusion of 
extremely unusual cases, such as the conversion of 
someone deaf and mute (how will he confess with 
the lips?- and one should concede an exclusion for 
such a circumstance) no human act is allowed to be 
considered a condition or means or instrument of 
salvation. By taking such a position, modern religion 
has to an extent resuscitated and rehabilitated the 
old docetism against which the apostle John wrote in 
the very first century. 

Baptism for example is called "a mere external 
ritual." This in itself is incorrect. It does describe in
fant "baptism." But it does not depict New Testa
ment baptism, which is always conjoined to faith, re
pentance, and confession of the name of Jesus. 

Contrary to the modern docetists, externali
zations are sometimes required. If the heart were the 
only important consideration, why was it necessary 
for Christ to die on the cross? Why could not God 
have just had a change of heart, a change of mind and 
attitude about humanity and its sins? Couldn't God 
have performed an atonement of good intentions? 
Why were purely physical objects such as nails and 
wooden beams; torn flesh and blood required? Could 
it be that more than the heart is important in the rela
tionship between God and humanity? 

The First Epistle of John teaches that true reli
gion must be rooted in physical reality. John begins 
with this declaration: "That which was from the be
ginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon and 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
li fe" (1 John 1:1). John knew that it was essential 
that the Christian gospel be empirically grounded. 
He taught that anyone who rejected the necessity of 
the fleshly presence of Christ on the earth was not of 
God: "By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is of God" (1 John 4:2) . 

There were at least three necessary witnesses to 
the incarnation of God in Jesus: "There are three 
witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and 
these three agree" (1 John 5 :8). There were at least 
three empirical expressions of the incarnation. The 
first witness is the Spirit. The descent of the Spirit 
upon Jesus was no hallucination. 

And John bore witness: 

I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from 
heaven, and it remained on him. I myself did 
not know him; but he who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, 'He on whom you see 
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the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I have seen 
and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God" Uohn 1:32-34). 

The account of the same event in Luke's gospel 
emphasizes the physical reality of the occasion: 

Now when all the people were baptized, and 
when jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form, as a dove, and a voice came from 
heaven, "Thou art my beloved Son; with thee 
I am well pleased" (Luke 3:21-22). 

If all that is important is the inner, why was the 
descent of the Spirit on Jesus in bodily form re
quired? Could not God have directly inspired within 
John the baptist the assurance that he was dealing 
with the Son of God? Evidently not. 

The second witness to Jesus is the water. Jesus 
really went down into water, and he really came up 
out of water (Mark 1:9-10). He did not just "seem" 
to be baptized. No testimony of water should be re
q.uired for a purely ethereal religion. But it was re
quired then - and it is still required today, because 
neither the Christian nor the gospel, nor the world in 
which we find ourselves are purely intangible. 

The third witness was the blood. Jesus cries out, 
"Let this cup pass from me!" How easy this should 
have been according to modern thought. The inten
tion may easily, and even in a superior way, pass for 
the deed. Modern theology says that material objects 
and physical events are of an inferior nature, and 
should not, and do not, have any real relationship to 
the true essence, the spiritual. "Let the cup pass"- no 
need for scourges and nails and spears and blood, and 
wood, and physical pain. Let it all be done in the mind 
of God and the heart of the believer. That should be 
sufficient. But it wasn't then- and it isn't today. 

Therefore, because God really physically died, 
we really know of his love. "So we know and believe 
the love God has for us" (1 John 4:16). God really 
and unapologetically requires the sinner today to un
dergo the "cross" of immersion in water (Acts 2:38; 
Rom. 6:3-4) even as he required the real fleshly sacri
fice of his Son on the tree. 

~o, false teachers in John's acquaintance taught 
that tt was not required for Christ to die physically on 
the cross. The cross, the blood, and the flesh were just 
too . ~aterialistic for them, too tangible, too 
unsptntual. They believed that the real Christ was a 
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phantom, distinct from the physically human Jesus. 
The apostle John rebuked and corrected them. He 
taught that Christ was really baptized in real water, 
that he really had the physical testimony of God 
through the Spirit at the same time, and that he also 
died on a real cross, shed real blood, and suffered real 
pain. Christ came in the flesh (2 John 7). That is 
God's love. 

As important as is the changed disposition of the 
heart, there are some specifics beyond that which are 
required (in all normal circumstances) of the seeker 
of salvation. There are instruments of forgiveness, 
means of salvation such as daily prayer for forgive
ness and confession with the lips of the name of 
Jesus and the Lord's Supper and singing praise and 
yes, baptism. Such an institute as baptism is not the 
ground of salvation, only the instrument - but it is 
not an optional extra simply because it requires obe
dience to a physical act. 

As Jesus had to actually drink the bitter cup, so the 
Christian is required to have more in his spiritual life 
than intellectual assent to a proposition, more than 
the intention of the heart. It is necessary for him to 
express faith in a tangible way, in this real and physical 
world; otherwise, his faith is dead and impotent: "For 
as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart 
from works is dead" Qames 2:26). 

We must reject modern docetism. Let us not for
get who it is that we follow: "This is he who came by 
water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood" (1 John 5 :6). 
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The Shameful Pradice of Proof-Texting 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

The scholars of the change movement waste 
no opportunity to bash and shame "tradi
tional" gospel preachers for "proof-texting" 

their sermons. By this they refer to the once universal 
practice of citing specific verses in confirmation of the 
points they would establish. The practice of appeal
ing to a particular verse of scripture which contains a 
specific word or doctrine under consideration is ridi
culed as shameful and something unbecoming to real 
Bible scholars in our postmodern age. 

Yet a careful examination of the New Testament 
reveals that Jesus and Paul frequently appealed to spe
cific verses to prove the points they wished to make. 

• When his auditors would not heed his message, 
Jesus quoted Isaiah 6:9-10 "For this people's heart is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed ... " 

• When he wished to chastise the Pharisees for 
their traditions that made void the word of God, he 
cited Isaiah 29:13, "In vain do they worship me, 
teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men." 

• When asked about divorce and remarriage he 
pointed his antagonists to Genesis 2:24. 

• Scores of times Paul cited Old Testament pas
sages to shore up the points he was making. When he 
wished to convict his Jewish readers of their sinful
ness, he cited not one but six verses from their Bible 
(Rom. 3:9-18). 

• When he sought to convince them that salva
tion has always been a matter of God's grace, he 
cited Psalms 32:1. "Bless is the man to whom the 
Lord will not reckon sin" (Rom. 4:8). 

• When explaining why so few Jews were em
bracing Jesus as their savior he cited Isaiah 10:22. "It 
is the remnant that shall be saved." 

• To convince his Jewish brethren that salvation 
was by faith apart from the law of Moses, he cited 
Habakkuk 2:4, "The righteous shall live by his faith" 
(Gal. 3 : 11). 

• To prove that Jesus was son of Abraham 
through whon1 God would bless the world he cited 
Genesis 13:15 'and 17:8 which spoke of "seed," sin
gular rather than plural seeds (Gal. 3:16). 

Even change agents use proof-texts when such is 
convenient or necessary in their attempts to per
suade brethren to accept their new doctrines. 

• To justify their placing women in leadership 
roles, they cite Galatians 3 :28 "There can be no male 
and female." 

• To shore up their claim that sinners are saved 
by grace through faith before baptism they cite Eph
esians 2:8-9, "By grace are ye saved through faith." 

• To give respectability to their practice of spe
cial (non-congregational) music they cite 1 Corin
thians 14:26, "When ye come together, each one 
hath a psalm." 

• To justify their fellowship with false teachers 
they appeal to Mark 9:38-41 where Jesus told John, 
"Forbid him not ... for he that is not against us is for 
us." Other examples could be cited but these are suf
ficient to prove my point. 

Since Jesus and Paul cited texts to prove their 
points, the practice is honorable and truly biblical. 

Since change agents cite texts when it helps their 
cause, their criticisms of our brethren for using that 
method is hypocritical. 

Perhaps their real purpose or goal is to shame 
immature or unthinking brethren into abandoning 
this powerful and long held practice, thus leaving 
them much more vulnerable to the specious argu
ments the promoters of change set forth. 
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Christ Is the Life 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n John 14:6 Jesus says, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life: no one cometh ~nto the Fa
ther, but by me." In John 11:25 the Savior states, 

"I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
on me, though he die, yet shall he live." Within both of 
these passages Jesus identifies himself as "the life." 
What is the significance of this claim? It is the purpose 
of this article to set forth the meaning of this statement 
and how it applies to the salvation of mankind. 

The Biblical Concept of Life 
Genesis chapter one records that God is the source, 
originator, and creator of life, all life. Life did not 
spring from nonliving matter such as rocks and dirt 
through an evolutionary process. Even today with all 
mankind's advanced knowledge in the scientific field 
man still cannot create life. One of the very reasons 
why many scientists today are infatuated with the de
sire to discover evidence of water on the planet Mars 
is because they know water is a preclude to life. No 
water, no life. And no life, no evolutionary process, 
at least according to them. 

The Bible informs us that when God created man 
he, "breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). That is, man 
became a living, breathing· being. Not only did God 
originate life, but he sustains it. Therefore the 
apostle could say that God himself "giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things . . . for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being" (Acts 17:25, 28). 

Not only did God create physical life, but in cre
ating man a spiritual being he created spiritual and 
eternal life for mankind as well. When God created 
man and woman he placed them in the garden of 
Eden and gave them access to the "tree of life" (Gen. 
2:9). Adam and Eve could partake of the tree of life 
and live forever, i.e., eternally (Gen. 3 :22). From 
both a physical and spiritual standpoint man and 
woman could have lived with God forever. 

God informed them the day they ate of the "tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil" is the day they 
would surely die (Gen. 2:16-17). Death is the direct 
opposite of life. Their disobedience brought about 

16 ~~eF=d~~~: 

death, both physical and spiritual death. It was 
physical in the sense that physical death passed upon 
the human race as a consequence of that first sin 
(Rom. 5: 12). The human race from that point on
ward was subject to physical death. God told Adam, 
"in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re
turn" (Gen. 3: 19). 

It was spiritual death in the sense that sin sepa
rated man and woman from their fellowship with 
God and thus they were driven "forth from the gar
den of Eden" lest they "take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live forever" (Gen. 3 :22-24; cf. Isa. 
59:1-2). Concerning both the physical and spiritual 
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death of the first human pair brother Guy N. Woods 
states: 

The penalty of Adam's sin was death- first, 
spiritual death, consisting in the separation 
from God which he suffered as the result of 
his transgression in Eden, and occurring the 
moment he partook of the forbidden fruit; 
and secondly, physical death in consequence 
of having been separated from the 'tree of life' 
by which alone it was possible for him to per
petuate his physical existence. In view of the 
fact that the essential characteristic of death is 
separation, it follows that one may die in just 
as many senses as he can be joined to that 
which, as a result of such connection, pro
duces life. 1 

The "tree of life" emerges once again in the last 
book of the New Testament. This tree of life is said 
to be in the "paradise" or "garden" of God (Rev. 
2:7). What one must do to be able to partake of this 
tree of life, which results in living forever, i.e., eter
nally, is to do what Adam and Eve should have done 
- be obedient to the Divine will. "Blessed are they 
that keep his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life and may enter through the 
gates into the city" (Rev. 22: 14; cf. v. 19). Thus, 
from Genesis chapter two to Revelation chapter 22 
"the tree of life" is a theme which encompasses the 
entire biblical record. 

Our being able to partake of the "tree of life" in 
the paradise of God is made possible because of Jesus 
Christ "the Prince of life" (Acts 3: 15), "the Word of 
life" (1 John 1:1-2), and "the bread of life" Uohn 
6:35, 48), who offers us "the water of life," (Rev. 
21:6). It is he who has "the words of eternal life" 
Uohn 6:68; cf. "the word of life" Phil. 2: 16). As 
Christians we have "the promise of the life" (2 Tim. 
1:1), "the gift of life" (2 Pet. 3:7), "the justification 
of life" (Rom. 5:18), and "the crown of life" Uames 
1:12; Rev. 2:10) if our names are found written in 
"the book of life" (Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5). 

The Biblical Concept of Death 

The basic meaning of death is "separation." Even 
death of the physical body is biblically defined as a 
separation of the spirit from the body: "the body 
apart from the spirit is dead" Uames 2:26). The alien 
sinner is spiritually "dead in trespasses and sins" be
cause sin separates one from God (Eph. 2:1; Isa. 
59:1-2). When Paul therefore discusses the worldly 
widow as an apostate he says she is "dead while she 
liveth" (1 Tim • .S :6). "The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die" (Ezek. 18:4). That is, even though she is still 

physically alive, she is spiritually dead because her 
sins have separated her from God's fellowship. 

Thus, it is possible for an entire church of Christ, 
like the congregation at Sardis, to be "dead" and thus 
stand in need of repentance (Rev. 3:1-6). The reason 
Paul referred to his ministry as "the ministry of rec
onciliation" and the gospel of Christ as "the word of 
reconciliation" is because man is reconciled to God 
through Christ (2 Cor. 5: 18-19). The effects of sin, 
i.e. the barrier of separation between God and man, 
are alleviated by "the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world!" Uohn 1:29). 

Sin separates man from God. This is called death. 
The gospel of Christ reconciles man to God in 
fellowship. This is called life. Jesus died for our sins; 
that we might die to sin; that we might not die in sin 
(1 Cor. 15:3; Rom. 6:7; John 8:24). That is, Jesus 
died physically on the cross as a sacrifice to make 
available the remission of our sins (Matt. 26:28). 
This made it possible for us to "die to sin" or sepa
rate ourselves through repentance from a habitual 
lifestyle of the practice of sin (Rom. 6:1-2). It is pos
sible to "live" in sin and therefore one must be will
ing to "put to death" the practice of sin that Christ 
might be "our life" (Col. 3:3-7). If one therefore dies 
physically with his sins unforgiven, this is what Jesus 
calls "dying in sin" Uohn 8:24). 

One re-enacts the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Christ in gospel obedience. Just as Jesus died on 
the cross so it is that we have "died to sin" in repen
tance when we are "crucified with Christ" (Rom. 
6:1-7; Gal. 2:20). Just as Jesus was buried in the 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea, so it is that we are 
"buried with him in baptism" (Col. 2: 12; Rom. 6:3-
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4 ). And just as Jesus rose from the dead on the third 
day so it is that we are "raised with him" to walk a 
new life (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:3-4). Basic facts pertain
ing to the gospel are that Jesus died, was buried, and 
then raised from that burial on the third day. Yet it is 
these very things that are recapitulated in our death, 
burial, and resurrection to the newness of life in our 
obedience to the gospel. 

The "wages" or consequence of sin is "death," 
but the free gift of God is "life," eternal life (Rom. 
6:23). The consequences of sin has always been 
death, from Genesis chapter two and onward, both 
physical and spiritual death. I believe the "death" 
here spoken of in Romans 6:23, however, is eternal 
separation from God known as "the second death" 
(Rev. 20: 14-15). This is identified as that final and 
eternal separation from God when the unrighteous 
are banished "from the presence of the Lord" into 
"the lake of fire" to be "punished with everlasting 
destruction" (Matt. 25:41, 46; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Matt. 
7:21-23). 

It follows then that "death" is never portrayed in 
the Bible as a cessation of existence or consciousness. 
It is not extinction. It is not annihilation. It is simply 
and solely the idea of separation whether used in the 
context of physical or spiritual death. 

Eternal Life Versus Eternal Death 

The phrase "eternal life" (zoe aionios) occurs in the 
New Testament 43 times. It never suggests mere ex
istence but always the inexpressible joy of associa
tion with God and all that is good. It's opposite, eter
nal death, never denotes a nonexistence but always 
separation from, and the loss of heaven, and all that 
it entails. As eternal life is synonymous with unend
ing happiness, so eternal death denotes ceaseless mis
ery. 

The phrase "eternal life" includes both the qual
ity and the endless duration of the life hereafter. The 
adjective used to denote the duration of the enjoy
ment of the righteous in heaven is the same as that 
which designates the period which shall characterize 
the wicked in the hell of fire. "But these shall go 
away into eternal (aionios) punishment; but the righ
teous into eternal (aionios) life" (Matt. 25 :46). 2 

When does one become a recipient of eternal 
life? Is it when one initially obeys the gospel to re
ceive the remission of sins? Or, is it after one experi
ences physical death? It is necessary to recognize 
there are two classes of scriptures within the Bible 
touching on the theme of eternal life. One group of 
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passages asserts that eternal life is promised to the 
believer. The other set of passages speak of eternal 
life as being possessed by the believer. Each of these 
passages must be considered in light of and in har
mony with the other. Truth is always consistent with 
itself. The scriptures are never contradictory and 
therefore must always be harmonized by the respon
sible student to arrive at truth. 

In the first set of passages the apostle Paul men
tions our "hope of eternal life" (Titus 1 :2). The 
apostle John says, '~d this is the promise which he 
promised us, even the life eternal" (1 John 2:25). In 
these two passages we have the "hope" and the 
"promise" of eternal life. But in the second group of 
passages inspiration records, '~d the witness is this, 
that God gave unto us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. These things have I written unto you, that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, even unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God" (1 John 
5:11, 13 ). Here the Bible states that the believer is in 
possession of everlasting life. How may we properly 
harmonize these two classes of passages and thus re
solve what some confuse as conflicting statements? 

According to the passages above we live in 
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"hope" of eternal life. It has been "promised" to us 
as God's children. But one does not hope for that 
which he already possesses. Nor does the reception 
of promised blessings precede the promise itself. 
Thus, we are not in actual, present possession of 
eternal life while living on earth. Any view which 
changes the "hope" of Titus 1:2 to a realization; and 
the promise of 1 John 2:25 to actual, present posses
sion, conflicts with the plain teaching of the text. 

Other passages, therefore, which convey that 
"we have eternal life" cannot be properly interpreted 
to mean that we already have eternal life in actual 
possession. This interpretation would make the in
spired authors contradict themselves. The meaning 
must be, then, that we have eternal life in prospect 
and in promise to be realized and received at the end 
of the age when, in triumph, we are forever beyond 
the possibility of apostasy. 3 

In his 1946 debate with Missionary Baptist 
preacher, A.U. Nunnery, brother Guy N. Woods an
swers the question as to when one receives eternal 
life. He does this by way of refuting the Baptist error 
of "once saved, always saved." Brother Woods states: 

But when does the child of God actually re
ceive eternal life? Mark 10:30, "But he shall 
receive a hundredfold now in this time ... and 
in the world to come eternal life." This pas
sage places eternal life in the world to come. 
According to Baptist doctrine one has more 
here than he will have in heaven. We have a 
hundred fold here, jesus declares, and to it 
Mr. Nunnery adds, eternal life. In the next 
life, we will have only eternal life; hence, 
more here than there, according to Mr. Nun
nery!" 

The Life Personified 
Jesus Christ is "life" personified. He is the one who 
was instrumental in creating all physical and spiritual 
life Uohn 1:1-3). He became incarnate in human 
form, died for the sins of mankind, and was then res
urrected to life that we might have "eternal life." 
Thus, Jesus claims twice within the gospel of John to 
be "the life." 

Life is one of John's characteristic concepts. He 
uses the term 36 times in the book of John, 17 times 
in Revelation, and 13 times in 1 John.5 In John 1:4 
the text states that "In him was life." The life which 
is in him is the sum of all physical, spiritual, and eter
nal life. This is true because he is the giver and pre
server of all life. He is the fountain, source, and 
sustainer of all life Uohn 5 :26). The same apostle 
later writes that_.God gives unto us "eternal life, and 

this life is in his Son" ( 1 John 5: 11). In Jesus Christ, 
and in him alone, is eternal life made possible. 

Life is a wonderful thing. Some of the greatest 
benefits we have in life as human beings have to do 
with the physical blessings that God so graciously 
supplies. But even these dim in comparison to aU of 
the precious spiritual blessings that we have access to 
in Christ. Jesus said, "I came that they may have life, 
and may have it abundantly" Uohn 10:10). The 
apostle Paul states that we have "promise of the life 
which now is, and of that which is to come" (1 Tim. 
4:8). May we all put forth the necessary diligence to 
walk the strait and narrow that leads unto "life" 
(Matt. 7:13-14). 

Endnotes 
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2Wayne A. Detzler, New Testament Words in Today's Language 

(Wheaton, IL: Vixtor Books, 1986), pp. 106-107, 260-261. 
30ur possessing eternal life in promise or prospect is much like our 

entrance into the kingdom. The person who is "born again" enters the 
kingdom of God Uohn 3:5; Col. 1:13), but there is also a future aspect 
of the kingdom into which the saved enter at the end of the way (2 Tim. 
4: 18; 2 Pet. 1:11; Matt. 25:34 ). So it is that there is a sense in which the 
redeemed has life (1 John 5:12) and another sense in which one will en
ter into life (Mark 9:43). See Wayne jackson, Notes from the Margin of 
My Bible, Vol. 2 (Stockton, CA: Courier Publications, 1993), pp. 158-
159. 

4Guy N. Woods, The Woods-Nunnery Debate on Baptism and 
Apostasy (Huntingdon, TN: Joyce Hendrix), pp. 255-256. 

5Leon Morris, The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament- The Gospel of john (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971), pp. 
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Sun Myung Moon 

General Teachings/ Activities 
Sun Myung Moon, founder of the Unification 
Church, says he is the Messiah of the Second Coming 
and that his family is the first true family in all history! 
(His followers have been nicknamed "Moonies.") He 
is also the power behind an international network 
which includes more than 350 closely affiliated com
panies worldwide (280 of them in the U.S.), including 
the Washington Times, the International Cultural 
Foundation, the Washington Institute for Values and 
Public Policy, Paragon House Publishers, the Christian 
Bernard jewelry chain, and Happy World toy and 
clothing outlets. Other Unification Church holdings 
include the following: 

• Political groups: American Freedom Coalition, 
CAUSU USA, CAUSU International, American Lead
ership Conference, American Constitution Commit
tee, Association for the Unity of Latin America. 

• Media organizations: News World Communi
cations, New York City Tribune, Insight Magazine, 
World Media Association. 

• Businesses: One Up Enterprises, U.S. Property 
Development, International Oceanic Enterprises. 

• Religious organizations: 55 principal worship 
centers (two in California, Texas and New York, one 
in every other state, D.C., and Puerto Rico), and 206 
additional churches. 

The official title of the Unification Church is The 
Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World 
Christianity. It was officially founded in 1954 by 
Moon, who claims that in 1936, when he was 16, 
Jesus Christ appeared to him on a mountain side in 
Northwestern Korea and told him that God had cho
sen him for the mission of establishing the Kingdom 
of Heaven on Earth. After World War II, Moon re
turned to Pyongyang, the capital of communist 
North Korea, where he set up his first church 
(1945). 

There, according to reports, Moon involved his 
congregation in an unusual ritual known as "blood 
separation," during which female members of the 
church were required to have sex with him to cleanse 
themselves of Satan's influence. In 1948, North Ko
rean authorities arrested and jailed Moon (he spent 
two years in a labor camp), accusing him of bigotry 
and adultery. Moon was finally liberated by United 
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Nations' troops during the Korean War (1950). (Still 
today, Moon's sermons focus on sex and the idea of 
female submissiveness. In 1995, on "True Parents 
Day," he observed, "Woman was born to connect in 
love with man's sexual organ. Man and woman's 
sexual organs are the place of the true love palace.") 
After the Korean War, Moon fled to South Korea and 
established the Unification Church, which now 
claims more than three million members worldwide 
(about 45,000 U.S.), but both these figures are be
lieved by many to be grossly exaggerated (e.g., The 
Encyclopedia Americana reports Moon's church 
membership at only 30,000 worldwide) . 

Moon's Unification Church has been the subject 
of much national publicity, primarily due to Moon's 
federal conviction on income tax fraud for which he 
served 11 months in federal prison. Moon is a perma
nent resident of the U.S. (since 1973 ), and believes 
that the U.S. will be the future base of operations for 
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the "Lord of the Second Advent" (a title to which 
Moon himself has laid claim!). Moon's theology is a 
mind-boggling mixture of Pentecostal "Christianity," 
Eastern mysticism, anti-Communism, pop psychol
ogy, and metaphysics. 

Moon's legal problems stemmed from his being 
charged with having failed to pay tax on a combined 
interest income of $ 150,000, resulting in less than 
$7,500 in tax. He was also charged (along with 
Takeru Kamiyama, Moon's aide) with having falsi
fied tax return statements and with perjury. After an 
audit was made of Moon's 1973-75 returns, the Jus
tice Department fill ed a thirteen-count indictment 
which sought to prove that Moon was the principle 
beneficiary and owner of interest-bearing accounts in 
the Chase Manhattan Bank, and stock in a corpora
tion, Tong II Enterprises. These accounts bore 
Moon's personal name only as the beneficiary. In the 
three years in question, $ 1.7 million had been depos
ited in these accounts. Moon made personal transac
tions in the form of loans to other Unification 
Church organizations, and other purchases including 
his personal estate, "East Garden" in Tarrytown, 
NewYork. · 

Moon's defense, in its appeals for review, never 
argued against the validity of the charges against 
Moon, but against the process by w hich he was 
found guilty. In M oon's Petition for Certiorari, we 
read, ''At issue in this petition is not the facts the gov
ernment purports to have established, but the pro
cess - including the choice of tribunal and the 
charge to the jury - by which the government ob
tained the result it sought." 

Moon was convicted and sent to the Federal Cor
rectional Institution in Danbury, Connecticut, for a 
term· of 18 months for tax evasion, falsifying tax 
documents, and perjury. He served 11 months of his 
sentence and was released to serve the remainder at 
the Oxford Pro ject halfway house in Brooklyn. 
There he was free to conduct his church business 
during the day, but was required to spend nights at 
the fac ility. After only two more months he was re
leased for "good behavior." 

Upon Moon's release from prison, his God and 
Freedom Committee spent over $100,000 on a pub
lic relations effort to welcome him at a banquet 
where a purported 1,700 religious leaders dined, 
then listened to several speakers laud Moon. Besides 
the Coalition for Religious Freedom, the list of 
churches and other groups that filed amicus briefs 
with the court on behalf of Moon include the follow-

ing: National Council for the Churches of Christ in 
the USA; American Baptist Churches in the USA; 
Presbyterian Church USA; National Association of 
Evangelicals; Southern Christian Leadership Confer
ence; The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints (Mormons); American Civil Liberties Union; 
The Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights; 
and the American Association of Christian Schools. 

Media Spotlight's investigation (Media Spotlight, 
January-March 1986) determined that the charge of 
" religious and ethnic persecution" was originally 
brought by Moon and the Unification Church. 
Through a broad public relations campaign, pastors 
of tens of thousands of churches in the United States 
were contacted for the purpose of garnering their 
support for Moon based on the Unification Church's 
claim that he was suffering under religious persecu
tion, and that if they wanted to ensure their own 
freedoms, they must rally to his defense. The Unifi
cation Church spent approximately $30 million in its 
campaign, of which $4.5 million was spent on a mail 
blitz to 300,000 ministers who received a box bear
ing the words: ''A GIFT FOR YOU FROM SOME 
FOLKS WHO CARE." Inside were three video cas
settes containing six hours of doctrinal lectures, two 
books expounding the Divine Principle, some pam
phlets, and two letters from Mose Durst, president 
of the Unification Church in America. Sadly, many 
so-called evange lical leaders were taken in by this 
ploy. 

In 1993, a 10,000-member-strong alliance of aca
demics founded by Moon - the Professors World 
Peace Academy (PWPA) - rescued the small Univer
sity of Bridgeport (CT) with a $50,000 loan and 
grant package. In exchange, PWPA received control 
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of the University's board of trustees. This prompted 
a lawsuit from a Bridgeport coalition. PWPA is by 
charter, independent, but 90o/o of its money comes 
from the Unification Church, and it resolved a de
cade ago "to work with Moon toward the establish
ment of a God-centered world of universal fellow
ship and harmony." Steven Hassan, a former Moon 
rising star, says Moon is deadly serious and danger
ous. He says no Moon affiliate is independent, but 
that all are links in his scheme for "taking over the 
world" (7/1/93, Calvary Contender). 

A two-page advertisement in Moon's 5/17/93 
Washington Times printed the speech that Moon de
livered on 5/15/93 in Washington, D.C. titled: "True 
Parents and the Completed Testament Age." The fol
lowing excerpt provides an excellent summary of 
"Moonie" ecumenical socialism (from the 6/28/93 
Christian News). 

"It was God's will that the Messiah of the Second 
Coming should unite the two hostile blocs. That is 
why I mobilized our church to help settle conflicts 
between the right wing, represented by the free 
world, and the left wing, represented by commu
nism. We have also worked on behalf of Christianity 
and Judaism as a peacemaker with our Islamic broth
ers and sisters." 

Despite Moon's ''World Anti-Communist League," 
he, in reality, advocates a Communist/Socialist society. 
His Multiplex Umbrella of organizations are clones 
of his ideologies expressed in Divine Principles 
(the Moonie bible). He teaches that Socialism is God's 
Heavenly Kingdom here on earth. According to 
Moon's theology, man's original mind, the "heavenly 
side," is trying to realize the principle of coexistence, 
co-prosperity, and common cause. Moon is not the 
image he portrays to his Moonies or to many of the 
politically active "evangelicals" he fellowships with. 
He is part of the One World, One Religion, Anti
Christ system (Bold Truth Press). [Moon has praised 
Gorbachev, and has called "Marxist" Martin Luther 
King "the greatest American of this century." Moon 
also has built a $250 million automobile plant in com
munist China, and has established a friendship with 
Moscow's communist leadership, stating that: "The 
Soviet Union will be at the center of God's providence 
in the next century."] 

Sun Myung Moon's "spiritual discernment" sup
posedly enables him to pick the right mates for mem
bers of the Unification Church, his followers say. 
Moon reportedly spent two months matching photo
graphs and applications in preparation for a 1992 
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mass wedding ceremony. On 8/25/92 in Seoul, about 
30,000 couples were wed. At the service, Moon and 
his wife were called the "true parents of mankirid" 
(9/7/92, NIR Report). In 1995, more than 720,000 
people - two-thirds of whom were renewing their 
vows -were married via satellite at 545 sites in 
more than 100 countries; 10,000 of those participat
ing were American. Moon and his wife spent 15 
months matching people for marriage, using photo
graphs categorized by sex, age and nationality. Japa
nese couples paid $29,000 each to participate in the 
ceremony; Americans paid $2,000. Church officials 
say the money goes for satellite charges and the costs 
for 200,000 Mrican cpuples, but a number of Protes
tant churches in Korea said that the ceremonies, 
which have brought the church $1.3 billion through
out the years, are just a way for the church to make 
money. (Source: 9/25/95, Christian News, p. 14.) 

In purveying his "heavenly deceit," Moon incor
porates classical cultic tactics to lure unsuspecting 
youth into his fold. Through various front organiza
tions, he attracts idealistic people who are seeking 
for ways to bring about a better world. His staunch 
anti-communism and anti-secular humanism pro
vides a platform upon which he displays the "evils of 
the world." Pointing to abortion, pornography, 
crime, prostitution, and other evils that plague west
ern civilization, Moon offers hope for what he calls a 
"New Age" of righteousness under the coming salva
tion through obedience to Moon. 

Recruits lives are kept busy with non-stop work, 
lecture sessions, and fund-raising activities. For their 

BROWN. TRAIL. 
SQIOOL OP fRBAQIING 

-Faculty-
Gerald Ball Ken Gardner 
Charles Billingsley Ken Hope 
Bill Burk Randall Morris 
Owen Cosgrove Hardeman Nichols 
Perry Cotham Eddie Parrish 
Robert Dodson Robert Stapleton 
Larry Evans 

• Study in our two-year program 
• Tuition Free • 55 Courses • Qualified Faculty 

Robert Stapleton • Director 
Larry E. Evans .Jr •• Dean 

P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 • Fax (817) 282-5803' 

The Brown Trail School of Preaching does not disc~iminate 
on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic Qrigin. 



efforts, they are provided meals and a bed in one of 
Moon's communes spread throughout America, 
Western Europe, Korea, and Japan. Married couples 
who join are separated and their children are taken 
from them to be raised in Moon's nurseries. The 
children are told that the "Reverend" and Mrs. 
Moon are their parents. Single Moonies are discour
aged from developing close friendships with mem
bers of the opposite sex. Rather, they are required to 
purify themselves through prayer and hard work un
til the time Moon assigns them a marriage partner. 
"Before marriage, Moonies must confess any sexual 
sins to the ' Father ' and beg his forgiveness. After 
marriage, intercourse is banned for forty days and 
then spouses are usually assigned to different - and 
distant - locations. As a result, Moonies produce 
few children. 

Beliefs of Unification Church/Sun Myung Moon 

In 1976, The New York Times made the fo llowing as
tute observatio n about Moon and the Unification 
Church: "While church members accept Moon's the
ology as revealed truth, non-members generally find 
it a mind-boggling mixture of Pentecostal Christian
ity, Eastern mysticism, anti-Communism, pop psy
chology, and metaphysics." Below are the highlights 
of what the Moonies believe concerning their source 
of authority, Biblical interpretation, the fall of man, 
the occult, sin, Christ, salvation, the Holy Spirit, the 
Trinity, marriage, eschatology, and heaven and hell: 
[Unless otherwise cited, five primary sources were 
used for this report - Unification Chu rch Cult re
port; Revised 11/01 : (1) Grolier's 1995 Multimedia 
Encyclopedia; (2) Funk & Wagnall's Encyclopedia; 
(3) "What They Believe," Harold ]. Berry, 
BTTB:1990, pp. 243-267; (4) "H oly Spirit Associa
tion for the Unifi cation of World Christianity," Rick 
Branch (Watchman Fellowship Profile, 1993); and 
(5) Examining & Exposing Cultic & Occultic Move
ments, J ack Sin, "Unification Church," Apri l 2000, 
pp. 32-33.]: 

1. Source of Authority. The Moonies teach that the 
Bible is "not the truth itself, but a textbook teaching 
the truth." Moon's 536-page spiritual manifesto, Di
vine Principle (1957), is considered to be their scrip
tures (supposedly revealed directly to Moon by Jesus 
Christ), along with the Bible. (Divine Principle is con
sidered to be the "third testament" of the Bible, and 
superior to the Bible.) They also believe in continuing 
revelation. (Moon claims to have received new revela
tions from God; i.e., "I spoke with Jesus Christ in the 

spirit world . And I also spoke with John the Baptist. 
This is my authority.") Even Divine Principle is not the 
complete truth. "The Divine Principle revealed in this 
book is only part of the new truth .... as time goes on, 
deeper parts of the truth will be continually revealed" 
(Unification Theology, p. 16). 

Ultimately, Moon's interpretations and teachings 
are considered to be the final and absolute source of 
authority. Moon's teachings warn church members 
that life on earth is a continuous battle between good 
and evil - where they are the Chosen People - and 
everyone outside of the "True Family," including 
their biological parents, may be agents of Satan. Any 
person harboring doubts about Moon is deemed to 
be allowing himself to be part of the work of Satan. 

2. Method of Interpretation. The Moonies inter
pret much of the Bible allegorically; they teach that 
the thieves on the cross represent democracy (the 
"right") and Communism (the "left"). They claim that 
" resurrection" does not refer to raising the dead, but 
to accepting the "word of God" (cf. 1 Cor. 15: 12-20). 
They say that the expression "end of the world" only 
means that "evil is going to end." Moon also believes 
the Bible teaches that C hristianity is not the one and 
only divinely revealed and saving faith. He says that 
"God has established many religions .... God cannot 
be fo und where there is conflict. Catholicism and 
Protestantism must become one." 

3. Dualism and the Fall . Moonies believe that ev
erything in existence has a dual aspect, including 
God. They claim that God originally intended for 
Adam and Eve to have a brother/sister relationship 
until they reached perfection, and that Adam and 
Eve were supposed to establish God's kingdom on 
earth through marriage and childbearing. Therefore, 
the Fall was the result of sexual sin; i.e., that Eve had 
sexual relations with Satan (the spiritual fall) and 
then with Adam (the physical fall). 

4 . The Occult. Moon admits communicating 
with familiar spirits by means of seances. [It is a well-
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known fact that Moon has participated in seances 
conducted by a spirit transmedium named Arthur 
Ford (a famous Philadelphian necromancer). Ford's 
"spirit guide" first spoke of Moon on 11/1/64, again 
on 3/18/65, and on 4/21/65 (Unknown But Known, 
p. 121). Moon was present at this last seance and his 
comments were tape recorded and later transcribed.] 
Though the Christian ordinances of baptism and 
communion are avoided by the Unification Church, 
it readily accepts clairvoyance, automatic handwrit
ing, and mediumistic trances. 

5. Sin. Unification theology teaches that Adam 
and Eve's fall came not from disobedience in eating 
fruit from the tree of knowledge, but was sexual in 
nature. Eve's sin, the church holds, was engaging in 
an act of sex with Satan, and Adam's was in turn "a 
premature act of love" with Eve, thus leading to 
mankind's physical corruption. Adam and Eve thus 
failed to fulfill God's plan for them to be the "true 
parents" of mankind. According to Moon, then, sin is 
a matter of genetics {physical children of Lucifer), not 
moral choice. Salvation, therefore, requires a physical 
redemption; i.e. it is a matter of being born of Moon's 
physical bond or entering a marriage union chosen 
and blessed by Moon himself. [Originally, "Blood 
cleansing" as defined by Moon was accomplished for 
any male by having sexual relations with a woman that 
had been "cleansed" by Moon (i.e., had sexual rela
tions with Moon). Now, those who totally submit to 
Moon's authority (e.g., defined as turning over all fi
nancial assets to the Unification Church, allowing 
Moon to choose one's mate, etc.) may consider their 
devotion to be a spiritual kind of purification not re
quiring sexual cohabitation.] 

6. God the Father. "Unification theology asserts 
that God has both masculine and feminine qualities 
based on the universal fact of polarity ... " There are 
similarities between the Unification Church theology 
of God the Father and the deity concept of I Ching, 
Confucianism, Taoism, and even the Hindu worship 
of a Mother Goddess:" ... God must exist in polarity. 
That is, He must possess within Himself the dual 
characteristics of masculinity and femininity which 
are perfectly expressed and fully harmonized in His 
nature. The doctrine of divine polarity taught by 
Unification theology should be seen not as an eccen
tric novelty but rather as a reaffirmation of a valid 
theological insight" (Unification Theology, p. 56). 

7. jesus Christ. Moonies deny the deity of Jesus 
Christ; instead they claim He was just a man, not 
God. ("God is just like you and me. All human traits 
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originate in God." -Moon, Christianity in Crisis, p. 
4; and "He can by no means be God Himself."
Divine Principle, pp. 210-211). They teach that Jesus 
was not virgin born, but was the bastard offspring of 
Zechariah and Mary! They also claim that Jesus 
failed in His earthly mission (Divine Principle, pp. 
143-145), and that Christ's purpose in coming was 
to marry and to produce perfect children. However, 
He was killed before He could fulfill His mission 
(i.e., "The Cross is the symbol of defeat of Christian
ity," Moon, 1973). Moonies believe that John the 
Baptist was responsible for the death of Jesus (by 
failing to convert his audience into a power bloc fo r 
Jesus) (Divine Principle, pp. 15 6-162), and that 
Christ's death on the cross was not an original or es
sential part of God's plan of redemption (" ... how
ever devout a man of faith may be, he cannot fulfill 
physical salvation by redemption through Jesus cru
cifixion alone," Divine Principle, p. 148), but that 
God merely used it to provide an incomplete, spiri
tual salvation. They do not believe that Jesus was 
physically resurrected (cf. 1 Cor. 15: 12-20), but that 
He returned as a spirit, and that a "third Adam" must 
come to fulfill God's plan for physical salvation by 
marrying and producing the sinless race. The Unifi
cation Church has given titles to Moon that indicate 

Lambert Book House 
publishers of 

The Living Way 
and 

New Living Bible Lessons 
introduces an 

Adult Bible 

New Books 
Added Each 

Quarter. 
Written By 

Faithful Members OfThe Church. 



it considers him to be this "third Adam." 
8. Salvation. Moonies teach the "Law of Indem

nity"- that God's children must pay for at least a 
part of their debt of sin before God will forgive 
them. They believe a person earns his salvation 
through fasting, fund-raising, recruitment, and other 
such works. They claim that both a spiritual and a 
physical salvation are needed - and that the "third 
Adam" will provide physical salvation by marrying 
and producing sinless children (Divine Principle, p. 
148). They teach that once the "third Adam" comes, 
those who have paid indemnity will also be able to 
marry and bear sinless children. Moonies view 
Moon as that "third Adam" who provides physical 
salvation through a perfect family (indeed, his twelve 
children are considered sinless!), and extends this 
perfection to his followers through their obedience 
to him. 

9. Holy Spirit. "In Unification theology the main 
point is that the Holy Spirit is not a separate entity, a 
being different from God the Father. The Holy Spirit 
simply refers to God's redemptive activity." Further, 
the Holy Spirit, " ... appears feminine, masculine and 
impersonal. ... Like God Himself, the Spirit ·is invis
ible and incorporeal - a bright light or a field of 
magnetic energy" (Unification Theology, pp. 201-
202). Moonies also teach that the Holy Spirit is a 
"female spirit" - the "True Mother" and spiritual 
wife of Jesus (Divine Principle, p. 215). "She" also 
cleanses the sins of the people in order to restore 
them, thus indemnifying the sin committed by Eve. 

10. Trinity. Moonies deny the Biblical concept of 
the Trinity. They teach that the "third Adam," his 
bride, and ·God constituted the first "trinity," and 
that mankind will be restored by forming trinities 
with God through marriage. Young Oon Kim, pro
fessor of systematic theology at the Unification 
Theological Seminary, stated, "Unification theology 
starts with the fact of polarity as the main clue for 
understanding the essential nature of God. Hence it 
is not primarily interested in defending the 
Trinitarian doctrine of the fourth century creeds" 
(Unification Theology, p. 53). 

11. Mam4ge. Moonies claim that marriage is the 
most important means of establishing God's king
dom on earth. Moon teaches that "God-centered 
families are :t~~ building blocks of a world of peace, 
stability, an(l:,\ove," and that only those who are mar
ried will be·:~aved, or qualified, for the kingdom. 
Hence, MoQJ)'s fondness for mass marriage ceremo
nies, wherein]5,000 to 50,000 couples are married 

at a time, most whom have never met before! [Moon 
and his wife, Hak-ja Han Moon (wife #4 - he di
vorced the first three), charge each couple an ar
rangement fee for these mass marriages, which has 
brought the church more than two billion dollars 
throughout the years.] A ceremony marrying 3.6 mil
lion couples (most by satellite) occurred in 1997, and 
another 120 million couples in 2000. (These num
bers are, of course, highly suspect.) 

Moonism transcends biology. Church members 
are considered the "True Family" and Moon and his 
wife are the world's "True Parents"- "my wife and 
I are cleansing everything that was polluted by false 
love, false life, and false lineage. Our marriage has 
achieved the True Parents position; the large interna
tional marriage ceremonies which we conduct are to 
sow the seed of true love, true life, and true lineage, 
which results from the unity of God's love and man's 
love" (1995). Members .celebrate as birthdays the 
day they joined the Unification Church. 

12. Second Coming. Moonies use biblical terms 
to refer to the Second Coming, but have changed 
their meanings. They deny that Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, will return, but say that God will send an
other man as the "third Adam." They deny that the 
"Christ" will come in the clouds, but instead that he 
will be born just as Jesus was in the First Advent. 
They teach that the Kingdom of God on earth and in 
heaven will be established by the "third Adam" 
through marriage. The bottom line is that they be
lieve that Moon is this "third Adam" and that he has 
begun to establish God's kingdom- "He [God] is 
living in me. I am the incarnation of Himself." 
[Moon says that Jesus failed at the First Coming, but 
he (Moon) will not! (speech.on 8/24/92).] 

13. Heaven and Hell. Moonies teach that heaven 
is a realm of the spirit world and that hell is inconse
quential because it will "pass away as heaven ex
pands," and all mankind is redeemed. Also, one's 
destination after death depends on his spirit's "quality 
of life on earth; by the degree of goodness we build 
into them through actions." Rather than immortal 
perfectio~, Moon teaches that in the afterlife his fol
lowers will experience the same "desires, dislikes, and 
aspirations as before death." 

Summary: According to Moon, it was God's plan 
for Jesus to find a perfect mate and produce sinless 
children, bringing about the world's physical and 
spiritual salvation. But Jesus failed because he 
couldn't get the Jews to accept him as Messiah. The 
Crucifixion was a "mistake" which thwarted God's 
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plans and made it necessary for a new Messiah to 
come during this present age. This new "messiah," 
called the "Lord of the Second Advent" by Moon, 
was born in Korea in 1920 (which, coincidentally, is 
the place and time of his own birth). 

By the year 2000, Moon claimed, the Messiah 
would be revealed (cf. Duet. 18:22). Therefore, 
Moon does not want us to think of the Second Com
ing in terms of a literal interpretation of scripture, 
which states that Jesus will come in the clouds with 
great glory. Moon insists that the second messiah will 
be a Korean man born of the flesh - and those who 
do not accept him will face God's wrath. 

Accordingly, everyone must be born again by 
new parents in order to fulfill God's original plan of 
redemption. Translated into Moon's theology, this 
means: acceptance of Moon and his wife as spiritual 
parents is necessary for salvation. 

Quotes from Moon Illustrating 
Essential Theological Points 

• "He [God] is living in me and I am the incarna
tion of Himself .... The whole world is in my hand, 
and I will conquer and subjugate the world." 

• "God is now throwing Christianity away and is 
now establishing a new religion, and this new reli
gion is the Unification Church." 

• ~I the Christians in the world are destined to 
be absorbed by our movement." 

• "There have been saints, prophets, many reli
gious leaders in past human history. Master here 
[Moon] is more than any of those people and greater 
than Jesus himself." 

• "I [Moon] am the Alpha and Omega, the be
ginning and the end." 

• "God and man are one. Man is incarnate 
God." 

Endnotes 
Note on Seances: In 1965, one of the most interest
ing events in Moon's life took place. He had a sitting 
with famed Spirit Medium Arthur Ford. At this 
seance, Moon was given information by. Fletcher, 
Ford's spirit guide, concerning his destiny as a spiri
tual leader. Present at this occultic ceremony were 
Ford, Moon, Bo Hi Pak (a leader in the Unification 
Church), as well as Miss Kim, Moon's interpreter. 
Mter Ford had gone into a trance, Pak asked, "Could 
you ask him in connection with the New Age, more 
specifically, the mission of Our Leader here today?" 
Fletcher answered, "He is one of those who will be 
the human instrument through whom the World 
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Teacher will be able to speak .... The Jesus of Galilee 
will not return, it is not necessary. The Christ who 
manifested through him is the Eternal, he will mani
fest again .... But the important thing to remember is 
that when God wants to make a revelation he has to 
choose a human instrument .... Sun Myung Moon is 
the one I have been· talking about. I have been speak
ing for a group of people here. This group seems to 
surround him. And the power that flows through 
him, the intelligence, is not just one it is a great 
group of people. And they seem all to draw their in
spiration and their knowledge from One Source and 
then they seem to pour it symbolically into a pool 
and in some strange symbolical way that pool be
comes Sun Myung Moon." Fletcher, having men
tioned revelation, was then asked by Pak, "You are 
speaking of New Revelation; that means you are 
speaking of the Divine Principle brought by Sun 
Myung Moon?" Fletcher answered, "That's part of 
it, yes, but even Sun Myung Moon has not exhausted 
the possibilities of the Divine Mind. He is, and as 
long as he lives will continue to be, a channel for rev
elation" (Unknown But Known, pp. 131-139). 

Note on Mass Marriages: The term "Mass Mar
riage" is actually a misnomer, but that is what they 
are P<?Pularly known as. In reality, no one is being 
married in these mass wedding spectacles. Instead, 
the "Blessing," as Moonies refer to this event, is a re
ligious ceremony and not actual weddings. Though 
they are dressed as brides and grooms and repeat 
marriage vows at these events, the ones that intend 
to be husband and wife will have to obtain marriage 
licenses from whatever jurisdiction they reside in. In 
former years, only those couples that Sun Myung 
Moon had matched (Moon chose usually complete 
strangers who would then become husband and wife 
based on Moon's selection) or those who had passed 
very stringent qualifications (including from 3 to 7 
years of celibacy before marriage) would be allowed 
to be 'blessed' by Moon. In recent years, these events 
are often billed as a 'recommitment of marriage' to 
unsuspecting participants. (See Unification Church 
Home Page on the Internet). · · 
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Heritage Christian University 

JJrd Annual Evangelism Workshop 
-September 22·25, 2004-

WWednesday,Sept.22 
7:00 a.m ....................... Breakfast- African Christian Schools Foundation 
8:30 a.m ....................... The Art of Waking People Up .................................................................... Charles Hodge 
9:30 a.m ....................... Biblical Rote Models for Today's Leaders .............................................. Wendell Winkler 

...................... Leading Ladies 1 ..................................................................................... Teresa Hampton 
10:30 a.m ....................... Practical Pointers forToday's Leaders ................................................... Wendell Winkler 

...................... Leading Ladies 2 ..................................................................................... Teresa Hampton 
1 :00 p.m ....................... Leadership Lessons From Nehemiah .................................................... Bill Goodpasture 
2:00 p.m ....................... Learning to Lead 1 ....................................................................................... Dennis Jones 

...................... Chosen by the Master 1 .................................................................................... Lisa Minor 
3:00 p.m ....................... Learning to Lead 2 ....................................................................................... Dennis Jones 

...................... Chosen by the Master 2 .................................................................................... Lisa Minor 
7:00 p.m ....................... How to Lead When You're Not in Charge ...................................................... Jerry Taylor 

Thursday, Sept. 23 
7:00 a.m ....................... Breakfast- Nashville Inner City Ministry 
8:30 a.m ....................... What If Nobody Wants to Lead? ...................................................................... J.J. Turner 
9:30 a.m ....................... Leadership Skills for Today's Leaders .................................................... Wendell Winkler 

...................... Leading From the Pew ................................................................................... Jerry Taylor 

...................... Five Fundamentals of Effective Leadership ............................................ Alan Hutchison 

...................... Leading Your Family and Friends to Christ 1 .............................................. Ron Maynard 
10:30 a.m ....................... Today's Leaders Meeting Today's Needs .............................................. Wendell Winkler 

...................... The Heart of Serving .............................................................................. Russ Crosswhite 

...................... Mobilizing Men: A How-to Course That Works 1 ............................................ Steven Guy 

...................... Encouraging Leadership in Others 1 ......................................................... Betty Hamblen 
1:00 p.m ....................... Leading From Your Knees ........................................................................ Charles Hodge 
2:00 p.m ....................... Maximizing Your Influence ............................................................................... J.J. Turner 

...................... Losing the Right to Lead ............................................................................... Klppy Myers 

...................... What Preachers Wish Brethren Knew About Preachers ............................. Eddie Harper 

...................... Encouraging Leadership in Others 2 ......................................................... Betty Hamblen 
3:00 p.m ....................... Creative Teaching: A Model Presentation ........................................................ Coy Roper 
7:00 p.m ....................... Opportunity in the Present Circumstances: Leading in My World ............... Lonnie Jones 

Friday, Sept. 24 
7:00 a.m ....................... Breakfast- HCU Admissions Department 
8:30 a.m ....................... Profiles in Leadership ........................................................................................ V.P. Black 
9:30 a.m ....................... Are Leaders Born or Made? ........................................................................... David Jones 

...................... Leadership in the Restoration Movement ......................................................... Scott Harp 

...................... Empowering God's People ........................................................................ Justo Dorantes 

...................... Leading Your Family and Friends to Christ 2 .............................................. Ron Maynard 
10:30 a.m ....................... What Brethren Wish the Elders Knew About Leadership ................................. V.P. Black 

...................... Leading God's People in a Humanistic World .............................................. James Farris 

...................... Mobilizing Men: A How-to Course That Works 2 ............................................ Steven Guy 

...................... Leading Ladies 3 .................................................................................. Sandra Humphrey 
1 :00 p.m ....................... Standing Tall: The Courage to Make a Difference ........................................ David Jones 
2:00 p.m ....................... Servant Leadership ........................................................................................ Willard Tate 

...................... Building Up Without Breaking Apart ............................................................. Eddie Harper 

...................... What Elders Wish Brethren Knew About Leadership ........................................ Cecil May 

...................... Leading Ladies 4 .................................................................................. Sandra Humphrey 
3:00 p.m ....................... Alumni Keynote: Called to Greatness .................................................... Steve Cummings 
7:00 p.m ....................... You Can't Lead Any Better Than You Can Love ........................................... Willard Tate 

25 Septlembre - Lectures In Spanish 
9:00 a.m ....................... Adoracion 
9:30 a.m ....................... Desarrollando Los Lideres Que Estan Alrededor de Usted .......................... Rex Morgan 

10:30 a.m ....................... El Liderazgo de Jesus: Como Ser un Lider Servidor ......................... Benjamin Colunga 
1~:.30 p.m ....................... Adoracion 
1:00 p.m ....................... Saul: El Camino del Insensate .......................................................................... Louie Rico 

· ·2:00 p.m ....................... Jesus el Lider Modelo: Su Ejemplo Y Ensenanza Para Hoy ................ Jose C. Samudio 

Heritage Christian University • 3625 Helton Dr. • (P.O. Box HCU) • Florence, AL 35630 
. (2561 766·6610 • 18001 367·3565 • www.hcu.edu 
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Eighth Annual 

Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

ThursclaJ, Nov. 4 

-November 4-7, Z004-

"Wisdom From Above" 
-Studies In James-

7:00 p.m ......... "Doers ... Not Hearers Only" (1:21-25) ......................... Chuck Webster, Birmingham, Ala. 

FrldaJ, Nov. 5 
9:00 a.m ......... What James Teaches About Benevolence ............ William Woodson, Lawrenceburg, Tenn. 

10:00 a.m ......... Characteristics of Prayer .............................................. Daniel Denham, Newport News, Va. 
11:00 a.m ......... Word Studies from James ........................................................ Max Patterson, Bolivar, Mo. 
2:00 p.m ......... The Dangers ofMaterialism .................................................. Barry Grider, Memphis, Tenn. 
3:00 p.m ......... The Meaning ofWorks ........................................................... Mike Glenn, Crossville, Tenn. 
4:00 p.m ......... A Study of the Godhead (Part 1) ........................................... Roy Lanier Jr., Lakeland, Fla. 
7:00 p.m ......... The Brevity ofLife (4:13-15) ............................................ Wade Webster, Crossville, Tenn. 

SaturdaJ, November 6 
9:00 a.m ......... Background and Author ........................................................... Ray Murray, Baltimore, Md. 
9:00 a.m ......... (Ladies) The Christian and the World (4:4) ................. Kathy Pollard, Mechanicsville, Va. 

10:00 a.m ......... The Use of the Old Testament and Wisdom Literature .................. Cliff Newell, Bristol, Va. 
11 :00 a.m ......... Sins of the Tongue (Part 1) ........................................ Perry Cotham, Grand Prairie, Texas 
2:00 p.m ......... The Meaning of Law ........................................................... John McMath, Amarillo, Texas 
2:00 p.m ......... (Ladies) "Grudge Not One Against Another" (5:9) ............................................................... . 

.................................................................................................... Genevieve Ormon, Newport News, Va. 
3:00 p.m ......... "The Fruit of the Spirit" as Found In James (Part I) ................... Melvin Sapp, Sumter, S.C. 
4:00 p.m ......... A Study of the Godhead (Part 2) ........................................... Roy Lanier Jr., Lakeland, Fla. 
7:00 p.m ......... Building a Relationship with God (4:7ff) ................................ David Seay, Ca"ollton, Ala. 

SundaJ, November 7 
9:30 a.m ......... Character Studies from James .................................... Frank Higginbotham, Chester W. Va. 

10:30 a.m ......... The Book of James and the Sermon on the Mount .......... Neal Pollard, Mechanicsville, Va. 
2:00 p.m ......... Sins of the Tongue (Part 2) ........................................ Percy Cotham, Grand Prairie, Texas 
3:00 p.m ......... "The Fruit of the Spirit" as Found in James (Part 2) ................... Melvin Sapp, Sumter, S.C. 
4:00 p.m ......... Rich and Poor in the Kingdom ........................................ Steve Yeatts, Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
6:00 p.m ......... "Converting Sinners" (5:19-20) ....................................... Allen Webster, Jacksonville, Ala. 
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-Neal Pollard, Lectureship Director

COLD HARBOR ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST 
6856 Cold Harbor Road • Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

(804) 7 46-8224 
CHRCOC@AOL.COM 
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Potpourri ••• 
fven fire Preachers be Atheists 

flHow corrupt and degenerate has Europe be
come? This much: Even the clergymen are losing 
faith in God. 

"The Danish government today upheld the cleri
cal suspension of a Lutheran minister who pro
claimed last year that there was no God or afterlife, 
and he now could be fired or fined for declaring his 
beliefs in the pulpit," the Associated Press reported. 

Lutheran ministers are on the taxpayers' dole in 
Denmark. Eighty-five percent of Danes supposedly 
belong to the state Evangelical Lutheran Church, but 
only 5 percent attend church regularly. 

"The Rev." Thorkild Grosboell was temporarily 
suspended after claiming in an interview last year 
that "there is no heavenly God; there is no eternal 
life; there is no resurrection." · 

Sounds as if he should be preaching at the U .N 
(NewsMax, July 12, 2004). 

Infamy 
$Summary: The Dream Works' animated film, 

"Shrek 2," is billed as harmless entertainment but 
contains subtle sexual messages. 

Parents who are thinking about taking their chil
dren to see "Shrek 2," may wish to consider the fol
lowing: The movie features a male-to-female 
transgender (in transition) as an evil bartender. The 
character has five o'clock shadow, wears a dress and 
has female breasts. It is clear that he is a she-male. 
His voice is that of talk show host Larry King. 

During a dance scene at the end of the movie, 
this transgendered man expresses sexual desire for 
Prince Charming, jumps on him, and both tumble to 
the floor. 

In another scene in the movie, Shrek and Donkey 
need to be rescued from a dungeon where they are 
chained against the wall. The rescue is conducted by 
Pinocchio who is asked to lie so his nose will grow 
long enough for one of the smaller cartoon charac
ters to use it as a bridge to reach Shrek and Donkey. 
Donkey encourages him to lie about something and 
suggests he lie about wearing women's underwear. 
When he denies wearing women's underwear, his 
nose begins to grow. 

An earlier scene in the movie features a wolf 
dressed in grandma's clothing and reading a book 
when Prince Charming encounters him. Later, one of 
the characters refers to the wolf's gender confusion. 

TVC's report, "A Gender Identity Disorder Goes 
Mainstream," explains the transgender agenda and 
the effort to deconstruct the biological reality of 
male and female. Dream Works is helping in this ef
fort by promoting cross dressing and transgenderism 
in this animated film. 

A leader Writes 
0 Brother Willis Page of Jacksonville, Fla., wrote 

recently to object to the use of the word gay as a syn
onym for "homosexual" or "sodomite." Our good 
brother wrote: 

I am 85 years of age. Only within the last 
50 years has the word gay been stolen by the 
homosexual community. In all dictionaries, 
"merry," "happy," "carefree," "mirthful," are 
properly listed as first definitions. The homo
sexual community hates the word homo
sexual. They use only the word "gay." How 
do I know? I have worked with them for more 
than 60 years. Homosexuality is rampant, es
pecially in management of professional music, 
my profession. I was a member of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, then Conductor of the 
Buffalo Philharmonic, Des Moines, Nashville 
and Jacksonville Symphonies. Most homo
sexuals are good citizens. Some are quietly 
belligerent and mean spirited, and very con
trolling. 

As long as the word "gay" is incorrectly 
used in all media, the homosexuals will gain 
more and more power, prestige, and accep
tance. 

Enclosed is my check for renewal. I was in 
the denominational wilderness for 40 years, 
returned to the true church in 2001. I was 
baptized by in Nashville's Central Church of 
Christ in 1936. I firmly believe God has for
given me for my sins. Thank you for your in- · 
spiring editorials and articles. 

Breaking Camp 
Gin the ACLU's moral universe, children should 

not say "under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance, but 
they should be able to attend nude summer camps. 
The group filed a lawsuit on June 29 that challenges 
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a Virginia ban on no-clothing summer camps for 
teens and pre-teens. 

The law aims specifically at what ACLU attorney 
Rebecca Glenbreg calls a "very highly supervised" 
camp for kids between the ages of 11 and 18 at 
White Tail Park nudist camp in Ivor. Virginia Attor
ney General jerry. W. Kilgore argues that the camp 
could attract pedophiles and pornographers, and he 
pledges to fight for the law in court: "We look for
ward to defending minors and morals in the com
monwealth" (World magazine, July 17, 2004) 

Do It Yourself 
OAre Roman Catholic leaders in Vienna recon

sidering the doctrine of the priesthood of believers? 
A church in the city's suburban Penzing district last 
week offered a staple of the priestly office - a con
fessional - to the general public on eBay, the Inter
net auction site. Bidding started at only $1.20 for the 
cherry-wood confessional but quickly reached into 
the hundreds of dollars (World magazine, July 17, 
2004). 

How About Real Diversity? 

OFollowing the Pew Research Center's latest sur
vey, which shows the public's continued distrust of 
the American media, one might think the press giants 
would be more careful about their public associa
tions and agendas. One would be wrong. 

'~t the National Lesbian & Gay journalists Asso
ciation Convention in New York Uune 24-27), the 
list of big media supporters is impressive and also 
disturbing. CBS News anchor Dan Rather is among 
the headliners. Other media supporters include The 
New York Times, CNN, Time Inc., National Public 
Radio, Bloomberg, The Washington Post/Newsweek, 
ESPN, Comcast, Hearst Newspapers, Newsday, 
NBC/WNBC, ABC News, several individual newspa
pers, and Fox News" (where I [Cal Thomas] am a 
contributor and show host). 

Calls to several of these media organs seeking in
formation about their support of the convention 
were mostly not returned. A CNN spokeswoman, 
Christina Robinson, told me she didn't know how 
much money CNN had contributed to the event, but 
she assured me that CNN is committed to "diver
sity." She said CNN has a "recruiting booth" at the 
venue. A New York Times spokesman acknowledged 
that paper's sponsorship of the event at the "edito
rial level" but did not know how much money the 
Times is contributing, though he said the paper regu-
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larly offers panelists and speakers to journalistic 
gatherings. 

If one reads the press release about the conven
tion, it is clear (to me at least) that this function is 
more about advocacy than journalism; more about 
shaping the image of "sexual minorities, as they like 
to call themselves, than about accurate reporting. 

The National Lesbian & Gay Journalists Associa
tion claims that it has more than 1,200 members and 
23 chapters in the United States, with affiliates in 
Canada and Germany. It is a front for placing gay ac
tivists in newsrooms to shape the way their issues are 
covered. Anyone who protests such advocacy risks 
being labeled a "bigot," the all-purpose buzzword 
that can send editors cowering 

What should trouble mainstream journalists is 
the extent to which much of the big media kowtows 
to the homosexual activists. There is no similar out
reach to people with different religious and political 
perspectives. There is no "recruiting" for hetero
sexual, churchgoing, pro-life, conservative Bush sup
porters, for example. Now that would be true diver
sity. 

There's a lot of talk these days about ethics in 
journalism following several scandals involving pla
giarism and made-up stories. But the public's major 
concerns about the media are not being addressed, or 
even discussed. Journalistic subgroups, which appear 
to the public to be for the purpose of advancing leg
islation and cultural change, do not help with 
journalism's credibility problem. They add to it. (Cal 
Thomas, 2004 Tribune Media Services). 

A Senseless Excuse 

OA two-year-old Mrican American boy in 
Beaverton, Ore., was beaten to death by his father. 
At autopsy the infant was found to have a brain in
jury, a broken neck, broken ribs, and whip marks on 
his body. The father's lawyer has a theory to explain 
his actions: post-traumatic slave syndrome. Credit 
for the discovery of this hitherto-unacknowledged 
disorder goes to joy DeGruy-Leary, a professor of 
social work at a nearby university. Because black 
Americans have never been treated for the sufferings 
and humiliations endured by their ancestors, they are 
susceptible to "multigenerational trauma," leading to 
"self-destructive, violent, or aggressive behavior," 
explains the professor. We applaud the lawyer's inge
nuity- it is, after all, his business to think up some 
kind of excuse for his client's horrible deeds but does 
America, let alone black America, really need yet an-



other way to deny the moral autonomy of the indi
vidual human soul? (National Review, June 28, 
2004) 

Embronic Stem Cell 
{i}Many Christians, we are told, have qualms 

about creating embryos to use and destroy them. 
Michael Fitzgerald, a member of the Presbyterian 
Church USA, writing in Acumen, a journal of busi
ness and science, advocates "stem-cell research." 
Those pushing this view seem oblivious to the fact 
that there is no scientific proof that embryonic-stem
cell applications in medicine have any beneficial re
sult . .. but there is evidence that it brings harmful 
side effects, which is beside the point in any case. 
Fitzgerald gives us some eye-openers. He wrote, 
"Some of his Uesus] miracles now seem less awe
some: Ordinary paramedics routinely bring people 
back to life. Artificial insemination matches virgin 
birth. Prozac and other drugs do a reasonable job of 
casting out demons." All of which indicates that 
Michael Fitzgerald has a poor conception of the 
miracles of Jesus, and an even weaker understanding 
of what doctors can and cannot do. Fitzgerald speaks 
of people who "buy into the New Testament hook, 
line and sinker," and says they are the ones question
ing the ethics of stem cell research. If "hook, line, 
and sinker" means "to a complete and total degree" 
(as my dictionary defines it), then I raise my hand 
and plead guilty of believing the Bible to a complete 
and total degree. If Fitzgerald is right, to believe the 
Bible unequivocally is to oppose creating embryos to 
destroy them, and unbelievers in the absolutely reli
ability of the Bible think it is okay to bring human 
life into existence and callously kill it. 

More on Embronic Stem Cell Researth 
{~>Daniel McConchie, Director of Public Rela

tions and Public Policy, The Center for Bioethics and 
Human Dignity, wrote a telling article printed June 
26, 2004 in the Chicago Tribune (forwarded to us by 
Earl Davis). Please notice the sharp distinction he 
makes between use of adult stem cells and embryonic 
stem cells. For your convenience and information 
here is some of what he wrote: 

Cubs baseball great Ron Santo recently pro
moted the Stem Cell Research Act, a bill that 
would promote research on stem cells taken 
from living human embryos and the cloning 
of embryos for research ("Great promise of 
embryonic stem-cell research," Voice of the 
People, June 10). 

In addition to generally praising the re-

search, Santo's letter made specific claims 
about its benefits. Unfortunately, whoever 
gave Santo this information misled him as to 
the truth of those claims and failed to point 
out that adult stem-cell research has led to 
significant improvements in the lives of those 
afflicted with a number of diseases [but not 
stem cells from embryos] . 

First, Santo claimed that "Using embryonic 
stem cells, researchers at Stanford Universiry 
who are working on a cure for Type 1 diabetes 
are producing new pancreatic islet cells that 
could be used in human transplants and could 
herald a cure for this devastating illness." 

Actually the latest research findings regard
ing embryonic stem cells are that they do not 
actually produce insulin in response to glu
cose changes in their environment and are not 
the pancreatic beta cells needed to treat diabe
tes. When placed in animals, the cells did not 
reverse diabetes; instead, they formed tumors. 

By contrast, adult islet cell transplants have 
already allowed hundreds of juvenile diabetes 
patients to throw away their insulin needles, 
and even newer approaches that do not use 
embryonic stem cells may be in human trials 
soon. In one new approach pioneered by 
Harvard researchers, injections of certain cells 
from the spleen have "retrained" diabetic ani
mals' immune systems to stop attacking their 
own pancreatic cells, after which new insulin
producing cells can regenerate spontaneously. 
Adult stem cells have shown repeated success 
at forming true insulin-producing islets, and 
have successfully reversed diabetes in animals. 
Embryonic stem cells have shown no success. 

Santo also claimed "a Korean research team 
recently made history by using human embry
onic stem cells to cure Parkinson's disease in 
rats." 

This is what they claim, but the research 
may never produce a safe and effective treat
ment for humans. On the one known occasion 
when earlier-stage (before six weeks) fetal tis
sue was used to try to treat a human Par
kinson 's patient, the tissue killed the patient 
by forming clumps of bone, skin and hair in 
the middle of his brain. 

Moreover animal tria ls with embryonic 
stem cells repeatedly kill many of the animals 
because of the formation of brain tumors. 

Meanwhile the first clinical trial using a 
patient's own adult brain stem cells to treat 
Parkinson's has produced a lasting 80 percent 
reversal of symptoms, and wider human trials 
are being planned. 

Meanwhile several human patients have 
shown remarkable recovery from spinal cord 
injury after receiving injections of adult cells 
from their own nasal tissue. In reality, none of 
these claims promoted by embryonic stem cell 
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enthusiasts are actually anywhere close to the 
research already being accomplished using 
adult stem cells. 

While we all are concerned that we find 
cures for those suffering from disease, such 
cures do not lie in destroying living human 
embryos. They lie, instead, in research devel
opments that, in many cases, are already here 
(McConchie's article was entitled: "Great 
Promise of Stem-cell Research Is Empty"). 

Rear ref Rear ref 
O"The Test of Time: Challenges to Traditional 

Christian and Jewish Views of Homosexuality." 
That's the title of a seminar sponsored by the Board of 
Rabbis of Southern California and the Episcopal Dio
cese of Los Angeles. Directing the seminar are Rabbi 
Steven Greenberg, the first openly gay (sic) Orthodox 
Rabbi, and Gene Robinson, the first openly gay (sic) 
Episcopal Bishop. As for "the test of time," the notice 
says the meeting will be over by two o'clock (Quoted 
in First Things, June/July 2004). 

Ouote of tiJe Jay 
0 "Sooner or later, either a man grows up ... or 

he pulls his grey hair back into a pony tail." 

leaa1ela6r 
OAn acquaintance told about a man who had 

what he thought was the brilliant idea of marketing 
little stuffed dolls representing Jesus and Mary. I 
mentioned it to a friend who is a mother of some ex
perience. She responded, "This is a really bad idea. 
Kids hug their dolls and sleep with their dolls. They 
also dunk them in the toilet bowl and in fits of anger 
throw them against the wall. Moreover, little girls 
from time immemorial have been spanking their 
dolls when they think they've been bad. Jesus and 
Mary do not deserve this." Here is a report that CPR 
Marketing, Inc., in Massachusetts is launching ana
tionwide promotion for their Jesus Beanies. "Jesus 
Beanies are soft and lovable nine-inch-tall cloth dolls 
designed to resemble the image of Jesus Christ. 
They're small enough to be cuddled in young arms." 
Bad ideas, like bad pennies .... One wonders if the re
viewers who complain that the Jesus of The Passion 
of the Christ is not "spiritual" (read soft and cuddly) 
enough played with something like Jesus Beanies 
when they were kids. The manufacturer says, "This 
cuddly toy is both a comfort-bringer and a parent's 
tool for helping children to understand who Jesus is, 
at a much younger age." Jesus as toy and tool ... 
that's not a bad summary of the anemic spirituality 
that too often passes as the gospel. 
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Homosexuals Can't llave Kids (of fhelr On} 
0 Many books and research reports demonstrate 

that the most important factor in the rearing of chil
dren is that they live with their mother and father. 
Except, homosexual activists note, that such children 
typically have a deficit in homosexual experience, 
which most parents believe is a very good deficit to 
have. There is much talk about happy children in ho
mosexual homes, but researchers are all but unani
mous in pointing out that there are no reliable stud
ies on that since research requires a large and identi
fiable population and a long period of time to know 
the life course of such children. Just how primitive 
the state of the question is at present is illustrated by 
Abigail Garner's Families Like Mine: Children of Gay 
Parents Tell It Like It Is. Ms. Garner is also the author 
of what Publisher's Weekly calls "the children's book 
classic "Heather Has Two Mommies. Her advocacy 
book is a collection of anecdotes tailored to her ar
gument. It is acknowledged that nobody knows how 
many children have grown up in LGBT families. "Es
timates vary from one million to sixteen million." Or 
maybe one hundred thousand or maybe twenty-five 
million or maybe whatever. (LGBT means Lesbian
Gay-Bisexual-Transgendered). Ms. Garner and oth
ers emphasize that many children reared by gays do 
not turn out to be homosexual. They are "culturally 
queer, erotically straight." Being culturally queer is 
deemed a great achievement," which, in a very old
fashioned meaning of the word, seems a bit queer. 

Market Driven 
$"Rick Warren's popular 1995 book, The Pur

pose-Driven Church, did not merely beget his 2002 
New York Times best-seller, The Purpose-Driven Life. 
It also led to a flurry of imitators, including Values
Driven Leadership (1996), The Servant-Driven 
Church (1997)J Purpose-Driven Youth Ministry 
(1998), The Prayer-Driven Church (2000), Vision
Driven Small Groups (2000), The Mission-Driven 
Worship (2001), The Generation-Driven Church 
(2002), Jesus-Driven Ministry (2002), The Passion
Driven Congregation (2003 ), and The Passion-Driven 
Sermon (2003). That's just for starters. It doesn't in
clude the Purpose-Driven journals, workbooks, cal
endars, and DayTimers." That's from the Nicotine 
Theological Journal. The editors then add this: 
"These book titles might signify little more than are
minder of how trendy and derivative the evangelical 
publishing industry has become. But what is also 
striking about them is how they run against another 



trend in evangelical p1.1blishing, that of the therapeu
tic warnings against the dangers of obsessive-com
pulsive behavior." Trendy, derivative, and capitalisti
cally cunning. Inducing the disease that you purport 
to cure is a very old and very profitable trick. 

lecommendation? 
OPeter Singer of Princeton University wrote a 

book, Rethinking Life and Death. Singer's morals are 
so wretched that he is hardly fit to write on anything, 
much less life and death. Anyhow, on the dust jacket 
of the book the Washington Post gives this blurb: 
"Far from pointing a way out of today's moral dilem
mas, Singer's book is a road map for driving down 
the darkest of moral blind alleys ... " 

As the World rurns 
$Harvard University has dropped from its motto 

"Veritas pro Christo et ecclesa" (Truth for Christ and 
the Church) for the one word Veritas, which suggests 
they need to revive Pilate's old question, "What is 
truth?" And Jesus answer, "I am the ... truth." 

Dumb 
OSALT LAKE CITY- Two men planning to throw 

lighted fireworks from a car were burned when they 
forgot to roll down the window. 

"They lit a large mortar rocket firework" and 
were going to throw it out the window, Salt Lake 
County sheriff's Sgt. John Barker said. "The passen
ger threw it out the window, but he forgot to roll the 
window down. It bounced back in his lap." 

Adam Weber, 24, was in fair condition Thursday 
at the Intermountain Burn Unit at University Hospi
tal with second and third degree burns on his arms, 
legs and torso (AP, July 15, 2004). 

And Dumber 
OA Romanian judge has resigned after he was 

filmed showing his backside to his neighbors. 
Judge Florea Visan turned his back and lowered 

his pants during an argument. 
He was also caught on camera urging his young 

children to shoot the neighbors. 
Judge Visan, who worked for the Tribunal in 

Bucharest, is said to have had personal problems 
(Ananova, July 16, 2004) 

Steven Hawldng: I Was Wrong 
0 Mter almost 3 0 years of arguing that a black 

hole swallows up everything that falls into it, astro
physicist Stephen Hawking did a scientific back-flip 
today. 

The world famous author of a Brief History of 

Time said he and other scientists had got it wrong -
the galactic traps may in fact allow information to 
escape. 

"I've been thinking about this problem for the 
last 3 0 years, and I think I now have the answer to 
it," Mr. Hawking told the BBC Newsnight program. 

"A black hole only appears to form but later 
opens up and releases information about what fell in
side. So we can be sure of the past and predict the 
future," he said. 

Exactly what happens in a black hole - a region 
in space where matter is compressed to such an extent 
that not even light can escape from their immense 
gravitational pull - has long puzzled scientists. 

Mr. Hawking revolutionized the study of the 
holes when he demonstrated in 1976 that, under the 
strange rules of quantum physics, black holes are ca
pable of radiating energy .(NEWS.com.au). 

200 ODD Coclfroaches 
OHONG KONG- A lonely widower kept 200 

000 cockroaches as pets in his home in Beijing, a 
news report said on Friday. 

A horrified neighbor alerted police after seeing 
the insects swarming in and out of the elderly man's 
20 square meter home in the Chinese capital. 

Health officials were called in and they spent 
two hours killing the insects and disinfecting the 
house, according to the South China Morning Post. 

Abortion 
$The Illinois Secretary of State, Jesse White, re

fused to issue specialty automobile license plates that . 
say "choose life," though allowing more than 60 other 
specialty license plates for groups from veteran to vio
lence prevention (Chicago Tribune, June 29,2004, via 
Earl Davis). 

Normal? 
OEarl Carr and Peter Stroex, a pair of homo

sexuals, moved to the Netherlands so they could get 
married. Carr said of the ceremony, "My mother was 
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crying the whole time," which is understandable -
most normal mothers would have shed tears. Carr 
continued, "Getting married was a relief. It was a 
great weight off my shoulders. It was like, finally, 
there is a place in the world where Peter and I can be 
fully functioning normal people" (Chicago Tribune, 
June 10, 2004, through Earl Davis). 

Divorce 
$What happens when a same-sex couple get 

married in a state that recognizes such contracts (or 
at least issues a homosexual marriage license), and 
then want to get divorced in a state that has a "de
fense of marriage" law that defines marriage as the 
union of a man and a woman? 

A test case is being considered by the state of 
Iowa where a judge granted a divorce to two women 
who had been joined in a Vermont civil union, but 
Iowa has a defense of marriage law, and conservative 
legislators have asked the state Supreme Court to 
overturn the judges decree. This seems to be a tech
nique being used by homosexuals to force the accep
tance of same-sex marriages (Chicago Tribune, June 
21, 2005, by courtesy of Earl Davis). 

Blue Moon 
0 Last March, in the Dirksen Senate Office 

Building, Sun Myung Moon and his wife received 
something called the International Crown of Peace 
Award. It was delivered to the Moons by Rep. Danny 
Davis (D-111.), posing as a courtier and wearing white 
gloves and carrying the crowns on a velvet pillow. 
Several other members of Congress were in atten
dance. 

It is outrageous for high ranking members of the 
federal government to treat religious leaders like 
royalty and place literal crowns on their literal 
heads. Sun Myung Moon is head of a denomination 
called Unification Church and claims to have posthu
mously saved the souls of Marx, Lenin, Hitler, and 
Stalin. Moon refers to homosexuals as "dirty dung
eating dogs." 

Why would any politician endorse such bizarre 
views? Here's one explanation: Moon has become a 
billionaire by manipulating his gullible followers, 
and has showered money on politicians and on some 
of their pet projects. Davis told the Washington Post 
that Moon had contributed to his political cam
paigns, but he said that had nothing to do with crow
ing Mr. and Mrs. Moon (Chicago Tribune, June 25, 
2004- more kudos to Earl Davis). 
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No More lilth, Please 
$Racy television and radio programming may 

soon become a lot more expensive - at least for 
those airing it. The Senate voted 99-1 to fine broad
casters up to $3 million per day for airing indecent 
material. The legislation increases tenfold the cur
rent maximum penalty for a single indecent incident, 
from $27,500 to $275,000, with fines increasing 
with each incident until the $3 million limit is 
reached. 

Now lear fhis 
$It is chic to quote Ronald Reagan at the present 

time. By the way, did you know that Ronald 
Reagan's mother was a member of the church 
(though later defected to the Christian Church
Disciples of Christ), and that Ronald Reagan himself 
was baptized to obtain the remission of sins in 1922 
in a church of Christ building? (Dutch - A Memoir 
of Ronald Reagan, by Emund Morris, pp. 30, 42). 

Anyway, when President Reagan was preparing 
to run for high office he delivered a number of 
speeches that reflect his correct understanding of at 
least some things about God and the church. Here is 
a quote from a speech given in the early 1960s: 

Seventy percent of our people are married, 
more than seventy percent of those to their 
first husband or wife ... We lead the nation in 
proportionate numbers in church membership 
and attendance, and we have the lowest crime 
rate of any industrial or professional group in 
the world (Dutch, p. 307). 

If brother Reagan was right about that - and he 
probably was - think of how far down the slick 
slope we have gone . . . America today is credited 
with being the leading source of pornography, and 
marriage and the home have been severely des
ecrated. 

Here is another interesting quote: 
Without having anything against Cadillacs, 

refrigerators or all the paraphernalia of 
American life, I yet suspect that there is some
thing much more important and much more 
real which produces the Cadillac, refrigerator, 
atom bomb ... and that is the person. A coun
try is only as good and strong as the people 
who make it up and the country turns into 
what the people want it to become 

Now, this country is gong to be trans
formed. It will not transformed by an act of 
God, but by all of us, by you and me. . .. We 
made the world we're living in and we have to 
make it over.,, 

Amen! 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why am I hearing so much these days 
about the "argument from silence"? Why do 

some preachers believe in that so strongly? 

Answer: To start with, may I say, if it is not being 
"ridden as a hobby horse," I am glad you are 

hearing "so much" about it "these days." It is an im
portant subject and in many places, nothing is being 
said about it at all. 

Hermeneutics is a frequent topic of current con
version. Hermeneutics has to do with how one un
derstands and applies written texts, and, of course, 
the texts which preachers and others in the church 
are primarily discussing are the biblical texts. 

The frequently repeated saying, "We speak 
where the Bible speaks, and we are silent where the 
Bible is silent," is a hermeneutical principle. It is em
phasized by those of us who believe we should try to 
be today what the Lord through his apostles taught 
the church to be in the first century. 

How are we to "be silent where the Bible is si
lent"? Does that mean, "If the Bible doesn't autho
rize it, we don't do it"? Or "If the Bible doesn't for
bid it, we don't forbid it"? 

One writer well said, "We ought to treat the si
lence of scripture just as we do silence in any normal 
communication." So we should! From our earliest 
childhood experiences, we begin to learn how si
lence functions in normal conversation. 

Mother tells a toddler, "Go play in the back 
yard." Because of patient instruction and discipline, 
the child understands that allows (authorizes) a num
ber of enjoyable games and activities, engaged in 
within particular confines. 

He also, by the same processes, learns the signifi
cance of silence, of what was left unsaid. "In the back 
yard" does not include "in the street," or even, "in 
the neighbor's yard." "Play" does not include "dig 
up the flower bed." Those alternatives are ruled out 
when "back yard" and "play" are specified. 

So in scripture, "sing" does not include play a pi
ano or strum a guitar; "baptize" (literally, immerse) 

does not include sprinkle water on; the sum total of 
what we are commanded to do in worship to God 
does not include "dancing before the Lord" or 
"smoking a peace pipe." 

Some maintain that scripture is not the kind of 
literature that can be read that way. The New Testa
ment is not a code of law but a series of love letters, 
one writer suggests, and all silence means in a love 
letter is that the writer did not get around to men
tioning something. 

Everyone, I think, including the writer who 
made that famous (or notorious) statement, realizes 
that, while "love letter" does describe scripture in 
some true and significant ways, New Testament 
scripture is more than just a love letter. For one 
thing, it is a testament, a covenant, with "laws" 
"written on the heart" Ger. 31:33; Heb. 8:10). 

H owever, silence, even in a letter from a fiancee, 
still functions as we have been illustrating. "Meet me 
at the airport in St. Louis on Tuesday," does not in
clude "at the railroad station in New York on 
Wednesday." If that is not understood, the rendez-
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vous with the loved one will be missed! 
In reality, then, it is not so much the "silence of 

scripture" as what God does say which either per
mits or forbids. As Francis Schaffer has so effectively 
shown, "God is there, and he is not silent." He com
mands what he intends to command and allows what 
he intends to allow. H aving said what he meant to 
say, he then was silent. 

If we teach and practice the "doctrines of men," 
we worship "in vain" (Matt. 15 :9). 

In the Old Testament God declared, "Whatever I 
command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not 
add to it or take away from it" (Deut. 12:32). The 
same principle is stated as being "carefu l" to do as 
God commands, not turning aside "to the right hand 
or to the left" (Deut. 5 :32). 

Jesus exemplifies this spirit in his own life. He 
often spoke of doing and saying only what the Father 
had given him to do or say (for example, John 6:38). 

As he was about to go to his death he spoke of 
his love for the Father and how that love showed it
self in his life: "But that the world may know that I 
love the Father, and as the Father gave me command
ment, so I do" Uohn 14:31). 

Doing exactly as the Father told us to do is not 
just "a legalistic way of thinking," nor is it 
"Phariseeism gone to seed." It is the way Jesus 
showed his love to the Father, and it is a way that we 
can do the same. 

The reason, perhaps, that more is heard about 
"the silence argument" today is that more and more 
violations of it are being proposed. The ironic thing 
is that many people denying the principle believe in 
it and apply it themselves, sometimes. 

Some who do not see that instrumental music is 
forbidden by scripture's silence on the subject never
theless use the same principle to rule out infant 
sprinkling for baptism. Some who would accept in
fant sprinkling nevertheless object to a Universal 
Bishop governing all churches and owning all church 
property, again, on the basis of the same principle, it 
is not authorized in scripture. 

We are not free to "do what is right in our own 
eyes." We are to obey God, to do what he has shown 
us we are to do, in the way he has shown us to do it. 

Less than that, or more than that, is not really 
obedience. 
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Prayer and Divine Intervention 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n Job 21:25 the great patriarch asks, "What is the 
Almighty, that we should serve him? And what 
profit should we have, if we pray unto him?" 

This question pertaining to prayer· is a good one. At 
times one may wonder if any profit is derived from 
prayer. Does one benefit from petitions uttered? 
Does God hear and consider our requests? Or is 
prayer an exercise in futility? 

God's word informs one that prayer is both a re
sponsibility and a privilege for the faithful. As a re
sponsibility the divine imperative is that we "continue 
steadfastly in prayer, watching therein with thanksgiv
ing" (Col. 4:2). As a privilege we are assured that the 
Father awaits our supplications with open ears: "For 
the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, And his 
ears open unto their supplication; But the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil" (1 Pet. 3: 12). 

Does God intervene in answer to prayer? 
The ideology of Deism answers in the negative. De
ism asserts that God either cannot or will not inter
vene in human affairs. And while there are various 
kinds of Deism the basic concept among all deists is 
that, while God created the world, he does not now 
interfere with its operations. God takes a "hands 
off" policy to governing the universe. H e is a God of 
"no concern" and consequently has nothing to do 
with the lives of human beings. 

The deistic view cancels any concern that God 

might have for the salvation of the human race. For 
if Deism is true, then God did not send his Son to die 
for the lost. Inspired revelation in written form upon 
the pages of the Bible is bogus. No redemption from 
sin is possible as God does not acknowledge our obe
dience. Prayer is useless and of no benefit. God nei
ther hears nor answers our supplications. The Bible, 
of course, repudiates this deistic ruse as faithless 
skepticism. 

In the Old Testament Abraham prayed for 
Abimelech. God healed the king and his family (Gen. 
20:1-18). Moses prayed for the penitent Israelites 
that God would stop punishing them with fire and 
se rpents ." God granted his request (Num. 11: 1-2; 
21:4-9). Moses prayed for Aaron when God became 
angry and was about to destroy him over the golden 
calf (Deut. 9:20). Hannah prayed for a child, and 
God gave her Samuel (1 Sam. 1:9-27). 

Elisha prayed that God would raise a child from 
the dead. He did so (2 Kings 4:32-37). Hezekiah 
prayed for himself concerning his sickness and immi
nent death. God prolonged his life (2 Kings 20:1-7). 
Solomon prayed for the kingdom. God heard and 
blessed Israel (2 Chron. 6 :40; 7: 12). Manasseh 
prayed when in captivity. God brought him back to 
Jerusalem (2 Chron. 33:10-13). Nehemiah prayed 
that God would allow him to rebuild the walls sur
rounding Jerusalem. God granted his petition (Neh. 
2:1-8). 

(continued on page 5) 



2 

Firm Foundation 
Editor 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising and Subscriptions 

J. C. Prophet 

Production 

A. L. Prophet 

"For the word 9f God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. A11d before him no creature 
is hidden, but all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with tvhom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4: 12·13). 

Firm Foundation 
Volume 11 9 Number 2 

Published monthly by the 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690 192, Houston, TX 77269-0192 
Third Class Postage paid ar Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: S 18.95 per year 

2 years for $34.00. 
Club rate: S 16.95 (prepaid) per year 

in clubs of 10 or more. 
Congregational rate: $15.95 per family per year 

(prepaid or billed quarterly or yearly). 
Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or more 

copies senr to one address, 
S 16.95 per year per copy. 

Foreign subscriptions: $28 .95 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence and manuscripts ro 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690 192 • Houston, TX 77269-0192 
(28 1) 469-3540 

fax (281) 469-7 11 5 
had@worldnet.att.net 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advertising, subscriptions, renewals, 

changes of address, and book/literature orders to 
J. C. Prophet 

Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 
P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

(979) 553-3904 • fax (979) 553-372 1 
jprophct@quik.com 

hHp:/ /www.bible-infonet.org/ 

POSTMASTER: Send address service to 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

October 2004 
Firm Foundation 

Editorial 

Sacrilege 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

I t is treating something holy without respect 
to call an intimate relationship between 
two people of the same-sex marriage. 

Marriage is an act that takes place in the 
mind of God when he joins a man and a woman 
together (Matt. 19:6). God joins the two mak
ing them one flesh (a unit), and there can be no 
marriage where this does not happen. 

The Lord does not join two men or two 
women together in marriage. If people of the 
same gender attempt to have a sexual relationship, it is sin (Rom. 
1:26-27). The sainted apostle describes such action as "vile," and 
says of those who attempt to practice it, they receive "in them
selves that recompense of their error which was due." 

It is indisputable that the Bible describes homosexual practice 
as rotten from center to circumference (Lev. 18:22; 20:13; Deut. 
23: 17; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Jude 1:7). Bible writers say such behavior is 
"abomination," which means "disgusting." 

W hen the governor of New Jersey recently admitted that he 
cheated on his wife by having sexual relations with men, the re
sponse of some (maybe many) was a shrug of indifference. The 
prevailing attitude appears to have been to ask rudely why that 
was important - implying that it was not. 

There seem to be a growing sentiment that homosexual behav
ior is an innocent preference. The point we miss is that homosexu
als are not content to go off in the corner and play with them
selves, but demand that the rest of us sanction their wicked con
duct. 

ACT UP, a homosexual activist group, chants "We're here; 
we're queer; get used to it." The web page for ACT UP says, "We 
advise and inform. We demonstrate. We are not silent." 

The notion that homosexuals are innocent bystanders and sim
ply want to be left alone to engage in their immoral behavior is a 
myth. They want approval. T he homosexual blitz demanding that 
this nation endorse sodomy by allowing it the legal standing of a 
marriage is an in-your-face campaign. Queers do not want to be 
ignored, but demand acceptance and approval. · 

The fundamental evil of homosexual behavior is demonstrated 
by actuarial evidence of shortened life-expectancy, and a sharp in
crease in disease - especially sexually transmitted disease -
among homosexuals. A monogamous homosexual relationship is 
somewhere between rare and nonexistent. It is indisputable that 



sexual promiscuity, whether homo or hetero, increases the danger 
of dread disease and early death. We reap as (and what) we sow 
(Gal. 6:7-8). If what we reap is corruption (Acquired Immune De
ficiency Syndrome, syphilis, gonorrhea, and the like), then it is cer
tain that what we have been sowing is immoral. A good tree does 
not produce bad fruit; and a bad tree does not produce good fruit. 
"Every tree therefore that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire." If the fruit is evil, the tree is corrupt 
(Matt. 7:17-18). 

To speak· out .against sin, falsehood, and hypocrisy is consid
ered impolitic. A modern dictionary defines "politically incorrect" 
as, "culturally insensitive: containing language or conduct that 
could give offence, for example, on the basis of ethnic origin or 
sexual orientation" (Microsoft's Encarta Dictionar:y), which puts 
sodomy on the same level as racial prejudice. 

"Herein is the marvel" homosexuals are excused and defended 
for pushing the sodomite envelope. They are allowed to be as de
structive as "a bull in a china closet" and as loudmouthed as an 
untamed shrew, but those holding to decency and right are shamed 
into submissive silence. If you object to the damning and hurtful 
practice of sodomy, you are one who is wrong - not the perpetra
tor of the moral sickness. 

Homosexuals have demonstrated their passion for capturing 
and perverting our children, and the lawful guardians of the inno
cent ones· are condemned if they say one word in protest. The 
queers, on the other hand, boastfully say, "We are not silent." It is 
not fair in a debate for only one side to be heard. When a God
fearing advocate of lawful, monogamous marriage of a man and 
woman objects to disease producing degeneracy, those who stand 
by are commanded to "smite him on the mouth." 

The American Psychological Association - which a few years 
back came under fire for promoting adult-child sex in its peer-re
viewed journal - has endorsed homosexual "marriage" at its an
nual convention. 

"Prohibiting civil marriage for same-sex couples is discrimina
tory and unfairly denies such couples, their children and other 
members of their families the legal, financial and social advantages 
of civil marriage," according to a resolution adopted by. the APNs 
Council of Representatives Wednesday, July 14, 2004. 

"The APA also opposed discrimination against homosexual 
adoption, child custody and visitation, foster care and reproduc
tive health services," said the group's news release. 

The APA was strongly condemned by many right-thinking 
people. 

"The APA does whatever the radical homosexual lobby tells it 
to do," said Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission, according to a Baptist Press ac
count. "It's :nothing more than a professional lobbying group for 
the radical :homosexual lobby." 

According to Bill Maier,' vice president of Focus on the Family 
and himself a clinical psychologist, the psychological a·ssociation's 
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Council of Representatives concluded that the de
sires of a tiny minority of the population "are more 
important than the best interests of America's chil
dren," said the Baptist Press. 

"Every responsible psychologist in the APA 
should be ashamed; the organization is obviously 
more concerned with appeasing its powerful gay 
lobby than it is with retaining any semblance of 
moral and ethical duty," he added. 

In its news release, the APA explained that its po
sitions on same-sex "marriage" as well as homosexu
als' child-custody rights were the result of delibera
tions by its Working Group on Same-Sex Families and 
Relationships. 

The seven-member panel of psychologists, ap
pointed by the APA Council of Representatives in 
February, include: Armand Cerbone, Ph.D., Chi
cago; Beverly Greene, Ph.D., St. John's University; 
Kristin Hancock, Ph.D., Graduate School of Profes
sional Psychology at John F. Kennedy University; 
Lawrence A. Kurdek, Ph.D., Wright State University; 
Candace A. McCullough, Ph.D., Bethesda, Md.; and 
Letitia Anne Peplau, Ph.D., University of California, 
Los Angeles. 

4 

B 

• 
1 

f •• 
-~ 

Archaeology 
and the Old Testament 
by Alfred J. Hoerth 
Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
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$44.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

Archaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0-8010-6267-5 Hardback, 432 pgs. 
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According to the APA, qualifications for the 
working group members are "a combination of both 
scientific expertise in family and couple relations and 
professional expertise with lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
populations." 

The AP!ts resolution mirrors that of the Ameri
can Psychiatric Association, which embraced homo
sexual marriage in 2001. According to a report in 
LifeSiteNews.com, Dr. Jack Drescher of the psychi
atric association's committee on Gay, Lesbian and Bi
sexual Issues told New Mass Media in a 2001 inter
view that "children in same-sex marriages do just as 
well as children in heterosexual marriages." 

In fact, back in 1973, the American Psychiatric 
Association, under heavy pressure from homosexual 
activists, removed homosexuality from its Diagnostic 
and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. 

Controversial as homosexuality and especially 
same-sex marriage are, pedophilia is far more taboo 
-but not for long, believe some experts. 

''After the American Psychiatric Association re
moved pedophilia as sexual perversion in its 1994 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual IV, it was only a 
matter of time until The American Psychological As
sociation would ease us further toward legalizing 
child sexual abuse," wrote columnist and author Ju
dith Reisman. 

Thus, in 1999, the American Psychological Asso
ciation published in its peer-reviewed journal, APA 
Bulletin, a report disputing the harmfulness of child 
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molestation. Titled "A Meta-Analytic Examination of 
Assumed Properties of Child Sexual Abuse Using 
College Samples," the report by Bruce Rind et al. 
claimed child sexual abuse could be harml;ss and 
beneficial. 

The controversial paper was based on the 1948 
conclusions of Alfred Kinsey, who is now known to 
have presided over the mass sexual molestation of 
children and even infants in the course of his re
search, which is still the bedrock of the field of sexu
ality (WorldNetDaily.com, July 31, 2004). 

The Homos tell us that they can't help it. Well, 
there's a difference in not being able to help it and in 
not trying. It is immature for criminals to seek pity 
and exemption from punishment by saying "the devil 
made them do it." 

Paul Lawrence Dunbar, a former black slave who 
died in 1906, in one his masterful poems written in 
dialect, pointed out.that thieves know how to excuse 
their dishonesty. He wrote: 

Folks ain't got no right to censuah othah folks 
about dey habits; 

Him dat giv' de squir'ls de bushtails made de 
bobtails fu' de rabbits. 

Him dat built de gread big mountains hollered 
out de little valleys, 

Him dat made de streets an' driveways wasn't 
shamed to make de alleys. 

We is all constructed diff'ent, d'ain't no two 
of us de same; 

We cain't he'p ouah likes an' dislikes, ef we'se 
bad we ain't to blame. 

Ef we'se good, we needn't show off, case you 
bet it ain't ouah doin' 

We gits into su'ttain channels dat we jes' cain't 
he'p pu~suin'. 

But we all fits into places dat no othah ones 
could fill, 

An' we does the things we has to, big er little, 
good er ill. 

john cain't tek de place o' Henry, Su an' Sally 
ain't alike; 

Bass ain't nuthin' like a suckah, chub ain't 
nuthin' like a pike. 

When you come to think about it, how it's all 
planned out it's splendid, 

Nuthin's done er evah happens, 'dout hit's 
somefin' dat's intended; 

Don't keer whut you does, you has to, an' hit 
sholy beats de dickens,-

Viney, go put on de kittle, I got one o' 
mastah's chickens. 
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Prayer 
and Divine Intervention 
(continued from page 1) 

In the New Testament Jesus teaches his disciples 
to pray for the reception of the Holy Spirit (Luke 
11:1-13 ). Jesus instructed the apostles that he would 
pray to the Father for their reception of the Spirit 
Uohn 14:16). This request was given (Acts 2:1-4). 
Peter and John prayed that the Samaritans would 
also receive the Spirit (Acts 8: 14-17). 

The angel assured Zacharias that his supplication 
had been heard and answered (Luke 1:13). The early 
church prayed for the imprisoned Peter. God sent an 
angel to deliver the apostle (Acts 12: 1-17). Paul peti
tioned three times that his "thorn in the flesh" be re
moved. God answered in return but did not grant the 
request (2 Cor. 12:7-9). Jesus teaches that when one 
prays to God it must be uttered with the disposition, 
"Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth" (Matt. 
6:10). 

How does God intervene in answer to prayer today? 
The above passages are a mixture of God intervening 
in answer to prayer both miraculously and non-mi
raculously. It becomes necessary, however, to distin
guish betWeen God's direct, miraculous work and his 
indirect, providential activity when it comes to the 
discussion of how God answers prayer today. 

Within the religious world there are two false ex
tremes when it comes to the question of how God 
answers prayer. On the one hand there is the deistic 
philosophy which claims God does absolutely noth
ing in answer to prayer, either miraculously or non
miraculously. At the other end of the spectrum you 
have the Pentecostal claim that virtually everything 
God does in answer to prayer is a miracle. 

The Bible is clear that God answers prayer today. 
It is just as clear that he does so in an indirect, provi
dential way. God does not answer prayer today with 
a direct, miraculous intervention. Providence differs 
from a miracle in that a miracle is an act of God 
which involves the suspension of natural law. Provi
dence, on the other hand, is God accomplishing an 
act by employing his natural law. It is God working 
through and by means of the natural law. 

In a miracle God sets aside natural law. In provi
dence God utilizes his natural laws to accomplish his 
will. The difference may be seen in the fact that we 

October 2004 
Firm Foundation 5 



are to pray for our daily bread. God promises to pro
vide these necessities (Matt. 6r11). One would be 
amiss, however, to suppose that God provides these 
daily provisions in some miraculous way today as he 
provided the Israelites manna directly from heaven 
(Exod. 16:4ff.). The former is God providing 
through providence and the latter by miracle. Since 
the miraculous has ceased, prayers today are an
swered by God's providential means. 

This is not to suggest that God always responds 
with the answer that we petitioned him for. Nor is it 
to imply that we are to exert no effort in attaining 
that for which we uttered supplication. We must 
both pray and work toward the blessing we wish to 
attain. In his book, Jesus - the Lamb Who Is a Lion, 
the late brother Thomas B. Warren correctly ob
serves that after we pray to God for our needs we 
must then do the "very best to obtain our necessi- · 
ties." He further states, "When we pray for what we 
need, let us always arise from the prayer with the 
strong determination to work diligently to obtain 
those needs" (pp. 197-198). 

How is the biblical dodrine of prayer applicable 
to Christians today? 

First, prayer is an important aspect of living a faith
ful Christian life for God. It is not only an avenue of 
assembled worship but part of our daily devotions as 
well (Acts 2:42; 1 Thess. 5:17-18). One may rest as
sured that God hears and answers the prayer of a 
faithful Christian when it is uttered according to the 
divine will (1 Pet. 3:12; James 1:5-7). 

Second, as Christians we must pray for ourselves. 
We should pray for spiritual strength, for wisdom, 
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and daily provisions (Eph. 6:18; James 1:5; Matt. 
6:11). We should pray for forgiveness and that we 
resist the temptation to sin (Matt. 6:12; 26:41). 
Jesus teaches we must habitually pray that we may 
"never lose heart" (Luke 18:1, McCord). 

Third, we must pray for others. John prayed that 
Gaius might prosper "in all things" and "be in good 
health, even as thy soul prospereth" (3 John 2). Let us 
pray for the sick Uames 5:13-14), for government 
officials (1 Tim. 2:1-3), for the church (Col. 1:9-12), 
for preachers and missionaries (Eph. 6:18-20), for the 
lost (Luke 10:2; Col. 4:2-4), for apostate brethren (1 
John 5:14-16), and for our enemies (Matt. 5:44). As 
Jesus prayed that Peter's faith might not falter, let us 
do the same for our spouses, children, family, friends, 
and the saints of God everywhere (Luke 22:32). 

Fourth, we must pray in everything. We should 
continuously pray about every aspect of our lives as 
we strive to be faithful to God on a daily basis. "In 
nothing be anxious, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God (Phil. 4:6; cf. Col. 4:2). Pray 
that God's will be accomplished in all things (Matt. 
6:10). 

As God's people may our confidence and faith be 
bolstered in both the power of prayer and how God 
answers those petitions today. "Now unto him that is · 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us" (Eph. 3:20). 
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Bible Translations 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Over the past several decades there have ap 
peared a proliferation of Bible versions. 
For the common person a variety of ver-

sions to choose from can sometimes be confusing, es
pecially when confronted with literally scores of dif
ferent translations. Why are there so many versions? 
Which one should I purchase? What are the differ
ences? Are all equally reliable? One may find himself 
needing some direction in unfamiliar territory. 

The rapid multiplication of English translations 
may be illustrated by noting that during the nearly 
40 years between the publishing of the Revised Stan
dard Version in 1952 and the New Revised Standard 
Version in 1990, 27 English renderings of the entire 
Bible were issued, as well as another 28 of the New 
Testament alone. Another effort was made to tabu
late all English translations of the Bible embracing 
complete Bibles or separate Old and New Testaments 
since the King James Version of 1611 until 1991. 
The total number came to 291 different translations. 

Diversity makes this a controversial topic 
wherein disagreements abound. Reactions to modern 
translations have varied from one extreme to the 
other. On the one hand there are those who offer 
unqualified praise to virtually anything that sails un
der the name 'Bible.' On the other hand there are 
those who voice unqualified condemnation to virtu
ally any translation as unreliable, with the exception 
of the King James Version. Both extremes are unjus
tified and should be avoided. 

Reportedly one denominational preacher was so 
distraught over the publishing of the Revised Stan
dard Version that he entered the pulpit and publicly 
burned with a blowtorch a copy of what he termed "a 
heretical, communist-inspired Bible." His remarks 
were that it, "like the devil, was hard to burn." The 
ashes were then put in a box and sent to Luther 
Weigle, dean of Yale University Divinity School, who 
was a convener of the translating committee. The box, 
with its contents, remains among the Committee's 
archives. It serves as a reminder that, though in previ
ous centuries Bible translators were sometimes 
burned, today it is happily only a copy of the transla
tion that meets such fate. 

The Need for Translations 
The origin of different languages took place at the 
"Tower of Babel" (Gen. 11:1-9). Prior to this episode 
the entire human race spoke the same language. God 
thwarted man's arrogant and self-centered efforts at 
making a "name" for themselves by confusing "their 
language, that they may not understand one 
another's speech." Humanity was thus dispersed to 
settle in their respective lands according to their dif
ferent families, nations, and languages (Gen. 10:5). 

These different languages universally spoken 
posed a barrier for the apostles who were to preach 
under the world-wide Great Commission. The 
preaching of the gospel was revolutionary within 
the first century. It was to be preached throughout 
the whole world in just a relatively short period of 
time. For the apostles to learn to speak hundreds of 
foreign languages by the natural process of learn
ing within this time span was impossible. So God 
endowed these inspired men with the miraculous 
ability to speak in tongues or foreign languages 
never before studied by the speakers. The result 
was that "they went forth and preached everywhere" 
in languages of every nation (Mark 16:15-20; Acts 
2:4). 

This miraculous ability to speak in languages 
eventually ceased along with other spiritual gifts 
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. (1 Cor. 13:8-10)!.._!\~~ th~ need.to preach t~~ gospel 
among all nations of people tnat·spoke different fan
guages remained. Once God's revelation was com
mitted to written form there was the need for all 
people everywhere to have the scriptures in their 
own vernacular. God knew that as long as the gospel 
is preached there would be a need for the inspired 
writings to be translated into different languages. 
Throughout most of its history the Bible has been 
read by more people in translation than· in its origi
nal languages. It is no different today. There will 
never be a time in which the scriptures do not need 
to be translated for people needing access to God's 
sacred word. 

A translation is the conveying of meaning from 
one language into another, known respectively as the 
donor and target languages. The 66 books of the 
Bible were originally written in three different lan
guages. Most of the Old Testament was written in 
Hebrew. Half of Daniel and two passages in Ezra 
were written in Aramaic, a sister language to He
brew. All of the New Testament was written in 
Greek, with the exception of a few words and short 
phrases in Aramaic. Most people are not able to read 
these original languages and therefore are dependent 
on a translation into one's own vernacular to read 
God's word. 

There are approximately 6,000 living languages 
spoken in the world today. Estimations vary because 
judgments differ as to whether a particular form of 
speech should be considered a separate language or a 
distinct dialect. The Bible has been translated into 
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more languages than any other piece of literature of 
comparable size. By the year 20"60 ·the entire Bible 
had been translated into 3 71 languages and dialects 
with portions of the Bible made available in 1,862 
languages. 

Since this includes the major languages, it is esti
mated that 80 percent of the world's population has 
access to at least some portions of God's word in 
their own language. We rejoice in this accomplish
ment. The sad reality remains, however, that within 
our age of advanced knowledge and technology 
there remains literally thousands of languages and 
dialects in which God's word is inaccessible. Herein 
is the continuous and urgent need to translate the 
Bible as part of our effort to preach the gospel to ev
ery creature. 

The lleed for Revisions 

There remains an unending need to revise those 
translations already in existence. The process of 
translation and revision is never finished. There will 
never be a time this side of eternity when man does 
not need to continue to translate and revise the scrip
tures in an effort to make the best translations even 
better. This is not intended as an irreverent slam 
against the inspiration and inerrancy of God's holy 
Word. Nor is it a denial of God's providential preser
vation of the sacred scriptures. It is simply a state
ment of reality. We offer mankind no blessings what
soever by despising or fighting against ·this fact. 

First, revision is needed to correct the errors and 
mistakes existent in the old translations. The work of 
a translator is not an inspired endeavor. Translators 
are not infallible. Mistakes are made even by the 
most informed. Sometimes it is a mistake in judg
ment. Literally thousands of interpretive decisions 
go into the making of any given translation. At other 
times theological bias is the grounds for mistransla
tion. The entire translation process from beginning 
to end is a human effort. The result is that there is no 
perfect translation. No translation is above some le
gitimate criticism. There never has been and there 
never will be a perfect translation of the Bible. Every 
translation ever made contains some things that 
could be improved. Conse.quently, even the very best 
of translations can be made better by the process of 
revision. . 

Second, a reason why revision is imperative is 
because living languages continually change. This is 
no reflection on the level of work done by the 
translators of any particular version. It eventually 



happens to every translation no matter how excellent 
the initial effort. Every translation starts to become 
outdated from the moment it is completed. Some 
words cease to mean what they once meant. They 
lose their old meanings and acquire new ones. Words 
may become archaic and fall out of current use alto
gether. The supplement to the Oxford English Dic
tionary lists 85,000 words which have come into En
glish usage since the first edition of that work was 
published in 1924. No one knows for certain how 
many English expressions have gone out of use dur
ing that time. Even with the several revisions and 
new editions since 1611 there remain an estimated 
800 words in the King James Version (many occur
ring multiple times) whose meanings have changed. 

Third, new manuscripts continue to be discov
ered which enable us to know more accurately what 
the inspired writers originally wrote. In 1611 the 
King James translators had access to approximately 
25 manuscripts of the Greek New Testament, none 
of which dated before the middle ages. Now the 
number of manuscripts and fragments are over 
5,300. Some ofthese date back to the fourth century. 
Other fragmentary papyrus manuscripts date back to 
the second century. From these materials the Greek 
text of the New Testament can be established better 
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than was ever before possible. In1886 J .W. Mc
Garvey declared that we now have "a far purer text 
than has been seen by any previous generation since 
the sacred autographs disappeared." 

In 1826 Alexander Campbell issued from his 
press at Bethany, Va., a new version of the New Tes
tament. His work on textual criticism for this trans
lation was later the basis for some bitter controversy 
and personal attacks upon Campbell. His critics ac
cused him of turning Unitarian and denying the deity 
of Christ. Keep in mind that this was during a time in 
which many considered the King James Version to be 
the only word of God and any departure from it as a 
textual critic was considered a reckless mishandling 
of the text. Within the preface to this new translation 
Campbell stated: 

But another argument in favor of a new trans
lation may be drawn from the fact that we are 
now in possession of much better means of 
making an exact translation, than they were at 
the time when the common version appeared. 
The original is now much better understood 
than it was then. The conflicts of so many 
critics have elicited a great deal of sound criti
cal knowledge, which was not in the posses
sion of any translators before the last century. 

Fourth, revision is an on-going process because a 
more thorough knowledge of the biblical languages 
enables scholars to translate more accurately. Lexi
cographers are constantly attempting to learn more 
exactly the meaning of ancient Hebrew and Greek 
terms. In 1611 the translators of the King James Ver
sion were totally unaware of any differences between 
the koine Greek of the New Testament and the classi
cal Greek of earlier centuries. The knowledge of 
these differences came from discoveries of relevant 
papyrus manuscripts found primarily in the 20'h cen
tury. These discoveries helped give improved lexical 
definitions of some words which were either un
known or only defectively known. For example, in 
1886 when Joseph Henry Thayer published his 
Greek-English Lexicon, he listed 767 New Testament 
words with no parallels in any known Greek litera
ture. This list is now under 50 and still shrinking. 

Fifth, it must be appreciated that different trans
lations have as their objective to reach people with 
different levels of reading ability. This is an effort to 

make the biblical message understandable to those to 
whom it was previously difficult to comprehend. 
There are translations for those either native to En
glish but of limited attainment or who use English as 
a second language. At one time the King James Ver-
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sion was read by almost all the English-reading pub
lic. This is no longer the case. Now there exists more 
who have not read it than have. An estimated one
fourth to one-third of American people has difficul
ties in reading even the most current material. The 
problem is compounded when one cannot read nor 
comprehend a translation composed of modified 
16th-century language. A translation should be made 
for readers, not readers for the translation. 

Sixth, most problems raised by biblical revision 
stem from people's misconceptions about the King 
James Version. Many people suppose the KJV is the 
Bible against which all new translations and revisions 
are to be measured. Thus, the need for continuous 
revision may best be illustrated by pointing to the 
fact that the 1611 KJV is itself one of the most suc
cessful revisions in the history of the English Bible. It 
was never intended to be a new translation. When 
Miles Smith penned his lengthy preface, "The Trans
lators to the Reader," he explained that "we never 
thought from the beginning, that we should need to 
make a new Translation." Existing translations were 
to be the basis of the KJV with specific instructions 
not to "depart to any significant extent from the text 
of the Bishops' Bible of 1568." This 1611 edition 
later "Yent through several revisions. The King James 
Bible used today is basically an Americanized edition 
of a revision made in 1769. In 1982 the New King 
James Version became the latest in a long series of 
revised editions. 
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The Need for Balance 
Some may suppose it a badge of faithfulness for one to 
restrict himself to using only the King James or Ameri
can Standard Versions in public teaching. Conse
quently, others may become suspect of being liberal if 
they use a translation other than the KJV or ASV. I 
personally know instances in which this has hap
pened. This mentality has made some brethren hesi
tant about saying anything in favor of modern transla
tions lest one come under suspicion by their peers. 
After all, no one who considers himself to hold a high 
view of the inspiration of the Bible wants to be known 
as a theological liberal. "One must guard against being 
stampeded toward a particular position simply be
cause he is fearful of being branded a 'liberal,' or a 
promoter of 'modern versions."' 

One writer tells of occasionally seeing a sign in 
front of a church building which reads: "We use only 
the 1611 Authorized King James Version." These 
folks are probably sincere in considering themselves 
orthodox in every way. They unashamedly publish 
abroad that they have not succumbed to tainted 
translations of the modern kind. This is zeal for God 
but not according to knowledge. It is doubtful that 
these people are aware they are using an edition of 
the KJV that has been revised many times over since 
1611. Even if they had a copy of the 1611 edition it 
is not likely they could comprehend very much of it. 
I possess a copy and know firsthand. They might also 
be offended to find the Apocrypha books included 
with the canonical scriptures. There may be another 
congregation somewhere else that goes to the oppo
site extreme by excluding users of the King James 
Version, but if so, I have never heard of such. 

We are living during a time in which there will 
always be modern translations made and marketed. It 
is certain that they are here to stay. The days of yester
year when almost everyone within our congregations 
read and taught from the same translation are gone 
forever. Consequently, not everyone is always going 
to agree on the faults and virtues of new versions. 
There will always remain disagreements even among 
the most honest and informed. Alexander Campbell 
said that "were ten thousand times ten thousand crit
ics, each in his own way, to review the same work no . , 
two of them would exactly agree in all their censures 
and commendations." 

From Jerome of the 4th century whose Latin trans
lation initially received bitter opposition, down to 
John Wycliffe of the 14th century whose bones adver
saries dug up, burned, and scattered his ashes, to 



Reformer William Tyndale of the 16'h century whom 
authorities strangled and burned at the stake, to the 
Restorer Alexander Campbell of the 19'h century 
whose antagonists publicly approved of a private 
burning of his translation, down to the present day 
when some choose to openly display a burning Bible 
from the pulpit; one thing is clear - controversy 
reigns supreme in connection with the translation of 
new and modern versions of the Bible. Nothing stirs 
the passion of men more than what they suspect to be 
an assault on and mutilation of God's sacred scrip
tures. 

It is certain that there needs to be some sense of 
balance and moderation among brethren when it 
comes to these disagreements. It seems there should 
be enough room for individual preferences without 
any harsh contention and a breach of fellowship. How 
might one phrase this word of caution so as to present 
a plea for this needed balance? The best I have seen is 
found in brother Wayne Jackson's excellent book, The 
Bible Translation Controversy. Within he offers this 
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sage advice pertaining to disagreements among breth
ren over the modern versions: 

We are not suggesting: (a) that all transla
tions are of equal value; (b) that individuals 
ought to indiscriminately use the 'modern 
paraphrastic versions'; or (c) that all preach
ers who warn of the dangers of 'modern ver
sions' are extremists. 

We are affirming that: (a) the use of a par
ticular translation cannot be the criterion for 
the withholding of Christian fellowship; (b) 
there needs to be a more balanced, informed 
presentation of this subject than some have 
been giving; (c) novices who have commenced 
their Bible study with some of the "looser" 
versions should not be "beaten over the head" 
and humiliated just because they have not yet 
learned to use a more reliable version; and (d) 
in the final analysis, translation selection is a 
matter of Christian liberty. 

Concluding Remarks 
It is much easier for a reviewer of any modern trans
lation to pick out the flaws and emphasize the nega
tive qualities than it is to extol the virtues and accen
tuate the positive aspects. 

It takes less effort to criticize than it does to learn 
the original languages to the extent that one might be 
in position to offer persuasive linguistic arguments in 
order to help revise and improve existent translations. 
This is not to discourage open and free exchange of 
critical discussion on the issue of modern translations, 
but rather to encourage a more informed approach 
coupled with less antagonism and a higher degree of 
respect for those with whom we disagree. Revision 
and translation committees are usually open for sug
gestions and solicit, in writing, grammatical and lexi
cal reasons why a particular rendering should be al
tered from what has been published. Of those who 
should most be about the Father's business in this re
gard are those who claim to know and possess the 
truth above all others. 
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Studies in Pre-literary Prophecy 
Jack P. Lewis, Ph.D. 

Zadok 
At the time of David's flight from Absalom, as David 
left Jerusalem and had crossed the book Kidron, 
Zadok the priest came with Abiathar and all the 
Levites. They were bearing the Ark of the Covenant. 
David said to Zadok, "Are you not a seer?" (haro,eh 
~attah; 2 Sam. 15 :27; KJV/AS,V). The RSV/NRSV 
follows the Septuagint with the translation, "Look," 
but with the marginal options, or "Are you a seer"? 
or "Do you see?" If the statement is taken as the 
RSV /NRSV do, Zadok is not called a seer or a 
prophet at all in the Old Testament. However, the 
NIV has, "Aren't you a seer?" 

The high priest had charge of the Urim and the 
Thummim as a means of divine revelation (cf. Exod. 
28:30; 1 Sam. 2:28). There is no reason a priest 
could not also be a seer. 

Zadok, his son Ahimaaz, and Jonathan, son of 
Abiathar (2 Sam. 15:36), were instructed by David to 
stay in the city of Jerusalem to report to David what 
was going on in Absalom's revolt (cf. 2 Sam. 17:17). 
Hushai the Archite was also to be a part of the spy 
system (2 Sam. 15:32-37), and he succeeded in de
ceiving Absalom into delaying his attack which 
spelled the doom of the rebellion. 

Heman 

Heman is called the king's seer (chozeeh hamelek) in 
one passage (1 Chron. 25 :5). He is said (in keeping 
with the promise of the Lord to exalt him) to have 
had 14 sons whose names are given, and three un
named daughters (1 Chron. 25:5 -6). Ancient kings 
had their advisers in their courts. The family mem
bers of Heman by David's appointment are occupied 
with the musical arrangements of the house of the 
Lord. These sons and daughters are said to be under 
the direction of Heman in the music of the house of 
the Lord with cymbals, harps, and lyres. They are 
under the order of the king (1 Chron. 25 :6). The 
musicians totaled 28 8 in number. It is said that they 
were set apart to prophesy with lyres, with harps, 
and with cymbals (1 Chron. 25:1). Whether more 
can be known about Heman depends on whether 

12 ~:r::lp!und!~~! 

one identifies other occurrences of the name Heman 
with this seer. Asaph and Jeduthan were other musi
cians of this period (1 Chron. 25:1-3; 2 Chron. 
5: 12). Centuries later at the time of King Hezekiah, 
Heman's descendants were still active (2 Chron. 
29:14). Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthan are all given 
credit for temple music by the Chronicler (2 Chron. 
35:15). 

Solomon 
Solomon is not called a prophet or a seer anywhere 
in scripture. The Lord revealed himself directly to 
Solomon in dreams (1 Kings 3:5; 9:2; 2 Chron. 
7: 12). The most famous of the dreams is that one at 
Gibeon when Solomon first caine to the throne. In a 
dream the Lord bid him, "Ask what I shall give you." 
Solomon's reply was: 

I am but a little child, I do not know how to 
go out or to come in. And thy servant is in the 
midst of thy people whom thou has chosen, a 
great people, that cannot be numbered or 
counted for multitude. Give thy servant there
fore an understanding mind to govern thy 
people, that I may discern between good and 
evil; for who is able to govern this thy great 
people? (1 Kings 3:7-9). 

The request pleased the Lord, and he promised 
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Solomon a wise and understanding mind, so that 
there would be none like him before him and none 
after him. He also promised him riches and honor, 
so that no other king should compare with him all 
his days. 

God's word came to Solomon about building the 
temple: 

Concerning this house which you are build
ing, if you will walk in my statutes and obey 
my ordinances and keep all my command
ments and walk in them, then I will establish 
my word with you, which I spoke to David 
your father. And I will dwell among the chil
dren of Israel, and will not forsake my people 
Israel (1 Kings 6:12-13). 

How this word came to Solomon is not specified. 
Even after Solomon's apostasy, the Lord spoke to 

him directly. 
Since this has been your mind and you have 
not kept my covenant and my statutes which I 
have commanded you, I will surely tear the 
kingdom from you and will give it to your ser
vant. Yet for the sake of David your father I 
will not do it in your days, but I will tear it out 
of the hand of your son. However I will not 
tear away all the kingdom but I will give one 
tribe to your son, for the sake of David my 
servant and for the sake of jerusalem which I 
have chosen (1 Kings 11:11-13). (Heman's 
descendants were still active.) 

Interestingly enough, there are no prophets men
tioned as being active during Solomon's reign until 
near its end when Ahijah the Shilonite spoke to 
Jeroboam about the coming division of the kingdom 
and about Jeroboam's receiving the northern tribes 
(1 Kings 11:29-38). Israel's tradition did not see this 
period as a period of great prophetic activity. 

The chroniCler says that the rest of the acts of So
lomon are written in the history of Nathan the 
prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, 
and in the visions of Iddo the seer concerning 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat (2 Chron. 9:29). 

Ahiiah 
During Solomon's reign, Jeroboam the son of Nebat 
was placed by Solomon in charge of forced labor of 
the house of Joseph which labor was used for 
Solomon's building projects. Solomon built the Milo 
and closed up the breach of the city of David. Ahijah, 
who was from Shiloh, found Jeroboam on the road 
in the open country where the two were alone ( 1 
Kings 11:29). 

Ahijah (who shares a name worn by nine Old 
Testament people) took the new garment he was 
wearing and tor:e it into twelve pieces. He then urged 

Jeroboam to take ten pieces. He used the formula, 
which later is common in the writing prophets with 
variations, to introduce a prophetic oracle: "Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel." The Lord was 
about to tear the kingdom from Solomon, giving 
Jeroboam ten tribes; but the Lord would retain one 
tribe for the sake of David. We call Ahijah' s act a 
symbolic act. Earlier, when Saul had grasped 
Samuel's robe to keep Samuel from turning from 
him, and tore Samuel's robe, Samuel used the act 
symbolically to suggest the tearing of the kingdom 
from Saul (1 Sam. 15 :27). Symbolic action is com
mon with both the pre-literary prophets and the later 
writing prophets. 

Promises were made to Jeroboam by Ahijah of 
the Lord's building him a sure house if he did all the 
Lord commanded him and walked in the Lord's 
ways: 

And I will take you, and you shall reign over 
all that your soul desires, and you shall be 
king over Israel. And if you will hearken to all 
that I command you, and will walk in my 
ways and do what is right in my eyes by keep
ing my statutes and my commandments, as 
David my servant did, I will be with you and 
will build you a sure house, as I built for 
David, and I will give Israel to you (1 Kings 
11:38). 
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Because of Solomon's sins, especially worshiping 
the Ashtoreth, Chemosh, and Milcom, divinities of 
the neighboring countries, the kingdom would be 
wrested from him, but not during Solomon's life. It 
would be in the time of Solomon's son. For David's 
sake, one tribe and the city of Jerusalem, where God 
had caused to put his name, would be retained. 

Solomon sought to kill Jeroboam, but Jeroboam 
found refuge in Egypt until Solomon's death (1 
Kings 11:40). 

Jeroboam would be king over Israel. Ahijah 
promised him a "sure house" (1 Kings 11:38), as 
Nathan had earlier promised David (2 Kings 7:16), if 
he would obey the Lord's commands and walk in his 
ways. The Lord would be with him and would build 
him a sure house as he had done for David. 

As this narrative illustrates, the pre-writing 
prophets played a role in king making and in politi
cal plotting. It is not surprising that Amaziah, priest 
of Bethel, two centuries later mistakenly took Amos 
to be plotting against Jeroboam II and ordered Amos 
out of Bethel (Amos 7:11-13). 

Rehoboam, son of Solomon, came to the throne 
at Solomon's death, but he refused to lighten the 
burden of the people. The people's rebellion which 
followed is interpreted as brought about by the Lord 
(1 Kings 12: 15). 

The division of the kingdom, the results of the 
actions of Rehoboam (son of Solomon), then are de
clared to be a fulfillment of the prophecy of Ahijah 
(1 Kings 12:15; 2 Chron. 10:15). 

That the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite had stimu
lated Jeroboam to seize the kingdom by his symbolic 
act of the dividing the garment into 12 parts and giv
ing Jeroboam ten of them signifying that he would 
receive ten of the tribes (1 Kings 11: 19-39) did not 
imply an approval of the innovations that Jeroboam 
would introduce after he became king. Being chosen 
as king did not imply that he was giving up his free
dom of choice. Jeroboam made houses on the high 
places, he appointed priests who were not Levites (1 
Kings 12:31; 13:33 ), he inaugurated a new festival 
(1 Kings 12:32), and he offered sacrifices in Bethel. 
We will return to that inauguration day later in our 
studies. · 

Scripture is silent about further action of Ahijah 
for many years- maybe as many as 20 years. We have 
no chronology to enable us to know how many. Ahijah 
grew old. Meanwhile, Jeroboam had carried out his 
tragic policies that led Israel away from the Lord. 
Now Abijah, Jeroboam's son, was ill. Jeroboam had 

14 ~~bF!und;~~: 

his wife disguise herself and go to Shiloh with a size
able gift,: ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey (1 
Kings 14:1ff.). It was the custom to give prophets a 
gift when one consulted them. She was to inquire 
what the outcome would be for the sick child. Because 
of his age, Ahijah's eyes had grown dim and he could 
not see. But the Lord informed Ahijah that Jeroboam's 
wife was coming, and the Lord gave him the message 
to deliver to her (1 Kings 14:5). He greeted the 
woman in disguise as "the wife of Jeroboam" (1 Kings 
14:6). 

The message was a message of doom for the 
house of Jeroboam. For his idolatry, his house would 
be destroyed. The dynastic promise earlier made was 
withdrawn. A prophetic statement is not a decree of 
fate. It is conditional. The child would die and would 
be the only one of Jeroboam who would come to the 
grave. The Lord would raise up for himself a king 
out of Israel to smite the house of Jeroboam. Israel 
itself would be scattered (1 Kings 14:15). 
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Jeroboam's wife returned to her home at Tirzah. 
The child died as she entered the house just as 
Ahijah the prophet had predicted. In this way, Ahijah 
is both the announcer of the kingdom of Jeroboam 
at its beginning and also, though years later, the pre
dictor of its coming doom. The standard verdict on 
the kings of Israel is that they walked in the way of 
Jeroboam, making Israel to sin (1 Kings 16:19; 2 
Kings 1 0:31). 

The threat of Ahijah is accomplished in the 
slaughter of the house of Jeroboam by Baasha (1 
Kings 15 :29). Nadab, Jeroboam's son and the victim 
of Baasha, had reigned only two years (1 Kings 
15 :25). Baasha destroyed all the house of Jeroboam 
(1 Kings 15 :29). This revolution is declared to be the 
fulfillment of Ahijah's prediction. 

Shemaiah 
Rehoboam, son of Solomon, was not a king to take 
the rebellion of his kingdom lying down. Faced with 
the division of his kingdom, he mustered an army of 
180,000 men of]udah and Benjamin (1 Kings 12:21; 
2 Chron. 11:2-4) to subdue the ten tribes. But on the 
scene appears a man of God named Shemaiah. A 
prophet is often called "a man of God"( 1 Kings 
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13:1; 1 Sam. 2:27; 9:6-10) though the use of the 
term is not entirely limited to prophets. This term is 
used for Elisha more then for any other. Shemaiah is 
a common name borne by about 25 people in the 
Old Testament. 

The Lord said to the Judeans through Shemaiah, 
"Do not go up to fight against your kinsmen, the 
people of Israel. Return, every man to his home, for 
this thing is from me" (1 Kings 12:23). The dividing 
of the kingdom was the Lord's doing (1 Kings 11:4-
13, 30-39). The people of Judah were obedient to 
the prophet's words. The war did not come off. This 
would have been about 930 B.C. The northern king
dom was left to develop itself as it desired. 

Both Ahijah (a prophet from the north) and 
Shemaiah (a prophet from the south) approved the 
political division of the kingdom. 

After Rehoboam had been established as king of 
Judah, he abandoned the law of the Lord (2 Chron. 
12: 1). Shishak, king of Egypt, came in the fifth year 
with a mighty army and captured the fortified cities 
of Judah and threatened Jerusalem. This event is of 
special interest because Shishak is the second person 
in the biblical narrative whose name occurs on a 
monument outside the Bible. David is the first. 
David's name occurs in an inscription found at Tel 
Dan which speaks of a king of the house of David. 
The name of the king spoken of is not preserved. 
Shishak set up a record of this campaign on the wall 
of the temple at Karnack in Upper Egypt where it 
can be seen today. Jerusalem is not included in 
Shishak's list of cities taken, but many other Palestin
ian cities are. 

Shemaiah the prophet was on hand to announce 
to Rehoboam and the princes of Judah that the Lord 
had abandoned them to Shishak because they had 
abandoned the Lord (1 Kings 14:25; 2 Chron. 12: 1-
10). When they had humbled themselves and had 
said, "The Lord is righteous," Shemaiah could an
nounce to them that the Lord had granted deliver
ance. Shishak carried off the treasures of the temple 
and of the king's house. Rehoboam had to put 
bronze shields for the gold ones which Shishak had 
carried off. 

Like some other prophets we have looked at, 
Shemaiah is said to have been a record keeper. The 
Acts of Rehoboam are written in the chronicles of 
Shemaiah the prophet and of Iddo the seer (2 Chron. 
12: 15). 100 Cherry Rd. 
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It Was Hid From Them 
By T. Pierce Brown 

T here are two places where the expression "it 
was hid from them" is found in the KJY. 
Luke 9:45 says, "But they understood not 

this saying, and it was hid from them, that they per
ceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that say
ing." A similar expression is found in Luke 18:34, 
"And they understood none of these things: and this 
saying was hid from them, neither knew they the 
things which were spoken." The ASV and the NASV 
translate it as if it means "it was hidden from them so 
that they could not understand it." That gives the 
impression that God perhaps hid it from them in or
der to prevent them from understanding it. 

There are two sensible possibilities that occur to 
us. The first is that God deliberately hid it from them 
because they were not yet able to bear the truth of 
what it would mean for Jesus to be crucified. This 
seems a logical and possible explanation, for if they 
at this stage of their spiritual life were confronted 
with the horrible reality that he was to be crucified, 
it might destroy their ability to function properly, for 
they did not understand the plan of redemption at 
that time. It is perhaps similar to Paul's statement in 
1 Corinthians 3:2, "I have fed you with milk, and 
not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear 
it, neither yet now are ye able." In Matthew 11:25 
there is a statement that lends credence to this con
cept. "At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank 
thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and pru
dent, and hast revealed them unto babes." It is clear 
that in this case God was the one who hid the things 
from those who were counted as wise and prudent 
by world standards, which may or may not be valid. 
So it would not be unreasonable to conclude that in 
Luke 9:45 God did the hiding. 
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If this is the proper explanation, it would again 
reveal God's wisdom and grace as he dealt with 
them. The only other explanation that makes any 
sense to me is that it was hidden from them, not nec
essarily by a direct design of God, but simply because 
of their misconception of the nature of the kingdom. 
Since they were expecting him to set up an earthly 
kingdom and reign on the literal throne of David, of 
course they could not understand how that could 
happen if he was going to be taken into Jerusalem, 
rejected by the ones who wanted him to be king, and 
then crucified. It is evident that the misconception 
was so deeply rooted that even after he was crucified 
they asked him, as recorded in-Acts 1:6, "Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Is
rael?" 

In any case, there is a lesson for us. If we do not 
understand the basic facts of the nature of man or of 
God and his kingdom, then many kinds of truth will 
be hidden from us. For example, if we think of man 
as born totally depraved, the whole system of Chris
tianity will be perverted, starting with the plan of sal
vation and reaching into every aspect of it. If we 
think that Christ was coming to set up an earthly 
kingdom, not only will the spiritual nature of the 
kingdom be hidden from us, we will not be able to 
understand or explain dozens of passages, such as 
John 18:36, "Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of 
this world: if ~y kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be deliv
ered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from 
hence." 

We could multiply·such examples, but the truth 
is that any time we have a misunderstanding of any
thing God has revealed in his word, it will lead to a 
misunderstanding of other truths, some of which 
may be vital to our eternal welfare. Let us never 
"strain at gnats and swallow camels" (Matt. 23:24), 
and let us make as sure as we can that we know the 
difference between gnats and camels. 
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When Was· Saul Saved? 
By Raymond Elliott 

Luke, the inspired historian, records the conver
sion of Saul in Acts chapter nine. In chapters 
22 and 26, Paul reviews his conversion while 

making a defense of his character and work. When 
someone is asked when Saul was saved, they usually 
respond, "When he saw the Lord on the road to 
Damascus." A famous country singer released a song 
during his life entitled, "I Saw the Light." No doubt, 
many have ch~.imed to have "seen the light" while as
serting that they were saved at that moment in time. 
But, was Saul really saved when he saw a light on the 
road to Damascus? You are urged to read again these 
three chapters in the book of Acts to learn the truth 
of the matter. Please study the following observa
tions: 

1. If Saul were saved on the road to Damascus, 
he did not know it because he asked, "Lord, what do 
You want me to do?" (Acts 9:6). There is no denial 
that Saul, at this time, became a believer in Jesus 
Christ. But was he saved? If so, what was the signifi
cance of the question, "Lord, what do you want me 
to do?" 

2. If Saul were saved when he saw the Lord on 
the Damascus road, the Lord himself did not know it 
because he told Saul to "Arise and go into the city, 
and you will b~ told what you must do." Certainly, 
this would have been the opportune time for the 
Lord to have informed Saul of his salvation if he had 
been saved at this point in the process of his conver
sion. 

3. Further, if Saul were saved while on the road 
to Damascus, the disciple Ananias, whom the Lord 
had sent to Saul, did not know for he said to Saul, 
"And now why are you waiting? Arise and be bap
tized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord" (Acts 22: 16). Saul believed in Christ. 
He was a penitent person as indicated by his actions, 
"And he was three days without sight, and neither ate 
nor drank" (Acts 9 :9). In verse 11 of the same chap-

Give a Firm Foundation subscription as a gift. 
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ter we read that during this period of time Saul was 
. constant in prayer. Yet when Ananias came to Saul, 
he was still unsaved. We know this because Ananias 
instructed Saul to "Arise and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins" (Acts 22:16). How could sins be 
washed away if there were no sins? It would have 
been completely unnecessary to tell a person to obey 
a command in order to have his sins forgiven if, in 
fact, his sins had already been forgiven. 

4. Finally, Paul did not think his sins had been 
remitted on the road to Damascus because he 
obeyed the requirements given by the Lord through 
Ananias. How do we know this to be true? Later, 
when Paul wrote to the brethren in Rome he said, 
"Or do you not know that as many of us (plural pro
noun, including him) as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we 
(plural pronoun, including him) were buried with 
Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also .should walk in newness of life" (Ro
m. 6:3-4). When was Saul baptized "into Christ 
Jesus"? At the time when he was instructed by Ana
nias to do so. It was then that his sins were washed 
away by the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God 
Uohn 1:29; Rev. 1:5). 

It is very interesting to note that neither faith nor 
repentance were mentioned in this example of a 
person's conversion to the Lord, but both prerequi
sites were necessarily inferred; yet the very com
mand that was given by Ananias, that is water bap
tism, remains controversial in the religious world to
day. Also, there were other reasons why the Lord ap
peared to Saul as he traveled to Damascus, namely 
that the Lord was going to send him to preach the 
gospel to the Gentiles and that Saul was going to suf
fer for the name of the Lord. Also, in order to be 
qualified as an apostie, Saul had to have seen the 
Lord following his resurrection (Please read Acts 
9:15, 16; 26:16-18). 210 Golson Rd. 

Fort Deposit, AL 36032 
deerelliot@aol.com 

Fp 

October 2004 17 
Firm Foundation 



For Those Pursuing Unity 
with Christian Churches 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

One prominent feature of the change agenda 
is the desire to reestablish fellowship with 
the Christian Churches. Many participants 

in the Unity Forums are also heard promoting the 
change agenda among our people. Twenty years ago 
it was only with the Independent Christian Churches 
that these folks wanted fellowship. More recently 
representatives of the Disciples of Christ have been 
involved in this quest for ·unity. 

A few days ago the June, 2004, edition of Home 
Mission Advocate came into my hands. It is pub
lished by the Division of Homeland Missions of the 
Disciples of Christ. My copy was addressed to "The 
Reverend Victoria" a "pastor" serving that body of 
people. The contents of this paper reveal much 
about contemporary Disciples of Christ who 125 
years ago were our brethren in Christ. Embracing a 
change movement of their day, they began a journey 
that has transformed them from a church of Christ 
into a declining, liberal Protestant denomination. 
Consider the following: 

The feature_ article is by Ms. Kara Kleinschmidt, 
a "ministerial intern," due to be ordained by the 
Bellevue Christian Church of Nashville. She has been 
"called" to the Central Christian Church in Lexing
ton, Ky. as one of their "ministers." 

On page two, Arnold Nelson Jr., President of 
Disciples Home Missions, pays homage to Alexander 
Campbell and Barton Stone as "founders of the Dis
ciples." He speaks glowingly of D.S. Burnett who 
founded "a forerunner of Disciples Homes Mis
sions;" the American Christian Bible Society and the 
American Christian Missionary Society. 

Page 3 celebrates the retirement of "the Rev. Dr. 
Eldon Irving," "Senior Pastor" of First Christian 
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Church in Ducanville, Texas. He received his bach
elors degree from Yale Divinity School and his doctor
ate from Brite Divinity School. A member of the Rev. 
Irving's church writes, "Eldon is an eloquent speaker 
and a good teacher. We always have liked his ser
mons." 

Also on page 3 is an announcement that the 
women of the Disciples of Christ and those of the 
United Church of Christ will have a joint "Women's 
Event" in 2006. The Disciples are a "uniting" body 
of people. As good ecumenists, they fellowship any 
religious body that will fellowship them. The United 
Church of Christ is the most liberal of America's 
Protestant denominations. 

Page 5 reports on a "Weekend Visioning Retreat 
for Congregational Leaders. R. Wayne Calhoun 
writes about "our great denomination, the Christian. 
Church, (Disciples of Christ)." Their retreat 
"address[ ed] revitalization and transformation issues, 
they also provide a spiritual renewal component." 
One session discussed their "Core Values." Another 
was a "Celebration of [their] History." One could eas
ily mistake this for a lectureship of change agents. 

Page 8 is an enlightening study of "Disciple El
ders: Then and Now." Peter Morgan states that in the 
beginning the Disciples "had a vision of a church 
united simply on the basis of faithful obedience to 
whatever is clearly taught by precept or practice in the 
New Testament." Of course they no longer hold this 
vision. He tells us that '~exander Campbell believed 
... that the traditional churches of Christendom were 
too much under the control of the professional minis
try." Yet that is precisely what Disciples now have. 
"In looking back over Disciples history, a definite 
trend can be seen: The power of the elders has dimin
ished while that of the board and professional minis
ter has increased." "Disciple are a practical people and 
whatever "works" in making a church more effective 
is likely to commend itself to them." In the world this 
is called pragmatism. "What will be the future of Dis
ciples elderships? In the past the office of elder has un
dergone many changes. It will continue to do so as the 



church grows and adapts to a changing world." 
Church that reject the authority of scripture are al
ways changing with the world. 

On page 10 Timothy James writes about the 
forthcoming "National Convocation of the Christian 
Church" whose theme is ''A New Day, a New Way." 
Page 11 announces a coming "Clergy and Lay 
Leaders's Institute" in conjunction with their Convo
cation. 

Page 12 announces the Summer Worship of "The 
Association of Disciples Musicians." Sessions will be 
offered for Choral Activities, Organ, Handbells and 
Children's Choirs. Also there will be a "National Ob-

servance of Children's Sabbath" and "Wonder Story 
Teller Training." 

These news items help us see just how far a body 
of people, once committed to the restoration of New 
Testament Christianity, can drift in a century. They 
demonstrate the direction that change movements 
tend to go. They show us where our promoters of 
change are heading. It should make each reader ask 
him or herself, is this where I want the churches of 
Christ to go? The best time to stop a dangerous tend 
is in its early stages. 

10630 West Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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Two lnseds 
By Hugo McCord (deceased, but not forgotten) 

Atiny, frail, land-bound maggot, able only to 
wiggle, somehow transforms itself into a 
skillful flying machine, complete with anten

nae, gyroscopes, and wings (Rutherford Platt, "Those 
Remarkable 'Two-Animal' Animals," Readers's Di
gest, July, 1970). 

The pilot in that remarkable airship, flying faster 
than the eye can follow, executes a half-roll and 
lands upside down on the ceiling on six legs. From 
there, without the use of a runway, he can take off 
instantly. Helpless scientists can no more explain the 
change from larva to pupa to adult than they can ex
plain the fly's aeronautical ability. When they speak 
of inborn "blueprints" or of "instruction data from 
the DNA," or of "the DNA code script" they are say
ing they have gone as far as they can, and have no 
answer without using the name "God." 

Another example among thousands is the cicada, 
often called "the seventeen year locust." Cicadas have 
various cycles, with the longest being seventeen years. 
Almost exactly on May 24 each seventeenth year, 
these insects climb out of a seventeen-year period 
spent some 18 inches below the frost line under
ground. When they emerge they are still encased in a 
protective subterranean suit resembling plastic. After 
shedding the transparent suit, wings, never before 
used, but now ready for a riew life, are dried in the 
breeze. 

After mating, the female, equipped with a sharp 
blade, cuts under the bark of a twig, deposits her 
eggs, and then cuts the twigs three fourths through. 
As a result, the twig dies, falls to the ground, and car
ries the eggs to the soil. Then the eggs hatch, and the 
larvae dig into the ground. 

The adults live only about three weeks, and 
never see their offspring. What makes them operate 
so? Their defense from being eaten by birds is an un
bearable noise, equivalent to that of "a pneumatic 
hammer or a subway train screeching to a halt in an 
underground station." (Dr. James A. Simmons, 
Princeton University Auditory Research Laboratory, 
says the intense noise is 8 0 to 100 decibels measured 
60 feet away.) 

The intense noise damages eardrums, driving 
away birds and all other animal life. But some source 
gave the cicada a tiny muscle, which automatically 
collapses his eardrum just before he "sounds off." 
Scientists know how the muscle operates, but they 
do not know how it could have "evolved" in one 
springtime to allow one generation of cicadas to 
mate and to preserve the species, nor can they ex
plain the inborn seventeen year almanac which the 
cicada carries with him underground. 
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(We sorely miss our beloved brother, Hugo McCord, but know that he is busy about i~portant matters. 
Here is an article he wrote that you will find helpful and profitable, as was the case wzth all of brother 
McCord's teaching.) 

Changes of Heart on Crucifixion Day 
By Hugo McCord, deceased 

W th thorns scratching bloody marks on 
Jesus' head, with lacerations on his na
ked back, with nails in his hands and 

feet, and with loud railing in his ears, he did not re
spond with ugly words (1 Peter 2:23). Instead he 
prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know 
what they are doing" (Luke 23:34). What a re
sponse! That kind and caring reaction apparently 
changed some hearts on crucifixion day. 

A Penitent Thief 
Two robbers, dying on each side of Jesus, did what 
the mob was doing: they cast upon him the same re
proach" (Matthew 27:44). However, as the time 
passed, one of the thieves no doubt noticed that 
Jesus, though he "was cursed, did not reply with a 
curse"; though "he suffered, he did not threaten" (1 
Pet. 2:23 ). Jesus had touched the heart of that thief, 
and he rebuked his fellow-robber: 

Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
same condemnation? We indeed justly, for we 
are receiving just payment for the things we 
have done; but this man has done nothing 
wrong (Luke 23:40-41). 

That penitent thief apparently had heard Jesus 
preach about his coming kingdom, but had paid no at
tention to the idea. Now, however, after his change of 
heart on the cross, he recalled what Jesus had 
preached, and he begged the Lord, "Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom" (Luke 23 :42). 

Jesus, knowing there was sincerity back of the 
thief's prayer, granted him forgiveness of his railing 
and of his thieveiJt, and promised him, "Indeed, I as
s~e you that you will be with me in Paradise today" 
(Luke 23:43). 

Incidentally, and yet not incidentally, Jesus, dur
ing his personal ministry, had "authority on the earth 
to forgive sins" (Mark 2:10) on any conditions he 
pleased. Baptism was not required of a paralyze4 
man carried on a stretcher, or of a sinful woman who 
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washed the Lord's feet with tears, or a tax collector 
who gave half of his income to the poor, or of the 
crucified thief (Mark 2:3; Luke 7:38; 19:8). 

But beginning from Jerusalem on the day of Pen
tecost (May 28, A.D. 30) salvation is promised only 
to those who are baptized (Acts 2:38-39). The 
worldwide commission of Jesus for all people to the 
end of the world does not omit baptism (Matthew 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-47). 

A Roman Centurion 
Besides the thief, someone else was deeply affected 
on crucifixion day. The Roman centurion, assigned 
to the job of crucifying three men, probably knew 
nothing about any of the three. But as the day wore 
on something about the man in the middle deeply 
impressed the captain. He heard Jesus pray, "Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing," and he heard him pray, "Father, I entrust my 
spirit into your hands" (Luke 23:34, 46). 

Those prayers, coupled with the earthquake and 
the noon-day darkness, made the centurion realize 
that the man in the middle was not ordinary. The 
man in the middle caused the captain to praise God, 
saying, "Certainly this man was righteous" (Luke 
23:47). Also, as he "stood opposite" Jesus, and "saw 
how he died," the officer exclaimed, "Truly, this man 
was a son of God" (Mark 15 :39). 

It is too much to say that the centurion confessed 
Jesus as "the Son of God" (inserting "the" and capi
talizing "Son"), but the Roman captain had learned 
during the crucifixion that "this man" had a connec
tion with deity, and he confessed it. 

Simon of Cyrena 
Beside the thief, and beside the captain, someone 
else was deeply affected by what he saw and heard 
on crucifixion day. "A certain Simon of Cyrene," a 
large city in Libya, ·where "many Jews had settled" 
(A-G-0), some 800 miles from Jerusalem (modern 



day, Tripoli), probably having come to Jerusalem for 
the Passover, happened along the street where Jesus 
was struggling alone with a wooden beam, "bearing 
the cross for himself to the place called "The place of 
a skull,' which is called in Hebrew Golgotha" Uohn 
19:17). Apparently Jesus fell under the weight, and 
the offiCer in charge "forced Simon, a passerby com
ing in from the country, to carry the cross" (Mark 
15:21). Since the inspired writer said that Simon was 
"forced" ("pressed into service," aggareuo), it is evi
dent that he was not a disciple of Jesus, only "a pass
erby" (Mark 15:21, NASV). 

Simon of Cyrene bore 
The cross of Jesus- nothing more. 
His name is never heard again, 
Nor honored by historic pen; 
Nor on the pedestal of fame 
His image courts the loud acclaim; 
Simon of Cyrene bore 
The cross of Jesus, nothing more. 
And yet, when all our work on earth is done, 
And golden beams the western sun 
Upon a life of wealth and fame; 
A thousand echoes ring our name; 
Perhaps our hearts will humbly pray, 
Good Master, let my record say 
Upon the page divine, "He bore 
The cross of Jesus, nothing more." 

(Anonymous) 
Simon may never have become a disciple of 

Jesus, but what Mark wrote, about 35 years after 
crucifixion day, indicates that Simon not only did 
what he was forced to do, but also tarried at the cru
cifixion to see what happened. The indication is that 
he did tarry and that he was deeply impressed by 
Jesus' brief utterances during his six hours on the 
cross, so much. so that Simon became a disciple of 
Jesus, a dedicated one, and for the rest of his life re
joiced that he alone, of all men on earth, was allowed 
to touch and to carry the very cross of Jesus, the 
Master of Men .... What joy would fill his heart! He 
could never again think of Jesus and his cross with
out a tear in his eye, but with bursting joy in his heart 
(Martel Pace, "The Way of the Cross: John 19:17-
19," (Gospel Advocate, Mar. 1993, p. 19). 

Also there is a strong indication that Simon 
taught his wife and sons, Rufus and Alexander, about 
the Savior, and that they became active Christians. 
Mark identified Rufus and Alexander as sons of 
Simon (Mark 15 :21). Paul, in his letter to the Chris
tians in Rome, asked them to "Greet Rufus, chosen 
in the Lord, and his mother. She is my mother too" 
(Rom.16: 13). 

Nothing is ~nown about Simon's other son Alex-

ander, but the fact remains that Mark mentioned him 
by name, along with his brother Rufus, some 35 
years after Simon's carrying the cross (Mark 15:31), 
is a strong indication that he too was a faithful Chris
tian, following in the footsteps of his father and 
mother and brother. 

Beautiful then is the thought that on crucifixion 
day a man who had been forced to carry the cross 
had undergone a radical change in his heart, and for 
the rest of his life practiced what Jesus had preached: 
"If any one wishes to come after me, let him deny 
himself, and let him take up his cross, and let him 
follow me" (Matt. 16:24). Moreover, he would be 
able to say, "as for me and my house, we will serve" 
Jesus Uosh. 24: 15). 

Two Supreme Court Judges 
In addition to the radical heart changes on crucifix
ion day by a penitent thief and by a Roman soldier, 
and in addition to the apparent change in heart and 
life of an unwilling cross-bearer, there is evidence 
that two Supreme Court judges had changes of heart 
that day. 

One was Joseph of Arimathaea (a city of Judea), 
a "good and righteous" man, a respected attorney, 
and a judge in the Supreme Court of the Jews (Matt. 
27:57; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50). He had become a 
disciple of Jesus and was expecting the kingdom of 
God (Mark 15 :43; John 19:38). 

At Jesus' trial before the Jewish Supreme Court 
(the Sanhedrin) he did not vote to condemn Jesus, 
but cowardly he stayed quiet, letting no one know 
that he was a disciple of the Lord (Luke 23:51; John 

Happiness Guaranteed 
by Hugo McCord 

Truly happy people have learned that the 
principles underlying the 8 beatitudes of Jesus 
are basic, eternal, and sure. When these stan
dards are carefully laid in men's hearts and 
woven into their lives, happiness is "sure-fire." 
There are no misses. They lay out the pattern for 
happpiness guaranteed. Hugo McCord shows the 
true meaning and application of the beatitudes in 
our lives. 
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19:38). How he must have grieved during the cruci
fixion! Gradually, however, the ashamed disciple de
veloped more courage. Finally he dared to go openly 
to the governor and ask for Jesus' body (Mark 
15:43). 

On being allowed to take the body, he bought a 
piece of fine Indian linen (a sindon), removed the 
body from the cross, and wrapped it. Then he placed 
it in his new tomb cut out of a rock (Matt. 27:60; 
Mark 15 :46). Some 800 years before that burial 
scene, Isaiah had predicted that the Lord would be 
"with a rich man in his death" (Is a. 53:9; Matt. 
27:57). 

Another attorney, likewise a Supreme Court 
judge, named Nicodemus, was an admirer of Jesus 
Oohn 3 :2). He was convinced by Jesus' miracles that 
he was a "teacher come from God" Oohn 3:2). But,. 
like Joseph of Arimathaea, apparently he was a secret 
disciple. Twice it is mentioned he sought out Jesus at 
night, not in the daytime Oohn 3:2; 19:39). 

However, on one occasion he was bold to say a 
good word for Jesus, and was quickly branded as a 
disciple of Jesus Oohn 7:50-52). On crucifixion day, 
like Joseph, he came out of hiding and openly helped 
Joseph with the burying. He bought about 80 
pouads (100 litras) of expensive embalming per
fumes, myrrh, and aloes Oohn 19:39). 

Jesus' Half-Brothers 
Thus what happened on crucifixion day changed the 
hearts of a thief, of a centurion, of a passerby, and of 
two cowardly disciples. It may also be said that on 
crucifixion day the hearts of Jesus' half-brothers, 
James, Joseph, Simon, and Jude, were also changed 
(Mark 6:3; John 7:5). They had been openly dis
dainful of his work: "If you are doing these things, 
show yourself to the world" Oohn 7:4). 

Apparently they continued in that attitude at 
least up to crucifixion day. On that day, their mother, 
likely now a widow, stood by the cross Qohn 19:25). 
In Mary's most difficult hour none of her sons, and 
apparently none of her daughters (Mark 7:3 ), stood 
by her side, a time that 34 years before the old 
prophet Simon had predicted: "a sword will pierce 
your soul" (Luke 2:35). 

As Jesus hung suffering, he thought of his 
mother, and was forced to turn to a non-family per
son to take care of her Oohn 19:25). That sad fact 
apparently means that all of his brothers and sisters 
were unsympathetic (cf. Matt. 13:56). 

However, it is likely that Jesus' brothers and 
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sisters were standing not far away, and it is probable 
that finally their hearts were touched when they saw 
with what grace and love their brother suffered 
shame and rough treatment. This is probable because 
the next time one hears of Jesus' brothers they were 
believers, and were with their mother in a prayer 
meeting in an upper room in Jerusalem (Acts 1:12-
14 ). We hope that the word "brothers" in this in
stance is generic and so is inclusive of Jesus' sisters 
(Acts 1:14). 

Perhaps all of them were in the 3 000 baptized on 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41). We do have a hint 
that Jesus' four brothers became faithful and active 
Christians, listed along with the twelve apostles (1 
Cor. 9:5). It appears too that two of Jesus' brothers, 
James and Jude, were selected to write two of the 
New Testament books. 

Jesus did not preach a long sermon on crucifix
ion day, but what he said and what he did not say 
changed some hearts. 
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To Change or Not to Change 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he range on how to deal with religious error 
swings from soft-and-fuzzy to hard-as-nails. 
The wimpy approach has gained so much 

popularity in the church that it is difficult to find a 
person in a position of influence who will say that 
anything is wrong. Flip-flopping by religious leaders 
has become so admired that its proponents look like 
whirling-dervishes. If you could hook a generator to 
them, we could reduce the cost of electricity by half. 

In addition to the swing-in-every-direction fan
tasy there is the mush-mouth approach that is so 
filled with emotion its victims can only say 
creampuff type things. Some people would not dare 
to speak ill even of the devil, reminding one of the 
elderly lady who reverently bowed her head and 
smiled every time the preacher mentioned Satan. 
When asked why, she replied, "It don't hurt nothing 
to be polite." 

Hugo McCord's Translation 

New Testament 
and Genesis, Psalms, Proverbs 

Or. Hugo McCord has been a serious student of the 
Bible from the time he was a young man. By diligent 
study, thorough academic preparation, self-discipline, 
and heart cultivation he has become one of the leading 
and ripest scholars in the nation. His influence as an au
thor,lecturer, preacher, and professor has left his impact 
on the brotherhood. 

The apex of his scholarly contributions is his transla
tion of the New Testament. Because of his superior lin
guistic ability and commitment to the truth, he has pre
pared a translation that can be accepted with confidence 
by all. Or. McCord has sought diligently to give an accu
rate translation of the inspired Word of God in an easily 
understood modem day English. 
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Brethren have developed such an animosity for 
condemning anything, and such an admiration for 
approving everything that we preach the word as if it 
were an apology and as if we were half-ashamed of it. 

We must revive our commitment to truth and 
summon the courage to say what needs to be said ... 
and what must be said if anyone is to be saved. 

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and declare unto my people their 
transgression, and to the house of jacob their 
sins (Isa. 58: 1). 

Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, 
and speak unto them all that I command thee: 
be not dismayed at them, lest I dismay thee 
before them Uer. 1: 17). 

And the children are impudent and stiff
hearted: I do send thee unto them; and thou 
shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord jeho
vah. And they, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebel
lious house), yet shall know that there h~th 
been a prophet among them (Ezek. 2:4-5). 

What I tell you in the darkness, speak ye in 
the light; and what ye hear in the ear, pro
claim upon the house-tops. And be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell (Matt. 
10:27-28). 

Too many are "rebellious people" ... unwilling to 
"hear the law of Jehovah; saying, "Prophesy not 
unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits, get you out of the way, turn aside 
out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease 
from before us" (lsa. 30:9-11). . 

It is good to feel good, but it is bad to have such a 
craving to be caressed that we cannot stand to be 
told the truth. To compliment those who do well is 
admirable (Rom. 13: 7), but to make a fetish of prais
ing people and never rebuke and reprove is fatal to 
good spiritual health. "For this cause many among 
you are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep." 

We need balance in our announcements and 
teaching. If all we hear is something excessively sen
timental in a cloying and saccharine fashion we are 
apt to develop mental pyorrhea and a pyrosis that 
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will demand more and more sugar in the misguided 
notion that glucose cures heartburn. Sugar coating is 
okay if it is only used to make palatable the medicine 
that will cure ... but don't forget the medicine. 
Preachers who pour on the sugar and leave out the 
medicine are traitors to the gospel and are not keep
ing faith with the scripture-starved brethren. We 
must not only be encouraged to increase yet more 
and more in the fruit of the spirit, but we must also 
be made aware that practicing the works of the flesh 
will keep us out of heaven. 

Be strong! . 
Say not, "The days are evil. Who's to blame?" 
And fold the hands and acquiesce- oh shame! 
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God's name. 

W.R.W. Stephens, of the Church of England in 
Chickshester, in delivering a series of lectures on Is-
lam closed with these words: · 

To cultivate friendship and good-will with 
men of a different creed it cannot be neces
sary, because it cannot be right, to surrender 
one jot or tittle of the essential principles of 
our own faith; conscientious unbelievers 
would despise us if we did •... It was a com
mon saying of one of the most uncompromis
ing Churchmen, the late Dean Hook, to Dis
senters with whom he was brought much in 
contact and always lived on the most friendly 
terms: "There is a line between us, but across 
that line we shake hands." The saying would 
equally illustrate the proper attitude of Chris
tians towards the Muslim, or any other kind 
of unbeliever. There is a line between us; if we 
can persuade them to cross the line and to be 
one with us, we will receive them with open 
arms; if they will not cross it, let us shake 
hands over the line, and work hand in hand 
whenever they will move in a parallel direc
tion with us. 

But do not let us pretend that there is no 
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line, that Christianity is only a few shades bet
ter than Islam, the Bible only "as a whole" 
better than the Koran, and that the difference 
between the two religions is one not of kind, 
but only of degree. In short, in our laudable 
anxiety to make our Christianity pleasant and 
attractive to men of another creed, let us take 
heed not to dilute Christian doctrine so far as 
to find some day that we have lost what was 
of vital value for ourselves, and only bestowed 
on others a residuum which was hardly worth 
their acceptance. 

What Stephens so eloquently says about Chris
tianity and Islam should be adapted and said with 
reference to the church and denominations (includ
ing the Roman Catholic denomination). 

It is not a matter of being harsh. It is a matter of 
being truthful. It is not a matter of being arrogant. It 
is a matter of being faithful. 

With all kindness and courtesy we must look our 
denominational friends in the eye and tell them gos
pel-truth about God, the Bible, sin, salvation, and 
the church. 

Especially we must not make the mistake of leav
ing the impression that the church of the New Testa
ment is only a few shades better than denomination
alism. G.C. Brewer said, "We are hostile to denomi
nations and to denominationalism." Anything less 
than that is dishonest. 

There are some sticking points that cannot be 
glossed over and ignored. Hold fast to these truths: 

1. There are three beings in one Godhead ... God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit - three persons in one divine essence. 
God is infinite in all his graces and attributes. 
There is one God, one Lord, and one Spirit. 

2. The Bible is the very word of God and, in its 
original manuscripts; it is inerrant, infallible, 
and eternal. 

3. The Bible contains dogma, doctrine, and di
vinely revealed truth, which can be known. 

4. Christianity is based on historic events which 
actually happened in our ordinary calendar 
history. 

5. The species did not evolve from a lower life 
order. 

6. To fail, in religion, to conform strictly and ex
clusively to the new covenant is to be denomi
national. There is one faith. 
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7. All accountable people "sin and fall short of 
the glory of God," and "are separate from 
Christ ... having no hope and without God in 
the world." 

8. Jesus died to save sinners and purchase the 
church with his blood. All of the saved are in 
that one blood-bought institution ... "there is 
one body," which is the church Jesus built. Sec
tarianism (denominationalism) represents divi
sion and is sinful . . . they who practice such 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. There is 
one body. 

9. For a sinner to be saved he must believe, re
pent, and be baptized. 

10. Baptism is a burial in water and a resurrection 
to a new life ... in the water of baptism sins are 
washed away. Baptism is not sprinkling, nor is 
it immersion that is for any purpose other than 
the remission of sins. Baptism involves a resur
rection to a new life as a new creature. A sin
ner enters the kingdom of heaven on earth 

John 
edited by Bill Cline 

The 1989 Firm Foundation commentary/lectureship 
book is actually two books in one. It Is both exegetical and 
homiletical; a verse-by-verse commentary on the 21 
chapters of John, plus 35 lectures, based on Important 
themes of John. The 57 manuscripts In the book were 
written by 34 gospel preachers Including Rex A. Turner, 
William S. Cline, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, James Boyd, 
Winfred Clark, James Boyd, Ken Willis, Charles F. 
Cochran, Bobby Udell, Wayman Summers, Carl G. 
Hecker, Andrew Connally, Houston H. Bynum, George 
DeHoff, and others. LSAM02 hb 402 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
Grace, Law, and the Gospel 
The Incarnation 
The First and Second Resurrection 
Make Not My Father's House a House of Merchandise 
Witnesses for the Son 
Seeking Christ for the Wrong Reasons 
Miracles of Christ Contrasted with Fake Healing Today 
The Promises of the Son 
Relationships to the Son 
Why Do Men Suffer Tribulation? 
Can the Unity Jesus Prayed for Be Had Today? 
The Resurrection of the Son 
The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus - Fact, Not Action 
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when his spirit is born of water. There is one 
baptism. 

11. The corporate worship of a local congrega
tion of the one body of Jesus is to include, at 
the least, singing, praying, giving, the Lord's 
Supper, and edification. 

12. The command to sing is specific and, there
fore, excludes mechanical instruments. To at
tempt to worship God with machinery is sin
ful, for God is spirit and must be worshiped in 
spirit and truth. 

13. "It is appointed unto man once to die, and af
ter this comes the judgment." Man consists of 
body, soul, and spirit. At death the flesh de
cays, but the spirit returns to the God who 
gave it. There is one hope. 

14. "Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in 
which all that are in the tombs shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection 
of judgment." 

15. Jesus was born of a virgin and rose from the 
dead. 

16. God's Law as recorded in the Bible is an abso
lute standard of right and wrong. 

Study the Bible and get it right (dividing it prop
erly) to be approved unto God. "Fight the good fight 
of faith."· Do not support preachers and professors 
who teach contrary to God's word. "Mark them that 
are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn 
away from them." Houston, TX 77269-0192 

P.O. Box 690192 

FLORIDA 
ScaooL OF PREACHING 

1807 South Florida Avenue • Lakeland Florida 33803 
(800) 320-9780 • www.fsop.net • fsop@gte.net 

-Training Preachers Since 1969-

• Well-balanced program 
• Qualified faculty 
• Two-year, college-level program 

(100 semester hours minimum) 
• Classes for wives of students 
• No tuition Is charged 
• Limited financial assistance for qualified students 
• Approved for V.A. benefits 

Contact U$ today for Information, registration, 
lectureship books, and study materials. 
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-Make Plans to Attend Our 30th Annual Lecturesblp
January17-20,2005 
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Potpourri ••• 
Republic of lome 

fl History records that in the early days of the 
Republic, the Romans held moral values that were 
typical of a conservative agrarian society with strong 
family networks. They were hardworking and frugal, 
self-reliant and cautious, serious about their respon
sibilities and steadfast in the face of adversity. They 
particularly valued virtus, the physical and moral 
courage suitable to a man. The stress on family re
sponsibility was evident in· the idea of pi etas, the be
lief that every Roman owed loyalty to family author
ity. Likewise fides (good faith) made a Roman's word 
his or her bond - in both public and private life. 
The early books of Livy's History provide many ex
amples of the virtues and values that Romans be
lieved made them superior to other peoples. 

The Bible Translation Controversy 
Expanded Edition 
by Wayne Jackson 

Which translation of the Bible is the •righr transla
tion? Some view with suspicion most anyone who uses 
any Bible transJation other than the King James 
Version. Others, with an equal lack of discernment, 
exhibit little Interest In a textually accurate edition of 
God's Holy Book. 

A great number of highly respected, competent Bible 
students have pronounced this small book one of the 
more rational, even-handed discussions to make its 
presence felt in almost a score of years ............ $4.95 

Parables in Profile 
by Wayne Jackson 

In that marvelous galaxy of teaching that came from 
the lips of Christ, a solar system of parables has 
instructed and thrilled multiplied thousands for nearly 
20 centuries. The Lord's parables contain some of the 
most preachable and teachable material in the New 
Testament; no good teacher can afford to ignore this 
depository of divine information. Wayne Jackson, a 
close student of the Bible and a lucid writer, has, In this 
volume, given valuable material on the parables of 
Christ. The outlines have been expanded In this 
revised edition to include rich material so that every 
preacher will find himself using this book frequently. 
This volume contains enough material for at least a six-
month study course ............................................ $7.95 
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Hell Hatb llo lury 
fl Essen in Germany - In a rage against her hus

band, a woman took a hammer to the car parked 
outside his flat - only to learn that it belonged to a 
neighbor, German police said on Tuesday. 

It was only after the 43-year-old woman had 
smashed windows, lights and a side mirror that she 
learned of her mistake - Sapa-dpa (Published on the 
Web by IOL on July 27, 2004). 

"He that is slow to anger is of great understand
ing; But he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly, 
(Prov. 14:29). 

Outcome 
flDenmark legalized pornography in 1967 and 

sex education became compulsory in 1970. Laws 
against homosexuality, statutory rape, and indecent 
exposure have been removed. In the ten years fol
lowing, assault rape increased 3 00 percent; VD in 
the age group 20 and over increased 200 percent, in 
the 16-to-20 age group 250 percent; and in the un
der 15 age group by 400 percent. Abortions in
creased 500 percent, and the illegitimacy rate 
doubled (Sex Education in the Schools, cited in 
Wallis, Chaos in the Classroom, p. 244). 

Warning 
f>According to psycho-pharmacologist Susan 

Schenk of Texas A&M University, children treated 
with Ritalin are three times more likely to develop a 
taste for cocaine (Motluk, Health Institute Study on 
Ritalin's Kinship to Cocaine). 

lest We Drill 
OAccording to a Gallup Report (1991) cited in 

Focus on the Family, many public schools have be
come a vehicle to promote New Ageism among the 
young. Throughout the West, references to Chris
tianity in handbooks have been replaced by New Age 

-A great Idea-
Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367·6216 



concepts. Prayer is no longer allowed, but New Age 
practices are. Evolution is a sacred cow, while the 
story of creation is ridiculed. 

More of the Same 
!9> In the book, The Mass Psychology of Fascism, 

the author sets out these specifics: 
• The idea that organized religion, particularly 

Christianity, is a hangover of the authoritarian family 
ideal, which led to Fascism, and that authoritarian 
moralism must be eradicated. 

• A repetition of the Wundtian notion that 
man is primarily a neurochemical machine and 
sexual animal. 

• The idea that a matriarchy is superior to the 
paternally oriented family and social structure, and 
that the feminist agenda must therefore be actively 
pursued. 

That You May Know 
Ci>In 1983, writing for the January-February issue 

of The Humanist, John Dunphy said: "I am convinced 
that the battle for humankind's future will be waged 
and won in the public school classroom by teachers 
who correctly perceive their role as proselytizers of a 
new faith ... [The war is] between the rotting corpse 
of Christianity ... and the future faith of humanism ... 
and humanism will emerge triumphant. 

Read through the Bible in one year/ 

ONE 
YEAR 

BffiLE 

@NE 
YEAR 
l310LE 
" ... 
. .... . j 

Each 15-minute daily reading includes a portion 
from the Old Testament, the New Testament, 
Psalms, and Proverbs. This arrangement of Scrip
ture brings variety and a fresh approach to each 
day's reading. Ideal for personal devotions, in
structional reading, and family Bible reading with 
children of all ages. 
If you want to spend more time on each section of 
Scripture, The One Year Bible provides you with 
alternative two- and three-year reading plans. 

King Jsmes Version 
paperback • 0-8423-4608-2 

$18.95 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25 sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Heads-Up 
@The book, Diagnostic and Statistical Manual 

(DSM), is a catalogue, created by the American Psy
chiatric Association (APA), listing all mental disorders 
and their various criteria that mankind can suppos
edly suffer. For you convenience and information 
here are a few of the mental discombulations listed 
in the book: 

Dislike of doing math homework (No. 315.4, 
Developmental Arithmetic Disorder) 

Teenager arguing with parents (No. 313.8, Op
positional Defiant Disorder) 

Wife's failure to report shopping spree (No. 
313.2, Selective Mutism) 

Other mental disorders are: Lottery Stress Disor
der (LSD); Chronic Tax Anxiety Syndrome (CTAS); 
and Noncompliance with Treatment Disorder (No. 
15.81), which is refusal to seek professional psychi
atric help - a serious mental problem. 

Ten years ago psychiatrists said one in 10 Ameri
cans had a mental illness. Now, according to DSM, 
half of the population is mentally ill (which means, if 
you are married, either you or your spouse is a nut
case). If psychiatrists continue to invent new mental 
illnesses, it won't be long until we are all mentally-ill, 
including - maybe especially - the psychiatrists. 

As E. Fuller Torry in The Death of Psychiatry 
said, "In short, all you have to do to qualify as 'nor
mal' under the present system is to be a bowl of Jell-
0 ." 

Personally, I agree with Carol Tavris in stating 
that the authors of DSM suffer from "delusional sci
entific diagnosing disorder" (DSDD), which is num
ber one in my list of mental illnesses. 

Bruce Wiseman in his book, The Ultimate Be
trayal, quotes psychiatrist Walter Mield: "I was just 
talking last weekend to somebody who was on the 
commission to do DSM-IV and I said, Well, now, tell 
me, homosexuality used to be considered a disease 
and then it was not considered a disease. What's it 
going to be in DSM-IV?" And he said, "Oh, we've 
totally cured it now. It doesn't exist." 

To tell you the truth ... this is about to drive me 
insane. 

Earl Davis of Chirago 
@Our good friend from the Windy City often 

sends clipping from the Chicago Tribune, which 
keeps us up with the changing winds of society. 
Here are a few of the most recent tidbits of interest. 

@Flashback to a time when a dead 5-foot 7-inch, 
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31 year-old-man's toe tags indicated that he was the 
116th corpse brought to the morgue that July. His 
name was John Dillinger. Estimated cash stolen by 
the Dillinger gang: $300,000.00. Cash found on him 
at the morgue: $7.70. 

OMethodist Bishop E. Joseph Sprague will re
tire. During his eight-year term he supported homo
sexual behavior, and re-interpretation of scripture. 
What riled his critics was his description of the virgin 
birth of Jesus as a myth Uuly 16, 2004)~ 

0 Life expectancy in the world generally is 66.9, 
but in Zimbabwe it is 33.1; in Zambia 32.4; South 
Africa 4 7. 7; and Moza~bique 3 8 .1. The difference 
is AIDS ... in those countries where AIDS is rampant 
(due to sexual promiscuity) life expectancy is low 
Uuly 17, 2004). 

Oin the South Bronx unorthodox curbside reli
gious services are part of the Trinity Hip Hop Mass 
and were the brainchild of an Episcopal priest, Tim 
Holder. The parable of the Good Samaritan was 
modified into a tale about an elderly black man being 
mugged. During the Lord's Supper the disciples of 
Jesus became Jesus' homies. Holder said that hip
hop doesn't fit the educated, white Episcopalian. Re
ally~ Catherine Roskam concluded the mass by en
couraging "all my homies and peeps" to "keep your 
head up and holla back, and go forth and tell it like it 
is." Really? Uuly 16, 2004). 

0 Rev. Britto Berchmans invited some of the 45 
young adults in attendance to grab a cold beer· or 
margarita before taking their seats. The crowd was 
gathered in a room at the Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Inverness for the church's second night of 
"Theology-on-tap," a month-long program that 
mixes religion with socializing for people in their 20s 
or 30s. Uuly 23, 2004). 

OPatty Henetz of Associated Press Uuly 30, 
2004) reports that the book of Mormon claims to be 
"a literal record of God's dealings with the ancient 
Lamanites. They are said [in the book of Mormon] 

The Lord ean help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more Information call: 

Jobn Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 
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to have descended from the Israelite patriarch Lehi, 
who sailed to the New World around 600 B.C." 
Over the past 20 years, researchers examining 
American Indian and Polynesian DNA have found no 
evidence of Israelite ancestry. Or, to put it bluntly, 
the book of Mormon is flat out wrong in its claims 
and cannot have been sent down from heaven on 
golden plates to be translated by Joseph Smith. The 
book of Mormon is a farce. 

fl Lisa Farmer told Derrick Williams she was 
pregnant with their child. Williams refused to have 
any contact with her or acknowledge that he was the 
father of the unborn child. Then Farmer was injured 
in an automobile accident and the fetus died. Farmer 
settled a wrongful death claim for $150,000.00. Wil
liams filed suit to obtain one-half the settlement, say
ing it was his due as the natural father (Aug. 9, 
2004). 

fl Illinois' safe haven law makes it legal to aban
don one's newborn at a safe place, so long as the 
baby is unharmed and relinquished within three days 
of birth (Aug. 13, 2004). 

flThe Church of Christ the King, an Episcopa
lian congregation, opened in June to provide a place 
for displaced Episcopalians to worship. The Episco
pal Church has gotten so far from its roots that some 
members are looking for an alternative within the 
Episcopalian framework (Aug. 13, 2004 ). 

$Kathleen Parker in her August 18, 2004 col
umn about the homosexual governor of New Jersey 
commented, "To hear and read reaction to 
McGreevey's announcement that he would resign 
(one of these days), you'd think he'd done something 
heroic, a self-made martyr deserving of admiration 

IJour }Vlarriage 
ean rJe great 
by Thomas B. W~rren, Ph.D. 

This book may be as thorough in treating the 
various elements which are involved in building 
great marriages as any book, other than the Bible 
itself, which has ever been written. Sixty writers, all 
dedicated Christians and well-qualified students of 
the Bible contributed. The reader is directed to what 
the Bible teaches about how to have a truly great 
marriage. BKAB02, 692 pgs., paperback 

$16.95 
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rather than a contemptible individual forced to face 
the music .... We are asked to believe that his adul
tery and his alleged misuse of public funds to employ 
his lover are products not of his contemptible char
acter, but of life's unfairness." The Sodomite gover
nor put his unqualified boyfriend on the public pay
roll at $110,000.00 per year. The governor is not 
only a pervert, but he is also a thief. Instead of serv
ing as governor until next November he ought to be 
going to jail- right now and without passing "Go." 

OTucked into a state forest near the tip of 
Michigan's Lower Peninsula 260 miles north of De
troit is a 55-foot-high statue of Jesus on the cross. 
The body measures 28 feet from head to toe; the 
outstretched arms span 21 feet. But unlike most rep
resentations of Christ on the cross, there's no crown 
of thorns, or spear wound. Marshall Fredericks who 
sculpted the 7 -ton image wanted to portray a serene 
Jesus at the moment of death, commending his spirit 
to God (Aug. 27, 2004). 

~So-called reality TV premiered about four 
years ago. It has taken an even more exploitative 
turn with "Gana La Verde" ("Win the Green"), a 
Spanish-language reality show that dangles before its 

by Lynn McDaniel 

How does a child Jearn to overcome the debilitat
ing effects of Cerebral Palsy? Lynn McDaniel 
shares the anger, laughter, and wonder of coping 
with a serious disability in early childhood. Learn, 
and grow, from Lynn's chi ld's-eye view of her 
first eight years. For a pos itive dose of inspiration 
that will motivate you to encourage and uplift any 
person- including children - facing extraordi
nary challenges in daily living, make Yes,/ Can! 
a part of your book collection and your gift 
selection. 0929540360 paperback 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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contestants - most of them illegal immigrants - the 
promise of legalization and a green card that will al
low them to remain in the U.S. The show is a scam. 
No TV show can expedite the granting of a green 
card of the legalization process. But by appearing on 
television, undocumented workers may be expedit
ing their own deportation. To "win" the green card, 
contestants have to go through stunts that are com
mon in American shows like "Fear Factor," such as 
eating worms and locking themselves in a coffin 
filled with rats. "Win the Green" is produced by 
Houston-based Liberman Broadcasting and first ap
peared on July 1. It airs daily in Los Angeles, SanDi
ego, Houston, and Dallas (Aug. 27, 2004). 

Thanks Earl .. . and keep 'em coming. 

More About McGreevey 

@ "McGreevey, who is married, portrayed the 
whole episode as a lugubrious Calvary of coming 
out. 'It is my prayer,' he wrote in the New York 
Times, 'that I will now be free to ... integrate my 
sexuality with my daily life.' This is cant. 
McGreevey's sexuality was well integrated with his 
daily life:" He is a sleazy pol who ignored his re-

Conversational journeys 
and the Word of God 

13 Lessons for Women 

by Lynn McDaniel 

If you feel uneasy and insecure about giving an honest 
answer to the following questions, you will find Lynn's 
study a valuable tool as you defend the truth. What about 
the inspiration of the Bible? Do you know how it was 
compiled? How do we know the books are authentic and 
reliable? What are the Dead Sea Scrolls? Can you discuss 
intelligently the agreement of archae- ology and science 
with the Bible? Can you discuss credibly the creation and 
evolution with scoffing friends and neighbors? Can you 
answer alleged Bible discrepancies when your friends 
ask? How much do you know about the different transla
tions of the Bible? Can you tell an unbeliever what God 
requires forman's salvation? Can you discuss intelligently 
the high points of each book of the Bible? This book gives 
a refreshing approach to a study of such vital issues. The 
author very skillfully shows how to broach these subjects 
in a conversational style in our every day lives and feel 
comfortable in handling questions thrown our way. 
08913 74698, paperback,l85 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $3.55 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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sponsibilities in order to enrich friends. There is 
nothing new in that, particularly in the Garden State. 
Homo-ness is only the flavor of the year" (National 
Review, Sept. 13, 2004) 

Sodomite Gels 4ngry 
Ois the word homosexual a term invoking hate 

or derision? 
The question arises after a homosexual attorney 

fighting against a proposed constitutional amend
ment banning same-sex marriages was infuriated 
when called "homosexual" by opposing lawyers. 

Attorney John Rawls insisted he was not a homo
sexual, but, rather, a "gay" man. 

In a hearing Friday before Louisiana District 
Judge Mike Caldwell, Rawls, according to published 
reports, lost his temper, his face turned red, and he 
lunged at the attorney defending traditional hetero
sexual marriage. 

"No one calls me the H-word," Rawls said in de
fense of his outburst (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Konluzed 
$According to the Catholic World News Arch

bishop John Vlazny believes his decision to file a 
bankruptcy claim for the Portland archdiocese was 
guided by the Holy Spirit. Archbishop Vlazny re
vealed that he made the final decision to seek bank
ruptcy ("I had a feeling the Holy Spirit was working 
with me"). In a meeting with creditors, Vlazny said 
he was working with Vatican officials. So, who did 
it? The Holy Spirit? The Archbishop? The Vatican? 
(Thanks to Elvin DeShazio who sent this report to 
us.) 

Imagine someone saying, the Holy Spirit told me 
to file bankruptcy, but I made the decision myself, 
but the Vatican consulted. Anyway, the creditors are 
out of luck. 

Saint Death 
$In the Mexico City barrio of Tepito, a long 

queue of people wait to get closer to a 6 ft. image of 
Saint Death and seek a favor. 

Small-time drug traffickers wanted a guarantee 
against arrest; children asked for their fathers' re
lease from jail; sick people sought a cure; shopkeep
ers prayed for higher sales; prostitutes looked for 
protection from disease; and grannies begged for 
grandchildren to stay out of trouble. 

. These motley devotees of La Santa Muerte bore 
gifts of chocolates, tequila, and cigarettes for the fine 
"lady skeleton" in flowing robes which clutches a 

3 Q ~~lp!und~~~! 

scythe in one bony hand and the world in the other. 
At· the front of the queue they paused to kneel and 
kiss the saint's glass case. 

The Catholic authorities are dismayed, but fear 
they will lose their congregations if they threaten ex
pulsions (this comes to us by the good graces of Elvin 
DeShazio). 

Dirty 

etA Florida woman was fired after eating "un
clean" meat and violating a company policy that 
pork products are not permissible on company pre
mises. 

Lina Morales was hired as an administrative as
sistant at Rising Star - a Florida telecommunica
tions company with strong Muslim Ties. 

Ten months after being hired by Rising Star, reli
gious differences led to her termination. Morales, a 
Catholic, was warned about eating pizza. She was 
fired for eating a bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwich. 

Are you telling me they fired you because you 
had a pizza and a BLT sandwich? 

Yes, was the answer . . . (searched out by good 
friend Elvin DeShazio of Houston, to whom we 
again tip our hat). 

Songs that teach Bible facts 

Each Little Dewdrop 
new songs for young hearts 
by Charlotte E. Couchman 

34 acappella songs including: 
Books of the Old Testament 
Genesis 
Enoch Walked with God 
Exodus 
Fire on the Mountain 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Joshua 
Judges 
Elijah Spoke for God 
God's Servant Job 
God Knows me 
Isaiah's Call 
The Valley of Dry Bones 
Obadiah 
Eutychus 
My Sheep Hear My Voice 
We Are Part of God's Plan 

CD CDCI18 ............................................ $11.99 
Audio tape ATTI78 ............................................ 8.99 
Book BKBI18 ............................................................. 4. 99 

$2.25 s&h for CD, tape, or book 
$3.00 book & tape or CD • Texas res. add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



res ••• 
tfTere Wilson, an Episcopal priest for nearly 20 

years, contends that many Episcopalians, unfortu
nately, are "very comfortable" and have not been ex
posed to biblical theology in any real sense for at 
least 40 years. He says not long ago he preached a 
sermon on the sin of adultery, and one person in his 
70s said he had never, in all his years of being an 
Episcopalian heard anybody say that adultery IS 

wrong (more research by Elvin DeShazio). 

fducafors? 
!tChristiansunite.com reports that the founder 

of the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN), who was recently honored by the largest 
teachers union in America, is defending himself 
against allegations of engaging in unethical and ille
gal behavior. California teacher Diane Lenning re
cently criticized the National Education Association 
(NEA) for giving a human rights award to GLSEN 
founder Kevin Jennings this summer. Dr. Warren 
Throckmorton is a conservative columnist and pro
fessor of college counseling at Grove City College. 
Like Lenning, Throckmorton questions whether Jen
nings -given his apparent failure to report child sex 
abuse - should have received the award from the 
NEA. Jennings was required by Massachusetts state 
law to report the illicit affair (this also sent in by 
good friend Elvin DeShazio). 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful - Rev 2:10 
o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

James 5:16 
0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

One More 
0 Elvin DeShazio also sent in a blurb from 

AgapePress saying that the Philadelphia Phillies Ma
jor League baseball team hosted a "Gay Community 
Day," at Monday's game (Aug. 10, 2004). The base
ball program for that day featured special recogni
tion of members of the local "lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgendered" community. 

loasted and Iaten 
0 Four members of a family have been arrested 

and charged with murder for allegedly killing and 
eating a relative during a wedding reception ... po
lice in the Philippines said. 

At the July 17, 2004, wedding of his daughter, 
Eladio Baule got angry with his cousin Benjie Ganay 
who tripped and accidentally touched the bride's 
bottom. 

A few hours later, Baule, his son Gerald, another 
cousin Junnie Buyot, and a nephew, Sabtuari Pique, 
allegedly confronted Ganay, and then drov·e him to a 
secluded place where they stabbed him to death. 

Buyot, who surrendered to police and is a wit
ness, told police they then roasted Ganay's body us
ing coconut leaves and kerosene. 

Buyot told police that the group returned to the 
party and served some of Ganay's cooked remains to 
guests who were still celebrating the wedding (The 
Associated Press). 

Instrumental Music 
in the Public Worship 

by John L. Giradeau 

Introduction written 
by Winford Claiborne 

This book Is published by the International Gospel Hour, 
a radio program sponsored by churches of Christ. It is a 
very scholarly book by a Presbyterian preacher reprinted to 
show that churches of Christ are not alone in opposing in
strumental music In worship. 

Dr. Girardeau taught for many years at Columbia Theo
logical Seminary In Columbia, S.C. This book is his answer 
to students who asked him why he opposed instrumental 
music in the worship of the church. We do not support Dr. 
Giradeau's denominational thoughts on other topics, but his 
thoughts opposing instrumental music in worship are well 
worth the study. paperback • 200 pgs. 

$10.00 
plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Proh of CIJild Poraograp6r 
OVIENNA, Austria - A papal emissary shut 

down an Austrian seminary amid a child pornogra
phy investigation on Thursday, saying that past pro
cedures for selecting students for the program were 
inadequate. 

Bishop Klaus Kueng told reporters in remarks 
broadcast on state-run ORF television that his inves
tigation showed that church leaders "paid too little 
attention to selection procedures." He said he regret
ted that the seminary had veered away from its mis
sion of training young men to serve the Roman 
Catholic Church. "A new beginning is necessary," he 
said. "I am closing the seminary right away." 

The Vatican inspector had promised a "brisk in
vestigation" into the discovery of child pornography 
at the seminary and pledged to do whatever it took 
to restore credibility to Austria's scandalized church. 

Authorities said they found about 40,000 photos 
and numerous videos, including child pornography, 
on computers at the seminary in the diocese of St. 
Poelten, about 50 miles west of Vienna. 

Other photographs of seminary students kissing 
and fondling each other and their older religious in
structors at the seminary also have been found. Some 
of the photos were published in Austrian media and 
triggered a public uproar that prompted Pope John 
Paul II to dispatch Kueng as an "apostolic visitor" to 
contain the scandal. 

Prosecutors investigating the child pornography 
aspect of the case have charged a 27 -year-old former 
seminary student from Poland with possessing and 
distributing illicit material, ·a federal offense punish
able by up to two years in prison. 

Local Bishop Kurt Krenn, whose close ties to the 
Vatican led to a papal visit to his modest diocese in 
1998, has refused to resign despite mounting pres
sure. 

Kueng, of Feldkirch, Austria, is a member of Opus 
Dei, the conservative Catholic organization. His dio
cese is in the southwestern Austrian province of 
Voralberg. 

The Vatican appoints an apostolic visitor when it 
· receives allegations of "grave irregularities" at an insti

tution of a diocese (NewsMax.com, Aug. 12, 2004). 

II Smells to Big6 Beaven 
OJERUSALEM (Reuters)- Israel's army has de

veloped a pungent new weapon for driving back Pal
estinian protesters - the skunk bomb. 

The stink bomb, containing a synthetic version of 
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the odor skunks release to deter predators, has been 
developed for breaking up protests and stone-throw
ing confrontations without causing casualties, secu
rity officials said on Wednesday. 

The foul-smelling weapon was invented as part of 
efforts to replace rubber bullets, which have killed 
scores of Palestinians during a nearly four-year-old 
uprising. 

The new device, which is not yet operational, re
leases a cloud so pungent that according to initial tests 
it permeates clothes for five years, the officials said. 

lopd and free 
$Israel Campbell was born into slavery in Ken

tucky. His autobiography describes his life as a slave 
in Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee, and his es
cape to Canada in 1849. It also details his career as a 
preacher, and his work in support of other escaped 
slaves who fled to Canada after the 1850 Fugitive 
Slave Law tightened penalties against runaways. 
Campbell's story, fully titled Bond and Free: or, 
Yearnings for Freedom, from My Green Brier House, 
was published in 1861 in Philadelphia, Penn. 

James Askin, Register of the County of Essex in 
Canada, certified that Israel Campbell was "a Baptist 
of the Baptist denomination . . . according to the dis
cipline and usage of the Baptist Denomination ... 
and recognized as a regularly ordained minister in 
said denomination." 

Amazingly on page 270 of the story of his life Is
rael Campbell wrote: 

But we learn in the fourth chapter of Eph
esians, fifth verse, that there is one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; so that if we admit of a di
versity of baptisms, there must be wrong 
somewhere: and if the doctrine of the Bible be 
the one which we hold to be true, we should 
contend for one baptism, hold to that, and 
deprecate all others. It would look more rea
sonable to me, then, to contend for the Bible 
than to admit three modes, when the only au: 
thority we have for the ordinance guarantees 
but one. . 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campben 1826 

A translation of the New Testament· with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

S19.99 
plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Ffrm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



It is true, people frequently say that the 
Baptists put too much stress on baptism, as if 
it was a saving o rdinance. I know that a great 
many of the Baptists will not admit that it is a 
saving ordinance. Then what is the saving or
dinance? Jesus said, "Then are ye my dis
ciples, indeed, if you do whatsoever I com
mand you." H e commanded His disciples, 
and said unto them, "Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature . H e 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark xvi. 15). 

And we are commanded to teach all things 
whatsoever he directed for them to observe. I 
hold, therefore, and contend that the com
mandments of Jesus are advantageous to us as 
His disciples, and must be saving o rdinances; 
and we have no right to say to any persons, 
that they can be saved outside of God's ap
pointed way as set forth in His word . I do not 
look upon a person as being a complete Chris
tian until they have conformed to the Bible: 
"Know ye not that so many of us as were bap
tized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his 
death ? Therefore we are buried with him into 
death; that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been planted tOgether in the likeness 
of his death, we shall be also in the li keness of 
his resurrection" (Romans vi. 3, 4 ,5). "For as 
many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ" (Galatians iii. 27) 
(Bond and Free: or, Yearnings for Freedom, 
from My Green Brier H ouse, page 270; 
Microsoft Encarta Reference Library 2003). 

Lea.dinq Ladies 
Willing Hearts, Willing Hands 

by Tet'eaa Hampton 

While worldly women struggle to 
break through the glass ceiling, women 
of God hungrily search for refreshing 
ideas and simple guidelines showing 
them how to lead within divine param· '--------' 
eters. The world has its own definition of female 
leadership, but one must look to God's Word for a 
true perspective. 

Teresa Hampton uncovers important lessons on 
leadership from women and men in scripture who, with 
willing hearts and w illing hands, successfully led, inspir· 
ing todays women to become leading ladies ... women 
who are willing to lead other women in doing what is 
pleasing in God's sight BKTHOl, paperback, I 22 pgs. 

$7.95 • $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 
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Instrumental Music 
Faith or Opinion 

Larry James, Bill Swetmon, 
Cecil May Jr., David Lipe 

Fread-Hardeman Forum 1991: 
Larry James and Bill Swetmon 
defend the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in worship. 
Cecil May, Jr. and David Lipe show 
that it is unauthorized by scripture. 
0929540107, paperback 
. .. ....................................... $8.95 

The Elders 
Which Are Among You 
by Bobby Duncan 

Helps Christians to better 
appreciate the work of the elders. 
Includes qualifications and 
perpetuations of the eldership, as 
well as its relationship to the 
congregation and the preacher. 
For class study and personal 
growth. Thirteen lessons. Chapter 
questions. 0929540026, paper-
back •.........•...•••••••...•......... .$6.95 

Unseen Hand: 
Father and Son View 
Providence 

by Robert C. (Bob) Hampton, 
Gary C. Hampton 

A timely study of God's provi
dence midst today's horoscope 
charts and misuse of the word 
miracle. Why do Christians suffer? 
Why pray anyway? Will God heal 
me? How does God provide? Ex
cellent class book; a must for one's 
personallibrary.0929540344, 
paperback ......................... $8.95 

God at a Distance 

by Kerry Duke 

Why doesn't God reveal Himself 
more c!early? Do homosexuals 
and alcoholics inherit their 
condition? Is Bible interpretation 
always biased by the influence of 
culture? Understandable and 
definitive. 0929540190, paperback 

····················· ······· ··········· $9.95 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 or 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why are there two churches of the 
Lord in most towns, a white congregation and 

a black congregation? Why can't the leaders of the 
two come together and bring about the unity that we 
are supposed to have? I feel that if we come together 
as one (the way it should be) then we will be able to 

show the world that we do have the truth and that 
we can love each other the way God expects his chil
dren to love. Because if we don't, somebody will 
have some big trouble in that Day 

Ans~er: These are interesting and timely ques
tions. 

Are racial partiality and prejudice sins? Yes. 
Is it wrong for there to be two congregations in 

the same town, one mostly white and the other 
mostly black? Sometimes it is, but not necessarily al
way's. There is no simple answer to this question that 
fits all situations. 

Before going into the complexities, however, let 
us be reminded biblically that some things are quite 
clear. 

In Christ There Is Neither Black nor White 
All human beings, regardless of race or nationality, 
are alike in the eternally significant ways. 

All stand before God as sinners. "There is no dif
ference" (Rom, 3:22-23). 

All sinners have earned eternal death and, if left 
to their own merit and character, stand condemned 
(Rom. 6:23). 

God loves us all, "red and yellow, black and 
white," as the children sing, and even while we were 
sinners, weak, and ungodly, he gave his Son to die 
for all (Rom, 5 :6-8). Christ died for black sinners, as 
well as for white sinners, for white sinners as well as 
for black ones. 

"Whoever will" is invited to come for salvation, 
regardless of color or ethnic background. "The 
ground is level at the foot of the cross." 

Our command from our Lord is to preac h the 
gospel to every creature (Mark 16: 15). That includes 
black, white, Asian, native American. 
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All who are saved will be saved by the same gos
pel. There is not one way of salvation for blacks, an
other for Hispanics and another for Caucasians. 
Christ on the cross is God's one plan for all people 
of all nations. Simple, trusting obedient faith in Jesus 
is the one means by which everyone must accept 
God's gracious offer. 

All the redeemed are in Christ. In him "there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus, and if you are Christ's, then you 
are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise" (Galatians 3 :28-29). Neither race, eco
nomic status, nor gender changes that reality. 
Whether black or white, all the redeemed are spiri
tual descendants of Abraham and in line to inherit all 
the promises of God. 

7Ju enchanted 2<night 
The Life Story of Hugo McCord 

by Earl I. West 

Biography of a faithful gospel preacher and writer. 
Hardback • 223 pgs 

$13.95 • $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Boswell-Hardeman 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music in the Worship 

conducted in the Ryman Auditorium Nashville, Tennessee 
May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Paperback • 239 pages 

$11.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 



ushowing Partiality" 
Showing partiality ("respecting persons," KJV) 
means determining a person's standing or worth 
based on outward characteristics such as nationality, 
race or dress rather than on faith and character. 

The Bible says God does not show partiality based 
on race. Rather, he shows partiality to those who 
honor God and work righteousness (Acts 10:34). 

As masters deal with slaves (the parallel today 
would be, as employers deal with employees), they 
are reminded that they have a Master, and "there is 
no partiality with him" (Ephesians 6:5-9) . 

If we treat people differently according to 
whether they are dressed in "fine apparel" or "filthy 
clothes" we show partiality Uames 2:2-4). 

Some whites are bigoted, but to assume that par
ticular white persons are bigots just because they are 
white is to have "respect of persons." 

Television news reminds us daily that some 
blacks are violent and dishonest, but to assume that 
particular black persons are criminals just because 
they are black is to have "respect of persons." 

"But if you have respect of persons, you commit 
sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors" 
Uames 2:9) . 

One Body 
All of the redeemed are reconciled to God in one 
body by the cross (Ephesians 2: 16). Christ did not 
build one church for Africans, another for Asians and 
another for Europeans. "There is one body" (Eph
esians 4:4). 

Simplified Bible Lessons 
on the 
Old and New Testaments 

G. H. P. Showalter 
and W. M. Davis 

Offered as a means of guiding the student to a 
knowledge of the scriptures through a systematic study. 
52 lessons on the Old and New Testaments. Lessons 
consist of review questions. Back in print by popular 
demand. BKAW01 

Paperback, 149 pages 

$ 4.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 • 888 367-6216 

Some blacks may have a greater affinity for other 
blacks than for whites, or some whites may feel more 
comfortable around other whites than around blacks. 

Christians, however, are not governed by our af
finities or our comfort zones, but by the word of God. 

The affinity we have for one another as Christians 
should be greater and more compelling than the af
finities we have with non-Christians of our own race. 

Nearly every congregation with which I am fa
miliar today welcomes, and in many instances regu
larly has, visitors and members of a variety of nation
alities and races. There may be a few which do not 
welcome people of other races into their assemblies. 
If so, even though they may still be listed in Churches 
of Christ in the United States, unless they repent, 
Christ will remove their lampstand (compare Revela
tion 1:20; 2:5) . 

First Step 
The first goal, then, is the removal of partiality based 
on outward appearance. 

If there are two congregations in a town, and one 
is historically black and the other predominately 
white (those seem to be the correct adjectives to use), 
they should relate to one another in love as members 
of the same body and children of the same Father. 

There should be no feelings of superiority or 
condescension. Each should attend the other's spe
cial events. Christians of any race or background 
should feel free to visit or place membership at either 
congregation, and they should be welcomed warmly 
and genuinely. 

The kind of interaction and the spirit of brother
hood between two congregations with different ra
cial make-ups should be the same as that between 
two faithful congregations with the same racial 
makeup. 

One Congregation? 
Once this is true, should black and white congrega
tions merge? That depends. 

Suppose there are two predominately white con
gregations in a town. Should they become one con
gregation? The answer has to be, "That depends," 
doesn't it? 

There is an old saying, "In marriage husband and 
wife become one. The problem is in deciding, 
'Which one?"' 

When two congregations merge, which one do 
they become? Ideally, they take on a new identity 
that is a happy combination of the best of both, but 
practically speaking, the question can become a 
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source of conflict even when the leaders of both con
gregations have the best intentions. 

If there is both a black and a white congregation 
in a town, either of them may be very willing for the 
other congregation to come join in with them, but ei
ther, or even both, may be unwilling to go join in 
with the other and so lose their identity. 

Whenever there are two or more congregations 
in an area where there appears to be no geographical 
need for two, likely sin in some form was involved in 
their beginning, whether or not they are of different 
racial makeup. 

In some cases a serious doctrinal disagreement 
may have been involved. 

Frequently, division has resulted from what we 
call "a personality conflict," a euphemism for a quar
rel over who gets their way. That is the same ques
tion that troubled the twelve in Jesus' day, "Who will 
be the greatest in the kingdom?" 

And in some, of course, racial prejudice has 
played a part. 

If sin was involved in the original division and is 
still present, the sin has to be dealt with in order for 
any kind of biblical unity to be restored. 

In many cases, however, things may have oc
curred over the years to resolve the sin problem. 

Racial prejudice frequently dissipates as Chris
tians mature. 

A church formed over a particular false doctrinal 
premise may completely lose its doctrinal peculiarity 
with, for example, the death of the founding leader
sh~p and the coming into prominence of new con
verts. 

If the sin which resulted in two congregations 
has been resolved and forgiven, is it necessarily con
tinued sin for two congregations to exist? At the very 
least, it may be said that this question becomes a 
matter of judgment, as long as sinful attitudes and 
feelings have been overcome and left behind. 

Is it a sin for the black congregation to choose 
not to merge with the predominately white one, or 
for the white one not to merge with the black one? 

Not necessarily. 
There are several places where mergers of con

gregations are under discussion or being actively 
implemented right now. The ones I am aware of are, 
in my judgment, appropriate. In some cases, removal 

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888-367·6216 
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of the sin (or sins) involved in the original division 
removes the only reason for two congregations. 

In other instances two congregations may meet 
genuine needs of different communities, though in 
the same city. 

Who Decides? 
By biblical mandate and example, congregations are 
autonomQus. No school, paper or self-appointed 
overseer has any authority to say, "You must merge," 
or "You cannot continue as a congregation." 

Faithful Christians can point out and condemn 
every sin they see, but the government of congrega
tional affairs rests with the congregation and its lead
ers. 

However, let no one use that as a cover for con
tinued sinful attitudes! "If you really fulfill the royal 
law according to the Scripture, 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,' you do well; but if you show 
partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors" Uames 2:8-9). 

"Big Trou.le in That Dayn 

Committed Christians are becoming an increasingly 
conscious minority. To be sexually monogamous and 
honest and to care sacrificially for others is not as 
"normal" or usual as it once was. 

The lack of moral standards in the world, the 
pervasiveness of the drug culture, the poverty of the 
third world countries and our own inner cities, and 
the complete disdain in society for the doctrine of 
Christ appears to be overwhelming. Only our faith in 
the power and sovereignty of God gives hope. 

God, however, has called us to act, to challenge 
the spiritual wickedness in the heavenly places with 
the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God, to 
change the world as salt and leaven, to dispel the 
darkness with the light of the gospel. 

To accomplish this requires all Christians, of ev
ery race and color, in this hemisphere and through
out the world, to march shoulder to shoulder under 
the banner of Christ. · 

It is time for this age, as did the first century Ro
man Empire, to see Christians in action and to be 
caused to marvel, saying, "See how they love one an
other!" 

If not, there will indeed be big trouble. in that 
Day. 

Faulkner ·university 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Directory St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith-
2900 LewisSpwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Livingston- 1101 w:church St., Exit off 59 
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Redwater- Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 

-Georgia-

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jpropbet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 

-Missouri-

(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-

3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. <417> 334-3866• on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

F · s · Ch h fCh · H a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the armmgton- unnyvaew urc o nst, wy 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue,· H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. S Dallas Co., Lancaster- Cold Springs Church 

of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-

Raytown _Raytown Chur-i.. of Christ, 6000 Blue 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Wasilla ~ Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box u• ('L · f 1 35) 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 p.m. n. rna. east 0 -

373-5583 _ Virginia _ -Ohio-
-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'" Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WP AFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
778-8955 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- California - -South Carolina_:_ 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Greer-Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
a.m., Max· Jt,. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood.Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
SouthSR47,32025,Sun.9,10a.m.,6p.m.,Wed. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9,10 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contactjoe'Tyler (321) 254-2261. ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Give Firm Foundation as a gift 

1-&88·367-6216 

Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

q)ante£ A SJ?ropftet of God 
by Rex A. Turner Sr. 

Using a unique chronological and historically 
grounded ap-proach, Daniel's prophetic 
career from youth to old age is traced. Dr. 
Turner comments on each verse of the book, 
comparing his understanding with those of 
other commentators spanning two centuries 
of scholarly study. CMCL02 hb, 389 pgs. 

$25.00 plus $4.50 s&h • 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Catif19 & Sliari119 
Nel,vsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. A. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. A. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3' x 5'/•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

Q,nestions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLo2 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(317'x5%") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds 
the meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments In the Decalogue. Each com
mandment Is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Lectures on Church Cooperation 
by Thomas Warren 

A series of lectures given at the Burbank 
Gardens Church of Christ in Grand Prarie, 
Texas, in Oct. 1957. The plan of the lectures 
and of the book is to present what might be 
called a handbook of questions relating to 
orphan homes and church cooperation. A lso 
discussed are the extremes of the "liberal" 
and "anti" movements in the church. 
BKAB06 204 pages, paperback 

$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves lhe right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matler of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize wilh the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3. 75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tsx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Stili, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people witH 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with ali 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so,' whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-7 5 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, blade/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
include r~sum~, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., Jax, FL 32208. 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Genuine bonded black leather 

0·940999·45-5 .......... $59.95 
fJ&r,V.. Genuine black leather 

0·940999·46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0·94099-986·2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/• • x7Y4 •x 3/s• 

1·56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Large Print New Testament 
•Hardcover 
•12 pt. type 
•Size s• X g• 

ASV-A98 .................... $10.00 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h Old and New Testament 
$3.00 s&h New Testaments 
Call for s&h charge for multiple copies 

Order from Firm -· •• 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact Jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Blue Springs, Missouri. We are first and most 
assuredly looking for a man sound in the faith, 
well seasoned, greatly experienced in personal 
work, willing to put out the effort needed to 
evangelize the area. We will be offering a preachers 
house and salary. Please e-mail me at 
Doug168@aol.com or send r~sumO~ and sample 
tape to Douglas Holland, 39505 NE 3rd St., Oak 
Grove, MO 64075. 

Missionaries Wanted for Papua, Indonesia: Work 
in large modern cities, villages or with remote tribes. 
Most places in Papua are still without a church of 
Christ. Join our existing team or form a new one. 
There are at least 14 areas that have yet to be 
contacted and deceived by the denominations help 
us get there first. For information contact: Martin 
Johnson 2313 N. Glenisle Ave. #1 Durango, CO 
81302. 970-259-4637 papuamissions@yahoo.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Missionary Family in Need of Support. The 
johnson family (Martin, Julie and Sarah) intends 
to work full time with the church of Christ Bible 
School in Papua Indonesia starting early 2005. They 
are in need of financial support both one time and 
monthly. They also are in need of a sponsoring 
congregation. If you can help or know someone 
who might please contact: Martin Johnson 2313 
N. Glenisle Ave. #1 Durango, CO 81302. 970-
259-4637 papuamissions@yahoo.com 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

(888) 367-6216 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course. 
Comprehensive, 8-lesson course. Published by 
Lambert Book House. Call 1-800-551-8511 for 
prices. We also publish curriculum and VBS. 

Firm Foundation 
•Bibles 

•Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic reference concor
dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134·3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leathe~ 
158-134·3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158·134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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Goo HATH SPOKEN 

Old 
Testament 
Workbook 
by 
Ken Butterworth 

• A basic workbook for. studying the Scriptures 
by a proven method. 

+Designed for any group or individual Bible study. 

• The first book in the series, God Hath Spoken. 

+Packaged in a spacious 8Y, x II frame 
with room for notes. 

• A complete overview of every book 
in the Old Testament 

• Easy fill-in-the-blank format, challenging questions, 
and side-notes. 

• Finally! A workbook with enough space in the blanks 
for answers and extra notes. 

• Paperback, ISBN 0929540409 

Author Ken Butterworth is a master at involving his 
audience; people remember his lessons. Congrega
tions in Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee have benefited from Ken's direct 
approach to preaching the gospel. Ken now writes 
full time and speaks by appointment in gospel 
meetings and lectureships. 

$8.95 plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77 430-0069 
October 2004 
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The Word 
of God 
in English: 
Criteria for Excellence 
In Bible Translation 

Leland Ryken, C. John Collins 

With so many Bible translations available, how do you 
make a choice between them? 

As an expert in English literature and literary theory, Leland 
Rykcn approaches the translation debate from a practical 
artistic viewpoint. He believes many modem translations take 
liberties with the biblical text that would not be allowed with 
any other type of literary work- thus producing a translation 
far from the original text. 

Ryken argues the same dedication to reproducing literature 
texts as closely as possible needs to be present in biblical 
translation. Only an essentially literal, "word for word" 
translation of the Bible can achieve sufficienily high standards 
in terms of literary criteria and fidelity to the original text. 

Ryken defines the translation theory and principles that 
would result in the best Bible for English-speaking people. He 
shows that an essentially literal translation is the natural result 
of following these principles. 

Along with a short history of translation, Rykcn evaluates 
many elements that impact the translation process. Believing 
Bible translators have an obligation both to God and to others, 
he assesses the theological, ethical, and hermeneutical issues 
involved and surveys difficulties with modem translations. He 
provides Christians with a standard for comparing contempo
rary Bible translations, as well as an understanding of why 
some translations may not convey the very words of God. 336 
pgs. • Paperback • I 581344643 

$15.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 
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Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets 
Young and the Old Prophets - Jehu - Azariah - Hananai 

By Jack Lewis, Ph.D. 

One of the most challenging stories about the 
pre-writing prophets is that of the young 
prophet and the old prophet and their ac

tion on the day that Jeroboam I set up the golden calf 
at Bethel as he also had done in Dan. He inaugurated 
the festival there (1 Kings 13). H e appointed priests 
to serve that were not of the tribe of Levi. To this big 
celebration on the 15'h day of the 8•h month came an 
unnamed "man of God" from Judah. Throug,hout 
the story he is always called "a man of God" (cf. 1 
Kings 12:22; 13:1; Deut. 33:1; Josh . . 14:6; Judges 
13 :6, 8; 1 Sam. 2:27; 9:6-10) and is not call ed a 
prophet except by the old prophet (1 Kings 13 : 18) 
and once by the writer of the narrative (1 Kings 
13:23). "Man of God" means "a godly man." 

King Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn 
incense when confronted by this anonymous 
prophet: The prophet announced that in coming 
days a descendant of David named Josiah would sac
rifice the priests of the high places on the altar 
Jeroboam was setting up. Josiah reigned about 200 
years later (2 Kings 22:15-20). 

Very few of the prophets are said to be miracle 
workers, but this one had a sign to confirm his word 
(cf. Deut. 13 :1; 18:21-22). The altar on which 
Jeroboam was sacrificing would be torn down and 
the ashes poured out. The law of Moses specified 

that the ashes of a sacrifice should be gathered from 
the altar and taken to a clean place (Lev. 6:10-11). 

When King Jeroboam, who was standing by to 
burn incense, heard the word of this "man of God," 
he stretched out his hand in an order to hi s atten
dants to arrest the man; but his hand dried up and he 
could nor take it back. In addition, the altar was torn 
down and the ashes poured out as the prophet had 
announced would happen. 

The king's attitude immediately changed. He re
quested that the man of God ask the favor of the 
Lord in his behalf that his hand might be restored. 
The man entreated ilie Lord and the hand was re
stored. Most prophets of the Bible are not depicted 
as being wonder workers. 

It is not surprising that the king wanted to show 
his benefactor hospitality: "Come home with me, 
and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward." 
The prophet's accepting his invitation, however, 
would have blunted the threat the prophet had 
made. It could have been interpreted that he was giv
ing approval to Jeroboam's actions. Much earlier, af
ter Saul had sinned, he tried to get Samuel to come 
with him to preserve his public image (1 Sam. 
15 :25). Samuel refused (1 Sam. 15 :26). Here also 
the man of God was blunt with Jeroboam. If the king 
gave him half his house he would not accept the invi-

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

The Book 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The existence of the Bible is a confirming 
sign- a wonder- that proves it to 
be divine. It is the oldest book known 

to man - in its completed form it is nearly 
2,000 years old, and parts of it are more than 
double that age (the book of Job is probably 
4,000 years old). There is no other book in the 
entire world that gets close to such antiquity. 

The Bible has endured in spite of repeated 
attempts to destroy it. Sidney Collett (All About 
the Bible) observed: "Stamp it under foot, curse and abuse it, de
nounce and defame it, burn it in piles and stacks, still the Bible 
lives on." It is the world's best seller~ read and loved by more 
people than any other book. 

It is simple and speaks succinctly to every spiritual need of 
man, but is also profound, and its amazing depths have never been 
plumed or fully comprehended. It teaches both the child and the 
most advanced scholar. 

The popularity of the Bible may wane as "evil men and impost
ers wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived." The book 
of Revelation says that the time will come when God-breathed 
scripture will be ignored allowing Satan to "be released out of his 
prison" (Rev 20:7, stalk the world, stifle righteousness by his sinis
ter ways, and provoking the sounding of the last trumpet). 

Still, as long as the world stands, the Bible will be a chain that 
restrains the "roaring lion" and causes the devout to "rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God." 

The Bible is an amazing book. There is none other like it. It 
was written by about 40 men over a period of 1,500 years {the 
Bible began to be written by Moses about 1,500 years before the 
birth of Jesus - the book of Job was likely extant when Moses 
began to write the first five book of the Bible- and it [the Bible] 
was completed in the first century A.D.). 

Most of the writers did not know the other authors. They lived, 
for the most part, at different t imes and in different circumstances. 
When the books of the Bible are ardently scrutinized there are no 
contradictions between the various writings- all blending into a 
beautiful mosaic. Each writer was independent of all other writers, 
but the finished work is an impressive harmony. How so many dif
ferent men could, over so long a time, contribute his piece and when 
all the work was done to have undisturbed agreement is more than 
astounding and proves that behind it all was supreme wisdom. 



There are difficulties, of course, but the overwhelming evi
dence favors the Bible - the piddling problems may be resolved 
by further study, or may not be fully understood until our eyes are 
made wise by death. 

Many of those who deal in the glitches of higher criticism of
ten turn their backs on the great and high mountain of positive 
evidence to dirty themselves by playing in occasional mud
puddles. To close one's eyes to the powerful and convincing posi
tive proofs of the divine inspiration of Holy Scripture and cause 
confusion and doubt by magnifying incidental questions is an ob
vious and monumental mistake. The alleged errors of Bible writers 
often disappear upon careful analysis of the text and by the appli
cation of fair-minded assumptions leading to necessary conclu
sions (copyists' errors, interpolations, and the like). 

Jesus said, "The one who rejects me and does not receive my 
words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on 
the last day. For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the 
Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment- what 
to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is 
eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me" 
Uohn 12:48-50, English Standard Version). 

The first five books of the Old Testament were confirmed by 
fire, smoke, thunder, lightening, trumpets, earthquake, and the 
awful sound of the voice of the living God (Exod. 19:18-19). Ad
ditional revelation was also confirmed by signs and wonders, 
including the miracle of fulfilled prophecy1• 

'~nd he said unto them, These are my words which I spake 
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must needs be 
fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets, 
and the psalms, concerning me" (Luke 24:44). 

Jehovah caused the New Testament to be revealed to human 
agents, and is therefore called "scripture inspired of God" (2 Tim. 
3:16), or as some scholars say, "God-breathed scripture." 

The people who originally received the books of the New Tes
tament were also eyewitnesses of the confirming supernatural acts 
(He b. 2:1-4 ). The entire New Testament was completed in the life
time of some people who saw and heard Jesus ... people who 
could testify to his miracles and resurrection. Some of them also 
witnessed his ascension. These are the people who alone had the 
right and the power to determine what books were to be included 
in the list of books that belong in the New Covenant. Those who 
came later could do nothing more than reiterate what the original 
receivers and witnesses testified, and are without power to change 
what first-century saints confirmed. Any attempt to second-guess 
these God-appointed witnesses is foolish on its face. 

The books of the New Testament were treated like no other 
books of that period. As soon as one of the books of the New Tes
tament was written, it began to be copied (which was a laborious 
process), the copies were then copied, and copies were made of 
those copies. Quotations from the books written by inspired men 
abound in the writings of the first three centuries anno dommni. 
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In addition the writings of New Testament authors 
were translated into other languages. No other writ
ing of that period stirred such emotion and devotion. 
Multiplied thousands were willing to die for these 
original manuscripts. No other authors were given 
such intense interest ·- not Plato nor Philo nor 
Josephus nor Plutarch nor Cicero nor any other 
writer of that .Period received the attention given to 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Paul, James, and 

. Jude. 
The books of the New Testament were written 

by unlearned fishermen, a tax collector, and one 
scholar. How came they to write such excellent lit
erature? They did not plagiarize their profound testi
mony. The Bible is too well known and studied for 
that to happen. If the New Testament was copied 
from sources, the originals would have long sense 
come to light. It is inconceivable that men like Peter 
and John could have written such undying literature 
unless they were directed by a Higher Power. The 
very existence of the Bible is the best proof of its di
vine origin. 

The very words of revelation had to have been 
selected by Supreme Intelligence. 

4 

The apostles were told: 

And when they bring you before the syna
gogues, and the rulers, and the authorities, be 
not anxious how or what ye shall answer, or 
what ye shall say: for the Holy Spirit shall 
teach you in that very hour what ye ought to 
say (Luke 12:11-12). 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 
come, he shall guide you into all the truth: for 
he shall not speak from himself; but what 
things soever he shall hear, these shall he 
speak: and he shall declare unto you the 
things that are to come. He shall glorify me: 
for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it 
unto you. All things whatsoever the Father 
hath are mine: therefore said I, that he taketh 
of mine, and shall declare it unto you Qohn 
16:13-15). 

He that loveth me not keepeth not my 
words: and the word which ye hear is not 
mine, but the Father's who sent me. These 
things have I spoken unto you, while (yet) 
abiding with you. But the Comforter, even the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 
to your remembrance all that I said unto you 
Uohn 14:24-26). 

For the words which thou gavest me I have 
given unto them; and they received (them), 
and knew of a truth that I came forth from 
thee, and they believed that thou didst send 
me Qohn 17:8). 
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The apostles, on the day of Pentecost, we are 
told, "spake as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 
2:4 ). The words were not their words, but the very 
words of very God. Since God gave the words, the 
original revelation had to be perfect- inerrant
because God in his very nature cannot do something 
that is imperfect. 

"For the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even 
to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
ma"ow, and quick to discern the thoughts and in
tents of the heart. And there is· no creature that is not 
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and laid 
open before the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do" (Heb. 4:12-13). 

nHeaven and earth shall pass away: but my 
words shall not pass away." 

(Footnotes) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

1 This argument [the argument of fulfilled prophecy] is put in prac
tical and striking point of view by Dr. Gregory, of the Military Academy 
at Warwick, well known for many respectable and useful works, espe
cially on mathematics and scientific mechanics. 

"Suppose," 'iays he, "that instead of the spirit of prophecy breath
ing more or less in every book of scripture, predicting events relative to 
a great variety of general topics, and delivering beside almost innumer
able characteristics of the Messiah, all meeting in the person of Jesus, 
there had been only ten men in ancient times who pretended to be 
prophets, each of whom exhibited only five independent criteria as to 
place, government, concomitant events, doctrine taught, effects of doc
trine, character, sufferings, or death-the meeting of all which in one 
person should prove the reality of their calling as prophets, and of his 
mission in the character they have assigned him. Suppose, moreover, 
that all events were left to chance merely, and we were to compute, 
from the principles employed by mathematicians in the investigations of 
such subjects, the probability of these fifty independent circumstances 
happening at all. Assume that there is, according to the technical 
phrase, an equal chance for the happening or the failure of any one of 
these specified particulars; then the probability against the occurrence 
of all the particulars in any way is that of the fiftieth power of two to 
unity; that is, the probability is greater than eleven hundred and twenty
five millions of millions to one that all of these circumstances do not 
turn up even at distinct periods. This computation, however, is inde
pendent of the consideration of time. Let it be recollected farther, that 
if any one of the specified circumstances happen, it may be the day after 
the delivery of the prophecy, or at any period from that time to the end 
of the world; this will so indefinitely augment the probability against 
the cotemporaneous occurrence of merely these fifty circumstances, 
that it surpasses the power of numbers to express correctly the immense 
improbability of its taking place. 

"It is hardly necessary to draw the inference, which Dr. Gregory 
goes on to establish, that all probability, and even possibility of acciden
tal fulfillment, as well as of fraud, must be excluded" fl'he Evidences of 
Christianity, a debate between Robert Owen, of New Lanark, Scotland, 
and Alexander Campbell, President of Bethany College, VA, p. 365). 



Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets 
(continued from page 1) 

tation. The Lord had told him not to eat or drink in 
the place and not to return home by the same route 
by which he had come (1 Kings 13 :9). He was 
strictly obedient to his commission. 

In a permissive age such as ours, we certainly 
must admire the prophet's unbending loyalty. Today 
he would be called a "legalist!" He was not one satis
fied with just getting somewhere in the ballpark of 
obedience. He was one who did exactly what the 
Lord had told him to do. Noah built the ark just as 
the Lord told him to do. Moses had the tabernacle 
built just like the pattern the Lord gave him on the 
mountain. The Old Testament repeatedly puts em
phasis on strict obedience. One has to admire this 
man of God. Moses (at the rock in the desert), Saul, 
and Uzzah are all Old Testament examples of people 
who were lax in obedience. 

But there was an old prophet in Bethel who is 
never called "a man of God" and whose name is 
never given. The sons of this old prophet came home 
from the festival to tell him what had happened (1 
Kings 13:11). This old prophet appears only in this 
episode. The father asked his sons which way the 
man of God ha~ gone. They showed him the way. 
He then requested that they saddle the donkey for 

~·him to ride on, and he went after the man ol God. 
He found him sitting under an oak and asked if he 
were the man of God who came from Judah. Receiv
ing an affirmative answer, he then invited the man to 
come home with him and eat. The man of God told 
him that he could not return with him or eat bread 
or drink water. He is specific that he had a prohibi
tion from God neither to eat bread, drink water, nor 
to r~turn home by the way in which he had come. He 
was adamant on the matter. He obviously had every 
intention of obeying God. 

The old prophet next told him that he also was a 
prophet and that an angel had spoken to him by the 
word of God telling him to bring the young prophet 
back with him to his house to eat bread and drink 
water. However, the writer remarks that he lied to 
tfie young prophet. The old prophet's motivation is 
not explained. We cannot know what his motives 

. were. 
The young prophet was persuaded and went 

with the old prophet undermining respect for the di
vine authority of all he had said when at Bethel. The 

. false prophet speaks out of his own imagination (cf. 
jer. 23:16; Ezek. 13:2, 7). True prophecy is from 
God (Exod. 4:16; Deut. 18:18; Jer. 1:9; 2 Pet. 1:21). 

While they were at the table, the word of the 
Lord came to the prophet who had brought the 
young prophet back with the tragic message to the 
young prophet, "Thus says the Lord, Because you 
have disobeyed the word of the Lord, and have not 
kept the commandment which the Lord your God 
commanded you, but have come back, and have 
eaten bread and drunk water in the place of which he 
said to you, 'Eat no bread, and drink no water'; your 
body shall not come to the tomb of our fathers'" (1 
Kings. 13:21-22). God used Balaam despite Balaam's 
motives (Num. 22-23); so also he used the old 
prophet, who first had lied, now to deliver a true 
message. 

Mter finishing the meal, the old prophet saddled 
the donkey forth~ young prophet (1 Kings 13:23). 
As the young prophet went his way, a lion met him 
and killed him. His body was thrown in the road, 
and the donkey stood beside it, and the lion stood 
beside the body, eating neither. Lions ordinarily kill 
only for food, not just for violence. Men passing by 
saw this strange sight and came into the city telling 
what they had seen. It was another sign authenticat
ing the message the young prophet had delivered at 
Bethel. 

When the old prophet heard the story, he knew 
the victim was the disobedient prophet. He recog
nized that the disaster had been because of that dis
obedience. He asked his sons to saddle his donkey 
for him. He came and found the body thrown in the 
road with the donkey and the lion standing by it. 
The lion had not eaten the body or torn the donkey. 
The old prophet took up the body of the man of 
God, put it on his donkey, and brought it back into 
the city, to mourn what had happened and to bury 
the body in his own tomb. He mourned him, ''Alas, 
my brother!" He instructed his sons to bury him, 
when he died, in the tomb where the young prophet 
was buried, laying his bones beside the bones of the 
young prophet. He assured them that the saying of 
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the young prophet against the altar at Bethel, and 
against all the houses of the high places which are in 
the cities of Samaria, would surely come to pass (1 
Kings 13 :32). 

The episode did not change Jeroboam's religious 
policies (1 Kings 13:33-34). 

The last chapter in this narrative comes about 
two hundred years later when Josiah carried through 
his great reform of 621 B.C. When tearing down the 
high places, he came to Bethel and saw a monument. 
He asked his attendants what it was and was told 
that it was the tomb of the man of God who came 
out of Judah and who had predicted exactly what 
Josiah was doing. 

Josiah was having the bones brought out of the 
tombs and burned on the altar to defile it. He or
dered that the bones of the man of God not be dis
turbed, nor were those of the old prophet which also 
occupied the same tomb as he had instructed his sons 
(2 Kings 23:16-18). 

One's emotional reaction to this story causes him 
to center on what the fate of the old prophet who 
had deceived the young prophet should be. He 
would have to live with shame for the thing he had 
caused for the rest of life. Remorse is a very cruel 
punishment. The false prophet, speaking what the 
Lord had not commanded him to speak, deserved 
death (Deut. 18:20). The Bible has ample warning 
about the final fate of liars (Rev. 21:8). 

6 
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But that is not the point of attention of the au
thor of this story. The young prophet believed a lie 
(cf. 2 Thess. 2: 11) and lost his life. He trusted the 
claims of another when the instructions from the 
Lord to him had been specific and plain. The empha
sis is on strict obedience. His concept of God was de
fective. God does not contradict himself. 

This story should warn us against letting our hu
man reason and our emotions get in the way of obey
ing the Lord. God's ways are not our ways. It should 
caution us against accepting claims of revelation that 
conflict with that given by Jesus and his apostles (cf. 
Gal. 1:8). The devil is a master of deceit. There are 
plenty of people around to assure you that you need 
not heed God's word. They can assure you that cir
cumstances mitigate its commands. They can per
suade you of reasons for doing what they want you 
to do. · 

Jehu the Prophet 

During the turbulent years following the death of 
Jeroboam, scripture names only one prophet as ac
tive in Israel, and that was Jehu the son of Hanani (1 
Kings 16:1). Jeroboam was followed on the throne 
by his son Nadab who continued the sins of his fa
ther (1 Kings 15:25-26). Mter a brief reign of two 
years Nadab was ·murdered by Baasha (1 Kings 
15:27-28). That brought to an end the house of 
Jeroboam as the prophet Ahijah had predicted. 
Jeroboam and Rehoboam had been at war through 
their reigns, and war continued between Baasha of 
Israel and Asa who now reigned in Judah following 
Abijah (1 Kings 15:16, 32). 

During Baasha's reign the word of the Lord came 
to the prophet Jehu, the son of Hanani, reminding 
Baasha that the Lord had exalted him to his position. 
But Baasha had walked in the way of Jeroboam, 
making Israel to sin. In punishment, the Lord would 
wipe out the house of Baasha. The dogs would eat 
those who died in the city and the birds of the air 
those who died in the field. 

Baasha died and was followed by his son Elah (1 
Kings 16:6). Elah's reign was a brief two years. 
While Elah was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk, 
Zimri, commander of half of his chariots, assassi
nated him. With his death the second dynasty of the 
northern kingdom came to an end. Zimri killed all 
males of the house of Baasha and his friends. The 
threatening words of the prophet Jehu were accom
plished (1 Kings 16:12). 

Zimri's reign was limited to only seven days (1 



Kings 16: 15). The troops then made Omri, com
mander of the army, king. When he besieged Zimri 
in Tirzah, Zimri, seeing his hopeless situation, com
mitted suicide by burning down the king's house 
with himself in it (1 Kings 16:18). 

The Chronicles report a rebuke of Jehoshaphat 
by Jehu the son of Hanani the seer (2 Chron. 19:1-2) 
for his joining in an alliance with Ahab. This episode 
is of special interest as possibly depicting both father 
and son as being seers (2 Chron. 19:1-2). The priests 
inherited their function; prophets did not. 

Like some of the other seers of this period, Jehu 
son of Hanani is said to be a chronicler. "The rest of 
the acts of Jehoshaphat from first to last are written 
in the chronicles of Jehu the son of Hanani, which 
are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel" (2 
Chron. 20:34 ). This material has been hopelessly 
lost. 

Azariah the Son of Oded 
In these troubled years, in the southern kingdom, the 
Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded who 
then met Asa as he returned from battle with the 
Ethiopians (2 Chron. 15: 1). Judah had been ruled by 
the sequence of Rehoboam, Abijah, and Asa. Azariah 
assured Asa, "The Lord is with you, while you are 
with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, 
but if you forsake him, he will forsake you" (2 
Chron. 15 :2). Azariah pointed to this principle in 
operation in Israel's past resulting in trouble and di
saster. He promised, "But you, take courage! Do not 
let your hands be weak, for your work shall be re
warded" (2 Chron. 15 :7). 

Asa was encouraged by these words and carried 
through a reform putting away the idols from Judah 
and Benjamin as well as from the cities he had taken 
from Ephraim. He repaired the altar of the Lord. 
Refugees that previously had deserted him gathered 
at Jerusalem for a great sacrifice. They made a cov
enant to seek the Lord with all their heart and soul (2 
Chron. 15:12). An oath was taken to put to death all 
that did not seek the Lord. The Lord gave them rest 
round about. Asa even removed his mother Maacah 
from being queen mother because she had made an 
image for Asherah (1 Kings 15:13; 2 Chron. 15:16). 

Hanani the Seer 
In Asa's late years he was confronted by Baasha, king 
of Israel, who was fortifying Ramah which is only 
about four miles north of Jerusalem. Asa took the sil
ver and gold from the house of the Lord and the 
treasures of the King's house and sent them to 

Benhadad of Damascus to persuade him to break his 
league with Baasha and to make one with Asa and 
Judah. Benhadad was persuaded and attacked the 
cities of Israel. Baasha, faced by this enemy, had to 
leave off fortifying Ramah. Judah destroyed the 
building that had been constructed (1 Kings 15:18-
22). 

At that time, Hanani the seer came to Asa to re
buke him for relying on Benhadad instead of on the 
Lord. Asa earlier had overcome the large army of the 
Ethiopians and Libyans when he had relied on the 
Lord. Hanani insisted that Asa had acted foolishly. 
From that time on he would have wars (2 Chron. 
16:7-9). 

Asa reacted in rage and put Hanani in the stocks 
in prison. He also inflicted cruelties on some of the 
people (2 Chron. 16:10). Israel's later tradition of 
persecuted prophets had an example in Asa's treat
ment of Hanani. Shortly later, the north would see 
such a clash between Jezebel and Elijah. 
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Satan's ladies 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

Satan is our adversary, our opponent. Peter said, 
"Be sober, be watchful, your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 5 :8). He is out to get 
us. We are in a spiritual fight for our eternal soul that 
we must not lose. Our attitude should be - "Failure 
is not an option!" 

Paul said, "For our wrestling is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the principalities, against the 
powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heav
enly places" (Eph. 6:12). 

Paul also said, "That no advantage may be gained 
over us by Satan: for we are not ignorant of his de
vices" (2 Cor. 2: 11). If we are not ignorant of his de
vices, Satan will not gain an advantage over us. 2 
Corinthians 11 :3 states, "But I fear, lest by any 
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness." 
Satan is smart, clever, shrewd, and crafty. We must be 
prepared for his onslaughts. 

This article looks at the different ways Satan at
tacks us and his tactics. 

Satan Works Through Intermediate Means 

In the Garden of Eden, Satan worked through the 
serpent. In the case of Job, he used Mrs. Job, 
Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, Elihu, his brothers and sis
ters, all his friends, and the townspeople. In 1 Kings 
13, Satan, who is the father of lies Uohn 8:44), used 
the old prophet lying to the "man of God." 2 
Corinthians 11:13-15 teaches he will use people 
who appear as "ministers of righteousness." How
ever, in reality Satan is using them to do his evil bid
ding. 

Just because someone is kind, considerate, 
prayful, helpful, caring, loving, and carries a Bible 
under his arm does not mean he is approved by God. 
That does not mean we should hearken to his teach
ing. Some people have such a "Christian talk" that 
many do not question "what" they are saying. Big 
mistake! Jesus said, "Take heed what ye hear" (Mark 
4:24). Jesus warns us in Matthew 7:21-23 that many 
people will be surprised on the Day of Judgment 
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only to learn that their work for the Lord was in 
vain. Paul warns us about false teachers who "by 
their smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts 
of the innocent" (Rom. 6:18). We must always, al
ways, always judge a person's teaching by their "con
tent" - not their "charisma" or their "delivery." 

We must remember that even Satan could quote 
scripture (Matt. 4:6). The Pharisees could quote 
scripture Uohn 8:5). Even Hitler could quote scrip
ture. But, were they right? Absolutely not! Peter 
warns us that some will "wrest" or "twist" or "per
vert" scripture "unto their own destruction" (2 Pet. 
3:15-17). Satan will use false teachers to do his 
deadly work. Jesus warned us, "Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly are ravening wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). The 
apostle John warns us, "Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; 
because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world" (1John 4: 1). Satan will use "the lust of the 
flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vainglory of 
life" (1John 2:15-17). He will also use "the plea
sures of sin" (Heb. 11 :25). He will also use "tempta
tion" and the "cares and riches and pleasures of this 
life" (Luke 8:4-15) and "tribulation" and "persecu
tion" and "the lusts of other things" (Mark 4:10-20). 

If we know Satan's tactics, we will be ready for 
his attacks. 

Satan Casts Doubt on the Word of God 

In the Garden of Eden, Satan asked Eve, "Yea, hath 
God said" (Gen. 3:1 - ASV). The NKJV says, "Has 
God really said?" The NASV has, "Indeed, has God 
said?" The NIV states, "Did God really say?" Satan is 
casting doubt on the reality and truthfulness of 
God's word. He is trying to get Eve to doubt the 
word of God. If Satan is successful in making people 
believe that God's word is not true, he has defeated 
them. 

The modern theory of evolution has made a dra
matic influence in the world. Many, many people 
have bought into this false, damnable doctrine. The 
result of evolution is a denial of God's existence, a 



denial that the Bible has a supernatural origin, and 
that Jesus is not the divine Son of God, a denial of an 
eternal heaven and eternal hell. This is why we need 
to study "Christian Evidences." 

The contemporary New Age Movement denies 
the truth of God's word. It says that all the truth man 
needs is deep inside himself. Swami Muktanada ad
vises, "Kneel to your own self. Honor and worship 
your own being. God dwells within you as You." 
Stuart Wilde, a New Ager, says that guidance for our 
lives "will not be a voice from above." He also says 
we are not to lean upon others metaphorically. This 
is an absolute rejection of biblical authority. This phi
losophy is in direct opposition to the clear teaching 
of scripture (Prov. 3:5-7; Jer. 10:23; Isa. 5:20-21; 
Rom. 12:16; Matt. 4:4). In the New Age Movement 
"sin" is wrong thinking, it is not coming to grips with 
who you are - i.e. you are a god and your sin is not 
understanding that. 

There are many valid reasons for trusting in the 
inspiration (i.e. God-breathed) of scriptures. Jesus 
said, "Sanctify them in the truth, thy word is truth" 
Uohn 17: 17). The psalmist said, 'WI thy command
ments are truth" (Psa. 119:151). "Truth" is defined 
as "that which accords with fact or reality." 

We must believe in the word of God. We must 
never doubt its authority and power. Our eternal 
soul is dependent upon believing and obeying it. (Cf. 
Matt. 4:4; John 12:48; Heb. 4:12; Rom. 1:16; 1 
Cor. 4:6; 2 Thess. 2:15; Acts 20:32; Rev. 20:12). 

Satan Impugns the Charader and Motives of God 

In Genesis 3:5 Satan tells Eve, "For God doth know 
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as God, knowing good and 
evil." The serpent (i.e. Satan) in essence was saying 
to Eve, "God is afraid for you to eat the forbidden 
fruit because he does not want a rival. He does not 
want man to become like God knowing good and 
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evil." Satan was contending that God was holding 
her back. She cannot be all she can be because she 
was forbidden to eat of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. Satan was impugning the character 
and motives of God in Genesis 3 :5. 

The one-talent man of Matthew 25 did not have 
the right understanding of the true nature of God. 
He said, "Lord, I knew thee, that thou art a hard 
man, reaping where thou didst not sow, and gather
ing where thou did not scatter" (Matt. 25:24). All 
three of these charges against Jehovah God were to
tally false. The one talent man was also - like Satan 
- impugning the infinite, righteous character of 
God. God is not a hard man. He is kind, loving, mer
ciful, long-suffering, understanding, and righteous in 
all his ways (cf. Exod. 34:6-7). 

Consider these scriptures: 
• Deuteronomy 32:4, 'WI his ways are just." 
• Psalms 14 5: 17, "Jehovah is righteous in all his 

ways." 
• Hosea 14:9, "For the ways of Jehovah are 

right." 
• Nehemiah 9:33, "Thou art just in all that is 

come upon us." 
• Jeremiah 12:1, "Righteous art thou, 0 Jeho

vah." 
When Jehovah was talking to Job, he asked him, 

"Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be justi
fied?" Uob 40:8). In other words, "Job are you deny
ing my righteousness?" The lesson is that God is not 
unrighteous- even in allowing Job to suffer as an 
innocent person so tremendously. Job learned that 
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when God rebuked him. Everything the Lord does is 
right, even if we do not understand, even if we do 
not like it, even if we do not agree. God is right in 
everything he does. Period. End of discussion. No 
debate. 

Lewis Smedes· said, "Sometimes we have to be 
big enough to forgive God." This is absolute heresy. 
God has never and will never do anything wrong. We 
will never have to forgive God for anything. 

If we are moved from the position concerning 
God's infinite righteousness, Satan has us. We must 
hold tenaciously to the infinite holiness and righ
teousness of Jehovah. 

Satan uomits" What God Has Said 
Genesis 2: 16 states, "And Jehovah God commandeth 
the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat." Notice carefully God said, "freely 
eat." The point is that the Lord is a good God. He is 
generous and liberal in his giving. He is not stingy. 
He is kind and compassionate. 

When Satan was tempting Eve, he omitted the 
emphatic word "freely." Satan said "eat" - whereas 
God said "freely eat." Again, Satan was casting doubt 
on the character and goodness of God. The giving of 
all the trees to eat except one was a demonstration of 
God's liberality, love, generosity, and goodness. God 
is not a stingy God. God gives "good things" to his 
children (Matt. 7:7-11). He is our loving, caring 
"Heavenly Father." 

People today are trying to refrigerate hell, dehy
drate the Bible, and take the blood sacrifice of Christ 
out of the Bible. They may try to "omit" these truths, 
but truth does not change. Truth still stands. Truth is 
absolute. Many want to "omit" what the Bible says 
about the sin of homosexuality, adultery, fornication 
and the terrible consequences that accompany these 
sins. But, God's word still stands and will never pass 
away (Matt. 24:35; 1 Pet. 1 :22-25). God's word can
not be omitted even if Satan uses this ploy to seduce 
mankind. 

Satan uAdds" to the Word of God 
God had told Adam, "But of the tree of the knowl
edge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" 
(Gen. 2: 17). Satan came along and said, "Ye shall not 
surely die" (Gen. 3:4 ). Satan added one word -
"not." This statement in Genesis 3:4 is an open con
tradiction of what God said. The question is whom 
are we going to believe? God or Satan? Satan is the 
father of lies a ohn 8 :44) because he was the first one 
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to lie. In Revelation 12:9 he is called "the deceiver of 
the whole world." We must not "add" to the word of 
God. If we do, we will experience death - unless we 
repent before it is everlastingly too late. 

When anyone "adds" to the word of God, they 
sin. God is explicit in his word - do not add to it. 
Period. Consider: Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Prov
erbs 30:5-6; Matthew 4:4; Galatians 1:8-9; 3:15; 1 
Corinthians 4:6; and Revelation 22:18-19. 

In Mark 16:16 Jesus said, "He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved." Satan's cohorts are teach
ing and preaching, "He that believeth and is not bap
tized shall be saved." His false teachers are "adding" 
the word "not" to what Jesus said and thus are com
mitting sin. Anyone who says baptism is not essential 
to be saved is a worker of Satan - not the Lord. The 
Bible teaches that "all" Christians have been baptized 
(cf. Rom. 6:3-4; 1 Cor. 12:13). F.F. Bruce said, "The 
idea of an unbaptized Christian is simply not enter
tained in the New Testament." 

Conclusion 
Any good football team will "scout" their opponent. 
They will do everything possible to find the weak
nesses of their opponent and exploit them to the full
est extent. When I was a middle school football 
coach, I scouted for the high school team that my 
players attended. We scouted a team several times 
looking intensely for weaknesses. We asked our
selves, "What is the best way to beat this team?" Af
ter much in-depth study, we gave our report to the 
high school coaches. They followed our "game plan" 
like clockwork and were victorious. 

Our spiritual opponent is Satan. We can be as
sured that he is looking for our weaknesses of which 
to take advantage. He wants to take us to hell with 
him. We are in a fight for our eternal soul. We must not 
lose this fight. We will not get a re-match. We will not 
get a second chance (2 Cor. 5:10; Heb. 9:27). 

Paul said, "I have fought the good fight" (2 Tim. 
4: 7). If we know his devices, we will not allow him 
to gain an advantage over us (1 Cor. 2: 11). Satan has 
his tactics. We must be ready for his attacks that are 
sure to come (2 Tim. 3:12). 5324 Fairway Dr. 
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Fellowship 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Who may we, as members of the Lord's 
church, fellowship with God's approval? 
God's word is clear as to where the line 

of demarcation is to be drawn pertaining to fellow
ship with others, both in relation to the church and 
the world. Problems often arise over who and who 
not to fellowship. But this is not because God's word 
is ambiguous on the subject. Rather it is because man 
will not respect the God-given limitations within his 
inspired word. 

The confines of fellowship should not be any 
narrower than what God has determined within the 
scriptures. Nor should it be any broader than what 
God has defined. Man has often been guilty of re
stricting fellowship to such an extent that faithful 
brethren are excluded from interaction with one an
other. Others have taken the liberty to expand the 
boundaries of fellowship to such an extent that al
most anyone with any religious proclivities whatso
ever is embraced without hesitation. These are both 
extreme and unauthorized practices pertaining to the 
Bible doctrine of Christian fellowship. 

Fellowship is a prominent theme upon the pages 
of the New Testament. It is a doctrine that we as 
Christians would do well to be more familiar with. A 
better knowledge of such a topic will heighten our 
appreciation for the precious fellowship with God 
that every faithful Christian enjoys. A proper under
standing will further help us better esteem the warm 
partnership that exists among the faithful. All of this 
will then in turn make the withdrawal of fellowship 
that much more effective in restoring the erring. No 
one benefits from ignorance in regard to this subject 
or any other found within God's sacred word. 

Fellowship Defined 
The basic idea inherent within the term fellowship is 
participation, association, communion, or sharing 
between things or persons. The noun koinonia, 
found 19 times within the Greek New Testament, is 
the term most frequently translated "fellowship." It 
has to do with associations between people wherein 
they enjoy close mutual relations, involvement, and 
participation with one another. 

This is the term used to describe our relationship 
with God and the common bond between brethren 
(1 John 1:3-7; 1 Cor. 1:9). The term may describe a 
sharing of one's possessions, with the implication of 
some kind participation in a mutual interest such as 
the support of preachers or benevolent efforts to
ward the destitute (Phil. 4:15; 2 Cor. 8:4). The word 
can even refer to the gift, contribution, or that which 
is readily shared with others (Rom. 15 :26). 

The verb form koinoneo, found eight times in the 
Greek New Testament, carries the concept of joining 
with others in some activity such as our becoming 
"partakers of Christ's sufferings" (1 Pet. 4:13 ). It is 
used in a negative connotation wherein one is pro
hibited from becoming a "partaker of other men's 
sins" (1 Tim. 5 :22). At least once it is used as an 
idiom in the phrase, literally, "to share blood and 
flesh," i.e., to have the characteristics and nature of a 
human being. Christ 'shared' in our humanity when 
he became incarnate in a physical body (Heb. 2:14). 

The nouns koinonos and synkoinonos (along 
with its verb forms) refer to the one who participates 
with another in some enterprise or matter of joint 
concern such as a partner or associate. Hence, James 
and John were fishing "partners" with Simon as 
Philemon was a "partner" with Paul (Luke 5:10; 
Phil. 17). It is possible that synkoinonos is more em
phatic than koinonos in focusing upon the joint na
ture of participation. Thus is given the forceful direc
tive for the faithfUl to "have no fellowship" with the 
unfruitful sins of darkness characteristic of spiritual 
Babylon (Eph. 5:11; Rev. 18:4).1 

Fellowship With God 
Within the context of New Testament Christianity 
fellowship exists on two levels. First, there is the ver
tical level. This is the fellowship that the faithful 
Christian has with the Godhead- the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught in the Great 
Commission that when one initially obeys the gospel 
they are baptized "into the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19). 

Here one is said to be baptized "into the name" 
of the sacred Trinity. This expression conveys that 
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"the one who is baptized becomes the possession of 
and comes under the protection of the one whose 
name he bears. "2 The preposition "into" (eis) 
"strongly suggests a coming-into-relationship-with 
or a coming-under-the-Lordship-of. "3 This is where 
and when fellowship begins with God and his chil
dren. Hence, it is at the point of baptism, that one 
enters a special relationship with the divine 
Godhead. One does not enjoy this relationship be
fore baptism as many denominationalists allege. 

The Bible stresses the wonderful fellowship that 
Christians have with each member of the Godhead. 
First, there is fellowship with the Father as one lives 
in harmony with his divine will. The apostle John 
states that "our fellowship is with the Father" (1 
John 1:3). This fellowship with the Father is main
tained by walking in the realm of truth. A failure to 
be obedient to the Divine will results in a severance 
of fellowship with the Father. "If we say that we have 
fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, 
and do not the truth" (1 John 1:6).4 

Second, the faithful child of God continues to 
enjoy fellowship with the Son as well. John says, 
"our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ" (1 John 1:3). This relationship begins 
when one is "called into the fellowship of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cor. 1 :9). When one "par
takes" of the Lord's Supper in worship to God it is a 
"communion" ("participation," NN) with the body 
and blood of the Lord (1 Cor. 10:16, 21). 

Third, the· Christian has fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul refers to "the fellow
ship of the Holy Spirit" which we enjoy (2 Cor. 
13:14; McCord). Again, the same apostle refers to 
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our "fellowship of the Spirit" (Phil. 2: 1). We "walk 
by the Spirit." We are "led by the Spirit." We are to 
"live by the Spirit" (Gal. 5:16, 18,25). In becoming a 
child of God one is "born of the Spirit" Uohn "3:6). 

The true children of God are those who allow 
themselves to be "led by the Spirit of God" in their 
daily walk with God (Rom. 8:14 ). In conviction, 
conversion, sanctification, and strengthening the 
Holy Spirit exerts an influence on our minds and we 
cheerfully yield to that in obedience to the divine 
will. This, the Holy Spirit accomplishes through the 
instrumentality of God's word which is the "sword 
of the Spirit," and not by any direct influence ex
erted upon the mind of man (Eph. 6:17; John 16:8; 
1 Pet. 1:22-23; Acts 20:32). 

Fellowship With Brethren 
The second level is the horizontal level. Whereas our 
fellowship vertically goes upward to God it also ex
tends outward in horizontal fashion to fellow breth
ren. This is the fellowship that every faithful Chris
tian shares with every other faithful child of God. 
John states to the brethren that "ye also may have 
fellowship with us" (1 John 1:3). When the church 
was inaugurated the inspired writer immediately 
comments on the precious fellowship that existed 
among those within the body of Christ. ''And they 
continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching and fel
lowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers" 
(Acts 2:42). 

Such fellowship, however, may only be enjoyed 
with those who are sincerely seeking to abide within 
the confines of Divine truth. "But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). 

"Walking in the light" is the conscious and sus
tained endeavor to live a life in conformity with the 
revelation of God who is "light," especially as that 
revelation. has been made finally and completely in 
Jesus Christ, and this is the necessary condition of 
fellowship. 5 

Fellowship Limited Among Brethren 
God sets the perimeters of fellowship for his people. 
He determines the boundaries, not man. Man's duty 
is simply to respect those limits of fellowship. The 
Christian's fellowship with God is dependent on 
obeying and continuing in harmony with the truth. 
The same is true as it pertains to our fellowship with 
other brethren. As long as brethren remain in fellow
ship with God they remain in fellowship with one 



another. When one breaks fellowship with God they 
also sever fellowship with God's children. 

When brethren are in fellowship those brotherly 
relations are biblically described as joining one an
other with "the right hands of fellowship" (Gal. 2:9). 
But when a child of God becomes rebellious and dis
obedient fellowship with him or her must be termi
nated. The faithful Christian must sever participa
tion with the erring lest it be portrayed that he is in 
sympathy with the unfaithful lifestyle of the erring. 

God says to "withdraw yourselves from every 
brother that walketh disorderly" and to "have no 
company with him" (2 Thess. 3:6, 14). This disci
plinary procedure is to be implemented in order to 
keep the church pure and to "restore" the erring 
back to a right relationship with God and brethren 
(Gal. 6: 1). By a withdrawal of fellowship it is hoped 
that the erring brother will feel his isolation and re
turn to the warmth of his spiritual family. 

The New Testament is replete with passages in
structing the Christian in the matter of withdrawal of 
fellowship and the disciplinary procedure toward the 
erring. Of course, the church must make certain that 
when she withdraws from those needing to be disci
plined that it is done for the right purpose and with 
the right attitude. Inspiration instructs us that when 
one is withdrawn from we are to "count him not as 
an enemy, but admonish him as a brother" (2 Thess. 
3: 15). May the faithful never fall into the category of 
withdrawing from another out of vengeance or ven
detta. 

There may be any number of reasons why many 
brethren refuse to obey the "command" to withdraw 
from the disorderly (2 Thess. 3:6). A few of these 
reasons are: (1) Ignorance. Some simply are not in
formed as to what their responsibility is when it 
comes to the scriptural disciplinary procedure; (2) 
Fear. There are some who know what God expects of 
them but are afraid to implement any discipline for 
fear of what others will think; (3) Faithlessness. 
Some brethren lack faith in the Divine scheme of 
things that it will bring about results; (4) Lack of 
Obedience. Others are just obstinate and rebellious 
when it comes to doing what God has instructed; (5) 
Lack of Love and Concern for Lost Souls. Some are 
not concerned enough about the lost condition of an 
erring brother to do anything about it; (6) Family. 
Some will not discipline apostate members of the 
church because it involves their own kinfolk or fam
ily members; (7) Sin. Some will not practice disci
pline because they themselves are not as faithful as 

they should be and perhaps engage in sinful activities 
themselves; (8) Partiality. Some will practice disci
pline but only those they either do not like or those 
they deem insignificant to the church like the poor 
or uneducated. Brethren, these things ought not so 
to be! 

The two terms, "anti-ism" and "liberalism," rep
resent two extremes to the truth that have caused a 
severance of fellowship among brethren. Anti-ism 
seeks to bind matters on brethren that God has not 
bound. For example, anti-ism condemns some things 
as sinful that are authorized by the scriptures for the 
Christian to practice (1 Tim. 4:1-5). Those subscrib
ing to anti-ism treat matters of opinion and liberty as 
if they were matters of faith (Gal. 2:4-5). They el
evate themselves to being on par with God by mak
ing laws for God and binding them on brethren. 

Liberalism, on the other hand, is just the oppo
site extreme. Those subscribing to liberalism uphold 
some matters which are not authorized by the scrip
tures (2 John 9). They seek to loose what God has 
bound. They treat matters of faith as if they were 
matters of opinion. They take liberties with God's 
word by going "beyond the things which are writ
ten" (1 Cor. 4:6). Anti-ism withholds fellowship 
from those whom God considers faithful. Liberalism 
extends fellowship to those whom God considers un
faithful. 

One liberal within churches of Christ who has 
relinquished the biblical doctrine of baptism "for the 
remission of sins" is former Abilene Christian Uni-
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versity Professor Carroll D. Osburn. Our brother 
states: "There should be room in the Christian fel
lowship for those who differ on ... soteriological 
matters such as whether baptism is 'for' or 'because 
of' the remission of sins. "6 The allusion, of course, is 
to Acts 2:38 where the apostle Peter commanded his 
listeners to repent and be baptized "for [unto, ASV] 
the remission" of their sins. 

The point argued by Osburn is that it is inconse
quential as to whether or not one believes and teaches 
the essentiality of baptism in gospel obedience. One is 
at liberty to teach that an individual must be baptized 
in water in order to be saved as Jesus and his apostles 
taught (Mark 16: 16; Acts 2:38). Or, one is at liberty to 
repudiate what both the Master and his inspired 
spokesmen preached, and rather declare that people 
may be saved before and without water baptism. 
Osburn supposes that it simply does not matter one 
way or the other. Both positions may be embraced and 
fellowshipped all in the name of what Osburn calls 
"non-sectarian Christianity." 

What is obvious is that Osburn's crass modern
ism strikes at the very heart of the new birth, the 
very process by which an individual becomes a child 
of God. Jesus said one must be "born of water and 
the Spirit" in order to enter the kingdom and be 
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saved Qohn 3:3-5; Matt. 19:23-25). But, if Osburn is 
correct, there is no water in the new birth. This must 
follow if the scriptural design of baptism in Acts 2:38 
may be legitimately viewed as "because of" the re
mission of sins. 

Fellowship Limited Among the World 

In a broader sense of the term everyone recognizes 
there are different types and kinds of fellowship. On 
a day to day basis there is participation among Chris
tians and non-Christians alike in social clubs, recre
ations, occupations, and family ties. These associa
tions may not necessarily transgress God's prohibi
tion that the Christian is to "have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even re
prove them" (Eph. 5: 11). This passage does not 
mean that' the Christian can have no association at all 
with those in the world for then he would have to 
leave the world (1 Cor. 5:9-10). This would rob one 
of the opportunity to exert Christian influence 
within the society in which one lives by not being the 
"salt of the earth" and "the light of the world" 
(Matt. 5:13-16). 

What the heavenly Father forbids is his children 
participating in that sphere of wrong doing and 
wickedness so rampant within society. Rather than 
join in participation of such ungodliness the Chris
tian must be "reprove" all "unfruitful works of dark
ness." This is what Jesus did. Our Lord stated, "The 
world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I 
testify of it, that its works are evil" Qohn 7:7; cf. 1 
John 5: 19). One must never engage in worldly works 
characteristic of the unbelieving: "Be not unequally 
yoked with unbelievers; for what fellowship have 
righteousness and iniquity? Or what communion 
hath light with darkness?" (2 Cor. 6:14). 

What about Protestant denominationalism and 
Catholicism? There are two things necessary for 
people to do in order to be in Christian fellowship 
with one another. First, one must obey the gospel of 
Christ. This is done when a penitent believer con
fesses his faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and 
is immersed in water for the forgiveness of sins 
(Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:9-10). The second 
thing that must be done is for the one who has ini
tially obeyed the gospel to continue in the truths of 
New Testament teaching (Acts 2:42; 2 John 9). 

If one has never obeyed the gospel then, he has 
never entered into a Father/child/brother relation
ship with God and his children. He are not part of 
God's family and thus not in fellowship with God or 



his people. One who either fails or refuses to "do the 
will of the Father" is unacceptable to him (Matt. 
7:21). Further, if one becomes God's child in obedi
ence to the gospel and yet fails to live in obedience to 
the Divine will, he severs his relationship with God 
and his family. God's children must continue to "do 
his commandments" in order to remain in a faithful 
relationship with him and go to heaven when this life 
on earth is over (Rev. 22:14, KJV). 

This applies to Protestant denominationalism 
and Catholicism in both ways. Religious groups rep
resentative of Protestantism or Catholicism do not 
teach the truth in regard to what a person must do in 
initial obedience to the gospel. Consequently their 
religious error does not result in people becoming 
New Testament Christians. Further if one truly obeys 
the gospel but then later affiliates himself with either 
of these religious groups, he simultaneously em
braces the error that both espouse. Fellowship with 
God and his people then is not possible. One cannot 
embrace religious error and remain right with God. 

The religions of Judaism and Islam represent 
people who do not have any affiliation with so-called 
"Christendom" such as denominationalism and Ca
tholicism. But what they further represent are reli
gions that maintain redemption from sin without 
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that salvation being made available through Jesus 
Christ. Both Judaism and Islam reject the claims that 
Jesus made for himself as the Son of God. They both 
deny his sacrificial death on the cross of Calvary. 
Such denials result in a repudiation of the Savior's 
scheme of redemption for mankind Uohn 8:24; 
14:6; Acts 4: 12). Such skepticism and unbelief trans
lates into no fellowship with God and his church. 
Such holds true for other so-called world religions 
such as Hindus and Buddhists. 

Conclusion 
Our faithful relationship with God depends upon our 
respecting his Divine will in regard to every part of his 
revelation to us. This includes the subject of fellow
ship. We must respect what God has said. We must 
reverence his expectations in regard to the parameters 
of fellowship that he has set. Fellowship with God is to 
fellowship other faithful followers. Fellowship with 
God is not to fellowship those who have no relations 
with the heavenly Father. When one fails to recognize 
and live in harmony with these Divine directives 
God's displeasure is certain. God's people should put 
forth the effort to be pleasing and acceptable to him in 
every way in these matters pertaining to the wonder
ful doctrine of Christian fellowship. 
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6 Carroll D. Osburn, The Peaceable Kingdom: Es
says Favoring Non-Sectarian Christianity (Abilene: 
Restoration Perspectives, 1993), pp. 90-91. 
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11She Prayed 
About It, and Then Picked Us'' 

By Ken Gardner 

Oprah Winfrey gave away cars the other day. 
A lot of them. She gave away a brand-new 
car to each member of her audience a 

couple of weeks ago. 276 cars in all. About $8 million 
worth of new automobiles. 

One lady in the audience was from Dallas. She 
decided to get her new car from a local dealership. The 
general manager of the dealership told the newspaper, 
"She said she prayed about it, and then picked us." 

I'm sure the general manager was glad to hear 
that. Imagine - people are asking God where they 
should get their new cars, and God is sending them to 
a Pontiac dealership right here in Dallas! Talk about 
God being on your side. (I guess all the Ford dealers 
must be a bunch of heathens.) 

Now, don't misunderstand me - I'm all for 
people praying more. People don't pray enough, I'm 
sure, but don't we need to give some thought to what 
we pray for? Here we are, living in a world filled to 
overflowing with sin, sickness and suffering, and we 
ask the God of the universe to give us divine help 
picking out a car dealership. 

Forgive me if I'm wrong, or seem the least bit irrev
erent, but I just don't think God really cares where you 
get your new car. Yes, by all means, I pray that God will 
help me make wise decisions, but I just don't think it 
matters all that much, in view of eternity, what kind of 
car I drive or where I get it. By the way, the wisest thing 
for most people who buy new cars would be for them 
not to buy a new car - they probably can't afford it, 
they probably have little if any money set aside for a 
rainy day or for retirement or fo~ the poor or for the 
church. People will sign a contract, make a promise, 
commit themselves to make a huge monthly payment, 
for years, but they won't set a little aside each week for 
the Lord's work. People are literally starving to death 
today, even little children, people are dying of easily
cured diseases. There are wars, oppression, injustice, 
brutality, and rampant sin and immorality- and we're 
praying to God about car dealerships. We're like that 
foolish, oh so very foolish and self-centered man in 
Luke 12 who interrupted Jesus as he was literally dis-
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cussing matters of life and death and asked our Lord 
to deal with his little petty inconvenience: "Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me" (Luke 12). 

Again, forgive me if I'm wrong, but I just don't 
ask God to tell me if I should drive a Ford or a 
Chevy, or if I should a wear a red or blue tie today. I 
am grateful for cars, and I actually do thank God for 
paved roads, air conditioning, indoor plumbing and 
microwave ovens. To tell you the truth, though, I al
most feel silly mentioning these things in my prayers 
- am I that shallow, that these are the kinds of 
things I concern myself with? I wonder if we are not 
much different from the "cows of Bashan" con
demned by the prophet Amos, people who were 
rich, idle, and far more concerned about their luxu
ries than the needs of the poor (Amos 4:1). I worry 
that we are like the mother of James and John who 
asked Jesus for special favors for her two sons. What 
are we concerning ourselves with in our prayer re
quests? The early church didn't even have a place to 
meet other than members' homes and underground 
tombs, but do you think they prayed much for 
church buildings for themselves? I suspect they had 
much more important things to pray for. 

Do we ever, even once, read in the Bible of 
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godly people praying to God and asking him to help 
them make petty decisions? Abraham asked God to 
spare the immoral people of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
not whether he should raise sheep or goats. Moses' 
sister Miriam was foolish, petty, unfair, insubordi
nate, probably racially prejudiced, and yet Moses in
terceded for her, that she should not be punished 
with leprosy. He didn't pray for himself, what color 
sandals he would wear. Solomon didn't pray for wis
dom so that he could become rich, but for wisdom to 
rule God's people well, so they would be benefited. 

Again, we should be thankful for everything God 
has given us, including our luxuries and modern con
veniences, and we should pray for wisdom and 
God's strength and guidance, but I can't help think
ing we are far, far too concerned about our wishes. 
Instead, let's fill our prayers to overflowing with 
praise- and gratitude- and supplications, not so 
much for ourselves, but for others: for the sick, the 
poor, and most of all, for the lost. 

3939 Merriman Dr. 
Plano, TX 75074 
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Homosexual Marriage 
(Reprint of article published in First Things) 

We have been brought to the present cir
cums!a~ce by the astonishing success of 
th~ homosexual movement over the past 

three decades. Traditionally, sodomy was viewed as 
an act, and was condemned as unnatural and devi
ant. A hundred years ago, homosexuality was viewed 
as a condition afflicting people who are prone to en
gaging in such unnatural and deviant acts. Today 
"gay" signifies not so much an act or condition as the 
identity of people who say that they most essentially 
are what they do and want to do sexually. The rhe
torical and conceptual movement has been from act 
to condition to identity, bringing us to the demand 
for same-sex marriage. About two percent of the 
combined teenage and adult male population, and 
considerably less of the female, are said to be a mi
nority deprived of their rights. In particular, they 
claim to be discriminated against in that they are 
"excluded" from the institution of marriage. They 
are not asking for tolerance of their private sexual 
practices· and of the gay subculture constituted by 
such practices. They are demanding, rather, public 
acceptance and approval. That is the whole point of 
focusing on the status of marriage, which is a 
quintessentially public institution. 

It is by no means evident that most, or even 
many, gays are interested in entering into a legally 
recognized union. Until recently, more radical activ
ists and proponents of "queer theory" vigorously op
posed the movement for same-sex unions, arguing 
that gays should QOt surrender their erotic freedom 

to the constraints associated with the "bourgeois" in
stitution of marriage. More recently, the radicals 
have lined up in support of same-sex marriage, join
ing the proponents of polygamy and "polyamory" 
who are now so influential, if not dominant, in the 
academic field of marriage and family law. We do not 
have to speculate about their aims. They have by 
now produced a large literature in support of what 
they themselves describe as a social revolution that 
would replace traditional marriage and family with a 
wide array of "family" arrangements constructed on 
the basis of expressive individualism and the maxi
mizing of erotic options. A quarter century ago, 
President Jimmy Carter convened the White House 
Conference on the Family. Under pressure from such 
radical ideologues, the name was changed to the 
White House Conference on Families, in the plural. 
The hour of the ideologues has now arrived, and 
they have rallied to the battle for same-sex marriage. 

There are a few gays who express admiration for 
traditional marriage and say they simply want to be 
included in its benefits. They claim they are now ex
cluded. And they are right. They are not excluded by 
others; they are excluded by their identity as gays. To 
be homosexual is a condition; to be gay is a decision. 
Some say no other decision is available to them, but 
that is not true. Sexual temptations, like other temp
tations, can be resisted. In many cases, sexual orien
tation can be changed. Human frailties notwith
standing, chastity is a possibility for all. Yet we are 
faced with a not insignificant number of people who 
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say that gay is who they are, whether by choice or by 
fate, and that they are unfairly excluded from the 
companionship, stability, and other goods of mar
riage. Were the Supreme Court to do their bidding 
tomorrow, however, they would still be excluded 
from marriage. Throughout history and in all major 
cultures, marriage is a union between a man and a 
woman. That is what marriage is. A man and a man 
or a woman and a woman may have an intense but 
chaste friendship, including shared living arrange
ments. It is not the business of the state to certify or 
regulate friendships. As for those who choose a 
sexual relationship, we may well understand their 
yearning for public approval of their choice. But 
same-sex marriage is not marriage. It is at most a 
simulacrum of marriage, a poignant attempt to cre
ate a semblance of some features of marriage, a pre
tending to be something like the relationship be
tween husband and wife that is marriage. The reality 
is not changed if the state collaborates in the pre
tense and calls it marriage. 

To which some respond that it is a harmless pre
tense. If a very small minority so desperately want to 
be legally designated as married, even though every
body knows that their relationship is not really a 
marriage, why not let them? It seems the generous 
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thing to do. It is further argued that such state-sane-· 
tioned unions would reduce the typically wild pro
miscuity that is characteristic of the gay lifestyle. No
body can know whether same-sex marriage would, 
in fact, help domesticate the gay subculture. We do 
know, however, that it would radically change the 
customs, laws, and moral expectations embedded in 
millennia of human experience. Marriage and family 
law reflects the historically cumulative complexities 
of necessarily public concerns about property, inher
itance, legal liability, and the legitimacy of children 
- the latter entailing a host of responsibilities for 
which parents, and especially men, can be held ac
countable. One of the most fundamental prerequi
sites of social order, it has been almost universally 
recognized, is the containment of the otherwise un
bridled sexual activity of the human male, and mar
riage is - among the many other things that mar
riage is - the primary instrument of that necessary 
discipline. 

Marriage and family law is, above all, about chil
dren. Same-sex couples cannot from their sexual acts 
procreate children. Gay activists contend that that 
only makes their circumstance identical with that of 
a marriage in which the woman is beyond the child
bearing years. But that, too, is not true. A marriage 
between an older man and woman does not contra
dict the definition of marriage as a union between a 
man and a woman. In addition, such a marriage aims 
at preventing the man from having children by other 
women, which is, obviously, not a consideration in 
same-sex relations. The activists respond that gays 
can adopt children, which is legal in some jurisdic
tions. Here again the concern for children becomes 
paramount. Mter decades of experiments with 
single-parent families, "open marriages," and easy 
divorce, the evidence is in and there is today near
unanimous agreement on what should always have 
been obvious: judged by every index of well-being, 
there is no more important factor in the lives of chil
dren than having a mother and father in the home. 
Lesbians and gays in same-sex unions cannot be 
mothers and fathers, except in the poignant 
simulacrum of pretended sex roles. Given the ambi
guities, uncertainties, and curiosities of children in 
coming to understand their sexuality, the Vatican's 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is surely 
right when it says in its recent statement that denying 
the child the experience of having a mother and fa
ther is a cruel deprivation. 

Many oppose same-sex unions and the conse-



quent revolution in marriage and family law because 
they believe homosexuality is a disorder and homo
sexual acts are morally wrong. That is not a private 
prejudice. It is not, as the Supreme Court has 
claimed, an "irrational animus." It is a considered 
and very public moral judgment grounded in clear 
reason and historical experience, and supported by 
the authority of the biblical tradition. Nobody 
should apologize for publicly advocating a position 
informed by the foundational moral truths of West
ern Civilization. Of course, those who do so will be 
accused of "homophobia." Homophobia is a term of 
recent coinage intended to serve as a conversation 
stopper. Its power to intimidate is rapidly diminish
ing. Support for the civilizational tradition in this re
gard is not a phobia; it is not an irrational fear. Con
cern about the legal establishment and normalization 
of sexual deviance is fully warranted. What is called 
homophobia is more accurately understood as a 
positive judgment regarding the common good and, 
most particularly, the well-being of children. It 
should not be, but it still is, necessary to add that ha
tred of gays or denial of their human or civil rights is 
evil and must be unequivocally condemned. More
over, it must be candidly acknowledged that gay de
mands and agitations today are not unrelated to pat
terns of sexual hedonism in the general culture. 
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The debate is now underway as to whether civil 
rights include the right of gays to have their relation
ships legally designated as marriage. There are many 
factors in the debate not addressed here. It is 
claimed, for instance, that a gay right to marriage is 
on a moral and legal continuum with extending 
rights to blacks and women. That convenient but 
simplistic comparison does not bear close examina
tion. Discrimination against blacks and women was 
recognized, albeit too slowly, as contradicting the 
foundational values and institutions of our society. 
Those values were vindicated and those institutions 
strengthened by including people who had been un
justly excluded. The just demand of blacks and 
women was for full participation in the opportuni
ties and responsibilities of the social order. The de
mand for gay marriage, by way of sharpest contrast, 
is premised upon the recognition that gays cannot 
participate in that order's most basic institution, and 
it is therefore aimed not at their inclusion but at the 
institution's deconstruction by redefinition. The 
humpty-dumpty logic is that, if you cannot do some
thing you want to do, you redefine that something, 
turning it into something you can do. When such 
word games are translated into law, the public mean
ing of the something that most people can and want 
to do is radically changed. The public meaning of 
marriage and family - in law, and more gradually, in 
social customs and expectations- is changed for ev
erybody. Gay activists can try but we do not think 
they will succeed in persuading most Americans that 
their marriages and families are the same thing that 
gays can and want to do. 

One factor that has been neglected to date is that, 
according to the reasoning of the recent Lawrence 
decision of the Supreme Court, homosexuality will be 
viewed as a suspect category that, as in the case of 
race, will trigger a vast array of laws and regulations 
associated with the antidiscrimination regime. With 
respect to affirmative action, quota systems, rules 
about "hate speech," and much else, attitudes and 
actions relating to gays will be subject to, in the lan
guage of the courts, "strict scrutiny." Minimally, this 

Share Firm Foundation 

with your friends, relatives, or congregation. 

Call today for your free bundle. 

(888) 367-6216 

November 2004 
Firm Foundation 19 



will mean that homosexuality and heterosexuality, 
marriage and the gay semblance of marriage, will in 
the public schools be presented on the basis of scrupu
lous equality. Since almost no parents want their chil
dren to be homosexual or gay, this prospect is likely to 
generate powerful resistance. 

Without the marriage amendment, the debate 
that is now underway may well be short-circuited by 
the courts. One way or another, the Constitution 
will be amended. If it is amended by the judiciary, as 
the Supreme Court did in its 1973 invention of an 
unlimited abortion license, we will almost certainly 
enter upon a severe intensification of what is right
fully called the culture war. Lincoln forcefully stated 
in his first inaugural address that the American 
people are not prepared to surrender their right to 
self-government to even the most eminent tribunal. 
Whether that is still true of the American people is 
once again being put to the test. 

Just government is derived from the consent of 
the governed, says the Declaration of Independence. 
In this democracy, consent means popular delibera
tion, debate, and decision through the representative 
polity established by the Constitution. In the 
Lawrence decision, Justice Anthony Kennedy, writ
ing for the majority, invoked what Justice Antonin 
Scalia calls the "sweet mystery of life" passage from 
the 1992 Casey decision that affirmed the infamous 
Roe ruling on abortion: "At the heart of liberty is the 
right to define one's own concept of meaning, of the 
universe, and of the mystery of human life." In that 
way of thinking, the dominant, if not exclusive, pur
pose of the Constitution in dealing with rights is to 
serve the autonomous self as construed by. the 
foundationless philosophy of expressive individual
ism. The moral, social, political, and legal order 
must bend to the individual definition of truth, no 
matter how willful or arbitrary. In support of that 
logic, the Lawrence opinion cites the authority of the 
above-mentioned ideologues and even of like-
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minded jurists in the European Union. 
It appears that the Supreme Court has quite for

gotten the purpose and source of authority set forth 
by the Constitution. That purpose and source of au
thority is clearly stated in the Preamble: "We the 
people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran
quility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution for the United States of America." 

We are now engaged in a great debate about 
whether same-sex marriage and the criminalizing of 
opposition to homosexuality and the gay agenda will 
serve to establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, 
and promote the general welfare. (Provision for the 
common defense is, of course, relevant to the inclu
sion of gays in the military, which the logic of 
Lawrence would make mandatory.) Of crucial im
portance is the securing of liberty understood as 
what the Founders called the "ordered liberty" of a 
blessing bestowed, as distinct from the unbridled li
cense of expressive individualism and the quest for 
the satisfaction of insatiable desire. 

The marriage amendment might finally fail, but 
its passage by Congress and submission to the states 
for ratification can ensure that "We the People" will 
not be excluded from the deliberation and decisions 
that will determine the future of marriage and family, 
the most necessary of institutions in the right order
ing of this or any society. 
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To Change or lot to Change· 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

D on W. Crisp, chairman of the board of trust
ees Abilene Christian University, has writ
ten a letter to me. The letter states that his 

action was authorized by the ACU board of trustees 
in its August 21, 2004 meeting, and the final word
ing of the letter was approved by the executive com
mittee of the board. 

Pretty impressive. 
Lest you think that I am important enough to be no
ticed by brother Crisp and his fellow board mem
bers, let me hasten to explain how it came to pass 
that the letter was emailed to me - well, really, it 
was sent to all who had petitioned ACU to be pru
dent in its university sponsored programs - such as 
the annual lectureship, daily chapel services, and 
classroom teaching. 

The petition was written by a medical doctor in 
Abilene who is an alumnus of the school. He became 
gravely concerned about conditions at ACU follow
ing the 2004 lectureship program, which featured a 
number of speakers who made "uncertain sounds." 
Also, the doctor questioned the school's choice of 
some daily chapel speakers and their teaching. His 
petition was a kindly plea for ACU to keep faith with 
the countless and often nameless disciples that have 
supported the institutiQn over the years. I signed the 
petition and therefore received a copy of the email 
from Chairman Crisp that attempted to allay our 
fears and restore our c9.nfidence in the school, for 
which I am grateful. · . . 

· Brother Crisp is to be congratulated on his desire 
to promote "the unity .of the spirit in the bond of 
peace." I, too, am eager for the saints to "stand fast 
in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of 
the gospel." We should all promote peace because 
one of the things God hates is "those who sow dis
cord among brethren" (Prov. 6:16-19), and we 
should also "strive for the faith of the gospel" be
cause it is God's power to .save. . 

That sincerely said, I do have a few questions that 
I pray my good brother will answer. This is not an 
attempt to put someone on the spot, but is irenically 
submitted in the confidence that Don Crisp and the 

board at ACU will give a candid response. The ques
tions are provoked by the content of the email signed 
by the chairman and certified by the board. I humbly 
asking for clarification. 

Questions for Don Crisp and the ACU Boarcl 
Your appeal for unity is heard and endorsed, but 
raises a question about the basis of scriptural accord. 

Fint Question(s) 
Questions: Is truth as important as unity? Is truth the 
ground for unity? Is it wise to sacrifice truth for the 
sake of unity? Is there ever a situation when a line 
must be drawn even though separation results from 
drawing that line? 

The importance of these questions is obvious, 
but it may be helpful to summarize the intent of the 
questions. Unity is not more important than truth. 
Truth frees us from sin, purifies, sanctifies, and rec
onciles us to the Heavenly Father (John 8:32; 14:6; 
john 17: 17; 1 Pet. 1:22). Unity at the price of sacri
ficing revealed truth goes against the teaching of 
jesus and the apostles. When we are reconciled to 
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God by the power of saving truth, we are also recon
ciled to all others who have been reconciled to God 
-and to none others. The saints are not united with 
atheists, pagans, idolaters, hedonists, or any religious 
sectarian. Denominationalism is wrong because it 
causes division, and division is wrong. To attempt to 
unite with denominational bodies is to bring division 
into the household of God and is sure to fall because 
a "house divided against itself cannot stand." 
Brother Crisp, does ACU attempt to encourage the 
church to fellowship denominations? 

Second Question(s) 
The email says, "[A]ll ACU faculty believe in the full 
authority of Scripture ... " It also speaks about believ
ing "in the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures." 

Questions: Are the original manuscripts of the 
Bible inerrant? If the words of the Bible are God
breathed, does it follow that those words must be er
ror free? Is it possible for God to make mistakes in 
what he says? Is the Bible verbally inspired? 

These questions are important because there is a 
difference in "full" or "plenary" inspiration and ver
bal inspiration that necessarily results in the iner
rancy of the original manuscripts, sometimes called 
"the autographs." In liberal seminaries it is common 
to speak of plenary inspiration while denying that 
the Bible is inspired in its words. This opens the door 
to picking and choosing among the words of the 
Bible. An extreme example of this is the Jesus Semi
nar, which claims the wisdom and power to know 
what words of the gospels are valid and to reject the 
balance as spurious. They :wind up rejecting about 
two-thirds of the gospels. Verbal inspiration and in
errancy are critical questions that beg for straight an
swers. 

Third Question(s) 
Brother Crisp and board members, you quote Profes
sor Jack Reese as writing, "Let me be absolutely 
clear: all ACU faculty believe ... in baptism by im
mersion for the forgiveness of sin ... " 

Please answer these questions: How do you use 
the word "for" in this statement? Are you using it to 
mean "because of" or do you use it to mean "to ob
tain?" 

This is important because former Carroll D. 
Osburn (a professor at ACU) in his book The Peace
able Kingdom wrote, "There should be room in the 
Christian fellowship for those who believe that 
Christ is the Son of God, but who differ on 
eschatological theories such as premillennialisni, 

22 ~:ef::~d~~~: 

ecclesiological matters, such as congregational orga
nization, or soteriological matters, such as whether 
baptism is 'for' or 'unto' the remission of sins" (pp. 
90-91). 

Brother Chairman, Is Doctor Osburn correct? 
The significance of this is that Acts 2:38 says, "Repent 
ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Since "re
pent" and "be baptized" are inseparably tied by the 
conjunction "and" it necessarily follows that if bap
tism is "because of" the remission of sins, then so is 
repentance "because of" the remission of sins." This is 
clearly unacceptable. One does not repent because his 
sins have already been forgiven, and neither is one 
baptized because his sins have already been forgiven, 
but one repents ·and is baptized to obtain the forgive
ness of sins. Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16). 
Baptism saves (1 Pet. 3:21). This question goes to the 
very heart of the restoration appeal and draws a sharp 
distinction between the churches of Christ (Rom. 
16: 16) and denominationalism. 

Fourth Question(s) 
Brother Crisp there is one other question that is not 
mentioned in your email to me, but it needs to be 
considered. The question(s) is: Is instrumental music 
in worship of God sinful? Is the use of instrumental 
music in praise of the Almighty going beyond that 
which is written and therefore to be without God, 

· per 2 John 9? 
This is a necessary question because representa

tives of ACU have said that using instrumental music 
in worship of God is wrong, but refuse to say that 
such use is sinful. The distinction between "wrong" 
and "sinful" seems to be that such use would cause 
confusion and disharmony in the church and is 
wrong in the sense of being unwise, but is not wrong 
in the sense of being a transgression of principles of 
the Bible. 

Conclusion 
Thank you, brother Crisp, for your timely response 
to these questions. I offer my hand and join you "in 
prayerfully seeking unity through communication, 
inclusion and respect Jor congregational autonomy." 
There many other items to be considered, but I do 
not wish to trespass on your time and good humor, 
so will limit my inquiry to these four questions. 

P. 0. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Testing the Faith 

An annual convention of American religion 
scholars from prominent institutions will 
feature sessions favorable toward sadomas

ochism, transvestism, transexualism and polyamory 
- participation in multiple sexual relationships. 

One paper scheduled to be presented interprets a 
passage in the book of Jeremiah "through the lens" 
of a sadomasochistic encounter between God and a 
man. 

The presentations offered at the American Acad
emy of Religion's 2004 Annual Meeting in San Anto
nio next month demonstrates that "bringing male 
homosexual behavior into the mainstream produces 
a slippery slope" that serves only to destroy basic so
cietal norms rather than tame risky behavior, says 
Robert A.J. Gagnon, associate professor of New Tes
tament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 

Two workshops on the sexual themes are being 
offered by the Gay Men's Issues in Religion Group at 
the meeting, scheduled for Nov. 20-23. 

"One wonders what is next for the Gay Men's 
group at AAR - the promotion of incest, 'pedosex
uality' and bestiality?" Gagnon asked in a written cri
tique. "There is certainly little or nothing in the pre
senters' theology that would lead away from such ul
timate absurdities." 

Founded in 1909, the American Academy of Re
ligion is the U.S. national umbrella organization for 
professors of religion, including church historians, 
theologians, ethicists and scholars in world religions. 
More than 7,500 scholars are expected to gather to 
share research and collaborate on projects. 

Workshops will include a session with the theme 
"Power and Submission, Pain and Pleasure: The Reli
gious Dynamics of Sadomasochism." 

Another session presents arguments for transves
tism and transexualism in Christian theology. 

At last year's meeting, the group presented a ses
sion titled "Love Is a Many Splendored Thing: Var
ied Views on Polyamory." 

An abstract on the "Power and Submission" ses
sion says "sadomasochistic or bondage/dominance 
practice (sometimes also referred to as 'leather sexu
ality') •.. offers a particularly potent location for re
flecting on gay men's issues in religion." 

A paper submitted for the session by Justin Tanis 
of Metropolitan Community Church is titled "Ec
static Communion: The Spiritual Dimensions of 
Leathersexuality." 

"This paper will ... look briefly at the ways in 
which leather is a foundation for personal and spiri
tual identity formation, creating a lens through 
which the rest of life is viewed .... All of this based 
within the framework of a belief in the rights of indi
viduals to erotic self-determination with other con
senting adults, rather than apologetics for those 
practices and lives." 

Another paper, by Thomas V. Peterson of Alfred 
University, titled "S/M Rituals in Gay Men's Leather 
Communities: Initiation, Power Exchange, and Sub
version," uses "S/M rituals within the gay men's 
leather community to explore how ritual may sub
vert cultural icons of violence by eroticizing power." 

"Those who exercise power and acquiesce to it 
in leather rituals meet as respected equals and nego
tiate the limitations of power according to mutual 
desires," the abstract of Peterson's paper says. 

Ken Stone of Chicago Theological Seminary says 
a passage from the book of Jeremiah, chapter 20, 
verses 7-18, "can be construed more usefully as a · 
kind of ritual S/M encounter between the male deity 
Yahweh and his male devotee." 

"This possibility provides a lens with which to 
interpret both other passages in the book of Jeremiah 
and the dynamics of power and submission in reli
gious experience," says the abstract to the paper, 
which is titled "'You Seduced Me, You Overpowered 
Me, and You Prevailed': Religious Experience and 
Homoerotic Sadomasochism in Jeremiah." 

Timothy R. Koch of New Life Metropolitan Com
munity Church offers a paper titled "Choice, Shame, 
and Power in the Construction of Sadomasochistic 
Theologies." 

Essentially, Koch argues "sadomasochistic inter
actions" enable homosexual men to transcend 
"shamelessness." 

"One of the constitutive elements of sado-mas
ochistic interactions is the removal of the masochist's 
choices, making it possible for both masochist and 
sadist to proceed in a spiritually powerful state of 
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relative shamelessness," says the summary of Koch's 
paper. "These axes of choice, shame, and spiritual 
power are especially relevant to the experiences of 
gay men." 

Julianne Buenting of Chicago Theological Semi
nary offers a paper titled "Oh, Daddy! God, Domi
nance/Submission, and Christian Sacramentality and 
Spirituality" 

Buenting's piece "explores BDSM (bondage/ 
dominance, sadomasochism) as potentially transfor
mative encounter in relation to themes of trust and 
surrender, suffering and pleasure, self-shattering and 
self-donation found in Christian sacramentality and 
mystical spirituality .... " 

Finally, Kent Brintnall of Emory University pre
sents "Rend(er)ing God's Flesh: The Body of Christ, 
Spectacles of Pain, and Trajectories of Desire." 

"This paper substantiates the claim ... that sado
masochistic homoerotic desire is part of what makes 
the ~pectacle of the crucifixion attractive and desir
able." 

Queer Theology 
The Sunday session of the Gay Men's Issues in Reli
gion Group devotes time to transvestitism. 
Katharine Baker of Vanderbilt University offers a pa
per on The Transvestite Christ: Hedwig and the An
gry Inch Perform Queer Theology." 

"In the rock musical Hedwig & The Angry Inch, 
Hedwig, the protagonist, re-signifies his identity 
through gender-bending transvestism and doctrine
deconstructing re-appropriation of Christian theol
ogy. This essay documents his evolution in the terms 
of Bourdieu, Butler and Queer Theology." 

In a session at last year's meeting, Chicago Theo
logical Seminary's Buenting offered "(Marriage) 
Queered: Proposing Polyfidelity as Christian Thea
Praxis." 

"Lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender (LGBT) po
litical advocacy ... have reflected the unexamined as
sumption that' monogamy is the sole and ideal pat
tern for Christian sexual relationships. This paper 
troubles that assumption .... I conclude by proposing 
polyfidelity as a queer Christian sexual theo-praxis 
of marriage." 

Gagnon commented that at least the writer is 
honest, acknowledging a "'queer' theology and 
praxis leads to a view of 'polyfidelity' over mo-
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nogamy as a new Christian model for marriage." 
"Since the notion of monogamy, one partner, is 

predicated on the notion of the two sexes, the eradi
cation of any significance to sexual differentiation 
obliterates the model of marriage as a covenant re
stricted to two persons," Gagnon says. "Evidently 
for the presenter, fidelity has nothing to do with 
sexual exclusiveness." 

In another paper presented last year, Robert E. 
Goss of Webster University, in "Proleptic Sexual 
Love: God's Promiscuity Reflected in Christian 
Polyamory," argued "Christian religious communi
ties, with their erotic and polyamorous relationships, 
symbolize the breadth of God's inclusive and pro
miscuous love." 

Jay E. Johnson of Richmond, Calif., wrote in 
"Trinitarian Tango: Divine Perichoretic Fecundity in 
Polyamorous Relations" that "Christian traditions 
abruptly stop short of applying this Trinitarian logic 
to human sexuality." 

"It is well worth asking whether polyamorous 
sexual relations reflect the 'imago Dei' - indeed, the 
'imago Trinitate' - better than the dyadic model of 
romantic love, commonly constructed as the Chris
tian ideal." 

No understanding 
Gagnon says these sessions present no understanding 
"of the notion of structural prerequisites to sexual 
relationships. Eroticism and sexual intercourse is 
nothing more than greater intimacy. The conclusion 
following from the premise is inevitable: Then inti
macy with one's parents and children should be ever 
open to the 'logical' progression of sexual intimacy. 
For sexual intimacy is for the presenters merely more 
love. Spread it around." 

"Jesus' view of the relationship of love and 
sexual intercourse was obviously very different," 
Gagnon said. "For while Jesus expanded the defini
tion of love to embrace everyone he narrowed the 
definition of acceptable sexual intimacy to embrace 
only one person of the other sex for life." 

He asks: "Who is missing something here? Jesus 
or the Gay Men's group at AAR?" 

The AAR says it has received support from a 
number of foundations, including the Lilly Endow
ment Inc., the National Endowment for the Humani
ties, the Henry Luce Foundation, the Booth Ferris 
Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett Founda
tion, and the Fund for the Improvement of 
Postsecondary Education (WorldNetDaily.com). Fp 
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Potpourri ••. 
Brevity 

OA Romanian orthodox priest is to live in seclu
sion for a month after delivering a five-hour funeral 
sermon. He was also ordered to live on bread and 
water for the month. It is reported the priest wanted 
to get revenge on the 21-year-old dead man's rela
tives who had wanted another priest to handle the 
funeral. 

I've heard some sermons (though not at funerals) 
that deserve for the presenter to be isolated for a 
month on bread and water (just kidding!). There is 
an often told joke about a preacher being told by a 
wealthy groom that he intended to give the minister 
$1,000.00 for conducting the wedding ceremony, 
but was going to deduct $25.00 for every word the 
preacher used in saying the service. When the bride 
and groom appeared before him, the preacher said to 
the groom, "Take Her?" to which the groom said 
yes. Turning the bride the minister repeated, "Take 
Him?" and she said yes. The wise one concluded the 
service with one word ... "Took!" Motivation gets 
many a frog out of a rut. 

res 
0 In the preface to Back to Methusela, George 

Bernard Shaw wrote of Darwinian evolution: 
When the whole significance dawns on you, 
your heart sinks into a heap of sand within 
you. There is a hideous, fatalism about it, a 
ghastly and damnable reduction of beauty and 
intelligence, of strength and purpose, of 
honor and aspiration. 
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Music? 
OA writer talks of having attended an "Evangeli

cal rally" in which the worship (or was it entertain
ment) was an emaciated-looking young man with an 
electric guitar working himself into a frenzy with ten 
minutes of repeating a loud and escalating screech, 
"Jeeeeesus, I love YOU!" This describes the differ
ence between "appalling" and "sickening." 

Forced expressions of happiness seemingly re
flect an accent on the subjective and experiential, as 
distinct from the subjective and sacred. 

Pity the Poor Child 
0 The Seattle Times reports that two lesbians liv

ing together decide they want a baby, so one gets 
pregnant with the help of sperm from a homosexual 
male friend and a daughter is born. The two women 
break up and, after a while, the mother marries the 
male homosexual. Now, with the help of the ACLU 
and homosexual activist lawyers who claim to know 
that a homosexual cannot go straight, the other 
woman goes to court to claim parental rights on the 
grounds that she was living with the mother when 
the mother became a mother and is, therefore, also a 
mother. She and her attorneys expect to prevail. 
Some might say that such confusion aQd heartbreak 
would be avoided if we had same-sex marriage. Then 
the two lesbians could simply have obtained a di
vorce before the one remarried, and well-established 
rules would apply regarding visitation rights and 
other claims on the child. The entire charade is dis
played by people who don't know any more about 
how to treat sodomy than they know about the dam
age divorce does, under most circumstances, to chil
dren. 

Tree-buggers 
@Environmental extremism predicted in 1968: 

"The battle to feed all of humanity is over. In the 
1970s, the world will undergo famines- hundreds 
of millions of people are going to starve to death." 
Paul Ehrlich, a devout proponent of environmental 
kookiness, also predicted in that same year, 1968, 
(Population Bomb) that by the 1980s "mankind 
will enter a genuine age of scarcity" in which "acces-



sible supplies of many key minerals will be facing 
depletion ." In fact, the world's food supply has 
tripled and key minerals are available in greater 
abundance than ever. In Ehrlich's latest book, One 
with Nineveh, Ronald Bailey writes, "Naturally, Mr. 
Ehrlich has won a MacArthur Foundation genius 
award and a Heinz Award for the environment." 
(Teresa Heinz Kerry, chairman.) "So why pay him 
any notice?" asks Bailey. In Greek mythology "the 
prophetess Cassandra makes true predictions and no 
one believes her; Mr. Ehrlich makes false predictions 
and they are widely believed. The gloomier he is and 
the faultier he proves to be as a prophet, the more 
honored he becomes, even in his own country." 
What provoked me about Ehrlich is that he sees 
people, and especially poor people, as the enemy. 
Way back when Jesse Jackson was pro-life, he spoke 
about LB]'s war on poverty being replaced by a war 
on poor people. Paul Ehrlich was and is among the 
chief propagandists for that war. The chilling thing is 
that he and those who lionize him seem to want his 
predictions to come true. It is a disposition that is at 
the heart of the darkness of what is aptly called the 
cu lture of death (Source: First Things, August/Sep
tember 2004). 

from the Windy City 

\9:- Earl Davis continues to send clipping from the 
Chicago Tribune and we continue to print excerpts 
from that paper. Thank you very much, Earl. 

• Whirling Dervishes from Russia point one 
palm to the sky and the other to the ground and 
whirl in ecstasy for five minutes. It is said to be an Is
lam invention (I thought my great-granddaughter in
vented it). Whirling Dervishes are also found in Hin
duism (9/1 0/04). Exactly how this serves spiritual 
progress is not clear in the article, or anywhere, as 
far as I know. It is another example of hyper-emo
tionalism and wasted energy. 

• According to an editorial (9/11/04) Islam 
school-girls in France refused to forego wearing 
head-scarves that identified them as followers of 
Mohammed. Still, Christians can wear no symbol 
that the French think might represent Christianity. 
Fair is fair and logic is logic and this is neither. 

• To attend a Jewish New Year holiday dinner 
you must be either a member of the synagogue or 
have a ticket, which can run as high as $500.00. 
Rabbi Larry Glickman of Kol Ami Synagogue said, 
" ... prices can be an obstacle to worship - which is 
one reason his congregation decided to reduce prices 

from $800.00 per couple to $400.00 (9/7/04). 
• Some in Europe raised a ruckus at the notion 

that Turkey would make adultery a crime. After all, 
just a few years ago, the funeral of French President 
Francois M itterrand was attended by his wife, his 
mistress, and his illegitimate child. It was, though, 
odd to see European leaders suggest that the move to 
criminalize adultery would create difficulties for 
Turkey's long-standing bid to join the European 
Union. Turkey's ruling party gave in to the pressure 
and put the legislation on hold (9/18/04) . 

• Chris McNamara reports in the Oct. 3, 2004 
issue of the Chicago Tribune on the "Raelian Revolu
tion." Radians follow a Frenchman, Rae!, who, 
aboard a spacecraft in 1973, was educated about the 
scientific creation of mankind by benevolent aliens 
and now preaches understanding, love and open 
sexuality as he prepares to build an intergalactic em
bassy to welcome our alien creatures back to Earth. 
If you want to know more about this naked nonsense 
(though we can't imagine why anyone would) visit 
www.rael.org. 

Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 
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• The Oak Park school board near Chicago 
apologized to students and parents because a planner 
notebook distributed by the Oak Park Elementary 
school had references to Jesus of Nazareth, John the 
baptist, and baptism (10/1/04). 

• BATON ROUGE- A state judge Tuesday lOct. 
5, 04) threw out a Louisiana constitutional amend
ment banning same-sex marriage, less than three 
weeks after voters approved it (10/6/04). 

Jhinldng Oufloud 
0 It is interesting to note that the Bible consis

tently and repeatedly, in both Testaments, tells us 
that to love God is to obey him - no greater empha
sis can be placed on obedience than to say it is essen
tial to loving God (Exod. 20:6; Deut. 7:9; Deut. 
11:1; Deut. 11:13; Deut. 11:22; Deut. 30:16; Josh. 
22:5; Neh. 1:5; Dan. 9:4; John 14:15; John 14:21; 
John 15:10; 1 John 5:2-3; 2 John 6). 

loosevelf Ouofe 
GA Theodore Roosevelt quote displayed on the 

wall of a courthouse will be covered up after critics 
complained the comment about Christianity violated 
the separation of church and state. Roosevelt's re
mark that "the true Christian is the true citizen" was 
part of a longer address the president gave at a 
YMCA convention more than a century ago. 

The words are engraved in gold letters on a ma
hogany wall in a Riverside County courtroom. The 
quote is one of several by Roosevelt that have graced 
the courthouse for 70 years. 
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The Anti-Defamation League sent a letter to the 
court in July asking that the quote be covered be
cause it could be interpreted as a direct "endorse
ment of Christian faith." 

Alison Mayersohn, associate director of the 
group's Pacific Southwest region, said, without the 
original context, the quote could easily be perceived 
as "equating Christianity and good citizenship." 

The words will be covered with a wood panel 
within two weeks, County Counsel William 
Katzenstein said Wednesday. 

Officials said they will cover the quote when the 
court is in session but will leave it on display during 
historical tours and other times when the court is not 
in session. 

"Our goal is to preserve the (etching) in its natu
ral state, assuming it has historical significance," 
Katzenstein said (NewsMax.com, Oct. 1, 2004). 

The assault on Christianity is unrelenting. The 
followers of Jesus must be alert. "Be sober, be watch
ful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour, whom 
withstand stedfast in your faith, knowing that the 
same sufferings are accomplished in your brethren 
who are in the world (1 Pet. 5 :8-9). 

New look 
0 Just 34 years ago "many had come to the view 

that religion was on its way out," Oxford University 
theologian Alister McGrath writes in his highly read
able new book (The Twilight of Atheism: The Rise 
and Fall of Disbelief in the Modern World, by Alister 
McGrath Doubleday). 

Charlotte Allen (National Review, Sept. 13, 
2004) in reviewing the book, said, In 1970, it 
seemed that social scientists' predictions were com
ing true: that first the industrialized West and then 
the fast-industrializing remainder of the world 
would follow an inexorable trajectory of seculariza
tion. Both the Catholic and the mainline Protestant 
churches in Europe and North America were in the 
throes of a crisis of confidence in which church at
tendance declined drastically. The future of Judaism 
looked terminal, at least as far as the beliefs and 
practices of highly assimilated Western Jews were 
concerned. Behind the Iron Curtain lay an enor
mous, powerful bloc of Marxist and hence officially 
atheistic states, and their numbers were growing as 
Marxist movements metastasized to Southeast Asia, 
the Mideast, Mrica, and Latin America. In the 
United States, the theology du jour maintained that 



God was dead. In Europe, the fashion was liberation 
theology, which stripped traditional Christian beliefs 
of their transcendence and reduced them to the utter 
immanence of political revolution. Ex-Beatle John 
Lennon invited his listeners to enter a utopian world 
that would be devoid of conflict because it would be 
devoid of God: "Imagine there's no heaven; it's easy 
if you try I No hell below us, above us only sky." 

As we know, none of this happened. After reach
ing its high-water mark during the early 1970s, secu
larism began to fade as a cultural influence, and the 
past 30 years have seen a resurgence of religion. 

In The Twilight of Atheism, McGrath, a former 
atheist himself, attempts to explain why this hap
pened: how it came to be that atheism, the hallmark 
of that powerful intellectual trinity-Darwin, Marx, 
and Freud - whose thinking defined atheism's 
golden age, the 19th and 20th centuries, is now the 
shrunken province of a handful of learned cranks 
and polemicists, such as the neo-Darwinist promoter 
Richard Dawkins and Michael Newdow, the doctor/ 
lawyer/professional litigant who recently challenged 
the phrase "under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Throughout most of the 20th century, Marx and 
Freud reigned supreme as the gods of modernity, to 
the point that the liberal mainline Christian churches 
committed "suicide" (McGrath's word) in terms of 
membership as they scrambled to accommodate their 
theologies to the idea that God no longer existed. In 
philosophy, fashionable existentialism and logical 
positivism deemed "God-talk" irrelevant. Eventually 
the idols came crashing down. Freud became thor
oughly discredited as a scientist and physician, and 
one by one the vaunted Marxist societies were re
vealed to be not only economic disasters but vortexes 
of suffering and wholesale slaughter. Atheism had 
once been a "religion of the autonomous and rational 
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human being," McGrath writes, possessed of a "pow
erful, self-confident, and aggressive worldview" that 
totalistically promised the understanding and hence 
the mastery of everything. 

What it delivered was totalistic, all right: the 
dreary uniformity of the Stalinist city and Nazi con
centration camp. It should not be really surprising, 
then, that atheism is now in retreat. 

"Encamped along the hills of light, Ye Christian 
soldiers rise, and press the battle ere the night shall 
veil the glowing skies. Against the foe in vales below, 
let all our strength be hurled; Faith is the victory, we 
know, that overcomes the world." 

Shriek at Sbrek, or Shameful Pride 
OFather of the Pride, in prime-time on NBC, has 

all the trappings of a kid's show, including cuddly 
animals. The same people who created the Shrek 
movies do the animation, so it is bound to attract 
children. Many parents will assume from the genre 
that it is innocent. But this TV-14 rated sit-com is for 
adults only, though it is hard to imagine even adults 
liking it. 

The show centers on Larry the Lion, who works 
for Siegfried and Roy, the Vegas animal trainers, part 
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of whose shtick is to be flamingly homosexual. Larry 
has a wife, a teenage daughter with a catnip problem, 
and a cub. They live in a Vegas suburb with lots of 
other talking animals, from snails to orangutans. 

This sounds cleverer than it actually is. Nearly all 
of the show's dialogue and jokes are about sex: ani
mals in heat, gay sex, interspecies sex, animaVhuman 
sex (Is bestiality going to be the new gay?). 

An adult cartoon such as South Park is similarly 
repugnant, and yet it is at least creative, different, 
and funny, if only in a sick way. But Father of the 
Pride is just another bad sit-com -with the worst la
bored, innuendo-filled, unpleasant, yelling features 
of the genre - only with stuffed animals. 

The premiere episode was about the mating 
problems of pandas, featuring the voice of Friends' 
Lisa Kudrow whining about "relationships." Even 
the voices ijohn Goodman, Carl Reiner) are sit-com 
voices. 

The scenarios sound funny. They should be 
funny. But, so far at least, they are not. . . 

As for making children's fare for adults, thts Il
lustrates the strange infantilism that plagues the cul
ture. Many adults are refusing to grow up, purpose
fully clinging to their old childish tastes and ways. 
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Begotten, God's personal name, and more. 
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But now as adults they can be as naughty as they 
want to be, in new ways, and nobody has the right to 
stop them (Gene Edward Veith, World magazine, 9/ 
25/04). 

Conversion 
$According to the dictionary proselytization 

means "converting somebody to a religious faith or 
political doctrine." Synonyms for "proselyte" in
clude "preaching, evangelization, and boundless en
thusiasm." It goes along with conviction and abso
lute truth. Under this definition Jesus and his 
apostles were proselytizers. Synonyms for "prosely
tizers" are "preacher, evangelist, missionary, and lec
turer." Even so, there is a growing sentiment among 
liberals that any attempt to change someone is sinis
ter - even while the critic of proselytization is try
ing to change others to his view that trying to change 
someone is evil. The political arena is exempt and 
only those with firmly held religious beliefs are tar
geted. 

According to religious liberals It is proselyting in 
the worst possible sense to attempt to convert a Mus
lim, or a Jew, or a Hindu to Christ. This is consid
ered by liberals to be tasteless and rude. 

Lawrence A. Uzzell ("Don't Call it Proselytism," 
pp. 14-16 of First Things, October 2003) wrote: 
"Proselytism has become the world's most overused 
religious term and is most often invoked by those 
who ultimately oppose all forms of Christian evange
lism. If the Apostles had refrained from everything 
that today is lumped under the term, there would 
have been no carrying out of the Great Commission 
and the church might have died in its infancy." 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Denver E. Cooper 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 

304 845-8001 



Amoral 
@The price of Holland's famous "free love" 

lifestyle is often an unhappy sex life according to a 
survey of more than 1,000 Dutch singles. The poll, 
conducted by the online journal My Life, found that 
less than one-fifth of Dutch singles said they are 
happy with their sex lives and two-thirds said mar
ried couples are happier. About half of Dutch single 
men and a third of Dutch single women reported 
having regular one-night stands (World, Oct. 2, 
2003, p. 11). 

All attempts to get rid of biblical rules and regu
lations result in a worse slavery (Rom. 6: 16). Free
dom in Christ (Gal. 5:1) does not mean li cense. Lib
erty has limits. 

Homosexuality Linked to Suicide 
~,NEW YORK- Oct. 19 (CWNews.comiLSN.ca) 

-Two extensive studies in this month's issue of the 
AMA's Archives of General Psychiatry confirmed a 
strong link between homosexual sex and suicide as 
well as a relationship between homosexuality and ab
normal mental problems. 

A study using 103 pairs of twins, one a practic
ing homosexual and the other not, found that ho
mosexual behavior significantly increased the like
lihood of suicide even after adjustments were 
made for substance abuse and depression. The 
practicing homosexual twin was over 5 times more 
likely to experience the suicidal symptoms. The 
study measured suicide risk in terms of the catego
ries: "wanted to die," "suicidal ideation," "at
tempted suicide," and "thoughts about death." The 
study was unique for its thorough co-twin contro l 
design and its use of the most widely used instru
ment in psychiatric epidemiology, the Diagnostic In
terview Schedule (http://archpsyc.amassn.org/issues/ 
v5 6n 1 O/ fu1Uyoua8085 .html#a2). 

A second study in the journal by David M. 
Ferguson and his team found that "gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual young people are at increased risk of psychi
atric disorder and suicidal behaviors." Youths suffer
ing from these disorders were ... over six times as 
likely to have attempted suicide. The research was 
based on a 21-year study of 1265 children born in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. Of 1,007 subjects ques
tioned only twenty-eight (2. 8 percent) were classi-

-A great idea-
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fied as being gay, lesbian, or bisexual. (We are in
debted to Elvin DeShazo for calling attention to this 
information.) 

Ballyhoo 
t~>The Daily Telegraph reports that the Bishop of 

Manchester is hoping to persuade his countrymen to 
return to church by sponsoring a "Back to Church 
Sunday." Parishes will distribute official invitations 
for the event and give goody bags full of chocolate to 
those who come and remain for the full service. The 
paper reports that he is encouraging preachers to try 
out different things during the service, "such as 
showing a comedy video" (World, 9/11/04, p. 11). 

The Rascal 
t?>Monica Lewinsky has been reading Bill 

Clinton's .book My Life, and has taken mighty um
brage at this characterization of their affair as a 
trivial flirtation. Monica says, "I can understand 
someone wanting to save his presidency. But I don't 
accept that he had to completely desecrate my char
acter, which not only affected me, but my family, my 
friends, and my future." Ah, Monica: "When lovely 
woman stoops to folly,/ And finds too late that men 
betray,/ What charm can soothe her melancholy?/ 
What art can wash her tears away?" (National Re
view, 7/26/04, p. 12). 
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Slaame, SIJame 
OAn avant-garde theater in Madrid has been 

running a new play using in its title the name of God 
and vulgar language. The play, needless to say, is 
deeply hostile to the Christian religion, at one point 
arguing that Christianity should, like tobacco and al
cohol, be illegal for minors. The scatological theme 
is strong; at one point the stage is festooned with toi
let paper. That was the point at which an enraged 
audience member leapt up, shouted "Long live 
Christ the King" and attempted to set fire to the 
scenery with his cigarette lighter. A general melee 
broke out, becoming so violent that the audience 
eventually realized it was not part of the production 
(National Review, 5/31/04, p. 10). 

A Crime? 
$Who will pay? That's the question that had 

embroiled the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston in 
conflict with its insurer, the Lumbermens Mutual 
Casualty Co. The archdiocese agreed last year to pay 
$85 million to 552 alleged victims of clergy sexual 
abuse. Then it sought to recover about $67 million 
from Lumbermens. Mter the insurance company re-
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fused, the church sued, arguing that its policy cov
ered victims of clergy sexual abuse for unlimited 
amounts. Lumbermens countersued, contending that 
the policy was meant to cover accidental injuries, not 
damages resulting from crimes. 

licbes to lags 
$Suzanne Mullins won $4.2 million in the Vir

ginia Lottery in 1993; now she's reportedly broke 
and more than $150,000 in debt. The Roanoke Times 
reports that Ms. Mullins took out a loan in 1998 
from the People's Lottery Foundation, a company 
that specializes in loaning money to lottery winners 
who want more than their annual' lottery payments 
provide. 

She apparently stopped making payments on the 
loan in 2001, and a circuit court ruled last month 
that she owes $154,14 7. Her attorney says her son
in-law's medical bills ate into her winnings, but Tom 
Nasta, a Roanoke financial consultant, told the paper 
that many lottery winners go broke, including a cli
ent whose only asset seven years after winning $1 
million was a mobile home (World, 5/15/04, p. 11). 

Quality Control 
$A new German law would slap fines on all 

businesses, including brothels that fail to hire train
ees. The German magazine Der Spiegel reports that 
the legislation, drafted by the nation's Social Demo
crat and Green parties, would penalize companies 
that don't employ at least one apprentice for every 
15 workers. Some Greens argued that brothels, legal
ized in Germany in 2002, should be exempt from the 
requirement. But the Education Ministry, which will 
enforce the law, nixed that idea: Allowing brothels 
not to train new prostitutes "would cause consider
able difficulties" (World, 5/15/04, p. 11). 

liD and 9-I I 
GAlan Caruba (www.americandaily.com/item/ 

2382) raises the question, "What will your child 
learn about 9-11 on the second anniversary of the at
tack on America's security and economy? On the oc
casion of the first anniversary of 9-11 the National 
Education Association urged teachers not to "suggest 
any group is responsible." 

In suggested lesson plans, the NEA recom
mended that teachers "discuss historical instances of 
American intolerance" as the lesson children in el
ementary, middle and high school should take away 
from the most dastardly attack on America since 
Pearl Harbor. 



lisexutdity 
@ (CNSNews.COM)- The business priorities of 

one of America's largest airlines are being criticized 
after the company co-sponsored a major conference 
on bisexuality shortly after laying off thousands of 
employees. 

Texas-based American Airlines, which reported ly 
lost $1.12 billion in the first six months of this year, 
narrowly averted filing for bankruptcy by laying off 
7,000 employees in April and cut another 3,100 
workers in July, was a sponsor of the North Ameri
can Conference on Bisexuality at the Ardisson Hotel 
in San Diego, Calif., Aug. 21-24, 2004. 

The conference featured nudity, workshops on 
erotic touch and how-to instructions on hosting sex 
orgres. 

(Editors note: homosexuality is sexual activity 
between two people of the same gender; heterosexu
ality if sexual activity between two people of oppo
site gender; bisexuality is sexual activity without re
gard to gender - it can be homosexual one moment 
and heterosexual the next. Here's the rub, what kind 
of gene does a bisexual have that will enable switch
ing back and forth between same gender and oppo
site gender? Does the gene change to accommodate 
whichever gender the bisexual happens to be with? 
We will not just now consider the gene-structure of 
people involved in group-sex or sex with animals.) 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- j ohn 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- j ames 2:14-26 
• Repent - Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:2 1; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
james 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

Bloopers 
Cil Embarrassing mistakes in church bulletins are 

legendary. Here are a few that a reader gleaned from 
a local newspaper. 

"The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the 
Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus."' 

"For those of you who have children and don't 
know it, we have a nursery downstairs." 

"Remember in prayer the many that are sick of 
this church." 

"Don't let worry kill you. Let the church help." 
"The ladies of the church have cast off clothing 

of every kind. They may be seen in the basement on 
Friday afternoon." 

"Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of these things not worth keeping 
around the house. Don't forget your husbands." 

"The Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet 
Thursday at 7:00p.m. Please use the back door." 

"Weight Watcher will meet at 7:00 p.m. Please 
use large double doors at the side entrance." 

"Please place your donation in the envelope 
along with the deceased person you want remem
bered." FF 
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by Cindy Colley 
Divine accounts of the successes and 
failures of women. Portrays a variety of 
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woman will be challenged to view her 
influence and to weave the moral fiber of 
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We Bow Down 
by Gloria Ingram, Jane McWhorter, 
Foye Watkins, Sheila Butt, 
Cindy Colley 
A doctrinal study of fundamentals 
revealing God's wishes over man's 
wishes. Since women greatly influence 
public worship, this book is a timely 
reminder of God's guidelines. Songs, 
harps, tithes, communion, kneeling, 
Passover, prayer guide. Five topics: 
music, teaching, Lord's supper, prayer, 
and giving. Each topic examined from 
both the Old Testament and New 
Testament. Questions. Edited by James 
Andrews. 092954028X, paperback 
.............................................. $8.95 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

guestion: I am a lapsed Catholic who once prac
ticed his Catholic faith vigorously. I was sick

e by the sexual abuse scandals and before that 
questioned such issues as papal primacy, infallibility, 
the hierarchy, etc. 

My question is this (and I have many)- how do 
I know who is telling the truth, that is, what is truly 
the true church of Christ? 

I have been studying eastern orthodoxy and they 
claim it, as do every other "denomination." How do 
I know that Campbell et al did not just start another 
denomination and not a true restoration movement? 
I have already felt duped once so shame on me, but 
you know what they say about twice. 

Seriously, I want to find the best possible form 
of worship and appreciate any advice you might be 
able to render me, suggested reading, contacts, etc. I 
have started reading the Bible, something we were 
not encouraged to do growing up Catholic. Thank 
you. (S .D.) 

Answer: The best thing you can do is what you 
said you have started doing: reading the Bible. 

You are right to question papal infallibility. You are 
right to question the claims of eastern Orthodoxy 
and other denominations. You are right to question 
Campbell, et al. No man or set of men has it all right. 
The Bible is the God-breathed word, and it is right. 

Human beings are only right as they point us to 
the Bible (which is what the Campbells were trying 
to do), and as they correctly understand, teach and 
practice what the Bible says. 

"What Is Truly the True Church of Christ?" 
The church Jesus promised to build (Matt. 16:18) 
consists of everyone Christ has redeemed. The Lord 
adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:47, KJV), con
veys the redeemed into the kingdom of the Son of his 
love (Col. 1:13 ), makes each born again child a part 
of his family (Gal. 3 :26-27). So a foundational ques
tion has to be, "How do we receive redemption?" 

Any correct answer to that question must center 
on Christ. 
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When the jailor at Philippi asked, "What must I 
do to be saved ?," Paul and Silas responded, "Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you 
and your household." Since the jailor and his family 
did not at that time know of Jesus, Paul and Silas 
told them what to believe about him and how to be
lieve, leading them through repentance and baptism 
that same hour. Then the jailor and his household re
joiced, "having believed in God" (Acts 16:31-34). 

A Comparative Answer 
Since your question mentions Catholicism and other 
denominations, perhaps it will be helpful to consider 
what the Bible says in contradistinction to them 
about being redeemed. 

By Grace, Not by Works 
Roman Catholicism, as I understand it, teaches a sac
ramental, merit-oriented view of salvation. 

Baptism in their view is a sacrament, valid as an 
act in itself. Therefore infants, who possess no faith, 
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nevertheless have their ("inherited") sins forgiven in 
baptism (viewed as sprinkling). 

Roman Catholic doctrines of penance and purga
tory perpetuate the idea of meritorious forgiveness. 
A penance is a work assigned to atone for a sin con
fessed, and the more heinous the sin the more ardu
ous the penance. Purgatory punishes the Christian's 
unforgiven sins until he is fit to enter cleansed into 
heaven. 

Some of their more knowledgeable theologians 
attempt to put a better light on those practices, but 
that is how they are often perceived by practicing 
Catholics. 

According to the Bible all accountable persons 
have sinned (Rom. 3: 10, 23 ), and that is verified, of 
course, by our own experience. "The wages of sin is 
death" (Rom. 6:23); so by our sin we earn condem
nation. But we cannot atone for our own sins. No 
work we can do can pay the penalty for even one sin 
we have committed. 

Every good work we can do we are obligated to 
do Uames 4: 17). By doing it we avoid sinning again; 
so it carries no merit to apply against any former 
debt. That is why Jesus says, "We can only say, 'We 
are unprofitable servants. We have done what was 
our duty to do"' (Luke 17: 1 0). Our works provide 
no left over earnings to apply to yesterday's debt; no 
"brownie points" are awarded. 

So if anyone who has sinned is saved, it will have 
to be by grace. We have no ability to earn it, not even 
a little bit of it. While "the wages of sin is death," 
"the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord" (Roni. 6:23). 

By Faith, But Not by Dead Faith 
Protestant denominations came into existence in re
bellion to this works oriented view and they strongly 
emphasize grace. Many of them, however, misunder
stand faith. 

Faith is how we receive God's gift of grace. "For 
by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works 
lest anyone should boast" {Eph. 2:8-9). 

As Abraham believed God and his faith was 
counted as righteousness (Gen. 15:6, quoted in Ro
mans 4:3), so God counts believers today as righ
teous, not because they are intrinsically righteous by 
never having sinned, but because they trust the sacri
fice of his Son and thereby have their sins forgiven. 

The Bible affirms salvation by faith very strongly. 
It does not, however, affirm salvation by faith only. 

Saying "faith only" is not the same as saying, 
"Faith in Christ is the only way anyone can be 
saved." The latter is a true statement. "Faith only" as 
used by much of the religious world today defines a 
particular kind of faith. It speaks of a faith that is 
purely inward. It expressly rejects any act of obedi
ence as a necessary part of faith. 

That, it seems to me, is exactly the way the Bible 
uses the term "faith only" the only time it appears: 
"You see then that a man is justified by works, and 
not by faith only. . .. For as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also" 
Uames 2:24, 26). "Faith only" does not save. 

Throughout scripture, faith which receives a 
blessing is always obedient faith, and the blessing fol
lows the obedience. "March around the walls of Jeri
cho and I will give you the city" (to the armies of Is
rael, Josh. 6; Heb. 11 :30). "Dip seven times in Jor
dan and you will be free of your leprosy" {to 
Naaman, 2 Kings 5). "Wash in the pool of Siloam 
and you will receive your sight" (to the man born 
blind, John 9). Examples are further multiplied in 
Hebrews 11. 

Jesus said, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, 
Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). Paul says the aim of his preaching is to pro
duce "obedience to the faith" (Rom. 1:5; 16:26). 
What avails, he says, is "faith working though love" 
(Gal. 5:6). 

Living faith, saving faith responds to the gospel 
with baptism. Jesus said, "He who believes and is 
baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). Note how 
different that is from the normal Protestant affirma
tion, "He who believes is saved and then should be 
baptized." 

When asked what to do to be saved, the inspired 
apostles did not instruct inquirers, "Pray the sinners' 
prayer." They said, "Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the for
giveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

Ananias did not tell the penitent praying Saul just 
to receive Jesus in his heart. He said, "Rise and be 
baptized and wash away your sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord" (Acts 22: 16). 
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Saving Faith Is Living, lctlve, Ollecllent Faith 
When we obey the gospel we are added by the Lord to 
his church. The truly redeemed are his true church. 

"' Want to Find the Best Possible Form of Worship" 
Once again, by your own testimony, you are on the 
right track. Keep reading the Bible. The church 
Christ built, the one to which he adds the saved, has 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, and should have one rule of 
faith and practice, the word of the Lord, the Bible. 

Living, obedient faith, which brought us into 
Christ, also keeps us in his grace. As we were "saved by 
grace through faith" so also are we "kept by the power 
of God through faith" (1 Pet. 1 :5). If we trust Jesus, we 
adopt the life style he exemplifies and commands. We 
"walk in the light as he is in the light." When we do, 
though we do not do it perfectly, his blood cleanses us 
from our sins (1 John 1:7). Walking by faith means 
walking as Christ, in the Bible, directs. 

Most of what the Bible says we are to do as Chris
tians pertains to our everyday life: how we treat 
people, how compassionate and forgiving we are, 
how honest we are in our business dealings, how faith
ful we are to our spouses and how we deal with our 
families at home (see for example, Eph. 4-6 and Col. 
3-4). 

However, we are also taught to assemble as Chris
tians to encourage and edify one another (Heb. 
10:23-25). 

Acts and the Epistles were written to give divine 
instruction to the individuals and congregations ad
dressed. They give instruction in all things that per
tain to Christian conduct, including things related to 
the assembly. 

The church in Troas met on the first day of the 
week "to break bread" or, as we would say, to par
take of the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7). The church at 
Corinth was also taught by the apostle Paul to come 
together to eat the Lord's supper (1 Cor. 11 :20), and 
they also evidently met on the first day of every week 
(1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

Singing and praying are acts of worship; that is, 
they are activities by which we ascribe praise and 
glory to God. As directed by the apostles, Christians 
sang and prayed in their assemblies (1 Cor. 14:15). 
They also read scripture (Col. 4:16) and heard 
preaching (Acts 10: 7). 

From the earliest days, the church "continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread and prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

Christians may pray and sing hymns anywhere, 
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because worship is not confined to any one place 
Uohn 4:19-24), but Christians are admonished not 
to forsake their assembling together (Heb. 10:25). 
So that is important, too. 

We Need the Church 
The church is a vital part of God's plan because 
Christians need each other. 

Be a Christian ••• Be a Christian Only 
Having become, by virtue of your redemption, a part 
of the church to which Jesus adds all of the saved, 
avoid a party spirit. Love the brotherhood. Decline 
to join any "camp" you may find within the church. 

No Perfed Congregation 
You will not find a perfect congregation. It has been 
said, facetiously but truthfully, if any of us were to 
find one, it would no longer be perfect after we 
placed membership. 

Some congregations may have obvious hypo
crites which you easily detect. Some may have some 
people, even leaders, who try to bind something as a 
test of fellowship which you feel is merely human 
tradition. Some may think that anything that feels 
good to them is appropriate as worship, and they 
may impose it on the assembly without a thought to 
the question, "Will this please God?" 

The important thing is that no preacher, no edi
tor, no one at all except Jesus Christ, is lord over 
your faith. 

Study the Bible 
Get help from any who are willing to help, but ac
cept what they say only to the extent that you see it 
in the Bible. Believe and do what you see the Bible 
says. 

Being just a Christian and a part of the church 
you read about in the Bible does not mean you know 
everything, nor that you are necessarily right about 
everything you think you know. But if you are just a 
Christian, when you learn something new from the 
Bible, or find out that something you thought was 
right is wrong, you do not have to become some
thing else than what you are. You just become, with 
every truth you learn, every correction you make, a 
better Christian. 

P!ease keep in touch. I will be glad to help you 
further as I can. What joy and freedom there is in 
Christ! Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. 
Montgomery!J·AL 36109 
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Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1•285>· Redwater Church of Chr1'st Box 229 75573 - , , ' 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@qulk.com 

-Alaska-

-Maryland-
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 

-Missouri-

(903) 671-2369,671-2515. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. <417) 334-3866. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

ks h d h Farml'ngton- Sunnyv1'ew Church of Chr1'st, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 Fairban , serving Ft. Wainwrig t an t e 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 8653 ·(.~un: 9:30• f ~O~~O) a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 p.m. :rzmJ.easto -

373-5583 h. -Virginia -
-010-

-Aiabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
778-8955 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- California - - South Carolina -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Greer-GreerChurch of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Jacksonville-Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 3614 Houston_ Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
SouthSR47,3202S,Sun.9, 10a.m.,6p.m., Wed. Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 6 w d 7 30 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe'.~yler (321) 254-2261. 

Orlando-W'mter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed.·7:15 p.m. (407) 657-0651 

a.m., p.m., e . : 
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Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Ro3d, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

A translation of the New Testament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

e19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Caring & Sharing 
N Clrt'sfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol end wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q,nestious 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. II was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready ~-wers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y.z"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments In the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving .:. and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This Is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of font.s, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 {toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

November 2004 
Firm Foundation 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures dally, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Palacios Church of Christ is looking for a preacher. 
Contact Charles Hutto, (361) 972-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-7 5 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, black/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
include r~sum~, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., Jax, FL 32208. 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 

• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Black Genuine leather 

D-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/4 • x7% •x 3/a• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Give Firm Foundation as a gift 

1·888·367·6216 

growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact Jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Blue Springs, Missouri. We are first and most 
assuredly looking for a man sound in the faith, 
well seasoned, greatly experienced in personal 
work, willing to put out the effort needed to 
evangelize the area. We will be offering a preachers 
house and salary. Please e-mail me at 
Doug168@aol.com or send r~sumO~ and sample 
tape to Douglas Holland, 39505 NE 3rd St., Oak 
Grove, MO 64075. 

Missionaries Wanted for Papua, Indonesia: Work 
in large modern cities, villages or with remote tribes. 
Most places in Papua are still without a church of 
Christ. Join our existing team or form a new one. 
There are at least 14 areas that have yet to be 
contacted and deceived by the denominations help 
us get there first. For information contact: Martin 
Johnson 2313 N. Glenisle Ave. #1 Durango, CO 
81302. 970-259-463 7 papuamissions@yahoo.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Missionary Family in Need of Support. The 
johnson family (Martin, Julie and Sarah) intends 
to work full time with the church of Christ Bible 
School in Papua Indonesia starting early 2005. They 
are in need of financial support both one time and 
monthl)'. They also are in need of a sponsoring 
congregation. If you can help or know someone 
who might please contact: Martin Johnson 2313 
N. Glenisle Ave. #1 Durango, CO 81302. 970-
259-463 7 papuamissions@yahoo.com 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Jlrm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

Now available in large print 
-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-

Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367-6216 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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Goo HATH SPOKEN 

Old 
Testament 
Workbook 
by 
Ken Butterworth 

• A basic workbook for studying the Scriptures 
by a proven method. 

• Designed for any group or individual Bible study. 

• The first book in the series, God Hath Spoken. 

• Packaged in a spacious 8!1, x II frame 
with room for notes. 

• A complete overview of every book 
in the Old Testament. 

• Easy fill-in-the-blank format, challenging questions, 
and side-notes. 

• Finally! A workbook with enough space in the blanks 
for answers and extra notes. 

• Paperback, ISBN 0929540409 

Author Ken Butterworth is a master at involving his 
audience; people remember his lessons. Congrega
tions in Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee have benefited from Ken's direct 
approach to preaching the gospel. Ken now writes 
full time and speaks by appointment in gospel 
meetings and lectureships. 

$8.95 plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
November 2004 

Address service requested. 

The Word 
of God 
in English: 
Criteria for Excellence 
in Bible Translation 

Leland Ryken, C. John Collins 

With so many Bible translations available, how do you 
make a choice between them? 

As an expert in English literature and literary theory, Leland 
Rykcn approaches the translation debate from a practical 
artistic viewpoint. He believes many modem translations take 
liberties with the biblical text that would not be allowed with 
any other type of literary work- thus producing a translation 
far from the original text. 

Rykcn argues the same dedication to reproducing literature 
texts as closely as possible needs to be present in biblical 
translation. Only an essentially literal, "word for word" 
translation of the Bible can achieve sufficiently high standards 
in terms of literary criteria and fidelity to the original text. 

Ryken defines the translation theory and principles that 
would result in the best Bible for English-speaking people. He 
shows that an essentially literal translation is the natural result 
of following these principles. 

Along with a short history of translation, Rykcn evaluates 
many elements that impact the translation process. Believing 
Bible translators have an obligation both to God and to others, 
he assesses the theological, ethical, and hermeneutical issues 
involved and surveys difficulties with modem translations. He 
provides Christians with a standard for comparing cvntempo
rary Bible translations, as well as an understanding of why 
some translations may not convey the very words of God. 336 
pgs. • Paperback • 1581344643 

$ 15.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from F irm Foundation • 888 367-6216 
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Where Are the Dead? 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Some religious questions lack real benefit as they 
engender speculative theories which promote 
no spiritual benefit for the Christian (1 Tim. 

1:4). The question under consideration, however, is 
not presented for speculative purposes. Rather, our 
objective is simply to reflect upon what the Bible 
teaches concerning man's destiny at death. 

Man knows that the grave is where the physical 
body goes at death. So our primary concern here is 
where the spirit comes to reside. This is a matter 
which mankind knows absolutely nothing about ex
cept that which is revealed within the scriptures. 
What we learn, then, will hopefully motivate us to 
live in such a way as to some day spend eternity with 
God in heaven. "Where are the dead?" is a legitimate 
question and one that deserves our reflection. 

Definitions 
What Is Man? Unless we know what man is, we are 
not in position to consider what happens to man 
when he dies. A human is a composite being. He is a 
dual being, composed of both a body and a spirit. 
The physical body is derived from the dust of the 
ground and back to the dust it shall ultimately return 
(Gen. 2:7; 3:19). Further, man has infused into his 
body directly from God a spirit or soul. This is that 
imperishable aspect of the human being that was cre
ated in the very image of God. It is that eternal ele
ment which departs the body in death Oob 32:8; 
Eccl. 12:7; Zech. 12:1; Dan. 7:15).1 

What Is Life? Life may be viewed under two cat
egories -physical life and spiritual life. The essen
tial characteristic of death is "separation." The essen
tial element of life is "union." Thus, spiritual life is 
that state of being united with God in a Father/child 
relationship. Physical life, on the other hand, is 
union of body and spirit. When these elements of 
body and. spirit are joined together, they constitute 
life for the individual human. 

What Is Death? When the body and spi rit are 
separated, the resulting condition is death. James 
states that "the body apart from the spirit is dead" 
Oames 2:26). The basic meaning of death, whether 
physical or spiritual, is separation. Never does the 
Bible use death in the sense of extinction, ann ihila
tion, or cessation of one's existence. It is simply and 
solely separation - separation of the body (the 
flesh) and the spirit {the immortal entity). Thus 
death is the condition subsisting when the spirit is no 
longer in the body. 

These defin itions of man, life, and death, al
though brief, are vital to a proper understanding of 
life after death. Man is composed of both body and 
spirit. Life of a person is the union of this body and 
spirit. Separation of body and spirit equals death for 
the physical body. The body was formed from the 
dust of the ground, and it will return to its original 
composition in death. A mortal, corruptible thing, it 
must undergo the natural effects of its character and 
composition. If the physical body returns to the dust 

(co11tinued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

At Year's End 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

T he month of December brings us to the 
end of another year of service and sac
rifice, but also of joyful anticipation. 

We look beyond the pale of time and, w ith the 
eye of faith, see a glorious, indescribable spirit
world where the redeemed of all ages stand per
fected . May we everyone "buffet our bodies 
and bring them into bondage" so that when we 
come to the end of the way we can join Paul in 
saying, "I have fought the good fight, I have fin
ished the course, I have kept the faith." 

We have a race to run and must strain to cross the finish line a 
victor. That involves the kind of supreme effort demanded of 
those who fight the good fight. There is a prize before us on which 
it is required of us that we lay hold on it and never- no never
release our grip. Keeping the faith is not easy, but, if we ever ex
pect to join "the choir invisible, whose music is the gladness of the 
world," the bruise of battle is necessary. But even now there is 
sweet peace within as we brave the raging storm of life and feel no 
alarm. 

"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for sowing, 
shall doubtless come again with joy, bringing his sheaves with 
him." 

The clock ticks away another year on the calendar of time, and 
"salvation is nearer to us than when we first believed." This is a 
season when mortals make resolutions, which some, I fear, never 
really intend to keep. There is nothing wrong with making noble 
resolutions - re-dedication to the highest principles men may 
know is wise and worthy. 

This is a good time to review the purpose of publishing this 
paper and to re-affirm out commitment to truth and righteous
ness. It is not always convenient to plan, print, and distribute a 40 
page monthly magazine. At times the effort required seems more 
than our strength can handle, but each issue is prepared and rolls 
from the press to the post office, with the humble prayer that only 
good will is done. 

From a financial point of view, the production of the paper is 
profitless. All who labor to bring out each issue do so without fi
nancial remuneration .. . we are not doing this for pay. We have a 
higher motive. We are doing this in the earnest hope that it will 
make a contribution to the sum total of human purpose and happi
ness. It is an altruistic enterprise. 



Here is what moves us. 
The church Jesus planned and built is more precious than 

earth and all that is in it. The church was purchased by the inno
cent blood of the Lamb of God (Acts 20:29; Eph. 5:25). You can
not fancy a more invaluable institution than one that was pur
chased at so great a cost. The lash of the whip, the crown of 
thorns, the heavy cross, the agony of crucifixion all speak volumes 
of the price that Jesus paid for the church. "By his stripes we are 
healed" and added to the called-out - the ekklesia - the church, 
which is Jesus' body, and of which he is the Savior (Eph. 5:23). We 
pledge our allegiance to that divine society of believers. 

Every redeemed man, woman, boy, or girl is "bought with a 
price," and added by the hand of God to the church. Each saved 
person is precious to every other saved person. We care deeply for 
one another because of our common heritage. Our children and 
their children after them are of inestimable value to us. We want 
our babies to have the same rich spiritual anointing that we enjoy. 
We pledge our allegiance to one another. 

The church, which is the sum total of the saved, is under at
tack. The formidable forces of evil wage an all-out war against 
truth, which is the seed of the church. If truth is lost, the church is 
lost. If the church is lost, rising generations will suffer. Of course, 
there can always be a restoration, but in the chaos between depar
ture and returning multiplied millions may be lost. 

Paul warned elders in the first-century church that "from 
among your own selves men shall arise speaking perverse things, 
to draw away the disciples after them" (Acts 20:30). His admoni
tion was to watch. 

We have a profound obligation to watch and be on guard "lest 
haply we drift." Paul told his young friend, "0 Timothy, guard 
that which is committed unto thee, turning away from the profane 
babblings and oppositions of the knowledge which is falsely so 
called; which some professing have erred concerning the faith. 
Grace be with you" (1 Tim. 6:20-21). That charge is our charge, 
too. We are to watch and guard. We are not merely observers of 
events, but we are defenders and protectors. It is our solemn obli
gation before God "to contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered unto the saints" Uude 3 ). 

The price of truth, like the price of liberty, is "eternal vigi
lance." 

In the mistaken notion that they are doing God a service, there 
are capable and influential people within the brotherhood even 
now that speak perverse things and draw away the disciples. 

The Firm Foundation is dedicated to supporting the Bible as 
God-breathed writing. It is our unswerving aim to proclaim sacred 
scripture as the word of the Almighty and, in its original manu
scripts,-tQ be free of error- alleged contradictions quickly disap
pear upon investigation. 

The emphasis of the new covenant is salvation. The plan of re
demptio,n (hear, believe, repent, confess, and be baptized to receive 
remission of sins) fulfills the prophetic purpose of "the law of the 
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Spirit of life in Christ Jesus." Jeremiah foretold that 
the new contract God intended to offer to mankind 
would be superior because of the gracious promise "I 
will put my law in their inward parts, and in their heart 
will I write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people: and they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know j e
hovah; for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them unto the greatest of them, saith j ehovah: for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no 
more" Uer. 31:33-34). 

This is transcendently important . . . no other 
consideration excels it. More important than money, 
power, and earthy pleasure is the forgiveness of sins 
and the hope of being folded into God's everlasting 
kingdom in heaven- to sit down with Jesus in his 
throne. 

There are powerful forces at work trying to deni
grate the Bible, and seem unaware they are robbing 
people of the prospect of sharing in timeless and 
boundless bliss. That seems incredible, but it is true 
-indisputably true. There are governments devoted 
to imaginations and high things that exalt themselves 
against knowledge of God. These must be cast down 
(2 Cor. 10:5). There are educational institutions that 
seek to secularize the entire world and drive out all 
thought of God. These organizations subtly pollute 
their associates. 

4 

Salvation 

OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience - james 2:14-26 
• Repent - Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial - immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 
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This is not an alarmist cry or vacant warning. It is 
a simple statement of truth. The unsuspecting 
quickly become the dupes of those who vainly try to 
kill God. It is imperative that we maintain our spiri
tual equilibrium and steadfastly refuse these gainsay
ers while boldly declaring the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. 

Watch out! 
The witting foes of the man from Galilee are de

termined to crucify him afresh. 
The unwitting are mute - making no protest 

and by their silence consent to the shameful deed. 
"For many walk, of whom I told you often, and 

now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ: whose end is perdition, whose 
god is the belly, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who mind earthly things" (Phil. 3:18-19). 

The Firm Foundation will continue to thought
fully and courteously expose error and present Bible 
studies calculated to edify the saints. We have malice 
toward none and charity for all. 

If you have resources to contribute toward mak
ing the paper more widespread and effective, I 
would like to hear from you. Call me, Buster Dobbs, 
at 281469-3102. We need your help. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Where Are the Dead? 
(continued from page 1) 

from whence it was taken, what happens to the 
spirit? Where does the spirit or soul of man go at 
death? 

Erroneous Answers 
There are many erroneous views within religious so
ciety given in answer to the question, "Where are the 
dead?" Let us consider briefly a few of these errors. 

What do atheists say? Atheists deny the existence 
of God. Consequently they do not believe man is a 
created being. They maintain that humans evolved 
from lower life forms and cannot be a dual being, 
composed of both body and soul. Thus there is no 
spiritual (non-physical) entity such as a soul that de
parts when man dies. When a person dies, the cem
etery is as far as anyone goes. There is nothing be
yond the grave. 

What do materialists say? Some religious folk 
are, in reality, materialists. Like the atheists they be
lieve man is wholly mortal. Even though these 
people believe in God and have religious convictions 
they still insist that at death the soul's destiny is the 
grave. Nothing exists beyond death for any person. 
They consequently deny any future rewards or pun
ishments in afterlife. The ancient Sadducees are rep
resentative of this group. They repudiated any exist
ence of life after death. Josephus, a first-century Jew
ish historian, states that the Sadducees taught their 
"souls die with the bodies" (cf. Matt. 22:23-33).2 

What do cultists say? Some cultic groups, such as 
the Jehovah's Witnesses, maintain that at death the 
soul goes to sleep. They teach a doctrine commonly 
known as "soul sleeping" wherein there is no con
scious existence after death for the righteous or the 
wicked. At the resurrection the righteous are re
turned to a state of consciousness and clothed with 
eternal Jife. The wicked, on the other hand, are anni
hilated and so never experience any conscious, eter
nal punishment (cf. Matt. 25:46; 2 Thess. 1:7-9).3 

What do Catholics say? The Catholic Church 
maintains that the spirit, in its release from the body 
at death, passes into a place called "purgatory." It is 
here that the soul, for a period of time, undergoes a 
process of purging or purification for the punish
ment of sins. When sufficient suffering has been 
done to compensate for wrongdoing, the spirit is re-

leased and allowed to enter heaven. Suffice it to say 
that there is not the remotest hint of such a doctrine 
anywhere within God's word (cf. 2 John 9). 

What do reincarnationists say? Hindus and Bud
dhists and other Eastern religions teach the doctrine 
of reincarnation. They believe that after a person 
dies his or her soul enters another mortal body to 
live on earth again. Life for the individual goes 
around in cycles of birth, death, and rebirth into an
other body. They die over and over again until they 
reach a state of perfection. The Bible says, however, 
that "it is appointed unto men once to die, and after 
this cometh the judgment" (Heb. 9:27). 

What do the· misinformed say? Whereas some, 
both within and without the Lord's church, have a 
scriptural view of man's spiritual nature and afterlife 
in an eternal abode, they remain uninformed as to 
where man's spirit resides between death and the fi
nal judgment. These contend that at death the soul 
goes immediately to its eternal destiny, heaven or 
hell. This is not what the Bible teaches. One's spirit 
does not enter his eternal abode at the moment of 
death. Ra~her, there is an intermediate state to which 
the soul departs to await the bodily resurrection and 
the final verdict of the judgment. 

Paradise 
As Jesus hung suspended on the cross between the 
two thieves one of them said, "Remember me when 
thou comest in thy kingdom." Our Lord replied, 
''Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise" (Luke 23:42-43). Jesus and the penitent 
thief journeyed to Paradise on that day following 
their death. Three days later, on the day of his resur
rection, Jesus stated to Mary, one of the woman who 
discovered the empty tomb, "Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended unto the Father" Uohn 20: 17). 

Jesus had died three days earlier and had gone to 
Paradise. At the time he conversed with Mary, how
ever, he had not ascended to his heavenly Father as 
he eventually would do (Mark 16:19; 1 Pet. 3:22). 
This informs us that Jesus had not yet entered 
heaven even though he had been to Paradise. Thus, 
in Luke 23:43 Paradise is not a reference to heaven.4 

Is there anything in the scriptures that indicates 
where the Paradise is that Jesus went on the day of 
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his death? There is. On the day of Pentecost Peter 
demonstrates from Psalm 16 that David prophesied 
concerning the resurrection of Christ: "He farseeing 
this spake of the resurrection of the Christ, that nei
ther was he left unto Hades, nor.did his flesh see cor
ruption" (Acts 2:31). Two things follow from this 
statement: (1) Our Lord's body would not be left in 
the grave until it decomposed; (2) His spirit would 
not remain in Hades. If our Lord's spirit would not 
remain in Hades it is obvious that it had been there. 
But his spirit had also been in Paradise. Thus, we 
conclude that Paradise is in Hades but neither is a 
reference to heaven. 

Hades 
In Luke 16:19-31 there is the narrative pertaining to 
the deaths and destinies of the rich man and Lazarus 
the beggar. Both men died, and both their disembod
ied spirits went to the Hadean realm. They both, 
however, ended up in two different places in Hades. 
The angels transported Lazarus into '~braham's bo
som" where he was "comforted." The rich man, on 
the other hand, was confined to a. "place of torment" 
and remained "in anguish in this flame. "5 

Hades primarily means "the unseen, or invisible 
world." The place of departed souls, though unseen 
to people on earth, is not unseen to God. Always, in 
the New Testament, Hades signifies only the region 
of disembodied spirits. The grave denotes only the 
receptacle of the body. 6 

Abraham,s Bosom. This expression was of clear 
significance to every Jew within the first century. For 
many centuries in the Near East it has been custom-

6 
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ary for people to recline at low tables when eating. 
The host would be at the head of the table whereas 
the guest of honor was seated on the right next to 
him. Thus, one is said to be "in the host's bosom." 
The expression later came to be a biblical idiom 
which figuratively indicates a place of prominence 
and honor (cf. John 1:18; 13:23). So, to be in 
'~braham's bosom" was to be exalted to the highest 
possible place of honor and preeminence. It conveys 
that Lazarus was now in warm and respected fellow
ship with Abraham. 

Great Gulf. "And besides all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf [chasm, NIV] fixed, that they 
that would pass from hence to you may not be able, 
and that none may cross over from thence to us" 
(Luke 16:26). It is important to note that after one 
dies it is too late to change the course of one's eter
nal destiny. When death comes and one's spirit en
ters into Hades, the "great gulf" between the saved 
and the lost is permanently "fixed" so that one can
not alter his spiritual state or condition. One deter
mines his eternal destiny by the way he lives upon 
earth in the physical body (2 Cor. 5:1 0). 

Tartarus 
In offering proof that God's judgment against the 
wicked is inevitable, the apostle Peter states that 
"God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and committed them to pits of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment" (2 Pet. 2:4; 
cf. Jude 6). The word translated "hell" in this pas
sage is from the verb form of tartarosa and occurs 
only this one time in the Greek New Testament. It 
means "to cast into Tartarus." The word is used in 
Greek mythology of the place of imprisonJ;llent and 
Divine punishment for the souls of wicked men after 
death.7 Brother Guy N. Woods comments as follows: 

It seems likely that Peter, writing in Greek, 
and to people who would be disposed to un
derstand the words of the language in their 
ordinary signification, here used the word in 
its usual import, and that by it he intended to 
convey the idea that these wicked angels were 
thrust down to such an abode to await the 
judgment of the great day. Inasmuch as the na
ture of the place is the same as that which 
characterized the rich man in torment in Ha
des, separated by a great gulf from the righ
teous there (Luke 16:23-26), it is reasonable 
to assume that the places are the same, a~d 
that tartarus is that compartment in the 
Hadean realm where wicked spirits are re
served (kept in restraint) until the day of th~r 
final condemnation is at hand. 8 



Conclusion 
In summary note what has been learned: Life is the 
union of body and spirit. Death is their separation. 
At death the body goes into the grave to decompose 
into dust. The spirit makes its way into the Hadean 
realm. "Hades" is a general term inspired writers 
used to designate the place where both the righteous 
and unrighteous go at death. It is divided into two 
compartments. The spirits of the righteous pass into 
the compartment called "Paradise" or ''Abraham's 
bosom" where they are "comforted." The spirits of 
the unrighteous go into the Hadean realm as well but 
into the part designated as a "place of torment" or 
"Tartarus." Between these two areas in Hades there 
is a "great gulf," prohibiting any passage from one 
area to the other. Alexander Campbell offers the gist 
of it as follows: 

In hades, then, the receptacle of all the dead, 
there are rewards and punishments. There is a 
paradise, or an Abraham,s bosom, and there is 
a Tartarus, in which the evil angels are 
chained, and the spirits of the wicked men en
gulfed. Hence, Dives [the rich man, SW] in 
Tartarus, and Lazarus in Abraham,s bosom, 
were both in Hades. Jesus and the converted 
thief were together in Hades, while they were 
together in Paradise.9 

Anticipating what will happen on the day of 
judgment inspiration records that "death and Hades 
gave up the dead that were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works" (Rev. 
20:13 ). It is at this time that all souls will leave the 
Hadean realm unto "life" or "damnation" Uohn 
5 :28-29). This is to be understood, of course, in har
mony with the great judgment scene itself where the 
entire human race stands before the Son of God to 
hear the sentencing of their final abode: ''And these 
shall go away into eternal punishment; but the righ
teous into eternal life" (Matt. 25 :46). The question 
we have posed is this: Where are the dead? The bibli
cal answer is that they are in Hades waiting for the 
great and final Day of Judgment. 

Endnotes 
1. The terms "soul" and "spirit" are used in different senses 
within the Scriptures. For a summary of these uses see Wayne 
Jackson, Bible Words and Theological Terms Made Easy 
(Stockton, CA: Courier Publications, 2002}, pp. 168-169. 
2. Flavius Josephus, The Works of Josephus, trans. William 
Whiston (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1987), p. 4 77. 
3. The term "sleep," when used in the contexts of death in the 
Scriptures, always refers to the physical body and not the 
soul. Sleep is an appropriate figure of speech for the death of 
the body since the body takes on the appearance of sleep ( cf. 

Dan. 12:2). See Norman Geisler and Ron Rhodes, When Cult
ists Ask: A Popular Handbook on Cultic Misinterpretations 
(Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1997}, p. 179. 
4. The Greek term paradeisos (paradise) etymologically re
fers to a "pleasure garden" which refers to an enclosure, a 
royal park, or a garden with a wall. The term is found three 
times in the New Testament to denote a place of great bless
ings. In Luke 23:43 the reference is to that intermediate state 
of the righteous dead which precedes the final day and the 
resurrection of the body. In 2 Corinthians 12:4 and Revelation 
2:7 the reference seems to be to heaven itself, the final abode 
of the faithful. One must remember that a word can take on 
different senses, depending upon the context in which it is 
found. See Johannes P. Louw and Eugene A. Nida, Greek-En
glish of the New Testament, vol. 1, (New York: United Bible 
Societies, 1989}, p. 5. 
5. Some try to skirt the teaching of this passage pertaining to 
the Hadean realm by pointing out that this is a parable. But 
scholarship is divided as to whether or not this is a parable or 
a narrative relating a historical event concerning real people. 
This writer's conviction is that the teaching expressed within 
this passage concerning Hades is true whether it is a parable 
or not. What one should understand concerning a parable is 
that it is always "confined to that which is real. Its imagery 
always embodies a narrative which is true to the facts and ex
periences of human life." Milton S. Terry, Biblical Herme
neutics (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, n.d.), p. 276. 
6. Perry B. Cotham, After Death ... What Then? (Grand Prai
rie, TX: By the author, 1814 Santa Cruz, 1970), pp. 17-18. 
7. Sometimes translators can obscure the meaning of passages 
by not consistently translating certain words in such a way as 
to distinguish them from other terms in the original language. 
For example the KN has Jesus going to "hell," the rich man 
lifting up his eyes in "hell," and God casting down angels to 
"hell" (Acts 2:27,31; Luke 16:23; 2 Pet. 2:4). Yet none ofthe 
passages are in reference to Gehenna which denotes the final 
abode of the wicked in the unquenchable fire of hell (Mark 
9:43). In a study such as this the student must be careful to 
distinguish between words such as Hades (and its counterpart 
in Hebrew, Sheol), Gehenna, and Tartarus. 
8. Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the New Testament 
Epistles of Peter, John, and Jude (Nashville: Gospel Advo
cate, 1976), p. 166. 
9. Alexander Campbell, The Living Oracles (Nashville: Gos
pel Advocate, reprint 1976}, p. 59 in appendix. 
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Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets 
Eliiah 

By Jack Lewis, Ph.D. 

Omri, commander of Israel's army, was ap
pointed king by his troops when Elah had 
been assassinated by Zimri (1 Kings 16:15-

16). Zimri reigned only seven days in Tirzah which 
was the early capital of Israel. When Omri besieged 
Tirzah, Zimri realizing the hopelessness of his situa
tion, committed suicide by burning his palace with 
himself in it. Omri also had conflict with Tibni 
whom some of the people of Israel had chosen as 
king, but Tibni died (1 Kings 16:21). 

Omri reigned for 12 years which seem to have 
been prosperous ones for Israel. Half of these were 
in Tirzah and the other half in Samaria which hill he 
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bought from Shemer. Samaria was more defensible 
than Tirzah, and it was more open to trade with Tyre 
and Sidon. Omri must have been a king of interna
tional stature though little space is given him in the 
Bible. The Assyrians for generations spoke of the 
kings of Israel as "Sons of Omri," and spoke of the 
land as "Omri land." The writer of the Book of 
Kings, however, gives an adverse verdict on his reign 
as it does of all the northern kings. 

Omri was followed on the throne of Samaria by 
his son Ahab who gets the adverse verdict that he 
"did evil in the sight of the Lord more than all that 
were before him" (1 Kings 16:30). A special trans
gression is seen in his marrying J ezebel the daughter 
of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians. Ahab. is said to 
have erected an altar to Baal in the house of Baal that 
he built in Samaria (1 Kings 16:32). No one would 
question that he built it to please J ezebel. 

Elijah appears unannounced on the scene as a 
full-grown individual active as a prophet in the days 
of King Ahab of Israel in the ninth century B.C., 
about a hundred years before the prophet Amos. 
Nothing is said of his ancestry or his posterity; how
ever, he is never described like Melchizedek is as be
ing without father or mother or beginning of days 
(cf. Heb. 7:3). No call to be a prophet is narrated for 
him. He is introduced in the Greek Bible as Elijah the 
Tishbite, of Tishbe (Hebrew: "Of the settlers") in 
Gilead (1 Kings 17: 1). The name "Elijah" means 
"My God is the Lord." The name is the opposite of 
the name Joel which is "the Lord is God." "The 
Tishbite" is the sort of name given a person who is 
away from that territory. A parallel would be "the· 
Shunammite" (1 Kings 1:3; 2:17, 22; 2 Kings 4:12, 
25, 36). 

Elijah is described on one occasion as wearing a 
garment of haircloth with a girdle of leather about 
his loins (2 Kings 1 :8; cf. Zech. 13:4). Mtich'later, 
John the baptist was clothed similarly (Matt. 3:4). 

Mter we are told that Ahab, in his 22-year reign, 
did evil in the sight of the Lord more tha'n all the 
kings who were before him (1 Kings 16:30), Elijah 



suddenly appears on the scene. Among the great sins 
of Ahab was his marriage to Jezebel, daughter of 
Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians. Ahab erected an altar 
for Baal, and he made an Asherah. An Asherah was a 
symbol of a female deity, in this case the consort of 
Baal. Jehu got the confidence of the people by telling 
them that Ahab is said to have served Baal a little but 
he would serve him much (2 Kings 10:18). 

A case can be made for prophets appearing in 
times of crisis in Israel. Samuel was active when Is
rael was threatened by the Philistines. Elijah was the 
defender of the worship of the Lord against the 
threatening invasion of Baal worship which had 
royal support. 

Elijah was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom. 
Since those kings are passed over in silence by the 
writer of the books of Chronicles except where they 
interacted with contemporary southern kings, Elijah 
plays no significant role in Chronicles. In fact, he is 
mentioned only once and that is when he is said to 
have written a letter to king Jehoram (2 Chron. 
21:12). Because Jehoram had walked in the ways of 
the kings of Israel, the Lord would bring a great sick
ness on him. Jehoram suffered an incurable disease 
and departed with "no one's regret" after eight 
years' reign (2 Chron. 21:20). 

Baal was worshiped as the god who gave rain. 
Elijah's first reported act was to announce to Ahab 
that it would not rain for three years except at 
Elijah's word. It was a strike against the belief in 
Baal's control of rain. The Pentateuch had threat
ened drought as a punishment for failure to follow 
the Lord (Deut. 11:17; 28:23). Solomon in his 
prayer of dedication of the temple alludes to such a 
danger (1 Kings 8:35). 

Elijah was ordered by the Lord to hide himself at 
the brook Cherith east of the Jordan where he would 
drink of the brook while the Lord had commanded 
the ravens to feed him. In time, the brook dried up 
due to the drought (1 Kings 17:4-7). 

Elijah was next ordered to go out of Israel to 
Zarephath in the territory of Sidon (1 Kings 17:8-9). 
This place would be in the area of Lebanon today 
and is called Seraphand. It is located between Tyre 
and Sidon. There Elijah encountered a widow who 
was gathering sticks for fuel. He asked her to bring 
him a little water to drink, and she went to get it. But 
he then asked her for a piece of bread. 

The widow's reply was that she had nothing ex
cept a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a 
bottle. She was gathering sticks to prepare a last meal 

for her son and herself. Once they had eaten that 
meal, they would then starve. 

Elijah encouraged her not to be afraid. She 
should make him a little cake first and afterward sup
ply herself and her son. He promised her that the 
meal would not give out nor would the oil fail until 
the Lord gave rain. 

The woman did as Elijah said. Both he and her 
house ate for many days. The meal and the oil never 
gave out. Jesus rated this non-Jewish woman's faith 
an example of a prophet being honored out of his 
own country, but also as one of the great examples of 
faith of all time. 

There were many widows in Israel in the days 
of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three 
years and six months, when there was a great 
famine over all the land; and Elijah was sent 
to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the 
land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow 
(Luke 4:25). 

But the Lord was not through with this widow. 
Her son became ill and had stopped breathing (1 
Kings 17: 17). She rebuked Elijah for having come to 
bring her sin to remembrance and for having caused 
the death of her son. Elijah took the boy, carried him 
up to his own room, and prayed, "0 Lord my God, 
hast thou brought calamity even upon the widow 
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son"? 

Three times he stretched himself upon the child 
while he· prayed, "0 Lord my God, let this child's 
soul come into him again" (1 Kings 17:21). The Lord 
granted his prayer. Elijah took the child downstairs 
and presented him to his mother. Her grateful re
sponse was, "Now I know that you are a man of 
God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is 
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truth" (1 Kings 17:24). "Man of God" is one of the 
alternate terms for a prophet. The writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews in discussing faith comments, 
"Women received their dead by resurrection" (Heb. 
11:35). 

Miracle-working power is not ascribed to the 
mass of Hebrew prophets. Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, 
and Isaiah are exceptions. The other prophets had 
revelations from God, but otherwise their deeds 
were not extraordinary. 

The three years of drought passed by. Elijah was 
then commissioned to show himself to Ahab in 
preparation for the coming of rain (1 Kings 18:1}. 
The drought had been severe. Elijah first encoun
tered Obadiah who was over Ahab's household -
that is - he was the prime minister of the northern 
kingdom. Obadiah was a God-fearing man and had 
saved a hundred prophets of the Lord from Jezebel's 
wrath by hiding them by fifties in caves and by sup
plying them bread and water. During Israel's desper
ate need, Obadiah was sent by Ahab to search half 
the land for springs of water in hopes of finding 
grass so that the horses and mules could be kept 
alive. Ahab was searching the other half of the land. 
They were desperate. 

Elijah met Obadiah and was recognized by him. 
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Elijah sent Obadiah to tell Ahab that Elijah had come. 
Obadiah felt that he was being sent to his death. There 
was no nation or kingdom where Ahab had not sought 
for Elijah. Elijah assured Obadiah with an oath that he 
would show himself to Ahab that day. 

Ahab met Elijah with the somber greeting, "Is it 
you, you troubler of Israel?" (1 Kings 18:17). Ahab 
sees Elijah as provoking the wrath of Baal in his 
bringing on the drought. He sees Elijah's blaspheme 
against Baal as unpunished. Wicked people have al
ways blamed righteous people for causing their prob
lems. Elijah assured Ahab that it was Ahab, not 
Elijah, who was the troubler. Ahab had forsaken the 
Lord and had followed the Baals. 

Elijah urged Ahab to assemble at Mount Carmel 
all Israel and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 
prophets of Asherah who were fed at Jezebel's table. 
There Elijah challenged the people, "How long will 
you go limping between two different opinions? If 
the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him" (1 Kings 18:21). 

Elijah proposed a contest with the prophets of 
Baal acting first since they were more numerous and 
he was only one. Nothing more at this time is said of 
the prophets of Asherah. Each party would take their 
bull and prepare it for sacrifice but would use no 
fire. They would call on their god for fire. The 
prophets prepared their sacrifice and called, "0 Baal, 
answer us!" There was no answer. They limped 
about the altar while Elijah mocked them, "Either he 
is musing, or he has gone aside, or he is on a journey, 
or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened." The 
prophets lashed themselves, cried aloud, and carried 
on until the time of the offering of the evening sacri
fice; but no answer came. 

Elijah then repaired the altar of the Lord with 
twelve stones, one for each of the tribes of Israel. He 
built a trench about the altar. He prepared his animal 
for sacrifice. Then he had the people to pour water 
repeatedly on the offering and on the wood - three 
times, twelve containers in all -until the trench was 
filled. Elijah then called on the Lord, and fire fell on 
the sacrifice even consuming the water in the trench. 
The people fell on their faces crying, "The Lord, he 
is God; the Lord, he is God." 

Elijah ordered the slaughter of the prophets of 
Baal. They were brought down to the book Kishon 
and killed. The Law of Moses prescribed the death 
penalty for any prophet who attempted to seduce Is
rael to serve other gods (Deut. 13:15). Elijah was 
obeying the law. 



Elijah could now tell Ahab to finish the sacrificial 
meal for it was about to rain. If Baal controlled rain, 
rain certainly would not be expected after the total 
defeat of Baal's prophets. Elijah prayed for rain bow
ing down on the earth with his face between his 
knees (1 Kings 18:42). Elijah sent his servant to look 
toward the sea from which rain clouds could be ex
pected to develop. At first the servant saw nothing, 
but after seven trips he reported a cloud the size of a 
man's hand rising out of the sea. Elijah then warned 
Ahab to hurry home lest the rain stop him. As Ahab 
rode the seventeen miles to Jezreel, Elijah ran before 
him (1 Kings 18:44-46). 

The prayer of a righteous man has great power in 
its effects. Elijah was a man of like nature with our
selves, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it did not rain. 
Then he prayed again and the heavens gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth its fruit Oames 5:16-18). 

Paul prayed three times about the thorn in the 
flesh he had (2 Cor. 12:8); Elijah prayed seven times 
before there was rain (1 Kings 18:43-44). His ex
ample has much to say about persistence in prayer. 

Ahab is in some sense an enigmatic figure. He 
names his children Yahweh names: Ahaziah, J ehoram, 
and Athaliah, not Baal names. There were unnamed 
groups of prophets, apparently prophets of the Lord 
during his reign. Obadiah, his chief official, saved and 
sustained a hundred of them from the wrath of J ezebel 
(1 Kings 18:13). An unnamed prophet advised Ahab 
in his war with Ben-hadad (1 Kings 20:13). The 
prophet also warned him that Ben-hadad would at
tack the next year (1 Kings 20 :22). A man of God gave 
him advice that enabled him to win a victory (1 Kings 
20:28). Yet another denounced him for making a cov
enant with Ben-hadad and letting him go (1 Kings 
20:35-43). 

These are all different from the four hundred 
that misled him into his fatal battle with Ben-hadad 
(1 Kings 22). Apparently, Ahab was trying to keep a 
foot on both sides of the religious fence and serve 
both God and Baal. 

The Book of Revelation speaks of two witnesses 
who prophesy whom it does not explicitly identify 
by name. They have power to shut the sky so that 1t 
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does not rain, and power to tum waters into blood 
(Rev. 11 :6). It is a conjecture that the two are Moses 
and Elijah. One deals with rain; the other turns wa
ter to blood. 

What do we learn from Eliiah? 
Courage. Elijah did not hesitate to stand alone 
against the wrath of Ahab and J ezebel even in the 
danger of his life. The Lord needs people who will 
stand alone if necessary. For example: David 
Lipscomb and the instrumental people in Nashville 
- it was said that there would have to be a funeral 
before the instrumental cause would make progress 
in Nashville. 

The Power of Prayer. This is the message deduced 
form Elijah's career by the Epistle of James. There 
was not only the prayer over rain, but also the prayer 
over the widow's son. People ought to pray and not 
faint (Luke 18:1). 

Making up your mind: "How long will you go 
limping with two different opinions?" (1 Kings 
18:21). 
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What Does It Cost to Be a Christian? 
By Alan Caudle 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it?" (Luke 

14:28). 
· Many times, children of God find it difficult to 

understand why those outside of Christ do not or 
will not submit themselves to the gospel, even when 
the urgency of accepting God's soul-saving plan is 
presented to them in the clearest of terms. Aside 
from the problem of those who feel they have al
ready been "saved" through the misguidance of de
nominational dogma, it is indeed a wonder why most 
morally good people do not gladly accept the Bible's 
teaching concerning God's great and only way of sal
vation. 

But the devil understands why ... and within his 
arsenal of evil endeavors is the proliferation of the 
belief that it costs too much to be a Christian - too 
many denials of self, too many pleasures lost, too 
much fun to be missed. Young people especially are 
vulnerable to such thoughts, and may find them
selves asking, "Is it true? Is there a price? How much 
is it? If I become a Christian, will I be happy?" The 
God-given answers and their subsequent lessons are 
vitally important to the souls of young and old alike. 

there Is a Cost to Discipleship. 
It would be deceitful to say that there is no cost, no 
price to pay in becoming a Christian and living the 
Christian life. Jesus himself said that one should 
"count the cost." It would also be false to say that sin 
has no pleasures. Hebrews 11:25 speaks of those 
who choose "rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season." There is pleasure in sin, but it is not of 
long duration ... it is only for a short time. 
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In view of the fact that a cost is involved, some
one might ask: How much must I love the Lord and 
what must I be willing to sacrifice in order to pay the 
cost of being a Christian? The answers can be found 
in two passages of the Bible. The first, in Matthew 
22:37: "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind." The second, in Romans 
12:1-2: "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove, what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God." 

The law of service demands that one follow 
Christ, as can be seen in Matthew 16:24: "Then said 
Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me." These truths are essential for those who 
would pay the price to take on the name of Christ ... 
to serve and follow him all the days of their lives. 

The First Cost Is to Inform Oneself. 
The builder of the tower, in Luke 14:28, is told to sit 
down and count the cost. Certainly, it would be fool
ish to do otherwise. A builder must have that infor
mation to determine whether he can complete his 
endeavor. He must be well informed to begin and 
finish the work he has planned to do. 

In much the same way, we must inform ourselves 
concerning the Christian life. The apostle Paul was 
concerned with this in 2 Timothy 2:15, when he 
urged, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di- · 
viding the word of truth." Informing ourselves is a 
life-long process that leads to the richest of rewards. 

the Second Cost Is to Transform Oneself."· 
The aforementioned passage of Romans 12:2 teaches 
this very thing. When a person becomes a Ch~jstian 
... when he is purified and redeemed by the blood of 
Christ ... a great transformation occurs in his llfe. If 
this change does not happen, a conversion has not 



taken place. The soul is purified when the heart's de
sires are changed and altered, from that of evil to 
that of righteousness, transformed through obedi
ence to God's word: "Seeing ye have purified your 
souls in obeying the truth through the spirit unto un
feigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one an
other with a pure heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1 :22). His 
word must dwell in our minds and control our ac
tions: "Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly in 
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms ~nd hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatso
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus,. giving thanks to God and the Father by 
him" (Col. 3: 16-17). We must inform ourselves as to 
what the Lord wants us to be in order for a transfor
mation to take place. Notice the required change is 
not something done to us, but something we do -
except, of course, for the forgiveness of sins, which is 
an act that takes place in the mind of God. 

The Third Cost Is to Deny Oneself. 
There is no sin more prevalent than selfishness. Yet 
Jesus taught, in Matthew 16:24, that a person should 
"deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me." 
Those guilty of selfishness cannot worship God as 
they ought, nor will they be interested in helping 
others as expected. It is no wonder that so many fail 
to worship and serve Jehovah as sincere, consecrated 
Christians, when they desire everything for them
selves (including money, pleasures, talents, love, de
sires and glory) and little or nothing for their Heav
enly Father. The story of the rich young ruler should 
be a well-remembered lesson, along with the fearful 
fact that one who refuses to renounce the world will 
also be renounced by Christ. 

The Fourth Cost Is to Lose Oneself. 
Jesus taught a vital truth in John 12:25, when he ex
claimed, "He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal." The meaning is simple - one who loves his 
life too much will live for things of short duration 
(the pleasures of this earth), with little or no thought 
·of eternity. But the person who is willing to give up 
the "good things" in this life ... who "loses his life" 
for Christ and his cause .. . shall find a home eternal 
in heaven. 

~e you engrossed in his work, in talking to oth
ers about their souls' condition, in trying to influence 
others. by your conduct and righteous living? If so, 
you can say that you are losing your life. If you are 

willing to suffer rebuke and ridicule while you stand 
for the right, you are losing your life for Christ •.• 
and one day you will find it in eternity. The more we 
do for others (and for Jesus), the more we lose our
selves in self-forgetful service. 

It is essential that we count the cost of serving 
Christ, for it does cost something. We must be in
formed, we must be transformed, we must learn and 
determine to deny ourselves as Jesus teaches, and we 
must lose ourselves in service to the Saviour. Only 
then can we ever enjoy and understand the Christian 
life and the pleasures to be found therein. 
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Where Should We Place Our E111phasis? 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

T here are some of our brethren who believe 
that the "sole" and "only" correct way to 
evaluate one's work is to count the number 

of baptisms. These people hold their work above ev
ery one else's work. Is their view right? No. Consider 
the following: 

Baptism Is Important 
I do not want to diminish the importance and neces
sity of baptism. Baptism is the final step that takes 
one outside of Christ and puts him into Christ (Rom. 
6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27; 1 Cor. 12:13). F.F. Bruce wrote, 
"The idea of an unbaptized Christian is not enter
tained in the New Testament." 

The apostle Paul taught that all Christians have 
been baptized (Rom. 6:3 - "all we"; 1 Cor. 12:13 
-"we all"). There is no such thing as an unbaptized 
Christian. Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16), 
brings remission of sins (Acts 2:38), saves us (Mark 
16:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), and brings one into contact with 
Christ's saving blood (Rom. 6:3-4; Eph. 1:3-7). 

We Must Use Wisdom. 
Realizing these facts about baptism, some misguided 
brethren are too quick and too pushy to get people 
into the water. They are especially too quick to get 
young people baptized. They feel great and wonder
ful when someone is baptized (Rom. 10:15). 

But I am convinced, and it is very evident, that 
not enough teaching has been given before they pro
ceed into the water - some are baptized and never 
return to the assembly of the church. It is obvious 
that the person has been converted to baptism or to 
the one doing the teaching and not to the Lord. As 
one preacher has said, "They go down into the water 
a dry sinner and come up a wet sinner." 

The asked question comes, "How much must 
one know and how old must one be before he be
comes a Christian?" I do not have an exact answer. 
But I believe that one must understand and appreci
ate what Jesus has done for him on the cross. This 
must be taught and understood. Otherwise, one will 
not see the need to assemble with the saints. Paul 
uses the death of Christ on the cross as the motivat-

14 ~~rp~~~d~~~! 

ing, compelling, and constraining factor to cause 
people to "live unto him" (2 Cor. 5:14-15). Conver
sion involves getting people to understand the great 
message of the cross (1 Cor. 1:18-2:2). Also, I am 
convinced that people must "first sit down and count 
the cost" (Luke 14:28). Involved in this is showing 
the error of denominationalism. I have been in stud
ies with people and they are convinced from scrip
ture that baptism is essential for salvation. But for 
many reasons they refuse to be baptized - because 
of family traditions, etc. According to God's word, 
we must make people see the cost they are going to 
have to pay. I am convinced in many situations this is. 
not being done. 

Yes, we must teach the necessity of baptism. But 
we must not make up their minds for them to be bap
tized. With young people ages 10-12, that is often 
done by sincere, misguided Christians. Even young 
people must be made to "first sit down and count the 
cost." 
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We Must Bear Much Fruit 
Jesus said, "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples" 
Uohn 15 :8). As Christians, we must "bear much 
fruit." This is one proof of our discipleship. How
ever, some have taken this to mean that bearing fruit 
is limited to converting people. Then they hold up 
the number they have led to Christ and with a self
haughty pride, looking down on others that do not 
have the number of baptisms that they do. Is bearing 
fruit limited to converting people? Absolutely not. 

In the first place, a Christian should never with 
pride look down on others because of the number he 
has led to Christ. Proverbs 16: 18 states, "Pride goeth 
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." 

In the second place, everything we do for the 
Lord is bearing fruit. My mother was a very godly 
lady. She taught me to love the Lord and the Bible. 
She set a godly example for me to follow. She taught 
Bible classes for years, went on evangelistic cam
paigns, always encouraged and supported the 
preaching of the gospel. She gave financially to help 
the spread of the gospel. My sister and I may have 
been the only direct converts she had. Did she "bear 
much fruit"? I believe she did. If it weren't for her, I 
may have never become a preacher. Her godly influ
ence lives on through me and my sister and her seven 
grandchildren and even great-grandchildren. I see 
much fruit. She is still bearing fruit even though she 
passed away a decade ago. 

We have a family where I preach who want abso
lutely no personal acclaim or acknowledgment for 
their good works. They constantly visit the shut-ins 
and the hospitals and help members in need. They 
are bearing much fruit. I know of people who are not 
gifted in teaching and preaching, but through their 
financial giving, they enable preachers to teach and 
baptize others into Christ. Are they bearing much 
fruit? Indirectly - yes. Without their support many 
would never come into a saving relationship with the 
Lord. The Good Samaritan was bearing fruit by 
showing mercy to the beaten man. I know of one 
husband and wife team who have gone into Mexico 
every year for the last 10-12 years taking Bibles, reli
gious literature, medicine, clothes, etc. They have 
helped spread the gospel. Many have become Chris
tians, and many Christians have been strengthened 
and edified through their efforts. Did they directly 
teach and baptize anyone? No. But does this mean 
they have not born "much fruit"? Of course not. To 
teach such is ridiculous and very short sighted. I 

could go on ad infinitum. To limit fruit bearing to 
only teaching and baptizing people is false pride and 
has no place in the Lord's church. It has no scriptural 
support. Every good work we do for the Lord is 
bearing fruit (Eph. 2:1 0). Every little thing we do for 
the Lord counts - even giving someone a cup of wa
ter in the Lord's name (Matt. 10:42). 

Our Emphasis Should Be on Planting 
the Seed of the Kingdom 

The Parable of the Sower is found in Matthew 13, 
Mark 4, and Luke 8. The "seed" of the kingdom is 
"the word of God" (Luke 8: 11). If the seed is not 
planted, people will not come into the kingdom. It is 
our job to plant the seed and water it. It is God who 
gives the increase. Paul said, "I planted, Apollos wa
tered, but God gave the increase" (1 Cor. 3 :6). Notice 
very carefully that God gives the increase - not you 
or me. When people decide to become a Christian it is 
because the seed has been planted in "an honest and 
good heart" (Luke 8:15). We cannot glory and take 
pride that one has "an honest and good heart." Our 
love and watering may help people to have "an honest 
and good heart." But ultimately and finally God is the 
one responsible for the increase. There is power in the 
word of God to convert men. But that is because God 
put that power in the word (Heb. 4:12; James 1:21; 1 
Cor. 1:21). You or I did not do it. 

Therefore, our emphasis should be on planting 
the seed of the kingdom. Yes, sometimes the seed will 
fall on a hard heart and produce nothing. Is that our 
fault? Sometimes the seed will fall on "an honest and 
good heart" and he/she will become a Christian. But 
we cannot glory in that. Some Christians are fortunate 
to plant in hearts that want the truth; others are not. 

I asked one preacher in our brotherhood, "How 
big is the church where you preach?" In other words, 
how many members do you have? He responded, 
"The church is just as big as God wants it to be. I do 
not have anything to do about it." Brethren, that view 
is Calvinistic to the core. If we are not planting the 
seed of the kingdom, the church will not grow. The 
Parable of the Sower starts off, "The sower went forth 
to sow his seed" (Luke 8:5). I will let God take care of 
the increase, but it is our responsibility to plant the 
seed. I am concerned with the number of people that 
come to services. More that come means more hear 
the word of God and have the seed of the kingdom 
planted in their hearts. To minimize the number who 
are hearing the gospel is unwise and foolish. 

The following is an often-told fictional story that 
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gives a biblical truth. Mter Jesus ascended into 
heaven, he was asked by Michael, the arch-angel, 
"Lord, what plans have you made for the salvation of 
mankind?" Jesus responded, "I have commissioned 
12 men to take the gospel into the entire world. 
Those who hear and obey are to tell others and they 
in turn are to tell others." Michael responded, 
"What if they do not do this"? Jesus said, "I have no 
other plan." 

It has been rightly said many times - even an
gels are not allowed to preach the gospel - only us. 
We must plant the seed if there is going to be any 
growth. Growth does not, never has, never will 
come without teaching and preaching Uohn 6:45; 
Mark 16:15-16; 2 Tim. 2:2). 

Refledions on Past Congregations 
I have worked with several congregations in my life. 
I would have to say at each congregation I have wit
nessed various amounts of success in "numbers." 
What happened? Each local congregation had differ
ent amounts of people with honest and good hearts. 

I have never worried about the number of bap
tisms at the congregations that I have worked with. 
Never have - never will. I am concerned with the 
number hearing the word of God. The more that hear 
the word, the more chances there are of the word 
being planted in honest and good hearts. I, along with 
many other preachers, have used many ways to plant 
the seed - preaching, teaching, home Bible studies, 
Bible correspondence courses, telephone calls, writ
ing letters, inviting people to dinner, television, etc. 

In three congregations that I have worked with 
over 19 years, we had 147 baptisms. One year we 
had "22." Please understand that God gave the in
crease 14 7 times - I did not even once. The empha
sis must be on planting the seed. 

Numbers Are Important 
I do not want to leave the impression that numbers 
are not important. They are. We use numbers in ev
ery area of life. Numbers reveal success and progress 
or decline and decay. Suppose a mother takes the 
temperature of her baby. Suppose it is 104. Does she 
say, "Well numbers do not mean anything"? Of 
course not. She will immediately take her baby to the 
doctor. Suppose a child comes home with a report 
card math grade of 8 0 the first six weeks. The next 
six weeks 60. Then 40. Would any concerned parent 
say, "Well numbers do not mean anything"? The de
clining numbers reveal a big problem that must be 
immediately addressed. Suppose a business records 
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loss every month for several years in net profit. Do 
those numbers mean something? 

If a local church is not baptizing anyone, it 
should take a hard look at its evangelistic efforts. 
The church that continually declines year after year 
in attendance also needs to take a hard look at itself. 
The wise owl has said. "If you always do what you 
have always done, you will always get what you have 
always got." Maybe some changes need to be made 
to increase those hearing the gospel. 

Conclusion 
You can mark it down - the church that does not 
care about numbers will not have any. If we will 
place an emphasis on planting the seed of the king
dom, God will give the increase (1 Cor. 3:6). 

It has often been said, "The church that does not 
reach out - will soon fade out." How true. The 
church that does not reach out to bring others in is 
guilty of sin. Sad, but true, in too many of our con
gregations the Great Commission has become the 
Great Omission. 

We cannot make people become Christians. But 
we must have an evangelistic thrust into the commu
nity and into the world. If we do not, the Lord will 
not say to us, "Well done thou good and faithful ser
vant." 5324 Fairway Dr. 

San Angelo~~ TX 76904 
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Holy Spirit Baptism? 
By Raymond Elliott 

So many people in our present age persist in 
propagating the need for the Holy Spirit bap
tism. In practically every religious organization 

individual~ seek for such an experience. Everywhere 
you turn, religionists are advocating instant spiritual 
maturity by receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
Seemingly,. if one has not received such a sensational 
occurrence, he/she is not in the mainstream of things. 
What the majority fails to understand is that the Holy 
Spirit baptism was/is not a command to be obeyed but 
a promise to be received by a relatively few people, 
namely the apostles of Jesus Christ and the household 
of Cornelius, as recorded in the book of Acts, chapters 
two and ten. By the time Paul wrote the book of 
Ephesians, he declared (by the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit) there was but one baptism (Eph. 4:5). Which 
baptism? The one required by the Lord and preached 
and practiced by the apostles and that was water bap
tism. Jesus commissioned the original preachers of the 
gospel, "Go you therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28:19, 20; 
see also Mark 16:15, 16). 

But let us suppose for a moment that all these 
people are correct in their claim that they have re
ceived the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Please observe 
the logical conclusion of such assertion is that the 
Holy Spirit would be guilty of contradicting himself in 
matters pertaining to doctrine. Notice the following: 

1. One person who claims the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit teaches that there is one person in the 
Godhead. 

2. Another individual who claims the Holy 
Spirit baptism teaches that there are three persons in 
the Godhead. 

3. Yet, another person, a recipient of the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit states that baptism can be adminis
tered by sprinkling as well as by immersion. 

4. While another individual who believes he has 
received the baptism of the Holy Spirit teaches that 
baptism is only by immersion. 

5. Then there is the person, claiming the bap
tism of the Holy Spirit, declares that one should be 
baptized in the name of Jesus only. 

6. But, another individual who says that he has 
been baptized by the Holy Spirit teaches that baptism 
is to be in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. 

These are but a few examples of the diversity of 
doctrines preached by people who claim to have 
been baptized in the Holy Spirit. Who are we to be
lieve? Can all these doctrines be scripturally correct? 
Would the Holy Spirit inform one person in one way 
and another person in a different way, doctrinally 
speaking? Are we to blame the Holy Spirit for the di
visive doctrines? If we do, would this not mean that 
the Holy Spirit is guilty of contradicting himself? 

The truth of the matter is that the Holy Spirit has 
revealed the complete will of God as found in the holy 
scriptures. The apostle Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 3:16-
17, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work" (NKJV). We must not be misguided by the 
emotions and subjective feelings and experiences of 
uninspired men today. We should heed the exhorta
tion given by the apostle John in 1 John 4: 1, "Beloved, 
do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether 
they are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world." 210 Golson Rd. 

Fort Deposit, AL 36032 
deerelliot@aol.com 
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Playgrounds, Programs, and Preaching 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

M ost of us have been there at one point or 
another - looking for somewhere to eat 
on a busy street. It never fails, whenever 

adults are really craving something good, one of 
those fast food restaurants with a playground ap
pears out of nowhere. With neon lights and giant 
slides beckoning, it immediately captures the atten
tion of anyone under the age of twelve. Suddenly the 
backseat becomes a chorus of little voices begging to 
go to the restaurant with the playground. In fact, 
most children choose their favorite restaurant not 
for the food, but rather the presence and size of the 
playground and the type of toy that comes in the 
value meal. 

History will record that 25 years ago play
grounds in restaurants were almost as scarce as dino
saurs. Today, you can find two or three within the 
same city block. Kids love it because they get to play. 
Parents dread it because the food is not very healthy 
and is often less than appetizing, (and more than a 
few of us have had to bend and snake our way up 
through the tubes in order to rescue a crying child 
who made it to the top, but was too scared to come 
down!). 

But the playgrounds work! They entice children 
(and their hesitant parents) by the millions. In fact, 
the majority of fast-food restaurants under construc
tion today possess these colossal recreational areas. 

Interestingly, this concept of attracting larger 
numbers through entertainment did not stop with 
fast-food restaurants. Churches now actively pro
mote pleasure and amusement as a means to increase 
numbers. Coffee shops and fitness centers are now 
expected in many religious settings. In fact, a Meth
odist church near our building has contacted Walt 
Disney World designers in an effort to make the 
children's part of their new addition (currently called 
"Wacky World Studios") magical eye-candy for kids. 
Some New Testament Christians will be quick to fol
low their example. 

If we look back in the church 25 years ago, we 
find that people were content to come and sit 
through Bible class and worship without being enter-
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tained. Not so today. Today, entertainment is ex
pected. Even many churches of Christ have aban
doned gospel preaching and the Great Commission, 
and instead are trying to increase attendance using 
"playgrounds." One of the first questions many par
ents ask when visiting a new congregation is: "What 
programs do you have for my children?" Thus, the 
questions come: Is there children's church? Is there a 
youth room with couches and video games? Do you 
all use drama or skits? Do you allow praise teams? 
Are there church league sports teams? Do your 
young people go on trips? What do you have for me? 

As more and more churches abandon God's 
original plan for evangelism for their own man-made 
gimmicks and games, someone needs to ask the ques
tion: "What's really being served?" For you see, 
those restaurants with playgrounds are great for en
tertainment, but eating there consistently would 
quickly deteriorate the health of most individuals. 

During the mid-1980s, senior citizen actress 
Clara Peller played a crusty old lady who slapped the 
counters of neighborhood hamburger joints and 
loudly asked the probing question "Where's the 
beef?" Her point was that there was not much there. 
Likewise, many churches today have moved toward 
entertainment and have no "spiritual meat" to offer. 
It's all fluff and cotton candy. 

The writer of Hebrews poignantly admonished: 
[F]or though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and you have come to need milk and 
not solid food. For everyone who partakes 
only of milk is unskilled in the word of righ
teousness, for he is a babe (Heb. 5:12-13). 

Churches offering entertainment and "feel good" 
sermons may be appealing to the eye, and taste good 
at first, but man cannot live on cotton candy. Like
wise, man cannot grow spiritually in a setting where 
the whole counsel of God has been replaced with 
sermons covering only the love and grace of Al
mighty God. 

What is our priority in selecting a home to wor
ship our Creator? If we are only interested in "play-



grounds" and "what's in it for me?" then these enter
taining buildings will serve the purpose. But if we are 
assembling to pay honor and praise to Almighty 
God, then we should be more concerned with the 
meat that is being served. It's high time we teach our
selves and our children that it's not about "I-Me" but 
rather the great I AM. Only when we have our pri
orities in the right place will we find ourselves walk
ing into a worship assembly focused on God rather 
than ourselves. 

Paul, in his second epistle to young Timothy 
warned: 

For the time will come when they will not en
dure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, 
they will heap up for themselves teachers; and 
they will turn their ears away from the truth, 
and be turned aside to fables. But you be 
watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do 
the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry 
(2 lim. 4:3-5). 

That time has come. People have completely for
gotten why it is we gather together as a body of Chris
tians. They enter a worship setting believing they are 

in the "audience," and they expect a "good show." 
John 4:23 states: "But the hour is coming, and is 

now, when the true worshipers will worship the Fa
ther in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such 
to worship Him." God is the audience. Therefore, 
everything done in worship should be in accordance 
with his will, and should be done to glorify and 
praise him. Has our desire for entertainment blinded 
us from true worship? Unfortunately, the abundance 
of new programs, games, and "playgrounds" tells me 
the answer in many cases is a resounding yes. 

Skip the playground and go find a steakhouse. 
jesus, in speaking to the scribes observed: "The first 
of all the commandments is: 'Hear, 0 Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength 
(Mark 12:29-30). May that love for the Lord burn in 
our hearts, creating a desire to please him rather 
than constantly seeking to entertain ourselves. 

230 Landmark Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
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Death of a ''Blasphemer'' 
By Robert Spencer 

T heo van Gogh was shot dead on an Amster
dam street on Tuesday morning. His assailant 
was a Dutch Moroccan who was wearing 

traditional Islamic clothing. Mter shooting van Gogh 
several times, he stabbed him repeatedly, slit his 
throat with a butcher knife, and left a note containing 
verses from the Qur' an on the body. Said Dutch Prime 
Minister Jan Peter Balkenende: "Nothing is known 
about the motive" of the killer. 

Others were not quite so cautious. A Dutch stu
dent declared: "This has to end, once and for all. You 
cannot just kill people on the street in a brutal way 
when you disagree with them." Job Cohen, the 
mayor of Amsterdam, declared: "We will show loud 
and clear that freedom of speech is important to us." 

Freedom of speech: Eight weeks ago, van Gogh's 
film Submission aired on Dutch Tv. The brainchild 
of an ex-Muslim member of the Dutch Parliament, 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Submission decried the mistreat
ment of Muslim women - and even featured images 
of battered women wearing see-through robes that 
exposed their breasts, with verses from the Qur'an 
written on their bodies. 

In poor taste? Insulting? Probably that was a bit 
of the intention. Van Gogh, the great grandson of 
Vincent van Gogh's brother ("dear Theo"), was a 
well-known gadfly on the Dutch scene; in the past, 
he had attacked Jewish and Christians with enough 
vehemence to elicit formal complaints. But after Sub
mission, the death threats started to come. Van 
Gogh, in the eyes of many Dutch Muslims, had blas
phemed Islam - an offense that brought the death 
penalty. The filmmaker was unconcerned. The film 
itself, he said, was "the best protection I could have. 
It's not something I worry about." 

His death shows that it's something that every-
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one who values freedom should worry about. For the 
murder of van Gogh, if it indeed turns out to have 
been committed by a Muslim enraged at his "blas
phemy," has precedents. In 194 7, the Iranian lawyer 
Ahmad Kasravi was murdered in court by Islamic 
radicals; Kasravi was there to defend himself against 
charges that he had attacked Islam. Four years later, 
members of the same radical Muslim group, 
Fadayan-e Islam, assassinated Iranian Prime Minister 
Haji-Ali Razmara after a group of Muslim clerics is
sued a fatwa calling for his death. In 1992, the Egyp
tian writer Faraj Foda was murdered by Muslims en
raged at his "apostasy" from Islam- another of
fense for which traditional Islamic law prescribes the 
death penalty. Foda's countryman, the Nobel 
Prizewinning novelist Naguib Mahfouz, was stabbed 
in 1994 after accusations of blasphemy. Under 
Pakistan's blasphemy laws, many non-Muslims have 
been arrested, tortured, and sentenced to die on the 
slimmest of evidence. And of course, there is the 
Ayatollah Khomeini's notorious death fatwa against 
Salman Rushdie. 

But for such things to happen in Iran and Egypt, 
two countries where Islamic radicalism is wide
spread, is one thing; to have a "blasphemer" gunned 
down on the streets of Amsterdam in broad daylight 
is another. Europe has for thirty years encouraged 
massive immigration from Muslim nations; Muslims 
now comprise five percent of Holland's population, 
and that number is growing rapidly. But it is still 
largely taboo in Europe - as in America - to raise 
any questions about how ready that population is to 
accept the parameters of secularism. When Dutch 
politician Pim Fortuyn tried to raise some of those 
questions in 2002, he was vilified as a racist - in 
line with the continuing tendency of the Western me
dia to frame questions regarding Islam in racial 
terms, despite the fact that the totalitarian intransi
gence of the ideology of radical Islam is found 
among all races. And Fortuyn himself, of course, was 
himself ultimately murdered by a Dutch assailant 
who, according to The Guardian, "did it for Dutch 
Muslims." 

The deaths of Fortuyn and now van Gogh indi
cate that the costs of maintaining this taboo are 
growing ever higher. One of the prerequisites of the 
hard-won peaceful coexistence of ideologies in a 
secular society is freedom of speech - particularly 
the freedom to question, to dissent, even to ridicule. 
Multiculturalism and secularism are on a collision 
course: if one group is able to demand that its tenets 
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remain above criticism, it no longer coexists with the 
others as an equal, but has embarked on the path to 
hegemony. 

It is long past due for such considerations to be
come part of the public debate in Western countries. 
To what extent are Muslim immigrants in Western 
countries willing to set aside Islamic strictures on 
questioning, criticizing, and leaving Islam? 

After van Gogh was killed, thousands of people 
took to the streets of Amsterdam to pay him homage. 
Among them, according to Agence France Presse, 
was a Muslim woman who stated: "I didn't really 
agree with van Gogh but he was a person who used 
his freedom of expression." She held up a sign say
ing, "Muslims Against Violence," explaining: "I de
cided that as a Muslim and a Moroccan I should take 
up my responsibility to show that we do not support 
this act." 

But the traditional Muslim view is, unfortu
nately, alive and well; it was firmly restated several 
years ago by Pakistan's Federal Sh~uia Court: "The 
penalty for contempt of the Holy Prophet ... is death 
and nothing else." No one knows how many Mus
lims in Europe and America hold the views of the 
Moroccan woman at the rally, and how many would 
side with Pakistan's Sharia Court- and the killer of 
Theo van Gogh. 

If Western countries continue, out of ignorance, 
fear, or narrow self-interest, to refuse to find out, 
they will find themselves playing host to many more 
incidents like the bloody scene in Amsterdam Tues
day morning. The longer this question is ignored, or 
attributed only to "racist" sensibilities, the more 
likely it becomes that the killing of Theo van Gogh 
will not be a tragic anomaly, but a harbinger of things 
to come (FrontPageMagazine.com; November 3, 
2004). 
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(In this issue we have articles from two of the Gardner boys, Claude, and Don, and have published articles from 
their brother Albert. All three of these men have served the church with zeal and distinction, and the brother
hood is deeply indebted to them. Don Gardner is ~~safe in the arms of Jesus,,, and his two brothers continue the 
family tradition of working long hours, sometimes under a hot sun, in the vineyard of the Lord. All three of 
these men have been interested in Christian education [Claude Gardner having served as president of Freed
Hardeman University]. What brother Don Gardner says in this article about the schools could be said with 
greater force about the church. Not all schools deserve our support, but some do, and we need the schools that 
·are sticking with the book in loyalty to Christ. Such schools are a good adjunct to the Christian home.) 

Enlarge My Coast 
By Dr. Don Gardner (Deceased) 

As one reads 1 Chronicles he is faced with a 
long list of names. Then there is an oasis -
the prayer of Jabez. 

And jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 
Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and 
enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might 
he with me, and that thou wouldest keep 
me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And 
God granted him that which he requested 
(1Chron. 4:10). 

Jabez's prayer included petitions that you might 
make for your Christian school. 

• "Bless me." That sounds a bit selfish. However, 
it is right to pray for self if it is not a selfish prayer. It 
is right to pray for God to bless your Christian 
school. One does well to dwell on these Bible words: 

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it: except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain (Ps. 
127:1). 

• ·Enlarge my coast.· Jabez prayed for more land. 
The practical meaning of this prayer for us is, 

"Give us more ministry." We may hesitate to pray for 
more work when we appear to have a full load al
ready. If he gives us more ministry, God will enable 
us. 

As you pray for God to "enlarge my coast" in your 
Christian school it means you are asking God to: (1) 
give you more students whom you can instruct in the 
way of the Lord, (2) give you more·Christ-honoring 
teachers, (3) give you more board members who will 
give their time and treasures to your school, and (4) 
give you donors in increasing numbers who will give 
sacrificially to your Christian school. 

YoU: only wan~ one more student: When you en-

roll him or her you want only one more student. 
Then when you enroll him or her you only want one 
more student. And on and on. You recruit them one 
at a time. 

• "Keep me from evil." The forces of hell are de
termined to undo us. One is reminded of the petition 
of the Lord Jesus which He taught his disciples: 
"Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil" (Matt. 6:13). 

In our Christian schools we pray that God will 
lead us from the evils of: (1) inertia, (2) small thinking, 
and (3) weak courage. And we pray to avoid: (1) mis
representing our school to parents and donors, (2) 
providing a "ho hum" learning experience for our stu
dents, and (3) losing our basic Christian purpose, 
called "mission drift." Never forget that your goal is 
to be a Christian school. Always fight for this mission. 

'~d God granted him that which he requested." 
Pray as Jabez prayed. Pray that (1) God will bless 

your Christian school, (2) that he will enlarge the 
school, and (3) that he will keep you from serious, 
soul-destroying mistakes. 

As God heard J abez, God will grant your re-
quests. Fp 

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

schoo• or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 

(405) 475-2182 
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Tongue in Cheek: 
Thank God for All Deno111inations 

By E. Claude Gardner 

I n contrast to those who pray "Thank God for all 
the denominations," I do not thank God for 
them. But I do thank God for the church Jesus 

built as presented in the New Testament (Matt. 
16: 18). 

More and more, one learns that congregations, 
preachers and writers give their blessing to the de
nominations. Pulpits are exchanged; preachers join 
ministerial alliances; fraternization with denomina
tions is justified; sectarian instrumental music is ap
proved; baptism is taught as not essential to becom
ing a Christian; and the church is just another de
nomination that was started by Campbell and Stone. 

If one can swallow the above non-biblical doc
trine, here are ways one can choose: 

1. If all denominations are approved, then it 
would be desirable to join the largest and most popu
lar one. The church could be amalgamated by a large 
body. Choose one that is the least controversial and 
which is exciting. 

2. Since we would be thankful for all religious 
bodies, it would seem proper to join several of them. 
This is true in the secular world. Often we join more 
than one insurance company, patronize several 
banks, and trade at numerous grocery stores. If all 
denominations are scriptural, then why not join sev
eral? Perhaps two or three. 

3. If none of the denominations is essential to 
salvation and going to heaven, then why be a mem-
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her of any of them? This would save money and en
ergy. In that case, one can be spiritual outside of a 
denomination. 

4. To satisfy one's benevolent desires, a person 
can affiliate with numerous fraternal, civic, and so
cial organizations. They have projects. 

None of the above options appeal to reason and 
scripture. May all men find the church of the New 
Testament that still exists and then become a member 
of it. People may belong to the church by obeying the 
gospel and then at the same time be added to the 
church of Christ. This is the plan that was followed 
on the day Christ began his church. 

Then Peter said to them, 'Repent, and let ev
ery one of you be baptized in the name of 
jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit' ... 
then those who gladly received his word were 
baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them ... praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily those who 
were being saved (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). 
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To Change or Not to Change 
The Lord's Supper 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he focal point of first-day-of-the-week Chris
tian worship is the Lord's Supper. First-cen
tury disciples at Troas, we are told, came to

gether on Sunday to express fellowship with the 
body and blood of Christ by eating unleavened 
bread, which represents the body of Jesus, and drink
ing the nectar of the grape, which represents his 
blood. In consuming the bread and cup they also ex
pressed their brotherly affection and unity. 

The New Testament clearly spells out the time of 
observance, the elements involved, the purpose of 
the ritual, and the manner of partaking. 

Even though teaching about the Lord's Supper is 
written large on the pages of inspiration there are 
those - some mischievous and others malicious -
who garble the message. A band of "Christian Schol
ars," for instance, sneeringly refer to the bread as 
"fish food" and to the cup of blessing as "Purple 
Kool-Aid." Those who ventilate such folly claim it is 
done tongue-in-cheek. Still, when we are dealing 
with a sanctified practice that is central to the entire 
Christian system and that should be always dealt 
with in deepest reverence and awe, no claim of 
gentle irony can excuse disrespectful language. It is 
not something to joke about. Those who are guilty of 
such irreverence need to repent. 

The overwhelming majority in the brotherhood of 
Christ recognize the solemnity of that moment when 
saints in assembly turn their spirits to a consideration 
of the vital mission of the God/man from Nazareth 
and the holy purpose of the Heavenly Father. It is sa
cred, and to disparage and belittle it is sacrilege. 

Purpose 
The inviolable and simple feast is in memory of the 
peerless Son of Man who is also the infinite Son of 
God. Jesus could have made a dazzling monument of 
surpassing beauty. Mter all, he is deity and all the 

riches of the universe belong to him. He chose, how
ever, to dedicate a profoundly simple meal to his 
memory. It has been suggested that this was done to 
put the ceremony within the easy reach of all. The 
most humble servant, though devoid of earthly 
riches, can without difficulty put on the table unleav
ened bread and the fruit of the vine. Both the billion
aire and the pauper can afford the required elements. 
It is within in the reach of all. 

When Jesus instituted this memorial supper he 
called the unleavened bread his body, and the fruit of 
the vine his blood (Matt. 26:26-28). The cup is his 
"blood of the covenant" and was poured out for 
many "unto the remission of sins." We are to eat the 
bread and drink the cup in remembrance of Jesus, 
and to show forth his death until he comes (1 Cor. 
11 :23-26). The bread reminds us of his life ... birth 
of a virgin, obscure beginning, his purpose for com
ing into the world (to bear witness to the truth), his 
deep teaching (never a man so spoke - not before 
and not since), his signs and wonders that confirmed 
his ministry, "he went about doing good and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil." He was harm
less and gentle . . . "a bruised reed shall he not break, 
and smoking flax shall he not quench, Till he send 
forth judgment unto victory." 

The holy cup of the communion service pro
claims his death and his promise to come again. As 
we lift the juice of the grape to our lips we meditate 
on his terrible death - his stripes by which we 
healed - his blood-stained cross. We bear in mind 
his excruciating1 death. As we contemplate his 
monumental suffering our very hearts bleed and our 
eyes well with tears. 

And it was done for our salvation. 
We were buried therefore with him through 

baptism unto death: that like as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the 

" "Th d" . tin" " • d • "To torture thoroughly," from cruciare "to torture, crucify," from the stem cruc- cross. e wor excructa g was come 
to describe what Jesus endured at Calvary. 
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Father, so we also might walk in newness of 
life. For if we have become united with him in 
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, 
that our old man was crucified with him, that 
the body of sin might be done away, that so 
we should no longer be in bondage to sin; for 
he that hath died is justified from sin. But if 
we died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him (Rom. 6:4-8). 

Now I make known unto you brethren, the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which 
also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word 
which I preached unto you, except ye believed 
in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which also I received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures; and that 
he was buried ; and that he hath been raised 
on the third day according to the scriptures; 
and that he appeared to Cephas; then to the 
twelve; then he appeared to above five hun
dred brethren at once, of whom the greater 
part remain until now, but some are fallen 
asleep; then he appeared to James; then to all 
the apostles; and last of all, as to the child un
timely born, he appeared to me also (1 Cor. 
15:1-8). 

In partaking of the Lord's Supper we also hold 
communion with our fellow saints. The communion 
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is a part of our public worship when we "all come 
together in one pace." The saints are to assemble 
upon the first day of every week (Heb. 10:25; 1 Cor. 
16:1-2). In that weekly gathering we surround the 
table of the Lord take a modest portion of the un
leavened bread, and sip the cup to proclaim again his 
death and his promise to come again. We are show
ing to the world our confidence that his promise to 
return is not vain, and we cherish in our hearts the 
time when the last trumpet shall sound, all spirits 
shall be called from an unseen world of paradise -
an intermediate state where disembodied spirits 
await his coming and our reunion - and the living 
shall be changed, putting off the flesh and shining 
forth in a powerful, glorious, immortal, spirit body 
- and we shall together be caught up in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in air (earth, sun, moon, and stars 
being done away), "and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words" (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 

These are the thoughts that flood our minds as 
we eat the bread and drink the juice of the grape. 

We are especially reminded of the blessed "tie 
that binds our hearts in Christian love," for this is a 
communion not only with Jehovah, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit, but also with every blood-bought child 
of God. We rejoice that we are sons and daughters in 
the household of God. 

Paul told some first-century disciples that it was 
not possible for them to eat the Lord's supper be
cause "the bread which we break, is it not a com
munion with the body of Christ" (1 Cor. 10:16). The 
body of Christ is, of course, the church of Christ ... 
and includes every member of that divine body (1 
Cor. 12: 12-27). They were members of Christ and 
therefore members one of another. Paul told them, 
"When therefore ye assemble yourselves together, it 
is not possible to eat the Lord's supper" (1 Cor. 
11 :20). Well, why not? Why was it not possible for 
them to eat the Lord's supper? Paul says: 

For first of all, when ye come together in the 
church, I hear that divisions exist among you; 
and I partly believe it. For there must be also 
factions among you, that they that are ap
proved may be made manifest among you. 
When therefore ye assemble yourselves to
gether, it is not possible to eat the Lord's sup
per (1 Cor. 11: 18-20). 

Why could they not eat the Lord's Supper? They 
were divided and filled with bitter envy against one 
another. They had no sense of fellowship .. . no one
ness .. . no love for each other . .. and, therefore, they 



could not eat the supper of the Lord. You cannot par
take of the communion if you do not have a right at
titude toward your brother in Christ, because in eat
ing the bread we confess our identity with one an
other as the children of our Heavenly Father; and if 
that filial relationship is marred and desecrated be
cause of enmity toward our fellow saint, it is not pos
sible to eat the supper. We only eat the Lord's supper 
worthily if we have purged all feelings of ill-will to
ward our fellow disciples with whom we bow before 
God in humble adoration. If we do not eat the divine 
feast with a right attitude toward our spiritual sib
lings, we "eat and drink judgment" unto ourselves 
because we "discern not the Lord's body," which is 
his church, which is the saved. "For this cause many 
among you are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep. 
But if we discerned ourselves, we should not be 
judged" (1 Cor. 11 :30-31). 

A bit of bread and a sip of grape juice is simple, 
and yet weighty. As we taste these elements our soul 
is lifted above passions, enmities, and prejudice, and 
our full attention is riveted upon the cross and to the 
blood that flowed from the pierced side of the Lamb 
of God and we dismiss as unsuitable every thought of 
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injury or revenge. Our spirit is filled with grateful 
contemplation of the love of God, and since it is full 
there no room for rancor ... no place for resentment, 
but we love and pardon those whom the love of 
Christ has saved. 

The Passover was the heart of Judaism. It was a 
memorial of a great deliverance. The Jews main
tained their identity and unity by eating the roasted 
lamb in a house devoid of leaven. It spoke of salva
tion from slavery and freedom from the ills and de
fects symbolized by leaven. 

Christians, too, have a Passover. "Purge out the 
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, even as ye are 
unleavened. For our passover also hath been sacri
ficed, even Christ: wherefore let us keep the feast, not 
with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincer
ity and truth,, (1 Cor. 5 :7-8). 

Jesus was brought as "a lamb to the slaughter" 
(lsa. 53:7). He is the "lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world" Oohn 1 :29). "[Y]e were re
deemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or 
gold, from your vain manner of life handed down 
from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb without spot, even the blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 
1:18-19). 

"The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a 
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which 
we break, is it not a communion of the body of 
Christ? seeing that we, who are many, are one bread, 
one body: for we all partake of the one bread" (1 Cor. 
10:16-17). 

The communion service is a confession of the es
sential unity of believers . . . the many are one. 

Failure to worthily eat the unadorned Christian 
Passover brings spiritual disease and death, and ren
ders one "guilty of the "body and blood of the Lord" 
(1 Cor. 11 :27). It is a denial of Jesus and results in 
being denied (Matt. 10:33). 

Lord's Supper and a Common Meal 

It desecrates the Lord's Supper to attempt its obser
vance in the midst of a common meal. Even the con
viviality of ordinary eating together draws attention 
away from somber scenes of the cross, and obscures 
the radiance of time to come when all spirits shall be 
free from the confines of flesh. It is hard to sit in 
deep contemplation of high and holy things if we are 
passing food around the table. It is good for the dis
ciples to eat together, but the :J,..ord's Supper is a time 
for consideration of profound religious truths and 
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not a time for meat and potatoes. It is a time to feast 
the soul ... not the body. 

"What, have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? 
or despise ye the church of God, and put them to 
shame that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I 
praise you? In this I praise you not" (1 Cor. 11:22). 

The Day of Assembly 
The first day of the week is appointed for the church 
to assemble in solemn assembly and pour forth a 
flood of praise to the Godhead. It is sacred and 
therefore serious. It is thought-provoking as opposed 
to superficial or merely entertaining. We gather to
gether in one place to sing, pray, give, learn, and, as 
the centerpiece of our assembly worship, to eat the 
feast divine. 

When we meet in sweet communion where 
the feast divine is spread; 

Hearts are brought in closer union while 
partaking of the bread. 

Precious feast, all else surpassing, wondrous 
love for you and me; 

While we feast Christ gendy whispers: Do 
this in my memory. 

Disciples of the Master Teacher are to assemble 
on a regular basis. For a child of God to unnecessar
ily forsake that assembly is sin (Heb. 10:25). The day 
of assembly is a day we can see approaching ... it is a 
specific day. Jesus rose from the dead on the first day 
of the week (Mark 16:9). It was upon the first day of 
the week that Jesus first showed himself to his dis
ciples after he arose (Mark 16:9). It was upon the 
first day of the week that Jesus baptized the apostles 
in the Holy Spirit and fire, and clothed them with 
power (Acts 2:1-4). The saints at Troas assembled on 
the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). It was upon the 
first day of the week that disciples laid up treasures 
in heaven by casting their monetary gifts into the 
treasury of the local church (1 Cor. 16:1-2). The evi
dence is overwhelming and we are compelled to con
clude, as secular history confirms, that in the begin
ning of the gospel the people of God came together 
in public worship on the first day of every week. 

It is folly to seek to overthrow the preponder
ance of the evidence by saying that by Jewish reckon
ing Saturday after 6 p.m. was Sunday and therefore 
they met on Saturday night. If you are going to use 
the Jewish method of counting time (and the evi
dence is by no means conclusive that the believers at 
Troas were doing that), then they assembled on Sun
day night ... not Saturday night because ·by universal 
admission under Jewish custom one minute after 6 
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p.m. on Saturday was Sunday night (the day fol
lowed the night by Jewish calculation)- the first 
day of the week. 

The fact is that the church in a given community 
is to assemble on the first day of the week when local 
custom and usage says it is the first day of the week. 
Every person in his home area knows when it is the 
first day of the week in his section of the world. It is 
never the first day of the week all over the world at 
the same time. When it is the first day of the week in 
the United States, it is not the first day of the week in 
Australia. When it is the first day of the week where 
you are, that is the day of assembly for the church. 

Exception 
If a person is legitimately unable to assemble with 
those of like faith upon the first day of the week, he 
is exempted. If a rule has an exception, persons sub
ject to the rule cannot come under both the exemp
tion and the rule. One is either under the rule or un
der its exception. 

Example: If we had a law that said, "Whosoever 
steals a mule, except on Thursday, shall be finded 
$5,000.00." If you steal a mule on Thursday, you do 
not come under the law because you are under its 
exception. 

If you are excused and exempted you are not re
sponsible or accountable. 

The Bible tells Christians to assemble with their 
fellow saints on the first day of the week to engage in 
public worship as specified in the New Testament. 
There are exceptions. For instance, if on Lord's Day 
you are in intensive care at the hospital, you are ex
cepted and excused. This exception is obvious and 
granted by the force of common sense, even though 
it is not written in the law of God. Some truths are 
self-evident. If you are isolated from other saints 
through no fault of your own, you are excluded from 
the assembly rule. You may on that day, as was the 
case with John the apostle while exiled on Patmos, 
be "in the spirit on the Lord's day." 

Some generous and well-meaning believers think 
it good to take the Lord's supper to those who for 
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reasons of health or other restraints beyond their 
control cannot be in the Lord's day assembly of the 
saints, which has the effect of denying the exception 
that good judgment grants. Furthermore, the 
person(s) bringing and serving the Lord's Supper to 
the incapacitated disciple inadvertently implies an 
unlawful mediation. If the deprived child of God 
wanted to partake of the bread and grape juice he 
may do so without the services of an administrator. 
He can procure the elements of the supper for him
self and carry them to his place of confinement. 
While solitary participation in the communion may 
be understandable and permitted by the power of 
sound practical judgment, it is also permitted by the 
same reasoning to exempt the person altogether. 
Think, too, of the corporate nature of the commun
ion service. 

Finally 
Once again to remind us of the transcendent and 
quaint nature of the ingenuous Supper of the Lord I 
ask permission to quote the introduction to an article 
that appeared originally in the September 1849 issue 
of the Millennia/ Harbinger and signed W.K.P. 

The Lord's Supper is one of the most impres
sive and significant institutions of the king
dom. It recalls, at once, the sublimest spec
tacle of divine love - the brightest display of 
divine justice and the most touching exhibi
tion of disinterested suffering ever presented 
to angels or men. It points us to "the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world." It 
uncovers to us the deep foundation of our 
hope, - shows how God may be just in justi
fying the unrighteous; plants the tree of life 
upon the ruin of the grave and opens the 
doors of mercy to an alienated and con
demned world. Without the shedding of 
blood there were no remission of sins, and 
without the remission of sins none could hope 
to see God. It is the emblem of a mighty deliv
erance, -the passover which looks not to 
protection from the shadowy wing of Egypt's 
scourge, but to a more blessed aid, which 
points us to the blood of sprinkling that 
cleanses from all guilt, and marks us for 
mercy, not for a night, but forever. It is the 
perpetual embodiment of the mercy of God, 
for in it is revealed to us the power of God 
unto salvation, - even the gospel itself. As oft 
as we partake of it, we do show forth the 
death of our divine Savior till he come, and 
what is this but our hope of life everlasting. 
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Faith 
By Terrance Brownlow-Dindy 

But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him" (He b. 11: 6). Mfirming faith is critical 
to man's salvation is an understatement of 

monumental proportions. Whether exploring the 
depths, or scanning the surface of God's word, one 
soon realizes the indispensable nature of biblical faith. 
As seen in the verse above, faith is prerequisite to 
pleasing God. Further investigation of the Holy Scrip
tures reveals that "the promise of the Spirit" (i.e. eter
nal life) is received through faith (Gal. 3:14), hearts 
defiled by sin are "purified by faith" (Acts 15 :9), souls 
convicted of sin are justified by faith (Rom. 3 :28), and 
God's saving grace is accessed through faith (Rom. 
5: 1-2). With so much riding on faith, it behooves us to 
be sure our "faith" is indeed faith! 

The Bible tells us that faith comes from the word 
of God (Rom. 10:17), yet many pious men and 
women in the world of religiosity exercise beliefs and 
customs of which there is no word from God. Since 
faith comes from the word of God, then that which is 
not from the word of God cannot constitute faith. 
Weigh your beliefs and practices against the God's 
truth, and be sure your faith is true biblical faith! 
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$Good as New, a Bible version produced by 
John Henson of One, an organization dedicated to 
"establishing peace, justice, dignity, and rights for 
ali," along with the "sustainable use of earth's re
sources," and to challenging "oppression, injustice, 
exclusion, and discrimination" while accepting "one 
another, valuing their diversity and experience." So 
you can see that One is a Very Good Thing. Endors
ing Good as New, which also includes the 
noncanonical gnostic Gospel of Thomas, Rowan 
Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, says he hopes it 
will spread "in epidemic profusion through religious 
and irreligious alike." The epidemic he wishes upon 
the masses changes original Hebrew and Greek 
names into modern nicknames. Peter becomes 
"Rocky," Mary Magdalene is "Maggie," and Aaron is 
"Ron." Henson deftly refers to demonic possession 
as "mental illness," and references to the "Son of 
Man" become "the Complete Person." Mark 1 in the 
Revised Standard Version (RSV): "And when he 
came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 
heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him 
like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 'You are 
my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased."' Good 
as New: '1\s he was climbing up the bank again, the 
sun shone through a gap in the clouds. At the same 
time a pigeon flew down and perched on him. Jesus 
took this as a sign that God's spirit was with him. A 
voice from overhead was heard saying, 'That's my 
boy! You're doing fine!" In 1 Corinthians 7, St. Paul 
says, "Now concerning the matters about which you 
wrote. It is well for a man not to touch a woman. But 
because of the temptation to immorality, each man 
should have his own wife and each woman her own 
husband." That was then, this is now. The same text, 
so to speak, in Good as New: "Some of you think the 
best way to cope with sex is for men and women to 
keep right away from each other. That is more likely 
to lead to sexual offenses. My advice is for everyone 
to have a regular partner." Later in the chapter, the 
RSV has this: "To the unmarried and the widows, I 
say that it is well for them to remain single as I do. 
But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should 
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marry. For it is better to marry ·than to be aflame 
with passion." Good as New: "If you know you have 
strong needs, get yourself a partner. Better than be
ing frustrated." The Archbishop of Canterbury 
writes: "Instead of being taken into a specialized reli
gious frame of reference - as happens even with the 
most conscientious of formal modern translations -
and being given a gospel addressed to specialized 
concerns, we have here a vehicle for thinking and 
worshipping that is fully earthed, recognizably about 
our humanity." There is no doubt that Good as New 
is fully grounded in fashionable sensibilities. There 
are few things more poignant than the liberal nos
trum that if it is difficult to communicate the gospel, 
the answer is to change the gospel. From the general 
public Good as New is likely to elicit hoots of deri
sion (Source: First Things, Oct. '04). 

Same Sex Marriages 
O"If they want to do it, let them. How does it af

fect you?" That's the line that opponents of same-sex 
marriage have the greatest difficulty in responding to. 
An interesting response comes from Adam Haslett, 
writing in, of all places, the New Yorker. "Love Su
preme" offers a serviceable, if somewhat misleading, 
sketch of marriage in Western history, noting the ways 
in which the institution has been largely disengag~d 
from child-bearing and child-rearing, while at the 
same time it is connected to a growing number of legal 
entitlements. Moreover, the proponents of same-sex 
marriage know that something bigger is involved, says 
Haslett, namely, "the official recognition of love." 
"This," he writes, "is the difference between civil 
unions and marriage: one is a legal certificate and the . 
other is a public endorsement." That is why they insist 
on the word "marriage." "To discount this as mere 
semantics misses what the definition points up: that 
marriage, through all its incarnations, has been a pro
cedure that assigns people a new identity based on 
their gender. For centuries, it has been the ceremony 
that makes males into husbands and females into 
wives. Until very recently, this meant a lifetime com
mitment to both the security and the constriction of a 
well-defended social role. The symbolic danger·that 



gay marriage poses to such an arrangement is obvious. 
It alters the public meaning of the word by further 
draining it of its power to reinforce traditional expec
tations of behavior. What does it mean to be a hus
band in a world where a man could have one of his 
own? This is up to each individual couple, one is 

. tempted to .say. Fair enough; but the words we use to 
describe our relationships are shared cultural prop
erty. There is no private language. In this sense, grant
ing. the word 'marriage' to gay couples will eventually 
affect everyone." Haslett conCludes on the note that 
same-sex marriage should be seen as a fulfillment of a 
goal of the women's movement, which, historically 
speaking, is radical: "the decline of the patriarchal 
legal structure and rise of the goal of self-fulfillment." 
Obligations - patriarchal, matriarchal, or simply 
faithful- are out. Self-fulfillment is in. Get used to it. 
Or not. 

Is Allah Jehovah? 
fl"Jews, Muslims, Christians- we are all chil

dren of Abraham and people of the Book." Not so, 
says the French historian Alain Besancon, writing in 
Commentary. "What Kind of Religion Is Islam?" is a 
hard-hitting critique of what Besancon views as a 
false ecumenism eager to find commonalities with Is
lam that do not exist. Not incidentally, this mis
guided effort disadvantages Judaism since it is 
claimed, for instance, that Islam honors Jesus and 
Mary while Judaism does not. But the Jesus/lssa hon
ored in the Koran as a messenger of Allah is not the 
Jesus whom Christians worship, writes Besancon. He 
is supposedly born of Mariam, the sister of Aaron, 
and is neither a redeemer nor a mediator between 
God and man. And, of course, he does not die on the 
cross, since a double is substituted for him. More
over, Allah is not the God of Abraham who reveals 
himself through historical events, but a distant and 
impersonal power that makes everything happen im
mediately; not through the nature and history of his 
own creation but according to his omnipotent whim. 
Thus ~he determinism and fatalism at the heart of Is
lamic religion. "These then," writes Besancon, "are 
some of the elements that conduce to misunder
standing when Christians and Jews approach Islam." 
Such outsiders may well be struck by the religious 
zeal of the Muslim toward a God whom they recog
nize as being also their God. But this God is in fact 
separate and distinct, and so is the relation between 
him and the believing Muslim. Christians are accus
tomed to distinguish the worship of false gods-

that is, idolatry - from the worship of the true God. 
To treat Islam suitably, it becomes necessary to forge 
a new concept altogether, and one that is difficult to 
grasp - nantely, an idolatry of the God of Israel. To 
put it another way, Islam may be thought of as the 
natural religion of the revealed God? The concept is 
indeed difficult to grasp and not, I think, entirely 
convincing. Yet Besancon's critique is a necessary 
caution against the kind of inter-religious dialogue 
that slides too easily into wishful thinking. "The 
Qur'an," he writes, "is neither a preparation for bib
lical religion nor a retroactive endorsement of it. In 
approaching Muslims, self-respecting Christians and 
others would do better to rely on what remains 
within Islam of natural religion - and of religious 
virtue and to take into account the common human
ity that Muslims share with all people everywhere." 
Christians seeking dialogue with Muslims ~ave to be
gin somewhere, and Besancon's bare minimum is 
one starting point. Despite the fundamental differ
ences that he underscores, however, other Christians 
and Muslims may, with eyes wide open to the diffi
culties, try to tease out greater religious commonali
ties. This is one of the great tasks of this century, and 
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the alternative to pursuing it may be open-ended and 
unlimited warfare between Islam and the infidels, 
meaning chiefly Christians and Jews. 
rut,.,, 

OThere's an outfit called the Rainbow Sash 
Movement whose purpose is to encourage lesbians 
and gays to don a rainbow sash and present them
selves for Communion at Catholic cathedrals on Pen
tecost Sunday. The idea, of course, is to protest t~e 
allegedly oppressive homophobia ~f. the Cat~ohc 
Church. In some places, Chicago for Instance, pnests 
are instructed to politely deny the sacrament, and they 
wave the protesters by, sometimes ·adding a blessing 
and a prayer for the reordering of sadly di~ordered 
lives. The point is, according to the Archb1shop of 
Chicago, that those who would exploit the .Eucharist 
by turning it into a political protest are ma~1festly n~t 
rightly disposed to receive the Body of Chnst. In Chi
cago, Rainbow Sash succeeded in getting a few news 
stories about their being turned away at the altar. 
Other places, Los Angeles for instance, took a differ
ent tack. The cardinal archbishop there is on record as 
being opposed to politicizing the Eucharist by impos
ing sanctions on notoriously pro-abortion politicians. 
Los Angeles is also known to be, as it is delicately said, 
a gay-friendly place. The archdiocese not only an
nounced that it would not turn away protesters but 
sent a message to the Rainbow Sash Movement saying 
that they would be warmly welcomed at the altar of 
the new Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels. Nobody 
with sashes showed up. What's the point of going to 
Mass if you're going to be denied a confrontation? I 
would not be surprised if some gay activists in L.A. are 
upset about the archdiocese ~epriving them of t?eir 
right to be rejected. And just imagine the hurt feehngs 
of an everso-welcoming archdiocese scorned. In the 
theater of gay agitprop, .players should stick to their 
designated roles. In Chicago, the archdiocese had the 
satisfaction of being Catholic, and gay activists the 
satisfaction of being oppressed. It was a win-win 
proposition. In Los Angeles, it seems that everybody 
lost. 

My Daddy Can Whip four Daddy 
$It's a muckraking book, admits Yale's Daniel 

Kevles in his review of War Against the Weak: Eugen
ics and the American Campaign to Create a Master 
Race by Edwin Black, but he nonetheless thinks it 
important reading. Black details American scientific 
and financial support for German eugenics programs 
in the early part of the last century that did not cause 
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but were certainly on a continuum with the Holo
caust. The Rockefeller Foundation was in the lead in 
backing projects in Germany and the U.S. aimed at 
culling out the unfit ("life unworthy of life") to make 
way for superior human beings. Progressives such as 
Margaret Sanger, Theodore Roosevelt, and Rabbi 
Stephen Wise cheered on the improvement of the 
race. And there was, of course, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes' pithy observation in the 1927 Buck v. Bell 
decision upholding the sterilization of inferior 
people: "Three generations of imbeciles are 
enough." Kevles is a bit sniffy about Black's alleged 
overstatements, but he concludes his review with 
this: "Despite its imperfections, Black's book does 
prompt us to wonder what in medical genetics and 
biotechnology we are taking socially and morally for 
granted today that our descendants might indict us 
for tomorrow." We do not have to wait until tomor
row. The indictments are coming in fast and furious 
today. Our descendants may well wonder why so 
many ignored them. 

Bizarre 
ODOWNINGTOWN, Pa. - Two Episcopal 

priests face possible:punishment from the church after 
it was discovered that they were leaders of a local so
ciety of Druids, people who follow a pre-Christian 
practice of worshiping the sun and venerating the 
earth. 

While directing parishes in Malvern and 
Downingtown, the Rev. Glyn Ruppe-Melnyk and the 
Rev. William Melnyk, a married couple, were also 
spiritual guides to local Druids. 

On Thursday, after national Christian groups 
and Internet bloggers accused the Episcopal Church 
USA of promoting paganism through the priests' ac
tivities, the two wrote letters of apology, saying they 
"recanted and repudiated" their connection with 
Druidism. 

Ruppe-Melnyk, rector of St. Francis-in-the
Fields parish in Malvern, and Melnyk, rector of St. 
James' Church in Downingtown, said in letters to 
Bishop Charles Bennison of the Diocese of Pennsyl
vania that their involvement in Druidism was an ef
fort to "help others who had lost connectio~ to the 
Church to. find a way to reconnect." 

In the -letters, the Melnyks - in Druid circles, 
she used the name Raven, he the name OakWyse -
affirmed their belief in the historic creeds of ~.hris
tianity and asked for "the mercy of the Church and 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 



Plduresquely 
OA friend, Virgil Poe, sent a blurb about "a 

group of students asked to list what they thought 
were the present 'Seven Wonders of the World.'" 
The following received the most votes: 1. Egypt's 
Great Pyramids; 2. Taj Mahal; 3. Grand Canyon; 4. 
Panama Canal; 5. Empire State Building; 6. St. 
Peter's Basilica; 7. China's Great Wall." 

The teacher noted that one student had not fin
ished so she asked the girl if she was having trouble 
with her list. The girl replied, "Yes, a little. I couldn't 
make up my mind because there were so many." The 
teacher said, "Well, tell what you have and maybe we 
can help." The girl read her list, 1. To see; 2. To 
hear; 3. To touch; 4. To taste; 5. To feel; 6. To laugh; 
7. To love. 

lew11re of Believers 
0 Robert Reich, labor secretary under the 

Clinton administration, writing in the July issue of 
the American Prospect, contends that Christian fun
damentalists pose a greater threat to America than 
people flying jetliners into skyscrapers. He writes: 

Terrorism is a tactic, not a belief. The true 
battle will be between modern civilization and 
anti-modernist; between those who believe in 
the primacy of the individual and those who 
believe that human beings owe their alle
giance and identity to a higher authority ... 
between those who believe in science, reason, 
and logic, and those who believe that truth is 
revealed through Scripture and religious 
dogma. Terrorism will disrupt and destroy 
lives. But terrorism itself is not the greatest 
danger we face. 

By Reich's definition of "fundamentalist" and "reli
gious zealot," one would have to include, to name 
but a few presidents, Washington, John Adams, Lin
coln, Wilson, Carter, Reagan, and, of course, George 
W. Bush. 

lacf or rheory? 
OATLANTA- A warning sticker in suburban At

lanta science textbooks that says evolution is "a 
theory, not a fact" was challenged in court Monday 
as an unlawful promotion of religion. 

The disclaimer was adopted by Cobb County 
school officials in 2002 after hundreds of parents 
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signed a petition criticizing the textbooks for treating 
evolution as fact without discussing alternate theo
ries, including creationism. "The religious views of 
some that contradict science cannot dictate curricu
lum," American Civil Liberties Union attorney 
Maggie Garrett argued Monday before U.S. District 
Judge Clarence Cooper. The trial is expected to last 
several days. 

But a lawyer for Cobb County schools, Linwood 
Gunn, held up a copy of a textbook's table of con
tents Monday that showed dozens of pages about 
evolution. 

"The sticker doesn't exist independently of the 
101 pages about evolution," Gunn said. "This case is 
not about a sticker which has 33 words on it .... It's 
about textbooks that say a lot more than that." 

The stickers read: "This textbook contains mate
rial on evolution. Evolution is a theory, not a fact, re
garding the origin of living things. This material 
should be approached with an open mind, studied 
carefully and critically considered." 

One of the parents who filed the lawsuit, Jeffrey 
Selman, said the stickers discredit the science of evo
lution. 

"It's like saying everything that follows this 
sticker isn't true," he said. 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 1987 that cre
ationism was a religious belief that could not be 
taught in public schools along with evolution. 

Gunn said he expected the warning would hold 
up in court because it "provides a unique opportu
nity for critical thinking." 

"It doesn't say anything about faith," Gunn said. 
"It doesn't say anything about religion" (News
Max. com Wires, Nov. 8, 2004). 

The Declaration of Independence speaks of the 
"Creator" of all men ..• "Creator,, did you say? The 
Declaration, in its concluding paragraph, makes an 
appeal to "the Supreme Judge of the World"; it 
closes with the affirmation of a "firm reliance on the 
protection of a Divine Providence." 

IInder God 
SA lawyer named Newdow filed a lawsuit 

against the Elk Grove Unified School District on be
half of his daughter asking that the words "under 
God" be stricken from the pledge of allegiance to the 
nation's flag.· The case was appealed all the way to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. The court 
sidestepped the issue by saying that lawyer Newdow 
"was found not to have standing to pursue the case" 
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because he was the child's non-custodial parent. The 
question of including the words "under God" in the 
pledge apparendy was too hot to handle. 

Michael M. Uhlmann in his article, The Supreme 
Court Rules: 2004, wisely put it this way: ''The Su
preme Court, for its part, must have been singularly 
embarrassed in having to confront Newdow - not 
because its liberal Justices would be reluctant to fol
low the Ninth Circuit as a matter of principle, but 
because the rules of the establishment game require a 
certain discretion in not revealing the full implica
tions of the justices' long march toward a secular so
ciety in which religion becomes wholly a private 
matter. To remove God from the Pledge, though it 
logically follows from the Court's major opinions, 
would be to pull the veil back and to alarm the vast 
majority of the public. Members of the Senate and 
House couldn't vote fast enough to endorse a resolu
tion keeping the Pledge just as it is, and they did so 
almost unanimously. It is no surprise, then, that the 
majority of the Court chose to evade confronting the 
merits of Newdow. What they will do when a similar 
case return, as it certainly will . . . "no one knows." 

This boils down to a notice that the trend in gov
ernment and education is away from what the Decla
ration of Independence says about man and God, 
that is, that men are endowed with "life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness" by the "laws of nature and 
nature's God." The purpose of government, says the 
Declaration, is to secure these God-given rights 
among men. 

j Wise reeaage Girl 
flln a letter to the editor of the Reader's Digest 

Elizabeth Coon of Temple, Texas said, "I am 14 years 
old and active in the Internet community. The filters 
out there block so~e offensive material, but much 
slips past. Thankfully I haven's seen any violent vi
sual material but there are many dark, violent, and 
sexual stories posted on the Internet. These are not 
easy to forget. We are indeed sinking into slime" 
(Reader's Digest, Oct. 2004, p. 23). 

I Wed FIJee ••• aad riJee ••• and f6ee 
OSame-sex marriage advocates tend to jeer at the 

argument that allowing such unions will open a 
smorgasbord of marital practices. They insist that 
what interests them is not to transform the institu
tion radically but only to welcome their homosexual 
friends, neighbors, and relatives to its benefits. A few 
recent developments suggest that they're dead 
wrong. 
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Consider a recent USA Today op-ed by Nathan 
Turley, making the case that the time is come for po
lygamous marriage to receive institutional protec
tion. However misguided, Mr. Turley is no bomb 
thrower. He is a professor Georgetown University, a 
prolific scholar, and appears frequently on television 
as a legal expert. Here, he simply underscores two 
points that homosexual advocates play down. 

First, that the Supreme Court's 2003 Lawrence 
decision, striking down anti-sodomy laws, "recog
nized the constitutional right to engage in any form 
of consensual sexual relation," presumably including 
multiple partners. And second - and somewhat 
more plausibly given at Lawrence is about private 
sexual practices and says nothing about marriage -
that Reynolds v. U.S., the 1878 Supreme Court deci
sion that upheld a ban on polygamy in the United 
States territories, is so filled with racist innuendo and 
cavalier attitudes about religious freedom that it 
would be unlikely to pass muster today. 

Mr. Turley isn't just playing an intellectual parlor 
game. Polygamy advocacy groups- and yes, Virginia, 
they do exist - have been following the progress of 
the homosexual marriage debate as closely as the 
Iranian mullahs followed our presidential election. 
"Polygamy is the next civil rights battle," is the motto 
on the Pro-polygamy.com Web site, a "Christian po
lygamy" group. (Christian polygamists are conserva
tive evangelicals who base their beliefs on the Old and 
New Testaments; by contrast, Mormons cite extra 
biblical revelations of their founding prophet Joseph 
Smith). A Mormon group, "Principle Voices of Po
lygamy," is "encouraging empowerment of individu
als and families from the polygamous culture to secure 
for themselves equal representation and civil rights." 

More disturbing still, several legal cases pleading 
the cause of polygamy are already in motion. In 
Bronson v. Swensen, a Utah three-some has filed suit 
against the Salt Lake County Clerk's office for deny
ing them a marriage license. Their attorney, who, 
like Mr. Turley, specializes in civil rights cases, argues 
that if Texas cannot criminalize sodomy, Utah should 
not be able to criminalize polygamy - though again, 
why the right to commit sodomy implies anything 
about marriage, let alone marriage with multiple or 
same-sex partners, is unclear. In another case, Tom 
Green, facing a prison sentence because he was 
"married" to four women (though he never sought a 
license with any of them), is appealing to the Su
preme Court on the grounds that the state has vio
lated his religious freedom. 



Same-sex marriage supporters often make a pow
erful case by pointing, say, to the man denied the 
chance to say goodbye to his dying lover or to the 
faces of beaming gay "newly-weds" in Massachu
setts. Opponents, on the other hand, fretting about 
"undermining society's bedrock institution," have 
had to labor in the realm of abstract argument. That 
may be about to change (This piece appeared in the 
Wall Street journal, Oct 18, 2004 and was written by 
Ms. Kay S. Hymowitz, author of "Liberation,s Chil
dren: Pare~ts and Kids in a Postmodern Age"). ,.,, .. 

O"There is no reconciliation between good and 
evil," wrote Mary Ann Kreitzer of Les Femmes, an 
organization of conservative Roman Catholic 
women. "Voters rejected the party of gay activists, 
radical feminists, the Hollywood elite, pornogra
phers, death-peddlers, anti-Christian bigots and 
apostate Catholics." 

Obscenities 
ODon Wycliff, the Chicago Tribune,s public edi

tor, wrote on Nov. 4, 2004, "What isn't extraordi
nary is the challenge that editors at all levels face to 
maintain standards of decency and taste in a society 
that seems awash in sexual langUage and imagery, 
much it highly explicit and astonishingly crude. Such 
challenges are routine and unrelenting." Wycliff 
thinks we should clean up our act (thanks again to 
Earl Davis for forwarding the piece). If decent folks 
(Christians) would raise their voice in protest (letters 
to the editor and such like) the assault on our spiri
tual sensibilities would abate. Where is your voice? 

Geaefirs ••" SuriJ 
OThe ever clever Andree Seu (World, Nov. 6, 

2004) discusses the so do mites claim to have been 
"born that way. Here is a sample of Seu's intelligent 
observations: 

"Genetic studies also show correlations with al
coholism and with violence. No one, as far as I 
know, is saying the active alcoholic is "being who she 
was born as., We direct her to a 12-step program -
and fast. Neither do we give a·pass to violent offend
ers on the basis that "biology is destiny." 

"Or what if, rather than genetics, it's environ
ment tpat drives a person toward violence or alco
holism .(or homosexuality)? Do we then give those 
conditions a blessing? No, neither for chromosomes 
nor for abusive fathers do we excuse the human 
moral agent from being in the driver's seat. 

"What is sin? Is sin only the acts I commit with 
full volition or is sin even things about myself that I 
was born with and that I loathe (Rom. 7)? Mr. X is 
saddled with a tendency to distemper-right from 
the get-go. Ms. Y is born with a proclivity to gam
bling, something she's been aware of from her first 
nickel bet on a hopscotch game. These things come 
'naturally,' but given their way, they land us in crime 
or debt or neglect of family. No drunk or serial killer 
marches in a parade crying 'Free to be me!' Indeed, 
are not these predispositions the manifold ways that 
the Fall falls on us?" 

Does a just God punish a tendency I was born 
with? Well, if not, then how can God punish any sin, 
since all sin is like that? I have a theory that we are 
all born addicts of some kind or other, all battling (or 
not) our private besetting sins. We must all fight 
temptation by petitioning for grace. . 

"Fair is what a state has," our local Ms. Wagner 
tells her first-grade kiddos. And annoying as that is 
to the alleger of unfairness, the point is well taken. 
What's fair is what God says is fair. What's sin is 
what God says is sin. And whether it's difficult or it's 
easy, and whether it's curable or the battle of a life
time, and even if it means never marrying and satis
fying your physical yearnings (which is a big if), 
God's words leave no wiggle room as He censures 
'Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, 
which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and 
pursued unnatural desire" Uude 7). 
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A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: The genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1 
gives the ancestors of Jesus as traced through 

Joseph. How are Joseph's ancestors related to Jesus 
since Jesus was no relation to Joseph, but only to 
Mary and God? 

Answer: Although Joseph was not Jesus' real or 
biological father, he was his acknowledged and 

legal father. No inspired writer ever called Jesus 
Joseph's son. Rather language is used to show he was 
not really Joseph's son; for example, "being (as was 
supposed) the son of Joseph" (Luke 3 :23). The fact 
of Jesus' virgin birth is clearly asserted by each evan
gelist who tells any details of his birth at all (see 
Matt. 1:18-23; Luke 1:26-35). 

However, inspired writers often record the fact 
that Jesus was considered by those who knew him to 
be Joseph's son and that he was often referred to as 
such by them (see Luke 4:22; John 1:45; 6:42). Had 
Jesus' legal and recognized father not been de-
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scended from David, his Messiahship would un
doubtedly have been called into question. 

There are two genealogies of Jesus. The other is 
in Luke 3. In it Joseph has a different father than the 
one recorded in Matthew, and the genealogies are 
different, in the main, all the way back to David. 
Matthew traces the genealogy through Solomon, fol
lowing David, and Luke traces it through Nathan, 
another son of David. 

A number of explanations have been offered as 
an explanation of this difference, but the most plau
sible is that Matthew gives Jesus' legal and royal ge
nealogy down to Joseph and that Luke gives Jesus' 
actual and biological genealogy, that of Mary's. The 
genealogy recorded by Luke is not stated to be 
Mary's, but if it is not Mary's then we really have no 
actual genealogy of Jesus, tracing physical descent, at 
all. Faulkner University 
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373-5583 

- Alabama -
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m. , Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local conracr (51 0) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Colorado -
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 800 12. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

- Florida-

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun . 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- Oklahoma-
Oklahoma City - Putnam Ciry Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-58 14. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 121 5 S. Main Sr., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. I 0, 11 a .m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exir 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

Cookeville - Norrheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. Ill. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

- Texas-
Carthage - Carrhage Church of Christ, 1309 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW Houston _ Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Sr. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 :30 

Melbourne - Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact j oe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m. , 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Give Firm Foundation as a gift 

1-888-367-6216 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Redwater - Church of Christ, Box 229, 75573, 
(903) 671 -2369, 671-25 15. Sun. 10, 10:50 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p. m. 13 miles w of Texarkana on 
Hwy 67. Mark Miller, evangelist. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341 -7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of C hrist, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1/2 mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the New Testament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$21.49 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Cari"9 & Sharif19 
Newsletter 

0 • • • . .. • 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by llurlon CoiTmnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

(OIO'l)o4 1"01..U'I' 
CONCOtHS 

Of 
OW11WCS 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 p lus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

CRf.'ATEST 
QUES'J'/0,\'S 

(,/,'/ Ill 'I 
flf I ' //Ill.' 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Palacios Church of Christ is looking for a preacher. 
Contact Charles· Hutto, (361) 972-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, black/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
include r~sum6, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., Jax, FL 32208. 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Blue Springs, Missouri. We are first and most 
assuredly looking for a man sound in the faith, 
well seasoned, greatly experienced in personal 
work, willing to put out the effort needed to 
evangelize the area. We will be offering a preachers 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks house and salary. Please e-mail me at 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many Doug168@aol com or send r6sum06 and sample 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for tape to Dougl~s Holland, 39505 NE 3rd St., Oak 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A •Grove, MO 64075. 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

Now available In large print! 

American Standard Version 
The Old and New Testments 

• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

0-940999-45·5 .•••.••..• $59.95 
• Black Genuine leather 

D-940999-4.6-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 4~/ .. •x7~·x 3/e• 

1·56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
.. 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367~216 

Missionaries Wanted for Papua, Indonesia: Work 
in large modern cities, villages or with remote tribes. 
Most places in Papua are still without a church of 
Christ. join our existing team or form a new one. 
There are at least 14 areas that have yet to be 
contacted and deceived by the denominations help 
us get there first. For information contact: Martin 
Johnson 2313 N. Glenisle Ave. #1 Durango, CO 
81302. 970-259·4637 papuamissions@yahoo.com 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Hendersor., TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. Jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu ·Salary comparable. 

Missionary Family in Need of Support. The 
Johnson family (Martin, julie and Sarah) intends 
to work full time with the church of Christ Bible 
School in Papua Indonesia starting early 2005. They 
are in need of financial support both one time and 
monthly. They also are in need of a sponsoring 
congregation. If you can help or know someone 
who might please contact: Martin Johnson 2313 
N. Glenisle Ave. #1 Durango, CO 81302. 970-
259-463 7 papuamissions@yahoo.com 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Now available in large print 
-English Standard Version-

Bonded Leather ••.••.• $59.99 
Genuine Leather •••... $74.99 
Hard cover .••••••••••••••• $34.99 

Firm Foundation (888) 367·6216 

English Standard Version 
Complete ESV Bible {Not red letter) 

word-for-word accuracy and pre-
cis ion, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic reference concor-
dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

Not red letter) 
(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 

158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 

158-134-3507 .. ................. $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 

Hardcover 1 0.5 pt. 
158-134-4368 ..................... $29.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Ref Bible - Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Bonded leather 
Black 158-134·3183 ........... $44.99 
Burgundy158·134-3191 ..... $44.99 
Genuine leather 
Black 158-134·3175 .......... $59.99 
Burgundy158·134-3205 ..... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 158-134-3876 ... $24.99 
Paperback 158-134-4449 .. $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Bonded leather 
Black 158-134-4104 .......... $29.99 
Burgundy158-134-3205 ..... $29.99 
Genuine leather 
Black 158-134-5038 .......... $44.99 
Burgundy158-134-5046 ..... $44.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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20041ndex 

Ballard, Tom 
The Impossible Dream ................................................................. July p. 24 

Brown, T. Pierce 
Hallowed Be Thy Name ............................................................. June p. 15 
Is Baptism a Sign and Seal of Salvation? ................................... Feb. p. 24 
It Was Hid From Them ................................................................ Oct. p. 16 
Principles or Commands .............................................................. Apr. p. 22 
Brownlow-Dindy, Terrance 
Faith ............................................................................................. Dec. p. 27 

Bynum, Houston H. 
Blind Spots ................................................................................... Feb. p. 18 

Caudle, Alan 
Why Does God Allow War? ........................................................ Apr. p. 15 
What Does It Cost to Be a Christian? ........................................ Dec. p. 12 
Faithful Martyr ............................................................................ Aug. p. 18 

Choate, J. C. 
New Radio Programs for Sri Lanka ........................................... May p. 19 

Collins, Carroll 
I Want to Be Baptized .................................................................. Jan. p. 25 

Conley, Frazier 
An Imaginary Visit to a "Church of Christ" ............................... Jan. p. 22 
Docetism Rehabilitated ............................................................... Sept. p. 13 
Even Now, But Not Yet ................................ : ............................. Aug. p. 19 
The Bible .................................................................................... Mar. p. 23 
Three Days and Three Nights" ...................................................... May p. 9 
What Our Brethren of Current Heterodoxy 

Do and Do Not Believe ........................................................... Feb. p. 26 

Cosgrove, Owen 
David and Nathan ......................................................................... Aug. p. 8 

Dalley, Timothy J. 
Negative Health Effects of Homosexuality .............................. May p. 20 

Davies, John 
Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant ....................................... Feb. p. 25 

Deaver, Roy 
Endurance - Steadfastness - Perseverance .............................. Apr. p. 8 

For young teens 

The Other Side of Evolution 
by Jon Gary Williams 

A book on creation/evolution written for teens. It contains 
much factual, easy-to-read information on fossils, 
comparative arguments, the age of the Eanh, etc. In 
addition, it provides an excellent short history of evolution 
and a discussion of the evidences upon which belief in 
creation is based. 65 pgs. paperback 

$4.95 plus $2.50 s/h for one book 
add $.50 s/h for each additional book 
Texas residents add 6.75% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 
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Dobbs, H. A. (Buster) 
Academy ......................................................................................... July p. 2 
At Year's End ................................................................................ Dec. p. 2 
Background .................................................................................... May p. 2 
Death Stinks ................................................................................... Feb. p. 2 
lchabod ................................................................................ ~.~ ....... Mar. p. 2 
Lessons From the Dirge of Ezekiel ............................................... Apr. p. 2 
Sacrilege ............................................................................... ~ ......... Oct. p. 2 
Short and Simple ............................................................... : ........... Sept. p. 2 
The Book ....................................................................................... Nov. p. 2 
What Is Law? ................................................................................ Aug. p. 2 
Is Any Among You Sick? ............................................................. June p. 2 
Polluting the Word ......................................................................... Jan. p. 2 
To Change or Not to Change ....................................................... Jan. p. 16 
To Change or Not to Change ....................................................... Feb. p. 15 
To Change or Not to Change ...................................................... Mar. p. 21 
To Change or Not to Change ............................................ : .......... Apr. p. 19 
To Change or Not to Change ...................................................... May p. 16 
To Change or Not to Change ....................................................... June p. 22 
To Change or Not to Change ........................................... ~ ........... July p. 20 
To Change or Not to Change ...................................................... Aug. p. 22 
To Change or Not to Change ....................................................... Oct. p. 23 
To Change or Not to Change ........................................... : .......... Nov. p. 21 
To Change or Not to Change -The Lord's Supper ................. Dec. p. 23 

Elliott, Raymond 
A Review ...................................................................................... Feb. p. 22 
Is There Life Before Death? ....................................................... Mar. p. 18 
When Was Saul ~ ............................................................... Oct. p. 17 
Holy Spirit Baptism? .................................................................. Dec. p. 17 

Erwin, Andrew D. 
In Defense of Jesus' Deity: a Study of John 5:17-47 ................. Apr. p. 16 
Valuable Lessons From Judges .................................................... Feb. p. 20 

Finley, Jack Jr. 
It Is All About Authority .............................................................. Mar. p. 9 

Fonville, Jesse 
Divine Approval or Benign Endurance? ..................................... Jan. p. 26 

Gardner , Dr. Don (Deceased) 
Enlarge My Coast ......................................................................... Dec. p. 21 

Gardner, Albert 
The Ten Commandments and the Sabbath ............................ : ..... Jan. p. 23 
We Need to Restore Zeal ............................................................. Apr. p. 25 
We Need to Restore Zeal ............................................................ Dec. p. 19 

Gardner, E. Claude 
Instrumental Music Has Divided Again ...................................... Feb. p. 19 
A Road to Leaving ....................................................................... July p. 17 
Thank God for Dedicated Youth ................................................ June p. 20 
Tongue in Cheek: Thank God for All Denominations .............. Dec. p. 22 

Gardner, Ken 
"She Prayed About It, and Then Picked Us" .................. : .... :.~·.,: Nov. p. 16 
The Humility of Wisdom ...................................................... ~ ... :·:,. .. Apr. p. 7 

Gregoreo, A. B. , 
A Synopsis of the Change Agenda ................................... : ......... May p. IS 
For Those Pursuing Unity with Christian Churches ........... :::.~;. Oct. p. 18 
The Shameful Practice of Proof-Texting ................................ ~ .. Sept. p. 15 
Three Kinds ofDisciples With an Unpleasant Future ........... ; •• ; Mar. p. 14 
Wisdom From the Distant Past .............................................. :.;, .. July p. 18 

Hale, Lewis G. 
Another Look at Nadab and Abihu ............................................. Jan. p. 27 

Harrub, Brad Ph.D. ~ , 
Miscarriages - Misunderstood and Misrepresented .......... : .... : Mar. p. 1 S 
Playgrounds, Programs, and Preaching ..................................... Dec. p. 18 



Hobbs, John Ph.D. 
"Calling on the Name of the Lord" ............................................. Jan. p. 19 
Are the "Nones" Really Spiritual? ............................................. May p. 13 
The Suffering Servant of Jehovah ................................................. Feb. p. I 
Satan's Tactics ............................................................................... Nov. p. 8 
Where Should We Place Our Emphasis? ................................... Dec. p. 14 

Horton, Howard R. 
The Reality of Satan ................................................................... June p. 25 

Kelly, Dean 
A Balanced Diet .......................................................................... Mar. p. 20 

Kilpatrick, Marlin 
Extreme Make-Over .................................................................... June p. 26 

Leeper, Richard S. 
The Measure of Greatness ........................................................... July p. 16 
The Word Made Flesh ................................................................. Aug. p. II 

Lewis, Jack P. Ph.D. 
Eating Meat ................................................................................... Mar. p. 1 
God Is Free ................................................................................... Jan. p. 14 
Studies in Pre-literary Prophecy .................................................. Oct. p. 12 
Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets ............................................. Apr. p. 11 
Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets - 3 ...................................... June p. 16 
Studies in the Pre-writing Prophets - 2 ......................................... May p. 1 
Studies of the Pre-literary Prophets: 
The Prophet Samuel ....................................................................... July p. 1 
Studies of the Pre-literary Prophets: 

The Prophets and the Kings ..................................................... Sept. p. 9 
Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets .............................................. Dec. p. 8 
Studies in the Pre-literary Prophets ............................................................ . 
Studies in the Pre-Literary Prophets ............................................ Nov. p. 1 

May , Cecil Jr. 
Q&A ............................................................................................. Jan. p. 37 
Q&A ............................................................................................. Feb. p. 37 
Q&A ..................................................................... ~ ........... Mar. p. 37 
Q&A ............................................................................................. Apr. p. 37 
Q&A ............................................................................................ May p. 34 
Q&A ............................................................................................ June p. 34 
Q&A ............................................................................................. July p. 35 
Q&A ............................................................................................ Aug. p. 37 
Q&A ............................................................................................ Sept. p. 35 
Q&A ............................................................................................. Oct. p. 35 
Q&A ............................................................................................ Nov. p. 35 
Q&A ............................................................................................ Dec. p. 35 

McCord, Hugo (deceased) 
Jesus' Biography in the Psalms .................................................... June p. 6 
The Bible ....................................................................................... Aug. p. I 
The Human Eye ........................................................................... June p. 14 
Three Jerusalems .......................................................................... July p. 11 
"I Saw a New Heaven and a New Earth" ................................... Jan. p. 12 
How Many Heavens? ................................................................... Feb. p. 11 
Against Christ or With Christ? .................................................... May p. 11 
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Soul and Spirit 
By Hugo McCord (deceased) 

' 

M any of us have read enough to be resigned 
to_ the fact that we shal! leave this life 
Wtth unanswered ques twns about the 

soul and spirit. However, what God has revealed we 
ought to find out. 

The Soul 
My mother taught me that my sou l is my immortal 
nature, a part of me that survives the body. What she 
taught is the most important thing knowable about 
the soul, but there are other meanings. The elemen
tal meaning of the word soul (nephesh) is "that which 
breathes": 

To all the beasts of the earth and to all the 
birds of the air and to all creeping things on 
the earth, wherein is the breath [nephesh] of 
life, I have given green plants for fo od (Gen. 
1:30). 

The first time that most versions insert the word 
soul (nephesh) is in Genesis 2:7 : 

And the LORD God fo rmed man o f the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul [nephesh]. 

I used to think that the word soul in Genesis 2:7 
referred to man's immortal nature. Most of the Bible 
occurrences of the word soul (nephesh) do refer to 

man's non-material, immortal nature. I have counted 
24 instances, but the context of nephesh in Genes is 
2:7 (including Gen. 1 :20, 2 1, 24, 26, 30) shows that 

Moses was saying that man, like the fishes, the birds, 
the beasts, and creeping things, is a living breather. 
In Job 4 1:21 (v. 13 in the H ebrew) nephesh is trans
lated "breath." Since the translation "living breather" 
is awkward, and the translation "living soul" is 
misleading, the NASB has "man became a living be
ing. " 

Three times in Leviticus 17:11 the Lord used the 
word nephesh with two di ffe rent meanings: twice 
nephesh means " life" and once nephesh (plural) means 
"souls," our immortal nature. In this particular verse, 
where the word nephesh twice means "life," the 
reference is to the life of an animal being sacrificed, 
and the word nephesh (plural) meaning "souls," the 
reference is to the immortal sou ls of "the children of 
Israel" (cf. v. 12) : 

For the li fe of the flesh [of the animal] is in 
the blood; and I have given it to you upon the 
altar to make a tonement for your souls; for it 
is the blood that makes atonement by reason 
of the life. 

The Spirit 
Elementally, the word spirit (ruach in the Hebrew; 
pneuma in the Greek) also means that which 
breathes, and as such refers to animals and to hu
mans alike: 

W ho knows that the breath [ruach] of man as
cends upward and the breath [ruach] of the 
beast descends downward to the earth? (Eccl. 
3 :21). 
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Editorial 

Morality 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Varied are the answers to the question, 
"How do we determine if something is 
right or wrong?" 

Philosophers in Western civilization, gener
ally, have proposed as the highest good: (a.) 
happiness or p leasure; (b.) virtue, or obligation; 
and (c.) the fullest harmonious development of 
human potential. 

The rule of right behavior has for many 
years been obedience to divine commandments 
in scriptural texts. With the dissing of C hristianity, so popular in 
educational and entertainment circles, there is a diminishing of 
Bible values. The inevitable result is the rise of what has been 
called "the new morality," which, as one wit observed, is the old 
immorality. Peter de Vries's Slouching Toward Bethlehem took on 
the new morality; when a schoolteacher seduces her precocious 
student, she begins to sport not the scarlet letter A but the incan
descent sexual grade of A-p lus. 

The Genesis flood is a thunderous condemnation of the fool
ish notion that morals rise from within people. "It is not in man 
that walketh to direct his steps" Uer. 10:23). 

Still, it is true that God has placed ete rnity in the heart of man 
(Eccl. 3:11). "Yet so that man cannot find out the work that God 
hath done from the beginning even to the end." The God-given 
sp irit in every human body (Eccl. 12:7) has a sense of right and 
wrong. Without revelation man would still know that some things 
are wrong and other things are right because of the intrinsic na
ture of the thing being considered. "I find then the law, that, to me 
who would do good, evil is present. For I delight in the law of God 
after the inward man: but I see a different law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captiv
ity under the law of sin which is in my members" (Paul the 
apostle). 

The frui t of the spirit mentioned in Galatians chapter five is 
the fruit of the human spirit ... not the Comforter. 

The human spirit hungers and thirsts for righteousness, and 
pants for God (Matt. 5 :6; Ps. 42:1). We know that some things are 
inherently wrong and other things fundamentally right simply be
cause of the nature and fitness of things. This innate knowledge of 
right and wrong is sometimes called co nscious. However, con
scious can be perverted, seared, and rendered useless - and even 
harmful. 



time of the great flood were gifted with his inner standard of good 
and bad, but by common consent and the distortion of good judg
ment the human race fell into deepest degradation. ''And the earth 
was corrupt before God., and the earth was filled with violence" 
(Gen. 6: 11). 

Only Noah and his family "found favor in the sight of the 
Lord" (Gen. 6:8). Reflect on that for a moment- out of the teem
ing millions only one man and his small family were righteous in 
the pure eyes of Jehovah. All the rest were evil. 

Babies born into the world before the flood had a sense of 
what was morally right, but were soon sucked into the black hole 
of depravity. All of society had succumbed to the devastating de
mands of a world community united in wickedness. The festering 
sore of ungodliness had covered humankind from sole to crown. 
There was no soundness in it. Corruption was so widespread and 
powerful. that there was no possibility that an innocent child born 
into its Influence would resist its magnetic attraction. It was a car
nival of vice. 

The world of humans before the flood was much like Israel 
before Babylonian captivity as described by the eloquent Isaiah: 

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-
. doers, children that deal corruptly! they have forsaken jeho
vah, they have despised the Holy One of Israel, they are es
. tranged and gone backward. Why will ye be still stricken, that 
ye revolt more and more? the whole head is sick, and the 
whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and 
fresh stripes: they have not been closed, neither bound up, 
neither mollified with oil (lsa. 1 :4-6). 

Judah before the captivity was hopeless and the only cure was 
complete destruction of the city and driving the people from their 
beloved country. Please note that this was something they had 
brought on themselves- "they forsook Jehovah ... despised the 
Holy One ... had estranged themselves and gone backwards ... re
volted· yet more and more." 

Those who lived before the deluge described in Genesis were 
also in the depths of despair. Their only future was the insupport
able grief that immorality always brings. They refused to listen to 
Noah's preaching of righteousness, and every hour of every day 
sought some new way to do evil things. The condition of the 
world was ghastly. 

The only solution in the judgment of the Almighty was to wash 
it all away in a universal flood that would destroy everything in 
which there was the breath of life, excepting the humans and ani
mals that were in the barge-like vessel Jehovah had commanded 
Noah to· build. The world that was before the flood had to perish, 
and there had to be a new beginning (2 Pet. 3:8-11). 

This illustrates how people with an inherent sense of morality 
can nevertheless make themselves incorrigible, losing the image of 
God that was originally in them, and making themselves "dead 
through- 'trespasses and sins." 

You cannot trust the counsel of depraved people who have lost 
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all moral discernment, and who deny the very God 
that made them. 

As a vivid example of a seared conscious and ears 
itching to hear license for licentiousness, consider 
Peter Singer1 of Princeton University - a man who 
has been called the "most influential philosopher 
alive." Doctor Singer was interviewed by Marvin 
Olasky. Here is an excerpt from the dialogue: 

[Olasky wrote] don't expect Peter Singer to 
be quoted heavily on the issue of same-sex 
marriage. That for him is intellectual child's 
play, already logically decided, and it's time to 
move on to polyamory [group sex]. While 
politicians debate the definition of marriage 
between two people, Mr. Singer argues that 
any kind of "fully consensual" sexual behav
ior involving two people or 200 is ethically 
fine. 

For example, when I asked him last month 
about necrophilia (what if two people make 
an agreement that whoever lives longest can 
have sexual relations with the corpse of the 
person who dies first?), he said, "There's no 
moral problem with that." Concerning besti
ality (should people have sex with animals, 
seen as willing participants?), he responded, 
"I would ask, 'What's holding you back from 
a more fulfilling relationship?' [but] it's not 
wrong inherently in a moral sense." 

If the 21st century becomes a Singer cen
tury, we will also see legal infanticide of born 
children who are ill or who have ill older sib
lings in need of their body parts. Question: 
What about parents conceiving and giving 
birth to a child specifically to kill him, take his 
organs, and transplant them into their ill 
older children? Mr. Singer: "It's difficult to 
warm to parents who can take such a de
tached view, [but] they're not doing some
thing really wrong in itself." Is there anything 
wrong with a society in which children are 
bred for spare parts on a massive scale? "No." 

[B]eyond even an inherent selfishness dis
guised as altruism, Mr. Singer's proposals for 
consensuality suffer from a lack of realism. 
While even the voluntary standards he pro
poses sound beastly enough, he does not rec
ognize that bullies would soon give them pre
ferred status to make them compulsory. If 
"voluntary euthanasia' became common, the 
pressure would grow on the elderly or the dis-

1Peter Singer holds a number of degrees from respected universi
ties, including a prestigious Ph.D. from Oxford University. He has writ
ten books and that have appeared in 19 languages. 
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abled to get out of the way rather than use up 
resources. If infanticide under "strict" condi
tions were legalized, the conditions would 
soon be loosened, reporters would discover 
inequities where it was allowed in some cir
cumstances and not others, and soon infanti
cide on partenal demand would become stan
dard. That's what happened with abortion. 

[Singer] has consistently tossed aside the 
Declaration of Independence concept .that all . 
of us are created equal. Instead, the worth of a 
life varies according to its rationality and self
consciousness, with no essential divide be
tween animals and humans. For example, 
given a choice between keeping alive an adult 
chimpanzee and a human infant, the chimp 
should beat out the child. He has also thrown 
out the historical distinction between liberty 
and license (as in, licentious behavior): Any 
activity is ethical as long as it is consensual 
(World magazine, Nov. 27, 2004). 

Man's ability to think ... to reason ... to con
clude ... and to communicate can, obviously, be cor
rupted and used by the flesh to blight sacred prin
ciples of right and wrong. 

Gene Edward Veith (World, Dec. 4, 2004) made 
this telling observation: 

Many Americans, for example, think moral
ity is nothing more than a subjective prefer
ence, ungrounded in the real world outside 
themselves. They assume that God too exists 
only inside their heads, if He exists at all, and 
that He need not be consulted in practical 
matters. Many Americans either know noth
ing of the past or believe that the wisdom of · · 
the ages should be discarded on the grounds : 
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that it is not modern. Many Americans go so 
far as to reject the very existence of any objec
tive truth, insisting that reality itself is nothing 
more than a construction of their minds, to be 
reconstructed in any way they please. 

Such a combination of ignorance, confu
sion, and hostility to knowledge is held today 
mainly by our smart people. It is precisely our 
intellectuals who are questioning the value of 
reason and the possibility of knowledge. We 
have thinkers without beliefs, fine minds with 
nothing in them. · 

In America's democratic republic, citizens 
of various intelligence levels can take part. In 
the Christian church too, people with the 
whole range of intellectual abilities can find 
welcome and fulfillment. Some level of 
knowledge, though, is important for citizen
ship in both the kingdoms of this world and 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Americans are smart enough, but it would 
be helpful for Americans -liberals, conserva
tives, Christians, and everyone - to know 
more, to be open to truths that go beyond 
their own limited interests, desires, and pref
erences. "My people are destroyed" not for 
lack of intelligence, but "for lack of knowl
edge" (Hosea 4:6). 

Well, then, what are we to do? What are we to 
do? 

At birth we have an ingrained appreciation of 
what is just. The sensual appetites of the flesh and 
the influence of our surroundings combine to distort 
this sense of what we ought to do and be. If that is 
the end of the matter, then our situation is alarm
ingly dangerous. 

Fortunately, God did not leave us in this predica
ment, but has given us a written revelation, which 
Paul called "scripture breathed of God." We know 
the difference in right and wrong because the Bible 
delineates good and bad, and our inner moral dis
cernment confirms it - if conscience has not been 
damaged beyond repair. 

The certitude of morality is established by revela
tion- and in no other way. The Word of God en
lightens the eyes of our understanding and re-con
firms our instinctive, common sense understanding 
of the true and the false. The only absolute standard 
for correct conduct is what God has said. A thing is 
right or wrong because God said so. 

"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; 
But the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 
14: 12). The compass that always points humankind 

in the right way is the revealed and confirmed wis
dom of the Lord. 

God gave Moses the highest ethical standard the 
world has ever known in ten magnificent commands 
(Exod. 20: 1-17). 

The Holy Spirit reiterated this basic code of mo
rality in telling us what constitutes works of the flesh 
(Gal. 5:19-21) and what constitutes the fruit of the 
human spirit (Gal. 5:22-23 ). The "thou shalts" and 
the "thou shalt nots" of divine revelation are the 
only sure way of knowing what is a certified good
ness and what is accredited sin. 

This brings us full circle to once again affirm 
"Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion which is in righteousness. That the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work." 

Moreover, the Bible is and will ever be the only 
absolute standard for judgment Uohn 12:48). 

Alexis deTocqueville, Democracy in America, ob
served: 

Religion perceives in civil liberty a noble 
exercise for the faculties of man; and in the 
political world a field prepared by the Creator 
for the efforts of mind. Free and powerful in 
its own sphere, satisfied with the place re
served for it, religion never more surely estab
lishes its empire than when it reigns in the 
hearts of man unsupported by anything save 
its native strength. 

Liberty regards religion as a companion in 
all its battles and its triumphs, as the cradle of 
its infancy and the divine source of its rights. 
It considers religion as a safeguard of mamrs 
[morals, manners, customs], and mreurs as the 
best security of law and the surest pledge of 
the duration of freedom. 
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Soul and Spirit 
(continued fro m page 1) 

Then the word refers to the wind (Gen. 8:1 ; 
John 3:8), ro one's attitude (Prov. 16 :18; 17 :22; Gal. 
6:1-2), and especially to man's non-material, immor
tal nature (as Ps. 31:5; Luke 23 :46). I have counted 
14 instances. 

When God spoke of creating "man in his own 
image" (Gen. 1:27), he was no t speaking of the 
shape of the clay that he molded, but of that which is 
invisible which he put inside of man. God's nature is 
"spirit" Oohn 4:24 ), not "flesh and blood" (1 Cor. 
15:5 0). It therefore follows that the part of man cre
ated in God' s image is man's spirit. O ne gets his 
body from his parents, but it is "the Father of spirits" 
(Heb. 12:9) who "forms the spirit of man within 
him" (Zech. 12: 1). W hen death comes to man's 
physical body, then his "spi ri t will return tO God 
who gave it" (Eccl. 12:7). 

When Jesus' body was taken down from the 
cross, he had already committed his spirit back tO his 
Father (Luke 23 :46). Before devout Christians had 
buried Stephen 's bruised corpse, the Lord had al
ready received his "spirit" (Acts 7:59). 

A Comparison 
Clearly the words soul and spirit are sometimes used 
interchangeably, referring to man's non-material and 
immortal nature. But Hebrews 4: 12 shows that the 
word soul and spirit are not always synonyms. The 
word spirit is never used to refer to a whole person, 
as "in the days of Noah .. . eight souls ... were 
brought safely through the water" (1 Pet. 3:20). The 
word soul is often used to refer to a corpse (as in 
H ag. 2: 13 ; Ps. 16:10; Acts 2 :27), but never is the 
word spirit so used. A "spirit does not have fl esh and 
bones" (Luke 24:39), but they are included in the 
command, " Let every soul be subject tO the higher 
powers" (Rom. 13 : 1). 

Furthermore, 1 Thessalonians 5 :23 does not 
teach that man is a th ree-part being: "spirit and soul 
and body." The probable explanation is that the 
verse is another example of soul meaning "life" (as in 
Leviticus 17 :11 ). This explanation of a difficult verse 
says that Paul was pray ing that the undying spirits 
and mortal bodies of the Thessalonians might be 
alive and blameless at the Lord's coming. 
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James 5:20 refers to man's soul (which is immor
tal, Rev. 6 :9-10) as being capable of death. I believe 
the explanation is that the death of James 5:20 is not 
that of man's immortal nature, but is the "second 
death" (Rev. 2:1 1; 2 1: 8), that is, " the hell of fire, " 
the " lake of fire," in which all victims will be alive 
"forever and ever" (Matt. 5 :22; Rev. 14:11; 20:10). 

A great cause of rejoicing is that there is in man 
something, called either soul or spirit, which came 
from heaven in God's own image and likeness, which 
is undying, and which God loves and yearns for its 
returning tO him, cleansed, washed, purified, sancti
fied, regenerated, justified, and glorified (Gen. 1:2 7; 
35 :18; Ps. 3 1:5 ; Zech. 12:1; Eccl. 12:7; John 3 :16; 
15 :3; Eph. 5 :26; Co l. 1:27; 3 :4; T itus 3 :5, 7; 1 Pet. 
1:22; Rev. 1:5). 
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Praise Teams, Cheerleaders, 
Pep Rallies, and Choirs 

By Richard Norman 

'"What's wrong with praise teams?n 
We seek to hold to the pattern principle of New Tes
tament Christianity including the pattern of New 
Testament worship. We have traditionally said the 
New Testament authorizes at least five elements 
[items] of worship that we know from scripture are 
approved by God: singing, praying, giving, preach
ing, and observance of the Lord's Supper. 

We want to worship God as God wants, not as 
we want. 

Yet, we are given limited instruction in scripture 
regarding singing as worship: Ephesians 5:19; 
Colossians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 14:15, 26; James 
5:13; Romans 15:9; Hebrews 2:12; Matthew 26:30; 
Acts 16:25; and Hebrews 13:15. In these passages 
we have all the instruction from our God regarding 
singing. There is nothing in scripture to tell us how 
singing should be conducted in Christian worship. 

It has been our practice in churches of Christ for 
at least 200 years or more in America to have one 
man direct the congregation in singing "psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs ... unto the Lord." 

What would be the harm, we are asked, in using 
two men to direct our singing? Perhaps one could 
sing the melody and the other sing a harmonic line 
such as tenor or bass? There is nothing in scripture, 
of course, that would preclude this, nor is there any
thing to preclude using four men singing all four 
parts to lead the congregation. There is just as much 
biblical authority for four as there is for one, for 
there is no biblical suggestion as to how a congrega
tion is to be led in singing. Thus was born the con
cept of "praise teams." 

It is difficult to find a man, however, who can 
sing high enough to sing the alto part in a range that 
would actually sound like alto singing to altos. They 
would have to be very young boys who sing well, or 
men who can sing well in their falsetto voice. The 
thought is that since the song leader is a man, per
haps it would be just as scriptural for a woman to 
sing the alto. Mter all, she would not be leading the 

congregation (just a part of the congregation - the 
alto singers). Some have decided to allow two 
women to sing in their praise team - a soprano and 
an alto (two women leading half or more of the con
gregation). 

Some churches have their praise team seated ran
domly in the audience with lapel microphones or 
hand-held microphones while the song leader stands 
up front to direct the congregation. Some have their 
praise team seated together - perhaps on the front 
row or a row near the front. Other congregations 
have their praise team to actually stand before the 
congregation along with their song leader. (Wouldn't 
it be neat if they all wore matching jackets?) 

One congregation decided they did not have a 
bass singer with a strong enough voice, so they asked 
two men to sing bass in their praise team. So, before 
the congregation stood a song leader and a praise 
team of five singers (six singers in all, counting the 
song leader). If that is acceptable, then why not add 
another tenor and make it seven; add another alto 
and make it eight; add another soprano and make it 
nine singers? If that is acceptable, what about having 
a praise team of 16 or 32 singers? If it would be neat 
to have the praise team all wear matching jackets, 
why not just go ahead and call them a choir and give 
them all matching robes? 

Praise teams (and sometimes even our song lead
ers) at times include songs much too difficult for 
congregational singing, thus excluding the majority 
of the congregation from singing at all. At times, the 
antics of the praise team bear remarkable resem
blance to cheerleaders, and worship becomes a vir
tual spiritual pep rally with dancing in the aisles. 
This is especially true of the current trend in "youth 
rallies" with their raucous behavior. 

What exactly is the difference between a praise 
team and a choir? At what point does a praise team 
evolve into a choir? What is the magic number -
four singers, eight, 16, or 32? 

Praise teams are a question of expediency. There 
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are many things which may be lawful. There is no 
specific "law against it." There is nothing in scripture 
to prohibit or preclude using a praise team (at least 
one made up of all men) to lead the congregational 
singing. There is no direct command, approved ex
ample or necessary inference to guide us. Thus, it 
may be thought "lawful," but is it really expedient? 
Paul said he refused to be brought under anything 
which may be lawful, but not actually expedient (1 
Cor. 6:12). Is Paul's premise valid to reject what is 
not expedient? 

The expediency of having a praise team is a ques
tion of "why?" Why have a praise team? What is its 
purpose? We are told that if the congregation could 
actually hear the different parts sung clearly over the 
speaker system, they would be able to sing along bet
ter. That is the same premise that brought in instru
mental music and choirs many years ago. It is a false 
assumption and has always been false. 

The only real "expediency" is to have some 
means of getting the entire congregation to start sing
ing together and keep them together "as one voice" 
through the song. One man can help us do this. It is 
not "expedient" to have a crowd of leaders. 

The truth is, most people don't sing any better 
than they are able though led by a piano, a rock group, 
a symphony orchestra, a brass band, or the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir. Expediency can't be established. 

The real problem is that we have some who are 
ashamed of our congregational singing. They simply 
don't think we sing very well in churches of Christ. 
They don't like the way our singing sounds to their 
own ears. Most who are pushing praise teams today 
are, to some extent, trained singers who, for some 
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reason, seem to feel that every Christian must be a 
trained singer in order to worship God acceptably in 
"psalms and hymns and spiritual songs." That is mu
sical snobbery. 

The truth is, most people are not trained singers 
and don't want to be. If a church holds a singing 
school today, a very small fraction of the member
ship will show up. The truth is, we sing the words of 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs to God from our 
hearts. God listens to the words spoken from the 
depths of our hearts, not to the singing ability of our 
voices. We sing to God, not man. 

Most people do not really know what "singing" 
is. Singing is "sustained speaking." Thus, singing is 
not humming or whistling (both are vocal). Neither 
is singing stomping or clapping, swaying or wiggling. 
Our worship in song today is often more "praise" 
songs than songs of "teaching and admonishing one 
another." 

So long as Christians are speaking to one an
other, teaching and admonishing one another from 
our hearts, expressing with our lips our praise and 
thanksgiving to God, our singing is glorious. 
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Postmodern Preaching 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

T he theme of many change agents is that we 
must have a new kind of preaching among 
our churches if we are to meet the needs of 

post-modern society. Those clamoring for the new 
kind of preaching evidently do not know that it is 
not new at all. It is, rather, a revival of the old de
nominational preaching that has flourished in our 
society for the last 200 years. Only the label is new! 

•:• They tell us we must "tell the story" rather than 
preach the gospel and expound scripture. That use to 
be called "testifying!" 

•:• They say we should "share our story." Formerly 
that was called "witnessing." 

•:• They call for "narrative preaching" in place of 
offering scriptural proof to document our 
points. This has been the stock and trade of Protes
tant preachers for generations past. Such an ap
proach is necessary for their kind of preaching, since 
you cannot prove that for which there is no proof. 

•:• They want emotionally-charged services with 
audience interaction such as raising of hands, sway
ing to music, clapping, and vocal responses. But 
such is only a modern version of the old-time reviv
alism of yesteryear. It is the worship style of Pente
costal and other charismatic churches. 

•:• They demand an entertainment type of wor
ship service. But this has long been the style of the 
neo-Pentecostals, Billy Graham's crusades, and the 
tel-evangelists. 

•:• Their salvation message is that sinners can be 
saved by God's gra(.e through faith alone. Such has 
been the standard doctrine of Baptist, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and Lutheran churches for over 200 
years. 

•:•They down-play baptism as merely a declara
tion of one's faith and salvation. This approach is 
likewise borrowed from our religious neighbors. It is 
not new at all. 

•:• They wish to free women from the restraints 
imposed by Paul's instructions (1 Cor. 14:33-34; 1 
Tim. ·2:11-12), and give them equal status and op
portunities in the leadership of the churches. This of 
course has deep roots in the Pentecostal movement 
and f6iiows the example of the liberal Protestant 

churches that have embraced the demands of the 
Feminist Movement. 

•:• They wish to substitute a subjective, intuitive 
approach to interpreting the scripture for a rea
soned, systematic approach. This they have bor
rowed from the same denominational sources. Our 
insistence on having a "thus saith the Lord" for what 
we believe and do; our looking for commands, ap
proved examples, and necessary inferences, is for
eign and distasteful to change agents. It is likewise 
distasteful to denominational preachers, past and 
present. 

•:• They exhibit a desire and willingness to be ecu
menical in their fellowship; to embrace as fellow
Christians, anyone and everyone who says, "Jesus is 
Lord." This certainly is not new. The digressives of 
the Disciples of Christ made that an integral part of 
their program from 1865 onward, as have most of 
our Protestant neighbors. 

So when you read the books pouring forth from 
our university professors, or hear preachers calling 
for change so that we can survive in the postmodern 
21st century, remember that what you are encounter
ing is a revival of old error which our fathers rightly 
rejected. Its is not a biblical approach to faith and 
worship. It is a rejection of that which is based sol
idly on scripture for that which finds it basis in hu
man emotion and thinking. As the pop song of the 
'50s had it, "Everything Old Is New Again." 
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The Empty Pew 
By Alan Caudle 

T hen the same day at evening, being the 
first day of the week, when the 
doors were shut where the disciples 

were assembled for fear of the Jews, came 
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. And when he had so 
said, he shewed unto them his hands and his 
side. Then were the disciples glad, when they 
saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, 
Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you. And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whose 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained. But Thomas, one of the twelve, 
called Didymus, was not with them when 
Jesus came Uohn 20: 19-24} 

And thou shalt be missed, because thy seat 
will be empty (1 Sam. 20:18}. 

Blessed are those who realize the importance of 
faithful fellowship at the appointed times of worship 
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and study in the Lord's church. And impoverished is 
he who sees not the significance of attendance when
ever the saints are gathered together. One cannot 
worship by proxy. Only as we attend in person and 
blend our hearts and voices together in praise to God 
can our souls be blessed. But, sadly, some members of 
the church fail to realize the consequences of their 
absence and the relinquishing of their presence to an 
empty pew. 

Some Things Thomas Missed by His Absence 
: It was evident that not only did Thomas miss fellow

ship with the apostles but fellowship with jesus as 
well. Regardless of his reasons, the fact that he was not 
there caused Thomas to miss this fellowship, "and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

He also missed the Lord's benediction ("Peace be 
unto you.") and the commission to serve ("as my Fa
ther hath sent me, even so I send you"), along with 
gladness of those who were there when the Lord ap
peared. He was not present for the endowment of 
power ("He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost") nor the assurance that 
God had raised Christ from the dead. There is a last
ing lesson to be learned from this occasion: What 
Thomas missed on that first Lord's day after the res
urrection, we today miss when we fail to attend wor
ship services of the church. 

The Message of the Empty Pew 

The emptiness exhibited by the unattended pew tells 
the world that God and his righteousness are not 
first in the life of the one who is not there. All 
should realize that, to receive the bountiful blessings 
promised by the Lord, we must "seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; ·and all 
these things shall be added unto you" (Matt.· 6:33). 
It says that the absentee does not enjoy fellowship 
with the Lord and his company as much as the 
things of the world ... is not steadfast in the apostle's 
doctrine ... and suggests a lack of interest ih'the fu
ture of the soul. 

The empty pew is a lost opportunity to worship 
God. It is lack of appreciation of a great Bible truth: 



But the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
true worshipers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth Oohn 4:23-24). 

If we miss a worship service to God, we miss an oppor
tunity to teach and admonish one another (and of be
ing taught and admonished), "Speaking to yourselves 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord" (Eph. 
5: 19). We miss the opportunity to pray together, 
"praying one for another," and to be edified ( 1 Cor. 
14:16-18), to partake of the Lord's supper (Acts 
20:7), to contribute of our means (1 Cor. 16:2), and, 
as is exhorted by the writer of Hebrews, an opportu
nity to encourage: ''And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works" (Heb. 10:24). 

Non-attendance sends the sad signal that it is all 
right to forsake the assembly (Heb. 10:25) and that 
not only have we failed to promote the growth of the 
Lord's church, but we do not fear God nor love his 
truth ("Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind 
them about thy neck; write them upon the table of 
thine heart" [Prov. 3:3]). The avoidable, uninterested 
absence is truly a tragedy - God cannot depend on 
an empty pew. 

On How Many Can the Lord Depend? 
It has been said that one-fourth of the membership of 
the average church could be dropped from the rolls 
and the efforts of those would not be missed (neither 
would it weaken the congregation). Regardless of its 
validity, the statement begs answer to the question: 
Mter sifting out the selfish, negligent, worldly, care
less, and the lukewarm ... how many would be left? 
How many are the members on which God can de
pend? Gideon had only one out of each one hundred 
Qudges 7). May it be said today that the faithful far 
outnumber that in diligent service to the Lord. 

There is, has been, and always will be a great 
need for diligence, steadfastness, and enthusiasm for 
the work of the church ... and a realization of the im
portance of each member's part in it's work. Let us 
work and pray each day for the absence of the empty 
pew - and for the realization that our presence at 
every service could effect the outcome of our souls' 
destination .. . and the path to eternity for others 
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Worship in Spirit 
and Truth 

by Terrance Brownlow-Dindy 

J
esus' compound statement concerning ~orship, 

in John 4:23, is sufficient to communicate the 
manner in which man is obliged to worship 
God, "true worshipers will worship the Father 

in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him." Nevertheless, Christ goes on to em
ploy use of the language's strongest imperative in re
affirming the way we're to worship, "God is Spirit, 
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth" (v. 24 ). Man has no alternatives when it 
comes to worshiping God, despite popular belief. It 
is a "must." 

Let us consider the simple meaning of the phrase, 
"in spirit and truth." The New Analytical Greek Lexi
con defines pneuma (new-rna), the Greek word trans
lated "spirit" in our English Bibles: "the seat of 
thought; the immaterial, invisible part of man." The 
Lord, in his prayer to the Father recorded in John 17, 
gives a precise definition of truth: "Thy word is truth" 
(v. 17). 

Thus, the Divine sanction regarding worship is: 
man must worship God thoughtfully, internally, and 
according to his word. No mere externals! No hu
manly devised innovations! Belton Church of Christ 
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The Pre-literary Prophets. 
Second Lesson on Eliiah 

By Jack Lewis, Ph.D. 

Elijah was far from being finished facing the 
wrath of Jezebel when he had slaughtered the 
prophets of Baal. Upon learning what Elijah 

had done to the 450 prophets, Jezebel sent him word 
in what is known as the uncompleted oath. In such 
an oath, one invokes the deity but never states the 
actual consequences on one's own self. In this case, 
"May the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not 
make your life as the life of one of them (one of the 
450 prophets of Baal) by this time tomorrow" (1 
Kings 19:2). Jezebel had already promoted her cause 
in Israel by killing the prophets of the Lord (1 Kings 
18:4, 13). Martyred prophets is a biblical theme. 
Years after Elijah, King Jehoiakim had the prophet 
Uriah extradited from Egypt and had him executed 
Oer. 26:20-23). 
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Elijah knew that Jezebel meant business. He was 
understandably afraid. His only recourse was to get 
out of the land, out of Israel, and out of the territory 
where Jezebel could manipulate his extradition. He 
fled south to Beersheba where he left his servant. 
Then he went alone for a day into the desert. No 
MacDonalds, Backyard Burgers, or Wendys were 
there! In desperation, he lay down under a broom 
tree. There were not many trees in the Sinai desert. 
He asked the Lord that he might die: "It is enough; 
now, 0 Lord, take away my life; for I am no better 
than my fathers" (1 Kings 19:4). 

An angel awakened him urging him to get up and 
eat. At his head was a cake of bread baked on hot 
coals and a jar of water. He ate and drank and lay 
down again only to have the angel stir him again urg
ing him to eat lest the journey be too much for him. 
He ate again and in that strength went forty days and 
nights until he came to Horeb which is called the 
mount of God. It was at Horeb that Moses, years be
fore, had received the law. 

Elijah found a cave. He had gotten away from 
Jezebel but not from the Lord. The word of the Lord 
asked him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" (1 
Kings 19:9). Horeb was hardly where a prophet 
would find an audience to hear the word of God he 
should announce. In total despondency Elijah replied, 

I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God 
of hosts; for the people of Israel have for
saken thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life to 
take it away (1 Kings 19:10). 

The Lord ordered Elijah to stand on the mount 
before the Lord as the Lord passed by. A great strong 
wind rent the mountain and broke the rocks in 
pieces, but the Lord was not in the wind. There was 
an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth
quake. There was a fire but the Lord was not in the 
fire. But then there was a still small voice. 

The question earlier asked was repeated: "What 
are you doing here, Elijah?" Elijah repeated ·his com-



plaint (1 Kings 19:14). Rather than giving him sym
pathy, the Lord ordered him to return to the wilder
ness of Damascus. There he was to anoint Hazael to 
be king over Aram, to anoint Jehu son of Nimshi 
king over Israel, and to anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah to be prophet in his place. The area 
that earlier translations called "Syria" is now called 
''Aram" and the people are "Arameans." This episode 
is the one example of anointing of a prophet in the 
Old Testament; however, the Psalms seem to men
tion such a practice: "Touch not my anointed ones, 
do my prophets no harm!" (1 Chron. 16:22; Ps. 
105 :15). Each of these figures anointed by Elijah is 
to have a role in slaughtering Baal worshipers. But 
especially significant is the Lord's assurance to Elijah 
that he would leave 7,000 who have not bowed the 
knee to Baal (1 Kings 19:18). Elijah had miscounted. 
He was not alone as he had thought. 

Of the tasks given Elijah, he got around to Elisha 
first; the others remained for Elisha to complete. 
Elijah found Elisha plowing 12 yoke of oxen, and he 
threw his mantel over him (1 Kings 19:19). Elisha 
wanted to tell his parents goodbye. We are not told 
whether he actually did or not. He did sacrifice the 
oxen. Elisha followed Elijah and ministered to him. 
Their relationship is the nearest to a teacher-disciple 
relation in the accounts of Israel's prophets. Isaiah 
much later speaks of his disciples (Isa. 8:16), but we 
haye no details of their relationship. 

Elijah was not the only prophet active in Israel at 
this period. An anonymous prophet advised Ahab in 
the wars against Ben-hadad the Aramean. This 
prophet assured Ahab of victory (1 Kings 20: 13ff). 
He also warned him after a victory that the 
Arameans would be back at the next season ( 1 Kings 
20:22). One, called "a man of God" (1 Kings 20:28), 
again promised Ahab victory. Then after Ahab had 
let Ben-hadad go free, one of the sons of the proph
ets (1 Kings 20:35), who is also called "a prophet" (1 
Kings 20:38, 41), rebuked Ahab by a symbolic act. In 
the study of the prophets this usage of terms raises 
the question of the distinction between "sons of 
prophets" and "prophets." 

Naboth's Vineyard 

The ethical interest of the pre-writing prophets came 
to the fore in the episode of Naboth's vineyard. Ahab 
wanted the vineyard, but Naboth refused to sell his 
ancestral holding. In Israel, even the king could not 
force a sale. But jezebel came from a monarchy of 
more absolute power. She sent letters to the elders 

and nobles in Naboth's city proposing that they pro
claim a fast at which Naboth would be accused of 
having cursed God and the king. Two worthless fel
lows were found to make the accusation. Naboth 
was executed by stoning. 

jezebel informed Ahab that Naboth was dead 
and sent him to take possession of the vineyard. 
Whom should Ahab meet but Elijah? Elijah asked, 
"Have you killed, and also taken possession? ... In 
the place where the dogs have licked up the blood of 
Naboth shall dogs lick up your own blood" (1 Kings 
21:19). 

Ahab responded, "Have you found me, 0 my en
emy?" (1 Kings 21:20). Elijah continued his rebuke 
reminding Ahab that he had sold himself to do evil. 
The Lord would cut off every male from Ahab's 
house. Ahab would found no lasting dynasty. The 
dogs would eat jezebel within the bounds of jezreel. 
The dogs would eat those belonging to Ahab who 
died in the city and the birds of the air those who 
died in the open country (1 Kings 21:21-24). An ex
tremely adverse verdict is passed on Ahab by the 
writer of the Book of Kings. 
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But Ahab, at Elijah's warning, tore his clothes, 
put on sackcloth, fasted, lay in sackcloth, and went 
about dejectedly. Elijah was then informed by the 
Lord that because Ahab had humbled himself, the 
Lord would not bring the threatened evil in Ahab's 
day but wou ld bring it in his son's days (1 Kings 
21:27-29). This is an excellent illustration of the fact 
that a threatened prophecy can be postponed by re
pentance. 

Elijah and Ahaziah 
Ahab, killed in battle, was succeeded on the throne 
by Ahaziah his son (1 Kings 22:51). Ahaziah, despite 
his name ("The Lord Sustains"), during his reign of 
two years was a worshiper of Baal, following the pat-
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tern of his father and of his mother (1 Kings 22:52). 
He, by accident, fell through the lattice of his upper 
chamber. He sent his messengers to inquire of 
Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, whether or not he 
would recover (2 Kings 1:1-2). 

Elijah was sent by the Lord to intercept the mes
sengers with a word of rebuke for the idolatry and to 
deliver the news that Ahaziah would die. When the 
messengers delivered this message to the king and 
described the messenger, Ahaziah recognized that the 
warner was Elijah. Elijah could be recognized by his 
dress (2 Kings 1:7-8). All prophets must not have 
dressed that way. 

The king sent a captain with 50 men to arrest 
Elijah. Elijah called down fire from heaven to con
sume the man and his 50. A second captain sent ex
perienced the same fate. This episode has its echo in 
the New Testament when the disciples wanted to call 
down fire on the Samaritan village which had re
fused to receive Jesus (Luke 9:54). A third captain 
came with his 50 to Elijah and begged Elijah for his 
life and for that of the men with him. The angel of 
the Lord then instructed Elijah to go with him. Elijah 
delive red in person his threatening message to 
Ahaziah. Ahaziah died childless, and his brother 
Jehoram reigned in his stead (2 Kings 1: 17). 
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Eliiah' s Ascension 
Elijah and Elisha went from Gilgal to Bethel. Elisha 
refused to be left behind (2 Kings 2:1-14). The sons 
of the prophets at Bethel reminded Elisha that Elijah 
was to be taken from him. They next went to Jericho 
where again the sons of the prophets there told 
Elisha that Elijah was to be taken away. Elisha again 
refused to be left behind as Elijah went to the Jordan. 
Fifty sons of the prophets accompanied them but 
were separated some distance from them. 

Elijah took his mantle and struck the river, and 
the two could cross on dry ground. Elijah asked 
Elisha what he should do for him. Elisha's request 
was for a double portion of Elijah's spirit, and Elisha 
was promised that he would receive it if he saw 
Elijah taken up. A chariot of fire and horses sepa
rated the two, and a whirlwind took Elijah into 
heaven. Elisha lamented him, "My father! my father! 
the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" 

Elisha tore his clothes, stood on the banks of the 
Jordan, took Elijah's mantle and struck the water 
with the words, "Where is the Lord, the God of 
Elijah?" The waters parted and Elisha crossed. 

The sons of the prophets recognized that the 
spirit of Elijah rested on Elisha. They wanted to send 
fifty strong men to seek for Elijah. They urged until 
Elisha conceded. But they sought in vain (2 Kings 
2:16-17). 

Eliiah in Later Expectation 

The Old Testament ends with the prophet Malachi 
projecting the coming of the day of the Lord but 
with the promise, "Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and terrible day of the Lord 
comes. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to 
their children and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse" 
(Mal. 4:5-6). This promise set the expectation of the 
return of Elijah. The New Testament "Elias" is the 
Greek form of the name which in Hebrew is Elijah. 

Ben Sira about 180 B.C., in his praise of Old Tes
tament worthies, in a lengthy summary of Elijah ac
tions, says, "You who are ready at the appointed 
time, it is written, to calm the wrath of God before it 
breaks out in fury, to turn the heart of the father to 
the son, and to restore the tribes of jacob" (Sir. 
48:10). 

The priest Zechariah is promised by the angel be
fore John the baptist is born, "He will turn many of 
the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will 
go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 

turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready 
for the Lord a people prepared" (Luke 1:16-17). 

The popular expectation of the return of Elijah is 
reflected in the question asked John the baptist, '~e 
you Elijah?" to which he replied, "I am not!" Uohn 
1 :21). John identified himself as "the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness" Uohn 1:23; Isa. 40:3). 

Jesus at Caesarea Philippi asked his disciples, 
"Who do men say that the Son of man is?" Some said 
that he was Elijah (Matt. 16:13-14; Mark. 6:15). 

John with his garment of camel's hair and a 
leather girdle around his waist was in the appearance 
of Elijah (Matt. 3 :4; 2 Kings 1 :8). After John had 
been imprisoned by Herod, Jesus identified John 
with the promise made in Malachi. "Behold I send 
my messenger before thy face, who shall prepared 
thy way before thee" (Matt. 11:10). He praised 
John, "Truly, I say to you, among those born of 
women there has risen no one greater than John the 
baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he" (Matt. 11 :11). Jesus ended by say
ing, "If you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who 
is to come" (Matt. 11:14). 

On the mount of Transfiguration, Moses and 
Elijah appeared with Jesus (Matt. 17:3; Mark 9:4; 
Luke 9:30). The disciples subsequently raised the 
question why the scribes said that first Elijah must 
come (Matt. 17:10). Jesus replied, "Elijah does come, 
and he is to restore all things; but I tell you that Elijah 
has already come, and they did not know him, but did 
to him whatever they pleased" (Matt. 17:12). The 
disciples understood that he was speaking to them of 
John the baptist (Matt. 17:13; Mark 9:11-13). 

When Jesus cried out on the cross, "Eli, Eli lama 
sabachthani?" the crowd of people said mistakenly 
that he was crying to Elijah (Matt. 27:46-49; Mark 
15:34-35). 

What we should learn from the story of Eliiah 
1. The Elijah syndrome: "I alone am left." 
2. One should raise up many disciples. 
3. A threatened prophecy can be modified by re

pentance. 
4. The Lord will not share allegiance with other 

gods. 
5. The expected Elijah has come. 
6. The power of prayer Uames 5:16-18). 
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Is the Conscience a Safe Guide? 
By Raymond Elliott 

T he statement was made by a friend of mine 
that if one does something in religion and 
one's conscience doesn't offend him, that 

religious act is acceptable to God. No doubt this is 
the general belief among many people today. Most 
of us have seen the picture of an angel and a devil 
vying at the same time for the control of a person's 
conscience and actions. 

It is agreed that the conscience is a guide in reli
gious matters. Even in the realm of opinions, a person 
must not act contrary to his/her conscience, otherwise 
it becomes a sin. This would be the understanding of 
what Paul wrote in Romans 14:23, "But he who 
doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not 
eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin." 

While the conscience is recognized as a guide, 
the question is, can it be trusted as the acceptable au
thority in religious matters? The "Conscience is the 
testimony and secret judgment of the soul, which 
gives its approbation to actions that it thinks good, 
or reproaches itself with those which it believes to be 
evil; or, it is a particular knowledge which shows us 
what is good, or evil; and conscience tells us when 
we have done the one or the other" (Cruden,s Com
plete Concordance). 

We should note carefully that the conscience 
does not make laws and regulations but rather it sim
ply abides by what it has been taught, whether good 
or bad. The conscience informs a person when laws 
and moral statutes have been kept or broken. It is 
not the function of one's conscience to legislate laws; 
the conscience simply incorporates the laws learned 
and applies them. 

The conscience is God-given, but it is also a 
product of education. The person who has been 
taught that there is no real value in human life has no 
problem in murdering another human being. 

Saul of Tarsus persecuted the first-century church 
and even had Christians put to death (Acts 26:9-11; 
1 Tim. 1:12-14). Yet he later declared, "Men and 
brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before 
God until this day" (Acts 23: 1). 

The reason evil deeds can be done without of
fending one's conscience is because the conscience 
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has been improperly taught. A person might feel 
right religiously but be religiously wrong. Paul wrote 
in 1 Corinthians 4:4, "For I know of nothing against 
myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who 
judges me is the Lord." Goodspeed translates this 
verse, "For while my conscience does not bother me 
at all, that does not prove I am innocent, it is the 
Lord who must examine me." 

The conscience is only a safe guide when it is 
safely guided by God's word, the authority in reli
gious matters Uohn 12:48; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

Moses instructed Israel, "You shall not at all do as 
we are doing here today- every man doing whatever 
is right in his own eyes" (Deut. 12:8). The wise man 
wrote in Proverbs 14:12, "There is a way that seems 
right to a man, But its end is the way of death." 

"Conscience is merely our own judgment of the 
right or wrong of our actions and so it can never be a 
safe guide unless enlightened by the word of God" 
(Tyron Edwards). 

A person can have a good conscience in the tru
est sense when the word of God is learned and 
obeyed. The apostle Peter stated this truth in 1 Peter 
3:21, "There is also an antitype which now saves us 
- baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience toward God), 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ." 

Also the Hebrew writer exhorts, "Let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, hav
ing our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water." 

Let us keep in mind that the conscience is God
given, is a product of education, responds according 
to the way in which it has been taught; and it can be 
wrong in the making of decisions even though it 
thinks it is right. While admitting that the con
science is a guide, it is not the sole guide, God's word 
is. And when the word of the Lord influences a 
person's conscience it will produce peace of mind 
and secure the salvation that is in Jesus Christ (Phil. 
4:6, 7; 2 Tim. 2:10). 210 Golson Rd. 
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Our Amazing Calling 
By Paul Clements 

T e Christian's calling is radical, righteous, 
and remarkable. Calling is a word used in 
the New Testament for a divine invitation 

to man, especially to accept 'the offer of salvation 
(Rom. 8 :30). Our calling is remarkable in that it 
originates with God, and he is inviting sinful man by 
the gospel. to come out of sin unto salvation. It is a 
righteous call by virtue of the fact that in obedience 
man can be made righteous, freed from the guilt of 
sin (2 Thess. 2:13-14). But it is so much more. It is 
radical in that God doesn't just call man out of sin to 
salvation, but calls man to a service unlike any other. 
Men have achieved in certain endeavors in life and 
others have said, "Well, that was his calling." The 
spiritual calling of man is unique. It is not just for a 
few. It is for everyone who would hear and heed. 
"He that will, let him take the water of life freely" 
(Rev. 22: 17). "For the grace of God hath appeared, 
bringing salvation to all men" (Titus 2: 11). God calls 
men apart from the world to be his workmanship, 
his special possession (Eph. 2:10; 1 Pet. 2:9). God 
calls man into fellowship with his son in his kingdom 
(1 Cor. 1 :9; 1 Thess. 2: 12). This alone makes ours 
the greatest calling in all the world. 

Our calling is a godly calling. We are called of 
God to be godly (Titus 2: 12; 2 Pet. 3: 11). This godly 
calling is remarkable also because we are called of 
God into his glory (1 Thess. 2: 12). Peter says we are 
called "unto his eternal glory" (1 Pet. 5:10). To share 
in the glory of God is beyond comprehension (2 Cor. 
4: 17; 2 Tim. 2: 1 0). Our calling, in the eyes of men, 
is anything but remarkable (1 Cor. 1:18ff). Yet the 
called of God perceive that in his wisdom, God made 
Christ to be his power to save (1 Cor. 1:24; Rom. 
1:16). Paul is saying the called get a glimpse into the 
eternal plan of God (cf. 2 Tim. 1:4). The Hebrew 
writer identifies holy brethren as "partakers of a 
heavenly calling" (Heb. 3:1). It is a heavenly calling 
for it comes from heaven and those faithful to the 
calling will one day go to heaven (1 Cor. 15:24 ). 

Our calling is a glorious calling. We who, 
through the gospel, are called of God to be sanctified 
are thus suited to obtain glory (2 Thess. 2:14). Our 
calling is unto eternal glory in Christ. God, in his 

grace, will perfect the called to do his will that we 
might be fit for a share of God's eternal glory (1 Pet. 
5:10; Heb. 13:20-21). The glorious end to our call
ing far outweighs the slight affliction required to 
achieve eternal life (2 Cor. 4: 17). 

Our calling is a high calling; an upward calling 
(Phil. 3: 14). We sing, "Lord lift me up and let me 
stand, by faith, on heaven's tableland." We are called 
to "a higher plane ... higher ground" as Johnson 
Oatman wrote in the hymn, "Higher Ground." Paul 
says the high calling offers a prize. He believed it was 
a goal worth working for (Phil. 3:14 ). 

Ours is a holy calling from a holy God essentially 
to separate the called from sin and all worldly defile
ment (1 Pet. 1: 15). This is a radical call. It is God's 
will that we be sanctified and consecrated to a calling 
that is holy (1 Thess. 4:3 ). God saved us· and called 
us with a holy calling, not because of anything we 
have done, but it was what he wanted. He purposed 
to extend his grace (in Christ) to man that we might 
attain unto the holy calling (2 Tim. 1 :9). Since God 
"called according to his purpose," ours is also a pur-

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

o Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness -1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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poseful calling (Rom. 8 :28) . God purposed in ad
vance that the called would be conformed to the im
age of his son (Rom. 8 :29). 

We are called from blindness and darkness, "into 
his marvellous light" of truth (1 Pet. 2 :9). This is a 
merciful calling (1 Pet. 2 :1 0). By God"s mercy, those 
who were in the darkness of sin have been called to 
be light (Eph. 5 :8) . We have, in obedient acceptance 
of God 's merciful calling, been given access to the 
kingdom of light (1 Thess. 2: 12). 

Our calling can be a sure and secure calling. We 
must make it a certain calling. We do this by remain
ing faithful after having chosen to accept God's invi
tation to salvation. Peter says if we add the Christian 
graces to the fo undation of faith, we will neve r 
stumble and our entrance into the eternal kingdom 
will be provided (2 Pet. 1:10-11). Be reminded that 
Peter said we are called unto his eternal glory (1 Pet. 
5 :10). T hus our calling could be described as an eter
nal calling as well. 

The ca lling of God was foreordained (Rom. 
8:30). This does not mean that God arbitrarily chose 
whom he would call. Rather, God planned ahead 
that he would justify those who obey his will and 
heed the call. H e "chose you from the beginning 
unto salvation ... he called you through our gospel" 
(2 Thess. 2 :13-14). 

Our calling is a call to freedom (Gal. 5: 13). We 
are free to serve through love. Isaiah prophesied that 
Christ Jesus would come to proclaim liberty (lsa. 
61:1 ; Luke 4 :16-21). He would, through the gospel, 
call all men to be free from sin Uohn 8:32). T his call 
to freedom is not to be used as an opportunity to in
dulge in fleshly desires nor as a cover for wickedness 
(Gal. 5 :13; 1 Pet. 2 :16). 

Our calling is a hopeful ca lling (Eph. 4:4 ). Hope 
belongs to our calling. We are called through the gos-
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pel to the one hope, the only way to desire and ex
pect eternal life. 

Our calling is a demanding calling (Eph. 4: 1). 
God's word begs us to conduct our life in a manner 
worthy of the calling he has made. Our "walk" must 
be equal to, "of the same weight and value," as is the 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. Again, this is a radical 
calling. 

Our calling is a call to sanctification. It is a call to 
purity (1 Thess. 4: 7}. We are called of God to be set 
apart unto an elite service as citizens of the heavenly 
kingdom. 

The amazing call of God is a divine and heavenly 
calling. The call of the gospel is a glorious calling. It 
is a high, upward calling. It is a holy, purposeful, and 
merci ful calling. It can be a secured calling. It is an 
eternal calling. It is a foreordained calling. It is an 
emancipating calling. It is a demanding calling. And 
it is a sanctified calling - a remarkable, righteous, 
and radical calling. 
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Politicians "Need to Go to Bible School" 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

After the national election, one discerning ana
lyst said that politicians need to go to Bible 
school. If the Bible is really taught faithfully, 

they would do well to enroll (which is also true for all 
citizens). Politicians of all parties and independents 
should learn what the Bible teaches rather than cul
ture, tradition or hype. The following three basic is
sues they should learn from Bible school. 

Gay Marriages 
Defying what is God-approved marriage between a 
man and a woman, it has become popular to promote 
same-sex marriages. This practice is repulsive as well 
as unbiblical. Jesus answered emphatically, ''And he 
answered and said unto them, 'Have ye not read, that 
he which made them at the beginning made them 
male and female, and said, For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one flesh?" (Matt. 19:4-5). 
Paul instructs husbands and wives in their marital du
ties, but not on same-sex marriages (Eph. 5:25-31). 

Homosexuality 
Politicians in some circles cater to the perverts in ad
vocating that homosexuality is merely an alternate 
lifestyle. The number of homosexuals as a percentage 
of the population seems to have been greatly exagger
ated as being ten percent. 

The Bible clearly condemns this sin and shows that 
it is an acquired practice that can be stopped. As one 
politician said, it is inborn and that is "the way she is." 
Paul does not equivocate about this heathen sin: 

For this cause God gave them up unto vile af
fections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 
and likewise also the men, leaving the natural 
use of the woman, burned in their lust one to
ward another; men with men working that 
which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompence of their error which was meet 
(Rom. 1:26-27). 

He assured that the "effeminate" (homosexuals in 
NKJV) had renounced the sin by obeying the gospel 
(1 Cor. 6:9-11). Those in the throes of this evil prac
tice can repent and be saved. 

The Old Testament refers to the same sexual act 
as an "'abomination." To counter it some say that 
other practices are an abomination to God. But it is 
still certain that such abnormal sexuality is an 
abomination. Moses recorded: 

Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with 
womankind: it is abomination .... If a man 
also lie with mankind, as he lieth with a 
woman, both of them have committed an 
abomination: they shall surely be put to 
death; their blood shall be upon them (Lev. 
18:22; 20:13). 

Abortion 
Even though the courts have approved abortion to 
take the lives of over a million babies, this legal action 
must be called "baby murder." It is justified as a legal 
choice that women can make for doctors to savagely 
kill the unborn. Devout David and Jacqueline Parker 
unashamedly put on their Covenant Transport Trucks 
of Chattanooga, Tenn., their deep conviction: "It's a 
child, not a choice." This national firm conveys a 
great message to reasonable people. 

John the baptist, before he was born, was called 
a "babe" not a "blob" (Luke 1:44). Before natural 
birth, Jeremiah and Isaiah were real and not merely 
a non-distinct fetus. Read Jeremiah 1:5, "Before I 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before 
thou earnest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, 
and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." 
Also study Isaiah 4 9: 1, 5. 

Profitable for Politicians 
These three issues are more than political; they are 
biblical. Indeed politicians should go to Bible school 
and it will be "profitable" to them to learn the scrip
tures. ''All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. 3: 16). 
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Origin of Homosexuality Unresolved 
Despite Study 

Even presidents don't have an answer to ques
tions about the origin of homosexuality. And 
it's no wonder. Science doesn't have a clear 

answer either. 
During the third presidential debate, moderator 

and CBS News correspondent Bob Schieffer asked 
the candidates, "Do you believe homosexuality is a 
choice?" 

"You know, Bob, I don't know. I just don't 
know," said President Bush, who then urged toler
ance, respect and dignity for homosexuals. 

"We're all God's children," answered Sen. John 
Kerry, the Democratic presidential nominee. Refer
ring to Mary Cheney, the lesbian daughter of Vice 
President Dick Cheney, Mr. Kerry said, "She would 
tell you that she's being ... who she was born as. I 
think if you talk to anybody, it's not choice." 

So what does science say? 
Is homosexuality inborn? Is it caused by outside in
fluences? And, regardless of where it comes from, 
can it be changed? The answer to all three questions 
is: yes and no. 

If lawmakers, judges, educators and the public 
are frustrated by such answers, it's because they've 
been bombarded all year by supporters and oppo
nents of same-sex "marriage," who have boiled re
search down to their favorite sound bites. 

"Decades of research all point to the fact that 
sexual orientation is not a choice and that a person's 
sexual orientation cannot be changed," say homo
sexual rights groups such as Human Rights Cam
paign, which are flanked by the nation's premier 
medical, mental-health and therapy professional 
groups. 

"There is no scientific research indicating a bio
logical or genetic cause for homosexuality," counters 
the National Association for Research & Therapy of 
Homosexuality (NARTH). Homosexuals who want 
to "can grow into their heterosexual potential" 
through "psychological therapy, spirituality and ex
gay support groups," adds NARTH, which has allies 
in traditional-values and religious groups. 

Research supports both camps, but is far more 
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vague, nuanced and unsettled than either lets on. 
Science has been searching for the origins of ho

mosexuality since at least the 1930s, when early en
docrinologists were hoping to find a glandular expla
nation for homosexuality. In the early 1990s, science 
seemed on the verge of finding a "gay gene" or, as 
Mr. Kerry referred to, some inborn, biological basis 
for homosexuality, akin to eye color or height. 

However, none of the "gay gene" studies have 
panned out. Even a 2000 study of nearly 5,000 Aus
tralian twins showed that, despite having identical 
genes, only 20 percent of male homosexuals and 24 
percent of female homosexuals had a homosexual 
twin. To many researchers, these findings strengthen 
the argument that homosexuality stems more from 
outside influences than inborn genetics. 

What are scientists studying today? 
A short list might include the effects of hormones in 
the womb on a child's sexuality. 

Studies have shown that a significant number -
as much as 15 percent- of homosexual men have 
older brothers. 

Homosexual i!}' 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest research, refuting the 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexu
als have gained. 0-80 I 0-5625-X paperback, 288 pgs. 
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It's possible, said University of Toronto psychol
ogy professor Ray Blanchard and others, that hor
monal change occurring in a mother 's immune sys
tem after having several male children might affect a 
later-born son and somehow predispose him to ho
mosexuality. 

If the odds of homosexuality are roughly 3 per
cent for first-born sons, it might go "to 4 pe rcent for 
the second · [son] to 5 percent for t he third," M r. 
Blanchard told Psychology Today magazine. 

"Although it has been well established that o lder 
brothers increase the odds of homosexuality in men, 
the route by which this occurs has not been re
solved," noted Northwestern University professor ]. 
Michael Bailey and colleagues in their 1 0-year re
view of biological research on human sexual or ienta
tion, published in 2002 by the Society for the Scien
tific Study of Sexuality. 

Meanwhile, Cornell Universi ty psychology pro
fesso r Daryl ]. Bern has theorized that bio logically 
inherited temperament, played out through life ex
periences, determine sexual attraction. 

His "Exotic Becomes Erotic" theory says that 
people become "erotically attached" to those "from 
whom they felt different during childhood." 

Most boys find girls to be different, novel or "ex
otic," as Mr. Bern calls it. In a typica l heterosexual 
scenario, girls' exotic stimuli produce nonsexual 
physical arousal in boys. If a boy thinks he is with a 
potential sexual partner, the physical arousal he fee ls 
can become an erotic attraction. 

However, if a boy grows up feeling "different" 
from other boys - which might happen to a boy 
with a gentle or artistic temperament - he may 
come to view other boys as different, novel or "ex
otic." This may explain how men develop erotic at
tachments to other men, says Mr. Bern, who invites 
more research into his theory. 

Finally, given a renewed interest in bisexua lity 
and transgenderism, as well as lesbianism, more 
questions are being raised about the changeabil ity or 
"plasticity" of sexuality. 

"Lesbian women consistently report more het
erosexual experiences than gay men do, and, after 
self-identifying as a lesbian, report some degree of 
opposite-sex attraction," Mr. Bailey and his co l
leagues wrote in their 2002 review. "The re latio n
ship between sexual plasticity and sexua l orientation 
in women has yet to be explored" (Cheryl Wetzstein, 
The Washington Times, Nov. 28, 2004). 
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Instrumenta l Music 
Faith or Opin ion 

Larry James, Bill Swetmon, 
Cecil May Jr., David Lipe 

Fread-Hardeman Forum 1991: 
Larry James and Bill Swelmon 
defend the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in worship. 
Cecil May, Jr. and David Lipe 
show that it is unauthorized by 
scripture. 0929540107$8.95 
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questions. 0929540026, paper-
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Unseen Hand: 
Fathe r and Son View 
Provid ence 

by Robert C. (Bob) Hampton, 
Gary C. Hampton 

A timely study of God's provi
~ence midsttoday's horoscope 
charts and misuse of the word 
miracle. Why do Christians suffer? 
Why pray anyway? Will God heal 
me? How does God provide? Ex
cellent class book; a must lorane's 
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God at a Dist ance 

by Kerry Duke 

Why doesn't God reveal Himself 
more clearly? Do homosexuals 
and alcoholics inherit their 
condition? Is Bible interpretation 
always biased by the influence of 
culture? Understandable' and 
definitive. 0929540190, paperback 
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Obsessed With Sex 

Titled "OBSESSED WITH SEX: How Kinsey's 
fraudulent science unleashed a catastrophic 
'revolution' in America," this remarkable in

vestigative report explores America's ever-increasing 
preoccupation with sex, and the real causes behind it. 

Whistleblower documents with devastating clarity 
exactly how America was transfonned in five decades 
from the "Leave it to Beaver" innocence of the 1950s 
to today's wanton, "anything-goes" sexual anarchy: 

• First, there's the multi-billion-dollar pornogra
phy industry, which through the Internet is magically 
being transported into previously unreachable mar
ket territory - namely, the sanctity of millions of 
middle-class homes. There are 4.2 million porno
graphic websites - that's 12 percent of all websites 
in the world, totaling 3 72 million pornographic 
pages. Pornographic search engine requests total 68 
million per day. 

• Then there is the youthful epidemic of "hook
ing up"- widespread, casual recreational sex, often 
with multiple partners. Turbo-charged by President 
Clinton and Monica Lewinsky's high-profile ex
ample- "if it's OK for the president, it must be OK 
for me" - middle and high school children are ex
perimenting with sex in the bathroom stalls at 
school, behind the gym, and in the back of the school 
bus. More children, at earlier ages, are engaging in 
sexual acts than ever before. 

• Homosexual sex, a generation ago, was widely 
considered both immoral and pathological. Today 
it's enshrined as a constitutional right and the hall
mark of a new "protected class." Government 
schools nationwide teach children as young as five 
that homosexuality is normal - and that disagreeing 
with this viewpoint brands you as an intolerant 
"hater." America's bedrock institutions- from its 
legal system to the news media, from its schools to 
its churches - are rapidly reversing millennia of tra
ditional values on homosexuality. 

• Sexual slavery is no longer confined to the Far 
East, Australia and other exotic locales. Statistics vary 
widely, but somewhere between 20,000 to 50,000 
women and children are trafficked each year into the 
United States, primarily from Latin America, coun
tries of the former Soviet Union and Southeast Asia, 
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for exploitation in prostitution and the "sex industry." 
• Even child sexual abuse, rape and incest (which 

its apologists euphemistically now call "adult-child 
sex" and "intergenerational sex") are slowly but 
surely gaining respectability. Currently, 100,000 
websites offer illegal child pornography, and world
wide child porn generates $3 billion in revenues every 
year. 

How on earth did America get to this point 
where we're literally drowning in sex? 

As this issue of Whistleblower documents in de
tail, it started on Jan. 5, 1948, when Indiana Univer
sity zoologist Alfred C. Kinsey released his book, 
"Sexual Behavior in the Human Male." 

Based on thousands of interviews, Kinsey had 
"discovered" that while American men of the World 
War II "greatest generation" pretended to be faithful 
and monogamous, virtually all of them - 9 5 percent 
-were, according to 1948 law, sex offenders. 

Kinsey claimed that 85 percent of males had in
tercourse prior to marriage, nearly 70 percent had 
sex with prostitutes, and 30-45 percent of husbands 
had extramarital affairs. Moreover, from 10 to 3 7 
percent of men had engaged in homosexual acts, ac
cording to Kinsey. In fact, the oft-repeated claim that 
one in 10 human beings is homosexual - a corner
stone of the "gay rights" movement - comes di
rectly from Kinsey's published research. 

In great detail, Kinsey painted a picture of 
Americans as being amoral sexual animals seeking 
constant gratification. 

Inspired by Kinsey's groundbreaking research, a 
college student named Hugh Hefner went on to 
found "Playboy" magazine, the clubs, and the hedo
nist philosophy that has so affected American culture 
for decades. Another devotee of Kinsey, Harry Hay, 
was inspired to found the modern "gay rights" 
movement. 

Today, virtually everything having to do with sex 
in America - from attitudes toward extramarital sex 
and homosexuality, to the nation's sex-education 
curricula, to the ways medicine, psychiatry, psychol
ogy, and even the criminal justice system deal with 
sex- is rooted firmly in the Kinsey's sex "data." 

There's only one problem: Kinsey, the "heroic 



scientist" whose "research" launched the sexual 
revolution and provides the "scientific" basis for it to 
this very day, was a fraud. 

He relied on interviews with hundreds of prison
ers and sexual psychopaths, while pretending he was 
surveying normal citizens. He threw out large 
amounts of data that didn't fit his predetermined con
clusions. He encouraged his wife and fellow "scien
tists" to engage in wild group sex, and filmed these 
sessions in his attic. 

Though Kinsey's widely publicized conclusions 
that Americans are amoral sexual animals were 
fraudulent, far worse was the indisputable fact that he 
encouraged criminal pedophiles to conduct horrify
ing, Dr. Mengele-like sexual experiments on hun-

dreds of children. That's right, Kinsey relied on 
friendly child-molesters, whose identities he pro
tected from the law, to sexually abuse literally hun
dreds of children, ranging from just a few months of 
age up to 15 years, to gather his "scientific data" on 
child sexuality. 

Remember that when you go to the theatre to see 
the feature film "Kinsey," which sympathetically por
trays the Indiana University professor and is already 
being touted big-time for Academy Awards. 

"Leave it to Hollywood to immortalize and glo
rify one of the worst human beings of the past cen
tury, one who arguably has caused more harm than 
Saddam Hussein or Osama bin Laden," said WND 
Editor Joseph Farah (WorldNet.com). Fp 

Will Academic Freedom Come to Georgia? 
By Kelly Hollowell 

Afavorite liberal maxim is: "The mind is like a 
parachute. It only functions when open." So 
why are libs so zealously opposed to any 

idea that runs counter to evolution? 
A trial opened Monday over a warning sticker 

placed in suburban Atlanta biology textbooks that 
says evolution is "a theory, not a fact." The sticker 
reads, "This textbook contains material on evolu
tion. Evolution is a theory, not a fact, regarding the 
origin of living things. This material should be ap
proached with an open mind, studied carefully and 
critically considered." 

As you might expect, opponents insist that the 
warning label violates the separation of church and 
state by promoting religion. They insist this is a 
backdoor attempt to reintroduce Biblical creation 
into the classroom. 

Truth is few Christians want the Bible taught in 
secular classrooms. If for no other reason, they ask, 
"What would a secular teacher know about such a 
subject?" 

But on the subject of science, proponents of the 
sticker point to the gaping inconsistencies, lack of 
evidence and flawed logic undergirding evolution. 
Even secular scientists have begun to recognize the 
mounting evidence in support of intelligent design, 

which is a substantive alternative to evolutionary 
theory. Adding to these arguments is the longstanding 
premise that the academic environment is to be a mar
ketplace of ideas intended to engender critical and 
creative thinking. 

Still, many evolutionists are upset that the sticker 
diminishes the status of evolution among other theo
ries. To which I can only say, "It's about time." 

A truly scientific theory, by definition, must be 
testable by repeatable observations. That means a 
scientific theory can only attempt to explain pro
cesses and events that are presently occurring repeat
edly and are within our observation. In other words, 
a scientific theory is empirical in nature. 

By contrast, evolution and intelligent design are 
not provable by empirical observation and are there
fore not truly scientific theories at all. Each theory 
does possess scientific character because they each 
attempt to correlate and explain scientific data. Yet, 
both intelligent design and evolution are best charac
terized as explanatory models on mans' origins. They 
are philosophical and historical in nature, not empiri
cal. 

Unfortunately, the entanglement of philosophy 
and science over the last 100 years has led to a one
sided education system where the free exchange of 
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ideas and critical thinking is suppressed. What an 
embarrassment that in the freest nation in the world, 
we are the only academic community that does not 
recognize the need to disentangle scientific data from 
personal bias, worldview or flat-out dogmatism. As 
one Chinese scientist remarked, "In China we can 
question Darwin but we can't question the govern
ment; in America you can question the government 
but you can't question Darwin." The inevitable out
come of such a biased education system is an impedi
ment to the advancement of science. 

That white elephant aside, opponents of the 
warning labels claim concern that college admission 
counselors will think less of the science education in 
Cobb County, Ga., as well as the "unfortunate" stu
dents forced to endure the presence of the warning 
labels on their textbooks. This is nothing more than a 
typical liberal use of a fear tactic and a red herring. 
The primary purpose of the sticker is to encourage 
critical thinking. That makes education better, not 
worse. 

Darwinists have long discovered an effective way 
to silence those who question evolution is to 
marginalize them through name-calling and character 
assassination. They characterized those who support 
the intelligent design movement as Bible-thumping 
fundamentalists, dangerous pseudo-scientists, flat 
earthers, etc. Undaunted by such juvenile attacks, 
there are many bona fide critical thinking scientists, 
myself included, that support intelligent design. 

The goal, then, for education in our public 
school systems and higher academic institutions is to 
examine and discuss the evidence of origins apart 
from our worldviews. Consider this example. 

Assume the fossils of a one-toed, two-toed and 

The Baptist Church 
and The 
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Church 
By Roy Deaver 

The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who made an 
attack upon churches of Christ. 12 chapters deal with 
the following three questions: 1. Is baptism essential 
for salvation? 2. Is the Baptist church the church of the 
New Testament? 3. Is the church of Christ a "new 
denomination"? BKAD04 paperback, 82 pgs. 
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three-toed horse were to be shown to a panel of evo
lutionists and intelligent design advocates. An evolu
tionist might conclude that the fossils support de
scent-by-modification of a species consistent with 
their worldview. By contrast, intelligent design advo
cates might conclude with equal validity that the fos
sils do not provide evidence of a transitional animal 
but rather demonstrate a rule of extinction that per
sists in the world today at 20,000 species per year. In 
either case, the evidence remains unchanged - able 
to support but unable to prove either explanatory 
model as accurate. 

Presenting the evidence in this manner- disen
tangled from personal bias, worldview, religious doc
trine or dogmatism - will only encourage indepen
dent and critical analysis. Anything less stifles the ad
vancement of science. 

We shall see in just days whether or not the judge 
in Georgia agrees (WorldNetDaily.com, Nov. 13, 
2004) 

Kelly Hollowell, J.D., Ph.D., is a scientist, patent 
attorney, and adjunct law professor of bioethics. She 
is also a nationally recognized conference speaker and 
founder of Science Ministries Inc. R 
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Flashcards for Learning 
by Johnny and Nanette Stringer 

A serious problem: Too many children of Christians 
are not being grounded in basic Bible facts. 

These 8l1z"x11" flashcards are designed to help 
Bible-class teachers and parents remedy this problem. 

9 sets covering the Old and New Testaments 

- 34 cards in each set -
Old Testament- Set 1 
Old Testament- Set 2 
Old Testament- Set 3 
Old Testament- Set 4 

The Gospels - Set 1 
The Gospels - Set 2 

Acts-Set 1 
Acts-Set 2 

The Epistles and Revelation 

- 39 cards in set -
The Unfolding of God's Plan 

The "Unfolding of God's Plan" set is unique, recom
mended for grades 4 and up. It is designed to show the 
story the Bible tells, tracing from beginning to end the 
development of God's plan to save. The cards must be 
kept in numerical order. 

$7.99 per set 
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(To be aware of religious concepts and practices is helpful in knowing and appreciating true and undefiled 
religion, which is Christianity. Religion started in the Garden of Eden when God first made the universe and its 
contents. The pure religion of Eden began to be contaminated soon after the expulsion of the Adam family from 
the Garden. Murder and mayhem were perfected over the first millennium of the World's history. Still, the 
primitive knowledge of God lingered, though often discolored by the ideas of fallible humans. The non-Chris
tian religions of the word are the product of departure from primeval understanding of God, morality, and rev
erence. As we briefly trace the various religions of earth we shall see flashes of truth, but always spoiled by hu
man philosophy ... and sometimes a decay that darkens into a complete oblivion of the original intent of deity. 
It is not a matter, as some think, of religion starting out as corrupt and gradually evolving more refined prin
ciples, but it is the case that at the first religion in Eden was unblemished, but over time became tainted. We 
will consider World Religions from the oldest to the youngest, excepting j udaism, which was the tutor for Chris
tianity. After we have looked at non-Christian religions, we will review the Christian landscape and discuss de
nominations - what they teach and where they disagree with the Bible.) 

Hinduism 

Before the year 2,000 B.C. India was occupied 
by curly-haired, black-skinned Dravidians. 
Aryans, a taillight-skinned people with blond 

hair and blue eyes, migrated, about 1500 B.C., fro m 
Europe to attack India, driving the Dravidians to the 
sea, which ended the war, but triggered unrest and 
violent reaction against the invaders. 

The victorious Aryans relegated the Dravidians 
to the lowest levels of soc iety while they occupied 
the highest levels. The Aryans assumed the office of 
Brahman (priestly class); Kshatriya (Roya l and war
rior class); and Viasya (merchant class); the 
Dravidians were Shudra (outcasts), and some became 
the untouchables. 

The Dravidians and the Aryans began to inter
marry, but this caused stress and unrest. The con
quered Dravidians caused t he Aryans considerable 
grief that brought misery to those who had married 
across racial lines. They were ancient terrorists. 

To settle the problems and bring a resented peace 
the rulers synchronized a new system of politics and 
religion, which became Hinduism. 

The caste system was inaugurated to control the 
unruly Dravidians. The Hindu word for caste (varna) 
means color - the lighter the color the higher the 
caste. The fair skinned people were rulers, priests, 
and me rchants, and the dark skinned people were 
peasants, servants, and slaves. The color of the skin 
determined the caste and those of darkest skin were 
the untouchables. 

Karma and Transmigration of Souls 
The Dravidians had long believed that at death the 
life (soul, spirit) of a person entered an unbearable 
limbo until it could find a body to re-enter. They also 
beli eved that karma (Sanskrit for "action") in the 
present life determines what one will be in a futu re 
life. There is good Karma and there is bad Karma. 
Good Karma enables the spirit to transmigrate into a 
higher order of society ... the undefiled would be 
merchants ... the very good wou ld be rulers ... the 
best would become priests ... the excellent would re
turn as a Brahma cow. Bad Karma would cause one 
to be reborn as a servant, or a slave, or a beggar, or 
an outcast or untouchable, or a dog, o r a flea. 

The doctrine of karma says that a person is what 
he is because of how he lived in a previous existence. 
The gods (all of them) in perfect concert appointed 
what form a transmigrating soul would have. So every 
creeping and crawling thing had known a previous 
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existence and may have been human or even bovine, 
bur now was cast down because of bad behavior. 

To rebel against one's class was to rebel against 
the wisdom of all the gods, and to be assured of 
re-entering life as an untouchable, o r a tick, or a 
cockroach. 

Furthermore, to eat a living thing was cannibal
ism and therefore not allowed. Some Hindus carry 
brooms to sweep the path they are about to take lest 
they inadvertently step on an insect (they are appar
ently ignorant of microbes). 

According to Hinduism, it is difficult to remove 
bad karma and since it sticks to the sp irit it is carried 
forward to all coming reinca rnations; each succeed
ing life is likely to be lower on the range of li fe and 
more miserable than the present life. 

To get rid of bad karma requires excessive auster
ity, explaining why some Hindus refuse to eat any
thing not thrown our by someone else as garbage, or 
stare at the sun until they go blind. 

The highest and most covered life is that of Brah
man cattle. The devour H indu believes that if he dies 
holding to the tail of a Brahman cow or bull he im-

' .. 
Crown of Creation 
by Cindy Colley 
Divine accounts of the successes and 
failures of women. Portrays a variety of 
types of women. Today's Christian 
woman will be challenged to view her 
influence and to weave the moral fiber of 
future generations. Thirteen lessons. 
Chapter questions.0929540042, paper-
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We Bow Down 
by Gloria Ingram, Jane McWhorter, 
Foye Watkins, Sheila Butt, 
Cindy Colley 
A doctrinal study of fundamentals 
revealing God's wishes over man's 
wishes. Since women greatly influence 
public worship, this book is a timely 
reminder of God's guidelines. Songs, 
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Passover, prayer guide. Five topics: 
music, teaching, Lord's supper, prayer, 
and giving. Each topic examined from 
both the Old Testament and New 
Testament. Questions. Edited by James 
Andrews. 092954028X, paperback, 
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proves his chances of improving his next life. The 
urine of a Brahman is regarded as the holiest of all 
holy water, and Hindus rejo ice to bathe in it, or even 
drink it. Every hair, it is said, on a Brahman cow or 
bull is sacred to some god. Brahman cattle are wor
shi ped in India (remember t he golden calf at Sinai). 

Hindus may be divided into two groups: those 
who seek a good rebirth, and those who seek extinc
tion and therefore freedom from the dreary prospect 
of an ever decreasing life. Oblivion is the aim of 
many Hindus, and it is the only salvation they know. 

The Gods of India 
The Aryans brought with them an array of idols and 
mythology; Surya (sun god); Indra (warrior god of 
sky and weather); Agni (god of fire); Soma (god of 
strong drink); Ushas (goddess of dawn); and Varuna 
(god of sky and ocean) . 

The principle gods of the Dravidians were 
Brahma (priestly cow-like god); Shiva (god of pro
creative forces); Vishnu (god who upholds the uni
verse) . The Dravidians also held the teaching of 
transmigration of sou ls. 

In later years other gods were added until today 
it is estimated that the Hindus worship more than 
300 million gods. 

Holy Books of India 
The Vedas (books of knowledge, literally "to see") 
were brought to India by the Aryans; the Upanishads 
(sitting under a teacher) grew out of the Vedas, and 
were written as the new religion was developed . 

The Vedas are divided in to three categories: (1) 
Rig-Veda (a book of hymns giving the beliefs of the 
Aryans), and (2) Artharva-Veda (a collection of 
charms, incantations, and spells of great antiquity . .. 
it abounds in curses and magic blessings), and (3) 
Sama-Veda (rhythmic chan ts used by the priests in 
some religious activities). 

The Upanishads concerned the questions: What 
is reality? What does the un iverse express? Is it real, 
or merely an appearance (illusion)? What is the 
meaning of human life? The Upanishads present the 
fundamental postu late that the ground of all being 
whether in the form of men or beasts o r gods - is 
beyond sense-apprehension, ultimate in substance, 
infinite in essence, and self-sufficient. The reality is 
called Brahman. 

In the beginning this world was Brahma, the 
limitless One - limitless to the east, limitless 
to the north ... limitless in every d irection. In
comprehensible is that Soul, unlimited, un-



born, not to be reasoned about, unthinkable
He whose soul is space. The world is thought 
by him and in him it disappears. He gives heat 
in yonder sun, and is the brilliant light in 
smokeless fire, as also the fire in the stomach 
which cooks the food. For thus has it been said, 
"He who is in the fire, and he who is yonder in 
the sun, he is one" (Rig-Veda: Book 10, Chapter 
129). 

All creatures are phases of Brahman who alone 
exists. The universe is illusion or the sport, play, or 
art of Brahman. Matter and material things may not 
exist but are the product of vivid imagination. 

Hindu Worship and Religion 
The Hindu word for worship is "puja," meaning 
"honor, and reverence." Shoes are removed before 
entering a Hindu Temple. Saffron powder, holy wa
ter from the Ganges River, and sometimes sweets are 
offered to visitors as prasad, or blessings from the 
gods; it is discourteous to refuse these gifts. 

Puja is believed to have been derived from the 
Dravidian word "puchey," which means "flower-ac
tion," or worship with the offering of flowers. The 
"pusu" is to anoint or smear with sandalwood paste 
or vermillion. Ceremonial worship ranges from the 
simple daily offering of flowers, fruit, leaves, rice, 
sweetmeats and water to the deities in homes or 
temples, to the sacrifices of goats and chickens in 
temples to Kali, Durga and other female deities. 

The worship of Hinduism is basically defined by 
what people do rather than what they think. Conse
quently, far more uniformity of behavior than of be-

Hope for Those Who Struggle 
Coping with the Losses of Life 

by Don Williams 

Don Williams has been a preacher for over 27 years. 
He has taught grief support classes and conducted 
grief recovery workshops. He has served as a Hospice 
Chaplain for two different organizations, and has been 
active in speaking to many different groups about the 
various aspects of grief. 

His experience in helping others cope with the loss 
of loved ones has given him insights which he shares 
in this excellent book. Discussed are terminal illness, 
coping with the loss of a parent, a spouse, a sibling, or 
a child. It includes discussions of miscarriage, Sudden 
Infant Death, and stillbirth. paperback • 214 pages 
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lief is found among Hindus, although very few prac
tices or beliefs are shared by all. A few usages are ob
served by almost all Hindus: reverence for Brahmans 
and cows; abstention from meat (especially beef); 
and marriage within the caste (jati), in the hope of 
producing male heirs. Most Hindus chant a hymn to 
the sun at dawn, but little agreement exists as to 
what other prayers should be chanted. Most Hindus 
worship Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu, or the Goddess 
(Devi), but they also worship hundreds of additional 
minor deities peculiar to a particular village or even 
to a particular family. Although Hindus believe and 
do many apparently contradictory things - contra
dictory not merely from one Hindu to the next, but 
also within the daily religious life of a single Hindu 
- each individual perceives an orderly pattern that 
gives form and meaning to his or her own life. No 
doctrinal or ecclesiastical hierarchy exists in Hindu
ism, but the intricate hierarchy of the social system 
(which is inseparable from the religion) gives each 
person a sense of place within the whole. 

The Hindu rule is "Do the Puja anyway you can, 
with devotion and love for the Lord in your heart." 
God out of his mercy will overlook any shortcom
ings if the path of devotion is pursued with fervor. At 
the end of worship a prayer is offered to God not to 
mind the defects. 

Hindus wear a tilak (a red dot by women and an 
elongated dot by men) on their foreheads, between 
the two eyes. This point, known as Spiritual Eye, or 
Third Eye, is said to be the major nerve center in the 
human body. In ancient times, Hindus used red lead 
powder or sandalwood paste to place dots on their 
foreheads. According to Hindu sages, red lead and 
sandalwood paste have cooling properties. There
fore, placing a red lead or sandalwood paste dot on 
the forehead between the eyes cools the nerve center 
associated with that location. The sages tell us that, 
consequently, the mind becomes calm and quiet. The 
tilak is also a reminder of the wedding vows. The 
most popular is the red tilak worn by Hindu married 
women to symbolize their marriage and the wedding 
vows. The religious significance of tilak has been 
largely forgotten these days and it is now used more 
for fashion than for religious reasons. 

Under strict Hindu religious rules widows may 
not re-marry, which gives rise to the child widows of 
India, and to a widow throwing herself on the 
husband's funeral pyre, although this has been re
laxed some in modern India. 

January 2005 27 
J:irm Foundation 



28 

Evening Speakers 
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if 
Faulkner University 
-A CH.IST I AN UN I Vl.S I TY-

Early Morning Speaker 
Wendell Winkler 

"Lessons From the Psalms" 
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Potpourri ••. 
Potpourri attempts to focus on human foibles, 

and religious idiosyncrasy. For example: The 
chief cleric of Sriguru Ashram in eastern In

dia prophesied that his soul would leave his body 
sometime ~hat morning, and 15,000 people showed 
up to watch. The crowd was quiet when he sat down 
to meditate at 6:00a.m., but turned violent when he 
was still alive at noon; it took a police baton-charge 
to disperse the crowd. The cleric said that he is sorry. 
Well, there ought to be a germ of insight into some 
human oddities, and maybe a lesson to be learned. 

We also try to point out good things in the news 
of the day. Anyway, here goes ... 

llashl llashllate Breaking News, As fhey Say ••• 
Atheist Changes Mind 

OLONDON - A British philosophy professor 
who has been a leading champion of atheism for 
more than 50 years has changed his mind. 

Antony Flew, 81, said scientific evidence has now 
convinced him that a super-intelligence is the only 
explanation for the origin of life and the complexity 
of nature. 

He said biologists' studies of DNA have shown 
"the almost unbelievable complexity of the arrange
ments" needed to produce life. 

Flew said he still does not believe in a God that is 
actively involved in people's lives, but added, "It 
could be a person in the sense of a being that has in
telligence and a purpose." 

If his newfound belief upsets people, Flew said 
"that's too bad"- but he's always been determined 
to "follow the evidence wherever it leads" 
(KFOXTY.com, Dec. 10, 2004). 

(Antony Flew is the man who debated Thomas B. 
Warren in Denton, Texas. We wonder if the effect of 
that debate on Flew may have contributed to his accep
tance of a Supreme Intelligence as the Great First
Cause.) 
School Mandates Alternate fheory of fvolution 

0 DOVER, Pa. - When talk at the high school 
here turns to evolution, biology teachers have to 
make time for Charles Darwin as well as his detrac
tors. With a vote last month, the school board in ru
ral south-central Pennsylvania community is believed 

to have become the first in the nation to mandate the 
teaching of "intelligent design," which holds that the 
universe is so complex that it must have been created 
by an unspecified higher power. 

Critics call the change in the ninth-grade biology 
curriculum a veiled attempt to require public school
children to learn creationism, a biblical view that 
credits the origin of species to God. Schools typically 
teach evolution, the theory that Earth is billions of 
years old and that life forms developed over millions 
of years. The state chapter of American Civil Liber
ties Union is reviewing the Dover Area S~hool Dis
trict case. ACLU's chapter in Georgia, meanwhile, is 
fighting a suburban Atlanta district's decision to in
clude a warning sticker in biology textbooks that 
says evolution is "a theory, not a fact." 

loy Scout Ban 
0 The Pentagon has agreed to warn military bases 

worldwide that they should not directly sponsor Boy 
Scout troops, partially resolving claims that the gov
ernment has improperly supported a group that re
quires members to believe in God. The settlement, 
announced Monday, came in a _19-9-9--lawsuit filed by 
the American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois, which 
says American military units have sponsored hun
dreds of Boy Scout troops. 

"If our Constitution's promise of religious liberty 
is to be a reality, the government should not be ad
ministering religious oaths or discriminating based 
on religious beliefs," said ACLU attorney Adam 
Schwartz (NewsMax, Nov. 15, 2004). 

God Gene 
0 Religious belief is determined by a person's ge

netic make-up according to a recent study. 
Mter comparing more than 2,000 DNA samples, 

an American molecular geneticist has concluded that 
a person's capacity to believe in God is linked to 
brain chemicals. 

His findings were criticized last night by leading 
clerics, who challenge the existence of a "god gene" 
and say that the research undermines a fundamental 
tenet of faith - that spiritual enlightenment is 
achieved through divine transformation rather than 
the brain's electrical impulses. 
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Dr. Dean Hamer, the director of the Gene Struc
ture and Regulation Unit at the National Cancer In
stitute in America, asked volunteers 226 questions in 
order to determine how spiritually connected they 
felt to the universe. The higher their score, the 
greater a person's ability to believe in a greater spiri
tual force and, Dr. Hamer found, the more likely 
they were to share the gene, VMA T2. 

New fori Times' Homosexual Culture 
OA new book exposing the disturbing connec

tion between the establishment press and the imposi
tion of same-sex marriage on America lays out the 
convincing case that the Old Media's standard 
bearer, the New York Times, was influential in the 
groundbreaking Massachusetts judicial decision le
galizing homosexual matrimony. 

In "LIBEL by New York Times," attorney Ed 
Pawlick and his wife, Sally, president of Massachu
setts Citizens for Marriage, connect the dots between 
Arthur 0. Sulzberger Jr., the newest member of the 
Sulzberger family to run the Times, and homosexual 
activists - in and out of his newsroom. 

Sulzberger started working at the Times in 1984 
and immediately began identifying and befriending 
the homosexual employees in the newsroom, the 
Pawlicks write. His father, Arthur 0. Sulzberger Sr., 
reportedly had serious doubts about his son, and it 
wasn't until 1997 that the junior Sulzberger got com
plete control of the conglomerate. 

Many of those in the Times newsroom agree with 
what the Pawlicks have written, as evidenced by a 
startling admission in July 2004 by the paper's om
budsman that the "news" in the Times about homo
sexuality amounts to "cheerleading." What the om
budsman didn't report, however, was that homo
sexuals comprise 7 5 percent of the editors who are 
deciding daily what stories to put on the front page, 
according to a lecture by its national political corre
spondent, Richard Berke. 

The Paw licks say they have personal knowledge of 
the homosexual bent of the Times. After Sally's group 
obtained 130,000 signatures in 2001 for an amend
ment to forbid Massachusetts courts from imposing 
either "gay marriage" or "civil unions," the Times 
used its enormous political power to pressure the state 
Legislature into not voting on the measure, even 
though a vote was required by the state Constitution 
- and thus the measure died. 

Says Ed Pawlick: "The Times is run like a family 
shoe store by the dysfunctional Sulzberger family, 

3 0 li:31laund;~~! 

with uncles and cousins discussing how to solve the 
problems of the world. Its news department is now 
personally managed by its lates~ chairman, who is us
ing his power to further his personal agenda of im
posing 'gay marriage' nationwide, saying that all pre
vious Sulzbergers were 'homophobes,' including his 
father, who now has Parkinson's disease" (WorldNet, 
Fri., Oct. 1, 2004). 

Blue-state Blues 
OSpeaking in the aftermath of the presidential 

election, Democrat radio-host Garrison Keillor says 
he is on a quest to take away the right of born-again 
Christians to vote, saying their citizenship is actually 
in heaven, not the United States. 

Keillor, host of the popular National Public Ra
dio show "A Prairie Home Companion," made the 
comments during a speech at Chicago's Rockefeller 
Memorial Chapel and during his radio monologue 
the Saturday after the election. 

According to a report in the University of 
Chicago's Chicago Maroon, Keillor told the audi
ence: "If born-again Christians are allowed to vote in 
this country, then why not Canadians?" 

Though Keillor's comments about disenfranchis
ing born-again Christians apparently were made in 
jest, posters on FreeRepublic.com were not amused. 

"Replace 'born-again Christians' with 'black 
people' and Keillor should get a sense of the depths 
of his bigotry," said one post. 

Said another: "[Keillor] still has a radio pro
gram? I thought that his only gig was to put people 
into a deep state of sleep at hospitals just prior to 
major surgery" (WorldNet, Nov. 15, 2004). 

Misreading the Bible 
0 If the majority of American citizens and voters 

are Christians, why is the nation becoming increas
ingly unchristian - and, in some cases, anti-Chris
tian? 

Acclaimed author Gary DeMar has some eye
opening answers. In his newest book, "Myths, Lies, 
& Half-Truths,,, readers can explore in detail what 
DeMar says are the 15 most deadly lies accepted by 
far too many Christians and Christian leaders. 

Why does this happen? Because, says DeMar, 
Christians often misread the Bible in many ways. 
Specifically, he addresses these prominent miscon
ceptions: 

• Jesus didn't get mixed up in politics 
• You. can't impose your morality on other 

people 



• There's a separation between church and state 
• It's never right to resist authority 
• We're living in the last days 
• Christians should remain neutral 
• Christians should just 'preach the gospel' 
• It's not right to judge what people do. 
• Politics is dirty 
• Religion and politics do not mix 
• Our citizenship is in heaven 
• God's kingdom is not of this 'vorld. 
These and many more objections are studied, 

evaluated, and answered in this succinctly written 
new book. Understanding what the Bible says about 
these often-recited but rarely examined challenges to 
Christian activism will determine the future of Chris
tianity in America and around the world, says 
DeMar (WorldNetDaily.com, Oct. 11, 2004). 

UN Tells Morocco to Decriminalize Abortion 
OGENEVA, Nov. 10, 2004 (LifeSiteNews.com) 

- The United Nations Human Rights Committee 
(UNHRC) concluded a review on Morocco's compli
ance with the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), demanding that the mostly
Muslim nation "liberalize" its abortion laws. The UN 
committee composed of 18 UN human rights "ex
perts'' issued its recomrr.endation on November 5. 

The UNHRC report says, "The Committee notes 
with concern that abortion remains a penal infringe
ment in Moroccan law except when used to save the 
life of the mother." The committee recommends 
Morocco "should ensure that women are not obliged 
to carry their pregnancies to term when that is in
compatible with the obligations rising from the Cov
enant (articles 6 and 7) and to liberalize the provi
sions relative to the interruption of pregnancy." 

Homosexual loses Post 
$Cheryl Jacques, president of the Human Rights 

Campaign - whose political action committee 
mounted an anti-Bush effort this year- has been 
asked to step down, several homosexual activists said 
yesterday. 

The reported move comes after sharp election set
backs for advocates of same-sex "marriage," which 
was effectively banned by ballot measures in 11 states. 
Presiclent Bush's re-election - despite HRC's 
"George W. Bush: You're Fired" campaign - is the 
probable reason for a change in the group's leader
ship, which had been rumored for the past week. 

"This election was cast as the biggest election of 
our generation, and we lost," said Wayne Besen, a 

former spokesman for HRC. "People are upset, 
they're hurt and they want some heads to roll." 

rv Start-up Defends Islam 
OBUFFALO, N.Y. (Agence France-Presse)- The 

first English-language cable television channel aimed 
at U.S. and Canadian Muslims began yesterday [Nov. 
15, 2004], seeking to show positive images of the 
fast-growing community and to give Americans are
alistic glimpse of Islamic life. 

"It was my wife's idea. She asked me to go and 
do it," said Muzzammil Hassan, chairman of Bridges 
TV and a Pakistani-born ex-banker with no televi
sion industry experience. The channel soon will be
gin airing in Canada, he said. 

Mr. Hassan, who lives outside Buffalo, where he 
had been a banker, made a business plan and courted 
investors. 

When they looked at the demographics for the 
estimated 7 million U.S. Muslims -which show 
U.S. Muslims' average annual income $11,000 above 
the U.S. average, and a growth rate of 6.2 percent a 
year - many were sold. 

Backers already have invested $5 million to $10 
million, the Buffalo News reported. 

Lesbian Cleric Faces Church Trial 
~Beginning today, the United Methodist Church 

will, for the second time this year, try an openly les
bian minister on charges that her sexual practices are 
incompatible with church teaching. 

The Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud, 34, associate 
pastor of First United Methodist Church of German
town, Pa., will face an ecclesiastical court at Camp 
Innabah, a church camp and retreat center 40 miles 
northwest of Philadelphia. Church law forbids the 
ordination and appointment of practicing homosexu
als. 

If found guilty, Miss Stroud could lose her min
isterial credentials. 

The process leading to the trial began April 27, 
2003, when Miss Stroud preached a sermon on how 
her lesbianism had shaped her Christian faith. 

This is the third time a homosexual Methodist 
pastor has been brought to trial. In 1987, a New 
Hampshire cleric, the Rev. Rose Mary Denman, was 
convicted and defrocked. 

But a church trial last March in the Seattle sub
urb of Bothell resulted in acquittal for the Rev. Karen 
Dammann, also an open lesbian, on the grounds that 
the denomination's Book of Discipline had no offi
cial policy on homosexual clergy. 
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During the General Conference in May, Method
ists voted to tighten the language in the Book of Dis
cipline to state plainly that bishops cannot appoint 
homosexuals. 

The trial "signals to all LGBT persons, their fami
lies and friends that the United Methodist Church 
considers their most intimate family life, their same 
gender committed relationships (and, yes, their same 
gender marriages) to be 'chargeable offenses,"' 'in
compatible with Christian teaching' and ... (guilty of) 
'immorality"' (The Washington Times, Dec. 1, 2004 ). 

Support of Gays Pushed in Schools 
@Civil liberties and homosexual rights advocates 

have renewed their push for community programs to 
bolster support in schools for homosexual youths, 
just weeks after voters repudiated same-sex unions in 
11 state referendums. 

But in northeastern Kentucky, parents and stu
dents have defied the Ashland-Boyd County school 
district's "mandatory anti-harassment workshops," 
part of an agreement with the American Civil Liber
ties Union to allow the Gay-Straight Alliances stu
dent group to meet in school buildings. 

Through the 

Bible 
A Systematic Study 
of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by David Roper 

· Challenge yourself to a special study of the entire 
Bible, Genesis through Revelation, over the next 
year. These lessons provide an overview of all 66 
books. Personal involvement is the key to per
sonal benefit. Study the comments in this book as 
you read and meditate on the selected pas
sages from the Bible. The suggested reading 
schedule is 3 or 4 chapters a day. This will give you 
a good sample of each book and by the end of 
the year you will have studied every book in the 
Bible. 
*Background material on each book 
• Outline of each book 
• Practical lessons 
• Sermon outline from a valuable lesson 
• Paperback • 304 pgs. 

$9.00 
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Hundreds of students opted out of the tolerance 
training video, and another 324 stuclents did not 
show up for school the day it was shown. The ACLU 
has threatened to file for a court order to enforce at
tendance. 

Joseph Platt, a Cincinnati lawyer._representing 
parents, said "mandatory training on tolerance for 
homosexuals violates the right of conscience of par
ents and students who believe such behavior im
moral" (The Washington Times, Dec. 1, 2004). 

Poker Grabs Hold of Teens 

@CHICAGO (AP) - Now that his high-school 
football season is over, Zak Coppinger has been 
playing poker every chance he can get. 

With his mom's blessing, he's turned the family 
dining room into a poker parlor for himself and his 
buddies, complete with green walls and a chandelier. 
He also keeps a deck of cards at school so he can 
play impromptu games during class or lunch. 

"It's better than homework, I can tell you that," 
the 18-year-old from Austin, Texas, says with a 
chuckle. 

He's just one of the many young people who 
have become avid players of Texas Hold'em and 
other poker games - a trend sparked, in part, by TV 
shows that feature tournaments for celebrities and 
professional poker players. But gambling opponents 
wonder whether some teens, and the adults who let 
them play, are taking it too far. 

"It's fun. It's exciting. It's glamorized on TV 
and in the media in a way that other addictions are 
not," said Keith Whyte, executive director of the Na
tional Council on Problem Gambling. "There's the 
impression that through skill, you can beat the odds. 
But randomness is always going to have a bigger fac
tor in determining the outcome than your skill. 

''And unfortunately, that's not the message these 
kids get." 

Some parents have heeded the warning, cutting 
back on casino nights at after-prom parties and other 
events. And officials at a growing number of ~chools 
-from New Trier Township High School, north of 
Chicago, to Apple Valley High School in su~urban 
Minneapolis - have started banning poker playing 
on their campuses. 

Dave Smiley, principal at Elgin High School in 
suburban Chicago, began enforcing an old ban on 
card and dice games months ago. 

"We're like church - you shouldn't be gambling 
in school," he said (Nov. 29, 2004). 
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OAndree Seu of World magazine, in considering 

the claim that homosexuals have an embedded gene 
that compels homosexual behavior, wrote as follows: 

Genetic studies also show correlations with 
alcoholism and with violence. No one, as far 
as I know, is saying the active alcoholic is "'be
ing who she was born as." We direct her to a 
12-step program-and fast. Neither do we 
give a pass to violent offenders on the basis 
that "biology is destiny." · 

Or what if, rather than genetics, it's envi
ronment that drives a person toward violence 
or alcoholism (or homosexuality)? Do we 
then give those conditions a blessing? No, nei
ther for chromosomes nor for abusive fathers 
do we excuse the human moral agent from be
ing in the driver's seat. 

What is sin? Is sin only the acts I commit 
with full volition or is sin even things about 
myself that I was born with and that I loathe 
(Romans 7; Psalm 51)? Mr. X is saddled with 
a tendency to distemper-right from the get
go. Ms. Y is born with a proclivity to gam
bling, something she's been aware of from her 
first nickel bet on a hop-scotch game. These 
things come "naturally," but given their way, 
they land us in crime or debt or neglect of 
family. No drunk or serial killer marches in a 
parade crying "Free to be me!" Indeed, are 
not these predispositions the manifold ways 
that the Fall falls on us? 

Does a just God punish a tendency I was 
born with? Well, if not, then how can God 
punish any sin, since all sin is like that? I have 
a theory that we are all born addicts of some 
kind or other, all battling (or not) our private 
besetting sins. We must all fight temptation by 
petitioning for grace. 

"Fair is what a state has," our local Ms. Wagner 
tells her first-grade kiddos. And annoying as that is 
to the alleger of unfairness, the point is well taken. 
What's fair is what God says is fair. What's sin is 
what God says is sin. And whether it's difficult or it's 
easy, and whether it's curable or the battle of a life
time, and even if it means never marrying and satis
fying your physical yearnings (which is a big if), 
God's words leave no wiggle room as He censures 
"Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, 
which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and 
pursu~d unnatural desire" Uude 7). 

Let it be clearly understood that this paper does 
not hate homosexuals, but loves them enough to say 
that the homosexual drive - whether inherited or 

learned - can be controlled. If you practice homo
sexuality, you have the power to discipline yourself 
and cease the immoral habit - you will be happier, 
cleaner, and healthier if you do. 

Marriage Issue Works Its Way Jhrough Courts 
$By Cheryl Wetzstein - The Washington Times, 

Nov. 29, 2004 
December will be a busy month for homosexual 

"marriage" issues as courts in Oregon and California 
consider the fate of about 7,000 same-sex "mar
riages" and a Louisiana court considers the legality 
of a newly passed marriage amendment. 

The Louisiana case is up first, with a hearing 
scheduled for Wednesday before the state Supreme 
Court. 

In October, Louisiana District Court Judge Will
iam Morvant ruled that the marriage amendment, 
which passed Sept. 18, was unconstitutional because 
it defined marriage as the union of a man and a 
woman and prohibited recognition of "any union of 
unmarried individuals." 

Judge Morvant agreed with homosexual rights 
lawyers that the amendment illegally contained more 
than one subject. Louisiana lawmakers who wrote the 
amendment say it was legal and have appealed the 
case. 

The case is being watched closely because similar 
anti-amendment lawsuits have been filed in Georgia, 
Kentucky and Oklahoma. 

Oregon's case, scheduled for Dec. 15 before the 
Oregon Supreme Court, ~lso tests a new marriage 
amendment. 

In the spring, Multnomah County officials, citing 
constitutional equal-rights protections, began marry-

The Bible and Strong Drink 
by Howard Winters 
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Social drinking, nor any other form, cannot be justi
fied by the scriptures. This book challenges the most 
dreadful drug problem in America. It should be placed 
in the hands of everyone, studied in every classroom, 
and preached from every pulpit.BKKU03, paperback, 
80 pgs. 

$3.95 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 
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ing couples regardless of their sex. The American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) quickly filed a lawsuit seeking 
full "marriage" rights for homosexual couples, and 
traditional values groups countersued to stop the 
county clerks from issuing such licenses. 

In April, Multnomah County Circuit Court Judge 
Frank Bearden stopped the issuance of same-sex 
"marriage" licenses. But he also ruled that the 3,000 
same-sex licenses already issued must be registered by · 
the state and that the legislature should resolve the 
bigger issue of marital rights for same-sex couples. 

The Bearden decision was appealed to the Or
egon Supreme Court. In the meantime, Oregon resi
dents voted Nov. 2 to add a sentence to their consti
tution saying, "Only a marriage between one man 
and one woman shall be valid or legally recognized 
as a marriage." 

The high court asked for updates on the ACLU 
lawsuit, and on Nov. 17, ACLU lawyers said they 
would ask the high court to legalize some form of civil 
union - not "marriage" - for same-sex couples. 

The state, they added, "is still obligated to fully 

Building or remodeling? 

National Interior 
Furnishings 
Your one-source supplier 

Furnishings for 
• Church buildings 

• Schools 

• Funeral homes 

• Nursing homes 

• Offices 

Pews; chairs; stacking, folding, office, executive; 
lecterns; desks; workstations; conference tables/ 
chairs; baptistries and heaters; steeples; signage, 
exterior and interior; office/classroom/nursery furnish
ings, cribs, rocking chairs, toddler tables/chairs; 
chalkboards, bulletin boards, white/magnetic boards, 
flannel boards; blinds; traditional and contemporary 
church lighting, chandeliers; sound/video equipment 
and installation; flooring and installation: tile, wood, 
vinyl, carpet, commercial/residential; sports/playground 
equipment; cabinets/shelving/storage units; vacuum 
cleaners, commercial, light duty; carpet cleaners; 
and more. 
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recognize" the 3,000 Multnomah "marriages," as the 
new amendment "cannot retroactively undo these 
valid marriages." 

Leaders of the conservative Defense of Marriage 
Coalition want the high court to reverse Judge 
Bearden's recognition of the 3,000 "marriages," be
cause the licenses were issued in violation of state 
law. 

The rest of the ACLU lawsuit should be dismissed, 
the conservative lawyers said, because the ACLU ar
gued against allowing civil unions in its earlier briefs. 

"You can't change your request two-thirds of a 
way through a lawsuit," coalition lawyer Kelly Clark 
told the Oregonian newspaper. 

Finally, in California, on Dec. 22, a lawsuit seek
ing marriage rights for same-sex couples has a hear
ing before San Francisco Superior Court Judge Rich
ard Kramer. 

This case is expected to reach the California Su
preme Court, perhaps within a year. This summer, 
the high court voided about 4,000 same-sex "mar
riages" conducted in San Francisco this spring. How
ever, if the high court eventually ruled in favor of le
galizing same-sex "marriage," those couples could 
reapply for legal licenses. 

Galifornia doesn't define marriage in its constitu
tion, but in 2000, its voters passed a law that cannot 
be overturned by legislators that says that only mar
riage between a man and a woman can be valid or 
recognized. 

Fatuousness 
®According to World magazine (Dec. 4, 2004 ), 

heads rolled at the Presbyterian Church (USA) head
quarters in Louisville, Ky. Two high PCUSA execu
tives were fired on Nov. 11 in the aftermath of a con
troversial trip to Lebanon. Katy Luechert, the 
denomination's number 3 executive, and Peter 
Sulyok were leaders of a 24-member official delega
tion whose "fact-finding" visit in late October in
cluded friendly talks with members of Hezbollah, the 
Iranian-backed Shite terrorist group committed to 
the destruction of Israel. 

Top officials at the PCUSA, including Ms. 
Luechert's boss, John Detterick, had earlier ordered 
the leaders to cancel the visit, but they refused. The 
visit, which included an American theologian's re
marks critical of Israel, severely disrupted relations 
between the PCUSA and Jewish groups. Ms 
Luechert, Mr. Sulyok, and Mr. Detterick had no im
mediate comment about the sudden departures. 



Godless Communism 
OThe Chinese government in mainland China is 

determined to stamp-out every vestige of religion -
except, of course, for the religion of communism. 
Belief in God and Marxism are incompatible. It is 
also true that virtually every form of socialism (a 
type of communism) is anti-religious- take note of 
the anti-Christian stance by informed and zealous 
advocates of World Socialism, spearheaded by the 
World Counsel of Churches, and reflected in many 
liberal denominations and educational institutions. 

Here are some excerpts from the May 27 docu
ment, "Notice on Further Strengthening Marxist 
Atheism Research, Propaganda and Education," is
sued by the Communist Party of China: 

Facing the new task of reform, development 
and stability, the new demand of the people 
on spiritual and cultural life, the new situation 
on targeting the cultic organization of 'Falun 
Gong' and various pseudo-science and super
stition, and the new trend toward Western 
hostile forces' attempt to 'westernize' and 
'disintegrating' China in the name of religion, 
we need to further strengthen Marxist athe
ism research, propaganda and education. 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

"Soundness - Balance - Integrity" 

Tuition Free • Housing Available 
Two-year Program • College Level 

Personal Attention • Limited Financial Aid 
Excellent Library • Preaching Opportunities 

Experienced Faculty • VA Benefits 
Classes for Wives 

Under oversight of Karns Elders since 1971 

James L. Meadows, Director 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville, TN 37931 
(865) 691-7444 • Fax (865) 691-9692 

Attention shall be centered on the party 
cadres and juveniles. And relevant work shall 
be done persistently and incessantly, with an 
effort to create healthy social values, and 
good social environment, under which science 
and civilization are advocated, fatuity and su
perstition are opposed, and evil teachings and 
heterodox are boycotted. 

Aiming at the phenomenon of fatuity and 
superstition, which exists among some 
people, we shall strengthen the research, pro
paganda and education of natural science, 
particularly the basic knowledge about life, 
helping people understand the universe, the 
origin of life, the rule on human evolution, 
and correctly deal with various natural phe
nomena, natural disasters, birth, aging, dis
ease and death. 

To publicize Marxist atheism, we shall posi
tively use films, TV programs, books, elec
tronic publications, and other things to 
people's taste, and firmly ban all illegal publi
cations, which disseminate superstitions and 
evil teachings. 

We shall firmly implement the party's 
policy on freedom of religious belief, respect 
people's freedom to believe religion or not 
believe religion, and make distinction be
tween religion and superstition. - Translated 
by the China Aid Association 

Cascade-Mission 

OCascade Mission, a nonprofit based in Abilene, 
hosted its first fund-raiser- Crystal Swing Ball
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday [Nov. 13, 2003] in 
the Windsor Ballroom, 401 Pine St. 

The event featured a jazz band, a local swing 
dance troupe, strolling violinists and a silent auction. 

Cascade Mission formed locally almost a year 
ago, but raises money in several other states. Its goal 
is to establish churches in Long Island because of the 
perceived lack of church presence there, said Direc
tor Michael Ward. 

Cascade Mission is affiliated with the Church of 
Christ. Efforts to establish churches in New York will 
begin next fall. 

Tickets for the Crystal Ball Swing were $50 
each, or two for $50 if purchased online only at 
www.cascademission.org. 

Tickets were also available at the door or in ad
vance at Bible Boo~ Store locations, 610 Butternut 
St. or 5001 Buffalo Gap Road, and Cassandra's Gift 
Shop, 1079 N. Judge Ely Blvd. (Abilene Reporter
News, Nov. 12, 2004 ). ~ 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

guestion: Why is a person who sinned with 
knowledge superior to one deceived (1 Tim. 

2.1 14)? Why should the stigma of Eve's sin remain 
to the present time? 

Answer: 1 Timothy 2:8-15 forbids women to ex
ercise authority over men in prayer, teaching, 

and other such matters. Two reasons are given or 
this: (1) The priority of men in creation ("For Adam 
was first formed, then Eve," v. 13); and (2) the dif
ferent conduct of the two in the first transgression 
("And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 
deceived was in the transgression," v. 14 ). 

This does not imply that being deceived is mor
ally worse or more blamable than sinning knowingly. 
On the contrary, primary blame for the first sin is 
uniformly applied to Adam: "By one man sin entered 
into the world" (Rom. 5 :12); this "one man's sin" 
was "Adam's transgression" (Rom. 4:14); it is Adam 
who brought death and in whom all die (1 Cor. 
15:21, 22). Adam is never absolved of the primary 
blame. 

Instrumental Music 
in the Public Worship 

by John L. Giradeau 

Introduction written 
by Winford Claiborne 

This book is published by the International Gospel Hour 
a radio program sponsored by churches of Christ. It is ~ 
very scholarly book by a Presbyterian preacher reprinted to 
show that churches of Christ are not alone in opposing in
strumental music in worship. 

Dr. Girardeau taught for many years at Columbia Theo
logical Seminary in Columbia, S.C. This book is his answer 
to students who asked him why he opposed instrumental 
music in the worship of the church. We do not support Dr. 
Giradeau's denominational thoughts on other topics, but his 
thoughts opposing instrumental music in worship are well 
worth the study. paperback • 200 pgs. 

$10.00 
plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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The point under discussion in 1 Timothy 2 is 
leadership, authority. What factors in Eve's trans
gres~ion have any bearing on that question? Two sug
gestiOns are usually made: 

1. Woman's special sensitivity, feeling, and sub
jectivity are illustrated by Eve's being deceived. 
These qualities, whi le they suit women for many vi
tal works and essential roles, are not those best 
suited for authority. 

2. Adam followed Eve's leadership into sin on 
this occasion, even though he knew better. "Because 
you listened to the voice of your wife" is part of the 
reason given by God for the curse on Adam (Gen. 
3: 17). The incident is cited as reason for man not 

' woman, to exercise leadership and authority in 
prayer and sp iritual teach ing (1 Tim. 2:12-14 ). 

Whether or not we understand the reason given 
for the command, the command can still be accepted 
and obeyed. Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

FF 

The 
Genesis 
Flood 
John C. Whitcomb Jr. 
Henry M. Morris 

An extensive treatment of both biblical and 
scientific evidences for a global flood as 
explained in Genesis 6·8. The classic in its field 
that inititiated much of the current creation/ 
evolution controversy. Still extremely re levant. 
0875523382 550 pgs. paperback 

$14.99 plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
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- Alaska -

St. Augusrinc - Sr. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, "I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 

- Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church o f C hrist, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-147 5. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

- Maryland -
Danuucm - C hurch of Christ, 9600 Ma in St. 
(Rr. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
cast of Woodfield Rd. (Rr. 124) on Rr. 108. 

- Missouri -
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-67 15 o r Andrew L. Laux (907) Braruon -Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.ne t 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (4 17) 334-3866. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and t he 
Greater Fairbanks a rea - 645 11 th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 45 6-4921. 

r:urmington - Sunnyview Church o f Christ, Hw)' 
I I (1'.0. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925 . Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Waailla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O . Box Raytown - Raytown Church of Quist, 6000 Blue 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 7 45-3011 o r (907) Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 
373-5583 

- Alabama -
- Ohio-

r:airborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
-Northport C hurch of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., Cent ral 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a .m., 6 p.m.,Wcd. 878-0452, Sun. 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation Spencer, mi nis ter. 
availabk 

Somerville-Unio n Church of Christ, 4626 I lwy 
36 E, o ne mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p. m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -

-Oklahoma -
O klahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
C hrist, 4300 N. Ann Arbo r Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 o.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- South Carolina -
Albany - 1370 Morin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 1 1 Greer -Greer Church o f Christ, 12 15 S. Main Sr., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- I lwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a. m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (51 0) 655-0388. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 
Buellton - Church o f Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10 :30a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. -Tennessee-

-Colorado -
Aurora (Denv.,-)- East Alameda Church of 
C hrist, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed . 7 p.m., (303) 344 -
4050 

- Florida-

C ookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
G randview Dr., 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 n.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. O ne mile no rth of 
1-40 just o ff Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the mrnptL• o f Tennessee 
Bible College. 

- Texas-
Cnrtlmse - C.rthagc Church of Chris t, 1309 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panoln, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 3 .m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed . 7 p.m. (!!OJ) 6!13-326!1 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City - Lake C ity Church of C hrist , 65 6 SW 
Sr. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of l-75 off exit 8 1. 

Melbourne- Church a t No rth Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe T yler (321) 254-2261. 

Orlnndo-Wmter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 541 0 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p._m., Wed. 7 :15 p.m. (407) 657 -0657 

We can help you finance your 
remodeling 

or new building projects. 

Call J. C. Prophet 

(888) 799 -7016 

Hous ton - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15 935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1 2 19. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 :30 

Klein Arcn Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Ko hrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 35 1-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed . 7 :30 p.m. 
1-1. A. (Buste r) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop o n Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Linde ll Mitche ll, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of C hrist, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
RiGO Arguern, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Nortltern Oaks C hurch of Christ 
on Rcdland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 :00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.nonhcrnoakschurch.org, &:n Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of C hrist, 27 10 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9 :30, 10:30 o.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('h mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia -
Ridunond - Hopkins Road Churd1 of Christ, 
8325 l lopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by ~der Campbell1826 

A translation of the NewT estament 
with invaluable supplementary ma
terial. pb 

.19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-621 6 

Ca1i119 & Sfuui119 
Ne1vsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how y ou can participa te calf: 

. (800) 288-2044 

J~nunt)' 2~05 3 7 
Fum Fouodau oo 



Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
b~· Cuy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5'A') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by llurlon Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 
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(0111(0);1 

Of 
0tXUTIA,J 

.. ..:.. ... .... 
Contemporary Concerns 

of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in I he paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain styla and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 inches, $10 for 1·2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like· 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. · 

january 2005 
Firm Founda1ion 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Ord&r from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." . ' 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, dassified, directory, display, must be I"'Cl&ivud 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the tint of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The Lord's church in Opdouaas, La., is searching 
for an evangelist to locate in Opelousas and work 
full time with the church. We are a small 
co~regation of about 20 members, willi~ to work 
with the right preacher. He will be sound in the 
faith and dedicated to evangelism. We prefer a 
preacher between 25 and 50 years of age, but will 
consider an older, qualified man. Liberals and 
hobby-riders should not apply. Please send 
application to: Jerry Scruggins. Church of Christ, 
2614 S. Union, Opelousas, La. 70570 

Palacios Cllurcb ofCJrist is looking for a preacher. 
Contact Charles Hutto, (361) 9n-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Pull-time, experienced pceac:hu for cong. of 7~75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man. with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preachins to the 
saved. We are 50150, blaclr/white congregation. 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 

• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

0-940999-45-5 ........... $59.95 
• Black Genuine leather 

0-940999-46-5 ........... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
•size 43/••x7W'x 3/a" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 

• NolntkJxingava/lsble 

$4.00s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries nmst 
include r6s~ audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
FJders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., Jax, FL 32208. 

Centtal Church of Ouist in Labelle, Florida seeb 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and •snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challCtJ8e. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a '"people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact Jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Blue Sprinp, Missouri. We are first and most 
assuredly looking for a man sound in the faith, 
well seasoned, greatly experienced in personal 
work, willing to put out the effort needed to 
evangelize the area. We will be offering a preachers 
house and salary. Please e-mail me at 
Doug168@aol.comor send~ and sample tape 
to Douglas Holland, 39505 NE 3rd St., Oak Grove, 
M064075. 

For Sale 
Ratoration Rqmn!s, other boob at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious boob and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological Schooh to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. Jack Evlll'ISt President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Introduce a congregation or a friend 
to the Firm Foundation with a free 
3-month subsaiption 

Call 1-888-367-6216 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
-an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your dqp-ee, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Now available in large print 

-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-

Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367-6216 

Eng I ish Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross "'ferences 
Complete ESV classic refe"'nce concor

dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
Including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

{includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pl. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pl. 
158-134-3507 .................. $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 

Other styles .. . 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgi.Uldy Genuine lealher 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnline Bible 
Black bonded lealher 
158-134-3736 ................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 

Janwuy 2~05 3 9 
J-11111 FoUJMiatiOD 



Troth for Today Commentwy &ties 
A complete exegesis and application of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by faithful scholars of the churches of Christ 

Scholars within the churches of Christ are producing a complete book-by-book commentary on the entire Bible. 
Each volume in this historic work provides remarks on every verse of the text covered, and each chapter ends with 
an application section which offers suggestions for developing sermons and Bible classes. Biblical text is New 
American Standard Bible (Updated Edition). (10-year project- 40-45 volumes) 

The authors are taking advantage of both ancient and contemporary historical and archaeological findings to give 
insight into the Scriptures and provide practical applications. Eddie Cloer, general editor, has taught at Harding 
University since 1976. Joining Cloer in editorial roles are Don Shackelford, Professor Emeritus of Bible at Harding 
University, where he also served as Director of International Studies and Duane Warden, New Testament editor, is 
Professor of Bible and Associate Dean of the College of Bible and Religion at Harding University. 

The Scholars 
David Anguish 
Rodney Ashlock 
Mike Case 
Carl Cheatham 
Eddie Cloer 
Sellers Crain 
Earl Edwards 

Ancil Jenkins 
Dayton Keesee 
Jay Lockhart 
Cecil May Jr. 
Jack McKinney 
Bruce Mclarty 
Edward Myers 

Owen Olbricht 
Martel Pace 
Ray Paseur 
Dennis. Petrillo 
Paul Pollard 
Eugene Priest 
Neale Pryor 

David Rechtin 
Coy Roper 
David Roper 
Don Shackelford 
Don Vinzant 
Duane Warden 

Volumes Available • Hardback 
• Acts 1-14 by David Roper, 558 pgs . .................................................. $29.95 
• Acts 15-28 by David Roper, 560 pgs . ................................................ $29.95 
• Revelation 1-11 by David Roper, 550 pgs . ....................................... $29.95 
• Revelation 12-22 by David Roper, 488 pgs . ..................................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 1 by David Roper, 602 pgs .......................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 2 by David Roper, 683 pgs . ......................... $29.95 
• Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer, 708 pgs . .............................................. $29.95 
• Study Guide for Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer .................................... $3.50 

Assists the Bible class in having an In-depth study of the Book 
of Psalms and prepares students for rich discussions of the biblical texts. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O.Box69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
January 2005 

Address service requested. 

$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

. Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Dallas, TX 

Pennit No.1863 



FIR 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2005 

Vol. 120 Houston, Texas • February 2005 No.2 

The Miraculous Age 
By Stephen Wiggins 

T ere are at least three areas pertaining to the 
subject of miracles that must be appreciated 
in order to understand the biblical teaching 

of miracles properly and fully. 
First, the definition of a miracle must be under

stood. In this area one must be concerned as to how 
the Bible defines and describes a miracle as opposed 
to how that same term may be used in modern day 
expression. What is and is not a miracle according to 
the Bible should be foremost in one's mind when 
studying this subject. 

Second, one must fully appreciate the purpose of 
miracles. Why were miracles performed accord ing to 
the Bible? What was the purpose of their existence? 
W hy did God endow ce rtain ones within the early 
church with the ability to wo rk miracles? 

Third, one must reflect on the cessation of 
miracles. Why and when did miracles cease? Why 
are not miracles being performed today? The an
swers to such questions will help one to biblically de
fine the parameters of rhe miraculous age. 

Not only must these three areas pertaining to the 
definition, purpose, and cessation of miracles be 
learned, bur it a lso helps to appreciate these areas in 
the order of the sequence just given. For example, 
before one can fully appreciate the cessation of 
miracles he must comprehend the purpose of 
miracles because the two are intimately connected. If 
one cannot understand why miracles were given in 

the first place, then it is difficult to see why miracles 
served their purpose and are no longer needed today. 
But once one grasps t he divi ne design of miracles, 
then he is in proper position to app reciate how 
miracles served their purpose and eventually ceased. 

It is also true that for one to understand fully the 
purpose of miracles, he must comprehend the defini
tion of a miracle. One of the main reasons why many 
people never understand the purpose and cessation 
of miracles is because they never really understand 
the biblical definition of a miracle. Those who go 
through life thinking that the physical birth of an in
fant is a miracle are obviously going to have d iffi
culty concluding that miracles have ceased. Thus, the 
definition, purpose, and cessation of miracles should 
be studied together in order to appreciate what the 
Bible says about the miraculous age . 

Joel's Prophecy 

W hereas miracles were utilized by God to create rhe 
wo rld as Deity spoke the universe into existence 
(Gen. 1); and whereas the biblical record sets forth 
mu ltiple miraculous events in the O ld Testament 
(Exod. 7-14); and whereas Jesus performed multiple 
miracles during his public ministry Uohn 20:30-3 1); 
and whereas a miracle will take place in connection 
with the general resurrection sometime in tl~e future 
on the " last day" Uohn 5 :28-29; 6:39-40); the pur
pose of this article is to elaborate on the miraculous 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Kinfolk 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

L o, children are a heri tage of Jehovah; and 
the fru it of the womb is his reward. 
As arrows in the hand of a mighty man, 

so are the children of youth. Happy is the man 
that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not 
be put to shame, when they speak with their en
emies in the gate (Pss. 127:3-1 28 :1). 

We want the very best for our children, 
grandchildren, and their children after them. 
We load them down with toys and trinkets, the 
finest clothes, the best secular education, but may not be as con
cerned as their welfare requires about spiritual qualities. We give 
to them things and stuff, and fai l to set before them a noble ex
ample of godliness. 

Too many modern children have straight teeth and crooked 
souls. 

The happiness of eternal well-being - like a man's life - does 
not consist in the "abundance of things." 

"The life is more than the food and the body more than cloth
ing." 

Dr. Laura Schlessinger, a well known psychotherapist, has 
given a list of what children need from their parents. It is thought
provoking and comports w ith biblical teaching about the family. 
For your convenience and contemplation, here is the list: 

1. A mother and a father. The growing trend of single people 
thinking it is their right to have a child regardless of the im
mutable needs of children is despicable. To intentionally rob 
a child of a father or a mother for selfish purposes is to treat 
a child like a possession rather than a complex being. It is 
sad enough when a parent is lost by death, but by divorce or 
"none at all" is a painful insult felt in a personal way by the 
child, who forever experiences a significant loss. 

2. A mother and a father who are not addicted to drugs or al
cohol. 

3. A mother and a father who are committed to the marriage 
and who do not give in to inappropriate fantasies (Internet 
porn or illicit relationships) or behaviors (flirtations or adul
tery) or selfish wh ims (spending excessive investment of 
time into hobbies or buddies). 

4. A mother and a father who sacrifice personal concerns and 
opportunities for the welfare of the family, who do not use 
or abuse the commitment of the other for personal gain. 



5. A mother and a father who work out child care so that chil
dren are raised by a loving, involved parent instead of hired 
help or institutionalized day care. 

6. A mother and a father who take responsibility for their own 
emotional and psychological issues (childhood abuse, an 
over-enmeshed original family, etc.) and do not permit these 
internal aches and pains to damage their ability to function 
properly in the context of spouse and parent. 

7. A mother and a father who do not compete with each other 
for power, perks or popularity, but who see themselves "as 
one" and hold the well-being of the other spouse before 
their own. 

8. A mother and a father who, if divorced, do not start new 
families with new children so that their original children are 
only visitors in their new lives. 

9. A mother and a father who take the time to teac~ their chil
dren moral and ethical values and admirable practical life 
strategies, not only by their words but also by their role 
modeling. 

10. A mother and a father who teach their children responsibil
ity through consequences - who do not simply protect and 
rescue their children or take their position against what is 
right and just. 

Sadly, Doctor Laura does not specifically mention religious 
training, though she does imply it. Talking to your offspring about 
God and eternity is of utmost importance. Every home should be a 
place where the Bible is read and prayers are said. Remember 
Moses inspired admonition: 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes (Deut. 6:6-9 ESV). 

If that was true of the words God gave to Moses, then how 
much more important is it to repeat, memorize, and be guided by 
the words God gave to one who was greater than Moses ... greater 
than Abraham ... greater than David ... greater than Solomon. If 
the teaching of Jesus is not poured out like oil upon the heads of 
our young ones, then we greatly err, and they greatly suffer. The 
glorious words of eternal life are far better than baubles encrusted 
in diamonds and set in gold. The wonderful words of life are more 
precious than any earthly treasure. 

Parents should be believers and believers must take - not send 
but take - their children to Bible study and first-day-of-the-week 
public worship. The child from its earliest remembrance needs to 
be impressed with adults in the family engaged in solemn devo
tion. The child should be trained to sit quietly and respectfully 
during prayers, Lord's Supper, and sermon; to cast something into 
the treasury and to sing the great songs of Zion. To be part of the 
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assembly when the saints of God are gathered to
gether in one place is critical to precious memories 
and will minister to fidelity in later life. Some chil
dren are deprived of this, but overcome it. The wise 
parents will provide examples of sincere piety for 
their offspring. If, on the other hand, the child is mis
lead to think that worship-time is play-time - that 
worship is trivial - the damage may be irreparable. 

The Bible puts much emphasis on family. In the 
beginning, it has been often pointed out, God made 
one man and one woman, "male and female created 
he them," and told them to "be fruitful, and multi
ply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it." The man 
and the woman, being united in holy matrimony by 
the Creator, produced children .. . family. 

In giving the Ten Commandments to the liber
ated Israelites this order is preserved ... first, honor 
God; second, worship ... remembering to keep the 
Sabbath; third, honor fathe r and mother ... the first 
command with promise. 

The family is crucial to the welfare of society. 
When the family is strong and insulated, the church 
is secure and the nation is robust. This doubtless ac
counts for the emphasis the inspired scriptures place 
on the home. 

4 

The New Testament tells us that "marriage is to 
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be had in honor among all, and the bed undefiled" 
(Heb. 13 :4). The bishop must be " the husband of 
one wife ... one that ruleth well his own house, hav
ing his children in subjection in all gravity" (1 Tim. 
3 :2,4; Titus 1:6). "Let deacons be husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children and thei r own houses well 
... " (1 Tim. 3: 12). Jesus spoke of the sanctity and 
permanence of marriage (Matt. 19:6, 9). The new 
covenant is explicit in detailing the duties of hus
bands, wives, and children (Eph. 5:22-33; 1 Cor. 7; 
Eph. 6:1-4; 1 Pet. 3:1-7). Paul makes the obedient 
and sacrificial connection between Jesus and his 
church typical of the love-laden relationship between 
a husband and wife. The New Testament further hal
lows the family by using it as a figure of the relation
ship between the saved and God ... Heavenly Father 
... born again .. . Jesus the firstborn (elder brother) 
. . . child ren of God . .. household of God ... 

We cannot overemphasize the importance of 
family - a man and a woman and any children born 
to that union. 

But know this, that in the las t days grievous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 
self, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, 
rai lers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affecti on, implacable, 
slanderers, without self-con tro l, fierce, no 
lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, puffed 
up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God; holding a form of godliness, but having 
denied the power therefore. From these also 
turn away (2 Tim. 3:1-5). 

The decay of the fami ly and fa ilure to revere 
God and obey his word produces dire consequences 
- including the destruction of the nation and the 
ruin of the church. When people love self supremely 
and do not adore God with all their power, they be
come haughty and are disobedient to parents .. . 
without natural affection .. . a generation of evil do
ers walking down the Broadway and into the jaws of 
hell. 

Conversely, if we put God, his kingdom, and his 
righteousness first ... if we honor father and mother 
... if we keep the home inviolate, then right prevails, 
the church prospers, the nation is secure, and we 
travel down the narrow path of truth, and pass 
through the portals made of pearl to walk down a 
street of gold to the throne of God, where we bow 
low and hear the Christian's sweet welcome home. 
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Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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The Miraculous Age 
(continued from page 1) 

age as it is defined and described by Joel's prophecy 
in his book at 2:28-32. This Old Testament passage 
is quoted by the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost 
and applied to miraculous phenomenons that com
menced on that day and continued within the first
century church (Acts 2:16-21). 

Joel's prophecy is a summary of the miraculous 
operation of the Holy Spirit by which the gospel was 
given and confirmed. It is the basis and background 
of what the New Testament teaches about the mi
raculous operation of the Holy Spirit. This passage 
should never be out of sight when reference is made 
to the work of the Spirit and miracles in the New 
Testament. Joel's prophecy was God's promise of in
spiration and miraculous gifts to the apostles and the 
early church during which time the revelation of the 
gospel was being given. 

Joel's prophecy anticipates the time in which the 
miraculous gifts would be distributed to believers 
within the first-century church through the laying on 
of the apostles' hands (Mark 16:15-18; Acts 8:14-
19; 19:1-7; 1 Cor. 12:7-11). That Joel's prophecy 
embraced more than the apostles is seen from the 
fact that both men and women ("daughters" and 
"handmaidens") would become recipients of inspira
tion (cf. Acts 2:17-18; 21:9). 

Joel's prophecy also anticipated the spiritual 
equality of all men. The miraculous gifts would be 
distributed without distinction as was needed among 
both Jews and Gentiles ("all flesh"), male and female 
("sons" and "daughters"), rich and poor ("ser
vants"), old and young ("young" and "old"). This 
demonstrated that the gospel was for all without ra
cial, social, sexual, or gender distinctions (Gal. 3:26-
29). Spiritual gifts distributed among the Gentile 
Christians presented an argument that no Judaizing 
teacher could answer (Gal. 3:2-5). 

Definition of Miracles 
However one decides to define a miracle one thing is 
certain: one must distinguish between the natural 
and the supernatural. A natural event is something 
that takes place in harmony with God's natural laws 
that the Creator himself set in motion at the begin
ning of time. These are everyday, ordinary happen
ings such as the falling of rain, the birth of a child, or 

the budding of a flower. These are not miracles but 
natural, normal occurrences in which events tran
spire in complete accord with God' natural laws. 

A providential event is a happening in which 
God does something but utilizes his natural law as 
means to accomplish whatever he desires. Instead of 
God operating contrary to his laws he acts in har
mony with and by means of these laws. An example 
of God acting providentially is the giving of our daily 
bread in answer to prayer (Matt. 6: 11). God gives 
the bread. He is the source of the gift, and he gives it 
to mankind, but he does so through and by utilizing 
natural laws that he has already set in motion. 

A miracle, however, is when God does something 
by acting contrary to his natural laws. It is an event 
which transcends and temporarily sets aside that 
which is natural. For example, God has always 
turned water into wine by natural processes. The 
grape vine with its root system draws moisture from 
the ground which travels up through the vine and 
into the grape. Over a period of several months this 
moisture (water) turns into grape juice. Jesus miracu
lously turned water into wine, however, when he cir
cumvented the grape vine and the natural laws that 
ordinarily govern the processes of making wine 
(John 2: 1-11). 

Miracles therefore are events that cannot be ex
plained by natural phenomena. It was an event that 
pointed to supernatural power and influence. For ex
ample, when Peter and John performed the "miracle 
of healing" on the lame man the Jewish authorities 
concluded: "for that indeed a notable miracle hath 
been wrought through them, is manifest to all that 
dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it" (Acts 
4:16, 22). Even these unbelievers could not deny the 
obvious. Miracles demonstrated that their source 
was nothing short of divine power, and thus, they are 
referred to as "mighty works" (literally "powers," 2 
Cor. 12: 12). 

Purpose of Miracles 
My objective here is to focus on one word in two 
New Testament passages that informs us of at least 
one reason for which God intended the design of 
miracles. 

Following the giving of the Great Commission in 
February 2005 5 
Firm Foundation 



which our Lord informed his apostles that miracu
lous signs would accompany the believers as they 
went forth and preached the gospel (Mark 16:15-
18), the inspired writer makes this comment: ''And 
they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them, and confirming the word by the 
signs that followed" (Mark 16:20). Again, and per
haps with the preceding passage in mind as he wrote, 
the Hebrews writer states that the "great salvation" 
was "confirmed unto us by them that heard; God 
also bearing witness with them, both by signs and 
wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, according to his own will" (He b. 2:3-4 ). 

Of interest here is the fact that in both of these 
passages it is specifically stated that God's word was 
"confirmed" by miraculous signs. This term is trans
lated from the verb form, bebaioo, found eight times 
on the pages of the New Testament. According to the 
Greek-English lexical authorities the word in this 
context carries the meaning of "to verify, to prove to 
be true and certain" or "to put something beyond 
doubt, confirm, establish" (Louw & Nida, p. 340; 
Danker, p. 173). 

The idea is that the miracles were given to the 
apostles and other inspired individuals to corrobo
rate and authenticate that the message being 
preached by them originated with God and not man. 
Miracles performed in conjunction with the oral 
proclamation of the truth, then, verified the truthful
ness of the gospel message. This was especially need
ful during the first century when the gospel was be
ing orally proclaimed in the absence of any written 
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New Testament record as we have today. This was 
one of the primary purposes for which miracles were 
given to the early church and performed everywhere 
the gospel was proclaimed (cf. Rom. 15:19). 

Cessation of Miracles 

Miracles were needed to confirm the gospel as it was 
initially dispensed by oral proclamation through the 
apostles and other preachers of the gospel (Acts 8:4-
8). Keep in mind that this was during a time in which 
there was not yet any written record of New Testa
ment revelation. The apostles could not point to a 
passage in the New Testament to prove that what 
they were preaching was God's truth, as we can do 
today. The reason why is because the New Testament 
Scriptures would not begin to be written until some 
twenty years after the church had its beginning in 
Acts chapter two. 

Once, however, the total and complete revela
tion of God's word was given and written down in 
permanent form there was no use for miracles to 
continue. There was no need for God's word to be 
confirmed and corroborated over and over again in 
every generation until the Lord returns in his second 
coming. Once the gospel was verified by miraculous 
manifestation and embodied in written form on the 
pages of the New Testament then miracles ceased, 
having served their purpose. This happened some
time by the end of the first century. 

In 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 the apostle Paul dis
cusses the use of the miraculous gifts in the first-cen· 
tury church and specifically elaborates on their cessa
tion. He states: "Love never faileth; but whether 
there be prophecies, they shall be done away; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall be done away. For we 
know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when 
that which is perfect is come, that which is in part 
shall be done away." 

Here the abiding quality of love is set in contrast 
to the temporary nature of the miraculous gifts. Love 
would continue on within the church for all time. 
The spiritual gifts, here represented by the gifts of 
prophecies, tongues, and knowledge, would "cease" 
or "be done away." It was through these gifts that 
God was miraculously making known the inspired 
revelation of the gospel. That these gifts were "in 
part" refers to the fact that only partial, bit-by-bit, 
piecemeal revelations were given at any given time. 
All of God's revelation was not given in one instance. 
Rather God's word was revealed over a period of 



time in which it was presented "in part." 
This partial revelatory process was to be re

placed with the arrival of "the perfect" (literally the 
complete thing). The meaning of the passage there
fore is this: When the revelatory process (i.e., the 
communication of divine truth by miraculous inspi
ration) is completed, the means by which such rev
elation is made known (i.e., the miraculous gifts) 
would cease, having served their purpose. The con
clusion therefore is that when the New Testament 
record was fully and finally revealed miracles ceased 
there no longer being any need for continuous rev
elation or confirmation of divine truth. 

In his Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words, while specifically discussing the cessation of 
the miraculous gift of tongues, W. E. Vine states: 

There is no evidence of the continuance of 
this gift after Apostolic times nor indeed in 
the later times of the Apostles themselves; this 
provides confirmation of the fulfillment in 
this way of 1 Cor. 13:8, that this gift would 
cease in the churches, just as would 'prophe
cies' and 'knowledge' in the sense of knowl
edge received by immediate supernatural 
power. The completion of the Holy Scriptures 
has provided the churches with all that is nec
essary for individual and collective guidance, 
instruction, and edification (p. 143). 

God always intended miracles to be provisional 
or temporary in nature. In view of their particular 
purpose God never intended for miracles to last 
through succeeding generations up until the 21sr cen
tury. Thus anyone claiming the ability to perform 
miracles today implies that we do not have God's 
completed revelation and that it has never been fully 
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and completely confirmed. Such implications de
mean God and exhibit skepticism toward God rather 
than exalting him. What must be appreciated is that 
miraculous signs were given for a specific purpose. 
This purpose having been accomplished we may rest 
assured that we have access to God's word today in 
the Bible. 

Whereas few would claim to be able to raise the 
dead today as the apostles were able to do, many are 
still adamant that at least some of the miraculous op
erations of the Spirit continue today such as tongues 
or healings. In view of this claim the late brother 
James Bales observes that '~ll the gifts stand or fall 
together. There is no scriptural argument for the per
petuation of some of them and the cessation of oth
ers. If any are available today, all are available (Pat 
Boone and the Gift of Tongues, p. 9). 

Conclusion 
In his very popular book, Miracles, C.S. Lewis argues 
strongly for the authenticity of New Testament 
miracles. Strangely, however, he relegates Old Testa
ment miracles to the realm of myth. This is due to his 
conviction that truth first appears in mythological 
form and then over a long "process of crystalliza
tion" becomes historical truth. Thus, he is not cer
tain whether or not the "chosen mythology" of Old 
Testament literature should be viewed in the same 
light as the New Testament documents (p. 17 6). This 
is painful skepticism at its worst. 

Every person who accepts the Bible as God's in
spired word will have no problem accepting the 
miracles of either Testament. We accept without 
hesitation every miracle recorded in God's word as 
genuine. We believe that every miracle recorded 
within the Bible happened in exactly the same way as 
God's word portrays it as happening. The Bible itself 
is a product of the miraculous work of the Spirit and 
therefore cannot be mistaken in this matter. 

We also accept with the same tenacity those pas
sages that anticipate the cessation of the miraculous 
age when the completed will of God was given. 
What one believes and teaches about miracles must 
be gleaned from what the Bible says about this sub
ject. It is insufficient and irresponsible to talk about 
miracles divorced from their biblical context. Our 
understanding of this subject must be grounded in 
biblical precedent. To do otherwise is to make a dan
gerous and tragic mistake. 
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Bible and the Age of the Earth 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an in-depth discussion on the controversial 
topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, including 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
New Testament passages pertinent to this extremely 
important subject. 124 pgs., paperback ........ $4.95 

Case for the Existence of God 
Bert Thompson 

This book is packed with evidence from nature 
regarding the existence of God. It examines 
evidences from both the Universe and man himself. 
Also includes discussion of morality as proof of 
God's existence. Great for someone who doubts 
that God exists. 200 pgs., paperback 
....................................................................... $5.95 

Creation Compromises - 2nd ed. 
Bert Thompson 
A newly revised, thorough, well-documented 
refutation of attempts to reconcile uniformitarian 
geology with the Creation account. Dr. Thompson 
provides a solid foundation for the correct under
standing of Genesis, and critiques the Day-Age 
Theory, Gap Theory, progressive creation, and other 
forms of theistic evolution and old-Earth creationism. 
430 pgs., paperback .................................... $12.00 

Darwin's Enigma -
Fossils and Other Problems 
Luther Sunderland 

The author, at the request of the New York State 
Board of Regents, interviewed the curators of the 
world's most famous museums of natural history. 
You will be amazed at the candid admissions of 
these evolutionists as they explain, time and again, 
the lack of support for evolution provided by the 
fossil record. 193 pgs., paperback .............. $10.95 

In Defense of ... 
The Bible's Inspiration 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an examination of the Bible's claims for its 
own inspiration and the numerous evidences that 
establish it as the inspired Word of God, including 
the importance of divine revelation as well as the 
Scriptures' unity, historical/prophetic accuracy, and 
incredible scientific foreknowledge. 99 pgs., 
paperback ...................................................... $4.95 

How Do You Know 
the Bible Is From God? 
Kyle Butt 
How do we know that God wrote the Bible? Does 
the Bible have errors in it? Where did the Bible 
come from? Answers to these types of questions 
can be found in this book for 4th-6th graders. 13 
chapters, professional artwork, charts, activity 
pages - an excellent for Bible class and 
homeschoolers. 30 pgs., hardbound ............ $ 7.95 

Please call for shipping costs. 

Investigating Christian Evidences: 
Bert Thompson and Brad Harrub 
13-chapters with discussion questions - ideal for 
college or group studies. Topics: Evidence for exist
ence of God; inspiration of the Bible; responses to 
evolutionists' arguments; problem of evil, pain, sui
faring; Sonship/deity of Christ; historicity of Genesis 
1-11 with heavily illustrated chapter, "Walking Amidst 
the Dinosaurs." Ending 2 chapters on what a person 
must do to be saved; the uniqueness and singularity 
of Christ's church. 387 pgs. paperback ...... $1 0.95 

Matter of Fact: A Look at More 
Evidence for Christianity 
Kyle Butt 
Using same format as Out With Doubt, this book 
looks at more Christian evidences, such as the 
biblical concept of faith, the Bible and archaeology, 
the laws of thermodynamics, and the consequences 
of belief. Interesting, easy-to-read style, A Matter of 
Fact gives teens materials they need to build a 
strong spiritual foundation and combat evolutionary 
error. 160 pgs., paperback ............................ $7.95 

Refuting Evolution 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfatl 
Creationist response to National Academy of 
Science's Teaching About Evolution and the Nature 
of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thou
sands of public school teachers, is an effort to 
saturate students with evolutionary concepts. This is 
a cogent rebuttal, examining the points in the NAS 
booklet: science and religion; natural selection; bird 
evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 
089512582, 143 pgs., paperback ................. $9.99 

Refuting Evolution 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfatl 

The author goes to bat once again in Refuting 
Evolution 2. Aimed at the PBS television series 
"Evolution," Sarfati adroitly shows the fallacies of 
evolutionary theory, offering sound creationist 
interpretation of the facts. Also updated: creationist 
"arguments" such as the "plesiosaur" reeled in by 
the Japanese fishing boat, the peppered moths, and 
much more. Priceless resource for evolution debate. 
0890513872, 240 pgs., paperback ............. $12.99 

Scientific Case for Creation 
Bert Thompson 
Presents scientific evidence supporting the biblical 
account of creation, including discussions on the 
creation/evolution models, operation science vs. 
origin science, the fossil record, genetics, law of 
biogenesis, thermodynamics, etc. 280 pgs., 
paperback, ..................................................... $5.95 

The Truth About Human Origins 
Brad Harrub and Bert Thompson 
This investigation of man's origins examines the 
fossil record, gender and sexual reproduction, 
language, the brain, mind and consciousness, skin 
color and blood types, etc. Each chapter presents 
an insurmountable obstacle for evolutionary theory, 
and discusses current scientific data that uphold the 
creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 
........................................ ............... ..... ......... $17.95 
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Your Children Have Been Drafted 
to BaHie 
By Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 

We all know one. You know, those young 
kids who can rattle off questions at speeds 
that make most Indy drivers jealous. 

"Why is the sky blue? Why is water wet? What is dirt 
made of? Can worms smell? How do fax machines 
work?, While we encourage our young children to 
imagine and pretend, we often are rewarded with 
some very colorful, if not mind-boggling questions. 
Most of these questions we either answer quickly or 
simply, or then change the subject. Or, we use alterna
tive strategies like food or videos. But what happens 
when our children begin asking us tough questions 
that have to do with matters of faith? What happens 
when our children come home from school and want 
to know how dinosaurs fit in with the Bible? Or what 
do we tell them upon discovering that their science 
class is studying evolution? Oftentimes, these impor
tant questions are left unanswered as our children are 
instructed to quickly "wash up and get ready for din
ner., Unfortunately, today many parents find them
selves reacting to questions and topics, rather than 
planning ahead. As Christian parents, we need to be 
proactive rather than reactive. We need to be on the 
front line, teaching our children the truth about the 
world around us as they grow, because if we don't, 
there is someone out there more than willing to teach 
them another version. 

Possessing a belief in God is not enough. Our 
children (and grandchildren), need to know how to 
defend that belief. The truth is, one day in the not
so-distant future, our children will find their faith 
being challenged. Their ability to handle that situa
tion will greatly affect whether they live a life loyal 
to God or whether they abandon him and his teach
ings. There are literally thousands of evolutionists 
currently living who once espoused a belief in Chris
tianity. Today they are apostates, placing more faith 
in science than the word of God. 

Picture for a moment the heartbreaking scene of 
two parents sending their young teenage son off to 
fight in a war. As tears roll down their faces, they 
cling to their son, wishing their hugs could somehow 

ward off the impending military assignment. Dad 
takes a minute to have a man-to-man talk about his 
son keeping himself safe, and mom reminds him they 
will be there to support him throughout his upcom
ing ordeal. There could be no mistaking that this 
family understands their son is going to war. And 
yet, how many families realize there is an ongoing 
war for their children's very souls? It is literally a 
fight - one that evolutionists, humanists, and skep
tics have been waging for many decades. And, sadly, 
this is a war that has resulted in thousands of spiri
tual casualties. There are no tears for this send-off. 
There are no man-to-man talks regarding a son keep
ing himself safe. Tragically, many parents are so 
caught up in their day-to-day routines that they don't 
even realize their son or daughter has been 
"drafted." And so, many parents just stand by si
lently as their children go into battle for their souls. 
Parents, we need to change this attitude. If we are 
ever going to stop the casualties, we must change it. 
We must wake up and realize this is indeed a battle 
- a battle in which our children must know that we 
are going fight for them until we draw our last 
breath. We must arm our children with the very best 
equipment for this war. As Christian parents and 
grandparents, we must arm ourselves with knowl
edge based upon evidence, and be prepared to tackle 
some of these "tough questions, with our children 
and grandchildren. And we must never be willing to 
gtve up. 

In Ezekiel 22 we find one of the most troubling 
passages in all of God's word. In reviewing the ac
tions of Jerusalem, Ezekiel records that Jerusalem 
had violated most, if not all of the Ten Command
ments. The vast army of Nebuchadnezzar was poised 
around the city, about. to begin a two-year siege that 
would bring utter destruction to the city. In those 
days, the common practice to fortify a city was to 
build a giant wall. Enemies wanting to overthrow the 
city were then forced to concentrate their efforts on 
breaching a hole in one portion of the wall. But of
ten, men of the city would step into the gap and fight 
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to protect their homeland. They were willing to 
"stand in the gap." At the end of chapter 22 we learn 
that this is not the case with Jerusalem. God said: 

'I sought for a man among them who would 
make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me 
on behalf of the land, that I should not de
stroy it; but I found no one. Therefore I have 
poured out My indignation on them; I have 
consumed them with the fire of my wrath; 
and I have recompensed their deeds on their 
heads,' says the Lord God. 

No one was willing to stand in the gap. Parents 
and grandparents, we must be to be ready, willing, 

and able to stand in the gap and fight for the souls of 
our children! Unrighteousness still abounds. The 
laws and commands of God are still being violated. 
Jerusalem needed an individual who could step for
ward and stand for the truth. The absence of that in
dividual led to their ultimate destruction. Homes 
that are absent of individuals willing to stand in the 
gap today can expect a similar destruction. Have you 
heard the battle cry? Precious souls are at stake! 

23 0 Landmark Dr. 
Montgomery, AL 36117 
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The Task at Hand 
By Mac Ballard 

How many people died today? Of that num
ber, how many were children of God? 
Still, how many were faithful children of 

God? 
Much feuding is happening in the Lord's church 

today. Some feel the church needs to be upgraded 
and become more compatible with the new century. 
The old ways of standing are not any good for this 
new age. Others feel some new twists on time hon
ored teachings are in order. Many old battles are be
ing rehashed in an effort to make the church better. 

While all of this is occurring, the church seems to 
be losing sight of the task at hand - the one given it 
by its Founder. It does not matter how much space is 
occupied by our buildings or how many people sit in 
the available seats. Equally unimportant is how many 
letters we can place after our name in print. How 
well known someone is or how well he can write 
books is not the driving force. The only thing that 
has any significance is accomplishing the task at 
hand. 

Christ is our leader. Let us not forget that. As our 
leader it is his word and his will that we follow. It 
matters not whether I like or dislike, understand or 
do not understand the "whys" of it all. God's Holy 
Writ says it is necessary that I understand that God is 
Supreme, and Christ died to free me from sin. God 
says what he wants done, and I choose either to fol
low or not. If I choose to follow, then a course of ac-
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cion is already laid out. It is not up to humans to 
make another. The only task that matters is the one 
he gave. 

Our task is given us in very clear and easily un
derstood language. "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). 
We are not told to fill buildings, win friends, refrain 
from offending or make the church more attractive 
to the world. His last words on earth were instruc
tions about how to continue what he began. Appar
ently, it is difficult to determine exactly what consti
tutes the "gospel of Christ." We are told the plan of 
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salvation preached since Pentecost is not necessary 
or proper to the man of the 21st century. Try to imag
ine how we could be so blind as not to see the Holy 
Spirit intended a change to take place in the message 
with the coming of this new millennium. Paul, writ
ing the words given him by the Holy Spirit, informed 
the Galatians that any deviation from the word 
preached to them by him was to be cast aside (Gal. 
1:6-10). Somehow we have managed to miss the part 
in there about changes coming in this century and 
their being authorized. While we are fighting foes 
within the church, the world is starving for the mes
sage that will save their souls, and they do not even 
know they are needing it. Our task is to do as Jesus 
instructed and quit trying to find ways around his 
commands. 

It is not our task to debate one another to prove 
who is the more intelligent nor are we to be so arro
gant as to believe we can improve upon the institu
tion for which Christ shed his innocent and precious 
blood. Imagine the audacity of looking into the eyes 
of the one hanging upon the cross with his lifeblood 
streaming from his head, his hands, and his feet and 
saying, "Lord, I thank you for your sacrifice but I 
have a better way to do this"! To say the church as 
Christ gave it was good enough for the first century 
but not for today is to do just that. In his context of 
showing the rejection of Israel and the grafting in of 
the Gentiles, Paul writes in Romans 9:20: "Shall the 
thing formed say to him that formed it. Why hast 
thou made me thus?" Do we dare rise up and say we 
can do it better than and know more about it than, 
Christ? 

We need to be called something other than the 
"church of Christ" we are told. This stands in the 
way of many who would come to Christ but do not 
like "sectarian" names. This is nothing more than the 
old "preach Christ not the church" cry. It is a fact we 
need to emphasize Christ and his sacrifice. That is 
the gospel. If we are going to preach God's word, 
however, it is impossible not to preach the church. 
As Phillip was preaching in Samaria, the Bible says 
the people "believed Phillip preaching the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 8:12). 
Too bad Max Lucado was not there to correct him! 
Preaching the church did not stop those folks from 
coming to Christ. 

In the event there would be someone who did 
not know what to do with those believing the gospel, 
Christ continues, "He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 

damned" (Mark16:16). How much clearer could it 
be? How can a member of the church of Christ miss 
that? Again, as Phillip preached to the Eunuch, he 
preached baptism. We know the Eunuch asked for 
baptism (Acts 8:36). When asked by that crowd on 
that Pentecost day long ago what to do, Peter told 
them all to be baptized (Acts 2:38 ). Many other 
scriptures we know by heart tell us it is not an option 
but a necessity. 

Christ did not think the name "church of Christ" 
would hinder one's coming to him else he would not 
have called the church his church. He did not give us 
an alternative to baptism in case some thought it ri
diculous. The only explanation fo r our shift away 
from the carrying of this message to the world is we 
do not believe the world is lost without the gospel. 
We do not believe it is against God to tamper with 
the scriptures. If we believed, truly believed people 
are lost without the gospel, nothing would prevent 
our telling that message to them. We are so used to 
exceptions being made for us that we have become 
convinced God will make one here as well. Jesus said 
they are lost without obedience to his word. We need 
to stop looking for loopholes and quit trying to make 
it more appealing to the masses and start doing what 
Christ told us to do. 

Brethren, we better wake up, forget about being 
socially acceptable and preach the gospel to a lost 
and dying world! Otherwise, we may find ourselves 
in their company for eternity! 

265 Orbit Rd. 
Searcy, AR 71964 
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The Mercy Seat 
By Hugo McCord (deceased) 

T he "ark of the testimony" (Exod. 25 :22) was 
a wooden chest about four feet long, about 
two feet wide, and about two feet deep 

(Exod. 25: 10), made of "acacia [locust?] wood" 
(Exod. 25: 10). A "mercy-seat [kipporeth] of pure 
gold" (Exod. 25: 17) covered the ark. God talked 
with Moses "from above the mercy-seat" (Exod. 
25:22; Num. 7:89). 

Once a year, "on the tenth day of" the seventh 
month, (Lev. 16:29), our October, the high priest 
sprinkled the blood of a goat upon the mercy seat 
"with his finger seven times" to atone for the sins of 
the Israelites (Lev. 16:15, 19). This annual obser
vance was called "the day of atonement" (yam 
hakkippurim, "Yom Kippur" (Lev. 23 :27). 

The word kipporeth, derived from kaphar, "to 

cover," translated as the "mercy-seat," is "only used 
of the cover of the ark of the covenant" (Gesenius, 
412). Kaphar means "to cover" sins, to pardon, to 

obtain forgiveness (ibid.). 
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In the New Testament the word for the mercy 
seat is hi/asterion , "the place where sins are for
given" (Heb. 9:5, Newman, 86), the "means by 
which sins are forgiven" (Rom. 3:25, Newman, 86). 
Literally hi/asterion (eleos, "mercy," and tereo, 
"hold") is a "holding place for mercy." 

As the high priest brought goat blood and 
sprinkled it on the mercy seat, so Jesus brought "his 
own blood" figuratively to sprinkle on heaven's 
mercy seat, having "entered the Holy of Holies once 
for all time, obtaining eternal redemption" (Heb. 
9:12). 

Literally Jesus was never a priest on the earth, 
even on the day he shed "his own blood" (Heb. 
7: 14). Figuratively God ordained Jesus as a high 
priest after he had returned to heaven, on the day of 
Pentecost, May 28, A.D. 30, when God said to him, 
"You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek," putting the ceremony in pictorial lan
guage, "You are my Son! Today I have begotten you" 
(Ps. 2:7; Heb. 5 :5). 

The "blood of sprinkling" that Jesus, as a figura
tive high priest, brought "speaks better than that of 
Abel" (Heb. 12:24). Did Abel's blood talk? God 
heard it and told Cain "The voice of your brother's 
blood cries out loudly to me from the ground!" 
(Gen. 4:10) . 

What did Abel's blood say? Apparently the same 
thing as that many innocent martyrs for Jesus said as 
they "cried with a loud voice, saying, 'How long, 
holy and true Master, will you not judge and vindi
cate our blood among the inhabitants of the earth?"' 
(Rev. 6:10). Their blood and Abel's blood apparently 
were crying, "Vengeance! Vengeance!" But Jesus' 
blood cries out loudly, "Mercy! Mercy!" What a dif
ference! Jesus prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they are doing" (Luke 23:34). 

The word used by the writer of the book of He
brews to designate the Old Testament mercy seat 
(hi/asterion, 9:5) Paul used to designate Jesus "as the 
mercy seat" (Rom. 3:25). If Jesus is our mercy seat, 
then an astounding thought strikes our minds: Jesus 
bringing his own blood and sprinkling it on himself! 



This means "Christ, besprinkled with his own 
blood, was truly that which the cover or 'mercy seat' 
had been typically, i.e., the sign and pledge of expia
tion" (Thayer, 301). This means that Christ not only 
"propitiates," but is "Himself the propitiation. To 
speak in the language of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
in the offering of himself he is both at once 
archiereus (high priest) and thusia (sacrifice), ... the 
two functions of priest and sacrifice" were "united in 
Him .... All this the word hilasmos [offering, propi
tiation, 1 John 2:2; 4:10], used of Christ, declares" 
(Trench, 294 ). 

"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and the knowledge of God!" (Rom. 11:33): "God 
has displayed him Uesus] publicly as the mercy seat 
[hi/asterion], through faith in his blood, as a demon
stration of his righteousness in overlooking past 
sins" (Rom. 3 :25). 

Hugh Stovell's hymn, "From Ev'ry Stormy Wind 
That Blows," is heart touching: 

From ev'ry stormy wind that blows, 
From ev'ry swelling tide of woes, 
There is a calm, a sure retreat; 
'Tis found beneath the mercy seat. 
There is a place where jesus sheds 
The oil of gladness on our heads, 
A place than all besides more sweet; 
It is the blood-bo't mercy seat. 
There is a scene where spirits blend, 
Where friend holds fellowship with friend; 
Tho' sundered far, by faith they meet 
Around one common mercy seat. 
There, there on eagle's wings we soar, 
And sin and senses seem all no more, 
And heav'n comes down our souls to greet, 
And glory crowns the mercy seat. 
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Terrorists OH Limits 
But Christians Fair Game 

By Brian P. Yates 

The faculty at UC Berkeley has a set of guide 
lines designed to keep professors from push
ing their personal agendas on stu

dents. These guidelines were established to keep the 
campus from becoming a sanctuary for communist 
professors. Teaching should "stick to the logic of the 
facts." This policy was largely forgotten until recently 
when a course catalogue for a "Politics and Poetics of 
Palestinian Resistance" class warned that "conserva
tive thinkers are encouraged to seek other sections." 

This type of agenda is to be expected at Berkeley; 
I doubt too many of you are surprised. It's somewhat 
less expected, however, here at University of Louis
ville. 

While "Social Stratification" sounds somewhat 
less threatening than the Arafat love-fest mentioned 
above, and its course description neglects to warn 
students of any political persuasion to "enter at their 
own risk," the lack of tolerance for conservative 
opinion is no less prevalent. 

The Thursday following President Bush's re
sounding reelection, K. C. Martin walked into a class 

discussion of the election among the students and 
her professor, Dr. John McTighe. With much of the 
class upset over the outcome, one student asked how 
we managed to reelect "such an idiot" president. 

Many exit polls suggested that voters considering 
morals made up a significant part of President Bush's 
voting block. Dr. McTighe took- this one step fur
ther when he said, "It was the religious zealots who 
say they are voting on morals. I think we should all 
buy AK47's and shoot them all! That's what I would 
suggest, if it were allowed." 

McTighe saw no problem with making this type 
of statement in class because apparently he felt 
among friends. According to Martin, "on several oc
casions the teacher [McTighe] said we were all liber
als, so he probably assumed it was okay to bash Re
publicans." 

Understandably, Martin was upset: "I was of
fended that he would say such a thing ... he has no 
idea what I believe. I don't think that gives him the 
right to assume every student is a liberal and he can 
say whatever he wants." 
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McTighe contends that he qualified his outra
geous comments by saying "Yes, I'm being sarcastic," 
and that while he does believe "religious zealots'' 
were partly responsible for the president's reelec
tion, his reference to guns came while discussing the 
"implications of a widely perceived connection be
tween fervent religious beliefs and support for gun 
ownership." Not to get off the subject here, but 
maybe this "widely perceived connection" could be 
more that people who support the First Amendment 
also just happen to support the Second Amendment 
as well. You know, all those nuts who actually believe 
in upholding the Constitution. 

McTighe told university officials that he said 
people should buy a weapon to protect themselves 
from those in the gun ownership movement. (Note: 
it's not a movement; it's a constitutionally protected 
right.) He may as well have claimed that he was suf
fering from "post-election selection trauma" and 
knew not what he was telling his class. 

The scorn for all of us professing to believe in 
God is clear in McTighe's obscene remarks to his so
ciology class. The reason for this is simple: liberals 
feel threatened by God. Op-ed pages across the 
country were echoing with shouts that voters making 
decisions based on their morals is bad for America. 
It's not bad for America; it 's bad for liberals. 

Let's put this in perspective here: liberals have 
spent the past three years whining about the need to 
protect the rights of terrorists. Remember the up
roar over classifying detainees at Guantanamo Bay as 
enemy combatants? We were told that we should 
have more concern for the rights of terrorists. What 
about giving Saddam the death penalty? Oh, how 
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inhumane! Liberals won't allow us to shoot terror
ists and murdering dictators, but if you believe in 
God, not only should you be shot, but they want to 
use an assault weapon. 

Many of you are probably incensed at McTighe's 
words right now; however, I'm prepared to let him 
off the hook. He's understandably upset following a 
difficult election. He is in luck though; the Ameri
can Health Association is offering free counseling for 
those afflicted with Post-Election Selection Trauma. 
He seems to be in dire need. 

Brian P. Yates is a junior majoring in accounting and the 
Publisher of the Louisville Patriot. byates@loupatriot.com 
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affai rs. Glossary of special terms, maps of 
worldwide Islamic expansion, and a 
bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction and 
a comprehensive reference tool on 
Muslims- where they started, how 
they're positioned in Ieday's social, 
political , and religious arenas, and where 
they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Terrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about 
Christianity, violence and the goals of the 
Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex-Muslim 
and former professor of Islamic history at 
AI-Azhar University in Cairo, Egypt, the 
most prestigious Islamic school in the 
world, explains why terrorists do what 
they do. His message is graphic and 
depicts the ruthless realities behind the 
teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Answering Islam 
The Crescent in Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saieeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of 
orthodox Islam and examines the evi
dence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic an
swers. This revised edition contains more 
resources and updated information. 
0-8010-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$16.99 • $4.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



Losing the Saved 
By Raymond Elliott 

T he responsibility of preaching the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and pleading with sinners to 
obey this call belongs to the church of our 

Lord (Mark 16:15; 1 Tim. 3:15). We are to be per
sistent in our efforts in leading others to Christ. The 
body of the Lord is to continue this great work that 
our Savior began while he lived on this earth (Luke 
19:10). We should never grow weary in this tremen
dous challenge. However, there is also a need to re
capture the saved that have become lost. That is in
deed strange but it is a perpetual problem that 
plagues and perplexes the spiritually strong members 
of any congregation. Interested Christians spend a 
great deal of time and effort in bringing a lost soul to 
Christ and at the same time become disturbed when 
they witness the losing of the saved. In other words, 
we win a few and lose a few. If we could retain all 
those who have been baptized into Christ our church 
buildings would be filled to capacity. Elders, dea
cons, preachers, teachers and all faithful Christians 
become frustrated with the loss of members and of
ten ask, "Who is to blame?" 

While there may be the case in which many are 
to blame if the proper care has not been shown to 
the erring, the Lord himself dealt with this serious 
problem in the parable he gave regarding the sower 
who went forth to sow the seed, as recorded in Luke 
8:4-15. The seed (word) was not different as it fell 
into the various soils (hearts). The difference was in 
the soils (hearts). Many members, having no real 
depth in Christ, fall to the various temptations of Sa
tan. Others permit the various cares and pleasures of 
this world to lure them away from maturing in spiri
tual matters. They find no time to meditate on God's 
infinite grace and love, to pray, study the Bible, at
tend the periods of worship, and visit the sick or to 
teach the sinner of the love of God. 

How many Christians have wept silently as they 
have seen souls won by Satan in spite of the mani
fested interest, love, and concern on the part of the 
spiritual members of the church. How discouraging 
to know that the devil has captured the heart of an 
unfaithful member of the church. Our wayward 
brothers and sisters should observe the warning in 

Hebrews 6:4-6, knowing that they are crucifying to 
themselves the Son of God afresh and putting him to 
an open shame. Those who have wandered away 
from God as did the prodigal son in Luke 15 should 
come to their senses, realize their lost condition, and 
repent of their sins and pray to God for the forgive
ness of their trespasses (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:8-10). 

Now, having said all of that, we are not released 
from our responsibility of making every effort to 
bring the wayward brother or sister back to Jesus 
Christ. In Galatians 6: 11, the apostle Paul instructs 
us in this manner: "Brethren, if a man is overtaken in 
any trespass, you, who are spiritual restore such a one 
in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you 
also be tempted." This is not an option but Paul 
makes it obligatory on the part of faithful brethren to 
reach out to the weak and erring brother or sister 
and encourage them to repent of their unfaithful
ness. If this is done and the wayward child of God is 
rescued, a soul will be saved "from death and a mul
titude of sins will be covered" Uames 5 :20). 
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Studies in Pre-literary Prophets 
An Anonymous Prophet 

By Jack Lewis, Ph.D. 

I n spite of Ahab's marriage with Jezebel which 
drew him and Israel into worship of Baal, and in 
spite Ahab's conflicts with Elijah, he also had 

other prophets of the Lord who advised him in mili
tary matters. By the guidance of these prophets who 
are anonymous in the biblical story, he was able to 
win victories over Ben-hadad of Damascus. Their 
battles were over territory. The border between them 
in Trans-Jordan shifted back and forth dependent on 
who was the stronger. 

Following Ahab's treaty with Ben-hadad, one of 
the sons of the prophets ordered another member of 
the group, as a command of the Lord, to strike him 
(1 Kings 20:35). The man refused and was told that 
as he left a lion would kill him for his disobedience 
to the word of the Lord. The episode reminds us of 
the fate of the young prophet at Bethel (cf. 1 Kings 
13:23-24). A second man was ordered to strike the 
prophet, and he did, wounding him. This wounded 
prophet then disguised himself with a bandage over 
his eyes, and went out by the way to await the pass
ing of Ahab. Though at first called a "son of 
prophet," this man is called also a prophet in 1 Kings 
20:38, 41. 

This wounded prophet then told Ahab a story of 
the type which entraps the hearer. Nathan had used 
this technique with David when he spoke of the rich 
man and the ewe lamb (2 Sam. 12:2-7). The wise 
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woman of Tekoa also had used it in telling David of 
her fighting sons (2 Sam. 14:1-17). Once the hearer 
gives his verdict on the story, he has no escape. He 
has convicted himself. 

This man's story was of the escaped prisoner. In 
a battle, a soldier had left a prisoner with the 
prophet for him to guard. He should keep the pris
oner or forfeit his life or pay a talent of silver. He 
admitted that as he was busy here and there the pris
oner escaped. The king then said that the man had 
announced his own verdict. His words had described 
the case - that is, he should either forfeit his life or 
pay the talent of silver. The sum was too large for 
him to hope to pay. The king granted him no clem
ency. 

The prophet then removed the bandage, and the 
king recognized that he was one of the prophets. The 
story does not inform us how the recognition took 
place. This episode is not adequate evidence to es
tablish the case that prophets had a special mark by 
which they were recognized. 

With the king's verdict, the prophet could now 
spring the trap. Because Ahab had let go Ben-hadad, 
the person the Lord had devoted to destruction, 
Ahab's life should go for Ben-hadad's life and Ahab's 
people for Ben-hadad's people. 

At this message, Ahab went to his house in 
Samaria resentful and sullen (1 Kings 20:43). Elijah 
was not the only prophet with whom Ahab had a 
conflict. 

Micaiah Ben lmlah 

Mter the kingdom divided following the death of 
Solomon, from time to time the two kingdoms were 
at war with each other. But like modern nations, 
when they had a common enemy they could forget 
their animosity and could ally with each other. Ahab 
and the king of Damascus formed such an alliance in 
853 B.C. when they confronted Shalmaneser III in 
the battle of Qarqar. In the battle, Ahab commanded 
ten thousand soldiers and two thousand chariots. 



This alliance and battle are not mentioned in Scrip
ture but is known from Assyrian records. 

A time of alliance between Israel and Judah came 
during the reigns of Ahab and Jehoshaphat. Asa, 
Jehoshaphat's predecessor, had formed an alliance 
with Damascus against Baasha king of Israel (1 Kings 
17:15-23). 

Jehoshaphat is described in Chronicles as being 
one of the reforming kings of Judah who did not 
seek the Baals. He sent his princes and the Levites 
through the cities of Judah to teach (2 Chron. 17: 7). 
Tribute was brought him by the Philistines and the 
Arabs (2 Chron. 17:11}. 

Jehoshaphat had great riches, and he made a 
marriage alliance with King Ahab of Israel (2 Kings 
8:18; 2 Chron. 18:1 ; 21:6}. That li kely explains his 
role in the story. 

There are few non-writing prophets that are 
more colorful than Micaiah Ben Imlah though he ap
pears only in two chapters of the Bible (1 Kings 22; 2 
Chronicles 18) which are near duplicates of each 
other. He is not alluded to again. Ben Sira, the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and First Clement, each of 
whom has an honor role of the Old Testament, pass 
him over in silence. 

Micaiah's name is only a variant spelling of the 
name Micah worn by the Minor Prophet, and at 
times people have confused the two. However, it is 
assumed that Micaiah was active about 848 B.C.; 
hence, he and Micah are separated from each other 
by more than a century. The name means "Who is 
like the Lord?" His parents must have been worship
ers of the Lord to give him such a name. There are 
seven people in the Old Testament with this name. 

Micaiah was a contemporary of Elijah during the 
reign of king Ahab of Israel (873-848 B.C.). During 
this period of pre-literary prophecy, the writer of 
Kings gives more attention to prophets in Israel than 
to prophets in Judah. The writer of Chronicles, how
ever, deals primarily with the Judean kings; hence, 
Micaiah comes into view in connection with 
Jehoshaphat who was joining in an alliance with 
Ahab against the Arameans (who are called "Syri ans" 
in the KJV and RSV) for a battle at Ramoth Gilead. 2 
Chronicles 18:8-34 tells the same story that 1 Kings 
22 does. Jehosphaphat was the first of the Judean 
kings in the divided kingdom period to have peace
able relations with Israel which sometime earlier had 
separated from Judah and the Davidic Kings. 
Jehoshaphat made a marriage alliance with Ahab (as 
we have mentioned earlier) in that Jehoshaphat's son 

Jehoram married Ahab's daughter Athaliah which 
proved tragic to Judah (2 Chron. 21:5-6). Athaliah 
proved to be as ruthless as her mother Jezebel. 

All that we have said about Ahab when dealing 
with Elijah should be recalled to give a proper back
ground for Micaiah. There was Ahab's marriage to 
Jezebel and her effort to bring the wo rship of Baal 
into Israel. There was El ijah's contest with the 
prophets of Baal and Jezebe l's effort to persecute 
prophets in Israel, including the persecution of 
Elijah. There was the Naboth's vineyard episode, 
and there were the Aramean wars in which Ahab was 
involved. Ahab consulted the Lord's prophets before 
his battles (1 Kings 20:13-14, 22, 28) . He named his 
children Ahaziah, J ehoram, and Athaliah which are 
theophoric names that are compounds of Yahweh. 

The four hundred prophets of Ahab might re
mind us of the 450 of Baal and the 400 of Asherah 
whom Jezebel supported. T hat these are connected 
with those called "sons of the prophets" is nowhere 
hinted at. As flatterers of the king, they give us a pic
ture of the darker side of the prophetic movement
those who say "Thus says the Lord" when the Lord 
has not spoken. They are those not sent who run 
anyway Uer. 23 :21) . 

For three years Aram and Israel had not been at 
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war with each other. With the prospects of 
Jehoshaphat as an ally, Ahab thought the time was 
right to take Ramoth Gilead for Israel. Evidently 
Ben-hadad had not returned the cities of Israel which 
he had promised after his defeat in their previous ex
change (2 Kings 20:34). The border area shifted 
back and forth and was now under control of Aram, 
now under control of Israel. jehoshaphat without 
objection agreed to the alliance, placed his army at 
Ahab's disposal, but insisted that they first secure the 
word of the Lord (2 Chron. 15:1-4 ). 

Asking a prophet about a battle was not unusual. 
David had done it (1 Sam. 23:1-2; 2 Sam. 2:1). 
Elisha later accompanied the army against Moab (2 
Kings 3: 11ff.). Ahab gathered his four hundred 
prophets together to ask them if he should or should 
not start the war. If the prophets happened to be 
good military strategists, having them as advisers 
would not have been such a bad idea. These prophets 
gave the king the answer he wanted: "Go up for the 
Lord will give it into the hand of the king." Notice 
that they did not say which king! Ahab assumed that 
it was he (1 Kings 22:6). Ezekiei later warned about 
consulting a prophet with idols in the heart (Ezek. 
14:2-4). 

But Jehoshaphat was more skeptical and asked if 
there was not another prophet for them to inquire 
from. Ahab admitted that there was one more -
Micaiah Ben Imlah. But Ahab hated him because 
Micaiah never said anything good about him. He al
ways prophesie.d evil. Ahab had found him as uncon
genial as Elijah had been (1 Kings 18:12; 21:20). 
Jehoshaphat, however, insisted on hearing Micaiah. 

Ahab sent an official to bring Micaiah (1 Kings 
22:13; 2 Chron. 25:8-9). The two kings were sitting 
on their thrones arrayed in their royal robes. The 
two kings were on the threshing floor at the entrance 
of the gate at Samaria. All the prophets were proph
esying before them. One named Zechariah, son of 
Chenaanah, pantomimed his prophecy in what we 
would call a symbolic action. He made horns of iron 
(cf. Deut. 33: 17) and claimed "Thus saith the Lord" 
- the common formula for a prophetic oracle, 
"With these you shall push the Arameans until they 
are destroyed." The earlier translations used the 
word "Syrians" for these people; but now the He
brew term is transliterated as "Arameans" and their 
country as "Aram." All of the prophets agreed and 
urged, "Go up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph, the 
Lord will give it into the hand of the king." 

The messenger who went to fetch Micaiah re-

18 February 2005 
Finn Foundation 

ported to him what the united group of prophets was 
telling the kings. He strongly urged that Micaiah 
should agree with them. But Micaiah boldly af
firmed, "As the Lord lives, what the Lord says, that I 
will speak" (1 Kings 22:14). 

When face to face with Ahab and asked by Ahab 
about his going to the battle, Micaiah in irony said, 
"Go up and triumph; for the Lord will give it into 
the hand of the king" - the same thing the 400 were 
saying. The writers of Kings and Chronicles do not 
tell us how Ahab detected that Micaiah was speaking 
ironically. But Ahab responded, "How many times 
shall I adjure you that you speak to me nothing but 
the truth to me in the name of the Lord?" 

Micaiah then came back with, "I saw all Israel 
scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no 
shepherd; and the Lord said, 'These have no master; 
let each return to his own home in peace.'" An anony
mous prophet had earlier threatened Ahab for letting 
Ben-hadad go (1 Kings 20:40.). In Israelite thought, as 
well as Middle-Eastern thought in general, the king 
was shepherd (Zech. 13:7). Years earlier, Joshua had 
been selected to succeed Moses so that Israel would 
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not be as sheep with no shepherd (Num. 27:16-17). 
Ahab could only say to Jehoshaphat, "Did I not tell you 
that he would not prophesy good concerning me, but 
evil?" (2 Chron. 18:17). 

Micaiah then elaborated another vision he had 
seen. He saw the Lord on his throne with the host of 
heaven standing beside him on the right and the left 
(cf. Isa. 6:1; Jer. 23:18, 22). The Lord asked who 
would entice Ahab to go and fall at Ramoth-gilead. 
There were various suggestions made, but a spirit vol
unteered to entice Ahab. At the Lord's question about 
how, the spirit offered to put a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all of Ahab's prophets. The spirit was 
granted permission. Several Old Testament passages 
speak of lying prophets Uer. 14:14; 23:16, 26; Ezek. 
13:2-3, 17). Micaiah concluded that the Lord had put 
a lying spirit in the mouth of all of Ahab's prophets, 
but the Lord in reality had spoken evil concerning 
Ahab (2 Chron. 18 :22). 

This accusation was more than Zedekiah could 
stand. He came over, struck Micaiah on the cheek, 
and asked him, "Which way did the Spirit of the Lord 
go from me to speak to you?" (2 Chron. 18:23). He 
was accusing Micaiah of being the false one. Micaiah 
replied, "You shall see on that day when you go into 
an inner chamber to hide yourself" (1 Kings 20:25; 2 
Chron. 18:34 ). Only fulfillment can authenticate the 
prophet's word (Deut. 18:21; Jer. 28:8-9). 

Ahab ordered that Micaiah be seized and that he 
be taken to Amon the governor of the city and to 
Joash the king's son with the order that he be impris
oned and fed on scant food of bread and water until 
Ahab returned from the battle in peace. Micaiah's re
sponse was, "If you return in peace, the Lord has not 
spoken by me." He called on all the peoples to hear 
(cf. Mic. 1 :2) what he had threatened. 

Ahab was daring enough to go to war, but con
cerned enough that he disguised himself. He sought 
to minimize the chance of Micaiah 's prophecy being 
fulfilled. The king of Aram ordered his soldiers to 
fight only with the king of Israel. At first, the 
Arameans assumed that Jehoshaphat, who wore his 
royal robes and not a disguise, was the king of Israel, 
but when they saw their mistake they let him go. An 
archer, just by chance, shot an arrow through a joint 
in Ahab's armor. 

Wounded, Ahab was taken out of the battle and 
propped up in his chariot facing the Arameans; but he 
died at sunset. The army broke up and the men re
turned to their homes. Micaiah's prophecy had been 
vindicated (cf. Deut. 18:22). 

Ahab's corpse was brought to Samaria and was 
buried. The blood was washed from the chariot and 
the dogs licked it up as Elijah had threatened when 
Ahab had taken Naboth's vineyard (1 Kings 21:19). 

Jehoshaphat, upon his return to Jerusalem, was 
rebuked by Jehu the son of Hanani the seer for his 
alliance: "Should you help the wicked and love 
those who hate the Lord?" (2 Chron. 19:2). Jehu is 
said to have composed a record of the acts of 
Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:34 ). 

Various Lessons to Consider: 
• Integrity: Micaiah would not change his mes

sage to please Ahab. 
• A man to stand in the breach. Soldiers fighting 

a delaying action. "They were expendable." 
• Great courage and unswerving faith in the 

Lord: Willingness to stand alone. You should not 
follow a multitude to do evil. 

• Do no believe a lie: If you want a thing you can 
find religious advisers who will assure you that it is 
right. God sends strong delusions (2 Thess. 2: 11). 

•The dangers of a mob. 
• Temptation to conform. 
• The broad way. 
• The Lord surrounded by his heavenly court. 
• The inspiration of prophecy: The "lying spirit" 

vs. the Spirit of the Lord. 
1000 Cherry Rd. 

Memphis, 1N 38117 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; He b. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful - Rev 2:1 0 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

Fp 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Process or Event? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

Process is enunciated as being in vogue in select
ing elders in describing the plan of salvation 
and in the work of personal evangelism. 

Process in Naming Elders 
Over a half century ago, the idea was propounded 
among us that men become elders "by growing into 
becoming an elder" without any formal selection. A 
man gradually develops traits to enable him to be an 
elder. A man becomes an elder over a process of time 
rather than by appointment. The New Testament 
church had "ordained" elders according to Acts 
14:23: "And when they had ordained them elders in 
every church, and had prayed with fasting, they com
mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed." 
Titus was asked to see that men were "ordained" as 
elders which was to be a definite time. "For this 
cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in 
order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders 
in every city, as I had appointed thee" (Titus 1:5). 

Process vs. Event 
A leading false teacher, who has apostatized, teaches 
that the plan of salvation is a process and not a spe
cific event. The error is in teaching that one can be 
saved in different ways without a particular act and 
time of being saved. It can be even a process of time 
and even by faith only He has conceded that to some 
salvation could be at baptism. This doctrine is remi
niscent of the old sectarian song with lyrics stating 
one is unable to determine the exact time or place 
when one is saved. 

The examples of conversion in the book of Acts 
indicate that they knew the how, when, and where of 
their salvation. On the Day of Pentecost about 3,000 
were baptized the "same day" - they knew when 
they were saved (Acts 2:41). 

The Ethiopian knew when he obeyed the Lord in 
baptism. On the same day and he went on his way 
"rejoicing" (Acts 8:39). The Philippian jailer was 
baptized "the same hour of the night" (Acts 16:33). 
He knew it was an "event" and not a "process." 

Any person who teaches the "process and not an 
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event" plan of salvation is trying without success to 
deny that baptism is the point of salvation as taught 
by Jesus. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark 16: 16). 

Process Evangelism 
To some there should be a slow process in teaching 
one to become a Christian even consuming several 
years. This plan is sometimes contrasted to what is 
called the "Damascus Road" short-time conversion. 

Granted, there are persons with sparse religious 
background and personality traits may take longer 
than most people in learning what the Bible teaches 
to save them. But they are soon taught. The "pro
cess" view is delineated as follows: 

We find process evangelism in the Gospel of 
Mark, where we see Jesus evangelizing the 
Twelve over a period of years. Mark recounts 
how the disciples began with an understand
ing of Jesus as an "above-average teacher." As 
their relationship grew and their understand
ing deepened, they started seeing that he was 

by Bruce R. Curd 

Here is the issue. Is the attitude, the motivation, that leads 
one to wed an unbeliever a good attitude or a bad one? 
Is one who subordinates spiritual interests to physical 
interests being motivated by righteous desires or not? Is 
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religion of Christ is not something that we do occasionallly 
as a part of our lives, irather it is all consuming and must 
govern every decision that we make. This book reflects 
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a prophet, then the Messiah, until finally they 
realized that he was the Son of God. This 
process is one in which Jesus invites us to pat
tern our lives after. He entered into the world 
of the twelve disciples. He identified their 
pain and their broken condition; he devoted 
great amounts of time building his life into 
their lives; he committed himself to a process 
of evangelizing, not just an evangelistic event 
(Kevin Ford, jesus for a New Generation, 
190-91). 

Many examples in Acts reveal that only one ser
mon or lesson was needed before becoming obedi
ent. Consider these who heard only one gospel mes
sage: Cornelius, Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and 
Saul. In contrast, some heard the gospel one time but 
are classic examples of non-conversion - Governor 
Felix and King Agrippa (Acts 24, 26). 

Surely people today are as intelligent and honest 
as those in the first century, and they can be taught in 
a short time. 

Today, in our nation as well as in many enlight
ened countries there are more better educated 
people than there were in apostolic days. Yet in that 
ancient time they could hear and obey the gospel in a 
short time. 

The early church was busy preaching the world 
which resulted in the gospel being preached to every 
creature under heaven (Acts 8 :4; Col. 1 :23 ). 

Following Paul we first must "teach" but never 
forget to "persuade." "And he reasoned in the syna
gogue every Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and 
the Greeks" (Acts 18:4). The gospel of Christ is 
simple enough that it does not require years to pro
duce a Christian. Simplicity in Christ enables all re
sponsible persons to learn how to be saved (1 Cor. 
11:3). 

By becoming "fishers of men" (Matt. 4:18-22), 
there can be new followers added "daily" and not 
over a process of years (Acts 2:47). 

Process for a Christian 

Mter one takes a definite step in becoming a Chris
tian, then there is a maturing process that will con
tinue for life. When a person obeys the gospel the 
status is that of being a newborn babe in Christ. 

"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Pet. 2:2). Over a 
period of time there must be growth by partaking of 
the "sincere milk of the word." This will require 
time. Peter also urges growth when he wrote: "But 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and 
for ever. Amen" (2 Pet. 3:18). 

The process of spiritual development will require 
a lifetime. One is to add the Christian graces over a 
"process" of time. 

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
And to knowledge temperance; and to tem
perance patience; and to patience godliness; 
And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things 
be in you, and abound, they make you that ye 
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he 
that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins (2 Pet. 1:5-9). 

A Sensible Plea 
"Let us speak where the Bible speaks and remain si
lent where the Bible is silent." Good seed planted in 
the modern vegetable garden will germinate and 
come to life in abot1t ten days. 

372 Mill St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

Books by Hugo McCord 

From Heaven or From Men? 
The; Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
and scholarly 13-chapter study of evidences, this book is 
appropriate for private or class study. Questions at the end of 
every chapter. (pb) 57 pgs. 

BKBZO I .......................................................................... $4.00 

Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significant. 
Brother McCord spotlights 35 Old Testament descriptions of 
deity. Concentrating on God's own selection of names allows 
the richness of those names to be meaningful. To see those 
names, as precious jewels in a showcase, is to deepen one's 
appreciation of deity, serving to make one a better person. (pb) 
58 pgs. 
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The Disciples' Prayer 
Brother McCord's indepth study of the prayer misnamed "The 
Lord's Prayer" by many. "Jesus, when he gave the sample for a 
prayer was inveighing against vain repetitions. But that very 
example has become the most vainly uttered of any prayer 
before or since." Does the Heavenly Father hear that prayer 
today? Study brother McCord's discussion of each phrase and 
you will know. You will also learn of the petitions in the prayer 
"which are timeless and forever prayable. •• (hb) 89 pgs. 
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$2.75 s&h • add .50 postage for each additional book 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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lntelledual Pride 
By Owen Cosgrove 

It was a perfect afternoon for my final "defense· 
in getting a doctorate. It was Friday at three 
·p.m., and the weather was beautiful- perfect 

for the professors' going to the lake or working in 
the yard or whatever. 

The standardized tests, the preparatory courses, 
the entrance exam, the qualifying exams, the disserta
tion proposal, the dissertation defense, were all done, 
and now I was meeting with my major professor, my 
minor professor, and eight others to go through this 
exercise. 

The major professor said, "Mr. Cosgrove, is 
there anything that you want to say to the committee 
before we start?" I replied, "Just this, that I have 
never felt so ignorant in my lif~ as I do now." The 
old prof smiled and replied, "That is good. You have 
fulfilled one of the major purposes of education -
to help us to know how much we do not know, and I 
hope that you will always keep this attitude." 

In my opinion, intellectual pride has hurt the 
Lord's church as much as anything in this genera
tion. No church in the New Testament was more 
erudite and "scholarly" than the one at Corinth, and 
yet they could not even conduct a worship service 
without making a mess of it. Many times in his writ-
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ing to them, Paul uses such statements as "I would 
not have you ignorant, brethren." His frequent use 
of "Don't you know?" has a sense of rebuke about it. 

On the matter of brethren going to litigation, he 
asks, "Isn't there one man among you smart enough to 
help these brethren settle this matter?" On their 
"scholarly" ramblings about the resurrection, he re
sorts to calling them fools. He reminds them those 
who think that the gospel is foolishness are going to 
perish, and he says, "If any man thinks that he knows 
anything, he doesn't know yet what he ought to 
know." 

When I was in junior high school, I learned God's 
plan for my salvation, and I obeyed the gospel. From 
there through high school, a bachelor's degree, two 
masters degrees, and a doctorate, I learned nothing 
that would change the truth and power of the Lord's 
first and foundation principles for our redemption. 

I had a neighbor who was a denominational 
preacher with a B.D. from one of America's most 
prestigious seminaries. I could not get him to see or 
at least to admit that "for the remission of sins" in 
Acts 2:38 meant "unto" or "into." He could see no 
connection (so he said) in "buried with Him in hap~ 
tism" in Romans 6 and immersion. Many other such 
blind spots convinced me that instead of teaching a 
person more of the simple truths of God's Word, the 
seminary had helped to blind him. 

Those fellows that were seeking to "tangle" the 
Lord in Matthew 22 were not the beggars and the 
derelicts at Jerusalem; they were the scholars, the 
chiefs of the Pharisees and Sadducees, the ones de
scribed in the next chapter as those who loved to 
strut around in robes with big prayer pockets and to 
be called "Rabbi," "Master," and "Father"- decent 
words when used properly but abominable when 
used as religious titles and expressions of human 
pride. Isn't it strange that we who have been so re
luctant to use the title "Reverend" are now so "gung 
ho" on these titles that glorify human wisdom and 
tend to relegate the plain, old, dedicated gospel 
preacher to second class status? 

Will Rogers said that there isn't anything more 
ignorant than an educated man if you can. get him off 



the subject he is educated in. So a person with all 
types of educational credentials but who does not 
know a brake shoe from a break dance had better let 
the mechanic with a GED make the car repairs that 
could save him from disaster. 

I am not against higher education. It can be won
derful experience if it does not lift a person with 
false pride. Some of finest older preachers were men 
with few showy education credentials, but they knew 
the Book, and they knew the language, and they 
knew people. They went where the people were and 
taught them to love the truth and to obey the Lord. 
They were not yearning for an offic~ and a place to 
hang their "shingles" with a private secretary and 
telephone and a desk on which to rest the backs of 
their shoes. They were soul-minded and soul-con
scious, and they were effective. 

The degree mania reminds me of the story of the 
old common dog who took his walk each morning 
by the yard of a great mansion which was sur
rounded by a fabulous wrought iron fence. Each day 
he passed where two cute little poodles stayed. One 
would always say, "My name is Mimi, spelled M-1-
M-1." The other would say, "My name is Fifi, spelled 
F-1-F-1." One day the old mutt was tired of their ar
rogance, and he answered, "Well, my name is Fido, 
spelled P-H-1-D-E-A-U-X. 

I am not against fancy degrees, especially if they 
are used to bring glory to the Lord instead of man, 
but I have heard some Fido preachers that could 
preach circles around the Mimi's and Fifi's. The gos
pel is still where the power is. 

206 Spring Creek Dr. 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
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(fhis is another piece in a series dealing with World Religions. The religious orders we propose to review are 
the standard religions presented by most books on this subject. After considering world non-Christian religions, 
we will summarize the teaching of Christian denominations taking note of specific teaching of each group that 
does not conform to the Bible.) 

Shinto 

Shintoism is peculiar to Japan. It is said to have 
originated 1,500 or more years before the 
birth of Jesus, but no written records have 

been preserved. Most of what we know about the 
origin of Shinto comes from oral traditions handed 
down in song, prayers and poetry. It has no founder, 
no official sacred scriptures in the strict sense, and 
no fixed dogmas. 

The legends of Shintoism are faintly accepted by 
present day Japanese. 

"Shinto" means "way of the gods," and was first 
recorded by the Chinese. Japanese literature did not 
develop until the 8th century A.D. Most of what is 
known about the beginning of Shintoism was handed 
down mouth-to-ear over about 2,300 years. The two 
sacred books of Shintoism are the Ko-ji-ki (records of 
ancient matters) and Nihon-gi (chronicles of Japan), 
but did not appear until A.D. 712 and A.D. 720 re
spectively. 

There are three major types of Shintoism- (1) 
Shrine Shinto, (2) State Shinto, and (3) Folk Shinto. 
Shrine Shinto is the most ancient and popular of the 

three; State Shinto was based on the total identity of 
state and religion, and is defunct, having been for
bidden by General Douglas MacArthur following 
World War II. Folk Shinto (sometimes calle.d Sect 
Shinto) is an amalgamation of Shinto and other reli
gions, such as Confucian sects, mountain worship 
sects, purification sects (practice deep-breathing and 
fire-walking) and Faith-healing sects. 

Creation Myth 

Kami is the Japanese word for "god" or "deity." The 
word is said to mean "upper," and is classified under 
three main ideas: (1) pure or bright, (2) superior, and 
(3) strange, mysterious, fearful, hidden, supernatu
ral. 

Shinto's most important theologian, Motoori, 
gave the meaning of this Shinto concept: 

Not only humans, but birds, beasts, plants and 
trees, seas and mountains, and all other things 
whatsoever which deserve to be dreaded and 
revered for the extraordinary and pre-emi
nent powers which they possess, are called 
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Kami • • • Malignant and uncanny beings are 
also called Kami, if they are the objects of 
general dread. The successive Mikados, nu
merous examples of divine human beings in 
ancient and modern times, the fox, the tiger, 
the wolf, the peach, the jewels are called Kami 
(Ashton, Revival of Pure Shintau, 42-43). 

The origin of the japanese islands and Shinto 
gods is told in a creation fable, which tells of how 
Amaterasu, the sun goddess and japan's chief deity, 
came into existence. The number of Shinto gods is 
said to be "800 myriads" in the Ko-ji-ki. 

The gods and goddesses of Shintoism are born, 
wed, beget children, vomit, bathe, become sick, 
vexed, weep, curse, kill, destroy, die, are buried, and 
subsequently may be raised in rank by the emperor 
of japan. 

The moral character of Shinto deities is varied. A 
group of them are "lying deities," and some are 
called "harmful deities." 

Nature Deities 
The Shinto religion originally was a nature-worship. 
The sun-goddess, Amaterasu (the Heaven-Shining
One), is the most important object of worship among 
the nature deities. Shinto is unique in representing 
the paramount ruler of the world as feminine. 

The moon-god, Tsuki-yomi, was appointed sec
ond by the primeval male, lzanagi, to be a ruler aux
iliary to the female solar deity. He was to be consort 
of the sun-goddess. 

The uncountable gods of Shintoism represent ev
erything in nature- sun, moon, stars, humans, ani
mals, plants, trees, rocks, mountains, rivers, and 
seas. All nature has a soul and is to be revered. 
Shintoism is extreme animism. 

Worship 
Mikado is the former title of the japanese emperor. 
The sun-goddess is alleged to have sent one of her 
offspring to earth to reign over the land. The son of 
the sun-goddess was Ho-no-ni-ni-gi and was com
manded to dwell in and rule over "this Luxuriant 
Reed-Land-of-Fresh-Rice-Ears (Ko-ji-ki, 106-107). 
He and his descendents were to rule the world as an 
incarnate deity. 

The Mikado, prior to 1946, was the principle 
object of worship. The people of japan pledged to 
him deathless devotion, and on his birthday each 
year in special celebrations in every home and school 
every Japanese citizen did obeisance to his picture. 

Many shrines honoring various deities cover the 
country of Japan, still the number of deities is too 
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large and indefinite for systematic worship. 
It is common for the japanese to chant a prayer 

and prostrate themselves before the rising sun. 
In visiting a shrine one is to behave calmly and 

respectfully. You are not supposed to visit a shrine if 
you are sick, have an open wound, or are mourning 
because these are considered causes of impurity. 

At the purification fountain near the shrine's en
trance, take a provided ladle, fill it with fresh water 
and rinse both hands. Then transfer some water into 
your cupped hand, rinse your mouth and spit the 
water beside the fountain. You are not supposed to 
transfer the water directly from the ladle into your 
mouth or to swallow the water. 

At the offering hall, throw a coin into the offer
ing box, bow deeply twice, clap your hands twice, 
bow deeply once more and pray for a few seconds. If 
there is some type of gong, use it before praying to 
get the kami's attention. Prayers to Shinto gods are 
mostly for material blessings. 

At some shrines, visitors burn incense. They pur
chase a bundle, light it, let it burn for a few seconds 
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and then extinguish the flame by waving the hand 
rather than by blowing it out. They put the incense 
into an incense burner and fan some smoke towards 
themselves as the smoke is believed to have healing 
power. For example, fan some smoke towards the 
shoulder if it is injured. 

Festivals 

Harvest praying festival is the second month of the 
year when the seed rice is sown. When the rice
plants are springing up, there is a prescribed ceremo
nial service of the food-goddess. 

Feast of First-Fruits is in the eleventh month of 
the year. It is accompanied by songs, dances, feast
ing, holiday dress, and the giving of presents. 

Great Tasting is when the emperor in person 
conducts the festival of first-fruits in his coronation 
year. 

New-moon ceremonies are done with prayers 
and offerings. 

New Year festival is a three-day holiday and a 
special time in Japan, a time of solemn prayers and 
joyous greetings. While New Year's Day is a holiday 
in many parts of the world, the occasion has a unique 
significance to the Japanese, who take the opportu
nity to begin anew many aspects of their lives. 

Tea-ceremonies are performed by individuals for 
a few select friends. It has religious overtones, but is 
not as elaborate as the Chinese version. 

Sumo is japanese wrestling and Japan's national 
sport. It originated in ancient times as religious per
formances to the gods- many religious rituals are 
still followed. The basic rules of sumo are simple: The 
wrestler who either first touches the floor with some
thing else than the sole of his foot or leaves the ring 
before his opponent, loses. The fights last only a few 
seconds and in rare cases up to one minute or more. 

Purity 

The Japanese are obsessed with personal cleanliness. 
Their Shinto religion stresses the obligation to wash 
oneself assiduously with water. The sacred books of 
Shinto record that the prime progenitor and deity, 
lzanagi, was careful to wash himself, saying, "I will 
perform the purification of my august person (Ko-ji
ki, 39). It is meet that I should cleanse my body from 
its pollutions" (Nihon-gi). 

The Great Purification includes expiatory offer
ings, and the recitation of the Nori-to formula ("This 
Luxuriant-Reed-Plain-of-Fresh-Rice-Ears is a land 
thou shalt rule over. And may prosperity attend thy 

dynasty, and may it, like Heaven and Earth, endure 
forever"), in which the Mikado, by virtue of the au
thority of the Sun-goddess, declares his ministers and 
his people are absolved of their sins and impurities. 
During this ceremony the people rub themselves 
with small paper effigies of themselves, transferring 
their guilt to their person-substitute. Priests collect 
and throw away the effigies into some body of water 
and the guilt of the people is carried away. 

Ethics 

The Nihon-gi contains sage advice for rulers. "He 
who tells the truth will not be injured ... cease from 
gluttony, and abandon covetous desires ... chastise 
that which is evil, and encourage that which is good. 
Cease from wrath, and refrain from angry looks ... 
be not envious." 

In both of the primary sacred books of Shinto 
there is an almost total absence of direct moral 
teaching for the people at large. However the "great 
purification of the land" mentioned in "Records of 
Ancient Matters" was to correct the following of
fenses: Flaying alive, breaking down the divisions of 
rice-fields, filling up ditches, marriage between supe
riors and inferiors, marriage with horses, marriage 
with cattle, marriage with fowls, and marriage with 
dogs (Ko-ji-ki, 230). 

Shinto teaches there is no intrinsic value in hu
man individuals ... no magnificent goal for humans 
... no hope of a future life ... no guidance and inspi
ration for noble living ... not much help from deity. 

Compiled and arranged by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, editor 
(Sources include the Internet, Encyclopedia Britannica, Encarta 

Encyclopedia; also the writings of John Noss, Huston Smith, 
Gerald L. Berry, and Robert E. Hume.) 
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Evening Speakers 
Kenneth Greene • Bill Watkins • Jack Strachan • Billy D. Hilyer 

if 
Faullmer University 
-A CHR I S T I A N UNI VERS I TY -

Early Morning Speaker 
Wendell Winkler 

"Lessons From the Psalms" 

Chapel Speakers 
Aubrey Johnson 

Keith Parker • Ken Joines 

Over 60 Class Sessions 
Includes 

Special Lectures for Youth Workers 
"Friends of the Restoration Movement" Lectures 

Ladies Classes • Open Forums 

Special Wednesday Noon Luncheon 
Celebrating 150 Years ofGlorifying God in the Gospel Advocate 

-Kerry and Neil Anderson-

For information contact 
Cecil May Jr. • Dean of the V.P. Black College of Biblical Studies at Faulkner University 

334.386.7154 • cmay@faulkner.cd u • 5345 Atlanta Hwy. • Montgomery, AL 36109 

February 2005 
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Potpourri ••• 

The aim of this section is to flash the "signs of 
the times" in the expectation that we will 
be able to discern the conditions of our day, 

and make an appropriate response. 
"Watch and pray for ye know not when the time 

is." 

ro Kill or Rot to Kill 
OA recent Associated Press survey showed a sur

prisingly large percentage of Americans in favor of 
upholding the Supreme Court's 1973 Roe v. Wade 
abortion decision, but the poll question itself was 
misleading, telling respondents Roe legalized abor
tion only in the first three months of pregnancy -
rather than throughout the entire nine months. 
· According to the poll, conducted Nov. 19-21, 
2004 by lpsos-Public Mfairs, 59 percent of Ameri
cans want President Bush to nominate Supreme 
Court justices who would uphold Roe v. Wade. Some 
31 percent of respondents wanted new justices who 
would overturn the decision and 10 percent were 
unsure. 

The question posed by Ipsos on behalf of the As-
sociated Press was as follows: 

As you may know, President Bush may have 
the opportunity to appoint several new jus
tices to the U.S. Supreme Court during his 
second term. The 1973 Supreme Court ruling 
called Roe v. Wade made abortion in the first 
three months of pregnancy legal. Do you 
think President Bush should nominate Su
preme Court justices who would uphold the 
Roe v. Wade decision, or nominate justices 
who would overturn the Roe v. Wade deci
sion? 

Church Inviting Homos 
ONEW YORK (CNN/Money) - The CBS and 

NBC networks have refused to run an ad by a liberal 
church promoting the acceptance of people regard
less of sexual orientation because the networks be
lieve the ad is advocacy advertising. 

The 30-second spot, run by the United Church of 
Christ, features two muscle-bou.nd bouncers stand
ing outside a church, selecting people who could at
tend service and those who could not. Among those 

kept out are two males who appear to be a couple. 
Written text then appears saying, in part, "Jesus 
didn't turn people away, neither do we." 

"Because this commercial touches on the exclu
sion of gay couples ... and the fact that the executive 
branch has recently proposed a Constitutional 
amendment to define marriage as a union between a 
man and a woman, this spot is unacceptable for 
broadcast," the church quoted CBS as saying. 

An NBC spokeswoman said the problem with the 
ad was not its depiction of same sex couples at 
church, but its implication that other religions are 
not open to all people. 

"It went against our long-standing policy of not 
accepting ads that deal with issues in public cootro
versy," said the NBC spokeswoman. 

"We find it disturbing that the networks in ques
tion seem to have no problem exploiting gay persons 
through mindless comedies or titillating dramas, but 
when it comes to a church's loving welcome of com
mitted gay couples, that's where they draw the line." 

lan Homo loolc 
$Build a "big hole and dump them in and bury 

them." That's what should happen to books in pub
lic, school and college libraries that have gay themes, 
says Rep. Gerald Allen, a state lawmaker in Alabama 
who has proposed a bill banning books with gay 
themes and protagonists. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 
by Leroy Brownlow 

This classic book, a national bestseller; has had a 
part in leading thousands to the truth. It is an ex
cellent six months course for all Bible classes. 
192 pgs 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$6.99 Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • Jprophet@qulk.com 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 
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Under his legislation, public funds could no 
longer be used to buy "textbooks or library materials 
that recognize or promote homosexuality as an ac
ceptable lifestyle." 

Allen, who has sought to ban gay marriages in 
the state, says he offered the bill to protect Alabama 
children from the "homosexual agenda." 

If the bill becomes law, "public school textbooks 
cou~d not present homosexuality as a genetic trait 
and public libraries couldn't offer books with gay or 
bisexual characters," said the paper (NewsMax.com, 
Dec. 1, 2004 ). 

fople~s 

GIn Battle Creek, Mich., 14 women of St. Tho
mas Episcopal Church- between ages 55 and 82-
actually bared their breasts to raise money for breast 
cancer research. 

Calling themselves The Belles of St. Mary's, the 
women bared nearly all in an in-pew photo op at St. 
Thomas church for a calendar they hope will raise 
money for research. 

The national Episcopal Church magazine, Episco
pal Life, reports religion writer David Virtue features 
this Playboy-style parish under the headline Baring 
(Almost All) for the Faith (WorldNetDaily.com, Dec. 
4, 2904). 

loot of Jill Kinds of Evil 
OThe wife of the lottery winner who took home 

the richest undivided jackpot in U.S. history says she 
regrets his purchase of the $314.9 million ticket that 
has thrust her family into the public spotlight. 

"I wish all of this never would have happened," 
Jewel Whittaker told The Charleston (W. Va.) Ga
zette for Tuesday's editions. "I wish I would have 
torn the ticket up." 

Since winning the lottery two years ago, her hus
band, Jack Whittaker, has been arrested twice for 
drunken driving and has been ordered into rehab. 

The Credibility 
ofthe Chureh 
by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. 
Emphasis is on matters that reflect our credibility and consis
tency in the eyes of the world. BKTF01·CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$6.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • {888) 367-6216 
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He pleaded no contest Monday to a misdemeanor 
assault charge for attacking a bar manager. 

There have been several thefts involving Whit
taker, including one at his home in September on the 
same day an 18-year-old friend of his granddaughter 
was found dead there. The death is under investiga
tion. Last week Whittaker reported his granddaugh
ter missing. The Putnam County Sheriff's Office said 
the granddaughter is not considered a kidnapping 
victim (Associated Press, Dec. 14, 7004). 

Holy Homosexuals 
0 In the latest skirmish over Christmas in 

America, a Christian group is not allowed to partici
pate in Denver's annual Parade of Lights, because 
church members sought to sing yuletide hymns and 
proclaim a "Merry Christmas" message on their float. 

However, the event, now in its 30th year, will in
clude homosexual American Indians, Kung Fu arti
sans, belly dancers and, of course, Santa Claus. 

The parade, slated for tomorrow (Dec. 3, 2004) 
and Saturday nights, is produced by Denver Civic 
Ventures, Inc., with heavy promotion by its flagship 
sponsor, KUSA-Tv, the local NBC affiliate. 

The hour-long event features highly decorated 
floats with symbols of the holiday season such as 
Santa Claus, gingerbread houses and toy soldiers, 
along with what's billed as an "international proces
sion to celebrate the cultural and ethnic diversity of 
the region," according to its website. 

Among those allowed to participate is the Two 
Spirit Society of Denver, a support group for Ameri
can Indians who are homosexual, bisexual, or 
transgendered, honoring them as "holy people." 

Also included are performers of the Lion Dance, 
a Chinese New Year tradition "meant to chase away 
evil spirits and welcome good luck and good fortune 
for the year," reports the Rocky Mountain News 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Dec. 2, 2004 ). 

Jehovah's Witnesses Divided Over Kwanzaa 
OBROOKLYN, New York -Jehovah's Witnesses 

- a Christian sect begun in the late 18 OOs, now 
claiming six million adherents worldwide - are 
known for their staunch stance against the celebra
tion of certain holidays. Their official web site says, 
"Christmas and its customs come from ancient false 
religions. The same is true of Easter." But what about 
Kwanzaa, a holiday with roots going back only to 
1966? While the official Watchtower headquarters 
was unwilling to comment, the public face of 
Jehovah's Witnesses is divided on the issue. 



Kwanzaa, (matunda ya kwanza, Swahili for 
"first fruits"), an African American holiday 
observed by African communities throughout 
the world that celebrates family, community, 
and culture. It is a seven-day holiday that be
gins December 26 and continues through 
January 1. Kwanzaa has its roots in the an
cient African first-fruit harvest celebrations 
from which it takes its name. However, its 
modern history begins in 1966 when it was 
developed by Mrican American scholar and 
activist Maulana Karenga. 

Kwanzaa is organized around five funda
mental activities common to other African 
first-fruit celebrations: (1) the ingathering of 
family, friends, and community; (2) reverence 
for the creator and creation (including thanks
giving and recommitment to respect the envi
ronment and heal the world); (3) commemo
ration of the past (honoring ancestors, learn
ing lessons and emulating achievements of Af
rican history); (4) recommitment to the high
est cultural ideals of the African community 
(for example, truth, justice, respect for people 
and nature, care for the vulnerable, and re
spect for elders); and (5) celebration of the 
"Good of Life" (for example, life, struggle, 
achievement, family, community, and culture). 

Kwanzaa is celebrated through rituals, dia
logue, narratives, poetry, dancing, singing, 
drumming and other music, and feasting. A 
central practice is the lighting of the 
mishumaa (seven candles) of Kwanzaa. A 
candle is lit each day for each of the Nguzo 
Saba (Seven Principles). These principles are 
umoja (unity); kujichagulia (self-determina
tion); ujima (collective work and responsibil
ity); ujamaa (cooperative economics); nia 
(purpose); kuumba (creativity); and imani 
(faith). Kwanzaa ends with a day of assess
ment on which celebrants raise and answer 
questions of cultural and moral grounding 
and consider their worthiness in family, com
munity, and culture. 

lesbian reacher 
flA female teacher who allegedly "married" a 

14-year-old girl in a pagan ritual faces criminal
sexual conduct charges in Michigan. 

Elizabeth Miklosovic, 3 6, of Grand Rapids faces 
a possible life sentence for her conduct with a former 
student at Baseline Middle School in South Haven, 
Mich., the Muskegon Chronicle reported. 

"They also participated in witchcraft together," 
Detective Sgt. Dianne Oppenheim told the Michigan 
paper. 

The Kent County Prosecutor's office issued war-

rants Thursday on first- and second-degree criminal 
sexual conduct charges, alleging Miklosovic, a sev
enth-grade language-arts teacher, was involved in il
legal sex acts with the student at the teacher's Grand 
Rapids home. 

The girl's family initially believed Miklosovic 
was trying to help the girl, described as emotionally 
troubled, the Chronicle said. 

But the girl's uncle, outraged, says the teacher 
"brainwashed" her into thinking their actions were 
OK. 

Yon Can Help! 

The chilling winds of liberalism blow with 
increasing boldness across the landscape, 
and it is inevitable that compromise and 
unbelief will assault the walls of Zion and the 
bulwarks of faith. We invite your participation 
as we stand firm against adverse winds to 
assure that the present and unborn gener
ations may continue to have the benefit of the 
undenominational church of Christ. 

If you enjoy and benefit from reading the 
Firm Foundation, please help increase our 
readership. It will enhance the work we are 
aiming to do. Thousands of people receive 
the Firm Foundation each month, and if each 
one of you will recommend the paper to your 
friends it will be deeply appreciated and will 
greatly increase our ability to rebuke change 
agents and exhort the faithful. 

You may want to consider subscribing to the 
paper for your preachers and elders as a gift to 
enable them to feed their flocks more 
effectively, or subscribe for anyone who is in
terested in knowing religious truth and grow
ing in righteousness. Some elders subscribe 
for the entire congregation over which "the 
Holy Spirit has made them bishops." 

If you are sympathetic with the aims and 
objectives of this paper, we earnestly solicit 
your financial help. Join our effort by making 
donations to the Firm Foundation to assure 
that our voice will continue to be heard as we 
plead for the Old Paths. 

Please join with us today. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269 

(800) 572-3617 
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"It's heartbreaking to know [you put] your trust, 
your faith in a teacher, and this is how it goes," the 
uncle said. "[The girl] doesn't think a crime's been 
committed. She's plainly been brainwashed by her 
teacher." 

The girl told police of five sexual encounters 
from June to October, the Muskegon paper said. 

Miklosovic has a "nontraditional family," a 
neighbor told the paper, living with another woman 
and their adopted son. 

Local residents expressed their anger to the 
Chronicle. 

"If you can't trust your kid's teacher, who can 
you trust?" asked Monica Thompson, 24. 

"It appalled me. I heard about it on the news last 
night. A kid and a grown woman?" 

A recent graduate of local South Haven High 
School, Mallory Spencer, told the Chronicle, " It's 
getting kind of scary now. I have a lot of friends who 
teach there .... I'm kind of numb. You hear about so 
much these days, nothing surprises me." 

The Chronicle said Miklosovic, who has worked 
for the district three years, was highly regarded by 
staff and students and had no previous criminal 
record in Michigan. 

30 

Living Messages 
of the New Testament 

The First Getwell Lectureship 

Edited by 
Thomas Warren and Garland Elkins 

32 chapters include an outline and discussion of 
each book of the Bible, a teaching survey of the 
New Testament, a discussion of premillennial
ism, and a final chapter entitled, What Shall We 
Conclude by G. K. Wallace. 

Speakers include Thomas B. Warren, Wayne Jack
son, Hugo McCord, Rex A. Turner, Roy H. 
Lanier Sr., Tom Holland, J. Franklin Camp, W. B. 
West Jr. , Johnny Ramsey. Lindsey Warren, Dan 
Billingsly, James Boyd, Robert R. Taylor Jr., 
Alan Highers, Wendell Winkler; and many more. 
Paperback, 358 pgs. 

$14.95 
$4.00 s&h • Texas residents at 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Methodist Lesbian Convittetl 
®PUGHTOWN, Pa. (AP) -A jury made up of 

United Methodist Church clergy convicted a lesbian 
minister Thursday of violating church law by openly 
living with her partner in a committed relationship. 

The Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud could be 
defrocked as a result of the ruling, which came on 
the second day of her church trial. The same 13-
member jury was set to meet Thursday afternoon to 
decide her penalty. 

Methodist law bars "self-avowed, practicing ho
mosexuals" from ministry. Nine votes were neces
sary for a conviction and the jury voted 12-1 to find 
Stroud guilty. 

The last time the 8.3 million-member denomina
tion convicted an openly gay cleric was in 1987, 
when a New Hampshire church court defrocked the 
Rev. Rose Mary Denman. 

Last March, a Methodist court in Washington 
state acquitted the Rev. Karen Dammann, who lives 
with a same-sex partner, citing an ambiguity in 
church law that the Methodist supreme court has 
since eliminated. 

But Hall told jurors they had a duty to "hold a 
good pastor accountable to the standard with which 
we all live" under the Methodist Book of Discipline. 

The basic facts in the case were never in dispute, 
since Stroud had declared she was gay. 

The only two defense witnesses to be called were 
Day and the senior pastor who supervised her in 
Westchester, Pa. Both lavishly praised her perfor
mance in preaching, teaching and pastoral work. 
Hall agreed with that assessment. 

Stroud's supportive Philadelphia congregation 
has already agreed that she can continue doing her 
work as a lay employee w ithout clergy status. How
ever, she will be unable to celebrate baptism or Com
mumon. 

Principal Apologizes lor Prayer Satire 
®The principal of an Athens, Ga., high school 

apologized to parents this week for reading a biting 
satire entitled "The New School Prayer" over the 
school's public address system before the Thanksgiv
ing break. 

"I apologized to them today in another state
ment," Cedar Shoals High School Principal Tommy 
Craft told the Associated Press. "I said that there was 
no attempt to individualize or to bring ridicule on 
any particular person with the poem." 

The satire, which has been circulating on the 



Internet since the early 1990s, is based on the 
children's prayer "Now I lay me down to sleep," but 
its verses use humor worthy of a "Saturday Night 
Live" skit to skewer political correctness and the 
banishment of religion in public schools. 

Some excerpts: 
Now I sit me down in school 
Where praying is against the rule. 
For this great nation under God 
Finds mention of Him very odd. 
If Scripture now the class recites, 
It violates the Bill of Rights. 
And anytime my head I bow 
Becomes a federal matter now .... 
We can get our condoms and birth controls, 
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles. 
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed, 
No word of God must reach this crowd. 
It's scary here I must confess, 
When chaos reigns the school's a mess. 
So, Lord, this silent plea I make: 
Should I be shot, my soul please take! 

Though the cleverly worded "prayer" undoubt
edly provoked laughter among most Cedar Shoals 
students, some said Craft's decision to air the satire 
was an attempt to proselytize. 

"Basically, I found the poem offensive, but even 
if I didn't, I still would believe it crossed the line be
tween church and state," Cedar Shoals parent Ginger 
Smith told the AP. 

God Is the Audience 
by Owen Olbricht 

Sometimes we fail to see God about us and forget 
that we are continually in his presence because our 
world is engulfed by what man has done more than 
by what God had done. 

This work can bring the student to a recognition 
that he is continually in the audience of God. With 
God recognized as the audience, life has meaning, 
but without God recognized as the audience, life is 
a hopeless maze of despair. Through a study ofthis 
book, you will be brought to a closer walk with God. 
paperback • 136 pgs. 

13 chapters each with discussion questions 

$7.50 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% s&h 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367·6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Clark County School Superintendent Lewis 
Holloway said he couldn't discuss whether any disci
plinary action will be taken against Craft 
(NewsMax.com, Dec. 3, 2004 ). 

ACLU 
GThe American Civil Liberties Union -

founded by communists and today arguably the most 
subversive organization in America - is the sole fo
cus of the explosive December edition of WND's ac
claimed monthly Whistleblower magazine. 

The ACLU represents itself as zealously safe
guarding the civil liberties of all Americans. But in
creasingly, another agenda has become clear and un
deniable: 

From suing to have the 10 Commandments re
moved from Judge Roy Moore's courthouse to in
timidating the Defense Department into ending its 
sponsorship of Boy Scout troops, from threatening 
an abstinence website because it mentions God to su
ing to outlaw Christmas displays in public places, the 
ACLU is intent to eradicating every vestige of Chris
tian words, imagery or symbolism from the public 
square (WorldNetDaily.com, Dec. 2, 2004 ). 

Conversational Journeys 
and the Word of God 

13 Lessons for Women 

by Lynn McDaniel 

If you feel uneasy and insecure about giving an honest 
answer to the following questions, you will find Lynn's 
study a valuable tool as you defend the truth. What 
about the inspiration of the Bible? Do you know how it 
was compiled? How do we know the books are authen
tic and reliable? What are the Dead Sea Scrolls? Can 
you discuss intelligently the agreement of archae
ology and science with the Bible? Can you discuss 
credibly the creation and evolution with scoffing 
friends and neighbors? Can you answer alleged Bible 
discrepancies when your friends ask? How much do 
you know about the different translations of the Bible? 
Can you tell an unbeliever what God requir~ for man's 
salvation? Can you discuss intelligently the high points 
of each book ofthe Bible? This book gives a refreshing 
approach to a study of such vital issues. The author 
very skillfully shows how to broach these subjects in a 
conversational style in our every day lives and feel 
comfortable in handling questions thrown our way. 
0891374698, paperback,l85 pgs. 

$9.99 plus $3.55 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Judge Wears His Beliefs in Court 
'.?~MONTGOMERY, ALA. - A judge refused to 

delay a trial Tuesday when an artorney objected to 
his wearing a judicial robe with an embroidered Ten 
Commandments on the front. 

Circuit Judge Ashley McKathan showed up 
Monday at his Covington County courtroom wear
ing the robe. Attorneys who try cases at the court
house said they had not seen him wear it before. The 
Commandments were described as big enough to 
read by anyone near the judge. 

Artorney Riley Powell filed a motion objecting to 
the robe and asked that a case he was defending be 
continued. He said McKathan denied both motions. 

The judge said the Ten Commandments repre
sent the truth "and you can't divorce the law from 
the truth" (Associated Press, Dec. 14, 2004). 

Mother Love? 

®James L. H irsen reports (NewsMax, Nov. 
2004) that this year the Venice Film Festival was pre
occupied with the subject of abortion. 

The movie that won the Golden Lion prize for 
Best Film was "Vera Drake," an anti-life film. The star 
of the film, Imelda Staunton, was named Best Actress. 

Ellen Barkin, best known for "The Big Easy" and 
"Sea .of Love," attended the festival to promote an
other anti-life flick, "Palindromes," in which she stars. 

The actress explains how she would handle things 
if her daughter became pregnant. 

At a press conference she bellowed, "I am the 
mother of a 12-year-old girl and I can tell you un
equivocally that if my daughter was pregnant, I would 
take her kicking and screaming to have an abortion." 

S&M 

®Professors from several high-class universities 
met in November of 2004 at the American Academy 
of Religion's 2004 Annual Meeting in San Antonio 
to discuss sadomasochism, transvestism, transsex
ualism and polyamory. I repeat, the participants were 
teachers of religion from prestigious institutions of 
higher learning. 

Workshops included a session with the theme 
"Power and Submission, Pain and Pleasure: The Reli
gious Dynamics of Sadomasochism." 

Another session presented arguments for trans
vestism and transsexualism in Christian theology. 

Ken Stone of Chicago Theological Seminary gave 
a paper advocating the idea that Jeremiah 20:7-18 
"can be construed as a kind of ritual S/M en
counter between the male deity Yahweh and his male 
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devotee. The paper was entitled, "You Seduced Me, 
You Overpowered Me, and You Prevailed: Reli
gious Experience and Homoerotic Sadomasochism 
in Jeremiah." 

Julianne Buenting also of Chicago Theological 
Seminary offered a paper titled "Oh Daddy! God, 
Dominance/Submission, and Christian Sacramen
tality and Spirituality." 

Kent Brintnall of Emory University spoke on the 
topic "Rend(er)ing God's Flesh: The Body of Christ, 
Spectacles of Pain, and Trajectories of Desire." 

Kathrine Baker of Vanderbilt University offered a 
paper on "The Transvestite Christ: Hedwig and the 
Angry Inch Perform Queer Theology." (In the rock 
musical "Hedwig & The Angry Inch," Hedwig, the 
protagonist, re-signifies his identity through gender
bending transvestism and doctrine-deconstructing of 
Christian theology.) 

The program carried the idea of academic free
dom to an even higher level of futility. It does seem 

John 
edited by Bill Cline 

The 1989 Firm Foundation commentary/lectureship 
book is actually two books in one. It is both exegetical 
and homiletical; a verse-by-verse commentary on the 
21 chapters of John, plus 351ectures, based on impor
tant themes of John. The 57 manuscripts in the book 
were written by 34 gospel preachers including Rex A. 
Turner, William S. Cline, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, James 
Boyd, Winfred Clark, James Boyd, Ken Willis, Charles 
F. Cochran, Bobby Udell, Waymon Summers, Carl G. 
Hecker, Andrew Connally, Houston H. Bynum, George 
DeHoff, and others. LSAM02 hb 402 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
Grace, Law, and the Gospel 
The Incarnation 
The First and Second Resurrection 
Make Not My Father's House a House of Merchandise 
Witnesses for the Son 
Seeking Christ for the Wrong Reasons 
Miracles of Christ Contrasted with Fake Healing Today 
The Promises of the Son 
Relationships to the Son 
Why Do Men Suffer Tribulation? 
Can the Unity Jesus Prayed for Be Had Today? 
The Resurrection of the Son 
The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus - Fact, Not Fiction 

$16.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
(888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 



unsuitable for professors in our best schools to circu
late and promote such utter and obvious stupidity. 

No License 

@AP - Judge Todd Campbell has prohibited 
Tennessee from issuing specialty license plates that 
display the anti-abortion message "Choose Life." 

ACLU and Planned Parenthood challenged the 
plate, arguing that the state was not providing an 
equal opportunity for opposing viewpoints. 

Funds raised from plate sales would have ben
efited Tennessee New Life Resources. Its president, 
Brian Harris, told AP the ruling was not a surprise. "I 
think it's great irony to claim to protect free speech 
by eliminating it," he said, and added that abortion 
groups had a chance to lobby the legislature for their 
own license plate. 

Federal judges in South Carolina and Louisiana 
have issued similar rulings against anti-abortion 
plates. 

In Arkansas, Republican Gov. Mike Huckabee, 
who signed a bill allowing "Choose Life" plates, 
said, "We believed it was a great opportunity to assist 
in the adoption process and at the same time make a 
statement about the sanctity of life." 

In a column for NewsMax last year, the Rev. 
Jerry Falwell noted that a federal appeals court had 
rejected attempts to censor Florida's optional 
"Choose Life" plate. 

"The fact is, the 'Choose Life' plate is Florida's 
most popular, with sales in less than two years al
ready generating more than $1 million," he wrote. 

Chicago-Time 

@Earl Davis of Chicago has favored us with a 
number of clippings from the Chicago Tribune. Many 
of these give an insight into modern American mo
res. So, we present a sampling from a few of the ar
ticles. Thanks Earl, and as I said before so say I now 
again, Thanks. 

In an piece titled "Religion Plays New Election 
Role" David Gibson first observes that in the 1960s an 
announcement was made that God is dead and the 
world has turned from spiritual concerns to secular
ism. Pointing to the just finished presidential election, 
Gibson observes "Secularization is dead, God is not." 

H e then says, "This year's race showed that 
Democrats were determined to contest Republicans 
on their own turf. Democrats realized the import of 
these hard facts: In 2000 Bush outpolled AI Gore 
among frequent worshipers (who were more than 40 
percent of the electorate) by more than a 3-2 ratio, 

while seculars (only 10 percent of the electorate) 
went just as strongly for Gore. 

'While Kerry bumbled the faith issue at almost 
every turn and failed to improve on Gore's numbers, 
it wasn't for lack of trying. As the campaign wore on, 
Kerry increasingly visited pulpits, trotted out parables 
and Bible verses and offered personal testimony tif his 
Roman Catholic faith. He defended traditional mar
riage (while supporting some form of civil unions) 
and even signaled a willingness to back 'faith-based' 
programs, though under stricter terms than Bush en
visioned." 

Snippets From the Tribune 

@The Illinois Senate narrowly defeated a pro
posal that would have given the state's endorsement 
to stem-cell research and then it set aside a homo
sexual-rights bill. Following a dramatic and emo
tional showdown over ethics and morality, the defeat 
of the stem-cell legislation stunned its supporters 
(Nov. 19, 2004) 

t9lU.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
urged several hundred lawyers and judges gathered at 
a Wheaton church not to fear being considered foo lish 
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Brad Harrub, Ph.D. 
Burt Jones, M.A. 

This new book has been called "Chicken Soup for 
members of the church!" 

It is a collection of "gems" that were written using 
Bible passages that are often overlooked. 

The authors come from two different back
grounds, and thus, they have been able to select 
"diamonds" of different shapes, sizes, and value. 

You wi ll find yourself learning more about God's 
Word with each new topic. BKAD04 paperback, 115 pgs. 

Great gifts for both young and old/ 

$8.00 plus $3.00 S/H 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Orderyourcopytoday! 

1-888-367-6216 
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for having faith. "We are fools for Christ's sake," 
Scalia said. "We must pray for the courage to suffer 
the contempt of the sophisticated world" (Nov. 22, 
2004). 

OThe animated movie "Mohammad: The Last 
Prophet" is designed to excuse Islamic violence and 
terrorism. We are told not to expect "wisecracking 
. . . songs or dance" ... We are told to expect "peace 
and blessing ... to learn something about this often 
misunderstood religion." (Editor's note: To put it 
bluntly, the film is propaganda piece for Islam and 
ther~fore chooses to say nothing about Islam's bloody 
past and present [Nov. 14, 2004].) 

@Derrick Z. Jackson claims in his article, 
"American Moral Values and SUV's," that to own 
and operate an automobile that is above average in 
gas consumption is immoral (Nov. 15, 2004). . 

$According to a Charles Krauthammer arttcle 
the point of greatest concern to voters in the recent 
election was moral values. He wrote, "Moral values 
encompass abortion, homosexual marriage, 
Hollywood's influence, the general coarsening of the 
culture ... " (Nov. 15, 2004). 

@Paris in France has a new television channel ... 
it is called "Pink TV" because it caters to and seek to 
promote homosexuality. It created a stir o~ protest 
when two national leaders were presented In a way 
that suggests they are homosexual ... which they a~e 
not. America will be treated to more of the same tn 
the February appearance of "Logo" - a cable chan
nel backed by MTY, which is owned by Viacom -
that also intends to devote programming to homo
sexual issues (Nov. 8, 2004). 

tlln Garwood, N.J. 5th graders at a public school 
recently were asked to write poems about Thanks
giving. Ten-year-old Kaeley Hay wrote one that 
ended with, "Pilgrims thank God for what they were 
given, Everybody say ... happy thanksgiving." Her 
classmates voted to put the poem on display in the 
hallway. But when it was posted one word was miss
ing from what he had written: God. School officials 

Share 
Firm Foundation 

with your friends, relatives 
or congregation. 

Call today for your free bundle. 
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apparently decided any mention of that subject was 
inappropriate, so they took it out (Nov. 25, 2004). 

Brave New Schools 
OTwo parents who objected to a Massachusetts 

high school's homosexual-awareness day were ex
pelled from the campus after a mother began video
taping a session . 

Brian Camenker, an activist who has a son at 
Newton North High School in Newtonville, Mass., 
and Kim Cariani, mother of two students, said four 
police officers and the school principal warned they 
would be charged with trespassing if they didn't 
leave the campus Wednesday. 

A distraught Cariani told the Boston Herald she 
believes the school's "To BGLAD: Transgender, Bi
sexual, Gay and Lesbian Awareness Day" has no 
place in the curriculum. 

"It's against my religion," she said. "It's morally 
wrong and forced in a child's face." 

Camenker said the event, with assemblies and 
workshops such as "Out at the Old Ballgame" and 
"Color Me Queer," was intended to make students 
feel good about homosexuality, bisexuality and 
transgenderism (WorldNetDaily.com, Dec. 17, 2004). 

Interested in spreading 
the Word? 
-Proven Successful

over 500 "requests" 
for Bible correspondence course 

-Very Economical
Small newspaper ads/small signs 

-Easy to Administer
Advertise a telephone number 

that can be "personally answered" 7 days a week 

-Advertised simply-
Free Bible Studies by Mall: 

Study the Bible in the comfort of your home. 
The program, completely free to the caller, is 
administered by three dedicated volunteers. 

This highly successful method of spreading the 
gospel was started by the 

Graeber Road Church of Christ 
Rosenberg, Texas • April1999 . .. 

For free details contact 
Lloyd Ellison 

P.O. Box 17183 • Sugar Land, Texas 77496 
email:lellison4@houston.rr.com 
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(The famous entertainer, Bill Cosby, has been on a campaign lately to stimulate young people in the black 
community to rise to the challenge of life and share in the American dream. Most of what he says on this sub
ject makes a lot of sense. Here is a recent report on Cosby's trip the West Coast. By the way, what he says 
about black youth applies to all youth) 

Cosby Takes Message to San Francisco 

Pulling no punches, famed comedian Bill Cosby 
continued his one-man crusade to improve 
the futures of young Mrican-Americans, tell

ing parents at a San Francisco school that they have 
to work to educate their children before they wind 
up teenage moms, jail inmates, drug dealers - or 
dead. 

Pointing to what the San Francisco Chronicle 
called "hundreds of giggling students in a school
yard, most of them black, Cosby asked: "Do you see 
in that yard any drug dealers? Do you see any teen
age pregnant girls? Take a look at them, and put the 
future on them. Without love, education and care, 
they begin to look like the statistics. . .. You cannot 
tell me it's impossible to put your children in first 
place and raise your child strong." 

His fiery comments were a continuation of his 
drive to reform the way black youths are being 
raised. He launched his battle last May when he 
spoke in DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, 
D.C., on the 50th anniversary of Brown vs. Board of 
Education, the U.S. Supreme Court decision outlaw
ing "separate but equal" education. 

At the time, the Chronicle recalled, Cosby fired 
away at low-income blacks for spending $500 on 
their children's shoes but not spending $250 on edu
cational tools such as "Hooked on Phonics." 

Criticizing Mrican-Americans for wearing saggy 
pants, speaking improper English and giving chil
dren names like "Shaniqua, Shaligua, Mohammed 
and all that crap," he said, "I am talking about these 
people who cry when their son is standing there in 
an orange [prison] suit," he said in May. "Where 
were you when he was 2? Where were you when he 
was 12? Where were you when he was 18, and how 
come you didn't know that he had a pistol? And 
where is the father? ... You can't keep saying that 
God will find a way. God is tired of you." 

As a result of that speech, the Chronicle wrote, 
San Francisco school superintendent Arlene 
Ackerman wrote a letter to Cosby inviting him to 

visit one of her three new "Dream Schools," low
performing public schools that have been overhauled 
to include long school days, Saturday school, manda
tory student uniforms, a more rigorous curriculum 
and required contracts signed by parents pledging to 
be involved in their children's education. 

Ackerman, San Francisco's first black superinten
dent of schools, told the Chronicle she was glad 
Cosby had aired his frustrations, even if they were 
not politically correct. 

"We haven't figured out a way to talk about it as 
African-Americans .... At least now we're talking 
about it," she said. "The truth is, many of the things 
he said are reality for those of us who work in urban 
public schools." 

While praising the school, Cosby stressed that it 
was parents - not just the schools themselves -
who needed to step up to ensure that their children 
beat the statistics. "Parents are 99 percent," he told 
the Chronicle. "School districts don't parent. They 
teach." 

Crystal White, 35, a day care provider in the 
Bayview district who has three kids in local schools, 
told the Chronicle about the favorable reaction 
Cosby had evoked by his earlier comments. 

"I totally agree - it starts at home," she said. 
"You're your children's first teacher. Just because you 
live in the ghetto, you don't have to be a part of it. Just 
because you see other young men hanging out, you 
don't have to hang out. Just because you see people in 
saggy pants doesn't mean you have to. It's up to the 
parent to let your child know you expect better." 

Cosby concluded: "It's a movement now that 
needs to happen .... It's time for people to just stop 
seeing themselves so much as victims, so much in 
poverty, and realize what education does and fight 
for it like you're fighting for your life - and you are 
because that's what our children are." 

Reprinted from NewsMax.com 
Friday# Dec. 10# 2004 12:57 p.m. EST 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: In 1 Peter 5:13 Peter sends a greeting 
from the church in Babylon, which implies that 

he was in Babylon when he wrote 1 Peter. I have 
heard it said that Babylon means Rome as it does in 
Revelation. Others say Peter was never in Rome and 
this was literal Babylon. Please comment. (G.W.) 

A nswer: As far as I can tell there was no literal 
Babylon when Peter wrote. 

Due to the cruelty of the Babylonians and the wick
edness and arrogance of their rulers, Isaiah made this 
prophecy: 

And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The 
beauty of the Chaldean's pride, Will be as 
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 
It will never be inhabited, Nor be settled from 
generation to generation (Isa. 13: 19-20). 

Babylon was conquered by the Medes and Per
sians as Isaiah prophesied (13: 17), and was utterly 
destroyed during the subsequent Greek invasion be
gun by Alexander the Great and completed by his 
successors the Seleucids. 

God said Babylon would never be inhabited 
again. Nothing I have seen indicates that it ever was. 
Those who visit the city site now testify to its contin
ued desolation. Its ruins are still not inhabited. 

There were a few small and historically insignifi
cant towns named Babylon, including one in Egypt. 
Some think Peter may have been writing from one of 
them. That does not, however, appear likely. 

The statement, "There is no evidence that Peter 
was ever in Rome," is usually made to help refute the 
teaching that Peter was the founder and first bishop 
of the Roman Church and therefore first Pope of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Paul's epistle to the Romans indicates Peter was 
not the founder of the church at Rome, but, even if 
he were, that would not make him the first Pope. 

While there is no biblical statement that Peter was 
in Rome, unless Babylon in 1 Peter refers to Rome, 
evidence from reliable uninspired writings shortly af
ter inspiration ceased does suggest he died there. 
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"History" or "tradition" is often cited as saying 
all of the apostles except John died a violent death 
for their faith. Those same historical sources say Pe
ter and Paul suffered martyrdom in Rome under 
Nero. 

Some object that a figurative use of Babylon in an 
otherwise literal book would be out of place. That 
would not be true, however, if the figure was in com
mon use and readily understood. To Old Testament 
students, Babylon had come to stand for any mighty 
persecuting power that arrayed itself against the 
people of God. 

If Peter were in Rome near the end of his life, 
and if there were no literal Babylon for him to have 
been in, Rome is the most likely meaning for Peter's 
reference to Babylon. 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. 
Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Sounding Brass 
and Clanging Cymbals 
The history and significance 
of instrumental music in the 
Restoration Movement (1827 -1968) 

J.E.Choate 
William Woodson 

"After an orderly recounting of the historical changes year 
by year, they [the authors) show the significance of the use 
of instrumental music with reference to the restoration 
mot1o, unity and the loss of respect for Bible authority .... 
The authors show conclusively that the church did not di
vide over sectional and cultural issues ... but rather because 
of the introduction of instrumental music, the missionary 
society, and a liberal attitude toward the authority of the 
Bible." 

E. Claude Gardner 
President Emeritus, Fread-Hardeman University 

$18.95 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 



Directory St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~? ••• 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
G org. a Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith-

- e I - Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). . . 0 W Ch h S E · ff 59 Livmgston - 11 1 . urc t., x1t o 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

M 1 d Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
- ary an - p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

-Alaska-

Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

www .northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. S Dallas Co., Lancaster- Cold Springs Church 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 1 p.m. of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-

11 h h f h Raytown - Raytown Church of Chr1'st, 6000 Blue 8653· Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
Wasilla - Va ey C urc o C rist, P.O. Box ('L · f 1 35) 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 p.m. 12 mi. east 0 

-

373-5583 - Virginia --Ohio-
-Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 

Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
778-8955 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- California - - South Carolina -
Albany-1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -

Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. minister. 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30 p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact Joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

We can help you finance your 
remodeling 

or new building projects. 

Call J. C. Prophet 

(888) 799·7016 

Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

A translation of the NewT estament 
with invaluable supplementary ma
terial. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Cari119 & Sliarif19 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.uestions 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lee· 
lures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions Involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLoz $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order f rom Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5~") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton CorTmnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 p lus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
Important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there Is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

·Preachers Needed 
The Lord's church in Opelousas, La., is searching 
for an evangelist to locate in Opelousas and work 
full time with the church. We are a small 
congregation of about 20 members, willing to work 
with the right preacher. He will be sound in the 
faith and dedicated to evangelism. We prefer a 
preacher between 25 and 50 years of age, but will 
consider an older, qualified man. Liberals and 
hobby-riders should not apply. Please send 
application to: jerry Scruggins, Church of Christ, 
2614 S. Union, Opelousas, La. 70570 

Palacios Church of Christ is looking for a preacher. 
Contact Charles Hutto, (361) 972-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, black/white congregation. 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Black Genuine leather 

G-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
•size 43/4•x7~·x 3/e• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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A Tribute to the Bible 
J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

The Irish orator, Charles Phillips, who was a 
contemporary of Tom Paine, but outlived 
him, once gave utterance in a speech to the 

following sentiments: 
"I must see better authority than Flee t Street 

Temple before I forego the principles w hich at once 
guard and consecrate and sweeten social intercourse; 
which give life, happiness, and death, hope; whic h 
constitute man's purity, his best protection, placing 
the infant's cradle and the fema le couch under the 
sacred shelter of the national morality. Neither Mr. 
Paine nor M r. Palmer, nor a ll the venom-breathi ng 
brood, shall swindle from me the Book w here I have 
learned these precepts. In spite of all their scoff and 
scorn and menacing, I say of the sacred vo lume they 
would obliterate, it is a book of facts, as well authen
ticated as any heathen history; a book of miracles in
contestably avouched; a book of prophecy confirmed 
by past as well as present fu lfillment; a book of po
etry pure and natural and elevated even to inspira
tion; a book of morals such as human wisdom never 
framed for the perfection of human happ iness. My 
Lord, I will abide by the precepts, admire the beauty, 
revere the mysteries, and, as far as in me lies, practice 
the mandates of the sac red vo lu me; and should the 

ridicule of earth and the blasphemy of hell assail me, 
I shall conso le myself by the contemplation of those 
blessed spir its who, in the same blessed cause, have 
toiled and shone and suffered. In the "goodly fellow
ship of the saints," in the noble army of martyrs, in 
the society of the g reat and good and wise of every 
nation, if my sinfulness be not cleansed and my dark
ness illuminated, at least my p retensionless submis
sion may be excused . If I err w ith the luminaries I 
have chosen for my guide, I confess myself captivated 
by the loveliness of their aberrations; if they err, it is 
in a heaven ly region; if they wander, it is in fi elds of 
light; if they asp ire, it is, at all events, a glorious dar
ing; and , rather than sink w ith infidel ity into the 
dust, I am content to cheat myself with their vision of 
eternity. It may, indeed, be nothing but a delusion, 
but then I err with the disciples of philosophy and vir
tue; w ith men who have drun k deep at the fo untain 
of human knowledge, but who d isso lved not the 
pearl of their salvation in the draught. I err with Ba
con, the g reat confidant of nature, fraught w ith all 
the learning of the past, and almost prescient of the 
future, yet too wise not to know his weakness, and 
too philosophic not to feel his ignorance. I e rr with 
Locke, whose pure philosophy taught hi m to adore 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Don't Confuse Me With Facts 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Xri end asked me to respond to an ar
t icle, which ran 10,000 words and 
fills 20 single-spaced pages. It would be 

unacceptably bo ring (stimulating no interest o r 
enthusiasm) to attempt to track th rough the 
lengthy piece to study, in the light of Holy 
Scripture, the issues ra ised. Still , since the ar
ticle says its "thrust" is to show that Pau l taught 
"toleration for imperfection in knowledge," we 
will cheerfully examine that point. 

Most of the paper we are reviewing, by the way, hypes a precon
ceived proposition by discussing the a ims and a tti tudes of men like 
Ca rl Ketcherside, and LeRoy Garrett and defaming o ther m en. The 
loquacious writer finds fau lt with people fo r find ing faul t with 
people. We are indisposed to meddle in that muddle, and so will 
bypass about 80 percent o f the article . 

The essence of the essay under rev iew is tha t Paul taught in 
Romans-chapter-14 and in First Corin thi ans-chapter-eight it is 
wrong to "mark them that are causing the divisions and occasions 
of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine w hich ye lea rned: and turn 
away from them" (Rom. 16 :17). The wordy author undertakes to 
prove that believe rs should have unity in d iversity even in the fun 
damentals of the fa ith. H e could not be more w rong. 

To not be led astray, or drift away, we must understand that in 
the Bible we have positive d ivine commands, historical facts, and 
insp ired suggestions (1 Cor. 7 :7-9, 25) . To understand what God 
requires of us, we have to be able to distinguish between what is 
mandatory and w hat is left to our judgment - o r, to put it in 
other words, some things are abso lute and other things are op
tional. If we confuse these two, we will be like a dog chasing his 
own ra il (that is, running round in ci rcles) . 

Essential Matters 

Bible writers are uncomp romising in telli ng us tha t the specific 
commands of the Almighty are to be obeyed. The believer abso
lutely must be molded and made by the expressed w ill of the Cre
ator. Peter put it this way, "And if ye call on him as Father, who 
without respect of persons judgerh according to each man's work, 
pass the time of your sojourning in fear. " The child of God must 
understand that h is heaven ly father is also h is heavenly judge and 
therefore live in fea r .. . the kind of fea r that carefully keeps the 
commands of God (Eccl. 12: 13).1 



When God says "thou shalt" or "thou shalt not" we do not 
have a choice; Jesus warned us that "Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). 

Jesus is the "author of eternal salvation to all them that obey 
him" 

Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land because 
God told him to "speak" to a rock to bring a gushing river of wa
ter, but he "stuck" the rock instead (Num. 20:1 0-20). Jehovah 
complained that the failure of Moses to conform absolutely to the 
command was an act of unbelief that did not uphold the holiness 
of God before the people (v. 12). 

Moses suffered a severe penalty for doing what some might 
dare to think was inconsequential. 

The imposing son of Kish had to learn the hard way that "to 
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as 
idolatry and teraphim" (1 Sam. 15 :22-23). Saul argued that he had 
obeyed, but the bleating sheep and the lowing cattle proved other
wise. 

Some might think that in the case of King Saul God should 
"accept him that is weak" and not pass "judgment on disputable 
matters"; but they would not only be wrong but also presumptu
ous in charging God with unfairness because he insisted on me
ticulous obedience. When God gives an order, the believer will do 
precisely what the Lord told him to do, and in precisely the way 
the Lord said to do it ... all others are unbelievers, though they 
may not know it. 

At the last judgment some will honor Jesus as Lord and claim 
to have done wonderful things in his name, but will be rejected as 
unapproved by Jesus (Matt. 7:21-23). 

Our obedience must be exact - not approximate. 
Paul delivered Hymenaeus to Satan, that he "may learn not to 

blaspheme" (1 Tim. 1 :20). What wrong did Hymenaeus commit? 
Was he guilty of some dark crime? Paul condemns Hymenaeus and 
brands him as a false teacher because he was saying that the resur
rection is passed already, and this teaching overthrew the faith of 
some (2 Tim. 2:18). It was what Hymenaeus taught that caused 
Paul to deliver him to Satan. 

Hymenaeus had to learn not to blaspheme (1 Tim. 1 :20). The 
word translated blaspheme means to "speak impiously," according 
to Thayer. It means "to speak reproachfully, rail at, revile, calum
niate." It is a sin of the tongue. This same Paul wrote, "Mark them 
that are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary 
to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from them." 

Even the spiritual babe whose diet is the milk of the word and 
who is not yet able to digest the strong meat of revelation has the 

• There are more than 350 passages in the Bible that use the word "God" and the word 
"command" in juxtaposition. Obedience to the commands of God is not an option, but 
must be total. What God has put together let not man put asunder. 
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ability to understand and obey the commands of the 
Bible. 

Those who seek an excuse for disregarding or 
softening divine injunctions are on ice so thin it is 
certain to break, and drown them, if hypothermia 
doesn't get them first. 

I urge you to re-read and re-think Paul's terrible 
statement, "Now the works of the flesh are evident: 
sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sor
cery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:19-22 ESV). 

Would anyone be so brazen as to attempt to 
escape the consequence of "sexual immorality." 
Breathes there a man who would appeal to Romans 
14 and 1 Corinthians 8 to justify any level of idolatry 
... or sorcery ... or drunkenness ... or fornication? 

Paul identifies "murder" as a thing "not fitting," 
and declares that all who deal in murder, and other 
crimes against man and God, are without under
standing (Rom. 1 :28-31). Who in the face of this will 
say that murder must be tolerated and the killer not 
condemned because his imperfect knowledge com
pels toleration of his vile deed? 

Is it proper to dogmatically condemn sexual im
purity, murder, stealing, and lying? If anyone an
swers yes, then where is your tolerance for those 
with such imperfect knowledge that they indulge 
these heinous acts? Have you never read Romans 
chapter 14? 

The Encarta Dictionary defines cannibal as 
"somebody who eats human flesh: somebody who 
eats human flesh, whether as food or as part of a reli
gious ritual." Religious ritual? Yes, some deluded 
people eat human flesh in worship of a supposed de
ity.2 

Question: Is the person who says cannibalism as 
a religious exercise is wrong unacceptably judgmen
tal? Does Romans 14 apply? If not, why not? 

Another example: The naive can understand the 
Bible teaches that baptism - preceded by faith, re
pentance, and confession - is a burial (Col. 2: 12; 
Rom. 6:4), in water Uohn 3:23, Matt. 3:17), a resur
rection to a new life (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4), and is to 

obtain the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; 
Mark 16:16). This is so simple that it requires a 
mighty effort to pervert it. The inexperienced as well 
as the most proficient can know exactly what this 
means, if he wills to do the will of God. The . "igno
rant and the unstedfast" may wrest this teaching to 
their own destruction and may blind the eyes of the 
unsuspecting, but this abuse does not mean the 
teaching is unclear - it merely means that "the god 
of this world" is at work, to preclude "the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ" ... from dawning 
"upon them." People have the power to make the co
lossal mistake of blinding their eyes, closing their 
ears, and making their heart gross (Matt. 3: 14-15). 
Because some are willfully ignorant of the most el
emental truth is not a reason to disobey God. There 
is no justification for deliberate rejection of eternal 
truth. Such imperfect knowledge must not be toler
ated and excused . 

The point is that when God says that a specific 
thing is wrong, there should be universal abstinence 
of that thing, and when God says some specific thing 
is right there should be universal acceptance of that 
thing. Specific divine commands are to be obeyed ab
solutely - and never, never, never adulterated. 
There is no passage in the Bible that gives license to 
set aside any positive command of God - not even 
Romans 14. 

This article cites horrific examples, including eat
ing the flesh of the dead in worship of. an idol, to 
shock the reader into the realization that some things 
are downright wrong. Galatians 5:19-20 specifies 
"fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, 
divisions, parties, envying, drunkenness, reveling, 
and such like" and then forewarns us, "even as I did 
forewarn you, that they who practice such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God." Any of the 
things in that catalogue will keep you out of heaven, 
even such run-of-the-mill and threadbare things as 
envy, wraths, drunkenness, reveling, strife, and etc. 

It should be noted that earthlings- even those 
who enjoy the first fruits of the Spirit- must not at
tempt to alter or water-down divine precepts. Yet, 
the saved must speak the things of God in the words 
of God. If the Lord chooses in that last great day to 

1 Cannibalism was sometimes part of a religious practice. The Binderwurs of central India ate their sick and aged in the belief that the act was pleasing 
to the~r goddess, Kali. In Mexico, thousands of human victims were sacrificed annually by the Aztecs to their deities. Aher the ceremony of sacrifice, 
the prtests and the populace ate the bodies of the victims, believing that this would bring them closer to their gods. 
("cannibalism." Encyclopzdia Britannica from Encyclopzdia Britannica Premium Service. http://www.britannica.com/eb/article?tocld=9020006). 
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grant clemency to hardened sinners, that will be his 
business - not ours. Mter all, he owns the vineyard, 
and we are laborers. He is the Master, and we are his 
slaves. 

On the other hand, it is just as evil to attempt to 
make any part of the Bible impure by injecting hu
man opinion that negates specific requirements of 
Holy Writ. Our job is to teach the whole counsel of 
God, and doing so makes us free from the blood of 
all men. We leave the outcome and ultimate disposi
tion to man's Maker 

The Bible tells us that there is one God, one 
Lord, and one Spirit. Don't tamper with that! It also 
tells us there is one faith, one body (church), one 
hope, and one baptism. Don't corrupt that! When 
God speaks let us have the good judgment to repeat 
what he says just as he says it. When he tells us what 
to do or not do, let us render precise obedience, as 
the clay to the potter and as the slave to his master. 
"But thanks be to God, that you who were once 
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to 
the standard of teaching to which you were commit
ted, and, having been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-19 ESV). 

Discretionary MaHers 

Some things God has ignored in his revelation to us. 
He does not, for instance, tell us to be vegetarians. If 
some one wants to eat only vegetables, let him alone. 
Don't coridemn him. The vegetarian must be as pru
dent in not condemning those who eat what God has 
cleansed (Acts 10:15; 1 Tim. 4:3 ). 

Believers meet on the first-day-of-every-week to 
"break bread" (participate in public, assembly wor-
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ship as the Bible directs). If someone wants to also 
set aside a day to fast, pray, study, and grow, let him 
have his special day (as long as he does not try to 
bind it on others). That is what 1 Corinthians 8 and 
Romans 14 talk about. Paul is not applying that prin
ciple to specific commands of deity, but to matters of 
indifference. It is reckless to take a passage that is 
talking about things that are optional and attempt to 
apply that to mandatory things. 

And account that the longsuffering of our 
Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother 
Paul also, according to the wisdom given to 
him, wrote unto you; as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; wherein are 
some things hard to be understood, which the 
ignorant and unstedfast wrest, as they do also 
the other scriptures, unto their own destruc
tion. Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these 
things beforehand, beware lest, being carried 
away with the error of the wicked, ye fall 
from your own stedfastness. But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now 
and for ever. Amen (2 Pet. 3:15-18). 

Man is not wiser than God (1 Cor. 1 :25). 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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A Tribute to the Bible 
(cotttinued from page 1) 

its source, whose warm love of genuine liberty never 
chilled into rebellion against its author. I err with 
Milton, rising on an angel's wing to heaven, and, like 
the bird of morn, soaring out of sight amidst the mu
sic of his grateful piety. I err with Newton, whose 
starlit spirit shot across the darkness of the sphere too 
soon to re-ascend to the home of his nativity. With 
men like these, my Lord, I shall remain in error, nor 
shall I desert these errors for the drunken bed of a 
Paine, or the delirious war whoop of the surviving 
friends who would erect his altar upon the ruins of 
society. In my opinion, it is difficult to say whether 
their tenets are more ludicrous or more detestable. 
They will not obey the king, the prince, the parlia
ment, nor the constitution, but they will obey anar
chy. They will not believe in the prophets, in Moses, 
in the apostles, in Christ, but they believe in Tom 
Paine. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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Pierce My Ear 
By Terry R. Townsend 

raham Lincoln was instrumental in the first 
steps toward abolishing slavery. Historians 
say that he once purchased a young slave girl 

from the slave traders and then set her free. Obvi
m.isly confused, the young slave girl asked him, 
"Does this mean I can say what I want to say, do 
what I want to do, and go where I want to go?" Lin
coln replied with an affirmative, "Yes." With tears 
streaming down her face she said, "Then I want to go 
with you." Because of the love and kindness he 
showed toward her, she was willing to serve him. Is 
this not a beautiful portrait of the kind of Christian 
the Lord desires to have serving him? Jesus Christ, 
our loving and compassionate High Priest and King, 
desires a people who willingly choose to follow him 
(Matt. 16:24). 

As Moses was giving Israel their instructions re
garding civil rights, he included the rights of slaves 
(cf. Exod. 21: 1ff). In that section of sacred scripture 
we're given a type of true New Testament Christian
ity. The Law stated that after six years of service a 
Hebrew slave would become liberated; i.e., he'd be 
free to go. However, many Hebrew slaves preferred 
to stay and remain a servant. If they chose to remain 
a servant, a servant they would be for the rest of 
their lives. To verify his intent and desire, a public 
declaration was made before the judges and a pierc
ing of his ear was done to symbolize his attachment 
to that house as a servant forever. '~nd if the servant 
shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my 
children; I will not go out free: Then his master shall 
bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to 
the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall 
bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve 
him for ever" (Exod. 21:5-6). As we examine this 
text, I would like to apply it to our service in the 
household of our Master- Jesus Christ. May we 
gain a clear understanding of the nature of the choice 
of service before us, the considerations which make 
that choice the only reasonable one, and the commit
ment necessary for solidifying our position in his ser
vice. 

In the first place, we note that a choice must be 
made. The text under consideration depicts an indi-
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vidual who chooses to serve his master for the rest of 
his life. The choice to be a permanent servant is up to 
the servant. Joshua chose to serve the Lord Uosh. 
24:15). Moses chose to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season (Heb. 11:25). We today must choose whom 
we'll serve - God or the world. Keep in mind that 
we cannot serve two masters. Sadly, many within the 
church of our Lord profess to be servants of his, but 
they fail to confess him. Jesus said, "No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and de
spise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon" 
(Matt. 6:24). Jesus will not hold you to unwilling 
servitude. Our Lord desires willing servants. 

In the second place, we must consider why we're 
making the choice as to whom we'll serve. Appar
ently many Hebrew slaves considered the good of 
their master and loved them so much that they 
unhesitatingly chose to stay. When we consider our 
Master, Jesus Christ, and the good He's done for 
mankind, we should desire to serve him forever. 
"But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man. For it became him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through sufferings" (Heb. 
2:9-1 0). Because of his love and willingness to die on 
Calvary, accompanied by our obedience to him, we 
enjoy freedom from the bondage of sin (cf. Gal. 5:1; 
Eph. 2:12-13). As we consider this fact, should we 
not choose him? Consider also our family? A He
brew slave, upon his liberation, would be obligated 
to leave behind any family that he gained during his 
initial service. Family is all the more reason why we 
should choose to serve Christ. If we truly love them 
and care about their eternal salvation, then we'll do 
what we can to guide them toward heaven. Consid
ering the love our Lord has for us and the spiritual 
well-being of our families, why wouldn't we choose 
to serve him? 

In the last place, we note the commitment that is 



required in so choosing to serve the Lord. Under the 
Old Law, if a Hebrew slave made the decision to re
main a servant after careful consideration, a public 
affirmation of his pledged allegiance was carried out 
by the piercing of the ear. In essence, the Hebrew 
servant was committing himself openly to a lifelong 
service to his master. The parallels to New Testament 
Christian commitment are interesting. This public 
declaration and act serves as a type of New Testa
ment confession. To confess Christ means to "agree, 
assent; not to refuse; i.e., to promise not to deny
to declare." Those who choose to follow Christ must 
make that Great Confession that Christ is God's Son 
and Lord of their lives. Confession is a pledge of be
lief in his Sonship (Acts 8:35-37); a pledge of belief 
in his Lordship (1 Cor. 3:21-23); a necessary ele
ment in attaining salvation (Rom. 10:9-10); a pledge 
of continued discipleship (He b. 4: 14; 10:22-23 ). 

Tragically, many people confess Christ with their lips, 
but fail to profess him throughout their lives. True 
servitude demands lifelong commitment and alle
gtance. 

The Lord doesn't force people into service. He 
seeks and will accept only those who are willing to 
serve and follow him forever. Considering the future 
that he offers to those who would serve him, why 
would we refuse him? In addition, thinking about 
the well-being of our family, why would we follow 
anybody else? Make a commitment - serve Jesus. 
He, and he alone, hath the words of eternal life 
Uohn 6:68). 

Pierce my ear, 0 Lord, my God; 
Take me to Your door today; 
And I will serve no other god, 
Lord I'm here to stay! 123 Toney Ave. 

Erwin, TN 37650 
1). 

(You might find it interesting to see what Microsoft's Encarta Reference Work says about churches of Christ. 
The reference work gives no source for the information it presents, so we do not know who wrote this piece.) 

Churches of Christ 

Churches of Christ, are a group of churches, 
with no overall formal organization, that 
relies upon the Bible as its only religious 

authority. Historically, the Churches of Christ ex
isted as one communion with the Disciples of Christ 
(Christian Church) until 1906, when they were first 
listed in the United States Census as a separate body. 
Members consider themselves true Christians in di
rect descent from the primitive Christian church and 
not members of a modern denomination. Local 
churches are autonomous and follow an extreme 
form of congregational polity, holding that the local 
body of worshipers is the only organization sanc
tioned by the New Testament. No general confer
ence or assembly is held, and the group has no cen
tral headquarters. 

The Churches of Christ have no formal organiza
tion for collaboration with each other in educational, 
missionary, and charitable work. Assisted by volun
tary associations of individuals, however, the 
churches maintain congregations and missions in 
more than 80 countries. They also operate orphan
ages and homes for the aged, 15 colleges, 9 universi
ties, and more than 25 Christian schools in the 

United States, and 7 schools and colleges outside the 
United States. Two of their best-known periodicals 
are The Gospel Advocate, founded in 185 5, and the 
Firm Foundation founded in 18 84. 

Members approve only those religious tenets and 
forms for which specific authority can be found in 
the New Testament. Accordingly, their worship con
sists of a standard, fivefold pattern of reading and 
preaching from the Bible, the commemorative cel
ebration of the Eucharist, prayer, the singing of 
hymns unaccompanied by instrumental music, and 
contributions for church support. Belief in Christ as 
the Son of God, repentance of sin, and baptism by 
immersion unto the remission of sins are require
ments for membership. 

Churches of Christ congregations are maintained 
in all 50 states; they are most numerous in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and 
Texas. In the late 1990s the church reported mem
bership of 2 million in 15,000 separate congrega
tions. 

Source: Microsoft Encarta Reference Library 2003.@ 1993-
2002 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Men Who Garnish the Tombs 
of the Prophets 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

W hile rebuking the religious leaders of Ju
daism, Jesus cited several examples of 
their hypocrisy. Among them the was the 

following: "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For ye build the sepulchers of the proph
ets, and garnish the tombs of the righteous, and say, 
If we had been in the days of our fathers, we should 
not have been partakers with them in the blood of 
the prophets" (Matt. 23:29-30). 

Building monuments to heroes of the past is a 
common symptom in decadent religious systems 
whose leaders have long since lost faith and teaching 
of their spiritual predecessors. When ritualism, pro
fessionalism and power have replaced spiritual dedi
cation and humble service, men build and garnish 
tombs of dead saints. 

Catholicism builds ornate cathedrals dedicated 
to Saint Peter, Paul or other apostles of Christ, but 
totally disregards and even defies the inspired teach
ings of those godly servants of Christ. Protestants 
build monuments to Luther, Calvin, Wesley and 
other great reformers, naming their denominations, 
schools and sanctuaries after them. But they have 
largely abandoned their teaching and would be of
fended, and likely enraged, if those reformers should 
return to preach in their midst. 

A century ago the progressives among our reli
gious forebearers turned their backs on the "Back to 
the Bible" theme of our restoration fathers. Preferring 
the well-beaten path of their denominational neigh
bors, they chose missionary societies, instrumental 
music, and the fellowship of their denominational 
neighbors over the fellowship of Christian brothers 
and sisters who were duty-bound to walk in the old 
paths of New Testament Christianity. In so doing they 
divided God's people and dealt a crippling blow to the 
cause of Christ. The Disciples of Christ, have thor
oughly abandoned, even repudiated the call of our 
Restoration fathers. Yet they have built a fabulous 
sanctuary to house "The Disciples of Christ Historical 
Society," complete with a monument honoring 
Alexander ~nd Thomas Campbell, Barton Stone, and 
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John Smith. They have Restoration Seminars and pub
lish elaborate histories and biographies honoring 
those whose cause they have repudiated. They have 
restored Alexander Campbell's home, Bethany Col
lege (the school he founded) and the church building 
where he worshiped and served. But they have long 
since repudiated the call for the restoration of the 
original faith and worship of the church and hold in 
contempt those who still pursue that goal. 

The last 20 years have seen the same phenom
enon evolve in our midst. In those circles where 
preachers and professors have grown weary of the 
back-to-the-Bible vision, where liberal, denomina
tional thinking has replaced primitive Christianity, 
we see a growing parade of those who garnish the 
tombs of the prophets. From our most liberal univer
sities is flowing a steady stream of Restoration 
history. The same schools are dedicating rooms to 
house collections of books and journals by our breth
ren whose message they no longer believe. They con
duct Restoration forums and seminars to reinterpret 
the message of the fathers for a generation deaf to 
their plea. They talk much about Barton Stone and 
A. Campbell, David Lipscomb, James Harding and 
G.C. Brewer, but none of those men would be toler
ated on their faculties or in their pulpits. Those 
brethren who cling to the biblical principles enunci
ated by their fathers are viewed as obstructionists 
and incompetents, to be pitied and replaced with 
men of broader views. 

Thus the wheel of history continues to turn and 
men, too blind to learn, keep repeating the blunders 
of the past. Just how do your honor your prophets? 

10630 W. Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 

Introduce your congregation to the 
Firm Foundation. 
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Christians: 
Wage BaHie in Academia 

By Kyle Williams 

It's open-season persecution on secular university 
students who embrace Christianity- at least 
that's the picture portrayed in a recent Chris

tian Science Monitor article. The report followed the 
story of a Christian graduate student who enrolled in 
a secular West Coast school and faced the scorn of 
anti-Christian professors. Regularly, we hear these 
types of stories: traditional ideas facing the conde
scension and mockery of atheistic and agnostic elit
ism that possesses many secular schools. 

Of course, the stereotype laid against conserva
tive Christians is that of intolerance and ignorance, 
which seems to be borne out of the social factors of 
politics and colliding cultures. This great divide 
dominates the landscape of universities, high 
schools, political forums, and on and on. If anything 
could be said about the timeline of this divide, it 
would be that things are not getting better, that the 
divide is growing wider, and both sides hold mutual 
contempt. 

It gets very personal when the anti-Christian 
battleground reaches the public high schools and el
ementary schools. Understandably, the time has 
come when pulling a child out of public school at 
such an age is for the simple benefit of a grounded 
education. Yet, when it comes to higher education, 
what's the right course of action? Return to the 
Christian ghettos? Because that's really the choice 
taken by many Christian students. 

I guess it all comes down to the agenda of 
evangelicalism, to pursue either social or spiritual 
reformation. Such a question calls for a distinction 
between traditionally Christian ideas of morality and 
the radical departure of Christian spirituality. 

If the goal of evangelicalism is that of social and 
cultural reformation, then the Christian ghettos may 
be a welcome home. Gathering force on conservative 
campuses, conservative churches, conservative clubs 
and staying within the bounds of evangelical social 
circles- such would be the course of action for politi
cal groups. The name of that game is indoctrination 
and political campaigns to change public opinion. 

However, if the goal is a spiritual reformation, 
then the obvious choice is to meet the danger head
on, not with the end goal of advancing a social 
agenda, but rejoicing in the confidence of Christian 
spirituality. It's true that there is much danger in that 
choice, simply because too many Christians have 
given up their faith because of the ideas of some phi
losophy professor or the condescension of university 
science. Yet, here's the truth: Holding fast to Scrip
ture and faith, nothing can destroy the realities of 
Christian belief. 

For too long have we hidden behind the com
forts of Christian subculture, with our Christian mu
sic, Christian book publishing, Christian universities, 
and other Christian safe havens. While those may be 
good for a time to build each other up, it's also true 
that never facing up to the realities of depraved hu
manity and the marketplace of secular ideas leaves us 
in a wholly ignorant state. More than that, it leaves 
us in a place where we only cater to ourselves, where 
we're not living out the Gospel in godless places. 

If we refuse to attend secular universities for fear 
of the ideas of paganism and atheism, then we fail to 
regard the Gospel as having any power at all. And, if 
we continue this downward spiral of hiding out in 
our own subculture, then we reinforce the battle 
lines in this culture war, failing to reach out with the 
same love that was given to us when we were en
emies of God. 

[Kyle Williams is 15 years old and lives in a rural community 
in America's heartland. In addition to his weekly weekend 

column on WorldNetDaily, Kyle also has a daily blog at 
OklahomaC01tservative.com.] 
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(On Jan. 21, 2006 Julia Duin of the The Washington Times wrote the following article about President 
Bush's inauguration. It is worth repeating.) 

Take Time to Be Holy 

P
resident Bush mixed images of the Almighty. as 
a just ruler, as a judge, and as a freedom-lov
ing deity in a speech that surpassed his 2001 

inaugural address in references to God. 
Barely one minute into the 21-minute discourse, 

he said, "every man and woman on this earth has 
rights, and dignity, and matchless value, because they 
bear the image of the Maker of heaven and earth." 

A few minutes later, he addressed dictators with 
a quote from Abraham Lincoln: "Those who deny 
freedom to others deserve it not for themselves; and, 
under the rule of a just God, cannot long retain it." 

Four years ago, Mr. Bush, a born-again Method
ist, had referred to God in vaguer terms as a "higher 
power" and "author"; used such words as "demo
cratic faith"; and referred to a saying by Mother 
Teresa and the parable of the good Samaritan to bol
ster his doctrine of "compassionate conservatism." 

This time, he called Americans to the kind of 
character necessary in wartime and according to high 
standards of greatness and morality set by God. 

Last week, in an Oval Office interview with edi
tors and reporters of The Washington Times, he made 
it clear that his would continue to be a faith-based 
presidency. He said he couldn't see "how you can be 
president, at least from my perspective ... without a 
relationship with the Lord." 

That quote has become popular among Mr. 
Bush's evangelical base. For example, it was dis
played on two large screens Wednesday night at a 
Christian Inaugural Eve Gala at the Ritz-Carlton in 
Washington, according to Newhouse News Service. 

Although he steered clear of sectarianism yester
day, the president gave the nod to monotheistic reli
gions in a reference to American character, which, he 
said, is based "on integrity, and tolerance toward 
others." 

Not only is such character sustained by families 
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and "communities with standards," he added, but also 
"by the truths of Sinai, the Sermon on the Mount, the 
words of the Koran, and the varied faiths of our 
people." 

Mr. Bush included a reference to Islam four years 
ago when he mentioned "church [and] synagogue and 
mosque" in his first inaugural speech. Yesterday's cer
emonies coincided with Eid al Adha, an important Is
lamic holiday commemorating Abraham's willingness 
to sacrifice his son, who Muslims believe was Ishmael. 

In the speech, said to have been drafted chiefly 
by evangelical Episcopalian Michael Gerson, the 
president's retiring speech writer, Mr. Bush used bib
lical themes to plead for common, everyday service 
on the part of Americans. 

"Our nation relies on men and women who look 
after a neighbor and surround the lost with love," he 
said. ''Americans, at our best, value the life we see in 
one another, and must always remember that even 
the unwanted have worth." 

Americans have known "unity and fellowship" 
with each other during time of attack, he said, refer
ring to September 11, 2001. ''And we can feel that 
same unity and pride whenever America acts for 
good, and the victims of disaster are given hope, and 
the unjust encounter justice, and the captives are set 
free." 

The latter is a near-direct quote from Isaiah 61:1, 
in which the Old Testament prophet said the Spirit 
of God was upon him "to proclaim liberty to the 
captives." Jesus later applied those words to himself 
in Luke 4:18. 

However, the president rejected the idea of the 
United States as a "chosen nation," a biblical concept 
that the young country applied to itself more than 
200 years ago as it struggled against British tyranny. 
Like ancient Israel, those early Americans saw them
selves as having escaped an oppressor, crossed a large 
body of water, and established their own Promised 
Land. 

"It is human choices that move events," the 
president said. "Not because we consider ourselves a 
chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He wills." 

This was a switch from President Roosevelt's 



1941 inaugural speech on the eve of the United 
States' involvement in World War II, in which he said 
the nation was guided "by the will of God." 

Mr. Bush finished his speech with "May God 
bless you, and may He watch over the United States 
of America." 

The Rev. Luis Leon, rector of St. John's Episco
pal Church on Lafayette Square, gave the invocation, 
a:change from 2001, when the Rev. Franklin Graham 
filled in for his famous father, the Rev. Billy Graham, 
in giving the opening prayer. 

Mr. Bush's spiritual adviser, the Rev. Kirbyjon H. 
Caldwell of Windsor Village United Methodist 
Church in Houston, gave the benediction. 

"Respecting persons of all faiths," the clergyman 
said, "I humbly submit this prayer in the name of 
Jesus Christ." 

Mr. Caldwell prayed in the name of Jesus Christ 
four years ago during the benediction. 

The U.S. Marine Band followed up with "God of 
Our Fathers," a 19th-century hymn composed by 
Daniel Roberts. 

Mr. Bush swore his oath of office on the family 
Bible, which his father used during his 1989 inaugu
ration ceremony, ending with "So help me God," a 

phrase added by former President George Washing
ton. 

Holding the Bible was Supreme Court Chief Jus
tice William H. Rehnquist, who on Wednesday de
nied without comment California atheist Michael 
Newdow's lawsuit to prevent clergy-led inaugural 
prayers. 

Nearly every other president has included reli
gious flourishes in his inauguration speech. Only 
Theodore Roosevelt's 1905 speech and Calvin 
Coolidge's address in 1925 made no mention of 
God. All others, including Washington's 1789 ad
dress, at least invoked God in reverent but general 
terms. 

This morning, Mr. Bush and his family will at
tend an inaugural prayer service at Washington Na
tional Cathedral. 

GdBPO 

(Editor's note: we respectfully differ with the 
President on some points in the speech, but the thrust 
of his remarks is encouraging. It is good to have a 
leader who spends time in prayer and who still be
lieves that "we are endowed by our Creator with cer
tain unalienable rights. That among these are life, lib
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.") 

Christianity AHacked by ACLU 
By Thomas D. Segel 

T he cross was used by those who hated Chris
tianity, first to kill Jesus and then in an at
tempt to kill the faith. Today, the symbol of 

that same cross is so feared in secular society that 
their own "personal terrorist" has been sent to rip it 
away from the followers of Christ. 

This enemy has a name, and it is the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). Rooted in hate and 
communist philosophy, it cloaks itself in constitu
tional phraseology and the American flag. In reality, 
it remains faithful to seeking the destruction of 
American principles. 

Though it is bankrolled with an annual budget in 
excess of $100 million, the ACLU seldom attacks any 
entity with major influence and political power. In
stead, it wages warfare on small towns, cities of little 

wealth, school districts, and nonprofit organizations. 
It attacks them with threatened or actual litigation, 
often winning unwarranted settlements from public 
officials and organizations afraid of extensive court 
battles. 

The ACLU filed suit against a Pittsburgh school 
district to ban the reference of Adam and Eve in a bi
ology class. 

In Pennsylvania, a suit was filed to stop the 
teaching of "Intelligent Design," which points out 
that both evolution and creationism remain theories. 
Another Pennsylvania school district found itself in 
court when the ACLU filed against it for requiring 
students to learn more about the origination of man
kind than just the theory of evolution. 

Barrow County, Fla., was but one of more than 
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25 lawsuits filed by the ACLU to remove the Ten 
Commandants from public facilities. 

Litigation filed by the ACLU is pending in Kent 
County, M ich., against a charter school that allowed 
prayer and taught creationism. In Elizabeth, Colo., 
the Elbert County Charter School faces a suit de
manding that a ll references to Christmas be removed 
from school functions. 

Out in the Mojave Desert of Cali fornia, the 
ACLU attempted litigation to remove a memorial 
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cross from government land, where it had stood 
since 1934. 

T he ACLU brought the superintendent of the 
Baldwin, Kan., school district into court because he 
allowed a minister to explain the historical sign ifi 
cance of Christmas to an elementary-school class. 

No rice the pattern of these cases ... all are in are
nas where it is difficult for those charged to defend 
their positions. By the sheer power of having multi
million-dollar resources at irs disposa l, the "Anti 
Christian Liberties Union," as many religious groups 
call it, intimidates its foes and forces capitula tion. 

Absent from the ACLU's extended list of attacks 
on Christ are any attempts to take on those who 
might happen to have a stronger punch. For ex
ample, mi litary bases are all gove rnment property. 
They also have chapels, chaplai ns, and assorted reli
gious artifacts, and often display a variety of reli
gious symbols. Yet we don't read about the ACLU 
going after the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marines. 

It is said that the White House has a number of 
Christmas trees, and the first fami ly sent out thou
sands of Christmas cards containing quotations from 
the Bible. H ave there been any lawsuits filed by the 
ACLU against President Bush? 

I don't reca ll that leftist o rga nization taking on 
Congress for having a chap lain or holding opening 
prayer. I don't remember the "liberties" crowd tak
ing on the Supreme Court for its display of God's 
word. I didn't see the ACLU go after the Treasury 
Department because " In God We Trust" remains on 
our money. 

No, they work a lot like the enemies of the Bible 
we are fig hting all aro und the world. T hey attack 
those who seem too weak to fight and those without 
enough courage to stand up for what they believe. 

Sadly, those same governmental bodies and indi
viduals could be reaching out to other organizations 
dedicated to fighting the ACLU. 

The Alliance Defense Fund, the Liberty Counsel, 
the American Center for Law and Justice, the Ruth
erford Institute, and the Thomas More Law Center 
have all taken up the mantle aga inst the ACLU. If 
they hear about attacks on Christianity, they are 
more than willing to join the fight. 

Maybe more of those being attacked should put 
out the call for reinforcements. 

[Thomas D. Segel is a twice-wounded U.S. Marine Corps 
combat correspondent who retired after 26 years of service. 
(Wilson County News, 1012 C St., Floresville, TX. 78114)./ 

FF 



Bible and the Age of the Earth 
Bert Thompson 

Presents an in-depth discussion on the controversial 
topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, including 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
New Testament passages pertinent to this extremely 
important subject. 124 pgs., paperback ........ $6.50 

Case for t he Existence of God 
Bert Thompson 
This book is packed with evidence from nature 
regarding the existence of God. It examines 
evidences from both the Universe and man himself. 
Also includes discussion of morality as proof of 
God's existence. Great for someone who doubts 
that God exists. 200 pgs., paperback ........... $5.95 

Creation Compromises - 2nd ed. 
Bert Thompson 
A newly revised, thorough, well-documented 
refutation of attempts to reconcile uniformitarian 
geology with the Creation account. Dr. Thompson 
provides a solid foundation for the correct under
standing of Genesis, and critiques the Day-Age 
Theory, Gap Theory, progressive creation, and other 
forms of theistic evolution and old-Earth creationism. 
430 pgs., paperback .................................... $12.00 

Darwin's Enigma -
Fossils and Other Problems 
Luther Sunderland 
The author, at the request of the New York State 
Board of Regents, interviewed the curators of the 
world's most famous museums of natural history. 
You will be amazed at the candid admissions of 
these evolutionists as they explain, time and again, 
the lack of support for evolution provided by the 
fossil record. 193 pgs., paperback ......... ... .. $10.95 

In Defense of ... 
The Bible's Inspiration 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an examination of the Bible's claims for its 
own inspiration and the numerous evidences that 
establish it as the inspired Word of God, including 
the importance of divine revelation as well as the 
Scriptures' unity, historical/prophetic accuracy, and 
incredible scientific foreknowledge. 99 pgs., 
paperback .......................... ...... ...................... $4.95 

How Do You Know 
the Bible Is From God? 
Kyle Butt 
How do we know that God wrote the Bible? Does 
the Bible have errors in it? Where did the Bible 
come from? Answers to these types of questions 
can be found in this book for 4th-6th graders. 13 
chapters, professional artwork, charts, activity 
pages - an excellent for Bible class and 
homeschoolers. 30 pgs., hardbound ..... .. ..... $7.95 

~ 
The Truth Auout 

\IIU 

Please call for shipping costs. 

Investigating Christian Evidences: 
Bert Thom pson and B rad Harrub 

13-chapters with discussion questions - ideal for 
college or group studies. Topics: Evidence for exist· 
ence of God; inspiration of the Bible; responses to 
evolutionists' arguments; problem of evil, pain, suf
fering ; Sonship/deity of Christ; historicity of Genesis 
1-11 with heavily illustrated chapter, "Walking Amidst 
the Dinosaurs." Ending 2 chapters on what a person 
must do to be saved; the uniqueness and singularity 
of Christ 's church. 387 pgs. paperback .. .... $1 0.95 

Matter of Fact: A Look at More 
Evidence for Christianity 
Kyle Butt 
Using same format as Out With Doubt, this book 
looks at more Christian evidences, such as the 
biblical concept of faith, the Bible and archaeology, 
the laws of thermodynamics, and the consequences 
of belief. Interesting, easy-to-read style, A Matter of 
Fact gives teens materials they need to build a 
strong spiritual foundation and combat evolutionary 
error. 160 pgs., paperback ................. .. ....... .. $ 7 .95 

Refuting Evolution 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 
Creationist response to National Academy of 
Science's Teaching About Evolution and the Nature 
of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thou
sands of public school teachers, is an effort to 
saturate students with evolutionary concepts. This is 
a cogent rebuttal, examining the points in the NAS 
booklet: science and religion; natural selection; bird 
evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 
08951 2582, 143 pgs., paperback ................. $ 9.99 

Refuting Evolution 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 
The author goes to bat once again in Refuting 
Evolution 2. Aimed at the PBS television series 
"Evolution," Sarfati adroitly shows the fallacies of 
evolutionary theory, offering sound creationist 
interpretation of the facts. Also updated: creationist 
"arguments" such as the "plesiosaur" reeled in by 
the Japanese fishing boat, the peppered moths. and 
much more. Priceless resource for evolution debate. 
08905 13872,240 pgs., paperback ............. $ 12.99 

Scientific Case for Creation 
Bert Thom pson 
Presents scientific evidence supporting the biblical 
account of creation, including discussions on the 
creation/evolution models, operation science vs. 
origin science, the fossil record, genetics, law of 
biogenesis, thermodynamics, etc. 280 pgs., 
paperback, ..................................................... $ 5 .95 

The Truth About Human Origin s 
Brad Harrub and Bert Thompson 
This investigation of man's origins examines the 
fossil record, gender and sexual reproduction, 
language, the brain, mind and consciousness, skin 
color and blood types, etc. Each chapter presents 
an insurmountable obstacle for evolutionary theory, 
and discusses current scientific data that uphold the 
creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 
.................. ..................................... ............ .. $1 7 .95 
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(The lovable and ever faithful E. Claude Gardner, President Emeritus ofFreed-Hardeman University, sent 
the following article to me with the information that he had obtained permission from its author to print the 
piece in the Firm Foundation. The essay was written by Mack Lyon, founder and speaker for the excellent tele
vision program, In Search of the Lord's Way. Brother Lyon has preached the gospel for more than 60 years. His 
wise counsel in this article should be thoughtfully considered by every child of God - editor). 

Truth Is Fallen in the Streets 
Isaiah 59: 1-5, 14-15 

By Mack Lyon 

J
ustice is turned back, And righteousness 
stands afar off; For truth is fallen in 
the street, And equity cannot enter. So 
truth fails, And he who departs from evil 
makes himself a prey. 

I had a lot of respect for the late U.S. Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. I don't remember what state he 
came from or whether he was a democrat or republi
can; it doesn't matter. I used to see him on TV on 
those occasions when he was addressing the Senate 
on important issues. He seemed to me to make sense. 

In his 2004 book, "Why Courage Matters," 
Senator john McCain said of him that he coined the 
phrase "defining decency down" to criticize how 
American culture in the late twentieth century em
braced situational morality in reaction to increasing 
rates of crime and other social ills, rather than insist 
on the preservation of moral absolutes as the founda
tion of a functioning liberal society. ''America," he ar
gued, "avoided the hard choices such absolutes re
quire and had, disastrously, learned to tolerate such 
conduct previously stigmatized" (p. 13). 

If I should dare to try to speak for the man in the 
street or in the pew for that matter, I would say he 
has from little to no idea of the philosophical influ
ences that form the culture of which he is an inescap-
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able part. And I might add that, with all the pressing 
demands of his business, or his job, or his personal 
finances or health, his family's needs, etc., he prob
ably has very little interest in pursuing an in-depth 
study of postmodernism. 

However, while not going into detail, he must 
know Senator Moynihan's "defining decency down," 
remark was due to our national acceptance of a new 
secular world view. For example in 1969 sixty-eight 
percent (68%) of Americans rejected pre-marital sex 
as acceptable behavior. Less than a quarter of a cen
tury later, in 1992, fewer than one half that many, 
only thirty-three percent (33o/o) considered sex out
side of marriage unacceptable. Remember what 
Isaiah said? And here we are more than a decade 
later, and if the slide has continued at the same rate, 
it's probable that only one in four Americans find 
promiscuous sex unacceptable. 

"In january of 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court de
clared that a new right existed in the Constitution; 
namely, the right of a woman to have an abortion on 
demand ... " In 1980 Dr. C. Everett Koop, who be
came the U.S. Surgeon General, wrote in The Slide to 
Auschwitz, and is quoted in President Ronald 
Reagan's book, Abortion and the Conscience of the 
Nation, as saying that "Without going into all the de
tails, I expressed the concern that abortion of some
where between a million and two million unborn ba
bies a year would lead to such cheapening of human 
life that infanticide would not be far behind. "Well," 
he continued, "you all know that infanticide is being 
practiced right now in this country." Now, forty
seven to forty-nine percent of us believe killing little 
innocent, helpless pre-born and being born, un
wanted babies is a good idea - and a good thing 
for our country. "Infanticide, pedophilia, beverage 
alcohol, fornication, the homosexual lifestyle, gay 



marriages, gambling, dishonesty in business - and 
the list could go on and on - once forbidden, now 
have a strong growing acceptability. It's as Isaiah said 
of Israel, "Truth is fallen in the streets." 

It's a change from the Christian world-view to a 
secular world-view that's best described very simply 
as "pluralism" or "political correctness." It's the idea 
that there are no "absolutes." "There is no truth." 
According to a recent poll, two-thirds (66%) of us 
believe it. Among those between 18 and 25 years, 
72% say nothing is absolutely true. More than one
half (53%) of "evangelical Christians" believe there 
are no absolutes. The very statement - "there is no 
absolute truth"- is a statement of belief in an abso
lute truth. Virtually the same percentage (72%) of us 
who say, "there is no truth," (70o/o) also say the Bible 
is truly the word of God and is accurate in all it says. 
It's as Gene Edward Veith Jr. says in his book 
Postmodern Times. "To say it's true that nothing is 
true is intrinsically meaningless nonsense" (p. 16). 
Of course it is. If, indeed, there is no absolute truth, 
it is absolutely true that there is no absolute truth. 
Yes indeed. "Truth is fallen in the streets" in our 
times, too. 

Well, as I just quoted from Veith, more than half 
(53%) of evangelical Christians have adopted this 
view in religion. In so doing, they render the word of 
God, the sacred scriptures of no effect- meaning
less double-talk. And herein lays a great part of the 
problem of our "defining decency down." People 
who should be a part of the solution have actually 
become a big part of the problem. 

It's ridiculous, that some churches adopt the 
worldly philosophy that says "there is no absolute 
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truth," then profess faith in him who said, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life." It's as Paul said, they 
"exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and wor
shiped and served the creature rather than the Cre
ator, who is blessed forever. Amen" (Rom. 1 :25). To 
hold the idea that there is no truth, and profess faith 
in the Bible as the "word of truth" (as the Bible says 
in Ephesians 1:13) is senseless double-talk. Yet, it's 
acceptable belief in 21st-century, American-style 
Christianity. It doesn't matter what a person believes 
about God or Christ or the Holy Spirit or the church 
or the Bible or anything else; ... or it doesn't matter 
if or when or who or how a person worships just as 
long as he says he "believes in Jesus," I'm supposed 
to accept him as my brother. 

Add to those who've adopted that philosophy, 
those among us who really haven't bought into all 
that- well, the "go-alongers," the "don't rock the 
boat" people, the "don't make waves crowd," the 
"smooth-it-away" people, the advocates of toler
ance, and you can see why such an absurd idea has 
swept the country and even prevails in many 
churches. It may even be said it rules in many 
churches of Christ. 

The key to the successful advancement of that 
"different gospel" (as the apostle Paul called it in 
Galatians 1:6-7): "I marvel that you are turning 
away so soon from Him who called you in the grace 
of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another; 
but there are some who trouble you and want to per
vert the gospel of Christ." Well, the key to the suc
cessful advancement of that different gospel is "Tol
erance." Those who oppose the "defining decency 
down" morality and faith are supposed to just be tol
erant toward its advocates. But "tolerance" is not a 
Biblical word or idea. It isn't found in the Scriptures. 
It's sometimes mistaken for the fruit of the spirit, 
"longsuffering" or "patience." 

But, these are not synonymous with "tolerance." 
My Webster's Dictionary says the verb form of toler
ance which is "tolerate," means "to suffer to be or to 
be done without prohibition, hindrance or contra
diction." But when God urges "longsuffering" in 
Ephesians 4:1-2, (and other passages), He isn't say
ing Christians are to suffer evil to be, or to be done 
among them without prohibition, hindrance or con
tradiction, of course He isn't. Indeed, my friend, it is 
with us as it was with God's people in Isaiah's day; 
"Justice is turned back, and truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity (meaning integrity or uprightness) 
cannot enter (or prevail)." 
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What's the remedy to this "defining decency down" 
problem? I believe its New Testament Christianity. I 
believe it's the kind of faith taught in the Bible, 
which is the word of God. It's no longer "news"; it's 
being publicized in all the media, that American-style 
Christianity has rendered itself useless - even a 
joke, therefore, non-essential by its adoption of the 
posrmodernism of the secular intellectual society. We 
in churches of Christ can render ourselves useless by 
doing the same thing the denominations do. Twenty
first-century preaching is no t des igned to be infor
mative; it's to be amusing and entertain ing. Ortho
doxy or doctrine is frowned upon in modern 
churches, but "faith comes by hearing the Word of 
God" (Rom. 1:17). 

We in churches of Christ have been known as 
"people of the Bible." However, even some of us 
have now joined the choir to sing that we can't be so 
sure abour what the Bible says. For example, a mem
ber of the church wrote me awhile back to rebuke 
me for teaching in a TV program that "he who be
lieves and is baptized wi ll be saved" Oesus' own 
words in Mark 16:16). After all if the Lord chooses 
to save someone without his being baptized, as He 
did the thief on the cross, who am I, I am asked, to 
say people must be baptized to be saved. 

Here's another. A viewer (member of the church, 
mind you) wrote just recently: "Certainly abortion 
and gay marriage are important, but more so at the 
moment is unemployment, health-care and our 
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young men are dying for no good reason. When 
people have jobs and good health care," he contin
ued, "they don't need abortion." Indeed, my friend, 
"Truth is fallen in the street, And equ ity cannot en
ter. " Many of the people once known as "the people 
of the Bible," now find it offensive to be so ide nti
fied. 

IV 

What's needed today is some people - preachers, 
church leaders and members - with the courage of 
Elijah, who are not afraid or ashamed to meet the 
four hundred prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, then 
to say to God's people, "How long will you falter be
tween two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; 
but if Baal, follow him." Then notice the response of 
God's people: "But the people answered him not a 
word" (1 Kings 18:21). Is it any wonder Elijah then 
felt alone? Without an Elijah in the pu lpit today, all 
virtue (I mean morality, goodness, excellence) is ex
tremely fragile, mildly admired, and surrendered 
without a fight. 

I like the story John McCain tells of Bear Bryant, 
former football coach at the University of Alabama. 
Some of you know him, a good man and a great 
coach. McCain said, "Before the start of every game, 
Bryant wou ld walk his quarterback along the side
lines in silence for all but a moment of the ritual the 

' moment when he would turn to the young athlete 
and give him just two words of advice: 'Be brave."' 
Well, it's as McCain says, "It's pretty obvious why 
that wou ld be good advice to a quarterback. Be 
brave, because as you're coiled behind the center 
~cady to rake the snap, you're going to be looking 
mto the determined faces of several men, larger, 
stronger, and probably tougher than you, grunting 
oaths to do you grievous bodily harm. And when you 
touch the ball, they're go ing to have one thing on 
their minds: to slam you r body to the hard ground. 
And if they crush your bones in the process, that 
would be just fine, too" (pp. 39-40). 

Yes! "Be brave!" Every Christian will be called 
upon stand up for Christ - and truth - and righ
teousness. When that occasion comes to us, let Bear 
Bryant's words ring loudly in our ears: "Be brave!" 
I'm sorry, but most of us don't really believe in brav
ery. Oh, we admire it in our mil itary and firemen and 
policemen, but it isn't a virtue we've instilled in the 
hearts of the so ldiers of Christ. Really now, we'd 
much prefer them to be to lerant, and "go along and 
get along." McCain says in his book, "You can't win 



the battle if you don't attend the battle." We'd rather 
not attend. It's easier to sit in the comforts of a well
furnished home or office and fire off missiles via e
mail from a distance. All that is necessary for evi l to 
prevai l is for good men to do nothing - and say 
nothing. 

The Lord says to us today, "There will be false 
teachers among you, who wi ll secretly bring in de
structive heres ies, even denying the Lord w ho 
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruc
tion. And many wi ll fo llow their destructive ways, 
because of whom the way of truth shall be blas
phemed" (2 Pet. 2:1-2). Need I te ll you that those 
times have come? Who wi ll stand on the Lord's side? 
There's never been a time when Isaiah's words were 
more appropriate. "Justice is turned back, and righ
teousness stands afar off; for truth is fal len in the 
street, and equity cannot enter. So truth fails,- And 
he who departs from evil makes himself a prey." He 
does, my friend. He who will not just "go with the 
flow," the fe llow who dares to stir the tranquil wa
ters of politica l correctness, "makes himself a prey." 
Let him be prepared to be as Elijah was, ca lled a 
trouble-maker, or some other not-so-flattering name. 

When I committed my life to preaching the gos
pel of Christ, in my teen years, more than 65 years 
ago, I had to make some extremely tough choices; 
choices I hope you have never had to make. Those 
were some of the saddest, hardest days of my life. 
Memories of that night in November, I packed my 
few belongings in a cardboard suitcase and wa lked 
out into a co ld drizzling rain, never to live in my 
father's house again as his son, bring sorrow to my 
heart and tears to my eyes and down my face to this 
day. But, they're not tears of regret for my decision 
to preach the gospel. Oh, I've made a lot of mistakes 
in my life, for wh ich I ask forgiveness and prayers, 
but that was not one of them. I reso lved then, that 
whatever the cost, I w ill stand for what I, afte r 
prayerful study of God's Holy Word, know to be 
truth and righteousness. I have not changed my mind 
and I won't. No man or group of men, no matter 
what title they wear, posit ion they hold, or power 
they have, will ever force me to do otherwise. Some 
have tried, but all have failed. But, I've never had to 
stand alone. God has always stood beside me. And 
it's as Paul says in Romans 8:31, "If God be for us, 
w ho can be against us?" 
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Distortion Concerning Abortion 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

T he main argument for abortion is that 
women should have the right and the free
dom inthe use of their own bodies. Those 

who make this argument consider an abortion no 
more than the removing of a cyst or an unwanted 
blemish from the body. The answer to such an asser
tion is that an abortion does not take into account 
the rights of the unborn child. What freedom of 
choice does she or he, the unborn infant, have? 

Some courts consider an unborn baby more than 
a bodily blight. The Saturday, Feb. 12, 2005, Arkan
sas Democrat Gazette, page IB, under the headline, 
"Man guilty in slaying of wife, unborn child," re
ported as follows that the man was convicted "of 
two counts of capital murder in the Valentine's Day 
2004 slaying of his estranged wife and unborn 
daughter." 

On page 3A of the same paper was the report of 
a woman who had brought her own 8 pound 2 
ounce baby to the police station claiming that two 
people had tossed him from a moving car and sped 
away. The initial, immediate response of most people 
was horror that someone would abandon a child an 
hour after birth. When the truth became known con-
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cerning the unwanted baby, various people offered 
to help. The county officials reported that they 
"have been flooded with calls offering everything 
from teddy bears to college funds, and have even re
ceived requests to adopt the child." 

The first of the above two cases shows that the 
child in the mother's womb is considered a baby, 
otherwise the father could not have been charged 
with murder. The second shows that many people 
are offended when a newly born baby is abandoned, 
which baby some would fee l no remorse if the child 
was aborted, thus killed, a few months earlier. 

Those who think aborting their babies will re
lieve them of responsibility, consequences, and men
tal distress have nor considered that abortion will not 
give the freedom they desire. Peter wrote concerning 
those who promise freedom to people who violate 
God principles. "Promising them freedom while they 
themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a 
man is overcome, by this he is enslaved" (2 Pet, 2:19; 
NASB). Abortion might give the mother's body free
dom from the baby, but it most cases it does not give 
her mental and emotional relief. Women who can 
abort their babies without serious internal distur
bances have desensitized their consciences (1 Tim. 
4:2}. 

A Doctor's Evaluation 

The following medical advice appeared in the Arkan
sas Democrat Gazette, Tues., Feb. 17, 2004, 7 A, "QA 
Healthlines," by doctor Robert Rice, M.D. of the 
Rice-Lewis Clinic. H is answers and those of other 
medical professionals appeared in a question and an
swer section of the paper with this comment, 
"Healthlines segments are written by area medical 
professionals and are paid features." 

In the paper, the questions followed by Dr. Rice's 
comments are given under the heading, "Women and 
the Pains of Past Abortions." 

"Q. I had an abortion in my junior year of college. 
I've struggled with depression off and on, and lately 
it's been pretty tough. Is there a way to determine if 
my depression is related to the abortion? 

A. Certainly there is. Women who struggle with 



post-abortion stress often d isplay some of the fo llow
mg: 

1. They feel uncomfortable around babies or preg
nant women. 

2. Anxiety builds when they think about telling a 
loved one about the abortion. 

3. If the woman chooses to share the experience 
with others, she may fee l overwhelmed with anger 
and grief or guil t. 

4. Important relationships may become less inti
mate since the abortion. 

5. Some women become e motional discussing 
abortion as a politica l issue regardless of whether 
they are supporting or are in opposition to it. 

6. They often look at life in terms of "before" and 
"after" the abortion. 

7. A woman may look at herse lf d ifferent ly. 
8. She may have lost interest in her appearance in 

order to avoid involvement in another in timate re la
tionship. 

9. She may experi ence nightmares, fl as hbacks, or 
hallucinations, such as hearing a baby cry. 
10. There may be an increase or onset o f the use of 

alcoho l, d rugs, eating disorders, suicidal th oughts, 
and risk taki ng. 
11. Sexual promiscuity may have marked ly in

creased or there may be a Joss of desire for sexual in
tercourse. 
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12. The desire to have children may change: Either 
an anxious desire to have one ASAP, or loss of a 
former desire to have them. 
13. Around the anniversary date of either abortion 

or the due date of the aborted pregnancy: Depres
sion, anxiety, or cramping may occur. 
14. A woman's faith in God may have changed. She 
may fee l distant, unloved, fearful or angry with 
God." 

(onsequneces 

The above comments are made by a professional 
practitioner who has counseled those who have had 
abortions. His insights a re no t guesses but observa
tions and conclusions he has drawn from these coun
seling sessions. Even if not looked at from a biblical 
perspective, the emotional consequences, which 
many women have, speak against the wisdom of hav
ing an abortion. 

s·in has its distasteful consequences. Sin caused 
Adam and Eve to hide from God (Gen. 3 :8). David's 
sin was always before him (Psa. 51 :3). Judas commit
ted suicide (Matt . 27:5). Instead of freedom, sinful 
practices enslave Uohn 8:34). 

The remedy for abortion and suffering its conse
quences is to abs tain from illicit sex or for married 
couples to be ca reful to plan their parenthood. Abor
tion is not a woman 's right from God's perspective 
and is not the way to have mental and emotional 
freedom for women with good consciences. 
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Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use in high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 
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11Today in the City of David" 
By David H. Warren 

T oday we live in a pluralistic society where ev
ery viewpoint and opinion is valued, and, in 
society's view, every voice deserves to be 

heard. Such thinking has taken hold in nearly every 
facet of Western civilization in the last decade, but it 
has especially become true in the area of religion . In 
our society today, every religion, li ke every cu lture, 
has become important in its own right. Today in the 
eyes of many people, a ll religions share equal impor
tance, and no one re lig ion has a r ight to enjoy a 
privileged status above all the others . 

Many today rej ect the notion that one religion 
can be right and all others wrong. Their view is that 
everyone is right, and no one is wrong - unless it is 
the person who insists that he is right and that his re
ligion alone is true. Then perhaps that person, be
cause of his "exclusivist" and " judgmental" attitude 
toward other religions, wo uld be viewed as being 
wrong. Anyone who wou ld dare claim that Chris
tianity alone is the only true, valid religion and that 
all the others- the j ewish fai th, Islam, Hinduism, 
Shinto, Buddhism, and all the rest- are untrue and 
invalid would be chastised and rej ected by many in 
our society today for being too narrow minded or 
judgmental. 

Is One Religion Just as Good as Another? 

Would such an opinion be regarded as being too 
"narrow minded or judgmental" if it were in the 
realm of medicine? Suppose I were visiting a primi
tive tribe in the jungles of South America and fo und 
a child, fevered and ill from an infection that I knew 
could be cured only with antibiotics. Would I be an 
"exclusivist" or a "judgmental bigot" by insisting 
that the medicine man's treatment was invalid or 
wrong? Would I be too "narrow minded" if I told 
the family that there was only one known cure for 
their child's illness? Should we regard all med ical 
practices and treatments as valid and equal just be
cause they have been around for centuries? Is one 
"cure" in medicine always just as good as another? 

If this approach is not true in medicine, which 
concerns this life on ly, then why should we regard 
such an approach as being too narrow when applied 
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to religion, which concerns not only this life but the 
next as well? And yet an increasing number of people 
today would say that one religion is just as good as 
another. But there is something that distinguishes 
Christianity from all other religions today. 

Christianity Has a Savior 

Unlike all the other religions of the world, Chris
tianity is unique, for Christianity alone has a savior! 
Just over two thousand years ago, a child was born 
in the little town of Bethlehem. And this was no or
dinary child. There was something specia l abou t 
him. For you see, the Bible calls him "a savior." 
(Luke 2: 11) 

There is no savior in the Jewish faith. While 
some conservative jews today are still waiting for a 
messiah, most by now have given up on such an idea. 
There is no savior in Islam. The Koran never depicts 
Muhammad as being divine or sinless. He is nor de-
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picted as having laid down his life to save anyone 
from sin. There is no savior in Hinduism. There is no 
savior in the Shinto religion of japan. There is no 
savior in Buddhism. Only in Christianity do we find 
a savior for mankind. 

In fact the name jesus means savior, or more lit
erally "Yahweh is Salvation" (in Hebrew). When ex
plaining the significance of this name to joseph, the 
angel declared, "You shall call his name jesus, for he 
shall save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1 :21). 
Unlike all the other religions of the world, Chris
tianity stands out because it alone has a savior. 

Jesus Is the Only Savior 

Not only does Christianity differ from all the other 
religions in the world in that it alone has a savior, but 
the Bible affirms that he is the only savior. In 1 Timo
thy 2:3-6, Paul assured his young protege that God 
wants all men to be saved, but that this salvation can 
only come about through the "one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ jesus, who gave him
self as a ransom for all men." And before the great 
Sanhedrin, Peter declared that "There is no salvation 
in anyone else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved" (Acts 4: 12). 

There is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved. Christianity 
not only has a savior named jesus Christ, but he is 
the only savior. There is no other hope for the 
world. There is no other name. There is no other 
savior. 

Why Can't Someone Else Save Us? 

The Bible teaches that "the wages of sin are death" 
(Rom. 6:23) and that all of us have sinned (Rom. 
3:9-10, 23). Therefore, all of us deserve to die, not 
just physically but spiritually in being separated from 
God, the giver of all life. We cannot escape this inevi
tability, unless someone else dies in our place, not 
just physically (for we shall all die physically, barring 
the Second Coming in our lifetime), but spiritually. 

This explains why there is no savior today in Ju
daism. Long ago the jews rejected Jesus Christ as 
their savior. And so, as Jesus warned them in John 
8:24, unless they repent and accept jesus, all of them 
today will have to "die in their sins." Since they have 
refused Jesus and his offer, they must pay the penalty 
for their own sins. 

There can be no savior in Islam, for the Koran 
nowhere claims that Muhammad the prophet was 

sinless. Muhammad could not die for your sins or 
mine, because like all men (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 1:8-
1 0) he sinned. And since he had sinned, any death 
that he suffered could only be regarded as a penalty 
for his own sins. 

There is no savior in Buddhism. Now there re
ally was a man called Buddha. His real name in fact 
was Siddhrtha Gautama, and he lived about 5 63-
483 B.C. (the name Buddha means "Enlightened 
One"). As far as we know, Gautama the Buddha 
never claimed to ·be a savior. He was just a mere 
man. And as a man he sinned, so that any death that 
he suffered can only be reckoned as penalty for his 
own sins. 

But the Bible affirms in several places that Jesus 
Christ lived an entirely sinless life Uohn 8:46; 2 
Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22, 24; 1 John 
3:5; this was even predicted in Isaiah 53:9}. Every 
other person who has ever lived has at some point 
sinned and turned away from God, with the sole ex
ception of Jesus. He alone has lived a perfect life. 

And this is why only his death on the cross can be 
applied to you and me. For Jesus did not deserve the 
death that he died, since he had never sinned. There
fore, his death can be applied to our account before 
God. He can die in our place. For "God made him 
who knew no sin to be sin for us, in order that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Cor. 
5 :21). 

Jesus Is the Only Way to the Father 

In John 14:16, Jesus warned, "I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father ex
cept through me." I remember once hearing some
one say that this statement sounds pretty arrogant. 
Jesus is the only Way? the only Truth? the only Life? 

But does such a warning really reflect arrogance? 
On Sept. 11, 2001 amid the horrific events of that 
day, do you recall hearing that no one on the ninety
second floor or above escaped from the first of the 
twin towers of the World Trade Center to fall? There 
was simply not enough time. 

Suppose you were on the ninety-second floor 
that day. Confusion must have reigned, as smoke 
started to fill the rooms and everyone began to 
panic. Some were perhaps yelling that it was safe to 
take this elevator, but others warned of the fire fur
ther down and so insisted on another route. And 
then there were those who encouraged others to fol
low them down the stairs that were overcrowded 
with people in panic. 

March 2005 21 
Firm Foundation 



But let us suppose that suddenly you see the fig
ure of a man outside your window in the building. 
He is on an unbelievably long ladder. And as he 
comes crashing through the window with his axe, 
you immediately recognize the unmistakable helmet 
and the heavy, protective coat. He is a fireman, and 
he is coming to rescue you. You can almost make out 
his face through the smoke when you hear him say, 
"Everyone who wants to be saved must follow me." 

Would you think that he was being arrogant? In 
the midst of all the confusion, when one is yelling to 
take this elevator and another that or to exit down 
this stairway, what right does he have to speak so 
confidently and so exclusively, that there is only one 
way of escape? Would he have been exhibiting hu
mility by acknowledging that other escape routes 
were as valid as the one that he has provided when 
that was not true? Of course, we know the answers 
to those questions. 

Let Us Be Humble But Honest 

The Bible teaches that Jesus alone has come from 
God to the earth Uohn 1:14, 18). Like the fireman, 
only he is in a position to know for certain how any 
of us can be saved. Yes, we should respect the cus
toms and the differences of every culture in the 
world today. Each nation should cherish its own 
unique heritage. But just as we would not value 
equally every custom and practice in the realm of 
medicine, so we must not let the modernists among 
us force the church to acknowledge as valid every 
custom and practice in the realm of religion. 

Just over 2,000 years ago, a savior was born in 
Bethlehem, the city of David. Let us humbly be hon
est with our religious friends and neighbors. There is 
only one savior; Christianity is the o'nly true religion, 
and Jesus established only one church. 

Heritage Christian University 
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(This is another in a series on world religions - the purpose of which is to d emonstrate the superiority of 
Christ and the church.) 

Zoroastrianism 

Persia was settled about 1500 B.C. by Aryan 
tribes who settled in the southern portion of 
the plateau, while the Medes occupied the 

northwestern portion. The Persians were dominated 
by the Medes until Cyrus ascended to the throne and 
established the Persian Empire by defeating the 
Babylonians. Later Persia was defeated by Alexander 
the Great, whose empire was in turn to fall to the ris
ing power of Rome under Julius Caesar. Today Persia 
is known as Iran. 

Zoroastrianism was founded· in ancient Persia 
by the quasi-prophet Zoroaster. The doctrines 
preached by Zoroaster are preserved in his metrical 
Gathas (psalms), which form part of the sacred scrip
ture known as the Avesta. 

Basics of the Gathas 

The basic tenets of the Gathas consist of a mono
theistic worship of Ahura Mazda (the "Lord Wis
dom") and an ethical dualism opposing Truth (Asha) 
and Lie, which permeate the entire universe. 

All that is good derives from, and is supported 
by, Ahura Mazda's emanations: Spenta Mainyu (the 

22 March 2005 
Firm Foundation 

"Incremental Spirit," a creative force) and his six as
sisting entities, Good Mind, Truth, Power, Devotion, 
Health, and Life. All evil is caused by the "twin" of 
Spenta Mainyu, who is Angra Mainyu (the "Fiendish 
Spirit"), and by his assistants. Angra Mainyu is evil 
by choice, having allied himself with Lie, whereas 
Spenta Mainyu has chosen Truth. So, too, human be
ings must choose. Upon death each person's soul will 
be judged at the Bridge of Discrimination; the fol
lower of Truth will cross and be led to paradise, and 
the adherents of Lie will fall into hell. All evil will 
eventually be eliminated on earth in an ordeal of fire 
and molten metal. 

Sacred Books 
The followers of Zoroaster combined two religious 
systems. The first is outlined in the Gathas and is 
most probably Zoroaster's own; this is the monothe
istic worship of Wisdom and his emanations (includ
ing Asha). The second, describing a cult worshiping a 
Lord (Ahura) who is custodian of Asha, is attested to 
in a portion of the Avesta, the Liturgy of the Seven 
Chapters, composed after Zoroaster's death. 



Zoroaster's teaching is praised and revered in the 
later section; its religious outlook, however, in part 
combining earlier beliefs in Persia, is quite different 
from that of the Gathas. In the Seven Chapters, 
many natural objects and mythical creatures, as well 
as ancestor spirits, are worshiped, as in Hinduism. 

The ancestors of the Persians (the Aryans) and 
the invaders of northern India were of the same 
stock, and it may be assumed that they worshiped a 
number of similar deities. The Ahura of the Seven 
Chapters has wives, called Ahuranis, who are rain 
clouds and waters. Ahura is possessor of Asha. The 
sun is the "eye" of both deities, and the name of 
Ahura is at times joined to that of the god Mithra. In 
the Veda, the names of Mithra and Varuna are simi
larly joined. The Seven Chapters also revere Haoma 
(Vedic, Soma), a divinized plant yielding an intoxi
cating juice (perhaps the " filth of intoxication" 
against which Zoroaster warned). The worship of 
ancestors and nature spirits and other deities like
wise have Vedic correspondences. 

The Gathas and the Seven Chapters form part 
of the larger liturgy called the Yasna. This material il-
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lustrates the incorporation of the Aryan polytheistic 
paganism into Zoroastrianism - reflected by hymns 
to individual deities. Among these deities is Anahita, 
a fertility and river goddess probably borrowed (as 
was, perhaps, the custom of incestuous marriages) 
from the non-Aryan Elamites. The latest part of the 
Avesta was composed after the Greek conquest of 
Persia in the 4th century B.C., and is mainly a codifi
cation of ritual and law, somewhat similar in tone to 
the Old Testament Book of Leviticus. 

Basic Teaching of Zoroaster 

The original but now defunct religion of Persia in
volved worshiping sun, moon, stars, earth, fire, wa
ter, and winds, under various names. The gods of 
Persia were worshiped and sacrificed to under an 
open sky. They were mainly fire-worshipers and 
made sacramental use of an intoxicating beverage 
from the sacred Haomo plant. The sacrifice was ce
real or animal or both. 

Zoroaster is said to have been from a wealthy 
family of Aryan stock, and assumed the sacred thread 
at the age of 15. At the age of 20 Zoroaster went into 
seclusion. According to Greek sources, he kept si
lence for seven years and lived in a mountain cave. 
At the age of thirty he claimed to have received a rev
elation. 

A figure nine times as large as a man appeared 
before Zoroaster. It was the archangel Vohu 
Manah, who bade him lay aside the "vesture" 
of his material body, and, as a disembodied 
soul, mount to the presence of Ahura Mazda, 
"the wise Lord and Supreme being" (Religions 
of Man, p. 468). 

He began immediately to preach, but without 
success. Finally after many years of discouragement, 
he won Vishtaspa, an Aryan Prince, to his teaching. 
When Darius the Mede took control of Persia, he 
converted to Zoroastrianism, which caused both 
Medes and Persians to embrace the teaching of 
Zoroaster. The major tenants of Zoroastrianism are: 

Monotheism .. . Ahura Mazda was originally "the 
one supreme Lord Mazda" who created all things -
probably borrowed from Moses. Z oroaster insisted 
that it had been revealed to him by the archangel of 
Ahura Mazda that: 

Mazda made water and plants ... yoked swiftness 
to winds and clouds ... made light and darkness ... 
appointed sleep and waking ... made morning, noon, 
and night. Zoroaster is said to have said, "I strive to 
recognize by these things thee, 0 Mazda, creator of 
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all things through the holy spirit" (Early Zoroastrian
ism, Moulton, p. 367). 

Mazda expresses his will through a holy spirit. 
Though supreme, Mazda is opposed. Asha is 

Right or Truth and is opposed by Druj who is False
hood and Lies. The cleavage began at creation: 

Now the two primal Spirits are the Better and 
the Bad in thought and word and action ... 
And when these twain spirits came together in 
the beginning, they established Life and Not
life. At the last the Worst Existence (Hell) 
shall be to the followers of the Lie, but the 
Best Thought {Paradise) to him who follows 
the Right (Man,s Religions, Noss, p. 474). 

Each man's soul is the seat of a war between 
good and evil. Ahura Mazda gave man the freedom 
to determine his own actions. 

The monotheism of Zoroaster was changed over 
time and polytheism became popular with the people 
and a tenet of Zoroastrianism, which includes the 
following: 

Magic ... to counteract demons later Zoroastri
anism provided formulas - passages taken from the 
Gathas (Holy Books) for use as spells and incanta
tions. 

Libations of haoma-juice ... The twigs of a sacred 
plant (haoma) are pounded in a mortar, and mixed 
with milk and holy water, the resulting fluid is in 
part offered as a libation, and part is drunk by the 
officiating priest, who may give some of it to the 
worshiper. 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 o· 
2 Pet 2:20-22 ' 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Dead Bodies ... a corpse is the source of the 
greatest defilement. ''Anyone touching a dead body 
must immediately be purified as ablutions with wa
ter, or, in certain contingencies, with the urine of 
cattle. 

Creeping things . . . maggots, flies and ants are 
loathed. Magi kill hundreds of thousands of them as 
an act of piety. 

Fire Temples ... the worship of fire is central to 
Zoroastrianism. Some fire i~ especially holy and the 
most powerful fire is composed of sixteen different 
fires, all purified after a long and complicated ritual. 
For example, one such fire is obtained from the cre
mation of a corpse. A number of sandal wood logs 
are kindled from the cremation. Above the flame, a 
little too high to touch it, a metal spoon is held, with 
small holes in it, containing chips of sandal wood. 
When these ignite, the flame is made to kindle a 
fresh fire. This process is repeated 91 times, to the 
accompaniment of recited prayers. Other fires are 
obtained from flames kindled by a bolt of lightning, 
fire produced from flints, fires in idol-temples, dis
tilleries, and homes. Finally the 16 purified fires are 
bought together by priests into one urn, and placed 
in the fire-chamber of the temple. The worshiper, af
ter ceremonial cleansing by washing and prayer, goes 
barefoot to the fire, gives the priest an offering of 
sandalwood and money, and receives a ladle full of 
ashes from the fire, which he rubs on his forehead 
and eyelids. Bowing toward the fire, he offers 
prayers, and then slowly retreats backward to his 
shoes and goes home. 

Towers of Silence ... Corpses are defiling and not 
allowed to enter the earth ... nor fall into the water 
... nor be burned, lest they defile either land, water, 
or the flame. The dead body is placed in a Tower of 
Silence made of stone, open to the sky, so that birds 
of prey may feast on them. 

A Tower of Silence is a stone floor with a circular 
brick or stone wall around it. This is built with a pit 
in the center, and is in three sections - the highest 
section for men, the next for women, and the lowest 
for children. The corpse is brought into the tower by 
six bearers, followed by the mourners, all in white. 
The body is taken inside the Tower, laid in a shallow 
pit in its appropriate level, and partially uncovered 
by slitting of the clothes with scissors. As soon as the 
corpse-bearers leave the Tower, the vultures swoop 
down from their post of observation round the wall 
and in half an hour there is nothing left but the skel: 
eton. The corpse-bearers return after several days, 



and throw the dry bones into the centra l pit to 

crumble away. 
Final Judgment ... later Zoroastrianism developed 

a theory of world-ages each lasting 3,000 years. 
Zoroaster appeared at the beginning of the last of these 
ages and would be succeeded by three-savior beings, 
each appearing at intervals of 1,000 years. Zoroaster 
would be their father! It is said that Zoroaster's seed 
was being miraculously preserved in a lake in Persia, 
and at intervals of a 1,000 years pure virgins would 
mare there and conceive the great deliverers. 

Priest ... the Zoroastrians were driven our of Per
sia by the Moslems and settled in India. They often 

gather by the sea a t close of day to face the setting 
sun and adore for a few minutes the shining waters 
rolling in from the West. The ceremonial life of the 
Parsis (Zoroastrians in India) is regulated by the 
priesthood, which is hereditary and traces its descent 
to the ancient tribe of Magi; yet the ceremonies in 
the fire-temples a re not performed by them, but by a 
specially t ra ined class of priest call ed "mobids," 
whose ritual of initiation is very exacting and who 
keep themselves constantly purified by cleansing 
ntes . 
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Peter and the Papacy 
By E. Claude Gardner 

W hen Dr. Doug James became involved in a 
controversy in Mobile about Peter being 
the "rock" but no r the pope, he was 

questioned by a Catholic as to the origin of it. I re
ferred the matter to Dr. Willi am Woodson, a Greek 
scholar. Here is his characteristic thorough reply and 
it is appropriate that his response will be helpfu l to 

others who pursue the study of the papacy. His letter 
follows: 

229 Caperton Avenue 
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 38464 

M ay 12, 2003 
Doug James 
24 Lancaster Road Mobile, Alabama 36608 

Dear Doug, 
I received a letter from bro. E. C laude Gardner 

requesting in your behalf some information on the 
Greek language in Matt. 16:18-19 as related to the 
papacy. I am happy to help as I can. 

As I understand it, the main point I am asked to 

discuss is stated as follows: "The informative discus
sion by M r. James on the Greek word 'petros' ig
nores a critical fact: Jesus probably spoke in Aramaic 
to Peter, using the word 'kepha' - a substantia l 
rock" (Quotation from Stephen F. Brett, in newspa
per column). 

\t is interesting that Brett sh ifted from "a critical 
fact" to "Jesus probably spoke in Aramaic ... " This 

shows a serious weakness of his effort: (1) He cannot 
prove the language in which Jesus spoke was Aramaic 
and (2) he cannot prove Jesus used the word "kepha." 
His who le effort, however, depends on assumi ng 
these two supposed facts; otherwise, his case falls. At 
best, his effort rests not on fact ["a critical fact"], bur 
on ly on probability ["Jesus probably spoke"] and the 
probability is not stated quantatively, 90o/o probabil 
ity, 50o/o probability, or 10o/o probabi li ty. This shift 
from assertion to less than proof is very significant. 

Brett is seeking ro avoid the exegetical facts that 
in Mr. 16:18 two ve ry d ifferent words are used about 
"Peter" and "this rock." In the passage "Peter" trans
lares Petros and "this rock" translates petra. "Petros" 
as an appellative proper name signifies a rock, a 
stone, and "petra" signifies bedrock, rocky crags, or 
mountain ledges, in contrast w ith separate pieces of 
rock normally referred ro as "srone" (Louw-Nida 
Lexicon on "petra"). 

So, "Peter" [Petros], as a name, signified a small 
stone, a rock; and "upon this rock" petra was a large, 
massive crag or ledge of rock. One can easily see 
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these two Greek words are different in meaning and 
one, consequently, cannot identify the one with the 
other. This is the difficulty Brett faces and cannot 
move beyond by facts . 

This difficulty is before Brett, who attempts to 
solve it by an appeal to what he claims is "probably" 
the case. In more speci fic response, he makes an ap
peal to the probability Jesus spoke in Aramaic, etc., 
as noted. 

The discussion of these matters is of long stand
ing. I cannot do the requisite research and writing 
into all these areas, and you have not asked that of 
anyone. There is a book in the Freed-Hardeman Uni
versity Library that I read years ago and it has much 
of relevance to the matter. It is: H. Burn-Murdoch, 
The Development of the Papacy. Very possibly it is 
available by inter-library loan. 

Two other sources you might consider, although 
older than Burn-Murdoch's material. These are both 
by the same man, George Salmon (1815-1904), a 
teacher in the University of Dublin. The first book is 
The Infallibility of the Church and the second is In
troduction to the New Testament. Both make refer
ence to the topic under discussion. 
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A summary statement is about all I can provide; 
which I hope is helpful: 

In a compelling article on "Hebrew in the Days 
of the Second Temple" Uournal of Biblical Lit
erature, 79 [1960], 32-47), J. M. Grintz has 
offered several lines of evidence to show that 
Hebrew, rather than Aramaic, lay behind the 
Gospel of Matthew. A number of expressions 
in the Gospel can only be explained on the 
basis of Hebrew, where the Aramaic would not 
lend the same interpretation, such as the use of 
" Israel" (Aramaic regularly uses "the Jews"), 
"gentiles" (Aramaic has no word like goyim), 
"Canaanite" (Aramaic has no such word), 
" flesh-and-blood" for human being (Aramaic 
uses "son of man"), "Queen of the south" for 
"Sheba" (In Hebrew but not in Aramaic yemen 
means "south"; cf Yemen), etc. After a study 
of the references in Josephus, Grintz states: 
" ... Uosephus] means precisely wlrat he says: 
Hebrew and not Syrian [=Aramaic]' (p. 44)." 
He finally concludes "in the last days of 
the Second Temple, Hebrew was a living 
language. And it continued to be so seventy 
years later, though the destruction of Jeru
salem wreaked terrible havoc among the 
speakers of Hebrew. The final blow to Hebrew 
as a spoken language was a direct out
come of the disastrous wars of 132-35 C.E." 
(p. 47) . 

Well, I hope these thoughts are of help to you. 
You well understand that much more can be said on 
the whole topic of the truth of Roman Catholicism, 
and particularly this background claim of the Ara
maic background of Matthew. I think this material 
will be of some guidance for further study. 

Best wishes, 
sf William Woodson 

~ 
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Potpourri ... 
Allah Oil the Richter Scale 

{?:-The k iller wave that swallowed tens of thou
sands of Muslims was an act of Allah designed to 
punish the Christians. So went the convoluted logic 
of some Muslim imams in recent serm ons fro m Saudi 
Arabia to the Palestinian territo ries. 

If it we ren't for the diligent monitoring of Mus
lim clerics by the M iddle East M edia Research Insti
tute (MEMRI), Americans would be in the dark 
about the outpourings o f dangerous drivel fed to de
vout M usl ims gathered in mosques for Friday 
praye rs. Saudi cle ric Muha mmad AI-Munajiid ex
plained God 's tsunami punishment of Christi ans 
stemmed fro m "the Christian hol idays [that] are ac
companied by fo rbidden things, by immorality, 
abomination, adultery, alcohol, drunken dancing and 
revelry. A bell y da ncer costs 2,500 pounds a minute 
and a singer costs 50 ,000 pounds an hour, and they 
hop from one ho tel to another from night to dawn. 

"Then they spend the enti re night defying Allah. 
... At the height of immorality, All ah took revenge on 
these criminals .... Allah struck them with an ea rth
quake. He fi nished off the Richter scale. All nine lev
els gone." 

In the same vein, Sheikh Mudeiris, a t a Palestin
ian Friday sermon in Gaza, said: "When oppression 
and corruption increase, the law of equilibrium ap
plies. I can see in your eyes you are wondering what 
is the 'universal law of equilibrium.' This law is a di
vine law. If people are remiss in implementing God's 
law and in being zealous and vengeful for His sake, 
Allah unleashes his soldiers in action to take re
venge. " 

In Saud i Arabia, one of last year 's measures to 
counter mosque-genera ted vio lence was a ban on 
imams using the word " jihad," o r ho ly warri or. But 
the content hadn ' t changed much without the 
banned word. Saudi cle r ic 'Aed AI-Q arni told the 
worshippers: "Throats must be slit and skulls must 
be shattered. T his is the path to victo ry." 

He was reacting to the death of a bro ther "killed 
by the 'oiotheiS of apes and pigs, t he murderers of 
the prophers." In case there was any doubt, he was 
referring to the Jews of Israel. 

Imam AI-Qani went to explain the "idolatrous" 
people of Vie tnam, Cambodia and South Africa, "na
tions with no calling or divine law make sacrifices ... 
in people, blood and souls . All the more reason we 
should too, the nation of Islam" (NewsMax.com, 
Jan . 15, 2005). 

(We repeat, a thousand Muslims died in the tsu
nami for each Christian who perished - but accord
ing to Islam, tsunamis punish Christians.) 

Court Questions Bigamy Law 
!?:-SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - Utah Supreme 

Court justices pounded state attorneys with ques
tions Thursday in a convicted polygamist's appeal, 
suggesting at least some doubt over the state's 100-
year-plus ban on the practice of plural marriage. 

Rodney Holm, a former police officer in the po
lygamous community of Hildale, was convicted of 
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bigamy and illegal sex with a teenage girl that he had 
taken as a third wife . His lawyer, Rodney Parker, ar
gued Wednesday that polygamy is essential to 
Holm 's religion, and barring him from practicing it 
violates his First Amendment r ights. 

Polygamy is among the teachings of Mormon 
church founder Joseph Smith. But the practice was 
abandoned by the mainstream Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1890 as the Utah terri
tory sought statehood. 

Still, it remains a prickly issue. It's believed that 
tens of thousands in Utah and more than 30,000 
across the West continue the practice, which the reli
gion canonizes as the highest form of religious exal
tation. 

Many of them are members of the Fundamenta l
ist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, who 
live in the isolated twin border towns of Hildale and 
Colorado City, Ariz. 

Justices grilled Assistant Attorney General Laura 
Dupaix on the constitutionality and fairness of 
Utah's bigamy law, which C hief Justice Christine 
Durham said could be endangered by a 2003 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision striking down statutes 
against gay sex as a violation of an individual's right 
to sexual privacy. 

Testing the Faith 

@In another blow to the "Philly 5"- the Phila
delphia Christians facing possible 4 7 year jail terms 
for evangelizing at a homosexual event - a fede ral 
judge has refused a request to stop the local prosecu
tion of the group. 

According to the American Family Association 
Center for Law & Policy, which is representing the 
Christians on the federal level, Tucker denied the re
quest for relief last week, saying the Philly 5 had " in
sufficient evidence .. . regarding why any of the de
fendants would want to stifle their First Amendment 
rights. " 

The group's attorneys had presented as evidence 
their clients' First Amendment rights were violated 
by the fact that Assistant District Attorney Charles 
Ehrlich told an earlier court proceeding the Chris
tians' religious speech was "hateful, disgusting, des
picable words," and "fighting words." 

A group of 11 Christians was "preaching God's 
Word" to a crowd of people attending the Philadel
phia "OutFest" event and displaying banners with 
biblical messages (WorldNetDaily.com, Feb. 4 , 
2005). 
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Animal Rights 
!9>Ward Churchill, the embattled University of 

Colorado professor who prompted a national furo r 
by condemning 9-11 victims as "little Eichmanns" 
and praising the terrorists for thei r "gallant sacri
fices," later endorsed violence against people in
volved in the meat industry. 

In a forewo rd to the book Terrorists or Freedom 
Fighters: Reflections on the Liberation of Animals, 
Churchill expands his Nazi comparison to modern 
medical researchers and meat compan ies. 

"To assault the meatpacking industry," Ward 
Chu rchill writes, " is to mount a challenge to the 
mentality that allowed well over a million dehuman
ized humans to be systematically slaughtered by the 
SS in eastern Europe during the early 1940s, and the 
N azis' simultaneous development of truly industrial 
killing techniques in places like Auschwitz, Sobibor 
and Treblinka." 

Churchill contends groups like the Animal Lib
eration Front and Earth Liberation Front haven' t 
gone far enough in defending "animal rights." He 
claims that drawing a " line in the tactical sand" that 
embraces "property damage" but excludes murder is 
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"arbitrary" - and again invokes Eichmann: "Given 
the opportunity to do either in, say, 1942, would it 
have been more effective/appropriate to have 
torched the office of Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi bu
reaucrat whose peculiar expertise made an orderly 
implementation of the Final Solution possible, or to 
have eliminated Eichmann himself? The answer need 
not be rendered as an abstraction." 

Tuesday, Colorado Gov. Bill Owens urged the 
university to fire Churchill. And the state House 
passed a non-binding resolution yesterday calling his 
comments "evil and inflammatory" (Feb. 5, 2005, 
WorldNetDaily.com). 

Tsunami - .Help? 
!9>Both the U.N. and Madonna seem to have 

come up with some unique assistance for the tsunami 
disaster victims. 

The U.N. is sending condoms while Madonna is 
sending Kabbalah Water. 

As Michael Reilly reported for NewsMax, the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA) recently 
bragged that "free condoms are among the first re
productive health supplies to reach people caught in 
a crisis situation ... UNFPA provides both male and 
female condoms in emergencies." 

Dumbfounding 
{9lARVADA, Colo. (AP) -A 40-year-old Arvada 

woman who police say wanted to be seen as a, "cool 
mom," is suspected of supplying drugs and alcohol 
to high school boys, and having sex w ith them. 

Sylvia Johnson faces charges of sexual assault 
and contributing to the delinquency of a minor. 

Police say she had parties for the boys almost ev
ery week between October 2003 and October 2004. 
She's accused of giving them marijuana, metham
phetamine, and alcohol. 

Secretory Tolces Stand 
{9iSecretary of Education Margaret Spellings, in 

her first day on the job, told Public Broadcasting Sys
tem official~ that a cartoon promoting the homo
sexual lifestyle should not be broadcast on their tax
supported stations. 

She said that many parents would not want their 
children exposed to the homosexual lifestyle. 

A spokesman for PBS said that the government
funded network had agreed not to air the cartoon. 
"Postcards From Buster" shows the title character, an 
animated bunny, on a trip to Vermont, a state that 
'i.~'i:.~gnizes homosexual civil unions. The episode in
cluded two lesbian couples. 

Spellings told PBS (1) that her department's seal 
or any statement linking the department to the show 
be removed, (2) that PBS notify its member stations 
the nature of the show, and (3) that a refund "in the 
interest of avoiding embroiling the Ready-to-Learn 
program in a controversy that will only hurt it." 

Secretary Spellings has been ridiculed in the me
dia and bombarded by the homosexual community 
because of her stand. The Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation's largest homosexual activist organization, 
blasted Spellings for criticizing the episode (Ameri
can Family Association). 

Lile and Death 
!91 A Chicago judge has ruled that an embryo mis

takenly discarded by an Illinois fertility clinic was a 
"human" and its parents can sue under the state's 
wrongful death law. 

Circuit Court Judge Jeffrey Lawrence ruled "a 
pre-embryo is a 'human being' within the ... Wrong
ful Death Act and that a claim lies for its wrongful 
destruction whether or not it is implanted in its 
mother's womb." 

The plaintiffs, Alison Miller and Todd Parrish, 
sought fertility services from the Center for Human 
Reproduction and successfully created one fertilized 
egg. A clinic worker later discarded it " in error." 
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"Somebody just threw out the stuff," says James 
Costello, an attorney for Miller and Parrish. "They 
were shocked, of course, when it happened (Feb. 6, 
2005, WorldNetDaily.com). 

School Boards Push on Against lvolution 
§ABSTRACT - School districts in Dover, Pa., 

and Cobb County, Ga., press ahead with their chal
lenges to the teaching of evolution in their public 
schools; Dover school board has an administrator 
read one-minute statement to ninth graders in biol
ogy saying that evolution is not fact and offering a 
different approach called intelligent design; believers 
in intelligent design hold that life is so complex, a 
creator had to be behind it, a position that critics say 
has no basis in science; ninth-grade science teachers 
in Dover refuse to read statement to their students; 
Cobb County school board votes to appeal federal 
court order to remove from textbooks a sticker that 
says evolution is "a theory, not a fact." 

lreefall of the American University 
0 A new book, Freefall of the American Univer

sity: How Our Colleges Are Corrupting the Minds 
and Morals of the Next Generation, by Jim Nelson 
Black, presents an alarming, thoroughly researched 
account of how today's universities are indoctrinat
ing students with flagrant liberal agendas and what 
must be done to make them institutions of truth, 
honor, and integrity once more. 

It's happening in colleges all across the country. 
Instead of being educational institutions designed to 
encourage the free discussion of ideas, universities 
have become prisons of propaganda, indoctrinating 
students with politically correct (and often morally 
repugnant) ideas about American life and culture. 

This book exposes the liberal bias in today's uni
versities, providing hard evidence, in clear and unim
peachable terms, that shows how today's colleges are 
covertly and overtly proselytizing with leftist slants 
on sexuality, politics, and lifestyles. 

Black dares to name names and provide specific 
and credible insights from faculty members, adminis
trators, professional observers and analysts who have 
witnessed and chronicled the intellectual and ethical 
collapse taking place within the academy. 

Gay Marriage light Heads to California 
gAP -SANTA ANA, Calif. -The legal fight 

over same-sex marriage has shifted to Southern Cali
fornia now that a lawsuit filed by a gay couple from 
suburban Orange County is the only remaining chal
lenge to the federal Defense of Marriage Act. 

3 0 ~:~c~ound~~~~ 

Christopher Hammer and Arthur Smelt plan to 
be in U.S. District Court on Thursday as their attor
ney argues that the federal law, as well as California's 
Proposition 22, are violations of civil rights akin to 
slavery or denying women the right to vote. 

California recognizes only marriages between a 
man and a woman, and the Defense of Marriage Act 
allows states to disregard gay marriages performed in 
other states and (oreign countries. 

The hearing comes two days after gay couples in 
Florida decided to drop similar lawsuits. 

"Certainly, eyes are going to be focused on this 
particular case," said Matthew Staver, president of 
Liberty Counsel, an opponent of gay marriage in
volved in some 3 0 cases nationwide. 

Government to Churches 
OAt a meeting of the Liberal caucus last week in 

Fredericton, New Brunswick, Foreign Mfairs Minis
ter Pierre Pettigrew was asked what he thought about 
the plans of some Quebec churches to speak out 
against the government's same sex marriage legisla
tion. Pettigrew indicated that he didn't think that the 
government and the churches should get involved in 
each other's affairs. 

This is not the first time that the Canadian gov
ernment has attempted to bully or threaten the 
churches. Recently, the Canadian Customs and Rev
enue Agency (CCRA) threatened to withdraw the 
charitable status of churches if they speak out on 
"political issues" such as gay marriage. While tax ex
empt status is conditional upon not having a political 
purpose, the churches were warned that since same 
sex marriage was now a political issue, the churches 
were risking their status if they spoke out about it. 

Pettigrew's statements, uttered on behalf of the 
government of Canada, was Christian-bashing pure 
and simple. Church leaders have no right to express 
their opposition to the government; they are second 
class citizens (Canada Free Press). 

llementary Students fry to Hijack School Bus 
OThree 11-year-old boys and a 10-year-old girl 

tried to hijack their school bus near Punxsutawney. 
State police said the four hatched the plot. Just 

after 8 a.m., one of the boys pulled a knife from a book 
bag and held it near another student. He demanded 
driver Janet McQuown, 52, stop and get off the bus. 

A police news release says she pulled over along 
Pine Tree Church Road in Oliver Township and "the 
knife was removed from the juvenile's possession." It 
doesn't say how. 



The bus, with the hijackers and about 40 other 
children, arrived safely at Mapleview Elementary, 
where the unnamed offenders were taken into cus
tody (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette - we are indebted to 
Elvin DeShazo for calling this piece to our attention). 

Ban Stands on Gay Adoption 
OThe U.S. Supreme Court declined without 

comment to hear a challenge to a 1977 Florida law 
that prevents homosexuals from adopting children. 

The rejection means that Florida's uniquely 
worded law - "no person eligible to adopt under 
this statute may adopt if that person is a homo
sexual" - will stand. 

It dashes hopes by homosexual rights groups that 
the high court would review the state law, which 
clearly discriminates against homosexuals. 

The three Florida cases involve homosexual men 
who are foster parents or guardians and are seeking 
the right to adopt the children in their care (The 
Washington Times). 

Tough lines lor Indecency Proposed 
OTwo Republican lawmakers have proposed fed

eral legislation to increase indecency fines for televi
sion and radio broadcast stations. 

Rep. Fred Upton of Michigan and Sen. Sam 
Brownback of Kansas proposed this week raising 
fines to as much as $500,000 and to require the Fed
eral Communications Commission to consider re
voking a station's license after three violations. 

Brownback also introduced a measure elevating 
fines to as much as $325,000 for a single violation 
and $3 million for continuing violations (Jan. 29, 
2005, WorldNetDaily.com). 

fvolution Watch 
OThe career of a prominent researcher at the 

Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History 
in Washington is in jeopardy after he published a 
peer-reviewed article by a leading proponent of in
telligent design, an alternative to evolutionary theory 
dismissed by the science and education establishment 
as a tool of religious conservatives. 

Richard Sternberg says that although he contin
ues to work in the museum's Department of Zool
ogy, he has been kicked out of his office and shunned 
by colleagues, prompting him to file a complaint 
with the U.S. Office of Special Counsel. 

Sternberg charges he was subjected to discrimi
nation on the basis of perceived religious beliefs. 

According to Sternberg's complaint, which is 

being investigated, one museum specialist chided 
him by saying: "I think you are a religiously moti
vated person and you have dragged down the pro
ceedings because of your religiously motivated 
agenda." 

His trouble started when he included in the Au
gust issue a review-essay by Stephen Meyer, who 
holds a Cambridge University doctorate in the phi
losophy of biology. 

Meyer's article, "The Origin of Biological Infor
mation and the Higher Taxonomic Categories," cites 
mainstream biologists and paleontologists from 
schools such as the University of Chicago, Yale, Cam
bridge and Oxford who are critical of certain aspects 
of Darwinism. 

Meyer - a fellow at Seattle's Discovery Insti-
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tute, a leading advocate of intelligent design- con
tends supporters of Darwin's theory cannot explain 
how so many different animal types sprang into ex
is~ence during the relatively short period of Earth 
history known as the Cambrian explosion. 

He argues the Darwinian mechanism would re
quire more time for the necessary genetic "informa
tion" to be generated, and intelligent design offers a 
better explanation. 

The journal notes Meyer's piece is the first peer
reviewed article to appear in a technical biology jour
nal laying out the evidential case for intelligent design. 

The theory holds that the complex features of 
living organisms, such as an eye, are better explained 
by an unspecified designing intelligence than by ran
dom mutation and natural selection (WorldNet.com, 
Jan. 29, 2005). 

Persecution 
@BAGHDAD, IRAQ (BosNewsLifeNOA) -

Iraqi Christians have become targets of attacks by ban
dits and Muslim militants, but many continue to 
risk injury, and death, to attend church services. 
While gunshots can be heard in the distance, hun
dreds of Iraqi Christians can be seen singing songs 
about Jesus Christ, who, they say gives them hope 
in a country devastated by war and decades of dicta
torship. (For the sound report paste into your browser 
http://www.voanews.com/english/Archive/a-2003-
09-11-5-Iraqi.cfm.) 

To get to church, believers race through the streets 
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every Sunday, fearing attacks by Muslim extremists 
who have targeted Christian-owned shops, and Chris
tian women who do not wear head scarves. Among 
the worshipers are men who survived the horrors of 
the front lines when they were forced to serve in the 
army of Saddam Hussein. Some even want the former 
Iraqi leader to visit their church, so he can, in their 
words, receive forgiveness for his sins. 

Methamphetamine - National Scourge 

OCHICAGO - Already known as a rural 
scourge, methamphetamine is becoming a problem 
in a number of U.S. cities. 

Rehabilitation centers are seeing an uptick in the 
number of women meth addicts, while officials in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul say they're treating an alarming 
number of meth users younger than 18. 

Experts who track urban drug trends for Na
tional Institute on Drug Abuse are meeting this week 
in Long Beach, Calif., to present their findings. Some 
have noted a big jump in the use of meth - particu
larly in its potent crystal form - in the past six 
months to a year. 

Methamphetamine -long a problem on the West 
Coast - made its way across the country in the last 
decade, often taking hold in rural areas, where it's 
usually made because the process creates a noticeable 
stench. Increasingly, drug enforcement officials say 
that mass quantities are also being shipped cross coun
try from "super labs" in the Southwest and Mexico. 

Experts say the drug started to catch on in urban 
areas in the club and rave scenes and sometimes 
among particular populations, such as homosexual 
men. That's been the case in such cities as Washing
ton, D.C., and Chicago, says Thomas Lyons, a re
search associate with the Great Cities Institute at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. Often, he says, 
meth use has been associated with increases in sexu
ally transmitted diseases, including HIY. 

Claire Sterk, an Emory University professor who 
tracks Atlanta's numbers for NIDA, says that while 
meth users there have traditionally been white, there 
are early signs that meth is making its way into the 
city's black and Hispanic communities. Experts in 
other cities also have noted that some young women 
are using methamphetamine as a way to lose weight. 

The fear is that meth will catch on with a new 
generation of kids who haven't heard about it. 

But in some cases, that's already happening, says 
Dr. Rob Garofalo at Children's Memorial Hospital 
in Chicago. 



"It's the drug that makes me cringe the most," 
says Garofalo, who's come across a growing number 
of meth users among the patients he treats at the 
hospital's clinic for older youth. 

At first, he says, these young meth users see the 
drug as a "brightener" - one that helps them con
centrate, stay up for hours and feel in control. In 
time, however, users become increasingly paranoid 
and aggressive. 

It's also highly addictive - "such a slippery 
slope," Garofalo says. "You can't just dabble in crys
tal meth" (The Associated Press). 

Rare Sex Disease 
!</J A rare sexually transmitted disease that can 

scar the genitals has been found in two patienrs in 
New York, and the strain is the same as that recently 
detected in Europe, the city's health commissioner 
said Wednesday. 

Lymphogranuloma venereum, or LGV, is a form 
of chlamydia that can damage the bowels and scar 
the anus. Among the few patients that have been 
identified in the United States, most also had the 
AIDS virus, Health Department Commissioner Tho
mas Frieden said at a news conference. "We know 
LGV increases the risk of the spread of HIV because 
it causes ulcers and bleeding," he said. 

Frieden said the federal Centers fo r Disease Con
trol and Prevention earlier confirmed three LGV cases 
in San Francisco and one in Atlanta. He said gay and 
bisexual men were urged to abstain from sex or limit 
their number of sex partners and use condoms (Re
printed from NewsMax.com, Feb. 2, 2005). 

Adelphia Goes Porn 
t9Hraditionally prudish Adelphia Communica

tions has dipped into a bucket of slime and come up 
with a menu of XXX porn for California viewers. 

"People want it, so we are trying to provide it," 
Adelphia spokeswoman Erica Stull told the Los An
geles Times. "The more Xs, the more popular." 

She added, however, that the programming 
would not be advertised and could be blocked to 
prevent children from watching. 

This is the same Adelphia that created a storm of 
local controversy only five years ago when it 
dropped "Spice" - a popular soft-porn channel -
from cable systems it had just acquired, because 
Adelphia founder J ohn Rigas considered X-rated 
programming immoral. 

.Adelphia's plunge into the sewer is recognition 
of the sickening popularity of porn. "It's scary how 

much money is made on porn," Tim Connelly told 
the Times. Connelly is editor and publisher of Adult 
Video News, an industry trade magazine that esti
mates that when strip clubs, magazines, the Internet, 
TV and DVDs are included, porn is a $1 0-billion in
dustry. "That's more than Hollywood makes at the 
box office," he explained. ''And it just grows and 
grows and grows. It's mainstream now" (Reprinted 
from NewsMax.com, Feb. 2, 2005). 

Judges Gone Wild 
t9lWith the public rise of the values voter, efforts 

against judicial activism have also been gaining 
ground. One person likely to find himself at the center 
of this debate is U.S. District Judge Gary Lancaster. 

Late last week, however, Judge Lancaster dis
missed United States v. Extreme Associates, declaring 
federal obscenity statutes unconstitutional and toss
ing out three decades of Supreme Court precedent. 

The case centered on two pornographers, Robert 
Zicari and his wife, Janet Romano, who produce and 
sell hard-core sex videos depicting the rape, mutila
tion and murder of women. Shortly after appearing 
on a 2002 Frontline documentary, Zicari and 
Romano found themselves and their company, Ex
treme Associates, under federal investigation for 
posting obscene video clips online and sending ob
scene videos to an undercover postal inspector. 

The issue was not whether or not the videos 
were obscene. The defense apparently didn' t dispute 
this. Their argument was that if Americans have the 
right to possess obscene material in their home, 
which the Supreme Court affirmed in Stanley v. 
Georgia, there must also be a correlating right to 
transport or distribute such matter to the home. 

Judge Lancaster agreed. He wrote: "We find that 
the federal obscenity statutes burden an individual's 
fundamental right to possess, read, observe and 
think about what he chooses in the privacy of his 
own home by completely banning the distribution of 
obscene materials." 

Drawing heavily from the Supreme Court's 
Lawrence v. Texas decision overturning that state's 
anti-sodomy laws, Lancaster argued that all morality 
must now be divorced from the legal square 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Jan. 29, 2005) 

Straight Pride Week 
til Pride week on campus is not just for homo

sexuals anymore. A group of College Republicans at 
the University of Central Oklahoma is gearing up for 
what it calls "Straight Pride Week." 
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"The general gist is that if you are a straight stu
dent on campus be proud, be loud, this is your time 
to shine," College Republican Kyle Houts told 
KOCO-Tv. 

Already posted around the Edmond, Okla., cam
pus are fliers reading, "We're here, we're conserva
tive, we're out" Uan. 29, 2005, WorldNetDaily.com). 

feen Sex Research 
t91Teen sex research at a news briefing presented 

by the Alan Guttmacher Institute shared study results 
which found that: 

• 8 8 percent of adolescents who take pledges to 
remain virgins until marriage break the pledges. 

• Virginity pledges delayed first sex an average of 
about 18 months for adolescents ages 14 to 16. 

• Teens taking virginity pledges have the same rates 
of sexually transmitted diseases as teens who don't. 

• Teens with positive attitudes about contracep
tion are less likely to become pregnant. 

• Of girls under 18 who were surveyed at family 
planning clinics, 60 percent said their parents knew 
they were using the clinics for sexual health services; 
3 9 percent said they voluntarily told parents; 24 per
cent said parents suggested they use the clinics. 

• Of all teens, 18 percent said they would have 
unsafe sex if parental notification were required for 
prescription contraceptives. 

• Of teens whose parents were unaware of their 
clinic visits, 26 percent said they would have unsafe 
sex if there were such a law. 

• Of teens whose parents were unaware, 1 per
cent said they would stop having sex if there were 
such a law (Sources: Researchers Peter Bearman of 
Columbia University and Rachel jones of the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute). FF 

A Cuban Cry for Justice 
By Oswaldo Paya 

H AVANA- I once asked a visiting Chilean 
friend what he thought of Havana. "Well, 
it's an impressive city," he replied, "but it 

gives the impression of having been evacuated 40 
years ago by people who when they return will find 
it frozen in time and in ruins." 

Havana has become a giant slum, but as we cel
ebrate the 400th anniversary of the city's founding, I 
feel obliged to raise my voice in its defense. 

A Catholic mass was celebrated when the city 
was founded. That attests to the roots of Havana and 
of the Cuban nation, which in recent years have been 
culturally and spiritually ransacked. Cuba has under
gone a forced de-Christianization, one that has anni
hilated its institutions and profaned its houses of 
worship, converting many of them into centers of 
persecution and apostasy. 

One must grasp the full dimensions of this pil
lage to understand how Cubans have been relegated 
to almost slave status in their own country while for
eigners go about with great privilege. 

The government might as well post a sign: "Citi
zens of Havana, this is not your city. It is a play
ground for foreigners. You are merely background. If 
your skin is black or you are shabbily dressed, be ad-
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vised that any policeman may ask for your papers. 
Your money is worthless. Press your face against the 
glass and watch the outsiders who, by despotic de
cree, are now your superiors." 

Prostitution is one manifestation of this tyranny. 
The problem is so rife in Havana today that many 
tourists (and some police officers) treat all Cuban 
women as if they were prostitutes. This is possible 
and tolerated only because all Cubans are denied the 
human rights associated with civility. 

Precisely because the neo-colonialists in Cuba to
day know that the government neither recognizes 
nor respects human rights, they feel as free to exploit 
young people as they do to exploit our labor and to 
assert a dominating superiority. 

It is painful to watch rich historic districts, such 
as Old Havana, disintegrate into slums. Never has 
there been so much petty crime, corruption and pov
erty or so many stark class differences. Never before 
have natives of Havana felt so discriminated against 
in the city of their birth or diminished in social stat
ure simply because they are Cuban. 

The daily humiliations inflicted by the gov
ernment's fascist or Stalinist agents (there is no differ
ence) remind us that our senile, drooling dictator still 



has claws sharp enough to maintain his repression. 
A bitter joke circulates in Havana: A Cuban child 

is asked, "What do you want to be when you grow 
up, a doctor, pilot, lawyer, fireman?" The child re
sponds, "I want to be a foreigner." 

Decades of humiliation and discrimination have 
disoriented Cubans, and collectively we have lost our 
self-esteem. Special privilege extended to foreigners 
has become our nation's crown-of-thorns. 

It is worth recalling that there was once another 
Havana, one that possessed 10 daily newspapers and 
many more radio stations. It was a place that had a 
huge, reliable system of public transportation. The 
poor had a few pesos in their pockets that could be 
used to buy something. Havana was never a place 
that scorned people from other provinces, although 
today the government prohibits Cubans from mov
ing into the city. 

The government tells us that Havana is better to
day. Those of us who know otherwise should raise 
our voices against such denigration. We have a right 
to defend our parents. Even under the Batista dicta
torship, Havana was a city in which women, old 
people, reachers and ordinary citizens were re
spected. It is rime to remind people that Havana, in
cluding the parts now in ruins, was built before 1959. 

True, Havana had "wealthy" districts. But it also 
had large districts of middle-class Cubans. That was 
before socia lism imposed irs system of "equality" 
and turned the city's rich districts over to the hous
ing of state officials and Communist Parry elites, 
neighborhoods that ord inary people now dare nor 
enter. What a spectacle it is to have the new rich 
preaching "socialism or death" to the new poor. 

Whatever its faults, colonial "Old Havana," was a 
city of enormous vitality. It was home to thousands of 
small businesses, tended by honest, hard-working 
families building up restaurants, stores, small facto
ries, print shops, coffee shops, shoe-shine stands, and 
every other kind of enterprise. The fruit of genera
tions was swept aside in a moment by a "revolutionary 
offensive" that, in the name of Soviet-style socialism, 
vanquished all vestiges of economic freedom . 

Shops were closed in buildings that were then 
destined to fall into ruin and, as if that were not 
enough, the former entrepreneurs were scorned and 
hated. Among the thousands of famil ies destroyed 
were immigrants who had cast their lots with the Cu
ban Qeople. Jews, Arabs, Chinese, and above all, 
Spaniards were treated with special contempt. 

For what purpose? So that a few self-appointed 

leaders could some day transform themselves into 
"managers" and "capitalist entrepreneurs," who are 
really front men for the government's joint-ventures 
with foreign investors. Just as the one-party state 
permits no competition in the political realm, we 
now have a new class of capitalists that permit no 
competition in the economic realm. Cubans are told, 
"Yes, capitalism for the state, but nor for you. For 
you it's 'socialism or death ."' 

High on a hill overlooking the harbor is the 
Cabana fortress, a building with walls pockmarked 
by bullets that have snuffed out the lives of many po
litical prisoners, and a statue of a contemplative 
Christ. Many of us are afraid to look up at Him, to 
speak to Him, or to invite Him into our city. When 
we turn loose of such fears and invite Him to join us 
then, perhaps, Havana will be free and Cuba as well. 
(Mr. Payd heads Cuba 's Christian Liberation Movement, which spon

sored the Varela Project and gathered 11,000 signatures on a petition 
calling for free elections and the protection of human rights. In 2002, the 
European Parliament awarded Mr. Payd the Sakarov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought. This article was adapted from a longer version that appeared in 

Spain's ABC newspaper. ) FF 
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We will meet the best price you can findll 

Unleavened Bread 
H-1985 Jewish Passover Bread 
1 Box of r sq. sheets, 16 oz ............. $3.50 
1 Case of 12 boxes .......................... $30.00 

H-1988 HomeMade 
12 sheets 4' x 6" ................................ $7.50 
H-198U Sq. 1/2'x1/2" Ind. Pieces 
1 Box, 500 pieces ........ ...................... $4.75 
1 Case (24 boxes) ............................. $4.25 

H-198UR Rectangular 
1/2" x 1/4" individual pieces 
1 Box, 1000 pieces ....................... ..... $4.75 
1 Case (24 boxes) ............................. $4.25 

Leavened Bread 
H-198L Hexagon Individual Pieces 
1 Bag 800 pieces 
(12 oz.) ............................................... $2.50 
1 Case (12 bags) ..... ...... .................. $24.00 

Plastic Communion Trays ........ $6.00 
Portable Communion Sets ..... $25.00 
Dried Grape Juice Powder ...... $6.00 

Order from your favorite bookstore or from 
Star Bible at 1-800-433-7507 • www.starbible.com 
Box 821220, Ft. Worth, TX 76182 
Visa or MasterCard accepted. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Please comment on "the seven Spirits 
of God" in Revelation 3:1, 4 :5, 5 :6. What do 

they represent? 

Answer: This expression first occurs in Revela
tion 1:4. The passage declares that "grace" and 

"peace" comes "from" three sources: God ("him 
who is and who was and who is to come"), "the 
seven Spirits who are before his throne," and "Jesus 
Christ." These blessings, in all other such greeting 
passages in the New Testament epistles, are always 
said to come from Deity. The seven spirits of God, 
in this passage, are placed between the Father and 
the Son. These two facts strongly suggest that "the 
seven spirits of God" is a phrase representing the 
Holy Spirit. By far the majority of commentators on 
the Revelation have reached this conclusion also. 
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Why would the Holy Spirit be called "the seven 

God Is the Audience 
by Owen Olbrtcht 

Sometimes we fail to see God about us and forget 
that we are continually in his presence because our 
world is engulfed by what man has done more than 
by what God had done. 

This work can bring the student to a recognition 
that he is continually in the audience of God. With 
God recognized as the audience, life has meaning, 
but without God recognized as the audience, life is 
a hopeless maze of despair. Through a study of this 
book, you will be brought to a closer walk with God. 
paperback • 136 pgs. 

13 chapters each with discussion questions 

$7.50 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% s&h 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Spirits of God"? It is agreed almost universally that 
seven, in apocalyptic literature, which means in 
books written in symbols like the book of Revelation 
is written, is a number symbolizing perfection, com
pleteness, or deity. 

Interestingly, Isaiah 11:2 lists seven designations 
of the Spirit: "of the Lord," "of wisdom," "of under
standing," of "counsel," of "might," "of knowledge," 
and "of the fear of the Lord." And there are seven 
churches which are the recipients in the Revelation 
of the proposed bless ings. 

Also in Revelation 5 :6 the slain Lamb is de
scribed as having "seven eyes, which are the seven 
Spirits of God, sent fo rth into all the earth." 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atla1zta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

Sounding Brass 
and Clanging Cymbals 
The history and significance 
of instrumental music in the 
Restoration Movement (1 827 -1968) 

J.E.Choate 
William Woodson 

"After an orderly recounting of the historical changes year 
by year, they [the authors] show the significance of the use 
of instrumental music with reference to the restoration 
motto, unity and the loss of respect for Bible authority . ... 
The authors show conclusively that the church did not di
vide over sectional and cultural issues ... but rather because 
of the introduction of instrumental music, the missionary 
society, and a liberal alt itude toward the authority of the 
Bible." 

E. Claude Gardner 
President Emeritus, Freed·Hardeman University 

$18.95 
plus $4. 00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 
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Firm Founda tion Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Da mon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophc t@ quik.com 

- Alaska-

Sr. Augustine - Sr. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, I 0 a. m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 

- Georgia-
Allanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299- 1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. ( 1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Maryland -
Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. 
(Rr. 108) P.O. Box 507,20872. (301) 253-9432. 
sun. I 0, II a.m. , 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rr. 124) on Rr. 108. 

-Missouri -
Anchorage - 7800 Stanley Dr., 995 18. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Branson - Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 9, I 0 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Fairbanks, serving Fr. Wainwright and the Farmington- Sunnyvicw Church of Christ, Hwy 
Greater Fai rbanks area - 645 li th Avenue, H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
99701. (907) 456-492 1. 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Ch rist, P.O. Box Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
876401 , Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Ridge Blvd., 64133 rayrowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 
373-5583 

- Alabama -
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alab:~ma) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•• Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -

- Ohio -
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Ncar WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrisr.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- Oklahoma -
Oklahoma City - Putnam City Chu rch of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73 122. Sun. 9 , 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- South Carolina -
Albany - 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, II Greer - Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- Hwy. 14 (1'.0. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
8232, George Serb, local contact (5 1 0) 655-0388. 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p. m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 

877-895 1. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 mi les. 
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lara. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. - Tennessee-

- Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

- Florida-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9 , 
10 :1.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. Il l. Malcol m Hi ll and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

- Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Chu rch of Christ, 1309 

Jacksonville - Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, ministe r. minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9 , 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

M elbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 32 15 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact j oe Tyler (32 1) 254-2261. 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 54 10 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7: 15 p.m. (407) 657-0657 

We can help you finance your 
remodeling 

o r new building projects. 

Call J. C. Prophet 

(888) 799-7016 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrvi llc Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9 , 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 11 01 W. Church Sr., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, rurn east. Sun . 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mi tchell, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Ro:~d Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341 -7776. Sun. 9, 
10 :1.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, pre:~chers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Red land Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northerno:~kschu rch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Da llas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653 . Sun . 9:30, I 0:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1/2 mi. cast of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the New Testament 

with invaluable supplementary ma

terial. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Cari119 & Sliarif19 
Newsfettef 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full in formation 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3" x 57/e". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFGM01 

$2.50 plus s2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... eKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Iteady Answers 
to Religious Era•oa•s 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y.!"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ill 
The 

1~ ,~~ Ten 
Commandments 

1 II Yesterday and Today 
l!!j!!!ll!!!j!\llm by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(666) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texa s residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that Is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
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When Tragedy Strikes 
By Ron Chandler 

T he Archbishop of Canterbury says the trag
edy has made him question the existence 
of God" (London Times, Jan. 1, 2005, a 

week after the tsunami caused havoc in Southeast 
Asia that killed several thousand). 

This is not a wise response to tragedy but is com
mon. Undoubtedly, many others shared this Church 
of England's Archbishop's confusion about God's ex
istence as they viewed images of the ruin, saw life less 
bodies of little children, and the streaming tears of 
grieving relatives. 

A favorite argument among atheists is that a lov
ing, caring God could not allow bad things to hap
pen to good people. If there is a God ... and if he is 
good ... how can awful things happen? 

When tragedy strikes, many blame God or ques
tion his existence. 

Is it possible that sincere followers of God have 
fostered this type of thinking by their own misguided 
views of God and how he operates in the world? 
Some of the talk about " God's will" may distort per
spective and throw people into confusion. 

It is popular today to hear people say, "Every
thing happens for a reason; nothing happens by 
chance," or, "God is in control and everything hap
pens according to his will," or, "God has a plan and 
he's working it out in each life." 

Some say this is the providence of God, but they 
have in mind more than the operation of God 

through his natural laws. They are advocating that 
all events occurring in our lives are God's specific 
plan for each of us. It is as though God is playing a 
board ga me with himself, and you and I a re the 
p1eces. 

What about the recent tsunami in Asia? 
If we take the position that everything happens 

for a reaso n a nd is the outcome of God's will, we 
must accept that God caused this tsunami. 

Further, we must accept that a ll wars are a part 
of God's plan, and a ll disease, and poverty, and the 
9/1 1 attacks, and every piece of bad news you read in 
the newspaper this morning. 

Given that worldview, is it any wonder that many 
doubt the existence of God? 

We face heartbreaking difficulti es in this life, 
which produce a broad spectrum of emotions. Our 
spirits groan within us, lo nging for an escape from 
the pain we feel and for an eternity with God in 
heaven (Rom. 8:23). 

One reason fo r suffering is that God allows free
dom of choice. Because he loves us, he permits self
determination. 

Because he is fair, he must allow that freedom 
across the board. A maniac can choose to put a bomb 
in a building or on an airplane. A drunk can choose 
to drive his car. A deadbeat can walk out on his fam
ily - and so on ad infinitum. 

Bad things happen to good people. Good things 
(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

11Yah Has Strengthened Him'' 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

D id Hezekiah compromise Jehovah's law 
of the Passover ceremony? At the re
quest of Hezekiah, did God sanction 

general deviation from specific law? 
The events recorded in 2 Chronicles chap

ter 30 are occasionally used by liberals- seek
ing to alter New Testament patterns - to pro
pose that Hezekiah in his famous restoration 
disregarded divine rules, that God sanctioned 
his laxness toward the Law of Moses, and im
plies that Christians can be soft and permissive with the Law of 
Christ. Some call this being "nonjudgmental," but it is really rebel
lion and rejection. 

Religious liberals think the word of God is pl iable ... that is 
what makes them liberals. 

The truth is that Hezekiah was strict in the application of 
heavenly precepts and statutes. There is no basis for a laissez-faire 
attitude toward the rulebook of the Almighty. 

To have an impromptu disposition toward the word of God 
means his guidance is not fixed and absolute, and our assurance is 
sullied (Heb. 6: 17-20). If commands are flexible, then so are the 
promises. Instead of an anchor to hold us steady, we drift with the 
tide and have no absolute assurance. 

Lawlessness is sin (2 Thess. 2 :7-8 and 1 John 3:4 ). Yet, "sin is 
not imputed when there is no law" (Rom. 5:13); so, lawlessness as 
used in 1 John 3:4 is not the absence of law, but the transgression 
of law. All sin is a violation of the law of God. If the Law of the 
Lord is perfect (Ps. 19:7}, then violation of the perfect law of God 
is imperfection. 

Some good Bible scholars subscribe to the notion that 
Hezekiah impatiently changed God's Law w ith divine approba
tion. 

Before we look at the nitty-gritty of this allegation, let us raise 
the question of why anyone would want to project the notion that 
the Creator is squeamish about strict enforcement of his law. 

Does the argument run something like this: If Jehovah gave in 
to Hezekiah about observing the Passover law, Jehovah will give in 
on any point of law? Therefore we need not entertain misgivings 
about adjusting Bible teaching on the manner and purpose of bap
tism, the role of women in directing worship, fellowship with de
nominations (which are the direct result of adding to or taking 
from God's word), the organization of a local congregation of 



believers, verbal inspiration of the scriptures, inerrancy of divine 
revelation, and et cetera. What are those who beg this question 
about Hezekiah-and-the-Passover hoping to accomplish? What are 
they aiming to do? 

This preamble is intended to underscore the urgency of the 
proposition we now examine. We are talking about "the doctrine 
of the first principles of Christ," which we are to leave in the sense 
of "growing in grace and knowledge," but must never leave in the 
sense of abandoning or altering. 

Let us look quickly at the life of Hezekiah, and then in more 
detail about· the notorious claim that God suffered the King of 
Judah to play fast and loose with his statute law on the Passover. 

Hezekiah came to the throne at the age of 25, ruled 29 years, 
and died at 54. He is described·by the prophets who wrote 2 Kings 
and 2 Chronicles as a man who "did that which was right in the 
eyes of Jehovah, according to all that David his father had done. 
He made a covenant with Jehovah ... stood before the Lord" .. . 
cleansed the Jerusalem Temple ... offered numerous sacrifices .. . 
restored the Passover ... broke down idols from Dan to Beersheba 
... reinstated the priesthood ... was good and right and faithful 
before Jehovah ... "and in every work that he began in the service 
of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to 
seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered." 

Hezekiah is favorably compared with David, 1 who was "a man 
after God's own heart" because David made the precepts of God a 
lamp to his feet and a light to his path (Ps. 119: 105). 

Now comes the hitch. The Law of Moses, which was the Law 
of God, specified that Passover was to be observed on the first 
month of the Jewish calendar and on the 14th-15th days of that 
month (the lamb was to be slain on the evening of the 14th and its 
flesh was to be consumed on the night of the 15th (under Jewish 
usage the night preceded the day). However there was an excep
tion. Observance of the Passover could be delayed one month -
to the second month (Num. 9:4-11)- if a person was ceremoni
ally unclean or on a journey. To claim the exception was to keep 
the law because the law provided for the exception- just as forni
cation and death are exceptions to the indissolubility of marriage 
(See Matt. 19:9; Rom. 7:2). To claim the exception does not trans
gress the law, but honors the law. 

When the Passover law was first given the people were told to 
kill the lamb on the 14th day of the first month. A man, who was 
unclean on the appointed day because he had touched a dead 
body, appealed to Moses. Jehovah revealed to Moses that "If any 
man of you or of your generations shall be unclean by reason of a 
dead body, or be on a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the pass
over unto Jehovah. In the second month on the fourteenth day at 

• David was.taQght by the death of Uzzah that any violation of divine law, however incon
sequential.it may seem, can be fatal (2 Sam. 6:2-ll).lt is not a small matter to touch what 
God has sa~~tified (Num. 4: 15). The import of this event was thereafter in the forefront 
of David's mind and caused him to be all the more painstaking in the keeping of divine 
ordinances. We will do well if we ponder it. 
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even they shall keep it; they shall eat it with unleav
ened bread and bitter herbs" (Num. 9:9-11). 

God gave an exception to the days upon which 
the Passover-lamb was to be killed and eaten. To in
voke the exception does not violate the law. 

Hezekiah was confronted with a similar situation 
when he undertook to reinstate the observance of 
the Passover. Many in Israel were ceremonially un
clean on the 14'h day of the first month and the good 
king Hezekiah claimed for them the exception. He 
was a man who cared about the law of God and was 
diligent in keeping it. Still, there was a problem 
about keeping the Passover on the first month, and 
the King and his counselors decided to observe the 
Passover on the second month, per Numbers 9:4-11. 

Notice that they did not do this lightly. The ex
ception was used only after "the king had taken 
counsel, and his princes, and all the assembly in 
Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the second 
month" (2 Chron. 30:2). There was discussion and 
deliberation by the king, his counselors, the princes, 
and all the assembly before the decision was made to 
allow some to observe the Passover on a day other 
than the day "that was written." They considered 
and reconsidered the matter before coming to the 
conclusion that the law allowed a delay because of 
ceremonial uncleanness. "For they could not keep it 
at that time, because the priests had not sanctified 
themselves in sufficient number, neither had the 
people gathered themselves together to Jerusalem" 
(2 Chron. 30:3). 

The King and all his advisors determined that the 
law of the Passover would allow moving the Passover 
from the first to the second month. They prayed about 
it. They were much concerned about doing right 
things in the right way. They wanted to do precisely 
what God required of them in precisely the way he 
required it. There was no disposition on the part of 
Hezekiah, his advisors, the princes, and all the assem
bly to break one tittle of the Law of Moses, which was 
the Law of God, seeing that God had given it. 

With all this in mind, please re-read 2 Chronicles 
30:11-20, and note the following: 

The people "humbled themselves" (v. 11); they 
were united "to do the commandment of the king and 
of the princes by the word of Jehovah" (v. 12); many 
assembled to keep Passover "in the second month," 
which was other than the month that was written 
(v. 13); they broke down every idol in Jerusalem 
and threw the images and altars in the river (v. 14); 
"they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of 
4 April 2005 
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the second month: and the priests and the Levites 
were ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and 
brought burnt-offerings into the house of Jehovah" (v. 
15); they carefully observed "the law of Moses the 
man of God" (v. 16). 

The incident emphasizes a fierce determination 
to be exact in the keeping of the Passover law. They 
were not looking for loopholes. 

There was a second problem. "Many in the as
sembly that had not sanctified themselves" and the 
Levites killed the passovers for every one that was 
not clean (v. 17); because of ceremonial uncleanness 
"yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it is 
written ... For Hezekiah had prayed for them, say
ing, The good Jehovah pardon every one" (v. 18); 
Hezekiah's prayer was for every one "that setteth his 
heart to seek God, Jehovah, the God of his fathers, 
though he be not cleansed according to the purifica
tion of the sanctuary"; '1\.nd Jehovah hearkened to 
Hezekiah, and healed the people" (v. 20). 

The second problem was a departure from the 
command of God. How could they "get away" with 
this? Does it excuse departure from new covenant 
rules? Is the Bible teaching us that strict conformity 
of divine injunctions is not necessary? 

Before we allow this reasoning to drive us over 
the cliff and into a dangerous free-fall, let's step 
back, take a deep breath, get the big picture, and re
examine the matter. 

First, the Law of Moses was progressive. The 
"once for all delivered faith" (the completed Law of 
Christ) is final. That makes a big difference. 

The Law of God given at Sinai was changed 
within the lifetime of the man to whom Jehovah had 
chosen to be the lawgiver. To prove this proposition 
reconsider Numbers 9:1-13. 

Further, the feast of Purim was not a part of the 
original Law of Moses, but was added in the days of 
Esther, queen of Persia (Est. 3:7; 9:24-32). Alfred 
Edersheim says, "There seems little doubt that this 
was the 'feast of the Jews,' to which the Savior 'went 
up to Jerusalem' (John 5:1), when he healed the 'im
potent man' a the Pool of Bethesda. For no other feast 
could have intervened between December (John 4:5) 
and the Passover (John 6:4), except that of the 'Dedi
cation of the Temple,' and that is specially designated 
as such (John 10:22), and not simply as 'a feast of the 
Jews'" (The Temple Its Ministry and Services, Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company). 

Also, the synagogue system did not exist from 
the beginning of the Law of Moses, but was incorpo-



rated after the Jewish Diaspora. Jesus honored and 
accepted synagogue worship, though it was not a 
part of the Law as given at Sinai. 

What's more, most of the Old Testament was 
written by prophets and confirmed by Deity - and 
all of it was added to the history given in the first five 
books of the Bible. 

The New Testament is complete and final. There 
have been no changes or additions since the last first
century writer laid down his pen, nor will there ever 
be. 

Second, taking a long look at 2 Chronicles 
30:17-18 reveals the reservation and concern of 
Hezekiah and his counselors about making this fur
ther exception to a Law that was in the process of 
being revealed. What Hezekiah did is not different in 
principle to what Moses did as recorded in Numbers 
9. Hezekiah and his men grappled with this, and 
then laid the matter before God. They received rev
elation and then acted. 

[F]or Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, 
The ·good Jehovah pardon every one that 
setteth his heart to seek God, Jehovah, the 
God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanctuary. 
And Jehovah hearkened to Hezekiah, and 
healed the people (2 Chron. 30:18-20). 

Let us have the same scrupulous attitude toward 
the Law of God displayed in the life of the good king 
Hezekiah. 

Third, the application of common sense should 
have some influence on our thinking. For example, a 
man in a coma and in intensive care at the hospital is 
exempt from the command to "forsake not the as
sembling of yourselves together." The deaf-mute is 
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exempt from singing. The pauper is not required to 
give. Good judgment demands accepting the prin
ciple that if it is physically impossible for a command 
to be obeyed, the directive is, by the force of general 
astuteness, not obligatory, does not mean that the 
Laws of God can be changed, ignored, or altered 
willy-nilly. 

Purveyors of a permissive attitude toward the in
flexible Laws of the Lord God sometime plop on top 
of a misguided exegesis of 2 Chronicles 3 0 the bra
zen invitation to "go ye and learn what this meaneth, 
I desire mercy , and not sacrifice." When this state
ment is appended to a dissertation on adulterating 
the Jewish Passover, it strongly implies that compas
sion is better than obedience. Or, to put it bluntly, a 
tender heart displaces divine legislation - some
times attended by a disclaimer of opinion. 

Well, okay, we accept the invitation and will take 
another look at the idea that God desires mercy and 
not sacrifice. The statement is found three times in 
the Bible. The first time is in the book of Hosea, and 
the other two times in the gospel of Matthew. So, let 
us go to these sources and study to understand the 
meaning. 

Hosea was an Old Testament prophet and lived 
under the requirements of the Law of Moses, which 
was also the Law of God. The Law of Moses (God) 
demanded many sacrifices . . . sacrifices of animals, 
grain, and fluid ... morning and evening sacrifices, 
sacrifices for atonement, thanksgiving, and petition 
. . . the first born son in each family was to be re
deemed by the sacrifice of an animal. 

Question: How would people who lived under a 
long established law that required numerous sacrifices 
understand the statement that God desires "mercy 
and not sacrifice" (Hosea 6:6)? More pertinent, How 
do you understand it? Can it be that Hosea in one 
terse announcement is canceling a large portion of the 
book of Leviticus? Are we to understand Hosea to 
mean that God, who commanded the offering of so 
many sacrifices, does not want sacrifices? 

Come on! 
In the alternative, we may understand Hosea to 

say that God wants sacrifices, or other services, to be 
rendered from a heart filled with mercy, compassion, 
goodness, steadfast love, and loyalty (all of these 
words are used by various translations of Hosea 6:6). 

jesus taught essentially the same thing when he 
said that those who decide to worship God "must 
worship in spirit and in truth" Uohn 4:24) -note 
the word "must." 

April 2005 5 
F&rm Foundation 



To worship in spirit is to worship with the right 
attitude. To worship in truth is to worship in punc
tilious accord with revealed truth. Our worship must 
be fastidious, but also offered with sincere feelings of 
loyalty and love. 

You cannot reasonably divorce truth from spirit, 
nor spirit from truth. 

When Hosea said that God desires "mercy and 
not sacrifice," he obviously was not saying (and none 
to whom he originally wrote would misunderstand 
him to say) that God does not want sacrifice ... that 
if you show mercy or compassion and goodness, 
then obedience is out the window. 

Albert Barnes, in commenting on this verse, said: 
"If we were to say, 'Charity is better than Church-go
ing,' we should be understood to mean that it is bet
ter than such Church-going as is severed from char
ity." 

The two New Testament references to the state
ment of Hosea are made by Jesus. When Jesus first 
quoted Hosea (Matt 9:13), he was talking about the 
carping of disgruntled Pharisees, who were zealous 
for law, but insensible to mercy. This obviously 
would not apply to sincere saints seeking to uphold 
the sanctity of heavenly mandates. 

The second time Jesus quoted Hosea (Matt. 
12:7), he was talking about people binding human 
opinion as equal to sacred legislation. His further 
comment on such foolishness was to call it vain wor
ship (Matt. 15 :9). 

In going to the words of Jesus to learn what it 
means for God to "desire mercy and not sacrifice" 
we must keep in mind that Jesus said he who hears 
my words and obeys builds on a solid foundation, 
but he who hears and does not obey is building on 
shifting sand that is sure to slide. The obedient are 
stable and will survive. The disobedient are unstable 
and are sure to perish. There are those who inconsis
tently say, Lord, Lord, but do not the things Jesus 
commands (Luke 6:46-49). 

With gentleness and love, we respectfully invite 
our liberal-minded religious friends to go and learn 
what this means, "Hath Jehovah as great delight in 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 
of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idola
try and teraphim" {1 Sam. 15 :22-23). 
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When Tragedy Strikes 
(continued from page 1) 

happen to bad people. Good things happen to good 
people. Bad things happen to bad people. 

Can it be that some things in life are random? 
James tells us that "the proving of your faith 

worketh patience." Temptations and trials remind us 
that this life is fleeting, which should cause us to draw 
near to God. 

Paul says that saints rejoice in tribulation. 
Knowing that tribulation worketh stedfast
ness; and stedfastness, approvedness; and ap
provedness, hope: and hope putteth not to 
shame; because the love of God hath been shed 
abroad in our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
which was given unto us (Rom. 5 :3-5). 

Still, our finite human minds struggle to fully un
derstand life's difficulties and vicissitudes, and sing, 
"Farther along we'll know all about it; Farther along 
we'll understand why." 

One thing we can understand, though, is that 
God does not cause all of the events that happen -
there are other forces at work. Satan and his demons 
use devices of which we should not be ignorant (2 
Cor. 2: 11). We may suffer from our own folly ... and 
from the folly of other humans. We live under the 
immutability of potent laws of nature. There is such 
a thing as a knock-on effect (sometimes an innocent 
bystander gets shot and killed). 

The existence of sin proves that things happen in 
this world God neither plans nor desires. God hates 
sin. Yet the world is crusted over with unspeakable 
evil. Since God hates sin - it is contrary to his na
ture - we can be certain that God refrains from di
rect action. He looks on with disappointment and 
disgust, but does not use his irresistible power to im
mediately reward or punish. If he did, there would 
be no tears on earth . . . no suffering . . . no sin ... and 
no future judgment. 

Jesus died for all. He desires that all men come to 
knowledge of the truth and be saved. Yet the vast 
majority will refuse to do his will, and they will 
march into a Christ-less eternity with Satan. That 
tells us God is allowing freedom of choice to play 
out - and his will is not always done on earth. 

Some say God answers every prayer - that often 
God's answer is "yes," and occasionally it is "no." 
There is, by the way, no scriptural basis for this. At 
least one person woke up on Sept. 11, 2001, and 



prayed that their loved one would have a safe flight 
from Boston to Los Angeles. 

The notion that every prayer is answered with a 
"yes" or "no" demands the conclusion that God said 
"no" and determined to have seven hate-filled Mus
lims, who despised followers of God and his Son, hi
jack the plane and slam it into a building, murdering 
3,000 innocent people. 

If the idea that God is directly involved in every 
human action is true, that would mean God caused 
people to sin in appointing this tragedy. 

Sin would, therefore, be a part of his plan; some
thing he desires. Given God's nature, that is incon
ceivable. 

A person is a lone survivor in an accident that 
kills several other people. That person declares that 
God was looking out for him. He says that God pro
tected him and the accident taught him to trust God, 
because, after all, without God's intervention he 
could not have survived. 

This seems a rather arrogant and self-centered 
statement for one to make, but we'll overlook that 
fact and focus instead upon whether the statement is 
reasonable. 

Why didn't God just prevent the accident? 
Why did God protect just one person and leave 

the rest in harms way? 
If we take the position that God was directly in

volved in the accident, we are forced to conclude 
that either God was impotent to fully prevent the ac
cident or that he decided to help only one, but not 
the many. Some seem to be comfortable with the lat
ter position. 

Reason declares that God was more likely a sym
pathetic observer and that the accident occurred as a 
result of the bad decisions of someone exercising 
free will. 

Tragically, many did not survive. But if they were 
prepared for an eternity with God, their souls are se
cure. 

God protected them from the evil within the 
tragic event. 

Without revelation from God, it is impossible for 
us to be certain about his actions. Because of that un
certainty, it is wise for us to hold back from asserting 
what we suspect God has or has not done in a diffi
cult situation. Not only would such statements be an 
uneducated guess, perhaps an illogical one, it can do 
irreparable damage to the faith of others; particu
larly those who are grieving over the loss of their 
loved ones. 

In the ears of the person whose loved-one died in 
the tragedy it may sound as if the survivor is saying, 
"God saved me ... because I am so important ... and 
let your dear one perish ... see how unimportant he 
was? 

Supposing for just a moment that tragic events 
and accidents are directly a part of God's will, 
shouldn't we stop speaking of them with terms such 
as "horrible," "terrible," and "such a shame"? Come 
to think of it, they really wouldn't be accidents at all. 
If God wills for something to happen, what we really 
ought to say is, "Praise God. Look what a wonderful 
thing he has done! He's carrying out his plan, what
ever that may be. He just killed 250,000 people
some of them babies. Hallelujah!" 

Let us be swift to hear and slow to speak. There 
are many things we do not understand. God's ways 
are higher than our ways, and his thoughts than our 
thoughts (Isa. 55 :9). His ways are past finding out 
Uob 9:10). 

Rather than boldly asserting "look what God has 
done," or "God has caused this in my life," let us be 
willing to acknowledge our ignorance. 

When something good happens, give God thanks. 
In one way or another, all blessings come from him. 

When something tragic happens, ask God for 
peace and patience to overcome. And keep an eye to
ward heaven. 

Mter all, when we come to the end of the road, 
many of the things that once seemed so horrible will 
be insignificant. 

The worst thing that can happen to us is not that 
we die in a tsunami or burn in a fiery plane crash. 
The worst thing that can happen is to be eternally 
separated from God, the fountain of all blessings. To 
be eternally alienated from God is to be eternally in 
the lake of fire and brimstone with Satan and the bad 
of all ages. 

Our tongues are powerful. Let us be careful not to 
let them spew ignorance and destroy the faith of oth
ers. Let us be humble enough to admit that God's ways 
and thoughts are higher than ours. Finally, let us de
velop a proper perspective of what this life is truly 
about and have a deeper longing for our eternal home. 
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''Preach the Word, Lad, 
Preach the Word'' 

By Mark Sloan 

ew years ago I went to visit a brother who 
had faithfully preached the gospel for more 
than 40 years. One of my fondest childhood 

memories is that of sitting with him and listening, as 
he would tell stories about preaching the gospel 
throughout East and Southeast Texas, Louisiana and 
Arkansas. One of my favorite stories was about the 
time he held a meeting in a small town in Arkansas. 
The building where the meeting was to be held was 
located in the middle of town right across the street 
from where the Baptists met to worship. The breth
ren, in preparing for the meeting, had hooked up a 
loud speaker on the front of their building and that 
night when the congregation began to sing, the 
sound of their singing not only filled their own 
building, but could also be heard out in the street, 
and, in the building across the street where the Bap
tists had also gathered to worship. In a matter of just 
a few moments the doors of both buildings were 
thrown open, and the two groups of people were out 
in the middle of the street bitterly arguing with each 
other. Just when things looked like they were about 
to get out of hand, an agreement was reached. It was 
decided that in the place of each group holding a 
meeting, a debate would be held between the two 
speakers. They would meet in one building one 
night, and the other building the next night. On the 
following evening, as was agreed; everyone entered 
the building belonging to the Baptists. At the ap
pointed time for him to speak, the brother stood up 
and began to make his way to the pulpit. As he did 
this many in the audience also stood, and then with a 
loud cry, suddenly rushed him and began beating and 
kicking him with their fists and feet. He said that he 
had never been before, nor since, as convinced as he 
was that evening, that he was about to die. As the 
fighting continued all around him, he said that he 
found himself being pushed toward an open window. 
Suddenly, an arm reached through that window and 
grabbing him by his coat, pulled him out of the 
building through the window to safety. After thank
ing the man who had rescued him and cleaning up as 
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best he could, he turned and walked back out into 
the middle of that street between the two buildings 
and began to preach the gospel of Christ. When he 
left town two weeks later he remarked that he had 
been privileged to baptize nearly everyone who had 
tried to kill him. It's a great story and one that I have 
told many times over the years. 

While we were visiting I received a phone call in
viting me to speak at a local congregation in town 
that night. Thinking that this might cheer him up, I 
told him of the invitation and then asked, "On what 
subject should I speak?" Instantly a change seemed 
to come over him, and his eyes took on a fierce 
gleam. With a great effort he raised his head up off 
the pillow, and his arm shaking with age and sickness 
pointed straight at me, and in a voice that rang out 
strong and clear he sa id, "Preach the word, lad, 
preach the word." I went on that night and did just 
that, I preached the word. I like to think that over 
the last 23 years I have continued to do just that, to 
preach the word. Our brother died soon after our 
visit. But over the years his example of faith and 
love, of courage and commitment, has continued to 
inspire many others to faithfully teach and preach 
the gospel of Christ. 

Like many gospel preachers of that day he never 
earned a degree from any we ll-known Bible college 
or university. H e never attended classes or took a 
course in Fundamentals and Apologetics, nor did he 
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ever receive advanced instruction or training in Fam
ily or Individual Counseling and Psychology. He was 
never published in any of the well-known brother
hood periodicals, nor did he ever write a book that 
received widespread acclaim. He did speak three lan
guages, Spanish, German, and French. These he 
learned from working in the oil and gas fields of East 
and Southeast Texas and Louisiana. He possessed an 
amazing knowledge and understanding of the scrip
tures, and a talent that enabled him to teach and 
preach the word of God simply and powerfully. He 
appears in the photograph taken with many other 
gospel preachers who attended the Hardeman - Bog
ard Debate in Little Rock, Ark., in 1938, a copy of 
which I keep in. my office. 

As I sat thinking about him the other day andre
membering all the stories he told me as I was grow
ing up, I wondered, "Do those of us who preach to
day still know and understand what the work of gos
pel preaching is? Whether we are privileged to stand 
behind a rostrum in a classroom, preach from a pul
pit in an auditorium, or proclaim the gospel in the 
middle of a street somewhere, the "charge" given by 
the apostle Paul so long ago remains the same. It is to 
"preach the word" (2 Tim. 4:2). It seems that some 
today are no longer sure about what their role as a 
gospel preacher is, or even what constitutes gospel 
preaching. As preachers and ministers of the gospel 
we have been granted no special powers to serve the 
Lord's church as spiritual or religious arbiters, decid
ing who and what is right or wrong. The word of 
God makes those decisions, and it needs no help 
from us Uohn 12:48-50; John 16:13; John 14:26; 
Acts 17:11; Gal. 1 :7-11; 2 Tim. 3: 16-17; 1 Pet. 
4:11; 2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 3). Nor have any of us re
ceived a divine commission to rewrite the word of 
God in the vain attempt to make it more palatable to 
the world, or less condemning of sin. Is the goal of 
gospel preaching to please the world or to please our 
Heavenly Father by proclaiming his truth to the 
world (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; 2 Tim. 
2:2)? Is the goal of gospel preaching to be less con
demning of sin, or to make known the Christ and his 
sacrifice for our sins and the salvation that has "ap
peared unto all men" Uohn 3:16; Rom. 5:8-10; Titus 
2: 11-12)? Is it the work of preachers and gospel 
preaching to teach and encourage a tearing down 
and rebuilding of the church, so that it looks and 
sounds more like the man-made religions of our day? 
Why would anyone want to substitute or exchange 
the Lord's church for that conceived in the mind of a 

man or a woman? It makes no sense. The Bible 
speaks of the "church" or the "one body" (Eph. 
1:22-23; 4:4), as belonging to Christ (Matt. 16:18), 
having been purchased with his blood (Acts 20:28; 
Rev. 1:5-6). It is to his church we are added by God 
himself when we obey the terms of the gospel (Acts 
2:22-4 7). The Bible further says, "Christ is the head 
of the body, the church" (Col. 1:18), and that he has 
"all authority both in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 
28:19-20). The church of Christ is just that, it is the 
church that is his! It must be fully understood that 
we do not have the authority to change what is not 
ours. None of us died as Christ did for the truth of 
the gospel. None of us shed our blood as Christ did 
to purchase the church. Our blood, unlike that blood 
of Christ, does not wash away our sins and the sins 
of others. Our bodies, unlike the body of Christ, 
never hung on a cross bearing the sins of the whole 
world. We were not buried in a tomb, nor did we rise 
from the dead on the third day "leading captivity 
captive and giving gifts to men" (Eph. 4:8). No, 
brethren, it's not the church that needs to change, 
nor is it the role of preachers or gospel preaching 
that needs to change. Change that is needed today is 
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a repentance on the part of many brethren who have 
openly rebelled against the authority of Christ and 
his word, and who encourage the same rebellion on 
the part of others by teaching those things that are 
not found in God's word. In 2 John 9-11 the Bible 
says: 

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He 
who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both 
the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to 
you and does not bring this. doctrine, do not 
receive him into your house nor greet him; 
for· he who greets him shares in his evil deeds 
(2 John 9-11).· 

Those who truly seek to faithfully serve the Lord 
need to return to preaching and teaching the gospel 
or doctrine of Jesus Christ. To begin again to help 
and encourage. men and women to do what preach
ing the gospel of Christ has always been about. The 
Bible asks: 

How then shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how shall they preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written: How beautiful are the feet of 
those who preach the gospel of peace, who 
bring glad tidings of good things! (Rom. 
10:14-15). ; 

The aged preacher said, "Preach the word, lad, 
preach the word!" 

I recognize that some of what we are talking about 
here is really only symptomatic of a much larger and 
more serious problem. Why do brethren who have 
taught the word of God faithfully for many years sud
denly turn and begin to preach those things they know 
are not true? Have they discovered "new truth" in 
God's word? What is really behind the efforts tore
write the word of God or the gospel of Christ? Hasn't 
God in his word shown love and compassion for those 
lost in their sins, and provided them a means of their 
soul's salvation? The Bible says that it is his "truth that 
sets men free" froni their sins Oohn 8 :32). What could 
any man or woman write in addition to .that which 
God has already written? And why are some among us 
calling for a change or restructuring of the Lord's 
church so that it looks and sounds like the denomina
tional religious bodies of our day? Are some of us sim
ply not satisfied with being what God warits us to be? 
Are there some not content with the structure of the 
church as given by Go·d? Do they truly believe they 
know better than he? And why do those who profess 
to love the Lord, and want to preach and teach his 
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gospel, ashamed and embarrassed at the idea of being 
"distinct" and "unique" (1 Pet. 2:5, 9)? These were 
characteristics of our Savior Oohn 3:16). Are they 
ashamed of his distinctiveness and uniqueness? Are 
they ashamed of the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16)? 
What is the answer to all of these questions? The 
apostle Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit into all truth 
Oohn 16:13), provides the answers to our questions. 
He said, "For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, be
cause what may be known of God is manifest in them, 
for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of 
the world his invisible attributes are clearly seen, be
ing understood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse. Because although they knew God, they did 
not glorify him as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile in their thoughts, and they're foolish hearts 

. were darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools" ... "who exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 
Amen" ... '~d even as they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being 
filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, 
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; 'they are 
whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to par
ents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unfor
giving, unmerciful; who knowing the righteous judg
ment of God, that those who practice such things are 
deserving of death, not only do the same but also ap
prove of those who practice them" (Rom. 1:1-22,25, 
28-32). Can the answer to why some of our brethren 
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no longer "walk in the Light" ( 1 John 1: 7) be just this 
simple? 

Our work as preachers and ministers of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is not to make people's hearing under
standing, and obedience to the gospel a difficult and 
confusing experience, but one that is simple and joy
ous. What does it mean to preach the gospel of Christ? 
It is first and foremost to "Preach the word" (2 Tim. 
4:2). It is to preach the crucified, risen Christ to the 
whole world (Rom. 6:3-6). It is to "contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints" Uude 3 ). It is to "speak the truth in love" ... 
"and to boldly make known the mystery of the gos
pel" (Eph. 4:15, 6:19). It is the work of our Lord who 
came "seeking and saving the lost" (Luke 19:10). It is 
to make certain that we "preach the whole counsel of 
God" (Acts 20:27), without fear or favor (Acts 10:34-
35). It is to preach and teach the word of God know
ing that " ... we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of 
the Lord, we persuade men" (2 Cor. 5:10-11). It is to 
preach the Christ! 

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gos
pel, which I preached to you, which also you 
received and in which you stand, by which also 
you are saved, if you hold fast the word which 
I preached to you unless you believed in vain. 
For I delivered to you first of all that which I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins ac
cording to the Scriptures, and that he was bur
ied, and that he rose again the third day accord
ing to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15 :1-4). 

What does it mean to preach the gospel of Christ? 
It is to "preach the word, lad, preach the word." 

The song reads, "I am not ashamed to own my 
Lord nor to defend His cause, maintain the honor of 
his word, the glory of His Cross." We need as the 
Bible says to "consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works. Not forsaking the assem
bling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as 
you see the day approaching" (Heb. 10:24-25). 
Those who continue to preach and teach those 
things that are not according to God's word must be 
dealt with so as to serve as an example to others who 
would follow them in their evil ways, and to main
tain the purity of both the gospel of Christ and his 
body, the church. This can no longer be a matter of 
debate. It must happen now, and it must be done 
with great love and concern for the souls of those in-

volved. In 2 Thessalonians 3:6 the Bible says, "But 
we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother 
that walks disorderly and not according to the tradi
tion that he received from us." In 1 Timothy 6:3-5 
the Bible says: 

If anyone teaches otherwise and does not con
sent to wholesome words, even the words of 
our Lord jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which accords with godliness, he is proud, 
knowing nothing, but is obsessed with dis
putes and arguments over words, from which 
come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 
useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds 
and destitute of the truth who suppose that 
godliness is a means of gain, From such with
draw yourselves. 

0, brethren, the time runs short. We all need to 
be encouraged to preach and teach the gospel simply 
and powerfully. We do not seek fame or glory; we 
seek only to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his 
love. 

If I live to be a thousand, I will never forget sit
ting there with my grandfather in that hospital room, 
keeping him company as he lay dying and hearing 
those words that still ring in my ears even after all 
these years. "On what subject should I preach to
night, grandpop?" "Preach the word, lad, preach the 
word." 
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[A great, intelligent, eloquent, powerful, and compassionate preacher of the previous generation was a gentle 
man named Grover Cleveland Brewer. Death has silenced his voice and stilled his pen, but by the power of the 
printed page his wise counsel continues to be available to us. Here is one of his many articles. If we listen to his 
words and follow his good counsel, we will be the better and safer for it. The Firm Foundation is pleased to re
print this excellent message.] 

Church Music 
By G. C. Brewer (deceased) 

The music of the New Testament churches was 
very simple. The elaborate programs, the 
offertories, the operettas, the aesthetic art 

performances of modern churches are of compara
tive recent origin, and they came into the different 
denominations by degrees and, in most instances, 
over opposition. Of course the early disciples knew 
nothing of such things, and there is no authority for 
them in the New Testament if authority were sought. 

In this chapter it is assumed that no one will deny 
that churches of the apostolic period used only vocal 
music; and as this is written for those who wish to 
follow apostolic example in work and worship, the 
question of the kind of music is not discussed. 

Probably "The Purpose and Power of Song in 
Our Services" would be a proper heading for this ar
ticle. 

We have contended strongly against the song ser
vice being made void or being made unscriptural by 
the introduction of instruments, and against choirs 
-hired choirs and others- usurping the privilege 
of the congregation by doing the singing and causing 
the audience - those who should be worshiping and 
praising God - to sit in silence and be entertained; 
but it seems that we have not yet been able suffi
ciently to impress the majority of Christians with the 
importance of this part of the worship to get them to 
take any serious or sincere part in it. If singing is no 
pan of the worship, our controversy against innova
tions is not only useless, but sinful; or if the singing is 
a nonessential part of the worship, it makes little dif
ference who sings, what is sung, or whether with or 
without accompaniment. But if it is an essential part 
of the worship- and it most certainly is- how 
wrong it is for us to be indifferent about it or to use 
it as a mere convenience for people to enter the 
house and be seated or call the house to order! And 
how sinful it is for worshipers (?) to read letters or 

12 ~r: Found~~~! 

carry on a conversation while this very sweet and 
solemn service is in progress. Yet every reader of this 
article has seen such things done. Why should one 
who has no more interest in or respect for such ser
vice object to any sort of innovation? And how can a 
congregation that does not teach against, warn 
against, and educate its members about such a per
version and prostitution of the song worship consis
tently object to innovations? It cannot do it. If we 
would have our service scriptural, we must enter into 
it with purpose and meaning, with concentrated 
thought and worshipful heart. To use God's name in 
song and not make the sentiment of the song our 
sentiment is to use God's name without meaning; 
hence, to take it in vain. To utter a prayer in song 
like, "Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole"; or, 
"My faith looks up to thee"; or, "In the hour of trial, 
Jesus, plead for me," and not mean it - not utter it 
from our heart- is to sin grievously. It is mockery. 
0, how we need to be careful. And how we need 
teaching on this subject so that we will have such a 
condition in our worshiping assemblies as will aid us 
in getting our minds in proper frame, as will inspire 
reverence and awe. 

All worshipers, whether Christian or heathen, in 
so far as they have music at all, make vocal music in 
their devotions. They may have instrumental music 
also, but they do not discard vocal music. On the 
question of kinds of music, we may set down vocal 
music as universally recognized and accepted; and 
we know, too, that it has the sanction of Holy Writ. 
But we must not forget that there are different kinds 
of vocal music. Singing should be classified not only 
according to the words uttered, but also according to 
the feelings that actuate the singer and the emotions 
they arouse in the hearers. There are spiritual songs 
and there are sensual songs, and then there is what 
might be termed a "middle class" of songs. These are 



songs that are not at all spiritual, but neither are they 
grossly sensual. They are light, meaningless jingles 
that make one want to "trip on light fantastic toe" or 
frisk about in harmony with the movement of the 
music. Such is the power of music that some melo
dies make you want to weep or pray, even if you do 
not know or understand a word of the song. Others 
sound a note of joyful praise, and you feel like shout
ing, "Bless Jehovah, all ye hosts!" and "How excel
lent is thy name, 0 Lord, in all the earth!" And then 
there are tones of deep dignity, of solemn calm and 
reverential silence; and when you hear them, you 
feel like bowing your head and saying: "God is in his 
holy habitation; let all the earth keep silence before 
him." 

God has not blessed man with any richer gift 
than the appreciation of music and the power to 
sing. No means of grace that is available to Chris
tians is more potent than sweet songs. Nothing stirs 
the soul more deeply and nothing brings us nearer to 
God than the heart-searching sentiments of sacred 
songs and the sweet, soulful singing of a band of 
humble, yet joyful, worshipers whose very souls are 
ascending in unison to God on the vibrant strains of 
holy song. 

Song worship should be the spontaneous out
bursts of the feelings of adoration that fill the soul
the overflowing of a heart surcharged with devotion, 
reverence, and veneration. Hence the apostle Paul 
said, "Be filled with the Spirit"; and, as a result of 
that, sing and make "melody in your heart to the 
Lord." In harmony with the same thought James 
said: "Is any afflicted among you? let him pray. Is 
any cheerful? let him sing praise." Christians should 
sing because they feel like singing, because it is the 
most satisfactory way of expressing the emotions or 
of giving utterance to the feelings that surge in the 
soul. When one is afflicted, one does not feel like 
singing. Prayer is more agreeable to the feelings then. 
When one is cheerful, singing is the natural outlet to 
the energies of the heart. In the cold, bleak days of 
winter, when the sky is overcast and a sullen gray 
shroud hangs over the earth, the song birds are never 
heard in the forest. They hide away under some 
friendly shelter and sit ruffled and shivering through 
the day. There is no music in their feelings, and 
hence none is heard from their throats. But when the 
warm spring comes, these little songsters make the 
woods vocal with their joy. Their feelings and their 
nature bid them sing, and they must sing. 

So should we worship God in song. There is a 

great difference between the man who has something 
to say and the man who has to say something; also 
there is wide difference between the man who sings 
because his feelings prompt him to sing and the man 
who sings because he is paid to sing or because he 
wants people to hear his voice. But where the heart is 
not in a worshipful or a songful attitude when we 
enter the assembly of the saints, it should soon be 
made so by a concentration upon the sentiments of 
the hymn and by a hearty and enthusiastic participa
tion in the singing. That is the purpose, or at least 
one purpose, of the singing - to make melody with 
the heart or to make the heart full of melody and joy
ous emotions. Thus the minds of the entire congre
gation are unified. As Christians assemble, they come 
from many different homes, with many different 
thoughts and feelings in their bosoms. Personal af
fairs, domestic cares, and business interests occupy 
the thoughts of some, while others have just laid 
down the Sunday newspaper and their minds are still 
upon the affairs of the world. But there is one pur
pose that has brought them all together- viz., to 
worship God. And when the worship begins, every 
one should be in his place ready to join in the first 
note of the first song. Then, all singing together, 
their minds quickly run together, and their united 
praise ascends to God as from one man. The 
thought~ of other things are crowded out, and feel
ings of adoration and worship fill the soul, and the 
man is enabled to worship God in spirit and in truth, 
which is the only sort of worship he will accept. The 
heart is then made mellow and full of melody, and 
the worshiper is prepared for all the other acts of 
worship. 

But the unfortunate attitude that most church 
members of today hold toward the singing makes 
such sweet and soulful singing impossible. They do 
not regard it as a part of the worship, and they do 
not feel called upon to be present for the singing; or 
if they are present, they do not sing, and some do not 
think it necessary to be especially attentive while the 
others are singing. In most places the song worship 
cannot be what it should be, because the worshipers 
(?)are constantly coming in, hunting seats, and salut
ing their neighbors while the saints are hymning the 
praises of their Maker and are endeavoring to "make 
melody with their hearts to the Lord." While some 
are thus making melody with their hearts, others are 
making a din with their feet, a disturbance with their 
bodies, and a discord with their tongues. Yet those 
who thus ignore that part of the solemn worship for 
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themselves and ruin it for the others would be the 
first to object and the last to yield the objection if 
some one should wish to bring in musical instru
ments to use with the singing. This is so inconsistent, 
and even so absurd, that we cannot well censure 
those favoring the instrument for disrespecting their 
objection. If you are never present during the song 
worship, what right have you to say how it should be 
conducted or what should be used in connection 
with it; or what consistency is there in your objection 
to instrumental accompaniment when you accom
pany the singing with boisterous talking as you ap
proach the door and by a noisy promenade down the 
aisle? This is a thing too frequently done; and, 0!, if 
we could make every one see just how ugly it is! Such 
conduct is boorish if not blasphemous. Such a thing 
should never be thought of among polite, refined 
people, to say nothing of those who should be wor
shipers and should at that very instant be engaged in 
the worship, or, if for any reason they are not in it, 
they should by all means feel a keen sense of their 
loss and get into it with all speed. 

In the hope of making Christians see the need of 
making the song worship what it should be, let us ask 
a few vital questions, and we trust every reader will 
seriously consider them and answer them to his own 
conscience: Is there any meaning in the singing? If 
not, why not do away with it altogether? Is it any 
part of the worship? If it is, should not every Chris
tian try conscientiously to have part· in it? Is singing 
an act of faith? If not, is it not sinful to practice it? 
(Rom. 14:23). If it is an act performed in faith to
ward God, how dare any Christian to neglect it or 
disregard it? If we should delay the Lord's Supper, 
the sermon, or any other part of the worship while 
"tarrying one for another," should we not delay the 
song worship also? If not, why not? If we should 
carry the emblems to those who enter the assembly 
after they were passed to the audience, why should 
we not repeat the song or songs that were sung be
fore they entered also? Was there anything in the 
songs for worshipers? If not, why were they sung? If 
there was, did not those who came late miss some
thing? 

While the thought of tardy worshipers is before 
us, let us consider another serious question: When is 
the most appropriate time to enter a worshiping as
sembly? It seems to be universally understood that it 
would be inappropriate to enter during prayer. That 
would show a lack of reverence; and, on account of 
our custom, it would show a lack of culture and 

14 :&~1 Found;~~! 

training, though it may be seriously doubted whether 
that would show any more lack of reverence than 
to enter while the Scriptures are being read. Which 
is the more important - what we say to God or 
what God says to us? No person with any depths of 
feeling or any degree of reverence would want to 
enter while the Lord's Supper is being celebrated. 
Then, to repeat the question, when is a good time 
to enter? While the singing is in progress. Ah, yes, 
that's the time! Come on in, and take your time 
about finding a seat. Go up and down the aisles till 
you find the place you want and then crowd in 
past four or five persons and sit down. Then get up 
again and take off your wraps, and turn around 
and throw them across the back of the seat and sit 
down. Now adjust those things on the back of the 
seat again. Look about over the audience to see 
who is there. Now emit a loud sigh to indicate that 
you are about to get settled. Now turn to the one sit
ting next to you and ask him how many songs "they" 
(ignore the fact that he is one of the singers) have 
sung. Tell him all about what made you late. 0, you 
had such a time! Tell him all about it. He is just sing
ing "Nearer, my God, to thee," or "My faith looks 
up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary," or "If ever I loved 
thee, my Jesus, 'tis now"; and, of course, he would 
be glad to hear all you have to say. 

If you do not think that would be proper, then 
answer the question: When is an appropriate time to 
enter an assembly of worshipers? There can be but 
one correct answer: Before the worship begins. Of 
course it is permissible to enter later, but it is not -
never is- proper. It is something to be overlooked 
and excused by those whose worship you disturb, 
and hence something to be regretted by you. When a 
person who is late to worship tells of some mishap or 
of some extraordinary occurrence that has caused his 
tardiness, and says he thinks he ought to be excused, 
there is, of course, an admission that the tardiness 
was improper, else why think of being excused? 
What is there to be excused for?' There are times 
when tardiness is unavoidable, but there is never a 
time when it is not to be regretted by those guilty. 

If we could get this lesson taught and learned, we 
would have removed one great handicap to our wor
ship. 

We need reverence. There is no surer indication 
of a well-bred character than reverence - reverence 
for everything sacred. A lack of reverence not only 
shows a lack of culture, but it also shows an absence 
of the finer feelings that go into the delicate con-



struction of a gentle and refined soul. It proclaims 
one of coarse breed, of common stock, and lacking 
in the essential qualities of the finest character. 

Boisterousness is a well-recognized characteristic 
of coarseness. Surely there is no need to speak 
against such a thing among Christians. 

There are two passages of scripture that should 
be printed on placards and placed in every school
house and church house in the country, and the 
preachers and teachers should frequently call atten
tion to them, illustrate their lessons, and point their 
morals. They are the following: "Wherefore, receiv
ing a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us have 
grace, whereby we may offer service well pleasing to 
God with reverence and awe: for our God is a con
suming fire" (Heb. 12:28). "But we exhort you, 
brethren, that ye study to be quiet, and to do your 
own business" (1 Thess. 4:10-11). 

Boisterousness, tardiness, and irreverence have 
done a great deal toward ruining the song worship of 
many congregations. Now let us suppose that we 
have a band of brethren who have all heeded these 
lessons and the first day of the week - the day for 
worship- has dawned. Eleven o'clock in the fore
noon is the hour for worship to begin. When that 
time arrives, the Christians are all in the house, in 
their seats, and are quiet, reading a hymn or the 
Bible, meditating, not talking and laughing - quiet 
(1 Thess. 4:10). Then the song leader arises and an
nounces a hymn. The congregation, being already in 
a meditative, worshipful frame of mind, takes up the 
tune as the leader starts and sings with the spirit (the 
spirit of each singer is in the worship; hence he wor
ships in the spirit) and with the understanding - he 
understands what the hymn says, understands the 
words he utters, and speaks them fervently to the 
glory and praise of God and to the edification of his 
fellow worshipers. What else is there now to learn 
about acceptable song worship, and what more is to 
be desired in the way of church music? 

But we may sum up all the New Testament says 
about church music in a few words, and we believe 
then each reader will see that the above meets all the 
requirements. Let us first read the passages: 

'1\.nd be not drunken with wine, wherein is riot; 
but be filled with the Spirit; speaking one to another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the Lord" (Eph. 
5: 18-19). 

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all 
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts unto God" (Col. 3:16-17). 

"I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also" (1 Cor. 14:15). 

"Through him then let us offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips 
which make confession to his name" (He b. 13: 15). 

We may say now that 
1. It is the privilege, if not the duty, of each wor

shiper to sing. 
2. That the songs must be spiritual songs. 
3. That the singing must be such as will teach, 

edify, admonish all the worshipers. 
4. That singing must be done with the spirit, 

with grace in the heart, and must make melody in the 
heart to the Lord. 

It is no violation of anything in the New Testa
ment - rather, it is sanctioned by it - for one man 
to sing to the audience if he can thereby edify and 
admonish the audience. Nor is it wrong for two per
sons, four persons, or six persons together to stand 
before the assembly and admonish them with a song 
or speak to them through a hymn - provided al
ways, of course, that the singers are themselves wor
shipers and that they are singing for the scriptural 
purpose, and provided, also, that they do not do all 
the singing and thereby take away the right and 
privilege that belongs to every Christian - to praise 
God in song. 

But some one suggests that some persons cannot 
sing. In reply, we say that they ought to learn to sing. 
Some people cannot read the Bible, but we insist that 
they ought to learn to read. It is further objected that 
some can never learn to sing. We cannot say whether 
that is true or not; but in a case of that kind we 
would suggest that the person get the hymn book, 
follow the words as the others sing, and try to make 
melody with his heart to the Lord. At least there is 
no excuse for his being inattentive. 
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Some Important Lessons 
From an Odogenarian 

By E. Claude Gardner 

I n response to an inquiry of the five most impor
tant lessons I have learned. I hereby submit an 
open-ended list to which others may be added: 
1. The church, the true church of the New Tes

tament, is the greatest and most important spiritual 
body in the universe. I have been earnest in encour
aging all responsible persons to obey the gospel and 
to be added to the Lord's church that is essential. 

2. Material objects and matters are not of main 
importance. This world is not our home! 

3.0ne's family, with its love and support, is a 
chief asset. Also, one must love all people in the 
world. 

4. Obedience to God which also includes 
prayer, faithful service and worship to the only true 
and living God. "Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his command
ments: for this is the whole duty of man" (Eccl. 
12:13. KJV). 

5. Education of the proper kind is the key to 
success and progress in being a Christian. 

6. Work hard to be successful and do not blame 
others. Persistence in worthwhile work will bring 
victory. One should never give up in a work that is 
God approved. I have been guided by Philippians 
4:13: "I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me." 

7. Courage requires one to do what is the truth 
- honest and right - regardless of opposition and 
questions. 

Reflections on My ao•• Birthday 
On this 16th day of January I am happy to observe 
my 80th birthday. I am thankful to live fourscore 
years as the psalmist declared in Psalm 90:10. I did 
not think I would reach this milestone. Now that 80 
has been reached, I have a fond hope to live to he 87, 
which was how long my Grandpa Sutton survived. 
Fondly I would be pleased to continue this journey 
until I am 100, provided I am useful and in reason
ably good health. 

The Lord has been merciful to me as Paul said 
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that God was merciful to Epaphroditus when he was 
near death. "For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: 
but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but 
on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow" 
(Phil. 2:27, KJV). My car accident on Aug. 31,2001, 
brought death to my beloved wife, Delorese, as we 
were returning home after closing a gospel meeting 
with the Marlow church at Walnut, Miss. I was hos
pitalized for about two months, and I have been told 
there was a likelihood that I would not survive. 

Thankfully my--improved-health -enables me to 
write for gospel papers, to take special appointments 
and funerals. I am able to preach regularly, preach in 
meetings, and speak on lectureships. In May I am to 
preach in a meeting at Wurzburg, Germany, where 
several American soldiers and their families attend. 

Glenda (a retired school teacher) and I are hap
pily married, and we stay busy serving the Lord. She 
is a good helper for me. Her children and my four 
children and six grandchildren are very attentive to 
our welfare, and we are highly blessed. At my age, I 
experience occasional health problems, but I am 
thankful for a reasonable portion of health to be able 
to preach and to be productive. 

I am thankful for the many prayers, visits, and 
good wishes. I appreciate the many calls and the 
birthday celebrations, proclamations, and the chapel 
recognition and the honor luncheon at Freed-Harde
man University - surprises! 
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(fhis is another in a series on world religions - the purpose of which is to demonstrate the superiority of Christ 
and the church.) 

Taoism 
Written, arranged, and edited by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T aoism is the ancient religion of the Chinese. 
The history of China reaches as far back as 
that of Egypt, but much of its early history is 

shrouded because of the lack of written records. 
Tao means "the way." It teaches that fate deter

mines the direction and outcome of every life. It is 
useless to struggle against your destiny and therefore 
happiness is the result of submitting to whatever 
happens in the belief that a objective power pushes 
you in the direction you should go. To fight against 
the power is to be unhappy; succumbing to the 
power is to be happy. 

Creation Myth 

"Before the first of the Celestial Sovereigns that lived 
and labored more than two million years ago, P'an 
Ku, the first man, four times the size of ordinary men 
to begin with, and destined to grow larger with his 
toil. He came when the world was still in chaos, and 
with hammer and chisel, during a period of epic la
bor lasting eighteen thousand years, he separated 
heaven and earth, hewed out places in the heavens 
for the sun, moon, and stars, dug out the valleys on 
the surface of the earth, piled high the mountains, 
and finally enriched the scene of his labors by his 
own self distribution." 

"When he died his remains fell apart and formed 
the Five Sacred Mountains of China. His head became 
T'ai Mountain in the East; his body Sung Mountain in 
the center; his right arm Heng Mountain in the North 
and his left Heng mountain in the South; his two feet 
Hua Mountain in the West. His breath became winds 
and clouds, his voice thunder, his flesh the fields; his 
beard was turned into stars, his bones into metals; his 
dropping sweat increased to rain, and lastly the insects 
which stuck to his body were transformed into 
people" (Man's Religions, Noss, p. 328). 

Sacred Books of Taoism 

The holy book of Taoism is the Tao Te Ching, a col
lection of 81 poems said to have been written by 
Lao-Tzu, the legendary founder of Taoism. 

Basic Elements of Taoism 
Tao is impersonal; it is without form and void; there
fore one meditates on the Tao but does not worship 
it. Tao is not aware or nor does it respond to things 
or persons. 

Ancient Chinese believed that the earth was flat, 
and China occupied the central place on the earth's 
surface. 

They were impressed with the order and har
mony of celestial movements. The earth also showed 
an obedience to law. 

They concluded that all life is under an unseen, 
powerful mandate, which they called "Tao," meaning 
"the way." Tao is the standard procedure of things 
(their correct method of operation or behavior). 

Tao of the universe is thought to be eternal. It was 
a way of perfection and its natural tendency is toward 
peace, prosperity and health. 

The .ancient Chinese accepted yang and yin. The 
yang is masculine and it said to be active, warm, dry, 
bright, positive. The yin is feminine and it is said to 
be fertile, dark, cold, wet, mysterious, secret. Yang is 
positive; Yin is negative. 

Earth was worshiped by building mounds of soil 
in various districts to which the people, mostly farm
ers, bowed down. The Yellow River and the principle 
mountains of China were from time immemorial the 
objects of worship. Later the heavens were also wor
shiped. This was followed by the worship of local
ized spirits, some of whom were benevolent and 
some of whom were malignant. There seemed to be 
a special fascination and fear for evil spirits. Very ter
rible were the man-eating demons, the vampires, 
ghouls, and gigantic devils with horned foreheads, 
long fangs, and a covering of fuzzy red hair. 
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Ancestor-worship is fundamental to Taoism. 
Dead ancestors were conceived as living and power
ful spirits. The dead were dependent on the living 
and the bond tying them to the living was strength
ened by prayers to them and sacrifices made in their 
honor. The living were, in turn, dependent on the 
dead; dead ancestors could help a family prosper, or 
if displeased could inflict punishment and poverty. 

"The ancestral shrine is the center of family life. 
The shrine occupied an alcove specially built for it 
and contained wooden tablets inscribed with the 
names of the ancestors. Wealthy families maintain 
family temples, often elaborately furnished. In front 
of the shrine or inside the ancestral temple, food sac
rifices were offered and ceremonies take place here 
in the presence of the ancestors." 

''At the back of the room, standing against the 
wall and taking up almost the whole length of it, a 
long table of varnished wood forms the altar. On this 
altar are stands holding small lacquered tablets, 
chronologically arranged, on which the names of the 
ancestors are inscribed. Hanging at the very top of 
the wall is the sign of deity (T'ien); and in front of 
the tables are lights and incense burners" (Man,s Re
ligions, Noss, p. 338). 

Taoism is non-structured and without hierarchy. 
The father in the family serves as priest- it is patri
archal. 

Chuang-Tzu 

Chuang-tzu (4th Century B.C.), most famous of the 
philosophical Taoists, taught that knowledge is not 
to know anything. He also taught that absolute truth 
and absolute good are unknowable. 

Chuang-tzu taught quietude, by which he meant 
passivity in all things. For example, the most famous 
story about Chuang-tzu is one concerning the offer 
of high political office made to him while he was 
fishing on the bank of the river P'u. The marquis of 
Ch'u sent two of his officials to offer Chuang-tzu 
the office of minister. Chuang-tzu went on fishing 
without turning his head, and said, "I have heard 
that in Ch'u there is a sacred tortoise which has 
been dead for some three thousand years. And that 
the prince keeps this tortoise enclosed in a chest on 
the altar of his ancestral temple. Now, would the 
tortoise rather be dead and his remains venerated, 
or be alive and wagging his tail in the mud?" The 
two officials replied, "It would rather be alive." 
Chuang-tzu said, "Begone ... I, too, will wag my tail 
in the mud." 
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Another of Chuang-tzu statements is, "Once 
upon a time, I, Chuang-tzu, dreamt I was a butterfly, 
fluttering hither and thither, to all intents and pur
poses a butterfly. Suddenly, I awaked. Now, I do not 
know whether I was then a man dreaming I was a 
butterfly, or whether I am now a butterfly dreaming I 
am a man." 

Another Taoist philosopher is said to have ridden 
through China on a mule, but facing backward on 
the grounds that he did care where was going and 
was only interested in seeing where he had been. 

Later Taoism 

In the 4'h Century A.D. Taoism turned to mysticism. 
Breathing exercises were used to increase the 

spiritual powers of the body and mind. 
Dietetics was practiced to prolong life and enable 

one to live exclusively on air and dew, in a state im
mune to illness. 

Alchemy had as its object the discovery of liquid 
or eatable gold, which it was hoped would confer 
immortality. 

Magic included charms to make one invisible, for 
changing one's shape at will, for freeing oneself from 
all bonds, and for raising and transporting oneself 
through space. 

These wonder-workers claimed to be Taoist 
priest with authority over the people, supplanting 
the patriarchal nature of original Taoism. 

Taoists began to ape Buddhism, which had been 
brought in from India. 

Lao-tzu was deified, with the title Emperor of 
Mysterious Origin. 

Lao-tzu's writings were united into a canon. 
Temples were erected. 
Heaven and hell were added. 
Many spirits were honored by the Taoists -

river, mountain, and star spirits, gods of health and 
luck, and many animal and vegetable spirits. 

Present Day Taoism 

Taoism went into decline under communist rule and 
was declared dead by the government. 

The Tiananmen Square Protest, 1989 in Beijing, 
was the culmination of a series of student led pro-de
mocracy demonstrations in China. On May 4, ap
proximately 100,000 students and workers marched 
in Beijing demanding democratic reforms. On May 
20 the government declared martial law, however 
the demonstrations continued. The government or
dered troops to Tiananmen Square. On June 3 and 4, 



1989, the People's Liberation Army brutally crushed 
pro-democracy supporters, killing hundreds of sup
porters, injuring another 10,000, and arresting hun
dreds of students and workers. Following the vio
lence, the government conducted widespread arrests, 
summary trials, and executions; banned the foreign 
press; and strictly controlled the Chinese press. Al
though the government had quelled similar protests 
since the mid-1980s, the extremely violent suppres-

sion of the Tiananmen Square protest caused wide
spread international condemnation of the Chinese 
government. 

There is today a budding revival of religion in 
China, and a renewal of interest in Taoism. 

(Sources for this article include Encarta Reference Library, 
Britannica Encyclopedia, World Religions, by John Noss, 
internet site: http://www.clas.ufl.edu/users/gthursby/taoism/) 
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A Laboratory Analysis of Agents of Change 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

F olks with a scientific turn of mind are driven 
to find out the what and why of things. 
They wish to know the ingredients or compo

nents that produce a particular phenomena. A new 
and different sort of preacher has appeared among 
churches or Christ in recent years. They are notice
ably different from the multitude of their peers and 
were virtually unknown or unheard of prior to 1980. 
This new variety wants to be distinguished from the 
older, traditional type of men who filled 'the pulpits 
prior to their arrival. They often refer to themselves 
as "change agents." Upon careful laboratory exami
nation by a well-trained research team, the following 
prominent characteristics were found to be common 
in the species. 

• Most change agents tend to have advanced 
worldly education in great seminaries or universities 
that make them feel superior to and sorry for their 
poor brothers and sisters in Christ, not privileged to 
share their level of knowledge. This in turn drives 
them to seek to impose their ideas on them whether 
they wish them or not. 

• Virtually all of them have been exposed to large 
doses of postmodernism which has destroyed their 
ability to discern good and evil, right and wrong. 
With their jaundiced eyes, all religious bodies and 
doctrines seem to be of equal value to them. 

• A strong commitment to ecumenism is common 
in this species. This makes them desire fellowship 
with all denominational church bodies of the large 
and resp~ctable sort. Doctrine does not weigh heavily 
with these agents. 

• Close examination reveals that they share a 

common embarrassment related to their member
ship in the small and scorned body of people known 
as churches of Christ. 

• They suffer from a craving for acceptance 
among the larger, more respectable "Evangelical 
Protestant churches." 

• A similar craving is observed for acceptance and 
recognition by their worldly academic peers, who 
tend to frown on any beliefs older than yesterday or 
firmer than water and especially on any church that 
thinks it has some special standing with God. 

• All of the specimens examined have a burning 
desire to occupy the pulpit of a big church. Being frus
trated in their goal by the restraints of and limitations 
of having to have Bible authority for their teaching 
and practice, they have rejected that inhibitor. 

• In each case reviewed we found a common loss 
of respect for the authority of God's Word, a loss of 
love for the church of Christ and a woeful lack of 
accurate knowledge of our brotherhood history. 

• Our research has discovered that in most cases 
there is a direct or indirect link back to university 
labs either in California, Texas, or Tennessee. We 
have concluded that in the congenial air of a liberal 
university Bible department this mind-set easily de
velops and soon gains control of the hearts of its vic
tims. 

Those who love the church and the Bible and 
want to see the church grow and prosper are urged 
to use precaution and avoid those places where in
fection is likely to occur. 10630 w. Foxfire 

Sun City, AZ 85375 
Fp 
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Fellowship Unity 
By R. W. Gray 

Eternal vigilance is not only required of those 
who would maintain freedom from political 
oppression, it is the price of freedom in 

Christ as well. Satan never rests from efforts to gain 
inroads into the body of Christ; creating suspicion, 
destroying peace, and tempting us to compromise 
with sin and error (Gal. 2:4). 

If we faint in the battle it is because we are not 
properly equipped as soldiers of jesus Christ (2 Tim. 
2:3-5). While we ought never to seek controversy, 
we must be aware that it will ever be present be
tween the forces of sin and the forces of righteous
ness (Gen. 3: 15). Who is he who does not wish it 
otherwise? But so long as the god of this world lives 
the battle will rage. 

Among the struggles confronting God's army to
day the proposals to "loosen the confines of fellow
ship" ranks high on the list. And regarding it Satan 
seems to have the first initiative, taking the day, 
bringing the battle to us. Are we as prepared as we 
should be in meeting and defeating his subtle strata
gems? (2 Cor. 2: 11). 

Paul raised the question, " ... for what fellowship 
(metoche) hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
... What communion (koinonia) hath light with dark
ness? He continues, "Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord" (2 
Cor. 6:14, 17). And while the apostle refers specifi
cally in context to concord with idolatry and all that 
it represents, he underscores the truth that fellow
ship has its limitations. We must ascertain the bound
aries so as not to go beyond bounds set by the Lord 
(2john 9-11; cfRom. 16:17). 

W.E. Vine makes some interesting observations 
regarding the noun form of koinonia, saying of it, "a 
having in common, partnership, fellowship recog
nized and enjoyed; thus it is used of the common ex
periences and interests of Christian men, Acts 2:42; 
Gal. 2:9; of participation in the knowledge of the 
Son of God, 1 Cor. 1:9; of sharing in the realization 
of the effects of the blood of Christ and the body of 
Christ, as set forth by the emblems of the Lord's Sup
per, 1 Cor 10:16; of participation of what is derived 
from the Holy Spirit, 2 Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:1; of par-

20 ~~ Found;~~! 

ticipation in the sufferings of Christ, Phil. 3:10; of 
sharing in the resurrection life possessed in Christ, 
and so of fellowship with the Father and the Son. 1 
john 1:3,6,7; negatively, of the impossibility of com
munion between light and darkness, 2 Cor. 6: 14" 
(Dictionary of N.T. Words p. 215). 

When Israel ate of the Jewish sacrifices they were 
"partakers" (koinonos adj.) of the "alter" as well. 
They had "fellowship," that is, "joint participation," 
with all that the alter represented (1 Cor. 10:18). In 
like manner we have "fellowship," "communion," 
i.e., "partake of" the body of Christ when we, as one 
body, eat the one bread and drink the one cup (1 
Cor. 10:16-17). Early saints were to avoid "eating 
idol meat, "or "partaking" of Gentile sacrifices in a 
manner that would place them in "fellowship" with 
demons (1 Cor. 10:20). 

When men advance error regarding holy living 
·we must not "partake" of their sins, but rather "re
buke them" (Eph. 5:7-11). We are urged to "come 
out" of spiritual Babylon lest we "partake" of her 
sins (Rev. 18:4). If we "bid them well" who advance 
error contrary to the doctrine of Christ we "partake" 
of their evil deeds (2 john 11). 

It is more than a little amazing that erring breth
ren will affirm that adding a mechanical instrument 
to the corporate worship of the church constitutes a 
matter that is "beyond" the doctrine of Christ, that it 
is a perversion of truth and divine revelation, yet in
sist we may "fellowship" those who so teach and 
practice. Why would we not be as accursed when we 
pervert an action that brings us into sacred nearness 
with the Maker of the worlds as are those who im
pose circumcision as a condition of salvation? (Gal. 
1 :6-9). Both are "borrowed" from the same "old" 
law (Gal. 5:4 ). May we corrupt the worship of Al
mighty God with impunity while we suffer an eternal 
cutting off when we add an element to the gospel of 
grace? Is heaven more interested in maintaining the 
"purity" of the faith in one area than in another? If 
so, where is the divine precedent that would so sug
gest? Where do wayward brethren find this double 
standard? 

If one who fellowshipped a neo-gnostic teacher 



became a partaker with his evil deeds, how may one 
who fellowships those who pervert the worship of the 
Lord avoid becoming a "partaker" of his innovation, 
his perversion? (2 John 9-11). John identifies both 
those who deny the divinity of Christ and those who 
"progress beyond" things taught by Christ. It is more 
than passingly strange to suppose that John is saying 
one may "transgress," "run ahead," "run ahead too 
far," a mere fact regarding the Christ. "The man who 
is so advanced that he is not content with what Christ 
taught" (Phillips Translation). The "doctrine of de
mons" obviously embodies errors advanced by de
mons, not merely "facts" regarding their status (1 
Tim. 4:lb). We are to mark all who teach or act con
trary to the doctrine which is of Christ, avoiding any 
"fellowship" with them (Rom. 16:17). 

Those proposing we overlook the controversy 
regarding the instrument in worship, partake with 
those who welcome the pious unimmersed, partici
pate in would-be worship with those who are not 
Christians by New Testament definition, place 
women in leadership roles over men; have, by their 
own admission, abandoned any semblance of a resto
ration concept. 

It is difficult to imagine that present-day change 
agents are unaware of the historical implications of 
their folly. They must know this is the course set out 
by Disciples of Christ eons ago that has led them into 
almost total oblivion. They must know that (histori
cally) such "novel" (?) ideas and practices draw a 
crowd initially; while in the final analysis drive sin
cere truth seekers to search out those who yet speak 
where the Bible speaks. It staggers the imagination 
that they will hitch their wagon to a group that has 
won the distinction of being "the fastest dying 
Church in America." 

Our late and beloved, Leroy Brownlow, in assess
ing these trends was on target when he exhorted, "If 
you have any prayers to pray, pray them now!" "If 
you have any tears to shed, shed them now!" We 
have been warned for years that failure to teach each 
generation the fundamentals of the faith will result 
in a repeat of the heart-rending past. Our failure has 
opened the door for change agents to lead many 
down the same trail of tears that frustrated the resto
ration plea a century ago. 

The time-worn arguments used by digressives of 
the past are resurrected to deceive the uninformed 
and unsuspecting. "I have a brother in the flesh," they 
will propose, "whose life-style is abominable, but he is 
still my brother." They thus imply that those in error 

may well be "my brother" whose practices are 
unscriptural - "but he is still my brother, and I will 
fellowship him." The prodigal of Luke 15 was brother 
to the one who remained at his father's house, who, 
upon the prodigals "return," should have embraced 
him. Had he gone to join "his brother" while he was 
in the "hog pen," however, he would have been a 
"partaker" of his evil deeds. Apostates of the North
ern Kingdom of Israel were "kinsmen" of Amos who 
was sent to warn them of the consequences of their 
apostasy (Amos 4:12). From the standpoint of "cir
cumcision" they may have been viewed as "spiritual 
brethren," but this did not permit Amos to fellowship 
them in their error. Like Amos, we are to "withdraw" 
from every brother who walks disorderly (2 Thess. 
3:6). It doesn't require the mind of a Solomon to de
termine the difference between "withdrawal" and 
"joint participation." 

Back in the '60s and '70s of the past century 
good men foretold the soon escape "from the closet" 
on the part of a liberal element. They were good 
prophets. It does not require great "foresight" to 
know that Community Church bound brethren will 
soon be where Disciples of Christ now are. Unless 
the present trend is reversed, they will lead to that 
low ebb even faster than did apostates of a century 
ago. As then, even now, it is loss of respect for the 
inspiration of Holy Scripture that is at the root of the 
problem .. 

Unity is desirable. Our Lord died to achieve it. 
But it is the unity of the Spirit, not unity at the ex
pense of truth that the Lord desires (Eph. 4:1-4). Are 
we to love those who embrace such errors? Of 
course! Are we to pray for them? Certainly! Are we 
to demonstrate a spirit of unkindness toward them? 
God forbid! Should we continue to plead with them 
to return to the old paths? Yes! All who "fellowship" 
them in their error, however, do so at the peril of 
their souls. 563 McGukin Rd. 
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The Pre-Writing Prophets Elisha 
By Jack Lewis 

We first encounter Elisha when Elijah is 
at the cave in Mt. Horeb where Elijah 
had fled to escapeJezebel who had threat

ened to kill him. Elijah at that time complained to the 
Lord that the prophets had been killed and that he 
alone was left (1 Kings 19:4-10). But the Lord com
missioned him to select people to carry on his work of 
opposing the worship of Baal. He was to appoint 
Hazael to be king of Aram, Jehu to be king over Israel, 
and Elisha, son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah (conjec
turally located at Tell Abu Sifri in the west Jordan val
ley about midway between the Dead Sea and the sea of 
Galilee) to be prophet in his place (1 Kings 19:9-18; 
cf. 2 Kings 9:1). The unfaithful who escaped the one 
in the series would be slain by the other. Elisha was 
specifically selected by the Lord for his work. He was 
a prophet to the northern kingdom with contact only 
with Jehoshaphat of the southern kingdom (2 Kings 
3:12-14). 

The name Elisha means "My God is salvation." 
He is called a "man of God" more often than he is 
called a "prophet," and "man of God" is used for 
him far more often than for any other figure. Elisha 
was of rural background even as King Saul had been 
a farmer before he became king (1 Sam. 11 :5). Elijah 
found Elisha plowing 12 yoke of oxen; oxen were 
common motive power in the biblical world (cf. 
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Luke 14:19). God chose people of diverse back
grounds to be prophets. Special prior training was 
not required. Elijah threw his mantle over Elisha; El
isha understood the significance of the gesture, and 
he left the oxen and ran after Elijah. Elisha requested 
permission to kiss his father and mother before fol
lowing. Elijah sent him back. Elisha slew the yoke of 
oxen, boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people 
who ate it. Elisha then followed Elijah and served 
him (1 Kings 19:21) as Joshua earlier had served 
Moses (Exod. 24:13). Elisha had no intention of 
coming back to farming. The two developed the best 
example of a teacher-disciple relationship we· have in 
the prophetic movement in Israel. We, however, are 
not given many details. 

It is only at the time of Elijah's ascension that 
Elisha next appears (2 Kings 2:1). The two were on 
their way from Gilgal, the exact location of which is 
unknown, but is different from the Gilgal in the Jor
dan valley near Jericho. The two were going to Be
thel which is on the mountain. Elijah urged Elisha to 
remain behind, but Elisha voluntarily made ~n oath 
that he would not leave him. The sons of the proph
ets at Bethel informed Elisha that Elijah was to be 
taken from him that day; but he already knew it. 
"Sons of the prophets" are met in scripture only in 
the time of Elisha and in the statement of Amos, "I 
was/am no prophet and no son of a prophet" (Amos 
7:14 ). Elisha refused to remain behind at Bethel (2 
Kings 2:4). 

Next they go to Jericho, and again Elisha with an 
oath refuses to remain behind. The sons of the 
prophets at Jericho inform Elisha that Elijah is to be 
taken from him that day. He tells them that he al
ready knows. We are not told how. Elijah suggests 
that Elisha stay behind at Jericho, and again Elisha 
with an oath refuses (2 Kings 2:6). At the bank of the 
Jordan, Elijah takes his mantle, rolls it up, strikes the 
water, and it parts for them to pass through on dry 
ground (2 Kings 2:8). Fifty sons of the prophets ob
served Elijah from a distance. Centuries earlier the 
waters of the Red Sea had parted for Moses as he 
stretched out his hand over the sea (Exod. 14:21). 

Elijah asks Elisha what he can do for him before 



they part. Elisha does not seek wealth or prestige, 
but requests a double share of Elijah's spirit. Though 
recognizing that the request is a hard one, Elijah 
promises that it will be done only if Elisha sees him 
when he is taken away. In Israel, the eldest son re
ceived a double portion of the inheritance (Dent. 
21: 17). Elisha seems to be asking to be Elijah's heir. 
A chariot of fire and horses of fire separate them as 
they went on, and a whirlwind took Elijah into 
heaven. Elisha lamented, "My father, my father! the 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" In this· way, 
Elijah joined Enoch (Gen. 5:24) as one of the two 
biblical Old Testament characters not dying. 

Elisha took his own clothes and tore them into 
two pieces as a gesture of distress (2 Kings 2: 12). The 
mantle of Elijah had fallen on him. This is the origin of 
our statement that the mantle of a leader falls on his 
successor. Elisha took the mantle and struck the wa
ters of the Jordan, saying, "Where is the Lord, the 
God of Elijah?" The waters again parted, and Elisha 
crossed. 

When some of the sons of the prophets saw Elisha 
back again with them, they said, "The spirit of Elijah 
rests on Elisha" (2 Kings 2: 15). They prostrated them
selves before him. They requested that he allow 50 of 
them to go look for Elijah just in case the Spirit of the 
Lord had cast him on some mountain or in some val
ley. Elijah had appeared and disappeared before. El
isha refused them. But upon their urging, he granted 
permission. The men sought Elijah in vain for three 
days. When they returned, Elisha's response was, 
"Did I not say to you, Do not go?" 

The people of Jericho informed Elisha that their 
city was pleasant (2 Kings 2: 19). Jericho is an oasis 
formed by abundant springs in a desert region. There 
are flowers in abundance, palm trees, and fruits. It is 
described elsewhere as a city of palms Uudges 1:16; 
3:13; 2 Chron. 28:15). The people of Jericho com
plain that the water is bad and the land unproduc
tive. Elisha asks for a new bowl into which salt had 
been put. Elisha threw the salt into the spring of wa
ter and said, "Thus says the Lord, "I have made this 
water wholesome; henceforth neither death nor mis
carriage shall come from it." In this way the water 
became wholesome and remained so "to this day" (2 
Kings 2:22). It is to be expected that visitors to Jeri
cho would be shown an abundant spring and that it 
be called "Elisha's Spring." 

Elisha was a wonder worker with marvels more 
numerous and more unusual than those of Elijah. 
Someone counted 18 in all, about double the number 

narrated for Elijah. Elisha went from Jericho to Be
thel (2 Kings 2:23). Along the way small boys 
'tte'arim qetannim) taunted him, "Go up, you 
baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!" The exact age of 
the boys cannot be determined. Children in the 
Middle East can be annoying. I was at Mosul in Iraq 
to see the ancient site of ancient Nineveh which is 
across the Tigris River from Mosul. I soon picked up 
a troop beating on pans and shouting, "Englisi, 
Englisi." So I can be sympathetic with Elisha's prob
lem. Elisha cursed the boys in the name of the Lord, 
and two female bears came out of woods and tore 42 
of the boys. This is one of the miraculous events nar
rated in the Bible which brings harm to the recipients. 
This is the only episode in Elisha's career that anyone 
could evaluate as lacking compassion. Bethel was a 
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center where golden-calf worship centered. Amos 
later had trouble with Amaziah the priest there 
(Amos 7). The motive of the boys is not explained. 

It is estimated that Elisha was active from 850 to 
800 B.C. during the reigns of kings Jehoram, Jehu, 
Jehoahaz, and Joash (also called Jehoash). This 
would put him about a half century before the time 
of Amos. Instead of being in conflict with the kings 
as Elijah had been, he served as their adviser. Elisha 
had a house in Samaria (2 Kings 6:32). He is de
picted as having led a more social life than Elijah did. 
No exact chronology for his actions has been worked 
out. One cannot assume that events are narrated in a 
chronological sequence. 

The widow of one of the sons of the prophets 
complained that creditors were about to take her 
two children to be slaves (2 Kings 4:1ff.). The law 
permitted such sale (Exod. 21 :7; Lev. 25 :39; Amos 
2:6; 8:6). The widow had nothing in her house ex
cept a jar of olive oil. The prophet told her to bor
row numerous vessels from her neighbors, to shut 
the door on herself and her children, and to pour out 
the oil. She did, and when she had filled all the ves
sels and asked for another vessel, there was no more. 
The oil stopped flowing. She sold the oil, paid her 
debts, and lived on the rest (2 Kings 4:1-7). The sup
ply had been limited only by how many vessels she 
had faith to borrow. Josephus embellishes this story 
making her the widow of Obadiah who saved proph
ets in the Ahab, Athaliah story (Ant. 9.4.2 [47-50]). 

One of the most thrilling of the Elisha stories 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2 :14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; M att. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:3 8 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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concerns the wealthy Shunammite woman whose 
home he visited from time to time. Shunem is in 
lower Galilee on the southwest slope of Mt. Moreh 
in the Esdraelon plain. Calling Elisha "a holy man of 
God," the woman proposed to her husband that they 
add a room on the roof of their house for him to use 
when he came by (2 Kings 4:10). It was furnished 
with a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp - comfort
able but with the bare essentials. Our modern culture 
with its comfortable motels has robbed us of the 
blessings of showing hospitality to God's traveling 
servants and of the resulting benefit of contact with 
their godly personalities. 

In appreciation, Elisha asked what he could do for 
her. He could speak to the king or to the commander 
of the army. In that culture, women were sometimes 
captives of war. H er reply was, "I dwell among my 
own people." One would have to look long for a bet
ter description of complete contentment (2 Kings 
4:13). 

Gehazi, Elisha's servant, suggested that the 
woman's husband was old and that they had no son. 
Elisha promised her that within the year she would 
have a son. Sarah had been given such a promise 
long before Elisha (Gen. 18:10). The woman could 
not believe it: "No, my Lord, 0 man of God, do not 
lie to your maidservant" (2 Kings 4:16). But the 
child was born the following spring. 

When the child had grown (his exact age is not 
given) he was among the reapers and suffered what 
appears to be heat stroke. He complained, "Oh my 
head, my head" (2 Kings 4:19). He was brought to 
his mother, but he died at noon. She laid him on the 
bed in Elisha's room and then asked her husband to 
send one of the servants with one of the donkeys. 
Though the husband did not understand why she 
wanted it, he complied. She set out for Mt. Carmel 

Alleged Bible 
Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 

Deals with nearly 500 religious subjects. 
Some chapters: The Inspiration of the Bible; 
Why Difficulities in the Bible?; Results of the 

----' Discrepancies; God; Christ; Holy Spirit; Man; 
Historical Facts. Hardback 303 pgs. 

$12.95 plus $4.00 s&h 
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(about 25 miles away) to see Elisha. Elijah earlier had 
the contest with the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel 
(1 Kings 18). 

Elisha saw her coming and sent Gehazi to ask 
about herself, her husband, and the child. She came 
to Elisha and as a suppliant took hold of his feet. 
Though a prophet, Elisha did not have insight into 
her problem. A prophet did not have all knowledge. 
The Lord revealed to them what he wanted them to 
know. In her distress, the woman said, "Did I ask my 
Lord for a son? Did I not say, Do not deceive me?" 
That is, she would have been spared her grief if the 
boy had never been born. 

Elijah sent Gehazi, staff in hand, to go without 
being interrupted by any one to lay Elisha's staff on 
the child's face. The woman refused to leave Elisha, so 
he followed her. Gehazi, after going to the child, re
ported no signs of life. "The child has not awaked." 

Elisha came to the room, closed the door, and 
prayed to the Lord. He lay upon the child mouth to 
mouth, eye to eye, hand on hand. The flesh of the 
child grew warm. Elisha walked to and fro in the 
house and again stretched himself on the child who 
now sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. Elijah 
told Gehazi to call the woman. He told her to take up 
her son. She fell at his feet, took her son, and went out. 
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews in his survey 
of people of faith summarizes, "Women received their 
dead by resurrection" (Heb. 11 :35). Elijah earlier had 
restored to life the son of the woman of Zarephath 
who had taken care of him (1 Kings 17:17-24), and 
there are similarities in the two stories. 

At a later time Elisha told this woman that there 
would be a famine in the land for seven years (2 
Kings 8:1). The woman went with her family to the 
land of the Philistines for this period of seven years 
but then returned at its end to claim her land. When 
she appealed to the king, the king was asking Gehazi 
(who apparently at this time was not yet suffering 
from leprosy) about the great things Elisha had done. 
Gehazi narrated her story and was able to tell the 
king that the woman was the one appealing to him. 
The king questioned her and then ordered an official 
to restore her land with all the produce of the fields 
from the time she had left (2 Kings 8:1-6). 

Other wonders of Elisha included that at Gilgal 
when there was a famine. Elisha ordered his servants 
to prepare food .for the sons of the prophets. One of 
the men ignorantly put poisonous wild gourds in the 
pot, but Elisha threw meal in, and the food became 
harmless (2 Kings 4:38-41). 

From the fact that in this story the sons of the 
prophets were sitting before Elisha, some have tried 
to make this episode a school situation. There is no 
dispute that students did sit (yasl; Sir. 51:23 (291), 
but that is not the only sitting situation of the Old 
Testament (cf. Ezek. 8: 1). This argument claims too 
much. 

A man from Baal-shalishah brought 20 barley 
loaves and some heads of grain. Elisha ordered these 
set before 100 men (cf. 1 Kings 18:4). His servant 
could not see how such sparse supplies could feed so 
many. But Elisha insisted that it was a command of 
God. The servant complied, all ate, and there was 
some left over (2 Kings 4:42-44). Jesus later did this 
sort of supply in feeding the 5,000 and the 4,000 
(Matt. 14:13-21; 15:32-38). 

When sons of the prophets (cf. 2 Kings 4:38) were 
building themselves a larger house, they went to the 
Jordan to get timber, and Elisha went with them. But 
as one was felling a log, his ax head fell into he water. 
At his lament that it was borrowed, Elisha asked 
where it fell. He then cut a stick, threw it into the 
water, and the ax head floated for the man to pick up 
(2 Kings 6:1-8). (To be continued.) 
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A Religious History 1960-2060 
by Madalyn M. O'Hair IV 

Reported by Frazier Conley 

[This article is fictional, at least in form - FC] 

OHare: "As is well recognized, Christianity 
has been all but vanquished in America. In 
1960, America was virtually a true "Chris

tian nation." And yet here we are, a short 100 years 
later, and Christianity has been driven into retreat 
into third world countries - Islamic persecution is 
doing the work for us there. The "ro tting corpse of 
Christianity" is no longer just a dream. 

"Nearly all the descendants of some of the most 
devout and dedicated Christians ever are now athe
ists and agnostics. What a victory for the left, for 
secularism, humanism, socialism, and atheism! How 
were we able to achieve this? 

"Of course it all began in the 1960s when we 
were able to coordinate several important initiatives. 
We invented the "separation of church and state" 

Sounding Brass 
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of instrumental music in the 
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William Woodson 
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by year, they [the authors] show the significance of the use 
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motto, unity and the loss of respect for Bible authority .... 
The authors show conclusively that the church did not di
vide over sectional and cultural issues ... but rather because 
of the introduction of instrumental music, the missionary 
society, and a liberal attitude toward the authority of the 
Bible." 
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myth. The ignoramuses never even looked to see if it 
was really in the Constitution. 

"We manipulated the pop culture so that the 
youth were programmed into thinking that the 
Beatles (remember them, "we are more popular than 
Jesus" and "Imagine a world without religion") and 
the multitude o f Rock (hard Rock, metallic Rock, 
etc.) groups that followed were really spontaneous 
expressions of popular ideas. 

"Getting most all religious programming off the 
main networks helped a lot. Remember all those TV 
preachers we got put in jail on trumped up tax 
charges, etc. 

"Of course, by far the most important accomplish
ment was our government monopoly on education. 
We were able to remove virtually all respectful refer
ence to religion. We made home-schoolers look like 
idiots. We blocked vouchers. We have been able to 
educate most of the generations from ages 4 and 5 
through high school without a single audible prayer, 
without any reference to God as anything except myth 
and superstition, and of course with continual advo
cacy of evolution (making the idea of Biblical "cre
ation" look ridiculous)- this was much of the battle. 

"Those children who had devout parents no 
doubt wondered why God was excluded from their 
daily education. It gradually dawned on them that 
educated people must consider religion to be supersti
tion. We did this in spite of the fact that most educa
tors in the schools down to the last few decades were 
often very religious people. But we tied their hands 
with court rulings and threats of lawsuits- the ever
present "separation of church and state" myth. 

"Television and movies played a major role in 
our victory. We constantly depicted American fami
lies in our sit-coms as godless and immoral. That 
there are significant consequences to what they call 
"immoral behavior" was suppressed. We encouraged 
the breakup of the American home. This can hardly 
be overestimated in its value. Religion and religious 



people were the constant butt of our comedy and 
negative comment. 

"One of our significant accomplishments was 
modernistic control of most of the theological insti
tutions of higher learning (it's amazing what liberal
foundations money can do). We would get these 
young graduates of Bible colleges, all enthralled with 
the credentials of our Ph.D. faculties (faculties of 
course carefully screened and schooled in mainly 
German modernist and post-modern infidelism). By 
the time they had spent the next three to five years 
or more immersed in negative modernist Biblical 
criticism, they were thoroughly brainwashed. They 
went back to their Bible colleges and began destroy
ing faith in the Bible without our lifting a hand. Now 
much of what is called Christianity is nothing more 
than liberal "social awareness." 

'~nd of course the licensing and taxation of the 
churches legislation that was passed 25 years ago has 
been one of the last major stakes in the heart of the 

beast. When it became law that any organized reli
gious group in order to be licensed would have to 
agree to perform homosexual marriages, and employ 
homosexuals as ministers it had a devastating effect 
on them. The number of church buildings that were 
simply abandoned was astonishing. Of course, it 
served them right for their long history of homopho
bia. 

"It remains kind of a mystery why Christians did 
not rise up and try to stop us - we were vastly out
numbered at the start. But we were just too smart for 
them - they were too dumb. They kept voting our 
candidates into office and supporting our policies. 
And fortunately enough of them just did not care. 

"We will have to be vigilant of course. Christian
ity has proved to be quite resilient. One never knows 
when it might make a comeback, but for now
what a victory!" P.O. Box 7 

Whitewright, TX 75491 
fconley@cableone.net 
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Paul Arrested and Beaten 
(G. Campbell Morgan, a Baptist preacher, in his book, The Acts of the Apostles, generally upholds the Calvinist 
view of salvation -especially with reference to predestination and baptism. He does make some comment that 
is worth pondering. In his comments on the 22nd chapter of Acts, in discussing the tumult that arose when Paul 
was discovered in the jewish Temple and falsely accused, Morgan made some observations that are interesting 
and on target.) 

I n the application of the teaching of this passage 
let us begin with that furious mob. We learn first 
the danger of prejudice. The test of conviction 

is the temper it produces. Frenzy in defence is always 
a condemnation of the thing defended. That is a 
great principle. Test it by all these New Testament 
pictures, and it will be found that those who were set 
for the defence of the Gospel were always quiet, 
calm, sure, never possessed by panic, never descend
ing to anything in the nature of unfairness or abuse 
of those from whom they differed. It is a lie that de
mands frenzy in defence, even though the frenzied 
man may not know that it is a lie. 

Then we turn to the Mother Church, and in do
ing so we see the need of a clear line of severance be
tween the Church and all that contradicts her claims. 
The line of demarcation ought to be marked and 
drawn with a fine distinction and courtesy; but it 

must be done. There is a toleration which is treach
ery. There is a peace which issues in paralysis. There 
are hours when the Church must say No to those 
who ask com'munion with her, in the doing of her 
work, upon the basis of compromise. Such standing 
aloof may produce ostracism and persecution; but it 
will maintain power and influence. If the Church of 
God in the cities of today were aloof from the max
ims of the age, separated from the materialistic phi
losophies of the schools, bearing her witness alone to 
the all-sufficiency of Christ, and the perfection of 
His salvation, even though persecuted and ostracized 
and bruised, it would be to her that men would look 
in the hour of their heartbreak and sorrow and na
tional need. The reason why men do not look to the 
Church today is that she has destroyed her own in
fluence by compromise. 
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10th Annual 

Elders & Wives Retreat 
at Faulkner University! 

Faulkner University's lovely campus is the scene as Elders and 
wives from around the country gather to hear interesting and 
relevant presentations by outstanding speakers, have fun and 
fellowship, and share experiences with others who face similar 
challenges. 

Highlights 
~.., Lessons by 

• Charles Hodge 
• Jerrie Barber 
• Cecil May Jr. 
• Faulkner Staff 
• Gail Barber (special for the ladies) 

~..,Fun Doings 
• Fish Fry and Talent Show 
• Dinner Theatre production of My Fair Lady 

Schedule: 
~.., Registration/check in 

• Monday 1 to 5 p.m. 
• First Session: Monday 5:30 p.m. 
• Daily Sessions: Tuesday - Thursday 

~.., Cost 

• $100 per person includes all meals, lodging (on campus), materials. 

~.., Lodging 

• Rooms (a limited number) on campus with private bath facilities 
• RV park 18 cement pads/utilities available, first request/first served 
• Space is limited. Register soon! 

~ Dress is Casual for the entire event! 

Contact: Lanette Taylor • (334) 386-7108 • ltaylor@faulkner.edu 



Potpourri ... 
Our aim is to furnish a flavoring of religious 

news around the world. Our mission is to 
encourage a greater knowledge of the 

Bible that results in ardent service to Christ. Let us 
be zealous for every righteous undertaking and firm 
in opposing evil. 

Anglican Leaders Seek to Avoid Schism 
@Leaders of the global Anglican communion have 

asked the Episcopal Church U.S.A. and the Anglican 
Church of Canada to withdraw their representatives 
temporarily from a key governing body of the denomi
nation, in an unprecedented move to avoid a schism 
over the American church's consecration of an openly 
gay man as a bishop and both churches' blessing of 
same-sex unions (New York Times, Feb. 25, 2005). 

Brave New Schools 
{?Hn what's perceived as a case of political cor

rectness trumping history and everyday usage, stu
dents in Australia are now seeing the calendar term 
B.C.- which stands for "Before Christ"- being re
placed with BCE, meaning "Before Common Era." 

"This is political correctness gone mad," Shadow 
Education Minister Jillian Skinner told the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph. "You ask the average mum and dad 
out there how they refer to time and calendars, they 
will use Before Christ [B.C.]." 

The change by the Department of Education was 
first noticed during this week's English Language 
and Literacy Assessment test, as 157,000 students in 
New South Wales were presented with the new term 
(Mar. 3, 2005, WorldNetDaily.com). 

God and Evolution 
@Modern science is turning up a possible reason 

why the religious right is flourishing and secular lib
erals aren't: instinct. It turns out that our DNA may 
predispose humans toward religious faith. 

The notion of a genetic inclinatio n toward reli
gion is not new. Edward Wilson, the founder of the 
field of sociobiology, argued in the 1970s that a pre
disposition to religion may have had evolutionary 
advantages. 

Partly that's because the religious seem to adopt 
healthier lifestyles - they are less likely to smoke, 
for example. And faith may give people strength to 

overcome illness - after all, if faith in placebo sugar 
pills works, why not faith in God? 

Another possibility involves brain chemistry. 
Genes that promote spirituality may do so in part by 
stimulating chemical messengers in the brain like 
dopamine, which can make people optimistic and so
ciable- and perhaps more likely to have children. 

A propensity to faith in some form appears to be 
embedded within us as a profound part of human ex
istence, as inextricable and perhaps inexplicable as the 
way we love and laugh (New York Times, Feb. 12, 
2005). 

[He hath made everything beautiful in its time: 
also he hath set eternity in their heart, yet so that 
man cannot find out the work that God hath done 
from the beginning even to the end- Eccl. 3: 11.] 

Evolution Watch 
'?iA flamboyant anthropo logy professor, whose 

work had been cited as evidence Neanderthal man 
once lived in Northern Europe, has resigned after a 
German university panel ruled he fabricated data 
and plagiarized the works of his colleagues. 

Reiner Protsch von Zieten, a Frankfurt university 
panel ruled, lied about the age of human skulls, dar-
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This book bears the subtitle, "The Startling Truth 
about Neanderthal Man," but it is far more than that. 
In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept of 
"prehistory," belabors how fossils are uncovered, 
examines some of the faulty assumptions behind 
recent fossil finds, presents evidence from the fossil 
record against hominid evolution, and investigates 
evidence substantiating the biblical creation 
account. Exciting reading. 350 pgs., paperback 
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ing them tens of thousands of years old, even though 
they were much younger, reports Deutsche Welle. 

"The commission finds that Prof. Protsch has 
forged and manipulated scientific facts over the past 
30 years," the university said of the widely recog
nized expert in carbon data in a prepared statement. 

Protsch's work first came under suspicion last 
year during a routine investigation of German pre
historic remains by two other anthropologists. 

"We had decided to subject many of these finds 
to modern techniques to check their authenticity so 
we sent them to Oxford [University] for testing," 
one of the researchers told The Sunday Telegraph. "It 
was a routine examination and in no way an attempt 
to discredit Prof. von Zieten." In their report, they 
called Protsch's 30 years of work a "dating disaster." 

Among their findings was an age of only 3,300 
years for the female "Bischof-Speyer" skeleton, found 
with unusually good teeth in Northern Germany, that 
Protsch dated to 21,300 years. 

Another dating error was identified for a skull 
found near Paderborn, Germany, that Protsch dated 
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at 27,400 years old. It was believed to be the oldest 
human remain found in the region until the Oxford 
investigations indicated it belonged to an elderly 
man who died in 1750. 

The fallout from Protsch's false dating of north
ern European bone finds is only beginning (Feb. 19, 
2005, WorldNetDaily.com). 

Atheistic Evolutionists 
@Humanist Manifesto I was a statement signed by 

]. Dewey and other U.S. philosophers and published 
in 1933; reflects the pragmatism of W. James et al.; 
professes anthropological atheism built on the theory 
of evolution; defines humanism as "faith in the su
preme value and self-perfectibility of human person
ality." 

Humanist Manifesto II appeared 1973 with 
statements on religion, ethics, the individual, demo
cratic society, and humanity as a whole; signed by Sir 
J.S. Huxley and other humanists. The Preface says: 
"Humanists still believe that .. . faith in the prayer
hearing God, assumed to love and care for persons, 
to hear and understand their prayers, and to be able 
to do something about them, is an unproved and 
outmoded faith." On religion: "Promises of immor
tal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both il
lusory and harmful." On ethics: "Moral values de
rive their source from human experience. Ethics is 
autonomous and situational." 

[The philosophy of the Humanist Manifesto de
fies man and humanizes God. It is the motto of mod
ern education - the higher up the educational lad
der you climb the more rancid does the humanist 
philosophy become. It is leaven and can infiltrate 
and permeate even schools that claim to be Chris
tian. Watch ye, therefore ... ] 

Price of Indecency 
C9l Last year, the Federal Communications Com

mission doled out a record $7.7 million in fines for 
violations of its decency standards. The Federal 
House of Representatives gave the FCC the ammuni
tion to levy some really serious fines. The House 
voted 389-38 to boost the maximum penalties for 
offending companies to $500,000 from $32,500 and 
for single entertainers to $500,000 from $11,000. 
The Senate still must vote on its own measure, and 
then the House and Senate bills must be reconciled; 
the two chambers failed to agree on the terms of a 
simi lar bill last year. Last year's decency campaign 
left many broadcasters shell-shocked, leading to 
some extreme reactions, including the decision by 



ABC affiliates not to air the film "Saving Private 
Ryan" and Fox's decision to pixellate the naked rear 
end of a cartoon character in the series "Family 
Guy." Critics of tougher penalties believe they're too 
oppressive, while supporters say broadcast program
ming had grown too permissive. 

New Book 
{iiThe Kinsey Corruption: An Expose on the Most 

Influential Scientist of Our Time, by Susan Brinkman, 
and based on the research of Dr. Judith Reisman is 
available. 

The book discusses how, since the sexual revolu
tion escalated 40 years ago, morality in America has 
been in a state of rapid decline. In only four decades, 
we have gone from a country of traditional family 
values to a nation of widespread promiscuity, cohabi
tation, soaring divorce rates, and an explosion of 
sexual crime committed against women and children . 
How could things go so wrong so fast? 

Many experts answer this question with rwo 
words: Alfred Kinsey. 

Considered the father of the sexual revolution, 
Alfred C. Kinsey was a zoologist from Indiana Uni
versity whose interest in the field of sex research was 
anything bur accidental. 

A committed atheist, Kinsey was determined to 
undermine the traditional moral climate of America 
and pave the way for the widespread acceptance of 
all kinds of perversity, including pedophilia and bes
tiality. 

In this book you will learn: 
• How Alfred Kinsey presented as "normal" data 

he collected from incarcerated sex offenders, crimi
nals and prostitutes. 

• Which of today's most popular notions about 
sex are based on Kinsey's flawed conclusions, such as 
that children are sexual from birth, 10 percent of the 
population is homosexual and sexual promiscuity is 
normal. 

• That Kinsey engaged in criminal experimenta
tion on children and used "data" he collected from 
some of the world's most notorious pedophiles to ar
rive at his conclusions. 

• How the American Law Institute incorporated 
Kinsey's research into the Mode Penal Code of 
1955, resulting in greatly diminished penalties for 
sex cnmes. 

• About the unholy union of Kinsey, Playboy, 
and Planned Parenthood in the creation of today's 
sex education curriculum in many of today's schools. 

Kinsey's flawed science has seeped like a toxic 
waste into every facet of our lives. Learn how you 
can fight back and undo the damage caused by 
Kinsey and the sexual revolution in your family, your 
schools, and your country! (WorldNetDaily.com) 

Description or Label? 

tiiNEW YORK - Using a young readers' novel 
called "The Misfits" as its centerpiece, middle schools 
nationwide will participate in a "No Name-Calling 
Week" initiative starting Monday. 

The program, now in its second year, has the back
ing of groups from the Girl Scouts to Amnesty Inter
national but has also drawn complaints that it overem
phasizes harassment of homosexuals. 

The initiative was developed by the New York
based Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network, 
which seeks to ensure that schools safely accommo
date students of all sexual orientations. GLSEN 
worked with James Howe, the openly sodomite au
thor of The Misfits and many other popular children's 
books. 

The Misfits deals with four much-taunted middle 
schoolers - one of them homosexual - who run 
for the student council on a platform advocating an 
end to nasty name-calling. 

Lesson I 
The Heavens Teach God's Design 

Lesson 2 
The Earth Teaches Stewardship 

Lesson 3 
The Ocean Teaches Obedience 

Lesson 4 
The Animals Teach God's Providence 

Lesson S 
The Human Body Teaches Unity 

Order VBS Kits in early February. 
Kits contain samples of student workbooks, 

teacher manuals, and most supplementary materials. 
('(n..J Aii!l II! DOl indudtd in ~L) 
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"No Name-calling Week" takes aim at insults of 
all kinds- whether based on a child's appearance, 
background or behavior. But a handful of conserva
tive critics have zeroed in on the references to ha
rassment based on sexual orientation. 

"I hope schools will realize it's less an exercise in 
tolerance than a platform for liberal groups to pro
mote their pan-sexual agenda," said Robert Knight, 
director of Concerned Women for America's Culture 
and Family Institute. 

"Schools should be steering kids away from iden
tifying as homosexual," Knight said. "You can teach 
civility to kids and tell them every child is valued 
without conveying the message that failure to accept 
homosexuality as normal is a sign of bigotry." 

One of GLSEN's most persistent critics is Warren 
Throckmorton, director of counseling at Grove City 
College, a Christian school outside Pittsburgh. "[I]t 
will definitely make traditionally oriented teachers 
and parents and kids feel very uncomfortable, if they 
happen to object to homosexuality on moral 
grounds," he said of GLSEN's program. "If you dis
agree, you're hateful, you're bigoted, and you're a 
homophobe. They're using name-calling to combat 
name-calling" (NewsMax.com). 

4hoyl 
OLONDON- Five years after Britain lifted its 

ban on homosexual in the military, the Royal Navy 
has begun actively encouraging them to enlist and 
has pledged to make life easier when they do. 

The navy announced Monday that it had asked 
Stonewall, a group that lobbies for gay rights, to help 
it develop better strategies for recruiting and retain
ing gay men and lesbians. It said, too, that one strat
egy may be to advertise for recruits in gay magazines 
and newspapers (New York Times, Feb. 22, 2005). 

fen Billion 
OBack in 1996, when Congress made its first 

feeble attempts to put the federal reins on Internet 
gambling, a mere 3 0 gambling Web sites pulled in 
$30 million, industry researcher Christiansen Capital 
Advisors told USA Today. 

Great idea: 
Call for a free bundle of 

Firm Foundation 
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Call 1·888·367·6216 
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This year, however, the pot will grow to an as
tounding $10 billion, up by 40 percent over the take in 
2004. Not bad when you consider that the whole 
Internet gambling business is operating outside the 
law. 

lair Is lair 
ODENVER - The parents of an elementary 

school student who was told not to distribute invita
tions asking classmates to join a Bible club sued the 
school district in federal court, claiming their right to 
religious freedom had been violated. 

The lawsuit says the Gilpin County RE-1 School 
District violated constitutional rights protecting free 
speech and religion. Robert and Patricia Unruh said 
the school barred their daughter from distributing the 
invitations based solely on their religious content. 

The suit said Gilpin Elementary School Principal 
Deb Benitez told the Unruhs she had received several 
complaints from parents and that the invitations had 
caused a disturbance. 

The lawsuit also accuses the school of discrimi
nating against Patricia Unruh by repeatedly denying 
her requests to advertise a summer Bible camp that is 
separate from the club. Patricia Unruh asked to dis
tribute flyers for students to take home to their par
ents. 

Other groups, such as the Girl Scouts and Little 
League, are allowed to advertise in such a way, the 
suit says. 

The suit seeks unspecified damages and asks a 
federal judge to force the school to reverse its deci
sions concerning Patricia Unruh and her fifth-grade 
daughter. The girl's father is a newsman for The As
sociated Press in Denver. 

The Unruhs established "God's Girlz" last year as 
a family-run social group for girls in fifth and sixth 
grade, the lawsuit says. The club allowed girls to par
ticipate in service projects, parties and other events 
while learning about the Bible. 

The Unruhs say in the lawsuit that their daughter 
distributed invitations to students before school and 
during her lunch hour on two days in September. 
About a week later, Benitez told the Unruhs several 
parents had complained and said the invitations had 
caused a disturbance, according to the suit (The As
sociated Press). 

Is Homosexuality Mental Disorder or Civil Rights? 
OMarvin Olasky interviewed Jeffrey Satinover, 

M.D., Psychiatrist and Princeton Law Professor, and 
author of Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth. In 



the interview and in the book, Satinover traces the 
advances of the gay-rights agenda in science and the 
law to a common source: political intimidation. He 
also said, "Homosexuality has risen to the top of the 
social-policy agenda because of the utter wreck we 
all have made of family life over the past 50 years." 

Iii fo Print 

fJ Earl Davis of Illinois scans the Chicago Tribune 
and forwards articles of interest (those having to do 
with religion and morals) to us. Our debt to him and 
appreciation is enormous. Here are some recent 
snippets: 

• Hoping to boost the numbers of a dwindling 
denomination, the United Church of Christ launched 
a nationwide television and campaign banking on 
this 30-second spot to let all viewers know they are 
welcome in the pews. But two major networks have 
declined to air the ad, deeming it too controversial 
because it champions one side of the public debate 
on homosexual relations (Dec. 2, 2004 ). 

• J. Christopher Soper and Paul J. Contino, both 
of Pepperdine University, concluded that the Demo
cratic Party needs to revise its stand on an issue that 
- according to conventional wisdom - will not al
low compromise: Abortion (Dec. 8, 2004). 

• A retired Mormon educator who wrote a book 
questioning whether the founder of the Church of 
jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints misrepresented his 
authority as a prophet was suspended from the 
church. Grant Palmer, who wrote '1\n Insiders View 
of Mormon Origins," says that church founder jo
seph Smith, didn't actually translate the Book of 
Mormon "by the gift and power of God" from an 
ancient set of golden plates, as the church teaches. 
Palmer says that Smith wrote it himself, leaning 
heavily on the King James Bible and personal experi
ences (Dec. 13, 2004) 

• When some members of Amor de Dios United 
Methodist Church in Little Village elected to move a 
statue of the Virgin of Guadalupe into the sanctuary 
last year, the icon spawned an exodus. Turned off by 
the introduction of a Roman Catholic tradition to a 
Protestant congregation, most of the church's 15 
founding parishioners drifted away. To them vener
ating the Virgin Mary and reciting the rosary did not 
belong in a Methodist Church (Dec. 12, 2004). 

• A voluntary Illinois program that allows prob
lem gamblers to ban themselves from the state's casi
nos now has more than 2,000 members, according to 
state gaming officials. 

'fil HIV (AIDS) Do Us Part 
$Canada's Supreme Court paved the way for 

same sex marriage in a landmark ruling that gives the 
federal government the power to redefine marriage 
to include same-sex couples. The ruling doesn't au
tomatically make homosexual marriage legal. Legis
lation to allow such marriages must pass the House 
of Commons. Canadian political observers predict 
the legislation should pass easily. 

Annulment 
O"For divorced Roman Catholics who want to 

remarry in the church, their only hope is to have the 
previous marriage annulled by a church tribunal. If 
they remarry without an annulment they are banned 
from receiving communion. U.S. annulments are 
soaring: Of the 46,000 requests granted worldwide 
in 2002, the latest year reported, 31,000 came from 
North America - up from just hundreds in the 
1960s." 

"Pope john Paul II complains annulments are too 
easily obtained, and he worries about the risk of cor
ruption among tribunal judges. The Vatican has 
tightened the guidelines and closed loopholes" 

New Book! 

Searching 
for Biblical Truth 

By John Hobbs 

This new book focuses on a variety of subjects 
designed to get us to heaven. Verses often mis
understood are studied in-depth. Strong empha
sis on scripture; the Bible is the authoritative word 
of God. Designed for class study, the 13 chapters 
deal with topics such as Having a Faith That Will 
Take One to Heaven; He That Turneth Away His 
Ear From Hearing the Law; Repentance - Is It 
Necessary to Go to Heaven?; Sitting at the Feet 
of Baptist Scholars; A Study of John 3:5; A Study 
of John 3:16; A Study of Acts 16:31; The Suffer
ing Servant of Isaiah 53; The Way That Leads to 
Eternal Life; and more. paper back • 254 pages. 

$11.95 
plus $3.00 s&h 

Send orders to 

John Hobbs 
5324 Fairway • San Angelo, TX 76904 

(325) 944-1715 
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Gimme, Gimme, Gimme 
@Georgia preacher, Abraham Kennard, was con

victed this month of stealing nearly $9 million from 
more than 1,500 small black churches across the 
country. His scheme promised that for a fee of sev
eral thousand dollars the churches could become 
"members" of a company he owned that supposedly 
was developing Christian resorts . In return, he 
promised, churches over time would get a grant or a 
forgivable loan of up to $500,000" (World, Feb. 26, 
2005). Let the buyer beware. 

Whew! 
@An appeals court in Sweden overturned the 

conviction of Pentecostal preacher Alan Green, who 
had been sentenced to jail for the alleged "hate 
crime" of describing homosexuality as "sick" and "a 
deep cancer tumor in the body of society" (World, 
Feb. 26, 2005). 

Word for Word 
@Wayne Grudem, a research professor of Bible 

and Theology at the Phoenix Seminary in Scotsdale, 
Ariz., is also a past president of the Evangelical Theo
logical Society. He holds his B.A. from H arvard, 
M.Div. from Westminster Seminary, and Ph.D. in New 
Testament from Cambridge University. Professor 
Grudem, a world-class scholar, in discussing the na
ture of Bible inspiration, said: "If we believe that 'all 
scripture is God-breathed' (2 Tim. 3: 16). And that 
'every word of God is flawless' (Prov. 30:5), then we 
must believe that every word of scripture as originally 
written is the very word God intended to be written. 
To put it another way, our doctrine of the 'verbal in
spiration' of Scripture is that the very words of scrip
ture - not just the general ideas - are 'God
breathed' and are therefore the very words of God. 
Jesus and the New Testament authors sometimes base 
arguments on a single word of Old Testament Scrip
ture (Matt. 4:10; John 10:34; Gal. 3:10, 16; Heb. 
3:13; 4:7) and sometimes a single letter of a word 
(Matt. 22:44) . Anyone who does expository preach
ing makes use of the sense of individual words. These 

· words are not ours to tamper with as we wish; they are 
the words of God" (World, Feb. 26, 2005) 

We hope that professors in schools of higher 
learning operated by members of the church of 
Christ would be as confident of the inerrancy and 
dependability of the H oly Bible ... and as outspd<en. 

Firm Foundation Online 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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Dumb and Dumber 
@Homosexual author and AIDS activist Gabriel 

Rotelloon on whether homosexual men will change 
their behavior in the face of a virulent new strain of 
AIDS diagnosed in New York City said: "People are 
not going to modify their sexual habits ... until they 
see their friends dying again." 

Deadly Rite of Passage 
\?iFARGO, N.D.- The homemade video captures 

the first hour after the stroke of midnight when the 
birthday boy turned 2 1 and could legally drink. 

His friends thrust shots at him in a booth at the 
Bison Turf bar and taunt him to drink, shouting ob
scenities and chanting his name as he tosses back one 
after the other with bee r chasers. After 30 minutes 
and the 13th shot - a Prairie Fire, or tequila with 
Tabasco - he vomits into a metal bucket, provided 
by the bar, the birthday souvenir taken home by so 
many 21-year-olds before him. Then he resumes his 
drinking. 

"It's the best time of his life," a friend slurs to the 
camera. "We've all done it. It's a tradition." 

The tradition is "power hour," or "21 for 21," as 
it is known in some other places across the country: 
21-year-olds go to a bar at midnight on their birth
days, flash newly legal identification and then try to 
down 21 shots in the hour or so before the bar 
closes, or as fast as possible. 

It can be a deadly rite of passage. Officials in 
Cali fornia, Michigan, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Rhode Island, and Texas have reported deaths from 
such drinking binges over the last five years. 

Screaming mobs surround the celebrator, hold
ing to-do lists of shots like the Three Wise Men (a 
concoction of Jack Daniel's, Jim Beam, and Johnnie 
Walker), and the Cement Mixer (Baileys with lime 
juice to curdle it). Friends record the number of 
shots downed on napkins, or scratch it into the 21-
year-old's forearm. 

Bradley McCue, the Michigan State University 
student ... had his number of shots - 24 in two 
hours - written on his face when police found him 
dead. 

"It wasn't fun for me," said Holly Godbee, a pe
tite 26-year-old whose power hour was on Nov. 16, 
1999. Still, she saved her napkin and remembers her 
count (17). "I was stupid," she said. "I could have 
died" (New York Times, Mar. 12, 2005). 

Let parents beware! 
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You've made many different commitments in your ministry, but 
would still like the added dimension a master's degree can give. 
And, you'd like the legitimacy of a'·full-ser.vi.~e university campus, 
but with the flexibility your busy life demands. 

Faulkner University has the answer. Our new Master Qf Arts in 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

~
estion : Is it a sin to not shake the preacher's 
hand as one goes in and out of the building for 

wors ip? Can one be scripturally disfellowshipped 
for refusing or failing to shake the preacher's hand? 
A nswer: (Responder's note: It is obvious from ad

.r\..ditional comments that the questioner has a 
specific instance in mind. I have no personal knowl
edge of the incident nor even of where it occurred. 
In my response I will set forth some principles that I 
am confident are true. How these principles apply to 
a given situation will have to be determined by some
one who knows the situation.) 

Certainly there is no scripture which sets forth 
any specific pattern for shaking hands with the 
preacher on entering and leaving the building. On 
the other hand, there is an abundance of scripture 
which teaches that we are to greet one another in a 
friendly but chaste manner indicating acceptance and 
welcome, according to the customs or greeting pre
vailing in one's own area (see Rom. 16: 16; 1 Pet. 
5:14; Phil. 4:21.) 

If a person feels he has been personally offended 
by the actions of another, whether a preacher or 
someone else, he should follow the procedure Jesus 
gave in Matthew 18:15-17, beginning with, "Go and 

Moffitt's Bible Commentary 
The New Testament 

by Jerry Moffitt 

Brother Moffitt's one-volume commentary on the New 
Testament deals succinctly and poignantly with every 
book of the New Testament. It has a separate chapter on 
each book of the New Testament, which includes a brief 
introduction and a different section for each chapter of 
that particular book. CMBH01 629 pgs., hardback 

$19.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residenrs add 6.25% ra.x 
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tell him his fault between you and him alone." If a 
preacher or other Christian has preached error or in 
other ways made himself unworthy of fellowship, he 
should be taught, exhorted, and admonished, by all 
who know of his error (Titus 3:10) . 

It is extremely chi ldish and unbecoming a Chris
tian to react to affronts, whether real or imagined, by 
refusing to speak or shake hands or such like. If, 
without due cause, one were to make an open and 
obvious show of refusing to greet a brother or to 
shake hands with the preacher, he might well be 
guilty of causing confusion and division, and so be in 
need of discipline. 

Any sin o r erro r co mmitted by another can be 
dealt with properly by us without our engaging in 
childish or sinfu l behavior. It not on ly can be; it 
should be. 

Have Atheists 
Proved 
There Is 
No God? 
By Thomas Warren 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

A criticial study of the strongest argument which has been 
advanced in favor of atheism. Does the existence of evil in 
the world prove that there is no God? Brother Warren up
holds the view that " he [God] exists and is intrinsically 
complete or perfect, that he is infinite in power, that he is 
infinite in love and goodness, that he is innocent of any 
blameworthiness, that he is infin ite in knowledge and wis
dom, and ... justice." pb, I 05 pages 

$9.95 
plus $3.00 s&h • Te.ras residenrs add 6.25%sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 



Directory -Georgia_ Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~? ••• 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside I-285). Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
_Maryland _ Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

Damascus - Church of Christ, 9600 Main St. Livingston _ 1101 w. Church St., Exit off 59 
(Rt. 108) P.O. Box 507, 20872. (301) 253-9432. Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
sun. 10, 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 1 block p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
east of Woodfield Rd. (Rt. 124) on Rt. 108. 

-Alaska-

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344- Farmington - Sunnyview Church of Christ, H wy San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
3931. Contact344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Cenrral Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
available Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 

10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- South Carolina -
Somerville - Union Church of Christ, 4626 H wy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 -Texas-
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- h f h 
4050 Carthage - Carthage Churc o C rist, 1309 

West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
- Florida - p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 

minister. 

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south ofl-75 off exit 81. 

Melbourne- Church at North Melbourne, 3215 
Aurora Rd. 32934. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 
Contact joe Tyler (321) 254-2261. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 LewisSpwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 

We can help you finance your 
remodeling 

or new building projects. 

Call J. C. Prophet 

(888) 799-7016 

www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1/z mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 ·· · 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament 
with invaluable supplementary ma
terial. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Cari119 & Sliari119 
News fetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Cuy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
thai Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLo2 $21.49 

54.00 s&hlone book • 54.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ueady Auswea•s 
to Ueligious E rrors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lass ic, pocket-si zed book 
(3~'x514') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I •on w•itim 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, S1 0 for 1-2 
inches. This is In addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical , thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth aod simplicity. 
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The First Day of the Week 
By Ron Chandler 

T he church's observance of the Lord's Supper 
has come under question of late, with some 
claiming that we do not have scriptural evi

dence regarding the time to partake of this memorial 
feast. Consider the following: 

• Jesus, himself, instituted the Lord's Supper, as 
recorded by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and repeated 
by Paul in his first letter to the church at Corinth 
(1 Cor. 11 :23ff) . 

• Hebrews 10:25 says, "Let us consider how to 
stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near." Clearly there 
was a day of assembly. 

• In Acts 20:7 we find that the disciples came to
gether on the first day of the week to break bread. 
The context demonstrates this was the partaking of 
the Lord's Supper. 

• In 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 Paul told the disciples: 
"Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. 
Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay 
by him in store, as he may p rosper, that no collec
tions be made when I come." 

We see that there was a regular assembly that the 
writer of Hebrews commanded the Christians not to 
forsake. In fact, he told them to encourage one an
other leading up to that day of assembly. In other 

words, te ll your brethren how you are tooking for
ward to seeing them. Motivate each other to be there. 

We also see that it was on the first day of the 
week the disciples observed the Lord's Supper in 
Troas. 

And it was on the first day of the week that the 
saints at Corinth were told to put their money into 
the collection. 

The on ly reasonable conclusion one can reach is 
that the day of asse mbly was the first day of the 
week. 

T here is special emphasis placed upon rbat day in 
the new covenant. Jesus arose on ... the first day of 
the week. He appeared to his disciples on ... the first 
day of the week. The H oly Spirit was poured out on 
the apostles, marking the beginning of God' s king
dom on earth on ... the first day of the week. 

Someone asks, "But how can you know they as
sembled and partook of the Lord's Supper every first 
day of the week?" The phrase, "Upon the first day of 
the week," in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 is translated from 
the Greek phrase Kata Mian Sabbatou. The meaning 
of the term Kata makes it every first day of the week. 

Since the saints ga thered every first day of the 
week, and since part of their expressed purpose was 
to partake of the Lord's Supper, it is evident that 
thei r practice was to partake of the Lord's Supper ev
ery first day of the week. 

This is pretty simple, really. When the Israelites 
(continued 0 11 page 5) 
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Editorial 

The Inerrancy Discussion . 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

D ennis Bratcher1, Executive Director of 
the Christian Resource Institute, iden
tifies himself as being of the Wesleyan2 

persuasion. He features on his web page a 
lengthy article entitled The Modem Inerrancy 
Debate. The piece is well-written and a lucid ex
planation of why many in the modern religious 
world subscribe to the wrongheaded idea that 
the original manuscripts (sometimes referred to 
as "the autographs") of the Bible are defective. 

We pick this up and prosecute it because it is a notion that is 
currently taught in some institutions of higher learning operated 
by our brothers and sisters (Re: The Crux of the Matter, and God's 
Holy Fire, published by ACU Press). Bratcher is straightforward in 
his explanations because he is writing for people who agree with 
him (Methodists) and feels no need to be guarded in his com
ments. T he arguments he makes are universal among modern-day 
religious liberals, though some have a wary approach. 

Bratcher complains that advocates of biblical inerrancy create 
problems and make divisions. Those who accuse the original Bible 
manuscripts of no t being totally reliable, in the view of liberals, 
are free from causing division. 

Now, that is interesting. If you accept the Bible as an absolute 
authority in religion, you are a troublemaker; if you look at the 
Bible as being imperfect and unreliable, you are a peacemaker. 
That boils down to thinking that if you really believe something, 
believe it with all your heart and would be wi lling to die for it, you 
are a malicious faction ist; but if you hold your Bible teaching ten
tatively - that is, you don't really believe it- then you are sweet, 
ki nd, and good. 

To be abso lved of causing division, in this view, you must be
lieve the Bible to be errant (which is the opposite of inerrant) . 
Some synonyms of "errant" are "wayward, sinful, naughty, misbe
having, delinquent, rowdy." I point this out to make it plain that 
the advocates of Bible errancy have a low opinion of sacred scrip-

1 Dennis R. Bratcher, has earned the Ph.D. in Biblical studies from Union Theological 

Sem inary in Virginia, and has served as an educator for more than 25 years. He is an or
dained minister in the C hurch of the Nazarene. 
2 

Wcsleyanism is "based on john Wesley's teaching: based on, consisting of, or resembling 
the teachings, practices, and belie fs of the C hristian preacher john Wesley a nd his brother 
C harles, or of Methodism~ (Encarta Reference Library 2003). 



ture, whereas those who hold the Bible to be inerrant have a high 
view of the revealed word of God. 

If one holds to Bible errancy, he can believe everything, any
thing, or nothing. He is rudderless. If one believes the Bible to be 
the very word of very God and therefore pure (Pss. 12:6; 
119:140), he is committed to its everlasting truth Uohn 14:6) and 
is firm in his teaching (Heb. 3:6,14). Those who seek to soften 
Bible teaching about fellowship, baptism, role of women, worship, 
and etc. will find comfort in the doctrine of Bible errancy and will 
think the idea of Bible inerrancy is dangerous, or at best unwise. 

If you believe the Bible to be absolutely true and consequently 
believe it to be an absolute authority, you will necessarily believe 
its teaching to be inviolate and that it must not be compromised. 

Bratcher, in affirming biblical errancy, declares that the Bible is 
historically unreliable because of a mistaken view of the sover
eignty of God. Some well-meaning religious teachers and orders 
think that God controls the march of human history and whatever 
happens is the will of God. The Bible, however, teaches no such 
thing. The infinity of God does not require that he must predes
tine every nuance of human behavior, but to the profound reverse 
the Almighty nature of deity means that he has the power not to 
either foreknow or prearrange any or all events. He has the power 
to foreknow, but he also has the power not to foreknow - if you 
deny this, you deny his power. 

God's ability to foreknow makes prophecy possible; his ability 
not to foreknow makes mortal free-agency possible. He foreknows 
what he must foreknow to establish his plan for man's eternal 
well-being, but he chooses not to foreknow all else because to 
foreknow it would rob humans of self-determination, and there
fore responsibility and accountability. Since the Bible teaches ac
countability (Heb. 10:26-27; Matt. 25 :31-46), it follows that God 
exer~ises his power to refuse to foreknow and therefore to preplan 
the details of men and nations. 

Bratcher is fighting a straw man on this point. His objection is 
based upon a misunderstanding of what the Bible teaches about 
foreknowledge and predestination. 

Still, Bratcher correctly says that if absolute predestination is 
biblically true, then God makes mistakes. We see plenty of them in 
history and in current events, requiring the conclusion that God 
does not foreknow and predestine everything. 

Since God is perfect (Matt. 5:48), his will must also be perfect 
(Rom. 12:2). Humans strive to be perfect as God is perfect, but 
fall short of that high aim. Yet, human fallibility does not mean 
that God is fallible. The Creator is infallible, and man is working 
toward being "perfect as God is perfect." 

Bratcher recognizes that if the Bible is imperfect, God is imper
fect. God gave the "autographs"3 and if the first writing of the 

l 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 1 Pet. 1:11; 2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Sam. 23:2; john 14:26; 16:13; jer. 30:2; 
Matt. 10:19-20; Acts 2:4; Heb. 11:1; Rev. 22:6-7. 
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books of the Bible are errant, then God himself is er
rant. Bratcher does not flinch, but seems to accept 
the necessary deduction that if God gave something 
that is flawed, then he is also flawed. 

The alternative is to say that God did not give 
the Bible, which flies in the face of what Bible writers 
say. 

Bratcher doggedly pushes the claim that the 
original manuscripts of the Bible are not God-given 
and are full of mistakes. He points to the fact that 
some of the writings of some of the Bible authors 
have mistakes in grammar. 

The Almighty Creator of heaven and earth can 
look into the human mind and know what you 
dream (Dan. 2:7-23). God knows "the deep and se
cret things" in human minds. Since he has such awe
some power to look into the inner-thoughts and 
know what a person dreams, then he has the power 
to give the very words of revelation through a hu
man instrument in the literary style, vocabulary, and 
limitations of that human instrument. This is why 
the writing of Amos does not read like the writing of 
Isaiah; and why Peter does not sound like Paul. In 
making the revelation - in choosing the exact words 
in which the revelation was to be given - God con
formed to the knowledge, experience, and frailties of 
the human agent through whom the message came. 
Further, the writers of many books of the Bible claim 
to have been shepherds, farmers, and fishermen. If 
the books were in perfect and polished grammar, 
then objectors would no doubt accuse the writers of 
being fraudulent. The herky-jerky writing of Amos 
and Peter is intentional - not accidental - and 
proves a divine intelligence is behind it all. 

If God had not accommodated human foibles, 
then carping critics would have surely complained 
that the Bible had one writer and not many. One 
compelling argument to prove the inspiration of rev
elation is to point out that it was written by 40 dif
ferent men over a period of 1,500 years, and yet fits 
together in amazing unity and conformity. Its open
ing utterances and its closing expressions - and all 
that comes between - fit like a hand-in-a-glove. If 
all rhe writers had the same style and grammatical 
perfection, then the claim that ordinary workingmen 
wrote much of it would be discredited. 

Still, there are marks of a single origin of the 
Bible in the Bible (brevity, impartiality, agreement, 
etc.) to show that one divine author gave the Bible 
through the agency of many different writers. 

4 
God's unquestioned ability to know what one 
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thinks - what is in his mind - also shows how a 
man like Paul could quote from pagan poets (Acts 
17:28) to illustrate the proof of his proposition, and 
still be giving the thoughts of God in the words God 
selected from Paul's reservoir of knowledge. 

Bratcher makes several bold claims, but offers no 
exact example to support his assertions. He says, for 
instance, that there are discrepancies between Bible 
writers, especially in the gospels. The discrepancy 
exists only in the imagination of Bratcher and not in 
fact. There is harmony and not mismatch between all 
Bible writers, including the inspired writers of the 
four gospels. 

Some years ago an atheist arrogantly asserted that 
no one could make a harmony of the resurrection of 
Jesus as reported by the four gospels writers. He bel
lowed that if anyone could make a harmony of the 
resurrection from the writings of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John he would give him $1,000.00. Well, I 
made the harmony, sent it to him, and he could find no 
discrepancy, but has not paid the money. 

There is harmony - not disharmony - between 
all Bible writers. They do not vary from each other. 
It is, of course, possible for a person to misunder
stand Bible writers and suppose they differ, but when 
the misunderstanding is corrected, the agreement be
comes undeniable. 

When we speak of the concord between all Bible 
writers, we speak of the original manuscripts and not 
copies, versions, and quotations. 

It staggers the imagination of the enlightened as 
to how the humble prophet from Nazareth could 
over a period of 4 years attract a following, prepare 
his disciples, and then, within a few years, have the 
overwhelming majority of people in the world ac
knowledge him as Lord. Christendom - those pro
fessing to be believers in Jesus - is by far the largest 
religious movement in the entire world. How did it 
come to be so strong and for so long? 

The Bratchers of the world will not be able to 
blow down the house that is built upon the rock of 
God's unfailing word (Matt. 7 :24-29). The key that 
unlocks a holy, heavenly hope is to hear the words of 
Jesus and do them. 
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The First Day of the Week 
(continued from page 1) 

were instructed to "Remember the Sabbath day and 
keep it holy" (Exod. 20:8), they understood this 
meant every Sabbath day. When someone says, "de
liveries are made on Tuesday and Friday,'' we under
stand that means every Tuesday and Friday. 

A close study of Acts 20 reveals the importance 
inspired apostles and other first-century Christians 
placed upon partaking of the Lord's Supper at the 
appointed time. 

Paul, following a riot in Ephesus, fled for his life. 
According to the final verse of the 20'h chapter he 
was in a hurry to get to jerusalem by the day of Pen
tecost. In his journey between Ephesus and Jerusa
lem he found himself in Troas. Despite his urgency to 
get to Jerusalem, he stayed in Troas several days, 
then, on the first day of the week, met with the dis
ciples to partake of the Lord's Supper. He took the 
opportunity, while they were gathered for worship, 
to teach them, then left the very next morning, hur
rying from port to port on his way, trying to get to 
Jerusalem as quickly as possible. 

If the day of observance was irrelevant, Paul and 
the Christians at Troas could have observed the 
Lord's Supper the preceding Monday and, he could 
have left Tuesday, gaining six days in his journey to 
jerusalem. 

The evidence from the New Testament indicates 
that the Lord's Supper is to be observed every first 
day of every week. In addition, secular history con
firms this was the practice of the early church. In 
fact, history confirms that the disciples met every 
first day of the week to pray, sing, study, take the 
Lord's Supper and give. 

It is interesting to see people with a burning desire 
to change the day of observing the Lord's Supper and 
ridicule their brethren who insist on following the 
pattern that was so obviously laid out by the Lord. 

Conservative brethren are often labeled "nar
row-minded," "Pharisaical," "religious bigots who 
think they've got everything figured out!" 

Why? They're standing in the way of change 
agents who have an itch to do things differently. 

Some folks, many from the baby-boomer genera
tion, just don't like to be restricted- by anything. 
Rules and patterns? How cumbersome! They want to 

be free! Free to express themselves. Free to act spon
taneously upon their senses. Free to marry and re
marry at will. Free to worship God with a bass gui
tar. Free to take the Lord's Supper whenever they 
feel like it. 

And some of them will shake things up just to 
spite you - just to show that they can do it, and 
then watch you get upset so they can ridicule you. 

Not a good demonstration of brotherly kindness 
and love. 

In reality, most agents of change are well aware 
of the scriptural and historical evidence regarding 
the time to partake of the Lord's Supper. They just 
want you to believe the evidence doesn't exist. They 
babble on in an attempt to cloud the issue, pointing 
to verses that use "breaking of bread" to describe a 
common meal. You can't tell when the Bible is talk
ing about the Lord's Supper and when it's talking 
about lunch, they say. But the context of each pas
sage makes it very clear what's being discussed. 

No serious scholar will deny that the early 
church, under the guidance of the Spirit-inspired 
apostles, partook of the Lord's Supper upon the first 
day of every. week. 

May God grant us the humility to accept his will 
and be content to worship him the way he has asked 
us. That's the only safe path to take, and we ought to 
be happy to take it, instead of clamoring for change 
for change's sake. 

4342 Mountain Peak 
Kingwood, TX 77345 
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Eternal Punishment 
By Owen Olbricht 

V arious religious groups, such as Jehovah's 
Witnesses and Seven Day Adventists, deny 
eternal punishment in hell. They argue that 

a just and all loving God would not eternally punish 
people for disobedience during the few years of this 
short life. This attitude is not based on God's revela
tion but on human reasoning. 

The question cannot be settled with human logic 
concerning God's love or justice. No one can know 
what God will do except through the revelation of 
his thoughts, which he has made known by words 
that he has shared with mankind (1 Cor. 2:11-13). 

Eternal 

Some among the churches of ·christ have decided 
that hell is not eternal. One reason is that they have 
concluded that the Greek word aionios, translated, 
"eternal" and "everlasting" in the New Testament 
does not always mean "never ending." They draw 
this conclusion because the Hebrew word olam in 
the Old Testament is sometimes translated with the 
Greek word aionios. 

0/am, a Hebrew word which means indefinite 
or unlimited, is translated in the Septuagint 
(Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testa
ment) by forms of aionios . . . I suggest that 
the same may be true when used in connec
tion with the punishment of the disobedient 
Uimmy Allen, Fire in My Bones, self published; 
2004, p. 221). 

Aionios is used 9 3 times in the Septuagint to 
translate olam, a Hebrew word that appears 426 
times in the Old Testament. Of these appearances it 
is used the following number of times to translate 
olam: 40 in the first four books of the Bible, mostly 
in reference to the statutes of the Law; 40 in Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; but only 13 times in the rest 
of the Old Testament. Aionios may not always mean 
"everlasting" in the Septuagint but can mean "age 
lasting." 

Olam simply means "continuing" without indi
cating how long it continued, is continuing, or will 
continue; thus it can refer to what will end as well 
was what will not end. 
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Obviously, it does not mean "eternal" when 
speaking of the Passover (Exod. 12:14), the Hebrew 
slave serving his master (Exod. 21:6); various· stat
utes (Exod. 27:21; 28:43), especially those concern
ing offerings (Lev. 6:18, 22; 7:34, 36; 10:15; 16:31, 
34; 23:4); the Aaronic priesthood (Exod. 40:15; 
Num. 25:13); the continual burning of the lamp in 
the temple (Lev. 24:3); and the show bread (Lev. 
24:5-9). 

The conclusion that aionios means less then 
"never ending" in the New Testament, because it is 
used in the Septuagint to translate the Old Testament 
Hebrew olam, is not true for four reasons: 

(1) Because olam basically means that which con
tinues, it can refer to that which continues to con
tinue, like God (Gen. 21:33; Pss. 9:7; 90:2; 93:2; 
102:12; 103:17; Isa. 40:28; Dan. 12:7), his reign 
(Exod. 15:18; Pss. 10:16; 29:10; Jer. 10:10), his 
throne (Ps. 45 :6), his glory (Pss. 92:8; 104:31), his 
strength (lsa. 26:4), his word (lsa. 40:8). 

In some cases the translators of the Septuagint 
justifiably used aionios (Gen. 21:33; Ps. 10:16) to 
translate olam, where it meant "never ending." The 
unanswered question is, "Did these translators think 
that olam meant never ending in all cases or only in 
certain passages?" 

(2) The meanings of the Greek words in the New 
Testament are not always the same as those in the 
Septuagint. This is explained in the introduction of 
the Danker Greek Lexicon, 2000, p. xxii. 

More important than the appearance of newly 
formed words is the fact that our literature [NT 
and other early Christian literature], some
times following the LXX [Septuagint], some
times apart from it, uses many words of the 
older or even of the common Greek in new 
meanings. 

Notice the statement that New Testament Greek 
"uses many words of the older or even of the com
mon Greek in new meanings." Just because a word in 
the Greek Septuagint has a certain meaning does not 
mean that it has the exact same meaning in the New 
Testament. Even if aionios sometimes did not mean 
"never ending" in the Septuagint when translating 



olam, that does not mean that it means that which 
will end in the New Testament. 

(3) In the New Testament, aionios always means 
"never ending," "eternal," "everlasting" with possi
bly three exceptions where the King James Version 
translates it "world began" (Rom. 16:25; 2 Tim. 1:9; 
Titus 1 :2). These passages could he translated "times 
eternal," as in the American Standard Version if 
these three passages are exceptions, it is because that 
the Greek chronoi "times" modifies aionios "eter
nal." 

"The concept of eternity is weakened in chronoi 
aionios, Rom. 16:25; 2 Tim. 1:9; Tit. 1:2. This ex
pression is simply a variant of aionios in the eternity 
formulae" (Kittle, Vol. I, p. 209). 

If these passages are exceptions, it is because 
aionios is limited by the addition of chronoi, mean
ing "time," but in all other cases in the New Testa
ment it means "eternity which transcends time," 
"things eternal," "unceasing," and "endless" (Kittle, 
Vol. I. p. 208). In like manner Danker 2000, p. 33, 
with the exception of the above three New Testa
ment passages, defines aionios in other New Testa
ment passages thus, "(2) pert. to a period of time 
without beginning or end, eternal" and "(3) pert. to 
a period of unending duration; without end." 

(4)Aionios appears in the New Testament 69 
times (Greek New Testament, UBS 4rh edition), with 
the meaning of eternal ·or everlasting of which times 
it modifies "life (45 times), ·fire (3 times), punish
ment of some kind (4 times), and other things (17 
times)." If the fire and punishment (Matt. 18:8; 
25:46; Mark 3:29; 2 Thess. 1:9) are not to be con
sidered "eternal," why should "life" Uohn 316. 36; 
4:14, 36, and 41 other times) and "salvation" (Heb. 
5 :9) be considered "eternal," for they are aionios. If 
it means "everlasting" when referring to "life," 
would it not also mean "everlasting" when referring 
to fire and punishment? 

Sodom and Gomorrah 
The Jehovah's Witnesses argue that the fire of hell is 
not eternal because the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah suffered the vengeance or punishment of 
"eternal fire" Uude 7). These cities no longer exist, 
which to them, is evidence that the fire annihilated 
these cities, therefore they teach that the "everlasting 
fire" will annihilate the wicked. Such a conclusion 
has the following flaws: 

(1) The fire is what is said to be "eternal," not 
the vengeance or punishment. The inhabitants of the 

cities suffered the result, the vengeance, of the eter
nal fire. 

(2) The buildings of the cities; even though de
stroyed, are not what suffered the vengeance, but 
rather the vengeance was taken on the inhabitants of 
the cities. The "eternal fire" punished those who "in
dulged in gross immorality and went after strange 
flesh." These were the ones who "are set forth as an 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire," in 
other words, God used his eternal fire to punish the 
wicked. 

(3) The inhabitants of the cities were not annihi
lated. This is evident because Jesus taught that 
Sodom and Gomorrah will be present in the day of 
judgment, for Jesus will be more tolerable toward 
them than those who refuse to accept him and the 
apostles (Matt. 10:15; 11:24; Luke 10:12). 

(4) If aionios, when referring to the "eternal" fire 
(Matt. 25:41, 46, etc.) does not mean "without 
end," as some assert, then the result of the fire that 
punished these cities should not be considered "eter
nal." If not, why not? Such a conclusion would mean 
that the cities were not annihilated 

Conclusion 
The wicked will be eternally punished (Matt. 25 :46) 
with everlasting fire (Matt. 25 :41). If those who are 
being punished will be annihilated with the fire, why 
would the fire need to be everlasting. If only in a few 
minutes the fire consumes those who are cast into it, 
then the fire would cease to burn, for it would have 
no one else to fuel it, thus it would not be everlasting 
fire. Why would the fire be everlasting, if the punish
ment is not eternal? 

The punishment of the wicked will be as long as 
the life of the righteous for they are both referred to 
as aionios "everlasting," "eternal" in the same sen
tence (Matt. 25:46). 305 W. Maryland Ave. 
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The Devil and the Word 
By Walter Swain 

I charge you in the sight of God, and of 
Christ jesus, who shall judge the living 
and the dead, and by his appearing and 

his kingdom, preach the word; be urgent in 
season, out of season, reprove, rebuke exhort, 
with all long suffering and teaching. For the 
time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine (2 Tim. 4:1-3). 

Sound doctrine - the words from God, given by 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to man (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). The restoration of the church to what God 
wants it to be depends on how well we know the 
Bible and how closely we follow it. For the kingdom 
to continue in the world God's word must reign su
preme as the one and only authority that lays out the 
pattern for the church. 

The devil, our enemy, seeks to destroy the 
church and to cause it to fail. He seeks, thus, to take 
as many as he can with him to an eternal hell (1 Pet. 
5 :8). But how does he work to bring this about? If 
you were the devil, how would you accomplish this 
task? 

Well, the devil knows that those who do not be
lieve the word will be lost. So he just has to keep 
them involved in worldly things. But what about 
those who do know the word, and seek to follow it? 
What about those who have come to know it and, 
have become Christians? Obviously, he must change 
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their minds and deceive them into believing falsely. 
How does he do this? 

To accomplish this mission the devil works in 
many ways, through his agents. These agents may be 
scholars, teachers, preachers, writers, or anyone else 
who teaches Satan's ways. They may even be leaders 
in the church (Acts 20:28-30). 

These agents of the devil, who may not even re
alize they are working for him, teach things that af
fect how their followers understand and practice the 
word. A few of these teachings are: 

1) "You have to be a scholar to understand the 
word." Thus many Christians spend little or no time 
in regular Bible study. The unscriptural changes be
ing brought into the church today go unopposed in 
many cases because members do not even realize 
they are unscriptural. Bible-ignorant members pro
duce Bible-ignorant congregations, which soon go 
into apostasy. The devil has won. 

2) "To emphasize doctrine, and obedience to 
doctrine, is legalism." "Legalism" is a favorite word 
of liberals and change agents. They use it quite often. 
In doing so they hope to shame Bible-believers into 
changing their minds about the importance of doc- · 
trine and obedience to it. They imply that we are un
loving and unkind to expect others to know the truth 
and to obey it. Thus thousands are led astray, and the 
door is opened for all kinds of unscriptural changes 
to be brought into the church. The devif wins again! 

3) "Relationships are more important than doc
trine." Years ago this came to us as the "Man or the 
plan" falsehood. It was said that having a personal 
relationship with God and Christ was all that mat
tered. Of course, we do need to have a deep abiding 
relationship with God and Christ, but this does not 
exclude doctrine. In fact, Jesus said, "If you love me 
you will keep my commandments" Uohn 14:15). 
John also wrote, "For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments" (1 John 5 :3). Also read 
Matthew 7:21-28. It should be the man and his plan. 

4) "You cannot judge people." This is another fa
vorite saying of the agents of the devil. Since we can
not judge others, we must allow them to believe and 



practice what they want, so they say. To judge others 
is offensive and will make good people angry, they 
tell us. We know God will make the final judgment 
on all men. Yet, we are also told that we must make 
judgments in this life. We must judge the lost man's 
condition before we can teach him the truth, or how 
would we know he was lost? We must judge if one is 
teaching the truth or error before we can correct or 
disfellowship them (Gal. 6:1; Rom. 16:17; 2 Thess. 
3 :6). Each of these judgments must be made by the 
word if they are to be valid. Those who do not make 
judgments will not truly convert anyone or keep the 
church pure. · 

So how do we defeat the agents of the devil, and 
thus defeat the devil himself? 

1) By personal regular study of the Bible (2 Tim. 
2:15;Acts 17:110111). 

2) By keeping and obeying the word in all things 
(1 John 5:2-3; Matt. 7:21). 

3) By teaching the word to others and encourag
ing them to obey it (Matt. 28:18-19). 

4) By developing a personal relationship to God 
and Christ through the word in worship, godly liv
ing, and devotion (Gal. 2:20; 5:16-24). 

The devil is determined and hard working in his 
efforts to lead us astray. His agents also work hard at 
teaching his way to men. We must also be diligent 
and hard working in our efforts to oppose the devil 
and his agents. We must not allow them to deceive us 
and to cause us to lose our love for the word and our 
desire to follow it in all things. Let us use every 
means to teach the word, and to encourage others to 
obey it. 532 Laborcita Canyon Rd. 
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John Paul II 
PontiH of the Roman Catholic Church 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

Xer reigning a quarter of a century, john Paul 
II, head of the Roman Catholic Church 
passed away. Among those who have filled 

that high office, john Paul was one of the best. He 
was a moral man. He was tolerant toward those who 
do not recognize his church or his claims to be head 
thereof. He used his influence to encourage the cap
tive people of Europe in their quest for freedom 
from the dominion of Russia and Communism. He 
called upon his followers to reject hedonism and 
abortion. He urged all others to do the same. He was 
an effective leader and statesman who accomplished 
much good. He was a good neighbor to those out
side his church. These things we freely and gladly ac
knowledge. 

That being said, there are other points that must 
be noted: 

• While john Paul was the head of the Roman 
Catholic Church, he was not head of Christ's church. 
jesus alone is head over all things to the church 
(Eph. 1:22-23). 

• God appointed Christ to be head of his church 

while the College of Cardinals elected john Paul 
from among several candidates. 

• His devotees called john Paul "Holy Father" 
but Jesus teaches us to "call no man your father on 
earth: for one is your Father, even he who is in 
heaven" (Matt. 23:9). 

• john Paul, as head of the Roman Catholic 
Church, claimed that he spoke for God, but God has 
spoken to us through his Son, jesus (Heb. 1:1-2). 
The faith of Christ was once for all times delivered 
unto the saints Uude 3). The words of Jesus will 
judge us in the last day Uohn 12:47-48), not those of 
any man. 

• In life and in death, John Paul was adorned in 
gorgeous robes and a golden crown. His residences 
in the Vatican and Castille Gandolfo were palatial. 
While on this earth, Jesus had only the clothes on his 
back and no place to lay his head (Luke 9:58; john 
19:23). 

• john Paul was the earthly monarch of Vatican 
kingdom, an independent nation, with its own terri
tory, constabulary, diplomatic corps, postal system 
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and treasury. Its property holdings are vast, stretch
ing around the world. jesus refused to be an earthly 
king Uohn 6:15) and made it clear that his kingdom 
was not of this world Uohn 18:36). 

• The church over which john Paul ruled is not 
the church of which we read in scripture. Christ's 
church was established in jerusalem in A.D. 33 (Acts 
2:1-4 7). The Roman Catholic Church devolved from 
that sacred beginning and one by one changed virtu
ally every doctrine and aspect of the worship that 
Christ ordained in the New Testament. Paul warned 
us that the time would come when men would de
part from the faith ... forbidding to marry and com
manding to abstain from meats" (1 Tim. 4:1-3). The 
papal claim to universal authority over all the 
churches dates from A.D. 533. Careful students of 
scripture and church history know this to be a fact. 

• Leaders of his church say john Paul should be 
canonized and elevated to sainthood. Each Christian 
in our midst is already a saint having been baptized 
into Christ (1 Cor. 1:1-2; 12:13). 

Since the final days of his life, there has been an 
endless parade of Catholic spokesmen lauding John 
Paul. The entire world has been told hundreds of 
times that the pontiff was the head of "the church" 
implying that all who believe in Christ were under 
his supervision and care. The Catholic Church has 
repeatedly been presented as a glorious and spotless 
religious body that represents God in the earth but 

Searching 
for Biblical Truth 

By John Hobbs 

This new book focuses on a variety of subjects de
signed to get us to heaven. Verses often misunder
stood are studied in-depth. Strong emphasis on 
scripture; the Bible is the authoritative word of God. 
Designed for class study, the 13 chapters deal with 
topics such as Having a Faith That Will Take One to 
Heaven; He That Turneth Away His Ear From Hear
ing the Law; Repentance - Is It Necessary to Go to 
Heaven?; Sitting at the Feet of Baptist Scholars; A 
Study of John 3:5; A Study of John 3:16; A Study of 
Acts 16:31; The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53; The 
Way That Leads to Eternal Life; and more. paper 
back • 254 pages. 

$11.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888} 367-6216 

thinking people know it is in the midst of a vast, un
resolved moral crisis. We must not allow ourselves to 
be swept away by this flood of media persuasion. 
john Paul was great in many ways, but not as great as 
his church spokesmen would have you to believe. 

We are saddened at the death of any man, includ
ing 1 ohn Paul. He was not the head of the church of 
Christ. Although he was our brother in Adam (hu
man as we) he was not our brother in Christ. He was 
a member of one church we of another. Although he 
was a moral man, he like us sinned and fell short of 
God's glory (Rom. 3:23). Along with the rest of us, 
he will stand before God and give account of his life. 

10630 West Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 

Yon Can Help! 
The chilling winds of liberalism blow with increasing 
boldness across the landscape, and it is inevit-able 
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OHicial Female Leadership 
in the New Testament? 

By Frazier Conley 

T here is no evidence in the New Testament for 
office-holding roles for women. No women 
were named by Jesus to the apostolate

just 12 men. The special emissaries sent out by Jesus 
in the "limited commission" were men. Elders (bish
ops) and deacons are told that they are to be the 
"husbands of one wife" - not the other way around. 

Women are to elevate their husbands to be the 
head of the home - as is repeatedly stated in scrip
ture. Men are instructed to lead the public prayers in 
assembly and do the teaching. Women, in the public 
assembly, are to be the listeners (1 Tim. 2:1-15- the 
extraordinarily gifted prophetesses of New Testa
ment times did seem to speak publicly (1 Cor. 11 :4-
5); but those gifts have ceased (1 Cor. 13). 

Those Christians who are under the influence of 
modern feminism wish to explain away this evidence 
by saying that the New Testament arose in a "patriar
chal" culture, and that since the culture today is differ
ent, Christians can do things differently in regard to 
women. But then they contradict themselves by trying 
to find formal feminine leadership in the New Testa
ment. Phoebe is said to be a deaconess (Rom. 16:1). 
Junias Uunia) is said to be a woman apostle (Rom. 
16: 7); the women/wives of 1 Timothy 3: 11 are said to 
be deaconesses. Certain widows are thought to have 
official duties (1 Tim. 5 :9-15). They appeal to Gala
tians 3:28 - ignoring the fact that Paul is clearly 
speaking in context only of getting into Christ - not 
the abolition of all gender distinction. 

They do not explain how all of this female lead
ership can arise in the context of the patriarchal cul
ture to which they have already appealed to make 
their case. In fact, Phoebe was not a deaconess, but a 
servant. Junias is either a male name or Ounia) is the 
wife of the apostle, Andronicus. The women of 1 
Timothy 3:11 are the wives of elders and deacons. 
The widows of 1 Timothy 5 have no official duties. 
They are enrolled for the receipt of charity. The male 
leadership culture in which the inspired New Testa
ment was written was the biblical culture established 
in the beginning of creation (Gen. 1-3 ), not some 

temporary aberration found only in the near east of 
New Testament times. 

Why does God ask women to give to men the 
leadership role in home and church? Scripture says 
that in the church the greater honor is given to the 
inferior part (1 Cor. 12:23-25). This is done for the 
sake of balance - so that each member can feel as if 
they are contributing something worthwhile. Women 
are so blessed with so many superior qualities and in
dispensable roles (such as motherhood), how are 
homes and assemblies of Christ going to maintain 
balance enabling the men to feel as thought they are 
valuable contributors? According to the Sacred Text, 
the women are to voluntarily elevate the men to the 
leading roles. And of course women did, in New Tes
tament times, and do now, pleasingly perform many 
great acts of service in the church. They teach other 
women (Titus 2:3-5) and even men in informal and 
domestic settings (Acts 18 :26). They labor in the gos
pel side by side with male leadership (Phil. 4:2). 
They can risk their lives for the gospel, work hard 
among the brethren, host the church, and have much 
influence in it (Rom. 16; 1 Cor. 16:15-16; Acts 6:5). 
Is there much doubt that women have always served 
as the unseen backbone and core of congregations 
everywhere? 

Biblical Christianity will never be popular with 
the majority. But it is the infallible wisdom of God. 
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(In the year 1852 Alexander Campbell delivered a lecture to the young men of Washington College in Penn
sylvania. His subject was Phrenology, Animal Magnetism, Clairvoyance, and Spiritual Rapping. Phrenology 
has passed out of style, but the sentiment that popularized it a century ago still lives - it lives in such nonsense 
as New Ageism with its chandlers, and every attempt to ape the mysticism ofHinduism,s Yoga- made popu
lar by the Beatles and Shirley McLain. There is something in man that loves the mysterious and the incompre
hensible, and that makes the reprint of a portion of the Campbell article timely. We did not print the first half 
of the piece because it was mostly introductory. Anyway, for your convenience, pleasure, and information here 
ft~ . 

Phrenology, Animal Magnetism, 
Clairvoyance, Spiritual Rapping 

By Alexander Campbell (deceased) of Bethany, Virginia 

T hey are clairvoyants with a vengeance, whom 
any man of common sense and common 
faculties would fear to encounter. They 

claim to possess a new species of omnipresence and 
omniscience, or what is equal to both. 

A mesmerized lady takes the hand of a person, 
and travels with him in mind from Philadelphia to 
Paris in less than four seconds, and with him walks 
through the Louvre, and with him contemplates the 
portraits and pictures, one by one, and, in less than 
the twinkling of an eye, returns to Philadelphia and 
reveals the vision. And yet the mesmerizer disbe
lieves in spirits, and only believes in fluids. Who can 
reason with or against such pretensions? It is neither 
a subject of reason nor of revelation, and, therefore, 
we at once surrender, or deny in tote the whole pre
tence, as a demoniacal pretension or a new art or de
vice of jugglery. 

Some of its special pleaders deny the pretence of 
looking through solid rocks or solid substances, and 
yet they pretend to travel to Paris or London, in a 
straight line, through the earth, or so much of it as, 
in a rectilinear direction, lies to the right or left of a 
traveler from a room in New York to a room in Lon
don or in Paris. The somnambulist may not always, 
in such excursions, succeed; but if he only once, in 
any given number of times, succeeds, it is sufficient. 
The miracle, in that case, is wrought. 

Many of the mesmerizers deny both spirits and 
miracles, as positive entities. Fluids and effluvia are 
their spirits and wonder-working agents. Fluids and 
effluvia, with them, become oral prophets and proph-
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etesses; divine fortunes and narrate them; pry into the 
future and launch into eternity. Every somnambulist is 
positively inspired, if not by a spirit, certainly by an 
effluvium, or some subtle, inappreciable material 
agency, more refined than any gaseous body known to 
science or to fame. 

But the mysteries of mesmerism transcend all 
other mysteries; for, while it denies spiritual inspira
tion, it claims an inspiration and a power above and 
beyond all the inspiration of prophets and apostles. 
Its most ingenious advocates even deny the theory of 
working upon the imagination, and assert that wild 
bulls, mad dogs, and animals in the agonies of death, 
have felt its awful power and have been healed. And, 
strange to tell, while faith in men is essential to its 
development, brutes, without either faith or reason, 
are wholly under its power. Nay, even doors and 
floors are mesmerized by the waving of the hand; 
and human feet and hands are, nolens volens, bound 
in adamantine chains by its enchanting power. 

And, stranger still, connected with phrenology, 
greater miracles than even these are wrought by its 
sublime magicians. Even characters are convertible 
by its mystic power. A gentle wave of a mesmerist's 
hand over this or that organ gives, for the time being, 
a new character. Its subject becomes a churl or a 
prodigal, a thief or an honest man, a combatant or a 
coward, veracious or a liar, not as the touch, but as 
the shadow, of the mesmerist's hand or finger passes 
near the localities of certain organs of the brain or 
bumps of the cranium. Young ladies, and even the 
coyest old maids, are courted and subdued by its 



mystic charms. Truly it is a terrific and an appalling 
power in the hands of certain priests and priestesses 
of Cupid, the son of Venus and Jupiter, or the son of 
Erebus and Nox. 

But, in certain cases, it is questionable - a mat
ter yet sub judice - whether the power of the mes
merist is more in his hand or in his eye. Perhaps it is 
in both. When doctors differ, pupils may disagree. 
But it is said that a glove from the hand of a lover 
may be transmitted, by post, any distance, to his mis
tress, and become a medium of the most felicitous 
communication, by what is technically called "rap
port" - a term for whose meaning I must refer you 
to your best French dictionaries. 

This is an improvement in harmony with the 
telegraphic dispatch of the age. Thus, by the aid of 
mesmerism, a young gentleman at Washington may 
not only communicate, but hold court, with the mis
tress of his heart at the distance of a few thousand 
miles. In this way, the language of his affection, while 
yet warm from his heart, may reach her eye, and be 
as efficient of love as the most felicitous tete-a-tete 
demonstration. We are, indeed, very much in doubt 
-if this alleged science should prove to be any thing 
but a luaus natures, an ignis - whether it would not 
be infinitely more pregnant of evil than of good to 
human kind. 

But, as yet advised, we are slow to believe its 
boasted claims and marvellous pretensions. There is 
one fact of colossal magnitude, strongly asserted by 
those who, from a large field of observation and in
numerable trials made, have a right and an authority 
to speak which I have not, from any attention which 
I have paid to the subject. It is this: No one has ever 
yet been magnetized in good health when free from 
any suspicion or apprehension of the operation to 
which he or she was subjected. The mind or the 
imagination must be excited or morbidly affected, 
from representations made, in order to super-induce 
a state of feeling in harmony with the mind and in
tentions of the operator. Now, as conceded on all 
hands, "physical agents act of themselves, indepen
dent of the will of the subject." This is essential to all 
our conceptions of physical agency in all cases, but 
not so in moral agencies. In these, the will of the 
agent and of the subject - the operator and the op
erated upon - must, in every act, simultaneously 
sympathize or harmonize. We have, indeed, mental 
as well as physical invalids in the great family of 
man. These are rather passive instruments, and, in 
the hand of every tempter, of every ingenious or en-

thusiastic operator, an easy prey. The extent of this 
subtle influence, whether in the hand or in the eye of 
the charmer and of his prey, has never yet been ascer
tained either in man or in the brutal tribes of earth. 

The true philosophy of mesmerism is to be found 
in the infirmities of human nature - its morbid sen
sibility, its credulity, its insatiate curiosity, its love of 
the marvelous, and the necessary absence of self-gov
ernment. These render their subjects the easy prey of 
imagination, and of the faith or of the self-confi
dence of bold experimentalists, themselves too often 
as much deceived as deceivers. 

A clear and comprehensive conception of the 
laws of sympathy and of animal influence upon ani
mal bodies, with the different states of the parties, 
will go a sufficient length to free every one from be
ing a proper subject for the manifestations of the too 
credulous or too cunning hand of well-practiced ma
nipulators. The sinful curiosity to acquire, and the 
presumption to impart, may, indeed, conspire to 
yield results as astounding as they may be judicial, on 
the part of divine government, to furnish those who 
presume to open the sealed volumes of forbidden 
knowledge. 

As in the cases of those who formerly consulted 
demons, who had recourse to familiar spirits and to 
wizards, seeking to unseal the volumes of human 
destiny and to pry into secrets which God has as 
kindly hidden as he has benevolently revealed that 
which man ought to know of himself and of his 
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destiny in order to his true and lasting glory, honor 
and felicity, God has now given an undiscerning 
mind, so that a deceived heart has turned multitudes 
aside; insomuch that none of them can deliver his 
own soul from the infatuation, and, therefore, can 
neither see nor say, "Is there not a lie, an error, in my 
right hand?" 

That all bodies - the human body as well as ev
ery other body, mineral, animal, or vegetable - are 
the subjects and residences of an electric spirit, no 
one, tolerably initiated into the secrets of nature, ei
ther can or will deny. And what is this electric spirit, 
permeating, in certain degrees and dispensations, ev
ery thing terraqueous, organic and inorganic? Are its 
mysteries all revealed? Is any one of them all re
vealed? No: not one. Science - true science -
cheerfully puts its finger upon its lip, and nods as
sent. Ether, atmosphere, water, earth, are its grand 
and august treasure-houses. These are all distinct 
bodies, each one severally possessing its own trea
sures of this mysterious spirit. And yet it is not pure 
spirit. It is only relatively so cal_led. Not one of its 
phenomena is perfectly comprehended by any living 
man. In one class of bodies it is made manifest only 
by friction; in another class, by sensible communica
tion. Some bodies absolutely refuse to receive elec
tricity by communication; one class becoming elec
trical by friction only, another only by communica
tion. This, indeed, is not an absolute law. By force of 
human genius they can be made convertible into 
each other. Pools of water have been so electrified as, 
on presentation of the human hand, to yield enough 
to produce pain. But we must ascend towards heaven 
to find its proper habitation. Its home is the ether 
that lies beyond the realms of atmospheric air. 
Hence, its solemn and sublime chambers never can 
be entered by the foot of mortal man. 

We may talk of the quantities of electricity under 
the denominations of positive and negative; of its 
residences, transmigrations, transformations or 
metamorphoses; but its secret chambers and its do
mestic laws no son of earth can penetrate till he has 
shuffled off this mortal coil. 

We may call the electricities positive and nega
tive, vitreous or resinous, without increasing our 
knowledge of either. We may ascertain its immutable 
laws - such as that the rubbing and the rubbed body 
always require opposite electricities, and that the in
tensity of the electric force resembles the law of 
gravitation, being inversely as the square of its dis
tance. But of its essence and its primordial modus 
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operandi the philosopher is yet as ignorant as an In
dian from the cliffs of the Andes or a Bedouin from 
the deserts of Arabia. 

Shall we, then, assume as a fact that a human 
hand, applied frictionwise to a human body, may ab
stract from it a substance sensibly affecting the brain, 
and at the same time dogmatically affirm that, with 
the fluid abstracted or communicated - the one 
positive, the other negative - the mind of the sub
ject is perfectly identified with that of the agent? 
Such an inference would be at open war with every 
principle and law of sound reason and of human ex
perience. But, that some physical effect might and 
would accrue. to one or both, might, on some of the 
laws of animated nature, be lawfully presumed. If, 
indeed, the mind of man were a mere fluid - even 
the most recondite and abstract - the inference 
would not be so perfectly incongruous, illogical and 
revolting. But to identify the human understanding, 
spirit, reason, conscience or affections with matter 
solid, liquid or gaseous, is alike at war with reason 
and revelation, as well as with all the canons of a 
sound and safe philosophy. But all that we have as
sumed or said is with reference to the spiritual 
rappings or knockings - the legitimate result of 
mesmerism and clairvoyance, as developed in the [al
leged] recent conversations with the dead. The links 
of this chain, however curious, should we attempt 
now to trace them, would trench alike upon our time 
and your patience. We prefer, on such premises, to 
be suggestive rather than dogmatic. 

To save time, I will then assume ~hat with a good 
"medium," and a quantum sufficient of animal mag
netism, the spiritual knockings, first heard in modern 
times in the house of Rev. john Wesley, believed in 
by Dr. Adam Clarke, and reported and commented 
on by Dr. Priestley, are true and veritable facts; that 
old Jeffrey's ghost did torment the family of the dis
tinguished Wesleys, more or less, during three-and
thirty years; and that the fearful knocks first heard in 
Hydesville, in the town of Arcadia, New York, in 
1847, afterwards tenanted by Mr. and Mrs. Fox, 
staunch members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; testified to by so many true and veritable 
citizens in New York; more fully developed in Roch
ester, Auburn, Skaneateles, and recently in many 
towns in this Union, according to the prophecy that 
went before concerning them, through the distin
guished Baron Swedenborg, in his prophecies con
cerning the year 1852, which was to decide the fate 
of his Church and doctrines, are all true and veritable 



facts and documents, of unquestionable truth and 
verity. I do hereby, therefore, engross and accept, as 
veritable and substantially true, with a reasonable 
discount for the false and hypocritical pretences of 
some ring-streaked, speckled and spotted goats, that 
have insinuated themselves, horns off, amongst these 
true and honest believers, the facts as stated. Having, 
then, thus cordially admitted the whole premises and 
facts claimed, I proceed to offer a few reasons and 
considerations why they ought to be promptly repu
diated by all rational and well-informed Christians 
and citizens, in these United States and elsewhere. 

Necromancy is just as true as history, and as 
much to be believed. It is a universally conceded doc
trine of revelation, accredited by all learned Protes
tants, from Luther down to the present day. It is both 
a science and an art, true as the Bible. As a science, it 
develops a portion of the unseen world as clearly as 
Newton developed a portion of the seen world. 
There is a spirit world as well as a material world. 
There is a world of darkness and death as well as a 
world of light and life. 

Necromancy was taught in Egypt before the birth 
of Moses. The art of conferring with the dead was 
well understood in Egypt, whence it traveled all over 
the earth. Hence, laws concerning it were a part and 
parcel of the Jewish code. God never enacted laws 
against absolute nonentities. The fact of his enacting 
laws against wizards, witches, and necromancy as 
much substantiates and authenticates their reality as 
that of his enacting laws against sodomy and 
Sodomites, and against the image-worship of 
Pagandom, demonstrates their actual existence. 
Balaam, the enchanter and soothsayer, was as real a 
character and prophet as Moses. The witch of Endor 
and her necromancy were as much facts as were King 
Saul and the prophet Samuel. And that she had 
[imaginary] power over the dead is just as veritable 
as that Samuel had power over the living. Down to 
the Christian era, witches, familiar spirits, and witch
craft obtained all over Asia. Paul was beset by a 
Pythonic spirit, as truly as jesus was tempted by Sa
tan in person. These are Bible facts as palpable and 
as demonstrable as the dispossession of demons or 
the resurrection of Lazarus. No man, who believes 
the Bible testimony, can deny it. God commanded 
Moses to punish with death the witches that 
troubled Israel. And Paul places witchcraft amongst 
the execrable sins of his day, and warns Christians 
against it. Some semi-infidels amongst modern 
Christians have endeavored to ridicule this belief. 

Knaves and fools alike have made a mockery of these 
awful realities, as much as Universalians make a 
mock of hell. But I never knew a well-educated man, 
or a man of a vigorous or enlightened mind, who de
nied or doubted these awful realities. 

God has been pleased to restrain, and again to let 
Satan loose a little season, and now his coming is 
heralded from Boston to California and Oregon. 
These indications, as usual, are ridiculed by material
ists and atheists of every school. Christians believe 
and fear for coming events. These shadows indicate 
an approaching crisis. Let us, then, be prepared for 
it. The wise shall understand, while the foolish vir
gins are asleep and have no oil in their lamps. 

Never were actors more true and faithful to their 
calling than these pretended spirit-rappers. They are 
always communing with the spirits of the dead. They 
are asking and obtaining messages from them, but 
only from the wicked dead. They are lying spirits, 
pretending to speak from heaven above, but they 
speak from the earth and below the earth. They are 
true to their prophetic character; and alas for them 
that consult these too familiar spirits, whether real or 
pretended, which peep, and rap, and mutter! They are 
all genuine Universalians. They take away from sin
ners the fear of death and hell. Not one of them, so far 
as I have heard, gives a single intimation of hell. All 
their communications allure to the belief that the 
friends of all inquirers are now in Abraham's bosom. 

There have always been a few such real or false 
pretenders, and again they are let loose from prison, 
and are everywhere busied in deluding those who 
have not the true faith in their hearts. Since the true 
gospel has been promulgated, and is being promul-
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gated, they are exceedingly fierce against it, and take 
occasion to oppose it by transforming themselves 
into angels of light. They now say that Christ is in 
the desert, or, rather, most of them delight to say he 
is in the secret chambers. How fearfully does this 
comport with those secret tables, the mediums, and 
the queries and responses echoing from Rochester to 
the centre and circumference of this much-favored 
land of Bibles! 

But in all that I have conceded, I have not yet con
ceded their reality. These are· such poor demons, and 
appear in forms so questionable and mean, that I can
not fully credit their reality. If demons they be, they 
are the meanest demons, and the most bereft of talent 
and capacity to speak, I presume to say, in the whole 
annals of demonology. We have read of demons of 
respectable character and standing, in former ages; 
but these New York demons are the veriest Lilliputian 
demons I have ever read of. They can speak neither a 
dead nor a living tongue. They peep, and mutter, and 
rap, and thump, as the most clownish, ill-bred demons 
in universal history. They are too exceedingly fond of 
the ladies, and associate quite too familiarly with 
them. They even impinge upon their wardrobes, their 
secret chambers, and have the rudeness to chatter 
about it at a distance. They come in shapes so ques
tionable, that I have almost concluded they are only 
hypocritical demons. I have rummaged over one of 
their most erudite volumes of conversations and com
munications, and had intended to embellish my ad
dress with a few of their flowers of rhetoric, but I am 
positively so electrified by shame, that I can scarcely 
bring myself to make a single quotation from their 
low, vulgar, or clownish responses. 

Mr. Wesley's ghost Jeffrey, of Epworth, 
Lincolnshire, England, was a ghost of some respect
ability of language and address. And Mrs. Seeress 
Harper, formerly Miss Emily Wesley, was a lady, ev
ery inch of her, and although the ghost Jeffrey 
haunted her for four-and-thirty years, he was, upon 
the whole, rather genteel; and she, in all their inter
course, never lost her happy equilibrium. 

It is due to my present audience and to those 
absent spirits, rappers, mediums, and all that wait 
upon them for illumination, that we cite, from their 
annals, a few of the new revelations and communica
tions with which they have been favored. We will, 
therefore, propound a few questions, and give their 
answers: 

1. When a spirit leaves the human form, how 
does it look? 
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Davis:- "Spirits retain the same bodily form in 
the spiritual sphere, and at first they feel as if they 
were only transformed to a country they know not. 
It is, however, not long after the transition before the 
interior senses are opened; then they behold and ap
preciate the change and the beauties with which they 
are surrounded." 

2. Do embodied and disembodied spirits inter
communicate? 

Davis, clairvoyant: - "It is a truth that spirits 
commune with one another while one is in the body 
and the other in the higher spheres, even, too, when 
the person in the body is unconscious of the influ
ence, and hence cannot be convinced of the fact. This 
truth will, ere long, present itself in the form of a liv
ing demonstration." 

3. How will the world receive this new light? 
Davis:- "The world will hail with delight the 

ushering in of that era, when the interiors of men will 
be opened, and the spiritual communion shall be es
tablished, such as is now being enjoyed by the inhab
itants of Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, because of their 
superior refinement.,, 

4. Pray, Mr. Davis, as you illustrate by the spiri
tual communion now enjoyed by the inhabitants of 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, of course you have been 
there; but we, never having been there, cannot un
derstand you; would you please enlighten us in that 
point, that we may understand you in this? 

Davis: - "I cannot communicate with you on 
that subject." 

[Enter Reverend A.H. Jarvis, of the Methodist 
Church.] 

Mr. Jarvis:- "There are many facts which have 
come under my observation equally convincing of 
the intelligence and utility of the communications 
from these unseen agents, who I now believe are 
continually about us, and more perfectly acquainted 
with all our ways, and even our thoughts, than we 
are with each other. But the fact in reference to my 
friend Pickard is what you desire. He was at my 
house on Friday afternoon, April 6th, 1849. None of 
the Fox family was present. While at the table, we 
had frequent communications on different subjects. 
Pickard was requested to ask questions. He desired 
to know who it was that would answer questions. 
The answer was, "I am your mother, Mary Pickard." 
Her name, or the fact of her death, was not known 
to any of us. The next Monday evening he (Pickard) 
was at Mr. G's, and tarried there over night. He 
there received a communication; purporting to be 



from his mother, saying, ' Your child is dead.' He 
came immediately to my place, and said he should 
take the stage for home, (Lockport, sixty miles dis
tant). He left in the stage at eight or nine A. M. At 
twelve A. M. I returned to my house, my wife meet
ing me with a telegraph envelop. I broke the seal and 
read mentally first: -
"ROCHESTER, April10, 1849." 

"By telegraph from Lockport, to Rev. A.H. 
Jarvis, No.4 West Street. Tell Mr. Pickard, if you can 
find him, his child died this morning. Answer. R. 
Mallory.' 

"I then read it to my wife, and said, 'This is one 
of the best and most convincing evidences of the in
telligence of those invisible agents;' and then I 
added, 'God's telegraph has outdone Morse's alto
gether.'" 

Was not this a glorious message from the spirit 
land? 

We will take another specimen, from the New 
York Tribune, of December 28, 1849: -

"After this report and some discussion on the sub
ject, the audience selected another committee, com
posed of the following persons: - Dr. H.H. 
Langworthy, Hon. Frederick Whittlesey, D.C. 
McCallum, William Fisher, of Rochester, and Hon. 
A.P. Hascall, of LeRoy. At the next lecture this com
mittee reported that they went into the investigation 
at the office of Chancellor Whittlesey, and they heard 
the sound on the floor, on the wall, and door; that the 
ladies were placed in different positions, and, like the 
other committee, they were wholly unable to tell from 
what the sound proceeded or how it was made; that 
Dr. Langworthy made observations with a stetho
scope, to ascertain whether there was any movement 
with the lungs, and found not the least difference 
when the sounds were made; and there was no kind of 
probability or possibility of their being made by ven
triloquism, as some had supposed - and they could 
not have been made by machinery. 

"This committee was composed of Dr. E.P. 
Langworthy, Dr. J. Gates, Wm. Fitzhugh, Esq., W.L. 
Burtis, and L. Kenyon. This committee met at the 
rooms of Dr. Gates, at the Rochester House, and ap
pointed a committee of ladies, who took the young 
women into a room, disrobed them, and examined 
their persons and clothing, to be sure there were no 
fixtures about them that could produce the sounds. 
When satisfied on this point, the committee of ladies 
tried some other experiments, and gave the young la
dies the following certificate: 

'When they were standing on pillows, with a 
handkerchief tied around the bottom of their 
dresses, tight to the ankles, we all heard the rapping 
on the wall and floor distinctly.'" 

(Signed) "Mrs. Stone, 
Mrs. J. Gates, 

Miss M. P. Lawrence." 
"In the evening the committee, through their 

chairman, Dr. Langworthy, made a very full report of 
their examinations during the day. They reported 
they excluded all friends of the two ladies from the 
committee room, and had the examination only in 
presence of the committee of gentlemen, and ladies 
chosen by them. Notwithstanding all this precaution, 
these sounds were heard when the ladies stood on 
large feather pillows, without shoes, and in other 
various positions, both on the floor and on the wall; 
that a number of questions were asked, which, when 
answered, were generally correct. Each member of 
the committee reported separately, agreeing with, 
and corroborating, the first statements." 

We will adduce only another specimen of these 
revelations: 

"Thousands of questions have been asked on 
these points, and have been answered by spirits who 
purported to be Emanuel Swedenborg, the Seeress of 
Prevorst, George Fox, Galen, William E. Channing, 
Nathaniel P. Rogers, John Wesley, Samuel Wesley, 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, Prof. David P. Page, and many 
others: 

Salvation 
t»What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:1 b 
o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

james 5:16 
0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Question: What is your mission to the world? 
Answer: To do good. The time will come when 

we will communicate universally. 
Question: Of what benefit will it be to mankind? 
Answer: We can reveal truths to the world, and 

men will become more harmonious and better pre
pared for the higher spheres. 

Question: Some persons imagine that the spirits 
are evil, and that Satan is transformed into an angel 
of light to deceive us. What shall we say to them? 

Answer: Tell them some of their bigotry will have 
to be dispensed with before they can believe we are 
good spirits. Ask them why they refuse to investi
gate. They are not as wise as they suppose them
selves to be. 

Question: Can ignorant spirits rap? 
Answer: Yes. (An ignorant spirit rapped, and the 

difference was very plain between that and the 
other.) 

Question: Are these sounds made by rapping? 
Answer: No. They are made by the will of the 

spirits causing a concussion of the atmosphere and 
making the sounds appear in whatever place they 
please. 

Question: Can they make the sounds to all per
sons? 

Answer: No. The time will come when they can. 
Question: Is there some peculiar state of the 

body that makes it easier to communicate with some 
persons than others? 

Answer: Yes. Such, gentlemen, are the quasi-Di
vine revelations now being made to the world by the 
spirits in prison, or somewhere else, through these 
elect gentlemen and ladies. If you desire to have their 
own explanation of these mysteries, I can give it to 
you from their own pens. It is all compressed into 
one period. Here it is: 

"They (clairvoyants) have the full power of sym
pathy with the spirits, through the medium of the 
nervous fluid or electricity, which is the only medium 
of communication between spirits in and out of the 
body." 

On these premises you can philosophize without 
my aid, and readily appreciate the amount of credu
lity which the Christian philosopher has now to 
encounter. From such revolting spectacles and silly 
pretensions, I am ashamed and mortified to say that 
we must fix, at no very elevated point, the standard 
of Christian intelligence and good sense of a great 
mass of our community who are led away by this sol
emn mockery. 
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But, before we close, it may be expedient to sug
gest a few criteria by which aH such pretensions may 
be tried, however plausible and with whatever show 
of evidence they may claim the attention of an en
lightened community. 

1. We either have, or have not, a Divine Revela
tion, perfectly adapted to the genius and condition of 
human nature. The educated mind of Christendom, 
during a period of more than eighteen centuries, has 
concurred in the belief and assertion of this transcen
dent fact. The philosophers, poets, orators, legisla
tors, and all the highly gifted and cultivated leaders of 
public opinion, in the civilized world, have conceded, 
that, of earth's literature, science and religion, the 
Bible itself is, par excellence, the Book of Books, wor
thy of the Supreme Intelligence to be its Author, and 
of man to be its instrument, subject and object. It has 
passed through every ordeal - through the burning 
fiery furnace of the most scathing criticism; and, like 
the pure gold of Ophir, it has come out of that furnace 
not merely unscathed, but shining with a lustre, a 
beauty, a glory, that surpasses all the literature, science 
and religion of all ages, races and generations of men. 
The arm of flesh will sooner quell the waves of the sea, 
arrest the winds of heaven, or pluck the sun from the 
centre of its system, than human wisdom, genius or 
learning fasten upon any page of this Divine Volume a 
single characteristic of weakness or folly- of fraud or 
fiction. 

Truth and error have their appropriate character
istics. Nature and art- I mean nature and human 
art, (for all nature is but art unknown to man) - are 
distinguishable to every educated age. No honeybee 
ever sought honey from an artificial flower in aH its 
bloom of beauty. 

No one of perspicacity, who has read with atten
tion the oracles of any Divine prophet or apostle, 
will for a moment listen to the prosing nonsense and 
folly of a mesmerized clairvoyant. To listen to such 
stuff as is printed from the lips of such sages, as a 
communication from heaven, is to give proof posi
tive that the party in attendance has never seen the 
Sun of Righteousness in his full-orbed glory, and 
knows nothing of his meridian splendor. 

2. But, in the second place, these assumed rev
elations are private revelations, and from private im
pulse, and are, consequently, of private interpreta
tion. Of course, then, they are not of any public im
portance. This is not a seal, but a brand from heaven, 
of their imposture. No oracle of God is of any 
private impulse or private interpretation, for the 



holy men of olden times spake as they were moved, 
not by angel or spirit, but by the Holy Spirit. This is, 
itself, an explicit refutation of them. No divinely in
spired man ever was a fortune-teller, or a communi
cator of private intelligence for the good or behoof of 
any individual. Angels have been sent on special er
rands to special persons, for public interest; but the 
Divine Spirit never condescended to answer any 
man's petition concerning his own personal property, 
domicile, goods or chattels. These spiritual rappers 
and their spirits, in all their speculations, have 
stamped upon themselves the brand of their own 
fraud and imposition, and yet have not sense to read 
or see it. 

3. When God interposes, it is on an occasion 
worthy of himself. There was always a Moses or a 
joshua in the field- a Lawgiver or a Redeemer on 
the stage - when God "rapped." His voice then 
shook, not a door, but the earth and the heavens. He 
needed no lamp nor sensible light, for his own glory 
veiled the sun and hid the stars from mortal vision. 

When Israel went out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob from a people of strange lan

guage, 
Judah was his sanctuary, And Israel his domin-

ion. 
The sea saw it, and fled; 
The Jordan was driven back; 
The mountains skipped like rams, 
And the little hills like lambs. 
What ailed thee, 0 thou sea, that thou fleddest? 
Thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back! 
Ye mountains; that ye skipped like rams, 
And ye little hills, like lambs! 
The earth trembled at the presence of the Lord, 
At the presence of the God of Jacob; 
Who turned the rock into pool of water, 
And flint into fountains of water (Ps. 114). 

In what contrast with these scenes stand the do
miciles of Mr. Fox, of Lyman Granger, and of johnny 
Grott, of Rochester, Auburn, or Skaneateles, with 
their young groups of ghostly faces peeping, peering, 
muttering around a drowsy medium, half Mercury, 
half man, waiting for the news from the spirits in 
some infernal purgatory beyond some Stygean pool! 

It is a canon of Protestantism, worthy of a golden 
tablet, that to the Bible's last amen nothing is to be 
added by any new revelation or commandment of de
mon, angel or man. Between the last voice of the 
Apocalypse and the final trumpet of man's drama, no 
new oracle, dream or vision is promised by God or 
expected by any intelligent man. 

Indeed, as soon as the drama of redemption was 

completed, and the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
given in charge to the Apostle Peter, all subsequent 
preachers, teachers and inquirers were, by visions or 
precepts from heaven, sent to hear words from Pe
ter, which all that learn, believe and obey will need 
no angel, ghost, medium or missionary from an
other sphere, to teach them any thing which they 
ought to know, to fill up their mission and destiny of 
life, or to consummate their own glory, honor and 
blessedness. 

Young gentlemen, we live in an age of wonders, 
and we Anglo-Saxons are, in fact, a wonderful 
people. We have, too, as a people, a wonderful des
tiny in this world, beyond our individual personal 
destiny in an eternal universe, on the mere confines 
of which we yet stand. You have peculiar privileges, 
and, consequently, will have peculiar duties, and a 
peculiar destiny, in this world. The truly educated 
portions of our country, in the broad and large im
port of the word education, are not one in a thou
sand of our aggregate population. The credulity of 
many infidels and skeptics has afforded a somewhat 
perplexing theme to certain moral philosophers. We 
allude to it no further, at present, than to express 
our wonder at the facile belief of some schools of in
fidelity in new revelations. They reject Moses and 
the prophets, jesus and the apostles, and believe in 
the daydreams and visions of every new pretender 
to some new form of supernaturalism. Hence the 
ready ear and voluntary belief which they yield to 
every pretence of some new light from the spirit 
world. 

Within a few years there has been a very general 
excitement amongst this class on the subject of new 
communications from the dead. We regard this fact 
as at least a very striking proof of an all-pervading 
latent interest in the state of the dead, and of the 
unsatisfyingness of all the mere philosophies of 
earth upon the unseen and the eternal world. Hu
man nature, in its more rational forms, without a 
positive and explicit revelation of a future life, has 
never been, and never can be, at rest. It demands a 
God, a future judgment, and a future life. It has 
hopes and fears, however latent, that occasionally 
develops their positive existence, and cannot, by any 
possibility, be either eradicated or annihilated. But 
the misfortune is that men seek to conceal or to se
crete this innate dread of the great unseen and the 
great unknown, rather than to institute an earnest 
search or inquiry after the great secret of his being, 
character and will. Man needs a revelation of God 
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as much as he needs the breath of life. The future of 
himself is always infinitely more interesting to hi~ 
than all his experiences of the past. Hence the facile 
ear of even a stern unbeliever in the Christian revela
tion to every new, and strange, and mysterious indi
cation of a spiritual sphere and of a future life. There 
are at this very hour, I am constrained to think, myri
ads of persons more laborious and indefatigable in 
their inquiries after mesmerism, clairvoyance and 
spiritual rappings, than they have ever been to inves
tigate the claims of Moses or of the Messiah. This, in 
my opinion, is a proof that the requirements of 
Moses and of Christ are inwardly, or at heart, more 
resisted than the simple fact of their real personality 
or of their Divine mission. Human nature, fallen and 
degraded as it is, has more of an innate revulsionary 
feeling to the doctrine of the Bible, and especially to 
the self-denial which Christianity enjoins, than it has 
to the stern realities of a God, a Savior and a future 
life. Had Moses and the prophets, Jesus and the 
apostles, granted impunity to, or delivered oracles in 
harmony with, the demands of the unbridled lusts 
and passions of men in the flesh, the whole world 
would have loved, honored and adored them, and 
have gladly acquiesced in their mission. 

Men in the flesh desire a heaven, a pathway to it, 
and a safe and sure guide, provided that this heaven 
and its highway suit their taste, and that its guide 
grant impunity to their inordinate affections; hence 
the growing popularity of Universalism in many 
parts of our country. It is in good keeping with the 
tastes and the affinities of a secular population, and 
the pulsations of a purely animal and worldly spirit. 

But without an entire regeneration of body, soul 
and spirit, what sort of a paradise would heaven be! 
Mohammed and his Elysium lying beyond the sev
enth heaven, with its snow-white rivers, its crystal 
fountains, its groves and gardens, more odoriferous 
than the purest musk, studded with goblets bright 
and numerous as the stars of heaven, spread over a 
saffron earth, covered with pearls; women formed of 
cognate musk, beautiful as angels, lolling in pavilions 
of hollow pearls, feasting on nectar and ambrosia, 
tuning their golden lyres to the odes of Venus and 
Bacchus - the chief divinities of earth - would be 
the proper heaven, the delightful hope, of the great 
majority of the most polished circles of London, 
Paris and Washington City, together with a thousand 
other towns and cities of inferior fame. 

But such is not the hope or the heaven of the 
Bible and its Author. It is a much more beautiful and 
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glorious heaven. There grows the tree of life. There 
flows the river of life. There are seen the cherubim 
and the six-winged seraphim, There are sweeter 
melodies than mortal ear has ever heard; more heart
ravishing sights than mortal eye hath ever seen. The 
jasper, the sapphire and the emerald, the beryl, the 
amethyst and the topaz, and all the diamond brillian
cies of earth, are but the image of its beauties and the 
shadow of its glories. Yet it is, in certain circles, a 
very unfashionable place. It is even in bad taste, on 
some splendid occasions, to allude to it. And I am 
not sure that even here it is in good keeping with the 
occasion to dwell too long upon it. Pardon me, then, 
you cynic critics, for trespassing on your forbidden 
ground. Turn we, then, to the constellation of the 
Lesser Bear, "Where, perhaps, some other beauty 
lies, The blessed cynosure of neighboring eyes." 

And here we shall only add, that, in the midst of 
all the knocking, rapping spirits of earth, there is a 
Spirit standing at the door of every heart, knocking 
for admission, promising to all who open to its call a 
banquet richer far than earth has ever seen or mor
tals ever known. 

But that Spirit speaks in a style of lofty argument, 
of moral dignity and Divine grandeur, worthy of a 
Christian's heaven; of such a being as God, and of 
such a being as man, viewed in all the sublime and 
awful outlines of his moral nature, his lofty port and 
heavenward aspirations, and not in the grimace and 
silly buffoonery of those spirits that peep and mutter 
tales unworthy of man, and still more unworthy of 
woman. From such demons, such silly demons, 
whether of imagination, fraud or fiction let every man 
and woman of self-respect, of good sense and of 
sound discretion, turn away with scorn and contempt. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

Some 11Do's'' and 11Don't's'' 
for the Christian 

By Leroy Brownlow 

Devoted to the development of the children of God in ev
eryday Christian living. Teachiilgs and principles from the 
Bible, which, when properly applied, should be of practi
cal help to the Christian in facing every situation of life. 
25 chapters with review questions at the end of each; a 
companion book to Why I Am a Member of the Church of 
Christ. Excellent for class or personal study. BKAX04, pa
perback, 166 pgs. 

$4.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Fp 



A Show 
By Carol Leah Hatfield 

I was looking at the computer screen over my 
friend's shoulder. A picture came up of a man 
with his hand raised. Her response to the pic

ture was "Wow. I love it when people love God and 
show it. Look at that; his hands raised unashamedly." 
I looked closely at the picture, studying it; and real
ized that it was a man who was about to baptize an
other man. I could hear the words in my head as I 
stared at the picture, "I now baptize you in the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." There 
was an explanation under the picture. It was a mis
sionary in Asia baptizing some of the people he had 
gone to teach. 

I knew what my friend had meant by her re
sponse to the picture. I pointed out to her that he 
was not raising his hands during the worship service, 
but instead to signify that he was about to baptize the 
young man. 

The more I thought about that event throughout 
the day, the more infuriated I became. I realized that 
an underlying statement that was being made in my 
friend's response to the picture (along with things that 
she had said in the past), was that in order to show that 
you love God you must raise your hands, clap in wor
ship, etc. I felt that I was being told that my worship is 
not good enough; that I must not really love God be
cause I don't raise my hands to show it. But my infu
riation quickly turned into sadness, because I realized 
that for many, it is just that - a show. 

I can know that I love God because I follow what 
jesus called the great commandment. I strive to 
strengthen my love towards the Lord my God every 
day; with all of my heart, with all of my soul, and 
with all of my mind (Matt. 22:36-37). 

Every action that we take on this earth should be 
done because we love God more then we love our
selves. That should be what controls us. Our love for 
God, the Son, and the Holy Spirit should guide every 
decision that we make in this life - from the biggest 
decisions that we make to the very smallest. 

I can know that I love God because I follow the 
second commandment that is like the first; "You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Matt. 22:39-
40; Rom. 13 :9). 

"God first, Others Second, Self Last." That is the 
phrase that my Bible camp teacher said every year, 
for as long as I can remember. And it worked, be
cause I still remember that phrase, and I pray that I 
will continue to use it as a guiding principle. 

We should love others so much that our number 
one desire is for them to be saved; for them to know 
the love of the Father, to feel the hope that is God, 
and to spread that love and salvation to others. 

Lastly, I can know that I love God because I use 
the Bible as my guide and I follow his command
ments. From the beginning, God has made it clear 
that those that love him will follow his command
ments. "For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
to the third and fourth generations of those who hate 
me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who 
love Me and keep My commandments" (Deut. 5:10). 
The same is true under the new law when jesus said, 
"If you love me, keep My commandments" Uohn 
14:15). 

If we- truly love God no show is necessary; 
people will see our love. We will love him with all of 
our heart, soul, mind; and strength; we will love our 
neighbors as ourselves; and we will show him the re
spect that he deserves by following his every com
mandment. 

The word love is used over 60 times in the Bible, 
and not once does it say, "If you love me, you will 
raise your hands." 
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The Pre-Writing Prophets Elisha 2 
By Jack P. Lewis 

I n addition to his contacts with private individu
als, Elisha served as one who anointed kings
and advised kings. At this period a marriage alli

ance put Judah and Israel into a military alliance 
rather than their being at war with each other. The 
son of Jehoshaphat married Athaliah, the daughter 
of Ahab. Jehoram of Israel, Ahab's son, and Je
hoshaphat of Judah, the latter of whom had earlier 
allied with Ahab of Israel in a battle at Ramoth
gilead (1 Kings 22), now made a joint military cam
paign against Moab (2 Kings 3). According to the 
Moabite Stone, Moab had been tributary to Israel 
since the time of Omri. Mesha (king of Moab) was a 
sheep breeder (naked; cf. Amos 1:1), paying a very 
high tribute of 100,000 lambs·and 100,000 rams. 
But with the death of Ahab, Mesha rebelled. 

The approach of the Israelite and Judean armies 
to Moab was from the south around the Dead Sea
"the way of the wilderness of Edom" (2 Kings 3:8). 
They were joined by the king of Edom. The armies 
of the three found no water; the situation was des
perate, but Jehoshaphat was informed that Elisha 
was with them. Elisha had served Elijah (2 Kings 
3:11). Elisha denounced Jehoram who evidently had 
continued the worship of Baal (2 Kings 3:13). Je
zebel, his mother, continued to live throughout his 
reign (2 Kings 9:30-33). 

Despite his rebuke of Jehoram, Elisha was will
ing to give an oracle for Jehoshaphat. After listening 
to a minstrel (cf. 1 Sam. 10:5f.), Elisha informed the 
kings that the stream bed would be filled with pools 
of water despite their not seeing wind or rain (2 
Kings 3: 17). The implication is that the Lord, not 
Baal that Jehoram worshiped, controlled the rain 
even as he had done in the Elijah stories. The Lord 

. would give them victory over Moab. 
The next morning fulfilled the prediction (2 

Kings 3 :20). Israel then carried out a scorched earth 
policy (2 Kings 3:18-19; cf. Deut. 20:19f.). The king 
of Moab in desperation sacrificed a son. The Israel
ites withdrew. It is thought that the Moabite Stone is 
Mesha's account of this same campaign told from 
Mesha's viewpoint. 

Elisha is seen in another international event 
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when Naaman the commander of the Aramean army 
comes to him. Naaman was a great soldier, but he 
suffered from leprosy (2 Kings 5: 1ff.). An Israelite 
girl who had been taken captive in one of the clashes 
between Aram (Syria) and Israel informed her mis
tress, Naaman's wife, that a prophet in Israel could 
cure Casop; cf. 5:3, 6, 7) Naaman. Elisha is often 
called "a man of God." 

The king of Aram (whose name is not given) sent 
a letter to the king of Israel (also not named) along 
with a gift of ten talents (ca. 12,000 ounces) of silver, 
six thousand shekels (ca. 2,400 ounces) of gold, and 
ten festal garments with the demand that he cure 
Naaman. Coins had not yet been invented. The hor
rified king of Israel supposed that the king of Aram 
was seeking a cause of war against him by making 
such an impossible demand. In the king's opinion, 
only God could do such a healing. It is not certain 
that the disease of the Bible is the same as Hansen's 
disease which we call "leprosy." 

Elisha heard of the demand and requested that 
Naaman come to him "that he may know that here is 
a prophet in Israel." Naaman came with his horses 
and chariots. Elisha, without due ceremony, sent a 
messenger to him telling him to go wash seven times 
in the Jordan and that he would be healed. 

That was not what Naaman had expected. It an
gered him. He had thought Elisha would stand and 
call on the name of the Lord his God and wave his 
hand over the affected place and cure the leprosy. 
His servants quieted his anger by reminding him that 
if the prophet had commanded him to some great 
thing he would have done it. "How much rather, 
then when he says to you, 'Wash and be clean'?" 
Naaman dipped and was cured . 

Naaman returned to Elisha and confessed that he 
now knew that there was no God in all the earth ex
cept in Israel. He urged Elisha to accept a gift (cf. Gen. 
33:11). Despite Naaman's insistence, Elisha refused. 

Naaman then requested two mules' burden of 
earth to take back to Damascus. He promised that he 
would not in the future sacrifice burnt offerings to 
any god but the Lord. Naaman's state duties, how
ever, required that he accompany the king in the 



king's worship of the god Rimmon. He asked that 
the Lord pardon him when he bowed in such a cer
emony. Elisha dismissed him with "Go in peace." 

Of all the stories of Elisha, perhaps this one has 
the greatest challenge to us. Modern people also 
form their concepts of what God ought to require of 
them, and they stumble at the simplicity of the gos
pel. If God required that we go on a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem, some would undertake it. If he required 
that we crawl on our knees to a shrine, some would 
do it. But when he says to be baptized, many rebel. 
That is just not the way they want to be saved. 

Elisha's refusal of a gift from Naaman became a 
temptation to his servant Gehazi. Gehazi went after 
Naaman with a story of unexpected guests coming (2 
Kings 5 :20-22). He asked for a talent (ca. 1,200 
ounces) of silver and two festal garments, Naaman 
gave him two talents and two garments, put them in 
a bag and sent two servants to carry them. One 
would estimate that the weight was about 150 
pounds. To Elisha's inquiry about where he had 
been, Gehazi insisted he had been nowhere. But El
isha was not to be deceived. He mentions more being 
received than just silver and garments - olive or
chards, vineyards, sheep and oxen, manservants and 
maidservants. The leprosy of Naaman passed in pun
ishment to Gehazi and his descendants. Covetous
ness has been around a long time. 

Israel's clash with Aram continued across the ca
reer of Elisha. The king of Aram could make plans, but 
Elisha could and did advise the king of Israel more 
than once to avoid ambushes planned (2 Kings 6:8ff.). 
The king of Aram assumed that he had a traitor among 
his servants; but they told him that Elisha knew even 
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the words that he spoke in his bedchamber. Elisha was 
in Dothan about ten miles north of Samaria. The kings 
sent horses, chariots, and a large army to surround the 
city and to capture Elisha. 

The next morning Elisha's servant saw the sur
rounding army and cried out in despair. Elisha, how
ever, assured him that more were with him than with 
Aram (2 Kings 6:16). He prayed that the Lord would 
open the servant's eyes. The servant then saw the 
mountain full of horses and chariots of fire around 
Elisha. Elisha prayed that the Lord would smite the 
Arameans with blindness. He then led the blind to 
Samaria where their eyes were opened to see where 
they were (2 Kings 6: 18-20). 

The king of Israel (using the term "my father") 
asked Elisha if he should smite the Arameans. Elisha 
asked him if he would smite prisoners of war. It was 
not the Israelite custom to kill prisoners of war (cf. 1 
Kings 20:31). Even at this stage of history there were 
rules of war. The king should give them food and 
water and send them home. The incursions of Aram 
into Israel stopped for a time (2 Kings 6:21-23). 

On a later siege of Samaria by Benhadad (no exact 
sequence from 2 Kings 6:23 should be assumed) a dire 
famine developed. Inflation was unbelievable. A 
woman suppliant told the king of her having eaten her 
son but her accomplice now refused to give up her son 
to be eaten (2 Kings 6:24-29). Cannibalism in war 
conditions is threatened for disobedience (Deut. 
28:57; Lam. 2:20; Ezek. 5:10). Josephus describes 
such at the siege of Jerusalem by the Romans (War, 
6.3.4.) The king swore that he would behead Elisha 
that day. We are not told why the king blamed Elisha 
for the famine. H~ did predict a seven-year famine (2 
Kings 8:1); but we do not know the time sequence of 
the two stories. When the messengers came to Elisha, 
Elisha predicted that the siege, the famine, and the 
inflation would be over the next day. The captain did 
not believe it: "If the Lord himself should make win
dows in heaven, could this thing be?" The prophet 
told him that he would see the abundance, but he 
would not eat of it (2 Kings 7:1-2). 

Four lepers at the point of starvation decided 
that deserting to the Arameans could not bring a 
worse fate than starving in Samaria. As they went, 
they found signs that the Arameans had left in panic 
leaving an abundance of supplies. The lepers re
turned to inform the city. The people plundered the 
Aramean's camp, the city haq abundance, but the 
captain was trampled by the crowd. Elisha's predic
tion had come true (2 Kings 7:3, 20). 
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Elijah never got around to carrying out his as
signed task of anointing Hazael king of Damascus. 
That task fell to Elisha (2 Kings 8:7ff.). Elisha came 
to Damascus. Benhadad was sick, and Hazael came 
to Elisha with a sizeable gift to ask if Benhadad 
would recover from his sickness. A gift to a prophet 
was customary (1 Sam. 9:7-8; 1 Kings 14:3). Elisha 
said that he would recover but would surely die. As 
he looked on Hazael he cried, explaining that he saw 
all the evil Hazael would bring on the people of Is
rael. Hazael asked, "What is your servant, who is but 
a dog, that he should do this great thing?" Then El
isha told him that he would be king of Aram. Hazael 
returned to tell Benhadad that he would recover, but 
the next day Hazael smothered him with his coverlet 
dipped in water (2 Kings 8:15). 

Elijah's commission to anoint Jehu as king (1 
Kings 19:16) also fell to Elisha (2 Kings 9). He sent 
one of the sons of the prophets to Jehu's camp at 
Ramoth-gilead to do the task. The man called Jehu 
aside and poured the oil on his head telling him that 
he was anointed king with the task of striking down 
the house of Aha b. Jehu then carried through his 
coup in which he trampled Jezebel (2 Kings 9:23), 
murdered Joram (also called Jehoram), king of Israel 
(2 Kings 9:24), Ahaziah, king of Judah (2 Kings 
9:27), the seventy sons of Ahab in Samaria (2 Kings 
10:7-9), and the assembled worshipers of Baal 
(2 Kings 10:25). Jehu is depicted on the Black Obe
lisk of Shalmaneser III as a tribute payer about 841 
B.C. (ANE'P, 281; ANEP, 3351). This tribute epi
sode is not mentioned in Scripture. 

Elisha had accomplished his task of struggling 
with the worshipers of Baal. In Elisha's final illness, 
after the reigns of Jehu and Jehoahaz had passed, 
Joash came to him to lament him with the words El
isha had used for Elijah: "My father, my father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" Elisha in
structed Joash to shoot arrows out the window as 
symbol of victory over Aram (2 Kings 13: 14-19). He 
then instructed him to strike the ground with the ar
rows. He did it three times. Elisha was angry that he 

· had struck only three times. J oash would strike Aram 
down only three times instead of making a full end 
of it. If Elisha's career stretched over sixty years, he 
would have been quite old at his death. 

Elisha was a wonder worker, and that power did 
not come to an end at his death and burial. A man 
was being buried when bands of Moabites invaded. 
When the man's corpse touched the bones of Elisha, 
he revived (2 Kings 13 :20-21). 
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Elisha is not mentioned again in the Old Testa
ment after 2 Kings 13:21. He receives less publicity 
by later writers than does his predecessor Elijah. He 
is passed over in silence by Ben Sira in Ben Sira's 
honor role of Old Testament greats written about 
180 B.C. Elisha is mentioned only once in the New 
Testament. jesus mentioned the scarcity of faith in 
Israel and that of the leprous persons then existing 
only Naaman was healed (Luke 4:27). The contrast 
is between Israel's faith and this foreigner's faith. 
The people were angered and attempted to throw 
Jesus off the hill. Neither Elijah nor Elisha is in
cluded in the survey of the faithful of Hebrews 11. 
Nor are they included in the survey of 1 Clement 
written about A.D. 90. 

As Samuel had been raised up to lead the Lord's 
people in the time of the threat of the Philistines, so 
Elijah and Elisha were raised up as champions of 
faith in the Lord against the worship of Baal spon
sored by Jezebel and Ahab. The problem continued 
during the reigns of their successors. Moses, Elijah 
and Elisha were each one man standing in the breach 
(cf. Ps. 106:23; Ezek. 22:30). 

Elisha knew how to rebuke when it was needed. 
Such were his words to Jehoram on the way to the 
battle against Moab (2 Kings 3:13-14). Jehoram 
could only respond with a description of their des
perate plight. Later, Elisha sharply rebuked Gehazi 
for his greed (2 Kings 5 :26-27). 

In the career of Elisha, we see the prophet in 
the role of king maker. Samuel, much earlier, had 
anointed Saul and then later David. 

One can see in Elisha an example of one aban
doning all to do the work of the Lord. He obviously 
came from a family of affluence which wealth he 
gave up. 

He did not abandon Elijah despite Elijah's re
peated suggestions that he stay behind as Elijah went 
to his ascension. He did not ask Elijah for material 
gain; he refused large gifts offered him by Naaman (2 
Kings 5:5, 15-16) even when Naaman was insistent. 

He showed neither fear nor favor before kings or 
kings to be. 
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''We'll Work 'Til Jesus Comes'' 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

W hen one is weary, burdened and discour
aged, try bursting forth in song, "We'll 
work 'til Jesus comes." If a person is 

confused about aspects in life and in the church, then 
be resigned and be determined to "do your best" and 
continue to work until Jesus comes in death or the 
judgment. 

It is a blessing not a bane to work. The working 
person is honored in America by having an official 
holiday the first Monday in September annually. It 
has been official since 1894, but the idea began in 
the state of New York in 1892. It is wholesome to 
honor those who serve and help in areas out of our 
expertise and interest. May we appreciate those who 
are mechanics, construction workers, farmers, tech
nology experts, garbage collectors, clerks, fire fight
ers, and hundreds of other servants. They can do 
what we cannot do. 

Work is of two kinds: (1) physical and mental, 
and (2) spiritual and religious. M ental work may be 
more burdensome than physical. Definitely, some 
prefer outside work rather than a desk job. All can
not be teachers or accountants but they do much 
work. 

Three reasons may be given for engaging in both 
kinds of labor as follows: 

Reasons for Working - by All People 

First, one should work to eat. As a consequence of 
being bereft of the Garden of Eden, mankind must 
by "the sweat of thy face" eat bread. "In the sweat of 
your face you shall eat bread till you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you 
are, and to dust you shall return" (Gen. 3:19). The 
psalmist said one will be happy if he eats " the labor 
of thine hands. " "When you eat the labor of your 
hands, you shall be happy, and it shall be well with 
you" (Ps. 128:2). 

Mankind works to have necessities and to enjoy 
some luxuries. The principle is that " if one does not 
work then one does not eat." This did not originate 
with Captain John Smith in our early American his
tory, but began with Paul when he wrote, "For even 

when we were with you, we commanded you this: If 
anyone will not work, neither shall he eat" (2 Thess. 
3:10). 

The lazy person will come to poverty. Solomon 
describes the sluggard in this dramatic way. 

Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her 
ways and be wise, which, having no captain, 
overseer or ruler, provides her supplies in the 
summer, and gathers her food in the harvest. 
How long will you slumber, 0 sluggard? 
When will you rise from your sleep? A little 
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to sleep - So shall your poverty come 
on you like a prowler, and your need like an 
armed man. (Prov. 6:6-11) 

Secondly, to be happy, work is essential. From 
the Garden of Eden until today work is beneficial. 
Adam and Eve were blessed to work in the Garden. 
"Then the LORD God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to tend and keep it" (Gen. 2:15). 
Hence, we conclude wo rk is not evil or a hardship. 
Jesus worked as a carpenter according to Mark 6:3. 
Paul is an example of a preacher who worked in the 
craft as a tentmaker. "So, because he was of the same 
trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occu
pation they were tentmakers" (Acts 18 :3 ). Paul 
charged brethren "to work with your own hands, as 
we commanded you" (1 Thess. 4: 11). 

Non-workers cause serious problems. It is a true 
saying, "Idleness is the devil's workshop." It may 
lead to being "tattlers and busybodies," as Paul sug
gests. '~nd besides they learn to be idle, wandering 
about from house to house, and not only idle but 
also gossips and busybodies, saying things which 
they ought not" (1 Tim. 5 :13 ). This fault is further 
described in 2 Thessalonians 3 :11-12. The "worthy 
woman" is said that she "eateth not the bread of idle
ness" (Prov. 3 1:27). 

Thirdly, one must work to help others. Work is 
to be done in order to give to those in need. "Let him 
who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, 
working with his hands what is good, that he may 
have something to give him w ho has need" (Eph. 
4:28). Giving clothes and food to the poor will 
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please the Lord who said, "He answered and said to 
them, 'He who has two tunics, let him give to him 
who has none; and he who has food, let him do like
wise' (Luke 3: 11). We should give to those who have 
need to spread the gospel as did the Philippian 
church. "Now you Philippians know also that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning 
giving and receiving but you only. For even in 
Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my ne
cessities" (Phil. 4:15-16). 

Some mothers work publicly to enable their chil
dren to be able to get a Christian education. God 
bless you! 

Negatively, one should not work merely to be 
"rich." Solomon said, "Labor not to be rich" (Prov. 
23:4 ). Being rich may cause one to be sleepless as the 
wise man wrote. "The sleep of a laboring man is 
sweet, whether he eats little or much; but the abun
dance of the rich will not permit him to sleep" (Eccl. 
5:12). 

Even though God commands work it is not to be 
for bread only and for the pleasure of material 
goods. Jesus taught, "Do not labor for the food 
which perishes, but for the food which endures to 
everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, 
because God the Father has set His seal on Him" 
Uohn 6:27). We admire the hard working person, 
but there must be energy expended to serve God and 
help the needy. 

Reasons for Spiritual Work 

One can be commended for hard work physically, 
but it can be for nought. Such hard workers, if they 
are converted to be a Christian, would become hard 
workers in the church. Saul is an example. Often we 
say, "Saul, the persecutor became Paul, the perse
cuted." His work was extraordinary. 

First, we must work because God calls us to work. 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard" (Matt. 20: 1). God calls busy people as 
David keeping sheep and Moses also a shepherd. If we 
want to get anything done, go to a busy person be
cause the others (idlers) do not have time. 

The work is significant and challenging and for 
we are honored to be "laborers together with God" 
(1 Cor. 3:9). 

An example for us is God's people rebuilding the 
walls of the temple. "So we built the wall, and the 
entire wall was joined together up to half its height, 
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for the people had a mind to work" (Neh. 4:6). We 
can enjoy quick success likewise by having a "mind 
to work." 

Secondly, by working we can save more souls. 
We should pray for more workers so there will be a 
great harvest. "Then He said to them, 'The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest'" (Luke 10:2). 

Thirdly, work for God will reward us. The prom
ise is assured many times. "But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (1 Cor. 15 :57). "Let us therefore be diligent 
to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the 
same example of disobedience" (Heb. 4:11); and 
"For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor 
of love which you have shown toward His name, in 
that you have ministered to the saints, and do minis
ter" (Heb. 6:10). Jesus invites us. "Come to Me, all 
you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest" (Matt. 11 :28). The Lord graciously says 
there is "rest." "Then I heard a voice from heaven 
saying to me, Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord from now on.' Yes, says the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors, and their works follow 
them" (Rev. 14: 13). 

Work Today 

May we consider working today as did Jesus. He 
said, "I must work the works of Him who sent Me 
while it is day; the night is coming when no one can 
work" U ohn 9:4). Begin today where you are. Do 
what you can for the time will come you cannot 
work because of age, infirmity, death or the judg-
ment. "We'll work 'til Jesus comes." 
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10th Annual 
Elders & Wives Retreat 
at Faulkner University! 

Faulkner University's lovely campus is the scene as Elders and 
wives from around the country gather to hear interesting and 
relevant presentations by outstanding speakers, have fun and 
fellowship, and share experiences with others who face similar 
challenges. 

Highlights 
~Lessons by 

• Charles Hodge 
• Jerrie Barber 
• Cecil May Jr. 
• Faulkner Staff 
• Gail Barber (special for the ladies) 

~Fun Doings 
• Fish Fry and Talent Show 
• Dinner Theatre production of My Fair Lady 

Schedule: 
~ Registration/check In 

• Monday 1 to 5 p.m. 
• First Session: Monday 5:30 p.m. 
• Daily Sessions: Tuesday - Thursday 

~Cost 

• $1 00 per person includes all meals, lodging (on campus), materials. 

~Lodging 

• Rooms (a limited number) on campus with private bath facilities 
• RV park 18 cement pads/utilities available, first request/first served 
• Space is limited. Register soonl 

~ Dress Is Casual for the entire event! 

Contact: Lanette Taylor • (334) 386-7108 • ltaylor@faulkner.edu 
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Potpourri ... 
A Snuffy Smith used to say, "Wont wonders 

never cease. " The irresponsible behavior of 
many people in the entertainment industry is 

mind boggling. 
A new computer game is designed to teach kids 

how to use illegal narcotics - what to do and what 
not to do in using unlawful drugs. The name of the 
game is "Narc." 

In Narc, which is rated M, or Mature, for ages 
17 and older, players control one of two narcotics 
officers, partners who were once separated after one 
became addicted to drugs. 

The game-play primarily involves arresting deal
ers, whose drugs can be confiscated and used. 

A digital puff of marijuana, for example, tempo
rarily slows the action of the game like a sports re
play. Taking an Ecstasy tablet creates a mellow atmo
sphere that can pacify aggressive foes. The use of 
crack momentarily makes the player a marksman: a 
"crack" shot. 

But using each drug also leads to addiction, 
which can lead to blackouts that cost the player in
ventory and to demotions or even expulsion from 
the police force, which halts progress in the game. In 
measured doses, the substances can make a tough 
challenge easier, but the makers of the game say it is 
possible to play without using the drugs at all (New 
York Times). 

Net-Porn Bill 
@Utah's governor signed a bill on Monday that 

would require Internet providers to block Web sites 
deemed pornographic and could also target e-mail 
providers and search engines. 

The controversial legislation will create an offi
cial list of Web sites with publicly available material 
deemed "harmful to minors." Internet providers in 
Utah must provide their customers with a way to dis
able access to sites on the list or face felony charges. 

Technology firms had urged Republican Gov. Jon 
Huntsman not to sign the bill, saying it was constitu
tionally suspect and worded so vaguely its full im
pact is still unclear. 

The measure, SB 260, says: "Upon request by a 
consumer, a service provider may not transmit mate-
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rial from a content provider site listed on the adult 
content registry." A service provider is defined as any 
person or company who "provides an Internet access 
service to a consumer," which could include every
thing from cable companies to universities, coffee 
shops, and homes with open 802.11 wireless connec
tions. 

"I am having a hard time seeing how this law will 
survive a constitutional challenge, given the track 
record of state anti-Internet porn laws - which are 
routinely struck down as violating the First Amend
ment and the dormant Commerce Clause," Eric 
Goldman, a professor at the Marquette University 
Law School in Milwaukee, Wis., wrote in a critique 
of the law. 

Spokesman Tammy Kikuchi said Monday that 
Gov. Huntsman "doesn't have a concern about the 
constitutional challenge." 

TEENS! Prepare to 

Make Your Stand 
A 13-week study defending God's word 

by Drew Kizer 

Designed to inspire teen Christians to stand 
for the Truth. 

Review and discussion questions 
reinforce such lessons as: 

• Stand for Your Faith 

• Stand for Yourself 

• Stand for Modesty 

• Stand Against Satan 

• Stand Against Addiction 

• Stand Against Peer Pressure 

paperback • 127 pgs. • 09725894 14 

Available at your local bookstore or through 
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Supporters of the Utah bill, such as advocacy 
group Citizens Against Pornography, had pressed for 
the measure as a way to give parents more control of 
their home Internet connections. 

Also targeted are content providers, defined as 
any company that "creates, collects, acquires or or
ganizes electronic data" for profit. Any content pro
vider that the Utah attorney general claims hosts ma
terial that's harmful to minors must rate it or face 
third-degree felony charges. 

Lobbying group NetCoalition, whose members 
include Coogle, Yahoo and News.com publisher 
CNET Networks, had written a letter to the Utah 
Senate saying the legislation could affect search en
gines, e-mail providers and Web hosting companies. 
''A search engine that links to a Web site in Utah 
might be required ... to 'properly rate' the Web site," 
the letter warned. 

A federal judge struck down a similar law in 
Pennsylvania last year. 

God Is Too Boring 

WAccording to a British publication, God is be
ing edited out of religious education lessons in 
schools for fear that his presence might bore chil
dren. 

A study at Exeter University found that biblical 
accounts of the Good Samaritan, David and Goliath 
and Joseph were taught as ethical stories, with no 
reference to God, in increasingly secular classes on 
religion. 

Teachers said that they were reluctant to intro
duce theology because they did not believe in God or 
feared that constant references to him would put off 
children or be seen as indoctrination. 

The study, which was commissioned by the Bible 
Society, incorporates three separate pieces of re
search into pupils' and teachers' attitudes to RE les
sons. 

More than 1,000 children in nine secondary 
schools in th.~ South-West, the M idlands and the 
North-East of England were asked to name and de
scribe a Bible story and to state its meaning. 

Only one in five children gave what researchers 
classed as a theological response that mentioned 
God. The vast majority gave secular, ethical answers. 

One 14-year-old who chose the "feeding of the 
5,000" said its message was "don't take things for 
granted and share things." 

Another said that the story of David and Goliath 
meant that "even when the odds are stacked against 

you, you can still come out on top," while a 15-year
old girl said that the Nativity signified "that the birth 
of a newborn baby is the best gift of all." Despite 
such apparent lack of religious understanding, the 
number of teenagers who took a GCSE in RE last 
year rose seven per cent to 141,037, making it one of 
the fastest growing subjects. 

Prof. Terence Copley, who led the study, said that 
observations of RE lessons showed that stories such 
as Joseph were told without any of the 50 references 
to God that appear in the Hebrew Bible narrative. 

"During the presentation of biblical text, God in 
the narratives is often consciously or unconsciously 
edited out by the teacher," he said. "This might be 
occurring because teachers interpret the goal of 
learning from religion to mean learning secular mor
als from religion. Teachers often ignored the God
centered dimension of the Bible in which God as the 
hero acts as the driving force behind events." 

Prof. Copley suggested that presentation of the 
Bible in RE lessons was symptomatic of ambivalence 
towards religion in Britain. "Our young people are 
the products of a culture that has been secularized," 
he said. "The leading position of the Church, 
church-going and automatic subscription to the 
Christian moral code, have gone." 

Despite this, however, most pupils questioned 
said that the Bible was still important. Three quarters 
of children disagreed with the statement " the Bible is 
no longer relevant because people no longer believe 
in God." Only 15 per cent said it as "a waste of 
time." 

The more positive attitudes to the Bible expressed 
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by pupils contradicted the expectations of teachers 
who told researchers that when asked, children would 
say the Bible was "boring, old-fashioned, and 
uncool." 

Canon John Hall, the Church of England's chief 
education officer, said that teachers were wrong to 
assume that children might be bored or put off by re
ligion. 

"There is in much of the education system a 
strong presumption of secularism which is not ar
ticulated but is just there. In some ways, it is 30 years 
out of date. In fact, children have a real interest in 
spirituality. Children need to know the place of 
Chri~tianity in our cultural heritage. They need to be 
confronted with the reality of Christ so that they can 
respond, or indeed not respond, to it." 

David Holloway, the vicar ofJesmond and a mem
ber of the evangelical group Reform, said schools 
were legally required to teach Christian values, but 
that· "political correctness and multiculturalism" had 
influenced the content of lessons. 

"What parents want is that RE is mainly Chris
tian and that children also learn about other faiths," 
he said. "We need to realize that other faiths still 
only make up a tiny proponion of the population. 

"There are teachers who take a liberal view, but 
omitting God does not help any religion." 

Terry Sanderson, the vice-president of the Na
tional Secular Society, said, however, that pupils 
should not be forced to read the Bible at school. 
"The fact is that children have rejected the Bible," he 
said. 

A spokesman for the Professional Council for 
Religious Education said: "It is a very interesting 
piece of research and provides a valuable tool for 
people to consider when addressing Biblical mate
rial. I am very happy with the way RE is taught in the 
majority of cases." 

Although RE is compulsory in schools, it is not a 
national curriculum subject and local authorities are 
left to determine what is taught, resulting in a huge 
variation in style and content. To address concerns 

. about this, a new national guidance on RE was pub
lished last year. It says that children should learn 
about the six principal religions represented in Brit
ain- Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Ju
daism and Sikhism. The guidance was welcomed by 
the main faith groups, although some Christian 
groups complained that it put too much emphasis on 
other faiths (By Julie Henry, Education Correspon
dent, 2/03/2005). 
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Inelegant 
OSome guys in Grand Rapids figured out a hot 

new way to package practical spiritual messages as 
DVD movies that give you an inspirational jump
start in 12 minutes or less. Most people have never 
heard of them or the odd name they've chosen for 
this line of films: NOOMA. But they seem to be on 
the verge of taking the religious publishing world by 
storm. 

faC~ aS in 11Bad fasfe" 
0 Rob Bell plays the part of a different kind of 

preacher in a new religious movie. He first appears 
sitting on a wooden bench on a city street in a 
T-shirt and sandals. At 34, he looks like that cool 
guy in Verizon ads with glasses and spiky hair. In 
real life, he's preacher of Mars Hill Bible Church in 
Grandville, near Grand Rapids, a hot new church for 
twenty-somethings. He talks straight and fast about a 
loving kind of God who accepts everyone "just the 
way they are." Is this character some sort of "emer
gent" theophany? No, Bell says, the whole point of 
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Christianity is to experience God's love, to love one 
another and never to scare or threaten people. 
[Guess Rob Bell somehow missed the many references 
to the wrath of God and his visitations to punish the 
wicked, and the warnings that stretch from Matthew 
to Revelation.] 

Hopper 

O"There may be a new endangered species to 
add to the national register - the Easter Bunny. Sev
eral south Florida shopping malls have renamed the 
large, white rabbit that's handing out plastic eggs to 
kids with names that don't refer to a religious holi
day, like 'Peter Rabbit' and 'Garden Bunny.'" [Any
way, the Bible says nothing about Easter or an Easter 
Bunny, or a religious holiday called Easter Sunday, or 
Easter Eggs, or Lent, or Whitsuntide, or Palm Sunday, 
or Maundy Thursday, or Good Friday.] 

lire and Brimstone 
O"A turtle that was the only survivor of a pet 

shop fire may have emerged with a hellish memento. 
Owner Bryan Dora now says he sees an image of 
Satan's face on the critter's shell. He can spot lips, 
eyes, a goatee, shoulders and a pair of pointy horns 
on Lucky's back." [A number of people wrote to the 
Internet site that reported the turtle with Satan on his 
back. Some wondered how anybody knows what the 
devil looks like. Good question - he may look like a 
dragon - the Bible says nothing about a goatee, or a 
pair of pointy horns.] 

Violence Begets Violence 
OThe world's highest Sunni Muslim authority 

has demanded an official apology from the pope for 
the medieval Christian crusades. 

Sheikh Fawzi Zafzaf, president of the Interfaith 
Dialogue Committee of Al-Azhar University in 
Cairo, said his panel sent the request to the Vatican 
in February, the Morocco Times reported. 

The demand arose from Pope John Paul Il's 
apologies to the Jewish people and his visits to Syria 
and Egypt a few years ago, Zafzaf said. 

Al-Azhar is pnly asking for a similar treatment, 
he stated. 

The Morocco paper said the Vatican's ambassa
dor to Egypt has declined to comment, saying Al
Azhar's request is being considered by the Holy See. 

While many Christians have expressed remorse 
for the crusades, some scholars insist the common 
characterization of zealous imperialists attacking 
peaceful Muslims is wrong. 

Thomas F. Madden, author of ''A Concise His
tory of the Crusades," contends the Crusades "were 
in every way a defensive war." 

"They were the West's belated response to the 
Muslim conquest of fully two-thirds of the Christian 
world," he wrote in a National Review column. 
"While the Arabs were busy in the seventh through 
the tenth centuries winning an opulent and sophisti
cated empire, Europe was defending itself against 
outside invaders and then digging out from the mess 
they left behind. Only in the eleventh century were 
Europeans able to take much notice of the East. " 

Madden said the event that led to the crusades 
was the Turkish conquest of most of Christian Asia 
Minor, modern Turkey. 

"The Christian emperor in Constantinople, faced 
with the loss of half of his empire, appealed for help 
to the rude but energetic Europeans. He got it. More 
than he wanted, in fact," wrote Madden, associate 
professor and chair of the Department of History at 
Saint Louis University. 

Over the past several years, pronouncements 
from Al-Azhar have sparked controversy. 

In 2003, Al-Azhar's grand sheikh, Muhammad 
Sayyid Tantawi, stated suicide bombers are consid
ered "martyrs" under Islamic law. 

In December 2002, the Islamic Ruling Commit
tee in Al-Azhar declared the acquisition of nuclear 
weapons to be a religious obligation for Islamic 
states. 

A member of panel, Sheikh Ala A-Shanawi, said, 
"The Islamic nation has to recognize the enemy, and 
to prepare itself accordingly." 

Answering a question he received, A-Shanawi 
wrote, "Allah's messenger [Muhammad] would have 
prepared himself with all the resources possible in 
order to deal with the enemy. Therefore, if the Is-

The Bible and Strong Drink 
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Introduction by James Meadows 

Proves the Bible teaches that strong drink is an evil. 
Social drinking, nor any other form, cannot be justi· 
fied by the scriptures. This book challenges the most 
dreadful drug problem in America. It should be placed 
in the hands of everyone, studied in every classroom, 
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paperback, 

$3.95 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 

May 2005 31 
Firm Foundation 



Iamie nation is not equipped with the desired weap
onry needed, it will be forced to suffer the conse
quences, and will be blamed for negligence." 

The sheikh continued, '~I Islamic nations are re
quired to seize nuclear weaponry, giving the nation 
the utmost respect. We see how far behind our na
tion is as a result of not being prepared as well as it 
should be, while the enemy has equipped itself with 
the best weaponry there is, which it will use to harm 
and destroy Muslims" (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Uncertain Science of Growing Heart Cells 

Oln April 2001, researchers from the New York 
Medical College and the National Institutes of 
Health announced electrifying news for heart sur
geons and their patients: stem cells from bone mar
row, injected into the damaged hearts of mice, had 
morphed into the special cardiac muscle cells that 
the body cannot replace after a heart attack. 

The researchers held out the hope that the proce
dure could be applied to people, too. The findings 
underlined a basic premise of stem cell therapy, that it 
will work before the cells and their elaborate control 
systems are fully understood - just put stem cells in 
the right place in the body, and they will do the rest. 

But four years later, the treatment has yet to 
demonstrate whether it will fulfill its promise. And it 
has touched off a sharp difference of views among 
clinical doctors as to whether the therapy is ready to 
be taken to people. 

Ten human trials of the marrow-to-heart ap
proach have been completed in clinics around the 
world, all but one with positive results. But the overall 
degree of improvement in the patients' heart function 
has been modest. At the same time, the original re
search that provided the rationale for many of the tri
als has come under severe criticism from scientists 
who have tried without success to reproduce it. 

The approach, if it works, would be a leading ex
ample of regenerative medicine, the idea that the 
best way to repair the body is not with strong drugs 
or the surgeon's scalpel but with the body's own sys-

. tern of cells and signaling molecules. Regenerative 
medicine should work, in principle, on the host of 
diseases that result as aging organs and tissues fail to 
maintain the vigor of youth. 

The difficulties of the marrow-to-heart therapy 
do not dash the hopes for regenerative medicine or 
imply failure for the stem cell research financing set 
up by states like California and New Jersey. But they 
do suggest that successful stem cell treatments, 
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whether with adult cells or ones derived from em
bryos, may require many years to come to fruition. 

[We note that the research was done without em
bryonic stem cells, but with stem cells from the pa
tients own marrow. Psalm 139:14 says, "I will give 
thanks unto thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made: Wonderful are thy works; and that my soul 
knoweth right well.''] 

Thanks 
&1 We are indebted to Ron Chandler for sending 

to us the following piece: 
ITHACA, N.Y. -The so-called "gay adolescent" 

soon will disappear, predicts a Cornell University ex
pert on teenage sexuality in a new book. These ado
lescents will still have the same desires, fantasies and 
attractions, he writes, but they no longer will need or 
want to identify themselves as gay. 

"The new gay teenager is in many respects the 
non-gay teenager," says Ritch Savin-Williams, profes
sor and chair of human development in Cornell's 
College of Human Ecology in his new book, The New 
Gay Teenager (Harvard University Press, 2005). 
Savin-Williams is an expert on issues concerning gay, 
lesbian and bisexual youths and is a licensed clinical 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

"Soundness - Balance - Integrity" 

Tuition Free • Housing Available 
Two-year Program • College Level 

Personal Attention • Limited Financial Aid 
Excellent Library • Preaching Opportunities 

Experienced Faculty • VA Benefits 
Classes for Wives 

Under oversight of Kams Elders since 1971 

.James L. Meadows, Director 
6608 Beaver Ridge Road 

Knoxville, TN 37931 
(865) 691-7444 • Fax (865) 691-9692 



psychologist who works with gay youths and their 
families. 

Savin-Williams argues that the majority of young 
people who engage in gay sex consider themselves 
heterosexual and that the majority of youths with 
same-sex attractions do not call themselves gay. 

Such labels as "gay" no longer work when de
scribing young people's sexuality, he says, because 
some teens have same-sex crushes but don't act on 
them or call them "gay love affairs." Some believe 
they are gay for a while and then not gay for a while. 
Still others might consider themselves gay only in 
certain situations. 

"Most same-sex-attracted young people engage 
in sexual activities with both sexes. Some are homo
erotic in some sexual domains and not in others. 
Similarly, one can be little or greatly same-sex at
tracted, in varying degrees and in varying ways," says 
Savin-Williams. In fact, he says, between 15 and 20 
percent of adolescents have some degree of same-sex 
orientation, yet only 3 to 4 percent embrace a gay or 
bisexual identity or report same-sex activities. Most 
young people don't link their sexuality to their iden
tity." 

(By the way, when you read this educator's re
marks and see the word "gay" please think "homo
sexual." We use the word "gay" in the report, but 
only because the original writer used it. Homosexu
als are decidedly not gay, but most are manifestly 
miserable.) 

Apologize 
flA high-ranking Church of England official has 

called for Prince Charles to apologize to the ex-hus
band of his fiancee, Camilla Parker-Bowles, a news
paper reported Sunday. 

Bishop David Stancliffe said church rules dictate 
that Prince Charles must atone for committing adul
tery and he should apologize to Andrew Parker 
Bowles for breaking up his marriage, The Sunday 
Times newspaper said (NewsMax). 

flo llof lead Bible 
0 DENVER, March 28 - In a sharply divided rul

ing, Colorado's highest court on Monday upheld a 
lower court's decision throwing out the sentence of a 
man who was given the death penalty after jurors 
consulted the Bible in reaching a verdict. The Bible, 
the court said, constituted an improper outside influ
ence and a reliance on what the court called a 
"higher authority" (Published: Mar. 29, 2005 -
New York Times). 

Sexual Orientation 
OCertain basic human rights and civil liberties 

are due all persons. We are committed to supporting 
those rights and liberties for homosexual persons. 

We see a clear issue of simple justice in protect
ing their rightful claims where they have shared ma
terial resources, pensions, guardian relationships, 
mutual powers of attorney, and other such lawful 
claims typically attendant to contractual relation
ships that involve shared contributions, responsibili
ties, and liabilities, and equal protection before the 
law. 

Moreover, we support efforts to stop violence 
and other forms of coercion against gays and lesbi
ans. We also commit ourselves to social witness 
against the coercion and marginalization of former 
homosexuals. 

From The Book of Discipline of the United 
Methodist Church - 2004. Copyright 2004 by The 
United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permis
sion. 

But on Another Page Homosexual Practice Sinful 
0 [T]he United Methodist Church does not ~on

done the practice of homosexuality and considers 
this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. 
We affirm that God's grace is available to all, and we 
will seek to live together in Christian community 
(Methodist's Book of Discipline - 2004 ). 

fairest lord Jesus 
0 "For he grew up before him as a tender plant, 

and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we see him, there is no 
beauty that we should desire him. He was despised , 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac
quainted with grief: and as one from whom men 
hide their face he was despised ; and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried 
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our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed" (Isa. 53:2-5). 

"For hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was re
viled, reviled not again; when he suffered threatened 
not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righ
teously: who his own self bore our sins in his body 
upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, might 
live unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were 
healed. For ye were going astray like sheep; but are 
now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls" (1 Pet. 2:21-25). 

See how the patient jesus stands, 
Insulted in His lowest case! 
Sinners have bound the Almighty's hands, 
And spit in their Creator's face. 
With thorns His temples gor'd and gash'd 
Send streams of blood from every part; 
His back's with knotted scourges lash'd. 
But sharper scourges tear His heart. 

"For as touching those who were once enlightened 
and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par
takers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the age to come, and then 
fell away, it is impossible to renew them again unto 
repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son 
of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Heb. 
6:4-6). 

Homo folerance lvent 
VFew places on earth provide more inter-reli

gious conflict than Jerusalem, but major leaders of 
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam there have found 
one thing to agree on, a common adversary. Interna
tional gay leaders are planning a 1 0-day World Pride 
festival and parade in Jerusalem this August, hoping 
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to make a statement about tolerance and diversity in 
a city that is home to three global religious tradi
tions, the New York Times reports. In response, 
Israel's chief Sephardic and Ashkenazi rabbis, the pa
triarchs of the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox 
and Armenian churches, and three senior Muslim 
prayer leaders are making a rare show of unity, say
ing the festival is something they just won't tolerate. 

"They are creating a deep and terrible sorrow 
that is unbearable," Rabbi Shlomo Amar told a news 
conference. Abdel Aziz Bukhari, a Sufi sheik, added: 
"We can't permit anybody to come and make the 
Holy City dirty. This is very ugly and very nasty to 
have these people come to Jerusalem." The leaders' 
joint opposition was initially generated by the Rev. 
Leo Giovinetti, an evangelical pastor from San Diego 
whom the Times calls a veteran of the American cul
ture war over homosexuality and a frequent visitor 
to Israel. Organizers of the gay pride event said that 
7 5 non-Orthodox rabbis had signed a statement of 
support, and that Christian and Muslim leaders as 
well as Israeli politicians were expected to announce 
their support soon (New York Times, Mar. 31, 2005). 

Censorship? 
0 Big-screen I max theaters typically offer lavish 

visual spectacles with bland and uplifting scripts. 
Their films are seldom the stuff of controversy. So it 
was a bit of a shock to learn, from an article by 
Cornelia Dean in the Times on March 19, that a 
dozen or so Imax theaters, mostly in the South, have 
been shying away from science documentaries that 
might offend Christian fundamentalists. Worse yet, 
some of those theaters are located in science centers 
or museums, the supposed expositors of scientific 
truth for public education. 

Some of the documentaries whose distribution 
has been affected by religious controversy include 
"Cosmic Voyage," a journey through the far-flung 
universe, and "Galapagos," about the islands where 
Charles Darwin made observations that played a cru
cial role in his theory of evolution. "Volcanoes of the 
Deep Sea," depicting the bizarre creatures that flour
ish near hot, sulfurous vents in the ocean floor, is the 
current focus of controversy. It was vetted for accu
racy by a panel of scientists and was sponsored in 
part by the National Science Foundation, a govern
ment funding agency, and Rutgers University. It 
raised hackles by suggesting that life on Earth may 
have originated at these undersea vents (New York 
Times, Mar. 28, 2005). Fp 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Q

uestion: Will people who drink a lot of liquor 
get to go to heaven? (M.T.) 

Answer: Drunkards are listed among the unrigh
..ti. teous who will not inherit the kingdom of God 
(1 Cor. 6:9-10). Drunkenness is listed among the 
works of the flesh, and it is plainly stated. "Those 
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God" (Gal. 5 :19-21). Obviously then, these who per
sist in such conduct, without repentance and forgive
ness, are among those who will be lost. 

Another important question might be, "Is it all 
right to drink a little liquor?" Modern methods of 
distillation and fermentation produce a higher alco
holic content and therefore a greater intoxicating ef
fect in most of today's drinkers than in most drinks 
available in Bible times. And of course, even in those 
times, intoxicating drinks were condemned (Prov. 
20:1; 23:30-31). A bottle of beer, a glass of wine, or 
a one-ounce shot of whiskey all contain approxi
mately the same amount of alcohol. 

They are drunk usually for their intoxicating ef
fect. Even one drink loosens the inhibitions, slows the 
reflexes, makes one to some degree intoxicated or 
drunk. 

No one who abstains totally from beverage alco
hol ever became an alcoholic. 

No one who abstains totally from beverage alco
hol influences their children or weaker Christians to 
drink beverage alcohol by their example. 

It is best avoided, whether a little or a lot. 

Bad language 

Question: What about cussing? (M.T.) 

Answer: "Cussing" is a colloquial form of theword 
..t1. "cursing." God legitimately "curses," that is, 
pronounces a sentence of coming evil. (See Deut. 
27:15-26, for example.) God alone has the power to 
pronounce such a curse, for he alone is able is able to 
bring it to pass. Even Balaam, who wanted to curse 

Israel for the King of Moab's promised reward, had 
to recognize this fact (Num 23:8). 

When we tell a person to go to the place of perdi
tion, or express a wish for some person's damnation, 
we are cursing, in the original sense of the term, al
though of course without the power or right to do so. 
Such cursing is forbidden to Christians. Speaking of 
the tongue, the Bible says, "With it we bless our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse people who are made 
in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought 
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meaning to the biblical and historical evidence. 
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brings into sharp focus the meaning of rec iprocity in 
Ephesians 5: 19 and Colossians 3: 16. He discusses the 
significance of "each one has a psalm" in I Corinthians 
14:26 and also gives attention to the usc of "vocal bands." 
089 137 1443, pb 70 pgs ...................................................... $6.95 

$2.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

May 2005 35 
Firm Foundation 



not to be so" Uames 3:9-1 0). Even if others curse us, 
we are to return blessing for cursing (Luke 6:28; Rom. 
12:14). 

Often the terms cursing or cussing are used today 
for what is more properly called profanity. "To pro
fane" is to treat lightly or without respect that which 
is holy and sacred. Thus Esau was a profane person 
because he treated his birthright, which had spiritual 
and holy promises connected with it, with contempt, 
selling it for a bowl of soup (Heb. 12:16). 

So, when a person uses names or titles of God, or 
even words connected with eternal destiny, in a light 
and frivolous manner, he is using profanity. 

Interestingly, a person guilty of profanity will of
ten try to justify himself by saying, "I didn't mean 
anything by it. " But that is exactly what makes it pro
fanity. One should not call the names of God and 
Christ except in contexts where he means something 
by them, where he means to speak truthfully and rev
erently of them. To rake God's name in vain (Exod. 
20:7) means, among other things, to use it in a mean
ingless and thoughtless way. 

"Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, 
but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear." 
"Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor 
and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice" (Eph. 4:29, 31). That includes cursing, 
cussing and profanity. 

"Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth ." "Let all...evil speaking be put away 
from you, with all malice." (Eph. 4:28, 31.) That in
cludes cussing and profanity. 5345 Atlanta Highway 
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-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile cast of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church o•f •Ch;ist, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Georgia-

-Missouri-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-
OkJahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- South Carolina -
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, t t a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (93 1) 526-2535·. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 11 t. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
P·~:· Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
mm1ster. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
1~ a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
R1go Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoaksch~r~~:~rg, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster- Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1h mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
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Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
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our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
he following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Palacios Church of Christ is looking for a preacher. 
Conract Charles Hutto, (361) 972-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, black/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
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challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
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degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
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Full-color maps 
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Should We Sing 
While Partaking of the lord's Supper? 

By Robert S. Chambers 

These days, there seems to be a growing trend 
for Christians to buck "old paths" and pur
sue worship practices deemed to be more 

emotionally satisfying to members and viSitors . 
Opinions on the subject vary all the way from "We 
cannot change anything ever" to "We must change 
everything now." One example is the desire for the 
congregational assembly to sing while partaking of 
the emblems during the Lord's Supper. Does this 
"cross the line" of acceptabili ty? Elders must resolve 
the issue as they would any spiritual concern by ap
pealing to God's revealed truth. Many say that since 
the Bible does not explicitly forbid it, we are free to 
do as we wish. Is that true? 

The Christian worship assembly is governed by 
principles taught under the New Covenant. Jesus 
himself established the basis for our offerings to God 
by noting that "God is Spirit and those who worship 
Him must worship in Spirit and truth" Uohn 4:24). 
We understand this to mean that worship must be of
fered with the right heart, motive, and intent, and it 
must be based on love (1 Cor. 13:1-3) according to 
his word as truth Uohn 17:17). If we truly love God, 
we will keep his commands Uohn 14:15) and recog
nize that since God is the recipient of our worship, 
he alone has the right to specify what is acceptable in 
his. sight. This principle has been t rue from the be-

ginning of creation. By faith (Heb. 11 :4), Abel 
brought to God an acceptable offering of the first
lings of his flock (Gen. 4:4) and was called righteous 
(1 John 3: 12) . In contrast, Cain offered from the 
fruit of the ground (Gen. 4:3) for which God had no 
regard (Gen. 4:5), and in so doing Cain's actions 
were called evil (1 John 3:12). The difference be
tween these two offerings is the fact that one was 
chosen according to the will of God, and the other 
was chosen according to the desire of man. Since 
whatever does not come from faith is sin (Rom. 
14:23), and faith comes from hearing the word of 
Christ (Rom. 10: 17), we concluqe that our worship 
must be offered in faith according to what God has 
authorized. Nadab and Abihu failed to recognize this 
important fact in offering strange fire before the 
Lord which God had not commanded, and it cost 
them their lives (Lev. 10:2). Why? By not offering 
what God had specified, choosing instead to impose 
their own desires, these men dishonored God and 
did not treat him as holy (Lev. 10:3). Two principles 
emerge from these examples. First, we always must 
submit to God, conceding that his thoughts and ways 
are not the same as ours (lsa. 55 :8). Second, what
ever we do in word or deed should be by the author
ity of God (Col. 3 : 17). 

Having established the proper considerations for 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Grace -Inclusive or Exclusive? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

X ngtime friend called to ask what books, 
written by our brethren, deal w ith the 
subject of grace; a lso, about articles in 

the Firm Foundation dealing with grace. 
To answer the question it is necessary to de

fine what the Bible means by grace. 
Definitions are important and no progress 

can be made in any Bible discussion without un
derstanding the scriptura l meaning of the 
wo rd(s) being studied (that is axiomatic and 
needs no more than a simple pronouncement). 

Christians should be interested in how the Bible defines terms, 
which is best understood by how its writers use and apply the 
word(s). 

The word charis is t ranslated "grace" in the English New Tes
tament, and occurs 15 6 times in the Greek New Testament. It is 
translated "grace" 131 times, in the King James Version of the 
Bible; it is also translated "benefit, favor, gracious, thank, thank
fulness, thankworthy, pleasure, liberality, acceptable, and joy." 

The O ld Testament equivalent is checed, translated "loving
kindness; steadfast love; mercy; grace; faithfulness; goodness; de
votion." The Septuagint (Hebrew to Greek translation) often ren
ders checed as charis. 

"Grace" is used in the New Testament in the sense of "gra
ciousness" (Luke 4:22). 

The teaching of Jesus is characterized by New Testament writ
ers as being "fu ll of grace" Qohn 1 :14, 18) . 

The word grace is used of Jesus 5 times (Luke 2:40; 4 :22; John 
1:14, 16-17), but it (charis) is used only on two occasions in the 
written record of the teach ing of Jesus (Luke 6:32-34; Luke 17:9). 
The word was used of him but not by him. 

Jesus almost never used the word charis, though he was fu ll of 
charis. His words are full of grace, including his severe rebukes 
Qohn 8:34-59; Matt. 23) . "You generation of vipers" is fu ll of 
grace. "You are of your father the devil" is gracious. 

To preach grace, you do not have to use the word grace, as the 
teaching of Jesus proves. It is amazing that Jesus was "fu ll of grace 
and truth" but a lmost never in all his recorded teaching used the 
word grace. H e preached grace, but the word itself was rarely on 
his lips. 

Jesus spoke not his own words but the words of the one who 
sent him Qohn 3:34; 14:10, 24; 17:8). Notice that the "words" of 



Jesus were given to him by the Father and were confirmed by the 
"works" (miracles or signs) of the Father Oohn 14:10), both the 
"words" and the "works" are grace. 

jesus gave words of teaching to his apostles Uohn 17:8). The 
Holy Spirit was sent by Jesus to the apostles to guide them into 
"all truth" Oohn 16:13-15), and their message, too, was con
firmed by "signs, wonders, manifold powers, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit" (Heb. 2:2-4) ... words of grace ... works of grace. 

The words of Jesus, which were given to him by Jehovah, and 
which the Holy Spirit gave to the apostles are full of grace. To 
teach what jesus and the apostles taught is to teach grace. 

Paul told Titus that the "grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men" and that grace instructs about what to do and 
what not to do (Titus 2:11-12). The gracious words of jesus bring 
grace, and give rules by which to live. Grace is instructive, and all 
instruction in righteousness manifests grace. 

Paul calls the gospel, whether written or spoken, the power of 
God to save (Rom. 1: 16). We are told that to be saved we must be
lieve (Mark 16:16); repent (Acts 2:38); be baptized to wash away 
sins (Acts 22:16). To stay saved we must be "faithful unto death" 
(Rev. 2:10). We are to confess our sins, walk in the light of God's 
word, and the blood of jesus is cleansing us from all unrighteous
ness (1 John 1:7). 

James says the word saves Oames 1:21). Paul said, "And now I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them 
that are sanctified (Acts 20:32). Please note the expression "the 
word of His grace." The Bible gives us "the wonderful words of 
life" and therefore the grace (gift) of salvation. We obey the word, 
which is by definition "saving faith," and receive the gift (grace) of 
salvation. 

Revealed scripture is the word of God, and includes all the 
"thou shalts" and the "thou shalt nots" of God's covenant (con
tract) with the saved. Being taught, reproved, corrected, and in
structed in righteousness by God-breathed scriptures we come to 
perfection (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). This is "the grace wherein we stand." 

To answer the question, specifically, every word spoken or 
written that exalts the gospel, which is the word of God's grace, 
and instructs in righteousness, telling what to do and what not to 
do, giving rules to keep and commands to obey is grace. 

Multiplied thousands of books have been written by members 
of the church speaking of the importance of divine revelation, and 
encouraging people to obey the commands of God to be saved ... 
and every one of them is a volume on grace. 

So, pick up any book written by a member of the church and 
you will find it brimming with grace. 

Virtually every issue of the Firm Foundation (and most other 
gospel papers) are loaded with instruction in righteousness and 
therefore are overflowing with teaching about grace. 

The Bible is full of grace and every gospel sermon and article is 
packed with it. 

In This Issue 

Robert S. Chambers 
Should We Sing 
While Partaking 
of the Lord's Supper?..................... J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
Groce- Inclusive or Exclusive? •••••• 2 

A. B. Gregoreo 
We Honor God 
by Honoring His Word ................... 8 

Terry R. Townsend 
Annihilating Animosity .................. 9 

H. A. '(Buster) Dobbs 
Jain ism ......................................... J 0 

jack P. Lewis 
Studies 
in Pre-Literary Prophets ••••••••••••••• J 2 

Benedictus ...................................... 17 

Owen D. Olbricht 
What Is the Gospel? ···········~········ 20 

E. Claude Gardner 
WWJD-
What Would Jesus Do? •••••••••••••••• 21 

G. C. Brewer (deceased) 
The Gospel Paul Preached ••••••••••• 22 

Potpourri ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 28 

Cecil May Jr. 
Q&A ............................................. 34 

June 2005 3 
Firm foundation 



Grace is intertwined in all teaching that honors 
God by honoring his word. 

A short definition of "grace" is "gift." Grace in
cludes blessings- both material benefits and spiritual 
rewards. New Testament writers desire for their read
ers the favor ("grace") of God or of Christ, to which 
all blessings are due (Rom. 1:7; 16:20, 24; 1 Cor. 1:3; 
16:23; 2 Cor. 1:2; 13:13 -14; Gal. 1:3; 6:18; Eph. 
1:2; 6:24; Phil. 1:2; 4:23; Col. 1:2; 4:18; 1 Thess. 
1:1; 5:28; 2 Thess. 1:2; 3:18; 1 Tim. 1:2; 6:21 (22); 
2 Tim. 1:2; 4:22: Titus 1:4; 3:15; Phil. 3,25; Heb. 
13:25; 1Pet.1:2;2Pet.1:2;3:18);2John3;Rev.1:4; 
22:21). 

Grace is every gift bestowed by the Creator on the 
creature. Food, drink, clothing, shelter, skill (talents), 
and medicine, and, in the spiritual realm, prayer, fel
lowship, teaching, worship, hope, love, joy, peace -
and on and on until we reach the "city that hath foun
dations whose builder and maker is God." 

Most importantly, "[B]y grace have you been 
saved, through faith. . . . Being therefore justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ; through whom also we have had our access by 
faith into this grace wherein we stand; and we rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God" (Rom. 5: 1-2). 

The faith that justifies is obedient faith Uames 
2: 14-26) and brings to us the rich gifts of the Al
mighty, and it is in these gifts that we stand. All else 
is demonic and dead faith. 

Note Paul's admonition: 
Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
strength of his might. Put on the whole ar
mor of God that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For our wres
tling is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the pow
ers, against the world-rulers of this dark
ness, against the spiritual hosts of wicked
ness in the heavenly places. Wherefore take 
up the whole armor of God that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and, hav
ing done all, to stand. Stand therefore, hav
ing girded your loins with truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness, and 
having shod your feet with the preparation 
of the gospel of peace; withal taking up the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. 
And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God {Eph. 6:10-17). 

This is "the grace wherein we stand." 
The Old Testament is packed with thoughts of 
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the loving-kindness of Jehovah, and therefore with 
grace. There are 166 reference in the Old Testament 
(ASV translation) that mention "loving-kindness" 
and most of them reference the loving-kindness of 
the Lord (Psalms 136 is notable). 

Vine wrote: 

Man exercises checed {lovingkindness) to
ward various units within the community 
- toward family and relatives, but also to 
friends, guests, masters, and servants. 
Checed toward the lowly and needy is often 
specified. The Bible prominently uses the 
term checed to summarize and characterize 
a life of sanctification within, and in re
sponse to, the covenant. Thus, Hos. 6:6 
states that God desires "mercy [RSV, "stead
fast love"] and not sacrifice" (i.e., faithful 
living in addition to worship). Similarly, 
Mic. 6:8 features checed in the prophets' 
summary of biblical ethics: "and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but •.• to love 
mercy" (Vine's Expository Dictionary of 
Biblical Words, Copyright (c)1985, Thomas 
Nelson Publishers). 

Vine's astute comment should be prayerfully 
studied by anyone wondering about how to apply 
John 1: 17. The fact that law came by Moses does not 
mean that the loving-kindness of Jehovah was ex
cluded from the Law of Moses, and the fact that 
grace and truth came by Jesus does not mean that his 
saving gospel - revealed truth - is not law (Rom. 
8:2; James 1:25; 1 Cor. 9:21). 

Since grace includes every gift of God to the 
creature, it follows that every sermon or article writ
ten by members of the church, having to do with cre
ation, bread, water, roof, raiment, herbs (that bring 
physical healing), and human ability (skill or talents) 
lauds the grace of God. 

Every lesson on the unspeakable gift of God's 
son, his cross, his blood, his victory over death, his 
ascension and present rule affirms the grace of God, 
and is a lesson on grace. 

When man, in loving obedience, gives himself 
back to God (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 12:1), and rejoices to 
do the will of God, that is man's gift to the Almighty, 
and is therefore a kind of grace ... a gift from man to 
God ... a gift of himself and his possessions (2 Cor. 
4:15, Rom. 12:6-8). 

All teaching by the people of God on sacrifice 
and service is a lesson on grace. 

When man gives to other men, that, too, is grace. 
In 1 Corinthians 16:3; 2 Corinthians 8:19; and 



1 Corinthians 16:3 (where "charis" is translated "lib
erality" in the KJY, and "bounty" in the ASV} grace is 
the money given by the Corinthians to the Jews in 
Jerusalem (see also 2 Cor. 8:4, 6, 7). In 2 Corinthians 
9:8 it is the increase in earthly goods that God grants 
for charitable purposes. 

If, by your question, you mean the "irresistible 
grace" taught by John Calvin, then, of course (as you 
know}, faithful teachers would not countenance such 
error. They might talk about it to show that it is not 
in harmony with Bible teaching, but would never 
promote it. 

The idea that God selects who will be saved and 
forces salvation on the one chosen by action of irre
sistible grace (direct operation of the Holy Spirit) is 
repugnant to Bible teaching. 

You will look in vain for instances where gospel 
teachers ever presented such heresy. You may find 
some modern-day members of the church who are 
wavering and wandering off (drifting} who believe 
such nonsense, but they are not gospel teachers (a 
gospel teacher is one who presents gospel truth, and 
will brook no departure from inspired edicts). 

Neither will Bible teachers sentimentalize grace. 
The bottom-line is that countless- multiplied 

millions- of words have been preached and written 

by loyal disciples of Jesus to stress the need for, the 
beauty, and the place of grace in the divine economy. 
Most books- multiplied hundreds-of-thousands
written by Christians speak of God's gifts to man, 
man's gift to God, and man's gifts to man- which 
is, by definition, grace. Grace (properly understood) 
is the persistent theme of the redeemed. 

'~mazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved 
a wretch like me." By the way, the second verse of 
that great song (Amazing Grace} says, '"Twas grace 
that taught my heart to fear, And grace my fear re
moved." 

Thank you again for your phone call, and for 
your request to cite books and papers written by our 
brethren that laud the Bible doctrine of grace. If you 
have further questions, please do not hesitate to con
tact me. 

Best regards, 
Buster Dobbs 

P.S. By the way, I may use part or all of this as an 
editorial in the Firm Foundation, though would not 
mention your name. You have performed a service by 
making me, again, aware of this issue. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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Shoul.d We Sing While Partaking of the Lord's Supper? 
(continued from page 1) 

our worship, how do we determine whether singing 
in the assembly during the partaking of the Lord's 
Supper is authorized by God? The truth in this sub
ject area can be extracted from scripture in different 
ways: 1} We can look for instructions through the 
teachings of Jesus or the directives of the inspired 
writers of the New Testament, 2) We can follow the 
examples of Christian worship conducted under the 
leadership of the apostles in the faithful first-century 
church, and 3) We can examine corrective teaching 
where the apostles have identified and addressed 
problems in the worship assembly to see what and 
why cer.tain practices were unacceptable. From 
these, we gain valuable spiritual insight that can be 
applied to our worship today. If we are committed to 
applying the principles learned from this approach, 
we avoid the pitfalls of selfish pride and are assured 
of properly honoring God. 

Teachings on the Lord's Supper are plentiful. It 
was instituted by Jesus (Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 
14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20} as a remembrance for the 
sacrifice that was being made on behalf of all men 
under the New Covenant (Luke 22: 19-20). The un
leavened bread and fruit of the vine symbolically 
represent the body and blood of Jesus. The profound 
significance of the Lord's Supper was articulated by 
the apostle Paul who emphasized four distinct pur
poses for its observance: 1} It is a communion/shar
ing in the body and blood of Jesus in which we who 
are many are one body (1 Cor. 10:16-17); 2) It is a 
commemoration/memorial where we remember the 
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross (1 Cor. 11 :24-25); 3) It 
is a proclamation whereby we profess to all the 
Lord's death until he comes again (1 Cor. 11 :26), 
and 4) It is a personal time of self-examination 
(1 Cor. 11 :28) when Christians individually consider 
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the price that was paid for their sins. To partake of 
the emblems as God intended, we must give due re
gard to all four aspects of the Lord's Supper. Any
thing less is to partake in an unworthy manner and 
to sin (1 Cor.11:27). 

There also are numerous New Testament passages 
that provide teaching and examples of singing praises 
to God (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26; Acts 16:25; Rom. 
15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12, 
13:15; James 5:13 ). Besides being vocal music (i.e., 
articulate and verbal without instrumental accompa
niment), scriptures describe the act of singing as a 
means of speaking to, teaching and admonishing one 
another (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). It involves a thought
ful consideration and sincere expression from the 
heart, as well as attentiveness to the voices of others. 
As such, singing requires the use of both spirit and 
mind (1 Cor. 14:15) and touches the lives of those 
who hear it (Acts 16:25). From these passages, we see 
that there are two aspects to our singing in the wor
ship assembly. We bestow praises and honor to Al
mighty God, and we edify each other as we listen and 
speak to one another in song. 

The Bible clearly authorizes Christians to sing 
and to partake of the Lord's Supper in separate acts 
during the worship assembly on the first day of the 
week. However, are we authorized to combine the 
two as concurrent offerings to God? Following our 
proposed approach, we search the scriptures looking 
for three things: 1) specific reaching from Jesus or 
the inspired authors of the New Testament endorsing 
the practice, 2) examples of aposto lically approved 
singing during the Lord's Supper offered by faithful 
Christians, or 3) some insight and basis for approval 
provided by an apostle's discussion or corrective 
teaching dealing with related issues of worship. 

What do we find in scripture? First of all, there is 
no reaching either from Jesus or the apostles advo
cating the practice of concurrently singing while par
taking of the emblems in the Lord's Supper. Further
more, there are no biblical examples of Christians 
doing so in the worship assembly. It is true that Jesus 
and the apostles did sing before departing to the 
Mount of Olives (Matt. 26:30), but this took place 
after they had eaten the bread and partaken of the 
fruit of the vine (Matt. 26:26-28). 1 Corinthians 
10:16-22, 11:17-34, and Acts 20:7 all reference the 
Lord's Supper, but none of the passages says any
thing about singing. Looking elsewhere, a full exami
nation of the verses dealing with singing uncovers no 
mention of the Lord's Supper. Since the scriptures 
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are silent, we can appeal to neither the direct teach
ings of Jesus and the apostles nor to examples of ap
proved worship as a means to authorize and justify 
the practice. 

Can we draw any conclusions from the discussion 
and corrective teachings found in the Epistles? Indeed 
we can. First of all, we learn that it is possible to par
take of the Lord's Supper in an unacceptable manner. 
In 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, Paul rebukes the Corin
thian church for their neglect of fellow Christians and 
their failure to give due attention to the significance of 
the Lord's Supper as they effectively turned it into a 
gluttonous feast. In fact, this was the problem that led 
to his teaching on the important aspects of remem
brance, proclamation, and self-examination that were 
being neglected. Secondly, we know from 1 Corin
thians 14 that there are other ways by which men can 
conduct themselves inappropriately in the assembly. 
The entire chapter deals with Paul's efforts to restore 
proper order to their worship. 

Specifically, those with the miraculous gift of 
speaking in tongues (foreign languages) were doing 
so publicly without an interpreter. This lifeless mes
sage was without profit (1 Cor. 14:6-11) and indeed 
thought to be the babblings of a madman by those 
visitors who could hear but not understand (1 Cor. 
14:23). In rebuking the practice, Paul cited the im
portance of speaking to men for edification, exhorta
tion, and consolation (1 Cor. 14:2-3). Hence, the 
value of prophecy (i.e., inspired teaching in their lan
guage) was emphasized so the Lord's Church could 
grow spiritually and be edified (1 Cor. 14:12). Paul 
continues teaching that both spirit and mind must be 
actively engaged in worship, be it through praying, 
singing, or instructing others (1 Cor. 14:13-19). His 
objective was to eliminate confusion in the assembly 
and to build up the body by restoring purpose and 
value to their worship through the clarity of a mean
ingful message understandable by all. Paul concluded 
with several directives. All things offered in the as
sembly should be for edification (1 Cor. 14:26). No 
more than two or three people should speak in 
tongues and then only if an interpreter is present. 
Moreover, each must speak in turn, i.e., one at a time 
(1 Cor. 14:27-28). Similarly, the prophets were told 
to keep silent while another is prophesying so that all 
may hear, learn, and be exhorted (1 Cor. 14:29-31). 
The two guiding principles in context were: God is 
not a God of confusion but of peace (1 Cor. 14:33), 
and all things must be done in an orderly manner 
(1 Cor. 14:40). 



So what does 1 Corinthians 14 have to do with 
the issue of singing while partaking of the Lord's 
Supper? If we are speaking to, teaching, and admon
ishing one another (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) when we 
sing, then we must be listening and concentrating on 
the words to "sing with the spirit and sing with the 
mind" (1 Cor. 14:15). However, when we partake of 
the Lord's Supper, we are to be communing with 
Jesus and undergoing a period of individual, per
sonal self-examination (1 Cor. 11 :28) during this 
special time of remembrance and proclamation. It is 
simply impossible for an individual properly to ex
ecute both acts of worship concurrently since they 
impose different requirements. While it may be fea
sible to select a meaningful song that centers on the 
death of Jesus, being only human, we cannot give 
due attention to all these activities at once: carry a 
tune, sing the written words of the song, listen to 
what the members around you are singing, acknowl
edge the sins in your life along with the price that has 
been paid for your redemption, assess your attitude, 
appreciation, and awareness of just what Jesus has 
done for you personally, etc. Similarly, if we are 
properly attentive to the conduct of the Lord's Sup
per, then we must be neglecting the singing. So what 
are our choices? 

1) Sing in spirit and mind and neglect certain as
pects of the Lord's Supper- i.e., partake in an un
worthy manner and thereby sin (1 Cor. 11:27). 

2) Partake of the Lord's Supper in a worthy 
manner and neglect certain aspects of the singing -
i.e., do not sing in mind and spirit and thereby sin 
(1 Cor. 14:15). 

These are not real choices, for they both lead us 
to sin. Moreover, it is even worse than this for the 
following reasons: 

1) If we sing while others are partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, then we are willfully obstructing 
those who are trying to follow the "safe path" (i.e., 
choosing not to sing and instead to focus properly on 
all aspects of the Lord's Supper). 

2) If we combine worship activities, we are vio
lating the intent of Paul's directive to do things one 
by one, in turn, sequentially (1 Cor. 14:27, 31), since 
we have some people speaking to others who are try
ing to pray and examine self. 

3) By having communion (giving due attention 
to all its aspects) while singing together, we are pro
moting confusion which is in direct conflict with 
1 Corinthians 14:33. 

4) If we partake and sing simultaneously, we are 

not doing things properly and in an orderly manner. 
This violates 1 Corinthians 14:40. 

5) If we accept this practice of combining things, 
we establish a precedent and bind a "tradition of 
men" on all in the worship assembly, like it or not, 
contrary to the teaching of Matthew 15:1-10. 

6) Requiring this of all will deny some faithful 
brethren the opportunity to partake of the Lord's 
Supper in the assembly as they must simply refuse to 
participate. 

7) Requiring this of all will force some to sin as 
they participate with reluctance, question or guilt for 
"whatever is not from faith is sin" (Rom. 14:23). 

These considerations show that it is not accept
able to combine singing with partaking of the Lord's 
Supper. There is no indication that the first-century 
Christians either taught or practiced such. Moreover, 
lacking the spiritual authority for doing so, there is 
simply no justification for placing souls at risk. In 
light of the teaching, what would motivate people to 
advocate such things? Is our worship designed to 
please men or to please God? Are we unwilling to 
submit to God's will? Is it a matter of pride? If the 
congregation is not satisfied with partaking of the 
Lord's Supper during a period of thoughtful medita
tion in silence, then the problem and solution do not 
reside with the ears but rather with the heart. May 
God help us to grow and always to seek out and 
yield to his will in all things. 

7428 Brazos Ct. NE 
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We Honor God by Honoring His Word 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Those who take liberties with God's word 
usually protest that they love God and still 
seek to serve him, but without "the stifling 

restraints of scripture." By so doing they are seeking 
to assure themselves and others that they are not re
ally apostates, just mature saints who have outgrown 
the need for such mundane stuff as scriptural autho
rization. 

Such folks would do well to consider God's word 
to Moses. The Hebrews were camped just east of the 
Jordan River. Their long trek through the wilderness 
country was completed. Although he was 120 years 
old, Moses was still strong and active. No doubt his 
spirits were high as he saw on the horizon the land of 
promise ... the realization of 40 years' hopes and 
dreams. The old leader hoped and prayed that God 
might be merciful and allow him the privilege of 
leading his people across the river (Deut. 3:24-27). 
Then came the fateful words: 

"And Jehovah said unto Moses, Get thee up into 
the mountain of Abarim (Pisgah) and behold the land 
... and when thou has seen it, thou shalt also be gath
ered unto thy peoples ... because ye rebelled against 
my word in the wilderness of Zin, in the strife of the 
congregation, to sanctify me at the waters before 
their eyes" (Num. 27:12-14). 

Although he was privileged to view Canaan from 
the lofty peak of Pisgah, Moses died there and God 
entombed his body (Deut. 34:6). 

From this story we learn the following lessons: 
• To disobey God's instructions (his word) is to 

rebel against God. 
· • To go contrary to God's revealed will is a fail

ure to sanctify Jehovah or to show proper reverence 
and respect to the Creator and Law-giver. 

• God does not take lightly man's disobedience 
to his word. It always brings dire consequences on 
the transgressor. 

• Even the most important and influential lead
ers of. God's people are expected to honor God by 
obeying his word. That a school or a congregation is 
the largest among us does not exempt its leaders 
from strict compliance to the word of God. 
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people we lead is not an acceptable excuse for going 
against God's revelation. 

• Those champions of the change agenda are go
ing to be disappointed when they stand before God 
hoping to enter the land of eternal rest. Those who 
have taught people they can be saved without bap
tism; that women can be leaders in the public wor
ship of God; that God recognizes as his the many dif
ferent religious organizations founded by men; that 
man can alter the revealed pattern of worship to 
please certain elements of their congregation will 
one day find themselves in the same situation as did 
Moses. As Jesus put it, "then will I say unto them, 
depart from me ye workers of iniquity" for they have 
not done the will of the Father in heaven (Matt. 
7:21-23). 12630 West Foxfire 

Sun City, AZ 85375 
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Annihilating Animosity 
By Terry R. Townsend 

Now at this time while the disciples were in 
creasing in number, a complaint arose on 
the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the 

native Hebrews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily serving of food (Acts 6:1-7). 

As the early church grew and multiplied, so too 
did her problems. First, there was the attack on Peter 
and John (cf. Acts 3-4). Then, there was the arrest of 
all the apostles (cf. Acts 5). In Acts 6, we discover 
animosity that had formed within the church (6:1), 
and then false accusations made by those without the 
church (6:8ff). Yet, despite her internal and external 
problems, the church continued to grow. But how? It 
did so because she had strong leadership and mem
bers willing to work together. Consider the approach 
taken by these early Christians to overcome the inner 
turmoil that had risen from apparent neglect. 

First, there was a recognition of the problem (vv. 
1-2). No problem will ever be resolved until the 
source of that problem is realized. The problem 
within the early church was animosity amongst some 
of the brethren. Apparently, some of their widows 
were being overlooked in the daily administration of 
food. Such animosity was hindering the progress of 
the church. But quick and decisive action by the 
apostles was taken to resolve the conflict and resume 
their mission of preaching the gospel (6:4; Matt. 
28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). Many congregations fail 
to overcome such obstacles because they never get to 
the heart of the problem or act quickly enough. 

After determining the source of the problem, the 
apostles devised a plan to extinguish it (v. 3). They 
would delegate their authority and allow the congre
gation to select seven men to oversee this effort. 
Qualifications were set forth and seven men were 
chosen (vs. 3, 5). These men would be responsible 
for tending to the problem at hand, relieving the 
apostles of this burden. Understanding the role and 
responsibility each member has in the local setting, 
especially as it pertains to elders, deacons, and 
preachers, will only serve to strengthen and unify a 
congregation (cf. Eph. 4:11-13). If there's any hope 
of resolving internal turmoil, a plan in keeping with 
God's will must be formulated and then carried out. 

Prayer was then made on behalf of this selection 
(v. 6). The prayer would have invoked the blessing of 
God to attend these seven men in the discharge of 
the duties and responsibilities to which they were be
ing appointed. Prayer is essential for the well-being 
of the church. We must seek God's help and guid
ance in everything that we do, especially as it relates 
to problems from within. Without question, the ef
fectual fervent prayers of righteous men availeth 
much Oames 5:16). Many of the problems that have 
risen from within congregations would have never 
surfaced had there first been petitions made to God. 

Animosity within a congregation is a weapon Sa
tan loves to employ. More often than not, this prob
lem results in division, which in turn stunts the 
growth of the church. Fortunately for the church in 
Jerusalem, the problem was resolved before it ever 
really got started. Because it was handled in a godly 
manner, the church was strengthened. "And the word 
of God increased: and the number of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly" (Acts 6:7). Problems 
will most certainly arise within an active, vibrant 
congregation. To overcome such obstacles, first rec
ognize the source of the problem, then formulate a 
plan to extinguish it, and always pray for God's help 
and intervention. 123 Toney Ave. 

Erwin, TN 3 7650 
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(We continue our study of world non-Christian reli~ons.) 

Jainism 
Edited, arranged, compiled by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he followers of jainism constitute less than 
one-half of one percent of the population 
of India, but exert an influence far out of 

proportion to their numbers; they are mainly trad
ers, and their wealth and authority make this com
paratively small sect one of the most important of 
living Indian religions. 

Origin 
Vardhamana (circa 600 to 525 B.C.) was the founder 
of Jainism. He belonged to the warrior class, and 
therefore to the aristocracy. He was reared in the 
luxury of the courts of India. He married into an
other princely family and had one daughter. He 
spent his glorious youth as a prince. At about the age 
of 30, upon the death of his parents, Vardhamana 
gave up the princely life. He threw off his robe, 
pulled out the hair of his head in five-handfuls, and 
going naked wandered through India. He pledged to 
"neglect his body and abandon the care of it." 

The Hindu law of Karma and the prospect of 
endless re-births, always at a lower level of existence, 
caused Vardhamana to despair. His hopelessness 
caused him to punish himself in the expectation of 
ending the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. 

Karma is the Hindu philosophy according to 
which the quality of people's current and future life 
is determined by their behavior in this and in previ
ous lives. It is profoundly discouraging. 

The word Karma means "action" and gives rise 
to the notion that severe asceticism will purge the ef
fect of "karma" and bring the nirvana of annihila
tion. Obliteration was preferable to hopelessness. 

The cause of the embodiment of the soul is 
thought to be karmic matter. Jains believe that the 
actions of mind, speech, and body produce subtle 
karma (infra-atomic particles of matter), which be
comes the cause of bondage ... one can attain to sal
vation (termination), according to Jainism, by free
ing the soul of karma through the practice of three 
jewels of right faith, right knowledge, and right con
duct. 
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Vardhamana taught that injuring oneself is neces
sary to attaining cessation of life, but one must prac
tice non-injury to any other living being. The highest 
goal of jainism is extermination of one's own life. 

He never stayed more than one night in a village 
or more than five in a town to avoid forming attach
ments to any place or people, except that during the 
rainy season when the roads were teeming with life 
and the principle of non-injury to any life required 
him to be inactive. 

"He wandered about receiving injuries from men 
and beasts, and undergoing strange self-imposed 
bodily sufferings (Sacred Books of the East, 22: 79-87). 

"He was indifferent alike to the smell of ftlth and 
of sandalwood, to straw and to jewels, to dirt and to 
gold, to pleasure and to pain, attached neither to this 
world nor to that beyond, desiring neither life nor 
death" (Sacred Books of the East, 22:262) 

"Walking he meditated with his eyes ftxed on a 
square of space before him of the length of a man •.. 
he walked so as not to step on any living thing. Many 
sorts of living things gathered on his body, crawled 
about it and caused pain, but he exercised self-con
trol so as not to scratch himself. Without ceasing his 
reflections Vardhamana wandered about begging for 
his fo'od. Bathing, shampooing, and cleansing of the 
teeth did not behoove him" (Sacred Books of the 
East, 22:79-87). 

During the 13 rh year of wandering about in the 
midst of abstract meditation he reached Nirvana. He 
became the Jina (conqueror), and all his followers 
Jains. He was also hailed "Mahavira," (great hero) 
(Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, 
Vol. 6, p. 86). 

"During the thirteenth year, in a squatting posi
tion . . . exposing himself to the heat of the sun ••. 
with the knees high and the head low, in deep medi
tation, in the midst o·f abstract meditation, he 
reached Nirvana, the complete and full, the unob
structed, infinite Absolute (kevala) (Sacred Books of 
the East, 22:201) 

He claimed complete victory over his body and 



the desires that bind one to this world of matter and 
sin. Mahavira began to seek people out and teach 
them. After 3 0 years of teaching and organizing, at 
the age of 72, he died. 

Sacred Scriptures of Jainism 
The inclusive name for the sacred scriptures of 
Jainisrn is Agamas. The first section of the canon is 
acknowledged to consist of twelve Angas (bodies), 
but the twelfth has been lost. None of them can be 
dated earlier than 200 years after the death of 
founder. 

The Jains make little use of their sacred scrip
tures. They do not study the sacred texts themselves, 
but usually content themselves with quoting lists of 
names of their books. Most Jains are ignorant of 
their own sacred scriptures. 

Teaching and Ethics 
The soul's chief problem is throwing off karma-mat
ter from itself. 

In their pure state - uncluttered by karma -
souls are perfect, possessing infinite perception, infi
nite knowledge, infinite power, and infinite bliss; 
karma-free souls rise straight to the top of the uni
verse. 

There is no supreme ruler of the universe -
Jainism is an atheistic system, and denies the divine 
origin and authority of the Veda (Hindu sacred text). 

There are numerous higher beings, but no su
preme being. No help can be expected from the 
higher beings. Praying to the gods ~s of. no avail. . 

The surest way to reach liberation 1s the practtce 
of austerities. 

Fasting and meditation lead to a trance-state like 
the one Mahavira entered in the 13th year of his seek
ing. 
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Five Great Vows 

1. Renounce all killing of living beings. The 
seeker should be undraped, or naked. 

2. Renounce all vices of lying speech, anger, 
greed, fear, or mirth 

3. Renounce all taking of anything not given 
4. Renounce all sexual pleasure 
5. Renounce all attachments . . . "if a creature 

with eyes sees forms, if a creature with an organ of 
smell smells smells, if a creature with a tongue tastes 
tastes, if a creature with feeling feels agreeable or dis
agreeable touches, it (the creature) should not be at
tached to them, and should avoid love or hate origi
nated by them. 

Adherents to Jainism Make Twelve Vows 

1. Never knowingly to take the life of a creature 
(hence never to till the soil, nor engage in 
butchering, fishing, brewing, or any occupa
tion involving the taking of life 

2. Never to lie 
3. Never to steal, or take what is not given 
4. Never to be unchaste (be pure in word and 

thought 
5. Check greed, by placing a limit on one's wealth 

and giving away any excess 
6. Avoid temptation by refraining from unneces-

sary travel 
7. Limit the number of things in daily use 
8. Guard against evils that can be avoided 
9. Keep stated periods of meditation 

10. Observe special periods of self-denial 
11. Spend occasional days as a monk . 
12. Give alms, especially in support of ascettcs 

Of these 12 vows the first is the most important. 
The Jains found they could make higher profits 
when they turned to careers in business as bankers, 
lawyers, merchants, and owners of land. . 

Fundamental to Jainism is the doctnne of two 
eternal, coexisting, independent categories known as 
jiva (living soul; the enjoyer) and ajiva (nonliving ob
ject; the enjoyed). 

Mahavira's Followers 
After the death of Vardhamana his followers divided. 
They began to say that Vardhamana was a supernatu
ral being who had descended from heaven to enter 
the womb of a woman. "He descended from heaven 
. .. the Venerable Ascetic Mahavira descended. from 
the great Vimana (place of the gods) .... Here tn the 
continent of India, in the southern part of north 
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India, he took the form of an embryo in the womb of 
Devananda (Sacred Books of the East, 22: 189-190). 

He grew up sinless, but practiced austerities to 
rid himself of the effect of karma. Mahavira was said 
to be all-knowing, yet in constant search of knowl
edge. 

The followers of Jainism divided on the question 
of wearing clothes ... some of them "the white-clad" 
wore at least one garment. Some admitted women to 
their monastic order, but others held to Mahavira's 
verdict that women are "the greatest temptation in 
the world and the cause of all sinful acts. 

The two main groups of Jainism, the Digambara 
{space-clad, or naked) and the Svtambara {white
clad) have produced a vast body of secular and reli
gious literature. 

The Jains worship primarily in cave temples 
elaborately decorated in carved stones and illustrated 

manuscripts. Some Jain groups reject the worship of 
images. 

In the 18'h century A.D., another important sect 
of Jainism was founded; it exhibited Islamic inspira
tion in its iconoclasm and rejection of temple wor
ship. This gave Muslims a footho ld in India which 
has expanded to become a considerable influence in 
India. It is the beachhead of terrorism. 

There is at the present time a vocal minority 
within Jainism which is attempting a revival of Jain
ism. They are actively seeking to win converts to 
Jainism in the West. They publish a magazine, 
Ahimsa, in the English language and have circulated 
a number of tracts and books setting forth the teach
ings of Jainism. 

{Sources: Encyclopedia Britannica; Internet; 
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge.) 
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Studies in Pre-Literary Prophets 
Miscellaneous Prophets 

By Jack P. Lewis 

I n addition to the better known prophetic figures 
like Nathan, Elijah, Micaiah ben Imlah, and 
Elisha there were many other prophetic figures 

in Israel who get less attention. No biography of any 
of them is possible. For most, only one or two epi
sodes are narrated about them. The Books of Kings 
give more attention to northern prophets than to 
southern ones. 

First there is the fact that gods other than the 
Lord also had their prophets. The law of Moses an
nounced the death penalty, however, for the indi
vidual who attempted seduction of people to serve 
any other god than the Lord {Deut. 13). Even a 
member of one's own family was not to be spared 
when guilty. A city that had gone astray was nor to be 
spared. This law explains the violence of Elijah's 
dealing with the prophets of Baal after his winning 
the contest on Mount Carmel. Jezebel, who had 
come from Sidon, supported 450 prophets of Baal 
and 400 prophets of Asherah {1 Kings 18: 19). There 
is also the violence with which Jehu murdered the 
prophets and worshipers of Baal after his coup 
against Joram the king of Israel {2 Kings 10:19). 
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Bur at the same period of Elijah there were un
named prophets of the Lord who were persecuted by 
Jezebel {1 Kings 18:12). Elijah at Mr. Sinai com
plained to the Lord that Israel had slain the prophets 
with the sword (1 Kings 19:14). During a famine in 
Samaria, Obadiah, an official of Ahab, took a hun
dred prophets, hid them by 50s in a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water (1 Kings 18:3-4, 13). Ac
tivities for these prophets are not detailed for us. No 
oracles are preserved. It is obvious that they were 
considered opponents of Jezebel's innovations. 

Then there were prophets who seem to be mem
bers of the king's court. When Jehoshaphat wanted 
Ahab to inquire of the Lord concerning the wisdom 
of going to war over Ramoth-gilead, Ahab was able 
to assemble 400 prophets to consult. This is the 
anonymous group who agrees in telling Ahab, "Go 
up, for the Lord will give it into the hand of the 
king" (1 Kings 22:6). Out of this group there is one, 
Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah, who made for him
self horns of iron. Using the Messenger Formula, he 
declared, "Thus says the Lord, 'With these you shall 
push the Arameans until they are destroyed."' The 



entire group agreed, "Go up to Ramoth-gilead and 
triumph; the Lord will give it into the hand of the 
king." 

The conflict in the message of the prophets 
should remind us that the people of ancient Israel 
had the problem of deciding what voice should be 
heard just as modern people do. Both groups used 
symbolic actions in illustrating their words. Both 
groups claimed to deliver a message from God. Both 
said, "Thus says the Lord." 

The story narrated in the Book of Kings centers 
on stories of prophets in the northern kingdom. M
ter the reign of Jeroboam II, the northern kingdom 
went through a period of great instability with kings 
of reigns of six months, one month, 10 years, 20 
years, and nine years. The narrative has no story of 
prophetic activity in Israel during these tragic years. 
The summary of the tragedy, however, is: 

Yet the Lord warned Israel and Judah by 
every prophet and seer, saying, 'Turn from 
your evil ways and keep my commandments 
and my statutes, in accordance with all the 
laws which I commanded your fathers, and 
which I sent to you by my servants the 
prophets.' But they would not listen, but 
were stubborn as their fathers had been 
who did not believe in the Lord their God 
(2 Kings 17:13-14). 

The people of Israel walked in all the sins 
which jeroboam did; they did not depart 
from them, until the Lord removed Israel 
out of his sight, as he had spoken by all his 
servants the prophets (2 Kings 17:23). 

Shemaiah 
In contrast with the Books of Kings, the Books of 
Chronicles give more attention to the southern kings 
and prophets. When Jeroboam I had revolted and 
had taken with him the 10 tribes, Rehoboam was 
planning to assemble an army and to put down the 
revolt. He was, however, deterred by Shemaiah the 
man of God who informed him, "Thus says the 
Lord, You shall not go up to fight against your broth
ers. Return every man to his house for this thing is 
from God (1 Kings 12:22; 2 Chron. 11:1ff.). The 
Judeans obeyed, and the civil war did not come off. 
The political division of the kingdom had the Lord's 
approval. 

Already in the reign of Rehoboam, the prophet 
Shemaiah appears to explain the cause of the inva
sion of Shishak of Egypt who, five years after the di
vision of the kingdom, had captured cities of Judah. 

Shemaiah's oracle was, "You have abandoned me, so 
I have abandoned you into the hands of Shishak" (2 
Chron. 12:5). The king and the princes humbled 
themselves, and Shemaiah received a further revela
tion in which the Lord promised deliverance of 
Jerusalem. Shishak took the treasures of the house of 
the Lord and of the king's house. Shields of bronze 
then replaced those of gold that Shishak had carried 
off. Shishak set up a monument to this campaign in 
the temple at Karnak, which still can be seen there. 

Shemaiah is said to have joined with Iddo the 
seer (hachozeh) in writing a chronicle of the acts of 
Rehoboam (2 Chron. 12:15). This chronicle has not 
been preserved. 

Alariah 

Mter a successful war conducted by King Asa against 
Zerah the Ethiopian, when Judah had returned to 
Jerusalem the spirit of the Lord came on Azariah the 
son of Oded, and he met Asa to remind him that "the 
Lord was with you while you are with him. If you 
seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake 
him, he will forsake you" (2 Chron. 15 :2). Azariah 
reminded Asa of Judah's sinful past but exhorted 
him, "Take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, 
for your work will be rewarded" (2 Chron. 15 :7). 
Asa heeded and carried through one of the reforms 
of Judah's history. 

Hanani the Seer 

Asa enjoyed years of peace but then was threatened 
by Baasha, king of Israel. To meet the crisis, Asa 
hired Benhadad, king of the Arameans, to attack Is
rael. This brought upon him the rebuke of Hanani 
the seer (haro'eh) who denounced him for relying on 
the king of Aram instead of upon the Lord (2 Chron. 
16:7). Hanani insisted that Asa had done foolishly 
and would have additional wars. Asa was enraged 
and put Hanani in stocks in the prison (2 Chron. 
16:10). 

When Jehoshaphat returned from his tragic alli
ance with Ahab, he was met by Jehu the son of 
Hanani the seer. Jehu's rebuke was, "Should you 
help the wicked and love those who hate the Lord. 
Because of this, wrath has gone out against you from 
the Lord. Nevertheless some good is found in you, 
for you destroyed the Asherahs out of the land, and 
have set your heart to seek the Lord" (2 Chron. 
19:2-3). Jehu is of special interest in that he is the 
one candidate in the Old Testament for a prophet's 
son also being a prophet. The service of prophecy 
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was not inherited father to son in the Old Testament. 
That of the priesthood was. 

Jehu the son of Hanani is said to have chronicled 
the reign of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:34). The 
chronicle has not survived. 

Jahaziel 

When Jehoshaphat was faced with an invading army 
from the south, he was encouraged by Jahaziel, a 
Levite of the sons of Asaph. Jahaziel urged Judah not 
to be afraid of the multitude because the battle be
longs to the Lord (2 Chron. 20:15). He informed 
them of the route the invaders would take. Judah 
was urged to take its defensive position. Jehoshaphat 
placed his army and urged them to believe the Lord's 
prophets. The enemy was defeated (2 Chron. 20:13-
30). 

Eliezer the Son of Dodavahu 

A later alliance of Jehoshaphat with Ahaziah, king of 
Israel, led to building ships at Ezion-geber to go to 
Tarshish. But Eliezer the son .of Dodavahu in a 
prophecy discouraged the project, threatening that 
the Lord would destroy what was built. The ships 
were wrecked and were not able to go to Tarshish (2 
Chron. 20:37). 

J oash is remembered as a young king - seven 
years old - who was led in repairing the temple by 
Jehoiada the priest. But after Jehoiada's death, Joash 
was misled by the princes. They served the Asherim 
and the idols. The Lord sent prophets among them 
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to bring them back to the Lord, these prophets testi
fied against them, but they would not give heed (2 
Chron. 24: 19). 

Zechariah the Son of Jehoiada 

Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest then spoke 
against them: "Thus says God, 'Why do you trans
gress the commandments of the Lord, so that you 
cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the 
Lord, he has forsaken you."' The princes conspired 
against Zechariah and by the command of the king, 
they stoned him in the court of the temple. Joash had 
not remembered· the kindness J ehoiada, father of 
Zechariah, had shown him. When Zechariah was dy
ing he said, "May the Lord see and avenge!" (2 
Chron. 24:20-22). Some think this Zechariah is the 
one referred to in Matthew 23:35; but there is a 
problem about the father's name. The identity is not 
certain. 

An Anonymous Man of God 

Amaziah was Joash's successor on the throne. Ama
ziah organized the army of Judah for a campaign but 
also hired a hundred thousand soldiers from Israel. 
But an unnamed man of God warned him, "0 king, 
do not let the army of Israel go with you, for the 
Lord is not with Israel, with all these Ephraimites. 
But if you suppose that in this way you will be strong 
for war, God will cast you down before the enemy; 
for God has power to help or to cast down" (2 
Chron. 25:8). Amaziah complained, "But what shall 
we do about the hundred talents which I have given 
to the army of Israel?" The man of God replied, 
"The Lord is able to give you much more than this." 
Amaziah discharged the army of Israel which act 
made Israel very angry. But Amaziah won a great vic
tory in the Valley of Salt over the men of Seir. The 
Israelite army in revenge for their being dismissed, 
fell on the cities of Judah from Samaria to Beth
boron (2 Chron. 25:10-13; cf. 2 Kings 14:6-7). 

On Amaziah's return from the battle with the 
Edomites, Amaziah brought back Edomite gods to 
worship. The Lord sent a prophet to him who said, 
"Why have you resorted to the gods of a people 
which did not deliver their own people from your 
hand?" The King said to him, "Have we made you a 
counselor? Stop! Why should you be put to death?" 
The prophet stopped, but said, "I know that God has 
determined to destroy you, because you have done 
this and have not listened to any counsel" (2 Chron. 
25:14-16). 



Oded 
During the Syro-Ephraimitic war in 735 B.C., Ahaz 
was on the throne of Judah and was attacked by 
Pekah of Israel and Rezin of Damascus. Rezin carried 
off many Judean people to Damascus (2 Chron. 
28:5). Israel, under Pekah, also took many Judeans 
of all ages captive and brought them to Samaria. But 
there the army was met by a prophet, Oded. Oded 
roundly denounced the anticipated enslaving of their 
kinsmen from Judah by Israel. The Proverbs de
mand, "If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to 
eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink" 
(Prov. 25:21). One may not have been aware that 
Paul in Romans 12:20 is quoting this passage. The 
prophet demanded that they send these prisoners 
back home because the anger of the Lord was fierce 
upon Israel. Oded gained the support of certain of 
the chiefs in Samaria and they refused to allow the 
army to bring the prisoners into the city. The chiefs 
clothed those of the prisoners who were naked, and 
gave them sandals, food, and drink. They gave the 
feeble donkeys to ride on and brought them to their 
kinsfolk in Jericho (2 Chron. 28:8-15). 

There were other prophets active during the time 
of such prophets as Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel who do not leave books behind them to be
come a part of the Bible. 

There are no narratives in Chronicles of pro
phetic activity during the dark days of the reigns of 
Manasseh and Amon. But the writer of Kings said, 
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''And the Lord said by his servants the prophets, 'Be
cause Manasseh king of Judah has committed these 
abominations, and has done things more wicked 
than all that the Amorites did, who were before him, 
and has made Judah also to sin with his idols, there
fore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold I 
am bringing upon Jerusalem and Judah such evil that 
the ear of every one who hears of it will tingle. And I 
will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Sa
maria, and the plummet of the house of Ahab; and I 
will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it 
and turning it upside down" (2 Kings 21:10•13). 

Juduthun the king's seer is listed along with 
other singers as a participant in Josiah's reform (2 
Chron. 25: 15). We know nothing more of him. 

Uriah 

Uriah the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-jearim proph
esied in the name of the Lord against the city of 
Jerusalem during the reign of King Jehoiakim in 
words much like those Jeremiah was using at this 
same period. He so angered Jehoiakim that 
Jehoiakim wanted to silence him by killing him. 
Uriah fled to Egypt to save himself. But Jehoiakim 
sent Elnathan and others to Egypt to bring him back. 
Jehoiakim killed him with the sword and cast him 
corpse into the burial place of the common people 
Uer. 26:20-23). This tragic prophet is not mentioned 
in the Book of Kings at all though that book does 
mention warnings of the prophets and Jehoiakim's 
filling Jerusalem with innocent blood (2 Kings 24; 2-
4). 

During the last days of the Judean state under 
Zedekiah, Jeremiah was active in Jerusalem (2 
Chron. 36:12, 21-22). The Lord sent his messengers, 
but they were not heeded. "The Lord, the God of 
their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messen
gers, because he had compassion on his people and 
on his dwelling place; but they kept mocking the 
messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing 
at his prophets, till the wrath of the Lord was against 
his people, till there was no remedy" (2 Chron. 
36: 15-16). 

Mter the fall of Jerusalem in 597 B.C., the writer 
of Lamentations laments, "Your prophets have seen 
for you false and deceptive visions; they have not ex
posed your iniquity to restore your fortunes, but 
have seen for you oracles false and misleading" 
(Lam. 2:14). "Should priest and prophet be slain in 
the sanctuary of the Lord?" (Lam. 2:20). The poet 
insists that the calamity "was for the sins of her 
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prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who shed 
in the midst of her the blood of the righteous" (Lam. 
4: 13). 

Prophets of the Exile 

Mter the J udeans had been carried into exile by 
Nebuchadnezzar, though Jerusalem and its temple 
were still standing, there were prophets in the 
exile. Among them are Ahab the son of Koliah (Not 
to be confused with Ahab the king of Israel who 
lived a century earlier). There was also Zedekiah the 
son of Maaseiah Uer. 29:21). The Lord through Jer
emiah insisted that these prophets are prophesying 
a lie in the name of the Lord. He threatened that 
Nebuchadnezzar would execute them and that they 
would become a curse used by the people, "The Lord 
make you like Zedekiah and Ahab whom the king of 
Babylon roasted in the fire" Uer. 29:21-22). 

The indictment suggests that these prophets were 
morally del~nquent. They committed folly in Israel; 
they committed adultery with their neighbors' wives; 
and they have spoken words that the Lord had not 
commanded them Uer. 25:23). 

Shemaiah of Nehelam was another prophet of 
the exile. He sent letters to all the people in Jerusa
lem, to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, 
and to all the priests accusing Jeremiah of being a 
madman in his prophesying that the exile would be 
long and urging the people in exile to build houses, 
live in them, and to plant gardens and live off the 
produce Uer. 29:24-28). 

Jeremiah, on hearing the letter read, was stimu
lated by the Lord to inform the exiles that since 
Shemaiah had prophesied when the Lord had not 
sent him and had made them trust in a lie, Shemaiah 
and his descendants would have no one living among 
the people to see the good the Lord had intended for 
them. Shemaiah had talked rebellion against the 
Lord Uer. 29:29-31). 

Mter the return from exile, Haggai, Zechariah 
(Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14), and Malachi left books, but it is 
Noadiah who is presented as a prophetess. But the 
picture of her is not complimentary (Neh. 6:14). She 
was among those prophets trying to make Nehemiah 
afraid to repair the wall of Jerusalem. 

Among the false accusations against Nehemiah 
made by Sanballat is that he had set up prophets to 
proclaim concerning Nehemiah himself in Jerusalem 
that there is a king in Judah (Neh. 6:7). Nehemiah 
denied the charge. 

Shemaiah the son of Delaiah urged Nehemiah to 
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shut himself up in the temple to be safe from his en
emies. Nehemiah states that he understood that God 
had not sent Shemaiah and that he had pronounced 
the prophecy against Nehemiah because Tobiah and 
Sanballat had hired him (Neh. 6:10-13). 

Ezra and Nehemiah are not called either "proph
ets" or "seers" in any Old Testament passages though 
they were great servants of the Lord and led the 
people in these times. Later Jewish legend had 
prophets to depart from Israel after the time of Ezra. 

Modern people (particularly when engaged in 
discussion of worship activity) tend to think of 
prophets active primarily in worship settings. This 
series of studies has demonstrated beyond question 
that Old Testament prophets were not functioning 
primarily in worship assemblies. They spoke where 
ever they found a listener whether an individual or a 
group. While we in many cases are not informed 
where the writing prophets delivered their oracles, 
these non-literary prophets are depicted as active 
more often out of worship assemblies than in one. 

Summary 

We draw this extended series of studies to a close with 
the reminder that God spoke to the fathers through 
the prophets (Heb. 1: 1). The fathers are gone, and the 
prophets are gone, but it is undeniable that God's 
words and his statutes proved true (Zech. 1 :6). 

For those who struggle with the loss they would 
face should they fully obey the Lord, perhaps no bet
ter summary could be found than the words of the 
anonymous man of God to King Amaziah: "God is 
able to give you much more than this" (2 Chron. 
25:15). 

One must be impressed with how much of what 
the prophets had to say dealt with one's treatment of 
other people. 

God's longsuffering and compassion toward his 
wayward, rebellious people is abundantly illustrated 
in his continuous sending both of the non-writing 
and the writing prophets. Their message was basi
cally a call to repentance: "Return to me and I will 
return to you" (Zech. 1 :2). 

Perhaps the words of Azariah to King Asa are as 
good a closing summary as one can find: "The Lord 
is with you while you are with him. If you seek him, 
he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he 
will forsake you" (2 Chron. 15 :2). 

1132 S. Perkins Rd. 
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Benedictus 

We do not wish to appear hypocritical (play 
acting) but, on the other hand, have dif
ficulty being deadpanned .. . under the 

circumstances. 
Joel Belz, of Word magazine fame, wanted to 

know, if the Catholics ever elect a female pope 
(which may have happened in the past), would the 
cry arise from Rome, "Hebemus Mamam! - we 
have mama." 

The feminist of the world need to wake up and 
pay more attention to what is happening in Vatican 
City, where there is a papa but no mama. 

Anyway, however that may be, it has come to our 
notice that Benedictus may not be the most honor
able of all names. 

"Benedict" comes from Benedictus, which means 
blessing, in Latin, and that may be connected with 
beatitude and is okay. But ... 

Benedict the First was pope from July 575 to 579 
and died, of natural causes we are to ld, during a 
siege of Rome, which was a regular event in that era. 
He focused on trying to resto re order in Rome dur
ing the civil disturbances that followed the Lombard 
invasion. Being pope wasn't much of a job then be
cause it amounted to presiding over a ruined Rome. 
It was also a dicey business because regional politics 
often played out on papal territory. 

Benedict II was a very successful pope even 
though he reigned for just one year, from A.D. 684 to 
685. He was a close friend of Emperor Constantine 
the Bearded, which worked to his advantage because 
he obtained a change in regulation that allowed an of
ficeholder called the exarch of Ravenna to confirm his 
papacy. Before that, popes could be elected but had to 
be confirmed by monarchs. Their friendship was so 
tight that the emperor asked the pope to adopt his 
sons Justinian and Heraclius. The ruler sent clippings 
of the boys' hair as a token. Benedict II is a Roman 
Catholic Church saint, and the only Benedict to be so 
honored. 

Benedict III was pope from 855 to 858, a diffi
cult time for the Roman Catholic Church, which 
found its role shifting into the temporal world of 
politics, which created a mess. He was chosen by the 
clergy, but opposed by the emperor Louis II , who 
named an anti-pope, Anastasius the Librarian. It 

took a bit of time, but Benedict was eventually recog
nized by the Louis II. 

Benedict IV was pope fro m 900 to 903. He was a 
Roman priest and had a high regard for the bishop 
who had ordained him, Formosus, a pope who pre
sents one of the most troubling chapters in papal his
tory. About six months after his death, Formosus' 
successor ordered him disinterred, dressed the ca
daver in fu ll vestments and put it on trial for treason. 
After it was convicted, the cadaver's blessing fingers 
were chopped off and the corpse was tossed to the 
Romans, who dragged it around in the street for a 
while before tossing it into the Tiber, where it was 
coll ected by friends and reinterred. No one knows 
anything about Benedict IV's election other than the 
fact that it seemed to indicate that Formosus's sup
porters were still in control at the time. Sometime in 
the summer of 903, Benedict IV died. 

Benedict V, another one-year pope who was 
elected in 964, couldn't get the backing of the Em
peror Otto, who installed an anti-pope named Leo, 
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then marched his troops into Rome. Benedict was 
carried off and died in Hamburg. 

Benedict VI, one of the most tragic of the popes. 
By most accounts, he was good at the job he was 
elected to in 972 but was beset by trouble from the 
get-go. In 973, Emperor Otto died, setting off a 
power struggle that had his 18-year-old son warring 
with Henry the Wrangler, Duke of Bavaria. Mean
while, the Romans planned a revolution. A scheming 
deacon named Boniface Franco and Crescentius, 
brother of the late Pope John XIII, grabbed the city. 
Boniface took over the pope's job, shutting Benedict 
VI up in the Castle of Sr. Angelo. Otto, warring in 
Germany, heard about this and sent Count Sicco to 
save the day. He demanded the release of Pope 
Benedict VI. But before Sicco could toss out the 
usurpers, a priest named Stephen went to the castle 
and strangled Pope Benedict VI. 

Benedict VII was, indeed, blessed, because he 
managed to govern both the church and Rome for al
most nine quiet years (974-983 ). He was a compro
mise candidate for the papacy, chosen to replace 
Boniface VIII, an anti-pope who had been excommu
nicated and was struggling to regain the papacy. No. 
7 promoted monasticism and reform and presided 
over a synod at Sr. Peters that prohibited simony, the 
buying and selling of sacred benefits, a growth indus
try and point of contention in the church at the time. 

Benedict VIII was pope from 1012 to 1024, an
other messy period of Roman Catholic Church his
tory. As with Benedict VI, he faced an anti-pope 
named Gregory, who forced him to flee from Rome. 
Henry II of Germany restored him to his papacy. 
Benedict crowned Henry II emperor. Warfare 
marked his pontificate, with Saracens attacking 
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southern European coastlines and Normans moving 
into Italy. 

Benedict IX, like Benedict VIII, was one of the 
Theophylactite popes. He was nephew of both 
Benedict VIII and Pope John XIX. He got the papal 
chair through his father, who granted it to him in 
1032. There are debates over his age. Some say 11 or 
12, some say 18 to 20. He led a dissolute life, en
tirely unsuited to the job of pope. He was forced out 
of Rome two times, the second time being replaced 
by Silvester III, viewed by some as an anti-pope. 
Benedict resigned the job and sold the office to a 
priest, John Gratian, his godfather, for something 
like 1,500 pounds of gold. 

Then it got very messy again. Gratian became 
Pope Gregory VI. Benedict had second thoughts and 
returned to try to recapture the throne. He retook 
Rome and stayed on the throne for a while until 
King Henry III intervened. Both Benedict and 
Silvester were deprived of their jobs and Gregory, 
who had bought the chair, was encouraged to quit. 

Bartles ensued. In the interim, the German 
Bishop of Suidger was crowned Pope Clement II and 
promptly died in office. Poppo of Brixen succeeded 
Clement. Benedict was accused of simony, refused to 
face trial, and was excommunicated. He died, but 
how or where is lost to history. 

Benedict X was elected in 1058 under the aus
pices of a friendly count. Many Cardinals objected, 
claiming the throne had been bought. They were 
driven out of Rome. There were apparently a lot of 
popes at this point and much confusion. Essentially, 
Benedict X was deposed and excommunicated and 
fled to the castle of Gerard of Galeria. More battling 
ensued. Eventually, Benedict X was forced to surren
der and renounce the papacy. He retired to a family 
estate but was then imprisoned and died at a hospice. 
His papacy was not without benefits. It led to the 
adoption of new laws on papal elections. 

Benedict XI was pope from 1303 to 1304. He was 
master general of the Dominican religious order. His 
papacy was full of intrigue, with excommunications 
and readmissions flying left and right. It was unpleas
ant business. After eight months as pope, he died, per
haps of poisoning. The prime suspect was William of 
Nogarer, who was Philip IV's minister. In a fell swoop, 
Nogaret and a whole gaggle of Italians who had cap
tured one of Benedict's predecessors in another papal 
dustup had then been excommunicated by Benedict. 
That was the last time the Pope of Rome was actually 
influenced by Italians for quite some time. Benedict's 



successor, Clement V, and the popes who succeeded 
him moved the papal seat from Rome to Avignon, giv
ing the kings of France all the influence. 

Benedict XII had the coolest of all pre-pope 
names, Jacques Fournier. He was pope from 1334 to 
1342. As bishop of Pamier, he had a reputation for 
being smart, for being well organized, and for stag
ing witch hunts for heretics. The locals hated that, 
but it endeared him to the Vatican. He turned out to 
be a reform pope. He made peace with the Emperor 
Louis and came to terms with the Franciscans. He 
tried to curb the luxury that was growing in the 
church, without much success. He liked to debate 
theology and spent much of his time working on 
theological questions. 

Benedict XIII was the Dominican bishop of 
Manfredonia when he became pope in 1724. He 
held the job for six years. He had a very handsome 
and noteworthy beatification and sainthood schedule 
that included St. Vincent de Paul, Aloysius Gonzaga, 
St. John of the Cross, St. Stanilaus Kostka and one 
you have never heard of, St. Turibius of Mogroveio. 
He was said to be indecisive, particularly in interna
tional affairs. 

Benedict XIV studied rhetoric, philosophy, theol
ogy, history, and civil and ecclesiastical law. He held 
dual doctorates at age 19. He spent much of his life 
hanging around the Vatican as an adviser to popes. 
He became pope in 1740, a point at which Europe 
was developing a hostility toward Catholicism. 
Among his rulings was that the baptism of the chil
dren of Jews or pagans without the consent of their 
parents was wrong because they might lose their 
faith when they reached the age of reason. Involun
tary baptism was declared invalid. Forcible baptism 
of Jews was forbidden. He also said it was a sin to 
make a profit from lending money. He didn't like 
Voltaire and had trouble with the Jesuits. 

Benedict XV. He was pope from 1914 to 1922 
and became pontiff just two months after he was 
named a cardinal. He initiated a policy of strict neu
trality for the Vatican at the outset of World War I 
and won the respect of everyone on all sides. He 
pushed for peace, was charitable toward victims of 
the war and founded the Vatican service for war pris
oners. In a bid to encourage the French to ease up on 
the clergy, he canonized Joan of Arc as a saint. He 
also argued that missionaries should work hard to 
develop. native priests as quickly as possible. 

That's it. Those are the Benedicts, up until this 
one. Of the 15 previous Benedicts only one was beati-

fied ... under Roman Catholic usage he was the only 
Benedict saint ... all the rest were ... well ... not saints 
(the antonym for "saint" is "evil), but that may not be 
exactly fair - you know how the dictionary is. 

(Source: the information in this piece came from 
an article by Charlie Madigan, Chicago Tribune se
nior correspondent, published April 19, 2005, and 
confirmed by referencing the Britannica and the 
Catholic Encyclopedias. By the way, if the Catholics 
elect me to be their pope, I would choose the name 
"Jesus," of whom the popes of Rome claim to be vic
ars- so why not Jesus? You would have Jesus 1, and 
on and on to the end of time. Our friends "south-of
the-border" often name their children Jesus- pro
nounced Hay-souse - so why not Roman Catholic 
Church popes? We also respectfully notice that none 
claims to be Peter II, but cannot imagine the reason 
for this oversight- may be they don't think he was 
pope - or, at least, not a very good one. Come to 
think about it that may be right. We sincerely hope 
that this research is not too much for our readers -
the editor.) Fp 
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What Is the Gospel? 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

W hen a teacher in a graduate class used Ga
latians 1:8-9 to prove that no one is to 
tamper with God's word, a student ar

gued that this passage cannot be used to condemn 
every teaching that varies from God's word. He 
stated that this passage only includes teaching that 
perverts matters concerning the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. He believed that "gospel" in
cludes no more than this. Is this true? 

It is very important to know what is meant by 
"the gospel" because: 

(1) "it is the power of God to salvation" (Rom. 
1: 16); 

(2) "if anyone preaches any other gospel . . . let 
him be accursed" (Gal. 1 :9); 

(3) Jesus will take "vengeance on those who do 
not ... obey the gospel" (2 Thess. 1:8). 

Core of the Gospel 
Paul presented the core teaching of the gospel by writ
ing: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand, by 
which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
that word which I preached to you - un
less you believed in vain. For I delivered to 
you first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day according 
to the Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:1-3). 

The heart of the gospel is that Jesus died, was 
buried, and rose again. No one who believes that 
Paul was inspired can reasonably deny this. Anyone 
who excludes this from his preaching is not preach
ing the gospel; however, is the gospel limited to the 
death, burial, resurrection of Jesus? 

Gospel Used in Galatians 
In Galatians 1:8-9 Paul stated that those who preach 
another gospel are accursed. In order to understand 
what he meant by "gospel," determining how he 
used it in the book of Galatians and elsewhere is im
portant. Did he use "gospel" to mean only the death, 
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burial, and resurrection of Jesus? 
"Gospel" appears without enough context to de

termine its meaning in the following passages in Ga
latians. (1:6, 7, 8, 9, 11; 2:7; 4:13). 

Elsewhere in Galatians there is adequate context 
on which to make a judgment concerning its mean
ing. Paul wrote that he traveled to Jerusalem to sub
mit to the leaders of reputation there the gospel 
which he preached to Gentiles to confirm that he 
was not incorrect in his preaching (Gal 2.2). Titus' 
lack of circumcision became a test case. Should he or 
should he not be circumcised? Paul refused to let him 
be circumcised so that the "truth of the gospel" 
would continue with the Galatians (Gal. 2:5). Cir
cumcision is not a part of the death, burial, and res
urrection of Jesus. The gospel is not limited to Jesus' 
death, burial, and resurrection. 

Peter ate with uncircumcised Gentiles until 
people from James came to Antioch; then he with
drew, taking Barnabas along with him (Gal. 2:13). 
Paul withstood Peter to his face, because he was not 
following "the truth of the gospel" (Gal. 2:14). 
Paul's grievance against Peter had nothing to do with 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Peter had 
violated Jesus' principle that Jewish Christians could 
associate with Gentile Christians as fellow heirs in 
the gospel (Eph. 3:6). The gospel reveals that Jewish 
and Gentile Christian can associate as equals as fol
lowers of Jesus. 

Paul wrote that the gospel had been preached to 
Abraham who was told, '1\11 the nations shall be 
blessed in you" (Gal. 3 :8). Paul used this promise to 
Abraham to prove that "God would justify the Gen
tiles by faith." In this context, Paul is not referring to 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. He 
rather was using "gospel" to mean the truth concern
ing God's plan to justify Gentiles in the same way he 
is willing to save Jews. 

Other Passages 
Throughout the four "Gospels" (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John), "gospel" is used to mean more than 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

As a sampling consider the following passages: 



• Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Luke 16:16 -
Various people preached the gospel of the kingdom 
without preaching Jesus' death, burial, and resurrec
tion. 

• Mark 1:1 - From its very beginning, Mark's 
gospel included the "gospel of Jesus Christ," thus the 
gospel is more than the death, burial, and resurrec
tion. 

• Matthew 11:5; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 3:18; 9:6 
-In these verses the gospel was preached before jesus 
began to tell his disciples concerning his death and 
resurrection (Matt. 16:21; Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22). 

Other passages show that the complete gospel is 
more than Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection, for 
the gospel includes: 

• Philippians 1:27 - Living worthy of the gos
pel in order to be united. 

• Colossians 1:5, 23 - Having the hope of 
heaven. 

• 1 Timothy 1:9-11 - Avoiding at least twelve 
immoral practices. 

• Galatians 3:8 - The gospel was preached to 
Abraham, but not the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus. 

Conclusion 
"Gospel" includes the death, burial, and resurrection 
of jesus, and even more. It includes all the word of 
truth that jesus revealed during his personal ministry 
and what he later revealed to the apostles and proph
ets after his suffering on the cross. 

People who pervert the gospel and preach a mes
sage contrary to the teaching of the apostles and 
prophets of jesus are under a curse (Gal. 1:7-9). Care 
should be taken to preach only the truth that is re
vealed in the New Testament of jesus Christ. 
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WWJD What Would Jesus Do? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

JD bracelets and young people 
ave in very recent years popularized a 
ovel idea, What Would jesus Do? A clas

sic book, In His Steps was first published in 1896 by 
Charles Sheldon. It is a story about a preacher who 
adopted the view that any decision and practice in 
life must meet the standard of what jesus would de
cide. He influenced many in his congregation to 
adopt this philosophy with surprising results. It 
changed many lives, homes, communities, and busi
ness practices. When I read this novel several de
cades ago, and again recently, I was fascinated with 
the idea of letting Jesus be our example in all that we 
do (cf. 1 Pet. 2:21; Rom. 8:29). All of us would be 
happier and more useful by practicing the intriguing 
thought of the book. As expected, it contains some 
false teaching. It weaves into the story the direct in
fluence of the Holy Spirit in decisions that the char
acters made. 

A few years ago, I read an updated version of In 
His Steps, written by Garrett W. Sheldon, the great
grandson of Charles Sheldon. It is called What Would 
jesus Do? It attempts to retell the original concept by 
updating the characters. However, it may not attain 

the record of the original that sold over 30,000,000 
copies. Prominent persons such as a newspaper pub
lisher, a singer, a businessman, and young people 
made a promise for one year to follow what jesus 
would do in daily choices. 

After reading this contemporary retelling of In 
His Steps, I was concerned because the characters 
claimed the influence of the Holy Spirit in a direct 
manner in making a decision . When I read the new 
book, I found numerous references on Holy Spirit 
guidance. These are found in 28 pages and here is a 
lengthy number of pages of references: 105, 108, 
120, 123, 125, 129, 130, 131, 134, 139, 151, 153, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 181, 183, 186. 

The New Testament does not teach a direct op
eration of the Holy Spirit either on the alien sinner 
or a Christian. The mind of Christ can only be 
known today by His teaching. ''And jesus came and 
spoke to them, saying, 'All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth' (Matt. 28:18). The 
proper way to know his will is by studying his in
spired writings (cf. 2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 372 Mills St. 
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(In every generation talented teachers broadcast the unsearchable riches of Christ. It is not uncommon for 
these men to preach the truth at considerable personal sacrifice. Grover Cleveland Brewer, who served his gen
eration and now has joined the choir invisible, was such a man. Lest we forget ... the Firm Foundation elects to 
occasionally reproduce some special lesson from these special men. This month we reprint Brewer, s immortal 
sermon on '"'The Gospel Paul Preached." The verba/lesson was recorded by a stenographer. In reading this ex
tended lesson (we make no apology for its length) you will thrill to the grandeur of his sermon, but will not be 
able to hear the charm of his voice. G. C. Brewer was a superior man and the present generation deserves to sit 
for a little while at his feet. The lesson is abridged but its force is unabated.) 

The Gospel Paul Preached 
By G. C. Brewer 

Our lesson tonight is a discussion of "The 
Gospel Paul Preached." The text is from 
the first chapter of Galatians: 

I marvel that ye are so soon removed from 
him that called you into the· grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: Which is not another; 
but there be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which 
we· have preached unto you, let him be ac
cursed. As we said before, so say I now again, 
If any man preach another gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let him be ac
cursed. For do I now persuade men, or God? 
or do I Seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 
men, I should not be the servant of Christ. 
But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel 
which was preached of me is not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, neither was 
I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ (Gal. 1 :6-12). 

This is strong language and makes us tremble at 
the fearful responsibility resting upon a preacher. For 
if he preaches any gospel other than that which· Paul 
preached or if he perverts that gospel, he is lost. 

The King James translation says if a man 
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preaches any other gospel, let him be accursed, 
whereas the Revision says, "Let him be anathema." 
Why did the Revision put this word "anathema" in 
there instead of the word "accursed"? The fact is, the 
word "anathema" is the Greek word. The King 
James translators translated the Greek word into En
glish by the word "accursed." But the Revisers didn't 
translate it at all; they simply anglicized it and left it 
a Greek word in the English language. They not 
translate it because the English word "accursed" is 
not as strong as the Greek word "anathema." To be 
accursed, in our understanding of the English word, 
is simply to come under disapproval, but to be anath
ematized means to be irrevocably cut off. When one 
is anathema he is not simply disapproved in that act, 
but he is irrevocably cut off - there is absolutely no 
possibility of his returning- he is gone forever, and 
so the Apostle Paul says, "If a man preaches any gos
pel other than that which we have preached, let him 
be anathema - let him be cut off, eternally, hope
lessly lost forever. 

Now, with that explanation, we come to the sub
ject. 

We are presenting tonight the gospel Paul 
preached. I do not want you to think that the gospel 
Paul preached was different from the gospel 
preached by Peter, John, James, Philip, Stephen, or 
any other apostle or evangelist of New Testament 
days. The Apostle Paul preached exactly the same 
gospel these other men preached, and what Paul said 
is of no more authority that what Peter, James, or 
John said; neither has it any more authority than 
what any other inspired man taught. There is no 
such thing as making a distinction between inspired 



men. There is no such thing as attaching more im
portance to what one says than to what another says. 

We have what men call the Red Letter New Testa
ment. This was devised by somebody for the purpose 
of getting the attention of people to the language of 
Jesus, and hence the words spoken by the. Lord are 
printed in red ink, and the rest in black-faced type. 
Now, there is nothing wrong in that, unless it creates 
the wrong impression; but I have sometimes feared 
that it created the impression upon those who read it 
that the red letters are more important than the black 
letters - that what the Lord said is of more impor
tance than what the apostles said. But that is not 
true. The words of the Lord Jesus Christ himself 
were no more inspired, therefore no more divine, 
than the words of his apostles. 

When Jesus sent his disciples out under the lim
ited commission, he said: "The Father sent me; I 
send you," and, "Whosoever receives you, receives 
me, and whosoever receives me, receives him that 
sent me. Likewise, whosoever rejects you, rejects me, 
and whosoever rejects me, rejects him than sent me." 
Hence, according to the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we must accept them all or reject them all. 

There is a tendency today, especially among 
Modernists, to accept the Lord Jesus Christ and to 
reject the apostles, and especially Paul. They hate 
Paul, and they direct their fight against Paul; but the 
Lord Jesus Christ told us that the gospel that went 
from him went through these men, and that the Holy 
Spirit spoke through them, for he said: 

I have yet many things to say unto you, but 
ye can not bear them now. Howbeit when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will show you things 
to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall show it unto you. 
All things that the Father hath are mine: 
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, 
and shall show it unto you Oohn 16:12-15). 
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The Holy Spirit came to declare the will of 
Christ to these disciples, and, therefore, they 
preached the gospel as Jesus wanted it preached
to reject their word is to reject him ijesus and Jeho
vah). 

Now, we are ready for the gospel that Paul 
preached. We preach the gospel Paul preached for 
four reasons. 

The first reason is that it is the power of God 
unto salvation. Who said so? The apostle Paul in Ro
mans, first chapter, 16th verse: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the jew first, and also 
to the Greek. For therein is revealed a righ
teousness of God from faith unto faith: as it 
is written, But the righteous shall live by 
faith. 

The Greek word dunamis is here translated 
"power" - the word from which we get "dynamic," 
"dynamo," dynamite." The gospel is God's dynamite 
- unto salvation. 

The gospel is the power of God to save souls, 
and if I am going to save souls, I must preach the gos
pel Paul preached, because that is the power that 
God uses in saving men. 

If I am interested along social lines and I go out 
and lecture to people, I might do them some good in 
that respect, but if am after the salvation of men, if I 
am not trying to better conditions on earth alone, 
not simply trying to improve civic and social condi
tions, but trying to improve spiritual conditions and 
give men not only better life here, but hope of eter
nal life hereafter, then I must carry that to them 
which can reach their hearts and save them, and that 
is the gospel. 

We preach the gospel Paul preached because it 
has saved people, and does save. Not only is it the 
power of God to save, but it does save. It has demon
strated the fact that it works and does save souls. 
Who said that? 

Paul, First Corinthians, fifteenth chapter, says: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand: by which also ye are saved, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you, un
less ye have believed in vain. 

Paul declares to the Corinthian Christians that 
they had been saved by the gospel - by the gospel 
which he preached unto them. And in the fourth 
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chapter of this same Corinthian letter, in the fif
teenth verse he said: "For though ye have ten thou
sand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fa
thers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through 
the gospel." 

These people at Corinth had been begotten by 
the gospel Paul preached - had been saved by the 
gospel that Paul preached. If we want people to be 
born into the family of God - if we want their souls 
saved - we must preach the gospel which saved two 
thousand years ago, and which will save now. 
· Thirdly, we preach the gospel that Paul preached 

because it came to Paul, by a direct revelation. Paul 
said that in Galatians, first chapter and eleventh verse 
- that "the gospel was not given to him by men, nor 
did he receive it from men, nor was he taught it, but it 
came unto him through a revelation of Jesus Christ." 

When I preach the gospel that came to Paul, I am 
not preaching a theory - I am not preaching an hy
pothesis- I_ am not preaching that which has been 
born from the brain of philosophers-! am not 
preaching anything that had its origin in the earth
I am preaching something that came directly from 
heaven through the Holy Spirit; and then that same 
gospel that came to Paul two thousand years. 

Again, we preach the gospel Paul preached, for 
the reason that if we preach any other gospel we are 
anathema, or cut off forever from God, from divine 
favor, and therefore with no hope of ever passing 
into his presence to live forever. Who said that? The 
Apostle Paul. He says it here in Galatians, first chap
ter, sixth and seventh verses, and in the eighth re
peats it, that even though he - even Paul himself
"preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unto you, let him be anathema." 

It makes no difference how learned a man is; it 
makes no difference how eloquent he is; if he 
preaches any gospel other than that which Paul 
preached, he is anathema. He may speak with a sil
ver tongue, his words and phrases may flow in rhyth
mical cadences and musical measure, but if the mes
sage that they announce is not the gospel revealed 

· through the Holy Spirit long ago, he is under the 
frown of heaven. 

Though vast audiences may be held motionless 
by the power of such a preacher, or may be con
vulsed with laughter, or moved to tears at wi'll by 
him, still if he preach a perverted gospel, he is irrevo
cably cut off from divine favor. 

Even if an angel from heaven should come to 
earth and begin to lead men to look to something 
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other than the good views of the atoning blood of 
the cross for salvation, that angel would be sent to 
the Tartarean prison and forever banished from the 
presence of God. 

Then if a man will not preach the gospel Paul 
preached because it is the power of God unto salva
tion and has actually saved and because it came to 
Paul by revelation, he ought to preach it in order to 
escape eternal condemnation himself. 

These four reasons we offer for preaching the 
gospel Paul preached and each reason is based on a 
statement from Paul. 

The word "gospel," according to the English 
lexicon means "good news," "glad tidin.gs" or "sweet 
story." The gospel Paul preached must have been 
"good news" or "glad tidings." But just what is this 
"good news? It must have been good news, but 
"good news" is a general term and gives no idea as to 
what particular good news Paul carried. 

Peter wrote, "For the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin 
at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the 
gospel of God ( 1 Pet. 4: 17). 

The expression, "obey not the gospel of God," 
proves the gospel can be obeyed. It must therefore 
carry conditions and bring obligations upon those 
who hear it. Peter's language not only implies that 
the gospel can be obeyed but it indicates that the end 
of those who do not obey will be fearful. If judgment 
is to begin with God's own children, what shall be 
the end of those who obey not the gospel? 

Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica: 
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Seeing it is a righteo us thing with God to 

recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
you; And to you who are troubled rest with 
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels. In 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gos
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power; When he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe (because our testi
mony among you was believed) in that day 
(2 Thess. 1:6-1 0). 

From this we understand the gospel is not only 
something that can be obeyed, but that it must be 
obeyed. Paul clearly declares that all those who obey 
not the gospel will be punished with everlasting de
struction from the presence of God and the glory of 
his power. 

My friends, you have heard what Paul said. You 
can not be saved unless you obey the gospel. Have 
you obeyed the gospel? If not, what do you expect? 
Do you think Paul was mistaken? Surely you do not 
discredit his statement. Then you have no hope un
less you obey the gospel. Is there anybody present 
tonight who has not obeyed the gospel? What do 
you say? Where do you stand tonight? If you have 
not obeyed the gospel you have no hope. 

Now let us go to First Corinthians, fifteenth 
chapter: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you, un 
less ye have believed in vain. For I delivered 
unto you fi rst of a ll that which I a lso re
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins ac
cording to the scriptures; And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures: And that he was 
seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After 
that, he was seen of above five hundred 
brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some a re 
fallen asleep. Afte r that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles. And last of 
all he was seen of me a lso, as o f one bo rn 
out of due time (1 Cor. 16:1 -9). 

Well, I have found it and that ought not to be 
hard to preach. There is no need fo r any one to per
vert that. It is just the facts o f the old, o ld story of 

Jesus and his love. How that Christ died for our sins, 
was buried and rose again the third day. Then the 
rest of the chapter is taken up on that third point
that Jesus was raised from the dead and was seen by 
witnesses. No wonder Paul had said to these Corin
thians, "I determine to know nothing among you, 
save Jesus Christ and him crucified." That is the gos
pel and if he had preached anything else - or any
thing contrary to this, or that violated that, he would 
have been anathema. 

Also it is no wonder Paul said to the Galatians, 
"God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." That is the gospel. After 
Christ suffered that shameful death to save men, if I 
should presumptuously set that sacrifice at naught, 
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make it void, and tell men to trust their own strength 
and wisdom or their morality, their lodges, or any
thing else for salvation, I would deserve to be anath
ema. 

I see Paul's viewpoint now. That is what it means 
to pervert the gospel: to direct the minds of men 
away from the gift of Christ to the works, wisdom or 
schemes of men. 

I now reread it and write it down or abbreviate 
it, here on this black board. 

"Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you, the 
gospel which I preached unto you .... by which ye 
were saved .... For I delivered unto you that which I 
also received." 

Well, where did you receive it, Paul? 
"I received it by a revelation from Jesus Christ" 

(Gal. 1:11). 
"For I delivered unto you that which I also re

ceived how that Christ died" - {that D. stands for 
death). (The speaker makes a large D on the black 
board as he reads): 

"For our sins according to. the scriptures; and 
that he was buried [makes a B] and that he was raised 
[makes an R again the third day according to the 
scriptures." 

There we have it. The death, burial and resurrec
tion of our Lord. Those are the basic facts of the gos
pel. 

But some one is ready, perhaps, to remind us that 
the word gospel means good news, and to ask what 
good news there is in the death, burial, and resurrec
tion of Christ? 

You did not read the passage carefully. Why did 
Christ die? For his own sins? No; he "died for our 
sins." Is there any good news in the fact that when 
you were lost in sin, without God and without hope, 
Jesus took your place and died for you? 

That is not all. He rose from the dead and 
thereby brought the hope of eternal life to the world. 
Now you see the good news, I am sure. 

But here is another question: How can you obey 
the death, burial and resurrection of Christ? Paul 
says we must obey the gospel, and he says this is the 
gospel - represented here by this D. B. R. How can 
.you obey that? Can you answer that question? If not, 
what are you going to do, since you must obey the 
gospel or be lost? 

I could not answer that question if Paul had not 
given me the answer. I will let Paul tell you how that 
is. In Romans, sixth chapter and seventeenth verse, 
we have this language: 
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But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were 
servants of sin, ye became obedient from 
the heart to that teaching whereunto ye 
were delivered; and being made free from 
sin, ye became servants of righteousness. 

Here Paul declares that these people were made 
free from sin when they obeyed from their hearts the 
form of doctrine or teaching which was delivered 
unto them. Paul said he delivered the gospel - how 
that Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose 
again the third day. That is what Paul delivered and 
what all others must have delivered or else they were 
accursed. Now these Romans had obeyed the form, 
mould, pattern or likeness of that doctrine. A form or 
likeness of the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ. What is that form or likeness? 

Can you, my friends, point to a specific form of 
doctrine that you obeyed in becoming free from sin? 
Was there a likeness of Christ's death, burial and res
urrection? What is that form? Let Paul tell us: 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin, that grace may abound ? God forbid. 
We who died to sin, how shall we any 
longer live there'in? Or are ye ignorant that 
all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were bur
ied therefore with him through baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Fa
ther, so we also migh t walk in newness of 
life. For if we have become united with him 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also 
in the likeness of his resurrection; knowing 
this, that our old man was crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be done 
away, that so we should no longer be in 
bondage to sin; for he that hath died is jus
tified from sin (Rom. 6: 1-8). 

There we have the complete likeness. Let us run 
out these lines and see the perfect form. Look at this 
diagram once more. 

"Know ye not that as many of you as were bap
tized unto Christ were baptized into his death, 
[speaker draws line from Baptism to Death]. Where
fore being buried with him by baptism [draws line 
from Baptism to Burial] into death; [connects D. and 
B.] that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
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[draws line from Baptism to Resurrection] by the 
glory of the Father, so we also should walk in new
ness of life." 

There is a likeness of Christ's death; a likeness of 
his burial and a likeness of his resurrection in our 
death to sin, our burial in baptism and our resurrec
tion to a new life. But some one may object that such 
an arrangement makes baptism the whole thing. No 
indeed, beloved. However it does make the whole 
process become visible and actual in baptism. Bap
tism pictures and symbolizes the complete form. But 
it must be a baptism into death. There must be a like
ness of the death or else the baptism is invalid. There 
must be a likeness of the burial or your baptism is in
valid. You have not obeyed the form - you have not 
obeyed the gospel. Also there must be a likeness of 
his resurrection or the baptism is invalid and you 
have not obeyed the gospel 

In this sixth chapter of Romans Paul was not dis
cussing baptism. No inspired man ever discussed 
baptism. It is not discussed in the Bible. The resur
rection is discussed. Spiritual gifts are discussed, but 
baptism is not discussed. It is commanded and we see 
people obeying the command in the Bible, but the 
question is not discussed. 

Do you see the argument, my friends? To assure 
these people that they were no longer servants of sin, 
Paul reminded them that their obedience to the gos
pel had symbolized a death, a burial and a resurrec
tion. Look back down the path over which you have 
come. Do you see that grave - the grave of baptism? 
That is where the old man died. That is where a life 
to sin came to an end. That is where a life to righ
teousness began. 
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You die to sin when you hear the gospel and be
lieve it, and the desire to live on in sin dies out in 
your heart and you earnestly desire to flee away 
from sinful things and serve God in the beauty of ho
liness. With such a state of mind you confess your 
faith in Christ and show outwardly your desire to 
quit sins- your death to sin- by your burial in 
baptism. 

Your faith and your repentance both are visual
ized, actualized and declared by your baptism. A 
burial indicates a death has occurred. If people have 
not died to sin they can not be biblically baptized 
into Christ. They may be ducked, but they are not 
baptized. 

Friends, baptism alone is not all, rather it is noth
ing, it is even impossible, but a real baptism must be 
preceded by genuine faith and sincere repentance -
by death to sin. This concludes the sermon and we 
will now rehearse the points: 

• The gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
-Rom. 1:16 

• The gospel does save - has saved - 1 Cor. 
15:1-2 

• The gospel came to Paul by divine revelation 
-Gal. 1:11 

• If any preach any other gospel than that which 
Paul preached he is anathema- Gal. 1:6-8 

• The gospel must be obeyed - 2 Thess. 1:7-11 
• The gospel is the death of Christ for our sins, 

his burial and resurrection - 1 Cor. 15: 1•4 · 
• We obey the form of this doctrine- this gos

pel- Rom. 6:17 
• We are baptized into the likeness of Christ's 

death. We are buried with him by baptism. We are 
raised in the likeness of his resurrection -Rom. 6:1-6. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston. TX 77269 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign• or 
premillenialism, which some connect with that 
event. BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Fp 

June 2005 27 
'J:irm Foundation 



Potpourri ... 
Potpourri may smell sweet, but not always. This 

column deals with the good and the bad, the 
beautiful and the ugly. But that is the way life 

is. Christians need to keep abreast of current events 
- so here we go ... 

Co&&le - R.I.P. 
C9>Tullahoma, Tenn. - Sandra Cobble, 72, died 

April 20,2005. She is survived by some distant rela
tives who apparently have had no contact with her 
for many years. She considered her spiritual family 
to be her real brothers and sisters. She was a ne
glected and abused child who dropped out of high 
school and married. After she obeyed the gospel, and 
was taught that she was precious and va luable 
enough for Christ to die for her, she finished high 
school and enrolled in college. Before she finished 
undergraduate work she was hit by a drunken driver 
and paralyzed from the waist down. In that condi
tion, she learned to use a typewriter and computer, 
finished her Master 's and Doctor's Degrees in Minis
try, her T h. D. and most of a Ph.D. H er grades were 
the highest in the history of the school, and she re
ceived commendations from President Reagan and 
Nancy, and the Secreta ry of Education. She wrote 
more than 30 articles of insp iration, hope and en
couragement, published by most of the religious 
journals connected with the church. Her funeral was 
in Tullahoma, Tenn., on April 23 at 10 a.m. con
ducted by T. Pierce Brown - once again we tip our 
hat to the inimitable T. Pierce Brown. 

Death 
!?>"That through death He might destroy him 

that had the power of death." - Hebrews 2:14 
Death has no sting for the child of God, because 

the devil 's power over it is destroyed. The 
Redeemer's death and resurrection, enables the child 
of God to embrace his last hour on earth. Living near 
the cross of Calvary the redeemed think of death 
with pleasure, and welcome it when it comes with 
joy. It is sweet to die in the Lord. It is a libation -
Paul called it splendo - a last "offering." Death is 
not banishment, it is going home to the many man
sions. We are not far from home - a moment will 
bring us there. "Absent from the body, present with 
the Lord." 
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When the saint of God on earth closes his eyes
of-flesh for the last time, ir will seem to him that he 
immediately opens his spirit-enlightened-eyes to the 
incredible glories of the rewards Jesus has promised 
to give him. There will be no sense of the passage of 
time between death and resurrection. This is true be
cause the unseen spirit world is boundless and time
less. 

In the highest heaven there are no calendars, no 
clocks, and "In that land of fadeless day, they count 
not time by years; for there is no night there." Time 
is not a constraint of eterni ty. The concept of time 
and the concept of eternity are mutually exclusive. In 
the place where spirits are consoled and comforted 
in anticipation of rhe resurrection there will be no 
time. God inhabits that borderless and ageless land 
where the redeemed go when the spirit is liberated 
from the flesh, and in that place "one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." 
David wrote, "For a thousand years in thy sight are 
but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the 
night." 

So, it is "good-bye" here, and "welcome home" 
hereafter. The goodbye and the welcome may be 
separated by eons of earth time, bur it will pass in 
that realm of the soul like the blink of an eye. 

There nothing to fear, seeing that through the 
resurrection of the Lord death has no victory and its 
sting is no more. As one poet said, "Death, be not 
proud." 
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Dispute 
OWASHINGTON, April 18 - The Supreme 

Court added an important new religion case to its 
docket on Monday, agreeing to decide whether the 
government can ban the importation of a hallucino
genic tea that is central to the religious rituals of a 
small Brazil-based church. 

The case raises the broader question of how the 
court will interpret, in the context of an illegal drug, 
a law that ordinarily requires the federal government 
to refrain to the maximum extent possible from in
terfering with religious practices. 

lights oflacial and lthnic Persons 
0 Racism is the combination of the power to 

dominate by one race over other races and a value 
system that assumes that the dominant race is in
nately superior to the others. Racism includes both 
personal and institutional racism. Personal racism is 
manifested through the individual expressions, atti
tudes, and/or behaviors that accept the assumptions 
of a racist value system and that maintain the ben
efits of this system. 

Institutional racism is the established social pat
tern that supports implicitly or explicitly the racist 
value system. Racism plagues and cripples our 
growth in Christ, inasmuch as it is antithetical to the 
gospel itself. White people are unfairly granted privi
leges and benefits that are denied to persons of color. 
Racism breeds racial discrimination. We define racial 
discrimination as the disparate treatment and lack of 
full access to resources and opportunities in the 
church and in society based on race or ethnicity. 
Therefore, we recognize racism as sin and affirm the 
ultimate and temporal worth of all persons. 

We rejoice in the gifts that particular ethnic his
tories and cultures bring to our total life. We com
mend and encourage the self-awareness of all racial 
and ethnic groups and oppressed people that leads 
them to demand their just and equal rights as mem
bers of society. We assert the obligation of society 
and groups within the society to implement compen
satory programs that redress long-standing, systemic 
social deprivation of racial and ethnic people. 

We further assert the right of members of racial 
and ethnic groups to equal opportunities in employ
ment and promotion; to education and training of 
the highest quality; to nondiscrimination in voting, 
in access to public accommodations, and in ~ousing 
purchase or rental; to credit, financial loans, venture 
capital, and insurance policies; and to positions of 

leadership and power in all elements of our life to
gether. We support affirmative action as one method 
of addressing the inequalities and discriminatory 
practices within our Church and society. 

From The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church- 2004. Copyright 2004 by The 
United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permis
sion. 

f6e Social Community 
OThe rights and privileges a society bestows 

upon or withholds from those who comprise it indi
cate the relative esteem in which that society holds 
particular persons and groups of persons. 

We affirm all persons as equally valuable in the 
sight of God. We therefore work toward societies in 
which each person's value is recognized, maintained, 
arid strengthened. 
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We support the basic rights of all persons to 
equal access to housing, education, communication, 
employment, medical care, legal redress for griev
ances, and physical protection. We deplore acts of 
hate or violence against groups or persons based on 
race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religious 
affiliation, or economic status. 

Rights of Racial and Ethnic Persons I Rights of 
Religious Minorities I Rights of Children I Rights of 
Young People I Rights of the Aging I Rights of 
Women I Rights of Persons with Disabilities ! Equal 
Rights Regardless of Sexual Orientation I Popula
tion I Alcohol and Other Drugs I Tobacco I Medi
cal Experimentation I Genetic Technology I Rural 
Life I Sustainable Agriculture I Urban-Suburban 
Life I Media Violence and Christian Values I Infor
mation Communication Technology I Persons Living 
with HIV and AIDS I Right to Health Care I Organ 
Transplantation and Donation 

From The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church- 2004. Copyright 2004 by The 
United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permis
sion. 

Alter-sex Pill 
OCHICAGO, Apr. 18- [G]ov. Rod R. Blagojevich 

ordered pharmacies to fill prescriptions for women 
wanting the new "morning after" pill, even if it meant 
putting aside their employees' personal views. 

"The governor is trying to make a decision that 
must be left to the pharmacy," said State Senator 
Watson, whose family business, Watson's Drug Store 
in Greenville, Ill., does not stock the pill. "It's an in
fringement on a business decision and also on the 
pharmacist's right of conscience." 

Senator Watson ... and Governor Blagojevich ... 
are the latest combatants in a growing battle over 
emergency contraception. In at least 23 states, legis
lators and other elected officials have passed laws or 
are considering measures in a debate that has at
tracted many of the same advocates and prompted 
much of the same intensity as the fight over abor-

·tion. 
In some states, legislators are pushing laws that 

would explicitly grant pharmacists the right to refuse 
to dispense drugs related to contraception or abor
tion on moral grounds. Others want to require phar
macies to fill any legal prescription for birth control, 
much like Governor Blagojevich's emergency rule in 
Illinois, which requires pharmacies that stock the 
morning-after pill to dispense it without delay. And 
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in some states, there are proposals or newly enacted 
laws to make the morning-after pill more accessible, 
by requiring hospitals to offer it to rape victims or 
allowing certain pharmacists to sell it without a pre
scription. 

Some of the bills could become moot if the Food 
and Drug Administration approves the morning-after 
pill for over-the-counter sale by pharmacists, some
thing advocates for women's reproductive rights and 
several senators have pressured the agency to do. 

If over-the-counter sales are allowed, experts on 
the issue say, pharmacists who do not want to pro
vide the pill on moral grounds could simply decide 
not to stock it, which current state laws already al
low them to do. 

1he Wesley Bunch 
OSome Methodists at www.theymustrepent.com 

are collecting signatures to have two fellow Method
ists, George W. Bush and Dick Cheney, kicked out of 
the church for their part in the Iraq war. Such action 
is necessary, they say, "Because the President claims 
his decision to go to war was guided by prayer.· It 
doesn't say here what happens if George W. repents 
and promises to pray no more. 

Through the 

Bible 
A Systematic Study 
of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by David Roper 

Challenge yourself to a special study of the entire 
Bible, Genesis through Revelation, over the next 
year. These lessons provide an overview of all 66 
books. Personal involvement is the key to per
sonal benefit. Study the comments in this book as 
you read and meditate on the selected pas
sages from the Bible. The suggested reading 
schedule is 3 or 4 chapters a day. This will give you 
a good sample of each book and by the end of 
the year you will have studied every book in the 
Bible. 
•Background material on each book 
• Outline of each book 

· • Practical lessons 
•Sermon outline from a valuable lesson 
• Paperback • 304 pgs. 

$9.00 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax. 
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,,, ... 
OI.:Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper, 

regularly reports on terrorist acts around the world 
but assiduously avoids mentioning that they are al
most all associated with radical Islam ... But a more 
candid view is offered in a lead editorial in La Civilta 
Cattolica, a Jesuit-edited magazine that is also vetted 
by the Vatican secretariat of state. The editorial speaks 
straightforwardly about "terrorism of Islamic origin." 
"There is a tragic conceptual connection beginning in 
New York on September 11, 2001, and reaching 
Beslan, in North Ossetia, on September 1, 2004." The 
editors then list the dozens of incidents, with their 
many hundreds of deaths, perpetrated by "terrorism 
of Islamic origin." 'In reality, Islamic terrrorism has 
not changed the goals that it has pursued since its ori
gin [up to] the work of Osama bin Laden: to fight the 
Jews and the 'crusaders' (the Christians, seen as invet
erate enemies of Islam); to fight against the Western 
world- and the United States in the first instance
that seeks to dominate the Islamic peoples and rob 
them of their riches, and which, moreover, because of 
its atheism and corruption, constitutes a grave threat 
to the Islamic faith; to vindicate the offenses and dam
ages that Western colonialism has inflicted upon the 
dignity of the Islamic peoples and upon their culture 
and economic development; to strip of power the 
governments of majority Islamic countries that are 
allied with the West and have permitted the American 
military to trample upon the holy ground of Muslim 
countries and have served as logistic and military 
bases to fight against other Muslim countries and de
prive them of their oil, the great resource that Allah 
has given to the 'believers,' denying it to the 'infidels'" 
(First Things, Feb. 2005). 

lule lor Abortions 
OWASHINGTON, April 27 - The House passed 

a bill on Wednesday making it a federal crime for any 
adult to transport an under-age girl across state lines 
to have an abortion without the consent of her par
ents. A vote on a similar bill is expected in the Senate 
later this spring or early this summer, and backers 
says its chances are good (New York Times, Apr. 28, 
2005). 

Marriage 
0 Kansans overwhelmingly voted to add a ban on 

gay marriage and civil unions to their state constitu
tion, 70 percent to 29 percent. But the referendum's 
staunchest supporter predicted it won't stand. "All 
these state amendments are going to be struck down 

by federal judges," said Matt Daniels president of the 
Alliance for Marriage. "We're in a race now - in a 
race between the democratic process in Kansas and 
other states and the federal courts" (World, Apr. 16, 
2005). 

Coasfaafiae's Sword 
0 The Pius War includes a brilliant critique of 

John Carroll's Constantine's Sword by Robert Louis 
Wilken. "At the end of the day ... Constantine's 
Sword is not really a book about Christian theology 
of the Jews. Its subject is Christian theology tout 
court, and its polemic springs from the currently 
fashionable 'ideology of religious pluralism'-what 
might be termed horror at strong opinions. Carroll 
wants a Christianity that celebrates a 'Jesus whose 
saving act is only one disclosure of the divine love 
available to all,' and calls for a pluralism of 'belief 
and worship, of religion and no religion, that honors 
God by defining God as beyond every human effort 
to express God.' What we have, then, is a rather con
ventional cultural critique of Christianity. The Jews 
are the victims par excellence of the excesses of re
vealed religion. But what Carroll forgets is that the 
Jews, too, believe in revelation. If Christians, on the 
basis of Scriptures and the Christian tradition, can
not confess Jesus as Lord, can the Jews, on the basis 
of Scriptures and Jewish tradition, claim that they 
are the elect people of God? In Carroll's brave new 
world there will be neither Jews nor Christians" (Ff, 
Feb. 2005). 

Instrumental Music 
in the Public Worship 

by John L. Giradeau 

Introduction written 
by Winford Claiborne 

This book is published by the International Gospel Hour, 
a radio program sponsored by churches of Christ. It Is a 
very scholarly book by a Presbyterian preacher reprinted to 
show that churches of Christ are not alone In opposing In
strumental music in worship. 

Dr. Girardeau taught for many years at Columbia Theo
logical Seminary In Columbia, S.C. This book is his answer 
to students who asked him why he opposed instrumental 
music In the worship of the church. We do not support Dr. 
Glradeau•s denominational thoughts on other topics, but his 
thoughts opposing Instrumental music in worship are well 
worth the study. paperback • 200 pgs. 

$10.00 
plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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fiaser 
OThe movie Kinsey takes us back half a century to 

the crucial role of Alfred Kinsey in launching a sexual 
revolution whose fall;.out is still powerfully present. 
There is abundant reason to be sharply critical of 
Kinsey and his research. It is not necessary to exagger
ate, as some conservative critics of the movie have 
done. I think columnist John Leo gets it about right 
"Years ago, I covered the world of sex research as part 
of my social-science beat at Time magazine. I quickly 
figured out that a lot of people in this world seemed to 
have entered it because of their unusual sexual tastes, 
opinions, or problems. I think this was certainly true 
earlier of Kinsey as well. He was an exhibitionist, a 
voyeur, and a masochist. (This is handled in the movie 
by Kinsey's wife's discovering he has sliced his fore
skin. But Kinsey did more grotesque things to his geni
tals than you want to read about here.) One biogra
pher, James H. Jones, argues that Kinsey was gay from 
the beginning and riven with guilt about it, but he 
married and thought of himself as bisexual. The obvi
ous question here is this: What are the odds that a 
researcher with this set of orientations and attitudes 
would be drawn to the conclusion that all sexual be
havior is equal and that orgasms (and nothing else) 
count, certainly not how you achieve them or with 
whom? I would say the odds are very, very good. The 
movie stresses how relentlessly non-judgmental 
Kinsey was. But as the late evolutionary biologist 
Stephen jay Gould once wrote, Kinsey's absence of 
judgment was itself a form of judgment. Kinsey wrote: 
What is right for one individual may be wrong for the 
next; and what is sin and abomination to one may be 
a worthwhile part of the next individual's life.' That 
certainly defined Kinsey's own sexual demons out of 
existence, but it left the field of sexology with a taboo
breaking, anything-goes legacy. It also left one huge 
open area that has stained sexology ever since: adult
child sex. Outraged critics of Kinsey often focus on 
Table 34 of the male book. It lists the sexual responses 
of children acquired from one of Kinsey's sources, a 
pedophile who kept detailed records of his child 
rapes, including those of a baby of five months and a 
four-year-old he sexually manipulated for twenty
four hours. As a nonjudgmental person, Kinsey of 
course did not bother turning the pedophile over to 
the law. His critics accuse Kinsey of 'Mengele medi
cine,' meaning that he presided over Nazi-like experi
ments. Not so. We have no evidence that Kinsey and 
his team conducted or approved of any child rapes. 
He just used the records of pedophiles, coldly de-
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scribed in the first Kinsey report as males who 'With 
their adult backgrounds are able to recognize and in
terpret the boys' experiences.' Table 34 was a moral 
horror, and neither Kinsey nor his patron, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, seemed to think that any
thing was amiss." As Leo notes, Kinsey did not explic
itly endorse "intergenerational sex," but he did write 
that the damage to children who have sex with adults 
is attributable to society's horrified reaction. The ad
vocates of adult-child sex have invoked his authority 
ever since. When he was writing about these things for 
Ttme, Leo says, "the air was thick with sex-world ar
guments in favor of incest and adult-child sex." Fortu
nately, that is less the case today, and the movie evades 
some of what might gently be called the more contro
versial aspects of Kinsey and his research. Unfortu
nately, the portrayal of Kinsey as a bold scientist defy
ing the taboos of an ignorant society will probably 
seduce the gullible into buying his debased view of 
sexual desire and behavior in the "human animal." 
For those for whom their urges are their commands, it 
is an easy sell (First Things, Feb. 2005). 

Building or remodeling? 

National Interior 
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Your one-source supplier 
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• Funeral homes 
• Nursing homes 
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equipment; cabinets/shelving/storage units; vacuum 
cleaners, commercial, light duty; carpet cleaners; 
and more. 
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Girls Will Be Girls 
{9}The Episcopal Church has an Office of 

Women's Ministries, and its website recently posted 
A Women's Eucharist: A Celebration of the Divine 
Feminine. Apparently it is a Druid rite involving the 
adoration of women's water, menstrual blood, and 
breasts. Very edgy, as they say. The website also pro
motes books such as The Book of the Goddess Past 
and Present, Goddesses Who Rule, and Beginners 
Guide to Wicca. Diane Knippers, an Episcopalian 
and head of the Institute on Religion and Democ
racy, is not pleased. She said, "It is bizarre to have to 
remind the Office of Women's Ministry that the 
Episcopal Church is a Christian church." There you 
have it, just as we were warned. Those crazy right
wingers are now trying to impose Christianiry on the 
churches. What's next? 

Primates 
{9}Mixed and somewhat confusing is the way to 

describe the responses to the February meeting of 
Anglican primates (heads of the thirty-eight prov
inces) in Newry, Northern Ireland. Some liberals and 
conservatives said they were pleased, while other lib
erals and conservatives were deeply disappo inted. 
The issues, of course, have to do with the American 
consecration of an actively gay bishop and the Cana
dian blessing of same-sex unions. A number of 
primates had declared that their churches were no 
longer in full communion with the chu rc hes of the 
United States and Canada. At the Newry meeting 
it was unanimously agreed to "request the Episcopal 
Church and the Anglican Church of Canada to volun
tarily withdraw" from the Anglican Consultative 
Council for three years, during which time the offend
ing churches should mend their ways o r offer a 
persuasive theological case for their rejection of the 
communion's teaching on the immorality of homo
sexual acts. At the start of the Newry meeting, it was 
agreed that the tradition of daily Eucharist would be 
dropped. Led by Archbishop Peter Akinola of N igeria, 
a number of primates insisted that unity in doc
trine must precede uniry in the Eucharist. Anglicans 
are famous for a mastery of ambiguities that facilitates 
muddling through, but it would seem that the action 
at Newry is strikingly straightforward. The American 
and Canadian churches are disinvi ted from meetings 
of the Anglican Consultative Council and the primates 
are not able to participate in the same Eucharist. It is 
no longer a question of whether communion among 
the Anglican churches will be broken. The only fair 

reading of the Newry meeting is that communion has 
been broken. To be sure, there is a further three-year 
period for discussion, negotiation, persuasion, and 
accommodation. But restoring communion would 
seem to depend on the North American churches re
pudiating w hat they have done or convincing the 
other churches either to fo llow suit or to agree that 
what the North Americans have done is not church
dividing after all. These possibilities appear ro be ex
tremely improbable. If it is now formally the case that 
Episcopalians in the United States, along with their 
counterparts in Canada, are no more than a minor 
part of liberal old- line Pro testantism. They once 
claimed, and their friends may continue to hope, that 
they are much more than that. 

Do Tell 
\9iA headline in the New York Times reads, "Jesu

its Show Strength As Their N umbers Shrink. " 

Bird Brain 
~9iAccording to Reuters, gay and lesbian organi

zations are in an uproar. It seems that male penguins 
in the zoo of Bremerhave n, Germany, have been at
tempting to mate with one another and to hatch off
spring out of stones. The zoo has imported some fe
male penguins from Scandinavia. In response to pro
tests, the zoo's director, Heike Kueck, says, "Nobody 
here is trying to break up same-sex pairs by force . We 
don't know if the males are really gay or just got ro
gether because of a lack of females." The protesters 
are not appeased. Giving the penguins a choice 
would deprive them of the choice of being gay. And 
who knows whether, given time enough, the stones 
might hatch? 

The 
Collapse 
of 
Evolution 
by Scott M. Huse, Ph.D. 

The author goes to geology, physics, mathematics, biology, 
and anthropology in order to establish the scientific validity of 
creation and the flood. Or. Huse critiques commonly cited 
"proofs" of evolution. Well written and easy to read, the third 
edition includes numerous revisions, plus two new chapters 
on astronomy and archaeology. 0-8010-5774-4 pb, 224 pgs. 

$14.99 
$4.00 s&h ·Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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fo Go or Not to Go 
$A number of universities around the country 

are accommodating transgendered, transsexual, and 
otherwise ambiguously self-identified persons who 
protest the heteronormativity of restrooms desig
nated for men and women. Matthew Rose, a doc
toral student at the University of Chicago, and foot
ball star of Wabash College reports: "The University 
of Chicago has just supplied us with a number of 
bathrooms for those 'uncomfortable' about classify
ing themselves within the hegemonic taxonomies of 
bourgeois heteronormativity. The new bathrooms 
are private and much nicer than the bathrooms for 
those of us who have timidly accepted the social con
struction of our maleness or femaleness. They are so 
much nicer, in fact, that I use them regularly. When I 
was confronted about using the bathroom by a con
fused looking 'somebody,' I simply replied, 'I'm not 
comfortable calling myself a man on this campus."' 

Speculation 
0 "In fact, the breadth and extent of the anti-evo

lutionary movement that has spread almost unno
ticed across the country should force American poli
ticians to think twice about how their public expres
sions of religious belief are beginning to affect educa
tion and science. The deeply religious nature of the 
United States should not be allowed to stand in the 
way of the thirst for knowledge or the pursuit of sci
ence. Once it does, it won't be long before the 
American scientific community - which already has 
trouble finding enough young Americans to fill its 
graduate schools - ceases to lead the world." That is 
the editorial voice of the Washington Post. 

The alarm is prompted, of course, by the efforts 
of school districts to teach students that evolution is 
a theory. That evolution is a theory is a fact, unless 
somebody has changed the definition of theory with
out notifying the makers of dictionaries. The "search 
for knowledge" and "the pursuit of science," one 
might suggest, will suffer grievously if we no longer 
respect the distinction between theory and fact. To 

. argue that skepticism about the theory of evolution 
is inadmissible if it is motivated by religion is simply 
a form of anti-religious bigotry. 

Some school boards have suggested that students 
should know that evolution is not the only theory 

Firm Foundation Books 
http://www.bible-infonet.org/ 
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about the origin and development of life. What they 
want students to know is an indisputable fact. There 
are other theories supported by very reputable scien
tists, including theories of evolution other than the 
established version to which students are now bul
lied into giving their assent. On any question, the ra
tional and scientific course is to take into account all 
pertinent evidence and explanatory proposals. We 
can know that the quasi-religious establishment of a 
narrow evolutionary theory as dogma is in deep 
trouble when its defenders demand that alternative 
ideas must not be discussed or even mentioned in the 
classroom. Students, school boards, and thoughtful 
citizens are in fully justified rebellion against this at
tempted stifling of intellectual inquiry. 

You Can Help! 
The chilling winds of liberalism blow with increasing 
boldness across the landscape, and it is inevitable 
that compromise and unbelief will assault the walls 
of Zion and the bulwarks of faith. We invite your 
participation as we stand firm against adverse winds 
to assure that the present and unborn generations 
may continue to have the benefit of the undenom
inational church ·of Christ. 

If you enjoy and benefit from reading the Firm 
Foundation, please help increase our readership. It 
will enhance the work we are aiming to do. Thou
sands of people receive the Firm Foundation each 
month, and if each one of you will recommend the 
paper to your friends it will be deeply appreciated and 
will greatly increase our ability to rebuke change 
agents and exhort the faithful. 

You may want to consider subscribing to the paper 
for your preachers and elders as a gift to enable them 
to feed their flocks more effectively, or subscribe for 
anyone who is interested in knowing religious truth 
and growing in righteousness. Some elders subscribe 
for the entire congregation over which '1he Holy Spirit 
has made them bishops." 

If you are sympathetic with the aims and objec
tives of this paper, we earnestly solicit your financial 
help. Join our effort by making donations to the Firm 
Foundation to assure that our voice will continue to be 
heard as we plead for the Old Paths. 

Please join with us today. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269 

(800) 572-3617 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Why am I hearing so much these days 
about the "argument from silence"? Why do 

some preachers believe in that so strongly? (M. S.) 

A nswer: To start with, may I say, if it is not being 
"ridden as a hobby horse," I am glad you are 

hearing "so much" about it "these days." It is an im
p~rtant su~ject and in many places nothing is being 
said about It at all. Hermeneutics is a frequent topic 
of current conversion. Hermeneutics has to do with 
how one understands and applies written texts, and, 
of course, the texts which preachers and others in 
the church are primarily discussing are the biblical 
texts. 

The frequently repeated saying, "We speak 
where the Bible speaks, and we are silent where the 
Bible is silent," is a hermeneutical principle. It is em
phasized by those of us who believe we should try to 
be today what the Lord through his apostles taught 
the church to be in the first century. 

How are we to "be silent where the Bible is si
lent"? Does that mean, "If the Bible doesn't autho
rize it, we don't do it?" Or "If the Bible doesn't for
bid it, we don't forbid it"? 

One writer well said, "We ought to treat the si
lence of scriptu re just as we do silence in any normal 
communication." So we should! From our earliest 
childhood experiences, we begin to learn how si
lence functions in normal conversation. 

Mother tells a toddler, "Go play in the back 
yard." Because of patient instruction and discipline, 
the child understands that allows (authorizes) anum
ber of enjoyable games and activities, engaged in 
within particular confines. 

He also, by the same processes, learns the signifi
cance of silence, of what was left unsaid. "In the back 
yard" does not include "in the street," or even, "in 
the neighbor's yard." "Play" does not include "dig 
up the flower bed." Those alternatives are ruled out 
when "back yard" and "play" are specified. 

So in scripture, "sing" does not include play a pi
ano or strum a guita r; "baptize" (literally, immerse) 

does not include sprinkle water on; the sum total of 
what we are commanded to do in worship to God 
does not include "dancing before the Lord" or 
"smoking a peace pipe." 

Some maintain that scripture is not the kind of 
literature that can be read that way. The New Testa
ment is not a code of law but a series of love letters, 
one writer suggests, and all silence means in a love 
letter is that the writer did not get around to men
tioning something. 

Everyone, I think, including the writer who 
made that famous (or notorious) statement, realizes 
that, while "love letter" does describe scripture in 
some true and signi fi cant ways, New Testament 
scripture is more than just a love letter. For one 
thing, it is a testamen t, a covenant, with " laws" 
"written on the heart" (Jer. 31 :33; Heb. 8:10). 

However, silence, even in a letter from a fiancee 
still functions as we have been illustrating. "Meet m; 
at the airport in St. Louis on Tuesday," does not in
clude "at the railroad station in New York on 

The 
Genesis 
Flood 

An extensive treatment of both biblical and 
scientific evidences for a global flood as 
explained in Genesis 6-8. The classic in its field 
that inititiated much of the current creation/ 
evolution controversy. Still extremely relevant. 
0875523382 550 pgs. paperback 

$14.99 plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 

June 2005 35 
Firm Foundation 



Wednesday." If that is not understood, the rendez
vous with the loved one will be missed! 

In reality, then, it is not so much the "silence of 
scripture" as what God does say which either per
mits or forbids. As Francis Schaffer has so effectively 
shown, "God is there and he is not silent." He com
mands what he intends to command and allows what 
he intends to allow. Having said what he meant to 
say, he then was silent. 

If we teach and practice the "doctrines of men" 
we worship "in vain" (Matt. 15 :9). 

In the Old Testament God declared, "Whatever I 
command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not 
add to it or take away from it" (Deut. 12:32). The 
same principle is stated as being "careful" to do as 
God commands, not turning aside. "to the right hand 
or to the left" (Deut. 5 :32). 

Jesus exemplifies this spirit in his own life. He 
often spoke of doing and saying only what the Father 
had given him to do or say (for example, John 6:38). 

As he was about to go to his death he spoke of 
his love for the Father and how that love showed it-· 
self in his life: "But that the world may know that I 
love the Father, and as the Father gave me command
ment, so I do" Oohn 14:31). 

Doing exactly as the Father told us to do is not 
just "a legalistic way of thinking," nor is it 
"Phariseeism gone to seed." It is the way Jesus 
showed his love to the Father and it is a way that we 
can do the same. 

The reason, perhaps, that more is heard about 
"the silence argument" today is that more and more 
violations of it are being proposed. The ironic thing 
is that many people denying the principle believe in 
it and apply it themselves, sometimes. 

Some who do not see that instrumental music is 
forbidden by scripture's silence on the subject never
theless use the same principle to rule out infant 
sprinkling for baptism. Some who would acc~pt in
fant sprinkling nevertheless object to a Universal 
Bishop governing all churches and owning all church 
property, again, on the basis of the same principle, it 
is not authorized in scripture. 

· We are not free to "do what is right in our own 
eyes." We are to obey God, to do what he has shown 
us we are to do, in the way he has shown us to do it. 

Less than that, or more than that, is not really 
obedience. 
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An easy-to-read style, researched in depth, drawing from 
numerous other works. Based on the ASV (1901) 
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Volume V .......................................................................... Acts 
Volume VI ................................................................... Romans 
Volume Vll ....................................................... l, II Corinthians 
Volume VIII ............................................ Galatians, Ephesians 

Philippians, Colossians 
Volume IX ................................................... 1, II Thessalonians 

I, II Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
Volume X ................................................................... Hebrews 
Volume XI .................................................... James, I, II Peter, 

I, II, Ill John, Jude 
Volume XII .............................................................. Revelation 

Old Testament Series: 
Complete set ............................................. $468.70 
The Pentateuch ................................................... 19.95 each 
Volume I ..................................................................... Genesis 
volume II ..................................................................... Exodus 
Volume 111 ................................................. Leviticus, Numbers 
Volume IV .......................................................... Deuteronomy 

The Books of History .......................................... 19.95 each 
Volume I (17 .95) ........................................................ Joshua 
Volume II ......................................... ~ ............ : ...... Judges, Ruth 
Volume Ill ............................................................ First Samuel 
Volume IV ....................................................... Second Samuel 
Volume V ................................................................ First Kings 
Volume VI .......................................................... Second Kings 
Volume VII ....................................... First, Second Chronicles 
Volume VIII ....................................... Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 

The Psalms .......................................................... 29.95 each 
Volume I .............................................................. Psalms 1-72 
Volume II ......................................................... Psalms 73-150 

The Books of Wisdom ........................................ 19.95 each 
Volume I ............................................................................. Job 
Volume II ................................................................... Proverbs 
Volume Ill ........ Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Lamentations 

The Major Prophets ............................. ~ •••••••••••••• 29.95 each 
Volume I ......................................................................... Isaiah 
Volume II .................................................................. Jeremiah 
Volume Ill ..................................................................... Ezekiel 
Volume IV (17 .95) ......................................................... Daniel 

The Minor Prophets ............................................ 13.95 each 
Volume I ................................................... Joel, Amos, Jonah, 
Volume II ........................................... Hosea, Obadiah, Micah 
Volume Ill .................................................. Nahum, Habakkuk 

Zephaniah, Haggai 
Volume IV ................................................. Zechariah, Malachi 

Firm Foundation 
1·888·367·6216 



Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Flrm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@qulk.com 

-Aiaska
Ancbora8e-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

-Georgia- Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~~ ••• 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

-Missouri-
Branson -Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Farmington -Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 

1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 

Spanish.) 

-Ohio- San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) www.northernoaksch~r.c~:~rg, Ben Moseley, min. 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (1h mi. east of 1-35) 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
373-5583 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, -Virginia-

-Alabama-
Nonhport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 

10 a.m., S p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- South Carolina -
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

- Nonhpon Church of Christ, 2700 4411a Ave., Greer-GreerChurch of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
available 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. The Living Oracles 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
n8-89SS 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9 30 0 3 d 

Canhage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
: , 1 : 0 a.m., 6 p.m., We • 7 p.m. w p 1 63 s est ano a, 75 3. un. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
- Colorado - minister. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 651-0657 

Introduce 

your congregation 
to the 

Firm Foundation. 

call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367 ·6216 

by Alexander Campbelll8Z6 

A translation of the New Testament 
with invaluable supplementary ma
terial. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas resi~ents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Carif19 & Sharif19 
Netvsfetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full Information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
{enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol end wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/e". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx514") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Te~as residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(666) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% f/1)( 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fai l. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 Inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

3 8 june 2005 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
sdd 6.25% tsx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are In the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $1 0. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Palacios Church of Christ is looking for a preacher. 
Contact Charles Hutto, (361) 972-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are SO/SO, black/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
include r~sum~, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 20S3 Soutel 
Dr., Jax, FL 32208. 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-22S1 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

D-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Burgundy Genuine leather 

D-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/• • x7~ •x 3/a• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
888 367-6216 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are commiued to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact Jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-S166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Blue Springs, Missouri. We are first and most 
assuredly looking for a man sound in the faith, 
well seasoned, greatly experienced in personal 
work, willing to put out the effort needed to 
evangelize the area. We will be offering a preachers 
house and salary. Please e-mail me at 
sirbarkley@msn.com or call Mike Thompson (816) 
229-2828 cell phone (816) S89-2828. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. Jack Evans, President, (972) 
S24-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu ·Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-147S. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 
The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Or. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 
$9.99 Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Now available in large print 
-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-
Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367·6216 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the centra/theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $18.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.98 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 



Get Behind Me Satan 
by VIrgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201,245 pgs., paperback 

$8.98 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation •(888)367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper-
. iments Intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experime~_tis accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other &<:ientific cOf"!Cepts. 
Experimer)ts can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are· really fun 
to perform. The book is especially U$eful for Bit)le 
class teachers and those who home scho~l. · 
Q-8010.3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

$9.99 $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888·367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Damon, TX 77430-0069 
June 2005 

Address service requested. 

by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fills my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 
• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the reader's 

attention 
• complete -leaves no questions. no lack of direction 

Don McWhorter 
host of television program Bible Talk 

Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 
Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

~1 0.95 ~aperback ISBN 0929540417 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 
. · . pius $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texai residents add 6.25% tax 

Ord~r from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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FIR 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
«The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2005 
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By What Authority? 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

Aone time, while Jesus was in the temple, the 
chief priests and elders of Israel came to 
him, and asked, "By what authority are You 

doing these things, and who gave you this author
ity?" (Matt. 21:23; also Mark 11:28; Luke 20:2}. 

The questions they asked Jesus were important 
then and are important even today. They were not 
asking if he had the power, Greek dunamis, which 
means "innate ability," for they saw him drive money 
changers out of the temple (Matt. 21:12-13) and had 
heard that he had healed and cast out demons. They 
were asking him by what authority, Greek exousia, 
and who gave him the authority, Greek exousian, 
meaning the "right," to exercise this power. 

Source of Authority 

Jesus had the right to do what he did for he has all 
authority, exousia, in heaven and earth (Matt. 
28:18), even authority over all flesh Oohn 17:2), 
thus over all mankind. Everything was placed under 
his authority when he ascended back to the Father 
(Eph. 1:20-23; 1 Cor. 15:27; 1 Pet. 3:22). 

When Jesus was being tried by Pilate, he assured 
him that he had no authority over him unless it was 
given to him from God Oohn 19:11}. Pilate had the 
authority to permit the Jews to crucify Jesus only if 
God allowed it. Even as Pilate needed God's author
ity to act, we also need authority from God before 
we engage in a religious practice. 

Jesus' authority means that submission to him is 

required and that his commandments are to be ob
served. No one has the right to call him Lord unless 
he is willing to do his will (Luke 6:46). Eternal salva
tion is dependent on obeying him (Heb. 5 :9) for he 
spoke the commandments of the Father Oohn 12:49-
50). The church submits to Jesus, the head of the 
church, (Eph. 5 :23-24) and will be presented to him 
"holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5:3 5-27), but 
those who wi ll not listen to him will be completely 
cut off (Acts 3 :22-23). 

Jesus expects those who love him to keep his com
mandments Oohn 14:15, 21-23; 15:10; see also 1 
Cor. 7:19; 1 John 2:3-4; 5:2-3). He told the disciples 
that they were to teach those they baptized, "to ob
serve all that I commanded you" (Matt. 28:20). This 
means that they were to teach their converts to do 
only what Jesus commanded and not more or less than 
he commanded. God told Israel the reason they were 
not to add to or take away from his commandments, 
"that you may kec:p the commandments of the Lord" 
(Deut. 4:2b). If Jesus' disciples added to or diminished 
from Jesus' commandments, they would not be teach
ing them to observe Jesus' commandments. 

Determining Authority 
In response to the Jews who asked Jesus concerning 
his authority, he asked them concerning John's bap
tism, whether it was "from heaven or from men" 
(Luke 20:4) . This is the question that should be 
asked when trying to determine if something is 

(continued 011 page 7) 
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"For the word of God is living and 
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Editorial 

He That Hath an Ear 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

From Darwin to Hitler: Evolutionary Ethics, 
Eugenics, and Racism in Germany, by 
Richard Weikart; Pulgrave Macmi llan, 

324 pp., $59.95) raises the question of whether 
civilization will survive Darwinism. 

Read this book- it is brutally honest. 
The shocker is that much of C. Darwin's pa

laver has rubbed off on religious scholars, per
meated seminaries, and is the darling of both 
political and religious liberalism. It is inconceiv
able that the church would not be influenced - more or less - by 
this mindless philosophy, seeing it is so popular among those who 
consider themselves to be world-class intellectuals, and hold the 
balance of us in disdain. The mouths of many professors in many 
universities water at the thought of social reform. There is a pro
found difference in feeding the poor and reforming society. Jesus 
wants his servants to "visit the fatherless and widows in their af
fliction," but he does not call on his disciples to restructure eco
nomic systems. Christians have a duty to be good citizens, but the 
church is not the handmaid of the state - nor is the state the 
handmaid of the church. Each walks on its own feet. 

When the church plunges into the icy waters of political trans
formation, she becomes irrelevant. The main business of the 
church is to help men get their souls saved and anything that inter
feres with that is wrong. T he shining and preeminent work of the 
New Testament church is to forcefully, and consistently make 
known to every creature in the entire world that the Creator 
stands ready to "forgive iniquities" and to "remember sins no 
more" (Heb. 8:8-12). The gospel is God's power to save (Rom. 
1: 16). We must with all boldness insist that our contemporaries 
"hold fast the word" that was preached in the beginning of the 
church, because it is the power by which we are "saved" (1 Cor. 
15:1-4). Jesus died for our sins. The word of God's grace " is able 
to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them 
that are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). "Wherefore putting away all 
filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls" Games 
1:21). 

Religious folk have been tricked into diverting attention to ·the 
meat that is perishing instead of the meat that endures to eternal 
life. The overwhelming majority of the Lutherans, Episcopalians, 



Methodists, and Presbyterians has succumbed to a siren song and 
are perilously close to total shipwreck. They are decimating them
selves and have lost supporters by the bale, but seem oblivious to 
the fact. 

The most popular sport of our time is to shoot Christianity 
down, and many Christian denominations are eagerly supplying 
the bullets. 

Janice Rogers Brown in commenting on the bitter divisions in 
the United States said, "These are perilous times for people of 
faith, not in the sense that we are going to lose our lives, but in the 
sense it will cost you something if you are a person of faith who 
stands up for what you believe in and says these things out loud." 

Thomas C. Oden, Professor of Theology, at The Theological 
School, Drew University, Madison, New Jersey, observed that reli
gious liberalism (which he once promoted, but now rejects) started 
out as a mist, became a drizzle, then a hard rain, and is now a hur
ricane. 

Even a causal observer would have to notice that classic Chris
tianity is under unrelenting attack and its enemies, who are leg
end, will not rest until it is compromised and finally destroyed. 
The tragedy is that many professing believers are voluntarily 
drinking the hemlock, like the dupes in the Jim Jones fiasco. 

Religious thought may be divided between those who hold te
naciously to the absolute authority of the sacred scriptures and 
those who think Bible writers followed their own wit with only 
vague and uncertain input by the Holy Spirit. One class is called 
"the liberals" and the other class is called "the conservatives." The 
liberals brand the conservatives as "fundamentalists" (which to 
them is a pejorative word), and conservatives think of the liberals 
as apostates (which is also a disapproving word). 

In the religious world generally there is a sharp division be
tween liberals and conservatives. 

Weikart's book narrates the tragic consequences of the Social 
Darwinists ideas. It is effectively reviewed by M.D. Aeschliman (a 
professor of education at Boston University) in the Mar. 28, 
2005, issue of National Review. We are indebted to this national 
magazine and to Aeschliman's clear-eyed analysis. The review fol
lows: 

"It is an open question whether civilization will survive Dar
winism, whose inspiration for Nazism, militarism, racism, wars of 
extermination, eugenics, abortion, and euthanasia is amply docu
mented in Richard Weikart's excellent new book. In precise and 
careful detail Weikart narrates an indispensable chapter of cultural 
and intellectual history that had tragic consequences: the growing 
ascendancy in Germany in the period 1860-1933 of Social Dar
winist ideas that fostered a ruthless, amoral view of the human 
person and of the relations between individuals, groups, nations, 
and races. Though in this period all "advanced" Western nations 
(and Japan) were affected by the Darwinian bacillus, whose revival 
in new and seductive forms we see today; for complex reasons 
Germany was the land in which it grew strongest and had the most 
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tragic consequences. Bismarck's success in unifying 
Germany through warfare and Germany's growing 
industrial power in competition with Britain and 
France gave prominence and prestige to 'blood and 
iron' and ideas of ruthless realpolitik, which a cen
tury earlier had been articulated by the Machiavel
lian Frederick 'the Great.' Like distinguished earlier 
scholars such as Carlton J.H. Hayes and his student 
Jacques Barzun, Weikart has no doubt that 'Darwin
ism undermined traditional morality and the value of 
human life.' 

"The key figures in German 'Darwinismus' were 
Ernest Haeckel and Nietzsche, but Weikart's book is 
also largely concerned with a host of less well-known 
German biologists, medical doctors, and social scien
tists who promoted Darwinism to great effect. Much 
valuable documentation appears here in English for 
the first time. Darwin himself was very pleased at the 
growing influence of his thinking in Germany. In 
1868 he wrote to a German scholar: 'The support 
which I receive from Germany is my chief ground for 
hoping that our views will ultimately prevail.' 
Haeckel, his most important German disciple, 
praised Darwin in a letter a decade later for having 
'shown man his true place in nature ... thereby over
throwing the anthropocentric fable.' The 'anthropo
centric fable' is the belief in the special character of 
human life, the sacredness of the human person, and 
the absolute warrant of conscience and Christian or 
Kantian ethics. Many contemporary Darwinists, 
such as Peter Singer and James Rachels, are exhila
rated by the Darwinian liberation from ethics, conve
niently forgetting the 1914-1945 chapter of modern 
moral history that had so much to do with the 'liber
ated' cynicism, fury, and cruelty of Social Darwin
ism." "On the first page of his book Wei kart quotes 
from the same critical1859 letter to Darwin from his 
Cambridge mentor, Adam Sedgwick, that Jacques 
Barzun quoted from in his magisterial 1941 book, 
Darwin, Marx, Wagner: Critique of a Heritage: 
'There is a moral or metaphysical part of nature as 
well as a physical. A man who denies this is deep in 
the mire of folly.' To break the link between the ma
terial and the moral, Sedgwick went on, would 'dam
age' and 'brutalize' humanity and 'sink the human 
race into a lower grade of degradation than any into 
which it has fallen since its written records tell us of 
its history.' The hysterical, obscene strife, carnage, 
and cruelty of the period 1914-1945 are here fore
shadowed with prophetic power. 

4 
"In fact Weikart's book raises without treating-
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as being beyond his task - one of the n:tost painful 
dilemmas of contemporary civilization, a dilemma of 
which most common citizens are often dimly aware 
but which many scientists, caught in the grip of curios
ity (libido sciendi), the will to power (libido 
dominandi), and dangerously vague utilitarian ideal
ism, resolutely wish to ignore or deny: the destructive 
threat an omnicompetent science poses to ethics. 
Even liberal commentators such as Richard 
Hofstadter and, more recently, Stephen Jay Gould (in 
Rocks of Ages) have found themselves defending parts 
of William Jennings Bryan's ethical critique of Dar
winism, which was the product not only of Bryan's 
Christian religious beliefs and democratic political 
loyalties but also of his revulsion at the German Social 
Darwinism and militarism that he believed had been a 
major cause of World War I. Though Bryan was no 
intellectual, Weikart, Hofstadter, and Gould credit 
him with powerful insight on this point. (Along the 
same lines, Albert Alschuler has recently documented 
- in his book Law Without Values: The Life, Work, 
and Legacy of Justice Holmes the American Social 
Darwinist nihilism of the 'mature' Oliver Wendell 
Holmes.) 

"One hook on the widespread participation of 
German medical doctors in Nazi human experimen
tation; sterilization, euthanasia, and genocide is 
titled Murderous Science. Weikart's book itself draws 
on Detlev J.K. Peukert's important essay on the Ho
locaust with the haunting title, 'The Genesis of the 
'Final Solution' from the Spirit of Science.' It was the 
lonely 'knight of faith' Kierkegaard who, like his En
glish Christian contemporary Adam Sedgwick, 
warned in the 19'h century that ' in the end, all cor
ruption will come about as a consequence of the 
natural sciences.' The uses of the words 'nature' and 
'natural' in contemporary moral and educational dis
course are utterly ambiguous, promiscuous, and ob
scurantist. 

"Weikart's book displays in detail how 'the sur
vival of the fittest,' the purposeful extermination of 
the weak and vulnerable and of 'racial enemies,' 
came to seem the obvious dictates of 'natural law' 
and science to thousands of apparently well-edu
cated German intellectuals in the period 1860-1933, 
a period in which the German university system was 
the envy of the world and the model for other na
tions (such as America). He notes that by and large 
only Catholics and some Socialists resisted the ascen
dant Darwinian picture and the political, social, and 
moral ideas that came with it. Yet they were easily 



and widely mocked as retrograde, superstitious, and 
sentimental 'humanitarians,' a term connoting weak
ness and timidity. 

"Weikart notes Nietzsche's role in promoting an 
alluring, amoral, post-Darwinian philosophy 
throughout Germany and the educated world, help
ing create what Carlton J.H. Hayes called 'a genera
tion of materialism., Nietzsche's brilliant rhetoric 
promoted 'the higher breeding of humanity, includ
ing the unsparing destruction of all degenerates and 
parasites' (Ecce Homo). We are not far from Darwin 
and his eugenic cousin Galton here, or from the in
fluential racist Gohineau, much admired in . Ger
many, whom Tocqueville rebuked on Christian 
grounds. We are also not far from Hitler. 

"In conclusion, Weikart treats Hitler not as an 
anarchic criminal and madman, but as a charismatic 
but principled Social Darwinist with a racist, utilitar
ian world-view that was the fruit of the 70 years of 
Darwinist thinking in Germany that Weikart has 
documented. Hitler's idolatry of the Germans as the 
'culture-bearing' people reminds us of the seductive 
temptation, not only in Germany or in the past, to 
replace traditional Christian religion and ethics with 
'culture' (often so much more exciting, bold, and 
novel) and science (apparently so much more cer
tain). He also suggests that celebratory contempo
rary Darwinists such as Singer and Rachels- and all 
who believe in the omnicompetence of natural sci
ence have learnea nothing from the tragic 20th cen
tury., [End of review.] 
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Bert Thompson 
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topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, inclu~ing 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
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By What Authority? 
(continued from page 1) 

acceptable to God. If it is from "heaven," God will 
accept it, but if from "men," He will reject it (Mark 
7:7-13; Col. 2:22). 

In order to determine whether something is from 
God or men, the following Bible principles are to be 
considered: 

1. If Jesus commanded it in the new covenant 
(Heb. 12:24 ), we are to do it. This principle is obvi
ous. Those who are wise will hear him and do what 
he has said, but those who are foolish wilt not do 
what he said (Matt. 7:24-27). 

2. What Jesus has forbidden in new covenant leg
islation is not to be practiced (Matt. 6:2, 3, 5, 7, 16). 
This also is obvious, for if the new covenant states 
that we are not to do it, we must not do it. 

3. If God has made a choice, we have authority 
to do only what God has chosen. Jesus could not be a 
priest as long as the Law was in force because God 
had chosen that the priests were to come from the 
tribe of Levi (Heb. 7:12-14). Because of this Jesus 
could not be a priest until the Law was changed, for 

Do the following 
in llaptism: 

1. Use water (Acts 10:48). 

2. Buried and raised (Col. 2: 12). 

3. In the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
(Matt. 28: 19). 

4. To be forgiven (Acts 2:38). 

Do the following 
in ollserving the Lord's Supper: 

1. Use unleavened bread, and fruit of the vine 
(Matt. 26:26-28). 

Do the following 
In making music In worship of God: 

1. Sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). 

he was of the tribe of Judah. This principle is more 
difficult for people to understand. Many people ex
pect all practices to either be commanded or forbid
den. They inconsistently teach that a practice is all 
right if it is not specifically forbidden. This would 
mean that everything not specifically forbidden 
would be acceptable to God. A book larger than the 
Bible would be necessary to include every possible 
thing that God does not want to be practiced. 

4. If a choice has not been made, then we have 
freedom to act according to our own discretion, so 
long as it does not cause our brother to stumble 
(Rom. 14:3-4, 20-21). This is rather easy to grasp. In· 
areas where God has made no choices, we have free
dom. 

The more difficult principle, number three, is il
lustrated by the following examples. The first col
umn is to be practiced because it is God's choice. 
God has nowhere said not to do what is mentioned 
in the second column, but these are not to be prac
ticed because God has made a choice. 

Do not use the following in llaptism 
for God has chosen: 

1. Do not use sand, feathers, sawdust, leaves. 

2. Do not sprinkle or pour. 
3. Do not baptize in the name of Paul, Apollos, 

Cephas, Buddha, Muhammad. 

4. Do not baptize to become a Hindu, or 
Muslim. 

Do not do the following 
in observing the Lord's Supper: 

1. Do not use coke, apple juice, or water. 

Do not do the following 
In making music In worship of God: 

1. Do not use piano, guitar, drum, or any other 
machine to make music. 
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When God has made a choice, we have authority 
to do only what he has chosen. When God has made 
no choice, we can exercise our own discretion. This 
principle can be illustrated as follows: 

Baptism 
A. God has not chosen whether it is to be in a 

lake, pond, bathtub, pool, river, so there is freedom 
of choice. 

B. God has not chosen whether the person is to 
be immersed forward, backward, buried sideways, or 
standing or sitting, so there is freedom. 

C.· Whether to wear regular clothing or baptis
mal clothing. 

D. Whether to use clean, dirty, running, or still 
water. 

E. Who is to baptize. 

Lord's supper 
A. God has not chosen the material for the cup 

that holds the fruit of the vine, so we have freedom 
to use metal, wood, plastic, paper, or glass. 

B. He has not chosen if the bread and fruit of the 
vine are to be passed or if the people are to pass by 
the table to rec~ive it. 

C. He has not chosen if the bread and fruit of the 
vine are to be made in the home or bought a store. 

Singing 
A. God has not chosen if we are to sing loudly, 

softly, in harmony, in unison; or at the beginning, 
middle, or ending of the service; or one song or many. 

B.. He has not chosen if we are to sit or stand 
while we sing, have a song leader, or look at a song 
book or sing from memory. 

The two difficult principles for most people are: 
(1) If God has made no choice we have freedom; (2) 
If he has made a choice we are to restrict our prac
'tices to his choice. If this is not true, then his choice 
if valueless, and we can do anything we want to do. 

·These are principles we apply in our daily expe
riences. When we order from a catalog, we include 
in the order only what we want. We do not have to 
mention everything we do not want, or we would 
have to mention every item in the catalog that we do 
not want to be sent. If we fail to mention one item, 
then it could be mailed to us. It is understood that 
what .is not mentioned is not to be sent. If we do not 
choose the wrappings or the postal service, the com
pany can use .any method they choose. 

In giving directions, a person does not have to tell 
an intelligent person not to take all the roads that will 

8 1';~ Found!~~! 

not bring him to his desired destinatipn. He only 
needs to tell him what roads to take. An understand
ing person would not reason, "He did not tell me not 
to take certain roads, so I will take them." The same 
should be true concerning Jesus' choices. He is the 
only "way" Oohn 14:6), which means that other ways 
are wrong. When he has made a choice, we should 
respect his choice and not add to it or change it. 

God has revealed what he wants us to do and 
then instructed us not to add to it or take away from 
it. Because of this, he did not have to mention every 
possible thing that could be done. 

Instrumental Music in Worship 
For the first six or seven centuries of the church, in
struments of music were not used in worship. Early 
Christians respected the authority of Jesus, therefore 
they were unwilling to go beyond what was written 
(1 Cor. 4:6) by adding instruments based on the tra
ditions and commandments of men (Col. 2:8). All 
worship is to be according to the truth Oohn 4:24) 
that originated with Jesus 0 ohn 1: 14, 17, 8 :3 2; Eph. 
4:21) and was revealed through the Holy Spirit 
Oohn 14:26; 16:13). Singing is authorized in the 
New Testament, while instrumental music is not in
cluded in the word of truth that Jesus has revealed. 

The questions that should be asked concerning 
music to be used in worship are. "By what authority 
do we do what we do in worship?" "Who gave us the 
right to do what we practice?" "Is it from heaven or 
man?" Instrumental music fails the test when these 
questions are asked because it can only be introduced 
into worship based on human authority and not on 
the authority of Jesus. If no choice had been made, 
then all methods of making music would be accept
able, but a choice has been made. The only music 
that has the authority of the new covenant is singing 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). All other music is not from 
heaven but is from men. 

Conclusion 
In an age where lines of authority are muddled and 
rarely distinctly drawn, many Christians have diffi
culty seeing that parameters are to be drawn in our 
worship and service to God. The will of God can be 
easily understood if we respect God's choices and ac
cept them above human choices. Jesus' question 
should ring clearly and distinctly today, "Is it from 
heaven or man?" 
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(Once again we remember stalwart and talented men of a past generation and salute them for their self-sac
riftcing labor-of-love in the church. One such man was C. C. Crawford In 1927 he published a book of sermons 
in outline form, which was popular with our brothers- especially those who preached. Crawford, who held an 
earned doctorate, had the ability to present eternal truth in simple words and style. George DeHoff, in remem
bering this capable man said, "Some of us who love the Restoration Plea feel that the old messages used with 
such telling force by the pioneers are being heard too seldom today." In calling to mind the preachments and 
~tings of brother Crawford, DeHoff added the wish that young preachers of today would ''use again the mes
sages which shook sectarianism and denominationalism from center to circumference in a former generation." 
We think brother DeHoff was right and are happy to reprint this fine article from the potent pen of this talented 
teacher- perhaps it will inspire a renewed zeal to teach unvarnished truth with civility and clarity. This is the 
kind of teaching that made the church grow.) 

The Church of the New Testament 
By C. C. Crawford 

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:37-47 
Text: '!J\nd they continued steadfastly in the apostles, teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread and the prayers,, (Acts 2:42). 

The theme defined. By the term, "church of 
the New Testament," is meant: (1) that in
stitution, the pattern of which was revealed 

to the apostles by the Master Himself during the 
forty days He spent with them between His resurrec
tion and ascension, Acts 1:1-5; (2) the church whose 
organization came directly from Christ and was set 
up by His Spirit-filled apostles after He had returned 
to the Father; (3) this church as it was instituted and 
organized by the apostles, previous to the introduc
tion of human creeds and practices; ( 4) in short, the 
"one body," mentioned by Paul, vitalized by the one 
Spirit, animated by the one hope, acknowledging the 
·one Lord, professing one faith, submissive to one 
baptism, and humbly dependent upon the one God 
and Father of all, Eph. 4:4-6. It shall be our purpose 
in this sermon to study this divine institution in its 
various phases of organization and activity as fol
lows: 

As to Origin 

When was this church established? A few Scriptures 
should be noted, viz., 

(1) Isa. 2:2-4. Here the prophet tells us expressly 
that the word of the Lord (the gospel) should 
go forth from Jerusalem. "In the latter days" 
is, in all probability, a phrase used to denote 
the entire Christian era. 

(2) Matt. 3:2. The message of John the Baptizer 

was, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand.,, The 
Messiah introduced, Matt. 3:13-17. 

(3) Matt. 8:5-13. The first intimation that the 
Gentiles should share the blessings and privi
leges of this divine institution. 

(4) Matt. 10:5-7. The twelve sent out to preach, 
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

(5) Luke 10:8-9. The seventy sent forth to pro
claim its nearer approach. 

(6) Matt. 18:15-17. Here we have outlined the 
method of settling disputes in the institution 
soon to be established. 
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(7) Matt. 16:13-19. The conversation between 
Jesus and the twelve at Caesarea Philippi. 
Note the Master says, "will build," and not, 
"have built." Here the church is spoken of by 
its Founder as a thing of the future; it could 
not have been established, therefore, in the 
time of Adam, nor of Abraham, nor of Moses, 
nor of John the Baptizer. It was yet a thing of 
the future. 

(8) Luke 24:46-49. Salvation in the name of 
Christ to be preached first at Jerusalem. This 
proclamation not to begin until the apostles 
are endued with power from on high, i.e., 
clothed with infallibility through Holy Spirit 
baptism (overwhelming). Such power was 
necessary to qualify them to be trustworthy 
witnesses of the facts of the gospel. 

(9) Acts 1:1-5. The forty-day period between the 
resurrection and ascension spent by the Mas
ter with His apostles, "speaking the things 
concerning the kingdom of God." They are 
again enjoined to wai~ in Jerusalem for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. It was during this 
period that Jesus gave them the plans and 
specifications for the new institution. 

(1 0) A few facts to consider: As a new covenant, it 
was not binding until ratified by the blood of 
Christ; as a testament, it was not in operation 
as long as the testator lived; as a kingdom, it 
was not established until the King ascended 
and was crowned; as a church, its history 
shows that it was not organized while Jesus 
was upon earth; and as the great salvation, it 
was only begun to be spoken by the Lord and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
Him, Heb. 2:3. 

(11) Again, Christ could not have consistently 
claimed all authority in heaven and upon 
earth until He had conquered death. It was 
necessary for Him to suffer and die and to 
arise from the dead before repentance and re
mission of sins could be preached in His 
name. The facts of the gospel, on which the 
church was founded, could not have been 
preached until they had actually transpired. 
The facts of the gospel are the death, burial 
and resurrection of Christ. 1 Cor. 15:1-4. 
These were publicly proclaimed as facts for 
the first time in the history of the world on 
Pentecost, A.D. 30, the first Pentecost after 
His resurrection. 
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(12) Acts 2. The apostles, baptized in the Holy 
Spirit, speak as the Spirit gives them utterance. 
The gospel preached in fact. Three thousand 
hear, believe and obey, thus becoming the char
ter-members of the church of Christ. The date 
-Pentecost, A.D. 30. The place-Jerusalem, 
thus fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy. 

As to Terms of Admission. 
These were four in number, viz., 

(1) Faith in Christ as the Son of God, Acts 16:31, 
Rom. 10:9-10. 

(2) Repentance toward Christ, Acts 2:38, Luke 
13:3, Acts 17:30, 2 Cor. 7:10. 

(3) Confession of Christ, Matt. 10:32-33; which 
was made with the mouth, Rom. 10:9-10; and 
in the presence of witnesses, 1 TlDl. 6:12. 

(4) Baptism into Christ, Matt. 28:19, Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38, 8:12, 9:18, 10:47-48, 
16:15, 19:5; Gal. 3:27, etc.; which, as per
formed in New Testament times, was the 
burial (Rom. 6:3-5, Col. 2:12) of a penitent 
believer (Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38-41, 8:12-37, 
18:8) in water Uohn 3:23, Acts 8:36-39, 
10:4 7) for, i.e., unto, the remission of sins 
(Acts 2:38, 22:16; Mark 16:16; John 3:5). 
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As to Its Nature 

In this respect, the church was both visible, Gal. 
1:13, and invisible, 1 Pet. 2:5. While it was the "gen
eral assembly and church of the first-born who are 
enrolled in heaven" (He b. 12:23 ), yet its members 
assembled for public worship in visible organizations 
known as "churches of Christ" (Rom. 16:16). 

As to Founder and Foundation 

Its Founder was Christ Himself who was also its 
Head, Matt. 16:18, Eph. 1:22, 23. It was built upon 
the eternal truth first stated by Peter at Caesarea 
Philippi, that "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the liv
ing God," Matt. 16:18. This fundamental truth of 
the gospel is based upon the fundamental fact of the 
gospel, viz., that Jesus arose from the dead. How
ever, as the truth is but the expression, and the fact 
but the revelation, of Christ's Sonship and deity, the 
church is said, in other Scriptures, to have been built 
upon Christ Himself, 1 Cor. 3:11, Eph. 2:19-20. The 
foundation of this church was not Mrs. Eddy, nor 
Joe Smith, nor Pastor Russell, nor Peter, nor Moses, 
nor John the Baptizer; but the living, ascended and 
reigning Christ. 

As to Name 

(1) As a universal organization, or church catho
lic, it was known as "the church" (Col. 1: 18); 
"the body of Christ" (Col. 1:24, Eph. 4:12, 1 
Cor. 12:27); "the church of God" (1 Cor. 
15:9, 1 Tim. 3:5); "the church of the Lord" 
(Acts 20:28); "the general assembly and 
church of the first-born" (Heb. 12:23). 

(2) Local congregations of the saints were called · 
"churches" (1 Cor. 16:1, 2 Cor. 8:1, etc.); 
"churches of God" (1 Thess. 2:14, 1 Cor. 1:2); 
"churches of Christ" (Rom. 16:16). For ex
ample, there was a "church" in Ephesus (Rev. 
2:1), a "church" in Pergamum (Rev. 2:12), a 
"church" in Thyatira (Rev. 2:18), etc. The 
word, "church," is used with four different 
meanings in the New Testament. According to 
Cruden, it signifies: (1) ''A religious assembly 
selected and called out of the world by the doc
trine of the gospel, to worship the true God in 
Christ, according to His word, 1 Cor. 1:2, Rev. 
2:7. (2) All the elect of God, of what nation 
soever, from the beginning to the end of the 
world, who make but one body, whereof Jesus 
Christ is the Head, Col. 1:18. (3) The faithful 
of some one family, together with such Chris-

tians as were wont to assemble with them for 
solemn worship, Rom. 16:5, Col. 4:15, 
Philem. 2. (4) The faithful of some one prov
ince, 2 Thess. 1: 1." 

(3) Individual members were known as "dis
ciples" (Acts 11:26, 19:30); "saints" (Rom. 
1:7, 1 Cor. 1:2, Phil. 1:1, etc.); "brethren" (1 
Cor. 15:6, ]as. 1:2, 2 Pet. 1:10); "priests" (1 
Pet. 2:9, Rev. 5:10); and "Christians" (Acts 
11:26, 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16). 

As to Creed 

The word creed is derived from the Latin verb credo, 
meaning, "I believe." The creed of the early church 
was Christ Himself. Belief in Him as the Son of the 
living God and as a personal Savior was essential to 
membership in this church. Peter was the first to 
voice this creed, Matt. 16:16. See also John 20:30-
31, 1 Cor. 2:2, and Rom. 10:8-10. The importance 
of a public confession of Christ is stated in Matt. 
10:32-33, 1 John 4:15, and 1 Tim. 6:12. The 
unchangeableness of this divine creed is stated posi
tively in Heb. 13:8. Paul says, "I know him whom I 
have believed," not what. According to Moninger, 
this creed is (1) simple, (2) profound, (3) compre
hensive, (4) divine, (5) a pattern, (6) capable of 
bringing out the best there is in our lives, (7) univer
sal, (8) perfect. (See New Testament Church, p. 62). 
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As to Discipline 

The discipline of this church was "the apostles' 
teaching," Acts 2:42. This was at first oral, but was 
later compiled in written form, and has been handed 
down to us in the New Testament canon. "The 
apostles' teaching" was the teaching of Christ, as re
vealed by the Holy Spirit, John 16:13-15, 14:26, 
20:22-23; Acts 24; 1 Cor. 2:1-5, 10-15; 1 Cor. 
14:37; 1 Thess. 2 :13; 2 Tim. 3:16, etc. The New 
Testament has always been, and always will be, a suf
ficient guide in religious faith and practice. 

As to Worship 

(1} The members of this church assembled for 
worship, in local congregations, on each first 
day of the week, Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:18-22, 
16:2; Heb. 10:5. This day was kept in 
memory of the resurrection of Jesus (Mark 
16:9} and was called "the Lord's Day" (Rev. 
1:10}. 

(2} They "continued steadfastly" in four things: 
(a} "The apostles' teaching," or the word of 

Christ, which was then oral, but is now 
stereotyped. 

(b) "Fellowship." See Acts 242. The Greek 
word koinonia, rendered "fellowship" in 
Acts 2:42, is translated "contribution" in 
Rom. 15:26. In 2 Cor. 84, it is referred to 
as "the fellowship in the ministering to 
the saints." The term evidently refers to 
the contribution and distribution of funds 
for the widening of the kingdom, the 
preaching of the gospel, the care of the 
needy and the aged, etc. The offering was 
a part of the Lord's Day worship, 1 Cor. 
16:2. 

(c) "The breaking of bread," otherwise known 
as the communion of the body and blood 
of Christ, 1 Cor. 10:16, or the Lord's 
Supper, 1 Cor. 11:20. This was the cen
tral institution of their worship and the 
primary purpose of their coming to
gether, Acts 20:7. It was not a sacrament 

J 

but a memorial of Christ's death and suf-
fering, 1 Cor. 11:23-26. It was not a com
munion with one another, but a personal 
communion with Christ, Matt. 26:29, 1 
Cor. 10:16. 

(d) Prayer. Prayer was a vital part of New Tes
tament worship. It is the only means the 
Christian may use to obtain forgiveness 
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of sins (committed after baptism}, Acts 
8:22, 1 John 1:9, 1 John 2:1. "We have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous" - i.e., we who are in 
Christ; and if "we" - who are Christians 
- "confess our sins, he is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
Hence we are exhorted to "pray without 
ceasing" 1 Thess. 5: 17. 

As to Organization 

The officers of the New Testament church may be 
grouped in two general classes: 

(1} Temporary officers, viz., 
(a} The apostles, who were personally chosen 

and trained by the Lord Himself, Luke 
6 :13, and who were eye-witnesses of the 
risen Savior, Acts 10:41, 13:31; 2 Pet. 
1:16; Acts 26:16-17. As a witness can tes
tify only to what he has seen, it follows 
that the apostles could have had no suc
cessors. 

(b) Prophets, who were inspired teachers, Acts 
11:27, 13:1-2; Eph. 4 :11. The prophets 
ceased to function after the Word had 
been compiled and installed in the church, 
1 Cor. 13:8, Rom. 10:8. They, too, had no 
successors. We have an inspired Book to 
guide us into divine truth. 
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(2) Permanent officers, viz., 
(a) Evangelists, who were fundamentally 

preachers of the gospel, Acts 21:8, Eph. 
4:11, 2 Tim. 4:5. 

(b) Elders, Tit. 1:5-9, 1 Tim. 3:1-7, Acts 
20:28; 1 Pet. 5:3-4. Other names given to 
this office were: "bishops," "overseers," 
"pastors" and "presbyters." To the elders 
or bishops of each congregation was com
mitted the spiritual welfare of the flock. 

(c) Deacons, who were appointed to look af
ter the temporal interests of the churches, 
Acts 6:1-6, 1 Tim. 3:8-13. 

As to Mission 
The mission of this divine institution was and is two
fold: 

(1) To preserve the truth of God, 2 Tim. 2:2, 1 
Tim. 3:15. 

(2) To proclaim this truth to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, Matt. 28:19, Mark 16:15. All 
other aims and duties of the church may be 
comprehended in these two basic works. 
When the church neglects either, she is failing 
just to that extent in accomplishing the pur
poses of Christ in the world. 

As to Unity 
This church was originally one body, Eph. 4 4-6, pre
vious to the introduction of humanisms which 
corrupted Christian doctrine and divided profes
sing Christians into warring sects. It was the prayer 
of our Lord that His church might always con
tinue to be one body, as He and the Father are one, 
that the world may accept Him as the Son of God, 
John 17:20-21. If the church was one body in the 
days of the apostles and for three centuries follow
ing, the church can become one body again on the 
same basis. 

Conclusion 
Amid the multiplicity of "churches" in modern times 
is it possible to find and identify this New Testament 
church? I suggest the following comparisons: 

(1) What church in this community has no creed 
but Christ? 

(2) What church in this community has no book 
of discipline but the New Testament? 

(3) What church in this community requires the 
same terms of admission as did the New Testa
ment churches? 

(4) What people in this community wear the same 

religious designations as those worn in New 
Testament times, preferring to be called Chris
tians only? 

(5) What church in this community has no other 
officers but evangelists, elders and deacons?· 

(6) What church in this community insists that 
the ordinances be obeyed as they were in New 
Testament times? 

(7) What church in this community meets upon 
each first day of the week for the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, the breaking of 
bread, and prayers? 

(8) What church in this community possesses all 
the earmarks of a New Testament church? 

Wherever you find a body of people practicing 
these things, there you find a church after the New 
Testament pattern. Paul says, "Prove all things; hold 
fast that which is good." 

We invite you to unite with us now on the Bible 
and the Bible alone. 
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Uohn Gresham Machen, born july 28, 1881, Baltimore, died Jan. 1, 1937, Bismarck, N.D. Professor 
Machen was a world-class Presbyterian scholar at Princeton Theological Seminary, and joined in forming the 
doctrinally conservative Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Machen criticized Liberal Protestantism as unbiblical 
and unhistorical in his Christianity and Liberalism (1923). He left Princeton to found Westminster Theological 
Seminary in Philadeiphia. As a young man, Machen went to Europe to attend prestigious schools of higher 
learning and came in contact with Liberalism. At first, he was intrigued by the philosophy, but on deeper study 
and reflection, he recognized the folly of the movement and spent the remainder of his days exposing 
liberalism,s idiosyncrasies. He was especially offended by the ambiguity of the philosophy, and the disingenu
ousness of its advocates. Machen, a Calvinist, put a high premium on simple honesty -of which he found little 
to none in the camps of liberalism. Here is an excerpt from a chapter in his boo~ Christianity and Liberalism. 
Machen dealt with the delusion of religious liberals that the teaching of jesus does not include doctrine- a fal
lacy that persists among liberals. He also strikes hard at the watery sentiment: "The man and not the plan., It 
is tragic that some well-meaning brothers unwittingly endorse liberalism by insisting that, being under grace, 
we are not under law [doctrine]. We offer no apology for the length of this piece, but recommend you work 
through it to find a pearl of great price.) 

Dodrine 
By J. Gresham Machen (deceased) 

Modem liberalism in the Church, whatever 
judgment may be passed upon it, is at 
any rate no longer merely an academic 

matter. It is no longer a matter merely of theological 
seminaries or universities. On the contrary its attack 
upon the fundamentals of the Christian faith is being 
carried on vigorously by Sunday School "lesson
helps," by the pulpit, and by the religious press. If 
such an attack be unjustified, the remedy is not to be 
found, as some devout persons have suggested, in the 
abolition of theological seminaries, or the abandon
ment of scientific theology, but rather in a more ear
nest search after truth and a more loyal devotion to 
it when once it is found. 

At the theological seminaries and universities, 
however, the roots of the great issue are more clearly 
seen than in the world at large; among students the 
reassuring employment of traditional phrases is often 
abandoned, and the advocates of a new religion are 
not at pains, as they are in the Church at large, to 
maintain an appearance of conformity with the past. 
But such frankness, we are convinced, ought to be 
extended to the people as a whole. Few desires on 
the part of religious teachers have been more harm
fully exaggerated than the desire to "avoid giving of
fence." Only too often that desire has come peril
ously near dishonesty; the religious teacher, in his 
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heart of hearts, is well aware of the radicalism of his 
views, but is unwilling to relinquish his place in the 
hallowed atmosphere of the Church by speaking his 
whole mind. Against all such policy of concealment 
or palliation, our sympathies are altogether with 
those men, whether radicals or conservatives, who 
have a passion for light. 

What then, at bottom, when the traditional 
phrases have all been stripped away, is the real mean
ing of the present revolt against the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith? What, in brief, are the teachings 
of modem liberalism as over against the teachings of 
Christianity? 

At the outset, we are met with an objection. 
"Teachings," it is said, "are unimportant; the exposi
tion of the teachings of liberalism and the teachings 
of Christianity, therefore, can arouse no interest at 
the present day; creeds are merely the changing ex
pression of a unitary Christian experience, and pro
vided only they express that experience they are all 
equally good. The teachings of liberalism, therefore, 
might be as far removed as possible from the teach
ings of historic Christianity, and yet the two might be 
at bottom the same." 

Such is the way in which expression is often 
given to the modem hostility to "doctrine." But is it 
really doctrine as such that is objected to, and not 



rather one particular doctrine in the interests of an
other? Undoubtedly, in many forms of liberalism it is 
the latter alternative which fits the case. There are 
doctrines of modern liberalism, just as tenaciously 
and intolerantly upheld as any doctrines that find a 
place in the historic creeds. [l]n seeming to object to 
all theology, the liberal preacher is often merely ob
jecting to one system of theology in the interests of 
another. And the desired immunity from theological 
controversy has not yet been attained. 

Sometimes, however, the modern objection to 
doctrine is more seriously meant. And whether the 
objection be well-founded or not, the real meaning 
of it should at least be faced. 

That meaning is perfectly plain. The objection 
involves an out-and-out skepticism. If all creeds are 
equally tme, then since they are contradictory to one 
another, they are all equally false, or at least equally 
uncertain. We are indulging, therefore, in a mere jug
gling with words .... 

But, it will be said, Christianity is a life, not a 
doctrine. The assertion is often made, and it has an 
appearance of godliness. But it is radically false, and 
to detect its falsity one does not even need to be a 
Christian ••.. 

Is it tme, then, that Christianity is not a doctrine 
but a life? The question can be settled only by an ex
amination of the beginnings of Christianity. Recogni
tion of that fact does not involve any acceptance of 
Christian belief; it is merely a matter of common 
sense and common honesty. [l]t is perfecdy conceiv
able that the originators of the Christian movement 
had no right to legislate for subsequent generations; 
but at any rate they did have an inalienable right to 
legislate for all generations that should choose to 
bear the name of "Christian., It is conceivable that 
Christianity may now have to be abandoned, and an
other religion substituted for it; but at any rate the 
question what Christianity is can be determined only 
by an examination of the beginnings of Christianity. 

The beginnings of Christianity constitute a fairly 
definite historical phenomenon. The Christian 
movement originated a few days after the death of 
Jesus of Nazareth. It is doubtful whether anything 
that preceded the death of Jesus can be called Chris
tianity. At any rate, if Christianity existed before that 
event, it was Christianity only in a preliminary stage. 
The name originated after the death of Jesus, and the 
thing itself was also something new. Evidently there 
was an important new beginning among the disciples 
of Jesus in Jerusalem after the crucifixion. At that 

time is to be placed the beginning of the remarkable 
movement which spread out from Jerusalem into the 
Gentile world - the movement which is called 
Christianity. 

About the early stages of this movement definite 
historical information has been preserved in the 
Episdes of Paul, which are regarded by all serious 
historians a8 genuine products of the first Christian 
generation. The writer of the Epistles had been in di
rect communication with those intimate friends of 
Jesus who had begun the Christian movement in 
Jerusalem, and in the Epistles he makes it abundantly 
plain what the fundamental character of the move
ment was. 

But if any one fact is clear, on the basis of this 
evidence, it is that the Christian movement at its in
ception was not just a way of life in the modem 
sense, but a way of life founded upon a message. It 
was based, not upon mere feeling, not upon a mere . 
program of work, but upon an acco~t of facts. In 
other words it was based upon doctrine. 

Certainly with regard to Paul himself there 
should be no debate; Paul certainly was not indiffer
ent to doctrine; on the contrary, doctrine was the 
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very basis of his life . His devotion to doctrine did 
not, it is true, make him incapable of a magnificent 
tolerance. One notable example of such tolerance is 
to be found during his imprisonment at Rome, as at
tested by the Epistle to the Philippians. Apparently 
certain Christian teachers at Rome had been jealous 
of Paul's greatness. As long as he had been at liberty 
they had been obliged to take a secondary place; but 
now that he was in prison, they seized the su
premacy. They sought to raise up affliction for Paul 
in his bonds; they preached Christ even of envy and 
strife. In short, the rival preachers made of the 
preaching of the gospel a means to the gratification 
of low personal ambition; it seems to have been 
about as mean a piece of business as could well be 
conceived. But Paul was not disturbed. "Whether in 
pretence, or in truth," he said, "Christ is preached; 
and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice" (Phil. 
1:18). The way in which the preaching was being 
carried on was wrong, but t.he message itself was 
true; and Paul was far more interested in the content 
of the message than in the manner of its presenta
tion. It is impossible to conceive a finer piece of 
broad-minded tolerance. 

[P]aul was no advocate of an undogmatic reli
gion; he was interested above everything else in the 
objective and universal truth of his message. So much 
will probably be admitted by serious historians, no 
matter what their own personal attitude toward the 
religion of Paul may be. Sometimes, indeed, the 
modern liberal preacher seeks to produce an oppo
site impression by quoting out of their context words 
of Paul which he interprets in a way as far removed 
as possible from the original sense. The truth is, it is 
hard to give Paul up. The modern liberal desires to 
produce upon the minds of simple Christians (and 
upon his own mind) the impression of some sort of 
continuity between modern liberalism and the 
thought and life of the great Apostle. But such an im
pression is altogether misleading. Paul was not inter
ested merely in the ethical principles of Jesus; he was 
not interested merely in general principles of religion 
or of ethics. On the contrary, he was interested in the 
redeeming work of Christ and its effect upon us. His 
primary interest was in Christian doctrine, and 
Christian doctrine not merely in its presuppositions 

but at its center. If Christianity is to be. made inde
pendent of doctrine, then Paulinism must be re
moved from Christianity root and branch. 

But what of that? Some men are not afraid of the 
conclusion. If Paulinism must be removed, they say, 
we can get along without it. May it not turn out that 
in introducing a doctrinal element into the life of the 
Church Paul was only perverting a primitive Chris
tianity which was as independent of doctrine as even 
the modern liberal preacher could desire? 

This suggestion is clearly overruled by the his
torical evidence. The problem certainly cannot be 
solved in so easy a way. Many attempts have indeed 
been made to separate the religion of Paul sharply 
from that of the primitive Jerusalem Church; many 
attempts have been made to show that Paul intro
duced an entirely new principle into the Christian 
movement or even was the founder of a new reli
gion. 1 But all such attempts have resulted in failure. 
The Pauline Epistles themselves attest a fundamental 
unity of principle between Paul and the original com
panions of Jesus, and the whole early history of the 
Church becomes unintelligible except on the basis of 
such unity. Certainly with regard to the fundamen
tally doctrinal character of Christianity Paul was no 
innovator. The fact appears in the whole character of 
Paul's relationship to the Jerusalem Church as it is 
attested by the Epistles, and it also appears with star
tling clearness in the precious passage in 1 Cor. 3-7, 
in which Paul summarizes the tradition [doctrine 
handed down] he had recejved from the primitive 
Church. What is it that forms the content of that 
primitive teaching? Is it a general principle of the 
fatherliness of God or the brotherliness of man? Is it 
a vague admiration for the character of Jesus such as 
that which prevails in the modern Church? Nothing 
could be further from the fact. "Christ died for our 
sins," said the primitive disciples, "according to the 
Scriptures; he was buried; he has been raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures." From the be
ginning, the Christian gospel, as indeed the name 
"gospel" or "good news" implies, consisted in an ac
count of something that had happened. And from 
the beginning, the meaning of the happening was set 
forth; and when the meaning of the happening was 
set forth then there was Christian doctrine. "Christ 

1 Some account of these attempts has been given by the present writer in The Origin of Paul's Religion, 1921. 
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died" - that is history; "Christ died for our sins" -
that is doctrine. Without these two elements, joined 
in an absolutely indissoluble union, there is no Chris
tianity. 

It is perfectly clear, then, that the first Christian 
missionaries did· not simply come forward with an 
exhortation; they did not say: "jesus of Nazareth 
lived a wonderful life of filial piety, and we call upon 
you our hearers to yield yourselves, as we have done, 
to the spell of that life." Certainly that is what mod
ern historians would have expected the first Chris
tian missionaries to say, but it must be recognized 
that as a matter of fact they said nothing of the kind. 
Conceivably the first disciples of jesus, after theca
tastrophe of His death, might have engaged in quiet 
meditation upon His teaching. They might have said 
to themselves that "Our Father which art in heaven" 
was a good way of addressing God even though the 
One who had taught them that prayer was dead. 
They might have clung to the ethical principles of 
jesus and cherished the vague hope that the One 
who enunciated such principles had some personal 
existence beyond the grave. Such reflections might 
have seemed very natural to the modern man. But to 
Peter, james and John they certainly never occurred. 
jesus had raised in them high hopes; those hopes 
were destroyed by the Cross; and reflections on the 
general principles of religion and ethics were quite 
powerless to revive the hopes again. The disciples of 
Jesus had evidently been far inferior to their Master 
in every possible way; they had not understood His 
lofty spiritual teaching, but even in the hour of sol
emn crisis had quarreled over great places in the ap
proaching Kingdom. What hope was there that such 
men could succeed where their Master had failed? 
Even when He had been with them, they had been 
powerless; and now that He was taken from them, 
what little power they may have had was gone. 2 

Yet those same weak, discouraged men, within a 
few days after the death of their Master, instituted 
the most important spiritual movement that the 
world has ever s~en. What had produced the aston
ishing change? What had transformed the weak and 
cowardly disciples into the spiritual conquerors of 
the world? Evidently it was not the mere memory of 
jesus' life, for that was a source of sadness rather 

than of joy. Evidently the disciples of jesus, within 
the few days between the crucifixion and the begin
ning of their work in jerusalem, had received some 
new equipment for their task. What that new equip
ment was, at least the outstanding and external ele
ment in it (to say nothing of the endowment which 
Christian men believe to have been received at Pente
cost), is perfectly plain. The great weapon with 
which the disciples of jesus set out to conquer the 
world was not a mere comprehension of eternal 
principles; it was an historical message, an account 
of something that had recently happened, it was the 
message, "He is risen. "3 

But the message of the resurrection was not iso
lated. It was connected with the death of jesus, seen 
now to be not a failure but a triumphant act of divine 
grace; it was connected with the entire appearance of 
Jesus upon earth. The coming of Jesus was under
stood now as an act of God by which sinful men 
were saved. The primitive Church was concerned 
not merely with what jesus had said, but also, and 
primarily, with what jesus had done. The world was 
to be redeemed through the proclamation of an 
event. And with the event went the meaning of the 
event; and the setting forth of the event with the 
meaning of the event was doctrine. These two ele
ments are always combined in the Christian message. 
The narration of the facts is history; the narration of 
the facts with the meaning of the facts is doctrine. 
"Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried" - that is history. "He loved me and 
gave Himself for me"- that is doctrine. Such was 
the Christianity of the primitive Church. 

"But," it may be said, "even if the Christianity of 
the primitive Church was dependent upon doctrine, 
we may still emancipate ourselves from such depen
dence; we may appeal from the primitive Church to 
jesus Himself. It has already been admitted that if 
doctrine is to be abandoned, Paul must be aban
doned; it may now be admitted that if doctrine is to 
be abandoned, even the primitive Jerusalem Church, 
with its message of the resurrection, must be aban
doned. But possibly we can still find in jesus Himself 
the simple, non doctrinal religion that we desire." 
Such is the real meaning of the modern slogan,. "Back 
to Christ." 

2 Compare History and Faith, 1915 (reprinted from Princeton Theological Review for july, 1915), pp. 10f. . . . 
3 Compare A Rapid Survey of the Literature and History of New Testament Times, published by the Presbytenan Board of Pubhcataon and Sabbath 

School Work, Student's Text Book, pp. 42f 
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Must we really take such a step as that? It would 
certainly be an extraordinary step. A great religion 
derived its power from the message of the redeeming 
work of Christ; without that message Jesus and His 
disciples would soon have been forgotten. The same 
message, with its implications, has been the very 
heart and soul of the Christian movement through
out the centuries. Yet we are now asked to believe 
that the thing that has given Christianity its power all 
through the centuries was a blunder, that the origina
tors of the movement misunderstood radically the 
meaning of their Master's life and work, and that it 
has been left to us moderns to get the first inkling of 
the initial mistake. Even if this view of the case were 
correct, and even if Jesus Himself taught a religion 
like that of modern liberalism, it would still be 
doubtful whether such a religion could rightly be 
called Christianity; for the name Christian was first 
applied only after the supposed decisive change had 
taken place, and it is very doubtful whether a name 
which through nineteen centuries has been so firmly 
attached to one religion ought now suddenly to be 
applied to another. If the first disciples of Jesus really 
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departed so radically from their Master, then the bet
ter terminology wo.uld probably lead us to say simply 
that Jesus was not the founder of Christianity, but of 
a simple, nondoctrinal religion, long forgotten, but 
now rediscovered by modern men. Even so, the con
trast between liberalism and Christianity would still 
appear. 

But as a matter of fact, such a strange state of af
fairs does not prevail at all. It is not true that in bas
ing Christianity upon an event the disciples of Jesus 
were departing from the teaching of their Master. 
For certainly Jesus Himself did the same thing. Jesus 
did not content Himself with enunciating general 
principles of religion and ethics; the picture of Jesus 
as a sage similar to Confucius, uttering wise maxims 
about conduct, may satisfy Mr. H.G. Wells, as he 
trips along lightly over the problems of history, but it 
disappears as soon as one engages seriously in his
torical research. "Repent," said Jesus, "for the King
dom of Heaven is at hand." The gospel which Jesus 
proclaimed in Galilee consisted in the proclamation 
of a coming Kingdom. But clearly Jesus regarded the 
coming of the Kingdom as an event, or as a series of 
events. No doubt He also regarded the Kingdom as a 
present reality in the souls of men; no doubt He rep
resented the Kingdom in one sense as already 
present. We shall not really succeed in getting along 
without this aspect of the matter in our interpreta
tion of Jesus' words. But we shall also not get along 
without the other aspect, according to which the 
coming of the Kingdom depended upon definite and 
catastrophic events. But if Jesus regarded the coming 
of the Kingdom as dependent upon a definite event, 
then His teaching was similar at the decisive point to 
that of the primitive Church; neither He nor the 
primitive Church enunciated merely general and per
manent principles of religion; both of them, on the 
contrary, made the message depend upon something 
that happened. Only, in the teaching of Jesus the 
happening was represented as being still in the fu
ture, while in that of the Jerusalem Church the first 
act of it at least lay already in the past. Jesus pro
claimed the event as coming; the disciples pro
claimed part of it at least as already past; but the im
portant thing is that both Jesus and the disciples did 
proclaim an event. Jesus was certainly not a mere 
enunciator of permanent truths, like the modern lib
eral preacher; on the contrary He was conscious of 
standing at the turning-point of the ages, when what 
had never been was now to come to be. 

But Jesus announced not only an event; He 



announced also the meaning of the event. It is natu
ral, indeed, that the full meaning could be made clear 
only after the event had taken place. If Jesus really 
came, then, to announce, and to bring about, an 
event, the disciples were not departing from His pur
pose, if they set forth the meaning of the event more 
fully than it could be set forth during the preliminary 
period constituted by the earthly ministry of their 
Master. But Jesus Himself, though by way of proph
ecy, did set forth the meaning of the great happening 
that was to be at the basis of the new era. 

Certainly He did so, and grandly, if the words at
tributed to Him in all of the Gospels are really His. 
But even if the Fourth Gospel be rejected, and even if 
the most radical criticism be applied to the other 
three, it will still be impossible to get rid of this ele
ment in Jesus' teaching. The significant words attrib
uted to Jesus at the Last Supper with regard to His 
approaching death, and the utterance of Jesus in Mk. 
v. 45 ("The Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto but to minister, and to give His life a ransom 
for many"), have indeed been the subject of vigorous 
debate. It is difficult to accept such words as authen
tic and yet maintain the modem view of Jesus at all. 
Yet it is also difficult to get rid of them on any critical 
theory. What we are now concerned with, however, 
is something more general than the authenticity even 
of these precious words. What we ate now con
cerned to observe is that Jesus certainly did not con
tent Himself with the enunciation of permanent 
moral principles; He certainly did announce an ap
proaching event; and He certainly did not announce 
the event without giving some account of its mean
ing. But when He gave an account of the meaning of 
the event, no matter how brief that account may 
have been, He was overstepping the line that sepa
rates an undogmatic religion, or even a dogmatic re
ligion that teaches only eternal principles, from one 
that is rooted in the significance of definite historical 
facts; He was placing a great gulf between Himself 
and the philosophic modem liberalism which today 
incorrectly bears His name. 

In another way also the teaching of Jesus was 
rooted in doctrine. It was rooted in doctrine because 
it depended upon a stupendous presentation of 
Jesus' own Person. The assertion is often made, 

indeed, that Jesus kept His own Person out of His 
gospel, and came forward merely as the supreme 
prophet of God. That assertion lies at the very root 
of the modern liberal conception of the life of Christ. 
But common as it is, it is radically false. And it is in
teresting to observe how the liberal historians them
selves, so soon as they begin to deal seriously with 
the sources, are obliged to admit that the real Jesus 
was not all that they could have liked Jesus to be. 
Houston Stewart Chamberlain, 4 indeed, can con
struct a Jesus who was the advocate of a pure, "form
less," nondoctrinal religion; but trained historians, 
despite their own desires, are obliged to admit that 
there was an element in the real Jesus which refuses 
to be pressed into any such mould. There is to the 
liberal historians, as Heitmiiller has significandy 
said, "something almost uncanny" aboutJesus.5 

This "uncanny" element in Jesus is found in His 
Messianic consciousness. The strange fact is that this 
pure teacher of righteousness appealed to by modem 
liberalism, this classical exponent of the 
nondoctrinal religion which is supposed to underlie 
all the historical religions as the irreducible truth re
maining after the doctrinal accretions have been re
moved - the strange fact is that this supreme 
revealer of eternal truth supposed that He was to be 
the chief actor in a world catastrophe and was to sit 
in judgment upon the whole earth. Such is the stu
pendous form in which Jesus applied to Himself the 
category of Messiahship. 

It is interesting to observe how modem men have 
dealt with the Messianic consciousness of Jesus. 
Some, like Mr. H.G. Wells, have practically ignored 
it. Without discussing the question whether it be his
torical or not they have practically treated it as 
though it did not exist, and have not allowed it to 
disturb them at all in their construction of the sage of 
Nazareth. The Jesus thus reconstructed may be use
ful as investing modern programs with the sanctity of 
His hallowed name; Mr. Wells may find it edifying to 
associate Jesus with Confucius in a brotherhood of 
beneficent vagueness. But what ought to be clearly 
understood is that such a Jesus has nothing to do 
with history. He is a purely imaginary figure, .a sym
bol and not a fact. 

Others, more seriously, have recognized the ex-

4 Menseh and Cott, 1921. Compare the review in Princeton Theological Review, xx, 1922, pp. 327-329. 
s Heitmuller, Jesus, 1913, p. 71. See The Origin of Paul's Religion, 1921, p. 157. 
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istence of the problem, but have sought to avoid it by 
denying that Jesus ever thought that He was the Mes
siah, and by supporting their denial, not by mere as
sertions, but by a critical examination of the sources. 
Such was the effort, for example, of W. Wrede, 6 and a 
brilliant effort it was. But it has resulted in failure. 
The Messianic consciousness of Jesus is not merely 
rooted in the sources considered as documents, but it 
lies at the very basis of the whole edifice of the 
Church. If, as J. Weiss has pertinently said, the dis
ciples before the crucifixion had merely been told 
that the Kingdom of God was coming, if Jesus had re
ally kept altogether in the background His own part 
in the Kingdom, then why when despair finally gave 
place to joy did the disciples not merely say, "Despite 
Jesus' death, the Kingdom that He foretold will truly 
come"? Why did they say rather, "Despite His death, 
He is the Messiah"?7 From no point of view, then, can 
the fact be denied that Jesus did claim to be the Mes
siah - neither from the poin.t of view of acceptance 
of the Gospel witness as a whole, nor from the point 
of view of modern naturalism. 

And when the Gospel account of Jesus is consid
ered closely, it is found to involve the Messianic con
sciousness throughout. Even those parts of the Gos
pels which have been regarded as most purely ethical 
are found to be based altogether upon Jesus' lofty 
claims. The Sermon on the Mount is a striking ex
ample. It is the fashion now to place the Sermon on 
the Mount in contrast with the rest of the New Testa
ment. "We will have nothing to do with theology," 
men say in effect, "we will have nothing to do with 
miracles, with atonement, or with heaven or with 
hell. For us the Golden Rule is a sufficient guide of 
life; in the simple principles of the Sermon on the 
Mount we discover a solution of all the problems of 
society." It is indeed rather strange that men can 
speak in this way. Certainly it is rather derogatory to 
Jesus to assert that never except in one brief part of 
His recorded words did He say anything that is worth 
while. But even in the Sermon on the Mount there is 
far more than some men suppose. Men say that it 
contains no theology; in reality it contains theology 
of the most stupendous kind. In particular, it contains 
the loftiest possible presentation of Jesus' own Per
son. That presentation appears in the strange note of 

'Das Messiasgehsimnis in den Evangelien, 1901 

authority which pervades the whole dis~ourse; it ap
pears in the recurrent words, "But I say unto you." 
Jesus plainly puts His own words on equality with 
what He certainly regarded as the divine words of 
Scripture; He claimed the right to legislate for the 
Kingdom of God. Let it not be objected that this 
note of authority involves merely a prophetic con
sciousness in Jesus, a mere right to speak in God's 
name as God's Spirit might lead. For what prophet 
ever spoke in this way? The prophets said, "Thus 
saith the Lord," but Jesus said, "I say." We have no 
mere prophet here, no mere humble exponent of 
the will of God; but a stupendous Person speaking 
in a manner which for any other person would be 
abominable and absurd. The same thing appears in 
the passage Matt. vii. 21-23: "Not everyone who 
says to me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father 
who is in heaven. Many shall say to me in that day: 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name, 
and in thy name cast out demons, and in thy name 
done many mighty works? And then I shall confess 
to them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work lawlessness." This passage is in some respects 
a favorite with modern liberal teachers; for it is in
terpreted - falsely, it is true, yet plausibly - as 
meaning that all that a man needs to attain standing 
with God is an approximately right performance of 
his duties to his fellowmen, and not any assent to a 
creed or even any direct relation to Jesus. But have 
those who quote the passage so triumphantly in this 
way ever stopped to reflect upon the other side of 
the picture - upon the stupendous fact that in this 
same passage the eternal destinies of men are made 
dependent upon the word of Jesus? Jesus here rep
resents Himself as seated on the judgment-seat of all 
the earth, separating whom He will forever from the 
bliss that is involved in being present with Him. 
Could anything be further removed than such a 
Jesus from the humble teacher of righteousness ap
pealed to by modern liberalism? Clearly it is impos
sible to escape from theology, even in the chosen 
precincts of the Sermon on the Mount. A stupen
dous theology, with Jesus' own Person at the center 
of it, is the presupposition of the whole teaching. 

But may not that theology still be removed? 

7 J. Weiss, "Das Problem der Entstehung des Christentums," In Archie fur Religionswissenschah, xvi. 1913, p. 456. See The Origin of Paul's Religion, 
1921, p. 156. 
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May we not get rid of the bizarre, theological ele
ment which has intruded itself even into the Sermon 
on the Mount, and content ourselves merely with the 
ethical portion of the discourse? The question, from 
the point of view of modern liberalism, is natural. 
But it must be answered with an emphatic negative. 
For the fact is that the ethic of the discourse, taken 
by itself, will not work at all. The Golden Rule fur
nishes an example. "Do unto others as you would 
have others do unto you"- is that rule a rule of uni
versal application, will it really solve all the problems 
of society? A little experience shows that such is not 
the case. Help a drunkard to get rid of his evil habit, 
and you will soon come to distrust the modern inter
pretation of the Golden Rule. The trouble is that the 
drunkard's companions apply the rule only too well; 
they do unto him exactly what they would have him 
do unto them - by buying him a drink. The Golden 
Rule becomes a powerful obstacle in the way of 
moral advance. But the trouble does not lie in the 
rule itself; it lies in the modern interpretation of the 
rule. The error consists in supposing that the Golden 
Rule, with the rest of the Sermon on the Mount, is 
addressed to the whole world. As a matter of fact the 
whole discourse is expressly addressed to jesus' dis
ciples; and from them the great world outside is dis
tinguished in the plainest possible way. The persons 
to whom the Golden Rule is addressed are persons in 
whom a great change has been wrought - a change 
which fits them for entrance into the Kingdom of 
God. Such persons will have pure desires; they, and 
they only, can safely do unto others as they would 
have others do unto them, for the things that they 
would have others do unto them are high and pure. 

So it is with the whole of the discourse. The new 
law of the Sermon on the Mount, in itself, can only 
produce despair. Strange indeed is the complacency 
with which modern men can say that the Golden 
Rule and the high ethical principles of jesus are all 
that they need. In reality, if the requirements for en
trance into the Kingdom of God are what jesus de
clares them to be, we are all undone; we have not 
even attained to the external righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, and how shall we attain to that 
righteousness of the heart which Jesus demands? The 
Sermon on the Mount, rightly interpreted, then, 
makes man a seeker after some divine means of sal
vation by which entrance into the Kingdom can be 
obtained. Even Moses was too high for us; but be
fore this higher law of Jesus who shall stand without 
being condemned? The Sermon on the Mount, like 

all the rest of the New Testament, really leads a man 
straight to the foot of the Cross. 

Even the discip 1 ~s, to whom the teaching of jesus 
was first addressed, knew well that they needed 
more than guidance in the way that they should go. 
It is only a superficial reading of the Gospels that can 
find in the relation which the disciples sustained to 
jesus a mere relation of pupil to Master. When Jesus 
said, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest," he was speaking not 
as a philosopher calling pupils to his school; but as 
One who was in possession of rich stores of divine 
grace. And this much at least the disciples knew. 
They knew well in their heart of hearts that they had 
no right to stand in the Kingdom; they knew that 
only jesus could win them entrance there. They did 
not yet know fully how Jesus could make them chil
dren of God; but they did know that He could do it 
and He alone. And in that trust all the theology of 
the great Christian creeds was in expectation con
tained. 

At this point, an objection may arise. May we not 
- the modern liberal will say- may we not now re
turn to that simple trust of the disciples? May we not 
cease to ask how Jesus saves; may we not simply 
leave the way to Him? What need is there, then, of 
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defining "effectual calling," what need of enumerat
ing "justification, adoption and sanctification and 
the several benefits which in thL life do either ac
company or flow from them"? What need even of 
rehearsing the steps in the saving work of Christ as 
they were rehearsed by the Jerusalem Church; what 
need of saying that "Christ died for our sins accord
ing to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he has 
been raised on the third day according to the Scrip
tures"? Should not our trust be in a Person rather 
than in a message; in Jesus, rather than in what Jesus 
did; in Jesus' character rather than in Jesus' death? 

Plausible words these are - plausible, and piti
fully vain. Can we really return to Galilee; are we re
ally in the same situation as those who came to Jesus 
when He was on earth? Can we hear Him say to us, 
"Thy sins are forgiven thee"? These are serious ques
tions, and they cannot possibly be ignored. The plain 
fact is that Jesus of Nazareth died these nineteen 
hundred years ago. It was possible for the men of 
Galilee in the first century to trust Him: for to them 
He extended His aid. For them, life's problem was 
easy. They needed only to push in through the crowd 
or be lowered through some Capernaum roof, and 
the long search was over. But we are separated by 
nineteen centuries from the One who alone could 
give us aid. How can we bridge the gulf of time that 
separates us from Jesus? 

Some persons would bridge the gulf by the mere 
use of the historical imagination. "Jesus is not dead," 
we are told, "but lives on through His recorded 
words and deeds; we do not need even to believe it 
all; even a part is sufficient; the wonderful personal
ity of Jesus shines out clear from the Gospel story. 
Jesus, in other words, may still be known; let us sim
ply - without theology, without controversy, with
out inquiry about miracles - abandon ourselves to 
His spell, and He will heal us." 

There is certain plausibility about that. It may 
readily b.e admitted that Jesus lives on in the Gospel 
record. In that narrative we see not merely a lifeless 
picture, but receive the impression of a living Person. 

· We can still, as we read, share the astonishment of 
those who listened to the new teaching in the syna
gogue at Capernaum. We can sympathize with the 
faith and devotion of the little band of disciples who 
would not leave Him when others were offended at 
the hard saying. We feel a sympathetic thrill of joy at 
the blessed relief which was given to those who were 
ill in body and in mind. We can appreciate the won
derful love and compassion of Him who was sent to 
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seek and to save that which was lost. A wonderful 
story it is indeed - not dead, but pulsating with life 
at every turn. 

Certainly the Jesus of the Gospels is a real, a liv
ing Person. But that is not the only question. We are 
going forward far too fast. Jesus lives in the Gospels 
- so much may freely be admitted - but we of the 
twentieth century, how may we come into vital rela
tion to Him? He died nineteen hundred years ago. 
The life which He now lives in the Gospels is simply 
the old life lived over and over again. And in that life 
we have no place; in that life we are spectators, not 
actors. The life which Jesus lives in the Gospels is af
ter all for us but the spurious life of the stage. We sit 
silent in the playhouse and watch the absorbing Gos
pel drama of forgiveness and healing and love and 
courage and high endeavor; in rapt attention we fol
low the fortunes of those who came to Jesus laboring 
and heavy laden and found rest. For a time our own 
troubles are forgotten. But suddenly the curtain falls, 
with the closing of the book, and out we go again 
into the cold humdrum of our own lives. Gone are 
the warmth and gladness of an ideal world, and "in 
their stead a sense of real things comes doubly 
strong." We are no longer living over again the lives 
of Peter and James and John. Alas, we are living our 
own lives once more, with our own problems and 
our own misery and our own sin. And still we are 
seeking our own Savior. 

Let us not deceive ourselves. A Jewish teacher of 
the first century can never satisfy the longing of our 
souls. Clothe Him with all the art of modern re
search, throw upon Him the warm, deceptive cal
cium-light of modern sentimentality; and despite it 
all common sense will come to its rights again, and 
for our brief hour of self-deception - as though we 
had been with Jesus- will wreak upon us the re
venge of hopeless disillusionment. 

But, says the modern preacher, are we not, in be
ing satisfied with the "historical" Jesus, the great 
teacher who proclaimed the Kingdom of God, 
merely restoring the simplicity of the primitive gos
pel? No, we answer, you are not, but, temporally at 
least, you are not so very far wrong. You are really 
returning to a very primitive stage in the life of the 
Church. Only, that stage is not the Galilean spring
time. For in Galilee men had a living Savior. There 
was one time and one time only when the disciples 
lived, like you, merely on the memory of Jesus. 
When was it? It was a gloomy, desperate time. It was 
the three sad days after the crucifixion. Then and 



then only did Jesus' disciples regard Him merely as a 
blessed memory. "We trusted," they said, "that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel." "We 
trusted"- but now our trust is gone. Shall were
main, with modern liberalism, forever in the gloom 
of those sad days? Or shall we pass out from it to the 
warmth and joy of Pentecost? 

Certainly we shall remain forever in the gloom if 
we attend merely to the character of Jesus and neglect 
the thing that He has done, if we try to attend to the 
Person and neglect the message. We may have joy for 
sadness and power for weakness; but not by easy half
way measures, not by avoidance of controversy, not by 
trying to hold on to Jesus and yet reject the gospel. 
What was it that within a few days transformed a band 
of mourners into the spiritual conquerors of the 
world? It was not the memory of Jesus' life; it was not 
the inspiration which came from past contact with 
Him. But it was the message, "He is risen." That mes
sage alone gave to the disciples a living Savior; and it 
alone can give to us a living Savior today. We shall 
never have vital contact with Jesus if we attend to His 
person and neglect the message; for it is the message 
which makes Him ours. 

But the Christian message contains more than 
the fact of the resurrection. 8 It is not enough to know 
that Jesus is alive; it is not enough to know that a 
wonderful Person lived in the first century of the 
Christian era and that that Person still lives, some
where and somehow, today. Jesus lives, and that is 
well; but what good is it to us? We are like the inhab
itants of far-off Syria or Phoenicia in the days of His 
flesh. There is a wonderful Person who can heal ev
ery ill of body and mind. But, alas, we are not with 
Him, and the way is far. How shall we come into His 
presence? How shall contact be established between 
us and Him? For the people of ancient Galilee con
tact was established by a touch of Jesus' hand or a 
word from His lips. But for us the problem is not so 
easy. We cannot find Him by the lake shore or in 
crowded houses; we cannot be lowered into any 
room where He sits amid scribes and Pharisees. If we 
employ only our own methods of search, we shall 
find ourselves on a fruitless pilgrimage. Surely we 
need guic;lance, if we are to find our Savior. 

And in the New Testament we find guidance full 
and free - guidance so complete as to remove all 
doubt, yet so simple that a child can understand. 
Contact with Jesus according to the New Testament 
is established by what Jesus does, not for others, but 
for us. The account of what Jesus did for others is in
deed necessary. By reading how He went about do
ing good, how He healed the sick and raised the 
dead and forgave sins, we learn that He is a Person 
who is worthy of trust. But such knowledge is to the 
Christian man not an end in itself, but a means to an 
end. It is not enough to know that Jesug is a Person 
worthy of trust; it is also necessary to know that He 
is willing to have us trust Him. It is not enough that 
He saved others; we need to know also that He has 
saved us. 

That knowledge is given in the story of the 
Cross. For us Jesus does not merely place His fingers 
in the ears and say, "Be opened"; for us He does not 
merely say "Arise and walk." For us He has done a 
greater thing - for us He died. Our dreadful guilt, 
the condemnation of God's law - it was wiped out 
by an act of grace. That is the message which brings 
Jesus near to us, and makes Him not merely the Sav
ior of the men of Galilee long ago, but the Savior of 
you and me. 

It is vain, then, to speak of reposing trust in the 
Person without believing the message. For trust in
volves a personal relation between the one who 
trusts and him in whom the trust is reposed. And in 
this case the personal relation is set up by the blessed 
theology of the Cross. Without the eighth chapter of 
Romans, the mere story of the earthly life of Jesus 
would be remote and dead; for it is through the 
eighth chapter of Romans, or the message which that 
chapter contains, that Jesus becomes our Savior to
day. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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(jesus said, "If you love me you will keep my com
mandments, Uohn 14:15[ and, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, (Mark 16:16), and "Be 
thou faithful unto death and I will give thee the 
crown of life~~ [Rev 2:1 0[. Doctri~l, eh?) Fp 

• For what follows compare A Rapid Survey of the History and Literature of New Testament Times, published by the Presbyterian Board of Publica
tion and Sabbath School Work, Teacher's Manual, pp. 44£. 
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(We continue our study of world non-Christian religions.) 

Buddhism 
Edited, arranged, compiled by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Buddhism is a major world religion founded in 
northeastern India about 560 B.C. It is based 
on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, 

who became Buddha (Enlightened One). 

The Founder and His Philosophy 

Gautama rejected Hindu philosophy, challenged the 
authority of the Hindu priesthood, and denied the 
validity of the Vedic writings (Holy Books of Hindu
ism). 

Buddhism has undergone changes since it was 
first taught by Gaurama, and is today divided into 
two major parts. Each part has many subdivisions. 
Gautama was contemporary with the founder of 
Jainism, Vardhamana, also known as Mahaveria 
(Great Hero). 

Gautama, like Vardhamana, was an Indian prince 
and grew up in opulence. At nineteen he married a 
neighboring princess, and ten years later a son was 
born. While pleasure driving, he was deeply im
pressed by four passing sights; (1) a feeble old man, 
(2) a loathsomely sick man, (3) a corpse, and ( 4) a 
calm religious ascetic. He became distressed at the 
thought that all mankind were liable to old age, sick
ness, and death. He decided that stark personal suf
fering would win triumphant peace in his search for 
a better understanding of life. 

At the age of 29 (530 B.C.), he renounced his 
succession to the throne, his wife, and his new-born 
son, to become a hermit. He tested Brahmin 
(Hindu) philosophy and rejected it because he was 
convinced it would not lead him to the enlighten
ment he craved. He also tested the extreme bodily 
asceticism which Jainism was then advocating . 

. Gautama undertook for five years such rigid self-dis
cipline that he almost died, and became mere skin 
and bones. "He lived on nauseous foods, dressed in 
chafing and irritating garments, stood for days in 
one posture, sat on a couch of thorns, lay in a cem
etery on charred bones among rotting bodies, let 
dirt and filth accumulate on his body until it 
dropped off of itself, ate his own excrement, and be
came excessively thin." 
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When I was living on a single fruit a day, my 
body grew emaciated in the extreme; my 
limbs became like the knotted joints of with
ered creepers; like a buffalo's hoof were my 
shrunken buttocks; like the twists in a rope 
were my spinal vertebrae; like the rafters of a 
tumbled-down roof were my gaunt ribs; like 
the starry gleams on water deep down in the 
depths of a well, so shone my gleaming eyes 
deep down in the depths of their sockets; the 
scalp of my head shriveled and shrank ... If I 
sought to feel my belly, it was my backbone I 
found in my grasp (Dialogues of the Buddha, 
Oxford Press, Vol. 1, p. 56). 

Stumbling, fainting, his strength nearly gone, and 
close to death, Gautama turned aside into a grave
yard and sat down at the base of a tree {later known 
as Knowledge, or Bodhi-tree, or more simply Bo
tree) and meditated. He decided the cause of all hu
man suffering is greed. Sitting cross-legged under the 
Bo-tree, he contemplated the evil of intense desire 
for wrong things, and worked out a simple psycho
logical solution for the cause and cure of suffering, 
which he equated with evil. The Buddhist call this 
"The Four Noble Truths," which may be summarized 
as: existence involves suffering, suffering is caused 
by insatiable desires, suffering will cease when desire 
is terminated, and desire is suppressed by the 
Middle-path, also called the Noble Eight-fold Path, 
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that is right views, right aims, right speech, right ac
tion, right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, 
and right contemplation (Sacred Books of the East, 
10:1; 11:148-152; 13:95-102; 17:104-105). 

Guatama regained his strength by taking whole
some nourishment and went to Benares where he de
livered a sermon to ascetics at Deer Park: 

There are two extremes, 0 Almsmen, which 
he who has given up the world ought to avoid 
... A life given to sensual, vulgar, ignoble, and 
profitless pleasures and lusts. A life given to 
mortifications; this is painful and worthless. 
By avoiding these two extremes the truth
seeker gains a knowledge of the Middle Path, 
which leads to insight, which leads to wis
dom, which brings calm, knowledge, enlight
enment- to Nirvana (Man's Religions, John 
Noss, p. 176). 

Five ascetics were converted and the Sangha 
(Sung-ga - Buddhist monastic order) came into be
ing. When he had gained sixty disciples, Guatama 
(now Buddha- the Enlightened One) sent them 
forth to preach the doctrine of moderation and com
mon-sense. 

Buddha Guatama proclaimed, ''As soon as my 
knowledge and insight were clear regarding these 
noble truths, then did I become certain that I had at
tained to the full insight of that wisdom which is un
surpassed in the heavens or on the earth. Immovable 
is the emancipation of my heart. This is my last exist
ence. There will be no rebirth for me" (Sacred Books 
of the East, 11:152-153). 

Guatama preached a philosophy of salvation by a 
wise manipulation of one's states of consciousness, 
without any of the conventional appliances, such as 
d~ity, worship, ceremony, dogma, priesthood, or su
pernatural connections. He spoke out angrily against 
the Hindu conceptions of alleged metaphysical su
preme beings, the value of prayer, and the sacredness 
of the Vedic scriptures. He condemned the caste sys
tem of Hinduism and it ceased to apply to those who 
joined the Buddhist Order. 

The Enlightened One (Guatama) authorized his 
disciples to teach ten precepts: do not destroy life, 
do not steal; do not be unchaste; do not lie or de
ceive; do not use intoxicants; do not partake of food 
after mid-day; do not look on at dancing, singing, or 
dramatic spectacles; do not use scents, unguents, or 
ornaments; do not use high or broad beds; do not 
accept gold or silver. 

Guatama died at the age of 80 from the disease 
of dysentery caused by eating contaminated pork. 

Sacred Writings of Buddhism 
Three to five hundred years after his death, the wise 
sayings of Guatama Buddha were recorded by his de
voted disciples. The books of Buddha were written 
from oral tradition - handed down over several 
generations. 

There are three volumes regarded as sacred by 
Buddhists, which are called Tripitaka (three baskets). 
The three volumes or baskets are: Vinaya Pitaka 
(Monastic rules); Sutta Pitaka (Guatama's dis
courses); and Adhehamma Pittaka (higher doctrine). 
The Tripitaka has not been fully translated into En
glish, but is a work in progress - the full, completed 
text will probably occupy 10,000 pages. 

Principal Features of Buddhism 
The Law of Karma: Borrowed from Hinduism, it is 
"the law of action or deed," an inescapable, imper
sonal assumption of justice and moral retribution. 

The Delusion of Self: The thought of self shades 
and darkens every good aim; therefore banish every 
ground of self. Think yourself into non-existence to 
overcome selfishness. 

Transmigration of Soul: The manner in which the 
law of Karma operates to produce reincarnation in 
this miserable world. 

Nirvana: complete enlightenment resulting in 
ceasing to exist, though some Buddhist scholars 
question· whether Nirvana means annihilation. 

Spread of Buddhism 

Buddhism spread from India to Sri Lanka, China, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Myanmar (formerly known as 
Burma), Laos, Japan, Taiwan, Tibet, Nepal, 
Mongolia, Korea, and Vietnam, as well as in India. 
The number of Buddhists worldwide has been esti
mated at between 150 and 300 million. The new re
ligion did not require a person to give up his former 
religion and many held to the religion of their fa
thers while accepting Buddhism. 

Development of Buddhism 
Mter his death, the followers of Guatama Buddha 
endowed him with supernatural origin, intention, 
and attainment. It is remarkable that Gautama,. who 
taught no divine ob)ect of worship, is himself wor
shiped with numerous images - idols. 

Any person who strenuously follows the monas
tic order can become Buddha and, over the years, 
thousands have proclaimed themselves to be En
lightened (Buddha). The idea of Buddha living in a 
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celestial state and free from reincarnation is accepted 
by many. Guatama is thought by some Buddhist to be 
the Grand Buddha - still living, but no longer suf
fering reincarnation. 

Buddhist are split into groups Mahayana 1 and 
Hinayana2• Orientals turned Mahayana Buddhism 
into idolatry, which became mystical and given to 
divination. Mahayanists teach many Buddhas before 
Guatama, and many after. 

Zen Buddhism developed in China and Japan 
and is the peculiarly Chinese way of accomplishing 
the Buddhist goal of seeing the world with a mind 
that has no grasping of thoughts or feelings. This at
titude is called "no-mind" (Chinese wu-hsin), a state 
of consciousness wherein thoughts move without 
leaving any trace. Zen holds that such freedom of 
mind comes through direct and immediate insight. 
Its exponents answer religious questions by symbolic 
words or actions; typical is the reply of the Zen mas
ter Yao-shan, who, on being asked "What is the Way 
[of Zen]?" answered, "A cloud in the sky and water 

in the jug!" When asked, "Who is Buddha?" Yao
shan answered, "Three measures of flax." Zen stu
dents prepare themselves to be receptive to such an
swers by sitting in meditation while they simply ob
serve, without mental comment, whatever may be 
happening. 

Buddhism Today 

Under the Communist republics in Asia, Buddhism 
has faced a difficult time. In China it continues to 
exist, although under strict government regulation 
and supervision. In Tibet, the Chinese, after their 
takeover and the escape of the Dalai Lama and other 
Buddhist officials into India in 1959, attempted to 
undercut Buddhist influence. Growing interest in 
Asian culture and spiritual values in the West has led 
to the development of a number of societies devoted 
to the study and practice of Buddhism. Zen has 
grown in the United States to encompass more than a 
dozen meditation centers and a number of monaster
ies. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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1 Ma·ha·ya·na IIi and universal salvation (Encarta Reference Library 2003). I); 
2 Hi·na·ya·na fi: the form of Buddhism, mainly found in Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia, characterized by adherence to the early Pali scriptures and 
the atheistic pursuit of purification through Nirvana (Encarta Reference Library 2003). 
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A Living Will 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed Hardeman University 

T he Terri Schiavo case - closed by her death 
on March 31, 2005 - has provoked anger, 
distress and quandary. It has caused concern 

about preparing a will, as well as a living will. 

A Will 
A last will and testament is a legal document about 
one's affairs. Even the "pope" had a will. A high per
centage of Americans do not have a will and do not 
find it necessary. Even Christ had a will under which 
we live in this age. "For where there is a testament, 
there must also of necessity be the death of the testa
tor. For a testament is in force after men are dead, 
since it has no power at all while the testator lives" 
(Heb. 9: 16-17) [All Scriptures references are from the 
New King James Version, unless otherwise noted]. 

If one does not have a will at the time of death, 
the state will decide on the distribution of assets 
which might not be in keeping with your long-time 
interests. Why allow your estate to go for causes -
even religious ones - that you do not endorse. 

Foundations have been established and it can be 
loosely set up to include non-Christians on the 
board. Cases are known that the foundation has 
awarded gifts that are contrary to the intent of the 
person who established it. 

Why make a will? It will save heartache for the 
spouse and children for they will have the task of dis
tributing the assets. One may not think the estate is 
large enough to have a will but after an inventory of 
property, the tabulation lists many more assets than it 
was first thought. Often by preparing a will, it is pos
sible to arrange it with favorable tax consequences. 
The venerable James E. Chessor stated, "We don't 
have to have many things and we don't need them 
very long." 

A Living Will 
A "living will" is more than a standard will. It is as 
stated by Robert Tanner, "A document that allows a 
person to state how far they want medical care to go 
if they become severely ill or injured and are unable 
to function without assistance - and, importandy, 
the limits they want to set on care." 

When this writer discussed preparing a living 
will, Dr •. Lynn Paterson cautioned how it should be 
written. In 2001, I had a serious car accident and it 
was questionable as to whether I would survive. If I 
had written a living will without sufficient provi
sions, the hospital force would not have installed 
tubes in me. The tubes were inserted - I am thank
ful that my life was spared. 

If I write a living will, I want the doctor to use 
medical devices as long as he felt that I had hope for 
living. After reviewing a sample copy from the state 
of Connecticut, it appears to have proper safeguards. 
The sample is as follows: 

I. (insert your name), the author of this docu
ment, request that, if my condition is deemed termi
nal or if I am determined to be permanendy uncon
scious, I be allowed to die and not be kept alive 
through life support systems. By terminal condition, 
I mean that I have an incurable or irreversible medi
cal condition which, without the administration of 
life support systems, will, in the opinion of my at
tending physician, result in death within a relatively 
short time. By permanendy unconscious I mean that 
I am in a permanent coma or persistent vegetative 
state which is an irreversible condition in which I am 
at no time aware of myself or the environment and 
show no behavioral response to the environment. 

This should be signed by you and at least two 
witnesses, or your signature should be certified by a 
Registered Notary Republic. 

As for me, I do not prefer to have my physical 
life prolonged with "tubes" if it seems my life caimot 
be normal and productive. 372 Mills St. 

Henderson. 1N 38340 
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-Panola Lectureship-
carthage Church of Christ • Carthage, Texas 

-September 25·28, 2005-

-The Last Days-

S11Dday, Sept. 26 

9:30 a.m .......... The Last Days of 2 Timothy 3:1-5 .................................... Barry Jones 

11 :00 a.m .......... Heaven, and What It Will Be Like to Be There .. H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

12:00 p.m .......... Fellowship Meal 

4:00 p.m .......... Panel Discussion 

5:00 p.m .......... Congregational Singing 

5:30 p.m .......... What Is Hell Like? ....................................................... Lindell Mitchell 

6:30 p.m .••....... Where Does the Spirit Go at Death? ............................ Foy Forehand 

Monday, Sept. 28 

7:15 p.m .•..••.... The Christian and Death .................................................... Paul Hillier 

8:00 p.m .•........ The Second Coming and the Thessalonian Epistles ..... Jackie Smart 

Tuesday, Sept. 2'7 

7:15 p.m ••........ In View of the Second Coming, What Manner of Persons 
Ought We to Be? .......................•........................................ Allen Hahn 

8:00 p.m .......... Before Christ Comes Lefs Take the Gospel 
to the Whole World ......•...................................................... Clay Martin 

Wednesday, Sept. 28 

7:15 p.m .......... Premillennialism Explained and Exposed .................... Steve Wiggins 

8:00 p.m ..•....... The Parable of the Ten Virgins ................................ Buddy Bankhead 
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-Mark Sloan, Director-

-carthage Church of Christ-
1309 West Panola Street 

(P.O. Box 325) 
Carthage, Texas 75633 

(903) 693-3268 



Potpourri ••• 
T wo thousand and five is already half gone ... 

"art is long and time is fleeting, and our 
hearts, thought strong and brave, still, like 

muffled drums, are beating funeral marches to the 
grave." 

We intend to leave some "footprints on the sands 
of time." 

For what it's worth, we submit for your evalua
tion another chapter of potpourri ... a footprint -
Have a worry-free day (Phil. 4:6). 

Darwinism - Again And Again And Agaia 
OTOPEKA, Kan., May 5- Six years after Kansas 

ignited a national debate over the teaching of evolu
tion, the state is poised to push through new science 
standards this summer requiring that Darwin's 
theory be challenged in the classroom. 

In the first of three day long hearings ... a parade 
of Ph.D.'s testified Thursday about the flaws they 
saw in mainstream science's explanation of the ori
gins of life. It was one part biology lesson, one part 
political theater, and the biggest stage yet for the 
emerging movement known as intelligent design, 
which posits that life's complexity cannot be ex
plained without a supernatural creator~ 

Darwin's defenders are refusing to testify at the 
hearings, which were called by the State Board of 
Education's conservative majority. But their lawyer 
forcefully cross-examined the other side's experts, ... 
peppering them with queries both profound and per
sonal. 

If the board adopts the new standards, as ex
pected, in June, Kansas would join Ohio, which took 
a similar step in 2002, in mandating students be 
taught that there is controversy over evolution. Leg
islators in Alabama and Georgia have introduced 
bills this season to allow teachers to challenge Dar
win in class, and the battle over evolution is simmer
ing on the local level in 20 states. 

While the proposed standards for Kansas do not 
specifically mention intelligent design - and many 
of its supporters prefer to avoid any discussion of it 
- critics contend they would open the door not just 
for those teachings, but to creationism, which holds 
to the Genesis account of God as the architect of the 
universe. 

"You can infer design just by examining some
thing, without knowing anything about where it 
came from," Dr. Harris, a witness, said, offering as 
an example "The Gods Must be Crazy," a film in 
which Mricans marvel at a Coke bottle that turns up 
in the desert. "I don't know who did it, I don't know 
how it was done, I don't know why it was done, I 
don't have to know any of that to know that it was 
designed." 

OAcross the street, where the evolutionists tried 
to entice reporters with sandwiches and snacks, Bob 
Bowden, an agricultural researcher at Kansas State 
University, denounced the hearings as a "kangaroo 
court." 

But Linda Holloway, a member of the 1999 state 
board that dumped evolution, said the mainstream 
scientists' failure to participate in the hearings sig
naled that "they're afraid to be cross-examined, 
they're afraid to defend their theory" (New York 
Times, May 6, 2005). 

Books by Hugo McCord 

From Heaven or From Men? 
The Bible must be from God because it answers the questions 
the sciences cannot. Its miracles, prophesy, doctrines and 
influence demonstrate that the Bible is from God. An excellent 
and scholarly 13-chapter study of evidences, this book is 
appropriate for private or class study. Questions at the end of 
every chapter. (pb) 57 pgs. BKBZOt .................................. $4.00 

Getting Acquainted with God 
Any name or description of deity is pointedly significanL 
Brother McCord spotlights 35 Old Testament descriptions of 
deity. Concentrating on God's own selection of names allows 
the richness of those names to be meaningful. To see those 
names, as precious jewels in a showcase, is to deepen one's 
appreciation of deity, serving to make one a better person. (pb) 
58 pgs. BKBZ03 .................................................................. $3.95 

The Disciples' Prayer 
An indepth study of the prayer misnamed "The Lord's Prayer" 
by many. "Jesus, when he gave the sample for a prayer was 
inveighing against vain repetitions. But that very example has 
become the most vainly uttered of any prayer before or siJJce." 
Does the Heavenly" Father bear that prayer today? Study brother 
McCord's discussion of each phrase and you will know. You 
will also learn of the petitions in the prayer "which are timeless 
and forever prayable." (bb) 89 pgs. BKBZ02 •.•••..•..•••..••..• $4.95 

$2.75 s&h • add .25 postageforeach additional book 
Tuas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367·6216 
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Seed lrom GIIYS 
GNEW YORK - To the dismay of gay-rights ac

tivists, the Food and Drug Admh.tstration is about to 
implement new rules recommending that any man 
who has engaged in homosexual sex in the previous 
five years be barred from serving as an anonymous 
sperm donor. 

The FDA has rejected calls to scrap the provi
sion, insisting that gay men collectively pose a 
higher-than-average risk of carrying the AIDS virus. 
Critic~ accuse the FDA of stigmatizing all gay men 
rather than adopting a screening process that focuses 
on high-risk sexual behavior by any would-be donor, 
gay or straight. "Under these rules, a heterosexual 
man who had unprotected sex with HIV-positive 
prostitutes would be OK as a donor one year later, 
but a gay man in a monogamous, safe-sex relation
ship is not OK unless he's been celibate for five 
years," said Leland Traiman, director of a clinic in 
Alameda, Calif., that seeks gay sperm donors. 

Traiman said adequate safety assurances can be 
provided by testing a sperm donor at the time of the 
initial donation, then freezing the sperm for six
month quarantine and testing the donor again to be 
sure there is no new sign of HIV or other infectious 
diseases. 

Kevin Cathcart, executive director of Lambda 
Legal, has called it "policy based on bigotry." 

"The part I find most offensive - and a little 
frightening - is that it isn't based on good science," 
Cathcart said. "There's a steadily increasing trend of 
heterosexual transmission of HIV, and yet the FDA 
still has this notion that you protect people by put
ting gay men out of the pool." 

The Baptist Church 
and The 
New Testament 
Church 
By Roy Deaver 

F=l 
l=::=J 

The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who made an 
attack upon churches of Christ. 12 chapters deal with the 
following three questions: 1. Is baptism essential for 
salvation? 2. Is the Baptist church the church of the 
New Testament? 3. Is the church of Christ a •new 
denomination"? BKA004 paperback, 82 pgs. 

$6.00 plus $2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 
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Some sperm banks, notably in California, have 
welcomed gay donors. The director of one of them, 
Alice Ruby of the Oakland-based Sperm Bank of 
California, said her staff had developed procedures 
for identifying gay men with an acceptably low risk 
ofHiv. 

Gay men are a major donor source at Traiman's 
Rainbow Flag sperm bank, and he said that practice 
would continue despite the new rules (May 6, 2005, 
NewsMax.com). 

Maryland lleallh Curriculum 

OAP- GREENBELT, Md.- A federal judge has 
blocked a county school system from instituting a 
new health curriculum that includes discussions of 
homosexuality and religion and a demonstration on 
how to use condoms. 

U.S. District Judge Alexander Williams issued a 
temporary restraining order Thursday that prevents 
the Montgomery County school system in suburban 
Washington, D.C., from using the pilot program in 
six schools. The program had been scheduled to be
gin Monday. During the 1 0-day restraining order, 
another hearing will be held on whether to extend it, 
the judge said. 

But school Superintendent Jerry D. Weast said in 
a statement after the ruling that he was suspending 
use of the curriculum for the rest of the school year 
and had ordered a review of its materials before de
ciding the future of the program. 

Williams agreed with two groups that filed a law
suit claiming the curriculum's discussion of homo
sexuality amounted to preferential treatment for reli
gions that preach tolerance of homosexuality over 
those that reject it. 

For example, the curriculum juxtaposes faiths 
such as Quakers and Unitarians that support full 
rights for homosexuals with groups such as Baptists, 
who are painted as "intolerant and biblically mis
guided," the judge wrote in his opinion. 

"The court is extremely troubled by the willing
ness of the defendants to venture, or perhaps more 
correctly, bound, into the crossroads of controversy 
where religion, morality and homosexuality con
verge," Williams wrote. 

The lawsuit was filed Tuesday by Citizens for a 
Responsible Curriculum, a county group composed 
mostly of parents, and the Virginia-based Parents 
and Friends of Ex-Gays and Gays. 

"I don't think it is right that we have 13-year-olds 
learning to think whether they are gay or straight," 



said Laura Quigley, who has three children in the 
school system. "We just need to let them be kids." 

The new curriculum was to be used in eighth and 
1Oth grades. The county planned to use it in all 
schools after testing it this spring. 

Previously, health teachers could only discuss ho
mosexuality in response to questions. Under the new 
program, they could bring up the issue on their own. 
The 1Oth-grade class would include a seven-minute 
video that discusses abstinence and includes a seg
ment where a woman puts a condom on a cucumber 
to demonstrate its use. 

Students and parents who choose not to take 
part are offered alternatives that include abstinence
only programs. 

MS Supports Gay Rights Bill 
$Microsoft, faced with unrelenting cnt1c1sm 

from employees and gay rights groups over its deci
sion to abandon support of a gay rights bill in Wash
ington State, reversed course again yesterday and an
nounced that it was now in support of the bill. 

Steve Ballmer, the company's chief executive, an
nounced the reversal in an e-mail message sent to 
35,000 employees in the United States. '~ter look
ing at the question from all sides, I've concluded that 
diversity in the workplace is such an important issue 
for our business that it should be included in our leg
islative agenda," Mr. Ballmer said. 

He added: "I respect that there will be different 
viewpoints. But as C.E.O., I am doing what I believe 
is right for our company as a whole." 

Long known for its internal policies protecting 
gay employees from discrimination and offering 
them benefits, ·Microsoft sparked uproar when offi
cials decided to take a "neutral" stance on the anti
discrimination bill this year, after having supported it 
the two previous years. 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premlllenialism, which some connect with that 
event. BKAM1 0 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Sex Scandals Rampant at U.N. 

ttUNITED NATIONS - Sex abuse allegations 
against U.N. peacekeepers and other staff more than 
doubled last year, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan said in a report released Thursday, calling the 
increase "deeply troubling." 

There were 121 allegations in 2004 compared 
with 53 allegations reported in 2003, Annan said in a 
report to the U.N. General Assembly. 

Annan said the rise in allegations could be partly 
due to new measures put in place by the U.N. to en
courage alleged victims to come for:ward. 

He added that the figures collected for last year 
may not reflect the extent of the abuse because some 
victims may still be unwilling to file complaints. 

The vast majority of allegations of sexual abuse 
and exploitation - 105 out of the total 121 -were 
leveled at U.N. peacekeepers. 

Forty-five percent of allegations against peace
keepers involved sex with minors and 15 percent in
volved rape or sexual assault. Thirty-one percent in
volved prostitution with adult women and the rest 
involved other forms of sexual exploitation and 
abuse. Allegations against 53 uniformed personnel 
were substantiated (NewsMax.com, May 5, 2005). 

Bad 
$For extremist Buddhists in Sri Lanka, some un

welcome guests rode in with the tsunami: Western 
aid workers. They fear these foreigners rendering aid 
will also render religion to disaster victims, fueling 
Christianity's spread throughout the South Asian is
land. 

Christians are a small fraction of the majority 
Buddhist nation and have endured over 150 attacks 
in the last two years. Gangs of Buddhists have set fire 
to church buildings and beaten pastors. Now the Sri 
Lankan government plans to introduce a bill in par.; 
liament that would outlaw "unethical" or coerced 
conversions. In practice it would make life hard for 
faith-based aid groups: Even giving food or a blanket 
to someone of another faith could earn fines and im
prisonment of up to seven years. 

Grumbling over Christian influences has already 
surfaced after the tsunami. In January organizers of 
an international fundraising cricket match for the 
wave's victims planned to funnel funds through 
World Vision. The prospect produced an unusual al
liance: Marxists and extremist Buddhists in parlia
ment demanded the government seize the money 
and distribute aid itself. In late 2003 militant 
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Buddhists labeled the aid group part of an "NGO 
mafia." One of its offices was fire-bombed that No
vember. 

This is not the first time anti-conversion legisla
tion has cropped up in Sri Lanka. Last July the 
hardline Buddhist party in parliament, the JHU, in
troduced a similar bill that the Supreme Court struck 
down. The latest version will likely be stronger, how
ever. The government has said the bill will go to con
science vote, meaning lawmakers will not have to 
vote along parry lines as is usual in a parliamentary 
system. "It will turn it into a Buddhist versus anti
Buddhist vote," said Roger Severino, legal counsel at 
the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. "It will put 
pressure on Buddhist MPs to vote for it." The Fund, 
a law firm that advocates freedom of religion, is 
working to defeat the bill ahead of its introduction 
this month. 

Despite the radical rhetoric, aid workers say tsu
nami victims are overwhelmingly grateful for the 
help they are receiving. "The people who are oppos
ing us are people who are far away from the tsunami 
areas coming by jeep, coming by car and beating up 
on Christian workers," explained KP Yohannan, 
president of Gospel for Asia. Still, he stresses that 
persecution against Christians is not new in Sri 
Lanka. While the anti-conversion bill could make 
ministry harder, he said his workers plan to keep 
sharing the gospel no matter what happens. 

Quotes 
@ "There is no doubt in my mind there is a living 

God. And no doubt in my mind that Lord, Christ, was 
sent by the Almighty" (President George W. Bush). 

"You know, you do anything for your kids" (Jef
frey Robertson who on April 7 shot and wounded his 
son's high-school football coach). 

Momma Don't Allow No Bibles 'Round Here 
@An elementary school principal who barred 

students from reading the Bible during recess after a 
complaint from parents is violating the Constitution, 
according to a public-interest law firm challenging 
his actions. 

In a letter to the Knox County School District in 
Tennessee, the Alliance Defense Fund declared the 
principal of Karns Elementary School is on "shaky 
constitutional ground." 

"The Constitution does not prohibit Bibles dur
ing recess; it prohibits the wholesale banning of 
Bibles during recess," said Charles Pope, the ADF-al
lied attorney who wrote the letter to the district. 
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"A school official cannot tell a student that he 
can't bring his Bible to school or study it with friends 
during non-classroom time," Pope stated. 

According to ADF, 10-year-old student Luke 
Whitson used his regularly scheduled recess time to 
read the Bible with a few friends on his school's play
ground. After receiving a complaint from a parent, 
the principal reportedly ordered the students to stop 
their activity, put their Bibles away and cease from 
bringing them to school. 

"There are no 'age discrimination' allowances in 
the First Amendment of the Constitution," said ADF 
Senior Counsel Joseph Infranco. "The law protects 
these students the same as it protects all students." 

Infranco said children "have rights of speech and 
association during their non-instructional time, and 
the school may not curtail those rights because of 
their age." 

Whitson's parents sought legal assistance from 
Pope, who contends " the law as it pertains to this 
situation is well settled." 

"Students may have religious discussions and 
Bible study during non-instructional time," he ex
plained in his letter. "The school district should im
mediately issue a statement addressing the unconsti
tutional actions and policy and alerting all personnel 
to permit Luke and other similarly situated students 
to exercise their constitutional rights." 

496 Hugo Mc:Cord Artic:leson a CD 
plus 

9 artic:les on Muslims by Bill Humble 
Articles in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF 

$10.99 
$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

A reprint of a classic 

A Guide to Bible Study 
by J. w. McGarvey (1829-1911) 

Designed to afford suggestion and assistance to those who 
desire a fuller and more accurate knowledge of the Bible. 
Included are a brief summary of the making and purpose of 
the Bible; its chief division; short sketches of the various 
books; and other material helpful to the Bible student ... 
small and concise enough to be kept readily at hand for 
reference. 1567941060, paperback, 97 pgs. 

$3.95 • $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



Sfudenfs Should Nof Be Sfarkers 
OStudents will not be allowed to wear mid

riff-baring shirts, low-rise pants, and pajamas in 
Modesto, Calif., when school resumes next fall. 

So, what will students wear? 
Students are reported to have said they don't 

know what they will· wear when the new dress code 
rules go into effect because almost everything in 
their closet does not comply. 

One student said, "I will probably have to buy all 
new clothing for next year. It is going to be hard be
cause pretty much all the stores sell lingerie." 

The boys are also required to dress in a way that 
covers their nakedness. The sloppy - let it all hang 
out -look of the past is a now ... well, a look of the 
past - in Modesto. 

Principal Jeff Albritton will enforce the dress 
code in the upcoming school year. "The focus of 
school has to be business. And this is a distraction 
that keeps kids minds on what they are here for," 
Albritton said. 

Not all students are against the ban. 
Students will get one warning - after that, they 

will be suspended. 

Same-Sex Marriage 
$LINCOLN, Neb., May 12 (AP) - A federal 

judge on Thursday struck down Nebraska's ban on 
same-sex marriage, saying the measure interfered not 
only with the rights of gay couples but also with 
those of foster parents, adopted children and people 
in a variety of other living arrangements. 

The amendment to the state's Constitution, 
which defined marriage as a union between a man 
and a woman, was passed overwhelmingly by the 
voters in November 2000. 

The Nebraska ruling is the first in which a fed
eral court has struck down a state ban on same-sex 
marriage, and conservatives in the United States Sen
ate pointed to it as evidence of the need for a federal 
constitutional amendment banning same-sex mar
riage. 

"When we debated the merits of a federal mar
riage amendment on the Senate floor, opponents 
claimed that no state laws were threatened, that no 
judge had ever ruled against state marriage laws," said 
Senator John Cornyn, Republican of Texas. He 
added, "Mter today's ruling, they can no longer make 
that claim." 

The drive· for a constitutional amendment stalled 
out after the last election as Senate leaders said they 

would await court rulings on the many state constitu
tional amendments that already ban same-sex mar
riage. 

Those court decisions spurred the move last year 
for a federal constitutional amendment to ban same
sex marriage, a move President Bush has said he sup
ports. A subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Com
mittee has scheduled a May 19 hearing on the need 
for such an amendment (The Associated Press, May 
13, 2005). 

Women Preathers 
$Pentecostal denominations have taken the lead 

in women's ordination among evangelicals. That is 
not surprising since women such as Aimee Semple 
McPherson were the founders of the Pentecostal 
movement. Judy L. Brown was a minister in the As
semblies of God, which ordained women as far back 
as 1918. 

A successful preacher, missionary, and church 
planter, Ms. Brown earned a doctorate, developed 
Sunday school curriculum for the denomination, and 
joined the faculty of Central Bible College in Spring
field, Mo. 

A popular professor, Ms. Brown taught courses 
in Bible and preaching for the school's pastoral train
ing program. She went on to make her mark as a 
theologian. She wrote books on preaching and 
Christian education. She edited the Old Testament 
section of The New Spirit-Filled Bible. And her book 
Women Ministers According to Scripture was adopted 
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Douglas Alvarenga Ken Gardner 
Willie Alvarenga Ken Hope 
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Charles Billingsley Hardeman Nichols 
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Perry Cotham Heath Stapleton 
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as a textbook at Princeton University. That title made 
her a spokesman for evangelical feminism. Then in 
2000 Ms. Brown moved to Salem, Va. She served as 
the minister of Salem Worship Center and be
friended a fellow pastor, Ted Smart, of the Word of 
Life Center, a congregation of the Foursquare Gos
pel Church. When Ms. Brown was diagnosed with a 
heart condition and told to slow down, Mr. Smart 
invited her to move in with his family. 

At some point, Ms. Brown began a sexual affair 
with Mr. Smart's wife, Toby. In 2003, Ms. Brown 
bought a house next door to the Smarts. The lesbian 
affair continued, but Mrs. Smart refused to leave her 
husband. According to the Roanoke Times & World 
News, Ms. Brown forged a letter from a parishioner 
and planted other evidence to make it look to his 
wife like Mr. Smart was having an affair. Nothing 
worked. 

Then, on Aug. 25, 2003, when Mrs. Smart was 
out of town and after their son left for school, Ms. 
Brown broke into the family's basement. She threw 
the switches on the fusebox, .shutting off power in 
the house. Mr. Smart went downstairs to investigate. 
The theologian hit him on the back of the head with 
a crowbar. 

Though she hit him two more times, Mr. Smart, 
bleeding, fought her off, made his way upstairs, and 
called the police. When they arrived, they found Ms. 
Brown on the front lawn. In the basement, they 
found a Wal-Mart bag containing a large trash bag, 
three pairs of latex gloves, a washcloth, and a 
butcher knife. 

Investigators determined that Ms. Brown had 
planned to kill her lover's husband, dismember his 
body, and dispose of it, so that she could have Mrs. 
Smart all to herself. 

District Attorney Fred King said, "This is the 
most unusual case we have ever handled" (Gene Ed
ward Veith, World magazine, Apr. 30, 2005). 

farl Davis 

OGood friend Earl Davis continues to send clip-
. pings from the Chicago Tribune (a mint for strange 
"religious" happenings). Thank you, Earl- we are 
in your debt. Others also send items of interest and 
we are also grateful to all of them. Now, here are 
some excerpts from our mailbag - mainly from the 
Earl of Chicago. 

• Colorado's highest court, in a sharply divided 
ruling, upheld a lower court's decision that threw 
out a death-penalty sentence after jurors consulted 

3 4 l:';~ Found~~~! 

their Bibles in reaching a verdict. The Bible, the 
court said, constituted an improper outside influence 
and a reliance on what the court called a "higher au
thority" (3/29/05). 

• Cardinal Frances George washed the feet of a 
6-month-old during services at Holy Name Cathe
dral. He claimed it was symbolic of Jesus washing 
the feet of his disciples on the night before his cruci
fixion {3/25/05). 

• Once a week for 30 years, Vern Nawrocki has 
come to St. Patricia Catholic Church to relax with 
friends, nibble at dinner and play 24 simultaneous 
games of bingo in a smoky basement or basketball 
gym. The complaint is that riverboat gambling has 
diminished Bingo {3/25/05). 

•Joel Osteen stands behind the lectern in styl
ish suits and preaches in a soothing Southern drawl 
and a big, easy smith. His sermons speak less to Gos
pel and Scripture than to staying positive and pray
ing for a better life. Critics have labeled his talks 
"cotton-candy • . . theology" . . . sweet and sugary 
with little nourishment for the soul {5/4/05). 

Building or remodeling? 

National Interior 
Furnishings 
Your one-source supplier 

Furnishings for 
• Church buildings 
•Schools 
• Funeral homes 
• Nursing homes 
• Offices 

Pews; chairs; stacking, folding, office, executive; 
ledems; desks; workstations; conference tables/ 
chairs; baptistries and heaters; steeples; signage, 
exterior and interior; office/classroom/nursery furnish
ings, cribs, rocking chairs, toddler tableslchairs; 
chalkboards, bulletin boards, white/magnetic boards, 
flannel boards; blinds; traditional and contemporary 
church lighting, chandeliers; sound/video equipment 
and installation; flooring and installation: tile, wood, 
vinyl, carpet, commerciaVresidential; sports/playground 
equipment; cabinetslshelving/storage units; vacuum 
cfeaners, commercial, light duty; carpet cfeaners; 
and more. 

Call .J. C. Prophet 
(888) 799-7016 (toll free) 



•Lights dimmed, DJs spinning ... the scene ... 
looked like a frenzied pep rally, with kids cheering as 
the rappers, singers and dancers get them pumped 
(the singers promoted abstinence, under the theme 
of "Sex in Da Hood)." Though the message at The 
House is traditional, as preacher Phil Jackson says, 
"this ain't your momma's church" (4/29/05). 

•The release this week of the "Bible Literary 
Report" showing 98 percent of high school English 
Teachers believe public school students need to 
know the Bible and that only 8 percent of public 
schools teach and elective course on the Bible raises a 
question, "Why the radical disconnect between what 
the teachers profess we should do in public school 
and what is done?" (4/27/05). 

•There was a time not so long ago when a sane 
person could say, "Children need a mom and a dad, 
and the townspeople would roll their eyes and won
der why some folks insist on sharing such prosaic in
sights. This might still be true in some parts of the 
world, but not in Massachusetts, where the water ap
parently is tainted with more than old tea, and where 
stating the oblivious - as Gov. Mitt Romney re
cently did - will get you labeled a hate-mongering 
radical wing nut" (3/9/05). 

• With Gay Games VII coming to Chicago in 
July 2006, the state is launching its first targeted 
push for gay and lesbian travelers, broadening its ef
forts to sell Illinois to niche markets (3/31/05). 

•Jake Goldenflame has become the talking 
Head of the day. A self-described recovering pedo
phile, the recovering pedophile, the convicted child
molester - whose victims include his own daughter 
when she was 3 years old (3/30/05). 

•E. Davis sends a clipping from Newsweek (2/ 
7/05), which he received from his discerning daugh
ter. The clipping describes how "intelligent design" 
is a critique of evolution, and points out that "evolu
tion, which deals with events that no one was around 
to witness, will always be a theory." It also demon-

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 

(405) 475-2182 

strates that evolutionists are basically dishonest. 
•Boston's disgraced Cardinal Bernard Law 

who perpetuated and had a central role in the pedo
philia scandal in Boston was honored by leading one 
of nine consecutive, and public "masses" - the 
novemdiales - memorializing the late Roman 
Catholic Pope (Editorial, 4/12/05). 

•A small sign in the Promise Keepers headquar
ters reads "70,000" - the number of people needed 
to fill Razorback stadium for one of its revivals this 
summer after years of dwindling attendance (4/15/ 
05). 

Thanks again Earl - and thanks to your daugh
ter - we are ever in your debt. Keep on clipping ... 
and don't ever give up. 

You Can Help! 
The chilling winds of liberalism blow with increasing 
boldness across the landscape. and it is inevitable 
that compromise and unbelief will assault the walls 
of Zion and the bulwarks of faith. We invite your 
participation as we stand firm against adverse winds 
to assure that the present and unborn generations 
may continue to have the benefit of the undenom
inational church of Christ. 

If you enjoy and benefit from reading the Firm 
Foundation. please help increase our readership. It 
will enhance the work we are aiming to do. Thou
sands of people receive the Firm Foundation each 
month. and if each one of you will recommend the 
paper to your friends it will be deeply appreciated and 
will greatly increase our ability to rebuke change 
agents and exhort the faithful. 

You may want to consider subscribing to the paper 
for your preachers and elders as a gift to enable them 
to feed their flocks more effectively. or subscribe for 
anyone who is interested in knowing religious truth 
and growing in righteousness. Some elders subscribe 
for the entire congregation over which "the Holy Spirit 
has made them bishops ... 

If you are sympathetic with the aims and objec
tives of this paper. we earnestly solicit your financial 
help. Join our effort by making donations to the Firm 
Foundation to assure that our voice will continue to be 
heard as we plead for the Old Paths. 

Please join with us today. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269 

(800) 572-3617 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

guestion: Please explain Jude 6, ''And the_ angels 
kept not their first estate, but left thetr own 

ha ation." What does the "first estate" mean? 
What angels is he talking about? (H.C.W.) 

Answer: These angels who fell ar~ mentioned in 
.n the Bible only in Jude 6 and m 2 Peter 2:4. 
Anything that anyone might say about them beyond 
what is contained in these two verses is simply specu
lation. 

The KJV expression "first estate" is a loose trans
lation of two words in the Greek, one meaning 
"rule" or "dominion" and the other meaning "of 
their own," or "belonging to themselves." The En
glish Standard Version translates, "did not stay 
within their own position of authority, but left their 
proper dwelling." They had their place of rule and 
authority, presumably given to them by God. Along 
with that they had their own habitation, the place 
from which to exercise that dominion. 

As to what angels they are, Peter calls them, "the 

Hope for Those Who Struggle 
Coping with the Losses of Life 

by Don Williams 

Don Williams has been a preacher for over 27 years. 
He has taught grief support classes and conducted 
grief recovery workshops. He has served as a Hospice 
Chaplain for two different organizations, and has been 
active in speaking to many different groups about the 
various aspects of grief. 

His experience in helping others cope with the loss 
of loved ones has given him insights which he shares 
in this excellent book. Discussed are terminal illness, 
coping with the loss of a parent, a spouse, a sibling, or 
a child. It includes discussions of miscarriage, Sudden 
Infant Death, and stillbirth. paperback • 214 pages 

$9.95 plus $3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX n430 • (888) 367·6216 
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angels that sinned." Jude refers to them as "the angels 
who did not stay within ... " In both instances, the 
expression distinguishes them from other angels who 
did not sin and who did keep their first estate. We do 
know, of course, of other angels in the Bible who con
tinue to do the bidding of God as his messengers . 

Many have tried to equate what Jude and Peter say 
here about the fallen angels with the origin of Satan. 
This also is speculation. No solid evidence exists for 
such identification. What is said about these fallen 
angels is that they are "kept in eternal chains under 
gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day" 
Qude 6), and they were "cast into hell (Greek, 
tartarus) and committed to chains of gloomy darkness 
to be kept until the judgment" (2 Pet. 2:4 ). None of 
that lends itself to the suggestion that they are active 
and roaming the earth as the devil presently is (com
pare 1 Pet. 5:8). 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 

Goo HATH SPOKEN SERIES 

Revelation 
by Ken Butterworth 

Are you ready for a basic workbook for studying the 
Scriptures by a proven method? Ken Butterworth is a master 
at helping people to remember what they study by involving 
them. The God Hath Spoken series is designed for any group 
or individual Bible study. 

The second book in the series, Revelation Workbook, is a 
spacious 81f.z x 11 guide that provides a complete overview of 
Revelation. The easy fill-in-the-blank format, the challenging 
questions, and the side-notes will be useful in your Bible 
discoveries. 0929540525, paperback 

$7.95 plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Directory Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. o • o • • 

-Georgia-

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

-Missouri-

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
PoOoBox69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
Jprophet@quik.eom 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

-Alaska-

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 

1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 

Spanish.) 

Ancborage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344· 
-Ohio-

3931. Contact344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 

Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Spencer, minister. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, .P.O. Box 
-Oklahoma-

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northemoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. ..... 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223· 
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (Y.z mi. east of 1-35) 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
373-5583 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, -Virginia -

AI b 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. Ri h d ki d h h f h - a ama- 'c mon -Hop ns Roa C urc o Crist, 
- South Carolina - 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44rh Ave., Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215 S.MainSt., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
7:00 p.m. Aaive college program. Transportation 6 w d 7 0 C c. • • (864) _,,.

1
'/ab'• p.m., e • p.m. scar ra.t, mm1ster. 

...... '"' 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244· 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton -"Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
~:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Tennessee -
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile nonh of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Blue - Church of Christ, 4302 FM 696 West, 
Lexington 78947 (P.O. Box 1141, Elgin 78621. 
(512) 273-2141 -Colorado-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344· minister. 
4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-W"mter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Introduce 
your congreptlon 

totbe 

Firm Foundation. 

call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367-6216 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by AlexaDder Campbell1826 

A translation of the New Testament 
with Invaluable supplementary ma
terial. pb 

$19o99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-8216 

Cari119 & Sliarift9 
Ne1vsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlc.rged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'1•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answe•·s 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection ol questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLo2 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y.!"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments In the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

(ONTDCPO&UY 
(ONCUJIS 

Of 
Owm.ucs 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all c lassified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble.' 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, 1X 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
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Preachers Needed 
Palacios Church of Christ is looking for a preacher. 
Contact Charles Huno, (361) 972-3091. P.O. Box 
904, Palacious, TX 77465 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-7 5 
With potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50150, blade/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
include r~sum~, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., Jax, FL 32208. 

Central Church of Christ in Labelle, Florida seeks 
full-time minister. Congregation of 40 with many 
elderly and retired and "snow birds". Potential for 
growth. Salary and benefits total $40,000. A 
challenge. Call Raymond T. Holland, 239-657-
3171-2251 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

o-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Burgundy Genuine leather 

o-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/••x7l4•x 3Ja• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888 367.-6_.2_1 .. 6- . 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu ·Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, cam your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

-A great Idea
Give a gift subscription 

to Firm Foundation 
1·888·367·6216 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 
The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Why I Am a Member 
of tbe Church of Cbrlst 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 
$9.99 Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888·367-6216 

Now available in large print 
-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-
Call Firm Foundation for Information 

(888) 367-6216 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beaul)i,readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus • life and ministry. 

(Includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 10.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 10.5 pL 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $59.98 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(Includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather · 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..................... $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 



Get Behind Me Satan 
by VIrgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is. has 
done, and Is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose. and destiny. and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you In winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his Incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201,245 pgs., paperback 

$9.88 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Sctipturill Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
Iments Intended to Illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment Is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 

. found around a ,person's house, and are really fun 
to perform. The book Is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
o-801G-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

$8.99 $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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PoRTRAIT oF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fills my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 
• a book that thrills. instructs, and rivets the reader's 

attention 
• complete -leaves no questions, no lack of direction 

Don McWhorter 
!,lost of television program Bible Talk 

Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 
Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 0929540417 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2005 
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Divine Foreknowledge 
Versus Human Innovations 

By David R. Pharr 

T hings new are not necessarily improvements, 
and doing what we have always done is not 
necessarily boring. 

It is easy enough to observe the shortcomings 
that sometimes occur in our worship assemblies. 
Public prayers are not always worded correctly. 
Songs may be pitched too high or too low. Sermons 
may not have been adequately prepared or perhaps 
delivered poorly. Various distractions occur. We have 
all realized that our personal concentration is some
times missing. All such things are evidences of hu
man failings. What they are not evidence of is that 
there is something wrong with God's plan for the 
church's worship. 

Our Father knew his church members would 
vary in their vocal abilities. He knew that our con
gregational singing would rarely impress the world. 
He also knew that professionally trained choirs, 
praise teams, and soloists can thrill and excite an au
dience. Skilled performances, even with religious 
themes, can draw crowds. Let none imagine that in 
planning the church, our Lord overlooked how ap
pealing and impressive such things can be, especially 
in an entertainment-oriented society. Still, his wis
dom (not .change agents' wisdom) simply provided 
for mutual edification and pra ise by "teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 

sp iritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord" (Col. 3 :16). 

Neither was the Great Architect of the church 
unaware of the effectiveness of dramatic perfor
mances. Even before the New Testament period the 
Greeks and others were perfecting skills on the stage. 
He also saw the future and the numerous theatrical 
devices ava ilable in the modern world . Drama is 
powerful to provoke eithe r joy or tears. Some have 
even felt spiritua l by having seen a wo rship ballet 
(whatever that is). Yet, know ing the supposed wis
dom of all such thi ngs, God still was pleased "by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe" 
(1 Cor. 1 :21). For worldly minded folk it seems dull 
and useless, but the w isdom of heaven favors the 
preaching of the word (2 Tim. 4: Iff). 

Another thing the Lord always knew is that men 
treasure their symbols, as important reminders. T he 
Greek and Roman worl d created ornate and beauti
ful tri butes to their gods in art, statues, and great 
temples . Apostate Christi ani ty has its royal clerical 
robes, cruci fixes, relics, and cathedrals. Pagan rituals 
have been borrowed so that there is veneration of 
graven images and art. Surely God knew of the possi
bilities in such things and how they could appeal to 
so many people. But w hat symbol for remembrance 
did he choose for his church? "For as often as ye eat 

(continued 011 page 6) 
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Editorial 

Priests of God 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

W ho was Melchizedek? He is identi
fied in the Old Testament as "King 
of Righteousness"; and in the New 

Testament as "King of Peace," and in both Tes
taments as Priest and King. 

Melchizedek was a priest who was also a 
king. The earliest biblical usage of the title 
"king," in agreement with the general practice, 
denotes an absolute monarch who exercises un
checked control ove r his subjects. In this sense 
the title is appli ed to Jehovah and to human rulers. No constitu
tional obligations were laid upon the ruler nor were any restric
tions put upon his arbitrary authority. 

In early times the two offices of "King" and "Priest" were not 
assigned to the same man, but each claimed authority that mitigated 
the power of the other. In some civilizations the King would be 
supreme and the Priest would be secondary; and in other civiliza
tions the pecking order was reversed . Once in awhile some one 
would dare to claim to be both Priest and King. The two offices were 
in perpetual conflict and vied with each other over which should be 
highest. 

Melchizedek was one of those rare characters who claimed to 
be Priest and King .. . but with him the title of Priest comes first. 

The authority of the King was unquestioned; the spiritual ex
cellence of the Priest was undisputed. To combine the two - abso
lute authority and exquisite morality- was extravagant. 

This is exactly what is claimed for Melchizedek. 
Melchizedek is mentioned only a few times in the Bible (Gen. 

14:18-20; Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:6-11; 6:20-7:28). That's it! Only 13 
verses! 

For so great a man to have been mentioned so seldom in the 
divine record is amazing. 

Who was he? 
Melchizedek's sudden appearance and disappearance in the 

Book of Genesis is mysterious but gives some clues about the di
vme purpose. 

Melchizedek and Abraham met after the defeat of 
Chedorlaomer and his three allies. Melchizedek presented bread 
and wine to Abraham and his weary men, demonstrating friend
ship and religious kinship. He bestowed a blessing on Abraham in 
the name of El Elyon ("God Most High"), and praised God for 
giving Abraham a victory in battle (Gen. 14: 18-20). Melchizedek 



blessed Abraham, and Abraham gave a tenth of the goods of So
dom recovered in the war with Chedorlaomer to Melchizedek. 
Abraham's presentation to Melchizedek of a tenth of all the booty 
he had gathered indicated that he recognized Melchizedek as a fel
low-worshiper of the one true God as well as a priest who ranked 
higher spiritually than himself. 

In Psalm 110, David's messianic psalm, Melchizedek is a type 
of Christ. This theme is repeated in the Book of Hebrews, where 
both Melchizedek and Christ are considered kings of righteous
ness and peace. By citing Melchizedek and his unique priesthood 
as a type, the writer shows that Christ's new priesthood is superior 
to the Levitical order and the priesthood of Aaron (Heb. 7:1-1 0). 

One of the most startling things about Melchizedek is the rev
elation that he is superior to Levi - and his priesthood is higher in 
rank and quality than the priesthood of Levi, which includes the 
Aaronic priesthood. The reasoning goes like this: 

The less is blessed of the better (Heb. 7: 7). 
Melchizedek blessed Abram (Heb. 7:6). 
Therefore Melchizedek is better than Abraham. 
The reasoning of the writer of the book of Hebrews compels 

the conclusion that Melchizedek was not only greater than Abra
ham, Levi, and Aaron, but that he was also greater than all who 
were of the seed of Abraham - David, Hezekiah, Isaiah, Daniel, 
and all the prophets. 

This gives Melchizedek the exalted position of being more ex
cellent than all the descendents of Abraham. 

Who could this amazing character have been? He was king of 
righteousness and peace (Heb. 7 :2). A priest forever (Ps. 110:4 -
Since Jesus was a "priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek, 
the Melchizedekian priesthood was also for ever). 

Melchizedek was Priest, King, superior to many Old Testa
ment worthies - Dare we to suggest that he is an Old Testament 
manifestation of Jesus? 

Jesus appeared several times in the Old Testament, but always 
secretly. The mystery of the Old Testament is "Christ concealed," 
and the great revelation of the New Testament is "Christ made 
known" (Eph. 3:3-5; Col. 1:26-27). 

Who was the man with the drawn sword that confronted 
Joshua when Israel entered the promised land Oosh. 5: 13-15). 
Notice Joshua worshiped this strange man. Notice, too, that 
Joshua was told "Put off thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy," which is what Moses was told at 
the burning bush (Exod. 3 :5). Every implication of joshua's en
counter with this unnamed "man" standing at the entry into the 
Promised Land is that the man was an Old Testament manifesta
tion of Jesus - a demonstration of deity, but concealed. 

Jesus was with jehovah and the Holy Spirit at creation Oohn 
1:1-3 and 14). By his spirit jehovah garnished the heavens Oob 
26:13). The three beings that constitute one God were active in 
creation. 

Jesus was with Israel in their deliverance from Egypt - "they 
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drank of a rock that followed them, and that rock 
was Christ" (1 Cor. 10:1-4). 

So, there are a few instances in the Old Testa
ment where Jesus makes a brief appearance, al
though he was hidden, and the fact of who he was is 
not made known until the New Testament was writ
ten. It is distinctly possible that Melchizedek was 
Jesus in his priestly robes foreshadowing his coming 
High Priesthood under a new and better covenant 
(Heb. 2:17; 4:14-15; 6:20). 

Remember Melchizedek gave Abraham bread 
and wine ... think of Jesus giving bread and wine to 
his disciples in the upper room at Jerusalem just be
fore his passion (Matt. 26:26-28). 

Jesus did appear in the Old Testament. Is it pos-
sible ... that Melchizedek was Jesus? 

And what we say is yet more abundantly evi
dent, if after the likeness of Melchizedek there 
ariseth another priest, who hath been made, 
not after the law of a carnal commandment, 
but after the power of an endless life: for it is 

witnessed of him, Thou art a priest for ever 
Mter the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 7: lS-17) 

Every child of God is a priest (1 Pet. 2:5; 2:9; Rev. 
1 :6; 5:1 0). Every saint could not be a priest after the 
order of Levi and Aaron for the same reason Jesus 
could not be a priest while on earth (Heb. 7:14). 

If you are a child of God, when your neighbors 
look out their windows and see you walking down 
the street, they see you as just another person. But 
when God looks down from his throne in glory and 
sees you walking down the street, he sees a royal 
Melchizedekian priest ... a son or daughter of God 
... royalty ... (a priest is "one who offers sacrifices 
and in general is busied with sacred rites" -
Thayer's Greek Lexicon). 

That is who you are ... if you are God's child. 
See to it that you execute your duties as a royal 

priest offering the sacrifice of self upon the altar of 
life in unceasing worship of God (Rom. 12:1-2). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0 1~ 

Adam: The First Man 
By Stephen Wiggins 

So also it is written, the first man Adam became a 
living soul" (1 Cor. 15 :45). Here the apostle 
mentions by name the first man God ever cre

ated. That he became a "living soul" is a direct quo
tation from the creation account: '~d Jehovah God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). The Bible begins by 
recording the creation of the universe and all it con
tains within a six-day period. Inclusive within these 
creative acts of God was the creation of the first hu
man being on the sixth day. 

Atheism denies the veracity of this biblical narra
tive and attributes human origins to the process of 
organic evolution. This theoretical concept postu
lates that somewhere, at sometime, somehow (of 
which, we are told, nobody really knows how), living 
matter sprang from nonliving matter such as rocks 
and dirt. Then over literally billions upon billions of 
years these lower life forms gave rise to higher life 
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forms which eventually resulted in the first human 
being. This must be repudiated and categorized as an 
outright denial of the biblical claim that Adam was 
the first man. 

Another speculative theory that seeks to combine 
atheistic evolution with biblical theology is what is 
termed "theistic evolution." This dogma asserts that 
God initiated life by miraculous creation and then 
superintended the evolutionary process which even
tually resulted in the origin of man. This way one 
can have it both ways. They can honor the scientific 
hypothesis of evolution while simultaneously por
traying a veneer of respect for the biblical record. It 
is painful compromise of the worst sort. 

The theistic evolutionist then proceeds to ma
nipulate the creation narratives in order to make 
room for the time span needed for evolution to have 
any semblance of credibility. They do this is two 
ways: First, there is the "day age" theory wherein an 
attempt is made to interpret the days of the creation 



account as long geological periods of time. The con
text will not allow this, however, for the exact same 
verse that speaks of "days" also informs one of "sea
sons" and "years." If one day includes multiplied bil
lions of years, pray tell, how long would seasons and 
years involve? Any word within the biblical narrative 
should be understood in its literal, normal import 
unless there is some compelling reason from the con
text to view it otherwise. 

Second, there is the "gap" theory. This idea seeks 
to accommodate the geological time table by insert
ing the billions of years span between Genesis 1: 1 
and 1:2. Whereas the "day age" theory ventures to 
align the evolutionary time scale during the week of 
creation, the "gap" theory endeavors to place that 
time scheme before the creation week. Even good, 
conservative brethren who do not themselves sub
scribe to the evolutionary concept have unwittingly 
played into the hands of the skeptics by endorsing 
the.gap theory as a credible alternative. One writes: 

How much 'time' (as men view time) elapsed 
between the original creation and the renova
tion (the work of the six days) no one can say 
with certainty. It could be true, as claims of 
geology would demand, that many ages inter
vened (Roy Deaver, Romans: God's Plan For 
Man's Righteousness, p. 167). 

Notice from the preceding quotation that this 
brother has "time" elapsing between what he calls 
the "original creation" (Gen. 1: 1) and "the renova
tion" creative work that took place during the six
day period (Gen. 1:2ff). The reason why a renova
tion (renewal, restoration) was needed is because the 
above author supposes that between the "original 
creation" and the creation week that the earth "be
came" what he calls "ruined and uninhabited," as if 
there were some pre-Adamic race of man that died 
off prior to the creation week (p. 168). He even ac
knowledges that these "many ages" that allegedly in
tervened between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 are in har
mony with the "claims" that scientific "geology 
would demand." Such speculative exposition flies in 
the face of biblical inspiration which declares Adam 
as the first man. 

An inspired writer states, "For in six days Jeho
vah made heaven and earth, the sea and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore Jeho
vah blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it" (Exod. 
20:11). Here one is informed that God created ev
erything in a six-day time span. The length of the six 
days of creation are portrayed as being no different 

than the seventh day on which God ceased his cre
ative work, which he sanctified as the Sabbath. Fur
ther, if God created everything during this six-day 
time span then nothing was created before the six
day week of creation as the gap theory alleges. The 
Bible is its own best commentary. This one verse de
molishes every modification of theistic evolution. 

Jesus said, "But from the beginning of the cre
ation, male and female made he them" (Mark 10:6). 
Here one is informed that God created the first hu
man being "at the beginning of creation" (NIV). The 
allusion is to the creation account of the first two 
chapters of Genesis and specifically to the "begin
ning" of Genesis 1: 1. But this concept fits neither the 
day-age theory nor the gap theory which has the first 
man coming into existence "many ages" following 
the initial acts of creation. 

One is better off being content with what the 
Bible teaches concerning "the first man Adam" who 
came into existence on the sixth day during the week 
of creation. To say otherwise is to reflect upon the 
deity of our Lord and the inspiration of both Moses 
the apostle Paul. The apostle said Adam was the first 
man God created, and Jesus said it was "at the begin
ning" when this happened. Moses supplements the 
record by telling it was on the sixth day when it all 
took place. Presumptuous is the man who dare say 
otherwise. 
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Divine Foreknowledge Versus Hu111an Innovations 
(continued from page 1) 

this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death till he come" (1 Cor. 11:26). 

A very uninformed guide at a museum told us 
that pioneer restoration preachers had not used or
gans in worship because organs had not yet been in
vented. We know, of course, that organs have been 
around for many centuries and that other musical in
struments can be traced to the earliest civilizations. 
Surely God had seen their effectiveness and appeal 
among men. He had given David skill with the harp 
and had allowed instruments in the Old Testament 
temple services. The point to be made is that if in
strumental music could really add spiritual enrich
ment, the Lord would have known it. He chose in
stead- note: "He chose"- "singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord" (Eph. 5: 19). 

Through the ages God has observed man's use of 
holy seasons and special days .. The holy feasts of the 
Jews fit into his purpose under the Law. The pagan 
world has always favored celebrations for certain 
seasons. As the post-apostolic church began to drift 
away from the scriptural pattern, one of the early in
novations was the invention of Easter. The One who 
knows all things knew the tendency to "observe 
days, and months, and times, and years" (Gal. 4:10). 

Yet he ordained only the simple weekly obser
vance of the Lord's Day. 

Society is now enraptured by Posnnodemism and 
some churches and preachers have swallowed the 
opiate. Among other things, the trend is for preach
ing which avoids absolutes, which condemns almost 
nothing, and reduces commandments to little more 
than possibilities. This is what has proven to be "suc
cessful" by worldly church growth standards. Will it 
be imagined that the Omniscient One did not foresee 
that our age would "love to have it so" Qer. 5:31)? 
Our question is that if God already knew all of this, 
why did he put so much in the Bible that requires 
specific obedience (i.e., Heb. 2:1-3; Matt. 7:21; 1 
Cor. 11:2). Could not Jesus have been a better 
preacher - by the standards of our age - if he had 
not been so strict (Matt. 5:19; John 4:19-24)? 

The One who created male and female knew he 
made them with comparable intelligence and abili
ties. He also knew from ages past that the time 
would come when society would demand that there 
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be no differences in gender roles even in the leader
ship and worship of the church. He even foresaw 
that in our present age a church that rejects women 
preachers and women elders would be ridiculed as 
"sexist" and out of touch with the world. But in spite 
of this foreknowledge, he gave specific instructions 
which limited women's leadership roles in the meet
ings of the church (1 Ttm. 2:8-14). 

Those who want to change, to redo the church in 
a modern image, are not nearly as creative as they 
think they are. God had already examined all of their 
innovations and determined that they are not as 
helpful as men imagine. The worship acts provided 
in the New Testament pattern are what they are be
cause the Lord deemed them best. 

What the church ·needs are not some new acts of 
worship. What we need is to do the "old" acts of 
worship with ever renewed dedication and enthusi
asm. Nothing can be better than for committed 
Christians to gather on the Lord's Day to sing, to 
pray, to give, to commune, and to be instructed and 
encouraged out of the Scriptures. 
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An Educated Man Preaches 
to an Educated Audience 

By James W. Farris 

ured, bold, unashamed, intelligent, loving 
are all good descriptive words for the 
apostle Paul. Since he was assured and bold, 

there was no stopping his preaching of the truth . 
Since Paul was unashamed, he told anyone of Jesus 
without regard to life status. Since he was intelligent, 
he was able to combat any level of heresy. Since Paul 
loved, he never presented the gospel as if he were the 
superior to those he addressed. 

In Acts 17:16-34, we see an educated man preach
ing to an educated audience. One might rightly sug
gest that of all Paul's audiences, this was the most edu
cated of all during his ministry. 

Athens was the center of philosophical and logical 
reasoning but had its foundation in human intelli
gence and Greek eloquence. There were by this time 
approximately 250,000 people living in this thriving 
city of central Greece. It was this city where Paul en
tered and witnessed the inscription to "The Unknown 
God." The assurance of heaven, the boldness of truth 
coupled with Paul's love and intelligence set the stage 
for some of Paul's most passionate preaching. 

Athens knew very well the philosophies of those 
great Grecian intellectuals. Socrates was a champion 
of the freedom of human thought. Plato taught virtue 
based on objective knowledge. Aristotle did much 
work in the realm of logic. Most directly associated 
with Acts 17 are two other men who had established 
philosophies. Epicurus had already established the 
teachings of the Epicureans and Zeno founded Sto
icism (17: 18). Athens was not a place for the timid 
and shy to meet for discussions. Paul was neither timid 
nor shy. Paul had the superior education because 
his was spiritual. When Paul first spoke of the un
known God and the resurrection, some mocked and 
still others requested another appearance with Paul. 
In 17:18 we get an idea of how Paul was viewed by the 
people. They said, "What does this babbler want to 
say to us?" In the Greek, the word babbler means 
"seed peeker." Literally, they were calling Paul a peas
ant thinker, a farmer, or one who had not the degree 
of education they did. 

All the educational degrees offered by today's 
world, are void in comparison to the education that 
comes from God's word. Paul was never ashamed of 
the Lord no matter to whom he preached the gospel. 
Let our own lives follow the example of Paul: An edu
cated man who spoke to an educated audience. 

"For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God 
through the foolishn ess of the message preached to 
save those who believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 
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The Core and the Apple 
By Frazier Conley 

T he misguided reactionaries to the Restora
tion M ovement are riding a hobby-horse. It 
is call ed, "the core gospel." Nothing else 

matters to them except " the core gospel." According 
to them, anyone who affirms anything more than the 
"core" is going off into divisiveness, disunity, sectari
anism, and worse. Some reduce the core down to a 
single statement: "Jesus is Lord." 

Surely few students of the gospel would say that 
it has no core or kernel. One only has to refer to 1 
Corinthians 15 :1-4 ; or to place the points of the 
various gospel sermons preached in Acts in parallel 
columns and notice the commonalities. 

One would think from reading the critics of the 
church of Christ that it never knew anything of such 
a nucleus, and that only in recent years was it discov
ered. But the church in which I grew up was well 
aware of such a kernel. The death, burial, and resur
rection (yes, the resurrection also) of Christ were cel
ebrated every Sunday in the Lord's Supper. In virtu
ally every prayer at the Supper, thanksgiving to God 
for Jesus and his cross was, and still is, expressed. 
John 3 :16 was memorized and recited as often or 
more than Acts 2:38 . 

Baptism, which was greatly emphasized (overem
phasized according to our critics), was explained as a 
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rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the king
dom coming or is it here already? Will some be left 
behind? Get your Bible and get the facts as you 
study this timely subject. Thirteen chapters with 
questions. 0929540395, pback, 154 pgs. 

$8.95 plus 3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 

August 2005 
Firm Foundation 

symbol of the death, burial, and resu rrection of 
Jesus. Union in Christ at baptism (conjoined w ith 
fa ith and repentance) we were told brings us sa lva
tion - not living perfectly sinless. 

T here is a li t tle book by one, C.H. Dodd, famous 
among the "theologically enlightened" which suppos
edly elucidated in a mo re profound way than eve r 
before the central preaching of the church. It was pub
lished sometime after 1935 . I opened it to receive 
clarification . I did fi nd some instruction, along with 
some misinfo rmation. H owever in looking at the ele
ments of the gospel set fo rth by the author, it seemed 
to me that he was largely rehearsing the same gospel 
sermon I had been taught all my life in the churches of 
Christ: the prophecies of the coming of Jesus, his life 
and ministry, his death, his burial, his resurrection, 
judgment to come, fa ith, repentance, and baptism -
a message that certainly preceded 1935,1835, or 135. 

But we are told that we have focused too much 
on certai n of these fundamentals (yet still not on the 
core gospel). We are supposedly caught up with or in 
church organization and for ms of worship - matters 
which are sa id to fo rm no part of the core gospel. 
And if we seek to translate baptizo and obey it - we 
are being d ivis ive because we are going to offend 
others who won' t or don' t translate it, even if it is a 
part of the core gospel. 

And if we po int out that we cannot find quar
terly, or annual, or monthly celebration of the Lord's 
Supper in the New Testament- but do find weekly 
celebration, and we insist on that practice - again, 
we are being sectarian. After all, fa ithfu l observation 
of the Supper is not a part of the core gospel - de
spite be ing an ordinance of Christ himself. No, we 
are told- one must focus only on the core, and then 
only very gingerly. 

What the "core-ites" are doing, however, is, and 
comes from, a rejection of the divine nature of scrip
ture itself. There was/is indeed a core gospel sermon. 
That sermon, however, was authoritatively applied in 
the daily life of the early church by inspired, apostolic 
men. This went on for most of the remaining decades 
of the first century. That material makes up the rest of 
the "apple." T hose inspired instructions are preserved 



in our New Testament documents. Christians have 
been able down through the years to read and be in
formed by these divinely given applications of the 
gospel. From the New Testament we can receive di
vine guidance for the proper use of the central prin
ciples of the gospel. The New Testament, in both prin
ciple and application, is thus our canon, our divine 
rule of faith and practice. It has been so regarded 
down through the centuries by many, if not most, of 
those who have called on Christ. 

The heterodox have lost confidence in the com
plete sacred text. They have, almost without a fight, 
swallowed in whole the cunning deceptions of nega
tive biblical criticism. Since they have little confi
dence in the entirety of the Holy Writings, they seek 
only the genius. They have lost scripture, so they 
look for some internal essence, some abstract, on 
which to hang their hat. 

The same inspired authors, however, who re
corded for us the essence of the gospel also spoke, by 
God's power, of its proper extension in dealing with 
the problems and challenges and needs of the church 
in day-to- day life. Therefore, even though the Pasto
ral Epistles or James or Revelation are not regarded 
by others as relevant - not being of the nucleus -
to the faithful they are part of the whole apple, and 
equally divine guidance. 

The central issue is attitude toward the Bible, its 
nature and its role. Is it, in its entirety, in some sense 
the word of God? Is it complete? Is it intended by 
God to serve as one's guide, one's rule (not in the 
sense of Jewish legalism, but in the sense of norm 
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on a Desert Highway 
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by David Pharr 

The reader will find the familiar truth of God clothed in 
fresh thought. Lessons are presented in a manner which 
will challenge one to want to do better and to be better. 

Preachers will find these lessons valuable for sermon re
search and preparation. They are structured in a manner 
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and standard), in all matters of faith and practice? 
Should all faith and practice be grounded in 

Holy Scripture? The heterodox among us say, "No"; 
the faithful say, "Yes." This point needs to become 
sufficiently clear and that upon which we focus our 
attentions. In the meantime, all discussions on the 
definitions of psallo or eis or baptizo, etc. will be off 
point, and of little or no effect whatever in the re
trieval of departing brethren. 

~ound Doctrine 
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A Day of Small Things (d. Zech. 4:1 0) 
By Jack Lewis 

I f I may be pardoned for writing something per
sonal, April 2 and 3 were days of special sig
nificance to me. On these days the congrega

tion in Groton, Conn., celebrated its 50'h year. 
Groton is the location where Benedict Arnold in 
Revolutionary times betrayed the country to the Brit
ish. The British general, upon receiving the sword of 
the American general, dastardly rammed the sword 
through the surrendering American. 

But that is not my story. In 1951, about a month 
before I left Providence, R.I., where I had served the 
church fo r seven years, to attend Hebrew Union 
College, I was informed somehow that a lady, a 
member of the church from the South had moved 
into Groton. Groton was 50 miles away before there 
were expressways. I called on her to hear a story 
that could have been duplicated thousands of times 
after the war came to an end. She had married a GI, 
not a member of the church, and with his discharge 
had moved with him to his home area. They had a 
baby. 

Though zealous Gis, members of the church in 
New England at that time, often drove 50 miles for 
worship, it was unlikely under the conditions that 
she could do it. Groton had an active submarine base 
and there might just be some Christians stationed 
there. I told her that if she would reserve the Grange 
Hall for an hour on Sunday afternoon and would put 
an invitation in the local paper I would come to 
preach. We might find some Christians to worship 
with her. Her mother was visiting her and encour
aged the proposal. 

The next Sunday I carried a young man with me 
from Providence to direct the singing. The advertise
ment had brought no telephone inquiries. The lady, 
the song leader, and I made up the congregation. The 
second Sunday the outcome was the same. I do not 
remember whether there was a third week. She and 
her husband did drive to Providence for my farewell 
Sunday there. What are two or three Sundays in a 
lifetime? This was not the only evangelistic effort I 
tried in Rhode Island that did not work! 

I was busy here and there with other concerns 
and fo rgot all about Groton. Almost 50 years went 
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by. One day the mail brought a letter from Betty 
Brown whose name I had long forgotten. The letter 
was thanking me for having planted an idea in her 
head. It told of her having secured aid from Wilmer 
Hebberd who had started a congregation in Hartford 
from scratch. Hartford was a long distance from 
Groton, but Wilmer came to conduct services. Her 
mother sent her the money to rent the Grange Hall. 
She told of a husband who had been converted and is 
now an elder in Ward Street in North Haven. She 
told of rearing four children all of whom had obeyed 
the gospel. And now another letter has come inform
ing me that the Lord has been glorified in Groton for 
50 years, and extending an invitation to attend the 
celebration. I could only think of "Cast your bread 
upon the waters, for you will find it after many days" 
(Eccl. 11: 1). 

With companies shifting their personnel and 
with Americans moving on an average of every two 
and a half years, many people are certain to find 
themselves placed where there is no congregation. 
Some will abandon the Lord completely; others will 
drift into the various local denominational bodies. 

My story does not tell what I did. It tells what 
the Lord accomplished through a young woman of 
no recognized evangelistic skills or training - a 
young woman with a baby and with a husband not a 
Christian. 

The lyrics of the song say, "It is no secret what 
the Lord can do. What he had done for others, he 
will do for you.'' 

1132 S. Perkins Rd. 
Memphis, 1N 38117 

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 
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God's Solution to Holiness 
By Matthew Morine 

H oly, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts" (Isa. 
6:3 NASB). This verse creates a formi
dable problem for humanity. How does a 

perfectly holy God interact with profane humans? 
Profane means the opposite of sacred or holy. There 
seems to be an issue of the sinless "Holy One of Is
rael" being relational with a "sinful nation, people 
weighed down with iniquity, and offspring of evildo
ers (lsa. 1:4)." Though it seems improbable for holi
ness and profanity to dwell in a relationship, never
theless God has provided the solution for man to en
ter into God's divine presence. 

The Problem for Holiness 
The root meaning of "holiness" is "separate." The 
first time the verb form of holiness is used it refers to 
the creation account. The term is used to designate the 
Sabbath as a day distinct from the six previous days of 
creation. The first six days focus on the human world 
with all of its complexities while the seventh day 
dwells on the realm of God. From the beginning there 
has been the separation between the profane, the 
world of man and the holy, the realm of God. 

The problem is that unregulated contact with ho
liness results in death to humans. Moses prays to the 
Lord to let him witness his glory. God grants Moses 
this request, but Moses cannot see the fullness of 
God's holiness because "You cannot see My face, for 
no man can see Me and live!" God has to cover 
Moses' face and only reveal a glimpse of his after
glory to protect Moses from his overwhelming holi
ness (Exod. 33:18-23). Uzzah does not have the 
privilege of regulated contact with holiness and reaps 
a tragic consequence. Uzzah is killed when he at
tempts to steady the ark, which is a symbol of God's 
holy presence among the people (2 Sam. 6:6-11). 
Even Manoah believes that death is imminent be
cause he has seen God. "We shall surely die, for we 
have seen God," he said Uudg. 13 :22). Fortunately 
for Manoah, he has only witnessed the appearance 
of the Angel of the Lord and not the face of the 
Lord. Also, Moses' contact with God's holiness in 
the form of the burning bush has to be regulated by 
removi~g his shoes (Exod. 3:5). The apostle john 

understands that no one has seen God because this 
would be detrimental to a person's life Uohn 1:18). 

The separation between God and humans results 
in an interesting paradox. God's holiness is a two
edged sword. Humans need holiness for sanctifica
tion, but too much exposure to God's holiness re
sults in death. Therefore, how is God able to over
come the need for separation inherent in holiness 
and establish a relationship with man? 

The Provision for Holiness 

Fortunately God has made provisions to regulate his 
holiness to mankind. The first provision God made 
was establishing the priesthood. At the end of the 
book of Exodus, God separates out a group to medi
ate holiness to the people through religious rituals. 
The role of priest is described in Exodus 28-3 0, but 
the ordination ritual does not happen until Leviticus 
8-9. In Exodus 28:1 God separates Aaron and his 
sons to serve as priests to the people. In order for 
them to fulfill the role of priest, Aaron and his sons 
are required to go through a process of purification, 
a process which takes these men even closer to the 
powerful nature of God's holiness. 

Homosexual i9' 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest research, refuting the 
alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexu
als have gained. 0-80 I 0-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 
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In becoming a priest, one must forsake some ofthe 
freedoms of the profane world. Instead of assuming 
the priesthood as privilege - the priesthood is char
acterized by sacrifice. Christ the High Priest voluntar
ily emptied himself for the sake of humanity (Phil. 
2:1-11). The priesthood does not bestow honor but 
rather calls for submission, obedience, and suffering 
(Heb. 5 :8). When one enters the priesthood, he or she 
must count the cost of giving up some earthly free
doms. God has chosen to separate for himself a "par
ticular people" to represent his holiness to the profane 
aspects of humanity. God has to temper his holiness 
through the priesthood to bridge the gap between him 
and the whole of humanity. 

The human priesthood can only usher in a lim
ited level of relationship with God. The Lord has 
even made provisions for Christians to enter deeper 
into communion with him. The human priesthood 
had flaws, so God established Jesus Christ for Chris
tians as a high priest. In the book of Hebrews, the 
author elaborates on the supremacy of Christ over 
the Jewish high priest. Through Christ's priesthood, 
Christians are invited in to experience a deeper mea
sure of God's holiness. 

The Proposal for Holiness 

God established the priesthood to reconcile holiness 
between the sacred world of God and the profane 
world of humans. This is the role of Christians as de
clared in 1 Peter 2:9: "But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellen
cies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light." God has commissioned Chris
tians to perform the work of dispensing holiness to a 
corrupt world. Christians who have been influenced 
by the cleansing power of God's holiness are to 
travel out into the world to leaven sinful society. This 
ethical mission of being "the light of the world" is to 
transform wickedness into righteousness. Christians 
know that this holiness is infiltrating the larger world 
when people are purged of malice and envy (1 Pet. 2) 
and when people live and interact with others 
through love and not hate (1 Pet. 3). As Christians 
are transformed into closer images of God's holiness 
through the practice of godliness, then believers are 
able to positively influence those that are farther 
away from experiencing God's holiness. 

The holy influencing the unholy is God's system 
of evangelism. Since God's holy light is too powerful 
for those accustomed to darkness, God has ordained 
12 August 2005 

Firm Foundation 

Christian priests to be a symbol of the nature of God 
to a profane society. God's presence would be too 
overwhelming and harmful for those living in sin. 
Paul encountered Christ and was blinded for three 
days (Acts 9:8). God regulates his holiness through 
Christians to draw all nations to him. Man has a 
measure of holiness but still has imperfections which 
make bridging the expanse between God and the un
redeemed easier. God invites sinners into his holiness 
through evangelism (Matt. 28:18-20). 

The complete presence of God's holiness is too 
perfect for imperfection to bear. God has to regulate 
his holiness to a profane world to refrain from de
stroying all that is wicked. God had to devise a plan 
to symbolize his holiness to his created world, so he 
established the priesthood of believers and placed his 
Son in the position of high priest. Through the cor
rupted holy influence of God's people, God calls 
others into relationship so that he can impart a mea
sure of his holiness to them. 

P.O. Box33 
Waynesboro~ TN 38485 
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Homosexuality and 
American Public Life 
by Christopher Wolfe 

This book delivers the most impressive and comprehen
sive response to the homosexual movement ever as
sembled. Philosophers and lawyers make the definitive 
case that homosexuality is both a moral and psychological 
disorder and a matter for compassionate but urgent public 
concern. 

Not content merely to restate the traditional moral 
position, the contributors address the homosexual move
ment's most compelling arguments with both sympathy 
and a relentless commitment to the truth. Experts of unsur
passed prestige probe the common assertions that homo
sexuality is genetically or biologically determined and that 
citizens' homosexual behavior should be exempt from 
social or legal censure. 

Introduction by William Kristol and an afterword by 
Richard John Neuhaus; contributors include Jeffrey 
Satinover, M.D., Robert P. George, Janet Smith, Hadley 
Arkes, Gerard Bradley, Michael Pakaluk, David Coolidge. 

Christopher Wolfe is a professor of political science at 
Marquelle University in Milwaukee and the president of 
the American Public Philosophy Institute. 
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How the Society Malignancy Grew 
A. B. Gregoreo 

W hen division rent the churches of the res
toration brotherhood at the close of the 
19th century, one of the primary factors 

was the missionary society. The society question was 
given far more attention in those days than instru
mental music. Over the years the emphasis gradu
ally reversed. Today, few preachers and few mem
bers of churches of Christ understand what was in
volved in the missionary society and why it was 
wrong. The following time line and list of the many 
different organizations created will help readers un
derstand why brethren rejected this system. 

1842. At this early date attempts were being 
made to organize the churches in the various states. 

1845. The American Christian Bible Society was 
created in Cincinnati to aid in distribution of the 
Scriptures. David S. Burnet was the leader of this or
ganization. 

1849. The American Christian Missionary Soci
ety was organized in Cincinnati, "To promote the 
spread of the gospel in destitute places of our own 
and foreign lands." D.S. Burnet was the driving force 
behind this organization. Alexander Campbell was 
elected its first president. 

1854. The Christian Women's Board of Missions 
was organized in Cincinnati "to maintain preachers 
and teachers for religious instruction ... to cultivate a 
missionary spirit ... to establish and maintain schools 
and institutions for education ... " Mrs. Maria 
Johnson was the first president. 

1875. The Foreign Christian Missionary Society 
was Organized in Louisville, Ky. Isaac Errett was the 
first president. 

1886. The National Benevolent Association was 
organized in St. Louis. 

1888. The Church Extension Board was formed 
to assist churches in building meeting houses. 

1894. The Board of Education, The Board of 
Temperance and Social Welfare and The Association 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity were created. 

1895. The Board of Ministerial Relief was orga
nized to provide for aged preachers. 

1919. Because of competition for funds, the 
United Christian Missionary Society was formed. It 

absorbed most of the societies and agencies. The 
announced purpose of the UCMS was "to preach the 
gospel at home and abroad; to maintain preachers 
and teachers in American and other lands ... to hold 
in trust and administer funds for these objects ... " 
(A. W. Fortune, Origin and Development of the Dis
ciples, p. 145-153). 

A. W. Fortune was a leading progressive in the 
early years of the 20th century. He wrote, "When 
the first steps were taken in the direction of coopera
tion, the leaders could not see the great organization 
into which it would ultimately develop. If they had 
had a glimpse of what the outcome would be, they 
would have refused to go forward" (Ibid. p. 157). 

Tragically the brethren did not foresee, that like a 
malignant tumor, their creation would eventually 
spread its deadly tentacles over the entire brother
hood, dominating churches and causing division in 
the body. Eventually it turned the churches it con
trolled into a liberal Protestant denomination (Dis
ciples of Christ), bearing little or no resemblance to 
the church of the New Testament. 

Instrumental Music 
in the Public Worship 

by John L. Giradeau 

Introduction written 
by Winford Claiborne 
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There were basic flaws in the thinking of those 
brethren who insisted the church must have societies 
to do her work and accomplish her mission: 

• Their attitude reflected a lack of respect for the 
simple organization of the church reveled in the Bible. 

• They demonstrated a lack of confidence in lo
cal churches to undertake and do the Lord's work. 

• They expressed an exalted view of human wis
dom. They thought they could create a better organi
zation to do the Master 's business than that which 
He had provided. 

• They showed a lack of concern for the consci-

entious scruples of the many brethren who protested 
that they could not accept their inventions. 

• They loved the creation of their hands better 
than the welfare and unity o f the Lord's church. They 
chose their societies over a united brotherhood. 

• Their project demonstrated their lack of re
spect for the autonomy of the local churches which 
were quickly overrun and brought into subjection to 
their organizations. 

Faithful brethren rejected the many societies of 
their day and we must do the same in ours. 

12630 West Fox(ire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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Confucianism 
Written, arranged, and compiled by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Confucius (K' ung Fu-Tzu) was born (551 B.C.) 
in the city of Lu in north China. H e died at 
the age of 72 discouraged about his career. 

He came from a poor bur respected family. Soon af
ter his birth his father died, leaving Confucius and 
his young mother in difficult circumstances. His 
mother provided him with the proper training to be
come a gentleman. H e married and had one son and 
two daughters. His mother died when he was 24 and 
he retired from public life for 27 months. 

About 530 B.C. Confucius set up a school in 
which he taught history, poetry, government, socially 
correct behavior, music, and divination. 

Teaching of Confucius 

Confucius was himself a student o f Chinese Classics 
and his purpose was to teach to others what he had 
learned. H e sa id: 

I am a transmitter and not a creator. I believe 
in Jnd have a passion for the Ancients, I'm no t 
bo rn a wise man. I am merely one in love with 
ancient studies and work very hard to learn 
them. 

The ancient literature Confucius studied, and 
communicated to others includes: 

Shih Chine or Book of Poetry, which is a valuable 
collection of information about Chou times (1000-
600 B.C.) . Chinese literature begins with Shi]ing 
(Book of Odes), an anthology of songs, poems, and 
hymns. It consists of 311 poems (6 without text). 
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Shih Chine's influence on Chinese literature is over
whelming and undeniable. 

Shu Ching or Book of History, which is the most 
ancient of the Chinese classical books, and contains 
historical documents of various kinds, relating to the 
period from about B.C. 2357-627. 

Li Chi or Book of Rites, which is an encyclopedia 
of ancient ceremonial usages, religious creeds and 
social institutions. Li Chi is a philosophical work re
lating the principles and functions of ancient rituals 
and ceremonies; and a source concerning the evolu
tion of Confucian thought and how it relates to the 
development of Chinese civilization. 

The Sishu (Ssu Shu; Four Books) are compila
tions of the sayings of Confucius and Mencius, one 
of Confucius's greatest followers, and of commentar-

The Credibility of the Church 

by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
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ies on their teachings. This series comprises Lunyuu 
(Lun Yii; The Analects), a collection of maxims by 
Confucius that form the basis of his moral and politi
cal philosophy; Daxue (Ta Hsiieh; The Great Learn
ing) and Zhongyong (Chung Yung; The Doctrine of 
the Mean), containing some of Confucius's philo
sophical utterances arranged systematically with 
comments and expositions by his disciples; and the 
Mencius (Book of Mencius), containing the teachings 
of Mencius. 

Ethical Principles of Confucius 
Confucianism advocates respect, obedience, and self
lessness, while emphasizing wisdom, justice, and loy
alty. 

The keynote of Confucian ethics is ren, variously 
translated as "love," "goodness," "humanity," and 
"human-heartedness." Ren is a supreme virtue repre
senting human qualities at their best. In human rela
tions, construed as those between one person and 
another, ren is manifested in faithfulness to oneself 
and others, and altruism, best expressed in the Con
fucian golden rule, "Do not do to others what you 
do not want done to yourself." Other important 
Confucian virtues include righteousness, propriety, 
integrity, and filial piety. One who possesses all these 
virtues becomes a perfect gentleman. Politically, 
Confucius advocated a paternalistic government in 
which the ~overeign is benevolent and honorable and 
the subjects are respectful and obedient. The ruler 
should cultivate moral perfection in order to set a 
good example to the people. In education Confucius 
upheld the theory, remarkable for the feudal period 
in which he lived, that "in education, there is no 
class distinction." 

Confucius placed emphasis on the family, stress
ing a right relationship between father and son, hus
band and wife, the oldest son and his younger broth
ers, and between elders and juniors. His teaching on 
filial piety caused the Chinese to make the interests 
of the family the first consideration. When asked the 
duty of a son, Confucius answered: "He shall not 
grieve his father and mother by anything but illness. 
He that can feed his parents is called a good son. But 
both dogs and horses are fed, and unless we honor 
our parents, what is the difference?" 

Confucius was also emphatic about the impor
tance of the relationship between rulers and their 
subjects. He taught that people are at heart good, 
and will respond to good in those above them to 
whom they look for leadership. "If a country," he 

said, "had none but good rulers for a hundred years, 
crime might be stamped out and the death-penalty 
abolished." Confucius said that a well-ordered state 
cannot be legislated into existence; it grows out of a 
contagious spirit of good. 

Confucius explained that the rectification of 
names is necessary to human happiness. He taught 
that if names are incorrect, words will be misused; 
and when words are misused nothing can be on a 
sound footing . . . only when a ruler is a ruler, a min
ister is a minister, a father is a father, and a son is a 
son can there be good government. "The rectifica
tion of names consists in making real relationships 
and duties and institutions conform to their ideal 
meanings .... When this intellectual reorganization is 
effected, the ideal social order will come as night fol
lows day ... " (The Development of the Logical 
Method in China, p. 26). 

The superior man was the kind of man Con
fucius talked about . . . "the man whose mind was 
clear about names and duties, and who acted with 
uprightness and good taste." The superior man dis
plays five constant virtues - self-respect, noble-gen
erosity, sincerity, earnestness, and benevolence. He 
had no use for insincere politeness that comes from 
mere etiquette. "I hate the ingratiating fellows, be
cause they get mixed up with the good men. I hate 
the glib talkers because they confuse us about honest 
people. I hate goody-good people because they con
fuse us about virtuous people and are the thieves of 
virtue. If a man is not a true man, what is the use of 
rituals? If a man is not a true man, what is the use of 
music?" (The Sayings of Confucius, Giles, p. 108). 

Confucius had no interest in making a religious 
order with organizations, and temples, and priests, 
and worship, yet he had faith in religious reality. His 
position was that whatever seemed contrary to com
mon sense in popular tradition, and whatever did 
not serve any discoverable social purpose was use
less. He said, "Absorption in the study of the super
natural is most harmful." Not that he disbelieved in 
the supernatural; but that it let the pressing concerns 
of human welfare suffer neglect. When asked about 
duty to the spirit's of the dead, Confucius replied, 
"Before we are able to do our duty to the living, how 
do we do it by spirits of the dead." Still, he observed 
religious rites and ceremonies. He took the ceremo
nial bath before worship and endorsed the sheep of
fering at the new moon. However, his own belief 
was that when a man practices the moral law he does 
the will of heaven (Encarta Reference Library 2003). 
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later Developments 
After the death of Confucius his disciples were deter
mined to carry out his political and social aims. 

Two major schools of Confucian thought 
emerged: one was represented by Mencius, the other 
by Xunzi (Hsiin-tzu). Mencius continued the ethical 
teachings of Confucius by stressing the innate good
ness of human nature. He believed, however, that 
original human goodness can become depraved 
through one's own destructive effort or through con
tact with an evil environment. The problem of moral 
cultivation is therefore to preserve or at least to re
store the goodness that is one's birthright. In politi
cal thought, Mencius is sometimes considered one of 
the early advocates of democracy, for he advanced 
the idea of the people's supremacy in the state 
(Encarta Reference Library 2003). 

In opposition to Mencius, Xunzi contended that 
a person is born with an evil nature but that it can be 
regenerated through moral education. He believed 
that desires should be guided and restrained by the 
rules of propriety and that character should be 
molded by an orderly observance of rites and by the 
practice of music. This code serves as a powerful in
fluence on character by properly directing emotions 
and by providing inner harmony. Xunzi was the 
main exponent of ritualism in Confucianism 
(Encarta Reference Library 2003). 

After a brief period of eclipse in the third century 
B.C., Confucianism was revived during the Han dy
nasty (206 B.C. to A.D. 220). The Confucian works, 
copies of which had been destroyed in the preceding 
period, were restored to favor, canonized, and taught 
by learned scholars in national academies. The works 
also formed the basis of later civil service examina
tions; candidates for responsible government posi
tions received their appointments on the strength of 
their knowledge of classic literature. As a result, Con
fucianism secured a firm hold on Chinese intellectual 
and political life (Encarta Reference Library 2003). 

The birthday of Confucius, also known as 
Teacher's Day, was celebrated on September 28•h. 

Neo-Confucianism 
The intellectual activities of the Song dynasty (Sung 
dynasty; 960-1279) gave ri se to a new system of 
Confucian thought based on a mixture of Buddhist 
and Daoist elements; the new school of Confucian
ism was known as Nee-Confucianism. 

Nee-Confucianism branched out into two 
schools of philosophy. The foremost exponent of 
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one school was Zhu Xi (Chu Hsi), an eminent 
thinker second only to Confucius and Mencius in 
prestige, who established a new philosophical foun
dation for the teachings of Confucianism by organiz
ing scholarly opinion into a cohesive system. Zhu Xi 
represented, all objects in nature are composed of 
two inherent forces: li, an immaterial universal prin
ciple or law; and qi (ch'i), the substance of which all 
material things are made. Whereas qi may change 
and dissolve, li, the underlying law of the myriad 
things, remains constant and indestructible. Purity is 
achieved by extending one's knowledge of the li. 

Opposed to the li (law) school is the xin (mind) 
school of Nee-Confucianism. The chief exponent of 
the xin school was Wang Yangming, who taught the 
unity of knowledge and practice. His major proposi
tion was that "apart from the mind, neither law nor 
object" exists. In the mind, he asserted, are embodied 
all the laws of nature, and nothing exists without the 
mind. One develops "the intuitive knowledge" of the 
mind through intense thought and calm meditation. 

The Chinese Communist victory of 1949 under
lined the uncertain future of Confucianism. Many 
Confucian-based traditions were put aside. The fam
ily system, for example, much revered in the past as a 
central Confucian institution, was de-emphasized. 
Few Confucian classics were published, and official 
campaigns against Confucianism were organized in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s (Encarta Reference 
Library 2003). FF 

Preaching 
Salvation 
by James Watkins 

Feel the inspiration of obedience from the 
word of God as related by the great orator, 
James Watkins. Take heed from the ex
amples of an honest Gentile, an army cap
tain, a tribe of six hundred thousand, an 
adulterous woman. Is The Way narrow? 
This study is a must for every Bible student. 
0929540298, paperback 

$9.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 



Preachers Like Harding 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

Preachers are needed like James A. Harding. 
Even though he died in 1922, his influence 
and example live in his descendants, the 

schools he began, and the congregations he estab
lished. 

Harding had the faith and energy of the apostle 
Paul. In 50 years of preaching, he made a lasting im
pact. Preachers of today can be inspired by his zeal, 
courage, and firm stand for the truth. 

In 1976, L.C. Sears wrote a moving biography of 
brother Harding titled The Eyes of jehovah:. The late 
Dean Sears gave a clear insight as to why brother 
Harding should be remembered and appreciated. 

Brother Harding was a capable school adminis
trator and teacher. After he graduated from Bethany 
College (in three years instead of four) in 1872, he 
was the principal of a boy's school. In 1891, he and 
David Lipscomb began the Nashville Bible School. 
He was president before going to Bowling Green, 
Ky., to be the founder and president of Potter Bible 
College. The college closed after brother Harding re
tired and another succeeded him. It continues now as 
the Potter's Children's Home. The Nashville Bible 
School continues and became Lipscomb University. 
Another distinguished university is named in his 
honor - Harding University, Searcy, Ark. 

Brother Harding was a good writer. He edited 
and wrote for gospel papers, including The Gospel 
Advocate. 

During his gospel ministry, he engaged in 50 reli
gious debates. He knew the scriptures thoroughly 
and, he effectively exposed error resulting in the 
conversion of many people. 

His preaching career which began in 1869 was 
amazing. He preached for small and large churches 
and some were poor and others rich. Brother 
Harding did not preach for a stipulated salary. He 
was criticized by preachers for his practice. He be
lieved that God would provide for his needs and he 
took comfort that God did so. 

When he preached in gospel meetings, they lasted 
several weeks- commonly six weeks. He would stay 
as long as the meeting was being effective. 

While he was away preaching, his family were 
deprived of his home influence. Even though he was 
absent, his wife and children were faithful. Their in
fluence lives on today. 

He lived in a day when the introduction of in
strumental music and the missionary society were be
ing aggressively promoted. He stood firm against 
both innovations. Sears shows brother Harding's 
stand against instrumental music. He wrote: 

Those who demanded the organ in worship 
were no greater lovers of music than those 
who opposed it. The issue, Harding repeat
edly pointed out, was simply whether Chris
tians should follow the instructions of the 
Christ and his inspired apostles, or follow 
their own judgment. Briney and others who 
had accepted the principle "We speak where 
the Bible speaks and are silent where the Bible 
is silent" now began to argue that the prin
ciple was never intended to apply to things 
like music but only to things that must be be
lieved and done in order to admission into, 
and fellowship in, the church. "Since the Bible 
is silent concerning instrumental music, we 
have a right to use it if we wish, and no one 
has a right to oppose it. It is the people who 
oppose it that are putting a yoke upon others 
and are guilty of dividing churches," he de-
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dared. Instruments of music, he argued, are 
matters o f indifference to be left to the major
ity vote of each congregation. 

H arding repli ed that had God used the term 
"make music" we could have used any kind of music, 
but when he says specifically, "Sing," we are limited 
to that. "The truth about the matter is this," Harding 
said: "Instrumental music was used under the Jewish 
covenant with the consent of the Lord, commanded 
by him through the prophets. God was displeased 
with them under that covenant, however, and to ld 
them he would make another covenant with them 
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not like that one. He did take that covenant out of 
the way and made another under which we live. He 
changed the law. Where he had said 'sing' and 'play' 
he now says 'sing.' H e changed the practice. From 
the publication of the new covenant for more than 
seven hundred years the Disciples of Christ sang; 
they did not play upon an instrument in their meet
ings. The Holy Spirit put it in [in the Old Testament], 
the Holy Spirit took it out, the disciples left it o ut, 
and the Roman Catholics put it back. God forbid 
that I should ever turn from following Christ and the 
apostles to fo llow the Catholics and thereby to di
vide the churches of Christ." 

The omission of instrumental music from the 
New Covenant, H arding emphasized, must have 
been intentional. ''All who have a proper conception 
of God believe that he does nothing by accident; to 
say that he left it out from utter indifference is but 
another way of saying that God knew that it would 
not be of the slightest use in his worship nor of the 
least benefit for the advancement of his cause, that 
he left it out because of its worthlessness. So this 
theory of indiffe rence resolves itself into the idea of 
purpose; God wou ld not have been indifferent to it 
if it could have been useful under the New Covenant 
in his worship . .. . 

"He who causes divisions by putting into the 
worship what God left out because of its worthless
ness, strikes a powerful and deadly blow at the salva
tion of the world. And the man who puts the worth
less thing in, and not the one who opposes its com
ing in, is the man guilty of fomenting strife and ev
erlasting death" (81-82). 

He was a steadfast promoter of the Restoration 
plea. And he admired four men for their efforts. He 
said, ''Alexander Campbell , Barton W Stone, Ben
jamin Franklin, and David Lipscomb, I think, have 
done more for apostolic Christianity than any four 
men since the Apostle Paul died" (10). 

Dean Sears describes brother H arding's attitude 
toward a stipulated salary. He states: 

The beings in the universe who are more thor
ough ly interested in the conversion of sinners 
than any others," he reminded his readers, 
"are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. They 
are nor at a ll limi ted in financia l resources. It 
would be an easy thing for them to put count
less millions of dollars into the work of con
verting men, if money were the thing needed. 
It is not. As a rule, the more money a church 
or a missionary society has with which to 
evangelize, the less godly it is. It makes con-



verts perhaps by the thousands, but too often 
they are not converts to Christ, nor are they 
willing to submit to his law, nor walk in his 
way. . .. When Christ was in the world too 
many followed him for the loaves and the 
fishes, and they plainly intimated to him that 
they could believe in him more heartily if he 
would feed them regularly with bread from 
heaven, even as their fathers had been fed in 
the days of Moses. Evidently their hearts were 
much more interested in the 'food that 
perisheth' than in the 'food which abideth 
unto eternal life.' 

But all Harding's explanations could not stop the 
criticisms and misrepresentations. In 1888 J.B. 
Briney made a savage attack on him, misrepresenting 
his statements and insinuating that he preached for 
rich churches and actually made no sacrifices, that he 
failed to meet engagements unless the churches paid 
his way, as at Gadsden, Ala., and that he held it un
scriptural for a preacher to remain longer than a 
few weeks or months in a place. 

Harding replied that the Bible certainly approves 
a preacher's staying in the same place for months or 
years, a fact which "no sane man ever doubted," but 
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it nowhere shows a man receiving a stipulated sal
ary. He declared also that he had never failed to 
meet an appointment because of lack of money, nor 
had he ever asked any church to send him traveling 
expenses. He had once changed an indefinite ar
rangement at Oxford, N.C., and had gone to Hunts
ville, Ala., instead because he had money to reach 
Huntsville, but not Oxford. 

Brother Harding sought to "convert people 
from error" as he stated when a prospect for the 
gospel was being dissuaded by a false teacher. "In 
1887 he remarked to Lipscomb that he gave those 
who advanced the societies and the use of instru
mental music just two years to accept the unbaptized 
into their churches" (93 ). 

Dean Sears gives an excellent summary of 
brother Harding's life: 

The founding of the Nashville Bible 
School, the first of the long succession of 
Christian institutions, and the great impetus 
this gave to Christian education was assur
edly the supreme contribution of James A. 
Harding to the succeeding generations. But 
the simplicity and sincerity of his unquestion
ing faith may have been an even more won
derful and more inspiring contribution to 
those who knew him best. It has also had a 
profound influence on the church, though in 
his time it aroused great controversy {221). 

No one could have been more active than 
James A. Harding. For seventeen years as an 
evangelist he had seen great throngs pro
foundly moved by his preaching. He had de
fended his faith before tense audiences in 
more than fifty battles often with the ablest 
champions of the opposition. Mter years as 
an editor of the Gospel Advocate, he edited 
and published his own paper. For twenty-one 
years he taught as much as any teacher, had 
written as much as any editor, and had filled 
his summers with meetings and his winters 
with preaching on Sundays and often on 
Wednesday nights, and with chapel talks al
most daily (249). 

The church grew and prospered under preach
ing that brother Harding and others did in past gen
erations. We sound a clarion call for such preachers 
and preaching today to enable the church to grow. 
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Time 
By Frank Chesser 

From out of the bosom of eternity came time. 
God "inhabiteth eternity" (Isa. 57: 15), while 
man dwells in time. Eternity gave birth to 

time as a temporary arrangement for transient hu
manity. 

"In the beginning" marks the commencement of 
time, the universe and man (Gen. 1: 1). At time's in
ception, there was no backward look for back of 
time is eternity. Everything material is limited by 
time, as is time itself, for time's final sunset was pre
destined in eternity. Time is not eternity's interlude 
for eternity is beginningless and endless. If time's du
ration is a billion years, it will only be a microscopic 
pebble on the unending shores of eternity. When 
eternity bids goodbye to time, time will not be 
missed. There will be no void to fill. 

Man's body is birthed for time; his spirit for eter-

nity. The moment he enters the door marked for life 
he commences a hasty exit toward the door marked 
death, His days on earth pass with more swiftness 
than a "weaver's shuttle" Uob 7:6), a fleeing "sha
dow" Uob 14:2), or a dissipating vapor" Uames4:14). 
Time marks him at birth and claims him at death. 

Time rushes on, unchecked, unaltered, carrying 
every material object to its inevitable end. Rust, de
cay, and death are its perpetual companions. We are 
all running out of time. The only thing that really 
matters is, are you prepared to meet God? Are the 
books of your life balanced? Are you ready to go? 
When time is swallowed up into eternity, where will 
you be? "Behold, now is the accepted time, behold, 
now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). 
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Mission Minded 
By Terry R. Townsend 

Do not be afraid of sudden fear, Nor of 
the onslaught of the wicked when it 
comes; For the LORD will be your 

confidence, And will keep your foot from be
ing caught. Do not withhold good from those 
to whom it is due, When it is in your power to 
do it. Do not say to your neighbor, "Go, and 
come back, And tomorrow I will give it," when 
you have it with you (Prov. 3:25-28 NASV). 

Are we, members of the body of Christ, serious 
about the "Mountain Commission and World-Wide 
Mission" that Jesus set forth nearly 2,000 years ago 
(Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15)? Are congregations of 
the Lord's people as mission-minded as they should 
be? Allow me to share with you some necessary ele
ments for becoming the type of mission-minded 
people the Lord desires. 

In Acts 13:1-5, we're given some insight into 
what is needed for carrying out our marching orders. 

20 :i~~ound;~~~ 

The church at Antioch of Syria was a mtsston
minded congregation. Antioch was the scene of the 
early labors of the apostle Paul, and the place 
whence he set forth on his first missionary journey 
(Acts 13 :2ff). Antioch soon became a central point 
for the diffusion of Christianity among the Gentiles, 
and maintained for several centuries a high rank in 
the Christian world. It has been estimated that by the 
year A.D. 341 half of Antioch's population 
(100,000) were professed Christians. They were in
volved in both local and global missions. They con
tinued to do the Lord's work, and God blessed them 
with growth. 

We learn from Antioch's example that a mission
minded church is one built around strong leadership. 
The church in the Syrian community was blessed 
with a strong contingency of leaders. Within the con
gregation were "prophets and teachers" (13:1). In ad-



clition, men like Ignatius, Dorotheus, Lucian, and 
possibly even the apostle Peter served as some of her 
earliest elders. Strong and active leadership is para
mount for the success of any work of the church. We 
need godly men willing to lead by example. Congre
gations that are busily engaged in mission work, both 
locally and globally are generally congregations be
ing led by strong, sound, and active leaders. 

A mission-minded church is one that is always 
looking for opportunities to serve, and this was evi
dent within the church at Antioch. They were "min
istering unto the Lord" (13:2a). This was a continued 
action; i.e., they continually sought out opportuni
ties to serve the Lord and their fellow man. I don't 
sense a group of people waiting around for others to 
get the work done, or for someone to tell them to do 
something. They saw an opportunity to serve, and 
they did it! This attitude is imperative if a congrega
tion is to be actively involved on both a local and 
universal scale (Gal. 6:10). We must "always abound 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labors are 
not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:5 8). 

Consider also the fact that the members of the 
body of Christ in Antioch understood their role and 
then carried it out. Not every individual listed in 
13:1 went with Paul on his first missionary journey. 
The Lord, through his Spirit, separated Barnabas and 
Paul for this particular work. There was no power 
struggle or jealous heart within the church at 
Antioch. Everyone knew their role and fulfilled that 
role to the best of their ability (Acts 11:29; 14: 26). 
In order for a congregation to be successfully en
gaged in missions, every member must know their 
role and recognize the importance they play in the 
grand scheme of things (1 Cor. 12:1ff; Eph. 4:11-
12). Every member must have a mind to work and 
then utilize the talents God has blessed them with 
(Neh. 4:6; Mat. 25:14ff). 

The church at Antioch of Syria teaches us that a 
mission-minded congregation will be active, both lo
cally as well as universally. Their local works in
cluded evangelism, benevolence, etc. Their universal 
labors included their support of Paul's three mission
ary journeys (13:3; 15:41; 18:23). Paul's success as a 
missionary was a direct result of the efforts made by 
the church at Antioch. The Lord's church must be 
actively involved in the Lord's work, both locally as 
well as globally! But strong universal efforts can only 
be realized after a congregation develops a strong 
and active local work. It was God's design for local 
work to be firmly established first, followed by 

world-wide missions (Acts 1:8). We must continue to 
improve our efforts in these areas. We must continue 
to develop and improve upon local works, and have 
more evangelistic fervor! In so doing, we'll ulti
mately be able to do more globally. 

We see also that the church at Antioch prayed 
God to bless every endeavor they pursued. Before 
sending Paul and Barnabas off on their initial mis
sionary journey, the church prayed to God. The early 
church recognized the power of prayer. They firmly 
believed that God does hear the prayers of the righ
teous (1 Pet. 3: 12), and that such petitions offered 
up to God by the faithful would avail much Uames 
5: 16). Prayer is essential for the success of any work 
the church might be engaged in. We must pray for 
the Lord's help and guidance and that his will be 
done in all that we do (Heb. 13 :20). 

Likewise, the church at Antioch teaches us an im-
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portant lesson relative to the encouragement that's 
needed from within a mission-minded congregation 
(13:3; 14:27). The laying on of hands was not for 
the imparting of spiritual gifts; rather, this was a sol
emn way of impressing upon the entire congregation 
the serious and important duties that were to be per
formed. By sharing in the service, the church was im
ploring the blessings of God to attend the missionar
ies, and was also indicating its own support and en
couragement of the proposed missionary work. 
Members of the body of Christ need to be encour
aged, not discouraged, for the good work they do 
(Rom. 15 :2; Eph. 4:29). Elders, deacons, preachers, 
Bible class teachers, parents, children, etc. need to be 
encouraged for all the good they do! Such encour
agement will bring about even greater efforts on the 
part of everyone engaged in such works. 

One of the greatest lessons we learn from church 
at Antioch is that a mission-minded congregation is 
one that's not afraid to set sail (13:4). This congrega
tion, in a very short period of time, had become a great 
evangelistic hub to the world. Their works were 
known far and wide. This would have never been the 
case had they never set sail - never taken that initial 
step out into unfamiliar territory. Up to this point, 
they had been involved in local work and were doing 
well at it (Acts 11:26). They had even been active in 
benevolence, assisting the Judaen brethren in their 
time of need (Acts 11 :29-30). But now their works 
would include world-wide missions. This involved 
some change and additional sacrifice. I wonder if the 
leadership took some heat for this work. I wonder if 
anyone had doubt as to its eventual success. I don't 
believe so. I believe the entire congregation was in full 
support of this work! They weren't afraid to try some-

"Pst.u:ncu.c;uDE 
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thing new in hope of broadening the borders of God's 
kingdom. We mustn't be afraid to try something new, 
as long as it's in keeping with God's will (Col. 3: 17). 
We mustn't fear failure. We mustn't be afraid of pursu
ing unfamiliar territory. We need ever to be seeking 
methods and means by which to carry out our march
ing orders. 

Finally, the church at Antioch teaches us that a 
mission-minded congregation is one that boldly pro
claims God's word (13 :5). A church can be involved in 
many good works and have many of the necessary el
ements in place, but if it's not upholding and pro
claiming truth, it will cease to be the kind of church 
God wants it to be. We must never shun to declare the 
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27), and we must be 
ever ready to defend it (2 Tim. 4:2)! Congregations 
involved in doing the Lord's work the Lord's way will 
forever stand. Those failing to proclaim God's word 
will eventually come to nought (Acts 5 :38-39). 

Are we serious about the "Mountain Commission 
and World-Wide Mission?" We better be! God, 
through his Spirit, has given us an example; it be
hooves us to follow it! 

Erwin, TN 37650 
123 Toney St. 
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By Frank Chesser 

The book's plea is for Christians to resist the temp
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Rather it encourages adherence to the instruction of 
the Holy Spirit as revealed in the written word. 

Church leaders will benefit by studying and teach
ing these principles. 
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Sex for Dummies 
By John Leo 

W hen covering a dispute over sex education 
in public schools, many reporters know 
what ro do. Just type that the fundamen

talist yahoos are at it again. For all we know, ed itors 
have installed a special timesaving key on newsroom 
computers so that the usual sex-ed news article pops 
out in 15 seconds or less. A classic example is the 
front-page Washington Post piece for Saturday, May 7, 
dealing with a new pilot program in Montgomery 
County, Md. The reporters managed to associate the 
protests with national right-wing Christian politics, 
the anti-evolution crusade, and Dorothy's d iscovery 
in the Wizard o(Oz tha t she wasn't in Kansas anymore. 
(For a deft rakedown of the bias in this piece, go ro 
oxblog.com and scroll down ro the May 8 ana lysis 
"More Ignorant Christian Fundamentalists?") 

The school system withdrew the curriculum, for 
the current school term at least, after a federal judge, 
Alexander Williams Jr., issued a 10-day restra ining 
order on two First Amendment grounds. Those 
grounds were viewpoint discrimination (the curricu
lum teaches "the moral rightness of the homosexual 
lifestyle" to the exclusion of other perspectives, the 
judge said) and state entanglement in religion. The 
curriculum dep icts the churches tha t endorse homo
sexuality as theologically sound, while singling our 
Baptists and fundamentalists for scorn. Churches dif
fer, the curriculum says, but a ll agree that j esus said 
nothing about homosexuality. Why the state should 
involve itself in telling us which religions are wrong 
and what Jesus said or didn't say is obscure. 

Resistance to anything-goes sexual preaching in 
the schoo ls is routinely depicted as a phenomenon of 
conservative Christians, but in an analysis of health 
textbooks, Gilbert Sewall of rhe American Textbook 
Council says that the sexual assumptions of the ag
gressive "health lobby" offend lots of Americans of 
all faiths and none. Sewall wants sex education to 
find a middle ground between abstinence-only pro
grams and the muscular "health lobby." 

Even apart from church-stare entanglement, the 
Montgomery curriculum is our of line in dismissing 
moral claims as myths. On what basis can a stare 
institution tell parents and children that their moral-

ity is faulty? In dealing with homosexuality, the job 
of the school is to teach tolerance, not to disparage 
traditional vi ews. Gays are our neighbors and should 
be treated with respect. Citizens for a Responsible 
Curri culum, one of two local groups opposing the 
curriculum, makes this point clearly: "Teaching re
spect for persons with same-sex attraction is appro
priate and right," the group says. "But demanding af
firma tion of a homosexual orientation and behavior 
goes beyond the eth ic of tolerance." The curriculum 
does in fact teach approval of homosexuality. 

Understandably, gays want that approval, but it 
can't be imposed by state schools. 

Indoctrination 

Much of the most contested material is tucked away in 
the teachers' resources guide. Citizens for a Respon 
sible Curriculum complains that health teachers did 
not mention or show the teachers' materials at parent 
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meetings: "When asked about them," the group said, 
"the standard answer was they were 'for the teachers 
only to use and not of interest to the parents."' 

There's a reason why so many sex-ed specialists 
slide into indoctrination almost without noticing 
what they are doing. The programs are often pre
pared with heavy input from Planned Parenthood, 
gay groups, and the Sexuality Information and Edu
cation Council of the United States, all of which op
erate on assumptions that much of the public does 
not share. One assumption is that sex is simply a 
smorgasbord of choice, and it doesn't really make 
any difference whom you have sex with or how, as 
long as you have orgasms and use contraceptives. 
"Oral, anal, and vaginal sex" all require condoms, 
says an earnest young woman in a video (since with
drawn from the curriculum) that demonstrates the 
proper way to place a condom on a cucumber. Else
where, the curriculum says, "Sex play with friends of 
the same gender is not uncommon during early ado
lescence." Whatever! 

The strangest aspect of the Montgomery curricu
lum is the insistence that students should ponder 
their gender identity. In plain English, this means 
boys should examine whether they really want to be 
boys, and girls should wonder if they should be girls. 
This is a current obsession in the world of sex educa
tion, apparently inserted here to accommodate trans
vestites and transsexuals. 

The good news is that local parents and their 
friends were able to make a solid case, take it to a 
reasonable judge, and get the county to back down, 
at least for now. It's a model of how dissenters in 
other communities should act (US News and World 
Report, 5/23/05). Fp 
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A God So Near 
(Deuteronomy 4:7) 

By James 0. Dobbs 

He is so near to me, 
So very present in time of need, 
that I can turn away from my sorrows 
and my anxious, exhausting fears, 
and fall into His everlasting arms. 

It is there that I find strength
the courage to push through 
a forest of entangling doubt, 
and stand where I can see a clearing -
the open vista of evergreen hope. 
A thousand temptations daily 
threaten my faith, 
crush my latest resolves, 
storm against my fragile spirit. 
He understands; He holds me closer. 

I cannot walk the unmarked trail alone -
it is too darkened by clouds of unbelief, 
too filled with dangerous despair. 
But He goes with me in the shadows, 
shining the lamp of truth along the path. 

T. his poem was written by james 0. Dobbs in 
April 2005, after he had gone through a 
rime of ailment and uncertainty. It ought to 

reflect the inner trembling of every devout heart, and 
stir within us very deep feelings of gratitude and rev
erence. 

"For what great nation is there, that hath a 
god so nigh unto them, as Jehovah our God is 
whensoever we call upon him?" (Deut 4:7). 

poets have said, For we are also his offspring" 
(Acts 17:24-28). 

"[W]e are a temple of the living God; even 
as God said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and I will be their God , and they shall 
be my people" (2 Cor. 6:16). 

"And we have the word of prophecy made 
more sure; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
hee~, as unto a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in 
your hearts" (2 Pet. 1 :19). 

"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light 
unto my path. I have sworn, and have con
firmed it, that I will observe thy righteous ordi
nances. I am afflicted very much: quicken me, 
0 Jehovah, according unto thy word. Accept, I 
beseech thee, the freewill-offerings of my 
mouth, 0 Jehovah, and teach me thine ordi
nances. My soul is continually in my hand; yet 
do I not forget thy law" (Ps. 119:105-109). 

"The God that made the world and all 
things therein, he, being Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; neither is he served by men's hands, as 
though he needed anything, seeing he himself 
giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 
and he made of one every nation of men to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, having de
termined their appointed seasons, and the 
bounds of their habitation; that they should 
seek God, if haply they might feel after him 
and find him, though he is not far from each 
one of us: for in him we live, and move, and 
have our being; as certain even of your own 
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Potpourri ••• 
W e continue to be concerned about what is 

going on around us because current reli
gious events and activities in the realm of 

morals seep in through the pores of the skin and in
fect those who are only standing by. It is hard to ob
serve any event and not be influenced by the inci
dent. It is wise to exercise a discipline of the eyes, 
mouth, and ears (the three monkeys put it this way: 
"See no, hear no, and speak no evil"). 

So, let's look around and see what is being re
ported in moral theology. 

fhe Evolution of Creationism 
~ (fhe following is excerpted from an article that 

appeared in the New York Times, May 17, 2005. It is 
critical of those who say, "In the beginning God cre
ated the heavens and the earth." Reading the piece 
may give a clue as to where godless, secular human
ism is headed. It also establishes what we have long 
known - The New York Times is no friend of Chris
tianity.) 

The Kansas Board of Education, frustrated that 
the Supreme Court had made it impossible to force 
creationism into the science curriculum, took the op
posite tack and eliminated all mention of evolution 
from the statewide science standards. 

Darwin's critics around the country began push
ing a new theory - known as intelligent design -
that did not mention God, but simply argued that life 
is too complex to be explained by the theory of evo
lution, hence there must be an intelligent designer 
behind it all. 

The political popularity of that theory will be 
tested today in a school board primary election in 
Dover, Pa., where the schools require that students 
be made aware of intelligent design as an alternative 
to Darwinism. The race pits those who voted last 
year for that rule against those who oppose it. 

Now the anti-evolution campaigners in Kansas, 
, who again have a state school board majority, have 

scrubbed things even cleaner. They insist that they 
are not even trying to incorporate intelligent design 
into state science standards - that all they want is a 
critical analysis of supposed weaknesses in the theory 
of evolution. That may be less innocuous than it 
seems. Although the chief critics say they do not seek 

26 ~i~~~ound;~~~ 

to require the teaching of intelligent desig·n, they add 
the qualifier "at this point in time." Once their foot 
is in the door, the way will be open. 

The state science standards in Kansas are up for 
revision this year, and a committee of scientists and 
educators has proposed standards that enshrine evo
lution as a central concept of modern biology. The 
ruckus comes about because a committee minority, 
led by intelligent-design proponents~ has issued its 
own proposals calling for more emphasis· on the limi
tations of evolution theory and the evidence suppos
edly contradicting it. The minority even seeks to 
change the definition of science in a way that appears 
to leave room for supernatural explanations of the 
origin and evolution of life, not just natural explana
tions, the usual domain of science. 

The fact that all this is wildly inappropriate for a 
public school curriculum does not in any way suggest 
that teachers are being forced to take sides against 
those who feel that the evolution of humanity, in one 
way or another was the work of an all.:.powerful de
ity. Many empirical scientists believe just that, but 
also understand that theories about how God inter
acts with the world are beyond the scope of their dis
cipline. 
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The Kansas board, which held one-sided hear
ings this month that were boycotted by mainstream 
scientists on the grounds that the outcome was pre
ordained, is expected to vote on the standards this 
summer. One can only hope that the members will 
come to their senses first. 

Follow-up: Stephen Meyer of the Discovery In
stitute testified [school board hearing in Kansas] that 
there is a "tremendous amount of criticism of the 
theory that students should be permitted to know 
about." For example, nearly 400 scientists, including 
professors at MIT, Rice, and Yale, have signed a Dis
covery Institute statement that questions "the ability 
of random mutation and natural selection to account 
for the complexity of life." 

Lehigh University biochemist Michael Behe, Uni
versity of Georgia biology professor Russell Carlson, 
and University of Missouri-Kansas City professor of 
medicine William Harris were among those who ar
gued that Darwinism is scientifically controversial. 
They pointed to challenges to the theory posed by 
the fossil record and by Mr. Behe's argument that 
gradual evolution by natural selection cannot ac
count for the complexity of the cell. They argued 
that the evidence points not to macroevolution but 
to ID, Intelligent Design (Source: World magazine, 
May 21, 2005). 

The Darwinist, though invited, declined to par
ticipate in the debate. What are they afraid of? 

Daily 1elegraph 

0 LONDON: A Bill published by the [UK] Gov
ernment yesterday, the Racial and Religious Hatred 
Bill, would outlaw remarks considered likely to stir 
up hatred against all religious groups. ... . . 

In line with the existing offence of sttrnng up ra
cial hatred, the new religious hatred legislation 
would apply to threatening, abusive or insulting 
words behavior or written material. It would cover 
autho;s, publishers, theatre directors, film distribu
tors and broadcasters. 

This will allow anyone seeking to create a prob
lem for a congregation or a preacher or elder. an!
where in the United Kingdom to file charges of Incit
ing religious hatred. Even if a person is not con
victed the impact of news reports, the cost of de
fendi~g themselves, and the "counter-hatred" will 
devastate churches and families. It will allow the po
lice to search through books, computers, photo
graphs, sermon notes, and anything _else t~ey wish to 
find evidence to convict. Already, 1n vanous coun-

tries in Europe, as well as in Canada, denominational 
preachers speaking out against such things as Islam, 
homosexualism, and adultery have been charged 
(and in some cases, convicted) of similar "hatred" 
crimes (1 0/06/05). 

Homosexual Events 
~TAMPA, Fla., June 25 - It started with a few 

complaints about a public library exhibit on gay au
thors, and resulted in an ordinance that has drawn 
the ire of gay rights advocates around the nation. 

The Hillsborough County Commission approved 
by a vote of 5 to 1, with one abstention, a policy that 
directs the county government to "abstain from ac
knowledging, promoting or participating" in gay 
pride recognition or events. The measure was passed 
on June 15, after a Gay and Lesbian Pride Month 
display at the West Gate Regional Library here upset 
some library patrons. 

The county's policy has angered gay rights advo
cates across the country. 

While the measure is not popular with gay rights 
supporters, Renee Lee, the Hillsborough County at
torney, said it was legal. "If the county doesn't want 
to spend money promoting gay rights, they can do 
that," Ms. Lee said. "It's not a constitutional breach. 
This is not a free speech issue." 

Excellent Bible songs for children 

Each Little Dewdrop 
new songs for young hearts 
by Charlotte E. Couchman 

34 acappella songs including: 
Books of the Old Testament 
Genesis 
Enoch Walked with God 
Exodus 
Fire on the Mountain 
Leviticus . 
Numbers 
Joshua 
Judges 
Elijah Spoke for God 
God's Servant Job 
God Knows me 
Isaiah's Call 
The Valley of Dry Bones 
Obadiah 
Eutychus 
My Sheep Hear My Voice 
We Are Part of God's Plan 

CD CDCI18 ........................................................ $11.99 
Audio tape ATTI7B ............................................................. 8.99 
Book BKBitB .............................................................................. 4 • 99 

$2.25 s&h for CD, tape, or book 
$3.00 book with tape or CD • Texas res. add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

August 2005 2 7 
Firm Foundation 



Li nda Alexander, the University of South Florida 
professor who reaches the diversity class, sa id she 
saw more a t risk than the Tampa area's reputation. 

"My thing is the intellectual freedom part," Mrs. 
Alexander said. "Libraries are supposed to be a place 
to learn and exp lore th ings" (New York Times -
June 26, 2005). 

[Yeah ... how about leaming things like sex with 
little children and animals, sadism and cannibalism, 
sex with people of the same gender and other forms of 
perversion? There is a place to draw the line against 
even libraries making available information that is 
damning - Editor] 

Gay Marriage Recognition 
®ATLANTA - Representatives of the nation's 

top psychiatric group approved a statement Sunday 
urging legal recognition of gay marriage. If approved 
by t he association 's d irectors in July, the measu re 
would make the American Psychiatric Association 
the first major medical group to take such a stance. 

The statement supports same-sex marriage " in 
the interest of maintaining and promoting mental 
health. " It follows a similar measure by the American 
Psychological Association last year, li ttle more than 
three decades after that group removed homosexual
ity from its list of mental disorders. 

Massachusetts is the only state that a llows same
sex marriage. Eighteen states have passed constitu
tional amendments outlawing same-sex marnage 
(AP). 

Got a Problem? - Invoice ''Evolution" 
!9lMy own experience in reading the biological 

li terature is that evolution has very little to do with 
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nuts and bolts biology (e.g., genetics, biochemistry, 
anatomy and physio logy) . Bio logists, by and large, 
try to understand existing systems and structures -
what they're made of, how they're constructed, and 
how they function. How they evolved is largely be
side the point. 

Yet to read evolut ion ists about the scientific sta
tus of evo lutionary theory, one often gets the impres
sion of salesmen who are omitting crucial details 
about the product they are selling. T hus one reads 
that evolution is a fru itful scientific theory that is put 
into practice every day by scientists across numerous 
areas of biology and beyond. 

A case in point was a recent trackback by Josh 
Rosenau to the article by Paul Johnson. According to 
Rosenau, evo lution is "a theory which has created 
cures for diseases and alleviated suffering." 

"Created cures?" The author of th is extravagant 
claim provides no references. I try to stay on top of 
the field of biocomputing, which uses models in
spired by Darwinian evo lution to solve problems at 
the intersection of bio logy and computation, but I' m 
unfamiliar with drug companies using these tech
niques to design or create new drugs. 

Moreove r, even if these techniques are used to 
develop new drugs, th is reference to "creating cures" 
actua ll y vindica tes intelligent design because these 
techniques, even if inspired by Darwinian evolution, 
require careful eng ineering and thus are design in
tensive (see chapte r 4 o f my book No Free Lunch, 
William Dembski, in which I show that evolutionary 
computing owes more to intelligent design than to 
Darwinian evolution - and if you want all the math
ematical details of this chapter filled in, go to my ar
ticle "Searching Large Spaces"). 

My suspicion, therefore, is that Josh Rosenau 
meant someth ing much more plebeian when he re
ferred to evo lutionary theory as "creating cures." 
What I suspect he is referring to is that bacteria, 
through a process of natural selection, tend to ac
quire immunity to antibiotics. Thus, for infections to 
be treated effectively, drug companies need to design 
new drugs to overcome the increased im munity of 
these bacteria. 

But, in that case, it is not the theory of evolution 
that provides insight into how to design new antibi
otics that knock ou t bacteria that have developed im
munity to o ld antibiotics. Rather, it is the drug 
designer's background knowledge and ability as a re
searcher that enables him or her to design appropri
ate new drugs that knock out these bacteria. All evo-



lution is doing here is describing the process by 
which these bacteria acquire antibiotic resistance
not how to design drugs capable of overcoming that 
resistance. 

To say that evolution is "a theory which has cre
ated cures for diseases and alleviated suffering" is 
therefore misleading. It is like saying that tooth de
cay has assisted in designing new methods of filling 
cavities. In both these instances, evolution and tooth 
decay are problems that need to be overcome by de
sign (Web Site of Intelligent Design the Future). 

ll11rdcore 
$Associated Press: A red-light district tentatively 

cleared for construction on the Internet - the 
".xxx" domain - is being billed by backers as giving 
the $12 billion online porn industry a great opportu
nity to clean up its act, after the Internet Corpora
tion for Assigned Names and Numbers voted 6-3 this 
month to proceed with it. ,,,, 

OMADRID, Spain- Hundreds of thousands of 
people led by 20 Roman Catholic bishops and con
servative opposition leaders clogged downtown 
Madrid on Saturday in a demonstration against the 
Socialist government's bill to legalize homosexual 
marriage and permit homosexual couples to adopt 
children. 

Chanting in favor of the family and children's 
rights, the demonstration, called by a lay Catholic 
group, the Spanish Forum for the Family, was held in 
a festive atmosphere with participants waving color
ful balloons and Spanish and regional flags. 

The gay marriage bill is expected to become law 
in a matter of weeks. It has been passed by the lower 

For young teens 

The Other Side of Evolution 
by Jon Gary Williams 

A book on creation/evolution written for teens. It contains 
much factual, easy-to-read information on fossils, comparative 
arguments, the age of the Earth, etc. In addition, it provides an 
excellent short history of evolution and a discussion of the 
evidences upon which belief in creation is based. 65 pgs. 
p11perb11ck 

$4.95 plus $3.00 slh for one book 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 1-888-367-6216 

chamber of Parliament and will be voted on next 
week by the Senate. 

Opinion polls indicate a majority of Spaniards 
support the bill. 

But demonstrators were angry at what they called 
the degradation of the institution of marriage and the 
fact that gay couples may adopt (Associated Press). 

Homo's Smell 
tl It sounds like something out of the satirical jour

nal Annals of Improbable Research: a team of Swedish 
neuroscientists scanned people's brains as they 
smelled a testosterone derivative found in men's 
sweat and an estrogen-like compound found in 
women's urine. In heterosexual men, a part of the 
hypothalamus (the seat of physical drives) responded 
to the female compound but not the male one; in het
erosexual women and homosexual men, it was the 
other way around. But the discovery is more than just 
a shoo-in for that journal's annual Nobel Prize - it 
raises provocative questions about the science and 
ethics of human sexuality (New York Times, May 17, 
2005). 

Building or remodeling? 

National Interior 
Furnishings 
Your one-source supplier 

Furnishings for 
• Church buildings 

• Schools 

• Funeral homes 

• Nursing homes 

• Offices 

Pews; chairs; stacking, folding, office, executive; 
lecterns; desks; workstations; conference tables/ 
chairs; baptistries and heaters; steeples; signage, 
exterior and interior; office/classroom/nursery furnish
ings, cribs, rocking chairs, toddler tables/chairs; 
chalkboards, bulletin boards, white/magnetic boards, 
flannel boards; blinds; traditional and contemporary 
church lighting, chandeliers; sound/video equipment 
and installation; flooring and installation: tile, wood, 
vinyl, carpet, commercial/residential; sports/playground 
equipment; cabinets/shelving/storage units; vacuum 
cleaners, commercial, light duty; carpet cleaners; 
and more. 

Call J. C. Prophet 
(888) 799·7016 (toll free) 
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Labels 
t?'Hhe Food and Drug Administration plans to 

add information about possible psychiatric side ef
fects to the labels of a drug category that includes 
Concerta and Ritalin, which are widely used treat
ments for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, 
and the agency sa id it will investigate other ADHD 
medicines for similar problems, The Wall Street jour
nal reports. The FDA said it has received reports of 
patients experiencing psychiatric events that include 
hallucinations, suicidal though ts and psychotic be
havior as well as aggression and violent actions while 
using forms of methylphenidate, which is the generic 
name for Ritalin. Concerta, made by Johnson & 
Johnson, is a long-acting form of methylphenidate. 
Ritalin, made by Novartis, is widely prescribed as a 
generic. The FDA said it "intends to make labeling 
changes describing these events," and asked its pedi
atric advisory committee for comments. But the 
agency's approach likely signals that it doesn't see 
the label change as an urgent safety issue, the journal 
says (Wall Street joumal, June 29, 2005). 

Ugh! 
~?~Right-th inking adults should be outraged by 

the recommendation in the latest "comprehensive" 
sex-education materials from Planned Parenthood 
that, for "safe" sex, 8'" graders should use Saran 
Wrap as "protection" when engaging in oral and anal 
sex Uanice Shaw Crouse, May 24, 2005 - Townhall 
blog) . 
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Searching 
for Biblical Truth 

By John Hobbs 

This new book focuses on a variety of subjects de
signed to get us to heaven. Verses often misunder
stood are studied in-depth. Strong emphasis on 
scripture; the Bible is the authoritative word of God. 
Designed for class study, the 13 chapters deal with 
topics such as Having a Faith That Will Take One to 
Heaven; He That Turneth Away His Ear From Hear
ing the Law; Repentance - Is It Necessary to Go to 
Heaven?; Sitting at the Feet of Baptist Scholars; A 
Study of John 3:5; A Study of John 3:16; A Study of 
Acts 16:31; The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53; The 
Way That Leads to Eternal Life; and more. paper 
back • 254 pages. 

$11.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Was Jesus a Woman? 
t~A publisher is touting a new edition of the Gos

pels that identifies Christ as a woman named Judith 
Christ of Nazareth. 

LBI Institute says its version, Judith Christ of 
Nazareth, The Gospels of the Bible, Corrected to Re
flect that Christ Was a Woman, Extracted from Mat
thew, Mark, Luke and John, takes Thomas 
Jefferson's edited Gospe l one step further by "cor
recting" the gender of Christ and God. 

The new version, according to the publisher, re
vises fami liar stories, transforming the "Prodigal 
Son" into the "Prodigal Daughter" and the "Lord's 
Prayer" into the "Lady's Prayer." 

Reader reviews on the book's Amazon.com page 
included these: 

• "One star because there is nothing lower. May 
the Lord have mercy on the writers!" 

• "A friend with a Hebrew doctorate noted to 
me: 'There is no feminine form of the name Jesus (or 
Joshua). Judith is the feminine form of the name 
Juda- or Judas.' How perfectly fitting!" 

• Reading the other reviews here, I can't believe 
that this is being touted as being an advance for 
women's rights. That is just not true. God sent his 
only SON, not his daughter. It is also true that God 
loves all of us, male and female the same. He created 
each of us as we are. We should not strive to become 
something we are not. This book truly offends me. I 
agree with the other reviewer, those that produced 
this book will be held responsible for those they de
ce ive. I pray for each of them. 

The 
Collapse 
of 
Evolution 
by Scott M. Huse, Ph.D. 

The author goes to geology, physics, mathematics, biol
ogy, and anthropology in order to establish the scientific 
validity of creation and the flood . Dr. Huse critiques 
commonly cited "proofs" of evolution. Well written and 
easy to read, the third edition includes numerous revi
sions, plus two new chapters on astronomy and archae
ology. 0-8010-5774-4 pb, 224 pgs. 

$14.99 
$4.00 s&h ·Texas residents add 6.25% tax 



• May the Lord God punish the author of this 
translation and its publishers if they do not with
draw this heretic bible from print, Amen 
(WorldNetDaily.com). 

Saudis Go Berserk 
OHe just wanted his colleagues in the govern

ment's legislative arm to discuss the possibility of con
ducting a study into the feasibility of reversing the ban 
on women drivers - the only prohibition of its kind 
in the world. 

But Consultative Council member Mohammad 
al-Zulfa's proposal has unleashed a storm in this 
conservative country where the subject of women 
drivers remains taboo. 

Al-Zulfa's cell phone now constantly rings with 
furious Saudis accusing him of encouraging women 
to commit the double sins of discarding their veils 
and mixing with men. He gets phone text messages 
calling on Allah to freeze his blood. Chat rooms 
bristle with insulting accusations that al-Zulfa is 
"driven by carnal instincts with 454 horsepower." 

There even have been calls to kick al-Zulfa from 
the council and strip him of his Saudi nationality. 

The uproar may be astounding to outsiders. But in 
Saudi Arabia, where the religious establishment has 
the upper hand in defining women's freedoms, the 
issue touches on the kingdom's strict Islamic lifestyle. 

Conservatives, who believe women should be 
shielded from strange men, say driving will allow a 
woman to leave home whenever she pleases and go 
wherever she wishes. Some say it will present her 
with opportunities to violate Islamic law, such as ex
posing her eyes while driving or interacting with 
strange men, like police officers or mechanics. 

"Driving by women leads to evil," Munir al
Shahrani wrote in a letter to the editor of the Al
Watan daily. "Can you. imagine what it will be like if 
her car broke down? She would have to seek help 
from men" (NewsMax.com, June 2, 2005). 

Slurp 
«~Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams is 

getting pressure from three sides as he tries to hold the 
troubled worldwide Anglican Communion together. 
The conservative majority of the communion's pri
mates, or top leaders, want all members of the com
munion including the U.S. Episcopal Church, and the 
Anglican Church of Canada to adhere to traditional, 
biblically based Anglican teaching on sexuality, or be 
ousted. Liberals in North America and Europe are 
looking to Canterbury to provide shelter. Now the 

Vatican is pressing hard as well. 
The Vatican had pulled out of official ecumenical 

talks with the communion over the consecration of a 
homosexual bishop and the blessing of same-sex 
unions in North America. It reinstated the talks after 
the Anglican primates recently took initial punitive 
steps against the North Americans. Vatican officials 
urged Canterbury to address the moral questions at the 
heart" of the conflict. Ecclesiological solutions alone 
are too open to different interpretations, they warned. 

Meanwhile, Archbishop Williams appointed a 
"Panel of Reference" on May 11 to try to mediate 
disputes where conservative parishes stranded in lib
eral-headed dioceses want spiritual oversight by a 
biblically faithful bishop (World, May 28, 2005). 

You Can Help! 
The chilling winds of liberalism blow with increasing 
boldness across the landscape, and it is inevitable 
that compromise and unbelief will assault the walls 
of Zion and the bulwarks of faith. We invite your 
participation as we stand firm against adverse winds 
to assure that the present and unborn generations 
may continue to have the benefit of the undenom
inational church of Christ. 

If you enjoy and benefit from reading the Firm 
Foundation, please help increase our readership. It 
will enhance the work we are aiming to do. Thou
sands of people receive the Firm Foundation each 
month, and if each one of you will recommend the 
paper to your friends it will be deeply appreciated and 
will greatly increase our ability to rebuke change 
agents and exhort the faithful. 

You may want to consider subscribing to the paper 
for your preachers and elders as a gift to enable them 
to feed their flocks more effectively, or subscribe for 
anyone who is interested in knowing religious truth 
and growing in righteousness. Some elders subscribe 
for the entire congregation over which "the Holy Spirit 

has made them bishops." 

If you are sympathetic with the aims and objec
tives of this paper, we earnestly solicit your financial 
help. Join our effort by making donations to the Firm 
Foundation to assure that our voice will continue to be 
heard as we plead for the Old Paths. 

Please join with us today. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269 

(800) 572-3617 
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Quite Contrary 
0 In the new consensus statement on the Virgin 

Mary by the joint Anglican-Roman Catholic Interna
tional [dialogue] Commission (ARCIC), released on 
May 19 in Seattle, the Anglican side appeared to 
concede everything, the Catholic side nothing. 

The product of six years of discussion, "Mary: 
Grace and Hope in Christ" was hardly the giant step 
toward Christian unity its framers envisioned. The 
document asked Anglicans to accept controversial 
Catholic teachings about Mary as "authentic expres
sions of Christian belief." 

Declared Rev. Rod Thomas of the evangelical 
group Reform in the Church of England: "The docu
ment goes nowhere near addressing the understand
ings of revelation, of scriptural authority, and the 
uniqueness of Christ that were the cornerstones of 
the Reformation and are the cornerstones of evan
gelical faith today." 

ARCIC didn't attempt to alter the two "infal
lible'"' Catholic teachings that Mary was born with
out sin of a virgin and was assumed bodily into 
heaven, and it affirmed the special devotion given to 
Mary by many, as long as "the honor paid to Christ 

CHOSEN 
ALIENS 
by Robert .J. Ball 

cHosen 
nLIEns 

! 
€! In this 13-chapter study, Old 

Testament history is touched on, 
but concentration is on God's chose ~=o ... =RO=oe=·RT=J.=BAL=l::=J 
people today as Identified in the 
New Testament. Study questions at the end of each 
chapter. Chapter titles: The Chosen of God; A Choice to 
Make; It Was Always God's Will to Save His Chosen; 
Jesus Knows the Future of God's Chosen; By His Grace 
God Chose Those in Christ; God's Chosen Are Few; 
God's Chosen Are the Ught of the World; God's Chosen 
Are Servants; God's Chosen Are Adopted Sons; God's 
Chosen Endure Trials; God's Chosen Can Reject Him; 
God's Chosen Have a Uving Hope; God's Chosen Have 
a Home with the Lord. Paperback, 160 pgs. 

Brother Ball is a gospel preacher and currently an 
instructor of Bible and homiletics at Southern Christian 
University in Montgomery, Ala. 

$8.95 
plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 

remains pre-eminent." And although Mary had a 
special role in God's plan of salvation, it said, re
demption is through Christ alone. It acknowledged 
there were "real and perceived abuses" that led to 
"excessive exaltation" of Mary's role. 

With Such a One, llo Not to Eat 
f>Catholic priest Michael Sklucazek denied com

munion to pro-gay demonstrators wearing rainbow
colored sashes at the Cathedral of St. Paul (Minn.) 
on Pentecost Sunday. Archbishop Harry Flynn had 
warned earlier they wouldn't receive communion be
cause the sashes, worn annually at the behest of the 
Rainbow Sash Alliance, had become a protest against 
church teaching. 

He fhat Is Ignorant ••• 
$The clergy-short 1.3-million-member United 

Church of Christ will vote this summer on a plan to 
attract more prospective ministers. It would offer an 
option for ordination that would bypass the tradi
tional college and-seminary training track. 

fo 1rodf or to Defrock 
SA United Methodist Church regional appeals 

panel ruled 8-1 to reverse a verdict defrocking Phila
delphia clergywoman Irene "Beth" Stroud for violat
ing the church's ban on non-celibate gay clergy. The 
clergy jurors claimed "legal errors" resulted in her 
punishment. Eastern Pennsylvania Bishop Marcus 
Matthews said he will appeal the judgment to the 
UMC's supreme court. 

lslamist 1uture Is llow 
0 The result of an extensive research and five 

months of field interviews in numerous schools in 20 
French provinces by a distinguished group of French 
educators should be sobering for anyone who values 
European civilization. 

The report documents the extensive Islamization 
of French schools in the vicinity of Moslem ghettoes 
and the imposition of strict conformity with Islamist 
dictates through violence and intimidation. 

Having by and large completed their takeover of 
the Moslem ghettoes, often by "targeted violence" 
against non-Moslems and moderate Moslems alike, 
the Islamist fanatics are making great progress to
wards achieving control of the educational system. 

This is not just France's problem. The same phe
nomenon of large numbers of angry young Moslems 
who totally reject European civilization is easily ob
servable in virtually every large urban center across 
the EU. 



Happy Senior Moments 
0 Laura Carstensen, professor of psychology at 

Stanford University and director of the Life-span De
velopment Laboratory, has done some fascinating re
search on aging and memory. We all are familiar with 
the idea that we lose some of our memory as we age. 

We laugh about having a "senior moment" when 
we forget a name or event. Indeed, studies show that 
there is memory loss as we age, but there is a won
derful twist to this phenomenon: 

What we forget is the negative. 
[I took my great-granddaughters on a trip and 

they spent half their time looking for their Teddy
Bears ... were they having "senior moments?"- they 
are 2 and 4.] 

Heavenly Prize 
!91 Fundamentalist Moslem mythology has it that 

terrorist "martyrs" are greeted in heaven by 72 vir
gins - each. The Koran, however, is quite murky 
when it comes to what devout Moslem women re
ceive as their heavenly reward. [They surely would 
not want 72 men.] 

Intolerance 
$According to an article (Political Islam Preaches 

Intolerance, by Ian Johnson and John Carreyou) a 
message throughout Europe insisting that "society 
has to be based on Islam" finds a broad audience. 
There is no call for jihad or violence and the message 
is delivered by local citizens, not outside agitators. 
Yet the message is radical: People who are different 
are held in contempt. Mingling with mainstream so
ciety is frowned upon. Society, according to what is 
being said in the Mosques of Europe, should be 
founded on one religion: Islam (Wall Street Journal, 
July 11, 2005). 

Normal? 
@Jordan B. Woods of the Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, 

Transgender, and Supporters Alliance at Harvard Uni
versity, described a speech at Harvard University by 
actress Jada Pinkett Smith as "heteronormative." The 
term refers to the idea "that standard sexual relation
ships are only between males and females." Some 
BGLTSA members objected to the speech, and the 
Harvard Foundation promised a letter of apology. 

Hands OHII 
!91NEW YORK-Oriana Fallaci faces jail. In her 

mid-70s, stricken with a cancer that, for the mo
ment, permits only the consumption of liquids one 
of the most renowned journalists of the modern era 

has been indicted by a judge in her native Italy under 
Provisions of the Italian Penal Code which proscribe 
the ''vilipendio," or "vilification," of "any religion 
admitted by the state." 

In her case, the religion deemed vilified is Islam, 
and the vilification was perpetrated, apparently, in a 
book she wrote last year - and which has sold many 
more than a million copies all over Europe - called 
"The Force of Reason." Its astringent thesis is that 
the Old Continent is on the verge of becoming a do
minion of Islam, and that the people of the West 
have surrendered themselves fecklessly to the "sons 
of Allah." So in a nutshell, Oriana Fallaci faces up to 
two years' imprisonment for her beliefs .... (Wall 
Street Journal, June 23, 2005). 

From Freecl-Hankman Lectures 

Giving a Reason 
for Our Hope 
Forty-five men contributed to this book among them are 
such notable men as Kenny Barfield, Albert Gardner, 
Ralph Gilmore, Evertt W. Huffard, Wayne Jackson, Paul 
Kidwell Sr., Hugo McCord, Bert Thompson, William 
Woodson, Don Shackleford, Kippy Myers.1990 351 pgs. 

Some_ of the topics In the book are: 
My Strongest Argument for Creation 
Parents in Pain 
Weaknesses in William Jennings Bryan's Defense of 

Creation: The Scopes Trial on Evolution 
Abortion and the Law 
Balance in Preaching 
The Character, Mission, Credentials, and Authority 

of Jesus Christ as the Son of God 
Modern Challenges to Faith: God Is Dead 
Establishing Ethics Without God 
Is Jesus Really God? 
The Atheist's Strongest Argument Against 

the Existence of God 
Causes of Atheism 
Developing a Youth Devotional Program 
Biblical Authorship: The Five Books of Moses 
Does Human Suffering Disprove the Existence of a 

Benevolent God? 
Unsound Approaches to Apologetics 
Problems in the Preacher's Home 

Good sermon material- suitable for Bible classes. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s/h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 
(888) 367-6216 • email jprophet@qulk.com 
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Sticlt 'lm Up 
0 Those friendly English Bobbies may be friend

lier than you think. One subset of them, the Gay Po
lice Association, is hosting an event called Celebrate, 
at which delegates from all European Community 
nations will gather in London to discuss such vital 
law-enforcement topics as, to quote from the list of 
- what else? - "workshops" advertised on the Cel
ebrate website: "Monitoring sexual orientation in 
the police service" ... "Strategies for lobbying gov
ernment and negotiating with chief officers" ... ''A 
pan-European look at same-sex pension inequality" 
... "Strategies for dealing with an institutionally ho
mophobic press" ... "Songs of hate: Policing ho
mophobic lyrics." Anything about catching thieves 
and killers? Well, there's "Investigating homophobic 
murders," and, ''A look at domestic violence issues 
for gay women in abusive relationships." But who 
cares about that boring old-style police work? The 
central theme here is "to actively celebrate differ
ence, not merely to tolerate or even respect it." Note 
well: If you merely tolerate or even respect homo
sexuality, you have not reached full enlightenment 
- are probably still, in your heart, a hate-filled 
bigot. You must celebrate the thing. Actively. With a 
police officer (National Review, July 4, 2005). 

Everything Is Right ••• Except 
OWilliam Watkins, in his book The New Abso

lutes (Bethany House, 1996), identifies core convic
tions that govern today's secularists: 

Hope for Those Who Struggle 
Coping with the Losses of Life 

by Don Williams 

Don Williams has been a preacher for over 27 years. 
He has taught grief support classes and conducted 
grief recovery workshops. He has served as a Hospice 
Chaplain for two different organizations, and has been 
active in speaking to many different groups about the 
various aspects of grief. 

His experience in helping others cope with the loss 
of loved ones has given him insights which he shares 
in this excellent book. Discussed are terminal illness, 
coping with the loss of a parent, a spouse, a sibling, or 
a child.lt includes discussions of miscarriage, Sudden 
Infant Death, and stillbirth. paperback • 214 pages 

$9.95 plus $3.25 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 • (888) 367-6216 
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1. Religion interferes with freedom and must be 
banished from the public square. 

2. Human life is valuable only as long as it is 
wanted. 

3. Marriage is a human contract made between 
any two people, and can be terminated for any rea
son. 

4. Family is any grouping of two or more people. 
5. Sexual intercourse is permissible regardless of 

marital status. 
6. All forms of sexual activity are moral as long as 

they occur between consenting adults. 
7. Women are oppressed by men and must liberate 

themselves. 
8. People of color should receive preferential treat

ment. 
9. Non-Western societies and other oppressed 

peoples and their heritage should he studied and val
ued above Western civilization. 

10. Only viewpoints deemed politically correct 
should be tolerated and encouraged to prevail. 
Which brings us to Gene Edward Veith's suggested 
eleventh commandment: 

11. Thou shall not tolerate those intolerant Chris
tians. 

Through the 

Bible 
A Systematic Study 
of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by David Roper 

Challenge yourself to a special study of the entire 
Bible, Genesis through Revelation, over the next 
year. These lessons provide an overview of all 66 
books. Personal involvement is the key to per
sonal benefit. Study the comments in this book as 
you read and meditate on the selected pas
sages from the Bible. Suggested reading sched
ule is 3 or 4 chapters a day. This will give you a 
good sample of each book and by the end of the 
year you will have studied every book in the Bible. 
*Background material on each book 
• Outline of each book 
• Practical lessons 
•Sermon outline from a valuable lesson 
• Paperback • 304 pgs. 

$9.00 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax. 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Called To Preach? 

guestion: How is one "called" to be a preacher? 
Can a preacher stop preaching and turn to 

s c ar work for a living and still be pleasing to God? 
Can a preacher retire? (S.W) 

A nsw~r: These questions deal with a matter about 
..t\.. which I am greatly concerned. We are losing far 
too many or our preachers, including some of our 
most talented ones. Some, no doubt, have good rea
sons for making a change in the way they earn their 
living, while continuing to use their talents and abili
ties in the service of the Lord in an effective and suf
ficient way. Others, I fear, may quit for the wrong 
reasons, and I see some who quit serving the Lord or 
even attending the church when they quit preaching. 
A preacher who only preaches because he is paid to 

preach ought not to be allowed to preach. Some men 
ought to quit preaching. 

It remains true, however, that we do not have 
enough sound, dedicated, capable preachers, and 
that all the efforts being made to educate and pro
duce more do not add up to enough to make up for 
the preachers who are dying, retiring, or leaving the 
pulpit for other reasons. It is a matter, therefore, of 
great legitimate concern, and of special concern to 
me. 

God does not call men to preach today by laying 
a hand on them, by giving them a vision, or by whis
pering to them in a still small voice. He does not tell 
this man directly that he should preach and that man 
that he should plow. Many who claim to be called of 
God to preach in some of these ways preach things 
so completely contrary to the will of God that it is 
obvious God did not call them. 

However, God has commissioned every Chris
tian to use his abilities effectively and his opportuni
ties faithfully for making the good news of Christ 
known to everyone he can. Many Christians in many 
vocations work effectively to fulfill that commission. 
One who feels the weight of that commission in an 
especially heavy way, who recognizes he is suited by 

talent and ability for "the work of an evangelist," 
and who sees the circumstances of his life combine in 
such a way as to present him opportunities for 
preaching or for greater preparation for it may then 
?e compelled in a special way to preach. Preaching 
Is, therefore, in the providence of God, "a divine 
calling" for such a one. He will feel as Paul did: "For 
if I preach the gospel that gives me no ground for 
boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if 
I do not preach the gospel! " (1 Cor. 9:16). He will 
preach even if no one provides him with a comfort
able pulpit and salary; he will preach if he has to 
"make tents" with his own hands in order to have a 
place and opportunity and a living. 

Such a person would only "retire" to the extent 
that declining health or strength or abilities made it 
necessary. We must all face the fact that, if we live, 
we will experience such a decline. Such a person, 
even if he does change the way he makes a living, 
will not "quit preaching." 

Bible Puzzle 

guestion: "Who was born before his mother 
died before his brother, and was buried befor~ 

h ther in his grandmother's bosom? (S.B.) 

A ns~er: (You. may enjoy puzzling over this ques
..t\.. twn.) I thmk I have worked out a solution. 
Here is my answer: Abel. 

The expression "born before his mother" is the 
significant clue. The only way that could be possible 
is for the mother to have never been born. The only 
woman to live without ever being born is Eve. Of 
Eve's children, it was Abel who died and was buried 
before either his brother or his father. The expres
sion "buried in his grandmother's bosom" must refer 
to his having been buried in the ground or earth, 
from which Adam, his father, was taken. 

5345 Atlanta H wy. 
Faulkner University 

Montgomery, AL 35109 
FF 
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Bible and the Age of the Eart h 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an in-depth discussion on the controversial 
topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, including 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
New Testament passages pertinent to this extremely 
important subject. 124 pgs., paperback 00000000 $6.50 

Case for the Existence of God 
Bert Thompson 
This book is packed with evidence from nature 
regarding the existence of God. It examines 
evidences from both the Universe and man himself. 
Also includes discussion of morality as proof of 
God's existence. Great for someone who doubts 
that God exists. 200 pgs., paperback 00000000000 $5.95 

Creation Compromises - 2nd ed. 
Bert Thompson 
A newly revised, thorough, well-documented 
refutation of attempts to reconcile uniformitarian 
geology with the Creation account. Dr. Thompson 
provides a solid foundation for the correct under
standing of Genesis, and critiques the Day-Age 
Theory, Gap Theory, progressive creation, and other 
forms of theistic evolution and old-Earth creationism. 
430 pgs., paperback oo oo OO OO ooOOooOOOOOOOOOOooooooooOOoo $12.00 

Darwin's Enigma -
Fossils and Other Problems 
Luther Sunderland 
The author, at the request of the New York State 
Board of Regents, interviewed the curators of the 
world's most famous museums of natural history. 
You will be amazed at the candid admissions of 
these evolutionists as they explain, time and again, 
the lack of support for evolution provided by the 
fossil record . 193 pgs. , paperback 00000000000000 $10.95 

In Defense of ... 
The Bible's Inspiration 
Bert Thompson 

Presents an examination of the Bible's claims for its 
own inspiration and the numerous evidences that 
establish it as the inspired Word of God, including 
the importance of divine revelation as well as the 
Scriptures' unity, historical/prophetic accuracy, and 
incredible scientific foreknowledge. 99 pgs., 
paperback ..... oo •• ooooooooo•••ooooooooooo ooooooooooooooooo•·oo· $4.95 

How Do You Know 
the Bible Is From God? 
Kyle Butt 
How do we know that God wrote the Bible? Does 
the Bible have errors in it? Where did the Bible 
come from? Answers to these types of questions 
can be found in this book for 4th-6th graders. 13 
chapters, professional artwork, charts, activity 
pages- an excellent for Bible class and 
homeschoolers. 30 pgs., hardbound 000000000000 $7.95 

Please call for shipping costs. 

Investi gat ing Christian Evidences: 
Bert Thompson and Brad Harrub 

13-chapters with discussion questions - ideal for 
college or group studies. Topics: Evidence for exist
ence of God; inspiration of the Bible; responses to 
evolutionists' arguments; problem of evil, pain, suf
fering; Sonship/deity of Christ; historicity o f Genesis 
1-11 with heavily illustrated chapter, "Walking Amidst 
the Dinosaurs." Ending 2 chapters on what a person 
must do to be saved; the uniqueness and singularity 
of Christ's church. 387 pgs. paperback 000000 $ 10.95 

Matter o f Fact: A Look at More 
Evidence for Christianity 
Kyle Butt 
Using same format as Out With Doubt, this book 
looks at more Christian evidences, such as the 
biblical concept of faith, the Bible and archaeology, 
the laws of thermodynamics, and the consequences 
of belief. Interesting, easy-to-read style, A Matter of 
Fact gives teens materials they need to build a 
strong spiritual foundation and combat evolutionary 
error. 160 pgs., paperback OOooooOOooooooooooooOOoo oooo $7.95 

Ref ut ing Evolution 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 
Creationist response to National Academy of 
Science's Teaching About Evolution and the Nature 
of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thou
sands of public school teachers, is an effort to 
saturate students with evolutionary concepts. This is 
a cogent rebuttal, examining the points in the NAS 
booklet: science and religion; natural selection; bird 
evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 
089512582, 143 pgs., paperback 0000000000000000• $9.99 

Ref ut i ng Evolut ion 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 
The author goes to bat once again in Refuting 
Evolution 2. Aimed at the PBS television series 
"Evolution," Sarfati adroitly shows the fallacies of 
evolutionary theory, offering sound creationist 
interpretation of the facts. Also updated: creationist 
"arguments" such as the "plesiosaur" reeled in by 
the Japanese fishing boat, the peppered moths, and 
much more. Priceless resource for evolution debate. 
0890513872,240 pgs., paperback 0000000000000 $12.99 

Scient ific Case f or Creation 
Bert Thompson 
Presents scientific evidence supporting the biblical 
account of creation, including discussions on the 
creation/evolution models, operation science vs. 
origin science, the fossil record, genetics , law of 
biogenesis, thermodynamics, etc. 280 pgs., 
paperback, ........... oo ••• • • ••••••• oooo oooo··· ·oo······oo····oo $5.95 

The Truth About Human Origins 
Brad Harrub and Bert Thompson 
This investigation of man's origins examines the 
fossil record, gender and sexual reproduction, 
language, the brain, mind and consciousness, skin 
color and blood types, etc. Each chapter presents 
an insurmountable obstacle for evolutionary theory, 
and discusses current scientific data that uphold the 
creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo $ 17.95 

Available f rom Firm Foundation • (888) 367-621 6 
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Directory -Georgia_ Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. • • • • • 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
-Missouri- Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. ..... 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223· 
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (~ mi. east of 1-35) 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
373-5583 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, -Virginia-

AI b 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. . h d k d h h f h - a ama- Ric mon -Hop ins Roa C urc o Crist, 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- South Carolina _ 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441

h Ave., Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
available 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-253.5. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Blue- Church of Christ, 4302 FM 696 West, 
Lexington 78947 (P.O. Box 1141, Elgin 78621. 
(512) 273-2141. churchofchristbluetexas.org 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- minister. 

4050 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south ofl-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Introduce 

your concrecation 
to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367·6216 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

A translation of the New Testament 
with invaluable supplementary ma
terial. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 8.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Cari119 & Sliarif19 
NewsCetter 

Allow other Christians to 
help you pay your medical 
bills - and you can help 
them, too. It's economical 
and very satisfying to help 
each other in a way pleas
ing to the Lord. 

For full information 
and how you can participate call: 

(800) 288-2044 

August 2005 3 7 
Firm Foundation 



Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lee· 
lures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

T his c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3~"x5'A") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

(Ofl'f'04POU&V 
CDHCU.NS 

Or 
Otl!Sli.ANS 

- :::;:-· 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Taxes residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, S1 0 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pennsylvania, is looking for a 
full-time gospel preacher to work with us. We can 
supply financial support of $500.00/week. If further 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This might be ideal for someone nearing 
retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 
supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. You will find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We are committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same@ 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail speedbull1@aol.com 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, blade/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 

~-------------------------------, 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance {236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
•1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

0-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Burgundy Genuine leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43t .. ·x7~·x 3ta• 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 

• Nolndex/ngavallable 

$4.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

include resume, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., jax, FL 32208. 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Youth and Family Minister wanted for a 
congregation of 250 with 5 elders, 16 deacons, a 
jr-Sr High youth group of about 30 and an 
organized elementary school group. Current YM 
has been on staff for 3 Y1 yrs. and is leaving for 
mission work. Please submit a cover letter stating 
the reasons for your interest in the position plus a 
resume with educational background, complete 
work history and a minimum of three references. 
Main and Oklahoma Church of Christ, Att: Elders, 
P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, Oklahoma 74502 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 17 5 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send resume (last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. Jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 7 5 160; jevan@swcc.edu - Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St .• Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 
by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 
$9.99Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1·888-367-6216 

Now available in large print 

-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-
Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367·6216 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the centra/theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 

Black bonded leather 1 0.5 pt. 
Not red letter 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 

Black calfskin leather 1 0.5 pt. 
158-134-3507 .....•.......•..... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ...............•..... $59.99 

Other styles ••• 
Classic Bible Red Letter 

(includes Bible Software on CD) 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 •.•••.••....•...••... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ......••.•••...•....• $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 

One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3876 ..............•....•. $24.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $16.99 

Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 ..............••.... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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-Panola Lectureship-
carthage Church of Christ • Carthage, Texas 

-September 25·28, 20015-

-The Last Days-

Sunday, Sept. 25 
9:30 a.m ........•••. The Last Days of 2 Timothy 3:1-5 .................................... Barry Jones 

11 :00 a.m .....•...... Heaven, and What It Will Be Like to Be There .. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
12:00 p.m ..•......... Fellowship Meal 
4:00 p.m ............ Panel Discussion 
5:00 p.m ............ Congregational Singing 
5:30 p.m ....... ~ .... What Is Hell Like? ....................................................... Lindell Mitchell 
6:30 p.m •........... Where Does the Spirit Go at Death? ............................ Foy Forehand 

Monday, Sept. 28 
7:15 p.m ....•.....•. The Christian and Death ......••..•...........•....•..... :~ .........•......• Paul Hillier 
8:00 p.m ...... ~ ..•.. The Second Coming and the Thessalonian Epistles ..••. Jackie Smart 

TaescJay, Sept. 2'1 
7:15 p.m •........... In View of the Second Coming, What Manner of Persons 

...........••...•. Ought We to Be? ......•..•..•..................•....•..................•.•...... Allen Hahn 
8:00 p.m ..•.•.....•. Before Christ Comes Let's Take the Gospel 

..•...••..•...•.•• to the Whole World ............................................................. Clay Martin 

Wednesday, Sept. 28 
7:15 p.m ..•...••..•• Premillennialism Explained and Exposed .................... Steve Wiggins 

. 8:00 p.m •..•...•.... The Parable of the Ten Virgins ................................ Buddy Bankhead 

-Mark Sloan, Director-

-carthage Church of Christ-
1309 West Panola Street • (P.O. Box 325) • Carthage, Texas 75~33 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O.Box69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
August 2005 

Address service requested. 

{903) 693·3269 
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FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2005 

Vol. 120 Houston, Texas • September 2005 No.9 

(We are grateful to the multi-talented Jack P. Lewis for giving us permission to reprint this important study 
on music in worship of God. Brother Lewis did his usual first-class job of presenting an exhaustive and lucid 
investigation of a subject that has resurfaced, and that needs, therefore, to be restudied. Thank you, brother 
Lewis. We are in your debt. Coming generations should rise up to call you blessed. The article is rather long, but 
the space is needed to do justice to the subject. This is a keeper.) 

New Testament Authority for Music in Worship 
by Jack P. Lew is 

From at least the second century all Christian 
people have considered singing to be a part of 
their worship to God. Those who sing unac

companied by musical instruments today are in a suf
ficient minority to appear strange in the eyes of the 
majority, most of whom no longer feel called upon to 
attempt to justify their practice which is sanctified by 
centuries of use. 

There are no new arguments to present on the 
music question; the ground has been thoroughly 
plowed and re-plowed without convincing most in
strumentalists. However, here as elsewhere in life 
there is always a new king arising w ho does not 
know Joseph. This fact keeps us redoing what we 
have done many times before. In my opinion we now 
have a generation who do not know the lessons of 
the past. They need to be taught the issues on the 
music question. 

The case against the use of instrumental music in 
worship remains the same. The New Testament does 
not authorize its use by either command, example, 
or necessary inference. It is completely silent about 

the practice. This fact leaves only one other alterna
tive to those who use instruments and defend their 
use- that of showing why New Testament authority 
is not needed for what they do in worship. The 
whole controversy centers around these two points 
- there are no others - either show where there is 
New Testament authority for the use of instruments 
or show why New Testament authority is not 
needed.1 

Periodically old arguments are dusted off, given a 
slight twist, and presented as a new approach. Such is 
the argument which attempts to justify the use of in
strumental music by denying that the New Testament 
authorizes congregational singing in worship. Two 
wrongs do not make a right; if singing is not autho
rized, then that fact does not make singing with instru
mental music in worship to be legitimate. The person 
who makes the argument does sing, hence, his argu
ment is condemned by his practice. The argument is 
not really new. In the last century Edgar C.S. Gibson 
argued that one could not demonstrate that the early 
church sang in worship,2 and John Ellerton connected 

1 G. C. Brewer, A Medley on the Music Question (Nashville: Gospel Advocate, 1948), p. 13. 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Water, Water Everywhere 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I s baptism in water essential to salvation? 
Strange question! 
What knowledgeable person would ques

tion the need of water-baptism to be saved? 
Well ... maybe all those who subscribe to 

salvation by faith only through grace alone 
would reject the need to be "buried" with 
Christ by water "baptism" and raised with him 
to a new life. 

Those who advocate salvation by faith only, before and with
out further works of obedience, would necessarily oppose the 
need to be baptized in water to be saved - or, for that matter, the 
need to do anything beyond simple acceptance of Jesus as Lord to 
be irrevocably rescued from eternal loss. 

Such people hold to the view that salvation comes at the point 
of faith- which they think comes by God's grace alone- and 
without the need of the sinner doing anything - anything at all. 

Just put your hand on the radio! (For those of you who are 
older than baby-boomers.) 

This may sound a little goosey to most of you, but I assure you 
there is a sufficient reason for bringing up, again, the question of 
the essentiality and necessity of baptism in water to be saved. 

Jesus said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" 
(Mark 16:16). This is a statement so plain that even a "wayfaring 
man, though a fool, need not error therein," and, "even he who 
runs may read and understand." 

The astonishing thing about questioning and/or denying the 
essentiality of water-baptism to be saved is that Jesus plainly
unquestionably - put water between the sinner and entrance into 
the kingdom- (see John 3 :5). Jesus said that one must be born of 
the water and the spirit to enter the kingdom. 

While thumbing through the internet - some folks call this 
"surfing the net" - I ran across an argument that attempted to 
prove that Mark 16:16 does not say that baptism is necessary to 
salvation. And heeeeere it is ... 

Mark 16:16 does not say that baptism is a requirement for 
salvation. Let me show you why. I could easily say that he 
who believes and goes to church will be saved. That is true. 
But it is belief that saves, not belief and going to church. 
Likewise, if you believe and read your Bible, you'll be saved. 
But it isn't reading your Bible that saves you. Rather, belief 
in Christ, in His sacrifice, is what saves. As I've stated in 



other papers on this subject, there are numerous verses that 
clearly demonstrate that justification is by faith (Rom. 5: 1; 
Eph. 2:8; Phil. 3:9; etc.). Belief in what God has done, not 
what man can do, is what results in salvation. Baptism is 
simply a public demonstration of the inner work of regenera
tion. This is why the rest of the verse says, " ... but he who 
does not to believe will be condemned." Mark 16: 16 focuses 
on the issue of belief, not baptism. 

Mark 16: 16 says, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (ASV). 

Believeth is tied to baptism by the conjunction "and." This 
binds "believeth" and "baptism" together and logically and gram
matically they may not be separated. If believing is necessary to 
salvation then baptism is also necessary, according to this verse. 

The Bible speaks of salvation in three states: (1) salvation from 
past sins, or initial salvation; (2) maintaining a present salvation; 
and (3) salvation in a future spiritual world. To be in the mansion 
Jesus has gone to prepare one must be forgiven of the sins that 
separated him from God, then live as the Bible directs, and if a 
person does these two things, his eternal salvation is assured. 

Babies are born sinless. Jehovah is the father of all spirits (Heb. 
12:9), and it is impossible for God-fearing people to imagine that 
God could father a sinful spirit. Jehovah is the giver of all spirits 
and all spirits return to the God who gave them (Eccl. 12:4). At 
death the body returns to dust and the spirit returns to the God 
who gave it. It is inconceivable that God could give anything that 
is less .than perfect. Whatever God does is very good because he is 
"light and in him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5). 

As the child grows and comes to understand the difference in 
right and wrong he does wrong and fails to do right. When a per
son violates the rule of right and wrong, it is sin. When one knows 
the difference between right and wrong, he is accountable. An ac
countable person will sin -.transgress the law of right - because 
"all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23 ). 
Sin separates from God. Jesus by his life, sacrifice, and teaching 
makes it possible for us to be reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:18). He 
tells us to believe and be baptized to be saved (Mark 16:16). 

The saved person is to live a good, clean, godly life. There are 
many things the regenerated person must do. He is to not forsake 
the assembly (Heb. 10:25); he is to be diligent in studying his 
Bible (2 Tim. 2: 15); he is to pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5: 17); 
he is to avoid " fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, 
parties, envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which 
I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who prac
tise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:19-
21); he is to cultivate "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control" (Gal. 5:22-23) ... 
the list could go on until it includes everything God tells us 
to do, and excludes everything God tells us we must not do. 
When we obey the commands of God, we maintain a present sal
vation. If we fail- we all fail, we are to confess (which includes 
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repentance) and pray Uames 5:16; Matt. 18:15-20; 
1 John 1:9-10). 

Paul realized that during his life on earth he had 
to "buffet" his "body, and bring it into bondage: lest 
by any means, after that" he had "preached to oth
ers,: he might "be rejected." When Paul stood at the 
door of death, he said: 

I am already being offered, and the time of my 
departure is come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give to me at that 
day; and not to me only, but also to all them 
that have loved his appearing (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

Looking at the total picture, it would be inane to 
say, "Yeah, sure, he that believeth and goes to church 
shall be saved, but the going to church has nothing to 

do with salvation ... the only condition for eternal 
salvation is passive faith. By the way, I remind you that 
the only time the Bible mentions faith alone in con
nection with justification it says, "Ye see that by works 
a man is justified, and not only by faith" Uames 2:24). 
Those who think justification is by grace alone 
through faith only should take another long and clear
eyed view of this passage - and its context. 

The objection (concerning faith and attending 
the worship assembly) is invalid because saving faith 
- not all faith saves . . . the demons believe and 
shudder Uames 2: 19) - requires works Uames 
2:26) . If one claims to believe, but forsakes the as
sembling of the saints on the first day of the week, he 
demonstrates the kind of faith the shuddering de
mons have, which, of course, will not save. The cov
enant of grace tells us not to forsake the assembling 
of the saints, and we cannot maintain a present salva
tion while willfully absenting ourselves for first-day
of-the-week.worship. 

One may as well say, "He that believeth and does 
not commit fornication, or get drunk, or murder, or 
lie and cheat, or envy, or be factious shall be saved," 
but then say, "It is only faith that saves, abstaining 
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from fornication, drunkenness, murder, lying, cheat
ing, envying, and dividing is incidental and not nec
essary to salvation. The quibble on "believing" and 
"going to church" would necessarily require the con
clusion that gross immorality would not cause one to 
be excluded from heaven. The Bible says, 

He that overcometh shall inherit these 
things; and I will be his God, and he shall be 
my son. But for the fearful, and unbelieving, 
and abominable, and murderers, and fornica
tors, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
their part shall be in the lake that burneth 
with fire and brimstone; which is the second 
death (Rev. 21 :7-8). 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth unto his own flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
eternal life. And let us not be weary in well
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not. So then, as we have opportunity, let 
us work that which is good toward all men, and 
especially toward them that are of the house-
hold of the faith (Gal. 6:7-10). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
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New Testament Authority for Music in Worship 
(continued on page S) 

Ephesians 5:19-20 and Colossians 3:16 "with social 
and festive gatherings rather than with worship. "3 

Our task is not to rehash all the arguments pro 
and con on the use of instrumental music. One can 
consult the debates of the last one hundred years for 
that. Some have argued that the Greek word psallein 
authorized instruments while others have abandoned 
that argument and have contended that the instru
ment was only an aid to worship, not a part of the 
worship itself. 

Instead, our present task is to look at New 'Testa
ment authority for music in worship. We do it by 
looking at music in the Old Testament, in the second 
temple, in divergent Jewish communities, in the 
synagogue, and in the New Testament, and by look
ing at how the early church, as was reflected in its 
practice, understood the New Testament. 

I. The Old Testament 

The Old Testament does not make the clear-cut dis
tinction between the religious and the secular which 
we are accustomed to in our own society. Even that 
which we are tempted to consider clearly secular 
may have religious overtones. All of life was regu
lated by the religious. 

Music, whose origin is traced in Genesis 4:21 to 
"Jubal the father of all such as handle the lyre 
(kinnor) and the pipe (eughabh)," was first men
tioned in rejoicing situations such as the mirth and 
songs with tambourine and lyre which Laban sug
gests could have been at Jacob's departure from him 
had Jacob not slipped away (Gen. 31 :27). According 
to the Psalmist, God made provision for the use of 
instruments when Israel was yet in Egypt: 

Raise a song, sound the timbrel, the sweet 
lyre with the harp. 

Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the 
full moon, on our feast day, 

For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of 
the God of jacob. 

He made it a decree in joseph, when he 
went out over the land of Egypt (Ps. 81 :2-5). 

Israel sang the song of deliverance on the shores 

of the Red Sea at the time of the Exodus (Exod. 
15: 1ff); they sang "to the Lord"; and there Miriam 
led the women with timbrel, dance, and singing 
(Exod. 15:20-21). At Sinai people were called with a 
trumpet (Exod. 19:10-16), and trumpets were used 
for signals for marching in the desert (Num. 10: 1ff). 
In the desert the people danced and sang around the 
golden calf (Exod. 32:6, 18), and at Jericho the city 
fell with processions in which the trumpet was 
blown Uosh. 6:16). 

Music was used in the bands of the prophets as 
they came down from the high place (1 Sam. 10:5) 
and later by Elisha when he asked for a minstrel be
fore giving a prophecy (2 Kings 3: 15). David played 
the lyre before Saul (1 Sam. 16:16, 23; 19:9). Later 
when David moved the ark to Jerusalem in what ap
pears to have been a fete type of occasion, "all the 
house of Israel were making merry before the Lord 
with all their might, with songs, with lyres and harps 
and tambourines and castanets and cymbals" (2 Sam. 
6:5; 1 Chron. 13:8; 15:16, 28:161-36). 

Victories in war were celebrated with music. 
Deborah and Barak sang at the victory over Jabin 
Uudg. 5: 1). Jephthah's daughter welcomed her fa
ther with timbrels and dances after his victory 
Uudges 11:34 ), and later the women welcomed Saul 
and David with music after the slaughter of Goliath 
(1 Sam. 18:6). Isaiah speaks of the Lord's stroke 
against the enemy as being "to the sound of timbrels 
and lyres" (30:32). 

These practices continued to New Testament 
times. In the Maccabean period people assembled at 
Mizpah which formerly had been a place of prayer 
and read the book of the Law and prayed (1 Mace. 
3:46, 48). Then after plundering the camp of 
Georgias the people with Judas returned and "sang 
hymns and praises to Heaven, for he is good, for his 
mercy endures forever" (1 Mace. 4:24). Following 
Judas Maccabee's victory in Gilead, the group setting 
out from there [Scythopolis], ... came to Judaea, play
ing harps and singing songs of praise (psallontes te kai 
humnountes) and observing such forms of merry-

1 Edgar C.S. Gibson, "On the Relation of Christian to jewish Worship," The Expositor 4'h ser., 2 {1890):22-35. 
J john Ellerton, "Hymns," A Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, ed. William Smith and ~amu~l Cheetham {London: !o~n Murray, 1875), 1:802. 
• josephus, Antiquities 12.7.5 (349). Quotations from josephus are from the Loeb Class&cal L1brary. Quoted by perm1ss1on. 
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making as are customary at celebrations of victory. 4 

When Simon had accomplished the surrender of 
Gemara, he cleansed the houses where the idols were 
and entered the city with hymns and praise (humnon 
kai eulogon; 1 Mace. 13:47). 

Much earlier than the Maccabean period, David, 
when king, gathered about him "singing men and 
singing women" whom Barzillai said he would not 
be able to hear if he came to court (2 Sam. 19:35). 
The trumpet and playing on pipes were used at 
Solomon's coronation (1 Kings 1:40; cf. Ps. 45:8), 
and kings had their court musicians (Eccl .. 2:8). The 
coronation of joash was carried out with "rejoicing 
and blowing of trumpets" (2 Kings 11: 14; 2 Chron. 
23:13). Included in the tribute which Sennacherib 
listed as having been received from Hezekiah were 
"male and female musicians."5 In Josiah's reforma
tion, the Levites "who were skillful with instruments 
of music were over the burden bearers" (2 Chron. 
34:12-13). 

Music was used in Israel on rejoicing occasions 
(1 Mace. 3:45) such as bridal processions (Rev. 
18:22). The girls at Shiloh danced in the vineyards at 
a yearly feast ijudg. 21:19-21). The harp and singing 
were a part of the equipment of the harlot (lsa. 
23:15-16). Music was used for family feasts ijer. 
25:10; see also Luke 15:25). Isaiah speaks of those 
who run after strong drink having "lyre and harp, 
timbrel and flute and wine at their feasts" (5:12). job 
describes the wicked as being those who "sing to the 
tambourine and lyre, and rejoice to the sound of the 
pipe" (21:12). Ezekiel was compared to one who 
sings love songs with a beautiful voice and plays well 
on an instrument (Ezek. 33:32). 

Music also had its part on sad occasions. Job de
scribed his misfortune in musical symbolism: "My 
lyre is turned to mourning, and my pipe to the voice 
of those who weep" (30:31). Music was a part of 
taunts (Lam. 3:63) as well as a part of funerals and 
other laments (2 Chron. 35:25; jer. 48:36). Josephus 
described public reaction to the rumor of his death: 

While some mourned for a host, others for a 
relative, some for a friend, others for a 
brother, all alike wept for josephus. Thus for 
thirty days the lamentations never ceased in 

the city, and many of the mourners· hired 
flute-players to accompany their funeral 
dirges.6 

The woe of Amos (6:5) on those who invent in
struments of music like David had nothing to do 
with worship but was a denunciation of high living 
in which people eat the finest foods and anoint 
themselves with the finest oils but are not concerned 
about the desolation of the land. Daniel tells of the 
orchestra of the Babylonian king (3 :5, 7, 10, 15). 
More than twenty sorts of instruments have been 
identified in the Old Testament.7 Ecclesiasticus says, 
"The flute and the harp make pleasant melody, but a 
pleasant voice is better than both" (Sir. 40:21). 

Music was also used for religious festivals. Amos 
denounces the music of northern shrines along with 
their sacrifices: "Take away from me the noise of 
your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not lis
ten. But let justice roll down like waters, and righ
teousness like an everflowing stream" (5:23-24). 

Though most institutions of the Old Testament 
are attributed to Moses, the arrangements for the 
temple music were made by David. The writer of the 
Chronicles who had a special interest in temple mu
sic arrangements told how David commanded the 
chiefs of the Levites to appoint their brethren as the 
singers who should play loudly on musical instru
ments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise 
sounds of joy (1 Chron. 15: 16). David appointed the 
Levites as ministers before the ark of the Lord 'to in
voke, to thank and to praise the Lord." Zechariah 
and others were to play harps and lyres, Asaph was 
to sound the cymbals, and Benaiah and Jahaziel the 
priests were to blow trumpets continually (1 Chron. 
16:4-6). David arranged the Levites in the divisions 
of Gershom, Kohath, and Merari; four thousand of 
them were to offer praises to the Lord with instru
ments which David had made for praise (1 Chron. 
23:5). "Heman andjeduthun had trumpets and cym
bals for the music and instruments for sacred song" 
(1 Chron. 16:42). Certain of the sons of Asaph, 
Heman, and Jeduthun were set apart to prophesy 
with lyres, harps, and cymbals. The number trained 
in singing to the Lord was 288 (1 Chron. 25:1-8). A 
later writer said of David: 

5 James B. Pritchard, ed., Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament, 3rd ed. (Princeton: University Press, 1969) p 288 
'Josephus, War 3.9.5 (437). ' • • 
7 Alfred Sendrey, Music in Ancient Israel (New York: Philosophical Library, 1989), pp. 262ff 
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He sang praise with all his heart, and he 
loved his Maker. 

He placed singers before the altar, to make 
sweet melody with their voices. 

He gave beauty to the feasts, and arranged 
their times throughout the year, while they 
praised God's holy name, 

and the sanctuary resounded from early 
morning (Sir. 47:8-10). 

While nothing is said about the music in 
Solomon's dedication of the temple in the book of 
Kings, a part of Solomon's trade furnished almug 
wood for lyres and harps for singers (Kings 10:12). 
The Chronicles' account of the temple dedication 
does cover music arrangements: 

•.• the Levitical singers ..• with cymbals, harps, 
and lyres, stood east of the altar with a hun
dred and twenty priests who were trumpeters; 
and it was the duty of the trumpeters and 
singers to make themselves heard in unison in 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord), and 
when the song was raised, with trumpets and 
cymbals and other musical instruments ... the 
house, the house of the Lord was filled with a 
cloud ... " (2 Chron. 5:12-13; 7:6). 

The trumpets here described were no mere "aid 
to worship" for the singers! 

The Levites are featured in Hezekiah's reforms: 
And he stationed the Levites in the house of 
the Lord with cymbals, harps, and lyres ac
cording to the commandment of David and of 
Gad the king's seer and of Nathan the prophet; 
for the commandment was from the Lord 
through his prophets. The Levites stood with 
the instruments of David, and the priests with 
the trumpets (2 Chron. 29:25-26). 

Mter the sacrifice, "the king and princes com
manded the Levites to sing praises to the Lord with 
the words of David and of Asaph the seer. And they 
sang praises with gladness, and they bowed down 
and worshiped" (2 Chron. 29:30). Hezekiah said, 
"We will sing to stringed instruments all the days of 
our life at the house of the Lord" (Isa. 38:20). 

The Psalms are replete with allusions to praising 
God with instruments: 

Praise the Lord with lyre, make melody to 
him with the harp of ten strings! Sing to him a 
new song, play skillfully on the strings, with 
loud shouts (Ps. 33:2-3). 

Then will I go to the altar of God, to God 
my exceeding joy; and I will praise thee with 
Lyre, 0 God, my God (Ps. 43:4). 

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him 
with lute and harp! Praise him with timbrel 
and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 

Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him 
with loud clashing cymbals! Let everything 
that breathes praise and Lord! (Ps. 150:3-6). 

The festivals were musical occasions. Isaiah de
scribes: "You shall have a song as in the night when a 
holy feast is kept: and gladness of heart, as when one 
sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the moun
tain of the Lord, the Rock of Israel" (30:29). Such a 
festival seems to be described in Psalm 68: "Thy sol
emn processions are seen, 0 God, the processions of 
my God into the sanctuary - the singers in front, 
the minstrels last, between them maidens playing 
timbrels" (24-25). The absence of music from vari
ous occasions was a sign of desolation of the land 
(Eccl. 12:4; Isa. 24:8; Lam. 5: 14; see also Ezek . 
26:13). The trumpet made of a ram's horn was 
blown both for signaling in war and in worship (1 
Chron. 15:28; 2 Chron. 15:14; Ps. 98:6). 

There can be no question that various Psalms 
were used in Israel's worship. In Psalm 87:7 one 
finds the whole orchestra alluded to: "Singers and 
dancers alike say, ~ll my springs are in you.'" The 
Babylonian exiles found themselves unable to sing 
"songs of Zion" in a foreign land and hung their 
lyres "on the willows there" (Ps. 137:1-3). The 
Psalms have many calls to worship: "Sing to the Lord 
with thanksgiving; make melody to our God upon 
the lyre" (Ps. 147:7). "Let them praise his name with 
dancing, making melody to him with timbrel and 
lyre" (Ps. 149:3). Beyond these calls within the 
Psalms, there are many allusions to instruments in 
the headings of the Psalms. 

From this survey of music in worship in the Old 
Testament, two points should stand out. First, instru
mental music in worship was not an innovation mo
tivated by human will, it was not a mere expedient, 
nor was it left to man's discretion to use or not use. 
It was used by divine authority. Though introduced 
into the temple worship by David, "The command
ment was from the Lord through his prophets" (2 
Chron. 29:25). The Psalms say: 

Raise a song, sound the timbrel, the sweet 
lyre with the harp. Blow the trumpet at the 
new moon, at the full moon, on our feast day. 
For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of 
the God of jacob (Ps. 81:2-3). 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing 
praises to thy name, 0 Most High; to declare 
thy steadfast love in the morning, and thy faith
fulness by night, to the music of the lute and the 
harp, to the melody of the lyre (Ps. 92:1-3). 

The second thing to notice is that instrumental 
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music in the Old Testament was worship; it was not 
just an aid to worship. First Chronicles speaks of 
David's arrangements of the Levites who "shall offer 
praises to the Lord with instruments which I have 
made for praise" (1 Chron. 23:6). The person who 
wishes to argue for instrumental music as a mere aid 
to worship in contrast to its being worship is arguing 
for a purpose different from the use of the instru
ment in the Old Testament. 

11. The Second Temple 

At the return from Babylonian captivity when the 
foundations of the temple were laid, priests "came 
forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of 
Asaph, with cymbals to praise the Lord, according to 
the directions of David, king of Israel" (Ezra 3:10). 
Later, at Nehemiah's dedication of the repaired wall 
of Jerusalem, certain of the priests' sons had trum
pets, and some Levites had "the musical instruments 
of David the man of God" (Neh. 12:35-36). Much 
later in the Maccabean period when the altar was re
dedicated after its desecration by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, "it was with songs and harps and lutes 
and cymbals" (1 Mace. 4:54). 

Neither the Old nor New Testament furnishes a 
detailed picture of activities of the second 
(Zerubbabel's and Herod's) temple. However, Jew
ish sources describe the worship in materials pre
served in the Mishna which, though not written 
down until about A.D. 200, may preserve traditions 
that go back to eyewitnesses. Worship in the temple 
was carried on by the priests and Levites, not by the 
congregation. Christians need to be careful that they 
do not project upon the temple their own concept of 
congregational worship. At its center, temple wor
ship was not a congregational assembly; neverthe
less, by custom people did gather in the courts at the 
time of sacrifice. The Levites did the singing. 

Officers of the temple had various duties. Ben 
Azra was over the cymbals, and Hygros Ben Levi was 
over the singing (M. Shekelim 5:1). When the high 
priest was inclined to burn the offering (which he did 
not do every day), Ben Azra clashed the cymbal fol
lowing the pouring of the drink offering, and the 
Levites broke into singing. When they reached a 
break in the singing they blew upon the trumpets and 
the people prostrated themselves. At every break 

there was a blowing of the trumpet, and at every 
blowing of a trumpet a prostration (M. Tamid 7:3 ). 
Israeli excavations at the south wall of the temple 
found a fallen stone which had upon it in Hebrew 
"lb the place of trumpeting. "8 It is conjectured to 
have marked the place where the priest blew signals.9 

The Levites sang at the daily offering on the first 
day of the week words from Psalm 24, on the second 
from Psalm 48, on the third from Psalm 82, on the 
fourth from Psalm 94, on the fifth from Psalm 81, on 
the sixth from Psalm 93, and on the Sabbath from 
Psalm 92 (M. Tamid 7:4). Hygros Ben Levi is said to 
have had a special art in singing, but he would not 
teach it to any other (M. Yoma 3:11). 

Never less than twenty-one blasts on the trumpet 
were blown and never more than forty-eight in one 
day. They never played less than two harps nor more 
than six; never less than two flutes nor more than 
twelve. On twelve days of the year the flute was· 
played before the altar. A reed pipe rather than one 
of bronze was played because its music was sweeter, 
and they closed with the playing of one pipe (M. 
Arakhin 2:3 ). On the Sabbath and on the two festival 
days of the New Year, the trumpets were never less 
than two and no upper limit was set. 

None that was not of age could enter the Temple 
court to take part in the [Temple] service save only 
when the Levites stood up to sing; and they [the chil
dren] did not join in the singing with harp and lyre, 
but with the mouth alone to add spice to the music 
(M. Arakhin 2:6). 

Jesus and his disciples repeatedly visited the 
temple courts and would have known the worship 
which went on there. The early Christians attended 
the temple day by day (Acts 2:46), and Peter and 
John went there at the hour of prayer (Acts 3:1). 
Paul was in its courts when the riot against him be
gan (Acts 21:30). However, the temple and all its 
splendor was destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70. 
Its magnificent worship came to a screeching halt 
never to be resumed. Its music became silent forever. 

Ill. Divergent Communities 

Meanwhile, divergent Jewish communities had their 
own music for various purposes. The Jews of Alex
andria spent the night after the arrest of their enemy 
Flaccus singing hymns and songs of triumph.10 

1 Berjamin Mazar, The Mountain of the Lord (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1975), p. 138. 
'Cf Josephus, War 4.9.12 (582). 
10 Philo, In Flaccum 14 (121-2). 
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Philo of Alexandria, in describing the worship of 
the Therapeutae, told of the president rising and 
singing a hymn composed in honor of the Deity, ei
ther a new one of his own composition or an old one 
by poets of an earlier age. After him, the others also 
sang in their places and proper order while all the 
rest listened in deep silence, except when they 
needed to chant the choral refrains, for then they all 
sang out, men and women alike. After the sacred 
meal, they held the sacred vigil in. which they formed 
two choirs, one of men and one of women. They 
sang hymns to God composed in many meters and 
melodies, at one moment chanting together, then 
moving their hands and feet in concordant harmony; 
and full of inspiration they sometimes chanted pro
cessional odes or the lyrics of a chorus in standing 
position or as they executed the strophe and 
antistrophe of the choral dance. Then they formed 
one choir and sang hymns as Israel did at the Red 
Sea.11 

Philo himself displayed a contempt for any musi
cal instrument. He regarded spiritual worship to be 
more exalted than sensuous or ceremonial.12 He em
phasized the value of spiritual hymns (humnoi) and 
praises (eudaimonismoi) 13 even when they were not 
pronounced "by tongue or mouth. " 14 

The Qumran Community, which shied away 
from the Jerusalem temple, had both vocal and in
strumental music as a part of the religious life of the 
community. In the War Rule, the blowing of trumpets 
is frequently mentioned. 15 The Community Rule 
says: 

I will sing with knowledge and all my music 
shall be for the glory of God. 

[My] lyre [and] my harp shall sound for His 
holy order 

and I will tune the pipe of my lips to His 
right measure.16 

11 Philo, De Vita Contemplative 10, 11 (80-86). 

Another passage says: 
I will open my mouth in songs of thanksgiving 
and my tongue shall always proclaim the 
goodness of God and the sin of men until 
their transgression ends. "17 

Though the Temple Scroll deals with the temple 
and its sacrifices, like the Pentateuch, it does not deal 
with music in worship. The Thanksgiving Psalm 
scroll not only is a collection of songs but also men
tions music: 

Thou hast put in my mouth the power to 
praise, 

and psalmody on my tongue, 

and hast given me lips unmarred 

and readiness of song 

that I may sing of Thy lovingkindness 

and rehearse thy might all the day 

and continually bless Thy name. 18 

The Sibylline Oracles, in a section likely Jewish, 
dating perhaps A.D. 175-185, describes the equality 
of all in eschatological times: 

They do not pour blood on altars in liba
tions of sacrifices. 

No drum sounds, no cymbal. 

No flute of many holes, which has a sound 
that damages the heart, 

no pipe, which bears the imitation of the 
crooked serpent, 

no savage-sounding trumpet, herald of 
wars, 

none who are drunk in lawless revels or 
dances, 

no sound of the lyre, no evil-working de
vice.19 

Eric Werner conjectured that the opposition to 
instruments thus expressed was due to the fact that 
the mentioned instruments were used in the worship 
of Kybele. 20 

11 Philo, De Specialibus Legibus 2.32 (193);1.5 (28); De Plantatione 30 (126). 
u Philo, De Vita Mosis 2.239. This pair of words was used repeatedly by Philo: De Somniis 1.35; De Agriculture 80; Quis Re-rum Divinarum Heres 
110; De Specialibus Legibus 1:224; 2:199. References to Philo are from The Loeb Classical Library. 
14 Philo, De Specialibus Legibus 1.50 (272). 
u Geza Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1965), pp.126-27, 133-35~ 144-46. 
""The Community Rule" 10:9-10, translated by Vermes in The Dead Sea Scrolls, P· 89. Quoted by permission. 
17 Ibid., p. 91. 
II "Thanksgiving Song" 11:3, translated by Theodor H. Gaster in The Dead Sea Scriptures, 3rd ed. (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1976), P· 186. 
Quoted by permission. 
1' "Sibylline Oracles," translated by j.j. Collins in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, ed. j.H. Charlesworth (Garden City, N.Y: Doubleday, 1983), 

1:420. 
1o Eric Werner, "Hellenism and judaism in Christian Music," Hebrew Union College Annual20 (1947):415-17. 
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IV. The Music of the Synagogue 
The New Testament alludes neither to congregational 
music of any sort nor to congregational prayer in the 
synagogue. Matthew 6:5 ("praying in the synagogues 
and street corners") refers to private prayer said in a 
public place. Neither is there reference in the Mishna 
to synagogue music. The synagogue gatherings were 
for reading and teaching by means of an exposition or 
sermon (Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 13:54; Mark 1:21; 6:2; 
Luke 4:15, 31-33; 6:6;13:10; John 6:59). The read
ing and sermon are described in Luke 4:16-21 and 
Acts 13:14-16. In Capernaum, after the reading of 
Isaiah, Jesus gave an exposition; in Antioch of Pisidia, 
after the reading of the law and the prophets, Paul 
gave an admonition, alluding to events narrated in 
Deuteronomy 1:31 and Jeremiah 30:9. The prophets 
were read every Sabbath (Acts 13 :27) as the Law had 
been from of old time (Acts 15:21). In the city of Berea 
the synagogue was won over to be Christian (Acts 
17:10-11). 

In Jewish tradition, Moses was responsible for 
the synagogue. Josephus commented: 

He appointed the Law to be the most excel
lent and necessary form of instruction, or
daining, not that it should be heard once for 
all or twice or on several occasions, but that 
every week men should desert their other oc
cupations and assemble to listen to the Law 
and to obtain a thorough and accurate knowl
edge of it, a practice which all other legisla
tors seem to have neglected. 21 

Philo remarked: 
And will you sit in your conventicles and as
semble your regular company and read in se
curity your holy books, expounding any ob
scure point and in leisurely comfort discussing 
at length your ancestral philosophy?22 

When one attempts to form a picture of the mu
sic practices of the earliest synagogue, he is hard
pressed to distinguish between what was done in the 
earliest period and that which later came to be prac-

11 josephus, Against Apion 2:17 (175); of. Antiquities 16.2.3 (43). 
11 Philo, De Somniis 2.18 (127) 

ticed. 23 The source of information is tP,e Talmud 
which was only written in the fourth century, leaving 
the question of how much of what it tells is reliable 
and how much is a projecting back on an earlier pe
riod current with fourth-century practices. Dogmatic 
statements about vocal music being in the first-cen
tury synagogue ignore this question. 

On one point there seems to be a consensus: what
ever music there was (if there was any) was vocal only 
with no instruments. A Jewish authority said: 

Likewise, early synagogue song intentionally 
forgoes artistic perfection, renounces the 
playing of instruments, and attaches itself en
tirely "to the word" - the text of the Bible. 24 

C. Kraeling and L. Mowry said: 
Both at home and abroad, the music of the 
early Synagogue was exclusively vocal, 
whether because of opposition to pagan cus
tom or as a sign of mourning for the destruc
tion of the Temple. 25 

Sigmund Mowinkel affirmed: 
The synagogue service was in ancient times al
ways songless. It is quite another matter that 
in the course of time portions of psalms came 
to be used as lessons and prayers at the service 
of the synagogue. 26 

V. Pagan Worship 
That pagan worship in the New Testament period 
made use of all sorts of musical instruments is so 
widely known that it hardly needs documentation. Its 
choirs were made up of virgins, boys, and chorus
masters. The question has been thoroughly covered 
by Johannes Quasten27 and Gerhard Delling.28 

VI. The New Testament 
The previous survey has not been made to imply that 
its findings are in any sense normative for determin
ing the teachings of the New Testament. It does show 
that the use of instrumental music in worship was 
abundantly known in the biblical world whether one 

u Alfred Sendrey, Music in Ancient Israel (New York: Philosophical Library, 1969) p. 181 
14 Hanoch Avenary, "Musi~., Encyclopaedia }udaica, ed. Cecil Roth et al. Oerusalem: Keter Publishing House, 1972), 12:566. 
15 Carl H. Kraeling and Lucetta Mowry, "Music in the Bible, .. New Oxford History of Music. ed. Epon Wellesz (London: Oxford University Press. 
1957), 1:302. 
16 Sigmund Mowinkel, The Psalms in Israel's Worship. trans. D.R. Thomas (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962), 1:4. 
17 Johannes Quasten, Music and Worship in Pagan and Christian Antiquity. trans. Boniface Ramsey (Washington: National Association of Pastoral Mu
sicians, 1983), p.243 
11 Gerhard Dellirg, "Humnos,., Theological Dictionary to the New Testament, ed. Gerhard Friedrich, trans. and ad. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans,1972), 8:489-93. 
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look in the pagan world or the Jewish world. Those 
making a case for the church's having borrowed its 
practice from the synagogue usually draw from 
sources long after the New Testament was com
pleted. By the fourth century there was likely an in
fluence of the church on the synagogue and the syna
gogue on the church, but that influence was too late 
to be of relevance to our quest. In the light of the 
widespread use of instrumental music in Judaism 
prior to the fall of Jerusalem, the silence of the New 
Testament on its use in New Testament worship is 
the more deafening. 

Music in the New Testament (as in the Old Testa
ment) was used for funerals, pleasure, and worship. 
The use of instruments, alluded to forty-four times, 
is mentioned in connection with funerals and plea
sure but, except in the Apocalypse, not with worship. 
At the house of the ruler whose daughter had died, 
Jesus found the flute players (au/etas) and the crowd 
making a tumult (Matt. 9:23 ). According to custom, 
at the death of a wife even the poorest in Israel were 
to hire not less than two flutes and one wailing 
woman.29 

Music for more joyous occasions is demonstrated 
at the celebration over the return of the prodigal. 
The older brother, when coming near the house, 
heard music (sumphonias) and dancing (Luke 
15 :25). The Gospel of the Hebrews blames one man 
in the parable of the talents not for burying his talent 
but for spending it on "harlots and flute-girls:30 

In a gospel comparison the children in the mar
ketplace complained, "We piped (aulesamen) to you, 
and you did not dance" (Matt. 11:17; Luke 7:32). 
Paul alluded to the sound of the lifeless instruments, 
the flute or harp (1 Cor 14:7), and to the noise of the 
gong or cymbal (1 Cor. 13:1). The dead are to rise at 
the last trumpet, or at the trumpet of God (1 Cor. 
15:62; 1 Thess. 4:16). 

There are also allusions to heavenly music in the 
New Testament. Angels praised God at Jesus' birth 
(Luke 2:14). In the book of Revelation, the trumpet 
was the means of signaling, and John compared the 
voice he heard to a trumpet (1:10; 4:1). There were 
also the seven angels with seven trumpets (8:6) who 
successively blew (8:7; 9:14; 11:15). 

There are other musical scenes in that book. In 
John's vision, the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, "each holding a harp, with seven 

29 M. Ketuboth 4:4; josephus War 3.9.5 (437). 

bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints" (5 :8). John heard a voice from heaven which 
he compared to the sound of many waters, to loud 
thunder, and the "sound of harpers playing on their 
harps, and they sing a new song before the throne, 
before the four living creatures and before the el
ders" (14:2-3). Yet later there were those who had 
conquered the beast and its image and the number of 
its name, "standing before the sea of glass with harps 
of God in their hands. And they sing the song of 
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb" (15 :2-3). The cessation of music was the 
death of a city. Of Babylon it was said, "And the 
sound of harpers and minstrels, of flute players and 
trumpeters, shall be heard in thee no more" (18:22). 

Since these scenes were enacted in heaven, they 
have nothing to say about what goes on in the 
church. If they authorize the use of instrumental mu
sic in worship, they also authorize the use of incense, 
for it is mentioned in the book of Revelation also. 

When one turns to worshipful music, a starting 
place is the account of Jesus' observance of the Pass
over. In the afternoon preparation for the Passover 
meal, while the temple was standing, the people 
came to the temple court in three successive groups. 
On the shophar (ram's horn), a sustained, a quaver
ing, and again a sustained blast were blown. As the 
animals were slaughtered by the successive groups, 
the Levites sang the Hallel (Pas. 113-18) and re
peated them if necessary until all had come into the 
temple courts (M. Pesachim 5 :6-7). 

The Passover was neither a temple nor a syna
gogue observance but was a home one in which the 
father of the family usually led the ceremonies. The 
meal included the benedictions, the four cups of 
wine, and the recitation of Deuteronomy 26:5 and 
following. Between the second and third cups of 
wine the first portion of the Hallel Psalms was re
cited. Over the third cup a benediction for the meal 
was said. Over the fourth cup of wine, the Hallel was 
completed, and after it a benediction over song was 
made. All was completed before midnight (M. 
Pesachim 10:9). Jesus and his disciples sang such a 
hymn (kai humnesantes) at the close of their meal 
{Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26). 

Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns 
(hum noun) to God in the jail at Philippi at midnight 
and the prisoners were listening to them (Acts 

30 M.R. james, trans., The Apocryphal New Testament (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1924), p. 3. 
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16:25). We have no way of knowing either the words 
or the tunes they used. This passage, together with 
James 5:13 which suggests that one suffering should 
pray and that "Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise 
(psalleto ), " makes clear that praise is not limited to 
public assemblies. 

I Corinthians 14:15, 26 

Paul, in discussing what was being done in the assem
bly in Corinth, said, "I will sing (psallo) with the 
spirit and with the mind also" (1 Cor. 14: 15). Other 
passages which speak of doing things with or in spirit 
may explain this verse. Paul served "with my spirit" 
(en to pneumati mou, Rom. 1 :9), and God seeks men 
to worship in spirit (en pneumati, John 4:24). 

In the assembly in Corinth the people taught; no
tice the phrase "in order to instruct others" (1 Cor. 
14: 19). They prayed. Paul said, "I will pray with the 
spirit and I will pray with the mind also" (1 Cor. 
14:15); they observed the Lords Supper. The text 
says: "when you come together"; "when you assemble 
as a church"; "when you meet together"; and "when 
you come together to eat" (1 Cor. 11:17-18,20, 33). 
These people also sang, for Paul said, "When you 
come together (hotan sunerchesthe), each one has a 
hymn (psalmon)" ... (1 Cor. 14:26). 

If Paul was talking only about individual singing 
rather than group singing, he was talking neverthe
less about singing in the congregational assembly. 
The Gordian knot of the use of instrumental music 
in worship has not been affected. Since the passage 
makes clear that individual singing was done, it only 
focuses the question on whether instrumental music 
is authorized to accompany individual singing in the 
congregation. The basic issue is not changed at all. 

Ephesians 5: 19·20 

Ephesians 5:19-20 is in a context where the differ
ence between being drunken with wine and being 
filled with the Spirit is contrasted. Drunkenness is 
debauchery (asotia; cf. Luke 15:13; Titus 1:6; 1 Pet. 
4:4). The apostles on Pentecost, though filled with 
the Spirit (Acts 2:4), were accused of being drunken 
on new wine (Acts 2: 13-15). Some Corinthians were 
drunken when they came to the Lord's Supper 
(1 Cor. 11:21). Being filled with the Spirit mani
fested itself in the Ephesian passage in "addressing 
one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody to the Lord with all 
your heart." 

In this passage one has a series of five masculine 

12 ~~eF!':!d!3~! 

plural participles ("speaking,." "singing," "making 
melody," "giving thanks," and "submitting your
selves") all of which have imperative force agreeing 
with the verb "be filled" (plerousthe; cf. Eph. 3:19; 
Phil. 4:18; Col. 2:10) which is itself imperative. This 
sort of Greek structure can be seen in Matthew 
28:19-20 where the imperative "make disciples" 
(matheteusate) is followed by participles "baptizing" 
(baptizontes) and "teaching" (didaskontes). The. ac
tions designated by such a construction are not op
tional. Whether "Spirit" (en pneumati, v. 18) is actu
ally the Holy Spirit, as is interpreted by some English 
translations by the capitalization, cannot conclusively 
be determined (cf. Eph. 2:22; 3:5; 6:18). 

The first of the participial imperatives is lalountes 
heautois (Vul.: loquentes vobismet ipsis; ASV: "speak
ing one to another"). To fulfill this command there has 
to be mutual communication between at least two 
people. I know of no way in which one can distinguish 
in Greek between a command (the plural imperative) 
addressed to two individuals and that addressed to a 
group (or community) of more than two when a sub
ject is not specified. The problem may be compared to 
an English command, "You do that." From the com
mand alone one cannot determine the inclusiveness of 
"you." While one might argue that the imperative "be 
not drunken with wine (me methuskesthe oino) ••• but 
be filled with the Spirit (alia plerousthe en pneumatt1" 
could be distributively addressed to a group of indi
viduals to be individually obeyed by them, how is one 
to distinguish between a Greek plural imperative 
aimed at individuals and one aimed at group activity 
merely on the form of the imperative used? The 
Ephesian letter is addressed "to the saints [in Ephesus] 
who are also faithful in Christ Jesus." I see no reason 
why the imperatives of Ephesians 5:19 should be less 
inclusive. 

Could this command be discharged outside a 
worship assembly, or is it solely confined to congre
gational worship? Because of the "one to another" 
(heautois), one person alone cannot discharge it. The 
solo addressed to another person could discharge the 
duty for the singer, but not for the hearer; he must 
also sing to the one who sang to him. While I do not 
see how anyone knows the minimum above two 
which is required to have a congregational situation, 
it seems to me that two people singing together to 
each other could do what Paul was speaking of; but 
it could also be done by people of a congregation 
singing to each other. Furthermore, an antiphonal 
situation also could do it. 



While the English translations up to and includ
ing the King James Version render heautois as "to 
yourselves," the American Standard Version and all 
following translations (including the New King 
James Version) have chosen "to one another" or its 
equivalent. Verse 21 uses allelois for "each other." 

Students are agreed that a clear-cut distinction 
between psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is hard 
to maintain. Psalms (psalmoi) are usually thought to 
be the Old Testament Psalms. The verb (psallein) oc
curs in four New Testament passages (Rom. 15:9; 1 
Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; James 5:13). The noun 
psalmos occurs in four passages (Luke 20:42; 24:44; 
Acts 1:20; 13:33) for the book of Psalms and in 
three passages (1 Cor. 14:26; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) 
for what is sung. Some see hymns (humnoi) as com
positions which praise Christ or God. Pliny (Ep. 
10:97) described Christians as singing a hymn to 
Christ as God. The verb form of this word humnoi 
occurs in four New Testament passages (Matt. 
26:30; Mark 14:26; Heb. 2:12; see Acts 16:25) and 
the noun in two (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). Spiritual 
songs (odai pneumatikai) distinguish themselves 
from secular songs and are songs of Christian aspira
tion. Ode is used twice in the New Testament for 
Christian singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) and three 
times in the book of Revelation (5:9; 14:3; 15:3) for 
heavenly singing. 

Singing (aidontes) is that which is done with the 
voice. It is here joined by kai ("and") with psallontes 
"making melody." If we look at the use of psallein in 
the Septuagint, we observe that the instrument is 
specified in numerous cases by a dative phrase (Pss. 
33(32)2; 71(70)22; 98(97):5; 144(143)9). David 
played (psallein) the harp with his hand (en te cheiri 
autou, 1 Sam. 16:23). In the light of that usage, one 
may argue that here in Ephesians the dative phrase te 
kardia humon (in your heart) is also instrumental. 
The singing and making melody is to be done with 
the heart. The phrase may be compared with another 
dative phrase. "I will sing with the spirit" (patio to 
pneumati, 1 Cor. 14:15). 

This singing is to be offered to God, not to man. 
The two following participles used imperatively 
command "thanksgiving" always and for all things 
and also demand that which modern men are so 

reluctant to yield - submission (hupotassomenoi) to 
one another in the fear of Christ. 

Colossians 3:16 

J .B. Lightfoot pointed out a hundred years ago that 
in Colossians 3: 16 we have a sentence in which the 
Greek participles didaskontes ("teaching") and 
nouthetountes ("admonishing") have an imperative 
force since they follow the imperative verb enoikeito 
("let dwell").31 These two verbs nouthetountes and 
didaskontes also occur together in Colossians 1 :28, 
as well as in secular writings, and express comple
mentary aspects of the preacher's task. Such a parti
ciple structure is not unusual in hortatory passages. 
Blass, Debrunner, and Funk point out that "Paul is 
fond of continuing a construction begun with a finite 
verb by means of co-ordinated participles, sometimes 
in a long series. "32 He uses it in an imperative sense. 

"The word of Christ" (found only here, but cf. 
"word of the Lord"; 1 Thess. 1:8; 4:15) may use ei
ther a subjective or an objective genitive. The type 
cannot be determined on grammatical grounds, but 
the phrase is usually considered by commentators to 
be subjective and to be equal to the gospel, the teach
ing of Christ. The adverb plousios ("richly") also oc
curs for the way God supplies all things to enjoy (1 
Tim. 6: 17), for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Ti
tus 3:6), and for the entrance into the eternal king
dom (2'Pet. 1:11). 

En humin ("in you") could be either within the 
individual Christian or "within the group" but in 
Pauline usage is more likely "in the group" (see 1 Cor. 
2:2; 3:3, 18; 5: 1; 6:5; 11 :18f, 30; 14:25; 15 :12).33 En 
humin is used for the group in 1 Corinthians 1:11 
when describing quarrels in the Corinthian church 
and after the text using "in church" (1 Cor. 14:19) and 
"the whole church assembly" (v. 23). The same pas
sage talks of "God among you." The issue cannot be 
settled on grammatical grounds; but if "in you" means 
the congregation, then the instructions of Colossians 
are to the group. The letter was written to the church 
in Colossae (Col. 1:2) and was to be read in Colossae 
and exchanged with Laodicea (Col. 4: 16). 

The phrase en pose sophia ("in all wisdom") also 
occurs in Colossians 1:9, 28 and Ephesians 1:~ (RSV, 
v. 9), and sophia ("wisdom") is in Colossians 2:3, 23. 

31 j.B. Lightfoot, Saint Paul's Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon, rev. ed. (London: Macmillan and Company, 1879), p. 224. 
n Friedrich W. Blass and Alben Debrunner, A Greek Grammar of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, trans. and ed. Roben W. 
Funk (Chicago: University Press, 1961), no. 468 (1, 2). 
33 Delling, "Humnos" TDNT 8:498, n. 63. 
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The English versions differ over whether to take "in 
all wisdom" with what precedes (KJY, RV, NKJV) or 
with what follows (ASV, REV, NASV, Niv, NEB, 
NAB, TM). The teaching and admonition should be 
given wisely. One must act with wisdom toward 
those outside the movement (Col. 4:5). 

Heautous ("one another") suggests an interac
tion of the Christians as Ephesians 5:19 does. Paul 
was persuaded that Christians are able to admonish 
(nouthetein) one another (allelous, Rom. 15:14). 
Rather than heautous meaning "yourselves," the 
charizomenoi heautous ("forgiving each other") of 
verse 13 makes clear an interaction. Paul was cer
tainly not admonishing the Colossians to forgive 
themselves. Also Ephesians 4:32 and l Peter 4:8-40 
show heautois and allelous alternating. 34 · 

There is also a difference in punctuation in the 
English versions. One group (KJV, ASV, NASV, 
NKJV) takes the whole as one statement. The 
Colossians were to "teach and admonish one another 
in psalms, hymns, and spiritual ·songs." The other 
group (RSV, NEB, NIV, TEV, NAB) makes two ac
tions. The first is as you admonish one another in all 
wisdom," and the second is "as you sing psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your 
heart to God." This last punctuation is in the twenty
sixth edition of the Nestle Greek text but is not in 
that of the third edition of the Bible Societies' text. I 
know of no objective way to solve conclusively an in
terpretation issue of this sort. 

En chariti ("with thankfulness"; cf. 1 Corinthians 
10:30; KJY, "grace") is parallel in this passage to "in 
all wisdom." Compare 2 Corinthians 1:12, "not by 
earthly wisdom but by the grace of God." The prob
lem is that "grace" is elsewhere something God 
gives; whereas, here it is something man does. 

Blass, Debrunner, and Funk describe en te kardia 
human which is found in some manuscripts as a dis
tributive singular. 35 The Nestle and United Bible So
cieties' texts follow the manuscripts which have a 
plural skardias. 

That the indirect object of this praise is God (to 
theo; some manuscripts have to kurio), as in 
Ephesians 5:19 it was "to the Lord" (to kurio), 

34 Lightfoot, Saint Paul's Epistles, p. 222. 
35 Blass, Debrunner, Funk, Greek Grammar, no. 140. 

means that man's reaction is not the obiect of the 
procedure. Another interchange of theos and kurios 
is seen where Colossians 3:13 has "Lord" but 
Ephesians 4:32 has "God" in describing forgiveness. 
Here in Colossians, the thanksgiving mentioned in 
the following verses also is to God the Father (3: 17). 
The book of Revelation calls for praise to God 
(19:5). Jeremiah admonishes, "Sing to the Lord, 
praise the Lord!" (20:13). Churches can present con
certs, and people can go for the same motivation for 
which they go to the symphony; but such is not wor
ship. Some time ago a woman came from a rendition 
of The Messiah bubbling over with how her emotions 
had been stirred. Such a reaction is not the test of 
discharging faithfully the admonitions of Ephesians 
5:19 and Colossians 3:16. 

Authorities can be amassed on either side of any 
question; hence, there is no great merit in listing 
those with whom one agrees. Nevertheless, for a list 
of some of the older scholars who thought Ephesians 
and Colossians were dealing with congregational 
worship, see the study of G.N.; Woods.36 Other 
names can be cited. W. Lock said of the phrase "sing
ing to yourselves," "The thought is still of singing in 
the community. "37 C. Leslie. Mitton commented, 
"Congregation participation consists of psalms and 
hymns and spiritual soma (italics added).38 F.F. Bruce 
raised the question: 

Does "in you" mean "within you" .(a~ .i~di
vidual Christians) or "among you" (as a Chris
tian community)? Perhaps he [Paul] would not 
have cared to be pinned down too firmly to 
either alternative, although if one of the two 
had to be accepted, the collective sense might 
be preferred in view of the context. Let there 
be ample scope for the proclamation of the 
Christian message and the impartation of 
Christian teaching in their meetings. Christian 
teaching must be based on the teaching of jesus 
Himself; it must be unmistakably "the word of 
Christ." And it would "dwell richly" in their 
midst when they came together and in their 
hearts as individuals if they paid heed to what 
they heard, bowed to its authority, assimilated 
its lessons and translated them into daily liv
ing.J9 

36 G.N. Woods, "Is Congregational Singing Required in the Worship of God in the New Testament Church?" Gospel Advocate 127 (May 16, 
1985):290, 292, 296. 
37 Walter Lock, "The Epistle to the Ephesians," Westminster Commentaries (London: Methuen, 1929), p. 60. 
31 C. Leslie Mitton, "Ephesians," New Century Bible (London: Marshall, 1976), pp. 190-91. 
39 F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Epistle of the Colossians, The lnt'l Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmane, 1957), p. 283. 

14 September 2005 
Firm Foundation 



Edward Lohse said in commenting on Colossians 
3:16, "Appropriate thanksgiving, which v. 15b en
courages, occurs in the hearing of and reflection 
upon the word and in the songs sung by the commu
nity to glorify God. "40 

A similar treatment is to be found in the theo
logical dictionaries. K.H. Bartels commented, "Songs 
clearly formed a central part of early Christian lit
urgy, as had already been the case in the worship of 
the Old Testament community and of the later Jew
ish temple."41 He then commented on Ephesians and 
Colossians. 

Writers on early Christian worship who describe 
singing as a part of it by citing Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3:16 include 0. Cullman, 42 Eduard 
Schweiaer,43 C.W. Dugmore,44 and W.S. Smith. Smith 
noted that commentators are about evenly divided 
over whether Ephesians and Colossians have in view 
a specific assembly for worship, but then he contin
ued: 

It is probably best to take the two passages in 
a broad sense, referring to· Christian inter
course in general ... including the assembly for 
worship.45 

Romans 15:9 

... and in order that the Gentiles might glorify 
(doxasai) God for his mercy. As it is written, "Where
fore I will praise (exomologesomai) thee among the 
Gentiles, and sing (p/o) to thy name"; and again it is 
said, "Rejoice (euphranthete), 0 Gentiles, with his 
people"; and again, "Praise (aineite) the Lord, all 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise (epainesatosan) 
him." 

This statement, which cites material from Psalm 
18:49 (LXX 17:50), 2 Samuel 22:50, Deuteronomy 
32:43, and Psalm 117(116):1, is a reference to what 
David said he would do (Ps. 18:47-48; 2 Sam. 
22: 15), not a description of what is done in the 
church. One may compare Psalms 89(88:2):1: "I will 
sing of thy steadfast love, 0 Lord forever." As the 
voice of the prophets is heard when the prophets are 
read (Acts 13:27), men hear David's praise when 

David is read. In the message, psallo ("sing") is paral
lel to exomologesomai ("confess"). 

Hebrews 2:12 

This passage, though with variations in its English 
translation, is another quotation from the Psalms 
(22:22): "I will proclaim thy name to my brethren, 
in the midst of the congregation I will praise 
(humneso) thee." The speaker in the context is the 
Lord; he is the one who calls Gentiles "brethren." 
The passage is not describing Christian worship. 

Hebrews 13: IS 

"Through him then let us continually offer up a sac
rifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name." 

The antecedent of the third person pronoun is 
jesus (v. 12). Whatever action the statement is talk
ing about is to be done through him (dt autou); the 
readers are.not to go back to Judaism. Though being 
priests themselves, Christians are to approach God 
through jesqs Christ. Numerous other New Testa
ment acts are to he done through Christ (Rom. 1:8; 
16:27; Col. 3:17; 1 Pet. 2:5). The ultimate object of 
the praise is to be God as is here expressed by use of 
the dative of the indirect object- to God (to theo) . 

The term dia pantos ("continually") also de
scribes the disciples' presence in the temple after the 
resurrection (Luke 24:53). The offering that was oc
casional under the Old Covenant was to be continu
ous under the New Covenant. 

The verb anapherein ("let us offer up") is in the 
first person plural hautatory subjunctive form. The 
verb occurs in nine New Testament passages, two for 
the taking up on a mountain (Matt. 17:1; Mark 9:2), 
one for jesus' being taken to heaven (Luke 24:5), 
and three in the Epistle to the Hebrews for the offer
ing of a sacrifice (7:27; 9:28; 13:15). The verb is 
also in the first Epistle of Peter for the offering of a 
spiritual sacrifice (2:5) and for the bearing of our 
sins by Jesus on the tree (2:24). 

Thusia ("sacrifice") occurs in the New Testament 
in about twenty-one passages, often for the sacrifices 

40 Edward Lohse, A Commentary on the Epistles to the Colossians and Philemon, Hermeneia, trans. W. K. Poebimnn and it J. Harris (Philadelphia: 
Fonress Press, 1971), pp. 150-61. 
41 K. H. Bartels, "Song, Hymn, Psalm," New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, ed. Colin Brown (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1978), 3:675. 
41 Oscar Cullmann, Early Christian Worship, trans. A. Stewart Todd and james B. Torrance, Studies in Biblical Theology vol. 10 (Napierville,Ill; 
Allcnson, 1953), pp. 21-22. 
43 Eduard Schweizer, "Worship in the New Testament," The Reformed and Presbyterian World 24 (March 1967):198. 
44 C. W. Dugmore, The Influence of the Synagogue upon the Divine Office (Westminster: The Faith Press, 1964), p. 80. 
4J William Sheppard Smith, Musical Aspects of the New Testament (Amsterdam: W. Ten Have, 1962), p. 59, n. 2. 
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of the law (Matt. 9:13; 12:7; Mark 9:49; Luke 2:24; 
13:1; 1 Cor. 10:18; Heb. 5:1; 7:27; 8:3; 9:9;10:1, 
5,11) and for idol sacrifices (Acts 7:41-42) but also 
for the offering of himself by Jesus (Eph. 5 :2; Heb. 
9:23, 26;10:12). It is used figuratively for the offer
ing of the body of the Christian (Rom. 12:1), Paul's 
offering of himself (Phil. 2: 17), the gift of the Philip
pians (Phil. 4: 18), the sacrifice of praise here pro
vided, and the spiritual sacrifices Christians are to of
fer (1 Pet. 2:5). 

Ainesis ("praise") is a hapax as a noun, but its 
root verb ainein ("to praise") occurs in Luke-Acts for 
the praise of the angels (Luke 2:13), the shepherds 
(Luke 2:20), the disciples at the triumphal entry 
(Luke 19:37), and the disciples in the temple follow
ing the resurrection (Luke 24:53, some texts). Fol
lowing Pentecost, the disciples praised God (Acts 
2:47) as did the lame man when healed (Acts 3:8-9); 
in the Roman letter Psalm 117: 1 is quoted which 
calls on all the Gentiles to praise the Lord (15: 11), 
and finally the book of Revelation has a call to praise 
(19:5) which is followed by the voice of a multitude 
in a poetical expression usually classified as a song. 
The combination "sacrifice of praise" is a hapax in 
the New Testament, but it comes from Leviticus 7:12 
and 22:29 and Psalms 107:22 and 116:17. The 
phrase "a sacrifice of thanksgiving" occurs in Psalms 
50(49):14, 23. 

Karpas ("fruit") occurs many times in the New 
Testament for various fruits, literally (Matt. 21:19; 
etc.) and figuratively (Matt. 3:8; etc.). In combina
tion with parts of the body we have "fruit of the 
womb" (Luke 1:42) and "fruit of the loins" (Acts 
2:30), but the combination "fruit of lips" is a hapax. 
Cheilos ("lips") occurs in seven passages for that 
which is spoken by the mouth. Lips which honor 
God (Matt. 15:8; Mark 7:6) are contrasted with 
deeds that do not; lips speak bitterness (Rom. 3:13 ), 
or foreign languages (1 Cor 14:21), and do evil 
speaking (1. Pet. 3:10). Cheilosis also used figura
tively for the seashore (Heb. 11:12). "The fruit of 
lips" may be compared to the Septuagint paraphrase 
in Hosea 14:(3)2 (M.T. "bullocks of our lips") and 
the Hebrew expression in Isaiah 57:(19)18. In 2 
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Maccabees 10:7 one reads "they offered up hymns" 
(humnous anepheron) 

The final phrase of the passage, homologounton 
to onomati autou ("that acknowledge his name") 
only occurs here in the New Testament, but it is a 
participial plural structure that, following the 
hautatory subjunctive verb, also has an imperative 
force as has been seen in Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3: 16. Homologein, a common New Testa
ment verb found in about twenty-one passages, oc
curs with the organ of confession (the mouth) speci
fied in Romans 10:9-10, is in the well-known prom
ise made to those who confess Christ before men 
(Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8), and occurs in the phrase 
"confessed the good confession" (1 Tim. 6: 12). 

The idiom "confessing the name" occurs also in 
Revelation 3 :5 but has its object in the accusative 
case and speaks of a man's name. The related verb 
ornologein occurs in the Septuagint followed by the 
dative case (to theo) for praise. This structure also 
occurs in the New Testament (Matt. 11 :25; Luke 
10:21; Rom. 14:11; 15:9 [quoting Ps. 18:49]). "The 
name" stands for the person. Psalm 54(53:8):6 
reads, "I will give thanks to thy name .... " 

These passages, while not describing activity 
which can solely be done in a group, can be obeyed 
in collective action. The verb "let us" is in a Greek 
hautatory subjunctive plural; the number of persons 
involved above the minimum of two cannot be deter
mined. The activity described is not activity that can 
only be done musically; praise may be done apart 
from music, but it can also be done musically. There 
is nothing in the passage which would make a dis
tinction, however it is done, it is to be done with the 
lips. This much is specifically stated. 

Music in the Early Church 
The survey of the New Testament which we have 
completed has shown that music was a part of the 
worship of the New Testament, but it has also shown 
that the New Testament is completely silent about 
the use of instrumental music in worship. While one 
cannot establish the teaching of the New Testament 
from the practices of the church from the second 
century on that practice may sometimes be of value 
for checking an interpretation arrived at from the 
New Testament text itself. 

That the church understood the New Testament 
teaching to provide for congregational singing is 
seen in Pliny's description of a service in Bithynia -
the earliest non-biblical description extant: 



... that they were in the habit of meeting on a 
certain fixed day before it was light, when 
they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, 
as a god ... (conuenire carmenque Christ quasi 
deo dicere secant inuaicem).46 

Tertullian (ca. A.D. 200) described a service on 
the first day of the week where among other acts 
"psalms are sung" (prout Scripturae leguntur aut 
psalmi canuntur aut allocutions proferentur aut 
petitones delegantur).47 Still later, in the description 
given in Apostolic Constitutions 2:59, following the 
reading of the Old Testament lessons "the hymns of 
David" were sung and the people sang the 
antiphona. 48 

The Instrument Argument 
One does not suppose that instrumentalists are doing 
what they think is wrong or that they have been act
ing with bad consciences. All people justify to them
selves what they do. 

Defense of the use of instrumental music in wor
ship has moved through three arguments and their 
variations which logically are mutually exclusive of 
each other. The same person cannot logically ad
vance any two of the positions, nor can he shift from 
one to the other without contradicting himself. None 
is the reason why instrumental music was intro
duced; each is an afterthought to justify what was be
ing done when the instrument was challenged. 

The first is that the instrument is authorized in 
the Greek word psallo. If this argument is valid, then 
the use of the instrument is not optional but must be 
done; however, this proves too much, and most in
strumentalists have inconsistently contended that 
one can use or not use the instrument as he sees fit. 

The second argument considers that singing is 
authorized but that the instrumental accompaniment 
is only an aid to singing. Sometimes the champion of 
this view insists that the instrument is not a part of 
worship; but in doing so, he takes a position differ
ent from the practice of the Old Testament where the 
instrument was obviously a part of the worship and 
was played to the Lord. The text very plainly says, 
"The whole assembly worshipped, and the singers 

sang, and the trumpets sounded; all this continued 
until the burnt offering was finished" (2 Chron. 
29:28). 

When the champion of the "aid" position at
tempts to parallel the instrument to the use of the 
tuning fork, he engulfs himself in three errors. The 
first, assuming his position has validity and that the 
use of the tuning fork is wrong, is that one does not 
justify one error by another. The second error is that 
the tuning fork does not operate during the singing. 
It gives its pitch and then is silent. No one would ob
ject to using the piano or organ for the pitch if it 
would then be silent during the singing. Third is that 
the champion ignores the fact that the command to 
sing includes using a tune. Singing cannot be done 
without pitch, but scripture does not limit how pitch 
is to be obtained. Getting the pitch does not trespass 
on the command. 

The third defense of the instrument is in denying 
that congregational singing is authorized in the New 
Testament. The defenders go strong on the word 
"congregational" and upon "exclusively congrega
tional." They argue that since there is no authority in 
the New Testament for congregational singing, they 
have the freedom to sing either with the instrument 
or without it as they please. The person who champi
ons this argument has abandoned of logical necessity 
the psallo and the "aid" argument. His argument also 
excludes his using them. The merit of his position is 
that it finally puts at the center of focus the argument 
that should have been there all along - the unex
pressed position "We want it and will have it without 
scriptural authorization." 

De Welt mistook the import of Woods' statement 
"You have completely cut the Gordian knot insofar 
as congregational singing is concerned. "49 De Welt 
seems to have thought it meant that he had at last 
found a justification for the use of instrumental mu
sic on which men could unite. He even took the knot 
as the logo of his articles. Woods meant that at last 
DeWelt had admitted that instrumental music was 
unauthorized in the New Testament. 

Though not stated openly, the aim of DeWelt's 

"'Daniel J. Theron, ed., Evidence of Tradition (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1958), pp. 14-15. See the study of R. P. Martin, "The Bithynian 
Christians" Carmen Christo, Studia Patristica 8 (1966):259-65. 
47 Terrtullian, De Ammo ix. 
4' W.O.E. Oesterley, The jewish Background of the Christian Liturgy {London: Oxford University Press, 1925; reprinted., Gloucester, Mass.: Peter 
Smith, 1965), pp. 148, 149. 
4? Don DeWelt, "Letter to the Editor," Gospel Advocate 127 {May 16, 1985):293; Don DeWelt and Lynn Hieronymus, "Have We Cut the Gordian 
Knot of Instrumental Music in Congregational Singing?" One Body 2 Uuly 1985): 18; 'The Gordian Knot of Instrumental Music, Part II, One Body 2 
(Winter 1985):4-6. 
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. argument seems to have been to put the guilt for 
making and perpetuating division on those who op
pose the use of instrumental music. If accepted ~s 
valid, the argument might result in a truce declared 
by those convinced; only the non-instrumentalists 
would have to admit fault (the fault of creating and 
perpetuating division), and everyone would then go 
ahead with what he wants to do. The instrumentalist 
could keep his instrument, but each side would con
sider the other as brothers. 

For completeness of the question, let us consider 
for a moment the possibility that those scholars are 
right who do not see in Ephesians and Colossians au
thorization of congregational singing. The conclu
sion Don De Welt draws, however, that the church is 
free to do whatever it pleases using either instrumen
tal or non-instrumental congregational singing is a 
non sequitur. De Welt and his associates making the 
argument have no intention of abandoning congre
gational singing. If these passages and all others do 
not authorize congregational .singing, the logical 
conclusion would be to . abandon congregational 
singing as being a practice without biblical authority. 

However, even if one denies that there was con
gregational singing in the New Testament, he cannot 
deny that there was individual singing (1 Cor. 14:15, 
26). But does that fact authorize individu~l singing 
with an instrument? The issue remains the same. 
There is no passage that authorizes the use of instru
mental music in worship. There is also no New Tes
tament authority for religious dancing, use of in
cense, candles, last rites, and a host of other practices 
that some people (though not the· independent 
Christian Church people) want to introduce into 
their worship and practice. When instrumentalists 
tell us why they do not accept these practices, then 
they will also have told us why instrumental music is 
unscriptural and is to be rejected. 

The Independent Christian Church people con
tinue to attempt to justify their instrumental music 
on the basis that non-instrumentalists sing with four
part harmony which was unknown in the first cen
tury. It seems to me that there are three replies to this 
quibble. The first is that one does not justify one er
ror (even if it should prove to be an error) by the fact 
that others do another. None of us is going to heaven 
because someone else is not going. When Peter asked 
about the beloved disciple, Jesus' reply was, "What is 

Jo M. Arakhim 2:6. 
n Philo, De Vita Contemplativa 88. 
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that to you? Follow me!" If four-part harmony is an 
unjustified practice, that does not justify the use of 
the instrumental music. 

Second, the Christian Church is in error in their 
assertion that only unison singing was known in the 
first century. The difference between adult and 
children's voices is recognized in the Mishna: 

None that was not of age could enter the 
Temple court to take part in the [temple] ser
vice save only when the Levites stood up to 
sing; and they [the children] did not join in 
the singing with harp and lyre, but with the 
mouth alone to add spice to the music. "50 

Philo of Alexandria described a two-part har-
mony in the singing of the Therapeutae: 

It is on this model above all that the choir of 
the Therapeutae of either sex, note in re
sponse to note and voice to voice, the treble 
of the women blending with the bass of the 
men, create an harmonious concert, music in 
the truest sense. 51 

Third, the command of the Lord to sing was a 
generic command. Antiphonal singing and four-part 
harmony, liJ<e unison singing, come under this ge
neric term. Four-part harmony is singing. The New 
Testament puts no limitations on what sort of voice 
harmony is to be used. Playing an instrument is not 
singing. The whole case, then, falls to the ground. 

Should the argument in favor of instrumental 
music in worship take the form of pointing out areas 
in which the opposition has practices that are un
scriptural, let it be noticed that one does not really 
justify an unscriptural practice by someone else's un
scriptural practice. The child does not really justify 
his lie by calling his companion another liar; the im
moral does not justify his immorality by the fact that 
someone else is immoral; nor does the instrumental
ist really justify his instrumental music by accusing 
his opponent of being unscriptural and of having ei
ther a bad or defective spirit. 

The other side of the coin is that a bad spirit can
not be justified on the basis that someone else has 
unscriptural items in his faith and practice. The child 
says, "Everybody is doing it," meaning that he has 
encountered a person or so who is. That is, the per
son who has met an avid instrumentalist tends to 
group all instrumentalists in one category, while the 
one who has met a rabid divisionist tends to assume 



that all his brothers are as harsh, divisive, and unlov
ing as he. The Lord has not called us to relative righ
teousness measured by the shortcomings of those 
about us. The "I will if you will" spirit will never 
make people pleasing in the sight of the Lord. Second 
Corinthians 10:18 says, "For it is not the man who 
commends himself that is accepted, but the man 
whom the Lord commends." 

Two articles have appeared in Independent Chris
tian Church periodicals in the last two years de
nouncing the idea that the silence of scripture is to be 
considered binding on the church. The one in the 
Christian Standard by its retired editor E.B. Hayden 
is entitled, '~Unbearable Yoke,"52 and the other in 
One Body is by Dwaine Dunning and is entitled, ''A 
Compact Overview of the Argument from Silence 
and Its Influence on the Restoration Movement. "53 

The articles have the merit that both writers rec
ognize that the heart of opposition to instrumental 
music which they favor and practice lies in the fact 
that the New Testament is silent on the use of instru
mental music. Though they a~e capable of jumping 
from arguing that psallo authorizes instrumental mu
sic to the mutually exclusive position that there is no 
New Testament authority for it, for the sake of the 
articles they start .out recognizing that there is no 
scripture for their practice; but they claim a freedom 
in its silence to use their instrument anyway. Com
menting on "sola scriptura," Jack W. Cottrell seems to 
have expressed the position well: 

It means rather that where God has not laid 
down legislation about a particular matter, 
then neither must we attempt to legislate for 
anyone's conscience on the matter, either to 
require or to prohibit.54 

These articles that try to demonstrate that the 
opposers of instrumental music occupy an impossible 
position which will only lead to more and more divi
sion are using an erroneous argument to support 
their case and thereby have made the proponents 
themselves guilty of creating and maintaining divi
sion. The writers recognize that, unless they can per
suade the non-instrumentalists that their opposition 
to instrumental music is wrong, their unity move-

ments do not have a prayer of a chance of succeed
ing. They have, in my opinion, no inclination at all 
of giving up musical instruments in worship. 

Dunning, at least, after denouncing with many 
harsh terms the argument from silence against in
strumental music, confessed he did not mean that 
everything not forbidden by God can be done. 
There is reason to believe that neither he nor 
Hayden would approve mission societies, the use of 
incense, religious dancing, the use of holy water, 
and hundreds of other practices in the religious 
world. 

What one misses in their articles is any sort of 
explanation of why and on what basis they would 
oppose such practices. The only conceivable reason 
is that scripture does not authorize them; hence, we 
are back to the argument from silence that excludes 
the things they do not want to practice. In my sense 
of logic, there is a basic inconsistency here. 

When Hayden, Dunning, and their brothers tell 
us clearly why they do not use incense, holy water 
religious dancing, and the like, I cannot conceive of 
its being merely that they do not like them! Anyone 
needs a better basis of opposition than that. It seems 
to me that their basis of opposition has to be fairly 
close to why I do not sing with musical instruments 
- the New Testament does not authorize it! If one 
is free where the New Testament has not spoken, as 
these brothers insist about their musical instru
ments, why is he not also free in practices which 
other people wish to engage in? Is it logical to apply 
the argument from silence to exclude the things one 
does not want but then to refuse to apply it to what 
one does want? 

At any rate, if these people will tell us clearly 
how they oppose what they oppose and why they 
oppose it, we can start the discussion at that point! 

Conclusion 
The argument of Don DeWelt that congrega
tional singing is unauthorized in the New 
Testament is in no sense a new argument. The 
Anabaptists made the same allegation in Ref
ormation times.55 The first Christian Church 
preacher with whom I once discussed instru-

n E B Hayden "An Unbearable Yoke" Christian Standard 12 (March 23, 1985):556-58. . 
.u Dw~ine E, D~nning, "A Compact Overview of the 'Argument from Silence' and Its Influence on the Restoration Movement," One Body 3 {Sprmg 

1986):18-21, 35 
s4 jack W. Cottrell, "Restoration and the Word of God," Christian Standard lOS (November 15, 1970):1.0~4. I M M I (Ph"ladel hia· 
ss Conrad Grebel, "Letters to Thomas Muntzer," Spiritual and Anabaptist \ltiters, ed. by George H. W1lhams and Ange · erga 1 P · 
Westminster Press, 1957), p. 75. 
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mental music was making the same argument 
in Huntsville, Texas, forty years ago. It also 
was stated as a possibility by Dwaine E. Dun
ning in the Christian Standard in 1973.56 

I argued when I first heard the case, and would 
argue now, that if the position is correct, then the 
Christian Church people are condemned by their 
own contention - condemned because they do 
something in worship which they admit is unautho
rized. They do sing, and they consider it worship; 
they are not merely entertaining themselves. Either 
congregational singing in worship is authorized or it 
is presumptive to use it. The conclusion which 
De Welt draws- that congregational singing is not 
authorized; consequently all are free to do it as they 
see fit- either accompanied or unaccompanied- is 
a non-sequitur. If convinced of his case, the logical 
conclusion to draw would be to abandon congrega
tional singing. However, as we have seen, if only 1 
Corinthians 14 could be cited as authorization for 
singing and should singing be reduced to solos, the 
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New Testament still would have nothing to say about 
using instrumental music. 

Instead of solving the instrumental music ques
tion, acceptance of De Welt's argument merely brings 
into question the validity of the contention that all 
things done in worship and service must be autho
rized by scripture. De Welt is saying openly that they 
need not be. lime alone will tell whether his broth
ers will follow him, saying, "Yes, that is what we be
lieve. We are willing to abandon the search for scrip
tural authority for what we do. We are willing to give 
up any logical basis for condemning innovations that 
others may wish to introduce into worship." Will 
they do this, or will they abandon De Welt's argu
ment and regroup around some other argument? 

56 Dwaine E. Dunning, "just How Did the First Century Church Make 
Music?" Christian Standard 108 Uune 24, 1973):561-62. See also 
james F. Richardson, "Some 'New' Light on the Instrumental Music 
Controversy," Firm Foundation 89 (Mar. 14, 1972):164 
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Pioneers Who Went Before Us 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

We often refer to the early preachers that la
bored to restore the ancient faith of 
Christ as our "pioneer preachers." In 

days past their names were kept alive primarily by 
brethren who believed in the ideals of the Restora
tion Movement. At first the liberal element had little 
interest in what they said or did. They found their 
progenitors among denominational scholars and re
formers. In time liberals decided to claim the early 
leaders of our movement for their own. First the Dis
ciples of Christ laid claim to the heritage. They set 
about to reinterpret the story of our past and the 
message first preached to make it compatible with 
their own diluted version of the faith. Now the 
change agents in our midst have followed that ex
ample and are producing an endless flow of books 
and articles dedicated to revising our understanding 
of the early years of our movement. It is important 
that those who love the church and hope to see her 
survive without loss of her identify have a correct 
view of those pioneers in the faith. 

They were men with hearts of gold and feet of 
clay. They were devout, God-fearing men who man
fully struggled to free themselves from the shackles 
of denominationalism. Their hearts were full of the 
love of God. They had the highest respect for the 
Word of God and loved the church beyond measure. 
They labored to remove the tangled cords of error 
that hindered the correct understanding of the Bible 
and enmeshed and crippled churches. 

• Being human like us, they were imperfect in 
their knowledge and in some aspects of their prac
tice. They did the best of which they were capable in 
their day and age and with the tools of knowledge at 
their disposal. Thus it is possible for a researcher to 
find among their writings a wide array of mistaken 
notions and ideas about the faith. By ignoring the 
great fundamental truths which they generally held 
in common, one can paint distorted picture of them 
and the church of their generation. Like us, they 
strove to be like jesus wanted them to be and never 
reached perfection. Only by God's grace can they or 
we hope to stand before him justified. 

• They are our examples, but not our authority. 

Like them the church of the 21 at century must always 
look to Christ to find her authority for faith and prac
tice (Matt. 28 :20). The truth is determined by what 
saith the scriptures rather than by what saith the pio
neers such as Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone. 

• We should admire the pioneers but not idolize 
them. Having read most of the biographies and his
tories of our people, I can say that their stories are 
inspirational, encouraging, and faith-building. They 
were noble champions. They were sacrificial heroes. 
They were giants among their fellows, but they were 
men of clay, just as we are. Some of them crashed 
along the way. Some recovered, others did not. 

• They were men of mixed abilities. A few were 
greatly gifted by God, natural leaders who would 
have excelled in any field of endeavor. Others were 
ordinary men who labored in the shadows of their 
great leaders. 

• A few of that early generation of preachers 
were highly educated, but the majority were men of 
limited education. They educated themselves while 
struggling to preach the word and provide for their 
families. 
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• They had few tools with which to work. Our 
young men can attend Christian schools, be taught by 
fellow-Christians, have access to marvelous libraries, 
computers, the internet. Most of our pioneers never 
had such advantages. Thousands of books devoted to 
Bible exposition and research are available to us, but 
our fathers had only a handful in comparison. We can 
afford them, but most of them could not. 

• They were our trailblazers, preparing the way 
for us, making our paths easier. In their path stood 
armies of sectarians determined to block them. They 
fought against entrenched error and won. They did 
not always have the time or opportunity to build up 
their converts and the congregations they planted; 
they were always moving onward. 

• We build on the foundation they laid for us (1 
Cor. 3:10). We enjoy the fruits of their labors. 

• If we can see a bit further than they did, it is 
because we stand on their shoulders. 

• We have far superior educational opportuni
ties. Thus a young man can enter his field of labor 
with a much greater fund of knowledge than he 
would have in 1820. 

• We have more and finer tools with which to 
work. My library consists of over 20,000 volumes. I 
recall that Raccoon John Smith had only 3 or 4 
books to his name. 

• We can profit from their mistakes. We need not 
repeat them. Two centuries removed from them, we 
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can see pitfalls and errors that might h~ve seemed 
harmless at the time. We can see how some of their 
choices and decisions played out. If heeded, we can 
avoid their painful consequences. 

• We are beneficiaries of their victories. The 
strangle hold of Bible ignorance, denominational er
ror and superstition that encompassed the race of 
their day, was broken. Our task is thus much easier. 
Entrenched enemies were beaten and churches were 
planted. We can move into such a community and 
begin our work with a thousand advantages. 

• We should thank God for those noble pioneers. 
• We should imitate their faith (Heb. 13:7}. 
• We should accept the responsibility to carry the 

cause they launched on to completion. 
• We must never fritter away or surrender the 

victories they won at so great a cost. 
• At whatever cost, we must pass the faith of 

Christ bequeathed to us on to the generation that 
follows. Like a chain, one broken link means a fail
ure of the whole. 

When the history of our generation is written, 
may our names be worthy of mention with those of 
our pioneers. 
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The Nature of Man 
By Stephen Wiggins 

How man views himself is extremely impor
tant. The individual who views himself as 
created in the image of God will portray 

ethics, morals, and values that reflect a life of alle
giance to the Creator. If, however, one considers 
himself nothing more than a product of chance, the 
mere apex of animal life on the evolutionary chain of 
progress, then one's conduct and behavior will be 
governed by nothing higher than fleshly passion and 
selfish desire. 

How man views himself is ultimately deter
mined by the source he uses to obtain a picture of 
himself. If that source is God, coupled with the infor
mation found within the scriptures, man will have a 
high view of his worth, value, ~nd potential. If man 
turns to some other source, his view of himself will 
always be greatly inferior to the dignified, noble, and 
lofty view that God places upon mankind. One's 
conduct is intimately connected with how man de
fheshin salf.1 

Man Is Created 

The biblical record begins by recording the creation 
of the universe and all it contains in a six-day period. 
Inclusive within these creative acts of God was the 
creation of the first human pair, Adam and Eve, on 
the sixth day of creation. Man is first and foremost a 
creature, and not the Creator. Although man is not 
God, he is more like God than anything else in cre
ation. He is in the "image" and the "likeness" of God 
and is the apex of all God's creation. Man is thus 
placed in "dominion" over the rest of God's creative 
works. In Genesis 1:26-27 "man" is a generic term 
including both male and female. 

The evolutionary claim is that man, along with 
all other life, evolved from lower life forms over a 
span of billions of years. Atheistic evolution asserts 

this happened in the absence of any supernatural be
ing or influence. Theistic evolution, on the other 
hand, clamors that this evolutionary hypothesis com
pletely harmonizes with biblical revelation. God al
legedly instigated the process by creating life in its 
lower forms and then superintended the evolution
ary process. 

'~d Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). The 
author of Genesis certainly believed that ultimately 
God created the heavens and earth out of nothing 
(cf. He b. 11:3 ). It should be noted, however, that 
whereas Genesis 1:27 states God "created" man that 
2:7 says God "formed" man "of the dust of the 
ground," which indicates that God can create some
thing out of already existing material. 2 

The author here utilizes wordplay in the original 
Hebrew that indicates an intimate relationship be
tween man (adam) and the ground (adama).3 This 
leads to further wordplay in connection with man 
and woman. The same God who formed man out of 
the ground also took woman (ish shah) out of man 
(ish) (Gen. 2:7; 2:22-23). Just as man is intimately 
connected with the ground, woman is intimately re
lated to man. As man was formed "of the dust of the 
ground" so woman is fashioned from a rib "taken 
from the man." 

In Genesis 2:7, when it is said that man became a 
"living soul," the emphasis is on the fact that life is a 
gift from God. Life is God-given. A potter may mold 
a vessel out of the ground, but God alone can give 
something life. The term soul ("being," NIV) trans
lates a word that is used for biological life in general 
such as fish, beasts, birds, and reptiles (Gen. 1:20-21, 
24, 30). It does not in this passage refer to that im
material, eternal aspect of man that is in the image of 

1 Bill jackson, "What Is Man?," in Embattled Christianity: A Call to Alarm the Church to Humanism ed. Terry M. Hightower (The Third Annual 
Shenandoah Lectures, 1989), pp. 175-184. 
1 Here the inspired writer uses the term "formed" (Heb. Yatsar) to describe the creation of man. This.word f~equently occurs in speaking. of a potter:s 
work with clay (lsa. 29:16; 45:9; 64:8; Jer. 18:2-4; 6, 11). Thus, the author compares God's work m creatmg man from the ground w1th a potters 
creating a vessel from clay. 
l A rather good English equivalent to this wordplay may be found in the KJV and ASV translation of 1 Corinthians 15:47 where Paul states that "The 
first man is of the earth, earthy," a statement undoubtedly based on Genesis 2:7. 
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God. Rather the point is that man became a living, 
breathing, animated being. 4 

Man Is Spiritual 
"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness ... And God created man in his own im
age, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them" (Gen. 1:26-27; cf. 5:1). Out 
of all of God's creation only man is said to be created 
in the "image" and "likeness" of God. This conveys 
that in some sense man is like God. Whereas man is 
not deity there is some sense in which he is similar to 
God. Both the Hebrew word for "image" (tselem) and 
the word for "likeness" (demut) refer to something 
that is similar but not identical to the thing it repre
sents. Seth is said to have been in the "likeness" and 
"image" of his physical father Adam (Gen. 5:3). 

The two words image and likeness combine to in
dicate the dignity and the value of man. Spiritually 
man is made in God's image as a rational and mor
ally responsible person. Some suppose that this "im
age" is something God gave man when he originally 
created him but which he lost when sin entered the 
world. But this is unconvincing because even after 
the flood man is still said to have been created in 
God's image and likeness with no indication that this 
image had been lost (Gen. 9:6; James 3:9). Never
theless, the "new man" is to be "renewed" after "the 
image of him that created him" (Col. 3:10; cf. Eph. 
4:24; cf. 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29). 

Adam and Eve were created with an immortal 
soul or spirit within them. Subsequently, every hu
man being whose life begins at the point of concep
tion possesses a spiritual entity. When James ob
served that "the body apart from the spirit is dead," 
the corollary automatically inherent in his statement 
became the fact that if the body is living, then the 
spirit must be present Games 2:26). Since at each 
stage of its development the zygote/embryo/fetus is 
living, it must have had a soul or spirit at conception. 
No other view is in accord with both biblical and sci
entific evidence. 5 

Man therefore is a dual being. He is composed of 
both body and spirit, material and immaterial. The 
physical body is derived from the dust of the ground 

and back to the dust it shall ultimately return (Gen. 
2:7; 3:19). Further, man has infused into his body 
directly from God a spirit or soul. This is that imper
ishable aspect of the human being that was created in 
the very image of God. It is that eternal element 
which departs the body in death and goes back to 
God who gave it Games 2:26; Eccl. 12:7). 

The dual nature of man is indicated when Jesus, 
anticipating and preparing the apostles for coming 
persecution, stated, "And be not afraid of them that 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but 
rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). Likewise the apostle 
Paul wrote, "But though our outward man is decay
ing, yet our inward man is renewed day by day" (2 
Cor. 4:16). The inspired record makes it clear that 
man is composed of both body and soul. 

Man Is Sexual 
Sex is an intricate part of man's nature. God created 
the first human pair as "male and female" with the 
ability to reproduce sexually. He even commands 
man to be "fruitful and multiply" before sin ever en
ters the picture. Thus, marriage, the sexual relation
ship, and childbirth are all intended to be a part of 
man's life from the beginning, and not punishments 
that God imposed on the human race because of sin 
(Gen. 1:27-28). It is increased pain in childbirth that 
comes as a consequence of sin (Gen. 3:16). For one 
to picture the sexual drive as something sordid, sin
ful, or ugly in and of itself is to stand in opposition to 
the biblical teaching on this subject. 

The Divine intent is that for man and woman, as 
husband and wife within the marriage relationship, 
to engage in sexual activity (Gen. 2:23-24 ). Within 
this context of marriage the sexual relationship is 
good, upright and respectable by both God and man. 
Sexual activity outside of marriage, however, 
(whether it be premarital sexual activity, fornication, 
adultery, homosexuality, or whatever) is sinful be
cause it abuses the purpose which God intended in 
blessing man with sexual capacities. "Let marriage be 
had in honor among all, and let the bed be undefiled; 
for fornicators and adulterers God will judge" (Heb. 
13:4). 

4 The terms •soul" and •spirit" are used in different senses within the Scriptures. The panicular context in which a word is found must be respected 
for one to know what sense a biblical author is using any given term. For a summary of these uses see Wayne jackson, Bible Words and Theological 
Terms Made Easy (Stockton, CA: Courier Publications, 2002), pp. 168-169. While it is true that man has a spiritual entity in his makeup that animal 
life does not have, Genesis 2:7 is not the place to prove this point (cf. 1 Thess. 5:23). 
s Ben Thompson, The Origin, Nature, & Destiny of the Soul (Montgomery, AL: Apologetics Press, 2001), pp. 21-30. 
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Man Is Responsible 
God created man with the ability to understand 
God's revelation pertaining to the Divine will. When 
God first spoke to Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden they comprehended what it was and was not 
that God wanted them to do. Man was created as a 
responsible creature, with moral accountability for 
his own actions. From the beginning man possessed 
the ability to rationally choose right from wrong. 
Man was made with an innate, inner sense of right 
and wrong that sets him apart from animals. Man 
possesses guilt when he sins. Thus, following man's 
initial sin they were ashamed and embarrassed and 
so "hid themselves from the presence of Jehovah 
God" (Gen. 3:8). 

An appreciation of the free moral agency of man 
helps explain the origin of sin and evil within the 
world. Popular evangelical apologist, Dr. Norman 
Geisler, explains as follows: 

The origin of evil is a problem for any 
worldview, but particularly so for theism, 
which must account for how evil arose in a 
universe where God and everything He made 
were perfectly good. The answer is found in 
one of God's good gifts: free will. While free
dom is good in itself, it also allowed the po
tential for evil. Hence, free will made evil pos
sible. 

However, while God is responsible for the fact of 
freedom (which made evil possible), free creatures 
themselves are responsible for their acts of freedom 
(which make evil actual). God gave them the power 
of choice, and instead of choosing to obey and fol
low the good, they disobeyed and exercised free 
choice for sin. Hence, evil arose from the free will of 
good creatures that God made. 

Man Is Sinful 
God himself has never sinned and cannot sin (Deut. 
32:4; Titus 1:2). Nor does God entice man to com
mit sin Uames 1:13). God cannot be blamed for the 

existence of sin. Man was originally created sinless, 
in a state of perfect innocence. When man sinned, he 
did so willfully and voluntarily. The Bible defines sin 
as "the transgression of the law" and "unrighteous
ness" (1 John 3:4; 5:17; KJV). Sin is a violation of 
God's law. There are sins of commission and omis
sion Uames 4: 17). Sometimes a person sins by doing 
something that he should not have done. Sometimes 
a person sins by leaving something undone that he 
should have done. Sin involves both attitudes and ac
tions. 

Before the disobedience of Adam and Eve, sin 
had already been committed by Satan and angelic be
ings Uohn 8:44; 1 John 3:8; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6).6 But 
with respect to the human race the first sin was that 
of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:1-
19). This is the point in time in which "sin entered 
into the world" (Rom. 5:12). When a human reaches 
the age of accountability or responsibility before 
God he eventually violates God's law and sins. Thus 
the biblical writers could affirm that "all have sinned, 
and fallen short of the glory of God" and that "If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us" (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 1:8). To
day sin is universal in scope. It is as wide and broad 
as the human race. 

The Calvinistic concept is that sin is inherited 
from one's parents at birth and thus babies are born 
with a depraved nature. In the 16th century leading 
Reformer John Calvin bootlegged this error out of 
Catholicism where it had given rise to other religious 
errors such as infant baptism and the Immaculate 
Conception. 7 Thus, from the beginning of Protes
tantism till modern times ''Adamic sin," "original 
sin," or "inherited sin" remains a cardinal doctrine 
of most every major denomination. One prominent 
evangelical theologian states that the Bible indicates 
"that even before birth children have a guilty stand
ing before God and a sinful nature that not only 
gives them a tendency to sin but also causes God 
to view them as 'sinners. "'8 This writer goes on to 

6 Ben Thompson, Satan-His Origin and Mission (Montgomery, AL: Apologetics Press, 1999), pp. 8-15. Brother Thompson concludes this section 
on the origin of Satan by noting: "It is accurate to state, therefore, that Satan, and those dismissed from the heavenly realm with him, are fallen an
gels, and that their creation and transgression occurred sometime prior to God's bringing the Earth into existence." See also Guy N. Woo4s, Com
mentary on Peter, john, and jude (Nashville: Gospel Advocate, 1976), pp. 268-269. Brother Woods states: "Being the first sinner, the devil is the 
source of sin, the fountain from which it springs, the father of all those who practice it." 
7 The term "Calvinism" is derived from the French Reformer john Calvin (1509-1564) who, although not the first or the sole teacher of this error, 
was the most eloquent and systematic expositor in connection with the Reformation Movement. 
1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000), p. 499. Another modern writer states "Total depravity means that natu
ral man is never able to do any good that is fundamentally pleasing to God, and, in fact, does evil all the time." This author goes on to state that "this 
depravity applies even to babies." Once again Psalm 51 :5 is quoted as a proof text. See Edwin H. Palmer, The Five Points of Calvinism, (Grand Rap
ids: Baker Books, 1980), p. 13. 
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buttress this error with a quotation of Psalm 51:5: 
"Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity; And in sin 
did my mother conceive me." . 

The mistake Calvinists make with Psalm 51:5 is 
that they approach this poetic statement of David as 
prose and in an attempt to interpret it literally. Inspi
ration here employs hyperbole which is exaggeration 
for the sake of emphasis. This verse was never in
tended to be understood by way of literal interpreta
tion.9 This Psalm contains a record of David's repen
tance and confession after Nathan confronted him 
concerning his adultery with Bathsheba. As David 
agonizes over the depth of his sin he exaggerates his 
sinful condition as so great that it was as though he 
had been sinful from the moment of conception or a 
"sinner from birth" (NIV). The apostle Paul uses 
comparable language when he says, "For I know that 
in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing" 
(Rom. 7:18). In commenting on this particular Psalm 
brother B.]. Clarke states that: 

David was merely employing poetic hyper
bole in verse 5 to express his deep anguish 

over his sins. It was not that David was. liter
ally claiming to have been born a sinner, but 
that he deliberately overstated the expression 
of his sin to show that he was not hiding his 
wickedness and that he felt so overwhelmed 
by the guilt of h is sin that it was almost as if 
he could never remember a time when he 
wasn't guilty of it. 10 

Solomon observed that "God made man upright, 
but they have sought out many inventions" (Eccl. 
7:29). Man is the offspring of God (Acts 17:29). 
Origina lly all of God's creation, inclusive of man, 
was pronounced as "very good" (Gen. 1 :31). God 
created man upright but, spiritually speaking, he has 
spiraled downward since the innocence of Eden. So 
whereas Job asks, "What is man?," the apostle Paul 
replies that he is a fallen creature, a sinner. "There is 
none righteous, no not one ... all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:10, 23; cf. 
Job 7: 17). Man is a sinner by choice. God did not 
create man as a sinner. Nor did man inherit a sinful, 
depraved nature from his parental ancestors. Man is 
to blame for his own sinful and fallen condition . 

105 East Planters 
San Augustine, TX 75972 

9Drastic mistakes in both doctrine and practice a re often made when students fail to differentiate between the figurative and literal use of the Scrip
tures. Reportedly Origen (185-251 C.E.) made rhe m istake of interpreting literally the phrase in Matthew 19:12, "and there are eunuchs that made 
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake." In his youthful zea l he castrated himself. See Henri Crouzel, Origen: The Life and Thought 
of the First Great Theologian (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1985), pp. 8-9. 
' 0 B.J. Clarke, "Total Hereditary Depravity," in Calvinism: Houston College of the Bible Lectureship: Bible Resource Publications, 1998), p. 325. 
See also Hugo McCord, "The NIV in Psalm 51:5," Firm Foundation (April 1997), pp. 8-10; jack P. Lewis, "Difficult Texts from the Psalms and 
Proverbs," in Difficult Texts of the Old Testament Explained ed. Wendell Winkler (Hurst Texas: Winkler Publications, 1982), pp. 317-319. 
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Islam 
Arranged. Compiled, edited and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Founder: Muhammad was born in Mecca (A.D. 
570). He belonged to the dan of Hashim, a 
poor but respected branch of the prestigious 

and influential tribe of Quraysh. His father died be
fore he was born, and his mother died when he was 
six. He was brought up by his uncle Abu Talib. Like 
his fellow tribesmen, he became a trader and made 
several journeys to Syria and Jerusalem, where he 
met and conversed with Christians and Jews. He 
then began to manage the business of a rich widow, 
Khadija; she was greatly impressed by both his hon
esty and ability, and she shortly offered him mar
riage, which he accepted at the age of 25. As long as 
Khadija lived, Muhammad took no other wives. M
ter her death in 619, when Muhammad was 50, he 
eventually married nine women, including Aisha, the 
daughter of his kinsman and early follower Abu 
Bakr, who was to become the first caliph, or succes
sor to Muhammad. He also took a Christian Coptic 
slave as a concubine. Muhammad's sons all died in 
infancy, and the only daughter to survive him was 
Fatima, who married Ali, the fourth caliph. 
Muhammad died in A.D. 632, and his tomb is in 
Medina. 

Pre-Muhammad Conditions in Arabia 
At the birth and during the early life of Muhammad 
most Arabs worshipped local gods and goddess. 
Some of these were: Al-Lat- a mother goddess; Al
Manah, the goddess of fate; Al-Uzza- the morning 
star. Allah was a minor God and regarded as 
imageless. The people also venerated a black stone 
built into the corner of the Ka'bah (Cube), calling it 
"the black stone that fell from heaven in the days of 
Adam." It was also claimed that Abraham built the 
Ka'bah while on a visit to his son Ishmael. A few 
steps away from the Ka 'bah was the holy well 
Zamzam, which was said to have been discovered 
when the baby Ishmael was left to die by his mother, 
Hagar, but kicked his heels and a well of water 
sprang up. The tribes of Arabia came to Mecca to of
fer sacrifices of sheep and camels and to run the cir
cuit of the stone seven times and kiss it. There were 
also lesser spirits - angels, fairies, and demonic 

Jinn. Within the Ka'bah a large number of idols were 
on the wall round about, and wise sayings were at
tached to the outer wall of the Ka'bah. 

At religious convocations and fairs the Arabs 
gambled, danced, and drank themselves drunk. It 
was a common practice to bury their infant daugh
ters alive to escape having to provide for a girl who 
would not have the physical strength of her male 
counterpart and also to avoid having to pay a dowry. 
The Arab tribes were divided and constantly warring 
with one another. They had neither motive nor pur
pose to unite. 

Muhammad was offended by the immoral con
duct and severely condemned it. He was said to be 
quite, reflective, trustworthy, and decent. He saw the 
need to reform the wicked practices of his people. 
He brought the Ka'bah, the mosque, Zamzam, and 
worship of Allah forward into Islam, his new reli
gion. 

Religious Awakening 
Muhammad became obsessed with the teaching of 
Christians that there would be a last judgment and a 
punishment of idolaters by everlasting fire. He was 
agitated by the conviction that the last day was near 
at hand. 

He visited a cave near the base of mount Hira for 
days at a time. One night - "the night of Power and 
Excellence" (as Muslims call it), there arose a vision 
before him of the archangel Gabriel, crying, "Re
cite!" (Koran XCVI and LIII). 

Muhammad began to preach in the streets of 
Mecca the message he claimed to have received from 
Allah through the archangel Gabriel. The people at 
first did not object to his claim to be a prophet, but 
were angry at his condemnation of idolatry. His own 
tribesmen eventually rejected all that he said and at
tempted to break up his gatherings; they threw dirt 
and filth on him and his hearers, and stirred up the 
rowdies to hurl insults ·and threats. 

The night journey of the prophet Muhammad -
guided by the archangel Gabriel, from Mecca to 
Jerusalem and then to heaven. One night while the 
Prophet still lived in Mecca Gabriel came, cleansed 
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him within, and took him through the air, on the back 
of the winged steed Buraq, first to Jerusalem and then 
up through seven heavens, where as he passed 
through he spoke successively with Adam, John the 
baptist, Jesus, Joseph, Enoch, Aaron, Moses, and in 
the seventh heaven with Abraham. Finally, without 
Gabriel, who could go no further, he was lifed up on 
a flying carpet into the great space beyond to the very 
presence of Allah, who spoke with him about many 
unutterable matters and told him: "0 Muhammad, I 
take you as a friend. I am speaking to you just as I 
spoke face to face with Moses., 

His wife died. Five weeks later his protector, Abu 
Talib also died. Some of the Hashimites were disaf
fected, and tried to imprison or execute him. 

Muhammad was visited by six men from Medina 
who invited him to move to Yathrib, establish a new 
government, develop an army, and invade Mecca. 
The Meccans got wind of the matter, and decided to 
kill Muhammad. Muhammad and Abu Bakr, the fa
ther of Muhammad's favorite wife, Aisha, fled 
Mecca and went to Yathrib. 

Muhammad was given unrestricted power over 
the town, and its name was changed in his honor to 
Medina, which means "The City of the Prophet." 
{Muhammad built the first Muslim Mosque in 
Medina, the second most holy city in Islam, and his 
tomb is there.) 

He established a Theocracy to rule the city; it was 
the first caliphate and he was the first caliph. He 
evolved a doctrine and practice: (1) assembly worship 
was on Friday, (2) prostration during prayer (at first 
toward Jerusalem, but when the Jews withstood con
version to Islam, toward Mecca) and {3) the taking of 
alms for the poor and for the support of the cause. 

Muhammad ignited a war with Mecca when he 
waylaid a Meccan caravan to supply his troops. With 
10,000 soldiers he invaded Mecca, and defeated the 
city. 

Muhammad went to the Ka'bah, honored the 
black stone, and rode seven times around the shrine. 
He ordered the destruction of the idols within the 
Ka'bah and scraping of the painting of Abraham and 
the angels from its walls. He sanctioned the use of 
the holy well, Zamzam. He united the Arab tribes. 

Doctrine 
Basic creed: There is no god but Allah. Muhammad is 
the messenger of Allah. 

Ko,ran: God guides through the Ko'ran and other 
holy books of Islam. Jewish and Christian scriptures 
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are good, but not complete and final like the Ko'ran. 
The Ko'ran is to be memorized and recited. 

judgment day: There will be signs of its immi
nence ... ominous rumblings, a strange occurrence in 
nature, the last trumpet, at whose sound the dead 
will rise. 

Duty - the Five Pillars of Islam 

Repetition of the Creed: "La ilaha ilia Allah; 
Muhammad rasul Allah., 

Prayer: Five times in every day the Muslim is to 
offer devotion and prayer - dawn, mid-day, mid-af
ternoon, sunset, and at fall of darkness. Friday is a 
special day of prayer for all adult males - gather in 
the mosque under the leadership of the Imam; per
form ablutions of hands, mouth, nostrils, face, fore
arms, neck, and feet. Imam preaches a sermon. 

Almsgiving: gifts to the poor and money for the 
Mosque and its Imam. 

Fast: During the sacred month of Ramadan. The 
fast is from first light each day until nightfall. 

Pilgrimage: At least once in a lifetime every Mos
lem, man or woman, is expected to make a pilgrim
age to Mecca. All pilgrims are to wear a white, 
seemless garment and practice proper abstinences. 

Spread of Islam 

When Muhammad died, he had designated no succes
sor (caliph). Abu Bakr was selected to succeed 
Muhammad. He died after only one year, but was able 
to assemble the Qur'an, and bring to heel those 
sheikhs who took the opportunity by Muhammad's 
death to break away from Muslim control. He as
sembled an army of 20,000 to invade and subdue 
Syria, but died before the Islamic troops gained their 
objective. 

Umar reigned from 634 to 644. Umar main
tained that he occupied the caliphal office only as a 
representative of the one rightful prince, the prophet 
Muhammad. Umar, aided by brilliant field generals, 
conducted military campaigns against the two lead
ing empires of his time, the Sassanian Empire in Iran 
and Iraq and the Byzantine Empire in Syria and 
Egypt. In 644, when the new state was rapidly ex
panding, Umar was assassinated by a Persian slave 
known as Abu-Lu'lu'ah. 

Uthman ibn Affan, Muhammad's son-in-law and 
one of his first converts, was appointed the third ca
liph by a panel of six Meccan electors. He carried on 
Umar's policy of territorial expansion. Rebellious 
Muslim troops assassinated him in 656. 



Ali, a cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad, was 
acknowledged as the fourth caliph by the Medinians 
and the rebellious Muslim troops. The governor of 
Syria, Muawiyah, later Muawiyah I the first 
Umayyad caliph, refused to recognize Ali as caliph 
and called for vengeance for the death of Uthman 
(who was Muawiyah's kinsman). Ali was killed in a 
battle with Syria in 661. 

Under the Umayyads (661-750), Muslim armies 
swept eastward to the borders of India and China, 
westward across North Africa to the Atlantic Ocean, 
then northward through Spain and over the Pyrenees 
Mountains into France, where the Frankish infantry 
under the Carolingian ruler Charles Martel checked 
them near Poitiers in 732. 

The Umayyads were overthrown by Shia (Shites), 
and Iranian groups. The rebels were led by the 
Abbasid family, descendants of the Prophet's uncle 
Abbas. The Abbasids executed most of the Umayyad 
family and ruled 750 to 1517. 

The Fatimid caliphate, during the Umayyad Ca
liphate, ruled most of northern Africa from Egypt to 
present-day Algeria, as well as Sicily and Syria. They 
sent missionaries from their capital in Cairo to the 
rest of the Muslim world, proclaiming the Fatimid 
caliphs to be infallible and sinless and the bearers of 
divine illumination handed down directly from Ali. 
Their dynasty was overthrown in 1171 by Saladin, 
sultan of Egypt. 

Amid much confusion and violence, the caliphate 
was abolished, which brought consternation to many 
sections of the Muslim world. King Husein laid 
claim to the title by virtue of his direct descent from 
the Prophet and his control of the two holy cities, 
Mecca and Medina. His claim, however, received 
little attention. The conquest (1925) of AI (ijz by 
Abdul Aziz ibn Saud, ruler of Najd, Arabia, made 
Husein's claim even less significant. The restoration 
of the caliphate may be regarded as irrelevant. 

Teachings on Life's Origin 

Wl\SHINGfON, Aug. 19 - Sen. Bill Frist of 
Tennessee, the Republican leader,aligned 
himself with President Bush on Friday 

when he said that the theory of intelligent design as 
well as evolution should be taught in public schools. 

Such an approach "doesn't force any particular 
theory on anyone," Mr. Frist said in Nashville, 
accoring to The Associated Press. "I think in a plural
istic society that is the fairest way to go about educa
tion and training people for the future." A Washing
ton spokesman for the senator, Nick Smith, said later 
that the report was accurate. 

The theory of intelligent design holds that life is 
too complicated to have developed through evolu
tion and that a higher power must be involved. Crit
ics say intelligent design theorists are trying to sup
plant science with religious beliefs. 

The senator's view, expressed after his speech at 
a Rotary Club meeting, echoed President Bush's re
marks of Aug. 2, when he told. Texas newspaper re
porters that he favored teaching both evolution and 
intelligent design "so people can understand what 
the debate is about." 

Mr. Frist's agreement with President Bush on one 

of the more contentious educational, social and po
litical issues of the time comes just a few weeks after 
he broke with Mr. Bush and with Christian conserva
tives on embryonic stem cell research. 

The senator said on july 29 that he supported a 
bill to expand federal financing for stem cell re
search, and that President Bush's four-year-old 
policy of strictly limiting taxpayer financing "should 
be modified." The bill has been approved by the 
House but has been stalled in the Senate. 

Mr. Frist is widely assumed to be contemplating 
a run for the presidency in 2008, so his statements 
on issues that touch on moral as well as political 
questions are sure to be scrutinized both by Christian 
conservatives essential to a Republican candidacy 
and by people looking for signals that Mr. Frist is 
willing to move toward the center. 

Human embryo~ic stem cells can grow into any 
type of body tissue, so scientists and doctors see a 
potential use in treating a wide variety of diseases and 
injuries. But the cells cannot be obtained without de
stroying the embryos, which some people say is tanta
mount to murder (New York Times, Aug. 20. 2005~ 
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Potpourri ••. 
H ere we go again. Our target is to bring to 

mind the dumb things people say and do, 
and also focus on the smart things that are 

everywhere about us. Regardless of how it may ap
pear from Potpourri, I am powerfully persuaded that 
there is a heap more smart stuff than there is dumb 
stuff ... it is just that the dumb stuff stands out like a 
sore thumb (even Einstein said some unintelligent 
things). Ah, well, enough, enough -let's get down 
to business. 

Sdence? 
0 Hundreds of scientists from around the world 

are downloading an article on Intelligent Design de
spite the Smithsonian's move to dismiss the editor 
who published the paper. "The Origin of Biological 
Information and the Higher Taxonomic Categories" 
successfully made it through the peer review process 
to appear in a Smithsonian scientific journal. But 
leading Darwinists-and other major academic pub
lications-are working overtime to stifle the latest 
creation-evolution debate messengers. "You don't re
sort to authoritarianism," said author Stephen 
Meyer, "if you can answer it." 

lvolving Debate 
OThe controversy over evolution includes a 

growing number of scientists who challenge Darwin
ism. Should schoolchildren learn that fact? Darwin
ists say no, but Kansas officials may say otherwise 

TOPEKA, Kan. - The auditorium at Memorial 
Hall here looks like it came straight out of one of the 
older, small high schools that dot the Kansas land
scape. But Memorial Hall isn't a high school and half 
the scientists invited to perform refused to partici
pate. 

On May 5, 6, and 7 the Kansas State Board of 
Education had three days of testimony about 
whether schools, along with teaching evolution, 
should also inform students of the scientific evidence 
against Darwinism; in other words, whether schools 
should "teach the debate." Darwinians boycotted the 
hearings, insisting that there is no debate. 

That conclusion was not shared by the 23 wit
nesses at the hearings. 

Lehigh University biochemist Michael Behe, Uni-

versity of Georgia biology professor Russell Carlson, 
and University of Missouri-Kansas City professor of 
medicine William Harris were among those who ar
gued that Darwinism is scientifically controversial. 
They pointed to challenges to the theory posed by 
the fossil record and by Mr. Behe's argument that 
gradual evolution by natural selection cannot ac
count for the complexity of the cell. They argued 
that the evidence points not to macroevolution but 
to ID, Intelligent Design. (See WORLD magazine, 
Apr. 3, 2004; Feb. 26, 2000; and Mar. 1, 1997 for 
more about ID.) 

The May 5-7 hearings were not the first time 
that the Kansas Board had accepted challenges to the 
conventional wisdom. The board gained national at
tention in 1999 when it voted to withdraw refer
ences to macroevolution from the state's education 
standards. Since then Ohio, Minnesota, and New 
Mexico have introduced scientific criticisms of Dar
winism into classrooms, and local school districts in 
other states have either considered or passed similar 
measures. 

In Kansas, Darwinists won back control of the 
State Board of Education in 2000 and restored the 
older standards. But conservatives have now retaken 
the board, and they are expected to vote this summer 
to adopt the revisions debated in Topeka. 

The Darwinist response to such a challenge is no 
secret. "My strategy at this point is the same as it was 
in 1999," wrote Liz Craig of Kansas Citizens For Sci
ence on the group's discussion board in February. 
"Notify the national and local media about what's 
going on and portray them in the harshest light pos
sible, as political opportunists, evangelical activists, 
ignoramuses, breakers of rules, unprincipled bullies, 
etc .... we can sure make them look like asses as they 
do what they do." 

Can make them look like asses, that is, if media 
outlets serve as Ms. Craig's public relations tools -
and her strategy seemed to work on the first day of 
the hearings. Reporters from NBC, ABC, and as far 
away as France descended on Topeka, and the scene 
they described wasn't flattering. Several reports char
acterized the fight as a battle over religion, likening 
the hearings to the 1925 Scopes "Monkey Trial." 
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They suggested that the revisions would impede 
Kansas' efforts to attract biotech companies. 

The sense of threat was aided by the precautions 
officials took. Everyone had to go through a metal 
detector to get into the auditorium. In the audito
rium, a uniformed officer sat off to the side in front, 
facing the audience. The Darwinist side refused to 
debate but it did station a lawyer, Pedro 
Irigonegaray, to question ID witnesses, and during 
their answers he occasionally sighed and shook his 
head. 

Lost in the propaganda and facial expressions is 
just how modest the proposed revisions are. For all 
the comparisons to the Scopes trial, the roles in that 
trial have been reversed 80 years later. Today, it's the 
critics of Darwinism who want to introduce what 
they see as important scientific evidence into science 
classrooms and it's the Darwinists who are fighting 
to keep out what they see as heresy. 

And yet, the revisions would not require the 
teaching of ID, which is fine with ID advocates who 
admit that their theory is too new to be the focus of 
classroom instruction. The revisions would merely 
have teachers teach Darwinism and the scientific evi
dence that supports it, but not treat Darwinism as re
vealed religion that must not be questioned. 

A reading of the revisions turns up no mention of 
God, no mention of a young Earth, no mention of 
the Bible. What they do call for is more information 
in classrooms - a requirement that science teachers 
present both the scientific evidence for Darwinism 
and the scientific evidence against it. 

Stephen Meyer of the Discovery Institute testi
fied that there is a "tremendous amount of criticism 
of the theory that students should be permitted to 
know about." For example, nearly 400 scientists, in
cluding professors at MIT, Rice, and Yale, have 
signed a Discovery Institute statement that questions 
"the ability of random mutation and natural selec
tion to account for the complexity of life." 

Other Darwinian skeptics may be flying under 
the radar. For instance, the April28 issue of the sci
ence journal Nature reported approaching a skepti
cal researcher who declined to be interviewed be
cause he did not want to hurt his chances for tenure. 

To Darwinists, though, the issue is all about reli
gion. Intelligent Design, says Mr. Irigonegaray, is 
"creationism with a new wrapper .... We should not 

Bible lnfonet 
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allow the minority to hijack science education and 
send it back to the 16th century." 

By May 7, the last day of the hearings, the inter
national and national media had departed; the press 
area had empty seats marked "Reuters," "Nightline," 
and "New York Times." Some audience members re
mained true believers: One compared not believing 
in Darwinism with not believing in germ theory. But 
another acknowledged that some scientific break
throughs are denounced by mainstream science but 
turn out to be true. 

Outside, a lone protester was handing out 
bumper stickers that said, "Kansans: not as bigoted 
as you think!" She asked those leaving Memorial 
Hall for a lunch break, "Do you want one of these or 
are you thoroughly indoctrinated?" Since supporters 
of a critical approach to Darwinism say their whole 
point is to oppose indoctrination, her question cut 
both ways. Asked which side she was on, her re
sponse was, "I'm opposed to a theocracy." Given the 
existence of the church of evolution, with Darwin as 
God, that still did not answer the question (Sorry 
about the length of this piece - which is a direct 
quote from World magazine - but the subject matter 
deserves attention ... so, pay attention). 

Iavis' Download 
flOur dear friend Earl Davis often sends timely 

articles clipped from the Chicago Tribune, for which 
we are grateful ("the ox knows his master the ass his 
owners crib"). We delight in giving you once again 
succinct summaries of the pertinent articles sent to 
us so faithfully by our good brother. Thanks Earl, 
and as I have said before so say I now again, Thanks. 

• John Shelby Spong puts his unbelief on display 
in a much too long article printed May 15, 2005. His 
only purpose is to downgrade the Bible. One ex
ample is, "Should a book be called the Word of God 
when it calls for homosexuals to be executed," but 
Doctor Spong fails to give the verse that makes such 
a demand. Is it in the Old Testament, or in the New 
Testament, or in either Testament? The Bible does 
say that the practice of homosexuality is repugnant. 
Does John Shelby Spong disagree? (May 15, 2005). 

• Michael Powell, writing about Phillip Johnson, 
professor emeritus at the University of California 
Berkley, said, "John and his followers, microbiolo
gists and geologists and philosophers, debate in the 
language of science rather than Scripture. They point 
to the complexity of the human cell, with its natural 
motors and miles of coding. They document the 



scant physical evidence for large-scale mutations 
needed to make the long journey from primitive 
prokaryote to modern man. They've inspired a po
litical movement: At least 19 states are considering 
challenges to the teaching of Darwin's theory of evo
lution" (May 27, 2005). The debate rages. It is intel
lectual against intellectual. The advocates of Intelli
gent Design may not commit to an all-powerful and 
eternal making the heavens and the earth and all that 
is in them in six, 24 hour, days but neither can they 
swallow Darwin's evolutionary hypotheses. It is in
teresting and educational ... (May 27, 2005). 

• Mary Schmich (May 25, 2005) argues that gad
getry makes it hard for people to pay attention to 
transcendent things ... like God and eternity. She 
questions, "Who has time for existential questions 
when you're tying to program you Ipod? Can't think 
about death while you're burning a new playlist to 
CD." She may be right. 

• According to a November national Gallup poll, 
"Only about a third of Americans believe that 
Charles Darwin's theory of evolution is a scientific 
theory that has been well supported by evidence, 
while just about as many say that is it just one of the 
many theories that have not been supported by evi
dence." The rest say they don't know. A CBS News 
poll, taken the same month, found that two thirds of 
Americans want creationism taught with evolution in 
the public schools (May 22, 2005). 

• Heather Horiuchi, in an article on church ty
pos in church bulletins, cites the following: "We will 
have a special holiday bingo and dinner on Monday 
evening. You will be given two bingo packs, which 
cover all games played, and your choice of children 
or roast beef for dinner" (May 22, 2005). 

• Kathleen Parker, a columnist who comes up 
with some gems, noted the following: "The slippery 
slope that wasn't supposed to happen once same-sex 
marriage was granted is making Everest jealous. 

• In Massachusetts last week, Gov. Mitt Romney 
was butting heads with same-sex couples over birth 
certificates for their newborns. I'll give you a minute 
to wrap your mind around that concept. 

The problem is that birth certificates as currently 
written reflect archaic notions of procreation, that is, 
involving a mother and father. Thus, gay and lesbian 
parents have asked the state to replace "mother" and 
"father" with Parent A and Parent B. 

And we thought Dr. Seuss was being silly when 
he created Thing One and Thing Two in his "Cat in 
the Hat" series (Aug. 3, 2005). 

• Steve Chapman in an article about Roe vs 
Wade (Aug. 4, 2005) said, "Harvard law professor 
Laurence Tribe, who argued AI Gore's post-election 
case before the U.S. Supreme Court in 2000, has said 
of Roe that 'behind its own verbal smokescreen, the 
substantive judgment on which it rests is nowhere to 
be found.' Even U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg appointed by President Bill Clinton, 
criticized Roe vs. Wade before the count. In 1985, 
she called it an act of 'heavy-handed judicial inter
vention' that 'ventured too far.' [M]ost Americans ... 
favor waiting periods and parental consent for mi
nors ... most Americans think abortion should be 
banned after the first trimester. [I]n a 2003 Gallup 
Poll, 68 percent of Americans said abortion 'should 
be generally illegal' in the second trimester ... " (Ed.'s 
note: still, it is not a matter of polls and opinions, but 
of what the Bible says about making our children 
walk in the fires of Baal.) 

The Saudi Curse 
{9} Dr. Jack Wheeler says, "Saudi Arabia is a pre

eminent example of how God's sense of humor is 
unfathomable to mere human beings. 

A tribe of primitive desert nomads who believe in 
an atavistic religion seize control of a vast sandy 
wasteland under which, completely unknown to 
them, contains more of the critical substance upon 
which ~odern civilization depends than anywhere 
else on earth. 

This makes the nomads impossibly rich without 
doing anything to earn their wealth, which they 
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proceed to spend billions of disseminating around 
the world their religion which is dedicated to de
stroying the civilization that gave them their wealth. 

So now God is patiently waiting for us to get the 
joke and figure a way out of it." 

Satire 
0 (The following is making the rounds, having 

b~en sent out by someone who calls himself 
Dtogenes, but we suspect he is really Ian Fisher. The 
editorial note by .r.rJL" lends a note of credibility to the 
claim that it is the first draft for a story in the New 
York Trmes. Anyway, here it is:) 

C~SAREA PHILIPPI (20 Kislev). Yesterday's 
surprtse announcement that doctrinal hardliner Jesus 
of Nazareth had been anointed "messiah" provoked 
mixed reactions in the diverse and sometimes frac
tious Israelite community, ranging from cautious 
disappointment to frank despair. 

"I see it as a missed opportunity;" said Herodias 
Schneidkopf, a Galilean incest-rights activist. "Many 
of us were hoping for someone more open to leader
ship roles for women and more appreciative of our 
experience. I don't feel valued." 

Respected archpriest Caiaphas Bar Nun agreed. 
"Above all, the messiah should be a good listener. 
How can we as a faith community keep credibility 
a_mong the youth of today if we cling to every jot and 
ttttle of an outmoded social code while thousands 
die of leprosy and hunger? Today's highly educated 
Judahite community isn't satisfied with the old an
swers. I'm afraid it's a missed opportunity." 

Even some members of the Messiah's personal 
entourage expressed misgivings. The Rev J .E. 
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"Dimples" Iscariot, SJ., a media consultant did not . , 
hide his regret. ''A missed opportunity, I'm afraid. We 
in the Society of Judas traditionally enjoy a special 
relationship to the messiah, but we'll find this choice 
very hard to explain to gays and lesbians - I mean, 
of course, to gomorrhaists and sodomitesses - as 
~ell as to the divorced and the marginalized. Why 
JUSt the other day I saw 300 denarii, which might 
have been used to help find a cure for leprosy, squan
dered on wholly unnecessary ritual excesses." 

Fighting the spread of leprosy is a vexed issue 
among contemporary Palestinians. Most polls show 
Israelites widely ignore official teachings on ethical 
matters, preferring to follow their own conscience. 
Some see Jesus' moral conservatism as a rigidity that 
l~ads to disfigurement and death in at-risk popula
bons- and that may ultimately doom his movement 
to irrelevance. 
. . "Yesterday's unction was an opportunity missed," 
tnststed real-estate broker Sapphira Glass. "Today's 
young professionals don't find their own experience 
r~flected in a one-size-fits-all morality that limits op
tions and encodes patriarchal bias. I mean, sacrificing 
one's newborns to Moloch is a tragic but often neces
sary choice, and many of us find the language of apos
tasy alienating and judgmental." [NIT copyeditor's 
note: Need some quote from supporter- J.L.] 

"It all comes down to power," countered maver
ick theologian Fr. Richard Maccabeus, retired profes-
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sor of applied autology, who pointed out that the suc
cessful candidate had almost no pastoral experience. 
"What we're seeing is a right-wing restorationist fan
tasy in its death throes. Intelligent Israelites aren't 
buying. We want to be heard. We want someone who 
speaks not with authority but like us academics - I 
mean, of course, like the scribes and the pharisees. 
One can only call it a missed opportunity." 

The Procurator of Judea was unavailable for 
comment. 

True or lalse 
$First Things (August/September 2005) quoted 

Kenneth Collins, a professor at Asbury Theological 
Seminary, as saying, "In recent decades, 
evangelicalism has been further torn by heated dis
putes over the 'inerrancy' of the Bible, meaning that 
the Scriptures, at least in their original texts, are lit
erally true in all matters they address, including 
chronology, biology, and geography. Collins suggests 
the 'battle for the Bible' is over, with 40 percent of 
the members of the Evangelic~l Theological Society 
having abandoned the doctrine of inerrancy. 

Reading this brought to my mind a statement by 
Albert Barnes: 

By attempting to make the facts of Scripture 
accord with the prevalent notions of philoso
phy, and by applying a mode of interpretation 
to the Bible which would fritter away its mean
ing, and make it mean anything or nothing at 
pleasure. In these, and in various other ways, 
people have corrupted the Word of God; and 
of all the evils which Christianity has ever sus
tained in this world, the worst have been those 
which it has received from philosophy, and 
from those teachers who have corrupted the 
Word of God. The fires of persecution it could 
meet, and still be pure; the utmost efforts of 
princes, and monarchs, and of Satan to destroy 
it, it has outlived, and has shone purely and 
brightly amidst all these efforts; but, when cor
rupted by philosophy, and by "science falsely 
so called," it has been dimmed in its luster, 
paralyzed in its aims, and shorn of its power, 
and has ceased to be mighty in pulling down 
the strong holds of Satan's kingdom. Accord
ingly, the enemy of God has ceased to excite 
persecution, and now aims in various ways to 
corrupt the gospel by the admixture of phi
losophy, and of human opinions. Tyndale ren
ders this passage, "For we are not as many are 
which choppe [chop 1 and chaunge [change 1 
with the word of God" - an idea which is 
important and beautiful ..• (from Barnes' 
Notes- commenting on 2 Cor. 2:17). 

Segregation 
OA proposed new subdivision in Lubbock will 

require homeowners to pass criminal background 
checks and no convicted sex offenders will be al
lowed. 

Buying a Jar of Nothing 
ClAn eBay seller asked for bids on a one-quart Ma

son jar, which the seller claimed contained air that was 
captured at the Hollywood premiere for "Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith," starring Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie. 

The bidding was up to $510.00 when the folks at 
eBay removed the item. Aw, shucks! 

Well, at least, it wasn't holy water - no telling 
how much a quart of that would cost. 

New look 
OW. Bradford Wilcox, University of Chicago 

Press, has written a book, Soft Patriarchs, New Men. 
Charlotte Allen reviewed the book. We re-print a tiny 
portion of the review because it should be of interest 
to those who love God and truth. 

In the imaginations of feminists and their admir
ers in the media and intelligentsia, there lurks a kind 
of bogeyman - the conservative Christian man - a 
neanderthalic creature who, if he does not regularly 
beat his wife black-and-blue in the name of God, at 
least keeps her in her proper place, the kitchen, pref
erably shoe-less and perpetually gestating. 

We see this monster in Margaret Atwood's novel 
The Handmaid,s Tale, where a theocratic patriarchy 
forbids women to read books, and we see him in the 
movie Kinsey, in which the future sexologist's pomp
ous, teetotaling, Bible-wielding father (played by the 
massive-browed John Lithgow) cows his wife at the 
dinner table and disowns his son for daring to attend 
a different college from the one where dad teaches. 

We hear the evangelical Promise Keepers move
ment denounced by Patricia Ireland of the National 
Organization for Women as a "feel-good form of male 
supremacy" designed to "keep women in the back 
seat." And when the Southern Baptists issued a state
ment in 1998 affirming the father's headship of the 
family as defined in the New Testament letters of Paul 
of Tarsus, we heard journalists Cokie Roberts and 
Steve Roberts warning the nation that this sort of 
thing could "lead to abuse, both physical and emo
tional." 

Soft Patriarchs, New Men by W. Bradford Wilcox, 
a young sociologist of religion at the University of 
Virginia, is a study of the actual surveyed attitudes and 
practices of the married men of the so-called ·religious 
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right" that turns this stereotype on its head. Wilcox 
reports that Christian conservative fathers, at least the 
ones who attend church frequently, are actually far 
more affectionate with and emotionally invested in 
their wives and children than are their counterparts 
among either mainline Protestants or the unchurched. 
They are patriarchs, says Wilcox, with a "traditional, 
authority-minded approach to parenting, but they are 
soft patriarchs. Wilcox concludes that Christian con
servative fathers display many of the qualities of the 
sensitive, thoroughly domesticated "iconic new man" 
whom the feminists lionize. 

Well, anyhow, it's a start ... suggest we re-read 
Ephesians 6:1-4. 

Intelligent Design 
@AP -The Kansas Board of Education voted 6-

4 Tuesday (Aug. 9, 2005) to include greater criticism 
of evolution in its school science standards, but it de
cided to send the standards to an outside academic 
for review before taking a final vote. 

The Kansas school system was ridiculed around 
th.e country in 1999 when the board deleted most 
references to evolution. The system later reversed 
course, but the language favored by the board Tues
day comes from advocates of intelligent design. The 
intelligent design concept holds that some features of 
the natural world are best explained by an unspeci
fied intelligent cause. Evolution is a fundamental sci
entific theory that species evolved over millions of 
years through natural selection. 

The standards are used in developing state tests 
for fourth, seventh and 1 O'h-graders, though local 
schools have the final say on what is taught in their 
classrooms. Students will be tested on the new stan
dards in the 2007-08 school year. 

The board is expected to vote on final approval 
of the standards in October. 

(Ed.'s note: Intelligent design .. . well, o.k . ... 
what about the oxymoron of "unintelligent design?" 
just wondering.) FF 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Some of my friends say that preachers 
should not be addressed by unscriptural titles. 

Why should they be addressed by titles at all? If the 
preacher is the only "Brother" in the congregation, 
isn't he as apt to be tempted by pride as if he were 
called Rabbi, Father or Master (compare Matt. 23:1-
12)? 

Answer: Yes, certainly! Any title of honor or ren spect reserved in usage only for preachers is a 
violation of the spirit and intent of Matthew 23:8-
12, even if the title itself is not listed there. And there 
is no question but that "Brother" is frequently so 
used among us. 

"Brother" is a good and acceptable title of respect 
if it is used uniformly for all male Christians, or at least 
for all with whom we do not feel sufficiently close to 
use their first names. If we find ourselves speaking of 
four Christians saying, "Bill," "Mr. Smith," "Mr. 
Jones," but "Brother Brown," when "Brother Brown" 
is the preacher, we are using a religious title in an 
unscriptural way. Fp 
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Game 
by David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premillenialism, 
rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the king
dom coming or is it here already? Will some be left 
behind? Get your Bible and get the facts as you 
study this timely subject. Thirteen chapters with 
questions. 0929540395, pback, 154 pgs. 

$8.95 plus 3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% 
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-Georgia- Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. ·(281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 Directory 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:~~ ••• 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

-Missouri-

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jpropbet@quik.com 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Oklahoma-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 
Spanish.) 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223· 
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. {1h mi. east of 1-35) 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Oklahoma City - Pumam City Church of 
373-5583 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, -Virginia -

AI b 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. . h d H k' d Ch h f Ch · - a ama- Ric mon - op IDS Roa urc 0 rast, 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- South Carolina _ 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., Greer-GreerChurch of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Crah, minister. (864) 
available 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

Blue- Church of Christ, 4302 FM 696 West, 
Lexington 78947 (P.O. Box 1141, Elgin 78621. 
(512) 273-2141. churchofchristbluetexas.org 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- minister. 

4050 --=~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 8~4-180~ •••• 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol end wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol end J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket·sized book, 3" x S'ta•. 
paperback, 205 pgs .• RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q,uestions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lee· 
lures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions Involve conlroversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

Thi s classic, pocket-s ized book 
(3~"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$2.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
·Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and Its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Strong Drink 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

I n a society where many people engage in social 
and some in binge drinking, the ills of alcoholic 
beverages can easily be overlooked. Past genera

tions of religious people in the United States who op
posed drinking differ from those in the present age 
who have softened their attitude toward imbibing 
various kinds of liquors. 

The warning in Proverbs 20:1 against strong 
drink should be accepted by all Christians: 

Wine is a mocker. 
Intoxic~ting drink arouses brawling, 
And whoever is led astray by it is not w1se 

(NKJV). 
Drinkers are not wise because of the contents of 

liquors, the results of drinking, the effect on society, 
and the eternal consequences. 

Contents of liquors 

Besides alcohol, "spirits" of liquor contain a myriad of 
compounds, called "congeners." "They include meth
anol, ethyl acetate, methyl ethyl ketone, histamines, 
prostaglandins, and even - pay attention, you guys 
who think that real men booze it up - plant hor
mones, or phyotostrogens, which generate men
breasts and other feminine characteristics in men who 
drink too much" (Bob Ebisch, Sky, Aug. 2005, p. 68). 

These are just a few of the ingredients fo und in 
wines, beers, and other liquors. According to Ebisch, 
"Scientists have measured thousands of different 

congeners in a single liquor depending on how far 
down to the parts per million or parts per trillion 
they're willing to look" (p. 68). 

Consequences 

The body was not created to absorb alcohol. '~leo
hoi needs no help from congeners to make us miser
able. Water-soluble, the alcohol stampedes for those 
parts of the body with the highest concentration. 
The brain sucks it up like a sponge, and within 90 
seconds after the first drink the alcohol is already 
starting to cross the blood-brain barrier, where the 
fun begins" (p. 68). 

Alcohol continues to influence a person long af
ter it enters the body. Someone too drunk to drive at 
2:00a.m. may not be alcohol-free until 7:00p.m. 

The liver turns alcohol into acetaldehyde, which 
is toxic then turns it into acetic acid which is vinegar, 
and "pickles" the drinker. If the liver is flooded with 
more alcohol than it can metabolize, unconverted ac
eta ldehyde, a poison, builds up causing "heart ar
rhythmia, palpitations, facial palpitations, palpita
tions, flushing, dizziness, and nausea" (p. 70) .. 

When unable to remove the alcohol, the kidneys 
remove water with its vitamins and minerals. Be
cause of this, blood pressure in the brain is lowered, 
dehydrating the brain, and resulting in lactic acid 
build up causing next day hangover. Lactic acid in
hibits the ability of muscles to contract and is trouble 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Thoughts on Creation 
"The heavens declare the glory of God, 

the firmament showeth his handiwork ••• " 

By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T his statement is based on the writings 
of the American Presbyterian theolo
gian Charles Hodge (1797-1878), Sys

tematic Theology, published by Wm. B. Eerd
mans Publishing Company, a ltho ugh some of 
our remarks are based on information not avail
able to Hodge. 

Basic Maxims 

"In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth" (Gen. 1:1). 

The universe is not eternal. 
The universe was not formed out of existing matter or out of 

the substance of God, but was created out of nothing, 1 proving the 
absolute supremacy of God. (The Creator is a lways greater than 
the thing created.) 

Creation was not necessary, but was the deliberate choice of 
God. 

The world began to be. 
Creation was an act of God's freewill. The Creator is self-suffi

cient and needs nothing outside of himself for his own well-being 
and happiness. 2 

Immediate and Mediate Creation 

Creation was immediate and procreation is mediate. The first oak 
tree was immediate; the second came from an acorn and was me
diate. The first humans were immediate; their offspring were me
diate.3 There must be something to begin with. There must be 
matter, forces, life, and living organisms. To account for these we 
are forced to accept the Bible doctrine of immediate creation out 
of nothing by the irresistible power of God.4 

According to the obvious interpretation of the first chapter of 
Genesis, the work of creation was accomplished in six days. 

The description of creation given in the Bible confirms that the 
cosmos came into being by the awesome power and sovereign will 
of a limitless Creator - or God. The nature of God's creation af
firms his kindness and benevolence; his holiness and justice. 

God said, Let there be light, and there was light (Gen. 1:3}. 

By the word of Jehovah were the heavens made, and all the 
host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the 



waters of the sea together as a heap: He layeth up the deeps 
in store-houses. Let all the earth fear jehovah: let all the in
habitants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spake, and 
it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast (Ps. 33:6-9). 

Thou art jehovah, even thou alone; thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth 
and all things that are thereon, the seas and all that is in them, 
and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven 
worshippeth thee (Neh. 9:6). 

[F]or in him were all things created, in the heavens and 
upon the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things 
have been created through him, and unto him; and he is be
fore all things, and in him all things consist (Col. 1: 16-17). 

Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the 
glory and the honor and the power: for thou didst create all 
things, and because of thy will they were, and were created 
(Rev. 4:11). 

By faith we understand that the worlds have been framed 
by the word of God, so that what is seen hath not been made 
out of things which appear (Heb. 11:3). 

If there is no creation, there is no God. But if the universe was 
called into being out of nothing, then there must be an 
extramundane and Supreme Being to whom it owes its existence. 

God is "The Eternal" who made the universe out of nothing. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting 
to everlasting, thou art God (Ps. 90:2). 

Of old didst thou lay the foundation of the earth; and the 
heavens are the work of thy hands (Ps. 102:25). 

And now, Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with 
the glory which I had with thee before the world was Oohn 
17:5). 

The God of the Bible is a supernatural Being, existing out of 
and before the world, absolutely independent of it, its creator, pre
server, and governor; he is therefore greater than nature and the 
laws of nature. 

"Out of nothing comes nothing" may mean there can be no ef
fect without a cause. In that sense it expresses a self-evident truth 
that is consistent with the doctrine of creation. The doctrine of 
creation does not suppose that the world exists without a cause, or 
comes from nothing. It assigns a perfectly adequate cause for its 
existence in the will of an Almighty Intelligent Being. 

Design of Creation 
Why did God create the world? The only satisfactory method of 
determining the question is by appealing to the scriptures, which 
teach: 

1. The knowledge of God is eternal life. 
2. The knowledge of God is the source of all holiness and 

blessedness to rational creatures. 
3. The Bible declares this to be the purpose of the universe as a 

whole. 
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4. The highest good is that God should be 
known. 

5. God has revealed himself in nature and in the 
Bible. 

Bible Account of Creation 
The three methods of interpreting the Genesis ac
count of creation are: historical, allegorical, and 
mythical. The historical character of the Bible record 
of creation is favored by the following consider
ations: 

1. It claims to be historical. 
2. It is appropriate to the historical method. 
3. It is confirmed by Bible statements. 
4. It lies at the foundation of the·whole plan of 

redemption. 
The objections to the Genesis account of creation 

are generally critical, astronomical, or geological. 
The critical objections include the claim that 

there are two inharmonious accounts of the creation 
of man (Gen. 1:26-27 and 2:7, 18-24). "The two ac
counts are not inconsistent; one is a concise state
ment of the creation of man, and the other is a fuller 
account of the manner of its occurrence" (Hodge). 
Another critical objection is that Moses got his infor
mation from mundane sources that are not always in 
agreement. It is said that God is sometimes called Je
hovah (an English translation of the unpronounce
able Hebrew word YHVH) and at other times he is 
called Elohim). From this it is deduced that Moses 
had at least two accounts of creation passed down to 
him. Using different Hebrew words to describe God 
does not necessarily justify the fabricated conclusion 
the objectors make. (Incidentally, copies of the as
sumed "sources" have not been found). Inasmuch as 
the creation of the heavens and earth and all that is 
in them took place before man was created, there 
were no human eye-witnesses to immediate creation, 
thought it was witnessed by angels. Professor John 
W. McGarvey often demonstrated in his writings the 
purely imaginary nature of the incorrect assumption 
that Moses wrote from multiple sources, which is 
sometimes called "the Wellhausen hypothesis," and 
which is unproven. The Bible says that God revealed 
information to Moses, which alone accounts for: his 
amazing knowledge of original creation. 

The astronomical objections are: (1) The Genesis 
account of creation assumes that our earth is the cen
ter of the universe, and the sun, moon, and stars are 
its satellites;5 (2) light was created and the alterna
tion between day and night established before the 
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creation of the sun; and (3) the visible heavens are 
represented as a solid expanse. The first of these ob
jections fails to take into account that humans in
stinctively form their language according to apparent 
and not absolute truth. They speak of the sun as ris
ing and setting; of its running its course through the 
heaven, although they know that this is only appar
ently and not really true. The second objection fails 
to take into account that light may exist independent 
of the sun and moon. Physicists have shown that it is 
possible to transform matter into energy and energy 
into matter and have thus broken down the classical 
distinction between the two concepts. When dealing 
with a large number of phenomena, however, such as 
motion, the behavior of liquids and gases, and heat, 
scientists find it simpler and more convenient to 
treat matter and energy as separate entities. 6 It is also 
speculated by some scientists that energy may be 
transformed into light and light into energy. If this is 
true, then light is the basic building component of 
both energy and matter. Also, there is a difference in 
earth time and space time, just as there is a difference 
in earth weight and space weight. It is not possible to 
have darkness and light in the same place at the same 
time. The Creator's separation between darkness 
and light may have been synthetic in anticipation of 
later light and darkness, "for seasons, and for days 
and years." If it was anticipatory, it could have mim
icked the coming timeframe of evening and morning, 
and have been therefore 24 hour periods in earth 
time. 

The geological objection is mainly based on the 
fact that the Genesis record of creation suggests a 
young earth and geologists say it has been in exist-
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ence for countless ages, but this fails to take relativity 
into account (we are still learning about relativity 
and often adjusting our concepts when additional in
formation· brings better understanding). It is postu
lated by some credible scientists that billions of years 
of space time could conceivably be folded into one 
twenty-four hour day of earth-time. 

Anyway, Moses got his information directly from 
Jehovah at Mount Sinai and that should be sufficient 
to quell all objections. Theologian Charles Hodge 
wisely said: 

As the Bible is of God, it is certain that there 
can be no conflict between the teaching of the 
Scriptures and the facts of science. It is not 
facts, but with theories, believers have to con
tend. Many such theories have, from time to 
time, been presented, apparently or really in
consistent with the Bible. But these theories 
have either proved to be false, or to harmo
nize with the Word of God, properly inter
preted. 

james D. Dana, Stillman Professor of Geology 
and Natural History in Yale College wrote, in his 
book Manual of Geology, p. 743: 

The cosmogony of modern science teaches 
that the universe, " the heavens and the 
earth," was first in a chaotic or gaseous state. 
The process of its development included the 
following steps: (1.) Activity begun, - light 
an immediate result. (2.) The earth made an 
independent sphere. (3.) Outlining of the land 
and' 'water; determining the earth's general 
configuration. (4.) The idea of life in the low
est plants, and afterwards, if not contempora
neously, in· the lowest or systemless animals, 
or Protozoans. (5 .) The energizing light of the 
sun shining on the earth - an essential pre
liminary to the display of the systems of life. 
(6.) Introduction of the systems of life. (7.) In
troduction of· mammals the highest order of 
the vertebrates, - the class after-wards to be 
dignified by including a being of moral and 
intellectual nature. (8.) Introduction of man. 

Professor Dana also says: 
The order of events in the Scripture cos
mogony corresponds essentially with that 
which has been given. There was first a void 
and formless earth: this was literally true of 
the "heavens and the earth," if they were in 
the condition of a gaseous fluid. The succes
sion is as follows: 

1. Light. 
2. The dividing of the waters below from the 

waters above the earth (the word translated waters 
may mean fluid). 

3. The dividing of the land and water on the 
earth. 

4. Vegetation; which Moses, appreciating the 
philosophical characteristic of the new creation dis
tinguishing it from previous inorganic substances, 
defines as that "which had seed in itself." 

5. The sun, moon, and stars. 
6. The lower animals, those that swarm in the 

waters, and the creeping and flying species of the 
land. 

7. Beasts of prey ("creeping" here meaning 
prowling). 

8. Man. 

1 It is an axiom of logic that "out of nothing comes nothing." God is 
eternal and has always existed. He made the universe, but made it out 
of nothingness. It is an expression of his soverign power. Only an eter
nal being could create something out of nothing. Creation is an affirma
tion of the sovereignty and supremacy of God. 
2 Rom. 11 :33-36i "0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
the knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past tracing out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or 
who hath been his counsellor? or who hath first given to him, and it 
shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, 
and unto him, are all things. To him be the glory for ever. Amen." 
l Ps. 139:14-16: "I will give thanks unto thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: Wonderful are thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well. My frame was not hidden from thee, when I was made in se
cret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes 
did see mine unformed substance; and in thy book they were all writ
ten, even the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was 
none of them." 
4 In 1996; the Free Press published a book by Lehigh University bio
chemist and intelligent design advocate Michael Behe called Darwin's 
Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution. The book's central 
thesis is that many biological systems are "irreducibly complex" at the 
molecular level. Behe gives the following definition of irreducible com
plexity: 
"By irreducibly complex I mean a single system composed of several 
well-matched, interacting parts that contribute to the basic function, 
wherein the removal of any one of the parts causes the system to effec
tively cease functioning. An irreducibly complex system cannot be pro
duced· directly (that is, by continuously improving the initial function, 
which.continues to work by the same mechanism) by slight, successive 
modifications of a precursor system, because any precursor to an irre
ducibly complex system that is missing a part is by definition nonfunc
tional. An irreducibly complex biological system, if there is such a thing, 
would be a powerful challenge to Darwinian evolution" (p. 39). 
s There is a modern theory of some astronomy scientists that the uni
verse, like the earth, is in the shape of a ball. If this is true, any given 
point on the ball could seem to be its center with all else surrounding it, 
though not necessarily revolving around it. 
6 The theory of relativity, developed primarily by German American 
physicist Albert Einstein, is the basis for later demonstration by physi
cists of the essential unity of matter and energy, of space and time, and 
of the forces of gravity and acceleration. Both the Newtonian theory of 
gravitation and the Einstein theory of relativity have been revised and 
improved by more recent research, which help to resolve questions 
abour starlight and time. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Strong Drink 
(conti11ued 0 11 from page 1) 

for the brain because, " turbocharged neutrons are 
still at it, amplifying the sensory processing of li ght 
and sound (which accounts for the dripping faucet 
that sounds like a cannon). If you really tie one on, 
your brain gets even with you by adding tremors, de
pression, anxiety, irritability and cranked-up sweat 
glands" (p. 70). 

Solomon's discussion of the effects of alcohol on 
drinkers is just as descriptive (Prov. 23 :29-35) 

Other substances associated with liquor intake 
include the following: 

0:• Built up levels of immunoglobulin-£, an anti
body which give rise to allergies that cause running 
nose and weeping eyes even in moderate drinkers. 

•> Methanol, a poi'son, becomes formic acid , a 
substance that breaks down into fo rmaldehyde, an 
embalming agent. 

-:.Butanol, which night be the major agent that 
causes hangovers. 

0:• Histamines, which are found in bee ts, cham
pagne, and at the highest levels in red wines, that 
also ear cause snuffles. 

A wise person will be warned and avoid the con
sequences of taking liquors into his body. 

EHects on Society 

Russia, like other nations, is an example of suffering 
and problems caused by excessive drinking. The 
mortality rate there is equal to African countries 
where HIV/AIDS is epidemic. Some experts attribute 
this to excessive use of alcohol. 

Productivity has declined in Russia because of al
cohol use. "The decline in productivity in the 1990s 
coincided with the liberalization of the alcohol in
dustry, the decline of the real price of alcohol and, 
the result, the growth of alcohol consumption" 
(Daria Khalturina and Andrei Korotayv, Inc Moscow 
June, Friday, July 15, 2005, p. 8). 

Mikhail Gorbachev in a campaign lowered the 
death rate in Russia 12 percent among men and 7 
among women (1984-1 987) by a 27 percent de
crease of alcohol use in Russia. More recently, in
creased drinking has taken its toll. ''About one third 
of all deaths in Russia are the direct or indirect result 
of alcohol, which contributes to more than 700,000 
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deaths per year. 
"Alcohol consti tutes a real threat to natio nal se

curity. Between 1990 and 200 1, it played a part in 
the deaths of 7 million people, which exceeds the 
number of deaths from terrori st attacks outside 
Chechnya by several thousands times" (p. 8) . 

Not only are deaths in Russia directly attributed 
to stro ng drink, but there are also side effects. "An
other consequence o f vodka intox ication is unsafe 
and aggressive behavior. As a result, Russia has a 
high murder, suicide and alcohol-poisoning rates and 
a large number of alcohol -related accidents, drown
ing and deaths by fire. Eighty-three percent of mur
ders and more than 60 percent of murder victims are 
drunk when the crime is co mmitted. About 60 per
cent of suicide attempts in Russia are also performed 
by drunk people" (p 8). 

All societies suffer similar problems where drink
ing is heavy. 

Eternal Destiny 

Paul stated that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God which along with drunkards, in
cludes fornica tors, idolaters, adulterers, and 
sodomites (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Drunkenness is included 
in the works of the flesh that will keep people from 
inheriting the kingdom of God (Gal. 5 :9-21). 

Alcoholism is a more serious problem than most 
people think, not only because of what it does to so
ciety and those who drink, but also because it can 
negatively help to determine their eternal destiny. 

Conclusion 

Christians should not be influenced by society to en
gage in its sinful excesses, but rather they should 
avoid the use of physical stimulants that harm the 
body. "For we have spent enough of our past lifetime 
in doing the will of the Gentiles - when we walked 
in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drink
ing parties, and abo minable idolatries. In regard to 

these they think it strange that you do not run with 
them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil 
of you" (1 Pet. 4:3-4, NKJV). 
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Dealing With False Teachers 
By Cecil May 

False doctrine is a genuine threat to the church. It 
must not be overlooked or lightly dismissed. It 
can disrupt the unity for which Christ prayed 

Uohn 17:21).1t can overthrow the faith of the hearer 
(2 Tim. 2:18). It can be so corrupting of the very heart 
of the gospel that it can cause the proclaimer of it to be 
totally accursed from Christ (Gal. 1:7-9). 

Jesus himself warned, "Beware of false prophets, 
who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves" (Matt. 7: 15). 

Some of the books in the New Testament were 
written wholly to refute a specific false doctrine or to 
warn of the danger of certain false teachers. See, for 
example, Galatians, Colossians, 1 John, 2 Peter, and 
Jude. With such a New Testament emphasis on the 
subject, it would be foolish indeed to deprecate or 
brush aside the dangers of false teaching. 

There is, however, more than one way to deal 
with false teaching, depending upon one's immediate 
purpose and the need. 

Sometimes there is a need to publicly expose a 
false teacher, to warn weaker brethren of men who 
would turn them away from truth. At other times, 
there may be a need to fortify brethren with teaching 
or indoctrination regarding a particular false doc
trine to keep them from being affected by it. On 
other occasions, the need may be to try to convert 
the false teacher or to persuade the unlearned or the 
uncommitted who may be under the false teacher's 
influence. Not all false teachers are deliberate de
ceivers. Many of them are themselves honestly mis
taken. Pure motives do not make error into truth. 
But they do dictate a different approach in dealing 
with the teacher. 

Public Exposure of the Heretic 

Some feel there is never an occasion to publicly ex
pose a particular false teacher. A brother once in
sisted that all such attempts amounted solely to 
"church politics" and "unchristian power plays." 
However, some men have persisted in false teaching 
so insidiously and have become so dangerous that 
they do need to be exposed before the brotherhood. 
Men who will pretend to be one thing when they are 

something else, or who will use the support of faith
ful churches to undermine the very faith of the 
churches who support them, need to be exposed. 

Inspired men sometimes publicly exposed false 
teachers in the epistles they wrote to churches in 
given cities or areas. Paul warned to Galatians 
against the Judaizers, and although he does not men
tion them by name, he obviously has specific indi
viduals known to the Galatians in mind (see Gal. 
4: 17). Paul warned against Hymenaeus and Philetus 
(2 Tim. 2:17-18) and Alexander (1 Tim. 1:20). Jude 
warned in sure and clarion tones of certain false 
teachers whose identity was obviously known to 
those he wrote. 

It seems, however, that marking and rejecting 
one who teaches false doctrine to the dividing of the 
church is to be done as a last resort, after attempts to 
teach him and exhort him have been made and re
jected. ''As for a person who stirs up division, after 
warning him once and then twice, have nothing 
more to do with him" (Titus 3:10). 

Although Paul marked and warned publicly 
against such men as Hymenaeus and Alexander, I 
cannot believe that the first time they were aware of 
Paul's difference with them was when they read it in 
1 Timothy. 

There is a difference between the refutation of 
false teaching, which can certainly be done publicly 
anytime, and the naming and exposing of a person or 
congregation as unfaithful and unworthy of being 
supported or heard. When the latter must be done, it 
should be preceded by attempts to teach and per
suade and win. Certainly it should be preceded by 
enough personal contact that no doubt exists that 
there is real heresy involved and not just a misunder
standing. Some brethren are prone to being misun
derstood. They need to speak with greater clarity. 
Some brethren are given to misunderstanding what 
other brethren say. They need to learn to listen, 
without prejudice or bias. 
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Indoctrination of the Faithful 

Teaching against false doctrine in such a way as to 
confirm faithful brethren and churches in the truth is 
also, often, an appropriate thing to do. Again, Bible 
writers often did this. Paul warned the Colossian 
brethren, "See to it that no one takes you captive by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
world, and not according to Christ" (Col. 2:8}. Paul 
labeled the doctrine he was dealing with as "vain de
ceit" and "traditions of men." 

While this is often helpful and needed, however, 
it is still a different thing from attempting to teach 
the person who is himse lf in error, or who, having 
been exposed to the error, is not yet sure of the 
truth. When the purpose is to fortify and warn breth
ren who already know the truth, it is appropriate to 
speak very concretely, emphasizing that the issue has 
been settled. It may even be appropriate to use labels 
for the doctrine that is being refuted, or for the 
people who are teach ing the doctrine. Phrases like 
"this erroneous doctrine", and "this seditious her
esy," might be used. Reference to the position held 
by faithful preachers in whom the brethren have 
confidence may also help. None of these tactics are 
always wrong. Even, however, in indoctrinating 
brethren, these tactics should not be a substitute for 
reason and scripture. 

Winning the Honestly Mistaken 

My point, however, in this response is that those tac
tics are often self-defeating when our purpose is ac
tually to change the mind of one who is in error, or 
who is in danger of being affected by error. 

I am not saying no one should ever be exposed. I 
am not saying doctrines should never be described 
with pejorative adjectives or ~et forth in terms signi
fy ing abso lute certainty. I am saying that when the 
aim is to teach or win the uncommitted, it is often 
counterproductive to do so. 

In dealing with people ho nestly mistaken, it is 
important to approach the matter as we ourselves 
would wan t to be approached if we were in error. 
Because we are asking the other person to have an 
open mind, then we ought to approach the matter as 
though our mind is also open. We should be careful 
not to give the impress ion that we have all knowl
edge and he needs only to listen to us. We should 
rather make it clear that we are willing to listen to 
him, and even recognize that we might learn some 
things from him. This does not mean that we have to 
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be soft or wishy-washy in our convictions. It is sim
ply a matter of common courtesy in discussion, and 
it helps to open the mind of the people with whom 
the discussion is being held. It makes a favorable re
sponse and a changed mind more likely. 

I have seen people led astray by false teachers 
who were allowed to peddle their heresy too long 
without exposure, but I have also seen promising, 
honest, inquiring men driven into exile, and some
times into error and sectarianism, by being "ex
posed" too soon for errors they were not even sure 
themselves that they held. And I have seen brethren 
who loved the Lord and wanted to be true to his 
word turned against the truth and against the very 
idea of exposing error and false teachers by those 
who used harsh and impatient tactics in their battle 
with error. I am not proposing we give up the battle 
against error. I am proposing we use tactics more 
likely to win souls from error. I am proposing we aim 
to win people instead of aiming just to drive wedges. 

There are things that I myself have taught in the 
past that I now know to have been mistaken. Even 
though none of them were, as I now perceive it, of 
great significance, nevertheless I regret deeply having 
taught error and I am gratefu l to those who were pa
tient enough and interested enough in my welfare to 
show me the right way. 

When we are dealing with honest men who have 
proven themselves to be sound and committed to the 
authority of the scriptures and of Christ, but whom 
we believe to be mistaken, we should apply persua
sion befo re we apply pressure. A man must have 
room to maneuver in order to turn around. We make 
a mistake when we prematurely back a man against a 
wall, if what we want is to turn him around. 

We argue that denominational preachers should 
not be bound by their creeds or disciplines or manu
als, but led rather by the Bible, the word of God. 
Similarly we should not let our doctrines be deter
mined by what the editor of our favorite (or most 
feared) paper or journal says. Our convictions must 
be formed on a proper study of the word of God it
se lf. Let's urge that, and assist one another in that 
process, and allow time for it while we work with 
one another on it. 5345 Atlanta Hwy. 
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That Good Part 
By P. w. Anderson 

Blessed art they which do hunger and thirst af
ter righteousness; for they shall be filled." 
In our society, women have assumed count

less demanding positions traditionally held by men. 
A survey of any local community will reveal capable 
lawyers, bankers, professors, physicians and numer
ous other responsible and highly educated female 
professionals. Some of these are Christians. Many 
more are diligently searching for the truth amid a 
confusing landscape of denominationalism and sec
tarianism. 

They are seeking a deeper purpose to their lives 
while they contend with the complications of balanc
ing career and family in an increasingly dichotomous 
world which threatens to exclude one in favor of an
other. Their dilemma is not a new one; surely, the 
Debras and Lydias of the ancient world faced similar 
pressures. 

Are these modern women receiving appropriate 
religious instruction or alienating and unscriptural 
castigation? 

Are they hearing the plea to turn from sin to the 
pure light of the gospel, or are they being asked to 
sacrifice their careers and bury their talents to con
form to misguided traditionalist dogma regarding 
the role of women in the home? Is there a difference 
in how we teach women and how we teach men? 
Should there be a difference? Are we encouraging 
our members to pursue the deep study of God's 
word regardless of their age, social circumstance, or 
sex? Have we compromised our standards of accept
able knowledge in favor of acceptable service? 

A Disclaimer 

In addressing this issue, it is neither our purpose or 
intent to condone recent movements advocating 
leadership roles for women in the church or in the 
assembly. Such activities have been clearly addressed 
by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:34 and 1 Timothy 2:12. 
No serious student of God's word can respond in 
any other way but obey these definitive injunctions. 

This discussion seeks to draw attention to the per
sonal scholarship of the individual woman. Paul wrote 
by inspiration, "Study to shew thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 

This positive assignment has no sexual discrimi
nation; it is the duty of all Christians everywhere to 
study God's word with diligence. 

The Christian woman receives no special benefit 
from instruction that slights intellectual stimulation 
in favor of crafts and social commentary. If such 
were the case, surely more men would incorporate a 
craft interlude into their Bible workshops. 

Women are under the same mandate to redeem 
their time on this earth as the men. The priority for 
both is to grow in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

Assuredly our earthly roles vary and many of our 
responsibilities differ. Definitely, our family positions 
are defined into divergent areas, still the responsibility 
to learn and in turn, to teach, falls to all Christians. 

We should not hamper the complete develop
ment of fully half the brotherhood by condoning 
substandard Bible education to any member. 

Home lnstrudion 

Let us not discount the importance of the training and 
tutelage of the Godly woman. It is enjoined by in
spired writ, and upon it hangs the future of the Chris
tian home. Nevertheless, lessons regarding appropri
ate feminine conduct, mannerly deportment, modest 
dress and the duties of wife and mother are more ap
propriately addressed within the domestic sphere. 

The adult woman professional who seeks reli
gious enlightenment will find little solace in such in
struction if undertaken in the guise of Bible study; 
and will depart still thirsty for the living waters that 
could give her the rest she seeks. Let us teach the 
gospel and it will work the desired transformation 
on the receptive, repentant sinner. 

Men and Brethren, What Must I Do to Be Saved? 

Historically, many sincere individuals have been se
duced by the doctrine of good works, and have be
lieved that by compassionate action they can save 
themselves. The Mormon takes this to its logical 
conclusion and will teach, that by marriage to the 
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appropriate church member, a woman can secure for 
herself an illustrious and definitive place in heaven. 

When we exclude young women from doctrinal 
studies and emphasize in its place, the role of wife 
and mother; when we pray that our daughters might 
some day marry a preacher or an elder and neglect to 
instruct them in the tenets of Jesus Christ; are we 
any different than these erring denominations? 

Women must be armed to defend themselves 
against the wiles of our adversary. They must teach 
the firm principles on which our faith rests. 

A woman will not be admitted into heaven on 
the basis of what her husband or her father knows. 

These very women may someday be called upon 
to teach a lost soul, perhaps a husband or a child. If 
all they have in their spiritual armament is a list of 
crafts, camp songs, and pot-luck recipes, they will 
fail in their most fundamental task. 

Many Christian women are hungry for the meat 
of God's profound gospel and are being starved in 
watered down special interest classes. Worse still, in 
an over reaction to the radical woman's liberation 
movement of the '60s and '70s, many brethren have 
taken the opposite extreme: of condemning any role 
of women outside the home. In such an environ
ment, many of these women have been subjugated to 

an almost Islamic fate of complete isolati.on and ig
norance. The Lord's church has a proud tradition of 
Bible scholarship. It should extend to every member, 
and all should find encouragement in this great en
deavor. 

For a woman, there is indeed, a higher calling 
than that of wife and mother: the calling of Chris
tian. This duty demands diligent life-long study and 
fervent commitment. In return, it makes of us, better 
people, better citizens, and yes, better w ives and 
mothers. 

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he en
tered into a certain vi llage: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into her 
house. And she had a sister called Mary, 
which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his 
word. But Martha was cumbered about much 
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost 
thou not care that my sister hath left me to 
serve alone? Bid her therefore that she help 
me. And J esus answered and said unto her, 
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
t roubled about many things: But one thing 
only is needfu l: an d Mary hath chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her (Luke 10:38-42). 
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Prison Bible Studies 
By Ken Anderson and Fred Hanson 

Fifty years ago, gospel meetings were frequent. 
Many small country churches had tent meet
ings and they never lacked for visitors -

some from miles away. It was a rare meeting that did 
not have at least one conversion or resto ration. In 
those days many congregations were enjoying inter
est from the community and steady growth. Those 
were days of widespread spiritual openness with 
ample opportunities for teaching. 

Today it is different- or so many tell us. People 
are just not interested in spiritual things. They will 
not attend gospel meetings, read religious papers, or 
discuss the Bible with a doorknocker. Some Chris
tians are so discouraged by this perceived change in 
the religious environment that they have given up 
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doing any evangelistic activities. They proclaim, "Oh 
how things have changed. No one cares about the 
gospel. Spending money and effort on evangelism is 
a waste !" Perhaps there were times in the past that 
we shared their cynicism, but that was before we met 
some ladies in a North Dakota prison. 

Sowing the Seed 

This story begins about 11 months ago with a lady 
confined at the Dakota Women's Correctional and 
Rehabilitation Center in New England, North Da
kota. During her time in p rison she had made several 
efforts to study the Bible and had attended a number 
of different religious classes. 

In mid-2004, she discussed her interest in spiritual 



matters with her daughter in California. Her daughter 
was taking an on-line course from Slats Slaton, a 
Christian at the North Hixson church of Christ, and 
requested that her mother be supplied with the same 
study program. Of course, that was not possible be
cause prisoners usually don't have computers so she 
was passed on to Fred Hanson, another member of the 
North Hixson congregation, to be enrolled in a mail
out Bible study course. She readily agreed to partici
pate in a Bible study and progressed very rapidly to 
become an excellent Bible student. Soon she became 
involved in enthusiastically recruiting others to join in 
the Bible studies. 

Initially this evangelistic effort was the work 
mostly of Fred Hanson but, as the time and neces
sary financial resources grew, it transitioned into a 
work of the North Hixson congregation. At first 
some members may have been skeptical of the value 
of a work among the prisons - especially those so 
far away. As the work grew and the results multi
plied, however, any skepticism was replaced with a 
general willingness to fully support the work in any 
way possible. This resulted in members assuming a 
variety of roles such as writing encouraging letters to 
students, preparing audio CO's of sermons, and serv
ing as study partners with the students. 

As the work progressed, the need for personal 
contact and follow-up with students became appar
ent. Some students had questions best handled in 
person. Some needed assistance in being baptized. It 
was not practical for North Hixson members to 
regularly visit students since they were some 1300 
miles away. God provided a solution through a small 
congregation of Christians in Dickinson, N.D. 
Dickinson is a small town located about 26 miles 
north of the prison at New England, N.D. 

The history of the Lord's church in North Da
kota is very recent and in a state of 600,000 people 
there are only eight congregations. Dickinson's clos
est sister congregations are about 100 miles in any 
direction. Several members at Dickinson must drive 
over 30 miles one way to attend. Average attendance 
is around 3 0 in this small congregation. 

Christians at Dickinson had often prayed for 
open doors to share the gospel with the lost. In Feb
ruary 2005, Fred Hanson contacted Dickinson to 
discuss this work and the need for personal follow
up with students. The Dickinson congregation re
sponded enthusiastically and immediately began to 
pursue this work. Bureaucracy being what it is, over 
six weeks went by before permissions were received 

for some of the members to enter the prison 
and engage in Bible studies. Dickinson members 
were given a two-hour window to meet face-to-face 
with the women on each Saturday morning. 

When some of the women requested to be 
immersed for the remission of their sins, the chap
lain (at that time) requested that instead of immer
sion the inmates be sprinkled. The Bible courses had 
been so well presented that these women 
disagreed with this and held out to be immersed. Fi
nally, after much discussion and prayer, the prison 
gave Christians from Dickinson two hours on Sun
day afternoon June 25, 2005 to baptize three 
women. This number grew and before the day was 
over, nine women had been baptized into Christ! 

On July 9, 2005, while Fred Hanson and his wife 
were visiting this work in North Dakota, he had the 
honor of baptizing the first women he enrolled in the 
correspondence study program many months before. 
There was no baptistery available at that prison so 
she was immersed in a galvanized livestock-watering 
trough. 

It was a source of great joy to Ken Anderson, 
Fred Hanson, and to all the Christians at North 
Hixson and Dickinson to see the gospel triumph 
over distance, prison walls, and other obstacles. 

From a small and unpromising start almost a year 
ago, great progress has been made. Eleven souls have 
been added to the Lord's church. There are, in 
North Dakota alone, over 30 active Bible students. 
Of these, most are in prison and a few, who started 
their studies while in prison, are now home and are 
continuing to studies. Additional students have now 
been added at other prisons. 

Fruits of Repentance 

As all Christians know, baptism marks the start of a 
new and transformed life. 1 While living such a life in 
prison is difficult and challenging, it is not impos
sible as demonstrated by some of the Christians in 
the New England facility. The Prison Warden and 
Chaplin have reported remarkable changes in these 
new Christians' behavior and have said that the over
all environment of the prison has been impacted. 
They report that groups of women are often seen in 
the library engaged in Bible study. 

Each Sunday the women get together and listen 
to CO's of gospel sermons and scriptural songs pro
vided by the North Hixson congregation. They ener
getically invite other inmates to attend these sessions. 
Their evangelistic spirit is resulting in continual 
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increases in the number of women enrolled in corre
spondence courses. 

Why Was This EHort Successful? 

Perhaps no one has been as surprised at the over
whelming success of this work as we have been. In 
the past, we had enjoyed only limited success with 
correspondence courses so our expectations were, at 
most, modest. What was not limited was our joy at 
God's blessed increase to our sowing and watering. 

In preparing to share our story with others we 
have tried to identify the reasons and explanations 
for our success so others can replicate it. Following is 
a brief outline of the factors we consider as being 
most important: 

The Right Audience - The target audience of 
this effort is in prison. They have hit rock bottom 
and know it. Many have a sense of their sinfulness 
and an awareness of their need for salvation. They 
are tired of the bogus religion of the many prison 
ministries and instead are ready for the truth. Be
cause they are searching for the truth, they know it 
when they see it. It is easy to see that such an audi
ence would be more likely to contain those who 
"hunger and thirst after righteousness" than a more 
privileged audience. 

Personal Attention - Our interaction with these 
students has been on a personal basis. We work with 
each student as an individual and not as just anum
ber. Every answer sheet is graded for correctness and 
questions missed are not just marked as wrong but 
are treated as an opportunity to teach. A personal 
letter is written and returned with each lesson. Our 
best and most effective teaching opportunity is not in 
the printed published material but in the letters we 
write that focus on the issues at hand or the ques
tions asked by the students. 

Many may believe that computer-based on-line 
courses can reach more people, much faster, and at 
less cost than studies that are delivered by postal mail 
and graded by a real person. We doubt that this is 
true. Computers certainly have their place but we 
have found that the personal touch in evangelism is 
much more likely to result in spiritual responses. 
While prison ministries, and especially in women's 
prisons, may be the most fertile and promising av
enues of evangelism open to the Church today, it 
cannot be done with computers and on-line courses. 
It must be done the "old-fashion way." 

Note that discussion of personal attention is not 
meant to imply that we served as counselors on 
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personal (non-spiritual) matters. The prison has its 
own counselors for the women. Instead, our sole fo
cus was on matters in which we were qualified by the 
grace of God to be of some help- teaching his word. 

Follow-up - The most perplexing difficulty we 
have all faced over the years in teaching by corre
spondence is "where do we go from here"? What do 
you do with a student after they have completed the 
available study material? The most critical key to 
success in correspondence work is "follow-up." As 
mentioned earlier, effective follow-up by a small 
congregation 1300 miles away from the students 
would have been impractical. Without a means to 
follow-up with students completing the study 
courses, this effort would have been less effective. 

Perhaps God's providence was involved in the 
contact between the North Hixson, Tenn., congrega
tion and the Dickinson, N.D. congregation. Brother 
Ken Anderson along with other member of the 
Dickinson church were quick to partner in this work 
and have been that "critical key to success" through 
their follow-up actions. Members of the Dickinson 
congregation went into the prison to conducted ad
ditional face-to-face Bible studies. Also, they were 
there to conduct the baptism of those who were 
ready to accept the truth. 

As North Hixson targets new states and new 
prisons to enter with our correspondence programs, 
care will be taken to ensure there are congregations 
close by with elders, preachers, and/or members that 
are ready and willing to answer the call and do the 
Lord's work. 

The Messsage - This effort was successful be
cause the message was simply the gospel - the 
power of God unto salvation. These women have 
heard many perverted, self-serving, and deceiving 
presentations of so-called gospels. They are ready for 
the plain truth and, although some are hearing it for 
the first time it their lives, they know that it is special 
and different. 

Being consistently truthful with the students in
creased the possibility of success. Most of these 
women have been abused, used, and lied to by others 
most of their life. They are not looking for sugar
coated religion or feel-good platitudes - they want 
the truth - and that is what we are determined to 
give them. 

Both those handling the correspondence courses 
and those involved in the in-prison Bible studies 
stress that the women not just take what we say but 
to verify our answers with the Bible. Most have 



never heard of such an approach, and are amazed 
that we are willing to back-up what we teach with 
the word of God. 

Challenges 

We do not mean to suggest that this effort is without 
challenges - for there are many! Several are listed 
below. 

Finding Appropriate Study Material - Finding 
adequate quantities of appropriate Bible study mate
rial is more difficult than might be imagined. Most 
prisoners have plenty of time on their hands and of
ten finish courses in a few days that might keep other 
students busy for weeks or even months. Our first 
basic course is the eight-lesson course by John M. 
Hurt that many congregations use but these students 
can go through that in a matter of days and then ask 
when we are going to send them something else to 
study. One lesson we all need to learn is that we bet
ter have another program ready to go, or we can lose 
them right there. 

Prejudice About the Possibility of Converting Pris
oners - On occasion, we have approached individu
als or congregations about supporting prison evange
lism and have received little if any interest. There 
may be several explanations but perhaps one is a 
prejudice against prison evangelism. Is there some 
kind of fear of "spiritual contamination" from con
tact with "those kind of people"? Is there an im
proper spirit of spiritual superiority or of writing 
these off as unworthy of the gospel? "A prison war
den pointed out to us that, for every sinful criminal 
you would come in contact with in a prison, you 
have probably rubbed elbows with at least a hundred 
more every day on the streets that are at least as bad 
as these but have just not yet been caught! 

There is no question that these students are in 
prison because they have broken the law and com
mitted crimes. I have yet to find even one among our 
students who claims they should not be there. They 
readily admit their crimes and, as they come to a 
knowledge of God's word, they also readily confess 
their sins and truly repent of them. God forgives 
those who truly repent and obey the gospel. 

Do some of us have a problem in rejecting those 
that our Father has accepted? Sure they are sinners, 
perhaps terrible sinners, but we are sinners too. Who 
are we to judge others unworthy of the grace that we 
have enjoyed and continue to enjoy! 

Apathy Among Christians About Evangelism -
Perhaps the biggest challenge is the apparent apathy of 

today's Christians toward evangelism. Someday God 
may ask, "Where were you" when the "Macedonian 
Cry" for help went out? So sad it is to realize that all 
too many of us were setting negligently in the blind 
tranquility of our comfort zone. Meanwhile many in 
the world were searching eagerly for the truth. 

Too often we, as God's children, and charged to 
"Go and teach" have instead been more concerned 
with keeping the aquariun1 than with fishing for 
men. We have turned our attentions inward and 
away from the most important work the Lord gave 
to his people and to his church - that is, evangelism. 
Our focus became a matter of "keeping up with the 
Jones" and making sure we had a building that 
would impress the world. It involved maintaining 
programs of social and recreational activities that 
would be the envy of our denominational neighbors. 
Then we sat back in our pride and arrogance as we 
congratulated ourselves on being so holy and we 
watched the world go to hell for a lack of the gospel! 
May God have mercy on our souls! 

As we look at the challenges before us perhaps 
the greatest challenge we face is ourselves. "We have 
met the enemy, and he is us!" Where is our faith? 
With God all things are possible, we can meet the 
challenge, God will give us the victory as long as we 
put our faith and trust in him. But I fear that many 
times we are no better than Israel of old to whom 
God gave so many victories, but the people refused 
to accept them due to a lack of faith. I never cease to 
be amazed with our unending ability to snatch defeat 
out of the jaws of victory. "0, WE of little faith!" 

The Challenge of Time - The challenge of the 
proper use of our time in this fast paced world is in
deed a serious challenge to all of us. To be successful 
in this type program, a great amount of time is re
quired to carefully grade lessons and tests, provide 
feedback, answer questions, find new material, and 
deal with prison officials. Obviously, as the number 
of students grow, it becomes essential to involve 
more members of the local congregation in the ef
fort. Finding those with the time, dedication and 
ability to help is not always easy. A congregation that 
has an effective scriptural eldership and a member
ship with a mind to work is truly a blessed congrega
tion. Unfortunately, all too many congregations find 
themselves lacking on one or both counts. 

Hostile Prison Officials and Restrictive Prison 
Rules - Another challenge has been and will con
tinue to be the lack of cooperation, and in some 
cases the hostility, of some prison officials. In the 
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beginning we had some difficulties at the New En
gland prison but these were resolved with the direct 
assistance of the administrator of the prison. The 
main key to success in a prison is the support of the 
chaplain. If he/she is on your side, then the road will 
be much smoother. 

Each state has different rules and regulations for 
their prisons and, although we may not like some of 
them, we must remember the cardinal rule: "Their 
prison- their rules- we follow." If not, we may 
find ourselves expelled from the facility. For ex
ample, prisoners are limited in the number of books 
they can possess at one time, there may be restric
tions on inmates receiving certain communications 
and packages from individual Christians, and they 
may not even possess postage stamps. There is noth
ing to do but understand and comply with such state 
and prison-specific rules. If a problem does arise 
such as with the total immersion, we work it out 
with prison administration not the inmates. 

Future Opportunities 
The field is indeed white unto harvest! Opportunities 
to expand this work appear almost daily in prisons 
where we are established. As this article is being writ
ten, we have received three new applications for en
rollment at existing facilities. In addition, we have 
now expanded into prisons in both Tennessee and 
Kentucky. In the first week of our effort in the Nash
ville, Tenn., area we had four requests to be enrolled 
in the program. All initial indications and feedback 
from the chaplains in these new facilities are positive. 

Recently, we have received inquires about Bible 
study from chaplains in state hospitals. Such facilities 
contain a totally forgotten world of the poor, the 
sick and the sad. When you think you have it bad, 
just visit one of the state run psychiatric hospital and 
realize that there are people there that no one even 
knows exist. Some at the state facility in jamestown, 
N.D. have been there for over 40 years and never re-

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 

{405) 475-2182 
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ceive so much as a card or letter. We are working 
with the chaplain there in an initial letter-writing 
campaign program in hopes of stirring interest 
among those with the mental capacity to consider 
spiritual matters. 

While there are opportunities, they will not be 
fully realized without help from a variety of quarters. 
There is a need for more local congregations of the 
church to look for opportunities in prison evange
lism. There is a great need for congregations and 
Christians near prisons to partner to provide per
sonal contact and follow-up with students, provide 
face-to-face teaching, and be on hand when they are 
ready to obey the gospel. Also, Christians are needed 
to assist the new converts in finding a church home 
and beginning their new life as a Christian once they 
are released from prison. 

Recent surveys tell us that 85 percent of the 
women in prisons in the United States have child
ren. We are making an effort to work with mothers to 
also reach their children, but that is a difficult mat
ter and our success there is at present limited. These 
children generally have no one at home with any 
interest in spiritual matters so they receive no help or 
encouragement and though they may start a study 
they quickly fall away. They need a local contact to 
work with them. This may be one of the greatest un
tapped opportunities available today if we will just 
work at it. 

Conclusion 

Brethren, let's don't count anyone out as being an 
appropriate candidate for the gospel of Christ. If our 
Savior is seeking them and willing to accept them, can 
we do otherwise? Let's not give up on evangelism. We 
should remember that there are still good hearts out 
there looking for the truth. just as in the days of jesus, 
"The fields are white unto harvest." We as members of 
the church of Christ need to put on our work shoes, 
grab hold of the plow, and get busy with the work that 
needs to be done! Remember the words of the apostle 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:6, "I planted, Apollos wa
tered, but God gave the increase." If we fulfill our God 
given responsibility to plant and water and to do that 
"in season and out of season" then God has promised 
to give the increase. 
Footnotes 
'Rom. 6:4-11; Col. 2:12-13; Gal. 3:26-27; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:19 
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Storm Survival 
By Terry R. Town send 

N ay, in all these things we are more than con
querors through him that loved us" (Rom. 
8:37). 

Sunday evening, Aug. 28, 2005, will be forever 
etched in the hearts and minds of millions of Ameri
cans. The storm of the century, Hurricane Katrina, 
swept across the Gulf Coast with vengeance leaving 
widespread destruction. Many died, while hundreds 
have been left homeless. People were told to evacu
ate, and many did; however, thousands of others 
failed to heed the warning. Fortunately, many of the 
folks who stayed to ride out the storm are alive and 
now able to tell their remarkable stories of survival. 
The keys to storm survival, whether they be physical 
or spiritual, are strikingly similar. Allow me to share 
with you the similarities. 

First, quick and decisive action must be taken 
during times of trouble. Right decisions must be 
made in order to survive. For instance, the decision 
to evacuate the Gulf Coast area was the right one. 
State and local governments advised citizens to leave, 
and thousands did just that. Likewise, we must heed 
God's warning. We must evacuate (flee) from the 
destructive force of sin. James writes, "Wherefore lay 
apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save you souls" Oames 1:21). "Failure to 
leave sin immediately and turn to Christ will result in 
utter destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). In addition, those 
caught in the stormy surge must seek higher ground. 
Katrina brought a storm surge of 20-to-30 feet in 
some areas. Levees were breeched in New Orleans, 
which resulted in swift rising flood waters. Thou
sands left stranded sought higher ground. Who can 
forget the images of individuals emerging from 
the small holes they made atop their rooftops? Like
wise, when we find ourselves amidst stormy waters, 
may we seek Higher Ground- GOD. Paul writes, 
"Set your affection on things above, not on things 
on the earth" (Col. 3 :2). What decision will you 
make? 

Second, determination is paramount to surviving 
any storm. The resiliency and determination among 
the people affected by Hurricane Katrina is remark-

able. Their sheer determination to survive was seen 
in their clinging to trees, climbing into attics and 
breaking through roofs to escape rising flood waters, 
etc. Weeks after the storm, their determination has 
not wavered. Many are now picking up the pieces 
and attempting to regain some normalcy of life. 
They simply refuse to give up. Likewise, the people 
of God must be resilient and ever determined to sur
vive, to stay the course. We must never give up nor 
give in. We must "run with patience the race that's 
before us" (Heb. 12:1). We must "hold fast our faith 
without wavering" (Heb. 10:23). We must continue 
to "press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phi. 3:14). We must 
be "faithful unto death" to receive the "crown of 
life" (Rev. 2:10). How determined are you? 

Finally, dependency upon others is crucial for 
storm survival. Thousands learned quickly that sur
viving Katrina meant swallowing some pride and 
trusting in others. Again, I envision the images of 
stranded citizens atop roof tops being rescued by gra
cious volunteers. Where would these individuals be 
today had it not been for these rescue workers? In like 
manner, we cannot weather the storms of life all by 
ourselves. We cannot overcome the powers of Satan 
without the help of the Almighty. Simply put, we can
not make it without Jesus. Peter writes, "Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you" (1 Pet. 5:6-7). With
out God's grace and mercy, coupled with our obedi
ence to him, we'd be forever entangled in the sea of sin 
(Gal. 5:1; Heb. 2:9; 5:9). Do you trust in him? 

We must understand that Jesus is the only means 
by which we can be saved. He is the anchor we must 
ever cling to amidst the stormy seas (Heb. 6:19). Do 
you want to survive the storm of sin and death? 
Make the decision to leave sin and seek higher 
ground in Christ. Have the determination to remain 
faithful to him, and recognize the fact that Jesus is 
the only means by which one can be saved. 

123 Toney Ave. 
Erwin, 1N 37650 

Fp 

October 2005 15 
Firm Foundation 



Premillennialism Explained 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Introduction 

Between the years 1915 and 1940 there was a 
25 -year span wherein the churches of 
Christ were plagued with the false doctrine 

of Premillennialism. The primary proponent of this 
view was R.H. Boll who, initially, was the front page 
editor of the Gospel Advocate out of Nashville, Tenn. 
After being dismissed from his role of editor he 
moved to Louisville, Ky., where he continued to ex
ert influence on brethren through his publication, 
Word and Work. 

In 1928 brother H. Leo Boles engaged R.H. Boll 
in a written debate on the various aspects of 
Premillennialism. Brother Foy E. Wallace, Jr., later 
took up the gauntlet against what came to be known as 
"Bollism." Boll and his cohorts captured several con
gregations in the fight but begin to decline in numbers 
after the initial division that resulted. By 1990 they 
had only 76 congregations- 46 in Kentucky and 20 
in Louisiana. 1 Lessons wherein Premillennialism is 
explained and exposed are still needed, however, in 
order to keep the present generation informed of this 
insidious doctrine. 

False Doctrine 
Premillennialism is error. It is a false doctrine for the 
simple reason God's word does not teach it. A false 
doctrine in the context of religion is any religious 
message that is not authorized by the Bible. The term 
"Premillennialism" is not found in the Bible. It is not 
in the Old Testament. It is not in the New Testament. 
It is not in any Bible concordance. Neither the term 
nor the concept occurs anywhere within God's word. 
It is simply not a part of God's divine revelation. 

In his autobiography the late evangelical scholar, 
F. F. Bruce, reminisced how his dad taught him "never 
to accept anything offered in the way of Christian 
faith or practice unless I saw it clearly for myself in the 
Scriptures." On another page Bruce recalls how his 
parents taught him to take "seriously the apostolic 
injunction to 'prove all things'" (1 Thess. 5 :21).2 
Wonderful advice! The early Christians continued 
"steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42). 
They were taught that their relationship with God 
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hinged upon their remaining within the perimeters of 
the "doctrine of Christ" (2 John 9). Any doctrinal 
deviation was to forfeit one's salvation. It is no differ
ent today. 

It is the purpose of this article to demonstrate why 
Premillennialism is a false doctrine and why it ought 
to be repudiated by all Bible-believing people. In fact, 
let me be bold enough to say that Premillennialism is 
not taught in the Bible. It is anti-biblical because it 
implies God is a failure. May we, like the Psalmist, 
cultivate the courage and conviction to be able to say, 
"Through thy precepts I get understanding; therefore 
I hate every false way" (Ps. 119:104) 

Popularity 

Premillennialism is one of the most popular false 
doctrines within the denominational world. It has 
been estimated that some 7 5 percent of all Protestant 
denominations accept at least some form of 
millennialism. Just because, however, the majority of 
religious people may think something is true does 
not make it right. The "majority rule" is not to be 
anyone's standard in determining God's truth. The 
Bible, and the Bible alone, is the standard of author
ity in the realm of religion. 

The apostle Peter says, "If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God" (KJV). If a person is de
termined to teach only as the oracles of God speak 
then he will not be able to speak of Premillennialism 
as a scriptural truth. The reason why is because it is 
neither a scriptural term nor idea. Strange indeed it 
seems that so many people have believed and ac
cepted such a doctrine that has not one semblance of 
credibility from God's word. The devil has done his 
work of deception well. 

It is not difficult to appreciate why Premillen
nialism has become so popular. As a general rule 
people are more interested in speculative theories of a 
religious nature than they are the truth. These fanciful 
notions pertaining end-time matters coupled with a 
preoccupation of the nation of Israel as "God's 
people" make for a deadly combination of intrigue. 
This is then buttressed by authors such as Hal Lindsey 
and his number one bestseller, The Late Great Planet 



Earth. This is topped off by denominational theolo
gians C.I. Scofield and Charles Ryrie who have suc
cessfully smuggled Premillennialism into published 
editions of God's word via the footnotes in their Study 
Editions of the Bible. In modern times it is difficult to 
find anyone within mainline denominationalism who 
does not subscribe to some aspect of the millennia} 
scheme of things. 

Definitions 
There are several schools of interpretation which pro
mote differing millennial theories. The two main cat
egories, however, are what is called "Premillen
nialism" and "Postmillennialism." Note the difference 
between the two: 

Millennialism refers generally to the belief in 
a thousand-year period (millennium) in which 
the kingdom of God is to flourish and pros
per. Millennialists tend to fall into two camps: 
(1) those who believe that the millennium will 
follow the Parousia or "second coming" of 
Christ (Premillennialism); (2) those who be
lieve that the millennium will precede the 
Parousia of Christ (postmillennialism). There 
are many variants of both views. Generally, 
Premillennialists believe that shortly before 
the second coming the world will be marked 
by extraordinary tribulation and evil and the 
appearance of the Anti-Christ. At his coming, 
Christ will destroy this anti-Christ and believ
ers will be raised from the dead. There will 
then follow a millennium of peace and order 
over which Christ will reign with his saints. 3 

The term Premillennialism itself is a 16-letter 
word and made up of three parts. The prefix "pre" 
means "before." The suffix "ism" refers to a doctrine 
or system of thought. And "millennium" has to do 
with a period of one thousand years. Thus, the basic 
idea is that Jesus will return in his second coming be
fore the millennium or 1 ,000-years reign begins. 
Whereas Premillennialism has to do with Christ's re
turn before the millennium the doctrine of Postmil
lennialism is the view that Christ will not return till 
after the millennium. 

In summary the Premillennial belief asserts that 
Christ came to earth the first time for the purpose of 
establishing an earthly kingdom. He was surprisingly 
rejected, however, by the Jews and murdered on the 
cross. Thus, the Lord postponed his kingdom plans 
till his second coming and instead inaugurated the 
church as a substitute arrangement. Thus, the con
tention is that when Jesus returns at his second com
ing he will establish his kingdom here on earth, sit 

upon David's literal throne from Jerusalem, restore 
the Jews back to Palestine, rebuild the temple and re
instate Judaism, and there reign over his earthly 
kingdom for a span of 1,000 years, after which 
comes the end of the world. 

Basic Error 

The basic error of the Premillennialists is the miscon
ception of the nature of Christ's kingdom. They sup
pose Christ's reign as king and his kingdom is a lit
eral, materialistic, secular, and political reign here on 
earth. This same misconception was also held by the 
Jews of the first century and was the primary reason 
why they rejected and killed Christ. 

The Jews had looked forward to the coming of 
the Messiah and his kingdom which God had prom
ised through the Old Testament prophecies. Their 
misunderstanding and misinterpretation of these 
prophecies, however, led them to expect an earthly 
king who would reign as a political ruler. They an
ticipated a king who would overthrow the Roman 
government with military force and reign as any 
other political leader. 

The jews could not forget their past history 
when the Israelite kings such as Saul, David, and 
Solomon had reigned over them with glory and 
splendor. In those Old Testament times the kingdom 
of Israe_l was a physical, political monarchy which 
was broadened and perpetuated by military force. 
The Jews, expecting a kingdom like that again, 
blinded themselves to the spiritual application of Old 
Testament prophecies concerning the king of the 
jews and the nature of his reign. 

When the Jews read the Old Testament scrip
tures that promised them a Messiah and a kingdom it 
never entered their minds that it would be a crucified 
and resurrected Messiah who would sit on the spiri
tual throne of David in heaven and reign as king over 
a spiritual kingdom for the soul's salvation of men 
and women of all nations. They expected a temporal 
king over a physical kingdom. They had a sensual 
and materialistic view of Christ's kingdom. 

The Premillennialists have made exactly the same 
mistake today that the Jews made within the first cen
tury. The only difference is that the Premillennialists 
have transferred their earthly kingdom hopes to the 
second coming of Christ. Premillennialists do not un
derstand the nature of Christ's reign and kingdom. 
Like the jews of old, they suppose Christ's reign over 
his kingdom takes place here on earth from a literal 
throne. The adage has come true that those who fail to 
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learn from history concerning the mistakes of others 
are bound to repeat them. 

Implications 

In his excellent book, Logic and the Bible, the late 
brother Thomas B. Warren makes the astute observa
tion that anytime a doctrinal position implies a false 
doctrine that the first doctrine is itself just as fa lse as 
the second:' Truth never implies that which is fa lse. 
Error, however, can and often does imply other posi
tions that are just as erroneous. One of the most ef
fective ways to demonstrate Premillenniali sm as a 
false doctrine is to show that it logica lly implies 
other doctrines which are false. Some of these impli 
cations are as follows: 

Premillennialism implies that God is a failure. This 
is the case because according to the Premillennialists 
God sent his Son the first time to establish his king
dom here on earth. But sinful mankind rejected Christ 
and thwarted the divine plan to inaugurate the earthly 
kingdom, forcing Deity to postpone the kingdom to 
the second coming. God fa iled in his a ttempt to do 
what he intended. What makes the Premillennialists 
so sure that puny mankind will not subj ect God's plan 
to another fai lure at the second coming? If man did it 
once, he could do it again . Such a doctrine demeans 
God and makes God an abject failure. Instead of man 
being subject to God, it subjects God to man. 

Premillennialism implies Christ's death was an 
accident. During his public ministry Jesus fo retold of 
his vicarious death on several occasions (Mart. 16:21; 
17:22). His sacrificial death for the sins of the human
ity was according to the "determinate counse l and 
foreknowledge of God" (Acts 2:23). Jesus planned to 
die and "give his life a ransom for many" (Matt. 
20:28). According to Premillennialism, however, 
Jesus never intended to die when he came the first 
time. Rather he was forced to do it against his wil l. 

The Credibility of the Church 

by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. 
Emphasis is on matters that reflect our credibility and 
consistency in the eyes of the world. BKTF01-CON 
paperback43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$6.99 plus $3.50s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Suffice it to say that any system of belief that makes 
Christ's death an accident must be as false as it can be. 

Premillennialism implies that Christ is not now 
reigning. If Premillennialism is true, then Christ is 
not now reigning as king over his kingdom. But in
spiration teaches that fo llowing his resurrection 
Jesus ascended into heaven to sit "upon his throne" 
(Acts 2:30). This was in fulfillment, no t only of 
David's prophetic utterance, but of the angel Gabriel 
as wel l. This messenger announced tha t Christ 
would occupy "the throne of hi s father David" by 
which he would " reign" ove r his "kingdom" (Luke 
1:31-33 ). Premillennialism seeks to demote Christ 
from his sp iritual, heavenly throne by bringing him 
back to a physical, li teral throne in Jerusalem. 

Premillennialism implies that Christ's kingdom 
has not been established. Premi llennialism touts that 
the kingdom of Chri st is to be set up some time in 
the future. But this cannot be true because the first
century C hristians were already members of the 
Jesus' kingdom. H ow could Christians be citizens of 
a kingdom 2,000 years ago if it had never been estab
lished ? Some may reply that the "kingdom of God" 
has been established but the "kingdom of Christ" has 
yet to become a rea li ty. Bur the language used is the 
"kingdom of the Son" (Col. 1:13). Further, the lan
guage of God's word calls it the "kingdom of Christ 
and God" (Eph. 5 :5). It is amazing how God's word 
so easily refutes the errors of man. 

Premillennialism implies Christ 's kingdom is a 
worldly kingdom. T his doctrine makes the kingdom 
of God a worldly, political institution. Bur Jesus said, 
"My kingdom is not of this world" Uohn 18:36). Af
ter Jesus fed the five thousand with the loaves and 
fi shes the people wa nted "by force to make him 
king" Uohn 6:15). H ere was the perfect opportunity 
for Jesus to become the kind of earthly king for 
which Premillennialism clamors. The Master, how
ever, repudiated such a concept as no t in harmony 
with the Divine wi ll. Christ's kingdom is spiritual in 
nature (Luke 17 :20-21). 

Premillennialism implies that no one can be saved 
today. No Premillennialist is going to argue that no 
one can be saved today. Nevertheless it is a logical 
implication of their doctrine. The reason why is be
cause the on ly way one can be saved today is by being 
"born again of water and the Spirit." Yet it is by this 
process of the new birth alone that one may "enter 
into the kingdom of God Uohn 3 :5). But if the king
dom is not yet in existence, per Premillennialism, then 
one cannot enter it. And if one cannot enter God's 



kingdom then one cannot be saved. It is within the 
confines of the kingdom where one is saved from sin 
(Matt. 19:23-25). 

Premillennialism implies the church is a substi
tute arrangement. The church is often spoken of un
der different figures within the Bible. For example, it 
is the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, and the 
family of God (Eph. 1:22-23; John 3:29; 1 Tim. 
3: 15). The term kingdom at times is also synony
mously used with the Lord's church (Matt. 16:18). 
That the church is merely some type of vestibule ar
rangement spanning the so-called "church age" pe
riod is totally without scriptural warrant. The church 
is not an afterthought. Jesus died for the church and 
its existence is the culmination of God's divine 
scheme or "eternal purpose which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord" (Eph. 3:10-11; 5:23). 

Premillennialism implies that which the Bible 
does not teach. Nowhere does the Bible teach that 
Jesus will ever set foot back on this earth, much less 
come back and reign for a thousand years. When 
Jesus comes, the faithful will be "caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air" (1 Thess. 4: 17). 
There will be neither time for a 1,000-year reign nor 
any earth on which to reign. At the Lord's descent 
the "earth and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up" (2 Pet. 3:10). Christ is not coming toes
tablish his kingdom on earth but rather to "deliver 
up the kingdom to God" (1 Cor. 15:24 ). 
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Revelation 20 
Revelation chapter 20 is the primary passage of 
Scripture that the Premillennial theory is based 
upon. Following is a list of things that are most es
sential to the Premillennial system of things. The rea
son they are listed, however, is to underscore the fact 
that even this most prominent passage does not men
tion any of the crucial items within Premillennialism. 
Thus, if the doctrine is not taught anywhere within 
this passage it is safe to say that it is not taught any
where within the divine record. 

1. The Second Coming of Christ is not men
tioned. 

2. The establishment of Christ's kingdom on 
earth is not mentioned. 

3. Christ's reign on earth in Jerusalem is not 
mentioned. 

4. The literal throne of David is not mentioned. 
5. The Rapture is not mentioned. 
6. The restoration of the jewish people back to 

Canaan is not mentioned. 
7. No one is mentioned as reining with Christ 

here on earth. 
Following his comments on Revelation chapter 

twenty noted scholar Bruce Metzger makes the same 
observation: 

Such is the account of the thousand-year pe
riod in chapter 20 of Revelation - the only 
place in the Bible that mentions the millen
nium. The word millennium is a Latin term 
that means one thousand years. Over the cen
turies diverse interpretations have been built 
on these few verses. Commentators have read 
into John's account ideas from other parts of 
the Bible (such as the rapture, the tribulation, 
the reconstruction of the jewish temple), 
none of which are mentioned here.5 

In Revelation 20:4 the apostle John says that he 
"saw the souls of them that had been beheaded for the 
testimony of jesus ... and they lived, and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years." Note carefully that John 
here sees the "souls," that is, disembodied spirits, of 
people who had been martyred for their faith by being 
"beheaded." john further says that it was "they," the 
souls of the beheaded Christians, who were at that 
time living and reigning with Christ for a thousand 
years. This was John's way of showing the ultimate 
victory of the martyred saints over the Jewish persecu
tion and pagan oppression that the Christians within 
the first century were experiencing. 

Earlier in the book of Revelation (6:9-10) John 
sees the souls of them that had been slain and they 
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are "underneath the alter" crying to God for ven
geance on those who had persecuted the Christian 
faith. These are identified as those who are arrayed 
in "white robes" having "come out of the great tribu
lation" (7:13-14). 

The phrase, "underneath the alter," describes the 
scene of defeat. The Christian cause for which they 
had been persecuted was represented as being de
spised and defeated. It was temporary, however, be
cause the same souls were removed from beneath the 
alter of chapter six are elevated to the thrones of 
chapter twenty. As the late brother WB. West says, 
"Revelation 20:4 is a fu lfi llment of the prayer made 
by these martyred souls John saw beneath the alter. "6 

Conclusion 

There is no possible way an individual can be a faithful 
New Testament Christian while believing and teach
ing the false doctrine of Premillennialism. It is a sys
tem of error and infidelity that is rotten to the core. It 
must be rejected and repudiated by every right think
ing child of God. If the Bible taught this doctrine, we 
would be more than happy to preach it to others. In 
fact, we would be obligated to both teach and defend 
it. But in view of the fact that this doctrine has no 

scriptural basis whatsoever we must expose it for the 
man-made error it is. May all be encouraged to study 
these matters in light of what the Bible, God's holy 
word, teaches us to believe and convey to others. 
There is not one single, solitary thing that is biblical or 
spiritual about Premillennialism. It is sensual, materi
alistic, and unscriptural in every way possible. The 
warning of the Hebrews writer is pertinent in this re
gard: "Be not carried away by divers and strange doc
trines" (He b. 13 :9). 

(All quotations are from the American Standard 
Version, unless otherwise stated.) 

(Endnotes) 
1 See Churches of Christ in the United States, comp. Mac Lynn (Nash· 
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Fox in the Hen House 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

A fox in the henhouse" brings confusion and 
destruction. Regardless how a fox enters the 
henhouse, there will be havoc. A "sly fox " 

works to satisfy greed and wrong desires. Meta
phorically, when a "fox in the henhouse" is invited 
or allowed into the Lord's work, much evil and fa lse 
ways result. 

Inviting Sectarian Scholars 

It is like a "fox in the henhouse" to invite a denomi
national professor to lead a seminar on preaching. 
This is being done by a Christian school. It seems 
odd that such a scholar should be paid to teach what 
and how gospel preachers should preach. 

According to the official report of the Eighth An
nual Sermon Seminar, there were 200 who ate and 
drank at the denominational trough. Attending the 
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seminar were those of 20 different fellowships. The 
news item states they "came from different back
grounds and perspectives, crossing denominational 
lines with a love of Christ and a passion for His 
Word." The keynote speaker has been teaching at a 
liberal school of theology. 

It is obvious all of these were viewed as brothers, 
even though they had not become New Testament 
Christians. Is th is what should be taught to young 
and older preachers in the Lord's church? Should we 
rejoice that the attending preachers would be more 
effective in building up non-biblical bodies which 
promote diversion and not real unity? 

It is relevant to inquire: When will there be a 
woman preacher to conduct the seminar? Where will 
lecturers conduct seminars for preachers who are 
Jew, Hindu and Buddhist? Has any preacher been 



converted to the truth and entered the Lord's church 
in the past eight years that seminar has been con
ducted annually? Conversely, how many gospel 
preachers have been convinced to change to a de
nomination or to lead where he preachers into com
promise and error? 

The annual seminar has been announced for May 
22-24, 2006, with the top ic "Sermon on the Mount." 
This classic sermon by Christ is recorded in Matthew 
5-7. Here are topics in the sermon that are likely ig
nored and slanted by sectarians: "The kingdom of 
heaven" does not refer to the church but to kingdom 
yet in the future; "good works" (v. 16) have no part in 
one's divine approva l; " hell fire" may not be eternal; 
Phariseeism is obedience to God's commands; the 
"Lord's prayer so-ca lled" should be prayed for the 
"kingdom" to come; and the "sinner's prayer" should 
be encouraged. 

It may be beneficial to resea rch books and com
mentaries of denominational scholars, but this does 
not constitute endorsement of all they wrote. They 
are not accepted in fellowship into the church. 
Whereas the seminar encourages fratern ization with 
all who are known to teach fa lse doctrine. 

Will these be a "fox in the henhouse"? 

A False Teacher - A Fox 

Announcement by a Christian college has been made 
that a prominent author and preacher has been 
added to the faculty. He wi ll be thrust on inexperi
enced and immature students. He, no doubt, will in
oculate them with what he has written in his co
authored books like the one, The jesus Proposal. In 
this volume, one reads that full fellowship should be 
extended to all denominations. O ne can lea rn and 
imitate charismatic and Pentecostals. Bible authority 
for belief and practice is superfluous. 

Another "fox in the henhouse" ! 

A Popular Book In Class 

The book by Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life, 
has been used in the church for Bible classes. Even 
though millions of copies have been sold , it conta ins 
several false doctrines, as fo llows: 

·:· "Real li fe begins by committing yourself com
pletely to Jesus Christ ... all you need to do is receive 
and believe" (p. 58). (Christ saves those that obey 
him, He b. 5 :9}. 

·:· "I invite you to bow your head and quietly 
wh isper the prayer that wi ll change your eternity: 
'Jesus, 1 believe in you and T receive you' ... welcome 

to the family of God" (p. 58). (This prayer is not 
found in scripture.) 

•:• "When we place our faith in Christ, God be
comes our Father, we become his children" (p. 118). 
"Baptism doesn't make you a member of God's fam
ily, only fai th in Christ does that" (p. 120). (Paul saw 
this quite differently, Gal. 3 :26-27). 

·:·God loves all kinds of music because he in
vented it all" (p. 65). 

Imbibed by members, it will create acceptance of 
error and leniency toward instrumental music, the 
doctrine of faith only, and non-essentiali ty of the 
church. 

This author and book serve as a "fox in the 
henhouse." 

Solemn Warning 

The church at Ephesus was alerted to the devious 
wo rkings of bo th inside and outside false teachers. 
Paul declared, "For I know this, that after my depar
ture savage wolves will come in among you, not spar
ing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will 
rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after themselves" (Acts 20:29-30, NKJV). 

.. 

372 Mills St. 
Henderson, 1N 38340 

FF 

Q: W hy are New. .f~ Bi/Je 
.feM~J#J. and <Jh.e .f~ 'W~ 
rh c: mos r rrus red Bible Srud y 
se ries availab le for all ages? 

Beca use borh seri es are Bible
based and written by fa ith
ful membc: rs of rhe Lord's 
C hu rch. 

A'ew .f.~ Bdk .f.~ 
and <Jite .f.w.buj 'Waif 

3-year courses on rhe O ld and New 
Testaments rhar include srudenr 
wo rkbooks, reacher manuals, visu(l l 
aids, and rake homes. 

A grertt wrlJ' for students ofrt/1 ages 
ro study t!Je Bible rogetlm:1 

October 2005 
Firm Found:uion 21 



(Brother Claude Gardner sent the following article with the request we co~t:sider it for publication, and we 
are always eager to please brother Gardner, whose life of faithful service should be appreciated by every member 
of the body of Christ.) 

Who Has an Honest and Good Heart? 
By H. B. Frank Jr. 

Paul's advice to Timothy should be followed by 
all preachers: 
And the Lord's servant must not strive, but be 
gentle towards all, apt to teach, forbearing, in 
meekness correcting them that oppose them
selves; if peradventure God may give them re
pentance unto the knowledge of the truth, and 
they may recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, having been taken captive by him 
unto his will (2 Tim. 2:24-26). 

Paul "shrank not from declaring ... the whole 
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). And for that reason, 
he said "Wherefore I testify unto you this day that I 
am pure from the blood of all men" (v. 26). When 
the Jews opposed themselves and blasphemed, Paul 
shook out his raiment and said, "Your blood be upon 
your own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will 
go unto the Gentiles" (Acts 18:6). 

All truth must be taught, even if some are of
fended by the plainness and bluntness of God's 
word. If we fail to teach the whole counsel of God, 
the blood of the lost may be on our heads and hands. 

There are two passages that teach if one has "an 
honest and good heart" (Luke 8: 15) and "willeth to 
do God's will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is. of God" Uohn 7:17). 

If he has "an honest and good heart," he will hear 
the word of God, believe and obey it, and bring forth 
fruit with stedfastness (Luke 8:15). If he won't hear 
the word of God, what does that say about his heart? 

If he "wills to do God's will, he shall know the 
teaching," which is a great motivation for having a 
wholesome attitude toward hearing divine revela
tion. 

I have met people who were not New Testament 
Christians. They thought they were, but they had 
obeyed denominational teaching instead of follow
ing Bible instructions. Still, after attending a 
gospel meeting, they took their Bible to prove "that" 
gospel preacher wrong, only to discover they had 
not obeyed the whole counsel of God. So, having 
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"honest and good hearts" they accepted the Bible 
truths. But they had to study first to see who was 
right (Acts 17:11). 

When people will not check it out, does that not 
show they do not "will" to do God's will? 

Some brethren are very strong about condemn
ing the preacher for criticizing denominational doc
trine because they are afraid such teaching will of
fend visitors, especially if the denominations are 
named. (It is strange that such critics condemn by 
name the preacher, but are too timid or frail to con
demn false teaching.) 

One can be too offensive, but one can also be too 
weak. 

May God enlighten our eyes through the teach
ing of his word so we ever let our "speech be always 
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 
how ye ought to answer each one" (Col. 4:6). Faith
ful teaching takes both grace and salt - if you leave 
either one out, the teaching will either be too rancid 
or too bland. 
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Alexander Campbell 
and the Call for Change 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

I frequently find the promoters of change seeking 
to attach credibility to their flawed system by 
citing some passage from Alexander Campbell, 

great pioneer leader of the Restoration Movement of 
which we are part. The following words from his 
classic doctrinal study, The Christian System, drive a 
stake through the heart of their name dropping ef
forts. 

The Christian religion has its facts, its pre
cepts, its promises, its ordinances, and their 
meaning or doctrine. These are not matters of 
policy, or arrangement, or expediency, bur of 
divine and immutable ordination and con
tinuance. Hence the faith, the worship and 
the righteousness, or the doctrine, the piety, 
and the morality of the gospel institution, are 
not legitimate subjects of human legislation, 
alteration or arrangement. Neither man nor 
community can touch these and be innocent. 
These rest upon the wisdom and authority of 
Jehovah (A. Campbell, The Christian System, 
p. 57). 

The sage of Bethany made it patently clear that 
the precepts, promises, ordinances, and doctrine of 
Christ are ordained of God, and immutable. The 
faith, worship, and doctrine of the gospel institution 
are not legitimate subjects of human alteration. No 
man or community can touch these sacred things and 
be innocent! 

Faithful Christian share Bro. Campbell's convic
tion. Change agents obviously do not. We hold the 
revealed faith and worship of the church inviolate, 
not because Campbell did, but because God's word 
warns us not to go beyond that which is written 
(1 Cor. 4:6 ASV) and because those who go beyond 
the doctrine of Christ have not God (2 John 9). 
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Valuable Lessons From the Past 
A century and a quarter ago our brotherhood was 
being decimated by a powerful change movement 
that eventuated in the separation of the Disciples of 
Christ/Christian churches from our fellowship. The 
parallels between that apostasy and our current 
change movement are remarkable. 

David Lipscomb, a country preacher from 
Middle Tennessee, emerged as the most effective 
leader of the opposition. Although he was neither a 
profound Bible scholar nor a polished orator, Bro. 
Lipscomb was a man of much wisdom, determina
tion, and great patience. 

While doggedly opposing the digressives who 
were determined to change the worship of the breth
ren by introducing instrumental music, and the pol
ity of the church by organizing missionary societies, 
Bro. Lipscomb patiently sought to lead good men 
out of their error and into useful positions of service 
in the church. 

When Theophilus B. Larimore was trying to 
maintain fellowship with the digressives and the con
servatives was well, Bro. Lipscomb and others 
worked patiently to convince him that he must break 
his ties with error and take his stand with those who 
were loyal to the Bible way. They eventually suc
ceeded and Bro. Larimore went on to be one of the 
most effective and successful preachers among us. 
When Lipscomb was criticized for befriending Bro. 
Larimore, he wrote, "I have no sympathy with the 
idea that we must jump on and denounce every 
brother that does not do things our way. This is self
ish bigotry" (Robert Hooper, Crying in the Wilder
ness, p. 219). 

Hall. L. Calhoun served under the inimitable John 
W. McGarvey at the College of the Bible in Lexington, 
Ky. He was then encouraged to enroll at Yale 
University's Divinity School where he earned his 
Bachelor of Divinity degree. His doctorate was earned 
at Harvard. He returned to teach at the school in Lex
i.ngton. He was McGarvey's choice to succeed him as 
head of that school (A. Doran & J .E. Choate, The 
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Christian Scholar, p. 93). When the theological liber
als were able to grab control of the College of the 
Bible, N.B. Hardeman, F.W. Smith and H. Leo Boles 
were able to persuade Bro. Calhoun to leave the camp 
of the digressives and cast his lot with our brethren. 
The rests of his days were spent effectively preaching 
the word among our people. 

The lessons for us are these: 
+Lipscomb's doctrinal soundness and loyalty 

were tempered by his love for his brethren and his 
desire to salvage every good man he possibly could. 

•:•Man who are champions in opposing error can 
still afford to extend a helping hand to a brother 
who needs some help and encouragement. 

+Men like Bros. Larimore and Calhoun remind 
us that not everyone in the camp of the change 
agents is a hopeless case. Some of them can be sal
vaged, and we must make every effort to do so. 

+One man salvaged from error is worth all the 
labor and patience it took to win him. 

+We must do more than oppose error. We must 
labor to build up the kingdom in positive ways as well. 

+The most effective leaders in the kingdom are 
not always the great scholars or preachers. Few have 
equaled Lipscomb's greatness, influence or success 
yet he was no great preacher or scholar. 
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Cooking OH 
By Jim Faughn 

Some time ago I was in a conversation with a 
friend and brother in the Lord. We were dis
cussing a lot of different things, but one topic 

that both of us expressed some concerns about had 
to do with some of the changes being advocated and 
made by some of our brethren in various places. 

It seems to me (and to my friend) that some are 
advocating change merely for the sake of change. 
While they will agree that there is nothing scriptur
ally wrong with the way things have been done for 
many years, they seem to want to change things for 
the same reason I gave my parents for some of my 
actions when I was a child - just because. 

As a result, many are being experimenting with 
different "worship styles"; new concepts of fellow
ship are being explored and promoted; changes are 
made in scheduling, seating arrangements, and a host 
of other things; and seemingly everything is open for 

. discussion. There appears to be no such thing in 
some circles as objective truth. Everything is relative, 
including what, if anything, God requires of a person 
for that person to be saved. 

There is absolutely nothing wrong with trying to 
understand more perfectly the will of God and to 
have a closer relationship with him. If that is the mo
tivation behind some of the proposed changes 
and/or innovations, no person who truly loves the 
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Lord would object to them. Neither would anybody 
who loves the souls of young people object to help
ing them develop a deeper and more personal faith. 
Since we are still entrusted with the responsibility of 
carrying out our Lord's commission to "teach all na
tions" (Matt. 28: 19), I would not be among the 
number who would oppose a scriptural method and/ 
or technique to try to carry out that commission. My 
concerns have nothing to do with these things. 

I do, however, have some concerns. While dis
cussing with my friend some of the things that are 
making some people uncomfortable, he said, "It 
looks to me like they are trying to cook off their 
older members." 

I thought I knew exactly what he meant as soon 
as he said it. My mind went immediately to my 
mother's kitchen and the times when I used to watch 
her make a variety of jellies. If I understood what I 
was watching, one part of the process involved 
"cooking off" what she did not want to keep. This 
same "cooking off" process is done in a number of 
other areas as well. What is not desired is disposed of 
and what we really want to keep is what is left. 

Could it be that this is really what is behind some 
of the turmoil being caused by some of our more 
"enlightened" and "progressive" brethren? I wonder 
if their thinking could be described in something like 



the following: "If the "old fogies" are standing in the 
way of our agenda, we'll just make it so uncomfort
able for them that they finally leave and we will have 
"cooked off" what we really didn't want in the first 
place." 

If that is what is happening, it is sad, to say the 
very least. Some who have spent decades building, 
sustaining, and, in some cases, leading congregations 
of God's people are "cooked off" and have to find 
some new place to worship in what should be their 
years of least tension and pressure. 

Most employers will demonstrate in some man
ner their appreciation to those who are retiring and 
will wish them well in their "sunset years." Some of 
our brethren who profess love, openness, and accep
tance just "cook off" those whom they deem to be 
too old to be useful without as much as a "good
bye." 

Is anything of any importance lost in this pro
cess? I can think of a few of the things we lose when 
we discard those who have "borne the burden and 
the heat of the day" (Matt. 20:12): wisdom, experi
ence, example, knowledge of God, knowledge of the 
congregation, knowledge of the community. All of 
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these, and many more invaluable things, should not 
be thought of lightly. 

It might be good to remember how God says that 
those who are older are to be treated: In the Old Tes
tament, God's instructions to his people on this sub
ject included the following: 

You shall rise before the gray headed and 
honor the presence of an old man, and fear 
your God: I am the LORD (Lev. 19:32). 

Respect for those who are older is also a teaching 
of God for his people in the New Testament. Some 
preachers and others of our day would do well to 
read the following inspired admonition from Paul to 
the younger preacher, Timothy: 

Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him 
as a father, younger men as brothers, older 
women as mothers, younger women as sisters, 
with all purity (1 Tim. 5:1-2). 

There is one other passage that we all might do 
well to keep in mind. We usually call it The Golden 
Rule: "Therefore, whatever you want men to do to 
you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets" (Matt. 7: 12). 

Those who are so determined to have it their 
way at the expense of those who may be older, wiser, 
and more experienced may want to think how they 
are going to feel when they are older and somebody 
else starts "turning up the heat." 2220 Washington St. 
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Sikhs 
Compiled, written, and arranged by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Introduction 
The Sikh religion is centered in Punjab State, in 
northwestern India. The Sikh religion has a follow
ing of 22 million people worldwide. Sikhism is an 
ethical monotheism fusing elements of Hinduism 
and Islam. It was founded by Nanak (1469-1539), a 
mystic who believed that God transcends religious 
distinctions. 

Hanak 
Guru Nanak, with whom the Sikh religion origi
nated, was born in 1469 at Talwandi, now in Paki
stan, to Mehta Kalu and Tripta. The little boy was 
named Nanak after his sister Nanki, and in child
hood he is said to have had a sonorous voice. In his 
childhood, Nanak is said to have been precocious; 
but as he was thought to be an idler in his adoles
cence, bringing neither fame nor profit to his father. 
It was suggested that he be married off to a girl by 
the name of Sulakhni. 

Nanak took a job as storekeeper in the state gra
nary of Daulat Khan Lodi. In the twelfth year of his 
employment, upon being falsely accused of em
bezzlement, he is described as having taken a resolu
tion to forsake the worldly life. One evening he 
failed to turn up at home, and when he finally 
showed up on the third day, he announced that he 
had received a divine command to speak in a new 
language, the language not of religious insularity but 
of religious tolerance and pluralism. Declaring him
self to be neither a Muslim nor a Hindu, Nanak de
cided to forgo the life of the householder, and 
though a married man with two sons, he left his 
home and became an itinerant preacher. 

As Nanak roamed over the Punjab and north In
dia, he rapidly began to acquire disciples (Sikhs). 
Nanak spoke of the dignity of labor. It is possible to 
view Guru Nanak as an early spokesperson of work
ing class people, and to view the revolt he led not 
only as a form of dissent against the oppressions of 
caste and religion, but as a form of class awakening. 

Nanak's teachings are best understood against 
the backdrop of bhakti, the devotional movement 
which was then sweeping north and western India, 

26 October 2005 
Firm Foundation 

and in the context of the ossification of both Hindu
ism and Islam into religious faiths which inculcated 
blind beliefs in their followers. 

In his later years, Nanak is said to have encoun
tered the Mughal emperor Babar, who was im
pressed by Nanak's spiritual demeanor. At the age of 
52, Nanak decided to embrace the life of the house
holder, and he is described by contemporary ac
counts as having settled down to the life of a farmer 
at Kartarpur. It is there that he established one of the 
most distinctive social institutions associated with 
Sikhism, namely langar or the community kitchen. 
This was a radical departure from the norms of 
Hindu community living, where caste rules made it 
unthinkable for members of different castes to share 
food from the same table or kitchen. As he neared 
the end of his life, Nanak was keen on appointing a 
successor, and though he could easily have chosen 
one of his own sons, he devised a simple test to de
termine who was most deserving of leading the com
munity. He dropped his eating bowl into a dirty 
sewer, whereupon one of his disciples, Lehna, recov
ered the bowl and brought it before Nanak. Lenha 
was anointed Nanak's successor, and renamed Guru 
Angad; and it is in his hands that the future of the 
Sikh faith was entrusted. 

History 

Nanak, the first guru, wandered over India seeking 
converts. He was succeeded by nine gurus, the office 
staying within the family line of the fourth guru, 
Ram Das. Ram Das was also the founder of the 
Golden Temple. The fifth, Arjan Dev, compiled the 
Adi Granth in 1604. 

As the Sikhs became a distinct religious commu
nity, they took up arms against persecution by Hin
dus and by Muslim rulers of the Mughal Empire. 
Opposing Mughal tyranny, the tenth guru, Gobind 
Singh, formed the Khalsa in 1699. During the de
cline of the Mughals, the Sikhs, led by the warrior 
Ranjit Singh, created a powerful state in the Punjab 
about 1800 that eventually threatened British-con
trolled India. Mter internal dissension and two wars 
the Punjab was annexed by the British in 1849. 



Beliefs and Practices 
Influenced by the devotional emphasis of bhakti 
Hinduism and Sufi Islam, Sikhism stresses the unity, 
truth, and creativity of a personal God and urges 
union with him through meditation on his title, the 
Name (Nam), and surrender to his will. 

1. Sikhs believe there is only one God, he is the 
Creator, Sustainer, and Destroyer. They also think 
that God cannot take human form, and reject Jesus 
as the Son of God. 

2. Sikhism also advocates active service rather 
than the Hindu ideal of ascetic withdrawal. 

3. Loyalty and justice are admired, smoking and 
intoxicants forbidden. 

4. Sikhism also rejects the Hindu caste system, 
priesthood, image worship, and pilgrimage. 

5. It retains the Hindu doctrines of transmigra
tion and karma. 

6. The ultimate spiritual authority is the Adi 
Granth, consisting of hymns by the ten Sikh gurus 
(Hindi for "teachers") and Hindu and Muslim devo
tional poetry in several languages. All Sikhs may read 
the Adi Granth, which is the focus of devotion at the 
Golden Temple in Amritsar, the Sikh religious center. 
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7. Sikhs are expected to JOin the Khalsa 
(Punjabi for "pure"), a religious and military order. 
Initiates are "baptized" by drinking sweetened water 
stirred with a sword, after which Sikh men take the 
surname Singh ("lion") and women take the surname 
Kaur ("princess"). 

8. Members of the Khalsa are instructed to ob
serve the five k's: They must wear four symbols of 
the Sikh faith - soldiers' shorts (kaccha), an iron 
bangle (kara), a steel sword (kirpan), and a comb 
(khanga) (a symbol of hygiene and discipline) - and 
they must not cut their hair (kesh ), long unshorn hair 
is a symbol of spirituality (a Sikh, whether male or 
female, will not remove hair from any part of the 
body). 

9. The goal of human life is to break the cycle of 
birth's and deaths and merge with God. This can be 
accomplished by following the teaching of the Gu
rus, meditation on the Holy Name and performance 
of acts of service and charity. Nanak said of God, 
"Many are Thy Names and infinite Thine forms and 
it cannot be told how many merits Thou hast." 
Nanak is said to have uttered the preamble of the 
composition which is silently repeated as a morning 
devotional rite by every devout Sikh. "There is but 
one God whose name is True, the Creator, devoid of 
fear and enmity, immortal, unborn, self-existent, 
great and bountiful. The True One was in the begin
ning, the True One was in the primal age." Sikh's say, 
"The true path to achieving salvation and merging 
with God does not require renunciation of the world 
or celibacy, but living the life of a householder, earn
ing an honest living and avoiding worldly tempta
tions and sins." 

10. According to the Sikh website (www.sikhs.org) 
a Sikh is "any human being who faithfully believes 
in: (i) One Immortal Being, (ii) Ten Gurus, from 
Guru Nanak to Guru Gobind Sing, (iii) The Guru 
Granth Sahib, (iv) the utterances and teachings of the 
ten Gurtus and, (v) the baptism bequeathed by the 
tenth Guru, and who does not owe allegiance to any 
other religion is a Sikh. 

11. Sikhism condemns blind rituals such as fasting, 
visiting places of pilgrimage, superstitions, worship 
of the dead, and idol worship. 

12. Gurdwara is all Sikh places of worship. When 
entering the Gurdwara one is expected to remove 
the shoes and cover one's bare head. Hands are 
washed and in some Gurdwaras there are also feet 
washes. Approaching the Guru Granth Sahib one is 
expected to bow down and touch the floor as a sign 

~::bF!und!~~! 2 7 



of respect for the eternal Sikh Guru. Offerings o f 
cash are usually made to help carry the expenses of 
running the Gurdwara. All people sit on the floor 
facing the Guru Granth Sahib as a sign of equality 
and the Guru Granth Sahib is always installed at a 
higher level. 

13. Male Sikhs are expected to wear a turban 
(Dastar), a symbol of royalty and dignity. 

14. The Sikhs have no special day of worship, but 
may worship at any time. A devout Sikhs will arise 
three hours before sunrise and spend the time re
peating the names o f God, or singing the poems of 
the G ranth Sahib. 

Conclusion and Current Conditions 

The British governed the Sikhs fairly and, in return 
for their loyalty during the Sepoy Rebe ll ion o f 
(1 857-1859), when India tried to throw off British 
rule, gave them preferential land grants. The Sikhs 
gained wealth and a great reputation as soldiers and 
policemen. During the creation of an independent 
India in 1947, the Sikhs lost their privileges and 
found that Punjab was to be divided between India 
and Pakistan. Many Sikhs migrated east to be on the 
Indian side of the partition. In response to years of 
agitation, the Indian government created Punjab as a 
single Punjabi-speaking state in 1966; it remains the 
home of most o f India's more than 16 million Sikhs. 
Terrorism by Sikh separatists demanding greater au
tonomy led the Indian government in June 1984 to 
send in troops to seize the Golden Temple from Sikh 
extremists, who vowed to avenge the violence. Sikh 
members of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's personal 
guard were implicated in her assassination on Octo
ber 31. In 1985 an accord was finally reached with 
the Indian government on ex panding Punjab. Sikh 
terrorists then stepped up their activities, demanding 
the establishment of a Sikh state, Khalistan. In 1992 
the government sent in police and army reinforce
ments and reestablished its authori ty in Punjab. 
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Potpourri ••. 

We continue to be concerned about what is 
going on around us because current reli 
gious events and activities in the realm 

of morals seep in through the pores of the skin and 
infect those who are only standing by. It is hard to 
observe any event and not be influenced by the inci
dent. It is wise to exercise a discipline of the eyes, 
mouth, and ears (the three monkeys put it this way: 
"See no, hear no, and speak no evil"). 

So, let's look around and see what is being re
ported in moral theology. 

fhe Evolution of Creationism 

0 (The following is excerpted from an article that 
appeared in the New York Times, May 17, 2005. It is 
critical of those who say, ''In the beginning God cre
ated the heavens and the earth.,, Reading the piece 
may give a clue as to where godless, secular human
ism is headed. It also establishes what we have long 
known -The New York Times is no friend of Chris
tianity.) 

The Kansas Board of Education, frustrated that 
the Supreme Court had made it impossible to force 
creationism into the science curriculum, took the op
posite tack and eliminated all mention of evolution 
from the statewide science standards. 

Darwin's critics around the country began push
ing a new theory- known as intelligent design
that did not mention God, but simply argued that life 
is too complex to be explained by the theory of evo
lution, hence there must be an intelligent designer 
behind it all. 

The political popularity of that theory will be 
tested today in a school board primary election in 
Dover, Pa., where the schools require that students 
be made aware of intelligent design as an alternative 
to Darwinism. The race pits those who voted last 
year for that rule against those who oppose it. 

Now the anti-evolution campaigners in Kansas, 
who again have a state school board majority, have 
scrubbed things even cleaner. They insist that they 
are not even trying to incorporate intelligent design 
into state science standards - that all they want is a 
critical analysis of supposed weaknesses in the theory 

of evolution. That may be less innocuous than it 
seems. Although the chief critics say they do not seek 
to require the teaching of intelligent design, they add 
the qualifier "at this point in time." Once their foot 
is in the door, the way will be open. 

The state science standards in Kansas are up for 
revision this year, and a committee of scientists and 
educators has proposed standards that enshrine evo
lution as a central concept of modern biology. The 
ruckus comes about because a committee minority, 
led by intelligent-design proponents, has issued its 
own proposals calling for more emphasis on the limi
tations of evolution theory and the evidence suppos
edly contradicting it. The minority even seeks to 
change the definition of science in a way that appears 
to leave room for supernatural explanations of the 
origin and evolution of life, not just natural explana
tions, the usual domain of science. 

The fact that all this is wildly inappropriate for a 
public school curriculum does not in any way suggest 
that teachers are being forced to take sides against 
those who feel that the evolution of humanity, in one 
way or another was the work of an all-powerful de
ity. Many empirical scientists believe just that, but 
also understand that theories about how God inter
acts with the world are beyond the scope of their dis
cipline. 

The Kansas board, which held one-sided hear
ings this month that were boycotted by mainstream 
scientists on the grounds that the outcome was pre
ordained, is expected to vote on the standards this 
summer. One can only hope that the members will 
come to their senses first. 

Follow-up: Stephen Meyer of the Discovery In
stitute testified [school board hearing in Kansas] that 
there is a "tremendous amount of criticism of the 
theory that students should be permitted to know 
about." For example, nearly 400 scientists, including 
professors at MIT, Rice, and Yale, have signed a Dis
covery Institute statement that questions "the ability 
of random mutation and natural selection to account 
for the complexity of life." 

Lehigh University biochemist Michael Behe, Uni
versity of Georgia biology professor Russell Carlson, 
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and University of Missouri-Kansas City professor of 
medicine William Harris were among those who ar
gued that Darwinism is scientifically controversial. 
They pointed to challenges to the theory posed by the 
fossil record and by Mr. Behe's argument that gradual 
evolution by natural selection cannot account for the 
complexity of the cell. They argued that the evidence 
points not to macroevolution but to ID, Intelligent 
Design (Source: World magazine, May 21, 2005). 

The Darwinist, though invited, declined to par
ticipate in the debate. What are they afraid of? 

Daily Telegraph 
GLONDON: A Bill published by the [UK] Gov

ernment yesterday, the Racial and Religious Hatred 
Bill, would outlaw remarks considered likely to stir 
up hatred against all religious groups .... 

In line with the existing offence of stirring up ra
cial hatred, the new religious hatred legislation 
would apply to threatening, abusive or insulting 
words, behavior or written material. It would cover 
authors, publishers, theatre directors, film distribu
tors and broadcasters. 

This will allow anyone seeking to create a prob
lem for a congregation or a preacher or elder any
where in the United Kingdom to file charges of incit
ing religious hatred. Even if a person is not con
victed, the impact of news reports, the cost of de
fending themselves, and the "counter-hatred" will 
devastate churches and families. It will allow the po
lice to search through books, computers, photo
graphs, sermon notes, and anything else they wish to 
find evidence to convict. Already, in various coun
tries in Europe, as well as in Canada, denominational 
preachers speaking out against such things as Islam, 
homosexualism, and adultery have been charged 
(and in some cases, convicted) of similar "hatred" 
crimes (10/06/05). 

Homosexualfvents 
$TAMPA, Fla., June 25 - It started with a few 

complaints about a public library exhibit on gay au
thors, and resulted in an ordinance that has drawn 
the ire of gay rights advocates around the nation. 

The Hillsborough County Commission approved 
by a vote of 5 to 1, with one abstention, a policy that 
directs the county government to "abstain from ac
knowledging, promoting or participating" in gay 
pride recognition or events. The measure was passed 
on June 15, after a Gay and Lesbian Pride Month 
display at the West Gate Regional Library here upset 
some library patrons. 
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The county's policy has angered gay. rights advo
cates across the country. 

While the measure is not popular with gay rights 
supporters, Renee Lee, the Hillsborough County at
torney, said it was legal. "If the county doesn't want 
to spend money promoting gay rights, they can do 
that," Ms. Lee said. "It's not a constitutional breach. 
This is not a free speech issue." 

Linda Alexander, the University of South Florida 
professor who teaches the diversity class, said she 
saw more at risk than the Tampa area's reputation. 

"My thing is the intellectual freedom part," Mrs. 
Alexander said. "Libraries are supposed to be a place 
to learn and explore things" (New York Times
June 26, 2005). 

[Yeah ... how about learning things like sex with 
little children and animals, sadism and cannibalism, 
sex with people of the same gender and other forms of 
perversion? There is a place to draw the line against 
even libraries making available information that is 
damning- Editor] 

Gay Marriage Recognition 
GATLANTA - Representatives of the nation's 

top psychiatric group approved a statement Sunday 
urging legal recognition of gay marriage. If approved 
by the association's directors in July, the measure 
would make the American Psychiatric Association 
the first major medical group to take such a stance. 

The statement supports same-sex marriage "in 
the interest of maintaining and promoting mental 
health." It follows a similar measure by the American 
Psychological Association last year, little more than 
three decades after that group removed homosexual
ity from its list of mental disorders. 

Massachusetts is the only state that allows same
sex marriage. Eighteen states have passed constitu
tional amendments outlawing same-sex marriage 
(AP). 

Got a Problem? - Invoke urvolution" 
GMy own experience in reading the biological 

literature is that evolution has very little to do with 
nuts and bolts biology (e.g., genetics, biochemistry, 
anatomy and physiology). Biologists, by and large, 
try to understand existing systems and structures -
what they're made of, how they're constructed, and 
how they function. How they evolved is largely be
side the point. 

Yet to read evolutionists about the scientific sta
tus of evolutionary theory, one often gets the impres
sion of salesmen who are omitting crucial details 



about the product they are selling. Thus one reads 
that evolution is a fruitful scientific theory that is put 
into practice every day by scientists across numerous 
areas of biology and beyond. 

A case in point was a recent trackback by Josh 
Rosenau to the article by Paul Johnson. According to 
Rosenau, evolution is "a theory which has created 
cures for diseases and alleviated suffering." 

"Created cures"? The author of this extravagant 
claim provides no references. I try to stay on top of 
the field of biocomputing, which uses models in
spired by Darwinian evolution to solve problems at 
the intersection of biology and computation, but I'm 
unfamiliar with drug companies using these tech
niques to design or create new drugs. 

Moreover, even if these techniques are used to 
develop new drugs, this reference to "creating cures" 
actually vindicates intelligent design because these 
techniques, even if inspired by Darwinian evolution, 
require careful engineering and thus are design in
tensive (see chapter 4 of my book No Free Lunch, 
William Dembski, in which I show that evolutionary 
computing owes more to intelligent design than to 
Darwinian evolution- and if you want all the math
ematical details of this chapter filled in, go to my ar
ticle "Searching Large Spaces"). 

My suspicion, therefore, is that Josh Rosenau 
meant something much more plebeian when he re
ferred to evolutionary theory as "creating cures." 
What I suspect he is referring to is that bacteria, 
through a process of natural selection, tend to ac
quire immunity to antibiotics. Thus, for infections to 
be treated effectively, drug companies need to design 
new drugs to overcome the increased immunity of 
these bacteria. 

But, in that case, it is not the theory of evolution 
that provides insight into how to design new antibi
otics that knock out bacteria that have developed im
munity to old antibiotics. Rather, it is the drug 
designer's background knowledge and ability as are
searcher that enables him or her to design appropri
ate new drugs that knock out these bacteria. All evo
lution is doing here is describing the process by 
which these bacteria acquire antibiotic resistance -
not how to design drugs capable of overcoming that 
resistance. 

To say that evolution is "a theory which has cre
ated cures for diseases and alleviated suffering" is 
therefore misleading. It is like saying that tooth 
decay has assisted in designing new methods of fill
ing cavities. In both these instances, evolution and 

tooth decay are problems that need to be overcome 
by design (Web Site of Intelligent Design the Future). 

Hardcore 
OAssociated Press: A red-light district tentatively 

cleared for construction on the Internet - the 
".xxx" domain- is being billed by backers as giving 
the $12 billion online porn industry a great opportu
nity to clean up its act, after the Internet Corpora
tion for Assigned Names and Numbers voted 6-3 this 
month to proceed with it. 

Gay? 

t?lMADRID, Spain- Hundreds of thousands of 
people led by 20 Roman Catholic bishops and conser
vative opposition leaders clogged downtown Madrid 
on Saturday in a demonstration against the Socialist 
government's bill to legalize homosexual marriage 
and permit homosexual couples to adopt children. 

Chanting in favor of the family and children's 
rights, the demonstration, called by a lay Catholic 
group, the Spanish Forum for the Family, was held in 
a festive atmosphere with participants waving color
ful balloons and Spanish and regional flags. 

The gay marriage bill is expected to become law 
in a matter of weeks. It has been passed by the lower 
chamber of Parliament and will be voted on next 
week by the Senate. 

Opinion polls indicate a majority of Spaniards 
support the bill. 

But demonstrators were angry at what they 
called the degradation of the institution of marriage 
and the fact that gay couples may adopt (Associated 
Press). 

Homo's Smell 
t?llt sounds like something out of the satirical jour

nal Annals of Improbable Research: a team of Swedish 
neuroscientists scanned people's brains as they 
smelled a testosterone derivative found in men's 
sweat and an estrogen-like compound found in wo
men's urine. In heterosexual men, a part of the hypo
thalamus (the seat of physical drives) responded to the 
female compound but not the male one; in hetero
sexual women and homosexual men, it was the other 
way around. The discovery is more than just a shoo-in 
for that journal's annual Nobel Prize- it raises pro
vocative questions about the science and ethics of 
human sexuality (New York Times, May 17, 2005). 
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labels 
0 The Food and Drug Administration plans to add 

information about possible psychiatric side effects to 
the labels of a drug category that includes Concerta 
and Ritalin, which are widely used treatments for at
tention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and the agency 
said it will investigate other ADHD medicines for 
similar problems, The Wall Street Journal reports. The 
FDA said it has received reports of patients experienc
ing psychiatric events that include hallucinations, sui
cidal thoughts and psychotic behavior as well as ag
gression and violent actions while using forms of me
thylphenidate, which is the generic name for 
Ritalin. Concerta, made by Johnson & Johnson, is a 
long-acting form of methylphenidate. Ritalin, made 
by Novartis, is widely prescribed as a generic. The 
FDA said it "intends to make labeling changes describ
ing these events," and asked its pediatric advisory 
committee for comments. But the agency's approach 
likely signals that it doesn't see the label change as an 
urgent safety issue, the Journal says (Wall Street Jour
nal, June 29, 2005). 

Ugh! 
tl Right-thinking adults should be outraged by the 

recommendation in the latest "comprehensive" sex
education materials from Planned Parenthood that, 
for "safe" sex, 8th graders should use Saran Wrap as 
"protection" when engaging in oral and anal sex 
Qanice Shaw Crouse, May 24,2005, Townhall blog). 

Was Jesus a Woman? 
OA publisher is touting a new edition of the Gos

pels that identifies Christ as a woman named Judith 
Christ of Nazareth. 

LBI Institute says its version, Judith Christ of 
Nazareth, The Gospels of the Bible, Corrected to Re
flect that Christ Was a Woman, Extracted from Mat
thew, Mark, Luke and John, takes Thomas Jefferson's 
edited Gospel one step further by "correcting" the 
gender of Christ and God. · 

The new version, according to the publisher, re
vises familiar stories, tranforming the "Prodigal Son" 

·into the "Prodigal Daughter" and the "Lord's Prayer" 
into the "Lady's Prayer." 

Reader reviews on the book's Amazon.com page 
included these: 

• "One star because there is nothing lower. May 
the Lord have mercy on the writers!" 

• ''A friend with a Hebrew doctorate noted to 
me: 'There is no feminine form of the name Jesus (or 
Joshua). Judith is the feminine form of the name 
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Juda- or Judas.' How perfectly fitting!" 
• Reading the other reviews here, I can't believe 

that this is being touted as being an advance for 
women's rights. That is just not true. God sent his 
only SON, not his daughter. It is also true that God 
loves all of us, male and female the same. He created 
each of us as we are. We should not strive to become 
something we are not. This book truly offends me. I 
agree with the other reviewer, those that produced 
this book will be held responsible for those they de
ceive. I pray for each of them. 

• May the Lord God punish the author of this 
translation and its publishers if they do not with
draw this herectic Bible from print Amen (WorldNet
Daily.com). 

Saudis Go lerseri 

0 He just wanted his colleagues in the govern
ment's legislative arm to discuss the possibility of 
conducting a study into the feasibility of reversing 
the ban on women drivers - the only prohibition of 
its kind in the world. 

But Consultative Council member Mohanimad 
ai-Zulfa's proposal has unleashed a storm in this 
conservative country where the subject of women 
drivers remains taboo. 

Al-Zulfa's cell phone now constantly rings with 
furious Saudis accusing him of encouraging women 
to commit the double sins of discarding their veils 
and mixing with men. He gets phone text messages 
calling on Allah to freeze his blood. Chat rooms 
bristle with insulting accusations that al-Zulfa is 
"driven by carnal instincts with 454 horsepower." 

There even have been calls to kick al-Zulfa from 
the council and strip him of his Saudi nationality. 

The uproar may be astounding to outsiders. But in 
Saudi Arabia, where the religious establishment has 
the upper hand in defining women's freedoms, the 
issue touches on the kingdom's strict Islamic lifestyle. 

Conservatives, who believe women should be 
shielded from strange men, say driving will allow a 
woman to leave home whenever she pleases and go 
wherever she wishes. Some say it will present her 
with opportunities to violate Islamic law, such as ex
posing her eyes while driving or interacting with 
strange men, like police officers or mechanics. 

"Driving by women leads to evil," Munir al
Shahrani wrote in a letter to the editor of the Al
Watan daily. "Can you imagine what it will be like if 
her car broke down? She would have to seek help 
from men" (NewsMax.com, June 2, 2005). 



Slurp 
OARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY Rowan 

Williams is getting pressure from three sides as he tries 
to hold the troubled worldwide Anglican Commun
ion together. The conservative majority of the 
communion's primates, or top leaders, want all mem
bers of the communion including the U.S. Episcopal 
Church, and the Anglican Church of Canada to ad
here to traditional, biblically based Anglican teaching 
on sexuality, or be ousted. Liberals in North America 
and Europe are looking to Canterbury to provide 
shelter. Now the Vatican is pressing hard as well. 

The Vatican had pulled out of official ecumenical 
talks with the communion over the consecration of a 
homosexual bishop and the blessing of same-sex 
unions in North America. It reinstated the talks after 
the Anglican primates recently took initial punitive 
steps against the North Americans. Vatican officials 
urged Canterbury to address the moral questions at 
the heart" of the conflict. Ecclesiological solutions 
alone are too open to different interpretations, they 
warned. 

Meanwhile, Archbishop Williams appointed a 
"Panel of Reference" on May 11 to try to mediate 
disputes where conservative parishes stranded in lib
eral-headed dioceses want spiritual oversight by a 
biblically faithful bishop (World, May 28, 2005). 

Quite Contrary 

OIN THE NEW CONSENSUS STATEMENT 
ON THE VIRGIN MARY by the joint Anglican-Ro
man Catholic International [dialogue] Commission 
(ARCIC), released on May 19 in Seattle, the Angli
can side appeared to concede everything, the Catho
lic side nothing. 

The product of six years of discussion, "Mary: 
Grace and Hope in Christ" was hardly the giant step 
toward Christian unity its framers envisioned. The 
document asked Anglicans to accept controversial 
Catholic teachings about Mary as "authentic expres
sions of Christian belief." 

Declared Rev. Rod Thomas of the evangelical 
group Reform in the Church of England: "The docu
ment goes nowhere near addressing the understand
ings of revelation, of scriptural authority, and the 
uniqueness of Christ that were the cornerstones of 
the Reformation and are the cornerstones of evan
gelical faith today." 

ARCIC didn't attempt to alter the two "infal
lible"" Catholic teachings that Mary was born of a 
virgin without sin and was assumed bodily into 

heaven, and it affirmed the special devotion given to 
Mary by many, as long as "the honor paid to Christ 
remains pre-eminent." And although Mary had a spe
cial role in God's plan of salvation, it said, redemption 
is through Christ alone. It acknowledged there were 
"real and perceived abuses" that led to "excessive ex
altation" of Mary's role. 

With Such a One, No Not to Eat 
@Catholic priest Michael Sklucazek denied com

munion to pro-gay demonstrators wearing rainbow
colored sashes at the Cathedral of St. Paul (Minn.) 
on PentecostSunday. Archbishop Harry Flynn had 
warned earlier they wouldn't receive communion be
cause the sashes, worn annually at the behest of the 
Rainbow Sash Alliance, had become a protest against 
church teaching. 

He 1hat Is Ignorant ••• 
OThe clergy-short 1.3-million-member United 

Church of Christ will vote this summer on a plan to 
attract more prospective ministers. It would offer an 
option for ordination that would bypass the tradi
tional college and seminary training track. 

ro lrock or to Defrock 
OA United Methodist Church regional appeals 

panel ruled 8-1 to reverse a verdict defrocking Phila
delphia clergywoman Irene "Beth" Stroud for violat
ing the church's ban on non-celibate gay clergy. The 
clergy jurors claimed "legal errors" resulted in her 
punishment. Eastern Pennsylvania Bishop Marcus 
Matthews said he will appeal the judgment to the 
UMC's supreme court. 

lslamist luture Is Now 
$The result of an extensive research and five 

months of field interviews in numerous schools in 20 
French provinces by a distinguished group of French 
educators should be sobering for anyone who values 
European civilization. 

The report documents the extensive Islamization 
of French schools in the vicinity of Moslem ghettoes 
and the imposition of strict conformity with Islamist 
dictates through violence and intimidation. 

Having by and large completed their takeover of 
the Moslem ghettoes, often by "targeted violence" 
against non-Moslems and moderate Moslems alike, 
the Islamist fanatics are making great progress to
wards achieving control of the educational system. 

This is not just France's problem. The same phe
nomenon of large numbers of angry young Moslems 
who totally reject European civilization is easily 

~~:bF;und!~~! 3 3 



observable in virtually every large urban center 
across the EU. 

Happy Senior Moments 
OLaura Carstensen, professor of psychology at 

Stanford University and director of the Life-span De
velopment Laboratory, has done some fascinating re
search on aging and memory. We all are familiar with 
the idea that we lose some of our memory as we age. 

We laugh about having a "senior moment" when 
we forget a name or event. Indeed, studies show that 
there is memory loss as we age, but there is a won
derful twist to this phenomenon: 

What we forget is the negative. 
[I took my great-granddaughters on a trip and 

they spent half their time looking for their Teddy
Bears ..• were they having "senior moments?,, - they 
are 2 and 4.] 

Heavenly Prize 
0 Fundamentalist Moslem mythology has it that 

terrorist "martyrs" are greeted in heaven by 72 vir
gins - each. The Koran, however, is quite murky 
when it comes to what devout Moslem women re
ceive as their heavenly reward. [They surely would 
not want 72 men.] 

Intolerance 
OAccording to an article (Political Islam Preaches 

Intolerance, by Ian Johnson and John Carreyou) a 
message throughout Europe insisting that "society 
has to be based on Islam" finds a broad audience. 
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There is no call for jihad or violence and ~he message 
is delivered by local citizens, not outside agitators. 
Yet the message is radical: People who are different 
are held in contempt. Mingling with mainstream so
ciety is frowned upon. Society, according to what is 
being said in the mosques of Europe, should be 
founded on one religion: Islam (Wall Street journal, 
July 11, 2005). 

Normal? 
OJ ordan B. Woods of the Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, 

Transgender, and Supporters Alliance at Harvard Uni
versity, described a speech at Harvard University by 
actress Jada Pinkett Smith as "heteronormative." The 
term refers to the idea "that standard sexual relation
ships are only between males and females." Some 
BGLTSA members objected to the speech, and the 
Harvard Foundation promised a letter of apology. 

lands OHII 
ONEW YORK-Oriana Fallaci faces jail. In her 

mid-70s, stricken with a cancer that, for the mo
ment, permits only the consumption of liquids one 
of the most renowned journalists of the modern era 
has been indicted by a judge in her native Italy under 
Provisions of the Italian Penal Code which proscribe 
the "vilipendio, ,, or "vilification," of "any religion 
admitted by the state." 

In her case, the religion deemed vilified is Islam, 
and the vilification was perpetrated, apparently, in a 
book she wrote last year - and which has sold many 
more than a million copies all over Europe - called 
"The Force of Reason." Its astringent thesis is that 
the Old Continent -is on the verge of becoming a do
minion of Islam, and that the people of the West 
have surrendered themselves fecklessly to the "sons 
of Allah." So in a nutshell, Oriana Fallaci faces up to 
two years' imprisonment for her beliefs . . . . (Wall 
Street journal, June 23, 2005). 

Stick 'lm Up 

OThose friendly English Bobbies may be friend
lier than you think. One subset of them, the Gay Po
lice Association, is hosting an event called Celebrate, 
at which delegates from all European Community 
nations will gather in London to discuss such vital 
law-enforcement topics as, to quote from the list of 
-what else? - "workshops" advertised on the Cel
ebrate website: "Monitoring sexual orientation in 
the police service" ... "Strategies for lobbying gov
ernment and negotiating with chief officers" ... "A 
pan-European look at same-sex pension inequality" 



... "Strategies for dealing with an institutionally ho
mophobic press" ... "Songs of hate: Policing ho
mophobic lyrics." Anything about catching thieves 
and killers? Well, there's " Investigating homophobic 
murders," and, "A look at domestic vio lence issues 
for gay women in abus ive relationships." But who 
cares about that boring old-style police wo rk? The 
central theme here is "to actively celebrate differ
ence, not merely to tolerate or even respect it." Note 
well: If you merely tolerate or even respect homo
sexuality, you have not reached full enlightenment 
- are probably still , in your heart, a hate-filled 
bigot. You must celebrate the thing. Actively. With a 
police officer (National Review, July 4, 2005). 

Everything Is Right ... Except 
!9iWilliam Watkins, in his book The New Abso

lutes (Bethany House, 1996), identifies core convic
tions that govern today's secularists: 

1. Religion interferes with freedom and must be 
banished from the public square. 

2. Human Life is valuable only as Long as it is 
wanted. 

3. Marriage is a human contract made between 
any two people, and can be terminated for any rea
son. 

4. Family is any grouping of two or more people. 
5. Sexual intercourse is permissible regardless of 

marital status. 
6. All forms of sexual activity are moral as Long as 

they occur between consenting adults. 
7. Women are oppressed by men and must liberate 

themselves. 
8. People of color should receive preferential treat

ment. 
9. Non-Western societies and other oppressed 

peoples and their heritage should he studied and val
ued above Western civilization. 

10. Only viewpoints deemed politically correct 
should be tolerated and encouraged to prevail. 
Which brings us to Gene Edward Veith 's suggested 
eleventh commandment: 

11. Thou shall not tolerate those intolerant Chris
tians. 

Rest In Pieces 
!9iToday we mourn the passing of a beloved old 

friend, Mr. Common Sense. Mr. Sense had been with 
us for many years. No one knows for sure how old 
he was since his birth records were long ago lost in 
bureaucratic red tape. 

He will be remembered as having cultivated 

such value lessons as knowing when to come in out 
of the rain, why the early bird gets the worm and 
that life isn't always fair. Common Sense lived by 
simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more 
than you earn) and reliable parenting strategies 
(adults, not kids, are in charge). 

His health began to rapidly deteriorate when 
well intentioned but overbearing regulations were 
set in place. Reports of a six-year-old boy charged 
with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens 
suspended from school for using mouthwash after 
lunch; and a teacher fired for reprimanding an un
ruly student, only worsened his condition. 

Mr. Sense declined even further when schools 
were required to get parental consent to administer 
aspirin to a student; but, could not inform the par
ents when a student became pregnant an.d wanted to 
have an abortion. 

Finally, Common Sense lost the will to live as the 
Ten Commandments became contraband; churches 
became businesses; and criminals received better 
treatment than their victims. 

Common Sense finally gave up the ghost after a 
woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee 
was hot, she spilled a bit in her lap, and was awarded 
a huge settlement. 

Common Sense was preceded in death by his 
parents, Truth and Trust, his wife, Discretion; his 
daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason. He is 
survived by two stepbrothers; My Rights and Ima 
Whiner. Not many attended his funeral because so 
few realized he was gone. If you still remember him, 
pass this on; if not, join the majority and do nothing. 
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Game 
by David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premillenialism, 
rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the king
dom coming or is it here already? Will some be left 
behind? Get your Bible and get the facts as you 
study this timely subject. Thirteen chapters with 
questions. 0929540395, pback, 154 pgs. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Called to Preach? 

guestion: How is one "called" to be a preacher? 
Can a preacher stop preaching and turn to 

secu ar work for a living and still be pleasing to God? 
Can a preacher retire? (S.W.) 

Answer: These questions deal with a matter 
1"'1. about which I am greatly concerned. We are 
losing far too many or our preachers, including some 
of our most talented ones. Some, no doubt, have 
good reasons for making a change in the way they 
earn their living, while continuing to use their talents 
and abilities in the service of the Lord in an effective 
and sufficient way. Others, I fear, may quit for the 
wrong reasons, and I see some who quit serving the 
Lord or even attending the church when they quit 
preaching. A preacher who only preaches because he 
is paid to preach ought not to be allowed to preach. 
Some men ought to quit preaching. 

It remains true, however, that we do not have 
enough sound, ded icated, capable preachers, and 
that all the efforts being made to educate and pro
duce more do not add up to enough to make up for 
the preachers who are dying, retiring, or leaving the 
pulpit for other reasons. It is a matter, therefore, of 
great legitimate concern, and of special concern to 
me. 

God does not call men to preach today by laying 
a hand on them, by giving them a vision, or by whis
pering to them in a still small voice. He does not tell 
this man directly that he should preach and that man 
that he should plow. Many who claim to be called of 
God to preach in some of these ways preach things 
so completely contrary to the will of God that it is 
obvious God did not call them. 

However, God has commissioned every Chris
tian to use his abilities effectively and his opportuni
ties faithfully for making the good news of Christ 
known to everyone he can. Many Christians in many 
vocations work effectively to fulfill that commission. 
One who feels the weight of that commission in an 
especially heavy way, who recognizes he is suited by 
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talent and ability for "the work of an evangelist," 
and who sees the circumstances of his life combine in 
such a way as to present him opportunities for 
preaching or for greater preparation for it may then 
be compelled in a special way to preach. Preaching 
is, therefore, in the providence of God, "a divine 
calling" for such a one. He will feel as Paul did: "For 
if I preach the gospel that gives me no ground for 
boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if 
I do not preach the gospel!" (1 Cor. 9:16). He will 
preach even if no one provides him with a comfort
able pulpit and salary; he will preach if he has to 
"make tents" with his own hands in order to have a 
place and opportunity and a living. 

Such a person would only "retire" to the extent 
that declining health or strength or abilities made it 
necessary. We must all face the fact that, if we live, 
we will experience such a decline. Such a person, 
even if he does change the way he makes a living, 
will not "quit preaching." 5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Faulkner University 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

Fp 

Goo HATH SPOKEN SERIES 

Revelation 
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Are you ready for a basic workbook for studying 
the Scriptures by a proven method? Ken 
Butterworth is a master at helping people to 
remember what they study by involving them. The 
God Hath Spoken series is designed for any group 
or individual Bible study. 

The second book in the series, Revelation 
Workbook, is a guide that provides a complete 
overview of Revelation. The easy fill-in-the-blank 
format, the challenging questions will be useful in 
your Bible discoveries. 9780929540429, paperback 
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Directory -Georgia- Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy. 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. • • • • • 
S 9 9 So 6 (1 1 'I · 'd 1 285) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith-

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. un. , : a.m., p.m. • rna es ansa e - • 

-Missouri-
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Firm Foundadon Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Uvingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 

Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@qulk.com 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

-Alaska-

H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 

1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 Rigo Arguera, preachers. (Services in English and 

Spanish.) 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
-Ohio-

3931. Contact344-671S or Andrew L. Laux (907) Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 

Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Spencer, minister. 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
-Oklahoma-

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. ..... 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. ('h mi. east of 1-35) 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of 
373-5583 Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, -Virginia-

AI b 10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. Ri h d H k' R d Ch h f Ch · - a ama- C mon - Op IDS Oa urc 0 fiSt, 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- South Carolina _ 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 · 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44ch Ave., Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. tO, 11 a.m., 
7:00p.m. Actiue college program. Transportation 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
available 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
n8-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

BueUton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-

- Tennessee -
Cookeville - Nonheast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Blue - Church of Christ, 4302 FM 696 West, 
Lexington 78947 (P.O. Box 1141, Elgin 78621. 
(5 12) 273-2141. churchofchristbluetexas.org 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- minister. 
4050 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2005 
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(G.C. Brewer was an above average man- intelligent, compassionate, formidable, but always meek. He 
served his generation well. His wisdom and Bible knowledge continue, through the printed page, to benefit sin
cere seekers for truth. Brother Brewer delighted to answer Bible questions and was celebrated as a man who did 
not shrink from difficult questions. In response to a query about baptism, he made a four-article response. We 
are pleased to reprint his sage rejoinder to some widespread misunderstandings of what the new covenant says 
about baptism because those same misunderstandings continue.) 

Denominational Baptism, No. 1 
By G. C. Brewer, deceased 

Xtter of inquiry brings before us a question that 
has often confronted every gospel preacher 
and has at times been the cause of controversy 

between good brethren. The author of the letter 
wishes to know our position on the question. Our 
position and practice on any vital question is not a 
secret, and we would not hesitate to state it, if there 
were a need for such a statement, even if we knew that 
the statement would immediately involve us in a 
controversy. But in this case we believe that a fair ex
amination of the issue involved will, instead of pro
voking a controversy, show that there is no room for 
controversy among those of us who endeavor to teach 
exactly what the Scriptures teach on this and all other 
questions. It is our firm conviction that the controver
sies on this point in times past have been caused by a 
misunderstanding among brethren. In that conviction 
we take up the case in the hope that what we say may 
clarify the matter and prove helpful to the author of 
the letter and to all the rest who may read this. 

The following excerpt from the letter will state 
the case: 

We are confronted here from time to time 
with the question of whether or not we 
shou ld accept Baptists or other denomina
tional people on their denominational bap
tism. My stand has been, and is, that we 
should not unless (contrary to denomina
tional teachings) they were baptized with the 
understanding that it was "unto the remission 
of sins." The mere fact that they were satis
fied with what they did, it seems to me, is not 
sufficient. That same thing is true of every er
roneous action in religion. 

The command of Acts 2:38 is not simply to 
be baptized, but to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins. Jesus 
had said: "Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free." If a person, then, 
is baptized and does not know that it is for. 
the remission of sins, it seems clear to me that 
he does not know the truth, and his baptism 
is not for the purpose as stated by the apostle 
when he delivered the truth in Acts 2:38. 

We shall discuss the points here raised under the 
following questions: 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Cursed Be the Man 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I t is unspeakably dreadfu l to be under the 
curse of God. When Jehovah placed a 
curse on Cain, the condemned man cried 

out, "My punishment is greater than I can 
bear." Cain would have preferred to be dead, 
like Abel, but had to spend long years wander
ing without hope or purpose. 

J esus once mentioned that "the unclean 
spirit when he is gone out of the man" wanders in 
"waterless places, seeking rest and finding 
none." 

It may be that the eternal issue of the damned is to be always 
dying but unable to die. 

To be in unbearab le distress with no prospect of relief is the 
worst of all torment. 

Many have been in a situation of being in excruciating• pain 
maybe because of disease or surgery. The intense anguish of each 
moment seems intolerable, and is endured only because it will not 
last ... in this case, death may be a friend to release us from the 
searing discomfort, or the marvelous recuperative power of the 
wonderfu lly made human body may overcome the cause of the 
wretchedness. 

Such unspeakable unhappiness may describe the horror of a 
soul that must forever wander in "a dry and weary land" where 
there is no comfo rt, no hope, no reprieve, and no help. 

How utterly miserable that must be. It may be the endless con
dition of those who reject God and his word and die without hope 
- a veritable " lake of fire and brimstone." 

That is what it must be like to be cursed of God. 
The ruined state of those who die alienated from the fountain 

of all blessings is to spend endless ages in waterless places - hav
ing no rest- no rest! 

It would be difficult to imagine a more sorrowful destiny. 
Now, that brings us back to our beginning point .. . "cursed be 

the man." When Israel (the nation) entered the promised land they 
were charged to "obey the voice of Jehovah thy God, and do his 
commandments and his statutes." They entered Canaan with the 
blessing and the curse of Almighty God ringing in their ears. 

1 Excruciating was a word invented to describe the unrelieved agony of Jesus while on the 
cross. 



We note the curse ... "the Levites shall answer, and say unto all 
the men of Israel with a loud voice," and the people were to an
swer with an "Amen." 

• Cursed be the man that maketh a graven or molten image, an 
abomination unto Jehovah, the work of the hands of the 
craftsman, and setteth it up in secret. And all the people shall 
answer and say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. 
And all the people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that removeth his neighbor's landmark. And all 
the people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the 
way. And all the people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that wresteth the justice due to the sojourner, 
fatherless, and widow. And all the people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that lieth with his father's wife, because he 
hath uncovered his father's skirt. And all the people shall 
say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that lieth with any manner of beast. And all the 
people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that lieth with his sister, the daughter of his fa
ther, or the daughter of his mother. And all the people shall 
say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that lieth with his mother-in-law. And all the 
people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbor in secret. And all the 
people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that taketh a bribe to slay an innocent person. 
And all the people shall say, Amen. 

• Cursed be he that confirmeth not the words of this law to do 
them. And all the people shall say, Amen (Deut. 27:15-26). 

Another way to say the same thing is that the Lord God placed 
a curse upon all who disregard his law and hold his revelation in 
contempt. 

The weeping prophet reiterated this warning: 
Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of 
Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and say thou unto 
them, Thussaithjehovah, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man 
that heareth not the words of this covenant, which I com
manded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the iron furnace, saying, Obey my 
voice, and do them, according to all which I command you: so 
shall ye be my people, and I will be your God Uer. 11:2-4). 

There is no human mischief more dastardly than holding the 
word of God in contempt. To denigrate the word of God is to 
denigrate God himself. 

Inspired men often speak of the majesty of the Creator's word. 
By his word God made all things (Heb. 11:3); by the word of his 
power all things are upheld (Heb. 1:3); by his word God destroyed 
the world he had made out of water and amidst water (2 Pet. 3:5 -6). 

His word - the truth - makes us free (if we obey his instruc
tions) (John 8:32; 1 Pet. 1:22-23). 
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To trifle with the word of God is to bring the 
curse of the Eternal One down upon one's head. It is 
no small thing to despise and trample underfoot the 
very word of very God. 

The magnificent apostle to the Gentiles warned 
that altering the gospel is to earn the anathema of 
God. 

But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
shcmld preach unto you any gospel other than 
that which we preached unto you, let him be 
anathema. 

As we have said before, so say I now again, 
if any man preacheth unto you any gospel 
other than that which ye received, let him be 
anathema (Gal. 1:8-9). 

Why is the Bible so sacred and inviolate? Why is 
it so dastardly to trample underfoot the words of the 
saving gospel? 

To ask the question is to answer it. 
Paul explains: "For I make known to you, breth

ren, as touching the gospel which was preached by 
me, that it is not after man. For neither did I receive it 
from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me 
through revelation of jesus Chrin" (Gal. 1: 11-12). 

His answer is simply this: You must not mess with 
divine revelation because it is from God and not man. 

Man's laws are enforced. The laws of society 
must be obeyed. To violate human law is to bring 
down human punishment. 

What then ·shall we say about the law of the Cre
ator? If man's law is enforced, how much more is the 
law of God imposed? 

The Greek word anathema may translate the He
brew word "cheerem," "a thing devoted to God 
without hope of being redeemed, and, if an animal, 
to be slain (Lev. 27:28-29); therefore, a person or 
thing doomed to destruction, Josh 6: 17; 7: 12, etc.; a 
thing abominable and detestable, an accursed thing, 
Deut. 7:26. Hence, in the New Testament anathema 
denotes: a curse: a man accursed, devoted to the dir
est woes - pregnantly equivalent to doomed and so 
separated from Christ" (Thayer's Greek Lexicon). 

When scholastics, sitting on their high-perch, be
gin to tell us the Bible is not the very word of God, 
that it is filtered through human-intelligence and 
may not be inerrant, and that strict obedience is op
tional, they are untidy and anathema. 

When mortals gainsay divine revelation and seek 
to discount the words of God, we are in deep 
trouble. When mere men begin to suggest that abso
lute submission to every word of revelation is not 
compulsory, we must set out feet in an attitude of 
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rejection or we, too, become. anathema. 
To make a New Testament application: 
• Cursed be the man who seeks to worship God 

with machinery . . . piano, organ, guitar ... 
when the Creator clearly said, "sing." 

• Cursed be the man who denies the essentially 
of the birth of the human spirit in the water of 
baptism. 

• Cursed be the man who makes baptism sprin
kling instead of burial and resurrection. 

• Cursed be the man who would compromise the 
clear teaching of the New Testament with hu
man creeds and fellowship denominations. 

• Cursed be the man who rejects the inerrancy of 
God's revelation and aligns himself with those 
who teach that God's word is arbitrary. 

• Cursed be the man who denies the sacredness 
of the marriage bond and would introduce un
justified multiple marriages. 

• Cursed be the man who denies that marriage is 
between one man and one woman for life, with 
the exception of fornication and· death. 

• Cursed be the man who would lie carnally with 
a man as he would with a woman. 

• Cursed be the homosexual, pedophile, and all 
other fornicators. 

• Cursed be the man who decries the absolute 
authority and inspiration (inerrancy) of what 
God has said and authorized to be written. 

• Cursed be the man who thinks he is wiser than 
God. 

And let all the people say, '~en!" 
Again . . . "But though we, or an angel from 

heaven, should preach unto you any gospel other than 
that which we preached unto you, let him be anath
ema. As we have said before, so say I now again, if any 
man preacheth unto you any gospel other than that 
which ye received, let him be anathema" (Gal. 1 :8-9). 

P.O .. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

The Lord can help you 
start a Christian 

school or preschool 

For more information call: 

John Gardner, President 
Partners for Christian Education 

(405) 475-2182 

Fp 



Denominational Baptism, No. 1 
(continued from page 1) 

1. Is there any room for controversy on this 
point? 

2. In what sense do we accept or reject people 
on their baptism or on any other condition? 

3. Does the fact that people are satisfied with 
their baptism have any weight in determining the 
scripturalness or.unscripturalness of their baptism? 

4. Is the expression "for the remission of sins" a 
part of the command to be baptized? 

5. Does one have to understand that baptism is 
for the remission of sins before one can be baptized 
scripturally? 

A first reading of these questions may arouse the 
fear that we are starting out to revive a dead issue 
and to rekindle a flickering flame, but a careful read
ing of our answers will convince the readers that 

~ there is no such· purpose in this discussion, even if we 
do not convince them that there is no room for con
troversy - no issue between gospel preachers. If any 
brother insists upon misunderstanding us and in 
forcing an issue, he will have to do his debating 
alone. We will not wrangle with anyone. 

We shall take up the questions in the order stated 
above and continue until each one is answered. 

First: Is there any room for controversy on this 
question? We believe that none of us differ or can dif
fer in our practice, even if we should differ slightly in 
theory. Let us take our bearings and see what there is 
to dispute about, if anything, on this point. 

• We all agree, therefore, that anyone who is 
baptized with the denominational view of the action 
and design of baptism is not scripturally baptized. 

• We all agree also that the New Testament 
teaching on baptism is perfectly plain, and that any 
responsible person might by reading the Bible alone 
learn for himself the truth on the subject. 

• We all know, and should therefore agree, that 
many people who belong to the denominations do 
not know what the denominations teach, or what 
their own denomination teaches, on baptism, except 
that it is generally known who practices sprinkling 
and who practices immersion. But even many who 
know about this difference do not know why the dif
ference. 

• We all know, and should agree, that on account 
of the lack of doctrinal preaching at some places 

among the denominations of today a member of a 
denomination with a New Testament in his hand can 
more easily learn what it teaches on baptism than he 
can learn what his denomination teaches. 

NoW: with these points stated, and we hope 
settled, we are prepared to say that from the mere 
statement that a man was baptized by a denomina
tion we cannot say whether he was or was not bap
tized scripturally. But the fact that the denomination 
teaches error on baptism- teaches unscriptural bap
tism - justifies the presumption that his baptism 
was not scriptural. While that presumption exists it 
is necessary for every gospel preacher to set forth in 
the plainest possible terms what the Scriptures teach 
on baptism, and he should, when one who has been 
baptized by a denominational preacher comes for
ward indicating that he wishes to quit denomination
alism and be a Christian only, show what the de
nomination teaches on baptism, and thus clearly 
draw the contrast between the teaching of the 
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denomination and the teaching of the New Testa
ment. When that has been well and thoroughly done, 
if the person in question insists that he knew and un
derstood the New Testament teaching at the time he 
was baptized, and that he obeyed the teaching of the 
New Testament and not the teaching of the denomi
nation, then there is nothing left for a gospel 
preacher or a gospel church to do but to approve his 
step in leaving denominationalism and to offer him 
encouragement and fellowship. To require more in 
reference to baptism would be to make a sectarian or 
denominational requirement of our own. If the man 
submitted, he would not be quitting denominational
ism at all. He would instead be quitting one denomi
nation and joining another - quitting "his" church 
and joining "ours., 

Having shown that the presumption is that one 
who was baptized by a denomination was baptized 
according to and in obedience to that denomination's 
teaching, and was not therefore scripturally baptized, 
we must now say that while that is always the pre
sumption, it is not always the fact. According to the 
points which we put down above as settled, we saw 
that it is at least a possibility for one to be baptized at 
the hands of a denomination with an understanding of 
what the New Testament teaches and without knowl
edge of what the denomination teaches. The whole 

6 

Wondetful resource for new converts/ 

The Beginning 
of Our 

Confidence 
Seven Weeks of Daily Lessons for New Christians 

by David Pharr 

Nothing is more critical following one's baptism than 
encouragement and proper instruction. These lessons 
are based upon what scripture and experience have 
shown to be the needs of new Christians. They are not 
intended to take the place of personal contact and help 
from more mature Christians, but they will serve to 
guide a new convert in profitable private study and de-
votions. · 

Large size 8Yz x II for easy reading. 
49 lessons, 73 pages. 

$8.95 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • {888) 367-6116 

November 2005 
Firm Foundation 

point, then, turns upon the individual's attitude- his 
motive, his faith, his repentance, his obedience. It is 
not a question of whether what the denomination 
teaches is true or untrue; it is a question of what the 
individual did, and no one can say what he did but the 
individual himself. He must determine the matter in 
the light of what he now knows God's word to teach 
and with a clear memory of what he did. 

This being, then, a question that must be asked 
and answered anew every time anyone quits denomi
nationalism, there is no such thing as settling it by 
controversy. And since what one individual under
stood and did cannot stand for what some other in
dividual understood and did, there is no way for a 
preacher or an editor to say what is true or not true 
in any specific case, except his own. A brother can
not sit in an editor's chair in Nashville, Tennessee, 
and say that a man in San Antonio, Texas, who 
wished to quit denominationalism and who "came 
forward" under the preaching of Jesse P. Sewell, had 
been baptized scripturally and did not therefore need 

·to be rebaptized. Neither can a man sit in an editor's 
.chair in Atlanta, Georgia, and say that a man in De
troit, Michigan, who wished to quit denominational
ism and who "came forward" under the preaching of 
H.H. Adamson, had not been baptized scripturally 
and therefore should have been rebaptized. We will 
have to trust Brother Sewell and Brother Adamson to 
teach the word of God faithfully and to apply it ac
cording to the need of each individual case. 

No man can say that all who have been baptized 
by the Baptists or by the Adventists or by the Mor
mons even - for they teach that baptism is for the 
remission of sins - have been baptized scripturally, 
for that would certainly not be true. 

Neither can any man say that no one who has 
been baptized by the Baptists or by the Adventists or 
by the Mormons or by the Methodists, etc., has been 
baptized scripturally, for that would very probably 
not be true. 

The question must be settled each time upon the 
merit of that particular case. Then where is there any 
room for controversy? Can a man say what is true or 
not true in a case about which he knows nothing at 
all? 

We should all always teach the whole truth and 
insist that people obey it. There will then be very few 
cases where a denominationalist will even claim to 
be "satisfied" with his baptism. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, 1X 77269 
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I Wish I Had Said That 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Fellowship and unity are front-burner topics to
day. Some of our best minds are putting in 
print their studied thoughts on these crucial 

subjects. 
On June 26, 1963, Ruel Lemmons, then editor of 

the Firm Foundation, wrote an excellent article en
titled "Some Thoughts on Unity" (Firm Foundation, 
Vol. 80, No. 27, p. 402). In the humble judgment of 
this author, this is one of the finest lessons he has 
read on the subject. Our brotherhood needs to hear 
such thoughts today. 

Bro. Lemmons quotes 1 John 1:7: '"If we walk in 
the light ... we have fellowship ... ' Do you know of 
any other way we can have it? It makes no difference 
how much we pat each other on the back, or how of
ten we call on each other to pray, if either of us is not 
walking in the light there can be no fellowship. One 
will say there are many in the denominations who 
are doing the best they know how. So it is among the 
heathen. This is the modernist's doctrine of 'avail
able light.' The light the heathen walks in is not 
enough, and that is why God gave us the responsibil
ity of going to him with the gospel. We can do those 
in error more good by preaching the gospel to them 
than we can by extending to them a sympathetic fel
lowship. Fellowship is more than just an attitude to
ward every one. 

"The only way we can 'relieve the scandal of di
vision and alleviate the tragedy of schism' is to cor
rect the error that causes the schism, rather than to 
whitewash the difference and say the division and 
schism doesn't exist except in a Christian Science 
sort of way. A denial of reality is no approach to 
healing the schisms." 

He cites Philippians 2:2, "Be like-minded ... of 
one accord , of one mind." Then he observes: "Paul 
did not advise brothers to ignore differences; he ad
vised them to eliminate differences until they were of 
the same mind. Any attempt at fellowship that pro
poses that brethren do not have to speak the same 
things, believe the same things, have the same mind 
and judgment, possess one spirit and be of one ac
cord ignores the scriptural basis of unity. 

"It does nothing to say 'but brethren will never 

see alike, think alike or speak the same thing.' Such is 
but an attempt to excuse them for ignoring the plain 
teaching of the Scriptures. This we cannot do. 

"There is no prospect in looking forward to the 
creation of something that neither existed in the first 
century nor since - a loose federation of divergent 
beliefs - which is called unity. If it ever came to be, 
it would be something completely foreign to the 
New Testament pattern .... The substitution of any 
plan of unity other than that proposed by Jesus and 
the writers of the New Testament is a repudiation of 
the authority of the scriptures as a sole and sufficient 
rule of faith and practice. 

"Concerned ones are not concerned enough 
when they are content to stay in religious elements 
foreign to the Scriptures and work from the inside. 
Division is perpetuated until each can abandon that 
very position for one of unity. There is no unity in 
division, nor can there be. 

" ... any attempt that would convey the idea that 
there is a fellowship much more broad and vast than 
that defined by the Scriptures has forgotten the Res
toration principle entirely. 

"Unity does not come from conferences and 
councils; it comes when each ceases to bend the 
plumb-line to accommodate his wall, and begins to 
straighten his wall to fit the plumb-line." 

What truth there is in these words; how biblical, 
how sound, how refreshing. I wish I had said that. I 
wish all our brethren were saying and thinking that 
way. If so, we would have a solid scriptural unity that 
would be a blessing to all. These thoughts need to be 
heard in every pulpit in the land, published in every 
gospel journal and spoken at every "unity meeting." 
May God grant that it be so done. 

-A great Idea-
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The Assembly-worship of the Church 
in Ads 2:42 

By Frazier Conley 

Introduction 
'~d they continued steadfastly in the teaching of the 
apostles and to the fellowship: the breaking of bread 
and the prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

It is important for Christians to fully understand 
this passage. It is significant because it presents the 
practices God approves for Christian worship assem
blies. 

Luke sets out in his book of Acts to give readers 
an accurate history of the early church but not one 
that consists of dry irrelevant facts. He is writing the 
literature of Scripture. He is setting forth the church 
and Christianity as it was and as it should be. He is 
describing the typical and the normative. He is not 
just recording the gospel - he is preaching it. 

In the context preceding Acts 2:4 2, Luke de
scribes the birthday of the church. It begins on a Pen
tecost, one which fell on the first day of the week -
the day the Lord arose from the dead. The first gos
pel sermon is recorded. Also noted are the first addi
tions to the Lord based on the death, burial, and res
urrection of Jesus - people added by repentance 
and baptism in the name of Jesus as Christ. 

So Luke has presented to his readers the first 
Christians, the first church. What would be the next 
most reasonable matter to tell about that new 
church? Would it not be its worship assemblies? Is 
anything more typical of congregations in all times 
and all places than assembling for worship? And it is 
this that Luke goes on to set forth. 

He portrays what the early Christians practiced 
in their formal assembly on the Lord's day. He does 
this in four phrases: (1) the teaching of the apostles, 
(2) the fellowship, (3) the breaking of the bread, and 
( 4) the prayers. 

Daily Life or Weekly Worship Assembly? 
Many interpreters preface their comment on this 
passage by saying that it discusses, not the formal 
worship assemblies, but "the daily life," of the early 
church. Some will say that the first two items listed 
(teaching and fellowship) describe the life of the 
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church, and that the second two (the bread and the 
prayers) depict the worship of the church. In fact, 
however, the passage is a simple depiction of the 
early Christian worship assembly. 

(1) Development. What is it that leads interpret
ers astray? One of the misleading ideas is that of "de
velopment." When the concept of "divine revela
tion" was replaced- in the minds of negative bibli
cal critics - by the idea of evolutionary develop
ment (an idea that also influences pious interpreters), 
they began looking for a progression or development 
of forms and concepts in early Christianity. It be
came incredible to them to think that the worship of 
the church in Jerusalem, on Pentecost, could have 
been the same worship that existed 30 or more years 
later. When they examined Acts, and studied that 
first church in Jerusalem, they looked to find a 
primitive ritual, Jewish in nature, which gradually 
developed into the practices of decades later. They, 
and likeminded interpreters, cannot believe that 
Luke's depiction would be anything other than the 
first hints of what eventuated. 

Thus the "breaking of bread" - they say - can
not be the Lord's Supper, as it came to be practiced. 
Or at least, breaking bread must also include a refer
ence to certain Jewish practices, or fellowship meals, 
or love feasts, etc. The prayers - they say - cannot 
be the prayers of the Christian assemblies. They must 
still, at this early stage, be the regular Jewish prayers 
in the temple. 

However, they pay little attention to certain 
facts. First, Luke was writing neither amusement, 
nor irrelevancies. He was writing careful history. But 
he was also writing to show readers of 3 0 years later 
what the Christian faith was and what it should be. 
Would he have confused those readers with a depic
tion of some undeveloped, Jewish-Christian hybrid 
worship assembly practice?- Surely not without ex
plaining it - which he did not. 

Should it not be recalled that the synagogue wor
ship gathering, so familiar to those early Christians, 
consisted in: (1) teaching and learning the revealed 



will of God, (2) fellowship, (3) prayers, and (4) a 
capella hymns? Would it have to be surprising if the 
very earliest Christians meeting for weekly worship 
found themselves doing the same, except that they 
added the name of Jesus, and that which the Lord 
had instituted shortly before, the Lord's Supper? 

Now, nearly all informed Bible students of all 
times have recognized that "break bread" in Acts 
2:42, contains at least an allusion to the Lord's Sup
per. But many want to say that the phrase also im
plies a reference to fellowship meals. Or that it in
cluded the love feast. Or it included meals of charity 
and benevolence. 

They again seem to discount that the Lord had, 
not long before this, instituted the Lord's Supper 
duly recorded by Luke himself in his Gospel. And on 
the night of his crucifixion, he did not institute love 
feasts, fellowship dinners, or benevolent meals. Yes, 
the early Christians engaged in all such activities. But 
the question is whether they did so as occasional and 
incidental practices that were sometimes associated 
with their worship - or intentionally as normative 
elements of their worship assembly. An examination 
of scripture and subsequent history indicates that 
such social meals were not considered a formal part 
of early Christian worsh ip. There is no reason for 
Luke to mention these kinds of incidentals in this es
sential passage. The simple phrase "break bread" was 
from the beginning a title fo r the Lord's Supper 
(Luke 24:35; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 10:16-17). There is 
no need to import additional, irre levant meanings 
into it. 

For the few who wish to eliminate any reference 
at all, in verse 42, to the Lord's Supper, context 
should help them decide otherwise. To be clear, 
"break bread" may and does describe both the Lord's 
Supper and common, non-religious meals, even in 
Acts itself. How does one tell which it is? In the same 
way one distinguishes any single expression which 
has two or more meanings - by looking at context. 
First it should be noted that break bread is known to 
be a title not just for common meals, but also for the 
Lord's Supper - most Greek lexicons will show this 
(BGAD 110; BDAG 136 [?]; TDNT 1:477; 3:729; 
Thayer 76; DNTT 2:530). It should also be noted 
that in 2:42 the phrase "break bread" is nestled 
within a passage that also speaks of Christians assem
bling for divine instruction, and for fellowship in 
prayer - both of which are always associated with 
worship assemblies. In such a context, break bread 
almost certainly references the Lord's Supper. 

(2) Expansion. Another reason interpreters are led 
astray is that they believe 2:42 receives an expanded 
discussion in the verses following, that is, 2:43-47. 
They do so because they see certain similarities in the 
passages. Continuing steadfastly (proskartereo) in 
expressions of fellowship (2:42) is thought to be par
alleled in 2:46 (again, proskartereo). Regular atten
dance in breaking bread (2:42) is thought to be ex
panded in the reference to (likely daily) breaking 
bread in homes (2:46). Regular attendance at prayer 
sessions (2:42) is perhaps referenced in the tnatter of 
praising God (2:4 7). 

But are the similarities actual or merely appar
ent? The fellowship reference in 2:42 is highly con
tested. If it alludes to worship fellowship, as sug
gested below, then it is not expanded in 2:44££, 
which is actually concerned with benevolent prac
tices, not worship. It is certain that in 2:46 there is a 
reference to benevolent meals - likely daily. Yet al
most all authorities recognize that 2:42 references 
the Lord's Supper. These were not the same things 
when Luke wrote. Nor is there any evidence that 
they were at any time. Further, the regular atten
dance at prayers (2:42) is quite different from the 
kind of spontaneous expressions of praise alluded to 
in 2:47. 

Hear Y~ Hear Yel ~a.t 
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The differences between the passages are easily 
noted: (1) Fear (2:43) is an expansion of nothing that 
can be found in 2:42. (2) Wonders and signs (2:43) is 
an expansion of nothing in 2:42. The distinctive 
word for together (homothumadon) in 2:46 has no 
connection with 2:42. (3) Unless it is contained in 
fellowship (koinonia), there is no recognizable con
nection in 2:42 to the selling of possessions and dis
tribution to the needy in 2:45. It might be noted that 
Luke has several opportunities to use koinonia later 
in connection with almsgiving, and never does. 
Things in common (koina, 2:44) is cognate, but the 
context is different. (4) There is nothing in 2:42 that 
corresponds to the favorable opinion of the people 
in 2:47. (5) The additions of saved people (2:47) is 
an expansion of nothing recognizable in 2:42. And 
(6) there is no expansion found in 2:43££ of the refer
ence to the teaching of the apostles in 2:42. 

It cannot be shown that any of the distinctive 
worship assembly elements in 2:42 (teaching, 
prayers, and the Lord's Supper) are to be found in 
2:43-47. Acts 2:43 actually creates a break in subject 
matter and thought between 2:42 and 2:44. Further, 
it is usually believed that 2:42 belongs to, and con
cludes the paragraph of 2:3 7ff. 

It eliminates confusion, when it is seen that 2:46 
is not 2:42. Simply put, 2:42 concerns worship as
semblies, and 2:44££ concerns benevolence. 

(3) Temple Attendance. A further reason the pas
sage is misinterpreted is that in verse 46 there is a ref
erence to daily temple attendance. Why did the early 
Christians attend the temple together? It was not Jew
ish worship - as many assume. If this is what Luke 
describes, one must ask whether Luke wants his read
ers to think that Christians ought to be going up to the 
temple "for" Jewish prayers. Surely not. 

As is known, the temple environ was a huge 
place. The actual sanctuary, where formal Jewish 
worship was practiced, was only a limited part of the 
entire temple. People gathered and walked about in 
the temple enclosure daily for all kinds of purposes, 
some of which the Lord censured, and likely none of 
which consisted in formal Jewish worship. The 
apostles went there for evangelism (Acts 3:1, 12; 
4: 1). The apostles went up "at" the hour of prayer, 
not "for" the ,hour of prayer, as both the grammar 
and ensuing events show. See also Acts 5:19-21, 25, 
42. No doubt many of the earliest Jewish Christians 
continued to keep Jewish customs as customs 
(21:20ff; cf. 1 Corinthians 9:20). But their wor
ship assembly consisted in, "calling on the name of 
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Jesus," not Moses, for salvation. There is no refer
ence to the practice of Jewish worship by assembled 
Christians in the temple. 

So what were the early Christians doing daily in · 
the temple? It simply says they were there in unity of 
purpose (homothumadon). This mention of oneness 
is usually followed in Acts by reference to mutual be
nevolence (2:44, 46; 4:32). They were a company of 
people with a common faith in Jesus as Christ. They 
were themselves a distinct company from the Jewish 
people, and they expressed this among themselves by 
association and daily generosity. 

(4) Fellowship. Finally, the word fellowship 
(koinonia) gives interpreters difficulty. They can as
sign no particular meaning to it, so they take it as a 
generic reference to the life of the church as a whole. 
However, it should be noted that it is used in 1 
Corinthians 10:16-17 to refer to the formal worship 
of the Lord's Supper. It seems more consistent with 
the whole verse to understand fellowship in another 
and simpler way, and many interpreters do so. Fel
lowship is to be understood as a reference to worship 
gatherings, and in apposition to "break bread" and 
"prayers." That is, the early Christians continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' teaching sessions as a part 
of a worship fellowship which also included the 
Lord's Supper and the prayer services. 

Again, in summary, Acts 2:44-46 deals with be
nevolence, not worship gatherings. Acts 2:42 dis
cusses the formal worship assembly of the church, 
not the life of the church in general. 

Continued Steadfastly 
First among the words of 2:42 is the expression, 
"continued steadfastly" (one word in Greek -
proskartureo ). Its basic meaning is "to stay by," "to 
persist at," "to remain with." In other words, it has a 
connotation of place. It means "to be present with, 
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in, or at" and thus, "to attend something or some
one." It also has the idea of being strong in the sense 
of not wavering, no vacillation. Attendance to an ac
tivity without negligence, seems to be the genius of 
the word. 

Now the translators often use the word continue, 
when they translate it. They do not, however, neces
sarily mean perpetually, without any interval or any 
cessation. If that is their meaning, they have mis
stated themselves. Continue steadfastly is often used 
of a person who farms, or holds court, or attends a 
temple. Such activities are not done without rest or 
without interval. Better than continually is the word 
regularly. It describes the state of not neglecting re
sponsibility or opportunity. The word is illustrated 
in Acts: "And Simon also himself believed: and being 
baptized, he continued with Philip" (8: 13 ). Surely 
Simon the magician did not continue with Philip 24 
hours a day. But he evidently took every opportunity 
to listen to him and be with him when Philip was 
available. The lexicons and translators give such 
phrases as: to occupy oneself diligently with some
thing; to pay persistent attention to; to attend regu
larly; to frequent, as in to regularly frequent a par
ticular place; to remain in attendance (as at a law
court). 

When the text says that the early Christians 
"continued steadfastly" in something, it means they 
attended faithfully and regularly - without neglect. 
That is, they were "faithful and regular in attendance 
at." Translators render: "They were regularly present 
at" (TCNT). "They met constantly to hear" (NEB, 
REB). "They were constantly listening to" (Weym.). 
"They were in regular attendance at" (LB). 

When did the early Christians regularly attend 
this worship fellowship? Was it every day? Was it 
once a week on the Sabbath? Was it once a month? 
Luke gives sufficient guidance to let readers know 
when this regular worship was observed. First it 
should be noted that in his Gospel, Luke goes to 
great lengths to communicate that Jesus arose on the 
first day of the week. He also records that the same 
day, the first day of the week, he breaks bread with 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus, a breaking of 
bread that has to remind one of the Lord's Supper. 

Second, it should be observed that Luke de
scribes the new worship fellowship of the Christians 
immediately subsequent to his record of the found
ing of the church - a historic event that occurred on 
the first day of the week, Sunday. It was no doubt 
well-known that the first Pentecost was a Sunday. To 

readers who already met every Sunday that would be 
significant. 

Third it should be marked that later in Acts, 
Luke depicts an actual account of a worship assem
bly. On the first day of the week, when we were gath
ered together to break bread, Paul talked with them, 
intending to depart on the morrow; and he prolonged 
his speech until midnight (20:7). To break is an infini
tive of purpose. Luke tells that these early Christians 
met on Sundays to listen to apostolic preaching and 
to have the Lord's Supper. Luke did not write to en
tertain. He wrote to tell what Christianity is and 
what it should be. He and the apostle Paul knew the 
example of the Christians at Troas was a good ex
ample for church worship for Christians everywhere. 

It is also apparent that on the journeys in Acts, 
Christians often made sure they were around for a 
week: Acts 20:6 ... we came to them at Troas, where 
we stayed for seven days. Acts 21:4 having sought out 
the disciples, we stayed there for seven days .... Acts 
28:14 ... we found brethren, and were invited to stay 
with them for seven days .... The only reasonable ex
planation for stays of seven days was a desire to be 
present for two Lord's Days for formal worship. 

Someone may complain that this evidence for 
weekly worship is skimpy. But it should be asked, 
"Where is the evidence of a formal monthly wor
ship?" There is none at all. Where is the evidence for 
a regular meeting on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday?- entirely lacking. 
Where is the evidence for a daily formal worship? 
Well, there is evidence for daily association, benevo
lence, and evangelism. But there is no evidence for a 
formal daily worship at all. 

Luke left little doubt that the Lord's Day was the 
day for the Lord's Supper, and for the formal assem
bly. There is additional evidence to the same point in 
other parts of the New Testament. Church history 
confirms that Sunday was the regular day for Chris
tian worship-fellowship. 

Apostles' Teaching 

Then Luke says, they were regularly in attendance at 
the apostles, teaching. Now the teaching of the 
apostles could certainly mean the body of doctrine 
set forth by the apostles. That is the passive sense of 
the word teach. However, the introductory expres
sion, "continue attentively in or at" would point to 
some regular activity. Also the observance of the 
Lord's Supper would be an active activity. And par
ticipating in prayers would be an active activity. So it 
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is most reasonable to understand Luke to mean: the 
apostolic activity of teaching. 

They were regular in attendance at, and attentive 
to, the teaching sessions of the apostles. The activity 
of teaching is alluded to, not the resultant body of 
doctrine. This does not detract from the importance 
of the doctrine that resulted. The early church re
garded the apostles' teaching as normative. The ex
pression therefore implies regular attendance at the 
meetings of the church during which the apostles 
taught. The church's faith and practice was under the 
teaching of the apostles, who bore witness through 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). 

Fellowship 
These early Christians were also regular in atten
dance at fellowship. It has already been pointed out 
that the church, in its worship, had fellowship. The 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a participa
tion [fellowship] in the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not a participation [fellowship] 
in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we 
who are many are one body, for we all partake of the 
one bread (1 Cor. 10:16-17). Fellowship means joint 
participation or linkage. When they ate the Lord's 
Supper they had fellowship with each other and with 
the Lord. By this word and those that follow, Luke is 
making readers understand that he speaks of the 
worship fellowship of the early Christians. 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be savedl 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

OGod adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful - Rev 2:1 0 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope Is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Luke details two expressions of the worship fellow
ship in addition to listening to apostolic teaching. 
The first is the breaking of the bread. The Christian 
assembly e~pressed its fellowship in the Lord's Sup
per. It has been seen how break bread here refers to 
the Lord's Supper. This is confirmed by Acts 20:7 
"On the first day of the week, when we were gath
ered together to break bread." As various authorities 
have observed, this was the Lord's day, thus it was 
the Lord's Supper. The church attended regularly the 
apostles' teaching, and they attended regularly the 
fellowship of the Lord's Supper. 

The Prayers 

And they attended regularly, the prayers. Here was 
another expression of worship fellowship for Chris
tians. Now these were hardly Jewish prayers. It was 
not Jewish doctrine. It was not Jewish fellowship 
(the unbelieving Jews having rejected Jesus as 
Christ). It was not a Jewish Lord's Supper (which 
identified Jesus as Christ). Why should these be Jew
ish prayers? These were Christians, and thus their 
prayers were Christian prayers, spoken in the name 
of Jesus. They were not private individual informal 
prayers, since Luke describes them as an expression 
of Christian fellowship. A central feature of all wor
ship assemblies of all time is prayer to God. 

Siagiag and the Colledion? 

But if Acts 2:42 depicts the Lord's day worship as
sembly, what of singing hymns and what about the 
collection? There appears to be nothing in this verse 
of the singing of hymns. 

However, it is well known by students of the mat
ter that when the ancient people of God read scripture 
and when they recited prayers - they often did so 
musically. One only has to look at the Psalms, which is 
all at once Scripture, and prayer, and poetry, and 
hymn. Hymns are actually mostly prayers expressed 
in a musical format. So, when Luke wrote "the 
prayers" - he no doubt included spoken prayers, as 
well as prayer expressed in hymns. 

And what of the collection? There is no mention 
of it - although some believe it is included in the 
fellowship, the koinonia. Christians today usually 
make a holy offering to the Lord on every Lord's day 
as a formal part of their worship. Why? And why is 
there no mention of it here? 

It is certainly true that collections were taken in 
the early church: There was not a needy person 



among them, for as many as were possessors of lands 
or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of 
what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet; and 
distribution was made to each as any had need (Acts 
4:34-35). There is also the reference in 1 Corin
thians 16:1-2, Now concerning the collection for the 
saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you 
also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of 
you, according to his own judgment, is to contribute 
thus treasuring up, as he may prosper, so that collec
tions need not be made when I come [my translation, 
FC]. Clearly, on the Lord's day, every Sunday, when 
the Corinthians assembled for worship, in accord 
with PauPs instructions, they included an offering. 
So why is this not mentioned in Acts 2:42? 

The following is a suggestion. The early church 
seems to have made collections a part of their wor
ship assembly only as needs arose: "As any had 
need," Luke says in Acts 2:45. The Corinthians were 
called upon for a regular (although evidently tempo
rary) collection because of the need for assistance for 
the saints in Jerusalem. In many congregations, such 
occasions of need were sporadic. Congregations usu
ally met in private homes. There was no need for 
rent or mortgage payments or utilities or insurance. 
A full-time local preacher was probably employed in
frequently. The needs in New Testament times were 
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more sporadic, therefore the collections were inter
mittent. In Acts 2:42, there is a focus on the regular 
practice - that which was always done, not what 
was done irregularly. Luke is setting forth the norma
tive and universal standard. 

Conclusion 
The standard and the normative worship fellowship, 
of the Lord's day, was never held by the apostolic 
church without reflection on the apostolic teaching, 
without the Lord's Supper, and without prayers
including prayer-hymns. And when need arose, a col
lection was no doubt added to that worship assem
bly. May we suggest that to add other forms to that 
which God's word has enjoined is to make divine 
worship into human worship, and is dangerously 
presumptuous by one who says he is serving God. To 
paraphrase: the newly formed church, "attended 
regularly the teaching of the apostles, even the wor
ship fellowship, that is, including the fellowship of 
the Lord's Supper and prayers." 
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Is the Church Only a Part of the Whole? 
By Raymond Elliott 

T he American Heritage Dictionary of The En
glish Language defines the word denomi
nate to mean, "To give a name to: desig

nate~" And according to the same source, one defini
tion of the word denomination is "A class of units hav
ing specified values, as in a system of currency or 
weights." I want to notice first of all the problem of 
endeavoring to be just the church of our Lord without 
becoming a denomination. Bible students are- acutely 
aware that Jesus Christ promised in Matthew 16:18 to 
build (establish, found, begin) his church (ecclesia, the 
called out assembly). This he did as recorded in Acts 2. 
From Acts 2:47 the church of Jesus Christ is always 
spoken of as being in existence. It was Jesus who died 
on Calvary to purchase the church with his precious 
blood (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25). Jesus is its builder 
(Matt. 16:18), its foundation (1 Cor. 3:11), its head 
and its Savior (Eph. 5:23 ). The church was often re
ferred to in the book of Acts as simply the "church" 
(Acts 5:11; 8:1). Some of the other scriptural terms 
are "church of God" (K.rv, Acts 20:28), "church of the 
firstborn" (Heb. 12:23), "church of the living God" (1 
Tim. 3:15) and of course "the churches of Christ" 
(Rom. 16:16). Because there is a diversity of terms 
used in the New Testament regarding the church, it is 
safe to conclude that one term should not be used to 
the exclusion of others. To insure that we do not de-
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nominate, that is, "To give a name to: designate" the 
church of our Lord, we should refrain from using such 
language as "Church of Christ School," "Church of 
Christ Preacher," "Church of Christ Camp," "Church 
of Christ Ball Team," "Church of Christ people" or 
even "Church of Christ Church." However, it is sad to 
note that some brethren do consider the church as 
being just a denomination, that is, only a part of the 
whole body of Christ. In other words, the church is a 
denomination, and it is no better or worse than any 
other religious organizations that manifests faith in 
God and in Jesus Christ that comprise the entire body 
(church) of Christ. One brother writes: 

As I continue writing, mostly because I'm 
enjoying this moment in English, I wonder: 
Why do people keep writing "churches of 
Christ" instead of "Churches of Christ"? I 
hope it's not the old illusion of innocence (to 
borrow from Leonard and Richard's incred
ible book) that we're the true church. i.e., 
since we're the real church (code language: 
the LORD'S church), we are Christ's church, 
or (lowercase) churches of Christ. 

I prefer "Churches of Christ." This admits 
that while we love much about our heritage 
and the nondenominational dream, we are a 
group, a denomination. We have our own col
leges, our own camps, our own papers, our 
own quirks, our own family stories, and our 
own language. We're just a small part of the 
body of Christ" (Mike Cope's Blog, 6/16/05). 

I want to make a few observations concerning 
several mistaken and unscriptural statements this 
brother has made in the two preceding paragraphs: 

1. Knowledgeable Bible students know that the 
original language (Koine Greek) of the New Testa
ment did not have a mixture of smalVcapitalletters. 
They were all the same size. The oldest manuscripts 
were written between the 4th and 9th centuries and 
were called "Uncials." They are considered to be the 
most important witnesses to the original text of the 
New Testament. They were written entirely in capi
tal letters. The oldest of these is thought to be the 
Codex Vaticanus. Later manuscripts that appeared 
between the 1 Qth and 15th centuries were called 
"Cursives," that is, they were written in small run-



ning letters linked together. But the old manuscripts 
did not have a mixture of capital· and s1nallletters. 

2. That the expression in Romans 16:16, 
"churches of Christ" is not the official name of the 
church, rather it is a term denoting ownership. That 
is, the church belongs to its builder and head Jesus 
Christ. In Young's Literal Translation it is "The assem
blies of Christ." Should we capitalize "assemblies"? 
According to this brother's understanding, we should. 
Darby translates Romans 16:16 in this manner, "all 
the assemblies of Christ." The Contemporary English 
Version has "Christ's churches." And McCord's New 
Testament Translation of the Everlasting Gospel has 
"All of Christ's congregations greet you." It is worthy to 
note that all the translations of the Bible that I have 
personally checked use the small letter 'c' in the ex
pression "churches of Christ" as is found in Romans 
16:16. So it seems that all these scholarly persons 
understood the expression "churches of Christ" to 
mean congregations (assemblies) of Christ and not to 
be understood as the official name of the church. Thus 
we have every right to use a small 'c' when using the 
expression "churches of Christ." 

3. It must be admitted that some of the congre
gations of Christ have become a denomination and it 
is understandable that these brethren now wear the 
official name "Church of Christ." These brethren 
believe that the church began during the Restoration 
Movement here in America in the early part of the 
19m century. The word denomination carries the 
meaning of being a part of the whole. It is likened to 
our currency when we speak of how we might want 
a hundred dollar bill divided into various denomina
tions, that is, we would desire four 20-dollar bills 
and two ten-dollar bills. Our brother believes "We're 
just a small part of the body of Christ." There are lit
erally thousands of denominations in the world and 
all of these religious entities comprise the body of 
Christ, of which the "Church of Christ" is "a small 
part" according to our brother's understanding. It is 
necessarily inferred in this brother's belief that it 
doesn't matter what the various religious bodies 
teach on how a sinner should be saved. One way of 
salvation is as good as another. One can be saved by 
"faith only" or by saying the "sinner's prayer." A 
person would be accepted by the Lord by being 
sprinkled as a child or· being immersed into water be
cause one's sins have already been forgiven. In this 
brother's thinking, the diversity of doctrines propa
gated by the various denominations is not to be 
considered as a barrier to unity among the different 

segments of "the body of Christ." 
During the approximately 50 years that I have 

been preaching, I have never taught a person that he/ 
she should become a member of any denomination. I 
have never baptized a person with the understanding 
that he/she would then become a member of any de
nomination, "a small part of the body of Christ." Just 
like the apostles taught on the day of Pentecost, I have 
instructed believers in Christ to repent and be bap
tized in the name Jesus Christ for the remission of 
their sins (Acts 2:36-38). I have further instructed 
these baptized believers that the Lord who saved them 
also added them to his church (Acts 2:41, 47). These 
new disciples of Christ were taught they should come 
together with others who have been born again of 
"water and the Spirit" 0 ohn 3 :5) to worship and work 
as children of God (Acts 2:42). If people in the first 
century who believed in Jesus Christ and who obeyed 
the commands to repent and be baptized were saved 
from their sins by the blood of Jesus and were added 
to the Lord's church, can we not do the same today? If 
not, why not? The apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 
1:22-23 that the church is the body of Christ. In 
Colossians 1:18 Paul stated that the body of Christ is 
the church. He declared in Ephesians 4:4 that there is 
"one body." According to Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:13 
we are "baptized into one body" (church). It is sad 
indeed that many of our scholarly?/liberal brethren 
are making light of Christians who refer to the church 
being "Christ's church" and/or "the Lord's church." 
Our brother has the right to refer to himself as a de
nominational preacher and the church where he 
preaches as a denomination but he should not pass 
judgment on the rest of the congregations of Christ as 
being a denomination, that is, "a small part of the 
body of Christ." 
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Mormon Fallacies 
By H. A. (Buster'' Dobbs 

T he Mormons claim to believe the Bible "inso
far as it is correctly translated." Still they 
create opportunities to complain about 

many things in the Bible, which has the effect of 
causing those who are misinformed by the Mormons 
to view the Bible with suspicion. 

First Mormon Fallacy 

One of these mistakes has to do with the translations 
of the Bible. It is asserted by Mormon representa
tives that the Bible has been translated so many times 
and into so many different languages it cannot possi
bly be reliable. The objection appears to be founded 
on the misconception that each translation of the 
Bible is a translation of a translation. 

Some representatives of the Mormon church 
think the Bible was translated from Hebrew and 
Greek into the Syrian language, and from Syrian into 
Arabic, and from Arabic into Latin, and from Latin 
into German, and from German into French, and 
from French into Spanish, and from Spanish into En
glish - and so on and on until you go through the 
more than 3 00 languages into which the Bible has 
been translated. 

They then raise the question - How can the 
Bible be translated into so many languages and not 
contain a great many contradictions and mistakes? 

The truth is that the Old Testament was written 
mostly in Hebrew, and the New Testament mostly in 
Greek. If the Old Testament is translated from He
brew into, say, the Syrian language that is one trans
lation - from Hebrew to Syrian. When the Old Tes
tament was translated into a different language, it 
was not translated from the Syrian, but the transla
tors went back to the original language (Hebrew) to 
translate, say, into Arabic; and back to Hebrew again 
to translate into Latin; and back to the Hebrew to 
translate into Egyptian - ad infinitum. The same is 
true of the New Testament. It was written mostly in 

Greek and it is translated from Greek into the more 
than 3 00 languages into which it has been translated. 
It is not a translation, of a translation, of a transla
tion, and so on endlessly; but each translation goes 
back to the language in which the Bible was first 
written. 

Every English translation of the Bible is subjected 
to fierce ongoing examination. World-class scholars 
pour over the translations looking for weaknesses 
and missteps. The critique of experts in Hebrew and 
Greek and in Bible manuscripts is submitted for peer 
evaluation. It is inconceivable that an English trans
lation of the Bible could come to the market without 
every flaw and foible being noted and advertised. 
This keeps the text pure 1• 

The Mormons claim the Book of Mormon has 
been translated into 38 languages. Was it translated 
from English- its original language- into Italian, 
and from Italian into French, and from French into 
Spanish, and from Spanish into Russian, and on and 
on? Of course not- each translation is from English 
into the language into which it was being translated. 
Every translation goes back to its source. 

Well, that same thing is true of the Bible. 
The Mormon objection is groundless and is an 

attempt to discredit the Bible and undermine faith in 
the Bible. The claim to "believe the Bible insofar as it 
is correctly translated" is questionable. Mormons 
know that if the Bible is true, the Book of Mormon is 
false, and so they attempt to undermine the Bible 
with an immoral argument. 

The evidence supporting the Bible as a revelation 
from God that has been correctly preserved for 
2,000 years is overwhelming. There are numerous 
manuscripts, fragments, quotations from, and trans
lations of the Bible - especially the New Testament. 
There are about 30,000 of these documents. When 
all are brought together and carefully considered, the 
unity and agreement of the various copies is astound-

1 There are two principal theories of translation. First, there is the view that the translation ought to reproduce in the language into which it is being 
translated as accurately as possible the words of the original. Second, there is the view that the translator should give the meaning, but not necessarily 
the exact words, of the original writer. In this piece we are speaking of those translations that seek to track the words of the original writer as closely 
as possible. 
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ing. The two principal New Testament "original" 
manuscripts are the (1) Erasmus Text and (2) the 
Westcot and Hort Text. The differences between the 
two are so few and so slight as to be no problem -
and not a cause for objection. There are a number of 
good Bible translations into English (each one made 
from the "original" Greek Text - either the 
Erasmas, or the Westcot and Hort, or both) - the 
agreement between the various English translations 
of the Bible is amazing. 

The Book of Mormon, in its footnotes, copiously 
refers to statements in the Bible. If the Bible is cor
rupt and its many translations make it unreliable, 
why appeal to it for proof of anything? The fact that 
the Book of Mormon does appeal to the Bible in a 
vain attempt to prove its claims shows that they re
gard it as dependable and the objection that the Bible 
is unreliable because it has been translated so many 
times is disingenuous. 

No book in all of literature has been handled 
with such care nor examined with such extreme 
scrutiny as the Bible- and it has stood the test. The 
Mormon objection is not valid and must be rejected. 
It is revealing because it shows that the Mormons do 
not have much respect for the Bible. 

A Second Mormon Fallacy 

It is indisputable that the Bible claims to be a gospel. 
It is called by its various writers "the gospel of the 
kingdom" (Matt. 4:23); "the gospel of Jesus, the Son 
of God" (Mark 1:1 ); Paul calls it "my gospel," (the 
gospel he preached) (Rom. 2: 16) - in the same 
book Paul calls it "the gospel of God" and "the gos
pel of Christ" (Rom. 15:16, 19). 

It is distinctly "the gospel" (good news) and it is 
the power of God to save (Rom. 1: 16); it is "the gospel 
of the grace of God" (Acts 20:24); "the gospel of the 
glory of Christ" (2 Cor. 4:4); "the gospel of peace" 
(Eph. 6: 15); the gospel of truth (Col. 1 :5); the gospel 
of hope (Col. 1:24 ); and "the gospel that comes to you 
by the Holy Spirit" (1 Pet. 1: 12). In the New Testa
ment the gospel never means simply a book, but rather 
the message which Christ and his apostles announced. 
In some places it is called "the gospel of God," as, for 
example, Romans 1: 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:2,9; 1 
Timothy 1: 11. In others it is called "the gospel of 

Christ" (Mark 1:1; Rom. 1:16; 15:19; 1 Cor. 
9: 12, 18; Gal. 1 : 7). The gospel is Christ: He is the sub
ject of it, the object of it, and the life of it. It was 
preached by him (Matt. 4:23; 11:5; Mark 1:14; Luke 
4:18), by the apostles (Acts 16:10; Rom. 1:15; 2:16; 
1 Cor. 9:16) and by the evangelists (Acts 8:25). 

The gospel comes not in word only, "but also in 
power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much assur
ance" (1 Thess 1 :5). 

Paul says of this remarkable document, "Now I 
make known unto you brethren, the gospel.which I 
preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein 
also ye stand, by which also ye are saved, if ye hold 
fast the word which I preached unto you, except ye 
believed in vain" (1 Cor. 15:1-2). 

The Book of Mormon claims to be "another Tes
tament of Jesus Christ." It claims to be "comparable 
to the Bible" (See cover and Introduction of the 
Book of Mormon). The Book of Mormon is called 
"the gospel" in 1 Nephi 15:1. 

So, we have two books - the New Testament (a 
gospel) and the Book of Mormon (another gospel) 
- that claim to be gospels. Consider the following 
propositions: 

1. Paul the apostle did not know - never saw 
and never read - the book of Mormon. Mormons 
agree with this. 

2. The gospel Paul preached is the gospel of the 
new covenant, or New Testament, "insofar as it is 
correctly translated." 

3. The Bible gives an Old and a New Testament. 
The Book of Mormon claims to be "another" Testa
ment of Jesus Christ." 

4. The Book of Mormon is not the same as the 
New Testament2• 

But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto you any gospel other than 
that which we preached unto you, let him be 
anathema. As we have said before, so say I 
now again, if any man preacheth unto you any 
gospel other than that which ye received, let 
him be anathema (Gal. 1:8-9). 

Paul did not preach the Book of Mormon -
never even heard of it. 

Paul did preach what the Galatian saints received 
- the gospel of the New Testament. 

2. The existence of the Book of Mormon and the New Testament proves that they are not the same. If they were the same, there would be no reason 

for both to exist. 
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Therefore, according to Paul, Mormons are 
anathema! 

Mormons are condemned because they receive 
and preach a gospel other than the gospel Paul 
preached. 

Paul speaks of "another" gospel, which is not 
"another" gospel, but a perversion (Gal. 1: 7). Paul 
identifies a perverted gospel as being any gospel 
other than the one he preached. 

Since the Book of Mormon was not known by 
Paul, he could not possibly have preached it, and the 
Galatians could not have received it. It is therefore a 
perversion. To accept the Book of Mormon, believe 
it, and follow it is to be anathema3

• 

The New Testament - the gospel Paul preached 
- is the "once for all delivered faith" Uude 3), 
therefore the Book of Mormon is false ... not a part 
of "the once for all delivered faith." 

Consider this syllogism: 
1. Paul declared the "whole" counsel of God in 

the first century (Acts 20:27) 
2. Paul did not declare the Book of Mormon 
3. Therefore the Book of Mormon is not a part 

of the whole counsel of God 
Here is another: 
1. The apostles of Jesus were guided into "all 

the truth" Uohn 16:13) 
2. The apostles of Jesus were not guided into the 

book of Mormon 
3. Therefore the book of Mormon is not a part 

of "all the truth" 
Jude says the New Testament is " the once for all 

delivered faith" Uude 1 :3). Anything delivered after 
the New Testament was revealed in the first century 
is not a part of "the faith." 

P.O. Box 690192 
HOIIStOII, TX 77269-0192 

J Anomotha meons to be condemned without remedy ... of course, if someone accepts the Book of Mormon as true ond later learns it is a perversion, 
he can repent and avoid condemnation, but for all who persist in accepting the Book of Mormon there is no remedy. They are anathema. 
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(We have given an abridged history of World Religions. The Bible says that jesus and his teaching is the 
''true" and "undefiled" religion of salvation, which means that all other religions are false. We thought in this 
conclusion of World Religions that it is wise to list verses that show the exclusivity of the teaching of the Son of 
God. We intend to follow this up with a series of articles on denominations that claim to be Christian, and that 
will emphasize the exclusivity of the church we read about in the New Testament). 

Exclusiveness of Jesus 
If any religion (including judaism) other than Christianity can make one acceptable to God and saved in 

heaven, then why did jesus die? 
MaHhew I :2 I 

And she shall bring forth a son; and thou shalt 
call his name JESUS; for it is he that shall save his 
people from their sins. 

John3:36 
He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; 

but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him. 

John 14:6 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by 
me. 

luke 24:46-47 
and he said unto them, Thus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer, and rise again from the dead the 
third day; 

and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name unto all the nations, begin
ning from Jerusalem. 

John 4:42 
and they said to the woman, Now we believe, 

not because of thy speaking: for we have heard for 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Saviour 
of the world. 

John6:68 
Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall 

we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

John 8:24 
I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 

sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins. 

John I 5:5· I 0 
I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 

abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much 
fruit: for apart from me ye can do nothing. 

If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 

branch, and is withered; and they gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. 

Even as the Father hath loved me, I also have 
loved you: abide ye in my love. 

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 
my love; even as I have kept my Father's command
ments, and abide in his love. 

Ads 4:12 
And in none other is there salvation: for neither 

is there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved. 

Acts I 0:42-43 
And he charged us to preach unto the people, 

and to testify that this is he who is ordained of God 
(to be) the Judge of the living and the dead. 

To him bear all the prophets witness, that 
through his name every one that believeth on him 
shall receive remission of sins. 

I Corinthians 3: I I 
For other foundation can no man lay than that 

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

I fimothy 2:5-6 
For there is one God, one mediator also between 

God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all; the testimony 

to be borne in its own times; 

Hebrews 2:3 
how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a sal

vation? which having at the first been spoken 
through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them 
that heard; 
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lfebrews 12:25· I 3: I 
See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if 

they escaped not when they refused him that warned 
them· on earth, much more shall not we escape who 
turn away from him that warneth from heaven: 

whose voice then shook the earth: but now he 
hath promised, saying, Yet once more will I make to 
tremble not the earth only, but also the heaven. 

And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the re
moving of those things that are shaken, as of things 
that have been made, that those things which are not 
shaken may remain. 

Wherefore, receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, whereby we may offer ser
vice well-pleasing to God with reverence and awe: 

for our God is a consuming fire. 

I Jo6n 5:11-12 
And the witness is this, that God gave unto us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
He that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath 

not the Son of God hath not the life. 

Colossians I :2 I -23 
And you, being in time past alienated and en

emies in your mind in your evil works, 
yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his 

flesh through death, to present you holy and without 
blemish and unreproveable before him: 

if so be that ye continue in the faith, grounded 
and stedfast, and not moved away from the hope of 
the gospel which ye heard, which was preached in all 
creation under heaven; whereof I Paul was made a 
minister. 

I Join 5: I 3 
These things have I written unto you, that ye 

may know that ye have eternal life, even unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son of God. 

you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye were 
called, 

with all lowliness and meekness, with long suffer
ing, forbearing one another in love; 

giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye 
were called in one hope of your calling; 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is over all, and 

through all, and in all. 
But unto each one of us was the grace given ac

cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended on high, 

he led captivity captive, And gave gifts unto men. 
(Now this, He ascended, what is it but that he 

also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 
He that descended is the same also that ascended 

far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
And he gave some to be apostles; and some, 

prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; 

for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of 
ministering, unto the building up of the body of 
Christ: 

till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ: 

that we may be no longer children, tossed to and 
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of er
ror; 

but speaking truth in love, we may grow up in all 
things into him, who is the head, even Christ; 

from whom all the body fitly framed and knit to
gether through that which every joint supplieth, ac
cording to the working in (due) measure of each sev-

. . eral part, maketh the increase of the body unto the 
I therefore, the pnsoner tn the Lord, beseech building up of itself in love. 

lphesians 4: I· I 6 

A false teacher is any teacher who disagrees with the Bible (See 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
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Roy Williams, Elder 

Roy Williams, former elder of the East Ridge 
church of Christ passed away recently. 
Brother Williams was a devoted husband. 

He lovingly cared for his wife, Ruby, for many years. 
His example of care and kindness towards sister Wil
liams was an inspiration to all who knew him. Bro. 
Williams was also a wonderful spiritual leader to his 
family. His sons, daughter, grandchildren, and great
grand children were blessed by his spiritual leader
ship. His children speak in words of great admira
tion for what he meant to them. Bro. Williams was a 
wonderful example of what a true "shepherd" of the 
Lord's church is. For many years he served as an el
der of the East Lake church of Christ and the East 
Ridge church of Christ. It was my privilege to serve 
under his leadership. He possessed a depth of wis
dom, Bible knowledge, and kindness which com
bined to make him a very effective leader. He was a 
great soul winner through World Bible School. He 
sent hundreds, maybe thousands of lessons through 
this ministry. He received letters from his students 
telling of their deep appreciation for his interest in 
helping them understand God' word. Bro. Williams 
will be deeply missed by all who knew him and were 
touched by his godly life. 

Charles F. Cochran, minister 
East Ridge church of Christ 

501 McBrien Rd. 
Chattanooga, TN 3 74 12-3225 
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Fread-Hardeman Forum 1991: 
Larry James and Bill Swetmon 
defend the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in worship. 
Cecil May, Jr. and David Upe 
show that it is unauthorized by 
scripture. 0929540107 ...... $8.95 
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by Bobby Duncan 
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Gary C. Hampton 
A timely study of God's provi
dence midsttoday's horoscope 
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miracle. Why do Christians suffer? 
Why pray anyway? Will God heal 
me? How does God provide? Ex
cellent class book; a must forone's 
personal library.0929540344, 
paperback ............... .. ........ $8.95 
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Why doesn't God reveal Himself 
more clearly? Do homosexuals 
and alcoholics inherit their 
condition? Is Bible interpretation 
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Worldly Minded Christians 
By Walter Swain 

T he Christian life is basically a matter of mind 
control. God made us free moral agents, 
and that does not change when we become 

a follower of Christ. We still must make moral deci
sions each day of our life as a Christian. It is not sur
prising, then, to find the writers of the New Testa
ment epistles urging us to have minds centered on 
Christ, and spiritual in nature. 

In our day, especially in our materialistic, un
godly society in America, many Christians are not 
complying with this command. All around us there 
are worldly attractions, and instant gratification of 
physical desires can be had at any time. Movies, tele
vision, computers, and other sources of evil are right 
at hand at any moment, even in our own homes (this 
is not to say that those same tools may not be used 
for good). One must work at refraining from devel
oping a worldly mind and demeanor. A spiritual 
mind does not come easy. 

The apostle Paul urges Christians to, "have this 
mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
2:5). 

In Romans 12:1-2, he wrote to the members of 
the church at Rome: 

I beseech you, therefore, by, the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable, to God, which is your spiri
tual service. And be not fashioned according 
to this world, but be ye transformed by the re
newal of your mind. 

Again, to the Philippians he wrote: 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any vir
tue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things (Phil. 4:8). 

We note from these scriptures: 
• Christians are to have a mind like that of Jesus 

Christ, while he was on earth as a human. 
• This mind comes by a transformation within us 

from a physically centered mind, to a spiritually cen
tered mind. 

22 ~:ei!!:~d;~~! 

• To have a spiritual mind we must control our 
thinking, and what we put into our minds. 

• We must strive to think on those things that are 
true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, and of good re
port. 

When God commands us to do something, he 
expects us to do it. If he tells us to do something but 
does not specify the means of doing it, it is left up to 
us to decide how to achieve our goal. Still, we are 
held responsible and accountable. 

Jehovah God has given us the means to have a 
transformed spiritual mind, but we must work to de
velop it. 

The first step is to fully surrender to God. When 
Paul became a Christian he was crucified with Christ 
but still alive through a working faith (Gal. 2:20). 

Secondly, we must set our mind on things that 
are above (Col. 3 :2). Obviously, there are matters 
which we must think about that are not wrong, but 
are necessary to maintain our life. But we must set 
our priorities to allow time for spiritual thoughts 
and activities. Worldly Christians most often fail at 
this point, allowing entertainment, television, mov-
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ies, sports, and other activities to fill up their time, 
neglecting to establish time to grow spiritually. 

Therefore, Bible study and prayer time must be 
allowed each day. To develop the mind of Christ we 
must take time each day to study the Bible, and de
velop a regular prayer life. This does not necessarily 
have to be a long period. Even 10 or 15 minutes a 
day can bring great results. But we must take the 
time regularly. This will require that we eliminate 
some worldly activities from our schedules. 

Finally, we must realize that we are engaged in a 
battle for our minds (Gal. 5:16-24). 

The devil wants our mind. Christ wants our 
mind. Who wins this battle for our mind will deter
mine where we spend eternity. Worldly Christians 
are in great danger of allowing Satan to lead them to 

an eternal hell. We cannot be of this world, and fol
low Jesus. 

Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust 
of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever (1 john 
2:15-17). 

The Lord declared, "No man can serve two mas
ters, for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon" (Matt. 6:24). 

The choice is up to you! 
532 Laborcita Canyon Rd. 
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Is the Old BeHer? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus Freed-Hardeman University 

Old is often better, but new may bring im
provements. Change is inevitable. Changes 
may be made in realms of human judgment, 

and in these we must be flexible. When we begin new 
plans and procedures, we should be convinced that 
they are better. 

Some of Generation X have abandoned several 
of the "old" ways honored as biblical by their for
bears. They rally to the call for the rejection of the 
old "traditions" (some of which are the truth) in fa
vor of the new. They are exhilarated by a "breath of 
fresh air." 

Those caught up in the euphoria for change have 
imbibed the spirit of the age. Our society is in a state 
of ferment - a social revolution. Christian youth 
may be influenced by their environment which now 
breeds change. Since some new ways are healthy, we 
must have enough spirituality to "discern both good 
and evil" (Heb. 5:14 KJV). 

As a subgroup in America, Generation X has 
been labeled as "cynical, lazy, angst-ridden." These 
are some of the adjectives that are often used to de
scribe Americans in their twenties, an age group 
dubbed Generation X" (U.S. News and World Re
port, May 8, 1995, p. 54). However, other writers 

qualify this description. Three researchers declare 
that these (also called Baby Busters, born between 
1965-1980) "have been caricatured as soft, whining, 
cynical MTV addicts .... Some observers like Jane 
Bryant Quinn argue that they are not irresponsible, 
but rather more cautious and conservative than their 
parents. . .. Our studies of Christian teens convince 
us that they are not generally self-pitying 'slackers,' 
indifferent to hard work or values" (David K. Lewis, 
Carley H. Dodd, Daryl L. Tippens, The Gospel Ac
cording to Generation X, p. 13-14). 

The three above researchers concede that a high 
percentage of adolescents in churches of Christ have 
replaced some "old" beliefs with the new, ecumeni
cal and evangelical teachings. Confirmation is shown 
in the report of their research: 

"Obviously, some teens are not as distressed by 
adultery or abortion as their parents. Some teens are 
not eager to maintain the identifying markers of 
churches of Christ. In general, we note that our youths 
(to varying degrees) reject those hallmarks of the Res
toration tradition that distinguish us from other 
Christian groups. For example, the label 'Church of 
Christ,' the allowance of only vocal music in the as
sembly, the re-baptism of people from other churches 
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- such items are optional matters to some (but cer
tainly not all) adolescents within Churches of Christ" 
(Lewis, Dodd, and Tippens, p. 20). 

To further illustrate their non-acceptance of the 
"old," a few of their statistics are given: 

• "55 percent believe that it is impossible for any 
adult to be saved without being baptized." 

• "44 percent believe that one could find salva
tion in many churches other than Churches of 
Christ." 

• "23 percent believe that there is only one true 
church and that is the Church of Christ." 

• "21 percent believe that it would by very im
portant that Baptist and Christian folks be ' re-bap
tized' before they are accepted into the fellowship of 
Churches of Christ." 

• "19 percent believe that being a member of the 
Church of Christ is an absolute necessity for salva
tion." 

• "8 percent believe that one should never use 
instrumental music when singing about God, 
whether in church or out of church." 

Whence came these new views? The three re
searchers concur with Dr. Royce Money, President of 
Abilene Christian University, who stated, "These 
adolescents seem to reflect their parents' private 
views of God .... Teenagers mirror what their parents 
privately believe" (Lewis, Dodd, and Tippens, p. 23). 
If the statistics about the beliefs of Generation X are 
accurate, then churches of Christ must be concerned 
because these numbers portray a brotherhood gravi-
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ration toward giving up the plea for New Testament 
Christianity. 

Parents of the Busters are the Baby Boomers 
(born between 1946-1964) who have influenced 
them. Many of their beliefs and practices have blos
somed in their children. Dr. Wade Clark Roof, au
thor of A Generation of Seekers, recounts his survey 
of the Boomers and their radical turns. He said he 
found "that two-thirds dropped out of churches, 
synagogues, temples, mosques and other places of 
worship in their teens for two years or more." They 
said 95 percent of their parents were religious. Other 
statistics from Roof: 80 percent say one can be a 
good Christian without attending church; 60 percent 
believe it is better to explore the teaching of various 
religions, than to stick with a particular faith; 70 per
cent say one should attend worship services nor out 
of a sense of duty, but if it "meets your needs": 70 
percent believe in psychic powers. 

The Boomers and "angst ridden" Busters may de
sire to blame what they feel are their traditional, le
galistic and Puritanical parents and grandparents; or 
they may say they are alienated by social upheavals, 
Vietnam, Watergate, and distrust of government and 
organized religion. The church has come in for stri
dent criticisms that old traditions are galling. In actu
ality, they have been influenced by those who reject 
the authority of Christ and the gospel. 

From time immemorial mankind has often be
come dissatisfied with the old - God's illustrated 
way of worship. This is illustrated by the "way of 
Cain," presumptuous worship of Nadab and Abihu, 
the golden calf, idolatry and the worship by God's 
people of the sun, moon, and stars. Corru pt and 
power hungry leaders lead to corrupt worship. 

For the last 50 years, America and much of the 
world has experienced almost inexpressible and un
believable changes in every aspect of society. A revo
lution has hit morality, warfare, communication, 
education, industry, and religion. With all of the up
heaval in theological doctrines, wise and informed 
leaders in churches of Christ have "stood like a stone 
wall" for the eternal verities, but with balance, have 
accepted and promoted new ideas in the area of 
good judgment. 

We cannot change even if we tried: 
• the unchangeable Jehovah God (Mal. 3:6; 

James 1:17; Titus 1:2; Num. 23:19; Lam. 3:22-24) 
• the unchangeable Christ (Heb. 13:8) 
• the unchangeable "Spirit of truth" Oohn 

14:17; 1 John 5:6; Eph. 6:17) 



• the unchangeable Word given by the Spirit (1 
Pet. 1:25; Matt. 24:35; Ps. 119:89) 

• the unchangeable church of the New Testa
ment (Heb. 12:28) 

• the unchangeable way of salvation by the grace 
of God Uohn 3:53; Acts 2:38; Eph. 2:8-9) 

• the unchangeable way to work and worship 
Uohn 4:24; Matt. 22:37-38) 

• the unchangeable plan of organization and 
governance (Col. 1:18; Phil. 1:1) 

• the unchangeable manner of life as Christians 
(Rom. 12) 

• the unchangeable prospect of death, judgment, 
and heaven (2 Cor. 5: 1 0) 

These "old" and unchangeable "ancient land
marks" must not be removed (Prov. 22:28; 23:10). 
These are the "old paths" Uer. 6: 16) which cannot 
be destroyed. 

What has thoughtful and sensitive leadership in 
the congregations done in consideration of the needs 
of Generation X? Granted nothing has been done in 
some locales and an insufficient effort in others, but 
definitely many efforts have been made. Here are 
examples: gospel singing and praise, retreats, partici
pation in campaigns, benevolent activities, youth 
workshops, numerous Christian camps, teaching in 
vacation Bible schools, involvement in visitation pro
grams, activity center involvement, employment of 
youth minister, and financial and moral support to 
attend a Christian university (although only about 10 
percent of our Christian young people attend). 

What more can be done to help Generation X? 

1. Encourage them to plan and prepare to serve 
in a foreign or an at-home mission field. This can be 
done as a vocational missionary or with family and 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

'What's written In this little book Is based on the conviction that 
nothing In life Is more important than a thorough knowledge of the 
Bible. But ••• for one to know, he must leam. And studying must 
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church support. They have not gotten a worldwide 
vision of evangelism. 

2. Since they would like to see improvement in 
the worship, it would he beneficial to have a worship 
planning group that would meet weekly to carefully 
plan a meaningful worship each time. 

3. To assure "continuous improvement" in the 
work of the congregation a "self-study" of every phase 
of the congregation should be done. This would be 
like what is done in educational circles. Committees 
could spend several months studying the congrega
tion from top to bottom, making a report on 
strengths, weaknesses, and recommendations. The el
ders could then give this report prayerful analysis and 
set in motion the areas that will benefit every group in 
the church. The one absolute essential in such evalua
tion and reformation is that all things must be done in 
strict harmony with the revealed word of God - to 
fail here is to fail throughout. 

4. Part of the problems of the "twenty some
things" is being caught up in materialism, which leads 
them away from serving God. According to U.S. News 
and World Report, there are about 69 million Ameri
cans between 18 and 34. Remarkably, "Some 66 per
cent of Generation X high school graduates enrolled 
in college, more than any other generation in U.S. 
history. Generation X-ers also work 3.6 percent 
longer each week than the national average" (U.S. 
News and World Report, p. 54, May 8, 1995). It is not 
surprising that they would be big spenders on automo
biles (especially sports cars), furniture, and clothes. 
"Twentysomethings spend a lot of time and money on 
clothes, too. About 6.1 percent of total X-er's expen
ditures are for apparel, compared with the national 
average of 5.5 percent" (U.S. News and World Report, 
p. 55, May 8, 1995). A lesson for the X-ers, as well as 
for all of us, should be to hear Jesus warn against 
material things and rather put emphasis on "the king
dom of God and His righteousness" (Matt. 6:24-34). 

5. Before we can stop the heavy loss of the ado
lescents, we must mount a thorough teaching effort 
to bring them back to "what Jesus taught." Even 
many preachers, elders, and influential persons in 
the church should be called back to Jesus, the Truth. 
Some of the truths which need a refocus are on the 
work of the Holy Spirit, nature and essentiality of 
the Lord's church, acceptable worship, the necessity 
and beauty of baptism. 
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The Kingdom of God 
By Terry Townsend 

J
sus answered, My kingdom is not of this 
world: if my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my servants fight that 
I should not be delivered to the Jews: 

but now is my kingdom not from hence. Pilate. 
therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I a~ a king. 
To this end was I born, and for th1s cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear wit
ness unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice ijohn 18:36-37). 

The words uttered by Jesus prior to his crucifix
ion speak volumes relative to the kingdom of God, 
which is the church. Four things are necessary to 
constitute a kingdom; namely, a king, a law, subjects, 
and a territory. All four are e~hoed by our Lord to 
Pilate. 

First, a kingdom must have a king. Every king
dom there's ever been has had a king (ruler-head). 
The United States of America has had 43 presidents, 
beginning with George Washington in 1789. Christ 
Jesus is King of his kingdom- the church. He has 
all power and authority. He's the head of the church 
and will remain as head until his second advent (1 
Cor. 15 :23ff). Zechariah prophesied that he would 
rule upon his throne (Zech. 6:12·13). Paul declared 
that Jesus is "head of the body, the church" (Col. 
1:18; Eph. 5:23). To the church at Ephesus Paul 
would write, "And hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that 
filleth all in all" (Eph. 1:22-23). Thus, it behooves us 
to adhere to his command. 

Second, a kingdom must have a law; that is, a 
standard or set of rules to help govern it. Laws of the 
land provide peace, security, and stability - without 
such we'd have complete anarchy. The United States 
of America is governed by the Constitution and 
other laws put into effect by our judiciary. The king-

. dom of God is governed by the law of Christ - the 
gospel. When Jesus came into Galilee, He "preached 
the gospel of the kingdom of God" (Mark 1:14). All 
men are under the law of Christ, the same ordinance 
the apostles of the first century professed (Acts 8:12; 
Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 1:16-17). Unlike the law of 

26 November 2005 
Firm Foundation 

the land, with all its imperfections and changes, 
God's law is perfect and will never change ijames 
1:25; Luke 21:33; Rev. 22:18-19). Men will be 
judged by his law one day ijohn 12:48); thus, it be
hooves us to adhere to it. 

Third, a kingdom is made up of subjects (citi
zens), without which there could be no kingdom. 
One is either born into a kingdom, or he is granted 
citizenship. The kingdom of God (church) is also 
made up of subjects (citizens). For one to be a citizen 
in God's kingdom (Christian), he must be born into 
it - not physically, but spiritually. Jesus said to 
Nicodemus, "Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" 
Uohn 3:5). Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, "For 
through him we both have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father. Now therefore ye are .no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God" (Eph. 2:18-20). Those 
who obey the gospel are immediately added to the 
kingdom (Acts 2:41, 47; Gal. 3:26-29). 

Finally, every kingdom has a territory or land it 
occupies. Boundaries are drawn to help identify one 
kingdom from another. But the kingdom of God en
compasses the entire world- and has no boundaries 
Uohn 3:16-17; Acts 1:8; Rev. 5:9). Daniel proph
esied, "I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like 
the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed" (Dan. 
7:13-14). From the south pole to the north pole, 
middle east to the northeast, God's kingdom can be 
found. It has no earthly boundaries and comes not 
with observation because its territory is the human 
heart - "the kingdom of God is within you." 

The question is: "Are you a citizen in his king
dom?" 

123 Toney St. 
Erwin. 7N 37650 
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[Several months ago I was made aware of a brother, William R. Freeman, who is in prison. I have visited 
with him and we have exchanged several/etters. Brother Freeman is not the run-of-the-mill prison inmate. He is 
an exception. His crime (murder) was committed under extenuating circumstances, but he is uncomplaining
almost stoic, and yet a man of deep spiritual convictions and high-flown religious emotion. He is eligible for his 
first parole hearing next year. Brother Freeman has converted a great many fellow-prisoners, and attempted to 
be allowed, even in the penitentiary, to worship in public assembly as the Bible directs. His efforts have been 
frustrated by prison authorities and by calloused professing-Christians. His attempts to gain special [correct] 
worship status for the saints in prison have been hindered because no one outside prison walls seems to care -
two universities operated by our brethren in Texas elected to refuse to give a statement that instrumental music 
in worship of God is sinful. The new covenant tells the saints that it is necessary to observe the Lord's Supper 
upon the first day of every week, and that it is unacceptable to worship with denominations, i.e., fellowship de
nominations. This is difficult for faithful disciples of Christ who are in jail. I strongly suspect that William R. 
Freeman is doing a great deal more for the cause of Christ while "locked-up" than most of us who go where we 
want to go and do what we want to do. Frankly, I admire Bill Freeman, and pray that he will be granted parole 
in the very near future. When released, Freeman will devote his remaining days to teaching the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Of this I have no doubt. Say a prayer for W.R. Freeman, and let me know if you can help him 
in his application for freedom - though, of course, he is already "free in Christ., It appears to me that this 
prison inmate is more fully aware of the teaching of the New Covenant on worship and the exclusiveness of the 
church than are some - maybe many - who are unconfined. We should bow our heads in shame.] 

Why I Can't Worship with the Ecumenical Church 
By William Freeman 

T exas prison inmates, who are members of the 
churches of Christ (the body of Christ) are 
considered to be denominational by Texas 

Prison Chaplains (T.P.C.), and are classified as "Prot
estant Christians," along with Baptist, Methodist, and 
other denominations 

On each of the more than 100 prison units these 
chaplains oversee ecumenical church services for 
these Protestant Christians, and, with very few excep
tions, we either worship in these assemblies, or have 
no assembly worship. 

These "worship services" are PentecostaVBaptist 
in doctrine and practice, and have instrumental mu
sic, choirs, raising hands, clapping, whistling, tongue 
speaking, and laying on of hands. The Lord's Supper 
is offered on "special days," if at all, and is treated al
most as an afterthought. 

The atmosphere created in these events reminds 
one of a rock conce·rt. It is not surprising that gang 
members, homosexuals, and those who traffic in con
traband use these assemblies for their evil purposes. 

A wide variety of "free world" volunteer preach
ers, men and women, visit these pulpits, but the mes-

sages are predictably the same, th~ spiritually lost 
are told that salvation is "only by faith," "once 
saved always saved," and various permutations of 
Calvin's TULIP theology. Claims of modern-day 
miracles, appearances, guidance, and other manifes
tations of the Holy Spirit abound from these de
nominational teachers. 

The activities described above are man-made in
novations that are vain and unacceptable to God 
(Matt. 15 :8-9). Such "worship" is more carnal than 
spiritual - not authorized by the Lord (Col. 3: 17), 
is not of faith and therefore is sin (Rom. 14:23), and 
fails to follow the pattern principle of the New Tes
tament (Rom 6:17; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

God has revealed that first-day-of-the-week 
assembly-worship includes: 

• Observance of the Lord's Supper - 1 Cor. 
11:23-29 

• Singing- Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16 
• Giving -1 Cor. 16:2 
• Praying -1 Thess. 5:17; Acts 2:42. 
• Preaching- 2 Tim 4:1-4; Acts 2:42 
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God has revealed his plan of salvation: 
• Belief in His Son- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Repentance- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confessing Jesus as Lord - Rom. 10:9-10; 

Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16 
• Remain faithful- Rev. 2:10 
"God is Spirit and they that worship Him must 

worship in Spirit and truth" Uohn 4 :24). "Spirit" be
ing defined as the "invisible, internal seat of thought; 
with the right attitude," it must be coupled with truth, 
which is the Word of God U ohn 17: 17). 

I need not remind readers of the Firm Founda
tion that God is fastidious1 about his laws. 

This twofold imperative ("worship in Spirit and 
truth") spoken by our Lord is the acid test that bank
rupts the Ecumenical Church at its foundation - its 
foundation was built by man and not by Jesus (Matt. 
16:18). 

God's attitude and response to man made inno
vations in worship is well chronicled. His displeasure 
and wrath were poured out on Cain (Gen. 4:4-5) 
and Nadab and Abihu (Num. 3:4). Cain, Nadab, and 
Abihu are among the more well known to learn the 
hard lesson - this is invaluable for our learning. 

I can't worship in the Ecumenical Church. I have, 
for the past 16 years, opposed the Ecumenical Church 
in Texas prisons because such worship is not in keep
ing with Bible teaching. 

We have worked very hard to cause the T.P.C. 
to give members of the Lord's church similar time 

' space and opportunity to worship God that the 
Catholics, Jews, Muslims, American Indians, and vari
ous pseudo-religious groups enjoy. These inmate 
groups are generally accommodated by the chaplains 
and allowed their separate worships services. With 
few exceptions, we (members of the body of Christ) 
have been denied similar privileges. 

The T.P.C. is well aware of what members of 
churches of Christ believe and practice in our wor
ship. They have attempted many times, often in the 
face of legal pressure, to compromise by offering to 
modify their Ecumenical worship. Some of the more 
recent, half-hearted attempts involved alternating 
these things. The shoddy, disrespectful treatment of 
our "free world" brethren has been well documented 
in the courts of man and in the presence of the Al
mighty. 

. . 1 concerned that even the smallest details should be just right; eas· 
1ly d1sgusted by things that are not perfectly clean 
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Singing with mechanical instruments and making 
the Lord's Supper available to everyone, immersed 
or not, at the conclusion of the worship service, "so 
as not to offended those who don't take it." Sadly, 
some of our brothers and sisters have compromised 
that which is not ours to compromise and joined 
these assemblies. 

There are many faithful brothers and sisters in 
prison, not only in Texas but in other states as well, 
who will not compromise, but will hold fast the tra
ditions we have learned (2 Thess. 2:15) and the 
teaching of the Bible (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

We continue to contend for the faith Uude 3), 
within the guidelines the courts have provided us 
(He b. 13: 7). We have not wavered in teaching God's 
plan of salvation and the pattern-principle of New 
Testament worship, despite physical abuse, ridicule, 
harassment, job changes, and being wrongfully 
shipped all over the state far from family and breth
ren, in retaliation for our stand for the faith. 

Please remember us in your prayers. Our struggle 
continues to bring the truth of the gospel to men 
who need it the most. 

W. R. Freeman #460307 
McConnell Unit 

3001 South Emily Dr. 
Beeville, TX 78102 
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Potpourri ••• 

H ere we go again ... looking at the goo4, the 
bad, and the ugly. It gives us no pleasure to 
report that some detestable things happen 

in modem society, but it gives us unspeakable plea
sure to note that many good things happen. The ugly 
things we see in today's society are not as gruesome 
as some events in ages past. So, "what goes around 
comes around." 

If's the law 
0 [The Wall Street Journal, in an. article by jess 

Bravin, reports that "In 1988, under Attorney Gen
eral Edwin Meese Ill, the department's office of Legal 
Policy issued a 199-page report titled 'The Constitu
tion in the Year 2000.' The document ... envisioned a 
justice system that upheld 'traditional family values,, 
set rigid definitions of private property, and enforced 
'laws that reflect conceptions of public morality. ,, 
Because the issue is critical to the public standard of 
conduct ... and coming generations, we quote a por
tion of the closing part of the interesting article. It 
will be worth your while to peruse it and give it some 
thought.] 

Although Constitution 2000 claimed to be neu
tral, "it's clear where they think you should come 
out," says Dawn Johnsen, an Indiana University law 
professor . . . who has studied the project. "If you 
take this one path it leads to heaven. And then 
there's this other path." That path, she says, led to a 
world in which courts barred police from question
ing suspects but forced taxpayers to fund abortions, 
where incest, prostitution and "sexual relations 
among children" were constitutional rights and 
judges imposed taxes, wrote school curriculums and 
prescribed treatment for mental patients. 

A companion document, "Guidelines on Consti
tutional Litigation," graded various court precedents 
as "consistent" with constitutional principles or 
"seemingly incorrect." The Supreme Court had "ex
pansively read the First Amendment to protect rights 
beyond its legitimate scope," the guidelines say. 
Among other cases considered troubling: a 1937 de
cision that upheld a state minimum wage law, and a 
1963 opinion requiring state-paid lawyers for 
indigents appealing convictions. 

Such precedents, the reports suggested, could 
lead to rulings against laws that disproportionately 
burden the poor, such as vagrancy and loitering ordi
nances, or finding "unenumerated rights to such 
state benefits as education, health care or a guaran
teed income," or even "access to parks or other rec
reational facilities or a certain level of police protec
tion. Obviously, the possibilities for constitutional 
entitlements are limited only by the limits of one's 
imagination." 

Instead, conservative efforts to shape a deferen
tial judiciary largely succeeded, as courts withdrew 
from the aggressive role they took in the 1960s and 
'70s to correct perceived violations in schools, pris
ons and other institutions. Judges largely ceased to 
identify "fundamental rights" in broadly phrased 
constitutional provisions, such as the Due Process or 
Equal Protection clauses, or forbid "discrimination 
on such largely arbitrary yet common grounds as in
come, personality, or personal appearance," as the 
report feared. 

God Is the Audience 
by Owen Olbrlcht 

Sometimes we fall to see God about us and forget 
that we are continually In his presence because our 
world is engulfed by what man has done more than 
by what God had done. 

This work can bring the student to a recognition 
that he is continually In the audience of God. With 
God recognized as the audience, life has meaning, 
but without God recognized as the audience, life Is 
a hopeless maze of despair. Through a study of this 
book, you will be brought to a closer walk with God. 
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Still, the Constitution 2000 authors aren't ready, 
to declare victory. In at least one area- sexual pri
vacy- the court has taken what the Reagan admin
istration considered the wrong track, continuing 
along a line from a 194 2 opinion that voided an 
Oklahoma law requiring sterilization of "habitual 
criminals" to Roe v. Wade, the 1973 case that struck 
down abortion bans. 

Constitution 2000 identified Bowers v. Hard
wick, the 1986 opinion upholding Georgia's 
antisodomy law, as a hopeful sign the court would 
leave "the people of each state free to decide for them
selves whether homosexual activity should be prohib
ited." Taking "the alternative road" could threaten 
restrictions of adultery, bigamy, prostitution, suicide, 
euthanasia, incest, narcotics and the "use of obscenity 
even outside the home." Even "state refusal to recog
nize homosexual marriages could likewise be invali
dated," Constitution 2000 warned. 

In 2003, a 6-3 Supreme Court reversed Bowers, 
a ruling cited later that year by the Massachusetts 
high court in its decision that recognized gay mar
nage .... 

[D]ispirited liberals in April, the American Con
stitution Society, a legal group assembled as a coun
terpoint to the conservative Federalist Society, held a 
conference at Yale Law School to begin crafting a 
long-term strategy to undo the doctrines advanced 
by Constitution 2000. It was called, "The Constitu
tion in the Year 2020" (Wall Street journal, 9/27/ 
2005, p. A-4) 

Another New loolc 

§According to The Marketing of Evil, Americans 
have come to tolerate, embrace, and even champion 
many things that would have horrified their parents' 
generation - from easy divorce and unrestricted 
abortion-on-demand to extreme body piercing and 
teaching homosexuality to grade-schoolers. Does 
that mean today's Americans are inherently more 
morally confused and depraved than previous gen
erations? Of course not, says veteran journalist 
David Kupelian. But they have fallen victim to some 
of the most stunningly brilliant and compelling mar
keting campaigns in modern history. 

The Marketing of Evil reveals how much of what 
Americans once almost universally abhorred have 
been packaged, perfumed, gift-wrapped and sold to 
them as though it had great value. Highly skilled 
marketers, playing on our deeply felt national values 
of fairness, generosity and tolerance, have persuaded 
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us to embrace as enlightened and noble that which 
all previous generations since America's founding re
garded as grossly self-destructive - in a word, evil. 

In this groundbreaking and meticulously re
searched book, the veil of marketing-induced decep
tion is lifted to reveal exactly when, where, how, and 
especially why Americans bought into the lies that 
now threaten the future of the country. 

For example, few of us realize that the widely re
vered father of the "sexual revolution" has been irre
futably exposed as a full-fledged sexual psychopath 
who encouraged pedophilia. Or that giant corpora
tions voraciously competing for America's $150 bil
lion teen market routinely infiltrate young people's 
social groups to find out how better to lead children 
into ever more debauched forms of "authentic self
expression." 

Likewise, most of us mistakenly believe the "abor
tion rights" and "gay rights" movements were sponta
neous, grassroots uprisings of neglected or persecuted 
minorities wanting to breathe free. Few people realize 
America was actually "sold" on abortion thanks to an 
audacious public relations campaign that relied on 
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fantastic lies and fabrications. Or that the "gay rights" 
movement- which transformed America's former 
view of homosexuals as self-destructive human beings 
into their current status as victims and cultural heroes 
-faithfully followed an in-depth, phased plan laid 
out by professional Harvard-trained marketers. 

Boy Scouts 
0 Hans Zeiger may represent the hope for the fu

ture. He is not the typical postmodern young twenty
something. You don't see his type portrayed on "The 
Real World" on MTv. But he isn't alone. He is part 
of a movement that is alive and well - and thriving. 

Nineteen-year-old Hans is a Boy Scout. More 
specifically, he is an Eagle Scout. And he is tired of 
the attack on the Boy Scouts by those who would 
like to see it assimilated into the politically correct 
culture that dominates many of our nation's institu
tions. In his book Get Off My Honor! Hans analyzes 
a half-century of events leading up to the present 
struggle for the soul of the Boy Scouts. 

Hans shows how those who wish to destroy the 
scouts are attacking it for what it represents at its 
core- Christian values. With biting commentary, 
Zeiger paints a picture showing vividly how the Boy 
Scouts of America has been spat upon and cursed by 
its critics. 

Groups as diverse as the United Way, ecumenical 
church denominations, unions, educational and 
medical organizations, judges, members of the 
Clinton administration, and left-wing activists have 
labeled the Boy Scouts as bigots and homophobes. 
Hans Zeiger is ready to let the world know the truth 
about scouting and the truth behind those who wish 
to destroy it. 
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1/2"x 1/4" Individual Pes. [J Hospitals - Shut Ins - Trips 
1 Box, 1,000pcs. $4.75 ..,_ #H-1890 $9.95 
1 Case (24 boxes) $4.25 · 
LEAVENED BREAD PLASTIC COMMUNION TRAYS 

0 
#H·1887c ~.00 

H-1981. Hexagonal Order ftom your favonte bookstore 
Jndlvklual Pieces or ftom Star Bible at 1-800-433-7507 
1 Bag, soo pes. (12 oz.) $2.50 Box 821220, Fl. 'Yorth, TX 76182 
1 Case (12bags) $24.00 www.starbible.com 

Visa or Mastercard accepted 

Drink Named for Killer Hurricane 1 
0 Lawyers seek alcoholic beverage with slogan 

"Get Blown Away." 
It didn't take long for someone to seek to make 

money off the misery caused by Hurricane Katrina. 
Two attorneys from Louisiana have filed paper

work to attach the name of Katrina onto alcoholic 
beverages. 

"In a new filing with the U.S. Patent and Trade
mark Office, Andrew Vicknair and Harold Ehrenberg 
provided federal officials with a logo ... bearing the 
word Katrina, the phrase 'Get Blown Away,' and a 
small satellite image of the deadly storm," reports the 
Smoking Gun website. 

The application for a trademark was filed Sept. 
4, less than a week after the storm blasted the Gulf 
Coast, killing many and leaving thousands of others 
homeless. 

MC Sexy 
tilOn the heels of Paris Hilton's sexually super

charged burger campaign for Hardee's and Carl's Jr, 
fast-food giant McDonald's is serving up a new gen
eration of Ronald McDonald - one that's not a 
clown, and not even a Ronald for that matter. 

The McMarketing campaign in Japan replaces 
the traditional baggy-pants male clown with a sexy, 
bikini-clad woman. 

BURIED 
ALIVE 
Jack Cuozzo 

.l.n.: k 

This book bears the subtitle, "The Startling Truth 
about Neanderthal Man," but it is far more than that. 
In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept of 
"prehistory," belabors how fossils are uncovered, 
examines some of the faulty assumptions behind 
recent fossil finds, presents evidence from the fossil 
record against hominid evolution, and investigates 
evidence substantiating the biblical creation 
account. Exciting reading. 350 pgs., paperback 

$1·3.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

November 2005 
Firm Foundation 31 



"In the Japanese TV commercial," notes Britain's 
Guardian newspaper, "the foxy female version, with 
shoulder-length straight auburn hair in place of 
Ronald's frizzy mop, smolders at the camera in a 
flowing yellow dress, and later a red and white 
striped bikini with thigh-length leggings and red high 
heels." 

Ill 
$National Review (May 23, 2005, p. 59) printed 

a piece that recited some objections to present politi
cians who cite the Christian foundation for our nation 
and the convictions of the founding fathers that man 
is created and therefore has a Creator. The piece 
quotes Woodrow Wilson in his campaign for the 
presidency in 1911: "A nation that does not remember 
what it was yesterday, does not know what it is today, 
or what it is trying to do. We are trying to do a futile 
thing if we do not know where we came from or what 
we have been about ... America was born a Christian 
nation. America was born to exemplify that devotion 
to the tenets of righteousness which are derived from 
the revelation of Holy Scripture." 

Mr. aad Mrs. Jree 
VA thousand people in Calcutta, India, attended 

a wedding in which the bride and groom stood side
by-side but didn't move. The April 16th marriage was 
between a banyan tree and a fig tree, and was ar
ranged by locals who believe an evil spell has caused 
a recent crime wave and two suicides. The marriage 
of the trees is supposed to ward off the spell: "There 
is an evil eye that has been cast on us," wedding or
ganizer Gouri Shankar Sengupta told the Reuters 
news service. 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,800-plus class hours 
• Tuition-tree 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Denver E. Cooper 

• • • 
Rlllvlew Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P. 0. Box 785 • Moundsville. WV 26041-0785 

(304) 845-8001 
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Now fou See II - Now fou Jon'f 
0 Hundreds of Catholic Chicagoans flocked last 

week to an expressway underpass, bringing flowers, 
candles, and paintings to create a makeshin shrine to 
the Virgin Mary. The reason: They believe that they 
see her image in a stain from salt run-off on a con
crete wall. "We believe it's a miracle," said visitor 
Elbia Tello. "We have faith, and we can see her face." 
[Editor's comment: This is a lame view of what con
stitutes a miracle. Vivid imagination is not the same 
thing as a supernatural act - like raising the dead or 
stilling a raging storm on the sea.] 

srD 
0 The teenagers of Conyers, Georgia, engaged in 

promiscuous sexual behavior - some with more 
than 100 partners - which led to a shocking syphilis 
epidemic in the upscale neighborhood. More shock
ing was the comment of Deborah Tolman, a research 
scientist and director of the Adolescent Sexuality 
Project at Wellesley Collage, who suggested that girls 
are entitled to their own sexual desire or sexual plea
sure and that "good" girls or "nice" girls are depriv
ing themselves of a full life. Ms. Tolman's article, 
"How Being a Good Girl Can Be Bad for Girls," is a 
classic redefinition of deviance in which what has 
been regarded as "good" is recast as "deviant" and 
what has been seen as "bad" becomes "normal." 

lesforaflon 
CfThe quick and discerning eye of Earl Davis 

caught the significance of a news-report in the Chi
cago Tribune that is too important to reduce to a sen
tence or two. When the Catholics were buzzing 
about appointing a new pope, a Catholic College 
professor, Eileen P Flynn, wrote and the Tribune re
ported: 

Catholics would be blessed if our next pope 
[of course the "next" pope has been named] 
has a good sense of history. While the Roman 
Catholic Church has been one of the foremost 
institutions in the world for the last 2,000 
years, the most important elements of Chris
tianity stand out in the witness of the early 
church. 

The first generations of those who followed 
Jesus understood what they needed to do to 
bring about the kingdom of God. 

They cared for each other and they were 
zealous in their efforts to evangelize. Their 
evangelizing was probably less about increas
ing their numbers and gaining greater visibil
ity and more about promoting the ideals of 



peace, forgiveness, generosity and authentic
ity that Jesus advocated. They were concerned 
about teaching people about Jesus and sup
porting each other as they tried to follow 
Jesus' message. In the early years, spirituality 
and dedication were the hallmarks of Chris
tianity .... 

Starting with the Middle Ages, the culture 
of Western Europe has had a pronounced in
fluence on Catholic Christianity. The Catholic 
hierarchy appropriated ranks and signs of of
fice from feudal lords and monarchs. Some of 
the things church leaders think important 
constitute a distraction from what we need to 

be about, whi le ocher accretions are obstacles 
that deter the church from doing God's work. 
Titles, such as "your eminence" and "your ex
cellency" and wine cellars to die for have 
nothing to do with Christianity. 

A challenge both theological and pragmatic 
that will face the new pope is to steer the 
church so that it acknowledges the need to di
vest itself of medieval practices that deter 
Catholic leaders from modeling the spirit of 
the apostles. A new pope who is familiar with 
historical and New Testament scho larship will 
know what changes are needed. 

The church's recent culture closed in on it
self, and the hierarchy has been unable to 
credibly administer the church. The priest sex 

The Eldership 
J. W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congrega
tions throughout the brotherhood know that 
the subject of the eldership needs to be 
given much study. Elders, ministers, Bible 
teachers and students in general will 
welcome this reprint of brother McGarvey's 
book. Brother McGarvey's writings on any 
topic are worthy of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 pback, 79 pgs .................. $4.95 

Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and 
challenges elders. A must read for every 
elder. Elders say: "Speaks to the heart and 
soul of the lives of elders. I have not read 
anything more helpful." (AL) ' I do not know 
of any other book except the Bible, that will 
help elders to properly perform and be 
encouraged." (TN) "Your insight into our 
prob- lems and feelings Is accurate. [My] 
goal ... read this book once a month and every 
time doubt, frustra-tion, disappointment 
hamper my ability to serve." (FL) BKGK01 
pback, 105 pgs ............................ $7.95 

$3.00 s&h for one book • $4.50 for both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

abuse scandal provides a tragic example of a 
church that lacked credibility and that refused 
to deal forthrightly with the crisis until leader
ship was dragged kicking and screaming by 
the media to listen to victim-survivors speak 
of their molestation. Bishops gave bureau
cratic reasons for why they did not act deci
sively to remove priest abusers and Pope John 
Paul remained aloof from the crisis for as long 
as humanly possible. 

How could this have been the case? For 
hundreds o f years popes and bishops have 
considered themselves above the laity - a 
privileged class who were accountable to 
God, but not God's people, the church (Eileen 
P. Flynn is a professor at St. Peter's College). 

Brother Davis wrote: "This sounds like a restora
tion ... hope some listen." 

Marriage 
C9lSACRAMENTO, Calif. Gov. Arnold 

Schwarzenegger followed through Thursday on his 
promise to veto a bill to legalize same-sex marriage, 
leaving the issue up to voters or judges who will 
likely face the volatile issue in the next year. 

"This bill simply adds confusion to a constitu
tional issue," the governor said in a veto message. 

Schwarzenegger had announced his intention on 
Sept. 7, a day after the Legislature became the first in 
the country to approve a bill allowing gays and lesbi
ans to wed. 

Schwarzenegger said the bill by Assemblyman 
Mark Leno contradicted Proposition 22, which was 
approved by voters in 2000 and said only a marriage 
between a man and woman is valid. 

Can Change 
t9}"Atheist psychiatrist argues that gays can 

change." That's the subhead of a Christianity Today 
interview with Robert Spitzer, professor of psychia
try at Columbia University. It is no criticism of Chris
tianity Today to note that his being an atheist is 
viewed as a plus. It is to say, "Hey, it's not just we 
Christians who think this way." The Spitzer story is 
indeed interesting. Back in 1973 he was instrumental 
in having the American Psychiatric Association de
clare that homosexuality is not a clinical disorder. 
Thirty years later, after extensive research with ho
mosexuals who had undergone reparative therapy 
(the preferred term now is "reorientation therapy"), 
he concluded that it was about as effective as most 
therapies. A storm ensued when he published his 
findings in the October 2003 issue of Archives of 
Sexual Behavior. 
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Criminals 
OSaudi police busted a secret ring of Christians, 

arresting 40 Pakistani men, women, and children 
who were praying in a Riyadh apartment. Police 
found religious books and cassettes and a cross. 
"These people tried to spread the poison and their 
beliefs to others," said a police source, "by means of 
distributing pamphlets and publications" (National 
Review, May 23, 2005, p. 8). 

law of the land? 
lilA judge who declared all public areas of Los 

Angeles County courthouses "no speech zones" has 
been hit with a federal civil rights lawsuit. 

According to the complaint filed Thursday, a 
general order issued Sept. 13 by California Superior 
Court Judge William MacLaughlin "prohibits such 
free speech activities as picketing, distribution of lit
erature, and demonstration." 

"The courts are supposed to be protecting our 
First Amendment rights, not suppressing them," said 
Mike Johnson, senior legal counsel for the Alliance 
Defense Fund. "This judge's order is a constitutional 
travesty and has already forced our clients and other 
law-abiding citizens from engaging in classic, ordi
nary free speech." 

The complaint says the ban "requires even an in
dividual prospective speaker to get a permit but fails 
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Out With Doubt 
A Look at the Evidence 
for Christianity 

By Kyle Butt 

Written mainly for junior high and high school age 
groups, examines the existence of God, the inspi
ration of the Bible, the age of the Earth, dinosaurs 
and the Bible, miracles, the resurrection of Christ, 
and other topics, including what a person must do 
to be saved. Understandable and relevant. 
160 pgs., paperback 

$7.95 Plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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to provide any objective criteria or time restrictions 
governing the granting of a permit." 

Alliance Defense Fund attorneys represent best
selling author and TV co-host Ray Comfort and Pas
tor Emeal Zwayne. 

ADF says the two Christian ministers have been 
peacefully sharing their faith most mornings for the 
last two and a half years outside the Los Angeles 
County courthouse in Bellflower. 

For 20 minutes each morning, Comfort and 
Zwayne talk with people waiting outside before the 
courthouse opens for the day. 

They have never caused any disturbance for the 
court or for uninterested persons, ADF insists. 

Because of the court's "no speech zone" order, 
police officers removed the two men from a walkway 
outside of the courthouse Sept. 30 and told them not 
to return. 

"Our clients have been peaceably speaking on 
the courthouse steps for years," said Johnson. "Now 
a judge has proclaimed a sudden and sweeping crack
down on free speech. A courthouse is the last place 
you'd expect to find a restriction on an American's 
First Amendment rights." 

Johnson said he expects the federal court will 
"see the obvious problems with Judge MacLaughlin's 
order and declare it unconstitutional" (Wor/dNet
Daily). 

Despicable 
@USA Today (Oct 19, 2005, Seeton D) printed a 

long article by Sharon Jayson saying that interview
ing a cross-section of teen-agers shows that a grow
ing number of young people subscribe to the view 
that oral-sex is not sex ... and that it is "safe." A dis
turbing number of youth look on oral-sex as equiva
lent to shaking hands, or maybe hugging, or even a 
casual kiss. The result is parties where oral-sex is 
openly practiced and handed out like party-favors. 
There was a time when spin-the-bottle could result 
in a public kiss, but in today's world, in some areas, 
it may get public oral-sex. 

It is not pleasant to read this report {pray that it is 
overstated like a lot of "news" in the American me
dia). Anyway, there is some basis for the report, which 
says that 75% of the young boys and girls questioned 
admitted to the casual practice of oral-sex. 

The parents of America need to take notice. Ex
perts say parents need to talk to their kids about sex 
sooner rather than later. Oral sex needs to be part of 
the discussion. 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: I agree with your answer on long and 
short hair. Regarding another long established 

custom (Deut. 22:5), is it wrong today for a man to 
dress in a skirt and blouse and carry a purse in pub
lic? (B.A.) 

Answer:The passage that you cite says that a 
.1"\..woman should not wear what pertains to a man 
nor should a man put on a woman's garment. It would 
be wrong to base any prohibition to Christians upon 
an Old Testament ordinance or law. Although the Old 
Testament is an infallible and inspired record of God's 
dealing with man, especially the nation of Israel, its 
laws are not our laws and we are not subject to its 
ordinances (see Col. 2:14, 16; Heb. 7:12). However, 
without resorting to Deuteronomy 22:5 there are two 
reasons why I believe that it would be shameful for 
man to dress in women's clothes in the manner sug
gested in this question. 

1. There is a New Testament principle that there 
is to be a difference between man and woman. Spe
cifically a difference in appearance. In 1 Corinthians 
11, that difference is specified to be a difference in 
length of hair, based upon custom. By the same to
ken it would seem that the other customary appear
ance differences between men and women should 
also be observed. 

2. For a man to dress in the manner you describe 
would be to publicly identify himself with homo
sexuality or with another sexual perversion called 
transvestism. Therefore, based upon the important 
New Testament teaching concerning influence, a 
Christian would avoid such an appearance. Using the 
principles set forth in 1 Corinthians 11, brother Roy 
Deaver, in a well-known and frequently quoted ar
ticle, has shown if it were the customary identifying 
mark of prostitutes in a given area to carry red 
purses, then it would be a sin for Christian women to 
carry red purses in that area. The point is, Christians 
should do nothing that would identify them in the 
minds of people with sin, even if they were not in
tending to commit the sin under question. Influence 
is no small matter. It is one of our most precious pos-

sessions. We should endeavor to make our influence 
good and use it to help others be better. 

In the same way and for the same reasons woman 
should not dress in such a way as to try to appear to 
be a man. 

That does not mean, however, as some have at
tempted to apply it, that women should not wear pant 
suits or other slacks designed for women. These are 
not men's clothing. Men would be rightly ridiculed if 
they were to wear them. It is worthy of note that in 
Bible times men and women dressed in long pants 
covered by a tunic or toga. The difference in women's 
garb and men's apparel was in the texture of the fabric 
and the color. Men used coarse cloth that was drab in 
color, and women used finer material, usually color
ful, and were veiled. Of course, fashions change from 
generation to generation and from region to region, 
so no blanket and over-all description of male and 
female clothing styles is possible. 

But there were differences then, as there prop
erly are now, between what men wore and what 
women wore. 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. • Montgomery, AL 36109 

~,.~ ()nC'l tn the %t'4 
by Bruce R. Curd 

Here is the issue. Is the attitude, the motivation, that leads 
one to wed an unbeliever a good attitude or a bad one? 
Is one who subordinates spiritual interests to physical 
interests being motivated by righteous desires or not? Is 
the one who yokes with the unbeliever exhibiting a holy 
desire to put the kingdom of Christ first In his life. The 
religion of Christ Is not something that we do occaslonallly 
as a part of our lives, irather it is all consuming and must 
govern every decision that we make. This book reflects 
scholarly research, reasoned logic, and above all, an 
appeal to the authority of the scriptures. Third edition, 
revised. BKLA04, paperback, 260 pgs. 

$9.95 
$3.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
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Bible and the Age of the Earth 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an in-depth discussion on the controversial 
topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, including 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
New Testament passages pertinent to this extremely 
important subject. 124 pgs., paperback ........ $6.50 

Case for the Existence of God 
Bert Thompson 
This book is packed with evidence from nature 
regarding the existence of God. It examines 
evidences from both the Universe and man himself. 
Also includes discussion of morality as proof of 
God's existence. Great for someone who doubts 
that God exists. 200 pgs., paperback ........... $5.95 

Creation Compromises - 2nd ed. 
Bert Thompson 
A newly revised, thorough, well-documented 
refutation of attempts to reconcile uniformitarian 
geology with the Creation account. Dr. Thompson 
provides a solid foundation for the correct under
standing of Genesis, and critiques the Day-Age 
Theory, Gap Theory, progressive creation, and other 
forms of theistic evolution and old-Earth creationism. 
430 pgs., paperback .... ................................ $12.00 

Darwin's Enigma -
Fossils and Other Problems 
Luther Sunderland 

The author, at the request of the New York State 
Board of Regents, interviewed the curators of the 
world's most famous museums of natural history. 
You will be amazed at the candid admissions of 
these evolutionists as they explain, time and again, 
the lack of support for evolution provided by the 
fossil record. 193 pgs., paperback .............. $10.95 

In Defense of ••• 
The Bible's Inspiration 
Bert Thompson 

Presents an examination of the Bible's claims for its 
own inspiration and the numerous evidences that 
establish it as the inspired Word of God, including 
the importance of divine revelation as well as lhe 
Scriptures' unity, historicaVprophetic accuracy, and 
incredible scientific foreknowledge. 99 pgs., 
paperback ...................................................... $4.95 

How Do You Know 
the Bible Is From God? 
Kyle Butt 

How do we know that God wrote the Bible? Does 
the Bible have errors in it? Where did the Bible 
come from? Answers to these types of questions 
can be found in this book for 4th-6th graders. 13 
chapters, professional artwork, charts, activity 
pages - an excellent for Bible class and 
homeschoolers. 30 pgs., hardbound ............ $7.95 

Please call for shipping costs. 

Investigating Christian Evidences: 
Bert Thompson and Brad Harrub 
13-chapters with discussion questions - ideal for 
college or group studies. Topics: Evidence for exist
ence of God; inspiration of the Bible; responses to 
evolutionists' arguments; problem of evil, pain, suf
fering; Sonship/deity of Christ; historicity of Genesis 
1-11 with heavily illustrated chapter, "Walking Amidst 
the Dinosaurs." Ending 2 chapters on what a person 
must do to be saved; the uniqueness and singularity 
of Christ's church. 387 pgs. paperback ...... $10.95 

Matter of Fact: A Look at More 
Evidence for Christianity 
Kyle Butt 
Using same format as Out With Doubt, this book 
looks at more Christian evidences, such as the 
biblical concept of faith, the Bible and archaeology, 
the laws of thermodynamics, and the consequences 
of belief. Interesting, easy-to-read style, A Matter of 
Fact gives teens materials they need to build a 
strong spiritual foundation and combat evolutionary 
error. 160 pgs., paperback ............................ $7.95 

Refuting Evolution 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfatl 

Creationist response to National Academy of 
Science's Teaching About Evolution and the Nature 
of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thou
sands of public school teachers, is an effort to 
saturate students with evolutionary concepts. This is 
a cogent rebuttal, examining the points in the NAS 
booklet: science and religion; natural selection; bird 
evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 
089512582, 143 pgs., paperback ... .............. $9.99 

Refuting Evolution 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfatl 
The author goes to bat once again in Refuting 
Evolution 2. Aimed at the PBS television series 
"Evolution," Sarfati adroitly shows the fallacies of 
evolutionary theory, offering sound creationist 
interpretation of the facts. Also updated: creationist 
"arguments" such as the "plesiosaur" reeled in by 
the Japanese fishing boat, the peppered moths, and 
much more. Priceless resource for evolution debate. 
0890513872, 240 pgs., paperback ........... .. $12.99 

Scientific Case for Creation 
Bert Thompson 

Presents scientific evidence supporting the biblical 
account of creation, including discussions on the 
creation/evolution models, operation science vs. 
origin science, the fossil record, genetics, law of 
biogenesis, thermodynamics, etc. 280 pgs., 
paperback, ...................................... ............... $5.95 

The Truth About Human Origins 
Brad Harrub and Bert Thompson 
This investigation of man's origins examines the 
fossil record, gender and sexual reproduction, 
language, the brain, mind and consciousness, skin 
color and blood types, etc. Each chapter presents 
an insurmountable obstacle for evolutionary theory, 
and discusses current scientific data that uphold the 
creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 
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Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

-Georgia- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 

Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preac.her. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 

1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. preacher. (Services in English and Spanish.) 
10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

www.nonhernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

-Ohio- S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) p.m. ('h mi. east of 1-35) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. -Virginia-

_Oklahoma_ Richmond- Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Oklahoma City - Putnam City Church of p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
Christ, 4300 N. Ann Arbor Ave., 73122. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 5 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (405) 787-5814. 

- South Carolina - The Living Oracles Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 1215S.MainSt., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
available 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
BueUton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
_ Colorado _ p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 

minister. 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344- a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
4050 

-Florida-

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-W'mter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Introduce 

your congregation 

to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367·62.16 

A translation of the New Testament 
with Invaluable supplementary ma-
terlal. pb 

$19.99 
$3.75 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation · 
(888) 367·6216 

Leetnres on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures. Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback. 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'1•'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents sdd 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLAS-SIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum chorge $10. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Full-time preacher needed for a sound congregation 
of the Lord•s church ih Scott Depot, WV. 110-120 
members under oversight of elders. Nice brick bldg. 
and preacher•s home. For more details, please visit 
our website at www.churchofchrist-scottdepot.org. 
Contact Lewy Moore, 118 Kilgore Rd., Scott 
Depot, WV 25560 or call (304) 757-7257 

Full time minister•s position is open in Fort Scott, 
Kansas. We are looking for a man who will edify 
and motivate a congregation and to help evangelize 
a southeast Kansas community of a population of 
8500. Salary is $27,200.00 per year and a 3 
bedroom home located next to the church building. 
Interested parties may contact me, Norman Nation, 
at 620-223-3759, or email resumeS/questions to 
normnation@hotmail.com or mail to Norman 
Nation, 1801 S. Margrave, Fort Scott, Kansas 
66701. 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pennsylvania, is looking for a 
full-rime gospel preacher to work with us. We can 

American Standard Version 
The Old and New Testments 

• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear. readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

D-940999-45-5 .......... $59.95 
• Burgundy Genuine leather 

0-940999-46-5 .......... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

D-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
• size 43/ .. •x7~·x 3/a• 

1·56794·939-0 ........... $24.95 

• No Indexing available 

$4.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

supply financial support of $500.00/week. If further 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This might be ideal for someone nearing 
retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 
supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord•s Kingdom. You will find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We are committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same@ 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail speedbull1@aol.com 

Full-time, experienced preacher for cong. of 70-75 
with potential of growing. Must be biblically sound, 
family man, with love and enthusiasm for reaching 
the lost as well as reaching and preaching to the 
saved. We are 50/50, black/white congregation. 
We have 3 elders and 3 deacons. Inquiries must 
include r~sum~, audio/video of recent sermon, a 
current family picture with references. Send to 
Elders, Riverview Church of Christ, 2053 Soutel 
Dr., jax, FL 32208. 

Pulpit Minister Opening: An established 
congregation in the Central Valley of California is 
seeking a preacher/minister who has proven 
credentials as an evangelist who is a "people 
person." Those who have an agenda other than 
preaching the Word, in its purity and simplicity, to 
a lost and dying world, and building up the body 
of Christ, need not apply. The Congregation has 
elders, and deacons, who are committed to 
maintaining the sound doctrine of the church. 
Salary is negotiable. Please contact jim Tucker at 
(661) 872-5166 or email at tuckerjs@msn.com. 

Youth and Family Minister wanted for a 
congregation of 250 with 5 elders, 16 deacons, a 
jr-Sr High youth group of about 30 and an 
organized elementary school group. Current YM 
has been on staff for 3 Y'1 yrs. and is leaving for 
mission work. Please submit a cover letter stating 
the reasons for your interest in the position plus a 
r~sum~ with educational background, complete 
work history and a minimum of three references. 
Main and Oklahoma Church of Christ, Att: Elders, 
P.O. Box 1004, McAlester, Oklahoma 74502 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 17 S in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send r~sum~ (last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe and Classic Reference Bible 
Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.2 pt. type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 
158-134·3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134·4600 ..................... $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4~68 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pt type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134·3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158·134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158·134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158·134-3205 ..................... $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134·3876 ..................... $32.99 
Hardback Red Letter 
158-134-3167 ..................... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134·3167 ..................... $29.99 
Paperback 
158·134-4449 ..................... $18.99 
Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158·134·3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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Troth for Today Commentmy &ries 
A complete exegesis and application of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by faithful scholars of the churches of Christ 

Scholars within the churches of Christ are producing a complete book-by-book commentary on the entire Bible. 
Each volume in this historic work provides remarks on every verse of the text covered, and each chapter ends with 
an application section which offers suggestions for developing sermons and Bible classes. Biblical text Is New 
American Standard Bible (Updated Edition). (1D-year project- 40-45 volumes) 

The authors are taking advantage of both ancient and contemporary historical and archaeological findings to give 
insight Into the Scriptures and provide practical applications. Eddie Cloer, general editor, has taught at Harding 
University since 1976. Joining Cloer in editorial roles are Don Shackelford, Professor Emeritus of Bible at Harding 
University, where he also served as Director of International Studies and Duane Warden, New Testament editor, Is 
Professor of Bible and Associate Dean of the College of Bible and Religion at Harding University. 

The Scholars 
David Anguish 
Rodney Ashlock 
Mike Case 
Carl Cheatham 
Eddie Cloer 
Sellers Crain 
Earl Edwards 

Ancll Jenkins Owen Olbricht 
Dayton Keesee Martel Pace 
Jay Lockhart Ray Paseur 
Cecil May Jr. Dennis Petrillo 
Jack McKinney Paul Pollard 
Bruce Mclarty Eugene Priest 

David Rechtin 
Coy Roper 
David Roper 
Don Shackelford 
Don Vinzant 
Duane Warden 

Edward Myers Neale Pryor 

Volumes Available • Hardback 

~~~ • ColosslansiPhll~mon by Owen Olbright, Bruce Mclarty •.••.•.••..•.••. $29.95 
• Acts 1-14 by Dav1d Roper, 558 pgs . .................................................. $29.95 
• Acts 15-28 by David Roper, 560 pgs . ................................................ $29.95 
• Ezekiel by Denny Petrillo, Ph.D., 711 pgs . ..•........................••........... $29.95 
• Revelation 1·11 by David Roper, 550 pgs • ••..................................... $29.95 
• Revelation 12-22 by David Roper, 488 pgs . .•............................•...... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 1 by David Roper, 602 pgs . ......................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 2 by David Roper, 683 pgs . .....••.................. $29.95 
• Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer, 708 pgs . .............................................. $29.95 
• Study Guide for Psalms 1·50 by Eddie Cloer .................................... $3.50 

Assists the Bible class fn having an In-depth study of the Book 
of Psalms and prepares students for rich discussions of the biblical texts. 
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(This is the second in a series of 4 articles written by the late Grover Cleveland Brewer, a man distinguished 
for his intellect and teaching talent. We reprint the articles because the present generatioll needs to know this 
great man, and because much of what he says is critical to a correct understanding of Bible teaching about bap
tism.) 

Denominational Baptism, No. 2 
By G. C. Brewer, deceased 

T he second question that was raised in the let
ter we published last month was: In w hat 
sense do we accept or reject people on their 

baptism or any other condition? Brethren frequently 
ask whether or not we should "accept people on 
their baptism." We should first ask: What part do we 
have in accepting or rejecting people on any condi
tion? Who does the accepting, if we accept people on 
their baptism? Does the preacher alone do this, or 
does the congregation join with him in. this act of 
"accepting" somebody? If the congregation partici
pates in this, in what way do the people make known 
their willingness to accept the person? Would it not 
be necessary to state the case and take a vote? 

The denominations all have methods of accept
ing or receiving members. These methods differ 
somewhat with the different denominations, each 
sect having its own peculiar manner of receiving 
people "into the church." They open the doors on ly 
at stated times. But the door to Christ's own church 
has never been closed since the day of Pentecost. 
People enter that church, which is the house, house
hold, or family of God (2 Tim. 3:15; H eb. 3:3-6; 
Eph. 2:19-21; Gal. 6:10), by a spiritua l birth Uohn 

3:3-5). Under another figure this church is spoken of 
as the body of Christ (Eph. 1 :23; Col. 1:18), and 
people enter into Chri st, into his body, by a faith that 
is perfected and actualized in baptism (Gal. 3 :26-27; 
1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 6:3-6). The same fact is pre
sented in still a nother form when it is shown tha t 
people are convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit 
through the gospel, comply with the conditions of 
pardon, and are rhe n saved, and God adds them to 
the church without any further choice or act or cer
emony on the part of man (Acts 2). 

This being true, we see then that human beings 
have something to do in making Chri stians - mem
bers of the Lord's body, which is his church - to 

teach, preach, and then baptize those who believe
those who are subjects for baptism (Matt. 23:18-20; 
Mark 16: 15-16; Luke 24:46-49). But who is a sub
ject for baptism ? Any responsible person who has 
heard the gospel and believed it and who is willing to 
repent of all sin a nd obey Christ from now hence
forth forevermore. But who is to decide whether a 
man believes and is will ing to repent and obey? Each 
man must decide this for himself, and he will tell of 
his decision to the preacher, to the church, and to the 

(continued 011 page 6) 
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Editorial 

On Being Right 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I 'd rather be right than be president," the 
saying goes. But, being right is se ldom pop
ular. It is strange, yet true, that being right 

generates hatred and violent opposition. 
The Jewish rulers developed a towering and 

smoldering hatred for Jesus. They wanted him 
dead. 

Why? 
Well, mainly, because he was right and they 

were wrong. Their hatred o f Jesus grew and finally exploded in 
the persistent shouts of a mob, 

"Crucify him, crucify him! 
"Let him be crucified! 
"Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" 
Pilate and his wife knew Jesus to be innocent. T he demand of 

the hate-filled Jews that Jesus be unmercifully killed, brought to 
the lips of Pilate this question, "Why, what evil hath he done?" 

Jesus, meek and gentle, a kindly man who would not break a 
bruised reed, nor quench a smoking flax (Matt. 12:20), had trav
eled Canaan from end to end and from side to side offering a new 
covenant that would bring inestimable, spiritual treasures. He 
healed the sick and raised the dead. He fed the hungry and gave 
drink to the thirsty. He talked of a narrow path and a straitened 
gate that would lead to joy unspeakable .. . and of a faith that over
comes the world. He put his pure hands on the leper's sores. He 
talked of the meaning and purpose of human life, and of glory to 
come. "He went about doing good and healing all that were op
pressed of the devil." 

That is not why they hated him. Jesus said, "They hated me 
without a cause" Uohn 15 :25). By "without a cause" is meant "no 
justification for such hatred in his words and works." There was 
no real reason for them to detest Jesus, except their pride. 

He was the object of hare because of what he said ... what he 
taught. H is words and hi s claim of exclusiveness . . . "no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me" ... brought down upon him 
searing hostility. 

At a synagogue in Capernaum Jesus offered to the people the 
bread that endures to eterna l life, which he said were his words -
his teaching- his new covenant. 

"The words that I have spoken unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life." 



"I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger, 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. But I said unto you, 
that ye have seen me, and yet believe not." 

Even at this early stage in his preaching career, the people re
fused his words . and disdained him. "Many of them went back, 
and walked with him no more." 

The nit-pickers among Jewish aristocracy didn't like him be
cause he healed the sick and suffering on Saturday, and they were 
offended because they correctly understood him to claim to be the 
Son of God. They said his claim to be one with the Heavenly Fa
ther was hypo~risy. And it was ... unless it was true. 

They did no~ take the time to investigate, to reason, to think, 
and to draw pr9P,er conclusions. They heard the claim and imme
diately closed th~ir ears and eyes (Matt. 13:15). His kindly teach
ing and benevolent acts hardened their hearts. 

life. 
"Verily, verily; I say unto you, He that believeth hath eternal 

"I am the bread of life. 
"Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
''This is the bread which cometh down out of heaven, that a 

man may eat thereof, and not die. 
"I am the living bread which came down out of heaven: if any 

man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: yea and the bread 
which I will give is my flesh, for the life of the world'' Oohn 6:47-
51). 

"The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify 
of it, that its works are evil" Oohn 7:7). 

"Ye seek to kill me, because my word hath not free course in 
you" Oohn 8:37). 

"Why do ye not understand my speech? Even because ye cannot 
hear my word" Oohn 8:43). 

"He that is of God heareth the words of God: for this cause ye 
hear them not, because ye are not of God, Oohn 8:4 7). 

''They took up stones therefore to cast at him: but jesus hid 
himself, and went out of the temple" Oohn 8:59). 

Their hatred grew a-mile-a-minute and brought them to 
Pilate's balcony where they demanded that Jesus suffer an inhu
manly cruel death. When Pilate sent Jesus to Herod, the Jewish 
rulers followed him . . . "And the chief priests and the scribes 
stood, vehemently accusing him" (Luke 23:10). 

Picture in your mind's eye this scene: Herod rebuffed by the 
silence of Jesus turns the procedure into a game and allows his sol
diers to jeer at the sinless son of God and mock him. The Jewish 
rulers, including the chief priest, create a commotion as they 
clamor for his execution, so great was their hatred of him. 

Their hatred boiled over because they did not like what Jesus 
taught. His words were a bane to them. Not liking what he said, 
they wanted him dead! 

What Jesus taught were not his own words, but the words of 
the one who sent him Oohn 7:16). To hear [obey] the words of 
Christ is to believe on [obey] Jehovah Oohn 5 :24; 12:44). 
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If Jesus words were the words of the one who 
sent him, it follows that the words of the New Testa
ment apostles and prophets were not their words but 
the words of Christ. He sent them. He authorized 
the words they spoke and wrote. All of the words in 
the new covenant are red-letter words. 

The words of Jesus continue to cause the world 
to hate him ... and some of his own disciples "crucify 
him afresh." Many people - some of them profess
ing Christians- are angered because of New Testa
ment teaching. 

Let me give an example: 
•!•there is one body (Eph. 4:4); 
•:• the one body is the church (Eph. 1 :22); 
•!•the one body is the body of jesus (Eph. 1:22); 
•!• believers are baptized into the one body - one 

church- of jesus (Gal3:26-27); 
·:·Jesus is the head of the body, the church (Col. 

1:18)1 
Some of the timid professing followers of Jesus 

do not want this plainly stated because it might make 
somebody angry - might generate hatred. Even in 
the church there is a chorus of people who dance and 
sing a song of compromise. They tell us: "Don't say 
that because people don't want to hear it and they 
won't like it." 

So, what? We are not here to make people angry. 
That is not what the sincere followers of jesus are 
about, but if truth spoken in love (words of grace 
seasoned with salt) makes people angry, then so 
much the worse for the haters-of-God. Judgment is 
coming. 

Have we not learned from the example of the 
Lamb of God that truth is more important than 
popularity? Jesus understood that his words would 
produce a profound hate. He also understood that 
the hate would be satisfied only by a bloodstained 
cross. He knew, but he spoke anyhow. He did not 
seal his lips and refuse to speak the words of God be
cause some people - many people -would not like 
what he said. 

He spoke with an elegant kindness, but he also 
spoke plainly and boldly. 

The words of salvation are more precious than 
life itself. Our conviction of truth should compel us, 
like Jesus, to die rather than recant. Thousands have 
died by sword and fire because they would not deny 
Jesus and apologize for his words. 

In addition, some opposed truth, .and that con
tinues to be the case. 

The opposition is more subtle· in modern 
America and in today's church than it was 2,000 
years ago. Please permit an example of how clever 
are the proponents of compromising eternal truth, 
which is a denial of Jesus. In a book published in 
1994, the author in a chapter entitled, How Does Sa
tan Use Religion, and in a subsection ca.lled, The Self
Righteous Fallacy, and in paragraph labeled, Spiritual 
Egotism claims that in a seminar ·he. conducted in 
1993, "a lovely Christian woman made a startling 
confession, crying softly." He then reports his re
membrance of what the sobbing sister allegedly said: 

I grew up believing that those in my .kind of 
church were the only ones going to .heaven. I 
was taught that people who went to other 
kinds of churches weren't Christians - no 
matter how much they claimed to love jesus. I 
was taught from childhood that we are the 
church. We even rc:tferred to our-selves that 
way - I'm a member of the church. Only af
ter reaching adulthood did I discover why 
that teaching so appealed to me. I wasn't the 
most beautiful or popular girl in school. I 
didn't excel at sports like some other kids. 
There was nothing to set me apart, make me 
special. Except for one thing. I was going to 
heaven, and the other kids at school weren't. 
They went to their parents' churches every 
Sunday and thought jesus was going to save 
them on the last day. But I knew bener. They 
were lost. And that thought gave me the supe
riority - the specialness - I needed to give 
me identity. Only now, as an adult, can I ad
mit that to myself; and I am so terribly 
ashamed. I am ashamed before God. How 
could I have been so self-righteous? 

The writer of the piece, then says: 
Yoa may be wondering the same thing: 

'How could a person be so self-righteous?' 

It's easy. Base your relationship with God 
on your own actions - whatever those ac
tions are - and self-righteousness naturally 
follows. You easily look down on all people 
who don't do the same actions on which you 
base your righteousness. For example, if you 
pick out just one of the biblical reasons for be
ing baptized and base your immersion on it, 
believing that your understanding of that one 
thing validates your baptism, you will dis
count anyone who was baptized for any of the 

1 jesus can no more have multiple bodies then the body can have multiple heads ••• there is one head and one body 
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other biblical reasons. You won't even recog
nize them as Christians and will demand their 
re-immersion before you offer them Christian 
fellowship. 

Or, if you believe that having a certain 
name over the door o f your church building 
earns you God's acceptance, you will sit in 
judgment on a ll churches w ho use any o ther 
name over thei r door. 

Inevitably, people look to their own acts of 
obedience and judge all others who don't do 
them just the same way o r for just the same 
reasons. To the self-righteous, obedience to a 
specific, chosen set o f co mmands becomes the 
basis for re lationship with God. Any com
mands outside the chosen set become matters 
of opinion -even when they deal w ith stro ng 
moral issues like war. Commands within the 
chosen set beco me matters o f faith - even 
when they deal with such trivial things as 
which transla tion o f the Bible you read. 2 

Pretty clever, huh? But, no matter how shrewd 
the writer, it is still nothing more than an attempt to 
lay a guilt trip on believers and make them ashamed 
of what the gospel says about the one body, which is 
the one church, and the one baptism, which washes 
away sin.3 

One body .. . one Spirit ... one hope .. . one Lord 
... one fa ith ... one baptism ... one God and Father 
of all . .. The teaching of Jesus - his words spoken by 
inspired men - sti r resentment and hatred. To hate 
God 's word is to hate God. 

And we almost hear the haters-of-God say: 
Crucify him! Crucify him! 
Why, what ev il hath he done? 
Away with him! Away with him! Let him be cru-

cified. 
Shall we crucify your king? 
Let his blood be on us and on our children. 
"For as touching those who were once enlightened 

and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par
takers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the age to come, and then fell 
away, it is impossible to renew them again unto re
pentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Heb. 
6:4-6). 

"Choose you this day whom ye will serve, but as 
for me and m y house, we will serve Jehovah. " 

P.O. Box 690 192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

2 Joe Beam, Seeing the Unseen, pp. 198-9. published by Howard Publishing Company, West Mo nroe, La. 
J What this teary-eyed wom:1n ought to have been t:~ught is th3t the gospel is nor an agency of condemnatio n, but is an agency o f s:~ l v:~rion (Rom. 
1: 16; John 12:47-48; 1 Cor 6:2}. Sti ll, Jehovah h:~s 
"appointed a day in which he will judge the world 
" (Acts 17:31}. Her childish idea o f taki ng comfort in t he thought of the condemnation of others is wh:~t needs to be co rrected. The aim o f the one 
chu rch is to present :1 message of reconciliation. H er wrong attitude does not justify rejectio n o f Bible doctrine :~bout the uniqueness o f Jesus and his 

~u~h. ~ 
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Denominational Baptism, No. 2 
(continued from page 1) 

world by his public confession of his faith and then 
by his public act of obedience and always thereafter 
by his righteous life (Rom. 10:9-10; Phil. 2:9-11; 
Rom. 6). 

But suppose a man who hears the gospel does 
not believe it? Then he will of his own accord go his 
way and claim no part or lot with us in this matter. 
We can do nothing for him unless we can by some 
manner of presenting the truth make a believer out 
of him. But suppose, again, some man believes the 
gospel, but is not willing to repent? Then the 
preacher cannot baptize him. He will have to go with 
Felix, Agrippa, and the devil (Acts 24 and 26. James 
2). But suppose, still again, a man believes, repents of 
his sins, begins living a righteous, prayerful life, but 
will not be baptized. Well, of course, the preacher 
cannot baptize him against his will. He can only 
teach him what the Lord says about baptism, and this 
will be to tell him plainly that the Lord has not 
promised to forgive his sins until he is baptized; that 
he is not in Christ until he is baptized "into him." He 
must show him that those who love Christ will do 
what he commands, and that those who claim to love 

6 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

@ Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

8 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

o Be faithful - Rev 2:10 
0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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him, but. will not obey him, are called liars in the 
Scriptures Oohn 14:23; 1 John 2:4; 5:3). 

But suppose, after a man has been taught all this, 
he still refuses to be baptized and continues to meet 
with the brethren and participate in the religious ser
vices, even partaking of the Lord's Supper? Is there 
anything we can do then? It is hardly supposable that 
anyone would do this after having been shown that 
he has not become a Christian; is not in Christ, in his 
body, which is the church; and does not, therefore, 
have any scriptural right to anything that belongs 
only to those who are in Christ. But if such a case 
should exist, there is nothing that Christians can do 
beyond teaching the points already mentioned. 

But let us suppose that some man hears the gos
pel, understands it, and tells us that he long ago be
lieved this same gospel, repented of his sins, and was 
baptized for the remission of sins or in order to ob
tain the blessings of God, one of which is forgiveness 
of sin, but that he has since been worshiping with de
nominational people, wearing a denominational 
name, supporting a denominational institution, all of 
which he now believes to be wrong and desires to 
quit. What shall we say to him? As in a former ar
ticle, we should show him clearly what scriptural 
baptism is, what the particular denomination that 
baptized him teaches on the subject of baptism; and 
then if he says he has obeyed the Lord in this respect, 
we can no more question his word about the 
scripturalness of his baptism than we can about the 
scripturalness of his faith or of his repentance. We 
shall have to take his word and encourage him to be 
faithful in the Lord's service as a Christian only. 

From all of these supposed examples and from 
the Scriptures that have been cited we see clearly that 
we as Christians have no rule, no law, no require
ment of our own to which any person must submit in 
order to have our fellowship; and yet it is clearly 
shown that we do have a great deal to do in teaching 
the Lord's will, the Lord's law, and helping people to 
understand and obey it. So we have something to do 
in making Christians or bringing people into the 
church, after all. This is what brethren refer to when 
they speak of our accepting persons on their bap
tism. They mean: should we approve the man's bap-



tism and sanction his act in that respect? 
The third question is: Does the fact that people 

are satisfied with their baptism have any weight in 
determining the scripturalness or unscripturalness of 
their baptism? Sometimes this question is alluded to 
as if some preachers amo ng us make no higher re
quirement in reference to baptism than that the indi
vidual himself be satisfied; or that these brethren 
make no effort to ascertain what sort of baptism the 
man who presents himself has bad; that they only 
ask the man if he is satisfied with his baptism, and if 
he answers in the affirmative they ask no further 
questions and give the matter no further consider
ation. I think this is a wrong impression; but if there 
are such preachers among us, they are entirely too 
indifferent or lax about teaching the will of the Lord . 
All informed persons know that the mere fact that a 
man is satisfied with his attempt to obey the Lord 
does not prove that his obedience has been accept
able to the Lord. Methodists are satisfied with sprin
kling. Holy Rollers are satisfied with what they take 
to be Holy Spirit baptism. Quakers are satisfied with 
no baptism at all. So on ad infinitum. 

We do not receive members into the church by 
asking them to conform to some laws of ou r own. 
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We do, nevertheless, have something to do in bring
ing men into the church of the Lord. It has already 
been shown that we are to teach the word of the 
Lord in reference to baptism in the plainest possible 
terms and point out the errors of any denomination 
that may concern the baptism in question, and that 
we must insist that persons who are baptized scrip
turally must have been baptized according to the 
teaching of the Scriptures, and not according to the 
teaching of any denomination. When we have done 
this, there is nothing more we can do. Then it is that 
the individual himself must make the decision. He 
must say what he did when he was baptized, what his 
motive was. In this respect he is a man to be satisfied 
- that is, satisfied in his own mind as to whether or 
not he has obeyed the Lord. 

Experience shows us that the number of cases of 
this kind is vastly in the minority. Only in rare in
stances we find men who even claim to be satisfied 
with baptism after the teaching of the New Testa
ment has been clearly set before them in contrast 
with the teaching of the denomination in which they 
have held membership. 
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Born of Water 
By Stephen Wiggins 

J
esus said, "I tell you the truth, unless a man is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God" Uohn 3:5). Those who 
deny the essentiality of water baptism in gospel 

obedience are adamant that Jesus does not here al-
lude to baptism in his reference "born of water." 
They reason this way because they know that what
ever "born of water" refers to is essential to entering 
the kingdom of God. And since entrance into the 
kingdom is synonymous with salvation from sin, 
their theological bias will not allow them to equate 
water baptism with "born of water." To do so would 
make baptism necessary for salvation. What shall we 
say to this prejudicial thinking? 

In some sense Jesus made water instrumental in 
the conversion process. Where is this water? What 
position does it occupy in gospel obedience? It is 
clear that water is not included within the concept of 
"faith." Whereas faith is essential to becoming a 
child of God, it, in and of itself, is as dry as a bone. 
Neither is there any water inherent within the bibli
cal idea of "repentance." This act is equally essential 
to being saved. But repentance, like faith, is as dry as 
dust. Nor does "confession" have any water in it. 
Where then does water come in pertaining to the act 
of conversion? The Bible is crystal clear in regard to 
the correct answer. When the Eunuch heard the gos
pel he replied, "See, here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized?" (Acts 8 :36). Also, when Peter 
preached to Cornelius he said, "Can any man forbid 
the water that these should not be baptized .... And 
he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:47-48). 

The Lord can help you 
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school or preschool 

For more information call: 
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There is only one place where water plays a part 
in one's obedience to the gospel and that is in water 
baptism. One is "born of" this element for the 
simple reason a birth is a " bringing forth." And in 
this spiritual birth one is buried under water and 
then brought forth to "walk in newness of life" 
(Rom. 6:3-4 ). This is the point at which one's new 
life in Christ begins. This is why Peter draws the 
analogy of Noah's "sa lvation through water" by say
ing that water baptism "doth now save you" (1 Pet. 
3:20-21). The sensitive Bible student will be attuned 
to the fact that the Bible often explains itself. The 

I 

Bible is its own best commentary. The meaning of 
one passage is often elaborated on when one consid
ers other passages that address the same subject. This 
is the case with the phrase "born of water" and bap
tism in connection with the new birth. 

The field of academic scholarship attests to this 
interpretation. In his classical work, History of In
fant Baptism, Anglican scholar William Wall stated, 
"There is not any one Christian writer of any antiq
uity in any language but what understands it of bap
tism. And if it be not so understood, it is difficult to 
give an account how a person is born of water, any
more than born of wood" (quoted from J.W. 
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for personal study. BKRF01 paperback, 340 
pgs. 
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Shepherd's Handbook on Baptism, p. 336) . Wa ll 
goes on to tell of his meticulous research into this 
question and how that a ll the ancient Christian writ
ers, without the exception of even one man, under
stood our Savior's "born of water " as an allusion to 
water baptism. 

Interestingly Wall further notes that it was that 
l61h-century French Reformer, John Calvin, who was 
the first of scholarly bent to deny any reference to 
baptism in our Lord's statement of John 3 :5. Calvin 
offered another interpretation which he confessed as 
a novel view. In his much touted work, Baptism in 
the New Testament, Baptist scholar George Beasley 
Murray assures the reader that "Calvin's exegesis 
was forced on him because he could not endure the 
idea that baptism was necessary to salvati on" (p. 
228). Beasley further expresses the obvious senti
ments of most when he states " it is difficu lt to take 
seriously any other reference than baptism in the 
words ek hudatos [of water]." 

When Beasley later wrote his commentary on 
John in the Word Biblical Commenta ry series he 
dealt with that oft repeated notion that "of water " 
refers to the amniotic fluid tha t brea ks from the 
womb prior to natural childbirth. He states : 

A popular inte rpre tation has it tha t water rep
resents human birth, whether semen of man 
or waters in the womb, in contrast to birth 
from the Spiri t; this, however, overlooks that 
the whole expression "of water and Spirit" de
fines the manner in which o ne is bo rn from 
above. Suggestions like these do not d o justice 
to the text and have not commended th em
selves to scholarly opinion (p . 48). 

One last note of interest comes from liberal theo
logian Rudolf Bultmann in his commentary, The Gos
pel of john. Bulrmann acknowledges that historically 
the terminology "of wate r " has been interpre ted as 
an allusion to water baptism. But with 'an infidelic 
twist he now questions the originali ty of the wording 
"water and." He does the unthinkab le by arguing 
that this terminology was never a parr o f the o riginal 
text but added la ter as an interpolation by some 
ecclesiastical editor (p. 138). But a quick check of the 
textual apparatus in the most current Greek Testa
ments available shows tha t there is no support for 
such an omission. That water baptism is an essential 
aspect of gospel obed ience is an emb:1. rrassing tenet 
that Bulrmann evidently cou ld no t bea r ! 
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booklet: science and religion; natural selection; 
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Refuting Evolution 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 
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Annihilating Anim~sity 
By Terry Townsend 

N ow at this time while the disciples 
were increasing in number, a com
plaint arose on the part of the Hel

lenistic jews against the native Hebrews, be
cause their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily serving of food (Acts 6:1). 

As the early church grew and multiplied, so too 
did her problems. First, there was the attack on Peter 
and John (cf. Acts 3-4). Then, there was the arrest of 
all the apostles (cf. Acts 5). In Acts 6, we discover 
animosity that had formed within the church (6:1), 
and then false accusations made by those without the 
church (6:8ff). Yet, despite her internal and external 
problems, the church continued to grow. But how? It 
did so because she had strong leadership and mem
bers willing to work together. Consider the approach 
taken by these early Christians to overcome the inner 
turmoil that had risen from apparent neglect. 

First, there was a recognition of the problem (vv. 
1-2). No problem will ever be resolved until the 
source of that problem is realized. The problem 
within the early church was animosity amongst some 
of the brethren. Apparently, some of their widows 
were being overlooked in the daily administration of 
. food. Such animosity was hindering the progress of 
the church. But quick and decisive action on the part 
of the apostles was taken so as to resolve the conflict 
and resume their mission of preaching the gospel 
(6:4; Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). Many con
gregations fail to overcome such obstacles because 
they never get to the heart of the problem or act 
quickly enough. 

Mter determining the source of the problem, the 
apostles devised a plan to extinguish it (v. 3). They 
would delegate their authority and allow the congre
gation to select seven men to oversee this effort. 
Qualifications were set forth and seven men were 
chosen (vv. 3, 5). These men would be responsible 
for tending to the problem at hand, relieving the 
apostles of this burden. Understanding the role and 
responsibility each member has in the local setting, 
especially as it pertains to elders, deacons, and 
preachers, will only serve to strengthen and unify a 
congregation (cf. Eph. 4:11-13). If there's any hope 
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of resolving internal turmoil, a plan in keeping with 
God's will must be formulated and then carried out. 

Prayer was then made on behalf of this selection 
(v. 6). The prayer would have invoked the blessing of 
God to attend these seven men in the discharge of 
the duties and responsibilities to w4ich they were be
ing appointed. Prayer is essential for the well-being 
of the church. We must seek God's help and guid
ance in everything that we do, especially as it relates 
to problems from within. Without question, the ef
fectual fervent prayers of righteous men availeth 
much Uames 5:16). Many of the problems that have 
risen from within congregations would have never 
surfaced had there first been petitions made to God. 

Animosity within a congregation is a weapon Sa
tan loves to employ. More often than not, this prob
lem results in division, which in turn stunts the 
growth of the church. Fortunately for the church in 
Jerusalem, the problem was resolved before it ever 
really got started. Because it was handled in a godly 
manner, the church was strengthened. "And the word 
of God increased: and the number of the disciples 
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly" (Acts 6:7). Problems 
will most certainly arise within an active, vibrant 
congregation. To overcome such obstacles, first rec
ognize the source of the problem, then formulate a 
plan to extinguish it, and always pray for God's help 
which comes to us through the wise counsel of his 
revealed and written word (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
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Calamities and Disasters 
By A. B Gregoreo 

God pronounced the newly created earth and 
everything in it to be "very good" (Gen. 
1 :31). It was literally a paradise where the 

first of our race were privileged to live in peace, 
good health, and prosperity. 

When Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan's 
temptations and violated the will of the benevolent 
Creator, disaster fell upon them, their heirs, and the 
world in which they lived. They heard the awful sen
tence: a life of toil, pain and woe; sickness and sor
row which would eventuate in physical death (Gen. 
3:16-19). To this day, every descendant of this 
couple has labored under this curse and faced the 
harsh reality of death. This is the bitter fruit of their 
sin (Rom. 6:23). 

Not only did the curse affect the human race, the 
earth itself felt its blighting effect (Gen. 3:17-18). 
The whole creation labors under the bondage of cor
ruption. It "groaneth and travaileth in pain to
gether until now" (Rom. 8:21-22). 

The consequences of the curse, death and decay, 
is plainly evident in every realm of life . .. pestilence 
and disease, convulsions in climate and on the face 
of the earth. We add to this catalog, the violence and 
destruction of war, fire, accidents, and the cruelty of 
wicked men against their neighbors. 

While all of these plagues are traceable to 
Adam's failure to obey God (Rom. 5: 12); beyond 
that awful sin was Satan, the great archenemy of God 
and man. It was he who, fully knowing the pain and 
suffering awaiting the innocent couple, conspired to 
lead them to disobedience and its horrible conse
quences (Gen. 3: 1-6). His burning hatred for the 
God who had cast him out of heaven to the earth (2 
Pet. 2:4; Rev. 12:7-9), drove him to make those in 
God's image his victims, to share his punishment. 
When life on earth is disrupted by the violent up
heavals of nature, remember the blame must be laid 
at the feet of the Evil One. 

Jehovah is sovereign. His power is unlimited 
and unequaled. Even a world toiling under the curse 
of sin is still under his dominion. Thus he some
times intervenes in the affairs of men, using the 
troubled forces of nature to punish them. 

In Noah's day, God used a massive, world-wide 
flood to punish and destroy corrupt and evil people 
from the earth (Gen. 6:5-7). He used fire to destroy 
the morally decadent cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
(Gen. 19:24-25). It may have been a fierce electrical 
storm, a volcanic eruption or some other type of fiery 
judgment, but it was clearly the work of an angry 
God. 

• The prophets speak of God's four judgments 
by which wicked nations are punished: the sword 
(war), famine, evil beasts, and pestilence (disease) 
Ezek. 14:21). Remember, too, the four horses -
white, red, black, and pale (Rev. 6:1-8) 

• Isaiah depicts God using aggressor nations like 
Assyria as a rod with which to punish the people of his 
wrath (lsa. 10:5-7). God used some unspecified 
deadly force to then destroy 185,000 warriors of 
Assyria's army at the gates of Jerusalem (lsa. 37:35-
37). 

• The Lord used drought, plagues of locusts, and 
resulting famine to chastise the Hebrews when they 
were disobedient to this will Uoel1:4, 10, 15-20). 

• He sometimes destroys the economic power of 
a people. In the days of Haggai, inflation was such 
that he that "earneth wages to put it into a bag with 
holes" (Hag. 1 :6). 

The Psalmist tells us that "fire (lightening) and 
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hail, snow and vapor; stormy wind" fulfil his divine 
will {Ps. 148:8). While the natural elements function 
according to the laws of nature, ordained by God, 
there are times when he uses them in special ways to 
accomplish his will. Thus he sent the great storm on 
the Mediterranean to block the escape of Jonah Uon. 
1:4 ). He sent plagues of flies, lice, and locust, along 
with swarms of frogs, lightning, and hail to break the 
resistance of Pharaoh (Exod. 8:20-24; 9:22-26). 

From those ancient days to the present, calami
ties have fallen on every generation of people inhab
iting the earth. When such occurs, people wonder, is 
this a judgment of God? Fundamentalist preachers 
are quick to assign all such catastrophes to God's di
rect judgment. In the broadest sense, all such ca
lamities are the judgments sent as a consequence of 
Adam's sin. The workings of nature were altered so 
that natural calamities became a normal part of 
earth's annual cycle. In particular cases we cannot 
say, "This storm, or that earthquake, this flood or 
that plague was a special judgment sent from God on 
a particular people." 

Without a revelation from God stating the fact, 
we cannot know that. 

It is fair to say that most of the disasters we wit
ness are the result of the untamed forces of nature, 
accidents caused by men, or the result of evil perpe
trated by the wicked. 

Earthquakes occur when the great platelets on the 
earth's surface collide. Volcano's erupt when earth's 
fiery gasses forces themselves to the surface. Climatic 
conditions cause floods and droughts. Plagues of in
sects follow predictable patterns. With chemicals we 
can destroy swarms of insects. 

The cause and effect of some pestilence is 
understood. Some of these causes man has learned to 
attack and partially control. We can prevent forest 
fires or eventually control them when they do 
occur. We can build dams to control some 
flooding. We can inoculate people to protect deadly 
disease. 

But volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, storms and 
great floods we neither tame nor control. Hurricanes 
are predictable; they spawn in the South Atlantic 
Ocean each fall. 

We can only prepare for their fury and flee from 
their wrath. Calamities are painful teachers of les
sons we tend to forget. 

• They remind us of our finitude. What is man in 
the face of a devouring fire? A category four hurri
cane? A massive earthquake? A raging flood? 

12 ~~~:~d~~~! 

• They remind us of frailty of our works. Man 
and his greatest, most enduring works can be 
quickly broken and consumed when nature's de
structive powers are unleashed. Our earthquake
proof buildings are often shown to be vulnerable. 

• They remind us of the brevity arid uncertainty 
of life. At one moment our lives may appear safe, se
cure, and happy. The next an earthquake can bring 
our world to an end, as can the other calamities of 
our world. 

• They remind us of the fearful price of 
sin. Cursed is the earth because of Adam's sin (Gen. 
3:17). 

• They remind us that one day planet-earth will 
be totally destroyed, consumed in a fiery end by the 
spoken word of Jehovah (2 Pet. 3:7, 12). 

• They remind us that this world is not our perma
nent home. It is a temporary place of our pilgrimage 
(Heb. 11: 13-16). Our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 
3 :20). We must not labor for the perishing meat, but 
for the meat that endures to eternal life Uohn 6:27-
35). 

• In each calamity some perish, but others are 
saved, often in remarkable ways. In the wake of ca
lamities, we behold the goodness and the severity of 
God, working through nature and human creatures 
(Rom. 11:22). 

• Each calamity from which we are spared re
minds us of God's love and protective mercy and that 
should prompt us to be ever thankful and grateful. 

• Calamities give us the opportunity to show 
kindness toward those who are the victims. Wicked 
men see them as opportunities to loot and steal. 
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Throwing Rocks at Satan by Muslims 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

Presently, international Muslims are practicing 
one of the Five Pillars of the Islam religion. 
Unless they are sick or too poor to go on a 

"hajj" at least once in a lifetime, they are to go on a 
jaunt to Mecca, the holiest city of Islam. This year 
300,000 more than last year went, making the count 
to be 2.5 6 million pilgrims. 

One of the main rituals is to throw rocks at the 
devil - a stone pillar has been erected that is 26 
yards long. The obvious purpose of the rock throw
ing is to oppose Satan. A Pakistani Muslim com
mented, "I hit the devil with all the strength of my 
body." But this 26-year-old man further co111:mented, 
"It must have really hurt him. But the thing is, he 
keeps coming back for more." 

It seems strange that millions of rational people 
believe and practice opposing the devil in this sim
plistic way. Satan is an "evil spirit" which cannot be 
thwarted in his wickedness by the physical pelt of 
rocks. 

How to Oppose Satan 

The Bible is clear as to how one can stop Satan. 
1. Resist Satan as James charges; "Therefore 

submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you" Uames 4:7, NKJV). 

2. One should not entertain or yield to Satan in 
any situation. Paul commands, "nor give place to the 
devil" (Eph. 4:27). 

3. A Christian must be vigilant and be on guard 
against Satan who is ready to "devour us." Peter ad
monishes, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adver
sary, the devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seek
ing whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the 
faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experi
enced by your brotherhood in the world" ( 1 Pet. 5:8-
9). The devil has "devices" to make us fall. "For what 
man knows the things of a man except the spirit of 
the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the 
things of God except the Spirit of God" (1 Cor. 2: 11). 
One can be tempted to sin and serve Satan through 
the three avenues whereby one sins - "For all that is 
in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but is 
of the world" (1 John 2: 16). A Christian must "keep 
himself' so that the devil will not "touch him." "We 
know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but 
he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the 
wicked one does not touch him" (1John 5:18). 

4. Use the word of God as did Jesus to cause the 
devil to leave him. three times Satan tempted Jesus 
and each time Jesus replied, "It is written," and then 
quoted an appropriate scripture that answered him 
(Matt. 4:4, 7, 1 0). There is a proper verse in the 
Bible that will answer any temptation of the devil 
when one is confronted to do wrong. To know how 
to answer Satan from the Bible this necessitates indi
vidual Bible study as well as attending classes and 
preaching at church. Be strong and knowledgeable in 
the Word of God. Follow Jesus who said, "Get thee 
hence." When Peter sought to rebuke Jesus for say
ing He would go to Jerusalem to be killed, He re
sponded to Peter, "Get thee behind me Satan," 
(Matt. 16:23). Rather than following Jesus some 
would add, "Get thee behind me Satan and PUSH." 
Such an attitude does not help one to be strong. 

5. The most extensive exhortation as to how to 
oppose Satan is the selection that describes the 
Christian soldier. Paul taught: 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of His might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand 
therefore, having girded your waist with 
truth, having put on the breastplate of righ
teousness, and having shod your feet with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; above, all, 
taking the shield of faith with which you will 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 

December 2005 
Firm Foundation 13 



of God; praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to 

this end with all perseverance and supplica
tion for all the saints (Eph. 6: 10-18). 

He admonishes us to "put o n the whole armor 
of God," to "stand," have "faith," " praying," and 
"watching," with all "perseverance." 

Satan Can Be Opposed 

The devil is a terrible adversa ry ca lled the 'tempter, " 
"the wicked one," and " the prince of the world. " 
However, God's word overco mes him. John has 
written, "H e who sins is of the devil, for the devil has 

sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil" (1 John 3 :8) . Christ came to "de
stroy the works of the devil. " 

If one checks a concordance, one will be im
pressed with the strength of the devil and his power. 
The battle between right and wrong, God and Satan, 
is real and all of us must get in array against the devil. 

H owever, we cannot fight the devil by literally 
"throwing rocks" at an imaginary wall. 

2 72 Mills St. 
Henderson, TN 38340 

!}-

Music in Worship 
By Raymond Elliott 

T here are many individuals w ho think that the 
churches of Christ do not have music in our 
periods of worship to God. That is a mis

conception. Christians do in fact have music always 
in doing homage to the H eavenly Father. But please 
understand that the word music is generic. The spe
cifics of music are "instrumental" and "vocal. " Vocal 
music is an integral part of acceptable worship. H e
brews 13:15 reads, "Through him then let us offer up 
a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the 
fruit of lips which make confession to his name. " 

Also, the general populace might be surprised to 

learn that the churches of Christ use an instrument in 
their worship to God. This will, of course, be rather 
difficult to believe since those individuals w ho have 
visited our assemblies have never seen an instrument. 
The New Testament clearly demands that an instru
ment be used in the praising of God in our songs. 
Christians must use an instrument in church music. 
In short, the New Testament requires the use of an 
instrument ... and the instrument is specified in the 
Word of God. 

The word sing in the N ew Testament comes from 
the Greek word psallo which basically means to 
"twang, twitch and touch the strings." The New Tes
tament requires an instrument in making music. 
Ephesians 5 :18-19 says, "And be not drunk with 
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody (psallein 
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- a form of psallo - meaning to twang, twitch, 
touch the string, metaphorically speaking) in your 
heart to the Lord." 

We are told to "sing: (psallo) and "make melody" 
(psallein ), and also told upon what instrument. Paul, 
guided by the H oly Spirit, answers that question: 
"singing and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord" (Eph. 5 : 19). The human heart is the God
made instrument to be used in praising the Lord in 
our songs. 

Saints fo llowing this teaching relative to accept
able music in worship are not on the defensive. 
Rather denominational chu rches that use mechanical 
instruments of music in their worship must prove by 
the H oly Scrip tu res the authority to do so. They 
must defend thei r usage of the instrument in their as
semblies. The bu rden of proof is on them. 

H ave you ever wondered why you never read 
about the fi rs t-century church using mechanical in
struments in singing praises to God? It is interesting 
to note of the nine (9) times music is mentioned in 
the books of the N ew Testament that it is always in 
the specific, t hat is, to sing. Let us now read the pas
sages of scriptures in the N ew Testament wherein 
this is the case. 

1. Matthew 26:30:- "And when they had sung 
a hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives." 

2. Acts 16:25 - "And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed and sang praises" 

3. Ro mans 15 :9 - "I will praise unto thee 



among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name." 
4. Hebrews 2:12 - "I will declare thy name 

unto my brethren, in the midst of the congregation 
will I sing praise." 

5. 1 Corinthians 14:15- "I will sing with the 
spirit and I will sing with the understanding also." 

6. Ephesians 5:19 - "Be not drunken with 
wine, wherein is riot, but be ye filled with the Spirit, 
speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord." 

7. Colossians 3:16- "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and ad
monishing one another with psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto 
God." 

8. Hebrews 13:15- "Through Him then let us 
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that 
is, the fruit of lips, which make confession to His 
name." 

9. James 5:13- "Is any cheerful? Let him sing 
praise." 

The command to make music in worship of God 
is always to sing - or use the lips - and to do so 
while plucking on the unseen instrument of the hu
man heart - that is, sing with the spirit and with the 
understanding. 

When the King James Version was translated 
(1611) and the American Standard Version some 
years later (1901), 148 Hebrew and Greek scholars 
were used. Each time these scholars came to the 
word psal/o and its derivatives, they translated it into 
the English word sing or the equivalent of sing. 

You might also be interested in knowing that the 
early church did not in fact use an instrument in their 
song service. 

Pope Vitalian is related to have first intro
duced organs into some of the churches in 
Western Europe about 670; but the earliest 
trustworthy account is that of one sent as a 
present by the Greek Emperor Constantine 
Copronymus to Pepin, king of Franks in 755 
(The American Encyclopedia, Vol. 12, p. 
688). 

The organ is said to have been introduced into 
church music by Pope Vitalian in A.D. 666 (Cham
bers Encyclopedia, Vol. 7, p. 112). 

The use of instrumental music in worship of God 
did not originate with the first-century church. 

The introduction of such caused division among 
members of the Roman Catholic Church and was 

disca rded until about the first part of the 14'h cen
tury. Along w ith other digressive practices, the use of 
instrumental music caused a major schism between 
the Roman Catho lic and the Greek Catholic 
Churches (1311). The Greek Catholic Church re
jected the use of the instrument, along with the sell
ing of indulgences, the authority of the pope, and 
sprinkling babies. 

Martin Luther, rejected the use of the organ. He 
sa id, "The organ in the worship of God is an ensign of 
Baal." 

Jo hn Calvin said of the organ in worship, "It is 
no more suitable than the burning of incense, the 
lighting of tapers or revival of the other shadows of 
the Law. The Roman Catho lics borrowed it from the 
Jews." 

When John Wesley was asked about the use of 
the organ, he repl ied, "I have no objection to the or
gan in our chapels provided it is neither heard or 
seen" 

Charles H. Spurgeon, w hen asked why he did 
not use the organ in worship, gave 1 Corinthians 
14:15 as his answe r: "I would as soon pray to God 
with machinery as to sing to God with machinery." 

Adam Clark said: "And I further believe that the 
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use of such instruments of music, in the Christian 
Church, is without the sanction and against the will 
of God; that they are subversive of the spirit of true 
devotion, and that they are sinful. ... Music, as a sci
ence, I esteem and admire: but instruments of music 
in the house of God I abominate and abhor. This is 
the abuse of music; and here I register my protest 
against all such corruptions in the worship of the Au
thor of Christianity" (Comments on Amos 6:5 in his 
commentary). 

Here are some arguments that many use ro jus
tify the using of mechanical instruments of music in 
their worship. 

1. Some say thar God did not say, "Thou shalt nor 
use instrumental music in worship ." Probably thi s ar
gument is presented more than any other. Bur, if rhis 
reasoning is permissible, let us notice rhe final conclu
sion. God did not say, "Thou shalt nor use cornbread 
and buttermilk in the Lord's Supper." Bur we do use 
unleavened bread and the fruit of the vi ne (Matt. 
26:26-28). Why? Simply because that is what Jesus 
used. Neither did the Lord say, "Thou shalt nor use 
images and burn incense in worship." But such is 
wrong because it is not authorized. We must under
stand that when God gives a positive command, only 
that which is commanded is included and all else is 
excluded. For example, God commanded Noah to use 
gopher wood in the building of rhe ark (Gen. 6:14). 
That requirement excluded the use of any other kinds 
of woods like pine, maple, cedar, etc. Also note what 
is written in Hebrew 7:14, "For it is evident that our 
Lord hath sprung out of Judah; as to which tribe Moses 
spake nothing concerning priests." Jesus could not be a 
Levitical Priest under the Mosaic Law because he was 
not from the tribe of Levi . Also, observe a positive 
directive was given regarding from which tribe (Levi) 
the priests should come; it is nor found in the writings 
of Moses where God said, "Thou shalt not se lect 
priests from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, Dan, etc." 
When God said that the priest should come from the 
tribe of Levi that excluded men who belonged to the 
other tribes in Israel. 

2. Another argument is: "You have mechanical 
instruments in your home." Perhaps, and enjoyment 
can come from good music played upon such instru
ments, We must understand that a moral law governs 
the home whi le a scriptural law governs the worship. 
There are some things that are morally right in the 
home that would be unscriptural in the worship of 
the church. For instance, the eating of a common 
meal is peculiar to the home life but wou ld be out of 
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place as an avenue of worship to God. Also, one 
could enjoy singing wholesome secular songs in the 
homes but singing the same in the worship would be 
wrong. 

3. "There are harps in heaven" another con
tends, "so why not in the worship?" Well, yes, but 
there are also horses in heaven , but that is not a rea
son to bring horses into the assembly of saints as they 
worship the Almighty. 

4. "You use song books, lights, pitch-pipes in 
you r song service." True, but there is a difference in 
an aid and in an additi o n . The difference may be 
seen in the following example. Suppose that an indi
vidual was offered $100,000 to walk from Mont
gomery to Dothan, Ala., and that all modes of trans
portation had to be excluded. And let's suppose that 
this person does walk to rhe city of Troy; but at that 
point, he buys a ticket to ride a bus the resr of the 
way to Dothan. Of course, we understand that by 
doing such, the one hupdred thousand doll ars will 
have to be forfeited. The reason is that something 
more than walking was done by this individual. On 
the other hand , suppose that this person grows 
weary on the trip and stops and cuts a limb from a 
tree for a wa lking stick. The walking stick used as an 
aid for walking does not breach the agreement. Simi
larly, the use of songbooks, pitch pipes, etc. are aids 
in assisting us to fulfill the scriptural obligation to 
sing (Eph. 5: 19). Whenever we sing, none of these 
things is heard . 

5. Others will say, "David used the instrument in 
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his worship to God.'' It is also true that David prac
ticed polygamy. He offered animal sacrifices and 
burnt incense in his worship to God. If a person en
deavors to justify the use of instrumental music in 
worship today by appealing to the Law of Moses, he 
must understand "that he is a debtor to do the whole 
law" (Gal. 5:3 ). "Christ is become of no effect unto 
you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are 
fallen from grace" (Gal. 5:4). 

In discussing the matter of whether or not to in
clude the use of mechanical instruments of music in 
worship, one will inevitably have to come to grips 
with this very important question, "What is the au
thority in religion?" There are some things that can 
be easily excluded from being the authority, namely 
the following: 

1. Traditions and customs of men. Some assume 
that something should be included in worship simply 
because it has always been done that way. If this is 
valid, then mechanical instruments should be ex
cluded because for 1,500 years it was not "done that 
way," and has only been "done that way" for the last 
500 years. But such is not the proper criterion in es
tablishing religious authority. Human traditions are 
not acceptable in serving God (Matt. 15 :9); only di
vinely authorized traditions should be used in service 
the Lord. 

2. Doctrines of men. Since the completion of the 
New Testament before the end of the first century, 
multitudes of creeds written by men have been pro
duced and bound upon people, the first one being 
written in A.D. 325 at the Council of Nicea. Jesus 
spoke of the traditions and doctrines of men in Mat
thew 15:7-9 when he said, "Ye hypocrites, well did 
Isaiah prophesy of you saying, This people honoreth 
me with their lips; but in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men." 

3. Persona/likes and/or dislikes. If a person is not 
careful, he will include in worship to God what is 
sensual and carnal. "God is Spirit, and they that wor
ship him must worship him in spirit and in truth" 
Uohn 4:24). God is the object of our worship and 
such must be from the heart and according to truth, 
that is, God's revealed word. 

Most of the religious world has followed the phi
losophies of two great reformers of the 16'h century, 
Martin Luther and his counterpart, Ulrich Zwingli. 
Luther possessed the desire to retain in the church all 
that was not expressly condemned by the word of 
God. Zwingli, on the other hand, was intent on abol
ishing all that could not be proven by the Holy Scrip-

tures. There is a vast difference in these two attitudes 
toward the Bible. The former exclaims that all can be 
included in our worship if it is not expressly forbid
den. The latter emphatically declares that only those 
things that are taught in the Word of God can be 
practiced in religious matters. Zwingli had the right 
concept and attitude toward biblical authority. Peter 
declared, "If any man speaks, let him speak as the 
oracles of God ... " ( 1 Pet. 4: 11). Paul wrote, "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" 
(2 Tin1. 3:16-17). What we exclude in our worship 
today is a direct result of our attitude to biblical au
thority. In short, one must find authority by direct 
command or a binding example in the New Testa
ment for the avenues of worship. Only that which 
can be found therein should be retained; all else 
should be excluded. 

"When we walk with the Lord in the light of His 
Word, what a glory He shed on our way! While we 
do His good will, He abides with us still, and with all 
who will trust and obey." 
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AHrontto Science, Faith? 
By Dean Kelly 

A editorial appeared in the Montgomery Ad
vertiser on Saturday 11/12/05 entitled, 
"Disclaimer affront to science, faith." The au

thor (he or she - not knowing I will use he) is com
plaining that "The Alabama Board of Education had a 
chance to take a stand in support of honest science
based study this week." He states that the Board has 
"failed the children of the state." He also says that a 
disclaimer that is used in textbooks that states that 
evolution is a controversial theory is attacking "the 
very foundation of science." It should be noted that 
the author of the editorial has definitely read the 
websites that are being built to defend the philosophy 
of organic evolution. Much of what he said can be 
found almost verbatim on websites, such as the one 
from Berkeley, California. Evolutionists are feeling 
the heat, though they would never admit it. I want to 
look at the major points of this editorial in this article. 
I am not going to quote the entire editorial, but I will 
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try to make sure not to lift any of it out of context. You 
can read the whole thing for yourself at: http:// 
www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/ 
article?AID=/20051112/0PINION01/511110395/ 
1006/ARCHIVES. 

The author claims that only if evolutionary 
thought is allowed to stand alone, unquestioned by 
any other thought, is there "honest science-based 
study." It amazes me that defenders can talk about 
"honest study" while fighting tooth and nail against 
an "honest" examination of their pet philosophy. 

• The author claims that the concept of organic 
evolution is "the very foundation of the science." It 
is one thing to claim something, another for that 
thing to be true. The fact is that true science-based 
studies really have very little to do with this idea of 
organic evolution, but rather deal with the laws and 
activities of nature that are sure and observable and 
testable and constant. 

• He claims that "evolution is controversial, but 
it is not a controversial theory." He goes on to define 
a theory as "not a mere supposition, some sort of 
guess, but an examined and observed basis for scien
tific study." I agree with him. Evolution is not a con
troversial theory - it is a controversial hypothesis, 
at the very best. Grand assertions of the absolute 
truthfulness of this hypothesis are presented in many 
sites on the web, as well as by the author of this edi
torial. Evolutionists sell it well, and writers, like the 
editorial writer, swallow it hook-line-and-sinker. The 
macro evolutionary hypothesis is false 

• He claims that "evolution is controversial only 
in the sense that it is a hot-button issue for those who 
see it - quite erroneously, in our view - as a threat 
to religious belief." He goes on to say that if evolu
tionary hypothesis is properly understood, then the 
two are not inherently in conflict. One of the 
websites which he has been influenced by, judging by 
how close he comes to directly quoting parts of it, is 
at least honest enough to say that the two are not at 
conflict, unless, of course, heaven forbid (or would 
they say evolution forbid) someone actually believes 
that the Bible is literally true, and God actually cre
ated the universe in six literal days. There is most 



certainly a "threat" to the truth that God is the 
source and that he made the world exactly like he 
said he did. 

• He claims that the disclaimer is "dishonest and 
a disservice to students." Quire to the contrary, the 
failure to recognize the many pitfa lls and failure of 
the hypothesis of organic evolution is "dishonest and 
a disservice to students." 

• He claims that a primary example of "twisting" 
evolution "is the fact that even though the theory 
does not address the origin of life, it is often attacked 
on such grounds. " Again he partially follo ws the 
wording of some of the evolutionary websites. At 
least one of them was honest enough to note that 
evolution does question origins. It is also a fact that 
in textbooks used in schools organic evolution is 
used as the answer to the origin of life, as well as in 
Animal Planet shows, even cartoons, and at Disney 
in a big screen presentation. The fact is that macro
evolutionary thought has to go back to origins in 
some form or another. It is easy to dismiss the criti
cism by saying, "Oh, we are nor talking about the 
origin of life," and then to turn around on every 
hand and talk about it as if evolution caused it. 

• He decries "equating religious beliefs with sci
ence ... as if it were another equally sound scientific 
theory that deserves to be considered side-by-side 
with evolution." A true scientific examination of the 
world reveals in unlimited ways and numbers that 
this world is the result of "Intelligent Design. " It is 
not surprising that evolutionists are so afraid of an 
honest examination of their pet hypothesis in the 
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light of the realities of the universe . It is truly an af
front to science to try to keep this examination and 
investigation from happening. 

Three Final Notes 

It is certainly true that "micro-evolution" or change 
happens within a given group. It is not the case, nor 
can it ever be shown to be so from any reliable evi
dence, that "macro-evolution" which jumps from 
one species to another has ever occurred. 

It should be noted that the reason many hold on 
with such fervor to their "theory" is because the only 
viable alternative is that there is something greater 
than man, with more intelligence and power, that be
gan, organized, and energized this universe. That is 
unacceptable to those who want to see man as the ul
timate of all that is. 

Finally, there is no reason to compromise the 
truth of God's word to accommodate some half
baked hypothesis that is full of holes, unproven, and 
unprovable. It takes much more "blind faith" to be
lieve the foolish concepts of organic evolution than it 
would ever take to believe in a God who made all 
things. 
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Church History 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

lntrodudion 
Jesus Built His Church (MaH. 16: 18) 

Kingdom and church 
• The God of heaven shall set up a kingdom (Dan. 

2:44) 
• Least in the kingdom is greater than John the bap

tist (Matt. 11: 11) 
Kingdom of heaven at hand (Matt. 3:2; Luke 10:9 

Matt. 10:7) 
• Kingdom came in first century (Matt. 16:28) 
• Church and kingdom used synonymously (Matt. 

16:18-19) 
• Kingdom existed in first century (Heb. 12:23, 28; 

Col. 1.: 13, 18) 
• Kingdom (or church) to come with power (Mark 

9:1) 
• Power and church came at the same time 
• Power came on the first Pentecost after the cross 

(Acts 1:6-8; 2:1-4) 
• Kingdom (church) established when the Holy 

Spirit came upon the apostles. 

Falling away (apostasy) prophesied 

• Acts 28:30-31 - grievous men will draw away the 
disciples 

• 2 Thessalonians 2: 1-11 - the lawless one 
• 2 Timothy 4:1-4 - some shall fall away from the 

faith 
• 2 Timothy 4:1-4- they will not endure the sound 

doctrine 

The apostasy (falling away) occurred 

• Council of Nicaea in Bithynia (A.D. 325) -Called 
by Constantine the Great 
•:• Changed organization - Rise of the "Metro-

politan Bishop" (presided over councils) 
·:· Established a creed - Nicene Creed 
•:• Established the time for Easter 
•:• Considered relationship between civil and eccle

siastical governments 
•:• Change in Christian priesthood 

• The rise of the "Patriarchs" 
•:·The bishops of the leading cities (Rome, Alexan

dria, Antioch, Ephesus, Jerusalem and Constan-
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tinople) were given the title of Patriarchs (Ecclesi
astical History, J.L. Mosheim, Vol. 1, p. 72) 

•:• Constantinople was the most prestigious and in
fluential of these six cities because it was built by 
Constantine the Great and named after him 

•:• The Eastern Church (Greek Orthodox Catholic) 
was more prominent than the Western Church 
(Roman Catholic) 

• The rise of the "Universal Bishop" 
•:• In the year 588, John, bishop of Constantinople, 

surnamed the Faster, on account of his extraordi
nary abstinence and austerity, assembled, by his 
own authority, a oouncil at Constantinople, to 
inquire into an accusation brought against Peter, 
patriarch of Antioch; and upon this occasion, as
sumed the title of ecumenical, or universal 
bishop" (Ecclesiastical History, J.L. Mosheim, 
Vol. 1, p. 145) 

•:• Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, opposed 
John the Faster and his presumption. Schaff 
notes: "Gregory I ... characterized it [title of Uni
versal Bishop] as a foolish proud, profane, 
wicked, blasphemous, and diabolical usurpation, 
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and compared him who used it to Lucifer .... Gre
gory demanded the renunciation of the wicked 
title and declared: Whosoever calls himself 'Uni
versal Priest,' or desires to be called so, was the 
forerunner of Antichrist" (History of the Chris
tian Church, Philip Schaff, Vol III, p. 220) 

•!• Upon the death of Gregory the Great, the Ro
man pontiff, Boniface III, assumed the same title 
to himself (Ecclesiastical History, Vol. 1, p. 160) 

•!• "The apostolical organization of the first century 
now gives place to the old Catholic Episcopal 
system; and this in its turn passes into the metro
politan, and after the fourth century into the pa
triarchal" (History of the Christian Church, 
Schaff, Vol II, p. 120) 

• Changes in worship. 
•!• "There is no institution so pure and excellent 

which the corruption and folly of men will not in 
time alter for the worse, and load with additions 
foreign to its nature and original design. Such, in 
a particular mariner, was the fate of Christianity. 
In this century (the second) many unnecessary 
rites and ceremonies were added to the Christian 
worship, the introduction of which was ex
tremely offensive to wise and good men. These 
changes, while they destroyed the beautiful sim
plicity of the gospel, were naturally pleasing to 
the gross multitude, who are more delighted 
with the pomp and splendor of external institu
tions, than with the native charms of rational 
and solid piety, and who generally give little at
tention to any objects but those which strike 
their outward senses" (Ecclesiastical History, 
Mosheim, Vol 1, p 55) 

•!• "The custom of teaching their religious doctrines 
by images, actions, signs, and other sensible rep
resentations which prevailed amovg the Egyp
tians, and indeed, in almost all eastern nations, 
was another cause for the increase of external 
rites in the church" (Ibid) 

•!• The changes are attributed to a "paganizing in
fluence upon Christianity" 

• The Lord's Supper 
•!• The prayers, used upon this occasion, were 

lengthened; and the solemnity and pomp, with 
which this institution was celebrated, were in
creased 

•!• In the fourth century, the Lord's supper was ad
ministrated in some place two or three times a 
week, in others on Sunday only. It was also cel
ebrated at the tombs of martyrs and at funerals 

•!• At the council of Trent (1545-1563), the doc
trine of Transubstantiation became a dogma of 
faith for Catholics - now called the mass 

•:• "The sacramental character of the seven sacra
ments was affirmed and the Eucharist pro
nounced a veritable propitiatory sacrifice as well 
as a sacrament, in which the bread and wine 
were converted into the [literal] body and blood 
of Chri .... It is to be offered for dead and living. 
... The practice of withholding the cup from the 
laity was confirmed as one which the Church 
had commanded from of old for good and suffi
cient reasons." (Schaff-Herzog Religious Ency
clopedia, Vol. III, p. 2) 

•!• In the course of twelve centuries, the Lord's Sup
per was corrupted from the simple memorial 
feast into a pompous observance of the "real sac
rifice" of Christ, presided over by a priest 
dressed in splendid garments 

• Instruments of music 
•:• "The use of organs in churches is ascribed to 

Pope Vitalian (657-672)" (History of the Chris
tian Church, Schaff, Vol. I'V, p. 439) 

•!• The Eastern Church (Greek Orthodox) continues 
to reject organs, musical instruments. (Schaff
Herzog Religious Encyclopedia, Vol. rv, p. 51) 
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•:• Instruments of music were not widely used in 
Christian worship until about the 18th century. 
Most of the religious teachers associated with 
the Protestant Reformation rejected the use of 
mechanical instruments in praise of God, includ
ing but not limited to Luther, Calvin, and 
Wesley. lntrumental music in "Christian" wor
ship is a recent innovation. 

• The veneratio n of Mary and of the sainrs, "Wi th 
the conversion of Constantine, and the political ac
cession of the church of masses fresh from hea
thenism, this reve rence (fo r sa inrs) largely in
creased. Constantine himself built a great church in 
honor of Peter in Rome. His mother, Helena, made 
a pilgrimage to Jerusa lem, where the true cross was 
thought to be discovered. Popular opinion, which 
had long sanctioned the remembrance of the mar
tyrs in prayer and worship, had passed over, before 
the close of the fourth century, to the feeling that 
they were to be prayed to as intercessors with God, 
and as able to protect, heal and aid those who hon
ored them .... The martyrs, for the masses, took the 
place of the old gods and heroes. To the martyrs, 
popular feeling added distinguished ascetics, 
church leaders, and the opponents of heresy .... 
They were guardians of cities, patrons of trades, 
curers of disease. They are omnipresenr ... they 
were honored with burning tapers" (A History of 
the Christian Church, Walker, p. 15 6) 
·:·In 1854 The Roman Pontiff defined, as an article 

of faith, the immaculate conception of Mary. 
·:·In 1950, Pope Pius XII, declared, as a dogma, 

the assumption of M ary into heaven: body, soul 
and spirit 

·:· Veneration of relics, never practiced by New Tes
tament disciples 

·:·Festival occasions unknown in the original 
church 

T he festival o f t he Immaculate Concep
tion 
T he festi val commemorating birth of John 
the Baptist 
Festivals sacred to the memory of the lance 
with which our Savior's side was 
pierced, the nails that faste ned him to the 
cross, and the crown of thorns he wore at 
his death 
Festival commemora ting the birth of Jesus 
(Dec. 25) 
Sign of the cross. "Arose as early as the 
second century ... probably attended with 
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the superstitious confidence in the magt
cal virtue of this sign 
Use of H o ly Water. Protection against the 
power of the devils 
Rosary beads to assist in prayeer (1Qth century) 

• Baptism 
·:·It is conceded by virturally all scholars that dip

ping was the exclusive mode of baptism in the 
first-century church 

·:·In 13 11 the council held at Ravenna declared 
immersion o r sprinkling to be indifferent 

• Penance and Indulgences 
·:·"The Sacrament of Penance and priestly absolu

ti on included three elements: contrition of the 
hea rt, confess ion by the mouth, satisfaction by 
good wo rks. O n these conditions the priest 
grants absolution, not simply by declaratory but 
by judicial act" (Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of 
Religious Knowledge, Vo l IV, p. 382)- penance 
and indulgences as practiced in the Roman 
Catholic Church were unknown in the New Tes
tament church, and are innovations. 

·:·"Confession is the avowal of one's own sins 
made to a duly authori zed priest for the purpose 
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of obtaining their forgiveness through the power 
of the keys .. . called auricular, i.e., spoken into 
the ear of the confessor" (Catholic Encyclope
dia, Vol XI, p. 625) - confession of sins as de
scribed in the Catholic Encyclopedia was not a 
part of the teaching or practice of the apostles 
and prophets in the first century church as de
picted in the New Testament, i.e., new covenant 

• Changes in doctrine - Infallibility 
·!·The Roman Catholic concept of authority was 

first defined by Cyprian, of Carthage. He taught 
that the bishop represents Christ in his congrega
tion and that the sum total of the bishops, i.e. , 
the ecumenical or general council, can legislate 
for the whole church, establishing the infallibil
ity of the church and disp lacing the infallibility 
of the Scriptures. 

• Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) was the first to dis
cuss the theory of Papal infallibility as an integral 
part of systematic theology .... The reformatory 
councils of Pisa, Constance, and Basel asserted the 
superiority of an ecumenical council over the pope. 
... After the Council of Trent the doctrine became a 
bone of contention between the Gallicans and the 
Jesuits. The later triumphed in the Vatican Council, 
which formulated the new article of faith, July 18, 
1870, in these words: "We teach and define that it is 
a dogma divinely revealed, that the Roman pontiff 
when he speaks ex cathedra- that is, when, in dis
charge of the office of pastor and doctor of all Chris
tians, in virtue of his supreme apostolic au thority, he 
defines a doctrine regarding faith or morals to be 
held by the universal Church, by the divine assis
tance promised to him in blessed Peter (Luke 22:32) 
-is possessed of that infallibility with which the di
vine Redeemer willed that his Church should be en
dowed fo r defining doctrine regarding faith or mor
als; and that therefore such definitions of the Ro
man pontiff are irreformable of themselves, and 
from the consent of the Church." 

Reformation 

A reformation began in the 161
" century representing 

a sincere effort on the part of scholarly men to re
form the Catholic Church. The reformers, for the 
most part, rejected the sa le of indulgences to raise 
money for religious purposes. Some rejected the idea 
that a parish priest, acting under the authority of the 
papacy, could remit and retain sins at will. The idea 
that assigned works of human origin could gain the 
indulgence of forgiveness for the penitent was re-

jeered and this led to the denial of all works - that 
works, even the works of God (John 6:29, 9:24), 
have nothing to do with salvation. 

The attempted reformation was preceded by a 
number of attempts to correct some of the false 
teaching of the Catholic Church. Among those who 
blazed the trail for the coming effort to reform reli
gwn were: 
• Claudius of Turin (died 839)- objected to the use 

and worship of images and the cross. He treated 
relics with contempt. He was sent to Turin to deal 
with Mohammedanism. 

• Peter of Bruys (died 1135) denied several Catholic 
doctrines, including infant baptism, the mass, and 
ceremonies and prayers for the dead. He was 
burned at the stake for heresy. 

• Peter Waldo (or Valdez) (died 1218)- taught that 
masses, alms, and prayers do not avail the dead, 
purgatory does not exist, indulgences are invalid, 
doubted the efficacy of the mass (eucharist), and 
that the Bible, especially the New Testament, is the 
sole rule of faith. The Pope branded Waldo and his 
followers (the Waldenses) as "venomous serpents" 
and urged the king of France to exterminate them. 

• William of Occam (1280-1339)- defended inde
pendence of the State from Ecclesiastical Authoirty. 
Taught that the Bible is alone binding on Christians. 
Denounced by Pope John XXII for dangerous 
teachings, he was held in house detention for four 
years (1324-1328) at the papal palace in Avignon, 
France, while the orthodoxy of his writings was ex
amined. Siding with the Franciscan general against 
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the pope in a dispute over Franciscan poverty, 
Ockham fled to Munich in 1328 to seek the protec
tion of Louis IV, Holy Roman emperor, who had 
rejected papal authority over political matters. Ex
communicated by the pope, Ockham wrote against 
the papacy and defended the emperor until the 
latter's death in 1347. The philosopher died in 
Munich, apparently of the plague. 

• John Wickliff (Wycliff) (1280-1339)- taught the 
Bible is the only law of the church, and that the Bible 
contains all truth. He helped to translate the Bible 
into English. He rejected Papal and priestly author
ity, the authority of the church over the state, and 
transubstantiation. He affirmed freedom of will; 
jesus is the only mediator between God and man. 
His body was exhumed, tried, burned at the stake, 
and the ashes thrown into the River Swift. 

• john Huss (1367-1429)- rejected the sale of in
dulgences; taught separation of church and state. 
Tried at the Council of Constance and burned at 
the stake. 

Protestant Reformation 

• Martin Luther (1483-1546) -in his 95 theses ob
jected to indulgences (absolving sins) for a contri
bution of money . . . essentially selling the gift of 
salvation. This led Luther to deny that works of 
any kind have anything to do with being forgiven 
of sins and standing in the grace of God. He also 
taught that the Pope had no more authority than 
any other priest, denying the divine right of the pa
pacy and holding that the "power of the keys" had 
been given to the congregation of the faithful. 

• Philip Melanchton (1497-1560)- became a fol
lower of Luther. He was the author of the 
Augsburg Confession, which is the basic doctrine 
of the Lutheran church. 

• Ulrich Zwingli (1482-1531)- Zwingli, being in
fluenced by Martin Luther, denied the sacrificial 
nature of the mass, works have anything to do with 
salvation, preachers should be celibate, images and 
relics. He taught that the sermon is the center of 
the assembly worship service, and the Lord's Sup
per is symbolic or a memorial. 

Anglican Reformation 

• King Henry VIII (1491-1544) also undertook a ref
ormation of the Catholic Church, which resulted 
in creating the Church of England, and the Angli
can movement. In doctrine and practice he differed 
very little from the Catholic Church. 
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• John Calvin (1509-1564)- was a part of the An
glican movement, but was profoundly influenced 
by Martin Luther. Calvin wrote The Institutes 
teaching the absolute authority of the Bible; un
conditional predestination; hereditary depravity; 
direct operation of the Holy Spirit in the salvation 
process; salvation by faith only through grace 
alone; accepted sprinkling as a mode of baptism. 

• john Knox (1505-1572) - a devout disciple of 
john Calvin. He led the reformation in Scottland 
and overthrew the Catholic Church, establishing 
the Presbyterian Church. 

Each of the many religiou~ groups (denomina
tions) that sprang from the teaching of Luther and 
Henry VIII, and those influenced by them had a 
creed book. The creed book was an authority in ad
dition to the Bible, and perpetuated the division of 
religious minded people. There was obviously a cry
ing need for a renewed, call to "speak where the Bible 
speaks, and be silent where the Bible is silent. Into 
this void stepped Alexander Campbell and Barton W. 
Stone, pleading with all to abandon the creed books 
and go back to the Bible. 

In upcoming studies we will take a look at many 
of the denominations in Christendom and compare 
the doctrine of each with the Bible. We are present
ing in his issue a chart showing the teaching of ma
jor Christian denominations. In future issues of the 
Firm Foundation we will briefly consider each of 
these groups, and establish the need for a fervent ap
peal to go back to the Bible - to call Bible things by 
Bible names and do all things in the Bible way. 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ B y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ B y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved bec~use of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace- Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Twitches 

SCIENTISTS have captured graphic images of 
the damage done to unborn babies as a result 
of women drinking during pregnancy. 

Just one glass of wine a week can make babies 
"jump" in the womb throughout a nine-month preg
nancy. Experts believe this abnormal hyperactive 
behaviour is the result of alcohol slowing or retard
ing the formation of the central nervous system. 

Doctors have warned for decades that women 
who consume large amounts of alcohol during preg
nancy can affect their child's mental development. 

The Department of Health (DoH) advises preg
nant women to limit their alcohol to one or two 
glasses of wine a week. Its figures show 61 o/o of 
women drink while pregnant. 

The new research suggests even moderate alco
hol consumption makes a baby 31h times more likely 
to suffer from abnormal spasms in the womb. The 
findings, by Peter Hepper, a professor at Belfast 
University's fetal behavior research unit, appear to 
back the view that there is no safe level of alcohol 
consumption during pregnancy. 

Hepper presented the findings of his study of 40 
pregnant women from the Royal Maternity hospital, 
Belfast, to the Royal Society of Medicine . 

None of the mothers was asked to drink but 20 
admitted that they would continue to drink during 
their pregnancy. The other 20 drank no alcohol. 

Researchers questioned the 20 pregnant drinkers 
and found they consumed between one and four 
units of alcohol (four glasses of wine) a week. 

In the first half of the study all the women under
went three ultrasound scans during the first 18 
weeks of their pregnancy. 

In the second half, the women had four more 
scans at 20, 25, 30, and 35 weeks. The scans lasted 
up to 45 minutes to try to capture hyperactivity. 

Hepper's findings have surprised child neurol
ogy experts. Between conception and 18 weeks, ba
bies display a primitive "startle reflex" which causes 
babies to jump involuntarily in the womb at loud 
noises and other stimuli. 

However, once the nervous system is fully 
formed at 18 weeks, the reflex disappears in healthy 
babies and is replaced by a calmer "adult" reflex. 

Hepper found that the babies of mothers who 
drank - whether one unit a week or four - all con-
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tinued to display a "startle reflex" throughout their 
pregnancy. The reflex in the babies of the non-drink
ing mothers tailed off at 18 weeks. 

The professor also found that the babies of 
women who drank suffered more "startles" during 
the first 18 weeks. 

Hepper, who published his findings in the jour
nal of Physiology and Behavior, conclqded even mod
erate consumption of alcohol had a serious effect on 
the formation of a baby's central nervous system. 

He explained: "This indicates that the nerve 
pathways in the brain have been damaged." 

Hepper concluded: "Our study shows that alco
hol is having an effect on the baby even at low levels 
and that is quite disturbing .... We don't think there 
is a safe limit for alcohol consumption in pregnancy." 

Hepper's study appears to corroborate US re
search, conducted after birth, which has shown that 
drinking during pregnancy lowers a child's IQ and 
increases hyperactivity. 

Some doctors believe the babies scanned by 
Hepper are showing the early signs of fetal alcohol 
syndrome (FAS) which is thought to cause a range of 
behavioral and neurological disorders in children. 

The Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Trust estimates be
tween 6,000 to 12,000 babies are affected in the UK 
each year. Margaret Burrows, a clinical geneticist at 
Leicester royal infirmary, said: "The startle movement 
(in the womb) is clearly not normal and would seem to 
indicate the child has the traits of fidgeting which we 
see in attention deficit hyperactive disorder. 

"We believe that a proportion of children who 
have ADHD may have developed it as a result of their 
mother's drinking during pregnancy." The next stage 
of Hepper's study will monitor whether the babies go 
on to suffer mental and behavioural problems. 

Lord Mitchell, the Labor peer, wants the govern
ment to support his private members' bill, which 
seeks labeling on all alcohol, warning of the dangers 
of drinking during pregnancy. He will introduce the 
bill in the new year. He said: "The majority of the 
public might not have heard of FAS, but they instinc
tively know that drinking during pregnancy is not a 
good idea." 

For the full video see www. timesonline.co. uk/ 
sun daytimes 



Potpourri ... 
Xther year almost gone ... can you believe 

it? The days, weeks, months, and years 
seem to· go be like cars w hizzing by on the 

freeway when you are stopped or race cars at 
NASCAR. 

This column is intended to keep us abreast of the 
current events that impact the church, society, and 
the moral climate. It is like a golfer wetting his finger 
to see which way the wind is blowing. Whichever 
way that is, it is usually the business of saints to run 
counter to the culture. So, once again , here goes: 

We begin thi s sess ion with some morsels from 
our Chicago correspondent, Earl Davis, a good guy 
who keeps us informed of items of interest from the 
Chicago Tribune. Hey, Earl, thanks again. 

@jump up and come down, ro ll on the floor, 
whistle, scream, and stomp your feet seems to be the 
way to jazz it up in some religious circles. Can' t you 
see Jesus of Nazareth or the apostle Paul leading this 
brigade? Yeah, well, okay- the Chicago Tribune re
ports: Lights are dim, musicians are young, and 
Latino, twenty-something dreamers creating magical 
jazz fusion ... rocks to the beat ... they don't men
tion God, but ... hope to spread the word of Christ 
to enough cafe patrons to cultivate a few potential 
congregants" (8/21/05) . 

@When American novelists gave their books titles 
like East of Eden, Absalom, Absalom! and Song of 
Solomon, they assumed thei r audience would imme
diately understand the biblical allusions. With today's 
readers, that may be a mistake. In a recent survey 1 out 
of every 3 American teenagers could identify who 
asked, ')\m I my brother 's keeper" (5/12/05) . 

@Don Wycliff (Misusing God's Name) wrote: 
"People who would instantly recoil from a profane 
use of "Elohim" or ')\llah" as insulting to Jews and 
Muslims think nothing of exclaiming in disgust, out
rage, surprise or whatever: "Jesus Christ!" (9/1/05) 

@A report from the American Academy of Reli
gion said the number of religion majors increased 26 
percent from 1996 through 2000, and that total en
rollment in religion classes rose 15 percent in institu
tions of higher learning across the land (9/9/05). 

@In a letter to the editor Jay Aldrich of 
LaGrange Park, Ill. , made some telling comments 

about evolution and Intelligent Design. His thesis is 
that Science is not Omniscient: H ere is a sample: "If 
we were to rip out all mention of evolution from our 
children's textbooks, just exactly how would their 
education in the sciences be harmed? Would students 
suddenly be unable to grasp concepts like the Krebs 
cycle, photosynthesis, respiration, DNA, bio-chemis
try, physics, cellular biology?" H e said in conclusion, 
"The idea that science is the sole arbiter of all truth 
goes agai nst common everyday experience. And yet 
proponents of evolution want to suppress this reality. 
They wi ll try to dictate, at all costs, w here the argu
ment begins: there is no Creator. Everything is the 
result of randomness - nothing plus time plus 
chance." Now, how scientific is that? (10/8/05). 

@A Roman Catholic Bishop, Atcherly Dew of 
Wellington, New Zealand, has urged an assembly of 
his peers to reconsider church teaching that bars di
vorced and remarried Catholics from receiving Com
munion, referring to the current regulations as a 
source of scandal (10/7/05) . 

{ilThe Dutch government intends to expand its 
euthanasia policy, setting guidelines for when doc-
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tors may end the lives of terminally ill newborns 
with the parent's consent (8/30/2005). 

$Lisa Anderson (10/19/05) reports on a lawsuit 
between a group of parents and the Harrisburg, Pa., 
district school board. The parents, represented by 
the ACLU, contend that the requirement that stu
dents be told about the theory of Intelligent Design 
as an explanation of the origin of the species is reli
giously motivated. The plaintiffs argue that intelli
gent design - which posits some aspects of life, yet 
unexplained by evolution, are best attributed to an 
unnamed and unseen intelligent designer. 

0 HARRISBURG, PA - A Pennsylvania bio
chemist testified in federal court Monday that intelli
gent design, a view critical of Charles Darwin's 
theory of evolution, is a scientific theory that doesn't 
require involvement of a supernatural agent, al
though he said that he believes the intelligent de
signer is God (10/18/05). 

OA replica of Buddha's tooth, a holy relic of the 
Buddhist religion, has been stolen from a temple in a 
northern suburb of Yangon. There are acknowledged 
to be only two genuine Buddha's teeth in existence, 
one in China and the other in Sri Lanka. Buddhists 
believe the teeth, reportedly found after Buddha was 
cremated 2,400 years ago, bring peace and good for
tune. Beijing lent its genuine tooth to Myanmar for 
display in 1994. When China lent the real toot, two 
ivory replicas were carved to be displayed with it, 
and after the real one was returned to China, one 
replica was kept at Swedaw Yat and the other in 
Myanmar (8-19-05). 

OTINOS, Greece - On the holiest of days on 
the Orthodox Christian calendar, religious devotion 
is an uphill struggle. Thousands of pilgrims crawled 
on their hands and knees more than half a mile up a 
hill to a church on this Aegean Sea Island devoted to 
the Virgin Mary, where a revered icon is credited 
with miraculous powers (8-19-05). 

OThe last active Shaker community in the world 
is at New Gloucester, Maine, and has only four 
members (8-19-05) 

VRachel Zoll in a lengthy AP article, "Young 
jews Go Hip," says that in some Jewish communi
ties, to attract and keep the young people, Jewish 
leaders are programming all kinds of sensational, 
sensuous activities. Also strange dress and slogans. 
Zoll reports seeing a T-shirt that asks "W.W.B.D." 
(the "B" is for Barbara Streisand). She also reported 
"a bra made out of yarmulkes." The claim is they are 
trying to keep their religion alive and resort to night-
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clubs, cafes, dances, spas, and entertainment. One 
slogan says "Irreverence is good for Irrelevance." 
This hip approach may be gathering crowds, but 
does nothing for the soul. It is an attempt to make 
religion grow by killing religion. The clubs are full ... 
the synagogues are empty. One leader of the swing to 
the far left in Judaism said, 'We use edu-tainment. 
We make them laugh. It's 95 percent humor, culture, 
radical fun, and 5 percent meaning.'' The young 
thinkers say their elders should look beneath the 
kitsch. [Editor's note: Don't know about you but 
''kitsch" was a new word to me- it means, "artistic 
vulgarity" or "tastelessness."] 

Classes Questioning Evolution 
OThe Wall Street Journal (11/14/2005) in an ar

ticle written by Daniel Golden discusses "attacks on 
evolution" in high-school science classes, and notes 
that "intelligent design is gaining a precarious and 
hotly contested foothold in American higher educa
tion." 

Golden informs us that intelligent design courses 
are offered at the state universities of Minnesota, 
Georgia, and New Mexico, as well as Iowa State, and 
at private institutions such as Wake Forest and 
Carnegie Mellon. 

Last week, the Kansas state board of education 
adopted new science guidelines that question evolu
tion. 

Intelligent design does not demand a literal read
ing of the Bible. Unlike traditional creationists, most 
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adherents agree with the prevailing scientific view 
that the earth is billions of years old. And they allow 
that the designer is not necessarily the Christian 
God. 

Intelligent design 's beachhead on campus has 
provoked a backlash. Universities have discouraged 
teaching of intelligent design in science classes and 
canceled lectures on the topic. Last month, Univer
sity of Idaho President Tim White flatly declared that 
teaching of "views that differ from evolution" in sci
ence courses is "inappropriate." 

According to an info rmal survey by James 
Colbert, an associate professor who teaches intro
ductory biology at Iowa State, one-third of ISU 
freshmen planning to major in biology agree with the 
statement that "God created human beings pretty 
much in their present form at one time within the 
last 10,000 years." 

Warren Dolphin, who also teaches introductory 
biology at Iowa State, says he's begun describing evo
lution to his class as a hypothesis rather than as a fact 
to avoid confrontations with creationist students. 

Harold Delaney, a professor of psychology at the 
University of New Mex ico, taught an honors semi
nar in 2003 and 2004 on "Origins: Science, Faith 
and Philosophy." Co-taught by Michael Kent, a sci
entist at Sandia National Laboratories, the course in
cluded readings on both sides as well as a guest lec
ture by David Keller, another intelligent-design ad
vocate on the New Mexico faculty. 

Some well-respected scientists have fostered the 
spread of intelligent design. H enry F. Schaefer, direc
tor of the Center for Computational Quantum 
Chemistry at the University of Georgia, has written 
or co-authored 1,082 scientific papers and is one of 
the world 's most widely cited chemists by other re 
searchers. 

Mr. Schaefer teaches a freshmarl seminar at 
Georgia entitled: "Science and Christianity: Conflict 
or Coherence?" H e has spoken on religion and sci
ence at many American universities. 

.Ms. or .Mrs? 
@A Harvard economics professor, Claudia 

Goldin, did a study last year that found that 44 per
cent of women in the H arvard class of 1980 who 
married within 10 years of graduation kept their 
birth names, while in the class of '90 it was down to 
32 percent. In 1990, 23 percent of college-educated 
women kept their own names after marriage, while a 
decade later the number had fallen to 17 percent. 

"My mother always told me you can' t be the best 
career woman and the best mother at the same 
time," the brainy, accomplished Cynthia Liu told 
Louise Story, explaining why she hoped to be a stay
at-home mom a few years after she goes to law 
school. "You always have to choose one over the 
other. " 

Cynthia Russett, a professor of American history 
at Yale, told Story that women today are simply more 
"realistic," having seen the dashed utopia of those 
who assumed it wouldn't be so hard to combine full
time work and child rearing. 

Female sexuali ty has been a confusing corkscrew 
path, not a serene progressive arc. We had decades of 
Victorian prudery, when women were not supposed 
to like sex. Then we had the pill and zipless encoun
ters, when women we re supposed to have the same 
animalistic drive as men. Then it was discovered -
shock, horror! - that men and women are not alike 
in their desires. But zipless morphed into hookups, 
and the more one-night stands the girls on "Sex and 
the City" had, the grumpier they got. 
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flips Bible Upside-Down 
tl If a pair of visiting scholars, speaking this week 

at Florida Southern College's annual Bible Sympo
sium, are correct, practically everything most people 
believe the Scriptures teach about sex is wrong. 

The topic of this year's symposium, the Lakeland 
Ledger reported, was "Sex, Love and Marriage in 
Scripture and Tradition." Two of the presentations, 
however, were less than traditional, and many would 
say, unscriptural. 

James L. Crenshaw, professor of Old Testament 
at Duke Divinity School, questioned Scripture's au
thority to govern matters of sexuality - the Old Tes
tament text, he argued, was written over 12 centu
ries under a variety of shifting circumstances. It is the 
reader, he argued, that determines the text's mean
ing. 

"We possess no statement describing a normative 
practice" of sex and marriage, he told the attendees. 

Crenshaw cited divorce, easily obtained in early 
Hebrew society but discouraged in later prophetic 
and rabbinic writings, to illustrate what he described 
as the Bible's shifting standards. Likewise, in the 
Song of Songs, "the lovers defy convention in the 
way lovers have always done." 

Given, the lack of a cohesive approach to sexual
ity in the Bible, Crenshaw argued "those who prac
tice alternative sexual lifestyles" should not be con
demned. 

While agreeing that homosexuality is forbidden 
in passages of Leviticus, Crenshaw said those prohi
bitions should not be taken as the final word. 
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"We must reject at the outset any notion of the 
supreme authority of scripture .... Even those who 
take most literal interpretation of biblical texts, who 
claim to believe everything literally, nevertheless sit 
in judgment on their meaning at every ·juncture be
cause readers determine meaning," he said. "Is God 
more interested in our sex lives than in ~ur integrity, 
our good deeds and our chaste thought~?" 

Crenshaw's Duke Divinity School is associated 
with the United Methodist Church, which permits 
gays to be members of its congregations but prohibits 
them from being ministers. 

The apostle Paul wrote: "Therefore God gave 
them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies 
with one another. They exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie, and worshiped and served created things 
rather than the Creator - who is forever praised. 
Ameri. Because of this, God gave them over to 
shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 
relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the 
men also abandoned natural relations with women 
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed indecent acts with other men, and re
ceived in themselves the due penalty for their perver
sion" (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Defrock lesbian Minister 
OThe highest court within the United Methodist 

Church defrocked a lesbian minister Monday for 
violating the denomination's ban on "self-avowed, 
practicing homosexual" clergy. 

The nine-member Judicial Council - seven of 
whom heard the case Thursday in Houston - issued 
the ruling through its Web site. The denomination's 
communications office is based in Nashville. 

A church panel decided in December that the 
Rev. Irene "Beth" Stroud, 35, by being in a lesbian 
parmership, engaged in practices that the church has 
declared incompatible with Christian teachings. 

The panel's decision was overturned by the 
Northeast Jurisdiction Committee on Appeals, but 
the Judicial Council backed the original ruling. 

The Judicial Council ruled Monday that the ap
peals committee "erred in reversing and setting aside 
the verdict and penalty from Rev. Stroud's trial." 

Thomas Hall, counsel for the United Methodist 
Church said the decision provides some relief, but is 
"not the end of this whole conversation." 

"An issue like this takes so much energy on both 
sides, and takes the focus off a lot of the great things 



the church is doing," Hall said. "This gives us some 
space so we can hopefully channel our energies into 
the great things we're doing." The UMC is the 
nation's third-largest denomination. 

Stroud will continue as a lay staff member at her 
congregation, preaching, supervising children's and 
youth work and conducting pastoral visits [Editor,s 
comment: If a disgraced person can continue teaching 
and counseling - even children - then defrocking, 
which means taking away the status, job, and author
ity of a priest, is a farce]. 

She told the congregation Sunday that she and 
her partner are applying to be foster parents [Editor 
again: pray God that gets turned down] (AP). 

Speechilier 
IJA judge who declared all public areas of Los 

Angeles County courthouses "no speech zones" has 
been hit with a federal civil rights lawsuit. 

According to the complaint filed Thursday, a 
general order issued Sept. 13 by California Superior 
Court Judge William MacLaughlin "prohibits such 
free speech activities as picketing, distribution of lit
erature, and demonstration." 

"The courts are supposed to be protecting our 
First Amendment rights, not suppressing them," said 
Mike Johnson, senior legal counsel for the Alliance 
Defense Fund. "This judge's order is a constitutional 
travesty and has already forced our clients and other 
law-abiding citizens from engaging in classic, ordi
nary free speech." 

The complaint says the ban "requires even an in
dividual prospective speaker to get a permit but fails 
to provide any objective criteria or time restrictions 
governing the granting of a permit." 

Alliance Defense Fund attorneys represent best
selling author and TV co-host Ray Comfort and Pas
tor Emeal Zwayne. 

(/j.tuL lUI! in.o11ul! 

Panola Lectureship 2006 
March 12-15, 2006 

-Mark Sloan, Dlredor

Carthage Church of Christ 
1309 West Panola St. • P.O. Box 325 

Carthage, Texas 75633 
(903) 693-3269 

Rescheduled from September 2005 because of Hurricane Rita 

ADF says the two Christian ministers have been 
peacefully sharing their faith most mornings for the 
last two and a half years outside the Los Angeles 
County courthouse in Bellflower. 

For 20 minutes each morning, Comfort and 
Zwayne talk with people waiting outside before the 
courthouse opens for the day. 

They have never caused any disturbance for the 
court or for uninterested persons, ADF insists. 

Because of the court's "no speech zone" order, 
police officers removed the two men from a walkway 
outside of the courthouse Sept. 30 and told them not 
to return. 

"Our clients have been peaceably speaking on 
the courthouse steps for years," said Johnson. "Now 
a judge has proclaimed a sudden and sweeping crack
down on free speech. A courthouse is the last place 
you'd expect to find a restriction on an American's 
First Amendment rights" (WorldNetDaily.com). 

To Tu or Not to Tu 
OThe American Civil Liberties Union has filed 

suit over a Georgia law that exempts the Bible from 
sales taxes, calling it discriminatory (WorldNet
Daily.com) 
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There Is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
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hold dear. 
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Preamble to the DOl 
\?Hhe unanimous Declaration of the 13 united 

Srares of America, 
"When in the Course of human events, it be

comes necessary for one people to d issolve the poli ti
cal bands which have connected rhem with another, 
and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal sta tion to which the Laws of Na
ture and of Nature's God entitle rhem, a decent re
spect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impe l them to the 
separation. 

"We hold these truths to be se lf-ev ident, that a ll 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator w ith certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and rhe pursuit of 
Happiness. - That to secure these rights, Govern
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed, .. . " 

Abortion 
\?iTaking the life of an unborn baby was thought 

to be painless to the child. A smattering of evidence 
indicating the fetus could feel and react to pain was 
ignored or denied. Recently several doctors testified 
before a Congressional Committee on whether the 
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by Phil San ders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth ? 
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come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth -the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 
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infant sti ll in t he womb could suffer when trauma
tized. H ere is the conclusion of the testimony of a 
knowledgeable woman of medical science: 

Testimony fo r the U.S. House Committee on the 
Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, No
vember 1, 2005 Rayburn Building, Washington DC. 

Jean A. Wright M.D. MBA 
Professor and Chair of Ped iatrics 
Mercer School of Medicine 
Executive Di rector, Children's H ospital & 

Women's Institute Memorial H ealth University 
Medica l Center, Savannah, Georgia 

Conclusion 
T he development of the perception of pain begins at 
the 6th week of life. By 20 weeks, and perhaps even 
earlier, a ll the essentia l components of anatomy, 
physiology, and neurobiology exist to transmit pain
ful sensations from the skin to the sp inal cord and to 
the brain. 

Infants in the neonatal in tensive care unit give us 
a clear picture into li fe in the womb for the unborn 
fetus age 23-40 week gestation. Our understanding 
of the presence of pa in , and the need to cl inicall y 
treat this pain in the premature infant leads us to un
derstand the presence of pain, and the need to treat 
pain in the unborn fetus of the same gestational age. 

Our conscience as clinicians requi res us to apply 
the same standards of informed consent that we 
would ro any o ther patient in a same or simi lar situa
tion. We no longer can ignore the fact that maternal 
anesthesia treats the mother 's pain perception during 
these procedures, but leaves the unborn with no pain 
protection. 

Our knowledge of this field has changed our 
cl inical p_ractice, and now the legislative issues must 
change as well. 

Ban "Gays" as Priests 
{?:· ROME, Nov. 22- A new Vatican document ex

cludes from the priesthood most gay men, with few 
exceptions, bann ing in strong and specific language 
candidates "who are active ly homosexual, have 
deep-seated homosexual tendencies, or support the 
so-called "gay culture." 

The long-awa ited document, whic h has leaked 
out in sections over the last few mo nths, was pub
lished Tuesday in Ita lian by an Italian Catholic Web 
site, AdistaOnline.it. 

The document appears to a llow ord ination only 
for candidates who experienced "transitory" homo
sexual tendencies that were "clearly overcome" at 



least three years before ordination as a deacon, the 
last step before priesthood. It does not define "over
come." Several critics worried that that language 
would make it nearly impossible for men who be
lieve their basic orientation is gay - but who are 
celibate - to become priests. 

The document puts the onus on bishops, semi
nary directors, and the spiritual advisers "to evaluate 
all of the qualities of the personality and assure that 
the candidate does not have sexual disorders that are 
incompatible with priesthood." 

A candidate, in turn, would have to be honest 
about his sexuality. 

"It would be gravely dishonest for a candidate to 
hide his own homosexuality, regardless of every
thing, to arrive at ordination," the document states. 
"Such an inauthentic attitude does not correspond to 
the spirit of truth, loyalty and availability that must 
characterize the personality of one who considers 
himself called to serve Christ." 

While church documents as early as 1961 banned 
homosexuals from the priesthood, conservative 
Catholics complain that the ban has often been ig
nored. Some liberals say the priesthood has been en
riched, and amplified in numbers, by gay celibate 
men. 

Many conservatives called the document a neces
sary correction, saying the number of gay men in semi
naries has deterred heterosexual men from applying. 

"It's a clear statement by the Vatican that gay 
men are not welcome in seminaries and religious or
ders," said the James Martin, a Jesuit priest (New 
York Times, Nov. 23, 2005). 
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Cotham-Davis Debate 
on the Godhead and !\1il·acles Today 
Swainsboro, Georgia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 

The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
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Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
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The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
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Deny: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Shepherd's Oversight 

Question: H ow many years would you say a con
gregation can be scriptural without elders, if it 

does not have men who are qualified to serve as el
ders? (T.G.) 

Answer: Th~re is no specific number of years that 
..t\..can be gtve n as an answer to this question. 
Oversight by elders is a part of God's plan for the 
scriptural organization of the church. Paul and 
Barnabas on their return trip through the cities in 
which churches had been established on the first mis
sionary journey "appointed elders fo r them in every 
church" (Acts 14:23 ). The yo ung evangelist, Titus, 
was told "This is why I left you in Crete, so that you 
might put what remained into order, and appoint el
ders in every town as I d irected you" (Titus 1:5). It is 
God's intention that eve ry congregation be orga
nized and governed in that way and every congrega
tion should, therefo re, be working toward that end. 

However, the churches in Galatia referred to in 
Acts 14 were in existence for a time and are called 
"churches" before Paul and Barnabas ordained elders 
in them. Therefore, chu rches can and, indeed, under 
ord inary circumstances, must exist for a time with
out elders w hen they are first established. 

"For a time," yes, but fo r how long? That is the 
questioner's question. Titus is told to ordain elders 
in every church, "if anyone is above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, and his children are believers 
and no t open to the charge of debauchery or insub
ordination . For an overseer, as God's steward, must 

. be above reproach. H e must not be arrogant or 
quick-tempered or a drunkard or vio lent or greedy 
for gain, but hospi tab le, a lover of good, self-con
trolled, upright, holy, and disciplined. H e must hold 
firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he 
may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and 
als? to rebuke those who contradict it" (Titus 1:6-9). 
Thts says elders are to be appo inted if qualified men 
are found . T hat obviously leaves the implication 
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that, if qualified men are not fo und, the congrega
tion is not to appoim elders. 

It is sometimes said, "Something is wrong if a 
church continues fo r years without elders." I wou ld 
not quarrel with that statement. Certainly, within a 
reasonable length of time, even in a brand new work 

' 
some men should be converted; at least some of them 
with proper teaching and encouragement, should 
mature to the point that they wo uld qualify as elders. 

However, circumstances vary; some congrega
tions are made up wholly of women. Some of the 
quali fications rule out good men who do not have 
the practical experience of bringing up a family. To 
say that something is wrong is not to say that every
body in the congregation is therefore wrong, or that 
the congregation itself is unscriptu ral. 

O n the othe r hand, some use demands for virtual 
perfection and other excuses to circumvent God's or
ga nizational arra ngement. Someone, a preacher or 
otherwise, who could no t be an elder " runs the show" 
and does no t want to give up that powe r. It is wrong 
not to have elders if qualified men are present. 

In short, it is scriptural for a congregatio n to 
continue without elders for however long they do 
not hav~ men qualified to be elders. It is unscriptura l 
to appomt men as elders who are not qualified . It is 
equally unscriptural to choose not to have elders be
cause some other arrangement is preferred. 
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5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgnmery, AL 36109 
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Directory -Georgia- Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

-Alaska-

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (1h mi. east of 1-35) 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3 9 31. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- South Carolina -
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
373-5583 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

-Tennessee-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
- California -

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. minister. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Sun. 9• 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-

-Colorado-

4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lalce Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Introduce 
your congregation 

to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367-62.16 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
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A translation of the NewT estament with 
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Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetores on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Penteco~talism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 

Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.uestions 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3}7"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Fi rm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burlon CofTmnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
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his work. Brother Winters shows 
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instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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(G.C. Brewer was a multi-talented man ... and he devoted his ability to the service and glory of God. This 
is the third in a series of articles on Denominational Baptism. We rerun this valuable study because some con
fuse the issue and arrive at flimsy conclusions. Occasionally we need to revisit established truth and reaffirm 
Bible teaching. That is what this series is about. Brother Brewer, by the way, was answering a letter. ) 

enominational Baptism No. 3 
By G. C. Brewer (deceased) 

Baptism for the Remission of Sins 
In discussing the points that were suggested in a let
ter that was recently published on this page, we have 
come now to the fourth question, wh ich is as fo l
lows: Is the expression, "for the remission of sins," a 
part of the command to be baptized ? 

As we begin to discuss the point, let us allay any 
fears that may be aroused by saying that whatever 
may be the answer to this question, it w ill not in the 
least minimize the importance of baptism. Baptism is 
a condition of salvation; a step that must be take n 
before one enters into Christ, where forgiveness of 
sins is and where all spiritual blessings are . (Eph. 1:3 , 
7; Gal. 3 :27). Sins are not remitted until the be liev
ing penitent is baptized . The question, therefore, is 
impQrtanr only as a scriptura l exegesis. 

The expression eis ("for, unto remission of sins") 
is clearly the purpose for which persons are to obey 
the command. The command is to be baptized, and 
the reason for being baptized is that you may receive 
the remission of sins. 

1. If this is a part of the command, then every
where the command is given this express ion would 

have to be found. Either that o r else the command is 
no t complete ly stated. It is a well-known fact that 
baptism is taught in the Great Commission, in the 
preaching of the apostles, and in the Epistles. And 
yet we know that at no place this side of the giving of 
the commission is the expression, "for the remission 
of sins," found with the term "baptism" except in 
Acts 2 :38 . Moreover, we have the plain statement 
that Peter commanded the Gentiles to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 10:48). But the ex
pression, "for the remissio n of sins," is not here 
found . John's baptism was also for the remission of 
sins, but in only one place do we have that expres
sion and the term "baptism" found together in refe r
ence to his baptism (Mark 1 :4). 

2. If "for the remission of sins" is a parr of the 
command to be baptized, it is a lso clearly a parr. of 
the command to repent. Any grammatical analysis of 
Acts 2:38 will show that repentance and baptism are 
connected, and that " for the remission of sins" fol
lows both of them and is the purpose for which each 
verb in the command is to be obeyed. Moreover, in 
Mark 1 :4, where it is said that John preached the 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Exceptions and Rules 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I f it a person is physically unable to attend an 
assembly-worship service, is it permissible 
not to attend. The answer is yes, but with a 

caveat. 
We are admonished not to forsake "our own 

assembling together, as the custom of some is, 
but exhorting one another; and so much the 
more, as ye see the day drawing nigh" (Heb. 
10:25). 

The writer of Hebrews refers to a specific day. Some say it was 
the day of the destruction of Jerusalem, but if that were true, the 
command to exhort one another not to desert the assembly would 
no longer be possible after the destruction of Jerusalem. There is 
general agreement that the book of Hebrews was written A.D. 63. 
Seven years later Jerusalem was destroyed. If the reference is to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, then the requirement to exhort "one 
another; and so much the more as ye see the day drawing nigh" 
would have on ly applied to the church for only 7 years. 

Others think it may refer to end of the world, but Jesus said no 
man knows the day or the hour of the world's destruction and the 
final judgment (Matt. 24:42-44). 

The passage speaks of "our own assembling together." The 
day that we can see drawing near would be the day of assembly, or 
the first-day-of-the-week. It is imperative that we not forsake the 
first day of the week assembly, and that we exhort one another to 
keep the asse mbly of the saved, stirring up one another to love and 
good works. This is the day the believers in Troas met (Acts 20:7), 
and the day the churches of Galatia and Corinth were to cast into 
(lay by in store) the treasury of the church (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

The people of God are to assemble on the first day of the 
week. It is pre-eminently "the Lord's day." Sunday was the day of 
Jesus' resurrection, and the day of his ascension, and the day of his 
coronation. It was the day upon which the redeemed in Troas 
came together to break bread, and was honored by the presence of 
the apostle Paul. 

No church can be a church of Christ that does not assemble 
upon the first day of every week. 

However if a person is physically unable to gather with the 
saints, is he exempt? Is there a circumstance in which a child of God 
is justified in forsaking the assembly? The answer has to be yes. 

Suppose a brother on the Lord's Day is in the hospital's inten-



sive care unit and it is physically impossible for him to attend, is he 
excused? If the first day of the week had come when Paul and Silas 
were in a Philippian jail, would it have been permissible for them 
to "forsake" the assembly? The common-sense answer has to be 
yes. 

The Bible does not specifically say that people who are physi
cally unable to keep a command of God are guiltless for not keep
ing that command, but sound judgment demands it. It is possible 
for a consecrated person to reach an age or a stage when he can no 
longer do the things in which he once joyfully participated. 

We must speak to, teach, and admonish one another in song 
(Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), but suppose a person is a deaf-mute. He 
not only cannot sing, but he cannot talk. 

The unstipulated exceptions are obvious, and are not specified 
because they are apparent. 

Here's the rub - the caveat. If we talk too much about excep
tions, people become confused about the rule. The rule is: do not 
desert the first day of the week assembly of the church. The excep
tion is: physical impossibility. The question is: what constitutes a 
physical impossibility? Exceptions would include sickness, con
finement, isolation, and some handicaps. Lengthy discussions of 
the exclusions may result in uncertainty and bewilderment or in 
abuse of the rule. 

We should emphasize the rule, and deal with the exceptions as 
necessary and sometimes privately. 

A local congregation, in addition to the mandatory first-day
of-the-week assembly may assemble at other times, or may choose 
to forego subordinate gatherings. Many congregations have a mid
week assembly, annual revivals, and classes for special groups. 

A local church may decide to dismiss the midweek program, 
but no congregation would have the right to cancel the first-day
of-the-week gathering. This proves that one assembly is manda
tory and the other ancillary. 

The ch·urch at Troas, obviously, did not meet through the 
week, ~nd Paul had to wait seven days until the church gathered 
on Sunday (Acts 20:6). The church at Troas did not have a mid
week service. The church at Jerusalem, in the beginning of the gos
pel, met day by day (Acts 2:46). One church met every day, and 
the other met only on the Lord's Day. 

The day-by-day gathering of the first church in the beginning 
of the gospel may not have included all of the baptized believers in 
Jerusalem. The first-day-of-the-week assembly required that all the 
saved in a given community - those organized into a local con
gregation - be present. Paul speaks of a time when all of the 
brethren in Corinth - the "whole church" - would be "as
sembled together" (1 Cor. 14:23). The KJV says "assembled to
gether in one place," but if the "whole church"- a local congre
gation - is assembled it is obviously in one place. When Paul says 
"whole church" he is clearly not talking about the universal
church because such a gathering is not possible. He must be talk
ing about a particular group of saints in Corinth - a local church. 
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The observation that the local church assembled (in 
o ne place) im pli es there may have been gatherings 
composed of less than the entire membership of a lo
cal church. 

Paul, in talking about observing the Lord's Sup
per, says, "Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come 
together to ear, wait one for a nother" (1 Cor. 
11:33). This indicates a solemn assembly that would 
include all of the members of a local church. 

The shepherds o f the loca l church in executing 
their duty to provide pasturage for the sheep ("feed 
the flock"- Acts 20:28), may authorize classes for 
Bible study, provide special learning opportunities, 
multiple services on Lord's Day, home Bible studies, 
and various evangelistic enterprises. 

Some will eagerly accept every opportunity to 
enhance Bible knowledge, and others will bypass the 
opportunity. 

Is it a sin to bypass some of the edification pro
grams? If a couple have faithfully served in a loca l 
congregation for many years, but because of age and 
physica l limita tions can no longer attend on Sunday 
night, or Wednesday evening, they are not guilty of 
transgression. 

Here again we are talking about exceptions, and 
that imposes a caveat. Be carefu l! At the same rime, 
be fa ir and understanding. 

If a saint is lawfull y unable to attend the Sunday 
morning worship assembly, he is exempt ... an ex
clusion. It is not necessary to carry the "elements" to 

him so he can ear the Lord's Supper. An exclusion is 
an exclusion. 

If a child of God can present himself before the 
Lord on Sunday morning, but because of incapacity 
cannot return on Sunday night, or Wednesday night, 
or every night of a gospel meeting, or any other spe
cial programs he is not to feel guil ty. 

On the other hand, when elders of the church pro
vide for the good of the redeemed a program calcu
lated to build Christian character it is the obvious re
sponsibility of every member to support the program. 

Elders may arra nge a study and worship oppor
tunity to which all are invited, but not required, to 

attend. The Sunday assembly, which includes the 
communion service, is intended to be a rime when 
"the whole church" assembles. It is a communion 
with Jehovah, Jesus, the Holy Spi ri t, and one an
other. Paul says, "The cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not a commun io n of the blood of Christ ? The 
bread which we break, is it nor a communion of the 
body of C hrist? seeing that we, who are many, are 
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one bread, one body: for we all partake of the one 
bread" (1 Cor. 10:16-17). If there is jealously, strife, 
and division it is not possible ro eat the Lord's Sup
per (1 Cor. 11 :20) . A bad attitude toward a fellow 
sold ier of the cross can prevent ea ting the Lord's 
Supper in a worthy manner. 

While Sunday worship is special, still, the devout 
disciple will seek every opportunity to enrich his soul 
by worship in Bible study, prayer, and association 
with his fe llow saints. 

He should also seek family and private times of 
devotion ... times when he can feast his life on ever
lasting truth . . . and pou r our his heart before the 
throne of God in the praise of inrense worship. Even 
those who are precluded from attendance with oth
ers can be "in the spirit on the Lord's Day," and ev
ery day. 

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and for ever. Amen" (2 Per. 3:18). 
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(continued from page 1) 

baptism of repentance for remission of sins, it is 
clearly seen that both baptism and repentance are for 
the same purpose. Again, in Luke 24:47, where Jesus 
said that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name, beginning at Jerusalem, the 
word "and" in this passage is from the Greek prepo
sition eis, which is "unto" or "for the remission of 
sins" - the same preposition that is used in Acts 
2:38; Mark 1:4, etc. Thus, Jesus clearly says that the 
apostles were to preach repentance for the remission 
of sins among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
Repentance is for the remission of sins in the same 
sense that baptism is for the remission of sins; and, 
therefore, if this expression, "for the remission of 
sins," is a part of the command to be baptized, it is 
also a part of the command to repent. And yet, in all 
of the many places that repentance is mentioned, we 
do not find the expression, "for the remission of 
sins," connected with it, except in the verses that 
have just been cited. The command is one thing and 
the blessing promised to those who obey the com
mand is another thing. Remission of sins is the bless
ing promised to those who repent and are baptized. 

3. When we say that the remission of sins is the 
blessing promised instead of a part of the command, 
we can easily see how that this blessing is expressed 
in other terms in other passages of Scripture where 
baptism is enjoined. Jesus says: "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved." Here baptism is com
manded, and salvation is promised to the one who 
obeys the command. Paul says that we are baptized 
into Christ. And here we see that baptism is stated as 
a condition of salvation, and the blessing into which 
it leads is implied in the state or the relationship into 
which baptism introduces or inducts one. Since all 
spiritual blessings are in Christ, and since baptism is 
one of the steps that must be taken before one enters 
Christ, it is clear that baptism is an essential step to 
the enjoyment of these spiritual blessings. To make 
"for the remission of sins" the one and only end of 
the command to be baptized is certainly to rob the 
command not only of some of its importance, but of 
some of its beauty, and it takes away some of the 
highest inducements to obey the command. This ex
pression, "for the remission of sins," cannot be over
emphasized, if it is emphasized for what it teaches, 

but it certainly can be wrongly emphasized. We have 
heard brethren use such an expression as: "Baptism 
for the remission of sins is a condition of salvation." 
As an example of tautology or redundancy this could 
hardly be excelled, since remission of sins and salva
tion mean exactly the same thing. Therefore, to say 
that baptism is a condition of salvation is sufficient, 
or to say that baptism is a condition of the remission 
of sins is sufficient, and either one of these would be 
equivalent to saying that baptism is for the remission 
of sins. Again, some brethren have used this expres
sion: "Baptized for the remission of sins into Christ." 
We here again have a very awkward expression, as 
well as a repetition of thought. Some brethren in the 
baptismal formula say: "I now baptize you for the re
mission of sins into the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." This may not be 
wrong, and I would register no serious protest, but it 
does have the appearance of putting undue emphasis 
upon one expression connected with the term "bap
tism." 

Does one have to understand that baptism is for 
the remission of sins in order to be scripturally bap
tized? It is easy to see that if one understands that 
baptism is a condition of salvation or a necessary 
step that must be taken in order to enter into Christ 
and to enjoy spiritual blessings, such a one will cer
tainly have the right conception of baptism, whether 
that one ever read Acts 2:38 or not. Acts 2:38 only 
expresses this same truth in reference to baptism in 
different language. But suppose someone does not 
know that baptism is a condition of salvation, but, 
nevertheless, is baptized, would such a baptism be 
valid? It is difficult to see how anyone could learn 
enough about baptism to attempt to obey the com
mand at all without learning the purpose of the com
mand. If such a person has learned that baptism is re
quired in the word of God, it is certain that that per
son would have learned at the same time something 
of the blessing promised to those who are baptized, 
had he not been misled by denominational teaching. 

Furthermore, if anyone learns that the Lord has 
required him to be baptized, and is therefore bap
tized in order to meet the Lord's requirements, he 
certainly must have learned from the same Scriptures 
that salvation, remission of sins, and spiritual bless-
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ings were promised to those who obey the com
mand, and to those only. It is hard, therefore, to see 
how anyone could be scripturally baptized without 
knowing what baptism is fo r. If he has learned about 
baptism from the Scriptures, he has certainly learned 
its purpose, unless he has been misled by false teach
ing. If he has been misled by false teaching, then he 
ev idently has not obeyed the truth. If he did not 
learn about baptism from the Scriptures, but learned 
about it through the teaching of some denomination, 
the chances are very few that he learned the truth, 
and therefore obeyed the truth. 

Our conclusion is, therefore, that anyo ne who is 
baptized as the Scriptures teach that he should be 
baptized must have known that baptism was unto the 
remission of sins or was a condition of salvation. If 
he did not know this, there has been some misread
ing or some misleading somewhere. 

One extreme follows another. The Roman 
Church has for many centuries taught baptismal re
generation. It has taught that persons who can neither 
believe, repent, understand, nor obey can be saved by 
going through a process call ed "baptism." This puts 
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merit in baptism, magic in a ceremony, a miracle in an 
ordinance. It teaches that a soul is regenerated by an 
external ordinance in which that sou l in an uncon
scious and passive way participated. In combating this 
error people have gone to the extreme of saying that 
baptism is an absolute nonessential - that it is not 
necessary to submit tO this ordinance at all. Then 
when we reach them that baptism is essential - that 
baptism is for the remission of sins - some honest 
souls have thought that we mean that baptism merits 
the remission of sins; that it secures the remission of 
sins in the sense of deserving such a blessing. Because 
of this very grievous and very genera l idea, some 
people, who have believed the Scriptures to teach that 
baptism is a command of the Lord which no one can 
refuse to obey and be saved, have at the same time 
denied that baptism is "for the remission of sins" 
when they hear us preach it. T his seems like a para
doxical position for any man to occupy, but it is ex
plained by the fa lse idea that some people have about 
what we intend to convey when we teach that baptism 
is essential, or that it is for the remission of sins. In 
fact, some denominations put a good deal more stress 
on baptism and attach a good deal more importance to 
it when they are trying to teach those who do not be
lieve in baptism at all than they do when they are in 
controversy with us. We should keep we ll in mind the 
Catholic error about baptism when we are fighting 
against the Baptist error about baptism. We should 
never allow our opponents to make a ny honest soul 
believe we are trying to teach what the Catholics teach 
on baptism. This explains how it is possible for some 
people to believe that baptism is a command of the 
Lord that must be obeyed and at the same time say 
they do not believe that baptism is for the remission of 
sins. They misunderstand the expression "for remis
sion of sins." 
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Satan's Deceptive Devices 
By A B. Gregoreo 

From the days of Eve and Adam until now, Sa
tan has relied upon lies to confuse, mislead, 
and destroy God's people. As the father of 

lies he has mastered the art of deception Oohn 8:44). 
It seems he is never at a loss to find willing agents to 
assist him in his devilish endeavors to corrupt and 
destroy the faith of those who follow Jesus. Over the 
years we have successfully dealt with the lies taught 
by those who are ignorant of God's Word and the 
champions of false religion, but now we find among 
us preachers and teachers zealously spreading the lies 
Satan inspires. Consider the following: 

• Some are subtly saying that faith is really all 
one needs to be saved. To insist on obedience, they 
say is legalism and seeking to earn ones salvation. 
They even hint that the pious believer might be saved 
without baptism. Jesus said, "He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). He clearly 
taught that calling on his name is insufficient, one 
must do the will of the Father in heaven (Matt. 
7:21). 

• Some are now saying the church is not all that 
important, that one can be saved apart from it so 
long as they believe in Jesus. But scripture teaches 
that Christ purchased the church with his blood 
(Acts 20:28); that she is his body (Eph. 1 :22), his 
bride (Eph. 5:22-33), his kingdom (Matt. 16:18). He 
adds the saved to his church (Acts 2:4 7; 1 Cor. 
12:13). At the end of time he will deliver his king
dom/church up to the Father (1 Cor. 15:24 ). If they 
had in mind the Mormon Church or some other hu
man organization we would agree, but they are 
speaking of the church of Christ. 

• Some are telling us that one church is as good 
as another. To say that a church I or any other 
man founded is equal in value to that founded by 
Christ is blasphemous. Such devaluation of Christ's 
church is part of Satan's deception. 

• Some are saying that hell is not eternal punish
ment, despite the fact that jesus described the fate of 
the wicked as "everlasting punishment" (Matt. 
25:46). 

• Some are hinting that God's grace will notal
low the child of God to be lost. Yet Paul clearly told 

the Galatians that Christians who seek to justified by 
the law of Moses had already fallen away from grace 
and were severed from Christ (Gal. 5:4). 

• Some are leading brethren to think that a par
tial gospel is sufficient to please God. They imply 
that such unpopular things as the necessity of immer
sion for forgiveness (Acts 2:38), the submission of 
women to the male leadership of the church (1 Tim. 
2: 11-12), the need to reprove and rebuke sinful con
duct (1 Tim. 4:2) are not to be taken seriously or fol
lowed by modern disciples. 

• Some are behaving as though small departures 
from God's standard are not harmful just so we 
don't do anything drastically wrong. Concerning 
small matters Jesus said, "these ye ought to have 
done" but not to the neglect of the weightier matters 
(Matt. 23:23). 

• Some imply that it is neither wrong nor dan
gerous to take liberties with God's will for his church 
so long as it attracts more people. Yet thrice God 
warns his people to neither add to nor take from his 
Word (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18-19). 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

o Be faithful - Rev 2:10 
o A saved person may sin and be lost- 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

james 5:16 
0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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• Some promoters of change reason if the mem
bers of a congregation go along with the plan it must 
be acceptable to God. This give superior place to the 
thinking and will of mortals over that of the omni
scient God (lsa. 55 :8-9). 

Satan's bag of deceptive devices is inexhaustible. 
If the lies mentioned above prove ineffective, he has 
a hundred ·more just as dangerous. Perhaps his great
est lie is his ability to present himself to the church as 
a messenger of Christ and an angel of light (2 Cor. 
11:13-14). He promises to put new life into dead 
churches, to build a congregation into a giant enter
prise, to entice and keep young people, and to fill the 

coffers of the church with silver and gold. He prom
ises deluded souls that he will give them renown and 
recognition in the sight of their worldly neighbors if 
they will just taste the forbidden fruit. Those who 
are entranced by the rewards he offers would do well 
to go back and read once again the sad story of the 
first of our kind (Gen. 3:1-24). They listened to his 
lies and a flood of endless pain and sorrow came 
upon them and all their heirs. So it will be for those 
who, embracing the sparkling fruit of the change 
movement, ignore the boundaries of God's word. 

12630 W. Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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(In keeping with our decision to provide information about wrongheaded denominational teaching, we be
gin a series of lessons dealing with the TULIP of Calvinism. The "T' in TULIP stands for "total depravity." Of 
course, we begin at the beginning and will consider the other letters of Calvin's acronym in future-issues of the 
paper. 

Hereditary Total Depravity? 
By John Hobbs, Ph.D. 

The doctrine of Hereditary Total Depravity is 
a widespread doctrine. "Hereditary" means 
the transmission from parent to offspring; 

the fact that one is born with a certain condition. "To
tal" means it is a full and complete condition. "De
pravity" means morally bad, corrupt, perverted. In es
sence this doctrine says that since Adam sinned, we are 
sinners as well. It says we have contracted the guilt of 
sin from Adam; that man is totally, completely, and 
fully depraved. This doctrine is also known as "Origi
nal Sin." 

Dr. Millard Erickson, a Baptist scholar and au
thor of Christian Theology, says, "We all were in
volved in Adam's sin, and thus receive both the cor
rupted nature that was his after the fall, and the guilt 
and condemnation that attach to his sin." Dr. Ralph 
Gore, the Dean of Theology at Trinity Theological 
Seminary, says, "In Adam's first sin we all died, even 
those who have not reached the age of accountabil
ity. Even infants nonetheless died because they were 
guilty of Adam's sin and the guilt of Adam's sin had 
been imputed to them although individually they had 
not voluntarily violated the will of God." He also 
says, "We became sinners as a result of inheriting the 
corruption of nature from Adam ... Since every part 
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of our nature has been affected by sin, man can do 
nothing to move toward God." Dr. Wayne Grudem, 
author of Systematic Theology, says, '~s our repre
sentative, Adam sinned, and God counted us guilty 
as well as Adam; ... God counted Adam's guilt as be
longing to us." Dr. James Boice, author of Founda
tions of the Christian Faith, says, '~dam was the rep
resentative of the race. He stood before God for us 
so that, as Paul says, when he fell we fell." 

Is this doctrine of total hereditary depravity true 
or false? Do the scriptures teach it? This article is 
an examination of four key scriptures that propo
nents of this doctrine use to justify it. It must be 
pointed out that just because someone can quote 
scripture that does not mean he has understood it 
correctly. The devil quoted scripture to jesus. But, 
Jesus quoted scripture back to the Devil showing him 
he had perverted and twisted his view with the clear 
teaching of another verse (Matt. 4:4-10). The Bible, 
being truth - John 17: 17 - does not contradict it
self. Therefore, the devil had misinterpreted the 
verse he quoted. We must be very careful that we do 
not "twist" or "wrest" or "pervert" scripture. If we 
~o, we do so unto our own destruction (2 Pet. 3.: 15-
17). 



Psalm 51:5 
Probably the most common Old Testament biblical 
passage appealed to in support of the doctrine of he
reditary total depravity is Psalm 51:5. This verse 
(ASV 1901) states, "Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." 

Before examining this text, we note a couple of 
preliminary principles. First, this passage is an ex
ample of Hebrew poetry. Poetry abounds with bold 
figures of speech and a freedom of expression that 
departs from normal usage. It is a great mistake to 
extract statements from poetry and consider them as 
foundational bases of doctrinal systems. Second, one 
of the fundamental rules of understanding biblical 
literature says that the language of a passage is to be 
regarded as figurative if a literal view forces a contra
diction between the verse and other clear passages 
that deal with the same subject. 

What is the actual meaning of Psalm 51 :5? There 
are several views: 

(1) Some have suggested that the verse expresses 
the idea of the sinfulness of sex relationships. But, a 
detailed study of scripture will not allow this inter
pretation. Consider Hebrews 13:4 where the writer 
says, "Let marriage be had in honor among all, and 
let the bed be undefiled." In 1 Corinthians 7:1-5, in
stead of forbidding sex in marriage, Paul commands 
it. Also consider Proverbs 5:15-21 and the Song of 
Solomon. In Romans 1, Paul talks about the "natu
ral" use of the woman. In other words, God ap
proves sex within marriage. Outside of marriage, sex 
is condemned and forbidden. 

(2) Since Psalm 51 is one of David's penitent 
psalms revealing the anguish resulting from his adul
terous conduct with Bathsheba, some have felt that 
verse five contains words that are figuratively put 
into the mouth of the child conceived by the illicit 
union (2 Sam. 11:5). This view would acknowledge 
the sinfulness of that relationship. 

(3) Others have suggested that David alluded to 
an incident in his ancestral lineage, an adulterous re
lationship (Gen. 38). Thus, David considered himself 
ceremonially defiled because he was of the tenth gen
eration of that unlawful intercourse (Deut. 23:2). 

(4) The Calvinist view is that Psalm 51 :5 teaches 
a human being is born a sinner. One has contracted 
from his parents hereditary sin passed down from 
Adam. Martin Kaufman, a pastor of a Lutheran 
church in Cisco, Texas, wrote, "The Bible speaks 
very clearly in Psalm 51 :5 that even before a person 
is born, from the moment of conception, that person 

is sinful." Dr. George Klein, a Baptist Hebrew pro
fessor, translates this verse: "Look, in iniquity I was 
brought forth, and in sin my mother conceived me., 
He said, "I don't think the passage speaks to original 
sin. Some people read into the passage things that 
are not there." Hans-Joachin Kraus comments on 
Psalm 51:5. He says, "Statements of this sort cannot 
be understood either casually as biologically inher
ited sin, nor in terms of sexual morality. Rather, they 
recognize the power of evil to corrupt humans from 
the very beginning." Helmer Ringgren calls Psalm 
51 :5 "a strong expression - perhaps poetically ex
aggerated - of the psalmist's feelings of being en
tirely and totally sinful." 

(5) David is referring to the fact that he was born 
into a sinful environment, a world of sin, or a state 
of sin. David said, "I was brought forth in iniquity." 
Did he mean that he was literally and actually 
brought forth with the guilt of iniquity? No! 

Why? Five reasons. One reason is that this verse 
is poetic. Poetry is not to be understood in a strict lit
eral way. Dr. Tony Ash says, "It is inadmissible to 
base some doctrine of the nature of man on this 
touching bit of poetry." A second reason is a study of 
Acts 2:8. In Acts 2:8 the Bible says, ''And how hear 
we, every man in our own language wherein we were 
born?" Does this mean that they were born auto
matically speaking a language? Obviously not. No 
baby is literally born speaking a language. Acts 2:8 
means they were born in a geographical area or 
country that spoke a certain language. The same 
analysis applies to Psalm 51 :5. David was teaching in 
Psalm 51 :5 that he was born into a world of sin just 
like a man is born into an area speaking a certain lan
guage. A third reason is a study of the phrase: "In sin 
did my mother conceive me." If someone said, "In 
drunkenness my husband beat me," would anyone 
attribute drunkenness to the wife? No! If someone 
said, "In anger my father beat me," would anyone at
tribute anger to the child? No! So, when David said, 
"In sin did my mother conceive me" - sin is not be
ing attributed to the child. The child is not a sinner. 
A fourth reason is Ezekiel 18:20. This verse clearly 
teaches that sin is not transmitted through the genes 
or by birth. Ezekiel stated, "The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity of the fa
ther, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon 
him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
him." A fifth reason is given by Dr. John Willis, "The 
best explanation is that the poet is using an ancient 
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Near Eastern idiom meaning that he, like all human 
beings, was prone or inclined to sin from his youth 
up, because he was constantly surrounded by sin and 
temptation" (Consider Pss. 22:9-10; 71:6) 

Also, one needs to examine the context of Psalm 
51. David's focus in the psalm is his own sins. Notice 
he says: "my transgressions" (51:1) and "mine iniq
uity" (51:2) and "my sin" (51:2) and "my transgres
sions" (51:3) and "my sin" (51:3) and I have sinned" 
(51 :4) and "done that which is evil" (51 :4 ). David 
clearly understood that sin was an action on his part. 
He was not saying he was a sinner because he was 
born that way. He was a sinner because he partici
pated in sin. 

Psalm 58:3 
Psalm 58:3 is another favorite proof text of those 
who support the doctrine of hereditary total deprav
ity. Psalm 58:3 states, "The wicked are estranged 
from the womb: they go astray as soon as they are 
born speaking lies." Does this mean a baby speaks 
lies as soon as he is born? Obviously not. No infant 
speaks a known, contemporary language when he is 
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born. A certain level of maturity is demanded before 
he can speak at all. It must be remembered that 
Psalm 58:3 is Hebrew poetry. Poetry has a certain 
amount of poetic license granted to it. Poetry is un
derstood in light of the fact that it is poetry and it is 
not to be taken literally. 

In an equally poetic passage, Job 31:16-18, Job is 
denying the charge of his adversaries that he had ne
glected his benevolent responsibilities. Job says that 
he cared for the orphan and widow "from my 
mother's womb" Uob 31:18). Obviously, no one be
lieves that on the day of his birth he took care of the 
orphan and widow. This verse is highly figurative, 
employing poetic license. The point made by Job is 
as far back as he can remember he has been mindful 
of the less fortunate. Therefore, the charge of his 
critics is false. Psalm 58:3 must be understood in the 
same way that Job 31:16-18 is understood. 

Notice also in Psalm 58:3 the verse says that the 
wicked "go astray." It does not say that they are 
"born astray." This harmonizes with Ezekiel 18:20. 
One cannot "go astray" unless he is on the right path 
before he departs and goes astray. 

Ephesians 2:3 

A New Testament passage appealed to in support the 
doctrine of original sin is Ephesians 2:3. This verse 
says we "were by nature children of wrath." There 
are several reasons why this verse does not teach 
original sin. (1) Paul clearly stresses that their spiri
tual deadness had been the result of their own per
sonal sins- not Adam's sin. Notice Paul says, "And 
you did he make alive, when ye were dead through 
your trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2: 1). (2) The phrase 
"by nature" in Ephesians 2:3 does not necessarily in
dicate a condition produced by birth or inheritance 
or something contracted through the bloodlines. The 
Greek word phusis translated "nature" can mean a 
mode of "feeling and acting which by long habit" has 
become natural. Thayer and other Greek scholars 
understand the word phusis to have this meaning in 
Ephesians 2:3. Therefore, the Ephesians had become 
"children of wrath" by a practice of long habit of 
their own sins - not Adam's sin. (3) The verb 
"were" (Gr. emetha) in Ephesians 2:3 is an imperfect 
tense, middle voice verb. The imperfect tense means 
continuous activity in the past. Thus, these former 
pagans had repeatedly engaged in sinful conduct be
fore they became Christians. This refers to their 
spiritual state before they obeyed the gospel. Brooks 
and Winbery state, "The middle voice represents the 



subject as participating in the results of the action, as 
acting in relation to itself, as having personal interest 
in the action, as being intimately involved in the ac
tion." Therefore, the middle voice of the Greek verb 
emetha argues that the activity or condition of being 
"children of wrath" was the result of their own sins. 
They brought their condition on themselves. They 
had not passively become "children of wrath" 
through the sin of someone else- namely Adam's 
transgression. 

The words of the verse itself, and the immediate 
context of the passage, and the overall teaching of 
the scriptures do not support the view that Eph
esians, 2:3 affirms that a man is a sinner by birth. 

Romans 5:12 

The most important verse used by those who believe 
in total hereditary depravity or original sin is Ro
mans 5:12. This verse is the battleground, the key 
cornerstone of the doctrine. Larry Deason says, "The 
passage is highly controversial, and is probably one 
of the most abused passages in the entire Bible." 
Charles Ryrie calls Romans 5:12 the "central pas
sage" in understanding the imputation of Adam's sin. 
Erickson says this verse is "particularly determina
tive." He also says, "We were all present in undiffer
entiated form in the person of Adam, who along 
with Eve was the entire human race. Thus, it was not 
merely Adam but man who sinned. We were in
volved, although not personally, and are responsible 
for the sin." Augustine, Calvin, Luther, Shedd, 
Strong, and many others in Calvinistic thinking be
lieve that the statement "all sinned" in Romans 5:12 
means that all humanity was a participant in the guilt 
of Adam's sin. Paul Enns states, "When Adam 
sinned, each person of the entire human race to the 
end of time was judged guilty as having individually 
participated in the first sin." However, this Calvinist 
view is incorrect. Let us examine this scripture. 

Romans 5:12, "Therefore, as through one man 
sin entered into the world, and death through sin; 
and so death passed unto a men, for that all sinned." 

The key and highly controversial phrase in Ro
mans 5:12 is: "for that all sinned." What is meant by 
that phrase? This is the main problem. By under
standing this phrase, we hold the key to either ac
cepting or rejecting the doctrine of total hereditary 
depravity. Here are the main views: 

(1) Calvinists say it means that all actually sinned 
in Adam, i.e. when Adam sinned we sinned; we par
ticipated and were involved in the sin. Wayne 

Grudem, a Calvinist, says that this phrase means "all 
men sinned in Adam." Calvinists believe that Adam 
as head of the race involved all mankind in sin by his 
act of sin. The fact that Adam's sin involved all hu
manity is not seriously questioned by anyone. The 
question is and the problem lies in "how" all human
ity is affected by Adam's sin? This is the point of seri
ous disagreement. Please notice that the verse does 
not say that mankind sinned "in" Adam, that is, that 
Adam's sin is the sin of all mankind, therefore, all are 
guilty of it. Calvinists assume that the phrase "for 
that all sinned" means that all sinned "in" Adam. 
Thus, they base their doctrine on an assumption and 
not the clear teaching of scripture. Donald Guthrie 
says, '~part from the fact that a different preposition 
(en) would normally be used for this idea of 'in' the 
notion of sinning 'in' Adam' finds no parallels else
where." The view that all sinned "in" Adam contra
dicts Exodus 32:33; Deuteronomy 24:16; 2 Kings 
14:6; 2 Chronicles 25 :4; Ezekiel18:4, 20; Matthew 
16:27; Romans 2:5-11; 2 Corinthians 5: 10; and 
Revelation 20:12-13. This view becomes untenable 
in light of the other facts in the verse and related 
scriptures. 

(2) A second view is that "for that all sinned" 
means all have inherited a sinful nature or a ten
dency to sin. However, the word "sinned" is an ac
tive voice verb (all did something), it is not a noun or 
adjective (all are something). Obviously, it is true 
that all have sinned and are sinners (Rom. 3:9, 10, 
23; 1 Kings 8:46; Eccl. 7:20; Prov. 20:9; 1 John 1:8;. 
10). If this view were correct, it would be contrary to 
the invariable usage of the active voice of the Greek 
verb. 
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(3) A third view, is that the phrase "for that all 
sinned" refers to actual personal sins of individual 
men. The ancient commentators in the Greek 
Church understood the passage as referring to actual 
personal sins. The word sinned is from the Greek 
verb hemarton. It is an Aorist tense active voice 
Greek verb. It is the exact same word used in Ro
mans 3:23 to refer to the complete fact of all the ac
tivities of sinning. Paul's usage of the Greek verb for 
"sin" in Romans 2:12; 3:23; 1 Corinthians 6:18; 
7:28, 36; 8:12; 15:34; Ephesians 4:26 refers to ac
tual personal sins of individual men. Charles 
Cranfield holds to this third view. He says: "There is 
nothing in the context to suggest that the verb 'sin' is 
being used here in any other than its ordinary sense, 
and nowhere else does Paul use it otherwise than of 
actual ordinary sinning . ... We conclude that 'sinned' 
in this clause refers to men's sinning in their own 
persons." Donald Guthrie says, "There is no justifi
cation for supposing that Paul would have supported 
the view that any of Adam's seed could be held re
sponsible for Adam's sin, since he so clearly supports 
the accountability of people for their own sins .... 
Paul's whole approach to the subject of sin elsewhere 
would not support the view that any man is held re
sponsible for the sinful bias he has inherited." 

A comparison verse to Romans 5:12 in the same 
context is Romans 5:19. Romans 5 :19 states, "For as 
through the one man's disobedience the many were 
made sinners, even so through the obedience of the 
one shall the many be made righteous." Does the obe
dience of Christ make one righteous conditionally or 
unconditionally? Obviously, it is conditionally, other
wise all would be saved. Consider Luke 6:46; He
brews 5:9; John 3:36; 14:15-24; 15:9-10; 2 Thessa
lonians 1:8; James 1:12; Galatians 6:9; Colossians 
1:20-23; 1 John 1:7; Revelation 2:10; Romans 6:17-
18; 11 :22; Acts 2:40. Salvation is a free gift in the 
sense that it cannot be earned. But, even a free gift 
must be accepted and appropriated. When we appro
priate salvation through an obedient faith, we are not 
earning our salvation- we are accepting it. The free 
gift must be received (Rom. 5: 17). A free gift can be 
rejected. There is human responsibility attached to 
receiving the gift. In an obvious parallel fashion from 
Romans 5:19, the question must be asked: How did 
one man's disobedience (Adam) make many sinners? 
Conditionally or unconditionally? Since the second 
half of the verse is seen as conditional, the first half 
must also be taken as conditional. 

The main teaching of Romans 5:12-21 is that the 
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work of Christ undoes the work of the. first man 
Adam. Christ will undo the work of our own sins if 
we accept him and appropriate his saving blood -
initially in baptism (Rom. 6:34, 17-18) and continu
ally as we walk in the light (1 John 1:7}. 

Conclusion 

The conclusion of the study is obvious. While church 
theologians have taken various positions on the doc
trine of hereditary tota l depravity or original sin, the 
teaching of the Bible is clear. Children do not inherit 
sin from their parents. Many times they inherit the 
consequences of their parents' sins (Exod. 20:5} but 
never their guilt of the parent's iniquity. Ezekiel 18 
should be the focal point of any study on this subject. 
It is most unfortunate that many scholars ignore or 
misuse Ezekiel 18. Calvinists like Erickson, Enns, 
Gore, and others play "passover" wi th this verse. 
Could a verse be plainer? More clear? More straight
forward? Guilt, iniquity, and sin are not transferable 
through the bloodlines. It is sad that many people 
study the Bible with rose-colored glasses and see 
what they want to see-instead of the truth. Let us be 
truth seekers. Those who do not love the truth will 
perish (2 Thess. 2:8-12). 
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A LeHer to a Young Christian Friend 
By Raymond Elliott 

M y dear young friend and brother, 
I still remember the day that I spoke 
to you regarding my concern when I 

learned that you were going to enroll at __ Uni
versity to obtain a graduate degree in Bible. 

As an older friend who loved you and wanted 
the best for you, I encouraged you not to attend 
__ University because some of the faculty members 
were teaching doctrines that were foreign to New 
Testament Christianity. You said that you would be 
just fine and that you would be on watch for such 
teachings. 

I left with sadness in my heart knowing how 
young people can be easily led astray by older, 
knowledgeable instructors. I do appreciate your 
frankness in your reply to me regarding your under
standing of the scriptures concerning the "journey" 
of conversion and salvation. This is a portion of 
what you wrote to me: 

You mentioned that you were sad. I don't un
derstand what you are saying, but I assume it 
has something to do with me thinking differ
ently about (the) church. Truth is, I have 
found great freedom in Christ and want all to 
know the joy and deep implications of living 
in Christ. Jesus refuses to let me stay where I 
am - in my life and my beliefs concerning 
Him. There is no theology exhaustive 
enough that gives me a right to judge and ex
clude anyone who confesses Jesus as Lord. I 
accept any and all who God accepts. And, the 
beautiful thing about it all, is that He accepts 
me and you where we are along the journey. 
When I learn something new, I do not think 
that I have not been pleasing up to that time, 
and believe this is true of all believers. The 
kingdom of God is larger than our fellowship 
and the Spirit of God certainly is bearing fruit 
in the lives of many who are not a part of our 
heritage. We are all on the journey - to
gether. This I believe to be the truth our fel
lowship must finally accept. 

Conversion is a process and sanctification is also 
a process and/or a life long journey, as you would 
state it. Mter one is "born of water and the Spirit," 
he is to "desire the pure milk of the word" to grow 
spiritually (1 Pet. 2:2, NKJV). The apostle Peter also 

exhorts us to "grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18). 

Peter instructs Christians to grow in the charac
teristics becoming to a person who is conforming to 
the image of the Son of God. He concludes these 
thoughts by saying, "Therefore, brethren, be even 
more diligent to make your call and election sure, for 
if you do these things you will never stumble; for so 
an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ" (2 Pet. 1:5-11). 

When Jesus said, "Therefore you shall be perfect, 
just as your Father in heaven is perfect" one can 
readily understand that the Christian life is one life
long journey that will finally conclude only when 
this life is over (Matt. 5 :48). 

In the matter of conversion, the seed or word of 
God is planted in hearts of good and honest people 
and it produces faith (Luke 8:11, 15; Rom. 10:17). 
An active faith causes an individual to repent of sins 
and confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Acts 
2:38; 8:37). The penitent sinner is then baptized 
into Jesus Christ for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 
Mark 16:16). 

As you can readily see, conversion is indeed 
a process. And, it must be noted that the apostles 
and other men who were inspired of the Holy Spirit 
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instructed men and women where they were on their 
spiritual journey and led them to the desired end in 
order for them to receive forgiveness of their sins. 

If a person did not know or believe in Jesus 
Christ, the Holy-Spirit-led men taught him/her of the 
Savior in order to produce faith in his/her heart (See 
Acts 16:30-31; Rom. 10:17). 

If people were believers in Jesus as Christ, then 
the Holy-Spirit-inspired person instructed them 
what they lacked in the process of conversion - and 
that was to "repent, and let every one of you be bap
tized in the name of jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" 
(See Acts 2:36-38). 

Saul of Tarsus was a believer after the Lord ap
peared to him on the road to Damascus. 

He also manifested repentance in that he did not 
eat or drink for three days and was in constant 
prayer during this time. 

Ananias, a disciple of the Lord informed Saul 
what he lacked in order to be accepted by the Lord 
when he told him to "Arise and be baptized, and wash 
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord" 
(Acts 22:16). It was at this juncture that a change 
was made in Saul's spiritual journey. He was no 
longer a "stranger" but now a "pilgrim" in the king
dom of God (Eph. 2:12; 1 Pet. 2:11) . 

The baptized believers were "conveyed .. . into the 
kingdom of the Son of His love" (Col. 1:13 ). Now, did 
the Lord add the saved or unsaved to the church on 
the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41, 47)? If saved, when 
were they saved? Was it not when they acted upon 
their faith and obeyed the comma'nds of the Holy 
Spirit as spoken by the apostle Peter (Acts 2:38)? 

If the Jews on Pentecost had refused to repent 
and be baptized, what "exhaustive theology" would 
you use to prove that the Lord did not accept these 
individuals, on their spiritual journey? 

If you esteemed them unacceptable to God by 
their refusal to repent and be baptized, would you 
not at that point become judgmental? 

Or, if you considered the believing Jews on Pen
tecost as saved without obeying the commands of the 
Holy Spirit to "Repent and let everyone of you be 
baptized," would you not be judging them acceptable 
to God? 

Either way, there is the matter of including or ex
cluding individuals on their spiritual jou rney/process 
of conversion/salvation, predicated not on human 
judgment but rather upon what the Holy Spirit has 
revealed to us through H is Word. That is, unless we 
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base our judgment simply upon such subjective feel
ings as, "I feel that certain individuals are acceptable 
to God because of their loving attitudes and good 
works." 

It is then that the Holy Spirit in this matter of sal
vation no longer leads us. We become judges when 
we declare that a person is saved and acceptable to 
God, when, in fact, that individual has not complied 
with the teachings of the Holy Spirit on how to be 
saved? 

Jesus is the Judge and all of us will either be saved 
or lost eternally according to the manner in which we 
have treated his word (Acts 17:30-31; John 12:48). 

You mentioned that the "Spirit of God is bearing 
fruit in the lives of many who are not a part of our 
heritage." If this is true, did they receive the "Spirit of 
God," before or after they became children of God? 

The Holy Spirit said by the pen of John, "He 
aesus) came to His own, and His own did not receive 
Him. But as m.any as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, to those who be
lieve in His name" (1:11-12). 

Please observe that the ones who believed in "His 
name" had the "right" to "become children of God". 

The apostle Pau l makes it clear as to when and 
how a believer in Jesus Christ becomes a child of 
God as recorded in Galatians 3:26-27, "For you are 
all sons of God through faith in Christ jesus. For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ." 
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I understand from your writing that you believe 
that the Holy Spirit personally indwells all religious 
people who confess Jesus Christ as being the Son of 
God. However, Paul clearly states in Galatians 4:6 
that the Holy Spirit is given to those who are chil
dren (sons) of God: "And because you are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying out, "Abba, Father!" 

Now, are all religious people who confess Jesus 
as Lord and who bear fruit in their lives children of 
God? 

If yes, when did they become children of God? 
Was it by faith only, or when they were immersed 
into Christ for the remission of their sins? 

If faith alone, then the Holy Spirit did not know 
it because He had Peter require repentance and bap
tism for the Jews on Pentecost to receive remission of 
sins, and the "gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

Consider the example of Cornelius as mentioned 
in Acts 10-11. He was a "devout man and one who 
feared God with all his household, who gave alms 
generously to the people, and prayed to God 
always." He was "a just man" and had "a good repu
tation among all the nation of the jews" (10:1-2, 
22). He certainly was bearing fruit as a good 
man. Cornelius was sincere and a truth seeker. He 
was progressing on his journey to salvation. 

But we understand that he was yet lacking some
thing, and that is why Peter came to teach him and 
all those gathered together of Christ and words by 
which they could be saved (10:34-40; 11:22). 

The inspired Peter "commanded them to be bap
tized in the name of the Lord" (10:48). Don't you 
know that Cornelius and his household realized that 
it was at this mile-marker on their spiritual journey 
that they had been saved from their sins? 

There are moralists among us, who do not be
lieve in Christ, but who do many good deeds and 
possess wonderful attitudes toward family members 
and their neighbors. Are these people recipients of 
the gift of the Holy Spirit? By what exhaustive theol
ogy would you say that the Holy Spirit does not 
indwell them? 

And at that point would you not become their 
judge? Subjective feelings are not a safe guide as to 
who is acceptable or who is not acceptable to God. 
We must allow the Holy Spirit to determine the ac
ceptability of a person in the sight of God. And, the 
only way that can be done is by the teaching of the 
Holy Scriptures through which the Holy Spirit leads 
us today in these matters. 

You wrote that the "kingdom of God is larger 
than our fellowship" and that the "Spirit of God cer
tainly is bearing fruit in the lives of many who are not 
of our heritage." 

When you say "our fellowship," do you consider 
the church as being a denomination that was begun 
during the first part of the 191h century? 

When you say that the "kingdom of God is larger 
than our fellowship," are you saying that the church 
of Christ is simply a part of the whole, that is, the 
church is just another denomination that comprises 
the "kingdom of God," along with many denomina
tions? 

May I kindly ask you, can a person be a member 
of the church of the Lord today as individuals were 
in the first century without being a member of a de
nomination? 

If one believes Jesus is the Son of God and obeys 
the Holy Spirit's commands to repent and be bap
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for remission of 
sins, can he be a member of the church of our Lord 
as did those Jews on Pentecost (Acts 2:36-38, 47)? 

On earth and during this dispensation of time, 
are the terms kingdom and church referring to the 
same entity? Did Jesus refer to this organism in 
Matthew 16:13-19 by the terms "my church" and 
"the kingdom of heaven"? If so, when did the king
dom-church begin? Did it begin on the first Pente
cost after the resurrection of Christ and as recorded 
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in Acts 2? How many kingdom/churches did the 
Lord establish? 

Are sincere religious people today members of 
this kingdom/church if they have not been obedient 
to the same commands given by the Holy Spirit to 
believers as recorded in Acts 2:36-38? If not, does 
the Holy Spirit indwell them? If the Holy Spirit 
indwells those who have not complied with the di
rectives given by the Spirit of God, by what objective 
truth can you prove that conclusion? 

The Holy Spirit speaks of "one body" in Ephesians 
4:4. He also says through Paul that "the body" is "the 
church" in Colossians 1:18. Therefore, it follows that 
the body (church) is one. It is does not divide into 
hundreds of denominational organizations. 

My fear is that many of our young people like 
yourself have been adversely affected by the teach
ings of Rubel Shelley and John Q. York. 

In their book, The Jesus Proposal, they speak of 
salvation as being a "process" in the sense that salva
tion from past sins cannot be found in any one "event" 
(Chap. 7, "Being God's Child: Event or Process?"). 

Shelley even states when he gets to heaven 
"maybe rll want to ask God when I was really saved. 
Was it when I got clear on the Holy Spirit at about 
twenty-one or two? Was it when I finally grasped the 
grace-nature of the gospel in my thirties? I suspect he 
will tell me there was no "moment at which" I was 
saved- but that he sought and found me through the 
entire process" (p. 130). 
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It appears that Shelley and York seek to lessen the 
importance of the essentiality of scriptural baptism 
for remission of sins. Yet, the apostle Paul declared 
in Romans 6: 17-18 that it was at the point when the 
Romans "obeyed from the heart that form of doc
trine" that they were "set free from sin" and had be
come "slaves of righteousness." That "form of doc
trine" they obeyed was in the likeness of the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The breth
ren had died to the practice of sin in repentance, and 
were "buried with Him through baptism into death," 
were "raised from the dead by the glory of the Father 
into newness of life." 

Please note that Paul spoke of their spiritual con
dition prior to this time as being "dead" and, after 
this "event" as being a "walk in newness of life" (Ro
m. 6:1-4; Col. 2:12-13). 

1 Peter 3 :21, makes it clear that a person is saved 
at the point of baptism, "The like figure whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save us, (not the putting 
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ" (KJV). 

While it is accepted that all the requirements of 
the Lord to be saved are of equal importance, it 
must be recognized that it is in the "event" of bap
tism that the person's relationship is changed from a 
lost condition to a saved relationship in Christ. 

The teaching of salvation being a "process" in the 
manner that is being advocated by various preachers 
and educators, that is, we cannot say that we are 
saved at one "event" is not new to the religious 
world. Please observe the teaching on this subject on 
the official website of the United Methodist Church: 

Does baptism mean that I am saved? No, sal
vation is a lifelong process during which we 
must continue to respond to God's grace. 
Baptism offers the promise that the Holy 
Spirit will always be working in our lives, but 
salvation requires our acceptance of that 
grace, trust in Christ, and ongoing growth in 
holiness as long as we live. 

I have written to you with love and kindness in 
my heart and a great concern for your spiritual well
being. May God grant us strength to enable us to 
grow spiritually and in our knowledge of the Word 
of God. 

Your brother and friend in Jesus Christ, 
Raymond Elliott 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067 
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Pop Music in Worship 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

Some truth may be found in the fo llowing ap
proach to bring the pop generation into the 
churches, but there are also problems. The as

sumption of many religious leaders today is that in 
order to reach the modern generation, music must be 
used that appeals to their tastes. This conclusion is 
confidently affirmed by those who are making this 
argument: 

"Hip-hop has what all corporate America wants 
- 18 to 35 year-old employed adults with growing 
families. That's why you see Russell Simmons pro
ducing clothes, Snoop Dogg hawking Chrysler. Ev
eryone wants us. Why not the church?" This was as
serted by Tommy Kyllonen, pastor of the now 400 
member Crossover Community Church in Tampa, as 
reported by Cathy Lynn Grossman, "Shouting hip
hop's praises" (USA Today, Mon., Nov. 28, 2005, p. 
2D). 

Kyllonen has built his church because, "He meets 
people where they are and speaks them, sings them, 
dances them to God, even if it takes a break-dancer 
gyrating with the chorus" (p. 1 D). "Worship on a re
cent Sunday leads off with seven worship team sing
ers in chocolate-brown T-shirts leading 20 minutes 
of praise and prayer. A dancer spins by as they sing" 
(p. 2D). 

Another View 

In his recent book, Why I Left the Contemporary 
Christians Music Movement, (Evangelical Press, 
2002), Dan Lucarini rejects the spiritual benefits of 
the pop culture music. He wrote concerning himself: 
" I am a former contemporary praise and worship 
leader .. .. Two years ago I left the movement after God 
opened my eyes to the deceptions and dangers within 
it. ... I want to warn churches with traditional music 
services where they are heading if they are considering 
a switch to a contemporary worship service" (p. 15). 

Why Lucarini left 

In order to explain the philosophy behind the Con
temporary Christian Music (CCM) movement, 
Lucarini quoted from The Purpose Driven Church by 
Rick Warren. "We use the style of music the majority 

of people in our church listen to on the radio. They 
like bright, happy, cheerful music with a strong beat" 
(p. 33). 

Lucarini responded to Warren's approach, "that 
this was man's music philosophy, not God 's" (p. 33). 
Based on this, he stated why he decided the move
ment was wrong: 

• "Firstly, I could no longer accept the premises 
undergirding the CCM philosophy .... As I dug into 
the Bible to prove them right, instead I saw that they 
were man-centered, illogical, and misrepresentations 
of basic biblical principles. 

• "Secondly, when I saw what the Bible teaches 
about true worship and what it really means to be in 
the presence of God, I became sickened at the way 
my generation so glibly used profane and vulgar mu
sic accompanied by vu lgar dress to offer up worship 
and praise to a holy God!" 

• "Thirdly, to preserve my marriage and to be 
faithful to God in all things, I needed to separate 
from the temptations that were ever-present in the 
CCM setting: the ego gratification and attraction to 

the female members of the worship team" (p. 34). 
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What Is Wrong with CCM? 
As Lucarini studied through the Bible teaching con
cerning acceptable worship, he concluded, "Worship 
is not looking up and feeling good, it is bowing down 
and feeling lowly. If we try to add any other experi
ence to worship, we have left the true meaning and 
are traveli ng into experiential territory where man is 
the judge of what is right and wrong" (p. 56). "When 
we try to feel an experience of affirmation from wor
ship, we are not worshipping God. We are worship
ping our own egos" (p. 56-57). 

The basis of CCM according to Lucarini is "rock 
and role" music. "The name 'rock and roll' origi
nated from the slang phrase for having sex. Rock and 
roll music is the ove rwhelming preference of the 
sexually immoral, the wild partiers, of strip joints, of 
drunks, and of drug abusers" (p. 68). It has the 
"power to make our flesh and our minds do some
thing. That 'something' must be conducive to the list 
of immoral behavior we have just noted, or else these 
people would simply not use rock music" (p. 68). 

Because CCM copies the rock and role sty le of 
music while substituting religious words for secular 
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words, according to Lucarini, it retains the same 
fleshly appeal as do worldly rock songs. He has ob
served that those who are attracted to churches by it 
and have used or are using it in their secular lives, 
when they participate in religious services, they: 

• Wear provocative dresses and tight, revealing 
clothing. 

• Sway in a worldly manner because of the rock 
music beat. 

• Are stirred by strong sexual passions because of 
worldly bodily movement. 

• Are tempted to physical intimacy because of 
the a tmosphere associated with it. 

His concluded that CCM is stuck with the stigma 
of immorality, "because the music styles carry with 
them the baggage of the world's immorality .... Rock 
music and all its children, and by association CCM, 
can and will corrupt the morals of everyone who 
practices it" (p. 73 ). 

Divisive 
Churches have been split because of the conflict that 
arises between those who push the use of Contempo
rary music and members who pre.ier traditional reli
gious music. Lucarini blames the CMM crowd of 
causing the division. "It is the Contemporaries who 
are causing the problem with their offensive music 
choices, their insensitivity and their often arrogant 
attitude. Because of this I lay the blame of splitting 
churches over music at the feet of Contemporary 
leaders who insist on the adoption of their music 
agenda without regard to the conscience and dis
cernment of others" (p. 76). 

Conclusion 
People who have never associated with the rock cul
ture, as had Lucarini, may not see the degenerating 
influence of CCM that is based on rock music. Some 
of his conclusions seem to be a little extreme, but his 
insights as a past leader in the movement should 
raise a red flag and lead those who want to use it to 
carefully examine its influence. 

Lucarini correctly argued that worship should be 
based on what God desires and not on what stirs our 
emotions. Surely God's word can better reveal what 
he wants in worship than can human feelings. "God 
is a Spirit; and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth" Uohn 4:24). 
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(This is the first in a series of articles designed to outline the teaching of various denominational churches. An 
attempt will be made to present the denominations according to the appearance of each in history. The church of 
Christ, i.e., the church we read about in the New Testament, is the oldest of all churches, but we are examining 
in this series denominational churches. The church of Christ has a unique place in religious history, and we pray 
this will become apparent as we proceed with this chain of churches. At the outset we are bold to say that all 
denominational churches are wrong in the sense that they do not conform to biblical principles. In the nature of 
the case, denominations are man-made and therefore not built by Jesus- see Matthew 16:18. Some may wrongly 
suppose that these presentations are self-serving and therefore not reliable. We urge the reader to be patient, and 
follow along through the entire series before making a judgment. We continue to affirm confidently that the truth 
that frees is free -and knowable. "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.") 

Greek (Eastern, Catholic) Orthodox Church 
110ne Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church" (Council of Nicea A.D. 325) 

Compiled by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Introduction: The Greek Orthodox Church (or
thodox from Greek means "right-believing") be
lieves that she has maintained and handed down 

the Christian faith, free from error or distortion from 
the days of the apostles. The Greek Orthodox Church 
holds that the "eternal truths of God's saving revela
tion in Jesus Christ are preserved in the living Tradi
tion of the Church under the guidance and inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. Religious truth is determined by the 
church under the guidance of the Patriarchs, Metro
politans, and Archbishops ... While the Bible is trea
sured as a valuable written record of God's revelation, 
it does not contain wholly that revelation" (Teachings 
of the Orthodox Church, by Thomas Fitzgerald). 
"The two channels by which truth is conveyed, the 
visible and the invisible, the physical and the meta
physical ... man reaches out for God and when the 
reach becomes unattainable, God reaches out for man" 
(Introduction of the Orthodox Church, by Leonidas 
Contos, Ph.D.; The Religious Quest as a Preparation 
for Christianity, by Demetrios J. Constantelos). "The 
Orthodox Christian should ... be guided in studying 
what the Church has in its written (Bible) and unwrit
ten (Sacred Tradition) teaching" (The Basic Studies of 
the Teachings of the Eastern Orthodox Church, by 
George Mastrantonis). 

The "Greek (Eastern) Orthodox Church" has ap
proximately 215 million members worldwide. 

Organization 

The Greek Orthodox Church is a fellowship of in
dependent regional Greek Orthodox Churches. Each 
area is governed by its own head bishop. These 

regional churches share a common faith, common 
principles of church policy and organization, and a 
common liturgical tradition. The head bishops of 
the regional churches may be called patriarch, met
ropolitan, or archbishop, and are the presidents of 
Greek Orthodox episcopal synods, which, in each 
church, constitute the highest canonical, doctrinal, 
and administrative authority. 

Patriarch of Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkey): 
A "primacy of honor" belongs to the patriarch of 
Constantinople, because the city was the seat of the 
Eastern Roman, or Byzantine, Empire, which be
tween A.D. 320 and 1453 was the center of Eastern 
Christendom. The patriarch does not possess ad
ministrative powers beyond his own territory, and 
he does not claim infallibility. His position is "pri
macy among equals." 

Other Ancient Patriarchates: Three other an
cient Greek Orthodox patriarchates owe their posi
tions to their distinguished pasts: those in (1) Alexan
dria, Egypt; (2) Damascus, Syria (although the in
cumbent carries the ancient title patriarch of 
Antioch); and (3) Jerusalem. The patriarchs of Alex
andria and Jerusalem are Greek speaking; the patri
arch of Antioch heads a significant Arab Christian 
community in Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq. 

Russian and other Greek Orthodox Churches: 
The patriarchate of Moscow and all Russia is the 
largest Greek Orthodox Church today by far, having 
survived a difficult period of persecution after the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. It occupies the fifth 
place in the hierarchy of self-governing churches, 
followed by the patriarchates of the Republic of 
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Georgia, Serbia (part of the Federal Republic of Yu
goslavia), Romania, and Bulgaria. The non-patriar
chal churches are, in order of precedence, the 
archbishoprics of Cyprus, Athens (Greece), and 
Tirana (Albania; established 1937, this see was sup
pressed during Communist rule), as well as the 
metropolitanates of Poland, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, and America. 

Dodrine 
Simply stated the Greek Orthodox Catholic Church 
teaches that babies are born sinful inheriting Adam's 
transgression; the newborn baby is to be baptized by 
immersion (repeated three times - in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) to remove 
sin; the baby is then anointed with oil (Chrism) to 
confirm its salvation; it is possible for a saved person 
to fall from grace and be lost and is to be restored to 
the favor of God by penance (confession); the Lord's 
Supper is to be observed using leavened bread; the 
liturgy (worship) of the church is to be strictly fol
lowed. Mary is venerated as the "mother of God." 

In the Lord's Supper, called the "Holy Eucharist" 
by the Greek Orthodox Church, the bread and the 
wine are transformed into the very body and blood 

. of Jesus (The Fundamental Teachings of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church by George Mastrantonis). 
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Worship 

The Greek Orthodox Catholic Church observes 
"twelve great feasts" including Easter, which is re
garded as the greatest feast of all. The Greek Ortho
dox Archdiocese of America lists twelve feasts: 

• January 6: The feast of Epiphany 
• February 2: The Presentation of Christ 
• Great Lent, Holy Week, and Pascha 
• The Ascension of Christ 
• Holy Pentecost 
• August 6: The Transfiguration of Christ 
• August 15: The Dormition of the Theotokos 
• September 8: The Nativity of the Theotokos 
• September 14: The Exaltation of the Cross 
• October 26: Feast of the Great Martyr 

Demetrios 
• November 21: The Entrance into the Temple 

of the Theotokos 
• December 25: The Nativity of Christ 
These twelve feasts are presented by the use of 

icons. An icon, in Greek Orthodox Church usage, is 
"a Byzantine-style painting in oil on wood, canvas, 
paper, or a wall (fresco) representing Christ, the Vir
gin Mary, or other saints and scenes from the Bible. 
The icons ... are for veneration with the understand
ing that the respect is paid not to the material icon 
but to the person represented" (A Dictionary of Or
thodox Terminology, by Fotios K. Litsas). 

Errors in the Teaching of the Greek (Eastern) 
Orthodox Church 

The Greek Orthodox Church does not accept the 
Bible as the only (alone and all-sufficient) guide to 
make the man of God complete, but relies on unwrit
ten (oral) tradition, and guidance of Patriarchs, Met
ropolitans, and Archbishops. The Bible says that in
spired scripture is solely adequate to make the man 
of God perfect in the sight of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 
Heb. 4:12-13; Heb. 8:8-12; Acts 20:20, 27; Eph. 
4:11-16; Jude 1:3). 

The Greek Orthodox Church teaches that babies 
are born sinful and must be baptized to take away its 
sin. The Bible teaches that God both gives and fa
thers the spirit of all human-babies and, since God 
can do no evil, every human-baby begins life sinless 
and pure (Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 12:7). "God is light and 
in him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5); therefore 
whatever God does is holy and good. Since God fa
thers and gives the human-spirit it must be holy and 
good at the time it is fathered and given. It becomes 
sinful through rebellion and transgression (as in the 



case of Adam and Eve), but it starts out pure (Rom. 
3:23). Every baptism recorded in the New Testament 
was baptism of an adult ... there is no Bible record of 
the baptism of a baby. . 

The Greek Orthodox Church places Patriarchs, 
Metropolitans, and Archbishops over regional 
churches for which there is no Bible authority - the 
scriptures are silent about any earthly government 
for the church over and above the local congrega
tion. Each local church is ruled by elders and the 
Bible does not provide for a hierarchy of any kind. 

There is no Bible authority for baptizing babies. 
The penitent believer is to be baptized (Mark 16:15-
16; Acts 2:38). A baby cannot believe nor repent and 
therefore is not a proper candidate for baptism per 
the teaching of the Bible. The Greek Orthodox 
Church baptizes babies for the remission of sins, but 
the baby is innocent and therefore has no sins to re
mit. 

The Bible does not teach that baptism requires 
three immersions, but teaches one baptism (immer
sion and resurrection) in the name of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:18-20). 

The New Testament does not teach the confirma
tion (Chrism) of a recently baptized baby. 

The New Testament does not teach that a priest 
or evangelist is to assign penance to one who has 
confessed sins to the priest or evangelist. The Bible 
does teach that the sinful child of God is to confess 
to the one(s) he has sinned against a ames 5:16; 1 
John 1:6-9; Matt. 18:15-20) and ask for forgiveness. 
There is no Bible authority for auricular confession 
to a human mediator (1 Tim. 2:5; He b. 2:17; Rom. 
8:34). 

The Bible does not support the use of leavened 
bread in the communion. When Jesus instituted the 
Lord's Supper he used unleavened bread (the Lord's 
Supper was instituted while Jesus and his apostles 
were observing the Passover of the Jews and at that 
feast no leavened bread was allowed anywhere in the 
house where the Passover was being observed [Exod. 
12:15; 13:6-7; Luke 22: 1]). Jesus is our (the 
Christian's) Passover, which is to be observed with 
the "unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" (1 Cor. 
5:7-8). 

It is right to respect Mary as the human agent 
through whom the specially prepared physical body 
ofJesus came into the world (Luke 1:28, 42-43; 48). 
Still, Mary was not the mother of Jesus' spirit and 
therefore not the mother of God. The spirit of Jesus 
was eternal Qohn 6:38; 7:28; 8:23; 8:58; 18:37). 

God is infinite and eternal and therefore cannot have 
a mother. 

The Bible does not teach that the unleavened 
bread and fruit of the vine used in the communion 
service are magically transformed into the literal 
body and blood of Jesus. When Jesus instituted the 
Lord's Supper, he was physically present in his hu
man body with his blood flowing through his veins. 
When he said, "This is my body ... this is my blood" 
he obviously was using figurative (symbolic) lan
guage (Matt. 26:26-28). 

The Bible does not authorize special feast and 
holy days, but instead warns against such innova
tions (Col. 2: 16-19). The first-day-of-the-week is the 
day upon which the saints of God are to gather in 
their various local congregations to worship in song, 
prayer, contribution, communion, and teaching. To 
set aside a special season for religious worship de
tracts of weekly, public, assembly worship of the 
church.' 

Note: The Greek Orthodox Church does not use 
mechanical instruments of music in its formal wor
ship services. 
(Foornotes) 
1 Source for information in this p:~pcr is the Websi te of the Greek Or
thodox Archdiocese of Americ:~ (www.goarch.org). 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bi FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ 8 y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ 8 y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bi Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 
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Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 



(Just over one hundred and ten years ago J.W. McGarvey received a letter from someone identified as E.S. 
The letter demonstrates brother McGarvey's willingness to courteously co"ect error and earnestly contend for 
the once for all delivered faith. Those McGarvey kindly co"ected went on to embrace mechanical means of 
making music to praise God and disturb the Bible order of organization for the church. The liberal element be
came more and more liberal and many of them dissolved into a brand of atheistic-Christianity. Anyway, we 
thought it interesting and hope it will be helpful as modern disciples face the same kind of unbelief. Our grati
tude to J. W. McGarvey whose bones even now are being ground to finer dust.) 

Some Questions 
By J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

T e letter is quoted as saying, "McGarvey: I 
am led to call the attention of your depart
ment to the case of Bro. H who gives utter

ance in the pulpit, and also in private, to some 
strange sentiments. 

1. He preaches that the Book of Job is not genu
ine history - that the story is hypothetical and para
bolic. 

2. He teaches that such men as Buddha, 
Mencius, Confucius and Seneca were inspired by 
God, and-that the apostles of Christ differed from 
them only in having more than their inspiration. To 
prove they were inspired he quotes Rom. 1 :20; Ps. 
19:1. 

3. He also holds that instrumental music in the 
church is taught in Col. 3: 16, in the word "psalm." 
He holds and teaches that the church, as divinely or
ganized, is sufficient for all word and work in the 
Lord; and he is opposed to other organizations set 
up to do the work of the church. 

You will help a multitude of the brethren by giv
ing your opinion on each of the above items. - E.S. 

McGarvey answered: I doubt this last statement. 
If any man teaches or believes that the founders of 
heathen religions, and heathen teachers of morals, 
were inspired of God, and is silly enough to quote in 
proof of it the two passages cited, which say nothing 
at all about inspiration, I doubt whether anything I 
can say will do him, or those who believe with him, 
any good. 

And if any man who is a preacher believes that 
the apostle teaches the use of instrumental music in 
the church, by enjoining the singing of psalms, he is 
one of those smatterers in Greek who can believe 
anything that he wishes to believe. When the wish is 
father to the thought, correct exegesis is like water 
on a duck's back. 

As to the Book of Job, there is room for doubt 
how much of it is historical. That there was such a 
man, that he was a remarkably righteous man, and 
that he bore suffering with remarkable patience, we 
know from the statements of Ezekiel and James; and 
I have no doubt that the contents of the first and last 
chapters of the book are historical; but I believe that 
the speeches throughout the book were composed by 
the inspired author, with the exception of the essen
tial arguments at the basis of them. I suppose that the 
preacher referred to believes that the portions of the 
book which have the form of history are imaginary. 
If he does, he differs from two inspired writers, and 
this is enough to prove that he is wrong. 

Finally, that the church of God, when organized 
according to the Scriptures, is sufficient for all word 
and work of the Lord - i.e., for all "word and 
work" enjoined upon her - is denied by no man of 
sense. As to any other organization "set up to do the 
work of the church," if there is such a thing, and if it 
can do the work of the church, I see no reason for 
opposing it. If some one else wants to do the same 
work that I am trying to do, by all means let him do 
it; for then there will be two at it instead of only one. 
So of the church. When some men preached the gos
pel through envy, to add to Paul's affliction, he was 
glad that the preaching was done, though he did not 
fancy the motive, but why oppose something which 
has no existence? The famous Don Quixote fought 
imaginary foes, but they turned out to be windmills, 
and he got the worst of it. There are plenty of orga
nizations which are not doing the work of the church 
to keep us busy. If we oppose them, as we should, we 
shall have no time to throw away. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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The Resurredion Story of Great Joy 
E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

W hen the resurrection of Christ happened, 
it caused his disciples to have "fear and 
great joy." "And as they [certain women] 

went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, 
saying, Rejoice! So they came and held Him by the 
feet and worshiped Him" (Matt. 28 :9). [All Scrip
tures are from the New King James Version unless 
otherwise noted.] 

When one reads this delightful story, it should 
bring excitement and "great joy." 

"The rest of the story" of Christ on earth is that 
he was raised the third day after his crucifixion. The 
"Passion" movie concentrated on Christ's last few 
days and it would have been glorious had it been 
capped significantly with the resurrection. 

Thomas Jefferson compiled his Bible purporting 
to tell the life of Christ, but on the last page he left 
Jesus in the tomb. Obviously, this icon of democracy 
did not believe in his resurrection. Jefferson was a 
deist. 

The resurrection is a central fact but not an "Eas
ter" observance. It is unfortunate that "Easter" is in
serted in Acts 12:4 in the King James Version instead 
of the Passover, which is correct. This has been cor
rected in other translations. 

Basic Fads 

His resurrection was prophesied in the Old Testa
ment and one place is Psalm 16:10: "For You will not 
leave my soul in Sheol, nor will You allow Your Holy 
One to see corruption." 

Christ, during his earthly ministry, foretold his 
resurrection: "From that time Jesus began to show to 
his disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer 

. many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day" 
(Matt. 16:21). "Now as they came down from the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, Tell the 
vision to no one until the Son of Man is risen from 
the dead" (Matt. 17 :9). 

The spectacular event was from the crucifixion 
to the ascension, which was 40 days. It began on the 
first day of the week, which signified he was made 
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alive on the third day. "Now when He rose early on 
the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven demons" 
(Mark 16:9). Other significant events relating to 
Christ happened on the first day of the week, as re
corded in Acts 2, which was the beginning of the 
church, coming of the Holy Spirit on the apostles, 
the plan of salvation, and Christ on David's throne. 

The amazing miracle of the resurrection is re
corded in all four gospel accounts - Matthew 28, 
Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20-21. 

The gospel is not preached if the resurrection 
(bodily) is not proclaimed. Paul declared it one of the 
essentials of the gospel when he wrote: 

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gos
pel, which I preached to you, which also you 
received and in which you stand, by which 
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word 
which I preached to you - unless you be
lieved in vain. For I delivered to you first of 
all that which I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day according to the Scriptures. (1 
Cor. 15:1-4) 

Convincing Proofs of His Resurredion 

Bible believers swiftly ignore the "swoon theory" 
that claims Jesus did not actually die, and therefore 
he revived after he "swooned." Just as quickly, rejec
tion of the idea that only the "spirit of Jesus" arose, 
and not his body. 

The apostles died as martyrs for the sake of the 
gospel. Only John likely died a natural death. These 
could have escaped taunts and death had they de
nounced the resurrection. 

When Peter boldly preached the resurrection, he 
could have been embarrassed and exposed had the 
enemies been able to produce the body of Christ. Pe
ter firmly announced the resurrection, " ... whom 
God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, be
cause it was not possible that He should be held by it 
... This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all 
witnesses" (Acts 2:24, 32). 



Not only were the apostles "witnesses" but many 
others- including the 500 brethren (1 Cor. 15:6). 

Another reasonable proof for the resurrection is 
"the empty tomb." When the disciples came to the 
grave, they were told his body was not there, and 
they were granted the privilege of examining the 
tomb. The linen grave cloths were folded, which in
dicate that the action was not proceeding as if a rob
ber invaded the tomb and stole the body. 

Only three explanations are reasonable for an 
empty tomb: (1) the body was removed by enemies, 
(2) friends took the body, or (3) God performed a 
great miracle of resurrection. Obviously enemies 
would not have robbed the grave because guards were 
stationed at the tomb to prevent the body from being 
moved. Neither would the friends take the body be
cause they did not believe he would be raised. The 
third explanation is that God raised Jesus. (The ac
count of the empty tomb is told in Matthew 28:1-10; 
Luke 23:56-24:12; John 20:1-18.) 

Reliable witnesses give testimony that Christ ap
peared to them and carried on a conversation. He 
appeared to friends about 12 times. Three of these 
appearances are cited: (1) to Mary Magdalene (Matt. 
28:1ff); (2) two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24); and (3) to Thomas, called the doubter 
Qohn 20:24; Luke 24:36-43). Additionally, heap
peared to the eleven (Mark 16:16-18) and to five 
hundred disciples (1 Cor. 15 :6). 

Because the proofs for the resurrection are indis
putable, Bible believers are thrilled with their au
thenticity. 

Two Essentials 

Since Christ arose from the dead to die no more, He 
is the divine Son of God. Paul confirms that God 
lifted Christ from the tomb. " ... and declared him to 
be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead" 
(Rom. 1:4). 

It is precious to know that because Christ was 
raised all men will be raised. Jesus taught that all 
men both good and evil, will be raised simulta
neously. "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is com
ing in which all who are in the graves will hear his 
voice and come forth - those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation" Qohn 
5 :28-29). To Martha, he promised the resurrection. 
"Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall 

live" Uohn 11 :25). Paul explicitly promises that the 
children of God will survive death and enjoy eternal 
life. "But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has 
become the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep .... For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 
shall be made alive" (1 Cor. 15:20, 22). 

Supreme Miracle 

Christ's resurrection has been aptly called "the su
preme miracle." When one accepts this gigantic 
miracle, it makes it possible to believe all other 
miracles and the claims of Christ. 

Mter considering this divine story, one is able to 
say with Thomas, "My Lord and my God" Qohn 
20:28). The risen Savior calls all men to repentance 
and obedience. "Then Peter said to them, Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 
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Bogus Science News in 2004 
By Alan Caruba 

!:king back over 2004, National Geographic 
announced its ten top news stories. They are 
revealing if for no other reason than the way 

they demonstrate how much "junk" or bogus science 
passes for news. It is a disturbing trend. 

Science depends on being able to replicate the re
sults of experiments to determine the accuracy of vari
ous discoveries. If a claim cannot stand up to peer re
view, it is abandoned, and with good reason. Science is 
not about speculation, though it often begins as a 
theory that must either be proved or cast aside. 

Here are the National Geographic selections. 
Number ten was the story of SpaceShipOne, the first 
privately-built manned spacecraft, that won a ten 
million dollar prize. This is a practical application of 
science, and a worthy one. 

Number nine on the list was a story on how to 
avoid a shark attack, what to do if you are bitten, and 
how to help victims. With all the other countless ways 
to die, most of them accidents, this falls into the cat
egory of a Jaws approach to entertaining readers. 

Incredibly, number eight was about the film Open 
Water, in which the actors actually swam amid feeding 
sharks. According to the International Shark Attack 
File, sharks attack some 5 0-7 5 peopl~ worldwide each 
year. More people are killed by elephants, bees, croco
diles, lightning, and other natural dangers. 

Number seven -Aliens in Our Galaxy?- told 
of astronomers "using sophisticated computer mod
els" to map a ring-shaped disc in the Milky Way 
"that shows the highest potential for extraterrestrial 
life in our galaxy." In their book, Rare Earth, two 
University of Washington scientists, Peter Ward and 
David Brownlee, concluded that life in our galaxy is 
unlikely. To put it another way, of the fifty billion 
species on Earth, only one has the capacity for 
speech. Thus, National Geographic gave voice to a 
study that is more science fiction than fact.· 

Number six was also based on a movie that, by 
definition, is pure fiction. "Day After Tomorrow 
Movie: Could Ice Age Occur Overnight?" National 
Geographic said, "To environmentalists, there is 
more than a kernel of truth in the catastrophic sce
narios depicted ... " in the movie, and expressed the 
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hope that it would "spark debate about the environ
mental damage the Earth is suffering." This isn't 
journalism. It is pure advocacy for a bogus theory 
that has been disputed by thousands of scientists 
around the world, and now is widely viewed as junk 
science of no merit. It, too, is based on "computer 
models," and they are regarded as badly flawed. 

Number five and four were about meteor show
ers and a so-called "blue moon." Not much harm 
done here, as astronomical phenomenon were dis
cussed. Number three was about a. "Hobbit-like hu
man ancestor found in Asia." It addressed skeletons 
of a human species that were about the size of a 
three-year-old child. They were found on a remote 
island in Indonesia. 

Number two, Warming to Cause Catastrophic Rise 
in Sea Level? states that: "Most scientists agree that 
global warming presents the greatest threat to the en
vironment." This is false. Most scientists do not sup
port the global warming theory advanced by environ
mental organizations to justify the United Nations 
Kyoto Protocol on climate. "If our planet's ice caps 
and glaciers continue to melt, the sea level will rise 
and submerge vast territories, from entire countries to 
large parts of the United States." This is absurd. 

Antarctica is getting colder and, since 1970, 
Iceland's glaciers have been getting thicker. Sea levels 
rise at an extremely low rate. The melting cited is the 
same that began 10,000 years ago, at the beginning 
of the current interglacial period. The U.N. Protocol 
has a purely political agenda, intended to harm the 
economies of industrialized nations, while exempt
ing others such as India, China, and more than a 
hundred Third World nations. 

Number one makes much of nothing. Cicada In
vasion Begins: Eastern U.S. Beset by Bugs. Well, 
whoopee. This is a naturally occurring cycle in the life 
of this particular insect species. And, National Geo
graphic thinks it is their number one story of 2004. 

National Geographic should come with a warn
ing label: "Beware! Anything you read in this maga
zine may be dangerous to your mental health" (The 
American Daily, Dec. 16, 2005). 



(We are indebted to Marvin Howell for making the fo llowing information available to us. We are to pray for 
those in authority.) 

Janice Rogers Brown 

Athe investiture of Janice Rogers Brown, Nov. 
14, in Washington, D.C. , a large contingent 
of members of the Cordova Church of 

Christ in Rancho Cordova, Calif., were present to 
witness the ceremony. 

John G. Roberts Jr. , the new chief justice of the 
Supreme Court, administered the oath of office; 
many friends joined her fam ily in witnessing the cer
emony. 

Janice was appointed by President Bush to be a 
judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit, a court that is generally regarded 
as a stepping-stone to the U.S. Supreme Court. She is 
often mentioned as a possible future Bush appointee 
to the high court. 

Ex-Governor Pete Wilson, who appointed Janice 
to California's Supreme Court, was one of the speak
ers fo r the occasio n, as was Professor Douglas W. 
Kmiec of Pepperdine University, and Judge Joanne 
C. Parrilli . Chief Judge Douglas H . Ginsburg, who 
heads the D.C. federa l court, was master of ceremo
nies for the program, which was held at the E. 
Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse in Washington. 

Others on the investiture program were: M ichael 
Anglin, invocation; Dewey Parker, singing "God 
Bless America" ; Neomi Rao, reading of the commis-
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sion; and Breyana Rouzan, holder of the Bible. Fol
lowing the oath, Judge Brown made a few remarks 
regarding the occasion. 

Those from the Cordova congregation who at
tended were: Alice Astafan, Yvette Bettati, Pam and 
Peter Bogdanovic, Gary and Star Brewer, Leo and 
Lenette Bryant, Ern ie and Sharon Buda, Bob and 
Norma Comer, Jeff Corner, Jim and Bonnie Creeger, 
Jim and Maridel Dixon, Vivian Fuston, Grady and 
Belva Gettings, Justin Gettings, J oshua and Kristen 
H ampton, Doris Holland, Trisha Mahon, Jefferie 
Marquez, Frank and Geri Prevatt, Larry and Cynthia 
Stafford. Ray and Yvonne Vaughn, Tiffany Vaughn, 
and Geraint and Lyn Williams. 

Following the investiture, members from the 
Cordova congregation attended a dinner, hosted by 
member Alice Astafan. Rep. Dan Lungren, congress
man for California's District 3, and his wife, Bobbi, 
were special guests at the dinner. 

Janice Rogers Brown and her husband are long
time members of the Cordova congregation, along 
w ith her mother, Doris Holland, and her sister, 
Jefferie Marquez. J anice is a former resident of 
Rancho Cordova, who has lived for the past few 
years in nearby Rancho Murietta. 
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32°4 Annual 
East Tennessee School of Preaching l'l Mis.sions 

Lectureship 
-March s-a, 2006-

Sunday 
9:00a.m ....•.•. Never Man Spake Like This Man ..... Perry Cotham 

10:00 a.m ......•. Stewardship ............................................. V. P. Black 
1:00 p.m ........ What Jesus Said About Divorce 

................................................. Winford Claiborne 
2:00p.m ........ Words From the Cross ........................ Sam Bartrug 
6:00p.m . ....... Singing ................................................... nm Brown 
6:30p.m ........ The Tares ............................................. Allan Fowell 
7:00p.m ........ Forgiveness ................................... James Meadows 

Monday 
8:30 a.m ........ Sermon on the Mount (Pt. 1) ..... Clarence DeLoach 
9:30a.m ........ Hard Sayings of Jesus (Pt. 1) .............. Tom Bolland 

10:30 a.m ........ Hell .................................................... Allen Webster 
Ladies: She Has Done What She Could. 
................................................. Kathy Bartswigsen 

Emotions of Jesus .............................. Lonnie Smith 
Teaching Style of Jesus (Pt. 1) ............. Edwin Jones 

11:30 a.m ........ Evangelism ............................................ Nell Richey 
12:00 p.m . ....... Lunch 
1:30 p.m. ....... The Olivet Discourse (Pt. 1) ......... MarUn Connelly 
2:30p.m ........ Overcoming Temptation ........................... Paul Saln 

Ladies: One Thing Is Needful ....... Melissa Webster 
Example of Compassion ................. Charles Brown 
The Good Shepherd ............................ Tim ForUnes 

3:30p.m. Questions and Answers ................ James Meadows 
............................. Robert Taylor Jr., Edwin Jones 

5:00p.m ........ Honor Dinner 
7:00p.m . ....... Singing ............................................. Brian Johnson 
7:30p.m ........ The Mustard Seed ............................... Steven Lucas 
8:00p.m ........ The Good Samaritan ............................ Phil Sanden 

Tuesday 
8:30a.m ........ Sermon on the Mount (Pt. 2) .... Clarence DeLoach 
9:30 a.m ........ Hard Sayings of Jesus (Pt. 2) ............. Tom Holland 

10:30 a.m ........ Jesus and the Holy Spirit ............ Robert Taylor Jr. 
Ladies: Jesus and Mary Magdalene .... Irene Taylor 

Jesus and False Teachings ..................... BID Bryant 
Teaching Style of Jesus (Pt. 2) ........... Edwin Jones 

11:30 a.m ........ I Will Build My Church .............. Jerry Carmichael 
12:00 p.m . ....... Lunch 
1:30 p.m ........ The Olivet Discourse (Pt. 2) ........ MarUn Connelly 
2:30p.m ........ Figures of Speech ................................ David Pharr 

Ladies: The Powf!r of Service ............... Jane Brown 
Jesus- One on One .............................. Tom Miller 
Discipleship .......................................... Bob Cowles 

3:30p.m ........ Questions and Answers ................ James Meadows 
..................................... Edwin Jones, David Pharr 

S:OO p.m ........ Alumni Dinner 
7:00p.m ........ Singing ................................................ Tom Holland 
7:30p.m ........ The Leaven ........................................ Friday Okure 
8:00p.m ........ The Prodigal Son ............................ Dan Chamben 

Wednesday 
8:30a.m ........ Sermon on the Mount (Pt. 3) .... Clarence DeLoach 
9:30a.m ........ Hard Sayings of Jesus (Pt. 3) ............. Tom Bolland 

10:30 a.m ........ The Vme and the Branches ......... WIUlam Woodson 
Ladies: Mary at the Tomb 
...................................... Suzanne Brockenborough 

The Model Prayer ............................... Dennis Curd 
Teaching Style of Jesus (Pt. 3) ........... Edwin Jones 

11:30 a.m ........ The Fish Net ................................... Clancy Etienne 
12:00 p.m •....... Lunch 
1:30 p.m ........ The Olivet Discourse (Pt. 3) ........ MarUn Connelly 
2:30p.m ........ Example of Obedience ......................... Steve Brown 

Ladies: Jairus 'Daughter ....................... Ira Booker 
The Wedding Feast ................................... BID Nicks 
Teaching by Example ................... Rod Rutherford 

3:30p.m ........ Questions and Answers ................ James Meadows 
....................................... Edwin Jones, Tom Miller 

1:00p.m ........ Singing ................................................. James Steele 
7:30p.m ........ The Pearl of Great Price ................ Shane Robinson 
8:00p.m ........ The Seed and the Sower ..................... Lovell Hayes 

Breakfast and lunch provided each day. Tickets for the dinners on sale at lectures. 
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Potpourri ••• 
M y this New Year be a time of abounding 

peace and abundant blessings from the 
Almighty, especially spiritual gifts which 

are more valuable than gold refined in the fire. May 
every one of us keep "pressing on the upward way." 

It is time, once again, for us to take a concise 
reading on current ideas that affect society and the 
church. Stay tuned. 

Stephen Barr Writes 
CIThe philosopher Daniel Dennett. visited at the 

University of Delaware a few weeks ago and gave a 
public lecture entitled "Darwin, Meaning, Truth, and 
Morality." Dennett claimed that Darwin had shred
ded the credibility of religion and was, indeed, the 
very "destroyer" of God. In the question session, 
philosophy professor Jeff Jordan made the following 
observation to Dennett, "If Darwinism is inherently 
atheistic, as you say, then obviously it can't be taught 
in public schools." "And why is that?" inquired 
Dennett, incredulous. "Because," said Jordan, "the 
Supreme Court has held that the Constitution guar
antees government neutrality between religion and 
irreligion." Dennett, looking as if he'd been sucker
punched, leaned back against the wall, and said, after 
a few moments of silence, "Clever." After another si
lence, he came up with a reply: He had not meant to 
say that evolution logically entails atheism, merely 
that it undercuts religion. 

Jeff Jordan's question underlines how the self
appointed defenders of the scientific method are try
ing to have it both ways. Don't allow religious phi
losophy to intrude into biology classrooms and texts, 
they say, for that is to soil the sacred precincts of sci
ence, which must be reserved for hypotheses that can 
be rigorously tested and confronted with data. The 
next minute they are going around claiming that 
anti-religious philosophy is part and parcel of the sci
entific viewpoint. 

[l]t was Dennett who coined the term "brights" 
for those who reject religion on scientific grounds. 
Dennett would of course make his own list of 
"brights," but poor Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, 
Newton, Boyle, Lavoisier, Ampere, Faraday, Max
well, Kelvin and almost every other founder of mod
ern science wouldn't make his list. I am sure they 

don't mind, however. They will make the list of 
people who have actually contributed to human 
know~ first Things, Dec. 2005). 

Nothing leHer to Do 
$We are about to re-run some quotes about the 

French. What it has to do with religion and morality 
I don't really know, but it is entertaining and prob
ably has some seeds of truth and righteousness in it, 
if you look close. 

• "France has neither winter nor summer nor 
morals. Apart from these drawbacks it is a 
fine country. France has usually been gov
erned by prostitutes."- Mark Twain 

• "I would rather have a German division in 
front of me than a French one behind me." 
- General George S. Patton 

• "Going to war without France is like going 
deer hunting without your accordion." 
-Norman Schw.artzkopf 

• "We can stand here like the French, or we can 
do something about it."- Marge Simpson 

• "As far as I'm concerned, war always means 
failure." -Jacques Chirac 
"As far as France is concerned, you're 
right." - Rush Limbaugh 

Cburcb Discipline 
for Caring Christians 
The Key to Cburcb Growtb 

by Robert S. Usrey 

This book may be the first really substantial treatment 
of the subject of Church discipline in all of restoration 
literature. 334 pgs. plus a 47-pg. studygulde. pback 

Winford Claiborne says: •1 have found Bob's book to 
be the best book available on the topic •••• I strongly 
recommend this book to our brotherhood." 
Adron Doran, President Emeritus of Morehead State 
University. I find it exceedingly stimulating. highly 
informative and strictly biblical. This Is not only a 
scholarly treatment of the subject. but it gives one a 
deeper insight into the Importance of church discipline. 
Elders. deacons and evangelists will profit greatly by a 
careful reading and understanding of the sound 
approach to the critical problem associated with church 
discipline.• 
$12.00 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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• "The only time France wants us to go to 
war is when the German Army is sitting in 
Paris sipping coffee." - Regis Philbin 

• "The French are a smallish, monkey-look
ing bunch and not dressed any better, on av
erage, than the citizens of Baltimore. True, 
you can sit outside in Paris and drink little 
cups of coffee, but why this is more stylish 
than sitting inside and drinking large glasses 
of whisky I don't know."- P. J. O'Rourke 

• "You know, the French remind me a little 
bit of an aging actress of the 1940s who was 
still trying to dine out on her looks but 
doesn't have the face for it."- Sen. John 
McCain (AZ) 

• "You know why the French don't want to 
bomb Saddam Hussein? Because he hates 
America, he loves mistresses and wears a be
ret. He is French, people!"- Conan O'Brien 

• "I don't know why people are surprised 
that France won't help us get Saddam out of 
Iraq. Mter all, France wouldn't help us get 
Hitler out of France either."- Jay Leno 

• "The last time the French asked for 'more 
proof' it came marching into Paris under a 
German flag." - David Letterman 

• "Only thing worse than a Frenchman is a 
Frenchman who lives in Canada." - Ted 
Nugent 

• "The favorite bumper sticker in Washington 
now is one that says 'First Iraq, then 
France."'- Tom Brokaw 

• "What do you expect from a culture and a 
nation that exerted more of its national will 
fighting against Disney World and Big Macs 
than the Nazis?"- Dennis Miller 

• "It is important to remember that the 
French have always been there when they 
needed us." - Alan Kent 

• "They've taken their own precautions 
against al Qaeda. To prepare for an attack, 
each Frenchman is urged to keep duct tape, a 
white flag, and a three-day supply of mis
tresses in the house." - Argus Hamilton 

• "Somebody was telling me about the French 
Army rifle being advertised on eBay the other 
day - the description was, 'Never shot. 
Dropped once."'- Rep. Roy Blunt (MO) 

• "The French will only agree to go to war 
when we've proven we've found truffles in 
Iraq."- Dennis Miller 
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• "Do you know it only took Germany three 
days to conquer France in World War II? 
And that's because it was raining."- John 
Xereas 

• Q. What did the mayor of Paris say to the 
German Army as they entered the city in 
World War II? 
A. Table for one hundred thousand, 
m'sieur? 

• The AP and UPI reported that the French 
government announced after the London 
bombings that it has raised its terror alert 
level from Run to Hide. The only two 
higher levels in France are Surrender and 
Collaborate. The rise in the alert level was 
precipitated by a recent fire, which de
stroyed France's white flag factory, effec
tively disabling their military. 

• French Ban Fireworks at Euro Disney (AP) 
Paris, March 5, 2003 
The French government announced today 
that it is imposing a ban on the use of fire
works at Euro Disney. The decision comes 
the day after a nightly fireworks display at 
the park, located just 3 0 miles outside of 
Paris, caused the soldiers at a nearby French 
Army garrison to surrender to a group of 
Czech tourists. 

~!~~D 
•~.I./J.:V.:E 

:1:·\'t. ~·;..:::£· Jack Cuozzo 
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This book bears the subtitle, "The Startling Truth 
about Neanderthal Man," but it is far more than 
that. In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept of 
"prehistory," belabors how fossils are uncovered, 
examines some of the faulty assumptions behind 
recent fossil finds, presents evidence from the 
fossil record against hominid evolution, and 
investigates evidence substantiating the biblical 
creation account. Exciting reading. 350 pgs., 
paperback 

$13.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Worth Fhinlting About 
OEve Tushnet's website is subtitled "conserva

tism reborn in twisted sisterhood." A Yale graduate, 
she has this response to the many criticisms of the re
cent Vatican document on homosexuality and the 
priesthood: 

"A political and cultural movement has sprung 
up to convince those of us with strong homosexual 
attractions that God couldn't possibly want us not to 
act on those attractions. Because it hurts too much to 
give it up? Because it seems so necessary or central to 
our identities? If those are the reasons people resist, I 
guess I just want to remind them that people every 
single day embrace varying kinds of sacrifice - slow 
or fast, honored or humiliating - and if you want 
anything resembling a functioning culture you need 
people who can say that 'it hurts' isn't an argument. 
Every functioning culture relies on a core of people 
who can accept that life, or God, or whatever they 
believe in, will ask them to do things they would 
never have believed possible; and they do them. Ev
ery day policemen and policem(:!n's wives; soldiers 
and soldiers' husbands; saints and martyrs; pregnant 
women in desperate circumstances; everyone who 
suffers and whose suffering would be eased by just a 
little wrong action, just a small palliative sin. 

"You can be as big as your culture by only making 
the sacrifices your culture honors. You can be as big as 
your own self by only making the sacrifices you honor 
and completely understand; if you're a cosmopolitan, 
that will mostly mean making the sacrifices your per
sonality and chosen subculture honor. You can be as 
big as the Church by making all the sacrifices God 
requires. I'm pretty sure most of us are in between -
but we can move from one pole to the other." 

Tom Bethell writes at National Review Online: 
"George Will has made one accurate criticism of 

the idea he so dislikes: 'The problem with intelligent 
design is not that it is false but that it is not falsifi
able. Not being susceptible to contradicting evi
dence, it is not a testable hypothesis.' This is true; 
but he should have added that Darwin's theory of 
evolution by natural selection is not falsifiable either. 

"Darwin's claim to fame was his discovery of a 
mechanism of evolution; he accepted 'survival of the 
fittest' as a good summary of his natural-selection 
theory. But which ones are the fittest? The ones that 
survive. There is no criterion of fitness that is inde
pendent of survival. Whatever happens, it is the 'fit
test' that survive - by definition. This, just like in
telligent design, is not a testable hypothesis. 

''As the eminent philosopher of science Karl Pop
per said, after discussing this problem that natural se
lection cannot escape: 'There is hardly any possibil
ity of testing a theory as feeble as this.' Popper was 
the first to propose falsification as the line of demar
cation between theories that are scientific and those 
that are not; both intelligent design and natural se
lection fall by this standard. 

"The underlying problem, rarely discussed, is 
that the conclusions of evolutionism are based not 
on science, but on a philosophy: the philosophy of 
materialism, or naturalism. Living creatures, includ
ing human beings, are here on Earth, and we got 
here somehow. If atoms and molecules in motion are 
all that exist, then their random interactions must ac
count for everything that exists, including us. That is 
the true underpinning of Darwinism. What needs to 
be examined in detail is not so much the religion be
hind intelligent design as the philosophy behind evo
lution." 

Fell Me the Old, Old Story ••• 
0 A good general rule for preachers is this: If a 

story does not serve the gospel, it will distract from 
the gospel. Too often, homiletical "illustrations" em
ployed to illuminate the scriptural text displace the 
text. How often have you gone away remembering 
the cute story but forgetting the scriptural text, or 
even the point of the story? Richard Lischer teaches 
preaching at Duke University and writes in the 
Christian Century: 

In the pulpit, preachers tell the story because 
God got involved with a particular people in a 
specific time and place, and that involvement 
generated a history in which we are privileged 
to participate by faith, baptism, and the com
mon life. We [preachers] are not generic' sto
rytellers. We are nailed to a particular plot. 
The preacher's task is not to tell bunches of 
substitute stories, which in the end deflect our 
attention from the searing reality of the per
son before God, but to tell that one story, the 
one that precedes the general category of 
'story,' and to tell it in such a way that it 
makes our stories permeable to it. 

Deliberate liberal Ignorance 
fl Here is a challenging quote from Alan Caruba 

of The National Anxiety Center: 
"When I was a child, I spake as a child, I under

stood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I be
came a man, I put away childish things" (Cor. 
13:11). 
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Like many conservatives, I started life as a lib
eral. I understood events through the prism of 
liberal perceptions, but as I grew older those 
perceptions no longer afforded a realistic or 
even logical explanation for the way the 
world worked. Huge welfare programs did 
not eliminate poverty. Being for peace did not 
end wars. Loving history, my reading revealed 
that there were and are enemies of freedom 
forever seeking to enslave the peoples of the 
world. Throughout the last century and into 
this one Communism and Islamism was the 
name applied to the wholesale slaughter of in
nocent people. 

Magic ••• Secret ••. Not Understandable 
OEco: "The 'death of God,' or at least the dying 

of the Christian God, has been accompanied by the 
birth of a plethora of new idols. They have multi
plied like bacteria on the corpse of the Christian 
Church- from strange pagan cults and sects to the 
silly, sub-Christian superstitions of The Da Vinci 
Code. 

"It is amazing how many people take that book 
literally, and think it is true. Admittedly, Dan Brown, 
its author, has created a legion of zealous followers 
who believe that Jesus wasn't crucified: he married 
Mary Magdalene, became the King of France, and 
started his own version of the order of Freemasons. 
Many of the people who now go to the Louvre are 
there only to look at the Mona Lisa, solely and sim-

Searching 
for Biblical Truth 

By John Hobbs 

This new book focuses on a variety of subjects 
designed to get us to heaven. Verses often mis
understood are studied in-depth. Strong empha
sis on scripture; the Bible is the authoritative word 
of God. Designed for class study, the 13 chapters 
deal with topics such as Having a Faith That Will 
Take One to Heaven; He That Turneth Away His 
Ear From Hearing the Law; Repentance - Is It 
Necessary to Go to Heaven?; Sitting at the Feet 
of Baptist Scholars; A Study of John 3:5; A Study 
of John 3: 16; A Study of Acts 16:31 ; The Suffer
ing Servant of Isaiah 53; The Way That Leads to 
Eternal Life; and more. paper back • 254 pages. 

$11.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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ply because it is at the centre of Dan Brown's book. 
"The pianist Arthur Rubinstein was once asked if 

he believed in God. He said: 'No. I don't believe in 
God. I believe in something greater.' Our culture suf
fers from the same inflationary tendency. The exist
ing religions just aren't big enough: we demand 
something more from God than the existing depic
tions in the Christian faith can provide. So we revert 
to the occult. The so-called occult sciences do not 
ever reveal any genuine secret: they only promise 
that there is something secret that explains and justi
fies everything. The great advantage of this is that it 
allows each person to fill up the empty secret 'con
tainer' with his or her own fears and hopes." 

[This is confusing. We demand something more 
than that God - greater than which cannot be 
thought (Anselm) - became one of our kind?] 

But back to Eco: ''As a child of the Enlighten
ment, and a believer in the Enlightenment values of 
truth, open inquiry, and freedom, I am depressed by 
that tendency. This is not just because of the associa
tion between the occult and fascism and Nazism -
although that association was very strong. Himmler 
and many of Hitler's henchmen were devotees of the 
most infantile occult fantasies .... And today, if you 
browse the shelves of any bookshop specializing in 
the occult, you will find not only the usual tomes on 
the Templars, Rosicrucians, pseudo-Kabbalists, and 
of course The Da Vinci Code, but also anti-Semitic 
tracts such as the Protocols of the Elders of Zion 
(First Things, blog-site). 

Murder? 

0 Mary Ann Glendon, an expert in comparative 
law at Harvard, points out, the United States is alone 
in the world in having embedded in its fundamental 
law, by judicial fiat, an unlimited abortion license. 
Unlike some other instances of judicial usurpation, 
Roe manifestly has not been democratically legiti
mated after the fact. It has not taken root, and it will 
not last. 

Kinsley says that legally protecting the child in 
the womb would be "the most extreme unjustified 
government intrusion on personal freedom short of 
sanctioning murder." But of course that is the heart 
of the matter, isn't it? For millions of Americans, le
gal abortion is not short of sanctioning murder; it is 
sanctioning murder. Others would, with dubious 
logic, permit the killing of babies in "extreme" cir
cumstances - rape, incest, and direct threat to the 
life of the mother being most often mentioned. 



Poe fry 

$"You are never alone and never bored," john 
Adams wrote his son, "if you have a book of poetry 
in your pocket." 

Here is an R.S. Thomas poem: 

The Country Clergy 
I see them working in old rectories 

By the sun's light, by~apdlelight, 

Venerable men, their black cloth 

A little dusty, a little green 

With holy mildew. And yet their skulls, 

Ripening over so many prayers, 

Toppled into the same grave 

With oafs and yokels. They left no books, 

Memorial to their lonely thought 

In grey parishes; rather they wrote 

On men's hearts and in the minds 

Of young children sublime words 

Too soon forgotten. God in his time 

Or out of time will correct this. 

Or consider a little poem under the title: 

Gifts 
From my father my strong heart, 

My weak stomach. 

From my mother the fear. 

To my wife all I have 

Saving only the love 

That is not mine to give. 

To my one son the hunger. 
(R.S. Thomas: Poems., selected by Anthony 

Twaite and published by Phoenix Press.) 

Support 
0 Does the Firm Foundation break even? Of 

course not. Almost no serious magazine of ideas 
breaks even, never mind turning a profit. Firm Foun
dation is a lean operation that survives on income 
from subscriptions and advertising - and, very im
portantly, from subscribers' contributions. If you 
have questions about how you can support Firm 
Foundation, please get in touch by email: 
had@att.net or phone: 281-469-3102, or regular 
mail: P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269. Thank 
you. 

Dumps Bank 
0 Focus on the Family is looking for a new bank, 

saying it's dumping Wells Fargo for its "pro-homo
sexual agenda." 

The Colorado Springs-based Christian group 
told its followers about the move Thursday. Focus on 
the Family said that a "pivotal reason" the San Fran
cisco-based bank is getting the ax is that its logo was 
used in a fund-raising campaign for a "fight against 
the 'anti-gay industry'- a group that pro-gay orga
nizations have stated includes Focus on the Family." 

Wells Fargo had agreed to match contributions to 
a media-campaign fund for GLAAD, the Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation. But its logo 
got attached to a fund-raising Internet advertising 
campaign that raised Focus on the Family's ire 
(Rocky Mountain News). 

Americans Are lleeing 
flit's a trend: in this anything-goes age, ever 

larger numbers of people are opting for tougher 
moral standards. Millions are streaming out of 
churches that preach the Gospel of "If It Feels Good, 
Do It," and are finding homes in houses of worship 
that preach a more traditional and more demanding 
religion. Churches that have ditched Christian doc
trine in favor of an unremitting advocacy of the 
Democratic Party platform, like the Episcopalians 
and Unitarians, are hemorrhaging members - while 
conservative churches like the Southern Baptists are 
gaining members in record numbers. 

In Exodus: Why Americans Are Fleeing Liberal 
Churches for Conservative Christianity, Dave Shiflett 
explores this encouraging trend. In the process, he 
. . . gives all American conservatives a new source of 
hope. He tells the story of mainline decline and tra
ditionalist growth through the eyes of individuals on 
both sides of the divide: interviewing both liberals 
and conservatives, he goes to the heart of why there 
are so many refugees from the mainline denomina
tions streaming into conservative Roman Catholic, 
evangelical, and Orthodox churches. Liberal Chris
tianity broke its final ties with Biblical authority as 
long ago as the 1950s (David Shiflett). 

Russia 
GThe Russian government reports that within 

the coming weeks it may begin tightening control of 
foreign missionaries and religious organizations. Ac
cording to reports, the justice Ministry is consider
ing adopting stricter rules on granting visas to for
eign missionaries an action that, if effective, would 
lead to the limitation of missionaries to Russia. The 
government also expressed plans to make the sup
pression of religious centers easier while causing reg
istration of religious organizations more difficult. "It 
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sounds like it's all going back like it was during the 
Soviet time," commented Sergey Rakhuba, vice 
president of Russian Ministries. He believes the Rus
sian Orthodox Church is involved in the proposal. 
Rakhuba states: "Even if restrictions on foreign mis
sionaries are forthcoming, church growth and evan
gelism in Russia will not be hindered. I don't think 
that it will affect evangelism because you cannot stop 
people from talking about Christ. You cannot stop 
people talking about their experiences with Jesus. 
And that's what Russian Ministries is doing" (Voice 
of the Martyrs, 12-7-05). 

Signs ol the Times 
!?iWorldNetDaily.com reports the following: 
Item: School officials in the Tampa Bay area are 

dealing with yet another sex scandal, as a 28-year
old teacher is accused of having an 18-month lesbian 
relationship with a teenage girl. Jaymee Wallace, a 
math instructor and coach of the girls' varsity basket
ball team at Wharton High School in Tampa, is fac
ing 15 years in prison if convicted on felony charges 
of lewd and lascivious battery. 

Item: A British professor who has been studying 
pupil-teacher relationships for 25 years concludes 
sexual contact between them should not necessarily 
be criminal conduct ... 

Item: "Pure nastiness: Teacher too sexy for God?" 
The headline in Italy's leading newspaper, Carriere 
della Sera, blares: "Teacher in mini-skirt fired by dio
cese." Caterina Bonci, a 38-year-old religion instruc
tor described as a " leggy, long-haired blonde," has 
caused a major sensation, getting axed by the Catho
lic Church from her position in state-run schools. 
Bonci says authorities decided she was simply too at
tractive and dressed too sexy to teach about God af
ter 14 years on the job. "They shouldn't treat me like 
this after 14 years of teaching," Bonci said. "It's pure 
nastiness." 

Item: A 10-year-old Atlanta-area boy was forced 
to kiss and lick his teacher's toes. And though the 
teacher, J ody Kilpatrick of Temple Elementary 
School in Carroll County, has apologized for the in
cident, a preliminary investigation found no criminal 
intent since she apparently received no sexual gratifi
cation from the physical contact. 

Tears? 
\?>SACRAMENTO, (AP) - Some carry rosary 

beads, others flowers and cameras. Dozens of the 
faithful are coming in a steady stream to a church on 
the outskirts of the city for a glimpse of what some 
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are calling a miracle: A statue of the Virgin Mary that 
has begun "crying" a substance that looks like blood. 

The first sign of the tears came more than a week 
ago, when a priest at the Vietnamese Catholic Mar
tyrs Church spotted a stain on the statue's face and 
wiped it away. Before Mass on Nov. 20, people again 
noticed a reddish substance streaming from the eyes 
of the white concrete statue outside the small 
church, said Ky Truong, 56, a parishioner who said 
he was one of the witnesses. 

Red liquid trailed from the side of Mary's left 
eye, streaming about halfway down the robe made of 
concrete. Many drove long distances to see the 
statue. 

"I think that it's incredible. It's a miracle. Why is 
she doing it? Is it something bothering her?" asked 
Maria Vasquez, 35, who drove wi th her parents and 
three children from Stockton, about 50 miles south 
of Sacramento. 

Thousands of such incidents are reported around 
the world each year, invo lving blood, water or oil, 
though many turn out to be hoaxes or natural phe
nomena. FF 

Classic Survey of World History 

Annals of the World 
by James Ussher 

This important literary work updated from the 
17th-century original Latin manuscript to modern 
English available to the general public for the first 
time. The fascinating history of the ancient world 
from the Genesis creation through the destruction 
of the Jerusalem temple can be found in its pages. 
0890513600, 960 pgs., size 11.7x8.8 

• What really happened when the sun "went back
ward" as a sign to Hezekiah? 

• What does secular history say about the darkness 
at the Crucifixion? 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: It seems to me that fo r the past several 
yea rs we have heard a lot about doctrine, 

w c 1 is good, but hardly anything about Christian 
morals. Could I be hearing wrong? (F. G.) 

Answer: Interesting ! I hea r more complaints 
_rt. abo ut not hearing enough doctrine. I have no 
reason ro suggest you are hearing w rong, bur your 
experience is nor universal. 

Why is tha t happening w here you are? I do no t 
know, of cou rse, but here are some observations. 

Doctrinal Preaching Includes Moral Preaching 

First of all , there is no distinction drawn in the Bible 
between preaching doctrine and preaching morals. 
Doctrine simply means teaching. When morals a re 
taught, they are doctrine. If morals are no t being 
taught, "sound doctrine" is not being taught. The bib
lical word t ransla ted "sound" means who le, healthy 
and complete, no t just true. W hen Paul told the young 
evange list T itus to speak "sound doctrine," he in
cluded teaching o n sexual purity and marital faithful
ness, on avoid ing mal icious gossip and drunkenness, 
and on wholesome fam ily relations (Titus 2 :1 - 1 0). 

Biblical doctrine includes both what we should 
believe and what we should do. W hat we believe 
matters a great deal, because what we believe deter
mines what we do. But be li eving the right things 
does not help, if we do nor do them. 

Some years ago, I visi ted a man who, because he 
became angry with someone 25 years previously, had 
not attended an assembly of the saints since. He re
counted to me a conve rsation he recently had w ith 
an acquaintance who attended a church that partook 
of the Lord's Supper only on the first Sunday of each 
quarter. He to ld me in great deta il how he demon
strated t hat the church in the New Testament ce l
ebrated the Supper every Sunday, castigated the man 
fo r not be lieving tha t, and proudly reported the con
versation as evidence that he had not left the faith . 

He failed to see his inconsistency. A harsher but 
sti ll factual wo rd wou ld be "his hypocrisy." H e had 
not eaten the Supper, contributed a d ime to t he needs 

of the church or engaged in any kind of corporate 
worship in over 25 years, but he could successfully 
debate the biblical frequency of the communion ser
VIce. 

Too many had rather argue for the truth than live 
the truth. 

It is good that churches of Christ have given em
phasis to be lieving the right th ings. That is impor
tant. But it is worthless if our believing does not re
sult in doi ng. 

The Importance of Preaching on Morality Today 

Because of the radica l shift in cultural attitudes to
ward morality in America, there is an ever-increasing 
need for a renewed emphasis from the pulpit on 
moral issues. 

Read through the Bible in one year! 

ONE 
YEAR 

BffiLE 

Each 15-minute daily reading includes a portion 
from the Old Testament, the New Testament, 
Psalms, and Proverbs. This arrangement of Scrip
ture brings variety and a fresh approach to each 
day's reading. Ideal for personal devotions, in
structional reading, and family Bible reading with 
children of all ages. 

If you want to spend more time on each section of 
Scripture, The One Year Bible provides you with 
alternative two- and three-year reading plans. 

English Standard Version paperback · 158-134-4449 

$18.99 
King James Version paperback · 0-8423-4608-2 

$18.95 
$4.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
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The newspapers and the television news and in
terview shows constantly glorify those who live to
gether without benefit of marriage, have affairs, have 
domestic partners of the same sex, even have parades 
and carry placards proclaiming, " I am gay." They 
glory in that which should be their shame, to use the 
words of Philippians 3 :19. 

A recent newspaper carried a proud announce
ment from a popular country singer and "her fiance" 
that she is pregnant. 

Lying, cheating, shoplifting, employee theft, 
underreporting taxable income, and even armed rob
bery are more and more common. Presently it is at 
least considered all right to speak against stealing 
and most other forms of dishonesty, but to condemn 
any form of sexual immorality is to stand con
demned oneself for intolerance and bigotry. 

This easy acceptance of sin has an impact on the 
church. We have to live in the world, and only by 
conscious conviction, constrained by the love of 
Christ, will we be able to live lives of nonconformity 
to rhe world. 

We need more preaching, reaching, encouraging, 
rebuking, and admonishing designed to help Chris
tians strengthen their moral convictions and live by 
them. 

Motivation for Moral living 

An emphasis on the love of Christ (2 Cor. 5:14 ), on 
God's gracious gift of salvation (Rom. 5 :20-21) and 
the sanctity of our bodies as the temple of God's 
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6: 18-20) are among the biblical 
doctrines used by the holy apostles and prophets to 
encourage holy living. We wou ld do well to give 
greater emphasis to the same doctrines with the same 
purpose in mind. · 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
FF 

on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some con- nect with that 
event. BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367·6216 
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The BEST Bible geography 
reference software available/ 

MANNA 

Bible 
v\})N 

Maps 
Bible Maps PLUS software is more 
than just maps ••• much more 

• 150 full-color maps of the Bible lands 
plus dozens of charts 

• City and feature "pop-up" information 

• Print maps in color or black and white 

• Over 400 pages of Bible-based text 

• Information on over 500 cities 

• Create and save your own notes 

• Import maps to PowerPoint® 

• Over 3,000 searchable items 

• Create color transparencies 

• Time lines and genealogies 

• Projection system ready 

• Full Bible concordance 

• Easy-to-use interface 

• 200 full-color photos 

• Editable text files 

• And much more! 

How accurate is Bible Maps? 
Bible maps were drawn using the latest survey and 
satellite imagery, and the text information was 
researched and verified by more than 200 scholarly 
works. The accuracy of the program is unsurpassed. 
telling you more about that person. Also included are 
time lines of the prophets and judges, a time line of 
biblical events and lime lines of the Old and New 
Testament books. 

$59.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from 
Firm Foundation • 



Directory -Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-

Livingston - 1101 W. Church· St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9: 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik..com 

-Aiaska
Anchora8e-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster- Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (V1 mi. east of 1-35) 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue 
99701. (907) 456,;4921. ' 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- South Carolina -
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Greer-GreerChurchofChrist,1215S.MainSt., 
373-5583 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

AI b 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
- a ama- 877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

-Tennessee-

Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
- California -

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. minister. 

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Sun. 9• 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344_ H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

-Colorado-

4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

"A Critical Review of the 'Anti' 
Position on Church Coopera
tion and Orphans Homes" by 
Ralph Gentry Is now online: 

www.infosharegroup.net 
Then click on "solutions." 
Note: Must use Adobe Acro
bat ReaderO. 

-A great idea
Give a gift subscription 

to Firm Foundation 
1·888-367-6216 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movemene with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Auswet•s 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lee· 
lures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Freed·Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 00000000000 BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 00000000000 BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Ert•ors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3W x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Corrmun 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment Is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

rGIITf.HPOL\JY 
CoiK[JUti 

Or 
0 UU>IlAH'o 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling 000 the status of the unbaptized 
dead 00. doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving 000 ~nd 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888} 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap· 
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 

approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard WinLers 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tex 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, diredory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
----·-- ··----~~-

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-time preacher with experience; married with 
family preferred. 75-member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

The Meridian church of Christ, in Meridian; 
Mississippi, is seeking candidates for a pulpit 
minister.Congregation consists of approximately 
100 members, with two Elders and three Deacons. 
Pay and be~efits negotiable. Please email inquiries 
to Twayne Mobley at htmobley@comcast.net. 

Full-time preacher needed for a sound congregation 
of the Lord's church ih Scott Depot, WV. 110-120 
members under oversight of elders. Nice brick bldg. 
and preacher's home. For more details, please visit 
our website at www.churchofchrist-scottdepot.org. 
Contact Lewy Moore, 118 Kilgore Rd., Scott 
Depot, WV 25560 or call (304) 757-7257 

American Standard Version 

The Old and New Testments 
• Center Column References 
• ASV Concordance (236 pgs.) 
• Bible Dictionary (118 pgs.) 
• Bible Maps 
• Fine Quality Bible Paper 
• Gold-imprinted with Gold Edges 
• Clear, readable type 
• 1454 pgs. 
• Black bonded leather 

0-940999-45-5 ........... $59.95 
• Burgundy Genuine leather 

0-940999-46-5 ........... $69.95 
• Burgundy hardcover 

0-94099-986-2 ........... $24.95 

New Testament 
• Genuine black leather 
•Gold edges 
•size 43/•"x7~"x 3/e" 

1-56794-939-0 ........... $24.95 
• Nolndexlngavallable 

$4.00s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

The church of Christ in Meadville. a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pennsylvania, is looking for a full
time gospel preacher to work with us. We can 
supply financial support of $500.00/week. If funher 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This might be ideal for someone nearing 
retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 
supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. You will find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We are committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same @ 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail speedbull1@aol.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of <llrist is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 175 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send r~sum~ (last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

Preachers Available 
"T eot maker" preacher available for appointments 
within driving distance of Memphis, Tenn. Twenty
five years experience. Graduate of Memphis School 
of Preaching. Possibly interested in full-time work. 
Contact Mac Ballard, 138 Henry St., Marion, AR 
72364. (870) 739-3718; (870) 225-1951 

for Sale 
--

Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 

Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227. (800) 766-4641 

Eng I ish Standard Version 

Deluxe and Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty,readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over /4,5000 references 
Book Introductions 

summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.2 pt. type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 
158-134-3507 .................. $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pt type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134-3876 ..................... $32.99 
Hardback Red letter 
158-134-3167 ..................... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3167 ..................... $29.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $18.99 
Classic Thinllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 ................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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-Panola Lectureship-
carthage Church of Christ • Carthage, Texas 

-March 18·15, 8008-

-The Last Days-

Sunday, Sept. 2& 

9:30 a.m ............ The Last Days of 2 Timothy 3:1-5 .................................... Barry Jones 
11 :00 a.m ..••........ Heaven, and What It Will Be Like to Be There .• H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
12:00 p.m ............ Fellowship Meal 
4:00 p.m ........•... Panel Discussion 
5:00 p.m ............ Congregational Singing 
5:30 p.m ...•........ What Is Hell Like? .........................•..•...••.••..•••.....••..•... Lindell Mitchell 
6:30 p.m •..•...•.... Where Does the Spirit Go at Death? ............................ Foy Forehand 

Monday, Sept. 28 
7:15 p.m ••...•...... The Christian and Death .................................................... Paul Hillier 
8:00 p.m .•...••...•. The Second Coming and the Thessalonian Epistles •.... Jackie Smart 

Tuesday, Sept. 27 
7:15 p.m ............ In View of the Second Coming, What Manner of Persons 

............•..••. Ought We to Be? .•••.••.•.•••••........••..•.••...•...•..............•.....•.... Allen Hahn 
8:00 p.m ...........• Before Christ Comes Let's Take the Gospel 

..•............... to the Whole World .............•........•.....•...........•....•.....•....•.... Mark Sloan 

Wednesday, Sept. 28 
7:15 p.m ............ Premillennialism Explained and Exposed .................... Steve Wiggins 
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Denominational Baptism, No. 4 
By G. C. Brewer, deceased 

Baptism for (11Eis") Remission of Sins 
In the book called "Sweeney's Sermons," which gives 
a series of sermons by John S. Sweeney, we have one 
sermon on the subject, "Baptism for Remission of 
Sins." The first paragraph of that sermon is as fol
lows: 

We shou ld endeavor to avoid extremes. 
There is a manifest proneness among men, 
and especially men of earnest natures, to go 
to extremes upon all subjects. This has been 
quite conspicuously developed in the differ
ent theories of the importance o f baptism. 
My brethren are supposed to hold an ex
treme positio n on this questi on ; at least, 
they are frequently so represented, and this 
should admonish them to be cautious. 

If we would all follow Brother Sweeney's advice, 
we would not on ly do much more good among the 
people who do not know the truth, but we would 
also avoid many occasions of controversy among 
ourselves. Extremes work in what the doctors call a 
"vicious circle." Extremes cause controversies, and 
controversies sometimes cause extremes; but those 
who wish to teach the word of the Lord in the most 

effective way wil! always prayerfully endeavor to 

avoid all extreme positions, and also to avoid all use
less controversies. The only way we can correct the 
error of any man is to see the error from his view
point. Some people oppose the doctrine of baptism 
for the remission of sins because of a misunderstand
ing of the use of the word for. Here we give some at
tention to that word. 

For 
An unabridged, English dictionary shows that the 
word for is used as a preposition, as a conjunction, 
and also as a noun. This last-mentioned use is very 
rare, and may not be in best of taste, but it is some
times so used as w hen we say: "The "fors" outnum
bered those who were against the position." But the 
same authority shows that the word for, when used 
as a preposition, has as many as thirty different 
meanings, and the first meaning is given as: "A sub
stitute or an equivalent, noting equal value or satis
factory compensation, whether in barter and sale, in 
contract, or in punishment, as: 'Joseph gave them 
bread in exchange for horses and for flocks and for 
the cattle of the herds."' 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Why Persecute Me? 
By H. A. {Buster) Dobbs 

On the road to Damascus, near the city 
of Damascus, Saul of Tarsus heard 
Jesus, saying, "Why are you persecut

ing me?" 
Saul thought he had good reason to oppress 

the fo llowers of the man from Galilee. His ha
tred of the people who believed in Jesus and the 
resurrection was total. 

He was convinced that the fl esh of Jesus lay · L..----...!1~~ 
rotting in an unknown grave. ·' 

Jesus' followers were simple, yet guileless people. 
Saul held them in disdain. He believed that in persecuting the 

friends of Jesus, he was doing God a service Uohn.16:2). 
When on tria l before King Agrippa, Saul des~riqes his former 

attitude and action: 

I veri ly thought with myself that I ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I also 
did in Jerusalem: and I both shut up many of the saints in 
prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, 
and when they were put to death I gave my vcite against 
them. And punishing them oftentimes in all t he syna
gogues, I strove tO make them blaspheme; and being ex
ceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto 
foreign cities (Acts 26:9). 

Now, out on the highway, near the Syrian capital, bathed in a 
blinding ligh t, he heard the voice of the one w hose body, he 
thought, was decaying in a forgotten tomb. It was shocking! 

The plaintive voice was asking the reason fo r his heartless be
havior- "Why are you persecuting me?" 

To persecute sa ints is to persecute Jesus; to persecute Jesus is 
to persecute the church, because the church is the people. 

T he church is the body of Jesus (Eph. 1:22-23). 
Jesus is the head of the church (Col. 1:18-19). 
W hen the body suffers, the head suffers. 
Dishonoring the holy institution for w hich Jes~s ~ ied is to trod 

"under foot the Son of God," and count "the blood of the covenant 
. . . an unholy thing," and do "despite unto the Spirit of grace." 

Saul was temporally sightless, and deeply penitent. The man 
who breathed "threats and slaughter against the :disciples of the 
Lord" now breathed brokenhearted prayer. 

Saul was a well-educated man; having attended the celebrated 
school of Gamaliel. He was expert in the law and z~? lous for God 
(Acts 22:3 ). 



Saul's vaunted knowledge, high position, and powerful poten
tial inspired a towering hatred of the disciples of Jesus. 

It is strange that a man with such credentials could sink to such 
depths of sin and slaughter. 

Though taught in the best Jewish school of his day, he was nev
ertheless ignorant because he was unbelieving (1 Tim. 1:13). Igno
rance and unbelief are wedded. A man of impeccable educational 
attainment and large intellectual capacity can be ignorant ... about 
some things. 

Terminal degrees secured at the best universities do not guar
antee a good understanding of even the basics of revelation. In 
fact, it may be just the opposite because sitting at the feet of unbe
lieving teachers is almost certain to rub-off on the student. He may 
come out the exit door of education, clutching his diploma, but 
stiJJ ignorant1 ••• ignorant for not believing what God claims for 
the Bible - that it is the word of God and therefore perfect. 

The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul: the testi
mony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple. The pre
cepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart: the com
mandment of Jehovah. is pure, enlightening the eyes. The 
fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring forever: the ordinances 
of Jehovah are true and righteous altogether (Ps. 19:7-9). 

Belief is the product of knowing facts and truth. Words of God 
(wisdom) bring deep-seated conviction and unconquerable faith 
(Rom. 10: 17). It is universally available to all who seek wisdom by 
diligent study, to which we should give ourselves wholly (Prov. 
9:3-6; 1 Tim. 4:13-16; 2 Tim. 2:15). 

Saul was later to declare that the message of the cross is fool
ishness to the Greeks and a stumbling block to the Jews. But to 
those who believe, said Saul, this "foolishness of God" is "the wis
dom of God" (1 Cor. 1:18-25).2 

The sincere anger and zealous rage of Saul, provoked by his 
conviction that .friends of Jesus were enemies of Moses, was unex
ampled. 

Instead of correctly seeing the emergence of Jesus as fulfill
ment of all that Moses and prophets had said (Deut. 18:15; Acts 
3:22), he viewed the peasant from Nazareth as a rival of Moses 
and as hostile to Jewish law, in which Saul was expert. 

The followers of Jesus correctly thought they were right "in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding" and all others were wrong. 

1 It is also true that humble men can receive the best possible education, and still maintain 
their total respect for and absolute commitment to the word of God. There are many shin
ning examples of this in our great brotherhood. 

Prov 1:5-7: "That the wise man may hear, and increase in learning; And that the man of 
understanding may anain unto sound counsels: To understand a proverb, and a figure, 
The words of the wise, and their dark sayings. The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of 
knowledge; But the foolish despise wisdom and instruction." 

1 The biblical concept of wisdom, therefore, is quite different from the classical view of 
wisdom, which sought through philosophy and man's rational thought to determine the 
mysteries of existence and the universe. The first principle of biblical wisdom is that man 
should humble himself before God in reverence and worship, obedient to His commands 
(Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers) 
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The man from Tarsus was not happy with this. 
Saul's unhappiness threw him into a fit of violent 

opposition. He saw Jesus and his followers as exclu
sive. Saul understood them to say, If you follow Jesus, 
you leave Moses for this higher ground, but continue 
to honor Moses. If you try to go back to Moses, he 
sends you forward to Jesus ... (Acts 3 :22) 

The selectivity of the gospel requires moving 
from Moses to Jesus. 

Jesus claims that he is the sole way of coming to 
the Heavenly Father Uohn 14:6). 

Saul saw this, misunderstood it, and committed 
himself to violent opposition because he did not like 
it. It was not politically correct (PC). 

He thought it too restrictive - never mind the 
restrictiveness of Judaism. 

If no one comes to the father but by Jesus ... if 
the name of Jesus is the selective and exclusive path 
to God and to glory ... if salvation is only in him ... 
then we may not, with open eyes, be followers of 
Mohammad, Buddha, Confucius, Luther, Calvin, the 
King of England, or any other human oracle. 
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Our total commitment must be exclusively to 
Jesus . .. "there is salvation in no other name" (Acts 
4:12). 

We learn from others, but the teaching of Mes
siah overrules all other spiritual teaching. His word 
... his law ... is supreme. All else is secondary. 

As a practical matter, loyalty to Jesus eliminates 
as authoritative and binding every religious-creed
book of man. 

Creed-books make denominations. 
Denominations, by definition, make division. 
Division in the church is sin (Gal. 5 :20). 
Only revelation and confirmation could turn 

Saul around. The Son of God spoke to him (revela
tion) and a great light shone around him and he was 
blind (confirmation) and he cried out, "Lord, what 
will you have me do?" (Acts 22:6, 10). Being made 
literally blind, caused Saul to recognize and admit his 
spiritual blindness. 

We are to give "the more earnest heed" to the 
things spoken by Jesus and the apostles because 
those words were confirmed by "signs .. . wonders ... 
manifold powers ... and gifts of the Holy Spirit" 
(Heb. 4:3-4). 

In religion, the Bible is absolute authority. There 
is none other. 

Uninspired words must never be preferred over 
divine revelation. 

By the way, in the time of Saul, revelation was in 
process. By the end of the first century, it was com
plete - finished - "once for all delivered" Uude 
1:3). 

The New Testament was fully revealed and 
firmly established in the first century of the Christian 
era. 

It is today the "once for all delivered faith" Uude 
1 :3). We must neither add to it nor take from it (Gal. 
1:6-9; Rev. 22:18-19). 

God does not speak directly to people today, 
and, therefore, does not give confirming signs. His 
word is committed to a book, and the demonstration 
of its truthfulness is also in the book. 

Saul's colossal mistake of loathing Jesus and his 
company of believers (Christ's church, or church of 
Christ) recurs in virtually every generation. 

Even in the first century, when the apostles were 
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alive and miracles were commonplace, there were 
detractors and harping critics. 

It defies imagination that friends of the apostles 
and prophets and witnesses of the divine favor could 
disagree with established truth, but they did. For ex
ample: 

·:·One man, who loved the present world, for
sook Paul (2 Tim. 4:10) 

·:·From among the church, especially the elders, 
men arose speaking perverse things, and drew away 
the disciples (Acts 20:29) 

·:·Another, seeking power and prominence, re
fused hospitality to evangelists and rejected the 
teaching of the new covenant in favor of his own 
foolish sentiments (3 John 1: 12). 

·:·Some perverted the sacred supper of the Lord 
(1 Cor. 11:27-29) 

·:·Others said the resurrection was past already 
and overthrew the faith of some (2 Tim. 2:18) 

·:·Jewish converts made circumcision a condition 
of salvation (Acts 15:1) 

·:· The bad girls of Corinth disrobed (unveiled) in 
the assembly of the saints (1 Cor. 11:5 -6) 

·:·A few women attempted to preach in the first
day-of-the-~eek assembly of the church, violating 
the male-headship principle (1 Cor. 14:34) 

In the modern world some misguided members 
of the church promote doctrines and positions that 
are contrary to sound doctrine. Example: 

·:·Fellowship ping denominations ... making the 
church a denomination and therefore guilty of sinful 
division 

·:·Eating the Lord's Supper promiscuously (on 
days other than the first-day-of-the-week) 

·:·Denigrating the Lord's Supper, i.e., calling the 
unleavened bread "fish food," and the fruit of the 
vine "grape juice" or "kool-aid" 

·:·Denying the necessity of water baptism 
·:·Rejecting male headship 
·:· Rejecti,ng verbal inspiration and the inerrancy 

of scriptures 
·:·Innovating mechanical music in worship of 

God - the Bible says "sing" 
·:· Emotion over reason - how you feel, versus 

what you know (to know and obey truth brings 
peace, but eqwtion of itself is not proof of pardon) 

Because it is hard to kick against the goads does 
not keep people from kicking the goads (Acts 26:14). 

Even wise men- university professors- kick 
the goads. They get stabs and bloody wounds, but 
they keep on kicking. Hats off to the devil. 

Question : Why are you persecuting me? 
Answer: Power - prestige - money - approval 

- renown - applause - acceptance - and gratifi
cation. It boils down to popularity. 

There is floating around in the brotherhood a 
document called, Christian Affirmation. It is being 
discussed and debated in secret. To be part of the dis
cussion one must take an oath of secrecy. Those who 
may offer a strong, but polite protest are excluded. 

May it "wither in the furrows" from whence it 
sprung (Ezek. 17 :1 0) . 

Thou therefore, my ch ild, be strengthened 
in the grace that is in C hrist J esus .... Re
member Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 
of the seed of David, according to my gos
pel: wherein I suffer hardship unto bonds, 
as a malefactor; but the word of God is not 
bound. Therefore I endure all things for 
the elect's sake, that they also may obtain 
the salvation which is in Christ J esus with 
eternal glory (2 Tim. 2:1 , 8-10). 
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present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Fi rm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 

Firm Foundation, Legacy 
Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 
281 469-3540 • had@att.net 

February 2006 5 
firm Foundation 



Denominational Baptism, No. 4 
(continued on page 6) 

Since this is one meaning that the word for has, 
and since some people never know but one meaning 
of a word and do not even seem to realize that it can 
have more than one meaning, we readily see why 
such people would repudiate the idea that baptism is 
for the remission of sins. They do not believe that 
baptism deserves s~ch a reward. 

They do not believe that baptism is equivalent to, 
or a fair price to pay for, remission of sins. In this, of 
course, they are correct. They have the wrong idea 
of the meaning of the preposition for when used by 
the apostle Peter in Acts 2:38. 

When people who hold this idea of the meaning 
of for are compelled to face the plain statement of the 
Holy Scriptures, they begin to see that their idea must 
be wrong, and they will cast about to find some ex
planation of this passage. Then they discover that for 
must have a different meaning from the one just 
given, and soon they learn that the word sometimes 
has the meaning of "because of," and they can find 
many examples of such a use of the word for. We ask 
a child, "What are you crying for?" and the answer is, 
"Because I hurt my foot." "What did you strike 
Johnny for?" "Because he got my top." This explana
tion satisfies these inquirers. They just know that 
baptism does not merit salvation or remission of sins. 
Therefore, for could not mean equal in value when 
used in this passage, and now they see that for some
times means "because of," and they think at once this 
clears up the trouble. Baptism is because of the remis
sion of sins. Of course, an analytical study of the pas
sage will show that repentance and baptism are con
nected by a coordinate conjunction, and that both are 
for the same purpose. If baptism is because of remis
sion of sins, so also is repentance; and, therefore, a 
man is saved before he repents or is baptized. And 
since some of the denominations, the Baptists in par
ticular, teach that repentance precedes faith, and 
since the definition "because of" as the meaning of 
for here would force the conclusion that the man is 
saved before he repents, of course he is, therefore, 
saved before he believes. This is a sufficient refuta
tion of the claim that is made here, but it is not always 
a sufficient explanation for the puzzled minds of 
those who first hear this theory exploded. The fol
lowing explanation should relieve their trouble: 

.6 February 2006 
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Unto 

"Unto." When we consult the Greek, we discover 
that there are at least three words in the Greek lan
guage that mean for, or that are translated for in the 
English. These words are peri, gar, and eis. When the 
word for has either of the two meanings given in the 
above paragraphs, it is not from the Greek word eis, 
but from one of the others. In Acts 2:38 the word 
that is translated for in the King James Version is eis 
in the Greek, and it is translated unto by the Revised 
Version. This is a better translation, because it re
moves the trouble that we got into by consulting the 
English dictionary for the meaning of the word for. 

Unto shows that the purpose of the command is 
to receive or to obtain remission of sins. It shows 
that the action is progressive, leading forward and 
not looking backward. When we consult ·a Greek 
lexicon for the meaning of the preposition e~s, we 
will find that it has more meanings than the English 
word for has. In that respect it is entirely different. 
For does sometimes mean "because of, on account of, 
or looks back and states a conclusion- from some
thing that has preceded." Eis never looks back; it al
ways looks forward or points to something that is to 
follow an action. Therefore, it leads to, toward, 
unto, into, etc. When we read, therefore, that bap
tism is unto the remission of sins, there is no possibil
ity for the conclusion that baptism looks back to sins 
already forgiven. We are forced to see that it looks 
forward to sins forgiven at the end of the obedience. 

When the Bible says that baptism is unto the re
mission of sins, and the Baptists say that baptism is 
because of remission of sins, we can all see that they 
point in opposite directions. The Baptists teach that 
baptism points backward, and the Bible teaches that 
baptism points forward; and, therefore, the Baptist 
arrow points toward the west and the.·Bible arrow 
points toward the east. You would better take the 
Bible direction. Which way were you looking when 
you were baptized, brother? 
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First Priority? 
By Willard Wizemann 

J
esus' Great Commission makes evangelistic out

reach the first priority of his church. An essen
tial corollary is training faithful men who will 
train others (2 Tim. 2:24 ). 

When you ask an adult Bible class what the 
church's primary mission is, the eager response is "to 
preach the gospel." If you ask who is responsible for 
executing the Lord's orders, they boldly declare, "It 
is the duty of every Christian." They are right, but I 
wonder how serious the assertions are. 

Two tests validate or invalidate truth claims. 
What people do relative to claims demonstrates or 
belies assertions. Then observing how they allocate 
money relative to the claim confirms or denies its ve
racity. 

A man claiming to love his wife and family while 
refusing to work and provide support is a liar. The 
Lord judges him worse than an unbeliever ( 1 Tim. 
5 :8). If the same man works but refuses to support 
his family, he is still worse than an unbeliever. Mak
ing thes~ assertions to the readership of the Firm 
Foundation is like preaching to the choir. No one 
disputes them. But what happens when the same 
tests are applied to assertions about the primacy of 
evangelism? If the tests are valid (and they are), they 
show the truth or falsity of the assertions. 

To apply the tests accurately we must not dilute 
our focus. Unrelated information must not be in
jected into the testing procedure. Adding unrelated 
data corrupts results. Since our focus is evangelistic 
outreach, we must apply the tests exclusively to 
evangelism. 

Brethren sometimes confuse building programs 
with evangelism. I am all for building serviceable 
buildings wherever they are needed, but erecting a 
building is not evangelism. Nor is funding a 
children's home or a Christian school providing 
training in secular subjects. Schools training evange
lists are the exception. Preparing evangelists is a nec
essary corollary to evangelism (2 Tim. 2: 12). Sus
tained growth requires a steady supply of preachers. 
They plant and nurture churches. 

Applying the tests to claims asserting the primacy 
of evangelism is revealing. In many congregations 

confident claims are unsubstantiated. What churches 
do relative to the claim and how they allocate funds 
to the enterprise sustains this negative observation. 

In the experience of a number of evangelists, 
raising funds to construct a building is much easier 
than seeking funds to fill the building through evan
gelism. This is generally true regardless of what kind 
of building you are erecting - a place of worship, a 
school, or a clinic. Brethren like to see something 
tangible on the ground and readily capitalize such a 
project. When buildings are placed above evangelism 
in our priorities, those priorities are misplaced. 
When this happens, our priorities are not the Lord's 
priorities. These auxiliary works are essential, but 
Jesus made evangelism the first-priority of his church 
(Matt. 28: 18-20). The happy results of evangelism 
give rise to opportunities to serve in all other areas of 
ministry. 

Consider an example highlighting the reason for 
my concern. It concerns the second half of the Great 
Commission. As you know the first directive is to go 
and make disciples among all nations. The second 
half is to teach these same disciples to observe all 
Jesus taught. 

I am honored to have a small part in three sepa
rate programs training men who will train others. 
Each school is located outside the United States. In 
each setting the men involved evidence deep per
sonal commitment and possess excellent academic 
credentials. In two of the programs brethren travel 
from place to place offering a collegiate level biblical 
education. There is no financial cost to students be
yond personal expenses. They are simply charged to 
share what they learn with their own people. 

When a cadre of local Christians can be ad
equately trained, they become the instructors. The 
school quickly becomes nationalized. The expense of 
bringing students to the States is avoided. Providing 
instruction in their native culture is less stressful on 
student families. The temptation to stay in the 
United States is avoided. Not a few good men have 
been overwhelmed by the material advantages of this 
country electing not to return and evangelize their 
homeland. 
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The program has proven effective in a number of 
nations. Souls are being saved and native preachers 
are planting churches. The zeal and competence of 
the teachers is reflected in the students. It is an im
pressive work. It is a work consistent with the Lord's 
priorities. Sadly the men conducting these efforts are 
required to raise their own salary! 

When not in the field, they must spend much of 
their time raising money. This time is needed for 
family and preparing future class. Instead, they are 
reduced to competing with everyone else clamoring 
for funds. Elders with straight faces speaking in som
ber tones have the temerity to ask highly qualified 
men to raise their own salary! 

Imagine General Electric soliciting applications 
for a position requiring a minimum of a Master's de
gree, a proven record, and sterling character. One of 
the candidates interviewed is told, "Congratulations, 
you are our number one pick. If you agree to raise 
your own salary and expect no benefits from us, you 
can come to work. We will happily assign you to the 
most difficult tasks in the most dangerous fi elds of 
operation. Not only do we require much and offer 
nothing, but there is no retirement plan or any fringe 
benefit whatsoever. When would you like to start?" 
Who would agree to that arrangement? 

Believe it or not, in the church, good families do 
it because of a compelling love for souls. They bear 
all the burdens and make all the sacrifices. They are 
aware of being exploited by Christians living an 
overly indulgent lifestyle. Nevertheless, they are 
compelled by the Great Commission. Their willing
ness to suffer gross exploitation for the good of the 
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cause is no excuse to exploit them! It is not right to 
denigrate anyone. Brethren ought to make immedi
ate corrections. 

Applying common-sense to this situation high
lights glaring flaws. For example, in the business 
world I would tell the folks at General Electric, "If 
I'm to capitalize my own efforts, make my own ar
rangements, set up my own operation, and work 
without your support, why do I need you? If I ac
complish all of that, the last thing I need is you 
micromanaging my operation from a distance. If you 
are unwilling to commit resources to the effort, what 
entitles you to manage it?" 

In the business world making this offer is readily 
seen as absurd, but some think it is not absurd in the 
church. They are mistaken. You cannot claim to have 
evangelistic outreach as the first-priority occupying 
this ground. This approach is so wrong-headed it is 
difficult to know where to begin critiquing it. 

I begin noting it not only violates fairness and 
decency, it violates the Scriptures. Jesus said, "So 
whatever you wish that others would do to you, do 
also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets" 
(Matt. 7:12 ESV). Nobody wants to spend years 
preparing for a difficult dangerous task and be re
quired to raise his own support. The men who re
quire others to do it will not do it themselves. How 
Elders can impose this arrangement with a clear con
science is a mystery. How men with good jobs, ample 
financial resources, and secure retirement funds can 
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allow it is beyond knowing. Evangelistic outreach is 
not the first-priority where these conditions exist. 

The New Testament says emphatically those who 
preach and teach have the right to be supported by 
those who are taught. Paul said, "Let him who is 
taught the word share in all good things with him 
who teaches" (Gal. 6:2). His most prolonged discus
sion of compensation for preachers and teachers is 
recorded in 1 Corinthians 9:4-14: 

Do we have no right to eat and drink? ... Or 
is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to 
refrain from working? Who ever goes to war 
at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard 
and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a 
flock and does not drink of the milk of the 
flock? Do I say these things as a mere man? 
Or does not the law say the same also? For it 
is written that he who plows should plow in 
hope, and he who threshes in hope should be 
partaker of his hope. If we have sown spiri
tual things for you, is it a great thing if we 
reap your material things? ... Do you not 
know that those who minister in the holy 
things eat of the things of the temple, and 
those who serve at the altar partake of the 
offerings of the altar? Even so the Lord has 
commanded that those who preach the gospel 
should Jive from the gospel. 

Everyone knows Paul refrained from asserting 
his right of support in some communities. Sometimes 
it appears he did it because of the immature attitude 
of brethren. At other times is appears he recognized 
the inability of the people where he served to sup
port him. Brethren should be willing to make sacri
fices for the good of the cause in such circumstances. 
But we are not facing that situation today. The great
est concentration of New Testament Christians lives 
in the richest country in the history of the world. 
Their ability to travel unimpeded is without parallel. 
We have the money, technology, and ability to take 
the gospel to those outside of Christ. It is not a ques
tion of ability; it is a question of will. Do we have the 
will to do as the Lord directs? Are our priorities his? 

We must examine ourselves to see if indeed we 
are in the faith. We should ask if it is really necessary 
to seek the righteousness of the King and his king
dom first (Matt. 6:33). If it is necessary, we must rec
ognize evangelism is the first-priority because it was 
his first-priority. If we find we do not currently share 
the Lord's first-priority, we must make his priority 
our own. But how can we tell if our priorities are in 
sync with his? 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Matt. 
18:11). It is easy to examine what you do in support
ing that effort. Secondly, consider how you allocate 
funds toward it. This reveals your first-priority. 

Do you participate in evangelistic outreach at 
home or abroad? If not, it is not the first-priority. Get 
involved today. Do you finance preaching and teach
ing the gospel to the extent of your ability? Before 
answering, consider these questions. Do you spend 
more on personal grooming (hair, nails, etc.) than on 
the kingdom? Do you spend more hunting, fishing, 
golfing, etc. than supporting the kingdom? Do you 
spend more eating out weekly than you contribute to 
the Lord's work? Are you currently investing more in 
clothes than preaching the gospel? Answering these 
simple questions validates or invalidates the claim to 
hold evangelistic outreach as the first-priority. 

When a Christian devotes more resources to 
mundane physical concerns than supporting the 
cause of Christ, the kingdom is not his first-priority. 
Let us carefully examine ourselves. Our spending 
must reflect the realization the gospel is the only 
power of salvation (Rom. 1: 16). By our actions and 
allocations we validate our assertions of loyalty. 
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Raised to Be Praised 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

This Jesus God has raised up, of which we [the 
apostles] are all witnesses. Therefore being 
exalted at the right hand of God" (Acts 2:32-

33a). "When He raised Him from the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principalities and power, might and domin
ion, and every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in that which is to come" (Eph. 1 :20a-21). 

Importance of the Resurredion 
Jesus' resurrection is one of the major themes of the 
New Testament. Christianity is built on his resurrec
tion. It is the foundation fact that was preached to 
convert people to Christ (Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:10, 33; 
5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 34; 17:3, 31; 26:8, 23). 

Much is at stake for the followers of Christ as to 
whether or not Jesus triumphantly arose, came out 
of the tomb, and left it empty. Paul summarized in 1 
·Corinthians 15 the conclusions to be drawn if Jesus 
was not raised. 

• "Our preaching is vain and your faith is vain" 
(14). 

• "We are found false witnesses" (15). 
• "Your faith is futile, and you are still in your 

sins!" (17). 
• "Those who have fallen asleep in Christ have 

perished" (18). 
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• "We are of all men the most pitiable" (19). 
The benefits of the resurrection of Jesus are 

many. The following are results and blessings be
cause he rose from the dead: 

• We live because he lives Oohn 14:10). 
• Jesus is Lord and Christ (Acts 2:32-36), the 

Lord of the dead and living (Rom. 14:9). 
• We are saved by his life (Rom. 5:10). 
• In baptism we share his resurrection to a new 

life (Rom. 6:4), the forgiveness of sins (Col. 2:12-
13), and salvation (1 Pet. 3:21). 

• We shall be raised and changed from physical 
to spiritual beings (1 Co,r. 15:44, 51-52; Phil. 3:21). 

• We have victory over death through him (1 
Cor. 15 :57) and will share his resurrection (2 Cor. 
4:14; 1 Thess. 4:14). 

• We should live for him (2 Cor. 5:15) and expe
rience the power of his resurrection (Phil. 3:1 0). 

• We have hope of heaven because he was raised 
(1 Pet. 1:3, 4). 

The Empty Tomb 

All who accept the Gospel documents as accurate 
history generally agree that the tomb was empty the 
third day after Jesus' crucifixion. The empty tomb 
does not prove the resurrection, but if Jesus' body 
was still there, and the tomb was not empty, then a 
resurrection did not occur. The empty tomb de
mands an explanation. 

Those who deny Jesus' resurrection seek to ex
plain away Jesus' miraculous departure from the 
tomb, thus leaving it empty. The following are some 
explanations: 

The body was stolen. 

This was the first statement concerning why the 
tomb was empty. When the chief priests heard the 
report of the guards, they agreed with the elders to 
give the guards large sums of money to say, "His dis
ciples came at night and stole him away while we 
slept" (Matt. 28:13 ). This explanation has flaws: 

• How did the guards know who stole the body 
if they slept? 

• It is unthinkable that those who stole the body 



would unwrap it, carry it out naked, and leave the 
clothing lying in an orderly fashion Oohn 20:4-7). 
Delay by doing this would have jeopardized a speedy 
escape and mean that they might be discovered. 

• The noise caused by rolling away the huge 
stone and the commotion in the tomb would have at
tracted at least one of the guards. 

• After leaving the tomb, getting past the guards 
wou ld have posed a problem. 

• The guards wou ld not have been so careless 
knowing that they faced the penalty of death if they 
failed in their watch. Herod put guards to death after 
Peter escaped from a jail (Acts . 12: 19). 

• No record is given of the Jews trying to find 
Jesus' body or to bribe an informant. T heir bribing 
Judas is evidence that this is something they would 
do (Mart. 26:15). 

• What success could the followers of Jesus ex
pect to have of convincing people that Jesus was 
raised? The apostles showed no doubt but deep con
viction (Acts 4 : 19-20). 

• What could they hope to gain by preaching the 
resurrection? 

• They continued to preach the resurrection in 
the face of threats (Acts 4:18; 5:40-41), persecution, 
and death (Acts 12:1-2) . 

• Such an effort of deception is contrary to the 
nature of those who wrote the New Testament. They 
were simple men who warned against false teachers 
(2 Cor. 11:13; 2 Pet. 2:2; 1 John 4 :1), so why would 
they condemn themselves in their preaching? 

Jesus swooned on the cross 
but revived in the coolness of the tomb. 

Along with others, the Muslims are the largest group 
that deny Jesus died on the cross. This is clear from a 
statement in the Qur'an concerning Jesus, "They 
killed him not, nor did they cause his death on the 
cross, but he was made to appear to them as such" 
(Part VI. Chap. 4, 157). A footnote states, "Jesus 
traveled in the East after his unfortunate experience 
at the hands of the Syrian Jews, and preached to the 
lost ten tribes of the Israelites who had settled in the 
East, in Afghanistan and Kashmir" (Part III. Chap. 3, 
44, footnote 424). A comment on another ve rse, 
"This verse is a conclusive proof that Jesus died a 
natural death, and is not now alive in heaven" (Part 
VII. Chap. 5, 117, footnote 752). "Kashmir has a 
tomb, which every avai lable evidence shows to be 
the tomb of Jesus himself" (Part XVII. Chap, 23, 50, 
footnote 1723). 

The swoon theory poses a number of problems: 
• The soldiers saw that Jesus was already dead. 

"But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 
and immediately blood and water came out" Oohn 
19:24). The flow of blood and water is evidence that 
he was dead. 

• Joseph and Nicodemus would have known he 
was alive and not wrapped his body for burial (Matt. 
27:59; Mark 15 :46; Luke 23:53; John 19:38-40). 

• In his enfeebled condition he wou ld have had 
difficulty removing the wrappings from his body. Re
member that after Jesus raised Lazarus, he requested 
that others remove grave clothing which bound him 
hand and foot Oohn 11:44). 

• In his weakened state from beatings and being 
six hours on the cross, he would not have been able 
from inside the tomb to roll away the large stone that 
sea led the entry. Others removed the stone that 
blocked the door of Lazarus' tomb Qohn 11 :41). 

• The sound of moving a large stone would have 
awakened the guards if they were asleep or immedi
ately caught their attention if they were awake. 

• The tomb was cut out into the rock (Matt. 
27:60; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53) with only one en
trance. This was the only way to escape past the 
guards. 
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• If Jesus successfully walked out of the tomb, 
how would he get past the guards without detection? 

• If Jesus returned to the disciples, where did he 
hide? How did he disappear without detection by 
the Jews? 

The women went to an empty tomb, but it was the 
wrong tomb. 

This explanation is given by some because the angel 
said, "He is not here" (Matt. 28:6; Mark 16:6; 
24:6), implying Jesus' body was in another tomb. 
This explanation is very unlikely. 

• If the statement, "He is not here," meant he is 
in another tomb, the women would have asked for 
directions to the right tomb and found it. But the an
gel also gave the reason he was not there, "He is 
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay." 

• The women knew the location of the tomb for 
they watched to see where he was buried (Matt. 
27:61; Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55). 

• If they were confused, they could have checked 
with Joseph and Nicodemus who buried Jesus and 
found the right tomb. 

• Mary Magdalene also went to the wrong tomb 
Uohn 20:1-2). 

• Peter and John also went to the wrong tomb 
Uohn 20:2-6). 
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• Joseph and Nicodemus, who knew the right 
tomb, could have checked, as had Peter and John, 
and discovered the mistake. 

• If no guards were present, the women would 
have realized they had gone to the wrong tomb. 

• Jesus' body was the only one in the tomb Uohn 
19:41), so the women could not have made a mis
take by looking in the wrong place in the tomb. 

• The tomb was in a garden Oohn 19:41) and 
not among many other small tombs. It was a new one 
cut into the rock that was large enough for people to 
enter. The inability to identify such a tomb would 
have been difficult. 

• The Jews could have gone to the right tomb, 
produced the body, and exposed the hoax of the res
urrection perpetrated by the apostles. 

Jesus' Followers Hallucinated. 

People hallucinate because they strongly expect to 
see what they want to see. "Hallucinations of this 
kind always 'happen as a climax to a period of exag
gerated wishful thinking'" (quotation from John R. 
Scott, Basic Christianity, p. 55, by J.A. Schep, The 
Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, "Res
urrection of Jesus," p. 82. 

• The apostles did not expect the resurrection 
for they failed to understand and accept Jesus' 
prophecy that he would rise (Matt. 16:21-22; Mark 
9:9-10; 18:33-34). 

• Even after they saw Jesus, some doubted he 
had arisen from death (Matt. 28:17; Mark 16:8, 11, 
14; Luke 24:11, 37; John 20:24-25). 

• Hallucination by five hundred people (1 Cor. 
15:6) at the same time would be very unlikely. 

• Mter he arose, he assured his apostles he was 
not a spirit but had flesh and bones (Luke 24:39, 40) 
that they could see. 

• Jesus ate before the apostles (Luke 24:43) and 
with them (Acts 10:41) to prove his body was real. 
He asked Thomas to put his finger in his hands and 
feet and his hand in his side Uohn 20:27). 

• The Jews could have quickly dispelled a hallu
cination that Jesus was resurrected by producing his 
body, for it would still have been in the tomb. 

Jesus is alive in the kerygma, 
the message preached, but not in a resurreded •ocly. 

A loved one who dies in a sense can still live in the 
minds of those who knew them. This is what is 
meant by the theory that Jesus lives in the kerygma. 
It purposes that Jesus is brought to life in the minds 



of those who receive the message concerning his life 
and teaching, but denies the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus. 

• Such a theory flies in the face of the historic in
formation in the Gospels. 

• It rejects the message of the first men who 
preached the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

• No writers thought of this theory until modern 
times. 

• It does not explain the empty tomb. 
• It does not account for the physical proofs 

Jesus gave after his resurrection (Luke 24:39-43; 
John 20:27). 

Jesus is risen. 

Luke, who examined the evidence, wrote concern ing 
Jesus, "He also presented himself alive after his suf
fering by many infallible proofs" (Acts 1:3 ). Luke did 
not write all these proofs, but his knowledge of them 
convinced him that Jesus was resurrected. 

Not only Luke, but many others of that period 
could examine the evidence. Pau l declared it was 
available by stating that the resurrection and the 
events that shaped Christianity were not done in a 
corner (Acts 26:26). Those who heard Peter and the 
apostles preach the resurrection of Jesus (Acts 2:32) 
were near enough to the vicinity where these things 
took place to examine the tomb and question those 
who had seen Jesus. 

After the first sermon, about 3,000 believed (Acts 
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2:41). Many of them had seen Jesus' miracles (Acts 
2:22) and knew the scriptures that predicted his resur
rection (Acts 2:27). Based on this information they 
accepted him as Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36-41). The 
number of believe rs quickly grew to around 5,000 
men. 

The existence of the church is one of the greatest 
testi monies that Jesus came triumphantly alive from 
the tomb. The thousands who accepted Jesus as the 
Messiah who lived near where the resurrection took 
place and who were able to examine the facts are tes
timony that t he evidence was overwhelming that Jesus 
was raised and is the living risen Lord and Christ. 

Conclusion 
The arguments against the resurrection are so weak 
that they only strengthen the conclusion that Jesus 
was resurrected . Brother J.W. McGarvey correctly 
observed, "The resurrection ofJesus is established by 
the absurdity of all efforts to account in another way 
for the di sappearance of his dead body" (Commen
tary on Matthew and Mark, p. 252). Amazing as it 
may seem the facts in the Gospels answer all the con
jectures of the skeptics. 

Jesus should be praised, for he was raised. Believ
ing alone is not enough, but those who believe 
should live for him who died and was raised for 
them (2 Cor. 5 : 15). 
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Our Cultural War 
By A.B. Gregoreo 

Aerica was founded by people of Anglo-Euro
pean origins. Their culture was based on 
Christian values. It had evolved in their 

homelands over 1,600 years.· Those values shaped 
their soCial mores, their legal standards, and political 
goals. They were the foundation on which the nation 
gradually arose. Over the centuries a scattering of 
Jews and immigrants of other faiths found their way 
here. Sprinkled among them was a handful of those 
who were skeptics. This mix of people built a nation 
and were able to coexist with more success and less 
conflict than other nations. 

Over the last 60 years Europe and England cast 
off the Judea-Christian values of their civilization. 
Embracing secularism and its sisters, hedonism and 
materialism, they have sought social cohesion with
out the sustaining bonds of their religious heritage. 
In the meantime hordes of third world immigrants 
have flooded their nations bringing with them strong 
religious convictions of their foreign faith and cul
ture. The most dominate and militant of these being 
Islamic. Those professing that faith have been taught 
to despise Western Civilization and its Christian reli
gion and values. Recent events in France have dem
onstrated the antipathy between the two cultures 
when brought together. 

Here at home we have a numerous minority that 
profess Islam; some of Middle Eastern extraction 
and others of the Nation of Islam, consisting mainly 
of Mrican Americans, followers of the volatile Louis 
Farrakan. Although different in some ways, they 
share a common dislike for Western Civilization and 
our Judea-Christian culture and religion. 

Another element in the war against our culture is 
made up of two groups that share common social 
and moral values and reinforce each other. One 
group consists of those who are unbelievers of vari
ous shades: atheists, infidels, skeptics. These hate 
Christianity and its sacred teachings and standards. 
They have made common cause with those Ameri
cans who are hedonists. Hedonists, having embraced 
a life st:fle that allows and encourages every sensual 
indulgence, despise Christianity, its holy book, its 
moral and ethical standards. They and their unbe-
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lieving counterparts especially want to silence and 
drive underground those churches and preachers 
who dare to challenge their hedonistic life style. 
These forces have found full sympathy in the liberal 
media and entertainment industry. Together they are 
with much success waging unceasing warfare against 
our Christian values and traditions. Already they 
have succeeded in driving Christianity from public 
schools and all publicly funded schools of higher 
learning. Unceasing efforts are being made to ban all 
public mention of Christ and Christianity from the 
market place and all government facilities. 

The question is, which of these cultUres shall pre
vail. The options are three: (1). Our society will be
come thoroughly secular; (2). A virile alien culture 
and religion will prevail or (3). ChriStians will 
awaken to the challenge and reassert themselves and 
their timeless values that for some 2,000·-years have 
served humanity so well. Are you willing to surren
der your heritage to either of these ·competitors? 
What are you doing to preserve the faith and culture 
of your fathers? 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
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• Faith includes works of obedience- james 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1.John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



Exhortation to Elders 
By Terry Townsend 

A his third missionary journey draws to a 
close, the apostle Paul, while at Miletus, calls 
for the elders at Ephesus (Acts 20: 17ff). 

He'd soon be going to Jerusalem, and there be im
prisoned and ultimately sent to Rome to be ex
ecuted. Uqdoubtedly recognizing his ultimate fate, 
the aged apostle assembles this group of elders to
gether to give them some final words of exhortation. 
From this section of Sacred Script, let's consider 
Paul's counsel to elders, both p~st and present. 

Paul exhorts elders to be courageous (20:18-19). 
He's not only giving a defense of his earlier work 
among the .Ephesians (undoubtedly to quiet his crit
ics), but he .too is stressing to these elders to be like
minded; tl}at is, to be men of courage and godly 
character. Paul had forfeited his own interests and, 
on a contin.ual basis, he had served Christ as a slave 
would serve his master. With true humility he had 
subordinated. his own desires to help others. And de
spite frequ~nt.opposition, the apostle remained cou
rageous, neve-r wavering from the Truth (2 Cor. 
11:23ff). Today, maybe more than anytime before, 
shepherds, are to be courageous. Weak-kneed and 
cowardly elders have no business leading a flock 
(congregation). Elders must have backbone, and they 
must be unafraid of standing for truth. 

Paul exhorts elders to be communicators (20:20). 
One of the qualifications of an elder is to have the 
ability to teach (1 Tim. 3 :2). Such demands an ability 
to communicate effectively. This too would imply 
the ability to communicate with the congregation 
over which they serve. Paul had demonstrated how 
leaders of the church were to communicate, both 
publicly and privately. A lack of effective communi
cation between elders and members will ultimately 
hurt a congregation. 

Paul exhorts elders to be consistent (20:20-21, 
27). Paul's life had been a model of consistency. His 
methods, motives, and message were always the same; 
that is, they w.ere Christ-centered. The aged apostle is 
attempting to stress to elders the importance of re
maining constant. A lack of consistency from within 
the ranks of leadership send mixed signals to both 
those from.within and without the church. 

Paul exhorts elders to be content (20:22-25). 
Paul understood that there would be hardship ahead, 
but he was completely content with whatever hap
pened. He was prepared to live, and at the same time 
he was prepared to die (Phil. 1:20-24; 4:11-13). Paul 
is simply exhorting elders to live in such a way that 
will result in satisfaction. May we point out that con
tentment does not mean complacency. There's al
ways work to be done. However, when elders, or any 
Christian for that matter, are doing all they can, they 
should be able to pillow their heads at night without 
reservation, knowing they've done what was ex
pected of them. 

Paul exhorts elders to be clean (20:26). Like a 
watchman of old, Paul had not hesitated to warn his 
auditors, and to tell them all they needed to know in 
order to obtain heaven. He was not selective in his 
teaching, tailoring his message to the likes and dis
likes of his audience. He used tact and discretion, but 
he never compromised the message of salvation; 
thus, making him clean, innocent of man's blood. 
Those whom he came in contact with could not, on 
the Day of Judgement, accuse him because he had 
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shared with them the truth (Acts 18:6). Elders must 
not leave any stone unturned, spiritually speaking. 
They must be doing all they can to share the gospel 
with those lost in sin, and at the same time seeking to 
restore the erring (Ezek. 33:1-6; Heb. 13:17). 

Paul exhorts elders to be cautious (20:27-32). 
Paul wants elders to be ever on guard; that is, to be 
constantly looking out for the spiritual well-being of 
the flock. This commands sustained diligence. When 
leaders fail to be cautious, the flock becomes vulner
able and open to attack Uohn 10:11-14; Isa. 56:9-
12). Thus, it behooves elders to be constantly in
formed and well versed in scripture (2 Tim. 2:15). 

Paul exhorts elders to be contributors (20:33-
35). Here, the apostle Paul affirms the fact that he 
had not made merchandise of the gospel (2 Cor. 7 :2; 
12:17-18; 1 Thess. 2:5). He even refused support at 
times, when he would have been justified in receiv
ing such (1 Cor. 9:12-15), simply because he did not 
want to give his critics a chance to speak against him. 

Simply put, Paul made a contribution- he sacrificed 
much for the cause of Christ and the betterment of 
the kingdom. Elders must lead by example; thus, 
they are to be contributing to the work over which 
they lead. In fact, elders need to be the biggest con
tributors or supporters; that is, they need to be doing 
all they can to broaden and strengthen the borders of 
God's Kingdom (1 Pet. 5:2-3). A congregation needs 
to see contributing elders; contributors ,af time, tal
ent, energy, etc. Indeed, "It's more blessed to give 
than to receive." 

Paul exhorts elders to be men who are coura
geous, communicators, consistent, content, clean, 
cautious, and contributors. For those who willingly 
and faithfully serve in this capacity, God will eter
nally reward ... "and when the Chief Shepherd ap
pears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory" 
(1 Pet. 5:4). 

123 Toney St. 
Erwin. 1N 73650 

Fp 

DoasiDo 
By Andy Erwin 

One of the most difficult tasks involved in 
preaching is being called upon to eulogize 
a person who left no remarkable Christian 

example. All one can hope to do is weep with those 
who weep and offer some bit of godly teaching and 
encouragement to the surviving friends and family 
requesting your aid. 

Sadly, many people choose to live under the 
premise: "Do as I say, not as I do." Such was the case 
with the scribes and Pharisees of Christ's day. The 
Lord urged a multitude which included his disciples 
saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' 
seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, 
that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: 
for they say, and do not" (Matt. 23:2-3 ). 

On the other hand, we learn from the scriptures 
of the splendid and exemplary Christian life of the 
apostle Paul as he would instruct his brethren, 
"Those things, which ye have both learned, andre
ceived, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God 
of peace shall be with you" (Phil. 4:9). Paul not only 
wanted his brethren to do as he taught according to 
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the gospel, but he wanted them to do as he lived ac
cording to the gospel. 

For most of us, would it not be safe to say do as I 
do - sometimes, if not most of the time. But what 
about those times when we fail God and sin? Have we 
failed altogether in setting a Christian example for 
others to follow? Is our influence beyond repair? Not 
necessarily, my brethren, for you can repent and con
fess your sins before God Uohn 1 :9). The hypocritical 
thing to do would be to deny your sin and stubbornly 
refuse to repent. "If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. . .. If we 
say that we have not sinned, we make hin:l a liar, and 
His word is not in us" (1 John 1:8, 10). To follow this 
course would be to forfeit any chance of redeeming 
your Christian influence among others as well as any 
chance of being forgiven of your sins. 

Brethren, let us teach by deed and truth (1 John 
4:18)- especially when we realize we have sinned. 
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Calling on the Name of the Lord 
By Raymond Elliott 

Ad here he hath authority from the chief 
priests to bind all that call thy name" (Acts 
9:14). These words were spoken by the dis

ciple Ananias to the Lord in reference to Saul, the 
former persecutor of the church of Jesus Christ. Saul 
had authority to cast into prison "all that call thy 
name," that is, the name of the Lord. 

What is it to "call on thy name"? We can believe 
with confidence that it is not a mere repeating of the 
name of the Lord. On one occasion Jesus stated, 
"Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the wil{ of my father which is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). In Luke 6:46 we read, "And why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" One 
can readily see that whatever calling on the name of 
the Lord is, such is more than saying his precious 
name. The two passages noted previously greatly 
emphasize the need of obedience to the commands 
of the Lord. 

The first instance in which we find an inspired 
man using the prophecy from Joel 2:32 was Peter on 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:21). That prophecy was, 
"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved." Peter contin
ued preaching to his audience that Christ had died 
and had been resurrected by the power of the Father 
(Acts 2:23-24, 32). Those Jews who believed Peter's 
preaching concerning Jesus Christ inquired of the 
apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
They were instructed to "Repent, and be baptized in 
the name of jesus Christ for the remission of sins" 
(Acts 2:36-38). Some 3,000 souls "gladly received his 
word" and "were baptized" (Acts 2:41). 

The people on Pentecost understood clearly that 
calling on the name of the Lord was not merely an 
utterance of his name, but it included actions on 
their part motivated by their faith. In Romans 10:13 
we find the expression used again with reference to 
calling on the name of the Lord. But one needs to 
read careful_ly the context to understand what is 
meant by this expression. If we begin with verse 15 
and revert back to verse 13, we will understand all 
that is involved in such a promise that when one calls 

on the name of the Lord, salvation will be given. 
There is the preaching of the gospel of Christ, the 
hearing of that message, and then the believing of 
the gospel. The calling on the Lord is subsequent to 
these foregoing steps and embodies the same. 

The biblical example that really clarifies this mat
ter is found in the conversion of Saul. Ananias is sent 
by the Lord to give further instructions to Saul the 
sinner concerning what to do in order to complete 
his obedience. In Acts 22:16 we read what is said to 
this penitent believer, "And, now why tarriest thou? 
Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, call-

• ing on the name of the Lord." We must come to the 
inevitable conclusion that cannot be denied and that 
is, "calling on the name of the Lord" in order to be 
saved involves God's scheme of redemption for the 
alien sinner, namely, faith in Christ, repentance of 
sins and baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. Have 
you called on the name of the Lord? 
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(This is the second in series explaining the origin, beliefs, and practices of various denominations.) 

Holy, Roman, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church 

Compiled and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Roman Catholic Church regards itself as 
the only true church, claiming an unbroken 
succession of bishops descending from Saint 

Peter to the present time. Its total membership in the 
late 1990s was about 1 billion. 

The Roman Catholic (Western) Church sepa
rated from the Greek Orthodox (Eastern) Church in 
1054 over the question of whether Jesus joined with 
Jehovah in sending the Holy Spirit, called Filioque. 
The nature of baptism, use of instrumental music in 
worship, and Papal authority were also points at is
sue in what the Catholics call "The Great Schism." 

Organization 

The diocese is a territory ruled over by a bishop 
and is the basic unit of organization in the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic Church com
prises nearly 2,000 dioceses and 5 61 archdioceses. 
The major church [building] in a diocese is the cathe
dral, where the bishop presides at worship sitting 
on a "throne" or "chair," from which, originally, he 
preached to his congregation. 

Pope: At the head of the Roman Catholic 
Church is the pope, 1 who is the bishop of Rome. The 
pope appoints bishops to dioceses and transfers them 
to others. Although bishops enjoy their jurisdictional 
powers by reason of their office, they cannot legiti
mately exercise them without the permission of the 
pope. The Pope may call an ecumenical council, 
which is a solemn convocation of all the bishops. 
There have been only 21 such councils in Roman 
Catholic history. While they are in communion with 
the pope, the councils exercise the highest authority 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Cardinals: Cardinals are the highest dignitaries 

1 Pope is from Greek poppas, meaning "father"- See Matt 23:9 

in the church after the pope. Appointed by the pope, 
they constitute the supreme council of the church, 
the Sacred College, and on the death of the pope 
they elect his successor. Most cardinals are bishops 
of dioceses located throughout the world; others are 
the chief members of the Sacred Congregations of 
the papal administration. The Sacred Congregation 
of Cardinals numbered. 18 0 cardinals by the year 
2001. 

Bishops: The bishop is the chief liturgical fig
ure in the diocese and is distinguished from the 
priests (clergy) principally by the power to confer 
holy orders2 and to act as the usual minister of con
firmation. The bishop has the highest jurisdictional 
powers within the diocese: He has the right to admit 
priests to his diocese and to exclude them from it. 

Clergy: Directly under the bishop are the clergy 
(priests), both secular and religious. Secular clergy are 
not members of religious orders and are admitted into 
the diocese under the authority of the local bishop. 
Secular clergy generally staff the parishes of the dio
cese. The religious clergy, on the other hand, are 
primarily committed to their orders or congregations, 
which transcend diocesan boundaries. While working 
within a given diocese, these clergy must adhere to the 
bishop's decisions in matters of public worship but 
otherwise enjoy considerable discretion in their min
istry. The same can be said of nuns and brothers, who 
are members of orders or congregations but are not 
clergy. 

Dodrine 

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that babies in
herit Adam's transgression and are born sinful and 
therefore lost; the newborn baby is to be sprinkled 

1 Though nothing has been defined with regard to the number of orders it is usually given as seven: priests, deacons, subdeacons, acolytes, exorcists, 
readers, and doorkeepers. · 
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with water to receive remission of sins. The baby is 
confirmed, usually at about the age of seven. Confir
mation is a Catholic Church sacrament in which the 
Holy Spirit is given to those already baptized 
(sprinkled) to make them strong and perfect soldiers 
of Jesus. 

The Lord's Supper, sometime called eucharist, or 
mass: The unleavened bread and wine are changed in 
substance into the very body and very blood of Jesus 
-a transubstantiation (change of substance). "If any 
one saith that in the Mass a true and proper sacrifice 
is not offered to God; or, that to be offered is nothing 
else but that Christ is given us to eat; let him be 
anathema" (Council of Trent, Sess. XXII, can. 1, as 
quoted in the Catholic Encyclopedia). 

Adoration of saints: The Catholic Church canon
izes or beatifies only those whose lives have been 
marked by the exercise of heroic virtue, and only af
ter this has been proved by . . . conclusive arguments. 
The chief difference, however, lies in the meaning of 
the term canonization, the church seeing in the saints 
nothing more than friends and servants of God ... 
She does not pretend to make gods. The true origin 
of canonization and beatification must be sought in 
the [Roman] catholic doctrine of the worship 
(cultus), invocation, and intercession of the saints ... 
giving to God alone adoration strictly so-called, 
honor the saints because of the divine supernatural 
gifts which have earned them eternal life, and 
through which they reign with god in the heavenly fa
therland as his chosen friends and faithful servants. 
[T]he worship of dulia (douleia), or honor and 
humble reverence, is paid the saints; the worship of 
hyperdulia (hyperdouleia), a higher form of dulia, be
longs, on account of her greater excellence, to the 
blessed virgin Mary [Immaculate Conception and As
sumption of the Virgin3] (Catholic Encylopedia). 

Mechanical Instruments of Music: "For almost a 
thousand years the Gregorian chant, without any in
strumental or harmonic addition, was the only music 
used in connection with the liturgy [worship]. The 
organ, in its primitive and rude form, was the first, 
and for a long time the sole, instrument used to ac
company the chant. It gave the pitch to the singers 
and added brilliancy and sonority" (Catholic Ency
clopedia under Musical Instruments in Church Ser
vices). 

Confession and Penance: A saved person may 
fall from grace and be lost and is to be restored to 
the favor of God by auricular confession to a priest 
and penance (punishment); 

Purgatory and Indulgence: Purgatory is the 
teaching that after death souls may be purified from 
venial sins (Roman Catholics make a distinction be
tween "mortal" sins and "venial" sins) through post
life punishment, usually in flames of fire that cause 
unbearable pain. An indulgence, in Roman Catholic 
usage, is the partial forgiveness of temporal punish
ment for sin. Originally it was the priests' power to 
arbitrarily absolve sins, which was granted after 
"works of atonement," including, fasts, pilgrimages, 
and floggings, but sometimes for the payment of 
money into the coffers (strongbox) of the Catholic 
Church. 

Infallibility: The Vatican Council (Session Iv, 
cap. 4) where it is defined that the Roman pontiff 
[the Pope] when he teaches ex cathedra "enjoys, by 
reason of the Divine assistance promised to him in 
blessed Peter, that infallibility with which the Divine 
Redeemer wished His Church to be endowed in de
fining doctrine regarding faith and morals" (quoted 
in the Catholic Encyclopedia). This makes non-ap
ostolic tradition equal to apostolic tradition, and re
quires the conclusion that revelation is progressive 
to the end of time. 

Sacraments: A Roman Catholic Church sacra
ment, according to the Catholic Encyclopedia, is 
"an outward sign of an inward grace." "The Council 
of Trent solemnly defined that there are seven sacra
ments of the New Law, truly and properly so called, 
viz., Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Pen
ance, Extreme Unction, Orders, and Matrimony" 
(Catholic Encyclopedia). Baptism, communion, and 
marriage are mentioned in the New Testament, the 
other four items are not mentioned. 

Miscellaneous Items: In its worship and practice 
the Roman Catholic Church also uses Holy Water, 
Incense, obligatory fasting, and the Rosary. Catholics 
prohibit the artificial means of birth control. 

Err~rs in the Teaching of the Roman Catholic Church 

The teaching that the Bible alone is insufficient and 
we need additional information to please God and 
be perfect in his sight is contrary to Bible doctrine. 

3 Immaculate Conception is the teaching that Mary the mother of jesus did not have original sin; Assumption of the Virgin is the claim that Mary•s 
body ascended to heaven and reunited with her spirit. 
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The God-breathed scripture of the first century is 
sufficient to make the man of God complete in the 
sight of God (2 Tim 3:16-17). We are told not to go 
beyond the things that were written in the beginning 
of the gospel (1 Cor. 4:1, 6; 2 John 9). To add to the 
gospel as it was preached by Paul is to be anathema 
(Gal. 1 :8-9). The gospel of the first century is (was) 
the once for all delivered faith Oude 1:3). Without 
teaching that is in addition to the Bible, the Roman 
Catholic Church falls to the ground. 

The organization of the Roman Catholic Church 
has no basis in sacred scripture . . . it is borrowed 
from the governmental structure of the ancient Ro
man Empire. The Bible does not provide for an 
earthly hierarchy. Each local congregation is to be 
shepherded (pastured) by a committee of men called 
elders, or bishops (Acts 14:23). The Greek word 
translated "bishops" in Acts 20:28; Philippians 1:1; 
1 Timothy 1 :3; and Titus 1:7 is episkope, meaning 
"overseer." There is no authority in the Bible for one 
man to rule over a diocese, which may include sev
eral churches, neither does the Bible empower one 
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man to rule over the entire church on earth. The 
word "Pope" means "father" (See Matt. 23:9-1 0). 

The teaching that in the communion service the 
bread and wine are transformed into the literal body 
and blood of Jesus and his sacrifice at Calvary re
peated is false. Jesus was in his physical body with 
his blood flowing through his veins when he took the 
bread and said, "This is my body," and when he took 
the cup and said, "This is my blood" (Matt. 26:26-
28). It could not possibly have been his literal body 
and blood. The sacrifice of Jesus at Golgotha is a one 
time offering and is not to be repeated (Heb. 10:1-
14). 

Infants are sinless- not sinful. Jehovah is the fa
ther and giver of every human spirit and, in the na
ture of God, the spirit when fathered and given must 
be good (perfect), therefore sinless (Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 
12:7). 

Bible baptism requires immersion (burial), and 
resurrection. It is for the purpose of washing away 
sins (Matt. 3:16; John 3:23; Acts 8:36-39; Rom. 
6:4-7; Col. 2:12-13). There is no Bible example or 
command to sprinkle infants. 

Confession is to be made to the person we have 
sinned against and not to a mediator on earth Oames 
5:16; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Tim. 2:5). The saints High 
Priest and intercessor is Jesus (Heb. 2:17-18; Rom. 
8 :34; 1 John 2: 1-2). 

The practice of worshiping Mary and the saints 
- the beatification of dead people to make them 
saints - is not taught in the Bible. 

Instruments of music in worship of God were not 
used in the first-century church and ought not to be 
used today. The Bible tells us to sing (Matt. 26:30; 
Col. 3:16-17; Eph. 5:19-20; Heb. 2:12). That is the 
limit of God's command and ought to be the limit of 
our practice. To go beyond what is written is sin and 
is to be without God (2 John 1:9). 

Purgatory, indulgences, sacraments (as taught by 
the Roman Catholic Church), holy water, holy or
ders, use of incense, candles, compulsory fasting, and 
the rosary are without Bible authority. The silence of 
scripture is prohibitive where there is a positive, di
vine, specific command - otherWise there is liberty. 

(Sources: Encarta Reference Library, The Catho
lic Encyclopedia, Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(prepared following the second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council, Encyclopedia Britannica, Internet) 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bi FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ B y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ B y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even they are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of Infants 
0 ·organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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The Muslim Menace 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n his book, Islam and the Jews: The Unfinished 
Battle, Mark Gabriel, an ex-Muslim and former 
professor of Islamic history at the most presti

gious Islamic university in the world, Al-Azhar Uni
versity in Cairo, Egypt, relates in detail the reasons 
behind the current Arab/Israeli conflict in the Middle· 
East. Islam is a religion based on the supposed rev
elations from Allah to Muhammad, a self-proclaimed 
prophet of the 7'h century. These revelations were 
later recorded to compose the Quran, the holy book 
of Islam. Individuals who submit to the teachings of 
Islam are known as "Muslims." There are over a bil
lion Muslims worldwide, with some 8 million living 
in the United States. 

Muslims, who are mostly of Arab descent, trace 
their lineage back to Abraham through Ishmael. Jews, 
on the other hand, trace their ancestry back to Abra
ham through Isaac. Both claim a God-given right to 
. occupy the land of Palestine. The ongoing conflict as 
to who controls the land continues to this hour with 
much warfare and bloodshed. Europe and the United 
States helped the Jews establish the state of Israel in 
1948. This immediately resulted in Jewish control of 
Jerusalem and other "holy sites" once controlled by 
the Palestinians. Since that time every Jewish ally, and 
especially the United States and Europe, have been 
declared arch enemies to Middle East Muslims. 

This explains why Saddam Hussein and Osama 
bin Laden would declare jihad against Americans, a 
holy war against all those perceived as opposed to Is
lam. The Quran authorizes Muslims to execute these 
terrorist acts in the name of Allah and promises them 
luxury in Paradise. From the first bombing of the 
World Trade Center in 1993 to all19 hijackers that 
carried out the 9/11 terrorist acts in 2001 the reli
gious convictions of Islam motivates every suicide 
mission. This is why Palestinians and other Muslims 
of the Middle East were dancing for joy in the streets 
following the events of 9/11. They were elated with 
the deaths of those who they perceive to support Is
rael. Americans often perceive all of this as a political 
problem to be solved through our political adminis
tration. Not so. The problem begins and ends with 
the theological errors of the Jewish Zionists, the Is-
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Iamie radicals, and the Protestant premillennialists 
who all suppose that there is some religio·us virtue in 
possessing Palestine as "holy" land. The true solu
tion to this problem is found in the gospel, authored 
by the Prince of peace. 

Jihad 
In another book, Islam and Terrorism, Gabriel dis
cusses the motivation behind Islamic violence di
rected toward non-Muslims. Westerners call these 
acts of violence "terrorism." Islam calls it Jihad, a 
holy war authorized by the Quran to be directed to
ward all infidels (non-Muslims). Some of the more 
recent developments of Jihad on Americans were the 
1993 World Trade Center bombing that killed six 
people. In 1998 the U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania were bombed killing more than 200 
people. In 2000 seventeen American sailors were 
killed when one of our Navy's largest ships, the USS 
Cole, had a hole blown in its side. Thousands died 
on September 11, 2001, when four planes were hi
jacked destroying the Twin Towers and damage done 
to the Pentagon. 

In his excellent volume, Biblical Backgrounds of 
the Troubled Middle East, the late brother Guy N. 
Woods articulates this Islamic intent as follows: 

Their design is world dominion; their 
method of conquest, the Jihad (holy war), 
and the purpose, the conversion of all man
kind to the doctrines of Muhammad. No 
sacrifice, they think, is too great to achieve 
this end. The press reported that when the 
Arab terrorist drove his bomb-laden truck 
into the Marines' compound in Beirut, 
Lebanon, in October 19 83, killing himself 
and 241 Marines and injuring scores ofoth
ers, he shouted shortly before impact, "Al
lah Akbar! Jihad! Jihad! Jihad!" (p. 65). 

When Osama bin Laden masterminds such at
tacks resulting in the death of innocent Americans he 
truly believes he is doing exactly what Allah wants 
him to do. He is probably just as sincere as Saul of 
Tarsus (later the apostle Paul) was when he put his 
religious convictions into practice by killing 
members of the church (Acts 22:20). But what about 



peace preached by many of the more moderate Mus
lims? Do they not point to the Quran as well for a 
message of peace and tolerance? They do. But here is 
what many people, including uninformed Muslims, 
do not understand. Mohammad began to allegedly 
receive revelations in A.D. 610 while living in Mecca 
(present day Saudi Arabia). He received these revela
tions spanning 22 years. 

At first Muhammad spoke favorably concerning 
Jews and Christians because he wanted to convert 
them through his preaching. It was not until after 
they refused to convert to Islam that he begin to re
ceive revelations that cast the unconverted in an un
favorable light. Mter fleeing to the city of Medina 
Muhammad became a military leader and his move
ment took on a military thrust. Muslims were then 
commanded to fight and kill anyone who would not 
convert to Islam. Muhammad himself led 2 7 attacks 
as a military leader. Rest assured when Al-Qaeda 
plans their next suicide bombing they are doing ex
actly what their religious leader dictated with his 
own life. The answer to these problems is the blood 
of Jesus which reconciles both Jew and Gentile. 

Muhammad 

In yet another book, Jesus and Muhammad, Gabriel 
relates historical information concerning the life of 
Muhammad. This self-proclaimed seventh century 
prophet is the founder of Islam. He is one of the most 
influential people that ever lived. Today Islam is the 
second largest religion in the world with over a billion 
Muslims worldwide. It is also currently the fastest 
growing religion in the world due ·to high birth rates 
and conversions. Muhammad is acknowledged by Is
lam as an apostle of God and the last prophet through 
whom God revealed his divine will for mankind. 

When 40 years of age Muhammad claimed that 
the angel Gabriel appeared to him revealing that all 
Arabs must forsake their idolatrous worship and for 
Jews and Christians likewise to abandon their "cor
rupted" religions in order to accept Islam. These rev
elations demanded that one's allegiance be to Allah 
alone while accepting Muhammad as Allah's prophet 
and the Quran as Allah's word. Further revelations 
made it clear that there would be no forgiveness of 
sin unless one agreed to these stipulations. Allah 
later allegedly revealed to Muhammad that his mis
sion was to spread Islam through holy war and to 
seize the possessions of those who would not con
vert. Muhammad did just that with an army number
ing 10,000 later in his life. 

One must understand that the violence perpe
trated by those of the Islamic faith today base their 
authority for such on the teachings of the Quran 
which they believe came from God through 
Muhammad. Muhammad led military expeditions 
himself and authorized others to be carried out. He 
ordered assassinations and enslaved women and chil
dren. He married a six-year-old girl and later con
summated it when she was only nine years old. He 
went on to practice polygamy with eleven other 
wives. He was far from what one would perceive as a 
holy man of God. Yet today one fifth of the entire 
human race belongs to the religion he founded and 
acknowledges him as God's final prophet. Some 
eight million of these live in the United States. With 
the aggressive stance that Islam takes today it profits 
not one of us to be ignorant of these matters. 

1 05 East Planters 
San Augustine, TX 7 5972 
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What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims 
by George W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's seemingly harmless 

surface to reveal a rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps of worldwide Islamic 
expansion, and a bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction and a comprehensive 
reference tool on Muslims -where they started, how they're 
positioned in today's social, political, and religious arenas, 
and where they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Thrrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel. Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about Christianity, violence 
and the goals of the Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex
Muslim and former professor of Islamic history at AI-Azhar 
University in Cairo, Egypt, the most prestigious Islamic 
school in the world, explains why terrorists do what they do. 
His message is graphic and depicts the ruthless realities 
behind the teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Answering Islam 
The Crescent in Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of orthodox Islam and 
examines the evidence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic answers. This revised 
edition contains more resources and updated information. 
0-8010-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$16.99 • $4.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm-· ... •• •1888\ 367-6216 
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Trouble in the Holy Land 

I n an insightful television interview, a Palestinian 
legislative candidate told why her Islamic faith 
required her to sacrifice three of her sons to ter

rorist operations and why she believes there are no 
prohibitions against killing civilians until the Jews 
are completely banished from Israel. 

Mariam Farhat's interview, which aired Dec. 21 
on Egypt's Dream2 Tv, can be seen here, with a trans
lation by the Middle East Media Research Institute. 

Farhat, also known as Umm Nidal, said her only 
fear is that her sons would choose a path that would 
not please Allah. 

Jihad, she says, is required of every Muslim. 
"It is a sacred duty- one of the duties of Islam, 

which cannot be abandoned. We would be sinners if 
we did." 

Farhat was photographed by the Associated 
Press, which described her in the caption as the 
"mother of three Palestinian martyrs." She was giv
ing a speech during a celebration in Damascus, Syria, 
of the 18th anniversary of the foundation of the Pal
estinian terrorist group Hamas. 

Farhat is one of around 66 candidates for Hamas 
in the group's first campaign for parliament. Last 
week, the terrorist group swept local elections in 
West Bank cities. 

Reuters said her family's "militant record" makes 
her popular with many Palestinians, but the Euro
pean Union and the U.S. House of Representatives 
have both threatened to curb aid to the Palestinian 
Authority if Hamas wins. 

Hamas is dedicated to the destruction of Israel 
and the creation of a single Islamic state. 

In the TV interview, Farhat said she prepared all of 
her sons "for jihad for the sake of Allah, whether by 
carrying out an attack, or by any other form of jihad. 
I prepared myself for this. He who chooses a difficult 
road must be ready to bear the consequences." 

"Some people may consider this a tragedy, but by 
Allah, it is a blessing," she said. 

''Allah be praised," she continued, her son 
Muhammad's martyrdom was "one of the most suc
cessful operations of the first and second intifadas." 

Muhammad broke into a military academy, Farhat 
said, and "Allah be praised, there were many casual
ties. About 10 soldiers [were killed], but Israeli radio 
always conceals the [true number of] casualties. 

24 ~fr%uF~nd~3~~ 

"The operation was very successful, Allah be 
praised. Ten soldiers were killed and 23 injured." 

Responding to a question, Farhat said she was 
sad about losing her son, but considered it a "bless
ing, not a tragedy." 

"I prepared boxes of halva and chocolates, and 
handed them out to his friends," she said. 

The interviewer then asked: "Excuse me, Umm 
Nidal, but in the West ... they don't understand how 
a Palestinian mother can rejoice at her son's funeral, 
and can say 'Allah Akbar' (Allah is greatest) when she 
hears that he was martyred .... " 

Farhat replied: "They are completely detached 
from Islam and its concepts. But we, Allah be 
praised, are devout Muslims. In these matters, there 
is a big difference between us and them. They do not 
understand what Islam is . ... " 

Interviewer: "But human beings are all the same. 
Our Lord created one kind of Man." 

Classic Survey of World History 

Annals of the World 
by James Ussher 

This important literary work updated from the 
17th-century original Latin manuscript to modern 
English available to the general public for the first 
time. The fascinating history of the ancient world 
from the Genesis creation through the destruction 
of the Jerusalem temple can be found in its pages. 
0890513600, 960 pgs., size 11.7x8.8 

• What really happened when the sun "went back
ward" as a sign to Hezekiah? 

• What does secular history say about the darkness 
at the Crucifixion? 

• Much, much more information 

$59.95 plus $6.50 s&h 
{regular price $69.95) 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6126 



Farhat: "Of course, and as a human being, I feel 
these emotions very deeply. Believe me, when it 
comes to my sons, I am one of the most compassion
ate mothers. But this is a sacred duty, which no emo
tion whatsoever can supersede." 

The interviewer then stated that in Gaza and the 
West Bank, people are divided over terrorist attacks 
carried out in restaurants and commercial centers 
and view them differently from attacks on the mili
tary. 

But Farhat replied: "All the Palestinians share the 
same view. They are not divided. The only ones who 
disagree and think otherwise are, of course, the for
eigners, who have no sympathy for us or for our 
cause, and who know nothing about us. They are the 
ones who think that this man has come to kill inno
cent people. This is what they think. But we, as Mus
lims, think differently. We are familiar with the 
Quranic verse: 'One who attacks you, attack him in 
like m~nner. '" 

Farhat said anyone who "comes from abroad and 
lives on the land of Palestine is considered an occu
pier, even if they are women or old people. They are 
all occupiers." 

The interviewer pressed: "Can't you distinguish 
between operations against civilians and against sol
diers, even from a psychological point of view?" 

Farhat replied: "There is no difference. This is Is
lamic religious law. I don't invent anything. I follow 
Islamic religious law in this. A Muslim is very careful 
not to kill an innocent person, because he knows he 
would be destined to eternal hell. So the issue is not 
at all simple. We rely on Islamic religious law when 
we say there is no prohibition on killing these 
people." 

The interviewer then asked, "What does the 
word 'peace' mean to you?" 

Farhat: "The word 'peace' does not mean the 
kind of peace we are experiencing. This peace is, in 
fact, surrender and a shameful disgrace. Peace means 
the liberation of all of Palestine, from the Uordan] to 
the [Mediterranean] Sea. When this is accomplished 
- if they want peace, we will be ready. They may 
live under the banner of the Islamic state. That is the 
future of Palestine that we are striving towards." 

The conversation concluded, with Farhat declar
ing herself "proud and honored to be a terrorist for 
the sake of Allah": 

Interviewer: Some say this kind of reasoning is 
the obstacle· to peace, because the Israelis will never 
agree to be banished .... 

Farhat: Let them refuse. We do not expect them 
to accept this. These people are occupiers, and we 
want to banish them from our land. 

[ ... ] 
Interviewer: Umm Nidal, who sits here in front 

of me, is classified as a terrorist throughout the 
world. Not just a terrorist, but also as a producer of 
terrorists .... 

Farhat: They can classify as much as they like. I 
am proud and honored to be a terrorist for the sake 
of Allah. 'Prepare for them whatever force and 
steeds of war you can, in order to strike terror in the 
hearts of the enemy of Allah and of your own.' I am 
happy to implement this Quranic verse myself, and 
to be a terrorist for the sake of Allah. 

[ ... ] 
Interviewer: You have 10 ·sons. 
Farhat: Yes, Allah be praised. 
Interviewer: If another is killed ... 
Farhat: There are many young men .... 
Interviewer: Will your heart be filled with un-

bearable sorrow? 
Farhat: No, no. Allah be praised, I am preparing 

myself. I will sacrifice them all. If my duty requires 
me to sacrifice them all, I will not refuse- even if it 
costs me a hundred sons (WorldNetDaily.com, Jan. 
4, 2006). Fp 

Iran Defiant 

PARIS, Jan. 9- Defying its European partners 
and the United States, Iran plans to reopen its 
vast uranium enrichment complex to resume 

nuclear activities that it suspended 14 months ago, 
officials involved in negotiations with Iran said Mon
day. 

Iran told the United Nations International 
Atomic Energy Agency last week that it was planning 
to restart nuclear research and development, without 
specifying what type of activities it would resume, or 
where. 

But in messages and letters to the agency in re
cent days, Iran said it planned to reopen the enrich
ment complex, in Natanz in central Iran, and per
haps an unspecified number of other sites, said the 
officials, who declined to be identified by name be
cause they lack authorization to discuss the matter 
for attribution. Fp 
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A Response 
to the· Christian Chronicle's Reporting 
on 1'The Chronicles of Narnia'' Movie 

By Martel Pace 

Ms. Ross: 
Two nights ago my wife and I took a 
two-day trip to Atlanta and that evening 

viewed the "Chronicles ofNarnia" in a nearby town. 
Our grandson, a Senior at Faulkner University where 
I teach Bible, had recommended it and I had read 
several reviews of it. 

It was a pleasant evening that created no desire 
to walk out in the middle as we have on 3 movies of 
recent vintage. 

As to its value for "creating conversation" I have 
serious doubts. A person would have to know some
thing in depth of the Christian faith and Bible to grasp 
the underlying religious principles. As a tool for evan
gelism it would be drastically inadequate. As a curios
ity, so that a Christian could from it advance biblical 
thoughts, might well make it a handicap rather than 
an aid. 

Jesus used figures of speech known as "parables" 
(a word which in English hardly conveys the meaning 
of the original term); they were meant to emphasize 
the nature of His kingdom and, in my judgment, 
to keep that teaching imbedded in the hearer's mind. 
This may be a key reason that He did not use them in 
His initial teaching. They were plain stories from ev
eryday life. Even a simple-minded Christian can grasp 
the spiritual intent of the parables, but to an unbe
liever and those ignorant of the Bible, such parables 
would be nearly useless. 

Mter achieving His goal or goals with these 
somewhat mysterious accounts, He announced that 
He would no longer use "dark sayings" (Psalm 78:2, 
quoted by Jesus in Matt. 13 :33-35). They had been 
used, in part, to· keep the truth about His Kingdom 
from those with hardened hearts. Parables were 
therefore, used temporarily both to reveal and to 
conceal (Matt. 13:10-16). 

The "Chronicles ofNarnia" are beyond parables; 
they may be extended allegory which are at best a 
very feeble method of teaching the Gospel. Jesus said 
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to "preach the gospel" (Mark 16:15) with·no hint of 
veiling the message in obstruse prose; This the 
apostles did as the Book of Acts demonstrates. Even 
the figure of a New Birth was dropped in their teach
ing because it too was a "parable" of cpnversion 
which could be referred to later (1 Pet. 1:22-23), but 
not used in primary announcements of the condi
tions of obedience to the Gospel; that m:~ssage was 
to be presented clearly and plainly. . <: 

Therefore, it is my belief from Scrip~~ and ex
perience that the best method to convert tqe lost is to 
invite persons of interest to simply studf the Bible 
with us; through that method they be~ome our 
friends as they see we are just trying to .g~t' across to 
them the real message of Christ without the subter
fuge of a sideways or backdoor evangellstk method. 
Our failure is in not asking enough pe9~¢ for that 
opportunity and following up on it rather tJ;lan in de-
veloping a new diversion. . . ::: 

We enjoyed the movie, but felt it to be.~omething 
Christ would never have used as a method to convert 
the Nation of Israel to become His followers. Dra
matic acting is in itself somewhat of a deception -
the reader or viewer must "suspend his disbelief" for 
a time to think something of truth is involved in the 
narrative. How Jesus could have used the term 
"hypocrite" in condemning the Pharisees, which had 
the primary meaning of "a play actor," a~~ then to 
endorse it as a method of proclaiming His message 
would be a mystery to me. \'. 

,Martel Pace 
Fau/luier University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Bible and the Age of the Earth 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an in-depth discussion on the controversial 
topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, including 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
New Testament passages pertinent to this extremely 
important subject. 124 pgs .• paperback ........ $6.50 

Case for the Existence of God 
Bert Thompson 
This book is packed with evidence from nature 
regarding the existence of God. It examines 
evidences from both the Universe and man himself. 
Also includes discussion of morality as proof of 
God's existence. Great for someone who doubts 
that God exists. 200 pgs., paperback ........... $5.95 

Creation Compromises - 2nd ed. 
Bert Thompson 
A newly revised, thorough, well-documented 
refutation of attempts to reconcile uniformitarian 
geology with the Creation account. Dr. Thompson 
provides a solid foundation for the correct under
standing of Genesis, and critiques the Day-Age 
Theory, Gap Theory, progressive creation, and other 
forms of theistic evolution and old-Earth creationism. 
430 pgs., paperback .................................... $12.00 

Darwin's Enigma -
Fossils and Other Problems 
Luther Sunderland 
The author, at the request of the New York State 
Board of Regents, interviewed the curators of the 
world's most famous museums of natural history. 
You will be amazed at the candid admissions of 
these evolutionists as they explain, time and again, 
the lack of support for evolution provided by the 
fossil record. 193 pgs., paperback .............. $1 0.95 

In Defense of ... 
The Bible's Inspiration 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an examination of the Bible's claims for its 
own inspiration and the numerous evidences that 
establish it as the inspired Word of God, including 
the importance of divine revelation as well as the 
Scriptures' unity, historical/prophetic accuracy, and 
incredible scientific foreknowledge. 99 pgs., 
paperback ...................................................... $4.95 

How Do You Know 
the Bible Is From God? 
Kyle Butt 
How do we know that God wrote the Bible? Does 
the Bible have errors in it? Where did the Bible 
come from? Answers to these types of questions 
can be found in this book for 4th-6th graders. 13 
chapters, professional artwork, charts, activity 
pages - an excellent for Bible class and 
homeschoolers. 30 pgs., hardbound ............ $7.95 

Please call for shipping costs. 

Investigating Christian Evidences: 
Bert Thompson and Brad Harrub 
13-chapters with discussion questions- ideal for 
college or group studies. Topics: Evidence for exist
ence of God; inspiration of the Bible; responses to 
evolutionists' arguments; problem of evil, pain, suf
fering; Son ship/deity of Christ; historicity of Genesis 
1-11 with heavily illustrated chapter, "Walking Amidst 
the Dinosaurs." Ending 2 chapters on what a person 
must do to be saved; the uniqueness and singularity 
of Christ's church. 387 pgs. paperback ...... $10.95 

Matter of Fact: A Look at More 
Evidence for Christianity 
Kyle Butt 
Using same format as Out With Doubt, this book 
looks at more Christian evidences, such as the 
biblical concept of faith , the Bible and archaeology, 
the laws of thermodynamics, and the consequences 
of belief. Interesting, easy-to-read style, A Matter of 
Fact gives teens materials they need to build a 
strong spiritual foundation and combat evolutionary 
error. 160 pgs., paperback ...... .... .................. $7.95 

Refuting Evolution 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfatl 
Creationist response to National Academy of 
Science's Teaching About Evolution and the Nature 
of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thou
sands of public school teachers, is an effort to 
saturate students with evolutionary concepts. This is 
a cogent rebuttal, examining the points in the NAS 
booklet: science and religion; natural selection; bird 
evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 
089512582, 143 pgs., paperback ................. $9.99 

Refuting Evolution 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfatl 
The author goes to bat once again in Refuting 
Evolution 2. Aimed at the PBS television series 
"Evolution," Sarfati adroitly shows the fallacies of 
evolutionary theory, offering sound creationist 
interpretation of the facts. Also updated: creationist 
"arguments" such as the "plesiosaur" reeled in by 
the Japanese fishing boat, the peppered moths, and 
much more. Priceless resource for evolution debate. 
0890513872,240 pgs., paperback ............. $12.99 

Scientific Case for Creation 
Bert Thompson 
Presents scientific evidence supporting the biblical 
account of creation, including discussions on the 
creation/evolution models, operation science vs. 
origin science, the fossil record, genetics, law of 
biogenesis, thermodynamics, etc. 280 pgs., 
paperback, ... .................................................. $ 5.95 

The Truth About Human Origins 
Brad Harrub and Bert Thompson 
This investigation of man's origins examines the 
fossil record, gender and sexual reproduction, 
language, the brain, mind and consciousness, skin 
color and blood types, etc. Each chapter presents 
an insurmountable obstacle for evolutionary theory, 
and discusses current scientific data that uphold the 
creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 
................ .............. ....................................... $17.95 

Available from Firm Foundation • (888) 367·6216 
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Potpourri ••• 

J
ust for fun, I started this column by looking up 
the word potpourri and learned the pronuncia
tion is "popa ree," which I already knew. Then I 
learned that in modern usage it refers to a sweet 

smelling collection of fragrant dried flowers. Good 
. . . just what I wanted it to be. 

Then I looked at the etymology of the word and 
learned that it is from early 17m century French, and 
originally meant "rotten pot." The word is traced 
back to Spanish olla podrida, past participle of pourrir 
"to rot," from, ultimately, the Latin putris "rotten." 

So, the word means sweet and rotten. 
Pretty good, huh? 
That is what we have each month in this space ... 

good news and bad news. We try to print informa
tion about human frailty and nobleness. 

Some of it is the "savor of a sweet smell," and 
rest is the "savor of death." Some of it is humorous 
and the balance is poignant ... a veritable potpourri. 

Fasten your seat belt. 

Hold four Applause 

$Sound theology is sometimes as simple as good 
manners. 

When I first met her, she was a spirited feisty 
young teenager. I supposed she was born that way. 

When she was eight years old, her family at
tended a conference where her father was one of the 
speakers. One evening there was a musical program 
during which the enthusiastic leader encouraged, 
"Let's give God a hand." 

At that she got up and began to walk toward the 
exit. Her surprised father reached her before she ful
filled her intention. 

"What are you doing?" he inquired. 
"I'm leaving," she firmly replied. 
"But," he reasoned, "wouldn't that be rude?" 
"Well," she clenched her argument, "they're be-

ing rude to God!" 
The family followed her out. 
As a college student today she knows it gets a lot 

worse. People aren't just flippantly "giving God a 
hand." In many services they routinely give each other 
a hand, especially in response to musical offerings. 
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Ministers will note that the practice has not 
caught on as a response to sermons. 

Perhaps we will have to install applause signs in 
our sanctuaries (or "worship centers" as they're now 
called) before people will get the idea. Then we'll 
have to learn to pause until the clapping subsides . 

In this context, it's a pleasant surprise to hear a 
word of sanity from the secular priestess of manners, 
Judith Martin. 

In Miss Manners Rescues Civilization, she an
swers a question about applause in church with, 
"Having forgotten church manners, people are sub
stituting those that would be proper for a perfor
mance .... Hard as it may be to imagine, musicians in 
church are supposed to play or sing for the glory of 
God, not the pleasure of the congregation (which 
people interestingly slip and call 'the audience'). 

Back in print! 
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This book contains short series of brief biblical, argumen
tation articles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or 
any Christian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, 
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book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
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man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 
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That is why there should be no applause in 
church. Not even for small children, who particularly 
need to have the purpose of the performance ex
plained to them." 

In response to the protest that the Bible autho
rizes clapping (as is Psalm 47:1), Miss Manners 
proves herself a better theologian than many evan
gelical worship leaders. "Where," she asks, "is the 
Biblical reference by which God commands applause 
to honor musicians ... ?" 

Miss Manners hopes she is not pressing too fine a 
point when she distinguishes between the clapping of 
hands as an "expression of religious awe or joy and the 
clapping of hands to denote approval and apprecia
tion for the achievements of our fellow mortals." 

The specific problem Miss Manners addresses is 
the tip of the iceberg of worship malpractice. Too 
many evangelical worshipers are like the man shop
ping for his wife's birthday present and choosing 
something which pleases himself. So we go to church 
expecting to be soothed, entertained and sent home 
feeling good. 

It hardly occurs to us to ask, "What will please 
God?" The subjects, not the Object of worship, are 
the focus. The result is that we no longer know how 
to conduct ourselves in God's house. We lack wor
ship manners or even the sense that we need them. 

If you invite me to your home, I'll come with my 
manners, which are both attitude (I respect you) and 
actions (I'll conform to the expectation of your 
household). 

What attitudes should you bring to worship? 
God wants exuberant joy (Psalm 100:1-2) and rever
ent awe (Hebrews 12:28-29). 

What actions does He approve in worship? Sing
ing, praying, reading and preaching His Word, testi
fying to and confessing our faith, giving offerings, 
celebrating sacraments and making holy vows. 

If you think worship manners are no big deal, 

History of the Church 
from Jerusalem to Rome 

A Commentary on the Book of Acts 

by OUs Gatewood 

$15.95 p/us $5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 
Hardcover • 564 pgs. • 1567943322 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 

you might check out the story of two Old Testament 
fellows who forgot their manners and lost tl;leir lives 
because, ''Among those who approach me, I will 
show myself holy; in the sight of all the people I will 
be honored" (Leviticus 10:1-7). 

(The above article on "Hold Your Applause" was 
printed on a Web Page presented by a group calling it
self Brethren Revival Fellowship (BRF). The group is 
basically Calvinistic, and has been swept by hubristic 
leaders into the tentacles of liberalism. The Brethren 
Church holds membership in the World Council of 
Churches, which promotes world-socialism (commu
nism) in the name of religion. Some members of the 
Brethren Church got tired of the whole mess, and 
started a movement to call members of the Brethren 
Church back to their roots. If they are successful, it 
will still be a Calvinistic Denomination. Anyway, we 
thought you might be interested in the following 
quote from the BRF Web Site.) 

What are the specific concerns of BRF? 
• the fact that many within the Church of the 

Brethren have set aside a firm belief in the trustwor
thiness and authority of the Bible, and knowingly or 
unknowingly have embraced the historical-critical 
views of Biblical interpretation. 

• the drift from a balanced Biblical-Anabaptist
Pietist and Brethren-oriented understanding of 
church and state, war and peace, church discipline, 
and New· Testament ordinances (such as the three
part Love Feast). 

• the turn from preaching the Gospel of recon
ciliation of the individual to God through the aton
ing blood of Jesus Christ, to a human centered pro
gram of political involvement. 

• the diminishing membership and the need for 

New Book 

Jesus and the Resurrection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L McKinley 

An excellent study in the historical evidences for 
the resurrection of Christ. The book will help equip 
those who seek to reach the lost with important 
information concerning the foundation of the Chris
tian faith in an easy-to-read format. 1597811939 

paperback • 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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revival and evangelism within the Church of the 
Brethren. 

+the content of Church of the Brethren pro
duced materials which so often call for the accep
ta nce of more diversity, and give evidence of more 
drift toward a broad inclusiveness that embraces 
even those who practice a sexually immoral lifestyle. 

• our denomination's participation in the Na
tional and World Councils of Churches (and their lo
cal affiliates) with their slant toward syncretism and 
their re-imagining God and allowing room for mul
tiple gods and goddesses. 

+saving the Church of the Brethren and not 
fragmenting it by splintering into many small inde
pendent groups. We encourage evangelical members 
of the denomination to stay in the Church of the 
Brethren and witness there. 

If this reminds you of what some self-dec lared in
tellectuals in the church are doing, you have a good 
concept of what's going on among us. Liberalism is 
ta inting denominations ... talk about a rotten pot! ... 
and will continue to pollute the restored church, if 
we let it. 

Re-lmagining Infinity 

®An attempt to re-invent God was made at The 
Re-imagining Conference held in Minneapolis, Min
nesota in November, 1993. The women who gath
ered at Minneapolis set out to re-imagine God, the 
church, and the family. The whole Conference ap
plauded heresy and ce lebrated blasphemy. Some of 
the statements were in extremely poor taste. For ex
ample, speaker Delores Williams referred to the bib
lical account of the conception of Jesus by say ing 
that "the Holy Spirit mounted Mary." But even more 
appalling than the poor-taste-statement was the ap
plause and laughter that followed. 

Many basic doctrines essentia l to the Christian 
faith were repudiated at Minneapolis, often in an at
mosphere of disrespect. These include the doctrine 
of God, the deity of Christ, His sacrificial death, the 
sinfulness of humanity, the Genesis account of cre
ation, the authority of Scriptures, and the biblical un
derstanding of human sexuality. 

The entire Conference was an assault on the 
Gospel and a trampling under foot of key tenets of 
the Christian faith. The new religion promoted at 
theRe-imagining Conference soundly rejected the in
carnation of Jesus, as well as His atonement on the 
Cross. 

The reporter in the Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
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said that the conference leaders were "re-shaping the 
Christian understanding of [the] foundations of the
ology." 

Participants and speakers alike angrily de
nounced the Christian church, charging that its 
teachings about Jesus Christ constitute the chief 
source of women's oppression, human violence, rac
ism, sexism, classism, and the abuse of the earth. 

Faye Short, in the U·nited Methodist Good News 
magazine, says that the Conference speakers praised 
every imaginable religion or spirituality except or
thodox Christianity, and recognized the power of ev
ery deity except Jesus Christ. 

ID 
GOnce again on intelligent design (ID}. Profes

sor Terry Noel of California State University writes 
in the Wall Street Journal, "The reason most scien
tists reject ID is that it fails to add anything to our 
understanding. Placing any kind of 'super-intelli
gence' in our explanatory chain of the origins of life 
simply puts the final question off. If one proposes 
that some kind of intelligence is behind it all, then 
one must in all fairness inquire into the origins of 
that intelligence and so on, an infinite regression." 
This is a bit of a puzzle. If one concludes that the evi
dence suggests ID, then it certainly adds to one's un
derstanding if one previously thought the evidence 
did not suggest ID. It follows that one would then 
reject the rejection of ID. Inquiring into the origins 
and nature of that intelligence may take one into 
questions usually described as philosophical and 
theological rather than scientific. In that case, one ei
ther accepts a more humble notion of what can be 
known by scientific methodology or expands the 
definition of scientific methodology to encompass all 
considerations pertinent to the inquiry at hand. Both 
possibilities are repugnant to many scientists, who 
therefore reject ID. A livelier scientific curiosity, one 
is inclined to think, might lead not to infinite regress 
but to progress toward the infinite. But Prof. Noel 
may be right: most scientists have made up their 
minds and decline to think seriously about evidence 
and arguments suggesting that they may be wrong. 
That, too, may change, albeit very slowly. 

Consistency, a Rare Jewel 

0 Many years ago, the Order of the Eagles in 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, honored those who had saved 
the city from flooding by erecting a monument with 
the Ten Commandments in a public park. In due 
course, the champions of the naked public square 

brought suit and, in response, the city sold that part 
of the park, with the monument, back to the Eagles. 
That was, predictably, challenged by another suit. 
The Seventh Circuit ruled that, even if the installa
tion of the original monument violated the Constitu
tion, the sale of the land remedied any possible prob
lem. So maybe the solution to the putative constitu
tional difficulty of religious symbols on government 
properties is to sell, and thus privatize, them. Of 
course that probably wouldn't work in the case of 
the hundreds of thousands of crosses and stars of 
David in military cemeteries. 

Thanks, Elvin 
0 (Elvin DeShazo, who is an astute observer of 

human conduct, gave the following three items to us. 
He knows inconsistency when he sees it.) 

Hugging 
OWEST MIFFLIN, Pa.- A woman was charged 

with stealing money and other items in recent weeks 
by walking up to six elderly victims, giving them a 
big hug - and then stealing their wallets or other 
loose items in the process. 

Mary Ann Johnson pretended to know the vic
tims who are too polite to refuse her hugs, police 
said. 

Violet Lawton, 79, said Johnson approached her 
at a supermarket March 15 talked about seeing her 
at church. 

"I knew I didn't know her, but I didn't want to 
be rude so I didn't say anything," Lawton said. A 
short time later, Lawton found her wallet missing 
from her purse. 
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fx11m Hoax 
ONEW YORK - A Bronx schoolteacher was 

charged with coercing a former homeless man into 
taking his state certification exam for him, authori
ties said. 

Wayne Brightly, 38, allegedly bullied a former 
college classmate into taking the exam in July, using 
a fake identification and Brightly's Social Security 
card, the city Department of Education said Tuesday. 

Authorities said Brightly's stand-in was Rubin 
Leitner, 58. Leitner had met Brightly when the two 
were students at Brooklyn College in the late 1980s 
and had tutored him for the exam beginning in 2001 
after Brightly failed at least twice, authorities said. 

Leitner, who suffers from mental problems, 
scored so much higher than Brightly had on his pre
vious attempts that authorities began to investigate. 

The fact that the scheme progressed as far as it 
did indicates "inadequate" safeguards against fraud 
in the city's certification process, said Schools Inves
tigator Richard Condon. 

Brightly has pleaded innocent to charges of coer
cion, falsifying business records, and other crimes. 

St11te-Funded Abortions 
OA federal court of appeals has ruled that tax

payers in Texas do not have to support the work of 
Planned Parenthood. 

Two years ago, Texas legislators passed the Gen
eral Appropriations Act of 2003, which restricted 
distribution of public funds to elective abortion pro
viders. In July 2003, Liberty Legal Institute {LLI) 
supported the state and filed a brief in support of the 
Texas law, which prohibited federal and state funds 
from being used for abortion services. 

Planned Parenthood organizations in Houston, 
North Texas, Central Texas, San Antonio, South 
Central Texas, West Texas, and the Texas Capitol Re
gion sued the state, demanding they be paid $13 mil
lion - or else they would have to stop performing 
elective abortions. But since Texas prohibits federal 
and state funding of abortion services, Planned Par-

. enthood would need either to stop providing abor
tion services or establish a separate legal entity to 
carry out abortions to receive public funding. 

A federal district court broke the stalemate by is
suing an injunction in the case, which allowed 
Planned Parenthood to receive taxpayer dollars. But 
Kelly Shackelford, chief counsel with Liberty Legal, 
says another federal court has now dissolved that in
junction. On Friday, March 11, the Fifth U.S. Circuit 
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Court of Appeals overruled the lower court's injunc
tion against Rider 8 in the case Planned Parenthood 
vs. Eduardo ]. Sanchez, Texas Commissioner of 
Health. 

"We think it's a huge victory," Shackelford notes. 
"I mean, it's millions of the taxpayers' dollars, and 
the idea that Planned Parenthood can force the 
people of Texas to give them money to kill unborn 
children is outrageous." 

But Planned Parenthood's actions to secure the 
court's aid in the recent legal action showcase the 
greed of the abortion mill's officials, the LLI attor
ney points out. He sees the granting of the injunction 
as a clear violation of the public trust. "It's about 
time that the court overruled this," he says, adding, 
"This is an example of the will of the people finally 
winning out after an activist judge tried to force the 
people of Texas to pay for Planned Parenthood's ac
tivities." 

Shackelford finds it comforting to know that 
Texas residents will not be subsidizing Planned Par
enthood. He says the abortion provider and others 
like it have no right to force Texas taxpayers to sup
port their efforts to kill the unborn. . 

(Thanks again, Elvin, and keep 'em coming.) 
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Love and Fire 
@Some see the dead bodies on television and say, 

"If there is a God, surely He would have stopped 
this. It happened, so there must not be one." But the 
tsunami does not disprove the existence of the God 
of the Bible. It only disproves the existence of the 
kind of god we make up for ourselves. 

"The God I worship would never punish any
one," we hear. "The God I believe in doesn't care 
who we have sex with or how we worship or how we 
live our lives. My God is not so judgmental." Well , 
that God does not exist. The image of a nice deity 
who looks benignly down from heaven, wanting us 
all just to have a good time, is a wish-fulfillment, a 
fiction we might make up so we feel better. 

The God revealed by the Bible is not that way at 
all. He is a consuming fire. His ways are not our 
ways. He can be full of wrath, wiping out nations 
and devastating His own people. At one time, He 
went so far as to tsunami the whole world, sparing 
only a single family in an ark (and in His mercy said 
He would never flood the whole wo rld again). 

The God of the Bible is not like us, and not at all 
the sort of deity that we would make up for our
selves. And yet, whether we like it or not, He is real, 
and the world displays that reality. It is a hard world, 
one of cancer, heart attacks, senseless accidents, and 
-the tsunami. 

We think the death rate of 150,000 in the tsu
nami is horrible, and it is. But the death toll is going 
to rise higher. Before too long, the number of the 
dead will reach 6.2 billion. Everyone now alive wi ll 
die. The death rate is 100 percent. And no one 
knows when or how death will come, whether in 
youth, the prime of life, or old age; whether it will 
come suddenly, as with the tsunami or a heart attack, 
or be drawn out and painful. 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifica
tions of deacons, but rather it speaks to deacons 
now serving and seeks to encourage, motivate, 
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because the Lord Jesus Christ, deserves no less 
than that. BKGKOS, paperback, 149 pgs. 
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Girl Trouble 
@Brent Brown of New Castle, Del., needs a new 

way to approach women. Police say Mr. Brown 
robbed a Domino's Pizza delivery woman on Jan. 20 
- and then later called her on his cell phone ro 
apologize and ask her out. The woman wasn't inter
ested, but she thought police would be. She gave his 
ce ll phone number to authorities, who quickly 
tracked down and arrested Mr. Brown and an ac
complice. 

Religion 
C~iA Roman Catholic commiSSion has advised 

Pope Benedict to drop the non-biblical doctrine of 
limbo from the Roman Catholic Catechism. Limbo, 
according to medieval theologians, is neither heaven 
nor hell but is where babies go if they die before they 
are baptized. The pope is already on record as ques
tioning the existence of limbo and pointing out that 
it has "never been a definitive truth of the faith. " He 
headed the commission when it began to study the 
issue last year, while he was a cardinal. 

The Bible is way ahead of the pope ... it has long 
taught that babies are fathered by Jehovah (Heb. 
12:9), and have no "original" sin, seeing that Jeho
vah cannot father sinful souls. If babies die, their 
sinless spirits go immediately to the God who gave 

The Eldership 
J . W. McGarvey 
Those who are familiar with the congrega
tions throughout the brotherhood know that 
the subject of the eldership needs to be 
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them (Eccl. 12:4). Easy, isn't it? Answer: yes, if you 
simply follow the word of God. 

Maybe Pope Benedict will issue the requested 
edict affirming that the medieval teaching of inher
ent sin is wrong, and babies are not monsters of iniq
uity. Still, if he does not, the reaching of the Bible 
will be constant - babies are sinless and therefore 
acceptable to God (Matt. 19:14£). 

Trust Who? 
@Michael Newdow, the Sacramento doctor and 

lawyer who has for four years tried to excise the 
phrase "under God" from the Pledge of Allegiance, 
has turned his attention to money: He is suing Con
gress to have the phrase "In God We Trust" stricken 
from U.S. currency. Congress required all American 
money to carry the motto beginning in 1955, after 
the director of the U.S. mint requested that the 
nation's currency reflect a "distinct and unequivocal 
national recognition of the divine sovereignty." Mr. 
Newdow, who argues that the placement of the 
phrase on currency "was clearly done for religious 
purposes," filed suit five days after the U.S. Supreme 
Court rejected a challenge to the same inscription on 
a North Carolina government building. 

Chromosomal 
®The advance of genetics continues apace, but 

will advances in ethics accompany it? 

34 

There is cause for skepticism. 
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Fertility doctors at Baylor College of Medicine 
have announced a new clinical study which will al
low parents to choose the sex of their children. Par
ticipation will be limited to couples who already 
have one child and seek to "balance" their families 
with a child of the opposite sex. 

It is easy enough to see how the wide-scale appli
cation of this technique, unfettered by eligibility crite
ria, could be harmful. Consider China, where the se
lective abortion of unborn daughters has led to a so
cially destabilizing imbalance in the ratio of men to 
women. Consequential analysis does not, however, 
get to the heart of the problem with techniques such as 
that to be offered at Baylor: What we should really be 
worried about is the assumption that certain kinds of 
people are more deserving of existence than others. 

Brave New World? 
I doubt it! 

Good 
~iA Los Angeles taxi driver and Afghan immi

grant, Hadar Sediui, on why he turned to police 
$350,000.00 worth of diamonds left in a pouch of 
his cab by an absent-minded New Your jewelry 
trader, said, "Someone else earned that." 

Picking Wrong Pocket 
{91 BERLIN (Reuters) - Police in Berlin made their 

easiest arrest of the year at their annual Christmas 
party, after spotting a man rummaging through the 
pockets of their coats in the cloakroom. 

Officers of the Federal Police criminal investiga
tions unit said the unlucky pickpocket had not 
known that the revelers in a Berlin brewery were law 
enforcers. 
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Nine Crucial Tips 

I f you are threatened with abduction or attack, 
consider: 
1. The elbow is the strongest point on your body. 

If you are close enough to use it, do! 
2. If a robber asks for your wallet and/or purse, 

do not hand it to him. Throw it away from you ... 
chances are that he is more interested in your wallet 
or purse than you, and he will go for the wallet/ 
purse. Run in the other direction! 

3. If thrown into the trunk of a car, kick out the 
back taillights. Stick your arm out the hole and start 
waving like crazy. The driver will not see you, but 
everybody else will. This has saved lives. 

4. Women have a tendency to get into their cars 
after shopping, eating, working, etc., and just sit (do
ing their checkbook, or making a list, etc.). Don't do 
this! The predator will be watching you, and this is 
the perfect opportunity for him to get in on the pas
senger side, put a gun to your head, and tell you 
where to go. As soon as you get into your car, lock 
the doors and drive away. 

If someone is in the car with a gun to your head 
do not drive off, repeat: Do not drive off! Instead 
gun the engine and speed into anything, wrecking 
the car. Your air bag will save you. If the person is in 
the back seat, he will get the worst of it. As soon as 
the car crashes bail out and run. This is better than 
finding your dead body in a remote location. 

5. A few notes about getting into your car in a 
parking lot, or parking garage: 

>Be aware: look around you, look into your car, 
at the passenger side floor, and in the back seat. 

>If you are parked next to a van, enter your car 
from the passenger door. Most serial killers attack 
their victims by pulling them into their vans while 
the women are attempting to get into their cars. 

>Look afthe car parked on the driver's side of 
your vehicle, and the passenger side. If a male is sit
ting alone in the seat nearest your car, you may want 
to walk back into the mall, or work, and get a guard/ 
policeman to walk you back out. 

6. Always take the elevator instead of the stairs. 
(Stairwells are horrible places to be alone and the 
perfect crime spot. This is especially true at night!) 

7. If the predator has a gun and you are not un
der his control, run! The predator will only hit you 

(a running target) 4 in 100 times; And even then, it 
most likely will not be a vital organ. Run, preferably 
in a zig -zag pattern. 

8. As women, we are always trying to be sympa
thetic: STOP. It may get you killed. Ted Bundy, the 
serial killer, was a good-looking, well-educated man, 
who always played on the sympathies of unsuspect
ing women. He walked with a cane or a limp and of
ten asked "for help" into his vehicle or with his ve
hicle, which is when he abducted his next victim. 

9. Another Safety Point: Someone told me that 
her friend heard a crying baby on her porch the night 
before last, and she called the police because it was 
late, and she thought it was weird. The police told 
her, "Whatever you do, do not open the door." 

The lady then said that it sounded like the baby 
had crawled near a window, and she was worried 
that it would crawl to the street and get run over. 
The policeman said, "We already have a unit on ·the 
way, whatever you do, DO NOT open the door." He 
told her that they think a serial killer has a baby's cry 
recorded and uses it to coax women out of their 
homes thinking that someone dropped off a baby. He 
said they have not verified it, but have had several 
calls by women saying that they hear baby's cries 
outside their doors when they are home alone at 
night. 

Do not open the door for a crying baby - the 
Crying Baby theory was mentioned on America's 
Most Wanted recently when they profiled a serial 
killer in Louisiana. 

(We are indebted to Jim Waldren for emailing this 
information to us.) Fp 

New 

Truth for Today Commentary 

Isaiah 
by Dan Shackelford, Th.D. 
Hardback • 658 pgs. 

$29.95 plus $5.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • {888) 367-6216 

February 2006 35 
Firm Foundation 



Q A 
By Ce cil May Jr. 

Holy Spirit Baptism 

Question: How many were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit? Was it only the apostles on Pente

cost or the whole 120? Was it "the baptismal mea
sure" of the Spirit that enabled the apostles to impart 
miraculous spiritual gifts to others through the lay
ing on of their hands? Were Cornelius and his house
hold baptized with the Spirit? If so, did Cornelius 
and his household possess that power? (A.F.) 

Answer: The language used in Acts 1 and 2 makes 
it very clear that it was the apostles who were 

baptized with the Holy Spirit, not the whole 120 dis
ciples mentioned in 1:15. Acts 1:26 says, "He 
(Matthias) was numbered with the eleven apostles" 
(thus making it 12 again); then the very next verse 
says, ''And when the day of Pentecost arrived, they 
were all together in one place" (Acts 2: 1). The natural 
antecedent for the pronoun "they" in that verse is 
Matthias and the 11 just mentioned in the previous 
verse. That, then, is that same "they" who received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit (1:25; 2:1-4). After the 
Spirit has come, it is "Peter, standing with the eleven" 
(2: 14 ), and "Peter and the rest of the apostles" (2:3 7) 
that are obviously the recipients of the miraculous en
dowment. 

Was Cornelius baptized with the Spirit? It is unde
niably correct to say, the only two recorded incidents 
of receiving the Spirit that the Bible uses the expres
sion "baptized with the Holy Spirit" are Pentecost and 
the household of Cornelius (Acts 1:5; 11:16). 

Cornelius' house received "the like gift" as the 
apostles on Pentecost (11: 17), and that was the bap
tism of the Spirit (11: 16). However, that does not 
necessarily mean that Cornelius and his household 
had all the same powers the apostles did. No such 
conclusion is necessary. The apostles did not receive 
all their powers of apostleship at Pentecost. They had 
been commissioned as apostles at the time of the lim
ited commission during Jesus' earthly ministry. They 
were empowered even then to, "Heal the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons" (Matt. 
10:8). Again, between Jesus' resurrection and ascen-
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sion we read, "Jesus said to them again, 'Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.' And when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for
give the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you with
hold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld'" Uohn 
20:21-23). 

This is the passage, of course, that Roman Catho
lics use for "proof" of their priests forgiving sins. Even 
if the apostles used this power in the same way that the 
priests claim to use it, that would still be a long way 
from proving that Roman Catholic priests have the 
same power. However, in fact the apostles never say to 
anyone, "Thy sins be forgiven thee," or "I forgive 
you" (Absolve) . Only Christ himself ever said such a 
thing. The use the apostles did make of this power was 
to announce the terms of the gospel upon which man 
could be forgiven. 

Obviously, however, this passage does refer to a 
conveying of the Holy Spirit and of certain apostolic 
power and authority upon the 12 before Pentecost 
and before the "baptism of the Holy Spirit." 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost, then, was a special endowment of power 
(Acts 1:5, 8) upon the twelve (Acts 1:26-2:4) to aid 
them in their particular work of witnessing (Acts 
1:8). But all the powers and the gifts of apostleship 
are not to be traced to that single event. Nor, just be
cause the Holy Spirit fell on the house of Cornelius 
as it did on the apostles at the beginning (Acts 
11: 15), should it be concluded that Cornelius re
ceived the same apostolic powers as the apostles. He 
did receive the same miraculous power to speak in 
to~~u~~·. The e~pression, "the baptism of the Holy 
Spmt, ts used tn connection with that event (Acts 
11: 16). More than that, as far as what he received at 
that time, no man can say with certainty. 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit and the gift and 
powers of apostleship, though related, are not syn
onymous. Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Highway 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

% 



Directory Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
Memorial Dr., DecatUr, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Georgia-

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson -Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@qulk.com 

-Alaska-

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

WasiUa - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- South Carolina -
876401, Wasilla, AI< {907) 745-3011 or {907) Greer-GreerChurchofChrist, 121SS.MainSt., 
373-5583 · Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Nonhpon Church of Christ, 2700 44m Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. .7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
- California -

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
8232, George Serb, lacal contact (510) 655-0388. minister. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Sun. 9• 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

-Colorado-

a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St •. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy.~,$un. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

"A Critical Review of the 'Anti' 
Position on Church Coopera
tion and Orphans Homes" by 
Ralph Gentry Is now online: 

www.lnfoshsregroup.net 
Then click on "solutions." 
Note: Must use Adobe Acro
bat ReadeWO. 

-A great idea
Give a gift subscription 

to Firm Foundation 
1·888-367·6216 

p.m. (Yl mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond- Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 387-8218 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent In •Pentecostalism• or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm F.oundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/ •" . 

paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOt 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.11estions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Wood 

A large collection ol questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLOI $19.99 
Vol. 2 •.......... BKJLo2 $21 .49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~"x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
'EH 'i'i'«m 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton CorTmun 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25'!f. tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is S60 for a 

full page, S45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, S20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank youl 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother W inters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
sdd 6.25% tsx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I,N/ 1//1/ 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related mafter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, cUrectory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ~ds must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-time preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is _committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of.the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a .4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The ability to provide supplemental income or 
outside support may be required. Contact Joe 
Travis 979-864-0291, (joeftravis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yoder@oabs.org. For more information 
see: http://richwdod.cofc.us/. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achiev'e~gre;uer congregational partici
pation, subject to.qversight of the elders.- Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry an~'· working in the Educational 
ministry which involve.s selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing rraiqil)g for Bible class teachers. 
Other responsibilities· include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff Qf.Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Mas.ter.' The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at wwW.Ci.Iufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-inJernet.com 

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-time preacher with experience; married with 
family preferred. 75-member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

The Meridian church of Christ, in Meridian, 
Mississippi, is seeking candidates for a pulpit 
minister.Congregation consists of approximately 
100 members, with. two Elders and three Deacons. 
Pay and benefits nc;sotiable. Please email inquiries 
to Twayne Mobl_ey _at htmobley@comcast.net. 

Full-time preacher' needed for a sound congregation 
ofthe Lord's churtb ih' Scott Depot, WV. 110-120 
members under oversight of elders. Nice brick bldg. 
and preacher's home. For more details, please visit 
our website at w\v\v.churchofchrist-scottdepot.org. 
Contact Lewy Moore, 118 Kilgore Rd., Scott 
Depot, WV 25569~or call (304) 757-7257 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW'J>ennsylvania, is looking for a 
full-rime gospel preacher to work with us. We can 
supply financial support of $500.00/week. If further 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This mi~ht be ideal for someone nearing 

retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 
supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. You will find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We are committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same@ 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail speedbull1@aol.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 17 5 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send r~sum~ (last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

Preachers Available 
"Tent maker" preacher available for appointments 
within driving distance of Memphis, Tenn. Twenty
five years experience. Graduate of Memphis School 
of Preaching. Possibly interested in full-time work. 
Contact Mac Ballard, 138 Henry St., Marion, AR 
72364. (870) 739-3718; (870) 225-1951 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 
trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. Jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Train to preach, earn your degree, no tuition. Bear 
Valley Bible Institute of Denver, 2707 S. Lamar 
St., Denver, CO 80227.,(800) 766-4641 

English Standard· Version 
Deluxe and Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, literary beauty, readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,5000 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.2 pt. type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 
158-134-3507 ................... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pt type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3183 ..................... $44.99 
Burgundy bonded leather 
158-134-3191 ..................... $44.99 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 ..................... $59.99 
Burgundy Genuine leather 
158-134-3205 ..................... $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134-3876 ..................... $32.99 
Hardback Red Letter 
158-134-3167 ..................... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year Bible 
Hardcover 
158-134-3167 ..................... $29.99 
Paperback 
158-134-4449 ..................... $18.99 
Classic Thlnllne Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .................... $29.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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-Panola Lectureship-
carthage Church of Christ • Carthage, Texas 

-Mareh 12·16, 2008-

-The Last Days-

Sunday, Sept. 2& 

9:30 a.m ............ The Last Days of 2 limothy 3:1-5 ••.•••••.•.•...•....•.....•...••.••• Barry Jones 
11 :00 a.m ........•..• Heaven, and What It Will Be Like to Be There .. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
12:00 p.m ....•...•... Fellowship Meal 
4:00 p.m ............ Panel Discussion 
5:00 p.m ....•....•.. Congregational Singing 
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• TheCe sor1o s 
By Frank Chesser 

Clothed in perfect innocence, the first human 
pair walked with God in a world of inef
fable delights. They greeted the dawn of 

each day in anticipation of hearing the voice of God 
making its way through their paradisiacal home. 
Their countenance was free of furrows of grief or re
gret. Pain and sorrow were as alien to their experi
ences as sin is to the mind of God. Their thoughts 
were laced in flawless purity. Their words matched 
the unblemished beauty of Eden. Their lives were 
monuments of loveliness, moving in impeccable har
mony with the will of him in whose image they had 
been made. 

When Adam and Eve left the world of Genesis 1 
and 2 and entered the world of Genesis 3:6, they 
broke the heart of God. But "in wrath" God "remem
bered mercy" (Hab. 3:2), and commenced a 4,000-
year journey that would culminate on Golgotha. Be
cause of Calvary, from sin's beginning to time's end, 
God looks on the penitent, compliant heart with eyes 
of intense love, tenderness, compassion, mercy, and 
forgiveness. "He will turn again, he will have compas
sion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou 
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea" (Mic. 
7: 19). "For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no 
more" (Heb. 8: 12). 

Manasseh wielded the scepter over Judah for 55 
years. He carried the nation into depths of sin that 

surpassed the depravity of the heathen nations that 
preceded them in Canaan (2 Chron. 33:9). He extir
pated every vestige of God from national life and 
permeated Judah with multiple forms of idolatry. He 
desecrated the temple with an idol and even mur
dered his own children as an act of homage to a 
graven image. He extracted the spiritual heart from 
Judah in a bloody assault upon the righteous rem
nant. The words of the text are striking, "Manasseh 
shed innocent blood very much till he had filled 
Jerusalem from one end to another" (2 Kings 21:16). 
Wrapped in chains of suffering, Manasseh clothed 
his heart in deep contrition, penitence, and humility. 
As a result, God "heard his supplication, and brought 
him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom" (2 Chron. 
33:13). 

While fellow Israelites were locked in a life and 
death struggle in the heat of war, David arose from 
his bed on a tranquil spring evening, ascended to the 
roof of his house, and beheld a woman of unusual 
physical beauty bathing herself. Lingering eyes 
turned lustful. Learning of Bathsheba's marital state 
did not prevent David from converting his lust into 
an overt act of adultery. Deception and inducement 
to drunkenness could not conceal his treacherous act 
with another man's wife. Uriah's unexcelled loyalty 
and integrity enabled David to send a letter to Joab 
by Uriah's own hand containing a blueprint for his 
death. A childlike story of a poor man and his lamb 

(continued on page 8) 
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Editorial 

Kingdoms 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Kingdom of God is eternal because 
God is eternal - having neither "be
ginning of days nor end of life." 

There has never been a time when the King
dom of God did not exist; there never will be a 
time when it does not exist. 

Before God made the "heavens and the 
earth and all that in them is," his kingdom ex
isted. When the "stars of the heaven" fall "unto 
the earth, as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs when she is shaken of 
a great wind," God's Kingdom will continue to be. 

To discuss, intelligently, kingdom matters, we must first recog-
nize the various kingdoms: 

1. The EternaP Kingdom of God 
2. The earthly phases of the Eternal Kingdom of God 
3. The realm over which Satan rules 
4. The kingdoms (nations) of this world 
5. The world is also called the kingdom (of God) 
Eden was an earthly manifestation of the Kingdom of God. As 

long as man was dutiful, he lived in supreme happiness and peace. 
That paradise was lost. Man disobeyed his Maker. God drove sin
ful man out of Eden. 

Rarely, an inspired writer or speaker calls the world the king
dom. God made it. It is his. He is sovereign, though his creature 
may refuse his rule. The noun "sovereignty" means "power, con
trol, authority, dominance." Still, in his infinite mercy and limit
less wisdom, God allows man to have free agency. God is the mon
arch of the world, but makes concessions to humankind. God is a 
king who chooses to allow his subjects free range. He does this not 
because he must, but because he loves. His desire is to have man 
make correct decisions and receive rewards accordingly. 

After man lost the garden of God, there was a dismal period of 
increasing wickedness. Sin, inevitably, brings disease and death. 

When the darkness of rebellion filled the whole world, the 
great Noachian flood washed away the sordid mess. The Sover
eign God expressed his holiness and his power. The destruction 
was an affirmation of his powerful word, and a reminder of his 
kingship (2 Pet. 3:5-6). The world, "compacted out of water and 

1 I use the term "eternal" in the sense of what always has been and will always be ... not 
referring to the church because it had a beginning {Matt. 16:13-18), though it will one 
day be absorbed into the Eternal IGngdom, and in that sense is everlasting. 



amidst water," sprang into existence "by the word of God," and by 
that same word, it perished. It was done for the benefit of coming 
generations. 

Next, we learn about Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph and 
his brothers, of the descent into Egypt and the coming of Moses. 

You know that Abram "looked for a city that hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God." 

Abram was expecting the Kingdom of God. 
God said of Sarah, "Kings of peoples shall be of her" (Gen. 

17:6,16). God knew that kings would descend from this noble 
pair. This would include all the kings of Israel and Judah. Balaam 
refers to Jacob and Israel as a kingdom (Num. 24:4-7). 

You know of God's Emancipation Proclamation, when he sent 
Moses to tell Pharaoh, "Let ·my people go." 

The mighty and uplifted arm of God brought the slaves out 
Egypt and into liberty. He freed the captives. 

God gave the liberated people a law at Sinai. "If ye will obey 
my voice indeed and keep my covenant, then ye shall be mine own 
possession from among all peoples: for all the earth is mine: and 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation ..• " 
(Exod. 19:5-6). 

Israel, at the time of her beginning, was a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation (another stage of the Kingdom of God). 

In the Law of Moses, God gave instructions about the behav
ior of Israel's kings (Deut. 17:18, 20). The emphasis was upon 
knowing the will of God and doing it, because that is characteristic 
of the Kingdom of God. 

Saul became king of Israel, but her true ruler was Jehovah. 
Samuel said to the people, "Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and re
new the kingdom there" (1 Sam. 11:14). 

Renew the kingdom? Ah, yes, renew means to rebuild, or to 
return to something. God wanted the kingdom of Israel to be a 
phase of his undying Kingdom. 

llae Eternalliagdom seeks an earthly manifestation. 

David was Israel's greatest king- a type of Messiah. David fore
shadowed; Jesus fulfilled. David was the shadQw; Jesus was the 
substance. 

Christ sits on David's throne (Luke 1:32-33; Isa. 9:6-7; Acts 
2:30-31). 

David, in the Psalms, revealed things about the Kingdom of 
God. For instance: 

"For the kingdom is Jehovah's; and he is ruler over the na
tions" (Ps. 22:28). 

"Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever" (Ps. 45 :6). 
"Jehovah hath established his throne in the heavens; and his 

kingdom is over all" (Ps. 103:19). 
"They [all thy works and all thy saints] shall speak of the glory 

of thy kingdom and talk of thy power" (Ps. 145:11). 
Jehovah makes "known to the sons of men his mighty acts, 

and the glory of the majesty of his kingdom" (Ps. 145:12). 
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"Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
thy dominion endureth throughout all generations" 
(Ps. 145:13). 

David affirms: 
1. God has an everlasting kingdom 
2. God regarded the nation of Israel as an exten

sion of His Kingdom 
3. God's Kingdom has glory and majesty 
4. The Kingdom of God endures through all 

generations 
The history of the house of Israel reveals good 

kings and bad kings. The good ones were always sub
missive to God and obeyed. The bad ones turned 
away from God .and transgressed his word. 

The kingdom of Israel waxed worse and worse (a 
slippery slope), until Babylonian might crushed it. 

There was a restoration. The nation flourished, 
but continued to kill the prophets (symbolic of re
jecting God's message). 

Daniel wrote about the kingdom, saying, (1) God 
would reject Israel and (2) a new phase of the ever
lasting Kingdom of Jehovah would appear. It would 
have unlimited territory. Its king would not be on 
earth, but in heaven (Dan. 7: 13-28). 

Daniel said, Saints receive the kingdom, and 
·Jesus confirmed it (Dan. 7:18; Luke 12:32). 

Daniel, looking into the future, spoke of civil 
kingdoms, and of a rock cut out of the mountain- a 
new aspect of the spiritual Kingdom of God. God's 
kingdom would destroy the kingdoms of men (Dan. 
2:31-4.6), not by military might, but by holiness. 

King Darius said, "[T]he God of Daniel ••• is the 
living God ••• and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed; and his dominion shall be even unto 
the end" (Dan. 6:26). 

Daniel saw in the night visions "one like unto a 
son of man" ije~us) coming to the "ancient of Days 
ijehovah)" and receiving a Kingdom that shall never 
be destroyed .•• "the saints of the Most High shall 
receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for 
ever, even for ever and ever" (Dan. 7:14-18). 

lhe liagclom In the lew Testament 
Prince Immanuel appears. His forerunner was John 
the baptist. 

Many of the Jews were looking for the kingdom 
(Luke 19:11; Mark 15:43; Luke 2:25) 

"And in those days cometh John the baptist, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, Repent 
ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 3:1-
2; Mark 1:15). 
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Jesus and his disciples preached the same mes
sage (Matt. 4:17; 10:7; Lpk~ 8:1, 10). 

John, Jesus, and the disciples preached the gospel 
of the kingdom (Matt. 4:23; Luke 4:43; 8:1; Luke 
9:2). 

The headquarters of the Kingdom is heaven; 
Revelation 4 and 5 describe the heavenly kingdom. 

The lamb, "standing as if it had been slain," estab
lished a kingdom that included "men of every. tribe, 
and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. 5 :9). Jesus 
made them to be "unto our God a kingdom and 
priests; and they reign upon earth" (Rev. 5:10). 

The church is an earthly manifestation of the 
Kingdom of God, and fulfills Daniel7:13-22. 

Jesus said, "If I by the Spirit of God cast out de
mons, then the Kingdom of God is come upon you" 
(Matt. 12:28). The power Jesus exhibited in the 
signs and wonders attending his service on earth 
proved the invisible, remote Kingdom of God had 
come near. "But if I by the finger of God cast out de
mons, then is the kingdom of God come upon you" 
(Luke 11 :20), referring, of course, to the Eternal 
Kingdom of God. 

The Kingdom Comes 

The Kingdom of God, sometimes called Kingdom of 
Heaven, (these terms are used interchangeably in the 
New Testament, however "Kingdom of Heaven" is 
peculiar to Matthew) was announced as near, or at 
hand~ Jesus said that it, the Kingdom, would come 
within the lifetime of the people who heard him teach. 

"And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
There are some here of them that stand by, who shall 
in no wise taste of death, till they see the kingdom of 
God come with power" (Mark 9:1, see also Matt. 
16:28 ••. "the son of maR coming in his Kingdom"; 
and Luke 9:27). 

Mark records Jesus as saying "the kingdom of 
God [will] come with power." The Lord is not speak
ing here of the Eternal Kingdom of God because it 
has always been. He speaks of another aspect of that 
ageless Kingdom - the ·-e~y phase of the Eternal 
Kingdom. The promis~ ·power, and the earthly 
phase of the kingdom were to come at the same time. 
If we identify the time when the power came, we can 
know when this earthly phase of the kingdom came. 

In his final interview on earth with the aposdes, 
Jesus said, "ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 



Jesus said the power would come when the Holy 
Spirit came upon the aposdes. 

Acts 2:1-4 records the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the aposdes and therefore establishes the exact 
moment when the kingdom that had been "at hand" 
came into existence. The kingdom came at about 9 
a.m. on Pentecost Sunday A.D. 30, in the city of 
Jerusalem, as the prophets had foretold. 

The kingdom that Jesus promised became a real
ity. This was "the son of man coming in his king
dom." We must make a clear distinction between the 
Kingdom of God that has existed through all time -
lasting for all time without beginning or end - and 
the kingdom Jesus said would come in the first cen
tury generation with power. The former is the eter
nal kingdom of Almighty God, and later is an earthly 
phase, and extension, of God's unending kingdom. 

This is still another manifestation of the Eternal 
Kingdom - like Eden, or the world, or Israel. The 
indestructible, invisible Kingdom is the home base of 
deity. The "word of th~ kingdom" is critical to the 
existence of the kingdom (Matt. 13:19). 

Jesus explained that man's spirit must be born of 
water to enter the Kingdom of God Uohn 3:5), mak
ing baptism, as an expres~i9n of faith and repen
tance, the door to the kingdOm. To get in, you have 
to go through the door. 

Obeying the word is to receive the kingdom; re
jecting the word is rejecting the kingdom. Jesus 
taught liis ··disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth" (Matt. 
6:10). Uninterrupted obedience to the word of God 
brings the kingdom. "Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who 
is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). 

Jesus taught, in parabolic form, that the kingdom 
is like: 

• Good seed sown in the world (Matt. 13:24; 
Luke 8:5-15) 

• A grain of mustard seed (Matt. 13:31; Luke 
13:18£) 

• Leaven in a lump (Matt. 13:33; Luke 13:20-
21) 

• Buried treasure (Matt. 13:44) 
• A goodly pearl (Matt. 13 :45) 
• A net cast into the sea (Matt. 13:47) 
• A householder who brings out of his treasure 

things new and old (Matt. 13:52 
• A king who made a reckoning with his servants 

(Matt. 18:23) 

• A householder hiring laborers (Matt. 20:1) 
• A marriage feast (Matt. 22:2) 
• Wise and foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1) 
• A nobleman giving money for his servants to 

invest (Luke 19: 12££) 
The Kingdom of God: 
• Belongs to those of child-like faith and trust 

(Luke 18:17) 
• Is hard for the rich man to enter (Luke 18:25) 
• Within the believer - in the spirit (mind), 

sometimes called heart (Luke 17:21) 
• Realized in the invisible, eternal Kingdom of 

God'(Luke 22:16-18) 
• It comes not with observation (can't see it) 

Uohn 18:36) 
• The kingdom of Jesus "is not of this world" 

Uohn 18:36) 
After his resurrection, Jesus spoke "the things 

concerning the kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3). 
The apostles of Jesus misunderstood and sup

posed Jesus had come to "restore the kingdom to Is
rael" (Acts ·1:6), but would know better when the 
Spirit came upon them. 

Phillip preached "good tidings concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 
8:12). 
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Paul and Barnabas told their converts "that 
through many tribulations we must enter into the 
kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). These people were in 
the church, which is the body of Jesus, and therefore 
in a sense they were in the kingdom, seeing the king
dom and the church can be synonymous (Matt. 
16:18-19). Still, they had not yet entered the Eternal 
Kingdom. Flesh and blood cannot enter that king
dom (1 Cor. 15:50). Flesh and blood can enter the 
earthly manifestation of the Eternal Kingdom (Col. 
1:13), but not the Eternal Kingdom itself. God trans
lates mortals into "the kingdom of the son of his 
love," but the mortal must become immortal and the 
corruptible become incorruptible to enter the King
dom of God - the kingdom that has always existed 
and therefore has no beginning (1 Cor. 15:50-5 4 ). 

Only the washed -the holy and pure -can en
ter the Eternal Kingdom of the Almighty (1 Cor. 6:9-
10; Gal. 5:21; Eph. 5:5). 

"The kingdom of God (church of Christ) is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit" (Rom. 4.: 17). The kingdom is 
not in word (only) but (also) in power (1 Cor. 4:20). 
It springs up from sown seed (word) (Luke 8:11-15), 
as that powerful message is confirmed by divine 
demonstrations (Heb. 2:1-4; Mark 16:20). 

We are called by the gospel to walk worthily of 
God and are called "unto" his own (heavenly) king
dom and glory (1 Thess. 2:12; 2 Thess. 2:14; 2 
Thess. 1:5; 1 Tim. 4:18). 
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Jesus sits with Jehovah on the Father's throne 
and upholds all things by the word of his power, be
ing also the head of the body, the church (earthly 
kingdom). The throne upon which Jesus and Jeho
vah sit is forever and ever (Heb. 1:8) 

Purified souls are in the kingdom on earth, 
awaiting promotion into the Eternal Kingdom. They 
are "receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken" 
(Heb. 12:28). Upon entering that regal realm, they 
will be "souls made perfect," fit for companionship 
with angels. 

The saved are heirs of the kingdom. They antici
pate "entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ" ijames 2:5; 2 Pet. 2:11). The 
redeemed are a kingdom and priests ... " (Rev. 1 :6). 
Children of God partake with the apostles "in tribula
tion and kingdom and patience which are in Jesus" 
(Rev. 1:9). The redeemed are "unto our God a king
dom and priests, and they reign upon the earth" (Rev. 
5:1 0). The kingdoms of the world will some glad day 
"become the kingdom of our Lord" (Rev. 11:15). At 
the ultimate coming of Jesus, Satan and his imps will 
be "cast down" (Rev. 12: 10). The day comes when 
"the throne of the beast; and his kingdom" are "dark
ened; and they [the evil of earth]" will gnaw "their 
tongues for pain, and" blaspheme "the God of heaven 
because of their pains and their sores; and they re
pented not of their works" (Rev. 16:10-11). 

Kingdoms of Mea aacl Satan 

There are also other kingdoms at work in the uni
verse. We often read of the earthly kingdoms of men 
-Babel (Gen. 10:10), Shion, and Og (Num. 32:33), 
Babylon ijer. 27:8), Persia (2 Chron. 36:20), 
Ahasuerus (Est. 3:6), etc., Jeremiah refers to "all the 
kingdoms of the world" ijer. 25:26). 

The Bible speaks of the kingdom of Satan, which 
is invisible and in the heart of the wicked. Satan is 
referred to as "the Prince of this world" ijohn 12:31). 
The devil is also called "the prince of the powers of the 
air" (Eph. 2:2). Paul speaks of the "power of dark
ness" (Col. 1:13). The word translated "power" 
means "authority, jurisdiction, rule or government." 

In addition, Satan controls many of the king
doms of men. He showed Jesus the kingdoms of this 
world and offered to give them to him if Jesus would 
fall down and worship Satan (Matt. 4:8-9). 

The world is called the kingdom. In explaining 
the parable of the tares, Jesus said, "the field is the 
world" (Matt. 13:38); he later spoke of gathering 
out of the kingdom (field, or world) the tares - all 



that offends. Jesus says the world is the kingdom .. 
To recapitulate (1) God has an Eternal kingdom, 

(2) he made the world intending that it should be an 
earthly phase of his kingdom, (3) the nation of Israel 
is also said to be the kingdom of God, and (4) Jesus 
came to remove Israel's kingdom and to inaugurate 
another earthly phase of the heavenly Kingdom of 
God. 

Jesus announced that: 
1. The kingdom of Israel, as an earthly exten

sion of the Eternal Kingdom of God (Heaven), 
would be rejected and destroyed. 

2. A new earthly phase of the Eternal Kingdom 
of God (Heaven) would be established, and would 
also be known as the church (the called out people of 
God) . 

3. The day would come when the entire uni
verse would be destroyed and reduced to nothing
ness (consequently the planet earth would be dis
solved with fervent heat) bringing to an end,another 
aspect of God's Kingdom, which is the world (2 Pet. 
3:8-11). 

4. At the time of the final removal of the crea.ted 
utliverse, the church (kingdom of God on earth) will 
be folded into the Eternal Kingdom (1 Cor. 15:24 ). 

There are several destructions of earthly king
doms mentioned in the Bible. When we consider the 
abolishing of a kingdom, we must study the context 
to know to what kingdom the writer refers. The ref
erence could be to Eden, the kingdom of Israel, the 
world and its contents, or Satan and his crew. 

Jesus established his kingdom (church) so the 
world might have light. God is light (1 John 1:5). 
Jesus is the light of the world Oohn 1:9-10; 8:12; 
9:5). The word of God is a lamp and a light (Ps. 
119:105). 

Jesus' disciples are to reflect his light (Matt. 
5:14 ). Saints "shine forth as lights in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation" (Phil. 2:15). The 
light they bring is "the word of life" (Phil. 2:16). 

Each light is to be contagious and kindles other 
lights. Jesus calls men "out of darkness and into his 
marvelous light" (1 Pet. 2:9). 

The kingdom of Satan is a domain of darkness 
(Col. 1:13). Men loved darkness and not light Qohn 
3:19). Most kingdoms of men are darkness. 

When the fullness of time came, God sent forth 
his son to be the light of the world. The world was in 
the dense blackness of darkness. Satan was in con
trol, and is therefore called the "prince of this 
world." 

Jesus brought light and ordains that his followers 
shine as lights in the midst of the darkness. The 
saved person is a point of light. Jesus wills that his 
disciples be multiplied millions of points of light. 
This makes the world glow. Our light is the teaching 
of Jesus. 

Sad to say, Satan, though bound for a thousand 
years, comes out of his hole - his bottomless pit -
and destroys the lights of God. Like the five foolish 
virgins, our lights are going out. 

When the darkness is great and the lights are few 
that will be the day God has appointed to "judge the 
world in righteousness by the man whom he has or
dained, whereof he hath given assurance unto all 
men in that he hath raised him from the dead." 

Jesus commissioned Paul "[T]o open their (Gen
tiles and Jews) eyes, that they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
they may receive remission of sins and an inheritance 
among them that are sanctified by faith in me." 
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The Censorious Eye 
(continued from page 1) 

kindled David's wrath and moved him to exact a 
fourfold payment and the penalty of death. When 
the prophet told David that he was the object of his 
own wrath, he humbled himself mightily before 
God, and in deep penitence confessed his sin. 
Though the consequences of his sin encompassed the 
remainder of his life, God looked upon his penitent 
heart through the eye of "tender mercies" (Ps. 51:1 ), 
and "put away his sins" (2 Sam. 12:13). 

Peter vie.wed himself as a bulwark of spiritual 
strength. He boasted of his ability to stand alone in 
the presence of fearful men like a mountain in the 
midst of a storm. "Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never be offended" (Matt. 
26:33). He opposed the very words of Christ, and 
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adamantly affirmed his choice of death over denial 
(Matt. 26:34-35). At the moment of testing, he sev
ered himself fr~m the presence of Christ, followed 
him from afar, warmed himself by the enemies' fire, 
and culminated his third denial with an oath laden 
with curses. When he wrapped his penitence in tears 
of bitter remorse (Matt. 26:75), God looked forward 
to his Son's blood, now only hours yet future, and 
buried Peter's sins in the graveyard of the past. 

The passion of lust bore the fruit of adultery. 
Hands infused with hypocrisy and impelled by an in
vective spirit, thrust the woman into the presence of 
Christ Oohn 8:3). They could already hear her 
screams of death; visualize the earth reddening with 
blood, as her body lay broken under a hail of stones. 
The incessant inquiries as to the judgment he would 
make punctured the silence of Christ. A void of 
sinless hands to cast the first stone found Jesus and 
the woman alone. Mercy supplanted a stone; for
giveness nullified guilt and liberated a soul from the 
killing power of sin. 

The censorious eye would have cut Adam and 
Eve to shreds and put their helpless souls on the road 
of perdition. This judgmental spirit would have 
driven the stake of death into the heart of Man·asseh, 
pinned David's headless body to the gate of Jerusa
lem, nailed Peter to a cross of wood with the two 
thieves on Golgotha, and pelted the defenseless body 
of the adulterous woman with rocks. 

The censorious eye takes no prisoners. It moves 
across the landscape of humanity, rending into pieces 
all those who refuse to be in its own image. Exhibiting 
a "scorched earth" mentality, it converts lives and 
reputations into fragments and boasts of a trail of 
unending bodies. Its assumptive mystical powers 
transform the hearts of men into literary objects, ana
lyzing and condemning feelings, motives, and intents. 

The censorious eye is destitute of mercy. Will
fully oblivious to its own faults and failures, it scruti
nizes the lives of others with the spirit of condemna
tion. It struts about with a superior air, viewing with 
disdain all those who are "not kindred in spirit. It dips 
its pen in venom and poisons the bloodstream of 
men who, many times, are unknowingly objects of its 
influence. It bloodies reputations, fuels suspicious, 



fosters distrust, and foments strife. It transforms am
bassadors of love into warriors of hate. Smiting one's 
breast with an introspective look and a plea for 
mercy (Luke 18: 14) is conduct wholly foreign to its 
own experience. 

The censorious eye is insecure. Honesty would 
elicit admission of a feeling of discomfort in its own 
skin. Bigness in its own eye is secured by diminishing 
the size of others. Advancement made in the life of 
another by hard work, sacrifice, and discipline is 
viewed as a personal threat to be suppressed instead 
of conduct to be emulated. 

The censorious eye lacks discernment. The hy
percritical man is often a self-appointed purveyor of 
truth. He is unable to perceive the difference in con
tending and being contentious. It ranks personalities 
above principles. The rancorous nature of its words 
negates the sound of its message. It wraps the truth 
in a verbal thunderstorm. It walks with cleated feet 
in an ostensible defense of the gospel of love. 

The censorious eye is prejudiced. It grants diplo
matic immunity to its friends. It peers indulgently at 
beams in the eyes of allies while exhibiting a search 
and destroy mentality regarding the motes in the 
eyes of assumed enemies. It ignores errors in those of 
like mind while inflating and publicizing the faults of 
those who refuse to bow to its own demands. It 
claims consistency for its own actions while decrying 
the absence thereof in the lives of others. 

The censorious eye is unrelenting. It never quits. 
Its eyelid never droops in weariness. It can hammer a 
perceived fault for years and never experience fa
tigue. The passing of time does not abate the 
strength of its vision. Its sphere of operation is never 
invaded by doubt as to its conduct. It is ever vigilant. 
It has an insatiable thirst for new prey to be added to 
the old list of those it has deemed to be "heretics." 

The censorious eye is evil. It traverses the sewers 
of life in ceaseless search of ammunition to riddle the 
character of objects of its wrath. It shoots to kill. It 
possesses the heart of a vulture and the spirit of a 
tabloid. It screams with sadistic delight over human 
debris that its own efforts have fashioned. It wraps a 
piece of truth in a package of lies. Its ear is ever open 
to rumor. It revels in "hearing and telling some new 
thing" about those whose hearts are not kin to its 
own. It holds a "gnostic" view of itself. It hates with 
vigor. It can justify in its own sight the most vicious 
act perpetrated upon victims of its own anger. "But if 
thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be dark-

ness, how great is that darkness" (Matt. 6:23). 
The censorious eye runs roughshod over every 

tender sentiment of the gospel. Its bullying disposi
tion and threatening demeanor darken the spirit of 
all who come under its influence. Its lungs breathe 
the air of envy, and its heart pulsates with bitterness. 
It quenches evangelistic ardor, breeds fear, nullifies 
love, and positions brethren on the field of battle, at 
war with one another. When God calls an end to 
time, the censorious eye shall cry in vain for mercy, 
"For he shall have judgment without mercy that hath 
showed no mercy, and mercy rejoiceth against judg
ment" Uames 2:13). 
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When is Church, Church? 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

U nderstanding when the church is considered 
an assembly authorized· by jesus to wor
ship and observe spiritual matters is neces

sary in order to know when certain passages of Scrip
ture apply to practices inside and outside the assem
bly. Principles that govern these are as follows: (1) If 
a passage governs practices to be observed only when 
the church publicly meets, it may apply only to the 
general assembly of the church. (2) A passage that 
applies to the assembled congregation may apply to 
the members when they are not assembled. (3) Prin
ciple 2 is all-inclusive unless i~ is modified by ·other 
consideration. 

Principle (I) 
The word church, ekklesia, can refer to ·a congrega
tion of the Lord that is assembled to worship. In such 
a case, "church" includes the entire congregation 
gathered together. Paul wrote, "Therefore if the 
whole church comes together in one place ••• " In 
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such meetings: (a) speaking in tongues is to be lim
ited to two or three speakers who are to speak in 
tum (1 Cor. 14:27); (b) no more than two or three 
prophets are to speak and that one at a time (1 Cor. 
14:29); (c) women are not to speak (1 Cor. 14:24). 
"Speak" in this context means to address the assem
bly. These principles apply only to an assembly, for 
how could a speaker address a non-existent assem
bly? 

An assembly of Christians can have an "official" 
(a word objected to by some but is used for lack of a 
better term) beginning and ending point. Paul men
tioned what woJild apply if the whole church comes 
together. This would imply a starting time. The 
town clerk dismissed an assembly of people (Acts 
19:41), indicating an ending time. The moment be
fore a service officially tiegins- and the moment im
mediately following its ending, the principles gov
erning the assembly do not apply. They apply only 
when the whole church is assembled. This is to be 
compared with a ball game. The blowing of a whistle 
and the statement, "Play ball," begins a game and the 
blowing of a whistle ends a game. Before this and 
after this nothing that is ·done counts toward the 
scoring of the game. 

Certain principles govern the Lord's Supper. It is 
to be observed when the church meets as a congrega
tion of the Lord. Luke wrote, "When the disciples 
came together to break bread" (Acts 20:7); and Paul 
wrote, "come together" (1 Cor. 11: 17), "come to
gether as a church" (1 Cor. 11:18), "come together 
in one place" (1 Cor. 11 :20), "come together" 
(1 Cor. 11:33), and "come together" (1 Cor. 11:34). 
All that Paul wrote in this section applies to the gath
ering of Christians when they meet together as a 
congregation to observe the Lord's Supper. It does 
not apply outside the assembly because we observe 
the Supper in an assembly of Christians. 

Prladple (2) 

Some principles that govern practices in the assem
blies are to be respected outside the assemblies. 
Women are to be in subjection inside and outside the 
assemblies (1 Cor. 11:3; 14:34; Eph. 5:24). God can 



be praised in song and communicated with in prayer 
when the church gathers together or outside an as
sembly (Act 16:25). Principles governing worship 
Uohn 4:23, 24) inside the assembly including 
prayers, singing, and teaching would apply equally as 
well outside the assembly. Adding the rosary and in
cense to prayers or secular instead of biblical teach
ing in Bible lessons would be as foreign to God's 
word as seeking to worship God with instruments, 
hand clapping, and arm waving inside as well as out-
side of the assembly. · 

Principle (3) 
Some principles that govern an assembly do not ap
ply outside an official meeting of the church. Before 
the start of a service and afterward, speakers, when 
scattered throughout a congregation, all have the 
right to visit with friends at the same time, but when 
the service begins they are to speak one at a time un
til the assembly is dismissed. Women can visit with 
others before and after the service begins, but would 
need be silent during the preaching part of the wor
ship period. (1 Cor. 14:34, 35). 

The Lord's Supper is to be observed in an assem
bly on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). At that 
time bread and fruit of the vine are the only elements 
to be used on the Lord's table (1 Cor. 10:16-21). The 
reason this is true is that God has made a choice. 
However, Christians have the right to use any food, 
with a few exceptions (Acts 15 :29), they choose on 
their own table at home when God has made no 
choice (Rom. 14:2). 

Assembled Fundions 
As recorded in the Bible, the local church, whether 
large or small (Matt. 18:20), met for various pur
poses. Two of these were observed only on the 
Lord's Day, which were for the purpose of: 
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• Observing the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 
11:17-18,20, 33-34). 

• Giving as they had been prospered (1 Cor. 
16:1-2). 

Other church gatherings that could have been on 
Sunday but not restricted to the first day of the week 
included the following activities: 

• Prayer (Acts 4:31). 
• Decision making (Acts 6:2). 
• Teaching (Acts 11 :26). 
• Making reports (Acts 14:27; 15:4). 
• Discipline (Matt. 18:17; 1 Cor. 5:4). 
• Singing (Heb. 2: 12). 
Some meetings did not include a complete con-

gregation: 
- • Paul met with the apostles (Acts 9:27). 

• Prayers were said in Mary's house (Acts 12:5, 
12). 

• Paul met with the Ephesian elders (Acts 20:17-
18; 21:18). 

Some things that were done in the general assem
blies were also done outside of them. 

• Praying (Acts 2:42; Acts 9:40; 16:25; 20:36; 
21:5; 22:17). 

• Singing (Eph. 5:19; Acts 16:25; James 5:13). 
• Teaching (11:26; 5:42;18:26; 20:20). 
Certain principles govern the church when it is 

assembled and not assembled. These are to be re
spected. In other cases freedom to do what we may 
choose can be exercised outside the assemblies when 
God has made no choice. 
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The Restoration Principle 
By Stephen Wiggins 

e Bible is full of great principles that serve to 
irect mankind down a course in harmony 

with God's will. One such principle is com
monly referred to as the "restoration principle." This 
great principle serves as the basis for a universal plea 
made by churches of Christ - the restoration plea. 
This plea is basically an appeal made to mankind to 
go by the Bible and the Bible alone in matters reli
gious; without admixture of religious practices based 
on human authority. It is a plea that points to the fact 
that one must have biblical authority for every prac
tice pertaining to the work and worship of the 
church. 

The Principle Stated 

Jeremiah makes this passionate plea in his preaching, 
"Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and see, 
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls: 
but they said, We will not walk therein" Uer. 6:16). 
It is here that the prophet enunciates the restoration 
principle. 

Note that Jeremiah attributed this principle to a 
"thus saith the Lord." It was God who inspired the 
prophet to make the plea for a return of God's 
people to the "old paths" which they had forsaken. 
The plea is for them stand, look, and ask for the "old 
paths" wherein is the "good way." They were to 
"walk therein" by which they would receive "rest" or 
spiritual refreshment for their souls. 

It was necessary for the prophets to call God's 
people back to the Law of Moses which they had for
saken. God said through Jeremiah that his people 
"have not hearkened unto my words; and as for my 
law, they have rejected it" (6:19). God wanted his 
people to be "restored" back to a right relationship 
with him by returning to the Law, embracing its 
truths, and living in harmony with its precepts and 
principles. Their soul's salvation depended on it. 

The Prladple Explained 

The Restoration Plea is not a request for people to 
return to ancient customs or human traditions. It is 
not a plea for people to return to a particular culture 
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that would pertain to one's dress or mode of travel. 
This plea does not involve the origin of a new reli
gion or denomination. Nor is it a discovery of any 
new revelation from God. Incidentals as to what lan
guage was spoken, what kind of food was eaten, or 
what one did for an occupation had nothing to do 
with asking people to return to the "old paths" of 
New Testament Christianity. 

Rather, when Jeremiah pled for God's people to 
ask for the "old paths" wherein they would find 
"rest" for their souls he had in mind a restoration 
that was spiritual in nature. The restoration had to 
do with people returning to God and his divine will 
they had forsaken. Jeremiah wanted God's people to 
accept and embrace once again "my words" and "my 
law" they had formerly rejected. It was a plea for 
people to come back and live in harmony with God's 
divine will concerning to their daily lives of worship 
and devotion. Their soul's salvation was contingent 
upon their restoring the religious practices that God 
obligated them to observe. 

The Principle Illustrated 
The restoration principle may be illustrated from 
many passages within the Bible, but one of the most 
significant is in 2 Kings 23:1-25. At this point in his
tory the Jewish people had apostatized from the Law 
of Moses and Jeremiah is making his urgent appeal 
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for a return to God's word. The "book of the law" is 
discovered in the temple and king Josiah has it read 
in his hearing. This is when Josiah realizes that "the 
wrath of Jehovah is kindled against us, because our 
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this 
book, to do according unto all that which is written 
concerning us" (2 Kings 22:13). 

Josiah then launched a great restoration move
ment among God's people by doing several things: 
(1) He had God's word read to all the people so they 
would know what God expected them to do in their 
religious practice; (2) He made the determined deci
sion that he and all the people were going to be obe
dient to the divine will with all their being; (3) He 
dispensed of foreign and unauthorized religious 
practices that were not in harmony with God's di
vine direction; ( 4) He reinstated religious practices 
such as the Passover feast "as it is written" in the 
book of the covenant. 

Thus the king brought about a great restoration 
of the spiritual truths and religious practices in the 
lives of God's people which God had instructed 
them to embrace in the Law of Moses. That this was 
pleasing to God is demonstrated by the commend
able comment inspiration records of Josiah: ''And 
like unto him was there no king before him, that 
turned to Jehovah with all his heart, and with all his 
soul, and with all his might, according to all the law 
of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him" 
(2 Kings 23:25). 

The Principle Applied 

The concept of restoration within the realm of reli
gion implies the possibility of apostasy. Both Jer
emiah and Josiah made their pleas of restoration 
based on the fact that man can and actually did fall 
away from God; and thus stood in need of returning 
to God. The concept of restoring New Testament 
Christianity would be ludicrous if apostasy is impos
sible. One of the primary reasons why you never 
hear of denominationalism making a plea for the res
toration of New Testament Christianity is because of 
the erroneous views they hold on the impossibility of 
apostasy. 

The New Testament clearly teaches it is possible 
for one to "fall away" or "depart" from the standard 
of God's divine revelation (2 Thess. 2:3; 1 Tim. 4:1) . 
The scriptures further indicate that this often hap
pens with both individuals and entire congregations 
(2 Tim. 2:17-18; Gal. 5:4; Heb. 3:12; Rev. 2:5). 
Since this is the case the only proper recourse for 

those individuals and congregations is to be restored 
back to a right relationship with God (Gal. 6: 1). This 
is accomplished when apostates return to the "old 
paths" of God's original ideals pertaining to the 
practice of New Testament Christianity. 

The first-century church is commended for "con
tinuing steadfastly in the apostles' teaching" (Acts 
2:42). This apostolic teaching was actually spiritual 
truths revealed through the apostles by the Holy 
Spirit Qohn 16:13}. It is within this context of in
spired teaching that the apostles are to teach the dis
ciples "to observe all things whatsoever I com
manded you" (Matt. 28:20). Thus, for the early 
church to diligently maintain adherence to the 
apostles' inspired teaching was exactly what God ex
pected and demanded. For the early Christians to 
have progressed beyond the perimeters of God's di
vine revelation would have been presumptuous and 
sinful, jeopardizing the salvation of their souls. They 
understood that in order to remain faithful to God it 
was necessary to "abide in the doctrine of Christ" (2 
John 9). 

It is no different today. For God to be pleasing 
with our efforts to live the Christian life we must 
comply with God's divine direction. That same God
given direction that God supplied to the first-century 
church is available for us today. We have it embodied 
in written form upon the pages of the Bible, specifi
cally the .New Testament. The scriptures supply us 
with every need in the realm of information and mo-
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tivation to live faithfully before God. By adhering to 
its precepts and principles we are rendered "com
plete" in God's sight (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

The most significant way in which the restora
tion principle applies today is in regard to the Bible 
as the authoritative standard. The Pope, the Quran, 
the Book of Mormon, church manuals, or human 
traditions can not be the "rule of faith" to which 
man appeals for divine direction. The apostle Peter 
stated, "If any speaks, let him speak as it were the 
oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4: 11). The Bible alone is our 
ultimate standard of authority. Man must further ap
preciate that biblical authority is mandatory for 
every practice pertaining to Christianity (Col. 3: 17). 
Man is not at liberty to "direct his steps" by doing 
what is "right in his own eyes" Ger. 10:23; Judg. 
21:25). 

This restoration principle then, in turn, serves as 
the basis for the way in which we think and what we 
do. For example, avenues of worship must be offered 
"in truth," in accordance with God's dictates, and 
without the accompaniment of mechanical instru
ments of music Oohn 4:24; 17 :17). Baptism is by 
dipping, a burial, and resurrecting, and not by sprin
kling (Col. 2: 12). The biblical design of baptism is 
further appreciated as "for the remission of sins," 
which indicates it as an intricate part of the new 
birth Oohn 3:5; Acts 2:38). The oneness of the 
church is valued in contrast to the denominational 
concept (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). In short, every aspect 
of Christianity has already been predetermined in 
the mind of God and related to m~nkind within the 
revelation of his word, the Bible. It is man's duty, 
then, to respect those divine dictates in preaching 
and practice. 

The Principle Denied 

Sadly, there are always those who repudiate the resto
ration principle and are unembarrassed to say so. 
Some of the first to reject this principle were the very 
ones who Jeremiah spoke to in his day. When the 
prophet made his plea for God's people to return to 
the "old paths" the Bible records, "but they said, We 
will not walk therein" Uer. 6:16). The tragic results 
eventually led to Judah being ushered into Babylonian 
captivity as punishment for their apostasy. The writer 
catches the tragedy succinctly in only four words in 
the Hebrew original: "and the Lord was not willing to 
forgive" (2 Kings 24:4). 

That same disposition so prominent in Jeremiah's 
day runs rampant among many brethren today. One 
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preacher publicly chided the brotherhood for what he 
styled "the old paths mentality," an obvious allusion 
to Jeremiah's inspired words. Another brazenly pon
tificates, "I reject pattern theology," even though Paul 
encourages us to "Hold the pattern of sound words" 
(2 Tim. 1: 13 ). Still another sarcastically ridicules the 
idea of any attempt to restore the New Testament 
church as if there could be no scriptural recourse if 
and when a congregation apostatized. 

Conclusion 
The Restoration Principle must be enunciated con
tinuously. It is a never-ending plea that never grows 
outdated or obsolete. There will never be a time, this 
side of our Lord's second coming, wherein this plea 
should not be shouted from the housetops. And, al
though I would argue that churches of Christ today 
have restored the great fundamentals of the faith, 
this does not mean that we are at liberty to cease ar
ticulating this great plea for the resort ration of New 
Testament Christianity. 

Three reasons why: (1) there is always the danger 
of apostasy among those of our own brethren within 
this current generation; (2) our young people, along 
with generations yet unborn, must constantly be 
taught and reminded of this worthy plea; (3) there 
are always those "honest and good hearts" within 
the world looking for the practice of pure and unde
filed religion. There is not anything wrong with this 
plea of ours which is based on the Restoration Prin
ciple. In fact, to ignore this great scriptural principle 
is to do so to our own peril. 
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Questionnaire on OHice of Senior Minister 
By A B. Gregoreo 

I recently received a letter from Brother I.A. 
Young asking a series of questions about 
senior ministers and churches of Christ. Having 

preached for only 49 years, and having attained 
only a bachelors' degree, I find myself unable to 
supply the answers for his questions. I have searched 
through several hundred books and was not able to 
find anything respecting this high office and churches 
of Christ. I am including herewith his ques
tions. Perhaps some good brother who has attained 
this exalted position can help supply the information 
he desires. From letters and emails I receive I see that 
in the last 10 years, a number of our churches have 
secured such illustrious men. Unfortunately I have 
never personally met any of them. Now to Bro. 
Young's questions: 

•!• Must I be aged or a senior saint before I can be 
named a senior minister? Some of the senior minis
ters I have met seem quite young. 

<• Must I have at least five years of schooling or 
experience to be classified as a senior minister? 

•:. Is there a required number of years of experi
ence in preaching before being qualified for the of
fice? 

•!• Must I have superior knowledge to my fellow
preachers to acquire senior status? 

•!• Is this a title of distinction and honor such as 
Jesus had in mind in Matthew 23:8-10? 

•!• Must I have received special recognition in the 
world of ministerial or theological attainments? For 
example, must I hold the Doctorate, or a Masters in 
Pastoral Care to become a senior minister? 

•!• Would it be to my advantage to secure my ad
vance degrees from· a respected denominational semi
nary? 

•!• Is this in someway similar to being a Senior Pas
tor like my Lutheran friend, or perhaps a Eucharistic 
Minister who is licensed to dispense the communion? 

<·Could you please refer me to the Biblical refer
ences that mention this high office so I could re
search the subject and aspire for it? 

•:. Would my wife automatically become a senior 
minister's wife, or does it take a special dispensation 
and appointment for that to occur? 

•!•If I get to be senior minister, will all my co
workers automatically become junior ministers, or 
do they have to meet certain standards to be so hon
ored? 

•!• How will my congregants and junior ministers 
address me when I become a senior minister? 

•!• Does a senior minister command a higher sal
ary as recognition for his attainment? 

•!• Would I get an appropriate plaque for my of
fice door that would remind everyone entering that I 
am indeed their senior minister? 

•!• Should I be elevated to senior minister status 
will I get a suitable document to frame and hang on 
the wall of my office, so folks will know my position 
and show proper respect when consulting me? 

•!• If I should finally get my appointment as a se
nior minister, can I expect some kind of tag for my 
car that will identify me and my position, "clergy" or 
some other appropriate title that will benefit a man 
of such important position? 

•!• What perks and privileges go with this special 
appointment? Do I get a reserved parking place? 
How about a special padded chair in a prominent 
place in the church auditorium? Would I be expected 
to dress differently to reflect my high office? 

•!• Do I get a special ring, a lapel pin, a staff or a 
seal to wear about my neck like some of my fellow 
senior ministers in neighboring denominations? 

•!• When I finally make senior status, can I expect 
anything like a larger office, a new desk and chair, 
my own private phone line or a church credit card? 

•!• As senior minister, will all baptisms, weddings 
and funerals be reserved for me to perform? Would 
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junior ministers be qualified to undertake such sa
cred rites? 

•:• If I can gain my senior minister status would I 
have more time for golf and fishing? Would I be free 
of such tiresome things as soul-winning, reclaiming 
the fallen, counseling, visiting the sick and suffering? 

•:• Does the office of senior minister offer tenure 
or job protection for those who attain it? Such does 
go with high office in the world of academia. 

•:• Should I attain to the status of senior minister, 
what can I hope for in terms of future advancement? 
Could I hope for elevation to the bishop's chair of 
my church? 

•:• Do degrees from some universities of high aca-

demic standing offer better hope for senior status 
than some of the lesser colleges and schools of 
preaching? 

•:• Is there any advantage to the aspirant for se
nior status if he can claim kindred to notable preach
ers of the past? 

•:• Should I find a larger church with a more inter
esting salary package, can I take my senior status 
with me? 

If any of my readers can help Bro. Young with 
answers to these questions both he and I will be most 
grateful as will many of our readers. 
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Lutheran Church 
Compiled and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Lutheran Church came into existence as a 
result of the efforts of Martin Luther (1483 
-1546) to reform the Roman Catholic 

Church. Luther was an exceptional student and had 
earned a Masters degree by the time he was 21, and 
intended to take up the study of law. He suddenly 
abandoned his studies, sold his books, and entered 
the Augustinian monastery in Erfurt, Germany. The 
decision surprised his father and friends. Luther was 
to later say that the decision was made because he 
had "several brushes with death ... ," making him 
aware of the fleeting character of life. 

In the monastery, Luther became steeped in the 
theology of Augustine of Hippo. 

Ordained in 15 07, Luther was asked to study the
ology to become a professor at one of the many new 
German universities staffed by monks. In November 
1510, on behalf of seven Augustinian monasteries, he 
made. a visit to Rome, where he was shocked by the 
worldliness of the Roman clergy. In 1512 he received 
his doctorate and took over the chair of biblical theol
ogy at the University of Wittenberg, which he held 
until his death. 

Though uncertain of God's love and his own sal
vation, Luther was active as a teacher. Sometime dur
ing his study of the New Testament in preparation 
for his lectures, he came to believe that Christians 

16 March 2006 
Firm Foundation 

are saved not through their own efforts but by the 
gift of God's grace, which they accept by faith only. 
The event was crucial in Luther's life, because it 
turned him decisively against some of the major te
nets of the Roman Catholic Church, especially the 
emphasis on good works. 

Luther became a controversial figure when he 
published (Oct. 31, 1517) his Ninety-Five Theses, op
posing the manner in which indulgences (release 
from the temporal penalties for sin through the pay
ment of money) were being sold to raise money for 
the building of Saint Peter's Cathedral in Rome. 
Luther's spirited defense and further development of 
his position through public university debates in 
Wittenberg and other cities resulted in an investiga
tion by the Roman Curia that led to the condemna
tion of his teachings, June 15, 1520, and his excom
munication, January 1521. 

Summoned to appear before Emperor Charles V 
at .the Diet (legislative assembly) of Worms (city in 
southwestern Germany) in Aprill521, he was asked 
before the assembled secular and ecclesiastical rulers 
to recant. He refused firmly, asserting that he would 
have to be convinced by Scripture and clear reason 
to do so and that going against conscience is not safe 
for anyone. 

Condemned by the emperor, Luther was taken 



away by his prince, the elector Frederick the Wise of 
Saxony, and kept in hiding at Wartburg Castle. There 
he began his translation of the New Testament from 
the original Gr~ek into German. Disorders in 
Wittenberg caused by some of Luther's more ex
treme followers forced his return to the city in 
March 1521, and he restored peace through a series 
of sermons. 

As Luther's health began to deteriorate, he was 
unhappy because of the resurgence of the papacy and 
by what he perceived to be an attempt by Jews to 
take advantage of the confusion among Christians 
and reopen the question whether Jesus was messiah. 
H e wrote a strongly worded argument against the 
Jews, and polemics against the papacy, and one wing 
of the reformers, the Anabaptists {those who baptize 
adults, especially adults who were sprinkled in in
fancy) . Luther died on Feb. 18, 1546, at age 63. 

In the 19'h century Luther's reformation lived on 
in more romantic forms that gave a greater place to 
emotions. At least two schools should be singled out. 
One, in the tradition of G.W.F. Hegel, saw Christian 
development against a huge screen of "thesis" and 
"antithesis," and under the historian F.C. Baur at 
Tiibingen posed Hebraic versus Hellenic, Catholic 
versus Protestant themes and movements. This school 
began to cast doubt on fact and event in history and 
soon began to speak in terms of biblical myth. 

Lutherans, propelled by a variety of motives, 
were guided by leaders either unaware of or com
petitive with one another (as, for instance, "Pietists" 
versus "Confessionalists"), and they tended to be 
isolated. As they became aware of one another, they 
became contentious. In the mid-19 '" century, for in
stance, a shaping influence was Samuel S. Schmucker, 
a Gettysburg (Pennsylvania) Seminary professor, 
who advocated Americanization and cooperation 
with the Reformed evangelical churches. Partly in re
action, the more Lutheran Confessional-minded 
Charles Porterfield Krauth, also at Gettysburg, 
stressed Lutheran distinctiveness. More militant in 
his defense of 17'h-century orthodoxy was the shaper 
of the Missouri Synod, Carl F.W. Walther, who was 
president of both the synod a nd its principal semi
nary, Concordia, at St. Louis. Walther advocated a 
policy that for-bade Lutherans from communing or 
praying together if their synods were not in complete 
doctrinal agreement with one another (Encyclopedia 
Britannica). 

Luther was not a systematic theo logian, but 
his work was subtle, complex, and immensely influ-

entia!. It was inspired by his careful study of the New 
Testament, but it was also influenced in important 
respects by the 4'"-century theologian Augustine. 

Lutheran Doctrine 

The moral precepts of the Lutheran Church set a 
high tone based on the Ten Commandments, the 
Lord's Prayer, and the Apostles Creed. Luther 's 
Small Catechism (LSC) emphatically condemns mur
der, abortion, euthanasia, and suicide (LSC, #52); 
special creation is approved and evolutionism con
demned as not "scientifically verifiable" (LSC, #97, 
103, 105). 

The fundamental doctrine of the Lutheran 
Church is based on {1) the Bible, (2) the Augsburg 
Confession (AC) and the Apo logy of the Augsburg 
Confession (AP), and (3) Luther's Catechism (LC), 
and the Formula of Concord (FC). The Bible is fil
tered through the creed books. LC says that humans 
can understand the Bible by applying rules of lan
guage, such as grammar and logic, but, inconsis
tently, says humans must have the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to have a proper understanding of scrip
tures (Question #5) . 

The Lutheran Church in Ameri ca has split into 
two major groups, each group having many subdivi-
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sions ... one is called Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) and the other is called Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). 

The ELCA is liberal and appears to have ac
cepted the Wellhausen Documentary Hypothesis and 
other aspects of German religious-rationalism. The 
ELCA is unsure of Bible miracles, including ful
filled prophecy, and is not firm on any point of doc
trine, including homosexuality. It is oriented in 
the social gospel, which they call "social justice" 
and is more concerned about the quality of life on 
earth than about the life to come. Still, if they com
ment on a point of Lutheran teaching, they generally 
conform to the Augsburg Confession (See http:// 
www.elca.org). 

The LCMS group is strong on verbal inspiration 
and the inerrancy of the original manuscripts of the 
Bible (See http://www.lcms.org). 

The Basic teaching of Lutheranism includes: 

(1) ·Babies are born totally depraved (corrupt), 
having inherited the guilt of the original sin of Adam 
and Eve; 

(2) Babies must be sprinkled as a form of baptism 
to receive remission of sins (LSC #245B, 247). In
fants who are sprinkled must have sponsors (LSC 
#247). The Christian (Lutheran) Cyclopedia, infants, 
says: 

M. Luther fostered instruction and tried to in
volve infants and other children in the life of 
the church. He advocated baptism for infants 
and other children because it is·God's will. He 
granted that Scripture does not explicitly 
command infant baptism, but pointed out (1) 
that Scripture does not say "You are to baptize 
adults and not children" and (2) that "na
tions" (Mt 28: 19) includes infants (WA 26, 
158 and 166). LC IV 57 holds that infants 
should be baptized because of God's general 
command. Later catechisms hold that infants 
should be baptized because they can believe 
(Mt 18:6; Mk 10:13-16) and because Bap
tism is the only means whereby they can ordi
narily be regenerated. Apology of Augsburg 
Confession (AP) IX 1 states that Baptism is 
necessary for salvation, but the Lutheran Con
fessions and Luther do not say that the unbap
tized are damned. In Baptism children are 
committed to God and become acceptable to 
Him (Augsburg Confession [AC]) - IX. Ap IX 
2: "It is most certain that the promise of salva
tion also applies to little children ...• There
fore it is necessary to baptize children, so that 
the promise of salvation might be applied to 
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them according to Christ's command (Mt 
28:19)." Smalcald Articles (SA) - III V 4: 
"children should be baptized, for they, too, 
are included in the promise of redemption 
which Christ made .•.• " Infants are in need of 
regeneration because they are born in sin (AC 
II; Ap II; Formula of Concord (FC) - C 1). By 
Baptism a child is received into the Christian 
community, receives the promise, and enters 
Christ's kingdom (LC IV 2, 39, 67); 

(3) God wants all humans to keep all of his com
mands (LSC #74), but humans cannot keep all of the 
commands of God because of inherited sinful nature 
(LSC #7 5). Humans cannot be saved by law because 
it is the function of law to condemn (LSC #7 6); 

(4) God predestines who will be saved, but not 
who will be lost (Christian [Lutheran] Cyclopedia, 
predestination). LCMS vigorously condemns "dou
ble predestination," that is, that God predestined 
those who would be saved and also those who would 
be lost - sometimes called "the doctrine of election 
and reprobation"; 

(5) The Holy Spirit comes directly and immedi
ately into the life of those who are predestined to sal
vation, granting the grace of salvation by faith only 
-if not sprinkled in infancy, the adult is then to be 
instructed and sprinkled (LSC #246). The Christian 
(Lutheran) Cyclopedia says: 

In one sense the Holy Spirit is wholly beyond 
reach of man; man makes no contribution to 
Him or to his grasp of Him (Jn 3:8). But the 
Christian has received the Holy Spirit and His 
power through Baptism (Tts 3:5) and can con
tinually reinforce His presence through the 
Word of the Gospel (1 Ptr 1:22-25). Man is 
equipped with the Holy Spirit to communi
cate the grace of God in Christ jesus, the for
giveness of sins, and the life of the Spirit to 
others (Mt. 28: 19-20; Lk 24:45-49; ]n 
20:21-23); 

(6) A saved person is to maintain purity through 
confession and pastoral absolution (LSC #261, 262, 
263, 266, 268). The pastor (preacher) has power to 
arbitrarily forgive and retain sins (based on John 
20:23); 

(7) Salvation is by grace only, which brings the gift 
of faith and forgiveness (LSC #184, 186); 

(8) Good works are fine, but have nothing to do 
with forgiveness and salvation; 

(9) Second coming of Jesus and destruction of the 
earth is affirmed, but premillennialism is rejected 
(LSC #147); 
(10) Human sins are imputed to Jesus, and his righ-



teousness is imputed to those predestined to be saved 
(LSC #182); 
(11) God gives eternal life to all believers in Christ 

- eternal life is a present possession and cannot be 
lost, which is the doctrine of the impossibility of 
apostasy (LSC #190, 191); 
(12) The actual body and blood of Jesus are literally 

present in the unleavened bread and wine on the 
Lord's table, but the bread and wine are unchanged 
(LSC #287, 288), by which he taught that the literal 
body and blood of Jesus are "in, with, and through" 
the bread and the wine. 

In addition Luther condemned praying to idols 
or saints (LSC #195); He denied the Roman Catho
lic doctrine of purgatory; And taught there are only 
two sacraments1 - baptism and the Lord's Supper 
(LSC #237). 

Corrections and Observations 
We will follow the numbers as used above in present
ing Lutheran _Doctrine: 

(1) Babies are not born corrupt and sinful, but 
come into the world pure and holy. God gives the 
human spirit at the time of conception (Eccl. 12:7). 
Jehovah is the father of every human spirit (Heb. 
12:9). Notice: there is one father of all spirits, but 
many fathers of the flesh. Jehovah in his very nature 
could not give nor father some that is less than very 
good. 

(2) The Bible teaches that Baptism involves dip
ping (burial and resurrection) for the purpose of re
ceiving remission of sin (Matt. 3:16; Acts 8:38; John 
3:23; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12). Luther said, "Baptism 
means washing, immersing, pouring, and the like" 
(LSC #239). Infant baptism is not mentioned in the 
Bible. He also understood that sins are forgiven in 
the water of baptism to a properly prepared candi
date (LSC #247). 

(3) It is true that all sin and fall short of God's 
glory {Rom. 3:23 ), but it is not true that man has an 
inherited sinful nature {see (1) above). There is a law 
that makes sinful man free from the law of sin and 
death {Rom. 8:1-2). Luther fails to distinguish be
tween the various laws mentioned in the Bible, i.e., 
moral law, law of the mother, law of the father, Law 
of Moses {also called Law of God), perfect law 
(James 1 :25), law of liberty (James 1 :25), Law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ (Rom. 8: 1-2), the royal law 

1 A sacrament under Catholic and Lutheran usage is "a mysterious rite 
that causes jesus to grant remission of sins" 

that requires loving neighbor, therefore is also called 
"the law of love" (James 2:8; Rom. 13:8, 10; Gal. 
5:14). 

{4) God does not predestine who shall be saved. If 
God decided before creation all that would live and 
selected which would be saved, the omission of some 
is tantamount to deciding who would be lost. This 
doctrine makes God a flagrant respecter of persons 
(See Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:11; Col. 4:24-25; Rom. 
10:12). God did predestine the plan of salvation and 
the coming of his Son, and all - without respect of 
persons - that will to obey the conditions of the 
plan (believe, repent, coness, and be baptized) re
ceive forgiveness. Human will enters into the matter. 
Anyone can will to do the will of God (John 7:17). 
Salvation is for "he that will" {Rev. 22: 17). 

{5) The Holy Spirit is active, but there are some 
things he does not do. He dwells in the saved {1 Cor. 
6:19-20) but uses the medium of the revealed word, 
which he brought into the world (John 16:13; Gal. 
3:2; Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:16-17), as the 
vehicle or medium of that indwelling. If the Holy 
Spirit came directly and immediately, man would not 
be able to resist his influence. The fact that saints are 
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told to "quench not the Spirit" (1 Thess- 5: 19) 
requires the conclusion that the Holy Spirit works on 
man through a medium - the God-breathed word. 
It is the gospel that is the power of God to save (Rom 
1:16). The Lutheran teaching that one must have the 
Holy Spirit working directly in his life to understand 
the Bible and obey its commands is not supported in 
sacred literature. When Jesus was on earth in a hu
man body and spoke to people, could they under
stand what he told them? Could the apostles under
stand him when he told them to remain in Jerusalem 
until the "power from on. high" (the Holy Spirit) 
came upon them, did they know what he wanted 
them to do and did they have the power to do it. Can 
one understand Luther's Catechisms, the Book of 
Concord, and the Augsburg Confession prior to be
ing baptized (Luther taught that the Holy Spirit came 
as a result of water baptism). If we can understand 
the writings and speech of men without having the 
immediate influence of the Spirit, how is it that we 
cannot understand and obey a word from God with
out having extra-biblical enlightenment? 

(6) The idea of confessing one's sins to a third hu
man and then relying on that third person to absolve 
the sins is not taught anywhere in the Bible. The 

·apostles did forgive and retain sins Uohn 20:23). 
The book of Acts details how they retained and for
gave sins. The saving gospel was preached (Acts 
2:14-36); the convicted people who now believed 
(to know assuredly is to believe confidently v. 36) 
wanted to know what to do ("what must we do?"), 
notice that the salvation process involves doing 
something (Acts 2:37); these believers were told to 
"repent and be baptized . . . unto the remission of 
sins" (Acts 2:38). All who did what they were told to 
do - repent and be baptized - received forgive-
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ness; those who did not obey because they did not 
will to do the will of God had their sins retained. 
That is how sins were remitted and retained by the 
apostles. Sins are washed away (Acts 22:16) today by 
the same procedure. If one does not obey, his sins re
main. But no mortal has the power to arbitrarily de
clare that he forgives the sins of other mortals. 

(7) The New Testament teaches that saving grace 
has appeared to "all" men, teaching them to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lust, and live righteously 
and soberly in this present world (Titus 2: 11). Grace 
(favor of God) has given to the human race instruc
tions about how to live, what to do, the importance 
of obedience. That is not grace alone. The only time 
"faith only" is found in the new covenant is when 
James tells us that we re not justified by faith only 
Uames 2:24). Incidentally James 2:14-26 is a refuta
tion of the Lutheran teaching on faith and works. 

(8) See comments on (7) above 
(9) Lutherans are right on both points 

(1 0) The gospel does not teach imputed righteous
ness or imputed sin, if the word "imputed" is used to 
mean "to regard a quality such as righteousness that 
applies to somebody as also applying to another per
son associated with him or her." 
(11) The Bible teaches that it is possible for one 

who has been washed and made clean by the blood 
of Jesus to sin and so sin as to be eternally lost (2 Pet. 
2:20-22, Heb. 6:4-8, Gal. 4:5 ["law" in this passage 
is the Law of Moses], Acts 8:22-23, Rev. 2:4-5). 
(12) It is distasteful to say that the literal body of 

Jesus and his actual blood can today be taken into 
the mouth to be chewed, swallowed, and disposed 
of. When Jesus said you must eat my flesh and drink 
my blood Uohn 6:53) he was speaking figuratively 
-not literally, as John 6:63 shows. We consume 
Jesus by feasting on his word, which is spirit and life. 
This is a figurative eating of Jesus' flesh, and drink
ing his blood. When Jesus instituted the Lord's Sup
per, he was in his physical body with its blood flow
ing through veins and arteries. He said of the bread 
"this is my body," and of the wine "this is my blood," 
while he was yet alive and in the flesh. The bread of 
the communion and its cup represent the flesh and 
blood of Jesus. 

(Sources: Encyclopedia Britannica, Encarta Ref
erence Library, Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Reli
gious Knowledge, Christian [Lutheran] Encyclopedia, 
and various Internet Web Sites.) P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ B y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 
Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ B y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything Is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces In the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited soverelgnity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatilon who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace- Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of Infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Pay AHention 
By Howard R. Horton 

Aa veteran broadcaster, and a child of the '60s 
and '70s (when the average radio listener 
hit the dial after eight minutes) I had it "beat 

into me" (at Elkins Broadcasting School) that it is the 
radio announcer's responsibility to keep the listener, 
listening. The same is true for preachers and teachers. 

No one else shoulders this responsibility. If a 
man or woman wants the audience to pay attention, 
then the speaker must accept this tremendous re
sponsibility. No one else. 

Have you ever thought you had spent three 
hours in a 30-minute class; or three hours listening 
to a preacher who repeated himself for 45 minutes? 
Whose fault was that? 

Now, after some 3 0 years of preaching, I am well 
aware that there may be some in the audience who 
don't want to be there. I am not talking about those 
people. I am talking about brethren who willingly 
put forth the effort to come; brethren, who, through 
the week, just could not wait to be "fed." When 
these hungry sheep are fed, if the preacher makes 
them feel like they are getting a "root canal," it could 
be the speaker's fault. 

The Speaker's Enthusiasm 
If speakers are not excited about the lesson, why 
should the congregation be excited about it? 

A speaker, regardless of the topic, or place, must 
use a contagion ... "enthusiasm" is its name. 

How is this done? Be prepared; know what you 
are going to say before you leave the pew to go to 
the pulpit. Get done with the ~'Good Morning" stuff, 
and get with the lesson at hand. Smile, energize, and 
electrify. If you refuse to do this, do not expect the 
audience to do it for you. 

Eye Contact 
You may like the top of your head, however, the au
dience did not come to see the top of your head. 

Why is this important? One word: Personal. 
Speakers are not talking at the people but with 

the people. And that makes it "personal.'' 
Looking at the back wall or the clock distracts; it 

is, to say the least, confusing to the listener. The cam
era never blinks, and our listeners hardly ever do. 
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Unless, of course, they have nothing to see or hear 
worth keeping their attention. 

Use Your Voice 
I am not talking about yelling or screaming. I am 
talking about inflection. The "rise and fall" of your 
voice is just like a "high-lighter." It will bring home a 
point or a conclusion very powerfully. 

Very few monotones hold an audience's atten
tion. When they do, it is because they have some
thing powerful to say. 

Get a recorder. Know your voice. Know how it 
sounds to you; It sounds the same to others. 

Believe in Your Work 
The pulpit is no place for a speaker who does not be
lieve in himself or his work or his topic. 

If you would rather be somewhere else than 
where you are at the time you are teaching, then you 
need to rethink your career. Preaching for eternity is, 
by the way, the most important job in the world. 

Lighten Up 
Be comfortable at what you are doing. A nervous 
speaker makes an audience nervous. 

Be Fair and Balanced 
The word of God will work just fine without us adding 
our unwanted opinion. Some lessons are "harder" 
than others are. The prophet Isaiah had a "burden" 
for the people. We must speak the truth in love, while 
still being honest to the truth. Do not sugarcoat and 
obscure the message, but do not pour-acid on it either. 

Remember: God's flock is to be led, not driven 
by harshness. 

This is not an exhaustive article on the subject at 
hand. However, I have found (and, I am by no 
means the greatest speaker) in my speaking career 
(professionally, for about 40 years) that the congre
gation will listen, if the speaker knows his topic, be
lieves his topic, and delivers it as one who dearly 
wants to lead the congregation to a celestial home 
called heaven. 

P.O. Box 91 
Bells, Texas, 75414 
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Paul Before Felix 
By Raymond EllioH 

Ad as he reasoned of righteousness and self
control and the judgment to come, Felix 
was terrified" (Acts 24:25). The preacher on 

this occasion was the great apostle Paul. We all have 
to admire his determination and courage in preach
ing the gospel of Christ regardless of the circum
stances. This man of God felt indebted to all men 
since he possessed the inspired message of salvation 
(Rom. 1:14-16; 1 Cor. 9:16). To speak boldly the 
truth to an assembly of dignitaries that would assur
edly disagree with the message requires more cour
age and fortitude. Because of such faithfulness, Paul 
could truthfully say, "But the Lord stood by me, and 
strengthened me" (2 Tim. 4: 17). Preachers of this 
caliber are in great demand today in the church of 
the Lord. 

The audience was made up of people like Felix 
and Drusilla among others. Felix and his brother 
Pallus had been slaves in the household of Agrippina, 
mother of the emperor Claudius. Thus, he had come 
from a lowly slave to become a ruler over a province. 
Felix was a corrupt individual. He was guilty of sell
ing justice for bribes, among other vices. Drusilla was 
a daughter of Herod Agrippa. He murdered the 
apostle James and miserably perished soon after
wards (Acts 12:1-2, 20-23 ). Her first husband was 
Azia, king of Emesa. It is believed that Felix, with the 
aid of one Simon a sorcerer, lured her away from her 
husband. Felix and Drusilla lived in open adultery. 

Let us now observe the sermon that Paul 
preached to this august but corrupt audience. The 
apostle spoke of "the faith in Christ Jesus" (Acts 
24:24 ). On other occasions Paul appealed to the Old 
Testament scriptures to prove the sonship of Christ, 
his death, and resurrection (Acts 26:22-23). Paul also 
preached a relevant message, that is, those needed 
lessons for the present audience. We read in Acts 
24:25 that Paul "reasoned of righteousness, and self
control, and the judgment to come.'' 

Felix, like all un-regenerated men, was filled with 
iniquity. "There is none righteous, no not one. , "For 
all have sinned, and fall of the glory of God'' (Rom. 
3:10, 23). 

The sinner can become cleansed from his sins 

only though the blood of Jesus Christ. "Being justi
fied freely by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ jesus: whom God set forth to be a propitia
tion, through faith, in his blood, to show his righ
teousness because of the passing over of the sins done 
aforetime, in the forbearance of God; for the show
ing, I say, of his righteousness at this present season: 
that he might himself be just, and the justifier of him 
that hath faith in jesus'' (Rom. 3 :24-26). 

In short, man was on his way to eternal ruin 
when God manifested his love toward him in the 
death of Christ. Man deserved to die and be lost. 
The only way that the sinner could be made righ
teous was through faith in Christ Jesus in humble 
obedience to the gospel. 

Forgiveness is God's justice tempered with 
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mercy. "Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on 
our behalf; that we might become the righteousness 
-of God in him" (2 Cor- 5:21). The man to whom 
God does not reckon sin is the individual whose sins 
have been washed away by the blood of Jesus Christ 
(Rom. 4:7-8; Eph. 1:7). 

Felix was living in open adultery with Drusilla; 
therefore, this lesson on self-control was very appro
priate for the occasion. Felix was one who practiced 
immorality and satisfied his unbridled lust. 

What is said about Felix can also be said about 
many in today's world. Beyond a shadow of doubt, 
the Bible teaches that one should have control of the 
appetites and passions of the body. 

One has defined self-control as ''One who holds 
himself in., Another has written that self-control is 
"reasons' girdle as well as passions' bridle., It is in
deed difficult to be guided by what we know rather 
than by what we want. Among the other aspects of 
the fruit of the Spirit, self-control is mentioned (Gal. 
5:23). 

Paul commands, by the Holy Spirit, the Christian 
to "Put to death therefore your members which are 
upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, 
evil desire and covetousness which is idolatry" (Col. 
3 :5). Peter exhorts brethren to grow spiritually by 
adding to their lives such attributes as "self-contror' 
{1 Pet. 1:5~11). If a man can control himself, he is in
deed greater than one who can take a city by force 
(Prov. 16:32). 

The apostle Paul spoke of "the judgment to 
come.,, One must realize and understand that a day is 
coming in which all of life's conduct must be per
fectly appraised by the Lord; and that divine justice 
will be meted out upon those who have followed 
their own willful ways of sin. 

One of the cardinal doctrines of the holy scrip
tures is that of the second advent of Jesus Christ, 
who is the supreme judge (Matt. 25 :31-46). "The 
times of ignorance therefore God overlooked, but 
now he commandeth men that they should all every
where repent: inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in 

·which he will judge the world in righteousness by the 
man whom he hath ordained" (Acts 16:30-31). 

At the judgment each person will have to give ac
count of himself (Rom. 14:12; 1 Cor. 5:10). Surely 
the solemn contemplation of a coming judgment 
should motivate each one to prepare himself/herself 
for such an event. If such were done, there would be 
a great effort to obey the Lord in doctrinal and moral 
matters. Oh, how the world needs sermons like the 

24 =c~ound~~~: 

one Paul preached to Felix relative to righteousness, 
self-control, and the judgment to come! 

To every sermon, there is a response, whether it 
is positive or negative. The Bible states that Felix was 
terrified. The King James Version said that he 
"trembled., Felix was not ignorant of the truth. In 
fact, he had a "more exact knowledge concerning the 
way" (Acts 24:22). Nothing could be more terrifying 
than to speak of righteousness to a man of such iniq
uity; of temperance in all things to a man of un
bridled lust; or to drive home what was said on these 
topics by depicting the judgment to come. The terror 
which seized Felix was the beginning necessary to 
change a life; but lust and ambition smothered the 
kindling fires of conscience. It is, therefore, probable 
that preaching will often change the feelings of a per
son without truly changing the heart. 

Felix was guilty of the grave mistake of procrasti
nation. He told Paul to "Go thy way for this time; and 
when I have a convenient season, I will call thee unto 
me" (Acts 24:25). Procrastination is called the "thief 
of time., A man has nothing but the passing moment. 
Felix is typical of the millions whose spiritual life is 
ruined by putting off matters until a later date. 

Here are three reasons against delaying obedi
ence to the gospel. First, it is a guilty thing. "I will 
when ... , means "I will not now., It is rebellion of 
spirit put in the least flagrant form, but, it is still a 
state of sin. 

Second, procrastination is a delusive thing. We 
think we will be willing to do the right thing later on. 
But, outward hindrances tend to become stronger 
than weaker; life becomes more complicated; and, 
inward and spiritual obstacles become more difficult 
to surmount. We should be aware of the "deceitful
ness of sin" (Heb. 3:13). 

Third, it is a fatal thing. If vice has slain its thou
sands, and pride its thousands, surely procrastination 
has slain its tens of thousands. 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifications of 
deacons. It speaks to deacons now serving 
providing encouragement, motivation, and informa
tion challenging deacons to render the best service 
they can because Christ, deserves no less. 
BKGKOS, paperback, 149 pgs. 
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Archias, a supreme magistrate of the city of 
Thebes, was seated at a feast, surrounded by friends, 
when a courier arriv~d in a great haste, with letters 
containing an account of conspiracy formed against 
him. '"'My Lord,,, said the messenger, ~~the person who 
wrote these letters conjures you to read them immedi
ately, being serious things.,, '"'Serious things tomor
row,,, replied Archias, laughing, and he put the let
ters under his pillow. This delay was fatal. The con
spirators that evening rushed into the banquet room, 
and put the careless Archias, with all his guests, to 
the sword. 

As far as the divine record is concerned, Felix 

never found that convenient season. He had to ap
pear before Caesar later to answer charges of corrup
tion in his government. Drusilla and her son by Felix 
later perished in the eruption of Vesuvius, which also 
engulfed the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 

These souls, along with others, will face the Lord 
in judgment and give account of the deeds done in 
this life. How sad for people, who know the way, to 
postpone their obedience to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. While the mercy of God lingers, one should, 
as a penitent believer be immersed into Jesus Christ 
for the remission of their sins (Acts 2:38). 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067 
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What the World Needs Now 
Andy Erwin 

~
ell-known song contains the refrain: 
"What the world needs now is love, sweet 
love." Indeed the world needs love. God is 

love (1 John 4:16) and if the world is to truly love 
and be saved the world must receive God. If the 
world is to receive God, and therefore love, the 
church must fulfill her solemn and sacred responsi
bility. In the church God has made known his mani
fold wisdom according to his eternal purpose (Eph. 
3: 10-11). 

What the world needs now is for Christians to be 
ready and willing to bring to the lost the gospel of our 
salvation. Shall we allow souls never to hear the gos
pel because we have failed to be ready and willing to 
teach? 

The world needs hope that can only come from a 
message of hope. The world needs to know God 
cares. But do we care enough to tell them? 

What if we were to write a refrain entitled, 
"What the church needs now?, What do you suppose 
we could say? 

To begin, the church needs renewed hope. How 
shall we convince the world God cares if we don't 
believe it? And if we don't care, why should the 
world? 

The church needs now renewed faith. If we have 
no faith why should the lost? We must have faith to 
do good works rather than so-called reasons why a 

good work would fail. Such "excuses" are the prod
uct of a dead faith. Let us show our faith by our 
works Uames 2:17-18)! 

What the church needs now is renewed zeal. If 
we are not zealous to preach the gospel, why should 
we expect the lost to be zealous to obey the gospel? 
There must be knowledge and zeal. Zeal is incom
plete without knowledge (Rom. 10:2-3). Likewise, 
knowledge of God's word is useless without the zeal 
to share it. 

Dear saint, what can you do to make a differ
ence? If you have replaced faith with opinion and 
pessimism- repent! Why keep a heart of unbelief 
(Heb. 3:12)? Why depart from the living God? 
Rather, my brethren, encourage and provoke faith in 
each other (Heb. 10:24). God has structured the 
church in a way that requires, yea even demands, in
ner encouragement and edification. By following 
God's plan for the "building up" of the church we 
can make a tremendous difference in the church, the 
world, and in ourselves personally. What can you do 
to make a difference? Love and be loved. ~~Finally, 
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, (Eph. 6:10). As Paul's words would en
courage his brethren of the first century, may they 
encourage us even today! 408 Springfield Ave. 

Anna, IL 62906 
1): 
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Potpourri ••. 
oth~r mon~h. . . . another collection of news 
arttcles g1v1ng us some understanding of 
how the world turns. We will get right down 

to business: 

Barbie 
. . OA third gender choice available to young par

ticipants of a poll on the Barbie doll website was 
changed after initially offering children the options 
of "I am a Girl," "I am a Boy," and "I don't know"
eliciting charges that Mattei, the company that owns 
Barbie, is intentionally promoting gender confusion 
among kids. 

Apparently due to the criticism, the third-gender 
option has now been changed to "I don't want to 
say." 

Concerned Women for America, or CWA be
lieves by including the "I don't know" choic~ the 
company was promoting the homosexual agenda. 

"It's the idea that well, maybe people aren't born 
a particular biological sex, or they are but that 
sh~uldn 't. determine their gender identity," Robert 
Kn1ght, d1rector of CWN.s Culture & Family Insti
tute, told the Christian Post. ''And that's a very big 
component of the homosexual activist agenda now." 

Knight pointed out the homosexual movement 
n?w goes by the acronym GLBT - for gay, lesbian, 
b1sexual and transgendered - and sometimes adds 
Q for "questioning youth." 

"In other words, any kid who's not sure about 
who he is, he's fair game to try to persuade to have 
same sex acts," said Knight. 

New 
Truth for Today Commentary 
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by Dan Shackelford, Th.D. 
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Bill fo Ban Bestiality 
OOLYMPIA, Wash.- Reacting to a story that 

drew gasps of horror across the country, a state sena
tor is asking her colleagues to outlaw sex with ani
mals . 

The issue drew unwanted attention to Washing
ton state last year, when authorities revealed that a 
man died of a perforated colon after having sex with 
a horse on a farm in rural King County (Curt Wood
ward, Associated Press Writer). 

Brokeback Mountain 
0 "Broke back Mountain," the controversial "gay 

cowboy" film that has garnered seven Golden Globe 
nominations and breathless media reviews - and 
has now emerged as a front-runner for the Oscars
is a brilliant propaganda film, reportedly causing 
viewers to change the way they feel about homo
sexual relationships and same-sex marriage. 

In "Brokeback Mountain," a film adaptation of 
the 1997 New Yorker short story by Annie Proulx, 
two 19-year-old ranchers named Ennis Del Mar 
(Heath Ledger) and Jack Twist (Jake Gyllenhaal) .have 
been hired to guard sheep on a rugged mountain in 
1963 Wyoming. One night, the bitter cold drives 
Ennis into Jack's tent so they can keep each other 
warm. As they lie there, suddenly and almost without 
warning, these two young men- both of whom later 
insist they're not "queer"- jump out of the sack and 
awkwardly and violently engage in anal sex. 

Too embarrassed the next morning even to talk 
about it, Ennis and Jack dismiss their sexual encoun
ter as a "one-shot deal" and part company at the end 
of the sheepherding job. Ennis marries his fiancee 
Alma (Michelle Williams, Ledger's real-life girl
friend) while Jack marries female rodeo rider and 
prom queen Lureen (Anne Hathaway). Each family 
has children. 

Four years later, Jack sends Ennis a postcard say
ing he's coming to town for a visit. When the mo
ment finally arrives, Ennis, barely able to contain his 
anticipation, rushes outside to meet Jack and the two 
men passionately embrace and kiss. Ennis's wife 
sadly witnesses everything through the screen door. 
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From that point on, over the next two decades 
Ennis and Jack take off together on periodic "fishing 
trips" at i3rokeback Mountain, where no fishing ac
tually takes place. During these adulterous, homo
sexual affairs, Jack suggests they buy a ranch where 
the two can live happily ever after, presumably 
abandoning their wives and children. 

Eventually, life with Ennis becomes intolerable 
and Alma divorces him, while Lureen, absorbed with 
the family business, only suspects Jack's secret as they 
drift further and further apart. When, toward the end 
of the story, Jack dies in a freak accident (his wife tells 
Ennis a tire blew up while Jack was changing it, pro
pelling the hubcap into his face and killing him). 

Ultimately, Ennis ends up alone, with nothing, 
living in a small, secluded trailer, having lost both his 
family and his homosexual partner. He's comforted 
only by his most precious possession -Jack's shirt 
- which he pitifully embraces, almost in a slow 
dance, his aching loneliness masterfully projected 
into the audience via the film's artistry. 

Hollywood has taken a revered symbol of 
America - the cowboy - with all the powerful 
emotions and associations that are rooted deep 
·down in the pioneering American soul, and grafted 
~nto it a self-destructive lifestyle it wants to force 
down Americans' throats. The result is a brazen pro
paganda vehicle designed to replace the reservations 
most Americans still have toward homosexuality 
with powerful feelings of sympathy, guilt over past 
"homophobia" - and ultimately the complete and 
utter acceptance of homosexuality as equivalent in 
every way to heterosexuality. 

If and when that day comes, America will have 
totally abandoned its core biblical principles - as 
well as the Author of those principles. The radical 
secularists will have gotten their wish, and this na
tion - Jike the traditional cowboy characters cor
rupted in "Broke back Mountain" - will have 
stumbled down a sad, self-destructive and ultimately 
disastrous road (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Congressional Testimony 

0 [T]he father of Rachel Scott, a victim of the 
Columbine High School shootings in Littleton. 
Colorado, was invited to address the House Judi
ciary Committee's subcommittee. What he said to 
our national leaders during this special session of 
Congress was painful truth .... The following is a 
portion of the transcript: 

"Since the dawn of creation, there has been both 
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good and evil in the hearts of men and women. We 
all contain the seeds of kindness or the seeds of vio
lence. The death of my wonderful daughter, Rachel 
Joy Scott, and the deaths of that heroic teacher, and 
the other eleven children, must not be in vain. 

"In the days that followed the Columbine trag
edy, I was amazed at how quickly fingers began to be 
pointed at groups such as the NRA. I am not a mem
ber of the NRA. I am not a hunter. I do not even own 
a gun. I am not here to represent or defend the NRA 
- because I do not believe they are responsible for 
my daughter's death 

"I am here today to declare that Columbine was 
not just a tragedy- it was a spiritual event that should 
be forcing us to look at where the real blame lies. 

"Men and women are three-part beings. We all 
consist of body, soul, and spirit. When we refuse to 
acknowledge a third part of our make-up, we create 
a void that allows evil, prejudice, and hatred to rush 
in and make havoc. Spiritual presences were in our 
educational systems for inost of our nation's history. 
Many of our major colleges began as theological 
seminaries. This is historical fact. What has hap
pened to us as a nation? We have refused to honor 
God, and in so doing, we open the doors to hatred 
and violence. 

"Eric and Dylan would not have been stopped by 
metal detectors. No amount of gun laws can stop 
someone who spends months planning this type of 
massacre. The real villain lies within our own hearts. 
Political posturing and restrictive legislation are not 
the answers. The young people of our nation hold 
the key. 

"As my son Craig lay under a table in the school 
library and saw his two friends murdered, he did not 
hesitate to pray in school. I challenge every young 
person in America, and around the world, to realize 
that on April 20, 1999, at Columbine High School 
prayer came back to our schools. 

[M]y daughter's death will not be in vain. The 
young people of this country will not allow that to 
happen!" 

laifiJ Under lire 

$Controversial scientist and evolutionist Rich
ard Dawkins, dubbed "Darwin's Rottweiler," calls 
religion a "virus" and faith-based education "child 
abuse" in a two-part series he wrote that will air on 
the UK's Channel4. 

Entitled "Root of All Evil?," the series features 
the atheist Dawkins visiting Lourdes, France, 



Colorado Springs, Colo., the al-Aqsa mosque in 
Jerusalem and a British religious school, using each 
of the venues to argue religion subverts reason. 

Dawkins, using his visit to Colorado Springs' New 
Life Church, criticizes conservative U.S. evangelicals 
and warns his audience of the influence of "Christian 
fascism" and "an American Taliban." 

In part two, "The Virus of Faith," Dawkins at
tacks the teaching of religion to children, calling it 
child abuse. 

"Innocent children are being saddled with de
monstrable falsehoods," he says. "It's time to ques
tion the abuse of childhood innocence with supersti
tious ideas of hellfire and damnation. Isn't it weird 
the way we automatically label a tiny child with its 
parents' religion?" 

Dawkins, who makes no effort to disguise his 
atheism and contempt for religion, focuses on the 
Bible, too. 

"The God of the Old Testament has got to be the 
most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous, and 
proud of it, petty, vindictive, unjust, unforgiving, 
racist," he says. Dawkins then criticizes Abraham, 
compares Moses to Hitler and Saddam Hussein, and 
calls the New Testament "St. Paul's nasty, sado-mas
ochistic doctrine of atonement for original sin" 
(WorldNetDaily.com) 

State-Imposed Atheism 
liThe degenerates at the American Civil Liber

ties Union will tell you they are trying to make sure 
government doesn't favor one religion over another 
when they hunt down Boy Scouts meeting on public 
property like they were war criminals. 

Meanwhile, the other side in this debate makes a 
pathetic defense of the Scouts and other victims of 
this radical secular jihad. 

The ACLU is not afraid of Christians. It knows 
they are easy, wimpy targets who don't fight back. 

The ACLU doesn't really care about manger 
scenes, Ten Commandments monuments, and other 
symbolic targets. Instead, they use these legal assaults 
to keep their enemies off-guard, on defense, and 
from recognizing what the real agenda is. 

What is the real agenda? 
Well, I guess you could call it state-imposed, en

forced, official atheism. 
Their goal is to impose their will on the people 

through litigation and manipulation of a corrupt 
court system. They seek to strip the country and its 
people of all that made America great and different. 

In short, they want to impose secular humanism 
as the official state religion - not only in Washing
ton, not only in all 50 states, but in every local town 
in America. 

The church is not a religion. It is not a denomi
nation. It is not a corporation. It is a group of people 
with a certain belief system. Likewise, in a free re
public like the one designed by our founders, the 
state is the people. We believe in a government "of 
the people, by the people and for the people." 

So, what does it mean to "separate church and 
state" in a free republic of the people, by the people 
and for the people? It means to divide believers from 
non-believers. 

The ACLU and its allies want to do this because 
it is the only way they can establish their own state 
"religion" of secular humanism. 

There are only two ways this agenda can be 
fought. The ACLU must be exposed and destroyed 
and Christians and Jews need to unite politically to 
re-establish the just and righteous principles that 
made America great and good. Uoseph Farah, 
WorldNetDaily.com) 

Beadliaes - Jan. 2J, 2006 
OTeacher allegedly abusing students since 1960s 

Man charged with raping 17 -year-old- 5 more come 
forward with accusations - Associated Press 

SSpecial-ed teacher charged with sodomy 
46-year-old woman allegedly told friends she per
formed oral sex on 3 students- St. Louis Post-Dis
patch 

$Former teacher gets jail for sex with student 
32-year-old woman began ~grooming, boy when he 
was 13-years-old- San Francisco Examiner 

OTeacher charged with sex abuse.of 10-year-old 
Man also stripped of duties as Boy Scout merit-badge 
counselor- News 10 Now, Syracuse, New York 

fJ 50-year-old fraud turning kids into prey 
Kinsey: Crimes & Consequences exposes junk science 
behind sexual revolution- ShopNetDaily 

Iran leader's Messiaaic lnll-times Missioa 
$Iranian President Mahmoud's Ahmadinejad's 

mystical pre-occupation with the coming of a Shiite 
Islamic messiah figure - the Mahdi - is raising 
concerns that a nuclear-armed Islamic Republic 
could trigger the kind of global conflagration he en
visions will set the stage for the end of the world. 

While Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has been making 
headlines lately by questioning whether the Holo
caust actually happened, by suggesting Israel should 
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be moved to Europe and by demanding the Jewish 
state be wiped off the face of the earth, his apocalyp
tic relig~ous zealotry has received less attention. 

In a videotaped meeting with Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli in Tehran, Ahmadinejad discussed candidly a 
strange, paranormal experience he had while address
ing the United Nations in New York last September. 

The Iranian president recalled being told about it 
by one of his delegation: "When you began with the 
words 'in the name of Allah,' I saw a light coming, 
surrounding you and protecting you to the end." 

Ahmadinejad agreed that he sensed the same 
thing. 

"On the last day when I was speaking, one of our 
group told me that when I started to say 'Bismillah 
Muhammad,' he saw a green light come from around 
me, and I was placed inside this aura," he says. "I felt 
it myself. I felt that the atmosphere suddenly changed, 
and for those 27 or 28 minutes, all the leaders of the 
world did not blink. When I say they didn't move an 
eyelid, I'm not exaggerating. They were looking as if 
a hand was holding them there, .and had just opened 
their eyes- Alhamdulillah!" 

Ahmadinejad's "vision" at the U.N. is strangely 
reminiscent and alarmingly similar to statements he 
has made about his personal role in ushering in the 
return of the Shiite Muslim messiah. 

He sees his main mission, as he recounted in a 
Nov. 16 speech in Tehran, as to "pave the path for 
the glorious reappearance of Imam Mahdi, may Al
lah hasten his reappearance." 

According to Shiites, the 12th ~mam disappeared 
as a child in the year 941. When he returns, they be
lieve, he will reign on earth for seven years, before 
bringing about a final judgment and the end of the 
world. 

Ahmadinejad is urging Iranians to prepare for 
the coming of the Mahdi by turning the country into 
a mighty and advanced Islamic society and by avoid
ing the corruption and excesses of the West. 

Shiite writings describe events surrounding the 
return of the Mahdi in apocalyptic terms. In one see-

. nario, the forces of evil would come from Syria and 
Iraq and clash with forces of good from Iran. The 
battle would commence at Kufa - the Iraqi town 
near the holy city of Naja£. 

Even more controversial is Ahmadinejad's re
peated invocation of Imam Mahdi, known as "the 
Savior of Times." According to Shiite tradition, 
Imam Mahdi will appear on Judgment Day to herald 
a truly just government. 
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Missed by some observers in Ahmadinejad's 
speech at the U.N. was his call to the "mighty Lord" 
to hasten the emergence of "the promised one," the 
one who "will fill this world with justice and peace." 

Who stands in the Mahdi's way? 
A top priority of Ahmadinejad is "to challenge 

America, which is trying to impose itself as the final 
salvation of the human being, and insert its unjust 
state [in the region]," says Hamidreza Taraghi, head 
of the conservative Islamic Coalition Society. 

lawsuit 
OA small Italian town is expected to be the epi

center of worldwide focus this week as legal pro
ceedings begin in a lawsuit over the existence of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

Viterbo, Italy, north of Rome, is the venue where 
Rev. Enrico Righi is being sued by his childhood 
friend, atheist Luigi Cascioli, for deceiving people 
into thinking Jesus was an actual historical figure. 

On his website, Cascioli alleges the person as 
Jesus is "for the most part based on the figure of 

. John of Gamala, son of Judas, downright descendant 
of the Asmoneian stock." 

The existence of Jesus is "unmistakable" due to a 
wealth of both pagan and Christian evidence point
ing to his reality (WorldNetDaily.com). 

law of the Land 
OA federal court of appeals ruled yesterday Wis

consin prison officials violated an inmate's rights be
cause they did not treat atheism as a religion. 

"Atheism is [the inmate's] religion, and the 
group that he wanted to start was religious in nature 
even though it expressly rejects a belief in a supreme 
being," the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals said 
(WorldNetDaily.com). 

&otic 
OManchin, [Governor of West Virginia], who had 

earlier said that the state believed in miracles, tried to 
focus on the news that one [coal miner] had survived. 
"We're clinging to one miracle when we were hoping 
for 13," he said. The one "miracle" to which Gover
nor Manchin clings is the recovery of a man from a 
coal mine. The rescued man is still unable to resume 
normal activities. [Editor,s note: Miracle?] 
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l~lam Incapable of leform 
Cl Pope Benedict XVI believes that unlike other 

religions, Islam cannot be reformed and, therefore, is 
incompatible with democracy, according to a Catho
lic leader who participated with the pontiff in a se
cretive meeting on the subject. 

Joseph Fessio, provost of Ave Maria University in 
Naples, Fla., and founder of the publishing house 
Ignatius Press, spoke with talk-radio host Hugh 
Hewitt Jan. 5 about the gathering with the pope's 
former theology students, which took place last Sep
tember at Castelgondolfo in Italy, the papal summer 
residence. 

The pope, according to Fessio, believes Islam can
not become compatible with democracy because a 
radical reinterpretation of the religion would be re
quired, which is "impossible, because it's against the 
very nature of the Quran, as it's understood by Mus
lims." 

In July, when asked by reporters, Benedict re
fused to declare Islam "a religion of peace." 

llof Ia My Neighborhood 
OActor Stephen Baldwin might be more at home 

on a movie set, but these days- and nights- the 
veteran of more than 60 films can be found on Route 
59 in Nyack, New York, tcying to shut down a busi
ness that shows movies - pornographic movies. 

Baldwin, the youngest of the acting clan that in
cludes older brothers Alec, Billy and Daniel, has 
planted himself on the sidewalk outside a new adult 
entertainment business located about one mile from 
his home and is photographing workers and their ve
hicles as they prepare the store for opening. 

The actor says he plans to stand outside the store 
every day and photograph license plates of its pa
trons until the business closes. He will, he threatens, 
identify the store's customers and pay for a one-page 
newspaper ad each month to publish their names. 

C6urc6goers lobbed 
OBALTIMORE- A gunman burst into a church 

service Sunday evening and robbed several members 
of the congregation, authorities said. 

About 50 people were attending the service at 
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Bel Air when 
a man entered brandishing a handgun, the Harford 
County ·Sheriff's Office said. No injuries were re
ported. 

Wearing dark clothing and a ski mask, the thief 
ordered several children and their father to go up the 
aisles getting purses and wallets, then put them on a 

pile on the floor, said the Rev. Craig McLaughlin, 
who was in the front pew when the gunman barged 
in from the rear of the church. 

He gathered them in a bag and, after ordering 
congregants to the front of the church, fled with an 
undetermined amount of cash and valuables, police 
said. 

Several worshipers called police on their cell 
phones after he fled (AP). 

lilA 
0 If we told you that an organization gave away 

more than $65 million last year to Jesse Jackson's 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition, the Gay and Lesbian Alli
ance Against Defamation, Amnesty International, 
AIDS Walk Washington and dozens of other such ad
vocacy groups, you'd probably assume we were de
scribing a liberal philanthropy. In fact, those expen
ditures have all turned up on the financial disclosure 
report of the National Education Association, the 
country's largest teachers union. 

Many of the organization's disbursements -
$30,000 to the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Asso
ciation, $122,000 to the Center for Teaching Quality 
-at least target groups that ostensibly have a direct 
educational mission. But many others are a stretch, 
to say the least. The NEA gave $15,000 to the Hu
man Rights Campaign, which lobbies for "lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and· transgender equal rights" (Wall 
Street journal, Jan. 3, 2006). 
11loolc of Daniel" by a 6omosuual writer 

CIA pro-family group has launched a protest 
campaign against a new NBC drama featuring a 
troubled, pill-popping Episcopal priest who is the fa
ther of a dysfunctional family. 

"The Book of Daniel," written by a homosexual, 
is being promoted as the only show on television in 
which Jesus appears as a recurring character and the 
only network prime-time drama series with a regular 
male "gay" character, a 23-year-old Rep1,1blican son, 
says the American Family Association. 

Touted as the riskiest show of the year, it in
cludes a wife who relies on mid-day martinis, a 16-
year-old daughter who is a drug dealer and a 16-
year-old adopted son who is having sex with the 
bishop's daughter. At the office, the priest's lesbian 
secretary is sleeping with his sister-in-law 
(WorldNetDaily.com) 

The good news is that NBC has cancelled the 
show. Protesting does some good. 
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Teacher's Pet 

N cole Long, a former Ohio teacher charged 
with having sex with a 17 -year-old stu
dent, pleaded guilty yesterday. 

Accused of sexual battery, Long, formerly a 
teacher at Ayersville High School, was facing a maxi
mum sentence of five years behind bars and a 
$10,000 fine, WfOL-TV of Toledo reported. 

Prosecutors are recommending a short jail term 
and probation for Long, 29, along with the revoca
tion of her teaching credential. 

Among the most well-known is the case of Debra 
Lafave, a 26-year-old reading teacher in Florida ac- · 
cused of having sex with a 14-year-old boy in her 
classroom, car, and at home. Her plea deal sparing 
her jail time and giving her just house arrest was 
thrown out and her trial is now slated for April10. 

Other cases colleded from news reports lncludea 

+ Adrianne Hockett: Accused of having sex with 
a 16-year-old special-needs student in a Houston 
apartment she rented for the get-togethers. The boy 
has testified the pair would "have sex, drink beer and 
smoke weed." 

+Amber Jennings, 31: Initially charged with 
having sex with a 16-year-old, the counts against the 
Sturbridge, Mass., woman were reduced to a single 
charge of disseminating harmful materials to a mi
nor. She reportedly admitted e-mailing naked photos 
of herself to a former student. 

+Amber Marshall, 23: Northwest Indiana 
woman allegedly had sexual contact, including inter
course, with several students, and turned herself into 
authorities, telling police she knew what she did was 
illegal. 

+ Amira Sa'Si, 30: Clayton County, Ga., woman 
remarked she didn't think her relationship was inap
propriate based on her Internet research, learning 
the Peach State's age of consent is t6. 

+Amy Gail Lilley, 36: Inverness, Fla., woman and 
softball coach at Lecanto High School charged with a 
lesbian relationship with a 15-year-old girl. Shere
ceived no prison time, being sentenced to two years of 
house arrest and eight more years of probation. 

+Angela Comer, 26: Middle-school teacher 
from Tompkinsville, Ky., fled with her alleged lover, 
her 14-year-old male student, before being tracked 
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down in Mexico where she planned to marry the 
boy. She was indicted for illegal sex acts with a minor 
and returned to Kentucky. 

•:•Angela Stellwag, 24: Delran, N.J., woman ac
cused of having sex in her apartment with a 14-year
old boy she met in school. 

•:• Beth Raymond, 31: Private-school employee 
from Pownal, Maine, charged with risk of injury to a 
minor and second-degree sexual assault of a juvenile 
male. 

•:• Bethany Sherrill, 24: Daughter-in-law of 
school-board president is charged with molesting a 
middle school student when he was 14. 

•:•Carol Flannigan, 50: Boca Raton, Fla., music 
teacher reportedly slept with an 11-year-old former 
student, and also had a s~ultaneous sexual relation
ship with the boy's father. 

•:• Cathy Heminghaus, 46: Special-education 
teacher from Ferguson, Mo., charged with statutory 
sodomy involving at least three of her students at 
Ferguson Middle School. She reportedly told friends 
she had performed oral sex on the children on sev
eral occasions. 

•:•Celeste Emerick, 32: Police in Huber Heights, 
Ohio, say she hosted a party where students were 
shown porn. 

•:•Christina Gallagher, 26: Jersey City, N.J., 
woman ordered to pay more than $1,000 in fines, 
sentenced to a lifetime registration as a convicted sex 
offender and ordered to attend therapy for having 
sex with a 17 -year-old student. 

•:• Deanna Bobo, 3 7: Arkansas teacher allegedly 
had sex twice with a 14-year-old boy in his own bed 
while his parents were not home. She has denied the 
charge, and has since been charged with assaulting a 
second boy. . 

•:• Donna Carr Galloway, 33: Married mother of 
two found naked in a car with a 17 -year-old student. 

•:• Elisa Kawasaki, 25: Officials say ex-biology 
teacher had sexual relations with a 16-year-old stu
dent on up to 20 different occasions. 

•:• Elizabeth Miklosovic, 3 6: Grand Rapids, 
Mich., woman pleaded no contest to sexually as
saulting a 14-year-old female student she "married" 
in a pagan ritual. 

•>Elizabeth Stow, 26: Woman from Fresno, 



Calif., area convicted of having sex with three of her 
students was sentenced to nine years, but the judge 
suspended that sentence and gave her one year, pos
sibly on house arrest, as well she faces five years pro
bation. 

·:·Ellen Garfield, 43: Former student says teacher 
took him into an empty classroom where she 
worked, partially disrobed, and coaxed him into hav
ing sex with her in 1998. Garfield was acquitted of 
all charges in September of this year. 

·:·Emily Morris, 28: Alabama woman faced a 
possible 20-year sentence, but received one year in 
jail for having consensual sex with a 15-year-old stu
dent. 

·:·Erica Rutters, 29: York, Pa., woman allegedly 
wrote erotic messages to a 17 -year-old student and 
had sexual intercourse with him four times in her 
apartment. 

·:· Georgianne Harrell, 24: Sylvester, Ga., woman 
charged with performing oral sex on a 9-year-old 
boy, allowing students to gaze down her blouse and 
slashing her wrists with glass in front of her students. 
She pleaded not guilty. 

Classic Survey of World History 

Annals of the World 
by James Ussher 

This important literary work updated from the 
17th-century original Latin manuscript to modern 
English available to the general public for the first 
time. The fascinating history of the ancient world 
from the Genesis creation through the destruction 
of the Jerusalem temple can be found in its pages. 
0890513600, 960 pgs., size 11.7x8.8 

• What really happened when the sun "went back
ward" as a sign to Hezekiah? 

• What does secular history say about the darkness 
at the Crucifixion? 

• Much, much more information 
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•!• Gwen Ann Cardozo, 33: Colorado woman 
charged with having sex with a 17-year-old male stu
dent. 

·:·Heather Ingram, 30: Mathematics, science and 
business teacher in British Columbia had sex with a 
17-year-old student. 

·:·Janelle Marie Bird, 24: Accused of having a 
two-year affair with a 15 -year-old student from East 
Hill Christian School, in Pensacola, Fla. 

•:•] aymee Wallace, 28: Basketball coach in 
Tampa, Fla., charged with having an 18-month les
bian relationship with a student. 

•!• Joan Marie Sladky, 28: Redwood City, Calif., 
woman sentenced to six months in county jail for 
having sex with a 16-year-old student after pleading 
no contest to four counts of unlawful sexual inter
course, oral copulation, and penetration with a for
eign object. 

·:·Katherine Tew, 30: Married English teacher 
from Greenville, N.C., arrested for having sex with a 
17 -year-old boy. She was convicted of taking inde
cent liberties with a child, but found not guilty of the 
more serious sex charge. She was not given prison 
time, and lost her teaching license for at least two 
years. 

•:• Kathy White, 3 9: Charged with having sex 
with a 17 -year-old student in Lumberton, Texas. Vic
tim alleges: "She just started grabbing me and hor
mones were on and it just happened." 

•:• Kelly Lynn Dalecki, 28: Woman from St. Au
gustine, Fla., pleaded no contest to charges she had 
sex with a 13-year-old boy. 

·:·Kristen Margrif, 2 7: Michigan woman accused 
of having sex with a 16-year-old male student in her 
car or at his summer workplace. 

·:· Kristi Dance Oakes, 32: Former Tennessee 
high-school teacher allegedly had sex with a 16-year
old boy who was in her biology class the previous 
year. 

•:• Lakina Stutts, 40: School-bus driver admitted 
to cops she had sex with a 14-year-old student in her 
home and in a car outside the boy's home. 

•!• Laura-Anne Brownlee, 26: Former music mis
tress at a top private school in Belfast, N. Ireland, 
was sentenced on six charges of indecently assa~lting 
a 15-year-old boy. 

•!• Laura Lynn Findlay, 30: Middle-school band 
teacher in Buena Vista Township, Mich., charged with 
having sex with at least 5 students, one as young as 14. 

·:·Margaret De Barraicua, 30: Sacramento, Calif., 
area woman arrested after police found her having 
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sex with a 16-year-old male student in her car while 
the woman's toddler was strapped into a seat in the 
back. 

·:·Maria Saco, 28: Passaic, N.J., woman sen
tenced to a year in jail for an intimate relationship 
with a teen student who was 14 when they first met. 

•!• Mary Kay Letourneau, 34: Des Moines, Wash., 
woman did prison time after having an affair with a 
sixth-grade student, and had two children by him. 
The couple recently married. 

·:·Melissa Michelle Deel, 32: Bristol, Tenn., 
woman pleaded guilty to crossing the state line into 
Virginia to have oral sex with a 13-year-old male stu
dent. 

•:• Michelle Kush, 29: Ohio woman allegedly had 
sex with a 15-year-old boy several times during sum
mer break. 

•!• Nicola Prentice, 22: British woman from 
Sheffield, England, given a 12-month suspended jail 
sentence after she seduced a 16-year-old student and 
began a 19-month affair. 

•:• Nicole Andrea Barnhart, 35: Colorado woman 
reportedly told police she loves the 16-year-old boy 
with whom she was having sex. She pled guilty to 
felony sexual assault on a child, resulting in a two
year prison sentence and a minimum of 10 years in a 
sex-offender probation program. 

•:• Nicole Pomerleau, 31: High -school English 
teacher in Charlotte, N.C., accused of having a sexual 
relationship with her 16-year-old student. 

·:·Pamela Smart, 22: Media-services director at 
Winnacunnet High School in Hampton, N.Y., had 
convinced her 15-year-old lover to murder her hus
band. The Nicole Kidman film "To Die For" is based 
on her story. 

·:·Pamela Turner, 27: Former model and beauty
pageant contestant accused of having a three-month 
sexual relationship with a 13-year-old boy. 

•:• Rachelle Vantucci, 32: Ex-substitute teacher in 
western New York admitted having sex with a 16-
year-old boy. 

•:• Rebecca Boicelli, 33: Redwood City, Calif., 
. woman gave birth to a baby last year and DNA test 
results gave prosecutors enough evidence to prove the 
father is Boicelli's former student, who was 16 at the 
time of conception. 

•!• Rhianna Ellis, 24: New York City teacher who 
allegedly had a 10-month affair with an 18-year-old, 
and allegedly gave birth to his baby. 

·:·Robin Gialanella, 26: Elementary teacher in 
Toms River, N.J., engaged in kissing, and inappropri-
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ate conduct and conversations with two sixth-grade 
boys, ages 11 and 12. She was sentenced to 364 days 
in jail. 

•!• Robin Winkis, 29: York, Pa., woman allegedly 
had sex with a 17 -year-old boy after giving him alco
hol. 

·:·Samantha Solomon, 29: Fired after school 
bosses learned she was having sex with a teenage 
boy. She denies the charges. 

•:•Sandra "Beth" Geisel, 42: Albany, N.Y., woman 
was fired from her job at an private all-boys school 
after police in found her in a parked car with a 17-
year-old. She pleaded guilty to a single count of rape 
and was sentenced to six months in jail. 

•:• Shelley Allen, 35: East Texas teacher's aide ac
cused of sexual assault and faces a possible 20 years 
behind bars. 

•!• Shelley White, 24: Geography teacher in Brit
ain had been engaged to be married before she kissed 
a 15-year-old student on at least three occasions. She 
avoided jail, but received 12 months community ser
VIce. 

·:·Sherry Brians, 41: Middle-school language-arts 
instructor in Buttonwillow, Calif., originally arrested 
on suspicion of engaging in lewd acts with a 12-year
old male student, a felony that involves sexual con
tact. She pleaded not guilty to two counts of annoy
ing or molesting a child under 18. 

·:·Stephanie Burleson: Volleyball coach and 
teacher at Floresville High School in Texas six years 
ago, pleaded guilty to all charges for molesting a 16-
year-old female student. She was sentenced to 10 
years probation, and required to register as a sex of
fender. 

•:•Susan Eble, 35: Former teacher's aide is ac
cused of having a sexual relationship with a 14-year
old boy. 

·:·Tara Lynn Crisp, 29: Police allege she had sex 
with a student at least three times beginning when he 
was 14. 

·:·Toni Lynn Woods, 3 7: The Braxton County, 
W.Va., woman confessed to having sexual inter
course with three juveniles a total of four times and 
oral sex with one of those juveniles and another ju-
venile a total of four times. She resigned. R 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: May a woman read Scripture aloud, 
answer questions and make comments in a 

B b class when a man is teaching the class? (T.M.) 

Answer: Yes. I base that answer on my understand
..t\.ing of 1 Timothy 2:8-13, which I believe is the 
passage that applies to Bible classes, small groups 
and the like. 

Two Passages; DiHerent Restridions 
Two passages place restrictions on what women may 
do in public worship and teaching: 2 Corinthians 
14:33-35 and 1 Timothy 2:11-14. 

There is a marked difference in what the restric
tions are in the two passages. The Corinthian pas
sage enjoins women's silence, forbidding speaking 
out or talking aloud, and specifies not asking ques
tions. The 1 Timothy passage, on the other hand 
commands submissiveness and quietness, but not si
lence, and forbids teaching or exercising authority 
over men. 

The word translated "silence" in some versions 
of 1 Timothy 2:11-12 is not the word for not speak
ing but is one for being quiet, peaceful, and submis
sive, not creating a disturbance. There is no prohibi
tion of speaking aloud, asking questions, or com
menting, as long as she does not exercise "authority 
over a man." 

The Two Passages Apply in DiHerent SeHings 
There is also a distinct difference in where the prohi
bitions of the two passages apply, as indicated by the 
context of each. 

1 Corinthians 14 speaks specifically of the as
sembly of the saints, the one on the first day of the 
week for the purpose of participating in the Lord's 
Supper. Verse 23 calls it "when the whole church 
comes together in one place." Paul had indicated ear
lier, in 1 Corinthians 11:20, that when they came to
gether in one place it was supposed to be to partake 
of the Lord's Supper. 

The word ecclesia, usually translated "church," 

has as its primary meaning "assembly." It is trans
lated "assembly" three times in Acts 19 (verses 29, 
32, and 41). The Lord appropriated this word mean
ing assembly and, as Dr. W.B. West liked to say, fumi
gated and baptized it, and applied it to us who have 
responded to his call through the gospel. 

We, the redeemed, are God's "assembly" even 
when we are not assembled. "And as for Saul he 
made havoc of the church, entering every house, and 
dragging off men and women, committing them to 
prison" (Acts 8:3). Even though he found the mem
bers individually in their homes, they were still the 
assembly or the church. 

However, the context shows that in 1 Corin
thians 14, the primary meaning, the assembly as
sembled, is the definition in mind. 

In verse 28 Paul tells those who speak in tongues 
to "keep silent in church." Christians are always "in 
the church," but Paul is not telling them to keep si
lent wherever they are, never to speak in tongues. 
He is telling them not to do it "in assembly." 

Still in the same context he tells women to "keep 
silent in the churches," that is, "in the assemblies" (1 
Cor. 14:34). 

The assembly is where women are not to speak 
out, even, as specifically stated, not to ask questions. 

Nothing in 1 Timothy 2, however, indicates its 
prohibitions are limited to the assembly. On the con
trary, the context contrasting what men and women 
can do begins with "everywhere" (1 Tim. 2:8). Part 
of the instruction to women concerns modest ap
parel and good works, things which are certainly not 
limited to the assembly. 

1 Timothy 2:8-12, therefore, is the passage that I 
think applies to prayer and teaching "everywhere," 
including Bible classes and small groups. The passage 
does not forbid asking and answering Bible questions 
and making comments about spiritual lessons. What 
is prohibited is a woman being the teacher of a class 
which includes men or leading prayer or leading the 
singing when either would involve leading men. 

March 2006 
Firm Foundation 35 



So when the intention is to have the assembly of 
which Paul speaks, "when the whole church is come 
together in one place," a woman should not speak 
out. This prohibition does not allow women to 
preach, lead the assembly in prayer or do the public 
reading of Scripture in the assembly, or even to speak 
out during the assembly to ask a question. 

In classes and small group sessions, which are not 
the assembly of the whole church, women may par
ticipate freely as long as they do not lead ("exercise 
authority over") men. 

Some seem to be frightened by the command to 
women to keep silent in the assembly. If that is what 
is commanded, it has been said, women should not 
sing, confess Christ, confess sins, or say "Amen." 

That, I believe, does not follow. 
Singing is commanded of all, without regard to 

gender Oames 5: 13; Heb. 13: 15). To participate in 
congregational singing does not involve speaking 
out. Neither does saying "amen" in concert with the 
church as a whole (1 Cor. 14:16). 

All are commanded to confess Christ and some, 
on occasion, and without regard to gender, are com
manded to confess sin. Neither has ever been 
thought of as prohibited by this passage. God ex
pects us to think reasonably or, as I prefer to say, 
with common sense. 

Additional note: There is much controversy over 
these two passages. Some deny that either passage 

· has 'ant application to the church today. 
A variety of reasons are given, but many center 

on the idea that these prohibitions were related 
solely to conditions in Corinth and in Ephesus 
(where Timothy received 1 Timothy), and do not ap
ply to our different cultural situation today. 

The Lord's Supper, 
Prayers, Thanksgivings 
with an added appendix 

by C. R. Nichol 

A stirring and challenging revelation of the author's 
interpretations. explanations and helps. together 
with a co~pilation of data from other faithful 
servants of God. A study of these subjects will open 
hearts and lead to eternity. BKCM02 
146 pgs. paperback 

$9.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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However, the first reason Paul gives for women 
not exercising authority over men is the fact that 
"Adam was formed first, then Eve" (1 Tim. 2:13). 

That is not a cultural reason. It is not a local his
torical situation reason. That is a reason based on 
God's purpose and order in creation. 

I am as susceptible to being influenced by perva
sive culture as anyone. My sensibilities cry out to 
agree with the plea to recognize and use the talents 
and abilities of women. 

I am familiar with the story of the Christian fe
male bank vice-president who was not permitted a 
place of congregational leadership but before whom 
the leadership had to appear to make their case for a 
loan from her bank. I am conscious of the implica
tions of that story. 

However, I also believe that we are creat~d by 
God, that he knows how we function best, and that 
he loves us enough to want the }?est for us. I believe 
that the Bible, correctly translated and understood, is 
the living word of that loving God. 

I understand scripture to assign different roles to 
men and women, both in the home and in the 
church. God would not have done it that way if it 
were not best. Whether I understand why it is best or 
not, I plan to follow it to the best of my ability and to 
try to teach and persuade others they need to follow 
it too. 

It is the best way because God directed it to be 
that way. 
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Faulkner University 
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c~~faulkne~edu 
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Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. (Services in English and Spanish.) 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. www.northemoaksc:hurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
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WasiUa - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box - South Carolina -
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
373-5583 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

-Alabama-
Nonhport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00 p.m. ktive college tmJgram. Transportation 
available 

- California -
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

- Tennessee -
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 11 1. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

.;.__ Colorado -
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister • 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
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-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of I-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 
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Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Introduce 
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to the 

Firm Foundation. 

call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367-6216 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alaander CampheU 1826 

A translation of the NewT estamentwlth 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 387-8218 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25o/o tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged ediJion) 

complied by C. R. Nichol end wife 
enlerged by C. R. Nichol end J. W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 57/e'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., AFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Mosl of 
the questions Involve controversial mailers. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... eKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... eKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~'x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burl on Corrman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments In the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which It was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents edd 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through Inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal Indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plu• $3.75 •&h • Tex .. r .. ldent• 
add 6.25" tltx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults snd young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that Is accurate and 
important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J .H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use ol Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he Is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This Is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures dally, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as •noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-rime preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The ability to provide supplemental income or 
outside support may be required. Contact joe 
Travis 979-864-0291, (joeftravis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yoder@oabs.org. For more information 
see: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for South Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, twashington5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send r&um& to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-time preacher with experience; married with 
family preferred. 75-member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

The Meridian church of Christ, in Meridian, 
Mississippi, is seeking candidates for a pulpit 
minister.Congregation consists of approximately 
100 members, with two Elders and three Deacons. 
Pay and benefits negotiable. Please email inquiries 
to Twayne Mobley at htmobley@comcast.net. 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pennsylvania, is looking for a 
full-rime gospel preacher to work with us. We can 
supply financial support of $500.00/week. If further 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This might be ideal for someone nearing 
retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 

supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the Lord's Kingdom. You will find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We are committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same@ 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail speedbull1@aol.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-rime 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 17 5 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
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(Ihe clever and matchless Grover Cleveland Brewer wrote the following article many years ago. His style 
and knowledge makes anything he wrote interesting and helpful. Thought you would enjoy this piece from a 
master teacher.) 

''Where Art Thou?'' 
By G. C. Brewer 

I f we take the Bible as our source of information, 
the second interrogatory that was ever uttered 
in the language of earth or that registered upon 

the human sense of hearing was Jehovah's call to his 
fallen son, Adam, "Where art thou?" 

The first question had been propounded by Satan 
as a method of approach to the curiosity and vanity 
of the woman's heart. "Hath God said?" 

It is significant that the first shadow that cast 
its dark form across the threshold of man's happy 
home was caused by a question mark placed after 
Jehovah's warning. It sought to discredit God's word 
and to create a doubt in the heart of God's child. 

First, God's word must be taken out of the way 
by some means. If the woman forgets or disbelieves 
what God hath said, then she will give audience to 
the plea for the pleasures and advantages of this 
fruit. 

If she yields, there is no doubt about what man 
will do. There will be no necessity for talking to him 
about the falsity of God's word or the advantages of 
sin, the woman's soft request will be enough to capti
vate his responsive soul. 

But if the echo of Jehovah's warning does give 
him pause, the same seductive speech that beguiled 
the woman will drown the echo and silence his 

scruples. And who can make the speech better than 
the wife of his bosom? 

Satan's scheme was well laid, and his first attack 
was intended to sweep away the only barrier to sin. 
"Hath God said?" 

He knew what God had said, but he did not sim
ply repeat the statement and then contradict it. Nay, 
that is too crude a method for the subtle artist that is 
Satan! He is talking to a woman, and he will not for
get his finesse. 

He asks the question and evinces great surprise 
and bewilderment. "Hath God said?" Is it possible 
that he told you that? 

I am at a loss to know how he could have told 
you such a thing when the reverse is true. 

He must have underestimated your intellectual 
ability and thought he could scare you into submis
sion. 

He wanted to limit your freedom, keep you in ig
norance, and hold you under his authority. 

He threatened a fearful punishment, but you are 
too strong-minded to believe that. 

He was talking to you as though you were a 
child. Why, he himself is too good and loving to visit 
affliction upon you in any such unmerciful manner. 

He knows that no such calamity will befall you, 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Olivet Discourse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I n parables and other teaching immediately 
prior to The Olivet Discourse Jesus spoke 
of the rejection of Israel as the chosen 

people of God and of the destruction of Jerusa
lem. Babylonian might destroyed the city once 
before, and Jesus fo retold its second destruction 
under the crush of a Roman army. Following 
the first destruction the city was rebuilt and it 
was rebuilt following Rome's raze of the city. It ........ ~__..;;.-.::~.__ 
stands today and continues to be a hotbed of religious strife. Jesus 
said Roman so ldiers wou ld throw down the massive building 
blocks of the Jewish Temple, leaving not one stone upon another. 
Its ruin would be total. It is in ruins today. 

The disciples of Jesus thought this teaching to be incredible, 
but supposed their Master had an explanation. Consequently, 
when they went out to the Mount of Olives, they asked him about 
it. The disciples could not conceive of a time when the Jewish 
Temple would not grace the brow of Zion, and wrongly concluded 
that when the temple was gone the world would also be gone. The 
question they put to Jesus was, "Tell us, when these things shall 
be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?" (Matt. 24:3). 

The answer Jesus gives in the remainder of the chapter deals 
with not one, but two questions. The first having to do with the 
razing of Jerusalem and ruination of the Jewish Temple, which 
would signify the full end of the Jewish system of religion (as out
lined in the Law of Moses), and the other having to do with the 
end of the world and its annihilation. 

He answers the first question in verses 4 through 33, and he 
answers the second in verses 34 through 51. Even a hasty reading 
of Matthew 24 makes evident the two sections of the discourse. 

Verse 34 in Matthew 24 is pivotal. Jesus said, "[E]ven so ye 
also, when ye see all these things, know ye that he is nigh, even a t 
the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass 
away, till all these things be accomplished" (Matt. 24:33-34). 

"When ye see all these things ... " All what things? Well, all the 
things Jesus mentioned in verses 4 through 32. Jesus said the gen
eration that heard him speak would not "pass away, till all these 
things are accomplished." "All these things" happened within the 
lifetime of some of the people who heard with their own ears the 
teaching of Jesus as it first fell from his lips. 



Now we will backtrack and discuss the things Jesus said would 
happen in the first century: 

>He mentions specifically false teachers would appear claiming 
to be the Christ (Messiah), there would be wars and rumors of wars, 
nation would rise against nation, famines and earthquakes in vari
ous places (vv. 5-8). These are signs of nothing. These things will 
happen as long as the world continues - every generation will see 
the repetition of such things. The conflict of carnal combat - the 
wrestling against flesh and blood - would eventually bring a Ro
man army to the gates of Jerusalem, and that would mark the begin
ning of the great travail that would leave Jerusalem a smoking 
rubble. These things were merely the beginning of that travail (v. 8). 

>Jesus said false teachers would arise, and the love of many of 
the followers of Jesus would become cold (vv. 12-13). 

>Those who endured - continued to be faithful - would es
cape this unspeakable fracas. The disciples would preach the gos
pel of the kingdom in the entire world before the full and final in
validation of the Sinai covenant (v. 14 ). A new covenant would re
place the first covenant (Heb. 8:8-12; 10:1-9). Jesus took away 
the first covenant to establish the second covenant (Heb. 1 0:9). 
The new covenant would replace the old covenant. Jesus told his 
followers to leave Jerusalem in haste when the mighty army of 
Rome descended upon Jerusalem. 

>This was the "abomination of desolation" spoken of by the 
prophet Daniel (Dan. 9:27; 12:11). To live, they had to flee (vv. 
16-21). The Roman general Titus, on orders of his father the Em
peror Vespasian, laid siege to Jerusalem on the 14th of Nisan, A.D. 
70, and the city fell 134 days later. The loss of life was enormous; 
refugees to Titus gave 600,000 as the number dead Oosephus,]ew
ish Wars. V, xiii, 7). Jesus called this "the great tribulation." There 
had been nothing like it previously; there has been nothing like it 
since. Believers were to leave the city at the first sign of the ap
proach of the Roman army and get plumb away from Jerusalem 
(vv. 15-22). 

>The faithful were to ignore the false claims that Christ had 
physically returned to Jerusalem (vv. 22-24). Such was not- and 
would never be - the case. That ignorant report continues to this 
day ... and it continues to be wrong. Jesus warned us against it. 

>False prophets would lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 
Jesus said, "Behold, I have told you beforehand" (v. 25). He re
peated the stern warning that saints are not to believe the 
wrongheaded claim that Jesus literally returned to Jerusalem at the 
time of the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel- the A.D. 70 destruction of Jerusalem (v. 26). The Son of 
God said to us, Do not believe it! Give it no credence! The report 
is false- utterly false! Those who circulate it are false prophets. 

>The great tribulation of A.D. 70 when Jerusalem fell to the 
superior power of Caesar is described by Jesus in prophetic imag
ery as the figurative "coming of the Son of man" (v. 27). Inspired 
teachers describe times of calamity as being like lightening and 
thunder Oob 37:1-5). 
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And Jehovah will cause his glorious voice to 
be heard, and will show the lighting down of 
his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and 
the flame of a devouring fire, with a blast, and 
tempest, and hai lstones. For through the voice 
of Jehovah shall the Assyrian be dismayed; 
with his rod will he smite him (Isa. 30:30-3 1). 

)>We know that Matthew 24:27-30 is figurative 
because the li teral, ultimate coming of Jesus will pro
voke the "heavens passing away with a great noise" 
and "the earth and the works that are therein" being 
burned up (dissolved in fervent heat) (2 Pet. 3:8-11). 
Since that has not happened - the earth is still here, 
we must conclude this is figurative, poetic, prophetic 
1magery. 

)>J esus said, "But immediately after the tribu la
tion of those days the sun shall be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken" (Matt. 24 :29). The same type metaphors 
and similes are in prophetic writing, as the prophets 
spoke of the collapse of world empires. Example: 
"For the stars of heaven and the constellations 
thereof shall not give their light : the sun shall be 
darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not 
cause her light to shine" (lsa. 13:1 0), where the 
prophet speaks of the "burden of Babylon." Other 
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Hear Y~ Hear Ye! Rb)!at 
foU1/JYetU ~5 or~ I'UIH-11-' 

Lambert Book House presents the following kingly 
lessons for VBS 2006: 
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K.ing ct:levid, 
Mo5t Coureg~ou5 King 

K.ing ~olomon. 
Wi$~1 King 

King 1i~z~kieh, 
Mo$1 bogel K.ing 

K.ing /'.l~buchedn~zzer, 
Mighli~l King 

J~u$ Chrl$1, 
King of K.ing5 

examples include Isaiah 34:4-5, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 
2:30-31 (quoted in Acts 2: 19-20). 

)>The idea of "coming in the clouds" is also pro
phetic type speech signifying a figurative visitation of 
deity in judgment and destruction, but not a literal 
coming (Isa. 19:1, Ps. 97:2-3, Ps. 104:3). 

The shaking and removal of Israel as the pre
ferred people of God is compared to the removal of 
the natural branches of an olive tree that the branches 
of a wild o live tree might be grafted in (Rom. 11 :17-
22) . In the spiritual realm it was a traumatic event
a tremendous change. The gospel had been preached 
to every creature under heaven (Col. 1:23 ). Now the 
way was open for the gospel to have free course 
throughout the earth (Matt. 24 :31). T he angels (mes
sengers) of God would procla im "For, All flesh is as 
grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: But the 
word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the 
word of good tidings which was preached unto you" 
(1 Pet. 1:24-25). 

Jesus says, clearly and emphatically, that all these 
things would happen within the generation to which 
he spoke - the first-century generation. Now, he 
turns to the second question. What shall be the sign .. . 
"of the end of the world?" His answer is unmitigated: 

But of that day and hou r knoweth no one, 
not even the angels of heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father only. 

37 And as were rhe days of Noah, so shall 
be the coming of the Son of man. 

38 For as in those days which were before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, mar
rying and giving in marriage, un til the day 
char Noah entered into the ark, 

39 and they knew nor until the flood came, 
and rook them all away; so shall be the com
ing of the Son of man. 

40 Then shall two man be in the field; one 
is taken, and one is left: 

41 two women shall be grinding at the mill; 
one is taken, and one is left. 

42 Watch therefore : fo r ye know not on 
what day your Lord cometh. 

43 Bur know this, that if the master of the 
house had known in what watch the thief was 
coming, he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to be broken 
through. 

44 Therefore be ye also ready; for in an 
hour that ye think not the Son of man cometh 
(Matt. 24:36-44) . P.O. Box 690 192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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"Where Art Thou?" 
(continued from page 1) 

but he knows that if you are strong enough, indepen
dent enough, intellectual enough and brave enough 
to defy him and eat this fruit you will become wise, 
free, intelligent, and the master of your own soul. In 
fact you will be a god yourself and no longer be the 
cringing slave of a tyrannical God who keeps you in 
bondage through superstition and fear! 

Come on now, assert yourself! Partake of this 
beautiful tree! Eat of this luscious fruit and enjoy it! 
Don't be a stupid child! 

Don't be an ignorant pagan! 
Join the intelligentsia, express your own person

ality, flout superstition, defy tradition, and thumb 
your nose at God! 

Become a modern! 
You know this tree appeals to you; I can see that 

you admire its beauty and long to know its flavor 
and to enjoy its delicious goodness. 

Is it any worse to take it than it is to want it? 
Why not be brave and intelligent enough to do 

what in your heart you want to do? 
Why suppress your desires and dwarf your per

sonality? 
Why yield to a false fear and pretend to obey 

God when you are disobedient in your heart? 
Why feign purity when your mind is filled with 

mephitic nastiness? 
Why become a repressed neurotic? 
Why mope about in morbid unhappiness and un

der restraints that you hate? 
Be yourself! Be frank and honest. There is no vir

tue in hypocrisy. If there is such a thing as right and 
wrong, you will be able to decide for yourself what is 
right and what is wrong after you throw off this arbi
trary authority. 

Our poor progenitors fell victims to this false 
reasoning and decided to try the high adventure of 
defying authority and of indulging their vanity with 
the thought that they were intellectually indepen
dent enough to do exactly what they desired to do! 

They, like all their posterity, were deluded into 
thinking that by sinning they were exhibiting broad
mindedness and intellectual independence. 

They were not analytical enough to see that in
stead of doing their own independent will they were 
doing exactly what someone else wanted them to do, 

and they were thereby becoming the most servile 
slaves of the forces of evil. 

Now where is man? 
The next scene in the tragic drama shows him 

conscious of his guilt, ashamed, and hiding. 
Had he found Satan's promises true? No, he ad

mits that he has been defrauded by deception. What 
else does beguile mean? 

True, he knew the difference between good and 
evil, only to find himself aligned with evil and con
scious that he was a sinner. 

He now knew the difference between guilt and 
innocence by his sad loss of the joy of the latter and 
his poignant sense of the former. He did not enjoy 
his intellectual independence and was not proud of 
his acquired wisdom and was not bold toward God. 

He did not want to see God or rely upon him to 
supply his needs. He ran away into hiding and en
deavored by his own devices to manufacture a cover
ing for his shame. 

He thought he could cloak his sin in the flimsy 
pretense of fig leaves, but this miserable makeshift, 
instead of disguising his disobedience, merely an
nounced ·his guilt. 

He was afraid, ashamed, confused, and lost. 
Adam, "where art thou?" "Who told thee that 

thou wast naked?" Not merely who informed you 
that you were without covering, surely Adam and 
Eve knew this, but who made you conscious of your 
nudity? Who caused you to take notice of it and to 
be ashamed? 

What guilty feeling makes you hide from your 
Father, Adam? "Where art thou?" 

Poor man could not justify his act, enjoy his con
dition, or get out of his predicament. He felt resent
ment toward his wife and tried to lay the blame on 
her. 

From that day to this, sinful men and women 
have antagonized each other and preyed upon each 
other. There is never a broken home but that each 
partner tries to lay the blame upon the other. 

Only where the order of the Lord is respected 
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and the word of the Lord is obeyed can there be 
peace and harmony in the home. 

Poor, trembling Mother Eve could not deny the 
charge of her husband, and in her humiliation and 
shame she felt keenly the fraud that had been perpe
trated upon her. "The serpent beguiled me." 

Yes, he told her she would be free and indepen
dent and that she could ignore God o r even throw 
him completely our of the reckoning. Ah, how mon
strous that fa lsehood seems as she stands face to face 
with her Maker and must answer for her conduct. 

How dark and damnable is that lie as she is 
driven out of her beautiful home and away fro m the 
tree of life! 

Out into a cruel and bloody world to fi ght and 
struggle and roil for an existence; ro suffer and sor
row and mourn for a few brief yea rs and then grow 
old and decrepit and srumble intO the grave and re
turn to the dust! 

"Where art thou?" 
Can you find yourselves in your present state of 

mind, with conflicting emotions tearing your hearts, 
with memories of lost joys haunting you and with 
the chaotic confusion of ideas, theories, doubts, and 
fears that fill your souls, 0 my children? 

Thousands of generations have been born and 
buried since that first sin of our parenrs bequeathed 
suffering and death to all the human race. 

The voice of Jehovah has been calling to his chi l
dren through the ages, and in his mercy he has of
fered us a way out of our woe through the cross of 
Christ. 

But Saran is still preaching hi·s fal sehoods and 
poor, vain mortals still lend their ears ro his honeyed 
tones. 

The old serpent has never changed his method or 
varied his plea. He attacks now just as he did on that 
bright Monday morning of the infancy of rime. 

His first move is ro place a question mark after 
the word of God; bege t doubt in the heart of his vic
tim; deny that there is any punishment fo r sin and, if 
the subject seems attentive, deny that there is any 
sin; stir resentment against God's "a rbitrary author
ity" and incite rebellio n against such un reasonable 
restraints! 

Then he flatters man's intellect and urges him to 
demand freedom and independence. 

Next he pictures the pleasure of sin and points to 
the primrose path that to the beguiled vision of mor
tals leads into the garden of eternal delights. 
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H e destroys faith in God through falsehood and 
deception and then destroys souls through disbelief. 

W hether he is dealing with a dizzy daughter of 
Eve or a sapient son o f Adam, he uses the same 
method and attacks at the same point. 

Whether his plea comes through the scholarly 
and sedate utte rances of a doctor of philosophy in 
the college classroom, through the fulsome flattery 
of the social siren, through the seductive sounds of 
the ballroom, or through the raucous call of the 
roadside honky-ronk, it is directed at the same vital 
weakness in the human heart, and it accomplishes 
the same result in every case. 

It induces men ro disregard God, and then comes 
sin, suffering, and suicides; broken homes, wrecked 
Edens, d ivo rces, drunkenness, death, and damna
tion; among nati ons, upheavals, revolutions, a con
fusion of rongues, a babel of voices, clashing ideolo
gies, wars, and hell on ea rth . 

W here art thou, 0 human race? 
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Mechanical Music 
By Stephen Wiggins 

One time while in a conversation with a sister, 
she asked me this question: 'I believe it's 
o.k. to use instrumental music in worship, 

don't you?' The question, of course, referred to use 
of mechanical instruments of music in the assembled 
worship of God's people. I emphasize the word me
chanical here because what the sister had in mind, as 
I gathered from the context of our discussion, was an 
instrument such as a piano or organ like is character
istically used within denominationalism. 

From time to time, I appreciate the fact that it is 
necessary to inform our young people on why 
churches of Christ do not use mechanical instru
ments of music in worship to God. I further try and 
really be patient with the ignorant and unlearned 
among us that just don't know any better because 
they haven't had time to learn. But for the life of me 
I cannot see why those who have spent virtually a 
lifetime within the church, and are academically edu
cated to boot, have to be spoon fed the basic prin
ciples of Christianity. Is it true that Paul said there 
would be some who are "ever learning and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth"? 

Salvation 
®What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection - Col. 2: 12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

I believe in instrumental music. But the instru
ment that God authorized one to make music with is 
specified within his word - "the heart." God said 
"Sing and make music with the heart to the Lord." 
Could it be any plainer? In his excellent book, The 
Problem of Instrumental Music in Christian Worship, 
brother Roy Deaver articulates it best: 

The truth of the matter is, as is taught in Eph
esians 5:19, that "psallo" does demand the in
strument- that is, the word demands that 
something be touched. I believe in instrumen
tal music! In fact, I do not believe that one 
can worship God acceptably without the in
strument. The pertinent question is: What is 
the instrument? Men have assumed that the 
instrument is a mechanical one, whereas the 
Bible specifically teaches that the instrument 
is the heart of the individual. I believe in "in
strumental music" in Christian worship - I 
do not believe in mechanical instrumental 
music in Christian worship (p. 1 0). 

When God speaks we are obligated to follow his 
divine direction by faith. One of the most fundamen
tal lessons throughout the entire Bible is that man is 
not at liberty to offer in worship to God that which 
is based on human authority. Cain learned this when 
God rejected his offering. God is specific and clear as 
to his instructions. He simply does not give his 
people any authority to employ man-made instru
ments of the mechanical kind in worship. 

The denominational world does not understand 
this principle of authority and therefore they do 
what pleases them in matters religious. But with the 
faithful of God's people it is a matter of "Speak 
Lord, thy servant heareth." We don't use mechanical 
instruments of music in worship for the same reason 
we don't have a pope, don't sprinkle babies, don't 
pray to Mary, and don't acknowledge Muhammad as 
God's final prophet- there is no biblical authority 
for such practices. To do so would be presumptuous 
and sinful. 

Silence 

There are many who labor under the misconception 
that for something to be sinful in the sight of God 
that it must be explicitly prohibited in the Scriptures. 
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This is not true. Some practices offered to God in the 
name of religious sincerity may actually be displeas
ing even though God actually never said don't do it. 
This is best illustrated in the transgression of Nadab 
and Abihu. The Bible says that these priests offered 
"strange fire" to God "which he had not commanded 
them" (Lev. 10:1-2). This latter statement concerns 
the realm of silence wherein God had not spoken. 

God had informed the priests that the fire was to 
be taken from off the alter (cf. 16:12). At the same 
time God "had not commanded them" that it would 
be wrong to take the fire from some other source. 
These priests knew full well that they were obligated 
to follow God's divine direction by doing what he 
had instructed them to do. When Nadab and Abihu 
offered "unauthorized fire" (NIV) they acted pre
sumptuously without divine authority. God pun
ished them both with death. What a tragedy con
cerning two of God's chosen! This underscores the 
seriousness of adhering to God's word by doing only 
that which God has authorized us to do. 

May our more liberal-minded brothers and sis
ters learn the following imponant lesson: The reason 
why churches of Christ do not employ mechanical 
instruments of music in worship to God is because 
there is no divine authority for such practice. You 
may reply, "But God never said thou shalt not have a 
piano in worship." This is correct. God never explic
itly prohibited such a practice. Nor did God explic
itly prohibit a Pope, praying to Mary, sprinkling in
fants, or steak--a-na mash-potatoes on the Lord's Sup
per. Just like God never told Nadab and Abihu not to 
take the fire for their censors from some other place! 

One of the primary reasons why this incident is 
recorded within the scriptures is to teach us the im
portance of respecting God's divine direction. God 
wants mankind to know that he does not have to ut
ter a specific prohibition concerning some act for it 
to be wrong. This principle must be applied to unau
thorized innovations in New Testament worship 
such as the use of mechanical instruments of music. 
God is serious about this principle whether we are or 
not. Let us learn the lesson well and God will bless. 
Ignore this principle and we will suffer the same re
jection as Nadab and Abihu. 

Pitch Pipe 

Several years ago I witnessed one of the most bizarre 
things that I had never before seen or heard. As I 
think back it is now comical but still serves to illus
trate just how ridiculously far some false teachers 
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will go ro justify their unscriptural practices in reli
gion. Here is what happened: A Pentecostal preacher 
named John Scheel came to the church office in 
Jonesboro, Ark., where I was preaching at the time. 
He had in hand several debate propositions. He 
wanted to publicly discuss several of our religious 
differences. 

We agreed to conduct two public oral debates, 
even renting a public auditorium that seated several 
hundred people for the discussions. In the first de
bate we discussed the cessation of miracles and Holy 
Spirit bapti sm. About a year later we discussed 
whether the New Testament authorizes the use of 
mechanical instruments of music in worship to God. 
It was during this second debate that my opponent 
humored us all. 

He asked me if a song leader had the scriptural 
authority to use a pitch pipe in order to attain the 
pitch of a song. I answered yes and proceeded to ex
plain the principle of authori ty based on Colossians 
3:17- all we do in teaching and practice must be 
authorized by the New Testament. With every obli
gation God gives us, however, there is an area of ex
pedience whereby one may utilize that which is ad
vantageous to implementing or the carrying out of 
that which God has directed us to do. You cannot 
sing a song without a pitch. The pitch pipe simply 
aids one in attaining that pitch. 

The same biblical authority that allows one to 
have a church building, song books, communion 
trays, a baptistery, or any other expedient, allows 
one to utilize a pitch pipe. This, unlike the mechani
cal instrument of music, does not add a different 
kind of music to the authorized act of singing as God 
directed. Mr. Scheel rook objection to my explana
tion and, upon the basis of trying to prove that the 
pitch pipe was a musical instrument, stood up and 
attempted to play a tune on the pitch pipe! I was just 
then reminded of what the late pioneer preacher, H. 
Leo Boles, had said on one occasion concerning this 
very matter - "The difference between the pitch 
pipe and a musical instrument is that the pitch pipe 
knows enough to be quiet when the worship begins!" 
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Beware of Typhoid Mary 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Before most of us were born typhoid fever was 
a deadly disease that plagued ou r nation. 
Knowing little about disease and irs trans

mission, the disease was spread throughout commu
nities by those who were infected. One such carrier 
was named Mary Mallon (1870-1938) . Fifty-two 
cases of typhoid were traced directly to her and 
countless more were indirectly attributed to her. 
Three of those she in fected died . Mary worked as a 
cook, preparing food for healthy people. She was un
aware of the danger she posed to others. 

In the spiritual realm deadly error is also spread 
from person ro person and church to church by carri
ers infected with error. Most of them are in the busi
ness of feeding God's people spiritual food. Today 
the spiritual disease plaguing the body of Christ has 
been labeled "change." Change agents, representing 
a movement to change the fa ith, worship and prac
tice of churches of Christ, are the infectious carriers. 
Their morbid disease they knowingly spread at every 
opportuni ty. 

Some change agents have websites, others have 
journals. Some write books, some teach in Chri stian 
schools. Some travel to mission fields in fo reign lands. 
Some deve lop networks of young impressionable 
preachers. Some travel the lecture circuit. Some have 
already infected churches whi le others are looking for 
the opportunity to do so. All are dangerous carriers of 
a deadly spiri tual virus that will sicken, change, or 
destroy the individual or chu rch infected by them. 

Until typho id was eradicated in America, each 
person was vaccinated to provide him immunity ro 
the disease. The undiluted truth of Christ's word ap
plied in strong doses will immunize Christians and 
congregations against the virus of change. Those not 
immunized are highly vu lnerable to this deadly virus 
called "Change." 

Like good doctors, every faithful elde r and 
preacher wi ll see that thei r flock is properly vacci
nated against this error (Heb. 13 : 17). Those who do 
nor do so are grossly negligent and wi ll have to an
swer to the chief shepherd for thei r neglect. 

In the o ld days, public health officials issued 
warnings to communities to beware of the "Typhoid 

Marys" in their midst. Those infected were quaran
tined unti l cured. Today we issue the same urgent 
warning to Christians and congregations. Churches 
of Christ have numerous "disease carriers" in our 
midst. We must take note of those who cause divi
sions and occasions of stumbling and turn away from 
them (Rom. 16 : 17). We must reject them as danger
ous ro our spirirual health (Titus 3:10-11). We must 
not g ive them any encou ragement in their endeavors 
(2 John 10-11). Their books, their websites, their 
schools and their forum s are all contaminated and 
highly dangerous to sou ls. Avoid them and warn oth
ers to do the same. 
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" ••• Exhausted, Yet Pursuing ••• '' 
By Jim Faughn 

T e events recorded in the seventh chapter of 
Judges are well known. This chapter con
tains the record of Gideon leading God's 

people to victory over the oppressive Midianites. 
Most of us are familiar with the "elimination 

process" used to get the number of men who would 
be involved in the battle from 32,000 down to only 
300. The unusual military strategy intrigues us, but 
we all know that a few well-trained soldiers are more 
effective than a mob. 

An even more unorthodox technique is used to 
get the Midianites to abandon their camp and retreat 
(the breaking of the pitchers, the torches, the trum
pets, and the shout). 

We thrill at the fact that God used this outnum
bered army and curious tactic to· achieve a great vic
tory over a well equipped army of approximately 
135,000 men. 

However, as thrilling and encouraging as the ma
terial in Judges 7 is, the story does not stop there. A 
great victory did not bring the final defeat of the en
emy. 

As the eighth chapter of Judges opens, we find 
Gideon and his men continuing a pursuit of the 
Midianites that had begun near the end of chapter 
seven. 

Specifically, two kings of Midian and their men 
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are the objects of this pursuit, Gideon and his men 
are described as " ... exhausted, yet pursuing ... Uudg. 
8:4 ESV). 

The request is made to the men of Succoth and 
later to the men of Penuel for some bread for nour
ishment, but the request is denied. 

Mter Gideon and his army achieve their final vic
tory over the Midianites, those who refused even to 
provide nourishment for them were punished. 

What makes this interesting is that the two cities, 
Succoth and Penuel, were in the area given to the 
tribes of Gad and Reuben, and the half of the tribe of 
Mannaseh when the children of Israel entered into 
the land of promise (cf. Num. 32). 

These 2¥2 tribes were allowed to remain on the 
eastern side of the Jordan River and settle there 
while the rest of the Israelites went across the Jordan 
river and settled on the western side. 

In return for this, they vowed to join their broth
ers who settled on the western side of the Jordan 
River in battle against their enemies. 

Apparently, by the time that Gideon and his men 
needed help, these people had forgotten a couple of 
things. They had forgotten that they were brothers 
with the men who were asking for nothing more 
than some nourishment. They must have also forgot
ten the vow they had made. 

Gideon and his men were able to achieve the fi
nal victory without the help of the men of Succoth 
and Penuel, but their efforts would have been much 
easier if they had received some nourishment. 

They could have kept pursuing without being so 
exhausted. 

It seems to me that this account has a present-day 
application. In most congregations with which I am 
familiar, a dedicated, faithful, exhausted minority 
carries most of the load. 

They realize the need to do God's will; they are 
intent on doing that will: and they will not be 
stopped from doing it regardless of any obstacle 
placed in their way. 

While their dedication to the Lord and his cause 
does not depend upon the efforts of others, it would 
be nice if they could have a little help. Even a word 



of encouragement would be nice. Sadly, their pleas 
for "nourishment" often go unanswered. 

T he present-day "men of Succoth and Penuel" 
may have forgotten some very important things . 
They may need to know they are letting their broth
ers and sisters down when they do not do their part 
to carry our the work of the Lord. 

Even the most dedicated of Christians must feel, 
at rimes, discouraged by the lack of interest and in
volvement of those who are members of their spiri
tual fam ily. 

These people need to remember that, when they 
became Christians, they enlisted in the Lord's army. 

Far too many in our day could be described in 
the same way as the people described by Amos when 
he wro te, "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion ... " 
(Amos 6:1). 

Often, conversion is seen in much the same way 
as the experience of Gideon and his men. 

The initial experience involved in obeying the 
gospel is followed by the long and sometimes de
mandi ng work of remaining faithful , loyal, and fruit
ful. 

What we need to remember the most, however, 
is that God does not look kindly on those who fai l to 
serve. 

Have we fo rgotten the words of our Lord in 
John 15:1-8 where we learn that those who abide in 
him bear much fruit ? 
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Have we forgotten that this same passage in
forms us that those branches that do not abide in him 
are " ... cast into the fire, and they are burned (v. 6)? 

W hen was the last time we took seriously and 
personally the lessons taught in the "Parable of the 
Talents" (Matt. 25:14-3 0)? 

H ave we chosen to not believe that those who 
fail to use what God has entrusted them with will be 
" ... cast ... into outer darkness ... ?" 

Preachers and o thers sometimes try to encourage 
people to invo lve themselves in the work of the Lord 
for a number of reasons. 

They try to get them to see how much good the 
chu rch could do if every member would get in
vo lved; how good they would feel about themselves 
if they would realize that their efforts were actually 
contributing to the success of the cause of Christ; 
and any number of other reasons fo r more involve
ment. 

I am concerned about the souls of those who are 
content to let o thers do all the work. 

I honestly don't want them to have the experi
ence of seeing others ushered into heaven at the 
judgment while they are consigned to " ... everlasting 
punishment ... " (Matt. 25 :46) . 

Let us make sure we " ... rest from (our) labors ... " 
in heaven -not now! 
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The Secret of Growth 
By Guss Eoff 

T he sad report we are hearing is, "The church 
is not growing." The evidence can be seen 
throughout our brotherhood. Some congre

gations have sold their buildings and gone out of 
business. Because of declining numbers, congrega
tions have merged, and yet the attendance numbers 
still dwindle. 

What is the problem? Is there an answer? 
God's word reveals the secret of growth, and yet 

we have failed to recognize it. 
The first six verses of Genesis chapter 11 make 

known the principles for expansion and growth of 
God's kingdom. 

The children of men were going to build a city 
with a tower that reached into heaven. They started 
this great project and they were going to do it. 

The Secret of Success 

The sons of men were going to build this city and 
tower, not because they were people of God, not be
cause the project was right, but because of people 
power. 

There are four of these principles of accomplish
ment in Genesis 11:1-6. 

''And Jehovah said, Behold, they are one people, 
and they have all one language; and this is what they 
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begin to do: and now nothing will be withholden 
from them, which they purpose to do." 

The sons of men, in the blindness of their pride, 
fancied in their minds, if they banded together they 
could defy God. They thought they could defeat his 
wise design of dispersing them over the earth. 

"Come, let us build us a city, and a rower, whose 
top may reach into heaven, and let us make a name; 
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth" (Gen. 11:4}. 

They were going to build this great project to 
make a name for themselves - a reputation. This 
was the motive for building the tower- but God 
came down. 

''And Jehovah came down to see the city and the 
tower which the children of men builded" (Gen. 
11:5}. 

Principles of Accomplishment 

They were united. They all stood together. It was a 
joint effort. They were all in agreement and har
mony. Regardless of the project, there is strength in 
unity. (Eccl. 4:12). Even an anti-God project may 
succeed if the multitude is united . For example, see 
what Islam has done. When people are fanatica lly 
dedicated to a cause, look at the success. 

Another reason for success was, "They have all 
one language." They all communicated the same 
thing. 

They wanted that tower, regardless of how many 
hours they had to work, or how much it cost, they 
were going to have it. 

Unity ... speech ... imagination ... and work ... 
when people decide to do something, doing it is 
usual. 

Look what these principles of accomplishment 
have done. Man imagined the Golden Gate Bridge in 
San Francisco; the Twin Towers in Malaysia, the 
world's largest Airport in Hong Kong. Look what 
man has done - electric lights, telephones, cell 
phones, medicines, hosp itals, automobiles; airplanes, 
rockets, putting a man on the moon; nothing has 
been restrained from those who have used these 
principles of accomplishment. 



The Church Will Grow 

I am not concerned with the tower of Babel. I am not 
concerned about accomplishments in space travel. 
What concerns me most of all is the accomplishment 
of the church. 

The church has the gigantic task of preaching the 
gospel to the whole world (Matt. 28:18-20). We can 
do it, if we practice the principles found in Geneses 
11:1- 6. 

Here they are pure and simple. 
• We must be one 
• We must speak the same language. 
• We must have an imagination, a dream, a vi-

sion. 
• We must go to work. 
We are the people of God. We are doing what 

God wants us to do. We must not fail. 
"I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree that there is 
no divisions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10 
RSV). Again Paul wrote to the Christians at Philippi: 
"Make full my joy, that ye be of the same mind, hav
ing the same love, being of one accord, of one mind" 
(Phil. 2:2}. 
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The Hour Has Come to Wake Up 
[Rom. 13:11] 

By Willis McBain 

There is widespread unrest due to doctrinal 
change in the churches of Christ. We see 
this in news reports as well as by general ob

servation in our own area. 
Some members of the church are asking for a 

clear statement, therefore, from their elders and 
preachers as to whether the congregation where they 
attend will continue preaching and practicing "the 
strait and narrow way" according to the patterns 
given in the New Testament. 

Or whether they will follow the crowds in "the 
broad way that leads to destruction," division and 
denominationalism (Matt. 7:1-14). 

It has been observed in the current issue (Feb. 
2006) of the Christian Chronicle, the newspaper that 
reports news and activities among members of the 
Churches of Christ (a Cappella), that there are many 
among us who no longer hold to the Old Paths. 

Who would lead members in joining hands in fel
lowship with the Christian Churches who have intro
duced innovations that have caused division among us 
"contrary to the doctrine which we learned" (Rom. 
16:17) in the Lord's church. 

The most notable division in the history of what 
we know as the Restoration Movement was recog
nized and reported in the government census of 1906, 
exactly 100 years ago. 

Being oblivious to the warnings of history, some 
among us are ignoring or minimizing the causes of 
these divisions, instead of observing the admonition 
in the Bible to "mark those who cause divisions con
trary to the doctrine, and turn away from them" 
(Rom. 16:17). 

In congregations in our own community, we have 
seen brethren divided by the introduction of me
chanical instruments of music into the public wor
ship and into the praise services of our youth. 

Some have changed the name of the church so as 
to no longer be identified with the Lord's church -
the church of Christ. 

Some are funding the formation of new congre
gations to be known by an unbiblical "community" 
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type generic term, where the musical praise is being 
planned to include mechanical instruments. 

Elders report that some of their members are leav
ing their congregation to join with this new commu
nity church just down the street from where they meet. 

Even though some congregations do not now use 
these mechanical devices in their worship assemblies, 
it is obvious they would now be doing so were it not 
for merely pragmatic reasons. 

They speak of their 'likes' or their 'personal pref
erence' for a cappella singing because they were 
raised "in that tradition." 

Since scripture and nature teach that "each pro
duces after its own kind," any church that participates 
in the planting of an instrumental-music-church is it
self the same kind in heart and doctrine. 

Women in some of our congregations are no 
longer exhorted to remain "silent in the churches," 
but rather are given positions of leadership over men, 
and in some cases publicly pray in the assemblies and 
speak and exhort from the scriptures in public gather
ings in the presence of men. 

Scriptures say this is to their "shame." 
Our youth attend rallies where speakers encour

age change in the worship of the church. 
Some of our finest preachers of the past are now 

helping to establish "community" churches where 
biblical patterns are not observed and honored. 

Even where these innovations are not practiced, 
changes are advocated and those who would express 
caution are sometimes ridiculed and given no voice 
to express their concerns. 

Those who have left these "to the left" congrega
tions need assurances that they have not "left the fry
ing pan only to find themselves in the fire" of drift
ing doctrines and directions. 

Adding to these alarms, it is being observed that 
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the directors of Abilene Christian University and of 
the Tulsa Workshop have abandoned their former dis
tinctive roles in leadership and are now sharing their 
program with leaders from the Christian Churches, 
further distancing themselves and alienating faithful 
brethren in thousands of churches of Christ. 

The time has come for strong and clear state
ments of clarification on where our church leaders 
are in the direction they will be leading us. 

We cannot survive on cute sermonettes and clever 
stories in our pulpits. We are asking for assurances of 
sound doctrine in our pulpits and classrooms (1 Tim. 
4:1-6; Gal. 1:6-8; 2 Tim. 3:14-17). 

Today's failure to stand against sin and unbiblical 
changes opens the floodgates to compromise and 
apostasy. 

A warning from the Old Testament: Remember 
Eli and his sons. 

And remember that J otham did what was right 
himself, but he failed to say "no" to his family 
and their ways of sin. Consequently his son Ahaz 
embraced them fully to his downfall and the crum
bling of his nation (2 Chron. 28; 2 Kings ·16; Isa. 
7:4-9). 

P.O. Box 821220 
Fort Worth, 1X 76182 
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The Anesthetization of the Nation 
By Tom Mclemore 

The TV program The Book of Daniel has 
spurred much controversy and discussion. 
Even though the network has now cancelled 

the series because of viewer response, it would be 
profitable to reflect upon the trend it represents. The 
creators and producers of The Book of Daniel and 
other programs like it will deny that they have an 
agenda. That is to be expected. However, what is de
nied when producers and creators are under fire is 
explicitly affirmed in friendlier contexts. At the re
cent Golden Globe awards, one of the recipients (ac
cepting an award for a movie featuring homosexual 
cowboys) rejoiced that through the media of film 
and television thinking is being changed. 

What is going on? In a very gradual and subtle 
manner, those who create and produce films and 
television programs are attempting to desensitize 
viewers so that they will no longer be repulsed by be
havior (vulgarity, profanity, and illicit sexual activity) 
that once was reprehensible. Have you noticed how 
that in the last several years, profane and vulgar 
words have been gradually inserted into television 
programs? Has it slipped by your attention that now 
almost every program features some homosexual 
character, and the move is being made to introduce a 
portrayal of sex between homosexuals? Have we not 
seen this maneuver many times before? Did we not 
notice how portrayals of illicit sex between hetero
sexuals were gradually introduced into television 

and films? Isn't it true that we hardly think anything 
of it? 

The reason why such programs as The Book of 
Daniel generate controversy is that the creators and 
producers add an explicit message to the gradual co
vert approach usually taken. In addition to covertly 
desensitizing viewers to the immoral and perverse, 
this program overtly leaves the impression that im
morality (drunkenness, drug abuse, adultery, homo
sexuality, etc.) and imbecility are typical among the 
religious and especially among religious leaders. 

And are we not following like lambs to the 
slaughter, as so much of our time and money is con
sumed worshiping the actors and directors who are 
involved in providing this numbing drug? Do were
ally believe that they have no agenda? Can we not 
see that the ultimate goal is to desensitize the minds 
of decent people so that we will not be shocked into 
rising up and speaking against (and particularly 
keeping on the books and enforcing laws against) the 
immoral, perverse, and devilish behavior of the liber
tines? It is a most crafty strategy to hypnotize the 
American people so that they think that there is 
nothing objectionable about perversion, debauchery, 
and licentiousness. 

In biblical terms, these folks are trying (and have 
had more success than we like to admit) to make 
practical pagans out of us. This has always been one 
of Satan's most subtle devices- to gradually desen-

April 2006 15 
F1rm Foundation 



sitize people into tolerating and accepting the behav
ior of his minions. Sadly, this time, he has figured out 
a way to accomplish this feat and have the victims 
foot the bill! 

The apostle Paul wrote: 
This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, 
that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
who being past feeling have given themselves 
over unto lasciviousness, to work all unclean
ness with greediness (Eph. 4: 17 -19). 

Centuries before Paul, the prophet jeremiah had 
observed a similar phenomenon: 

To whom shall I speak, and give warning, that 
they may hear? behold, their ear is uncircum
cised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the 
word of the LORD is unto them a reproach; 
they have no delight in it. Therefore I am full 
of the fury of the LORD; I am weary with 
holding in: I will pour it out upon the chil
dren abroad, and upon the assembly of young 
men together: for even the husband with the 
wife shall be taken, the aged with him that is 
full of days. And their houses shall be turned 
unto others, with their fields and wives to
gether: for I will stretch out my hand upon 
the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD. 
For from the least of them even unto the 
greatest of them every one is given to covet
ousness; and from the prophet even unto the 
priest every one dealeth falsely. They have 
healed also the hurt of the daughter of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when 
there is no peace. Were they ashamed when 
they had committed abomination? nay, they 
were not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush: therefore they shall fall among them 
that fall: at the time that I visit them they shall 
be cast down, saith the LORD" Qer. 8:10-15). 

There are at least two imperatives that emerge 
from this passage. For one, we must acknowledge sin 
for what it is. We must allow ourselves to be 
ashamed and blush at the creeping wickedness that is 
passing before our eyes into our society. We must 
stand up and be unashamed to call perversion, im
morality, and licentiousness what they are- abomi
nation before the Lord. We must be unashamed to 
stand on the Lord's side against the agenda of those 
who are unashamed to stand for the most shameful 
sins. For another thing, before it is too late (i.e., be
fore our people have become complete zombies), we 
must be filled with the fury of the Lord and not hold 
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it in. We must resist the pressure to keep quiet and 
conform to political correctness. 

It is past time for us to wake up and be extremely 
selective and critical in our viewing. It is past time 
for us to help others be more selective and critical in 
their viewing by forthrightly discussing what is at 
stake. The laws of this nation may protect the rights 
of these propagandists to produce and distribute 
their garbage, but we also have the right to be wise, 
see through their covert agenda, and not be the vic
tims of their attempts to anesthetize. 

Think of our children and grandchildren. How 
much more difficult will it be to teach them the right 
ways of the Lord when they are surrounded by those 
who have been brainwashed? The intensity and thor
oughness of training during times when perversion, 
debauchery, and licentiousness resided in the dark 
niches of our society is insufficient for these times 
when it is being portrayed as the normal and even 
the ideal. All efforts to teach our people that the 
Bible is God's word and that he will judge the abomi
nable must be redoubled in the hope that it is not too 
late. And instead of simply forbidding, the time has 
long since passed for helping youngsters understand 
why it must be forbidden. We must prepare for 
battle. As the LORD told Ezekiel, "[S]eest thou what 
they do? Even the great abominations ... ? But turn 
thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abomina
tions" (Ezek. ,8 :6). 

One last statement of warning from Paul: "Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to se
ducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies 
in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a 
hot iron" (1 Tim 4:1, 2). If this was ever true, it is 
truer now. If Christianity was ever a counterculture 
in the history of our nation, it must accept its respon
sibility to be one now. It is doubtful that we ever 
faced a greater threat to the foundations of the 
Christian way of life in our nation than we face at 
this moment. It may be a more serious type of terror
ism than that against which our nation has declared 
war and that has cost so much and so many lives. 
How ironic that such a price has been paid to protect 
the right of citizens of our own nation to make such 
strides in putting our people to sleep morally. One 
thing is certain: the other side is not letting up, but 
we must wake up. 

2 Crescent Hill Dr. 
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Church of England (Episcopal) Church 
Written, edited, and arranged by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Church of England (Episcopal) Church 
claims a succession from the Roman Catholic 
Church. It regards itself as the restored 

Roman Catholic Church, and retains much of the tra
ditional framework of Roman Catholicism. 

It is asserted that Christian missionaries arrived 
in England in the 2nd century and made converts to 
Jesus. If this is true, those disciples would predate 
the Roman Catholic Church, which did not come 
into existence in a recognizable from until the 4'h 
century, and even then it was embryonic and did not 
emerge as the Roman Catholic Church as it exists to
day until much later, and, by its own admission, is 
still evolving both in doctrine and in practice - not 
yet full-grown. 

The conversion of the Anglo-Saxons, who be
gan invading Britain after Rome stopped gov
erning the country in the 5th century, was un
dertaken by St. Augustine, a monk in Rome 
chosen by Pope Gregory I to lead a mission to 
the Anglo-Saxons. He arrived in 597, and 
within 90 years all the Saxon kingdoms of En
gland had accepted Christianity (England, 
Church of, Encyclopedia Britannica). 

The Church of England (Episcopal) looks on Au
gustine as their spiritual father and religious mentor. 
The Norman invasion and subjugation of England 
resulted in reforming the English church according 
to Roman ideas - celibacy of the clergy (a class 
wrongly applied only to preachers), and the canon 
law of Western Europe was applied to England. 

"John Wycliffe (1330?-1384) was a philosopher, 
theologian, and religious reformer ... educated at 
University of Oxford. He received a doctorate in the
ology in 1372. Wycliffe was called The Morning Star 
of the Reformation; he taught philosophy at Oxford 
throughout most of his career, while nominally serv
ing as a priest in a succession of parishes. Wycliffe 
... wrote several pamphlets refuting the pope's author
ity and upholding the right of Parliament to limit 
church power. [I]n 1376 Wycliffe enunciated the 
doctrine of 'dominion as founded in grace,' according 
to which all authority is conferred directly by the 
grace of God and is consequently forfeited when the 

wielder of that authority is guilty of mortal sin. 
[I]n 1379 Wycliffe repudiated the doctrine of tran
substantiation ... In May 1382 ... the archbishop of 
Canterbury, convened an ecclesiastical court that 
condemned Wycliffe as a heretic and brought about 
his expulsion from Oxford. Mter Wycliffe died on 
Dec. 31, 1384, his teachings were spread far and wide. 
His Bible, which appeared in 1388, was widely dis
tributed by his followers, called Lollards. Wycliffe's 
writings strongly influenced ... John Huss in his revolt 
against the [Roman Catholic] church. Martin Luther 
also acknowledged his great debt to Wycliffe. In 
May 1415 the Council of Constance reviewed 
Wycliffe's alleged heresies and ordered his body disin
terred and burned. This decree was carried out in 
14 28. [W]ycliffe's philosophy represented a complete 
break with the [Catholic] church. He believed in a 
direct relationship between humanity and God, with
out priestly mediation. By a close adherence to the 
Scriptures, Christians would, Wycliffe believed, gov
ern themselves without the aid of popes and prelates 
(Encarta Encyclopedia 2005). 
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The break with the Roman papacy and the estab
lishment of an independent Church of England came 
during the reign of Henry VIII (1509-47). The acts of 
the English Parliament between 1529 and 1536 mark 
the beginning of the Anglican Church as a national 
church independent of papal jurisdiction.1 When 
Pope Clement VII refused to approve the annulment 
of Henry's marriage to Catherine of Aragon, the En
glish Parliament, at Henry's insistence, passed a series 
of acts that separated the English church from the 
Roman hierarchy and in 1534 made the English mon
arch the head of the English church. The monasteries 
were suppressed, but few other changes were im
mediately made, since Henry intended that the En
glish church would remain Catholic, though sepa
rated from Rome. Mter Henry's death, Protestant 
reforms of the church were introduced during the 
six-year reign of Edward VI. In 1553, however, when 
Edward's half-sister, Mary [Tudor], a Roman Catho
lic, succeeded to the throne, her repression and per
secution of Protestants aroused sympathy for their 
cause. When Elizabeth I became queen in 1558, the 
independent Church of England was reestablished. 
The Book of Common Prayer (q.v.; 1549, final revi
sion 1662) and the Thirty-nine Articles (q.v.; 1571) 
became the standards for liturgy and doctrine (En
gland, Church of, Encyclopedia Britannica). 

Organization 

The Church of England tried to imitate the organiza
tional structure of the Roman Catholic Church, 
which had patterned itself after the system of the Ro
man Empire and especially the Roman Army. The 
English Church sought to set up dioceses and par
ishes with Bishops and priests in much the same way 
the Roman Catholic Church was ordered. The 
Church of England set up two arch-dioceses - Can
terbury and York- with each having an Archbishop, 
but with Canterbury having precedence over York. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury would be similar to 
the Pope in the Roman Church. They called this an 
Episcopal form of church government, which they 
thought of as a system of government in which ad
ministrative and spiritual power over a district (dio
cese) is held by a bishop. The diocese is in turn di
vided in parishes, usually under the governance of a 
priest. 

The doctrine of the Church of England is 
found primarily in the Book of Common Prayer, 2 

containing the ancient creeds of Christendom, and 
secondarily in the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, 
which are interpreted in accordance with the prayer 
book, doctrinal and moral truth, and in rejecting the 
distinctively Roman Catholic doctrines. 

The foundation of an independent Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States dates from the 
time of the American Revolution, when members of 
the Anglican Church in the former colonies could no 
longer give their allegiance to the mother church over
seas. There followed the establishment of a number of 
other churches, centering upon the Church of En
gland, that became known as the "Anglican Commun
ion." In addition to the churches of England, Ireland, 
and Wales and the Episcopal church in Scotland, sepa
rate and independent Anglican churches exist in 
Canada, the United States, Australia, New Zealand, 
western Mrica, central Mrica, the Republic of South 
Mrica, India, China, Japan, and the West Indies" 
(Encarta Reference Library). 

Doctrine 

The basic doctrine of the Church of England (Epis
copal) Church is close to that of Luther's Protestant 
Reformation, both being drawn from the theology of 
Augustine. Its teaching is reflected in the Institutes of 
the Christian Religion, written by John Calvin, as is 
the teaching of the Lutheran (Protestant) Reforma
tion. The basic doctrine is given in The Thirty-Nine 
Articles of Religion, written by Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer in 1553 "for the avoiding of controversy in 
opinions," and was influenced by the Lutheran 
Augsburg Confession (1530). The Forty-two Articles 
were eliminated when Mary I became queen (1553) 
and restored Roman Catholicism. After Elizabeth I 
became queen (1558), the Canterbury Convocation 
(the periodic assembly of clergy of the province of 
Canterbury) drastically revised the Forty-two Ar
ticles. A final revision by Convocation in 1571 pro
duced the Thirty-nine Articles, which were approved 
by Elizabeth and imposed on the clergy (Thirty-nine 
Articles, Encyclopedia Britannica). 

The Church of England differs from the Roman 
Catholic Church chiefly in denying the claims of the 
papacy both to jurisdiction over the church and to 

1 Martin Luther published his Ninety-fiye Thesis in October 1517. The Church of England had its beginning 17 years later in 1534. 
1 The Book of Common Prayer is liturgical (a form and arrangement of public worship). The Thirty-nine Anicles of Religion is doctrinal. 
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infallibility as promulgator of Christian doctrinal and 
moral truth, and in rejecting the distinctively Roman 
doctrines and discipline (Indulgences, Purgatory, 
Mariolatry, and Transubstantiation). Also, unlike the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Church of England al
lows women to become priests (Church of England, 
Encarta Reference Library). 

Thirty Nine Articles of Religion 
The first five articles set out what members of the 
Church of England are to believe about God, i.e., 
"There is but one God ... And in unity of this Godhead 
there are three Persons, one in substance, power, and 
eternity; the Father, the son, and the Holy Ghost. "3 

Article 6 identifies the Canonical books of the 
Old and New Testament, and says, "Holy Scripture 
contains all things necessary to salvation, so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an article of the faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation." 

Articles 7-8 assert the authority and limitation of 
the Old Testament and acceptance of the three 
Creeds (Nicene, Athanasius, and Apostles). 

Article 9 asserts that corruption of human nature 
is inborn and babies are guilty of the original sin. In
fants, according to this article, are inherently de
praved. 

Article 10 states that the "condition of man after 
the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and pre
pare himself, by his own natural strength and good 
works, to faith and calling on God. 

Article 11 says that human works have nothing to 
do with salvation; and, "Wherefore that we are justi
fied by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort." 

Articles 12-14 say that an unsaved person cannot 
do any good thing ... whatever he does is sinful, even 
though the deed itself is right; also supererogation is 
impossible. 

Article 15 says the incarnate Jesus was sinless; all 
mortals sin, except Jesus. 

Article 16 says that a saved person can sin and be 
eternally lost, which disagrees with both Luther and 
Calvin. 

Article 17 affirms that before creation God arbi
trarily selected who would be saved and who lost. 

The saved are to be called by direct and immediate 
action of the Holy Spirit. 

Article 18 denies that law has anything to do 
with salvation. 

Article 19-20 say the church is to be organized 
into local, visible congregations to preach the word 
and administer baptism and the Lord's Supper. The 
church is to defend the faith, but cannot change it. 

Article 21 speaks of the authority of General 
Councils. 

Article 22 denies Purgatory, and condemns wor
shiping images and saints. 

Articles 23-24 speak of the appointment, au
thority, and duties of preachers. 

Article 25 affirms two sacraments (Lord's Sup
per and Baptism) and rejects all others. 

Article 26 deals with unworthy ministers 
(preachers) and how to depose them. 

Article 2 7 defines baptism as a token of regen
eration and forgiveness of sins. 

Article 28-30 defines the Lord's Supper as sym
bolic and says it is not to be "reserved, carried 
about, lifted up, or worshiped; the misuse of the 
Lord's Supper is also discussed; and the cup is not to 
be withheld from "the lay people." 

Article 31 states the offering of Jesus was made 
once upon the cross. Roman Catholic Church 
masses are condemned. 

Article 32 says that Bishops, Priests, and Dea
cons may marry. 

Article 33 says excommunicated persons are to 
be avoided. 

Article 34 defines church traditions and says 
they are not binding, but should be honored. 

Article 35 gives a list of 21lectures to be read to 
the congregation as often as needed. 

Article 3 6 consecrations of Archbishops and 
Bishops and order of Priests and Deacons, is set 
forth. 

Article 3 7 describes the authority and power of 
Civil Magistrates, including the monarch, and de
nies that the Bishop of Rome has any jurisdiction in 
England, allows the death penalty of heinous 
crimes, and approves military service. 

Article 3 8 declares the riches and goods of 
Christians are not common, but every one should 
give to the poor, according to his ability. 

J Article 2 mistakenly says that jesus reconciled "his Father to us," whereas the Bible says that we are reconciled to the Heavenly Father (Rom. 5:10; 
2 Cor. 5:18,20; Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20, 22). 
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Article 39 forbids vain and rash swearing, but 
not swearing when the magistrate requires it to be 
done in a cause of faith and charity. 

Errors in the 39 articles 

Here are a few of the mistakes in the 39 Articles of 
the Church of England: 

Puts human creeds above Bible teaching - Ar
ticles 7-8. The scriptures reach the all and alone suf
ficiency of the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-27). There is a dif
ference in giving a written explanation of Bible 
teaching and in publishing a creed (a statement of 
belief) as an authoritative requirement for member
ship in a religious body. An explanation that does not 
presume to be a binding document and a statement 
that sets out required conditions for inclusion in a 
religious organization are two very different things. 

Babies are born with the guilt of sin -Article 9. 
The Bible teaches that the spirit of every newborn is 
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God-given (Heb. 12:9, and Eccl. 12:7). Jehovah can
not father nor give a defiled spirit. Babies are born 
innocent - sinless. 

The article says humans are helpless, but the 
Bible teaches that salvation results in doing some
thing (Acts 2:40; Phil. 2:12; James 2:14-26). 

Article 10 says the alien-sinner does not have the 
intellectual power and the inherit ability to under
stand and obey the commands of God. To be enlight
ened and empowered the alien-sinner must have ex
tra-biblical, mystical help, coming in the form of a 
direct and immediate operation of the Holy Spirit 
upon the mind. The Bible teaches that man as he is 
does have the faculty to hear, understand, and obey 
the word of God. There is no statement in the Bible 
requiring any person to receive a power over and 
above divine teaching as recorded in the God
breathed scriptures to know and do the will of God 
(Ps. 199:97-104, 130; Acts 20:20, 27; Eph. 4:11-16; 
1 Cor. 14:6-9; Acts 13:46, 49). 

Works have nothing to do with salvation (Article 
11). The Bible says works are critical to salvation 
(Matt. 5:16; John 4:34; 5 :36; 6:28; 9:4; Rom. 2:6; 
James 2:24 - note: we must distinguish between 
works of Satan, of man, and the works of God -
that is, obedience to the commands of God, else
where called "the righteousness of God.") The 
Catholics teach salvation by works alone, the Calvin
ists reach salvation by faith alone, the Bible reaches 
salvation "by faith working through love" (Gal. 5 :6). 

Baptism is a sign and seal of remission of sins. 
Dipping the person into the water is not necessary. 
Baptism is properly administered by sprinkling or 
pouring (Article 28). The Bible teaches that baptism 
is a burial and a resurrection (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:1-6; 
Mart. 3:16; Acts 8:36-38). Bible baptism is for the 
purpose of actually washing away sins (Acts 22:16; 
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38). 

Generally speaking, the Church of England 
tracks the Augustinian theory of salvation. It is 
closely related to the teaching of Martin Luther. 

(Sources: Encarta Reference Library, Encyclope
dia Britannica, Church of England Book of Common 
Prayer and its 39 articles of religion, and certain in
ternet web sites.) 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarlne y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N. Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position .•• believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is It wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything Is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatilon who would be saved and who would be lost 
lreslstible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(Immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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When Can a Person Be Baptized? 
By Raymond Elliott 

I n this question we are not presently concerning 
ourselves with the "when" as in learning the 
steps of obedience to the commands given by 

the Lord when one has heard the gospel of Christ 
and desires to give oneself to Jesus. Certainly we 
would all agree that a person who becomes a believer 
in Christ and is penitent of sins should be baptized 
without further delay. This is brought out by the fact 
that we have no promise of another opportunity. The 
ancient writer declared by inspiration, ~~Do not boast 
about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day 
may bring forth'' (Prov. 27:1). We have always en
couraged a person to obey the gospel when it (the 
gospel) is first learned. There is always the danger of 
the devil hindering one's obedience by delaying a de
cision. 

Our main thrust in this article is to observe that 
the Bible nowhere asserts that there is a specific day 
of the week when one is to be baptized. It is surpris
ing to learn that some feel the only time (and day) 
when a person can be scripturally immersed is during 
a period of worship on the first day of the week. It 
may be that we have not made it as clear as we 
should in regards to the "when" a person can be bap
tized. The only time some members witness a bap
tism is during worship on Sunday. Young people may 
therefore conclude that this is the only scriptural 
time for one to be baptized. 

In the book of Acts we have several examples of 
people obeying the commandments of the gospel of 
Christ. The people on the day of Pentecost were bap
tized on the first day of the week; however, since 
there were about 3,000 people being immersed, we 
can conclude that it took several hours to accomplish 
this feat (Acts 2:36-41). It is not revealed on what 

·day the people of Samaria were baptized (Acts 8:12-
13). We certainly could state that the Ethiopian 
nobleman was not baptized during a worship assem
bly since he was riding in his chariot when he learned 
of Jesus through the preaching of Philip (Acts 8:26-
39). Lydia and her household were baptized on a 
Sabbath day which would be the seventh day (Satur
day) of the week (Acts 16:13--15). It was sometime 
after midnight that the Philippian jailer and his 
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household were baptized. Luke said that it was "the 
same hour of the night" (Acts 16:25, 30-34). If all the 
baptisms recorded in the book of Acts occurred on 
the first day of the week during worship, we could 
conclude that this would give credence to the under
standing that all baptisms should be performed on 
that particular day of the week. But such is not the 
case as found in these examples. Therefore we can 
immerse believers anytime of the day on any day of 
the week. The emphasis is not on the "when" with 
reference to the time of the day, rather it is the 
"when" people learn the truth. 

We have baptized scores of individuals during the 
week days, usually following a home Bible study late 
in the evening. It is usually the case that deep emotions 
are evident when people have made the decision to 
give their lives to Christ. There is normally a very 
close relationship between the teacher and student 
that contributes to the joy of such an experience. 

In conclusion, we urge all to be baptized upon 
learning of Christ. Any gospel preacher would be 
happy to assist you regardless of the time of any day 
during the week. The most important thing is to do 
it now while the mercy of God lingers. 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067 

raymondelliott@knology.net 
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Grounds of Christian Fellowship 
1 John 1:1-7 

By E. Claude Gardner 

I. Introduction 
A. "Let there be peace on earth" is a current 

song that tells of man's desire for peace and 
brotherhood. 
1. Also, religious division is unpopular on 

the national scene. 
2. Likewise, many are captured with the idea 

of fellowship and saddened by disunity in 
the church. 

B. As we long for fellowship, we ask, "On 
what grounds can we have Christian fellow
ship? 

1. It is not on the basis of emotion, senti
ment, or mere desire for the "universial 
brotherhood of man." 

2. The basis for Christian fellowship is on 
the doctrine of Christ 

II. Discussion 
A. Three requirements of christian fellowship. 

1. We fellowship all who are Christians. 
a. Christian fellowship is fellowship of 

Christians. It is spiritual kinship estab
lished in Christ (Gal. 3:26-29). 

b. All Christians are members of the body 
(1 Cor. 12:27). Therefore, no Chris
tian fellowship exists outside the body. 

c. Who is a Christian, and how does one 
become a Christian? 
(1) A certain process is required in the 

New Testament Uohn 14:6; John 
3:5; Acts 2:38). 

(2) We establish fellowship with those 
who have obeyed the gospel of 
Christ. 

d. An example: The Corinthians obeyed 
the gospel, were added to the church, 
and came into fellowship with Christ 
and the brethren (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 
1:2; 1 Cor. 1:9). 

e. Every person is my brother in Christ 
who does or obeys God's will (Matt. 
12:46-50). 

2. We fellowship all who continue to be 
Christians. 
a. We are not to fellowship or be partners 

with sin (Eph. 5:11; 2 Cor. 6:14). 
b. We cannot fellowship those who are in 

religious error (2 Cor. 6:15-17; Rom. 
16: 17). 

c. An example: John taught that false 
teachers did not have fellowship with 
God and true believers (1 John 1:1-3). 

3. We fellowship all who walk in the light (1 
John 1:6-7). 
a. To walk in darkness is to walk in sin 

and error. 
b. Fellowship with each other depends 

on walking in the light. If we are in fel
lowship with God, we have fellowship 
with each other. 

c. We can have fellowship with all those 
who walk in the gospel light. We can 
have fellowship with all who subscribe 
to God's teaching. God's plan for 
unity and fellowship is set forth in 
Ephesians 4:4-6. 

B. Christian fellowship is based on doctrine. 
1. Fellowship is based on "as we are one"; it is 

not fellowship at any price Qohn 17:20-23 ). 
2. To question that we can have fellowship 

based on the Bible is to deny that we can 
understand and obey it Uohn 7:17). 

3. If we walk together, we must be agreed 
(Amos 3:3; 1 Cor. 1:10). 

C. Christian fellowship is not based on emo
tion, sentiment, or a wish. 
1. We should love all men and treat men 

with respect. This does not mean that we 
extend Christian fellowship to all men. 
We must not be haughty, arrogant, exclu
sive, nor be pontifical. 

2. Since the Bible sets forth the three re
quirements of fellowship, the following 
cannot be the proper grounds: 
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a. "I think we can fellowship all who be
lieve (only) in Christ." But who is a 
Christian? 

b. "I don't see why we can't fellowship 
the pious unimmersed." What is bap
tism, and who is a Christian? 

c. "I think we can fellowship all who are 
immersed though the purpose is not 
for the remission of sins." God re
quires a certain process (Acts 2:38). 

d. "I feel that we can fellowship all who 
are immersed for the remission of sins; 
after all, he is my brother, and I can't 
judge him. But Paul says that false 
teachers are to be marked (Rom. 16-
17). 

3. Full fellowship is being advocated. If we 
are to extend full fellowship, then why not 
join an ecumenical movement and merge 
into one of the major denominations. 

4. Limited fellowship is advocated, and 
some are calling for a "wider fellowship." 
a. Some are calling for youth inter

changes, union services, etc. 
b. We start with the question of who is a 

Christian. We can fellowship all who 
are saved and who continue as Chris
tians. 

III. Conclusion 
A We long for unity (Ps. 133). However, it 

must be fellowship based on the doctrine of 
Christ. 

B. We, like partners in business (Luke 5: 1 0), 
can have a partnership with God and the 
brethren. We have fellowship with him 
when we have union with him through obe
dience to the will of God Uohn 15:1-8). 

3 72 Mills St. 
Henderson, 'IN 38340 
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The Jesus Trial 
By Joseph Farah - WorldNetDaily.com 

If it wasn't so sad, you'd have to laugh at the Ital
ian trial in which a Catholic priest is· being 
sued by an atheist for deceiving people into 

thinking Jesus was an actual historical figure. 
Of course, there is far more reason to believe 

Jesus actually walked the face of the Earth than there 
is to believe Socrates did. We not only have the bibli
cal accounts of His life, but, for those who require 
them, extra-biblical ones from Roman historians 
Tacitus and Josephus. 

But that really misses the point. 
Simon Greenleaf, one of the principal founders 

of the Harvard Law School, was a skeptic like the 
Italian atheist. He set out from a scholarly and legal 
perspective to make a much narrower point - dis
prove Jesus was the Son of God and that He rose 
from the dead through a careful investigation of the 
Gospel witnesses. 

But he came to the conclusion that the witnesses 
were reliable, and that the Resurrection actually hap
pened. 
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"The great truths which the apostles declared, 
were that Christ had risen from the dead, and that 
only through repentance from sin, and faith in him, 
could men hope for salvation," wrote Greenleaf. 

This doctrine they asserted with one voice, ev
erywhere, not only under the greatest discourage
ments, but in the face of the most appalling terrors 
that can be presented to the mind of man. Their mas
ter had recently perished as a malefactor, by the sen
tence of a public tribunal. His religion sought to 
overthrow the religions of the whole world. 

The laws of every country were against the 
teaching of his disciples. The interests and passions 
of all the rulers and great men in the world were 
against them. The fashion of the world was against 
them. Propagating this new faith, even in the most 
inoffensive and peaceful manner, they could expect 
nothing but contempt, opposition, revilings, bitter 
persecutions, stripes imprisonments, torments and 
cruel deaths. 

Yet this faith they zealously did propagate; and 



all these miseries they endured undismayed, nay, re
joicing. As one after another was put to a miserable 
death, the survivors only prosecuted their work with 
increased vigor and resolution. The annals of mili
tary warfare afford scarcely an example of the like 
heroic constancy, patience and unflinching courage. 

They had every possible motive to review care
fully the grounds of their faith, and the evidences of 
the great facts and truths which they asserted; and 
these motives were pressed upon their attention with 
the most melancholy and terrific frequency. It was 
therefore impossible that they could have persisted 
in affirming the truths they have narrated, had not 
Jesus actually rose from the dead, and had they not 
known this fact as certainly as they knew any other 
fact. 

If it were morally possible for them to have been 
deceived in this matter, every human motive oper
ated to lead them to discover and avow their error. 
To have persisted in so gross a falsehood, after it was 
known to them, was not only to encounter, for life, 
all the evils which man could inflict, from without, 
but to endure also the pangs of inward and conscious 
guilt; with no hope of future peace, no testimony of 
a good conscience, no expectation of honor or es
teem among men, no hope of happiness in this life, 
or in the world to come. 

Greenleaf explained that the apostles had abso
lutely no motive for fabrication - and every human 
motive to recant their stories. But they did not. 

"It would also have been irreconcilable with the 
fact that they were good men," Greenleaf continued. 

But it is impossible to read their writings, and 
not feel that we are conversing with men eminently 
holy, and of tender consciences, with men acting un
der an abiding sense of the presence and omniscience 
of God, and of their accountability to him, living in 
his fear, and walking in his ways. Now, though, in a 
single instance, a good man may fall, when under 
strong temptations, yet he is not found persisting, for 
years, in deliberated falsehood, asserted with the 
most solemn appeals to God, without the slightest 
temptation or motive, and against all the opposing 
interests which reign in the human breast. 

If, on the contrary, they are supposed to have 
been bad men, it is incredible that such men should 
have chosen this form of imposture; enjoining, as it 
does, unfeigned repentance, the utter forsaking and 
abhorrence of all falsehood and of every other sin, 
the practice of daily self-denial, self-abasement and 
self-sacrifice, the crucifixion of the flesh with all its 

earthly appetites and desires, indifference to the 
honors, and hearty contempt of the vanities of the 
world; and inculcating perfect purity of heart and 
life, and intercourse of the soul with heaven. It is in
credible, that bad men should invent falsehoods, to 
promote the religion of the God of truth. The suppo
sition is suicidal. 

If they did believe in a future state of retribution, 
a heaven and a hell hereafter, they took the most cer
tain course, if false witnesses, to -secure the latter for 
their portion. And if, still being bad men, they did 
not believe in future punishment, how came they to 
invent [that] which was to destroy all their prospects 
of worldly honor and happiness, and to ensure their 
misery in this life? From these absurdities there is no 
escape, but in the perfect conviction and admission 
that they were good men, testifying to that which 
they had carefully observed and considered, and well 
knew to be true. 

Greenleaf concluded: "Either the men of Galilee 
were men of superlative wisdom, and extensive 
knowledge and experience, and of deeper skill in the 
arts of deception, than any and all others, before or 
after them, or they have truly stated the astonishing 
things which they saw and heard." 

I agree. 
Yet it seems the more learned we supposedly be

come, the more difficult it is for some to see the 
Truth. 

What do you think? Were the apostles ordinary 
men who witnessed the extraordinary? Or were they 
extraordinary men who gave their own lives for the 
strange purpose of deceiving others? FF 
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Potpourri •.• 

Earl Davis reliably sends snippets from the Chi 
cago Tribune, for which we continue to be 
grateful. Some months this space gets over

crowded and the news Earl sends is pushed forward 
to future issues of the paper. We will begin this 
month's potpourri with blurbs from the Earl Davis' 
pouch. 

• In an article titled, Students Bridge Science, 
Faith at Christian Colleges, Lisa Anderson interviews 
several students from various colleges (including 
Baylor University, Bob jones University, Patrick 
Henry University, and Biola University) in an at
tempt to "bridge the gap between science and faith." 
The gist of the piece is that the gap is bridged when 
the Christian surrenders belief in an Almighty Cre
ator who made heaven and earth in six 24-hour days. 
The article also promotes the notion that science 
consists in blindly accepting the provable claim that 
species developed by evolution - not creation (Dec. 
18, 2005). 

• In an article titled, What's So Scary About Intel
ligent Design, Dennis Byrne insists there is no incom
patibility between true science and true religion 
(Dec. 19, 2005). 

• Thomas Wagner, Prehistoric Tools Reset Theory 
on Humans North of the Alps, quotes various "schol
ars" who estimate the first human activity on earth 
was 800,000 or 300,000 years ago. That gives a 
500,000 year margin of error. Pretty scientific, eh? 
(Dec. 15, 2005). 

• Over five years, the business manager of a Ro
man Catholic parish in Buffalo Grove stole more 
than $600,000 in collections and other church funds 
to feed a gambling habit that cost at least $1.8 mil
lion. Donato "Dan" Suffoletto, 68, used the money 
to feed slot machines at the Grand Victoria Casino in 
Elgin, authorities said (Dec. 15, 2005). 

• Kathleen Parker in an article, How Hillary Can 
Win, opined that the only way H. Clinton can be
come commander-in-chief of the United States army 
is by coming out foursquare against abortion. That's 
right, against abortion (Dec. 14, 2005). 

•The Vatican's recent instruction on barring ho
mosexuals from the seminary may be the worst 
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document issued by the church since it declared in 
1866 (three years after the Emancipation Proclama
tion) that "slavery itself ... is not at all contrary to 
the divine and natural law." For centuries homo
sexual priests, bishops, and cardinals have served the 
church and all its people with dedication and dignity. 
They were men who had come to terms with their 
"deep-seated homosexual tendencies" ... and lived 
chaste and celibate lives. They did what other men 
who also felt called to serve in the priesthood did: 
They came to terms with their deep-seated hetero
sexual tendencies and lived chaste and celibate lives 
(Robert McClory, Dec. 11, 2005). 

• Stephanie Simon, New Faith's Creed, says 
Universism is a new religion that believes in nothing 
- nothing at all. "Our firm belief is that we're un
certain about everything." Yeah, well, okay, I guess 
. . . by the way this comes to us from Los Angeles 
(Nov. 18, 2005). 

CHOSEN 
ALIENS 
by Robert -1. Ball 

In this 13-chapter study, Old 
Testament history is touched on, 
but concentration is on God's chose 
people today as identified In the 
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• Apple Computer took 20 days to reach 1 mil
lion downloads of video files from its online store; 
the web site SuicideGirls, offering free videos of un
clothed models, hit the mark in a week (Porn Be
comes a Big Draw on Little Gadgets, Nov. 19, 2005). 

• If you want to hit the dividing line between 
what is morally accepted and what is morally contro
versial in modern America, you can often find it at 
Wal-Mart. The retailing giant declines to stock un
rated movies, COs that carry parential advisory 
warnings, and raunchy magazines such as Maxim 
and FHM. It does carry birth control pills - but not 
morning-after pills (Steve Chapman, For Those Who 
Believe in the Sanctity of Life, Nov. 17, 2005). 

Thanks again, Earl, and keep 'em coming ... 

liard fo Swallow 
$WASHINGTON - Not only is the abortion 

pill RU-486 killing babies, Maryland Rep. Roscoe 
Bartlett said Wednesday, it's now known to kill their 
mothers and should be banned immediately. 

Bartlett held a news conference Wednesday to 
boost passage of his legislation, commonly known as 
"Holly's Law," which calls for the Food and Drug 
Administration's suspension of RU-486. 

"I don't want it on the market," the pro-life Re
publican said. "We need to be responsible. We need 
to move on this. This is a very modest bill." 

The bill has 79 other co-sponsors .... 
"Too many girls have been lured into the mas

querade that this is a quick-and-easy fix," she said. 
"Let's give it a vote." 

Named after Holly Patterson, an 18-year-old 
California woman who died in 2003 after taking the 
drug, the bill is before the House Committee on En
ergy and Commerce. No hearings have been sched
uled. 

Angry People 
OA new study suggests that there's truth in the 

saying, "anger is one letter short of danger," espe
cially for men. 

Angry people are more likely to sustain injuries 
serious enough to require emergency medical care, 
and the risk is higher for men than women, says lead 
author Daniel Vinson of the University of Missouri. 

"Workplace injuries are more likely when one is 
angry," Vinson says. Remarkably, he adds, anger was 
not linked to traffic or fall injuries. 

Multiple studies bolster the notion that anger 
poses a health risk by showing it also can trigger 
coronary heart disease and heart attacks. "It seems to 

be a much bigger problem among younger patients, 
especially males," says Carl La vie, director of pre
ventive cardiology at the Ochsner Clinic Foundation 
in New Orleans. 

The link between anger and injuries has been 
more tenuous, with earlier studies yielding conflict
ing results. One study that followed 100 drivers for 
two weeks linked episodes of anger with "near acci
dents," but not injuries. Two other studies found that 
angry people were more likely to have car crashes or 
sustain football injuries. But studies of injured rugby 
players and people with hand injuries did not find a 
link to anger. 

Anger more than quadrupled a person's odds of 
being injured, while being hostile increased those 
odds sixfold. For men, Vinson says, the link was par
ticularly clear (Steve Sternberg, USA Today, Feb. 6, 
2006). 

Cowboys Are My Weakness 
~SOMEBODY had to write this, and it might as 

well be me. I haven't seen "Brokeback Mountain," 
nor do I have any intention of seeing it. In fact, cow
boys would have to lasso me, drag me into the the
ater and tie me to the seat, and even then I would 
make every effort to close my eyes and cover my 
ears. 

And I love gay people. Hey, I've got gay acquain
tances. Good acquaintances, who know they can call 
me anytime if they had my phone number. I'm for 
gay marriage, gay divorce, gay this and gay that. I 
just don't want to watch two straight men, alone on 
the prairie, fall in love and kiss and hug and hold 
hands and whatnot. That's all (Larry David, New 
York Times, Jan. 1, 2006). 
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'Dodo' film on Evolution 
«~OVERLAND PARK, Kansas (Reuters) - The 

dodos came home to roost on Thursday in Kansas 
with the unveiling of a documentary film exploring 
the ongoing U.S. debate over how evolution should 
be taught to school children. 

A sold-out crowd of about 300 attended the 
screening in Overland Park, Kansas, of "Flock of Do
dos: The Evolution-Intelligent Design Circus." 

Mixing dancing dodos with discussions of em
bryonic research, politics and religion, the film ex
amines the strengths and weaknesses both of the 
mainstream science community, which sees evolution 
as a key scientific principle, and proponents of "in
telligent design," who believe the complexity of life 
forms is due in part to a creative entity. 

"It is trying to take a serious look at this issue, 
why it's come up and why it is so polarizing," said 
California filmmaker Randy Olson, who was born 
and raised in Kansas before obtaining a degree in 
evolutionary ecology at Harvard. 

The film is named after the long-extinct dodo 
bird in part because it is emblematic of a scientific 
community that has found itself outmaneuvered in 
the debate over evolution. 

"There are two meanings to the word dodo," 
said Olson. "The first one is a stupid person. The 
other is a species that was driven to extinction" 
(Carey Gillam, Reuters, Feb. 3, 2006). 

Army Moves Soldiers During Gay Porn Probe 
t9lRALEIGH, N.C. -A group of paratroopers 

from the elite 82"d Airborne Division have been 
moved from their regular barracks while military of
ficials investigate allegations that they appeared on a 
gay pornography Web site, a spokeswoman said 
Tuesday. 

The investigation is still at an early stage, divi
sion spokeswoman Maj. Amy Hannah said in a state
ment. The move was prompted by concerns for the 
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soldiers' privacy and rights, not for fears about their 
safety, she said. 

The 82"d Airborne acknowledged the investiga
tion last week but declined to say how many soldiers 
might have appeared on the military-themed porn 
site. A defense official speaking on condition of ano
nymity said last week that as many as seven soldiers 
were involved. 

The military's "don't ask, don't tell" policy states 
"homosexual orientation alone is not a bar to ser
vice, but homosexual conduct is incompatible with 
military service." Soldiers who violate the policy are 
removed from the service (AP). 

The New World Disorder 
@The European Parliament's recently passed 

resolution "Homophobia in Europe" has raised 
alarms among European pro-family groups, Chris
tians and others who worry the measure is a move to 
cut off public debate over same-sex unions and force 
universal acceptance of the homosexual lifestyle. 

The controversial resolution urging member 
states to ban "homophobia" states that "homophobia 
can be defined as an irrational fear of and aversion to 
homosexuality and of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people based on prejudice, simi
lar to racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and sex
ism." 

Conflict between the newer Eastern European 
member states of the European Union is increasing. 
Poland, Latvia and Estonia have refused to permit 
homosexual unions. Italy also voted against homo
sexual unions, while Britain, Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany and Spain have legalized them. 

American Family Association Center for law & 
Policy agrees that the European resolution should 
stir American family advocates into immediate action 
"before it is too late." The organization's chief coun
sel, Steve Crampton, believes that the European 
resolution can have an impact on American Courts. 

Adolphe noted that a defense against the term 
"homophobia" reaching binding power in treaties and 
thus legal force for nations such as the United States is 
to employ the "persistent objector principle." 

The European resolution also attempts to locate 
homosexuality in the category of racism by calling 
on member states to "fully recognize homosexuals as 
targets and victims of the Nazi regime." Litwinschuh 
was also instrumental in pressing the city of Berlin to 
build a memorial for homosexuals persecuted by the 
Nazis. 



Angelika Niebler, a member of a conservative 
German group of MEPs voted against the resolution, 
saying, "I think that this is a case of Europe getting 
involved in things that are none of Europe's business." 

Euro-Fam's newsletter states: "The EU must not 
interfere with the EU Member States in matters 
which concern the right to private life and family 
rights, freedom of thought, of conscience and the re
ligious freedom: it has no competence in these fields. 
The EU Member States must be able to preserve their 
national family laws." 

Homosexuality a Sin 
OThe Anglican church must declare homosexu

ality a sin, Archbishop of Sydney George Jensen says. 
Dr. Jensen said accepting homosexual practice 

"would be to call holy what God calls sin to be re
pented of," and the church was on a "slippery slope" 
were it to weaken on the definitions of sin. 

His comments, drawn from the Anglican Main
stream website, call for wider debate on the issue 
within the church. 

"Human sexuality is so constitutive of who we 
are and so central to culture that we are dealing with 
a major issue," Dr. Jensen said. 

"Our culture is obsessed by sex so we should not 
be embarrassed with engaging with this issue. If we 
did not engage we would be divorced from our cul
ture." 

"Scripture declares this to be a matter of life and 
death," he said. 

Dr. Jensen said liberal theology was endangering 
the gospel enterprise of the church. 

"If we do not stand here, we will not be able to 
stand anywhere," he said. 

He has also joined criticisms of England's laws 
recognizing civil unions as unbiblical, and inconsis
tent with traditional teaching on marriage (Herald 
Sun, Feb. 3, 2006). 

lnferaef 
(CBS4) MIDDLETOWN, CT - Police in 

Middletown, Conn., are investigating at least five 
sexual assaults that may be linked to the popular web 
site, Myspace.com. Middletown Police Chief Bill 
McKenna said none of the incidents appeared to 
have been violent. He said the girls, ages 12 to 16, 
say they were fondled or had consensual sex with 
men who turned out to be older than they claimed. 

It is a predator's dream come true, this Web 
site," said McKenna. "Because not only can you see 
them, but you can see their friends. You can find out 

where they go to middle school and high school." 
Users of the social networking site create profiles 

that can include photos, personal information and 
even cell phone numbers. 

In one case, McKenna said, a man traveled more 
than 1,000 miles to meet a Connecticut girl whose 
profile was posted on the site. 

He said it is difficult to determine the exact num
ber of victims because some girls have been reluctant 
to disclose that they met their assailants online. 

McKenna said Middletown police are warning 
parents to monitor their children's use of MySpace 
and similar sites. The Middletown Board of Educa
tion is so concerned that it is setting up a forum on 
the issue. 

•iaser: Crimes I Coasequeaces (loolr) 
OKinsey: Crimes & Consequences by Judith A. 

Reisman, Ph.D., describes the allegedly scientific re
search of Alfred Kinsey and colleagues, which largely 
shaped modern Western society's beliefs and under
standing of the nature of human sexuality. 

Today, half a century later, Kinsey's unchallenged 
conclusions are taught at every level of education -
from elementary school to college - and quoted in 
textbooks as undisputed truth. 

Incredibly, Kinsey's research involved illegal 
sexual experimentation on several hundred young 
children. And his survey was based on a non-repre
sentative group of Americans - including hundreds 
of sex offenders, prostitutes, prison inmates and exhi
bitionists. Yet Kinsey's grotesquely fraudulent re
search has served as the very foundation of modern 
"sex science," and his claim that one in 10 people are 
homosexual is central to the gay - rights movement. 
And now comes the greatest hypocrisy of all - the 
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pretense of providing safe-sex instructions to children 
while in reality advancing Kinsey's agenda, including 
indulgence in high-risk lifestyles and behaviors.· 

This book reveals: 
• How the most famous sex research project in 

history was fraudulent., 
• How official sex education doctrine in the 

United States is based on that research. 
• How Kinsey's data came from pedophiles and 

sex offenders stimulating children (as young as 2 
months) orally and manually for up to 24 hours at a 
time This rivals the Nazi experiments described at 
Nuremberg. 

Stole Marijuana 
60REM- Excuse me, sir. Is this your weed? 
A smart criminal would answer, "No." 
Then again, a smart criminal wouldn't have called 

police to report that his marijuana had been stolen. 
"Even the dumb criminals are generally smarter 

than this," said Orem Police Lt. Doug Edwards. 
Police received a call Monday night from an 18-

year-old Orem man reporting that his home had been 
broken into and that the quarter-pound of marijuana 
he had been trying to sell was missing. 

The burglar had broken a window and apparently 
cut himself while crawling into the home, Edwards 
said. The trail of blood indicated that the thief's ef
forts were concentrated on the 18-year-old's bed
room, where the drugs had been kept. 

The Orem man told police that earlier Monday a 
23-year-old Provo man had called him about pur
chasing the marijuana. The deal didn't take place, 
however, because the 18-year-old was on his way to 
work, police said. 

"(He) thought that (the Provo man) might be a 
good suspect in the case," Edwards said. 

Officers agreed and tracked the Provo man to his 
mother's home, where they also found 6 ounces of 
marijuana and a pair of blood-soaked pants. 
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The man, who had a large cut on his arm, was 
arrested and booked in the Utah County Jail on 
Monday night for investigation of burglary, theft and 
possession of marijuana in a drug-free zone with the 
intent to distribute. 

With the stolen property recovered, officers 
called the 18-year-old and requested that he come to 
the Orem Public Safety Building to identify the bag 
of marijuana. 

"He actually came and identified it as his," 
Edwards said. 

The 18-year-old was taken into custody and 
booked in the Utah County Jail just after midnight 
for possession of ma~ijuana in a drug-free zone with 
intent to distribute. 

"I have no clue as to why (the 18-year-old) 
would report this crime to the police," Edwards said, 
"but thank goodness that he did" (Deseret Morning 
News). 

Retaliate 
$Tens of thousands of Sudanese demonstrators 

in Khartoum filled a downtown square, calling for a 
boycott of goods from Denmark after the publica
tion of controversial cartoons of the prophet 
Muhammad. 

Some shouted: "You Danish Satan, the Muslim 
people are now out after you!" Some shouted for al 
Qaida leader Osama bin Laden to retaliate for the in
sult to their prophet. 

"Strike, strike, strike, bin Laden!" the frenzied 
group chanted. 

Demonstrators wrapped a copy of a Danish flag 
around a donkey- regarded as a symbol of stupid
ity - and hoisted it as the crowd jeered. 

Witnesses said nearly 50,000 people took part, 
but it was impossible to independently estimate the 
number (The Press Association, Feb. 3, 2006). 

Don't Work Witb Men 
$Muslim women should not work with men or 

go shopping in areas where they could mix with 
strangers of the opposite sex, according to an edict 
issued by the influential All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board, which claims to represent the nation's 
140 million Muslims. 

Maulana Syed Nizamuddin, the board's general 
secretary, said the decision to ask Muslim women not 
to work in call centers and avoid any kind of job 
which involves interacting with men was part of a 
package of "social reforms we advocate." 

He said that women were also dressing in 



western clothes, especially in the country's new 
shopping malls, and these often were "too reveal
ing". "Men will gaze on them if they visit the market. 
It is extremely essential to cover their entire body. 
Better such errands are left to the men in the family," 
said Mr. Nizamuddin (The Guyardian, Feb. 3, 2006). 

Partial-Birth 

OWith three federal appellate courts now ruling 
the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2004 unconsti
tutional, the issue likely will be decided by the newly 
configured Supreme Court, with two conservative 
justices recently appointed by President Bush. 

This week (1-31-060, Samuel Alito was sworn in 
to replace retiring Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, 
whose votes often supported abortion rights. 

On Tuesday, the 9th Circuit Court in San Fran
cisco and the 2nd Circuit Court in Manhattan both 
ruled against the law signed by President Bush, say
ing it lacks an exception for when a woman's health 
is in danger. 

Writing in dissent of the 2nd Circuit ruling, Judge 
Chester J. Straub asserted Congress' determination 
that the procedure was never medically necessary to 
protect a women's health was well founded. 

'~lowing a physician to destroy a child as long 
as one toe remains within the mother would place 
society on the path towards condoning infanticide," 
he said. 

"I find the current expansion of the right to ter
minate a pregnancy to cover a child in the process of 
being born morally, ethically and legally unaccept
able," Straub contended. 

Attorneys for Planned Parenthood, which 
brought the lawsuit decided by the 9th Circuit, ap
plauded the ruling. 

"Even though the supporters of this law pur
ported to be banning one particular abortion proce
dure, the law as the court found would in fact chill 
doctors from performing virtually any second tri
mester abortion," said Eve Gartner, senior staff at
torney. 

"This court apparently would have us believe 
that there is a constitutional right to crush the skull 
of a baby that is halfway out of the mother's body," 
said Gary McCaleb, senior counsel for the Alliance 
Defense Fund. ''Americans overwhelmingly reject 
this barbaric procedure, and it is their will, not the 
will of the courts, that will win in the end." 

The Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003 says: 
''A partial-birth abortion is never necessary to pre-

serve the health of a woman, poses serious risks to a 
woman's health, and lies outside the standard of 
medical care. There is no credible medical evidence 
that partial-birth abortions are safe or are safer than 
other abortion procedures" (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Sunny Side Up 
OThe study, published in Cognition and Emo

tion, suggests that a person's reaction to disappoint
ment or failure is determined mainly by their general 
outlook on life. Those who expect to succeed tend to 
have a sunnier stance all round, the researchers say. 
If they fall short of their goals, they are likely to look 
on the bright side and still think they have done rea
sonably well. 

These people, who see the world through rose
tinted spectacles, also tend to deny responsibility for 
their poor performance. Marshall and Brown 
showed this in a second part of the study, in which 
students were also asked whether they felt their test 
performance was a reflection of their ability. The 
'rose-tinted' group who did badly in the test tended 
to believe that it was not. 

Conversely, people who have low expectations 
tend to have a glum take on life and may be less men
tally equipped to deal with disappointment. If they 
don't make the grade, they take it to heart and tend 
to blame themselves (Marshall M.A. & Brown J.D., 
Cognition & Emotion, 2006). 

Italian Judge Dismisses 11Jesus rrial" 
OAn Italian judge dismissed an atheist's petition 

that a small-town priest should stand trial for assert
ing that Jesus Christ existed, both sides said on Fri
day. 

Luigi Cascioli, a 72-year-old retired agronomist, 
had accused the Rev. Enrico Righi of violating two 
laws with the assertion, which he called a deceptive 
fable propagated by the Roman Catholic Church. 

"The Rev. Righi is very satisfied and moved," 
Righi's attorney, Severo Bruno, said. "He is an old, 
small-town parish priest who never would have 
thought he'd be in the spotlight for something like 
this." 

Cascioli, a former schoolmate of Righi's, said he 
had not expected the case to succeed in overwhelm
ingly Roman Catholic Italy. 

"This is not surprising but it doesn't mean it all 
ends here," he said, adding that he's considering tak
ing the case to the European Court of Human 
Rights. 
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[You may or may not regard this article as having religious significance. It is thought provoking and affirms 
the tremendous power of the human mind as it operates through the brain. Hypnosis is not a toy and should not 
be indulged frivolously - or maybe not at all. Anyway, it is a sober warning for us to be careful what we expose 
to our rational self. If we concentrate only on the good, we will benefit; if we bathe our cognitive powers with 
evil, we will suffer. "For as he thinketh within himself, so is he." "In nothing be anxious; but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things."] 

Hypnosis 
By Sandra Blakeslee 

Hypnosis, with its long and checkered history 
in medicine and entertainment, is receiv
ing some new respect from neuroscien

tists. Recent brain studies of people who are suscep
tible to suggestion indicate that when they act on the 
suggestions their brains show profound changes in 
how they process information. The suggestions, re
searchers report, literally change what people see, 
hear, feel and believe to be true. 

The new experiments, which used brain imaging, 
found that people who were hypnotized "saw" col
ors where there were none. Others lost the ability to 
make simple decisions. Some people looked at com
mon English words and thought that they were gib
berish. 

"The idea that perceptions can be manipulated 
by expectations" is fundamental to the study of cog
nition, said Michael I. Posner, an emeritus professor 
of neuroscience at the University of Oregon and ex
pert on attention. "But now we're really getting at 
the mechanisms." 

Even with little understanding of how it works, 
hypnosis has been used in medicine since the 1950's 
to treat pain and, more recently, as a treatment for 
anxiety, depression, trauma, irritable bowel syn
drome and eating disorders. 

There is, however, still disagreement about what 
exactly the hypnotic state is or, indeed, whether it is 
anything more than an effort to please the hypnotist 
or a natural form of extreme concentration where 
people become oblivious to their surroundings while 
lost in thought. 
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when a German physician, Dr. Franz Mesmer, de
vised a miraculous cure for people suffering all man
ner of unexplained medical problems. Amid dim 
lights and ethereal music played on a glass har
monica, he infused them with an invisible "magnetic 
fluid" that only he was able to muster. Thus mesmer
ized, clients were cured. 

Although Dr. Mesmer was eventually discred
ited, he was the first person to show that the mind 
could be manipulated by suggestion to affect the 
body, historians say. This central finding was resur
rected by Dr. James Braid, an English ophthalmolo
gist who in 1842 coined the word hypnosis after the 
Greek word for sleep. 

Braid reportedly put people into trances by star
ing at them intently, but he did not have a clue as to 
how it worked. In this vacuum, hypnosis was 
adopted by spiritualists and stage magicians who 
used dangling gold watches to induce hypnotic states 
in volunteers from the audience, and make them 
dance, sing or pretend to be someone else, only to 
awaken at a handclap and laughter from the crowd. 
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In medical hands, hypnosis was no laughing mat
ter. In the 19th century, physicians in India success
fully used hypnosis as anesthesia, even for limb am
putations. The practice fell from favor only when 
ether was discovered. 

Now, Dr. Posner and others said, new research 
on hypnosis and suggestion is providing a new view 
into the cogs and wheels of normal brain function. 

One area that it may have illuminated is the pro
cessing of sensory data. Information from the eyes, 
ears and body is carried to primary sensory regions 
in the brain. From there, it is carried to so-called 
higher regions where interpretation occurs. 

For example, photons bouncing off a flower first 
reach the eye, where they are turned into a pattern 
that is sent to the primary visual cortex. There, the 
rough shape of the flower is recognized. The pattern 
is next sent to a higher - in terms of function - re
gion, where color is recognized, and then to a higher 
region, where the flower's identity is encoded along 
with other knowledge about the particular bloom. 

The same processing stream, from lower to higher 
regions, exists for sounds, touch and other sensory 
information. Researchers call this direction of flow 
feedforward. As raw sensory data is carried to a part of 
the brain that creates a comprehensible, conscious 
impression, the data is moving from bottom to top. 

Bundles of nerve cells dedicated to each sense 
carry sensory information. The surprise is the 
amount of traffic the other way, from top to bottom, 
called feedback. There are 1 0 times as many nerve fi
hers carrying information down as there are carrying 
it up. 

These extensive feedback circuits mean that con
sciousness, what people see, hear, feel and believe, is 
based on what neuroscientists call "top down pro
cessing." What you see is not always what you get, 
because what you see depends on a framework built 
by experience that stands ready to interpret the raw 
information - as a flower or a hammer or a face. 

The top-down structure explains a lot. If the 
construction of reality has so much top-down pro
cessing, that would make sense of the powers of pla
cebos (a sugar pill will make you feel better), 
nocebos (a witch doctor will make you ill), talk 
therapy and meditation. If the top is convinced, the 
bottom level of data will be overruled. 

This brain structure would also explain hypnosis, 
which is all about creating such formidable top
down processing that suggestions overcome reality. 

According to decades of research, 10 to 15 per-

cent of adults are highly hypnotizable, said Dr. David 
Spiegel, a psychiatrist at Stanford who studies the 
clinical uses of hypnosis. Up to age 12, however, be
fore top-down circuits mature, 80 to 85 percent of 
children are highly hypnotizable. 

One adult in five is flat out resistant to hypnosis, 
Dr. Spiegel said. The rest are in between, he said. 

In some of the most recent work, Dr. Amir Raz, 
an assistant professor of clinical neuroscience at Co
lumbia, chose to study highly hypnotizable people 
with the help of a standard psychological test that 
probes conflict in the brain. As a professional magi
cian who became a scientist to understand better the 
slippery nature of attention, Dr. Raz said that he 
"wanted to do something really impressive" that 
other neuroscientists could not ignore. 

The probe, called the Stroop test, presents words 
in block letters in the colors red, blue, green and yel
low. The subject has to press a button identifying the 
color of the letters. The difficulty is that sometimes 
the word RED is colored green. Or the word YEL
LOW is colored blue. 
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For people who are literate, reading is so deeply 
ingrained that it invariably takes them a little bit 
longer to override the automatic reading of a word 
like RED and press a button that says green. This is 
called the Stroop effect. 

Sixteen people, half highly hypnotizable and hal f 
resistant, went into Dr. Raz's lab after having been 
covertly rested for hypnotizability. The purpose of 
the study, they were told, was to investigate the ef
fects of suggestion on cognitive performance. After 
each person underwent a hypnotic induction, Dr. 
Raz said: 

"Very soon you will be playing a computer game 
inside a brain scanner. Every time you hear my voice 
over the intercom, you wi ll immediately realize that 
meaningless symbols are going to appear in the 
middle of the screen. They will feel like characters in 
a foreign language that you do not know, and you 
will nor attempt to attribu te any meaning to them. 

"This gibberish wi ll be printed in one of four ink 
colors: red, blue, green or yellow. Although you will 
only attend to color, you will see all the scrambled 
signs crisply. Your job is to quickly and accurately de
press the key that corresponds to the color shown. 
You can play this game effortlessly. As soon as the 
scanning noise stops, you will relax back to your 
regular reading self. " 

Dr. Raz then ended the hypnosis session, leaving 
each person with what is called a posthypnotic sug
gestion, an instruction to carry out an action while 
not hypnotized. 

Days later, the subjects entered the brain scanner. 
In highly hypnotizables, when Dr. Raz's instruc

tions came over the intercom, the Stroop effect was 
obliterated, he said. The subjects saw English words 
as gibberish and named colors instantly. But for those 
who were resistan t to hypnosis, the Stroop effect 
preva iled, rendering them significantly slower in 
naming the colors. 

When the brain scans of the two groups were 
compared, a distinct pattern appeared. Among the 
hypnotizables, Dr. Raz sa id, the visual area of the 
brain that usually decodes written words did not be
come active. And a region in the front of the brain 
that usually detects conflict was similarly dampened. 

Top-down processes overrode brain circuits de
voted to reading and detecting conflict, Dr. Raz said, 
although he did not know exactly how that hap
pened. Those resu lts appeared in July in The Pro
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

A number of other recent studies of brain imag-
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ing point to similar top-down brain mechanisms un
der the influence of suggestion. Highly hypnotizable 
people were able to "drain" color from a colorful ab
stract drawing or "add" color to the same drawing 
rendered in gray tones. In each case, the pans of 
their brains involved in color perception were differ
ently activated. 

Brain scans show that the control mechanisms 
for deciding what to do in the face of conflict be
come uncoupled when people are hypnotized. Top
down processes override sensory, or bottom-up in
formation, said Dr. Stephen M. Kosslyn, a neurosci
entist at Harvard. People think that sights, sounds 
and touch from the outside world constitute reality. 
But the brain constructs what it perceives based on 
past experience, Dr. Kosslyn said. 

Most of the time bottom-up information 
matches top-down expectation, Dr. Spiegel said. But 
hypnosis is interesting because it creates a mismatch. 
"We imagine something different, so it is different," 
he said (New York Times, Nov. 22, 2005). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Career In Preaching 

Question: I am considering several career 
choices. Could you help me by telling me 

some advantages, and maybe disadvantages, of a ca
reer in ministry? 

Answer: An olde r preacher said to me when I was 
.t"1. young, "If you can do anything other than 
preach, don't preach." 

That is not meant to be short or harsh and it 
needs further explanation, but it is a very important 
part of the answer to your question. 

It is not sa id to discourage anyone from preach
ing because they have the talent and capability of do
ing well at something else. Those with the most abil
ity and best minds need to use them in service to the 
Lord and his church. It is to say that preaching and 
ministry are more than just a career. 

One preacher wrote, "For if I preach the gospel, 
that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is 
laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gos
pel" (1 Cor. 9:16). 

Another wrote: 

If I say, ' I wi ll nor menrion him, 
or speak any more in his name,' 
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire 
shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with ho lding it in, 
and I cannot Uer. 20:9}. 

You should decide to be a preacher on ly if you 
are so constra ined by the love of Christ, so burdened 
with the love of the lost, and so convicted o f your 
own need to be a spokesman for Him that you can 
not be comfortable or guilt-free doing anything else. 

Not a Hireling 

A good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep, but 
a hireling flees at the first hint of danger Oohn 
10:11-13 ). Preachers should not be hirelings. 

Preachers and their families have material needs, 
and preachers are under the same obligation as any-

one else to provide for their families or be counted 
worse than an unbeliever (1 Tim. 5 :8). Congrega
tions are obligated to provide needed support for 
those who preach the gospel (1 Cor. 9:3-14). 

However, the support we receive should not be 
our motivation to preach. 

A preacher preached two Sundays a month for one 
congregation and one Sunday a month for another. 
He wanted to preach two Sundays for the second 
church, but they could only afford to pay him one 
Sunday. So the Sunday he did not preach, he attended 
where they did not have a preacher, but since they 
could not afford to pay him, he did not preach. He 

Back in print! 

Denominational 
Doctrines 
by Jerry Moffitt 

This book contains short series of brief biblical, argumen
tation artic les. It is easy to read for the new convert, or 
any Christian , but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, 
too. It can be read straight through or used as a reference 
book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Prcmillennialism Catholic ism, instmmental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah 's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, wi ll I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 

$26.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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complained because he "could not find a place to 
preach" that one Sunday a month. Actually, he just did 
not understand the difference between having a place 
to preach and having a place to pay him to preach. 

I count myself a poor example, but I preach be
cause I love to preach. I would rather preach a ser
mon than eat a good meal (and those who know me 
know I love to eat). I would rather preach a gospel 
meeting than take a vacation. It is one of the joys of 
my life that I am supported to do what I love to do 
anyway, but if no one would pay me to preach then I 
would make a living some other way and pay for the 
opportunity to preach. 

Anyone who does not feel something like that 
should not be a preacher. 

The Way Up Is Down 

There are too many signs of "professionalism" 
among preachers today. Some preachers seem mainly 
concerned with "moving up the career ladder." Their 
first order of business is to negotiate as large a pack
age of salary and benefits as they can. Their resumes 
are polished and ready, and they send them out at 

Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 

Wo:MEN 
OF 

DELIVERANCE 

By Cindy Colley 

Modern problems uncovered in ancient Egypt. Study 
the mighty midwives - also protective Miriam - and 
gain insight from the challenges of Zipporah, Cozbi, 
and others. They used varying objects - a scarlet 
thread, a sharp stone, a deadly hammer- to achieve 
the purposes of God. But it was always God who put 
the power in the plan. God's preservation thread runs 
throughout this intriguing saga of deliverance and 
finally ties each episode to the cross. 

A thought-provoking Bible-study series designed to 
motivate Christian women to read the Scriptures for 
themselves 

$8.95 plus $4.00 s&h · Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 
888 367-6216 
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the first hint there is a vacancy in a larger, better-pay
ing church. 

A preacher should look at the needs of a given 
work and consider whether he can meet those needs. 
There are problems in every church. He needs to de
cide whether the problems he sees are a challenge he 
is ready to work on or an insurmountable obstacle he 
does not wan t to tackle. 

After considering the work that is to be done and 
whether his talents and personality fit, then it is fine 
to consider whether the proposed support is suffi
cient for living. But as Jesus came to serve, not to be 
served, the preacher should think first of what he can 
do for the church before he thinks of what the 
church can do for him. 

If he will unselfishly serve the Lord and the 
Lord's people, the Lord will use his people to take 
care of the preacher's needs. 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

A classic commentary 

Paul's Letter 
to the Saints 
of Rome 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 

FF 

By Robertson L. Whiteside 

Whitesides commentary on the book of 
Romans is decidely not just another book. It is 
not a plagiaristic rehash of other books that 
have been written. The author 's years of study 
of, and inspiring essays on the apostolic mas
terpiece make this book a distinct contribu
tion to Christian literature. In some remarable 
instances the au thor has broken new ground 
which will open up a fie ld of new thoughts to 
the reader. Here is a book you will cherish. 

$23.95 
1584270691 • Hardcover • 304 pgs. 

$15.95 
1584270470 • paperback • 304 pgs. 

$3.50 s&h for each book 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Directory -Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. (Services in Engtish and Spanish.) 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. Raytown _ Raytown Church of Chris~ 6000 Blue San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of D.a.fton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (Vz mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

- South Carolina - Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., S :30 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville -Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
available p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 

minister. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
778-8955 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

- California - Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 ..... 
Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbe111826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% taX 

Order from Firm Foundation 
1888) 367-8216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edit i on) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket·sized book, 3' x 57/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Ans wet•s 
by Guy 1'\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lee· 
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLOI $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21 .49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

R ead!• Answe rs 
t.o n e ligious Era•ors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

T his c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5!/.o') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by llurlon CofTmo n 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367 ·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25 % tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
Important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as 'noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-time preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The abilit)' to provide supple mental income or 
outside suppon may be required. Contact j oe 
Travis 979-864-029 1, (joeftr:IVis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yodcr@oabs.org. For more information 
see: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for Sourh Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, rwashington5957@sbcglobal.nct. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all effortS to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities arc o rganizi ng all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing trai ning for Bible class teachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member o n 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach cffons such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing chu rch of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our ciry is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.rx.us. Ple:uc email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-time preacher with experience; married with 
famil y preferred. 7 5 -member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

The Meridian church of Chris t , in Meridian, 
Mississippi, is seeking candidates fo r a pulpit 
ministcr.Congregation consists of approximately 
100 members, with two Elders and three Deacons. 
Pay and benefits negotiable. Please email inquiries 
to Twayne Mobley at htmobley@comcast.net. 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pennsylvania, is looking fo r a 
full-time gospel preacher to work with us. We can 
supply financial support of $500.00/weck. If further 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This might be ideal for someone nearing 
retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 

supplement his retirement income and still sray 
active in the Lord's Kingdo m. You wi ll find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We arc committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same@ 5 I 63 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail spccdbull1 @aol.com 

Preaching opportuni ty: A Central Cali forn ia 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a fu ll
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oi ldalc 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a fu ll-time 
pu lpit minister. A fami ly man is preferred. 
Co ngregation of approx. 175 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bcdroom house provided. 
Send resume (last I 0 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Chrisr, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 9 1786 

The Thomaston Road Church of Christ in Macon, 
GA is currently seeking and accepting resumes for 
a full-time Youth Minister. The preferred individual 
should have ex perience in youth ministry and 
possess good communication and organizational 
skills. The candidate must be willing ro work with 
our elders, youth committee, parents, and other 
adults in the congregation in the continuing 
development of a sound program that will promote 
the spiritual growth of our youth. Our congregation 
has an average attendance of about 300 members 
with about 35 youth in grades 7th - 12th and 
another 30 in Kindergarten - 6th. The church 
supports Middle Georgia Christian School, located 
in our building, with an enrollment o f 120 students 
in grades K3 - 8th. We have four elders, one full
time pulpit minister and eleven deacons. We are 
active in many mission fields. We are located on a 
53 acre site with an existing youth camp, just off 
Highway 74, one mile west of 1-475 on Thomaston 
Ro:~d. Interested candidates should send their 
resume to: The Thomaston Road Church of Christ, 
5859 Thomaston Road, Macon, GA 31220-5326. 
Attention: Youth Minister Search Committee 

Preachers Available 
"Tent maker" preacher available for appointments 
within driving distance of Memphis, Tenn. Twenry
five years experience. Graduate of Memphis School 
of Preaching. Possibly interested in full-time work. 
Contact Mac B:~llard, 138 Hen ry St., Marion, AR 
72364. (870) 739-3718; (870) 225-1951 

For Sale 
Restorat ion Reprints , o ther books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Used pews, 33 @ 1 0', 6 @ 8', padded scats, white 
ends. will seat 200 people. Good cond ition. 
$3,780.00. Tim McCracken @ (423) 476-7108. 

Miscellaneous 
Christia n College Teacher; m:ln with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Rel igious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-334 1 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
T X 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 40 I 7 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separa tely, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to lor understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $21 .95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

-victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappoint men I, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strenglh, 
direction from the life of job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h. 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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. Tmth for Today Commentmy cbi06 · 
A complete exegesis and application of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by faithful scholars of the churches of Christ 

Scholars within the churches of Christ are producing a complete book-by-book commentary on the entire Bible. 
Each volume in this historic work provides remarks on every verse of the text covered, and each chapter ends with 
an application section which offers suggestions for developing sermons and Bible classes. Biblical text is New 
American Standard Bible (Updated Edition). (1D-year project- 40-45 volumes) 

The authors ·are taking advantage of both ancient and contemporary historical and archaeological findings to give 
insight into the Scriptures and provide practical applications. Eddie Cloer, general editor, has taught at Harding 
University since 1976. Joining Cloer in editorial roles are Don Shackelford, Professor Emeritus of Bible at Harding 
University, where he also served as Director of International Studies and Duane Warden, New Testament editor, is 
Professor of Bible and Associate Dean of the College of Bible and Religion at Harding University. 

The Scholars 
David Anguish 
Rodney Ashlock 
Mike Case 
Carl Cheatham 
Eddie Cloer 
Sellers Crain 
Earl Edwards 

Ancll Jenkins 
Dayton Keesee 
Jay Lockhart 
Cecil May Jr. 
Jack McKinney 
Bruce Mclarty 
Edward Myers 

Owen Olbricht 
Martel Pace 
Ray Paseur 
Dennis Petrillo 
Paul Pollard 
Eugene Priest 
Neale Pryor 

David Rechtin 
Coy Roper 
David Roper 
Don Shackelford 
Don Vinzant 
Duane Warden 

~:~ • C~losslansiPhllemon by Owen Olbright, Bruce Mclarty •••••••......... $29.95 
~-<il• Isaiah by Don Sh~ckelford, Th.D., 658 pgs . ...................................... $29.95 

• Acts 1-14 by Davad Roper, 558 pgs •.................................................. $29.95 
• Acts 15-28 by David Roper, 560 pgs . ....•..•.....•........•.................•....... $29.95 
• Ezekiel by Denny Petrillo, Ph.D., 711 pgs • ........................................ $29.95 
• Revelation 1-11 by David Roper, 550 pgs . •.............•........................ $29.95 
• Revelation 12-22 by David Roper, 488 pgs • .......•.............•............... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 1 by David Roper, 602 pgs . ......................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 2 by David Roper, 683 pgs . ......................... $29.95 
• Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer, 708 pgs. .•.•.••.•••••.......... ........•.•••... ... .... $29.95 
• Study Guide for Psalms 1-50 by Eddl~ Cloer .................................... $3.50 

Assists the Bible class in having an in-depth study of the Book 
of Psalms and prepares students for rich discussions of the biblical texts. 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O.Box69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
Aprll2006 

Address service requested. 

$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • {888) 367-6216 

• ................................................ 1111 ....... 11 
f t I t I t I t t t t t I I I t IAUTO**S(Jf 3-0IGIT m 
5711 (J)Mp 

JOHN C PROPHET 
1831GRWER OAISRD 
DAMOIIU11t'3D 94511: 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Dallas, TX 

Pennit No.1863 



Flft 
FOUNDATIOM 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his." 2 Timothy 2:19 2006 

I/ Vol. 121 Houston, Texas • May 2006 No. s/l 

(David B. Burks, President of Harding University, Searcy, Ark., granted us permission to re-print this article. 
It first appeared in the Harding University Bulletin. It is refreshing for the CEO of one of the major universities 
operated by our brethren to elucidate some basic Bible teaching. We congratulate brother Burks and commend 
his forthright presentation of some fundamentals of the faith to other teachers and officers in schools operated 
by members of the church. Thank you, brother Burk. You have done the church a service.) 

Re-examining Our Core Beliefs 
By David B. Burks 

Aout five years ago, I wrote an article in this 
magazine summarizing my goals for the com
ing year. At that time, I shared my conviction 

that the most enduring aspects about the University 
will not be our buildings or our endowment. Rather, 
they will be the spiri tual truths we hold and the spiri
tual legacy we leave behind. 

An alumnus who recently returned after a 30-
year absence noted that there remain two recogniz
able features on campus: The Harding College arch
way and the spirit and philosophy of faculty and stu
dents. His observation reminds us that at the founda
tion of all we do here must be our faithful obedience 
to God. In the spirit of that realization, I want to 
share with you again eight core beliefs to which I am 
committed and on which Harding University stands. 

God is sovereign. Kingdoms rise and fall, but God 
remains constant, unchanging and the ruler of all. 
As the Apostle Paul excla imed in his letter to the 
Romans, "For from him and through him and to him 
are all things. To him be the glory forever!" (11 :36). 
We can make our boldest plans and work with all our 
might to accomplish goals, but in the end, God alone 

1s m contro l. Everything we do and say is to be 
framed by the reality that God reigns. 

Jesus Christ must be at the heart of our curricu
lum. The writer of the book of Hebrews declared 
that Jesus is "the radiance of God's glory and the ex
act representation of his being," the clear and ulti
mate revelation of God ro us (1:3}. At Harding Uni
vers ity, our conviction is that Christian education is 
not simply secular education with chapel and a Bible 
class added to the experience - it is much more. We 
believe that Ch ristian education involves placing 
Jesus Christ at the heart of every discipline. As our 
students walk from the second floor of the Mclnteer 
Bible Building into the Pryor-England Center for Sci
ence and Engineering, they are greeted by the fo l
lowing words from Colossians: "In Christ are hidden 
all the treasu res of wisdom and knowledge" (2:3}. 
From psychology to physical science, from kinesiol
ogy to accounting, Jesus Christ must be at the core of 
every discipline. 

The Bible is the inspired, inerrant word of God. 
T he Lord has not left us to wander aimlessly through 
the human experience, uncertain of his will for us and 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

On Being Diplomatic 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some ap pear to think that " tactful " and 
"subtle" mean "mealy-mouthed" and "dis 
ingenuous." 

It is true that common courtesy and Chris
ti an charity require us to temper our language 
so that we are not offensive. "Walk in wisdom 
toward them that are without, redeeming the 
time. Let your speech be always with grace, sea
soned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought 
to answer each one" (Col. 4:5-6). 

A pugnacious personality is ungodly. 
Sti ll, the saint in the world must speak with boldness as he pre

sents eternal verities to the lost and dying. 
Picture in your mind's eye this scene: 
Two artless anglers are brought before the high counsel of 

their nation. The calloused hands and course clothing of the 
outdoorsmen contrast dramatically with the delicate hands and 
fine linen of the rulers. 

Common men brought before magistrates. 
The lofty High Priest of the nation, wearing his head-bonnet 

with the gold label inscribed "Holy unto Yahweh," presided over 
the assembly. 

The rulers looked down ... the accused looked up. 
The High Priest, surrounded by his kith and kin, mindful of 

his rank at the head of an august body, said: 
"By what power, or in what name, have ye done this?" (Acts 

4:7). 
This was calculated to intimidate the lowly fishermen and 

cause them to cast their eyes down in shame. 
Jesus had forewarned his disciples that they would come be

fore "councils ... governors and kings." 
They were not to be dismayed. 
The Lord promised them, "But when they deliver you up, be 

not anxious how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in 
that hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you" (Matt. 10: 19-20). 

Jesus had also said, 'What I tell you in the darkness, speak ye in 
the light; and what ye hear in the ear, proclaim upon the house
tops. And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell" (Matt. 10:27-28). 



This explains the fearlessness of Simon Bar-Jonah who opened 
his mouth that the Holy Spirit might speak the words of God in 
Peter's vocabulary and style. 

He was inspired in his words, and his statement is therefore 
magnificent and majestic: 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, Ye rul
ers of the people, and elders if we this day are examined con
cerning a good deed done to an impotent man, by what 
means this man is made whole; be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that in the name of jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even in him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
He is the stone which was set at nought of you the builders, 
which was made the head of the corner. And in none other is 
there salvation: for neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved 
(Acts 4:8-12). 

The High Priest and his cohorts were wide-eyed and open
mouthed. Luke tells us, they "perceived that they (Peter and John) 
were unlearned and ignorant men." 

The members of the Jewish Senate marveled. 
They clamped their mouths shut and glared at Peter and John. 

The man who everyone in the chamber knew had been lame since 
birth - 40 years - now stood before them whole, able to run and 
leap. They could not deny this notable miracle (v. 16). 

The Sanhedrin, trying to re-gather its dignity and splendor, 
said to these ignorant and unlearned men that they were "not to 
speak at all nor teach in the name of jesus" (v. 18). 

Undaunted, Peter and John answered: 'Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge 
ye: for we cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard" 
(Acts 4: 19-20). 

The mighty Jewish body of Priests and elders could do nothing 
at the moment "because of the people; for all men glorified God 
for that which was done" (v. 21). 

The disciples, upon leaving the assembly room, gathered with 
some of their fellow disciples and prayed, '!J\nd now, Lord, look 
upon their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants to speak thy 
word with all boldness, while thy stretchest forth thy hand to heal; 
and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of thy 
holy Servant Jesus" (Acts 4:29-30). 

Paul wanted the saved to pray for him "that utterance may be 
given unto me in opening my mouth, to make known with boldness 
the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; 
that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak" (Eph. 6:19-20). 

The burning desire of every redeemed son and daughter of 
Adam ought ·to be "that in nothing shall I be put to shame, but that 
with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified 
in my body, whether by life, or by death." In view of the wounded 
side of the Son of God and by light of his great, white, blazing 
throne, we "hold fast our boldness and the glorying of our hope 
firm unto the end." 
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"Stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labor is not vain in the Lord." 

Paul wrote, "I am not ashamed of the gospel ... it 
is the power of God unto salvation ... to every one 
that believeth." 

Shall we, two centuries later, cower in a corner 
and hide the truth? 

If the burning coal from the heavenly altar has 
been placed on our lips, how dare we hold our 
peace. 

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek have re
cently written a book called, "I Don't Have Enough 
Faith to Be an Atheist." This interesting volume be
gins with the reminder that pluralism and relativism 
are twin-sisters of postmodern parents. It uses such 
amusing logic as, '~re you absolutely certain that 
nothing is absolutely certain? Are you sure we can
not be sure? Is it relative to think truth is not rela
tive, if everything is relative?" 

4 

In this excellent book, Geisler and Turek develop 
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the idea that faith may be relative but truth is not -
and can never be. What you believe may be wrong, 
but truth is never wrong. 

Further, whatever contradicts truth is untruth. If 
2 + 2 =4 then 2 + 2 cannot, in the nature of the case, 
be anything other than 4. This is self-evident and un
deniable. Light and darkness cannot exist, in the 
same place, together. 

In the case of Jesus, if there is salvation in none 
other (Acts 4:8), then there cannot be salvation in 
Mohammad, or Mahdi, or Buddha, or Confucius, or 
AI Gore. 

All non-Christian religions are false, because sal
vation is only in Jesus. "And in none other is there sal
vation: for neither is there any other name under 
heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be 
saved (Acts 4: 12). 

If that is narrow and exclusive, it is because truth 
is narrow and exclusive. 

If baptism is burial and resurrection (dipping), it 
is not sprinkling. 

If there is one body, and the body .is the church, it 
follows that there is one church (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). 

It also inevitably follows that denominationalism 
is sinful and must not be fellowshipped (see Gal. 
5:19-21). 

If there is one body (church), then there are not 
many bodies (churches). We speak, of course, of the 
one, indivisible, universal, spiritual body of jesus. 

You may run this out as far as you want ... 
male headship, 
music in worship of God, 
Lord's Supper, 
organization of the church, 
homosexuality, 
fellowship with the unbelieving (disobedient), 
and so on. 
Truth, in its very nature, is exclusive, and not 

plural. There may be truth that includes choices, but 
truth itself is exclusive. 

For instance, if I am told to buy an automobile, I 
am limited to an automobile, but can select any make 
or model or color. I cannot be obedient and purchase 
an airplane, sailing-ship, or buggy. 

I am limited to an automobile, but the color, 
model, and style are up to me. 

We sometimes call this the law of inclusion and 
exclusion, but most people simply call it obedience 
or disobedience ... faith and unfaith ... belief and 
disbelief ... right and wrong ... good and. bad. 

Geisler and Turek tell the story of a Bible-



believing student who went home for spring break. 
The student decided to be adventurous and attend a 
church he had never attended before. As soon as the 
preacher uttered the first sentence of his sermon, the 
student knew he had made a mistake - the preacher 
contradicted the Bible. 

"The theme of my sermon this morning," the 
preacher began, "is that all religious beliefs are true!" 
The student squirmed in his seat as the preacher con
tinued to insist that every religious belief is "true!" 

At the end of the service the student wanted to 
slip out unnoticed, but the heavy-set preacher was 
waiting at. the door bear-hugging each person. 

"Son," the preacher boomed upon greeting the 
student, "where are you from?" 

"Actually, this is my home town, sir. I'm on break 
from seminary." 

"Seminary! Good. So what religious beliefs do 
you have, Son?" 

"I'd rather not say, sir." 
"Why not, Son?" 
"Because I don't want to offend you, sir." 
"Oh, Son, you can't offend me. Besides, it 

doesn't matter what your beliefs are- they're true. 
So what do you believe?" 

"Okay," the student relented. He leaned toward 
the preacher and whispered, "Sir, I believe you are 
going to hell because you are a false teacher, and 
much of what you said today is not true." 

"The preacher's face turned a bright red. "1, ah, 
guess I, ah, made a mistake. All religious beliefs can
not be true because yours certainly are not true." 

Hmmmmmm! P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Re-examining Our Core Beliefs 
(continuedfrom page 1) 

unclear about the nature of this world. Thankfully, 
God has spoken, and we now have his revelation to us 
in the form of the Bible. These 66 books, written over 
many centuries in various contexts and styles, unite to 
declare who God is and what he wills for us to be and 
do. Each December we challenge University students 
to read through the Bible in the coming year, and each 
year hundreds of students and faculty members reach 
this life-changing goal. "The grass withers and the 
flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever" 
(1 Pet. 1 :24-25). 

Christ,s church is distinctive and undenomina
tional. Much is said these days about the identity crisis 
in churches of Christ. Now, more than ever, we must 
speak boldly and clearly about our Scripture-shaped 
convictions regarding the church. We continually seek 
to be the church we read about in the New Testament. 
While no single congregation today will ever reach 
perfection -just as no congregation in the New Tes
tament did- we strive toward the ideal that the early 
church pursued. In the face of pressures to become 
simply one more denomination among the rest, we 
must continue to proclaim that "there is one body and 
one Spirit- just as you were called to one hope when 
you were called - one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all" (Eph. 4:4-6). Our commitment to the 

New Testament church compels us to teach, with a 
humble and gracious spirit, such neglected concepts as 
congregational autonomy, a cappella music in wor
ship, the Lord's Day observance of the Lord's Supper, 
and the distinctive roles of men and women in the 
Christian assembly. 

Baptism is essential. Baptism, as an essential part 
of our faith-response to Jesus, is a subject about which 
there is growing confusion today. While almost every
one among us takes "a high view of baptism," some 
teach that it is merely an outward expression of an 
inner salvation already granted. In contrast to that, we 
believe that baptism is a participation in the death, 
burial and resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:4) and is, 
consequently, the place where and the time when God 
declares our sins forgiven (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Gal. 
3:27). We do not presume to be the judge of anyone's 
salvation, but we humbly seek to "speak where the 
Bible speaks." Though our teaching about baptism has 
often set us at odds with the religious world around 
us, we must proclaim it faithfully. 

Servant-leaders will change the world. On the 
night before the crucifixion, Jesus "got up from the 
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. After that, he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, 
drying them with the towel that was wrapped 
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around him" Oohn 13:4-5). During the intense dis
cussion that followed with his disciples, Jesus said, "I 
have set you an example that you should do as I have 
done for you" Oohn 13:15). The way of the world 
will always center on looking out for number 1 and 
seeking to be served. However, the way of the king
dom of God will always be the way of the towel - a 
living imitation of the one who left the glory of 
heaven to empty himself, to serve, and to die for us 
on the cross (Phil. 2:4-11). This is why our motto 
continues to be developing Christian servants. 

The family must be nurtured and defended. In my 
childhood, I never imagined how much change I 
would live to see in American home life. Today, even 
the definition of the word family is up for grabs. No
fault divorce, cloning and gay marriage - things un
imaginable 50 years ago- have joined the host of 
forces intent on tearing down the foundation of soci
ety, the home. Properly understood, the home pro
vides care for the elderly, protection and training for 
children, respect for both men and women, sanctity 
for sex, and love for all. It is such a remarkable insti
tution that when the Apostle Paul wanted to describe 
the marvelous relationship between Christ and the 
church, he turned to the home (Eph. 5:22-33 ). If you 
look in our current catalogue on page 5, you will 
find that our mission statement includes "stressing a 
lifelong commitment to marriage and the Christian 
family." 

The Gospel is meant to be shared. One of the 
highlights of the fall semester was the World Mission 
Workshop. This brotherhood-wide.event is held on a 
Christian college campus each year, and it is our 
privilege to host it about every 10 years. Almost 
1,700 people registered for the event on our campus. 
I wish you could have been here on the final night 
when a special invitation was extended for people to 
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make a commitment to foreign or domestic missions. 
A total of 314 people made that commitment, and 
159 of them were Harding students! Jesus' call to 
"go and make disciples" (Matt. 28: 19) still compels 
us to share the Gospel. The world without Christ is 
lost, and at Harding we encourage all students, re
gardless of their major, to spend their lives sharing 
the good news of Jesus Christ. 

This list is not exhaustive, but it does address 
many of the key questions people frequently ask me 
about the future direction of Harding University. As I 
look to the future, there are many dreams I have for 
this institution and for the students who come to 
study here. And while buildings, programs and en
dowments certainly figure into these dreams, all of 
these mean nothing if the spiritual foundation of 
Harding is compromised and our direction is lost. 
With God as our strength, such will not happen, and 
we will continue our quest at Harding University to 
humbly and faithfully "stand firm" for the truth of 
the Gospel (Eph. 6:10-18). 
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The Religion of Christ 
Is Non-denominational 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

For generations members of the church of 
Christ have heard their preachers proclaim 
that we are non-denominational. While there 

was a time when the average member of the church 
could explain what this claim meant, today this is 
not the case. Tragically, even a host of our younger 
preachers do not know nor can they explain the sig
nificance of our non-denominational stand. 

• The church of Christ was established by Jesus 
(Matt. 16:18). Denominations were created by men. 

• The church of Christ is in nature and essence a 
single, undivided body of people obedient to Christ 
alone (Matt. 28:18, 20). Denominations are by na
ture separate and divided. They are different kinds 
of churches, each obedient to its human leadership. 

• The church of Christ has no creed nor standard 
save the teaching of Christ, found only in his New 
Testament (Matt. 28 :20). Denominations give lip 
service to the teaching of Christ, but pay far greater 
attention to their creed and the standards of their or
ganization. 

• The worship of the church of Christ is limited 
to those things authorized by Jesus. Denominations 
feel free to add to or take from their worship as 
changing times, culture, and the will of the people 
demand. Thus their worship today can be quite dif
ferent from that of their fathers or of their brethren 
in another society or culture. 

• Denominationalists see no problem in fellow
shiping other groups, since their faith is fluid and 
they hold that all variations of faith and worship are 
equally acceptable to God. Members of the Lord's 
church are limited in their fellowship to those who 
share their biblical faith. We can have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 5: 11-
12). Those who do not abide in the teaching of 
Christ we cannot treat as faithful brothers (2 John 9-
11). 

• The church of Christ has no denominational 
organizational machinery. Christ alone is head of the 
church (Eph. 1:22). He ordained that each local con
gregation choose its own leaders (Titus 1 :5; Acts 

14:26). He selected the 12 apostles and Paul and in
vested them with authority as the founding teachers 
and standard-bearers of his church (Luke 22:29-30). 
Denominations create additional governing bodies to 
control and regulate the affairs of their churches. 
They have a variety of differing governing models 
for their local churches. Churches of Christ have no 
conventions, synods, or general assemblies to con
duct their business or set their policies. 

• Denominations choose names to identify them
selves and to distinguish them from other bodies. 
These names are rarely those approved by God and 
used by his inspired apostles and prophets. Christ's 
people are content to be simply Christians (Acts 
11:26; 1 Pet. 4:16), and to identify themselves by 
approved names such as churches of Christ (Rom. 
16:16). 

• The faith and practice of the church of Christ is 
fixed and unchanging. Since it originated in heaven 
and was instituted by the Holy Spirit Oohn 14:26; 
16:12-14), no one can change its form or nature. De
nominations do not feel bound by that ancient stan
dard, hence they do not hesitate to revise, even reject 
their most central beliefs and practices. 
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• Denominationalists feel comfortable injecting 
comedy, entertainment, story-telling, performance, 
and other variants into their worship. Members of 
the Lord's church feel duty bound to obey carefully 
the commands of Christ Oohn 14:15). Their worship 
must, therefore, be in spirit and in truth Uohn 4:24). 
It must be decent and orderly (1 Cor. 14:40). It must 
edify those who participate (1 Cor. 14:26). Her min
isters do not depend on excellency of speech or 
worldly wisdom; they preach Christ and him cruci
fied (1 Cor. 2:1-5). 

• Denominations, being the creations of mortal 
men, will receive from men their recognition and re-

ward (Matt. 6: 2, 16). The church of Christ is his 
spiritual body (Eph. 1:22); his kingdom (Col. 1:13); 
his family (1 Tim. 3:15); his bride (Eph. 5:23). He 
will watch over, protect, and provide for his church. 
When he returns, he will deliver up his kingdom 
(church) to his Father where she will spend eternity 
in heavenly bliss (1 Cor. 15:24 ). 

May we never forget and never cease to declare 
the fact that we are non-denominational Christians, 
nothing more nor less. 

12630 W. Fox(ire Dr. 
Sun City West, AZ 85375 
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Methodist Baptism 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I n one denominational source we are told that 
parents are urged to "present their children for 
Baptism at an early age" and that when these 

children are "baptized in infancy" it "may be admin
istered by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion." One is 
further informed that this "Baptism is an outward 
and visible sign" of the inward "grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which grace we become par
takers of his righteousness and heirs of life eternal" 
(Discipline of the Methodist Church, p. 558). The 
preceding quotes inform one of three errors con
cerning baptism practiced by the Methodist denomi
nation. The first pertains to the subjects of baptism; 
the second to the action of baptism; and the third to 
the design of baptism. 

Subiects 
According to their creed Methodist preachers are to 
encourage parents to present their infants as scrip
tural subjects of baptism. Instructions are then given 
for the preacher to take the baby in his arms at which 
time he "baptizes" the child saying, "I baptize you in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit" (Discipline, p. 559). Notice, however, 
that some of the preceding passage is left out when 
cited in the creed. The reason why is because to have 
included all of the verse would have excluded infant 
baptism. 

The part of the quotation left out reads, "Go ye 
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therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them ... " To 
have included the part about "teaching" preceding 
one's baptism excludes infants because babies do not 
possess the mental maturity to understand the gospel 
and respond to it by faithful obedience. The Bible 
clearly teaches that one is not a proper candidate for 
baptism until he has been taught the gospel, accepted 
it by faith, and repented of his sins (Mark 16:15-16; 
Acts 2:38). Common knowledge dictates that a baby 
still in diapers does not yet possess the reasoning ca
pacity to understand and respond in obedience. 

Church History 
by John D. Cox 

A concise account of church history 
with questions for group study. 

The Christian must have an accurate knowledge 
of the Scriptures to give a reason for his hope. He 
will be prepared even better to support the truth if 
he has an understanding of the ways in which 
men have departed from the Bible through the 
ages. A study of church is valuable for this pur
pose. 96 pages, paperback 

1 0 chapters each with questions at the end. 

$4.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



Is it possible that the Methodist Discipline pur
posely leaves out part of scripture about teaching a 
potential convert in order to deceive the unsuspect
ing reader into practicing infant baptism? I don't 
know. I do know that infant baptism is a religious 
practice that is wholly without biblical basis. It is a 
doctrine of human origin that should be repudiated 
as an unscriptural practice by everyone who believes 
the Bible as God's inspired word. I personally would 
never belong to a religious affiliation that so glar
ingly departs from a "thus saith the Lord" in matters 
of such significance. 

Action 

The creed states that baptism may be administered 
by any one of three choices-"sprinkling, pouring, 
or immersion." This is not what the Bible teaches. 
According to the foremost language authorities 
within the field of biblical scholarship the word 
baptizo means to dip, immerse, or submerge. There 
are no exceptions. Even in non-biblical sources an
cient Greek-speaking people would use this same 
term to describe the action of submerging a piece of 
doth when dyeing a garment or the drawing of water 
by dipping a vessel into a well or body of water. This 
is why in the Bible baptism is always administered 
with "much water" and described as a "burial" Uohn 
3:22-23; Col. 2:12). Neither Jesus nor his apostles 
ever gave an individual an option concerning a so
called "mode" of baptism. Such a choice did not 
even exist then because the very action of baptism is 
dipping. 

According to Eusebius, the foremost authority on 
church history, the first known case of sprinkling for 
"baptism" was administered to Novatus of Rome in 
the 3rd century as he lay at the point of death (Eccle
siastical History, p. 266). In this case the sprinkling 
was not even applied to an infant, but an adult. Nor 
was it done as a generally accepted practice but 
rather as a compromise because Novatus thought he 
was about to die without ever having received bap
tism. Later such episodes of administering deathbed 
"baptism" would come to be known as "clinical bap
tisms." The point to be appreciated is that sprinkling 
or pouring water over some one is not baptism as au
thorized by the scriptures. Our Methodist friends 
would do well to cast off this error and come back to 
the Bible for every practice in matters religious. 

One may wonder if immersion is the only proper 
action of baptism, why then is it not translated as 
such in our common English versions? This is a good 

question and one that may be answered with clarity 
thanks to historical documentation. The word bap
tism in the English versions is not a translation but a 
transliteration of baptisma. The translators angli
cized the word by using English letters to replace the 
Greek letters thereby inventing the word "baptism." 
This failure to translate the term and thus convey the 
actual meaning of the original language is one of the 
primary reasons why confusion exists within the reli
gious world concerning the meaning of baptism. 

In 1384 when John Wycliffe translated Jerome's 
Latin Vulgate into English he did not translate 
baptisma but simply replaced it with the word "bap
tism." In 1525 when William Tyndale gave us our 
first complete English version of the Bible from the 
original languages he knew to translate baptisma as 
"dipping." But in 1611 when the King James Version 
appeared the translators reverted back to the English 
word created by Wycliffe and settled for a translit
eration. This was done under the orders of King 
James I who was a member of the Church of England 
that practices sprinkling for baptism. 

Under "The Rules to Be Observed in the Transla
tion of the Bible" King James instructed his 54 trans
lators to follow the Bishop's Bible of 1568 with as 
little alteration as possible. He further stated that 
"The Old Ecclesiastical Words" were to be retained 
and specifically dictated they were "not to be trans
lated." The translators who had been sprinkled 
themselves as infants were happy to oblige the King 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 
o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

James 5:16 
0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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by leaving baptizo and baptisma untranslated, words 
which occur in the original text some 100 times 
(King James Version, 1611 Edition, p. 39; see also Al
exander Campbell, The Christian Baptist, Nov. 1, 
1824, Vol. 2, p. 26). 

When no theological position was at stake, how
ever, the King James translators demonstrated no 
bias and showed they knew exactly how the root 
word bapto should be translated. In the four times 
the term bapto is used in the Greek New Testament 
the King James translators consistently translated it 
by the term "dip." Consider, for example, the re
quest made by the rich man that Lazarus be allowed 
to dip the tip of his finger in water to cool a tongue 
tormented in Hades (Luke 16:24). Likewise, note 
the Lord's dipping of the morsel of bread when as
sembled with the disciples on the night of his be
trayal Uohn 13:26; cf. Rev. 19:13). 

King James knew that if he allowed the term 
baptisma to be translated "dipping" this would 
sound the death knell to sprinkling for baptism. No 
one could then portray themselves as having biblical 
authority for sprinkling babies as a religious practice. 
King James was motivated by theological prejudice. 
His denominational bias would not allow him to 
translate the word and thus convey the accurate· 
meaning of baptism as dipping. This cover-up con
tinues to this day in most all English translations of 
the Bible. 

The American Bible Society refuses to produce 
English Versions whereby baptisma is translated. 
This is a compromise by the scholarship of our day. 
They defend themselves by saying that, "If both 
immersionists and non-immersionists are repre
sented among the missionaries and the native con
stituency, no translation should employ a word 
which would rule out one or the other of the inter
pretations as to the mode of baptism" (Eugene Nida, 
Bible Translating, pp. 22, 232; cited by Hugo 
McCord in The Spiritual Sword, January 1994, p. 
12). Publishing houses who spend millions of dollars 
marketing English translations know it would be fi
nancial suicide to produce a translation that didn't 
allow some semblance of credibility for infant bap
tism. This is true because a large majority of those 
who purchase Bibles from the local bookstore are 
Catholics and Protestants who practice sprinkling for 
baptism. An English version of the Bible that con
tains an accurate translation and thus conveys the 
real meaning of baptisma will never succeed as a 
bestseller to the American public, or any English 
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speaking society. Publishers are certain that it would 
be disastrous to even try. An English version that ob
scures the theological meaning of baptism by way of 
transliteration, on the other hand, allows those who 
sprinkle to derive a veneer of justification for their 
error. 

Design 
What design or purpose has God attached to the rite 
of baptism? The Methodist Discipline supposes that 
"Baptism is an outward and visible sign" of one's sal
vation. This is denominational jargon invented to at
tach some purpose to baptism while actually denymg 
the biblical design that God specifies within his 
word. 

This is a common ruse. Denominational preach
ers who deny the essentiality of baptism in gospel 
obedience often characterize baptism as merely a 
"sign" or "symbol." It is not uncommon to hear 
them in their preaching describe baptism as "an out
ward sign of an inward grace." Their idea is that one 
is saved at the point of "faith only," before and with
out submitting to the commanded act of water hap-
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tism. Later, then, when one does submit to baptism 
this allegedly "pictures" the salvation already experi
enced by faith only. There is, of course, not a word 
of truth to this view. A couple of observations are in 
order. 

First, one should appreciate that never on the 
pages of the Bible does any inspired spokesman ever 
portray baptism as a sign or symbol of salvation. 
That terminology is simply not found within God's 
word. Where is the New Testament passage that de
scribes baptism as "an outward sign of an inward 
grace?" If baptism is merely a "symbol" of salvation 
it is interesting that Jesus or his apostles never used 
such language to describe the act of baptism. 

Second, if this denominational description con
cerning baptism does not come from the Bible, from 
whence does it come? The answer to this question is 
found in the following statement: "The oldest Ar
ticles of Faith which we know anything about are 
those which were put forth in 1120 ... in the seventh 
article ... they regarded baptism as an outward sign 
of an inward act" U .E. Cobb, Baptist Church 
Manual, p. 103 ). There you have it from an unbiased 
and authoritative source. 

Notice that the "oldest" statement available 
within theological literature concerning baptism as 
an "outward sign" of salvation goes back only to the 
12'h century. This is over a thousand years too late 
because the New Testament was written in the first 
century. This concept then is based solely on human 
and not divine authority. We urge all to cast off the 
unscriptural jargon often used by denominational 
preachers to convey their errors concerning the role 
of baptism in gospel obedience. They don't believe 
the truth therefore they don't teach the truth "in 
words taught by the Spirit" (1 Cor. 2:13 ). 

In Acts 2:38 both repentance and baptism are 
said by inspiration to be "for the remission of sins." 
This prepositional phrase sets forth the purpose as to 
why one is to be immersed in gospel obedience. The 
preposition eis, translated "for" in most English 
translations, conveys that by repentance and baptism 
one is reaching forward to an unreached goal - the 
remission of sins. The biblical design of repentance, 
then, is to attain the remission of sins. It is no differ
ent with baptism as both are connected together with 
the coordinate conjunction "and." Whatever repen
tance is for then baptism retains the same purpose. 
The 1978 edition of the New International Version 
translates, "~epent and be baptized ... so that your 
sins may be forgiven." In later editions the words "so 

that" were edited out. One wonders if the terminol
ogy was just too plain for those determined not to 
accept the divine design of baptism. 

Application 
One Methodist lady recently wanted me to discuss 
whether or not her "baptism" is acceptable to the 
Lord. She doesn't remember when it happened be
cause she was too young. According to her parents 
their denominational preacher sprinkled her with 
water when she was an infant and called it baptism. 
After reading one of my weekly articles in the local 
newspaper on what baptism actually is according to 
the Bible this woman wanted to know whether or 
not she should be immersed or else be content with 
her baby baptism. 

I was more than happy to address this question 
but informed her that I was going to tell her only 
what the Bible says without regard to the false de
nominational doctrines that are usually taught on 
this subject. I informed her that God reveals exactly 
what one must do in obedience to the gospel in order 
to become a Christian and be saved from sin. He in
structs us that baptism is by dipping in water of a 
penitent believer for the forgiveness of sins, and not 
the sprinkling of an infant still in pampers (Acts 
8 :26-40). Thus, the answer to this lady's question 
was no. Her baby baptism is not scriptural. It is not 
"baptism" according to the Bible and thus wholly un
acceptable to the Lord. No one who has been 
sprinkled has ever been baptized according to what 
God says within his word. Sprinkling babies is a 
man-made doctrine and rests upon pure human au
thority alone. 
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God never instructed anybody to be sprin~led 
for baptism. jesus neither preached nor practiced it. 
The inspired apostles never taught anyone to be 
sprinkled. We know from reading the Bible they 
never made it a part of apostolic practice within the 
first-century church. The whole concept of infant 
baptism as practiced by the Methodist denomination 
stands in direct opposition to the subjects, action, 
and design of baptism as taught within God's word. 
If any New Testament author had wanted to indicate 
that baptism could be administered by sprinkling 
there was available a Greek term meaning "to 
sprinkle," rhantizo (Heb. 9:13). 

It is a matter of historical fact that sprinkling in-

fants as a religious practice started well after the 
apostles had been guided into all truth Oohn 16:13). 
If infant baptism, then, is not part of "all truth" how 
can it be a part of one's "obedience to the truth" 
whereby the soul is purified? (1 Pet. 1 :22). Brethren 
are here encouraged to possess sufficient courage 
and conviction when it comes to teaching our Meth
odist friends the truth concerning infant baptism. 
May we kindly, yet forthrightly, set forth the truth of 
God's will while repudiating the wrong. God stands 
ready to bestow forgiveness only when one exhibits 
their faith by complying with the divine will in full 
and complete obedience. 105 East Planters 

San Augustine, TX 75972 
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Jesus Prayed for Unity 
By Albert Gardner 

r:e gives a great compliment to the people of 
Berea, when he said they were more noble 
than those of Thessalonica, because they 

searched the scriptures daily to see if the things Paul 
preached were true (Acts 17: 11). 

In our age of materialism, pleasure seekers, and 
general unbelief, it is refreshing to find people who 
will search the scriptures daily, especially to learn if 
the preacher is telling the truth. There could be no 
endeavor any more needed today, than for people to 
search the scriptures daily to learn the truth. Jesus 
promised one could learn the truth if he really wants 
to know it. He said, "If any man will do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself" Uohn 7: 17). If you really 
want the truth, and are a sincere honest seeker of 
truth, Jesus promised you can tell the difference be
tween truth and error. He says you can know. You 
don't have to be deceived. 

As one looks at the religious scene today, it is no 
wonder people are confused. There are so many 
churches, each claiming to tell the truth, each claim
ing they are preaching the Bible, but it is obvious 
they are not preaching the same thing. They contra
dict each other on many important points. One 
would not have to be a rocket scientist to reach the 
conclusion that not everything being preached today 
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is true. Somebody is wrong, that is, if the Bible is 
right. One man who keeps account of it said there 
are 1,586 denominations in the United States. That 
includes all of the divisions in specific churches, as 
well as all the splinter groups. 

Paul wrote about the division at Corinth. "Now I 
beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you: but that ye be per
fectly joined together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

Did you notice we are to speak the same thing? 
Are we doing that today in religion? When one 
preacher teaches we can eat the Lord's Supper once a 
month or once a quarter, while another preacher 
teaches we are to eat the Lord's Supper each first ·day 
of the week - we are not speaking the same thing. 
When one church teaches baptism has nothing to do 
with salvation, and another church teaches one is 
baptized in order to be saved - we are not speaking 
the same thing. When one preacher says we are 
saved by faith only, and another preacher says we are 
saved by faith when we obey - are we speaking the 
same thing? 

One needs only to look at the sign boards of the 
churches to recognize they are divided and do not 
even wear the same name. 



Before Jesus went to the cross, He prayed about 
this very thing. "Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on me through 
their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: that the world, may believe that thou hast sent 
me" Gohn 17:20-21). Did you notice the kind of 
unity which Jesus says will make believers? If unity 
makes believers, what will division make? It will 
make unbelievers. People are confused and do not 
know which way to turn, and some have turned 
away from religion all together. 

The statement in Acts 17:1 1, brings new meaning 
to this problem, and gives the true solution. "These 
were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily, w hether those things 
were so." It is a noble thing to study the Bible. 

You may have made a New Years resolution to 
read the Bible more this year, but you have stopped. 
I urge you to take up that challenge again. Don't just 
read it; study it as Paul directed Timothy. "Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 

Another point we need to get, is that we should 
study it daily. We feed our body daily and sometimes 
starve the spirit. We need to study the Bible daily. 
Also, we need to study it to learn the truth. T hat 
means not twist it, change it, or pervert it, but let it 
say just what it means, because the truth will make us 
free. 

We have a right to question each other about 
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what we believe and practice. You have a right to 
question me about what I teach and I have obligation 
to give you a Bible answer. "But sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 
3: 15). Of course, I have the duty to be kind, consid
erate, and courteous as I reply. Paul says, " let your 
speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
ye may know how ye ought to answer every man" 
(Col. 4:6). There is a manner in which we are to do 
it. However, we do not have a choice about what we 
teach, for we are limited to teaching only the gospel. 
We may apologize for the way we say it, but we must 
never apologize for the truth. 

But I also have a right to ask you questions. "Be
loved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many false proph
ets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). Not 
everything being taught is truth . There are many 
false teachers. It is necessa ry for us to try or test 
them to find out if they are of God. 

T he apostle Paul deals with this problem. "Prove 
all things ; hold fast that which is good" (1 Thess. 
5 :21). He said prove or test all things. Every doctrine 
and practice must be tested by the word of God. If it 
passes the test, Paul says, "ho ld fast that which is 
good." That means whatever does not pass the test 
must be .rejected and cast away. We must be willing 
to do as Solomon said, "Buy the truth and sell it 
not." Friends, the Bible is right. The Bible only will 
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Episcopalian Church U.S.A. 
Written, edited, and compiled by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Episcopalian Church in the United States 
of America is part of a larger religious fam
ily known as the Anglican Communion, in

cluding the Church of England, which is considered 
to be the mother church of Anglicanism. 

The Church of England (Anglican Communion) 
expanded along the routes of British exploration and 
colonization, initially considering the various con
gregations and churches to be loyal to the Arch
bishop of Canterbury. Since this was impractical, the 
indigenous people of English colonies began the pro
cess of transferring authority in church matters to lo
cal leadership. Anglicanism became a decentralized 
body of national churches, loyal to one another be
cause they were faithful to the doctrine and practice 
inherited from the Church of England.1 

The Episcopal Church, self-governing in the 
United States, remains associated with the Church of 
England in points of doctrine and worship. It was 
formally organized in Philadelphia, completing its 
structure in 1789, in consequence of the American 
Revolution which ended in 1783. The constitution 
of the United States forbids a National Church, but 
protects the free exercise of religion. 2 

The Lambeth QuadrilateraP Conference ( 18 8 8) 
defines Anglicanism's essential beliefs. The Quadri
lateral stated four marks essential to the Anglican 
conception of Christian identity - Scripture, the 
Nicene Creed, baptism and Holy Communion, and 
the episcopate. The Lambeth Conference of 1930 
further clarified the nature of Anglicanism when it 
described the Anglican Communion as: 

a fellowship within the One Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, of those duly consti
tuted Dioceses, Provinces or Regional 

Churches in communion with the See of Can
terbury, which uphold and propagate the ... 
faith and order as they are generally set forth 
in the Book of Common Prayer; ... promote 
within each of their territories a national ex
pression of Christian faith, life and worship; 
and are bound together not by a central legis
lative and executive authority, but by mutual 
loyalty sustained through the common coun
sel of the Bishops in conference. 

In the organization of the Episcopalian Church, 
each self-supporting congregation (parish) elects its 
lay governing board (vestry) for temporal affairs and 
its rector (preacher) as spiritual leader. Congrega
tions that are not self-supporting (missions) are di
rected by the bishop of the area. In a given area the 
parishes and missions make up a diocese, headed by 
a bishop. All clergy and laity representing all congre
gations meet annually in convention to conduct the 
business of the diocese. The convention elects the 
bishop to serve until death or retirement. 

The dioceses and mission districts belong to the 
General Convention, which meets triennially. All 
bishops are members of the House of Bishops, and 
the House of Delegates is made up of equal numbers 
of clergy and laity. The Executive Council, the ad
ministrative agency of the General Convention, is 
headed by the Presiding Bishop (elected by the 
House of Bishops), who also presides over the House 
of Bishops. Headquarters are in New York City. 

The Episcopalian Church inherited its doctrinal 
statements from the Church of England, but it does 
not apply these statements as rigid confessions. It ac
cepts the Apostles' and Nicene creeds and its prayer 
book as statements of its doctrinal positions. The 
Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, slightly 

1 In .1789 all ~he (Episcopal) congregations (in ~erica) se.nt delegates to the first general convention, which was held in Philadelphia. At this con
~entaon the Epascopal Church was formally orgamzed as an mdependent denomination but with the explicit statement that the new church did not 
mtend to depart "in any essential point of doctrine, discipline, or worship" from the Church of England. The convention also ratified a constitution 
and. ~dopted, .with minor variations, the. ~glican Book of Common Prayer. In 1801 the church approved a version of the Thirty-nine Articles of 
Rehgaon modafied to conform to the pohtacal changes in the new nation (Encarta Reference Library). 
: Bill of Rights, Amend~ent I, "Cong~ess shall make no law respectin~ an establishment of re~igion, or p~ohibiting the free exercise thereof." 

La_mbeth was the palace .of the archbashop o! Canterbu?, and Quadnlateral refers to four pom~ govermng the discussion- acceptance of (1) Holy 
Scnpture as the rule of faath; (2) the Apostles and the Nacene creeds; (3) the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper; and (4) the historic epis
copate. 
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adapted for American circumstances, are part of the 
prayer book and of official doctrine, but formal accep
tance of them is not required of the clergy or laity. 

The Oxford movement, which began in Great 
Britain in 1833, had a strong impact on the Episco
pal Church in the 1840s. As in the Church of En
gland, the movement resulted in the formation of a 
High Church party favoring Roman Catholic tradi
tions and elaborate ceremonials, as opposed to a 
Low Church party leaning toward evangelical tradi
tions and a minimum of ceremony. In the 1870s the 
movement known as ritualism, which grew out of 
the earlier Oxford movement, gave rise to bitter dif
ferences of opinion among Episcopal congregations. 

The Reformed Episcopal Church was organized 
in New York City in 1873 by eight clergymen and 20 
laymen who were formerly priests and members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. A long debate over 
the excessive ritualism and exclusive attitude of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church toward other denomi
nations lay behind the separation. The immediate 
cause of the division was the participation of Bishop 
George David Cummins, Assistant Bishop of Ken
tucky, at a Communion Service held in the Fifth Av
enue Presbyterian Church in New York City. In the 
face of criticism and with the conviction that the 
evangelical and catholic nature and mission of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church were being lost, Bishop 
Cummins resigned as Assistant Bishop of Kentucky 
and transferred his Episcopal oversight to a new ju
risdiction called the Reformed Episcopal Church. 
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A later movement, known as Modernism (Liber
alism), influenced the formation of a strong party 
that favored a broad, or liberal, interpretation of the 
Bible in opposition to the literalism of Fundamental
ists. Some influential Episcopalian leaders deny both 
the virgin birth and the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

The Episcopal Church has been a vigorous pro
ponent of ecumenism, and it has joined with other 
Protestant denominations in an attempt to achieve a 
more unified Christian church. It has proposed that 
any reunified church be based on the following: (1) 
the Holy Scriptures; (2) the Apostles' and Nicene 
Creeds; (3) the sacraments of baptism and the Eu
charist; and ( 4) the historic episcopate. Its require
ments have largely become the basis of all Episcopa
lian discussion on church union. 

Recently, much interest has also been shown in 
closer relationships with non-Christian bodies. 

The admission of women to holy orders dur
ing the 1970s brought considerable division in the 
church, as did a totally unrelated matter: the adop
tion (1979) of a revised Book of Common Prayer. 
Divisions also emerged over social issues, includ
ing the church's position on various matters relating 
to human sexuality. During the same period, the 
church engaged in a serious reexamination of the na
ture of ministry and the place of the laity. The 
denomination's first woman bishop, Reverend Bar
bara C. Harris, was consecrated in 1989. 

In 2003 the Episcopal Church consecrated its 
first openly gay bishop, exposing deep dissension 
within the Anglican Communion. An Anglican com
mission rebuked the church in 2004 for causing pain 
and confusion within the communion. The commis
sion also requested a moratorium on ordaining gay 
clergy and on blessing same-sex unions. Some con
servative Episcopal parishes left liberal dioceses and 
placed themselves under the authority of bishops 
with whom they agreed. 
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Dodrine and Errors 

The foundation of an independent Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States dates from the 
time of the American Revolution, when members of 
the Anglican Church in the former colonies could no 
longer give their allegiance to the mother church 
overseas. There followed the establishment of a 
number of other churches, centering upon the 
Church of England, that became known as the "An
glican Communion., In addition to the churches of 
England, · Ireland, and Wales and the Episcopal 
church in Scotland, separate and independent Angli
can churches exist in Canada, the United States, Aus
tralia, New Zealand, western Mrica, central Africa, 
the Republic of South Mrica, India, China, Japan, 
and the West Indies" (Encarta Reference Library). 

Dodrine 

The basic doctrine of the Church of England (Epis
copal) Church is close to that of Luther's Protestant 
Reformation, both being drawn from the theology of 
Augustine. Its teaching is reflected in the Institutes of 
the Christian Religion, written by John Calvin, as is 
the teaching of the Lutheran (Protestant) Reforma
tion. The basic doctrine is given in The Thirty-Nine 
Articles of Religion, written by Archbishop Thomas 
Cranmer in 15 53 "for the avoiding of controversy in 
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opinions," and was influenced by the Lutheran 
Augsburg Confession (1530). The Forty-two Articles 
were eliminated when Mary I became queen (1553) 
and restored Roman Catholicism. Mter Elizabeth I 
became queen (1558), the Canterbury Convocation 
(the periodic assembly of clergy of the province of 
Canterbury) drastically revised the Forty-two Ar
ticles. A final revision by Convocation in 1571 pro
duced the Thirty-nine Articles, which were approved 
by Elizabeth and imposed on the clergy (Thirty-nine 
Articles, Encyclopedia Britannica). 

The Episcopal Church, like the Church of En
gland, differs from the Roman Catholic Church 
chiefly in denying the claims of the papacy both to 
jurisdiction over the church and to infallibility as 
promulgator of Christian doctrinal and moral truth, 
and in rejecting the distinctively Roman doctrines 
and discipline (Indulgences, Purgatory, Mariolatry, 
and Transubstantiation - Church of England, 
Encarta Reference Library). 

Thirty-nine Articles of Religion 
The first five articles set out what members of the 
Church of England are to believe about God, i.e., 
"There is but one God ... And in unity of this God
head there are three Persons, one in substance, 
power, and eternity; the Father, the son, and the 
Holy Ghost. "4 

Article 6 identifies the Canonical books of the 
Old and New Testament, and says, "Holy Scripture 
contains all things necessary to salvation, so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an article of the faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation." 

Articles 7-8 assert the authority and limitation of 
the Old Testament and acceptance of the three 
Creeds (Nicene, Athanasius, and Apostles). 

Article 9 asserts that corruption of human nature 
is inborn and babies are guilty of the original sin. In
fants, according to this article, are inherently de
praved. 

Article 10 states that the "condition of man after 
the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and pre
pare himself, by his own natural strength and good 
works, to faith and calling on God. 

4 Article 2 mistakenly says that Jesus reconciled "his Father to us " 
whereas the Bible says that we are reconciled to the Heavenly Fath;r 
(Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18,20; Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20, 22). 



Article 11 says that human works have nothing 
to do with salvation; and, "Wherefore that we are 
justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, 
and very full of comfort." 

Articles 12-14 say that an unsaved person cannot 
do any good thing ... whatever he does is sinful, even 
though the deed itself is right; also supererogation is 
impossible. 

Article 15 says the incarnate Jesus was sinless; all 
mortals sin, except Jesus. 

Article 16 says that a saved person can sin and be 
eternally lost, which disagrees with both Luther and 
Calvin. 

Article 17 affirms that before creation God arbi
trarily selected who would be saved and who lost. 
The saved are to be called by direct and immediate 
action of the Holy Spirit. 

Article 18 denies that law has anything to do 
with salvation. 

Article 19-20 say the church is to be organized 
into local, visible congregations to preach the word 
and administer baptism and the Lord's Supper. The 
church is to defend the faith, but cannot change it. 

Article 21 speaks of the authority of General 
Councils. 

Article 22 denies Purgatory, and condemns wor
shiping images and saints. 

Articles 23-24 speak of the appointment, author
ity, and duties of preachers. 

Article 25 affirms two sacraments (Lord's Supper 
and Baptism) and rejects all others. 

Article 26 deals with unworrhy ministers 
(preachers) and how to depose them. 

Article 27 defines baptism as a token of regenera
tion and forgiveness of sins. 

Article 28-30 defines the Lord's Supper as sym
bolic and says it is not to be "reserved, carried about, 
lifted up, or worshiped; the misuse of the Lord's 
Supper is also discussed; and the cup is not to be 
withheld from "the lay people." 

Article 31 states the offering of Jesus was made 
once upon the cross. Roman Catholic Church masses 
are condemned. 

Article 32 says that Bishops, Priests, and Deacons 
may marry. 

Article 33 says excommunicated persons are to 
be avoided. 

Article 34 defines church traditions and says they 
are not binding, but should be honored. 

Article 35 gives a list of 21 lectures to be read to 
the congregation as often as needed. 

Errors in the Articles 

Puts human creeds above Bible teaching -Articles 
7-8. The scriptures teach the all-and-alone suffi
ciency of the Bible (2 Tim. 3 :16-27) 

Babies are born with the guilt of sin- Article 9. 
The Bible teaches that the spirit of every newborn is 
God-given (Heb. 12:9, and Eccl. 12:7). Jehovah can
not father nor give a defiled spirit. Babies are born 
innocent- sinless. 

The article says humans are helpless, but the 
Bible teaches that salvation resu lts in doing some
thing (Acts 2 :40; Phil. 2:12; James 2:14-26). 

Works have nothing to do with salvation (Article 
11). The Bible says works are critical to salvation 
(Matt. 5 :16; John 4 :34; 5 :36; 6:28; 9:4; Rom. 2:6; 
James 2:24 - note : we must d istinguish between 
works of Satan, of man and the works of God - that 
is, obedience to the commands of God, elsewhere 
called "the righteousness of God.") 

The Catholics teach salvation by works alone, 
the Calvinists teach salvation by faith alone, the 
Bible teaches salvation "by faith working through 
love" (Gal. 5 :6} . 

(Sources: Encarta Reference Library, Encyclope
dia Brittanica, Episcopalian Book of Common 
Prayer, Articles of Religion, the Internet.) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Qletter-writing course for women: 
V'J this workbook will make a difference in 

permanent ink- not in cyberspace! Get life
changing results from your letters; learn from 
an expert. Structured, short topics with daily 
worksheets including questions and fill-in-the
blanks. Bible examples combined with down-to
earth motivation for today's Christian woman. 
Beautifully formatted, 8!12x11 . 13 chapters. 
0929540468, paperback 

$15.95 plus $3.50 s&h 

Firm Foundation (Texas) • (888) 367-6216 or 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
Publishing Designs {Alabama) • (256) 533-4301 
Alabama residents add 4% sales tax 

~ 

May 2006 17 
Firm Foundation 



Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism. Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is It wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches. and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins. basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 
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Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 



A Lesson From Creation 
By Howard R. Horton 

T here is a movement in this great land of ours 
to rid it of the teaching of the biblical ac
count of Creation. Is this serious? Does it 

matter? Well, the inspired book of Hebrews defi
nitely plays a role in this discussion. 

Hebrews 11 has been called, "The Roll Call of the 
Faithful." It is filled with examples of Old Testament 
worthies. In this everlasting annal shine the names of 
Abraham, Sarah, David, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and all 
those who were persecuted for their faith. 

Before any saint is named, however, there is a 
definition of faith (He b. 11: 1) and the affirmation of 
how the "elders obtained a good report by faith" 
(He b. 11 :2). Then, there is this: 

God made the universe out of nothing. He has 
the power, the ability, to create something marvel
ous, wonderful, and vast, from absolutely nothing. 
He made man out of clay, but he first made the clay 
out of nothing. He made woman out of a rib, but he 
first made the rib out of the clay which he made out 
of nothing. 

A Creator of such dimensions is fully able to sup
ply all our needs and solve all our problems. Humans 
are beset with all kinds of problems and needs. How 
can we face what we all have to face, if we don't be
lieve that God is our helper in time of need, and a 
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bulwark never failing? The God that created the heav
ens and the earth, is able ... yes, he is able ... he is able 
to deliver us. He is the Rock of Ages, cleft for me. 

There used to be a paint commercial on televi
sion, which showed a rocket being launched; a 
voiceover said, "If the paint company can handle the 
paint on a moon rocket, then it can handle any job 
ybu've got.,, 

The Mighty Maker of all things can handle any 
problem you've got. God gives the power necessary 
for us to "all get to heaven." The gospel is the power 
bf God to save (Rom. 1:16). It was God's good plea
sure "by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 

Ps. 119:1·18 

1 Blessed are they that are perfect in the way, 
who walk in the law of Jehovah. 

2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, that 
seek him with the whole heart. 

3 Yea, they do no unrighteousness; they walk in 
his ways. 

4 Thou hast commanded us thy precepts, that we 
should observe them diligently. 

5 Oh that my ways were established to observe 
thy statutes! 

6 Then shall I not be put to shame, when I have 
respect unto all thy commandments. 

7 I will give thanks unto thee with uprightness of 
heart, when I learn thy righteous judgments. 

8 I will observe thy statutes: Oh forsake me not 
utterly. 

9 Wherewith shall a young man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed thereto according to thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: Oh let 
me not wander from thy commandments. 

11 Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I 
might not sin against thee. 

12 Blessed art thou, 0 Jehovah: teach me thy stat
utes. 

13 With my lips have I declared all the ordinances 
of thy mouth. 

14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as 
much as in all riches. 

May 2006 19 
Firm Foundation 



15 I will meditate on thy precepts, and have re
spect unto thy ways. 

16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not 
forget thy word. 

17 Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may 
live; so will I observe thy word. 

18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold won
drous things out of thy law. 

The Bible has the answer for all our questions, 
doubts, and fears. It does not fail but is ever a "lamp 

to our feet and a light to our path." All we need is 
the good judgment and living faith to follow it abso
lutely ... then, and only then, shall we be absolutely 
safe. 

P.O.Box91 
Bells, TX 75414 

nThrough faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear.,, 
(Heb. 11:3) Fp 

Foundations 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

"If the foundations are destroyed, What can the righteous do?" (Ps. 11 :3). 

Past leaders of the United States of America 
have been men of faith and most of the 
citizens have bee'n believers in God and the 

Bible. This is rapidly changing. The foundation on 
which our nation was built is being destroyed. State
ments by men of previous generations reveal that 
God and the Bible were the foundation on which 
they were building and on which our nation is built. 

Founding Fathers 
In order to escape religious oppression, the Pilgrims 
came to this continent. The "Mayflower Compact," 
which they wrote, being influenced by the Bible, be
gan with the words, "In the name of God, Amen." 

In 1644 Rhode Island passed an act that declared 
that all its citizens were to be granted religious free
dom. In the "Tolerance Act" of 1649 the legislators 
of Maryland wrote that, "No person professing to 
believe in Jesus Christ shall from henceforth be 
troubled or molested for or in respect to his or her 
religion." 

In the "Declaration of Independence" the found
ing fathers declared their faith in a Creator by writ
ing, "With a firm reliance on the protection of Di
vine Providence, we mutually pledge our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor." 

On the Liberty Bell which was hung in Indepen
dence Hall, Philadelphia, 1752, appear these words, 
"Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the 
inhabitants thereof," quoted from Leviticus 25:10. It 
was rung at high noon on July 4, 1776, to proclaim 

20 ~ Found~~~: 

the independence the United States of America from 
Great Britain. 

The framers of the Constitution of the United 
States, included these words frorlt the Bible, "Except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it" (Ps. 127:1). When they met, Benjamin 
Franklin suggested that they pray to God for his 
guidance and blessing. He also stated, "God governs 
the affairs of men and nations." 
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Prayers being offered when the Supreme Court 
sessions open is an estab lished tradition. 

On our currency is written, "In God we trust." 
Our national anthem, the "Star Spangled Banner," 
states in the third verse, "And this be our motto: 'In 
God is our trust!"' Our pledge of allegiance includes 
the words, "One nation under God." 

Outstanding Men 

Great leaders and respected men in our nation's past 
believed in God and the Bible. 

Patrick Henry declared, "There is a just God who 
presides over the destinies of nations." "The Bible is 
worth all other books which have been printed." 

The statesman, Daniel Webster, wrote, "If we 
abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our coun
try will go on prospering and to prosper; but if we 
and our prosperity neglect its instructions and au
thority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe 
may overwhelm us and bury our glory in profound 
obscurity." "Whatever achievement of my life there 
is to be commended, the credit is due to my kind par
ents in instilling into my mind an early love of the 
Scriptures." "The Bible is our only guide." 

William Jennings Bryan, "I believe the Bible be
cause it is the Word of God." 

Robert E. Lee revealed his confidence in the 
Bible by writing: "In all my perplexities and dis
tresses, the Bible has never failed to give me light and 
strength." 

The educator, Horace Greeley, concluded, "It is 
impossible to enslave mentally or socially a Bible
reading people. The principles of the Bible are the 
groundwork of human freedom." 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, a recognized author of his 
time, declared, "Bible reading is an education in it
self." 

Francis Bacon, "There never was found, in any 
age of the world, either religion or law that did not 
so highly exalt the public good as the Bible." 

Charles Dickens proclaimed, "The New Testa
ment is the very best book that ever was or ever will 
be known in the world." 

Cordell Hull, "Humanity desperately needs to
day a moral and spiritual rebirth . There is no sure 
way of this supreme goal save through adherence to 
the teaching of the Bible." 

Near his dying hour, Robert Louis Stephenson re
quested of the family, "Bring me the book." They 
asked, "What book." He said, "There is on ly one 
Book - the Bible." 

john Greenleaf Whitter, an admired poet, penned 
the following verse: 

We search the world for truth. We cull 
The good, the true, the beautiful, 
From graven stone and wrirren scroll, 
And all old flower-fields of the soul; 
And, weary seekers of the best, 
We come back laden from our quest, 
To find that all the sages said 
Is in the Book our mothers read. 

Our Presidents 

Almost every president of the United States ex
pressed faith in God and respect for the Bible from 
George Washington to our present president. The 
following statements show their faith: 

George Washington, "It is impossible to rightly 
govern the world without God and the Bible." "True 
religion affords government its surest support." On 
his tomb at Mt. Vernon is inscribed, "I am the resur
rection, and the life, he that believeth on Me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live" Uohn 11 :25). 

July 9, 1812 in a National Proclamation,James 
Madison called on the nation to repent, acknowledge 
transgressions, and seek God's merciful forgiveness, 
perhaps based on 2 Chronicles 7:14. 

Thomas Jefferson, " l have always said that the 
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Lambert Book House presents the following kingly 
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studious perusal of the Sacred Volume will make bet
ter citizens, better fathers, and better husbands." 

Andrew Jackson, "That book [the Bible] sir, is the 
rock on which our republic rests." 

john Quincy Adams, "So great is my veneration 
for the Bible that the earlier my children begin to read 
it the more confident will be my hope that they will 
prove usefu l citizens of their country and respectable 
members of society. I have for many years made it a 
practice to read through the Bible once every year." "I 
speak as a man of the world to men of the world, and 
I say to you: Search the Scriptures. The Bible is the 
Book of all others to read at all ages and in all condi
ti ons of human life; for to be read once, or twice, or 
thrice through, and then laid aside; but to be read in 
small portions of one or two chapters a day and never 
to be omitted by some overwhelming necessity." 

Abraham Lincoln, " I believe the Bible is the best 
gift God has ever given to man. All the good from 
the Savior of the world is communicated to us 
through this book. " "I have profitably engaged in 
reading the Bible. Take all of this Book upon reason 
that you can, and the balance by faith, and you will 
live and die a better man." 

;
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Archaeology 
and the Old Testament 
by Alfred J. Hoerth 
Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 
and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0-801 0-11 29-9 Hardback, 448 pgs. 

$49.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

Archaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0-8010-6267-5 
Hardback, 432 pgs. 

$49.99 plus $6.00 s&h 

$8.50 s&h for both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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William McKinley, "The more profoundly we 
study this wonderful Book, the better citizens we will 
become, and the higher will be our destiny as a na
tion." 

Ulysses S. Grant, "The Bible is the sheet-anchor 
of our liberties." 

Benjamin Harrison, "There are some things we 
cannot dispense with, and among these are God's 
Word and Truth, and those religious influences by 
which He brings the heart of man into subjection to 
moral law." 

Woodrow Wilson, "There lies at the founda
tion of all our schooling and all our thought the 
incomparable and unimpeachable Word of God." 
"You will know the Bible to be the Word of God 
when you read it: for in it you will find the key 
to your own heart, your own happiness, and your 
success. I beg of you that you read it, and find this 
out for yourselves." "It is very difficult for an indi
vidual who knows the Scriptures ever to get away 
from it ... it forms a part of the warp and woof of his 
life." 

Warren G. Harding, "I have always believed in 
the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, whereby they 
have become the expression to man of the Word and 
will of God." 

Theodore Roosevelt, "You may worship God any
where, at any time, but the chances are that you will 
not do so unless you have first learned to worship 
Him somewhere in some particular place, at some 
particular time." 

Calvin Coolidge, "We do not need material de
velopment; we need more spiritual development. We 
do not need more physical power; we need more 
moral power. We do not need more brain power; we 
need more character. We do not need more of the 
things which are seen; we need more of the things 
that are not seen." "The strength of a country is the 
strength of its religious convictions." 

Herbert Hoover, "We are indebted to the Book of 
books for our national ideals and institutions. Their 
preservation rests in adhering to its principles." 

Frmzklin D. Roosevelt on the fly leaf of a Gideon 
New Testament recommended the reading of the 
Bible to all members of the Nations military forces. 

Harry S. Truman, "The Bible is the moral code of 
civilization." 

.. Above quotations are taken from : Dale 
Crowley, The Bible Has the Answer (Wheaton, IL: 
Van Kampen Press, 1948), 13-17, 25, 52, 56, 61, 91, 
106, 125, 127, 144, 164, 167. 



Halley's Bible Handbook, (Grand Rapids, Ml: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1962), p. 18, 19. 

George W. Bush, Sept. 14,2001, "On this national 
day of prayer and remembrance, we ask almighty God 
to watch over our nation, and grant us patience and 
resolve in all that is to come. We pray that He will 
comfort and conso le those who walk in sorrow. We 
thank Him for each life we now must mourn, and the 
promise of a life to come. 

As we have been assured, neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, 
can separate us from God 's love. May He bless the 
souls of the departed. May He comfort our own. 
And may He always guide our country. God bless 
America." (George W. Bush, Record of Accomplish
ment, Addresses of George W. Bush (Austin TX: 
2004 Bush-Cheney, p. 483). 

Shame on Our Nation 

The foundation of all goodness, God and the Bible, 
is being removed from our schools and country by an 
immoral and in many cases ungodly element in our 
society. How can our nation stand when and if we 
remove our foundation? 

The promise of God is, "Blessed is that nation 
whose God is the Lord" (Ps. 33: 12). "Righteousness 
exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people" 
(Prov. 14:34). 

A classic commentary 

Paul's Letter to the Saints 
of Rome 
By Robertson L. Whiteside 

Whitesides commentary on the book of 
Romans is decidely not just ano ther book. It is 
not a p lagiaristic rehash of other books that have 
been written. The author's years of study of, and 
inspiring essays on the apostolic masterpiece 
make this book a distinct contribution to Chris
tian literature. In some remarable instances the 
author has broken new ground which will open 
up a fie ld of new thoughts to the reader. Here is 
a book you will cherish. 

$23.95 
1584270691 • Hardcover • 304 pgs. 

$15.95 
1584270470 ·paperback· 304 pgs. 
$3.50 s&h for each book 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

As long as a strong, righteous element impacts 
our nation, we will be blessed, but if the opposite 
moves it away from God and destroys the moral 
foundations and ignores the Bible on which this na
tion was built, we will be destroyed. 

Last eve I paused beside a blacksmith's door 
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime; 
Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor 
Old hammers worn with beating years of time. 

"How many anvils have you had?" said I, 
"To wear and batter all these hammers, so?" 
"Just one," said he; then said, with twinkling 

eye, 
The anvil wears the hammers out, you know." 

And so, I thought, the anvil of God's Word 
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon; 
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was 

heard 
The anvil is unharmed - the hammers, gone! 

305 W. Maryland Ave. 
Sherwood, AR 72120 

PILOTING 
THE 
STRAIT 
by Dave Miller 

"Its objective ... identifying, describing and discussing 
the changes ... churches o f Christ are experiencing. Are 
these changes legitimate? Are they biblically justifiable? ... 
Why ... speak out? (1) To alert our brotherhood and warn 
them; ... (2) To p rovide assistance and encouragement to 
those being racked by rhe destructive effects of illicit 
change; (3) To reaffirm the simple truth of God's will. ... 

The complicated, convoluted call for accommodation to 
culture is in direct conflict with the simplicity of the gospel 
and irs ... power to impact human hearts in all cultures . ... 
Some ... need ro be reminded and reassured that the "old 

paths" are still new. BKMIOI hardback, 528 pgs. 

What others have said: 
"Penetrating insight into the very critical problem in 

which change agents are attempting ro turn rhe church ... 
into just another ... sects .... a ' must' fo r every leader. " 

"Not only lays bare the disease bur points us ro the only 
remedy for a broken brotherhood ... much more than an 
expose of false reaching ... portions dealing with rhe 
existence of God and Biblical inspiration are well worth 
the price of the book." 

$19.95 plus $4.25 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 • Jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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(David Echols, to whom we are much obliged, supplied this information.) 

A Bulwark Never Ceasing 

A erica's founders did not intend a separation 
of God and state, though they clearly did in 
tend that America have no state religion. 

This is shown to be true by the fact that all 50 
states acknowledge God in their founding docu
ments: 

Alabama 1901, Preamble. We the people of the 
State of Alabama, invoking the favor and guidance of 
Almighty God, do ordain and establish the following 
Constitution ... 

Alaska 1956, Preamble. We, the people of Alaska, 
grateful to God and to those who founded our na
tion and pioneered this great land ... 

Arizona 1911, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Arizona, grateful to Almighty God for our 
liberties, do ordain this Constitution ... 

Arkansas 1874, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for the 
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Biblical Backgrounds 
of the 
Troubled Middle East 
by Guy N. Woods 

•:• Guy N. Woods presents the details of the 
issues by: 

•:• Noting the biblical origins of the peoples 
involved 

<• Examining events essential to the understand
ing of present-day developments. 

•) Considering the claims to the lands the Arabs 
and Jews allege. 

•:•Including political, geographical and social 
details contributing to an understanding of the 
ongoing problems In the Middle East. 

Book: 0892254106, paperback, 90 pgs. 
$11.49 plus $3.00 s&h 

Casaatta tape: ATJL01 
$13.49 plus $2.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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privilege of choosing our own form of government ... 
California 1879, Preamble. We, the People of the 

State of California, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom ... 

Colorado 1876, Preamble. We, the people of 
Colorado, with profound reverence for the Supreme 
Ruler of Universe ... 

Connecticut 1818, Preamble. The People of Con
necticut, acknowledging with gratitude the good 
Providence of God in permitting them to enjoy ... 

Delaware 1897, Preamble. Through Divine 
Goodness all men have, by nature, the rights of wor
shipping and serving their Creator according to the 
dictates of their consciences ... 

Florida 1885, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Florida, grateful to Almighty God for our 
constitutional liberty, establish this Constitution ... 

Georgia 1777, Preamble. We, the people of 
Georgia, relying upon protection and guidance of Al
mighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitu
tion ... 

Hawaii 1959, Preamble. We, the people of Ha
waii, Grateful for Divine Guidance .. . establish this 
Constitution ... 

Idaho 1889, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, to secure its blessings ... 

Illinois 1870, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Illinois, grateful to Almighty God for the 
civil, political and religious liberty which He hath so 
long permitted us to enjoy and looking to Him for a 
blessing on our endeavors ... 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifications of 
deacons. It speaks to deacons now serving 
providing encouragement, motivation, and informa
tion challenging deacons to render the best service 
they can because Christ, deserves no less. 
BKGKOS, paperback, 149 pgs. 

7.95 plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 



Indiana 1851, Preamble. We, the People of the 
State of Indiana, grateful to Almighty God for the 
free exercise of the right to chose our form of gov
ernment ... 

Iowa 1857, Preamble. We, the People of the State 
of Iowa, grateful to the Supreme Being for the bless
ings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence 
on Him for a continuation of these blessings estab
lish this Constitution ... 

Kansas 1859, Preamble. We, the people of Kan
sas, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and reli
gious privileges establish this Constitution ... 

Kentucky 1891, Preamble. We, the people of the 
Commonwealth are grateful to Almighty God for the 
civil, political and religious liberties ... 

Louisiana 1921, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Louisiana, grateful to Almighty God for the 
civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy. 

Maine 1820, Preamble. We the People of Maine 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the goodness of 
the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in affording us 
an opportunity ... and imploring His aid and direc
tion ... 

Maryland 1776, Preamble. We, the people of the 
state of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for our 
civil and religious liberty ... 

Massachusetts 1780, Preamble. We ... the people 
of Massachusetts, acknowledging with grateful 
hearts, the goodness of the Great Legislator of the 
Universe . . . in the course of His Providence, an op
portunity and devoutly ... imploring His direction ... 

Michigan 1908, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of freedom establish this Constitution ... 

Minnesota, 1857, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil 
and religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its 
blessings: 

Mississippi 1890, Preamble. We, the people of 
Mississippi in convention assembled, grateful to Al
mighty God, and invoking His blessing on our work ... 

Missouri 1845, Preamble. We, the people of Mis
souri, with profound reverence for the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, and grateful for His goodness 
... establish this Constitution ... 

Montana 1889, Preamble. We, the people of 
Montana, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings 
of liberty establish this Constitution ... 

Nebraska 1875, Preamble. We, the people, grate
ful to Almighty God for our freedom ... establish this 
Constitution ... 

Nevada 1864, Preamble. We the people of the 
State of Nevada, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom establish this Constitution ... 

New Hampshire 1792, Part I. Art. I. Sec. V. Every 
individual has a natural and unalienable right to wor
ship God according to the dictates of his own con
science ... 

New Jersey 1844, Preamble. We, the people of 
the State of New jersey, grateful to Almighty God for 
civil and religious liberty which He hath so long per
mitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing 
on our endeavors ... 

New Mexico 1911, Preamble. We, the People of 
New Mexico, grateful to Almighty God for the bless
ings of liberty ... 

New York 1846, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our 
freedom, in order to secure its blessings. 

North Carolina 1868, Preamble. We the people 
of the State of North Carolina, grateful to Almighty 
God, the Sovereign Ruler of Nations, for our civil, 

The Firat Foundation 
of God Standeth 

edited by Bill Cline 

The 33 chapters in this 1984 Firm Foundation lecture
ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers Including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W.R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry 
Cotham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Heam, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
Emest Underwood, Garland Elkins, Jerry Moffitt, Ben 
Vick, and others. LSAM01 hardback, 383 pgs. 
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The Inspiration of God's Inerrant Word 
The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the Word 
The Problems of Malachi 
A Personal Devil- the Enemy of God 
Grace and Law 
The Militant Church Under the Great Commission 
God's Special Creation of the Universe 
The Deliberate Purpose of God to Establish the Church 
Christian Characteristics 
Judgment, Hell, and Heaven 
Absolute Knowledge - Is It Possible? 
Man's Accountability to God's Expressed Will 
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The Triumph of Good Over Evil 
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political, and religious liberties, ·and acknowledging 
our dependence upon Him for the continuance of 
those ... 

North Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people of 
North Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty, do ordain ... 

Ohio 1852, Preamble. We the people of the state 
of Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to 
secure its blessings and to promote our common ... 

Oklahoma 1907, Preamble. Invoking the guid
ance of Almighty God, in order to secure and per
petuate the blessings of liberty ... establish this ... 

Oregon 1857, Bill of Rights, Article I. Section 2. 
All men shall be secure in the Natural right, to wor
ship Almighty God according to the dictates of their 
consciences .. . 

Pennsylvania 1776, Preamble. We, the people of 
Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God for the bless
ings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly invok
ing His guidance ... 

Rhode Island 1842, Preamble. We the People of 
the State of Rhode Island grateful to Almighty God 
for the civil and religious liberty which He hath so 
long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a 
blessing ... 
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Holding a leadership position Is 
draining and sometimes lonely. Each 
year, Faulkner University hosts a week 
of refreshment for elders and their 
wives. Classes bol51er Biblical 
knowledge and address difficult Issues 
facing churches across the country. 
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fellow retreaters, sharing experiences 
and realizing you're not alone! 
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Speakers Include Charles Hodge, Cecil 
May, Jr.and Howard Norton. A 
complete schedule Is available on our 
Web site. For more Information, 
contact Lanette Taylor, 334.386.7108 or 
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South Carolina, 1778, Preamble. We, the people 
of he State of South Carolina grateful to God for our 
liberties, do ordain and establish this Constitution ... 

South Dakota 1889, Preamble. We, the people of 
South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for our civil 
and religious liberties ... 

Tennessee 1796, Art. XI.III. That all men have a 
natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of their conscience ... 

Texas 1845, Preamble. We the People of the Re
public of Texas, acknowledging, with gratitude, the 
grace and beneficence of God ... 

Utah 1896, Preamble. Grateful to Almighty God 
for life and liberty, we establish this Constitution ... 

Vermont 1777, Preamble. Whereas all govern
ment ought to .. . enable the individuals who com
pose it to enjoy their natural rights, and other bless
ings which the Author of Existence has bestowed on 
man ... 

Virginia 1776, Bill of Rights, XVI ... Religion, or 
the Duty which we owe our Creator ... can be di-
rected only by Reason ... and that it is the mutual 
duty of all to practice Christian Forbearance, Love 
and Charity towards each other ... 

Washington 1889, Preamble. We the People of 
the State of Washington, grateful to the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe for our liberties, do ordain this 
Constitution ... 

West Virginia 1872, Preamble. Since through Di
vine Providence we enjoy the blessings of civil, po
litical and religious liberty, we, the people of West 
Virginia reaffirm our faith in and constant reliance 
upon God ... 

Wisconsin 1848, Preamble. We, the people of 
Wisconsin, grateful to Almighty God for our free
dom, domestic tranquility ... 

Wyoming 1890, Preamble. We, the people of the 
State of Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil, po
litical, and religious liberties ... establish this Consti
tution ... 

After reviewing acknowledgments of God from 
all 50 state constitutions, one is faced with the pros
pect that maybe - just maybe - the ACLU and the 
out-of-control federal courts are wrong. 

"Those people who will not be governed by God 
will be ruled by tyrants., - William Penn 

By the way, do you suppose that the God re
ferred to in the Declaration of Independence and in 
all state constitutions is the '~llah" of the Muslims. I 
wot not (KJV)! 



Potpourri ... 
We are indebted to Frazier Conley for the 

following quote: 
A response to the old slur against reli

gion: ("There have been more wars in the name of 
God- than for any other cause.") 

"In the name of a Godless humanity, Nazi Ger
many, Communist Russ ia and Red China murdered 
more people last century than all of the casualties 
from all the wars of history combined."- Christo
pher Ruddy. 

Thanks Frazier and adieu ... ["Adieu," by-the
way, is of French origin and literally means, "I com
mend you to God. "] Strange that the French word 
for "goodbye" is a commendation to God, but mod
ern France, as Mark Twain once remarked, is a god
less country run by prostitutes. 

By-the-way, the Spanish "adios" means "to 
God," and is a wish for God's protective care. 

Back bt print! 

Denominational 
Doctrines 
by Jerry Moffitt 

This book contains short series of brief biblical, argumen
tation articles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or 
any Christian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, 
too. It can be read straight through or used as a reference 
book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit , Pentecosta lism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, wi ll I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 

$26.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Oh, and one other by the way, the English word 
"goodbye" means "God be with you." 

God, in each case, refers to the Creator of heaven 
and earth, and all that in them is - the God of the 
Bible. Just wait until the ACLU finds out about this. 

Chicago 

\?lGood friend Earl Davis continues to favor us 
with clippings from the Chicago Tribune, and we 
print pithy excerpts from the clippings because they 
keep us reminded of human foibles .. . and human 
foibles keep us reminded of our need for God. So, 
"adieu, adios, and goodbye." Anyway, here a few 
snippets from Chicagoland. 

• What if the world went up in a mushroom 
cloud over a cartoon - or because of a photograph 
of some reveler dressed up like a pig .. . that would 
be absurd , right? No, that would be a documentary 

Excellent study for young people. 

Where Is 
Your Focus? 

This book is brother Farris' outpouring of concern for 
adherence to the love of God and of his Word in the lives of 
Christians. The lessons were originally prepared for teen 
classes dealing with attitude and moral issues. Teachers who a re 
looking for sound material will appreciate his thought
provoking book. 

There are 13 chapters dealing with the following topics: Who 
or What is Your God; Introduction and Application of Christian 
Ethics; Biblical Principles in Decision Making; Insufficient 
Standards Arc Not Sufficient; How You Dress Renects Who 
You Arc!; The Christian and the Dance; The Sin of Premarital 
Sexual Activity; Pornography vs. God's Plan for You; Do You 
SuiTer from Tobaccoitis?; To Booze or Not to Booze?; 
Abortion: Killing Babies Man's Way; Euthanasia and the Bible; 
Being a Christian All the Way to the Finish Line. KWFOI 
230 pages • Paperback 

$9.95 
$3.75 s&h for one book 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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about the end of civilization circa 2006 - unless we 
come to our senses (Kathleen Parker, Feb. 8, 2006). 

• Turkey is fast becoming one of the largest mar
kets for the trafficking of women from nearby 
former Soviet states who are brought in and forced 
into prostitution .... About 5,000 women are be
lieved to be working as sex-slaves across Turkey .... 
The prostitution networks get about $150 per cus
tomer; each woman serves as many as 15 clients a 
day .... The women don't get a penny (Feb. 1, 2006). 

• Jehovah's Witnesses are renowned for teaching 
that Jesus is not God and the world as we know it 
will soon end. Another belief is ... that God forbids 
blood transfusions. A new directive allows the use of 
the four components that make up blood (Feb. 1, 
2006). Got it? You can't use blood, but you can use 
the components of blood - which is, well, blood. 
Consistency is indeed a rare jewel. 

• Roman Catholic Bishop Joseph Imesch knew 
that a priest in his parish had abused an altar boy but 
took no corrective action, according to his deposi
tion, which was recently unsealed. Years later, 
Imesch invited that same priest to work at a retreat 
house (Feb. 4, 2006). 

• A woman who left the Amish community years 
ago is refused service by an Amish thrift-store owner. 
The shopper claims her civil rights have been vio
lated; the owner says that serving someone excom
municated from the church would be a serious of
fense (Nov. 4, 2005). 

• Kathleen Parker, discussing the emergence of 
feminism, sums it up as: "Whatever was wrong, men 
did it. During the last 30 years, they've been various 
characterized as male chauvinist pigs, deadbeat dads, 
or knuckle-dragging abusers who beat their wives on 
Super Bowl Sunday. At the same time women wanted 
men to be wage earners and act like girlfriends: to 
time their contractions, feed and diaper the baby, 
and go antiquing .... As far as I can tell, real men 
don't have a problem with smart, successful women. 
But they do mind being castrated (Nov. 2, 2005). 

• In the Oct. 30, 2005 issue of the Chicago Tri
bune there was a picture of Charles Darwin. I suf
fered renewed amazement at how much Darwin 
looks like a monkey - acted like one, too. 

• Peter Garner in a lengthy article, Tiny Cousin 
of T.rex is Unearthed, pontificates that the new find 
"shed light on evolution." In the body of the piece, 
Garner quotes James M. Clark, biology professor at 
George Washington University, Washington, D.C. as 
saying, "we hypothesize" ... "Light" and "hypoth-
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esize" are too incompatible to marry. If it is 
hypothetic, it is not light; and if it is light, it is not 
hypothetic (Feb. 9, 2006). 

• John Kass, Parents Are the Only Judges Who 
Matter, Nov. 30, 2005, comments on the statement 
of a teenage girl who said she could not tell her par
ents if she had an unwed pregnancy. It would disap
point them too much, she said. Kass made the obser
vation, "Someday, if she's lucky, she might learn that 
profound disappointment is a way to discover the 
depth of a parent's love. If she becomes a mother 
someday, she'll also learn that we parents disappoint 
ourselves, too, since we're not quite the people we 
expected to become, and we think all the time about 
what we've done wrong as parents, especially when 
we check on the kids when they're sleeping." But all 
that belongs between parents and their children, not 
between children and the Supreme Court." 

• Chicago Times, Dec. 5, 2005, Chances are 
175,711,536 to 1 that you will not win the next $12 
million Mega jackpot. Money does not buy happi 
ness. Here are the facts: Mack Wayne Metca lf won 
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$65.4 million, spent four days in jail on a DUI con
viction, was fined for a bar fight and sued to get back 
$500,000.00 he gave to a woman when he was 
drunk. Merida colleted $13.6 million -later a man 
died of a drug overdose in her home. Now she's 
dead. 

Evelyn Adams lives in a trailer, almost penniless. 
Adams said she does not know how to say no and 
could not stop giving money to the destitute, nor 
putting coins into slot-machines. She is bankrupt. 

William Post's sixth wife left him, his brother 
was convicted of trying to kill him, his landlady suc
cessfully sued him for a third of his lottery jackpot, 
he was convicted of assault and the gas in his home 
was shut off. One million dollars in debt, Post lives 
on social security and food stamps. 

Seems like winning is losing ... 

flexible Constitution 

OPONCE, Puerto Rico -People who believe 
the Constitution would break if it didn't change with 
society are "idiots," U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia says. 

In a recent speech sponsored by the conservative 
Federalist Society, Scalia defended his long-held be
lief in sticking to the plain text of the Constitution 
"as it was originally written and intended." 

"Scalia does have a philosophy, it's called 
originalism," he said. "That's what prevents him 
from doing the things he would like to do," he told 
more than 100 politicians and lawyers from this U.S. 
island territory. 

According to his judicial philosophy, he said, 
there can be no room for personal, political, or reli
gious beliefs. 

Scalia criticized those who believe in what he 
called the "living Constitution." 

"That's the argument of flexibility, and it goes 
something like this: The Constitution is over 200 
years old and societies change. It has to change with 
society, like a living organism or it will become 
brittle and break." 

"But you would have to be an idiot to believe 
that," Scalia said. "The Constitution is not a living 
organism; it is a legal document. It says something 
and doesn't say other things." 

Proponents of the living constitution want to de
cide matters "not by the people, but by the justices of 
the Supreme Court." 

"They are not looking for legal flexibility, they 
are looking for rigidity, whether it's the right to abor-

tion or the right to homosexual activity, they want 
that right to be embedded from coast to coast and to 
be unchangeable," he said. 

(Editor,s comment: We wonder if educators in the 
church would not be equally addicted to the notion 
that we may alter everlasting truth at will. We hope 
not.) 

Homosexuals Promote »Jay of Silence" 
@New York, NY- GLSEN, or the Gay, Lesbian & 

Straight Education Network, today announced plans 
for and began counting down to the lOth annual Day 
of Silence, scheduled this year for Wednesday, April 
26•h. With over 200 endorsers of the annual event, 
dozens of local and state proclamations and nearly 
500,000 students participating annually, the Day of 
Silence may be the largest national student-led effort 
in American history. 

"The Day of Silence is an historic event both for 
young people and the greater social justice move
ment," said GLSEN Founder and Executive Director 
Kevin Jennings. "It demonstrates that there are com
mitted young people who are willing to stand up -
or in this case, quiet down - to address the horren
dous treatment of their friends, peers, and selves in 
America's schools." 

Christians Counter Homosexual 1Day of Silence' 
@High-school students nationwide will take part 

in a "Day of Truth" to counter homosexual activism 
and peacefully express a Christian perspective. 

During school hours, students will wear "Day of 
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Truth" T-shirts and pass out cards, said the Arizona
based public-interest group Alliance Defense Fund, 
which is sponsoring the April27 event. 

Outside of class time, the students will present 
the following message: 

"I am speaking the Truth to break the silence. Si
lence isn't freedom. It's a constraint. Truth tolerates 
open discussion, because the Truth emerges when 
healthy discourse is allowed. By proclaiming the 
Truth in love, hurts will be halted, hearts will be 
healed, and lives will be saved." 

Alan Sears, the ADF's president, CEO and general 
counsel, said the event provides an opportunity to 
express a different perspective than the "Day of Si
lence," a campus activity, he contended, that promotes 
a radical homosexual agenda (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Selling Sin 
0 David Kupelian book, The Marketing of Evil, 

reports on the status of many teenagers in America. 
He is interested in the impact of MTV and other 
adult-supervised programs that attempt to cash in on 
adolescent Inexperience by selling them on the 
"thrill" of wickedness. Here is a report on· one teen
ager who read the book and was helped to under
stand better the malignant influence on America's 
youth. 

In January of 2004, I was a junior in high school. 
My mother gave me David Kupelian's articles en
titled, "Selling Sex and Corruption to Your Kids," 
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and "Why Today's Youth Culture Has Gone Insane." 
(Editor's note: These two articles comprise an early 
version of what ultimately became Chapter 3 of The 
Marketing of Evil.) 

It was like blinders came off my eyes after I read 
this. I began to go to school and each day I'd see 
more and more how my generation had bought the 
lie and swallowed it. I realized that I and so many 
kids in my high school had been hoodwinked by 
MTY. There's a force out there that wants evil in my 
life and my generation's life. It's not just the fact that 
they want our money. They are purveyors of evil. 

It disgusted me to see so many of the so-called 
"coolest" and looked-up-to kids being revered when 
in fact they are suffering from a hideous identify cri
sis. Any white senior wearing a Malcolm X hat back
wards and intentionally altering his voice so as to 
sound like an uneducated black male raised in the 
ghetto is nothing but a joke to me now. The strange 
thing is, this is what my peers like and respect. 

Before I read the article, I was a prisoner of 
thinking I had to be a certain way. But reading this 
confirmed what I knew deep down, which was that 
that was the last way I needed to be. I was very im
age-conscious before I read this article and it com
pletely dispelled my desire to conform. I was com
pletely exhausted from trying to conform to the way 
everybody else was. · I realized that I no longer 
wanted my actions to be the result of believing a lie. 

I found that I lost interest in watching TV and 
ended up moving it out of my room and downstairs 
to the basement. Life suddenly took on new mean
ing. Other things became interesting to me instead of 
appearance and the never-ending quest to fit into the 
image that these marketers told me I must have. 

fou be Important 
OThe best advertising, we are told, is word of 

mouth. If you read, enjoy, and benefit from the Firm 
Foundation, how about telling others about it. If you 
recommend the paper to your friends, and they rec
ommend it to their friends, the influence of the 
magazine will be magnified, and the good it does will 
be multiplied. 

fhe New Paganism 
$Relentless attacks on America's Christian 

churches, which are steadily remolding institutional
ized Christianity to serve a new, non-Christian, 
globalist agenda. 

Indeed, the paganization of America's churches 
is well under way. This "new" religious worldview is 



sugar-coated with high-minded and universal ideals 
of environmental protection and species preserva
tion, but the ultimate agenda behind the movement 
is much darker. 

The ultimate purpose of what is sometimes 
called "green religion" is to convince the people of 
the world to embrace world governance - which for 
a free nation like America represents a massive loss 
of national sovereignty and personal freedom - for 
the supposed sake of Mother Earth ("gaia") and the 
environment. After all, it is a lot easier to administer 
world government if all people believe it represents 
their salvation, rather than tyranny. 

How is this to be accomplished? To begin with, 
assign new names to old demons. What once was 
called "paganism" has been renamed and assigned a 
new respectability as the "gaia hypothesis." The 
once-hated idea of world government has been re
named "global governance." The concept of national 
sovereignty is eroding and transmuting into the con
cept of "sovereign equality." 

"The vanguard of this movement, " explains 
Henry Lamb in "The Rise of Global Green Reli
gion," "people like James Parks Morton, James 
Lovelock, Robert Muller, AI Gore, Timothy Wirth, 
and many, many others, have been 'enlightened' 
through their biocentric belief in gaia" - the belief 
that the earth itself is a conscious, living organism -
"and therefore they know what is best fo r the planet. 
They also know that the only way to protect the sa
cred gaia is to contro l the people w ho are degrading 
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her. The only way to control the people is through 
an omnipotent government that is, at this moment, 
consolidating its power into an ever-growing bureau
cracy, now stretching around the globe, extending its 
tentacles into every corner of human life, creating de 
facto global governance." 

And guess what? Not only has this new "enlight
ened" worldview permeated Western schools and 
governments, but America's Christian churches 
themselves also are rapidly being converted to this 
new religious paradigm. 

Most Americans have no idea this is happening. 
Many don't want to know. And yet, Americans are 
the only power on earth strong enough to prevent 
global governance (Whist/eb/ower Mag). 

Porn Films and Diamond Ring 
C~iTens of millions of dollars of relief money for 

Hurricane Katrina were squandered in scams and 
poorly thought-out proj ects, U.S. government audi
tors reported yesterday. 

In one of the worst examples of waste, as many 
as 900,000 of the 2 .5 million applicants who re
ceived aid under an emergency cash assistance 
programme - which included giving $2,000 debit 
cards to evacuees - based their requests on dupli
cate or invalid social security numbers or false ad
dresses and names. 

As more than 1,300 people were killed by the di
saster, and thousands were left homeless, fraudsters 
were spending relief funds on items as diverse as por
nographic movies and a diamond engagement ring. 

The report by the Government Accountability 
Office and the homeland security department's in
spector general, Richard Skinner, said the effects of 
overcharges, poor accounting and abuses would take 
"months or years" to rectify (WorldNetNews, Feb. 
14, 2006). 

nJesus" Not We/tome 
C~iAny reference to "Jesus Christ" during a prayer 

at a government meeting is "unconstitutional. " 
That's the opin ion of the Jewish defense group 

the Anti Defamation League which is urging a 
Florida community to adopt a policy banning sectar
ian prayers making reference to any specific deities. 

"If invocations are done, they have to be, accord
ing to (a 1983) Supreme Court decision, such that 
they do not advance any particular faith or belief," 
ADL spokesman Andrew Rosenkranz told the Palm 
Beach Post. "The reason being, you try and make as 
many people included as possible so that nobody feels 

i1:~ Found;3~~ 31 



that they're being left out of any particular prayer." 
The New York-based ADL is focusing its atten

tion on Wellington, Fla., where the issue of inclusive
ness came up at the suggestion of a councilmember 
last year. 

Local clergy have been permitted to recite prayers 
at the start of village meetings, and some reportedly 
mention Jesus Christ by name (©2006 WorldNet
Daily.com). 

Washington 
OAP- A particularly bad strain of chlamydia 

not usually seen in this country appears to be slowly 
spreading among homosexual men, an infection that 
can increase their chances of getting or spreading the 
AIDS virus. 

Called LGV chlamydia, this sexually transmitted 
disease has caused a worrisome outbreak in Europe, 
where some countries have confirmed dozens of 
cases. Diagnoses confirmed by U.S. health officials 
still are low, just 27 since they warned a year ago that 
the strain was headed here. 

But specialists say that's undoubtedly a fraction 
of the infections, because this illness is incredibly 
hard to diagnose: Few U.S. clinics and laboratories 
can test for it. Painful symptoms can be mistaken for 
other illnesses, such as irritable bowel syndrome. 

And because LGV chlamydia doesn't always 
cause noticeable symptoms - right away, at least -
an unknown number of people may silently harbor 
and spread it, along with an increased risk of HIV 
transmission. 

"My feeling is that what we're seeing now is still 
the tip of the iceberg," says Dr. Philippe Chiliade of 
the Whitman-Walker Clinic in Washington, D.C., 
which diagnosed its first few cases of LGV last 
month and is beginning to push for asymptomatic 
men to be screened. 

(Editor,s note- Lauran Neergaard, who wrote 
this piece, covers health and medical issues for The 
Associated Press in Washington.) 

LA Sex Sting 
ONew Zealand director Lee Tamahori has been 

arrested in Los Angeles for allegedly offering sexual 
services to an undercover police officer - while 
dressed in drag. 
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Tamahori, 55, who made it big in Hollywood af
ter directing Once Were Warriors, is on bail after ap
pearing in a Los Angeles court this week. 

Prosecution spokesman Frank Mateljan said 
Tamahori was dressed in a black wig and off-the
shoulder dress when he approached an undercover 
police officer in Hollywood on January 8 and of
fered to perform sex for money. 

Sex ralk 
flThe bottom line is this: every day in this coun

try, young teenagers chat with strangers on the Inter
net. Sometimes, they engage in sex talk. That is 
tempting territory for teens. If the person they are 
chatting with is a predator looking to take that next 
step, the consequences can be devastating. 

fen Commandments 
$ATLANTA - House lawmakers overwhelm

ingly approved a measure Wednesday that allows 
courthouses to display copies of the Ten Command
ments, after hours of debate tinged with religious 
fervor. 
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The proposal to allow counties to display histori
cal documents on public property passed by a 140-
26 vote. 

The bill's backers said the Ten Commandments 
and other principles that guide the state's judicial 
system deserve to be publicly displayed if a county 
wishes. 

"We feel there's a real need to educate the public 
on the history and background to American law," said 
state Rep. Tommy Benton, R-Jefferson. "The best 
place to display the documents is the courthouses and 
judicial buildings in counties" (Associated Press). 

Girls 
@Despite commonly held beliefs that boys are at 

higher risk for using illegal substances, recent data 
indicate that girls have caught up with boys in illicit 
drug and alcohol use and have actually surpassed 
boys in cigarette use. More girls are also starting to 
use illicit substances than boys. And we need your 
help to raise awareness among parents in your com
munity. Although substance use among teens has 
shown steady declines in the past few years, the Na
tional Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign is urging 
parents to be aware of the vulnerabilities unique to 
girls that can lead to substance abuse. 

This email was sent by: 
National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign 
750 17th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Evolution 
@SALT LAKE CITY, Feb. 3 - Faith's domain is 

evident everywhere at the Utah Legislature, where 
about 90 percent of the elected officials are members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Prayers are commonplace, and lawmakers speak of 
their relationship with God in ordinary conversation. 

So it might be tempting to assume that legislation 
relating to the divisive national debate about the 
teaching of evolution in public schools would have a 
predictable outcome here. 

Senate Bill 96 is proving that assumption wrong. 
The bill, which would require science teachers to of
fer a disclaimer when introducing lessons on evolu
tion - namely, that not all scientists agree on the 
origins of life - has deeply divided lawmakers. 
Some leaders in both parties have announced their 
opposition to the bill, and most lawmakers say that 
with less than a month left in the legislative session, 
its fate remains a toss-up. Fp 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Gift of Faith 

guestion: Is faith a response lost people can 
choose to make to God's offer of grace? Or is 

f a gift given at God's initiative as part of God's 
grace toward man? Doesn't Ephesians 4:8 say it 
(faith) is a gift of God. 

Answer: Ephesians 4:8 may be being misunder 
.t"l.stood here, but faith is both a choice to be made 
and, in a very important sense, a choice that can only 
be made at God's initiative. 

A Voluntary Response 
Faith is a voluntary response to God's offer of grace. 

The apostolic representatives of the Christ an
swered the question of the Philippian jailor, "What 
must I do to be saved?," saying, "Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your house
hold" (Acts 16:31). 

At that time the jailor did not know who Christ 
was, what to believe about him or how to believe in 
him. But Paul and Silas "spoke the_ word of the Lord 
to him," and following repentance and baptism, "he 
rejoiced ... that he had believed in God" (Acts 16:32-
34). 

These representatives of Christ were following 
what Christ had told them to do. In the great com
mission, Jesus said, "Go into all the world and pro-
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claim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever be
lieves and is baptized will be saved; but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:15-
16). 

Thus, Christ is to be preached and a choice is to 
be set before the hearers: believe or disbelieve. 

In Athens Paul preached the gospel to pagans . 
The result was that some mocked, some procrasti
nated, and some believed (Acts 17:32-34). When the 
gospel is presented today, hearers usually make one 
of those same three choices. 

A Gih of God? 
"It" in the expression, "it is the gift of God," in Eph
esians 2:8 does not, I believe, refer to "faith." The 
whole sentence reads, "For by grace you have been 
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast" (Eph. 2:8-9). 

The phrases, "not of your own doing," "it is the 
gift of God,, and "not a result of works," all modify 
the salvation, which is received through grace. 

God does not put faith directly into our hearts ir
respective of our wills. 

All Invited 

God invites all, and anyone who wills may come (for 
example, Rev. 22: 17). The grace of God that brings 
salvation is available to all (Titus 2 : 11). The Bible ex
plicitly says that Jesus "died for all" (2 Cor. 5 :15), 
not just for a few, not just for the elect. 

"He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 
John 2:2). 

Since the grace of God and the death of Christ 
are for all, but all are not saved (Matt. 7:13-14 ), 
some response by those included and invited is nec
essarily indicated. 

Faith is that necessary response Oohn 8:24). It is 
a freely willed choice. 



The Nature of Faith 
Consider the nature of faith. 

In a Bible class, the teacher asked, "Do you be
lieve in the devil?" Every member of the class said, 
"Yes." 

If the teacher had asked, "Do you believe in Jesus 
Christ?," the answer certainly would still have been, 
"Yes." 

But would the "Yes" answers have meant the 
same thing? 

The class believes in the devil in the sense that 
they believe he exists. 

Faith in God and Christ also contains that ele
ment. "Whoever would draw near to God must be
lieve that he exists" (He b. 11 :6). "Unless you believe 
that I am he, you will die in your sins" Oohn 8:24 ). 
"If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved" (Rom. 10:9). 

There are certain facts, truths, that are to be be
lieved. Saving faith includes that. Whatever other el
ements of faith one may possess, one who does not 
believe that God raised Jesus from the dead has a se
riously deficient faith. 

To believe in Jesus for justification or salvation, 
though, involves more than just believing he exists or 
believing certain facts about him. It involves trust. 
When we trust someone, we seek out his or her di
rection and advice, and follow it. 

If two people give me conflicting directions to 
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where I want to go, it is easy to determine which one 
I believe. Watch which way I go. 

If Christ says how to be saved, how to live as a 
Christian, what kind of attitudes we ought to culti
vate, we are simply fooling ourselves if we follow 
someone else's directions while claiming to believe 
in Christ. 

I believe in the devil, but I do not trust him. 
The demons believe in Christ (Mark 1:24 ), but 

their faith is dead because it does not involve trust 
and therefore does not follow or obey Oames 2:19-
20). 

Faith is choosing to accept certain propositions 
as true, not blindly or without evidence, but based 
on testimony from sources that are proven reliable. 
Faith is choosing to trust, based on evidence that the 
one we trust is trustworthy. Faith is choosing to act 
on directions given us by the one in whom we have 
placed our trust. 

Faith at God's Initiative 

The gospel produces faith. "Faith comes from hear
ing and hearing through the word of Christ" (Rom. 
10:17). 

In thinking of "initiative," picture two parties at 
odds with one another. For reconciliation to take 
place someone must take the initiative, that is, some
one must make the first move. 

In creating the estrangement between God and 
man, man took the initiative. Man chose to sin, and 
separated himself from God. 

But make no mistake about it; God took the ini
tiative in the reconciliation. Sinful man and woman 
had no initiative to take and no power to create one. 

Those who have sinned must be constantly re
minded that they could not (cannot) devise or ac
complish their own salvation. This reminder is 
needed to keep them from trusting in themselves 
that they are righteous and to keep them from look
ing down on others (Luke 18:9). 

As God produced the gospel by his act of love, 
giving his Son to die for our sins, so he also produced 
the gospel by sending his Spirit to make it known 
through inspiration. 

It was preached verbally and committed to writ
ing. In both forms it was the word of God about the 
work of God, the good news of the gospel. 

In order to receive the benefits of the gospel the 
hearers must believe, but in order to believe they 
must hear the gospel. The power to create faith is the 
gospel. 
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Love at God's Initiative 

The gospel is the power of God to salvation to all 
who believe (Rom. 1:16). The gospel, at its essence, 
is that "Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures, that he was buried, and that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scrip
tures" (1 Cor. 15:3-4 ). 

We should love God when we hear and believe 
the good news of God's love for us. 

Jesus said, ·~nd I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself." John tells us 
what Jesus was talking about: "He said this to show 
by what kind of death he was going to die" (John 
12:32-33). The fact of his death would be a drawing 
power to bring to him those for whom he died. 

Love does not consist (first) in the fact that we 
love God but in the fact that he loved us (1 John 
4:10). That becomes the reason we love. "The love 
of Christ controls us" (2 Cor. 5:14 ). "We love be
cause He first loved us" (1 John 4:19). 

Sin Also a Choice 

Mankind stood (and stands) lost in sin and separated 
from God. This has been true since Adam sinned and 
brought death into the world, but not just because 
Adam sinned; it is "because all sinned" (Rom. 5: 12). 

Sin also is a freely willed choice on mankind's 
part. 

Neither Eve nor Adam had to eat the fruit God 
forbade. Eve was deceived, but in order to be deceived 
she had to choose to believe the serpent rather than 
God. Adam was not deceived, but followed his wife's 
example in an act of plain rebellion (1 Tim. 2:14). 

We, too, whoever we are, have knowingly and 
willfully sinned. We may be able to plead ignorance 
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or some other extenuating circumstance about some 
sins we have committed, but we also know of some 
sins we chose to commit, knowing, just as Adam did, 
that they were sins. Every honest person, I believe, 
will admit that. 

No initiative is possible from a person who has 
sinned to accomplish his or her forgiveness for sin. 
Contrary to popular belief, good deeds do not cancel 
out the guilt or the just punishment for sin. Once we 
have sinned, we have earned condemnation (Rom. 
6:23). Any good deed I can do I am obligated to do. 
Not to do it is sin (James 4: 17). Doing it, therefore, 
does not produce extra points to cancel out 
yesterday's sins. We cannot pile up a store of extra 
merits. We have no power to be anything but unprof
itable servants (Luke 17:10). 

The initiative in salvation therefore had to be 
taken by God. Thank God He took it. "For while we 
were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly ... but God commended His love for us, in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" 
(Rom. 5:6, 8). 

Conclusion 
Because of God's initiative in giving the gospel, we 
can believe to the saving of our souls. 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Htuy. • Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edus 

Church Discipline 
for Caring Christians 
The Key to Church Growth 

by Robert S. Usrey 

This book may be the first really substantial treatment 
of the subject of Church discipline in all of restoration 
literature. 334 pgs. plus a 47-pg. studyguide. pback 

Winford Claiborne says: "I have found Bob's book to 
be the best book available on the topic .... I strongly 
recommend this book to our brotherhood." 

Adron Doran, President Emeritus of Morehead State 
University. I find it exceedingly stimulating, highly 
informative and strictly biblical. This is not only a 
scholarly treatment of the subject, but it gives one a 
deeper insight into the importance of church discipline. 
Elders, deacons and evangelists will profit greatly by a 
careful reading and understanding of the sound 
approach to the critical problem associated with church 
discipline. • 

$12.00 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Directory -Missouri_ Rosenberg- Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. Raytown _ Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue San Antonio -Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (lh mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
-Alaska-

Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

- South Carolina - Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off I-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-Nonhport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
7:00p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
available p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 

minister. 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
778-8955 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

- California - Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville-.,. Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410'Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7d5 p.m. (407) 657-0657 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m;, 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
~Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged editiort) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Cuy N. Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions Involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... eKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLo2 $21.49 

54.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and Its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. ' How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
cide? Should people leaving a congrega· 
l ion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texes residents edd 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 
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Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 inches, $10 for 1·2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap· 
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tsx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there Is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures dally, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as 'noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-time preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The ability to provide supplemental income or 
outside support may be required. Contact joe 
Travis 979-864-0291, (joeftravis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yoder@oabs.org. For more information 
see: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

The Central Church of Christ of Sacramento, CA 
is accepting applications for a full-time Minister to 
work with our congregation of about 200 members. 
Ideal candidates should be married with children 
and have at least a Bachelor's degree in religious 
studies or a related field from a brotherhood school. 
He must be sou~d in the Scriptures, enthusiastic 
and committed to seeking the lost. Negotiated 
compensation will be commensurate with education 
and experience. The congregation is multi-cultural. 
Forty-five % are family units of two or more, 3 7% 
are seniors, 30% are under thirty-five years of age, 
34% are between thirty-five and sixty years of age, 
10% are high school age or younger and 8% are 
college age. Therefore, candidates must be able to 
work with diverse groups that are served by seven 
Deacons and several ministry leaders in a variety 
of programs directed by our two Elders. One 
program requires the attendance of the minister at 
a weeklong Youth Bible Camp. In addition to 
emergencies such as Hurricane Katrina, we support 
mission efforts in Africa, Canada and World Bible 
Broadcasting. After reviewing all applications·and 
resumes only the most qualified candidates will be 
granted an interview. Interested candidates should 
submit resume, narrative, references, an audio/video 
of a recent sermon to the Central Church of Christ, 
Attn: Minister Search Committee, 6755 San 
joaquin St., Sacramento, CA 95820. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for South Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, twashington5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 

Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from lufkin Civic 
Center. lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send r~sumes to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., lufkin,TX 75904 {936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-rime preacher with experience; married with 
family preferred. 75-member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

The Meridian church of Christ, in Meridian, 
Mississippi, is seeking candidates for a pulpit 
minister.Congregation consists of approximately 
100 members, with two Elders and three Deacons. 
Pay and benefits negotiable. Please email inquiries 
to Twayne Mobley at htmobley@comcast.net. 

The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 35-40 in NW Pennsylvania, is looking for a full
time gospel preacher to work with us. We can 
supply financial support of $500.00/week. If further 
income needed, it would have to come from other 
sources. This might be ideal for someone nearing 
retirement or for a retired preacher wanting to 
supplement his retirement income and still stay 
active in the lord's Kingdom. You will find an 
excellent group of Christians to work and worship 
with. We are committed to sound doctrine. For 
more information please contact Doug Bullington 
@ {814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-4335 (cell), or 
write to same@ 5163 Gibson Hill Rd., Edinboro, 
Pa 16412, or E-Mail speedbulll@aol.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-rime 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 175 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send rc!sumc! {last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

The Thomaston Road Church of Christ in Macon, 
GA is currently seeking and accepting r~sum~s for 
a full-rime Youth Minister. The preferred individual 
should have experience in youth ministry and 
possess good communication and organizational 
skills. The candidate must be willing to work with 
our elders, youth committee, parents, and other 
adults in the congregation in the continuing 
development of a sound program that will promote 
the spiritual growth of our youth. Our congregation 
has an average attendance of about 300 members 
with about 35 youth in grades 7th - 12th and 
another 30 in Kindergarten - 6th. The church 
supports Middle Georgia Christian School, located 
in our building, with an enrollment of 120 students 
in grades K3- 8th. We have four elders, one full
rime pulpit minister and eleven deacons. We are 
active in many mission fields. We are located on a 
53 acre site with an existing youth camp, just off 
Highway 74, one mile west of 1-475 on Thomaston 
Road. Interested candidates should send their 
resume to: The Thomaston Road Church of Christ, 
5859 Thomaston Road, Macon, GA 31220-5326. 
Attention: Youth Minister Search Committee 

Preachers Available 
looking for a change!!! Experienced mtmster 
leaving present pulpit aher three years. last position 
15 years. Graduate Oklahoma Christian after 
attending Freed Hardeman. Will send resum~ on 
request and will visit at your convenience. Would 
prefer Central Texas area. David Massey, 625 
Seventh St., Sealy, TX 77474. (979) 627-7537. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree {Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. Jack Evans, President, {972) 
524-3341 {Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Typesetting of gospel songs: Benny Davis, 02 
Clayton Rd., Fulton, MS 38843, 662-862-2846, 
662-401-5068 (cell), email: bsdavis@nexband.com 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 
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Troth. for Today Commentaty &ties 
A complete exegesis and application of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by faithful scholars of the churches of Christ 

Scholars within the churches of Christ are producing a complete book-by-book commentary on the entire Bible. 
Each volume in this historic work provides remarks on eve.-y verse of the text covered, and each chapter ends with 
an application section which offers suggestions for developing sermons and Bible classes. Biblical text Is New 
American Standard Bible (Updated Edition). (1D-year project- 4D-45 volumes) 

The authors are taking advantage of both ancient and contemporary historical and archaeological findings to give 
insight into the Scriptures and provide practical applications. Eddie Cloer, general editor, has taught at Harding 
University since 1976. Joining Cloer In editorial roles are Don Shackelford, Professor Emeritus of Bible at Harding 
University, where he also served as Director of lntemational Studies and Duane Warden, New Testament editor, Is 
Professor of Bible and Associate Dean of the College of Bible and Religion at Harding University. 

The Scholars 
David Anguish 
Rodney Ashlock 
Mike Case 
Carl Cheatham 
Eddie Cloer 
Sellers Crain 
Earl Edwards 

Ancil Jenkins Owen Olbricht 
Dayton Keesee Martel Pace 
Jay Lockhart Ray Paseur 
Cecil May Jr. Dennis Petrillo 
Jack McKinney Paul Pollard 
Bruce Mclarty Eugene Priest 

David Rechtln 
Coy Roper 
David Roper 
Don Shackelford 
Don Vinzant 
Duane Warden 

Edward Myers Neale Pryor 
~ 

~ • Colossians/Philemon by Owen Olbright, Bruce Mclarty •••.•••••.• ·: •••• $29.95 

~ •Isaiah by Don Sh~ckelford, Th.D., 658 pgs. ··········~··························· $29.95 
• Acts1·14 by Dav1d Roper, 558 pgs . .................................................. $29,95 
• Acts 15·28 by David Roper, 560 pgs . ................................................. $29.9&· 
• Ezekiel by Denny Petrillo, Ph.D., 711 pgs . ........................................ $29.95 
• Revelation 1-11 by David Roper, 550 pgs . ....................................... $29.95 
• Revelation 12·22 by David Roper, 488 pgs . ..................................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 1 by David Roper, 602 pgs .•........................ $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 2 by David Roper, 683 pgs .......................... $29.95 
• Psalms 1·50 by Eddie Cloer, 708 pgs . ..••...•.•..•......•.......................... $29.95 
• Study Guide for Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer .................................... $3.50 

Assists the Bible class in having an in-depth study of the Book 
of Psalms and prepares students for rich discussions of the biblical texts. 
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Idolatry and the 21 ''-century Christian 
By P. W. Anderson 

Pveccare pauci nolunt; nulli nesciunt 
"A few are unwilling to sin, everyone knows how" 

Introduction obedience), and is now repaired (by Jesus Christ) . 
Truly acceptable worship must be defined by God Any faith existing outside these parameters is 
alone as the object and enjoiner of that worship. The not, in fact, a religion since one can not re-tie what 
mind of man lacks the ability to originate what de- was never joined in the first place. Such errant beliefs 
lights the Divine. Man can only diminish what God are therefore, superstition: ''A belief, conception, act 
has set forth plainly in His inspired word by adding or practice resulting from ignorance, unreasoning 
his own convictions and interpretations. "Human fear of the unknown or mysterious, morbid scrupu-
understanding is like a false mirror which, receiving losity, trust in magic or chance, or a false conception 
rays irregularly, distorts and discolors the nature of of causation. "

4 

things by mingling its own nature with it." 1 It is only 
with the powerful insight of revelation that man may 
know truth and approach his Creator in an accept
able manner. ''And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. "2 In order to approach 
God, the barrier of sin must be removed; that great 
gulf spanned by Christ proceeding before us into 
eternal life. Obedience through belief, repentance, 
confession, and baptism is the beginning of religion 
in its truest sense. The word religion arises from the 
archaic religare meaning, "to tie again. "3 This cor
rectly assumes that a previous bond between God 
and mankind existed (Eden), was ruptured (by dis-

1 Francis Bacon, The New Organon, 1690 
2 j ohn 8:32 
J Webster's Third New lntcrnarional Dictionary , 1986 cd. 
• Ibid 
5 Ibid 
' Ibid 

Idolatry Defined 

''A representation or symbol of a deity or any other 
being or thing made or used as an object of worship. 
An image (as of a saint) used in Christian worship. 
Pretender, imposter. A false notion or conception. "5 

The latter infrequently considered definition 
arises from the Greek eidolon from which we derive 
the term idolum, defined as "a form of false think
ing, fallacy, idol."6 Clearly, idolatry results when man 
from the weakness of his own perceptions and intel
lectual conclusions seeks to impose his inventions on 
those designs for worship provided by inspiration 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Church Growth 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Every believer has a burning desire for the 
church to prosper and grow. This may 
dupe some into thinking that growth is 

everything no matter how achieved. 
We see denominational mega-churches with 

40,000 in attendance and our mouths water. 
The question that leaps to our lips is, why 

can't we do that? 
The fact is we can, but at an awful cost. 
If we resort to putting on a show to entertain the masses, the 

masses will likely show up. If we tickle itching-ears, the crowds 
may come. If we succumb to the strategy of doing what pleases 
people, we may gather many people, but the church will not have 
grown. 

What makes the church grow? 

Let's take a look at the growth of the church in•the first century ... 
this was the church's finest hour and the time of her greatest 
growth . 

It began on Pentecost A.D. 30 when the apostles of Jesus 
preached the gospel in fact for the first time. There were miracu
lous demonstrations of divine power ... the sound of the rushing 
of a mighty wind, flames of fire enveloping the apostles, and fish
ermen speaking in foreign languages (Acts 2:1-8). The power to 
save and grow was not in signs and wonders, but in truth. 1 

The miraculous confirmation of apostolic preaching was not 
the cause of growth. If it had been, all of Jerusalem would have 
converted. Stri ke ' em down by miracle was not the method of 
growth in the beginning of the gospel. If it had been, the super
natural verification of truth would have been the cause of conver
sion, instead of the very word of very God. 

The 3,000 converts on Pentecost Sunday were drawn to the 
cross by what they heard ... the preached word. Cephas was the 
keynote speaker that day. Notice the emphasis on truth expressed 
in words. 

1 If God had determined to save people by over-powering divine demonstrations of irre
sistible might, then none could have resisted. All would be saved- with or without their 
agreement . He chose, instead, to address people in words that could be believed and 
obeyed, or denied and rejected. In pro tecting the free agency of man, God allows his 
"good news" to be trampled under foot. To honor God with obedience is to "let men see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven." 



"Peter ... spake forth unto them, saying, ... give ear unto my 
words" (Acts 2:14). 

"Hear these words ... " (Acts 2:22). 
"When they heard this ... " (Acts 2:3 7). 
Peter "testified and exhorted them, saying ... " (Acts 2:40) 
"They then that received his words were baptized ... " (Acts 

2:41). 
It is obvious that the first 3,000 converts to the church were 

brought to obedience and salvation by a sermon. 
It is "God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the 

preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). 
"[T]he gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation" 

(Rom. 1:16). 
"But many of them that heard the word believed; and the 

number of the men came to be about five thousand" (Acts 4:4). 
Notice, they "heard the word ... " and grew. 

Luke emphasizes the importance of truth in church growth. 
He wrote, '~d the word of God increased; and the number of the 
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly; and a great com
pany of the priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). 

A large number of converts were made in the city of Samaria 
by the preaching of Philip (Acts 8:12). 

Peter told Cornelius and his family and friends "words ... 
whereby thou shalt be saved, thou and all thy house" (Acts 11:14 ). 

Peter says that he and the other apostles were charged "to 
preach unto the people, and to testify that this is he who is or
dained of God to be the Judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 
10:42). 

Paul and his company went on a preaching tour, visiting, 
Cyprus, Perga, Antioch of Pisidia (Paul preached the gospel, say
ing, "to us is the word of this salvation sent forth"- Acts 13 :26). 

At !conium "they tarried speaking boldly in the Lord, who 
bare witness unto the word of his grace" (Acts 14:3). 

As the word was unashamedly preached in the beginning of 
the gospel some were converted and the church grew, others were 
disdainful and turned their backs, still others initiated violent per
secution. Regardless of the reaction, the apostles kept on preach
ing the word because they knew it to be a word for all-seasons (2 
Tim. 4:2). 

At Philippi Paul preached the word to Lydia and her house
hold, resulting in a number of conversions (Acts 16:13-15). In the 
same city he preached to a jailor's family and baptized them (Acts 
16:32-33). 

The apostle also preached the risen Jesus as Judge of all to in
tellectuals at Athens, but with little success (Acts 17:22-34). 

Many of the Corinthians heard the word, believed the mes
sage, and were baptized (Acts 18:8). 

The emphasis of the church we read about in the New Testa
ment was upon teaching the saving truth of the gospel both pub
licly and privately. If large numbers were converted, they were 
glad; if the revealed word was ignored, they pressed on; if they 
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were beaten and stoned, falsely accused and misrep
resented, they continued to declare the "unsearch
able riches of Christ." Opposition, failure, and brutal 
resistance did not make them change the message, al
ter their course, soften and water-down their preach
ing, or otherwise hide their lamp under a bushel. 
They stayed the course, kept the faith, and preached 
the word with all boldness (Acts 4:43; 9:27; 13:46; 
18:26; 28:31; 2 Cor. 3:12; Eph. 6:19; Phil. 1:14). 
They were fearless and single-minded. 

If we hear the words of Jesus and do them, we 
are wise; if we hear his words and do them not, we 
are foolish (Matt. 7:24-27). Each person makes the 
choice of being either wise or foolish. 

Like Paul, we must not shrink from declaring the 
whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). 

Like Paul, we "commend" the church "to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you the inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 

"Wherefore putting away all filthiness and over
flowing of wickedness, receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But 
be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, delud
ing your own selves" ijames 1:21-22). 

The grave danger is that liberalism will dilute he 
gospel of salvation and render it impotent. This has 
been the case for 20 centuries ... and will continue to 
be the problem now and in the future. Not to see this 
is to be blind to the lessons of history, and ignorant 

4 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be savedl 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

a Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

a God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 
a Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

a A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet 2:20-22 

a Confession and prayer bring forgiveness -1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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of the warnings of God-breathed scripture (Heb. 
2:1-4). 

We have been brainwashed into believing that 
numerical success is the doorway to respect and ac
ceptance. We want to be in the mainstream. We seem 
to think that, if we grow to be the largest religious 
group on the planet Earth, everyone will like us. Our 
scholars will no longer be local-yokels, but world
class intellectuals. 

We are nervous about too much accommodation 
to the world in order to win the world, but evange
lism has always been a twin passion with restoration. 

The modern tendency is for bishops to become 
CEOs; for preachers to become managers; and for 
sermons to become talks - the shorter the better. 
Sinners are renamed "seekers." 

Growth is the new idol. Everything else must 
serve growth. 

Growth is admittedly good and every right
thinking person wants the church to grow. But at 
what cost? If growth means surrendering truth, is it 
worth it? If growth means we must abandon Jesus as 
the world's only savior and swim in a sea of compro
mise, it is fatal. 

The only growth that is worthwhile is growth 
based on a stubborn conviction of the inerrancy of 
sacred scripture and therefore absolute obedience to 
every divine command. Anything else is not growth 
but apostasy. 

If holding tenaciously to the Holy Bible means 
slow or no growth, then let us be faithful and such 
growth as is good for us will come to us. 

Involvement is important, but it must be commit-

Church History 
by John D. Cox 

A concise account of church history 
with questions for group study. 

The Christian must have an accurate knowledge 
of the Scriptures to give a reason for his hope. He 
will be prepared even better to support the truth If 
he has an understanding of the ways in which 
men have departed from the Bible through the 
ages. A study of church is valuable for this pur
pose. 96 pages, paperback 
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ment to the plain teaching of uncomplicated, saving 
truth. What we need is a revival of evangelism - a 
kind of crusading zeal ... a concerted effort to preach 
and teach the truth that makes men free Uohn 8:32). 

Pluralism and relativism eat at the vitals of our 
society and make us spiritual wimps. Schoolteachers 
tell our beloved children, from kindergarten on, that 
all critical judgment is wrong and the grown-up kids 
are, therefore, afraid to speak out against even sod
omy and abortion. 

The dictum of the day is to say that it is wrong to 
say that anything is wrong. The self-contradiction of 
this intentional silence is too obvious to need com
ment. 

Though unpopular, we need for the true-hearted 
and brave-hearted to stand up for truth and eternity. 

If you ignore Bible truth, you may get a crowd, 
but it will be inept and fruitless. 

If you get ten thousand times ten thousand to ap
plaud thrill seeking, it will still be inept ... and, in the 
final judgment, you will hear, "Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fa
ther who is in heaven. Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, 
and by thy name cast out demons, and by thy name 
do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity, (Matt. 7:21-23). 

The well-known secret for church growth is for 
every disciple to be involved in teaching others -
making opportunities for Bible study. Gather your 
family, friends, and associates (like Cornelius in Cae
sura), and preach the word. Bring others to the pub
lic worship of the church to hear the good news of 
salvation and God's scheme of redemption. Scatter 
the seed and if it falls on good ground, it will spring 
up and bear fruit to eternal life. 

If we faithfully preach the word of God, as the 
apostles did on the day of Pentecost, and 3,000 
gladly receive the word and are baptized, the joy of 
the victory in Christ would abound yet more and 
more. 

What if we faithfully preach the word, and no 
one seems to care, and none is baptized? Shall we 
run after the departing multitude crying, Please! 
Please! Come back and we will make all of you 
apostles - or at the least deacons, even the women. 
You will be involved in making all decisions and de
veloping all programs. We promise. Don't leave ... 
please don't leave. 

John 6:60-62 

60 "Many therefore of his disciples, when they 
heard this, said, This is a hard saying; who can hear 
it? 

61 "But Jesus knowing in himself that his dis
ciples murmured at this, said unto them, Doth this 
cause you to stumble? 

62 "What then if ye should behold the Son of 
man ascending where he was before?" 

John 6:66-69 

"66 Upon this many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him. 

67 "Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, Would 
ye also go away? 

68 "Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 

69 "And we have believed and know that thou 
art the Holy One of God." 
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Idolatry and the 21 51-century Christian 
(continued from page 1) 

from God. By these definitions, idolatry can plainly 
be seen as synonymous with error. Again resorting to 
the dictionary: idolater "a person that devotes in
tense or excessive and often blind affection, adora
tion, or admiration to an object not normally or usu
ally a subject of worship. "7 To the Christian, "usual" 
is that standard set forth completely and exclusively 
in the New Testament. This then leads to the premise 
that modem idolatry involves a departure in part or 
in whole, from God's revealed form, manner, and 
purpose of worship as defined solely in New Testa
ment scripture. 

Lessons from History 

History and a careful perusal of the writings of the 
classic philosophers instruct us that even in the hey
day of blatant idolatry, the educated perceived the 
image as a conduit of worship;.a representation, or 
icon, of deity; not an object itself imbued with any 
supernatural significance. Much like modem iconism 
in Catholic worship; idols were felt to enhance or 
aid in worship. Only later did this degenerate into 
the superstitious worship of material images so com
monly associated with the term idolatry as used to
day. The tendency of the Greeks to anthropomor
phize their gods received a stinging rebuke from 
Xenophanes, "vain mortals," he said, "imagine that 
gods like themselves are begotten with human sensa
tions and voice, and with corporeal members. "8 In 
Egypt, ignorance gave way to mythopoeia or myth
making thought. Faith was understood as limited in
sights into the divine, all simultaneously valid. This 
is what modernists refer to as ~tolerance." Egyptians 
did not intend their hybrid designs (man and animal) 
as renderings of an imagined reality at all, "we 
should not take the animal headed gods at their face 
value. "9 These images instead represented some as
pect of the animal felt to represent a corresponding 
aspect of the divine. When man lacks or ignores in-

7 Ibid 
1 Theosophy, Vol.27, No. S, March, 1939 
9 Henri Frankfon, Ancient Egyptian Religion, (Columbia University 

Press, 1948), p.12. 
10 Deut. 7:26 
11 jer. 6:16 
12 Acts 17:30 
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spired revelation regarding God, he almost inevita
bly resorts to mythology and its attendant descent 
into idolatry. This is the root of error. What was for
merly known as sects or cults, now is termed de
nominationalism. The origin of the departure is un
changed: ignorance, intolerance, or flagrant disobe
dience of God's commands. 

Old Testament Idolatry 

The Old Testament is a tragic chronicle of the repeti
tive departures of God's people into error, and of the 
clarion call of the prophets in renunciation of that 
departure, and in exhortation to return to the Lord's 
commands. Moses warns, "Neither shalt thou bring 
an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a 
cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, 
and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed 
thing. "10 Gradually, through ignorance and neglect, 
Israel drifted into idolatry; not completely forsaking 
the worship of God, but blending the sacred groves 
and graven images of their neighbors into an obser
vance unrecognizable and unacceptable to God and 
his true people. Periodic revivals temporarily re
versed the trend, but ultimately, the majority of the 
nation was irretrievably lost and the remainder was 
held in Babylonian captivity. From this time period 
Jeremiah still pleads with the errant, "Thus saith the 
Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the 
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls."11 Even among 
God's faithful and sincere, error could be found. 
Witness polygamy, unholy political alliances and in
strumental music. (fhe latter is referred to by Amos 
as "inventions of David.") All of these, and others, 
were tolerated to a certain degree until the fullness 
of God's redemptive plan unfolded in the New Tes
tament. "And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent. "12 In calling for repentance, God 



has ordained for himself a people separate from the 
world; who internalize his commands and strive to 
walk perfectly in his ways, tolerating no innovation 
nor addition to adulterate the pure light of his rev
elation. This is the people of whom jeremiah proph
esied in 24:7, '~d I will give them an heart to know 
me, that I am the Lord: and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me 
with their whole heart." This we see fulfilled in this 
current dispensation, as Paul notes in Hebrews 8: 10, 
"I will put my laws into their mind, and write them 
in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and they 
shall be to me a people." God's people need never 
compromise nor apologize for upholding strict com
pliance to God's commands. It is the internalization 
of God's laws, the willingness to commit to them 
with a whole heart that makes God's people accept
able in his eyes. 

Modern Idolatry 

Unfortunately, idolatry in many seductive forms and 
subtle manifestations is alive and well in the 21st cen
tury. It thrives even among professed Christians who 
have forgotten their first love and "will not endure 
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts ... heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears. "13 

The Idolatry of Tabernacles 

Many groups have erected structures of fine design 
and flawless architecture. Filled with beautiful works 
of art and breathtaking vistas, they believe these edi
fices to be imbued with a divine presence and thus 
sacred in and of themselves. "For where God built a 
church, there the devil would also build a chapel. ... In 
such sort is the devil always God's ape. "14 This is the 
idolatry of the grove. It is an abomination. "Howbeit 
the most High dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne; and 
earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me?"15 

The Idolatry of Tradition 

In a world of rapid change, the comfort of traditions 
of men is undeniable- a sense of constancy in a cli
mate of uncertainty. Family, society, and sectarianism 

13 2 Tim. 4:3 
14 Martin Luther, Colloqua Mensalia (1566) ch. 2 {translated by H. Bell 

as Martin Luther's Divine Discourses, 1652. 
u Acts 7:48-49 
16 Catechism of the Catholic Church,2"d ed., Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
17 Matt. 15:9 
II Acts 17:24 
19 Acts 10:34 

all exert a claim of human tradition on the heart and 
mind of man. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church is candid in proclaiming, "The Church to 
whom the transmission and interpretation of Rev
elation is entrusted does not derive her certainty 
about all revealed truths from the Holy Scriptures 
alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be ac
cepted and honored with equal sentiments of devo
tion and reverence. "16 This is the idolatry of the 
cult. It is an abomination. "[I]n vain they do worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men."17 

The Idolatry of Instrumental Music 
The error of instrumentalism is gaining momentum 
even within the brotherhood of Christ. Arguments 
center around the sophist contention that lacking a 
specific prohibition, God's command to sing and 
make melody in the heart can be enhanced to pro
vide greater public appeal. This is the idolatry of ad
dition. It is an abomination. "God that made the 
world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands: Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as 
though he needed anything. "18 God is not in need of, 
nor is he willing to accept, man-made devices of wor
ship including the instrument of music. This clearly 
is an addition to the commandment of "sing", adding 
an interposing man-made device to the simple act of 
raising the adoring voice in praise of God. It should 
be rejected without apology by all earnest disciples 
of the Truth. 

The Idolatry of Heroes 
Powerful personalities are often drawn to the study 
of religion. History is replete with many such men 
and women. Often admirable and instructive, the 
deeds and teaching of such individuals are never to be 
accepted without questioning and careful examina
tion. In embracing the celebrity and infallibility of any 
such person, denominationalism is born. This is the 
idolatry of mythology. It is an abomination. "God is 
no respecter of persons. "19 We are "of Christ" and no 
other. 
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The Idolatry of Entertainment 
Like ancient Rome, our culture is embracing an envi
ronment of entertainment. This seditious conviction 
has infiltrated Bible studies, Christian colleges and 
worship services. The standard of acceptance is shift
ing from, "Is it scriptural?" to "Is it entertaining?" In 
an attempt to pander to the ever fickle public, praise 
teams, abbreviated sermons, puppets, passion plays, 
and rock and roll bands have all been introduced 
into Sunday morning worship. "Only two things 
does he (the modern citizen) anxiously wish for -
bread and circuses. "20 This is the idolatry of Bacchus. 
It is an abomination. "Let all things be done decently 
and in order. "21 

Conclusion 
Those who have manifested the temerity to sound 
dissension regarding current unity movements and 
the general softening of strict doctrinal interpretation 
have been scathingly labeled "legalistic." Legalism is 
"the principles and practices characterizing the theo
logical doctrine of strict conf9rmity to a code of deeds 
and observances as a means of justification. "22 If the 
"code" is the Bible and the "observances" are the New 
Testament admonitions, then may legalism ever reign 
within the brotherhood of Christ! Christians must 
.stand firm on biblical principles; competent to dispel 
error, quick to instruct and encourage, and never fail
ing to combat idolatry and superstition in any form; 
especially when it arises within the confines of the 
Kingdom of God. Like Esther, our calling is to a con
flict here and now. The salvation of our own people 
hangs in the balance. God's purpose will be served re
gardless of our personal response, but this is an oppor
tunity to enter the fray on the side of Truth. 

"For if thou altogether boldest thy peace at this 
time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance 
arise to the Jews from another place: but thou and 
thy father's house shall be destroyed; and who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this?23 

10 juvenal, Satires no. 10, L80 
11 1 Cor. 14:40 
11 Webster's Third New International Dictionary, 

1986 ed. 801 14'b St. E 
Dickinson, ND 58601 1l Est. 4:14 
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Reasons to Do Nothing About 
the Change Movement 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

T he change movement, like a great glacier, 
continues its grinding, destructive move
ment across the face of the brotherhood. The 

majority of our people are standing, observing the de
struction, talking about it, perhaps wringing their 
hands, but doing little or nothing to stop it. One can
not help but wonder why they do nothing in the face 
of so great a danger? From correspondence with hun
dreds of brethren I have gleaned the following reasons 
for their inaction: 

• "We do not have the problem in our congrega
tion." This may be true today, but eventually the en
emy will be at your gates. 

• "We don't think we should meddle in what 
others are doing." Meddle we should not (1 Pet. 
4: 15). But we must speak the word of warning as in
structed in God's word (Acts 20:29-31). We must be 
set for the defense of the gospel (Phil. 1: 16). 

• "We are too busy doing our own work, mind
ing our own business, to worry about what others 
are doing." Would you say this if you neighbor's 
house were on fire? If dogs were attacking their 
child? We have a brotherly duty. 

• "This is just another passing fad. If we just 
leave it alone, the problem will soon die out." You 
evidently do not know the lessons of history. The 
same kind of change movement decimated the 
church a century ago. Unchecked it will do so again. 

• "We don't want to stir up trouble." You are not 
stirring the trouble. Those who are pushing their un
authorized changes are the troublers of the kingdom 
(1 Kings 18:17-18). Our job is to protect the church 
from harm (1 Tim. 6: 12). 

• "We have no right to judge others." You know 
not the scriptures. We are to judge righteous judg
ment ijohn 7 :.?,4 ). We are to look at the fruit of the 
promoters of change and draw reasonable conclu
sions about it (Matt. 7:16). 

• "These are just matters of our opinions and tra
ditions." Wrong! The changes being promoted are 
attacks against the very nature of the church of 
Christ. They challenge the Savior's message about 

salvation. They ignore warnings about going beyond 
the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9-11). 

• "We don't want to be perceived as negative." 
Are you interested in impressing men or in pleasing 
God (Gal. 1:10)? 

• ''All the energy that some spend in opposing 
such things should be directed toward positive things 
and evangelism." Is that what you would say to a 
fireman whose spends so much time and energy 
fighting against fire? 

• "We need to wait and see just where this move
ment is going." Would you wait to see what was go
ing to happen if thieves were trying to break down 
your door? If your house were on fire? 

• "We are praying about it." That is fine, but 
prayer without works is of no more value than faith 
without works Games 2:26). We must pray and he 
about our father's business (Luke 2:49). 

• "It is just another manufactured issued like 
others from the past." True the changes being foisted 
upon the church are manufactured in the minds of 
men. Our responsibility is to "be ... stedfast, unmov
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord" (l 
Cor. 15:5 8). 

• "We view this as jealousy and con1petition he
tween preachers." If you said this grows out of some 
men's desire for recognition, power, and influence, 
we would agree. But that has nothing to do with our 
opposition to their destructive movement. 

• "We think God can take care of his church. It is 
not our job to do so." If you really believed that 
there would be no need for elders or preachers, no 
need for our financial support of the church; no 
need for Bible classes for our children. God can take 
care of all such things. Such thoughts overlook the 
fact that he has told us that we need to feed and 
watch out for the flock (Acts 20:28-31 ). We arc to 

charge certain men not to teach a different doctrine 
(1 Tim. 1 :3). 

• "jesus said the church would never be de· 
stroyed, so we arc not worried." You have misintcr· 
preted his words in Mcltthcw 16:18 . .Jcsu'\ promised 
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he would build his church. Yet he knew he must first 
suffer and die. In death, his body would be en
tombed, his spirit would be in the Hadean realm. But 
that wou ld not defeat his intentions to build his 
church. He would be resurrected on the third day 
and accomplish that (Matt. 16:18). History demon
strates that congregations can be destroyed. In most 
large cities there are buildings where a church of 
Christ once worshiped and served, but something 
caused them to die out. Even all the churches in a re
gion can be destroyed. Remember that churches of 
Christ once dotted the map of Palestine, Egypt, 
North Africa, Turkey and Greece. They were all 
wiped our. Today only a handful of them exist in 
those places, all started in recent years. 

• "Change is natural. It is a constant in our world. 
Change is necessary to survival." Some changes are 
beneficial and should be made. Others are harmless 
and it matters not if they are or are not implemented. 
Some are contrary to the will of Christ, divisive and 
destructive. They must be rejected. 

• "We don't think the changes are serious 
enough to call for drastic reaction." Would you say 
that if a small cancerous tumor was found in your 
body? "A littl e leaven Ieaveneth the whole lump" (1 
Cor. 5 :6). 

• "Unity is more important than how we 
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worship or what we believe." This is a perversion of 
the will of the Master. Yes, unity is important Oohn 
17:20-21). But so are faith and worship. This is the 
same mistake of those who say that faith is more im
portant than repentance and baptism, so we will just 
teach fa ith alone for salvation. 

• "These are young Christians, they just need 
time to grow up ." Yes most of the change agents are 
young. But they are not youngsters. They are grown 
men, college educated. They are preachers and el
ders. Some are university professors. They are old 
enough to wreck and destroy the Lord's Cause. 

These and similar excuses reflect an adolescent, 
naive way of viewing the reality before us. Such 
childish, wishful thinking is all Satan needs or wants 
in order to gain the victory over us. Paul exhorts us, 
"Brethren, be not children in mind; ... but in mind be 
men" (1 Cor. 14:20). Again he said, "When I was a 
child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as 
a chi ld; now that I am become a man, I have put 
away childish things" (1 Cor. 13: 11). For our sur
vival, it is essential that we act as adults. The church 
must have leaders who will act scripturally, intelli
gently, decisively and promptly. Anything less will re
sult in disaster. 
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Holiness Movement 
Written, edited, and compiled by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Holiness churches are Protestant bodies that 
developed from the Methodist Church 
and hold as their distinguishing feature the 

doctrine that holiness, or sanctification of the indi
vidual, occurs by a second act of grace that follows 
justification and is supplementary to it. The experi
ence of holiness is also referred to as the second 
blessing. 

The National Holiness Movement came into 
being shortly after the American Civil War. Origi
nally a protest movement within Methodism, it op
posed the Methodist falling away from the emphasis 
on sanctification that John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, had developed. He had stressed original 
sin and justification by faith only and added that the 
individual may be assured of forgiveness by a direct 
experience of the spirit, called sanctification, which 
he regarded as the step leading to Christian perfec
tion. 

Although the main body of the Holiness move
ment holds that sanctification is a second work of 
grace, some groups of the Pentecostal movement, an 
outgrowth of the Holiness churches, maintain that 
sanctification is essentially the dedication of the be
liever that begins with regeneration. Moreover, sanc
tification must be evidenced by the occurrence of 
certain spiritual phenomena, such as utterances that 
are not recognizable as any known language and 
have no formal linguistic content, sometimes called 
an unknown tongue. 

It includes, but is not limited to, the Nazarene 
Church, Quakers, Shakers, Assemblies of God, and 
Pentecostal Church. The Anabaptist movement 
(baptising only adults by dipping) also influenced 
some of these groups, and they became half-breeds 
(half-Methodist and half-Baptist). We will look at 
each of these bodies briefly. 

The distinctive feature of churches in the Holi
ness Movement is "the second work of grace," which 
basically teaches that after initial salvation a person 
receives a second direct infusion of the Holy Spirit 
that will bring him to absolute perfection in this life. 
He is saved and cannot be lost, but this is only for 
the elite - the privileged minority. 

Nazarene Church 
A United States Protestant church, the product of sev
eral mergers stemming from the 19'h-century Holiness 
movement. The first major merger occurred in 1907, 
uniting the Church of the Nazarene (organized in 
California in 1895) with the Association of Pentecos
tal Churches of America (with origins in the north
eastern states from 1886 to 1896) to form the Pente
costal Church of the Nazarene. In 1908 the Holiness 
Church of Christ (with origins in the southwestern 
states from 1894 to 1905) joined the denomination. 
Later mergers brought in other groups. The term Pen
tecostal, increasingly associated with "speaking in 
tongues," a practice foreign to the Nazarenes, was 
dropped from the name of the church in 1919. 

The church government is similar to that of the 
Methodists, but local congregations have more au
tonomy. In worship there is emphasis on simplicity 
and revivalistic evangelism. In doctrine the church 
stands in the tradition of Arminian Methodism, em
phasizing God's grace, and regards its unique mis
sion to be the promotion of entire sanctification, 
which enables a person to live a sinless life, as a work 
of grace subsequent to conversion. 

Members of the church adhere particularly to 
those articles of faith espoused by the British theolo
gian John Wesley. Their chief doctrine is that of en
tire sanctification or Christian perfection. Other te
nets include the Second Advent of Christ Second 
Coming, the resurrection of the dead, and the Last 
Judgment. The sacraments of Baptism (generally by 
sprinkling, though some dip) and the Lord's Supper 
are recognized. The Bible is revered as the sole reli
gious guide. 

The headquarters of the church, a publishing 
house, and a theological seminary all are in Kansas 
City, Mo. The church also operates several colleges 
and numerous mission schools and hospitals. One 
of the larger Holiness bodies, its membership was 
more than 500,000 in the late 20m century (Source: 
Encarta and Britannica Encyclopedias). 

The creed book of the Nazarene Church is simi
lar (almost identical) to that of the Methodist Epis
copal Church USA. 
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Friends Church (Quakers) 
A group that arose in mid-17th-century England, dedi
cated to living in accordance with the "Inward Light," 
or direct inward apprehension of God, without 
creeds, clergy, or other ecclesiastical forms. As most 
powerfully expressed by George Fox (1624-91), 
Friends felt that their "experimental" discovery of 
God would lead to the purification of all of Christen
dom. It did not; but Friends founded one American 
colony and were dominant for a time in several others. 
Their numbers are now comparatively small, but 
make disproportionate contributions for social re
form. 

The rise of Quakerism: There were meetings of 
the kind later associated with the Quakers before 
there was a group by that name. Small groups of 
Seekers gathered during the Puritan Revolution 
against Charles I to wait upon the Lord because they 

~"' despaired of spiritual help either from the estab
lished Anglican Church or the existing Puritan bod
ies - Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Baptists 
- through which most of them had already passed. 
To these Seekers came a band of preachers, mostly 
from the north of England, proclaiming the powers 
of direct contact with God. Fox and james Nayler 
were perhaps the most eminent. 

Their fundamental belief is that divine revelation 
is immediate and individual. 

The cradle of the movement was Swarthmore 
Hall in northwestern Lancashire, which after 1652 
became the centre of an evangelistic campaign by 
traveling ministers. Within a decade perhaps 20,000 
to 60,000 had been converted from all social classes 
except the aristocracy and totally unskilled laborers. 
Heaviest concentrations were in the north, Bristol, 
the counties around London, and London itself. 
Traveling Friends and Cromwellian soldiers brought 
Quakerism to the new English settlements in Ireland. 

Teaching of Quakers: Quakerism emphasizes hu
man goodness because of a belief that something of 
God exists in everyone. At the same time, however, it 
recogniz~s the presence of human evil and works to 
eradicate as much of it as possible. Quakerism is a 
way of life; Friends place great emphasis upon living 
in accord with Christian principles. Truth and sincer
ity are Quaker bywords; thus, Quaker merchants 
refuse to bargain, for bargaining implies that truth is 
flexible. Emulating Christ, the Friends attempt to 
avoid luxury and emphasize simplicity in dress, man
ners, and speech. Until late in the 19th century, they 
retained certain forms of speech known as plain 

12 ~.;: Found~~~: 

speech, which employed "thee" as opposed to the 
more formal "you"; this usage indicated the leveling 
of social classes and the spirit of fellowship integral 
to Quaker teaching. 

In the administration and privileges of the soci
ety, no distinction between the sexes is made. Mem
bership qualifications are based on moral and reli
gious grounds and on the readiness of the candidate 
to realize and accept the obligations of membership. 
Meetings for worship are held regularly, usually once 
or twice a week, and are intended to help members 
to feel God's presence as a guiding spirit in their 
lives. In these meetings the members measure their 
insights and beliefs against those of the meeting as a 
whole. Because the religion of the Quakers was 
founded as a completely spiritual belief requiring no 
physical manifestation, the meetings have tradition
ally had no prearranged program, sermon, liturgy, or 
outward rites. Today, however, more than half of the 
Friends in the U.S. use paid ministers and conduct 
meetings for worship in a programmed or semi-pro
grammed manner. 

The age of quietism: The achievement of religious 
toleration in the 1690s coincided with a quietist phase 
in Quakerism that lasted until the 19th century. Quiet
ism is endemic within Quakerism and emerges when
ever trust in the Inward Light is stressed to the exclu
sion of everything else. It suits a time when little out
ward activity is demanded and when the peculiar tra
ditions of a group seem particularly worth emphasiz
ing. In the 18th century Friends had gained most of 
their political objectives. Their special language and 
dress, originally justified as a witness for honesty, sim
plicity, and equality, became password and uniform of 
a group. 

Teachings: The "public testimonies" of Friends 
from the very beginning included the plain speech and 
dress and refusal of tithes, oaths, and worldly courte
sies. To these was added an explicit renunciation of 
participation in war; within the next century bank
ruptcy, marriage out of the group, smuggling, and 
dealing in or owning slaves also became practices for 
which an unrepentant Friend would be disowned. 

The decisions of the Yearly Meeting are the high
est authority for all doctrinal or administrative ques
tions raised in any subsidiary meeting within its juris
diction. Usually no voting takes place in Quaker 
meetings; members seek to discover the will of God 
by deliberation concerning any matter at hand. As an 
integral part of Quaker doctrine, at meetings mem
bers are regularly and formally queried on their 



adherence to Quaker principles. These queries relate 
to such matters as the proper education of their chil
dren, the use of intoxicants, care of the needy, and, on 
a broader scale, racial and religious toleration and the 
treatment of all offenders in a spirit of love rather 
than with the object of punishment. Most American 
groups of Friends are represented by the American 
Friends Service Committee (AFSC), founded in 1917. 
Originally established to handle many of their philan
thropic activities, the organization today is primarily 
concerned with creating a society in which violence 
need not exist. 

There is little interest in regeneration, sanctifica
tion, and eternal life. The emphasis is primarily on 
social reform. 

Shakers 
A Shaker is a member of the United Society of Believ
ers in Christ's Second Appearing, a celibate mille
narian group that established communal settlements 
in the United States in the 18th century. Based on the 
claimed revelations of Ann Lee and her vision of the 
heavenly kingdom to come, Shaker teaching empha
sized simplicity, celibacy, and work. Shaker communi
ties flourished in the mid-19th century and contributed 
a distinctive style of architecture, furniture, and 
handicraft to American culture. The communities de
clined in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

The Shakers derived originally from a small 
branch of English Quakers founded by Jane and 
James Wardley in 1747. They may have adopted the 
French Camisards' ritual practices of shaking, shout
ing, dancing, whirling, and singing in tongues. The 
Shaker doctrine, as it came to be known in the 
United States, was formulated by Ann Lee, a textile 
worker in Manchester. "Mother Ann," as she was 
known to her followers, had a troubled marriage and 
had suffered difficulties while pregnant (she had four 
children, all of whom died young), and in 17 58 she 
converted to the "Shaking Quakers." Mter enduring 
persecution and imprisonment for participation in 
noisy worship services, she claimed a series of revela
tions, after which she regarded herself- and was so 
regarded by her followers - as the female aspect of 
God's dual nature {e.g. male and female) and the sec
ond Incarnation of Christ. She developed an elabo
rate theology and established celibacy as the cardinal 
principle of the community. 

In 177 4 Mother Ann came to America with eight 
disciples, having been charged by a purported revela
tion to establish the millennia! church in the New 

World. Settling in 177 6 at Niskeyuna (now 
Watervliet), New York, the small group benefited 
from an independent revival movement that was 
sweeping the district, and within five years it grew to 
several thousand members. 

After Mother Ann's death (1784), the Shaker 
church came under the leadership of Elder Joseph 
Meacham and Eldress Lucy Wright. Together they 
worked out the distinctive pattern of Shaker social 
organization, which consisted of celibate communi
ties of men and women living together in dormitory
style houses and holding all things in common. The 
first Shaker community, established at New Lebanon, 
New York, in 1787, retained leadership of the move
ment as it spread through New England and west
ward into Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. By 1826, 18 
Shaker villages had been set up in eight states. 

Although often persecuted for pacifism or for bi
zarre beliefs falsely attributed to them, the Shakers 
won admiration for their model farms, orderly and 
prosperous communities, and fair dealing with out
siders. Their industry and ingenuity produced nu
merous (usually unpatented) inventions, including, 
among other things, the screw propeller, babbitt 
metal, a rotary harrow, an automatic spring, a tur
bine waterwheel, a threshing machine, the circular 
saw, and the common clothespin. They were the first 
to package and market seeds and were once the larg
est producers of medicinal herbs in the United States. 

Shaker dances and songs are a genuine folk art, 
and the simple beauty, functionalism, and honest 
craftsmanship of their meetinghouses, barns, and ar
tifacts have had a lasting influence on American de
sign. The greatest example of such influence is 
Shaker furniture. 

The Shaker movement reached its height during 
the 1840s, when about 6,000 members were en
rolled in the church. It later declined, however, be
cause of changes in spiritual needs and the church's 
insistence on celibacy and its opposition to child
bearing. In 18 7 4 the society was advertising for 
members, emphasizing physical comfort as well as 
spiritual values. By 1905 there were only 1,000 
members. At the turn of the 21st century there was 
one working Shaker village, Sabbathday Lake, .near 
New Gloucester, Maine; it had fewer than 10 mem
bers. Today there are no living Shakers. 
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Assemblies of God 
Formed in 1914 in Hot Springs, Ark., by the union 
of several small Pentecostal groups. The Assemblies 
of God emphasize the centrality of the Bible in 
Christian faith and worship. Instead of sacraments, 
the Assemblies have two ordinances, baptism (dip
ping) and the Lord's Supper. Personal sanctification 
is believed to happen gradually rather than instanta
neously, and millennial doctrines dealing with 
Christ's Second Coming and the establishment of the 
Kingdom of God are of great importance. 

Although forms of worship vary, articles of faith 
include salvation through repentance and faith only 
toward the Lord Jesus Christ; baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, accompanied by speaking in tongues (ecstatic, 
inspired speech often unintelligible to listeners); di
vine healing; and the second coming of Jesus Christ. 
Each congregation is sovereign in management of lo
cal affairs. Regional matters are handled by district 
councils, and a general council is held every second 
year. A 15-member executive presbytery maintains 
offices at Springfield, Missouri, home of the interna
tional headquarters of the group. In the late 1990s the 
denomination had approximately 11,900 churches 
and 2,530,000 members in the United States. 

Pentecostalism 
Latter Rain revival: early name for the Pentecostal 
movement within U.S. Protestantism; it began in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries in Tennessee and 
North Carolina and took its name from the "latter 
rain" referred to in Joel 2:23. The Bible passage 
states that the former (fall) rain and latter (spring) 
rain were poured down from God. These rains 
marked the beginning and end of the Jewish harvest. 
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According to Pentecostal interpretation, the "former 
rain" referred to speaking in tongues during the first 
Christian Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was 
poured down on the followers of Christ, and the "lat
ter rain" referred to a second period, when people 
would again receive the Holy Spirit and speak in 
tongues as a sign that the Second Coming of Christ 
would soon occur. 

There are several divisions of the Pentecostal 
Church- some believe that there are three persons 
in one Godhead, and others say that is only one per
son who has the God nature. The former baptize in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the 
later baptize in the name of Jesus only. 

Conclusion 
There are approximately 25 other .Holiness type 
churches in America. Holiness churches are generally 
characterized by belief in the experience· of holiness 
or Christian perfection. Adherents claim to reach 
this perfection by an "infilling of the Holy Spirit," as 
evidenced by "speaking in tongues" (ecstatic utter
ances- unintelligible to listeners). This type utter
ance is unknown in the Bible, except for its possible 
use in idol temples, which is condemned. 

The theology of Pentecostalism is drawn princi
pally from Methodist and Baptist tenets. Pentecostal 
groups universally accept no one body of doctrine. 
They hold certain beliefs in common, however, such 
as the premillennial second advent of Christ and the 
imminence of that second coming. Uncontrolled 
emotional behavior often accompanies the "speaking 
in tongues," and most groups practice divine super
natural healing. Baptism, usually by immersion, and 
the Lord's Supper are the two practices usually ob
served; many Pentecostal groups practice foot wash
ing as a religious ritual. 

All Holiness type churches hold to the doctrine 
of inherent total depravity, salvation by grace alone 
through faith only, baptism as a sign or symbol of sal
vation (although the United Pentecostal-Church does 
baptize adults for the remission of sins)~ Some teach 
once saved always saved, and others.~~y the saved 
can fall from grace and be lost. There is confusion 
and disagreement over the teaching of ·election and 
reprobation. Holiness groups make the· same basic 
errors in Bible teaching as the Baptists. and Method
ists. (See Stephen Wiggin's article on Pentecostalism 
in this issue of the paper). ' · P.O. Box 690192 

Ho~!on, TX 77269 
Fp 



Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct- merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, !IO!lQ. with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Crurx::il.ofChl.nch:s, arrl pen ate gli:alizati:n ofa.Jlcir.il.g:J\ ents, arrl wad:l collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justifi~~tion (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
81 Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(Immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Prodding the Pentecostals 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Somebody wants to know if I, as a gospel 
preacher, am empowered with the ability to 
perform miracles. The answer to this question 

is no. I cannot now nor do I ever expect to be able to 
perform miracles in connection with my preaching 
of the gospel. In fact, there is not a preacher alive to
day who can duplicate the miracles that we read of 
on the pages of the New Testament. The miracles 
that were characteristic of Christ's apostles were 
genuine works of divine, supernatural activity. Of 
these, we accept without doubt or quibble. 

The purpose of these miracles performed by the 
apostles was to "confirm" the gospel message as it 
was orally proclaimed by inspired men (Mark 16:15-
20; Heb. 2:3-4). This was during a time in which the 
truth of God's word was progressively being re
vealed through the apostles Uohn 16:13). The New 
Testament scriptures had not yet been written. The 

· first book of the New Testament was not written un
til some 20 years after the church began. The only 
way humankind had access to the gospel initially was 
by the oral proclamation of inspired preachers. 
Thus, God empowered these preachers with both the 
ability to preach by inspiration and to corroborate 
miraculously that the message, which they preached, 
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originated with God and not themselves. This mi
raculous proof was necessary in the absence of the 
written will of God and while God was revealing "all 
truth" over about 40 years. 

The miraculous gifts ceased when the word of 
God was revealed and written. We no longer need 
miracles. They served their purpose and ceased just 
as the apostle anticipated (1 Cor. 13:8-10). During 
the first century inspiration was in men and inspired 
preachers proclaimed God's revelation as it was 
given to them directly by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 
10:19-20; Acts 2:4). In the 21't century, however, 
there are no inspired preachers. Today inspiration is 
in the Bible which is composed of inspired scriptures 
(2 Tim. 3: 16-17). In the first century, inspired 
preachers proved they were proclaiming God's mes
sage by working miracles in conjunction with their 
preaching. Today a preacher proves he is pro~laim
ing God's inspired message by giving book, chapter, 
and verse from the Bible. 

A Former Challenge 

I recently came across the following article that ap
peared in Newsweek on Feb. 21, 1955, over 50 years 
ago. 

$1,000 Reward! 

"For four days, a large advertisement ran in three 
leading papers of Phoenix, Ariz., signed by the minis
ters of eight churches of Christ; the ad stated that 
'Miracles ceased with the death of the last apostle,' 
and that the ministers stood ready with dollars and 
dialectics to disprove any present-day (miraculous 
divine healing). 

"The cause of the ministers' irritatio·n-was a tent 
meeting conducted by the Rev. Oral Roberts, a Pen
tecostal Holiness evangelist who claims the power of 
faith healing and runs old-fashioned revivals. He had 
moved to Phoenix for ten days. 

"Mr. Roberts told his audiences, in reference to 
the ministers' challenging ad: 'We can claim the re
ward any time. We've won it again and :again.' Last 
week, however, Oral folded his tent and left Phoenix 
without claiming the $1,000" (emphasis supplied). 



This is an example of how the brotherhood of 
the churches of Christ challenged the false doctrines 
of their day some 50 years ago. This was one reason 
at that time the church was the fastest growing 
religious group in America. Brethren as a whole were 
not afraid to expose aggressively the religious fakes 
and to do so publicly in the local newspapers. Times 
have changed! What a difference nowadays with 
weak and timid brethren who, in too many places, 
are void of knowledge and conviction concerning 
matters religious. Many preachers are nothing more 
than educated spiritual wimps, bloated with secular 
wisdom but short on knowledge of a "thus saith the 
Lord." 

There is no way you could fight the Pentecostals 
today like they did back then without having to first 
fight your own ultra-critical and hyper-sensitive 
brethren. Many of our liberal and lukewarm breth
ren today would more quickly sympathize with the 
Holy Rollers before they would uphold the hands of 
a preacher who would challenge the Pentecostal er
rors. In fact, many of our brethren today who clamor 
for a direct operation of the Holy Spirit would have 
more in common with the Pentecostals than the 
brethren who offer the challenge. 

A Current Chtdlenge 

No Pentecostal preacher is working miracles today. I 
know there are some who claim God is working 
through them in miraculous fashion. I am confident, 
however, that these self-appointed apostles are really 
fakes, and their claims are bogus. In the first century 
Christ's apostles instantaneously healed the blind, 
crippled, deaf, and dumb. The sick and diseased 
were healed miraculously and immediately made 
whole with no need for a period of convalescence. 
On occasion, they raised the dead. All of these 
miracles were actual and real supernatural acts of 
God whereby he transcended his own laws of nature. 
In fullness of faith, I accept without hesitation every 
miracle recorded on the pages of the Bible. I believe 
they happened in exactly the way recorded in God's 
holy writ. . 

Miracles like these performed by the hands of the 
apostles, however, are not being duplicated today by 
Pentecostal preachers. They cannot do what the 
apostles did. When the apostles worked miracles, it 
was obvious to the whole community and even the 
enemies of truth could not deny it (Acts 4:16). This is 
not the case today. I can prove it beyond any doubt. 
Here is what I propose: Let the Pentecostals select 

from anywhere in the world the best "miracle 
worker" among them, a man or woman in whom they 
believe God is working. Let us set an appointed time 
to meet at the cemetery of their choice anywhere in 
North America. I will allow my Pentecostal friend to 
select the grave of his choice. 

We will request the local funeral home director 
to verify that indeed a corpse occupies the selected 
grave beneath. This verification is necessary as I 
don't want the Pentecostal people to think I'm trying 
to cheat them out of a victory. Let us then advertise 
the event as widely as possible that the public may 
attend. At the appointed time and place all interested 
may assemble while my Pentecostal friend prays for 
the deceased to come out of the grave. Simulta
neously I'll pray for the dead to remain in the grave. 
No one will have to say anything. The results will be 
obvious to all. If our Charismatic friends are success
ful, and can duplicate what the apostles did, it will 
become national news overnight. If the Pentecostals 
accept this challenge, I am fully confident they shall 
utterly fail. Any takers? 
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(Editor's note: A few months ago we printed an article by William R. Freeman, who is not a "free man, •.. 
he is an inmate in the Texas Prison System, but he is not idle. Long ago he made the decision that he was not at 
liberty to go to some distant place and preach the gospel, so he would preach it where he was- where he had to 
be. He could not change his environment, but he could improve on his opportunities. He made the jailhouse his 
mission -a convict missionary in a penitentiary. His prison mission field was "white unto harvest, and he has 
personally converted more than 200 of his fellow inmates- you read that right- 200. Twenty years in prison 
and 200 souls brought to the Master. When Freeman goes to meet his Savior, he will not be empty handed, but 
will lay his trophies down at jesus' feet. I marvel at William Freeman's courage, humility, devotion, and dedica
tion. I devoutly wish that all God's children could come "rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.,, Thank you, Bill, 
for another thought-provoking article. By the way, Freeman is coming up for parole consideration soon •.. if 
you can help him ... do it!) 

Is It Vain to Preach in Prison? 
By William R. Freeman #460307 

I t has been reported, with some justification, that 
prison religion is worthless, and simply a ploy 
convicts use to extort money from good Chris

tian people. 
Further, that these con men tote their Bibles 

through the parole process, and as they pass through 
the gates to freedom deposit them in the nearest trash 
can. Sadly, all too often, this is true. 

The gospel in prison, a wasted effort? You decide, 
but before you do let's go to the Great Teacher and 
see what Jesus says on the subject: 

"Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me" (Matt. 25:34-3 7 ESV). 

I have heard brethren argue that the prisons Jesus 
refers to were prisons that required inmates to fur
nish their own food and clothing, and without out
side help they would perish. 

They assert that modern prisons furnish all these 
things; consequently, the heavenly fiat does' not apply 
to modern prisons. 

This is a dangerous quibble, and definitely not 
supported by scripture. It also assumes that the 
Lord~s concern for prisoners was limited to the physi
cal realm only. 

Scripture does say to those who choose to ignore 
the Lord's clear instructions: 
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"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart 
from me, you cursed into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will 
answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison and did not minister to you?' 

"Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say 
to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.' And those will go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life" (Matt. 25:41-46 ESV). 

Jesus knew that a man is never more in need of 
the gospel than when he is in prison. He is locked in 
a cage, stripped of all dignity and comfort, often 
without hope, and vulnerable to either Satan's wiles 
(Eph. 6:11) or the saving gospel, the power of God. 
(Rom. 1:16) 

All too often the prince of this world (Eph. 2:2) 
claims convicts before they have a chance to hear 
the truth of the gospel. 

Jesus had no quibble about the thief on the cross 
entering Paradise (Luke 23:43), for a man does not 
forfeit his opportunity to inherit the kingdom be
cause of his "rap sheet.'' 

I have been imprisoned 19 years and for over 16 
of those years I have taught the gospel in 6 prisons. I 
have seen the gospel change lives, including my 



own, and been blessed to watch God work his 
mighty increase (1 Cor. 3: 7) in those I have taught 
and baptized. 

It is true that some of them were not sincere, 
were wolves in sheep's clothing (Matt. 7: 15), but it is 
also true that the great majority of them are now free 
and living Godly lives in the "free world." 

It always saddened me deeply when one of our 
brethren departed from the faith and returned to the 
world (2 Pet. 2:22). It was during one of these down 
times that I spoke with my free-world mentor, and 
friend, brother Bill Looney. I was lamenting the fact 
that some of our brothers were lost and wondering if 
all the work was worth the results. I will never forget 
what he told me. 

"Brother Freeman, what do you think, consider
ing all the work, sacrifice and disappointments 
you've experienced teaching the gospel in prisons, 
how many true conversions would it take to make 
you feel your time wasn't wasted effort?" 

I told him I'd never really thought about it quite 
like that, "but I guess just one would be enough." 

He smiled and said, "You're learning, of course 
we can never be content with just one, but if we can 
save just one precious soul from eternal punishment, 
there is no toil too great, no price too high." 

It was not too long after this talk with brother 
Looney that I received the sad news that my appeal 
had been denied, I would have to remain in prison at 
least 10 more years. 

As it turned out it was also my night in the rotation 
to preach. It was not easy to prepare my sermon for all 
I could think about was how sad my children were 
going to be about my appeal being turned down. 

That night I preached my sermon and was de
lighted to see a young man answer the invitation. I 
was happy to baptize him into Christ. My joy was 
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short lived though, for the image of my children kept 
intruding into my thoughts. 

Mter worship services ended and everyone left, I 
stayed behind to have some quiet time and to pray. I 
poured out my complaint to the Father for not inter
vening in my troubles, for after all, hadn't I served 
him and earned his personal response? I knew better 
than to have these thoughts. Self pity is an ugly 
thing, and I was being ugly. 

It was dark when I left the chapel. I walked 
across the recreation yard toward the building where 
I lived and as I approached the stonewall where in
mates played handball a voice in the dark brought 
me to a stop. 

It was the young man I had baptized earlier; he 
had been waiting for me to come out. He asked me if 
I could spare him a few moments. I leaned against 
the stonewall and asked what was on his mind. 

He said, "I just want to tell you good-bye, and to 
thank you for the Bible studies and for the sermon 
tonight. It touched my heart and brought me for
ward." 

I asked him where he was going and he said, "I'm 
being shipped to another unit brother Freeman. 

"I have AIDS. 
"I'm dying. 
"I won't live much longer, but you've given me 

the words I needed to hear and I'm not afraid any
more." 

With tears in his eyes, he thanked me. We em
braced and then he turned and left and I saw him no 
more. 

My back still against the stonewall, I slid down 
onto the concrete slab and cried, long and hard, for I 
was ashamed of my self pity. I thanked God for his 
longsuffering of fools like me and realized that ev
erything I ever had to do to continue teaching the 
lost in prison I would do, and never complain again. 

The gospel in prison a wasted effort? You decide. 
Later another young man approached me and 

said, "I've been studying the Bible with Frank, a Pen
tecostal teacher (who was also an inmate), but I'm 
not sure I believe all that he is teaching. A friend told 
me I should study with you and see what you teach. 
Would that be all right with you?" 

I told him that would be great, and we agreed to 
meet later in the day for a two-hour Bible study. At 
the appointed time, he showed up, along with Frank, 
who insisted on sitting in on the study, promising not 
to interrupt but just listen. 

We went to the gym and sat on mats, and I 
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shared with both of them the truth of the gospel. 
Five hours later, we closed our Bibles and Frank said, 
"I have been so wrong. I have taught so many people 
wrong. How can I ever undo it all?" 

I was very impressed with Frank, his love of the 
truth, and his honesty. He attended every Bible study 
I held, and a month later, I baptized him and his 
former student into Christ. 

When Frank made parole, he entered one of our 
preaching schools and two years later graduated. 

Imagine how proud of him I was when he visited 
our worship service at the prison and preached for us 
- once a prisoner, and now a gospel preacher. 

There are so many similar stories any teacher 
within these walls could share with you, but these two 
have always been special to me. When I wonder if the 
work is a wasted effort, I think of these two men. 

McConnell Unit 
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Concern for Children 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

I n the United States more money ($350 billion a 
year) is being spent on education per child than 
in any country in the world. Classrooms are 

better equipped and teachers are better paid than in 
most other countries, yet students lag behind other 
nations of the world in math, science, geography and 
some other subjects. 

During my visits in Russia, I saw classrooms and 
equipment, many of which would have been substan
dard even in the forties in the USA. Teachers are 
among the lowest paid employees in Russia even 
though they teach long hours each day. University 
students spend 30 to 40 hours a week in class, com
pared to 16 to 18 for students in the USA. Russian 
students were respectful, quiet, and orderly from the 
lowest grades to the graduate level. They excel our 
students in numerous fields of study. 

USA Children 
In the USA teachers, who have been in the class
rooms for very many years, complain about the 
present unruly, disrespectful, rowdy, and undisci
plined students. In many schools teaching has be
come difficult because of the lack discipline, interest, 
and motivation. 

One reason schools have changed is because the 
goals of past educational institutions and Bible prin
ciples are being ignored. Many schools in the early 
years of our nation were founded in order to provide 
religious education. 

• Harvard University, the earliest in this country 
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was founded in 1636 by the Puritans in order to pre
pare children to read the Bible. 

• Yale University, first called Collegiate School of 
America in 1701, later charted Yale College in 1745, 
was begun for religious training by 10 clergymen. 

• Princeton University, charted in 1746 as Col
lege of New Jersey, named Princeton in 1896, was 
established by the "New Light" Presbyterians to train 
ministers. 

The McGuffey Eclectic Reader, published 1936, 
37, 44, 57, which sold over 122,000 million and was 
widely used in public schools, was by the author ad
mittedly based on Bible teaching. These readers 
influenced the thinking of millions of students. Be
fore the cry for separation of church and state, many 
public school assemblies included speeches by local 
preachers, prayers, pledge of allegiance, and some
times Bible reading. The atmosphere of schools has 
changed because administrators have been forced to 
move away from religious principles and moral prac
tices. 

Corred Principles 
Children that are educated without spiritual and 
moral guidance may become well educated but will 
also be unprincipled, immoral, and unspiritual. The 
Bible points the correct way to develop children. 
They are to be: 

• Taught God's word (Deut. 4:10) during all ac
tivities of the day (Deut. 6:6-9; 11:19, 20; 31:12, 13) 

• Discipli~Jed properly (Prov. 13 :24; NKJV) 



• Chastened while there is hope (Prov. 19:18) 
• Trained in the way they should go (Prov. 22:6) 
• Punished with the rod of correction (Prov. 

22:15; 23:13; 29:15) 
• Corrected when wrong (Prov. 29: 17) 
• Brought up in the nurture and admonition of 

the Lord (Eph. 6:4) 
Almost all schools in the past administered physi

cal punishment to those who violated their rules. In 
1963 my mother, a public school teacher, was given 
a paddle by the principal who told her she was ex
pected to use it. She experienced few disciplinary 
problems. 

Insights Into Today's Problems 

In an article in the magazine, Tomorrow's World, 
January-February, p. 16-21 (I do not endorse the 
doctrine expressed in this magazine.), appeared an 
insightful article, "Classrooms in Chaos," by Douglas 
S. Winnail. The ideas and quotations below are taken 
from this article. 

Winnail gives the following reasons for the mod
ern negative influences that have impacted children: 

• Parents can be the source of the problem. The 
work schedule of both parents, single parent homes, 
live-in situations, families wrecked by divorce, and 
parents with wrong goals and emphasis has contrib
uted to the failure to properly train children. More 
and more parents are taking their children to sports 
activities, while fewer and fewer of them are taking 
them to Bible classes. "Parents who spend hours 
watching sports, soap operas and bizarre characters 
on talk shows are unlikely to rear children with high 
aspirations toward academic achievement and excel
lence." p. 18. 

• Mass media has bombarded children with 
filthy examples and have helped create an environ
ment that is hostile to spiritual teaching. " ... children 
are exposed to a constant barrage of angry, vulgar 
and obscene song lyrics, while films and television 
glorify violence, promote immediate self-gratifica
tion and constantly portray divorce and illicit sex as 
normal and exciting!" p. 18. 

• Multiculturalism has wielded a negative influ
ence on children because of the concept that the val
ues, or lack of values, of all cultures are equal. 
"Many educators have swallowed the politically cor
rect yet naive notion of multiculturalism - that all 
cultures ~re of equal value. Yet cultures that condone 
oppression, murder, rape, ritual killings, voodoo, 
mysticism, ignorance, and corruption are not of the 

same value as a culture that prizes honesty, reason, 
freedom, progress, and informed faith in a real God" 
p. 19. 

• School educators have added to the moral 
decay of children. "Teachers who claim that all val
ues are relative- that there are no absolutes and no 
right or wrong and that people create their own 
truth- are simply spouting nonsense!" They have 
"succeeded in producing a generation of students 
who have no morals, no character, no aspirations, no 
respect for law or authority, and no respect for adults 
and no real hope in the future .... Pliny the Elder, ob
served nearly 2,000 years ago, that 'what we do to 
our children, they will do to society"' p. 20. 

Conclusion 
Children are under constant pressure to conform to 
the world around them. They are influenced more by 
worldly media and peer pressure than by adults. This 
is especially true of teens who have a herd mentality, 
which motivates them to do what is considered 
"cool," especially among their friends. Most children 
desire to practice what the dominant element among 
them condones, even if it is contrary to family stan
dards and their own principles. The problem is that 
in most communities the number of their peers who 
stand for good is not as great as the number of those 
who are under the influence of evil. Christians need 
to train their children to live a positive dedicated life 
for Christ and to reject the pressures of the world, 
the sinful environment around them (Rom. 12:2). 

"Do not be deceived: 'Evil company corrupts 
good habits" (1 Cor. 15 :33). 

The constant barrage of the worldliness of the 
present age is probably greater than any time in the 
history of the world. The far-reaching nature of the 
media, which is available to children wherever they 
are, can constantly confront them with the evil influ
ence of the world whether in the home, school, com
munity, and everywhere they go. 

Parents, Bible class teachers, preachers, elders, 
and every Christian should be concerned enough for 
the children to do what they can to help them to be 
faithful to God. They should be a good influence by 
being, "Blameless and harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 
world, holding fast the word of life" (Phil. 2:15-16a; 
NKJV). 305 W. Maryland Ave. 

Sherwood, AR 72120 
FF 



Is the "Gospel of Judas'' True? 
By Gary Young 

www.scriptureinhistory.org.au 

I n April 2006, the National Geographic Society of 
Washington DC held a press conference in 
which they announced the coming publication 

of a document they called the Gospel of Judas. This 
document, they stated, would be published in En
glish translation (Kasser et al. eds. 2006), as well as 
being the subject of the Easter edition of National 
Geographic magazine, and a DVD and television 
documentary to be produced by the National Geo
graphic Society. 

In both the press conference itself and in resulting 
press coverage, the Gospel of Judas is presented as a 
dramatic and important discovery which, like the 
(equally fictitious) "Da Vinci Code" threatened the 
"official" doctrine of the church by presenting anal
ternative account of the gospel story. In this one, we 
are told, Judas Iscariot, the betrayer of Jesus in the 
canonical Gospels, is seen as the hero and one who 
was given more revelation and played a more signifi
cant part than any of the other apostles. In this ac
count, Judas hands Jesus over to the Jewish authori
ties only because Jesus himself had instructed him to, 
rather than because of his greed as is portrayed in the 
canonical gospel accounts (Luke 22~1-6;John 12:4-6; 
Acts 1: 16-18). In the press reports this new document 
is described as "giving new insights into the relation
ship between Jesus and the disciple who betrayed 
him" and being "deeply troubling for some believers" 
(Wilford & Goodstein 2006). It has also been de
scribed as a "more positive portrayal of Judas" 
(Gugliotta & Cooperman 2006, A1 0). 
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Is this in fact the case? Does the Gospel of Judas 
really undermine and invalidate the traditional Gos
pel account of the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ? 
Should this document cause Christians to re-evaluate 
their faith, and does this document give any valuable 
insight into the relationship between Christ and Ju
das Iscariot? In this preliminary article it is intended 
to provide some answers to these immediate ques
tions, and determine whether the Gospel of Judas 
does provide Christians with any cause for concern. 

The History of the Gospel of Judas 
In actual fact, scholars have always been aware that 
there was a document called the Gospel of Judas and 
had some limited knowledge of its basic content. The 
early Christian writer Irenaeus mentioned it in his 
work Against Heresies, in which he .. attacked the vari
ous unbiblical doctrines which were being taught by 
different groups in his time. Writing in about A.D. 
180, Irenaeus describes a group called the Cainites 
who revered various characters in the Bible including 
Cain, Esau, Korah, and Judas whom the biblical text 
described as evil. This Gnostic sect, Ire.naeus tells us, 
taught that these people were all doing God's will, 
and in reference to Judas he informs us that: 

They claim that the betrayer Judas was well 
informed of all these things, and that he, 
knowing the truth as none other, brought 
about the mystery of the betrayal ... they pro
duced a spurious account of this sort, which 
they call the Gospel of Judas (lrenaeus Adv. 
Haer. I. 31. 1). 

When this statement is compared to the text 
which has recently been published (see below) there 
is little doubt that the two "Gospels" of Judas are 
one and the same document. 

The manuscript now under discussion. was un
covered in cave near El-Minya in Egypt it~ the late 
1970s, in an area in which Gnostic groups such as 
the Cainites are known to have been particularly 
strong in the second and third centuries A.D. Nu
merous collections of Gnostic texts dating from this 
period, including the famous Nag Hammadi, library, 



have been uncovered in Egypt. These contain numer
ous false Gospels and other pseudepigraphicallitera
ture produced by these various Gnostic groups, 
many of which are known to Irenaeus and other 
writers of the period. 

After many vicissitudes and languishing for many 
years in a safety deposit box in the U.S.A., the codex 
was finally purchased for preservation and publica
tion in 2004. The codex consists of 62 papyrus pages, 
and contains numerous other Gnostic texts and other 
writings from the period on its pages in addition to the 
Gospel of Judas. The text itself is in the Coptic lan
guage, almost certainly translated from Greek origi
nals. The codex has been dated by Carbon 14 dating 
and by palaeographic techniques, and found to date 
from approximately A.D. 300. The Gospel of Judas 
itself of course must have been written well before 
this to have been mentioned by Irenaeus in A.D. 180: 
New Testament scholars H.C. Puech and B. Blatz, 
writing without knowledge of the new codex, be
lieved that the Gospel of judas would have been writ
ten at some time between A.D. 130-170 (Puech & 
Blatz 1992:387). The National Geographic Society 
has announced that at the completion of their studies 
the codex will be donated to and housed at the Coptic 
Museum in Cairo, Egypt. 

The Nature and Significance of the Gospel of Judas 

The opening words of the Gospel of judas instantly 
confirm Irenaeus' identification of it as a Gnostic 
document. The opening words are: "The secret ac
count of the revelation Jesus spoke ... to Judas 
Iscariot." These words and terms like them are ex
tremely common among Gnostic literature. Gnostics 
taught that there was a special secret knowledge (the 
term Gnostic comes from the Greek gnosis, "knowl
edge") that was communicated over and above the 
revelation that was communicated in the Bible. The 
nature of that knowledge varied greatly amongst the 
different Gnostic sects, but was almost invariably 
characterized as "secret" and/or "hidden," which the 
Gnostic text or sect now purported to reveal. 

These Gnostic documents come from at least the 
second century A.D., at the time the Gnostic sects 
were rapidly expanding. There is no evidence that 
any of these texts were in existence before about 
A.D. 130, and therefore they were all written well 
after the writing of the canonical Gospels. While 
they are useful for determining the doctrines and 
practices of these sects, they reveal to us nothing 
about the origins of Christianity and the doctrines of 

the first century A.D. church (McKechnie 2001, Ch. 
1). There is therefore no reason to assert that the 
Gospel of Judas can tell us anything about the belief 
or practice of the mainstream church of the first cen
tury A.D., or of the historical reality of Judas and his 
relationship with the Lord. 

Irenaeus is frequently derided for allegedly sup
pressing "alternative" accounts of the beginnings of 
Christianity while promoting the Gospel accounts 
that were later accepted as canonical. This idea is re
lated to the concept that the church determined the 
canon of Scripture, accepting some books while re
jecting other equally important books. While the 
theory might sound good, the fact is that Irenaeus 
and others defended and promoted the canonical 
Gospe ls and rejected other books (including the Gos
pel of judas) not because of doctrinal preference but 
because of the evident superiority of the canonical 
books. While the canonical Gospels are attested 
from a very early stage and are cited and attested in 
early Christian writings in the late first and early sec
ond centuries A.D., the Gnostic writings are unat
tested in this period. While the canonical Gospels 
enjoyed widespread acceptance among all the early 
churches, the Gnostic documents generally did not 
receive acceptance from any but the Gnostic sect that 
originated them. There is no evidence whatever that 
the Gospel of judas ever received any acceptance be
yond the narrow and rather strange Cainite sect. 

Besides its contradiction of the canonical Gos
pels' accounts of the betrayal of Christ and its lack of 
attestation and acceptance among the early Christian 
community, there are several other pertinent points 
to ask about the Gospel of judas. As it purports to be 
a secret account of a conversation between Jesus and 
Judas (but is written in the third person, indicating it 
was written by neither), we might pertinently ask 
who was it that did write it? If it were an historical 
account, how would the details of this secret conver
sation be known to anyone but Jesus and Judas, nei
ther of whom could have written the book? This 
brief account is difficult to regard as a remotely his
torical work - it is quite evident that it can teach us 
nothing about the actual betrayal and crucifixion of 
Christ. 

Essentially, Irenaeus rejected the Gospel of Judas 
for very good reason - it is a late and unhistorical 
production of a fringe Gnostic sect which was char
acterized by some very unbiblical beliefs. We can 
learn a good deal about the beliefs of some Egyptian 
Gnostics in the second century A.D., but we cannot 
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regard it as a legitimate viewpoint of what was be
lieved about Judas in the churches of Christ in the 
early Christian period, let alone an account of the 
truth about Judas Iscariot and his role in the betrayal 
and crucifixion of the Lord. 

Conclusion 
Evidently, then, the Gospel of Judas, while being an 
interesting document which tells us much about the 
Cainite and other Gnostic sects in Egypt, tells us 
nothing about the relationship between Christ and 
Judas, and in no way overturns or even threatens 
what some are pleased to call the "official" or "tradi
tional" viewpoint of the betrayal of Christ as por
trayed in the canonical Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. 

Sadly, the desire for an attention grabbing head
line sometimes tends to overshadow the cold hard 
facts in matters of religion and history. Such ideas as 
presented in fantasy like the Da Vinci Code encour
age people to imagine a secret and concealed truth 
which was suppressed by the early church. There is 
much of this sort of thing in the media hype sur-

rounding the publication of the Gospel of Judas. 
While it may appeal to conspiracy theorists to imag
ine that the church has suppressed an equally valid 
alternative history, the fact is that the Gospel of Judas 
was rejected by the early church because it was just 
what Irenaeus said it was: an unhistorical, late and 
entirely imagined document which was produced by 
and served the interests of a small and highly unusual 
heretical sect of the second century A.D. In no way 
should it cause any Christian to reject the biblical ac
count, because it is evidently inferior in every way to 
the historical accounts of the canonical Gospels. 
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The Church of the Wheel 
By Frazier Conley 

''Were we then in our Church constitution and managements, to exhibit a complete conformity to the apos
tolic Church, would we not be in that respect as perfect as Christ intended we should be?" (Declaration and 
Address, Thomas Campbell) 

! recently moved into a community and began at 
tending the only congregation in the area. They 
seemed just like the New Testament churches 

with which I had always been familiar. I was happy. 
However, one Sunday before long they brought out 
from the back of the auditorium a "prayer wheel." 
They announced proudly that they used the prayer 
wheel at least once a month. The preacher submitted 
a prayer for the device, and then began to spin it 
around and around. 

Following services, I approached the leaders of 
the congregation about the matter. I pointed out the 
teaching of scriptures. A prayer was supposed to come 
from the heart - not manufactured by a machine. It 
would tend to discourage normal praying. It might 
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encourage the development of other mechanical sub
stitutes for worship. Besides, it was not present in the 
New Testament, the complete revealed will of Christ. 
They responded with some exegetical acrobatics and 
said that they just did not see it. And they said that it 
was quite out of line for me to judge them. 

I pleaded with them in all sincerity. I returned 
the next Sunday, and all was well. But a month later 
- here it was again. 

I felt that I could not be involved and supportive 
of such a worship practice - so I refused to attend 
whenever it was going to be used. I begged them and 
reasoned with them from the scriptures to set it 
aside, so that I could worship with them. But they 
would not. i · 



Mter several months of discussion, no progress 
had been made. The congregation was openly and 
willfully engaged. 

Finally, I reluctantly said that I could not in good 
conscience worship with them any longer. I felt I had 
no other recourse than to form a new congregation. 
Now I find that I have been identified as a horrid di
vider, a legalist. 

I have been called a sectarian, even a hater. 
Where, they say, is my interest in unity and harmony 
and fellowship? Why am I condemning these folks to 
eternal Hell? Are there not many good people 
among them? Do they not confess jesus as Lord? Do 
they not stand for the "core" gospel? How do I know 
that, even if they are in error, God will not be lenient 
with them? Besides, don't we live under grace and 
not under law? 

How did I respond? Actually, I said that I did 
desperately desire fellowship and unity. It is not that 
I don't want it. Further, I do not claim to know that 
these folks will end up separated from God. The 
Lord's grace is wide and deep. Perhaps he will find 
their strange practice tolerable. They are no doubt in 
good conscience. 

But by the same token, I cannot in good con
science say to them, "Oh, don't worry about your 
wheel. I know the Lord will overlook such a faux 
pas." Why should any human being claim such a pre
rogative? 

And I have to ask if there is not some obligation 
on their part to dispense with the device for the sake 
of unity and fellowship with me? They know I can
not worship with it in good conscience. They also 
know that it is something not specifically instituted 
in the revealed will of Christ. Shouldn't that cause 
them to reconsider in the interest of harmony? 

I don't hate the "wheelites." I have not pro
nounced eternal condemnation upon them, nor di
vine approval - that is for God to do. But I do be
lieve they. are involved in an unwholesome doctrinal 
error and practice, one that they are intent upon pur
suing. I cannot be involved in it. For this "I" am divi
sive? 

I intend to pray for them and love them. I would 
support them in other ways, in their good deeds, ex
cept that it really is hard to do and at the same time 
not endorse their erroneous worship. 

The nature of their practice makes meaningful 
fellowship difficult, seeing that I cannot worship 
with them. It is true that I can be in a worship service 
with brethren who may be subject to various sins. 

They may hold erroneous views of various ktnds. 1 
may know of some of those errors. But in worshiping 
God in such an assembly I am in no way endorsing 
the sins of all present. 

However, participation in an assembly which en
gages in bizarre worship practices forces me to be en
gaged in those practices. So I must stay away. In the 
interest of harmony, my own resolve is to seek to en
courage, in my local congregation, only those wor
ship practices which are clearly grounded in the 
word of God. 

Have I endorsed division? All I am asking for is 
that in worship assemblies people practice and teach 
only what can be grounded in the New Testament. I 
find it hard to believe that that is too much to ask. 
God will be the judge. Meanwhile, I am staying close 
to the inspired complete guide to Christian religious 
faith and practice: the New Testament of Christ. 

[Please note: the preceding is fictional] 

The Spirit 
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of Liberalism 
By F.rank Chesser 

The book's plea is for Christians to resist the 
temptation of an "I think" or an "it feels good .. reli
gion. Rather it encourages adherence to the in
struction of the Holy Spirit as revealed in the writ
ten word. 

Church leaders who feel the responsibility of· 
their work will benefit by studying and teaching 
these principles. 

Frank Chesser is well-qualified to write on broth
erhood matters. He was reared by Christian par
ents; he attended a Christian college and then 
graduate school at three brotherhood institutions 
in preparation for his life's work. In addition to his 
local work in Alabama. Georgia. and Florida. he 
has preached in 20 states and one foreign coun
try. He conducts an average of 12 gospel meet
ings a year in addition to his local work at the 
Panama Street church in Montgomery. Alabama. 
paperback. 205 pgs. 
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Bedrock of a Faith Is Jolted 
By William Lobdell 

DNA tests contradict Mormon scripture. The 
church says the studies are being twisted to 
attack its beliefs. 

From the time he was a child in Peru, the Mor
mon Church instilled in Jose A. Loayza the convic
tion that he and millions of other Native Americans 
were descended from a lost tribe of Israel that 
reached the New World more than 2,000 years ago. 

"We were taught all the blessings of that Hebrew 
lineage belonged to us and that we were special 
people," said Loayza, now a Salt Lake City attorney. 
"It not only made me f¢el special, but it gave me a 
sense of transcendent~! identity, an identity with 
God." 1 

A few years ago, Loayza said, his faith was 
shaken and his identity. stripped away by DNA evi
dence showing that the ancestors of American na
tives came from Asia, not the Middle East. 

"I've gone through stages," he said. '~bsolute de
nial. Utter amazement and surprise. Anger and bit
terness." 

For Mormons, the lack of discernible Hebrew 
blood in Native Americans is no minor collision be
tween faith and science. It burrows into the historical 
foundations of the Book of Mormon, a 17 5 -year-old 
transcription that the church regards as literal and 
without error. 

For those outside the faith, the depth of the 
church's dilemma can be explained this way: Imagine 
if DNA evidence revealed that the Pilgrims didn't sail 
from Europe to escape religious persecution but 
rather were part of a migration from Iceland - and 
that U.S. history books were wrong. 

Critics want the church to admit its mistake and 
apologize to millions of Native Americans it con
verted. Church leaders have shown no inclination to 
do so. Indeed, they have'·dismissed as heresy any sug
gestion that Native American genetics undermine the 
Mormon creed. 

Yet at the same time, the church has subtly pro
moted a fresh interpretation of the Book of Mormon 
intended to reconcile the DNA findings with the 
scriptures. This analysis is radically at odds with 
long-standing Mormon teachings. 
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Some longtime observers believe that ultimately, 
the vast majority of Mormons will disregard the ge
netic research as an unworthy distraction from their 
faith. 

"This may look like the crushing blow to Mor
monism from the outside," said Jan Shipps, a profes
sor emeritus of religious studies at Indiana Univer
sity-Purdue University Indianapolis, who has studied 
the church for 40 years. "But religion ultimately does 
not rest on scientific evidence, but on mystical expe
riences. There are different ways of looking at 
truth." 

According to the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
ter-day Saints, an angel named Moroni led Joseph 
Smith in 1827 to a divine set of golden plates buried 
in a hillside near his New York home. 

God provided the 22-year-old Smith with a pair 
of glasses and seer stones that allowed him to trans
late the "Reformed Egyptian" writings on the golden 
plates into the "Book of Mormon: Another Testa
ment of Jesus Christ." 

Mormons believe. these scriptures restored the 
church to God's original vision and left the rest of 
Christianity in a state of apostasy. 

The book's narrative focuses on a tribe of Jews 
who sailed from Jerusalem to the New World in 600 
B. C. and split into two main warring factions. 

The God-fearing Nephites were "pure" (the 
word was officially changed from "white" in 1981) 
and "delightsome." The idol-worshiping Lamanites 
received the "curse of blackness," turning their skin 
dark. 

According to the Book of Mormon, by A.D. 385 
the dark-skinned Lamanites had wiped out other He
brews. The Mormon church called the victors "the 
principal ancestors of the American Indians." If the 
Lamanites returned to the church, their skin could 
once again become white. 

Over the years, church prophets - believed by 
Mormons to receive revelations from God - and 
missionaries have used the supposed ancestral link 
between the ancient Hebrews and Native: .Americans 
and later Polynesians as a prime conversion tool in 
Central and South America and the South Pacific. 



'1\s I look into your faces, I think of Father Lehi 
[patriarch of the Lamanites ], whose sons and daugh
ters you are," church president and prophet Gordon 
B. Hinckley said in 1997 during a Mormon confer
ence in Lima, Peru. "I think he must be shedding 
tears today, tears of love and gratitude .... This is but 
the beginning of the work in Peru." 

In recent decades, Mormonism has flourished in 
those regions, which now have nearly 4 million 
members - about a third of Mormon membership 
worldwide, according to church figures. 

"That was the big sell," said Damon Kali, an at
torney who practices law in Sunnyvale, Calif., and is 
descended from Pacific Islanders. '1\.nd quite frankly, 
that was the big sell for me. I was a Lamanite. I was 
told the day of the Lamanite will come." 

A few months into his two-year mission in Peru, 
Kali stopped trying to convert the locals. Scientific 
articles about ancient migration patterns had made 
him doubt that he or anyone else was a Lamanite. 

"Once you do~ re·search and start getting other 
viewpoints, you're toast," said Kali, who said he was 
excommunicated in 1996 over issues unrelated to 
the Lamanite issue. "I could not do missionary work 
anymore." 

Critics of the Book of Mormon have long cited 
anachronisms in its narrative to argue that it is not 
the work of God. For instance, the Mormon scrip
tures contain references to a seven-day week, domes
ticated horses, cows and sheep, silk, chariots and 
steel. None had been introduced in the Americas at 
the time of Christ. 

In the 1990s, DNA studies gave Mormon detrac
tors further ammunition and new allies such as 
Simon G. Southerton, a molecular biologist and 
former bishop in the church. 

Southerton, a senior research scientist with the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organization in Australia, said genetic research al
lowed hjm to test his religious views against his sci
entific .training. 

Genetic testing of Jews throughout the world 
had already shown that they shared common strains 
of DNA from the Middle East. Southerton examined 
studies of DNA lineages among Polynesians and in
digenous peoples in North, Central and South 
America. One mapped maternal DNA lines from 
7,3 00 ·Native Americans from 17 5 tribes. 

Sotitherton found no trace of Middle Eastern 
DNA in the genetic strands of today's American Indi
ans and Pacific Islanders. 

In "Losing a Lost Tribe," published in 2004, he 
concluded that Mormonism - his faith for 3 0 years 
- needed to be reevaluated in the face of these facts, 
even though it would shake the foundations of the 
faith. 

The problem is that Mormon leaders cannot ac
knowledge any factual errors in the Book of Mor
mon because the prophet Joseph Smith proclaimed it 
the "most correct of any book on Earth," Southerton 
said in an interview. 

"They can't admit that it's not historical," 
Southerton said. "They would feel that there would 
be a loss of members and loss in confidence in joseph 
Smith as a prophet." 

Officially, the Mormon Church says that nothing 
in the Mormon scriptures is incompatible with DNA 
evidence, and that the genetic studies are being 
twisted to attack the church. 

"We would hope that church members would not 
simply buy into the· latest DNA arguments being pro
mulgated by those who oppose the church for some 
reason or other," said Michael Otterson, a Salt Lake 
City-based spokesman for the Mormon church. 

"The truth is, the Book of Mormon will never be 
proved or disproved by science," he said. 

Unofficially, church leaders have tacitly approved 
an alternative interpretation of the Book of Mormon 
by church apologists - a term used for scholars who 
defend the faith. 

The apologists say Southerton and others are re
lying on a traditional reading of the Book of Mor
mon - that the Hebrews were the first and sole in
habitants of the New World and eventually popu
lated the North and South American continents. 

The latest scholarship, they argue, shows that the 
text should be interpreted differently. They say the 
events described in the Book of Mormon were con
fined to a small section of Central America, and that 
the Hebrew tribe was small enough that its DNA was 
swallowed up by the existing Native Americans. 

"It would be a virtual certainly that their DNA 
would be swamped," said Daniel Peterson, a profes
sor of Near Eastern studies at Brigham Young Uni
versity in Provo, Utah, part of the worldwide Mor
mon educational system, and editor of a magazine 
devoted to Mormon apologetics. "And if that is the 
case, you couldn't tell who was a Lamanite descen
dant." 

Southerton said the new interpretation was 
counter to both a plain reading of the text and the 
words of Mormon leaders. 
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"The apologists feel that they are almost above 
the prophets," Southerton said. "They have com
pletely reinvented the narrative in a way that would 
be completely alien to members of the church and 
most of the prophets." 

The church has not formally endorsed the apolo
gists' views, but the official website of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, http://www.lds.org, 
cites their work and provides links to it. 

"They haven't made any explicit public declara
tions," said Armand L. Mauss, a church member and 
retired Washington State University professor who 
recently published a book on Mormon race and lin
eage. "But operationally, that is the current church's 
position." 

The DNA debate is largely limited to church 
leaders, academics and a relatively small circle of 
church critics. Most Mormons, taught that obedi
ence is a key value, take the Book of Mormon as 
God's unerring word. 

"It's not that Mormons are not curious," Mauss 
said. "They just don't see the need to reconsider 
what has already been decided." 

Critics contend that Mormon leaders are quick 
to stifle dissent. In 2002, church officials began an 
excommunication proceeding against Thomas W. 
Murphy, an anthropology professor at Edmonds 
Community College in Washington state. 

He was deemed a heretic for saying the Mormon 
scriptures should be considered inspired fiction in 
light of the DNA evidence. 

After the controversy attracted national media 
coverage, with Murphy's supporters calling him the 
Galileo of Mormonism, church leaders halted the 
trial. 

Loayza, the Salt Lake City attorney, said the 
church should embrace the controversy. 

"They should openly address it," he said. "Often, 
the tack they adopt is to just ignore or refrain from 
any opinion. We should have the courage of our con
victions. This [Lamanite issue] is potentially destruc
tive to the faith." 

Otterson, the church spokesman, said Mormon 
leaders would remain neutral. "Whether Book of 
Mormon geography is extensive or limited or how 
much today's Native Americans reflect the genetic 
makeup of the Book of Mormon peoples has abso
lutely no bearing on its central message as a testa
ment of Jesus Christ," he said. 

Mauss said the DNA studies haven't shaken his 
faith. "There's not very much in life - not only in 
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religion or any field of inquiry - where you can feel 
you have all the answers," he said. 

"I'm willing to live in ambiguity. I don't get that 
bothered by things I can't resolve in a week." 

For others, living with ambiguity has been more 
difficult. Phil Ormsby, a Polynesian who lives in 
Brisbane, Australia, grew up believing he was a He
brew. 

"I visualized myself among the fighting Lamanites 
and lived out the fantasies of the [Book of Mormon] as 
I read it," Ormsby said. "It gave me great mana [pres
tige] to know that these were my true ancestors." 

The DNA studies have altered his feelings com
pletely. 

"Some days I am angry, and some days I feel 
pity," he said. "I feel pity for my people who have 
become obsessed with something that is nothing but 
a hoax" (By William Lobdell, Los Angeles Times Staff 
Writer; published Feb. 16, 2006). FF 
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Planned Parenthood Lures Teens 

WASHINGTON, March 30 /Christian Wire 
Service/ - "Win an iPod. Get two free 
movie tickets. Take ten dollars off your 

first visit. These are some· of the schemes Planned 
Parenthood is using to lure teenagers into its deadly 
facilities," said Douglas R. Scott, president of Life 
Decisions International (LDI). "Planned Parenthood 
has resorted to common corporate tactics in an effort 
to get young people to encourage their peers to vol
untarily become the pro-abortion group's new vic
tims. Just how low and disgusting can Planned Par
enthood get?" 

Anyone who makes an appointment at one of the 
eight facilities run by Planned Parenthood Golden 
Gate (PPGG) before April30, 2006, can enter to win 
an iPod. "Now which age group is most likely to be 
swayed by this kind of gimmick?" Scott asked. "This 
incentive is clearly aimed at young people." 

A poster announcing another Planned Parent
hood program, called "Tell-A-Friend," includes a 
photograph of a teenage girl whispering into the ear 
of another teenage girl: 

GET FREE MOVIE TICKETS? 
YES 
WHEN YOU TELL A FRIEND 
ABOUT PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
Teens are asked to obtain a Tell-A-Friend card at 

a local Planned Parenthood office or download one 
from a Planned Parenthood website. "Give Tell-A
Friend cards to any friends who don't go to Planned 
Parenthood," the details state. "When they come in 
for an appointment - and turn in your [Tell-A
Friend] card - we will mail you two FREE movie 
passes, and your friend will receive $10.00 off their 
visit." The movie tickets are redeemable at any 
United Artist theater. 

A version of the Tell-A-Friend card used by PPGG 
includes the same artwork that appeared in its infa
mous animated video "A Superhero for CHOICE," 
which depicted the "elimination" of Christian activ
ists. The card states that to be eligible for the free 
movie tickets the teen referral(s) must be new to 
Planned Parenthood or they must not have used its 
"services" for at least two years. PPGG lists its "ser
vices" on the card: birth control, annual exams, preg
nancy testing, STI [sexually transmitted infection] 

testing & treatment, HN testing, and emergency con
traception. By contrast, Planned Parenthood of the 
Rocky Mountains simply uses a small sheet of paper 
that does not include anything but the most basic in
formation about the Tell-A-Friend program. 

"Just like any other business, Planned Parenthood 
utilizes programs designed to bring in more custom
ers. Just like any other business, a key target group for 
Planned Parenthood is young people," Scott said. 
"And just like any other business, Planned Parenthood 
seeks to get more young people in their doors to in
crease the size of their already overflowing coffers -
funds often provided by taxpayers. And once a teen
ager is hooked, he or she can prove to be a good 
source of income for many years to come." 

Scott said a revenue source is not the only reason 
Planned Parenthood is targeting young people. "Un
like any other business, Planned Parenthood has an 
agenda. Once a young person enters a Planned Par
enthood facility, the group can preach its doctrine of 
death without the interference of parents or other 
family members." 

LDI is currently investigating to determine if 
United Artists donated the tickets to Planned Parent
hood or if they were purchased by the group. 

Contact: Douglas R. Scott, President 
Life Decisions International (LDI) 

540-631-0380, ext. 22, ldi@fightpp.org 
FF 
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Potpourri ••. 
A our regular readers know, we use this space 

each month to report news that may have an 
impact on morals. God has given us an abso

lute law of right and wrong. That law is neither sub
jective nor relative. Knowing and following the 
moral code of divine revelation. The moral law of 
God (Bible), as the founding fathers of our nation 
knew, is the basis for human rights. "All men are cre
ated equal ... endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights ... " 

We keep track of human foibles, especially in the 
realm of morals, because we must uphold truth and 
condemn wrong to be happy and fulfilled. Strict con
formity to absolute moral law leads to strict confor
mity to all positive divine commands, and that is the 
soul of salvation. 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). 

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves'' a ames 1 :22). 

Mississippi Moves to Ban Abortions 
@A state House committee voted (March 1, 2006) 

to ban most abortions in Mississippi, which already 
has some of the strictest abortion laws in the nation. 

The bill approved by the House Public Health 
Committee on Tuesday would allow abortion only to 
save the pregnant woman's life. It would make no 
exception in cases of rape or incest. The bill now goes 
to the full House, which could vote next week, and 
then to the Senate. 

South Dakota lawmakers passed a similar bill last 
week that was intended to provoke a court show
down over the legality of abortion. 

Baptist Controversy 
@Baptists are caught up in controversy again. 

This time conservative Southern Baptists are in con
tention over a new rule approved by the Interna
tional Mission Board that disqualifies future mission
ary candidates who admit to speaking in a charis
matic "private prayer language." 

Proponents say the new regulation is needed to 
emphasize Baptists' long-held position against char-

30 june 2006 
Firm Foundation 

ismatic practices such as praying and speaking in un
known tongues, or "glossalalia," a practice popular 
among Pentecostals and other groups. 

The irony is that Jerry Rankin, the leader of the 
Richmond, Va.-based foreign mission board, has 
long used a charismatic prayer language in his pri
vate prayers. So, could the man who runs the world
wide organization of 5,000 missionaries be disquali
fied under the rule? Not at all. The new regulation is 
not retroactive (Fort Worth Star-Telegram). 

Barbarism 
OThe downfall of civilization can be traced di

rectly to the practice of putting televisions in taverns. 
Men stopped talking to one another. Then they went 
home and started talking to their wives to whom 
they hadn't talked in centuries. This led immediately 
to wholesale divorce, which in turn led to women in 
the workplace and juvenile delinquency. Other ills 
too numerous and horrible to mention followed un
til men stopped wearing ties so ~hey wouldn't hang 
themselves (Anonymous, but I think it was National 
Review). 

Discussion on Culture 
SOh I LOVE this discussion. I have on my wall 

at home a framed collection of antique mug shots 
taken around the turn of the century. Two pickpock
ets, one vagrant, one fellow arrested for "suspicious 
behavior," one peeping Tom, and a fellow who was 
running a numbers racket. Every one of them is 
wearing a suit and tie, and three are sporting hats. 
These fellows weren't products of a consumer cul
ture; they were from the street at a time when very 
few people in society -let alone the bottom rung -
had any money. It's only since the country has grown 
so supremely wealthy that the rich have taken to 
adorning themselves with rags purchased at Neiman 
Marcus for exorbitant sums. 

Mom, lad to Be 4Jced 
®A traditional-values organization in California 

is warning the state's residents that a bill pending in 
the Legislature, if approved, could remove all refer
ences to gender in public schools - threatening even 
references to "mom" or "dad" in textbooks. 

If the bill, SB 1437, were to become law, warns 



the Capitol Resource Institute, "it could potentially 
require gender-neutral bathrooms in our schools and 
all references to 'husband' and 'wife' or 'mom and 
dad' removed from school textbooks as the norm" 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Mar. 9, 2006). 

Profanity 
fl (LOS ANGELES, CA) - It's up for several hon

ors at Sunday's Academy Awards ceremony, but 
"Crash" already has taken first prize for the most 
curse words in a film nominated for best picture. 

FamilyMediaGuide.com, which tracks incidents 
of profanity, sex, violence, and tobacco use in films, 
reported Tuesday that "Crash" had 182 expletives, 
including 99 utterances of the F-word. 

The movie, about racial tensions in Los Angeles, is 
nominated for six Oscars, including best picture, best 
director, best screenplay, and best supporting actor. 

"Brokeback Mountain" ranked second among 
best-picture nominees with 92 curse words, followed 
by "Munich" with 22, according to FamilyMedia
Guide.com. tracks instances of profanity, sex, vio
lence and tobacco use as a guide to parents. 

Driver's fd for the Blind 
OAP- Most high school students eagerly await 

the day they pass driver's education class. But 16-
year-old Mayra Ramirez is indifferent about it. 

Ramirez is blind, yet she and dozens of other vi
sually impaired sophomores in Chicago schools are 
required to pass a written rules-of-the-road exam in 
order to graduate - a rule they say takes time away 
from subjects they might actually use (Sent by Elvin 
DeShazo, our man on the street). 

Websites Alfrad Muslims 
@International (MNN/ANS)- While hard-line 

Muslim nations make accessing Christian websites 
difficult, it's not impossible and these websites are 
making an incredible impact for the kingdom. 

Strategic Resource Group (SRG) helps organiza
tions reach out to the lost inside the 10/40 Window. 
SRG reports Christian websites are receiving nearly 
9 million hits per month from the Middle East. One 
Christian organization hosting chat rooms for Ara
bic-speaking web users estimates that more than 
42,000 people visit those sites daily. 

About 2,000 Arabic language Bibles are down
loaded from the Internet each month. One organiza
tion estimates that 20 people per month are giving 
their hearts to Christ as a result of learning about the 
Christian faith on these websites. 

Although some Islamic governments try to block 
these websites, the Internet generally knows no bor
ders. More than half of the population in the Middle 
East is 25 years old or younger, and many of these 
young people own computers or have access to 
them. This technology has connected people to
gether through e-mail groups, networks, blogs and 
chat rooms. 

Christian organizations are seizing the Internet 
opportunity to create communities of people who 
can openly talk about faith issues in a safe environ
ment. In the greater Middle East, the Internet repre
sents a crucial growth sector for communicating the 
Christian message in Arabic, Farsi and regional lan
guages. 

Canadian Scientists 
OA handful of Canadian scientists are speaking 

out against evolution as an explanation for all of life 
as we know it, saying the complexity of living things 
simply cannot be attributed to biological chance. 

Nine university professors and others with sci
ence or engineering Ph.D.s have added their names 
to an American petition that voices skepticism about 
the theory of evolution. The list was posted on the 
Internet this week. 

Some of those contacted yesterday acknowl
edged their doubts about Darwinism coincide with 
their religious beliefs, and espoused the controversial 
idea of "intelligent design" - that some guiding 
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hand was behind life on Earth. But one molecular bi
ologist said he is convinced that science is stuck in an 
evolutionary "rut" and must seek better explanations 
for the existence of elaborate biological structures. 

"I look at biology as being a very complicated 
computer code," said Stephen Cheesman, a geophys
ics Ph.D. and software developer who compares ge
netic systems to languages created by humans. 

"There is no way I could create a code like this. 
... In the DNA, you have a novel, a long novel, 
spelled out, which produces us." 

The scientists' public positions against evolution 
mark perhaps the first time the issue has arisen re
cently in Canada, despite a raging debate in the 
United States over the teaching of evolution in public 
schools. 

Other Canadian names include Rene Boere, 
chairman of the University of Lethbridge chemistry 
department; Braxton Alfred, professor emeritus of 
anthropology at the University of British Columbia; 
and A.D. Harrison, emeritus professor of biology at 
the University of Waterloo. 

Also named are Curtis Hrischuk, an electrical en
gineering Ph.D. who works for IBM, and Paul 
Brown, an assistant professor of environmental stud
ies at Trinity Western University, a Christian college 
in Langley, B.C. Muzaffar Iqbal, who has a doctorate 
in chemistry from the University of Saskatchewan, is 
the Alberta-based head of the Centre for Islam and 
Science (National Post). 

More 011 Intelligent Design 

O"Darwin's theory of evolution is the great white 
elephant of contemporary thought," said David 
Berlinski, a signatory and mathematician and philoso
pher of science with Discovery Institute's Center for 
Science and Culture. "It is large, almost completely 
useless, and the object of superstitious awe." 

Other prominent signatories include U.S. Na
tional Academy of Sciences member Philip Skell, 
American Association for the Advancement of Sci
ence Fellow Lyle Jensen, evolutionary biologist and 
textbook author Stanley Salthe; Smithsonian Institu
tion evolutionary biologist and researcher at the Na
tional Institutes of Health's National Center for Bio
technology Information Richard von Sternberg, edi
tor of Rivista di Biologia/Biology Forum - the old
est still published biology journal in the world -
Giuseppe Sermonti and Russian Academy of Natural 
Sciences embryologist Lev Beloussov. 

The list include 154 biologists, 76 chemists, and 

3 2 ~i: Found!~~: 

63 physicists. They hold doctorates in biological sci
ences, physics, chemistry, mathematics,· medicine, 
computer science, and related disciplines. 

Many are professors or researchers at major uni
versities and research institutions such as MIT, The 
Smithsonian, Cambridge University, UCLA, Univer
sity of California at Berkeley, Princeton University, 
University of Pennsylvania, Ohio State University, 
University of Georgia, and University of Washington. 

lire-lightress 
OA Knoxville firefighter claims she's being dis

criminated against because she used to be a man. 
Fire Capt. Jamie Faucon has filed a grievance 

against Knoxville Fire Chief Carlos Perez and her su
pervisor, Mark Foulkes. 

She accuses them of depriving her of a take
home car, of reassigning her and cutting out her 
overtime because she is a transgendered firefighter. 

Faucon also says in her grievance Foulkes used 
incorrect gender terms when referring to her in con
versations (Thanks to Elvin DeShazo for calling this 
to our attention). 

40,000 Bombs 
OAn Iranian movement says it now has recruited 

40,000 human "time bombs" to carry out suicide at
tacks against Americans in Iraq and Israel. 

The movement - called the World Islamic 
Organization's Headquarters for Remembering the 
Shahids [Martyrs] - says the volunteers want to 
carry out "martyrdom operations to liberate Islamic 
lands," according to a report broadcast by AI
Arabiya TV and translated by the Middle East Media 
Research Institute, or MEMRI. 

Last year, Insight Online magazine reported the 
movement, which at the time claimed 10,000 re
cruits, was signing up members on the Internet. 

In the July 2 television feature, spokesman 
Mohammad 'Ali Samedi said that since the move
ment's beginning a year and a half ago, he has been 
busy signing up recruits, organizing conventions and 
training members for martyrdom operations. 

The July 2 program includes an interview with a 
female member named Vesaly. 

"We are first and foremost Muslims and it is our 
duty to defend our brothers and sisters throughout 
the world," she says. "We don't need permission 
from anybody. This has to do with our religious duty 
and responsibilities. This is our choice, and we have 
no fear. We adhere to the legacy of our late leader, 
Imam Khomeini." 



In the broadcast, the reporter says, "These young 
women have forsaken the temptations of life, and 
have taken the hard way. Indeed, they have chosen 
martyrdom as a way of liberating the Islamic lands. 
This is what they say." 

"The American oppressive, inhuman, and un
democratic behavior in recent years has led to the 
creation of martyrdom-seeking movements every
where," he says. 

The reporter concludes: "Thus, they await 
death with happiness and joy. In their view, martyr
dom for the sake of Allah is the sweetest thing" 
(WorldNetDaily.com). 

Separation of State and What? 
@As many Michigan teens continue to leave high 

school unprepared and the state struggles to diversify 
and strengthen its economy, Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
and the Legislature are supporting legislation to 
mandate high school graduation requirements. One 
specific provision of House Bill 5 606, awaiting ac
tion in the Senate, is particularly troublesome. 

There is a worm in this basket of apples - a 
single line of text that could damage science educa
tion, economic progress and even religious freedom, 
if it is not removed. Nationwide, at least a dozen 
similar legislative bills would undermine science edu
cation by emphasizing "flaws" in the theory of evolu
tion, generally by calling for more critical thinking, 
though only when it comes to the teaching of evolu
tion. 

The graduation requirements bill borrows a line 
from HB 5251 , one of several previous attempts to 
wedge religion into science classrooms. The lan
guage calls on students to "use relevant scientific 
data to assess the validity of those theories and to 
formulate arguments for and against those theories." 

Such code words misrepresent the scientific pro
cess and are likely to confuse students about the na
ture of science and its differences from religion. All 
aspects of scientific knowledge are, of course, sub
jected to rigorous and critical analysis. Much like 
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gravity, evolution is a well-tested scientific theory, 
supported by virtually all scientists, that explains 
today's diverse life forms, as well as the fossil record. 
It describes a natural mechanism for how life on 
Earth evolved from the simplest, single-celled organ
isms some 3 .5 billion years ago. 

Homosexuals Are Queer 
\~lGENEVA (Reuters) -A global body represent

ing gays and lesbians said on Monday it would seek 
to bring pressure on the United Nations for full rec
ognition of their human rights at a conference in 
Geneva next week. 

The Brussels-based International Lesbian and 
Gay Association (ILGA) said the conference, held ev
ery two years in different locations, would be ad
dressed by delegates from all continents, including 
countries where homosexuality is banned. 

"How long can lesbian and gay rights be ignored 
at the U.N.? That is one of the key questions we will 
be addressing," said a spokesman for ILGA, Stephen 
Barris. "We will be discussing how we can get an offi
cial voice at last." 

The conference wi ll coincide with next week's 
planned session of the U.N. Human Rights Commis
sion, where last year a draft resolution on the gay 
rights issue presented by Brazil and backed by over 
40 countries was dropped amid fierce opposition. 

Death Penalty 
{~l Despite the fact that the hard-line Tali ban re

gime is no longer in power, an Afghan man faces pos
sible execution for allegedly abandoning his Islamic 
roots and becoming a Christian. 

"Yes that's true, a man has converted to Chris
tianity. He's being tried in one of our courts," Su
preme Court judge Ansarullah Mawlavizada told the 
Middle East Times. 

The case centers on Abdul Rahman, believed to 
be 41, who converted from Islam to Christianity 
some 16 years ago. His relatives reportedly notified 
authorities about the conversion. 

The constitution in Afghanistan is based on 
Shariah law, which states any Muslim who rejects his 
or her religion should be sentenced to death. 

"We are not against any particular religion in the 
world. But in Afghanistan, this sort of thing is against 
the law," the judge told the Associated Press. "It is an 
attack on Islam .... The prosecutor is asking for the 
death penalty" (WorldNetDaily.com). 

(Postscript: The accused was freed and has gone 
into hiding for his life.) 
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OFAIRFAX, Va.- A high school teacher is un

der investigation after a student reported receiving 
marijuana from the teacher, Fairfax County police 
said. 

On Friday, the teacher allegedly gave marijuana 
to a 17 -year-old boy in a school hallway after class, 
police said. The student took the marijuana to a 
school security officer, and police were called. 

Fauquier County sheriff's deputies arrested Tho
mas Newlun, 53, of Marshall, Va., at about 1 a.m. 
Monday. He is charged with distribution of mari
juana on school property, distribution of marijuana 
to a minor and contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor. 

"Obviously, this is something we usually don't 
see," said Officer Richard Henry. "We don't want 
our kids exposed to drugs in schools in general, 
much less by a teacher" (Associated Press). 

Jesus, Muhammad Kissing 
SA university newspaper in Canada is defending 

its publishing of a cartoon showing Jesus and 
Muhammad kissing, saying it's not "an act of hate." 

The Strand, the student paper of Victoria Univer
sity, which is part of the University of Toronto, 
printed the controversial cartoon Wednesday. It 
shows the two revered religious figures kissing in the 
"Tunnel of Tolerance," with Jesus removing 
Muhammad's robe. 

Nick Ragaz, managing editor for the Strand, 
wrote an editorial accompanying the image address
ing the ongoing rage in the Muslim world over sev
eral cartoons depicting Muhammad that were pub
lished in the Danish newspaper ]yllands-Posten. 
Nearly 50 people have died in Muslim nations as a 
result of riots protesting the cartoons. 

Despite the Strand's decision to run the kissing 
image and complaints it has received since then, the 
publication has refused to run the 12 Muhammad 
cartoons that were first published in Europe 
(WorldNetDaily.com). 

4 Call to lafelleduals 
OToday's conflict between Muslims and the free 

world is not a conflict among civilizations. Instead, it 
is a conflict between ignorance and knowledge, be
twee~ light and darkness, between freedom and op
pression, and between civilization and savagery. 

Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, . . . founded 
this type of terror when he ordered the death of 
those who dared to criticize him. 
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What is so dange.rous about this sort of Islamic 
intellectual terrorism is that it's not only carried out 
against Muslims who criticize Islam from within, but 
also against every human being on earth who dares 
to condemn Islam .... 

Every bearded person ~is an authority! They are a 
nation that consists mostly of illiterates ... where one 
idiot can mobilize millions of them by using a few 
emotional words. · 

The increasing threat to whoever dares to voice 
an opinion about Islam or Muslims, forms a serious 
danger, which challenges the free world. Ignoring 
this danger and the lack of a strong coalition to con
front it will eventually cost humanity a tremendous 
price. 

The life of intellectuals is under the mercy of any 
idiot Muslim who gets elevated to the rank of a saint, 
once he or she issues a religious opinion (Fatwa) or 
offers a reward to encourage the killing of anybody. 

[M]uslims are being salaried for less than the 
price of a cup of coffee in the United States. Each 
fighter (Mujahid) gets 1000 Pakistani Rupee a 
month, which is equivalent to $17 USD until asked 
to blow himself up for the sake of Allah. 

If $17 can hire a killer, what about the reward of 
$1,500,000 Pakistani Rupees, whieh was recently of
fered by a Pakistani Clerk for the killing of the Dan
ish artist who drew caricatures of Muhammad as a 
terrorist? Better yet, how about a 500,000,000 In
dian Rupee (equivalent to 11 Million Dollars) of
fered by a Muslim Minister in the Indian Govern
ment for whoever brings him the head of one of the 
artists who drew Muhammad (An internet connec
tion, www.annaged.com, provides this information) 

Unif11riaa Church 
. 0 Unitarian minister Davidson Loehr was roiling 

with anger when he sat down to finish writing his 
sermon on a recent Friday. He'd been reading "Con
fessions of an Economic Hit Man" by John Perkins 
who paints the U.S. government as a corrupt fore; 
willing to sacrifice people for profits. 

And that Sunday, Feb. 12, Loehr let his fury loose 
in the sermon's conclusion. 

The Bush administration, he told members of the 
First Unitarian Universalist Church, orchestrated the 
Sept. 11 attacks to fulfill its plan to establish a new 
world order. Several church members walked out; 
others stood and applauded. 

Weeks later, controversy over Loehr's sermon is 
still buzzing on the Internet. Loehr is being blasted 



from inside and outside his church by some who 
question not just his views, but his use of the pulpit 
to advance them. 

Though standing by his premise, Loehr now 
wishes he'd given his words more thought. 

"I didn't do research, and I flung out some Web 
sites," he said Thursday. "It was a very sloppy thing 
to do." 

In the largely liberal North Austin congregation, 
Loehr normally doesn't fret over criticizing the ad
ministration or advancing controversial religious 
ideas. He recently published a book titled "America, 
Fascism and God: Sermons from a Heretical 
Preacher" (Austin American-Statesman Staff, Mar. 11, 
2006). 

Wiccaas Want fo fax Bibles 
OA Wiccan group has gone to court to challenge 

a Florida law exempting Bibles and religious publica
tions from sales tax. 

Now the Liberty Counsel has joined the fray, fil
ing a brief with the Florida Supreme Court defend
ing the state law. 

Here's what is exempted from sales tax as stated 
in Florida law: "the use, sale, or distribution of reli
gious publications, Bibles, hymn books, prayer 
books, vestments, altar paraphernalia, sacramental 
chalices, and like church service and ceremonial rai
ment and equipment.'' 

Organizations that promote Wicca- a neopagan 
religion related to a form of witchcraft- can receive 
tax-exempt status. 

But the Wiccan Religious Cooperative of Florida 
is evidently disturbed because it paid sales tax on the 
purchase of "The Satanic Bible" and "A Witch's Bible 
Compleat." 

The group filed its suit against the state's Depart
ment of Revenue, citing the First Amendment and 
the separation of church and state. 

Prom 
tlMany students at Dearborn's Fordson High 

School were in for a surprise earlier this year when 
Principal lmad Fadlallah announced that the Senior 
Prom would be cancelled. Fadlallah was hired in 
2004 to lead Fordson High, one of the largest high 
schools in the region. It is estimated that over 90o/o 
of Fordson's almost 2,500 stUdents are Arabic-speak
ing Muslims. The Senior Prom is an annual "rite of 
passage" for American high school students. Gener
ally speaking, near the end of their fourth and final 
year of high school, students partner up with a mem-

her of the opposite sex for an evening of song and 
dance. It is no secret that the evening often leads to 
students drinking, abusing drugs, and engaging in 
premarital sex. 

Fadlallah's head shook in confusion as he de
scribed his initial reaction after having attended last 
year's prom. "It was culture shock. I tried to swallow 
it but I couldn't. Any way you look at it it's not right. 
American values are higher than this." Fadlallah was 
disgusted by the nature of the dancing and interac
tion between students of the opposite sex. Students 
were performing popular new dance techniques like 
"bumping" and "grinding" in which males would 
dance with the front of their body facing the rear of 
the female and often touching the female in sexually 
charged ways. Since the students are not taught how 
to dance in school, Fadlallah's options on addressing 
this type of inappropriate behavior were limited. 

Fadlallah decided to cancel the prom this year 
pending a solution to this problem. He said that he 
would not allow the prom event to be held unless he 
was sure parents knew about these behaviors and a 
sufficient number agreed to chaperone. Some stu
dents were disappointed by this decision. Many stu
dents here felt that the ·"fun" event was something 
that they had earned, and they scrambled to find an 
acceptable compromise. 

Senior student Hussein Itawi, who serves as the 
Vice President of the Student Congress, helped lead 
the effort in this regard. According to ltawi, prom "is 
a tradition, it's something that every student looks 
forward to." He said that he was happy to work with 
Mr. Fadlallah to establish proper etiquette for the 
prom and other social events. 

So this year's prom theme will be "Cinderella's 
Ball," referring to the popular fairy tale which fea
tures a fantasized love story of "Prince Charming" 
and "Cinderella," the beautiful and humble princess. 
The female student attendees are being encouraged 
to wear long dresses and the males will wear suits 
and ties. Students who wish to buy a ticket must now 
sign a contract agreeing to adhere to specific eti
quette on prom night. Female students will be re
quired to wear "floor length" dresses and provoca
tive inappropriate dancing will not be allowed. 
"Lewd behavior ... grinding, bumping, humping or 
fondling" are prohibited. Police officers with 
breathalyzers will enforce the alcohol laws and stu
dents who want to leave the prom early will have to 
sign out (The Arab American News). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Repentance - Public or Private 

Question: Does repentance have to be public? 
Must it be done in front of the congregation 

or can it be private? 
When is public confession of sin appropriate and 

when is it necessary? Should a Christian who com
mits a sin in private and asks the Lord in private to 
forgive that sin confess it publicly? What about a 
member who is unfaithful in attendance and comes 
back and is faithful but does not come forward? 

Answer: Repentance takes place inside a person. 
..t1. It is by definition a change of mind or heart. Its 
reality may be indicated by action. John the baptist 
demanded, "Bear fruits in keeping with repentance" 
(Luke 3 :8), and those fruits, of course, included 
changes in conduct. If change of conduct does not 
occur, it can be fairly inferred that the professed re
pentance may not have been genuine. It certainly 
was not lasting. 

Confession of sin is one of the fruits of repen
tance. True repentance means one does not hide past 
sins, but acknowledges them as well as turns from 
them. 

Note, however, that the change of conduct is not 
the repentance. It is the fruit of repentance; it fol
lows repentance. 

So repentance is not "done in front of the con
gregation." Repentance is an internal matter. 

This is not belaboring an unnecessary point. 
When repentance and our custom of coming forward 
in an assembly to confess sins are thought of as being 
the same thing, a man-made law is created. Repen
tance is required in scripture. If coming forward in a 
service is what repentance is, then coming forward in 
a service is required by Scripture. But that is not the 
case. 

Confession of sins is also required by Scripture. 
"Confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed" Uames 5 :16). 

To how many people must confession of sin be 
made? How public must confession of sins be? The 
answers to these questions are left to our judgment. 
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Certainly we are not required to confess the secret 
sins of our heart to everyone every day. 

It is generally accepted that confession of sin 
should be as public as the knowledge of the sin al
ready is. That makes good sense. One purpose of 
confessio n is to help ensure that everyone who 
knows of a sin knows also of the repentance. 

Though reasonable, however, that is a human 
rule. It is not spelled out that way in Scripture. We 
have no right to impose it as law. 

If a Christian has sinned against another indi
vidual, confessing that sin to the church, especially in 
the absence of the offended one, is not as biblical as 
going to the offended one, confessing to him or her, 
and asking pardon personally. 

The Bible knows nothing of our practice of com
ing down the aisle of a church building during an in
vitation song. (For that matter, it knows nothing of 
our church buildings.) There is nothing wrong with 
the practice; it is a good way (note, a good way) to 
make confession; but it is nowhere required by God. 

If people are lax in attendance at services and 
then begin to attend regularly, their renewed atten
dance is evidence of their repentance. 

H ave they confessed? Probably. If you think not 
and have genuine concern for them, ask them. But 
walking down the aisle is not the only way to confess 
sins, and there is no biblical prescription that man
dates to whom or to how many confession is to be 
made. 

We should not think that "repenting" means 
walking down the aisle or that "confessing" requires 
responding to an invitation song. There are other 
ways to accomplish both. 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edus 

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888-367-6216 
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Directory Uvingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. {1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Georgia-

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9: 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn 
preacher. (Services in English) ' 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

• • • • • on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. www.nonhemoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

-Aiaska
Anchorage-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 {972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (1h mi. east of 1-35) 
-Ohio-

Fairborn- {NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 111"Avenue 
99701. (907) 456-4921. ' 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box - South Carolina -
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Greer- Greer Church of Christ, 1215 S. Main St., 
373-5583 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

-Alabama_ 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85.3 miles. 

Nonbpon (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northpon Church of Christ, 2700 44•11 Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-896t or 
778-8955 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Nonheast Church of Christ 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. S~n. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
- California - Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. minister. ' ..... 
Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

to 6 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

-Colorado-

a.m., a.m., p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. tO, t1 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, tO a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south of 1-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-t800 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, "to a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:t5 p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Introduce 

your congregation 

to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367·62.16 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-8218 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora· 
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism· or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(en larged edit ion) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs .. RFCM01 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Aus"vers 
by Guy N. Wnods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lee
lures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. ft was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial mailers. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

54.00 s&h/one book • 54. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious l~rrors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket -sized book 
(3Y:!"x5~") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Mormonism: 
A System of Infidelity 

By J. Early Arceneaux 
This small book directs attention to 
points that are effective in discussions 
with Mormons. Brother Arceneaux 
shows that Mormon claim of being 
teachers of the Bible as the Word of 
God is hypocritical and perverse- for 
the purpose of dece iving people. 

Paperback. 32 pgs. BKBVOI 

$3.50 plus $2.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas rasfdents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances. the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts. and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes. the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

., .. , '''·'' 1}1/ \/Ill\ 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Stili, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "1he word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "1he 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Department, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-time preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The ability to provide supplemental income or 
outside support may be required. Contact joe 
Travis 979-864-0291, (joeftravis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yoder@oabs.org. For more information 
see: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

The Central Church of Christ of Sacramento, CA 
is accepting applications for a full-time Minister to 
work with our congregation of about 200 members. 
Ideal candidates should be married with children 
and have at least a Bachelor's degree in religious 
studies or a related field from a brotherhood school. 
He must be sound in the Scriptures, enthusiastic 
and committed to seeking the lost. Negotiated 
compensation will be commensurate with education 
and experience. The congregation is multi-cultural. 
Forty-five% are family units of two or more, 37% 
are seniors, 30% are under thirty-five years of age, 
34% are between thirty-five and sixty years of age, 
10% are high school age or younger and 8% are 
college age. Therefore, candidates must be able to 
work with diverse groups that are served by seven 
Deacons and several ministry leaders in a variety 
of programs directed by our two Elders. One 
program requires the attendance of the minister at 
a weeklong Youth Bible Camp. In addition to 
emergencies such as Hurricane Katrina, we support 
mission efforts in Africa, Canada and World Bible 
Broadcasting. After reviewing all applications and 
resumes only the most qualified candidates will be 
granted an interview. Interested candidates should 
submit resume, narrative, references, an audio/video 
of a recent sermon to the Central Church of Christ, 
Attn: Minister Search Committee, 6755 San 
joaquin St., Sacramento, CA 95820. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for South Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, twashington5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 

Other responsibilities include actavlhes areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-time preacher with experience; married with 
family preferred. 75 -member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 175 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send resume (last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 

by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Proph
ets, then each book examined sepa
rately, (authorship, date, various inter
pretations, main message, lessons to be 
gained). Outline for each book follows. 
Verse-by-verse commentary unfolds the 
meaning of each passage and verse. A 
satisfying and useful commentary, one 
often referred to for understanding the 
passages. 428 pgs. hardback 

$19.95 
$4.50 slh • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Thomaston Road Church of Christ in Macon, 
GA is currently seeking and accepting r~sum~s for 
a full-time Youth Minister. The preferred individual 
should have experience in youth ministry and 
possess good communication and organizational 
skills. The candidate must be willing to work with 
our elders, youth committee, parents, and other 
adults in the congregation in the continuing 
development of a sound program that will promote 
the spiritual growth of our youth. Our congregation 
has an average attendance of about 300 members 
with about 35 youth in grades 7th - 12th and 
another 30 in Kindergarten - 6th. The church 
supports Middle Georgia Christian School, located 
in our building, with an enrollment of 120 students 
in grades K3 -8th. We have four elders, one full
time pulpit minister and eleven deacons. We are 
active in many mission fields. We are located on a 
53 acre site with an existing youth camp, just off 
Highway 74, one mile west of 1-475 on Thomaston 
Road. Interested candidates should send their 
resume to: The Thomaston Road Church of Christ, 
5859 Thomaston Road, Macon, GA 31220-5326. 
Attention: Youth Minister Search Committee 

Cherry Vista Church of Christ, in South Metro 
Denver, is seeking a full time preacher to work 
with our congregation. We are a small congregation 
committed to sound gospel teaching. For more 
information, please contact F. R. Petty (303-770-
8459) or Tom Clarke (303-694-3429) E-Mail 
[clarkett@msn.com] 

Preachers Available 
Looking for a change!!! Experienced msmster 
leaving present pulpit after three years. Last position 
15 years. Graduate Oklahoma Christian after 
attending Freed Hardeman. Will send resum~ on 
request and will visit at your convenience. Would 
prefer Central Texas area. David Massey, 625 
Seventh St., Sealy, TX 77474. (979) 627-7537. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Typesetting of gospel songs: Benny Davis, 02 
Clayton Rd., Fulton, MS 38843, 662-862-2846, 
662-401-5068 (cell), email: bsdavis@nexband.com 

Introduce a friend to the 
Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 
trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 
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Troth for Today Commentary &ties 
A complete exegesis and application of the Old and New Testament Scriptures 

by faithful scholars of the churches of Christ 

Scholars within the churches of Christ are producing a complete book-by-book commentary on the entire Bible. 
Each volume in this historic work provides remarks on every verse of the text covered, and each chapter ends with 
an application section which offers suggestions for developing sermons and Bible classes. Biblical text is New 
American Standard Bible (Updated Edition). {10-year project- 40-45 volumes) 

The authors are taking advantage of both ancient and contemporary historical and archaeological findings to give 
Insight Into the Scriptures and provide practical applications. Eddie Cloer, general editor, has taught at Harding 
University since 1976. Joining Cloer in editorial roles are Don Shackelford, Professor Emeritus of Bible at Harding 
University, where he also served as Director of lntemational Studies and Duane Warden, New Testament editor, is 
Professor of Bible and Associate Dean of the College of Bible and Religion at Harding University. 

The Scholars 
David Anguish 
Rodney Ashlock 
Mike Case 
Carl Cheatham 
Eddie Cloer 
Sellers Crain 
Earl Edwards 

Ancll Jenkins 
Dayton Keesee 
Jay Lockhart 
Cecil May Jr. 
Jack McKinney 
Bruce Mclarty 
Edward Myers 

Owen Olbricht 
Martel Pace 
Ray Paseur 
Dennis Petrillo 
Paul Pollard 
Eugene Priest 
Neale Pryor 

David Rechtin 
Coy Roper 
David Roper 
Don Shackelford 
Don Vinzant 
Duane Warden 

~~ • Colossians/Philemon by Owen Olbright, Bruce Mclarty ................ $29.95 
~~ • Isaiah by Don Sh~ckelford, Th.D., 658 pgs . ...................................... $29.95 

• Acts 1-14 by Dav1d Roper, 558 pgs . .................................................. $29.95 
• Acts 15-28 by David Roper, 560 pgs . ................................................ $29.95 
• Ezekiel by Denny Petrillo, Ph.D., 711 pgs . ........................................ $29.95 
• Revelation 1·11 by David Roper, 550 pgs . ....................................... $29.95 
• Revelation 12-22 by David Roper, 488 pgs . ..................................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 1 by David Roper, 602 pgs . ......................... $29.95 
• The Life of Christ, vol. 2 by David Roper, 683 pgs . ......................... $29.95 
• Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer, 708 pgs . .............................................. $29.95 
• Study Guide for Psalms 1-50 by Eddie Cloer .................................... $3.50 

Assists the Bible class In having an in-depth study of the Book 
of Psalms and prepares students for rich discussions of the biblical texts. 
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1884 
reT he firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 
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appreciation for his magnificent life and his powerful teaching.) 

Agnosticism 
By G. C. Brewer (deceased) 

nosticism is a form of skepticism or of d isbe
lief. As we begin to study this "ism," it seems 
wise for us to consider some of these forms 

of unbelief and to see what distinction is made be
tween them. All disbelief- by whatever name it is 
called - is destructive of faith. 

Some disbelievers are more blatant and bold than 
others. These do not hesitate to announce t hem
selves as atheists and openly to avow the fact that 
they are set for the over-throw of all religion. The 
other type is less aggressive in their purposes and 
milder in their language. They seek for some euphe
mistic and complimentary term by which to desig
nate themselves. Some of this group is clandestine 
and two-faced in their dealing. . 

At heart they are just as bitter against faith in 
God, Christ, and the Bible as the most blasphemous 
atheist. Even some moderni stic preachers have been 
reported to contribute money to the American Asso
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism. All modern
istic preachers and all " liberal" and "agnostic" col
lege professors of our day habitually praise, pet, and 
coddle Russia. W hy? Because Russia is vehemently 

atheistic. ·It is blind, bitter, and blasphemous aga inst 
all religion. These preachers and professors blandly 
smile over and wink at t he murders, robberies, bas
tardies, barbarities, and brutaliti es of the Bolsheviks 
because of their blasphemies against God. Every dis
believer, regardless of what he calls himself, rejoices 
to see faith attacked by any foe . If this has not always 
been true, it is certainly true in our age. We may see 
that conditions have been different in other times as 
we review the history of these forms. We shall now 
proceed with that study. 

Forms of Unbelief 

Skepticism originated with Pyrrha of Elis (360-270 
B.C.) . The word is from the Gree k word skeptomai, 
which means "I consider." A skeptic is supposed to 

be one who has not yet arrived at a conclusion, but 
who is carefully weighing the evidence. This is seen, 
therefore, to be a complimentary term which ancient 
unbelievers modestly applied to themselves. 

T he skeptics claimed to at tain undisturbed 
tranquility of mind by a constant balancing of oppos
ing arguments, thus reducing everything to a state of 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Absolute Authority 
of Inspired Scriptures 

By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

P
eople are abroad who would change the 
church fro m the powerful spiritual bast
ion our fathers-in-the-faith worked and 

sacrificed to achieve into a weakened, watery 
denomination. 

There is an ongoing need to examine the 
various ideas constantly put on the table for dis
cussion. 

For example, Rick Atchley, preacher for the 
North Richland Hills church in Fort Worth, has presented a ser
mon, heavily advertised by his friends and sympathizers, called 
"Learning Division." 

He is critical of those who see in the New Testament a pattern 
for salvation, service, and the church. Atchley's idea is that, in the 
"once for all delivered faith," there is no binding Bible pattern for 
anything .. . no "form of doctrine" for redemption, sanctification, 
worship, family, or morality. He says that we ought to consider the 
possibility that the New Testament is a preliminary draft and can 
be ignored, or changed at will ... but it is not necessary to obey it 
absolutely. 

If the new covenant is not a pattern but is preparatory and in
conclusive, the organization and mission of the church is at best 
uncertain and everything in the spiritual realm is tentative. That 
would include marriage. 

Our brother 's suggestion that we "suppose" the New Testa
ment is not a "blueprint," but is a preliminary drawing turns a 
blind eye and deaf ear to Jesus' statement "If a man love me, he 
will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not 
keepeth not my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, 
but the Father 's who sent me" Uohn 14:23-24). Earlier Jesus said, 
"For neither doth the Father judge any man, but he hath given all 
judgment unto the Son; that all may honor the Son, even as they 
honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the 
Father that sent him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and 
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of death into life" 
Uohn 5:22-24). 

We are to honor Jesus as we honor J ehovah. God's name is 
"hallowed" (Matt. 6:9). I checked eight good translations and ev
ery one of them uses the word hallowed in this passage. Thayer 



says the word means "to consecrate and so render inviolable." In 
this connection, Jesus taught his disciples to pray to Jehovah "Thy 
will be done, as in heaven, so on earth." 

Paul congratulated the brethren in Rome because they were 
obedient from the heart to "that form of teaching" to which they 
had been delivered (Rom. 6:17). 

Jesus is "the author of eternal salvation" to all who "obey 
him." (Heb. 5 :9). 

Peter spoke of those who "stumble at the word, being disobedi
ent" (1 Pet. 2:8). 

Paul warns, "But though we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach unto you any gospel other than that which we preached 
unto you, let him be anathema. As we have said before, so say I 
now again, if any man preacheth unto you any gospel other than 
that which ye received, let him be anathema" (Gal. 1:7-9). 

Paul wrote, "Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves 
as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye 
became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching where
unto ye were delivered; and being made free from sin, ye became 
servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:16-18). 

I am sure that brother Atchley knows that the word translated 
"servant" in the above passage is from a Greek word meaning, 
"bondservant," or "slave." Paul tells us that we must be the "slaves" 
of righteousness. David tells us that righteousness is doing "all" of 
the commands of God (Ps. 119: 170). 

But you already know that "every scripture inspired of God" is 
ironclad. It is an immutable law. Knowing this, we are in danger of 
being rankled when someone teases us with the notion that the 
Bible is a book of optional suggestions to mold, like putty, into 
whatever shape we fancy. 

Silence 

Atchley calls on us to look again at the meaning of the silence of 
the sacred scriptures. He pretends that responsible teachers in the 
church think that if the Bible is silent with reference to anything, 
that silence, standing alone, is prohibitive. 

We need to re-study this. No informed person in the church, 
to my knowledge, has claimed that silence by itself is a standard 
for anything. 

Silence can be permissive, or it can be prohibitive. Silence 
alone is permissive as long as the thing permitted does not violate 
some other principle of divine law. 

Still, silence forbids under a condition. If there is a positive 
statement, law, or requirement, and the Bible is silent with refer
ence to all other relative matters, the silence disallows everything 
not included in the explicit rule or declaration. 

If God commands us to do a specific thing, everything else in 
that category is excluded (this is sometimes called the law of inclu
sion and exclusion). 
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To Illustrate 

The Bible, for example, makes it perfectly plain that 
the action involved in Bible baptism is (1) going 
down into water, (2) being buried in the water, and 
(3) being resurrected (coming up out of the water) 
(Matt. 3:16-17; Acts 8:36-38; Rom. 6:1-4; Col. 
2:12). Since the Bible is unambiguous about the ac
tion of fa ith-based baptism, any other mode of bap
tism would be excluded - forbidden -disallowed. 

Sprinkling is not Bible-baptism. To substitute 
sprinkling for the dipping action New Testament 
baptism requires is disobedience. The holy scriptures 
are clear on the how of the baptism of the great com
miSSIOn. 

Still, God nowhere says, "Thou shalt not sprinkle 
water on a person and call that baptism," or words 
to that effect. The New Testament is silent about 
sprinkling and bapti.sm. Yet, the silence disallows 
sprinkling for baptism because the Bible is specific 
about what constitutes scriptural baptism. 

If the Bible was not specific about the nature of 
baptism, or if the Bible were silent on the matter and 
nothing precise was required, then sprinkling would 
be permissible and would not be disobedience. 

But, the truth is, the Bible is definite in telling us 
what we are to do in obeying the Lord's command to 
be baptized to wash away our sins. Its perspicuous 
definition of what constitutes baptism prohibits ev
erything else. 

Some things about baptism are unspecified and 
therefore there is room for choice. Such things as 
whether we are to baptize in running or still water, in 
a river, or lake, or pond, or cattle tank, or baptistery 
are left to human discretion. 

Another Illustration 

Because Atchley's misrepresentation of his brothers' 
teaching on what the Bible says about the silence of 
the scripture is acerbic (provoking mirth and gig
gling), still another illustration is in order. 

Please take time to read this passage: 
11Now if there was perfection through the Leviti

cal priesthood (for under it hath the people received 
the law), what further need was there that another 
priest should arise after the order of Melchizedek, and 
not be reckoned after the order of Aaron? 

12For the priesthood being changed, there is 
made of necessity a change also of the law. 

13For he of whom these things are said belongeth 
to another tribe, from which no man hath given at
tendance at the altar. 

4 july 2006 
Firm Founda1ion 

14For it is evident that our Lord hath sprung out 
of Judah; as to which tribe Moses spake nothing con
cerning priests. 

15And what we say is yet more abundantly evi
dent, if after the likeness of Melchizedek there 
ariseth another priest, 

16who hath been made, not after the law of a car
nal commandment, but after the power o£ an endless 
life: 

17for it is witnessed of him, Thou art a priest for 
ever After the order of Melchizedek (He b. 7 : 11-17). 

The Israelites were to be a holy nation of priests 
(Exod. 19:6), but there was also to be a special 
priesthood giving attendance at the altar. The Old 
Testament is precise in saying that the formal office 
of priest belonged to the tribe of Levi - it was 
Jehovah's gift to the descendants of Levi (Num. 
18:1-7). The inspired writer of the book of Hebrews 
points out that the Law of Moses was specific in say
ing that priests were to be from the tribe of Levi. He 
also observes Old Testament prophets had foretold 
that Messiah would be a priest. He is arguing there 
had to be a change of the law for the prophecy con
cerning Jesus and the priesthood to be fulfilled. 

In the course of making this argument the writer 
of Hebrews makes the following argument, which I 
will re-state in syllogistic form. 

Major Premise: The Law of M oses makes 
it mandatory fo r the formal priesthood to 
be of the tribe of Levi (Num. 18:1-7) 

Minor Premise: Moses, in his law, "spake 
nothing" concerning priest and the tribe of 
Judah (Heb. 7:14) 

Conclusion: Therefore formal priests, un
der the Mosaic system, had to be only from 
the tribe of Levi 

This is an argument from si lence. It means some
thing. To speak derisively about the restraining na
ture of the silence of scripture is unconscionable. 

Music in Worship of God 

This principle applies to music in worship of God. 
The New Testament tells us to "sing," a specific kind 
of music. New Testament writer's "spake nothing" 
concerning instrumental music in worship. The si
lence of the New Covenant and the positive com
mand to sing makes this a positive command, any 
other kind of music (instrumental) is forbidden. It is 
sinful. Instrumental music is excluded in Christian 
worship because of the specific command to "sing," 
and 'Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 



teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in 
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the 
Son" (2 John 9). 

Ancillary Considerations 
The Bible is altogether silent about some details of 
the singing such as songbooks, making the songbook 
a matter of choice. Where there is silence and the ab
sence of a explicit command, the silence gives per
mission. 

The only restraint would be that all worship is to 
be decent and in order (1 Cor. 14:40). 

The Bible says nothing about a song leader, and, 
since there is no specific command on this subject, 
we are at liberty to use this expedient. The limitation 

Agnosticism 
(continued on page 5) 

uncertainty and doubt. A boastful skeptic would, 
therefore, consider it inconsistent with his wisdom 
and dignity to believe anything. But through the ages 
skepticism has assumed the following forms: 

1. Pantheism, or antisupernaturalism. Spinoza 
(1632- 1677), the leader of this class, talks of noth
ing less than demonstration, and of being infallibly 
led to each conclusion by arguments which admit of 
no reply. He demanded a geometrical method of 
demonstration. This is what materialists of our day 
demand. They are against all supernaturalism. 

2. The academic form originated with the Soph
ists, and was revived in the seventeenth century by 
Bayle (1647-1706). The method of this form is to 
oppose all systems of belief to each other. Academic 
doubt is ever seeking, for the avowed purpose of 
never finding, and perpetually reasoning in order that 
it may never come to any conclusion. 

3. The absolute form, which strikes at the root of 
all opinions seeks to form a system of universal 
doubt in the human understanding itself. Of this type 
of skepticism the writings of Hume (1711-177 6) fur
nish an unrivaled example. 

4. Ridicule. This contains no philosophy, but is a 
mere series of doubting and jesting, of flouting and 
burlesquing. This was the method used by Voltaire 
(1694-1778), and it is still a popular method. 

5. The historical form. This is contained in a 

would be that a person leading the singing in public 
worship of God should not - must not - make a 
mockery out of it by standing on his head and lead
ing the singing while kicking his feet in the air, which 
would be indecent and therefore out of order (1 Cor. 
14:40). 

Conclusion 
"[C]asting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi
ence of Christ; and being in readiness to avenge all 
disobedience, when your obedience shall be made 
full" (2 Cor. 10:5-6). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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narrative relating to the times and circumstances 
with which Christianity is chiefly concerned, and, 
while preserving an outward regard for morals, mis
represents with irony the miraculous history of the 
Bible, and takes care, without absolutely falsifying 
facts, to· place it in an absurd and an improbable 
point of view. The history of Gibbon (1737-1794) is 
one of the most dangerous examples of this form of 
unbelief that has ever appeared. It is dangerous be
cause it admits of no reply; for, as Paley (1743-1805) 
observed, who "can refute a sneer"? 

6. Sentimental infidelity. This is the type that re
jects anything that is taught in the Bible, or that has 
been believed in the past - that is "orthodox" or 
"traditional" - and yet its representatives have 
some sort of poetical and shadowy god to worship 
and some dreamy sentiments about immortality. 
They always picture their deceased friends as living 
after death and as contending even more valiantly 
against orthodox ideas. Rousseau (1712-1778) was 
an example of this type. So was Elbert Hubbard in 
our own age. 

7. Rationalism. This form teaches that we 
should reject everything that does not seem reason
able to us. It repudiates everything that is not in har
mony with natural law and not plain to human 
understanding. It laughs at miracles. 

8. The latest form is agnosticism. This form does 
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not merely say, "I do not know," as is often claimed 
for it; it says God is unknowable, and must, there
fore, always remain unknown. 

The mere definition of these forms should help 
students, as it will enable them to classify their infi
del teachers. Some of the definitions also show the 
fallacy and the unfairness of the form. 

Agnosticism Further Defined: The Story of Its Origin 
The term "agnostic" is much misused. It is supposed 
to designate a man who is neutral on all religious 
questions. He does not have even a well-fixed opin
ion. He does not know. He takes neither side. He is 
noncommittal. This is the way the agnostic wants to 
represent himself, and he thinks he compliments 
himself. He is not gullible. He does not believe or
thodox views. They have not been scientifically dem
onstrated. Yet he is not prejudiced or narrow, and he 
would not deign to be dogmatic. He just does not 
know. 

This is what agnosticism means to many people, 
but this is a false impression. We have pointed out 
the fact that these supposed-to-be neutrals are not at 
all neutral in their sympathies and inclinations. We 
shall see also that the term was not invented to desig
nate a neutral. It is true that it carries the idea of 
something that is unknown, but it also announces 
unbelief. The true agnostic is not one who merely 
does not know because he has not studied the ques-
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tion or heard the evidence. He is not one. who is yet 
willing to hear and then decide - one who has de
ferred decision for further investigation. No indeed, 
an agnostic is a very different person from that. He is 
one who claims to have heard all the evidence and 
found none of it worth his attention. He has weighed 
all the proof and repudiated it. He now says there is 
no proof. There is not one scintilla of evidence ac
cording to his dictum. In addition, he even goes fur
ther. He says no proof can ever be found. God is not 
only unknown; he is unknowable. When man studies 
a question of that nature, his intellect has floundered 
out of its depths. according to the agnostic. 

This attitude of mind has existed from the days 
of the Greeks down, but the term "agnostic" was 
first applied to Thomas Henry Huxley (1825-1895). 
Some writers have said that he took the term from 
Paul's agnosto theo- the unknown god- of Acts 
17:23. But he himself gives a different account of its 
origin. From his own words we learn of the origin of 
the word and also the attitude that it describes. The 
following is taken from the Encyclopedia Britannica 
and found under the term '1\.gnosticism": 

Though Huxley only began to use the term 
"agnostic" in 1869, his opinion had taken 
shape some time before that date. In a letter 
to Charles Kingsley (September 23, 1860) he 
wrote very fully concerning his beliefs: 

I neither affirm nor deny the immortality 
of man. I see no reason for believing, but, 
on the other hand, I have no means of dis
proving it. I have no a priori objections to 
the doctrine. No man who has to deal daily 
and hourly with nature can trouble himself 
about a priori difficulties. Give me such evi
dence as would justify me in believing in 
anything else, and I will believe that. Why 
should I not? It is not half so wonderful as 
the conservation of force or the indestructi
bility of matter. 

It is no use to talk to me of analogies and 
probabilities. I know what I mean when I 
say I believe the law of the inverse squares, 
and I will not rest my life and my hopes 
upon weaker convictions .... 

That my personality is the surest thing I 
know may be true. But the attempt to con
ceive what it is leads me into mere verbal 
subtleties. I have champed up all that chaff 
about the ego and the none go, noumena 
and phenomena, and all the rest of it, too 
often not to know that in attempting even 
to think of these questions the human intel
lect flounders at once out of its depth. 



And again, to the same correspondent, the fifth 
of May, 1863: 

I have never had the least sympathy with 
the a priori reasons against orthodoxy, and I 
have by nature and disposition the greatest 
possible antipathy to all the atheistic and in
fidel school. Nevertheless, I know that I am, 
in spite of myself, exactly what the Chris
tian would call, and so far as I can see is jus
tified in calling, atheist and infidel. I cannot 
see one shadow or tittle of evidence that the 
great unknown underlying the phenom
enon of the universe stands to us in the rela
tion of a Father - loves us and cares for us 
as Christianity asserts. So with regard to the 
other great Christian dogmas, immortality 
of soul and future state of rewards and pun
ishments, what possible objection can I -
who am compelled perforce to believe in 
the immortality of what we call matter and 
force, and in a very unmistakable present 
state of rewards and punishments for our 
deeds -have to these doctrines? Give me a 
scintilla of evidence, and I am ready to 
jump at them. 

Of the origin of the name "agnostic" to cover the 
attitude, Huxley gave (CoiL Ess. v. pp. 237-239) the 
following account: 

When I reached intellectual maturity, and 
began to ask myself whether I was an athe
ist, a theist or a pantheist, a mater~alist or 
an idealist, a Christian or a freethmker, I 
found that the more I learned and reflected 
the less ready was the answer. The one 
thing on which most of these good people 
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were agreed was the one thing in which I il' 

differed from them. They were quite sure 
they had attained a certain 'gnosis- had 
more or less successfully solved the problem 
of existence, while I was quite sure that I 
had not, and had a pretty strong conviction 
that the problem was insoluble. This was 
my situation when I had the good fortune 
to find a place among the members of that 
remarkable confraternity of antagonists, the 
Metaphysical Society. Every variety of 
philosophical and theological opinion was 
represented there, Most of my colleagues 
were ists of one sort or another; and I, the 
man without a rag of a belief to cover him
self, could not fail to have some of the un
easy feelings which must have beset the his
torical fox when, after leaving the trap in 
which his tail remained, he presented him
self to his normally elongated companions. 
So I took thought, and invented what I con
ceived to be the appropriate title of "agnos
tic." It came into my head as suggestively 
antithetic to the 'gnostic of church history 
who professed to know so much about the 
very things of which I was ignorant. To my 
great satisfaction the term took. 

The Answer to Agnosticism 

There can be no argument with agnosticism unless it 
will consent to come into the domain of Christian 
evidence. The kind of evidence that it demands is 
impossible. And it is unreasonable to ask for evi
dence on a question that is entirely out of character 
with the question. Such a demand may be illustrated 
thus: A man shuts himself up in a dark dungeon, 
where no ray of sunlight can penetrate. He denies 
that the sun is shining, or he questions whether there 
is a sun .or any such thing as sunlight. His friends in
sist that the sun is now shining, and although you 
cannot look directly into the face of the sun, you can 
see its light, feel its warmth, and bask in its beauty. 

But the dungeon dweller declares that he has 
heard such tales all of his life, but no proof has ever 
been given. His friends urge him to come ou~ and 
enjoy the sunlight. But he sneers that there 1s no 
sunlight, and demands that if there is a handful of 
it it should be brought in to him so that he could 
t;ke it into his hands and test it; he could hold it to 
his nose and smell it and put it into his mouth and 
taste it. 

His friends cannot meet his demand. He then 
says: '~h, ha, I told you so! There is no proof, not 
one scintilla of evidence." And he settles down to a 
confirmed state of agnosticism. 
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We Walk by Faith and lot by Sight 
Christians have never claimed scientific proof for 
their position. Spiritual things cannot be demon
strated by physical research. God cannot be found 
with either the telescope or the microscope or by any 
other physical means. Christianity is a revealed reli
gion. We learn its great facts from the word of God 
- given to us by inspired men. "Canst thou by 
searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Al
mighty unto perfection?" Uob 11:7.) No. Why? Be
cause God in his wisdom shut himself off from man, 
so that man by his wisdom could not find God. Then 
God used a method to make himself known that is 
"foolishness" to those who look only for scientific 
demonstration - viz., by inspired preaching - rev
elation. "For seeing that in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom knew riot God, it was 
God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the 
preaching to save them that believe" (believe the 
preaching) (1 Cor. 1:21). 

The Ground of Faith 
Countless volumes have been written on the evi
den<;es of Christianity. The ground for theistic and 
Christian belief has been thoroughly canvassed and 
hotly contested. However, the arguments have never 
been answered even fairly considered by the oppo
nents. They evade the issue, shift the fight to irrel
evant things, and hide behind verbal subtleties. and 
endless negations. Some of Mr. Huxley's contempo
raries wrote unanswerable books on Christian evi
dence. Two names are here given: George Park 
Fisher (1827-1909) and Canon Farrar (1831-1903). 
The works of these men are still extant, and they 
have never been excelled. 

We close this article with the following eloquent 
words from Farrar: 

8 

We may freely concede that, of the separate 
existence of the immaterial soul, and our 
survival beyond "the intolerable indignities 
of dust to dust," we have no mathematical 
demonstration to offer, But this fact does 
not in the slightest degree trouble us, be
cause neither is there any such proof of the 
existence of a God. It is perfectly easy for a 
man to say, if he will: "I do not believe in a 
God. I do not care to offer up any worship, 
even of the silent sort, even at the altar of 
"the unknown and the unknowable." I do 
not even think it worth while to pray that 
wild prayer once uttered by a criminal upon 
the scaffold; "0 God, if there be a God, save 
my soul, if I have a soul." A man may say all 
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this, and plume himself on this melancholy 
abnegation of man's fairest hopes; on this 
deliberate suicide of the spiritual faculty; 
and if he considers such opinions to be a 
sign of intellectual emancipation, we can of
fer to him no proof that will necessarily con
vince him. When Vanini lay in prison on a 
charge of atheism, he touched with his foot 
a straw, which lay on his dungeon floor, and 
said that from that straw he could prove the 
existence of God. We can pluck the meanest 
flower of the hedgerow, and point to the 
exquisite perfection of its structure, the ten
der delicacy of its loveliness; we may pick 
up the tiniest shell out of myriads upon the 
shore, so delicate that a touch would crush 
it, and yet a miracle of rose and pearl, of lus
trous iridescence and fairy arabesque, and 
ask the atheist if he feel.s seriously certain 
that these things are but the accidental out
come of self-evolving laws. We can take him 
under the canopy of night and show him the 
stars of heaven and ask him whether he re
ally holds them to be nothing more than 
"shining illusions of the night, eternal im
ages of deception in an imaginary heaven, 
golden lies in dark-blue nothingness." Or 
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we may bid him watch with us the flow of 
the vast stream of history, and see how the 
great laws of it are as mighty currents "that 
make for righteousness." Or we may appeal 
to the inner voices of the being, and ask 
whether they have indeed no message to tell 
him. But if he deny or reject such arguments 
as these; if he treat with arrogant scorn that 
evidence of the things unseen which has 
been enough in all ages for the millions of 
humanity- which was enough in past times 
for Dante, and Shakespeare, and Milton, 
and Newton - which was enough till yes
terday for Brewster, and Whewell, and 
Herschel, and Faraday - if he demand a 
kind of proof which is impossible, and 
which God has withheld, seeing that it is a 
law that spiritual things can only be spiritu
ally discerned, and that we walk by faith and 
not by sight- if, in short, a man wilt not see 
God because clouds and darkness are round 
about him, although righteousness and 
judgments are the habituation of his seat, 
then we can do no more. He must bear or 
must forbear, as seems him best. We cannot 
argue about color to the blind. We cannot 
prove the glory of music to the deaf. If a 
man shuts his eyes hard, we cannot make 
him see the sun. That the blush of morning 
is fair, that the quietude of grief is sacred, 
that the heroism of conscience is noble, who 
will undertake to prove to one who does not 
see it? So wisdom, beauty, holiness are im
measurable things, appreciable by pure per
ception, but which no rule can gauge, no ar
gument demonstrate. My brethren, if you 
know God, or rather are known of him, you 
will need no proof that he is, and that he is 
the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him; and you will not be much troubled by 
the skepticism of philosophers. Oh, let us 
get near to God by faith and prayer, and we 
shall break with one of our fingers through 
the brain-spun meshes of these impotent ne
gations. Prove to us that by the word of God 
we ought only to mean "vortices of atoms," 
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or "streams of tendency," and at the end of 
such triumphant demonstrations we shall 
but kneel down before him who made us, 
and not we ourselves, and with bowed head, 
and sad yet kindling heart, shall pray, if pos
sible, with yet deeper conviction, "Our Fa
ther which art in heaven." And when we 
thus believe in him whom we have not seen, 
all else follows. We believe that he did not 
befool with irresistible longings, that he did 
not deceive with imaginary hopes, the man 
whom he had made. We believe that the 
breath of life, which came from him, shall 
not pass away. We believe that he sent his 
Son to die for us and to save us. We believe 
that because he lives we shall live also. We 
believe; we are content; we do not even ask 
for further proof. In this belief which we be
lieve that he inspireth, we shall console our
selves amid all the emptiness and sorrow of 
life; we shall advance, calm and happy, to 
the very grave and gate of death. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 

-Heritage~ 

What Will Yours Be? 

What will yours be? 

What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 

Firm Foundation, Legacy 
Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 
469-3540 • had@att.net 

july 2006 9 
Firm Foundation 



Salvation by Faith 
By Stephen Wiggins 

Since the beginning of rime God has revealed his 
will to mankind. Man, in turn, has always been 
obligated to respond by faith. This was true 

with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. This was 
true with Cain and Able. It was true with Enoch, 
Noah, and others all the way through the Old Testa
ment. It was true during the first century when the 
New Testament became effective. It is still true today. 
One of the most elemental aspects of the Christian 
system is that of faith . There never was a time, and 
there never will be a time this side of the Lord's re
turn, that mankind here on earth is not asked to 
comply with the divine will by faith. Faith is the basis 
and means by which man comes into a right relation
ship with God. 

This explains why faith is a major theme upon the 
pages of the Bible. The noun pistis is used by the writ
ers of the New Testament 243 times; the verb pisteuo 
241 times; and the adjective pistos 67 times. The 
terms faith, belief, believe, and believers all derive 
from the same root word. They are merely translated 
from different parts of speech, noun, verb, participle, 
and adjective. Over 550 times the concept of faith is 
found within the 27 documents of the New Testa
ment. The necessary human response to God's re
demptive act in Christ may be expressed and summed 
up in the word faith. Thus, the apostle could say, "Be
ing therefore justified by fai th, we have peace with 
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God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1). The 
purpose of this lecture is to elaborate upon that re
markable theme of salvation by faith . 

Necessity of Faith 

It may seem superfluous to spend time emphasizing 
the necessity and importance of faith as a condition 
of salvation. Historically, however, there have been 
those who either minimized or excluded faith alto
gether from the gospel scheme of redemption. John 
Calvin, a 16rh_century French Reformer, for ex
ample, popularized the concept of "unconditional 
election." This is the notion that before the founda
tion of the world God arbitrarily determined who 
would be saved and lost. Consequently, this "elec
tion" is "unconditional" to the extent that nor even 
faith is a prerequisite. It is unfortunate that sectarian 
bias has clouded the understanding of many on this 
important biblical theme. We here elaborate upon a 
few passages each of which refute this error and em
phasize the absolute essentialness of man's response 
by faith to the divine will. 

• Mark 16:16. Here Jesus said that "he that 
bel ieveth not shall be damned." The one who fails or 
refuses to accept the gospel by faith rests under the 
condemnation of God. While there are several con
ditions to salvation stipulated within the New Testa
ment with which one must comply in order to be 
saved Jesus here mentions the lack of only one which 
results in condemnation - unbelief. A fai lure or re
fusal to accept the gospel by faith could hardly result 
in obedience to any of the other conditions. Thus 
unbelief alone spells doom for the one who believes 
not. 

• john 8:24. Jesus states that "except ye believe 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins." The word ex
cept is exclusive. There is no possible way for anyone 
to escape the fate of dying in a lost condition, but 
with one exception. Unless one accepts by faith the 
claims Jesus made for himself that person will die 
facing the eternal consequences of his own sins. 

• Hebrews 11:6. Here the writer informs us that 
one "must believe" and how that it is "impossible" to 
please God "without faith." There are no exceptions. 



If one desires to please God, it must be done by faith. 
There is absolutely no possibility of pleasing God 
otherwise. 

•Revelation 21:8. Here the "unbelieving" are 
mentioned right along with the most horrible sinners 
im~ginable - murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, 
idolators, and all liars. Together they will all experi
ence the "second death" described as "the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone." 

Faith Defined 

The Bible does not provide precise definitions of 
words and phrases like a dictionary. It does, how
ever, use them in contexts where one can discern 
their meaning. Depending upon the context in which 
words are found, their meaning can vary. This is true 
for the term faith. When posing the question, "What 
is faith?," it is helpful to appreciate the fact that the 
term pistis is used in at least four different senses. 
Whereas the same Greek term is used, due to the 
context, one is compelled to conclude that it does 
not always mean the same thing. This is the case even 
though it is still translated with the English word 
faith in each instance. 1 

(1) The gospel. Faith is used to refer to the gospel 
or body of revealed truth. Thus, inspiration could 
declare that "the faith" has been "once for all deliv
ered unto the saints" Uude 3; cf. 1 Tim. 4:1, 5:8; 
Acts 6:7). In this sense there is but "one faith" (Eph. 
4:5). The use of the definite article "the" is often the 
key to recognizing this objective use of faith. Thus, 
when one sees "the faith" it most often refers to the 
totality of God's revealed truth. This terminology is 
likely employed because it is from the hearing of 
God's word that faith in man springs. The word is 
the basis for man's faith (Rom. 10:17). 

(2) The miraculous gift. Of the nine spiritual gifts 
dispersed within the first-century church through the 
laying on of apostolic hands, one of the these was the 
gift of "faith" (1 Cor. 12:7 -11). This "faith, so as to 
remove .mountains" is probably a reference to that 
firm persuasion and confidence needed on the part 
of inspired men to perform miraculous activity (1 
Cor. 13 :2). Without such those inspired to preach 
may have found themselves void of conviction and 
confidence needed to perform unimaginable acts of 
miraculous activity to confirm their message. This 
may explain Jesus anticipating future miraculous 
ability among the apostles to remove mountains in 
contrast to their then "little faith" (Matt. 17:19-20; 
21:21). 

(3) The convictions of one's conscience. The con
text of Romans 14 shows that Paul uses the term 
faith to refer to the convictions of one's own con
science in matters of judgment. The apostle wrote, 
"But he that doubteth is condemned if he eat, be
cause he eateth not of faith; and whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin" (v. 23 ). Paul is discussing how the "weak" 
Christian has a conscious problem with eating cer
tain foods (v. 1). These convictions concerning di
etary restrictions may have stemmed from former be
liefs, prior to one's conversion to Christianity, in 
which one practiced a pagan religion or Judaism. 
Other Christians who deemed themselves more ma
ture by knowing there are no dietary restrictions in 
Christianity may have been insensitive to others in 
these matters (1 Tim. 4:4-5). In matters of judgment, 
concerning things which are not right or wrong in 
and of themselves, one should not force upon an
other that which would violate a clear conscience. 

(4) The human response. By far the most promi
nent use of faith in the scriptures pertains to that per
sonal belief, trust, and confidence that one places in 
God and Christ for salvation from sin. The proclama
tion of God's saving message calls forth a response 
from human beings. Concerning this use of "faith" 
Hebrews 11: 1 is the most appropriate place to begin: 
"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, a 
conviction of things not seen." While some may not 
consider this a formal definition it is certain that the 
inspired writer does give us a description of what 
faith "is." The term assurance (hupostasis) refers liter
ally to something that stands under, of a foundation 
or structure of a building. It is that on which one's 
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hope is based and from this derives the sense of "con
fidence" or "assurance." The term conviction 
(elenchus) is a term from the law courts. It refers to 
an argument of disproof or refutation and is used of 
cross-examining someone with a view to establishing 
evidence. Thus, it is the "evidence" or "conviction" 
of unseen things. 2 

Faith is a combination of "assurance" and "con
viction." It is "the assurance of things hoped for," 
i.e., the full realization that the Lord, in whom we 
believe, is himself faithful and thus certain to fulfill 
every promise he has made and for which we yearn. 
It is the "conviction of things not seen," hence con
taining all the evidence any reasonable mind requires, 
though not before the senses, as to its credibility. "3 In 
some 24 instances within Hebrews chapter eleven the 
author uses the term pistis as he illustrates saving 
faith by the great actions of men and women who 
served God back in the Old Testament. Their faith in 
God was the principle upon which they based their 
lives and actions. It is the use of faith in this sense that 
we often speak of "salvation by faith." 

Nature of Faith 

An analysis of biblical faith shows that it involves at 
least three important elements: the intellect, trust, 
and obedience. Faith embraces the assent of the in
tellect from the standpoint of the mind, trust from 
the standpoint of the emotional makeup, and obedi
ence as it pertains to man's will complying with the 
divine will. These three elements of biblical faith de
serve some elaboration. 4 

(1) Intellectual consent: God does not circum
vent the mind of man in the conversion process. It is 
impossible to accept something by faith and not in
volve the mental faculties. Therefore faith involves 
the embracing of certain theological and historical 
realities by intellectual acceptance. Whereas God 
neither visibly nor audibly manifests himself to any
one today, one must not conclude that faith is 
grounded in superstition or a blind and gullible "leap 
into the dark." There is really no such thing as "blind 
faith," not in the biblical sense. Rather, faith is based 
on adequate and credible evidence that involves a 
critical use of the mind in the evaluation of that evi
dence. This reasoning is grounded in testimony
the abstract testimony of the creation (Ps. 19:1; 
Rom. 1 :20). Faith is further anchored in the reliabil
ity of the historical evidence concerning the life of 
Christ, his teaching, death, burial, and resurrection 
- the concrete testimony of scripture. Genuine faith 
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derives from facts presented to the mind and from 
which proper and correct deductions are then drawn 
(Rom. 10:17; John 20:30-31; 1 Cor. 15:1-4).5 

(2) Trust: Faith involves more than intellectual 
consent. It also includes trust, confidence, and sur
render to a person. Sometimes the term pistis is 
translated by the word trust. In John 2:23-24 it is 
said that whereas many "believed" on Jesus he did 
not "trust" himself to them. Both the terms believed 
and trust in the ASV (NIV uses "entrust") are trans
lated from verbal forms of pistis (cf. Luke 16:11; 1 
Tim. 1: 11). Consider also when Israel witnessed 
God's great power in destroying the Egyptians in the 
Red Sea. It is said that God's people "put their trust 
(pisteuo) in him" (Niv, Septuagint, Exod. 14:31). 
Faith is trust in the Lord and his promises. It is taking 
God at his word. It is the full persuasion and confi
dence that God will do what he has said he will do. 
Since God himself is said to be "faithful," faith in 
God is relying on the trustworthiness of God; that 
his promises will hold true (1 Cor. 10: 13). 

(3) Obedience: In order to distinguish saving, 
biblical faith from other kinds of faith we must point 
to another element in the definition and description 
of faith. Faith is a comprehensive term that includes 
more than mental consent and trust. It is an action 
word that includes submitting to the divine will in 
obedience. There is no saving, biblical faith separate 
and apart from obedience to God's will. Saving faith 
expresses itself in doing the divine will. From the 
biblical perspective saving faith and obedience are 
equivalent and inclusive. No one has ever been saved 
by faith until that faith expressed itself is some overt 
act of obedience by doing what God told them to do. 
This is why inspiration can properly speak of "obedi-
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ence of faith" (Rom. 1:5; 16:26). This phrase refers 
to the obedience that accompanies and is inherent 
within saving faith or "faithful obedience." 

In this comprehensive sense saving faith "is never 
a mere intellectual and/or emotional disposition di
vorced from devout obedience. Valid faith is never 
passive. It becomes redemptive quality only when it 
responds in implementing the will of Jehovah ... 
genuine faith is not a mere attitude; rather, it is a 
word of action. "6 Another way of stating this is: 
"Genuine faith in God evidences itself in doing what 
he said, in doing all that he said, and in doing what 
he said in the way he said it. "7 

Note at least three senses in which faith or belief 
is used in Scripture as it pertains to obedience, or a 
lack thereof. First, sometimes "faith" is used in the 
Bible of unavailing faith, that is, faith that does not 
save. For example, it is clear that faith divorced from 
works is dead, barren and so void of any redeeming 
quality Games 2:14-26). Second, faith or belief is 
also used in Scripture to denote only one of the con
ditions of salvation along with hearing, repentance, 
confession, and baptism. For example, it is said that 
the Corinthians "hearing believed, and were bap
tized" (Acts 18:8). Third, faith is also used in that 
comprehensive sense of complete obedience wherein 
it is made to stand for and include all the conditions 
of salvation - hearing, believing, repentance, con
fession, and baptism. Faith is so fundamental and ba
sic to the human response that often faith is used as a 
synecdoche, a figure of speech where a part stands 
for the whole, to represent the entire human re
sponse to the gospel. 

Faith, because it is the foundation of one's sur
render to Christ, and because it is the motivating fac
tor for further obedience is employed by the Bible 
writers to reflect the entire process of becoming a 
Christian. It is used as a summary term that embraces 
all the conditions inherent in the divine plan of sal
vation. Thus, man's response (obeying the gospel) to 
God's redemptive act in Christ may be expressed and 
summed up in the word faith. This is true of all the 
conditions of salvation but especially prominent in 
the case of the term faith. It is important that one ap
preciate these distinctions in connection with how 
the word faith is used in the Bible. It is in this com
prehensive sense that the apostle could say that sal
vation is received "by faith" or "through faith" 
(Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:8). A careful consideration of the 
following New Testament passages demonstrates this 
to be the case. 8 

• john 3:16. Here the concept of believing, 
which results in "eternal life," is used in the full 
sense of being obedient to the divine will. Compare 
Hebrews 5:9 where "eternal salvation" is said to re
sult from obedience. The faith that saves is the faith 
that manifests itself in obedience. 

• john 3:36. "He who believes (pisteuo) on the 
Son has eternal life; but he who obeys not (apeitho) 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abides on him" (ASV). The opposite of believing is 
disobeying. In the ultimate sense, therefore, to be
lieve the Lord is to do what he says to do. 

• Acts 2:38, 41, 44. When those on Pentecost 
asked what they must do to be saved the apostle Pe
ter replied, "Repent and be baptized for the remis
sion of your sins." As Peter continued to exhort them 
to "save" themselves the Bible informs us that "they 
who gladly received his word were baptized." The 
author then informs us, ''And all that believed were 
together." Here the term believed sums up the obedi
ence previously described. 

• Acts 14:1-2. When Paul and Barnabas preached 
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in !conium the results were that "a great multitude of 
both Jews and Greeks believed." The next sentence 
states: "But the Jews that were disobedient stirred up 
the souls of the Gentiles, and made them evil af
fected against the brethren (ASV). Notice once again 
how that the concept of believing is put in contrast to 
disobedience. In this sense to believe is to obey and 
to disbelieve is to disobey. 

• Acts 16:30-34. When the Philippian jailor asked, 
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" this led to the word 
of the Lord being spoken to him and his family. Indica
tive of his penitent faith, he washed the apostle's 
stripes, and was then baptized immediately "the same 
hour of the night." The inspired author then sums up 
the whole process of the conversion by noting that the 
jailor and his family had "believed in God." In biblical 
parlance one who has believed in God has obeyed the 
gospel of Christ. 

•Acts 19:1-2. When Paul came to Ephesus he 
found some disciples whom he asked, "Did ye re
ceive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?" When they 
answered in the negative he then asked, "Into what 
then were ye baptized?" Here the term believed is 
used as a synecdoche. Paul is actually asking them if 
they received the Spirit when they obeyed the gos
pel. This is especially clear when he frames the sec
ond question concerning their baptism. Baptism, as a 
part of gospel obedience, is included in the belief 
process of becoming a Christian. 

• Hebrews 3:18-19. Here the Hebrew writer 
notes that many rebellious Israelites were not able to 
enter the Promised Land because they were "disobe
dient." Yet in the very next verse he says they were 
not able to enter because of "unbelief." It is clear 
from this that unbelief equals disobedience. Within 
the Bible true, saving faith is never divorced from 
obedience. 

Faith Alone 

Roman Catholicism claims that salvation is based 
on human, meritorious works. Protestant denomina
tionalism goes to the other extreme by alleging that 
salvation is received at the point of "faith alone," 
before and without any other acts of obedience. His
tory documents how 16th-century Reformer, Martin 
Luther, inserted into his German translation the word 
only at Romans 3:28 making it read that one is "justi
fied by faith only." He was severely criticized for this. 
But when it was pointed out that his aberrant trans
lation now contradicted the book James, Luther did 
the unthinkable and repudiated the authenticity of 
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James calling it a "right strawy epistle." By using this 
phrase to describe the biblical document I take it that 
Luther concluded the book of James was not made of 
the right kind of stuff; it was not authentic. 

Luther's influence is felt to this day, almost 500 
years later. A cardinal doctrine of present day denom
inationalism is the error of "salvation by faith only." 
For example, the Discipline of the Methodist church 
states "wherefore, that we are justified by faith 
only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of 
comfort" (1890 ed., p. 15). In J.M. Pendleton's Bap
tist Church Manual it is stated that justification 
is "solely through faith" (p. 48). Whereas there are 
several passages within the New Testament which 
clearly show that this "faith only" doctrine is palpa
bly false, the following are some of the most promi
nent: 

• john 1:12. In this passage those who "received" 
Christ are equivalent with those who "believe on his 
name" and thus have "the right to become children of · 
God." Here is clear and convincing evidence that the 
mere act of believing does not constitute one a child 
of God as the advocates of justification by faith only 
affirm. The word right conveys that the believer has 
the privilege to proceed with his obedience to be
come a child of God; not that one is already a child. It 
is impossible to become what one already is. 

• John 8:31-32. Jesus said to some of the Jews 
that "believed him" that they could become his true 
disciples "if" they continued in his word. Their abid
ing in his word, then, would allow them to know the 
truth and be set free from the bondage ofsin. It is 
clear that even though they "believed" him, their 
faith was superficial and did not lead them to obey 
the Master's will. It was to these same believers that 
Jesus said, "Ye are of your father the devil" (v. 44). 
These believers were children of the devil, not chil
dren of God. 

• fohn 12:42-43. Many of the Jewish rulers "be
lieved on him" but would not "confess" their faith 
before the Pharisees least they be put out of the syna
gogue. The writer further states that these believers 
"loved the glory that is of men more than the glory 
that is of God." In the original Greek text the phrase 
"on him" is the exact same wording as believing "in 
him" (KJV) or "on him" (ASV) in John 3:16 where 
the believer is promised eternal life. -

• fames 2:24. This passage is especially pertinent 
to the discussion because here the biblical writer ac
tually uses the phrase "faith only" (KJV). Instead, 
however, of salvation being by faith only it is specifi-



cally said that such is "not" the case. Could it be any 
plainer? Faith divorced from works of obedience is 
described as "dead" (v. 26). The faith that does not 
obey is inoperative and unproductive. It cannot and 
will not save. 

Conclusion 
In speaking of God's redemptive act toward both 
jew and Gentile the apostle Peter states, "and he 
made no distinction between us and them, cleansing 
their hearts by faith" (Acts 15 :9). Of special interest 
here is the fact that, in the conversion process, God 
is said to cleanse one's heart by faith. In the original 
text the article preceding "faith" reveals that the 
faith system is under consideration. The heart is 
cleansed ("purified," NIV) by "the faith." The point 
of the speaker is that the Gentiles are to be saved by 
the gospel system and not the Mosaic regime.9 Ex
actly how, then, is this purification or cleansing ac
complished? Peter tells us in another place: "Seeing 
ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the 
truth" (1 Pet. 1 :22). God purifies the heart and soul 
of man by "the faith" or the gospel truth, which is his 
power to save, when one obeys it from the heart 
(Rom. 1:16; 6:17-18). May all be encouraged to cul
tivate that "unfeigned faith" which "dwelt" in Timo
thy, his grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice (2 
Tim. 1:5). 

(Endnotes) 
1 I am indebted to brother Roy Lanier for the following points. See Roy 
Lanier, Jr., "Faith Has Four Meanings," Gospel Advocate Uune 17, 
1982), p. 370. 
2 Neil Lightfoot, jesus Christ Today: A Commentary on the Book of He
brews (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1976), p. 204. 
3 Guy N. Woods, Questions and Answers (Nashville: Gospel Advocate, 
1986), p. 119. 
4 I am indebted to brother Everett Ferguson for the following points. 
See Everett Ferguson, The Church of Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for 
Today (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), pp. 165-169. 
5 Wayne jackson, Bible Words and Theological Terms Made Easy (Stock
ton, CA: Courier Publications, 2002), pp. 21, 57. 
6 Wayne jackson, "A Perversion of Biblical Faith," Christian Courier 
(May 1993), p. 2. 
7 Guy N. Woods, "Tests of Faith," Gospel Advocate (April4, 1985), p. 
200. 
8 For a greater understanding of the following passages I am indebted to 
brother Wayne jackson. See his commentary, The Acts of the Apostles: 
From jerusalem to Rome (Stockton, CA: Courier Publications, 2005), 
pp. 415-418. 
9 Ibid., p. 175. 
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The Garren-Ketcherside Movement 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

I n 1981 Dr. Leroy Garrett published his inter 
pretation of the American Restoration Move 
ment. For the title of his book he chose the 

phrase, "The Stone Campbell Movement." Garrett 
claims this expression as his contribution to our un
derstanding of our movement. Since that time "the 
Stone Campbell Movement" has become a favorite 
term for the malcontents of the change movement 
who are working among us. Loath to speak of "the 
church of Christ" in a positive way, or of the Lord's 
church, or Christ's church when discussing our 
brotherhood, they much prefer a moniker that im
plies we are but a denomination founded by these 
two uninspired men. 

Beginning in early 1950s, Garrett and his co
worker, W. Carl Ketcherside, waged unceasing war 
against the mainstream of churches of Christ. Both 
men spent their earlier years as champions of a dying 
faction of the church birthed by Daniel Sommer. 
Their gospel had been the most virulent form of anti
ism or legalism. Their chief issues had been opposi
tion to churches employing and supporting full-time 
ministers, Christian schools and childcare homes. As 
their churches dwindled to a scattered handful, they 
looked about and found a new field in which to exer
cise their gifts. They became the apostles of unity in 
diversity, laboring night and day to bring churches 
of Christ into fellowship with Disciples of Christ and 
Christian Churches. They had no criticisms for the 
liberal Disciples or for the denominational-minded 
Christian Churches. All their criticisms they re
served for the mainstream churches of Christ. On 
them they heaped all the blame for the break in fel
lowship that occurred at the turn of the 20m century. 
Masters of the art of ridicule, sarcasm, and insinua
tion they traversed the globe belittling the church of 
Christ and seeking to draw away disciples after 
themselves. They loved, excused, and accepted as 
brothers members of all sorts of denominational bod
ies. They were accepted and honored, especially by 
the folks in the Disciples of Christ and Christian 
Churches. Among those groups they were generally 
held up as bona fide representatives of the brother
hood of churches of Christ. The fact was that until 
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the turn of this present century both men were 
viewed as factionist and apostates by 98 percent of 
the brotherhood. They were welcomed at virtually 
no congregation or school of our brethren. 

These champions of their own cause were not eas
ily discouraged. All those years both men published 
gospel papers that were sent to unsuspecting 
students, young preachers and the few that were lib
erally inclined. They issued books promoting their 
gospel. They roamed the country looking for sheep to 
steal. They met privately with those who were easily 
led astray. Now, after half a century, the tares they 
sowed have multiplied and are found in churches all 
over the nation. Those among us whom we often re
fer to as change agents are the disciples of these two 
divisive men. The message of their change movement 
is not new and certainly not original with today's 
young teachers. They are parroting the gospel accord
ing to Garrett and Ketcherside. Abilene Christian 
University, the engine driving the change movement, 
recently honored Dr. Garrett for his life-time achieve
ments and published his autobiography. I am sure it 
warmed his old heart to see his gospel accepted by the 
administration and faculty of that school and recom
mended to the great host of preachers and elders that 
were gathered there. 

If one takes the time to go back and read the ar
ticles published by Garrett and Ketcherside and then 
compares them with the message of today's promot
ers of change, he will quickly see the similarity in 
the two. He will be forced to conclude that since the 
Garrett/Ketcherside doctrine was fully developed 
and widely preached for upwards of half a century 
before today's change movement blossomed, they 
must be given full credit as fathers of the system. 
Thus to give honor to whom honor is due, I think we 
should henceforward identify our change agents as 
disciples of the Garrett/Ketcherside movement which 
in the name of uniting the church created yet an
other division in the body of Christ. May they reap 
what they have sown. 

12630 W. Foxfire Dr. 
Sun City West, AZ 8537 5 
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Who Am I? 
By Raymond Elliott 

I customarily read the obituaries in the local news 
paper and one morning I observed something 
unusual. A lady recently died and in mention

ing her kindred, the point was clearly made-that she 
was the great, great, great granddaughter of George 
Washington. It was evident that her family members 
wanted the fact of this lady's ancestry known. 

It seems that a basic need we have is to know 
who we are and where we came from. Alex Haley's 
deep desire to know his family's ancestry led him 
over an extended period of time to do much research 
and travel. He then wrote the book, Roots. We have 
known individuals who were adopted as children 
who made every effort to know the identity of their 
biological parents. While these people loved and ap
preciated their adopted parents, there was a real 
longing in their hearts to learn of their family back
ground. 

In biblical times, the Jews' had great pride in be
ing the offspring of Abraham. They would proudly 
exclaim that ''Abraham is our father'' Uohn 8:39). 
They seemed always to be involved in tracing their 
lineage back to the great patriarch. Paul warned 
Timothy not to give heed to {{endless genealogies" 
(1 Tim. 1:4). 

The most important family relationship however 
is not the physical but the spiritual. Most of us can
not gloat in a 'blue blood' ancestry. By faith, having 
been baptized into Christ, we are the children of 
God (Gal. 3:26, 27). ''And if you ye are Christ's, then 
you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to prom
ise" (Gal. 3 :29). Jesus is our elder brother and we are 
''ioint-heirs" with him (Rom. 8: 17). It is more impor
tant also to know where we are going than to know 
where we came from. This earthly pilgrimage will 
soon end and eternity will be before us. The question 
might be asked, "Where will you be a million years 
from now?" The child of God possesses confidence 
through faith that he will be with his Father. How
ever the person who has not been born of ''water and 
the Spirit" cannot manifest that hope Uohn 3:5). 
Only eternal darkness, despair and destruction await 
that individual (Matt. 25 :41). We must understand 
that the end is better than the beginning. If one dies 

in Christ he will live with the Lord throughout the 
ceaseless ages of eternity (Rev. 14:13; Matt. 25:34). 

The person who is only a pauper in this life but 
who is rich in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ will have 
laid up treasures in heaven and will inherit the crown 
of righteousness that is promised to all who have 
fought the good fight, finished the course and kept 
the faith (Matt. 6:20; 2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

The blood of Jesus Christ that washes away our 
sins is much more important to us than the blood 
that might be found in our ancestry (Rev. 1 :5). The 
apostle Peter states this truth in 1 Peter 1:17-19, 
'~d if you call on the Father, who without partiality 
judges according to each one's work, conduct your
selves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 
knowing that you were not redeemed with corrupt
ible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless con
duct received from your fathers, but with the pre
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot." 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067 

raymondelliott@knology.net 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

o Be faithful - Rev 2:·1 0 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

1). 
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Presbyterian Church 
Compiled, edited, and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

J
ohn Knox was a disciple of George Wishart, who 

was burned at the stake on orders of a Roman 
Catholic Cardinal. Knox was imprisoned by the 
French, but escaped to England, and finally to 

Geneva where he spent much time studying with 
John Calvin. He was recalled to Scotland where he 
taught Calvin's theology, and where he died of natu
ral causes Nov. 24, 1572, at the age of 58. 

The Westminster Confession represents the sys
tematic expression of Puritan teaching. It was 
adopted by the Church of Scotland in 1648 and is 
the basic creed of Presbyterian groups. It was pro
duced by the Westminster Assembly, which met regu
larly in Westminster Abbey until 1649. The confes
sion was completed in 1646 and presented to the 
British Parliament, which approved it June 1648. 

When the English monarchy was restored in 
1660, the Episcopal form of church government was 
reinstated, and the Presbyterian confession lost its 
official status in England. 

It was adopted by the Church of Scotland in 
164 7, by various American and English Presbyterian 
bodies (with some modifications), and by some Con
gregationalists and Baptists. 

The Westminster Confession is a consensus of 
Calvinism: 

• It has 33 chapters, and provides some latitude 
among points of view recognized within the ortho
doxy of the time. 

• It states the sole doctrinal authority is scripture. 
• It agrees with and restates the doctrines of the 

Trinity and of Christ from the creeds of the early 
church. 

• It states reformed 1 views of the sacraments, the 
ministry, and the two covenants of works and grace. 

• It teaches the eternal decree (predestination) -
that "some men and angels are predestinated unto 
everlasting life, and others foreordained to everlast
ing death," and yet "neither is God the author of sin, 
nor is violence done to the will of creatures." 

John Knox, leader of the Scottish Reformation, 
shaped the form of government it adopted, from 
which it derived the name Presbyterian (elders or el
dership). 
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The official Web Site of the Presbyterian Church 
in America (Pcusa. Org) claims that Presbyterians are 
descended from the apostolic church of the first cen
tury, but acknowledges its debt to Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, and John Knox. 

The Presbyterian Church traces its ancestry back 
primarily to Scotland and England. Knox, aided by a 
committee of distinguished churchmen, laid before 
the Scottish Parliament the First Book of Discipline 
containing proposals for the constitution and finance 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

• Worship was to be regulated by the Book of 
Common Order (also called Knox's Liturgy), accord
ing to which congregations were to be governed by 
elders elected annually by the people. 

• The Presbytery (elders) select the preacher for 
the congregation. 

• Ministers are elected by the people but ap
pointed only after rigorous examination of life and 
doctrine by their ministerial brethren. 

• The ablest ministers were to be appointed su
perintendents of areas corresponding to the old dio
ceses, and were assisted by synods (church councils) 
of ministers and elders. 

The first American Presbytery was organized at 
Philadelphia in 1706. The Presbyterian Church in 
the United States has split several times. In addition 
to the Presbyterian Church USA there are the Presby
terian Church in America, the Cumberland Presbyte
rian Church and the Associate Reformed Presbyte
rian Church. 

A slogan for the Lutheran Reformation was "by 
faith alone." Reformed Presbyterians added the prin
ciple "to God alone the glory." 

Sacraments 

The Presbyterian Church understands the Lord's 
Supper and Baptism to be Sacraments. 

Baptism follows justification, which comes by di
rect action of the Holy Spirit on those elected to salva
tion by divine decree (predestination). The order is: 

• babies are born depraved and helpless; 
• God decided before ·he laid the foundations of 

the universe who would be eternally saved and who 



would be eternally lost (doctrine of Election and Rep
robation); 

• Jesus died only for the elect (those appointed to 
salvation); 

• the Holy Spirit would come with irresistible 
force into the life of the person predestined to salva
tion; 

• the saved person could not thereafter be lost. 
Baptism with water is for admittance into the visible 
church, but not in order to receive salvation. 

• The water of baptism may be applied to the 
person by pouring, sprinkling, or immersion, though 
sprinkling is preferred by Presbyterians. "By what
ever mode the water should be applied visibly and 
generously" (Book of Order W-3.3605). 

• Water baptism is symbolic only and is not nec
essary to salvation. 

• Baptism is received only once. 
• The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) recognizes 

all baptisms with water in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit administered by all 
Christian churches. 

• The Lord's Supper is a communion with Christ 
and with all who belong to Christ. Reconciliation 
with Christ compels reconciliation with one another. 

• All the baptized faithful are welcomed to the 
table (Book of Order W-2.4006). 

• The Lord's Supper is to be observed on the 
Lord's Day in the regular place of worship. 

• It is appropriate to observe the Lord's Supper 
as often as each Lord's Day. It is to be observed regu
larly and frequently enough to be recognized as inte
gral to the Service for the Lord's Day (Book of Order 
W-2.4009). 

• In preparing to receive "Christ in this Sacra
ment," the believer is to confess sin and brokenness, 
to seek reconciliation with God and neighbor, and to 
trust Jesus for renewal and cleansing (Book of Order 
W-2.4011a). 

Infant Baptism 

The baptism of children witnesses that God's love 
claims people before they are able to respond in faith 
(Book of Order W-2.3008). The baptism of infants 
signifies (1) the faithfulness of God; (2) the washing 
away of sin; (3) rebirth; (4) putting on the fresh gar
ment of Christ; (5) being sealed by God's Spirit; (6) 
adoption to the covenant; (7) resurrection and illu
mination in Christ (Book of Order W-2.3004). In
fant baptism is usually done by sprinkling water on a 
baby. 

Predestination 

Predestination - Calvin taught God has "predes
tined" or "elected" some people to be saved in Jesus 
Christ and others not to be. (Westmiinster Confes
sion of Faith, Chapter Ill, God's Eternal Decree). 

For Calvin, the point of the doctrine of predesti
nation was to remind us that God is free and gra
cious. There is nothing that we can do to earn God's 
favor. 

Presbyterians say the doctrine of predestination, 
properly understood, frees us from speculating 
about who is saved and who is not. God has taken 
care of these matters in the mystery of God's own 
being. 

Predestination is to be "held in harmony with the 
doctrine of [God's] love to all mankind ... [and] with 
the doctrine that God desires not the death of any 
sinner, but has provided in Christ a salvation suffi
cient for all" (amendment to the Westminster Con
fession of Faith, 6.192). 

The Auburn Heresy 

In May of 1922 Harry Emerson Fosdick (Baptist) 
preached a sermon (Shall the Fundamentalist Win?) 
in the First Presbyterian Church of New York City 
which was the signal for an outbreak of the conflict 
between historic Christianity and modern liberalism. 

The sermon provoked a statement by a majority 
of Presbyterian preachers called the Auburn Mfirma
tion. The affirmation challenged and denied 5 Bible 
doctrines: (1) truth of Holy Scripture; (2) virgin 
birth of Jesus; (3) miracles of the Bible; (4) vicarious 
sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary; (5) resurrection of Jesus. 

The Presbyterian Church USA was divided over 
the Auburn Heresy - the majority going with the 
liberal position, and a minority rejecting that posi
tion. J. Gresham Machen championed the conserva
tive group2• 

The conservative Presbyterian group (Westmin
ster Theological Seminary) professes the following 
core values: 

• The triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
is worthy of the worship of all people in all places of 
his dominion, and this fact must be the fundamental 
motive for every human activity. 

• Scripture, as the "very Word of God written," 
is absolutely authoritative and without error. 

• Reformed orthodoxy, as informed by the sys
tem of doctrine contained in the Westminster Stan
dards, represents faithfully and accurately what 
scripture teaches. 
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• Biblical theology (in the tradition of Geerhardus 
Vos) and presuppositional apologetics (in the tradi
tion of Cornelius Van Til) are among the crucial meth
ods to be used in interpreting and applying the 
teaching of scripture and in developing a biblical 
worldview. 

• A learned ministry set in the lifestyle of humble 
and "holy affection" for Jesus Christ is essen
tial in today's church and world and must be mod
eled by the board, administration, faculty, and stu
dents. 

• A fundamental mandate of the church, discipl
ing the nations for the glory of Christ, requires cul
turally sensitive, theologically competent ministers 
who have both the ability and the passion to apply 
"the eternal word" of scripture to "the changing 
world" in which God has placed us. 

• Because there is "one body and one Spirit," all 
who would "build up the whole body of Christ" must 
"make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace." 

Westminster is committed to scripture and to the 
systematic exposition of biblical truth known as the 
Reformed faith. Copies of the Westminster Confes
sion of Faith are available from the Admissions Of
fice. In addition to the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and Catechisms, the Seminary treasures the 
rich and harmonious diversity of creeds and confes
sions within the historic Reformed tradition. In par
ticular, it recognizes that the system of doctrine 
contained in scripture is also confessed in the 
Three Forms of Unity (the Belgic Confession, the 
Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of Dort). 
Westminster desires to be used in training ministers 
of the gospel and others for service in those churches 
committed to the Three Forms of Unity as subordi
nate standards. 

Presbyterians were originally hardcore Calvinist, 
but the liberal branch has become a band of unbe
lievers committed to social reform. The conservative 
Westminster branch advocates the inerrancy of the 
original manuscripts of the Bible, and professes to 
accept the Bible as an absolute authority. 

Errors 

Presbyterians sprinkle babies as an act of baptism. 
The Bible teaches that one must believe prior to bap
tism (Mark 16: 16), and the believer must repent 
prior to baptism (Acts 2:38). Since a baby can neither 
believe nor repent, it is not subject to Bible baptism. 

If the Presbyterian doctrine of predestination is 
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correct, individuals cannot change their eternal 
destiny. Presbyterians teach that God predetermined, 
before the foundation of the world, whether one will 
be in heaven with God, or be in the lake of fire and 
brimstone with the Satan throughout eternity. Ac
cording to this mistaken view a divine fiat- arbi
trary order - predetermined who would be saved 
and who would be lost - and it cannot be altered. 
The Bible however teaches that Jesus died for all, 
and all people have the power to believe and obey 
the word of God. Whosoever will may take the life
giving water of salvation Uohn 3:15; 12:46; Rev. 
22: 17). The gospel is to be preached to every crea
ture in the entire world in every generation (Mark 
16:16; Matt. 28:18-20), indicating that all of God's 
human creatures may believe and obey, receiving the 
promise of eternal salvation. 

Presbyterians say a direct, immediate, and irre
sistible act of the Holy Spirit is the source of all 
spiritual blessings. The Bible teaches that the gospel 
is the power of God to save (Rom. 1:16). The New 
Testament also says that the word of God is suffi
cient to make the believer perfect in the sight of 
God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The sword of the (Holy) 
Spirit is the word of God (Eph. 6:17). The Holy 
Spirit revealed and confirmed the sacred scriptures 
Uohn 16:13; Heb. 2:1-4). Man as the ability of ac
cept or reject God's offer of mercy and judge himself 
either worthy or unworthy of eternal life (Acts 
13:46). The gospel is the power of God to save 
(Rom. 1:16). 

Presbyterians also teach Bible baptism is the sign 
of salvation received by grace alone through faith 
only. The new covenant teaches that baptism is to 
wash away sins (Acts 22:16). 

Every one of the five points of Calvinism (taught 
by Presbyterians) is wrong, according to the Bible. 

(Sources: Encarta Reference Library; Encyclope
dia Britannic; Internet: especially the official Presbyte
rian Web Page- PCUSA.ORG). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

11 The word refonned was used because much of the teaching and prac
tice of the Roman Catholic Church was being changed and renewed. 
1 U.S. Presbyterian scholar (Princeton Theological Seminary) who 
joined in forming the doctrinally conservative Presbyterian Church in 
America (1936; later named the Orthodox Presbyterian Church) after 
his suspension from the ministry by the General Assembly of the Presby
terian Church, U.S.A., for his opposition to modem liberal revision of 
the t71h·century English Presbyterian creed, the Westminster Confes
sion of Faith. He helped found Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia. Fp 



Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bi FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N ~ Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization~of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of Infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Tall Tales 
By Owen Cosgrove 

The apostle Paul wrote that faith comes by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God. 
The French theologian John Calvin insisted 

that people are born totally depraved and that they 
cannot believe without a miraculous intervention by 
God. This belief in a "divine call" and a supernatural 
"direct operation" by the Holy Spirit led to the cus
tom of testimonial meetings where people would re
count some event that they took to be God's call 
upon them. 

Often, testimonial meetings became the occasion 
of some rather tall tales about the miraculous event 
that turned the testifier's life around. In addition, in 
the excitement of such gatherings there was a ten
dency to add just a little gusto and interpretation to 
some occasion that the testifier had been through. 

There is the story about a fellow who told a rather 
impressive tale as his proof that God had given him a 
miraculous call. The communicants immediately 
voted him into their fellowship. On the way home, his 
wife said, "John, I was impressed by your testimony 
tonight, but we have been married for thirty years and 
that is the first time I ever heard of those things." 
"Well, honey," he admitted, "I got a little bit carried 
away and stretched things a little bit." 

"Oh, honey," the wife replied, "that means that 
part of that story was a fib. Now you need to go back 
and tell those people that you exaggerated, and that 
did not really happen." When he did, the church 
folks disfellowshipped him. "Well, doesn't that beat 
all!" he mused to himself, "When I told a lie they 
voted me in, and when I told the truth, they voted 
me out!" 

"Exaggerate" comes from Latin words that gen
erally mean "to pile it on." 

The Fourfold Gospel 
by J.W. McGarvey and Philip Pendleton 

A complete chronological life of Christ, divided Into titled 
sections and sub-divisions, with comments interjected 
in the text. CMFE02, Hardback, 769 pgs. 

$29.99 • $6.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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J.B. Owens, a 19th-century American educator 
wrote, "Some men can never state an ordinary fact in 
ordinary terms. All of their geese are swans until you 
actually see the birds." 

An old French proverb says, "We weaken what we 
exaggerate." One pundit said, "There is no strength in 
exaggeration; even the truth is weakened by being 
expressed too strongly." 

We are impressed, but not necessarily convinced, 
by the sweet old couple where one or the other says, 
"We have been married for over 60 years and we 
have never had a cross word with each other." It's a 
beautiful thought, and I guess that it is remotely pos
sible, but if it is literally true it may indicate either a 
poor memory, or that someone has taken some 
abuse. It's sort of like a fellow saying, "In 40 years 
that I have been on the school board, we've never 
had a moment's conflict." Hmmm. 

There is an old story about two fellows visiting 
who were both known to be rather ardent truth 
stretchers. One told how that on a fishing trip he had 
caught a bass that weighed 41 pounds. When it came 
to be the other fellow's turn, he told of the time that 
he and two comrades were deep sea diving in the 
Gulf of Mexico and they found an old Spanish gal
leon that was sunk in the 18th century and one of its 
lanterns was still burning. 

The first fellow blinked and thought for a 
minute, and then he said, "You know that story 
about the old Spanish ship is bothering me a little. 
I'll knock ten pounds off of that bass if you'll blow 
that light out in that lantern!" 

Tryon Edwards, a 19th-century American editor, 
wrote, "Some persons are exaggerators by tempera
ment. They do not mean untruth, but their feelings 
are strong, and their imaginations vivid, so that their 
statements are largely discounted by those of calm 
judgment and cooler temperament. They do not re
alize that we always weaken what we exaggerate." 
Truth is beautiful and powerful in its own light. 
When we damage it, it damages us. 

206 Spring Creek 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
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Noah's Flood • Magnificent Deluge 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Ktr.ina, tsunami, coal mine explosions, Philip
pine mudslides and more are natural disasters. 
Whereas, Noah's flood was a mighty miracle. 

Actually, it was God's flood and Noah was the 
prominent person in the calamity. 

Who Was Noah? 

Noah was the son of Lamech and also the grandson 
of the oldest recorded person, Methuselah. His three 
sons were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. At the time of 
the flood Noah was 600 and he lived to be 950. 

He was a "preacher of righteousness" (2 Pet. 2:5). 
While he prepared the ark, he was likely preaching to 
the wicked people over a period of one hundred 
twenty years. ''And the LORD said, 'My Spirit shall 
not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet 
his days shall be one hundred and twenty years" (Gen. 
6:3). [All scripture references are from the New King 
James Version, unless otherwise noted.] 

Knowing what we learn about Noah it is no sur
prise that he is listed in the . "heroes of faith" in He
brews 11. "By faith Noah, being divinely warned of 
things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 
an ark for the saving of his household, by which he 
condemned the world and became heir of the righ-
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An extensive treatment of both biblical and 
scientific evidences for a global flood as 
explained in Genesis 6-8. The classic in its field 
that inititiated much of the current creation/ 
evolution controversy. Still extremely relevant. 
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teousness which is according to faith" (He b. 11 : 7). 
When his contemporaries were disobedient, he dem
onstrated faith in God and His promises. 

From building the ark and completing plans God 
gave, he was strictly obedient. "Thus Noah did; ac
cording to all that God commanded him, so he did" 
(Gen. 6:22). Three other times the divine historian 
recorded his obedience - Genesis 7:5, 9, 16. 

He was God approved. He found "grace in the 
eyes of the Lord" (Gen. 6:8). A further description of 
him was that he was a "just man," and one who was 
"perfect in his generations." 

Like Enoch, he "walked with God" (Gen. 6:9). He 
was righteous and blessed of God (Gen. 7:1; 9:1) . It is 
clear why God would select Noah to prepare the ark 
and become the Adam to repopulate the world. 

The Flood Described 

God spoke to Noah to build the flrk according to a 
pattern (Gen. 6 :14). His faith led him to obey (Heb. 
11:7). He set about to build it when he was not near 
an ocean. He endured scoffers while he was building 
it. He was given a mammoth assignment that re
quired many years. Not only the construction of the 
ark, but he must select the animals and food stuff for 
them and for the eight persons. 

He must select gopher wood (which we do not 
know its identity) and apply "pitch" to prevent water 
leaks. It was 450 ft. long by 75 ft. high by 45 ft. 
wide. It had three decks, one door and one window. 

Clean and unclean animals were selected. Noah 
and his family entered the ark (box) seven days and 
then God closed the door and then 40 days of rain 
began. The Flood was from Noah's 600th year on the 
second month and the 17th day and they left the ark 
on the 601st year, second month, on the 27th day. 
They were inside the ark for over a year, which was a 
major accomplishment. The ark floated to the moun
tains of Ararat and they waited for the water to re
cede. 

Noah sent a raven to see if it could find dry land. 
It did not return and he then sent a dove. On the sec
ond trip, the dove brought back an olive leaf, which 
meant Noah could leave the ark for the clean earth. 

July 2006 23 
Firm Foundation 



Moses describes the Great Flood as follows: 
On the very same day Noah and Noah's 

sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah's 
wife and the three wives of his sons with 
them, entered the ark - they and every 
beast after its kind, all cattle after their 
kind, every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth after its kind, and every bird after 
its kind, every bird of every sort. And they 
went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of 
all flesh in which is the breath of life. So 
those that entered, male and female of all 
flesh, went in as God had commanded him; 
and the LORD shut him in. 

Now the flood was on the earth forty 
days. The waters increased and lifted up the 
ark, and it rose high above the earth. The 
waters prevailed and greatly increased on 
the earth. And the ark moved about on the 
surface of the waters. And the waters pre
vailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the 
high hills under the whole heaven were cov
ered. The waters prevailed fifteen cubits up
ward, and the mountains were covered. 
And all flesh died that moved on the earth: 
birds and cattle and beasts and every creep
ing thing that creeps on the earth, and every 
man. All in whose nostrils was the breath of 
the spirit of life, all that was on the dry 
land, died. So He destroyed all living things 
which were on the face of the ground: both 
man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of 
the air. They were destroyed from the 
earth. Only Noah and those who were with 
him in the ark remained alive. And the wa
ters prevailed on the earth one hundred and 
fifty days. (Gen. 7:13-24). 

The Universal Flood 

Skeptics have denied the Flood; some have said it was 
a "local flood." It has been called a Mesopota- mian 
flood since it was in Mesopotamia surrounded by 
three seas - Mediterranean, Black and Caspian. This 
does not fit the Bible account. The waters prevailed 
over the mountains, all flesh of man and beast, and all 
who had breath of life. In the three devastations, it is 
significant that each time the word all is used which 
would indicate the flood was universal (Gen. 7: 19-22). 

The New Testament confirms that the deluge was 
over the "world" (2 Pet. 3:5 -6). It is easy to conclude 
that the impact of the powerful flood caused the land 
mass to become divided into continents. Looking at a 
world map one can conjecture how that all land was 
at one time a unit before the continental divide. This 
might have happened when the "fountains of the 
great deep were broken up, and the windows of 
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heaven were opened" (Gen. 7:11). Consider the idea 
in the word Pangaea. 

Reason for the Flood 

God used the flood to punish and destroy wicked 
people. They were so sinful, lewd and violent. They 
had evil imaginations and intents. "Then the LORD 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was 
sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He 
was grieved in His heart" (Gen. 6:5-6). 

God saw that mankind had become so corrupt 
that He destroyed them (Gen. 6:11). It is unknown 
how many lived in those days but masses died and 
only Noah and family survived. 

With a cleansed earth, man could have a new be
ginning. God instructed Noah to leave the ark and it 
was time for Noah and his children to multiply and 
replenish the earth. 

Then God spoke to Noah, saying, "Go out of the 
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' 
wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing 
of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and ev
ery creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that 
they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and 
multiply on the earth." (Gen. 8:15-17). 

A Worthy Example 

Noah was a good man in contrast to the evil people 
of his day. He is a worthy example to follow as was 
seen in Noah's flood. The perfect example for man
kind to follow is the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2 :21; 
Rom. 8 :29). 372 Mills !jt. 
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(The following is an article published recently in The Christian Science Monitor. It is advocating far-out 
diversity ... and diversity is the darling of many religious liberals. It goes a long way toward being the ultimate 
in pluralism and relativism. When we let the bars down, it wont be long until all the horses run away. When we 
open wide the floodgate, the town will soon be deluged. When we worship before the idols called "diversity, 
and "pluralism,, we will be robbed of spiritual values and overwhelmed by heresy. ~~Take heed • . . lest you 
drift.,, The next step is agnosticism and one after that is outright atheism.) 

Christian Mavericks and Ancient Heresies 

W:en John Buehrens gives his Easter ser
mon, he'll borrow a page from an un
likely source: the Gospel of Judas. The 

gnostic text, unveiled by scholars with fanfare last 
week, portrays Jesus Christ as an enigmatic guru 
who venerates Judas, teaching him secret accounts of 
creation and approving his imminent betrayal. 

Many Christians might find that offensive, or, like 
Mr. Buehrens of Unitarian First Parish in Needham, 
Mass., silly. But as an emblem of Christianity's long 
tradition of dissenting voices, the text is for him an 
inspiration nonetheless. 

"An awful lot of what passes for orthodoxy today 
is something Jesus would have despised," Buehrens 
says, noting Christian support for "imperialism and 
militarism." As a challenge to orthodoxy in its time, 
he says, the Judas story is "a reminder that no single 
interpretation of the Christ event can exhaust the 
spiritual implications." 

Across the country, observers say, the Gospel of 
Judas is striking a chord with progressive Christians. 
Not so much for its heretical theology, but as an an
cient symbol of their modern mission to update what 
defines faithfulness. It's an approach that's winning 
approval from scholars, who say Christianity has al
ways attracted diverse beliefs. But others worry that 
this revisionism misrepresents time-tested truths. 

Modern theologians attracted to the Judas gospel 
are reminding today's dissenters that they follow a 
long, legitimate tradition. At last week's press confer
ence, four academics used either "diverse" or "diver
sity" to describe what the text reveals about the be
liefs and attitudes of the early church. If the church 
was so varied in its early days, they suggest, then 
contemporary Christians can perhaps accept the 
growing diversity of beliefs and lifestyles in their reli
gious communities as well. 

"The Christianity of the ancient world was even 
more diverse than it is today," says Bart Ehrman, a 

religious studies professor at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and a former fundamentalist 
Christian turned self-described "happy agnostic" -
someone who claims it cannot be known if God ex
ists. "My hope is that when people see how diverse 
Christianity was in its origins, [they] will be a little 
bit more tolerant of diversity in Christianity today." 

That may be easier said than done. One reason: 
many of early Christianity's most steadfast figures 
rejected gnostic teachings as heresy - that is, false 
representations of Jesus' life and of God's nature. 
(Gnostic doctrines assert rival divine beings and em
phasize salvation through secret knowledge.) Al
though heresy is seldom a matter of public debate in 
the 21 sr century, the problem of embracing all beliefs 
that purport to be "Christian" persists. 

To think that noncanonical texts legitimizes di
versity today "is to ignore the fact that that diversity 
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was not accepted [in the early church]," says Ronald 
Simkins, director of the Kripke Center for the Study 
of Religion & Society at Creighton University in 
Omaha, Neb. "It's a naive use of history." 

Adiustments to Easter service 
At the Episcopal Cathedral of St. Paul in Boston, the 
congregation has stripped Holy Week observances of 
traditional content that strikes members as offensive. 
On Palm Sunday last weekend, for instance, parish
ioners heard an adapted Passion narrative that re
moves biblical language seen as blaming Jews for 
Jesus' crucifixion. And the hundreds who observe 
Good Friday won't pray for those who haven't yet 
received "the Gospel of Christ" but for those un
touched by "the grace of God" - a new gesture of 
respect for the Muslims who use the church [build
ing] for Friday worship. 

The goal of these adjustments, says Cathedral 
Dean Jep Streit, is to reflect in practice who Jesus is 
and what he represents. And that message-refining 
process, he says, echoes the debate between ortho
dox believers and dissenters centuries ago. 

"We have this give and take through the first two 
or three centuries [after Christ's birth], and it contin
ues today, as it should," he says. 

In Atlanta, Chip Carson plans to proclaim Jesus' 
triumph over sin and death when he celebrates Eas
ter at First Metropolitan Community Church of At
lanta, a church with predominantly homosexual 
membership. But he won't provide the traditional 
explanation, which says God required a sacrifice for 
human sin, because he prefers a "love-based theol
ogy rather than a fear-based theology." 

"Whoever is in power decides what's heresy," 
Carson says. "We don't tell people what to believe. 
We only encourage them to have closer contact with 
God." 

Who cleftnes what's Christian? 
Yet the same standards hold from age to age, regard
less of who's in charge, according to Richard Land, 
president of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis
sion of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

"You can have disagreements about doctrinal in
terpretations of particular issues- that's why we 
have Catholics, and we have Presbyterians, and we 
have Baptists, and we have Methodists .... But if you 
deny the resurrection [or other core teachings], well, 
according to historic Christianity, you are beyond 
the pale" (G. Jeffrey MacDonald). 
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(Elvin DeShazo forwarded to us the following, 
which gives more light on the alleged Gospel of Ju
das, which is, in fact, nothing more than a plot to un
dermine the Gospel of God and destroy the church of 
Christ.) 

Traitor or Ally 
Lost for almost 1,700 years, a manuscript entitled 
"Gospel of Judas" is putting a new spin on the case 
of the biblical bad guy, maintaining that Jesus actu
ally asked disciple Judas to betray him. 

The third or fourth-century ancient Coptic manu
script - authenticated, translated and displayed 
Thursday at National Geographic headquarters here 
-paints a different picture of Judas and Jesus. 

The papyrus manuscript known as a codex main
tains, as the Bible does not, that Jesus requested that 
Judas "betray" him by handing him to authorities, 
something it says pained Judas greatly. 

"The codex has been authenticated as a genuine 
work of ancient Christian apocryphal literature on 
five fronts: radiocarbon dating, ink analysis, multi
spectral imaging, contextual evidence and paleo
graphic evidence," said Terry Garcia, executive vice 
president for Mission Programs for the National 
Geographic Society. 

"This dramatic discovery of an ancient non-bibli
cal text- considered by some to be the most signifi
cant in the past 60 years- enhances our knowledge 
of the history and theological viewpoints of the early 
Christian period, and 'is worthy of study by histori
ans, scholars and theologians," Garcia said. 

"This process will take time and ongoing dia
logue which has just begun." 

The leather-bound papyrus text believed to have 
been copied down around A.D. 300 was located in 
the 1970s in the desert near El Minya, Egypt. It then 
moved among antiquities traders from Egypt to Eu
rope and the United States. 

It was purchased by Zurich-based antiquities 
dealer Frieda Nussberger-Tchacos in 2000, and now 
was to be returned to Egypt and housed at Cairo's 
Coptic Museum. Fp 
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Potpourri ••. 

The Bible admonishes us to "redeem the time." 
It also gives the reason for using our time to 
the best advantage- "because the days are 

evil." 
We are to "walk in wisdom toward them that are 

without." 
Obviously, this is connected with ethics, which is 

connected with morality, which is connected with a 
knowledge and fear of God and the faithful keeping 
of his infallible word. 

A dictionary definition of "ethics" is: 
study of morality's effect on conduct: the 

study of moral standards and how they af
fect conduct (takes a singular verb) 

Also called moral philosop.hy 

code of morality: a system of moral prin
ciples governing the appropriate conduct for 
an individual or group (takes a plural verb) 

The word "ethics," by courtesy of the French, 
derives from the Greek ethos, which means "shared 
fundamental traits: the fundamental and distinctive 
character of a group, social context, or period of time, 
typically expressed in attitudes, habits, and beliefs." 

You probably already knew all of this, but I 
looked it up for my own benefit. As I considered the 
etymology of the word ethics the· thought came to 
me, ''Ah, yes, a fit definition for our purpose in Pot
pourri, (column in the Firm Foundation). 

So, here we go ... 

lliminate the Poor 

$According to WorldNetDaily, May 13, 2006, 
Ron Weddington, the co-counsel who successfully 
argued the Roe v. Wade decision urged the then
president-elect, Bill Clinton, to "eliminate the barely 
educated, unhealthy and poor segment of our coun
try" by liberalizing abortion laws. 

Weddington, who with his wife Sarah Wedding
ton represented "Jane Roe," sent the four-page letter 
to President Clinton's transition team before Clinton 
took office in January 1993. 

Weddington told the president-elect: "I don't 
think you are going to go very far in reforming the 
country until we have a better educated, healthier, 
wealthier population." 

Weddington qualified his statement, saying, "No, 
I'm not advocating some sort of mass extinction of 
these unfortunate people. Crime, drugs and disease 
are already doing that. The problem is that their 
numbers are not only replaced but increased by the 
birth of millions of babies to people who can't afford 
to have babies. 

"There, I've said it. It's what we all know is true, 
but we only whisper it, because as liberals who be
lieve in individual rights, we view any program 
which might treat the disadvantaged differently as 
discriminatory, mean-spirited .... " 

Weddington then argued that with 30 million 
abortions up to that point since Roe v. Wade was de
cided in 1973, America is a much better place. 

Bush's faith worries Albright 
0 LONDON, England (Reuters)- U.S. President 

George W. Bush has alienated Muslims around the 
world by using absolutist Christia·n rhetoric to dis
cuss foreign policy issues, former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright says. 
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"I worked fo r two presidents who were men of 
faith, and they did not make their religious views 
part of American policy," she said, referring to 
Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, both ... [professing] 
Christians. 

"President Bush's certitude about what he be
lieves in, and the division between good and evil, is, I 
think, different," said Albright. "The absolute truth 
is what makes Bush so worrying to some of us," she 
said. 

"Bush has openly acknowledged his Christian 
faith informs his decisions as president. H e says, for 
example, that he prayed to God for guidance before 
invading Iraq." 

Some Muslims have accused him of waging a 
crusade against Islam, comparable with those of the 
Middle Ages. The White House says it has nothing 
against Islam, but against those who commit terrorist 
atrocities in its name. 

But Albright says Bush's religious absolutism has 
made U.S. foreign policy "more rigid and more diffi
cult for other countries to accept." 

She quotes from his (Bush's) speech to his party 
convention of 2004, when he said: "We have a call
ing from beyond the stars to stand for freedom." 

Albright said, "I know I believe in God but I have 
doubts, and doubt is part of faith. " 

'Da Vinti Code' debunked 

{?iD. James Kennedy's says, Paul Maier is angry. 
Put it this way," he said, "there is not one ranking 
scholar in the entire world who supports what Dan 
Brown has done with history." 

Maier, a Harvard graduate, Fulbright scholar, au
thor of 15 books and professor of ancient history at 
Western Michigan University, is incensed at the 
faulty history in Dan Brown's bestselling novel, "The 
Da Vinci Code." 

"As a professor of ancient history, I can't stand 
known, accepted facts from the past lied about," he 
said. "If my students did something like that, I'd 
flunk them." 

"Put it this way," he said, "there is not one rank
ing scholar in the entire world who supports what 
Dan Brown has done with history." 

"Everything in "The Da Vinci Code" is wrong, 
except Paris is in France; London is in England and 
Leonardo da Vinci painted pictures. All else is fabrica
tion," said Miesel, coauthor of "The Da Vinci Hoax." 

"Don't they have editors at Doubleday in New 
York; don' t they have fact checkers?" groans Maier. 
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"Fifty years ago, Doubleday or any other New York 
publisher would never have published this book, at 
least, without tremendous revision." 

The one-hour documentary takes up key Da 
Vinci Code claims, including: 

• Jesus and Mary Magdalene were man and wife. 
"We don't have any evidence anywhere in any kind 
of document of any sort t hat Jesus was married"
Darrell Bock 

• "The New Testament is false testimony" (p. 
345 of "The Da Vinci Code"). "The four Gospels 
were written during the life and the times of those 
who were the eyewitnesses of Jesus. Now, more im
portantly, ... they were also written during the life 
and times of the skeptics, who could refute anything 
that was said." - Kerby Anderson 

• There were 80 gospel accounts of Christ's life. 
"Frankly, there are no written Gospels from the same 
time frame that are even in the picture." - Gary 
Habermas 

• The Roman emperor Constantine gave us the 
New Testament. "Totally false. He had nothing to do 
with it whatever .... The Canon was pretty well set in 
concrete about 150 A.D."- Paul Maier 

Back in print! 
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tation articles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or 
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It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
incrrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
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• The divinity of Jesus is an invention of fourth
century church leaders at the Council of Nicea. "That 
is bunk. If you look at the documents, and we have 
men, like Eusebius, who were there, what happened 
at Nicea is because the early church believed in the 
deity of Jesus."- Erwin Lutzer 

Homosexual foster parents abused young boys 
OA council was condemned yesterday for failing 

to prevent a paedophile homosexual couple from 
abusing young boys even after being alerted by one 
of the victim's parents. 

Foster parents Ian Wathey, 40, and Craig Paunch, 
32, face long terms in jail after being convicted of 
molesting and filming eight-year-old twins and two 
boys aged 14. 

The twins were video-taped as they showered to
gether, while one of the older boys was sexually 
abused by Wathey in his bedroom. 

Both men "hurt" him, he told Leeds Crown 
Court. "I do not like them any more. I want them to go 
to prison." 

Yesterday it emerged that Wakefield council had 
been warned of possible abuse by the twins' mother, 
Mrs. X. 

She had found bathroom photographs of her 
sons but an inquiry by social workers cleared the 
paedophiles of wrongdoing and said they had simply 
been "naive and silly." Police were not called in. 
Wathey and Paunch had moved on to abusing the 
two 14-year-olds by the time police arrested them in 
Pontefract, West York. 

The two men began abusing boys within a month 
of Wakefield social services approving them as foster 
carers in July 2003 (London Times, Nigel Bunyan, 
filed: May 23, 2006). 

Homosexual Storybook 
OParents of a Lexington second-grader are pro

testing that their son's teacher read a fairy tale about 
homosexual marriage to the class. The teacher at J o
seph Estabrook Elementary School used the children's 
book, King & King, as part of a lesson about different 
types of weddings. A prince marries another prince 
instead of a princess in the book, which was on the 
American Library Association's list of the 10 most 
challenged books in 2004 because of its homosexual 
theme. For more details see: http://www.boston.com/ 
news/ed ucation/k_12/articles/200 6/04/20 
parents_ rip_ school_ over _gay_ storybook/ 

(Many thanks to Elvin DeShazo for sending this 
information). 

Homo-Nomo 
$Declaring the "true church of Jesus Christ now 

must prevail," a group of Episcopalians has launched 
a campaign calling for all clergy involved in the con
secration of an actively homosexual bishop to be put 
on trial by the church. 

The selection three years ago of Rev. V. Gene 
Robinson to head the Diocese of New Hampshire 
further deepened divisions that have been growing 
for more than three decades between liberals and 
traditionalists in the 2.2 million-member branch of 
the worldwide Anglican Communion. 

The national organization of Episcopal members 
behind the campaign- Lay Episcopalians for the An
glican Communion - is asking 3 7 bishops who op
posed Robinson's consecration to file for church-law 
indictments against Robinson and 42 bishops who 
consecrated him (WorldNetDaily, May 12, 2006). 

Comments on Sodomites Broadcast 
at School Raise luror 

OA teacher who condemned homosexuality as 
part of a broadcast at Miami Sunset Senior High has 
come under fire, as have administrators who failed 
to screen the program. 

On the first day, a few students talked about sup
porting gay rights, and no one paid much attention. 

On the second day, a school counselor talked 
about respecting each other, and no one paid much 
attention. 
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On the third day, a few students spoke against 
homosexuality and a teacher said it is "wrong accord
ing to the Bible" - and people noticed very much. 

That final segment of a Miami Sunset Senior High 
television project roiled the normally placid West 
Dade campus, drew sharp response from both stu
dents and teachers and has raised questions about the 
free exchange of ideas and religion in public schools. 

"It was one of those things you hear and say, 
'What are you doing putting that on school air
waves?"' said senior Christina Garcia de los Rios, 18, 
who is gay. "Those who are gay were very offended, 
saying it was an attack on their entire life." 

The segments began airing Feb. 28 following the 
normal morning announcements, which are broad
cast throughout the school. Each features a minute 
or two of kid-in-the-hall interviews, compiled as a 
project by the television production class. 
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"I think homosexuality is a normal part of every
day life," one unidentified student said in the first 
segment, a comment largely echoed by others. 

The final portion, aired last Friday, includes anti
homosexual statements from four students and busi
ness technology teacher Donna Reddick. 

The students' statements were considered pro
vocative at a school widely described as comfortable 
for its many openly gay students. One called homo
sexuality "unacceptable in the eyesight of God." 

Another read a Bible passage from 1 Corinthians, 
which - according to some translations - con
demns homosexuals as "unrighteous" and says they 
will not "inherit the Kingdom of God." 

Reddick said God ordered humanity to multiply, 
which she said is impossible for gay couples. 

"God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because 
of their sexual sins, which included homosexuality," 
she said on the tape, a copy of which was obtained 
by The Miami Herald. 

Reddick, 53, has worked for the district since 
1973. Through principal Lucia Cox, she declined to 
comment (MiamiHerald.com- sent to us by Elvin 
DeShazo). 

Queer 

OA four-year-old boy died after he was brutally 
assaulted when he refused to call his mother's lesbian 
lover "Daddy," The Star newspaper, Johnanesburg, 
South Mrica, reported on Thursday. 

]andre's mother, Hanelie Botha (31), and her 
partner Engeline de Nysschen (33) appeared in the 
Vereeniging Regional Court on Wednesday and were 
found guilty of the boy's gruesome murder. 

His father, Jan, sat in court holding the hands of 
his fiancee, Yolanda Deysel, and listened attentively 
to Magistrate Rita Willemse, who in her judgment, 
accepted evidence that among the reasons that led to 
]andre's brutal ordeal was his refusal to call De 
Nysschen "Daddy," the paper said. 

The court had heard evidence from Lydia 
Nkomo and her daughter Aletta Lesiba, who worked 
for the couple in their tuckshop, that De Nysschen 
had viciously assaulted Jandre while demanding that 
he must call her "Daddy." 

Both testified that while Jandre was assaulted, his 
mother failed to intervene or protect him. Evidence 
showed he sustained horrific injuries, including a frac
tured skull and brain damage, as well as broken legs, 
collarbone, hands and pelvis. (Mail and Guardian 
Online, Mar. 26, '06. Again, kudos to Elvin DeShazo) 



Do You Google? 
OSearch engine giant Google has cut off its news 

relationship with a number of online news publica
tions that include frank discussions of radical Islam. 

Frank Salvato, who began the agreement with 
Google News last September, said he received a reply 
from the company's help desk Friday indicating there 
had been complaints of "hate speech" on his site, as 
first reported by media watchdog Newsbusters.org. 

The e-mail, which cited three articles that dealt 
with radical Islam and its relationship to terrorism, 
read: 
Hi Frank, 

Thanks for writing. We received numerous re
ports about hate content on your site, and after re
viewing these reports, decided to remove your site 
from Google News. We do not allow articles and 
sources expressly promoting hate speech viewpoints 
in Google News (although referencing hate speech 
for commentary and analysis is acceptable). 

For example, a number of the complaints we 
looked at on your site were found to be hate content: 

http:/ /www.newmediaj ournal. us/staff/peck/ 
051 02006.htm 

http://www.newmediajournal.us/staff/stock/ 
05082006.htm 

http://www.newmediajournal.us/guest/imani/ 
04 222006.htm · 

We hope this helps yo1:1 understand our position. 
Regards, 
The Google Team 

Gossip Girl 

OWhen writer Marcia Segelstein headed to the 
bookstore to scout out books for her 12-year-old, 
she wasn't sure what to expect. But she certainly 
didn't expect rampant drinking, drug use, profanity, 
and explicit descriptions of sex and nudity. 

Nevertheless, that's exactly what she found. 
Segelstein's daughter had been clamoring to read 

the Gossip Girl series, which "all" of her friends 
were reading," she said. Mter seeing what was in the 
books, Segelstein was floored. But a school librarian 
confirmed, "They're very popular among sixth and 
seventh graders." Even worse, the librarian added, 
"Some parents are so happy that their kids are read
ing anything, they don't care what it is." 

The series, described by Teen People magazine as 
"Sex and the City for the younger set," is set among a 
group of wealthy, spoiled students at an elite New 
York high school. And the drugs, drinking, and vari-

ous kinds of sexual encounters aren't their only 
problem behavior. Both teen and adult characters en
gage in hinging and purging. Also of concern is the 
unfettered materialism. With the constant name
dropping of expensive stores, clothing designers, 
cosmetics, and other pricey name brands, some of 
the pages in these books read like advertisements 
(BreakPoint with Chuck Colson, Apr. 3, 2006). 

Marriage and Divorce 
\?1 NEW DELHI (Reuters) - A Muslim couple in 

India has been told by local Islamic leaders they must 
separate after the husband "divorced" his wife in his 
sleep, the Press Trust of India reported. 

Sohela Ansari told friends that her husband Aftab 
had uttered the word "talaq," or divorce, three times 
in his sleep, according to the report published in 
newspapers Monday. 

When local Islamic leaders got to hear, they said 
Mtab's words constituted a divorce under an Islamic 
procedure known as "triple talaq." The couple, mar
ried for 11 years with three children, were told they 
had to split. 

The religious leaders ruled that if the couple 
wanted to remarry they would have to wait at least 
100 days. Sohela would also hav.e to spend a night 
with another man and be divorced by him in turn 
(Reuters). 

Nigerian Monkeys 
0 Researchers taping calls of the putty-nosed 

monkey in the forests of Nigeria may have come a 
small step closer to understanding the origins of hu
man language. 

The researchers have heard the monkeys string 
two alarm calls into a combined sound with a different 
meaning, as if forming a word, Kate Arnold and Klaus 
Zuberbiihler report in the current issue of Nature. 

Monkeys have specific alarm calls for different 
predators. Vervet monkeys have one call for eagles, 
another for snakes and a third for leopards. But this 
seems a far cry from language because the vervets do 
not combine the calls into anything resembling 
words or sentences. 

The putty-nosed monkeys have a "pyow" call 
meaning there are leopards about and a hacklike 
sound to warn of the crowned eagle. The "pyow" 
calls attention to a leopard on the ground. 
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When hearing the "hack" sound, a monkey tends 
to freeze because movement would betray its posi
tion to an eagle. 

Dr. Arnold and Dr. Zuberbiihler, zoologists at 
the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, noticed 
that adult male monkeys in each troupe were com
bining the "pyow" and "hack" calls. 

Playing back a "pyow-hack" call to see how the 
monkeys interpreted it, the zoologists found it made 
the troop leave the area. 

Language is a surprising faculty because it seems 
to pop up almost out of nowhere in the human lin
eage, instead of evolving in steady stages. 

Marc Hauser, an expert on animal communica
tion at Harvard, said that the observation was very 
interesting but that stricter criteria should be applied 
before assuming the combination of alarm calls was 
similar to the way people combined sounds into 
words. 

"Because there is no evidence that the calls are 
words or even wordlike, the connection to language 
is tenuous" he said (Nature, May 23, 2006- from 
Elvin DeShazo). 

Ia Iliaci Code Debate 
$Many Christian leaders across the country are 

girding themselves for battle with "The Da Vinci 
Code," the movie based on the blockbuster novel by 
Dan Brown that opens on May 19. Whether Roman 
Catholic or Protestant, Orthodox or evangelical, 
they agree that the book attacks the pillars of Chris
tianity by raising doubts about the divinity of Jesus 
and the origins of the Bible. 

But they are not at all in agreement on how to 
best respond to a movie that one leader called "blas
phemy on steroids." Some will boycott it. Others 
will use it as a "teaching moment." Still others will 
lodge a protest by seeing another movie. . 

Until recently, the prevailing strategy was to 
hitch on to the Da Vinci steamroller and use it as 
an opportunity for evangelism. For months, clergy 
have been giving their flocks books and DVD's de
bunking the novel, and some have even encouraged 
their congregants to see the movie with a nonbe
liever (Laurie Goodstein, New York Times, May 11, 
2006). 

Okay lor Students to Study 
OMter a lawsuit by a public-interest legal group, 

the University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire backed off 
on its threat to discipline resident assistants for hold
ing Bible studies in dorms (WorldNetDaily.com). 
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Subjed: ustranger in Our llousel" 
OA few months before I was born, my Dad met a 

stranger who was new to our small Tennessee town. 
From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with this en
chanting newcomer and soon invited him to live 
with our family. The stranger was quickly accepted 
and was around to welcome me into the world a few 
months later. 

As I grew up, I never questioned his place in my 
family. In my young mind, he had a special niche. My 
parents were complementary instructors: 

Mom taught me the word of God, and Dad 
taught me to obey it. But the stranger, he was our 
storyteller. He would keep us spellbound for hours 
on end with adventures, mysteries and comedies. If I 
wanted to know anything about politics, history or 
science, he always knew the answers about the past, 
understood the present and even seemed able to pre
dict the future! He took my family to the first major 
league ball game. He made me laugh, and he made 
me cry. The stranger never stopped talking, but Dad 
didn't seem to mind. 

Sometimes, Mom would get up quietly while the 
rest of us were shushing each other to listen to what 
he had to say, and she would go to her room and 
read her books (I wonder now if she ever prayed for 
the stranger to leave.) 

Dad ruled our household with certain moral con
victions, but the stranger never felt obligated to 
honor them. Profanity, for example, was not allowed 
in our home ... not from us, our friends or any visi
tors. Our longtime visitor, however, got away with 
four-letter words that burned my ears and made my 
dad squirm and my mother blush. My Dad was a tee
totaler who didn't permit alcohol in the home, not 
even for cooking. But the stranger encouraged us to 
try it on a regular basis. He made cigarettes look 
cool, cigars manly and pipes distinguished. He talked 
freely (much too freely!) about sex. His comments 
were sometimes blatant, sometimes suggestive, and 
generally embarrassing. 

I now know that my early concepts about rela
tionships were influenced strongly by the stranger. 
Time after time, he opposed the values of my par
ents, yet he was seldom rebuked ... and NEVER 
asked to leave. 

More than fifty years have passed since the 
stranger moved in with our family. He has blended 
right in and is not nearly as fascinating as he was at 
first. Still, if you were to walk into my parent's 
den today, you would still find him sitting over in 



his corner, waiting for someone to listen to him talk 
and watch him draw his pictures. His name? 

We just call him, "Tv." 
Note: This should be required reading for every 

household in America! 
He has a younger sister now. We call her, "com

puter." 

Vision of Virgin Mary? 

OMOLINE - Hundreds are flocking to Moline 
this weekend to see something they say is a miracle. 
Faithful believers say you can spot the outline of the 
Virgin Mary on a pillar of the I -7 4 bridge across the 
Rock River. 

5-year-old Abraham Handel spotted it a week 
ago. He was walking along the banks with his par
ents when he first saw it. 

"She was pretty and shiny," he said. 
In the daylight - mom Andrea Handel admits 

it's hard to believe. She says nighttime is the best 
time to catch it. 

Even if you don't believe the image outlined 
is the Virgin Mary - it's united several people and 
given them a gift. 

"It's just peacefulness, in this day and age with all 
the stuff going on around the world, she's there," 
said Andrea Handel. 

"Too many things are happening, people are losing 
faith, that's why she's appearing - for people to get 
their faith back," added Maria Ruiz (WQUAD.com). 

(Elvin DeShazo, who sent in this information, is 
wondering how anyone knows what Mary of Naza
reth looked like ... do they have a recent photo? Or 
even an ancient one?) Fp 

(This piece will help us to understand more fully the practical aspects of Islam. Sharia Law is based on the 
Muslim,s written understanding of the Koran and the Hadith (Islamic traditions). It is the governing rule for the 
devout Muslim. Jesus said that a tree is known by its fruit- uthe corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit.,) 

Muslim Gang Rapes 
(From the Internet via Elvin DeShazo) 

I n Australia this week amidst anger over an Islamic 
man's rape conviction and the bashing of two 
Aussie life savers, working-class locals erupted in 

a rampage of anger and brawling in some of the worst 
racial riots in decades. But there is more· to the story 
than is being repeated in the American mainstream 
media .... 

Four days after he set foot in Australia, the rape 
spree began. And during his sexual assault trial in a 
New South Wales courtroom, the Pakistani man be
gan to berate one of his tearful 14-year-old victims 
because she had the temerity to shake her head at his 
testimony. 

But she had every reason to express her disgust. 
Mter taking an oath on the Qur'an, the man- known 
only as MSK - told the court he had committed four 
attacks on girls as young as 13 because they had no 
right to say "no." They were not covering their face or 
wearing a headscarf, and therefore, the rapist pro
claimed: "I'm not doing anything wrong." 

MSK is already serving a 22-year jail term for 

leading his three younger brothers in a gang rape of 
two other young Sydney girls in 2002. In his own 
defence, he argued that his cultural background, was 
responsible for his crimes. 

And he is right. 
In some parts of Pakistan, sexual assault - in

cluding gang rape - is officially sanctified as a legiti
mate form of enforcing the social value system. 

One village council recently ordered that five 
young girls should be "abducted, raped or mur
dered" for refusing to be treated as chattel. The girls 
were aged between six and thirteen when they were 
married without their knowledge, to pay a family 
debt. 

And when Mukhtar Mai's 12-year-old brother 
was alleged to have committed an offence in a small 
Pakistani farming village, the village council ordered 
that his sister be gang-raped. So, she was taken to a 
hut where four men repeatedly assaulted her. 

According to the Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan there were 8 04 cases of such officially or-
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chestrated sexual assault in 2000, and 434 of these 
were gang rapes. And if that isn't bad enough, the 
victims of these atrocities are then expected to com
mit suicide because rape victims bring irreparable 
shame upon their family. 

So as MSK committed his acts of rape while visit
ing Australia, he was simply perpetuating his own cul
tural heritage. He hails from a society where officially 
sanctioned sexual violence is commonly employed as 
a means to enforce the subservience of women. 

And this is where two fundamental tenets of the 
modern Left clash: the irresistible force of cultural 
relativism collides with the immovable object of gen
der equality. But in the 21st century it is the latter 
that must prevail. 

The laissez faire attitudes of cultural relativism are 
unacceptable in modern society. Female genital muti
lation is not some quaint tribal custom that we are 
bound to respect: it is barbarism, pure and simple. 

Yet many Western leftists habitually excuse these 
crimes against women in order to maintain political 
solidarity with their allies in the Islamic world. Mter 
all, it would be tough to make common cause with 
Muslim groups in the antiwar movement if Progres
sives began to criticize the practice of polygamy. 

But along with Islamic immigration to the West 
have come Third World value systems regarding the 
treatment of women. We must not be seduced by the 
false tenets of cultural relativism into a toleration of 
forced marriages, officially sanctioned rape, and 
honour killings. 

Australia's unique brand of multiculturalism con
fers both rights and obligations: while cultural and 
linguistic diversity are to be cherished, every Austra
lian must subscribe to a single standard of human 
rights. Australians must forcefully repudiate the cor
ruption of the multicultural idea that would condone 
crimes against women and support jihadism. 

The dangers of cultural relativism became evi
dent Down Under last weekend when long-festering 
ethnic tensions erupted into violence at Cronulla 
Beach near Sydney. The trouble began when a group 
of Middle Eastern men were assaulted by mobs of 
angry locals. The local Member of Parliament, Bruce 
Baird MP, claimed the public outcry was revenge for 
the Bali bombings and September 11. 

But Baird also explained that a series of high pro
file rapes in the area had spurred locals on and that a 
group of Middle Eastern men had attacked two Aussie 
lifesavers the previous weekend. Locals claimed to the 
media after the riots that they were sick of Lebanese 
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Muslim gangs calling their daughters and wtves 
names, and throwing cigarette butts at them. 

Then neo-Nazis showed up in a transparent at
tempt to exploit local ethnic tensions for their own 
benefit. But mainstream Australians expressed their 
frustration with both the violence inflicted by 
Middle Eastern men, and the equally violent effort 
by white racists to exploit it. 

While rejecting the tenets of neo-Nazism, work
ing-class Aussies who live near Cronulla Beach were 
saying they've had enough of this culturally motivated 
crime wave in a wave of violence that is also unaccept
able. The race riots in suburban Sydney represented a 
clash between two polar opposites of white su
premacy and Islamic male supremacy. But the average 
Australian seeks a midpoint between these equally vile 
extremes in which fairness and a single standard of 
law will apply to all (FrontPageMagazine.com, Dec. 
15, 2005). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Preachers Move 

Question: Why do preachers move so often? We 
have never had a preacher stay with us longer 

than a couple of years, often just a few months. (B.C.) 

Answer: There is no one answer to this question. 
.1"\.sometimes the fault lies with the preacher, some
times with the church, and sometimes with both. 

Whether the same preacher stays only a short 
time wherever he goes, or whether a church changes 
preachers frequently whoever comes there, ought to 
provide some clue as to where perhaps the fault lies. 

Note, please, I said "the fault." There is generally 
a fault. Very little is accomplished, as a ru le, when a 
succession of preachers stays just a few months each. 
It takes up to two years for a preacher and congrega
tion or a preacher and community to get acquainted. 

Churches that enjoy sustained growth normally 
have preachers with long tenure. 

Why Churches Fire Preachers 

Often the church may initiate the move. Even if they 
do not ask the preacher to move they may make it so 
unpleasant for him that he "sees the handwriting on 
the wa ll" and moves on his own. 

A su rvey of 100 vice presidents and personnel di
rectors in industry and business revealed that they 
fired worke rs most often for the following reasons: 
1) Incompetence; 2) Inabi lity to get along with co
workers; 3) Dishonesty or lying; 4) Negative atti
tude; 5) Lack of motivation; 6) Failure to follow in
structions. (Boardroom Reports, 7/1/89, p. 15.) 

Preachers Often Get Fired for the Same Reasons. 

Certain ly genuine biblical differences are sometimes 
the cause of preacher firings, but there are also times 
when the real reason is some combination of the 
above causes and some of those involved try to make 
it appear to be a disagreement on doctrine. Preachers 
with slovenly study habits, poor work ethic or abra
sive personalities can expect to be asked to move fre
quently. 

All of these factors are correctable, and a wise 

preacher who is often asked to move will look at 
himself critically and try to make corrections. 

Conversely, there are churches that are difficult 
for anyone to work with. 

Some have a dominant and domineering person
ality in the leadership who will brook no opposition 
on anything. Some congregations are so comfortable 
as they are that growth feels threatening, and preach
ers who convert different kinds of people than those 
already there are perceived as a threat. 

Sometimes bad attitudes can be changed into 
fruitful ones, but it usually takes much patience. It 
may turn out to be one of those insurmountable ob
stacles mentioned earlier. 

Why Preachers leave 

A recent cartoon showed a preach~r, youth minister, 
associate minister, involvement minister, and two 
secretaries in a staff meeting. The preacher was say
ing, "So it is agreed, we fire the church, organize a 
search committee and find a new congregation." 

Sometimes a preacher may decide for his own 
reasons to leave, and it is not unusual for the church 
to feel traumatized, to feel as if they have been fired. 

Some moves are because the preacher feels he 
cannot make it on the support he receives, or be
cause he does not feel appreciated, or because he 
does not feel he is being effective. 

Preachers and congregations both need to recog
nize that some moves are justified. Unscriptural prac
tices on the part of the church or unscriptural 
preaching on the part of the preacher are not the 
only legitimate reasons for the preacher to move or 
for the church to ask for a change. 

Practically speaking, there needs to be a person
ality match between the preacher and the congrega
tion. There are good preachers and good churches 
who simply are not suited for each other. 

Recognizing all of that, however, suppose we have 
a good preacher, a good church, and a good match. 
What can each do to help accomplish a good work and 
stay together? 
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Communication 
The first need is good communication, especially be
tween the preacher and the elders or, in the absence 
of elders, with the leadership of the congregation. 

When dissatisfaction surfaces, on either side, it 
should not be allowed to simmer beneath the sur
face. Very early it should be discussed. Elders should 
tell the preacher, gently, lovingly, encouragingly, but 
specifically, what they believe he ought to be doing 
differently. The preacher ought to share with the el
ders what he feels they and the congregation need to 
do differently. 

All of that needs to be done, not in an atmo
sphere of hostility, but of mutual ·respect and in rec
ognition of shared goals for the work of the church. 

In my opinion a congregation is best served when 
the preacher and elders normally meet together. 
There may be times when the elders need to meet 
about some matters without the preacher, but excep
tions can be made for that. That is a better situation, 
and again I stress, in my opinion, than for the 
preacher .to meet with the elders just when he has 
something to present. 

The elders and preacher need to be of one mind 
and on one track when it comes to the work. That is 
best fulfilled when they meet regularly to work and 
plan and dream together. 

In addition to elder-preacher meetings, the 
preacher and individual elders and other leaders in 
the church should have frequent fellowship. Having 
lunch together, visits in one another's home, recre
ational events together (golfing, fishing, etc., de
pending on interests), and openness toward one an
other about the work whenever there is opportunity 
to be together will all help. 

It is a special shame when a preacher is working 
along believing things are going well with his minis
try and the first thing he knows of dissatisfaction is 
when the elders tell him he is fired. It is equally a 
shame when the first elders know of great dissatisfac
tion with them and their leadership is when they are 
blasted from the pulpit as unqualified at the time the 
preacher announces his resignation. 

Appreciation 
Several preachers have told me in recent months that 
they did not know how much they were wanted and 
appreciated until they announced they were moving. 
If you appreciate your preacher, tell him so fre
quently. 

Do you have a preacher you want to keep? Give 
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him a raise every year. It should at least cover the 
rate of inflation, and if he is doing a good job, and 
you really want to keep him, make it considerably 
more than that some years. 

It is virtually a certainty that, if you do not do 
that, when he does move, it will cost you more to get 
another, and he may not be nearly as good as the one 
you had. 

If the church corporately is not providing for the 
preacher as well as it should, individual members can 
make up for that with gifts, invitations to meals, and 
in similar ways. 

Love and show appreciation to the preacher's 
family, too. 

Current Church Problems 
Congregations today are troubled with generational 
differences exacerbated by extremes to the right and 
the left vocally prevalent throughout the brother
hood. Some congregations have "solved" the prob
lem by so identifying with one of the directions that 
everyone else leaves for elsewhere. If the preacher or 
the leadership identifies with one extreme, it makes 
the other extreme more extreme. 

Many, however, struggle to maintain a biblical 
balance, allow for some differences among members 
without acrimony or compromise of scriptural prin
ciple, and let the extremists at either end of the spec
trum depart if they feel they must. 

Obviously it takes wiser leaders and stronger and 
more patient preachers to work through problems of 
that nature without a preacher change (or an elder 
change), and rarely is it done without pain, but when 
successful, as it has been in some places, it is well 
worth the effort. . 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edus 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifications of 
dea~o~s. It speaks to deacons now serving 
prov1d1ng encouragement, motivation and informa
tion challenging deacons to render th~ best service 
they can because Christ, deserves no less. 
BKGKOS, paperback, 149 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888·367~6216 
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Directory -Georgia- Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 

on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

10, 10:45 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBivd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

Anchorage-7800StanleyDr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

- South Carolina -
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Greer-GreerChurchofChrist,1215S.MainSt., 
373-5583 Hwy. 14 (P.O. Box 625) 29652. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Oscar Craft, minister. (864) 
877-8951. Exit 56 off 1-85. 3 miles. 

-Tennessee -
Cookeville - Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (93 1) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-
- California -

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Albany- 1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244- p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. minister. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

-Colorado- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 

Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of S 9 1 0 6 w d 7 30 un. , a.m., p.m., e . : p.m. 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 1 1 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City - Lake City Church of Christ, 65 6 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi south ofl-75 off exit 81. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park- South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Mormonism: 
A system of Infidelity 

\ 

by J. Early Arceneaux 

This small book directs attention to 
points that are effective in discussions 
with Mormons. Brother Arceneaux 
shows the Mormon claim of being 
teachers of the bible as the Word of 
God is hypocritical and perverse- for 
the purpose of deceiving people. 

paperback, 32 pgs., BKBV01 

$3.50 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

undatlon • 7- 21 

p.m. (1/z mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.95 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-8216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04. 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures. Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOI 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.nes tious 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection ol questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lee· 
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol . 1 ........... BKJLOI $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21 .49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents edd 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to R e lig ious Errors 

by A. C. Wil liams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Wx5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

I 
The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yester day and Today 
by Burton Co!Tman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
o f Christ ians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is cion· 
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
cide? Should people leaving a congrega· 
lion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$ 10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fall. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Rrm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is S60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, S20 for 3·4 inches, S1 0 for 1·2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap· 

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 

approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

S4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that Is accurate and 
important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "1he word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine "1he 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-rime preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The ability to provide supplemental income or 
outside support may be required. Contact joe 
Travis 979-864-0291, (joeftravis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yoder@oabs.org. For more information 
see: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

The Central Church of Christ of Sacramento, CA 
is accepting applications for a full-time Minister to 
work with our congregation of about 200 members. 
Ideal candidates should be married with children 
and have at least a Bachelor's degree in religious 
studies or a related field from a brotherhood school. 
He must be sound in the Scriptures, enthusiastic 
and committed to seeking the lost. Negotiated 
compensation will be commensurate with education 
and experience. The congregation is multi-cultural. 
Forty-five % are family units of two or l_llore, 3 7% 
are seniors, 30% are under thirty-five years of age, 
34% are between thirty-five and sixty years of age, 
10% are high school age or younger and 8% are 
college age. Therefore, candidates must be able to 
work with diverse groups that are served by seven 
Deacons and several ministry leaders in a variety 
of programs directed by our two Elders. One 
program requires the attendance of the minister at 
a weeklong Youth Bible Camp. In addition to 
emergencies such as Hurricane Katrina, we support 
mission efforts in Africa, Canada and World Bible 
Broadcasting. After reviewing all applications and 
resumes only the most qualified candidates will be 
granted an interview. Interested candidates should 
submit resume, narrative, references, an audio/video 
of a recent sermon to the Central Church of Christ, 
Attn: Minister Search Committee, 6755 San 
joaquin St., Sacramento, CA 95820. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for South Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, twashington5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all effons to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 

Other responsibilities include acuvJtJes areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Giddings, Texas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full-time preacher with experience; married with 
family preferred. 75-member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact Trent 
Campbell, (979) 542-1931. 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. A family man is preferred. 
Congregation of approx. 175 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send resume (last 10 yrs. experience), references, 
cover letter of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 W. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

The Westside Church of Christ located in a rural 
town (pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as their local minister/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem
bers in a progressive farming/ranching region. 
This church has its own building and home. 
Mature applicants must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send resume, copy of sermon 
tape, and your picture to Westside Church of 
Christ, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

The Thomaston Road Church of Christ in Macon, 
GA is currently seeking and accepting resumes for 
a full-time Youth Minister. The preferred individual 
should have experience in youth ministry and 
possess good communication and organizational 
skills. The candidate must be willing to work with 
our elders, youth committee, parents, and other 
adults in the congregation in the continuing 

development of a sound program that will promote 
the spiritual growth of our youth. Our congregation 
has an average attendance of about 300 members 
with about 35 youth in grades 7th - 12th and 
another 30 in Kindergarten - 6th. The church 
supports Middle Georgia Christian School, located 
in our building, with an enrollment of 120 students 
in grades K3 -8th. We have four elders, one full
time pulpit minister and eleven deacons. We are 
active in many mission fields. We are located on a 
53 acre site with an existing youth camp, just off 
Highway 74, one mile west of 1-475 on Thomaston 
Road. Interested candidates should send their 
resume to: The Thomaston Road Church of Christ, 
5859 Thomaston Road, Macon, GA 31220-5326. 
Attention: Youth Minister Search Committee 

Full-time pulpit minister wanted: The Mountain 
View Church of Christ in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, a mainstream Acappella church, with an 
average Sunday morning attendance of 250 plus, is 
looking for a full-time pulpit minister. He needs to 
be: (1) Married, with an active wife, (2) graduate 
of a Brotherhood school of Preaching, (3) 
knowledgeable of the Scriptures, (4) experienced 
in ministry (3-5 years min.), (5) experienced in 
counseling (a plus) (6) self-motivated, evangelistic, 
family and youth oriented. Please send resume, to 
include references and two tapes of recent sermons, 
to Minister Search Committee, 8778 Estebury 
Circle, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in Claremore, Oklahoma has an immediate 
opening for a spiritually mature young man/family 
to work with a well established youth/parent 
group. We are a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send resume to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire for the position to 319 E. Blue 
Starr, Claremore, OK 74017 or e-mail to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

Preachers Available 
Looking for a change!!! Experienced mm1ster 
leaving present pulpit after three years. Last position 
15 years. Graduate Oklahoma Christian after 
attending Freed Hardeman. Will send resume on 
request and will visit at your convenience. Would 
prefer Central Texas area. David Massey, 625 
Seventh St., Sealy, TX 77474. (979) 627-7537. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College Teacher; man with terminal 
degree (Ph.D, Th.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
Theological School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu- Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Typesetting of gospel songs: Benny Davis, 02 
Clayton Rd., Fulton, MS 38843, 662-862-2846, 
662-401-5068 (ceJJ), email: bsdavis@nexband.com 
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The Doctrine of Hell 
By Stephen Wiggins 

I recently read the results of a questionnaire where 
500 ministers of various religious groups were 
questioned concerning their beliefs on biblical 

subjects. One of the questions pertained to "hell" as a 
place of conscious, eternal punishment for the 
wicked. Sixty-nine percent of those questioned indi
cated they did not believe in hell as portrayed on the 
pages of the Bible. Keep in mind that those questioned 
were not the skeptics and Bible bashers of our day. 
Rather, these were the very men that occupy the pul
pits and reach ing positions within various denomina
tional groups across our nation. It is obvious that if 
they do not believe in hell, they are not going to be 
preaching any sermons warning people of the tragic 
consequences of sin. If almost 70 percent of these 
preachers do not believe in hell, what might be said 
about the rest of today's society? 

American culture has been assailed with a steady 
assault from humanistic skepticism for several de
cades now. This constant bombardment of irreligious 
values has clearly taken its toll. University professors 
feed our children a steady diet of atheistic evolution. 
Television networks se rve as a primary medium 
through which our moral framework has been un
dermined and eroded. It is not uncommon to hear 
even the foulest of language on primetime television. 
Nudity and sex sell. Pornography and "adult" enter
tainment is an addiction industry generating billions 
of dollars. The religion of Saranism is on the rise. 

America is no longer a country dominated by 
church-going people. Whereas America was once 
characterized by people who strongly sought free
dom for religion, now w e are more nearly seen as a 
culture striving for freedom from religion. The 
moral, sp iritual, and religious foundation of our 
great nation is deteriorating right before our eyes. 
Jesus spoke of the "damnation of hell. " Does our so
ciety act like it believes him ?1 

Jesus on Hell 

If one believes the Bible as God's inspired word and 
accep ts by faith Jesus as the Son of God, then one 
will have no problem embracing the biblical subject 
of hell. The term gehenna is found 12 times in the 
Greek New Testament. This is the word tra nslated 
"hell " in our English versions o f the Bible. Of these 
12 occurre nces Jesus used the term 11 rimes. Of all 
the preachers that we read about on the pages of the 
Bible the one who preached about hell the most was 
the Son of God. H e preached on the subject, not be
cause he gleefully wanted people to go there, but be
cause he did not want people to make that their eter
nal destiny. The good news of the gospel contains 
warnings concerning the consequences of sin. Some
times good news comes in the form of a warning. 
J esus warned people of the horrors and tragedy of 
hell that we might escape its eternal punishment. 

J esus teaches that a person may conduct himself 
(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Working the Works of God 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T e Bible teaches that works have noth
ing to do with salvation, and it teaches 
that works are necessary to salvation. 

Still, the Bible does not contradict itself. 
How can this be? H ow can the Bible say 

two things that seem to be diametrically op
posed and yet not contradict itself? It would ap
pear to be self-evident that works cannot be 
both necessary and unnecessary to salvation. 

Since the Bible is inspired of God (2 Tim. 3: 16-17), it must be 
true and therefore cannot contradict itself. Truth, in order to be 
truth, must be coherent. If two statements contradict, either one 
or both of them must be false, but there is no way they can both be 
true. How, then, do we deal with the fact that the Bible says works 
are not necessary to justification, and also says that we are justified 
by works? 

Some assume a "take your pick" attitude and go blithely down 
the path not knowing how to reconcile the two statements - and, 
possibly, not caring. The honest person however cannot do this 
and must either reject the Bible or find a logical way to harmonize 
the two statements. 

Various Works 

To understand the Bible we must define its terms correctly. It is 
necessary to understand accurately how Bible writers use the word 
"works" (sometimes "deeds"), or we will be confused. A survey of 
how the Bible uses this word will help us to avoid the confusion of 
misunderstanding. A failure to understand something correctly 
leads to incomprehension and perhaps unbelief. 

Following is a partial list of "work(s)" mentioned in the Old 
and New Testaments: 

• The work God does - Gen. 2:2; Judges 2:7; Ps. 71:17; 
1 Cor. 12:6; John 6:28-29; 10:37; 14:10 

• The work man does in providing food and shelter - Gen. 
3:17-19; Exod. 23:12; 26:1; Eccl. 2:4; Matt. 21:28 

• The work man does in obeying specific commands of God 
-Gen. 6:13-22; John 9:4; 1 Cor. 15:58 

• Work of iniquity (evil) - Ps. 6:8; 14:1; Jer. 1:16; Ezek. 
33:26; Matt. 7:23; Luke 13:27; John 3:19; Rom. 1:27; Eph. 
4:19 ; Rom. 13:12 ("works of darkness"); Gal. 5:19-21 
("works of the flesh") 

• Work of righteousness (good)- Ps. 15:2; Acts 10:35; .Matt. 



5:16; Rom. 3:27; 1 Cor. 3:13-14; 2 Cor. 9:8; Gal. 6:10; 
Eph. 2:10; Titus 2:14; James 1:4; 3:13 

• Works that are worthy of repentance- Acts 26:20 
• The mighty. works (signs, miracles) of Jesus- Matt. 11:23-

24; John 1 0:'32; Acts 2:22 
• Works of the Law of Moses- Rom. 3:20, 28; Gal. 2: 16; 3:2 
• Greater works done by Jesus' disciples- John 5:20; 14:12 
• Good and bad works by which all men shall be judged -

Rom. 2:6; 1 Pet. 1:17; Rev. 20:12-13; 22:12 
• Human works apart from works of God - Rom. 9:11; 11:6 
• Converts to Jesus - 1 Cor. 3: 14 
• Apostolic signs, and wonders, and mighty works - 2 Cor. 

12:12 
• Work of sinless perfection- Eph. 2:9; Col. 2:21-23 
• The power that works in the saved- Eph. 3:20; 4:12 
• The word of God that works in the believer -- 1 Thess. 

4:11; 2 Thess. 1:11; 1 Tim. 2:10; 5:12; 2 Tim. 2:21 
• Works that justify -James 2:24; 3:13 
• Works of the devil -1 John 3:8 
• The ungodly works of ungodliness -Jude 1:15 
This gives a sample of various "works" mentioned in the Bible. 

It is a mistake to suppose that the word work(s) always refers to a 
condition of acceptance with God. It does not! 

Even a casual glance at this list will convince the thoughtful 
Bible student this is a complicated subject, having many interre
lated parts. It is difficult to deal with because of the need to take 
different relationships or points of view into consideration. 

The mighty acts of Jehovah are works. Creation (Ps. 8:3,6; 
19:1; 33:4; 92:5; 102:25; 104:24), redemptive acts in history like 
the Exodus Uudges 2:7, 10). 

Jesus is our perfect example in all things (1 Pet. 2:21). The 
Savior went about doing good (Acts 10:38-39; John 4:34; 5:36; 
10:25-38; 15:24; 17:4). His words and his works confirmed his 
authority and mission. 

Humans are sinless at birth, seeing that Jehovah is the Father 
and Giver of the human spirit (Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 12:7). As the child 
matures it comes to understand that some things are right and 
other things are wrong, but chooses to do wrong things and ignore 
right things. This is called sin- sin of omission and sin of com
mission. This is the something a person knowingly does to himself. 
Iniquity separates a soul from its God (lsa. 59:2). Those who die 
in sin cannot go where Jesus is; they "shall not inherit the king
dom of God·Uohn 8:21; Gal. 5:19-210). 

In his infinite compassion Jehovah sent Jesus to offer himself a 
sacrifice for sins Uohn 3:16; John 10:18; Matt. 26:28). 

We access the grace of God and the blood of the Lamb of God 
through belief Uohn 8:24). 

"They said therefore unto him, What must we do, that we may 
work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent" 
Uohn 6:28-29). 
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Saving belief is a work that includes other works. 
Faith is shown by works (James 2:18). "Faith with
out works is dead" (James 2:20). Abraham was justi
fied by works produced by faith (James 2:21-22). 
Works make faith perfect (James 2:22). Sinners are 
justified by works and not by faith only (James 2:24 ). 
Faith without works is dead (James 2:26). 

Jesus said, "He that believeth (a work) and is 
baptized (a work) shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). 
"Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect?" (James 2:22). In 
baptism the sinner, "is buried with Christ" and is 
"raised with him through faith in the working of 
God, who raised him from the dead" (Col. 2: 12). In 
baptism we are buried "with" Christ and we are 
raised "with" him believing that God will keep his 
promise to save "he that believeth and is baptized." 
Peter tells us that baptism saves (1 Pet. 3:21). In bap
tism our sins are washed away (Acts 22:16). 

The spirit that is born again in the water of bap
tism (John 3:5) enters the kingdom of God, where 
faith continues to work, bringing glory to God 
(Matt. 5:16). The saved "work the work of the 
Lord" (1 Cor. 16:10), abound "in every good work" 
(1 Cor. 9:8). Servants of righteousness "end shall be 
according to their works" (2 Cor. 11:5). The child of 
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God is "created in Christ Jesus unto good works" 
(Eph. 2: 10); the saint is "fruitful unto every good 
work" (Col. 1:10). The Christian "works out his 
own salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2: 12). 
Paul prayed that God the Father may "comfort your 
hearts and establish them in every good work and 
word" (2 Thess. 2: 17). Women professing godliness 
are to adorn themselves "with good works" (1 Tim. 
2:1 0). If a man desires the office of bishop, he de
sires "a good work" (1 Tim. 3:1). Widows to be en
rolled are to be "well reported of for good works" (1 
Tim. 5:10). The new covenant lauds the good works 
of some that are "evident, and cannot be hid" (1 
Tim. 5 :25). Those described as "a vessel unto honor" 
are "prepared unto every good work" (2 Tim. 2:21). 
"The man of God" is "furnished completely unto ev
ery good work" (2 Tim. 3: 17). Preachers are to be 
"an ensample of good works" (Titus 2: 7), "zealous 
of good works" (Titus 2:14). Followers of Jesus are 
to "be ready unto every good work" (Titus 3:1). Paul 
desired "that they who have believed God may be 
careful to maintain good works" (Titus 3:8). "God is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and the love 
which ye showed toward his name, in that ye minis
tered unto the saints, and still do minister" (Heb. 
6:10). [L]et us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works" (Heb. 10:24). Our Lord Jesus 
"make you perfect in every good thing to do his will, 
working in us that which is well-pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen" (Heb. 13:21). 

The "wise and understanding among you? let 
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him show by his good life his works in meekness of 
wisdom" Uames 3:13). Behave seemly among the pa
gans, "that, wherein they speak against you as evil
doers, they may by your good works, which they be
hold, glorify God in the day of visitation" (1 Pet. 
2: 12). "My Little children, let us not love in word, 
neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth (1 
John 3i18). Jesus knows and commends the works of 
his disciples on earth (Rev. 2:2, 9, 19; 3:8). Those 
who die in the Lord are blessed because "their works 
follow with them" (Rev. 14:13). 

On the last great judgment day, God will render 
unto every man "according to their works, whether 
they be good or evil" (Eccl. 12:14; Rev. 20:12-13; 
22:12). 

It is because of a present and future judgment 
that we must avoid the works of the flesh . . . the 
works of darkness ... the works of the devil. Abstain
ing from all evil works is critical to the believer. 

In the light of what the new covenant has to say 
about the importance of good works - works of 
faith - works that justify ijames 2:24) - it seems 
strange that anyone would say that works have noth
ing to do with salvation ... unless, of course, he is 
blinded by denominational dogma. 

The Bible does warn us that we cannot live to 
maturity and be sinless (Rom. 3:27; Eph. 2:8-9; 
Rom. 4:2, 6). "All sin and fall short of the glory of 
God" (Rom. 3:23 ). It also tells us the works of the 
Law of Moses cannot save us (Rom. 9:32; Gal. 2:16; 
3:1 0). If eternal salvation could come by the Mosaic 
Law, then the death of Jesus was needless, be~ause 
the people had that law for 1,500 years before jesus 
was born of a woman (Gal. 2:21). We are also told 
that we cannot save ourselves by austerities (Col. 
2:18). 

Some honest person may be misled into wrongly 
supposing that when the Bible tells us we cannot be 
saved by our own works because it is not possible for 
us to live without sin - sooner or later all will sin 
and fall short of God's glory, that it is saying that 
even works of faith and righteousness - works of 
God - do not save. Also 'some will read Bible pas
sages which say that the works of the Law of Moses 
cannot save, and mistakenly conclude that works 
have nothing to do with salvation. This study should 
clear that up because it gives indisputable proof that 
there is no justification without works. 

It is indisputably true that works are necessary to 
justification ijames 2:24), but it is also true that some 
works cannot save - the work of living a perfectly 

sinless life- the work of devising our own scheme of 
redemption - the works of the Law of Moses- the 
works of darkness, which are the works of Satan. 

So, it is true that works both save us and have 
nothing to do with our salvation, depending on what 
kind of works you are talking about. 

It is not possible for a reasonable adult to be sin
less and therefore, in this sense, one cannot save 
himself by his own works. We cannot be saved by the 
works of Satan, nor by the works of the Law of 
Moses, nor by any human invention. Such works 
have no power to save and many of them are an of
fense to God. 

Still, it is true that the work of faith (the works 
produced by faith, see Rom. 1:5; 16:26), bring the 
sinner into a right relationship with his Creator, help 
to maintain that relationship, and will one day be the 
reason for his promotion to glory (Matt. 25 :31-46). 
To say that works have nothing to do with salvation 
is to fly in the face of Bible teaching. 
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The Dodrine of Hell 
(continued from page 1) 

in his daily deportment as to be in "danger of the fire 
of hell" (Matt. 5 :22). In this same sermon Jesus 
preached that those unsubmissive to the divine will 
be "thrown into hell" (Matt. 5 :29-30). In another 
sermon Jesus depicts the Father as one able to "de
stroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. 10:28). In 
still another lesson Jesus characterizes some as being 
a "child of hell" who shall be unable to escape the 
"damnation of hell" (Matt. 23:15, 33). Our loving 
Savior did not hesitate to speak of those disobedient 
to the gospel as being "damned" by God who ulti
mately shall be banished "into the eternal fire which 
is prepared for the devil and his angels" (Mark 
16:16; Matt. 25:41). No preacher today who is de
termined to preach the "whole counsel of God" will 
fail to include these sober warnings about hell in his 
preaching. 

One of the things that must be appreciated is that 
Jesus depicted hell as a real place where some people 
will ultimately spend eternity. Jesus speaks of the real
ity of both heaven and hell. One cannot consistently 
accept our Lord's teaching about heaven and at the 
same time deny or belittle what he taught about hell. 
Yet we live in a world where many inconsistently ac
cept everything concerning the wonder and beauty of 
heaven while denying the reality and horrors of hell. 
Don't be like the fellow who arrogantly lived a life of 
sin as if there were no hell, and when he did speak of 
"hell," he did so only as a curse word. 

Hell Is Eternal 
It is understandable that atheists and liberal theolo
gians who do not accept the inspiration of the Bible 
would reject what God's word says about hell. It is 
strange indeed, however, to observe conservative, re
ligious folk repudiate what Jesus clearly says con
cerning hell. For example, both Seventh Day Adven
tists and Jehovah's Witnesses teach the extinction of 
the wicked and deny the existence of hell as a place 
of everlasting punishment. These cults maintain that 
the unrighteous will ultimately cease to exist. Thus, 
there is nothing left of a conscious individual to be 
punished eternally in hell. This is the false doctrine 
of "annihilationism." 

Contrast what Jesus said: '~d these shall go away 
into eternal punishment; but the righteous into eter-
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nallife" (Matt. 25 :46). Notice that the ultimate desti
nies of both the righteous and unrighteous are pro
nounced in the same verse with the language "eternal 
punishment" and "eternal life." The significance of 
this statement is that Jesus uses the exact same word, 
eternal, to describe the duration of both heaven and 
hell. How long shall eternal life in heaven last? This is 
exactly the same duration that the Savior teaches con
cerning eternal punishment in hell. 

In their New World Translation the Jehovah's 
Witnesses try to give their annihilationist view some 
semblance of credibility by replacing the phrase "ev
erlasting punishment" with "everlasting cutting-off." 
By this they seek to convey that the wicked experi
ence everlasting punishment only in the sense that 
they are forever annihilated, i.e., cease to exist by 
way of extinction. But earlier in this same chapter 
Jesus states to the unrighteous, "Depart from me, ye 
cursed into the eternal fire which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels" (Matt. 25 :41). Here the "eter
nal fire" is the place of "eternal punishment" and 
both are in reference to our Lord's reference to "hell, 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched" (Mark 9:43, 48). Jesus repeatedly speaks 
of hell as a place of continuous agony with "weeping 
and gnashing of teeth" for those who go there (Matt. 
8:12). For those who believe the Bible the fate of the 
wicked is clear: "Who shall be punished with ever
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power" (2 Thess. 1:9). 

Brother in Denial 
The latest fad within religion is to deny the biblical 
doctrine of hell as a place of conscious, eternal pun
ishment. 2 Some of our brethren have even joined the 
chorus of those who are singing this new song. In 
1982 Edward Fudge published his book, The Fire 
That Consumes, in which he denies what he calls the 
"traditionalist view" of eternal punishment. Brother 
Fudge is an elder in the Bering Road church of Christ 
in Houston, Texas. In reading this book one must be 
prepared for the author's doubletalk that is apparent 
throughout the entire volume. For example, as early 
as the Preface brother Fudge states that "The Bible 
clearly warns of the destruction and punishment 
which are eternal, even as it speaks of everlasting 



life." He goes on, however, to say "scripture ... 
teaches the nature of that everlasting punishment to 
be utter extinction into oblivion forever" (p. xiii). 
Notice how he states that the Bible "clearly" warns 
of hell as "punishment" which is "eternal." Yet when 
Fudge gets through with his explanation of hell, it 
becomes nothing more than extinction for the 
wicked which involves no punishment and is not 
eternal. He ends up saying just the opposite of what 
he earlier asserts. It is not clear, it is not eternal, and 
it is not punishment. It is not the "hell" of the Bible. 

In their book, Two Views of Hell: A Biblical & 
Theological Dialogue, brother Fudge exchanges writ
ten chapters with denominational Professor Robert 
Peterson, who earlier authored his own book, Hell 
On Trial: The Case for Eternal Punishment. The 
reader is treated to more of Fudge's doubletalk when 
he employs the very terminology of scripture but 
then twists out a meaning that in no way is conveyed 
by the words quoted. For example, Fudge correctly 
asserts that hell is "eternal" and that "those who go 
into it suffer everlasting destruction." Yet in the very 
next sentence he says that "When the unquenchable 
fire finally destroys the lost, they will be gone for
ever" or annihilated (p. 44). In one sentence Fudge 
has the wicked banished to hell to consciously suffer 
eternal punishment and in the next sentence the 
wicked cease to exist in the absence of any suffering 
or punishment. It is a classic example of one "han
dling the word of God deceitfully" (2 Cor. 4:2). 

In his book, Death and the Afterlife, Dr. Robert 
Morey demonstrates that the Fudge doctrine is noth
ing more than that same old worn-out and oft-re
futed annihilationist position of Jehovah's Witnesses 
and Seventh Day Adventists. For one to regurgitate 
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this cultish rot and present it in the new guise of 
theological scholarship makes it no more palatable 
than before. Morey states, "The feeble attempt of 
Fudge to say that the anguish and torment which the 
wicked endure in the fires of Gehenna are uncon
scious is absurd" (p. 125). Morey correctly goes on 
to point out that the very concepts of "anguish" and 
"torment" apply only to conscious beings. The non
existent would hardly be able to suffer and feel any 
anguish or torment. Fudges' book has seemingly 
been the catalyst that has influenced other leading 
brethren to espouse the same aberrant conclusions. 
We note a few of these as follows. 

Brethren in Denial 

In spite of the rank error that utterly saturates 
Fudge's book some brethren have been wonderfully 
impressed with it and recommend it highly. John 
Clayton who edits Does God Exist? said concerning 
Fudge's book: "I recommend this book highly to the 
serious student of the Bible who is not afraid to have 
some of his traditions challenged." Clayton con
fesses, "I have never been able to be comfortable 
with the position that a person who rejected God 
should suffer forever and ever and ever. "3 This, of 
course, is a clear case of unbelief on the part of 
brother Clayton. His problem is a lack of faith in 
trusting and taking God at his word. We would en
courage our brother to dissolve himself of his self
centeredness. It matters not with what he is not 
"comfortable." Just accept what Jesus said about the 
matter. Man always gets in trouble when he puts for
ward his sentiments rather than embracing what God 
has said. 

In 2003 F. LaGard Smith published his After Life. 
Brother Smith has taught at Pepperdine and David 
Lipscomb Universities. One of his prominent argu
ments for annihilationism is that "eternal fire" has to 
do with the nature of hell and not its duration. He 
contends that "eternal punishment" will "no more be 
punishment throughout an endless eternity than was 
the immediate, devastating punishment suffered by 
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah" (p. 164). The 
reference is to Jude 7 where the inspired writer says 
that these two cities "are set forth as an example, suf
fering the punishment of eternal fire." Brother Smith 
supposes that since "nothing was left of the two cit
ies, not even a trace!" (p. 173) that this teaches aces
sation of existence for those lost eternally in hell. But 
I hardly think this conclusion is justified by the bibli
cal information available. 

August 2006 7 
Firm Foundation 



In his epistle Jude exhorts the brethren to "con
tend earnestly for the faith" because "ungodly men" 
had secretly infiltrated the church and were teaching 
error. These men had been "written of beforehand" 
unto their "condemnation" (vv. 3-4). Three ex
amples of divine vengeance upon evil doers are then 
offered by the writer to support his premise that all 
who disobey God shall receive this sentence of judg
ment: (1) Israelites were saved from Egypt and after
ward destroyed; (2) Angels who sinned are now kept 
in everlasting chains to await the judgment of the 
great Day; (3) Sod om, Gomorrah, and other cities 
who's inhabitants committed fornication and homo
sexual acts were destroyed by fire (Gen. 19:24-25). 
The question is this: Does the fact that these cities 
were obliterated from earth when God destroyed 
them with fire and brimstone and thus "are set forth 
as an example, suffering the punishment of eternal 
fire" mean that people who are cast into the eternal 
fire of hell will cease to exist or become extinct? 

No. This is not what the Bible teaches here or 
anywhere else within the scriptures. This passage 
simply sets forth the irresistible conclusion that the 
condemnation of these cities serve as an example of 
what happens to those who disobey God - they will 
become recipients of God's wrath. As brother Guy 
N. Woods states, "They suffered the punishment of 
'eternal fire,' not that the fire which consumed them 
is eternal, but that their punishment was so utter and 
so permanent that the nearest approach to it will be 
seen in the destruction which shall be characteristic 
of those who suffer the eternal fire. Their destruction 
thus stands as a symbol of that which shall eventually 
be the lot of all ungodly men" (Commentary on Jude, 
p. 391). For brother Smith to extract from this pas
sage the doctrine of annihilationism is to force an in
terpretation on the text which is simply not there. 

The annihilationist argues that Jude 7 says these 
cities were destroyed with "the punishment of eternal 
fire" in order to prove that the "eternal fire" need not 
be everlasting. Their idea is that the fire that destroyed 
these cities was eventually extinguished and thus the 
fire of hell should not be considered eternal either. 
The problem with this interpretation is that the Greek 
text does not say the cities suffered "the punishment 
of eternal fire." The original text literally states, "a 
sign of fire eternal." The destruction of the cities by 
fire made the place what it is, a sign, of the eternal fire 
of hell, a warning for all time. Dr. Robert Morey 
states, "The annihilationists are grammatically incor
rect when they make 'eternal fire' modify diken (pun-
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ishment) instead of deigma (sign). "4 It must further be 
appreciated that the inhabitants of these cities were 
not annihilated anyway because Jesus said they would 
be present on the day of judgment (Matt. 10:15). 

In 2003 Homer Hailey's God's judgments and 
Punishments was published after his death. Brother 
Hailey was a teacher at Florida Christian College. It 
should not go unnoticed that brother F. LaGard 
Smith wrote the forward to this book with 
"LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY" under his name in all 
capitals. Brother Hailey concludes that every time 
Jesus used the term gehenna that "He used it from a 
Jewish point of view" (p. 153). That is, as "a place 
for the burning of the rubbish and offal of the city of 
Jerusalem, therefore a fit place to represent all that 
hell could mean to the Jewish mind" (p. 147). What
ever one makes of this statement it is clear brother 
Hailey does not believe hell is a place of conscious, 
eternal punishment for the wicked. He further fol
lows the lead of Fudge and Smith by surmising that if 
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah serve as an 
example of anything it would be that "those who suf
fer the punishment of eternal fire are to exist no 
more" (p. 142; emp. supp.). One writer, with tongue 
in cheek, stated that since the book by Fudge is the 
primary source for the "annihilationist" positions 
among other brethren that all these other books are 
essentially "warmed-over Fudge. "5 I tend to agree. 

In 2004 brother Jimmy Allen published his auto
biography, Fire in My Bones. Brother Allen, a long
time Bible professor at Harding University, has been 
preaching for half a century. Years ago one of his 
most popular sermons was entitled, "What Is Hell 
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Like?" He even had this sermon published in tract 
form and distributed widely for readers everywhere. 
At that time brother Allen thought the subject of hell 
was "one of the most serious topics in all of God's 
word" (Tract, p. 1). Within this sermon brother Allen 
quoted Matthew 25:46 which contains the language 
"everlasting punishment" and "life eternal" and 
stated: 

My friends, there's not one single solitary ar
gument a man can make against the Bible doc
trine of Hell which cannot be applied with 
equal force against the Bible doctrine of 
Heaven... Because the same word used to 
modify HelPs punishment is also used to 
qualify the bliss and happiness of heaven ... 
How long, then, is the punishment going to 
last in Hell? It's going to last eternally or ever
lastingly. The punishment will continue for 
ever and ever and ever .... The same argument 
which is used to get rid of the Bible doctrine of 
Hell can be applied with equal force against 
the Bible doctrine of Heaven (Tract, p. 3 ). 

Notice that brother Allen taught from the Bible 
that hell is an endless duration of punishment. But, 
alas, things have changed and it is not God's inspired 
word that is now different. Within his autobiography 
brother Allen publicly confessed that he has not 
preached a sermon on hell in over twenty five years. 6 

He no longer believes in the Bible doctrine of hell as 
he once did. In fact, brother Allen will no longer 
print the tract entitled, "What Is Hell Like?," nor 
will he allow anyone else to make it available. He 
plainly says, "I sometimes wish I had never presented 
the sermon" (Autobiography, p. 220). Brother Allen 
questions whether "punishment is endless" but de
nies he is a Universalist or Annihilationist. Brother 
Allen anticipates getting the "worst criticism" for his 
changed views on hell as endless punishment and re
quests that whoever reviews him will strive to follow 
the "golden rule" of Matthew 7: 12. We have sin
cerely sought to do that very thing. 

All four of the schools mentioned above 
(Pepperdine, Lipscomb, Harding, and Florida Col
lege) are places of academic learning affiliated with 
churches of Christ. One cannot help but wonder 
how much influence these brethren have had or con
tinue to have on the impressionable minds of our 
young people as it relates to their denials of hell as a 
place of eternal punishment. Alan Pickering is also a 
vigorous· advocate of the no-suffering position on 
hell. He was well-known some years ago for his 
Sharpening the Sword seminars which he conducted 

throughout the brotherhood. 7 One thing characteris
tic of the five brethren mentioned here is that they 
all have been influential among churches of Christ 
and have either written a book, taught in a school, or 
traveled widely as a speaker in the Lord's church. Let 
the brotherhood beware. 

Conclusion 

In his book What Does the Bible Really Say About 
Hell? denominational preacher Randy Klassen says, 
"My uncle Peter, who has preached the gospel for 
over fifty years, told me he couldn't remember 
preaching on hell then added, 'There are better things 
to preach about.'" Klassen then replies, "I couldn't 
agree more" (p. 17). Sad is the day when men call 
themselves "gospel" preachers and yet refuse to sound 
forth the same sober warnings of hell as our loving 
Savior did in preaching the "gospel of God" (Mark 
1:14-15). It is a defiant and arrogant disposition that 
refuses to "speak the truth in love" (Eph. 4:15). The 
fact is the good news of the gospel does contain warn
ings concerning the horrible destiny of the disobedi
ent and unprepared. Jesus said that those who live a 
life of wickedness will be raised "unto the resurrection 
of damnation" Uohn 5 :28-29). When we fail to in
clude warnings pertaining to the ultimate destiny of 
the sinner we rob the gospel of one of its most power
ful motivators to turn souls heavenward. 

(Endnotes) 
1 Dave Miller, "Who Believes In Hell Anymore?," in Whatever Hap
pened To Heaven and Hell? Ed. Terry Hightower (Eighth Annual 
Shenandoah LectUres, 1993), p. 56. 
2 Recent scholarship has produced a barrage of books on the topic of 
hell, several which are referenced in this article. Two others are: Will
iam Crockett, ed. Four Views on Hell wherein each of the four authors 
sets forth their peculiar view of hell - literal, metaphorical, purgato
rial, and conditional; also Christopher Morgan and Robert Peterson, 
eds. Hell Under Fire in which the authors argue a defense of the biblical 
view of hell as a place of conscious, eternal punishment for the wicked. 
3 Does God Exist? (September/October, 1990). Quoted from Wayne 
Jackson, Christian Courier (November 1990), p. 27. 
4 Robert Morey, Death and the Afterlife (Minneapolis: Bethany, 1984), 
p. 140. 

s Alan Highers, "Eternal Punishment," The Spiritual Sword Uanuary 
2005), p. 2. 
6 It is interesting to note that if brother Allen has not preached a sermon 
on hell in over twenty-five years it is evident that during this time span 
he has not so much as even preached what ·he now claims to believe 
about hell. How a gospel preacher can claim to believe the Bible teaches 
something as fundamental as the eternal destiny of many and yet pur
posefully refuse to preach it as Jesus did is beyond my comprehension. 

7 See Wayne Jackson, "Changing Attitudes Toward Hell," Whatever 
Happened to Heaven and Hell? p. 66. 
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(INTRODUCTION: Twenty years ago I joined in the struggle to cause the Texas Prison system to recognize 
the body of Christ, and afford us the same time and opportunity to worship as given the Jews, ·Muslims, Catho
lics, Ecumenical Church, American Indians, House of Yahweh, et al. (See my article in the Firm Foundation
'Why I Can't Worship in the Ecumenical Church," Vol. 120, No. 11, November 2005). I am cu"ently writing a 
book concerning those struggles and thought the Firm Foundation readers would be interested in my investiga
tion of the Kairos movement. It saddens me deeply to consider how much we could do with the time and re
courses described below, but denied to members of the Lord's body. Our struggle continues- WRR) 

The Kairos Walk 
By William R. Freeman #460307 

The Kairos Walk is the name taken by an orga
nization its proponents describe as a spiri
tual retreat for prisoners. It is an offshoot of 

the Roman Catholic Church's Cursillo Movement 
(Translated, Short Course to Jesus), and began in the 
Florida prison system in 1976. The Cursillo Move
ment has spawned many such cults, e.g. The Journey 
to Damascus, The Awakening, and the infamous Walk 
to Emmaus that has swept through the denomina
tional world claiming members from every pseudo
Christian group one can think of, and sadly, members 
of the Lord's body. 

Kairos (Translated, God's Special Time) was tai
lor-made for the prison environment and its security 
requirements, but basically follows the Walk to 
Emmaus pattern. 

The Kairos Walk is initiated in a prison unit, in 
cooperation with the unit's chaplain, by a group of 
50-55 men (or women in a women's prison) who are 
both "clergy" and "lay" persons drawn from the de
nominational churches in the area surrounding the 
institution. 

This combined group makes up the Kairos 
"team" and spends eight weeks in training, forming a 
Christian community (known later as the Kairos 
Community) in which to welcome the first class of 
42 inmates called "candidates" for a 3-day course in 
Christianity, beginning with a short indoctrination 
on Thursday evening followed by the "walk," which 
runs from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday. 

The first candidate class, and each succeeding 
class, is selected by the prison's chaplain. He will 
have been asked by the Kairos workers to isolate the 
six to eight environments within the prison which 
have the greatest impact on the largest percentage of 
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the prison population. Then he is asked to select the 
six or eight prisoners from each environment who 
have the greatest impact on their peers, and encour
age them to attend the walk. 

Ideally, no more than six or eight of the leaders 
chosen will be chosen from the religious sector, 
many will be negative leaders, irreligious men who 
shun anything resembling godly behavior or activi
ties. To understand why these men would attend 
these walks you must understand the incentives of
fered. 

To begin with, the walk is shrouded in mystery. 
The activities conducted during the three days are 
not discussed or talked about by the Kairos Walk in
mate alumni with the rest of the prison population. 
All the activities take place in the gymnasium, hidden 
from view of the other prisoners. Tight lipped se
crecy surrounds everything except the meals fed to 
the candidates. 

During the 3-day walk the candidates eat their 
meals in a specially prepared area, separated from 
the rest of the prison population, that has been fabri
cated to resemble a free-world dining room, replete 
with tables, linen, plates, and silverware - all the 
amenities to facilitate the serving of free-world meals 
that are of such quality and quantity that most in
mate candidates are overwhelmed and speechless. 
The menu features such entrees as barbecued beef 
and chicken fajitas, deep fried Atlantic White Fish, 
lasagna, brisket, cheeseburgers, pizza, and other en
ticing meals, accompanied by all the trimmings nor
mally associated with them. The meals are served 
with much pomp and ceremony by Kairos inmate 
alumni volunteers, who serve as waiters and' perform 
other duties during the walk. 

The promise of these meals is well touted by the 



team and the alumni among the prison population. 
Prison officials readily admit to the use of these 
meals as the enticement for the walk. In addition to 
the special meals other treats are also furnished. 

The State of Texas does not pay her inmates to 
work; most are indigent and must rely on family and 
friends to supply funds for the most basic creature 
comforts, much less treats or special meals from the 
prison commissary. The chance to be chosen to expe
rience these meals is aggressively pursued. 

Texas prison chaplains and administrators have 
embraced the Kairos concept wholeheartedly and 
without restraint. Officers who are active in their 
community's denominations are selected to provide 
security for the walks, are excused from their regular 
duties, and some even participate in the activities. 
The candidates and alumni are also excused from all 
work assignments during the entire week of the 
walk. 

A week before the walk begins, volunteers, using 
specially made room dividers, divide the gymnasi
ums into several rooms large enough to accommo
date the entire group of candidates, team members 
and alumni as they are moved from one room to an
other participating in the activities. 

The activities were interspersed throughout the 
three days. I broke them down into 6 categories; 

1. Meet the team and family assignments, 
2. Music, sing-a-longs and dancing, 
3. Testimonials and witnessing, 
4. Group discussions and handouts, 
5. Arts and crafts, 
6. Ceremonies. 

"Meet the Team and Family Assignments" 

The tone for the 3-day walk was set the first morn
ing. All the candidates were ushered, as a group, into 
one of the large rooms to "meet the team," and get 
acquainted with one another. 

There intense male bonding was carried on. Ev
ery member of the team greeted each candidate with 
great enthusiasm and a big smile, often laughing; the 
mood was carnival, festive. Hugging, hand shaking 
and back patting were continuous as general back
ground information was exchanged, e.g. religious 
background, family, health, special interest, etc. 

The team members represented a broad spec
trum of the denominational world, Catholic, Meth
odist, Baptist, Episcopalian, Pentecostal, to name a 
few. 

Their conversation centered mostly on a con-

stant referencing to the Holy Spirit, such as, "Can't 
you feel the Holy Spirit all around us here?," and 
"The Holy Spirit is filling this place, and has blessed 
this sacred ground," to quote a couple. 

Then suddenly, and without warning, a team 
member screamed, "WE ARE THE CHURCH, WE 
ARE GOD'S CHOSEN PEOPLE!" This statement 
was echoed by all the team members and repeated 
several times as loudly as they could yell. (This man 
repeated this sudden and loud outburst numerous 
times during the walk, the mantra was repeated by 
the team, and as the walk drew to an end, by the can
didates also.) 

Mter introductions were made, the Rector [sic], 
elected by the team members, divided the candidates 
into 7, 6-man groups they called families, with each 
family named after a biblical personage; Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, and James. 

From this point on you were identified as "be
longing" to that family and were required to use 
your family name in conjunction with your given 
name, e.g. "Hi, I'm Joe, from the family of John," or 
"My name is Bill, from the family of Luke." 

Each family was assigned a table with a team 
member, also of that family, who served as your 
monitor. 

Inmate alumni, acting as waiters for each table, 
kept a lazy-Susan filled with fresh fruit, cookies, can
dies, and other treats, while ensuring your cup was 
never empty of whatever beverage you desired to 
drink, including free-world Folger's Coffee, consid
ered a treasure among inmates. 

For the remainder of the walk this table served as 
your home base to return to following each activity. 

"Music, Sing-a-longs and Dancing" 

Music was an intricate part of all the activities. State 
of the art music systems delivered hymns and reli
gious songs continuously and at different volumes, 
but always reflecting the mood of the activity. If the 
activity was sombre and reflective, such as the Lord's 
Supper or a narration of the crucifixion, the music 
was matched to the emotion, whereas the narration 
of the discovery of the empty tomb drew joyous, 
loud, and festive music. 

Several times the hymn "When the Saints Come 
Marching In" was played at a thunderous volume 
and the team automatically formed a snake-line and 
danced the bunny-hop that wound around and 
through the gymnasiums. The dancing would con
tinue until everyone was exhausted and collapsed 
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into chairs or onto the floor, laughing, and some cry
ing, to the accompaniment of shouts enjoining the 
Holy Spirit, boldly claiming his falling on and filling 
all the people, invariably the "We Are the Church ... " 
chronicler would erupt with his claims. No one was 
exempted from the dance line. Reluctant candidates 
and those refusing to participate were put upon by 
the team members en masse and gently nudged by 
laughing, smiling men and inmates until they joined 
tn. 

There was also a band that provided much of the 
music for sing-a-longs. An overhead projector dis
played sheet music, complete with a bouncing ball 
for singing sessions, which were often and loud. 

"Testimonies and Witnessing" 

Several times a day we were subjected to "testimo
nies" and "witnessing" from the team members. The 
men seemed sincere and were emotional, They re
lated stories of broken lives and tragedies, of sickness 
and accident, or wicked, sinful living that invariably 
concluded with claims of some personal revelation, 
and or encounter with either Jesus or the Holy Spirit 
which had caused the man to accept Jesus and "call 
on the name of the Lord" and thereby receive his sal
vation (never occasioned by baptism). 

Some claimed conversation with Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, a dead loved one, or a heavenly apparition. 
Some claimed miraculous healings or manipulation 
of the natural order. 

I did not observe a single "testimony or witness
ing" that did not terminate in the person losing con
trol of his emotions, and some having to receive min
istering by the team members, only to pull them
selves together proclaiming the power of the Holy 
Spirit in their lives and in the room. These narratives 
were always accompanied by the ever-present music, 
added at the opportune moment for the maximum 
emotional impact. 

Special blessings following these religious en
counters with deity were· claimed by most of the 
speakers. Encouragement for the candidates to ac
cept Jesus and be saved were repeated at the tables 
following these testimonies. Rousing hymns and 
sing-a-longs were interspersed between the talks. 

•Group Discussions and Handouts" 

Following each activity the candidates returned to 
the "family" table where the family team member led 
a group discussion concerning the activity. 

The team members were skillful, drawing each 
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candidate into the discussion and encouraging par
ticipation by everyone. They would play heavily on 
the "family" aspect of our 6-man group. Frequently, 
we were instructed to hug those on either side of us 
and tell them that Jesus loved them, and us, and that 
we must love one another to be true disciples. 

Handouts reinforcing the activity and group dis
cussions were distributed. We were given special 
folders to keep our handouts and notes in that were 
specially exempted from seizure by correctional of
ficers. Toward the end of the walk each candidate 
was given a package of "love letters" that were writ
ten by all the inmate alumni from our unit and sur
rounding units, free-world loved ones (these letters 
were secured by Kairos team members in the free
world), Sunday school classes of all ages from sur
rounding denominational churches, and anonymous 
sources. All of these letters proclaimed the love of 
Jesus for us and the love of the writer, encouraging 
us to accept Jesus and join the Kairos family. The let
ters were personal, addressed to each one of us by 
name. I had over 100 letters. 

As we read the letters the music played softly, 
and the lights were dimmed. I watched men, hard
ened men, succumb to their emotions and openly 
weep. 

When a candidate would "break down," the 
team members would embrace him and lead him to a 
special room where they would stay for varying peri
ods of time. 

Upon their return to the table the team members 
would proclaim that the man was now a Christian 
and a member of the Kairos family. Everything 
would stop, and everyone would celebrate; joyous 
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music would play and the entire group would em
brace the man, shaking his hand. Congratulations 
would pour over the candidate. He would receive 
more personal attention and affection in that few 
moments than he had in all the years he had been in
-Carcerated. For awhile he was center stage, the star. 

Then the family would return to their tables and 
discuss the salvation of the new Christian. Anything 
other than salvation by faith through grace alone, 
and the manifestation of the Holy Spirit was not dis
cussed and attempts to do so were labeled as divisive 
doctrine contrary to the teaching of jesus. 

Questions about baptism for the forgiveness of 
past sins and the pattern of New Testament Chris
tianity were either ignored or politely passed over. 
Mter a few soft probing questions were pointedly ig
nored, I simply observed and took notes. 

Several large scrolls were handed out which con
tained personal messages from Kairos Communities 
in several other Texas prisons wishing us a successful 
walk and assuring us of their loving support. We 
learned that Kairos is active in all the Texas prisons 
as well as nationally and internationally. Once a can
didate completes the walk, he is entered in the 
Kairos computer and his membership is good at any 
Kairos Community. Once released he is encouraged 
to complete the "Walk to Emmaus," the free-world 
version of Kairos. 

uArts and Crafts" 

At other times the family table was devoted to arts 
and crafts. Posters and large scrolls were made up re
inforcing all that was learned. Scrolls similar to the 
ones we received were constructed to be sent to 
other prison units preparing for a Kairos walk. We 
were furnished the names of those future candidates 
so the messages we wrote would be personal. 

Highlighters were used to paint scenes of a per
son being engulfed by the Holy Spirit as a blinding 
light or depicting what the artist claimed were per
sons calling on the name of the Lord and being 
saved. In a show and tell scenario each table would 
present their work before the others. All the art work 
was sent to future Kairos walks. 

uceremonies" 

The Lord's Supper was observed twice, on Thursday 
and again on Sunday. Both observances were somber 
and accompanied by instrumental music. The cer
emony was devoid of prayers and no special instruc
tions were given as to who should partake and why 

the supper is observed. On Saturday we assembled 
for a "Hate Burning Ceremony." Each candidate was 
given a sheet of rice paper and told to write down 
the name(s) of everyone he harbored hatred for and 
for any incident that he needed forgiveness and to 
forgive. 

With lowered lights and softly playing music, each 
man one by one, went forward to the altar where the 
Rector was praying over a metal bucket. Each man 
placed his paper in the bucket to be burned, and as the 
smoke rose to heaven our hearts were to be purged of 
the hate and replaced by total and complete forgive
ness. Th'e smoke supposedly carried our hatred up to 
heaven for God to deal with it. 

The final ceremony was twofold. The first part 
was a crucifix presentation. We were all presented a 
small wooden crucifix with KAIROS carved on one 
side and "CHRIST IS COUNTING ON YOU" carved 
on the other. The cross was attached to a multi-col
ored twine. One by one we were called to stand before 
the Rector who hung these crosses around our necks 
as he recited, "Christ is counting on you." We were 
told during this ceremony that we would have a small 
graduation ceremony immediately following the cru
cifix ceremony and everyone should be thinking 
about what he would say to the audience. 

We were led to believe the audience would be the 
inmate alumni on our unit and the Kairos team. 

While we were waiting for the final ceremony, 
one of the gymnasiums, unbeknownst to us, was fill
ing up with free-world people from the surrounding 
denominational churches and the inmate alumni. 
When the door was opened and we were marched 
into the gym, we were overwhelmed by the thunder
ous ovation as the band played "When the Saints 
Come Marching In." 

Metal folding chairs were placed on the gym 
floor and grouped by families, and as we took our 
seats the ovation continued. Finally, the candidates 
stood up and waved to the audience, causing the roar 
to increase as well as the volume of music. For over 
15 minutes the celebration continued, everyone 
swaying in their places, hands raised and waving. It 
was pure pandemonium. 

The Chaplain was standing at the lectern and 
was finally able to restore order. 

· He spoke, as well as several of the team mem
bers, and then the Rector. The Rector told several 
anecdotes from the walk and recounted some of the 
emotional "conversions" he witnessed, and then 
made the bold claim that every man participating in 
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the walk had accepted Jesus and was saved. Pande
monium erupted again and lasted even longer than 
the first time. 

His statement was misleading and left the im
pression that (1) everyone participating in the walk 
had entered the walk as an alien sinner, and (2) every 
man, because of the walk, had experienced conver
sion. A member from each family had been previ
ously selected to make a short speech, and they rein
forced the Rector's bold claim and recounted anec
dotes of their own. 

An open mike was provided and several of the 
candidates gave short speeches, each one enjoying 
the thunderous applause and overpowering approval 
of the loving audience. 

The ceremony ended with the special Kairos 
song proclaiming the Holy Spirit's presence and fill
ing power on everyone present, while everyone 
lifted "holy hands" and waved them all about. 

Following the walk the new Kairos member was 
added to the unit's Kairos Comml;lnity which en
titled him to attend a 2-hour weekly meeting and a 
3rd-Saturday mini-walk for Kairos members only, a 
special club indeed. 

uconclusion" 

There are many who believe that Kairos, related 
methods, of bringing the alien sinner to Jesus is 
nothing short of inspired. They point to the almost 
miraculous number of candidates who are "saved" 
during these walks as proof of their claims. They 
point to hundreds of touching and emotional anec
dotes. surrounding hardened criminals, transformed 
overnight into loving Christians by the walk, and re
duced recidivism for Kairos walk alumni. 

It is a rosy picture indeed ... it is also a lie. 
Satan is a liar and the father of lies Uohn 8:44). 

Without much controversy one of his most destruc
tive lies is that a person is justified (saved) under the 
New Covenant by faith only through grace alone. 
From the opening bell, the pervading central theme 
of the walk was accepting Jesus and salvation with
out following the New Testament pattern of justifica
tion: 

• Belief in His Son- John 3: 16; Heb. 11:6 
• Repentance- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confessing Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-10; 

Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16 
• Remain faithful- Rev. 2:10 
Mter the first day, gentle nudging and urging by 
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the team to feel the love and the Spirit's call to ac
cept Jesus and be saved was noted. This urging in 
both frequency and intensity increased as the 3 days 
drew to a close. 

Add to this the fact that the candidates, 42 men 
who live in one of the most dangerous, stressful envi
ronments on earth, deprived of almost all creature 
comforts, fed the same dull food year in and out, 
starved for affection and self esteem, made them 
prime targets for Kairos. Invite these men to an orgy 
of food, music, pour affection all over them and 
most, drunk on their emotions, would have joined 
the Nazi party if asked by their benefactors. 

It became apparent at the end of the walk that 
being able to claim a 100 percent "saved rate" was 
the most important goal of the team, whether factual 
or not, as verified by the Rector's reckless statement 
that all the men accepted Jesus and were saved. I was 
reminded of Paul's warning to the Galatians con
cerning false teachers and their "desire to boast in 
their flesh" (Gal. 6:12-13). 

Kairos' plan to bring alien sinners to Christ is not 
God's plan. As in almost everything of divine origin, 
God's plan to reach the sinner is simple: 

Books by Hugo McCord 

From Heaven or From Men? 
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"For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved." 

But how are they to call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without someone preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is writ
ten, 'How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 
the good news.' But they have not all obeyed the gos
pel" (Rom. 10:13-16a ESV). 

Not one of the candidates was told to obey the 
gospel, the death burial and resurrection of Jesus (1 
Cor. 15: 1-6) through its re-enactment (Rom. 6:1-11, 
Col. 2: 12-14); to be baptized for the forgiveness of 
their sins (Acts 2:38); that the like figure baptism 
now saved them; (1 Pet .. 3:21) of the chilling conse
quences of their failure to obey the gospel (2 Thess. 
1:7-8, John 3:5). 

The promise of salvation to the candidates, and 
thousands just like them, without obeying the gospel 
is a lie and authored by the father of lies. 

From the first few hours of the walk it was appar
ent that truth and adherence to the pattern principle 
of the New Testament was not in the Kairos plan. 

Placing the candidates in the "families" men
tioned would have caused those luminaries untold 
grief and anger. One is reminded of Paul's indigna
tion when learning of the Corinthians making similar 
claims (1 Cor. 1:12-13). 

Whatever good might have been generated by 
these walks is lost when candidates leave the gym
nasiums believing their salvation and eternal security 
is a done deal, that their emotional experiences were 
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit's "filling them," 
much like Cornelius' household (Acts 1 0). 

Of course, the Kairos team neglected to point 
out Peter's explanation for this special occasion a 
few verses later (Acts 11). 

The ceremonies were orchestrated for the maxi
mum emotional reaction. 

Thursday 

The "hate letter burning," "crucifix hanging," obser
vance of the Lord's Supper," brings Paul's words be
fore us: 

These have indeed an appearance of wisdom 
in promoting self-made religion and asceti
cism and severity to the body, but they are of 
no value in stopping the indulgence of the 
flesh (Col. 2:23, ESV). 

In other words, such activities are man-made 

innovations that are vain and unacceptable to God 
(Matt. 15 :8-9). Such "worship" is more carnal than 
spiritual- not authorized by the Lord (Col. 3: 17), is 
not of faith and therefore is sin (Rom. 14:23), and 
fails to follow the pattern principle of the New Testa
ment (Rom. 6:17; 2 Tim. 2: 12). The "testimonies 
and witnessing" were interesting to listen to and 
some were very sad, producing the desired emo
tional reaction they are designed to produce. 

The one thing they all had in common was the 
fact they were all about the testator's own righteous
ness and what a marvelous person they had become, 
overcoming this adversity or that wicked lifestyle by 
seizing a special blessing from God, either a personal 
interaction, appearance, or miraculous incident. 

Of course, they are 2006 years too late to testify 
or witness the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus, but that doesn't concern the one more inter
ested in himself than teaching about Jesus; the gospel 
was not even mentioned. 

In the beginning of the walk I was impressed by 
what I perceived as sincere men on the team, sincerely 
wrong but honestly trying to bring men to Jesus. 

However, as the walk drew to a close I realized 
that the object of the exercise wasn't about Jesus, 
wasn't even about us, not really, the object was the 
gratification these men enjoyed in telling us how 
righteous they are and watching us adore them, as 
they fed us and strutted their way upon our stage 

Every six months they get to return and get their 
"fix" again, the gymnasiums will fill up with the sur
rounding community to applaud our "miraculous 
conversions," but the applause wasn't for us, and it 
won't be for the next group, it is for the team, they 
are the winners. 

The losers were and will be the candidates who 
still face God's righteous judgment for not obeying 
the gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-8). 

As a final thought. The claims of Kairos as to a 
lowered rate of recidivism for Kairos alumni is not 
surprising. Considering that after a unit completes its 
first Kairos walk, the vast majority of the candidates 
for future walks are drawn from the religious sector 
or those inmates in self-help programs, the fact that 
they will enjoy a significantly lower recidivism rate 
than those who aren't interested in helping them
selves is a no-brainer. 

William R. Freeman #460307 
McConnell Unit 

3001 S. Emily Dr. 
Beeville:~ TX 7810 
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If No One Cared 
By Owen Cosgrove 

T he young man David became a great national 
hero when he slew the Philistine giant 
Goliath at the valley of Elah, but his astonish

ing feat created an intense jealousy in King Saul. He 
suffered from a long, drawn-out pursuit by the king in 
which his life was constantly threatened. 

The flight from Saul was often treacherous and 
lonely. Some scholars think it was at this troubled 
time David wrote Psalm 14 2 while he was hiding in a 
cave. He wrote, "I looked on my right hand and be
held, but there was no man that would know me; 
refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul." 

Thomas Wolfe wrote in You Can't Go Home 
Again. "Loneliness ... is and always has been the cen
tral and inevitable experience of every man." John 
Milton said, "Loneliness is the first thing which 
God's eye named not good." Loneliness fills the 
world, and a person can be lonely in a crowd. People 
need people, and one of the saddest expressions was 
David's statement that no man cared for his soul. 
Whether or not it was absolutely true, it was cer
tainly his feeling, and he appealed to the Lord to de
liver him and comfort him. 

Byron's poem, The Prisoner of Chillon, is the 
story of a man and his six sons who were imprisoned 
at the Castle of Chillon at the eastern end of Lake 
Geneva, Switzerland. Francois de Bonnivard, a Swiss 
patriot and religious reformer was incarcerated there 
for six years for his efforts to make Geneva a repub
lic free from the control of Charles III, the Duke of 
Savoy. The brothers in the poem are imaginary, but 
the description of the incarcerated man is graphic 
and touching. 

Byron writes of the darkness and loneliness of 
the dungeon. He says, "I know not why I could not 
die, I had no earthly hope but faith, and that forbade 
a selfish death." He speaks of his friendship with spi
ders and even the mice that played in his prison 
home. When he finally gained his freedom, the pris
oner says, 

My very chains and I grew friends, So much a 
long communion tends To make us what we 
are even I Regained my freedom with a sigh. 

Everyone needs someone, several people in fact, 

16 ~~~ound~~~: 

who really care deeply for him. David's statement, 
"No man cared for my soul," is one of the saddest 
declarations of mankind. 

Mosie Lister wrote these words in a grand old 
gospel hymn: 

Once I stood in the night with my head bowed low, 
In the darkness as black as could be 
And my heart felt alone and I cried, 
"0 Lord, Don't hide your face from me." 
Like a king I may live in a palace so tall, 
With great riches to call my own; 
But I don't know a thing in this whole wide world 
That's worse than being alone. 
Hold my hand all the way, every hour every day 
From here to the great unknown. 
Take my hand; Let me stand 
Where no one stands alone. 

Thank God that he is our friend. Thank him for 
our friends and loved ones who truly care for us. 
And may his love and kindness encourage us to be a 
friend to mankind. Someone needs your friendship. 
Do not withhold it. 

206 Spring Creek Dr. 
Waxahachie, TX 7 5165 
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Salvation 
®What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:1 6; Heb. 1 1:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 1 7:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord-:- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 1 6:1 6; Acts 22:1 6 

® Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:1 2; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:1 2; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



Anti-Christs 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

No other term in the Bible stirs the imagina
tion and fires such wild speculation as that 
of "antichrist." The speculation is extreme 

among those religious teachers holding the various 
premillennial theories. It is the stuff of scary movies 
and novels that attract multitudes of superstitious 
worldlings. In their ignorance, authors weave a web 
of error. God's word provides the light that will help 
us understand the who and what of "antichrist." 

The term is a combination of "anti' and Christ. 
'~nti" has two basic meanings: (1) "over against," 
hence one who puts himself in the place of Christ; 
(2). "opposition to," i.e., one who stands in opposi
tion to Christ. 

From first to last, the story of the Bible is that of 
Satan's attempts to take the place of God, and his 
opposition to the Creator's rule and will. This was 
first displayed in heaven in the misty past when cer
tain angels, not content with their position, sinned 
and were cast down to hell (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6). Satan 
then appeared in Eden to corrupt the only creatures 
made in God's image (Gen. 3:1-6). 

In Noah's day he nearly succeeding in snaring all 
of humanity in his vile net (Gen. 6:9-12). In Egypt, 
Satan's man enslaved the Hebrews and slaughtered 
their male children. Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, crushed God's people and demanded that 
they worship his image (Dan. 3:1-5). 

The Holy Spirit inspired Daniel to foresee Sa
tanic efforts to hinder and even destroy God's cause. 
From the broken Grecian Empire he saw a "little
horn that rose up to persecute God's people (Dan. 
8:9-14; 23-25). This represented the Syrian tyrant 
Antiochus Epiphanes (176-164). He hated the Jews 
and their religion. Their temple he robbed. He 
placed an image of Jupiter in the Holy of Holies. A 
swine was sacrificed on the sacred altar and the 
temple defiled with its blood. He forbade circumci
sion. Every copy of the Hebrew Scriptures that could 
be found was destroyed. He tore down the walls of 
Jerusalem. Truly he was anti-God. 

Daniel also saw yet another little horn that perse
cuted God's people. It sprang from the Roman Em
pire and most likely represented the vicious emperor 

Domition (Dan. 7 :23-26). From Nero onward most 
of the Roman emperors were antichrist. 

Jesus was confronted by antichrist forces of 
evil. At his birth, wicked Herod the Great sought 
to have him murdered. When his ministry was 
launched, the Jewish hierarchy waged an ongoing 
war against him and his teaching. Ultimately they se
cured his death. The Master warned his disciples of 
imposters who would claim to be Christ, i.e. messiah 
(Matt. 24:5). With deceitful signs they would lead 
many astray, even among the elect (Matt. 24:24). 

Paul warned of a coming "man of sin" (2 Thess. 
2: 1-12) - described as the "son of perdition." He 
would oppose and exalt himself against all that is 
called God or worshiped. He would sit in the temple 
of God and set forth himself as God. His coming 
would surely be a work of Satan. He would use lying 
signs and wonders to deceive people. This malevo
lent spirit of anti-Christian iniquity was already at 
work in Paul's day. 

The Cl.postle John wrote of "antichrists," not just 
one single evil individual. In his day there were al
ready many antichrists. They formerly had been 
among the faithful churches but they have gone out 
from them because them were no longer with them 
in heart and mind (1 John 2: 18-19). They were liars 
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because they denied that Jesus is the Christ (1 John 
2:22). They denied his Sonship to God. They were 
false prophets. In their teaching· they denied Jesus 
had come in the flesh, i.e., his incarnation. They 
were actively at work in John's day and he warned 
the brethren to reject and avoid them. They were de
ceivers (2 John 7). Because they did not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ, they had not God (2 John 9). 
There is an attitude or spirit held by certain false 
teachers then and now which John labels "anti
Christian" (1 John 4:1-3). 

Antichrists are of two varieties. There are those 
yet within the church. Paul warned the Ephesian el
ders, "From among your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples 
after them" (Acts 20:30). He likewise warned Timo
thy that "some shall fall away from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons" (1 
Tim. 4:1-3). Such antichrists seek to corrupt the faith 
and practice of the church. They seek power and 
control over congregations. 

Some create their own chutches that compete 
with Christ's church for the souls of men. These are 
counterfeit churches that do great damage to 
Christianity. We see popes who put themselves in 
the place of Christ, claiming to be the head of the 
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The Bible Translation Controversy 
Expanded Edition 
by Wayne Jackson 

Which translation of the Bible is the "righr transla
tion? Some view with suspicion most anyone who uses 
any Bible translation other than the King James 
Version. Others, with an equal lack of discernment, 
exhibit little Interest in a textually accurate edition of 
God's Holy Book. 

A great number of highly respected, competent Bible 
students have pronounced this small book one of the 
more rational, even-handed discussions to make its 
presence felt in almost a score of years •••.••••..•. $4.95 

Parables in Profile 
by Wayne Jackson 

In that marvelous galaxy of teaching that came from 
the lips of Christ, a solar system of parables has 
instructed and thrilled multiplied thousands for nearly 
20 centuries. The Lord's parables contain some of the 
most preachable and teachable material in the New 
Testament; no good teacher can afford to ignore this 
depository of divine information. Wayne Jackson, a 
close student of the Bible and a lucid writer, has, in this 
volume, given valuable material on the parables of 
Christ. The outlines have been expanded in this 
revised edition to include rich material so that every 
preacher will find himself using this book frequently. 
This volume contains enough material for at least a six-
month study course ............................................ $7.95 
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church (Eph. 1:22). Of similar nature are the 
founders and heads of denominations. Founders 
and leaders of all the cults that pervert the message 
of the Master seek to situate their "church" in the 
place of Christ's sacred body as antichrist. Most 
prominent in this class of antichrists are those theo
logians and "pastors" who have embraced one of the 
many varieties of religious skepticism. Claiming to 
be Christians, they deny Jesus existed from eternity, 
that he is God, that he was virgin born, that he 
worked genuine miracles, that his death secured for
give of humanity's sins, and that he arose and as
cended back to heaven. Occupying positions in semi
naries and churches, these unbelievers are against 
Christ and his holy Cause. 

Then there are those antichrists who in no way are 
associated with Christianity. They are unbelievers of 
every stripe who hate Jesus, his church, his word, and 
his disciples. Their hatred drives them to make war 
against the saints (Rev. 12: 13-17). This warfare can 
be violent, physical persecution such as Rome and 
Jews employed in the early years. Modern examples 
of this violent anti-Christian spirit are seen in Russia 
under Communism, China, Cuba and most Muslim 
nations. 

The opposition of unbelieving anti-Christians can 
be ideological such as presently prevails in academia, 
the media and the entertainment industry. They ig
nore the existence of Christianity, or they marginalize 
Christians. They subject them to ridicule and con
tinual assaults on their faith. This opposition can take 
the form of legal harassment. Anti-Christian organiza
tions such as the American Civil Liberties Union and 
Americans United for the Separation of Church and 
State use every legal trick to hinder, hobble, and un
dermine the influence of Christianity in America. 

Imagining antichrist to be some horrid super
natural enemy who is to come at the end of our age, 
many are ignorant, blind, and unaware of the 
antichrists working in their very midst! 

Paul describes the end of all such anti-Christian 
enemies, "Whom the Lord jesus shall slay with the 
breath of his coming" (2 Thess. 2:8). In the day 
when the Christ returns, "every knee shall bow and 
every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to 
the glory of God " (Phil. 2: 10-11). This will cer
tainly include every person who has set himself in 
the place of Christ or worked against his cause! 

12630 West Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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Why Not Just Teach the Bible 
in Bible Class? 

By George Hulett 

T he church is facing tremendous challenges to 
day. Many of these are not new, but the 
same challenges she has faced in the past. 

People desire to change God's plan of salvation; they 
want to reduce the role that God has ordained for 
men to fill; they encourage replacing the worship 
that God has said is acceptable with a worship that 
pleases them. Others have bound the traditions of 
their fathers on the church of today. Like the follow
ers of Adolph Menno, they have drawn a line on the 
calendar and are fighting to keep the church exactly 
as it was on that date. Still others have bound things 
that are not bound in scripture. As a result, in many 
places the church has become a battleground. 

The problem with all of this strife from an inter
nal perspective is that each group and ideology 
thinks they are scripturally sound with their posi
tion. Many can find as many scriptures to back up 
their position as the others can find to refute them. 
This constant battling and bickering within the 
church is one of the primary reasons we are losing 
our youth. It is also one of the primary reasons that 
visitors are loathe to return and new members don't 
seem to be growing in their faith. 

The problem with all this strife from an external 
perspective is summed up in a statement I overheard 
a few weeks ago. Two people were discussing a local 
congregation (not the one that either of them attend) 
and both were convinced that the congregation in 
question had left the paths of truth. One maintained 
that the individual members were all lost for remain
ing there - even though they were standing for 
truth. The other contended that the members were 
still members of the Lord's church until he removed 
them from the church. An observer to the conversa
tion made the following comment, "Well one thing is 
for sure. The church you belong to is not really the 
church of Christ, because he told us how to recog
nize his followers - 'If ye have love for one an
other.'" She went on to add, "I'd never go to a 
church like that." Sadly, some of us do go to 
churches just like that. 

The answer to the problem is really so simple 
that many overlook it. Like Naaman, we look for 
great fixes to problems. But sometimes the simplest 
things can make all the difference in the world. The 
answer is to study the Bible in Bible class. It sounds 
simple and even trite to say that. After all, we do 
study the Bible in Bible class, don't we? Sadly, many 
Bible classes never study God's word. They pray and 
fellowship. They study about God's word or a topic 
that's very important to them, but many Bible classes 
never really study God's word. There is nothing 
wrong and everything right with having a class on 
childrearing or dealing with depression over the loss 
of a spouse or learning how to approach God in 
prayer. At the same time, when all we do is study 
"hot topics," and we study them from a book other 
than the Bible, we are teaching the Bible is not our 
final authority. 

If Bible classes would concentrate on teaching 
God's word straight from the Bible, those in the 
classes would grow in spiritual maturity. Our chil
dren would be prepared for life in this world, and 
our new converts would be equipped for service in 
the kingdom. When Paul wrote to Timothy, he 
warned him about all of this idle argument - he 
called it endless genealogies. He said avoid those 
things and teach the truth. It is time again for the 
church to focus our attention back to God's own 
word. It begins with our Bible classes -Why can't 
we just teach the Bible? Bono Church of Christ 
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Congregationalism 
Compiled, arranged, edited and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Congregationalist Churches were origi
nally Calvinistic, but had as their distinctive 
feature an emphasis on the right and re

sponsibility of each properly organized congregation 
to determine its own affairs, without having to sub
mit these decisions to the judgment of any higher hu
man authority, and as such it eliminated bishops and 
presbyteries. Each individual church was regarded as 
independent and autonomous. 

In this sense, congregationalism contrasts with 
hierarchical polities, such as episcopacy and presby
terianism. Episcopacy asserts that authority in the 
church is exercised by the order of bishops who pre
side over regions. Presbyterianism is organized into a 
hierarchical structure, which, in ascending order of its 
parts, consists of the local congregation, the 
presbytery (representing a number of congregations), 
the regional synod, and an over-all general assembly. 
Each of these presbyterian bodies exercises a certain 
amount of authority over its constituent bodies. The 
differences among these polities may be illustrated by 
the power to ordain. In episcopacy, it rests with the 
bishops; in presbyterianism, it is by action of the 
presbytery (elders); but in congregationalism, the lo
cal church may ordain its minister. 

Initially Congregationalism identified not only 
with Calvinism but also Puritanism. The essence of 
Puritanism is an intense commitment to a morality, a 
form of worship, and a civil society strictly conform
ing to God's commandments. The word puritanism 
has often been used as a term of abuse in a way that 
does scant justice to historical Puritanism- for in
stance, when a rigid moralism, the condemnation of 
innocent pleasure, or religious narrowness is stigma
tized as puritanical. 

Puritan theology is a version of Calvinism. It as
serts the basic sinfulness of humankind; but it also 
declares that by an eternal decree God has deter
mined that some will be saved through the righteous
ness of Christ despite their sins. No one can be cer
tain in this life what his or her eternal destiny will be. 
Nevertheless, the experience of conversion, in which 
the soul is touched by the Holy Spirit, so that the in
ward bias of the heart is turned from sinfulness to 
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holiness, is at least some indication that one is of the 
elect, and is often referred to by its advocates as "an 
experience of grace." 

The experience of conversion was therefore cen
tral to Puritan spirituality. Much of Puritan preach
ing was concerned with it. This concern was evident 
in questions such as how conversion comes about -
whether in a blinding flash, or following well-de
fined stages of preparation; how one can distinguish 
actual conversion from the counterfeit; and why not 
everyone will be converted. Puritan spiritual life 
stressed self-discipline and introspection, through 
which one sought to determine whether particular 
spiritual strivings were genuine marks of sainthood. 
Although full assurance might never be attained, the 
conviction of having been chosen by God fortified 
the Puritans to contend with what they regarded as 
wantonness in society and faithlessness in the 
church, and to endure the hardships involved in try
ing to create a Christian commonwealth in America. 

Puritanism was not a church or denomination, 
but was an attitude of commitment and had adher
ents in several religious movements- Church of En
gland, Presbyterian Church, Congregationalists, and 
the various offshoots of these bodies. 

In early congregationalism, membership was 
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restricted to those who claimed to be regenerated, or 
spiritually reborn, through a personal experience of 
conversion. The local church was constituted by a 
membership agreement called a covenant, and it had 
the authority to choose its own leaders and discipline 
its own members. 

Congregationalists also recognized the commun
ion of the churches, that is, the obligation of autono
mous churches to work together, and they insisted 
on a clear distinction between church and state. Re
striction of membership to the regenerate was predi
cated on the Calvinist distinction between the elect 
and the non-elect (Predestination); the intent was to 

try to make temporal distinctions accord with the 
eternal o nes that would ultimately be revealed on 
Judgment Day. The covenant was a voluntary state
ment, by which the members agreed to work to

gether in love and affection; originally it included no 
creedal language and was not a test of correct belief. 

The Cambridge Platform was the basic document 
of New England Congregationalism, prepared in 
Cambridge, Mass. (U.S.), in 1648. It provided for all 
the details of church government, including the prin
ciple that was basic to Congregationalism, the au
tonomy of the local congregation. In doctrinal mat
ters, the Cambridge Platform incorporated the 
Westminster Confession, the creeda l statement of 
Presbyterianism that was completed in England in 
1646. 

Congregationalism achieved irs greatest influ 
ence and numerical strength in the United States, 
where it helped ro determine the character of the na
tion as a result of the New England experiment, 
which established communities based on Congrega
tional religious principles. The New England settle
ment was rooted in the Separatism of Plymouth 
colony and in the Puritanism of Massachusetts Bay. 
The first Separatists a rrived on the Mayflower in 
1620 from the exiled church at Leiden, Holland . 
The Puritans, unlike the Separatists, wished to re
form the Church of England rather than to leave it. 
They left the country, howeve r, to build a "godly 
commonwealth" that would be an example of what a 
New England, truly reformed according to the word 
of God, might be. They were closer in spirit to the 
English Presbyterians than to the Separatists, bur 
there was enough affinity between the two groups to 

enable them to live together in comparative harmony 
and to reject more radical leaders. 

In 1648 the two groups united to produce the 
Cambridge Platform, a declaration of faith that 

accepted the theological position of rhe strongly Cal
vinistic Westminster Confession (1647) but main
tained a Congregational polity. (The Engli sh Congre
gationalists produced a similar statement, the Savoy 
Declaration, in 1658.) 

The community was keenly interested in educa
tion from the outset, and one of its earliest acts was 
to start a college to provide a succession of learned 
ministers for its churches. Harvard College was 
founded in 1636, the first of a long line of colleges 
begun under Congregational auspices in America. 

The American community, like the English, en
dured a gradual loss of religious fervor in the late 
17'" century, but new life came with the 18'11-cenrury 
Great Awakening, a widespread revival movement 
that began in 1734 under the influence of Jonathan 
Edwards, a stern Calvinist. The Awakening, how
ever, revealed the differences emerging between two 
wings of Congregationa lism. 

On one side were those who maintained the Cal
vinist tradi tion, restated by Edwards and his fo llow
ers. On the other was a rapid ly growing liberal Uni
tarianism, which paralleled a similar movement in 
England. With the exception of the churches in Con
necticut, where Congregationa lism had taken root 
and remained the established church into the 19'" 
century, many of the o ldest Congregational churches 
became Unitarian by the early 19'h century, including 
12 of the 14 in Boston. 

Desp ite the loss to Unitarianism, Congregation
alism remained vigorous in the 19'h century, and it 
was active in the westward expansion of the nation. 
The Presbyterians and Congregationalists, numerous 
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in the Middle Atlantic states ·and New England, 
respectively, adopted a Plan of Union in 1801 for 
joint missionary activity in the western territories. 
The arrangement lasted for nearly half a century but 
broke down partly because of Congregationalism's 
growing liberalism. The defining theologian of this 
period, Horace Bushnell, challenged the traditional 
substitutionary view of the A~onement (that Christ's 
suffering and death atoned for man's sins) and ques
tioned the necessity of the classical conversion expe
rience in his well-known book Christian Nurture 
(1847). Influential preachers such as Henry Ward 
Beecher and Washington Gladden popularized simi
lar ideas. The so-called Kansas City Creed of 1913 
summed up the liberalism of this period, which rep
resented a radical break with the Calvinist past, and 
a commitment to the social gospel (the attempt to 
use religion to promote political collectivism). 

Modern American Congregationalism has shown 
itself singularly ready to unite with other churches. 
In 1931 the Congregationalists formed an associa
tion with the relatively small ~hristian Church (Dis
ciples of Christ), which was concentrated in the up
per South, and in 1957 it formed a more notable 
union with the Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
an important community of German Lutheran and 
Reformed churches that claimed the eminent theolo
gians Reinhold Niebuhr and Paul Tillich among its 
ministers. The new church body is known as the 
United Church of Christ. 

· Congregationalism originally considered preach
ing important, because the word of God as declared 
in scripture is regarded as constitutive of the church. 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper are considered to be 
the only sacraments instituted by Christ. Infants are 
baptized, normally by sprinkling. The Lord's Supper 
is normally celebrated once o~ twice a month and has 
not always been given a central place in the Congre
gationalist service, often following a preaching ser
vice after a brief interval during which many of the 
congregation leave. In recent times, the unity of ser
mon and communion as parts of the same service has 

·been emphasized. Traditionally, public prayer is ex
tempore, but from the 20'h century, service books 
and set forms have increasingly been used. Since the 
18th century and the work of the great Congregation
alist hymn writer Isaac Watts, hymns have featured 
prominently in Congregational worship. Congrega
tionalists do not make the sign of the cross or invoke 
the assistance of saints; Jesus Christ, they believe, is 
their only mediator. 
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Congregationalism participated in the organiza
tion of the Federal Council of Churches in 1908 
(judged to be a communist-front organization by the 
House Un-American Activities Committee). 

In 1931 the denomination merged with a similar 
body, also congregational in polity, known simply as 
Christians. In 1961 a merger with the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church (Lutheran) was completed, the re
sulting denomination being called the United Church 
of Christ. The United Church of Christ represents a 
compromise, since the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church was Presbyterian rather than congregational. 
At the time of merger, the Congregational part of the 
United Church of Christ claimed 1,427,863 members. 
Congregationalism accepted the social gospel and 
consequently signed its own death warrant. 

The Social Gospel is a liberal movement in 
American Protestantism, prominent in the late 19'h 
century, which sought to apply Christian principles 
to a variety of social problems engendered by indus
trialization. Its founders and leaders included Wash
ington Gladden, Walter Rauschenbusch, and Harry 
Ward who tried to counteract the effects of expand
ing capitalism by teaching religion and human dig
nity to the working class. Proponents of the Social 
Gospel also opposed the tacit support given by orga
nized religions to capitalism, and are basically an
tagonistic to capitalism (free-market economic sys
tem advocating private ownership of property and 
the means of production). It is the darling not only 
of Congregationalism, but also of Methodism, the 
Episcopalian Movement, and the liberal element in 
the Presbyterian Church. 

The Social Gospel's views were formally ex
pressed in 1908 when the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America (a forerunner of the 
National Council of Churches) adopted a "social 
creed of the churches." This creed called for the abo
lition of child labor, improved working conditions 
for women, a day off each week, and the right of all 
workers to a living wage. Many of the aims of the 
Social Gospel movement were espoused by orga
nized labor in the early years of the century. The So
cial Gospel is fundamentally a collectivist (socialist, 
or communist) movement with strong religious moti
vation. It has been called '~ Unholy Alliance." 

(Sources: Encarta Reference Library; Encyclope
dias Britannica; Internet - various web sites; The 
Rauschenbusch Reader; Social Evangelism, by Harry 
R Ward. 



Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 
Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * • * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 
Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct- merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal: the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism. Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces In the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God {predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification {salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
81 Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Samson A Good Bad Man 
By E. Cla ude Gardner 

Samson was the stronges t man o n record. H e 
was also sensual. H e is listed in " the fa ith 
chapter" of H ebrews. In the long li st of fa ith 

characters Samson is honored (Heb. 11 :32). T his re
deems him from his sordid and colorful past. For 
years he had a reco rd of being a "bad man" but at the 
close of his life he is on the " honor ro ll of faith." 

Samson the Judge 

Of the 15 judges in Israel, he did his work single
handedly without an army as he sought deliverance 
from the ancient enemy, the Philistines. The mother 
of Samson took the N azarite vow for him at hi s 
birth . H e was separated fo r God for his entire life. 
The Nazarite Vow had three conditions: never cut 
the hair, neve r touch a dead body (even of family), 
and never drink wine or eat raisins (N um. 6: 1-10). 
Samson, during his life, vio la ted all three stipula
nons. 

Samson's Escapades 

Oddly he married a Philistine woman after he asked 
his fa ther to arrange his marriage because she 
"pleases me well. " It was "of the Lord Uudges 14:4). 

Samson became so involved in killing a lion and 
killing 30 Philistines, he neglected his wife. She was 
taken away fro m Samson and given as a wife to her 
"best man" Uudges 14:20). 

Samson sought to be reconciled to his wife but to 
no ava il. This provoked him to catch 300 foxes, 
which he used to torch the grain fields. H e slew 
1,000 Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. 

T his mighty man went further in degradation by 
going to a prostitute. H e was a man of "brawn and 
not brains." H e was a fool of women all of his life. 
His downfall came with the conniving Delilah who 
used fleshly lust to entice him to break his vow. She 
greedil y sought 1,100 pieces of silver from each of 
the five Philistine lords to learn the source of 
Samson's strength . 

H e lied to her twice before he to ld her that as a 
Nazarite no razor had come on his head. After "she 
lulled him to sleep on her knees." she call ed far a 
man to shave the locks of his head. Then the Philis-
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tines fo und him and put out his eyes, and sent him to 
be a grinder in the p rison to humiliate him further. 

On a feast day celebrating the Philistine god, 
Dago n, they call ed fo r Samson to perform for them. 
Samson's hair had now grown again a nd his vow re
newed so he had a return of his strength. H e asked a 
lad to lead him to the pillars of the temple. H e pulled 
down the temple sacrificing his life and killing 1,000 
Philistines. The d ivine historian desc ribes hi s last 
days in which he prayed to God for strength. 

Now the temple was ful l of men and women. All 
the lords of the Philistines were there- about three 
thousand me n and women o n the roof wa tching 
while Samson perfo rmed . Then Samson called to the 
LORD), saying. "0 Lord GOD, remember me, l 
pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just this o nce, 0 God, 
that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Phi
listines fo r my two eyes!" 

"And Samson took ho ld of the two middle pillars 
upon wh ich the house rested, and leaned upon them, 
the one with his right hand, and the o ther with his 
left. And Samson said, Let me die wi th the Phi lis
tines. And he bowed himself w ith all his might; and 
the house fe ll upon t he lords, and upo n all the 
peop le that were therein. So the dead t hat he slew at 
his death were more than they t hat he slew in his 
life"Uudges 16:27-30). 
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A Comeback Is Possible 
The fallen can rise again. Redemption is possible 
through Christ. He wants to bring us to God. "For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the un
just, that He might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit" (1 Pet. 3: 18). 

The carnal person (like Samson 'was) can be re
deemed. Harlots can become women of faith. 
Women and girls fooled into the popular practice of 
abortion can and should repent. Homosexuals can 

change, which is evident by those in Corinth (1 Cor. 
6:9) who overcame this perversion. Paul said these 
and others were washed, sanctified and justified. 
"And such were some of you, but you were sancti
fied, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor 6: 11). 

The life of Samson offers hope to people who 
have succumbed to heinous sin. The blood of Jesus 
can wash all sins away. 372 Mills St. 
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What Is Life? 
By Paul D. Wells 

What comes to mind when we hear the 
word life? Many will relate the ques
tion to some plan not far in their future. 

The answer may depend on where the person is 
on the road of life. For instance, if one is a teen, he 
may tell of his hope of graduating high school and 
perhaps of what college he plans to attend. If you ask 
a young engaged couple, they may speak of their 
wedding in the near future. Or if by chance you ask 
someone who has a little snow on the roof, they 
might mention how they expect to use their retire
ment years. 

However, it may be, when the question is raised 
about life, most will think of working and of the 
making money. There is nothing wrong with making 
plans, or striving for a better life on earth, as long as 
those plans and thoughts of life are not put before 
one's relationship with God. 

It is easy to find oneself lost in the day to day 
grind. We are surrounded by worldly things that 
cloud our minds and consume our hearts. 

We must remember 1 Peter 5:8, "Our adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about seeking 
whom he may devour." For it is by the illusions of 
grandeur and in the pursuance of bright and shiny 
things that the devil often entices us. The Bible en
courages us not to place these things in such high re
gard, for they can separate us from God. 

"Love not the world neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And 
the world passeth away, and the lust there of: but he 
that doeth the will of God abideth forever" (1 John 
2:15-17). 

A sudden and unexpected death may bring us 
back to reality. James said, "For what is your life? It 
is even a vapor that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away" Oames 4:14). 

In the face of death, the gears in our mind begin 
to turn as we ask anew, What is life? 

Old, wise Solomon once pondered this question 
when he said, '~11 is vanity" (Eccl. 1 :2). And after 
searching his mind and heart his conclusion was, 
"Fear God and keep his commandments: For this is 
the whole duty of man." 

We must not allow earthly things to conflict with 
our service to God and fellow man. Christ once 
spoke to his disciples on matters such as this and 
said, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righ
teousness." 

We need to get our priorities straight and undi
luted. 
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One Hundred Years Later 
By Raymond Elliott 

It is common knowledge among us that in 1906 a 
distinction was made and recognized that the 
Church of Christ (a cappella) and the Christian 

Church (instrumental) were two distinct religious 
entities. 

Congregations of the church of Christ suffered 
tremendously because many lost their buildings and 
had to find new locations where they could worship 
according to the dictates of their consciences based on 
the teachings of the New Testament of Jesus Christ. 

The division among members of the church of 
Christ had arisen years before 1906. The innovations 
of the Missionary Society and the use of instrumental 
music in the worship, along with other false doc
trines and practices, were the basic reasons for the 
division in the body of Christ. 

It has been generally believed among us that the 
use of the instrument In our worship has been con
sidered an addition to our singing (worship) and 
therefore unscriptural. However over the years atti
tudes have changed regarding the method of our in
terpretation of the Bible and that has caused many 
brethren to reconsider their rejection of instrumental 
music in our worship to God. This has not happened 
in a short span of time; rather, this_ change of attitude 
has occurred over at least 40 or more years. 

Influential teachers, authors, university presi
dents, professors, and preachers have influenced 
scores of Christians to accept the instrument or to 
consider the use of instrumental music in our assem
blies as being a "non-salvation" issue. 

Furthermore several congregations of churches 
of Christ and the independent Christian Church 
have been cooperating together in foreign mission 
work in recent years. There has been a call for recon
ciliation among the two branches ·of the Restoration 
Movement that began in the 18 OOs in America. 
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One brother/preacher/educator writes: 

During this special year - 100 years since the 
official split between Churches of Christ and 
Christian Churches - some of our best histo
rians (on both sides of the keyboard) are help
ing us understand the reasons why it (the divi
sion) happened. 

August 2006 
Firm Foundation 

He further states: 
There's not much need, for example, for us to 
continue talking about instrumental music. 
Most of the a cappella churches are going to 
remain a cap pella - though most of us don't 
think instrumental music is wrong. And most 
of the instrumental churches aren't going to 
become a cappella - though I doubt if you 
think it's improper. 

In this brother's thinking, we can have unity and 
diversity of doctrines and practices. 

June 27-30 of this year, members of the Chris
tian Church met in Louisville, Ky., for their annual 
North American Christian Convention. Another one 
of our preachers mentioned in his writing that he 
and his family were going to attend this convention 
at which time he declares that the meeting will "'end 
100 years of division,, that has existed between the 
church of Christ and the Christian Church. He won
ders within himself, "'How could I have thought that 
instrumental music was a salvation issue? I feel like I 
brainwashed myself. One hundred years of division 
over a piano or a guitar. It just seems so strange to 
me now." He also writes that he is "happy that most 
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of our denomination is together again," but he "re
grets that we split in the first place. It should have 
never happened." Furthermore he states, "This con
vention is the right thing to do and I want to be there 
to celebrate at this reunion." "However I dream that 
we will move beyond our denomination and ac
knowledge everyone who follows Jesus Christ. I pray 
for the unity of all Christians." 

In the latest issue of The Christian Chronicle (on
line) Bobby Ross Jr., presented an overview of the 
NACC that was held in Louisville during the dates of 
June 27-30. He writes: "In an emotional display of 
love and acceptance, several prominent leaders of a 
cappella Churches of Christ and instrumental Chris
tian Churches exchanged personal Bibles at the 
North American Christian Convention on Thursday 
night." '~ong a cap pella church members who par
ticipated in the Bible exchange were ministers 
Marvin Phillips and Jerry Taylor as well as Abilene 
Christian University President Royce Money and 
Rochester College President Mike Westerfield." 

"Also exchanging Bibles were the praise teams 
from the Richland Hills Church of Christ and the 
Southside Christian Church." "Keynote speaker Jeff 
Walling, pulpit minister of the Providence Road 
Church of Christ in Charlotte, N.C., challenged the 
roughly 7,000 people who· packed the Kentucky In
ternational Convention Center to go home and do 
the same." It was estimated that of this number, 
1,000 members of the a cappella congregations 
"stood and accepted the challenge." 

"Thursday night's session mixed instrumental 
and a cappella hymns as praise teams from the 
Richland Hills Church of Christ in North Richland 
Hills, Texas, and the Southside Christian Church in 
Orlando, Fl., performed together." "Keith Lancaster 
from the group Acappella led a non-instrumental 
rendition of "Awesome God," followed by both 
praise te~ms singing a modern-day "Rock of Ages," 
accompanied by a piano, drums, electric guitars, a 
trombone, a trumpet and tambourines." 

"In a message titled "Together in God's Grace," 
Walling said that he, too, once believed that a 
cappella singing was the only way to worship. But he 
said God helped him grow to understand that grace, 
not perfect doctrine, saves Christians. Members of 
both fellowships have suffered, he said, from "we've 
got it right" disease and legalism deep in our veins." 

Thus you can see that a certain segment of our 
brotherhood is now committed to accepting the 
Christian Church into their fellowship and that the 

... 

use of instrumental music in worship is no longer 
considered a barrier between the two groups. You 
will also observe in the writings mentioned previ
ously that many brethren consider the church as be
ing a denomination and that we should nacknowl
edge everyone who follows Jesus Christ.,, That diver
sity in doctrine and practice should not keep us all 
from being united as one body of believers. The fact 
is, there are other differences between the church 
and the Christian Church but undoubtedly they are 
being overlooked. And it must be admitted that some 
of our congregations are so liberal that they are more 
like the Christian Church in many ways. It is worthy 
to note that in the infinite wisdom of God, the con
gregations of Christ are autonomous and that no one 
group of Christians can speak for the whole body of 
Christ. 

In the midst of all the trouble that the church is 
now facing, it is very encouraging to know that some 
brethren are re-affirming their convictions based 
upon the teachings of the New Testament. For ex
ample, David B. Burks, President of Harding Univer
sity, has written an article that has been printed in 
some of our brotherhood publications, entitled "Re
examining Our Core Beliefs." This article was re
printed in the May, 2006 issue of the Firm Founda
tion. Brother Burks is to be commended for his con
victions. It is also encouraging to know that the presi
dent of this Christian university has taken a stand in 
these troublesome times. Let us not forget to nLove 
the brotherhood, (1 Pet. 2: 17). We should also keep in 
mind the exhortation given by the apostle Paul: 
"Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of sea
son. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with alllongsuffering 
and teaching. For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will 
heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to 
fables" (2 Tim. 4:2-4). May we always be nspeaking 
the truth in love, (Eph. 4: 15). 
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Potpourri ... 
People are capable of astounding fears of good 

ness, but people are also capable of incredible 
acts of evil. Out of the same fountain comes 

bitter and sweet water. It is our purpose in this space 
to no te deeds and m isdeeds to hel p us see more 
clearly pitfalls and models. So, without further ado, 
let's take a look around and be warned and edified. 

Jade P. Lewis 
VBrother Jack Lewis of Memphis is an authentic 

Bible scholar and a fa ithfu l gospel preacher. We are 
happy to note that he recently received recognition 
for his years of work in studying and teachi ng the liv
ing oracles of God. H ere is a notice of some of his 
considerable accomplishments: 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
Cincinnati, Announced Honorary Degrees 

at 2006 Graduation 

"Dr. Jack Pearl Lewis received a Graduate Medallion 
at this year's graduation ceremony of H ebrew Union 
College -Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR), 
Cincinnati, on Sunday, May 2 1, 2006. Rabbi David 
Ellenson, President of HUC-JIR, conferred the 
honor, which is awarded to d istinguished alumn i to 
recognize the 25'h anniversary of receiving their 
Ph.D. degrees. John I. Kampe n, Academic Dean of 
the Methodist Theological School, delivered the 
graduation address. 

"Dr. Lewis is Professor Emeri tus at Harding Uni
versity Graduate School of Religion in Memphis, Ten
nessee, where he taught Bible fu ll time for thirty-five 
years and continues to teach one class per semester. 
He received Ph.D. degrees from Harvard University 
and H ebrew Union College. H e is a pro lific author 
w ho has published a dozen books and more tha n 300 
articles. Lewis is a member of many professional orga
nizations, for example the American Academy of Re
ligion, and has served on numerous boards, including 
the editorial board of Restoration Quarterly. He has 
done local work in churches from T hrockmorton and 
Huntsville in Texas, Providence in Rhode Island, to 
Covington, Kentucky, and has a lso traveled exten
sively, having visited Israel more than thirty times and 
toured around the world in 1974." 

Congratulations, brother Lewis. God be with you. 
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Well, I'll Be a She 
~?lA be loved family doctor has dropped a bomb

shell on his patients by revealing he is transsexual 
and wil l begin seeing patients as a woman. 

"After a lmost 18 years of practicing medicine in 
Davis Square, I am looking fo rward to many more 
years as your fami ly physician. There will be only 
one major change that will occur in Ju ly - I will 
begin practicing medicine as a woman," Dr. Roy 
Berkowitz-Shelton wrote in a letter ro patients. 

Berkowitz-Shelton, t he married father of two, 
said in the letter that he will retu rn from a hiatus " to 
live my life as I believe it was meant to be li ved" and 
will change his name to Deborah Bershel. 

Female Bishop 
C?lCOLUMBUS, Ohio - The Episcopal Church 

on Sunday, Ju ne 18, 2006, elected Nevada Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori as the first female chief pas
tor of the denomination and the first female leader 
in the history of the world Anglican Communion. 

T he choice of Schori as presiding bishop compli
cates the already difficult relations between the 
American denomination and its fellow Anglicans. 

Only two other Anglican provinces - New 
Zealand and Canada - have female bishops, al
though a handful of other provinces allow women to 
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serve in the post. Still, there are many Anglican lead
ers who believe women should not be priests. 

Schori was elected during the Episcopal General 
Convention, where delegates have been debating 
whether to appease Anglican leaders by agreeing to 
stop ordaining gay bishops for now. In 2003, the 
Americans angered the Anglican world by electing 
the first openly gay bishop - V. Gene Robinson of 
New Hampshire. 

Episcopal bishops elected Schori on the fifth bal
lot in a 95-93 vote then presented her to delegates 
for confirmation. That consent is nearly always 
given, however some delegates may voice objections. 

The presiding bishop represents the Episcopal 
Church in meetings with other Anglican leaders and 
with leaders of other religious groups. But the pre
siding bishop's power is limited because of the 
democratic nature of the church. The General Con
vention is the top Episcopal policy-making body and 
dioceses elect their own bishops. 

Schori will inherit a fractured church. The Pitts
burgh-based Anglican Communion Network, which 
represents 10 U.S. conservative dioceses and more 
than 900 parishes within the Episcopal Church, is 
deciding whether to break from the denomination. 
The House of Bishops recently started a defense 
fund that will help fight legal battles against parishes 
that want to leave and take their property with them 
(Associated Press, June 2006). 

11An Impossible Moment" 

OCOLUMBUS, OH- The breadth of the chasm 
over homosexuality in the U.S. Episcopal Church 
was on full display here Wednesday evening, at a Gen
eral Convention legislative committee hearing that 
filled a 1,500-seat hotel ballroom and overflowed into 
the hall outside. 

During a two-and-a-half hour meeting that heard 
comments from nearly 70 bishops, deputies and oth
ers - including the Archbishop of York, a guest at 
the convention - it became painfully clear how dif
ficult it will be for the convention to find agreement 
on legislation that could determine whether ECUSA 
remains part of the "official" Anglican fold. 

"I think we've reached an impossible moment in 
holding it together," said Pittsburgh Bishop Robert 
Duncan, Moderator of the conservative Anglican 
Communion Network. Duncan cited Dr. N.T. 
Wright, the Church of England's Bishop of Durham, 
who called on ECUSA in an essay published Wednes
day to repent or face the alienation of the Anglican 

Communion. Wright was a member of the panel that 
produced the 2004 Windsor Report, which recom
mended steps for ECUSA to take help repair damage 
to Anglican relationships caused by its 2003 ap
proval of actively gay bishop V. Gene Robinson and 
same-sex blessings. 

Robinson himself told the hearing, "It seems to 
me that this debate is about one thing: do we recog
nize the mark of Christ and the Creator in the faces 
of the people of this communion? ... Do we see 
Christ and are we courageous enough to acknowl
edge Christ in the lives and relationships of our gay 
and lesbian neighbors? ... 

"Our homosexual agenda is Jesus Christ. By the 
living Christ who has acted in my life I am convinced 
that I am not an abomination in the eyes of God .... 
Let us say our prayers and stand up for right." 

The Assisting Episcopal Bishop of South Caro
lina said, "I never dreamed that I would find myself 
[contending with this issue] again." In 2003, Skilton 
warned that "The church is damaged, hurt in this 
country and beyond .... What I plead for is that this 
church ... can come together and find a way. At this 
rate," he concluded, "we can't do it." 
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New Strategy: Assault 7 year old 
@Liberals in Lexington Massachusetts have 

taken to beating up the seven year old children of 
their political opponents. 

This disgusting tactic should be ousted on the 
front pages of every newspaper across the nation, yet 
you've heard nary a word about it. 

Here are the specs: 
A number of months ago, Superintendent Paul 

Ash decided to have his second grade teachers begin 
reading a "fairy-tale" about two princes getting it on 
homosexual style to be read in the classrooms under 
his direction. The book was called King and King. 

In reaction parents from the Estabrook School 
decided to plead with Ash as to whether this book 
should be allowed. T he all powerful Ash laughed and 
went on his way. 

Somewhat disheartened by this response the par
ents then made the completely over-the-top request 
of being notified when such material would be pre
sented in the classroom- especially if it knowingly 
violated their conscience and their religious convic
tions. 

Growing somewhat angry the all-powerful Ash 
retorted, "Estabrook has no legal obligation to notify 
parents about the book. We couldn't run a public 
school system if every parent who feels some topic is 
objectionable to them for moral or religious reasons 
decides their child should be removed. Lexington is 
committed to teaching children about the world they 
live in, and in Massachusetts same-sex marriage is le
gal." 

This profane sort of arrogance did not sit well 
with one of the parents by name of David Parker. He 
went to the school to discuss it directly with Ash. 
When Parker refused to leave without being heard by 
the all-powerful Ash, he was arrested. Remember 
Parker's only request was to be notified when homo
sexuality or transgenderism was to be discussed. 

Word spread amongst the liberal activist groups 
around the area. Nasty letters began to be written to 
local newspapers in an effort to get Parker to back 
down. When that didn't work, a nasty web-site was 
created to spread the anti-Parker venom via the in
ternet and rally the call to other activist groups na
tionwide. On the day of Parker's hearing the Ash/ 
Nasty coalition turned out dozens of adults to dem
onstrate hate-filled nastiness against Parker as he en
tered and exited the courthouse. All in an attempt to 
get him to shut up. The nasties even convinced the 
school district to post anti-Parker newspaper stories 
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on the bulletin boards throughout the schools as an
other means of intimidation. 

None of it worked! 
Instead on April 27 Parker and another family 

from the school district filed a federal civil rights suit 
against the school district. This made Ash and the 
other nasties even angrier and some of them decided 
to get even. 

At the courthouse hearings and many of the pro
tests outside Parker's home the nasties had used chil
dren to hold up hateful signs and demonstrate along
side their nasty parents. They also recruited young 
children to participate in angry anti-Parker demon
strations outside the school and to engage in letter 
writing campaigns. 

But on May 17 they crossed the line. 
That was the day that 10 of these thug-kins 

grabbed David Parker 's 7 -year-old son, dragged him 
behind the corner of the school, well out of sight 
from the school officials, and proceeded to punch 
him in the groin, stomach, and chest, before he 
dropped to the ground when they then kicked and 
stomped on him. Several of the alleged thug-kins 
were children of the adults who had been protesting 
Parker; several of them - not even in the same class 
as Parker's child. It also needs to be pointed out that 
May 17 was a targeted date because that is the anni
versary of changing the marriage definitions in the 
state of Massachusetts to include homosexual 
unions. Emotions among many activists were run
ning very high on this day. 

The school district "investigated" and did deter-
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mine that the attack was premeditated. Shockingly 
they decided no punishment necessary for the 10 
thug-kins who were serving as political hit men for 
the activists in Lexington. 

All of this happening because one father wished 
to reserve the right to teach his own family's faith
based views on sexuality. 

It's also very sad that Ash's compadres have sunk 
to the level of assaulting the seven-year-old child of 
David Parker in their attempts to shut him up. 

But then again liberals don't believe in absolutes, 
morality, or the law - so why should we be sur
prised? 

(http://www. townhall.com/ opinion/ columns/ 
KevinMcCullough/2006/06/18/20165 5 .html) 

40,000 Women 
@There are reports that 40,000 young women 

will be brought to Germany from Central and East
ern Europe to "sexually service" men attending the 
World Cup soccer championship in July 2006. 

An estimated 3 million soccer fans - mostly men 
-are expected to descend on 12 German cities for 
the quadrennial sports event June 9 to July 9. Prosti
tution is legal in Germany. 

What "makes this crime particularly appalling is 
the open support it is receiving from the German 
government. The same government that likes to lec
ture America on morality!" 

According to the Christian Science Monitor, 
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Brunhilde Raiser, director of the National Council of 
German Womens' Organizations, said: "Forced pros
titution has yet to become a public issue of concern 
as a severe violation of human and women's rights. 
Our goal is to bring it as far up the political agenda 
as possible." 

Because the German red light districts are too 
small to accommodate the soccer fans, the country's 
sex industry has built a massive prostitution com
plex, including a "mega-brothel" in Berlin, next to 
the main World Cup venue, that can accommodate 
650 male clients. 

Wooden "sex huts" or "performance boxes" have 
been built in fenced-in areas the size of a football 
field, with condoms, showers and parking and a spe
cial focus on protecting the customers' anonymity 
(WorldNetDaily.com, posted May 26, 2006). 

Here's Earl 

!9> Our long time friend, Earl Davis, continues to 
send clippings from the Chicago Tribune, for which 
we thank him. It has been a while since we have had 
space to give a summary of Earl's news, but we aim 
to correct that now. 

• A Sikh leader Baba Daljit Singh was discovered 
at 4 a.m. in a motel room with a 43-year-old women 
whom, Singh said, he was counseling. Sandhu 
Rikhiraj, a spokesman for the Sikhs, said, "Counseling 
a woman can be done at the [worship] center, but not 
in a motel early in the morning (Feb. 17, 2006). 

• Teaching schoolchildren a doctrine that is not 
science and pretending that it is science is intellectu
ally corrupting, said Murry Peshkin in commenting 
on diluting Darwin (Feb. 12, 2006). 

• Henry M. Morris, whose writings helped ig
nite a fierce national dispute about creationism and 
evolution, died Feb. 25, 2006 at the age of 87. His 
1961 book, The Genesis Flood, written with John 
Whitcomb, was the first significant attempt in the 
20'h century to offer a systematic scientific explana
tion for creationism and remains in print. 

• British Prime Minister Tony Blair said God will 
judge his decision to commit British troops to fight 
alongside U.S. forces in Iraq. Blair has made no se
cret of his Christian faith (Mar. 5, 2006). 

• A coalition of 55 Catholic House Democrats 
this week acknowledge the "moral leadership" of the 
Catholic Church but said they will remain "in dis
agreement with the church" on some issues, includ
ing abortion rights (Mar. 3, 2006). 

• In a daydream, Trynae Lawson, 13, says God 
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told her to stand up at the pulpit and preach- never 
mind that Trynae is a girl - never mind that the 
Bible says women are to be silent during the preach
ing portion of a worship service (1 Cor. 14:34). The 
only thing that really counts is Trynae's daydream. 
Trynae Lawson is a member of the Baptist Church 
(Mar. 5, 2006). 

• The Boston archdiocese's Catholic Charities 
said it would stop providing adoption services be
cause of a state law allowing homosexuals to adopt 
children (Mar. 11, 2006). 

• HARTFORD, Conn - Companies would be 
barred from holding mandatory employee meetings 
where religious or political ideas are discussed, un
der legislation being considered by Connecticut law
makers (Mar. 24, 2006). 

• With the sweetly titled HBO series "Big Love," 
polygamy comes out of the closet. Under the head
line, "Polygamists, Unite!" Newsweek informs us of 
"polygamy activists emerging in the wake of the ho
mosexual-marriage movement." Says one evangelical 
Christian big lover: "Polygamy rights is the next 
civil-rights battle" (Charles Krauthammer, Blowing 
Up This Thing Called Marriage, Mar. 20, 2006). 

• "Megachurch" refers to a new species of 
church. Such churches often do not have collection 
plates. Revenues are very healthy, though, thanks 
to the range of other services megachurches offer. 
The campus of a full-blown megachurch might in
clude a bank, pharmacy, its own Wi-Fi network, ten
nis courts, rock-climbing walls, martial-arts classes, 
restaurants, and gourmet coffee bars. The mega
church may offer AA meetings, job training, a singles 
group (mate-matching), or classes on auto repair. 
Some megachurches even house McDonald's fran
chises (The Week, May 5, 2006). [Editor's comment: 
sounds a lot like money-changers, and sellers of sacri
ficial animals.] 

• The Czech Republic is cluttered with church 
buildings, but the churches are mostly empty. Czechs 
are among Europe's most fervently secular people. 
According to a European Union survey published last 
year, only 19 percent of Czechs said they believed in 
God; most of the rest proclaim themselves to be 
atheists (Apr. 30, 2006). 

• According to nearly a quarter-century of 
Gallup polls, about half of all Americans consistently 
agree with the biblical account that "God created hu
man beings pretty much in their present form at one 
time within the last 10,000 years." Polling also indi
cates that a majority of Americans say creationism 
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should be taught alongside evolution in public 
schools (Apr. 25, 2006). 

• Jacob Reitan heads a group called "Soulforce 
Equality Riders" that has just completed a bus ride 
across the country visiting "Christian" universities in 
an attempt to make homosexuality more acceptable 
to believers in Jesus. Reitan said, "People shouldn't 
be feeling they're sick and sinful if they are homo
sexual. It is so sad and it's truly a misuse of religion" 
(Apr. 21, 2006). An apostle of Jesus said, "and like
wise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, 
men with men working unseemliness, and receiving 
in themselves that recompense of their error which 
was due. And even as they refused to have God in 
(their) knowledge, God gave them up unto a repro
bate mind, to do those things which are not fitting." 

• The highest court in Massachusetts ruled that 
city and town clerks may not issue marriage licenses 
to same-sex couples from out of state (Mar. 31, 
2006). It is still legal in Massachusetts for opposite
sex couples from out of state to obtain a marriage li
cense in Massachusetts. 
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• Praying for a sick cardiac patient may feel right 
to people of faith, but it doesn't appear to improve 
the patient's health, according to a new study that is 
the largest ever done on the healing powers of prayer 
(Mar. 31, 2006). Astute Bible students know that su
pernatural acts of healing (miracles) were confined 
to the first century and were for certifying the gos
pel. 

• Some American Episcopal Bishops have dis
avowed their church, saying it abandoned them when 
it condoned the sin of homosexuality. U.S. Presiding 
Bishop Frank Griswold says focusing on a candidate's 
sexual orientation is the sin (May 6, 2006). 

We are very much obliged to Earl Davis for send
ing to us articles from the Chicago Tribune, from 
which we glean these snippets. Earl, you're a good 
man and we appreciate your helping keep us up with 
the "signs of the times." 

lust fiae 
fJLuigi Cascioli, an atheist, sued an Italian 

Catholic priest, Enrico Righi, for teaching Jesus 
Christ existed. A maximum fine of $1,900.00 was 
imposed on the atheist who says he will not pay. 

The atheist alleged the priest violated local laws 
against deception when he stated "that the historic 
figure of Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary (two 
totally imaginary characters and therefore histori
cally non-existing [claims Cascioli]); of having the 
same Jesus born in the village of Bethlehem and of 
growing up in Nazareth." 

Good Ouesfioa 
fJ Ramesh Ponnuru, in his book, The Party of 

Death, asks the question, "How is it that presumably 
rational people blink not an eye and shed not a tear 
over the massive brutality of abortion?" 

As a lttaa fbiniefb 
fJ Research is showing the power of expectations 

... "Your expectations can have a profound impact 
on your brain and your health," said Columbia Uni
versity neuroscientist Tor Wager. The psychological 
effect of a placebo can trigger a physical reaction that 
is beneficial to the patient. In one case study, when 
participants were told they were getting a painkiller 
(actually a placebo), their brains immediately re
leased more endorphins - chemicals that act as 
natural painkillers by blocking transmission of pain 
signals between nerve cells (Wall Street Journal, Nov. 
29, 2005). 

Put on a happy face and expect the best. 

Heredity 
OThe advance of genetics continues apace, but 

will it be accompanied by advances in ethics? There 
is cause for skepticism. Fertility doctors at Baylor 
College of Medicine have announced a new clinical 
study in which parents will be allowed to choose the 
sex of their children. Participation will be limited to 
couples who already have one child and seek to "bal
ance" their families with a child of the opposite sex. 
It is easy enough to see how the wide-scale applica
tion of this technique, unfettered by eligibility crite
ria, could be harmful. Consider China, where the se
lective abortion of unborn daughters has led to a so
cially destabilizing imbalance in the ratio of men to 
women. Consequentialist analysis does not, how
ever, get to the heart of the problem with techniques 
such as that to be offered at Baylor: What we should 
really be worried about is the assumption that certain 
kinds of people are more deserving of existence than 
others. 

Mystery 
OThere are, of course, worse things than being 

excluded: Participating in a panel at Howard Univer
sity Law School, Mr. Kamau Kambon offered a solu
tion to the problems facing black people: "We have 
to exterminate white people off the face of the 
planet." Some in the audience applauded. None au
dibly protested. When this story came out, Mr. 
Kambon was listed as "affiliated faculty" on the 
website of the Mricana Studies department at North 
Carolina State University. His name has since van
ished from that list. Why race hatred persists is an 
interesting question in human psychology. What 
might more profitably be asked is, What on earth 
was a man like this doing on the faculty of a public 
university, and addressing a conference at a presti
gious law school? And: Why did anyone applaud? F, 
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Psalms 
Made Practical 
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Psalms Made Practical 

By Owen Olbrlcht 

A workbook for study of this great 
book. The Psalms contain many 
answers to problems faced by a 
troubled world. Designed to be used 
as a discussion guide to the practical 
aspects of the Psalms. paperback 
112pgs. 

$3.50 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367·6216 

August 2006 3 3 
Firm Foundation 



(This piece was passed to me via email, and I found it thought provoking. The article came to me with the 
comment: uPass it on if you think it has merit. If not then just discard it .•. no one will know you did. But, if 
you discard this thought process, don't sit back and complain about what bad shape the world is in.") 

Ben Stein 
By Anonymous 

I f they know of him at all, many folks think Ben 
Stein is just a quirky actor/comedian who talks 
in a monotone. He's also a very intelligent attor

ney who knows how to put ideas and words together 
in such a way as to sway juries and make people 
think clearly. 

The following was written by Ben Stein andre
cited by him on CBS Sunday Morning Commentary, 
Sunday, 12/18/05. 

Herewith at this happy time of year, a few con
fessions from my beating heart: I have no clue who 
Nick and Jessica are. I see them on the cover of 
People and Us constantly when I am buying my dog 
biscuits and kitty litter. I often ask the checkers at the 
grocery stores. They never know who Nick and Jes
sica are either. Who are th~y? Will it change my life 
if I know who they are and why they have broken 
up? Why are they so important? 

I don't know who Lindsay Lohan is either, and I 
do not care at all about Tom Cruise's wife. 

Am I going to be called befor~ a Senate commit
tee and asked if I am a subversive? Maybe, but I just 
have no clue who Nick and Jessica are. 

If this is what it means to be no longer young, it's 
not so bad. 

34 

Next confession: 
I am a Jew, and every single one of my ancestors 

The Heart of Romans 
A workbook with an outline and explanatory notes 

by Howard Winters 

Excellent for class study. The questions on each chapter 
of Romans are designed to send the student to the book 
of Romans. This workbook cannot be used without a 
study of Romans, so in the final analysis, this book is a 
study of Romans, not a study of the workbook. BCKU02, 
paperback, 36 pgs. 

$1.99 • $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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was Jewish. And it does not bother me even a little 
bit when people call those beautiful lit up, bejeweled 
trees Christmas trees. I don't feel threatened. I don't 
feel discriminated against. That's what they are: 
Christmas trees. 

It doesn't bother me a bit when people say, 
"Merry Christmas" to me. I don't think they are 
slighting me or getting ready to put me in a ghetto. In 
fact, I kind of like it. It shows that we are all brothers 
and sisters celebrating this happy time of year. It 
doesn't bother me at all that there is a manger scene 
on display at a key intersection near my beach house 
in Malibu. 

If people want a creche, it's just as fine with me as 
is the menorah a few hundred yards away. 

I don't like getting pushed around for being a 
Jew, and I don't think Christians like getting pushed 
around for being Christians. 

I think people who believe in God are sick and 
tired of getting pushed around, period. I have no 
idea where the concept came from that America is an 
explicitly atheist country. I can't find it in the Consti
tution, and I don't like it being shoved down my 
throat. 

Or maybe I can put it another way: where did the 
idea come from that we should worship Nick and 
Jessica and we aren't allowed to worship God as we 
understand Him? 

I guess that's a sign that I'm getting old, too. 
But there are a lot of us who are wondering 

where Nick and Jessica came from and where the 
America we knew went to. 

In light of the many jokes we send to one another 
for a laugh, this is a little different: This is not in
tended to be a joke; it's not funny, it's intended to 
get you thinking. 

Billy Graham's daughter was interviewed on the 
Early Show and Jane Clayson asked her "How could 
God let something like this happen?" (regarding 
Katrina) 



Anne Graham gave an extremely profound and 
insightful response. She said, "I believe God is deeply 
saddened by this, just as we are, but for years we've 
been telling God to get our of our schools, to get our 
of our government and to get out of our lives. 

And being the gentleman He is, I believe He has 
calmly backed out. How can we expect God to give 
us His blessing and His protection if we demand He 
leave us alone?" 

In light of recent events ... terrorists attacks, 
school shootings, etc. I think it started when 
Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she was murdered, her 
body found recently) complained she didn't want 
prayer in our schools, and we said OK. 

Then someone said you better not read the Bible 
in school. The Bible says thou shalt not kill, thou 
shalt not steal, and love your neighbor as yourself. 
And we said OK. 

Then Dr. Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't 
spank our children when they misbehave because 
their little personalities would be warped and we 
might damage their self-esteem (Dr. Spock's son 
committed suicide). We said an expert should know 
what he's talking about. And we said OK. 

Now we're asking ourselves why our children 
have no conscience, why they don't know right from 
wrong, and why it doesn't bother them to kill strang
ers, their classmates, and themselves. 

Probably, if we think about it long and hard 
enough, we can figure it out. I think it has a great 
deal to do with "WE REAP WHAT WE SOW." 

Funny how simple it is for people to trash God 
and then wonder why the world's going to hell. 

Funny how we believe what the newspapers say, 
but question what the Bible says. 

Funny how you can send " jokes" through e-mail 
and they spread like wildfire but when you start 
sending messages regarding the Lord, people think 
twice about sharing. 

Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and obscene ar
ticles pass freely through cyberspace, but public dis
cussion of God is suppressed in the school and work
place. 

Are you laughing? 
Funny how when you forward this message, you 

will not send it to many on your address list because 
you're not sure what they believe, or what they will 
think of you for sending it. 

Funny how we can be more worried about what 
other people think of us than what God thinks of~
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Instrumental Music 
Faith or Opinion 

Larry James, Bill Swetmon, 
Cecil May Jr., David Llpe 

Fread-Hardeman Forum 1991: 
Larry James and Bill Swetmon 
defend the use of mechanical 
instruments of music in worship. 
Cecil May, Jr. and David Lipe show 
that it is unauthorized by scripture. 
0929540107, paperback 
............... ....... .................... $8.95 

The Elders 
Which Are Among You 

by Bobby Duncan 

Helps Christians to better 
appreciate the work of the elders. 
Includes qualifications and 
perpetuations of the eldership, as 
well as its relationship to the 
congregation and the preacher. 
For class study and personal 
growth. Thirteen lessons. Chapter 
questions. 0929540026, paper-
back ................................... $6.95 

Unseen Hand: 
Father and Son View 
Providence 

by Robert C. (Bob) Hampton, 
Gary C. Hampton 

A timely study of God's provi
dence midst today's horoscope 
charts and misuse of the word 
miracle. Why do Christians suffer? 
Why pray anyway? Will God heal 
me? How does God provide? Ex
cellent class book; a must lorane's 

...... , .... ,... ... ..., , .._.. personal library.0929540344, 
paperback ......................... $8.95 

God at a Distance 

by Kerry Duke 

Why doesn't God reveal Himself 
more clearly? Do homosexuals 
and alcoholics inherit their 
condition? Is Bible interpretation 
always biased by the influence of 
cullure? Understandable and 
definitive. 0929540190, paperback 
....................................... $9.95 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Women teaching boys 
uestion: Is it right for a woman to t~ach a class 
of children when there are boys m the class 

who ave been baptized? 

Answer: Yes. The Bible forbids women to teach 
.t\.men (Greek, aner, adult males) in such a way as 
to exercise authority over them (1 Tim. 2: 12). How
ever, it commands them to teach other women and 
children (Titus 2:4). 

Biblical baptism, submitted to as an act of faith in 
Christ, does many wonderful things: it puts one into 
Christ (Gal. 3 :27), washes away sins (Acts 22: 16), 
imparts the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), and saves (1 Pet. 
3:21). It does not, however, change boys into men. 

That is not intended to dismiss the question, or 
treat it lightly. The issue it raises is important. Boys 
do become men. But the age at which that occurs is 
a matter of judgment. 

Good judgment says it is later than age 8 and ear
lier than age 25 (which is to say "judgment" has lim
its), but within reasonable bounds that decision 
should be decided by the congregation and its leader
ship. 

lord's Supper for Shut-ins 

Question: Should the elders administer the Lord's 
Supper to the sick or elderly who are at home 

or in nursing facilities and are unable to attend the as
sembly? 

Answer: Two important issues need to be bal
.t\. anced in responding to this question. 

1) The Lord's Supper is part of the assembly. 
The disciples in Troas came together on the first 

day of the week to break bread (Acts 20:7). The 
Corinthian church was supposed to assemble for the 
same purpose, though their perversions of the com
munal meal kept them from truly observing the 
Lord's Supper (1 Cor. 11 :20). 

It is not intended as a private or cloistered devo
tional, but as a shared communion (1 Cor. 10: 16-17), 
a proclamation in assembly (1 Cor. 11:23, 26). 
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2) The Lord's Supper plays an important part in 
the spiritual growth and pilgrimage of each individual 
Christian. 

Paul said some members of the Corinthian 
Church, in not properly celebrating the Lord's Sup
per, had missed its blessings. They were not receiving 
the spiritual benefit of regularly partaking of this di
vinely ordained memorial; so many had grown spiri
tually sick, and some were spiritually dead (1 Cor. 
11:30). 

If, therefore, some are shut away from the assem
bly by long-lasting infirmities, but their minds re
main clear, one can certainly understand their desire 
to participate in worship with other Christians, as 
they can. 

My recommendation, in case of a brief term of 
absence from the assembly, is that no action need be 
taken. When the person is able to return to the as
sembly, the Lord's Supper can be resumed along with 
other activities. 

In the case, however, of a prolonged absence, 
where a person is confined but still mentally and 
spiritually alert, it would be good to supply an op
portunity to engage in not only the Lord's Supper 
but other avenues of worship as well. 

Some from the person's local church may wish to 
visit, conduct and participate in an at-home service. 
If that cannot be done, two or three people already 
in the household could do the same thing. 

To summarize, the Lord's Supper is part of the 
assembly. If there is a legitimate reason for not being 
present in the assembly, that is sufficient reason also ' 
for not taking the Lord's Supper. 

On the other hand, if one is forced by circum
stances to miss the assembly over a long period of 
time, it is good for concerned Christians to help pro
vide opportunities to worship at home or wherever 

one is confined. Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University • 5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edus 
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Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Aiaska
Anchorase-78oo Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-

-Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. (Services in English and Spanish.) 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
-Missouri- on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Farmington- Sunnyview Church of Christ, Hwy S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
H (P.O. Box 896) 63640, (573) 756-5925. Sun. of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
10 10 45 6 W d 

7 
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

, : a.m., p.m., e · p.m. p.m. (1/z mi. east of 1-35) 

Raytown - Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue 
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scot 

) 
t 

Spencer, minister. 

-Tennessee-
Cookeville- Northeast Church of Christ, 450 
Grandview Dr., 38506. (931) 526-2535. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. One mile north of 
1-40 just off Hwy. 111. Malcolm Hill and Paul 
Wilmoth preachers. On the campus of Tennessee 
Bible College. 

-Texas-

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Northpon (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2100· 44th Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 P·~:· Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or mtmster. 
778-8955 

- California -
Albany -1370 Marin Ave., 94706. Sun. 10, 11 
a.m., Max R. Crumley Sr., preacher (408) 244-
8232, George Serb, local contact (510) 655-0388. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Buellton- Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

Lake City- Lake City Church of Christ, 656 SW 
St. Rd. 47 32025, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:30p.m. 3 mi so~th of 1-75 off exit 81. 

- ..... 
St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy.",- Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Orlando-Winter Park - South Seminole Church 
of Christ, 5410 Lake Howell Rd., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 
6 p.m., Wed. 7:15p.m. (407) 657-0657 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce 
your congregation 

totbe 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today 
for a free bundle. 

(888) 367-6216 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent In •Pentecostalism• or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 Important doclrinal topics covered in I his 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOt 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
thai Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lee· 
tures. For more than two decades he con· 
dueled the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21 .49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~'x5\4') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com· 
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is cion· 
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui· 
cide? Should people leaving a congrega· 
lion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3·4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texes residents 
edd 6.25% lex 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, m1n1mum charge $ 10 . This section is 
designed to occommodote preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. O ther 
church-rela ted maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
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Preachers Needed 
T he l Oth & Rockford church of Christ in T ulsa, 
OK is seeking a fu ll-time associ:11c minister who is 
dedicated to the tru th and can preach, teach, 
evangelize, and work with the youth. We arc a 
congregation of 200+ members wi t h elders, 
deacons, and a pulpit minister. We arc committed 
to sound doctrine and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates should send their 
resume, references, and a tnped sermon to 1Oth & 
Rockford church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 ATT: Elders or emai l your resume 
to RockfordCofC@aol.com 

The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full-time preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctri ne of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bnth brick home. 
The nbiliry to provide supplemental income or 
outside support mny be requi red. Contact Joe 
Travis 979-864-029 1, (jocftravis@yahoo.com) or 
Gil Yoder yodcr@oabs.org. For more information 
see: hnp:l/richwood.cofc.us/. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for South Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, twashington5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. T his person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforrs to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities arc organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum fo r all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 
Other responsibilit ies include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston . Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send r6um~s to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Giddings, T exas, Church of Christ is looking for a 
full- time preacher with experience; married with 
fami ly p refer red. 75-member congregation. 
Housing provided; salary negotiable. Contact T rent 
Campbell, (979) 542-193 1. 

Preaching opportunity: A Cen tra l Califo rni a 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a fu ll
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
commiued to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Upland Church of Christ is seeking a full-time 
pu lpit minister. A fami ly man is prefer red. 
Congregation of approx. 175 in attendance. 
Adequate salary and 5-bedroom house provided. 
Send r~sum~ (last I 0 yrs. experience), references, 
cover lencr of video tape of past 3 sermons to 
Upland Church of Christ, 331 \V. Ninth St., 
Upland, Calif. 91786 

T he Wes tside Church of Christ located in a rural 
town (pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as their local minister/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem· 
bers in a progressive fa rming/ranching region. 
This church has irs own building and home. 
Mature applicants must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salary of 
S23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send rtsumt, copy of sermon 
tape, and your picture to Westside Church of 
Christ, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

.-....-. 
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Book 
€germder's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions a nd answers on the 
stories, and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb , 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$ 19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" taJt 

Fir m Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Full-time pulpit minister wanted: The Mountain 
View Church of Christ in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, a mainstream Acappella church, with an 
average Sunday morning attendance of 250 plus, is 
looking fo r a full-rime pulpit minister. He needs to 
be: (1) Married, with an active wife, (2) graduate 
of a Bro therhood school of Preaching, (3 ) 
knowledgeable of the Scriptures, (4) experienced 
in ministry (3-5 years min.), (5) experienced in 
counseling (a plus) (6) self-motivated, evangelistic, 
family and youth oriented. Please send rtsumt, to 
include references and two tapes of recent sermons, 
to Minister Search Committee, 8778 Estebury 
Circle, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in Cla remore, Oklahoma has an im mediate 
opening for a spiritually mature young man/family 
to work with a well established youth/parent 
group. We are a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send rtsumt to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire for the position to 319 E. Blue 
Starr, Claremore, OK 7401 7 or e-mail to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Christian College T eacher; man wi th terminal 
degree (Ph.D, T h.D, or Doctor of Religious 
Education) from an accredited University or 
T heologica l School; to teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. jack Evans, President, (972) 
524-3341 (Ext. 122 or 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75160; jevan@swcc.edu ·Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The 
Preschoolers 

Bible 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things." and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, simple il· 
lustra tions combined with a simple retelling 
of the s tories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use In Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$ 17,99 s&h $5.50 
Tuas residents edd 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Founda tion 
8 88 367-6216 
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Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 
•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to Do It! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

• You CAN KNOW It! - $7.95 
Student handbook with material idcnticalto the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-holc 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

•You CAN LIVE It! - $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 

Mormonism 
by Homer Halley 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 • $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John A. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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[On May 3, 1939, H. Leo Boles, a much respected gospel preacher, was invited to speak at a Unity Meeti1zg com
posed of members of the church and members of the Christian Church. He accepted the challenge and rose to the 
occasion. Here is an edited version of his memorable speech. It will confirm where faithful saints of a previous 
generation stood on these matters. It is well worth your time.] 

The Way of Unity 
By H. Leo Boles (Deceased) 

Brethren, this is an important occasio n, and 
the truth should be spoken kindly, clearly, 
and positively; hence, permit me to speak 

frankly and encouragingly. I am not a "delegate" to 
this "conference" or "unity meeting"; neither am I a 
"representative" of the churches of Christ; I have not 
been sent here by any church or group of chu rches; I 
am not clothed with any "official authority." I am 
here at t he kind invitation of Brother Claud F. Witty; 
so I alone am responsible to God for what I say. 

Brother Edv,rin Erret has said: "No man in Chris
tendom generally is such a bore today as the man 
who merely pleads for unity and offers no plan, and 
no man in the brotherhood beats the air so uselessly 
with platitudes as he who bores the brethren with 
mere pleas for peace. Such pleas have become some
thing of an insult to the brotherhood. What we all 
want now is some thoroughgoing study of the way of 
peace, the basis for true unity. The wisdom which is 
from above is first pure, then peaceable" (Christian 
Standard, Mar. 25, 1939). 

It is the purpose of this address to follow the sug
gestiop above and give a thorough study to the way 
of unity between the "Christian Church" and the 
churches of Christ. 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century and 
the early years of the nineteenth century there arose 
in different sections of our country religious leaders 
who recognized the exceeding sinfulness of divisions 
in the religious world, and who appreciated, to some 
degree at least, the teachings of the New Testament 
on the unity of God's people. Barton W Stone, with 
others, about 1804, severed his connection with the 
Presbyterian Church and led a movement to unite 
believers in Christ on the New Testament. This 
movement later became known as the "Christian 
Church," and the individual members called them
selves "Christians." A little later, about 1809, the 
Campbells began an independent movement in 
Western Pennsylvania and Virginia with the same ob
jectives; this group became known as the "Disciples' 
Church," and the members called themselves "Dis
ciples." The movements led by Stone and Alexander 
Campbell continued as independent groups, with no 
cooperation, until1832. At Lexington, Ky., a meeting 
was held to unite these two groups. Some historians 
record that the Campbell group at this time num
bered about twelve thousand and the Stone group 
about fifteen thousand. They met on New Year's Day, 
1832, and continued in session four days. "Rac.::,'c:n" 

(continued 0 11 page 1) 
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Editorial 

Judgment Day 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A ader requested that we explain how it 
is possible to confine a disembodied 
spirit to either Paradise or Torment at 

physical death, but that soul will still have to 
appear in a final, public judgment. 

This question attracts widespread attention 
and involves some basics of saving faith, so we 
thought it good to devote this month's editorial 
to some things mentioned in Holy Writ about 
present and future judgment. 

The judgment of God on human motive and behavior is con
tinuous. Every mortal motive and action is judged at the very mo
ment it is indulged. The startling, infinite wisdom and power of 
the Mighty Maker of heaven and earth enable him constantly to 
look into the corridors of every human mind and to ·take note of 
every human work. 

A staggering thought, but the attributes of God are limitless. T he 
God with whom we have to do has no restrictions on his exhaustless 
power except for self limitations and things that would be inconsis
tent. Otherwise, he is no better than Hindu idols or the big-bellied 
images of Buddha. When we say, "God," we say "immensurable." 

The eye of deity runs to and fro upon the earth and he sees 
every thought and deed. Furthermore, he judges every delibera
tion and endeavor at the precise moment it is entertained. This 
staggering concept is expressed in the song we used to sing: 
"There's an All Seeing Eye Watching You" (Rev. 4:6, 8). 

Some were offended by the thought of the big-eye of God 
tracking desire and performance and objected to the sentiment of 
the song and it has fallen into disrepute. How sad! The song ex
presses a sound biblical idea. 

If we keep ever in mind that God knows and evaluates our 
thoughts and deeds, then our conduct will improve mightily -
which it doubtless needs to do. 

Jehovah "judgeth the peoples" Qob 36:31). "There is a God 
that judgeth in the earrh" (Ps. 58:11). "My sayings" hath one that 
"judgeth him" Uohn 12:48). "He that judgeth me is the Lord" (1 
Cor. 4:4). The Father "without respect of persons judgeth accord
ing to each man's work" (1 Pet. 1:17). 

The word judgeth, as you know, is present tense, which means 
an ongoing action. It is happening right now. So, God immediately 
judges every thought you think, every deed you do. Furthermore, 
the Mighty Hand of God writes motives and performance in a 
heaven register. 



Think about that! 
God looks not only at the action but also at the motive that 

prompts the action and judges and records it. 
How solemn that makes every passing moment. How seriously 

we must regard every thought and deed. 

"There's an All Seeing Eye Watching You" 
When you die, based on your earthly behavior, you are assigned to 
be comforted in Abraham's bosom, or to being tormented in 
flames of fire~ The case of the rich man and Lazarus, as reported 
by Jesus in LU:ke 16:19-31, makes it clear that at the moment of 
physical death· the spirit of every man is judged. A decision is made 
as to his eternal· destiny. 

There is a great gulf fixed and a disembodied spirit may not 
pass from one estate to another. If he is on the side of torment, 
that cannot be changed; if on the side of comfort, that cannot be 
changed. 

Death fixes the eternal destiny of every spirit. 
But wait a minute ... have we not been saying that "there is a 

God that judgeth in the earth." The person as already been judged. 
He was judged while he lived. Now that he is dead, he is judged? 
Two judgments. One in life and the other at death. 

Is that fair? 
Unless you want to sit in judgment on God, it is fair to have at 

least two judgments - in life, and at death. 
There is also to be a final judgment. When Jesus comes to 

earth the final time, sometimes called the second coming, all the 
nations will be gathered before him to be judged (Matt. 25:31-
46). He will separate all the people who have ever lived upon the 
earth on the right hand and on the left hand. The saved - the 
sheep - are set upon his hand, and the lost - the goats - are 
placed on his left hand. Mter the separation - the judgment -
the Master will say to them on his right hand, "Come, ye blessed 
of my father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the foun
dations of the earth." And to those on the left hand he shall say, 
"Depart from me he cursed into the fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels." 

The ultimate judgment is two-fold. There is first a separation 
Gudgment), and then there is a judgment. 

Multiple judgments! 
Is it fair? 
Is it double jeopardy? 
The answer is "yes, it is fair - seeing that God does it;" and 

yes, it is double - maybe even triple - jeopardy. If God chooses 
to do that way, who are we to complain. 

'~e turn things upside down! Shall the potter be esteemed as 
clay; that the thing made should say of him that made it, He made 
me not; or the thing formed say of him that formed it, He hath no 
understanding?" (lsa. 29:16). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston. 'IX 77269-0192 
Fp 

In This Issue 

H. Leo Boles (Deceased) 
The Way of Unity ........................... J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
Judgment Day ................................ 2 

David R. Pharr 
Another Call for Compromise •••••• J J 

A. B. Gregoreo 
Our Problem Discovered •••••••••••••• J 3 

Owen Cosgrove 
The Marks of Jesus •••••••••••••••••••••• J 5 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Baptists •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• J 6 

Terry R. Townsend 
Inexcusable Excuses .................... 20 

Stephen Wiggins 
The Sinner's Prayer •••••••••••••••••••••• 2 J 

Charlotte Allen 
Liberal Christianity Is Paying 
for Its Sins .................................... 23 

Potpourri •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 26 

Cecil May Jr. 
Q&A 
Unity Between 
Church of Christ 
and Christian Church? ••••••••••••••••• 35 

September 2006 3 
Firm Foundation 



The Way of Unity 
(continued from page 1) 

John Smith was selected from the Campbell group to 
set forth the New Testament grounds of unity, and 
B. W. Stone represented the "Christian Church." The 
meeting resulted in the uniting of these two groups. 
"Raccoon" John Smith was my grandfather. May the 
present meeting on this occasion have the same 
happy results. It will have the same results if all have 
the same spirit that actuated there, for we all have the 
same New Testament. 

Common Ground 

The churches of Christ and some [in the indepen
dent] "Christian Church" hold to the same funda
mental doctrine of the New Testament; both recog
nize in the New Testament the two great lessons 
taught therein - what sinners must do to be saved 
and how saints must live to go to heaven; both be
lieve that the alien sinner must hear the gospel, be
lieve in Christ as the Son of God and Savior of men, 
repent of all sins, and be baptized into Christ; that 
there is but one way by which the Lord adds people 
to his church, and that is through obedience to the 
gospel, or submission to the will of God as expressed 
to aliens. There is common ground here, and, with 
few exceptions, all teach clearly and emphatically 
that there is no promise to an alien who does not 
obey the gospel; both teach that by obedience to the 
gospel the Lord adds to his church; that "except one 
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God" ijohn 3:5). 

There is more common ground. Both teach that 
after one becomes a member of the body of Christ, 
he "should live soberly and righteously and godly in 
this present world; looking for the blessed hope and 
appearing of the glory of the great God and o~ Sav
iour Jesus Christ" (Tit. 2: 12-13). Both teach that 
Christians are to be guided by the New Testament in 
all work and worship, and recognize, with few ex
ceptions, the New Testament as the only authority in 
guiding the Lord's people in their work and worship. 
There is common ground here, and the Lord's 
people can, and should, be united on how people be
come Christians and how they should live the Chris-

tian life. They were united on these fundamental 
truths and practices for many years. This is proof 
positive that they can still be united on these funda
mental and basic teachings of the New Testament. 
All authority in matters of work and worship of the 
Lord's people belongs to Christ, and that authority is 
revealed in the New Testament for our guidance. 
"Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion which is in righteousness: that the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). This common ground 
with only one guide constitutes the only ground for 
the unity of God's people.1 

United from 1832 to 1849 

The Lord's people remained a united body from the 
meeting in Lexington, Ky., in 1832 to 1849. At that 
time in Lexington my grandfather presented the 
New Testament teaching for unity. He said, in part, 
the following: 

"God has but one people on the earth. He has 
given to them but one Book, and therein exhorts and 
commands them to be one family. A union such as 
we plead for- a union of God's people on that one 
Book - must, then, be practicable. 

"Every Christian desires to stand complete in the 
whole will of God. The prayer of the Savior, and the 
whole tenor of this teaching, clearly show that it is 
God's will that his children should be united. To the 
Christian, then, such a union must be desirable. 

"But an amalgamation of sects is not such a 
union as Christ prayed for and God enjoins. To agree 
to be one upon any system of human inventions 
would be contrary to his will, and could never be a 
blessing to the church or the world; therefore, the 
only union practicable or desirable must be based on 
the word of God as the only rule of faith and prac
tice. •. . I have the more cheerfully resolved on this 
course, because the gospel is a system of facts, com
mands, and promises, and no deduction or inference 
from them, however logical or true, forms any part 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. No heaven is promised 

1 At the present time (2006), some members of the Independent Christian Church and some members of the churches of Christ no longer hold to the 
inerrancy of the original manuscripts of the Bible, its infallibility, and absolute authority. This speech will have no effect on people of that persuasion. 
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to those who hold them, and no hell is threatened to 
those who deny them. They do not constitute, singly 
or together, an item of the ancient and apostolic gos
pel. While there is but one faith, there may be ten 
thousand opinions; and, hence, if Christians are ever 
to be one, they must be one in faith, and not in opin
ion. When certain subjects arise, even in conversa
tion or social discussion, about which there is a con
trariety of opinion and sensitiveness of feeling, speak 
of them in the words of the Scripture, and no offense 
will be given and no pride of doctrine will be encour
aged. We may even come, in the end, by thus speak
ing the same things, to think the same things. 

"For several years past I have stood pledged to 
meet the religious world, or any part of it, on the an
cient gospel and order of things as presented in the 
words of the Book. This is the foundation on which 
Christians once stood, and on it they can, and ought 
to, stand again. From this I cannot depart to meet 
any man, or set of men, in the wide world. While, 
for the sake of peace and Christian union, I have 
long since. waived the public maintenance of any 
speculation I may hold, yet no one gospel fact, com
mandment, or promise will I surrender for the 
world" (Life of Elder john Smith, pp. 452-454). 

This is the ground of unity that was accepted in 
1832 by the Stone and Campbell groups; it is the fun
damental teaching of the New Testament. Such a unity 
honors the truth of God, respects the authority of 
Christ, and glorifies God. Brethren, this is where the 
churches of Christ [ought to] stand today; it is where 
unity may be found now; it is where you left the New 
Testament; it is where you left the churches of Christ, 
and it is where you can find them when you come 
back. On this ground and teaching, and only on this, 
can scriptural unity be had now; on these basic prin
ciples of the New Testament Christian unity may al
ways be had. The people of God were united on these 
principles from 1832 to 1849; they were united on 
these principles when the church began. Christians 
enjoyed the sweet fellowship of the people of God and 
made marvelous progress when so united. They made 
deep inroads on denominationalism and increased 
more rapidly in number than at any other period in 
the history of the Restoration Movement. 

Departures 

In 1849, the first major departure was made. David 
S. Burnet was the father of the Missionary Society; 
it was organized in 1849. David S. Burnet was a 
convert from the Baptist Church and he brought the 

idea of the Missionary Society with him from the 
Baptist Church. "He was brought up as a Presbyte
rian but at sixteen years of age, after careful study of 
the New Testament, was baptized into the Baptist 
Church" ("The Story of the Churches" by Errett 
Gates, p. 190). He said, "I was born into the mission
ary spirit, and did not relinquish it when I associated 
myself with my present brethren" (Christian Maga
zine, Vol. 3, p. 173 ). 

[At this point in his speech brother Boles gave a 
long dissertation on the nature and dangers of the 
Missionary Society. Since that subject is not the pri
mary point of discussion today, we will edit those re
marks - editor.] 

It will be admitted by all that the Missionary So
ciety was thus the first departure from the original 
grounds of the New Testament teaching as set forth 
by the pioneers when they united; those who made 
the departure were responsible for the division on 
this point. The "Christian Church" departed from 
the ground of unity and attempted to justify its 
course in the organization of the Missionary Society. 
The churches of Christ remained faithful to the New 
Testament and the "plea and platform" to which the 
early reformers had called God's people; the 
churches of Christ stood firm on that platform. In no 
fair, just, or logical way could the churches of Christ 
be called a faction unless the whole group was a fac
tion from 1832 to 1849. The "Christian Church" be
came the faction and was responsible for the divi
sion. The churches of Christ were no more a faction 
in remaining loyal to the New Testament than were 
Caleb and Joshua when they made a correct report 
of the spies. The fact that a majority of the churches 
went with the departure does not make the ones who 
remained loyal a faction. There is neither precept 
nor example in the New Testament for any organiza
tion, except the independent, local church, and by 
virtue of the commission given to it by Christ, its 
head, it can and should "preach the gospel to the 
whole creation." (Mark 16:15). No other organiza
tion is needed for the conversion of sinners and the 
sanctification of saints - any other organization is 
an addition to New Testament teaching and is con
demned by the word of God. The Missionary SQciety 
occupies a position of irreconcilable opposition to 
the New Testament. The churches of Christ will not 
compromise nor surrender here; if there is to be 
unity with the "Christian Church," it must abandon 
the Missionary Society. 

A second departure was the introduction of 
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instrumental music in the worship. This began about 
1859. It was not introduced because it was found in 
the New Testament; neither were those who intro
duced it in the worship guided by the New Testa
ment. But few have been bold enough to attempt to 
prove that the New Testament authorizes the use of 
instrumental music in worship. Many have claimed 
on other grounds that they have a right to use instru
mental music in worship, but the point made here is 
that no one, guided by the New Testament, intro
duced the organ into the worship. Errett Gates, in 
his history referred to above, p. 250, says: "The or
gan controversy was the missionary controversy in a 
new form, for both grew out of the opposition to hu
man innovations in the work and worship of the 
church .... The organ· party treated it as a question of 
expediency on which there should be forbearance 
and liberty. The anti-party treated it as a matter of 
principle." 

The arguments now used to justify the use of in
strumental music in worship are afterthoughts and 
were not used when the instrument or organ was 
first imposed on the brotherhood. 

The use of the instrument of music in the worship 
must either be put in the class of things authorized by 
the New Testament, or its use must be classed in the 
realm of opinion or expediency; there is no other al
ternative for it. O.E. Payne and others affirmed that 
the use of the instrument was included in the New 
Testament use of "psallo., J .B. Briney and the Chris
tian Standard at one time endorsed Payne's position. 
Those who occupied this position were forced to 
teach the use of instrumental music in worship. If the 
instrument is in the New Testament meaning of 
"psallo, ,, then, the New Testament commands the use 
of instrumental music when we engage in the worship 
of God; and when we do not play the instrument in 
worship, we are in rebellion against God; God com
mands whatever is in the New Testament meaning of 
~~baptizo. ,, We have no alternative in either case ex
cept to do what is in the words ~~psallo,, and "baptizo" 
or be in rebellion against God. There is no other con
clusion, and there is no escape from this conclusion. 
God commands us to "psallo, ,, and no matter what it 
means, that is what we are forced to do by the word of 
God, or to rebel against him. If the position of the 
advocates of the use of instrumental music in worship 
is correct, then every church [and every individual
editor] that does not play instrumental music in its 
worship is in rebellion against God. 

6 
The other alternative. that many took, and still 
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advocate, is to place the organ in the "area of silence" 
or in the field of expediency. But if there is no stronger 
reason for using the instrument than the opinions and 
judgments of men, it is sinful to force the use of the 
instrument in worshiping upon God's people. If it is 
placed in the field of opinion and judgment of men, 
not only may it be abandoned, but should be, for it 
invades the realm of divine revelation. God's chil
dren, to be loyal to his word, must oppose the use of 
the instrument in the worship. Those who use the 
organ in worship make it "a test of fellowship"; they 
sustain the attitude that if you do not submit to the use 
of the instrument in worship, then you can have no 
fellowship with us. A denial of making it "a test of 
fellowship" does not change the logic of the situation; 
neither does the charge that those who oppose the use 
of the instrument in worship are disturbers of the 
peace and unity of God's people make it true; the 
charge is not a proof of the fact. Those who oppose 
the use of the instrument in worship are walking by 
faith in opposing it, but those who introduce it are 
making it "the test of fellowship." 

Brethren, put away the organ and you will be 
where the pioneers first stood when the unity of 
God's people was enjoyed. The churches of Christ 
are standing now on this item just where the pio
neers stood before its introduction in 1859; there 
was unity then on this point and there can be unity 
now at this point when the organ is pushed aside. 
Brethren, if you think there will be a compromise or 
surrender by the churches of Christ on this point, 
you are mistaken .... 

In the Millennia/ Harbinger, 1868, pp. 213-19, 
J.W. McGarvey replied to "Brother Hayden on Ex
pediency and Progress," and said, with respect to so
cieties, instrumental music in the worship, and other 
things: 

"Our work is to check them and turn them back 
from their course; not to outstrip them in running 
after organs and compromises. The loudest call that 
comes from heaven to the men of this generation is 
for warfare, stern, relentless, merciless, exterminat
ing warfare against everything not expressly or by 
necessary implication authorized in the New Testa
ment. Such is my unwavering conviction; and my 
only regret is that I cannot fight this fight as it should 
be fought. 

"In conclusion, let me add that if any brother 
who reads this sees fit to style me intolerant, dictato
rial, or self-consequent, I say to him that I claim to be 
nothing more than one plain disciple of Christ, and 



to exercise a prerogative which belongs to us all. It is 
my duty to find fault with everybody and everything 
that is wrong; and it is equally the duty of every 
other brother. In the full and free performance of 
this task lies only safety for the truth. Error alone can 
suffer in such a warfare, and she alone is afraid of it. 
If I have struck one blow amiss, let it be returned on 
me double, and it will be well." 

This language of McGarvey expresses the convic
tion of thousands of gospel preachers and the senti
ment of many thousands of disciples of Christ today. 
It is the duty of every Christian to stand firmly and 
loyally for the New Testament scriptures, and to 
wage a "stern, relentless, merciless, exterminating" 
warfare on anything and anybody that opposes the 
teachings of the New Testament on the purity of 
worship. Again, brethren, there may be a few in the 
churches of Christ that are inclined to compromise 
and surrender here for the sake of unity, but this is 
not the case with the many preachers and the multi
tudes of members in the churches of Christ. No zeal 
for unity should blind us to the truths of the New 
Testament, or cause us to waver from the basic prin
ciples of New Testament worship. Surely it now be
gins to dawn upon some of you the only grounds of 
unity with the churches of Christ. 

A third departure is that the "Christian Church" 
has now become a denomination. It affiliates with 
denominations and has taken its place in the religious 
world as a sister denomination. Some of the leaders 
have compromised with denominational errors, and 
acknowledge that the "Christian Church" is just an
other denomination among the denominations of the 
world. A.W. Fortune, of Lexington, Ky., has written 
and published "The Disciples in Kentucky," which is 
a history of the "Christian Church" in Kentucky; it 
was published in 1932. On page 31 of his book he 
says: "On the crest of a gently sloping bank, a few 
rods from the pike between Paris and Little Rock, is a 
little meetinghouse, which was the birthplace of the 
"Christian Church." "The Cane Ridge meetinghouse 
may be the "birthplace of the Christian Church," but 
it is not the birthplace of the church of God. The 
New Testament teaches that the church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ began on Pentecost at Jerusalem more 
than nineteen hundred years ago. Errett Gates in his 
"The Story of the Churches," pp. 321, 332, treats the 
"Christian Church as a denomination, and frequently 
called it a denomination. He said: "The church took 
action in a series of resolutions declaring its loyalty to 
the doctrinal position of the denomination, and af-

firming its right to liberty in local church govern
ment." Again he said: "There has come to some of 
the best spirits of the denomination a new and in
tense appreciation of its mission as a Christian union 
movement. The leaders in this reviving sense of obli
gation to the principle and practice of Christian 
union are J .H. Garrison and Herbert L. Willett, who 
are doing all they can as editors of the Christian 
Evangelist and Christian Century, respectively, to in
spire the denomination with this new eagerness for a 
united church." Be it remembered that Errett Gates 
was one of their number. In acknowledging itself as a 
denomination the "Christian Church" betrays the 
Restoration Movement and surrenders to the enemy 
the cardinal principles of New Testament teaching. 
Brethren, lay aside the denominational parapherna
lia, destroy all denominational machinery and appa
ratus, and condemn the denominational spirit among 
you, and come back to the New Testament, and take 
up the "plea" of the pioneers for unity on the New 
Testament, and there will be unity between the 
"Christian Church" and the churches of Christ on 
this point. The "Christian Church" is a denomina
tion, self-confessed and historically recorded, with
out a creed, without an objective. It feebly preaches 
unity, but boldly and openly practices division as a 
denomination; it has wrecked the movement for 
unity by its denominational attitudes and practices. 
There can be no unity until it ceases to be a denomi
nation. When it ceases to be a denomination, then, 
and not until then, will there be unity between these 
great bodies on this point. Brethren, the churches of 
Christ occupy the same ground now in opposing all 
denominations that our fathers occupied; the 
churches of Christ are standing now in spirit and atti
tude toward denominationalism where the fathers 
stood, and where you left them. You know where you 
left the churches of Christ, hence, you know where to 
find them; come back and unity is the inevitable re
sult. There will be no compromise or surrender on 
this point. The churches of Christ, so long as they are 
loyal to the New Testament, cannot compromise on 
this or any other point so clearly taught in the New 
Testament. You should not want any compromise on 
error; there will be no compromise. Do you now see 
the way to unity? 
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Causes of Separation 
It is well to review the causes of separation, to look 
at the steps more closely that have been taken in the 
departures; then you can see more clearly the scrip
tural ground of union. It is noted here first that 
"opinion" was made equal to the word of God. 
There should be a clear distinction between faith and 
opinion. Faith is a firm conviction resting upon clear 
and satisfactory testimony. "Now faith is assurance 
of things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen" 
(Heb. 11:1). We are told specifically how faith 
comes: "So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by 
the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). This settles it as 
to how faith comes; it comes by hearing the word of 
God. Where God has not spoken, there can be no 
faith, for "faith cometh by hearing the word of 
God," and Christians, when they are loyal to God, 
"walk by faith, nor by sight" (2 Cor. 5: 7). Opinion is 
an expression based on human judgment, without 
clear and satisfactory testimony; the word "opinion" 
signifies "what one thinks," and in matters of reli
gion it means what men think concerning matters on 
which the Bible is silent. The distinction between 
"faith" and "opinion" should be kept clear .... 

To substitute opinion for faith is to rebel against 
God; it is to put the judgments of men as our guide, 
and thus reject the counsel of God. Christians cannot 
work together in harmony with two different rules of 
action. Jesus said: "No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon" (Matt. 6:24). There can be 
no harmony when a portion of God's people are 
guided by human opinion and another portion guided 
by the truth of God; there can be no unity between 
those "who walk by faith" and those who walk ac
cording to the opinions of men. "Shall two walk to
gether, except they have agreed?" (Amos 3:3). 

All are to walk by the same rule; the Holy Spirit 
admonishes God's people . . . to walk by the same rule. 
"Now the God of patience and of comfort grant you 
to be of the same mind one with another according to 
Christ Jesus: that with one accord ye may with one 
mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Rom. 15: 5-6). "Now I beseech you, breth
ren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divi
sions among you; but that ye be perfected together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 
1:1 0). "Make full my joy, that ye be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of one 
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mind; doing nothing through faction or through vain
glory, but in lowliness of mind each counting others 
better than himself" (Phil. 2: 2-3 ). "Finally, brethren, 
farewell. Be perfected; be comforted; be of the same 
mind; live in peace: and the God of love and peace 
shall be with you" (2 Cor. 13: 11). These and many 
other scriptures of like import emphasize the fact that 
God's people should be of " the same mind," "the 
same judgment, "of one accord." This can be among 
the people of God only by all taking the New Testa
ment and walking by faith ; it cannot be when some of 
God's people "walk by faith" and others "walk by 
opinion." Hence, the only way that there can be unity 
is for all to walk "by faith." 

''Areas of silence," "liberty of opinion," and "the 
realm of expediency" are trite phrases used by leaders 
in the "Christian Church" and have been coined and 
put on a par with the teachings of the New Testament. 
It is just another way of saying that the opinions of 
men may guide the people of God, and that some of 
the people of God should submit to the opinions of 
men. There was unity with God's people so long as 
they respected the slogan, "Where the scriptures 
speak, we speak; and where the scriptures are silent, 
we are silent"; bur when brethren began to claim the 
authority to speak where the New Testament is silent, 
and impose their opinions upon other brethren, divi
sion and separation were the inevitable results. 

WR. Walker, in Christian Standard, May 27, 
1939, said: "There are two areas in our religious liv
ing in which the authority of Christ must be recog
nized. The first embraces all his teaching and that of 
his inspired followers, the 'vocal area'; but there is 
another area, the 'area of silence."' 

He further said: "I am persuaded that Christ has 
authority in the 'areas of silence.' Christ, by his si
lence, in every situation concerning which he has left 
no direct teaching, has bestowed on me this author
ity to act for myself." 

Here are the two standards or rules recognized 
by many in the "Christian Church," namely, that of 
"walking by faith," and that of "walking by opin
ion." WR. Walker calls the opinions of man in the 
"areas of silence" "the authority of Christ." This is 
tantamount to saying that man's opinions in the "ar
eas of silence" are of equal force with the word of 
God. I join issue with him on this point. There can 
be no unity in the "area of silence," as there can be 
no unity on opinions when each man claims the au
thority to do what is right in his own eyes. This 
would violate every scripture that God has given in-



structing his people to be "of the same mind, the 
same judgment of one accord." 

If the liberty of opinion lets one put an organ in 
the worship, it will let another oppose that act; if act
ing in the "realm of silence" permits one to act for 
himself, it will permit every one to act for himself. If 
liberty in opinion will let one organize a missionary 
society, the same liberty of opinion will let another 
group of God's people oppose that society. Neither 
the "Christian Church" nor the churches of Christ can 
have the liberty of opinion, in the sense that they make 
their opinions the basis of action for themselves and 
for the church. One will have his opinions tyrannized 
over by the other. It will be nonetheless tyranny of 
opinion that a majority, great or small, imposes its 
opinion on the minority. One man has as much right 
to "liberty of opinion" as another, or any number of 
others. This doctrine of liberty of opinion in "the ar
eas of silence" involves the right to act on those opin
ions, and our actions come in contact with the actions 
and opinions of others; this is the very thing that will 
continually gender discord and division. The slogan, 
"In essentials, unity; in opinions, liberty," when the 
opinions become the guide in work and worship of the 
Lord, violates the basic principles of New Testament 
teaching and subverts the will of God. 

The great aim and end of the establishment of the 
kingdom of God on earth, and the planting of con
gregations of Christians, were to bring man back into 
loyal obedience to God and submission to his dearly 
revealed will; but to allow man to do as he pleases in 
"the areas of silence" destroys unity and thwarts the 
great aim of God in restoring the rule and authority 
of God on earth. Man is unable to keep his opinions 
in the "area of silence" - he thrusts them into the 
realm of revealed truth; he makes them invade the 
areas of faith. "0 Jehovah, I know that the way of 
man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps" ijer. 10: 23). To exalt opinions in the 
church and let these guide people is to thwart the 
very purpose of God in bringing man to the submis
sion of divine will. The opinions and judgments of 
men exalt man, and prevent his submission to the 
high God of heaven. Thomas Campbell, in his "Dec
laration and Address," said "Our desire, therefore, 
for our brethren and ourselves would be to reject hu
man opinions and the inventions of men as of no au
thority, or as having no place in the church of God. 
We should cease from further contentions about such 
things, returning to and holding fast by the original 
standard, taking the divine word alone for our rule; 

the Holy Spirit for our teacher and guide; and lead us 
into all truth ... that, by so doing, we may be at peace 
among ourselves, follow peace with all men, and ho
liness without which no man shall see the Lord." The 
pioneers of the Restoration Movement thought that 
divisions could be healed only by all giving up their 
opinions and inventions, and ceasing to impose them 
on the church. . . . · 

Brethren, there can be no unity with God's 
people when some walk by their opinions. You have 
tried it long enough to learn by sad experience that 
peace and unity cannot be found by the double stan
dard- walking by faith and walking by opinion. 
Thomas Campbell further declared in his "Declara
tion and Address" that "If any circumstantials, indis
pensably necessary to the observance of divine ordi
nances, be not found upon the page of express rev
elation, such, and such only, as are absolutely neces
sary for this purpose, should be adopted under the 
title of human expedients, without any pretense to a 
more sacred origin, so that any subsequent alteration 
of difference in the observance of these things might 
produce no contention or division in the churches." 
We are not to tolerate actions or institutions based 
on human opinions, but are to support loyally every
thing commanded by divine authority. 

Opinions, men may have; opinions, men will 
have; but what should be done with these opinions? 
Since they belong to the "areas of silence," let them be 
kept in silence. Alexander Campbell said in Millennia/ 
Harbinger, 1837, p. 439, on "opinionism": 

"There is a growing taste for opinionism in the 
ranks of reformation. This must be quashed or there 
will be an end to all moral and religious improve
ment. It has ever been the harbinger of schism, the 
forerunner of all discord, vain jangling, and bad feel
ing amongst all classes of religionists. It has, indeed, 
ever been the plague of Christendom .... What is an 
opinion? Persuasion without proof, say some of our 
lexicographers. It is a speculation built on probable 
evidence. It is neither knowledge nor faith; but, in 
the absence of these, it is an inference, a conclusion 
to which the mind inclines or assents according to its 
information and mode of reasoning .... I hereby de
fine opinionism to be liberty of propagating one,s 
own opinions. . .. 

"But we do not admit the right: for if this be a 
Christian right, it is an equal and an inalienable 
right. Now if the liberty of propagating one's own 
opinions be the right of a Christian, then every man, 
woman, and child in Christ's church has a right to 
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propagate his or her opinions, and to complain if 
that right be not respected by all the Christian com
munity. And as there is no restriction as to the num
ber or magnitude of subjects on which opinions may 
be formed, there can be no limitation of the number 
of opinions that may be offered for adoption or 
propagation; and thus the whole earthly pilgrimage 
of the church may be occupied in the discussion of 
such opinions. 

'1\.gain, if such be the right of all, it is the duty of 
all to listen and judge; for all Christian rights oblige 
to corresponding duties. If only one person in a 
church has a right to propagate his opinions, it is the 
duty of all the rest to listen to him; for that, the very 
nature of the right implies. But if all have the right in 
question, then all are obliged in turn to propagate his 
own opinion on any one or all the ten thousand top
ics on which a person may form an opinion: for be it 
observed, the dominions of opinion are larger than 
the dominions of knowledge and faith united. 

"We are therefore rationally and religiously com
pelled to deny any such right. It is not the right of 
any one citizen of Christ's kingdom to propagate any 
opinion whatever, either in the public assembly or in 
private; consequently, it is not the duty of all, nor of 
any one, to listen to an opinionist in his efforts to 
dogmatize or establish his opinions. This is an impor
tant point, and we state it confidently and boldly .... 
To walk by opinions rather than faith, or in opposi
tion to faith, is effectually to make the Book of God 
of no authority. Moreover, in the decisions of that 
volume, he that propagates an opinion and seeks to 
attach persons to it, or to himself on account of it, is 
a factionist in embryo, in infancy, or in manhood." 

The way to peace and unity is to take the New 
Testament as the only rule and walk by faith - that 
is, by the word of God .... 

[At this point in his famous speech brother Boles 
had much to say about the evil of binding opinion as 
law, which we omit in the interest of space.] 

Conclusion 

All who truly believe in Christ, who take the New 
Testament without any addition or subtraction as a 
guide, and love the Lord can be united in one holy 
and happy brotherhood without any sacrifice of 
truth or conscience .... 

There is but one pathway to unity among God's 
people; there is but one rule that can make us one in 
Christ jesus; only one way that can bring salvation to 
the world. All must exalt the supremacy of the word of 
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God and keep opinions private; no one should propa
gate his opinions in "the areas of silence," but ac
knowledge the leadership of Christ and love each 
other as brethren in order to enjoy Christian unity .... 

When Martin Luther was summoned by imperial 
authority before the Diet of Worms and asked to re
cant what he had said, he closed his speech with 
these immortal words: "Unless you confute me by ar
guments drawn from the scripture, I cannot and will 
not recant anything; for my conscience is a captive to 
God's word, and it is neither safe nor right to go 
against conscience. Here I take my stand - I can do 
no otherwise. So help me God. Amen!" 

Postscript 

The venerable B.C. Goodpasture reproduced the 
speech of H. Leo Boles in its entirety in the pages of 
the Gospel Advocate, and said: 

"The foregoing address ... produced a profound 
impression on the minds of those who heard it. A.T. 
DeGroot, in the Christian Evangelist of May 11, 
said: 'The strongest language employed at the con
ference, other than in the expected warmth of some 
exchanges in the open forums, came in the address 
of H. Leo Boles, of Nashville, Tenn.' The Christian 
Standard of May 13 carried the observation that H. 
Leo Boles was 'outspoken in argument.' W.L. Totty, 
of Beech Grove, Ind., summed up the matter in these 
words: 'The meeting reached its zenith the afternoon 
of the second day when H. Leo Boles spoke for an 
hour and thiry-one minutes. He told them in no un
certain terms what had caused the division and what 
it would take to bring about unity that if they ex
pected a compromise they were mistaken. Perhaps 
no greater address has been given since the Restora
tion, especially at a time when they were attempting 
to win us by smooth sayings."' 

Brother Boles has presented the only safe and ac
ceptable grounds of unity. He has sounded the tocsin 
of war - a war of extermination on all forms of in
novation and compromise. It will likely be a long 
time before we see a clearer or more courageous pre
sentation of the issues involved. 

The extensive circulation of this address will be 
productive of much good. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Another Call for Compromise 
By David R. Pharr 

J
eff Walling, pulpit minister of the Providence 
Road Church of Christ in Charlotte, N.C., was 
the keynote speaker at the North American 
Christian Convention held recently in Louis

ville, Ky. His speech urged acceptance between in
strumental and a cappella congregations, according 
to a report in The Christian Chronicle (August). This 
acceptance, he stressed, was more than friendship 
and just being nice to one another. He was calling for 
full fellowship, which means approval of those who 
use instrumental music in worship. 

"Walling said that he, too, once be lieved that a 
cap pella singing was the only way to worship," ac
cording to the Chronicle. He has made it clear on 
other occasions that he does not regard instrumental 
music as unscriptural. We cannot judge motives, but 
we can observe effects. And the implications of his 
statements are negative and harsh against those of us 
who sincerely believe music is a scriptural issue. 
Though cloaked in pietistic appeals for unity 
(union?), his pronouncements are really attacks 
against faithful churches of Christ. The effect is the 
undermining of sound brethren. Congregations that 
are already doctrinally weak may be pushed over the 
edge. Some churches of Christ may cease to exist be
cause of the influence of such messages. Brother 
Walling has gone over to the digressive side and 
joined the battle against the churches of Christ. 

The North American Christian Convention is a 
meeting of members of the independent Christian 
Church, sometimes also identified as "Church of 
Christ, Instrumental." Seven thousand people heard 
brother Walling challenge attendees "to go home and 
shape the future of our brotherhood for ou~ chil
dren." This was an undisguised plea that non-mstru
mental brethren should recognize the legitimacy of 
the use of instrumental music in churches that choose 
to use it. The Chronicle said: "Almost everyone in the 
audience - which convention organizers said in
cluded as many as 1,000 members of a cappella con
gregations- stood and accepted the challenge." 

As a demonstration of willingness to surrender the 
non-instrumental position, praise teams provided 
both instrumental and a cappella renditions. Included 

was a "modern-day 'Rock of Ages,"' accompanied by 
piano, drums, electric guitars, a trombone, a trumpet, 
and tambourines. 

Bible Swap Symbolism 
In an emotion grabbing symbolism, Walling gave his 
personal Bible, which had been given to him by his 
mother in memory of his deceased father, to Dave 
Stone, a Christian Church preacher. Then Stone gave 
Walling his Bible and said, "The great thing about 
these Bibles is that they are exactly the same." All of 
that may seem touching, and we are sure there were 
many smiles and tears, but when the sentimentalism 
is done, the fact remains that neither Walling's nor 
Stone's Bible authorizes instrumental music in Chris
tian worship. Worship in spirit and in truth is not de
termined by symbolic gestures. Royce Money and 
Mike Westerfield, presidents of ACU and Rochester 
College also participated in the Bible-swapping cer
emony along with Marvin Phillips, organizer of the 
Tulsa Workshop. The one thing that nobody did was 
to open those Bibles and read a text that authorizes 
instruments. Not only that, it appears that nobody 
even asked for such a text. Sad indeed that the bibli
cal objections to the practice which fostered the divi
sion - instrumental music in worship - were sim
ply ignored. There was only brother Walling's proc
lamation that he no longer believes that it matters. 

'rhy 
~gdom 

Game 
by David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premillenialism, 
rapture , and the thousand-year reign? Is the kingd~m 
coming or is it here already? Will some be left beh1nd? 
Get your Bible and get the facts as you study .this timely 
subject with David Pharr. Thirteen chapters With 
questions. 0929540395, paperback, 154 pgs. 

$8.95 plus 3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
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Playing the Grace Card 
Brother Walling used the same hackneyed grace ploy 
which is the favored dodge for those who find them
selves without a biblical answer. This is a device which 
has sentimental appeal by arguing that our own hu
man imperfections preclude our being opposed to er
rors in others. It says, "I'm not okay; so you must be 
okay!" He explained how he had come to accept in
strumental music because he said that "God had 
helped him grow to understand that grace, not perfect 
doctrine, saves Christians." Thoughtful readers may 
grasp that this seems to mean that instrumental music 
is not "perfect doctrine" and that since it is not, it must 
be trusted that God's grace will overlook it. Grace 
pardons our confessed transgressions, but grace never 
converts vain worship into true worship. 

To this he added that members of both fellow
ships have suffered from "we've got it right" disease 
and "legalism deep in our veins." This is, of course, 
hardly a vague accusation against those of us who 
honestly consider instrumental music to be unscrip
tural. Are we to assume that one cannot be humble 
and at the same time stand for the truth? Is it a "dis
ease" of "legalism" to insist that the Bible way is the 
only right way? Are his Christian Church friends in
fected with the disease of legalism when they reject 
infant baptism on the basis that it is nowhere autho
rized in scripture? Does the Christian Church suffer 
from the "we've got it right" disease when they ac
cept immersion only? 

Brother Walling is a skilled communicator and 
has a persuasive personality. His rhetoric would be 
persuasive for a receptive audience when he sug
gested that if somebody says a brother is "'in error' 
you tell him, 'Do we have any other kind?'" "We are 
all in error," he added. "That's why we come every 
Sunday to say, 'God, forgive us."' 

The grace card works well with people who are 
satisfied with a cursory dismissal of the issues in
volved. Using the point that we are all "in error" and 
that we all have to ask for God's forgiveness, he im
plied that we need to overlook practices and doc
trines which we find to be unscriptural. Certainly 
none will argue for personal perfection, but does the 
fact of our own personal mistakes mean that we must 
overlook any and every sin and error? Does our need 
for the grace of forgiveness mean that we ought not 
oppose any false doctrine, or any unscriptural inno
vation, or any unauthorized acts of worship? Are 
compromisers willing to apply the same grace card 
of open fellowship to churches that sprinkle in place 
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of baptism? or don't baptize at all? If my personal 
need for grace requires overlooking the error of in
strumental music, why doesn't it also require over
looking every religious practice for which there is no 
authority in God's word? 

Tradition or Convidion 

The president of the North American Christian Con
vention ("president"?) said he hopes the Bible swap
ping gesture [and the acceptance it symbolizes] will be 
repeated across the nation. I am thinking that it will 
be. Which cities and which congregations will be first? 

Now, let's make sure we understand the proto
col. A congregation which does not use instruments 
in worship is supposed to invite folk from an instru
mental group for an acceptance session (or visa 
versa). Some symbolism, such as a Bible swap, might 
be used or there might be simply a self-depreciating 
apology for opposing the use organs and pianos. 
This means giving up opposition to what they once 
knew was an unscriptural innovation. If, on the 
other hand, the instrumental people initiate these 
meetings, it may not be necessary for them to apolo
gize for anything. After all, they are not being ex
pected to give up anything in their practice. But they 
can be gracious in their acceptance of those a 
cappella brethren who are willing to compromise. In 
view of how it was done at Louisville, this would 
seem to be the protocol if such symbolic Bible swaps 
are repeated over the country. 

Brethren, we need to realize that there is a differ
ence between a congregation being a cappella by tra
dition and a congregation being a cappella by convic
tion. If our position is out of conviction, we dare not 
surrender it. And it is a matter of conviction! It is the 
same conviction which was held by the apostolic 
church. It is the same conviction that was held for 
centuries even in the apostate Roman church. It was 
the conviction held by many Protestant churches 
prior to the 19th century. It was the conviction held 
by most in the restoration movement until concern 
for Bible authority was mitigated by concern for 
worldly acceptance. 

The same issue of The Christian Chronicle has an 
interview with Alan Highers which focused on the is
sue of fellowship and instrumental music. Brother 
Highers stated our position well: "Why are the propo
nents of this unity effort unwilling to talk about the 
real cause of the division? They seem to want to call a 
big meeting and simply announce that there is unity. 
That will not work for most Churches of Christ. We 



have been trained to seek 'book, chapter and verse."' 
When asked whether our young people accept the 
arguments against instrumental music, he gave this 
sad, but probable response: "Most of our young 
people have never even heard arguments against in
strumental music. Many of them have grown up with
out ever hearing a sermon on the subject." 

It is one thing to be a cappella because that is 
what we have always been; it is quite another thing 
to be a cappella because we have been taught the dif-

ference between authorized and unauthorized acts of 
worship. Those who are non-instrumental by tradi
tion instead of conviction will likely soon surrender 
to these appeals for pseudo unity. And when the ris
ing untaught generation can have its way, organs, 
guitars, drums and cymbals will be welcomed accom
paniments for their "praise teams." 

1506 Sprittgsteen Rd. 
Rock Hill, SC 29730 
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Our Problem Discovered 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Aour change agents analyze the church to find 
that which is wrong with her they come up 

. with some interesting findings. For example, 
Bro. Lynn Anderson in his seminal book, Navigating 
the Winds of Change explains that a primary reason 
that some folks leave the church and others fail to 
enter, is that our appeal has been almost totally to 
those who are "left-brain" people. Since psychologists 
tell us that roughly half of humanity are "right-brain" 
people, we will miss half the population unless we 
adopt the recommended changes. Now for those not 
schooled in modern psychology and human physiol
ogy, Bro. Anderson explains that typically left
brainers include accountants, computer whizzes, sur
geons, scientists and scholars, while typical right
brainers are artists, musicians, poets or preachers (p. 
104). Worship such as we have offered to God for 
hundreds of years he categorizes as left-brain worship. 
Such things as congregational singing, prayers lifted 
up by a godly brother, communion observed in quiet 
contemplation, and preaching that presents God's 
will to intelligent minds he considers to be left-brain. 
What change agents want is a healthy dose of spirited 
songs with much repetition and clapping of hands. 
Prayers that might include women leading them. 
Preaching that rings with jokes and stories that make 
people laugh or cry and not too much scripture. They 
want to make some adjustments to the Lord's Supper, 
like having it in conjunction with a common meal, 
with much joy and laughter. This, they say, would ap
peal to our right-brained brothers and neighborhood 
sinners whose brains lean to the right. 

By further analysis they claim to have found the 
source and cause of all our left-brain emphasis and 
consequent failure. John Locke, the famous 17th_ 
century English philosopher was a "left-brain" 
thinker and writer. Thomas Campbell read his 
books and fell under his influence. When he came to 
America, he brought Locke's left-brain thinking with 
him. To make matters worse, when Campbell's son 
Alexander came to join his father, the old man had 
him study the writings of John Locke. That was peg 
on which our back-to-the-Bible restoration move-

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 
0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 

James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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ment was hung (Ibid. p. 109). Consequently all 
preachers among us, until our current class of change 
agents came of age, were unconsciously and hope
lessly victims of John Locke's left-brain mistake. 
Fortunately for the church, some of our universities 
are now producing a new brand of brilliant young 
preachers who are right-brained and sensitive to the 
needs of those like them. They are di ligently work
ing to remake the church to meet their needs and ex
pectations. (I do speak with great sarcasm!) 

For those few non-philosophers among us, I 
share a bit of information about John Locke. Locke 
is credited as "the first philosopher of the Enlight
enment." "H e founded a tradition of thought that 
would span three centu ries ... " "Locke formu lated 
the classic expression of liberalism, which was to in 
spire both the shapers of the American Revolu tion 
and the authors of the U.S. Constitution." Con
cerning his views on religion, we are told, "Locke's 
reaction against the 'enthusiasm' of the seers in his 
youth had been sharp, and he disliked religious fa
naticism throughout his life" In his The Reasonable
ness of Christianity, Locke insisted that "Two essen
tials, and two alone, ... are involved in being a Chris
tian: first, that a man should accept Christ as God's 
Messiah and, second, that he should live in accor
dance with Christ's teaching" "Christianity, though 
reasonable, needs revelation as well as reason, for 
human reason alone is inadequate; there is an expe
rience of God 'through His Spirit' without wh ich all 
religion his empty . .. . Each individua l is a moral be
ing, responsible before God, and this presupposes 
freedom" (The Encyclopedia Britannica Vol. 23: pp. 
232-233, 1989 edition). 

Now consider the following lines from this wise 
man: 

14 

But since men are so solicitous about the rrue 
church, I would only ask them here, by the 
way, if ir be not more agreeable to the Chu rch 
o f Christ to make the conditions of her com
munion consist in such things, and such things 
only, as the Holy Spiri t has in the H oly Scrip
tures declared, in express words, to be neces· 
sary to salvati on; I ask, I say, w hether this be 
nor more agreeable to rhe Church of Christ 
than for men to impose their own inventions 
and interpretations upon others as if they 
were of Divine autho rity, and to establ ish by 
ecclesiastical laws, as absolutely necessary ro 
the profession of Christianity, such things as 
rhe Holy Scriptures do either not mention, or 
at least not expressly command? (fhe Reason
ableness of Christianity) . 
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Where is the flaw in his recommendations? 
These concepts are true, not because John Locke 
wrote them, but because they reflect solid biblical 
principles. If John Locke had never been born, had 
he never uttered his famous lines, it would still be 
true that man's greatest need is to honor that which 
the Holy Spirit has decla red in the Holy Scripture 
and to refuse to be bound by the inventions and in
terpretations of others as if they were of Divine au
thority- that we should reject all things in religion 
not mentioned or expressly set forth in scripture. 

I find it remarkable that men whose brightest 
thoughts are but dim candles compared to those of 
the brilliant John Locke, presume to belittle and ridi
cu le his great and true statement that we need to go 
by the Bible only and be no more nor less than the 
chu rch described therein. I shudder to think what 
the consequences would have been had they been 
the intellectual leaders of our brethren in those early 
years. 

What will yours be? 

12630 West Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 
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What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 

Firm Foundation, Legacy 
Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 
(281 469-3540 • had@att.net 



The Marks of Jesus 
By Owen Cosgrove 

Early Christians in the area of Galatia caused 
some consternation to the apostle Paul as 
they drifted away from the purity of the gos

pel that he had preached to them. H e wrote to them 
and told them that he was amazed that they were so 
quickly departing from the truth that they had re
ceived. 

The apostle warned them that if anyone, even an 
angel from heaven, taught them any other gospel 
than the one he had taught and that they had re
ceived, that the false teacher would be accursed. He 
wrote of his concern that he may have bestowed la
bor on them in vain and told them that those who 
sought justification except through the gospel of 
Christ wou ld fall from grace. With all of his rebuking 
these wayward disciples he then asks, ''Am I become 
your enemy because I tell you the truth?" 

Paul closes the ep istle to the Galatians rather 
abruptly telling them, "From henceforth let no man 
trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus." 

Some have preached lessons on "The Marks of 
Jesus" using such topics as the mark of love, the 
mark of sincerity, the mark of honesty, etc. This may 
be an interesting way to develop a topical sermon, 
but it stretches the meaning of the original text. 

Here the Greek word for marks is "stigma," re
ferring to marks or brands put on slaves and some
times on criminals in order to identify them in some 
special way. It is very unlikely that Paul put any tat
toos or other body markings upo n himself, since 
such were strictly forbidden by the Mosaic law under 
which he had grown up (Lev. 19 :28). 

Some commentators think that Paul is here refer
ring to scars left by the severe persecutions that he 
had undergone as a preacher of the gospel of Christ. 
He had been scourged and abused at various places. 
In 2 Corinthians 11, he speaks of being imprisoned 
often. Five times he had been beaten with 39 stripes, 
and these were not mere spankings. Three times he 
was punished with "rods," a device used by the Ro
mans to inflict severe punishment. Once he was 
stoned and left for dead. All of these things were 
written about in about A.D. 58 ten years before his 

death in Rome in A.D. 68, and so it is reasonable to 
believe that he could add many other sufferings to 
this list before his martyrdom. 

Probably Paul had scars all over his body to re
mind him of places like Philippi and Lystra and 
Jerusalem where he had been physically assaulted for 
his faith. 

Someone has said that Christianity has come to 
us on rivers of blood and sweat and tears. How could 
those ea rly disciples bear the crosses of persecution 
put upon them? What made them endure when it 
would have been so easy to give up? 

There were two great incentives and ideals that 
drove people like Paul and other early Christians. 
One was the persistent remembering of Jesus and his 
magnificent sacrifice at Calvary. The other was the 
hope of going to haven and being with God forever. 
Paul wrote at about the same time he wrote Gala
tians, on his third missionary journey, "For I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present time are not wor
thy to be compared with the glory which shall be re
vealed in us" (Rom. 8:11). 

Some day, the faithful C hristian will be privi
leged to trade his cross of suffering for the crown of 
life. "Oh, for such a faith as this, and then whate'er 
may come, we'll taste e'en here the hallowed bliss of 
an eternal home." 206 Spring Creek Dr. 

Waxahachie, TX. 75165 

The Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use In high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 
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$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Baptists 
Compiled, arranged, written, and edited by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Some Baptists believe that there has been an un
broken succession of Baptist churches from 
the days of John the baptist and the apostles of 

Christ. 
Others trace their origin to the Anabaptists, a 

16th-century Protestant movement. Most scholars 
agree that Baptists originated within 17th-century Pu
ritanism as an offshoot of Congregationalism. 

There were two groups in early Baptist church 
life: the Particular Baptists and the General Baptists. 
The Particular Baptists adhered to the doctrine of a 
particular atonement - that Christ died only for the 
elect - and followed the Reformation teachings of 
John Calvin; the General Baptists held to the doc
trine of a general atonement - that Christ died for 
all people . . . not only for the elect - and repre
sented the more moderate Calvinism of Jacobus 
Arminius, a 17th-century Dutch theologian. The Gen
eral Baptists had emerged from the English Separat
ists, 1 whereas the Particular Baptists had their roots 
in non-Separatist independency. 

Both the Separatists and the non-Separatists were 
Congregationalists. 2 They believed that churches 
should be self-governing bodies composed of believ
ers only. 

During the following decades the vitality of the 
General Baptists was drained by the inroads of skep
ticism, and their churches generally dwindled and 
died or became Unitarian. The Particular Baptists re
treated into a defensive, rigid hyper-Calvinism. 
Among the Particular Baptists in England renewal 
came as a result of the influence of the Evangelical 
Revival, with a new surge of growth. 

Baptist churches, generally, accept the basic te
nets of the 16th-century Reformation as re-stated by 
John Calvin (justification by faith only, the authority 
of the Scriptures, and the priesthood of the believer) 

but have added other beliefs and practices, including 
baptism of believers by immersion only, and the au
tonomy of the local church. 

In the late 1990s there were about 43 million 
Baptists worldwide, with 162,000 congregations. 
The majority of Baptists are distributed in 14 major 
groups in the United States (Primitive, Freewill, Or
thodox, North American, Southern Convention, 
Missionary, Regular, etc.); each of these has spawned 
other groups with their idiosyncrasies promoting the 
total number of Baptist churches into the hundreds. 
Still, the fundamental teaching is about the same, be
cause they all cling to Calvinism's TULIP3 (there are 
some rare exceptions to this). 

Baptists believe in a church composed only of 
individuals professing to be born-again - that is, 
persons who claim a personal experience of grace 
(through a direct and immediate operation of the 
Holy Spirit). Individuals join local congregations vol
untarily following (1) repentance, (2) faith only and 
(3) forgiveness or justification - their order is re
pent, believe, saved (though illogical Baptists put re
pentance before faith). 

Baptists believe that baptism in water is a symbol 
of salvation previously received, and is for member
ship in a local congregation, which may be trans
ferred from congregation to congregation by letter. 
This is in contrast to a state church, in which all who 
are born within a given geographical territory be
come church members automatically, or a church in 
which infants who are sprinkled are considered 
members. 

The Baptist emphasis on believers' baptism, by 
immersion rather than by sprinkling, implies suffi
cient maturity to make a religious decision and is a 
specific rejection of infant baptism. Baptists say in
fants have no comprehension of repentance and 

1 Separatists, dissenters who withdrew from the Church of England during the 16th and 17th centuries because of their dissatisfaction with the ritual 
used in worship and with the state control of religion in England. 
1 Protestant denomination with a system of government in which each local church governs itself- autonomous 
3 TULIP is an acronym for Iotal depravity; !lnlimited predestination, Limited atonement, Irresistible grace, and ~erseverance of the saved, which 
boils down to the idea that if you are of the elect you will be saved and cannot be lost, and if you are of the reprobate you are lost and cannot be 
saved. 
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faith; consequently, they reserve the ordinance of 
baptism until a time of understanding (usually early 
teenage years and sometimes pre-teens), when join
ing the church will be a personal choice. Baptists be
lieve that no biblical precedent exists for the baptism 
of infants. Immersion is employed because it most 
closely follows the example of Jesus when he was 
baptized by John the baptist and because it corre
sponds symbolically with the death, burial, and res
urrection of Jesus as well as with the Pauline symbol
ism of the "death" of the old, selfish nature and the 
"resurrection" of the new, unselfish individual. Bap
tists do not, however, consider baptism essential to 
salvation; rather, they view it as an ordinance that 
makes public confession of a salvation already re
ceived, and for admission into a particular congrega
tion of Baptists. 

Baptists observe the ordinance of the Lord's Sup
per, or communion; many congregations do so on 
the first Sunday of each month. They interpret this as 
a memorial experience, with the bread and fruit of 
the vine being symbolic of the flesh and blood of 
Jesus. 

The Bible is regarded by Baptists as the ultimate 
religious authority in matters of faith and practice, 
but also subscribe to the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and The New Hampshire Confession of Faith. 

Baptists believe in the autonomy of the local 
church, which is the key unit in Baptist polity. The 
local church ordains and calls its own preacher (of
ten called "the pastor") and theoretically a congrega
tion may dismiss its preacher. No power- ecclesias
tical or secular- may dictate to a local Baptist con
gregation. Voluntarily, however, most Baptist 
churches unite with other Baptist churches in asso
ciations, state gatherings, national conventions, and 
the Baptist World Alliance for the purposes of fel
lowship, mutual assistance, and the support of com
mon educational, evangelistic, and missionary goals. 

John Smyth and Thomas Helwys, English 
separatists of Congregational persuasion, founded 
the first Baptist church at Amsterdam in 1609. 
Smyth eventually applied to join the Mennonites, 
and Helwys returned to an unfriendly England. 
There, in 1611 or 1612, he led a small group of 
Christians in establishing the first Baptist church on 
English soil, at Spitalfields, near London. As they 
grew in number, English Baptists came to be divided 
between General Baptists and Particular Baptists. 
The former, who were Arminians, believed that the 
spiritual benefits of the death of Jesus applied poten-

tially to all people; the latter believed, with the Cal
vinists, that those benefits applied only to the elect. 
Eventually these two groups united in the 19th cen
tury. 

In America Baptists experienced their greatest 
growth. Roger Williams, an English Puritan clergy
man, founded the first Baptist church in America at 
Providence, Rhode Island, in 163 9. About the same 
time, physician and minister John Clarke established 
a Baptist congregation at Newport, Rhode Island. 
Baptist growth accelerated in the 18th century, largely 
as a result of the movement known as the Great 
Awakening. In the 19'h century the Baptists split over 
the issue of slavery. This led to the formation of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1845. In 1907 the 
northern Baptists drew together their various educa
tional and missionary societies to form the Northern 
Baptist Convention (now the American Baptist 
Churches in the U.S.A.). In the midst of their 
growth, the Baptists had a strong appeal for mem
bers of the black community, due to evangelistic out
reach, and emotional appeal. 

The four largest Baptist denominations in the 
United States (according to their membership in 
1999) were the Southern Baptist Convention (15.9 
million); the American Baptist Churches in the 
U.S.A. (1.5 million); the National Baptist Conven
tion, U.S.A. Inc. (8.5 million); and the National Bap
tist Convention of America (3 .1 million). The latter 
two are black Baptist groups. The Southern Baptist 
Convention (SBC) is the only major Protestant de
nomination not affiliated with the National Council 
of Churches or the World Council of Churches. 

Theologically, the issue of biblical inerrancy is 
staunchly held by Baptists, except the American Bap
tist Churches in the U.S.A, which has a dwindling 
membership; it is liberal, rejecting the inerrancy of 
the original manuscripts of the Bible, and is a mem
ber of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. and of the World Council of Churches. 

The Credibility of the Church 
by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. 
Emphasis is on matters that reflect our credibility and consis
tency in the eyes of the world. BKTF01-CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Current Conditions 
Initially Baptists were characterized theologically by 
strong to moderate Calvinism. By 18 00 this older 
tradition was beginning to be replaced by evangelical 
doctrines fashioned by the leaders of the evangelical 
revival in England and the Great Awakening in the 
United States. 

By 1900 the older Calvinism had almost com
pletely disappeared, and Evangelicalism was domi
nant. The conciliatory tendency of Evangelicalism 
and its almost complete preoccupation with "heart 
religion" and the experience of conversion largely 
denuded it of any solid theological structure, thereby 
opening the door to a new theological current that 
subsequently became known as Modernism. 

Modernism, which was an attempt to adjust the 
Christian faith to the new intellectual climate, made 
large inroads among the Baptists. Many Baptists re
garded these views as a threat to the uniqueness of 
the Christian revelation, and the counter-reaction 
that was precipitated became known as Fundamen
talism (a movement emphasizing biblical literalism). 
The Baptist modernists have dwindled, and the Bap
tist evangelicals have flourished. 

Teaching 
The coherence of the Baptists is based on six convic
tions they hold in common. 

• The supreme authority of the Bible in all mat
ters of faith and practice, although Baptists generally 
subscribe to the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
and the New Hampshire Confession (adopted by 
Convention 1833). 

FLORIDA 
ScaooL OF PREACHING 

1807 South Florida Avenue • Lakeland Florida 33803 
(800) 320·9780 • www.fsop.net • fsop@gte.net 
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• Churches composed of believers only. Baptists 
insist that a church is composed only of those who 
have been "gathered by Christ." Membership of a 
church is restricted to those who give clear evidence 
of their Christian experience (sometimes called "ex
perience of grace"), which is a supposed direct infu
sion of the Holy Spirit into the sinner, bringing the 
gifts of repentance, faith, and salvation. Justification 
is by grace alone through faith only. 

• Believer's baptism - this is the most con
spicuous conviction of Baptists - they steadfastly re
ject the baptism of infants. 

• The doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, 
but they have no unique priestly status. 

• Independence of the local church (autonomy). 
• Separation of church and state. 

Errors 
• Baptist churches are basically Calvinistic, 

holding to the TULIP, which sets out the five major 
points of Calvinism - Babies are born with the guilt 
of Adam's sin and are unsaved; absolute predestina
tion of the saved and the lost (this occurred before 
creation); Jesus did not die for all, but only for those 
predestined to be saved (some Baptist teach a modi
fied version of predestination, but this teaching is 
inconsistent); the Holy Spirit comes directly into the 
life of all who are predestined to eternal salvation -
the Spirit brings to the lost person the free gift of 
faith, ability to love God, the gift of repentance and 
salvation; once a person is saved, he cannot be lost. 

• Baptists use mechanical instruments of music 
in their public worship assemblies. The Bible tells us 
to make music by singing (Eph. 5:18-19; Col. 3:16-
17) 

• Baptists deny the essentiality of baptism, say
ing it is a symbolic act to give evidence to others that 
a person is already saved. 

• Baptists correctly hold to congregational au
tonomy, which likely came to them through the in
fluence of the Congregationalists. 

• Baptists are generally good and honest, but are 
so fiercely committed to Calvinism that their eyes 
are blinded. 

Sources: Encarta Reference Library; Encyclope
dia Britannica; Internet (various Baptist Church 
sites); Hiscox Standard Baptist Manual; Baptist Con
fessions, Covenants, and Catechisms aohn A. 
Broadus). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston~ TX 77269-0192 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be 81 FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
!resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

. lion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 

September 2006 19 
Firm Foundation 



Inexcusable Excuses 
By Terry R. Townsend 

Have you ever thought about what folks 
might say to God at judgment for their 
failure to obey him? It's sobering, isn't it, 

to know there's a coming judgment - a day in 
which all men will give account of themselves to the 
Lord! Paul writes, ~'For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). Let's 
consider a few inexcusable excuses. 

Without question, millions of people will blame 
their lack of obedience on preachers. Unfortunately, 
millions today put more faith in mortal man than 
they do God. Yet, the Bible is abundantly clear that 
one must be a doer of the word and not a hearer only 
Games 1:21-25). False teachers are deceiving mil
lions into thinking they have "peace and safety," 
when in reality they're on a collision course with de
struction (1 Thess. 5:1-3; 2 Pet. 2:1-3). Thus, it be
hooves us to test the spirits (1 John 4:1; Acts 17:11). 
Blaming false teachers at Judgment will be an inex
cusable excuse. 

There will be many on the Day of Judgment 
blaming the weather for their lack of involvement in 
the Lord's work. When asked why they fail to par
ticipate in spiritual activities, many blame mother na
ture - too hot in summer, too cold in winter, too 
wet in spring, too windy in fall, etc. If truth be told, 
people will do whatever their hearts so desire! In
clement weather does not negate one's responsibility 
to serve God (1 Cor. 15:5 8). Blaming the weather at 
Judgment will be an inexcusable excuse. 

Undoubtedly, millions will blame their parents at 
Judgment for their failure to do God's will. How of
ten have I heard non-members say the following in a 
Bible study, "I see what you're saying, but if what I 
believe was good enough for dad and mom, it's good 
enough for me!" But what if dad and mom were 
wrong? Will God still grant you entrance into 
Heaven despite your failure to obey that which you 
knew to be true? The Bible says that one must obey 
Christ above all else, including family (cf. Luke 9:57-
62; 14:26-35). In matters of faith; who should we ul
timately listen to? Parents or Christ? Obviously, the 
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answer is Jesus (Matt. 17:5; Heb. 1:1-3). Putting the 
blame on parents for your lack of obedience will be 
an inexcusable excuse. 

Others at Judgment will use the excuse of profes
sion for their failing to do the Father's Will. I'm sure 
some will say, "I would have obeyed and served you 
Lord, but my job wouldn't allow it." Truth be told, 
millions are more interested in money than they are 
in God. Paul had it right when he penned, "But those 
who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a 
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the 
love .of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 
through this craving that some have wandered away 
from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pangs" (1 Tim. 6:9-10 ESV). Jesus said that we're to 
"seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous
ness" (Matt. 6:33). To blame one's profession at 
Judgment will be an inexcusable excuse. 

I'm sure that on Judgment Day some will use their 
lack of earthly substance (poverty) as an excuse for 
their failing to do the will of God. Some will probably 
say, "Lord, I wasn't as blessed as others; thus, I didn't 
do all I could." I wonder if God will have standing 
beside Him the widow who gave two mites as an ex
ample to those making such excuses (cf. Mark 12:41-
44)? The Lord expects us to do what we can with what 
we have (Matt. 25:14ff). Blaming our lack of service 
on poverty will be an inexcusable excuse. 

Another excuse many will make at Judgment will 
be that of persecution. I can hear some now, "Lord, I 
would,ve served You, but I didn,t because I feared per
secution." But didn't he tell us in his word that Chris
tians would be mistreated on occasion (cf John 15 :20; 
2 Tim. 3:12). Didn't he assure us his presence, protec
tion, and panoply to help us overcome (cf. Matt. 
28:20; Heb. 13:5-6; Eph. 6:10ff)? Jesus said, '~nd 
fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to de
stroy both soul and body in hell', (Matt. 10:28). Thus, 
fear of persecution as a defense for failing to obey God 
will be an inexcusable excuse on Judgment Day. 

Finally, millions will offer unto God the excuse 
of procrastination; that is, many will say, ~'I wanted 



to obey You Lord, but I simply ran out of time!" I 
wonder if Felix will be among the masses who will 
make such an excuse (Acts 24:25)? The Lord is pa
tient, and he gives men ample time to obey (cf. 2 Pet. 
3:9-14); thus, to use procrastination as a reason for 
failing to obey will be an inexcusable excuse on Judg
ment Day. 

Simply put, we can make all the excuses we want 
to as to why we fail to do God's Will; however, on 
the Day of Judgment, God's answer to such excuses 
will be this: 

"Depart from me, ye that work iniquity!" 
2515 Lawson Mill Rd. 

McMinnville, TN 37110-5073 
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The Sinner's Prayer 
By Stephen Wiggins 

In his recent autobiography, Heartbreak & 
Triumph, professional wrestler Shawn Michaels 
tells how he became a "born again" Christian 

by saying "The Sinner's Prayer" (pp. 311-314 ). Mr. 
Michaels goes on to relate how this prayer is made 
up of three parts inclusive of confessing you are a 
sinner, professing your faith in Christ, and then ac
cepting Jesus as your personal Savior. He further 
states that whereas he was baptized "as part of my 
rebirth" it is actually the saying of the "Sinner's 
Prayer" that saves you. As sincere and honest as Mr. 
Michaels might be in his newfound religion I must 
say with the deepest sympathy that he is woefully 
mistaken in this matter. 

Nowhere on any page of the New Testament did 
any inspired apostle ever tell any alien sinner to utter 
a prayer in order to be saved. This is simply not what 
the Bible teaches. I will offer one thousand dollars to 
anyone who can find any such passage within the 
Bible. Mr. Michaels has accepted the erroneous de
nominational concept of salvation by "faith only." 
This is the idea that when you make the mental deci
sion to accept Jesus into your heart as your personal 
Savior that at that moment you are saved, without 
any other acts of obedience. 

Jesus did speak of the necessity of one being 
"born again" Uohn 3:3-5). But this happens when 
one is "born of water and the Spirit" to enter God's 
kingdom, Christ's church. This spiritual birth takes 
place when the penitent individual confesses their 
faith in Christ and is immersed in the watery grave of 
baptism and raised with Christ to walk a new life. 
When those on the day of Pentecost ask what they 
must do to be saved from the consequences of their 
own sins Peter did not instruct them to utter a so-

called Sinner's Prayer. Such a concept is foreign to 
the preaching of the apostles and must be considered 
false doctrine by every sincere student of the Bible. 
Rather Peter told his audience of sin-stricken believ
ers to "repent and be baptized for the remission of 
your sins." The Bible then informs us that those who 
"gladly received his word were baptized." This is 
how people obeyed the gospel and were saved under 
the preaching of inspired apostles. Make sure not to 
allow yourself to be deceived by the denominational 
errors of the day such as the bogus "Sinner's Prayer." 

The "sinner's prayer" today is really a holdover 
from the days when denominationalism practiced 
"praying through" at the mourner's bench. In an
swer to a question dealing with the prayer of an alien 
sinner who mourns for his salvation brother David 
Lipscomb stated: 

God tells the believing mourner to be bap
tized, and in the washing of baptism God will 
forgive his sins. At the mourner's bench they 
are told to pray on until their sins are forgiven, 
while yet refusing to obey God. That is the sin 
of the Baptists, Methodists, and others on this 
subject. The sin is in teaching them that they 
can be pardoned while refusing to be baptized. 
If they connect prayer with obedience, it is all 
right; but prayer as a substitute for obedience 
is sin (Queries and Answers, p. 342). 

The Fourfold Gospel 
by J.W. McGarvey and Philip Pendleton 

A complete chronological life of Christ, divided into titled 
sections and sub-divisions, with comments interjected 
in the text. CMFE02, Hardback, 769 pgs. 

$29.99 • $6.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Rick Warren 
In another book, The Purpose Driven Life, popular 
denominational preacher Rick Warren attempts to 
relate to his readers what one must do to become a 
child of God. His book has sold over ten million 
copies and boasts of containing over a thousand 
scripture quotations and references. This volume 
would have easily provided a wonderful opportunity 
for preacher Warren to have taught literally millions 
of people the truth of the gospel. We are saddened to 
acknowledge, however, that such was far from being 
the case. Rather, Warren chooses to relate that same 
old worn ~ut and oft refuted "sinner's prayer" that 
we hear so many times from the false teachers of our 
day. 

Warren writes: "Wherever you are reading this, I 
invite you to bow your head and quietly whisper the 
prayer that will change your eternity: 'jesus, I believe -
in you and I receive you."' He goes on to state that 
"If you sincerely meant that prayer, congratulations! 
Welcome to the family of God!" {pp. 58-59). With a 
book that boasts of containing more than a thousand 
Bible references it is more than conspicuous that the 
au~hor cited not one biblical reference to show any 
scnptural support for teaching this "faith only" doc
trine. The reason he didn't is because the Bible no
where instructs the alien si~ner to utter a prayer to 
be saved. There is no such thing as a "sinner's 
prayer" in the Bible. Mr. Warren taught false doc
trine here, plain and simple. 

It is beyond me why these preachers don't simply 
tell people what to do to be saved like the inspired 
apostles of the first century. When the jailor asked, 
"what must I do to be saved?" Paul did not instruct 
him to say a "sinner's prayer." Rather, he preached 
that if the jailor and his family would believe in the 
Lord they would be saved. To "believe in the Lord" 
is. to accept the Savior and his gospel message by 
fa1th. It was then that the apostle proclaimed the gos
~el a~d "immediately he and all his family were bap
tl~ed {Acts 16:30-34). This corresponds perfectly 
w1th what the Savior had earlier said, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved" {Mark 
16:16). Why don't denominational preachers teach 
people what Jesus and his apostles taught pertaining 
to gospel obedience? They refuse to do so and jeop-
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ardize their own souls along with the souls of those 
who are deceived by their error. 

Max Lucado 

Let me now illustrate how this same denominational 
error has infiltrated the church via some of our more 
liberal minded preachers. One of the most promi
nent who was once associated with the churches of 
Christ is Max Lucado from San Antonio, Texas. He 
is a gifted speaker, a prolific writer, and profoundly 
successful when judged in light of worldly standards. 
In December of 1996 brother Lucado pulled an esca
pade that will not soon be forgotten among faithful 
brethren. Over the radio station KJAK in Lubbock, 
Texas he concluded his message by pleading with his 
listeners to pray, "I accept the gift of your Son on the 
cross for my sins. And I ask you Father to receive me 
as your child. Through Jesus I pray. Amen." Follow
ing a brief commercial message, the radio announcer 
t~en stated, "Now, Max Lucado returns with a spe
Cial word for those who received the gift of salvation 
just moments ago in prayer." It was at this time 
brother Lucado chirped, "I want to encourage you to 
be baptized ... But I don't want you to do any of that 
so that you will be saved. I want you to do all of that 
because you are saved." 
. This is wrong, brethren. It's just plain wrong. The 
reason I include this material is not because I have any 
ill will in my heart for brother Lucado. But rather that 
brethren may know that one of our most popular 
preachers ever affiliated with God's people has com
pletely apostatized from the faith. He no longer 
teaches the truth concerning what a person must do to 
be ~aved. He makes void the worship of God's people 
by Introducing unauthorized innovations such as me
chanical instruments of music. He has further made 
the conscious decision to disassociate himself from 
the churches of Christ by taking another name for his 
congregation. On one occasion the apostle John re
ferred to some of the false teachers of his day that had 
left the fellowship of God's people. He said it like this: 
"They went out from us, but they were not of us· for 
if they had been of us, they would have continued ~th 
us; but they went out, that they might be made mani
fest that they are not of us" {1 John 2: 19). It saddens 
the heart to reflect how that brother Lucado once 
preached the truth and enjoyed the warm fellowship 
of God's people. What a tragedy that he no longer 
does so. 105 East Planters 

San Augustine, TX 75972 
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(Charlotte Allen is Catholicism editor for Beliefnet 
and the author of The Human Christ: The Search for the Historical Jesus.) 

Liberal Christianity Is Paying for Its Sins 
·By Charlotte Allen 

T he accelerating fragmentation of the strife
torn Episcopal Church USA, in which sev
eral parishes and even a few dioceses are 

opting out of the church, isn't simply about gay bish
ops, the blessing of same-sex unions or the election 
of a woman as presiding bishop. It also is about the 
meltdown of liberal Christianity. 

Embraced by the leadership of all the mainline 
Protestant denominations, as well as large segments 
of American Catholicism, liberal Christianity has 
been hailed by its boosters for 40 years as the future 
of the Christian church. 

Instead, as all but a few die-hards now admit, 
all the mainline churches and movements within 
churches that have blurred doctrine and softened 
moral precepts are demographically declining and, in 
the case of the Episcopal Church, disintegrating. 

It is not entirely coincidental that at about the 
same time that Episcopalians, at their general conven
tion in Columbus, Ohio, were thumbing their noses at 
a directive from the worldwide Anglican Communion 
that they "repent" of confirming the openly gay 
Bishop V. Gene Robinson of New Hampshire three 
years ago, the Presbyterian Church USA, at its general 
assembly in Birmingham, Ala., was turning itself into 
the laughingstock of the blogosphere by tacitly ap
proving alternative designations for the supposedly 
sexist Christian Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Among the suggested names were "Mother, Child and 
Womb" and "Rock, Redeemer and Friend." Moved by 
the spirit of the Presbyterian revisionists, Beliefnet 
blogger Rod Dreher held a "Name That Trinity" con
test. Entries included "Rock, Scissors and Paper" and 
"Larry, Curly and Moe." 

Following the Episcopalian lead, the Presbyteri
ans also voted to give local congregations the free
dom to ordain openly cohabiting gay and lesbian 
ministers and endorsed the legalization of medical 
marijuana. (The latter may be a good idea, but it is 
hard to see how it falls under the theological purview 
of a Christian denomination.) 

The Presbyterian Church USA is famous for its 
1993 conference, cosponsored with the United 
Methodist Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and other mainline churches, in which 
participants "reimagined" God as "Our Maker 
Sophia" and held a feminist-inspired "milk and 
honey" ritual designed to replace traditional bread
and-wine Communion. 

As if to one-up the Presbyterians in jettisoning 
age-old elements of Christian belief, the Episcopa
lians at Columbus overwhelmingly refused even to 
consider a resolution affirming that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. When a Christian church cannot bring itself to 
endorse a bedrock Christian theological statement 
repeatedly found in the New Testament, it is not a 
serious Christian church. It's a Church of What's 
Happening Now, conferring a feel-good imprimatur 
on whatever the liberal elements of secular society 
deem permissible or politically correct. 

You want to have gay sex? Be a female bishop? 
Change God's name to Sophia? Go ahead. The just
elected Episcopal presiding bishop, Katharine 
J efferts Schori, is a one-woman combination of all 
these things, having voted for Robinson, blessed 
same-sex couples in her Nevada diocese, prayed to a 
female Jesus at the Columbus convention and invited 
former Newark, N.J., bishop John Shelby Spong, fa
mous for denying Christ's divinity, to address her 
priests. 

When a church doesn't take itself seriously, nei
ther do its members. It is hard to believe that as re
cently as 1960, members of mainline churches -
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans 
and the like - accounted for 40% of all American 
Protestants. Today, it's more like 12o/o (17 million 
out of 135 million). Some of the precipitous decline 
is due to lower birthrates among the generally blue
state mainliners, but it also is clear that millions of 
mainline adherents (and especially their children) 
have simply walked:ouiof the pews never to return. 
According to the Hartford Institute for Religious 
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Research, in 1965, there were 3.4 million Episcopa
lians; now, there are 2.3 million. The number of 
Presbyterians fell from 4.3 million in 1965 to 2.5 
million today. Compare that with 16 million mem
bers reported by the Southern Baptists. 

When your religion says "whatever" on doctrinal 
matters, regards Jesus as just another wise teacher, 
refuses on principle to evangelize and lets you do 
pretty much what you want, it's a short step to de
ciding that one of the things you don't want to do is 
get up on Sunday morning and go to church. 

It doesn't help matters that the mainline churches 
were pioneers in ordaining women to the clergy, to the 
point that 25% of all Episcopal priests these days are 
female, as are 29% of all Presbyterian pastors, accord
ing to the two churches. A causal connection between 
a critical mass of female clergy and a mass exodus 
from the churches, especially among men, would be 
difficult to establish, but is it entirely a coincidence? 
Sociologist Rodney Stark ("The Rise of Christianity") 
and historian Philip Jenkins ("The Next Christen
dom") contend that the more demands, ethical and 
doctrinal, that a faith places upon its adherents, the 
deeper the adherents' commitment to that faith. 
Evangelical and Pentecostal churches, which preach 
biblical morality, have no trouble saying that Jesus is 
Lord, and they generally eschew women's ordination. 
The churches are growing robustly, both in the United 
States and around the world. 

Despite the fact that median Sunday attendance 
at Episcopal churches is 80 worshipers, the Episco
pal Church, as a whole, is financially equipped to 
carry on for some time, thanks to its inventory of 
vintage real estate and huge endowments left over 
from the days (no more!) when it was the Republican 
Party at prayer. Furthermore, it has offset some of its 
demographic losses by attracting disaffected liberal 
Catholics and gays and lesbians. The less endowed 
Presbyterian Church USA is in deeper trouble. Just 
before its general assembly in Birmingham, it an
nounced that it would eliminate 7 5 jobs to meet a 
$9.15-million budget cut at its headquarters, the 
third such round of job cuts in four years. 

The Episcopalians have smells, bells, needlework 
cushions and colorfully garbed, Catholic-looking 
bishops as draws, but who, under the present cir
cumstances, wants to become a Presbyterian? 

Still, it must be galling to Episcopal liberals that 
many of the parishes and dioceses (including that of 
San Joaquin, Calif.) that want to pull out of the Epis
copal Church USA are growing instead of shrinking, 
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have live people in the pews who pay for the upkeep 
of their churches and don't have to rely on dead rich 
people. The 21-year-old Christ Church Episcopal in 
Plano, Texas, for example, is one of the largest Epis
copal churches in the country. Its 2,200 worshipers 
on any given Sunday are about equal to the number 
of active Episcopalians in Jefferts Schori's entire Ne
vada diocese. 

It's no surprise that Christ Church, like the other 
dissident parishes, preaches a very conservative the
ology. Its break from the national church came after 
Rowan Williams, archbishop of Canterbury and head 
of the Anglican Communion, proposed a two-tier 
membership in which the Episcopal Church USA and 
other churches that decline to adhere to traditional 
biblical standards would have "associate" status in 
the communion. The dissidents hope to retain full 
communication with Canterbury by establishing 
oversight by non-U.S. Anglican bishops. 

As for the rest of the Episcopalians, the phrase 
"deck chairs on the Titanic" comes to mind. A number 
of liberal Episcopal websites are devoted these days to 
dissing Peter Akinola, outspoken primate of the Angli
can diocese of Nigeria, who, like the vast majority of 
the world's 77 million Anglicans reported by the An
glican Communion, believes that "homosexual prac
tice" is "incompatible with Scripture" (those words 
are from the communion's 1998 resolution at the 
Lambeth conference of bishops). Akinola might have 
the numbers on his side, but he is now the Voldemort 
- no, make that the Karl Rove - of the U.S. Episco
pal world. Other liberals fume over a feeble last
minute resolution in Columbus calling for "restraint" 
in consecrating bishops whose lifestyle might offend 
"the wider church" - a resolution immediately ig
nored when a second openly cohabitating gay man 
was nominated for bishop of Newark. 

So this is the liberal Christianity that was sup
posed to be the Christianity of the future: disarray, 
schism, rapidly falling numbers of adherents, a col
lapse of Christology and national meetings that rival 
those of the Modern Language Assn. for their poten
tial for cheap laughs. And they keep telling the 
Catholic Church that it had better get with the lib
eral program - ordain women, bless gay unions and 
so forth - or die. Sure. 

[Brethren, we better take a good, hard look at 
this, and set our defenses in order, because Barbarians 
are at the gate- right now! It is time for $Oldiers of 
the cross to stand up and be counted- editor.] 



Tenth Annual 
Cold Harbor Road Lectureship 

-November 2·5, 2006-

-LET US OBSERVE-
-Lectures in Memory of Charles Wendell Winkler-

Thursday, Nov. 2 
7:30 p.m .......... Studying Sin Seriously .............................................. Michael Shepherd (Pensacola, FL) 

F'riday,Nov.3 
9:00 a.m .......... The Church and the Home ...................................................... Mark Howell (Atwood, TN) 

10:00 a.m .......... The Preacher and His Work .......................................... Allen Webster (Jacksonville, AL) 
11 :00 a.m .......... Philemon ............................................................................... Jason Moon (Huntsville, AL) 
2:00 p.m .......... Difficult Texts of the Old Testament Explained (Part 1) ...... Lonnie Smith (Highpoint, NC) 
3:00 p.m .......... The Need for Balance (Part 1) .......................................... David Powell (Henderson, TN) 
4:00 p.m .......... Difficult Texts of the New Testament Explained (Part 1) . Hardeman Nichols (Dallas, TX) 
7:30 p.m .......... The Church Everybody Is Asking About .................. ...... ...... David Saln (Fayetteville, TN) 

Saturday, Nov. 4 
9:00 a.m .......... Premillenialism: True or False? ............................................. Greg Lewis (Richmond, VA) 

1 0:00 a.m .......... Calvary's Cross of Many Colors .......................................... Chuck Webster (Hoover, AL) 
1 0:00 a.m .......... The Mission of the Local Church .......................................... Cathy Turner (Florence, AL) 
11 :00 a.m .......... The Tempter ........................................................................... Mike Winkler (Madison, AL) 
2:00 p.m .......... Difficult Texts of the Old Testament (Part 2) ................ Carl Cheatham (Montgomery, AL) 
2:00 p.m .......... Toward Spiritual Maturity .................................................... Melony Webster (Hoover, AL) 
3:00 p.m .......... The Need for Balance (Part 2) .............................................. Jeff Jenkins (Lewisville, TX) 
4:00 p.m .......... Difficult Texts of the New Testament (Part 2) ........................ Hugh Fulford (Gallatin, TN) 
7:30 p.m .......... Heart Diseases and Their Cure .............................................. Andy Kizer (Haleyville, AL) 

Sunday,Nov.5 
9:30 a.m .......... The Holy Scriptures ............................................................. Tommy Haynes (Moore, OK) 

1 0:30 a.m .......... Samson's Sins ......................................................................... Neal Pollard (Denver, CO) 
2:00 p.m .......... Leadership: The Crisis of Our Time ................................. Gary Hampton (Cookeville, TN) 
2:00 p.m .......... 0 God Remember Me - When I Struggle .................. Teresa Hampton (Cookeville, TN) 
3:00 p.m .......... Giving With a Purpose, a Promise, and a Performance .......... Sam Wlllcut (Munford, TN) 
4:00 p.m .......... That Man of God Out of Judah .............................................. James Woodall (Vinita, OK) 
6:00 p.m .......... The Christian and His Influence ......................................... Harold Taylor (Lewisville, TX) 
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Potpourri ••• 
This is the current events section of the Firm 

Foundation. We look at human behavior (in 
eluding misbehavior) to be more keenly 

aware of religious items discussed in the American 
Media. Some of our brothers think that churches of 
Christ, generally, tag along behind our denomina
tional neighbors by the space of 20 to 3 0 years. If 
that is true, we can expect these items to be at issue 
in our brotherhood in the next 2 or 3 decades. Pot
pourri may help us get ready for it. Also, these news 
items may make us knowledgeable of where the de
vouring lion roars, and where our troops should be 
marshaled. 

The year 2006 is whizzing by and will soon be 
gathered into history; some would say "gathered into 
the dustbin (garbage can) of history." We must "walk 
in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming 
the time." 

Solomon advised, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in Sheol (the 
grave), whither thou goest. "· 

Paul warned us that it is high-time to wake up 
and "cast off the works of darkness, and ... put on 
the armor of light." 

Like it or not, a battle rages and the barbarians 
are at the gate, and many of them are in the citadel 
... plundering and looting. 

Jesus calls to us from the high ramparts of glory, 
saying, "Hold the fort, for I am coming." 

from farf Davis 
• Former Enron boss Kenneth Lay died of a heart 

attack, and some people said he got a better fate than 
he deserved. Really? (Chicago Tribune, July 8, 2006). 

• Shawn Carter, a rapper known professionally 
as Jay-Z has frequently boosted Cristal champagne as 
a synonym for the high life, for drug-dealing your 
way into an existence where the luxury cars are al
ways gassed up. A spokesman for Cristal gave a re
sponse Carter didn't like so he called for a boycott of 
Cristal champagne, which sell for $200.00 a bottle. 
This proves rappers are super dumb, but don't tell 
Shawn Carter I said that, please, or he might want to 
boycott the Firm Foundation. Whew (Chicago Tri
bune, July 11, 2006). 
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• Town hall meeting: the Gay Games and the 
Chicagoland Metropolitan Community Churches are 
sponsoring a meeting designed to promote religious 
understanding and acceptance of homosexual, les
bian, bisexual, and transgender people (Chicago Tri
bune, July 14, 2006). 

• Courts handed victories to gay-marriage oppo
nents in two states, reinstating Nebraska's voter-ap
proved ban on same-sex marriage and throwing out 
an attempt to keep a proposed ban off the ballot in 
Tennessee (Chicago Tribune, July 15, 2006). 

• Megan Mullally of "Will & Grace" said, 
"When [Will & Grace] premiered, I don't think 
there were hardly any gay characters on any shows at 
all. Now, there is sort of an obligatory homosexual 
character on pretty much every show" (Chicago Tri
bune, July 16, 2006). If true, how sad ... and despi
cable. 

• Frances S. Collins a world-class biologist who 
led the International Human Genome Project that 
mapped the 3.1 billion chemical base pairs in human 
DNA turned from atheism to evangelical Christian
ity. Collins addressed the clash of science and reli-
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gion during a conference at Williams College spon
sored by the C.S. Lewis Foundation - appropriately 
so, since the writings of the English literature scholar 
were instrumental in Collins conversion. He is a 
member of the American Scientific Affiliation. The 
organization of scientists affirms "the divine inspira
tion, trustworthiness and authority of the Bible" 
(Chicago Tribune, July 21, 2006). 

• Pittsburgh's Episcopalian Bishop, Robert 
Duncan, objects to the June 18 election of the new 
Episcopal presiding bishop, Katharine J efferts 
Schori, not only because she is a woman, but also be
cause she voted to confirm the practicing homo
sexual Gene Robinson and supports blessing same
sex relationships (Chicago Tribune, June 29, 2006). 

Where Have You Been? 
0 Dan Quayle wrote an article for Whistleblower 

magazine Uune 2006) on The American Family. He 
concludes: "Marriage is too important, too wonder
ful, and too challenging to have the odds stacked 
against it due to shortsighted and pernicious easy
divorce laws. Enlightened legislators and other lead
ers must revisit and refashion America's divorce laws 
so they serve to preserve marriages, not dissolve 
them. We must once again realize that marriage re
ally is meant to be forever." 

Stupid Is as Stupid Does 
OLast year the socialist government of Spain le

galized same-sex marriage and adoption. The licens
ing authorities of that country have now brought 
their documents into line, replacing the words for 
"father" and "mother" on Spanish birth certificates 
with "Progenitor N.' and "Progenitor B." Standing 
athwart this horrid development crying Alto! is 
Archbishop Agustin Garcia-Gasco of Valencia, who 
in a pastoral letter blasted the civil authorities for 
"imposing their ideological instructions to destroy 
the institution of the family and, with it, society it
self." We wish the archbishop well, and in his sup
port make bold to say: "Our Progenitor A, Who art 
in Heaven" (National Review, Apr. 10, 2006). 

How Many? 
OWith the debut of HBO's new polygamy televi

sion drama, Big Love, it's getting tougher to laugh off 
the argument that same-sex marriage will lead to po
lygamy, polyandry, and ultimately to the replacement 
of marriage itself by an infinitely flexible partnership 
system. Big Love makes a point of comparing po
lygamy to the drive for gay marriage, arguing that as 

long as people love each other, family structure 
doesn't matter. Even Newsweek is grudgingly ac
knowledging the connection, reporting that a "new 
wave of polygamy activists" is "emerging in the wake 
of the gay-marriage movement." "If Heather can 
have two mommies," these activists say, "she should 
also be able to have two mommies and a daddy." 
Meanwhile, libertarian New York Times columnist 
John Tierney has endorsed polygamy, welcoming it 
along with same-sex marriage. The debate over 
same-sex marriage has never been primarily about 
society's acceptance of gays. It is about whether mar
riage will be deconstructed -which is something we 
seem likely to find out the hard way (National Re
view, Apr. 10, 2006). 

Catholic Women lace &communication 
flAP- Joan Houk has ministered to the sick 

and needy, run two Roman Catholic parishes that 
were without priests and has presided over baptisms 
and funerals. Her calling now, she says, is to be a 
priest. 

Houk will be one of a dozen women participating 
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in a ceremony Monday in which eight will proclaim 
themselves priests and four deacons. The ceremony 
won't be recognized by the Catholic church, which 
has a 2,000-year tradition of an all-male priesthood. 

Similar ceremonies conducted by the group Ro
man Catholic Womenpriests have been held before 
in other countries, and most of the participants have 
been excommunicated. It's the first time the group is 
holding a ceremony in the U.S. 

The Pittsburgh Diocese issued a statement saying 
the ordination would not be valid. 

"This unfortunate ceremony will take place out
side the Church and undermines the unity of the 
Church. Those attempting to confer Holy Orders 
have, by their own actions, removed themselves 
from the Church, as have those who present them
selves for such an invalid ritual," according to the 
statement released by the Rev. Ronald Lengwin, a 
spokesman for the diocese. 

k·feac6er 
OJuly 18, 2006- A former high school English 

teacher who "betrayed a position of trust" was sen
tenced to 2 to 23 months in York County Prison for 
having sexual relations with two male students. 

Robin Lynn Winkis, who taught and coached at 
Central York High School for five years, was imme
diately taken into custody Monday. 

York County Jqdge Stephen Linebaugh rejected 
Winkis' request for probation, saying she betrayed 

28 

Wondeiful resource for new converts! 

The Beginning 
of Our 

Canlidence 
Seven Weeks of Daily Lessons for New Christians 

by David Pharr 

Nothing is more critical following one's baptism than 
encouragement and proper instruction. These lessons 
are based upon what scripture and experience have 
shown to be the needs of new Christians. They are not 
intended to take the place of personal contact and help 
from more mature Christians, but they will serve to 
guide a new convert in profitable private study and de
votions. 

Large size 8Y2 x 11 for easy reading. 
49 lessons, 73 pages. 

$8.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

September 2006 
Firm Foundation 

the school, parents, her students, the community and 
"every person who entered the teaching profession." 

"You crossed a border that one may not cross. 
There may be no excuse or rationale," Linebaugh 
said. 

"When you betray the level of trust you did, 
there is no justification for the court to show mercy." 

Winkis, 30, was charged in December for alleg
edly having sex with a 16-year-old student and later 
a 17 -year-old student in her car, her city apartment 
and a hotel room. 

She later pleaded guilty to corruption of minors 
and unlawful contact with minors and no contest to 
sexual assault. 

Winkis apologized to the victims, their parents, 
fellow teachers and the community. 

"What I did was wrong. I am sorry. I used poor 
judgment. I made horrible decisions," she said. 

Parent 41erf 

0 Middle schoolers in Massachusetts must find 
censoring of four-letter words on TV hysterical, 
since they are privileged to hear the uncensored ver
sion daily, at their own public schools, from author
ity figures! Moreover, the "foul mouth" and ob
scene gestures are praised by the teachers and coun
selors, due to the cock-eyed and condescending po
litically correct messages which they are supposed to 
accompany '"rainbow equality," "handicap superior
ity," "cross-racial solidarity," "commiserating social 
justice." 

You don't believe me? Here is one book which 
has recently found its way to numerous schools, ac
cording to multiple complaints I have received, and 
is apparently studied in many a Language Arts class: 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by 
Mark Haddon. The book has received high marks 
from the liberal reviewers, since it carries a trendy 
politically correct message of intellectual superiority 
currently assigned to an autistic teenager. 

If a parent objects, he will receive a letter from the 
school, saying, "We are so surprised to hear about 
your concern. Everyone seems to enjoy our new ap
proach/program/activity (e.g., the skill in obscenities 
being a highly valuable skill, its mastery will be signifi
cantly reflected on your child's grade in Language 
Arts). You are the only family to bring up such a com
plaint, you know." 

It is not unheard of, for this type of answer to 
be given to a number of complaining parents, within 
one day! This serves as a useful tool to intimidate 



the parents who are being led into fear of being 
singled out, and standing alone against the con
sensus (not a pleasant feeling in a progressively 
conformist school environment). [This information 
came from Elvin DeShazo, and is found on the blog, 
republican voices.org.] 

China Police Crush Christian Church 
®A nearly completed Christian church building 

in Xiaoshan district has been demolished by govern
ment contractors and about 60 Christian leaders im
prisoned as China continues to battle unregulated 
Christianity. 

China Aid Association, a Texas-based organiza
tion set up to develop and preserve religious free
dom in China, said yesterday the demolition of the 
Dangshan city church building happened July 29. 

On that day, about five dozen Christian leaders, 
some of whom now have disappeared, were taken 
into custody. And yesterday, China Aid said three 
more leaders were jailed. 

The three latest Christian community leaders 
jailed were identified as Ni Huiming, 45; Shen 
Zhuke, 52; and Shen Jian, 48. China Aid officials say 
they, like the people arrested earlier, largely are held 
incommunicado, and their locations and conditions 
are unknown. 
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One other woman, Wang Aizhen, of Kanshan 
town, remained hospitalized with broken chest 
bones after being beaten by riot police during the 
July 29 church demolition, China Aid said (Aug. 5, 
2006, WorldNetDaily.com). 

More Germans Become Muslims 
OSOEST, Germany - More and more Germans 

are converting to Islam. Last year approximately 
4,000 persons became Muslims. 

According to the Central Islam-Institute in Soest, 
the numbers have been rising since the turn of the 
century. Up to the year 2000 the annual number of 
conversions stagnated at 300, but it has been rising 
ever since. 

The institute's director, Salim Abdullah, has no 
plausible explanation for this trend, as he told the 
evangelical news agency "idea." In the past, converts 
were chiefly women, who married Muslims, or aca
demics with an "affection for the Orient." 

Today people from all walks of life are among 
the converts, according to Abdullah, who is a Ger
man born Muslim himself. 

The Islamic Fellowship of Germany attracts espe
cially high numbers of converts - about 500 per year. 
According to. the Office for the Protection of the 
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Constitution in Baden-Wuerttemberg (one of the 16 
federal states) the fellowship is associated with the 
radical Muslim Brotherhoods. 

According to Abdullah there are 3.2 million 
Muslims in Germany. Most of them are Turkish im
migrants. Their religious life is flourishing. Abdullah 
expects the number of mosques to double within the 
coming years. 

Currently there are 143 full-fledged mosques, 
with 128 more in the planning or building stages. In 
addition Muslims gather in 2,600 prayer and meet
ing places. 

Approximately two-thirds of the 82 million in
habitants are church members. The Protestant 
Churches have 25.6 million members and the Roman 
Catholic Church 25.8 million. Approximately 
500,000 Germans belong to smaller, often evangeli
cal churches such as Baptists or Pentecostals (By 
Wolfgang Polzer, ASSIST News Service). 

Bible Literalism 11Pagan Superstition"? 
@Vatican astronomer Guy Consolmagno says be

lieving God created the universe in six days is a form 
of "pagan superstition." 

Consolmagno told the Scotsman the idea that re
ligion and science are competing·principles is a "de
structive myth." 
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Arizona and as curator of the Vatican meteorite col
lection in Italy. 

He is keenly aware of the renewed interest in 
creationism taking hold in America - particularly 
among evangelical Christians who take the Bible -
including the Genesis account of creation -literally. 

Consolmagno described creationis~ as a "kind 
of paganism" because it is similar to the idea of "na
ture gods" who pagans believed to be responsible for 
natural events. 

"Knowledge is dangerous, but so is ignorance," 
he said. "That's why science and religion need to talk 
to each other." 

Consolmagno stated that the Christian. God is a 
supernatural god. In the past, the belief in God being 
supernatural led the clergy to become involved in 
science to find natural explanations for things like 
thunder and lightning. Pagans often attribute thun
der and lightning to vengeful gods. 

"Religion needs science to keep it away from su
perstition and keep it close to reality, to protect it 
from creationism, which at the end of the day is a 
kind of paganism - it's turning God into a nature 
god," he said. "And science needs religion in order to 
have a conscience, to know that, just because some
thing is possible, it may not be a good thing to do" 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Aug. 5, 2006). 

Godless Christians? 
0 ttHe that sittith in the heavens shall laugh: the 

Lord shall have them in derision''- Psalm 2:4. 
Derision is not a commonly used word in our 

modern era, but it has a singularly clear meaning. 
The American Heritage Dictionary describes it as 
"an object of ridicule; a laughingstock." Ridicule 
isn't a politically correct activity, but apparently God 
has no problem enjoying a good laugh at the efforts 
of men and women to remove him as the owner and 
operator of the universe. 

Not that the· results of such efforts are funny. 
Quite the contrary. The results are so bad that those 
who brought them about will be universally held up 
as objects of contemptuous mirth- forever. 

From this end of history, it is hard to think of the 
American Civil Liberties Union as a source of con
temptuous mirth, isn't it? Yet, you don't have to look 
back very far in history to see what a hollowed-out 
religion - with man at the center - looks like. The 
great, murderous movements of the 20th century 
were all about men and women removing God from 
the throne of their lives and replacing. him with 



something more to their liking. Communism, Na
zism, socialism, fascism- all of the great "isms" of 
modern society not only missed their mark of pro
viding a utopian paradise, they piled the corpses of 
skeptics and true believers alike halfway to heaven. 

Their problem has always been with God. As 
Charles Krauthammer wrote: 

"It was Stalin who gave us the most famous for
mulation of that cynical (and today quite fashion
able) philosophy known as 'realism'- the idea that 
all that ultimately matters in the relations among na
tions is power: 'The pope? How many divisions does 
he have?"' 

When John Paul visited his native Poland (June 
2, 1979) he was greeted by a million people chanting 
over and over, "We want God!" That was their re
sponse to a lifetime of communist efforts to remove 
God from public and private life in Poland. 

For several generations, the religious left has 
been engaged in a similar effort to dethrone God in 
America. They have done this by embracing man's 
wisdom and laws over God's. Murder of the unborn 
and disabled is now "Christian compassion" in ac
tion. Homosexuals, rather than being sinners in 
grave need of redemption, are the left's pastors and 
role models. And other Christian believers - be
cause they rightly cite the Bible's positions on these 
issues, rather than being brothers and sisters with de
nominational differences - are the enemy. 

I bring all this up because of an important article 
written by James Watt, President Reagan's secretary 
of the Interior: "The Religious Left's Lies," (Wash
ington Post, May 21, 2005, Page A19). In it, Mr. 
Watt describes the vicious lies the left has concocted 
about Christians and the environment, circulated by 
so-called environmentalists and - sadly - many 
Christians on the political left. Mr. Watt concludes 
with this warning: 

"Be alert. I learned this lesson two decades ago -
the hard way. Never underestimate the political im
pact of the twisted charges by extreme environmen
talists now advanced by the religious left to divide the 
people of faith." 

Psalm 2 indicates the world's efforts will ulti
mately be unsuccessful against God's rule. But Mr. 
Watt's warning is well-timed: Before their efforts are 
exposed as futile and receive the ridicule they so richly 
deserve, their lies and slanders could be extremely 
painful and cause great damage to many people. The 
Father of Lies must be very proud (Craige McMillan, 
a commentator for WorldNetDaily). 

Smithsonian In Uproar 
OThe career of a prominent researcher at the 

Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History 
in Washington is in jeopardy after he published a 
peer-reviewed article by a leading proponent of in
telligent design, an alternative to evolutionary theory 
dismissed by the science and education establishment 
as a tool of religious conservatives. 

Richard Sternberg says that although he contin
ues to work in the museum's Department of Zool
ogy, he has been kicked out of his office and shunned 
by colleagues, prompting him to file a complaint 
with the U.S. Office of Special Counsel. 

Sternberg charges he was subjected to discrimi
nation based on perceived religious beliefs. 

"I'm spending my time trying to figure out how 
to salvage a scientific career," Sternberg told David 
Klinghoffer, a columnist for the Jewish Forward, 
who reported the story in the Wall Street Journal. 

lesbiaa Squabble 
OAddressing a dispute over the universality of 

same-sex civil union laws, the Vermont Supreme 
Court ruled today the state has exclusive jurisdiction 
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over a child custody battle between two women who 
were in a lesbian relationship in Virginia. 

The case pits Vermont's civil union laws against 
laws in Virginia that preserve traditional marriage, 
limiting matrimony to one man and one woman. 

"Today's ruling tramples on parental rights and 
state sovereignty," argued Mathew D. Staver, chair
man of the public-interest legal group Liberty Coun
sel. 

Pointing out that Virginia law refuses to recog
nize same-sex marriage or civil unions, Staver as
serted that under the federal Defense of Marriage 
Act, Vermont does not have the right to impose its 
same-sex union policy on Virginia. 

"The Vermont ruling illustrates that same-sex 
marriage or civil unions will inevitably clash with 
other states," he said. "This case will have to be re
solved at the United States Supreme Court." 
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The case centers on a dispute between. Lisa Miller, 
represented by Liberty Counsel, and her former part
ner Janet Jenkins over Miller's biological child. 

In December 2000, the two women, while living 
in Virginia, obtained a civil union in Vermont, which 
earlier that year became the first state to establish a 
legal arrangement offering same-sex couples most of 
the benefits of marriage. 

Miller later gave birth to a girl through artificial 
insemination, but the child was not . adopted by 
Jenkins. 

The relationship ended when Miller became a 
Christian and claimed Jenkins was abusive. Miller, 
who says she no longer is a lesbian, lives with her 
daughter in Virginia. 

A Vermont court awarded Jenkins "parent-child" 
contact and visitation. But a Virginia court declared 
Miller to be the sole parent, ruling the Virginia Mar
riage Affirmation Act barred recognition of civil 
unions. 

Justice John Dooley wrote that Vermont civil 
union laws govern the case because the women were 
legally joined in a civil union there in 2000. 

"This is a straightforward interstate jurisdictional 
dispute over custody, and the governing law fully 
supports the Vermont court's decision to exercise ju
risdiction and refuse to follow the conflicting Vir
ginia visitation order," Dooley wrote. 

Liberty Counsel contends that in addition to state 
law, the cases involve application of the federal Paren
tal Kidnapping Prevention Act - which requires 
courts to recognize out-of-state custody and visitation 
orders - and the federal Defense of Marriage Act, 
which allows states to reject out-of-state, same-sex 
unions and any rights from that relationship. 

Staver pointed out the Miller-Jenkins case is 
unique because, in addition to dueling federal laws, 
it represents the first time the courts of two states 
have issued conflicting decisions over a same-sex 
union case. 

Romosexual-adivist Cops fhreaten Christians 

$Homosexual-activist police officers assigned to 
security at a men's conference in Florida are being 
investigated for threatening members of a Christian 
organization petitioning for a state constitutional 
marriage amendment. 

"I have never in my life seen such unprofessional 
and bizarre behavior from a law enforcement of
ficer," said John Sternberger, the president and gen
eral counsel of the F~orida Family Policy Council. 



"This kind of ridiculous harassment and intimi
dation was meant to thwart the effort to protect mar
riage in Florida. It should remind all of us that we 
are engaged in a culture war." 

His group had rented a display table at the con
ference in the Fort Lauderdale area to publicize its 
effort to collect more than 611,000 signatures on pe
titions to call for a vote of Florida people. The goal is 
to protect traditional marriage - between one man 
and. one woman - in the state constitution. 

But as the signatures were -being collected, offic
ers of the Sunrise city police department ordered 
volunteers for Florida4 Marriage.org to stop accept
ing names. 

"Officers then physically removed the petitions 
from 'public view' on the table at the exhibitors 
tent," the council said in a website update of the situ
ation. "Two of the male officers mocked the volun
teers by kissing each other after they initially re
moved all the petitions from the area." 

Islam aad Socialism 
OA radical anti-war coalition is joining forces 

with a U.S. Islamic lobby organization to stage a 
demonstration in front of the White House to pro
test "the current predicament of Muslims abroad and 
at home." 

A third co-sponsor is the National Council of 
Arab Americans. 

A number of leaders for A.N.S.W.E.R. - Act 
Now to Stop War and End Racism - were members 
of the Workers World Party and now belong to the 
Party for Socialism and Liberation, a Marxist
Leninist organization founded in 2004. Fp 
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$4.00s&h 

The Apocalypse: A Revelation 
of Jesus Christ by Donald R. Taylor, Ph.D. 

A helpful introduction, useful outline of the Apocalypse 
dispersed throughout the text, insightful discussions of 
relevant OT prophesies; clear interpretation of symbols, 
the 144,000, the Beast, the False Prophet, the Mark of 
the Beast, 666, Babylon the Great, Armageddon; sym
bols such as horns, beads, tails, stars, horses,trumpets, 
bowls, scorpions, and others interpreted; the historical 
circumstances of the Apocalypse established; Greek · 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

()uestion: What is your reaction to the current 
~ discussions between Churches of Christ and 
Chnstian Churches aimed toward restoration of fel
lowship? Isn't it ironic that the restoration move
ment, designed to produce unity, has instead pro
duced so many sp linter sects. Wouldn't this be a 
good time to heal some of that division by restoring 
fe llowship with our instrumental brothers? 

Answer: This year, 2006, is the one-hundredth 
.1"\..anniversary of the first United States Census to 

recognize the existence of Churches of Christ and 
Christian Churches as separate religious bodies. 
They had previously been listed as one. This centen
nial year has brought about much discussion con
cerning that division and what might be done to 
remedy it. 

Do Those Discussing It Recognize the Issue? 

A major concern with the current discussions is that 
many of the participants from non-instrumental con
gregations do not have biblical convictions against 
the use of instrumental music in worship themselves. 
So they cannot represent those of us who conscien
tiously consider musical instruments in worship to be 
unauthorized by scripture and therefore contrary to 
the will of God. 

Here are two cases in point among many that 
could be cited: 

In Lexington, Kentucky the Southside 
Church of Christ and the Broadway Christian 
Church partnered in beginning a Spanish lan
guage co ngregation which varies its worship 
style, alternating between a cappella and in
strumental services (Christian Chronicle, 8/04, 
p. 8). 

In the state of Washington the Northwest 
Church of Christ in Seattle and the Shoreline 
Christian Church merged, but before rhe 
merger Northwest was already having both a 
cappella and instrumental Sunday services 
(Christ ian Chronicle, 12/04, p. 29). 

Some of my preacher friends in progressive con
gregations (I think that is the way they would style 
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themselves) tell me they consider our a cappella ser
vices to be a nice tradition which they do not intend 
to abandon, but they do not believe instrumental 
music as worship is wrong and they vigorously reject 
every biblical argument used against it. Many of 
them promote instrumental "praise and worship ser
vices" at times other than Sunday morning. 

Obviously, their approach to unity and fellow
ship with our instrumental brothers will be different 
from those of us who believe instrumental music is 
an unauthorized addition to what God has ind icated 
he wants to receive in worship. 

What Does the Bible Say? 

The biblical basis for rejecting pianos, organs, guitars 
and trumpets in New Testament worship can be put 
simply. There is no scripture for them. 

One who wishes to use instrumental music in 
worship must either believe scripture authorizes them 
or else that scriptural authorization is not needed for 
what we do as worship. Both approaches have been 
used in the past, sometimes by the same people, 
though it should be noted that the approaches are 
mutually exclusive. That no authorization is needed 
seems to be more frequently assumed today. 

An observation made by Alexander Campbell is 
difficult to successfully dispute: "Those who contend 
that there is no divinely authorized order of Chris
tian worship in Christian assemblies, do at the same 
time, and must inevitably, maintain that there is no 
disorder, no error, no innovation, no transgression in 
the worship of the Christian church - no, nor ever 
can be" ("A Restoration of the Ancient Order of 
Things- V," Christian Baptist, Vol. 2, 240-241}. 

Past columns in this space have sought to estab
lish biblically that we need to offer to God in wor
ship only what he has indicated in his word that he 
desires, and that singing, vocal music, is what he has 
authorized for New Testament assemblies. A tract, 
"Why Is Instrumental Music Such a Big Deal?" 
(Haun Publishing Co., Box 3426, Pasadena, TX 
77501) is a republication of one such column. 



What is Fellowship? 
To consider the questions being presently consid
ered, it is necessary to determine, "What exactly 
would be the result of the 'restoration of fellowship' 
that is sought?" 

Fellowship, by definition, is joint participation. 
When the issue that separates is the use of the instru
ment in the assembly, "fellowship" seems to suggest 
assembling together, jointly using instruments in wor
ship. 

While some advocating increased fellowship say 
specifically they are not advocating compromise on 
the part of those opposed to instrumental music, in 
some instances compromise obviously does result, as 
the instances cited earlier demonstrate. 

The Wedge of Division 
From the biblical beginning of the church on the .day 
of Pentecost following Christ's resurrection, up until 
the tenth century, singing in the public worship of the 
church was a cappella, which, by the way, means "in 
the style of the church., Introduction of the organ in 
the tenth century was confined to the Western or Ro
man Church. The Eastern or Orthodox churches, for 
the most part, still do not use instruments to this day 
(A Cappella Music in the Public Worship of the Church, 
Everett Ferguson, ACU Press, pp. 73-75). 

Protestant denominations brought instruments 
into their services as they followed Roman Catholic 
practice, though strong opposition to their use by 
many Protestant leaders, including John Calvin, John 
Wesley, and Charles Spurgeon, has been well-docu
mented. 

In the beginning of the restoration movement in 
the United States, instruments were universally absent 
and almost unanimously opposed. The 1840s saw 
some of those who began with the plea to be Chris
tians only becoming more and more denominational 
in their terminology and practice. During the early 
1850's, as new imposing buildings were built, the 
melodeon and organ first began to be used, generally 
against bitter opposition (Earl West, The Instrumental 
Music Issue, Gospel Advocate Co., pp. 63-77). 

In Mississippi the instrument was first intro
duced in Jackson in 1870. A report by Andrew Perry 
to the Gospel Advocate in 18 85 stated that several 
congregations in the Corinth and Guntown area had 
adopted the instrument. Perry said, "If they would 
only drop the organ I think they would be in the ap
ostolic order" (Don Jackson, The Churches of Christ 
in Mississippi, J.C. Choate Publications, p. 18). 

The point of this brief survey of history is to 
demonstrate that the wedge which produced the di
vision was the introduction of the instrument into 
the assemblies of the church. Prior to its introduction 
there was unity. 

When it was introduced, those who had consci
entious convictions opposing its use had only two 
options: remain and violate their consciences even as 
they worshiped, or leave and begin a new congrega
tion. To this day, where those convictions remain, 
there are still no other options. To "have fellowship" 
or "jointly participate" in instrumental services be
cause they are balanced out by also having a cappella 
services is a compromise of conscience, if one has 
any conscience against the instrument. 

Is Restoration a Failure? 
The tension between unity and restoration as goals 
of the pioneer restoration preachers has been often 
discussed. The restoration movement has sometimes 
been ridiculed and pronounced a failure because 
universal unity did not result and the movement it
self has suffered division. 

The early pioneers, however, were not seeking 
unity and restoration as two unrelated goals with 
one to be weighed against the other in priority. They 
were seeking unity through restoration of the ancient 
order. They urged the abandonment of authoritative 
creeds and human names and the acceptance of the 
Bible as the only rule of faith and practice as the 
means by which unity could be obtained. 

The fact that unity was not universally obtained 
is not necessarily an indictment of the goal or the 
method. No other method has attained it either, cer
tainly not the Ecumenical Movement's attempt to 
find common ground in a kind of least common de
nominator of theology or doctrine. 

Sin is part of the universal human condition. The 
gospel has not been heard and believed by everyone. 
Baptism has not produced newness of life in everyone. 
It is, likewise, unlikely that all professed Christians 
will be brought fully into the unity for which Christ 
prayed. 

"Where the Bible Is Silent" 
The division over musical instruments in worship is a 
difference over proper biblical hermeneutics, or how 
the Bible is to be correctly understood. The admoni
tion, "If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles 
of God" (1 Pet. 4:11, NKJV), is expressed in restora
tion terminology as "Speak where the Bible speaks 
and be silent where the Bible is silent., 
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Advocates for instrumental music read that as 
saying, "If the Bible is silent about it, then we have 
nothing to say against it either." The silence of the 
Bible is regarded as permissive. "Whatever is not ex
plicitly condemned, we can do if we want to." 

Some whose roots are in a cappella congrega
tions but who are urging greater fellowship with 
those who use instruments are now saying the same. 
One preacher prominently featured in the effort to
ward unity said, "Where the Bible speaks, we speak, 
and where the Bible is silent, we have even more to 
say" (Christian Chronicle, Apr., 2006, p. 22). 

Early restoration leaders did not understand the 
principle, "where the Bible is silent we are silent," as 
permitting whatever is not expressly forbidden. 

In 1809 Thomas Campbell enunciated in his 
Declaration and Address, "Where the Scriptures 
speak we speak and where the Scriptures are silent 
we are silent." He went on to plead for a return to 
the "simple original form of Christianity" by "the re
jection of everything for which a 'Thus saith the 
Lord' cannot be produced." Andrew Munro objected 
that if they followed that principle they could not 
sprinkle infants (Bill Humble, The Story of the Resto
ration, pp. 13, 17, 25). 

Truly, neither Campbell nor his listeners under
stood at that time where all the application of that 
principle would lead them, but ultimately Munro's 
prediction prevailed. The Campbells themselves 
were immersed. The principle has been consistently 
applied to disallow what is not expressly taught in 
scripture. 

The Bible also shows that the silence of scripture 
is prohibitive in cases where things in the same cat
egory are specified. 

The New Testament makes the point that when 
scripture specified that Levites were to function as 
priests, people from other tribes were prohibited 
from such service (Heb. 7:12-14). King Saul (1 Sam. 
13:8-14) and King Uzziah (2 Chron. 26:16-19) both 
violated that implicit prohibition and were severely 
punished. 

God specified a certain fire to be used at the al
tar, but Nadab and Abihu used "unauthorized fire" 
and were consumed by the Lord (Lev. 10:1-2, NIV). 

Christian Churches themselves correctly follow 
the same principle by rejecting hierarchical church 
government and peanut butter and jelly as elements 
for the Lord's Supper. It is not that popes, archbish
ops and peanut butter and jelly are explicitly forbid
den. It is that other things of the same category are 
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commanded: namely, elders within the congregation, 
and bread and fruit of the vine as communion ele
ments. 

Difference Among Brothers 

A Bible college president affiliated with Independent 
Christian Churches voiced his objection to participat
ing in "unity forums" with the Disciples of Christ. He 
said, "They keep wanting to discuss, 'What are we 
going to do with our unimmersed brethren?' Brother 
May," he said, "I don't have any unimmersed breth
ren." 

I have a closer kinship with him and others like 
him in independent Christian churches than with 
those in some churches of Christ who a~e now deny
ing the implications of that plain statement of bibli
cal truth. 

The same gospel and the same call for gospel 
obedience as the apostle Peter called for in Acts 2 re
sults in the people who respond to that call being re
deemed and added by the same Lord to the same 
church to which I have been added. They are my 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. 

The DiHerence MaHers · 

That does not render significant biblical differences 
between us unimportant. Such differences need to be 
discussed and where possible settled. · 

We should converse on a brotherly and friendly 
basis. We can cooperate, for example, in confronting 
and attempting to change immoral practices in our 
communities. But until unauthorized organs, guitars 
and drum sets are foregone, we who are conscien
tiously opposed to their use in worship cannot par
ticipate in their assemblies and cannot, therefore, en
courage membership in their congregations. 

Let us appreciate the important doctrinal truths 
we share in common with them that are widely de
nied by most other religious groups, namely the ne
cessity for immersion into Christ for salvation and 
the weekly observance of the Lord's supper. To the 
extent that we differ on what scripture teaches us, let 
us kindly and respectfully work to correct each other 
in love. But let us realize that our differen~es cannot 
be just ignored, except by those who believe they do 
not matter. 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgom~ry, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 
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of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 
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practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
The lOth & Rockford church of Christ in Tulsa, 
OK is seeking a full-time associate minister who is 
dedicated to the ' t ruth and can preach, teach, 
evangelize, and work with the youth. We are a 
congregatio n of 200+ members with elders, 
deacons, and a pulpit minister. We are committed 
to sound doctri ne and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates should send their 
resume, references, and a taped sermon to 1Oth & 
Rockfo rd church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 ATT: Elders or email your resume 
to RockfordCofC@ aol.com 

The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full- time preacher. The congregation at Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. 
The ability to provide supplemental inco me o r 
outside support may be required. Contact Mike 
H aschke 979-297-4259, (mhaschke@earrhlink.net) 
or Gi l Yoder yo d e r@oabs.o r g. For m o re 
informatio n sec: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for South Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls to Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact To mmie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, twashington5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is sea rching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth o f our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and worki ng in the Educational 
ministry which involves select ing and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum fo r all ages, coordi nating 
and providing training fo r Bible class teachers. 
Other responsib ilities include acti vities areas in 
administration as a cooperat ive ream member on 
the ministeri,al staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night fo r the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35 ,000) is abou t 100 
miles north of Houston. In fo about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,7 11 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central Ca li fo r nia 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full 
time preache r/mini ste r. The congregation is 
committed to the fa i thfu l interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 

dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
fo rward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of C hrist, 29 12 North Cheste r Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Westside Church of Chris t located in a rural town 
(pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so se rve as their local minister/ 
preacher. This is a congregat ion of 30-40 mem
bers in a progressive farming/ranching region. 
This church has irs own building an d home. 
Mature applicants must be loving, fr iendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send r~sum~. copy of sermon 
tape, and your picture to Westside Church of 
Christ , Box 547, Imperial, N E 69033, or e-mai l 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

Full-time pulpit minister wanted: The Mo untain 
View C hurch of Chri st in Colo rado Springs, 
Colorado, a mainstream Acappclla church, with an 
average Sunday morning attendance of 25 0 plus, is 
looking fo r a fu ll-time pulpit minister. He needs to 
be: (I) Married, with an active wife, (2) graduate 
o f a Br otherhood school of Preaching , (3) 
knowledgeable of the Scriptures, (4) experienced 
in minist ry (3-5 years min.), (5) experienced in 
counseling (a plus) (6) self-motivated, evangelisti c, 
family and youth oriented. Please send resume, to 
include references and two tapes of recent sermons, 
to M inister Search Committee, 8778 Estcbury 
Circle, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 
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Book 
6germeiu's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 s tories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty a nd s implic ity of style 
Invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's he art and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included a t the end of the 
book are questions and a nswers on the 
s tories, and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in Claremo r e, O kl ahoma has an immediate 
opening for a spiritually mature young man/family 
to work with a well established youth/parent 
group. We arc a congregatio n of 200+ families. 
Please send resum~ to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire for the posi tion to 3 19 E. Blue 
Starr, C lare more, OK 740 17 or e-mai l to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

The Palomar Chu rch of Christ in San Marcos, 
Cali f. is seeking a full-t ime Pulpit Minister. The 
Palomar Church of Christ is a biblically sound, 
conserva tive, active congregation with approx
imately 80 in attendance a t Sunda y morning 
Worship Services. T hree (3) Elders, three (3) 
Deacons, and rwo (2) Ministry Leaders. We are 
located in North San Diego County, with ideal 
weather conditions year round. Resum~s accepted 
via E-mail, or regular mail. Send to: Elders, Palomar 
Church of Christ, PO Box 1473, San Marcos, CA 
92079-1473; or e-mail DLPAFeascl@juno.com or 
jimfo ll is@sbcglobal.nct 

For Sale 

Restorat ion Reprints, o ther books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr. , Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 

Christian College Teacher ; ma n with terminal 
degree (Ph .D, Th.D, or Doctor o f Religious 
Education) from an accredited Un ive rsity or 
Theological School; ro teach Bible and related 
subjects at Southwestern Christian College, Terrell, 
Texas. Contact: Dr. j ack Eva ns, President, (972) 
524-334 1 (Ext. 122 o r 123); P.O. Box 10, Terrell, 
TX 75 I 60; jevan@swcc.edu - Salary comparable. 

Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299- 1475. 

The 
Preschoolers 

Bible 

Bible stories for little folks 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Thing s," and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the s tory, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, simple il
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the s tories make this book fascina ting to 
child re n . Excellent for use in Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $5.50 
Texas residents sdd 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
888 367-6216 
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Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 
•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to Do It! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 9 I pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!- $7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages.for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

•You CAN LIVE It!- $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 
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Mormonism 
by Homer Halley 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 • $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-801 0-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse . 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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[Here is a piece that appeared as a pamphlet many years ago. It is still a timely essay. In the frontispiece, brother 
Brewer wrote: '~ Review of the Reasons Given by Two Former Friends and Co-laborers When They Went Back 
and Walked No More with Him. ,, "Your memorable sayings are proverbs of ashes, Your defenses are defenses of 
clay" - Job 13:12." Brewer's counsel could with great profit be pondered by some today who are turning back 
from the appeal to restore the ancient order.] 

''As Touching Those 
Who Were Once Enlightened" 

By G. C. Brewer (Deceased) 

Chapter I 
uGiving All Diligence to Write" 

"Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write 
unto you of our common salvation, I was con
strained to write unto you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all deliv
ered unto the saints" (Jude 3). 

This is a review of the reasons given by Brother 
William Reedy and Brother Carl Etter for giving up 
"those things which are most surely believed among 
us" and joining the Congregational Church. It has 
not been easy to decide to undertake this task and 
the author has indeed given diligence to w rite this 
review. If these dissenting and departing brethren 
had gone out from us silently there would have 
been only one sentiment expressed by their friends 
and former brethren - a sincere sentiment of re
gret and grief. But their statements and arguments 
call for a reply if we are to continue to believe and if 
we expect future generations to believe what we be
lieve. 

No Censure for These Friends. 
Certainly there can be no just censuring of these men 
and their wives fo r refusing longer to hold to things 
that they had ceased to believe; or for seeking the 
fellowship of people with whose views and practices 
they are congenial. It is the conviction of some of us 
who have known these brethren and their wives for 
many years that they would all have been happier if 
they had taken this step twenty years ago. At least 
the Etters have been at cross-purposes with their 
brethren for about that long, and have complained 
and criticized constantly. In return they have them
selves been criticized and castigated by at least some 
among us. Theirs has not been a happy situation. 
Many of us have sympathized with them and would 
have helped them if we could have done so. Brother 
Etter confessed to some of us years ago that he had 
ceased to believe some of the most fundamental facts 
of Christianity and he told us how his faith had been 
shaken. He at that time, however, seemed anxious to 
recapture the faith he had lost and to enjoy again the 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Does Jehovah Create Evil? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I form the light, and create darkness; I make 
peace, and create evil. I am j ehovah, that 
doeth all these things" (lsa. 45 :7). 

God-haters attempt to destroy the faith of 
God-fearers by saying, "If God is good, whence 
cometh evil." 

To the unbeliever this is unanswerable. It 
provokes both his unbelief and his mirth. 

The answer, as given by Isaiah, is that God 
does indeed "create evil." 

Is that bad? 
Does it disprove God? 
If God did not create evil, would that be good, and what 

would it prove? 
God is light ... if the mighty maker of all things is light .. . there 

is no darkness in him. Darkness and light are incompatible. When 
light appears, darkness disappears, and vice versa. 

If darkness symbolizes evil, there can be no evil in Jehovah, for 
he is light. 

Evil exists- does it follow there is no God? 
If there were no penalty for the existence of darkness, would 

that disprove the existence of Jehovah (light)? 
Wait a minute. 
Take a breath. 
Let's look at this for a moment. 
Jehovah creates evil - the Bible says so. The question is: 

When, how, where does God create evil? 
A man does a dastardly deed. Civil government cannot prove 

him guilty. Does he go scot-free? 
If he does, wh~re is the justice in that? If Hitler and Saddam 

Hussein get off without paying the penalty for their crimes, does 
this disprove God? Does it disprove Satan? 

Evil does not always mean "moral impurity." It can mean "ca
lamity." In fact, the ESV, NKJV, NIY, and the RSV translate Isaiah 
45:7, "I create calamity." 

God, of course, does not create anything- anything- that is 
morally repugnant. He is never the source of depravity. Never! Je
hovah is infinitely pure and cannot under any circumstance qe the 
cause of sin. Since Jehovah is both the father and the giver of all 
human spirits (Heb. 12:9; Eccl. 12:7), we can be dogmatic in say
ing that babies are sinless. 

Does God create calamity? 



Does calamity prove or disprove the fact of God? 
If God did not create calamity (evil), would it therefore follow 

that there is no God? 
Going back, for a moment, to the world "compacted out of 

water and amidst water" (as it existed before the flood), was it 
good or was it evil? 

It started out good and became immoral, which can be a mean
ing of evil. 

When the thoughts of man's heart became only evil continu
ally (Gen. 6:5), would it be good for wicked man to continue un
punished? 

If humankind, fully saturated with iniquity, were to persist, 
unscathed, what would this teach about the constitutional and 
fundamental goodness of God? 

Would he be the "light" in whom there is no darkness? 
The essential holiness of God makes it mandatory that he pun

ish every transgression and disobedience (Heb. 2:2). 
The Genesis Flood was awesome. It caused the world that then 

was, compacted out of water and amidst water, to perish (2 Pet. 
3:5-6). This was done "by the word of God" (2 Pet. 3:5-6). 

The horrendous destruction of the Noachian deluge - a trag
edy in which a possible one billion people perished (without doubt 
the greatest catastrophe of all time) happened by command of the 
Creator who makes both order and calamity. 

If he did not, he would not be God. 
Were Jehovah to say, "I know about man's inhumanity to man, 

but chose to do nothing about it," would he be God? 
God's moral nature requires punishment of everything that is 

contrary to God's moral nature. The punishment may be immedi
ate or it may come after a long delay, but it is certain. 

God's brave law of retribution has never been repealed. It is an 
unmistakable rule. An apostle of Jesus stated the law in these 
words: "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own 
flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life" (Gal. 6:7-8). 

We all sin and fall short of God's glory (Rom. 3:23 ). Well, 
then, are we without hope? We inevitably reap what we sow ... we 
sow the seeds of sin ... the inescapable harvest is corruption. 

There is a profound exception. r 

We see the concession in "a lamb standing, as though it had 
been slain." A slain lamb standing? A dead lamb cannot stand ... 
unless, by divine intervention, it is raised from the dead. The slain 
lamb that stands is eloquent confirmation that Jehovah raised 
Jesus from the dead, declaring "him to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness.,, 

The scene played out in the majestic throne room of deity, and 
recorded in the fifth chapter of the closing book of the Bible, is 
confirmation of all we have been saying about the consequence of 
sin. Here is the vivid picture painted for us by the hand of John, 
but revealed from eternity. 

In This Issue 

G. C. Brewer (Deceased) 
"As Touching Those 
Who Were Once Enlightened" ••••••• J 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Editorial 
Does Jehovah Create Evil? •••••••••••• 2 

Stephen Wiggins 
A Place to Belong: 
The Local Congregation ••••••••••••••••• 9 

Frazier Conley 
Koran - Bible •••••••.•.•..•......•.•.•.•••• J 2 

Seventy-two Virgins? ••••••••••••••••••••• J 5 

William Cowper 
The Martyrs ...•............................. I 9 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Christian Science Religion ••••••••••• 20 

Interview with Pierre Rehov ••••••••••• 24 

Potpourri ... ......... ~ ........................... 27 

Cecil May Jr. 
Q&A ..•.••..•........•.....•................••..• 35 

October 2006 
Firm Foundation 3 



John saw a close-sealed book that no one in 
heaven, or on earth, or under the earth could open. 
He was overcome by a sense of helplessness and 
hopelessness. He wept much (Rev. 5:4 ). 

An elder soothes John's despair, "Weep not; be
hold, the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, hath overcome to open the book and the 
seven seals thereof" (Rev. 5 :5). 

John looked for the "Lion that is of the tribe of 
Judah," but he saw "a lamb standing, as though it 
had been slain." The Lion is the slain, but standing 
lamb; the lamb of God, who takes away the sins of 
the world, is the Lion of Judah." 

Now we hear the powerful song of deliverance: 
"And they sing a new song, saying, Worthy art 

thou to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou was slain, and didst purchase unto God with 
thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, 
and nation, and madest them to be unto our God a 
kingdom and priests; and they reign upon earth. And I 
saw, and I heard a voice of many angels round about 
the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and 
the number of them was ten thousand times ten thou
sand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a great 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to re
ceive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and might 
and honor, and glory, and blessing. And every created 
thing which is in the heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and on the sea, and all things that are 
in them, heard I saying, Unto him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, be the blessing, and the 
honor, and the glory, and the dominion, for ever and 
ever" (Rev. 5:9-14). 
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Evil (immorality), causes evil (calamity). God is 
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Game 
by David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premillenialism, 
rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the kingdom 
coming or is it here already? Will some be left behind? 
Get your Bible and get the facts as you study this timely 
subject with David Pharr. Thirteen chapters with 
questions. 0929540395, paperback, 154 pgs. 

$8.95 plus 3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% 
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not - and cannot be, in his very nature, the source 
of immorality, but he is, and must be, the cause of 
calamity. 

"But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thou
sand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concern
ing his promise, as some count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, 
and the earth and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing that these things are thus all to be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy living and godliness" (2 Pet. 3 :8-11). 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven." 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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What will yours be? 

What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 

Firm Foundation, Legacy 
Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
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11As Touching Those Who Were Once Enlightened'' 
(conti1111ed from page 1) 

confidence and the fellowship of the people he 
loved. Even then, though, he was troubled by faults 
and errors, which he had discovered among the 
saints. Those of us who talked with him readily ad
mitted the existence of these faults among us and we 
still admit this. It is not the purpose of this review to 
deny all the charges that these brethren allege against 
us. Many of them are at least founded on facts and it 
is to be hoped that facing these facts frankly wi ll help 
us to make some corrections and to bring about bet
ter conditions. No, it is not the purpose of this re
view either to denounce these men or to deny all 
their charges. Personalities shall as far as possible be 
kept out of these considerations. It is appa rent to 
some of us that some personal resentment and bitter
ness crept into the statement that these brethren had 
published - especially in the enumerated stipula
tions given by Brother Etter. It is also evident that 
they endeavored to keep such a spirit out of their as
severations and we shall not, therefore, give notice 
to any acrimony that may be lurking in their ver
biage. Only when a charge includes that which is per
sonal, present - not existing in the past and not nec
essarily continuing into the future - and local shall 
we expose a fallacy that may reflect a bad spirit. 

The Purpose of the Review. 

If the reasons given by these supposedly able and re
spected men justify them in taking the step they have 
announced then they will justify others- all of us
in taking a like step. Nay, they make it imperative 
that we do just that. If we constitute a narrow, big
oted, bitter, bickering sect the soone r we can dis
band, dissolve and cease to exist the better it will be 
for the cause of pure Christianity and for the world. 
Brother Etter foresees our approaching dissolution 
and if he is right in his allegations, it is to be devoutly 
hoped that he is not wrong in his prophecy. But the 
fallacy in this reasoning lies in the fact that it does 
not take into account the obvious truth that factions 
will die and that faults, sins and apostasies amo ng 
the people of God will continue to appear, will now 
increase and then diminish, but the people of God 
will continue to live and to "Keep the faith." Truth 
does not change and cannot perish. The church can
not be overthrown. The gates of H ades cannot pre-

vail against her. The powers of evil may assault her, 
sins may hinder her and weaklings may desert her 
but she will not fall or fail. The church is not a me
chanical thing- it is a spiritual entity. It is not a po
litical or ecclesiastical organization - it is the incar
nation of principles, the manifestation of an ideal. 
The Kingdom of God is within you. The Kingdom is 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

But since the fallacies in their reasoning seem to 

be hidden to the men who have offered it to us it is 
reasonable to suppose that they will be hidden to 
many others. It is the purpose, therefore, of this re
view to expose these fallacies. If the reasons given 
seem an ample justification to Reedy and Etter for 
their renunciation of the faith it is certain that these 
reasons wi ll lead some others to do the same thing in 
this age of atheism, modernism and of changing 
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ideals, customs and beliefs. Even future generations 
will use these same specious arguments to cover the 
stark nakedness of their unbelief, "Their word will 
eat as doth a gangrene ... and overthrow the faith of 
some" (2 Tim. 2:17-18). This is why the author after 
giving all diligence "was constrained to write unto 
you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered unto the saints." 

CHAPTER II 
uwhat sayest thou of thyself" - John 1 :22 

[In Chapter II brother Brewer reproduces the state
ments of Reedy and Etter as to why they left the 
churches of Christ to affiliate with the ultra-liberal 
Congregational Church. Since the review takes up 
the Reedy-Etter objections one by one and refutes 
them, it is of no value to reprint their diatribe against 
the church in this reprint of the Brewer booklet.] 

CHAPTER Ill 
They userved with Me in the Furtherance 

of the Gospel" 

This is not a life-story of the men who have gone out 
from us, and personalities are to be played down as 
much as possible, but we cannot escape the fact that 
it is the personal decision and action of individuals 
who were highly esteemed among us that occasioned 
this review and discussion. A few points about the 
men themselves should, therefore, add interest to 
this story. Brother Etter has given a fairly full sum
mary of his work as a preacher, teacher and mission
ary. He wants it known that he had the confidence, 
esteem and support of his brethren and that he could 
have held positions of honor in the work done by the 
disciples if he had chosen to conform to their ideas. 
This claim is not boastful. It is a true statement of 
fact. No two young people in our times have been 
held in higher esteem than Carl and Grayce Etter. 
Their fine personalities, their zeal and their faith 
gave them ready access to the hearts of the brethren 
everywhere. They could have had anything they 
wanted that simple Christians can give if they had re
mained faithful. Even if some individual or some lo
cal group did fail them - a point that has always 
been disputed- when they were in a foreign coun
try they were not cast off by the brethren generally 
and what they suffered at the hands of a few have 
been made up and repa id many times over by the 
sympathy, the love and the kindness of the many. 
What gospel preacher or missionary has not suffered 
at the hands of "false brethren"? Paul himself had 
that experience. 
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But Carl and Grayce shook the confidence of 
their brethren by criticizing and denouncing certain 
things that some brethren believe and do. If these 
criticisms had been directed only at errors and faults 
and if the critics had at the same time shown the bet
ter way and stood fast for "the faith," there would 
have been no trouble. This was not the case. 

They made "shipwreck of the faith" and, just as 
they have done in the paper in Chapter II of this 
work, they played up the faults and weaknesses of 
their brethren to justify their own default. Then 
when they wanted to get back into the good graces 
of the brethren they could not make a full and forth
right confession of faith. This author had personal 
interviews with Carl Etter on these points and he 
knows whereof he speaks. It was a heart-rending case 
but the real condition of the man could not be hid
den. There can be no doubt that these people have 
now gone to the right place. They do not belong to 
us, but it was no doubt hard for them to break away 
from people they love, and it is hard for us to give 
them up. -We would believe for them if we could. 
- Some of us actually did try to confess for them. 
We even now say what is here is said weeping. 

Brother and Sister Reedy are older than the 
Etters and have spent many years in preaching the 
gospel and working for the Lord. There was a time 
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when Brother Reedy labored with his own hands in 
menial toil to support himself and his family while 
he preached the gospel. Then fortune smiled upon 
him and he became economically independent. He 
then began to try to finish his education - so that he 
would be a better preacher of the gospel. That was 
his motive. No man dese~ed more credit than he for 
struggling through the required studies and meeting 
the demands of the educational standards. A man in 
middle life with no credits at all and yet he toiled for 
years until he finally achieved entrance requirements 
for college. Then in four more years he had his 
bachelor's degree. He did not stop for a moment. He 
went right on and has now attained the highest de
gree. He is to be congratulated and praised for this. 

It was but natural that those who had known and 
loved Brother Reedy through the years would want 
to see him take a teaching position among his breth
ren after he attained his degrees. Some of us, how
ever, saw a change in Brother Reedy. We feared that 
he had been hurt by his higher education. We saw 
modernistic tendencies in his life and heard expres
sions that belong peculiarly to those who hold mod
ernistic ideas. Some of us may have seen this before 
Brother Reedy himself was fully conscious of it, nay, 
he does not seem even yet to avow modernism fully, 
but he has now aligned himself with it and he will 
have to preach it and practice it. He is more conser
vative in his statement than is Carl Etter. He had a 
better grasp on the gospel and understood better 
what the church is, than Etter ever did. He plainly 
acknowledges that he has changed his view on some 
details of teaching, such as instrumental music, but 
he protests that he has not "departed from the faith" 
and even states that he can teach the truth on bap
tism in his new relationship. If he does not know that 
he is wrong about this, he will soon learn it - that is 
.he would learn it if he wanted to teach the truth on 
baptism which he will not want to do. He has de
parted from the faith, his statement to the contrary 
notwithstanding, as we shall see in another chapter. 
He cannot hide the fact that he has "denied the 
faith" by pointing to and enlarging upon the faults of 
his brethren. Brother Reedy did not attempt to do 
this to the extent that Brother Etter did. His state
ment manifests a very commendable spirit, but it 
contains some implied charges and resorts to some 
very illogical reasoning. For example he and Brother 
Etter both treat the church as a denomination, use 
the expression Church of Christ in a denominational 
sense and assume- nay, they charge- that it is a 

small, narrow sect. They reason upon the premise 
that all sects are "Christian ·sects" and that the real 
church of our Lord contains all Christians and there
fore contains all sects. These are only a different 
group of Christians. This is the claim that sectarians 
have always made and which Brother Reedy has met 
and refuted many times. He now makes it himself to 
justify his act in joining a sect - ·the same motive 
that sectarians have always had. 

Lest we seem here to deny a truth we hasten to 
say that the Church does indeed contain all Chris
tians. It could not be otherwise when we know what 
the church is. Now how this can be true and the 
church still not include and be composed of all sec
tarian groups we shall attempt to show in another 
chapter. 

Brother Reedy says if we think of the Church as 
containing all Christians and that some of these 
Christians are in denominations (we do admit both 
these points) then we can not charge that he has 
left the Church simply because he has joined a de
nomination. In this reasoning, our brother thought 
he would put us in a dilemma. We must deny either 
that there are any Christians in the denominations 
(which would be a pronounced departure from the 
restoration premise and a radical denial of the resto
ration contention) or we must concede that he 
may be a Christian in a denomination. Thus he as
sumes and wants us to concede that the restoration 
principle would justify him in joining a denomina-

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 
o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

James 5:16 
0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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tion. Anyone who knows the restoration principle 
will see the fallacy here. That principle implies that 
denominationalism- sectism - is wrong and sinful. 
It conceded that Christians were in Babylon because 
they knew no better; they had not been called out 
and knew not how to serve the Lord as simple Chris
tians. Certainly this excuse cannot be offered in be
half of Brother Reedy. (This will be shown to be the 
restoration principle in the treatment of sectarianism 
i n 
another chapter.) The call of the restoration is and 
always has been, "Come ye out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord." Since Brother 
Reedy has reversed the order and "gone in among 
them,,, how can he say he has not betrayed the 
cause? 

As to whether or not Brother Reedy has gone out 
of the church may be determined by considering the 
following points. 

The church is the house or household or family 
of God (Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Tim. 3:15; Heb. 3:6; 1 Pet. 
2:5). It is a household of faith (Gal. 6:10). This is be
cause its members - children - become members 
or children by faith. "For ye are the sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3 :26). Now we 
become sons of God by faith and we continue to be 
-to live as- sons of God by faith (Heb. 10:38). 
We lose the reward and go out of the household 
through unbelief (Heb. 10:39; Col. 1:21-23; Heb. 
3:12, 18; 4:1). 

All the laws, ceremonies, votes and initiatory 
processes on eart~ could not join a soul to the Lord 
(1 Cor. 6: 17) without faith in the soul of the indi
vidual- nor could all the bulls of excommunication 
of all the sects and all the denunciations of sincere 
but mistaken Chri~tians disconnect the soul of the 
believer from the Lord - Only unbelief will do that 
- No one takes you into the church and no one can 
put you out of the church. It is a spiritual relation
ship: the spirit (of man) is born of the Spirit Uohn 
3:6).- (To be sure there is a physical act and a ma
terial element - baptism - in the process, but it is 
nevertheless a spiritual birth and a spiritual relation
ship). Faith puts one into the church and unbelief 
takes one out. If Brother Reedy has denied the faith 
he is out - and no mistake. His announced act in 
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the light of his own former teaching will help us to 
know whether he has denied his Lord. If 'he has not 
he can yet repent and be saved - So also can all oth
ers who have not denied the Lord. 

Arise, 0 God, plead thine own cause; Re
member how the foolish man reproacheth 
thee all the day (Ps. 74:22). 

But to the wicked God saith, What hast 
thou to do to declare my statutes, And that 
thou hast taken my covenant into thy mouth, 
Seeing that thou hatest instruction, And 
castest my words behind thee? (Ps. 50:16-17). 

(to be continued) 
(Editor's note: G. C. Brewer was an uncommon man. 
He was factual, faithful, and fair. He was not conten
tioul but neither was he toothless. In the exercise of 
love,! Brewer was eager to put the best possible con
struction on everything that came to his notice. Still, 
he loved truth, and therefore was compelled to op
pose those who ~~received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved., Brother Brewer rose to a 
challenge to respond to William P. Reedy and Carl 
Etter, two men who "having put their hand to the 
plow,'' looked back, thereby proving they were not fit 
for the kingdom. The Gospel Advocate printed 
Brother Brewer's kindly review of the Reedy and Etter 
statements of personal apostasy in booklet form. It 
was a forerunner for the wavering faith of future gen
erations - Voices of Concern, Mission Magazine, 
Christian Scholar's Conference, Wineskins Maga
zine, and certain individuals who hold the helm and 
guide some of the ships of academia. What Etter and 
Reedy wrote many years ago continues to be the 
watchword of every apostate, and was a pale reflec
tion of false teachers that brought on the wholesale 
departure from truth and righteousness in the waning 
years of the nineteenth century. It is an old problem 
... Paul, the apostle, saw it in Demas, Alexander the 
coppersmith, and the judaizers that disturbed the 
peace of the church in the beginning of the gospel. 
"Mankind's an unco squad, and muckle they may 
grieve ye., The human heart, under carnal influence, 
is ever tending toward the low and the base. This ac
counts for the Bible's frequent warnings to "take 
heed, lest you drift,, and to "Beware of false proph
ets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, ... , and 
~~from among your own selves shall men arise, speak
ing perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 
them., Brother Brewer's wise words are timely. It is 
our aim to reproduce the Brewer booklet in serial, and 
here is the first part.) Fp 



A Place to Belong: 
The Local Congregation 

By Stephen Wiggins 

Several years ago brother W.B. West made a 
statement to me concerning the local congrega
tion that I never forgot. He said that the work 

of the local congregation is where "the rubber meets 
the road." At the particular time in which brother 
West made this statement I did not fully appreciate 
what he was saying. Now, however, I have come to 
more fully understand and appreciate the Lord's de
sign for the work of the local church. If the Lord's 
work of evangelism, benevolence, and edification is 
done in any given community, it will be because the 
local congregation of God's people is accomplishing 
the work. 

This is not to dismiss cooperation on the part of 
brethren where churches of Christ pool their fi
nances and combine their efforts to achieve matters 
pertaining to evangelism and benevolence. It is to 
say, however, that the local church or congregational 
organization is God's plan and design for brethren in 
any particular locale. This underscores the impor
tance of every child of God being an active partici
pant in the work of the local church. One should 
strive to be an asset under the oversight of the elders 
as they lead and direct congregational activities. This 
lecture is designed to emphasize the importance of 
being a part of the work of the local congregation. 

God's Design 
In the universal sense there is but one church with 
Christ as its head (Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4). In the local 
sense, however, there is a plurality of churches 
(Rom. 16:16). Every person who obeys the gospel is 
baptized into Christ's one church (1 Cor. 12:13). 
God's design then is for a congregation or church to 
exist locally wherever there are New Testament 
Christians. These individual Christians are to serve 
and worship God under the oversight of elders or 
bishops who have met certain qualifications to serve 
in that capacity (Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 3:1-7). The local 
church also is to have deacons or special servants 
who likewise have met certain qualifications that de-

note their trustworthiness for service (Phil. 1:1; 1 
Tim. 3:8-13). Elders, deacons, evangelists, and mem
bers compose the local church. 

Each congregation is "autonomous" in nature. 
This simply means that each local church is self-gov
erning. There is no hierarchy of organization charac
teristic of Catholicism and denominationalism. Each 
eldership is to "tend the flock of God" as they "exer
cise the oversight" of their respective congregation 
(1 Pet. 5:1-4). Members, in turn, are to be submissive 
to this leadership and "to esteem them exceedingly 
highly in love for their work's sake" (1 Thess. 5:13; 
He b. 13: 17). The local church is compared to a hu
man body wherein all its members work together 
and in unison with one another (1 Cor. 12: 12-31). 
This imagery is used by the apostle to illustrate how 
that all members of the local congregation should 
work together toward the same common goal with 
"no schism" and "the same care one for another" (1 
Cor. 12:25). 

Floaters 

One of the most detrimental things to the work of a 
local congregation is an attitude among some who 
simply will not work together with their fellow 
brethren. Sometimes this is exemplified by those 
who will not place their membership under any el
dership. Rather, they consider themselves "members 
at large." These are sometimes called "floaters" or 
"grasshoppers." They hop from one congregation to 
another never worshiping and remaining in one 
place very long. They want no responsibility and 
choose not to be involved in the work of any local 
congregation. They really don't consider themselves 
visitors but neither do they consider themselves iden
tified with any one local church. 

It has been my observation that people like this 
are never really an asset to the local church. They 
can never be counted on to help pull the load in re
gard to any work of the congregation. You cannot 
even count on their attendance every Lord's Day. 
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They are uncommitted to any responsibility you 
might ask them to do. They do not consider them
selves to be under any eldership and so answer to no 
one. Another observation is that these type brethren 
are often hypercritical toward elders, deacons, 
preachers, and the work of the local congregation. 
They come across as cranks who are never satisfied 
with what the local church is doing yet they rarely 
lift a finger to assist. What these "floaters" need to 

realize is that their course is not what the Lord de
signed for the child of God. Instead the Lord wants 
every Christian to be identified as a vibrant and ac
tive member in the local church. 

What Can I Do? 

Not every member of the church has the talents or 
abilities to do exactly the same thing as everyone 
else. This is good and the way in which God de
signed it. "But now hath God set the members each 
one of them in the body, even as it pleased him" (1 
Cor. 12:18). What one must do is to evaluate them
selves, their interests and abilities. From this then de
termine how one may best be of value to the local 
work. Begin by determining to have a positive atti
tude. Develop a reputation wherein others see you as 
a reliable, dependable, and trustworthy person who 
is sincerely interested in the spiritual welfare of the 
local church. Consider yourself as a member of the 
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local body under the oversight of the elders who has 
great value for the church. 

Be zealous - "in diligence not slothful, fervent 
in spirit; serving the Lord" (Rom. 12:11}. Don't be 
lazy or lackadaisical - "whatsoever ye do, work 
heartily, as unto the lord, and not unto men" (Col. 
3:23). Try and develop an attitude of "stick-to-it
ness." Don't start something and then easily give up. 
Don't always be critical or have a negative attitude. 
Offer constructive criticism when needed. Help be a 
solution to whatever problem may exist. Anybody 
can sit back and criticize and do nothing to help 
solve the problem. Be a leader if possible. If you can
not be a leader, then be the best follower you can be. 
By your example and positive disposition you will be 
a grej:lt encourager to others. 

Every Christian can leave a positive mark on the 
local church by being a good example (1 Cor. 11: 1). 
Start by being faithful in attendance, for worship, for 
Bible class, and mid-week Bible study. Don't miss 
these services unless it is beyond your control. Don't 
be someone who willfully forsakes the assembly for 
worldly activities or laziness (He b. 1 0:25). Your in
fluence is hampered if you are not faithful in atten
dance for gospel meetings, Vacation Bible Schools, 
and other times in which an assembly meets. Attend 
the business meetings, teachers meetings, and other 
times in which brethren discuss the work. Only then 
can you encourage and motivate others to be in wor
ship at every opportunity available. Only then can 
you encourage elders, deacons, preachers, and other 
members in every facet of the work. Only then can 
you encourage apostate members to be restored and 
resume faithfulness . 

Be blameless in your conduct and treatment of 
others - "and be ye kind one to another, tender
hearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in 
Christ forgave you" (Eph. 4:32). Truly cultivate a 
love for your brethren- "love one another from the 
heart fervently" (1 Pet. 1:22). The Bible teaches that 
every Christian is to put forth the necessary effort 
"to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" 
(Eph. 4:3). Be a peacemaker. Be genuinely interested 
in the unity of the local congregation. Be one who 
promotes unity and not division. Try and get along 
with others even in times of disagreements- "doing 
nothing through faction or through vainglory, but in 
lowliness of mind each counting the other bett.er 
than himself; not looking each of you to his own 
things, but each of you to the things of others" (Phil. 
2:2-3). 



The things one may do with and for the local 
congregation are unending. Begin by regularly pray
ing for the local church, her elders, preachers, dea
cons, and members. Pray for both spiritual and nu
merical growth. Visit the sick, the shut-ins, and the 
wayward members. Pay visits to the local hospitals 
and nursing homes, to members and non-members 
alike. Check on widows, orphans, and those desti
tute to see if they have needs you can meet 0 ames 
1 :27). Any benevolent matter that one can do in the 
name of Christ will not go unnoticed in the judg
ment (Matt. 25 :34-40). Service to others is a great 
way to "let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven (Matt. 5:16; Eph. 2:10; -Titus 
2:14). Service to humanity is one of the w~ys in 
which the Christian serves God. Jesus left us an ex
ample of service. No task is to menial, not even 
washing another's feet Oohn 13: 15). 

Will your health allow you to mow and rake 
another's yard? Is there some cleaning up around 
one's house or in their yard you can do? A woman 
may offer to clean another's house, iron clothes, or 
bake some pastries. Can you help clean the church 
building, wash curtains, or laundry baptismal gar
ments and towels? What maintenance jobs are you 
qualified for? Can you clean out a flower garden for 
another? One could even provide transportation to 
worship, mid-week Bible study, the grocery store, or 
to a doctor's appointment. Communion trays must 
be prepared for the Lord's Supper; meals must be 
prepared for visiting evangelists; and there is always 
something to provide or do anytime a death or trag
edy comes to a home. Use your imagination to see 
how many different things you can come up with to 
assist those in need. 

Is there secretary work you could be a part of? 
Can you teach or assist a teacher? Can you fill in for 
the preacher or as a Bible class teacher when needed? 
Men should prepare themselves to lead in worship as 
it pertains to prayer, singing, the Lord's Supper, 
teaching, and giving. Workdays are often a part of 
local congregational activities. Whatever program 
may be a part of the local church, man-power is 
needed for it to be a success. One of the most discon
certing things I see in the church today is retired 
people who have also retired from the Lord's service. 
Don't allow this to happen to you. Use the free time 
you now have and longevity of life to do things in 
the Lord's behalf that you have never yet had the 
time or opportunity for. 

Conclusion 
Just remember that if someone is not involved in the 
work of the local congregation he is probably not in
volved in the Lord's work at all. Not everyone will 
have the same talents and interests in doing what oth
ers may do. Find out what you can do and "just do it" 
like the tennis shoe commercial says. Our Lord's 
church is depicted as a "vineyard" and we are God's 
"fellow workers" (Matt. 20:1; 1 Cor. 3:9). If members 
of the local congregation do not do the Lord's work in 
their respective community then it simply will not get 
done. God has always worked through human instru
ments to evangelize, edify, and be benevolent. 
"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain 
in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:5 8). 105 East Planters 
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(Frazier Conley, well-known and much respected gospel preacher, gathered the following information 
about the teaching of Mohammed and the teaching of Jesus. You will find it interesting.) 

Mohammed's Koran 

2:190-191: ~~Fight in the cause of Allah those who 
fight and persecute you, but commit no aggression 
... and slay them when and where you get the better 
of them" 

2:193: "Fight them until persecution is no more 
and religion is for Allah." 

2:216: "Fighting has been ordained for you." 
2:244: "Fight in the cause of Allah." 

3:12: "Say to those who disbelieve, "You shall soon 
be overcome and gathered together to be driven to
wards hell." 
3:32: "Allah does not love the disbelievers.,, 
3:141: "And ... Allah will wipe off the disbelievers 
gradually." 
3: 148: "Lord grant us victory over the disbelieving 
people." 

3:151-152: "We shall certainly strike terror into the 
hearts of those who have disbelieved. . . and cer
tainly Allah had made good his promise to you 
when you were slaying them to pieces by his per
mission." 

4:74: "Let those who would prefer the hereafter to 
the present life, fight in the cause of Allah." 

4:76: "Fight against the friends of satan." 
4:77: "Fighting has been made binding" 
4:84: "Urge on the faithful to fight., 
4:89: "If they tum back, then capture them and kill 
them wherever you find them, and do not take any
one of them as a friend or as a helper." 
4:91: "it is these [unbelievers] against whom we 
have given absolute authority." 
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Jesus' New Testament 

Matthew 5:7: "Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 

Matthew 5:9: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God. 

1 Peter 3:9: Do not return·evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling; but on the contrary bless, for to this you 
have been called, that you may obtain a blessing. 

Matthew 5:43-45: "You have heard that it was said, 
'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, so that you may be sons 
of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust. 

Matthew 5:38-39: "You have heard that it was said, 
~ eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But I say 
to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if any one 
strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 
also; 

1 Thessalonians 5: 15: See that none of you repays 
evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one an
other and to all. 

1 Peter 2:20-23: For what credit is it, if when you 
do wrong and are beaten for it you take it patiently? 
But if when you do right and suffer for it you take it 
patiently, you have God's approval. For to this you 
have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that you should follow 
in his steps. He committed no sin; no guile was 
found on his lips. When he was reviled, he did not 
revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. 



4:95: "Allah has indeed granted eminence to those 
who strive in his cause over those who stay at 
home." 
4:104: "Do not be slack in pursuing thest> disbeliev
ing people." 

5:33: "The only recompense of those who make 
war against Allah and his messenger and who strive 
hard to create disorder in the land, is that they be 
executed or crucified to death, or that their hands 
or feet be cut off, or they be exiled." 
5:3 8 "As for the thief, both male and female, cut off 
their hands." 

8:12-13: "I will indeed strike terror into the hearts 
of those who disbelieve. So smite on your enemy's 
necks and above these on their heads and strike off 
all their fingertips. This punishment is given them 
because they opposed Allah and his Messenger, and 
whosoever opposes Allah, for him, Allah is severe 
in punishment." 

8:60: Against them make ready your strength to the 
utmost of your pow~r, including steeds of war, to 
strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies of Al
lah and your enemies, ... 

8:66: if there are a hundred of you, patient and per
severing, they will vanquish two hundred, and if a 
thousand, they will vanquish two thousand. 

8:67: It is not for any prophet to have captives until 
he hath made slaughter in the land. 

8:74: Those who believe, and adopt exile, and fight 
for the Faith, in the cause of Allah as well as those 
who give (them) asylum and aid,- these are (all) in 
very truth the Believers: for them is the forgiveness 
of sins and a provision most generous. 

Luke 6:27-29: "But I say to you that hear, Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
To him who strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also; and from him who takes away your coat 
do not withhold even your shirt. 

Romans 12:17-21: Repay no one evil for evil, but 
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If 
possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peace
ably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the rath of God; for it is written, "Ven
geance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." No, "if 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 
him drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
coals upon his head." Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 

Matthew 10:23: When they persecute you in one 
town, flee to the next; for truly, I say to you, you 
will not have gone through all the towns of Israel, 
before the Son of man comes. 
Romans 12:14: Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. 

1 Corinthians 4:12: and we labor, working with 
our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when perse
cuted, we endure; 

2 Corinthians 12:10: For the sake of Christ, then, I 
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities; for when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 

2 Timothy 3:12: Indeed all who desire to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

Mark 11:25: And whenever you stand praying, for
give, if you have anything against any one; so that 
your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you 
your trespasses." 
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9:5: slay the idolaters wherever ye find them, and 
take them (captive), and besiege them, and prepare 
for them each ambush 

9:12-14: But if they ... taunt you for your Faith,
fight ye the chiefs of Unfaith: ... that thus they may 
be restrained. What! will you not fight a people 
who broke their oaths and aimed at the expulsion 
of the Messenger, and they attacked you first ... 
fight them, Allah will punish them by your hands 
and bring them to disgrace, and assist you against 
them 

9:29: Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the 
Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been 
forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor ac
knowledge the religion of Truth 

9:73: 0 Prophet! strive hard against the unbelievers 
and the hypocrites and be unyielding to them; and 
their abode is hell, and evil is the destination. 

9:86: When a chapter is revealed, enjoining them 
to believe in Allah and to strive and fight along with 
His Messenger, those with wealth and influence 
among them ask thee for exemption, and say: 
"Leave us (behind): we would be with those who sit 
(at home)." ... 88 But the messenger and those who 
believe with him strive with their wc:-nlth and their 
lives. 

1---------------
9:123: 0 ye who believe! fight those of the disbe
lievers who are near to you, and let them find 
harshness in you, and know that Allah is with those 
who keep their duty (unto Him). 
13:41: See they not that We gradually reduce the 
land (in their control) from its outlying borders? 

15:4: Never did we destroy a population that had 
not a term decreed and assigned beforehand. 5 No 
people can hasten on their doom nor can they post
pone it. 
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Luke 23:34: And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do." And they cast lots 
to divide his garments. 

Galatians 5:22: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful
ness, 

Hebrews 12:14: Strive for peace with all men, and 
for the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord. 

Matthew 26:51-52: And behold, one of those who 
were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his 
sword, and struck the slave of the high priest, and 
cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, "Put your 
sword back into its place; for all who take the 
sword will perish by the sword. 

Acts 7:59-60: And as they were stoning Stephen, 
... he knelt down and cried with a loud voice, 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them." 

John 18:36: Jesus answered, "My kingship is not of 
this wbrld; if my kingship were of this world, my 
servants would fight, that I might not be handed 
over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the 
world." 

1 Timothy 6:12: Fight the good fight of the faith; 
2 Timothy 4:7: I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith 



Seventy-two Virgins? 

To Muslims the Koran is the very word of 
Go4, who spoke through the angel Gabriel 
to Mohammad. Some "scholars" offer new 

theories of the Koran. Christoph Luxenberg (a 
pseudonym) argues that the Koran has been misread 
and mistranslated for centuries. He insists that there 
is no promise in the Koran to give virgins to Islamic 
martyrs. He claims that the reward awaiting suicide
killers are in reality "white raisins" of crystal clarity 
rather than fair maidens. Muslim males dreaming of 
sexual bliss·in the Muslim hereafter, to conjure away 
the wide-eyed Houris promised to the faithful in 
suras XLIV.:S4; LII.20, LV.72, and LVI.22, to their 
considerable disappointment and dismay will be 
given 72 "white raisins" of "crystal clarity" rather 
than doe-eyed, and ever willing virgins. 

Where, then, do the 72 virgins come from? 
There is no mention anywhere in the Koran of 

the actual number of virgins available in paradise. 
The dark-eyed damsels are available for all Muslims, 
not just martyrs. 

Muslims are motivated to terrorism because the 
Koran, the Bible of Islam, tells them that fighting 
non-believers is a duty of every Muslim and the only 
way to be certain of going to heaven is to die ·fighting 
in the cause of Allah. 

If they can make it to heaven, one of the rewards 
all Muslims are promised is 72 virgins. The number 
of virgins is not specified in the Koran, it comes from 
a quotation of Muhammad recorded in one of the 
lesser-known Hadith. ("Hadith" is an Arabic word 
meaning traditions. Mter Muhammad's death, sev
eral collections of his deeds and sayings were as
sembled. These collections are called Hadith and 
form the second most authoritative document in> Is
lam, right after the Koran.) 

The specific Hadith in which the number of vir
gins is specified is Hadith Al-Tirmidhi in the Book of 
Sunah (volume Iv, chapters on The Features of Para
dise as described by the Messenger of Allah, chapter 
21, About the Smallest Reward for the People of 
Paradise. The same hadith is also quoted by Ibn 
Kathir in his Koranic commentary (Tafsir) of Surah 
Al-Rahman: 

"The Prophet Muhammad was heard saying: 
'The smallest reward for the people of paradise is an 

abode where there are 80,000 servants and 72 wives, 
over which stands a dome decorated with pearls, 
aquamarine, and ruby, as wide as the distance from 
Al-Jabiyah [a Damascus suburb] to Sana'a [Yemen]." 

So it isn't the case that only martyrs get the vir
gins, but the only way to get the virgins is to get to 
heaven, and Koran is quite specific that the only way 
to be certain of getting to heaven is to die in Jihad. 

Virgins (Houris) 
Mohammed· knew that sex would sell very well 
among the group of his lecherous followers who 
were motivated to fight battles by the promise of sex 
slaves and booty. By constantly emphasizing to his 
followers that they would get untouched virgins in 
Paradise, Mohammed is clearly expressing his "high" 
opinion of the institution of marriage and his fair
ness to women. Once the followers go to heaven, 
they can conveniently ditch their wives for the 
fresher and more pleasurable sexual encounters with 
"Houris" (beautiful virgins). Not only that, the poor 
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wives who gave up their virginity for the pleasure of 
their husbands do not get even one Male Sex Bomb. 
Bur wait, Allah is all merciful! He gives the wives the 
rare honor of watching their husbands deflower 
those 72 Houris (virgins) and 28 young pre-pubes
cent boys. The relevant verses from the Koran are: 

• Koran 78:31 
As for the righteous, they shall surely triumph. 

Theirs shall be gardens and vineyards, and high-bo
somed virgins for companions: a truly overflowing 
cup. 

• Koran 37:40-48 
... They will sit with bashful, dark-eyed virgins, as 

chaste as the sheltered eggs of ostriches. 
• Koran 44:51-55 

... Yes and We shall wed them to dark-eyed 
houris. (beautiful virgins) 

• Koran 52:17-20 
... T hey shall recline on couches ranged in rows. 

To dark-eyed houris (virgins) we shall wed them. 
• Koran 55:56-57 

In them will be bashful virgins neither man nor 
Jinn will have touched before. Then which of the 
favours of your Lord will you deny ?" 

• Koran 55:57-58 
Virgins as fair as corals and rubies. Then which 

of the favours of your Lord will you deny?" 
• Koran 56:7-40 

... We created the houris (the beautiful women) 
and made them virgins, loving companions for those 
on the right hand. 

• Koran 55:70-77 
"In each there shall be virgins chaste and fa ir ... 

Dark eyed virgins sheltered in their tents whom nei
ther man nor Jin will have touched before. 
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In the Hadiths, Mohammed goes one step fur
ther and expands the promise of virgins to include a 
free sex market where there is no limit of the number 
of sexua l partners. Women and young boys are on 
display as if in a fruit market where you can choose 
the desired ripeness. 

Quote from Hadiths 
AI Hadis, Vol. 4, p. 172, No. 34 

Ali reported that the Apostle of Allah said, "There is 
in Paradise a market wherein there will be no buying 
or selling, but will consist of men and women. W hen 
a man desi res a beauty, be will have intercourse with 
them." 

Young Boys 

Homosexuality was and is wide ly practised in Is
lamic countries. To please the homosexuals among 
his followers he promised them pre-pubescent boys 
in Paradise. So after committing plunder, loot, rape, 
and murder in this life, the followers of Islam get 
"rewarded" by untouched virgina l youths who are 
fresh like pearls. 

The relevant verses from the Koran are: 
• Koran 52:24 

Round about them wi ll serve, to them, boys 
(handsome) as pearls well-guarded. 

• Koran 56:17 
Round about them wi ll serve boys of perpetual 

freshness. 
• Kora11 76:19 

And round about them wi ll serve boys of per
petual freshness: if thou seesr them, thou wouldst 
think them scattered pearls. 

A famous poet in Arabia glorified homosexuality. 
As an example I am including a poem in "Perfumed 
Garden" by Abu Nuwas: 

0 the joy of sodomy! 

So now be sodomites, you Arabs. 

' Turn not away from it-

therein is wondrous pleasure. 

Take some coy lad with kiss-curls 

rwisting on his temple 

and ride as he stands like some gazelle 

standing to her mate. 

A lad whom all can see 

girt with sword and belt 

not like your whore who has to go vei led. 

Make for smooth-faced boys 

and do your very best to mount them, 

for women are the mounts of the devils 



Water 

One of the major problems in the desert of Arabia 
was shortage of pure water. Mohammed knew very 
well that to the Arabians, fresh water was an item of 
luxury. So promising them abundant pure water, 
rivers, fountains and springs in paradise would defi
nitely lure them to murder, loot and plunder people 
of other religions in this life. 

The relevant verses from the Koran are: 
• Koran 13:35 

This is the paradise which the righteous have 
been promised: it is watered by running streams. 

• Koran 3:198 
As for those that fear their Lord, theirs shall be 

gardens watered by running streams in which they 
will abide for ever, and a goodly welcome from God. 

• Koran 3:136 
... These shall be rewarded with forgiveness fro m 

their Lord and with gardens watered by run.ning 
streams, where they shall dwell foreve r. Blessed is 
the reward of those who do good works. 

• Koran 15:45 
The righteous (will be) amid gardens and foun

tains (of clear flowing water) . 
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• Koran 22:23 
As for those who have faith and who do good 

work, God will admit them to gardens watered by 
running streams. 

• Koran 47:15 
H ere is a Parable Of the Garden which the righ

teous are promised: In it are rive rs of water incor
ruptible; 

• Koran 55:50-51 
In them each will be two springs flowing free; 

Then w hich of the favours of your Lord will you 
deny? 

• Koran 55:66-67 
In them will be Two Springs pouring forth water 

in continuous abundance: Then which of the favours 
of your Lord will you deny? 

• Koran 44:51-55 
As for the righteous, they shall be lodged m 

peace together amidst gardens and fountains. 
• Koran 56:7-40 

... They shall recline on couches raised on high in 
the shade of tho rnless Lore trees and talhs; amidst 
gushing water. 

Wine 

Mohammed had to find mo re selling points besides 
virgins, young boys and plenty of water. What good 
would be of Paradise wi thout rivers of wine for his 
followers? Wine was an extremely precious com
modity in the dry deserts of Arabia where it was rare 
to find vineyards. Mohammed had a problem here
he had to include wine in his "Paradise-Package" but 
how could he include it in the list when Allah had 
declared intoxicants as sinful. The only way to do 
this was to somehow claim that the wine in the 
promised Paradise was not in toxicating and there
fore not sinful. Never mind the fact that wine by na
ture contains alcohol, which is intoxicating. 

The relevant verses from the Koran are: 
• Koran 47:15 

Here is a Parable of the Garden which the righ
teous are promised. In it are ... r ivers of wine. 

• Koran 3 7:40-48 
But the true servants of God shall be well provided 

for, ... they shall be se rved with goblet fi lled at a gush
ing fountain, white and delicious to those who drink 
it. It will neither dull their senses nor befuddle them. 

• Koran 56:7-40 
They shall recli ne on jewelled couches face to 

face, and there shalt wait on them immortal youths 
with bowls and ewers and a cup of purest wine: 
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• Koran 83:23-26 
The righteous will surely dwell in bliss. Reclining 

upon soft couches they will gaze around them: and 
in their faces you shall mark the glow of joy. T hey 
shall be given a pure w ine to drink, securely sealed, 
whose very dregs are musk. 

Fruits 

So far Mohammed has presented a very appetizing 
picture of Paradise, but then it struck him that sex is 
no fu n on an empty stomach. Besides that one needs 
lots of nutrition in order to have the energy to per
form with so many H ouris and young boys. The 
prophet was an expert on this su bject having 
honoured every one of hi s numerous wives and mis
tresses with a nightly visitation on one single night. 
Besides the only fruits he had ever gotten to taste in 
this life were some dates and dry pomegranates. So 
heaven had to be furb ished with an inexhaustible 
supply of every variety o f fruit. 

The relevant verses from the Koran are: 
• Koran 13:35 

This is the paradise which the righteous have 
been promised .. . eternal are its fruits, and eternal 
are its shades. 

• Koran 37:40-48 
But the true servants of God shall be well pro

vided for, feasting on fruit and honoured in the gar
dens of delight. 

• Kora11 43:68-73 
.. . Such will be the garden of which ye are made 

heirs for your deeds. Ye shall have therein abundance 
of fru it, from which ye shall have satisfaction. 

• Koran 47:15 
Here is a Parable Of the Garden w hich the righ

teous are promised: .. .In it are ri vers of mi lk of 
which the taste never changes; rivers of wine, a joy 
to those who drink; And rivers of honey pure and 
clear. In it there are for them all kinds of fruits; And 
grace from their Lord. 

• Koran 55:47-49 
Contai ning all kinds of trees and delights. Then 

which of the favours of your Lord will you deny? 
• Koran 55:52-53 

In them there wi ll be fruits o f every kind, two 
and two. T hen which of the favours of your Lord 
will you deny? 

• Koran 55:54-55 
.. . T he fruit of the gardens will be near and easy 

to reach. Then which of the favours of your Lord 
will you deny? 
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• Koran 55:68-69 
In them w ill be fruits, and dates and pomegran

ates: Then which of the favours of your Lord will 
you deny? 

• Koran 44:51-55 
... Secure against all ills, they shall call for every 

kind of fru it. 
• Koran 56:7-40 

They shall recline on jewelled couches face to 
face, and there shalt wait on them immortal youths 
with ... fruits of their own choices and fl esh of fowls 
that they relish. 

• Koran 76:13-21 
... Reclining there upon soft couches, they shall 

fee l neither the scorching heat nor the biting cold. 
Trees will spread their shade around them, and fruits 
will hang in clusters over them. 

Bur the best was yet to come. The h ighlight of 
life in Islamic Paradise is the fact that one doesn't 
have to go to the toi let. All merciful Allah had mi
raculously provides a much better system for getting 
rid of body waste. You simple sweat it out (probably 
after all that sex or belch after consuming all that 
fruit and wine) 
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Quote from the Hadiths: 
Sahih Muslim Book 39, Number 6798, 

Narrated Jabir ibn Abdullah: 

I heard Allah's Apostle (pbuh) as saying that the in
mates of Paradise would eat and drink but would 
neither spit, nor pass water, nor void excrement, nor 
suffer catarrh. It was said: Then, what would happen 
with food? Thereupon he said: They would belch 
and sweat (and it would be over with their food), 
and their sweat would be that of musk and they 
would glorify and praise Allah as easily as you 
breathe." 

Wealth 

Mohammed wanted to ensure that his foljowers 
would not be obsessed with "worldly things" in this 
life. So he made sure that they have plenty of 
worldly things to pursue in heaven. 

The relevant verses from the Koran are: 
• Koran 22:23 

As for those who have faith and who do good 
work, God will admit them to gardens watered by 
running streams. They shall be decked with pearls 
and bracelets of gold, and arrayed in garments of 
silk. 

• Koran 43:68-73 
Enter ye the Garden, Ye and your wives, in 

beauty and rejoicing. To them will be passed round, 
dishes and goblets of gold: there will be there all that 
soul could desire, all that the eyes could delight in: 
and ye shall abide there in. 

• Koran 55:70-77 
... They shall recline on green cushions and fine 

carpets. Then which of the favours of your Lord will 
you deny? 

• Koran 44:51-55 
As for the righteous, they shall be lodged in 

peace together amidst gardens and fountains, ar
rayed in rich silks and fine brocade. 

• Koran 55:54-55 
They will recline on carpets, whose inner linings 

will be of rich brocade. 
• Koran 56:7-40 

They shall recline on jewelled couches. 
• Koran 76:13-21 

... They shall be arrayed in garments of fine 
green silk and rich brocade, and adorned with brace
lets of silver. 

Mohammed's promise of an Islamic Paradise that 
glittered with the fulfillment of all sorts of wordly 
desires and sense enjoyment was nothing but a sinis-

ter ploy to recruit those who had no hope or expec
tation of ever getting these things in their present 
lives. Knowing that they are assured of such a Para
dise simply because they follow Islam, Muslims can 
go around committing murder, rape plunder and 
loot. It is the picture of this paradise that has moti
vated Muslims over the centuries to cut down people 
of other religions, to desecrate their places of wor
ship and mistreat them in the name of Allah. Even 
after death, the spiritually deprived Prophet of Islam 
could not see beyond wine, women and food, let 
alone exploring spiritual heights of the soul. 

The sensual pleasures are graphically elaborated 
by Al-Suyuti (died 1505), Koranic commentator. He 
wrote: "Each time we sleep with a houri we find her 
virgin. The sensation that you feel each time you 
make love is utterly delicious and out of this world 
and were you to experience it in this world you 
would faint. Each chosen one [i.e. Muslim] will 
marry seventy [sic] houris, besides the women he 
married on earth." 

The Martyrs 
By William Cowper 

''A patriot's blood, 
Well spent in such a strife, may earn indeed, 
And for a time ensure, to his lov' d land, 
The sweets of liberty and equal laws; 
But martyrs struggle for a brighter prize, 
And win it with more pain. 
Their blood is shed in confirmation 

of the noblest claim-
To walk with God, to be divinely free, 
To soar, and to anticipate the skies! 
Yet few remember them. They liv'd unknown 
Till persecution dragg'd them into fame, 
And chas'd them up to heav' n. Their ashes flew
No marble tells us whither. With their names 
No bard embalms and sanctifies his song: 
And history, so warm on meaner themes, 
Is cold on this. She execrates indeed 
The tyranny that doom'd them to the fire, 
But gives the glorious suff'rers little praise. 
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(Among maverick religions there is the Christian Science Religion, 
which we will review even though it is not listed on our Chart of Various Religious Groups.) 

Christian Science Religion 
Compiled, edited, and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Christian Science religion was founded in 
18 79 by Mary Baker Eddy, who wrote the 
book Science and Health with Key to the 

Scriptures (1875), which she claimed was a final rev
elation from God and the key to understanding the 
Bible. She also claimed the Bible has many mistakes 
in it, calling it a "dark book." 

In 1892, Eddy reorganized the Boston church 
and renamed it The First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
or The Mother Church. It is run by a self-perpetuat
ing board of directors. The form of organization is 
prescribed in the Manual of the Mother Church 
(1895, last revised 1908), written by Eddy. Local 
churches are designated as branches of The Mother 
Church; each branch is self-governing, although its 
mode of organization and operation must be conso
nant with the Manual of the Mother Church (Encarta 
Reference Library). The Manual is considered as in
spired and may not be amended. 

Eddy founded the Christian Science Publishing 
Society in 1898 and organized and edited various 
Christian Science publications. In 1908 she estab
lished the Christian Science Monitor, a highly re
garded international daily newspaper. Among her 
other writings are Christian Healing (1886), the au
tobiographical Retrospection and Introspection 
(1891), Unity of Good (1887), and Miscellaneous 
Writings, 1896 (Encarta Reference Library). 

Reared in a strict Congregationalist home in ru
ral New Hampshire, Mary Baker Eddy (Eddy is the 
last name of her third husband) broke with the 
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hellfire determinism of her father's stark Calvinist 
theology. Yet she retained from that heritage a Bible
centered, . though somewhat unorthodox, piety 
(Britannica Encyclopedia). 

Pet:sonal misfortune and ill health contributed to 
Eddy's preoccupation with the question of God's re
sponsibility for human suffering. Eddy's own search 
for health led her to experiment with various alter
native healing methods, including homeopathy, hy
drotherapy (water cure), and the therapeutic tech
niques of Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, a charismatic 
healer from Maine. Her association with him from 
1862 to 1865 strengthened her belief, acquired by 
her experiments with homeopathy, in the mental na
ture of disease. It also spurred her own search for the 
meaning of New Testament (Britannica Encyclope
dia). 

Beliefs and practices 

Christian Science subscribes to the Christian belief in 
an omnipotent, purposeful God, accepts the author
ity (though not the inerrancy) of the Bible, and holds 
the Crucifixion and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
to be indispensable to the redemption of mankind. It 
departs from traditional Christianity in rejecting the 
deity (but not the divinity) of Jesus, seeing his life as 
exemplifying a divine sonship that belongs to all men 
and women as God's children. 

Unlike some forms of liberal Protestantism, how
ever, Christian Science does not view Jesus as simply 
a moral exemplar. Rather, his healing works and his 
victory over death are regarded as proof that the 
limitations of the mortal state can be overcome in
crementally as one gains "the mind of Christ," that 
is, an understanding of man's true spiritual status. 
This attainment requires looking beyond material 
appearances to a spiritual reality that orthodox 
Christianity associates with heaven but that Chris
tian Science considers being a demonstrable fact. 

The ordinary materialist view of man and the 
universe, according to Christian Science, provides a 



fa!.;e sense of reality that is the result of the inad
equacy of human perception. Eddy argued that the 
traditional Christian belief that matter is created by 
God is a fallacy that leads to the conclusion that God 
is responsible for all suffering in the universe and 
that salvation involves the resurrection of "the 
flesh." Redemption from sin is basic to salvation, be
cause sin in all its forms is a denial of God's sover
eignty predicated on the belief that life, will, and 
mind evolve from matter rather than from spirit. At 
the same time Eddy, unlike some of her more opti
mistic followers, saw redemption as a long and de
manding process, calling upon the Christian virtues 
of patience, humility, repentance, and cross-bearing. 

What Does Christian Science Teach? 
The following doctrines are referenced out of the 
primary Christian Science work, Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 

It is supposed to be a companion to the Bible. 
Science and Health together with the Bible are 

called the Pastor of Christian Science. 
1. God is infinite ... and there is no other power or 

source, S&H, 471:18. 

Back in print/ 
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2. God is Universal Principle, S&H 331:18-19 
3. God cannot indwell a person, S&H 336:19-20 
4. God is the only intelligence in the universe, in-

cluding man, S&H 330:11-12 
5. God is Mind, S&H 330:20-21; 469:13 
6. God is the Father-Mother, S&H 331:30; 332:4 
7. The Trinity is Life, Truth, and Love, S&H 

331:26 
8. Belief in the traditional doctrine of the Trinity is 

polytheism, S&H 256:9-11 
9. Christ is the spiritual idea of sonship, S&H 

331:30-31 
10. Jesus was not the Christ, S&H 333:3-15; 334:3 
11. "Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself de

clared ... " S&H 361:12-13 
12. Jesus did not reflect the fullness of God, S&H 

336:20-21 
13. Jesus did not die, S&H 45:32-46:3 
14. The Holy Spirit is divine science, S&H 331:31 
15. There is no devil, S&H 469:13-17 
16. There is no sin, S&H 447:24 
17. Evil and good are not real, S&H, 330:25-27; 

470:9-14 
18. Matter, sin, and sickness are not real, but only il

lusions, S&H 335:7-15; 447:27-28 
19. Life is not material or organic, S&H, 83:21 
20. The sacrifice of Jesus was not sufficient to 

cleanse from sin, S&H, 25:6 
21. True ·healings are the result of true belief, S&H, 

194:6 
• Additionally, Christian Scientists prefer not to 

use doctors, medicine, or immunizations. Christian 
Science Practitioners are used to help people through 
the false reality of illness. 

• Proper prayer and training are employed to 
battle the "non-reality" of illness. 

• They have no ordinances like the Lord's Sup
per or baptism. 

• Church services are interspersed with Bible 
reading and readings from Science and Health. 

• Mary Baker Eddy is highly regarded as a rev
elator of God's word, almost equal to Jesus. 

Quotes from Mary Baker Eddy from Science and 
Health with Key to the Scriptures 

"One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay 
the debt of sin. The atonement requires constant 
self-immolation on the sinner's part. That God's 
wrath should be vented upon His beloved Son, is tii
vinely unnatural. Such a theory is man-made" (S&H, 
p. 23:3-7). 
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"The material blood of Jesus was no more effica
cious to cleanse from sin when it was shed upon 'the 
accursed tree,' than when it was flowing in his veins 
as he went daily about his Father 's business" (S&H, 
25 :6-8). 

"His disciples believed Jesus to be dead while he 
was hidden in the sepulcher, whereas he was alive .. 
. " (S&H, p. 44:28-29). 

" .. . his body was not changed until he himself as
cended, - or, in other words, rose even higher in 
the understanding of Spirit, God ... and this exalta
t ion explained his ascension, and revealed unmistak
ably a probationary and progressive state beyond the 
grave" (S&H, p. 46:15-17; 20-24) . . 

"His students then received the Holy Ghost. By 
this is meant, that by all they had witnessed and suf
fered, they were roused to an enlarged understand
ing of divine Science" (S&H, p. 46:30-32). 

''A scientific mental method is more sanitary than 
the use of drugs, and such a mental method produces 
permanent health" (S&H, 79:7-9). 

"It is contrary to Christian ·Science to suppose 
that life is either material or organically sp iritual" 
(S&H, 83:21-22). 

"The admission to one's self that man is God's 
own likeness sets man free to master the infinite 
idea" (S&H 90:24-25). 

"The theory of three persons in one God {that is, 
a personal Trinity or Tri-unity) suggests polytheism 
... " (S&H, p. 256:9-11). 
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"Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which in
dicates His tender relationship to His spiritual cre
ation" (S&H, p. 332:4-5 .). 

"The word Christ is not properly a synonym for 
Jesus, though it is commonly so used" (S&H, p. 
333:3-4 ). 

"Mind is the I AM, or infinity. Mind never enters 
the finite ... but infinite Mind can never be in man .. . 
a portion of God could not enter man" (S&H, p 
336:1-2,13, 19-20). 

" .. . and recognize that Jesus Christ is not God, as 
Jesus himself declared, but is the Son of God" (S&H, 
p 361:11-13). 

Speaking of Genesis 2:7, "Then the Lord God 
formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living being," Eddy says, "Is this addition to His ere
arion real or unreal? Is it the truth, or is it a lie con
cerning man and God? It must be a lie, for God pres
ently curses the ground ... " (S&H, p. 524:13-27). 

In describing what the Devil is, it says, "Evil; a 
lie ; error; neither corporeality nor mind; the oppo
site of Truth; a belief in sin, sickness, and death; ani
mal magnetism or hypnotism; the lust of the flesh, 
which saith: 'I am life and intelligence in matter. 
There is more than one mind, for I am mind, - a 
wicked mind, self-made or created by a tribal god 
and put into the opposite of mind, termed matter, 
thence to reproduce a mortal universe, including 
man, not after the image and likeness of Spirit, but 
after its own image" (S&H, p. 584:17-25). 

"If there had never existed such a person as the 
Galilean Prophet, it would make no difference to 
me" (The First Chu rch of Christ Scientist and Mis
cellany, pp. 318-3 19). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bl FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 
Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends, Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah's Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 
Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct- merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and chL,rch 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism e-re 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace - Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbltraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bl Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood) 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Interview with Pierre Rehov 

On July 15, MSNBC's "Connected" program 
discussed the 7/7 London attacks. One of 
the guests was Pierre Rehov, a French film

maker who has filmed six documentaries on the 
intif~da by going undercover in the Palestinian areas. 
Pierre's upcoming film, "Suicide Killers," is based on 
interviews that he conducted with the families of sui
cide bombers and would-be bombers in an attempt 
to find out why they do it. Pierre agreed to a Q&A 
interview here about his work on the new film. 

What inspired you to produce 'Suicide Killers," 
your seventh film? 

I started working with victims of suicide attacks 
to make a film on PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Dis
order) when I became fascinated with the personali
ties of those who had committed those crimes, as 
they were described again and again by their victims. 
Especially the fact that suicide bombers are all smil
ing one second before they blow themselves up. 

Why is this film especially important? 
People don't understand the devastating culture 

behind this unbelievable phenomenon. My film is 
not politically correct because it addresses the real 
problem - showing the real face of Islam. It points 
the finger against a culture of hatred in which the 
uneducated are brainwashed to a level where their 
only solution in life becomes to kill themselves and 
kill others in the name of a God whose word, as 
transmitted by other men, has became their only cer
titude. 

What insights did you gain from making this film? 
What do you know that other experts do not know? 

I came to the conclusion that we are facing a neu
rosis at the level of an entire civilization. Most neu
roses have in common a dramatic event, generally 

· linked to. an unacceptable sexual behavior. In this 
case, we are talking of kids living all their lives in 
pure frustration, with no opportunity to experience 
sex, love, tenderness or even understanding from the 
opposite sex. The separation between men and 
women in Islam is absolute. So is contempt toward 
women, who are totally dominated by men. This 
leads to a situation of pure anxiety, in which normal 
behavior is not possible. It is no coincidence that sui-
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cide killers are mostly young men dominated sub
consciously by an overwhelming libido that they not 
only cannot satisfy but are afraid of, as if it is the 
work of the devil. Since Islam describes heaven as a 
place where everything on earth will finally be al
lowed, and promises 72 virgins to those frustrated 
kids, killing others and killing themselves to reach 
this redemption becomes their only solution. 

What was it like to interview would-be suicide 
bombers, their families and survivors of suicide 
bombings? 

It was a fascinating and a terrifying experience. 
You are dealing with seemingly normal people with 
very nice manners who have their own logic, which 
to a certain extent can make sense since they are so 
convinced that what they say is true. It is like dealing 
with pure craziness, like interviewing people in an 
asylum, since what they say, is for them, the absolute 
truth. I hear a mother saying "Thank God, my son is 
dead." Her son had became a shaheed, a martyr, 
which for her was a greater source of pride than if he 
had became an engineer, a doctor or a winner of the 
Nobel Prize. This system of values works completely 
backwards since their interpretation of Islam wor
ships death much more than life. You are facing 
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people whose only dream, only achievement is to 
fulfill what they believe to be their destiny, namely to 
be a shaheed or the family of a shaheed. They don't 
see the innocent being killed, they only see the im
pure that they have to destroy. 

You say suicide bombers experience a moment of 
absolute power, beyond punishment. Is death the ulti
mate power? 

Not death as an end, but death as a door open to 
the after life. They are seeking the reward that God 
has promised them. They work for God, the ultimate 
authority, above all human laws. They therefore ex
perience this single delusional second of absolute 
power, where nothing bad can ever happen to them, 
since they become God's sword. 

Is there a suicide bomber personality profile? De
scribe the psychopathology. 

Generally kids between 15 and 25 bearing a lot 
of complexes, generally inferiority complexes. They 
must have been fed with religion. They usually have 
a lack of developed personality. Usually they are im
pressionable idealists. In the western world they 
would easily have become drug addicts, but not 
criminals. Interestingly, they are not criminals since 
they don't see good and evil the same way that we 
do. If they had been raised in an Occidental culture, 
they would have hated vio~ence. But they constantly 
battle against their own death anxiety. The only solu
tion to this deep-seated pathology is to be willing to 
die and be rewarded in the after life in Paradise. 

Are suicide bombers principally motivated by reli
gious conviction? 

Yes, it is their only conviction. They don't act to 
gain a territory or to find freedom or even dignity. 
They only follow Allah, the supreme judge, and what 
He tells them to do. 

Do all Muslims interpret jihad and martyrdom in 
the same way? 

All Muslim believers believe that, ultimately, Is
lam will prevail on earth. They believe this is the 
only true religion and there is no room, in their 
mind, for interpretation. The main difference be
tween moderate Muslims and extremists is that mod
erate Muslims don't think they will see the absolute 
victory of Islam during their life time, therefore they 
respect other beliefs. The extremists believe that the 
fulfillment of the Prophecy of Islam and ruling the 
entire world as described in the Koran, is for today. 
Each victory of Bin Laden convinces 20 million mod
erate Muslims to become extremists. 

Describe the culture that manufactures suicide 
bombers. 

Oppression, lack of freedom, brain washing, or
ganized poverty, placing God in charge of daily life, 
total separation between men and women, forbid
ding sex, giving women no power whatsoever, and 
placing men in charge of family honor, which is 
mainly connected to their women's behavior. 

What socio-economic forces support the perpetu
ation of suicide bombings? 

Muslim charity is usually a cover for supporting 
terrorist organizations. But one has also to look at 
countries like Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Iran, which 
are also supporting the same organizations through 
different networks. The ironic thing in the case of 
Palestinian suicide bombers is that most of the money 
comes through financial support from the Occidental 
world, donated to a culture that utterly hates and re
jects the West (mainly symbolized by Israel). 

Is there a financial support network for the fami
lies of the suicide bombers? If so, who is paying them 
and how does that affect the decision? 

There used to be a financial incentive in the days 
of Saddam Hussein ($25,000 per family) and Yasser 
Arafat (smaller amounts), but these days are gone. It 
is a mistake to believe that these families would sacri
fice their children for money. Although, the children 
themselves who are very attached to their families, 
might find in this financial support another reason to 
become suicide bombers. It is like buying a life insur
ance policy and then committing suicide. 

Why are so many suicide bombers young men? 
As discussed above, libido is paramount. Also 

ego, because this is a sure way to become a hero. The 
shaheeds are the cowboys or the firemen of Islam. 
Shaheed is a positively reinforced value in this cul
ture. And what kid has never dreamed of becoming a 
cowboy or a fireman? 

What role does the UN play in the terrorist equa
tion? 

The UN is in the hands of Arab countries and 
third world or ex-communist countries. Their hands 
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are tied. The UN has condemned Israel more than 
any other country in the world, including the regime 
of Castro, Idi Amin or Kaddahfi. By behaving this 
way, the UN leaves a door open by not openly con
demning terrorist organizations. In addition, 
through UNRWA, the UN is directly tied to terror 
organizations such as Hamas, representing 65 per
cent of their apparatus in the so-called Palestinian 
refugee camps. As a support to Arab countries, the 
UN has maintained Palestinians in camps with the 
hope to "return" into Israel for more than 50 years, 
therefore making it impossible to settle those popu
lations, which still live in deplorable conditions. 
Four-hundred million dollars are spent every year, 
mainly financed by U.S. taxes, to support 23,000 em
ployees of UNRWA, many of whom belong to terror
ist organizations (see Congressman Eric Cantor on 
this subject, and in my film "Hostages of Hatred"). 

You say that a suicide bomber is a "stupid bomb 
and a smart bomb" simultaneously. Explain what 
you mean. 

Unlike an electronic device, a suicide killer has 
until the last second the capacity to change his mind. 
In reality, he is nothing but a platform representing 
interests which are not his, but he doesn't know it. 

How can we put an end to the madness of suicide 
bombings and terrorism in general? 

Stop being politically correct and stop believing 
that this culture is a victim of ours. Radical Islamism 
today is nothing but a new form of Nazism. Nobody 
was trying to justify or excuse Hitler in the 1930s. 
We had to defeat him in order to make peace one day 
with the German people. 

Are these men traveling outside their native areas 
in large numbers? Based on your research, would you 
predict that we are beginning to see a new wave of 
suicide bombings outside the Middle East? 

Every successful terror attack is considered a vic
tory by the radical Islamists. Everywhere Islam is ex
panding there is regional conflict. Right now, there 
are thousands of candidates for martyrdom lining up 
in training camps in Bosnia, Afghanistan, Pakistan. 
Inside Europe, hundreds of illegal mosques are pre
paring the next step of brain washing to lost young 
men who cannot find a satisfying identity in the Oc
cidental world. Israel is much more prepared for this 
than the rest of the world will ever be. Yes, there will 
be more suicide killings in Europe and the U.S. Sadly, 
this is only the beginning. R 
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OF 
BmLICAL 

.INSTRUCTION 

During the first century, 
the Word of God had free 

course, and congregations were estab
lished, the apostles emphasized the 

significance of proper 
church leadership (Acts 
14.23; Titus 1.5). Evan-
gelists, Deacons, Pastors, 

and Teachers were offices created by God 
"for the perfecting of the saints,· for the 
work of the ministry, for the e<ijfying of 
the body of Christ" (Eph. 4.11-16). 
Apostasy was foretold, instruction to train 
competent and effective leaders was 
given; and when the last apostle died 
almost immediately the church departed 
from the faith! What was the source of this 
great departure?- LEADERSHIP (Acts 
20.28-30; 3 John 9,10; 2 Tim. 2.2; 4.1-5)! 
Uke ancient Israel who suffered defeat due 
to weak leadership, similarly, "The crown 
is fallen from our head" (Lam. 5.16). The 
Academy of Biblical Instruction calls for 
Christians with faith and devotion like that 
of the ancients to reclaim our nation's 
heritage and strength! Among the Romans 
and Greeks the crown was a symbol of 
victory and reward. To him that trains 
and overcomes is promised the never 
fading crown of glory Qames 1.12; 1 Pet. 
5.4). God is true! 
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Potpourri .•. 

We begin Potpourri this month with an im
portant announcement . . . but first: Do 
you know Edilfonso Rodriquez? 

You don't? 
Well, you should! 
He is a man who stands tall, with giant-like 

qualities, in the defense and bold proclamation of 
eternal verities. Like many a martyr, his name is little 
known and his fame unsung, but he is a remarkable 
man. 

Edilfonso, affectionately called "Eddie," has 
three sons - and he and his wife gave them to the 
Lord ... Israel, Joshua, and Gabriel. 

This noble family, stalwarts of the faith, is the 
product of the profound influence of their godly par
ents. (Would that all God's children could bear such 
fruit.) 

The Rodriquez family holds tenaciously, and 
without apology, to the "things that are most assur
edly believed among us." Thank God for the 
Edilfonso Rodriquez family. 

The Rodriquez children are well grounded in 
biblical truth and self-sacrificing in service to God. 

Now, the anno~ncement: 
''A new leadership training school will begin on 

January 15, 2007, in Beeville, Texas. The school will 
be called The Academy of Biblical Instruction. It will 
be under the oversight of the elders of the Adam's 
Street Church of Christ. The school will focus on 
cultivation of Christian character and the develop
ment of godly leaders." For more information call or 
write: Joshua Rodriquez, 1801 North Adams, 
Beeville, TX 78102- Phone: 361 354-3809. 

Wai·Mart and Homosexual Marriage 
OThe American Family Association, Tupelo, MS, 

on its web-site (http://www.afa,net) announced that 
Wal-Mart is "out of the closet." 

Wal-Mart, the largest retailer in the world, has 
asked for and received permission to join the Na
tional Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. The 
NGLCC is a leading promoter of homosexual mar
riage. 

Although Wal-Mart has never excluded homo
sexuals from being employees, customers, or suppli-

ers, the company wanted to be more closely identi
fied with promoting the homosexual agenda. Wal
Mart is now a "corporate member" of the NGLCC, 
putting their approval on the NGLCC's efforts to 
abolish the definition of marriage as the union of one 
inan and one woman. A Wal-Mart vice president will 
serve as an advisor to the NGLCC, helping them 
promote homosexual marriage. 

NGLCC called Wal-Mart's action "part of the 
company's ongoing commitment to advancing diver
sity (homosexuality) among all of its associate, sup
plier and customer bases." 

To make your voice heard, call Wal-Mart's home 
office headquarters (479-273-4000) and ask for 
Chairman Rob Walton. Also, call your local Wal
Mart manager and express your concern. 

rhe liver 
$SPRING BRANCH - Pastor Scott Heare 

waded into knee-high water in the Guadalupe River 
on Saturday evening joined by the Texas sun, open 
sky and occasional kayaker pondering why he and 
about 150 people were there. 

The majestic cypress trees lining the banks, the 
tiny minnows zipping near the shoreline, the turkey 
vultures soaring overhead created the natural back
drop that he and his Riverside Community Church 
had sought for this old time baptism service. 
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One by one, 16 people, ranging in age from 
adults to babies, were baptized as the audience 
looked on. They wanted a baptism outside the walls 
of grandiose sanctuaries and stained glass windows, 
and void of the comfort of air conditioning and pad
ded seats. That's not the way Christianity's first bap
tism was, they said. And so, the Guadalupe River 
provided a comparable setting to when john the bap
tist lowered jesus into the jordan River. 

River baptism for Heare and his church, a 2 V2-
year-old United Methodist congregation in northern 
Comal County, are part of their attempts to emulate 
the way churches first worshiped as described in the 
New Testament book of Acts. To some, they admit, 
they appear rather unconventional. 

Heare has been to Israel where he waded in the 
Jordan River, saving in a closet the Nike running 
shoes he wore into the water. They were on his feet 
again Saturday, giving him traction and a symbolic 
memory. And to add more sentiment, Heare poured 
a small bottle of actual water from the jordan into 
the Guadalupe. 

From youngest to oldest, each candidate came 
forward along with friends and family who stood in 
the water with them and often helped Heare secure 
them during the baptism process. 

Then, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, Heare who is 6-foot-5 -inches tall gently 
guided them down into the water and quickly up. 
Each time they emerged, the audience on the shore 
erupted with cheers and applause, snapping pictures 
and holding up video cameras. 

A 1-year-old boy wearing swim shoes - and 
trunks covering his diaper - was among the first. 
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His parents spoke for him and water was cupped and 
poured over his head (Express-News, Aug. 31, 
2006). 

[Editorial comment: It is good to see people seek
ing to follow the teaching and practice of the first
century church. However, we challenge Heare and his 
followers to show where in the New Testament a 1-
year-old in diapers was "baptized'' by pouring a 
handful· of water on its head. We encourage these 
people to recognize that baptism in water washes 
away sins - Acts 22: 16; that infants have no sins 
and are not candidates for Bible baptism. After that, 
there are a few more truths of sacred scripture to be 
understood and accepted and you will have a restored 
church of Christ.] 

Women's and Men's Brains 

@Louann Brizendine's feminist ideals were 
forged in the 1970s, so the UCSF neuropsychiatrist 
is aware that some parts of her new book, "The Fe
male Brain," sound politically incorrect. 

Male and female brains are different in architec
ture and chemical composition, asserts Brizendine. 
The sooner women - and those who love them -
accept and appreciate how those neurological differ
ences shape female behavior, the better we can all get 
along. 

"Women have an eight-lane superhighway for 
processing emotion, while men have a small country 
road," she writes. Men, however, "have O'Hare Air
port as a hub for processing thoughts about sex, 
where women have the airfield nearby that lands 
small and private planes." 

A man's brain may be bigger overall, she writes, 
but the main hub for emotion and memory forma
tion is larger in a woman's brain, as is the wiring for 
language and "observing emotion in others." Also, a 
woman's "neurological reality" is much more deeply 
affected by hormonal surges that fluctuate through
out her life. 

That's not to say either sex is more intelligent. 
just different, Brizendine said. Nor do she or other 
scientists who study the brain, like Bruce S. 
McEwen, a Rockefeller (N.Y.) University brain re
searcher, dismiss the role that parenting and environ
ment and experience play in shaping a person. 

"The basic idea is that men and women approach 
the same problems in somewhat different ways, at 
least in part because of the biological differences in 
the brain, which in turn interact with experience
the nature-nurture story," said McEwen. 



lead cases 
OA few neurological differences between women 

and men from Louann Brizendine's "The Female 
Brain": 

Women use 20,000 words per day; men use 
7,000 per day. 

Women excel at knowing what people are feel
ing; men have difficulty spotting an emotion unless 
someone cries or threatens bodily harm. 

Women remember fights that a man insists never 
happened. 

Women over 50 are more likely to initiate di
vorce. 

lthlcallow Over Made·fo·Order lm6ryos 
OThe world's first human embryo bank has been 

launched offering "bespoke babies" for infertile 
couples. 

For around £5,000 couples can buy ready-made 
embryos matched to their specific requirements -
even down to choosing what eye and hair color they 
would like their child to have. 

In each case the embryos are made from eggs and 
sperm from two donors who have never even met. 
The moment of conception occurs in the laboratory 
and is determined by the genetic combination the 
clinic thinks will best meet the needs of the paying 
couples on its books. 

Ethical campaigners last night condemned the 
move as the "absolute commercialisation of human 
life." They said it was heart-breaking that babies are 
now being treated as the equivalent of a supermarket 
"special offer." 

Josephine Quintavalle of the UK campaigning 
group Comment on Reproductive Ethics said it 
amounted to the "absolute commercialisation of hu
man life." 

She said: "It is heartbreaking to see children re
duced in this way to the equivalent of a special offer 
supermarket commodity. Cut price, tailor-made hu
man embryos, complete with door to door delivery" 
Uulie Wheldon, Daily Mail, UK). 

lor Gays, ••• lttat6 
OMter the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 

legalized gay marriage in 2003, and gay and lesbian 
couples began to wed in San Francisco and Portland, 
Ore., soon after, it seemed to Lisa Stone that a new era 
was sweeping the country. In 2004, Stone, a Seattle 
gay-rights advocate, sued to overturn Washington's 
1998 gay-marriage ban. "There was a youthful opti
mism about what was ahead of us," she says. 

Now, though, "no body's swept up anymore," 
says Stone. For advocates of same-sex marriage, the 
outlook is dark, that early enthusiasm tempered by a 
wave of anti-gay-marriage voter initiatives and a 
string of courtroom losses. And more court decisions 
and initiatives expected this year could result in dev
astating setbacks. "We may face a reality by the end 
of this year that is so radically different ... that we 
may have to completely rethink and rework how 
we're going to move forward," says Ed Murray, a gay 
Washington State representative. Jordan Lorence of 
the conservative Alliance Defense Fund is more 
blunt: "One side is clearly prevailing, and one is los
ing." 

The losses may have been self-inflicted. Despite 
some early recognition of gay couples' legal rights in 
Hawaii and Vermont courts, the Massachusetts case 
seemed to spark a torrent of voter hostility. Today, 
44 states have laws restricting marriage to a man and 
a woman, and voters have written gay-marriage bans 
into the constitutions of 19 states- 16 since 2003. 

Decisions. Last month, the Washington and New 
York high courts, thought to be friendly to gay rights, 
refused to recognize a right to same-sex marriage, 
calling it an issue for the legislature. A federal appel
late court upheld Nebraska's ban on gay marriage, 
civil unions, and domestic partnerships. Even the 
Massachusetts high court declined to stop a pro-
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posed voter initiative to outlaw gay marriage. If ap
proved by the legislature, it will go before voters in 
2008. Six constitutional amendments to restrict mar
riage to a man and a woman are on the ballot this 
November, in places like Wisconsin and Virginia, 
and most are expected to pass. And six cases, most 
seeking a state constitutional right to gay marriage, 
are now pending, many of them in states where 
courts are still thought to be sympathetic to gay 
rights, such as New Jersey and Maryland. "If we 
lose, it's probably going to be a couple of decades" 
before there's a widespread right to gay marriage, 
says Jon Davidson, legal director of Lambda Legal in 
New York. "If we win a bunch, we're talking about a 
very different state of affairs." 

Back in Washington State, there's little chance 
gay marriage will be legalized anytime soon. But ear
lier this year, the Legislature passed a law banning 
discrimination based on sexual orientation - 29 
years after it was first introduced. "There's a little 
more weariness," says Stone, "and a little more wis
dom" (U.S. News & World Report, Aug. 6, 2006). 

Girllaped af Nudist Colony 
\fAn English schoolgirl has been raped while on 

holiday with her family at a nudist colony in the 
south of France. 

The girl, believed to be· from London, is alleged 
to have been attacked by a 19-year-old man in a cara
van at the Belezy camp, one of Europe's biggest for 
naturists, at Bedoin in the Vaucluse. 

She is said to be under 15 and regularly attends 
the colony with her family, who are of Swedish ori;. 
gin. 

The suspect is described as a "brilliant" science 
student who lives locally. He denied the charge when 
questioned by an investigating magistrate. 

Michel Roubard, a defence lawyer, said his client 
contested the police version of events and insisted 
that sex took place "by consent. after an evening 
when both had been drinking". 

The youth is being held in custody and theoreti
. cally faces up to 30 years in jail for rape of a minor. 

Suzanne Piper, a British agent for the camp, said, 
"One wonders where on earth this girl's parents 
were?" (Sic) 

Homeland Insecurity 
OAn announcement that the U.S. Marine base at 

Quantico, Va., has refurbished a building to be used 
as a prayer room for Muslim soldiers and civilians on 
base is a "bad signal," one critic has concluded. 

3 0 ~~bF~und;~~~ 

The Marines announced earlier this summer that 
one of the buildings on the base had been repainted 
so that Muslims would have a place to pray and hold 
religious services 

The new "Islamic Prayer Center" is the first of its 
kind on a Marine base, and "serves to express the 
Marine Corps' recognition of diversity among service 
members and the commitment to provide continued 
support to all Marines regardless of race, religion, 
ethnicity or gender," the base announcement said. 

However, Jihad Watch director Robert Spencer 
said he wonders why the Marines do not seem con
cerned such facilities might be used to generate anti
American sympathies. 

"It's going to go up as part of a testament to 
American multiculturalism and so on without any in
dication of the possibility that this could be a source 
of what we're fighting against," he said. "It just sends 
a bad signal." 

Mom Helped Son 
OA Stoughton mother and her 13-year-old son 

found themselves locked up this week after .she alleg
edly drove him around the city looking for someone 
to rob. 

But a potential victim the boy found at a 
Stoughton car wash quickly realized the boy was 
only armed with a BB gun and overpowered him, ac
cording to a criminal complaint filed Friday in Dane 
County Circuit Court. 

Janine C. Lewis, 36, was charged Friday with 
contributing to the delinquency of a child, being a 
party to armed robbery and obstructing police for 
her role in the incident, which occurred Tuesday 
night at the Wonder Wash near Highway 51 and 
Kings Lynn Road in Stoughton (Aug. 11, 2006). 
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,. Again 
O"Why go to a church to worship God? A 

church is man-made. God never said, "And let there 
be aluminum siding." Climbing a tree to talk to God 
sounds like a better idea since only God can make a 
tree. And if that tree's on a golf course, all the bet
ter" (from www. workinghumor.com) 

Never mind that Christianity was started by a 
man, or that its leadership has been dominated by 
men for 2,000 years. 

"I'm struggling to find a church where I do con
nect, where I do fit in," said Will Nagel, who meets 
with a group of Colorado Springs Christian men 
weekly to share buffalo wings and beer. 

Enter men's ministries, such as Promise Keepers, 
which held a conference titled "Unleashed: Releasing 
the Raw Power of Your Heart" at Colorado Springs 
World Arena on Friday and Saturday. 

About 7,000 men filed into the arena Friday 
night, toting pretzels and soda to their seats. The 
Promise Keepers worship band PK7 thundered as 
men sang, clapped and, yes, even danced, in front of 
the stage. 

Promise Keepers is far smaller than it was in its 
mid-1990s heyday, when the organization was filling 
football stadiums. But there are more Christian 
groups catering to men than there were 10 years ago. 

Plaa A aad Plan 8 
0 Pharmaceutical interests are pressing the Food 

and Drug Administration to permit the provision of 
certain morning-after pill concoctions over the 
counter, and the entire effort is based on perhaps the 
biggest lie ever told in the past 40 years. 

This is tied into the long-running marriage of con
venience between the federal government and the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America, so there's 
nothing new there. But one of the reasons why this 
union is so very wicked is that Planned Parenthood's 
agenda is based on the age-old maxim that if you tell 
a lie often enough people will believe it. 

Take for example the definition of pregnancy. 
Years ago, doctors understood that when a human egg 
and a human sperm joined, a new individual was 
formed. So their logical conclusion was that this was 
the beginning of pregnancy. However, in the late fif
ties came the "discovery" that women could one day 
take a birth control pill to avoid the possibility of con
ceiving a child. As the research on this pill moved for
ward, medical professionals like Alan Guttmacher, 
M.D., and others aligned with him in the Planned 

Parenthood physician network posed a new question: 
Since we cannot know that a pregnancy is actually in 
existence until the embryo has implanted, why not 
state that pregnancy does not begin until that point? 

Of course, the proposal was erroneous. How
ever, someone of Guttmacher's stature, when sup
ported by the Planned Parenthood machinery, could 
and did work to make this false conjecture a state
ment of "fact" with which he knew only a few would 
choose to argue. First the organized medical profes
sionals agreed on the phony definition of pregnancy, 
and then the federal government followed suit. Preg
nancy had been redefined. Abortion is defined as the 
termination of a pregnancy and now the pill could 
no longer be viewed as an abortifacient since it oper
ates before pregnancy (the newspeak version) begins. 

We can fast forward now to the current set of 
problems. In the intervening years we have been 
treated to a panoply of new words to describe chil
dren such as unwanted, unplanned, unable to survive 
until birth and affected with tragic conditions that 
are incompatible with life. In each of these cases a 
certain amount of subjectivism comes into play; but 
when the goal is eliminating preborn children sooner 
rather than later, there is no end to the word games 
employed to achieve the end result. 

In the case of Plan B, there are a host of addi
tional half-truths that accompany the tried and true 
language of deceit. FDA representatives say if Plan B 
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becomes available over the counter, the user will 
have to produce a driver's license to prove that she is 
at least 18 years of age. If she does not provide such 
proof, she will not be able to purchase the $50 set of 
pills. Of course nobody is suggesting that the teen 
who desperately wants those pills in her hip pocket 
would give fifty bucks to an older friend to get the 
pills for her. 

But politics does not work that way. Babies die, 
women suffer from various kinds of sexually trans
mitted diseases, breast cancer or other maladies, and 
business goes on as usual. Perhaps that is why 
America has chosen to remain in a comatose state 
when the entire subject of birth control comes up for 
debate. Perhaps that is also why we are living in an 
age where the death of a single solitary human being, 
no larger than the head of a pin, is simply dismissed 
as part of the advances reproductive technology is 
making and will continue to make (Human Events, 
Aug. 11, 2006). 

Talaq 

@Kendrapada (Orissa), Aug. 17 (IANS) A Mus
lim mother of three in Orissa has agreed to marry an
other man in accordance to the dictates of orthodox 
village religious heads so that she can eventually re
unite with her husband who had said "talaq" to her 
in an inebriated condition. Najma Biwi, 36, was 
forced to separate from her labourer husband, 
Sheikh Ershad, 40, after he shouted "talaq" (divorce) 
to her on June 5 in a drunken state following a quar
rel. The duo who live in Idgamahala village in the 
coastal district of Kendrapada have two sons and a 
daughter. 
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The Muslim religious committee at Idgamahala 
directed that Najma had to undergo "Halala" -
marry another man and obtain a divorce from him 
- if she wanted to re-unite with Ershad. 

The village committee members have already 
short-listed three men, including 60-year-old Mir 
Dayan, president of the village committee, for 
Najma to choose from. 

Both Najma and Ershad are very dejected, but 
have agreed to bow to the committee's dictates. 

Two days before she is to remarry, the vi llage 
committee members will finalize the person who will 
be bridegroom. "Generally we select an old man to 
marry a divorced woman," said Ayah Ali, a vi llage 
committee member (Dailylndia.Com, Aug. 21, 2006. 
Thanks to Elvin DeShazo). 
11Teenage" Man 

t~}DENVER - A man who posed as a teenager 
has been found guilty of sexually assaulting at least 
19 children - mostly boys- who were his friends. 

The Arapahoe County jury found Zurikye 
McGhee, 32, guilty of 63 charges ranging from 
sexual assault, pattern of abuse, child abuse, unlaw
ful sexual conduct, and knowingly and recklessly 
causing bodily injuries. 

During the trial, prosecutors argued that the 
crimes took place during a five and a half year period 
and occurred mostly in McGhee's apartment. They 
said the grown man used his youthful appearance to 
befriend boys, even going to school with them and 
hosting sleepover parties for them at a motel. He 
also sometimes dressed like Michael Jackson to draw 
in young victims, detectives had said. 

McGhee's defense attorneys admit that he wasn't 
truthful about his age and called his actions "bizarre" 
but said he was in "desperate need for family ties and 
attention" (WND, Aug. 5, 2006). 

Brave New Schools 
{~lWith the "hearts and minds" of 6.5 million 

schoolchildren on the line, a pro-family group has 
called a news conference today to protest a series of 
bills approved by the Legislature that would turn the 
California public school system into "sexual indoctri
nation centers." 

The event is being held by the Campaign for Chil
dren and Families, which has been active in lobbying 
against the changes in state law, at the state Capitol in 
Sacramento. 

"The simple message for (Gov. Arnold) Schwarz
enegger will be: Veto these bad bills or turn off fami ly-



values voters," the group said in its announcement 
Monday. 

"(The bills) will turn California schools into 
sexual indoctrination centers that mess with 
children's minds behind their parent 's backs," said 
CCRF President Randy Thomasson. 

The bills would force California public schools 
to change curricula (SB1437) and policies (AB606) 
to promote transsexuality, bisexuality, and homo
sexuality to children as young as ki ndergarten with
out their parents' permission. 

AB1056 also would spend $250,000 to turn 10 
schools into "sexual indoctrination centers," officials 
said. 

The governor already has signed one bill that 
will require private schools including Christian col
leges and others to promote homosexuality if any of 
their students receive state grants (WND, Posted: 
Sept. 5, 2006). 

Just In 
@One of three "sexual indoctrination" bills pend

ing in California has been vetoed by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and family interest groups are ec
static- so far. 

The bill vetoed today (Sept. 6, 2006) was SB 
1437, which had been approved by the Legislature. 
It would have prevented any school teaching materi
als or activities from "reflecting adversely" upon ho
mosexuals, bisexuals, or transgenders. 

Arizona 
GA court ruling in Arizona has given the green 

light to plans for voters there to join voters in at least 
six other states this fall in deciding whether to pro
tect traditional marriage or allow for new definitions 
of the age-old institution. 

"The Arizona Supreme Court rightly understood 
that this amendment is a clear, straightforward 
proposition with one purpose, protecting marriage," 
said Glen Lavy, the senior counsel for the Alliance 
Defense Fund and a key contributor to the argu
ments over the issue. 

Stem Cell 
OHUNTINGTON, Ind. (Our Sunday Visitor)

Last month (August 2006), biotechnology company 
Advanced Cell Technology (ACT) stunned the 
worldwide scientific community and the public when 
it announced it developed a method to make embry
onic stem cells using a technique that did not harm 
embryos from which the cells were derived. 

"In this case, we do not destroy the embryo," 
ACT CEO William Caldwell told PBS viewers in an 
appearance on the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer the 
next day. "That's the whole purpose of what we per
ceive to be a major scientific breakthrough." 

Among other things, ACT said the news meant 
that most moral objections to embryonic stem-cell 
resea rch, which have blocked federal and other 
funding, were now eliminated. "For most rational 
people, this removes the last rational objection fo r 
opposing this research," ACT vice president of re
search and scientific development Robert Lanza told 
Reuters news service. 

The Aug. 23 announcement coincided w ith the 
online publication of a research paper titled "Human 
embryon ic stem-ce ll lines derived from single blas
ro meres" written by fo ur employees of ACT and 
published in Nature, the largest scientific jou rnal in 
Great Britain. Relying o n press re leases put out by 
ACT and the publisher of Nature, newspapers in En
gland and the United States immediately ran promi
nent stories touting the breakthrough. 

But within days, N ature sent out two revised 
press releases apologizing to journalists that its origi
nal statement was partially in error and that the em
bryos used to produce the stem cells did not survive 
the process. "We fee l it necessary to explain that this 
paper demonstrates that human embryonic stem cells 
can be grown from single cells, but that the embryos 
that were used for these experiments did not remain 
intact," Nature said . 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Praying for Our Enemies 

guestion : When praying for one's enemies (for 
example, adversaries of the United States), 

w should one pray for? 
Answer: The command to pray for one's enemies 

.1'"1.is parr of an overall admonition to do good to 
those who seek to do us harm. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus taught us to bless those that curse us, 
do good to those that hate us and pray for those that 
persecute us (Matt. 5:44 ). In a similar passage, in 
what is sometimes called the Sermon on the Plain 
(Luke 6: 17), jesus taught again that we should love 
our enemies, do good to those who hate us, bless 
those that curse us, and pray for those who mistreat 
us (Luke 6:27-28). 

The "fl esh," our "human nature," wants to re
taliate when someone mistreats us. Unrestrained, it 
will not be content with "getting even," when we 
perceive that we have been wronged, but will seek to 
do even worse to the one who wronged us. 

After Adam sinned and man had been cast our of 
the Garden of Eden, violence of man against man 
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was one of the most virulent and prevalent forms of 
evil. Cain killed Abel (Gen. 4:8). It took the special 
protection of God to spare Cain from a similar fare 
for vengeance's sake (Gen. 4:14-15). Lamech, a de
scendant of Cain, glorified an act of excessive ven
geance in a song dedicated to his two wives: 

"I have slain a man for wounding me, 
a young man for hurting me. 

If Cain is avenged seven fold, 
Lamech is avenged seventy-seven fold." 
(Gen. 2:13-24, my own "poetic" translation.) 

In the law of Moses, vengeance was limited by 
the Lex Talonis, the "law of the tooth." Whenever 
one wronged another, the perpetrator was to have 
the same done to him; no less, but also no more: a 
life for a life, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a 
beast for a beast. "If anyone injures his neighbor, as 
he has done it shall be done to him" (Lev. 24:17-22). 
This law, which was not only biblical, but also gener
ally applied throughout the ancient world, as its in
clusion in the Babylonian "Code of Hammurabbi" 
from about the time of Abraham indicates, was de
signed to limit vengeance to what was deemed to be 
fair. Some have referred to it derogatorily as "the law 
of the jungle," but it is not that . Lamech's song of 
vengeance glories in the law of the jungle. 

Even in the Old Testament, however, there are 
hints and pointers toward a higher, more God-like 
principle. In a great statement of what constituted 
ethical behavior in his day, Job denied that he had 
"rejoiced at the ruin of him who hated me, or ex
ulted when evil overtook him. (I have not let my 
mouth sin by asking for his life with a curse)" Qob 
31:29-30). 

Among the "proverbs of Solomon which the men 
of Hezekiah king of Judah copied" (Prov. 25 :1}, is 
the admonition, "If your enemy is hungry, give him 
bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water ro 
drink, for you will heap burning coals on his head, 
and the Lord will reward you" (Prov. 25:21-22). 



"Heap burning coals on his head" has been vari
ously interpreted. Some think, quite plausibly, that it 
refers to the psychological effect upon the "enemy" 
when he sees he is the recipient of good from one to 
whom he has done evil. Others think it is a reference 
to God's ultimate judgment being worse for the evil 
he has done, because it was not requited by the vic
tim. The addition of "and the Lord will reward you," 
points toward this being the correct idea. Through
out the Bible, we are told to avoid vengeance not be
cause vengeance is wrong, but in order to leave it to 
God, because he will do it better and more justly 
(Deut. 32:35; Rom. 12: 19). 

(One woman, in a story I heard, certainly misun
derstood the phrase. She was complaining to a mar
riage counselor about her husband, telling not only 
how her husband had mistreated her, but also how 
she had berated him for it, and all the mean things 
she had done to get even with him. Thinking o f the 
principle of this verse, the counselor asked smiling, 
"Have you tried heaping coals of fire on his head?" 

"No, I haven't thought of that," she said, "but I 
did pour boiling water on him once.") 

It is God's will always to move us from following 
our "flesh" or human nature, to following our "spiri
tual" or more God-like nature. The admonition to 
love and pray for our enemies is specifically said by 
Jesus to be "so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust" (Matt. 5 :45). 

So the basic admonition is that we are to wish 
and to will what is truly good for all people, even for 
our enemies, and then to act so as to try to bring 
about that good. Our prayer for our enemies, there
fore, should be for whatever would be for their 
good. We should consider first, of course, their ulti
mate, not merely their temporal good, though we 
should consider that, too. 

There are at least three different kinds of en
emies one might have to deal with over a lifetime: 
personal enemies, national enemies and spiritual en
emies. In some cases, a particular person might be 
any two or all three of the above. 

Personal Enemies 

A personal enemy is someone you know, who for 
envy or jealousy or because of some slight or injury 
(whether real or imagined) is actively seeking to 
work you harm. Likely, this is the kind of enemy 
these passages primarily have in view. For them our. 

prayer (and work) should be for their conversion, a 
change of heart and mind. But we must also refrain 
from wishing or doing them any temporal ill, so our 
prayers (and work) should be that they have suffi
cient food and other necessities of life. We must not 
pray (or work) for that which would encourage them 
in their meanness or evil, for that would not be truly 
for their good, but we should pray for things gener
ally to be well with them because we truly desire it to 
be that way. 

How is it possible to feel that way toward those 
actively seeking to do us harm? Reflect, please, on 
how God loved us and what he did for us while we 
were "enemies" and in rebellion (Rom. 5:10). 

National Enemies 

National enemies, such as German Nazis in World 
War II, Communists during the cold war period and 
militant Islamic Jihadists today, should be opposed in 
their attempts to overthrow or conquer our nation. 
However, the people of those countries are not nec
essarily our personal enemies. 

Communism was an evil system, but that did not 
mean the Russian people are an evil people. Some of 
them are Christians! We must be careful not to let a 
quite proper patriotism and nationalism turn into a 
personal animosity toward individuals w ho have 
done us no wrong. 

When the exceedingly wise Ahithophel deserted 
David and sided with Absalom's rebellion, David 
prayed, "0 Lord, please turn the counsel of Ahitho
phel into foolishness" (2 Sam. 15 :31), and the Lord 
heard his prayer (2 Sam. 17:14 ). It seems proper, then, 
to pray for the defeat of such enemies. If they repre
sent a truly evil system, then their defeat is not on ly to 
our benefit, but ultimately even to theirs. Again, how-
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ever, there are circumstances where one should pray 
(and work) for the material welfare of such enemies, 
times when, because they are hungry, we should feed 
them. 

Certainly, we should pray for the gospel to be 
preached in their countries. We must not be like 
Jonah, who did not want to preach to Ninevah, be
cause he was afraid they might repent and not be de
stroyed ijonah 4:2). 

Spiritual Enemies 
Spiritual enemies are perhaps the most difficult to 
deal with. We speak here not of "the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places" with which the Chris
tian is engaged in constant and active battle (Eph. 
6: 12), but rather of individuals, some themselves 
evil, some perhaps sincerely deluded, who oppose 
not just us but the good we try to do and the cause of 
Christ for which we strive; of those whose opposi
tion to us is because of our stand for truth. Paul said 
of one such, "He is puffed up with conceit and un
derstands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for 
controversy and for quarrels about words, which 
produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 
and constant friction among people who are de
praved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining 
that godliness is a means of gain" (1 Tim. 6:4-6). 

Some sincerely believe, even when they oppose 
our work or even put us to death, that they are doing 
God's service ijohn 16:2). 

In either case, we must first be sure we maintain 
faithfulness to Christ and truth in spite of what any 
persecutor may do or reviler may say. We must op
pose the evil such enemies do. We should take care, 
however, to act out of righteous indignation and not 
out of personal animosity. It is much too easy to jus
tify the latter by calling it the former. We would not 
let them make us into what they are. 

We must continue to love the persecutor, just as 
Christ loved and prayed for those who were putting 
him to death. So we should pray for their conver
sion, that they may see the light. We should pray for 
their general well-being. We should pray for those 
they influence. And certainly we can pray, "Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do" 
(Luke 23:34). 
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Big Deal 
(Church Music in the 21st Century) 

By Lindell Mitchell 

The Lord said "If you love me, keep my com
mandments" Qohn 14:15). On June 4, 
2006, I asked for a show of hands from all 

those who believed the statement to be from the 
Lord and true. Virtually everyone in the assembly 
raised their hand. I asked the congregation "Do yqu 
realize that pu ts you in the minority?" To most of 
our religious neighbors, relatives, and friends, instru
mental music in Christian worship is no big deal. 

Most churches of Christ worship in song without 
accompaniment from musical machines. There have 
always been some who disagreed, but chose not to 
discuss it. They may have been intimidated, consid
ered the question unimportant, or preferred to avoid 
an argument. Others may not have felt the presence 
of the mechanical instrument sinful but did not push 
for change. 

Recently many prominent brethren declared the 
presence of a mechanical musical machine in wor
ship a non-issue of no eternal consequence. Because 
of the prominence of those making the claim, and 
the self-assertion characteristic of this generation, we 
must reaffirm what Scripture authorizes. We must 
decide whether we will walk with God in faith or 
pursue our own will. We have the power to choose. 
We must understand our choices have eternal conse
quences (Matt. 7:21-23; 15 :8-9). 

Consider what the president of Abilene Christian 
University, Royce Money, said in the April 2006 issue 
of The Christian Chronicle. The Christian Chronicle 
reported during the annual lectureship conducted at 
the university where brother Money presides as 
president "several speakers urged church members to 
put instrumental music into the category of disput
able matters, likening it to disagreements over Sun
day school and individual communion cups" (p. 1). 
These things were done with Dr. Money's blessing 
and encouragement. 

The Christian Chronicle reported President 
Money said he never understood why his grandpar
ents worshipped at different churches when he was 
growing up in Temple, Texas. H is grandfather at
tended the instrumental First Christian Church, 
while his grandmother never missed the services at 
the 7'h Ave. G church of Christ which was a cappella. 
The president said, "I didn't understand why that 
had to be then, and I still don't understand now." It 
was reported as a teen President Money orgapized 
joint Sunday night meetings between the youth 
groups from the congregations his grandparents at
tended. 

It is not surprising he would later lead Abilene 
Christian University down the path he has. Reading 
the interview was a sad, disappointing experience. 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Wrong as Opposed to Sinful 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I n excusing instrumental music in Christian 
worship, some make a distinction between 
wrong and sinful. 

The rationalization goes like this: 

Were instruments of music injected into the 
public worship of the church of Christ, it 
would offend many people trained to think that 
instrumental music in Christian worship is sin
ful. 
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These people would be too upset to think 
clearly and consequently there would be division. 

Division is sinful. A thing rhar is not wrong within itself
the instrument - might cause a division, which is sinful. 
Consequently, a thing that is nor sinful is nevertheless wrong. 
If it is wrong, they reason, we ought nor to do it even though 
it is not sinful. 

These brothers reason that a thing can be wrong but not sinful. It would be 
wrong to offend the sensibilities of immature disciples because of the 
teaching in Romans chapter fourteen. 

There are those within the pale of the church who misapply 
the reasoning to the use or non-use of mechanical instruments of 
music in praise of God. Some among us insist that the use of the 
banjo and the drum in worship is a toss-up question; others view 
the use of such machines in an attempt to laud God as a violation 
of a divine rule and therefore sinful. 

It is true that in matters of indifference, there must be mutual 
tolerance, but where God has spoken and caused a thing to be 
written (scripture) it is wrong (sinful) to go beyond that doctrine 
(See 1 Tim. 1:10; 6:3; 2 Tim. 1:13 ; 4:3}. 

We may sometime play a "word-game" on this point. Those 
who are convinced that the use of the instrument in worship of the 
Lord is a take it or leave it matter may agree that such use is 
wrong, but hold the mental reservation that it is not sinful. The 
guileless brother who hears their statement supposes they mean 
that such use is unrighteous. 

The soph isticated and clever brother pulls the wool over the 
eyes of the trusting brother and walks away with a smirk. 

The germane question is: Does it transgress divine law to use 
mechanical instruments of music in the worship of the Great I AM? 

If it is not sinful, then all opposition should cease. If it is sinful, 
then we should abandon its use. It is a question of truth or untruth, 
of belief or unbelief, and not a question of tolerating opposing views 
of a matter that does not really matter one way or the other. 



So, for the umpteenth time, let us agitate the question of 
whether using instrumental music in worship of the Almighty is a 
matter of indifference or is it sinful and detrimental to a right rela
tionship with God? 

Apostolic Tradition 
Informed persons know that the infant church did not use me
chanical music in worship. 

Jack Lewis and Everett Ferguson, notable scholars, tell us the 
early church rejected instruments of music in worship. Brethren 
Ferguson and Lewis have an intimate knowledge of the writings of 
the "church fathers" (men who wrote prior to the Nicene Confer
ence in A.D. 325), and tell us confidently that instrumental music 
was forbidden in the public worship of the first-century church. 

It is true that the anti-Nicene fathers did not have a great deal 
to say on this subject, but what they did say condemned the use of 
machinery in worship. 

Some say the reason for the non-use of mechanical instru
ments in the beginning of the gospel was that instruments were in 
pagan temples and the disciples of Jesus were loath to do or say 
anything that might encourage idolatry. This explanation is with
out any creditable, supportive evidence. It is the unsubstantiated 
think-so of some who are endeavoring to excuse the use of instru
ments in worship of God, and is almost an afterthought. 

Anyway, it is indisputable that the apostolic church did not use 
flute, harp, cornet, trumpet, cymbal, sackbut, and such like in wor
ship of God, even though such devices were readily available to 
them and had been used by the Jews for a long time. In the earliest 
days of the church, disciples of Jesus rejected musical instruments 
in worship of God. 

Instruments of music were not in the apostolic tradition, and 
first century apostles and prophets pointedly refused them. 

Later History 
It is also a certified fact that even the apostate church used no me
chanical device in worship down to the eighth century, when the 
instrument was first innovated (700 years after the establishment 
of the church). It caused a stir. The use of the instrument in wor
ship and other items of disagreement eventually caused a division 
between the Western Church (Roman Catholic) and the Eastern 
Church (Greek Orthodox). 

At that point, the Greek Orthodox Church was dominating 
and the Roman Catholic Church was dormant. This began to turn 
around when the Muslims destroyed and plundered the city of 
Constantinople around A.D. 1200. The Crusaders drove Muslims 
out of Constantinople, and again sacked the city. During all this 
time neither the Eastern nor the Western apostate churches used 
musical instruments in worship (the Western Church used the in
strument in ancillary gatherings, but not in first-day-of-the-week 
worship). The Greek Orthodox (Eastern) Church continues tore
ject the uS'e of mechanical instruments of music in her solemn wor
ship assemblies to this day. 
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When Martin Luther, in the 16th century, led the 
attempt to reform the apostate Roman Catholic 
Church, the instrument was generally unused in wor
ship of God. 

So, this brings us from the establishment of the 
church in A.D. 30 to the time of Martin Luther, in 
the 16th century, and during all this time, instruments 
of music were regarded as the ensign of the devil. 

Most of the reformers under Martin Luther and 
the King of England objected to sounding brass and 
clanging symbols in Christian worship. 

The popular use of the instrument in the worship 
of professed Christians did not begin and gain public 
acceptance until 1,700 years after the cross. It is a 
modern innovation. 

Instrumental music in worship of God is not a 
new discussion. 

Biblical Basis 

All of this is interesting, but does not conclusively 
prove anything. The answer of the advocate of using 
instruments of music in worship of God might well 
be "So what?" 

Does the Bible approve or disapprove the use of 
instruments in worship?- That is the question. 

If the Bible were indifferent, then it would be 
wrong to oppose such use. 

If the Bible were adamant in condemning such 
use, then the instrument in worship is sinful. 

· Which is it? 
It is a basic principle that specific commands and 

words limit and prohibit. It is a fact that the New 
Testament scriptures never speak of music in worship 
and praise of God as anything other than vocal.l Ev
ery New Testament statement on music in adoration 
of God says s-i-n-g. All one need do to disprove this 
is to point to a verse in the new covenant that men
tions instruments of music in worship of the Lord. 

To use an instrument when God said sing is to go 
beyond what is in the Holy Bible. The Holy Spirit 
through the agency of the apostle John said, "Who
soever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching 
of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teach
ing, the same hath both the Father and the Son" (2 
John 9). 

That puts it in a nutshell. To use the instrument 
in worship is to go beyond the teaching of Christ and 
consequently not to have a relationship with God. It 
is to be without God. 

It is sin. 
To throw the mechanical instrument into a bas

ket with matters of indifference that must not to be 
argued, per Romans chapter fourteen, is an enor
mous blunder that leaves one outside the area of a 
right relationship with God. 

Now let us double back and discuss in more de
tail the basic principle that specific words and com
mands are limiting in their very nature. Here are a 
few examples: 

1. The command for Noah to use gopher wood 
in making the ark eliminated every other kind of 
wood- Gen. 6:14. 

2. The command to use a lamb for the Passover 
of the Jews limited the animal used to a lamb - a 
specific kind of animal - and excluded all other 
kinds of animal- Exod. 12:3. 

3. The command for Moses to speak to the rock 
made it sinful tq strike the rock with a rod- God 
said to Moses, your failure to follow exactly what I 
told you to do shows you "believed not in me, to 
sanctify me in the sight of the children of Israel" 
(Num. 20:8-12). In consequence of this presump
tion, God did not allow Moses to enter Canaan. 

4. New Testament baptism involves burial and 
resurrection, and therefore it is going beyond what is 
written and sinful to sprinkle as a substitute for bap
tism - Col. 2: 12. 

5. The command to the Jewish nation to use 
men from the tribe of Levi to officiate at the taber
nacle and temple forbade using men from any other 
tribe- Heb. 7:14. 

6. The requirement to use unleavened bread and 
the fruit of the vine as symbolic of the body and 
blood of Jesus in observing the Lord's Supper meant 
not to use buttermilk and cornbread (or any other 
unnamed items) to symbolize the life and death of 
Jesus while partaking of this sacred feast- Matt. 
26:26-29. 

7. In the same way, and for the same reason, it is 
sinful- not just unwise, but sinful- to go beyond 

Paul tells us to strum, pluck, and twang on our heartstrings as we sing to God (Eph. 5:18-19, Col. 3: 16-17). The instrument he requires is not mechanical, 
but flesh - the human heart. He is saying that we are to praise God in song from our hearts. It is similar to "God is spirit, and they that worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth." Worship is to be in keeping with God's law and with a right attitude or spirit. 
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the command to sing and make music with any in
strument of human invention. 

This should be sufficient to give a good under
standing of what we mean by saying that a specific 
command limits to the thing commanded and pro
scribes all else. 

This argument requires the unanswerable con
clusion that to use mechanical instruments of music 
to acclaim God is sinful ... it is to disbelieve God, 
fails to sanctify him before men - and may keep one 
out of the Promised Land. 

Big Deal 
(continued from page 1) 

P.O. Box 690192 
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There was no exegesis of scripture. No appeal was 
made to biblical authority for alleging a musical ma
chine in worship is a matter of indifference. There 
was only the emotive assertion, "I. didn't understand 
why that had to be then, and I still don't understand 
now." 

With respect for the suffering this family dispute 
obviously caused, the president's emotional declara
tions do not establish biblical authority for his ac
tions. His admitted inability to understand the grav
ity of the issue has no effect on the stated will of 
God. 

Brother Money was asked, "Have you received 
any criticism over the Lectureship focus?" He re
plied, "There has been surprisingly little criticism up 
to this point. I've received solid support from my 
board of trustees. I made them aware of what we 
were planning in August of last year and received 
nothing but encouragement. And I let them know 
again the weekend of the Lectureship what we were 
going to do. Again, I received nothing but encour
agement." 

That is not surprising. University presidents are 
hired by their boards to reflect the board's views and 
execute the board's policies. But I say emphatically, 
the board of trustees at Abilene Christian University, 
nor any other university establish truth - God es
tablishes truth. Obviously, President Money is not 
foolish enough to move without the approval of his 
board. But we will not face his board of trustees on 

the Day of Judgment- we will face Jesus who is the 
Christ. 

President Money made some additional state
ments that are amazing. He said, "What I think is 
changing is that more of us in the a cappella tradition 
are not willing to make the use of instrumental music 
a test of fellowship, and, certainly not a test of salva
tion." He contradicted himself saying, "I would fight 
vigorously if instrumental music were attempted to 
be introduced [sic] into my home congregation. I am 
firmly with the a capella tradition. But I have a toler
ance for those who make other choices. . . . I don't 
see that it needs to constitute ... a severing of fellow
ship." If this was true, why would he fight vigorously 
against it in his home congregation." Why did he in
vite speakers to urge brethren to accept it as a non
issue? If it is an inconsequential tradition, away with 
it. With all due respect, the president does not estab
lish biblical authority. His unadorned emotive asser
tions are not authoritative in the Lord's church. Even 
with the backing of his board of trustees, he has no 
right to make such pronouncements. He does not 
legislate for the church. 

If we are to be people of the Book, we must turn 
to it with such questions. It only takes a few minutes 
to read all the New Testament says about musical 
worship. Matthew 26:30, '~dafter singing a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives." Acts 16:25, 
"But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them." Romans 15:9, " ... as it is 
written, therefore I will give praise to thee among 
the Gentiles, and I will sing to thy name." 1 Corin
thians 14:15, "What is the outcome then? I shall 
pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the mind 
also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with 
the mind also." Ephesians 5:19, "Speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody with your heart to the 
Lord." Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ 
richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God." Hebrews 2:12, "Saying, I 
will proclaim thy name to my brethren, in the midst 
of the congregation I will sing thy praise." james 
5:13, "Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. 
Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises." These 
verses are what pertain to the topic of musical wor
ship as far as disciples of Christ in the early church 
were concerned. 
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Revelation 14:2-3 refers to a vision John had, 
not actual activities occurring in the early church, 
but even in the vision, it was a voice he heard and 
"they sang as it were a new song before the throne" 

So we come face to face with what God authorized 
for church musical expression. Do we believe God can 
communicate his will effectively? Are we willing to 
accept what he said? Should we learn to like what he 
likes? Should we bend our will to his will? 

Historically Compelling Reasons to Sing 

The introduction of musical machines in worship is a 
comparatively recent addition to Christian worship 
nowhere seen in the early church. The testimony of 
music historians is unanimous declaring no mechani
cal instruments were used in the early church. Dr. 
Frederick Ritter, Director of the School of Music at 
Vassar College, in his book History of Music From 
the Christian Era to the Present Time, says: "Music 
. . . of the first Christian Congregations ... was purely 
vocal." Edward Dickinson, Professor of the History 
of Music, Oberlin College, says: "Christian psalms 
[were] exclusively vocal; ... the use of instruments in 
worship was condemned." The New Catholic Ency
clopedia says: "The rejection of musical instruments 
from [early] Christian worship is consistent." 

Great theologians ackno~ledge only vocal music 
is biblically authorized for worship. Adam Clarke 
(Methodist Commentator) wrote: "I am an old man 
and an old minister, and I here declare that I never 
knew [instruments of music] productive of any good 
in worship ... to God, and have had reason to believe 
that they were productive of m~ch evil" (Clark's 
Commentary, Vol. :rv, p. 686). John Calvin (Presbyte
rian Theologian), wrote: "Musical instruments in cel
ebrating the praises of God would be no more suit
able than the burning of incense, the lighting of 
lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows of 
the law ... in gospel times we must not [use instru
ments] unless we wish to destroy the evangelical per
fection and to obscure the meridian light which we 
enjoy in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Commentary on 
Psalm 33 and 1 Samuel18:1-9). Charles H. Spurgeon 
(Baptist preacher and commentator), did not believe 
instruments were authorized in worship and did not 
allow their use in worship where he preached. 

These historical sources agree completely declar
ing the Scriptures condemn the use of musical ma
chines in worship. Like President Money, they do 
not establish biblical authority, but their unanimity 
on this subject is instructive. I cite them because most 
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people are unaware their own leaders condemned 
what the churches where they worship now practice. 
Most people think a practice followed all their own 
lives is ancient. In fact, it is a recent unauthorized in
novation. Some, like our brother respond, "What 
difference does it make?" It makes a difference if you 
respect God's word. It makes a difference if your 
goal is to do only what God authorizes. 

Linguistically 
Linguistic analysis demonstrates conclusively musical 
machines are without authorization in Christian 
worship. For those willing to accept biblical author
ity, two short passages are sufficient to establish 
God's will concerning church music. 

Ephesians 5: 18-19, "and do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 
Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord." The leading thought is in v . 
18, "Be filled with the Spirit" ("be filled" plerousthe, 
2nd Person plural present passive imperative verb). 
The passive imperative verb is followed by five plural 
participles which, agreeing with the verb, have im
perative force. These participles are: speaking, sing
ing, making melody, giving thanks, and submitting 
yourselves (vv. 19-21). The present participles par
take of the imperative character of the main verb "be 
filled." (Lenski). The participles modify the subject 
of the imperative thus describe the condition of 
those who are filled with the Spirit (Lenski). 

Paul directed the Ephesians to be filled with the 
Spirit. It was to be done openly before men. The 
mode was "speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks al
ways for all things unto God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ; submitting yourselves 
one to another in the fear of God." 
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The plural imperative amplified by the plural par
ticiples embraced ALL "the saints ... at Ephesus" to 
whom the letter was addressed (Eph. 1: 1). Therefore, 
all of them are necessarily involved in the actions de
scribed, all of them must participate. This context 
envisions an assembly of worship. " ... Eph.5: 18ff and 
Col. 3:16 presupposes a situation similar to that in 1 
Cor. 14:15, i.e. the regular worship of the early 
Christian community" (K.H. Bartel, The New Inter
national Dictionary of New Testament Theology, Vol. 
3, Colin Brown ed., p. 67 5). The force of Paul's lan
guage is: All of you speaking, all of you singing, all of 
you making melody, all of you giving thanks, all of 
you submitting yourselves. 

In addition to all being obligated to sing and 
make melody in their hearts, they are required to do 
it in the prescribed manner. The text requires speak
ing. Speaking is defined: "to express thoughts, opin
ions, or feelings orally" (Webster's 1Qth Collegiate 
Dictionary, p. 1127). 

The notes of a mechanical instrument, beautiful 
as they may be, are not speech. 

The text specifies the kind of speaking Christians 
must do in musical worship. They are required to 
speak in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. These 
forms of lyrical musical speech are not accomplished 
using mechanical musical machines. 

All of the Ephesians were to speak in the required 
manner "to yourselves" or "one to another." The term 
heautois means "one another," "each other," or "mu
tually." Ray Summers offered this comment on reci
procity: "In function it represents an interchange of 
action between the members of a plural subject 
(Summers, Essentials of New Testament Greek, p. 
120). "When a plural subject is represented as affected 
by an interchange of the action signified in the verb, it 
is called a reciprocal construction" (Nana and 
Mantey, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testa
ment, p. 131). 

The passage presents a number of factors requir
ing sensible vocal congregational activity. There is a 
plural imperative verb - "be filled." Who, Paul? 
" ... the saints which are at Ephesus" (Eph. 1:1). The 
imperative verb is followed by five plural participles 
which have imperative force including "singing and 
making melody." The participles are coupled with 
reciprocal pronouns "speaking to yourselves" requir
ing an "interchange of action." The action inter
changed must be sensible because it must be in the 
form of psalms, hymns, or spiritual songs which re
quire sensibility. The passage clearly shows the im-

propriety of using musical machines in worship. A 
sister text should also be considered. 

Colossians 3: 16 reads: "Let the word of Christ 
richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God." This text parallels Ephesians 5:19 at 
important points. The salutation is also given to the 
whole church: "To the saints and faithful brethren 
who are at Colossae" (1:2). In Ephesians 1:1 you have 
"to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful 
in Christ Jesus." In both passages, whatever instruc
tion is given is being directed to all; whatever univer
sal duties are being bound is mandatory for all. 

"Let dwell" is enoikeito, 3rd person singular 
present imperative verb. The expression translated 
"in you" is from en humin (plural), which signifies 
"in all of you." Gerhard Delling noted en humin is an 
expression Paul commonly used in reference to the 
assembly (TDNT Vol.8, p. 498). So whatever is done 
is to be done by all the assembled saints. 

The text contains two present participles which 
share the imperative force of the leading verb: the 
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participles are "teaching" and "admonishing." The 
word of Christ is to richly dwell in the Colossians in 
a way that teaches and admonishes them. Neither 
objective is accomplished playing non-sensible notes 
on a musical machine. Further, the passage in Colos
sians uses the reciprocal pronoun urging them to 
teach and admonish "one another." Recall, "an inter
change of action" is characteristic of reciprocal pro
nouns (Dana and Mantey). 

Dr. Everett Ferguson said: "Colossians 3:16 does 
not refer simply to an every day or private activity .... 
Paul is talking about what Christians do in a group or 
corporate capacity. The presence of a group is re
quired for the accomplishment of what is described 
here" ("New Testament Doctrine of the Christian As
sembly," Gospel Advocate, Oct. 17, 1985). 

Christians are authorized to teach and admonish 
one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. 
The instruction is addressed to all the saints and faith
ful brethren at Colossae (Col. 1 :2). The language in
cludes the imperative mood, the plural number, and 
the reciprocal pronoun. Obedience would mean all 
the Christians at Colossae taught and admonished one 
another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in their hearts unto the Lord. 

The language could not be clearer than it is. Mu
sical machines are an unauthorized innovation. I say 
with all respect, brother Money, the Board of Trust
ees at Abilene Christian University, nor anyone else 
has the authority to add to what God has authorized 
his people to do in worship. 

Dodrinally 

Doctrinally mechanical musical machines are an un
authorized addition to God's word and are therefore 
sinful. Paul was clear about the impropriety of modi
fying the gospel (Gal. 1:8-9). Tampering with God's 
word brings down God's curse throughout eternity. 
Whoever refuses to abide by the teaching of Christ 
does not have God (2John 9). 

Many forms of musical expression were available 
to the Lord. He made his choice. I respect his choice 
and urge everyone else to respect it. It is not a matter 
of what men do or do not prefer. It is a matter of 
what the Lord prefers. As disciples of Christ, his likes 
must become our preferences. We must conform to 
his image. 

Sometimes friends object, "I have this gift, surely 
it is not wrong to use it." Gifts are limited to divinely 
approved applications. This was even true in the age 
of miracles. Paul wrote, "If anyone speaks in a 
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tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in 
turn, and let one interpret. But if there is no inter
preter, let him keep silent in the church, and let him 
speak to himself and to God." Exercise of the gift 
was limited by the Lord. 

God clearly made his choice regarding church 
music. It must be respected. Brother Money's grand
father should have accepted God's choice all those 
years ago and not pitted his family against one an
other and against the word of the Lord. He should 
follow his grandmother's example and so should we 
all. I am sorry for the division his family experi
enced, but it does not give him license to tamper 
with God's word. 

Conclusion 
Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16 authorize 
singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs in congre
gational worship. Comprehensible language vocal
ized by brothers and sisters speaks, sings, teaches, 
and admonishes. Playing musical machines does not. 
God was specific. He chose vocal over non-vocal 
music. He chose vocalizations that are spoken, sung, 
and understood (cf. 1 Cor. 14:15). All forms of mu
sic which are not verbal, lyrical, understandable 
words are lacking divine authorization. I can be 
"filled with the Spirit" only by "speaking," "sing
ing," and "making melody" in my heart. That is what 
I shall continue to do. How say you, brothers and 
sisters? 
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( •.. a continuation. We are reprinting G.C. Brewer's magnificent rebuttal of the Etter-Reedy apology for 
their departure from New Testament Christianity (the first installment appeared last month). Some in the 
church today repeat the position of Etter and Reedy. A reconsideration of brother Brewer's review of the Etter/ 
Reedy departure may help to refute the apostasy of current liberals in the church. This will be presented in sev
eral installments- the editor). 

11ls There Not a Lie in My Right Hand?" 
By G. C. Brewer 

H feedeth on ashes; and a deceived 
heart hath turned him aside; and he 
cannot deliver his soul, nor say: Is 

there not a lie in my right hand?" (lsa. 44:20). 

As was mentioned in the preceding chapter, 
Brother Reedy and Brother Etter both contend that 
they are only "Changing fellowships"; simply ceas
ing to work with one group of Christians - Albeit a 
very ignorant, narrow, partisan bunch- and begin
ning to work with another group of Christians- a 
very liberal group, the Congregational Church. 

They have not ceased to be Christians; they have 
not departed from the faith and they have not given 
up serving the Lord. Nay, they are entering into a 
larger service; they will no longer look backward or 
search for the "old paths," but they must look for
ward, survey a wider horizon, attain a higher culture 
and make entirely new paths through the mental mo
rass of a modernistic, socialistic, communistic, athe
istic age! 

No dictum of prophet or apostle must hinder 
them in their forward sweep and spiritual growth! 
The people with whom they are now affiliated allow 
the utmost in freedom - they had no freedom at all 
in the New Testament church! They can now have 
higher and more scholarly views of God - they will 
no longer be compelled to worship a cruel, anthro
pomorphic God : - they can worship the Divine im
manence now! They will no longer have to contem
plate such a crude and barbarous thing as the cross! 
They can now believe whatever they please or be
lieve nothing at all, if they please. 

Brother Etter stoutly avers that the Congrega
tionalists have no creed at all- either written or un
written. If that were true, then they believe nothing 
at all - as a group. That is a fact! The only agree
ment they have is that they shall not believe anything 
in particular and, therefore, of course, preach noth-

ing! However, Reedy says he will be free to preach 
baptism, if he wants to do this. It is true that he will 
be allowed to believe whatever he pleases about bap
tism, but he will not be permitted to insist that any
one else believe it. Any definite preachment would 
be inconsistent with their principles - they are what 
they are because they do not have to subscribe to any 
doctrine. 

The Congregationalists are right and scriptural in 
their polity- the autonomy of the local church, con
gregational independence. Originally, they protested 
against any authority except the word of God. They 
would not be governed by any ecclesiastical authority 
- pope, bishop, conference, or convention. In this 
they were and are right. But then they were Calvinistic 
in doctrine; now they are extremely modernistic. 

But lest we misrepresent them, and in order that 
we may see the contrast between their views and the 
views formerly held by Brethren Reedy and Etter (to 
be given in the next chapter), let us here give a state
ment from one of their own men concerning the 
Congregational Church. This is taken from the ar
ticle, "Congregationalism," by Dr. Williston Walker 
in Hasting's Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics. 
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2. Fundamental Principles (p. 19) 

Early Congregationalism was a product of the 
devotion of the Reformation epoch to the 
Bible. That period exalted the Bible as the 
only rule of faith and practice. If the Scrip
tures teach fully all that is requisite for men to 

know or believe, and all duties of the Chris
tian life, it was but logical to raise the ques
tion whether they did not also contain a com
plete and authoritative guide as to the nature, 
organization, officering and administration of 
the Christian Church. It was the conviction 
that the Bible contained such a pattern that 
gave rise to congregationalism ... 

7. Beliefs (p. 23) 

Congregationalism has been a system of 
Church polity rather than a peculiar form of 
faith. In its early history it stood, in common 
with Puritanism in general, on the basis of 
Calvinism. The Cambridge Synod in New En
gland, in 1648, approved the doctrinal por
tions of the Westminster Confession; and the 
Savoy Synod in London, ten years later, ex
pressed a like concurrence, except for slight 
modifications. The 'New England Theology' 
of the 18'h and 19'h Cents., whatever its depar
tures fro·m earlier Calvinism, belonged to the 
Calvinistic school. It regarded itself as an im
proved or "consistent" Calvinism. The Decla
ration adopted by the Union of Congrega
tional Churches of England and Wales in 
1833 is distinctly, though mildly, Calvinistic. 
The National Council of the Congregational 
Churches of the United States, held in Boston 
in 1865, was with difficulty prevented from 
adopting a declaration that the· faith of the 
Churches was "that is commonly known 
among us as Calvinism." The Declaration was 
frustrated by the determined efforts of those 
who deprecated any party shibboleths. But 
the later years of the 19'h cent. witnessed a 
rapid decline of interest in the older doctrinal 
discussions. The "Declaration" adopted by 
the National Council of Oberlin, in 1871, was 
designed by its omissions to make the way 
easy for those of Armenian sympathies. The 
"creed," prepared in 1883 by a commission 
appointed by the National Council, maintains 
the same neutrality between Calvinism and 
Armenianism. It wi ll be remembered that 
these various expressions of belief have the 
value only of testimonies, each local church 
being free to declare its faith in its own way. 
Since the last of them was set forth, however, 
the Congregational Churches, common with 
Protestantism generally, have been passing 
through a period of theological restatement 
- the result of Biblical criticism, of the wide 
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prevalence of an evolutionary view of history, 
of the new emphasis on Divine immanence, 
and of a quickened conception of social ser
vice as a main aim of the Christian life, 
whether of individuals or of Churches. No 
body of Christians has on the whole been 
more willing to welcome these newer views 
than the Congregationalists, but the degree in 
which they have been accepted varies widely 
in different Churches. It is not sufficient, 
however, to disturb their sense of fellowship 
and of continuity with their historic past, or 
of the broad fundamental outlines of their 
conception of the meaning of the Gospel. 

10. Problems (p. 24) 

There is also the peril, in city communities, 
where congregations are gathered largely by 
elective affinity, that the church may become 
essentially a religious club. As in all demo
cratic bodies, union for strategic advance is 
often accomplished at the cost of undue ef
fort, or not achieved at all. In order to make 
itself more efficient in these respects, without 
forfeiting the essential autonomy of the local 
church, Congregationalism, both in Great 
Britain and in America, is at present display
ing a centralizing tendency - Dr. Williston 
Walker, Titus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History in Yale University. Encyclopedia of 
Religion and Ethics. jas. Hastings, Vol. 4. 
1912 Edition. 

From this, we see that while the Congregational
ists preached the autonomy of each church, they did 
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during most of their history have a Synod or ana
tional Council make a "Declaration of their prin
ciples. They seem to have abandoned that practice 
now since they have not agreed upon" principles. At 
first they accepted the Bible and the Bible alone as 
authority. But they stood for Calvinism and Puritan
ism. Now, however, they and Protestantism generally 
have passed "through a period of theological restate
ment." This is a true statement of what's been hap
pening. This was written more than thirty years ago, 
and this radical change has become much more lib
eral now than it was then. It simply means that the 
congregationalists and "Protestants generally" have 
become Modernists. Just a little attention to what 
Dr. Walker says will convince anyone of that fact. 
Note: Its "restatement" not only caused them to give 
up Calvinism and Puritanism but it also led them to 
give up: 

1. The Bible as authority - the "result of Biblical 
criticism." 

2. The idea of the fall and redemption. Man did 
not fall from a perfect state and must now be 
redeemed by a divine, interposition - the 
"evolutionary view of history" makes this ob
solete. That view holds that man started from 
nothing and has evolved through the brute 
stage up to where he is now and he will keep 
on developing until he becomes a demigod -
provided Modernism does not produce a few 
more Hiders, and Mussolinis who may upset 
this marvelous evolutionary process by exter
minating the human race. 

3. The concept of God as a personal being - the 
"Divine immanence" replaces that. This is a 
sort of Pantheism. God is not in heaven ruling 
the universe; He is in you and in everything. 

4. The idea that it is the main purpose of the 
Christian life to be saved from sin and death 
and to enjoy heaven hereafter, and that it is 
the work of the Church to save souls - evan
gelize the world. This old doctrine is now re
placed with the "Conception of social service 
as the main aim of the Christian life" 

5. The problem now is to keep churches from be
coming mere social clubs. 

6. With the loss of doctrine in Congregational 
Churches has gone also to a degree the au
tonomy of the local Church- a "strong Cen
tralizing tendency" was seen as far back as 
1912- Modernism and Dictatorships seem 
to .go hand in hand. And why not? The value 

and dignity of the individual was lost when the 
"Evolutionary view of history" was adopted. 

This is a fine statement of what Modernism is 
and as to what has brought it about. This quotation 
is given not to arraign the Congregationalists but to 
show that Brother Reedy and Brother Etter are 
hardly so naive as to think they are transferring 
membership from one group of orthodox Christians 
to another group of orthodox Christians - a claim 
they endeavored to palm off on their readers. 

In order to make this claim seem plausible, they 
first turned the church of our Lord into a capital C 
Church of Christ denomination, and then next 
turned the Congregational Church into a "Christian 
Sect"- a band of superior Christians. If it was only 
instrumental music in the worship and a few other 
such details on which these brethren changed their 
minds, why did they not go to the conservative 
branch of the, Christian Church, or why did they not 
join the Baptists? Both these groups contend for fun
damentals. They emphasize the glorious doctrine of 
redemption through Jesus Christ our Lord, however 
much they may fail to follow him in details of doc
trine. 

But that no one should assume that Brother Etter 
and Brother Reedy do not know about modernists 
and what they deny and disbelieve it seems wise to 
adduce here a quotation from this same Brother Wil
liam Reedy on this point. He tells us in his own 
words about the booklet from which this quotation 
is taken. Here are the first words of his preface: 

In sending out this booklet I feel a word of ex
planation is necessary. In February, this year 
(1921), the Southwest Church of Christ, 
Normandie Ave., at 64th St., Los Angeles, Ca
lif., arranged with the writer that he should 
deliver a series of six lectures on the general 
theme, "What Is the Church of Christ?" Ac
cordingly, the lectures were delivered and a 
stenographic report was made of them. They 
were revised and shortened somewhat, and 
then printed in the People's Bible Advocate. 
With a few minor changes they now appear in 
this form. 

Beginning on page seven of that booklet Brother 
Reedy tells us about modernists. Here are his words : 

Let us study with reference to these ques
tions, What use are people making of the 
Bible now? What are the attitudes that are as
sumed toward it? To sum it all up there are 
two general classes of people illustrating two 
general attitudes toward the use of the Bible. 
These attitudes or these classes of people are 
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designated by two terms - Modernists and 
Fundamentalists. Now the question arises
am I a Modernist or a Fundamentalism? I can
not well avoid taking a stand here. But what is 
a Modernist, what is a Fundamentalist? What 
do these terms mean? As a result of much 
reading and careful study of the writings of 
Modernists, I have reached the conclusion 
that Modernism represents the attitude of the 
heart and trend of mind which rejects the 
Bible as authority, relegates it to the back
ground, reduces it to a common plane of un
inspired writings, and exalts the intellect of 
man as the sole standard by which he is to be 
governed. Let me say just here that those clas
sified as Modernists are recognized generally 
as believing in the Bible, are recognized gener
ally as Christians. In brief, the ultimate idea of 
Modernism, is that it rejects the element of 
the miraculous, seeks to rationalize on the 
wonders of the Bible, seeks to explain every
thing that is in the Bible on a rational basis. 
The human intellect is exalted as the standard 
of life. Nothing is accepted merely on the 
principle of faith. They must rationally see 
through the thing. 

Not long since, I was sitting in a class of re
ligious education in a certain university. The 
question was raised, "When and under what 
circumstances should we teach the element of 
the supernatural to children?" The professor 
immediately said, "The element of the super
natural has no place in the religious education 
of children." I asked that instructor after class, 
"If that is true, what do we do with the resur
rection?" and the answer was, "Even the res
urrection is susceptible of an explanation." 

Since then the Modernists seek to explain 
the supernatural element of the Bible from a 
rational point of view, it follows, that if it 
does not yield to such explanation, those por
tions are rejected and discarded, and the Bible 
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is reduced to a book full of holes rathet than 
remaining a Holy Book. Such procedure re
duces the Bible to a common plane with unin
spired writings; makes human wisdom the 
sole standard by which one is to be governed, 
and the ultimate end will be chaos and confu
sion such as has never been dreamed of. Even 
now you may trace many of the ills of life, the 
social, religious, economic, moral and politi
cal unrest to this common source, to this 
modernistic attitude toward the Bible. 

Let us now turn and study the other word 
- Fundamentalism. Whatever Modernism 
means, Fundamentalism signifies the reverse. 
Fundamentalists believe that the Bible is the 
inspired word of God and therefore the rev
elation from Him. They accept all the 
miracles at face value including the virgin 
birth, the resurrection from the dead, and the 
atonement made by the blood of jesus Christ. 
Fundamentalism exalts the Bible above the 
productions of men. 

So Brother Reedy foresaw the "Chaos and confu
sion" that Modernism would produce. What a pity 
he did not foresee that it would wreck his own faith! 
That was in 1931! Behold what education of the 
modern type, hath wrought ! 

And poor Brother Etter got his education in Ja
pan. He saw the pagan Japanese kill a white bear and 
eat its flesh and drink its blood and proclaim that it 
had gone into the "vast unknown" to prepare a place 
for them and he concluded at once that he had found 
the origin of the Lord's supper and he was lead to 
"deny the Lord that bought" him! 

But now both these men want us to believe that 
they have "kept the faith" but they have achieved 
such a degree of Christian culture that they can no 
longer associate with simple New Testament Chris
tians! And they will "overthrow the faith of some," 
with their sophistries. That is why we are answering 
them. 

"But Jehovah hath been my high tower, and my 
God the rock of my refuge" (Ps. 94:22). 

"In the multitude of my thoughts within me Thy 
comforts delight my soul" (Ps. 94: 19). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

(Brother Brewer has passed on to a better world, 
but the error he opposed continues. It has new advo
cates, but is none the less destructive of faith because 
it has no confidence in the Bible as the inerrant and 
infallible word of the Living God. We need to weep 
bitter tears for our children.) 



Looking Back to Understand the Present 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

GC. Brewer was one of our greatest preachers 
in the first half of the 19th century. He 
lived through and experienced first hand 

the tragic division occasioned by the introduction of 
instrumental music into our churches. In his book, A 
Medley on the Music Question he relates what he 
learned in that trying period. 

Remember that the people he describes were our 
brethren, part of our brotherhood until their desire 
for changes in worship and doctrine led them to go 
their separate way as Disciples of Christ and Chris
tian Churches. As you read these lines, published 
some 58 years ago, compare what Bro. Brewer de
scribes with what is happening in scores of our 
churches and some of our schools today. As you do, 
weep for what the future holds for the precious and 
beloved church of which we are members. 

"Instrumental music was, in the beginning of the 
controversy, a symptom, and not itself the disease .... 
It was brought in by people who had lost their pas
sion for restoration and their taste for a 'thus saith 
the Lord.' Chapter-and-verse preaching was no 
longer acceptable to them, and a condemnation of 
the unscriptural practices of the denominations was 
intolerable in their view .... They made no secret of 
the fact that they desired to be the most agreeable, 
the most liberal, the most advanced and progressive, 
and the most popular people in any town or commu
nity. Early in the history the 'digressives' began as
tonishing the denominations with their liberal, 
agreeable, and easy attitude in matters of religion. 
They appeared to have no conviction or sentiment 
that would restrain or hinder them in anything .... 

"Instrumental music just happened to be one of 
the first departures, and, therefore, the one upon 
which the controversy was focused. It served a 
double purpose: it was a lure for the uninformed and 
a plausible disguise for the disbelief of the 
digressives. They even introduced this innovation 
gradually and with Satanic cunning. None of those 
who introduced it ever advocated it! No, no, they 
were wholly indifferent on the question. They could 
worship with it or with out it! It was a matter of no 
consequence at all! They showed superior unconcern 

about the controversy. It was just too trivial a matter 
to claim their attention .... 

"The idea of finding scriptural authority for in
strumental music came as an afterthought and as a 
cover up for digression. 

"While the early innovators professed to be in
different to the music question, as shown, above, 
they, nevertheless, divided churches, stole church 
houses, and drove out the original owners, and in 
some cases, went to court in order to get church 
property in which to use their instruments. At first 
they wanted only a single instrument to accompany 
the singing and improve it! It was a melodeon first, 
perhaps. Then just an organ - a fiddle would have 
been too much even for a church divider! Then came 
the piano - just one instrument. That called for a 
choir - just selected members to lead the singing. 
Then came the flute, the trombone, the fiddle, the 
cello- ah, the orchestra! Then their own worship
ers could not do adequate singing. They had to have 
a hired choir - that is, trained singers, who, though 
not Christians, are paid to do what God commands 
his children to do! They worship(?) And make 
melody in their hearts (?) for the saints! But, at first, 
they would not allow their choir to wear gowns -
no, no, they would not tolerate a vested choir even 
though it was composed of unbelievers! But now 
what about it? They have a band, an orchestra, a 
hired choir (vested choir), women preachers and 
anything else that any denomination has, regardless 
of its scripturalness or unscripturalness. They light 
candles, have the Lord's Supper on Thursday night, 
celebrate Easter, practice open membership ... " (pp. 
99-101). 

A century ago apostasy swept away 85 per cent 
of our brotherhood. The question before us is what 
portion will be lost in our day? The answer depend 
on the willingness of Christ's faithful servants to 
stand up and fight for that which they know to be 
true and reject that which they know to be contrary 
to the Master's will. 
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Habits 
By Owen Cosgrove 

M an is a creature of habit, and the habits 
that he chooses become his character. 
G.D. Boardman, an 18th-century minister 

and writer, coined the phrase, "Sow an act and you 
reap a habit; sow a habit and you reap a character; 
sow a character and you reap a destiny." 

Jesus was a person of habit. He prayed often, he 
taught much, he went about doing good, and he ke~t 
a continuing relationship with God. Many of hts 
commandments urged his disciples into a steadfast 
and regular practice of the simple elements of per
sonal piety. 

Someone may reply, "Well, I do not think that re
ligion should become just a habit." Just a habit, no. A 
living vibrant habit, yes, because we first make our 
habits and then our habits make us. 

One person said, "If we would know who is the 
most degraded and wretched of human beings, look 
for a man who has practiced a vice so long that he 
curses it and yet clings to it; that he pursues it be
cause he feels a great law of his nature driving him 
on toward it; but reaching it, knows that it will gnaw 
his heart, and make him roll himself in the dust with 
anguish." 

The person who has not allowed himself to be 
tangled in the compulsions of a bad habit can hardly 
imagine why the person does not just break free. 
"Just quit it! Don't do it anymore," seems so direct 
and simple to the person who has avoided that par
ticular trap, but to the one who has allowed himself 
to become imprisoned in his own weaknesses, help 
and encouragement and resolute character may be 
needed to deliver him from his own moral dungeon. 

One person has said that the key to rearing good 
children is to help them to establish good habits 
when they are young. The child is father of the man 
and childhood habits can become the foundations of 
good character. Our habits can be the best of friends 
or the worst of masters. This is why Jesus has not 
made Christianity an individual event but rather a 
way of life filled with daily privileges and responsi
bilities. 

An old gospel song says, "Each victory will help 
you some other to win." The other side of this truth 
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is that each moral failure weakens our resistance 
to the next. Good habits can be difficult to form, 
but they are easy to live with. Bad habits are 
easily formed, but they bring difficulties and heart
aches. 

HABITS 
"Let me tie your hands with threadlets," 
Satan urged his trusting gull. 

"I will make you praised and popular; 
I will make you glad and full. 
I will be your humble servant 
And fulfil your heart's demands 
If you'll relax and let me put 
These frail threads upon your hands." 
The person heard him gladly. 
How could he such gifts refuse? 
All those pleasures and those comforts 
Freely his to have and use! 
Oh, how little did he notice 

'Til his life was racked with pain 
That the threads he had been promised 
Were a monstrous heavy chain. 
Evil habits oft' seem harmless 
And inoffensive at the start. 
But at last they're like a dagger 
Driven deep into the heart. 
And the spirit's cruelest masters 
Filled with painful, darkest dreads 
Began with pleasured habits 
That only seemed like little threads. 

-Owen Cosgrove 
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The Slippery Slope 
By Jack P. Lewis 

The foreigner was attending his first football 
game with an American friend, and they 
had seats on the 50-yard line. The opposing 

team with the ball marched down the field play after 
play to the goal line. There the defense held through 
the fourth down. The stands went wild. The puzzled 
foreigner asked, "What are they yelling for?" His 
friend replied, "We stopped them! We stopped 
them!' The foreigner said, "What I am puzzled about 
is why you did not stop them way back here?" 

As a child, I had set before me the story of the 
heroic Dutch boy with his finger in the leak in the 
dike. On the farm when the water threatened to 
break over the terraces, we raised the terraces in ad
vance to save a major break, which would make a 
gully in the field and wash off valuable soil. In flood 
season, the levy of the river is raised before the 
break. Once the break has come, the effort is futile. 

I heard the song poplar then, "Look down, look 
down that lonesome road before you travel on." I 
was impressed as a child with the story of the old 
woman trying to sweep back the ocean with a 
broom, as well as with the story of the duck floating 
on Niagara River, which now and then was alarmed 
at the noise ahead but yet was confident that it could 
fly when it chose. But the current swept the duck 
over the falls. I was reminded that in upper Minne
sota one can dam the beginning stream of the Missis
sippi with his foot, but at the gulf damming the Mis
sissippi is beyond human power. 

As a youth, I wanted to get the tall grass in which 
pecans were to be found out from under the tree. A 
small fire under the tree would do the trick; but I did 
not count on the fact that the fire could not be 
stopped when it cleared the area of the tree and that 
the whole pasture would burn. I did not get a whip
ping for that one (though I no doubt deserved it); 
but I never tried it again. 

The wise man said, "Train a child in the way he 
should go" (Prov. 22:6). In an age of drastic change, 
what the youth are doing today will be what the 
church will be doing tomorrow. The youth workers 
are more determinative of what the church of tomor
row will be than are the elders. A youth brought up 

on an orchestra in worship is not likely to abandon it 
tomorrow. A youth trained to seek emotional experi
ences is not going to change to action based on con
viction. A youth led to believe that entertainment is 
worship is not likely to change his mind. A youth 
brought up in sexual promiscuity is in most cases not 
going to abandon that pattern. A child that is filled 
up on candy loses his desire for wholesome food. 

Moses was not able to control the desert genera
tion when they decided to make their golden calf. 
Jesus was not able to control or to persuade the 
Pharisees when they had arrived at their legalistic 
mind. 

If a religious belief or practice is taught one from 
his childhood, the chance that he will abandon that 
belief or practice because a group of elders has de
cided that the action has gotten to the stopping place 
hardly exists. If a child has been led into religious 
practices which are unauthorized and has become ac
customed to them, that the elders have decided it is 
time to point out the lack of authorization only puts 
the elders, like Lot (Gen. 19:14), in the place of ap
pearing to jest. Not only is this true of youths, but it 
is also true of adults. 
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In the early dawn of history when people were of 
one language they decided to build a tower from 
earth to heaven. The Lord, concerned about "the 
slippery slope" said, "This is only the beginning of 
what they will do, and nothing they propose to do 
will now be impossible for them" (Gen. 11 :6). The 
Lord dealt with the problem by confusing their lan
guage and by scattering them abroad. The Lord has a 
concern about the slippery slope. 

The writer of the Book of Proverbs said, "The 
beginning of strife is like the letting out of water, so 
quit before the quarrel breaks out" (Prov. 17:14). 

Jesus suggested that one control adultery by deal
ing with the lustful look which leads to the act (Matt. 
5 :27). He suggested that one control murder by 
dealing with anger (Matt. 5 :22). Paul, concerned 
with a problem in the church in Corinth, instructed 
that a little leaven leavens the lump and ordered that 
the problem in the church be dealt with at its present 
stage (1 Cor. 5:6-7). James said, "Then desire when 
it has been conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when 
it is full-grown brings forth death" (James 1: 15). 

In dealing with my children, I was concerned 
with what are called "white lies" because they are the 
first stage for a disregard for the truth. Judas's taking 
money from the group purse (John 12:6) was the 
preliminary to his betraying the Lord for 3 0 pieces of 
silver. 

A doctor dealing with contagious diseases quar
antine the patient before the outbreak grows to epi
demic proportions. A leaking tire on an automobile 
is repaired if possible before the tire goes flat. The 
proverb speaks of great oaks that grow from little 
acorns. 

Lot never thought that pitching his tent toward 
Sodom would end up with his wife becoming a pillar 
of salt and with him making his own daughters preg
nant. When he tried to get his family out of Sodom, 
he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting (Gen. 
19:14). 

A person tells himself that he can control his li
quor; but the statistics are that 35 percent of alcohol
ics begin as social drinkers. The truly reclaimed alco
holic shuns social drinking completely. The parent 
who is telling himself that he will rescue his child 
from addiction after he finds the child experimenting 
with drugs is more than likely to find that he has 
been overly optimistic. The numbers of cases of re
covery from addiction are small. 

A writer of the second century stated the case 
quite well: 

16 ~:eF!':~d~~~~ 

Be not proud, for pride leads to murder, nor 
jealous, nor contentious, nor passionate, for 
from all these murders are engendered. My 
child, be not lustful, for lust leads to fornica
tion, nor a speaker of base words, nor a lifter 
up of the eyes, for from all these adultery is 
engendered. My child, regard not omens, for 
this leads to idolatry; neither be an enchanter, 
nor an astrologer, nor a magician, neither 
wish to see these things, for from them all 
idolatry is engendered. My child, be not a liar, 
for lying leads to theft, nor a lover of money, 
nor vain-glorious, for from aU these things are 
thefts engendered. My child, be not a grum
bler, for this leads to blasphemy, nor stub
born, nor a thinker of evil, for from all these 
are blasphemies engendered (Didache 3.2-6}. 

Modern people, however, attempt to ridicule 
others by labeling their concern and argument "the 
slippery slope." One may say, "If there is anything 
that disgusts me, it is people always opposing things 
by telling us where they may lead." One may opti
mistically say of a matter, "We will handle that prob
lem when we get there." If one is not concerned 
about what the outcome of actions or policies will 
be, it is obvious that he is not going to have much 
patience with those who see dangers not visible to 
him. 

None of us knows the future. The wise man said, 
"You do not know what a day may bring forth" 
(Prov. 2 7: 1). In the King James Version, one of the 
qualifications of an elder is that he is to be "vigilant" 
(1 Tim. 3:2); the more recent translations are likely 
to render the term "temperate." But apart from the 
word vigilant, Titus elaborates the task of the elder 
as that of teaching sound doctrine and of refuting 
those who contradict it. Paul charged the elders at 
Ephesus to take heed to themselves and to the 
church in which they are overseers. He warned of 
what would take place after his departure (Acts 
20:28-30). He urged them to be alert, an admonition 
repeatedly made to Christians (1 Cor. 16:12; Col. 
4:2; 1 Thess. 5:6, 10; Rev. 3:21; 16:15). 

I claim no special insight into the outcome of the 
way modern things are going. I have no gift of 
prophecy. I only have the brain God has given and a 
lifetime of study of his word from which to evaluate. 
It is inevitable that one's evaluation of things may be 
different from that of a person of different back
ground and experience. Two minds cannot necessar
ily persuade each other. In the absence of divinely 
given foresight, one could not expect always to pre
dict correctly what the outcome of a program will 



be. His evaluation may not always be correct in mat
ters of which scripture has not explicitly spoken. He 
has to call the game as he sees it with whatever wis
dom God has given him. 

While trying to avoid being a Chicken Little with 
the opinion that the sky is falling, as annoying as it 
may be to those of an opposite mind, I still prefer, 
and likely will continue to prefer, to deal with ques
tions in the church in as far as possible on the 50-
yard line rather than on the goal line. While not 
wanting to be Chicken Little, one also does not want 

to be the proverbial ostrich with his head in the sand. 
My observation has been that those confident they 
can handle the goal line are not always successful. At 
least the 50-yard line gives another chance after fail
ure. 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews was 
concerned with how things would go when he 
wrote, "Therefore we must pay the closer attention 
to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it" 
(Heb. 2:1). 
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Unbaptized Children 
and the Lord's Supper 

By Jack P. Lewis 

Paul divides people into two different catego
ries each of which is designated by a heavily 
weighted theological term. As with the terms 

saved and lost, there is no third category. One of 
Paul's terms is the world, a term that is used in two 
senses that should not be confused. "World" is the 
created order. "In the world" may mean to be alive 
here on planet earth. Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1: 15). But in a differ
ent meaning, one reads that the disciples are in the 
world but not of the world Uohn 17:14-16). Jesus 
chose his disciples "out of the world" Uohn 15: 19). 
"In Christ Jesus God was reconciling the world to 
himself" (2 Cor. 5: 19). 

The opposite category is "in Christ," a term that 
occurs more than a hundred times for the condition 
of followers of Christ. One enters by baptism into 
this relationship: "For as many of you who have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 
3:27). "All of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus have been baptized into his death" (Rom. 6:3). 
Baptism marks the passage from "in the world" to 
"in Christ." God has "blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessings in the heavenly places" (Eph. 1 :3). 
Other terms may be used for the two categories, but 
there is no third category. All fall into one or the 
other. 

1 Corinthians 
Paul's first Corinthian letter is addressed to those 
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 1 :2). It is 
not addressed to those in the world. It is not ad
dressed to children. Paul regularly speaks of those to 
whom it is addressed as "brethren" (1 Cor. 1:10; 
3:1; etc.). They "have been called into the fellowship 
of his Son, Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 1:9). The letter is to 
those inside the church (1 Cor. 5:12). They have 
been washed, sanctified, and justified (1 Cor. 6:11). 
They are people who by one Spirit have been bap
tized into one body (1 Cor. 12:13). 

Paul speaks of baptized Christians as "babes in 
Christ" (1 Cor. 3: 1). They are Paul's beloved chil
dren (1 Cor. 4:14) as also Timothy was (1 Tim. 1:8). 
Paul speaks of when he was a child but insists that he 
has given up childish ways (1 Cor. 13:11). 

While in some of Paul's letters he deals with 
household duties with admonitions to children (Eph. 
6:1-3; Col. 3:20), 1 Corinthians is not one of them. 
Children are not addressed anywhere in the letter. 
Church division, marriage and sexual sins, speaking 
in languages, and resurrection of the dead are not 
problems of children. 

Paul in discussing the Lord's Supper addressed 
people by "you" (hymin), the plural second-person 
pronoun. The antecedent of this pronoun is the 
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baptized people of Corinth - the people of the one 
body (1 Cor. 11:23). He also can use "we," the first 
person plural, when including himself along with the 
members of the body (1 Cor. 11:32). 

What they are doing in observing the Lord's Sup
per is done in remembrance of the Lord (1 Cor. 
11 :24-25). The cup is a participation in the blood of 
Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). The one loaf symbolizes the 
one body (1 Cor. 10: 17). Participation proclaims the 
Lord's death until he comes (1 Cor. 11 :26). These 
are not what an unbaptized child can do. 

Then there is the serious warning, "Whoever, 
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of pro
faning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man 
examine himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of 
the cup" (1 Cor. 11:27 -28). Each participant is re
sponsible for himself. Paul points out that failure is 
serious. "That [that is, failure to examine self] is why 
many of you are weak and ill, and some have died" 
(1 Cor. 11 :30). He speaks of the possibility of being 
condemned along with the world (1 Cor. 11 :32). He 
suggests that family eating should be done at home 
(1 Cor. 11:22, 34). 

The three Gospels inform us that Jesus first insti
tuted the Lord's Supper at the end of the observance 
of the Passover meal. Present with him were his 12 
disciples and no one else ·(Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 
14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20). There was no child par
ticipation. 

The only allusions to the observance of the Lord's 
Supper in the church are Acts 2:42; Acts 20:7; and 1 
Corinthians 10-11. None of these ·hints at participa
tion by unbaptized children. All that we can know 
about what the first-century church did on this matter 
comes from these verses. All else to be said is supposi
tion and deduction. People do not suppose and de
duce alike. Suppositions and deductions do not con
stitute New Testament authority for a practice. 

The Passover Analogy 

The Passover commemorated the sparing of the first
born of the Israelites from the tenth plague in Egypt 
when the firstborn whose house was not marked 
with blood died. The observance was on the 14th of 
the month of Nisan, the first month of the year. It 
was an annual, one-night, one-meal affair (Exod. 
12:1-14; Deut. 16:1-8). The food to be eaten was 
specified. It was by plan and nature a home family 
gathering, not a community assembly affair. Two 
families might go together if needed to consume the 
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selected Passover lamb. It was to be observed in the 
place the Lord would choose, and after Solomon's 
time that was understood as being observed in 
Jerusalem. The Lord responded favorably to 
Solomon's prayer that he would accept the temple as 
the place for his name to dwell (cf. 1 Kings 9:3). The 
Passover was followed by seven days of eating un
leavened bread (Exod. 12:15-20). One did not have 
to remain in Jerusalem for that (Deut. 16:7-8). 

The Lord through Moses specifically mentioned 
children's participation in a Passover observance. 
The children would ask questions about the signifi
cance of what was being done (Exod. 12:26). In con
trast to that, no biblical passage hints at or suggests 
unbaptized children's participation in communion. 

Though Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper at a 
Passover observance, no New Testament passage 
connects the two observances, drawing practices 
from one to the other. For Paul, the Christian's pass
over lamb (Christ) has been sacrificed (1 Cor. 5 :7). It 
is not the Lord's Supper that is the Christian's Pass
over. Paul does not connect the Lord's Supper with 
the Passover meal. He compares participation with 
eating the food of an altar sacrifice (1 Cor. 10:18). 

As pointed out, the Passover commemorated the 
sparing of the Israelites' firstborn. The Lord's Supper 
is a participation in the body and blood of the Lord 
- a completely different event and of completely 
different significance. It proclaims the Lord's death 
and suffering until he comes, and in following the 
church in Troas (Acts 20:7), it is done on the first day 
of the week, not once a year, and not solely in 
Jerusalem. Special occasion communion (as at initia
tions, a beginning of a special event, a special week 
night assembly, meeting of a social group, and the 
like) is totally a human tradition. No passage sug
gests that the Lord's Supper is a human family meal. 
Meals were to be eaten at home. 

The Passover analogy type of exposition opens a 
Pandora's box much of which we have encountered 
before; but all of it is fallacious. A few examples in
clude that Israel practiced circumcision of male in
fants. Therefore infants should be baptized. The argu
ment never explained why girls should be baptized. 
Israel never practiced female circumcision. Without 
question, Israel used instrumental music with divine 
approval (1 Chron. 29:25); therefore, the New Testa
ment church should use instrumental music. Israel 
worshiped with use of incense; therefore, the church 
should use incense. The conclusions drawn just do not 
follow from the evidence presented. 



The Second Century 
The writers of the second century are those from 
whose writings must be drawn all that we can know 
of the practices of the church at the time which im
mediately followed the Apostolic period. These writ
ers recognize that they do not have the authority the 
apostles had. They are not normative for the church 
of all periods. 

Ignatius, bishop of Antioch about A.D. 117, 
points out that he is not giving commands as though 
he was someone great; he is a prisoner for the Name 
(Eph. 3:1). He does not think himself competent to 
give orders like an Apostle (Trallians 3:3 ). "I do not 
order you as did Peter and Paul, they were Apostles, I 
am a convict" (Rom. 4:3). Nevertheless, the practice 
of the second century can be very informative if we 
ask how the writings of Jesus and Paul were being 
understood at that time. 

Accounts of observance of the Lord's Supper in 
the second century are not numerous. Pliny, pagan 
governor about A.D. 111-113 of Bithynia on the 
Black Sea, wrote to Emperor Trajan about Christian 
practices in his region. Pliny, as a politician and an 
outsider, would not be expected to know and under
stand minutiae of Christian belief and practice where 
it did not compose a threat to laws of the empire. I 
would compare him to the child describing to his 
grandmother what he had observed at church: "They 
served crackers and drinks, and I think it was 
Scotch." The child naively revealed something about 
his own home. Pliny says that Christians on a fixed 
day before daylight partake of ordinary and harmless 
food. He does not raise the question of unbaptized 
participants. In the time of persecution it is not likely 
there were any unbaptized participants. 

Ignatius, about A.D. 117, speaks of observance 
of the Lord's Day (Magnesians 9: 1), but does not 
discuss unbaptized participants in the Supper. He 
says, "Let no man be deceived: unless a man be 
within the sanctuary he lacks the bread of God" 
(Eph. 5 :2). He describes breaking the one bread 
as the "medicine of immortality, the antidote that 
we should not die, but live for ever in Jesus Christ" 
(Eph. 20:2). He urges the Philadelphians to have 
one Eucharist (Philadelphians 4: 1). He asserts that 
the heretics abstain from the Eucharist and prayer 
because they do not confess that the Eucharist is 
the flesh of our Savior (Smyrnaeans 7:1). People 
who did not believe in the reality of the incarna
tion would not have a reason to take of something 
representing body and blood. Ignatius champions 

that the Eucharist must be celebrated by the bishop 
(Smyrnaeans 8:1). 

More detailed is the description of the document 
of about A.D. 150 called The Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles (The Didache). Mter describing baptism 
(Didache 7) and fasting (Didache 7-8), he writes of 
the Eucharist [the name is taken from the Greek 
term for uttering the blessing on the bread and the 
cup]. He concludes, "But let none eat or drink of 
your Eucharist except those who have been baptized 
in the Lord's Name. For concerning this also did the 
Lord say, 'Give not that which is holy to the dogs'" 
(Didache 9). 

The Didache further exhorted, "On the Lord's 
day disciples come together, break bread and hold 
Eucharist after confessing your transgressions that 
your offering may be pure: but let none who has a 
quarrel with his fellow join in your meeting until 
they be reconciled, that your sacrifice not be defiled" 
(Didache 14: 1). 

Justin Martyr about A.D. 150, without specify
ing a specific day on which it is done, describes how 
those who are persuaded and believe are baptized 
followed by a eucharitic service of bread and wine 
mixed with water in which those present participate 
and portions are taken to those not present. He de
scribes how the Gospels are specific that Jesus gave 
the bread and the cup only to the apostles. He says, 
"It is not lawful for any man to partake of it but him 
who believes the things taught by us to be true, and 
has been washed with the washing which is for the 
remission of sins and unto a new birth and is so liv
ing as Christ commanded" (Apology 1 :66). 

Justin then describes a Sunday service in which 
there is "a gathering of all in one place of us all who 
live in cities or in the country." There is reading of 
Scripture, an exhortation, and prayers. There is 
brought bread, wine and water accompanied by 
prayers and thanksgiving by the one presiding. There 
is distribution to those present and portions taken to 
those not present by the deacons. He claims, "He 
U esus] taught them these things which we have of
fered for your consideration" (Apology 1 :67). 

Irenaeus, who lived nearer the end of the second 
century, connected the Eucharist with Old Testament 
sacrifices, not with the Passover (Demonstration of 
the Apostolic Preaching 165). Paul earlier also had 
done that (1 Cor. 10:18). The Sacrament "was or
dained by the Lord for the disciples that they might 
be themselves neither unfruitful nor ungrateful" 
(Haeresies 4.17.51). 
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The Apostolic Tradition 23 by Hippolytus in the 
early third century describes a communion follow
ing baptism as Justin earlier had done. A number of 
unscriptural items had by that time crept in; but 
there is no hint that unbaptized people were partici
pating. 

I have not found a single New Testament text or 
a single text in the writers of the second century that 
hinted that the unbaptized, whether children of any 
age or adults, were participating in the Lord's Sup
per. If any who know the New Testament better than 
I or the early church history better will bring such a 
text to my attention, I would be in his/her debt. 

Whereas Paul placed examining responsibility 
on the individual participant - "let a man examine 
himself" (1 Cor. 11 :28) - a duty that unbaptized 
children are not ready to discharge - these writers 
of the second century place responsibility on the 
community. This development has its descendant 

in the "open communion" "closed communion" dis
pute of the present day. Even that controversy did 
not center on child participation. 

Like most biblical questions, this question is a 
matter of teaching and admonition. Biblically in
formed people can see that in Paul's teaching baptism 
comes before communion; communion is for mem
bers of the body. An unbaptized person of information 
and understanding will automatically exclude himself. 

One can understand that in the biblical pattern, 
marriage comes before sex; faith comes before obe
dience (Mark 16: 16; Heb. 11 :6), repentance before 
baptism (Acts 2:38), and death and burial before res
urrection (Rom. 6:4). I belong to a number of aca
demic organizations, but with all of them enrollment 
activities come before participation in body activities 
and the benefits thereof. Baptism comes before com
munion. 1132 S. Perkins Rd. 

Memphis, 1N 38117 
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Laffer-Day Saints (Mormons) 
Arranged, compiled, and written by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints (Mormon Church) began about A.D. 
1830. Its founder, Joseph Smith, was about 

25 years old when he organized the first Mormon 
Church. 

Smith was born in Sharon, Vt., on Dec. 23, 
1805. The family moved near the town of Palmyra, in 
upstate New York, where between the ages of 14 and 
25 Smith claimed to have experienced visions calling 
him to restore the true Christian religion. According 
to his account, an angel guided him to a set of golden 
plates buried in a hill near the Smith farm; these con
tained a narrative written in a hieroglyphic script, 
which he translated, "by the gift and power of God." 
The result was published in 183 0 as the Book of Mor
mon, which he claimed was a religious record of the 
ancient inhabitants of North America (Indians). 

History 

The Mormon Church was established in Fayette, 
N.Y., but within a year the center had moved to 
Kirtland, Oh. Residents of these areas were hostile 
to Mormonism mainly because of its teaching on 
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multiple-wives and communal living. The Mormons 
were driven out of Kirtland and settled at Com
merce, Ill., which they renamed Nauvoo, where they 
enjoyed rapid growth. Joseph Smith and his brother 
Hyrum were put in jail in Carthage, Ill., on charges 
of treason and conspiracy; the two brothers were as
sassinated by a mob. 

Brigham Young, who was the senior apostle at the 
time of Joseph Smith's death, became the President of 
the Mormon Church. Members of the Joseph Smith 
family led a revolt and created the Reformed Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Independence, 
Mo., where they continue to have their world head
quarters. 

Young led the Mormons to the Great Salt Lake in 
Utah where they firmly established themselves. After 
much conflict, including Indian wars and armed 
resistance to the United States, the group adjusted its 
teaching to exclude polygamy, though it continued to 
be practiced by many Mormons. 

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 
1·888-367-6216 



Holy Books 

Mormons consider the Bible to be an inspired book 
"insofar as it is accurately translated." 

The Book of Mormon relates the history of a 
group of Hebrews who migrated from Jerusalem to 
America about 600 B.C., led by a prophet, Lehi. 
They multiplied and eventually split into two groups. 
One group, the Lamanites, forgot their beliefs, be
came heathens, and were the ancestors of the Ameri
can Indians. The other group, the Nephites, devel
oped culturally and built great cities but was eventu
ally destroyed by the Lamanites about A.D. 400. Be
fore this occurred, however, Jesus had appeared and 
taught the Nephites (after his ascension). The history 
and teachings were abridged and written on gold 
plates by the prophet Mormon. His son, Moroni, 
made additions and buried the plates in the ground, 
where they remained about 1,400 years, until 
Moroni, a resurrected being or angel, delivered them 
to Joseph Smith; subsequently Smith returned them 
to Moroni. 

Other Holy Books are the Doctrine and Cov
enants (138 revelations and other statements, almost 
all of them issued by Joseph Smith), and Pearl of Great 
Price (shorter works, both ancient and modern). 

Church leaders interpret, and expand the teach
ing of the Mormon Church and are believed to re
ceive additional revelations. 

Doctrines 

Mormons teach polytheism, in affirming that God 
has evolved from man and that men might evolve 
into gods, and that human souls have preexisted. 
Mormons accept that. Justification is by faith and 
obedience to the ordinances of the church, repen
tance, baptism by immersion unto the remission of 
sins, and laying on of hands for the Spirir>s gifts (in
cluding prophecy, revelation, and speaking in 
tongues). 

Mormons believe that faithful members of the 
church will inherit eternal life as gods, and even 
those who had rejected God's law would live in 
glory. Mormons believe that the return of Christ to 
earth will lead to the first resurrection and the mil
lennium, the main activity of which will be "temple 
work," especially Baptism on behalf of the dead. Af
ter the millennium and second resurrection, the 
earth will become a celestial sphere and all people 
will be assigned to the eternal kingdoms. 

Smith, Mormons claim, came to restore the insti
tutions of the church and God's law in society 

Adult baptism, signifying repentance and obedi
ence, has acquired additional importance as a ritual 
that may be undertaken by a proxy for the salvation 
of those who died without knowledge of the truth. 
Baptism on behalf of the dead, endowment, and seal
ing (which may also be undertaken by proxy for the 
dead) are secret but essential ceremonies that take 
place in the temple. At endowment, the person is 
ritually washed, anointed with oil, and dressed in 
temple garments. Initiates witness a dramatic perfor
mance of the story of creation, learn secret pass
words and grips, and receive a secret name. The seal
ing ceremony, which was of special importance in 
the period when Mormons practiced polygamy, seals 
Mormon men and women in marriage for eternity. 

Mormons claim that the writing of Joseph Smith 
and other Mormon literature (Pearl of Great Price, 
and Doctrine and Covenants) are recent revelations 
from God. The Book of Mormon, it is claimed, was 
written by the hand of Mormon (supposedly an angel 
who is also called Moroni). The opening page of many 
editions of the Book of Mormon say that it is "another 
testament of Jesus Christ." The Introduction says, 
"The Book of Mormon is a volume of Holy Scripture 
comparable to the Bible, by which Mormons mean 
equal to the Bible. The New Testament of the Holy 

Brown Trail 

School of Preaching 
-Faculty-

Douglas Alvarenga 
Gerald Ball 
Charles Billingsley 
Bill Burk 
Perry Cotham 
Robert Dodson 
Ken Gardner 

Ken Hope 
Jeff Jenkins 

Randall Morris 
Hardeman Nichols 

Obed Rodriguez 
Heath Stapleton 

Robert Stapleton 

Two-year program - Hispanic Department 
Tuition Free- 58 Courses- Qualified Faculty 

Robert Stapleton • Director 

P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford, Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 • Fax (817) 282-5803 

Email: bob.stapleton@browntrailschoolofpreaching.com 
W cbsitc: www .browntrailschoolofprcaching.com 

The Brown Trail School of Preaching does not discriminate 
on the basis o race, color, nationality, or ethnic ori in. 

November 2006 
Firm Foundation 21 



Bible is a gospel and, and the Book of Mormon claims 
to be a different gospel. Mormon missionaries, whom 
they call "elders," will generally readily agree to this. 
This presents an insurmountable objection to Mor
monism. Paul, the apostle, wrote: 

I marvel that ye are so quickly removing from 
him that called you in the grace of Christ unto 
a different gospel; which is not another gospel 
only there are some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, should 
preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him be 
anathema. As we have said before, so say I 
now again, if any man preacheth unto you any 
gospel other than that which ye received, let 
him be anathema (Gal 1:6-9). 

If the New Testament is inspired scripture, then 
the Book of Mormon and all who accept its claims 
are anathema. Jude speaks of the New Testament as 
the "once for all" delivered faith ijude 3). If Jude is 
right, the Book of Mormon is wrong. 

The government of the Mormon Church is un
like the polity of the church of Christ as it is revealed 
in the New Testament. 

Organizational Strudure 
Church of Jesus Christ of LaHer Day Saints (Mormon) 

First Presidency 
President and two counselors 

President is often referred to as "the prophet" 

Council of the Twelve Apostles 
Twelve apostles and assistants 

Patriarch 
Patriarch is also called the presiding Bishop 

Controls the Aaronic Priesthood 

First Quorum of the Seventy 
Ten Presidents 

Manages missionary activities 

Presiding Bishopric 
Three members 

Oversee the Stakes and Wards 

Stakes 
2,000 to 10,000 members each 

Collection of several wards 

Wards 
5 00 to 600 members each 

Each ward has a presiding Bishop and two counselors 
At the age of 12, all worthy males become deacons 

in the Aaronic priesthood; they become teachers 
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when 14 years old and priests at the age of 16. About 
tWo years later they may enter the Melchizedek priest
hood as elders and may be called upon for 18 months 
of missionary work. A Mormon man may afterward 
become a "seventy" (a member of a larger priesthood 
quorum composed of 70 members) and ultimately a 
high priest in the church's First Quorum of Seventy. 

Reorganized Group 
Reorganized Church and other Mormon groups. The 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints holds firmly to the Book of Mormon but rejects 
the evolutionary conceptions of deity and the poly
theism implicit in it, the new covenant of celestial 
marriage, baptism on behalf of the dead, polygamy, 
and tithing. Secret ceremonies are not performed in 
the Kirtland (Ohio) Temple, to which the Reorganized 
Church gained legal title in 1890, and the Book of 
Abraham is not accepted as of divine origin. The 
church's presidents continue to be lineal descendants 
of Smith, beginning with Joseph Smith (1832-1914). 

Some Mormon splinter groups adopted commu
nistic practices. The followers of Granville Hedrick 
took as their mission the building of Smith's projected 
temple in Missouri and acquired part of the "Temple 
Lot" in Independence, Mo. P.O. Box 690192 
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Chart Showing Teaching 
of Various Denominations vs. Teaching of the Bible 

Religious Organization T u L I p LS Bap Be Bi FO 0 

Assemblies of God y M y y y Sy D N N y Hm 

Baptist y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Church of England y y y y y Tr s y y y H 

Church of God y M N y y c s y N y H 

Congregationalist* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Disciples of Christ* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Episcopalian USA y y y y N Tr s y y y H 

Friends. Society of (Quakers) y M y y y Sy s N y y H 

Greek Orthodox (Eastern) y y N y N Tr D y y N H 

Holiness y M N y y Sy D N+ N y Hm 

Jehovah•s Witnesses y N y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

Lutheran y y y y y c s y y y H 

Methodist y M N y N c s y y y H 

Mormon y ? N y N Sy D y N N H 

Nazarine y M N y N c s y y y H 

Presbyterian y y y y y Sy s y y y Hm 

Roman Catholic (Western) y y N N N Tr s y y N H 

Seventh Day Adventists y M y y y Sy D N+ N y L 

BIBLE TEACHES N N N N N Sy D y N N L 

*Basically defunct - merged to become United Church of Christ; ultra-liberal; the only condition of salvation and church 
membership is to say "Jesus is Lord," but even then are not willing to say Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism are 
wrong; identify with Unitarian Universalist Church; not to be confused with Independent Christian Church. 

Unitarian Universalists have no doctrinal position ... believe whatever you want to believe ... except it is wrong to say that 
anything is wrong. Question: Is it wrong to say, that it is wrong to say anything is wrong? They have adopted theological 
liberalism and advocate world socialism. This group, along with the Episcopal movement, are the major forces in the World 
Council of Churches, and promote globalization of all civil governments, and world collectivism. 

KEYS 
T Total inherent depravity or depraved because of corrupt 

human nature 
U Unlimited sovereignity of God (predetermined the details 

of every life before creation). 
L Limited atonement, or Election - God decided before 

creatiion who would be saved and who would be lost 
I resistible Grace- Holy Spirit irresistability falls on those 
whom God has arbitraily selected to save 

P Preservation of the saints - cannot fall from grace -
once saved, always saved 

FO Justification (salvation) by faith only through grace alone 
LS Lord's Supper whether transubstantiation, consubstantia-

tion, or symbolic 
Bap Baptism, mode of, whether sprinkling, pouring, dipping 
Be Baptism to obtain remission of sins, basic essentiality 
Bi Baptism of infants 
0 Organization, whether hierarchy, regional, or local (au

tonomous) 

Y Yes 
N No 
N+ Some do and some do not 
M Yes, but modified 
S Sprinkling or pouring 
D Dipping 

(immersion and resurrection) 
H Hierarchical governance 
Hm Modified hierarchical governance 
L Local control 

(autonomous) 
Tr Transubstantiation 

(bread and wine become literal flesh and blood} 
C Consubstantiation (Literal flesh and blood in and with the 

bread and wine) 
Sy Symbolic 

(the bread and fruit of the vine represent the body and the 
blood of Jesus) 
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Nine Eleven In the Name of Allah 

T wo bearded young men laugh and joke for 
the camera. They appear relaxed, well
groomed, intelligent; they might be high

achieving students quietly celebrating an exam suc
cess. They look at a piece of paper and laugh some 
more. 

What is so funny? Certainly not the piece of pa
per. There is Arabic script on it. Easily decipherable 
is the word "a/ wasiyyah." This means "the will." 

It is the handwritten last testament of Ziad Jar
rah, the lighter-haired and better-looking of the two 
young men. A well educated, middle-class Lebanese, 
he has been studying in Germany. So has his dark
haired companion, Mohammed Atta, also middle 
class and university educated, but born in Egypt. Atta 
has his will, too. Unsmiling, both men read them to 
camera. 

These images are part of a videotape, nearly an 
hour long, that was filmed at Osama Bin Laden 's lair 
in Afghanistan 6Y2 years ago. They are revealed to
day for the first time, and they are a missing chapter 
in the searing story of the attacks on America on Sep
t. 11, 2001. 

Atta led the team of 19 suicide attackers and flew 
American Airlines flight 11 into the north tower of 
the World Trade Center. Jarrah piloted United Air
lines flight 93. His assigned target was Capitol Hill, 
but the plane crashed. 

Atta and Jarrah have never been pictured to
gether before. ·Indeed, a key element of their 
tradecraft was that they steered clear of each other. 
They were leading figures in the September 11 story, 
not only because they flew the planes but also be
cause they apparently had everything to live for. Un
like most of the other hijackers, who were mainly 
provincial Saudi fundamentalists, Atta and Jarrah fi t
ted easily into western society. 

To the Germans who knew them in Hamburg 
they seemed entirely normal. The tape explains this 
mistake. It would be hard to look less homicidal -
until the camera pulls back and reveals that Atta is 
sitting next to an AK-47. 

So the tape not only fills a gap in the story of 
September 11 but also provides chilling proof of the 
difficulty of fighting Islamic terrorism: these two 
"normal," happy, unthreatening individuals turned 
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out to have an explosive effect on the history of the 
21" century. 

The unedited video was passed to The Sunday 
Times through a previously tested channel. On con
dition of anonymity, sources from both Al-Qaeda 
and the United States have confirmed its authenticity. 
It has no sound - and lip-readers have failed to de
cipher it, according to a U.S. source - but the im
ages speak loudly for themselves. 

The tape not only features Atta and Jarrah. It 
also gives a rare and intriguing sight of Bin Laden 
with his inner court. 

It opens with 100 or so Al-Qaeda hardcore mem
bers sitting on the ground in the open air, obviously 
expecting something to happen. Among them are 
several children. 

A very tall man surrounded by three armed body
guards arrives in a sedate, presidential manner. It is 
Bin Laden, dressed in white from head to toe with an 
all-enveloping, light brown robe. He looks serene as 
he makes his way to a makeshift podium and begins 
to speak into a microphone. 

The date recorded on this section of the video is 
Jan. 8, 2000. That makes the occasion Eid al Fitr, the 
end of Ramadan. 

Ten days after Bin Laden's Eid speech, according 
to the date on the fi lm, Atta and Jarrah read their 
martyrdom wills to the camera. This proof of their 

'rhy 
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by David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premillenialism, 
rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the kingdom 
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subject with David Pharr. Thirteen chapters with 
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presence in Mghanistan at that time is just about the 
final main piece of the jigsaw: Atta, the man who de
cided zero hour on September 11 is for the first time 
on video, getting ready to record his "martyrdom" 
will. 

Unedited, the extraordinary footage also gives us 
a glimpse into the superficially ordinary character of 
the man who would later spearhead the devastating 
terrorist attack. 

Cool, gathered ,and deliberate, Atta reads to the 
camera for 10 minutes before the tape cuts to a 
collector's item: Atta and Jarrah together for the first 
time on camera. 

Smiling, laughing and exchanging remarks, they 
discuss Jarrah's will as he holds it - a superb set-up 
shot. Jarrah then gets his seven-minute exclusive ap
pearance to tell the camera his last words. 

Distinctively the black sheep of the whole lot -

plotters and hijackers- Atta and Jarrah came from 
the two most liberal Arab countries, both from the 
heart of their respective communities, both from 
middle-class families, both intelligent, pleasant and 
trusted wherever they went, and both with impres
sive educational track records. Jarrah went to a 
Christian school in Beirut; Atta advanced his English 
at The American University in Cairo. 

Then they both had ambitions beyond what they 
thought their countries could offer. They both went 
to Germany; Attain 1992 to end up preparing a mas
ters degree in city planning; and Jarrah in 1996 to 
end up preparing his in aeronautical engineering. 

If the appearance of this video solves one mys
tery, the big question about both Atta and Jarrah is 
still with us: how on earth did such impressive young 
men with everything to live for develop such a 
mindset? (As reported by ACT). ~ 

[Rodney Stark was professor of sociology at the University of Washington for many years and is now uni
versity professor of the social sciences at Baylor University. He is author of For the Glory of God (Princeton 
University Press) and other acclaimed books on science and religion.] 

Fad, Fable, and Darwin 
By Rodney Stark 

I write as neither a creationist nor a Darwinist, but 
as one who knows what is probably the most 
disreputable scientific secret of the past cen

tury: There is no plausible scientific theory of the 
origin of species! Darwin himself was not sure he 
had produced one, and for many decades every com
petent evolutionary biologist has known that he did 
not. Although the experts have kept quiet when true 
believers have sworn in court and before legislative 
bodies that Darwin's theory is proven beyond any 
possible doubt, that's not what reputable biologists, 
including committed Darwinians, have been saying 
to one another. 

When a thoroughly ideological Darwinist like 
Richard Dawkins claims, "The theory is about as 
much in doubt as that the earth goes round the sun," 
he does not state a fact, but merely aims to discredit 
a priori anyone who dares to express reservations 
about evolution. Indeed, Dawkins has written, "It is 
absolutely safe to say that, if you meet somebody 

who claims not to believe in evolution, that person is 
ignorant, stupid, or insane .... " 

What is most clear to me is that the Darwinian 
Crusade does not prove some basic incompatibility 
between religion and science. But the even more im
mediate reality is that Darwin's theory falls notice
ably short of explaining the origin of species. 
Dawkins knows the many serious problems that be
set a purely materialistic evolutionary theory, but as
serts that no one except true believers in evolution 
can be allowed into the discussion, which also must 
be held in secret. Thus he chastises Niles Eldridge 
and Stephen Jay Gould, two distinguished fellow 
Darwinians, for giving "spurious aid and comfort to 
modern creationists." 

According to Steven Stanley, another distin
guished evolutionist, doubts raised by the fossil 
record were "suppressed" for years. Paleontologist 
Niles Eldridge and his colleagues have said that the 
history of life demonstrates gradual transformations 
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of species, "all the while really knowing that it does 
not." This is not how science is conducted; it is how 
ideological crusades are run. 

It was well known that selective breeding can 
create variations within species. But the boundaries 
between species are distinct and firm - one species 
does not simply trail off into another by degrees. As 
Darwin acknowledged, breeding experiments reveal 
clear limits to selective breeding beyond which no 
additional changes can be produced. For example, 
dogs can be bred to be only so big and no bigger, let 
alone be selectively bred until they are cats. Hence, 
the question of where species come from was the real 
challenge and, despite the title of his famous book 
and more than a century of hoopla and celebration, 
Darwin essentially left it unanswered. 

Mter many years spent searching for an ad
equate explanation of the origin of species, in the 
end Darwin fell back on natural selection, claiming 
that it could create new creatures too, if given im
mense periods of time. That is, organisms respond to 
their environmental circumstances by slowly chang
ing (evolving) in the direction of traits beneficial to 
survival until, eventually, they are sufficiently 
changed to constitute a new species. Hence, new 
species originate very slowly, one tiny change after 
another, and eventually this can result in lemurs 
changing to humans via many intervening species. 

Darwin fully recognized that a major weakness 
of this account of the origin of species involved what 
he and others referred to as the principle of "gradu
alism in nature." The fossil record was utterly incon
sistent with gradualism. As Darwin acknowledged: 
" ... why, if species have descended from other species 
by fine gradations, do we not everywhere see innu
merable transitional forms? Why is not all nature in 
confusion instead of the species being, as we see 
them, well defined?" 

Darwin offered two solutions. Transitional types 
are quickly replaced and hence would mainly only be 
observable in the fossil record. As for the lack of 
transitional types among the fossils, that was, Dar
win admitted, "the most obvious and serious objec
tion which can be urged against the theory." 

Darwin dealt with this problem by blaming "the 
extreme imperfection of the geological record." 
"Only a small portion of the surface of the earth has 
been geologically explored, and no part with suffi
cient care." But, just wait, Darwin promised, the 
missing transitions will be found in the expected pro
portion when more research has been done. Thus be-
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gan an intensive search for what the popular press 
soon called the "missing links." 

Today, the fossil record is enormous compared to 
what it was in Darwin's day, but the facts are un
changed. The links are still missing; species appear 
suddenly and then remain relatively unchanged. As 
Steven Stanley reported: "The known fossil record ... 
offers no evidence that the gradualistic model can be 
valid." 

Indeed, the evidence has grown even more con
trary since Darwin's day. "Many of the discon
tinuities [in the fossil record] tend to be more and 
more emphasized with increased collecting," noted 
the former curator of historical geology at the 
American Museum of Natural History. The history 
of most fossil species includes two features particu
larly inconsistent with gradualism, Stephen Jay 
Gould has acknowledged. The first problem is stasis. 
Most species exhibit no directional change during 
their tenure on earth. They appear in the fossil 
record looking much the same as when they disap
pear. The second probl~m is sudden appearance. 
Species do not arise gradually by the steady transfor
mation of ancestors, they appear "fully formed." 

These are precisely the objections raised by many 
biologists and geologists in Darwin's time- it was 
not merely that Darwin's claim that species arise 
through eons of natural selection was offered with-
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out supporting evidence, but that the available evi
dence was overwhelmingly contrary. Unfortunately, 
rather than concluding that a theory of the origin of 
species was yet to be accomplished, many scientists 
urged that Darwin's claims must be embraced, no 
matter what. 

In keeping with Darwin's views, evo lutionists 
have often explained new species as the result of the 
accumulation of tiny, favorable random mutations 
over an immense span of time. But this answer is in
consistent with the fossil record wherein creatures 
appear "full-blown and raring to go." Consequently, 
for most of the past century, biologists and geneticists 
have tried to discover how a huge number of favorable 
mutations can occur at one time so that a new species 
would appear without intermediate types. 

However, as the eminent and committed Dar
winist Ernst Mayr explained: "The occurrence of ge
netic monstrosities by mutation .. . is well substanti
ated, but they are such evident freaks that these 
monsters can only be designated as 'hopeless.' They 
are so utterly unbalanced that they would not have 
the slightest chance of escaping elimination through 
selection. Giving a thrush the wings of a falcon does 
not make it a better flyer. ... To believe that such a 
drastic mutation would produce a viable new type, 
capable of occupying a new adaptive zone, is equiva
lent to believing in miracles. " 

The word miracle crops up again and again in 
mathematical assessments of the possibili ty that even 
very simple biochemical chains, let alone living or
ganisms, can mutate into being by a process of ran
dom trial and error. For generations, Darwinians 
have regaled their students with the sto ry of the 
monkey and the typewriter, noting that given an infi
nite period of time, the monkey sooner or later is 
bound to produce Macbeth purely by chance, the 
moral being that infinite time can perform miracles. 

H owever, the monkey of random evolution does 
not have infinite time. The progression from simple 
to complex life forms on earth took place within a 
quite limited time. Moreover, w hen competent 
mathematicians considered the matter, they quickly 
calculated that even if the monkey's task were re 
duced to coming up with only a few lines of 
Macbeth, let alone Shakespeare's entire play, the 
probability is far, far beyond mathematica l possibil
ity. The odds of creating even the simplest organism 
at random are even more remote - Fred Hoyle and 
Chandra Wickramasinghe, celebrated cosmologists, 
calculated the odds as one in ten to the 40,000'h 

power. (Consider that all atoms in the known uni
verse are estimated to number no more than ten to 
the 80'h power.) In this sense, then, Darwinian 
theory does rest on truly miraculous assumptions. 

Perhaps the most amazing aspect of the current 
situation is that while Darwin is treated as a secular 
saint in the popular media and the theory of evolu
tion is regarded as the invincible challenge to all reli
gious claims, it is taken for granted among the lead
ing biological scientists that the origin of species has 
yet to be explained. Writing in Nature in 1999, Eors 
Szathmay summarizes that, "The origin of species 
has long fascinated biologists. Although Darwin's 
major work bears it as a title, it does not provide a 
solution to the problem." When Julian Huxley 
claimed that "Darwin's theory is .. . no longer a 
theory but a fact," he surely knew better. But, just 
like his grandfather, Thomas Huxley, he knew that 
his lie served the greater good of "enlightenment. " 

When The Origin of Species was published it 
aroused immense interest, but initially it did not pro
voke antagonism on religious grounds. Although 
many criticized Darwin's lack of evidence, none 
raised religious objections. Instead, the initial re
sponse from theologians was favorable. The distin
guished Harvard botanist Asa Gray hailed Darwin 
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for having solved the most difficult problem con
fronting the Design argument- the many imperfec
tions and failures revealed in the fossil record. Ac
knowledging that Darwin himself "rejects the idea of 
design," Gray congratulated him for "bringing out 
the neatest illustrations of it." Gray interpreted 
Darwin's work as showing that God has created a 
few original forms and then let evolution proceed 
within the framework of divine laws. 

When religious antagonism finally came it was in 
response to aggressive claims, like Huxley's, that 
Newton and Darwin together had evicted God from 
the cosmos. For the heirs of the Enlightenment, evo
lution seemed finally to supply the weapon needed 
to destroy religion. As Richard Dawkins confided, 
"Darwin made it possible to be an intellectually ful
filled atheist." 

Atheism was central to the agenda of the Dar
winians. Darwin himself once wrote that he could 
not understand how anyone could even wish that 
Christianity were true, noting that the doctrine of 
damnation was itself damnable. Huxley expressed 
his hostility toward religion often and clearly, writ
ing in 1859: "My screed was meant as a protest 
against Theology & Parsondom .-.. both of which are 
in my mind the natural & irreconcilable enemies of 
Science. Few see it but I believe we are on the Eve of 
a new Reformation and if I have a wish to live 3 0 
years, it is to see the foot of Science on the necks of 
her Enemies." According to Oxford historian J.R. 
Lucas, Huxley was "remarkably resistant to the idea 
that there were clergymen who accepted evolution, 
even when actually faced with them." Quite simply, 
there could be no compromises with faith. 

Writing at the same time as Huxley, the leading 
Darwinian in Germany, Ernst Haeckel, drew this pic
ture: 

On one side spiritual freedom and truth, rea
son and culture, evolution and progress stand 
under the bright banner of science; on the 
other side, under the black flag of hierarchy, 
stand spiritual slavery and falsehood, irratio
nality and barbarism, superstition and retro
gression .... Evolution is the heavy artillery in 
the struggle for truth. Whole ranks of ... soph
istries fall together under the chain shot of 
this ... artillery, and the proud and mighty 
structure of the Roman hierarchy, that power
ful stronghold of infallible dogmatism, falls 
like a house of cards. 

These were not the natterings of radical circles 
and peripheral publications. The author of the huge 
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review of The Origin in the Times of London was 
none other than Thomas Huxley. He built his lec
tures on evolution into a popular touring stage show 
wherein he challenged various potential religious op
ponents by name. Is it surprising that religious 
people, scientists as well as clerics, began to respond 
in the face of unrelenting challenges like these issued 
in the name of evolution? It was not as if they merely 
were asked to accept that life had evolved - many 
theologians had long taken that for granted. What 
the Darwinians demanded was that religionists agree 
to the untrue and unscientific claim that Darwin had 
proved that God played no role in the process. 

Among those drawn to respond was the Bishop of 
Oxford, Samuel Wilberforce, who is widely said to 
have made an ass of himself in a debate with Huxley 
during the 1860 meeting of the British Association at 
Oxford. The relevant account of this confrontation 
reported: "I was happy enough to be present on the 
memorable occasion at Oxford when Mr. Huxley 
bearded Bishop Wilberforce. The bishop arose and in 
a light scoffing tone, florid and fluent, he assured us 
that there was nothing in the idea of evolution. Then 
turning to his antagonist with a smiling insolence, he 
begged to know, was it through his grandfather or his 
grandmother that he claimed descent from a monkey? 
On this Mr. Huxley ... arose ... and spoke these tre-
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mendous words. He was not ashamed to have a mon
key for an ancestor; but he would be ashamed to be 
connected with a man who used his great gifts to ob
scure the truth. No one doubted his meaning and the 
effect was tremendous." 

This marvelous anecdote has appeared in every 
distinguished biography of Darwin and of Huxley, as 
well as in every popular history of the theory of evo
lution. In his celebrated Apes, Angels and Victorians, 
William Irvine used this tale to disparage the 
bishop's snobbery. In his prize-winning study, James 
Brix went much farther, describing Wilberforce as 
"naive and pompous," a man whose "faulty opin
ions" were those of a "fundamentalist creationist" 
and who provided Huxley with the opportunity to 
give evolution "its first major victory over dogma
tism and duplicity." Every writer tells how the audi
ence gave Huxley an ovation. 

Trouble is, it never happened. The quotation 
above was the only such report of this story and it 
appeared in an article titled "A Grandmother's Tales" 
written by a non-scholar in a popular magazine 3 8 
years after the alleged encounter. No other account 
of these meetings, and there were many written at 
the time, made any mention of remarks concerning 
Huxley's monkey ancestors, or claimed that he made 
a fool of the bishop. To the contrary, many thought 
the bishop had the better of it, and even many of the 
committed Darwinians thought it at most a draw. 

Moreover, as all of the scholars present at Ox
ford knew, prior to the meeting, Bishop Wilberforce 
had penned a review of The Origin in which he fully 
acknowledged the principle of natural selection as 
the source of variations within species. He rejected 
Darwin's claims concerning the origin of species, 
however, and some of these criticisms were suffi
ciently compelling that Darwin immediately wrote 
his friend the botanist J.D. Hooker that the article 
"is uncommonly clever; it picks out with skill all the 
most conjectural parts, and brings forward well all 
the difficulties. It quizzes me quite splendidly." In a 
subsequent letter to geologist Charles Lyell, Darwin 
acknowledges that "the bishop makes a very telling 
case against me." Indeed, several of Wilberforce's 
comments caused Darwin to make modifications in a 
later revision of the book. 

The tale of the foolish and narrow-minded 
bishop seems to have thrived as a revealing "truth" 
about the incompatibility of religion and science sim
ply because many of its tellers wanted to believe that 
a bishop is wrong by nature. J.R. Lucas, who de-

bunked the bishop myth, has suggested that the 
"most important reason why the legend grew" is, 
first, because academics generally "know nothing 
outside their own special subject" and therefore eas
ily believe that outsiders are necessarily ignorant, 
and, second, because Huxley encouraged that con
clusion. "The quarrel between religion and science 
was what Huxley wanted; and as Darwin's theory 
gained supporters, they took over his view of the in
cident." 

Since then the Darwinian Crusade has tried to 
focus all attention on the most unqualified and most 
vulnerable opponents, and when no easy targets 
present themselves it has invented them. Huxley 
"made straw men of the 'creationists,"' as his biogra
pher Desmond admitted. Even today it is a rare text
book or any popular treatment of evolution and reli
gion that does not reduce "creationism" to the sim
plest caricatures. 

This tradition remains so potent that whenever it 
is asked that evolution be presented as "only a 
theory," the requester is ridiculed as a buffoon. Even 
when the great philosopher of science Karl Popper 
suggested that the standard version of evolution even 
falls short of being a scientific theory, being instead 
an untestable tautology, he was subjected to public 
condemnations and much personal abuse. 

Popper's tribulations illustrate an important basis 
for the victory of Darwinism: A successful appeal for 
a united front on the part of scientists to oppose reli
gious opposition has had the consequence of silenc
ing dissent within the scientific community. The emi
nent observer Everett Olson notes that there is "a 
generally silent group" of biological scientists "who 
tend to disagree with much of the current thought" 
about evolution, but who remain silent for fear of 
censure. 

I believe that one day there will be a plausible 
theory of the origin of species. But, if and when that 
occurs, there will be nothing in any such theory that 
makes it impossible to propose that the principles in
volved were not part of God's great design any more 
than such a theory will demonstrate the existence of 
God. But, while we wait, why not lift the require
ment that high school texts enshrine Darwin's failed 
attempt as an eternal truth? 
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Potpourri ••• 
Anything Goes 

!f Presbyterians in America are not known for 
preaching fire arid brimstone. "No frenzy, no fanati
cism, no skirmishing," Mark Twain wrote of his 
mild-mannered denomination in 1866. "You never 
see any of us Presbyterians getting in a sweat about 
religion ... " 

_Now, however- five years after 9/11 -the pub
lishing arm of the Presbyterian Church has decided to 
heat up the brimstone a notch, releasing its very own 
9/11 conspiracy theory: "Christian Faith and the 
Truth Behind 9/11: A Call to Reflection and Action." 

Written by ·David Griffin and put out by 
Westminster John Knox Press, a division of the Pres
byterian Publishing Corp., the book argues that 9/11 
was a highly orchestrated Bush administration sham. 
The collapse of the World Trade Center- which, the 
book says, was brought on by controlled demolitions, 
not Islamic hijackers - was merely a "false flag" op
eration, designed to spur wars in the Middle East. The 
goal: an all-powerful Ameri<;an global empire. 

Later sections in the book claim that the U.S. is 
"demonic" and that, as the leader of the global 
economy, the U.S. is responsible for the starvation 
deaths of millions each year. Mr. Griffin believes that 
the answer to these problems li~s in a one-world 
democratic government. "It would bring the king
dom of God to earth," Mr. Griffin said in an inter
view. "It's not some pie-in-the-sky, airy-fairy idea." 

What has all this to do with Christianity? Mr. 
Griffin argues that we should imitate Jesus, who he 
believes was a political activist who wanted to over
throw the Roman Empire. Of course, that would 
make Jesus' statement that "my kingdom is not of 
this world" the original "false flag" operation 
(Thanks to Elvin DeShazo for the tip off). 

Don't lisle, Don't Tell 
OMADISON, Wis. -The three young men who 

tried to enlist at an Army recruiting station here ap
peared to be first-rate military material. 

Two were college students, ·and the other was a 
college graduate. They had no criminal records. 
They were fit and eager to serve at a time when wars 
on two fronts have put a strain on American troops 
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and the need for qu~lified recruits is great. 
But the recruiter was forced to turn them away, 

for one reason: they are active-homosexuals and un
willing to conceal it. 

The policy, grounded in a belief that open homo
sexuality is damaging to unit morale and cohesion, 
stipulates that homosexual men and lesbians must 
serve in silence and refrain from homosexual activity, 
and that recruiters and commanders may not ask them 
about their sexual orientation in the absence of com
pelling evidence that homosexual acts have occurred. 

In August the homosexual rights group Soulforce 
opened a national campaign by recruiting openly ho
mosexual people, including the three young men in 
Madison, who would have enlisted in the military if 
not for "don't ask, don't tell." (New York Times, 
Sept. 14, 2006) 

(Editor's note: ''Pretexting'' means, "a misleading 
or untrue reason given for doing something in an at
tempt to conceal the real reason," or, in vulgar lan
guage, "a lie." The three young men showing up at an 
army recruiting station, saying, "We are practicing 
homosexuals and we want to join the Army" may be 
a classic example of pretexting. These factious re
cruits knew the rules and understood that when they 
identified themselves as active sodomites, they would 
be rejected for military service. They did it as a pre
text to change the rules. Whatever happened to com
mon honesty?) 
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Is This Campus Gay (Homosexuai)-Friendly? 
O"The Advocate College Guide for LGBT Stu

dents" (Alyson Books) profiles 100 of the country's 
"best campuses" for lesbian, gay (homosexual, bi
sexual and transgender students, and it arrives at a 
time when homosexual students are more vocal and 
visible (New York Times, Sept. 14, 2006). 

1Madhl' 
$WASHINGTON- Iranian President Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad's speech at the U.N. focused on what 
he had to say about the West and specifically the 
U.S., his chilling closing remarks were lost on most 
listeners - and apparently all reporters. 

The last two paragraphs of his remarks revealed 
his steadfast and driving conviction, that a messianic 
figure, known as the "Mahdi" to Muslims, is poised 
to reveal himself after an apocalyptic holocaust on 
Earth that leaves most of the world's population 
dead. 

"I emphatically declare that today's world, more 
than ever before, longs for just and righteous people 
with love for all humanity; and above all longs for 
the perfect righteous human being and the real sav
ior who has been promised to all peoples and who 
will establish justice, peace and brotherhood on the 
planet," Ahmadinejad said. "Oh, Almighty God, all 
men and women are your creatures and you have or
dained their guidance and salvation. Bestow upon 
humanity that thirsts for justice, the perfect human 
being promised to all by you, and make us among his 
followers and among those who strive for his return 
and his cause." 

With Iran on the verge of producing nuclear 
weapons and already in possession of sophisticated 
medium-range missiles, mystical pre-occupation with 
the coming of a Shiite Islamic messiah is of particular 
concern because of Iran's potential for triggering the 
kind of global conflagration Ahmadinejad envisions 
will set the stage for the end of the world. 

Ahmadinejad is on record as stating he believes 
he is to have a personal role in ushering in the age of 
the Mahdi. In a Nov. 16, 2005, speech in Tehran, he 
said he sees his main mission in life as to "pave the 
path for the glorious reappearance of Imam Mahdi, 
may Allah hasten his reappearance." 

According to Shiites, the 12rh imam disappeared 
as a child in the year 941. When he returns, they be
lieve, he will reign on earth for seven years, before 
bringing about a final judgment and the end of the 
world. 

Ahmadinejad is urging Iranians to prepare for 
the coming of the Mahdi by turning the country into 
a mighty and advanced Islamic society and by avoid
ing the corruption and excesses of the West. 

Ahmadinejad and others in Iran are deadly seri
ous about the imminent return of the 12m imam, 
who will prompt a global battle between good and 
evil (with striking parallels to biblical accounts of 
'~mageddon"). Some interpretations of the events 
that precede his coming include a war that wipes out 
most of the world's population. 

Muslims Demand Pope Convert to Islam 
0 Christian churches in the Middle East are van

dalized, a Catholic nun in Mrica is killed and Mus
lims have demanded that the pope convert to Islam 
- all because he read a quote from a medieval text 
that described Islam as "evil and inhuman." 

The pope has issued an apology for even refer
encing the historic text, emphasized that those views 
are not his, but still many in the Islamic world are 
demanding blood. 

A new group called "The sword of Islam" con
tacted reporters and said it had fired gunshots at a 
Christian church in the Middle East during a demon
stration over the comments. 

"We want to make it clear that if the pope does 
not appear on TV and apologize for his comments, 
we will blow up all of Gaza's churches," the group 
said in a report (WorldNetDaily.com). 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

o Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness -1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

o Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Pope Preaches Against Chance Evolution 
®REGENSBURG, Germany, Sept. 12, 2006 

(LifeSiteNews.com) - This morning Pope Benedict 
XVI discussed evolution in his homily at the outdoor 
Mass celebrated in !slinger Field. In a direct attack 
on the concept of random chance evolution, Pope 
Benedict asked rhetorically: "What came first? Cre
ative Reason, the Spirit who makes all things and 
gives them growth, or Unreason, which, lacking any 
meaning, yet somehow brings forth a mathematically 
ordered cosmos, as well as man and his reason." 

While faith is not opposed to science, the Pope 
noted that some scientific endeavor is aimed at op
posing faith. "From the Enlightenment on, science, 
at least in part, has applied itself to seeking an expla
nation of the world in which God would be unneces
sary," he said. The Pope added, "And if this were so, 
he (God) would also become unnecessary in our 
lives." 

Man, "would then be nothing more than a 
chance result of evolution and thus, in the end, 
equally meaningless," said the Pope. 

However, Benedict XVI, noted assuredly that at
tempts to show God as unnecessary in the explana
tion of the universe are futile. "But whenever the at
tempt seemed to be nearing success - inevitably it 
would become clear: something is missing from the 
equation!," he said. "When God is subtracted, some
thing doesn't add up for man, the world, the whole 
vast universe." 

Abuse of Women 

®ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, Sept. 13 - The Paki
stani government has run into difficulties in its ef
forts to pass a law to end the worst abuses suffered 
by women who report rape or are accused of adul
tery under an Islamic ordinance. The opposition 
comes from members of the governing coalition, as 
well as from Islamic parties. 

A vote on the bill was postponed Wednesday, as 
senior clerics representing the government and the 
Islamic opposition parties failed to resolve differ
ences. At least one partner in the governing coalition 
said it would refuse to accept any amendments being 
demanded by a coalition of religious parties, the 
Mutahida M ajlis-e-Amal. 

The government's original proposal would re
move rape from the jurisdiction of Islamic law, 
which covers matters like marriage and divorce, and 
make it a crime punishable under Pakistan's penal 
code. The accusers in adu ltery cases would have to 
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appear before a court, rather than just report the 
case to the local police. The draft also raised the age 
of consent to 16 and stated that four adult witnesses 
were required to prove adultery, rather than the tra
ditional four male witnesses. 

Tradition, Family, and Property 
!?} It is a common argument among those promot

ing the homosexual agenda that any sexual behavior 
should be allowed provided it does not harm an
other. Those holding to traditional morality based 
on natural law should not be concerned since it does 
not affect them. Everything should be hand led in a 
spirit of "tolerance." 

An example of such a case was the recent scandal 
in New York's Batavia District High School. One of 
its teachers return to school this fall as a man dressed 
as a woman and he will be undergoing surgery to 
look like a woman. Students will be required to ad
dress the "transgendered" man as "she." 

Parents immediately expressed their concern and 
protest. Many did not see such behavior as a proper 
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model for their children. Parents defending their 
fundamental rights to educate their children were 
naturally upset and demanded an explanation as to 
why a man masquerading as a woman should be al
lowed to teach. School officials met with over 15 0 
parents in August to hear their concerns. A group of 
parents sent in written requests asking, not that the 
teacher be fired, but only that their children be re
moved from his class. 

In a spirit of "tolerance," it would appear that 
the school district would at least honor the exclusion 
request of those who were offended by the develop
ment and quite reasonably wanted to safeguard their 
children from being taught by someone suffering 
from what is officially classified as a mental disorder. 

Alas, that was not the case. Superintendent Rich
ard Stutzman Jr. claims that it is district policy to 
only permit changes for academic reasons. Students 
and parents would simply have to accept it. 

Not only accept it, but the school district also 
held sessions whereby protesting elements would 
have to be reeducated in accepting the male teacher 
for what he isn't. A sexual identity disorder expert 
was brought in to testify that the teacher does indeed 
have the disorder. Moreover, all ~tudents and inter
ested parents were asked to view a power point pre
sentation of the disorder which claims, among other 
undocumented assumptions, that gender identity "is 
probably established before birth." 

Ioreto's Date with Jesus 
OLUCKNOW: It's not the kind of thing that rou

tine school assemblies witness. On Wednesday, 
Lucknow's prestigious Loreto Convent organized a 
date with Lord Jesus Christ that led to students faint
ing and horrified parents asking what the school up 
to? 

The school principal, a dozen staff members and 
about 25 0 Class VIII to XII girls were privy to the 
"special" occult session that had a medium "trans
forming" into Christ and blessing them. A dozen stu
dents fainted and a couple needed medical attention. 
Most girls were either horrified or too shocked to 
explain the phenomenon. 

Principal Sister Monica on Saturday admitted 
some girls fainted during the "holy experience.'' "It 
is not unusual to be terrified when the Lord comes 
before you. Even I was frightened," she said. The 
children were exposed to a demonstration of a little
known Chandra Cult with its headquarters in 
Krishnagar (West Bengal). 

The cult is headed by Nobo Kumar Mandai, a 
rickshaw-puller patronised by Father Sebastian 
Kuzhipala, a Catholic priest based in Murshidabad. 
"Father" Sebastian and "Sister" Monica conducted 
the show at Loreto as Nobo Kumar served as the me
dium to bring "Ishu" to "heal and bless" the gather
ing. Nobo Kumar went around grunting and growl
ing, making hissing sounds while "inducing" Jesus to 
enter his body. 

"It is very painful when Jesus enters his body. 
That is why he was writhing on the ground," ex
plained "Sister" Monica. 

During the ritual, Nobo started shuddering and 
collapsed. "I thought he was dead and I also passed 
out," said a student. 

"It looked like he had a massive heart attack ... 
we all were so scared," said another student (Thanks 
to Elvin DeShazo for this information). 

Boston 
®To sell a house these days, people are looking 

for all the help they can get. 
A Boston area real estate agent is among those 

who have turned to a saint. In addition, she believes 
it worked. 

Facing a slow market - and a house with a steep 
driveway- agent Judy Moore turned to a St. Joseph 
figurine. She buried it in the yard, head down. And 
she soon. had a buyer. 

Moore isn't alone in turning to St. Joseph. Stores 
nationwide that sell religious goods say sales of his 
statues are way up. They come with varying instruc
tions, but they all boil down to burying the statue in 
the yard or near the "for sale" sign - then saying a 
prayer for a buyer. 

Linking St. Joseph to real estate goes back to the 
16th century, when a nun buried his medal and 
prayed to him for help in getting land for convents. 

These days, one theology professor has a more 
simple explanation: "In times of crisis," he says, 
"people try anything." 

(Editor's note: Unconfined gullibility knows no 
limits. Weirdos make bona fide religion seem strange. 
If we want to sell a house, we bury an icon in the 
front yard, in the name of jesus. How weird! This 
makes the rational religion of jesus seem silly. Deliver 
me!) 

Abortion Clinic Sued 
®WHITE PLAINS, NY, Sept. 21, 2006 

(LifeSiteNews.com) - Yesterday, Expectant Mother 
Care-EMC FrontLine Pregnancy Centers filed suit 
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against "Dr. Emily's" abortion clinic with sites in the 
Bronx and downtown Brooklyn citing evidence of 
deceptive advertising practices. 

"EMC is taking the lead in countering a truly de
ceptive abortion advertiser which pretends to be an 
alternative to abortion agency advertising under pro
life ad categories in New York City yellow pages," 
said Chris Slattery, founder and president of EMC, 
operator of 15 pro-life crisis pregnancy counseling 
centers and medical clinics in New York City and 
suburbs. 

"To aggressively compete against pro-life centers, 
we're seen three NY abortion clinics pose as alterna
tive centers to lure confused women who might be 
seeking help and support, into abortion clinics to 
possibly undergo abortions they may not want," 
Slattery added. 

"In a year when unfounded charges of deceptive 
advertising are flying against pro-life alternative to 
abortion groups from abortion industry advocates 
like Planned Parenthood, NARAL, and the National 
Abortion Federation, we filed a. sixteen-count com
plaint supported by affidavits alleging deceptive acts 
and practices in the conduct of an abortion clinic's 
business in violation of N.Y. General Business Law 
349," Slattery said. 

Girllejeds Boy 
OAn investigation has revealed the Muslim riots 

that destroyed 18 Christian churches, 20 homes 
owned by Christians and dozens of Christian shops 
in the Nigerian city of Dutse happened after a Chris
tian girl rejected a Muslim boy's advances. 

The riots erupted after the boy accused the girl 
of "blasphemy" to the prophet Muhammad. 

"After an Islamic young man made several unsuc
cessful advances on J ummai, a female Christian, he 
angrily reacted by calling her a fake Christian who 
follows a 'useless Jesus."' 

"Jummai responded by telling the boy he fol
lowed a 'useless prophet - Muhammad'," the re
port said. "Furious, the Muslim boy raised alarm 
through the town by proclaiming that a Christian 
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lady blasphemed Muhammad. She was taken to the 
local police station where she was kept in custody to 
diffuse the potentially volatile situation" (Via Elvin 
DeShazo). 

leasoas Not to SIJaci Up 
0 Dennis Prager, a secular newspaper reporter, 

gave reasons for marriage: He said: 
There are enormous differences between be
ing a "husband" or a "wife" and being a "part
ner," a "friend" or a "significant other"; be
tween a legal commitment and a voluntary as
sociation; between standing before family and 
community to publicly announce one's com
mitment to another person on the one hand 
and simply living together on the other. 

Vicious 
OA Sudanese slave who was assigned to watch his 

Muslim master's camels was "crucified" when he was 
caught sneaking out to attend a Christian church, ac
cording to reports from Voice of the Martyrs. 

The aid organization that helps persecuted 
Christians worldwide said the reports come from 
witnesses in the Sudan who were in contact with the 
youth, now about 15. 

Damare Garang was seven when the attack hap
pened, officials said. He had been captured by Is
lamic soldiers when his Sudanese village was at
tacked, and then sold as a slave to a Muslim family in 
Tuobon, Bahr el Gazel. 

[Comment: And Muslims have the audacity to 
say, f~llah Akbar."] 

Jlppeallejeded 
OThe U.S. Supreme Court rejected an appeal 

Monday, Oct. 2, 2006, by evangelical Christian stu
dents and their parents who said a Contra Costa 
County school district engaged in unconstitutional 
religious indoctrination when it taught students about 
Islam by having them recite language from prayers. 

The court, without comment, left intact a ruling 
by the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco last November in favor of the Byron Union 
School District in eastern Contra Costa. 

The suit challenged the content of a seventh
grade history course at Excelsior Middle School in 
Byron in the fall of 2001. The teacher, using an in
structional guide, told students they would adopt 
roles as Muslims for three weeks to help them learn 
what Muslims believe. 

She encouraged them to use Muslim names, re
cited prayers in class, had them memorize and recite 



a passage from the Quran and made them give up 
something for a day, such as television or candy, to 
simulate fasting during the month of Ramadan. The 
final exam asked students for a critique of elements 
of Muslim culture. 

The students and parents who sued argued that 
the class activities had crossed the line from educa
tion into an official endorsement of a religious prac
tice. A federal judge and the appeals court disagreed, 
saying the class had an instructional purpose and the 
students had engaged in no actual religious exercises 
(The case is Eklund vs. Byron Union School District, 
05-1539). 

Girl WitiJ Convictioas 
OFly me to the moon? No thanks, said a 13-year

old girl who refused, because of her faith, to write an 
assignment for her health and physical education 
class about being the only heterosexual in a lunar 
colony with 10 homosexuals. 

The class at Windaroo Valley State High School 
(Queensland, Australia), made up of 13..: and 14-
year-old girls, was given the scenario and told to an
swer 10 questions, including how it felt to be a "mi
nority" and what they would do to cope with their 
situation. They were also told to discuss where ideas 
about homosexuality came from. 

While many of the students were uncomfortable 
with the assignment or said they didn't understand 
the questions, one girl instantly refused because of 
her religious faith. 

"It is against my beliefs and I am not going 
there," she told the teacher. 

For this, she was given her first-ever failing grade 
in a health and physical education class. 

Ameritan Universities 
OWe look at developments in academia, includ

ing some universities operated by members of the 
church, and wonder whatever happened to horse 
sense and basic honesty. 

In The Revolt of the Elites, Sociologist Christo-
pher Lasch (a liberal) writes: 

Talk of pluralism and diversity provides no 
comfort when young people can't seem to 
learn how to read or write, when they gradu
ate with no more than a smattering of culture, 
when their stock of general knowledge grows 
more meager every day, when they can't rec
ognize allusions to Shakespeare or the classics 
or the Bible or their own country's history 
when SAT scores keep falling, when American 
workmanship and productivity are no longer 

the envy of the world, and when superior 
education is widely cited as the reason for the 
economic success of countries like Japan and 
the former West Germany. These are the de
velopments that trouble ordinary people, and 
any serious talk about education has to speak 
to those developments. 

And as Lasch pointedly observes, many recent 
graduates are morally unfit - handicapped and un
prepared for living meaningful lives. As he goes on to 
say: 

Many young people are morally at sea. They 
resent the ethical demands "society" as an in
fringement of their personal freedom. They 
"create their own values," but they cannot ex
plain what that means, aside from the right to 
do as they please. They cannot seem to grasp 
the idea that "values" imply some principle of 
moral obligation. They insist that they owe 
nothing to "society" - an abstraction that 
dominates their attempts to think about social 
and moral issues. If they conform to social ex
pectations, it is only because conformity of
fers the line of least resistance.' 

Reminds one of The Closing of the American 
Mind, by Bloom, doesn't it? 

Publit, Private, or lot6 
0 John Adams wrote to Mercy Otis Warren -

perhaps the most important woman of the Revolu
tionary era - in 177 6, "Public virtue cannot exist in 
a nation without private virtue, and public virtue is 
the only foundation of republics." 

Adams continued, ."There must be a positive pas
sion for the public good, the public interest, honor, 
power and glory, established in the minds of the 
people, or there can be no acceptable government, 
nor any real liberty: and this public passion must be 
superior to all private passions." 

John Adams' cousin, Samuel Adams, agreed. 
Writing to fellow patriot James Warren, President of 
the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, Revolu
tionary War general and husband of Mercy, he said, 
"Since private and public Vices, are in Reality, 
though not always apparently, so nearly connected, 
of how much Importance, how necessary is it, that . 
the utmost Pains be taken by the Public, to have the 
Principles of Virtue early inculcated on the Minds 
even of children, and the moral Sense kept alive, and 
that the wise institutions of our Ancestors for these 
great Purposes be encouraged by the Government" 
(Thank you Virgil Poe of Houston for calling this to 
our attention) Fp 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Confessing Sins Individually in the Assembly 

Question: James 5:16, "Confess your trespasses 
to one another," is a Bible command. Praying, 

"Forgive us our sins" (Luke 11:4) and the congrega
tion saying ''lunen" and making the prayer their own 
is the example of how the command is to be carried 
out. Where is the authorization for someone confess
ing their sins individually in the assembly? 

Answer: This brother has written often and we 
..t'1. have corresponded several times. His concern is 
the opposite of the ones addressed in most questions 
about public confessions. 

As I understand him, he believes the Bible con
tains an example of how every command related to 
the assembly is to be carried out. 

Prayers led in the assembly acknowledge sin and 
request forgiveness. Our participation in that prayer 
is the way the command to confess our sins one to 
another is to be fulfilled. That is the way, he believes, 
and no other way is authorized. 

However, an "approved example" of a command 
being carried out a specific way does not mean no 
other way is acceptable. If something were done a cer
tain way with the approval of the apostles, we are 
authorized to. do it the same way, but in order for an 
example to mean, "It must be done this way and no 
other," there must be something in the background or 
context to show they were required to do it that way. 

If they were not required to, we are not. 
For example, the apostles and we are com

manded, "Go ... , preach" (Mark 16:15). We have ex
amples of going by boat (Acts 16:11) but not by au
tomobile or airplane. Yet we recognize correctly that 
we can go by any convenient means available. 

We are not required to meet in an upper room to 
partake of the Lord's supper, though the Supper was 
instituted in an upper room and the early church par
took of it in one (Mark 14:15-16; Acts 20:7-8). We 
may meet in such a place, but we rightly judge the 
place to be incidental. Nothing indicates it was 
required and no biblical principle rides on it. 
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The command to confess our sins to one another 
can be fulfilled in private conversation with one per
son, in a small group setting with others who can en
courage and help hold accountable, in public prayer 
in concert with the who le assembly, or personally in 
the assembly where the whole church can pray and 
support. Dean - College of Biblical Studies 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. • Montgomery, AL 36109 

cmay@faulkner.edu 
FF 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box69 

Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
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-Texas-
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-Colorado-
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Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 
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7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 
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fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton CorTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments In the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed In light of the time in 
which it was given and Its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through Inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
8KKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

S4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, Is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This Is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so: whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
Full-time preacher wanted in Ferriday, LA. Approx. 
75-80 anendance. 3-bdrm, 2-bath home provided. 
Send r~sum~. references, and rape, CD, or DVD o f 
recent sermon ro Chu rch of Christ, P.O. Box 724, 
Ferriday, LA 71334. Contacts: Bill King (318) 757-
3657; J.L Barker (3 18) 757-2618; Mike Barker 
(318) 757-3676. (Ann. preacher search.) 

Spiritually matured, full-rime minister wanted for 
small (25 +) congregation. 3-bd, 2-bath house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send r~sume with 
references, photo, audio or video to Bill Johnson, 
116 Miller Ave., Louisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773-5820. Located 30 miles from Mississippi Stare 
Univ. and Magnolia Bible College. 

The l Oth & Rockford church of Ch rist in Tulsa, 
OK is seeking a fu ll-time associate minister who is 
ded icated to the truth and can preach, reach, 
evangelize, and work with the you th. We are a 
congregation of 200+ members with elders, 
deacons, and a pulpit minister. We arc committed 
to sound doctrine and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates shou ld send their 
r~sum~. references, and a raped sermon to 1Oth & 
Rockford church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 A TI: Elders or email your resume 
to RockfordCofC@aol.com 

The church of Christ at Richwood, TX is seeking 
a full -time preacher. The congregation ar Richwood 
numbers 35 + and is committed to maintaining the 
sound doctrine of the church. We can supply a 
base salary, plus a 4 bdrm, 2-barh brick home. 
The abiliry to provide supplemental income or 
outside support may be required. Contact Mike 
Haschke 979-297-4259, (mhaschke@carthlink.nct) 
or Gil Yoder yoder@oabs.o rg. For more 
information sec: http://richwood.cofc.us/. 

Full-time evangelist wanted for Sourh Road Church 
of Christ in Farmington, CT 06032 with proven 
track record for winning souls ro Christ. Offering 
4-bdrm house, health benefits. Salary negotiable. 
Qualified candidates contact Tommie Washington, 
(860) 521-3896, rwashingron5957@sbcglobal.net. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in rhc Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training fo r Bible class reachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, reaching, occasional 

preaching, and outreach efforts such as Mo nday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35 ,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email o r 
send rEsuon~s to Central Church of Chrisr,7 11 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
ccnrralcofc@cox-inrerner.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Ce n tral Ca lifornia 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The cong regat ion is 
committed to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
fo rward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Ch ris t, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Wes tside Church of Christ located in a rural town 
(pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as rhci r local minister/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem· 
bcrs in a progressive farming/ranching region. 
This church has its own building and home. 
Mature applicants must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The co ngregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send r~sume, copy of sermo n 
rape, and your picture to Westside Church of 
Christ, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

€oermeier's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 s tories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories, and other informalion about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb. 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damo n, TX 77430 

Full-time pulpit minister wanted: The Mountain 
View C hurch of Christ in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, a mainstream Acappella church, with an 
average Sunday morning attendance of 250 plus, is 
looking for a full-time pulpit minister. He needs to 
be: (J) Married, with an active wife, (2) graduate 
of a Brotherhood school of Preaching, (3) 
knowledgeable of the Scriptures, (4) experienced 
in ministry (3-5 years min.), (5) experienced in 
counseling (a plus) (6) self-motivated, evangelistic, 
family and youth oriented. Please send resume, to 
include references and two rapes of recent sermons, 
to Minister Search Comminee, 8778 Estebury 
Ci rcle, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

Youth minis ter needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in C laremore, Oklahoma has an immediate 
opening for a spiritually mature young man/ family 
to work with a well established youth/ parent 
group. We are a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send resume to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire for the position to 319 E. Blue 
Starr, Claremore, OK 74017 o r e-mail to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
Fo r free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
bu)' religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student ? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

-victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightmcnt, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 6.25% t.lX 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets. then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary. one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Y o.a ealt do. i~! 

Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 
•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to Do It! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher 's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!- $7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher 's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

• You CAN LIVE It! - $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 
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Mormonism 
by Homer Halley 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 o $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 ' $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John A. Farkas ~ 

One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 o $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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(We continue reprinting a pamphlet written by brother G.C. Brewer. The booklet ["As Touching Those 
Who Were Once En lightened"[ reviewed and answered some things written by Reedy and Etter, two brothers 
who had apostatized and had written and spoken on why they left the restoration appeal and joined a denomi
nation. We republish this material because there are some in the church today who are making the mistake made 
by Reedy and Etter. It is our hope that we can "snatch them out of the fire., You will do well to study this ar
ticle. We guarantee you will benefit from it. This piece is longer than those previously published, but Brewer's 
chapter was longf!:r- made necessary by the nature of what was being answered.) 

''The Good Doctrine 
Which Thou Hast Followed Until Now'' 

By G. C. Brewer, deceased 

I f thou put t he breth ren in mind of these things, 
thou shalt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, 
nourished in the words of the faith, and of the 

good doctrine which thou hast fo llowed until now" 
(1 Tim. 4:6). 

"Look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and 
to the hole of the pit whence ye were d iggecl " (Isa. 
51 :1). 

"What great nation is there, rhar hath a god so 
nigh unto them, as Jehovah our God is whensoever 
we call upon him? And what great nation is there, 
that hath statures and ordinances so righteous as all 
this law, which I set before you this day?" (Deur. 4:7-
8) . 

"Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life" Oohn 6:68). 

In this chapter we shall consider the reaching
the truth - which Brother Reedy and Brother Etter 
once held and fo r which Brother Reedy, if not 

Brother Etter, once and for many years strongly con
tended, but which they have both now repudiated. 
The clear statement of the cla im and the aim of the 
restoration movement - the claim and the aim of 
the humble, simple children of God now as in the 
past - is a complete and a devastating answer to all 
the sophi stry that these brethren resorted to in their 
defe nse statements or their exp lanations for their 
apostasy. This chapter consists almost entirely in 
quotations from men who have "contended ear
nestly for the faith" in this generation and in the 
rwo generations that have preceded us. This author 
quotes himself in a lecture that was delivered befo re 
a Christian college and has now been in print for 
more than a decade just in order to show that the 
position taken in this review has been held all 
through the years . Since Brethren Reedy and Etter 
charge that the church has become a sect and that 
we now make our claim in a sectarian spirit it seems 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Tremble 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

Tomball, Texas local newspaper, Pot
pourri, October 20, 2006, carried an 
article about a church in its commu

nity. The piece is jolting, but not surprising. 
Tana Ross, the reporter for the paper, said 

that the Tomball Church of Christ changed its 
name and is now known as ChristBridge Fel
lowship. The group would like to be known as a 
community church, which is a code word for ~:...:;,_.....;..._; ........ .::.._ 
charismatic. 

Fred Vesperman, an elder in the church, said the three factors 
that brought on the change was the realization that there were 
three barriers that kept visitors and prospective members away 
from the church. The three obstructions, Vesperman said, were (1) 
the role of women; (2) music in worship; and (3) the name. 

Women will lead in worship and teaching. The change came, 
Vesperman said, from realizing that in Christ there is "neither 
male nor female, Jew nor Greek, bond nor free." If gender distinc
tions do not matter or do not exist in the church of Christ, then 
women cou ld be elders as well as song leaders. If gender matters 
anywhere, it matters everywhere; if gender does not matter in any
thing, it does not matter in everything. 

This new role of women, the elder said, started with women 
leading worship in praise teams. 

The name change was necessary because of the negative con
notation of the words "church of Christ." The brief article did not 
mention the influences that made the three words "church of 
Christ" unacceptable to the ChristBridge Community Church. 
The same reasoning would condemn using the expression 
"churches of Christ" (Rom. 16:16), though it is biblical and was 
used by the apostle Paul, as the Spirit gave him utterance. 

The expression "church of Christ" is no doubt distasteful be
cause of its exclusivity, militancy, and conviction. We would have 
to conclude that the ChristBridge faction is not exclusive. We 
wonder how they feel about Islam, Hinduism, and the universal
ism of Unitarianism. We also wonder if anything is wrong with any 
group anywhere . If no, that is consistent; if yes, that is judgmental, 
and, given their premise, it is therefore evil. 

It is strange that ChristBridge Community Church has no 
qualms about viciously condemning the churches of Christ. They 
thereby condemn themselves by that which they practice. 

Does the changed church really want to be known as not really 
believing anything and therefore believing everything? Is it possible 



to know something assuredly (Acts 2:36). May we "know the cer
tainty concerning the things wherein" we were instructed (Luke 
1:4)? 

I reckon not, if the ChristBridge folks are right. 
The third factor that brought on the radical name change is 

that the group had a hankering to use mechanical instruments of 
music in its attempts to worship God. So, bring on the big bass 
drum, "flute, harp, sackbut , psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music" (Dan 3 :5). Hey, and while your are about it, how about the 
huge golden image ... or at least a few icons. 

While we were pondering the tragedy of people turning away 
from the fountain of living water and making "cisterns, broken cis
terns that can hold no water" another jolt came. 

The monthly newsletter for the church of Christ announced on 
its front page that the Spring Woodlands Church of Christ is chang
ing its name to Grace Crossing Community Church and will no 
doubt follow the same path as the ChristBridge Community 
Church. 

Adios! 
Now, brethren, we mention this because you need to know 

what is happening. It is important for the children of God to un
derstand where ignorance and apathy will inevitably lead. 

Do not make the mistake of thinking that it cannot happen 
where you are - it can, and it will, if you do not have your guard 
up. There were people at Tomball and at Spring Woodlands who 
told themselves, "It won't happen to us." But it did! 

Neither should you be deluded into the childish thinking that 
you can successfully prevent being blown about by "every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of er
ror" (Eph. 4:14), if you do not plant your feet on a solid founda
tion and contend earnestly for what you know to be right. In the 
midst of the hurricane, it is too late the board-up the windows. 

Watch therefore! 
The primrose path offers a pleasurable lifestyle and an easy 

road, but "the end thereof is the way of death." 
At Sinai the people heard the voice of God and trembled 

(Exod. 15:14). Moses warned that failing to be in strict confor
mity to the will of God would bring a righteous judgment of con
demnation and the people would "tremble and be in anguish" 
(Deut. 2:25). Isaiah said that the remnant returning from 
Babylonian captivity would "tremble at his word" (lsa. 66:5). 

We must tremble at the word of God. 
The problem has always been and will ever be a failure to fear 

God and keep his commandments. 
The road to damnation is a disregard of sacred scripture. 

When we discount, belittle, and denigrate the very words of very 
God, the consequence is fatal. 

It is easy to walk with the majority and be free from all re
straints. It is hard to be unpopular, pass through a straitened door, 
and walk in a 'narrow path. The former leads to disgrace, the later 
to glory. · · · 
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From the days of Eden, it has been the bane of 
humanity to cast aside divine injunctions and walk 
the more appealing path of rebellion. This is how 
children behave. 

The immature demand to be free in Christ, not 
knowing that to be free from the restraint of Jesus is 
to be the slave of Satan, and to be free from Satan is 
to be the slave of righteousness. 

The on ly safe course is to tremble. 
Tremble at the thought of God. 
Tremble at the coming final judgment of God. 
Tremble at the word of God. 
This is not the trembling of paralyzing dread, but 

it is the trembling of awe and profound respect. 
It is especially important to tremble at the revela

tion of God's saving wisdom. We must shrink from 
attempting to alter by adding to or taking from divine 
revelation. Our respect for God's word is to be to tal. 

Trembling at the word of the Almighty Creator 
keeps us in the path of righteousness. Such high re
gard for confirmed revelation will cause us to cast 
"down imaginations, and every high thing that is ex
alted against the knowledge of God, and bringing ev
ery thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ; 
and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, 
when your obedience shall be made full." 

Anything less is betrayal of our heavenly mother 
country. 

4 

"Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- j ohn 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience - james 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord - Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22 :1 6 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

tJ Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
james 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 
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gospel of Christ : that, whether I come and see you or 
be absent, I may hear of your state, that ye stand fast 
in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of 
the gospel; and in nothing affrighted by the adver
saries: which is for them an ev ident token of perdi
tion, but of your salvation, and that from God; be
cause to you it hath been gramed in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer 
in his behalf: having the same confl ict wh ich ye saw 
in me, and now hear to be in me" (Phil. 1:27-30). 

This disposition wi ll keep us from tampering 
with sacred scriptu re - we will call Bible things by 
Bible names, and do all things in the Bible way." We 
will not inject imo worship of God unauthorized 
things, We must not go beyond the things that are 
written . To do so is to be without God (2 John 9). 

We should proclaim from the housetops the sav
ing gospel in all of its pristine beauty, purity, and 
power. 

All else is treason. P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FF 

-Heritage
What Will Yours Be? 

What will yours be? 

What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 
Firm Foundation, Legacy 

Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 

469-3540 • had@att.net 



''The Good Dodrine Which Thou Hast Followed Until Now'' 
(continued from page 1) 

proper to refute the charge by giving a few examples 
of our preaching and pleading. 

First, however, let us here reproduce from Chap
ter 2 some statements from each of these disaffected 
and departing brethren: 

"The Church of Christ does not contain all 
Christians" - Carl Etter. 

He here uses Church of Christ in a sectarian 
sense, and in the very nature of things, a part of a 
thing cannot be the whole of a thing - a sect cannot 
be the church of Christ. Neither does the Congrega
tional Church (the sect Reedy and Etter joined) con
tain all Christians - as they readily admit. Why be a 
member of a sect? 

Again: 
"Some of the most cherished doctrines of the 

Church of Christ burst as iridescent bubbles when 
exposed to the searchlight of the scientific approach 
in religion" - Carl Etter. 

Now what are these cherished doctrines? Why 
did not Brother Etter name them? Could they be: 

1. The virgin birth? 
2. The vicarious death of Christ? 
3. The resurrection from the dead? 
4. The doctrine of personal immortality? 
5. The sanctity of marriage, sobriety, purity, rev

erence? 
What are these doctrines that can't stand the 

light? Let the reader examine carefully, candidly, and 
prayerfully all the "good doctrine" set forth in this 
chapter and see if he can determine what are the "iri
descent bubbles." 

Now Bro. Reedy speaks: 
Now let me hasten to say that I do not con

sider that I have left the church of Christ, nei
ther have I departed from the faith." As a mat
ter of fact, all I have done is to shift my fel
lowship from one group to another. I have 
not believed for a long time that the Church 
of Christ, as we know it, could boast or claim 
that it was or is the one and only true Church 
of Christ. As a matter of fact it is not. No 
group can boast that it is the one and only 
Body of Christ. Yet it does not follow that 
Christ does not have a Body. He does indeed 
have a Body. The true Body of Christ is better 

and bigger than any one group or all of them 
together. I would not say that all of the 
churches, as such, constitute the Body of 
Christ. The church consists of God's people 
everywhere. I do not know who all of God's 
people are - in this world, in the U.S.A., or 
in any local fellowship. I imagine the names 
on any one "church book" are not the same or 
identical with those which God has enrolled 
in heaven for that church. But we are not the 
judges. 

So we find some of God's people every
where - in all of the different fellowships -
and the Spirit of Christ which prevails in them 
will finally find expression. This Family of 
God, this Church of Christ is the all-glorious 
Body of Christ which takes cognizance of 
great issues and does not parley over matters 
of second rate importance. 

As to the name, just this one statement: If 
you think of the church in terms of that heav
enly, spiritual, vital Body made up of all of the 
redeemed, past and present, everywhere, in 
heaven and in earth; and not think in terms of 
some little group or sect or denomination, ob
jectively conceived, then you will have no dif
ficulty. It is the Church of Christ, and to this 
all Christians agree - William Reedy. 

Here Brother Reedy states a great truth- al
ways held by informed brethren, as later quotations 
given in this chapter will show- to justify a pal
pable error. He has not left the church, he says. He 
has only left one group - sect - and has become a 
member of another sect. Thus he admits that he has 
all the time been a member of a faction, sect, in the 
church. If this is true, then he has done exactly right 
in leaving that "group," but pray, why did he join an
other sect? The one great principle of the restoration 
has been that sectism is wrong, as this chapter will 
show. 

The quotations that set forth the "good doc
trine" are here introduced by selections from this 
same Brother William Reedy. 

(In reference to looking back): 
To go back to the Bible is not to stultify 

progress. It does not contribute anything 
against the spirit of advancement- not at all, 
but on the other hand, he who will be gov
erned by the divine wisdom is living far in ad-
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vance of his age. Everything that God has 
done has carried with it the stamp of perfec
tion; in all of his arrangements they have been 
perfectly adapted to each other, and w~en ~e 
are dealing with the things that are wrttten m 
the New Testament we are dealing with things 
of God. We are not going backward in reality 
when we call upon people to believe and prac
tice exactly what the Bible teaches, but we are 
advancing, because the divine wisdom is per
fect, and that divine wisdom is revealed to us 
in the Scriptures. 

We cannot improve upon anything that 
God has done, but we can improve upon our 
own works. With all the inventions, all the 
discoveries that men have made, they have 
never been able to produce a better light than 
the sun which shines down on us by day; and 
man win never be able to produce anything 
that will begin to compete with the works of 
God. We might go through the catalog of all 
of God's works in nature and as God has 
made them, we cannot improve upon them. It 
is a far different thing when we take our own 
works and improve upon them - that is per
fectly possible. Men reason this way - inas
much as we are living in an advanced age 
where we are improving things all the time 
that it would necessarily follow that we must 
change the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is a 
fallacy. No man or set of men can ever make a 
better book than the Bible; no man or set of 
men will be able to suggest anything like the 
plan of salvation that is revealed to us in the 
Bible. No man or set of men will ever be able 
to make a better church than the one de
scribed to us in the New Testament. The Bible 
will go out of date only when it is proved to 
be totally untrue, which, as you know, will 
never be the case. 

Now with these solemn reflections upon 
our hearts let us go into the study of our les
son. Let me, bring before your minds some 
ideas concerning that institution ("What Is the 

ld ·-··-·-·---~ 

Is Baptism Essential 
to Salvation? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

This book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 argu
ments concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback 91 pgs. 

$6.00 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Church of Christ? pp. 33-34). 

Again (In reference to the restoration and 
the Church) -

Thus in the New Testament we have the 
word "church" used in the limited sense; as 
church in their house; church at Corinth; and 
in the universal sense. But generally speaking 
the church of the New Testament is composed 
of the children of God everywhere, the uni
versal community of the redeemed. We should 
know another thing, that when we are reading 
about the church in the New Testament we 
are not reading about some denomination. I 
want to make that clear. How many of us get 
the idea when we read what the, Savior said, 
"Upon this rock I will build my church," that 
he was speaking about some denomination? If 
he was, which one was it? Now, as a matter of 
fact, denominations did not come into exist
ence for approximately sixteen centuries after 
the church was established, that is, denomina
tions as we know them. People today can 
hardly speak in religious terms without speak
ing in terms of denominations, or read the 
Bible without thinking of the words in terms 
of denominationalism. This is wrong. The 
church of the New Testament is not a denomi
nation; it was simply that community of the 
redeemed that God himself had contemplated 
and that jesus Christ and the apostles builded 
(sic). It was a living, moving, active organiza
tion, an association that was composed of in
dividuals who had obeyed the Gospel, chil
dren of God blended together under the au
thority of jesus Christ. No thought of modern 
denominationalism ever entered into the 
minds of those who lived in the Apostolic 
days- (Ibid, pp. 58-59). 

Restoration 
Let me now sum up, in a few words, the aims 
of this movement. They were: 

1. To abolish every human creed for the Bible 
and the Bible alone. 

2. To abandon every party name for the name 
of Christ. 

3. To require of sinners the same acts of obedi
ence as conditions of their salvation as were 
required by jesus Christ and His apostles. 

4. To practice in the worship only those 
things for which we have scriptural pre
cept, command, or approved example. 

These aims were sought by the first leaders in 
the Restoration movement as the only sane, 
sound, logical and scriptural basis for Chris
tian unity and the favor of God. They are be
ing sought now by those who constitute the 
Church of Christ. There can be no higher, 



grander, or more glorious plea made by any 
people on earth. It is a plea that will carry us 
back to the original simplicity of the, Gospel 
and to the Church of the New Testament. "If 
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God" (1 Pet. 4: 11)- (Ibid. 23-24). 

Worship 

We should remember that if we would truly 
worship God we must worship the right ob
ject- God: it must be done in the right spirit, 
with the right motive; and it must be "in 
truth" - according to God's Word. It is a 
dangerous thing for us to substitute in the 
place of what God has commanded, some
thing we have devised out of our own heart. 
Cain did that when he offered the fruit of the 
soil instead of sacrificing an animal as the 
Lord commanded. He and his offering were 
rejected, but Abel and his offering were ac
cepted. And that is a lesson for us (Ibid. pp. 
43-44). 

Instrumental Music 

This leads me, in the face of these plain state
ments of Holy Writ, to make this statement: 
No man on earth can use instruments of music 
in the worship of God as an act of faith. Dear 
friends, will you think of that statement? The 
things we do in our relations to God must be 
by faith (Ibid. p. 52). 

Now, just what sort of "restatement" would 
Brother Reedy make of these principles? He admits 
that he has changed but he says he has not left the 
Church nor departed from the faith. It would take 
some extraordinary arguing to show how one could 
change on these points without repudiating these 
principles. If the Bible is still the standard, how is 
one to change from the announced policy of follow
ing accurately the teaching of the Bible? 

Would not such a change mean either the repu
diation of the standard or else a decision that it is no 
longer necessary to follow the teaching of the stan
dard? And that within itself is repudiation. 

But let us read selections from other men. 
G.C. Brewer (on the church and on sects). 

What is the church? This question can be 
quickly answered in the exact language of the 
scriptures. The most indifferent reader of the 
Pauline epistles could not overlook such ex
pressions as "And he is the head of the body, 
the church"; "for his body's sake, which is the 
church"; "the church which is his body, the 
fullness of him that filleth all in all"; "the house 
of God which is the church of the living God" 

(Col. 1: 18, 24; Eph. 1 :22; 1 Tim. 3: 15). And 
then with only a modicum of mental effort he 
would see that "we are members of his body" 
(Eph. 5 :30); and that "Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and severally members thereof" (1 Cor. 
12:27); that "All the members of the body, be
ing many, are one body: So also is Christ. For in 
one spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; 
and were all made to drink of one spirit" (1 
Cor. 12:12-13). That Christ is "high priest 
over the house of God" (Heb. 10:19). And that 
he is not a servant in the house but that he is "A 
Son over his house whose house are we" (Heb. 
3:6). 

With these quotations before us we are forced to 
see that the church is the body of Christ, the house 
of God and that individual Christians are the mem
bers of that body and that collectively they compose 
that house. And these Christians are elsewhere re
ferred to as the household of God and as being 
builded together as a Temple and a habitation for 
God (Eph. 2:19-23). 

Therefore the followers of Christ, Chris
tians, regenerated or saved persons compose 
the church. We read that God added to the 
church day by day those that were being saved 
(Acts 2:47). Since this was done each day as 
they were saved - the same day they were 
saved- it follows that no saved person ever 
remained out of the church overnight. The 
idea therefore of being a saved person, a 
Christian, and not being in the church is not 
only unscriptural, it is absurd. One could no 
more be saved and not be added to the church 
than one could be born and not thereby be 
added to the family into which one is born. 

Whom does the church include? This ques
tion has just been plainly and completely an
swered and you are no doubt wondering why 
it should be repeated and used as a subhead
ing in this discussion. But your perplexity will 
soon pass and the reason for this will immedi
ately become apparent. This question has 
ramifications that must be fully run out and 
removed. 

Since the church is the body of Christ and 
Christians are severally members thereof it is 
inevitable that the body includes all of its 
members, therefore includes all Christians, of 
course. Since the church is the household of 
God it must of course include all of the chil
dren of God. God has no children who are 
not allowed to live in his house, associate with 
and enjoy the fellowship of the family and to 
inherit the blessings to which all his children 
are heirs. Any institution that does not include 
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all of God's children cannot be the church of 
God. Even if such an institution is composed 
entirely of Christians, contains only Chris
tians, and yet does not contain all Christians it 
cannot be the church of God. The best that it 
could claim to be is a faction of the church of 
God, therefore a sect, as we shall see. To ap
ply the terms the church, or the church of 
God, of the church of Christ to any limited 
number of Christians is to sectarianize the 
Scriptural phrases of which we shall soon 
speak more particularly. 

The church of the New Testament includes 
all Christians of every race, color and clime. It 
not only includes all Christians who now live 
but it includes all Christians who have ever 
lived since the day of Pentecost. Paul speaks of 
the whole family both in heaven and on earth 
(Eph. 3:15). God does not have two families 
- one in heaven and the other on earth. He 
has one family and a part of it is in heaven 
while the other part is still sojourning and suf
fering on the earth and our Father speaks to 
the blessed dead beneath the altar and bids 
them rest until their fellow-servants, their 
brethren upon the earth should finish their 
course (Rev. 6:9). They are still our brothers 
and we are theirs, Paul tells us that whether 
we live or die we are the Lord's (Rom. 14:7-
9). Death does not change our relationship to 
Jehovah. We are his children while we live 
and we are none the less his children after we 
are dead for all live unto him (Luke 20:35). 
Therefore God's family, God's church, is 
composed of all God's redeemed children in 
heaven and on earth. 

We become children of God and therefore 
members of the church of God by the spiritual 
birth - the birth of water and the spirit - or 
by conversion or by obeying the gospel. Noth
ing less than this can make any one a Chris
tian - a member of the church in the true 
sense. People are in a general way recognized 
as Christians if they possess some outstanding 
Christian characteristic - if they are chari
table and truthful and kind. This however is 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifications of 
deacons. It speaks to deacons now serving 
providing encouragement, motivation, and informa
tion challenging deacons to render the best service 
they can because Christ, deserves no less. 
BKGK05, paperback, 149 pgs. 

7.95 plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 

December 2006 
Firm Foundation 

not enough. "Ye must be born again." 

Again (same author) 

The word sect as used in the Scriptures. The 
word sect is found five times in the King James 
translation and six times in the Revised Ver
sion. It is from the Greek word hairesis and 
this word occurs nine times in the Greek New 
Testament. The Authorized Version translates 
it heresy four times and sect five times. The 
Revisers rendered it sect six times, factions 
twice, and heresies once. While in three places 
it is applied to Christians, it was so applied by 
their enemies and was not accepted by them. 
Paul did not admit that he was the leader of a 
sect but he confessed that after the manner 
which his enemies called heresy or a sect, he 
worshipped the God of his fathers. The word 
does not have a favorable meaning at all. We 
have seen that our translators used the words 
sect, faction and heresy interchangeably and 
no one understands either faction or heresy 
to connote something that is good and praise
worthy. Paul numbers sects among the works 
of the flesh. He says: "Now the works of the 
flesh are manifest, which are these: fornica
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wrath fac
tions, (hairesis, sects), divisions, parties, 
envyings, drunkeness, revelings, and such 
like" (Gal. 5: 19-20). Thus the apostle classes 
sects or factions among the blackest sins ever 
committed by a fallen race and even goes so 
far as to say "that they who practice such 
things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God." 
Surely a more positive and severe condemna
tion of sects could not be asked for. 

The apostle Peter speaks of damnable her
esies or sects, or according to the margin of 
the Revised version, of sects of perdition (2 
Pet. 2:1). Paul says there must be "factions (or 
sects) among you, that they that are approved 
may be made manifest among you" ( 1 Cor. 
11 :20). In other words, there must be sects or 
sectarians among you in order that those who 
are not factious - not sectarian in spirit -

The Credibility of the Church 
by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. 
Emphasis is on matters that reflect our credibility and consis
tency in the eyes of the world. BKTF01-CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$6.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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may be known as the approved ones. The oth
ers, of course, are not approved. 

Certainly sects and sectarianism are con
demned in the Scriptures, not only in the 
strong admonitions for all saints to be per
fectly joined together in one mind and one 
judgment and in the severe denunciations of 
divisions but also in the very use of the term 
sect and in its reprobation. 

That the author of this review has consistently 
preached these principles of undenominationalism 
and antisectism is proved by his writings. In 
"Murfreesboro Addresses" he has a lecture on this 
theme. Then in the lectures delivered at Abilene 
Christian College (quoted above), and in the address 
delivered to the graduating class of David Lipscomb 
College at the Golden Anniversary of that College 
(which address was also published by the College). 
Then his articles in the Gospel Advocate have always 
manifested the same freedom from factionalism and 
the same opposition to sectism. The 1932 Volume of 
that journal will show an exchange of articles with 
Brother John B. Cowden in which that brother ac
cused this writer and those who stand with him of 
making an opinion on the instrumental music issue a 
test of fellowship and therefore being a narrow sect. 
The answer on this point as it was then given will be 
made more in detail when Brother Etter's charges 
are considered specifically. But in Brother Cowden's 
argument he made use of the following quadrant: 

He drew a circle and left me out, 
Heretic, rebel, and thing to flout. 
But love and I had the wit to win, 
We drew a circle and took him in. 

In answer to this misrepresentation made 1n 
rhyme the writer composed these lines: 

We draw no circles or religious rings 
To exclude men and include things, 
But earnestly try with hearts that are pure 
To make our calling and election sure, 
By doing the things our Lord commands 
And leave circle-drawing to other hands. 

But the author of this review does not claim to be 
alone or peculiar in this preaching and practice. 
Thousands have not yet bowed to any Baal. More
over this has been the basic plea and contention of 
all the men worthy to be called leaders in restoration 
history. The following quotations will abundantly 
sustain this point: 

Moses E. Lard (In his Classic Review of Dr. J .B. 
Jeter's "Campbellism Examined"): 

But Mr. Campbell never proposed a reforma
tion of Christian sects as such. He proposed 

that all sincere and pious Christians should 
abandon these sects, and, uniting upon the 
great foundation upon which, as a rock, 
Christ said he would build his church, form 
themselves into a church of Christ, and not 
into a sect. A Christian sect we pronounce 
simply an impossible thing. Sects there may 
be, innumerable; but Christians, as a sect, 
they can never be. A church of Christ is not a 
sect, in any legitimate sense of the term. As 
soon as a body of believers, claiming to be a 
church of Christ, becomes a sect, it ceases to 
be a church of Christ. Sect and Christian are 
terms denoting incompatible ideas. Christians 
there may be in all the sects, as we believe 
they are; but, in them though they may be, yet 
of them, if Christians, clearly they are not. 
Mr. Campbell's proposition never looked to 
the reformation of sects as such. A sect re
formed would still be a sect; and sect and 
Christians are not convertible terms. Sectari
anism originates, and necessarily, in the 
church, but has its consummation out of it. 
Hence Paul, in addressing the church at 
Corinth, says, "There must be also heresies 
(sectarianism) among you, that they who are 
approved may be made manifest." But here is 
something which seems never to have struck 
the mind of Mr. Jeter. With the apostle, sec
tarianism originated with the bad, and the 
good were excluded; but with Mr. Jeter it in
cludes the good, and the bad, excluded. How 
shall we account for the difference? As soon, 
however, as the heretic (the sectarian) is dis
covered in the church, he is, by the apostle's 
direction, to be admonished a first and second 
time, and then, if he repent not, to be re
jected. Now we request to be informed by Mr. 
Jeter how, according to this rule, a Christian 
sect can exclude here sectarians and still re
main a sect? Heresy and sectarianism are 
identical, being both represented by the same 
term in the same sense in the original; and 
that which they represent has its origin in the 
flesh. Hence the same apostle, in enumerating 
the works of the flesh, mentions, among other 
things, strife, sedition, heresy (sectarianism). 
Heresy or sectarianism, we are taught by the 
Apostle Peter, is introduced into the church by 
false teachers, and is damnable; and yet Mr. 
Jeter, with true foster-father tenderness, can 
talk of Christian sects. 

J.Z. Tyler: The following extracts are taken from 
a sermon preached by this brother in Richmond, Vir
ginia, in 1882: 

Were you to ask of me one word which would 
most exactly present the central purpose of 
the peculiar plea presented by the Disciples, I 
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would give you the deeply significant and 
comprehensive word restoration. For it was 
their purpose, as they declared in the begin
ning, and, as without variation, they have con
tinued to declare to the present, to restore to 
the world in faith, in spirit, and in practice, the 
religion of Christ and his apostles, as found on 
the pages of the New Testament Scriptures. 
The originators of this movement did not pro
pose to themselves as their distinct work the 
reformation of any existing religious body, or 
the recasting of any religious creed. They pro
posed to themselves, and to all who might 
choose to associate themselves with them in 
this work, a task no less than restoration. 

As we study the historic development of 
this movement, we find its protest against di
visions, and its plea for Christian union was 
its first strongly marked feature. The declara
tion and address of 1809 was an arraignment 
of sectism, depicting its evil consequences and 
its sinful nature, and an earnest call upon min
isters and churches to labor for the union of 
Christians as they were united in the begin
ning. "Mter considering the divisions in vari
ous lights," says Dr. Richardson, in his Mem
oirs of A. Campbell, "as hindering the dispen
sation of the Lord's Supper; spiritual inter
course among Christians; ministerial labors, 
and the effective exercise of church discipline, 
as well as tending to pro~ote infidelity, an ap
peal is made to gospel ministers to become 
leaders in the endeavor to remedy these evils; 
and especially is this urged upon those in the 
United States, as a country happily exempted 
from the baneful influence of a civil establish
ment of any particular form of Christianity, 
and from under the influence of an anti
Christian hierarchy." This movement did not 
arise from controversy about any particular 
views of baptism, spiritual influence, or kin
dred questions mooted at a later date, in the 
progress of the work. Let this statement be 
considered emphatic, since the popular idea 
seems to be that out of such controversy we 
arose, and that our plea finds its roots in these 
questions. The central aim was restoration; 
the first feature sought to be restored was the 
union of Christians as in the beginning. 

The fact is, the idea of union is becoming 
more popular as the years pass by. Yet while 
this is true, the plea for union, which the dis
ciples present, is still peculiar. They oppose 
division not simply as unwise and impolitic, 
but as positively sinful, and to be repented of 
and forsaken as any other sin. They plead not 
simply for an underlying and hidden unity, 
but for an open and manifest union, Such a 
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unity and union that the world may see it and 
believe, concerning Christ, that God sent him 
into the world. They do not call for a confed
eration of sects, but labor for the total aboli
tion of sectism. 

"But," it is objected, "your exclusive appro
priation of the name Christian implies that, in 
your opinion, there are not Christians in the 
world except yourselves." In this objection 
there would be force if we really aimed at an 
exclusive appropriation of this name. But this 
exclusiveness is not our claim. We distinctly 
teach there are most excellent Christians who 
are not enrolled with us. Were this not true 
pray why should we plead for the union of 
Christians? We are united, and, if we did not 
believe there are Christians in the world out
side of our ranks, our plea would be senseless 
and absurd. The point in which we are pecu
liar is simply this- we persistently reject all 
human names. We rejoice that there are so 
many devout Christians in the world, and we 

· call upon them to abandon all party names, 
and be content to be known by those names 
only which we find in the New Testament. 

Moses E. Lard again: 
But Mr. Campbell does not claim for himself 
and his brethren that they, as a body, exhaust 
the meaning of the term the church, nor that 
they are the only persons who are members of 
the church. Hence, no apology can be pleaded 
for Mr. Jeter's dishonorable insinuation to the 
contrary. Mr. Campbell concedes to all, no 
matter where found, who have been, in the 
true acceptation of the phrase, 'born again,' 
that they are members of the church or body 
of Christ. True, he believes many of these 
members to be in organizations purely sectar
ian, and hence unsanctioned by the Bible. And 
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to all such members his counsel is, 'Come out 
of these organizations.' 

Next let us read a few statements on these points 
from two of the greatest men who have ever lived -
great in their humility and their simplicity ... in their 
logic and in their love for the truth and for humanity. 
No one who ever knew these two men can ever 
doubt that it is possible for men to be simple Chris
tians - an~ nothing else: to be members of the 
church and not belong to any sect or faction: to 
"preach the word" and never be a partisan: to live 
clean, pure, holy lives: to "keep the faith" and to 
"die the death of the righteous" loved and honored 
by all who knew them. The quotation from these 
men will make this booklet deserve to live for many 
generations. 

T.B. Larimore and F.D. Srygley: 
According to the plain teaching of the New 

Testament, the church is a spiritual body, 
Christ is head over it, every Christian is a 
member of it, and there is no organization in 
it but local congregations. All Christians are 
"one, body in Christ"; there are "many mem
bers, yet but one body"; that one body is the 
church. In New Testament times the Chris
tians in each locality formed, or constituted, a 
congregation for religious work and worship. 
Each local congregation thus formed or con
stituted was the church- the body of Christ 
- in that place, and every Christian in that 
locality belonged to it because he was a Chris
tian, and worshiped in it and worked through 
it because there was nothing else for any 
Christian to be a member of or to worship in 
and work through. Thus they kept "the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace." There 
were no ecclesiastical organizations, denomi
national institutions, or partisan brother
hoods in Christianity in New Testament 
times. Christ and all Christians were one, as 
the vine and its branches are one. 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the hus
bandman. Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit he taketh away: and every branch 
that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto 
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing Uohn 15:1-5). 

The same truth is taught with equal clear
ness at another place by a slight change in the 

figure. Christ and all Christians are one, as the 
olive tree and its branches are one. 

At still another place the figure is changed 
again, but the truth which is no less plainly 
taught is the same. Christ and all Christians 
are one, as the, body and its members are one. 

For as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body; so also is 
Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gen
tiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the 
body is not one member, but many .... But 
now are they many members, yet one body .... 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 
in particular (1 Cor. 12: 12-27). 

There is one body, and one spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling (Eph. 
4:4). 

For as we have many members in one, body, 
and all members have not the same office: so 
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of another (Rom. 
12:4-5). 

And that he might reconcile both unto God 
in one body by the cross, having slain the en
mity thereby (Eph. 2:16). 

May grow up into him in all things, which 
is the head, even Christ; from whom the 
whole body fitly joined together and com
pacted by that which every joint supplieth, ac
cording to the effectual working in the mea
sure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love" (Eph. 
4:15-16). 

This one body is the church. 

And hath put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all (Eph. 1:22-23). 

For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church; and 
he is the saviour of the body (Eph. 5:23). 

And he is the head of the body, the church; 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; that in all things he might have the pre
eminence (Col. 1: 18). 

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, 
and fill up that which is behind of the afflic
tions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, 
which is the church (Col. 1:24). 

This one body is all the church there is in 
the New Testament, and it is all the church 
any Christian has any scriptural authority to 
be a member of now. This church includes 
and consists of all Christians; it is the body of 
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Christ, and every one who belongs to Christ is 
a member of it. The church in the New Testa
ment is always spoken of as one, except when 
local organizations in different places are re
ferred to, and then the church is one in each 
place. To be a member of it is to be a Chris
tian, and to be a Christian is ro be a member 
of it. Every man becomes a member of it 
when he becomes a Christian, and remains a 
member of it as lo ng as he continues to be a 
Christian, because that which makes a man a 
Christian constitutes him a member of it. No 
one can be a Christian and not be a member 
o f the church any more than he can be a 
Christian and not belong to Christ, because 
the church is the body of Christ, and it in
cludes and consists of all Christians by the 
plain meaning of the passages above quoted. 

The plain duty of Christians is to abandon 
and abolish everything bur th is one body, 
which is the church, and keep "the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond on peace" in this one 
body. The formation, operation, and propaga
tion of ecclesiastical organizations, denomina
tional institutions, and partisan brotherhoods 
in religion produce strife, contentions, ani
mosities, alienatio ns, envyings, and rivalries 
among Christians, and inevitably cause open 
divisions which gender an ugly, partisan spirit 
in the body of Ch rist. The logical effect and 
constant tendency of the truth of God is to 

disintegrate and d issolve everything but the 
"one body in Christ," which is the church, 
and of which every Christian is a member, 
whether the preacher intends ro do that or 
not, or whether he so much as knows of rhe 
existence of anything but the one body in the 
way of a religious institution. 

The following quotation from one of his letters is 
in point here : 

They claim and charge that I preach against 
certain things, bur never name them. I simply 
'preach the word ,' 'unl earned questions 
avoid,' 'meddle not with other men's matters,' 
and exhort a ll to 'walk in the light,' to simply 
take God at his word - that is, believe what 
he says, do what he commands, become and 
be what he required, live as he d irects, and 
trust him for what he promises. That's all 
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there is in that- absolutely all. My preaching 
is Bible preaching. I never try ro prove any 
point in preaching, save by the Bible. I just 
simply tell them what the Bible says, and then 
tell them that settles that. 

The charge that he "preaches against certain 
things, but never names them," is no doubt 
true and false both. Any man who preaches 
exactly what is in the Bible, and nothing else, 
necessarily preaches against everything that 
antagonizes the Bible, w hether he names 
other things or no t, or even so much as knows 
whether there be any such things. No man can 
build up things that are nor in the Bible with
our preaching something that is not in rhe 
Bible. In this sense the charge is no doubt 
true; but if the charge is intended ro mean 
that he preaches against th ings designedly by 
cowardly insinuations and innuendoes, while 
pretending to be in favor of them, the charge 
is untrue and unjust. How can any man 
preach and practice exactly what is in the 
Bible, and nothing else, without disintegrating 
and dissolving, to the full extent of his influ
ence in life and sermons, everything but the 
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"one body in Christ," which is the church and 
of which every Christian is a member? 

"Every plant, which my Heavenly Father 
hath not planted, shall be rooted up" (Matt. 
15:13). The Heavenly Father hath planted no 
plant in the way of a religious organization or 
institution, save the body of Christ, which is 
the church. The plain duty of every one is, 
therefore, to be a Christian, and nothing else; 
be a member of the church, which is the body 
of Christ, and of which every Christian is a 
member, and nothing else; preach and prac
tice all the New Testament teaches, and noth
ing else. The aim and constant effort of the 
life that is photographed by private letters in 
this volume have been to do this, as numerous 
letters, extending over a long period of years, 
abundantly show. On this point he wrote, sev
eral years ago: 

I am more and more confirmed in my irre
vocable determination to never be a partisan 
in any sense; to look, in the light of God's 
eternal truth, straightforward to the New 
Jerusalem, 'preach the word' with all the 
power granted me, and do all I can to comfort 
and save souls. That is where I am, and I am 
there to stay. I may be rather lonely, but I pro
pose to stand there, if, Elijahlike, I feel so 
lonely as to be constrained to implore the Al
mighty to take away my life. Standing on the 
rock, building on the rock, my soul shall ever 
be secure. The storm rages now, but the time 
is coming when those who have stood with 
'God, and the word of his grace,' will be ap
preciated. Let us bide, our time. You may have 
no fears. You may always know-absolutely 
know - you run no risk in saying that I am in 
no sense a partisan; that I simply 'preach the 
word,' and leave results with God. I have al
ways tried to do this, but have sometimes 
been drawn aside just a little; never thus 
again. I propose to, as long as I live, adhere 
strictly to the Bible. In that way I can do a glo
rious work. On any other line my work could 
not fail to be a failure. No religious party may 
appreciate or demand my services, but on the 
Lord's side I am safe, though solitary and 
lone. Some will interpret this to mean I have 
no convictions, or, having convictions, have 
more policy than principle, but 'none of these 
things move me.' My position and determina
tion are: 'Preach the word' wherever Provi
dence seems to point the way and duty seems 
to demand; always hew to the line; have no 
hobbies, attack no hobbies; do always and un
der all circumstances exactly what duty de
mands. This is all I can do. 

At another time, years ago, he wrote: 

All who know me know I am an extremist, so 
far as standing aloof from everything that 
causes strife and division among Christians is 
concerned, everything that is rending the 
church - the body of Christ - into factions. 
In this, as in many other things, I may be 
wrong; but I believe I am right, and I am try
ing to do my duty. I have never intentionally 
aided or encouraged divisions, but have al
ways, both publicly and privately, urged 
Christian union and Christian unity with all 
my feeble might. So far as I know, I belong to 
nothing except that to which every Christian 
in the wide, wide world belongs. Thus pub
licly, privately, and practically I preach and 
practice unity all the time. I was born into the 
family of the Lord Almighty about twenty
seven years ago, and by the grace of God I 
hope to be faithful as a member of that 
blessed family till called to my reward, and to 
never be a member of anything else. Let oth
ers do as they may, the church of God is good 
enough for me. I have solemnly resolved to 
try to keep my eye on the 'open, pearly por
tal,' and go straight forward, neither turning 
nor looking to the right or the left - simply 
'preach the word,' and let professed Chris
tians adjust their differences and difficulties in 
bitterness and blood, if they will. My earnest 
desire is to keep entirely out of all unpleasant 
wrangles among Christians. I do not censure 
those who are in it, but I must keep out of it, 
if I can. Now, if people want no preacher but 
a partisan preacher, they will please not call 
for me. I propose to finish my course without 
ever, even for one moment, engaging in parti
san strife with anybody about anything -
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("Letters and Sermons of T.B. Larimore," by 
F.D. Srygley, pp. 208-217). 

In what way could a man live a more beautiful 
life of hope and trust, of culture and kindness and of 
work and worship than was lived by T.B. Larimore, 
F.D. Srygley, James A. Harding, David Lipscomb, 
E.G. Sewell and a host of others whom we have 
known? Let Brother Reedy remember Brother A.M. 
Morris and think of how he is going to improve on 
his Christian life and hope! 

In the church of the New Testament Brother 
Reedy and Brother Etter had all the freedom from 
Ecclesiastic authority that Peter and Paul and James 
and John had. They had all the promises that any 
Christian ever had. They could learn, love, believe 
and preach anything that God has ever revealed to 
mankind. There was no limit except the limit of their 
own ability and faith. They could practice anything 
the Lord authorizes his children to do, and they had 
the solemn promise of the risen and all powerful 
Saviour that he would be with them in such a life and 
work to the end of the world! 

What more did they want? 
What did they gain by joining a sect? 
Answer -They gain the right to be Modernists: 

to disbelieve any part of God's word that men may 
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tell them that scholars (?) reject. They may not yet 
know just how much they will have to reject but they 
will reject it when they learn. That is the principle 
upon which they have moved away from the hope of 
the gospel. 

If as faithful members of the Lord's body and as 
preachers of his word unmixed with the traditions 
and errors of men they found themselves alone and 
unappreciated - if even they were persecuted by 
factionalists and partisans they would have been 
passing through an experience that every other 
humble and loyal servant of the· Lord has known. Eli
jah felt that he was alone and wanted to die. Brother 
Larimore expressed a similar feeling in the excerpts 
given herein. But experiences like that give one a 
closer touch with one's Lord; and after all our reli
gion is not a professional matter. It is not an institu
tional matter. It is not a matter like a business ven
ture that may be abandoned if it does not prove 
pleasant and profitable. It is a relation of the soul to 
God. It is a spiritual union with Christ. It is private, 
personal and precious. If it disconnects us from earth 
and from friends it puts us in correspondence with 
heaven and into communion with God. We may of
ten say with the Psalmist: 

Hear my prayer, 0 Jehovah, and give ear 
unto my cry; 

Hold not thy peace at my tears, 
For I am a stranger with thee, 
A sojourner as all my fathers were. 
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The Crusade for Change 
''How I Was Changed'' 

By Lacy Williams 

This is the first in a series of articles on the 
modern change movement (crusade) that is 
attempting to change the Church of Christ 

into a modern denomination. Others know more 
than I about what happened in the church while I 
was away but I can write from the experience of one 
who was carried away by the change crusaders and 
was gone for 40 years. I call this movement a "cru
sade" because it is zealously engaged in a reform en
terprise to change the church. The Christian Church, 
which took this course of action years ago, called 
their crusade a "restructuring" and ended up as a de
nomination. Is this to be our destiny also? 

I was a faithful minister in the Church of Christ 
for 15 years (1951-1966) and off in the far country 
of denominational dogmas and theological husks for 
the next 40 years (1966-2006). I was not a prodigal 
son in the sense that the son in Jesus' parable was; I 
was not "squandering my estate with loose living," I 
was squandering my life in ministry where I ought 
not have been. How is it possible for one such as I, 
who was trained in Christian colleges (Freed-Harde
man and Harding), dedicated to Christ and active in 
his church, to be led away like this? My purpose in 
relating my story is to instruct and warn others so 
that they may not travel the long barren road I have 
traveled. 

You who stayed at home must be patient and try 
to understand or you will be like the older brother in 
Jesus' parable who became a self-righteous critic. 
Apostasy is like a disease that affects the mind. One 
has to "come to his senses" before he can return to 
the Father's house. I am blessed at 82 to have come 
to my senses and been able to return; most of those 
who go off into the far country where I have been 
never return. Rather than being too critical of your 
brothers and sisters who are astray, "keep yourselves 
in the love of God ... (and) have mercy on some who 
are doubting" (Jude 21-22). Christians become 
doubters when they fall into the change trap where 
nothing is certain. 

In this first article I shall deal with my change and 
departure and in the second my recovery and return. 
How did I, a faithful minister in the Church of Christ, 
become a prodigal son? And how did I return? 

1. It all began in 1964 with a conflict between a 
young perfectionist preacher and three ill-qualified, 
set-like-cement elders. Sensitive preachers and un
sympathetic elders make a lethal combination, and 
when the explosion comes someone gets hurt- gen
erally the preacher. I walked away from the church 
and, until recently, have had little knowledge of what 
has transpired since my departure. Upon returning, I 
was shocked to learn that the crusaders who had 
changed me and used me as a tool in their hands, are 
still abusing and using thousands of others just as 
they did me. 

2. Just when I needed help the most, a brother 
with an independent paper wrote me up, wrote me 
off and distributed me throughout the brotherhood, 
without even talking with me about my conflict - a 
conflict that could have been resolved with a little 
understanding and help. This marked me and greatly 
diminished my ministry, which up to that time had 
been quite successful. 

3. In this time of conflict and uncertainty, I dis
covered Carl Ketcherside's Mission Messenger, which 
appeared to be a breath of fresh air. I subscribed and 
ordered all his bound volumes. Then came Leroy 
Garrett. I also subscribed to his Restoration Review 
and read it faithfully. My conflicts with the elders 
and the allurement of these two apostate brothers 
conditioned me to be a critic. Brother Ketcherside is 
gone now, Brother Garrett is older than I, and the 
thousands who have followed them as the children 
of Hamlin followed the Pied Piper, are rapidly "go
ing down the valley one by one." 

4. At this critical juncture I read Voices of Con
cern, a book written by 17 dissidents and published 
by Carl Ketcherside. This group did all they could to 
change the church but when they realized that it was 
a bigger job than they had anticipated they left, some 
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of them joining the denominations, especially the 
Christian Church. When one is drifting or drowning 
and is in a state of confusion, he hears voices of 
doom that sound like "voices of concern." 

5. A preacher without a church is a pitiful sight. I 
became a carpenter without a church and helped build 
houses. Later I went into home remodeling on my 
own. My business was so demanding that I drifted 
farther and farther away from my calling. I tried to 
make my burden lighter with a joke. I said, "For years 
I preached that we should be like Jesus. I finally got 
serious about it and became a carpenter." During 
those years I worked for a Christian contractor in 
Michigan, building Church of Christ structures in 
both Detroit and Dayton. I could build churches for 
others to preach in but I could not preach in them 
myself. 

6. In desperation, and trying to stay within the 
Restoration Movement, I went first to the Indepen
dent Christian Church and became a Bible teacher, 
then to the Christian Church (Disciples) where I be
came the associate "pastor." The modernism of the 
latter body was more than I could endure. Just as I 
was about to jump again without any visible place to 
land, my wife and I met a very kind man who be
longed to the Church of God (Anderson, In.) - the 
Church of God Reformation Movement. We went to 
church with him and within a year I was a minister in 
that body. Their Reformation Movement and our 
Restoration Movement have much in common, al
though they have their differences. 

7. The burden became so heavy for me that I be
came indifferent to it all. Indifference is an opiate for 
troubled minds and aching hearts. How can one pos-

16 

New Book 

Jesus and the Resurrection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L McKinley 

An excellent study in the historical evidences for 
the resurrection of Christ. The book will help equip 
those who seek to reach the lost with important 
information concerning the foundation of the Chris
tian faith in an easy-to-read format. 1597811939 

paperback • 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h ·Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 

December 2006 
Firm Foundation 

sibly escape the haunting memories of his former 
training, successful ministry and loving fellowship 
without a good dose of indifference? I became spiri
tually anesthetized by indifference, neither hot nor 
cold, having no hope of the fulfilled life that I once 
had within my reach. 

8. As a result of being away from home for an 
extended period and my indifference toward it all, I 
forgot what home was like. Like an orphan, I ad
justed to my foster home in another realm with an
other people. The distance in years became too great 
for me to traverse, so I learned not to look back. I 
kept busy doing what preachers do and becoming 
more and more indifferent toward the doctrines and 
practices that I once would not have tolerated. How 
dull one becomes when he loses the spiritual edge of 
a meaningful life! 

A lost dog has more hope than I had during those 
lost years. He expects to find his home and keeps 
looking until he does; I had no such hope, conse
quently I failed to look. But in answer to the prayers 
of many people over many years I made it home on 
Oct. 8, 2006. I'll tell you about it in my next article. 
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A Modest Suggestion for Improving 
the Public Worship Assemblies of the Church 

By Frazier Conley 

[Please take the following with the appropriate grain of salt. 
It is not motivated by derision, but by sorrow-FC] 

I t is evidently the case that many "Churches of 
Christ" or former such churches are now either 
seriously considering or have already imple

mented "improvements" to their public worship as
sembly. In particular, we refer to the addition of me
chanical devices for producing musical worship to 
God. 

These appliances represent great progress. They 
usually just take one person to operate. The rest of 
the assembly can sit back and be entertained by the 
sounds that issue forth. Nothing more is required of 
most of those present other than to be amused and 
amazed. If someone should want to sing along, that 
is an option, but hardly required (we don't really ca
ter to "requirements" in this day and age). 

We have automation in our homes, automatic 
dishwashers, automatic brooms, power tools; and this 
is just another step in the right direction: automatic 
worship-little or no personal involvement required. 
Just sit back and listen! Just allow yourself to get 
caught up in the melodies being produced for your 
own pleasure by the various appliances and gadgets! 

However it has occurred to me that if we have 
now advanced to the phase of using machine devices 
for manufacturing musical worship, why not take an
other step forward? What can we do about prayers? 

As it is now each person must listen carefully to a 
prayer leader, and from the heart make the thoughts 
of the prayer his or her own. This actually requires 
some personal effort and engagement and might be 
supposed to be tedious. Actual spiritual thought 
based on the word of God may be necessitated. 
There is very little entertainment or mass appeal in 
the procedure. And as we all know, not all prayers or 
prayer leaders are equal. Some of them are very awk
ward and ill-at-ease. Some are hardly eloquent. What 
can we do to improve this situation? 

Fortunately, farsighted spiritual leaders in Tibet 
have already developed two solutions. These are 
called "the prayer wheel," and "the prayer flag." 

The color of the prayer flag and the printing on 
it are considered to create a prayer that the wind dis
tributes to the world each time it brushes against the 
flag. These flags could simply be posted outside each 
church building - maybe entire rows of them. De
pending on our creativity, this would no doubt call 
attention to our facilities and our sense of the aes
thetic. Prayer flags would work at all times, except of 
course when the wind is calm. 

The prayer wheel on the other hand is generally 
made of a cylindrical body penetrated along its axis 
by a wooden or metal rod. The cylinder turns 
around its axis. Inside this cylinder, written on paper 
are the prayers. Spinning the written form of the 
prayer around can be considered to have the same 
effect as reciting the prayer; the more copies of the 
prayer, the more the benefit. 

(7J ietter-writing course for women: 
'-.,../l this workbook will make a difference in 

permanent ink - not in cyberspace! Get life
changing results from your letters; learn from 
an expert. Structured, short topics with daily 
worksheets including questions and fill-in-the
blanks. Bible examples combined with down-to
earth motivation for today's Christian woman. 
Beautifully formatted, 8%x11 . 13 chapters. 
0929540468, paperback 
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It has recently been observed that having a 
prayer digitally encoded on your computer disk 
works the same way as the usual prayer wheel. Since 
a computer's hard disk spins hundreds of thousands 
of times per hour, and can contain many copies of 
the prayer, anyone who wants to can turn their com
puter into a prayer wheel. 

Just touching and turning a prayer wheel is said 
to bring incredible purification and accumulate un
believable merit. If a prayer wheel contains 10 billion 
prayers, then the theory is that turning it one time is 
the same as having recited that many prayers. 

We could install very ornate spinning prayer 
wheels at the front of every auditorium. If they were 
electrically powered we could add multicolored 
lights or lasers along the circumference, and this 
would improve the entertainment impact. Maybe the 
wheels could be interfaced digitally with the music 
machines and we could get a coordinated effect. 

Machine music devices, machine prayer devices 
- what wonderful advances on the old outdated in
dividually heart-operated methods. Of course if any
one should object (under present circumstances this 
is not at all certain) just remind them that the Bible 
does not say not to and that in your opinion there is 
no harm in it and it will be beneficial - that should 
silence them. Doubtless it would be attractive to 
hordes of young people brought up on rock music 
concerts. 

I am trying to come up with an automatic ma
chine device to take the place of the old individual 
offerings and collections - which actually took 
money out of people's pockets. I think this would be 
extremely popular and draw large enthusiastic audi
ences to services. 

Please send in any ideas you have for new wor
ship contraptions, mechanisms, or gadgets. There 
should be no limit to such inventions now that we 
are ready to completely free ourselves from the limi
tations of "thus saith the Lord" in regard to forms of 
worship at the most holy assembly of God's people 
on the Lord's day. 

P.O. Box 7 
Whitewright, TX 75491 

(conley 1 @verizon.net 
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ACADEMY 
OF 

BIBLICAL 
INSTRUCTION 

gelists, Deacons, Pastors, 
and Teachers were offices created by God 
"for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ" (Eph. 4.11-16). 
Apostasy was foretold, instruction to train 
competent and effective leaders was 
given; and when the last apostle died 
almost immediately the church departed 
from the faith! What was the source of this 
great departure? - LEADERSHIP (Acts 
20.28-30; 3 John 9,10; 2 Tim. 2.2; 4.1 -5)! 
Like ancient Israel who suffered defeat due 
to weak leadership, similarly, "The crown 
is fallen from our head" (Lam. 5.16). The 
Academy of Biblical Instruction calls for 
Christians with faith and devotion like that 
of the ancients to reclaim our nation's 
heritage and strength! Among the Romans 
and Greeks the crown was a symbol of 
victory and reward. To him that trains 
and overcomes is promised the never 
fading crown of glory Uames 1.12; I Pet. 
5.4). God is true! 

• Biblical Exposition 

• Hermeneutics & Exegesis 

• Ancient Rhetoric 

• Principles of Leadership 
• The Art of Instruction 

• Strategic Evangelism 

•The Work of the Church 

• Primitive Christianity 

• Church Discipline & 
Conflict Resolution 

• Evidences of Christianity 

• Biblical Hebrew & Greek 
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Development Program 

• A Complete Teaching & 
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BIZNETDAILY 
America's Pro-homosexual Giants: 2006 

List of companies scoring perfect 100 percent from 'gay'-rights group© 2006 WorldNetDaily.com 
Below is the list of companies scoring a perfect 100 percent on the Human Rights Campaign's 

2006 Corporate Equality Index, with policies beneficial toward homosexuals: 

1. Adobe Systems 43. Cummins 
2. Aetna 44. Daimler Chrysler 
3. Agere Systems 45. Dell 
4. Agilent Technologies 46. Deloitte & Touche USA 
5. Allianz Life Insurance 47. Deutsche Bank 
6. Alston & Bird 48. Dorsey & Whitney 
7. American Express 49. Dow Chemical 
8. AMR Corp. (American Airlines) 50. DuPont 
9. Anheuser-Busch 51. Eastman Kodak 

10. Apple Computer 52. Eli Lilly & Co. 
11. Arnold & Porter 53. Ernst & Young 
12. AT&T 54. Estee Lauder Companies 
13. Avaya 55. Faegre & Benson 
14. Bain & Company 56. Fannie Mae 
15. Bank of America 57. Ford Motor Co. 
16. Bausch & Lomb 58. Freescale Semiconductor 
17. Bell South 59. Gap Inc. 
18. Best Buy 60. General Mills 
19. Boeing 61. General Motors 
20. BP America 62. GlaxoSmithKline 
21. Bright Horizons Family Solutions 63. Global Hyatt 
22. Bristol-Myers Squibb 64. Goldman Sachs Group 
23. California State Automobile Association 65. Go ogle 
24. Capital One Financial 66. Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 
25. Cargill 67. Heller Ehrman 
26. Carlson Companies 68. Hewitt Associates 
27. Charles Schwab 69. Hewlett-Packard 
28. Chevron 70. Honeywell International 
29. ChoicePoint 71. Hospira 
30. Chubb 72. lNG North America Insurance 
31. CIGNA 73. Intel 
32. Cisco Systems 74. IBM 
33. Citigroup 75. Intuit 
34. Clear Channel Communications 76. J.P. Morgan Chase & Co. 
35. Clorox 77. Jenner & Block 
36. CMP Media 78. Johnson & Johnson 
37. CNA Insurance 79. Kaiser Permanente 
38. Coca-Cola Company 80. Keyspan 
39. Consolidated Edison 81. Kimpton Hotel & Restaurant Group 
40. Coors Brewing 82. KPMG 
41. Corning 83. Kraft Foods 
42. Credit Suisse First Boston 84. Lehman Brothers Holdings 
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85. Levi Strauss & Co. 
86. Lexmark International 
87. Liz Claiborne 
88. Lucent Technologies 
89. McDermott Will & Emery 
90. McKinsey & Co. 
91. Mellon Financial 
92. Merck & Co. 
93. Merrill Lynch 
94. MetLife 
9 5. Microsoft 
96. Mitchell Gold and Bob Williams 
97. Morgan Stanley 
98. Morrison & Foerster 
99. Motorola 

100. Nationwide 
101. NCR Corp. 
102. New York Times Co. 
103. Nike 
104. Nixon Peabody 
105. Nordstrom 
106. Northrop Grumman 
107. Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 
108. Owens Corning 
109. Pepsico 
110. Pfizer 
111. PG&E 
112. Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman 
113. Powell Goldstein 
114. Price WaterhouseCoopers 
115. Prudential Financial 
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by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 
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alleged genetic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
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116. Raytheon 
117. Replacements 
118. SC Johnson & Son 
119. Schering-Plough 
120. Sears Holdings Corporation 
121. Sempra Energy 
122. Sprint Nextel 
123. Starcom Media Vest 
124. Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide 
125. State Street 
126. Sun Microsystems 
127. SunTrust Banks 
128. Tech Data Corp. 
129. The Olivia Companies 
130. US Airways 
131. Viacom 
132. Visa International 
133. Volkswagen of America 
134. Wachovia 
135. Walgreens 
136. Wells Fargo 
137. Whirlpool 
138. Xerox 

Homosexuality and 
American Public Life 
by Christopher Wolfe 

This book delivers the most impressive and comprehen
sive response to the homosexual movement ever as
sembled. Philosophers and lawyers make the definitive 
case that homosexuality is both a moral and psychological 
disorder and a matter for compassionate but urgent public 
concern. 

Not content merely to restate the traditional moral 
position, the contributors address the homosexual move
ment's most compelling arguments with both sympathy 
and a relentless commitment to the truth. Experts of unsur
passed prestige probe the common assertions that homo
sexuality is genetically or biologically determined and that 
citizens' homosexual behavior should be exempt from 
social or legal censure. 

Introduction by William Kristol and an afterword by 
Richard John Neuhaus; contributors include Jeffrey 
Satinover, M.D., Robert P. George, Janet Smith, Hadley 
Arkes, Gerard Bradley, Michael Pakaluk, David Coolidge. 

Christopher Wolfe is a professor of political science at 
Marquette University in Milwaukee and the president of 
the American Public Philosophy Institute. 

1-890626-23-6 paperback, 320 pgs., index and notes 

$15.95 • $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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(We send our precious children to school where many of them, mostly boys, are judged too rambunctious 
and given drugs that make them zombies. This may be a gateway to adult illegal addiction, so we send them to 
prison for doing what we taught them to do when they were six years old. This, of course, is not the fate of all 
who receive drugs while in school, but it is true of far too many of them. The following article appeared in the 
New York Times and is enlightening.) 

Proof Is Scant 
By Gardner Harris 

Their rooms are a mess, their trophies line 
the walls, and both have profiles on 
MySpace.com. Stephen and Jacob Meszaros 

seem like typical teenagers until their mother offers a 
glimpse into the family's medicine cabinet. 

Bottles of psychiatric medications fill the shelves. 
Stephen, 15, takes the antidepressants Zoloft and 
Desyrel for depression, the anticonvulsant Lamictal 
to moderate his moods and the stimulant Focalin XR 
to improve concentration. Jacob, 14, takes Focalin 
XR for concentration, the anticonvulsant Depakote 
to moderate his moods, the antipsychotic Risperdal 
to reduce anger and the antihypertensive Catapres to 
induce sleep. 

Over the last three years, each boy has been pre
scribed 28 different psychiatric drugs. 

"Sometimes, when you look at all the drugs 
they've taken, you wonder, 'Wow, did I really do this 
to my kids?' " said their mother, Tricia Kehoe of 
Sharpsville, Pa. "But I've seen them without the 
meds, and there's a major difference." 

There is little doubt that some psychiatric medi
cines, taken by themselves, work well in children. 
For example, dozens of studies have shown that 
stimulants improve attentiveness. A handful of other 
psychiatric drugs have proven effective against child
hood obsessive compulsive disorder, among other 
problems. 

But a growing number of children and teenagers 
in the United States are taking not just a single drug 
for discrete psychiatric difficulties but combinations 
of powerful and even life-threatening medications to 
treat a dizzying array of problems. 

Last year in the United States, about 1.6 million 
children and teenagers - 280,000 of them under 
age 10 - were given at least two psychiatric drugs in 
combination, according to an analysis performed by 
Medco Health Solutions at the request of The New 
York Times. More than 500,000 were prescribed at 

least three'psychiatric drugs. More than 160,000 got 
at least four medications together, the analysis 
found. 

Many psychiatrists and parents believe that such 
drug combinations, often referred to as drug cock
tails, help. But there is virtually no scientific evi
dence to justify this multiplication of pills, research
ers say. A few studies have shown that a combination 
of two drugs can be helpful in adult patients, but the 
evidence in children is scant. And there is no evi
dence at all- "zero," "zip," "nil," experts said
that combining three or more drugs is appropriate or 
even effective in children or adults. 

"There are not any good scientific data to sup
port the widespread use of these medicines in chil
dren, particularly in young children where the scien-

Jack Cuozzo 

This book bears the subtitle, "The Startling Truth 
about Neanderthal Man," but it is far more than 
that. In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept of 
"prehistory," belabors how fossils are uncovered, 
examines some of the faulty assumptions behind 
recent fossil finds, presents evidence from the 
fossil record against hominid evolution, and 
investigates evidence substantiating the biblical 
creation account. Exciting reading. 350 pgs., 
paperback · 
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tific data are even more scarce," said Dr. Thomas R. 
Insel, director of the National Institute of Mental 
Health. 

Psychiatrists who prescribe drug combinations 
say that the ability to mix and match medications im
proves their chances of being able to help children 
who are seriously, even desperately, ill. 

Dr. Joseph Biederman, a professor of psychiatry 
at Harvard, said that doctors commonly used mul
tiple medicines to treat heart disease, diabetes, cancer 
and AIDS. "Child psychiatry is not any different," 
Dr. Biederman said. "These drugs have revolution
ized how we treat severe psychopathology in chil
dren." 

The controversy leaves parents in a terrible bind. 
Desperate to help, many agonize over whether to 
medicate their children. 

Mothers and fathers sometimes disagree, with 
the dispute straining or even ending marriages. Since 
some psychiatric drugs can cause worrisome physical 
effects, parents say that they must on occasion make 
a terrifying choice between their child's physical 
health and his mental health. 

The parents interviewed for this article told their 
stories, they said, in hopes of gaining greater accep
tance for their children and themselves. Nearly all 
recalled being in a store when their child threw a 
tantrum and feeling that onlookers branded them as 
bad parents. They also said they hoped ,to help oth
ers negotiate what many said were unequal and often 
fraught relationships with psychiatrists. 

"We struggled so much, made' so many mistakes 
and felt so stigmatized, I hope our ·story can make it 
easier for others," said Jacquie Erickson of Anchor
age. Her daughter, Kaitlyn Johnston, 10, has taken 
psychiatric drugs since she turned 5 for diagnoses 
that include bipolar disorder. 

On Shaky Ground 

Stimulants like Ritalin are by far the most commonly 
prescribed psychiatric medicines in children. But 
doctors routinely pair stimulants with antidepres
sants, antipsychotics and anticonvulsants, even 
though some of these medications can cause serious 
side effects, have few proven pediatric psychiatric 
benefits and lack dear evidence about how they in
teract or influence mental and physical development. 

Last year, the Food and Drug Administration re
quired drug makers to warn on their labels that anti
depressants can cause suicidal thoughts and behavior 
in some children. Anticonvulsant drugs carry warn-
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ings about liver and pancreas damage and fatal skin 
rashes. The side effects of antipsychotic medicines 
can include rapid weight gain, diabetes, irreversible 
tics and, in elderly patients with dementia, sudden 
death. When drugs are combined, these risks com
pound. 

Ms. Kehoe, who receives government financial 
and child-care assistance because her children are 
considered mentally ill, said she knew that there 
were risks to the drug cocktails. Both her sons are 
short and underweight for their age - a common 
side effect of stimulants - and she fears that the 
drugs have affected their health and behavior in 
other ways. 

"But I don't think the insurance would pay for it 
if the F.D.A. didn't decide that children should use 
it," said Ms. Kehoe, who herself takes psychiatric 
medication. 

In fact, the drug agency has specifically warned 
against the use of Lamictal, one of the drugs Stephen 
takes, in children who, like him, do not suffer from 
seizures because in 8 out of 1,000 children the drug 
causes life-threatening rashes. 

Stephen and Jacob's psychiatrist did not reply to 
telephone messages left with an office secretary on 
three different days. Ms. Kehoe said that she asked 
him to speak to this reporter but that he refused. The 
boys have had 11 psychiatrists over the last three 
years, according to prescription records, and many 
more before that, Ms. Kehoe said. 

In interviews, Stephen and Jacob said they hated 
taking their drug cocktails. 

"Everybody hates meds," Jacob said. 
Ms. Kehoe said her youngest son, Lucas Keck, 

was showing signs of attention deficit disorder and 
might soon need to start medication. 

"I see the hyperness in him," she said. "My pe
diatrician has said that he would venture to say that 
Lucas will be A.D.H.D." 
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Stephen and Jacob were Lucas's age - 6 -
when they were given their first prescriptions. 

The F.D.A. requires drug makers to prove that 
their drugs work safely before the agency will ap
prove them for sale in the United States. But doctors 
can prescribe and combine approved medicines as 
they see fit. Such mixing is common in medicine but 
rarely studied by drug makers. 

Psychiatrists started mixing psychiatric medica
tions because the drugs were only moderately effec
tive and often caused terrible side effects, said Dr. 
Steven E. Hyman, the provost of Harvard University 
and former director of the National Institute of 
Mental Health. "None of these drugs by themselves 
do an adequate job of controlling symptoms," Dr. 
Hyman said. 

If one drug failed, many psychiatrists assumed 
that two or more drugs used together might succeed. 
For decades, no one studied whether this was accu
rate. But in recent years, a trickle of studies have ex
amined the question, with mixed results. 

In studies in adults, some combinations of two 
drugs have been shown to work better than single 
medications to improve the symptoms of depression, 
obsessive-compulsive disorder and the mania associ
ated with bipolar disorder. For example, a recent 
large government-financed study in adults, published 
in The New England Journal of Medicine, found that 
two antidepressants worked a bit better than one for 
adults who suffered from chronic, severe depression. 
But other studies have found no benefit from com
monly prescribed drug combinations. 

The use of two-medicine combinations in chil
dren is on much shakier ground. Even for single 
drugs, the effectiveness of some psychiatric medica
tions in younger patients is questionable: most trials 
of antidepressants in depressed children, for in
stance, fail to show any beneficial effect. But hardly 
any studies have examined the safety or the effective
ness of medicine combinations in children. A 2003 
review in The American Journal of Psychiatry found 
only six controlled trials of two-drug combinations. 
Four of the six failed to show any benefit; in a fifth, 
the improvement was offset by greater side effects. 

"No one has been able to show that the benefits 
of these combinations outweigh the risks in chil
dren," said Dr. Daniel J. Safer, an associate professor 
of psychiatry at Johns Hopkins University and an au
thor of the 2003 review. 

If the evidence for two-drug combinations is 
minimal, for three-drug combinations it is nonexist-

ent, several top experts said. 
"The data is zip," Dr. Hyman said. 
Many psychiatrists said that they turned to drug 

cocktails only in desperate circumstances. "If you've 
got a 15-year-old who is cutting up her arms, you've 
got a barn on fire and what are you supposed to do?" 
asked Dr. Alexander Lerman, a child and adolescent 
psychiatrist in New York, who said he rarely pre
scribed combinations. 

Billy and Jackie Igafo-Te'o of Jackson, Mich., are 
among the desperate. In the last seven years, their 
12-year-old son, Michael, "has been on just about 
everything you can put a child on," Mrs. Igafo-Te'o 
said. He is now taking four medications: an antipsy
chotic, an anticonvulsant, an antidepressant and a 
sleep medicine. 

Despite the medications, Michael's behavior has · 
grown increasingly disruptive. He has kicked and 
punched holes in almost every wall of the Igafo-Te'o 
home. He wrenched the sink off the wall in the up
stairs bathroom and pulled two bedroom doors off 
their hinges, damaging the frames. The family no 
longer fixes the damage. 

During a recent visit, Michael and Mr. Igafo-Te'o 
were sitting on the living-room floor. Michael 
wanted the phone. His father held it out of reach to 
prevent Michael from playing with it. Michael be
came increasingly desperate. He cried. He cursed. 

"That's it, you have a timeout," Mr. Igafo-Te'o 
said. 

"No, no, no," Michael answered. "You pimp!" 
He slapped his father in the face, hard. Mr. 

Igafo-Te'o hustled Michael into the kitchen and 
forced him to sit for 20 minutes. 

"What's the purpose of all this medication if I 
still have to do that?" Mr. Igafo-Te'o asked. 
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He said he wanted to end Michael's drug 
therapy. Among other side effects, the drugs have 
made Michael obese, which has led to asthma. 

Mrs. Igafo-Te'o quietly disagreed. "I'm afraid he 
wouldn't be able to focus," she said. "I'm afraid he 
would regress socially." 

"Regress socially? Look at him!" her husband re
sponded, motioning to their son, crying uncontrolla
bly on the kitchen floor. 

"I have to believe in something," his wife 
mumbled and walked out of the room. 

Mr. Igafo-Te'o watched her go and then smiled 
apologetically. 

"We always debate meds," he said. 

Divergent Views 

Most experts agree that some children are so violent 
or suicidal that a combination of psychiatt.:ic drugs 
is worth trying. But recently, more psychiatrists 
have been asking whether in some cases drugs are 
being prescribed for children who do not need them, 
or for problems that fall within the spectrum of nor
mal behavior. The doubters are especially concerned 
with the growing use of drug combinations for 
preschoolers. 

Fate Riske, 3, of Fond du Lac, Wis., takes two 
antipsychotics and a sleeping medicine to control 
what her mother, Elizabeth Klein-Riske, said were 
hours-long tantrum~, a desire to watch the same mov
ies repeatedly and an insistence on eating the meat, 
cheese and bread in he~ sandwiches separately. 

On a recent visit, Fate played sweetly for four 
hours as her parents, who both have trouble walking, 
sat in front of a television. Sucking on a pacifier, Fate 
showed off her pink dress and matching shoes. 

Mrs. Klein-Riske credited the drugs for Fate's 
cherubic behavior during the visit. But a few weeks 
on a different antipsychotic led Fate to become ag
gressive, talk rapidly and "run around wild, totally 
out of control," said Mrs. Klein-Riske, who receives 
government financial and child-care assistance be
cause her daughter is considered mentally ill. 

Fate's weight ballooned in five months to 48 
pounds from 30. 

Dr. Gary Sachs, director of the Bipolar Clinic and 
Research Program at Massachusetts General Hospital 
in Boston, estimated that half the children referred to 
his clinic for research in recent years - including 
many who took drug combinations - had the wrong 
diagnosis and often did well on fewer drugs. "Even 
among properly diagnosed bipolar patients, many 
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come to our program already taking medicines that 
interfered with each other," Dr. Sachs said. 

But Dr. Judith Rapoport, a senior investigator in 
child psychiatry at the National Institute of Mental 
Health, said that in her experience, few children 
were overmedicated. Dr. Rapoport studies children 
with schizophrenia. Before entering her study, chil
dren must be drug-free for three weeks. 

"We've had a handful of cases who are completely 
normal when they get off drugs," Dr. Rapoport said. 
"But most of these kids become very, very sick and 
unmanageable without drugs." 

The first psychiatric problem diagnosed in most 
children is attention deficit disorder, treated with 
stimulants - drugs that improve attentiveness. But 
when children's problems persist, parents' relatively 
good experience with stimulants often convinces 
them to agree to try other medicines - in some cases 
drugs like the antipsychotic Risperdal or the anticon
vulsant Depakote that have few proven benefits in 
children and greater dangers, said Dr. Ranga 
Krishnan, chairman of the department of psychiatry 
and behavioral science at Duke University. 

"After you get them on one drug, parents don't 
seem to mind the second," said Dr. Krishnan, who 
said that he had grave doubts about the growing use 
of psychiatric drug cocktails in children. 

Antidepressants are commonly paired with 
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stimulants, but antidepressant use has declined over 
the last year after the F.D.A. warning about suicide 
risk. In their place, physicians are prescribing combi
nations that include antipsychotic and anticonvul
sant drugs, according to Medco. From 2001 to 2005, 
the use of antipsychotic drugs in children and teen
agers grew 73 percent, Medco found. Among girls, 
antipsychotic use more than doubled. 

On Again, Off Again 

Andrew Darr of Caldwell, Idaho, whose sons took 
medications, said that he was opposed to it from the 
start. "When you come home from work and instead 
of getting them clawing at your feet and yelling, 
'Daddy, Daddy,' you get a lethargic grunt, it just kills 
you," Mr. Darr said. 

His wife, Leslie Darr, eventually agreed to stop 
the medicines, but only after a family tragedy. 

The Darrs have four children, Nicholas, 16, 
Nathan, 15, Becky, 12, and Benjamin, 9. At 3, 
Nicholas suffered a mild brain injury when undiag
nosed appendicitis led him to suffer weeks of high 
fever, Mrs. Darr said. 

Mrs. Darr said that she was pressured by school 
officials to give Nicholas a stimulant at age 6. 
Nathan soon followed. 

Three years later, the boys had a traumatic week
end away with relatives. A month after that, Mrs. Darr 
said, both were hospitalized for a week and given a 
diagnosis of bipolar disorder and prescriptions for 
antipsychotic, antidepressant and sleeping medicines. 

Over the next three years, Nicholas's weight bal
looned to 140 pounds from 52. Nathan went to 115 
pounds from 48. Neither boy got much taller, Mrs. 
Darr said. They did poorly in school. 

Then Becky developed a brain tumor. A nurse 
practitioner gave Mrs. Darr free samples of an antip
sychotic drug to help her cope. After starting it, she 
said, she could not sleep or think straight. She real
ized that she had been giving similar medicines to 
her sons for years and she decided to wean the boys 
off the pills. 

Their behavior immediately worsened. At one 
point, Nicholas left the house during a blizzard wear
ing only boxer shorts, Mrs. Darr said. They found 
him in a tire swing saying, "Baa a." 

"There were several times that we almost gave 
up," Mr. Darr said. 

But after four months off medication, the boys' 
behavior normalized, the Darrs said, and they were 
transferred out of special education and into regular 

classes. The Darrs recently allowed the boys to spend 
their first evening at a mall without supervision, and 
in July they gave both boys their first bicycles. 
"They've come a long way," Mrs. Darr said. 

In an interview, Nicholas said the drugs "were 
not cool." 

"You go to school and everybody thinks, 'Look at 
that retard,' " he said. 

Still, most of the parents interviewed for this ar
ticle said their children's behavior deteriorated rap
idly without medication. 

Joanne Johnson of Hillsborough, N.J., described 
a psychiatrist's effort to wean her 17 -year-old son, 
Brad, off of all five of his psychiatric medicines as 
"the biggest mistake of our lives." 

Brad, then 13, became suicidal and was hospital
ized for weeks, Ms. Johnson said. 

"He went into the hospital on five drugs and 
came out on five different ones, but he was un
stable," she said. "It took a little over two years to 
find the right match again." 

Brad is now taking lithium, an antipsychotic, an 
anticonvulsant, an antidepressant, a stimulant and a 
sleeping pill. 

"He'll probably be on these for the rest of his 
life,'' Ms. Johnson said (New York Times, Nov. 23, 
2006). FF 
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The Problem With Islam 
WorldNetDaily.com, Sept 20, 2006 

M ost Americans were oblivious to Islam un
til a certain Tuesday morning five years 
ago. But on Sept. 11, 2001, they woke 

up to learn they were in the midst of a world war, 
targeted for destruction by an enemy they had 
scarcely ever heard of. Today, militant Muslims are 
on the rampage worldwide, some recently calling for 
the assassination of the pope, with others threaten
ing that unless Benedict XVI converts to Islam, 
Christian churches will be burnt to the ground. 

But such outrageous threats, as well as the mass 
murder that often follows, have become common
place. On the slightest provocation - a newspaper 
publishing cartoons depicting Muhammad, a jour
nalist making a comment about Muhammad during 
the Miss Universe pageant - angry Muslims erupt 
into a campaign of arson, brutality and murder. 

Meanwhile, as Western governments and jour
nalism organizations continue to refer to Islam as a 
"religion of peace," virtually all terrorist acts world
wide- over 5,000 instances since 9-11 -have been 
committed by Muslims, against Jews, against Chris
tians, against other non-Muslims, even against other 
types of Muslims. 

Yet, there's an even bigger Islamic threat than vio
lent jihad. Today, the West is being transformed by 
Islam. Especially in Britain and Europe, where Islamic 
immigration is already well advanced, analysts con
clude it's simply a matter of time before some of these 
nations have Muslim majorities. Then comes Sharia 
law and the total transformation of these formerly 
Christian countries into repressive Islamic states. 

Exaggeration? Consider that the Netherlands' 
justice minister, Piet Hein Donner, recently an
nounced he would welcome Sharia law to his Euro
pean nation - already rapidly filling up with Mus
lims- if the majority votes for it. Under Sharia, just 
as in Arab-Muslim nations currently under this strict 
Islamic legal system like Saudi Arabia, Europe may 
see amputations - as prescribed in the Quran - as 
punishment for certain crimes; women publicly 
flogged and sometimes hanged or stoned to death for 
adultery or other so-called "crimes against chastity"; 
and death sentences for leaving the Muslim religion, 
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or even for preaching Christianity, as occurs in Paki
stan under its notorious "blasphemy laws." 

What about America? Though the percentage of 
Muslims in this huge nation is much lower than in 
Europe, the growth of radical Islam already has a 
powerful foothold in many parts of American soci
ety. Beyond the rapid proliferation of Saudi-funded 
mosques, Islamic centers and schools teaching hatred 
for America, consider the nation's prison system. 

"Radical Muslim chaplains, trained in a foreign 
ideology, certified in foreign-financed schools, and 
acting in coordination to impose an extremist agenda 
have gained a monopoly over Islamic religious activi
ties in American state, federal, and city prisons and 
jails," says author Stephen Schwartz. "Imagine each 
prison Islamic community as a little Saudi kingdom 
behind prison walls, without the amenities. They 
have effectively induced American authorities to es
tablish a form of "state Islam" or "'government-certi
fied Islam" in correctional systems." 

Despite all this, most politicians and journalists 
in the West - whether out of sympathy or out of 
fear of having their throats cut- are afraid to criti
cize Islam publicly. Yet if radical Islam can succeed in 
throttling all criticism, from the pope on down, it 
will have succeeded in imposing de facto sharia law 
- that prohibits all criticism of Islam or its prophet 
- on the entire world. 

Bedside 
Manners 
by Katie Maxwell 

A trained hospital counselor provides a short course 
of practical "dos and don'ts" for visiting the sick, 
listing support organizations, resources, and appro
priate scriptures to use. 0-8010-6265-9 pb, 112 pgs. 

$12.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 



Potpourri ... 
Todd DuBord, a California preacher whose 

research revealed a strategy by the U.S. 
Supreme Court to eliminate references to the 

Ten Commandments in its own artwork, is asking 
Snopes.com and TruthOrFiction.com, internet watch
dogs to fix their mistakes on the issue. 

One state Supreme Court was following suit, and 
in a photograph of its team of justices, blurred part 
of the photograph because it would have shown the 
Ten Commandments on the wall behind them. 

DuBord, whose work resulted in his formal re
quests to those national treasures that they correct 
the information distributed, now, is asking the two 
accuracy-focused websites to correct similar mistakes 
in their materials. 

"Millions of people go to snopes.com and 
truthorfiction.com to get the straight scoop on Inter
net and other legends," DuBord said. However, in 
the case of describing the depictions of Moses and 
the Ten Commandments on the Supreme Court, they 
are perpetuating their own forms of cultural and re
visionist myth." 

"While much in your articles about the Ten 
Commandment depictions on or in the U.S. Supreme 
Court Building is correct, I respectfully need to point 
out a couple of errors in your investigations, and 
trust you will make the appropriate changes," he 
wrote to the sites. 

The Snopes article is: "Religious symbols and ref
erences abound in U.S. capital buildings and the words 
of America's founders" while the TruthOrFiction 
item is "Evidences of Faith in the Buildings, Memori
als, and Forefathers of the United States-Truth!, Fic
tion! & Unproven!?" 

DuBord notes that Snopes references "two repre
sentations of Moses" on the building, but there actu
ally are four - on the South Wall Frieze in the court, 
on the East Pediment, on the Exterior Portrait Me
dallions and on the frieze in the Great Hall. 

Regarding the Eastern Pediment representation, 
Snopes says, ''And although many viewers might as
sume Moses is holding a copy of the Ten Command
ments in this depiction, the two tablets in his arms 
are actually blank." 

TruthOrFiction concludes similarly: "The two 
tablets in his afms are actually blank." 

"Your comments infer that, by holding two tab
lets that are blank, they are plausibly not the Ten 
Commandments. Is there another alternative to the 
identity of these 'blank' tablets? Are there any other 
tablets he carried down from Mt. Sinai?" DuBord 
asked. 

"In the South Wall Frieze in the Courtroom, 
Moses is clearly holding a tablet, with the last five 
commandments written in Hebrew. Should we 
merely assume the inside frieze tablet represents five 
of the Ten Commandments and the outside Eastern 
pediment tablets do not represent the Ten Com
mandments in whole because they are blank? Again, 
what else would Moses be holding?" 

He also pointed out the references to the oak 
doors, which display tablets carrying Roman numer
als 1-V and VI-X. 

Those "can represent something other than the 
Ten Commandments," according to Snopes, and ac
cording to TruthOrFiction are "symbolic representa
tions," 

The Supreme Court's own documentation from 
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the 1970s show those to be the Ten Commandments, 
although that language "evolved" over the next 20 
years to become "symbolic representations," DuBord 
noted (WorldNetDaily.com- Nov. 24, 2006). 

[How sad that being PC requires a perversion of 
history ... similar to religious liberalism rewriting 
Bible history to accommodate its prejudice ... 
maybe, even, comparable to some universities re
writing restoration history to assuage denomina
tions, and make the church purchased by the blood 
of Jesus more palatable to the disobedient. -editor] 

Abortion and Depression 
OWomen who have abortions are risking depres

sion and other mental illness and should be told of 
the dangers, a group of leading doctors says today. 

In a letter to The Times, 15 senior obstetricians 
and psychiatrists say that new evidence has uncov
ered a clear link between abortion and mental illness 
in women with no previous history of psychological 
problems. 

Women who have had abortions have twice the 
level of psychological problems and three times the 
level of depression as women who have given birth 
or never been pregnant, they say. 

Their letter, which comes on the anniversary of 
the legislation of abortion 29 years ago, says that the 
medical profession can no longer "play down" the 
links between depression and abortion and that the 
risk to mental heath must be weighed up in the deci
sions to approve abortions on ground of a risk to the 
mother (London Times, Oct. 27, 2006). 

Abortions 
OSIOUX FALLS, S.D. - In the downtown head

quarters of those opposing a ban on nearly all abor
tions in this state, there are notes from around the 
country taped up and down the hallway: "They need 
to butt out of women's lives" and "Why did S.D. 
vote for this?" 

On the other side of town, in a warehouse deco
rated in pink, the supporters of the ban doggedly 
work a phone bank, in some cases young children 
playing nearby. 

The battle here over a statewide ballot measure 
to install one of the country's strictest anti-abortion 
laws is playing out in television commercials, yard 
signs and Sunday sermons. It is also drawing the at
tention of national advocates on both sides of the 
abortion debate, who are watching the campaign 
with deep intensity and even fear. 

Both sides predict that the outcome of the vote in 
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South Dakota could send the country's .broader de
bate over abortion rights swerving in new directions, 
and will set the tone for the fate of similarly strict 
laws being considered in nearly a dozen other states. 

[Follow-up ... SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) - A bal
lot measure that would ban nearly all abortions in 
South Dakota was rejected on Nov 7, 2006. With 
59% of the precincts reporting, opponents of the 
ban had 55%, or 98,182 votes, to the supporters' 
45%, or 79,444 votes.] 

Homosexuals Not Gay 
OFLINT, MICH (ABP)- On Aug. 29, 2006 the 

Woodside Church became the first American Baptist 
congregation in Michigan to be disaffiliated by its lo
cal "sister church" because of its stance on homo
sexuality. 

The North Area Baptist Association, a 10-county 
group of Baptist congregation belonging to the 
American Baptist Churches USA, voted 18-3 to 
break ties with the church because of its acceptance 
of practicing sodomites (Submitted by Elvin 
DeShazo). 

lamadan 
OTOURS, France - Historians calculate that the 

Umayyad Caliphate - that met its match at the 
Battle of Tours - was the mightiest military power 
on earth in the year 732. That the defeat occurred 
during Ramadan, the Islamic holy days, still rankles 
many Muslims. 

A Muslim website devoted to the restoration of 
the Caliphate, or Islamic empire, features a recollec
tion of the Battle of Tours, 

Clearly Allah has blessed the believers with 
many victories in the past in the blessed 
month of Ramadan .... The conquests deeper 
into France were continued by Abdur 
Rahman, who even captured Bordeaux, Lyon, 
Sens and finally Tours. But it was at Tours 
where a reversal of fortune began for the 
Muslims. In Ramadan 732 CE the Islamic 
army was defeated by the Frankish army led 
by Charles Martel. The causes for the Mus
lims defeat here though could be linked to 
glaring internal problems including emerging 
rivalries between Berber and Arab factions 
and the immense booty they were carrying 
from earlier successes in southern France, 
which limited their maneuverability. 

The Web-savvy Muslim who hosts this site may 
have drawn his conclusion from Arab chroniclers of 
the time: 



Near the river Owar (Loire River) the two 
great hosts of the two languages and the two 
creeds were set in array against each other. 
The hearts of Abderrahman, his captains and 
his men were filled with wrath and pride, and 
they were the first to begin to fight. The Mos
lem horsemen dashed fierce and frequent for
ward against the battalions of the Franks, who 
resisted manfully, and many fell dead on ei
ther side, until the going down of the sun. 
Night parted the two armies: but in the grey 
of the morning, the Moslems returned to the 
battle. Their cavaliers had soon hewn their 
way into the center of the Christian host. But 
many of the Moslems were fearful for the 
safety of the spoil which they had stored in 
their tents, and a false cry arose in their ranks 
that some of the enemy were plundering the 
camp; whereupon several squadrons of the 
Moslem horsemen rode off to protect their 
tents. 

Cyber chatter recalling crucial battles of 1,300 
years ago has grown with the recent declassification 
of al-Qaida documents, including those recovered af
ter the June 2006 air strike that killed Abu Musab al
Zarqawi. That document indicates that al-Qaida 
senses its failures are compounding, that they are los
ing ground against the U.S. and allied forces in the 
War on Terror. 
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News 
OTwo teenage girls who attend Lamar High 

School were charged with assault after a brutal attack 
on campus. 

Audrina Garza says she was pummeled on the 
field during P.E. class because she couldn't speak 
Spanish. 

The 15 -year-old sophomore said the Hispanic 
girls attacked her even though she's also Hispanic. 

"I told them that I wasn't going to do anything, 
that I don't know them and I wasn't going to do any
thing," said Garza. "I told them you're in America." 

'~nd they said, 'Well you're a Mexican and you 
should know' and that's when the girl punched me," 
said Garza. 

She ended up in an emergency room. Doctors or
dered X-rays and tests for internal bleeding. She was 
treated and released but the shock has not gone away 
(Houston Chronicle, Sunday, Nov. 5, 2006). 

Charismatic 
OThe Elmbrook Church in Waukesha, Wiscon

sin, in its worship has dancers, live animal shows, 
Veggie Tales extravaganzas, rock concerts, fun festi
vals, and an endless array of sports and entertain
ment. 

Paul Gowdy, formerly a preacher of the Toronto 
Vineyard church, describes "worship" in which he 
participated as: "I watched people pretend to be ani
mals, bark, roar, cluck, pretend to fly as if they had 
wings, perpetually act drunk and sing silly songs. 
How I thought this was from the Holy Spirit amazes 
me today." 

Shocier 
OA community leader who would "offer a hom

ily during worship services" and facilitated his 
congregation's "opening our doors to all people re
gardless of sexual orientation" has been given a slap 
on the hand after pleading guilty to extensive child 
pornography offenses involving children as young as 
six. 

Authorities say Andrew Douglas Reed, 53, who 
reported for an abbreviated jail term just a few weeks 
ago, had pleaded guilty to a page-long list of counts 
of 2nd-degree sexual exploitation of a minor. 

Court records in the Asheville, N.C., case said he 
admitted that he would "record, develop and dupli
cate material containing a visual representation of a 
minor engaging in sexual activity." That activity is 
defined by state law as including masturbation, inter
course and "touching - in apparent sexual stimula-
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tion or sexual abuse - of the genitals, pubic area or 
buttocks." 

However, instead of the 967 months in jail
nearly 81 years -for which he was liable, Judge 
Robert Lewis, another Democrat, gave him, in a plea 
bargain with the office of District Attorney Ron 
Moore, a 10-12 month sentence. 

His offenses involved a long list of counts that he 
used the Internet to collect and share graphic child 
pornography - mostly involving children as young 
as six who were filmed "engaged in sex acts with 
adults or other children," according to a local news 
report. 

"You acquire the kid, you abuse the kid on camera, 
and get a 10-month sentence?" (WorldNetDaily.com, 
Nov. 25, 2006). 

Sow and Reap 
OSAN FRANCISCO - A former University of 

San Francisco professor and dean of the School of 
Education has agreed to plead guilty to possessing 
more than 15,000 pictures of child pornography, in
cluding many depicting sadistic. or masochistic con
tent, federal prosecutors said today. 

William Garner, 66, has also agreed to a sentence 
of five years and three months in federal prison, a 
$12,500 fine and a $50,000 payment to a child 
abuse prevention center, prosecutors said. He is 
scheduled to be in court Dec. 7. 

Garner is a former professor at USF's School of 
Education and was co-founder of the school's Center 
for Instruction and Technology in 1984, while he 
was serving as dean. According t.o the university's 
Web site, his most recent job included overseeing 
graduate courses and programs in educational tech
nology. 

USF spokesman Gary McDonald said today that 
Garner severed his ties with the university earlier this 
year and is no longer an employee. 

In his plea agreement, Garner admits knowingly 
possessing more than 15,000 images of child por
nography that he obtained from the Internet, U.S. 
Attorney Kevin Ryan's office said. "The children de
picted in these images are victims of horrible abuse," 
Ryan said in a statement. "We will vigorously pros
ecute individuals possessing these materials" (San 
Francisco Chronicle, Nov. 15, 2006). 

3 Christian Groups 
flThree U.S. Christian denominations are taking 

strong measures this week to condemn homosexual 
acts as sinful. 
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The nation's Roman Catholic bishops, meeting 
in. Baltimore, declared Tuesday that Catholics who 
minister to gays must firmly adhere to the church's 
teaching that same-sex attractions are "disordered." 
Catholics with "a homosexual inclination" shoulc;l be 
encouraged to live in chastity and discouraged from 
making "general public announcements" about their 
sexual orientation, the bishops said. 

The largest Baptist group in North Carolina, 
meanwhile, moved to expel any congregation that 
condones homosexuality, adopting a policy that al
lows the Baptist State Convention to investigate 
complaints that member churches are too "gay
friendly." 

And on Wednesday in Pittsburgh, the Presbyte
rian Church (U.S.A.), a mainline Protestant denomi
nation with about 3 million members, will put a min
ister on trial for conducting a marriage ceremony for 
two women. 

The decisions are part of a mounting backlash in 
many U.S. denominations against church groups 
whose stated goal is not only to welcome but also to 
"affirm" gay congregants. For many religious groups, 
the biblical injunction to hate the sin but love the sin
ner is no longer sufficient, because many believers do 
not view homosexuality as a sin (Washington Post, 
Nov. 15, 2006). 

Criticism 
O"It has been wittily said, that in Madrid, pro

vided you avoid saying anything concerning govern
ment, or religion, or politics, or morals, or states
men, or bodies of reputation, or the opera, or any 
other public amusement, or any one who is engaged 
in any business, you may print what you please, un
der correction of two or three censors" (McCrie). 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leary Brownlow 

This volume is devoted to the development of the 
children of God in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles given in the 
Bible, which, when properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian in facing every situation 
of life. 
$4.00 plus $2.25 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Pillars ollslam 
®Another school has been "teaching" Islam by 

having students study and learn Muslim prayers and 
dress as Muslims, and a lawyer who argued a previ
ous dispute over this issue to the U.S. Supreme Court 
said such methodologies wouldn't "last 10 seconds" 
if it were Christianity being taught. 

Parent Kendalee Garner objected to having her 
son being taught Islam and to the time the public 
school system spends on the subject. 

She said that her 13-year-old son is being "indoc
trinated that Islam is a religion of peace, and being 
dressed up as a Muslim, being taught prayers, and 
scriptures out of the Quran." 

"I just don't understand the ban on Christianity 
but Islam has free rein," she said. 

Teachers were having students memorize Islamic 
prayers, wear Islamic dress and learn to behave as a 
Muslim under the guise of studying history 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Oct. 10, 2006). 

God 
{9>Nearly half of Americans are not sure God ex

ists, according to a poll that also found divisions 
among the public on whether God is male or female 
or whether God has a human form and has control 
over events. 

The survey conducted by Harris Poll found that 
42 percent of US adults are not "absolutely certain" 
there is a God compared to 34 percent who felt that 
way when asked the same question three years ago. 

Among the various religious groups, 76 percent 
of Protestants, 64 percent of Catholics and 30 per
cent of Jews said they are "absolutely certain" there 
is a God while 93 percent of Christians who describe 
themselves as "Born Again" feel certain God exists. 

When questioned on whether God is male or fe
male, 36 percent of respondents said they think God 
is male, 37 percent said neither male nor female and 
10 percent said "both male and female." 

Only one percent think of God as a fema le, ac
cording to the poll. 

Asked whether God has a human form, 41 percent 
said they think of God as "a spirit or power that can 
take on human form but is not inherently human." 

As to whether God controls events on Earth, 29 
percent believe that to be the case while 44 percent 
said God "observes but does not control what hap
pens on Earth." 

The survey was conducted online between Octo
ber 4 and 10 among 2,010 U.S. adults. 

Dance 
{~i(We print the following with misgiving ... the 

apprehension is that a misguided leader may be en
thralled by the prospect of praising God in dance, 
order the material for immature students, and inject 
the practice into the worship along with other inno
vations - instrumental music, prayer wheels, incense, 
bell ringing, holy water, and such like. While that is 
an honest concern, it is also true that those who have 
little to no regard for Bible authority will invent such 
folly for themselves with or w ithout our help.) 

Following is an advertisement that arrived at our 
email box. 

"Churches across the country are excited about 
Dance Praise! It's like Dance Dance Revolution 
(DDR) for the PC - only better since it includes 
music from top Christian artists, including tobyMac, 
ZOEgi rl, Audio Adrenaline, Steven Curtis Chapman, 
Newsboys, Sanctus Real, Out of Eden, and more. 
And now, you can save 25% off the retail value by 
taking advantage of this special Dance Praise offer 
and receive a free bonus with your purchase! 

Classic Survey of World History 

Annals of the World 
by James Ussher 

This important literary work updated from the 
17th-century original Latin manuscript to modern 
English available to the general public for the first 
time. The fascinating history of the ancient world 
from the Genesis creation through the destruction 
of the Jerusalem temple can be found in its pages. 
0890513600, 960 pgs., size 11.7x8.8 

• What really happened when the sun "went back
ward" as a sign to Hezekiah? 
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"The Super Deluxe Combo Pack is perfect for 
Youth Groups. It includes: 

Dance Praise- hit PC game that turns your com
puter into a dance arcade with over 50 Christian hits. 

3 Expansion Packs - Modern Worship, Hip
Hop/Rap, Pop & Rock Hits- each providing 35 ex
tra songs with new steps. 

2 super deluxe dance pads- our highest quality 
pads with 1" extra dense foam for maximum durabil
ity. 

This bundle includes over 150 songs- with 3 
dances each. That's over 450 dances for non-stop 
fun! It's a $264.70 value for only $199.95! 

lorbidden in lairlax 
OUnder a tough new Fairfax County policy, resi

dents can no longer donate food prepared in their 
homes or a church kitchen - be it a tuna casserole, 
sandwiches or even a batch of cookies - unless the 
kitchen is approved by the county, health officials 
said yesterday. 

They said the crackdown on home-cooked meals 
is aimed at preventing food poisoning among home
less people. 

But it is infuriating operators of shelters for the 
homeless and leaders of a coalition of churches that 
provides shelter and meals to homeless people dur
ing the winter. They said the strict standards for food 
served in the shelters will make it more difficult to 
serve healthy, hot meals to homeless people. The en
forcement also, they said, makes little sense. 

To help the churches prepare, the Health Depart
ment is waiving a $60 fee for certification and is 
holding additional safe food-handling classes for 
church volunteers. It is also giving churches that do 
not have approved kitchens a list of other houses of 

. worship with such facilities. 
"There's something about being able to bring a 

batch of brownies or being able to bring a home
cooked casserole to a shelter and feel like you're do
ing your part to end homelessness," she said. "That 
warm, fuzzy touch is going to go away" (Washington 
Post, Nov. 29, 2006). 

[If you want to feel warm and fuzzy, feeding con
taminated food to a street-person may be a way to 
get your ticket punched.] 

Homosexual Penguin (?) 

OAssociated Press -SHILOH, Ill. -A picture 
book about two male penguins raising a baby pen
guin is getting a chilly reception among some parents 
who worry about the book's availability to children 
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- and the reluctance of school administrators to re
strict access to it. 

The concerns are the latest involving "And Tango 
Makes Three," the illustrated children's book based 
on a true story of two male penguins in New York 
City's Central Park Zoo that adopted a fertilized egg 
and raised the chick as their own. 

Complaining about the book's homosexual un
dertones, some parents of Shiloh Elementary School 
students believe the book - available to be checked 
out of the school's library in this 11,000-resident 
town 20 miles east of St. Louis- tackles topics their 
children aren't ready to handle. 

Their request: Move the book to the library's 
regular shelves and restrict it to a section for mature 
issues, perhaps even requiring parental permission 
before a child can check it out. 

[In our judgment, it is a stretch to say that be
cause two male penguins care for a baby penguin 
that the males are therefore homosexual lovers. The 
article does not refer to the two grown boy penguins 
having a sexual relationship. Because two men join 
in taking care of a child does not mean the two men 
are sodomites.] 

Jesus Not a Socialist 
@A group of self-described "progressive" Chris

tian evangelicals calling themselves "Red Letter 
Christians," and led by the left-oriented Sojouruers 
magazine and left-oriented religious pundits like Jim 
Wallis and Tony Campolo, has recently emerged in 
the body politic. These self-proclaimed "progres
sives" have been making a lot of noise recently com
plaining about the ties that other Christian evan
gelicals have long held with the conservative move
ment in the United States. 

One policy under attack by these "progressives" 
is the conservative effort to "cut programs to the 
poor." They say that such a policy goes against Jesus 
Christ's commands in chapter 24 of the book of 
Matthew to feed those who are hungry. 

History of the Church 
from Jerusalem to Rome 

A Commentary on the Book of Acts 

by Otis Gatewood 

$15.95 Plus S5.00 s&n • Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 
Hardcover • 564 pgs. • 1567943322 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



These "Red Letter Christians" are making a lot 
of noise, but they are just a bunch of clanging cym
bals - and the love that they claim to spout has no 
truth in it whatsoever. 

What these misguided religious zealots conve
niently fail to note is that nowhere in the New Testa
ment or the other books of the Bible do Jesus Christ, 
His apostles, God the Father, the Holy Spirit, Moses 
or the Hebrew prophets command the government 
to take money from its citizens and transfer it to 
poor people (Tom Snyder, Oct. 12, 2006). 

Martyr 
OA website in Assyria is confirming that a 14-

year-old Christian boy who was working a 12-hour 
shift maintaining an electric generator has been mur
dered by Muslim insurgents. 

The Assyrian International News Agency said the 
tragedy was reported by an Assyrian language web 
page at www.ankawa.com. 

The youth was identified as Ayad Tariq, who 
lived in Baqouba, Iraq, and was at work on Oct. 21 
when a group of "disguised Muslim insurgents" went 
into the power plant shortly after his shift began at 6 
a.m. 

The website reported the insurgents asked him 
for his identification and, according to other wit
nesses who hid and stayed alive to report on the at
tack, questioned his identification card's reference to 
him as a "Christian." 

Are you truly a "Christian sinner," they asked. 
"Yes, I am Christian but I am not a sinner," here

plied. 
The insurgents then called him a "dirty Christian 

sinner," grabbed his limbs and held them while be
heading him, the witnesses reported. 

They were shouting, ''Allahu Akbar! Allahu 
Akbar!" during the murder, witnesses said (WorldNet
Daily.com, Oct. 31, 2006). 

Young Adults 
0 A poll comparing the moral and religious 

views of young adults in their 20s and 30s with the 
views of adults over 40 shows that the young adults 
are abandoning the biblical faith of their elders at an 
alarming rate, according to the Barna Group. 

In terms of morals, adults in their 20s and 30s 
were at least twice as likely as their elders to have: had 
a sexual encounter outside of marriage ... used illegal 
drugs ... gotten drunk ... used profanity in public ... 
lied ... taken revenge ... physically fought or physi-
cally abused someone . . . viewed sexually explicit 

videos ... said mean things behind someone's back 
The difference between young adults and older 

adults didn't occur only in the realm of moral behav
ior. Differences also appeared in what the two 
groups believed. 

For example, young adults were more likely than 
older adults to reject the concept of absolute truth. 
They were also significantly less likely to believe, as 
their elders do, that human beings should determine 
what is right and wrong morally by examining God's 
principles. Also, young adults were twice as likely as 
older adults to believe ethics and morality are based 
on "what is right for the person. Finally, young 
"Christian" adults were more likely than older adults 
to accept same-sex marriage and premarital sex 
(WorldNetDaily.com). 

Sir Who? 
~lPop-music legend Sir Elton John has called for 

a ban on all religion. An outspoken homosexual who · 
entered into a "civil partnership" with his boyfriend 
last year, Sir Elton has come to the conclusion that 
"religion promotes ... hatred and spite against gays." 
In this same interview he promoted a little hatred 
and spite himself, alleging that "organized religion ... 
turns people into really hateful lemmings." Leaving 
aside the implied insult to lemmings - mild, her
bivorous little creatures who do not, in fact, do the 
thing they are famous for doing - Sir Elton seems to 
have missed the point about hating the sin but loving 
the sinner. Nor does he seem to have noticed that 
hatred and spite toward homosexuals and many 
other categories of persons was a marked feature of 
the great atheistic despotisms of the ·last century, 
some of which imposed bans on religion as complete 
as anyone of Sir Elton's kind could wish. Nor ... well, 
never mind. With stupidity, as the German saying 
goes, the gods themselves struggle in vain - even 
when their worship is banned, probably (National 
Review, Dec. 4, '06). p, 
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Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some con- nect with that 
event. BKAM1 0 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Qu:stion: Please e.xplain Matthew 7:12. Does it 
mclude everythmg or exclude anything? 

Answer: The passage referred to is what we call 
.L1. "the golden rule." In the English Revised Ver
sion it reads, "So whatever you wish that others 
would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets." In conversation it is usually para
phrased, "Do unto others as you wou ld have them 
do unto you." 

The principle is the same as the second greatest 
commandment, "You shal l love your neighbor as 
yourself" (Matt. 22:39). 

All such general principles require the use of 
common sense and ethics in application. One should 
assume, for example, that the standard, "as you 
would have them do to you," is from the standpoint 
of one who is godly and desirous of doing what is 
right. One might be greedy and unethical and say, "I 
would like for someone to pay me a bribe," or, "I 
would want someone to sell me some stolen goods at 
a greatly reduced price." One could not, however, 
rightly conclude, "Therefore I shoqld do those things 
to others." 

One must also consider that likes and dislikes dif
fer. When my wife is sick, she likes to be provided 
the absolute necessities and otherwise left as com
pletely alone as possible until she gets well. I, on the 
other hand, like to be petted, rubbed on and cooed 
over. I want constant attention and tender loving 
care. If I do to her as I want her to do to me, it aggra
vates her. If she does to me as she wants me to do to 
her, it leaves me feeling neglected and unloved. We 
are to do to each other as we would want the other 
to do to us if we had their li kes and dislikes rather 
than our own. 

This golden rule given by Jesus is the best rule 
for governing the conduct of human beings between 
themselves that has ever been enunciated. If it were 
put into practice by all men, this earth would be very 
nearly like heave n will be. 

The golden rule contrasts with the iron rule, 
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which says, "Do to others, before they have a chance 
to do it to you." The thieves in the parable of the 
good Samaritan exemplify this rule. They said, 
"What is yours is mine, and I'll take it." And because 
they were big enough, they did. 

The golden rule is also superior to the silver rule 
enunciated by Confucius and others. It says, "Do no~ 
do to others what you would not have them do to 
you." It is much better than the iron rule, but it is 
d:ficient because it requires no positive action, no 
gtving, no sacrifice. The priest and the Levite exem
plify this rule. They did not beat, rob or hurt the 
man. They would not have done as the thieves did. 
They said, "What is yours is yours, and you can keep 
it. " But because they were unconcerned, they left 
him to die. 

The golden rule, "Do to others as you would 
have them do to you," is exemplified by the Samari
tan. He said to the man who needed a neighbor, 
"What is mine is yours, and you can have it if you 
need it." He gave his time, his provisions, his animal 
and his money, and he promised, if anything else 
were needed, to provide that also. 

Jesus not only gave the golden rule; he lived it. 
He loved us more than he loved himself; he gave 
himself for us. He told the parable of the good Sa
maritan to a lawyer who wanted to argue how the 
go lden ru le should be applied . Jesus told him to do 
it, rather than to argue about its application and limi
tations. 

Dean- College of Biblical Studies, Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. • Montgomery, AL 36109 

cmay@faulkner.edu 
FF 

New Truth for Today Commentary 
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Hardback • 658 pgs. 

$29.95 plus $5.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.nonhernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (lh mL east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box minister. 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44c1> Ave., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
available 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Somerville- Union Church of Christ, 4626 Hwy Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
36 E, one mile east of Hwy 67. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (205) 778-8961 or 
778-8955 

- California -

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Aurora (Denver)- East Alameda Church of 
Christ, 13605 E. Alameda Ave., 80012. Sun. 9 
a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (303) 344-
4050 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine- St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 
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The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in ~~Pentecostalism· or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25o/o tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888} 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(e11larged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3 ' x 5 7/o'. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCMOI 

$2.50 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q,nestious 
aud Auswers 
by Cuy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lee· 
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... eKJL02 $21 .49 

54.00 s&hlone book • 54. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This class ic, pocket-s ized book 
{3lo'l'x5W) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycslcrday and Today 
by llurlon CofTmnn 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367·6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
Ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus 53.75 s&h • Texas res idents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still. 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so: whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
Imperial Hwy Church of Chris t is seeking a full
time pulpit minister. Five or more years 
experience is preferred. Congregation of about 
90, with elders, deacons, and teachers. Must be 
founded in the t ruth and able to convey it to 
others both publicly and private. Wife must be 
act ive in the church. Salary and three bedroom 
house provided. Send resume with references, 
and video o r audio tape of three recent sermons. 
Send to the church do elders at 8321 Imperial 
Hwy., Downey, CA, 90242. (562) 927-6987 

Full-time preacher wanted in Ferriday, LA. Approx. 
75-80 atte ndance. 3-bdrm, 2-bath home provided. 
Send resume, references, and rape, CD, or DVD o f 
recent sermon to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 724, 
Ferriday, LA 71334. Contacts: Bill King (318) 757-
3657; J.L. Barker (3 18) 757-2618; Mike Barker 
(3 18) 757-3676. (An n. preacher search.) 

Spiritually matured, full-time minister w:mted for 
small (25 +) congregation. 3-bd, 2-bath house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send resume with 
references, photo, audio or video to Bill Johnson, 
11 6 Miller Ave., Louisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773-5820. Located 30 miles from Mississippi State 
Univ. and Magnolia Bible College. 

The lOth & Rockford church o f Christ in T ulsa, 
O K is seeki ng a fu ll-time associate minister who is 
dedicated to the truth and can preach, reach, 
evangelize, and work with the yomh. We arc a 
congregatio n of 200+ me mbers with elders, 
deacons, and a pu lpit minister. We arc comrni ned 
to sound doctrine and support many missionary 
works. lnrerested candidates sho ul d send their 
resume, references, and a taped sermon to 1Oth & 
Rockford church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 A TT: Elders or email your resume 
to RockfordCofC@aol.com 

The Church o f Christ at Richwood, a small 
congregation commined to the gospel, is seeki ng a 
full-time preacher. We will fu rn ish a salary, p lus a 
4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. Richwood is on the 
gulf coast about 50 miles south of Houston , TX, 
on Hwy 288. Contact Mike Haschke (979-297-
4259, mhaschke@earthlink.net) o r Gil Yoder (281 -
54 1-759 1, yoder@oabs.org) for more information. 

Cent ral Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
patio n, subject to oversight o f rhe elders. Primary 
responsibi lities are o rganizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum fo r all ages, coordinat ing 
and providing training for Bible class reachers. 
Other responsibil ities include activities areas in 
admi nistration as a cooperative ream member on 

the min isterial staff of Cermal, teaching, occasiona l 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Cenrer. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about I 00 
miles north o f Houston. Info about our ciry is 
available at www.ci. lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Chrisr,7 11 N. 
Second Sr., Lufkin ,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304 ; 
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and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salar)' of 
$23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send resume, copy of sermon 
rape, and your pic111rc to Westside Church of 
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(We continue our reprint of brother Brewer's incisive review of a couple of apostates - Reedy and Etter. As 
Demas forsook Paul these two brothers forsook the restored church to align with a liberal denomination about 
70 years ago. They persisted in blaming their former associates. Brother Brewer thought it necessary to respond. 
We are glad he did. Once again the church is faced with still another departure. It has ever been true that people 
in their carnality will turn away from God and his truth. Paul warned against this fatal human tendency (2 
Tim. 4: 1-4; 2 Thess. 2: 1-11). j esus in his letters to the seven Asiatic churches sounded the same admonition 
(Rev. 2 and 3). Human nature remains pretty much the same through all the years. The words and reasoning of 
the venerable G. C. Brewer are therefore appropriate to every generation. Would that brother Brewer were still 
alive so we could thank him personally, but he has moved on to higher ground. His words still live and continue 
to be pertinent.) 

''From Which Some Having Swerved Have 
Turned Aside Unto Vain Talking'' 

By G. C. Brewer 

But the end of the charge is love out of a 
pure heart and a good conscience 
and faith unfeigned : from which 

things some having swerved have turned aside 
unto vain ta lking; desiring to be teachers of 
the law, though they understand neither what 
they say, no r whereof they confidently affirm 
(Tim. 1 :6-7). 

They profess that they know God; but by 
their works they deny him, being abominable, 
and disobedient, and unto every good work 
reprobate" (Titus 1: 16). 

I will come with the mighty acts of the Lord 
Jehovah: I will make mention of thy righ
teousness, even of Thine only (Psa. 71: 16). 

In some of the preceding chapters of this review 
we have seen that Brothers Reedy and Etter long ago 
ceased to believe the things that they had once pro-

fessed and preached. When their views changed they 
could not, of course, preach in good faith the things 
they had come to despise; hence for some time their 
faith had not been the unfeigned kind - what faith 
they h~d was feigned and some of us knew it. 

Nor could they have a good conscience while 
they were aligned with a people with whose views 
they did not agree or sympathize. Naturally, they 
could not have love out of a pure heart if their own 
hearts condemned them; and they could not love 
people who were suspicious of them and concerning 
whom they felt themselves very superior. So it is evi
dent that Reedy and Etter definitely swerved from 
these things. Then when they gave their "reasons" 
for their disaffection and departure they certainly 
turned aside unto vain talking if any m,an ever did. 
That is the point to be made clear in this chapter. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Inscrutable 
or Understandable? 

By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

Jesus, through the lips of the apostle Peter, 
promised all those who in faith repent and 
are baptized to receive the remission of 
sins " the gift of the H oly Spirit" (Acts 

2:3 8). 
The word Holy in connection with Spirit 

demonstrates the sacredness, majesty, and fear
fulness of this promise. That word - holy 
(hagios- meaning "an awful thing") is used in 
the New Testament exclusively to connote tran
scendent beings and places. 

We must not take lightly, nor regard casually, the promise of 
"the g ift of the Holy Spirit," but it must be considered as a 
weighty matter of grace and salvation. 

Serious students of the Bible recognize the value and wonder 
of this exquisite promise. 

What is uthe gift of the Holy Spirit"? 

There are at least three positions on what "the gift of the Holy 
Spirit" means: 

1. Some say this promise means that the Holy Spirit is directly 
and immediately in the physical body of the baptized believer, and 
does stupendous (unaccountable) things for the saint. 

2. Some others say this awesome Spirit quiescently dwells in 
the body of the saint. He hibernates in the baptized believer and 
does nothing detectable- nothing a t all. He is there but you can
not detect it. 

3 . Still others say the "gift of the Holy Spirit" is the Holy 
Spirit living in the saved through the medium of the word, which 
is God's power to save, and does impressively great things fo r the 
saint. 

All believers agree that the Holy Spirit is in the saved, but seri
ously disagree as to how he dwells in the child of God. There is no 
debate over the fact, but there is much d issension over the 
method. 

Well, which is it? 
We have idenrified three positions ... (1) the Holy Spirit is in 

us but does nothing (2) the Holy Spirit is in us and does stunning 
things for us (3) the Holy Spirit dwells in us, guides and blesses us 
only through his sword, which is "the word of God" (Eph. 6: 17). 



The discussion is between the mysterious and the comprehen
sible - the known and the unknown. 

Let us attempt again to resolve this question - How does the 
Holy Spirit indwell the child of God? 

Here are some known factors: 
Many of the people in Corinth, when Paul visited their city in 

the first century, heard the gospel, believed it, and were baptized 
unto remission of sins (Acts 18:8; 2:38). 

• The Corinthian saints received "the gift of the Holy Spirit." 
That should be a given in view of Luke's plain statement that 
"many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized." 
They turned from idolatry to Christ, which is proof of their repen
tance. "Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be 
blotted out, that so there may come seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19). 

• We are compelled to believe that the "many" of Acts 18:8 
received the "gift of the Holy Spirit." Read the command and the 
promise again, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." For emphasis I reiterate 
... "and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Notice the 
word shall. Thayer says it is imperative- necessary or unavoid
able. 

• The Holy Spirit was in them. They had the "gift of the Holy 
Spirit." 

The questions are: What did they have? What did the Holy 
Spirit do for them? How did the Holy Spirit do whatever he did 
for these converts to Christ? 

If, as some say, the Holy Spirit swamped them with marvelous, 
inexplicable endowments, they would have been "blue ribbon be
lievers." 

Think about it! 
Wayne Wells (wayneqodofmercy.com) says what many think 

but refuse to say, that the Holy Spirit in us - the gift of the Holy 
Spirit- does the following in an extra-literary way: 

• Gives us joy, peace and hope- Rom. 15:13 
· • Strength - Eph. 3: 14-16 
• Sanctification- 1 Thess. 5:23-24 
• Holiness -1 Thess. 3:12-13 
• Love and patience - 2 Thess. 3:5 
• Peace- 2 Thess. 3:16 
• Discernment- Phil. 1:9-11 
• Fills us with knowledge, spiritual wisdom, and understand

ing- Col. 1:9-11 
• Gives us perfect obedience to the word of God - Heb. 

13:20-21 
• Ability to resist false teaching- 1 Pet. 5:9-11 
• Boldness- Eph. 6:18-20 
• Unity - Rom. 15:5-6 
(Wells, by the way, is of the unsubstantiated opinion that the 

Holy Spirit does all this by direct, inexplicable influence. That is, 
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the Holy Spirit gives us knowledge, spiritual wis
dom, understanding, and perfect obedience in some 
unknowable way. It is a mystery, according to Wells.) 

The Corinthian brethren of the first century had 
all this . . . because hearing the gospel, they had be
lieved it, and were baptized (Acts 18:8). 

If the "gift of the Holy Spirit" is the Holy Spirit 
himself living in the child of God giving him the wis
dom that is from above Uames 1 :5) and empowering 
him to obey every precept of the Almighty, then 
those who have it should be in a state of sinless per
fection. 

They should be "a fullgrown man, unto the mea
sure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." If the 
Holy Spirit, who is God, informs, instructs, inter
prets, teaches, and then enables perfect obedience, 
then those who have this benefit should be complete. 

If they had the Holy Spirit personally in them 
personally, and were recipients of Paul's prayers, and 
therefore had peace, hope, strength, sanctification, 
holiness, love, patience, discernment, knowledge, 
wisdom, understanding, perfect obedience to the 
will of God, ability to resist false teaching, boldness, 
and unity. 

Wow! What more could they have? 
The saints at Corinth in Paul's day were 

fullgrown in Christ. They had the "gift of the Holy 
Spirit," and the prayers of Paul. 

So, that just about settles the matter. 
But wait a minute! 
Let us look at Paul's first letter to the church of 

God at Corinth (1 Cor. 1 :2). Were they perfect ... 
fulfilled ... complete? Here is what Paul said about 
them: 

I could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, 
but as unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ (1 
Cor. 3:1). 

I fed you with milk, not with meat; for ye 
were not yet able to bear it: nay, not even now 
are ye able (1 Cor. 3 :2). 

Ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among 
you jealousy and strife; are ye not carnal, and 
do ye not walk after the manner of men? (1 
Cor. 3:3). 

What is wrong here? 
These baptized believers, who had received the 

"gift of the Holy Spirit," were carnal, babes, unable 
to take meat, filled with jealously and strife. They 
were seriously divided and separated into factions (1 
Cor. 1:10-12). There were contentions among them. 
They were not united. 
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Is this the Holy Spirit working directly in them, 
separate from the gospel? Is this the "gift of the Holy 
Spirit?" What are we to conclude? 

The Corinthians "hearing, believed, and were 
baptized." They had the "gift of the Holy Spirit" 
(Acts 2:38). Still, the Corinthians were imperfect (1 
Cor. 3:1-3). 

What conclusion can we reach? 
It must be that the "gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 

2:38) does not guarantee spiritual maturity. 
If the Holy Spirit, who is God, is in me person

ally and immediately, then my life. is complete. 
If I am not complete, the Holy Spirit is not in me 

personally. 

On the Other Hand 

If the Holy Spirit is in me through the engrafted 
word (Col. 3:16-17 and Eph. 5:18-19), and influ
ences my conduct as I allow the gospel to direct my 
actions, then my Spiritual sensibleness is the direct 
result of my willingness to follow the word of God. 

That squares with Jesus' statement, "He that 
rejecteth me, and recdveth not my sayings, hath one 
that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same 
shall judge him in the last day" Uohn 12:48). 

"Therefore as the tongue of fire devoureth the 
stubble, and as the dry grass sinketh down in the 
flame, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their 
blossom shall go up as dust; because they have re
jected the law off ehovah of hosts,. and despised the 
word of the Holy One of Israel.,, 

"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will 
not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in 
my name, I will require it of him., 

"Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc
tion which is in righteousness. That the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely unto every 
good work." 

If you would be "furnished completely unto every 
good work," you must look to the God-breathed 
scriptures and carefully follow inspired instructions. 
You must "let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 
in all wisdom teaching and a_dmonishing one an
other." 
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•From Which Some Having Swerved Have Turned Aside 
Unto Vain Talking'' 
(continued on page 5) 

If these men had announced that they had de
parted from the faith and are now atheists, they 
would have had recourse to all the arguments those 
rationalists of all the ages have used against the faith 
of Christians. They could have barraged us with blas
phemies. They did not do this. Therefore they were 
cut off from the arguments of unbelievers except in 
the disguised style that all Modernists use. 

If they did not, then, make an attack upon Chris
tianity itself upon the Church of the New Testament. 
What method of approach did they use? 

Did they attack the plea for undenominational 
Christianity? Did they show that it is impossible to
day for people to become and be simple Christians 
nothing more and nothing less? Did they even at
tempt to show that men might not now become and 
be just such as Paul was? Did they argue that faith in 
Christ followed by a faithful obedience to his word 
would not now save a soul? Did they try to convince 
us that we are wrong in following the teaching of the 
New Testament and in doing that which - and only 
that which - the New Testament churches prac
ticed? 

These are the principles from which they had de
parted and which they now assumed themselves able 
to overthrow! 

Did they do it? 
No, they did not. They evaded the issue. They 

treated the church of Christ as a sect and then found 
fault with that sect - not for being a sect, of course, 
but for being too narrow a sect to accommodate the 
educated Reedy and the spoiled-child Etter. 

That exactly analyzes and characterizes their rea
soning. 

If we should grant that everything they say 
against the sect they were attacking is correct, that 
would still leave those of us who do not belong to 
the sect untouched. 

And if we should admit, which we do not, that 
we have all formed ourselves into a sect and that we 
are guilty as charged, that would still not prove that 
men may not yet become and be Christians and not 
join our sect or any other. In other words, nothing 
they say in any way affects the plea for the New Tes
tament Church - for simple apostolic Christianity. 

They joined a sect and attempted to justify them
selves by trying to prove that what they left was a 
sect. They left one sect and joined another. The logic 
of this is the same as that used by two little waifs in a 
back alley battle. One says, "You're a liar!" The other 
quickly retorts: "You're an nudder!" 

Which of course means, "I am a liar, but you are 
one also." 

But as further proof that these men engaged in 
"vain talking" let us have a look at a few examples. 

1. Brother Reedy says : 
I will confess that I have struggled for years 

within myself trying to reconcile certain prac
tices and attitudes of the Church of Christ, as 
I know it, with the spirit and teaching of our 
Lord and His apostles. 

When it finally came to the point that I had 
to say and teach what I sincerely believed in 
order to be true to myself and to my God, I 
found that I could not do that, without being 
not only criticized but ostracized and regarded 
as "not loyal," "off color," "unsound," and the 
like. The church has devised a formal pattern, 
to ·which one must conform even to stereo
typed phraseology, if one is to retain favor 
with "those who seemed to be somewhat" Ga
latians 2:6. A deep conviction which told me 
that I must be true to what I believed was right 
and what God wanted me to do, moved me to 
rebel against such intolerance. I could not be 
true to myself and to God, and remain in the 
fellowship of the Church of Christ. 

Now if Brother Reedy belonged to nothing except 
that which the Lord founded and believed nothing 
except that which was taught by "our Lord and his 
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apostles" then why did he depart from that church 
and from that teaching? If he did belong to something 
else, why did he belong to that sect? But as a gospel 
preacher he encountered criticism, and intolerance! 
No doubt he did. So have we all, but will we deny the 
Lord because some men persecute us for our faith? Is 
that the attitude and spirit of "our Lord and of his 
apostles"? Or, suppose some of our brethren are igno
rant and bigoted and cannot see all the beauty and 
truth that we who have had advantages they never 
had, see? Should we therefore become intolerant to
ward them and treat them with contempt? Should we 
not show the attitude and spirit of "Our Lord and his 
apostles" toward them-be patient and longsuffering 
and teach them? (2 Tim. 2:24-26; 1 Thess. 5:14). 
Whom are we to teach- those who know as much as 
we do or those who do not know so much? Which is 
the worst sin, the intolerance of ignorance or the su
percilious intolerance of learning? Upon whom will 
the greater responsibility come- the man of igno
rance or the man of learning? 

There may be a Diotrephes among simple Chris
tians now as there was in the day of the Apostles and 
he may by some underserved influence or through 
some political maneuvering cause some of us who 
will not be controlled by him to suffer for a time, but 
we must not apostatize bec.ause he has. We cannot 
deny the Lord because one of his professed followers 
has betrayed him. And any brother who behaves in 
that way will soon come to the end of his road. He 
cannot "fool all the people all the time." 

Since there is no authority in the Lord's church 
to which anyone is compelled to submit except the 
authority of Christ himself, all this talk about being 
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fettered and restricted and suppressed is just vain 
talk! If Brother Reedy was accused of being "off
color," his own admission that he has for years been 
out of harmony with his brethren shows that they 
were not all blind in their judgment of him. 

2. But Reedy says: 
No one has heard the last word- it has not 

been spoken. I hope to outgrow tomorrow 
what I think and preach today. 

Ultimate truth is, of course, fixed, but my 
conception of truth is not fixed nor should it 
be. If it were, all possibility of growth would 
be ended. Within the Bible itself there are 
great growths - great developments in the 
basic concepts of truth. The attitude of the 
Church of Christ assumed at this point consti
tutes her greatest sin. She has crystallized her 
conceptions of God, Christ, the Bible, the 
Plan of Salvation and all the rest into a closed, 
completed pattern, and by so doing identifies 
these conceptions with the total truth on these 
subjects. This is wrong. It is not right to iden
tify truth with our conceptions of truth. This 
attitude on the part of the Church of Christ 
makes her intolerant and causes the good that 
is in her to defeat the best which she might 
have. This attitude closes the door against all 
progress, and forbids the voicing of any newly 
discovered truths or the expression of honest 
convictions. 

This is an amazing statement to come from a 
man who is considered a good reasoner. It shows his 
confusion and lack of any faith in God's word or in 
the Sonship of Christ. If Christ is the Son of God and 
if God has spoken to us, through him (Heb. 1:1), 
then what he says on any subject is a revelation from 
God and must of course be "the last word" on that 
subject. To deny this is to deny the Sonship of Christ. 
If the apostles made a true claim for themselves then 
they spoke as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. 
To deny their claim is to deny the inspiration of the 
New Testament. Nay, it is not only to deny that it is 
inspired it is to deny the truth of its claim and to 
brand it as a tissue of falsehoods! To admit that it is 
inspired is to say that what it says is "the last word" 
on any subject. Reedy says the last word has not been 
spoken· Therefore he denies the finality of God's 
word - which of course is equal to denying that it is 
God's word and that Christ is the Son of God and 
the Messenger from heaven? Yet Reedy asserts that 
he has not departed from the faith! 

His second statement here is even more amazing. 
He says, "I hope to outgrow tomorrow what I think 
and preach today." 



1. Why should he teach anything today if he 
hopes and expects tomorrow's developments to 
force him to discard it as outgrown and false? He 
cannot have any confidence in anything he teaches if 
he expects it to be worthless tomorrow. Even his rea
sons for leaving the church and joining the Congre
gationalists should not be considered of any value 
since Reedy himself hoped to be able to outgrow and 
discard them before they could even be set up in 
type! 

2. Since he admits that he is now teaching opin
ions that he hopes to outgrow tomorrow, why clutter 
up the world with these opinions? They are worth
less and Reedy hopes to cast them aside tomorrow, 
but some others who hear these "vain babbling" may 
not outgrow them and may hold to them to their 
own damnation! How foolish to teach them! 

3. If he has no confidence in what he teaches for 
tomorrow, why expect us to have any confidence in 
it for today? 

4. Since his opinions are so uncertain, so 
changeable, and in such a constant state of flux from 
day to day, surely the doctrines of the Church of 
Christ, even if that sect teaches all that Reedy and 
Etter charge against it, cannot be any worse than 
that. Even these false doctrines according to their al
legations have had stability enough to hold a people 
together in an unalterable contention for a hundred 
years. But the ideas and opinions and preachments of 
Reedy are such feeble things that they cannot survive 
the day they are born! 

5. His lack of stability, his state of flux, is such 
that he admits that he has no fixed moorings, There
fore he is aptly described as one who is "tossed to 
and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and the cunning craftiness 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive" (Eph. 4:14). 

His purpose and hope to outgrow and discard his 
opinions day by day, to learn more each day and 
leave all the next day, exactly fits him into Paul's de
scription of those who are "ever learning, and never 
able to come to a knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. 
2:7). 

Poor confused and deceived Man! 
But let us consider the paragraph about the "ulti

mate truth." 
Every time Reedy makes a point he contradicts 

it. He wants to argue that truth is a variable and yet 
he has to admit that "ultimate truth is fixed." Then 
what is he arguing about? Does he know any truth 
that is not "ultimate"? If not, then how can some 

truth give way for some other truth and on until we 
get to the ultimate? This is absurd. Truth is always 
consistent with all other truth and all truth is eternal. 
This statement from Reedy shows that he no longer 
believes that we are dependent upon inspiration or 
revelation for our faith or knowledge of truth. Truth, 
according to his contention is something we discover 
by our own research and experiments and it comes 
gradually until we reach ultimate truth - which is 
fixed. Non-ultimate truth is not fixed, therefore! 

He no longer believes that "grace and truth" 
come by Jesus Christ Uohn 1:17); that "ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free" 
Uohn 8:32); that "thy word is truth" Uohn 17:17); 
and that Jesus Christ is "the way, the truth and the 
life" Uohn 14:6). 

Both Reedy and Etter think that the "Church of 
Christ" has wrong conceptions of God, Christ and 
the Bible. Would it not have been refreshing to have 
these brethren give us a clear definition of God and 
Christ and the Bible? What is their conception? It is a 
safe guess that had they defined and refined God the 
difference between them and an atheist would not be 
visible to the natural eye. That is exactly what Walter 
Lippman says about all Modernists. 

As to different conceptions of truth -that is also 
absurd and is only another high sounding and spe
cious plea of the Modernist. They deny the faith but 
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at the same time arrogate to themselves a superior 
faith. It is impossible to have different conceptions of 
revealed truth or of any factual matters. Men may 
believe the truth or disbelieve the truth; and that is 
the end of the matter. Everything else that men do 
with or to the truth will come under one of those two 
attitudes. Men may hide the truth, evade the truth, 
wrest the truth, pervert the truth or define and refine 
and explain and glamorize the truth in mystic and 
Modernistic phraseology but all that put together is 
not another conception of the truth. It is simply and 
bluntly disbelief of the truth. It is nothing else. 

Suppose a jury in our civil courts after hearing 
the evidence in the case before it is now making up 
its verdict. One man argues for conviction, another 
man contends for acquittal and others just argue, 
each according to his personal feeling; some of them 
sympathizing with the accused, others objecting to 
the method of trial by jury, others expressing dislike 
for the prosecuting attorney, still others contending 
that the Judge is a hypocrite. 

But the Foreman insists that we must decide this 
case on the evidence; none of you can deny the evi
dence. It shows conclusively that the man is guilty. 
What do you say, Brother Modernist juror, to the 
testimony of these unimpeachable witnesses who 
saw the crime committed? 

Answer by Brother Modernist juror: 
"Now, gentlemen, we must not be too dogmatic 

and cocksure in matters of this kind. Superior learn
ing and research make us more tolerant and liberal, 
and show us that truth is not all held by any one man 
or group of men. We also come to know that there 
are various conceptions of truth. Of course, ultimate 
truth is fixed, but we have not yet reached ultimate 
truth. Our foreman of this jury has a fixed pattern of 
truth in his mind and he wants all of us to conform 
to his view or conception. I must dissent. My supe
rior and elevated soul will not allow me to submit to 
such intolerance!" 

Foreman: "But what about the testimony of these 
witnesses? They say they saw the man commit this 
crime. Do you believe them or do you not believe?" 

Brother M.J.: "Brother Foreman, you are so liter
alistic and exacting in your demands! We must be 
more liberal and tolerant toward our fellowmen, tak
ing into account always the heredity, environment and 
education or lack of education of the individual who 
is testifying. We must know how to evaluate the testi
mony of a witness and that forces us to consider well 
his circumstances, his predilections and prejudices. 
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Our conclusions today may not be our conclusion to
morrow. So be careful, liberal and tolerant, men!" 

Foreman : "But do you believe these witnesses or 
do you nor believe them? Did they tell the truth or 
did they all tell lies?" 

Brother M .J.: "Oh, Brother Foreman, you are so 
crude and harsh! We would accuse no one of telling 
lies. They expressed their own viewpoint - and of 
course, they were honest in it. However, we must 
also be honest and hold to our own inner sense of 
truth. You believe what these men say and I also be
lieve what they say - we agree that they told the 
truth but you have one conception of the truth and I 
have another conception, and each of us must be 
true to his own conscience." 

Foreman: "Well, are you willing to convict this 
man on the evidence that you admit is true? He did 
commit the crime- the witnesses saw him do it. You 
admit that they told the truth. Shall we therefore say, 
Guilty?" 

Brother M.J.: "Oh, no, no. That would be reach
ing a final and a dogmatic decision before we have 
reached ultimate truth! I could never acquiesce in 
such intolerance." 

And so the argument goes until the jury is dis
missed in disagreement- and yet they agreed that 
the witnesses told the truth. Conceptions of truth!!! 

This simple illustration will excite contempt in 
the cultured soul of a Modernist but the logic is the 
same that he uses. Did the witnesses tell the truth 
about the birth of Christ? The death of Christ? The 
Resurrection of Christ? About the coming of the 
Holy Spirit and the conditions of salvation? Is what 
they said ultimate truth or was it non-ultimate truth? 
How will ultimate truth differ from what they said 
without contradicting what they said - thereby 
showing that what they said was not truth at all? 

Thus we see that this talk about different concep
tions of truth is nothing short of repudiation of a 
standard and of any court of appeal in religious mat
ters. Everything must be determined by each indi
vidual in his own inner consciousness. He is guided 
by his conception which will change with the chang
ing seasons. 

This is not only "Vain talking" it is rank Modern
ism which Brother Reedy himself said only a few 
years ago is Atheism. 

(Next month we will continue with this re
publication of G. C. Brewer's fine and conclusive re
tort of liberalism ... modernism ... unbelief .. . ) 
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In Search of Spirituality 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

M n intuitively knows there is another 
realm beyond this physical, material one 
in which he lives his daily life. From the 

primitive pagan to the sophisticated intellectual in 
the great metropolis, man yearns for something 
more than physical nourishment and human rela
tions (Matt. 4:4). The Creator hath planted eternity 
in their hearts (Eccl. 3:11). 

Satan, fully understanding this innate appetite of 
man, exploits it to his advantage. For the primitive 
ones he provides animism or spiritism. For those 
more advanced, he provides paganism with a pan
theon of gods made in the image of man and beasts. 
Along with these he supplies a multitude of myths 
and legends. For modern man, born and raised in a 
semi-Christian environment, he provides denomina
tionalism in which a person can believe and worship 
God as he himself chooses. For those still needing 
images, sensual impressions and legends he offers 
Catholicism. For materialistic, educated hedonists, 
he supplies New Age mysticism. This appeals espe
cially to Hollywood elites and other celebrities. It 
has a strange appeal to those who have rejected 
Christianity as too simple or perhaps too demanding 
for their lifestyle. 

Recently I saw an interview with Garth Brooks, 
country music superstar. As he mused about his con
certs with 50,000 or more screaming fans, he com
mented, "It was the most spiritual moment" I have 
ever had. Others find their spiritual moments soaring 
in a hot-air balloon, walking in a forest or exploring 
a cave. Such description of things, events, and expe
riences as being spiritual is a trademark of the New 
Age devotees. While they reject Jehovah's marvelous 
gift of Jesus and Christianity, they rummage through 
the ruins of paganism in search of something, any
thing that can satisfy their spiritual appetites. 

New Age mysticism is a Western adaptation of 
Eastern, Hindu mysticism. It appeals to a category of 
ecologists who worship and love the creation rather 
than the Creator (Rom. 1:25). In their vain hearts, 
they imagine the universe and all the things within it 
to be the body of some great-unknown spirit of the 
universe. It appeals to the proud intellectual who 

feels too educated to believe and submit his life to 
the simple teachings of the carpenter from Nazareth. 
Mysticism appeals to those who live lives of indul
gence in every sin and vice. By manipulation of their 
jaded minds and bodies, they can find some tingling 
experience and convince themselves it is a connec
tion with the Great Spirit. This they can get without 
repentance and submission of their stubborn wills to 
jesus the Son of God (Acts 2:38; Gal. 2:20). 

Strangely, mysticism is now sweeping through 
Evangelical Protestant churches. Led by notable mys
tics like Richard Foster, Brian McLaren, Ruth Haley 
Barton and promoted by Rick Warren and Robert 
Schuler, this is the new wave of "spirituality" designed 
to give substance to the "Emerging Church" and 
Purpose-Driven Church movements. The salesman's 
packet includes contemplative spirituality, breath 
prayers, labyrinths, icons, candles, and chanting. A 
vast number of books on the mystic approach are now 
available, properly sprinkled with holy water to make 
them acceptable to ignorant followers of Jesus. 

As would be expected in this day of the revival of 
Athenianism, some change agents within the brother
hood of churches of Christ, looking for something 
new and different, are toying with mystic approaches 
to worship. There is the promotion of Zoe methods 
for worship by teams from Abilene and Nashville. 
There are evening mystical worship experiences 
provided at Abilene Christian University's Lecture
ship, led by "spiritual" faculty members. Those who 
prefer the apostleship of Rick Warren to that of Paul 
are eager to try anything new and different. Such ex
otic approaches to spirituality are most alluring to 
them. Mysticism is not a new thing in the history of 
Christianity. Mysticism has a long and permanent 
place in the faith and practice of Roman Catholicism. 
The shame of the matter is that members of Christ's 
church would import and promote these semi-pagan 
and Roman Catholic practices among God's people. 
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(In this issue of the Firm Foundation we bring you a trilogy of articles from the 19 57 David Lipscomb Uni
versity annual lectureship. One written by Reuel Lemmons, one by Jim Bill Mclnteer, and still another by Rex 
Turner. Read and enjoy. Here is the article by brother Mclnteer, who is always fun to read, or hear - truly a 
merry Christian gentleman.) 

The PaHern The Bible 
By Jim Bill Mclnteer 

I n approaching the task assigned by our mutual 
dear friend, Willard Collins, to speak on "The 
Pattern, an Address about the Bible," there is a 

willful impossibility to separate words and flesh. The 
words of which we speak are the divine words by in
spiration given. The flesh we contemplate is that 
which "was made flesh and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth" Oohn 1:14) who 
was "made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh and declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrec
tion from the dead" (Rom. 1:3-4), verily the Son of 
God- Jesus Christ our Lord. So in an assignment so 
vast, we approach our task by offering the parallel
ism found in Jesus himself. 

Peter affirmed, "For we have not followed cun
ningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received 
from God the Father honour and glory, when there 
came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
And this voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. We have 
also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts" (2 Pet. 1: 16-19). From this mar
velous testimony our key words that summarize our 
speech on the Bible shall come. They are: (1) "a 
voice from heaven," (2) "we heard," and (3) "take 
heed." As the Bible is the message of God to man, 
the veritable pattern that came from heaven, there 
are these salient features: God spoke, man heard, di
vine-earthly union is effected in obedience. In that 
manner of division we discuss "The Bible." 

Marvelous is the thought that in my hand I hold 
the word of God. Letters come from various persons, 
and we sometimes measure the significance of the 
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letter by consideration of the ability and esteem of 
the writer. Letters from Presidents become a valuable 
legacy of any family - age all the more enhancing 
their worth. But did you ever hear of one more sig
nally honored than to have in his lawful possession a 
message from the God of glory himself? Over 2,000 
times this Holy Book shouts its claim that it is the 
word of God. Psalm 119 praises God's word in every 
verse with "thy." Every Scripture owes its origin to 
God's breath. This same God who "by the word of 
the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of 
them by the breath of his mouth" (Psalm 33:6), has 
now given man the greatest book in the world. His 
breath is in every word as your breath is in every 
word of yours. ''All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur
nished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
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Those ordinary events of life - birth, marriage, 
disappointments, successes, happiness, frustrations, 
sorrows, sickness, finance, disease, death, hope - all 
are treated - not by mortal man, but the immortal 
God. Thank God he spoke! And that the terms of his 
speech are understandable. Were this not so - of all 
terrestrial inhabitants, man's lot would be most mis
erable. Here in fashion unexcelled, the Almighty 
God- our help in ages past, our help in years to 
come - has given the remedy for the ills of sin. The 
Hindu becomes tediously absorbed as in his fanciful 
speculation he wrestles with the problem of the ori
gin of sin.·Thanks be to God, he was more interested 
in its remedy! Relief and deliverance are its charac
teristics as the theme of salvation is magnificently 
portrayed by the Lamb of God himself. Then glory in 
this revealed will, beautifully described in this well
known selected quotation. 

The Wonder of the Bible 

"This book contains the mind of God, the state of 
man, the way of salvation, and the happiness of be
lievers. 

Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and prac
tice it to be holy. 

It contains light to direct you, food to support 
you, and comfort to cheer you. 

It is the traveller's map, the pilgrim's staff, the 
pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, and the 
Christian's charter. 

Herein Paradise is restored, heaven is opened, 
and hell is disclosed. 

Christ is its grand object, our good is its design, 
and the glory of God its end. 

It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and 
guide the feet. 

'Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. 
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a 

river of pleasure. 
It is given you in life, will be opened in judgment, 

and remembered forever. 
It involves the greatest responsibility, will reward 

the highest labor, and will condemn all who trifle 
with its sacred contents. 

It offers happiness for childhood, inspiration for 
youth, strength for maturity, assurance for old age, 
comfort for death, and salvation and riches and glory 
and reward for eternity." 

It is now with joy that we come to that second 
inspiring truth- "we heard." As Jesus was transfig
ured before that inner three - they heard that voice 

from the more excellent glory. In our times, with ut
ter clarity, God speaks and "we hear"! 

It sometimes is a little amazing men are so inter
ested. Here's a book about people who lived not 
generations but centuries ago. Two, three, four, five, 
six thousands of years ago the characters of this holy 
drama played their parts. Sixty-one generations have 
passed since the last of these sixty-six books was 
completed. Yet the names Adam, Noah, Abraham, 
David, Paul, Peter, John come with the same fresh
ness of Eisenhower, Mantle, Churchill, Sinatra, or 
Wilt the Stilt of modern day usage. 

Not only are its personages arresting and of in
terest, but even its mechanical make-up. Here is a li
brary of sixty-six books, falling into two major divi
sions called Old and New Testament. Thirty-nine 
books belong to the Old, twenty-seven to the New. It 
is comprised of 1,189 chapters; with 929 such divi
sions in the Old Testament and 260 in the New. Of 
course, it was not originally divided into chapters 
and verses. Some accredit Stephen Langton, Arch
bishop of Canterbury, in the reign of King john, 
whereas others say Cardinal Hugo was the one who 
made these chapter divisions. Although the chapter 
marker may be debated, it's agreed that in A.D. 1200 
these divisions were first used. In 1551, Robert 
Stephenson, on a long ride from Paris to Lyons, di
vided it into verses and the Geneva Bible of 15 60 
was the first whole Bible to be so divided into chap
ter and verse. Thus, before making laws where God 
made none in demanding that men always give nu
merical citing of "chapter and verse" for every refer
ence used in didactic discourse, it might be well to 
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recall that the gospel was preached 1500 years be
fore anyone could attempt such a presentation. ' 

These 1,189 chapters are divided into 31,101 
verses, 23,144 in the Old Testament and 7,957 in the 
New Testament. 

Six thousand different English words were used 
in earlier translations to convey the meaning of the 
8,674 different Hebrew (the language of the Old) 
and 5,624 Greek (the language of the New) to our 
native tongue. Even then some of the words are per
plexing. 

Not only has man an assignment of great task 
to master these 6,000 words, but the physical ap
pearance of them in the ancient manuscripts 
presents a real problem. Can you read this? 
HTRHTDNSICVHHTDTRCDGGNNNGBHTN. 
Substituting English letters for the original Hebrew, 
this is what the first verse of Genesis was like when it 
was written. Read it from right to left, add the neces
sary vowels, separate the words, and you should get 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." 

So even with our 6,000 English words we often 
need many more to grasp the Bible vocabulary. 

By all standards, it's a little book - more accu
rate, a tiny library, so far as volume is concerned. 
One-half of the sixty-six books can be read in twenty 
minutes. It is said there is no one book that requires 
one hour of constant reading to cover. Thirty to 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- james 2:14·26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9·1 0; M att. 1 0:32·33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

0 Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2: 12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21 ; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6·1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
james 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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thirty-five hours would take you from Genesis to 

Revelation, yet it's tragic so few "have the rime" to 
hear the word of God. 

But in spite of the ignorance of some, it still 
makes the greatest of impact on present day society. 
Titles of 200 novels and plays in the U.S. in the last 
ten years are from the Bible. Two-thirds of all U.S. 
Presidents wear one or more Bible names. I'm glad 
the lady who objected to Shakespeare's "Hamlet" be
cause "It's too full of quotations" hasn't decided to 
be such a critic of the Bible. She might on seeing ex
pressions like "apple of the eye" "drop in bucket" 
"powers that be" "labor of love" "salt of the earth" 
"sign of the times" "thorn in the flesh" "I'll tell him a 
thing" (and we've added "or two") decide the Bible 
also was "full of quotations." 

From the time it became the first message from 
the printing press in the middle fifteenth century, the 
Bible rightly so has never relinquished its position as 
the best seller in every age. In the English-speaking 
world more copies of the Bible are sold than any 
other book. 

"Some parts of the Bible have peen published in 
1,059 languages and dialects, as of December 31, 
1952, according to a report issued by the American 
Bible Society. Ten languages were added to the list 
last year. 

"The whole Bible, the report stated, has now been 
published in 197 languages. A complete New Testa
ment has been published in 257 languages and at least 
a Gospel or other whole book in 605 languages." 

The New York Public Library reports that the 
book most in demand is the Bible. They keep sev
enty-five copies in active circulation, replacing them 
often within the year. 

No book comes with a message more sublime. 
Its purpose is crystal clear. "But these are written 

that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name" Gohn 20:31). It opens the New Testament 
era with glorious words "the book of the generation 
of Jesus Christ" (Matt. 1:1), and it never departs 
from that central character even as it closes Rev. 
22:21 with "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all, Amen." Thus, through the pages of sa
cred story man has heard the glorious triumphal "I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11). 
Sin destroyed that comradeship, in Eden's precious 



bowers, that existed between God and man. The re
establishment of that glorious honor when man 
might speak to God face to face is the end result of 
this Book. 

Let man glory in this amazing legacy. Opponents 
have arisen to truth - but it still shines undaunted. 
Tom Paine came back from Europe making this 
boastful statement: 

"In five years from now there will not be a Bible 
in America. I have gone through the Bible with an 
axe and cut down all its trees; they are no longer tim
ber, but lumber to be put with all other lumber on 
the shelf. The Bible is a tissue of absurdities and 
falsehoods which I will expose to the ridicule of the 
world." 

This brilliant, but deluded, American was a poor 
prophet. Now seven-tenths of the population of the 
world have Bibles in their own language. And God's 
Word, in America and elsewhere, continues to be a 
best seller. 

Thus, our freedom and our heritage are directly 
attributable to the acceptation of the Bible and not 
by the economic theories and systems of men. 

"Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again: The 
eternal years of God are hers; But error, wounded, 
writhes with pain and dies among his worshippers." 

We've seen two things - God spoke; man heard. 
What remains? "Take heed!" 

For after all, can you think of any other valid rea
son to have the Bible but to obey it? Its purpose is to 
bring us those words whereby man might be saved. 
God, Christ, the Holy Spirit have done their work 
well- will man heed? 

God saw the trouble of man. Sin was crushing 
him. Like the woman taken in adultery Oohn 8) ac
cusers ready to stone sat on every side. Yet there 
came one who "hath borne our griefs, and carried 
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our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" 
(Isa. 53:4-6). The Lord saw him become a sin-offer
ing for us. 

"He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall 
be satisfied" (Isa. 53:11). That glorious one can say 
to us, "Neither do I condemn thee; go, and sin no 
more" Oohn 8:11). The Star of Bethlehem shines 
brightly. Follow it! And thereby navigate the sea of 
life, finding calm and sure repose in the haven of 
eternal joy. 

This book comes with the gospel of Christ of 
which "I am not ashamed: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. For therein is the righ
teousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written the just shall live by faith" (Rom. 1:16-17). 
What shall we do with it? Believe it! Heed it! Obey 
it! 

Learn its precious truths. Was it not John Bunyan 
who, centuries ago said, "Read the Bible, and read it 
again, and do not despair of help to understand 
something of the will and mind of God, ... neither 
trouble yourself, though you have not commentaries 
and expositions; pray and read. Hear Paul: 'But God 
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye 
have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 
which was delivered you. Being then made free from 
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness'" (Rom. 
6:17-18). 

As when the world came to be the stars sang to
gether in heavenly accord, and the sons of God 
"shouted for joy." Let it so be now that obedience to 
the eternal word of God shall put harmony in our 
hearts that men from every nation and kindred and 
tongue and people shall swell the anthem of Moses 
and the Lamb as forever we sing the "new song." 

I beg you, let God speak, hear his truth, and ear
nestly obey it. Glorious promises are made. Thrilling 
utterances are ours to hold. Will you hear it? 

"Now through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures ... hope"; then "face to face," "for we 
shall see him as he is." 
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(In 1957 Reuel Lemmons spoke on the David Lipscomb University's annual lectureship. What brother 
Lemmons said 50 years ago from the podium at Lipscomb is worth review and reflection. What he taught that 
day in Nashville is a rebuke to many teachers today who are bold to deny that God has given us a pattern for 
conduct and worship. The church must reject religious patterns of human origin, but cling to the lovely pattern 
of Holy Writ. What was true in 1957 is true today, and will always be true. Men may come and men may go, 
men may drift away from truth and the divine pattern, but "the firm foundation of God standeth, having this 
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his, and let everyone that nameth the name of the Lord depart from un
righteousness.") 

The Scriptures Our PaHern 
By Reuel Lemmons 

T he mistakes of man are so many, and his fu
ture fraught with so much uncertainty that 
there is inherent within him a tendency to 

seek a ready-made pattern for his actions. The re
lentless hand of time is between his shoulders, forc
ing him forward into a future filled with so much un
certainty that he dare not tread it alone. 

And, indeed, he need not. H e can have expert 
advice for directing his life. God should be an expert 
at living - he has been at it a long time. He never 
made a mistake and his patterns for human action 
have been by six thousand years of human experi
ence proven infallibly right. God's word is in a class 
by itself. Even among infidels, no other work has 
ever been held in such high esteem. 

Its central theme transcends time and eternity. It 
embraces the whole duty of man here and the des
tiny of man hereafter. It presents the ideal in every 
realm. The facts it states-though simply stated- are 
almost if not altogether beyond human comprehen
sion. Its commands provide for the ideal in human 
behavior. The promises it extends have awakened 
more burning desire and greater zeal than ever were 
inspired by silver-tongued eloquence or poetic fire. It 
has been the unanimous ve rdict of all those who 
have ever studied the Bible that, compared with 
other books, it is a diamond among common rocks
a single star in a firmament of comparative darkness. 

I believe with all my heart that the Bible is the di
vine reve lation of an Almighty God, given us in lov
ing kindness, as a lamp for our feet and a light upon 
our pathway. I believe that it provides the divine pat
tern and framework within which, and within which 
alone, human action acceptable and well-pleasing to 

God may take place. I believe that every word of it is 
couched in divine wisdom. I believe that it is a per-

14 j anuary 2007 
Firm Foundation 

feet rule of faith and practice. As Paul wrote to Timo
thy: "Every scripture insp ired of God is also profit
able for teaching, fo r reproof, for correction, fo r in
struction which is in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be complete, furnished completely unto ev
ery good work." 

The world recognizes the need for leadership. A 
business concern must have its president; a kingdom 
must have its ruler; an army must have its general; 
and petitioners must have their spokesman. The 
same need must be recognized in the spiritual realm. 

N rs 
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Love Thy Neighbor 
The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

Lesson 2 
Glorify Cod 

Jesus Shows Compassion (Matthew 15:29-38) 
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Know the Power of Love and Faith 
A Neighbor with Palsy (Mark 2: 1-5) 
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Be Neighbors for Jesus 
The Woman at the Well (John 4:5-39) 
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Teach Truth 
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Israel had its Moses and its Joshua; Egypt had its 
Pharaoh ; and in the New Testament, the scriptures 
say that "Peter stood up with the eleven" on the day 
of Pentecost. 

All human leadership is fa llible. The best of men 
make plans and yet those plans go awry. Herein is 
proof ro the skeptic and the infidel; through six thou
sand years, the plans of God have never shown mis
take. Deeds were mentioned before they occurred as 
though they had already happened. Prophecies were 
fulfilled to the letter. In such things God gave notice to 
rhe whole world that his plans were perfect. 

No nation has ever arisen except by the practice 
of the principles advocated in the Bible. No govern
ment wh ich left those principles has stood the rest of 
years. Greece and Rome, with all their power, lasted 
but a thousand years, whi le Israel lasted twice that 
long, and the church has been with us twice that 
long. The rise and comparatively early fall of these 
mighty powers, and the rise and continued perma
nence of these relatively small ones, is proof that 
God directed the one while men directed the other. 
Leave out the fact that God fought with Israel and 
the very existence of the little nation is a miracle. 
Leave our the fact that God works with a Christian 
and the continued existence of the church, through 
the ravishing of twenty centuries, is amazing. 

The attempts of man to make patterns for his 
own conduct have dotted the pages of history with 
one dismal failure after another. Nations have gone 
to war and have conquered each other, and yet con
stant rebellion results. Nations have striven ro avoid 
war, and have failed. All peace treaties are but scraps 
of paper. We have sunk our battleships, and blown 
up our powder factories and allowed our plants 
where war machines are built to rust; and yet the 
rhteat of war is with us, and in our sleep we hear the 
rumble of distant guns. So long as men set the pat
terns of human conduct these things will continue. 

Jesus of Nazareth laid down the pattern of peace 
two thousand years ago when he said, "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, 
strength, and mind: and thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself." When the sons of men follow the pattern 
of Jesus, then, and then alone, will men beat their 
swords into plow-shares and their spears into prun
ing hooks. 

Society seeks to destroy crime by prison and pun
ishment, but so long as hate and greed rule the hearts 
of men, we will always have crime. Men go to law 
with one another. The court renders a verdict, but it 

cannot right the wrong. The pattern of God is de
signed for the inner man, from which the outer ac
tions spring. Only the pattern of God can provide an 
atmosphere where the lion and the lamb can lie 
down together a nd a child can put its hand on the 
hole of the asp without harm. 

The apostle Paul, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
marked this very principle as the thing that would 
destroy the efficiency and the purity of the New Tes
tament church, and plunge it into a great apostasy. 
He said, during his lifetime, "The rime will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine, bur after 
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teach
ers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 
fables." Paul knew well the tendency of man to reject 
the patterns of human conduct which are divinely 
set, in favor of patterns of human origin. 

By the power of God's almighty word order 
came out of chaos in the beginning, and by that 
power alone can the chaos of modern religion be dis
solved. By the pattern established before the founda-
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tion of the world order is maintained in the universe. 
By divine pattern the spiritual world keeps order; for 
even the angels are subject to law. Every breach of 
law is sin. And the way of the transgressor is hard. 
The wages of sin is death. The law of God provides 
the pattern within the framework of which human 
action must be circumscribed if it is to be without ad
verse repercussion. 

God's law for the spiritual world has been incor
porated into words, directed to the intellect of man. 
Man, made well above the rest of God's creation, 
and possessor of an immortal soul, must obey the di
vine pattern from the heart as well as by the hand. 
The letter ki lleth, but the spirit giveth life. God has 
given us a pattern for obedience; a pattern for the 
church; a pattern for worship, and a pattern for 
work. Strict compliance with that pattern produces 
Christians only; the church of Christ only; scriptural 
worship and scriptural work. The real legitimacy of 
Christianity rests in strict adherence to the pattern. 

Either God's word is the pattern or there is no 
pattern. Since God gave us one, I deny the right of 
any man to make a pattern for me. I believe that all 
men are created free and equal, and that neither my 
mind nor I was created to be slave to any man, or to 
his pattern. 
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If God's word is intended co be a pattern, it is a 
perfect pattern, for God cannot be charged with im
perfection, and fo llowing it is important - abso
lutely essential. If God's word is not intended to be a 
pattern, then it does not matter what we are, or what 
we do in religion. Nor, does it matter whether we are 
anything, or do anything. 

Since all religion is patterned, it follows that all 
religion is patterned either after human or divine 
pattern. Human religious pattern is an usurpation of 
my liberty, an enslavement of my religious urge, to 
the human who made the pattern. By the freedom I 
reserve for my soul, I will own allegiance to none 
save the true and living God. I will not even be in 
bondage to orthodox opinions! 

It is but natural, when we allow other people to 
do our thinking for us, that we will follow them off, 
if and when, they go into error. When one has to fil
ter all his thinking through the mind of another, he 
becomes a slave. God gave you a mind, and he made 
it so independent of every other mind that no man 
can read your thoughts, nor you his. God directed 
his book to your mind. It is your message from God 
as if it had been written in heaven especially for you 
and sent to you by special delivery. It is your pattern. 
With God's Book open in your lap, and with the 
good mind God gave you, you are able to "receive 
with meekness the engrafted word which is able to 
save your soul." 

God inspired some especially selected men to 
write a book for you. When the last man had laid 
down his pen, and the ink was dry upon the page, 
you had received your greatest legacy. Nothing has 
ever equaled it; nothing ever shall. It is a perfect pat
tern for human conduct. Upon its pages are written 
truths of immortal nature and worth. Its every word 
is couched in divine wisdom, and its every command 
is as forceful as if he, personally, had stood upon the 
earth to deliver it. Its final verse closes God's revela
tion to man, and the last chapter is a warning to the 
race so long as the ages roll never to add one jot or 
tittle to its words of life, nor to subtract a single syl
lable from its tens of thousands. In the midst of it is 
God's admonition from the pen of Paul that whoso
ever preacheth any other doctrine let him be ac
cursed. 

It is the one book in all the earth that deals with 
spiritual man completely. The fact that the scriptures 
are a revelation from God should command pro
found respect. He is a God whose will cannot be 
changed and whose law cannot be ignored. There is 



but one Bible. The fact that human mind has never 
fathomed it is proof that human mind never con
ceived it. The attempts to destroy it have been suffi
cient to establish it. So convincing are its proofs that 
even the devils believed and trembled. 

As the carpenter goes to his blueprint, and as the 
housewife goes to her cookbook, so the spiritual 
man goes to the Bible for his pattern. When man has 
written his last treatise and earth's wisest have ex
hausted their wisdom on the subject of how to live, 
God's word will still be the only infallible pattern for 
human conduct. Men need to go back to the Bible. 
From the path to glory which its heavenly light illu
minates, our wandering feet have carried us far 
afield. Our only hope lies in complete abandonment 
of all human patterns in favor of the divine one. 

Religion based upon human pattern invariably 
degenerates into idolatry. This is evidently God's 
way of reducing to foolishness the wisdom of men. 
All the idolatrous religions of earth started with fol
lowing a man and the patterns of men. There is 
much idolatry in so-called "Christianity." The wor
ship of objects, dead saints, and relics is but idolatry, 
which has crept in to contaminate the worship of 
Jesus Christ. When man begins to interfere with the 
divine pattern, he starts religion on the degenerative 
route to idolatry. 

When the divine pattern is accepted there is no 
need for any other. Human patterns have sprung up 
in recent years by the dozens. There is no religious 
order that does not have its own peculiar creed. It is 
the purpose of that creed to circumscribe the pecu
liar pattern of that particular sect. 

The making of human patterns in religion is re-
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ally an insult to the Almighty. One must first doubt 
God's ability to guide the apostles in the statement of 
understandable truth, or else doubt His ability to set 
a pattern for human conduct. If a human pattern 
contains more than the Bible, it contains too much; if 
it contains less, it contains too little; and if it con
tains the same, it is superfluous. 

When the apostles went out under the great com
mission, they preached Jesus - that was all they 
knew - and they made converts to Jesus. They 
never converted a person to a sectarian doctrine or 
human pattern. They did not teach denominational
ism for Jesus did not teach them denominationalism. 
Today, the things that divide people religiously are 
not the things the apostles taught, but are, rather, the 
commandments of men that have crept in since the 
apostles' day. 

Within the church, there is the same tendency to 
bind human opinion where divine pattern has not 
bound, and to look leniently upon flagrant disregard 
for divine pattern where the human desires of the 
brethren run counter. It is a constant struggle to keep 
the spirit of denominationalism and sectarianism out 
of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The church was so ordained and established, and 
its simple form of government was such, that it could 
be planted in every nation and grow under any form 
of rulership. The cooperation between the churches 
was wisely left to the individual congregations them
selves, and nobody dictated to them what they 
should or should not do and what they should or 
should not believe. 

In Eph. 4 the apostle says: "He gave some to be 
apostles and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 
and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of 
the faith; for the work of the ministry, for the edify
ing of the body of Christ: until we all come in the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ." 

The Lord set in the church, first, apostles and 
prophets; secondly, evangelists; thirdly, pastors and 
teachers. He put them there for these three pur
poses: first, the perfecting of the faith; second, the 
work of the ministry; third, the edification of the 
body of Christ. The aim and purpose of such a pat
tern was first, that we come in the unity of the faith; 
second, unto a knowledge of the Son of God; and 
third, unto a full-grown man in Christ. In organiza
tion and worship the church must fit this pattern. 

Since Pentecost, there have been reformers of 

~i:af!ound:~~~ 17 



churches, and numerous reformers of reformed 
churches, but none has ever attempted to reform that 
church Jesus built. Reformations cannot take the 
place of that which needs no reformation. No man, 
nor group of men, has ever been given the right to 
write a law, apply a rule, o r make a pattern, for gov
erning the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is possible to set aside al l the troublesome 
questions that arise concerning conflicting patterns, 
when we go directly to the Bible for the one that is 
infallibly right. What a blessed thought it is that we 
do no t have to accept some man's opinion, or private 
view of what the scriptures teach. We are not asked 
ro trust either an infallible man or an infallible 
church. What the scriptures teach, and what any one 
of us thinks the scriptures teach are not necessari ly 
the same. Each can, however, go directly to the Bible 
for the divine pattern. It is a compliment to the dig
nity of man that God has no t set among us certain 
infallible ones, whose wisdom is sufficient to guide 
the rest of us. 

In all the apostasies of all the groups through the 
centuries, there was no destruction of the divine pat
tern. As Israel dug its ancient law from under the de
bris of its crumbled city and reread it in its ancient 
purity to a people at last willing to hear, so also did a 
remnant of stalwart souls d ig out from under the de
bris of human creeds and patterns the ancient law of 
our Lord and Savior. The divine pattern is just as 
sharp and clear today as it was in the day in which it 
was g1ven. 

My breth ren have struggled against mighty odds 
to rebuild the walls of the ancient city of Zion. They 
study carefully the divine pattern and urge men and 
women to follow it. They are unwilling to do in reli
gion that for which they find no d ivine pattern. They 
speak where the Bible speaks, and they are silent 
where the Bible is silent. The d ivine pattern, without 
deviation, is their sole standard of faith and action. 

Until such a time as we can drop our distinctive 
patterns, and all of us measure ourselves and our re
ligion by the divine pattern, we can expect to have 
the denominational strife and divi sion that has be
come the ridicule o f the world. We plead with all 
men eve rywhere to go back to the Bible, back to the 
divine pattern, which is without fallib ility; that a ll 
our actions and worship be governed by it, in order 
that we may really be one in Christ. 
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(Fifty years ago [1957] Rex A. Turner presented a Bible lesson about the importance of healthy teaching. Profes
sor Turner did his usual magnificent work. He established in his lifetime two universities that stand today as a 
credit to his name and monument to his work. He was a teacher and, like all good teachers, he loved to teach. 
The following article was originally presented at the David Lipscomb University annual lectureship. It is a testi
mony to brother Turner's devotion to Bible truth. What he said five decades ago continues to be pertinent, and 
all/overs of truth will appreciate his admonition. May we continue to learn from it.) 

The PaHern in Sound Dodrine 
By Rex A. Turner 

The subject assigned for this evening lecture is, 
The Pattern in Sound Doctrine. The subject 
is a pertinent and serious one, and it deserves 

a carefully studied and well-prepared treatment. 
Christianity is a system of sound doctrine. If the 

people of the Lord lose the true perspective of sound 
doctrine, they will forfeit their spiritual relationship 
with Christ. Such forfeiture would be spiritual death. 

Definitions of the Terms 
0 Doctrine, n °$ound, n and 0 PaHern" 

The term "doctrine" means teaching. Sound doctrine 
is sound teaching. The term "sound" means healthy, 
firm, and trustworthy. The term "pattern" means a 
thing worthy of imitation, a guide or model, a design 
or form, a mold. The subject under consideration, 
therefore, demands the setting forth of a pattern - a 
guide, form, or mold - that is right before God and 
that will promote, sustain and guarantee the prevail
ing force of a healthy, firm, and trustworthy doctrine 
among the people of God. 

The PaHern of Sound Doctrine 
The pattern of sound doctrine embraces certain basic 
and fundamental concepts which must be held in fo
cus if the church is to fulfill its mission. Brethren 
must hold in focus: 

1. The unity of the Lord's people, a condition 
precedent to the evangelization of the world. 

2. The undenominational character of the 
church. 

3. The autonomy of the local congregation. 
4. The primary principles of the gospel, the wor

ship, and the Christian life. 
These basic concepts must be understood, ac

cepted, and acted upon in good faith. They are essen
tial to the spiritual well-being of the church. 

The Unity of the Lord's People a Condition Precedent 
to the Evangelization of the World 

One principle that must be held in focus is that the 
unity of the Lord's people is a condition precedent to 
the evangelization of the world. Jesus prayed that all 
who believed on him might be one that the world 
might believe that God did send him Uohn 17:20-
21). 

The pioneer preachers of restoring the church to 
this century recognized that the unity of the Lord's 
people is a condition precedent to the evangelization 
of the world. 

Thomas Campbell set forth in his Declaration 
and Address some principles which were destined to 
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become the basis for unity in the restoration of 
simple Christianity in this country. Those principles 
are: 

1. In matters of faith, unity. 
2. In matters of opinion, liberty. 
3. In all matters, charity. 
Only through a recognition and application of 

these principles today may the Lord's people main
tain that unity that is necessary to the evangelization 
of the world. 

In Matters of Faith, Unity. In matters of faith 
brethren must be united. Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God. Matters of faith are es
tablished by the authority of the scriptures by means 
of commands, necessary inferences, and approved 
examples. 

(i.) A command is an authoritative direction, an 
order. It must be obeyed. A command may be generic 
or specific. "Go teach" is a generic command, while 
"sing and make melody with your hearts unto the 
Lord" is a specific command. Obedience to every 
command is a divine obligation. 

(ii.) A necessary inference is an inescapable con
clusion based on the implications of evidence, facts, 
or premises involved. The baptism of Paul in the 
Holy Spirit is a case in point. The New Testament 
does not state that Paul was baptized in the Holy 
Spirit, but it does state that he imparted spiritual 
gifts and that he came not behind the "very chiefest 
apostle." The necessary inference is, therefore, that 
Paul was baptized in the Holy Spirit. The beginning 
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date of the kingdom of God can be ascertained only 
by logical inductive and deductive conclusions, 
which constitute the principle of necessary inference. 
Emphasis should be placed upon the distinction be
tween a possible inference and a necessary one. If an 
inference may be drawn, by the same logic it may not 
be drawn. If an inference may or may not be drawn, 
one cannot prove that it should be drawn; and the 
respondent is required to do nothing by the principle 
of logic except to deny it. A possible inference 
should never be made a condition of communion 
among Christians. If logic demands that an inference 
must be drawn, it is a necessary one. The conclusion 
is inescapable, and it must be admitted, therefore, as 
of divine obligation. 

(iii.) An approved example is the conduct of a per
son, or an event, or a course of action that is suitable 
or worthy of being imitated. Whether or not the ex
ample must be imitated depends upon the obligation 
and/or circumstances from which the example or ac
tion stems. 

Any example, for instance, may be said to be an 
approved one, be it ever so incidental, if it does not 
conflict with any Bible principle, and if it is stated 
without censure by an inspired person concerning a 
Christian or Christians in any matter relating to the 
Christian life. An incidental example may be defined 
as an act or course of action that is subordinate, or 
subsidiary, or auxiliary to the performance of the 
purpose or charge at hand. In the case of an inciden
tal act or course of action, some other act or course 
of action could be substituted; and yet, the same pur
pose or charge at hand would be accomplished. 

When the restoration pioneers spoke and wrote 
of approved examples, they had in mind, no doubt, 
those examples that establish precedents, or point up 
principles, or cooperate with facts and circumstances 
so as to constitute necessary inferences that are abso
lute and binding exclusively under all conditions and 
in all circumstances. 

Examples, by way of explanation, other than inci
dental ones, standing alone, may establish precedents, 
or they may simply point up the existence of a general 
principle of divine truth. A precedent is a proceeding 
or course of action that will serve as a general rule to 
be followed in similar cases. Precedents give direction 
without setting forth an explicit and exclusively bind
ing procedure that cannot be altered or deviated from 
under any circumstances. The divine economy of the. 
scriptures provides for such, else God's laws would 
fall into conflict with each other. 



The example of how the Jerusalem church pro
ceeded in the selection of seven men to provide for 
the needs of the Grecian widows (Acts 6) serves as a 
general precedent for the selection of elders and dea
cons in the respective congregations today. This ex
ample gives direction without binding a set method 
for such appointments. 

The example of Paul's making tents for a liveli
hood while he preached the gospel to the Corin
thians (Acts 18) points up the general principle that 
preachers, in cases of necessity or expediency, may 
or should engage in gainful occupations or profes
sions in order to maintain themselves financially so 
that they may continue to preach the gospel. 

The question often arises as to when an example 
is exclusively binding. The problem has been dis
cussed considerably of late throughout the brother
hood by competent men. No example, standing 
alone, may be said to be explicitly and exclusively 
binding. While emphasis may be given to the pre
ponderance of examples, no example or pattern of 
examples may be affirmed to be binding exclusively 
unless that example or pattern of examples is 
coupled with facts and circumstances so as to de
mand the inescapable conclusion that Christians 
must follow that example or pattern of examples to 
the absolute exclusion of all other things. The obser
vance of the Lord's supper on, and only on, the first 
day of the week is a classic illustration of this prin
ciple. 

The example, for instance, of the disciples' com
ing together at Troas on the first day of the week to 
break bread, standing alone, does not bind upon 
Christians the obligation of meeting on, and only on, 
the first day of the week for such an observance. The 
facts and circumstances connected with their coming 
together do establish the inescapable conclusion that 
Christians must come together on, and only on, the 
first day of the week to break bread. 

The facts and circumstances which induce such 
an inescapable conclusion are: first, the manner in 
which the meeting is presented; and second, other 
pertinent facts and circumstances which are con
nected with the Lord's supper. 

The manner of presentation points up the fact 
that the disciples at Troas had an established custom 
of coming together upon the first day of the week, 
the day upon which Jesus arose from the dead, and 
also the day upon which the church was established; 
that the object of their coming together was to break 
bread, and that the apostle Paul tarried seven days to 

be present at that very meeting. 
Other pertinent facts and circumstances con

nected with the Lord's Supper must include the fact 
that previously the Lord had instituted the Lord's 
Supper as emblematic of his body and blood and had 
commanded his disciples to eat and drink of it. An
other pertinent fact that must be included is that af
ter the establishment of the church on Pentecost the 
apostles proceeded to set the church in order for 
worship and edification by directing them to con
tinue steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, in the fel
lowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. A 
third pertinent fact that must be included is that the 
Corinthians had an established custom of meeting on 
the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:1-2), and that 
they assembled to eat the Lord's supper (1 Cor. 11). 

The necessary and inescapable . inference that 
must be drawn from these facts and circumstances 
involved, therefore, is that the meeting of the dis
ciples on, and only on, the first day of the week is a 
divine obligation and a condition precedent for com
munion among all Christians. (Thus all examples 
which are coupled with facts and circumstances so as 
to be a part of and to constitute a necessary inference 
are binding exclusively upon Christians today.( 

In Matters of Opinion, Liberty. In matters of 
opinion brethren must allow for liberty of thought. 
In many matters a brother must be granted the lib
erty of entertaining an opinion, but other brethren 
must likewise be granted the liberty of rejecting the 
opinion for themselves. One brother may entertain 
the idea that Christian schools are iri reality a waste 
of time, effort, and money. Another brother may en
tertain the idea that Christian schools are the remedy 
for many of the ills of the youth of the land. The 
brother who sees no value in Christian schools must 
grant the brother who does see value in such schools 
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the liberty to exercise himself in the interest of those 
schools; and on the other hand, the brother who is 
committed to the cause of Christian education must 
grant the brother who is not so committed the liberty 
to channel his talents in other directions. Neither 
brother may force his views upon the other. 

In All Matters, Charity. In all matters brethren 
must maintain charity toward each other. They must 
exercise leniency in judging a brother and his ac
tions, and they must be of a loving, longsuffering and 
forgiving spirit. They must always maintain freedom 
to discuss their differences of opinion. 

Matters of engaging in religious politics, vying 
for ascendancy of position, and rending the brother
hood through bitterness and strife are antipodal to 
the spirit of charity and good humor that should pre
vail among brethren. Brethren often need to learn 
the art of good manners. 

Only as brethren understand and are willing to 
comply with the principles of unity- i.e. , in matters 
of faith, unity; in matters of opinion, liberty; and in 
all matters, charity - will the brotherhood enjoy a 
healthy doctrine and fellowship. The principles for 
unity need to be re-emphasized. They are an integral 
parr of the pattern of sound doctrine. 
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The Undenominational Character of the Church 

Another principle that must always be held in focus 
is that the Lord's people are to be undenominational 
in character. The plea of the restoration movement 
was for undenominational Christianity, and the plea 
needs to be re-emphasized today. 

Preachers and teachers are speaking and writing 
less about undenominational Christianity and more 
about the church of Christ. 

If brethren are to understand and appreciate the 
undenominational character of the church, they 
must understand that the term "church" and other 
like designations have been given to emphasize the 
many fundamental aspects and relationships of the 
Lord's people. Every such designation has been given 
for the specific purpose of bringing the varied as
pects, relationships and undenominational character
istics of the Lord's people into greater focus. 

The Autonomy of the local Congregation 

A third principle that must be held in focus is the 
freedom and autonomy of the local congregation. 
The New Testament teaches by necessary inference 
that the local congregation must be always and under 
all circumstances free and autonomous. This prin
ciple is basic. It must be respected. 

Security of the Church. A free and autonomous 
congregation might apostatize at a time when it would 
not otherwise have done so had it had less freedom 
because of some form of control or a superstructure 
organization, but the compensating factor is - and 
here lies the security of the church - that a congrega
tion cannot sweep numbers of other congregations 
into apostasy along with it, as a control or a super
structure organization could do. Conceivably, a con
trol or super-structure organization could stay a con
gregation or congregations from removing themselves 
from the gospel of Christ, but that same control or 
that same super-structure organization could sweep 
all the congregations within its grasp into complete 
apostasy should it become bent in such a direction. 

If brethren are taught - and taught well - the 
principle of freedom and autonomy for the local 
congregation; then, independent thinking by the re
spective members of each congregation will ensue, 
which in turn will guarantee that any movements 
that tends toward unscriptura l control or a super
structure organization will be for the most part suc
cessfully repelled. 

Problems of institutionalism have arisen in every 
generation since the founding of the church, and 



they will continue to arise. The problems that arise 
in this era can be met and solved if brethren know 
and understand well the principle of freedom and 
autonomy of the local congregation. 

Abuse of Principle Versus Violation of Principle. 
Basic to a full understanding of the problems that 
stem from controls and superstructure organizations 
is the necessity of differentiating between the abuse 
of a principle and the violation of a principle. A con
trol may be established as the result of the abuse of a 
divine principle; while a superstructure organization 
can only be established as the result of the violation 
of a divine principle. 

Actually, a person, or a religious journal, or a 
school could become an unscriptural control. Such 
an unfortunate condition would be the result of the 
abuse of a righteous principle rather than the viola
tion of one. 

A superstructure organization is the violation of 
a divine principle. Such is the case with the mission
ary society. 

The Missionary Society. The missionary society is 
inherently a usurper and a destroyer. It has no place 
among God's people. The sinfulness of the mission
ary society may be summarized in two pertinent 
points: 

1. First, the missionary society usurps the very 
role and mission that Christ committed to the church 
itself- that of evangelizing the world. 

2. Second, the missionary society through its su
perstructure organization destroys the freedom and 
autonomy of the congregations held within its super
intendence. 

The missionary society is not God's way for the 
evangelization of the world. The superstructure of 
the' missionary society is analogous to the sphere, 
power and control of the Federal Government of the 
United States. The several states through representa
tion surrendered certain of their innate powers and 
liberties in order to give birth to the Federal Govern
ment. The Federal Government thus constituted be
came more powerful in its area of operation than the 
respective states. 

The case is the same with the missionary society. 
Congregations through representation surrendered 
certain rights and freedoms in order to give birth and 
ascendancy to the missionary society. The missionary 
society thus constituted became more powerful in 
certain areas than the local congregations, thus de
stroying their freedom and autonomy. 

Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon the 

fact that brethren must keep in focus the freedom 
and autonomy of the local congregation. Not only 
must brethren repel the rise of any superstructure 
such as the missionary society, but they must resist 
any control that may arise as a result of the abuse of 
a righteous principle. 

En Masse Thinking and Ading 
Unfortunately, those who become en masse most 
concerned about the existence of unscriptural con
trols and super-structure organizations are not al
ways able to recognize them when they see them. En 
masse thinking and acting for or against any problem 
or issue is rarely ever accompanied by independent 
reason, caution and deliberation. 

A very real danger is that the en masse thinkers 
and actors may commit the very same abuses that 
they so strongly oppose. The American people, for 
example, in their fight to preserve the principles of 
democracy and the American way of life, have actu
ally sacrificed many of those principles of democracy 
in order to preserve them. The condition is a para
doxical one. 
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Those who crusade for the freedom and au
tonomy of the local congregation must be on guard 
lest they maintain unscriptural controls to rid the 
churches of such controls. 

That this mistake has been made in the past can
not be denied. Brethren, therefore, must have a full 
grasp of the basic and fundamental principle of the 
freedom and autonomy that must characterize the 
local congregation; else they can never rise above the 
abuses that are certain to come. 

The Primary Principles of the Gospel, the Worship, 
and the Christian Life 

A fourth principle that must be held in focus is the 
stress that must be put on the primary principles of 
the gospel, the worship, and the Christian life. Chris
tianity is characterized by preaching. It is character
ized by the preaching of sound doctrine. 

Every sermon should stress fundamental Bible 
principles, and one that does not is not worth the 
time that is consumed in the delivery of it. Truth is 
precious, and time is fleeting. Souls are being con
tinuously hurled into eternity. There is no time for 
empty words. 

The Primary Principles of the Gospel. A healthy 
doctrine may be maintained in the brotherhood only 
if preachers and teachers stress the fundamental 
principles of the gospel. The old sermons on the 
proper division of the word, the establishment and 
identity of the church, the Holy Spirit, what one 
must do to be saved, etc., must be preached over and 
over again. The errors of sectarianism must be 
pointed up and answered. 

There seems to be a strong tendency away from 
this type of preaching today. Young preachers seem 
not to be as careful today to quote scripture and give 
chapter and verse for their teaching. Young preachers 
- as well as others -should read the great debates 
on matters of Christian doctrine that have been held 
from the days of Alexander Campbell until the 
present. A spiritual inventory would likely reveal a 
tragic weakness in this matter among the rank and 
file of preachers today. 

The Worship. The worship must receive the 
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proper emphasis. Brethren must worship in spirit 
and in truth. There is an alarming danger that the 
observance of the Lord's supper may fall into a mere 
form like the observance of Mass. The church can 
have a healthy doctrine only if its worship is in spirit 
and in truth. 

The Christian Life. Proper emphasis must be 
placed on the Christian life, the consecrated life. 
Only as godly living, consecration, compassion and 
love characterize brethren may they be said to be 
spiritually healthy. The brotherhood must have the 
kind of preaching that stresses the Christian life. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, if we hold these principles, the church 
will be healthy. If we do not hold them, the results 
will be tragic. 
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Even Now, But Not Yet 
By Frazier Conley 

I f a car dealer were trying to sell you a car, he 
would probably let you test-drive it. He wants 
you try it out for a short period - not for three 

or four years. He hopes you will be enticed by the 
experience to buy the car. 

Movie-makers have long known the value of pre
views of coming attractions. They show a few of the 
dramatic scenes- not two-thirds of the movie. They 
want to lure you into seeing the whole movie. 

Sometimes at the grocery stores, there will be 
free samples of food such as cheese or sausage. They 
give you a taste hoping you will want more. They do 
not give you a whole meal, just enough to whet your 
appetite. 

Christians also enjoy a preview. They have a 
foretaste of the greatness of their salvation. In 
Christ, one can enjoy a sample of the blessings of the 
age to come, but Christians do not yet possess these 
blessings in fulfillment. Therefore, in the present 
hour, our situation is "even now, but not yet." If one 
fails to grasp this concept, one will likely not under
stand very well the eschatology of the New Testa
ment. 

(1) Even now, Satan and the powers of darkness 
have been defeated. 

And the seventy returned with joy, saying, 
Lord, even the demons are subject unto us in 
thy name. And he said unto them, I beheld Sa
tan fallen as lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread upon ser
pents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy: and nothing shall in any wise hurt 
you (Luke 10:17-19). 

When Jesus saw his ministry beginning to suc
ceed, he saw the ultimate defeat of Satan. The cross 
would be the deciding battle. "Now is the judgment 
of this world, now shall the ruler of this world be 
cast out" Uohn 12:31). So even now Satan and his 
cohorts, are defeated, but not finally and completely. 
The Christian still has to fight. 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For we are not contending against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities, against 
the powers, against the world rulers of this 

present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore 
take the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and hav
ing done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 
girded your loins with truth, and having put 
on the breastplate of righteousness, and hav
ing shod your feet with the equipment of 
the gospel of peace; besides all these, taking 
the shield of faith, with which you can quench 
all the flaming darts of the evil one (Eph. 
6:11-16). 

Christ has won the decisive battle in the war. It is 
accomplished. Paul speaks of "the rulers of this age, 
who are doomed to pass away" (1 Cor. 2:6). There 
are evil powers. They are doomed, but they still rule 
in this age. Victory is certain, but the warfare still 
rages. We are engaged in a mopping-up action, and 
we can still become individual casualties. Yes, Satan 
is even now defeated, but not fully and completely 
until the last day. 

(2) Even now we have tasted the good age to 
come. We can see the dawning of the new age. "I am 
writing you a new commandment, which is true in 
him and in you, because the darkness is passing away 
and the true light is already shining" (1 John 2:8). 
The beginning of the new age is starting to brighten 
the eastern sky. However, we still live in the present 
evil age. Christ "gave himself for our sins to deliver 
us from the present evil age ... " (Gal. 1:4). Christ has 
delivered us. The true light is shining. But we con
tinue to live an age that partakes of evil. We are in 
the in-between time, the twilight of one age and the 
dawn of another - even now, but not yet. 

(3) Even now we enjoy the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
We have the first installment. 
In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory 
(Eph. 1:13-14). 

The word guarantee means an earnest, a deposit, 
a pledge, or a sample. We have the down-payment, 
but not the balance. We have the first-fruits of the 

~i~!aVound;~~~ 25 



Spirit. " ... we ourselves, who have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies" (Rom. 8:23 ). 
We are enjoying the first products of the harvest of 
the Spirit now, but the great harvest is to come later. 
Even now we have the Holy Spirit, but we do not yet 
possess the fullness that is to come later. 

(4) Even now we enjoy fellowship with God's 
people. We meet together and enjoy the blessings of 
Christ. "Not forsaking our own assembling together, 
as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; 
and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing 
nigh" (Heb. 10:25). We have an assembly here, a fel
lowship. We sing together. We pray together. We 
study together. We love one another. We support one 
another. But we do not yet have the full fellowship 
we shall finally enjoy. We still become separated by 
time, by distance, by death, by human failures, by 
misunderstandings. The perfect fellowship is to 
come at the day of the Lord. Paul speaks in 2 Thessa
lonians 2:1, " ... concerning the coming of our Lord 
jesus Christ and our assembling to meet him .... " In 1 
Thessalonians 4: 17, he says, "We who are alive, who 
are left, shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall 
always be with the Lord." There is a great gathering 
time coming. How wonderful to be joined in a per
fect fellowship and communion with all of God's 
people forever. Even now we enjoy a measure, a 
taste, of that fellowship. We ought to enjoy it as fully 
as possible. But not yet do we fully have what is in 
store in the future - even now, but not yet. 

(5) Even now we enjoy the life of the world to 
come, a spiritual life. The Scripture affirms that now 
we possess life. "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
hears my word and believes him who sent me, has 
eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death to life" ijohn 5:24). We have life, 
even eternal life. But not yet finally, for the scriptures 
also say, "Now that you have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves of God, the return you get is 
sanctification and its end, eternal life" (Rom. 6:22). 
The seed of the life of the new world is already the 
Christian's. He may fall away from it. He may yet 
lose it. But if he does not have a measure of that eter
nal life now, he will never obtain it. Even now we 
have life, but death is the last enemy. "For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death" (1 Cor. 
15 :25-26). Even now we possess eternal life, but not 
yet in its finality. 
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(6) Even now we are new creations in Christ
we have been born anew. "Therefore, if any one is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, 
behold, the new has come" (2 Cor. 5: 17). The new 
creation has begun. "You have been born anew not 
of perishable seed but of imperishable, by the living 
and abiding word of God" (1 Pet. 1:23). But this 
newness of life is not yet in its fullness and complete
ness. 

We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in travail together until now; and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan in
wardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience {Rom. 8 :22-25). 

Our souls are redeemed, but we wait expectantly 
for the redemption of our bodies. We wait to be 
made completely new. On the last day, God will 
make everything new. "And he who sat upon the 
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throne said, "Behold, I make all things new" (Rev. 
21:5). Even now we are renewed in Christ, but not 
yet is everything made new in its fullness. 

(7) Even now we are citizens of the heavenly city. 
"But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3 :20). 
There is a very real spiritual sense in which we al
ready walk those golden streets. We have already ini
tiated our citizenship there. But we realize that we 
are still traveling on the asphalt roads of this present 
world. We are still citizens of this sordid and terres
trial country. Not yet are we celestial beings with life 
eternal. "For here we have no lasting city, but we 
seek the city which is to come" (Heb. 13:14). Even 
now we are citizens of that heavenly city- but not 
yet fully. 

(8) Even now we try to live up to the ethical stan
dards of that glorious life in heaven. In heaven God's 
will is done perfectly. "Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as in heaven" (Matt. 6:10). And 
even now we try to translate the perfect life of the 
kingdom of God in heaven to our earthly lives. "For 
the kingdom of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" 
(Rom. 14: 17). Though we seek to walk in the light 
fully, we know that we still fail. "We all make many 
mistakes" Uames 3 :2). Every day we should pray, 
"Forgive us our trespasses." We are not altogether 
changed, but we are being changed. ''And we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being changed into his likeness from one degree 
of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:18). In the final day we 
will be made wholly righteous. "For through the 
Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of righteous
ness" (Gal. 5 :5). Not yet are we perfectly doing 
God's will, but even now we are attempting to live 
according to those final glorious standards. 

(9) Even now we are in the kingdom. "He has de
livered us from the dominion of darkness and trans
lated us into the kingdom of his beloved Son" (Col. 
1:13). But not yet do we enjoy the kingdom alto
gether. The early apostles were always "strengthen
ing the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to con
tinue in the faith, and saying that through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" 
(Acts 14:22). Paul tells us of his future. "The Lord 
will rescue me from every evil and save me for his 
heavenly kingdom" (2 Tim. 4:18). Even now we are 
in God's kingdom, but not yet as we will be. 
(10) Even now, we are God's children. "The Spirit 

himself bear[s] witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God" (Rom. 8:16). We as Christians are 
indeed sons of God. Who would dispute it? But 
there is a fulfillment yet to come. " ... we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies" (Rom. 8:23). Even now we are sons, but 
not yet with the entirety we shall enjoy. 
(11) Condemnation has come upon some already. 

Of certain opponents of the gospel Paul said, in 1 
Thessalonians 2:16, "But God's wrath has come 
upon them at last!" Again he said, in Romans 1:18, 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who 
by their wickedness suppress the truth." There are 
some who suffer already under God's sentence of 
condemnation. But not yet in all its fury. 

... the Lord Jesus [will be] revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance upon those who do not 
know God and upon those who do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They shall suffer 
the punishment of eternal destruction and ex
clusion from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of his might, when he comes 
on that day (2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

That is the final wrath. Not yet in its fullness, but 
even now the wrath of God has come upon some. 
(12) Even now we are saved. God has " ... saved us 

and called us with a holy calling ... " (2 Tim. 1 :9). But 
not yet are we totally and utterly saved. "Since, 
therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God" (Rom. 5 :9). We are saved, but in its complete
ness it is still future. 

The blessings of Christ have been achieved, with
out being fully manifested. But they have been mani
fested, in this life, here and now. Even in this life we 
can see reflected the flickering fires of hell, or the 
splendored rays from the throne of heaven. Which 
destiny does your life reflect? It is up to each one, 
but it has to begin now. 
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Potpourri ••. 
Some are of the opinion that unity is more im

portant than being right. If truth causes 
people to separate, then, according to this 

view, we must sacrifice truth on the altar of unity-at-
any-price. These apostles of blind-accord seem 
oblivious to the fact that failure to draw lines based 
on truth means anything goes. Some of our Episco
palian neighbors are beginning to find out that being 
without walls makes you vulnerable. 

"An Episcopal diocese in California overwhelm
ingly passed a series of resolutions that position it to 
secede from the Episcopal Church and affiliate with 
conservatives in the global Anglican Communion. 

"If the Diocese of San Joaquin affirms the move 
in a second vote next year, the small diocese, with 48 
parishes and 7,000 members, would be the first to 
try to break from the Episcopal Church, which has 
been tom by conflict since the consecration of a ho
mosexual bishop in 2003. Until now, only individual 
parishes have severed ties. 

"The vote by the diocese is one more step in a 
carefully planned strategy by conservative Episcopa
lians in the United States and primates of Anglican 
provinces, many in the developing world, to unite 
the conservatives, claim the mantle of Anglicanism 
and isolate the Episcopal Church, the 2.3-million
member American branch in the Anglican commun
ion, which claims 77 million members worldwide. 

"The San Joaquin diocese, which does not ordain 
women, has long been one of the most conservative 
of the church's 110 dioceses. It is among seven dio
ceses that were so disturbed by the church's decision 
to consecrate a gay bishop that they have refused to 
accept the authority of the church and its presiding 
bishop. They have also appealed for "alternative 
oversight" to the Archbishop of Canterbury, who as 
head of the Church of England is considered the 
"first among equals" among the Anglican primates" 
(New York Times, Dec. 3, 2006). 

"Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: 
I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I came to 
set a man at variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law 
against her mother in law: and a man's foes shall be 
they of his own household'' (Matt. 10:34-36). 

Crime Does llot Par 
OA would-be robber left two Jersey City banks 

empty-handed yesterday when tellers at both refused 
to comply with his demands for cash, police said. 

He fled North Fork Bank on Ocean Avenue just 
before 11 a.m. after a teller told him the bank didn't 
honor hold-up notes, police said. 

Then, about a half-hour later, he walked out of 
Washington Mutual, at Sip and Bergen avenues, after 
a teller there lectured him on not being able to read a 
sign on her drawer that said, "No cash," police said. 

Wearing a gray hoodie, black leather jacket, and 
sunglasses with rhinestones around the rims, the man 
slipped his hold-up note to a teller at the North Fork 
and the teller said, in a loud voice, "Sir, we don't ac
cept notes here. How can I help you?" police said. 
Apparently nervous, the robber grabbed the hold-up 
note and walked out, police said. 

When he walked into the Washington Mutual, he 
handed over a note that read: "Be quiet. Give me 
cash from the register," police said. 
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The teller explained that no cash was kept in the 
drawer he was looking at and then barked at him, 
"Can't you read the sign on the drawer? It says 'No 
cash,"' according to police. 

He left that bank and was last seen walking along 
Bergen Avenue toward Newkirk Street (New Jersey 
Journal, Dec. 6, 2006) 

Convictions Overturned 
flTwo Australian denominational preachers that 

were convicted of "vilifying" Muslims when they 
quoted from the Quran during a seminar on jihad 
have had their appeals upheld by the Victorian Su
preme Court. 

And while that means they will return to a lower 
court for another trial, that actually is a good result 
(WorldNetDaily, Dec. 30, 2006) 

Testing The laitb 
$In his most powerful statements to date on is

sues involving sexual morality, Pope Benedict XVI 
said homosexuals end up destroying themselves so the 
Church has a duty to speak out on moral issues that 
affect the very spiritual and physical lives of man. 

"In seeking to emancipate himself from his body 
(from the 'biological sphere'), [man] ends up by de
stroying himself," the pope told cardinals, archbish
ops, bishops and members of the Roman Curia in a 
traditional meeting overlooked by most of the world's 
press. "Against those who say that 'the Church should 
not involve herself in these matters,' we can only re
spond: does man not concern us too? The church and 
believers must raise their voices to defend man, the 
creature who, in the inseparable unity of body and 
spirit, is the image of God." 

The pope also referred to the controversy over 
same-sex marriage. 

'~t this point, I cannot fail to mention my concern 
over 'de facto' couples," he said. "When new legisla
tion is created that relativizes marriage, the rejection 
of the definitive bond gains, so to speak, juridical en
dorsement. Relativizing the difference between the 
sexes ... tacitly confirms those bleak theories which 
seek to remove all relevance from a human being's 
masculinity or femininity, as if this were a purely bio
logical matter" (WorldNetDaily, Dec. 30, 2006). 

Hollywood vs. Jtmerica 
DCBS should apologize for having one of its tele

vision characters use a traditional Christmas carol to 
brag about his plans sexually to exploit a woman, ac
cording to the American Family Association. 
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The Tupelo, Miss.-based AFA said that's unac
ceptable to the vast majority of Christians. The asso
ciation, with millions of supporters, takes Christian 
stands on gambling, "gays," pornography and abor
tion, and many other social issues. Its previous boy
cott promotions have had an impact on corporate 
behavior in America. 

The television show, which has been described as 
a "comedy about men, women, sex, dating, divorce, 
mothers, single parenthood, sibling relations, surro
gate families, money and, most importantly, love" 
never would meet the moral guidelines most Christian 
churches espouse (WorldNetDaily, Dec. 16, 2006). 

Jesus of Nazareth 
$Islamic groups held a large militant march 

down the main streets of Nazareth recently (Dec, 
2006), highlighting for some here the plight of pro
fessing Christians in this ancient city where Muslims 
have become a majority and members of the dwin
dling Christian population say they suffer regular in
timidation. 

The Islamic Movement, the main Muslim political 
party in Nazareth, said it organized yesterday's march 
to celebrate Eid ui-Adha, or the Feast of the Sacrifice, 
which commemorates the Muslim belief Abraham 
was willing to sacrifice his son Ishmael for Allah. 
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Christian and Jewish faith dictates it was Isaac, 
not Ishmael, whom Abraham almost sacrificed. 

Islamic Movement leaders paraded down 
Nazareth's main thoroughfare brandishing their 
party's green flag. Young Muslim men in battle gear 
marched and beat drums as a man on loudspeaker 
repeatedly exclaimed in Arabic, "Allah is great." 

Hundreds of activists strutted screaming Islamist 
epithets, including "Islam is the only truth" and "Is
lam shall rule all." 

But Christians interviewed here said otherwise. 
Like Bethlehem's Christians, those in Nazareth 
spoke of attacks against Christian-owned shops and 
told stories of Christian women being raped by Mus
lim men. They noted several instances of interreli
gious violence and Muslim riots they said began 
when Muslims attacked Christian worshippers. The 
Muslims claimed Christians started the violence 
(WorldNetDaily, Dec. 2006). 

Virtuous Woman? 
OMcMINNVILLE, Tenn- A McMinnville mar

ried woman stole items worth tens of thousands of 
dollars in a string of burglaries to make her boy
friend think she had a high-paying job, authorities 
said- (StarNews Online, via Elvin DeShazo). 

Protests 
$JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Groups of ultra-Or

thodox Jews torched trash bins and hurled stones at 
police in Jerusalem in protests against plans to hold a 
homosexual rights march in the holy city. 

Three policemen were hurt and five protesters 
arrested in what Israeli media said was one of the most 
violent demonstrations in the city in recent times. 

Protesters wore torn burlap sacks, resembling 
th~se worn by the bereaved of their community, and 
held signs saying "Jerusalem won't be Sodom and 
Gomorrah," referring to towns the Bible says were 
destroyed by God because of their residents' sinful 
ways. 

lipping Apart lpiscopal Church 
OThe Dallas diocese of the Episcopal Church is 

staying in the denomination - for now - instead of 
splitting over same-sex marriages and the ordination 
of homosexual priests. 

Diocese leaders listened to a plea from their 
bishop to stay in the church, but at a two-day annual 
convention that ended Saturday, they approved a 
process that could lead to leaving the denomination 
next year. 

According to a survey commissioned by Bishop 
James Stanton, more than half of local church lead
ers believe the denomination has gone seriously 
wrong by ordaining homosexual priests and blessing 
same-sex unions. 

About 42 percent said they were ready to leave 
over the issues. Almost a third want to remove "Epis
copal" from church signs and letterhead. 

Only a fourth of the more than 700 leaders sur
veyed said that the Episcopal Church had not gone 
seriously wrong. 

Many of the delegates hope that delaying action 
by a year will give the international Anglican Com
munion time to create a new home for conservative 
American Episcopalians. The communion, based in 
England, has no provision for accommodating dissi
dent groups within national churches. 

"Separation is never a strategy," Stanton told the 
local church leaders, who met at Southfork Ranch. 
"Those who depart the church are not, I think, ful
filling Christ's call but are fulfilling the expectations 
the world has about the church, that we cannot re
ally get along." 
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The largest Episcopal church in the area, Christ 
Church of Plano, pulled out last month. Another, St. 
Matthias of Dallas, did not send representatives to 
the convention. 

In 2003, the denomination confirmed its first 
openly homosexual bishop and allowed local bishops 
to bless same-sex unions. This year, the church elected 
a new presiding bishop who supported both decisions. 

The Episcopalians are one of several denomina
tions struggling to agree on what the Bible says about 
gender and sexuality. Some Episcopal leaders in 
Texas, including Bishop jack Iker of Fort Worth, ob
ject to the ordination of women, which the denomi
nation approved in 1974. 

The Dallas diocese reaches from Texarkana to 
Waxahachie and is among the fastest-growing in the 
church, up 13 percent over the past 25 years the na
tional church shrank by a quarter (Information from, 
The Dallas Morning News). 

Studds's Spouse 

0 BosroN, Oct. 17 - The federal government 
has refused to pay death benefits to the spouse of 
former congressman Gerry E. Studds (D-Mass.), the 
first openly homosexual member of Congress. 

Studds married Dean Hara in 2004 after same
sex marriage was legalized in Massachusetts. But 
Hara will not be eligible to receive any portion of 
Studds's estimated $114,337 annual pension because 
the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act bars the federal 
government from recognizing Studds' marriage. 

Peter Graves, a spokesman for the Office of Per
sonD:el Management, which administers the congres
sional pension program, said same-sex partners are 
not recognized as spouses for any marriage benefits. 
He said Studds's case is the first of its kind known to 
the agency. 

Under federal law, pensions can be denied only 
to lawmakers' same-sex partners and to people con
victed of espionage or treason, Graves said. 

The homosexuality of Studds was exposed dur
ing a teenage-page sex scandal in 1983. He died Sat
urday at 69, several days after collapsing while walk
ing his dog. Doctors said he had developed two 
blood clots. 

Graves said Studds could have purchased an insur
able interest annuity, similar to an insurance policy, 
which is allowed under both the civil service and the 
federal-employee retirement system and is not af
fected by the Defense of Marriage Act. Graves said he 
did not know whether Studds used that option. 
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Peter J. Sepp, spokesman for the nonprofit 
watchdog group National Taxpayers Union, esti
mated Studds's annual pension at $114,337. That 
would have made Hara, 48, eligible for a lifetime an
nual pension of about $62,000, which would grow 
with inflation, if the marriage were recognized by the 
federal government, Sepp said. 

Hara declined to comment. 
Gary Buseck, legal director for the group Gay and 

Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, said Studds's case 
may offer "a moment of education for Congress." 

"Now they have a death in the congressional 
family of one of their distinguished members whose 
spouse is being treated differently than any of their 
spouses," Buseck said. 

In 2004, Massachusetts became the first state to 
legalize same-sex marriage after gay couples success
fully sued for the right to marry. 

Studds was elected to Congress in 1972. In 1983, 
a 27-year-old man disclosed that he and Studds had 
had a sexual relationship a decade earlier when he was 
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a congressional page. The House censured Studds, 
who revealed on the House floor that he was "gay." 

Constituents reelected Studds until he retired in 
1997 to become a lobbyist for the fishing industry 
and environmental causes (Associated Press). 

Mention of 11Prayer" Enrages Professor 

O"For Christ and Humanity." That's the motto 
of Olivet College in Michigan, where a Christian stu
dent says he was punished by one of his professors 
for making a reference to God in the classroom. 

Olivet College freshman Jeremiah Bannister, an 
aspiring journalist, claims he was recently the target 
of anti-Christian bigotry and grade retaliation in his 
"Writing and Rhetoric" class. Bannister says Profes
sor Austin Jackson, a Sunni Muslim, took exception 
to an essay he and another student had written op
posing affirmative action and slavery reparations. 

The freshman shares that when he was asked by 
the professor to voice his personal opinion on what 
Mrican-Americans can do to overcome historical 
prejudice, one of his suggestions was prayer - a re
sponse that upset the educator. 

"He was very, very angry about it," says Bannis
ter, "[and] said that invoking God in class was unac
ceptable; that it was anti-intellectual, that it was bel
ligerent, and [that] it was completely unacceptable in 
his classroom. And he actually docked us 10 points 
from our grade because I invoked God in my opinion 
of what could be done." 

According to Bannister, he was instructed to 
never mention anything about God or Jesus in the 
classroom. He says he has talked to the school about 
the situation. 

"I guess there were numerous standards of the 
school handbook policy that were broken by the pro
fessor in doing what he did, but they are going to be 
addressing the problem," says the student, who sus
pects he may be asked to represent other Christian 
students before school officials. 

"I may also have to speak before the administra
tion of the school on the issue of the treatment of 
Christians and the Christian worldview on campus, 
and the general feeling amongst many Christian stu
dents that we are being marginalized and even op
pressed in many areas and treated badly." 

Jackson, who is a doctoral student in the Mrican 
American and Mrican Studies Program as well as a 
full-time professor at Michigan State University, is an 
open proponent of communism (AgapePress - we 
are obliged to Elvin DeShazo for this information) 

Teen Escapes 
@A 15-year-old Egyptian girl has escaped from a 

team of Muslims who kidnapped her and threatened 
her with rape if she did not convert to Islam, accord
ing to a new report from Voice of the Martyrs." 

The group, a Christian aid organization that has 
helped members of the persecuted Christian church 
worldwide since its founding in 1967, said it is for 
situations such as the recent one involving Lorans 
Wageah Emeel that it runs safe houses in various lo
cations throughout the Muslim world. 

The teen, living in El Mahala AI Kobra, about 60 
miles north of Cairo, disappeared from a public bus 
on Oct. 2, when a team of Muslims drugged her and 
threatened her with rape if she refused to embrace 
Islam, described by its supporters as a "religion of 
peace." 

Her parents were notified via text message that, 
"The girl is not accepting easily, but she will embrace 
Islam for sure." Another said, "Take the rest of your 
daughters and leave the city, or you will lose them 
one by one." 

The Compass Direct report provided to Voice of 
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the Martyrs said it was the next night, about 10 p.m. 
on Oct. 3, when she was able to escape from a deten
tion room where she was being held in Helwan, a 
suburb just south of Cairo. 

She fled while the terrorists were taking a break 
from a Ramadan fast, the report said. She was able to 
contact authorities, but was told then that if she did 
not deny the kidnapping had occurred, she would 
"never see her parents again." 

The kidnapping was reported only by the El 
Tareek, the sole Arabic Christian newspaper in the 
Middle East. It said that the abductors wanted the 
girl, a student at Saida Nafesa High School in El 
Mahala AI Kobra, to reject Christ and embrace Is
lam. 

Her family members had gathered at the El 
Mahala AI Kobra police station on the morning of 
Oct. 3 to plead with officers to find Lorans and re
turn her to them. Her parents accused a Muslim man 
of kidnapping their daughter in a report filed at the 
police station (WorldNetDaily, Oct. 12, 2006). 

Unveiled Women 
$Australia's top Muslim cleric rationalized a se

ries of gang rapes by Arab men, blaming women who 
"sway suggestively," wear make-up and don't cover 
themselves in the tradition of Islam. 

Sheik Taj el-Dene Elhilaly's comments in a 
Ramadan sermon in a Sydney mosque have stirred a 
furor in the country with even Prime Minister John 
Howard weighing in with condemnation. 

The cleric also said the judge in the case, who 
sentenced the rapists, had "no mercy." 

"But the problem, but the problem all began with 
who?" he said, referring to the women victims
whom he said were "weapons used by Satan." 

The victims of the vicious gang rapes are leading 
the national outcry - with some calling for deporta-
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tion of the sheik. In a Sydney Daily Telegraph online 
poll, 84 percent of people said the Egyptian-hom 
sheik should be deported. 

"If you take out uncovered meat and place it out
side on the street, or in the garden or in the park, or 
in the backyard without a cover, and the cats come 
and eat it ... whose fault is it, the cats or the uncov
ered meat?" the sheik said in his sermon. "The un
covered meat is the problem. If she was in her room, 
in her home, in her hijab, no problem would have 
occurred." 

A 16-year-old girl, whose gang rape investigation 
was the subject of a secret police report, issued an 
open letter yesterday. 

"You are a sad person who has no understanding 
of what really happens when these people inflict 
harm and degrading acts upon me or any other 
young girls," she said. 

Initially, the mufti of Australia would not back 
away from his comments. But today he apologized. 

"I unreservedly apologize to any woman who is 
offended by my comments," he said in a statement. 
"I had only intended to protect women's honor." 

Howard said the sheik's remarks were "appalling 
and reprehensible" (WorldNetDaily). Fp 

A classic commentary 

Paul's Letter 
to the Saints 
ofRoJDe 
By Robertson L. Whiteside 

Whitesides commentary on the book of 
Romans is decidely not just another book. It is 
not a plagiaristic rehash of other books that 
have been written. The author's years of study 
of, and inspiring essays on the apostolic mas
terpiece make this book a distinct contribu
tion to Christian literature. In some remarable 
instances the author has broken new ground 
which will open up a field of new thoughts to 
the reader. Here is a book you will cherish. 

$23.95 
1584270691 • Hardcover • 304 pgs. 

$15.95 
1584270470 • paperback • 304 pgs. 
$3.50 s&h for each book 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



Q 
By Cecil May Jr. 

The lord's Day 

Question: Would you care to comment on the 
Lord's day (first day of the week) as a rest day? 

I to think it was a sin to work on Sunday; now I 
don't know what the Bible teaches about that. Is that 
just tradition? 

Answer: The law God gave through Moses at 
fi Sinai commanded man to remember the Sab
bath day and keep it holy. To "rest" and to "do no 
work" were the ways, specifically stated in the law, 
by which it was to be kept holy. It was also specified 
that the Sabbath is the seventh day, Saturday (Exod. 
20:8-10). 

By the time of Jesus, the Pharisees and lawyers 
(today we would say theologians) had become un
comfortable with the broad principle God left them. 
They felt man needed much more specific direction 
as to what was work and what was not. In their tradi
tions, which to them were as binding as the law it
self, they gave endless regulations, specifying what 
was permissible activity and what was forbidden 
work. The regulations were so minute and detailed 
that the Sabbath, as they defined it, became a burden 
too hard for man to bear instead of a blessing and a 
day of rest (Mark 2:27). A law God intended for 
man's good was used to condemn Jesus for doing 
good on the day intended for man's good (Mark 3:2-
4). We are not under the command to rest on the 
Sabbath (Saturday), of course, by the same reasoning 
by which we recognize we are not to keep the Old 
Testament dietary laws (Lev. 11), feast days (Exod. 
23) or priesthood. The Law of Moses, containing the 
law of the Sabbath, has now been changed (Heb. 
7:12), fulfilled (Matt. 5:17-18), and abolished (Eph. 
2: 15). Gentiles were never under it; Jews are no 
longer under it (Gal. 3 :24-25). Sabbaths are specifi
cally mentioned in the New Testament as something 
by which we are not to be judged since Christ can
celed "the record of debt that stood against us with 
its legal demands ... nailing it to the cross" (Col. 
2:14-16). In the New Testament, the church, as 

directed by the apostles, met to perform certain spe
cific acts of worship on "the first day of the week" 
(Acts 20:7), the day on which Christ rose from the 
dead (Mark 16:9). 

Since congregations meet for worship on Sunday 
in order to conform to God's will in that matter, and 
have since the first century, and since the laws or cus
toms of some countries, including ours, have been 
sympathetic to Christianity and have made Sunday a 
holiday for most businesses, many have come to 
think of Sunday as "The Christian Sabbath." Actu
ally, however, that is neither biblical terminology nor 
a biblical idea. The New Testament nowhere trans
fers the idea of rest from the seventh day to the first 
day. 

Those who have tried to enforce Sunday as a day 
of rest have often run into the same kind of inconsis-
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tencies the Pharisees did. Some would ban fishing 
but would watch ball games. Some would not plow 
but expected their wife to cook a big dinner and 
clean up afterward. Some thought it was sinful to 
read the funnies but would chew and spit and tell 
hunting and fishing yarns all afternoon. 

The New Testament speaks of the first day of the 
week in connection with two activities of the early 
church: the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7) and giving (1 
Cor. 16: 1-2). Both of these references point to Sunday 
as a day of assembly for worship, mutual admonition 
and encouragement rather than as a day of rest. 

In Revelation 1:10 there is an additional refer
ence worthy of note. John, in exile on the Isle of 
Patmos, wrote, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 
day." The word translated "Lord's" in that passage is 
almost unique as far as the New Testament is con
cerned. It appears only twice. It is an adjective mean
ing, "relating or pertaining to the Lord." 

Christians from earliest days have taken "the 
Lord's day" to refer to Sunday, and there does not 
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seem to be a reasonable alternative to that sugges
tion. If, then, the day belongs peculiarly to the Lord 
(every day, of course, belongs to the Lord in some 
sense), it can be reasonably supposed that God will 
be pleased if we use it as Christ used the Sabbath, for 
doing good. 

The other time the word "Lord's" is used is in 1 
Corinthians 11 :20 in reference to the church corning 
together to partake of "the Lord's supper." It is sug
gestive that the Lord used this word in these two 
connections only: the Lord's day and the Lord's sup
per. It is the overall teaching of scripture and the uni
versally consistent testimony of the early church that 
these two, the Lord's day and the Lord's supper, are 
inseparably connected. There should be no Lord's 
day without the Lord's supper and no Lord's supper 
without the Lord's day. 
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Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 387-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pbac~ 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edilion) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wHe 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 Important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 57/a' . 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.uestions 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed·Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. II was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJLo1 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

Th is classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y.!'x5%') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
Ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
lor Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through Inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.76 a&h • Texas rea/dents 
add 6.26" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but 'may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he Is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive 'the word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine 'the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so." whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as •noble." 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, m1mmum charge $ 10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 

church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O . Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 

ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 

publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ in Buffalo, WY, pop. 4,000 
plus is looking for a sound conservative preacher. 
20 plus members. No elders. Present preacher is 
leaving july 1 after 6 years. Church building seats 
about 150. 3-bdrm house, full basement, 2'1> baths, 
2-car garage, plus utilities and $1,200/mo. Send 
resume, recorded sermon, brief statement on your 
doctrinal positions on worship, benevolence, 
evangelism, morality, marriage, divorce, and work 
of the Holy Spirit. Send ro Church of Christ, ttl 
Fort Street, Buffalo, WY 82834. Doug Stahl, (307) 
684-7938. cocbuffalo@vcn.com 

Full-time preacher wanted in Ferriday, LA. Approx. 
75-80 attendance. 3-bdrm, 2-barh home provided. 
Send resume, references, and rape, CD, or DVD of 
recent sermon ro Church of Christ, P.O. Box 724, 
Ferriday, LA 71334. Contacts: Bill King (318) 757-
3657; J.L. Barker (31 8) 757-2618; Mike Barker 
(318) 757-3676. (Atrn. preacher search.) 

Spiritually matured, full-time minister wanted for 
small (25 +) congregation. 3-bd, 2-barh house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send resume with 
references, photo, audio or video ro Bill johnson, 
116 Miller Ave., Louisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773-5820. Located 30 miles from Mississippi Scare 
Univ. and Magnolia Bible College. 

The 10th & Rockford church of Christ in Tulsa, 
OK is seeking a fu ll-time associate minister who is 
dedicated ro the truth and can preach, reach, 
evangelize, and work with the youth. We are a 
congregation of 200 + members with e lders, 
deacons, and a pulpit minister. We are committed 
ro sound doctrine and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates should send their 
res& me, references, and a raped sermon to 1 Orh & 
Rockford church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 ATT: Elders or email your resume 
to RockfordCofC@aol.com 

The Church of Christ at Richwood, a small 
congregation committed to rhe gospel, is seeking a 
full-time preacher. We will furnish a salary, plus a 
4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. Richwood is on rhe 
Gulf Coast about 50 miles south of Houston, TX, 
on Hwy 288. Contact M ike Haschke (979-297-
4259, mhaschke@earthlink.net) or Gil Yoder (281-
541-7591, yoder@oabs.org) for more information. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
ro help in rhe spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of rhe elders. Primary 
responsibilities arc organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in rhe Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class reachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 

administration as a cooperative ream member on 
rhe ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Cente r . Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes ro Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/minister. The congregation is 
committed ro the faithful interpretation of 
Scriptures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Westside Church of Christ located in a rural town 
(pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as their local minister/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem
bers in a progressive farming/ranching region. 
This church has irs own building and home. 
Mature applicants must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need ro provide supplemental 
support or income. Send resume, copy of sermon 

fnermeier's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories, and other Information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texss residents sdd 6.25% tsx 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

tape, and your picture to Westside Church of 
Christ, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chasc3000.com. 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in C laremore , Oklahoma has an immediate 
opening for a spiritually mature young man/family 
to work with a well established youth/parent 
group. We arc a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send resume to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire for the position ro 319 E. Blue 
Starr, Claremore, OK 74017 or e-mail to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

Preachers Available 
Sound Gospel Preacher available immediately; 
40 years of preaching; willing to do personal 
evange lism; hospital visitation; four married 
faithful adult children, with nine grandchildren. 
Write bulletin articles; counseling. Can bring 
some support if needed. Kirk Castleman, Box 
336, Merkel, Tex 79536, 325-280-7598 
kirkcastleman@merkelchurchofchrist.org 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome ro Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

'Victory 
8ver 

tfrials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Texas resideniS add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for unders tanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $UMl5 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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-Firm Fo1Uldation Panola Lectureship-
-March 11·14, 200'7-

-The Church of Christ, a New Denomination?-
Sund'Q', 1VIareh 11 

9:30 a.m ••••••••...•. The Church of Christ: Are we to Become 
a New Religious Denomination? ............................................. John Davis 

10:30 a.m •.•..•....•.• The Church of Christ: How Do We Keep Our Distinct 
and Unique Biblical Identity ••••.....•..••••••••••••.•.•..........•.•••••.•••.•••... Ken Tyler 

12:00 p.m •••.•.......• Fellowship Meal 
4:00 p.m ...••.•.••..• Panel Discussion 
5:00 p.m .•.•..•.•.... Congregational Singing 
6:00 p.m .•••••....•.. The Church of Christ: Will We Abandon Biblical Unity 

for Denominational Union? ••..•.••••••.••..••...•••..•••.•.•••••••.•••••••••••• Clay Martin 
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7:45 p.m .•........••. Will We Replace the Bible's Teachings on Leadership 

in the Local Congregational Setting? ....................................... Allen Hahn 
Tuesci'Q', Mareh 13 

7:00 p.m ••••••.•.•••• Communicating the Truth of God Today 
Over Radio and Television .................................................. Eddie Parrish 
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Brotherhood Periodicals, Books, and the Internet ....•.•.•••.•• Mike Medford 

Wedaesda7, 1VIaroh 14 
7:00 p.m ••••••••••••• What Can the Faithful Christian Do to Help Stop Efforts 

to Take Us Away from Our Lord? ........................................ Foy·forehand 
7:45 p.m ••••••••••.•• The Church of Christ: Onward Christian Soldiers •••••••••••••••• Bryan Hodge 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 2006 

Vol. 122 Houston, Texas • February 2007 No.2 

(We continue this reprint of G. C. Brewers excellent review and repudiation of a pair of apostates. Brewer 
exposed the fallacy of these deluded false brothers more than a half-century ago. It is amazing to re-read 
Brewer's exposure of false teaching and note how it parallels the teaching of some in the church today who are 
vigorously attempting to change the church. "There is no new thing under the sun.') If the churches of Christ are 
the restored church of the first century -and we contend they are - then to attempt to reform them is to deny 
the authority of God and the revealed will of God. If the churches of Christ are not the restored first-century 
church someone ought to produce the evidence and demonstrate where they fall short. This piece is long, but 
not tedious. You will enjoy reading every word of it.) 

Multitude of Words 
By G. C. Brewer 

Should not the multitude of words be an
swered? And should a man tull of talk be justi
fied? Should thy boastings make men hold 

their peace? And when thou mockest, shall no man 
make thee ashamed? For thou sayest, My doctrine is 
pure, And I am clean in thine eyes. But oh that God 
would speak, And open his lips against thee, And 
that he would show thee, the secrets of wisdom! For 
he is manifold in understanding. Know therefore 
that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity 
deserveth" Qob 11:2-6). 

In this chapter we shall give attention specifically 
to the twenty reasons submitted by Brother Etter for 
his departure from the faith . All these reasons have 
already been met in the preceding chapters and the 
fallacy upon which they are based has been pointed 
out, but in order that no one may fail to see the basic 
fallacy running through the whole fabric of fallacies 
we take these enumerated reasons and dissect them 
severally. 

That one fallacy upon which Reedy and Etter 
launched their attack is the assumption that the 
church to which they belonged and from which they 
were departing is a sect whose doctrines and prac
tices they had ceased to believe and to whose arbi
trary authority they could no longer submit. 

If their assumption were correct - if there is a 
sect called Church of Christ and if their allegations 
against it are true and correct, then (1) they did right 
in leaving that "fellowship" in which, according to 
their statements, they were not "fellowshipped" any 
way, and (2) those of us who belong only to the New 
Testament church have nothing at all to do with this 
discussion and disaffection. We are no more con
cerned about denominational disputes in the Church 
of Christ than we are about disputes over doctrines 
and authorities in any other denomination. We care 
no more about preachers rebelling against the ruling 
authorities in the Church of Christ than we do about 
such occurrences in the Methodist Church. 

(co11ti11ued 011 page 6) 
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Editorial 

Silence 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T e silence of the inspired scriptures pro
hibits, and permits. That paradox1 may 
sound like a contradiction. The truth is 

that Bible silence is sometime prohibitive and 
other times permissive. It allows and it disal
lows. 

These two premises state the proposition: 
1. A specific statement or command limits 

to what is precisely stated or ordered. A precise 
word in a command is restrictive and prohibits. 

2. A Bible command given in general terms may be permis
SIVe. 

Conclusion: If the Bible commands something in a definite 
way and is silent about all options, our obedience is limited to 
what is expressly commanded (otherwise it is not obedience but 
disobedience). Obedience is the product of faith, and disobedi
ence is unbelief. On the other hand, if the Bible commands us to 
do something but does not specify some aspects of the command, 
then we have the libercy to use any option that does not itself vio
late a Bible principle. 

To restate and emphasize: A specific command excludes ev
erything not specified. If a command is explicit, it is limiting. If a 
command is general, or if there is total silence, it can be permis
sive, bur no allowable option may be in violation of a Bible prin
ciple. 

Example 

The baptism of the great commission illustrates the principle of 
when silence is binding and when silence permits choice. 

The Bible tells us that the baptism involves burial and resurrec
tion. 

The penitent believer is to be "buried with him Qesus)" and 
"raised together with him Uesus)" (Col. 2:12). 

The burial and the resurrection are essential elements of bap
tism, which is not immersion only, but it is "going down into the 
water" (Acts 8:38), and "coming up out of the water" (Matt J: 16). 
The word "immerse" does not include resurrection and therefore 

"Paradox" is defined as "a statement, proposition, or situation that seems to be absurd or 
contradictory, bur in fact is or may be true" 



it does not translate the Greek word baptizo. Bible baptism in wa
ter to receive remission of sins requires submerging and emerging 
... burial and resurrection (Rom. 6:4). The burial and resurrection 
aspect of the baptism of the great commission is both commanded 
(Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4), and illustrated by example (Acts 8:38; 
Matt. 3:16-17). 

The command is specific as to the action required, and allows 
no alternatives. Sprinkling is not baptism because it is not burial 
and resurrection. 

The Bible is silent as to whether the baptism is to be in a river, 
a cistern, a stock-tank, a baptistery, or a swimming pool. There is 
no specific co~~and in the Bible as to where we baptize, and its 
silence allow$. choice. 

It is probable that the baptism of the 3,000 converts on the day 
of Pentecost ·was in the various pools and cisterns in the Jewish 
Temple. Johri the Baptist and the disciples of the Lord baptized in 
the river Jordan. It is likely that Phillip baptized the eunuch from 
Ethiopia in a· pond by the side of the Gaza highway. 

There is no explicit command about where the baptism is to 
occur, and we see various locations used for baptisms in the Bible, 
and therefore must conclude that the place is a matter of human 
decision. 

To reiterate - a precise command limits; a general command 
or total silence permits. Silence can be permissive or prohibitive, 
depending on the context. 

Another Example 

In the Passover, Moses told the people to select and sacrifice an 
unblemished, male, lamb of the first year (Exod. 12:5). The com
mand is clear and concise - it is particular and definite. The com
mand to take a lamb excludes all other categories of animals. 

If Moses had told the Israelites to use an "animal" in the Pass
over memorial, then any kind of animal would be acceptable. 
However, Moses specified a certain kind of animal- a lamb
and obedience was limited to a lamb. 

Further, they were to take an unblemished lamb of the first 
year. A blemished two-year old lamb would not do. The lamb had 
to be a male ... a female lamb was excluded. The command was 
explicit and obedience 11ad to be precise 

If a descendant of Abraham had said, "Well, this is a small mat
ter, it is "way too unimportant" to concern us. Obeying the com
mand is inconvenient because I don't like lambs and therefore do 
not keep lambs. I will offer a heifer, or an ox, or a cat, or maybe a 
vegetable. What difference can it possibility make to God? Surely, 
he is not that fussy. It is my opinion that any animal or even a veg
etable will do just fine." If a son of Abraham had reasoned this 
way, would God accept his sacrifice? 

Remember the sacrifices of Cain and Abel ... one offered by 
faith (did what God told him to do without deviation), and the 
other offered a substitute for what Jehovah had commanded. God 
had respect to the one who precisely obeyed and had not respect 
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the one who followed his own will, preference, and 
convenience - Cain was a tiller of the ground, and 
Abel was a keeper of sheep (Gen. 4:1-7; Heb. 11:4). 
Abel offered an animal. Cain offered a vegetable. 
God allowed no substitution. Saving faith is doing 
exactly what is commanded. 
In keeping the Passover, the devout Jew had a 
choice. He was required to offer an unblemished 
male lamb of the first year, but it could be from the 
sheep or from the goats (Ex 12:5). The male unblem
ished lamb of the first year was to be separated from 
the flock on the 1om day of Abib and kept four days 
before being sacrificed (Ex 12:3-6). God was silent 
about where to keep the separated lamb. It could be 
kept it in a solitary pen, in a residence, tied to a tree, 
or it could "lay in his bosom" (2 Sam. 12:3). Silence 
gave consent, because there was no instruction about 
where to keep the animal. 

The specific command to take a lamb prohibited 
any other kind of animal. The command included a 
lamb, and excluded every other kind of animal. The 
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Bible was silent about other kinds of animals, but the 
silence did not give consent because the command 
was specific as to the kind of animal. Silence follow
ing an explicit command prohibits. 

If the command had been generic ("take an ani
mal"), followed by silence, it would have been per
missive. 

Silence can be prohibitive, or it can be permis
sive, depending on whether the command is definite 
or is generic. 

Still Another Example 

Nadab and Abihu learned the hard way that when 
God says "holy fire" he means "holy" fire.;and laid 
incense thereon, and offered strange fire before Je
hovah, which he had not command~d them. And 
there came forth fire from before Jehqvah, and de
voured them, and they died before Jehovah (Lev. 
10:1-2). 

Notice "strange fire ~ .. which he ijehovah) had 
not commanded them." In Lev. 6:9-18 and other 
places in the Mosaic Law, Jehovah told ~e .Levitical 
priests to use the perpetually burning fire from the 
altar of Jehovah in making sacrifices. God com
manded they use such fire. Nadab and Abihu took it 
upon themselves to use "strange fire" in offering a 
sacrifice of· incense - fire that Jehovah "had not 
commanded them." Jehovah had been silent about 
"strange fire," but not silent about all fire. 

A fire from Jehovah devoured Nadab .and Abihu. 
Will-worship (Col. 2:23) received a ringing rebuke. 
The people were taught, in a never to be forgotten 
manner, that "to obey is better than sacrifice" (1 
Sam. 15:22). We must do precisely what the Lord 
tells us to do in exactly the way he tells us to do it. 
Don't bring Agag back alive! 

Application of the Lesson of Silence 
to Music in Worship 

The New Testament is emphatically specific in saying 
that music in Christian worship is singing (Col. 3:16-
17; Eph. 5:18-19; 1 Cor. 14:15; Heb. 2:12; 13:15). 
Without exception every time anything is said· about 
music in worship of God the inspired writer uses the 
explicit term "sing." 

There are two kinds of music and only two kinds 
- singin...g and instrumental. (Some list a third as "a 
combination of the two," but that is not a third kind 
of music. It is a combination of the two.) 

The new covenant is specific in telling us to sing 
and it never - never - never mentions musical 



instruments or playing. It says "sing," and is silent as 
to any other kind of music. The silence is prohibitive 
because the word sing is a definite kind of music. 

To inject mechanical instruments into the wor
ship of the church is to go beyond what is written. 
"Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in 
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the 
Son" (2 John 9). To go beyond what is written, is to 
be without God. 

Conclusion 
Jack P. Lewis~ 2 ·(The Instrumental Music Issue, pub
lished by the Gospel Advocate Company), calls on In
dependent Christian people to tell us "why they do 
not use incense, ·holy water, religious dancing." We 
might add, would Independent Christian preachers 
and teachers accept sprinkling as a substitute for bap
tism? 

Everett Ferguson in his bookl makes the follow
ing points on singing in worship: 

(1) Song is a way of preaching Christ; 
(2) Song is a confession of faith made by lips. 

Heb. 13:15; 
(3) Song expresses the indwelling Spirit and the 

word of Christ. Eph. 5:18-19; 
(4) Song as praise is a spiritual sacrifice. Heb. 

13:15; 
(5) In song there is sharing in heavenly, 

eschatological praise. Heavenly beings are constantly 
singing praises to God. Rev. 4:8; 10-11; 5:8-12; 
14:2-3; 15:2-3; 

(6) Song is for mutual edification. Eph. 5:19; 
(7) Song exemplifies the unity of the church. 

Rom. 15:6; 
(8)" Song involves the whole person. 1 Cor. 

14:15, Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16, Heb. 13:15; 
(9) Song expresses religious emotion. James 
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Multitude of Words 
(continued from page 1) 

We all know, however, that Reedy and Etter in
tended to include all of us who are still pleading for 
the restoration of the ancient order in their charges. 
No one has ever yet been able to meet the issue on 
the plea for a return to the New Testament - a res
toration of the New Testament church. All have to 
admit that there was a church in the New Testament 
and that men were members of it and worked 
through it to the glory of God without any of the or
ganizations or institutions of men that we now have. 
Then why may we not be members of that body now, 
and why may we not work and worship now just as 
New Testament Christians did? Why ·be anything 
more than a Christian? Why balong to any church or 
body that conversion - obedience to the gospel -
does not add you to or align you with? Why recog
nize any Head but Christ? (Eph. 1 :20-22; 5 :22; Col. 
1:18.) Why submit to any authority except the au
thority of the Lord? Why wear any denominational 
name or vow allegiance to any denominational au
thority? 

We say that no one has ever answered these ques
tions fairly or met this · issue head on. Denom
inationalists have always evaded and misrepresented 
and engaged in false charges and recriminations. Dr. 
J.B. Jeter in his notorious "Review of Campbellism" 
did that; and so every other opponent that the resto
ration plea has ever had has made use of the same tac
tics. Reedy and Etter did not even show the slightest 
improvement on the old sectarian method. They 
parroted and echoed the same old canards and pro
foundly proposed the same old conundrums that sec
tarians, digressives, dissenters, and renegades have 
been howling for more than a hundred years. Even 
their tone of voice is typical and their phraseology 
true to pattern. 

Let us suppose for argument sake that some 
Christians have formed themselves into a sect which 
they call the Church of Christ, then let us consider 
the following questions: Where does that sect have 
its headquarters? What polity or form of government 
has this sect adopted? Who are the officials of this 
sect and what are their official titles? Is membership 
in this sect compulsory? If not, how and why did 
Brothers Reedy and Etter come to be members of 
that sect? If membership is compulsory, then may 
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one obtain this membership or get into this sect un
wittingly and unconsciously? Is the author of this re
view a member of that sect? If so, what proof could 
he give of this membership or what certificate could 
he display or what pass word could he whisper or 
what handgrip could he use to enjoy the rights and 
privileges and benefits and emoluments that this 
membership must entitle him to? If membership in 
this sect is not mandatory and necessary in order to 
be a child of God, then this author humbly entreats 
"whatever powers there be" to allow him to remain 
out of this sect, as he has always remained out of all 
other "fellowships"! 

And here are a few other questions that any 
preacher who contemplates following the example 
of Reedy and Etter should answer: If simple Chris
tians form themselves into a sect, who is to blame, 
the silent and uninformed brethren or the leaders 
and preachers? Is not "like priest, like people" a true 
saying? Are not Christians what their leaders make 
them? Should not intellectual and sch~larly preach
ers be able to hold their brethren back from sectari
anism and other errors? How does it happen then 
that after such men have been preaching the gospel 
and teaching the Bible for forty years they suddenly 
find that those whom they have been teaching and 
molding have degenerated into a denomination with 
views so narrow and rules so arbitrary that they (the 
preachers) can no longer endure the tyranny of their 
fellowship? If those whom a teacher has taught for a 
quarter of a century are still ignorant of the most 
fundamental truths, is there no reflection on the 
teacher? 

If one preaches the simple gospel of Christ today 
and persuades people to obey that gospel - to do 
simply and only what men did in Acts, will not one 
thus make Christians? Then may not a preacher thus 
make Christians and live with and labor for and fel
lowship with these Christians? Then why would a 
preacher after having preached for forty years have 
to join a denomination in order to find somebody to 
fellowship him- and support him? 

Brother, these considerations should give you 
pause "unless indeed ye be reprobate" (2 Cor. 13:5). 

We now take up Carl Etter's reasons one by one, 
first giving his exact statement and then giving a 



brief answer or a longer answer according to what 
the reason seems to deserve: 

Reason Number One: 
First, we do not subscribe to the belief that the 
Church of Christ, as it is so labeled, includes 
all true Christians. To become identified with 
another religious group of people is no evi
dence that one is not a member of the Church 
of Christ in its true and universal sense. 

Answer: We are not acquainted with a sect "so la
beled" Church of Christ, but we are sure that it does 
not contain all Christians. If it did, it would not be a 
sect. A part of a thing cannot be the whole of a thing. 
But the sect to which Brother Etter transferred does 
not contain all Christians either. Why be a member 
of a sect? 

Reason Number Two: 
Second, the teaching of the Church of Christ 
is based upon a superficial interpretation of 
the Bible and is fundamentally in error. This is 
true with reference to the nature of God, 
Christ, the Bible, the Church, man's mission 
in the world, and many other issues having 
both theological and social implications. 

Answer: The Church of Christ must be a denomi
nation formed and fostered by ignorant men! 

How would it do to allow the people of God to 
learn of God, Christ, the, Church, etc., from the 
Bible itself without being controlled by "official in
terpreters" or by an established "Church View"? Is 
not the Bible God's own revelation of himself and of 
his will? Can men to whom God has thus spoken un
derstand him or will they have to have this word 
doled out to them by "official interpreters"? 

Let the reader see how many gross errors -
aside from rank infidelity - he can recognize and 
identify in Brother Etter's charges. 

It would have been very helpful to us humble 
Christians if Brother Etter had told us just what is 
the erroneous view that the Church of Christ holds 
in reference to the nature of "God, Christ, the Bible, 
the Church," etc., or if he had referred us to the 
Canons of said church where such erroneous and su
perficial views are set forth and then in contrast pre
sented what he conceives to be the profound and 
correct view of the "nature of God, Christ, the Bible, 
the Church," etc. Why did he not render us this one 
beneficial service before he departed? Did he ever 
correct any errors on these points while he was a 
teacher, preacher, and writer among the saints? 

Is there anyone, living who can recall ever hear
ing Brother Etter present the true picture of the 

Nature of God and Christ? Some one may reply that 
Brother Etter did not want to present a view con
trary to the views held by his associates. But that will 
not do. His records show and his students testify to 
the effect that that was all he did. He ridiculed his 
brethren and bemoaned their narrowness and igno
rance as far back as when he taught at Cordell, Okla
homa. But no one can recall his scholarly and el
evated view of the nature of God and of Christ! Let 
us hope that he will not die until he enlightens the 
whole believing world on the Nature of God and of 

. Christ! Bible believing Christians have no need of his 
views on these profound subjects, but the science of 
theology should no longer be deprived of this great 
boon! 

Reason Number Three: 
Third, the teaching of the Church of Christ is 
inconsistent and contradicts the announced 
slogans of the so-called Restoration Move
ment. The Church of Christ proposes to speak 
where the Bible speaks and keep silent where 
it is silent. It does neither. 

Answer: Why did not Brother Etter cite some 
proof of this grave charge? Why did he not specify 
some point on which the Bible is silent and the 
"Church of Christ" speaks and vice versa? There 
should not be any such sect as Church of Christ, but 
even that poor, sinful thing should not have to suffer 
the false acc.usations of a disgruntled and a renegade 
preacher. 

Since this is an allegation without either specifi
cations or citations we cannot be expected to give 
any answer other than a peremptory denial. We shall 
therefore just speak where the Bible speaks and an
swer in the exact words of Holy Writ: 

''There are no such things done as thou sayest, but 
thou feignest them out of thine own heart" (Neh. 
6:8). 

Reason Number Four: 
Fourth, the Church of Christ claims to have 
no creed except Christ, but it has twenty un
written creeds to one of which one must sub
scribe in order to have fellowship of the par
ticular wing of the church with which one 
chooses to become identified. Some of the let
ters which we have received, including letters 
from ministers known to be "sound in the 
faith," point out that the Church of Christ is 
becoming increasingly interested in heresy 
hunting. How do these heresy hunters deter
mine when they have found a victim? They 
hear his speech or read his writings and weigh 
what they hear or read against the teaching in 
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the unwritten creed or creeds of the church 
which they have adopted as their standard. 
Christ was wise enough to stay out of the 
writing field, but He was finally apprehended 
by tlv: heresy hunters of His day and con
demned on the basis of hearsay. The hearsay 
was inaccurate, as it always is, but His devo
tion to truth was strong enough to lead Him 
to His cross rather than recant and subscribe 
to the unwritten creed of those He knew to be 
in error. Had He done otherwise He would 
have died in oblivion, and probably would 
have lost His own soul as did the heresy hunt
ers who nailed Him to His cross. 

Answer: Now the Church of Christ - the most 
sectarian of sects - surely has not yet learned well 
the art of organization and legislation in the denomi
national field. It does not enforce its denominational 
rules evidently, or it would suppress and silence fac
tions; it has not unified its communicants. It lacks 
solidarity apparently. 

Those of us who have never subscribed to any 
human creed or sought to be identified with any 
"wing" or "fin" of any sect will hardly know how to 
sympathize with the poor preachers in the Church of 
Christ who have to cast furtive glances around and 
feel about before they know what to say and where 
and to whom. That Church of Christ gestapo system 
must be fearful! 

Why will anyone belong to such a sect? 
It is true that hypocrites and carping cr1t1cs 

among the Jews found fault with Christ our Lord, 
but Christ did not therefore go over to the Greeks 
and join the Epicureans 

Reason Number Five: 
Fifth, the Church of Christ claims to have all 
the truth, but, in fact, is groping in darkness. 
It absolutely forbids new light to enter and 
perpetuates its own inadequate insights by re
fusing to hear those who have persisted in 
their quest for truth. The founder of the 
Christian religion met the same type of reli
gionists in His day and told them that it was a 
case of the blind leading the blind. 

Answer: Poor Church of Christ! Still in darkness 
although it had Carl Etter for one of its teachers for 
twenty-five years! 

Again we ask why Etter did not cite some of the 
decretals or encyclicals of the Church of Christ abso
lutely forbidding new light or anything else? Or why 
did he at least not name the official or officials in 
that denomination who had or could forbid abso
lutely or any other manner this or that? Is the 
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Church of Christ such an irresponsible· sect or such a 
nonentity that it cannot find redress in the civil 
courts against such slanderous charges as these? If it 
is it surely must be too non existent to have exercised 
such tyrannical control over such a marvelous thing 
as new light! 

Those who have continued their "quest for 
truth"! Here again the animal's ears crop out and the 
voice of the donkey betrays his identity! Modernism 
is here but thinly disguised! The truth is not revealed 
and now available in its saving and sanctifying power 
to the simple and the sin sick! It is that elusive some
thing that men search for and discover through ex
perimentations by degree until they finally reach ulti
mate truth. God has not "granted unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3), and 
the exhortation not to go "beyond what is written" 
(2 Cor. 4:6}, is out of date and the fervent appeal for 
us "earnestly to contend for the faith once for all de
livered" Uude 3) is intolerable narrowness in the 
view of all Modernists! Verily the Etters and Reedies 
like Judas went to their own place! 

Reason Number Six: 
Sixth, the Church of Christ makes great capi
tal of its ability properly to divide the word of 
God, but the system used is without scriptural 
sanction and has the net result of rejecting 
large portions of the Bible on the grounds that 
it was written to another people or a different 
age. The historical approach to Bible study re
stores every verse of the Scriptures and makes 
the entire Bible throb with intense interest to 
the modern student. 

Answer: In what creed book, church manual or 
other official publication does the Church of Christ 
set forth its "system" of properly dividing the word 
of God? Some of us are students of denominational 
errors and we would be glad to get this egregious 
"system." 

Did Etter ever see or hear a preacher or teacher 
in the Lord's body who rejected any part- even the 
smallest portion- of the Bible? He did not! Did he 
ever hear any recognized preacher or teacher of 
God's word that made any division of the Bible that 
the Bible itself does not make? He did not! Further
more, does he not know that the divisions according 
to dispensations, covenants and Priests, altars and 
sacrifices that all Gospel preachers point out in the 
Bible are those that are recognized and taught by all 
scholarly works on the Bible regardless what denomi
nation the author of such work belonged to? This is 
an indisputable fact and if Etter's information about 



either the Bible or his brethren had been only one
tenth as accurate as his pique and his prejudice are 
acute he would have known this. 

The divisions that gospel preachers make of the 
word of God are universally recognized by Bible 
scholars. We challenge denial! 

But the "Modern Student" - notice that - sees 
things never seen before! The earnest, scholarly stu
dent of a hundred years ago could not see what the 
"Modern Student" can see! Even old John Calvin 
with all his theological errors had more intellect, 
more scholarly attainments, more Bible knowledge 
and more faith in the Sovereignty of God than Carl 
Etter and all his infidel teachers put together! Walter 
Lippmann quotes John Calvin as follows: 

Everything pertaining to the perfect rule of a 
good life the Lord has so comprehended in 
His law that there remains nothing for man to 
add to that summary. 

Then Lippmann adds: 
Men fully as intelligent as the most emanci
pated among us once believed that, and I have 
no doubt that the successors of Mr. Darrow 
and Mr. Mencken would come to believe 
something very much like it if conditions per
mitted them to obey the instinct to retreat 
from the chaos of modernity into order and 
certainty (A Preface to Morals, pp. 13-14 ). 

But little minds all prefer the "Chaos of Moder
nity" rather than the security and certainty of faith 
since this security and certainty would align them with 
those "who are out of date and ignorant." They do not 
have the strength of character to endure that kind of 
taunt. Very few have the intellectual independence 
that Walter Lippmann exhibits when he admits and 
proves that Modernity means Chaos. He shows the 
folly, the futility and the helplessness of Modernism. 

Reason Number Seven: 
Seventh, the educational program of the 
Church of Christ is unwilling to trust the 
youth of the church with the facts of life and 
religion. It exposes its youth to a smattering 
of superficialities and when they go on for 
more advanced learning they are often left in 
a state of frenetic confusion. Some of them 
drop by the wayside, a few go on to new con
victions while others apathetically fall in line 
with public opinion within the church, ratify 
and perpetuate the existing order. Our souls 
are stirred by mixed emotions when intelli
g!!nt, highly educated ministers say, "We know 
these to be the facts, but our people are not 
yet ready to receive them. We must go slowly 
and lead them gradually." We would be the 

last to betray these ministers. We fully recog
nize their desire to remain with the people 
whom they love better than their own souls, 
but we feel that a deeper loyalty to Christ 
should inspire them to take up their crosses 
and follow Him who said, "Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

Answer: Not being acquainted with the sect -
Church of Christ - naturally this author knows 
nothing of its educational program and has never 
even visited one of its institutions. 

But New Testament Christians all should want 
their young people taught reverently all the facts of 
life and all the findings of science. Life is the greatest 
of all mysteries and the marvelous, not to say mi
raculous, facts of life demonstrate man's utter inabil
ity to account for this mystery - hence God. All the 
laws of nature are God's laws and everything the sci
entists discover increases our faith in God and our 
amazement at His power. 

The author of this review is not different from 
his brethren in this matter, and his attitude and expe
rience is a complete refutation of the charge that 
Etter here urges against the saints. This author en
couraged his only child to study science, to make sci
ence her major in her college course and to take the 
full premedical requirements, which she did. This 
author has lost no opportunity to take courses, read 
books, attend lectures, visit museums and in every 
other way open to him has striven to equip and 
qualify himself to teach young people the facts of life 
and the true findings of science. He has therefore of
ten been called by the Christian colleges and by other 
groups to lecture to the young people on points cov
ered in the field of genetics, especially the Mendel 
law, paleontology, embryology, etc. He has taught 
young people on such questions as social diseases, 
abortion and birth control (not the methods, but the 
principle involved), etc., and he has had the support 
and endorsement of his brethren (the church, if you 
cannot think except in such terms) in this matter. 

This is not stated as a boast, but it is given as a 
simple statement of fact in order to refute the very 
unjust charge which Carl Etter alleges against the 
brethren. 

This author knows nothing and has accom
plished nothing that would entitle him to boast, but 
he does earnestly declare that he has spent his whole 
life and utilized all his energies in an effort to hold 
his brethren, young and old, faithful to the word of 
God. Therefore he has studied to meet and refute 
various "isms" and "ologies" and other errors. The 

February 2007 9 
Firm Foundation 



record speaks for itself, and. God ·is witness. 
No one in the church of our Lord has ever made 

any effort or shown any inclination to keep back 
anything that is true in science, in philosophy, in the
ology, or in history from the young. Carl Etter's 
charge is just as false as it is foolish. 

The brethren allowed Carl to teach their young 
people for years, did he teach these young people the 
"facts of life and religion"? No, he did not; he spent 
his time bewailing the ignorance and arbitrariness of 
his brethren and tried to create the impression in the 
minds of his students that if they and he were out 
from under the inhibitions and restrictions of "the 
church" they could learn, 0 such marvelous and glo
rious things! What things? Sh - Sh - He could not 
dare to mention them! 

Some of those who were students under Brother 
Etter testify that he often said to them, "Don't let the 
church keep you from getting ad education." 

The trouble with Carl Etter is that he never 
learned the difference between science and 
sychopancy; between principles and propaganda; be
tween education and agitation. He doesn't know 
learning from pedantry and he could not tell the dif
ference between Christianity and paganism! He 
doesn't know whether he believes in Christ or. 
Confuscious! 

He attributes "frenetic Confusion"- which has 
confessedly been his own state of mind for years -
to the lack of Modernistic teaching, when we all 
know that his own "frenetic Confusion," and as 
Walter Lippmann says, the "Chaos of Modernity" 
came as. a result of Modernistic teaching. This teach
ing sets forth the idea that young people should learn 
the "facts of life and religion" through experimenta
tion. We should supply them with contraceptives and 
allow them to learn sex facts through fornication, 
trial marriages, etc. Or even if they do not have the 
needed preventives and abortion has to be resorted 
to they will only be learning more "ultimate truth" in 
the great facts of life! Or if they commit murder for 
purposes of learning more of the facts of life who 
should object? The two perverts with high academic 
degrees who kidnaped and murdered Bobby Franks 
said they did it in order to study the sex reactions in 
death. just facts of life! They said this was no worse 
than when we impale a beetle on a pin for purposes 
of study! Their study of the Nietzschean philosophy 
had taught them to rise above all such sentimental 
things as sympathy and mercy! 

10 
Yes, we poor, ignorant Christians try to keep our 
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young people from learning the facts of life in this 
fashion! 

The alarming increase in youth delinquency, in 
immorality, crime, war and mass murders have all 
come as a result of the very educational philosophy 
that Carl Etter is calling for. Right where he func
tions in the educational field and where he is using 
his accomplishments and spending his energies in his 
most Modernistic social activities youth delinquency 
has pyramided and crime is out of hand. The officers 
of the law are alarmed and are increasing their 
forces! And yet this blind, blatant Modernist has the 
face to belabor us because we do not adopt these 
crime producing ideas and methods! 

His charge that there are preachers and teachers 
among the saints who agree in his Modernism and 
approve his action but will not for prudential reasons 
let this fact be known is serious indeed. If he is tell
ing the truth on this point, then all faithful Christians 
should be on their guard. It is not a happy or a 
wholesome condition for Christians to doubt the sin
cerity of their teachers or to be always suspicious. 
Men should be honest enough openly to express 
their convictions, but hypocrisy and "fifth column" 
methods are characteristics of modernism and all the 
ot:herisms that stem from Modernism. But Modem
ism cannot be successfully disguised from the dis
cerning eyes of Bible reading, Bible believing Chris
tians. "By their fruits you shall know them." 

It may be that some men simply agreed with 
Brother Etter that there are some factionalists, some 
cranks and some extremists among Christians who 
cause us grief and trouble and Etter took comfort 
from this and interpreted this to mean that these 
men were condemning the whole church. Let us 
hope that that is the basis of his grave charge. 

Reason Number Eight: 
Eighth, the leaders of the Church of Christ 
have placed it in an embarrassing position by 
continual warfare upon science and scientific 
attitude. This fight against science is based 
upon fear that it will destroy faith in the pet 
shibboleths of the church. It does. Some, of 
the most cherished doctrines of the Church of 
Christ burst as iridescent bubbles when ex
posed to the searchlight of the scientific ap
proach in religiou. The Aposde Paul was using 
scientific terminology when he said, "Prove 
all things; hold fast that which is good." It is 
true that real science does not drive one away 
from true religion. Dr. Millikan is an ardent 
Congregationalist, and other scientists are 
also devout Christians. The scientific ap-



proach to religion should have a salutary ef
fect in driving out much of the superstition 
and fear which has haunted religion through 
the centuries, and will help the Church tore
tain in its leadership the many good men who 
otherwise would be lost. 

Answer: Here again Etter treats the Church of 
Christ as a sect and condemns its action or attitude 
as a group or body. Of course this is the only way he 
could condemn the Church and justify his with
drawal from it. There is no such body as the Church 
of Christ which acts as body. Churches of Christ are 
autonomous local groups and they cannot be com
bined into a corporate body and held responsible for 
any doctrine, act or attitude. They have no organic 
connection with each other and have no creed except 
Christ - no laws except. those of the New Testa
ment. What one congregation does or does not can
not be credited to or charged against any other con
gregation. 

This one th.ng, well understood, renders every
thing that Etter and Reedy said against their brethren 
meaningless and absurd. All of their charges are 
lodged against the Church of Christ as a corporate 
body - a responsible church government - a sect. 
Such a thing does not exist. 

What ~tter says about science in Reason Eight is 
answered in the preceding number. Here, however, 
he speaks of the "scientific approach in religion" and 
if he had run true to form here and left this glittering 
generality - this high-sounding expression unde
fined we would all have to retreat into a baffled infe
riority complex and sit in confused embarrassment 
under these "scientific" indictments from a Superior 
Intellect. But the "break" is in our favor this time! 
He "fumbled" and we have "recovered the ball." He 
tells us what he means by the "scientific approach" 
by quoting Paul as advocating the scientific method 
when he said, "Prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good." 

Right there he betrayed his Modernistic friends 
and committed them to something they will never 
accept. Modernism proves nothing! It has no standard 
by which to test anything. It is as nebulous as a Cali
fornia fog and as pointless as the Mid-Atlantic 
Ocean. It is definite only in its negations, and terrifi
cally intolerant of anything that is not Modernistic! 

And the type of so-called scientists that Carl 
Etter fawns before have no more proof for their 
theories, speculations and asseverations than a gull
ible person has for ghosts in a graveyard. They not 

only prove nothing but they will not even tolerate a 
discussion of the hypothesis upon which they pro
ceed! They will not permit the opposition to place a 
book upon the reading shelves of the college librar
ies! They can carry their point only by silencing by 
force the other side. 

Dr. Robert A. Millikan to whom Etter refers and 
who is a real scientist has said in print practically the 
same thing that we have here said about scientific (?) 
propagandists. These are the kind that Etter fell be
fore. 

Dr. Will Durant shows that Science has robbed 
life of its meaning and left the world in confusion 
and in despair. He says: 

God, who was once the consolation of our 
brief life, and our refuge in bereavement and 
suffering, has apparently vanished from the 
scene; no telescope, no microscope discovers 
him. Life has become, in that total perspective 
which is philosophy, a fitful pullulation of hu
man insects on the earth, a planetary eczema 
that may soon be cured; nothing is certain ex
cept defeat and death - a sleep from which, 
it seems, there is no awakening. 

We are driven to conclude that the greatest 
mistake in human history. was the discovery of 
"truth." It has not made us free, except from 
delusions that comforted us and restraints that 
preserved us" (On the Meaning of Life, p. 5). 

This is a dark picture and a severe indictment of 
the "scientific approach." What comfort or what 
hope can a man who accepts that conclusion hold 
out to his poor, groping, suffering fellow men? Why 
should we not kill each other - murder by the mil
lions those who are· in our way and process them 
into fertilizer? Then why not kill ourselves when 
things are inconvenient or unpleasant? 

It is true that Doctor Durant attempts to answer 
his own questions and he does offer· some excellent 
thoughts if one is in good health and in possession of 
all one's natural senses. But" he confesses his inability 
and the inability of all the scientists and philosophers 
of earth to explain the full significance of life. Here 
is his confession: 

Let me confess at once that I cannot answer, 
in any absolute or Metaphysical sense, your 
question as to the meaning of life. I suspect 
that there is some ultimate significance to ev
erything, though I know that our little minds 
will never fathom it (On the Meaning of Life, 
p. 112). 

The sum of this confession is this, although our 
sciences have caused us to cease to believe in God 
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and in life after death and have even taken away the 
"restraints that preserve us" even to the extent that 
immorality and crime are soon going to destroy us: 
although our present philosophy and science have 
denied all that we have ever believed in as an expla
nation of life and death they offer us no explanation, 
no comfort and no hope. But, now do not overlook 
this, Dr. Durant says he suspects that life has a mean
ing that we cannot fathom! In other words we do not 
know as much as we think we do after all! 

That is a perfect picture of the state of things in 
our present age! We have let science displace faith 
and yet science offers us no benefit at all in exchange 
for the blessing of faith - it cannot take the place of 
faith. It does not operate at all in the same domain. 

Of course no telescope and no microscope can 
find God! Certainly our "little minds" cannot com
prehend (go around) God and things spiritual and in
finite. These things are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 
2:14). We walk by faith (2 Cor. 5:7). 

"Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst 
thou fmd out the Almighty unto perfection? It is high 
as heaven; what canst thou do? Deeper than Sheol; 
What canst thou know?" ijob 11:7-8). 

Dr. Durant says, as if in answer: We do not know 
anything and our little minds cannot fathom the sig
nificance of life! 

That is what God told you before you started! 
"For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world 

through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's 
good pleasure through the foolishness of the preach
ing to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:2). 

Dr. Durant does not accept the last part of this 
statement but without knowing it or intending it he 
confirms and restates the first part of it and acknowl
edges the need of the last part! 

No telescope and no microscope can find God 
,and we are in despair! - Dr. Durant. 

But God has revealed himself through inspired 
preaching and we sorrow not as others who have no 
hope! - Paul. 

So much for the "attitude of the Church of 
Christ towards science"! 

Reason Number Nine: 
Ninth, the message of ~e Church of Christ is 
negative in much of its teaching, and offers no 
constructive program to take the place of that 
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which it condemns. With reference to· many 
of its "thou shalt nots," it could well afford to 
eliminate the negative and accentuate the 
positive. 

Answer: For one who has denied everything that 
comforts and restrains and supports us in both life 
and death the charge of being negative comes with 
poor grace! But it is just as consistent and logical as 
Carl Etter is capable of being! 

Reason Number Ten: 
Tenth, the Church of Christ has such great 
faith in the correctness of its position that it 
has developed a smugness that borders on a 
holier-than-thou attitude so well illustrated by 
certain religious sects who received the most 
scathing rebukes of Christ in his day. 

Answer: This is not the only place where Carl 
calls his former brethren - those who gave him his 
start in life and endured his unbelief and criticisms 
for twenty-five years - Pharisees! Just the worst of 
hypocrites! 

But it was the sect of the Sadducees that crucified 
Christ (Acts 4:1, 8-10; 5:17) and that is exactly the 
sect that all who "crucify Christ afresh" line up with. 

Reason Number Eleven: 
Eleventh, the Church of Christ preaches un
denominational Christianity, but, in reality, is 
the most denominational of all denomina
tions. It is neither Protestant nor Catholic, but 
a group of small, warring sects which are little 
denominations within a denomination. 

Answer: What is said in answer to number eight 
and other charges answers this. There is nothing in 
this charge but a bad spirit. There may be a factional 
spirit in the hearts of some of our brethren but there 
is not the semblance of the mechanics of a denomi
nation to be found among the brethren. If there had 
been any such an organization or power among us 
Carl Etter would have been deprived of his license to 
preach, if not excommunicated, 25 years ago. 

Reason Number Twelve: 
Twelfth, the Church of Christ preaches unity 
and practices division more viciously than any 
church with which we are familiar. The great
est need in this war-torn world is united effort 
on the part of Christian peoples around the 
earth. In our opinion, the Church of Christ 
will not espouse such a cause, but will con
tinue to tear itself to pieces over minor issues 
while Rome burns. 

Answer: There can never be unity between believ
ers and unbelievers. (2 Cor. 6:14-18). And there must 
be factions in order that those who are approved may 



be manifest (1 Cor. 11: 19). If we are joined to the 
Lord (1 Cor. 6:18) or unite·d with Christ (Rom. 6:5), 
we will have union and fellowship with everyone else 
who is one with Christ. And we will have separation 
from and the condemnation of everyone who denies, 
or disobeys Christ. 

That should satisfy us - as much as we may 
weep when men like Reedy and Etter renounce the 
Lord, dispute his word and abuse his servants. 

Reason Number Thirteen: 
Thirteenth, the Church of Christ refuses to 
cooperate with its religious neighbors in 
movements that are designed to make the 
world a better place in which to live, but com
passes land and sea in quest of proselytes on 
the basis of having a more certain pattern for 
reaching heaven. Jesus told the proselyters of 
his day that their converts became two-fold 
more the children of hell, and we might well 
ask ourselves if we are not helping history to 
repeat itself at this point. 

Answer: Pharisees again! Well, our efforts have 
produced some bad specimens. Etter for example! 

Everything that men advocate and advance is in
tended to make the world a better place in which to 
live. 

Nazism, Communism, Modernism and all the 
others. 

Etter may join in with all these things if he 
wishes. We will cling to Christ and his will and way. 

Reason Number Fourteen: 
Fourteenth, the Church of Christ, in many 
places, is trying to carry water on both shoul
ders by appearing to be liberal to the world 
and strictly orthodox to its own brotherhood. 
In one case the church's position on unde
nominational Christianity was deliberately 
made to appear as a broad gauged liberal 
Christianity whiCh was wide open to peoples 
of all religious faiths. Certain of our Christian 
colleges have found this to be a good way to 
gain prestige with the educational leaders of 
the community. 

Answer: This is local and personal. A Review that 
is intended for general circulation and that will be 
read by people yet unborn cannot deal with some 
case that was confined to a local enterprise - an in
dividual effort! If some group of brethren who are 
operating a college did not treat Carl Etter right, that 
is bad, but the "Church" has no power in the matter 
and no responsibility. 

It may be that these brethren refused to be a sect 
and to act as a sect and therefore refused to live up to 

Etter's opinion of them and by their behavior proved 
to the public that Etter's charge against them was 
and is false! 

That would irk Etter certainly, and who can't see 
that he is irked? 

Reason Number Fifteen: 
Fifteenth, the Church of Christ claims to be 
allied with the religious fundamentalists, but 
its position is more accurately described by 
the term incidentalist. The merest incidental 
in the daily experience of New Testament 
characters is magnified into a matter of great 
importance and around it is built an article of 
faith for the unwritten creed. Even a matter 
which was so incidental that neither 'Christ 
nor the Apostles referred to it in any way is 
included in the creed on the basis that the 
New Testament is not only inclusive but ex
clusive in its teaching. Instrumental music is 
an incidental which falls in this category. The 
modern hymnal and many other things might 
well be condemned on the same basis. The 
incidentalists in Christ's day placed religious 
significance on the incidental of washing 
hands; and it is strange that the Church of 
Christ has not done the same for the washing 
of feet, because they have a New Testament 
example for that custom. The Jews and Sa
maritans considered the place of worship an 
incidental of great importance but Jesus 
pointed out to them that the place of worship 
is a mere incidental and focused their atten
tion upon the more important fact that God is 
a spiritual being and "seeketh such to worship 
him." Those same religionists crucified Christ 
because He discredited other incidentals in 
their religion and pointed them to the 
"weightier matters of the law." From the 
viewpoint of His adversaries, he was a mod
ernist in His day, but, in reality, He empha
sized fundamentals and they magnified inci
dentals. Incidentalism should not be mistaken 
for fundamentalism. 

Answer: The Church of Christ as a sect does not 
exist, we must point out once again. 

The New Testament church is not, nor does it 
claim to be "allied" with anybody or anything except 
the Lord himself and all those who love him and 
keep his commandments. Christians will cooperate 
with anything that promotes peace, upholds and de
mands good morals or relieves suffering and sorrow. 
Conversely Christians oppose anything that destroys 
faith, wrecks morals, dissolves marriages, overturns 
governments and produces anarchy. 

That gets Modernism and that is what irks Etter 
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This number fifteen with its· "incidentalism" 
argumentum is the acme of acrimony! Let us see: 

First, it contradicts other numbered charges. He 
charges that we are clannish and will not cooperate 
with anybody in religious, social and altruistic move
ments. Now he charges that we claim to be "allied 
with Fundamentalists - a very definite religious or
ganization with political affiliations! 

Second, in other numbers he charges that while 
we claim to speak where the Bible speaks and to be 
silent where the Bible is silent we do neither! Here 
he contradicts that charge and belabors us for mak
ing the New Testament both inclusive and exclusive 
- practicing that which it includes and refusing to 
practice that which it excludes - but which he, Carl 
Irked Etter, says is left out only because Christ and 
the Apostles just incidently neglected or forgot to 
mention it! It was too trivial for them to mention -
and they had no inspiration to tell them that it would 
in a few years become an issue that would divide 
Christians for a thousand years! 

How does this sound to peQple who believe that 
Christ spoke for God and spoke only that which God 
authorized him to speak (Heb. 1:1; John 3:11; 8:46; 
12:48-50), and that the apostles had the Holy Spirit 
to "bring to their remembrance" all that Christ said, 
to teach them all things, to guide them into all truth, 
to make known unto them. the complete will of 
Christ and to enable them to teach us all things that 
Christ commanded, and to attest their message by 
miracles? Oohn 14:26; 16:7-16; Matt. 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:1-8; Heb. 2:1-4). 

Third, the one thing that was on Etter's mind as 
an incidental was obviously instrumental music in 
the worship of God. 

Both he and Reedy felt called upon to deal with 
this question and yet they both conceded the only 
point that we are concerned about or ever contend 
for on this issue! 

We are in the negative in this discussion; we af
firm nothing as to instrumental music. Those who 
use such music offer us deductions, adduce argu
mentsand pJ:ES:ntiESS:>nset cetera to justify their 
practice and to convince us that we should do as they 
do. We often answer these sophisms and show them 
to be sophistries (thousands of times have Etter's in
cidentals, hymn books, meeting houses, etc., been 
taken from those who put them into the debate, 
properly classified and set in the service while those 
who so disingenuously laid these useful incidentals 
under tribute for their cause were silenced on the 
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point and forced to seek other makeshifts for an ar
gument) but our only contention is that the New 
Testament is silent on instrumental music and that 
New Testament churches did not use it! 

Reedy and Etter concede this, our only point! 
But they say it is such a trivial and incidental 

matter that we do not need to follow the example of 
the New Testament Churches in· this respect! We 
must not exclude things because they excluded them. 

So we see again that this is a repudiation of our 
Standard! 

Fourth, Etter's statement that in our preaching 
and practice "The merest incidental in the daily ex
periences of New Testament characters is magnified 
into a matter of great importance and around it is 
built an article of faith for the unwritten creed" is 
pathetic in the extreme. If Etter made any effort to 
guard his statements so as to disguise the depths of 
bitterness he forgot his caution here and let his feel
ings get the better of his judgmen~. To save his soul 
he could not sustain this charge with an example 
from our practice. Any attempt to do so would fur
ther betray his bitterness and demonstrate his weak
ness in argument. It would convince any reader that 
Etter cannot distinguish between that which is com
manded and that which is incidental to the thing 
commanded. 

For that baseless charge to be true we would 
have to do something like this: 

(1) Christ sat on a mountain and preached, we, 
therefore affirm that any preaching in order to be 
scriptural must be done from a mountain side. 

(2) When the disciples assembled in a room they 
closed the door Oohn 20: 19). Therefore it would be 
unscriptural to meet and worship in any room while 
the doors are open! 

(3) Christ was baptized in a river. Therefore it 
would be unscriptural to baptize in any water except 
a river -lake or creek would not do! 

( 4) When the disciples at Troas met to break bread 
they assembled in an "upper chamber"-three stories 
up (Acts 20:7 -9). Therefore it would be unscriptural 
for us ever to assemble for the Lord's supper in any 
room that is not on the third story of a building! 

(5) The only methods or means of travel that our 
Lord ever used, so far we know, were (a) Walking (b) 
Riding in a boat (c) Riding on the back of an ass. 
Therefore we can never travel in any other way or by 
any other means - walk, ride an ass or go in a boat. 

(6) When Christ sent out his disciples he sent them 
"two and two., Therefore, when we go out to preach 



we must go two together. One man going alone would 
be unscriptural. Three together would not do. 

Now if we did any of these things or anything 
like them, Etter's charge would have some basis, but 
of course nothing remotely resembling such foolish
ness was everthought of by sane people. 

"How long wilt thou speak these things? And 
how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a 
mighty wind?" (Job 8 :2). 

Fifth, Etter further betrayed his inability to dis
cern in spiritual matters or even to understand plain 
scriptural statements when he referred to the wash
ing of hands controversy of Mark 7. These "hand 
washers" were Etter's exact prototype and the atti
tude of our Lotd and his disciples is our attitude pre
cisely. Just the reverse of what Etter tried to get out 
of it. Notice carefully; The washing of hands was not 
an incidental in the doing of what God had com
manded- such as Etter charges that we observe and 
magnify into a creed - but it was something that 
they took the liberty to do without a command from 
God; it was something added to God's word and ex
alted above God's commandment. They did it by the 
authority of men and not by God's authority. To con
demn them for this and to call for their authority 
would be to incite their scorn and to make the word 
of God both inclusive and exclusive. To make the 
word of God exclude such an innocent, such a trivial 
but withal such a sanitary, cleanly and beautiful prac
tice would be to excite the contempt of all the Etters 
of all the ages! 

But our Lord, nevertheless condemned them for 
adding this unauthorized practice to their religious 
services and said it made their worship vain because 
it rested upon the commandment of men! 

How blind must Carl Etter have been to intro
duce this? 

Sixth, Poor Carl further displayed his ignorance of 
God's word and gave us another proof of the feeble
ness of his reasoning powers when he said: "The Jews 
and Samaritans consider the place of worship an inci
dental of great importance but Jesus pointed out to 
them that the place of worship is a mere incidental and 
focused their attention upon the more important fact 
that God is a spiritual being," etc. 

It hardly seems possible that Carl Etter does not 
know that in this controversy the Jews were right 
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and the Samaritans were wrong. Jesus said this. He 
identified himself with the Jews on this point: "Ye 
worship that which ye know not: we worship that 
which we know" (John 4:22). 

Going to Jerusalem to worship was not an inci
dental. It was a command of God. (Deut. 12:5-11; 
14:23; 16:11; Ps. 122; Ps. 137:5-6.) In making this a 
mere incidental Etter is imitating Jereboam (1 Kings 
12:26-30), not Jesus. Jereboam is another prototype 
of Carl Etter! 

It is true that Christ pointed out that the place of 
worship would not be any part of true worship un
der the new covenant. Or as the poor woman 
seemed to know, "When the Messiah cometh." But 
Carl repudiates such things as dispensations and cov
enants! 

Poor Carl! He got his A.B. before he learned his 
A-B-Cs- and then he was too proud of himself to 
study the alphabet of God's word and of life! 

Seventh, If instrumental music in the worship is 
what Etter wanted, and if he had not lost his faith in 
Christ and in the inspiration of the Scriptures why, 
we ask again, did he not go to the Christian Church 
or to the Baptist Church? Why did he line up with 
Modernists? Let the reader form his own conclusion 
on that point. 

Eighth, If the "Church of Christ" is as ignorant, 
legalistic, tyrannical and bigotted as Carl Etter 
charges that it is; if it has no more reason, sanity or 
scripture for its faith and practice than he says it has, 
then why, pray, did he not leave it years ago? How 
could he tolerate the things he charges against us 
even for one hour? And now that he is gone why 
does he not go with joy and rejoicing? Why does he 
not glory in his newly found freedom and look back 
with pity upon the poor benighted souls that are so 
ignorant and bigotted? So steeped in superstition and 
sin? Why all this revenge and all these bitter recrimi
nations? 

It does not take a very great psychologist to see 
that Carl is not entirely satisfied with himself and 
finds it hard to prove to himself that what he has 
done was just the noble thing that he wants to think 
it is. He cannot get away from the consciousness that 
he has failed in a life-purpose, that he betrayed a 
trust, that he disappointed his friends, that he broke 
the hearts of relatives, that he denied his Lord and is 
already in torment with no hope of escape! 

It is small wonder that he berates, belabors and 
abuses us! That is his only chance for comfort! In the 
language of Shakespeare we ask; 
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"Who then shall blame 
His pestered senses to recoil and start, 
When all that is within him does condemn 
Itself for being there?" 

Reason Number Sixteen: 
Sixteenth, the Church of Christ has its eyes on 
the past and is more concerned with "old 
paths" than it is in directing people to paths 
they can follow successfully in our modern 
age. Although we wear the habiliments of 
civilization some of us have not advanced far 
from the primitive tribal faith in the witch 
doctor. Our gullibility and nonscientifi~ ap
proach to the concepts of our forebears have 
prevented us from getting a true perspective 
of the world in which we live. In order to pre
serve preconceived and inherited theories of 
Biblical inspiration and interpretation we 
vilify God before our youth by identifying 
him with the wars of the Jews and the slaugh
ter of ancient races while we do and say little 
to oudaw war and relieve race tension in our 
own day. We pay great tribute to the inspired 
prophets of old and attribute marvelous 
things to the New Testament period of inspi
ration, but oppose as unscriptural innovations 
everything that might add beauty and inspira
tion in. the religious experiences of our own 
children. These are only a few products of the 
backward look in religion as practiced in the 
Churches of Christ. 

Answer: Modernism is not even thinly disguised 
here. Carl Etter openly avows Modernism and uses 
. one of the oldest arguments that blasphemers and 
Bible haters know. 

He labels Bible believers as reactionaries, obscu
rantists, as uncivilized, unscientific, as gullible, su
perstitious, believers in witch doctors, and as revel
ing in war, cruelty and slaughter! 

To believe that the Bible is inspired would be to 
make God responsible for the wars of the Jews; it 
would be to charge God with commanding Saul to 
destroy the Amalekites. And that is too cruel and inhu
man for the tender souls of Atheists with their science 
and "scientific· approach." That is Carl's argument. 

This author first read this argument forty-five 
years ago in one of Robert G. Ingersoll's tirades 
against the word of God, but he now knows that 
Ingersoll was by no means the first to use it. 

It is the one never-failing refuge of infidels, skep
tics, and atheists. 

It is in their minds the best one they have. Carl 
should have used the one about the immorality of 
the Bible also. 
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In reply to that point we may avail ourselves of 
what others have said thousands of times which is in 
substance as follows: 

If the Bible is so immoral, so obscene and vile; if 
its God is so warlike, so cruel, barbarous and bestial, 
how does it happen that those who read the Bible, 
believe the Bible, love the Bible and preach the Bible 
and practice Bible precepts are and always have been 
the dependable and substantial citizens of any com
munity; the purest, the most peace-loving, peace-liv
ing, altruistic and sympathetic people the earth has 
ever known? This cannot be denied. The story is an 
open book. Christians do not believe in war at all 
and many of them will not participate in it even in a 
noncombatant manner. Even while Carl Etter was 
writing his blasphemous charge against the saints 
many of them were in conscientious objector's 
camps and some of them were in prison. 

But now how about the Modernistic pagans with 
their science and "scientific approach"? They can't 
endure to think of the ancient Amalekites but they can 
boast and glory about their mechanized units, their 
giant planes, the block busters and their ability to 
murder the total population of a city and process these 
human bodies into fertilizer! With one atom bomb 
they can murder more helpless people than all the 
wars of the Jews ever touched! But these are "civi
lized" men. They have a "scientific approach"! They 
are too kind and too cultured and too civilized to have 
anything to do with the warlike God of the Bible! 

We must not look back to Noah and Moses, to 
Isaiah and Daniel, to Jesus and Paul for comfort and 
guidance! We must not revert to the Golden Rule 
and' to the Greatest commandment in Law - Love 
- for our standard of conduct and our criterion of 
social behavior! No, no, we must turn to such men as 
Lenin and Stalin and Hitler: We must get our rules of 
life from Marx and Nietzsche and Walt Whitman 
and Bertrand Russell! 

And for satisfaction, hope and security - for 
"joy unspeakable and full of glory" we should follow 
the example of Carl Etter! None other! 

Take your choice, brethren! Look backward to 
the Savior or forward to a Stalin! 

Incidentally (and in this sense we are 
"incidentalists"), the old "witch doctor" book says 
something about "looking." First here is what Etter 
may look for: "But a fearful looking for judgment, 
and fiery indignation which shall devour the adver
sary" (Heb. 10:27). But for us: "Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith" (Heb. 12: 1). 



And remembering Etter's fall: "Looking carefully 
lest there be any man that falleth short of the grace 
of God" (Heb. 12: 15). 

And while we still believe: "Looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life" 
Oude 21). 

Reason Number Seventeen: 
Seventeenth, the Church of Christ does not 
encourage growth and has a set policy that 
opposes change. No institution, including the 
church, can hope to survive in this changing 
world unless it encourages constant reap
praisal of· things as they are and stimulates 
hope that leads to action for their betterment. 
This does not mean that eternal verities are to 
be kept in constant flux, but it does suggest 
that these lasting values must constantly be re
oriented in a changing world, as Jesus did for 
religion in his day. Any other policy leads to 
an enduring social stratification based on 
birth, race, religion or wealth, inherited or 
otherwise acquired. 

Answer: Carl would have appeared in better light 
if he had just left off his preaching and continued his 
accusations. He has nothing to preach, but he can 
use strong language in his spiteful charges. Here he 
sets forth the same principle that Reedy tried to 
preach, and like Reedy he contradicts himself. Every
thing is changing and we must change. We cannot 
have an unchangeable God. We cannot rest our faith 
in something that happened on the earth two thou
sand years ago. No, no! Too many changes have oc
curred! The changes of time make the facts of history 
not true. If men get so they do not believe that the 
sun shines, the sun will quit shining! Both Reedy and 
Etter saw the fallacy here and they tried to avoid the 
conclusion, but contradicted themselves. 

Reedy· said "ultimate truth is fixed." Ah, yes. But 
that leaves some truth not fixed, changeable and 
therefore not true! Carl says "the eternal verities" 
are not changeable! Well, does he know of any veri
ties that are not eternal? He says they are eternal and 
that means, of course, they cannot change. If they 
change they lose their identity and cease to be. They 
cannot do that, they are eternal. But Etter says they 
must be "reoriented"! My, what education can do for 
you! It enables you to change the unchangeable! The 
word verity means a truth. It is from the Latin viritas. 
Hence eternal verities and ultimate truth are the 
same. Reedy and Etter know that truth cannot 
change but they darken counsel by the use of high 
sounding words. What they really say is that truth 

can't change but we must change in our attitude to
ward truth! Carl says the eternal verities must be "re
oriented"! To orient one's self means to get one's 
bearing mentally. To orient someone else is to adjust 
that person's thinking with reference to facts and 
truth, with reference to realities. But Carl wants to 
orient facts and truth and realities - eternal verities 
- themselves! Yes, he would not adjust his thinking 
or the thinking of others to square with truth, but he 
would reorient the truth to fit popular thinking! 
There Carl confessed more than he intended! That is 
his philosophy exactly. 

But as for us, we will "buy the truth and sell it 
not" (Prov. 23:23). 

Reason Number Eighteen: 
Eighteenth, the Church of Christ has no place 
in its fellowship for those who do not con
form fully to the status quo. Even though we 
cast him out of our ecclesiastical circle, we ex
pect him to remain with us and expose his 
children to our unfair and vicious attacks. Ev
ery man, woman and child must have a feeling 
of security and a sense of belonging. It has 
been my observation for many years that the 
Church of Christ withdraws these essential re
quirements of the human spirit from those 
who manifest a tendency to do independent 
thinking. This is a subtle type of force more 
democratic institution appeals to reason 
rather than force to secure its ends. 

Answer: This is a personal complaint. Carl is 
speaking from experience here. He has been re
garded as unsafe, unsound, unsettled and unfaithful 
for a long time. 

Naturally he has not enjoyed his position. But if 
he had changed his talking and acting the brethren 
would have changed their attitude. We will even yet 
forgive Etter and help him to be a real Christian if he 
is willing to repent and to weep bitterly and then to 
preach fervently and at last to die gladly for his Lord 
as did another who thrice denied the Christ. 

Reason Number Nineteen: 
Nineteenth, the Church of Christ has a double 
standard for judging persons who are accused 
of violating what the church considers to be 
New Testament teaching. Those who trans
gress the moral code are dealt with on one ba
sis and those who depart from the Church's 
theological position are dealt with on a differ
ent basis. Here is an illustration of how 
two leaders were handled: One man was re
ported to be liberal in his point of view; the 
other was convicted of immoral conduct. The 
liberal was cast out and forced to seek another 
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fellowship, even though he loved the church 
with every fibre of his being. The man who 
had violated the moral law was exalted to the 
most honored positions in the church. This il
lustration could be multiplied tenfold. 

Answer: This charge is also based upon some af
fair that was local and personal. 

Since this author is not acquainted with the case 
he cannot, of course, express an opinion. Even if he 
knows of the case -which he may or may not- he 
does not know the facts involved. 

But nothing of that kind can be the action of the 
church of Christ since no such organization or sect 
exists. It is safe to say that it was a congregation or a 
school or some local group that acted in this case. 

There might even be sound reasons for just such 
an attitude as Etter describes. Did the man who was 
guilty of a moral lapse or misstep repent? If so, was it 
not right to forgive him? Did ther man who was doc
trinally disloyal? Who was unsound in faith repent 
and change his attitude? Or did he join the Congre
gational Church? 

There is a difference in an unfortunate misstep 
and a perpetual attitude of disbelief and defiance. 

Concerning the man who sinned: 
"As for our transgressions, thou wilt forgive 

them" (Ps. 65:3). 

Concerning the disbeliever: 
"Yea, thou doest away with fear, And hinderest 

devotion before God" (Job 15:4). 

Reason Number Twenty: 
Twentieth, there are many indications that the 
Church of Christ is showing signs of decadence 
and that it is running a marathon race with ca
tastrophe. It is true that certain shifts in our 
population are causing increased membership 
in some sections of the country, but there is 
little manifest interest by those from without. 
Of greater significance is the fact that many 
members of the church are discontented, dis
couraged, and starving for spiritual uplifts 
which do not, and cannot radiate from a 
church .whose message is fundamentally nega
tive, argumentative, belligerent, and antago-
nistic. 

Answer: This is only the prognostication of an 
apostate! Such dire predictions have been made be
fore. It is a common cry with those who depart from 
the faith. When a man loses his faith, he thinks that 
everyone else has also lost his faith. 

Truth cannot die, and our Lord does not change. 
Those who hold on to the Lord will live as long as he 
does and will share in every victory he wins. 

Brother, do not tum loose of the Lord. 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, 1X 77269 
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Judas -A Good and Bad Man 
By E. Claude Gardner 

J
udas is portrayed as a friend to Jesus and not a 
villain in an Egyptian text. This is in the Gospel 
of Judas which was a fourth-century false gospel 
discovered in the 1970s. Judas is viewed as a 

"good guy" in this Gnostic text. Gnosticism was a 
system of heretical teaching in the early centuries of 
Christianity. They rejected the creation, incarnation, 
and bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

What is the truth about Judas, the traitor? 

Who Was Judas? 

Judas was Iscariot of Kerioth (of south Judah). He 
was the son of Simon Iscariot (John 6:71). He was 
the only non-Galilean among the apostles. He was 
distinctly honored by Christ to be selected as one of 
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the Twelve. Jesus prayed all night before selecting 
the apostles. "Now it came to pass in those days that 
He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued 
all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, He 
called His disciples to Himself; and from them He 
chose twelve whom He also named apostles" (Luke 
6:12-13). [All Scripture references are from the New 
King James Version unless otherwise indicated.] 
Likewise, it is beneficial practice to pray before mak
ing a major decision. Judas was surely a good man at 
the time of his selection because Christ would not 
have chosen him otherwise. It is noted that Peter was 
also selected but later he became weak and denied 
the Lord three times. 

As the treasurer for the apostles, he was given 



this significant responsibility. He had talent in fi
nances. It may be assumed Christ named him to 
handle the funds Oohn 13:29). As treasurer, he had 
stolen funds which is evident from his attitude to
ward Mary's anointing of Jesus with the precious 
ointment. He is described as a thief. "But one of His 
disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would be
tray Him, said, 'Why was this fragrant oil not sold 
for three hundred denarii [about one year's wages] 
and given to the poor?' This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
had the money box; and he used to take what was 
put in it" Oohn 12:4-6). 

What Did Judas Do? 

A disciple of Jesus for three years in a close relation
ship, he became the arch-traitor. He betrayed his 
Master with his hypocritical kiss. He took the initia
tive to negotiate a plan with the enemies, leaders of 
the Jews. "So he went his way and conferred with 
the chief priests and captains, how he might betray 
Him to them. And they were glad, and agreed to give 
him money. So he promised and sought opportunity 
to betray Him to them in the absence of the multi
tude" (Luke 22:4-6). The culmination of the arrest 
of Jesus is described by Luke: 

And while He was still speaking, behold, a 
multitude; and he who was called Judas, one 
of the twelve, went before them and drew 
near to Jesus to kiss Him. But Jesus said to 
him, "Judas, are you betraying the Son of 
Man with a kiss?" When those around Him 
saw what was going to happen, they said to 
Him, "Lord, shall we strike with the sword?" 
And one of them struck the servant of the 
high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus 
answered and said, "Permit even this." And 
He touched his ear and healed him. Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the 
temple, and the elders who had come to Him, 
"Have you come out, as against a robber, with 
swords and clubs? When I was with you daily 
in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But 
this is your hour, and the power of darkness" 
(Luke 22:47-53). 

The "power of darkness" took Jesus to a false 
trial but he was non-resistant. He refused to call for 
twelve legions of angels (Matt. 26:53). Old Testa
ment prophecy was fulfilled. "Then I said to them, 
'If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if 
not, refrain.' So they weighed out for my wages 
thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said to me, 
'Throw it to the potter' that princely price they set 

on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw 
them into the house of the LORD for the potter" 
(Zech. 11:12-13 ). 

Why did Judas become the ignominious be
trayer? It was not because he was predestined to do 
this dastardly act. He was influenced by greed and he 
was a thief (Matt. 26:14-16). The fact he bargained 
with the enemies for thirty pieces of silver which was 
the price of a slave indicates he had a very low esti
mate of Jesus (Exod. 21:32). This is unthinkable as 
when a recent father offered to sell his daughter for 
$700. He did not love her and neither did Judas love 
his Master. 

To consummate this act of betrayal, Judas was in
fluenced by Satan who "entered" him (Luke 22:3). 
Satan was ready to "devour" him (1 Pet. 5 :8). 

LESSONS. One must learn that money can be 
corrupting. The love of money is the root of all kinds 
of evil (I Tim. 6:10). Some persons cannot handle 
prosperity or money. 

Good people like Judas can become bad. All 
must guard against being tempted (1 Cor 10:12). 

Judas is an example of apostasy. His action 
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destroys the religious theory of the "impossibility of 
apostasy" commonly stated "once saved, always 
saved." One case like Judas is sufficient to show that 
apostasy can be possible. Objectors teach that Judas 
was never saved and that he had "a devil from the 
beginning." The gospel account states that the devil 
entered him just before the betrayal. "Jesus answered 
them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of 
you is a devil?" He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of 
Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being 
one of the twelve" Oohn 6:70-71). After "the sop" 
Satan entered into him Oohn 13:27). 

After Judas was told he was the betrayer, he went 
immediately out and it was night" Oohn 13 :30). In 
this day when one sins grievously that person figura
tively goes out to the blackness of night. Si~ should 
make one very sad. 

What Were Consequences For Judas? 

Judas brought back the corrupt thirty pieces of silver 
to the enemies but they refused it. He lost his high 
position as an apostle and died in ignominy. Matthias 
took his place. 

He committed suicide by hanging himself (Matt. 
27:3-10). His destiny? "Judas by transgression fell, 
that he might go to his own place" (Acts 2:25). Luke 
records the· sad story of the end of his life on earth. 

And in those days Peter stood up in the midst 
of the disciples (altogether the number of 
names was about a hundred and twenty), and 
said, Men and brethren, this Scripture had to 
be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke be
fore by the mouth of David concerning Judas, 
who became a guide to those who arrested 
Jesus; for he was numbered with us and ob
tained a part in this ministry. (Now this man 
purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; 
and falling headlong, he burst open in the 
middle and all his entrails gushed out. And it 
became known to all those dwelling in Jerusa
lem; so that field is called in their own lan
guage,.Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
"For it is written in the Book of Psalms: "Let 
his dwelli~g place be desolate, and let no one 
live in it'; and. Let another take his office" 
(Acts 1:15 20). 

Judas was a villain, not a saint, in his final days. 
Let everyone be warned, lest we fall. 

"Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to 
make your call and election sure, for if you do these 
things you will never stumble (2 Pet. 1: 1 0). 
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Anlerican Style Free Love 
By Bob Cruse 

Rliable reports of "free love" leaked out 
through the "iron curtain" several decades 
before the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Faithful American Christians, from the beginning of 
these reports, vehemently denounced this base, cor
rupt and unnatural behavior. 

Hailed by communists as an element of their 
"heaven on earth" doctrine,·"free love," to true Chris
tians, was "hell on earth." It was a multi-pronged at
tack upon God's benevolent plan to provide happi
ness for his people and their children. Cohabitation 
among lustful men and women was the order of each 
day. Multitudes of "orphans" conceived in these lust
ful relationships were packed into state-operated or
phanages and trained as haters of their creator. 

Few Christians in those days could have foreseen 
or imagined that such absolute rebellion to God's 
moral law would one day be reborn in America. 
Many were shocked, however, by societal develop
ments in the decade from 1935 to the end of World 
War IT. During this brief period, the divorce rate in 
the United States almost doubled from 16 to 30 di
vorces per 100 marriages. The rate rose steadily to 
48 during the communist-inspired "sexual revolu
tion" of the 1960s and 70s.1 

This escalation of the divorce rate, however, was 
only the tip of an enormous, hidden iceberg. "Un
married-Couple Households" became a separate cat
egory for the first time in the 1960 U.S. Census. Ac
cording to this initial report there were approxi
mately 439,000 such households in the United 
States. By 1980, this figure had more than tripled to 
1.6 million and has continued its upward spiral to a 
current level of 5.2 million. 2 These undeniable di
vorce and cohabitation statistics should convince us 
that American style "free love" is a reality in the 
country we love. 

The sickening results of this reality are vividly 
conveyed in today's television programming. News 
broadcasts overflow with reports of abuse, kidnap-

ping, and murder of innocent children, their di
vorced biological parents or "live-in" boyfriends/girl
friends. These reports are blended with stories of 
"orphans" from single parent homes who roam our 
streets killing each other as well as innocent bystand
ers. Daytime "soap operas," while purporting to be 
fictional, obviously seek to neutralize and normalize 
the evils of divorce and cohabitation. TV psycholo
gists plainly recognize these sins as deterrents to per
sonal happiness but refuse to attribute them to lack 
of respect for biblical morality. TV "judges" without 
comment on their causes settle violent and hateful 
conflicts among divorced and cohabiting couples. 
Frequent "true mystery" programs vividly demon
strate how infidelities of former spouses result in 
murder and violence. Only a fool would deny that 
these evils have resulted primarily from our society's 
acceptance of communistic "free love" and casual di
vorce. 

Some have assumed that recent reliable research 
lumps the church of Christ in with "born again 
Christians [who] are no more immune to divorce 
than others. "3 Fair assessment of information from 
our bulletins and directories would seem to trans
form this assumption into fact. Family directory list
ings frequently include children with different sur
names who are seldom seen in worship services. An 
obvious escalation of prayer requests by young 
Christian ladies in out-of-wedlock pregnancy situa
tions is also recognized as a side effect of rampant di
vorce. 

Christ taught that adultery begins with lustful 
thoughts (Matt. 5 :28) which progress inevitably to 
unlawful divorce unless they are removed from our 
hearts (v. 32). Remarriage for reasons other than in
fidelity, he surely taught, casts a person into a per
petual state of adultery (19:3-12). Comments of pre
restoration scholars like Adam Clarke, Matthew 
Henry, and Albert Barnes on these words of Christ, 
agree firmly with those of our own restoration schol-

1 Heritage Foundation Backgrounder #1373; "The Effects of Divorce on America;" June 5, 2000, Page 3. 
z W\VW.census.gov/population/socdemo/hh-fam/ucl.csv; U.S. Census Bureau Internet Release, May 25, 2006. 
3 www.divorcereform.org/rates/html; Smart Marriages List Service; January 25, 2002. 
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ars. J.W. McGarvey succinctly wrote that, "Jesus here 
limits the right of divorce to cases of unchastity. "4 

Christ depends on his earthly disciples to uphold 
the shame and stigma he portrayed for illegal divorce 
and remarriage. If this bulwark against adultery is al
lowed to collapse, His church will suffer more egre
giously than it has in at least a century. The great 

4 McGarvey,j.W. and Pendleton, Phillip Y., THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL, 
Page 242. 

tragedy facing us is that empathizers, sympathizers 
and defenders of these violators are having more in
fluence than are faithful Christians who sincerely 
love their souls. Protecting his "little ones" from the 
"free love" of our corrupt world can only be accom
plished by diligently teaching the whole truth Christ 
taught. 

112 Woodhaven Court 
Red Oa~ TX 75154-6008 

Bcruse3@aol.com 
Fp 
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Carolina and was editor of Carolina Christian. He has something useful to say.) 

Creating Your Own God 
By Burl Curtis 

It is shocking how far some will go to create their 
own god. They claim their creation is God, but. 
it cannot be, for what they create is far different 

from the one true God. 
Neale D. Walsch has written four books under 

the deceptive titles, Conversations With God. The 
last one is for teens and is distributed to schools 
through the Scholastic Book Club. He claims to be "a 
great teacher of eternal truth" (bk. 3, p. 190). He de
pends heavily on humanism (man· is god), pragma
tism (what works is right), evolution and re-incarna
tion. At least one of his books has been on The New 
York Times best-seller list for 132 weeks, and has 
been translated into 27 languages. Perhaps one rea
son for his wide acceptance is that he says many 
things people want to hear which reveals as much 
about the reader as the author. 

Walsch is very honest in reporting how he talks 
with God (rather ·how he talks for God), much more 
honest than many preachers. He explained how the 
process works (hearing God speak). "But the truth is 
I put down the first thing that comes to my mind. 
There's no editing, no changing, no toning down or 
fixing up. It's just a matter of 'hearing' it and writing 
it down. Ies just like taking dictation (Teens, pp. 17-

18)., "All I did really was 'show up,' ask a few ques
tions, then take dictation. The reply came in the 
form of words whispered in my mind by a Voiceless 
Voice. I was fortunate enough to have written these 
words down." In one case he received no "inspira
tion" for 14 months (book 3-preface).1 

On Easter Sunday 1994, Walsch was waiting for 
God. In the same sentence he refers to God as both 
he and she. "He's promised to show up, as she has 
the past two Easters (book 3, p. 1)." Here are some 
additional things about the god Walsch created (all 
from book three, unless noted from Teens). "Truth 
can neither be proved nor disproved. It simply is" (p. 
4 ). "There is no such thing as 'wrong.' There is only 
that which does not serve you, (p. 5). "One should 
never, ever, feel guilty about anything" (p. 5). "There 
is no devil" (p. 6). Walsch's god speaking, "And prob
ably the biggest truth on which you'll agree is that 
there is no constant truth at all; that truth, like life 
itself, is a changing thing, a growing thing, an evolv
ing thing, and just when you think that process of 
evolution has stopped, it has not, but only really just 
begun" (p. 35). "Yet now you need be afraid no 
more. For nothing can, or ever will, separate you 
from me" (p. 57). "You and I are one ... 'Hell' is sim-

1 We wonder if Walsch is able to confirm his revelations by signs and wonders (Heb. 2:1-4). His statement as quoted by Curtis Burl is an admission 
that what he calls revelation is his own imagination.) 
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ply not knowing this. 'Salvation' is knowing and un
derstanding it completely" (p. 57). "In truth, there is 
no such thing as a 'sinner"' (p. 87). Walsch's god 
teaches, "Your will for you is my will for you" (p. 
253). "There is no such thing as right and wrong and 
I have no preference in the matter" (p. 253 ). "I don't 
make judgments" (Teens p. 117). 

Believing truth evolves, the author feels no shame 
in contradicting himself. At the end he writes, "This is 
perhaps the most important truth of all for you to 
understand at this stage in your evolution, and it is a 
good place to end this dialogue. Remember this al
ways, and make it your mantra: There's nothing I have 
to have, there's nothing I have to do, and there's noth
ing I have to be, except what I'm being right now" (p. 
362). "You have been given truth here" (p. 365). 

In closing he wrote that many lives have already 
been changed by this material. On the international 
best-seller list month after month, it has found its way 
into the hands of millions of people across the globe. 
Study groups have formed spontaneously in over 150 
cities, with the number growing each month. He re
ceived four to six hundred letters each week from 
people "who have been deeply touched by the insight, 
the wisdom, and the truth in these writings" (p. 369). 

It should be no surprise that Walsch's god 
preaches a new gospel. In Conversations with God 
for Teens, Walsch quotes from his book, Friendship 
with God, "I brought the human race a new gospel 
that would heal the world in two sentences: We are 
all one. Ours is not a better way, ours is merely an
other way. I challenge every priest, every minister, 
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every rabbi, every nation's leader, every politician, 
every economist, and every teacher in every school 
to stand up in front of those who listen to them this 
week and preach this gospel. I challenge them to say 
these fifteen words. These are fifteen words that 
would save the world" (pp. 135-136). 

The beginning Bible student should be able to see 
how greatly false Walsch's god is. The one true God 
would like for all men to be one with him (2 Pet. 3:9; 
John 17:21), but many men are not. Sin has sepa
rated them from God (lsa. 59:2). Men are not one 
with each other. They should love their neighbor as 
themselves (Matt. 22:39) but they do not. Some 
murder innocent school children; some murder in
nocent people to defend their weak religion. The 
thief is not one with the honest man; the child mo
lester is not united with the one who loves and 
guards children. " (B)y so much more Jesus has be
come a surety of a better covenant" (Heb. 7:22). 
Walsch and his god admit that theirs is not a better 
way. They are condemned by the Almighty God for 
preaching another gospel (Gal. 1 :6-9). Every Chris
tian should be very careful not to try to change God 
many way. 
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Autonomy of the Church 
and the Teaching of Error 

By Raymond Elliott 

God made his Son "to be head over all things 
to the church, which is His body, the fullness 
of Him who fills all in all" (Eph. 1:22-23). 

The apostle Paul declared, '~nd He is the head of 
the body, the church, who is the beginning, the first
born from the dead, that in all things He may have · 
the pre-eminence" (Col. 2:18). 

Jesus Christ does not share the headship of the 
church with any mortal man regardless of his status 
of prominence in the religious world. 

The Heavenly Father has given to His Son "all 
authority'' "in heaven and on earth" (Matt. 28:18). 
Jesus Christ is the supreme and only head of the 
church which is his body. 

There is another sense in which one finds the 
word church used in the New Testament. 

Paul wrote an epistle to the "church of God 
which is at Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:1-2) as well as letters 
to "saints in Christ jesus who are in Philippi" (Phil. 
1: 1) and "to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ 
who are in Colosse" (Col. 1:2). 

He also wrote letters to other congregations and 
to individuals. 

In God's design for a congregation he placed 
shepherds (elders) to oversee the local flock of be
lievers. 

In Acts 14:23 apostles "appointed elders in every 
church." 

Paul instructed the overseers from the church in · 
Ephesus, "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to 
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers to shepherd the church of God which 
He purchased with His own blood" (Acts 20:28, 
NKJV). 

The apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:1-4, "The el
ders who are among you I exhort, I, who am a fellow 
elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serv
ing as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not 
for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over 
those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
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flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away." 

It is reasonable and scriptural to assert that each 
congregation is autonomous (self-governing) and 
when fully developed is overseen by men who are 
called shepherds, elders and overseers. 

It is important to understand that a local church 
has the right in matters of expediency and human 
judgment to make its own decisions. 

Another congregation, or an individual who is 
not a member of said church, does not have a right 
to interfere in the business or decisions of another 
congregation. 

Christians should be very careful in criticizing the 
decisions made by the eldership of any congregation. 

The brethren have the right to make their own 
decisions as to where they will send their money in 
the mission field and/or to other good works. 

They can decide to have their Bible study and 
worship assemblies at various times on Sunday that 
might be different from other congregations. 

Example, I know a congregation that meets on 
Sunday for Bible classes at 10 a.m., morning worship 
at 11 a.m. and their second worship assembly at 1:30 
p.m. Between the two assemblies, the brethren share 
a common meal. That is a total of 4lh hours that the 
Christians are together. That is longer than most 
churches meet together on any given Sunday. 

Yet, some brethren might consider this congrega
tion as being unsound for not meeting on Sunday 
evening at 6 p.m. 

I worshiped with a small congregation that met 
in a house and during the morning assembly every
one sat in chairs in a circle around the table where 
the Lord's Supper was sitting. 

The people sat during the singing including the 
song leader except during a song of praise and then 
everyone stood. No problem. It was their decision 
and I respected it. In fact, I enjoyed the change. 

I have witnessed the monetary contribution 
taken on Sunday morning just before the closing 
prayer rather than following the Lord's Supper. 



The arrangement of the avenues of worship on 
Sunday can vary and it is the business of the indi
vidual congregation to make such decisions. 

Some congregations have Sunday morning as
semblies at their building, but meet in different 
homes in the evening. 

Though I might be inclined to not like that ar
rangement, I respect the congregation's decision to 
do so. Mter all, how many assemblies did the Lord 
require of his disciples to meet on the Lord's Day? 

A congregation has the freedom to decide not to 
do the will of the Lord. 

I would not ~gree with that decision, but some 
congregations have decided to do that very thing. 

For example the church in Laodicea had become 
so wretched in their sins that the Lord had been left 
outside of that congregation. 

In fact, Jesus Christ said to those brethren, "Be
hold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and dine with him, and he with me,, (Rev. 3:20). He 
further told them that their actions were repulsive to 
him and that they needed to repent (Rev. 3:16, 19). 

The question is do we have the right to speak out 
against another congregation when the members are 
guilty of violating the teachings of the Lord? 

Paul warned the Colossian brethren of false 
teachers (Col. 2:4, 8) even though he was not a 
member of that congregation. 

He also rebuked the Galatians for allowing 
Judaizing teachers to advance error within the 
churches in that area, even though he was not a mem
ber of any particular congregation among them (Gal. 
1:6-9; 5 :4). 
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It is possible to speak out against false teachers 
and unscriptural practices without violating the au
tonomy of another congregation. 

Brethren make blanket accusations against a con
gregation without proper evidence and thus arouse 
suspicion among other members of the body of 
Christ. 

We should treat others as we would like to be 
treated (Matt. 7: 12). 

It is best not to go by 'hearsay' when dealing with 
problems and issues facing the church of the Lord. 

We understand more fully the wisdom of God in 
designing the individual congregations to be self
governing. 

If a congregation departs from the truth, it does 
not mean that every congregation of the Lord will do 
the same. 

There is an obvious danger when any congrega
tion becomes digressive and its influence exerted on 
individual Christians and other congregations of the 
Lord. 

For example, one very large church of Christ in 
the state of Texas has announced that it will begin a 
special service on Saturday nights in which the 
Lord's Supper will be served and instrumental music 
will be introduced. 

The preacher of that congregation wrote that he 
had scores of letters/emails from elders and brethren 
encouraging such a move. 

There are "progressive" churches located near 
our Christian universities that are adversely influenc
ing students regarding these and other unscriptural 
practices. 

Shall we remain silent while error is being 
taught? 

One of the loud cries of brethren who are guilty 
of propagating error is that we should respect their 
autonomy. We respect their autonomy, but cannot al
low their apostasy. 

We live in perilous times. 
The church of Jesus Christ is being divided by 

the doctrines and practices of men. We cannot but 
speak out against all innovations that contribute to 
the disunity of the precious body of our Lord. 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067:1702 

-A great Idea-
Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1·888·367-6216 

l)t 

February 2007 25 
Firm Foundation 



History of Instrumental Music in Worship 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

It is indisputable that the church in the beginning 
of the gospel did not use mecha~ical instruments 
of music in worship of God. 

All scholars, regardless of denominational affilia
tion, agree that the first-century church did not use 
instrumental music. 

There is no dissenting voice among the scholars 
on this point. 

There is universal agreement that the first instru
ment of music was introduced into religious worship 
more than 600 years after the first church of Christ 
came into existence in A.D. 30. 

The church, purchased by the blood of Jesus, 
flourished for a short time, but the mystery of law
lessness was already at work in the lifetime of the 
apostle Paul (2 Thess. 2:7). Inspired writers of the 
first century prophesied, as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit, that a falling away would come (1 Tun. 
4:1-4; 2 Tim. 4:1-4; 2 Thess. 2:1-12; Rev. 12:1-17). 

About 300 years after the establishment of the 
church, at the first counsel of Nicaea, the partici
pants adopted a formal, authoritarian creed and the 
machinery was set in motion that would lead to a re
ligious hierarchy in the church. Over the next few 
years, the budding apostasy came into bloom. 
Constantine the Great, a Caesar in the Roman Em
pire, moved his capital to Byzantium and renamed it 
Constantinople. He also moved the major portion of 
the church at Rome to Constantinople. 

Rome was jealous of Constantinople, and 
Constantinople was disdainful of Roine. The apos
tate church at Rome called itself, The Holy, Roman, 
Apostolic, Catholic Church1, and the group at 
Constantinople became known as the Greek Ortho
dox Catholic Church. One was called the Western 
church and the other the Eastern church. Rome fea
tured the Latin language, and Constantinople fea
tured the Greek Language. 

They vied with each other for position and power 

until the sacking of Constantinople in the 13th century. 
The Roman Catholic church did many things to 

aggravate the Greek Orthodox · ~atholic church, 
among them to adopt the use of instrumental music 
in the 7th century A.D. · 

"The use of organs in churches is ascribed to 
Pope Vitalian (657-672)" (Schaff," History of the 
Christian Church, Vol. 4, p. 439). ·. · 

This was the straw that broke the camel's back 
and caused a rupture in the fellowship of the West
ern and the Eastern apostate churches. The Roman 
Catholic Church toyed with the use of instrumental 
music in worship for many years, and when the prac
tice was fully adopted, it caused a division that con
tinues. To this day the Greek Orthodox Church does 
not use mechanical instruments in its worship assem
blies. The Roman Church gained the ascendancy 
over the Greek Church, and this pushed the instru
mental music in worship question into the forefront. 

A little later, in the 16th century, Monk Martin 
Luther of Germany, mainly motivated by the sale of 
indulgences (the practice of selling the forgiveness of 
sins), began to protest the corruptions of the Roman 
Catholic Church. His life was threatened, but he was 
resolute. The reformation flared. It spread to En
gland, to Scotland, to Switzerland, and to Spain. It 
had two principle branches - one in Germany the 
other in England. The German branch was The Prot
estant Reformation, and the British facet was known 
as The Anglican Reformation. 

The reformers of the 16th and 17th centuries took 
exception to the unauthorized innovations of the Ro
man Catholic Church. 

This explains why so many of the leaders of the 
Lutheran and British Reformation objected to the 
use of instruments of music in "C~tian" worship. 

Most, if not all, of the leaders of the Protestant 
and Anglican Reformations oppos.ed the use of ma
chinery to make music in praise of God. 

'In Alexander Campbell's debate with Bishop john B. Purcell at Cincinnati, january 13 to the 21, 1837, Campbell affirmed the proposition: "The 
Roman Catholic Institution, sometimes called the 'Holy, Apostolic, Catholic Church,' is not now, nor was she ever, catholic, apostolic, or holy; but is 
a sect in the fair import of that word, older than any other sect now existing, not the 'Mother or Mistress of all Churches,' but an apostasy from the 
only true, holy, apostolic, and catholic church of Christ." 

26 February 2007 
Firm Foundation 



Statements From Some Religious Leaders 

"Music, AS A SCIENCE, I esteem and admire; but 
instruments of music IN THE HOUSE OF GOD I 
abominate and abhor. This is an abuse of music; and 
here I register my protest against all such corruptions 
in the worship of the Author of Christianity" (Adam 
Clark, a Methodist scholar, in his commentary on 
the whole bible). 

"I have no objection to instruments of music in 
our chapels, provided they are neither HEARD nor 
SEEN" U ohn Wesley, a founder of the Methodist 
Church). . . 

"Musical instruments in celebrating the praises 
of God would be no more suitable than the burning 
of incense, the lighting up of lamps, and the restora
tion of other shadows of the law" Uohn Calvin, 
founder of the Presbyterian Church). 

"The organ in the worship is an ensign of Baal" 
(Martin Luthe~:",.founder of the Lutheran Church). 

"The organ a kist (chest) of whistles'' (John Knox, 
a, Scottish Reformer and a Presbyterian). 

Throughout the whole passage [Eph. 5:18-19] 

there is a contrast implied between the Heathen and 
the Christian practice .... When you meet, let your 
enjoyment consist not in fullness of wine, but full
ness of the Spirit; let your songs be, not the drinking 
songs of the heathen feats, but psalms and hymns; 
and their accompaniment, not the music of the lyre, 
but the melody of the heart: while you sing them to 
the praise not of Baccus or Venus, but of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (The Life and Epistles of St. Paul, by 
Conybeare and Howson, scholars of the Church of 
England). 

John L. Girardeau, a Presbyterian professor in 
Columbia Theological Seminary, wrote a book op
posing the use of instrumental music in the public 
worship of the Church. It was published in 1888. 

Conclusion 
The widespread use of instrumental music in wor
ship began in the 18th century A.D. It is a recent in
novation, borrowed from the Roman Catholic 
Church, and is a sign of apostasy. 
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Iran's Messiah 

Official Iranian radio has completed broad 
casting a lengthy series on the imminent ap
pearance of a messianic figure who will de

feat Islam's enemies and impose Islamic Shiite rule 
over the entire world - even speculating on specific 
dates the so-called "Mahdi" will be revealed. 

English-language transcripts of "The World To
ward Illumination" programs can be found on the 
website of IRIB, a public broadcast arm of Tehran. 

"Be joyous my heart, miracles of the Messiah will 
soon be here," reads a poem used to conclude the 
first broadcast. "The scent of breaths of the One we 
know comes from near. Grieve not of sorrow and 
melancholy, as assured I was ... last night that a Sav
ior will come, it's clear." 

After the coming of the 12th imam, or Mahdi, 
"liberal democratic civilization" will be found only 
in "history museums," explained the program. 

"Contrary to the views of western theoreticians, 
who usually depict an ambiguous and dark future for 
mankind, Muslim experts believe human history, 

despite its many ups and downs, has a very auspi
cious fate," explained the program. "Muslims be
lieve hopes for the realization of such a happy end
ing for the world are called ~waiting Redemption,' 
and means waiting for man's problems to be solved 
by the Savior at the end of time. This awaiting influ
ences many, and inspired them with activity and en
thusiasm in confronting darkness and oppression for 
changing the existing situation. . .• " 

This messianic figure will be a direct descendant 
of Muhammad, according to the broadcasts. 

"In short, when he reappears, peace, justice and 
security will overcome oppression and deceit and 
one global government, the most perfect ever, will be 
established," it said. 

The Mahdi will appear suddenly, according to 
the report, in Mecca. Though no one can know the 
day, Shiites believe, the report actually suggests pos
sibilities in the Muslim calendar. 

The Mahdi will lead a cataclysmic battle against 
a descendant of Muhammad's archenemy, Abu 
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Sofyan, culminating in the cities of Kufa and Naja£. 
His enemy, though, is destroyed later in Jerusalem. 

"Another beautiful moment of the Savior's ap
pearance is the coming down of Prophet Jesus 
(PBUH) from heaven," says the report. "Hazrat 
Mahdi receives him courteously and asks him to lead 
the prayers. But Jesus says you are more qualified for 
this than me. We read in the book Tazkarat ol-Olia, 
'the Mahdi will come with Jesus son of Mary accom
panying him.' This indicates that these two great 
men are (sic) complement each other. Imam Mahdi 
will be the leader while Prophet Jesus will act as his 
lieutenant in the struggle against oppression and es
tablishment of justice in the world. Jesus had himself 
given the tidings of the coming of God's last messen
ger and will see Mohammad's ideals materialize in 
the time of the Mahdi." 

In a greeting to the world's Christians for the 
coming new year, Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad said he expects both Jesus and the 
Mahdi, to return and "wipe away oppression." 

"I wish all the Christians a very happy new year 
arid I wish to ask them a question as well," said 
Ahmadinejad, according to an Iranian Student News 
Agency rep~rt. One question for the Christians is: 
What would Jesus do if he were present in the world 
today? What would he do before some of the op
pressive powers of the world who are in fact residing 
in Christian countries? Which powers would here
vive and which of them would he destroy?" asked 
the Iranian leader. 

"If Jesus were present today, who would be fac
ing him and who would be following him?" 

Ahmadinejad's mystical pre-occupation with the 
coming of the Mahdi is raising concerns that a 
nuclear-armed Islamic Republic could trigger the 
kind of global conflagration he envisions will set the 
stage for the end of the world. 

In a videotaped meeting with Ayatollah Javadi
Amoli in Tehran, Ahmadinejad discussed candidly a 
strange, paranormal experience he had while address
ing the United· Nations in New York last September. 

He recounts how he found himself bathed in 
light throughout the speech. But this wasn't the light 
directed at the podium by the U.N. and television 
cameras. It was, he said, a light from heaven. 
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tained and translated by Joseph Farah's G2 Bulletin, 
Ahmadinejad wasn't the only one who noticed the 
unearthly light. One of his aides brought it to his at
tention. 

The Iranian president recalled being told about it 
by one of his delegation: "When you began with the 
words 'in the name of Allah,' I saw a light coming, 
surrounding you and protecting you to the end." 

Ahmadinejad agreed that he sensed the same 
thing. 

"On the last day when I was speaking, one of our 
group told me that when I started to say 'Bismillah 
Muhammad,' he saw a green light come from around 
me, and I was placed inside this aura," he says. "I felt 
it myself. I felt that the atmosphere suddenly 
changed, and for those 2 7 or 28 minutes, all the 
leaders of the world did not blink. When I say they 
didn't move an eyelid, I'm not exaggerating. They 
were looking as if a hand was holding them there, 
and had just opened their eyes - Alhamdulillah!" 

Ahmadinejad's "vision" at the U.N. is strangely 
reminiscent and alarmingly similar to statements he 
has made about his personal role in ushering in the 
return of the Shiite Muslim messiah. 

He sees his main mission, as he recounted in a 
Nov. 16 speech in Tehran, as to "pave the path for 
the glorious reappearance of Imam Mahdi, may Al
lah hasten his reappearance." 

According to Shiites, the 12m imam disappeared 
as a child in the year 941. When he returns, they be
lieve, he will reign on earth for seven years, before 
bringing about a final judgment and the end of the 
world~ 

Ahmadinejad is urging Iranians to prepare for 
the coming of the Mahdi by turning the country into 
a mighty and advanced Islamic society and by avoid
ing the corruption and excesses of the West. 

All Iran is buzzing about the Mahdi, the 12th 
imam and the role Iran and Ahmadinejad are playing 
in his anticipated return. There's a new messiah 
hodine. There are news agencies especially devoted 
to the latest developments. 

"People are anxious to know when and how will 
He rise; what they must do to receive this worldwide 
salvation," says Ali Lari, a cleric at the Bright Future 
Institute in Iran's religious center of Qom. "The tim
ing is not clear, but the conditions are more specific," 
he adds. "There is a saying: 'When the students are 
ready, the teacher will come'" (WorldNetDaily: Jan. 
27, 2007). 
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e Potpourri ••• 

ft;ther year already a month underway .•. 
many of us can sing with renewed vigor 
"Just a few more days to be filled with 

praise, and to tell the old, old story; then ~he~ twi
light falls and my Savior calls, I shall go wtth htm to 
glory." Or, "I love to tell the story because those 
who know it best seem hungering and thirsting to 
hear it like the rest." 

This column is fun to write because it often em
phasizes "the lighter side." Still, it is demanding and 
we spend many hours searching for news items that 
fit the concept of highlighting the vicissitudes of 
modern man, emphasizing spiritual reality, and giv
ing us a breathing-spell from the hard work of study · 
and writing. It is heady. 

Were it not for such brave, insightful, and tireless 
men like Earl Davis and Elvin DeShazo it would be 
well nigh impossible to fill this column week after 
week. Our sincere thanks to DeShazo and Davis and 
to others for sending to us· tidbits of spiritual hap
penings in today's confusing world ... may your la
bors be rewarded with a crown. 

So, here we go again . . . seeking to give you a 
chuckle and to prick your coolness and to help all of 
us keep our eyes on the ultimate goal. 

Amsterdam aafl Barlots 
fJ AMSTERDAM, Jan. 19 -Amsterdam's red

light district will soon get a new attra~tion: a statue 
to honour prostitutes around the world. 

The statue, designed by artist Els Rijerse, will 
likely be unveiled at the end of March, Dutch news 
agency ANP reported. 

"In many countries, prostitutes struggle and 
people have no respect for them whatsoever. The 
statue is meant to give all those men and women 
strength," Mariska Majoor, a former prostitute who 
commissioned the statue, told ANP. 

ANP said the statue, made of bronze, shows a 
woman who confidently looks out into the world 
(Reuters, Jan. 20, 2007). 

This was sent to us by the ever-faithful Elvin 
DeShazo. He sends such trivia to remind us there are 
naked imbeciles running around out there, and we 
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ought to be careful. Next thing may be a monume?t 
to homosexuality ... or AIDS. Anyway, thanks Elvtn 
... keep'em coming. 

Carter & Cllafon 
G ATLANTA (BP) -Former Presidents Jimmy 

Carter and Bill Clinton have proposed the establish
ment of a broadly inclusive alternative Baptist move
ment to counter what they called a negative image of 
Baptists and to address poverty, the environment, 
and global conflicts. 

Carter and Clinton kicked off their plans with a 
news conference Jan. 9 at the Carter Center in 
Atlanta, flanked by leaders of moderate Baptist 
groups including the Cooperative Baptist Fellow
ship, a breakaway group of an unverified number 
of churches that objected to the election of conserva
tive leaders in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Carter and Clinton announced a "Celebration of a 
New Baptist Covenant," tentatively set for Jan. 30-
Feb. 1, 2008, at the Georgia World Congress Center 
in Atlanta, which they hope will attract 20,000 Bap
tists. 

Salvation 
oWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21 ; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the .church - Acts 2:38-47 
o Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

o Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



"This is a historic event for the Baptists in this 
country and perhaps for Christianity," Carter said at 
the news conference. 

About 80 leaders of 40 moderate Baptist organi
zations claiming to represent 20 million Baptists in 
the United States, Canada and Mexico met at the 
Carter Center for the announcement. Leaders from 
the Southern Baptist Convention were not invited to 
attend. 

Clinton said, adding that his goal is to be a 
"cheerleader" for the group (BP News, the news arm 
of the Southern Baptist Convention). More kudos to 
Elvin DeShazo. 

Spanlc rhaf Child 
0 (AP) California parents could face jail and a 

fine for spanking their young children under legisla
tion a state lawmaker has promised to introduce next 
week. 

Democratic Assemblywoman Sally Lieber said 
such a law is needed because spanking victimizes 
helpless children and breeds violence in society. 

Lieber said her proposal would make spanking, 
hitting and slapping a child under 4 years old a mis
demeanor. Adults could face up to a year in jail and a 
$1,000 fine. 

Aides to the assemblywoman said they are still 
working on a definition for spanking. 

Some Republican lawmakers called the idea ri
diculous. But Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said he 
may be receptive to it even though he has concerns 
about how the ban would be enforced. 

The governor said he and his wife, Maria 
Shriver, did not spank their four children and used 
alternative methods for discipline. For example, 
Schwarzenegger said they found it more effective to 
threaten to take away their children's playtime if 
they didn't do school work. 

"They hate that much more than getting 
spanked," he told reporters Friday in Los Angeles. 

(Really ... if that is true and spanking is brutality 
then taking away a child's playtime is unacceptable 
cruelty - it is ... well ... Schwarzenegger's inhu
manity to children. This, too, came to us from our 
friend and brother DeShazo.) 

Pope aad Unbaptized Babies 
0 The pope will cast aside centuries of Catholic 

belief later this week by abolishing formally the con
cept of limbo, in a gesture calculated to help to win 
the souls of millions of babies in the developing 
world for Christ. 

All the evidence suggests that BenediCt XVI 
never believed in the idea anyway. But in the fertile 
evangelization zones of Mrica and Asia, the Pope -
an acknowledged authority on all things Islamic - is 
only too aware that Muslims believe the souls of 
stillborn babies go straight to Heaven. For the 
Church, looking to spread the faith in countries with 
a high infant mortality rate, now is a good time to 
make it absolutely clear that stillborn babies of 
Christian mothers go direct to Heaven, too. 

Anyone who deludes himself or herself that Mus
lims do not know about limbo would be wrong. 
Dante put Jerusalem's conqueror Saladin in limbo in 
his Inferno, along with Ovid and Homer and other 
pre-Christian villains and heroes. 

Christians hold that Heaven is a state of union 
with God, while Hell is separation from God. They 
have long wrestled, however, not only with the fate 
of unbaptized children, but also 'Yith the conundrum 
of what happened to those who lived a "good life" 
but died before the time of Jesus. [This, of course, is 
not a conundrum for those who understand Romans 
3:25.] 

The answer since the 13th century has been 
limbo. What remains in an uncertain state, though, is 
the status of all the pre-Christian and unbaptized 
adult souls held by some still to be in this halfway 
house between Heaven and Hell. 

Visions of an lfernal Hallway Rouse 

0 Dante's The Divine Comedy describes limbo 
as the first circle of hell, inhabited by unbaptized 
children and virtuous pagans born before Christian
ity. Among them are Homer, Ovid, Socrates and 
Plato 

In his novel The First Circle, Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn compares life in a Stalinist prison camp 
to limbo. The prisoners are unlikely to reach 
"heaven," but still enjoy relative freedom within the 
Gulag system, avoiding the worst of this "hell." 

Shakespeare uses "Limbo Patrum" (Limbo of the 
fathers) as a metaphor for prison in Henry VIII 

To Samuel Taylor Coleridge, limbo is not a place, 
but a frightening state, "where Time & weary Space 
Fettered from flight, with night-mair sense of fleeing 
Strive for their last crepuscular half-being." 

In The Rape of the Lock Alexander Pope locates 
the stage between heaven and hell in the lunar 
sphere, where all things lost on earth find their place. 
There, "smiles of harlots" are preserved with "the 
tears of heirs," broken vows and prayers 
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lwauaa 
0 Kwanzaa was invented in 1966 by a black radi

cal, Ron Karenga, aka Dr. Maulana Karenga. 
Karenga was .a founder of United Slaves, a violent 
nationalist rival to the Black Panthers. 

In the '70s, Karenga criticized rumors that black 
radicals were government-supported. When Nige
rian newspapers claimed that some American black 
radicals were CIA operatives, Karenga publicly de
nounced the idea, saying, "Africans must stop gener
alizing about the loyalties and motives of Afro
Americans, including the widespread suspicion of 
black Americans being CIA agents." 

Kwanzaa itself is a blend of black racism and 
Marxism. The seven "principles" of Kwanzaa praise 
collectivism in every possible arena of life - eco
nomics, work, personality, even litter removal. 
("Kuumba: Everyone should strive to improve the 
community and make it more beautiful.") 
· When Karenga was asked to distinguish Kawaida, 

the philosophy underlying Kwanzaa, from "classical 
Marxism," he essentially explained that under 
Kawaida, we also hate whites. While taking the "best 
of early Chinese and Cuban socialism" -which one 
assumes would exclude the forced abortions, impris
onment for homosexuals and forced labor-Kawaida 
practitioners believe one's racial identity "determines 
life conditions, life chances and self-understanding." 

Coincidentally, the seven principles of Kwanzaa 
are the very same seven principles of the Symbionese 
Liberation Army. In 1974, Patricia Hearst, kidnap 
victim, posed next to the banner of her alleged cap
tors, a seven-headed cobra. Each snake head stood 
for one of the SLNs revolutionary principles: Umoja, 
Kujichagulia, Ujima, Ujamaa, Nia, Kuumba and 
Imani- the same seven "principles" of Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa has no basis in history or reality. To 
equate it with New Years is foolish (This information 
came principally from Wikipedia and Encyclopaedia 
Britannica). 

Burlesque 
0 Codic Stott, a 14-year-old schoolgirl in the 

north of England, was arrested, questioned, and held 
for (depending on whose story you believe) either 
three or six hours in either a cell or a "juvenile unit" 
at the local police station. The crime of which she 
was suspected was identified by British newspapers, 
in language that would have had George Orwell 
chortling with pleasure, as "a Section: racial public 
order offence." What had actually happened was 
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that in the course of ordinary schoolwork, the young 
lady was assigned to a science study group with five 
other students, all of whom were conversing in 
Urdu, the only language known to four of them. Our 
heroine asked the teacher if she might be transferred 
to another group. At that point all the school's PC 
alarms went off, the principal came running, the po
lice were alerted, and the law took its course. Said 
the principal, in words that should chill the blood of 
anyone who loves liberty: "We aim to ensure a caring 
and tolerant attitude towards people and pupils of all 
ethnic backgrounds, and will not stand for racism in 
any form" (National Review). 

fhe Power of the Gospel 
fl We cannot vouchsafe the reliability of the re

port, but the following is information supplied by 
Joel C. Rosenberg and quoted in a book, The Mean
ing of Life, by Jim Rutz. You will need to check the 
facts for yourself, but here are the claims made by 
Mr. Rosenberg. 

More Muslims converted to faith in Jesus Christ 
over the past decade than at any other time in human 
history. A spiritual revolution is under way through
out North Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia: 

Iraq: More than 5,000 new Muslim converts to 
Christianity have been identified since the end of 
major combat operations .... Also, more than 1 mil
lion Bibles [were] shipped into the country since 
2003, and pastors report Iraqis are snatching them 
up so fast they constantly need more Bibles. 

Afghanistan: only 17 Muslim converts to Chris
tianity before 9/11/01, but now more than 10,000. 

Kazakstan: only three known Christians in 1990, 
but now more than 15,000. 

Uzbekistan: no known Christians in 1990, but 
now more than 30,000. 

Iran: In 1979, there were only 500 known Mus
lim converts to Christianity, but today Iranian pas
tors and evangelical leaders tell me there are more 
than 1 million Iranian believers in Jesus Christ, most 
of whom meet in underground house churches. 

Sudan: More than 1 million Sudanese have con
verted to Christianity just since 2000, and some 5 
million have become Christians since the early 1990s, 
despite a radical Islamic regime and an ongoing geno
cide .... Why such a dramatic spiritual awakening? 
"People have seen real Islam, and they want Jesus in
stead," one Sudanese evangelical leader told me. 

But perhaps the most startling picture that 
Rosenberg gives us is from Egypt: 



. Egypt: Some reports say 1 million Egyptians 
have trusted Christ over the past decade or so. The 
Egyptian Bible Society told me they used to sell 
about 3,000 copies of the JESUS film a year in ~he 
early 1990s. But last year they sold 600,000 coptes, 
plus 750,000 copies of the Bible on tape. 

Cafs ••" flogs 
0 WINTON- All around this struggling farm 

town, chicken houses stand in the fields as a testa
ment to the w_ay many here earn their living - rais-
ing, slaughtering.and processing chick~ns. . . 

It is an unlikely locale for an unhkely cnmtnal 
case. Today, two employees of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, a radical animal-rights group 
that opposes meat-eating, are on trial for the strang
est of charges: killing animals. 

PETA is based in Norfolk, Va., but its work has 
international scope. The group, which raises more 
than $25 millio~ a year from 1.6 million supporters, 
opposes any human use of animals, whether for 
food fashion or research. In the more than two de
cade; since its founding, it has become a major threat 
to medical researchers, meatpackers, fur sellers, and 
others. 

Now, two of its employees stand accused of toss
ing garbage bags full of euthanized cats and dogs into 
a dumpster behind a Piggly Wiggly in Hertford 
County, 130 miles northeast of Raleigh. 

Adria J. Hinkle and Andrew B. Cook, both of 
whom work in PETNs Norfolk office, are charged 
with 21 counts each of animal cruelty, a felony that 
can carry prison time, along with littering and ob
taining property by false pretenses. 

It is a strange turn of events for PETA. The 
group's supporters have often be~n prosecuted ~or 
their radical efforts to protect antmals - breaktng 
into fashion shows to throw blood on fur-wearing 
models, liberating lab animals, showing gory videos 
outside the circus - but PETA has never been ac
cused of hurting animals. 

Now, jurors will decide whether Hinkle and 
Cook were, as PETA argues, providing humane 
deaths to animals that would otherwise have been 
painfully killed in gas chambers - or ~heth~r, as 
several local officials say, they were taktng antmals 
on the promise of finding -them homes and secretly 
killing them. 

A PETA spokeswoman, Kathy Guillermo, said 
PETA never wanted to get into the business of 
euthanizing animals. But she said the group couldn't 

ignore the horrible conditions in animal shelters 
around Norfolk and in northeastern North Carolina. 
The group now euthanizes thousands of animals a 

year. . . . . 
"Euthanasia is a better alternative to sttttng tn a 

stinking pound," Guillermo said (The News & Ob
server Publishing Company, via Elvin DeShazo). 

4111erica, Americ•, God S6ed His Gr•ce oa f6ee 
0 Because American commerce in the Mediterra

nean was being destroyed by the pirates, the Conti
nental Congress agreed in 1784 to negotiate treaties 
with the four Barbary States. Congress appointed a 
special commission consisting of John Adams, Tho
mas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin, to oversee the 
negotiations. 

Lacking the ability to protect its merchant ships in 
the Mediterranean, the new America government 
tried to appease the Muslim slavers by agreeing to pay 
tribute and ransoms in order to retrieve seized Ameri
can ships and buy the freedom of enslaved sailors. 

Adams argued in favor of paying tribute as the 
cheapest way to get American commerce in the 
Mediterranean moving again. Jefferson was op
posed. He believed there would be no end to the de
mands for tribute and wanted matters settled 
"through the medium of war." He proposed a league 
of trading nations to force an end to Muslim piracy. 

In 1786,Jefferson, then the American ambassador 
to France, and Adams, the American ambassador to 
Britain met in London with Sidi Haji Abdul Rahman 
Adja, the "Dey of Algiers" ambassador to Britain. 

The Americans wanted to negotiate a peace 
treaty based on Congress' vote to appease. 

Bedside 
Manners 
by Katie Maxwell 

A trained hospital counselor provides a short course 
of practical "dos and don'ts" for visiting the sick~ 
listing support organizations, resources, and appro
priate scriptures to use. 0-801 0-6265-9 pb, 112 pgs. 

$12.99 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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During the meeting jefferson. and Adams asked 
the Dey's ambassador why Muslims held so much 
hostility towards America, a nation With which they 
had no previous contacts. 

In a later meeting with the American Congress, 
the two future presidents reported that Ambassador 
Sidi Haji Abdul Rahman Adja had answered that Is
lam "was founded on the Laws of their Prophet, that 
it was written in their Quran, that all nations who 
should not have acknowledged their authority were 
sinners, that it was their right and duty to make war 
upon them wherever they could be found, and to 
make slaves of all they could take as Prisoners, and 
that every Musselman (Muslim) who should be slain 
in Battle was sure to go to Paradise" 

For the following 15 years, the American govern
ment paid the Muslims millions of dollars for the 
safe passage of American shjps or the return of 
American hostages. The payments in ransom and 
tribute amounted to 20 percent of United States gov
ernment annual revenues in 1800. 

Not long after jefferson's inauguration as presi
dent in 1801, he dispatched a group of frigates to 
defend American interests in the Mediterranean, and 
informed Congress. 

Declaring that America was going to spend "mil
lions for defense but not one cent for tribute," 
jefferson pressed the issue· by deploying American 
Marines and many of America's best warships to the 
Muslim Barbary Coast. 

The USS Constitution, USS Constellation, USS 
Philadelphia, USS Chesapeake, USS Argus, USS 
Syren and USS Intrepid all saw action. 

In 1805, ~erican Marines marched across the 
dessert from Egypt into Tripolitania, forcing the sur
render of Tripoli and the freeing of all American 
slaves. 

During the Jefferson administration, the Muslim 
Barbary States, crumbling as a result of intense 
American naval bombardment and on shore raids by 
Marines, finally officially agreed to abandon slavery 
and piracy. 

Jefferson's victory over the Muslims lives on to
day in the Marine Hymn, with the line, "From the 
halls of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli, we will 
fight our country's battles on the land as on the sea." 

It wasn't until 1815 that the problem was fully 
settled by the total defeat of all the Muslim slave 
trading pirates. 

jefferson was right when he said the "medium of 
war" was the only way to put an end to the Muslim 
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problem (Our thanks to Virgil Poe for sending us a 
report from U.S. Veteran Dispatch, Jan. 24, 2007, 
from which we took this excerpt.) 

freatiag Caacer witiJ Berbs aad Prayer 
0 As her lung cancer spread, shortening her 

breath, pressing into her back, Minna Shakespeare 
had faith that a thick, brown liquid she bought by mail 
from a California physician for $13,536 would cure 
her. 

Her husband says Mrs. Shakespeare, a registered 
nurse and devout Christian in Cambridge, Mass., 
stopped chemotherapy on the doctor's advice. 
Easton Shakespeare recalls his wife assuring him that 
the doctor, who prayed with her over the phone, was 
trustworthy. 

Mrs. Shakespeare died in April 2003, four 
months after her first dose of the viscous liquid. Her 
husband's complaints triggered a federal investiga
tion of Christine Daniel, a licensed physician and 
Pentecostal minister practicing in Mission Hills, Ca
lif. Investigators say she used religion to sell expen
sive nostrums that she claimed could cure cancer. 

Dr. Daniel's small business is part of a boom in 
"Christian wellness" - dietary supplements and 
herbal formulas, sometimes along with diets inspired 
by Biblical descriptions, that sell briskly in a lightly 
regulated industry. Sales by religiously affiliated 
companies have surged since the mid-1990s to ac
count for 5% to 10% of the dietary-supplements 
business, which had about $21 billion in 2005 sales, 
says Grant Ferrier, editor of Nutrition Business Jour
nal in San Diego. 

Former patients and the affidavit say Dr. Daniel 
sold at least six different liquid formulas. FDA analy
sis found some of the formulas contained various 
herbal compounds, as well as protein powder, vita
mins, alcohol, and beef extract. Some patients said 
they paid as much as $6,000 weekly for care at Dr. 
Daniel's wellness clinic, while others report paying a 
similar amount for a monthly supply of her mixtures. 
For some patients, office visits were covered by their 
medical insurance. 

Dr. Daniel says she has witnessed medical 
miracles. In a self-published 2006 book, she recounts 
how, after she prayed, a stroke victim walked with
out a cane and a drowned child with no vital signs 
returned to life. "I do not use prayer as a medicinal 
tool, but a combination of prayer with my medical 
care has never hurt any patient; if anything, it has 
saved lives," Dr. Daniel wrote. 



Dr. Daniel also gained patients through her Pen
tecostal church, New Christ Memorial in San 
Fernando, where members often testify to medical 
miracles that they say they have experienced. Many 
of her herbs cure cancer," he says. 

Dr. Daniel handled clients by phone, including 
Minna Shakespeare, according to interviews. Mter 
reading Mrs. Shakespeare's X-rays in December 
2002, Dr. Daniel recommended her fifth strongest 
formula, which cost more than $6,000 for a one
month supply, says Mr. Shakespeare, an electrician. 
His wife told him that Dr. Daniel said "she knew of a 
lot of people where traditional medicine didn't 
work, but when they take her medication, they re
cover," he says. 

A month later, blood tests ordered by Mrs. 
Shakespeare's Massachusetts doctor showed her can
cer cells were still multiplying. Dr. Daniel then sold 
her the highest-concentration formula, the husband 
said. Dr. Daniel wouldn't tell the couple what the 
formula consisted of, he said. An FDA lab found that 
one mixture that Mrs. Shakespeare took contained 
carbohydrates, ascorbic acid, fructose, protein, alco
hol, vitamins and caffeine, according to the agency's 
affidavit. 

In December 2003, Dr. Daniel told an under
cover California Medical Board investigator, posing 
as a cancer victim's son, that she offered herb mix
tures priced from $350 to $4,270 for a formula 
called C-6 6:4, with the higher concentrations 
"working better," the affidavit states. "The FDA does 
not allow us to say we cure anybody, but this is what 
we do," it quotes her as saying. 

At a meeting with medical board staff in August 
2004, Dr. Daniel said she rarely treated cancer, the 
affidavit states. She said she shipped most cartons of 
nutritional supplements overseas as part of a food 
program in developing countries. . 

She remains licensed in California, says a medtcal 
board spokeswoman. The case is still under investi
gation (Wall Street Journal - By Suzanne Sataline, 
Jan. 24, 2007). 

[Watch out for the quacks . . . especially those 
who march under the banner of Jesus. Miracles -
true New Testament miracles- ceased to happen 
2,000 years ago. God heals people today through 
honest and capable men of medicine, and through 
the herbs created for the service of man. Medicine, 
for the most part, is a matter of taking compounds 
from nature and packaging it for efficient use by the 
creatures. In the words of Daniel J. Boorstin, "The 

greatest obstacle to discovery is not ignorance. It is 
the illusion of knowledge.") 

log Collar 
0 An Australian psychologist charged with inde

cently assaulting a patient told a court on Tuesday 
that forcing his female patient to wear a dog collar 
and call him master was within a psychologist's ethi
cal guidelines. 

Psychologist Bruce Beaton, 64, pleaded not 
guilty in the Western Australia District Court to four 
charges of indecently assaulting a 22-year-old 
woman in 2005, local media reported. 

Beaton was arrested when police, who had been 
secretly video recording the session with the woman, 
heard whipping sounds, reported Australian Associ
ated Press from the court. 

Beaton told the court he resorted to master-ser
vant treatment with his bulimic patient because other 
methods had failed. He said he thought forcing the 
woman to wear a dog collar and call him master 
would build a more trusting relationship. 

He said such treatment was allowed by the Aus
tralian Psychological Society. "It is right within the 
ethical guidelines," Beaton told the court. 

"I am not saying it would be all right if I hit her. I 
did not hit her," he said. The trial continues. Fp 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Church with a Capital ucn 

Question: In writing, when we speak of the 
church of Christ, should we capitalize "c" in 

church? What about when we name a specific 
church, as in South Huntington Street Church of 
Christ? Does grammar require a capital letter in that 
case? Can you give me a rule to follow? (M. J.) 

Answer: I am certainly not authorized to make 
..t\.. rules for anyone. I do feel strongly, however, 
about speaking biblically and not leaving a denomi
national impression. 

Here is what I do when I am writing. 
First, I avoid using "church of Christ" whenever 

possible. I refer simply to the Carthage Church, the 
University Church in Montgomery, the Lord's 
church in Ackerman, or the church in Tiplersville. 

Even when I do use church of Christ, I use the 
little "c" for church. It does not solve all of the prob
lems, but it is at least, it seems to me, a stab at mak
ing the "no denominational name" point. 

There is validity to the grammatical point that 
when Wetumpka Church of Christ is used as a 
proper name, it ought to be capitalized. However, it 
is precisely making it a proper name that I object to. 
God did not give His church a proper name and, if 
we "speak as the Bible speaks," we ought not to give 
it one either. 

"Church" is not capitalized in "the church of the 
Thessalonians in God our Father" (2 Thess. 1: 1), 
"the church of God that is in Corinth" (1 Cor. 1 :2), 
or in "the churches of Christ greet you" (Rom. 
16:16). 

Here are some related issues. 
I am not a member of "the Churches of Christ." I 

am a member of a particular church of Christ. 
"Congregations of the Churches of Christ" is 

both a redundant and denominational sounding 
phrase. Congregations are local churches; "churches 
of Christ" is enough, and is the biblical expression. 

"Local congregation" is redundant. Congrega-

3 6 ~i:u;~nd;3~~ 

tions are always local. "Local church" properly dis
tinguishes from the universal church to which Christ 
adds all of the saved. And one may properly speak of 
a plurality of local congregations in contradistinction 
to congregations in another locale. 

A recent, widely circulated document has said that 
Christians simply calling ourselves Christians, and 
using phrases like "the Lord's church," is a narrow 
and bigoted practice. Actually, if "church" is under
stood biblically, it is a broad and inclusive practice. 

But whether narrow or broad, it is biblical. 
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a.m., 6 ·p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northemoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

• • • • • S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

Jprophet@quik.eom 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)3S3-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (1h mi. east of 1-35) 
-Ohio-

-Virginia-
-Alaska-

Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Centrai4S324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Anc:horage-7800StanleyDr.,99S18.(907)344- 878_0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Spencer, minister. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
-Texas-

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Wasilla _ Valley· Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith· 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. S 9 10 6 w d 7 30 
7:00 p.m. Active college program. Transportation un. ' a.m., p.m., e • : p.m. 
available H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

- California -

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Florida-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., S 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Russellism Unveiled 
by o. C. Lambert 

The 1940 exposure of false prophets, 
Charles Taze Russell and Judge Ruth
erford, founders of the Jehovah's Wit
nesses. Their teachings on the return of 
Christ, the relationship of God to human 
governments, the necessity for obeying 
human government, the nature of 
death, and many other things are 
shown by the Scriptures to b~ false. 
BKBU01 paperback, 111 pgs. 

$3.50 
plus $2.15 s&h • Texas rosldents add 6.259(, tax 

Rrm ·• •1888\ ............. ... 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity Is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Living Oracles 
by Alezander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estamentwlth 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 387-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea. from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent In •Pentecostalism• or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and .Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... eKJLo2 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y.z'x5\4 ' ) puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

CONTDIPOLU.'t 
(OIICOMS 

Or 
OWSTWG 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
lor Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
. We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 

approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth", clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas resident. 
add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
rape, and your picrure ro Wesrside Church of 
Chrisr, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

Yourh minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Chrisr 
--- ----------------------------------- in Claremore, Oklahoma has an immediate 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, m1mmum charge $10. This section is 
designed to a ccommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Founda tion, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks p rior to the desired month o f 
publication. All ads must be cance led by the first o f the month to a void b e ing charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The church of Chrisr in Buffalo, WY, pop. 4,000 
plus is looking for a sound conservarive preacher. 
20 plus members. No elders. Presenr preacher is 
leaving July 1 afrer 6 years. Church building seats 
abour 150. 3-bdrm house, full basemenr, 2 1/l barhs, 
2-car garage, plus utiliries and $1 ,200/mo. Send 
resum~. recorded sermon , brief staremenr on your 
doctrinal posirions on worship, benevolence, 
evangelism, moraliry, marriage, divorce, and work 
of rhe Holy Spirir. Send to Church of Chrisr, 111 
Forr Srreer, Buffalo, WY 82834. Doug Srahl, (307) 
684-7938. cocbuffalo@vcn.com 

Full-time preacher wan red in Ferriday, LA. Approx. 
75-80 attendance. 3-bdrm, 2-barh home provided. 
Send resume, references, and tape, CD, or DVD of 
recent sermon to Church of Chrisr, P.O. Box 724, 
Ferriday, LA 71334. Contacts: Bill King (318) 757-
3657; J.L. Barker (318) 757-2618; Mike Barker 
(318) 757-3676. (Ann. preache r search.) 

Spiritually matured, full-time minisrer wanred for 
small (25 +) congregarion. 3-bd, 2-barh house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send resume wirh 
references, phoro, audio or video ro Bill Johnson, 
116 Miller Ave., Louisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773-5820. Locared 30 miles from Mississippi Srate 
Univ. and Magnolia Bible College. 

The lOth & Rockford church of Christ in Tulsa, 
OK is seeking a full-time associate minisrer who is 
dedicared to rhe truth and can preach, teach, 
evangelize, and work with rhe youth. We arc a 
congregarion of 200+ members wirh elders, 
deacons, and a pulpir minisrer. We are commirred 
to sound docrrine and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates should send rheir 
resume, references, and a taped sermon ro 1 Orh & 
Rockford church of Chrisr, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 ATT: Elders or email your resume 
ro RockfordCofC@aol.com 

The Church of Chrisr at Richwoo d, a small 
congregation committed ro rhe gospel, is seeking a 
full-time preacher. We will furnish a salary, plus a 
4 bdrm, 2-barh brick home. Richwood is on the 
Gulf Coasr about 50 miles sourh of Housron, TX, 
on Hwy 288. Conract Mike Haschke (979-297-
4259, mhaschke@earrhlink.net) or Gil Yoder (281-
54 1-7591, yoder@oabs.org) for more information. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spirirual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinare 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational parrici
pation, subject to oversight of rhe elders. Primary 
responsibiliries are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinati ng 
and providing training for Bible class reachers. 
Other responsibiliries include activities a reas in 

adminisrrarion as a cooperarive team member on 
the minisrerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for rhe Master. T he growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Cenrer. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is abour 100 
miles norrh of Houston. Info about our ciry is 
available ar www.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Chrisr,7 11 N. 
Second Sr., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
cenrralcofc@cox-interner.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central Ca lifornia 
congregation has an immediare opening, fo r a fu ll
rime p reacher/min isre r . The congregarion is 
commirred ro rhe fairhful inrerprerarion of 
Scriprures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negoriable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recenr 
pulpir sermons along wirh references ro rhe Oil dale 
Church of Chrisr, 2912 Norrh Chcsrer Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Westside Church of Chrisr locared in a rural rown 
(pop. 2000) in Sourhwesr Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as rheir local minisrer/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem
bers in a progressive farming/ranchi ng region. 
T his church has irs own building and home. 
Marurc applicants musr be loving, friend ly, caring 
and well grounded in the Fairh with leadership 
qualiries. The congregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need ro provide supplemenral 
support or income. Send resume, copy of sermon 

.,__.. 
Bible Story 

Book 
egermeitr's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of s tyle 
Invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind . Younger childre n 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers o n the 
stories. and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

12 1 full-page, full-color illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

opening fo r a spirirually marure young man/family 
ro work wirh a well esrablished yourh/parent 
group. We are a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send r~sume to receive an information packet 
and quesrionnaire for the position to 319 E. Blue 
Star r, Claremore, OK 740 17 or e-mai l to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, orher books ar grear prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving ro Atlanta? Welcome ro Avondale 
- an acrive congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Dccarur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

'Victory 
8ver 

t£rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included . 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.95 plus $3.SO s&h. 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. han:tback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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V o.a ea~t do. it! 

Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 
•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

•How to Do It! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

• You CAN DO It! - $14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 9/ pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!-$7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

•You CAN LIVE It!- $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
February 2007 
Address service requested. 

Mormonism 
by Homer Halley 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$1 5.99 • $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$1 5.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 2007 
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(This is the final installment of our reprint of G. C. Brewer's monumental response to liberalism (he called it 
"modernism") in the church many years ago .. . it is amazing how the same dangerous teaching flourishes today. 
Error is as persistent as Johnson grass. Much of what brother Brewer wrote in the 1950s is applicable to the 2151 

century. Satan has not changed his devices and continues to delude the multitudes. He continues to whisper, 
"Take, eat, it will make you as wise as God." The gullible gobble it down to their hurt .. . and eternal/ass.) 

''Take Heed Brethren'' 
By G. C. Brewer {deceased) 

For as touching those who were once en
lightened and tasted of the hea
venly gift, and were made partakers of 

the Holy Spirit; and tasted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the age to come, and 
then fe ll away, it is impossible to renew them 
again unto repentance: seeing they crucify to 

themselves the Son of God afresh, and put 
him to an open shame (Heb. 6:4-6). 

But my righteous one shall live by faith: 
And if he shrink back my sou l shall have no 
pleasure in him (Heb. 10:38). 

Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall 
be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelie f, 
in falling away from the living God (Heb. 
3 :12). 

Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things 
before hand, beware lest, being carried away 
by the error of the wicked, ye fall from your 
own steadfastness (2 Pet. 3: 17). 

The Dangers That Surround Us 

Brethren, it is clearly taught in the Scriptures and it 
has been pointed out repeatedly in this review that 
we can know God only by faith, that we become 

children of God by faith, that we walk by faith and 
that we live by faith - our spiritual lives are sus
tained only by faith. And the Scriptures also teach in 
unmistakable terms that unbelief or a ceasing to be
lieve will cause us to lose our reward (Heb. 3 :18; 
4: 1). However strong our faith may be it needs to 
have things added to it or to be exercised in supply
ing unto us the grace and culture of a Christian char
acter and life (2 Pet. 1:5-11). We are warned and ex
horted by the inspired writers to take heed, to watch, 
to be sober and to pray always that we may not be 
carried away by the error of the wicked. This would 
all be unnecessary if there were no danger of our fall
ing: if our faith could not be overthrown and de
stroyed. Let us consider here the things that may 
happen to our faith: 

1. Our faith may fail (Luke 22:32). 
2. We may depart from the faith (1 Tim. 4:1}. 
3. We may deny the faith (1 Tim. 5 :8}. 
4. We may make shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 

1:19). 
5. We may err or miss the mark concerning the 

faith (1 Tim. 6:21). 
(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Wisdom of this World 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Self-. deception is bad, cruel, ugly, and vile 
- but, nonetheless, it is quite common. 
We see it everywhere and every place. 

Is it better to be wise or a fool? I suppose 
most people would choose being wise, and few 
if any would prefer being a fool. 

But, really, that is .a trick question, and must 
not be answered until we are told the arbiter of 
what it means to be a fool, and what it means to 
be wise. 

The wisdom of this world is often foolishness in God's view (1 
Cor. 1:20-21). Human philosophy can be vain and often retro
gresses. The intolerably arrogant may brand the eternal verities of 
divine revelation as worthless. God is wiser than man is - a good 
point that many seem to miss. 

Here are a few examples to illustrate this idea. 

Creation Versus Evolution 

God made the universe by divine edict in six 24-hour days (Gen. 
1:1-31). Fruit trees hanging ripe with fruit, the mighty redwoods, 
flowers, grain, sun, moon, stars, rivers and mountains- all made 
in 144 hours of earth-time (that is, the way we humans count 
time). Staggering, isn't it? From the tiny earthworm to the farthest 
reaches of the universe brought into existence and order by the 
command of God in six earth-days. This incredible feat of creation 
is cited by prophets and apostles to demonstrate the awesome 
power and infinite wisdom of the Eternal One (Exod. 20:11; 2 
Kings 19:15; Neh. 9:6; Pss. 102:25; 136:5-9; 146:5-6; Isa. 40:26; 
42:5; 44:24; 45;12; Jer. 10:11-12; 51:15; Zech. 12:1; Acts 
14:15; 17:24; Col. 1:15-16; Heb. 1:10; Rev. 4:11). "Ah Lord je
hovah! behold, thou hast made the heavens and the earth by thy 
great power and by thine outstretched arm; there is nothing too 
hard for thee" Uer. 32: 17). Creation is a demonstration of infinity. 
It is testimony to the power and knowledge of the Supreme Being 
who brought it into existence and upholds it by the power of his 
word. It is proof of the imbecility of rejecting God and disregard
ing his sacred scriptures. 

Many hubristic professors in the world's prestigious institu
tions of higher learning scoff at the thought of supernatural cre
ation and cast their vote in favor of the accidental emergence of all 
things. They are oblivious to the unanswerable argument that "out 
of nothing comes nothing." They cannot prove their assumptions 



about the beginning of life in the universe. They look up at the 
starry host of heaven and regard it as the aftermath of an acciden
tal explosion. They see the intricate complexities of the human 
body and pronounce that a coincidence (chance, luck, fluke, twist 
of fate, quirk, happenstance). They think their own genius level 
intelligence evolved out of moronic beginnings. The unsubstanti
ated dictum of modern "science" is that life spontaneously gener
ated from prehistoric muck as a single-cell. There is no proof for 
this at all. Eggheads in sightless faith - or undocumented prefer
ence accept it. It some circles this would be called prejudice. The 
proponents of organic evolution as an explanation of the origin of 
the species deceive themselves. "For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God. For it is written, He that taketh the wise in 
their craftiness: and again, The Lord knoweth the reasonings of the 
wise that they are vain" (1 Cor. 3:19-20). 

Not all wisdom of the world is empty, but some of it is. ~~Let 
no man deceive himself. If any man thinketh that he is wise among 
you in this world, let him become a fool, that he may become wise. 
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is writ
ten, He that taketh the wise in their craftiness: and again, The Lord 
knoweth the reasonings of the wise that they are vain,, (1 Cor. 
3:18-20). 

Redemption issues 

The focus of the Bible, especially the new covenant, is salvation. 
The New Testament does not stress the passing, temporary trifles 
of earth but presses as of special importance becoming clean by 
gospel power, being faithful unto death, and being received into 
the celestial city of God - the third heaven. The captain of our 
salvation tells us that we are born pure; Jehovah fathers the hu
man spirit (Heb. 12:9). Lawlessness ("and sin is lawlessness") 
separates from God, which results in becoming "lost in our tres
passes and sins" (Eph. 2: 1). Our lostness cries out for reconcilia
tion to God who made us and who is the source of all spiritual 
blessings. We come back to God through faith, repentance, confes
sion, baptism (Heb. 11:6; Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:9-10; Mark 16:16), 
and being faithful unto death (Rev. 2:10). The water of baptism, 
presupposed by faith, repentance and confession, causes the hu
man spirit to be born again Oohn 3:5). These "washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb., 

Many theologians anoint themselves as orthodox and insist 
that babies are born sinful, and appointed from all eternity to be 
either lost or safe. If deity destined by divine fiat a particular sinful 
child to be saved, nothing can prevent it; if appointed to damna
tion, nothing can change that fate. Jehovah will send into the life 
of the chosen one - the one predestined to eterna! salvation - a 
direct and irresistible influence of the Holy Spirit, bringing the 
gifts of knowledge, power, love, and faith. According to this teach
ing, there is nothing the child can do, or not do, to be saved, or 
lost - works having nothing to do with the salvation process, ac
cording to this view. These sages of religion sneer at anyone who 
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says otherwise. They brand the dissenter as a legalist 
and a fool. 

Music in worship 
The New Testament is explicit in telling us to sing 
the praises of the Great I Am. The child of God is to 
make vocal music in lauding the mighty name of. the 
Creator. We dare not go beyond this specific com
mand for to do so is to be without God (2 John 9). 
The Bible tells the follower of Jesus to sing and after 
that, there is silence. We are limited to the clear, ob
vious, overt, unambiguous vocal music that the Law 
of the Lord indisputably stipulates. To use some 
other kind of music (instrumental) would be like 
Nadab and Abihu offering incense with "strange 
fire,, or Moses losing title to the promised land by 
striking instead of speaking to the rock. The com
mand to make music by singing in glorifying the 
name of God is as inviolate as the command to the 
Jews to use an unblemished lamb of the first year in 
celebrating the Passover Feast. Not to do exactly 
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what God tells us to do, in exactly the way he tells us 
to do it, is to fail to sanctify his name. Honoring God 
requires precise, keen attention to details. In this last 
age even the bells on the horses should be engraved 
with the honorable slogan "Holy Unto Jehovah., 

The majority of modern worshippers who seek 
to exalt God are careless in this regard and innovate 
mechanical, instrumental music. They are oblivious 
to the fact that the church purchased by the blood of 
Jesus, in the beginning of the gospel, did not use ma
chinery in honoring their redeemer. The exclusive 
practice of the church under the direct judgment of 
the apostles, sitting on twelve thrones, was to "sing 
with the spirit and with the understanding., Still, the 
popular practice is to subscribe to the modern nov
elty of banging away on the drums accompanied by 
the blaring of brass instruments, or the loud honking 
of the organ's horns, and the people sitting in dumb
downed silence~ The masses appear to think this is 
acceptable because it is popular. To walk with the 
Lord in the light of his word is better than it is to be 
popular, but wrong. Yet, the majority thinks the 
"very small remnant" is ignorantly out of step, and, 
because of that, contemptible. 

Conclusion 
We could mention other items (judgmentalism, rela
tivism, diversity, and such like), but this is sufficient. 
You get the point. The judgment of the world is that 
straight-line conformity to Bible commands and 
principles is silly. Paul's inspired advice is: 

For the word of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved 
it is the power of God. 

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, And the discernment of the dis
cerning will I bring to nought. 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 

For seeing that in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom knew not God, it 
was God's good pleasure through the foolish
ness of the preaching to save them that be-
lieve. · 

Seeing that jews ask for signs, and Greeks 
seek after wisdom: 

but we preach Christ crucified," unto jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles foolish
ness; 

but unto them that are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. 



Because the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. 

For behold your calling, brethren, that not 
many wise after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble, are called: 

but God chose the foolish things of the 
world, that he might put to shame them that 
are wise; and God chose the weak things of 
the world, that he might put to shame the 
things that are strong; 

and the base things of the world, and the 
things that are despised, did God choose, yea 
and the things that are not, that he might 
bring to nought the things that are: 

that no flesh should glory before God. 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was 

''Take Heed Brethren'' 
(continued from page 1) 

·' 

6. Our faith may be overthrown (2 Tim. 2:18). 
7. We may continue in the faith or be moved 

away (Col. 1:23). 
We seem to think that these warnings only apply 

to the dangers of carnality: that we are to guard 
against moral missteps only. That is a mistake. It is 
true that the sins of the flesh will cause us to be lost 
(Gal. 6:19-24), and it is true also that they will 
harden us, and destroy our faith (Heb. 3:12-13). But 
there are other and perhaps more grave dangers that 
arise from other sources. Those who sin in a carnal 
way may repent ~nd be forgiven, but those who, 
moved by pride of intellect and by scorn and pre
sumption, set at naught God's laws are beyond re
demption. Not because God is implacable and will 
not forgive, but because they are impenitent and can
not return to the Lord. Our wrestling is not against 
"flesh and blood," says Paul, but against "spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in heavenly places" (Eph. 6:12). 
There are "deceivers," "false prophets," "seducing 
spirits," doctrines of demons," "the error of the 
wicked," "the deep things of Satan," "profane 
babblings" and "science, falsely so-called" to be pre
pared for and guarded against. Furthermore all false 
teachers use "smooth and fair speech," they keep 
their motives and their unbelief a secret. They are 
boastful, they claim superior faith, superior culture 
and very much superior learning; yet with all that 

made unto us wisdom from God, and righ
teousness and sanctification, and redemption: 

that, according as it is written, He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord (1 Cor. 
1:18-2:1). 

When the world laughs at you and ridicules you, 
hold your head high and remember these words: 
"Let no man deceive himself. If any man thinketh 
that he is wise among you in this world, let him be
come a fool, that he may become wise. For the wis
dom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is 
written, He that taketh the wise in their craftiness: 
and again, The Lord knoweth the reasonings of the 
wise that they are vain" (1 Cor. 3:18-20). 
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they feign a humility and such a superior amount of 
devotion and spiritual elevation that they cannot en
dure to engage in an investigation of religious doc
trines. No, that would be controversy, and contro
versy is crude and uncultured. Such always "promise 
liberty" (2 Pet. 2: 19). They boast of their freedom 
and "free thinking" - though they are bond servants · 
of Satan and they are not free nor are the thinkers. 
They, as a rule, are puppets in the hands of organized 
propaganda and what they are saying instead of be
ing new and modern is old and pagan: it was all 
preached by pagans before Christ came to save sin
ners. Instead of being original and individual with 
the false teacher it is stereotyped, patented and uni
versal with men of his ilk. They are all saying the 
same thing in the same tone the world over. They all 
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got it from the same source and many of them have 
never had the independence of intellect or the 
strength of character to test what they were told or 
to try to find the truth. They go on sneering and 
mocking at that which they do not know and cannot 
receive (1 Cor. 2:14; Rom. 8:7). They go on boasting 
of their intellect and learning and discoveries, and 
blaspheming that which is as high above as the heav
ens are above the earth (lsa. 55:8-9). They go on us
ing smooth and fair speech and making flattering and 
seductive promises. They tell you to throw off the 
shackles of creeds and customs and to give your rea
son an opportunity to function. They also promise 
freedom from restraint in social and moral relation
ships. They advocate "free love" and promiscuous 
sex relationships. And they manage to connect all 
this up with religion and philosophy. But few false 
teachers in our age advocate or advise men to give up 
religion. No, no, religion is an essential element in 
our psychological and social life. Do not give up reli
gion but change your creed and your practice to 
meet the latest demands of lasciviousness and the 
most fanciful requirements of theorists. That is the 
attitude of the majority. 

These are the dangers that have always beset 
Christians and they surround us in this age and are 
making assaults upon the faith of our young people 
with a vehemence that has never been known in the 
United States before. 

Watching Our Ramparts. 
On certain points of attack we need to fortify our
selves and be prepared: 

1. We must guard against sectarianism in our 
midst. We must not be factional or sectarian in spirit 
and we must not constitute ourselves a sect. As this 
has been so thoroughly stressed in other chapters of 
this review it does not need further emphasis here. 
Surely we can see from the attacks of Reedy and 
Etter how vulnerable a sect is; and if sects are all 
Christian, and to go from one to another is merely to 
change ·fellowships when another fellowship be
comes, for any reason, your choice, then "our Sect" 
can have little hope for the future. If it is all a matter 
of "preference," then people of this age are going to 
prefer things more modern than New Testament 
Christians can have. When we turn into a sect, how
ever, there will be no need to try to stay within the 
limits of New Testament teaching. 

2. Churches of the New Testament order are not 
organized - that is, they are not grouped together 
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into a corporate body. Therefore they own no 
schools, no publishing houses, papers or anything 
else. The tendency to think of schools as Church 
Schools and papers as brotherhood organs needs to 
be watched and deprecated. The churches do not 
control the schools and the schools must not control 
the churches. All Christians, both as groups and as 
individuals, may and should cooperate in every good 
work. But when any group begins exercising the 
power of control and raising the voice of authority 
things have already gone awry, and we would as well 
begin hauling down our colors and seeking recogni
tion at courts ecclesiastic. Schools operated by Chris
tians should teach Christian principles, especially as 
these apply to morals and to practical everyday liv
ing, and they should teach the Bible as the word of 
God. When doctrinal points arise they should be 
settled at once by just what the Bible says, and not by 
what some man thinks or by what some group or 
some editor has determined and decreed must or 
must not be believed and taught. If the Bible says 
nothing on the point then it should be dropped com
pletely and at once. This is also just the type of teach
ing that should be done from the pulpits and every
where else. When schools offer courses in "our doc
trines" they have become denominational schools. 
They are also theological schools. Students who go 
out from such schools will be denominational 
preachers and will work for the spread and the glory 
of their denomination. 

If we want to continue to be simple New Testa
ment Christians, we must make Christ the only ob
ject of our faith and his word the only law to govern 
our lives. We must forbear to judge one another and 
overcome the desire to "boss" one another. We must 
be Christians. 

3. "0 my people, they that lead thee cause thee 
to err." Many of the preachers today are young men, 
and the majority of the teachers in the Christian col
leges are also young men. Only one college president 
among Christians is above fifty. 

That is in keeping with the spirit of the age, and 
it is probably as it should be. But there is danger. 

These young men are all loyal to the Lord and 
sound in the faith, so far as this author has right or 
reason to believe. He does not judge anyone of them 
and certainly would not make a charge against any
one. But these young men have been reared and edu
cated under conditions that are very different from 
those that obtained fifty years ago. They have come 
up since the theological "restatement" went into ef-



feet. Some of these modern conditions are not whole
some, and although they are generally accepted and 
all but universally sanctioned, Christians cannot con
form to them. But how can we expect young men to 
teach very strongly against things that they have been 
accustomed to all of their lives, and which they have 
seen many professed Christians practicing? Already 
we see, not only among students of Christian colleges 
but everywhere, liberties and lascivious doings toler
ated and practiced among some who are professed 
Christians. Denominations have relaxed their laws 
and religious people everywhere have let down the 
bars on many social and moral questions. We may 
mention a few of these questions: dancing, drinking, 
smoking, and divorce. These may not all be of equal 
value of interest or of equal degree of turpitude but 
they are all associated with the blackest deeds in the 
catalogue of crimes. And they all represent things 
upon which public sentiment and religious convic
tions have radically changed in the last half century 
-and what is more, these things grow more preva
lent and sentiment grows more tolerant, if not more 
approving, all the time. How are any of us going to 
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change the sentiments of our own people on these 
questions? And how are we going to prohibit and 
prevent these evils among our own young people? 

But - and here is our greatest danger - if we 
give way on birth control, divorce and other moral 
issues how do we expect to hold our people loyal to 
the Lord on doctrinal questions? A man who can set 
at naught, ignore or alter God's word on one issue, 
cannot be expected to be a stickler for what God says 
on anything else. If we change our views on moral is
sues to meet the changing social conditions why may 
we not also change our views upon doctrinal matters 
- matters of faith - to meet the changing religious 
conditions? 

Do We Have Modernists Among 
Our Preachers and Teachers? 

Etter claims to know men who are in agreement with 
him but who are remaining with the saints with the 
hope and the expectation of changing the people of 
God - of making Modernists of all of us. If this is 
true these men are more dangerous, and also more 
culpable than Reedy and Etter. They can change 
God's children into Satan's servants! 

But is this true? This reviewer does not know any 
man whom he is willing to suspect, though he will 
confess to a feeling of anxiety. Some of our young 
men have taken the highest academic degrees and we 
rejoice in that fact. They must have these degrees in 
order to teach in the colleges, if the work done in the 
colleges is to be recognized. But this presents our 
problem again. Can these young Christian men re
ceive an infidel education and yet not be infidels? 
That is almost like telling them to be taught for ten 
or twelve years and yet charging them not to learn 
anything that they are taught. When they have been 
exposed to the sneering attacks upon their faith by 
brilliant and learned men for years will they not be 
influenced at all? If that were true then some well 
known aphorisms are wrong. Paul said, "Evil com
panionships corrupt good morals." Homer and 
Tennyson say, "I am a part of all I have met." If edu
cation expands the mind it does it by filling it with 
something - facts, ideas, thoughts, convictions, 
emotions, prejudices, etc. How can a man change 
without changing? 

Of course one does not have to change all of 
one's ideas in one's growth, but it is difficult some
times to know what is of faith and what is tradition. 
All of our men do not make that distinction, as we 
have seen. 
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Perhaps none of our Ph.D. boys have become 
Modernists, but it seems that some of them, as well 
as some who have no degrees at all, have been influ
enced by Modernism. They are, no doubt, uncon
scious of this fact but it is seen in their attitude more 
than by any plain declaration. They talk of progress 
and growth and new findings and late discoveries 
and what the most recent views are on this or that. 
This is all right in matters of science and inventions, 
but it sounds suspicious when the question is one of 
faith or if it has to do with the Bible and Bible teach
ing. This suspicion is increased when the speaker 
shows impatience if not contempt for older views 
and ideas. When you discuss apologetics and speak 
of such books as Fisher's "Grounds For Theistic and 
Christian Belief" and you see the young teacher dis
miss that book with a gesture and the remark, "that 
is an old book," you can't suppress the feeling of dis
appointment and fear. Of course it is an "old book," 
but so is the Bible and so is the question under study. 
Any book that discussed the inspiration of the Bible 
ar,d the authenticity of Christianity in a worthy man
ner is still an important book. But this is just one il
lustration of the attitude referred to above. 

The average church member today shows that he 
has been influenced by Modernism when he is indif
ferent to the preaching of the gospel and is not con
cerned about the cause of the Lord in these degener
ate times. Modernistic denominations unite with 
each other and put on sensational programs in order 
to get a night crowd. They close their churches in 
summer and take vacation. Should we do that? If all 
our people were like the majority we would have to 
do it. Brethren, we can never evangelize the world or 
stay the tide of Modernism and of sin with that atti
tude characterizing the majority of the church mem
bers. What is more to the point, we can't be saved 
ourselves with that attitude. The preaching of the 
gospel is the one mission of the Church and if we are 
not interested in that we would as well give up all 
pretense and line. up with Modernists and Atheists 
and Communists and kill all the preachers and turn 
the church houses into clubs or cow barns, as they 
did in Russia. 

The fight is on, brethren, are you going to be 
good soldiers or are you going to be cowards and 
traitors? "But as for me and my house, we will serve 
Jehovah." 
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Assertions 
By Lindell Mitchell 

Aertions are quite remarkable. They are not 
animate sentient entities. But once made 
they take on a life of their own. Assertions 

offered with no substantiation are afforded great 
weight when the person making them is popular. 
Webster's 11th Collegiate Dictionary says, "to assert 
implies stating confidently without the need for 
proof or regard for evidence." Many religionists in 
our postmodern pulpits equate empty assertions 
with truth. Sadly, many grandiose assertions are un
true. Yet, because they come from a popular preacher 
they are accepted without investigation. Unsubstanti
ated assertions are highly favored by charlatans, 
character assassins, and false teachers from all across 
the theological spectrum. None are to be trusted or 
followed. 

I often emphasize assertions do not establish 
Bible doctrine. It does not matter who is pushing it, 
unsubstantiated assertion lacks authority. This can
not be said too often or stressed too emphatically. 
The need to continually stress this basic truth is em
barrassing, especially when those ignoring it occupy 
prominent positions in God's church. 

Bobby Ross Jr. of The Christian Chronicle re
cently submitted an article entitled "Nation's largest 
Church of Christ adding instrumental service." The 
unauthorized addition of musical machines to the 
services of any church of Christ is especially sad. We 
grieve whenever Christians choose to disregard 
God's Word. The Christian Chronicle choosing not 
to oppose a high-handed act of rebellion in the same 
issue where it was reported is a bitter disappoint
ment. 

Two elders at the Richland Hills church of Christ 
reported " ... the congregation's overall response ... 
extremely positive. . .. People are truly supporting 
the leadership and the eldership. "1 Popular support 
for a decision does not validate the decision. Most 
people are wrong about most things most of the time 
(Matt. 7:13-14). 

The Richland Hills elders offered no exegesis of 
scripture - no appeal to biblical authority at all. 
They only cited support from the congregation. With 
respect for each member of the congregation, enthu-

siastic acceptance of an unauthorized addition to the 
worship of the Lord does not justify the addition. If 
every member of the church of Christ in the world 
applauded the move, it would still lack divine autho
rization. Being part of the largest church of Christ in 
the nation does not confer authority to modify the 
word of God on the members either individually or 
collectively. 2 

In the presence of our Creator, judgment will not 
be based on what the largest church of Christ in the 
nation said or did. We will be judged by the word of 
the Lord Oohn 12:48). 

As the Chronicle article progresses it is easy to 
see how the Richland Hills members could come to 
accept an unauthorized addition to Christian wor
ship. Not only do two of the congregation's elders 
offer no biblical justification for modifying the wor
ship, neither does the "Senior Minister" Rick 
Atchley. He claims to stand on biblical ground but 
offers no biblical exegesis to justify his assertion. 

Brother Atchley reportedly said, "We didn't 
make this decision on a Tuesday and announce it on 
a Sunday, much study, prayer, and fasting by the el
ders" allegedly undergirded the decision. "This has 
been part of about a three-year journey that the lead
ership has been on." I must respectfully say it has 
been a journey in the wrong direction because they 
arrived at approval for an unauthorized addition to 
Christian worship. Pursuing the path they were on 
could only take them farther and farther from the 
Lord no matter how long they followed it. 

I am sure brother Atchley is intelligent, pleasant, 
well-mannered, and refined. He would not be the 
"Senior Minister" at Richland Hills if this were not 
true. I am equally confident we could enjoy pleasant 
association on a social level. My intense objection to 
his leading unauthorized introduction of mechanical 
musical machines into worship where he preaches is 
not personal. I have no animosity or malice toward 
him. I will hurl no invectives his way. But I oppose 
his actions. 

My brother said, "I do not want to give the rest 
of the fellowship the idea that I am trying to pro
mote instrumental praise anywhere else. What we 
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are doing is a missional decision for our congrega
tion, and while we are not trying to hide our deci
sion, neither do we wish to flaunt it." This is confus
ing. If he is not flaunting the decision, why consent 
to the interview with The Christian Chronicle. The 
Chronicle claims the largest circulation of any publi
cation among churches of Christ. Where would you 
go to flaunt a controversial decision, if not to the 
Chronicle? With the Chronicle's policy of merely re
porting news, where could you expect to encounter 
less resistance? Why have brother Rick's photograph 
appear in an article entitled "Nation's largest Church 
of Christ adding instrumental service" if you are not 
flaunting the action? 

If I were trying to bring about a transition to un
authorized items in worship like musical machines, 
absorbing as little resistance as possible, I would do 
exactly as Rick Atchley did. flis disclaimers appear 
disingenuous. 

Readers are assured the leaders at Richland Hills 
came to this decision only after three years of Bible 
study, prayer, and fasting. All thJ;ee are great spiritual 
disciplines, but none individually or all collectively 
changes a word of scripture. If the brethren at 
Richland Hills studied, prayed, and fasted a thou
sand years, the Bible would still authorize only un
derstandable vocal musical worship. We are assured 
Bible study undergirded the. decision to add me
chanical musical machines, but the results of that 
study are not in evidence in the Chronicle article. 

Not until the end or the article do we get a 
sophomoric assertion the early church's debate over 
circumcision parallels the unauthorized addition of 
mechanical instruments to Christian worship. 
Frankly, this is absurd! Brother Atchley attempted to 
co-opt James' inspired judgment we must not make 
it difficult for Gentiles turning to God by asserting it 
parallels adding mechanical musical machines to the 
worship. Surely the man occupying the pulpit of the 
largest church of Christ in the nation knows better. 
Nothing could be more blatantly flawed. 

In Acts 15 brethren gathered to discuss circum
cising Gentile converts. Many Jewish Christians in
sisted Gentiles had to be circumcised and come to 
Christ through the Law of Moses. They were wrong. 
All the inspired men in solemn assembly unani
mously announced God's judgment. The new cov
enant was operative and no part of the old covenant 
could be bound on Gentiles or anyone else. This 
does not parallel introducing unauthorized elements 
into new covenant worship to appease rebellious 
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people insistent on having their own way. In Acts 15 
misguided brethren insisted on transposing the old 
covenant onto the new covenant when the old cov
enant was no longer operative. At Richland Hills 
Rick Atchley asserts the right to introduce musical 
machines into New-covenant worship which he has 
no authority to do. 

The Lord authorized vocal praise in the as
sembled church which teaches and admonishes 
Christians (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). He does not au
thorize the use of mechanical musical machines in 
Christian worship. Scripture will judge us Oohn 
12:48), not human assertions. 

Brother Atchley also said, "Richland Hills must 
put the Kingdom of God and Christ's mission above 
concerns that the change might hurt the congre
gation's ·standing or influence among Churches of 
Christ." It is certainly true the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness must come first (Matt. 6:33), but 
adding unauthorized elements to the worship does 
not accomplish that objective. It does just the oppo
site. How does it advance the cause of Christ to go 
beyond what he authorizes? Clearly, it pleases the 
large suburban congregation at Richland Hills but 
what evidence remotely suggests it pleases the Lord? 
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The mind of God is revealed in scripture. Scrip
ture authorizes only vocal praise that teaches and ad
monishes in Christian worship (Matt. 26:30; Acts 
16:25; Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16; Heb. 2:12; James 5:13). That truth will face 
each of us in judgment. 

Brother Atchley assures us, "I greatly appreciate 
a cap pella praise . . . But I firmly believe that if 
Richland Hills is to be most faithful to God's Word 
and Christ's mission, we must become a both/and 
church with regard to instrumental and a cappella 
praise." This naked assertion of what the "Senior 
Minister" of the nation's largest church of Christ 
"firmly" believes authorizes nothing, proves noth
ing, and justifies nothing. It is nothing more than a 
vacuous unsubstantiated declaration. He has no au
thority to modify God's word. Fidelity to God's 
word and Christ's mission is not accomplished by in
jecting unauthorized musical machines into Christian 
worship. That noble goal is reached abiding in the 
words of God. 

We honor the mission of Christ heeding what he 
says. Jesus said, "If you love me, keep my command
ments" Uohn 14; 15). John wrote, "By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and observe His commandments. For this is the love 
of God that we keep His commandments; and His 
commandments are not burdensome" (1 John 5:2-
3 ). Brother Atchley is leading Richland Hills into the 
perilous territory Isaiah warned God's people about: 
"Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 
who substitute darkness for light and light for dark
ness; who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 
and clever in their own sight!" (Isa. 5:20-21). 

The Chronicle article ends with this quote from 
brother Atchley, "We've already lost too many over a 
question that's way too unimportant." Again, this is 
an unsubstantiated bald assertion. My brother has no 
more authority to inject mechanical musical ma
chines into Christian worship than he has to autho
rize smoking marijuana around the Lord's Table. If 
we are "losing" people insisting on adherence to 
God's Word, why not abandon the Bible? Why not 
include the vulgar practices of the ancient pagan reli
gions? It would offend some, but would pack the 
house. If big crowds justify the means, that is the way 
to go. But we know Jesus never modified his message 
to curry favor with anyone ijohn 6:66-69). Follow
ers of Jesus· will not compromise his message in this 
postmodem _age. 

Christians must understand God dwells eternally 
in the present immediately aware of all contingen
cies, possibilities, and outcomes. When El Shaddai 
makes a sovereign choice from among every contin
gency, possibility, and outcome it is important. It is 
essential that we respect his choice, whether we un
derstand it or not, for the words he has spoken shall 
judge each of us in the last day. Jesus warned, "This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is 
far away from me. But in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men" (Matt. 
15:8-9). "Have I therefore become your enemy by 
telling you the truth?" (Gal. 4:16). 

ENDNOTES 

Respectfully, 
Lindell Mitchell 

1107 W. Church St. 
Livingston, TX 77351 

1 The spin of the Chronicle implies this transition to the unauthorized 
introduction of musical machines in Christian worship met virtually no 
opposition. However, widespread reports indicate otherwise. 
2 Richland Hills is alleged to be the largest church of Christ in the na
tion. This is unsubstantiated. Funher, being the largest has never been 
an indication of being right. God is right. Men are o&en wrong, even 
popular men. Fp 
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Psallo, Sing and Play? 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

O ne of. the d. efenses of some preachers who 
are now advocating the use of instrumen
tal music in worship is based on the Greek 

word, psallo. This is true of the preacher of the 
Richland Hills congregation in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Psallo is translated almost without exception 
"sing" (Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; James 5:13) and 
"make melody (Eph. 5:19)." in most of the various 
versions of the Bible. If the instrument is inherent in 
psallo, hundreds of Bible translators have misled 
readers by being unfaithful to the Greek by not 
translating it, "sing with a musical instrument." 

Psallo, translated "making melody" (Eph. 5: 19), 
and "sing" Oames 5:13) is commanded by Paul and 
James. ·If it means to sing accompanied by musical 
instrumentals, then to sing without them would be a 
violation of a command, thus a cappella music would 
be unacceptable. If a person becomes happy a ames 
5:13), regardless of where he is, he would need to 
find an instrument and play it while he sings. 

Septuagint 

The Hebrew Old Testament that was translated into 
Greek by Jewish scholars around 180 B.C. is called 
the Septuagint (LXX). The argument is made that 
psallo is a translation from the Hebrew word zamar 
which means, "sing with instrumental accompani
ment," thus the Christians who had the Septuagint 
would have understood this to be the meaning of 
psallo when they read the Greek New Testament. 
The opposite of this probably would be true, for the 
Gentile world where Paul's letters went would have 
understood psallo according to its meaning in Koine 
Greek, which was spoken and understood by the 
populace of that day. 

loine Greek 

Although similar in many ways, the Greek in the 
Septuagint, which is somewhat like classical Greek, is 
not the Greek of the New Testament, for the New 
Testament was written in Koine Greek, the language 
of the common people. This is explained in the in
troduction of the Danker Lexicon (2000) concerning 
New Testament and early Christian literature. 
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"They were written by men who spoke the com
mon language of communication in their day more 
or less colloquially. Hence, in order to understand 
their words we must make ourselves familiar with 
that stage in the development of the Greek language 
which we call the Koine" (preface, xiv, xv). 

"More important the appearance of newly 
formed words is the fact that our literature [Koine 
writings], sometimes following the LXX [Septuag
int], sometimes apart from it, uses many words of 
the older [classical] or even of the common Greek in 
new meanings" (preface xxii). 

"In the Greek world to which the early Christian 
writers belong there were not only gentile literary 
men, but Jewish authors as well; this fact militates 
against the unity of later Greek literature at a point 
that is important for its understanding" (preface, 
xxiii). 

Four things are apparent from the above quota
tions concerning the meanings of the Greek words in 
the New Testament: (1) The Septuagint cannot be 
used as the final authority to define New Testament 
words. (2) A word that was understood in the period 
before or after the Koine period might not have the 
same meaning as that of the Koine period. (3) The 
meaning of Greek words of an earlier or later period 
cannot be used to define New Testament words. (4) 
Only the Koine writings of that period, of which 
there are many, must·be used to define New Testa
ment words for they may include the same words as 
older classical Attic writings but have new meanings. 

New 
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Thayer's Lexicon 

Some have appealed to the synonyms in Joseph 
Henry Thayer's Lexicon to prove instrumental ac
companiment is inherent in psallo (p. 637). This is to 
overlook the explanation in Thayer's lexicon con
cerning synonyms. ''Again, the frequent reference, in 
the discussion of synonymous terms, to the distinc
tions holding in classic usage . . . must not be re
garded as designed to modify the definition given in 
the several articles. On the contrary, the exposition 
of classic usage is often intended merely to -;erve as a 
standard of comparison by which the direction and 
degree of the word's change in meaning can be mea-
sured" (preface vii). · 

The meaning of psallo according to Thayer's 
lexicon must be found, not in the synonyms, but in 
the New Testament definition, which is: "In the N.T. 
to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in 
song, ]as. v. 13 [R.V. sing praise] ... in honor to God, 
Eph. v. [here A.V. make melody]; Rom. xv. 9; .. .'I 
will sing God's praises indeed with whole soul 
stirred and borne away by the Holy Spirit, but I will 
also follow reason as my guide so that what I sing 
may be understood alike by myself and by the listen
ers', 1 Cor. xiv.15" (p. 675). 

If instrumental music is included in the New Tes
tament meaning of psallo, then Thayer's lexicon is 
misleading by not including instruments in both the 
meaning and the suggested translation of the various 
New Testament texts. 

Bauer's Lexicon 
In 1928 Walter Bauer's lexicon, first edition, written 
in the German language, appeared and gained wide 
acclaim in the scholarly world. When in 1957 Arndt 
and Gringrich's first translated the 1952 fourth edi
tion of the Bauer lexicon, they inserted "with ... in
strumental accompaniment" in the definition of 
psallo, even though this phrase was not in Bauer's 
lexicon. When scholars challenged the insertion of the 
phrase, Danker and Arndt (Gingrich had died.) re
moved it from the 1979 lexicon, second edition, but 
Danker (Arndt not involved) reinserted it in the 2000 
lexicon (p. 1 096). 

Three things are interesting concerning this in
sertion: (1) The title page of the Danker 2000 third 
edition states that it is based on the Walter Bauer, 
sixth edition and the earlier Danker/Arndt lexicon. 
(2) Neither the sixth edition of the Bauer lexicon nor 
the Danker/Arndt 1979 lexicon inserted the phrase, 
"with or without instrumental accompaniment," that 

is found in the Danker 2000 lexicon, thus the phrase 
is not based on the scholarship of the Bauer or 
Danker/Arndt. (3) How can a word that includes the 
meaning, "instrumental accompaniment" also mean 
without it? 

Even though Danker 2000 included "with ... in
strumental accompaniment," the rest of the defini
tion retained what was in Danker/Arndt, which was, 
"Thus the focus on singing continued until ps fpsallo] 
in Mod. Gk. means 'sing' exclusively." (p. 1096). The 
suggested translation of psallo in the various verses is 
then given, " ... it is likely that some such sense as 
make melody is best understood in this Eph. Pass. 
Those who favor play ... may be relying too much on 
the earliest mng. [meaning] of psallo . . . and in con
trast to sing praise in spiritual ecstasy and in full pos
session of one's facilities 1 Cor. 14:15. Abs. sing 
praise Js. 5:13." (p. 1096). 

The insertion of the phrase "with ... instrumen
tal accompaniment" in Danker 2000 contradicts the 
information that follows in the definition that was 
retained from the earlier second edition of Danker/ 
Arndt and also information in the six editions of 
Bauer. The phrase is added without documentation 
of such usage in literature of that period where 
psallo means "with instrumental accompaniment." 

.. • . , .. 
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Sophocles 
The research and conclusion of Sophocles that covers 
the Koine period is important in understanding psallo. 
"The Greek Lexicon of Sophocles covers all the 
Roman period and the Byzantine period from 146 
B.C. to A.D. 110. Sophocles, a native Greek and pro
fessor of the Greek language at Harvard University 
for thirty-eight years, examined 146 secular and 77 
ecclesiastical authors of the Roman period, and 109 
secular and 262 ecclesiastical, modern Greek and 
scholastic authors of the Byzantine period, making a 
total of 594 authors as the basis of his monumental 
work. He declares that throughout this period, there 
is not one single example of psallo involving or imply
ing the use of an instrument; the term always meant 
through this period, 'to chant, sing religious hymns., 
[E.A. Sophocles, Greek Lexicon of the Roman and 
Byzantine Periods (from B.C. ·146-A.D. 1100), (Bos
ton: Little, Brown, and Company, 1870, p. 1178)]. 

Quoted from: James Elvin Jackson, Singing in 
Early Christian Worship From the New Testament pe
riod to 180 A.D., Master's Thesis, Harding Univer
sity School of Bible and Religion (Memphis, Tenn., 
1961), p. 9. 
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Conclusion 
Those who base their case for singing with instru
ments in worship on psallo are building on shaky 
ground. The writings of the early church leaders ex
press opposition to instrumental music in worship. 
If psallo meant sing and play, the Koine speaking 
Christians would have understood this to be its mean
ing and would have contended with any person 
who opposed singing with musical instruments. No 
such argument for instrumental music, like those 
made by some present day pundits, is found that 
psallo means to sing with an instrument. "A cappella" 
(meaning "in the chapel") singing in the Latin speak
ing churches for the first six centuries or longer and 
almost exclusively in the Greek-speaking churches un
til modern times is testimony to psallo meaning sing. 
Instruments cannot be entered into Christian worship 
based on jesus' commandments (Matt. 28:18-20), 
which commandments can only be found recorded in 
the New Testament (1 Cor. 14:37). 
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The Straw That Is Breaking the 11Camel's Back" 
By Raymond Elliott 

I sat in front of my computer and listened to 
the three sermons by Rick Atchley, preacher 
for the Richland Hills church, in which he 

was justifying the use of instrumental music in wor
ship and the serving of the Lord's Supper on Satur
day afternoon, my soul, became sick and my heart 
was breaking. It is not my purpose in this article to 
deal with all of his reasoning (?) but simply to call to 
your attention that the same "wedge" that finally di
vided the church of our Lord in the 19'h century is 
being used again to do the same damage to the body 
of Jesus Christ. I remember an aged gospel preacher 
saying many years ago that he would rather be the 
soldier who pierced the side of our Lord while he 
was on the cross than to divide the body (church) of 
Jesus Christ. The decision by the elders of this con
gregation will have a tremendous influence in our 
brotherhood. Already many elders and brethren 
from various churches throughout our country have 
expressed their approval of this major decision to 
use the instrument in a worship assembly. The 
apostle Paul, in dealing with a problem in the church 
in Corinth, wrote, "Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump'' (1 Cor. 5:6)? Very 
few of the congregations in the 19th century were us
ing the instrument in their worship assemblies in the 
beginning; however, in a few years hundreds of con
gregations of the Lord had begun to use the instru
ment in their assemblies. There were other major 
factors involved in this schism in the brotherhood 
like 'open membership,' the missionary society, etc., 
but the innovation that affected the worship of the 
church and was the main contributing force leading 
to the division in the church was the use of the in
strument in the worship. Brethren have often dis
agreed over the meaning of some of the passages in 
the Bible and have continued to fellowship one an
other but when it comes to the public worship as
sembly, these same brethren will not permit an un
scriptural practice such as the instrument to be used 
because it is not authorized in the Holy Scriptures 
and it is divisive in nature. In Proverbs 6:16-19, we 
learn that of the seven things that God hates is ''one 
who sows' discord among brethren.,, The elders, 

preachers, and educators who are promoting the use 
of the instrument in the worship assemblies should 
realize the seriousness of their decision and know 
that they will have to answer to God for their actions 
in contributing to the division that is now taking 
place in the church of Jesus Christ. These same 
brethren are causing scores of our young pe6ple, es
pecially college age men and women, to accept this 
innovation as being approved by God. Would not the 
words of our Lord in principle apply to this situation 
when he said, "But whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for 
him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he 
were drowned in the depths of sea" (Matt. 18:6). In 
Romans 14 where Paul is dealing with relations be
tween brethren concerning things that were not 
wrong within themselves he made these statements 
that should be studied and followed by members of 
the church today regarding this sinful practice of in
strumental music in the worship assemblies: "There
fore, let us pursue the things which make for peace 
and the things by which one may edify another., "It is 
good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do any
thing by which your brother stumbles or is offended 
or is made weak'' (vv. 19, 21, NKJV). There will be 
more congregations now to introduce the instrument 
in their various assemblies than in recent times. For 
example the Highland Church in Abilene, Texas con
ducted their "annual lament service" recently on a 
Sunday evening and this is what one of their preach
ers wrote about it on his blog: " ... a time to grieve 
and to remember those we've lost. While it was not a 
big crowd, it was a powerful experience. After hearing 
scripture and praying, we listened to an ACU fresh
man play the dulcimer. As he moved into "When 
Peace Like a River", you could hear people weeping. 
Then as we went forward to light candles to remem
ber those we love, a time of prayer and ministry -
unplanned! - broke out" (Emphasis, mine, RE). 

It is worthy to note that many of the brethren 
who are praising the Richland Hills elders for their 
decbion to use the instrument in the Saturday wor
ship assembly are not commenting on the serving of 
the Lord's Supper during the same time. It was sad 
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indeed to hear our brother using Acts 2:46 to 
"prove" that the early disciples partook of the sup
per daily and that the apostle Paul ate the Lord's 
Supper on Monday morning as per Acts 20:11. I do 
not wish to sound harsh and uncouth (because that is 
not my nature) but it would be most helpful if all 
these congregations would advertise to the rest of 
the brotherhood their decisions to include the instru
ment in their assemblies and other innovations so 
that we could avoid them when traveling or when a 
Christian is desirous to place membership with a 
congregation. The admonition given by the apostle 
Paul in Romans 16:17 is most appropriate in this 
critical situation now facing the Lord's church: 
"Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause di
visions and offenses, contrary to doctrine which you 
learned, and avoid them.,, The sign out front of a 

church building may read "Church of Christ" but 
when the cooperative worship begins an instrument 
may be heard·along with the singing and/or a sister 
may get up to lead the singing. As it was in the 19m 
century, it is not the brethren who believe only in 
acappela music in our worship assemblies that are 
causing the division; rather, it is diose brethren who 
cannot find the authority in the New Testament for 
the use of the instrument in our assemblies that are 
contributing to the present day apostasy in the 
church. My heart weeps whenever I read Psalms 
133:1, "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity!" and to know 
that this is not how it is in the body of Jesus Christ 
today. 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067-1702 
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The Inconsistencies of Wickedness 
By Mac Ballard 

T o say that sin is rampant in our society, 
would be equivalent to saying the ocean 
has a little water in it. Sin has seemingly 

consumed a very large segment of our world and 
there does not seem to be a change of course in sight. 
With great promises of freedom and life lived with 
no inhibitions, no chains or restraints, and no conse
quences for our actions, Satan has amassed a great 
following. Undiscerning, unsuspecting millions are 
joining forces with the great deceiver not realizing 
they are riding to their doom. 

Sin is indeed a sickness - a disease - that de
stroys with no discretion and that is unmerciful in its 
destruction. It takes all the good things from society 
and leaves it with nothing. Yet those aligned with evil 
are arrogant in their ways and of one accord in their 
agenda - rid the world of God. Why? With God 
around, there is always the possibility of right and 
wrong. There could also be guilt. Neither of these 
are acceptable to the lifestyle of the wicked. Without 
God, life can be lived unbounded and uninhibited. 

Christianity and Christians are often pointed to 
as inconsistent. How can we follow a God who al
lows evil. He even allows his own people to be suf
ferers of bad things. There are too many questions 
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Christians cannot answer about God and what he 
does or does not do. Yet they fail to see the very glar
ing inconsistencies in their way of life. 

Evil says God holds back the world and 
squelches creativity. Children progress so much 
faster without the restraints religion puts upon them. 
Christianity interferes with their right to do what 
they desire. "Unconstitutional" is the cry often heard 
against the actions of God's people. Yet, how many 
of the same ones will cry unto God when some ter
rible calamity befalls them? " Pray for help" is the cry 
then. Pray to whom or to what? Should we be able to 
rid the world of God in good times and quickly 
"conjure him up" as needed? If someone is going to 
deny that the good in life are blessings from God and 
even deny his existence, he should have the gump
tion to believe he does not exist when he needs help. 

Invariably, when those clamoring for such an un
bridled society are adversely affected by a member of 
that society, they will blame the very thing they have 
sought so hard to create. If they sustain a loss of 
some kind, no doubt it is the failure of society to 
properly maintain itself. In the 1980s, we were told 
to take the rules off our children. Let them grow up; 
don't spy on them or bombard them with questions 



about their actions. Invasion of their privacy was 
strictly a no-no; never search their rooms or inquire 
as to their whereabouts. Yet when the fruits of that 
"teaching" began to emerge, there was all of a sud
den a great need for parents to be parents. Don't be 
their friend; ask questions; find out who their friends 
are and what they are doing. It was as if an intellec
tual light just clicked on in the minds of these more 
enlightened ones and they now have the key to solv
ing these terrible problems. Not one time has any
body said, "We were wrong. You Christians had it 
right all along., Why? Because evil can never admit 
to being wrong. Still, we are being told to lessen the 
discipline upon our children. Let one of them stray 
and commit some atrocity against society and see 
who receives most of the blame. You guessed it -
the parents. Evil says we know better how to rear 
your children than you do. Yet evil will not bear its 
own consequences. 

Empty promises are all Satan has to offer. He 
tried them with Jesus who quickly saw through them 
and him (Matt. 4). Yet that "roaring lion" (1 Pet. 
5 :8), is devouring many clueless souls every day. 
Promises of unencumbered living and all the joy you 
want with no bad times appeal to the masses. How
ever, many physical and emotional illnesses are 
springing forth as a direct result of evil. While un
righteousness promises freedom, in reality it enslaves 
(Rom. 6: 16). One does not have to go to the Bible to 
see the truthfulness of this. How many homes does 
alcohol destroy? How many have AIDS because of 
sharing drug needles? How many marriages are 
ripped apart because husband or wife decided to 
practice adultery? How many have gone to financial 
ruin because greed caused them to push too far? 
How many children were cast aside today because 
they were in the way? Now, can anyone say we are 
not reaping exactly what we have been sowing? (Gal. 
6:7-8). 

Sin tears a path through society much like a tor
nado rips across the land. Left in its path are death 
and devastation. Wickedness drains society of all of 
its precious resources and replaces them with noth
ing. It bankrupts people financially, morally, emo
tionally and spiritually. Still true is the Proverb, 
"Righteousness exalteth a nation but sin is a re
proach to any people" (14:34). When society is 
made to bear the burden of evil even from a small 
segment, it distresses that society. 

This may seem like an ugly picture to you, and 
you may be tempted to call it negative thinking. We 

need, however, to view sin as God views sin. While 
we laugh at it on television, tolerate it in the movies, 
ignore it in the neighborhood and allow it into our 
homes, God does none of these things. To him, "All 
unrighteousness is sin" (1 John 5: 17). We are the 
frontline of defense in God's army (Eph. 6:10-20). 
We must come to have the same hatred of sin God 
possesses so we can fight it effectively. There is hope 
amid all this wickedness. That hope rests in Jesus 
Christ. The only way the wicked can see that hope is 
through us. We cannot expect them to arbitrarily 
pick up God's word, read it and follow it. Nor can 
we expect the government to do our job for us. We 
must do it now. 

By following God's word and letting him be seen 
in our lives, we will teach others. In this way, some 
will be led to a study of the Bible and will come to 
Christ for salvation. We will not reach everyone but 
we will reach no one if we do not try! "And that, 
knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is 
at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of dark
ness, and let us put on the armour of light" (Rom. 
13: 11-12). '~wake thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light" (Eph. 
5:14). 
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Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be savedl 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Forsa/vation-1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

o God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful- Rev 2:10 
0 A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

James 5:16 
0 Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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(We published some information about Jerry Frazier several months ago. He is a child of God, detained in an 
Oklahoma penitentiary (not pleasant for him). He hopes to be released this year and in~ends to spend the rest of 
his life preaching the riches of jesus to an impoverished world. He was seriously addicted to a controlled sub
stance prior to his confinement, and knows whereof he speaks. Each of us should seriously consider his admoni
tion.) 

Self-Control: Overcoming Addidion 
By Jerry Frazier #215307 

·The pathway of life is filled with many ob
stacles. How we respond to the various cir
cumstances we find ourselves faced with re

veals much about who we are and the things we 
value most. 

The goal of the Christian is to lead a productive 
life in the service of the Lord. The instructions on 
how to accomplish this are provided for us in the 
word of God, "Every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction which is in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be complete, furnished com
pletely unto every good work "(2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
However, a project does not come to completion by 
simply reading and memorizing the instructions. It is 
also necessary to employ the· use of the proper tools 
and to follow the instructions. 

A Christian is a work-in-progress. His/her task is 
to be conformed to the image of Christ, "For whom 
he foreknew, he also foreordained to be conformed 
to the image of his Son ... " (Rom. 8 :29). Peter pro
vides a list of some of the tools necessary for this 
process of conformation, "Yea, and for this very 
cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith 
supply virtue; and in your virtue knowledge; and in 
your knowledge self-control; and in your self-control 
patience; and in your patience godliness; and in your 
godliness brotherly kindness; and in your brotherly 
kindness love" (2 Pet. 1 :6-7). 

Any one of the virtues listed in the above pas
sages would serve as a good topic for study. How
ever, for the purpose of this article, we will be focus
ing on self-control. 

According to Peter, self-control is something that 
is within our ability to cultivate in our lives. The 
exact opposite of self-control is to be out-of-control. 
To control someone or something is: 1. to exercise 
restrain or direction over. 2. to hold in check. 
(Webster's). 
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We individuals like to think of ourselves as being 
strong enough to handle whatever situation we may 
find ourselves in. There are times however, when we 
lend power to things which we allow to control our 
actions and emotions. Habitually relinquishing power 
over us to something else often leads to addiction. 

Addiction is commonly associated with drugs, al
cohol, sex, gambling, etc.. In reality, though, any
thing we engage in obsessively or compulsively can be 
labeled as an addiction. Such things as sports, T.V., 
music, work, shopping, food or even excessive coffee 
drinking can be as destructive, physically as well as 
spiritually, as any one of the items in the first list. 
Take coffee for instance, although it may not seem to 
harbor any ill affects, one of its main components is 
caffeine. Caffeine is a stimulant which speeds up the 
metabolism. Excessive amount of this substance 
causes our bodies to work longer and faster, thereby 
accelerating the body's natural degeneration through 
increased wear and tear. Furthermore increased irri
tability often results from lack of, or overindulgence 
of, this substance. This irritability often winds up di
rected at others. 

The actions of any individual begin first with a 
motive. Hardly anyone will engage in something per
ceived as unbeneficial. Therefore, the common un
derlying motive and determining factor, for the 
things we involve ourselves in is the payoff we re
ceive. The more an individual receives a positive and . 
enjoyable payoff for his/her actions the longer one 
tends to indulge in them. This is because the out
come enforces the behavior. The danger in this is 
that it is always possible to abuse things not viewed 
as harmful, and they become a bad thing. 

Increased tolerance and/or desensitivity are often 
the direct result of overindulgence, leading one 
down a slippery slope of lapsed morality and unethi
cal behavior. The apostle Paul asks a question which 
would be pertinent at this point. "What fruit then 



had ye at that time in the things whereof ye are now 
ashamed?" (Rom. 6:21). The longer one feeds an ad
diction the stronger its hold ultimately becomes, until 
satisfaction of the craving becomes the number on 
priority in one's life. 

Overcoming addiction is not an impossible task, 
but it does require some effort. Something we have 
allowed to gain such a foot-hold in our lives won't 
normally just go away on its own. 

"Know ye not, that to whom ye present your
selves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are · 
whom ye obey ... " (Rom. 6:16). 

Listed below are some steps to consider for re
gaining control lost to addiction. 

1.) Admit our weakness. Regarding our physical 
body Paul wrote, " ... it is sown in weakness" (1 Cor. 
15:43 ). Self-gratification is catering to the flesh. 
Through fulfilling, "the desires of the flesh" (Eph. 
2:3 ), one is continually re-enforcing addictive behav
ior. 

2.) Re-examine priorities. Do you consider pleas
ing God more important than satisfaction of fleshly 
appetites? Please note, "and they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God" (Rom. 8:8). 

3.) Seek forgiveness. Anything which detracts 
from God having first place in our lives is idolatry 
and God has said, "Thou shalt have no other gods be
fore me" (Exod. 20:3 ), and, "Or know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with men, nor thieves, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
shall inherit the Kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 
Remember, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful_and 
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). 

4.) Practice abstinence. Many times it requires 
more than restraint to overcome a problem area. Re
straint implies being continually confronted with the 
source of addiction and pulling back from it, while 
abstinence is the putting away or avoidance of the 
source altogether. "Beloved, I beseech you as sojourn
ers and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul" (1 Pet. 2: 11). Many addicts find 
quitting something cold-turkey to be a laborious task. 
It might be helpful to replace the object of the addic
tion with something more conductive to godly behav
ior (Rom. 13:14). 

5.) Exercise control. The physical body grows 
stronger through exercise. The same results when we 
exercise self-control, the more we exercise it, the 

more we gain. This helps us to gain mastery over 
our body, bringing it into subjection, "but I buffet 
my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any 
means after that I have preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected' (1 Cor. 9:27). 

The writer of Hebrews admonishes us to ... lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us" (Heb. 12: 1). Weight is also translated as 
encumbrance (NASB) and refers to something which 
impedes, hinders, weights down or burdens. The 
word beset is defined as: 1. to attack on all sides; 
harass. 2. to surround. (Webster's). Consider the 
following: Addiction impedes one's walk with 
Christ, hinders spiritual growth, weighs one down 
with sorrows, burdens loved ones, and fights con
stantly to remain in control until those attacks en
gulf the addict, making it seem as though nothing 
else matters until a ftx is had. 

Exercising self-control must be instrumental in 
combating addiction. It begins with a choice and re
quires determination, as well as steadfastness. Ad
diction is a tool of the devil. He uses it to keep his 
prey distracted from the things of God. We don't 
have to succumb to his devices. The less power we 
yield, the less there is to use against us. "Be subject 
therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you " (James 4:7-8). 

Self-control is listed among the fruit of the Spirit 
in Galatians 5:22 and is a mark of our spiritual ma
turity. To fully develop this fruit we must have the 
mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). This has been supplied 
for me in the New Testament. We must not think 
that simply knowing and believing what is written is 
sufficient, however his will must also be obeyed so 
that we might be fully pleasing to him in all things 
(Col. 1:10). 

The Lord's concern was for the lost (Luke 
19:10). The life he lived and the sacrifice he made 
of himself showed clearly that he placed the value of 
others above that of himself. Likewise, we should 
not be, " .. .looking each of you to his own things, 
but each of you also to the things of others" (Phil. 
2:46). Let us resolve not to become a stumbling 
block to ourselves or to others, and remember that, 
" ... greater is he that is in you than he that is in the 
world" (1 John 4:40). 

jerry Frazier #215307 
]BCC B-Unit, P.O. Box 1999 

McAlister, OK 74502 
~ 

March 2007 19 
Firm Foundation 



The Bible Class Program 
By Stephen Wiggins 

By far one of the most important aspects per
taining to the work of the local congrega
tion is the Bible class program. The Bible 

school program of a local congregation involves a 
designated time set aside for the saints to come to
gether for a period of collective Bible study. This 
usually involves graded classes according to specific 
age groups such as preschool, elementary, junior 
high, high school, college, and adult classes. The pri
mary objective in such a setting is to teach God's 
word to promote spiritual maturity and growth in 
knowledge of God's divine will (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 
3: 18). Both the numerical and spiritual growth of a 
local church, or the lack thereof, can often be traced 
back to whether or not that local congregation has 
an effective Bible school program. 

· New Testament Christianity is a taught religion. 
People do not learn by osmosis. They must learn by 
being taught· or instructed. When Isaiah prophesied 
of the beginnings of Christianity he depicted the 
"peoples" of "all nations" saying, "he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his paths" (Isa. 2:3). 
Jesus reiterates the same, "It is written in the proph
ets, And they shall all be taught of God" Uohn 6:45). 
The only way one can come to the Father and walk 
in harmony with his will is by being informed of the 
Scriptures which is our "instruction which is in righ
teousness" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). I would like to ap
proach this subject of The Bible Class Program under 
three headings: Evangelism, Education, and Edifica
tion. These three points, in my estimation, set forth 
the purposes and goals of why God's people choose 
to make Bible schools part of the work of their local 
congregation. 

Evangelism 

God has no other plan than human instruments 
teaching and converting others to Christianity. This 
principle is set forth in the Great Commission. In 
Matthew 28:19 Jesus commissioned his apostles, 
"Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the na
tions, baptizing them into the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." The phrase "make 
disciples" [teach, KJV] is-translated from a form of 
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the verb matheteuo. It doesn't convey the idea of 
making someone a disciple by force or coercion. 
Rather, the idea is that disciples are made by being 
persuaded and convinced through the teaching pro
cess. Paul and Barnabas came to Derbe and through 
the proclamation of the gospel "made many dis
ciples" (Acts 14:21). 

The term disciple derives from a root word mean
ing "I learn." Thus a disciple is a learner and conse
quently a follower of the doctrine one has been 
taught. In Acts 11 :26 the disciples of Christ were 
called "Christians" under inspired, apostolic direc
tion. A Christian is one who has from the heart 
obeyed that "form of teaching" and now "abides in 
the doctrine of Christ" (Rom. 6:17-18; 2 John 9). Ev
ery Christian should desire to study and reflect on the 
teaching of the Bible daily Uosh. 1:8; Ps. 1:1-2). One 
of the most commendable things said of anyone 
within the Bible pertain to those "noble" Bereans 
who "examined the Scriptures daily" (Acts 17:11). 
Every concerned Christian should cultivate a quest to 
learn as much· as possible about the Scriptures. This 
knowledge will serve as a deterrent to sin, an antidote 
for error, and a guide for Christian living (Ps. 119:11, 
104-105). 

Education 

It is unfortunate that the phrase "Christian Educa
tion" has almost exclusively come to mean a College 
or University education in a "Christian" academic 
setting. Our intent is not to minimize the value of 
brethren founding academic institutions for the train
ing of our young people. Such is a wholesome ven
ture. But let us not make the mistake of supposing 
this is the totality of educating our children "in the 
chastening and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4). 
Christian education begins in the home with godly 
parents. There is no substitute for this and parents 
must take their roles as educators seriously (Deut. 
6:4-9). God will not hold the parent guiltless who ig
nores or refuses to fulfill his or her duty in this re
gard. 

A rigorous Bible school program set up by the lo
cal congregation is a great supplement to the rearing 



of our children in godly fashion. The church is the 
"pillar and ground" of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). The 
perpetuation of Christianity depends on the spiritual 
body of Christ teaching the next generation (2 Tim. 
2:2). In Matthew 28:20 Jesus continues his state
ment in the Great Commission by stipulating that 
there must be a continued emphasis on education: 
"teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
command you." The term teaching is translated from 
a form of didasko and carries the meaning to provide 
instruction whether in a formal or inforn.al setting. 
This kind of instruction may involve a classroom set
ting but is not to be understood as confined to this 
type of activity. The student is to be taught to "ob
serve" [obey, NIV] everything Jesus commanded. 
The content of one's teaching should include culti
vating a disposition within the student of respect and 
reverence for the divine will; a disposition that will 
lead one to complete and uninhibited obedience. 

Edification 
Edification within the biblical context has to do with 
exhorting, strengthening, and building up another as 
it pertains to the promotion of spiritual growth and 
maturity. In 1 Corinthians 14:26 the apostle said, 
"Let all things be done unto edifying." When the 
Jerusalem church heard that a great harvest of souls 
had taken place in Antioch they sent Barnabas who, 
when he arrived, "exhorted them all, that with pur
pose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord" (Acts 
11:23 ). On their first missionary journey Paul and 
Barnabas revisited the congregations they had estab
lished for the purpose of "confirming the souls of the 
disciples" and "exhorting them to continue in the 
faith" (Acts 14:23). The idea of "confirming" and 
exhorting" in this passage means "strengthening" 
and "encouraging" respectively. 

The way in which these apostles exhorted, en
couraged, strengthened, and built up the brethren 
was by giving them further instruction in the word of 
the Lord. Paul said to the Ephesian elders, '~d now 
I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you the in
heritance among all them that are sanctified" (Acts 
20:32). God's word is "able to build you up." If 
brethren are going to be built up and encouraged to 
be faithful, dedicated, devoted Christians it will be 
because they derive strength through the teaching of 
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God's word. All of this underscores the value of 
teaching the Bible in a classroom situation or wher
ever opportunity may present itself. The church that 
wishes to build up its membership in the most holy 
faith will see to it that the Bible class program is the 
best it can possibly be, complete with knowledgeable, 
sound teachers and a biblically based curriculum. 

Controversy 
The Bible is silent as to whether or not the first-cen
tury Christians had any type of Bible class arrange
ment prior to their Sunday worship as we do in mod
ern times. As far as churches of Christ are concerned 
this Bible class arrangement can be traced back no 
earlier than 1834. Up until the 1860s and 1870s this 
class arrangement for teaching the Bible within the 
work of the local congregation was accepted without 
quibble as an expedient for teaching God's word. As 
a reaction to the denominational "Sunday School 
Movement," which involved an organization sepa
rate from the local churches complete with a con
trolled hierarchy, some brethren began to oppose the 
Bible class arrangement. This ultimately resulted in a 
split within the brotherhood of the churches of 
Christ. 

This extreme reaction centered upon accusations 
that there was no biblical authority for Bible classes; 
that this arrangement divided the assembly; that the 
use of uninspired literature such as class books was 
unacceptable; and that the use of women teachers to 
teach children was not permissible. Capable brethren 
quickly pointed out that teaching the Bible in divided 
classes was an expedient authorized by way having 
biblical authority to teach (Matt. 28:19-20); that 
women could and should teach in their respective 
role (1 Tim. 2; 11-12; Titus 2:3-4); and that whether 
or not uninspired class room material was used or 
not was a matter of judgment. 

According to the 2006 Edition of Churches of 
Christ in the United States there are 1,200 non-Sun
day school congregations out of 13,000 churches. 
These congregations are found in 28 states and com
prise 1.64 percent of the members of the churches of 
Christ. These non-class congregations are most 
prominent in Texas (170), Oklahoma (61), and Ar
kansas (51); New Mexico claims the highest percent
age (13.6%) of these congregations (p. 13). Time has 
categorized these brethren as nothing more than a 
radical faction within the church. 105 East Planters St. 
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We Used ·to Feed Slop to the Hogs 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

I n the old days when farm folks raised hogs, they 
fed them the scraps and leftovers from the 

e. Some enterprising swine raisers visited the gro
cery stores to gather up their castoff, decaying veg
etables and stale bread. Since hogs have voracious, 
undiscriminating appetites and will eat anything, 
folks tended to give just about anything to them. 

·In modern society, there are church-going people 
who think they can throw anything to God and like 
the hungry swine he will accept it. Have you read 
about "Gospel Crunk" which is "a faith-infused ver
sion of the hip-hop style called crunk" music. Dem 
Unknown WarriorZ is a "high-energy act that could 
stand as the headliner at any nightclub." "Crunk mu
sic, with its electronic drums and synthesized brass 
sound, generates excitement akin to a religious expe
rience" The WarriorZ explain, "We switch up the 
thumping beat they (young people) recognize ... we 
present ourselves in a hip-hop manner, so youths can 
have something they can relate to." "With baggy 
clothing, long shiny chains and .• ~a mouth full of gold 
teeth, the group members are often mistaken for 
thugs." Bennie "Preacha" Foster defends the group's 
approach, arguing that new strategies are needed to 
reach the unchurched" ("Atlanta Rappers Create Gos
pel Crunk," by Jonathan Landrum, Jr. Associated 
Press). 

Now tell me ye that clamor for changes in 
churches of Christ, ye that have opened your doors to 
the electric guitars and drums, would you wel
come rappers and their Gospel Crunk music into 
your youth meetings and Saturday night services? If a 
sister church featured them would you? better, 
could you object? If so on what basis? These entertain
ers are reaching out to youth, they have a new stra
tegy to reach the unchurched. These are com
monly given rationalizations for the changes being 
promoted. This disgusting Crunk music is no differ
ent than the various kinds of entertainment injected 
into the worship of our progressive churches. All of it 
equally is unauthorized by God, therefore sinful and 
rejected by him and those who truly love him. 

The mistake of these rappers and our promoters 
of change is that God is not a pig who will eagerly 
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accept anything you choose to toss to him. Jehovah is 
our Creator. He is all-powerful, holy and righteous 
altogether. He is offended by our sin and angered by 
the presumption of his rebellious creatures. He has 
given clear instructions on how humanity should ap
proach him in worship. It must be in spirit and in 
truth Uohn 4:24 ). It must be with reverence and awe 
(Heb. 12:28). It must be in obedience to his will 
(Heb. 5.:9). Those who violate his instructions not 
only incur his disfavor, they are held accountable for 
their infraction and punished accordingly. Cain of
fered a substitute for sacrifice and was rejected (Gen. 
4:1-5). Nadab and Abihu offered strange fire unto 
Jehovah and perished (Lev. 10:1-3). Uzzah and Ahio 
were smitten when they mishandled the sacred ark of 
Jehovah (2 Sam. 6:6-7). King Uzziah presumptu
ously tried to burn incense before Jehovah and was 
smitten with leprosy (2 Chron. 26:16-20). These 
things are our examples lest we make the same kind 
of mistakes (1 Cor. 10:11). They were recorded for 
our learning (Rom. 15:4). The wise man will listen, 
learn and serve God in reverence and awe, as it is 
written. You may offer slop to a hog, but you better 
approach God in humble obedience if you hope to 
please him and live with him in eternity. 
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The Cup of the Lord 
By Alton Norman 

P aul faced a problem in Corinth that was as 
old as the history of man. It is still a problem 
today. We put a modern name on it and call 

it "pluralism." It is said that we live in a pluralistic 
society. What does this mean; and how does it affect 
the church; and what does God think about plural
ism? 

Pluralism Defined 

Webster's Random House College Dictionary de
fines pluralism as "The theory that there is more 
than one basic substance or principle ... that reality 
consists of two or more independent elements." 
There is nothing more basic than God and there is 
none as independent as God. Pluralism, in effect, 
says that there is more than one God, there is more 
than one way, and one way is just as good as any 
other way. Pluralism has long been the popular ap-
proach to life. · 

Pluralism in Old Testament Times 

The prophets of old often spoke against pluralism in 
Israel. For example, Hosea 3:1 says that the children 
of Israel "look to other gods and love the raisin cakes 
of the pagans." Five times we are told Israel "served 
Baal" Uudg. 2:13; 1 Kings 16:31; 22:53; 2 Kings 
10:18; 17:16). They did this while trying to hold on 
to Jehovah, the God of the Bible. Ezekiel was given a 
tour of the temple in Jerusalem. There he saw the 
women "weeping for Tammuz" (Ezek. 8:1-18). They 
did this in spite of the command, "You shall have no 
other gods before me" (Exod. 20:2-3). And the 
prophets of old begged Israel to repent and return to 
the ONE true God. When the people did not listen to 
the voice of the prophets, God destroyed their nation. 

Pluralism In New Testament times 
Pluralism was alive and well in the society of the 
New Testament. In Acts 17 the people of Athens 
worshiped many gods. And Paul preached to them 
about the God they did not know ... the God of the 
Bible, the God of creation, and the one true God 
who does not dwell in temples made with hands, 
who is not made from gold or silver. He spoke of the 

God in whom we move, live, and have our very be
ing. This true God once overlooked pluralism, but 
now commands all men everywhere to repent (Acts 
17:22-34). 

Pluralism was in the church of the first century. It 
was in the church at Pergamos :where some held the 
doctrine of Balaam (Rev. 2: 12-17). It was present in 
the church at Thyatira when they followed the proph
etess Jezebel who taught Christians to eat things sacri
ficed to idols (Rev. 2: 18-29). Our Lord called these 
churches to repentance and said he would come and 
make war with churches that persist in the practice of 
such pluralistic religion (Rev. 2:16, 21-23). 

Pluralism was rampant in the church at Corinth. 
According to 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 members of the 
church were trying to "drink the cup of the Lord and 
the cup of demons" they were trying to partake of the 
Lord's Table and the table of demons. The apostle 
Paul said we cannot practice that kind of religion. 

Pluralism In America 
In Corydon, Ind., a Buddhist Monk was invited to 
lead prayer at the town meeting of the Commission
ers (August 2006). Every one of the commissioners 
claim to be a Christian, yet they would sit at the feet 
of a Buddhist Monk as he prayed to his god. That is 
pluralism. If you object and say, "that is just part of 
being a democratic society - after all, we have free
dom of religion," that same Buddhist Monk was in
vited to speak before the local Ministerial Associa
tion about a year ago. That is pluralism. 

Many famous preachers have accepted the plural
istic approach toward God. In the Aug. 14, 2006 issue 
of Newsweek (p. 43) there is an interview with Billy 
Graham. The famous preacher was asked whether he 
believes heaven will be closed to good Jews, Muslims, 
Buddhists, Hindus, or secular people. He responded, 
"Those are decisions only the Lord will make. It 
would be foolish for me to speculate on who will and 
who won't be there .... I don't want to speculate about 
that. I believe the love of God is absolute. He said he 
gave his son for the whole world, and I think he loves 
everybody regardless of what label they have." That is 
pluralism full grown! 
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But pluralism is not a new arrival to the Ameri
can religious scene. It has long been a part of our re
ligious culture. We see it in our news papers every 
week with the slogan, "Attend the Church of Your 
Choice" - in spite of the fact that there is "one 
body" which is "the church" (Eph. 4:4; 1:22-23 ). 
Pluralism rears its ugly head with the idea that bap
tism can be accomplished by "sprinkling, pouring, or 
immersion" - in spite of the fact that there is "one 
baptism" (Eph. 4:5) and that baptism is a "burial" 
(Rom. 6:3-5). Pluralism says "it does not matter how 
you worship," "we a:re all going to the same place, 
just by different roads," and "it does not matter what 
you believe as long as you are sincere" in spite of 
such scriptures as John 4:24; 14:6; and Acts 4:12. 

Sadly, pluralism has entered the 21st century 
church of our Lord. Voices among us beckon us to 
compromise the faith once for all delivered, to em
brace those who worship in error, to fellowship the 
unbaptized, to tolerate sinners who refuse to repent 
and to accept everybody as my brother. 

When we accept pluralism, we should repent and 
change our thinking. The world has always accepted 
the pluralistic approach to God - and God has al
ways condemned that approach. Christians must be 
careful not to think like the rest of the world. We are 
told, "Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind" (Rom. 
12:2). We must "put on the mind of Christ," and 
when we do, we will reject pluralism altogether and 
follow him, for he is "THE (only) WAY" to the one 
true God Uohn 14:6; Acts 4:12). A pluralistic society 
is the Devil's source of joy; and a pluralistic church is 
the devil's choice. It is time for churches across 
America to repent of their divided allegiance. God 
will not tolerate plurality in his church. "You can not 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; 
you can not partake of the Lord's Table and the table 
of demons" (1 Cor. 10:21). 
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First. Shall Be Last and Last Shall Be First 
By Terry R. Townsend 

M st of us who are employed are generally 
compensated for our services. The wages 
we receive are determined by the gra

ciousness of our employer, along with the service 
we've rendered. We can't expect to receive a pay
check if we've failed to complete the task we've been 
hired to fulfill. Likewise, an employer can't refuse to 
compensate those who have fulfilled their duties and 
expect employees to continue on in their service. 
Both employer and employee are obligated to fulfill 
their promise. Now, imagine working for an em
ployer for a long time and receiving the same pay as 
someone who had just started. How would you feel? 
Imagine putting in 40 hours and receiving the same 
wage as someone who had put in one hour? How 
would you react? 

In the parable of the laborers (cf. Matt. 20:1-16), 
Jesus likens his kingdom to workers who had been 
hired throughout the course of the day, and at days 
end, all received the same wage, beginning with the 
last to the first. Obviously, those hired early in the 
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day were not happy to find they were paid the same 
as those hired later in the day. What was Jesus teach
ing his disciples? To answer that question, we must 
keep in mind that this parable was given in response 
to Peter's question following the Lord's reply to the 
rich man (cf. Matt. 19:16-22). The rich man was un
willing to part with his possessions to follow Jesus. 
But unlike the rich man, Peter and the other disciples 
had accepted the challenge to give up all and follow 
Christ (Matt. 4:18-22). Thus, Peter asks His Lord, 
"What shall we have?" (Matt. 19:27), to which Jesus 
replied, "And every one that hath forsaken houses, or 
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my name,s sake, shall receive a 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting lift. But 
many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be 
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first'' (Matt. 19:29-30). Jesus then proceeds to drive 
his point home with this profound parable, introduc
ing and concluding it in the same manner (cf. Matt. 
19:30; 20:16). Let's consider some fundamental 
truths found within this kingdom parable. 

First we learn that the vineyard belongs to the 
Lord (cf. Matt. 20: 1). Note that the householder 
hired laborers to work in his vineyard. Jesus has ref
erence to his church (Matt. 16:18). He is the head of 
the church (Col. 1:18). He has all authority (Matt. 
28:18). He purchased the church (Acts 7!>:28) and 
gave himself for her (Titus 2:14). The vineyard 
(church) has not been left to ~ther people (Dan. 
2:44); that is, it doesn't belong to Joseph Smith, Mar
tin Luther, etc. Man attempts to make the church his 
own; i.e., he decides who is in, who is out; what is 
acceptable, what is not. In addition man says, '~ttend 
the church of your choice," as though any would suf
fice! But if Christ is not its founder and head, it can
not be his! The householder did not offer a plurality 
of vineyards to choose from. There is but one vine
yard man is called to work in today- the church 
(Eph. 4:4). 

In the second place we note that the vineyard is 
available to all who would accept the Lord's invita
tion (cf. Matt. 20:2). Throughout the course of the 
day the householder sought laborers to work in his 
vineyard. He did not discriminate nor show partial
ity. All were invited to work in his vineyard if they so 
chose. Jesus invites all men to work in his vineyard, 
the church (Matt. 11:28-30; John 3:16; Rev. 3:20). 
He is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34), and he 
desires only willing servants (Matt. 16:24). To work 
in his vineyard demands a willingness to accept his 
terms (cf. Acts 2:38ff). Any failure on man's part to 
do such will result in termination. 

Next we learn that those within the vineyard are 
expected to work (cf. Matt. 20:3-7). Some labored 
longer than others (conversions at varying periods of 
life), but all were expected to do their part. Simply 
being hired wasn't enough; they were expected to 
fulfill the task before them. The same is true in the 
church! We don't accept the Lord's invitation in obe
dience and then do nothing! In addition, we can't 
pick and choose what we'll do and not do in the 
Lord (cf. Rev. 22:18-19). We must obey all his com
mands Uohn 14:15; 1 John 5:1-3). The kingdom is a 
place for laborers; it's not a place for inactive citizens 
(cf. 1 Cor. 15:5 8). Paul writes, "For we are laborers 
together with God: ye are God's husbandry, fellow 
workers), ye are God's building" (1 Cor. 3:9). 

In the fourth place we note that the day of op
portunity is drawing to a close (cf. Matt. 20:8). The 
householder sought workers up to the very last hour 
of the day. As the day drew to an end, so too did em
ployment opportunity. Doors of opportunity are go
ing to one day cease. We needn't delay in obeying. 
There's no assurance of tomorrow Uames 4:14). The 
Lord could return at any moment (Matt. 24:42-44; 1 
Thess. 5: 1ff). Paul writes, ~~nd that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out~{ eep: 
for now is our salvation nearer _th(ln w~~ l"re be
lieved. The night is far spent, the. da,)is a~··banq: et us 
therefore cast off the works of da'riWess, a'ntl-lit us put 
on the armor of light" (Rom. 13: 11-12). Again, the 
apostle declares, "behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor. 6:2). 

Finally we learn that the Lord will reward all who 
faithfully serve him (cf. Matt. 20:9-16). It mattered 
not who worked longest, all were rewarded equally 
for their labors. The point Jesus is trying to make is 
that every worker will receive his reward, not on 
merit of how good he is or how long he works, but on 
the basis of God's unmerited favor (grace). Paul 
writes, "Now he that planteth and he that watereth 
are one: and every man shall receive his own reward 
(wages) according to his own labor" (1 Cor. 3:8). 

We needn't be too overly concerned as to who 
will receive what at Judgment. Any and all who ac
cept the Lord's invitation to enter his vineyard in 
obedience and will remain faithfully active will enjoy 
eternal salvation (Matt. 7:21; Heb. 9:28). Are you a 
laborer in his vineyard ( cf. Rom. 2:6-11)? 
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, Gardners' Mission Report 
By E. Claude & Glenda Gardner 

On Dec. 16, 2006, we returned from three 
successful mission efforts. We thank you for 

. your partnership in these endeavors. 
The last week in Chiang Mai, Thailand, closed 

exciteqly with 249 present. Attendance increased 
each night. I spoke -four nights, along with Perry 
Cotham. Three were baptized and one was restored. 
Bible studies will be conducted with others who 
showed an interest. Daily during the lectureship I 
spoke to the men while Glenda taught the ladies. I 
spoke to the group on Wednesday and daily we had a 
session of questions and answers. Brethren came 
from the general area and many camped on the 
church property of two acres. . 

The church provided meals for the visitors at 
noon and "evening. After the night services, those 
present were invited to a repast. The fellowship for 
the week was spiritually uplifting. Families attended 
and a large number of you.ng people showed an in
terest. The singing throughout was most impressive 
with several capable song leaders. One lad of 9 led 
the singing in a splendid way. The local church does 
not have elders and I encouraged them to complete 
their plans to do so. . 

Until re~ently the local church conducted a spe
cial Bible training school. The results were evident in 
the trained workers and I encouraged them to re
sume the school. 

The local preacher is brother Chirlot and a new 
man, Mike·Mayo, will start in January 2007, work
ing with the American missionary, Dorsey Traw, who 
has served in Thailand for 46 years. 

As an outreach, the church has a kindergarten 
school operated in its property with 69 students and 
six teachers. The children are given some spiritual 
training. 

The church has an adequate building to carry on 
its programs of worship and teaching. It is sound in 
its teaching and it is not participating with any effort 
to compromise the Bible teaching on the use of in
strumental music in worship with the Christian 
Church that is happening in the city. 

We found the brethren who attended the lecture
ship to be dedicated, teachable, humble, zealous and 
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hospitable. They will continue to be a blessing to the 
cause of Christ in Asia. 

In 2007, the 23rd annual Asian Bible Lectureship 
will be held in Chiang Mai on December 2-6. Several 
nations will be represented. 

Thailand grows many beautiful flowers and 
abounds with many kinds of fruit. It has an abun
dance C?f motorcycles and bicycles, as well as many 
vehicles. The people are brown in complexion and 
with coal-black hair. 

For 3 00 years, the Catholics have had a large 
· presence and also the Presbyterians are there. Both 
have large plots and numerous buildings. As ex
pected, it is strong in Buddhism. 

On Sunday, December 9, I preached at a small 
congregation that the church in Chiang Mai sup
ports. The attendance was good with 3 7 present, in
cluding 12 children. One lady responded but since 
she needed further study, she was not baptized. The 
congregation has a preacher and a good block build
ing for meeting. The service was unusual with two 
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translators because of different ethnic persons being 
there. From English it was translated into Thai and 
then to Chinese. While there on the northern border, 
we went to the Burma border, a nation not receptive 
to foreigners . We only were able to go to "no man's 
land" rather than crossing into Burma. 

Singapore was the city-state where the 22"d Asian 
Bible Lectureship was held on December 4-8, 2006. 
It was sponsored by two congregations - Jerong 
church of Christ and Lim Ah Pin. Eddy Ee was the 
director. He also preaches for the Jerong church. 

I spoke on Gnosticism and there were many 
other presentations on basic Bible lessons. It was a 
sound and faithful lectureship. Seven nations were 
represented. The lectures were given in English with
out a translator. It was held in the Royal Hotel in the 
downtown. 

Each day there were two "tea breaks" and on one 
evening there was an elaborate 1 0-course Chinese 
dinner. At that time there was a celebration of Perry 
Cotham's birthday (which was January 5). He was 
95. 

In addition to us, there were three Freed-Harde
man alumni in attendance: Dorsey Traw, Choi Yen 
Ton, and Steven Waller. 

Singapore is a small country with a growing 
population of four million. It has a bustling economy 
and rivals other nations as being a financial center. It 
has many skyscrapers and much manufacturing. It is 
a very clean and orderly city. 

The New England Effort 

The latter part of October and the first week of No
vember 2006, I was in gospel meetings in New En
gland, where there are few congregations. I preached 
in Farmington, Conn., at a conservative small con
gregation. Attendance was not good except on Sun
day there were 40 present. Its building was adequate 
and it had an unusual design. The church has a pre
school program with a good enrollment. They began 
it with the hope it would be an outreach effort to get 
people interested in the church, but it has been dis
appointing. The church does not have elders but 
hope to select them after they employ a preacher to 
live there. I encouraged them to proceed before se
lecting a preacher. Some must come from a distance 
of 40 miles and this affects the attendance. 

At Concord, NH, the attendance for the five 
days was better than in Connecticut, but not large. 
However, on Sunday 70 attended. One lady was re
stored. On Saturday the teacher of young girls ar-

ranged for them to serve a luncheon for the senior 
members of the congregation. 

The building is attractive and well located. The 
members are dedicated, hospitable, and knowledge
able. One brother had been acting on a soap opera, 
but he gave it up because he did not feel this work 
was compatible with being a Christian. 

During the meeting, I set forth a plan for the se
lection of additional elders. It had two elders, includ
ing the preacher, David O'Connell, who was leaving 
because he accepted another place to preach in Ala
bama. So that the eldership would not be dissolved, I 
urged that other elders should be selected at once. It 
appears that others were qualified men who could 
serve. 

David O'Connell wrote, "Thank you so much 
for your excellent lessons and your uplifting spirit. 
You and Glenda have really given our congregation a 
'shot in the arm.' Thank you again." 
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Potpourri ••• 
College Porn Show 

&lOut with the cross, in with the strippers. The 
formerly "Christian" college that sparked a national 
furor by removing a cross from its chapel in the in
terest of diversity this week packed its auditorium 
with an explicit porn show. 

The historic College of William & Mary in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, whose chancellor is former 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, was 
the scene of the Sex Workers Art Show Monday 
night- featuring topless dancers, demonstrations of 
sex toys, Q&As with male and female prostitutes -
all in the name of empowering "sex workers." 

Some 400 people filled the university center's 
auditorium and another 3 00 had to be turned away, 
according to a report in the Virginia Gazette 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Feb. 16, 2007). 

Child Porn 
$Anchorage, Alaska - Police say he had some of 

the most disturbing images of child pornography 
they have ever seen. The suspect, former Christian 
school vice principal Frederick Deussing, faces 12 
counts of possessing thousands of pictures and mov
ies depicting sex acts with children. 

Police say they will be dealing with the aftermath 
of this crime and trying to contact thousands of as 
yet unidentified children who, police say, appear on 
Deussing's computer being forced to do unimagin
able things. 

Detective Mark Thomas, a cyber crimes investi
gator for the Anchorage Police Department, said the 
images on Deussing's computer were among the 
most graphic he had ever seen. 

Police say the images of child pornography dis
covered on 64-year-old Deussing's computer depict 
children as young as 1-year-old being raped by adult 
men. Detectives say both the sheer number - thou
sands of images- and the nature of Deussing's al
leged collection were hard to imagine, even for the 
most seasoned officers. 

Police say that among the thousands of pictures 
and movie clips they found on Deussing's computer 
were images of infants being tortured and raped. 
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Children were forced to have sex with animals, and 
they also found a so-called snuff film, a movie show
ing what appears to be the violent murder of a 
woman. Police also say an animated cartoon on 
Deussing's computer was designed to teach young 
children how to have sex with adults. 

Headline News 
@Police said they caught a 16-year-old robbery 

suspect who had eluded authorities on several previ
ous occasions when his baggy pants fell down, caus
ing him to stumble as officers chased him (Elvin 
DeShazo called this to our attention - thanks 
Elvin). 

For Immediate Release: 
(tWASHINGTON - Today the Human Rights 

Campaign called "encouraging" a disciplinary com
mittee of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
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America's (ELCA) call to strike a discriminatory 
policy from the denomination's constitution that 
prohibits clergy from entering into same-sex partner
ships. 

The jury of 12 Lutheran clergy from across the 
country recommended that the ELC.Ns Churchwide 
Assembly, the denomination's highest legislative 
body, "remove the language that specifically pre
cludes practicing homosexuals from service as or
dained ministers of this church" and "remove the 
specific prohibition against homosexual sexual rela
tionships." The committee also recommended that 
the denomination take steps to immediately reinstate 
clergy that resigned or were expelled from their 
churches for entering into committed same-sex rela
tionships. 

The ruling came Wednesday during a closed
door church trial of openly gay Rev. Bradley 
Schmeling, pastor of St. John's Lutheran Church in 
Adanta. 

"We are encouraged by this decision that Pastor 
Brad's leadership and ministry should be affirmed and 
the discriminatory policy overturned," said Human 
Rights Campaign Religion and Faith Program Direc
tor Harry Knox. "It would be tragically irresponsible 
to rob the St. John's family of their loving pastor and 
his proven ability to grow this outstanding ministry 
because of a bad policy that needs to change." 

Despite the continued vocal support of St. John's 
members, Rev. Schmeling was brought before a disci
plinary committee in January on charges that he had 
violated the denomination's pastoral conduct guide
lines after disclosing to church leaders last August 
that he had entered into a committed same-sex part
nership. The ELCA currently allows only celibate 
homosexual people to serve as clergy. 

The disciplinary committee will forgo further pro
ceedings on Rev. Schmeling's trial until August 15 fol
lowing the 2007 Churchwide Assembly in Chicago. 
Unrefuted evidence at the trial showed that the con
gregation has grown and thrived under Schmeling's 
leadership and the committee's strong recommenda
tion to the Churchwide Assembly is that the discrimi
natory policy be changed. 

The Human Rights Campaign is America's larg
est civil rights organization working to achieve gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender equality. By inspir
ing and engaging all Americans, HRC strives to end 
discrimination against GLBT citizens and realize a 
nation that achieves fundamental fairness and equal
ity for all. 

Luis Vizcaino I Phone: 202/216.1547 I Cell: 
310/869.5700 

Christopher Johnson I Phone: 202/216.1580 I 
Cell: 202/716.1628 

(Note: There are some things we ought to oppose 
with all our might - and practicing homosexuality is 
one of them. This was written by people promoting 
the practice of homosexuality and is an example of 
the clever and devious devices used to gain public 
sympathy for homosexual behavior. Sodomy is sinful 
-see Romans 1:26-27.) 

Descendant of Muhammad Converts 

OA Turk who claims to be a descendant of the 
prophet Muhammad has converted to Christianity 
while living in Germany. 

But Sedar Dedeoglu, of Luedenscheid, now is 
facing a threat to his life if he's forced to return to 
Turkey, and is seeking help from German authorities. 

Dedeoglu, who is involved in Christian outreach 
programs among Muslims, has been receiving death 
threats from Muslims unwilling to accept his conver
sion. His relatives also regard the apostasy as shame
ful. 

If Dedeoglu is returned to his native country, he 
very likely would be killed, his lawyer says. 

Despite this threat the German Federal Migra
tion Off~ce and several courts of justice have rejected 
asylum applications by the Dedeoglu family. They 
claim that Christians are free to practice their reli
gion in Turkey. 

To avoid deportation Dedeoglu, his wife Husniye 
and their daughter Isil now hope at least to be toler
ated in Germany as a "case of hardship." According 
to their attorney, Oswald Seitter, it is impossible to 
overlook the extraordinary danger the Dedeoglu 
family is facing. 
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For Muslims, he said, it is undeniable that 
Dedeoglu descends from Mohammad's daughter 
Fatima and her husband Ali. In Dedeoglu's home
town, Elazig, in eastern Turkey they used to be re
vered as a holy family. According to Seitter the apos
tasy of a family member is regarded as an insult of 
the prophet (Muhammad) himself. 

Dedeoglu's case has become so widely known in 
Turkey that his life is in real and imminent danger, 
the lawyer said. 

"We should rejoice that a such a person believes 
in Jesus, and we should avoid any actions which 
could put his life in additional danger," Seitter told 
an evangelical news agency. Seitter is an evangelical 
Christian and used to be the speaker of the synod of 
the Protestant Church in Wuerttemberg. 

Dedeoglu came to Germany in 1997 and asked 
for asylum because of political persecution of the 
Kurdish minority in Turkey. Four years later he and 
his family converted to the Christian faith. They are 
members of an evangelical Brethren church (Assist 
News Service Feb. 7, 2007). 

Web Site 1o Bolr Sitez Israeli lirm Broadcasts 
fJrarers for a lee 

&JOn a recent wintry afternoon in the Old City 
here, Orthodox Jews in black coats and hats huddled 
at the Western Wall, bobbitig their heads as they 
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prayed at one of the world's holiest sites. Some 
wedged prayers on crumpled pieces of paper in the 
crevices of the ancient wall, a practice stretching 
back centuries. 

• The News: An Israeli start-up offers people a 
way to have their prayers broadcast at holy sites 
through speakers in Webcams. · 

• The Background: The service, sold through 
phone cards, reflects a trend of using the Internet for 
religious purposes. 

• The Bottom Line: While critics say high-tech 
delivery isn't appropriate, others say it enables more 
people to participate. 

Behind them on the ledge of a nearby building, a 
small Webcam carried the scene live on the Internet. 
Speakers inside the camera played the sound of 
prayers, mostly from people thousands of miles away 
in the U.S. 

The camera is owned by a start-up in Tel Aviv 
called Pray Over IP (the IP stands for "Internet pro
tocol"). It sells phone cards that allow customers to 
record their prayers, which are then transmitted to a 
holy site of their choice via Internet phone and 
We beams. 

"It's just $5 or $10, and you get eternal life," 
says Hanan Achsaf, chairman of POIP. "With the lot
tery, you pay that amount, and what do you get? A 
piece of paper. This is much better value." 

The start-~p is part of an explosion of technol
ogy being used for religious purposes. in recent years. 
Churches in Brazil offer audio clips of services 
through cellphones. Ringtones using religious music 
are gaining popularity. A survey by the Pew Internet 
and American Life Project found that 30% of adults 
online use the Internet for their religious pursuits. 

Mr. Achsaf's company, which estimates it has 
1,500 users a day, sells its phone cards on two Web 
sites- one for Christians and the other for Jewish 
users. The sites stream video from the company's 
Webcams, giving users a real-time look at where the 
prayers are broadcast. 

A user records his prayer by using a POIP phone 
card, which allows a prayer of as long as two min
utes. Mter calling a POIP phone number (1-888-HE
HEARS in the U.S.) and inputting a personal-identi
fication number from the card, the user gets a 
·choice: press one for the holy site of jerusalem, press 
two for the holy site of the Sea of Galilee, and so on. 

The company's Webcams at these sites transmit 
prayers from users around the world - though more 
than 65% are in the U.S. The company" has equipment 



at eight sites in Israel, including the Sea of Galilee, the 
Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth and the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem, and has plans for more. 

But some religious leaders believe that high tech
nology has no business near such holy places. It 
could also cut into religious tourism, which is the 
largest segment of tourism in Israel. Offering a vir
tual visit to the Holy Land could make religious tour
ists feel less compelled to travel to the country, par
ticularly in light of ongoing violence. Tourism has 
pl.Im m etB:i shCE the s:rond intifada began in 2000. 

Officials at the private entity that runs the Sea of 
Galilee site initially suggested POIP pay for attaching 
a Webcam to a nearby tree - a deal Avshalom 
Neumann, POIP's co-founder and CEO, says he re
jected. He argued that the service would help pro
mote the site to potential visitors from afar. 

Some users can also feel uncertain about sharing 
their personal affairs in prayer over a telephone. 

"There's a lot of trepidation in saying something 
that will be broadcast somewhere over a speaker," 
says 54-year-old Jerry Hochfelsen, who runs a print
ing company in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Mr. 
Hochfelsen nevertheless likes the service enough to 
have bought 100 POIP phone cards, which he gave 
to friends and business associates during the recent 
holidays, he says. 

Some didn't get it. "They said, 'why would I pray 
into a phone, when I can pray from my home or car 
anytime?"' he recalls. But most liked the service, he 
says. 

Mr. Neumann says the company doesn't listen to 
the prayers, but it has a program to monitor them for 
foul language. The prayers generally fall into three 
categories: health, wealth and finding a spouse, he 
says. 

Some question whether the service demeans reli
gion. But others defend POIP. Jesus said the temple 
in Jerusalem "should be a house of prayer for all na
tions," says David Decker, an ordained evangelical 
pastor who has a congregation in Jerusalem and trav
els frequently to ministries around the U.S. "How do 
you reach all nations today? The Internet is a way to 
do that," he says. 

The 40-year-old Mr. Neumann, who has worked 
for several high-tech start-ups in Israel and admits he 
rarely goes to synagogue, says he got the idea for the 
company visiting the Western Wall about 18 months 
ago. He noticed people dialing their cellphones after 
praying, then holding their cellphones up to the Wall 
for the people on the line to pray. 

To begin spreading word of the company, Mr. 
Neumann in September traveled through the Bible 
Belt in the southern part of the U.S., meeting with 
various heads of megachurches. He wants his cards 
placed in their gift stores, next to the piles of COs, 
books and other religious materials. Now, they can 
be found at 7-Eleven convenience stores around the 
reg10n. 

"If we reach even a small number of these 
churches, the numbers are still huge," says Mr. 
Neumann. The company expects to generate rev
enue this year of between $5 million and $10 mil
lion, he says. Much of that money will go into ex
panding the system, so the company doesn't expect 
to break even until the first quarter of 2009, he says. 

In addition to selling the cards on the Web sites, 
the company sells them directly to churches, priced 
at $2.50 to $5. The churches then determine how 
much to charge their members, typically $10 to $25, 
sometimes higher for fund-raising purposes. The 
company plans to offer another service that allows 
users to access video of the holy sites on their 
cell phones, charging $1 for five minutes of viewing. 

In November, the company caught a break. 
Yossef Azran, a prominent rabbi in Israel, endorsed 
the company. "After considering the distance be
tween believers and holy sites and the desire to have 
their prayers heard, I am asking the guards of the 
holy sites to assist the POIP campaign," he said in a 
statement. 
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A month later, the Sea of Galilee supervisors 
called Mr. Neumann and asked for another meeting. 
Service is now at the site, says Mr. Neumann. The 
service at Jewish sites must stop during the Sabbath, 
in line with rules that prohibit the use of electronic 
devices during the Sabbath. 

"What we are doing is no different than what Pat 
Robertson is doing," says Mr. Neumann. "We're just 
a one-way messenger to the Lord" (Christopher 
Rhoads, Wall Street journal, Jan. 25, 2007). 

Man toses $32,000 

@Bradenton, Florida - A man who gave a psy
chic $32,000 to bless returned the next day to find 
she and the money have disappeared, the Manatee 
County Sheriff's Office reports. 

The strange case began when Manuel Lanaverde, 
29, of Arcadia heard ads the psychic ran on two local 
radio stations, promising she could change your 
luck. He telephoned her then met with her at her 
residence, 3200 51 '1 Ave. Drive East, telling her his 
construction business was not making money. 

"The psychic advised him that if he brought her a 
large amount of money she could bless it and that 
would make his business prosper," the sheriff's of
fice said. "The victim then brought her $32,000 in 
cash to her residence and had her bless the money." 
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She then told the victim to come back tomorrow 
to pick up the money because it would take a full day 
to bless the money. 

The next day the victim went back to the psychic 
residence and she was not there. 

Deputies say he then contacted the apartment 
manager and had her check the residence for him. 
The residence was checked by the manager and ev
erything in the residence was gone. 

The victim also stated that other people were at 
the psychic residence stating that she also took 
money from them. 

Americans Ordered to !eave Belarus 
®MINSK, Belarus (AP) - Ten Americans left 

Belarus on Friday after authorities ordered them de
ported for allegedly singing religious songs and read
ing spiritual literature, in violation of laws restricting 
religious activity in the former Soviet republic. 

The Americans "preferred to leave Belarus vol
untarily" after authorities decided they should be de
ported, said Interior Ministry spokesman Oleg 
Slepchenko. 

Slepchenko said police raided what was sup
posed to be a seminar in conversational English at an 
evangelical Protestant church in the eastern city of 
Mogilev. He said police found Bibles on the tables, 
and participants were singing religious songs instead 
of talking. 

The Americans, who arrived in Belarus Feb. 5, 
were fined and warned they were violating the law 
with their activities, Slepchenko said. But authorities 
later caught them repeating the alleged violations, he 
said. 

Distrust of foreign missionaries and Protestant 
churches is strong in many largely Orthodox Chris
tian and Muslim nations of the former Soviet Union. 

Anti-Christian Rage 
{{>}While persecution of Christians - largely by 

radical Hindus - is routine in India, in the past 
there have been areas of that nation where the level 
of animosity has been lower, including Kerala State. 
But that has changed suddenly, according to reports 
from Voice of the Martyrs, with the unprovoked at
tack on a Christian man and his wife by a mob of 
youths. 

Officials with YOM said the attack happened in 
Pavaloor, in Kerala State, just last week, when a mob 
stabbed and killed a 58-year-old Christian man, 
identified asS. Stanley. 

Sources within the region told YOM that a mob 



of youths assembled in front of the Stanleys' house, 
shouting abuses against Christians. 

"Stanley and his wife came out of the house and 
asked the youths to leave. This angered them further 
and they began stoning the house and tried violently 
to force themselves through Stanley 's gate," the 
sources reported. 

While Stanley was inside the home calling police, 
the attackers climbed over a locked gate, broke into 
the house and stabbed him in the back, neck and stom
ach, and then assaulted his wife, the sourc. " said. 

"Where Stanley was martyred has traditionally 
been an area of India that has seen less persecution. 
The fact that something like this is happening is fur
ther evidence of the worsening climate for Christians 
in India," the contacts told VOM, which asked its 
supporters to "pray for Christians in India to be bold 
witnesses for Christ in spite of threats and attacks 
against them." 

Several states there have passed anti-conversion 
laws, which ban anyone from changing religious be
liefs through "force, fraud or allurement." They are 
perceived as being targeted at Christians since the 
laws define "allurement" as any indication of an as
sured life after death, such as Christianity teaches. 
And "force" is being defined as any indication of a 
presence of a "divine displeasure" (Feb. 15, 2007, 
WorldNetDaily.com). 

fpistopalians Give Up on Homosexual Blessings 

@The archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Will
iams, kept the worldwide Anglican communion to
gether, at least in the short term, but at the cost of 
imposing unprecedented sanctions on the U.S. Epis
copal church to force it to abandon its liberal policies 
towards homosexuals. 

A communique issued late last night after a 
fraught five-day meeting in Tanzania of the primates 
- archbishops and presiding bishops of Angli
canism's 38 provinces-laid new ground rules for the 
US church and gave it until September 30 to comply. 
The plan allows, effectively, for the setting up of a 
church within a church in the US with the appoint
ment of a senior cleric to oversee dioceses which feel 
unable to accept the Episcopal church's liberal leader
ship. 

The church's bishops· will also have to give an 
unequivocal undertaking not to authorise any rites of 
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blessing for same-sex couples and to confirm that no 
more homosexual bishops, living in same-sex rela
tionships, would be confirmed in office. The crisis in 
the Anglican communion was sparked by the Episco
pal church's election, in 2003, of Gene Robinson, a 
homosexual bishop. 

The move will dismay many within the Episcopal 
church who had hoped that they had done enough at 
their convention last June to comply with the de
mands of the Anglican communion that they should 
row back on their support for homosexuals. Many 
have seen the battle since Bishop Robinson's election 
as the latest episode in a long-running war for con
trol of the US church between liberals and conserva
tives. The Episcopal church has 2 million members 
but it is long-established (Guardian Unlimited, 
Guardian News and Media Limited , Feb. 20, 2007). 

Run Over in Nashville 

®A Muslim cabdriver from Somalia ran over two 
college students near Vanderbilt University after get
ting into an argument with them about religion, po
lice said. 

Ibrahim Ahmed, 3 7, a driver for United Cab, 
picked up two men near the Vanderbilt campus early 
Sunday morning, Capt. Mike Alexander of the Nash-
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ville Police Department said, referring to the incident 
report. 

The two men, reportedly college students from 
Ohio who were visiting Nashville, were on their way 
back to the campus. 

A conversation about religion ensued between 
the driver and his two fares. The local FOX affiliate 
in Nashville confirmed from a friend and fellow co
worker that Ahmed is a Sunni Muslim from Somalia. 

At some point, according to the police, the two 
men exited the cab, and the cabbie got out. They 
paid him his fare, and then they exchanged words. 

According to the incident report, Ahmed then re
turned to his cab as the students fled on foot. Ahmed 
then allegedly drove across a parking lot, jumped a 
curb and struck the two men. 

One of the students, identified as Jeremy lnvus, 
was taken to Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
with critical injuries. The other passenger, Andrew 
Nelson, avoided the cab. 
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midst of a world war, targeted for destruction by an 
enemy they had scarcely ever heard of. Today, mili
tant Muslims are on the rampage worldwide, some 
recently calling for the assassination of the pope, 
with others threatening that unless Benedict XVI 
converts to Islam, Christian churches will he burnt to 
the ground. 

But such outrageous threats, as well as the mass 
murder that often follows, have become common
place. On the slightest provocation - a newspaper 
publishing cartoons depicting Muhammad, a jour
nalist making a comment about Muhammad during 
the Miss Universe pageant - angry Muslims erupt 
into a campaign of arson, brutali,y and murder. 

Meanwhile, as Western governments and jour
nalism organizations continue to refer to Islam as a 
"religion of peace," virtually all terrorist acts world
wide- over 5,000 instances since 9/11 - have been 
committed by Muslims, against Jews, against Chris
tians, against other non-Muslims, even against other 
types of Muslims. 

Yet, there's an even bigger Islamic threat than 
violent jihad. Today, the West is being transformed 
by Islam. Especially in Britain and Europe, where Is
lamic immigration is already well advanced, analysts 
conclude it's simply a matter of time before some of 
these nations have Muslim majorities. Then comes 
Sharia law and the total transformation of these for-
merly Christian countries into repress1ve Islamic 
states (WorldNet Daily News). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

The lily of the Valley 

Question: Is it biblical to call Jesus "the Lily of 
the Valley" and "the Rose of Sharon"? Are 

these expressions in the Bible? Do they refer to 
Jesus? (WM.) 

k swer: Shortly and simply, the answers are No, 
Yes in Song of Solomon 2:1, and No. However, 

the matter is more complex than that. 
In the hymn, "I Have Found a Friend in Jesus," 

written by Charles W Fry in 18 81, both the first verse 
and the chorus call Jesus "the Lily of the Valley." 

He's the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morn
ing Star; 
He's the fairest of ten thousand to my soul. 

"The Bright and Morning Star" is from Revela
tion 22:16 where Jesus applies that phrase to him
self. "Lily of the Valley" is from Song of Solomon. 

A 1922 hymn written by Ida Guirey and set to 
music by the prolific composer Charles Gabriel asks 
"Jesus, Rose of Sharon" to "bloom within my heart." 

Song of Solomon 2:1 reads, 
I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys. 

Who Is the Rose and the lily? 
As the Song of Solomon presents itself to the reader, 
it is a chronicle of courtship and love. According to 
the most common (and I think correct) understand
ing, it consists of love songs to each other by Solomon, 
"the beloved," and by a woman called the Shulamite 
(6 :13). They are accompanied by occasional lines 
from a group called "the daughters of Jerusalem" 
(2:7; 3:5; 5:8; 8:4). 

Hebrew indicates by word endings the gender of 
the person being spoken to in a way that a literal 
translation into English cannot do without explana
tory notes. Consequently, it is easier to understand in 
Hebrew who is speaking and to whom than in most 
of our English versions. 

In Song 1:16 through 2:1 the Shulamite is speak
ing. The prospective bride, not the bridegroom as it 
would have had to be if the expressions referred to 
Christ, says, 

I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valleys. 

Then the beloved, or Solomon, responds (2:2), 
Like a lily among the thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters. 

The woman calls herself "rose of Sharon" and 
"lily of the valleys." The context indicates she is 
speaking deprecatingly of herself. 

The "rose" is not the flower we call a rose. It is 
possibly the crocus, certainly some prolific wild
flower. The "lily of the valleys" (plural in Hebrew) 
refers to another variety of spring wildflowers that 
grows in abundance in Palestine. 

She is modestly declaring herself unworthy of the 
attentions and love of the king. She is unaccustomed 
to the splendor and wealth of palace life. She is a 
wildflower that has grown up in the countryside. 

She says her suitor-king is "fair" (1: 16, KJV), 
"handsome" (NK]V). Compared to his greatness, she 
is saying, she is insignificant; compared to his come
liness, her beauty is common. 

He, however, takes her comparison of herself to 
the wildflowers and gives it a gallant turn. 

Like a lily among the thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters. 

He compares her beauty to a flower growing 
among the brambles. So beautiful is she, in compari
son all others are thorny weeds. 

A love Poem 
The Song of Solomon is a love poem. It rejoices in 
and glorifies marital love. To our ears it is often em
barrassingly explicit. Two lovers express their appre
ciation for each other's physical charms and for the 
delight they expect in the culmination of their love. 

How fair and how pleasant you are, 
0 love, with your delights! 
This stature of yours is like a palm tree, 
Your breasts are its clusters. 
I said, "I will go up to the palm tree, 
I will take hold of its branches." 
Let now your breasts be like clusters of the vine, 
The fragrance of your breath like apples, 
And the roof of your mouth like the best wine. 

Its message is reminiscent of the message of the 
first part of Hebrews 13:4, "Marriage is honorable 
in all, and the bed undefiled." 
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lot aa Allegory 

The application of "the lily of the valley" and "the 
rose of Sharon" to jesus in our poetry and hymnody 
is due to an allegorical understanding of the Song 
of Solomon. Therefore, the questions asked neces
sarily lead into the more fundamental question of the 
proper interpretation of the Song of Solomon. 

Much of early judaism was uncomfortable with 
the thought of such a frankly erotic book in the canon. 
It was the rabbis who began, probably as early as 5 00 
B.C., to interpret it allegorically. The king was God, 
the Shulamite was Israel. The Song celebrated God's 
love for his people, his bride. 

The prophets often used similar imagery. Hosea 
used his own marriage to picture both God's faithful 
love for Israel and Israel's faithlessness (Hosea 1-3). 
Ezekiel classified Israel's apostasy into idolatry as a 
faithless bride going as a harlot after many lovers 
(Ezek. 16). 

Similarly, in the New Testament, jesus is the 
bridegroom and the church is his bride (Eph. 5:23-
33). 

While any reference to the glory of marriage, in
cluding that of the Song of Solomon, may be used to 
illustrate the relationship of God and his people, or 
of Christ and his church, there is no biblical warrant 
at all for supposing that to be the meaning or origi
nal intent of the Song of Solomon. 

There .. is n~t even a hint of allegorical purpose. It 
is not to be found in the text. It has to be read into 
the text. 

Furthermore, while it is easy to suggest an alle
gorical purpose for the book in general terms, it is 
impossibly awkward to carry it out on a verse-by
verse basis. 

For example, the beloved says to the Shulamite 
(4:5): 

Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
twins of a gazelle, which feed among the lilies. 

One allegorical commentator interprets the 
bride's breasts as the twin graces of faith and love, 
based on 1 Thessalonians 5:8 where those virtues are 
declared to be the believer's breastplate. However, 
why not faith and righteousness from the breastplate 
of Ephesians 6:5? Or the law and the prophets, or the 
Old and New Testaments, or anything else of which 
there are two? 

The problem with allegorical interpretation is 
that the interpreters can make any passage mean 
whatever they want it to mean, without regard for 
what the passage says. 

3 6 ~~c~ound~~~~ 

The Song's Message 

The book names itself in 1:1, "The Song of Songs, 
which is Solomon's." 

"Song of songs" uses a common Hebrew way of 
constructing a superlative. So "holy of holies" equals 
"most holy place," "vanity of vanities" means "as 
empty as can be." Solomon wrote 1,005 songs (1 
Kings 4:32). Calling this his "song of songs" is tanta
mount to saying it is his finest song. 

It declares the ecstasy and beauty of married 
love. Some things are better expressed in poetry than 
in sermon or essay, and love is one of them. 

Marital love is not to be shared with the many; 
husband and wife belong exclusively to one another. 

My beloved is mine and I am his (2:16). 
I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine (6:3). 
I am my beloved's and his desire is toward me 
(7:10). 

The love of a man and wife is not something that 
comes and goes, that one falls out of as easily as into. 

Many waters cannot quench love, 
Nor can the floods drown it (8:7a). 
It surpasses everything else in its value. 
If a man would give for love 
All the wealth of his house, 
It would be utterly despised (8:7b). 

The openly sensual descriptions of each for the 
other harks back to the first man and women in the 
innocence of Eden before sin corrupted what God 
had perfectly made. 

And they were both naked, the man ind his 
wife, and they were not ashamed (Gen. 2:25). 

· Conclusion 
Even if the Song were an allegory of Christ and the 
church, the wrong person is speaking in Song 2:1 for 
the rose and the lily to be Christ. 

However, these phrases are now indelibly im
pressed iri our minds as references to Christ, and it is 
probably pointless to try to remove it. 

In many of our songs we have to exercise "poetic 
license" as we sing. So we can do the same as we sing 
these phrases also. 

jesus, Rose of Sharon, sweeter far to see 
than the fairest flowers on earth could ever be. 
Bloom in radiance and in love within my heart. 

Nothing wrong with that sentiment! 
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The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
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The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the New Testament with 
Invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$19.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
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Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
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Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
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the Bible teaches about the Holy 
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by Guy N. Woods 

. A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
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Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax {979) 553-3721 • jprophet@qulk.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

March 2007 
Firm Foundation 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Members of the church did not write some 
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books are offered because they contain 
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important, but may include some things 
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would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, Is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always rellabl~. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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rape, and your picrure ro Westside Church of 
Christ, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
------------------------------------in Claremore, Oklahoma has an immediate 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ in Buffalo, WY, pop. 4,000 
plus is looking for a sound conservative preacher. 
20 plus members. No elders. Present preacher is 
leaving July 1 after 6 years. Church building scats 
about 150. 3-bdrm house, full basement, 2 'I• baths, 
2-car garage, plus utilities and $1,200/mo. Send 
resume, recorded sermon, brief statement on your 
doctrinal positions on worship, benevolence, 
evangelism, morality, marriage, divorce, and work 
of the Holy Spirit. Send ro Church of Christ, 111 
Fort Street, Buffalo, WY 82834. Doug Stahl, (307) 
684-7938. cocbuffalo@vcn.com 

Spiritually matured, full-time minister wanted for 
small (25 +) congregation. 3-bd, 2-bath house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send resume with 
references, photo, audio or video to Bill j ohnson, 
116 Miller Ave., Louisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773-5820. Located 30 miles from Mississippi Stare 
Univ. and Magnolia Bible College. 

The lOth & Rockford church of Christ in Tulsa, 
OK is seeking a fu ll-time associate minister who is 
dedicated to the truth and can preach, reach, 
evangelize, and work with the youth. We are a 
congregation of 200 + members with elders, 
deacons, and a pulpit minister. We are commined 
to sound doctrine and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates should send their 
resume, references, and a raped sermon to 1Oth & 
Rockford church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 ATT: Elders or email your resume 
to RockfordCofC@aol.com 

The Church of Christ at Richwood, a small 
congregation com mined to the gospel, is seeking a 
full-rime preacher. We will furnish a salary, plus a 
4 bdrm, 2-bath brick home. Richwood is on rhe 
Gulf Coast about 50 mi les south of Houston, TX, 
on Hwy 288. Contact Mike Haschke (979-297-
4259, mhaschke@earthlink.net) or Gil Yoder (281-
541-7591, yoder@oabs.org) for more information. 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in the spirirual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class reachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
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admin istration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, reaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Cente r. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info abour our city is 
available at v.ww.ci.lufkin.tx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Chrisr,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
cenrralcofc@cox-interner.com 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
rime preacher/ minister. The congregation is 
com mitted to the faithfu l inte rpretation of 
Scriprures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Westside Church of Christ located in a rural town 
(pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as their local minist~r/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem
bers in a progressive fa rming/ranching regi on. 
This church has its own building and home. 
Marure applicants must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send resume, copy of sermon 
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Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories, and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color Illustrations 

$19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

opening for a spirirually marure young man/family 
ro work wirh a well established youth/parent 
group. We are a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send resume ro receive an information packer 
and questionnaire for the position to 319 E. Blue 
Starr , Claremore, OK 74017 or e-mail ro 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
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~Bibles 
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~Correspondence Course 
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'Victory 
8ver 

tJrials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 6.15% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general introduction to Minor Prophets, then 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, various interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outline for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning ol each passage and verse. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one ohen 
referred to lor understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hardback ............................ $19.95 

$4.00 slh • Texas residents add 6.2§% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Y o.u. eaK do. it! 

Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 
•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

•How to Do It!- $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It! - $14.95 
Teacher 's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It! -$7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

•You CAN LIVE It!- $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 
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Mormonism 
by Homer Halley 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 • $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335·3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so Immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0·8010·7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11 .99 • $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-801 0· 
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11 .99 • $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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Musical Instruments in the Temple 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

Aargument often made for the use of musical 
instruments in worship is that by worship
ping in the temple early Christians showed 

they had no problem with their being used in wor
ship. A proof text states, "So continuing daily with 
one a~cord the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart" (Acts 2:46; NKJV). 

Some things that are assumed are not stated in 
the above passage- that Christians were: 

• Assembling in the area of the temple where 
Jews were worshiping. 

• Worshiping where musical instruments were 
being used. 

• Giving approval of musical instruments by as
sembling in the temple. 

• Meeting during the time of day when the 
Levites were singing with musical instrumentals. 

These assumptions have at least four major flaws. 

Apostles' Teaching 
First- Instead of engaging in Jewish practices, 

early Christians continued to observe what Jesus 
commanded as taught by the apostles (Matt. 28 :20; 
Acts 2:42). The apostles could not have taught 
Christians in an assembly that included Jewish lead
ers, for they threatened and flogged the apostles for 
preaching Jesus in the temple (Acts 4: 1-3, 17-18, 21; 
5:28, 33, 40). 

Neither example nor command to use musical 
instruments is found in the writings of the apostles. 
If such are not found, then early Christians were nei
ther using nor approving them, consequently, musi
cal instruments cannot be used based on apostolic 
authority. 

Where They Met 

Second - Christians met in Solomon's porch, not in 
the section of the temple where the Levites sang with 
musical instruments. Herod's temple complex was 
not like a large, modern church auditorium where all 
the worshipers gathered in one place. Josephus de
scribed the external dimensions of the temple as fol
lows: 

According to Josephus (Ant xv.11.3 [400], 
each side was about 180m. (600ft) long (500 
cubits, according to the Mish. Middoth ii.l, 
though here we may suspect the influence of 
Ezk. 41 :20). (The International Standard . 
Bible Encylopedia, Vol. Four, Q-Z, fully re
vised, 1988, p. 771). 

The temple complex, which was 600 feet by 600 
feet, was larger than four football fields. Its outer 
walls enclosed four inner sections of the temple: the 
sanctuary that was in the upper court, which was ad
jacent to the woman's court. These were inside the 
outer most court, the large Gentile's court. 

In the upper court was the temple sanctuary (30 
by 90 feet), which included the holy place (30 by 60 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Marriage 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Bble-believing people know that the first 
marriage took place in Eden between 
Adam and Eve with Jehovah officiating. 

That wedding was the world's first official cer
emony of any kind. Here are the factors: 

One man 
One woman 
The Creator 
God joined the one man and the one 

woman together, and they became one flesh 
The marriage was permanent 
At the first marriage ceremony, Jehovah God brought the 

woman to the man (Gen. 2:22). 
The man said, ~'This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 

flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of 
Man" (Gen. 2:23). 

Jehovah God said, "Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh" (Gen. 2:24 and Matt. 19:4-6). 

Jehovah God also said, "What therefore God hath joined to
gether, let not man put asunder" (Matt. 19:6). 

The entire transaction was beautiful and powerful in its sim
plicity. It was straightforward and uncomplicated, and therefore 
understandable. 

After the expulsion from Eden, sinful man kicked around and 
desecrated marriage. God put up with some abuses of wedlock be
cause of the hardness of man's heart (Matt. 19:8). Jehovah al
lowed Moses to sanction some divorce and remarriage, but "from 
the beginning" it was not so. 

Yet, Jehovah upheld the sanctity of marriage. 
The ten words Jehovah pronounced from the summit of Sinai 

were Ten Commandments. The fifth commandment was "Honor 
your father and your mother that your days may be long upon the 
land'' (Exod. 20: 12). God established parents as the authority fig
ures in the family unit. Children get their first, impressions about 
God from their parents. Paul called this "the f~rst commandment 
with promise," because it includes the expectation of a happy life 
and length of days (Eph. 6:2). This holy command makes it plain 
that God expected a family unit to consist of (1) a father, (2) a 
mother and, (3) children, which agrees with the arrangement for 
the first family - Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel, Seth, and other sons 
and daughters. Husband, wife, and their offspring make a family. 



!he parents ar~ burdened with the obligation to train their young 
m the way of nghteousness. This is the duty of every parent. Par
ents may use educational institutions to assist in teaching their 
young nece.ssary skills, but the responsibility is still on the parents. 

The children have the responsibility of honoring their father 
and mother, which includes obeying them (Eph. 6:1). The father is 
to bring his children up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord 
(Eph. 6:4). It is the obligation of the parents to insist on their pa
rental authority. The children must honor their parent's right to 
command and enforce obedience. 

Under the Law of Moses, because of the hardness of the 
people's heart, God permitted divorce for any cause. 

Under the new covenant of Jesus there was a return to the pris
tine purpose of marriage - one man and one woman for life -
no putting away. There may have been exceptions, but exceptions 
do not destroy the law, but rather confirm it. You cannot have an 
exception to law when there is no law; therefore exceptions prove 
there is a law. 

Under the law of the spirit of life in Jesus an exception was 
permitted (Matt. 19:9). "Whosoever shall put away his wife, ex
cept for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adul
tery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away committeth 
adultery." 

In the "borders of Judea beyond the Jordan" Jesus gave an ex
ception to the permanency and indissolubility of the marriage cov
enant between one man and one woman. The solitary exception 
was fornication {porneia - any sexual dysfunction) . 

We are not told why Jesus made fornication an exception to 
the durability of marriage, but he did. In the sacred intimacy of the 
marriage union, sexual immorality makes the innocent wife or the 
husband vulnerable. The world of Jesus day did not have the infor
mation about the dangers of sexually transmitted diseases that we 
have, especially HIV and AIDS, but the mighty maker knows all 
and he stipulated sexually immorality as the only cause for divorce 
and remarriage. We cannot say with certainty, but it is distinctly 
possible that Jesus was protecting the innocent. Of course, some 
men and some women may be guilty of promiscuity and not be 
discovered, but if it becomes known, there is an option for the 
blameless member of the union. Otherwise, marriage is inviolate. 

Paul mentions death as a terminus for the marriage contract 
(Rom. 7 :2). That is obvious. If you and another person make a 
contract and one of you dies, the survivor is free from the con
tract, which is just sanctified common sense. Paul uses this ex
ample (not to comment on marriage covenants), but to teach a les
son about the termination of the Mosaic covenant and the inaugu
ration of the new covenant. 

Well, that's about it. We must .believe and teach that marriage 
is a sacred uniorl of one man and one woman for life. There are 
two exceptions, but let us deal with them as exceptions and not as 
rules. · 

What the unmarried young people of the world need to hear is 
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that Almighty God says that marriage is holy (honor
able) and the bed is to be undefiled (Heb. 13:4). 

What Is the Problem? 
Why all this hullabaloo over marriage? The simple 
answer is there are many who would insult something 
holy. The motives are varied and some are squalid, but 
all are real. The bottom line is to knock the props from 
under marriage and let it fall into ignominy. 

Good people may seek to relax stem rules. The 
reasons for this are many. It may be personal plea
sure, or excusing someone we love dearly, or the out
cropping of ignorance, or bewilderment caused by a 
clever manipulator of· divine truth, or sympathy for 
suffering, or rebellion, or some other reason. What
ever the motive may be, the facts are stubborn and 
cannot easily be disposed. 

The most obvious reason to disregard marriage 
law is personal problems brought about by intrac
table people bent on manipulating the defenseless. 
We all see this and sympathize, but must not be 
tempted to compromise divine law. Some relief is 
given in 'Paul's inspired statement, "But unto the 
married I give charge, yea not I, but the Lord, That 
the wife depart not from her husband (but should 
she depart, let her remain unmarried, or else be rec
onciled to ·her husband); and that the husband leave 
not his wife".(1 Cor 7:10-11). The husband has no 
license. However, if the wife finds herself in an intol
erable and unsupportable situation, she may leave 
her husband, but has only two options .•. (1) remain 
unmarried, and (2) be reconciled to her husband. 
This is not a case of remarriage ... it is a case of sepa
ration from a tyrannical and abusive mate. 
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That, my friends, is it, beyond which there is no 
other it. 

We have not solved the problem of why some 
folks want to change the laws of God and man to ac
commodate sexual perversity. 

We should understand that marriage (family) is 
the basic building block of society.· From the begin
ning, Jehovah put a premium on family, and Jesus re
iterated it because it is so basic to human peace and 
happiness. If the family is secure, then all is well; if 
the family is destroyed, hell breaks loose. 

If the family is close-knit - supportive and loyal 
-children are secure, the wife is happy, and the hus
band is pleased. An ideal home, which is what God 
wants us to have, is the inevitable result. 

The Bugaboo 
The monster that rears his ugly is ... perverts seek to 
take over and rearrange the furniture. His basic argu
ment is freedom and equal rights. 

There are limits to liberty . . • if not, there is no 
liberty. Someone has pointed out that my .liberty to 
swing my fist around in the air ends where the other 
person's nose begins. 

I have liberty to drive my car, but not if I endan
ger others. 

If we take all limits off liberty, we descend to the 
survival of the fittest, which brings shame and ruin. 
The strong, the young, and the evil prevail. The rest 
lose even the· right to property and peaceful exist
ence. Removing all limits from liberty destroys lib
erty itself. The criminal reigns supreme, and the re
sponsible citizens are deprived. 

When every man does that which is right in his 
own eyes, calamity is certain. "The way of a fool is 
right in his own eyes" (Prov. 12: 15). Therefore, we 
are fools when we follow that which is right in our 
own eyes. 

We must only do that which is right in the eyes of 
Jehovah (Deut. 13:18). Man cannot direct his own 
steps and must not attempt it Oer. 10: 12). Attempt
ing to do that which is right in our own eyes brings 
death (Prov. 14:12). God's ways ar~ not our ways, 
nor our thoughts his thoughts (lsa. $5:8-9). 

To follow the homosexual agenda of ignoring di
vine precepts about marriage at;1d family, is to pull 
heaped up misery down on our heads. _ 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation;. But sin is a re-
proach to any people." P.O. Box 690192 

Houston# 1X 77269-0192 
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Musical Instruments in the Temple 
(continued on page 5) 

feet) that only the priests and Levites could enter, 
and the most holy place (30 by 30 feet) that only the 
high priest could enter once a year. The more than 
3,000 Christians (Acts 2:41) could neither have as
sembled in the sanctuary of the temple where the 
priests alone could go nor could they have crowded 
into it. 

Between the upper court and the woman's court 
were the fifteen steps where the Levites sang with 
musical instruments during the morning and evening 
sacrifices. 

Fifteen steps led up to the Upper Court, 
which was bounded by a wall, and where was 
the celebrated Nicanor Gate, covered with 
Corinthian brass. Here the Levites, who con
ducted the musical part of the service, were 
placed (Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times 
of jesus the Messiah, p. 245 .). 

This is confirmed by the Jewish Mishna: 
And Levites without numbers with harps, lyres, 
cymbals, and trumpets and other musical in
struments were there upon the fifteen steps 
leading down from the court of the Israelites 
to the court of the women, corresponding to 
the fifteen songs of ascents in the Psalms [120-
134]. It was upon these [and not at the side of 
the altar where they performed at the time of 
the offering of sacrifices] that the Levites stood 
with their instruments of music and sang their 
songs (Everett Ferguson, A Cappela Music in 
Public Worship of the Church, Abilene Texas, 
Biblical Research Press, 1972, p. 31; quoted 
from a translation of The Mishna by Herbert 
Dandy, London: Oxford University Press, 
1933). 

The walled woman's court and the upper court 
were inside the large Gentiles' court from which 
Jesus drove the Jews who were buying and selling 
animals (Matt. 21:12; Mark 11:15; Luke 19:45; 
John 2:14). Solomon's porch, approximately 600 
feet long, where Christians met (Act 5: 12} was open 
to the Gentile court on one side and enclosed by the 
outer wall on the other side. 

By meeting in Solomon's porch, Christians could 
assemble without seeing or hearing the Jewish ser
vices. Walls and more than 300 feet, a football field 
length, separated the assembled Christians from the 
animal sacrifices and the fifteen steps where the 

Levites were singing and playing instruments. When 
they entered the temple, they could pass through the 
outer gates and walk across the Gentile court to 
Solomon's porch without coming near to the place 
where Jewish religious ceremonies were being con
ducted. 

The Levites sang with instruments during the 
morning and evening sacrifices (Exod. 29:38-42; 
Num. 28:3, 4; 1 Chron. 16:40-42). It is not a fat
gone conclusion that Christians met during these 
times, for they had at least eight hours between the 
morning and evening sacrifices when they could 
meet. 

Christians met in the temple because they needed 
a large meeting place, like Solomon's porch, and not 
because they desired to worship where the Jews were 
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worshiping. The burden of proof is on thos~ ':"ho 
claim that by meeting in the temple Chrtst1ans 
showed that they were not against musical instru
ments being used in worship. 

Third - If Christians saw nothing wrong with 
worshiping in the temple where the Levites were 
singing with instruments, the same would have been 
true concerning their assembling where animal sacri
fices were being used in worship, for the musical ren
ditions were associated with the animal sacrifices. 
Their attitude toward the one would have been the 
same as their attitude toward the other. 

When David brought the Ark of the Covenant 
into the tabernacle, he worshiped with singing, in
strumental music, dancing, and animal sacrifices (1 
Chron. 15:17 -29). Solomon did the same, except for 
dancing, when he brought the ark into the temple (2 
Chron. 5:11-14). After this he prayed. "Now when 
Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from 
heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sac
rifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple" 
(2 Chron. 7:1). 

The ceremony continued with Solomon and all 
the people worshiping in the temple by sacrificing 
hundreds of oxen and sheep to the Lord while the 
Levites played musical instruments (2 Chron. 7:5 -7). 
If God showed his approval of musical instruments 
in worship, thus acceptable for Christian worship, by 
filling the temple with a cloud (2 Chron. 5:13, 14 ), 
as some have argued, then God's lighting the sacri
fice and his glory filling the temple when animals 
were sacrificed (2 Chron. 7: 1) sh~wed his approval 
of them in worship, hence meaning they are all right 
for Christian worship. If not, why not? 

Some would object to this line of argument by 
contending that the New Testament teaches that 
Jesus' sacrifice replaced animal sacrifices but no
where states that musical instruments are no longer 
to be used. Sin sacrifices were replaced by the death 
of Jesus (Heb. 5:1-3; 7:27; 9:9-14; 24-28; 10:1-18), 
but what passage in the New Testament specifically 
states that worship sacrifices were abolished? 

Worship offerings such as thank, freewill, first 
fruit, and peace offerings were as prevalent as sin 
sacrifices. Neither Jesus, the book of Acts, nor any 
other New Testament documents specifically state 
that worship sacrifices were abolished. If a specific 
statement must be made before an Old Testament 
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practice is not to be used, then worship sacrifices are 
still acceptable to God. However, the statement that 
the "first" was replaced by the "second" (Heb. 10:9) 
is proof that not only worship with animal sacrifices 
was abolished, but that the complete Old Testament 
sacrificial and worship systems were set aside. The 
only way to bring any practice of the Old Testament 
into Christian worship is to find that practice taught 
in the New Testament. 

Singers Were Male Levites 

Fourth - Male members (not women) of the tribe of 
Levi (2 Chron. 5: 12; 35:14, 15; Neh. 11 :22) were the 
only ones who sang with musical instruments during 
the animal sacrifices (1 Chron. 15:16-26; 2 Chron. 
5:6-14; 29:27-35; 35:13-16). If temple worship can 
be used as a pattern, then singing and playing of in
strument should be done only by male Levites. 

Other Considerations 

Some argue that Christians should feel free to prac
tice what they read in the book of Psalms about wor
shiping with musical instruments. If this is true, then 
Christians should follow the statements in Psalms 
concerning the use of animal sacrifices in worship 
(Pss. 20:1-3; 50:7, 8; 51:18, 19; 66:13-15; 96:8, 9; 
see also Jer. 17:26; 33:1518). David wrote that he 
would "offer in His tent [tabernacle] sacrifices with 
shouts of joy" (Ps. 27 :6; NASB). Christians also 
should praise God with a "two-edged sword in their 
hands, to execute vengeance on the nations, and 
punishment on the peoples; to bind their kings with 
chains and their nobles with fetters of iron, to ex
ecute on them the written judgment" (Ps. 149:6b-9a; 
NKJV). If musical instrument should be accepted in 
worship based on Psalms, so also should animal sac
rifices and swords for vengeance. 

Altars for Sauifice 

Altars for worship sacrifices were used before the 
Law (Gen. 8 :20), during the Law age (Exod. 20:24; 
24:4-6; 27:1-6), and were seen in heavenly visions 
by John while he was on the Island of Patmos (Rev. 
6:9; 8:3, 5; 9: 13; 11: 1; 14: 18; 16: 7). If Christians 
can use musical instruments because they were used 
in worship before the Law commanded in the Old 
Testament and pictured in the book of Revelation, 
then they can use sacrifice altars in worship. If any
one should respond that the altar in the book of Rev
elation is symbolical; then musical instruments 
should also be considered symbolical. 



Synagogues 
All historical evidence indicates that Christians wor
shi~ped without musical instruments for many ce~
turtes after the beginning of the church. Everett 
Ferguson wrote, "Recent studies put the introduc
tion of instrumental music even later than the dates 
found in reference books. It was perhaps as late as 
the tenth century when the organ was played as part 
of the service" (Ferguson, ibid., 81 ). 

Some explain that the reason for non-use of musi
cal instruments in worship by Christians was that they 
were influenced by Jewish synagogues where instru
ments were not used. They gathered in homes (Rom. 
16:3-6; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Philem. 2) instead of 
Jewish synagogues. Even though they came out of 
Judaism, they were guided by the apostles instead of 
Jewish practices and traditions. The question then is: 
Were early Christians influenced by temple worship 

to look favorably on musical instrument or the syna
gogue to turn against them? The answer is neither. 
Apostolic teaching, not Jewish customs, was what 
governed Christian worship. 

Conclusion 
No conclusive argument can be made that Christians 
associated with, accepted, or used instrumental mu
sic based on their assembling in the temple. Even 
though Christians gathered there for a short period 
of time before persecution scattered them (Acts 8:1), 
they met in Solomon's porch, a meeting place far re
moved and isolated from the singing and playing of 
musical instruments and animal sacrifices. Instead of 
following Jewish practices, Christians continued in 
the apostles teaching (Acts 2:42:). Christians should 
do the same today. 305 W. Maryland Ave. 

She~ AR 72120 
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Are All Christians 
Members of the Church of Christ? 

By Raymond Elliott 

our answer will be determined by how you 
erceive the church of our Lord. Was the 
Church of Christ" begun in the early part of 

the 19th century by the leadership of men like Alex
ander Campbell, Barton W. Stone and others? If so, 
then your answer would have to be "no" because the 
"Church of Christ" would simply be an addition to 
the already scores of other denominations that have 
existed for years both in this country and in other 
parts of the world. Consequently, to claim to be the 
"only church" would be the height of religious arro
gance and bigotry. Only narrow-minded people 
would make such a claim because the "Church of 
Christ" would only be a part of the whole body of 
Christ. 

Some would even propose that a person could be 
a Christian without ever "joining" a denomination, 
including the "Church of Christ." Many of our most 
influential brethren who claim that the Church of 
Christ is simply a part of the whole, that is, a denomi
nation among others, teach that there are "devout 
and knowledgeable Christians" in all denominations 

and based upon the assumption that the "Church of 
Christ" is merely a product of the Restoration Move
ment they are absolutely correct. What right do we 
have to assert that the "Church of Christ" is better 
than other religious groups if the church is merely a 
man-made organization? The audacity of a 
"Campbellite" telling a disciple of Luther or Calvin 
that "my denomination is better than your denomi
nation." It must be understood that my tribe is just 
one among many tribes and that we are all on the 
same ship heading for glory land. Based upon the 
premise that the church is simply a denomination 
each believer has the right to choose his/her favorite 
religious organization to join. 

Now let us go back to the question, "Are all Chris
tians members of the church of Christ?" and make 
every effort to answer it according to the teachings of 
the New Testament of Jesus Christ. Or we might ask, 
"Are all the saved members of the church of Christ?" 

Our Lord promised in Matthew 16:13-19 that 
he would build (establish) his church. And this he did 
on the day of Pentecost following his ascension (Acts 
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2). The apostles preached for the first time the gos
pel of Christ. When many of the hearers believed in 
what was being preached regarding Jesus of Naza
reth who had been crucified, they cried out and in
quired as to what they should do and they were in
structed by Peter to "repent and let every one of you 
be baptized in the name of jesus Christ for the remis
sion of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit'' (Acts 2:38). In verse 41 we read that about 
3,000 souls were baptized on that day and were 
added to the number of believers. Then we read in 
verse 4 7 that "the Lord added to the church daily 
those who were being saved., 

It must be understood, therefore, when an indi
vidual, as a penitent believer is baptized into Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, he/she is added to 
the church of our Lord. 

If the Lord adds the saved to his church, that 
means all the unsaved remain outside of his spiritual 
body which is the church of Jesus Christ (Col. 1:18; 
Eph. 1:22-23). 

Furthermore, the apostle Paul wrote in Ephesians 
4:4· that there is ''one body.,, Denominationalism as 
we understand it today did not exist when Jesus es
tablished his church. It is true that the spirit of sec
tarianism existed in the church in the city of Corinth 
(1 Cor. 1:1 0-17), but Paul condemned such and he 
corrected the unscriptural practice of Christians call
ing themselves after different men. 

A major thrust of the Restoration Movement that 
began in this country in the first part of the 19m cen
tury was to lead believers to be Christians only -
and to be one in the teaching and practice of the 
word of God. The intent of the leaders of this move
ment was not to begin another denomination but 
simply to be the church of our Lord. 
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Also we should understand that this was not 
the only effort to restore New Testament Christianity 
because many efforts had been made over the in
tervening centuries to be followers of the Lord and 
his teachings. In fact there were congregations exist
ing in this country before the influence of Thomas 
and Alexander was ever felt in the religious com
munity. For example the Rocky Springs congrega
tion near Bridgeport, Ala., was begun in 1803. Tho
mas Campbell did not come to American until 
1807. There were also congregations existing in the 
state of Tennessee before the Campbells came to 
America. The truth is that one can be a Christian with
out ever joining a denomination. 

Whenever brethren declare that there are "de
vout, knowledgeable Christians, in the denomina
tions, they have a misconception of the teaching of 
the New Testament regarding the undenominational 
nature of the church of Jesus Christ. 

The fact is when a person who believes jesus is 
the Son of God, repents of his sins and confesses that 
Jesus is the Son of God and is baptized into jesus 
Christ to obtain the remissions of sins, that indi
vidual is saved by the blood of the Lamb and is 
added to the body (church) of Jesus Christ. 

It is the Lord who saves and does the adding of 
that person to the church. The individual doing the 
baptizing or the place where the baptism takes place 
are of no significance. The emphasis is on the one 
being baptized. The real problem exists when a per
son who is baptized joins a religious organization not 
authorized by the New Testament. 

He should associate with others who have 
obeyed the commands of the gospel and worship and 
work with them and not become a member of a de
nomination. 

For example when the jailer and his household 
and Lydia and her household were baptized in 
Philippi, they constituted the church of jesus Christ 
in that city (Acts 16:13-16, 30-35). 

Today when missionaries travel into the remote 
areas of Guyana and teach people of jesus Christ and 
baptize the believers unto the remission of their sins, 
the Lord adds them to his church. There is no reason 
whatsoever for these believers to seek out a denomi
nation to join because they comprise the church of 
jesus Christ in their village. 

One of the hardest lessons to be understood in 
our world and in our time is the undenominational 
nature of the church of Christ. This problem exists 
because a person is born today into a world of reli-



gious division with thousands of denominations ex
isting, even in our own country. No wonder a 'truth 
seeker' becomes confused when considering a 
church to join. How wonderful it would be if all be
lievers in Jesus Christ would stand as one and go 
forth with the gospel of Christ into the entire world 
with the message of salvation. This is the desire of 
our Lord as he prayed for such in John 17:20-
21. How sad that some of our own brethren are 
adding to the confusion when they teach that the 
church of Jesus Christ is simply a denomination. 

It should be the sincere desire of every Christian 
that men and women from every region of this world 
would come to the knowledge of the truth and be 
saved (2 Tim. 2:4). 

Let us make every effort to lead people to Jesus 
so they may be saved by his precious blood and the 
grace of our Heavenly Father (Eph. 1:7; Rev. 1 :5). 
Let us not grow weary and become discouraged in 
our efforts (Gal. 6:9). 
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Satan Can Hide in Plain View 
By Larry R. Scott 

A creatures have some type of defense or cam
ouflage that allows them to conceal them
selves even when in plain view. Some insects 

have an uncanny knack for hiding. For instance, the 
walking stick and the praying mantis have the ability 
to be seemingly motionless while their prey suspects 
nothing. God has made some butterflies, moths, and 
caterpillars in such a way that they blend in with 
their surroundings or appear to be another insect 
that has a very bad taste. Reptiles like snakes have an 
added ability to adapt to their surroundings and 
blend in. Chameleons can change their colors. Some 
brightly colored birds can appear to be part of a tree 
or bush. Snow rabbits can give the appearance of be
ing like a snow drift. For all of man's hunting exper
tise, the deer often outsmarts us and hides right in 
front of us. Some spiders can spin such fine threads 
that they can only be seen in the morning light when 
they have caught the night's pearly dew and an un
suspecting bug. The ant lion makes a trap and waits 
for its next meal. The trap door spider waits for a 
new guest to come within its reach. 

We appreciate the handiwork of our Creator, and 
we can learn so much from it. When it comes to 
learning of the wiles of the devil, though, we must 
look to God's word, the Bible, for the answers. God 
does not cause any man to sin. Each individual who 
has reached the age of accountability must make his 
own choices and live with the consequences of those 
decisions, whether they are good or bad. The most 
important ble$sing found in the death, burial, and 

resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ, is the for
giveness of our past sins. When we allow ourselves 
to be lowered in the watery grave of baptism for the 
remission of our sins, our past sins are washed away 
by his precious blood. Mter becoming a new creature 
in Christ we have the opportunity to begin each new 
day as a new day free from sin's stain. During the 
course of a day each of us is tempted to do that 
which we know is wrong to do. How are we to 
know? How are we to overcome? 

Satan doesn't call us up at the beginning of the 
day and say, '~t 2:00 o'clock this afternoon I'm go
ing to tempt you to curse, because someone is going 
to cut you off in traffic." Nor does he say to the teen
ager, "I am going to tempt you to take that first 
smoke, when you go out on a date tonight." He 
doesn't tell you or me that he is going to tempt us to 
steal, lie, or be dishonest in a business deal. He 
doesn't tell us he is going to tempt us by allowing 
someone to dress inappropriately and thus cause us 
to lust. Satan has the ability to disguise himself and 
make himself even appear to be an angel of light. 
James tells us, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you" Uames 
4:7). Be forewarned. Satan is alive and active and 
wants very much to snatch our souls out of the hands 
of God and cause us to be lost eternally! 
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(This is the beginning of a new series of articles dealing with the Holy Spirit- especially baptism in (with) 
the Holy Spirit. The study is careful, precise, and thorough. You will enjoy and benefit from this discussion.) 

Holy Spirit 
By Frazier Conley 

Chapter 1 
lntrodudion 

... we did not so much as hear whether the Holy Spirit was given (Acts 19:2 ASV) 

W at is the object or goal of the following 
discussion, what is the subject? The sub
ject is, "Holy Spirit baptism." Why does 

it come up for discussion? It is a New Testament 
phrase about which conflicting ideas are expressed 
- and because it is a good starting point for under
standing the whole doctrine of the Spirit. 

The following is a complete list of the passages 
where the phrase is used: 

• Matthew 3:11: "I indeed baptize you in water 
unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 
bear: he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in 
fire:" 

• Mark 1:8: I baptized you in water; but he shall 
baptize you in the Holy Spirit. 

• Luke 3:16: John answered, saying unto them 
all, I indeed baptize you with water; but there 
cometh he that is mightier than the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize 
you in the Holy Spirit and in fire. 

• john 1:33: And I knew him not: but he that 
sent me to baptize in water, he said unto me. Upon 
whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descending and 
abiding upon him, the same is he that baptizeth in 
the Holy Spirit. . 

• Acts 1:5: For John indeed baptized with water; 
but ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many 
days hence. 

• Acts 11:16: And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he said, John indeed baptized with water: 
but ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

Some would add 1 Corinthians 12:13, "For in 
one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and 
were all made to drink of one Spirit." Later, how
ever, I will show that this passage does not belong in 
the list, at least not as it is usually interpreted. 

10 
What are some of the diverse ideas Bible students 
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have when they speak of being "baptized in the Holy 
Spirit?" The following list summarizes several of 
these: 

• Some will say that it is the Holy Spirit entering 
into a person and bringing him "regeneration." It is 
salvation, as they suppose, that is accomplished. 

• Similarly, others hold it is the saving presence 
or action of the Holy Spirit at baptism - water be
ing the external part of the baptism and the Spirit the 
internal part. Some of these will teach that the Holy 
Spirit in baptism is "non-miraculous." Others will 
say that it sometimes, or always, involves miracle 
power. 

• People who hold the "Pentecostal" viewpoint 
will affirm that at conversion one receives an ind
welling of the Spirit. Then, subsequent to conver
sion, Christians should seek to receive power from 
the Holy Spirit. The empowerment must involve 
speaking in "unknown tongues." This, they say, is 
Holy Spirit baptism. 

• Still others explain that the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit is a special measure of power (the "bap
tismal" measure), bestowed exclusively on the 
apostles and the house of Cornelius. 
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Are any of these correct? The thesis here is that 
none of them is exactly right. The following state
ment is Holy Spirit baptism in a nutshell. The re
mainder of the discussion in this book will set forth a 
defense of the following definition in the context of 
the larger New Testament theology of the Spirit: 

Holy Spirit baptism is that event of the first cen
tury in which God gave divine notice to the world of 
the commencement of the age of salvation in Christ. 
He did so by imparting to a large number of people a 
variety of extraordinary Holy Spirit empowerments, 
including especially prophetic proclamation. This 
event was initiated on the day of Pentecost, as de
picted in Acts 2. It ceased with the fading of the ap
ostolic period. The manifestations were not only at
tention getting, but also served to advance and con
firm the gospel. Receiving the Holy Spirit in this of
fice though associated with an attitude receptive to 
the gospel was not the means or the instrument of 
one's personal salvation; nor was it the Pauline doc
trine of the indwelling Spirit; rather, it was simple 
empowerment. 

Here it is suggested that one should not say, 
"Holy Spirit baptism" but, the Holy Spirit baptism." 
It was a specific event, which had a beginning and an 
ending. 

Tile Spirit received for empowering proclamation 
To confirm the distinction made in Acts between re
ception of the Holy Spirit and salvation itself, one 
first needs to look carefully at Luke 4:18-19. There 
Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1-2: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor: He hath sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives, And recovering of sight to the 
blind. To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. . 

The Messiah receives the Spirit in order to 
preach or proclaim the good news of salvation, the 
arrival of the acceptable year of the Lord. He did not 
receive the Spirit for his own personal sanctification 
or for imparting the Spirit to others for indwelling 
sanctification. Throughout the gospel of Luke and 

• One should notice John the Baptist (Luke 1:14-17); Elizabeth (Luke 
1:41-45); Zechariah (Luke 1:67-79); Simeon (Luke 2:25-35); Jesus 
(Luke 4:14-15, cf. 16-21; 10:21-22); disciples (Luke 12:12); the Twelve 
(Acts 1:8; 24ff, cf 2:17ff: 4:8ff, 31: l0:19ff, 34ff; 11:12, 14); Stephen 
(Acts 6:5, S-tOff; 7:tff, cf. 7:51); Philip (8:29ff; Paul (9:17, 20); the 
house of Cornelius (10:44-46); Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:2, 4ff); and 
the Ephesian 12 (Acts 19:6). Other Luke-Acts material could be cited 
which suggest something similar. 

the book of Acts the Spirit was received by persons, 
and then it is specified that the recipients as a result 
proclaimed and preached the gospel.1 The gospel of 
salvation is proclaimed through the empowerment of 
the Spirit. Salvation comes when the hearer of the 
proclamation responds obediently to what is pro
claimed. 

In this connection one should especially note 
Luke 24:46-49; Acts 2:38-39; and 5:31-32. In Luke 
24 forgiveness of sins upon repentance is first men
tioned (24:46-47). Then separately the conferral 
upon the apostles empowering them for preaching is 
noted (24:48-49). The preaching of salvation by the 
Spirit is not the salvation. The same order and dis
tinction is in Acts 2:38-39. Peter first proclaims re
pentance and baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for 
remission of sins. Then he mentions the reception of 
the Spirit- a reception that in Luke's gospel and the 
book of Acts, time and again, is an empowerment for 
proclamation. In Acts 5:30-32 first there is the proc
lamation of the gospel, the promise of repentance, 
and the forgiveness based thereon. Second, there is 
the mention of the Spirit who empowers testimony. 
The role of the Spirit is to empower the proclama
tion, not to indwell directly and sanctify by his pres
ence, as described in Paul's letters. The forgiveness 
or salvation comes when the gospel is preached and 
the correct response follows - repentance and bap
tism. In summary, one (a) learns about the salvation 
from preaching inspired by the Spirit: (b) and onere
sponds to the preaching and obtains forgiveness by a 
penitent baptism in ·the name of Jesus Christ. The 
two matters are not identical. 

As noted, among the powers bestowed during the 
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period of the Holy Spirit baptism was the gift of i~pi
ration, prophetic utterance. Inspiration was a special 
empowerment, although it was not technically "mi
raculous." Nevertheless miracles, manifestations, pre
dictions, and tongues usually accompanied inspira
tion, which authenticated the inspiration. 

low confened? 

If the baptism in the Holy Spirit consisted of a wide
spread bestowal of special Holy Spirit powers con
ferred upon the inaugural generation of the church, 
how was the power imparted? Certain principles, set 
forth especially in Acts, arise from the New Testa
ment description. 

It will be shown that: 
(1) the extraordinary empowerment was con

ferred direaly (without apostolic hands) only upon 
the twelve at Pentecost, and the house of Cornelius; 

(2) through apostolic hands alone was such 
power conferred to others (Cornelius received the 
"same" gift as the aposdes so far as the manner of re
ception - direct from heaven - but not the mea
sure of power given to the apostolic office, which in
cluded the ability to confer gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
others by laying on of hands); 
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(3) the power necessarily ceased with the apos
tolic age; and (very important); 

(4) the reception of such power was only indi
rectly related to individual personal salvation. 

Basic fads. 

Here are some basic facts about Holy Spirit baptism. 
As noted, the expression "baptize in the Holy Spirit" 
or its verbal equivalent occurs only six times in scrip
ture (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8: Luke 3:16; John 1:33; 
Acts 1:5; 11: 16). Acts has the most to say about it
the expression itself however occurs in Acts only in 
quotations from Jesus. The author of Acts, in his 
own usage, wanted to reserve the word baptize for 
(water) immersion. Instead, Luke speaks of the Holy 
Spirit baptism typically by such phrases as "filled 
with the Spirit." 

The first reference in Acts states: 
.•• he charged them not to depart from Jerusa
lem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which said he, ye heard &om me: For John in
deed baptized with water; but ye shall be bap
tized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence ••• 
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall be my wit
nesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the end of the earth (Acts 1:4-5, 8). 

Note the following facts from these verses: 
(1) The baptism in the Holy Spirit was "the 

promise of the Father." 
(2) It would occur, for the apostles, within a few 

days. 
(3) This event would bring to its recipients an 

empowerment for witness. 
The preamble to Acts 1 is Luke 24:36-53, "And 

behold, I send forth the promise of my Father upon 
you: but tarry ye in the city until ye be clothed with 
power from on high" (Luke 24:49). Note again that 
"the promise of the Father" (the Holy Spirit baptism) 
would include "power from on high." 

With reference to the apostles (others would re
ceive empowerment in due time), the "promise of 
the Father" was plainly kept on the day of Pentecost, 
when they were filled with the Holy Spirit from 
heaven (Acts 2:1-13). They were empowered to 
speak in tongues. The whole event was accompanied 
by a sound from heaven like wind (which filled the 
entire chamber); and flames in appearance like fire, 
resting on each of them. Peter explains in Acts 2:33 
that the Father had imparted the promised Holy 
Spirit to jesus, and that jesus then "poured ouf 
upon the apostles that which had been seen and 



heard. This was the event which empowered the 
apostolic witness (see Acts 1:8). 

When Peter began his sermon in Acts 2, he said: 

..• but this is that which hath been spoken 
through the prophet joel: And it shall he in 
the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of 
my spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: yea and on my servants 
and on my handmaidens in those days will I 
pour forth of my spirit; and they shall proph-
esy. And I will show wonders in the heaven 
above, and signs on the earth beneath; blood, 
and fire, and vapor of smoke: the sun shall he 
turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood, before the day of the lord comes, that 
great and notable day. And it shall be, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved (Acts 2:16-21). 

There is no ambiguity in Peter's introduction: 
"This is that." The event which had just been wit
nessed: the sound, the fire-like phenomenon, and 
the languages were the fulfillment (or the inaugura
tion of the fulfillment) of the prophecy found in Joel. 

We pointed out that the prophecy of Joel is the 
"promise of God"- the promised "pouring out" of 
his Spirit. Therefore, when John the baptist spoke of 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and when Jesus is 
quoted in Acts 1:5; 11:16. The reference is to the 
prophecy of Joel in chapter 2:28-32. Clearly, if any
one is to understand the baptism in the Holy Spirit, 
he must understand Joel's prophecy. 

Summary 

In Acts the following are related or correlated: (1) 
the baptism in the Holy Spirit. (2) the promise of the 
Father, (3) the coming of the Holy Spirit, (4) there
ception of power from on high, and (5) the events of 
Acts 2:1-4. This included (6) being filled with the 
Spirit, (7) the sound that filled the house. (8) the fire
like flames. (9) the empowerment to speak in 
tongues, (10) the fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32, and 
thus, (11) the pouring out of God's Spirit. 

john the baptist declared that he baptized with 
water, but the Lord would baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. Did John affirm that water baptism replaces 
Spirit baptism? Many Bible students take it this way. 
However, it is quite indisputable that Jesus ordained 
water baptism for his church (Acts 8:36-39; 10:47-
48; 22:16; Eph. 5:26; et al.). 

Please note carefully (it is frequently overlooked) 
that the word baptizo, when used literally and with-

out any specification of a medium, has inherent in it 
the element of water (Oepke, TDNT 1:539; and see 
most Greek lexicons). Baptizo should therefore, in 
many passages, be rendered "immerse in water" and 
resurrected to a new life. By definition in such pas
sages it cannot be understood to refer to a baptism 
"in Spirit." It is clear that John was not teaching that 
Jesus was going replace water baptism with Spirit 
baptism. 

Since the elements of the two baptisms are not 
the point of contrast, what is? The comparison is 
rather John's ministry, his preparation for the king
dom, versus its later inauguration with the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. John's ministry could 
not claim the fulfillment of Joel2. His ministry was a 
baptism of water only, looking forward to the com
ing of Christ. Christ, in the new age, not only autho
rizes a water baptism, but at the inaugural he confers 
an overwhelming of the Holy Spirit on the infant 
church. 

John's ministry (thus his baptism) was prepara
tory; Jesus' ministry (including the baptizing in the 
Holy Spirit), in contrast, was the consummation. 
From another perspective (looking toward the fu
ture), Jesus' ministry, with its culmination on the day 
of Pentecost, was initiatory. 
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The Power of Our Thoughts 
By Jim Lundy 

God is vitally concerned about the thoughts of 
mankind. I am sure that most of us do not 
realize how important our thoughts are 

and how they affect our lives. There are certain 
scriptures that are familiar to all of us, such as: "As 
he thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Prov. 23:7). Bacon 
once said, "Reading maketh a full man." Someone 
added: "What a man reads determines what he is full 
of." 

Man had not been upon the earth very long 
when the Lord saw that "every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually" 
(Gen. 6:5). From that time forward the thoughts of 
man have often kept him in trouble with the Lord. 
Let's take a look at some examples. 

We remember when Naaman went to the 
prophet of God to be cured of leprosy and he was 
told to go dip in the Jordan River that he went away 
angry because the prophet did not heal him in the 
way he had anticipated. He said. "Behold, I thought, 
He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on 
the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper" (2 Kings 
5 :11). Naaman's thoughts almost kept him from be
ing healed of his dreadful disease. 

Just after his conversion Simon the sorcerer saw 
that through the laying on of the apostles' hand the 
Holy Ghost was given. He offered them money that 
he might have this same power. Peter reprimanded 
him for thinking that the gift of God could be pur
chased with money and told that his heart was not 
right with God. Then Peter said. "Repent therefore 
of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the 
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee" (Acts 
8:22). Another powerful example of man letting his 
thoughts get in the way of his relationship with God. 

Upon one occasion the scribes and Pharisees came 
to Jesus inquiring as to why his disciples transgressed 
the tradition of the elders by eating with unwashed 
hands. Jesus took away their argument by showing 
that they by their tradition, transgressed the com
mandment of God (Matt. 15: 1-9). He then proceeded 
to teach them it is not what goes into a man that de
files, but that which comes from the heart (Matt. 
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15: 10-20), informing them that "out of the heart pro
ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witness, blasphemies: these are the things 
that defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands 
defileth not a man" (Matt. 15:19-20). 

These examples teach us that man's troubles 
come from his heart and the evil thoughts that he 
permits dominate his actions. Notice this truth: 
"(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong
holds) casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 1 0:4-5). 

There is an interesting scripture in the Roman 
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letter as Paul discusses the judgment of God against 
mankind. He deals with the Jew, to whom God had 
given divine revelation through the law, showing that 
he was without excuse in his failure to follow God 
(Rom. 2:1-6). He then speaks of the Gentiles, who, 
even though they were without law from God, they 
did by nature the things contained in the law. They 
became a law unto themselves (Rom. 2:12-14). Paul 
shows that by having the works of the law written in 
their hearts, their conscience bears witness, and their 
thoughts either accuse or excuse them (Rom. 2:15). 

This passage also indicates that there is a basic 
knowledge of right and wrong within mankind. Prior 
to the coming of Christ, the Gentiles were to be 
judged by whether or not they accepted and prac
ticed the accepted norms of that which is right. Mter 
the coming of our Lord they, as all others, will be 
judged by his will. 

The Lord wants our thoughts centered on the 
right things. We are told, "Finally, brethren, whatso
ever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things" (Phil. 4:8). The 
only way to change the heart and life of an individual 
is to change their thinking. When we think as the 
world thinks, we live as the world lives. When we 
think upon the things of God, we live as God would 
have us to live. 

The primary purpose of preaching the gospel is 
to bring the hearts (thoughts) of man into harmony 
with the will of God. When our thinking is right, 
then our lives will be pleasing to the Lord. The only 
way to accomplish this is to study and learn the word 
of God. 
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Christ and Christianity 
By Kyle D. Frank 

Since the sacrifice of Christ, and start of his way, 
man has questioned his claim to be the Son 
of God and that the Bible is the word of God. 

This small work attempts to show that these claims 
are in fact, true. 

lhe Historicity of Jesus of Nazareth 
A thorough search of the historical records from the 
first and second centuries does testify to the exist
ence of Jesus of Nazareth. The following writers 
bear witness to (knowingly or unknowing) the actual 
occurrence of some often questioned events in the 
life of the Lord. 

thallus A.D. 52 
Thallus speaks of the darkness surrounding the cru
cifixion of Jesus (see Matt. 27:45). He claims that 
this darkness was caused by a solar eclipse. However, 
the following point refutes his claim. The crucifndon 
of Jesus was during the Jewish Passover, which al
ways occurs during a full moon. It is impossible for 
an eclipse as the moon is in the wrong position 

Mara-Bar Seraplon A.D. 73 
In a letter to his son, Mara-Bar Serapion refers to 
Jesus and calls him "the Wise King of the Jews." He 
speaks of the loss of a Jewish kingdom because of the 
execution of their king. Note: In A.D. 70, the Ro
mans destroyed Jerusalem and dispersed its people. 

Cornelius Tacitus A.D. 120 
Tacitus was a Roman historian who referred to the 
death of Christ and the persecution of his followers 
during the reign of Emperor Nero. "Therefore, to 
scotch the "rumor" that Nero was involved in the 
great fire which nearly destroyed all of Rome, Nero 
substituted as culprits, and "punished with the ut
most refinements of cruelty, a class of men, loathed 
for their vices, whom the crowd styled Christians," 
and who got their name from "Christus." Pontius 
Pilate, at the insistence of the Jews, executed jesus 
when Tiberius was emperor. The pernicious super
stition was checked for a while, only to break out 
afresh in Judea, the home of the plague, and in 
Rome itself, "where all the horrible and shameful 
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things in the world collect and find a home" (Annals 
15.44). 

Plinius Secundus A.D. 112 

Secundus was governor of the province of Bithynia. 
He wrote to Emperor Trajan seeking a way to deal 
with the Christians and their unusual habits. "They 
were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day 
before it was light, when they sang an anthem to 
Christ, as God, and bound themselves by a sacred 
oath not to commit any wicked deed, but to abstain 
from all fraud, theft and adultery, never to break 
their word, or deny a trust when called upon to 
honor it; after which it was their custom to separate, 
and then meet again to partake of food, but of an or
dinary and innocent kind" (Epistles X.96). 

Seutonlus A.D. 120 

Seutonius connects the name of "Chrestus" (Christ) 
with Jewish disturbances in Rome. He wrote, "Pun
ishment was afflicted on the Christians, a class of 
men addicted to a novel and mischievous supersti
tion" (Life of Nero xvi.2). In addition, "As the Jews 
were making constant disturbances at the instigation 
of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome" (Life of 
Claudius xxv.4 ). It is of interest to note that the Bible 
speaks of this expulsion (Acts 18:1-2). Priscilla and 
Aquila were in Corinth because "Claudias com
manded all the Jews to depart from Rome." 

Evidence from Jewish Sources 
Talmuds A.D. 70·200 

These documents were all written after the fall of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Having come from Jewish 
sources and written by those of the Pharisee political 
party. The few references to Christ and his followers 
are hostile and derogatory in nature. They refer to 
Jesus of Nazareth "as a transgressor in Israel who 
practiced magic, scorned the words of the wise and 
said that he had not come to destroy the law but to 
add to it." This type of portrayal is not surprising 
considering Jesus' opposition to them during his life
time, but is of interest as another source by which to 
authenticate his existence. 



Flavius Josephus A.D 70 
Josephus was a Jewish general turned historian. In 
his "Antiquities" (18:3) he says: "Now, there was 
about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to 
call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful 
works - a teacher of such men as receive the truth 
with pleasure. He drew over to him both of the Jews 
and many of the Gentiles. He was (the) Christ. When 
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principle men among 
us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved 
him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared 
to them alive again the third day, as the divine 
prophets had foretold, these and ten thousand won
derful things concerning, and the tribe of Christians, 
so named from him, are not extinct at this day. "1 

These are but a short sample of the evidences 
available to substantiate the existence of Jesus and 
his early followers from the first and second centu
ries. They seek to show the root and early growth of 
Christianity, even under severe persecution. 

lbe Historical Accuracy 
of the lew Testament Documents 

The basis for our belief in Jesus as our risen Lord is 
contained in the accurate and verifiable evidence 
placed before us in the New Testament documents. It 
is essential to our faith that these documents be 
proven accurate, for nowhere else is there a record 
of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 

The four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John) are our record of Christ's life and teachings -
written in the historical context- that is, where 
people, places, times and events can be located in a 
space-time dimension. Since these documents are 
written in the historical context, it is possible to look 
back in other historical records of that time and ei
ther verify or deny the existence of the people men
tioned or of the occurrence of the event mentioned. 

Let us examine an example of the historical con
text at work. Luke 2:1-7 speaks of the birth of Christ 
in the historical context. He writes of the decree of 
Augustus Caesar (concerning the census for purposes 
of taxation) and Cyrenius, the governor of Syria. 
These people and events have been verified from his
tory •.• Luke also records the people (rulers) in 
power at the time of Christ's ministry. In chapter 
three, verses one through three he records Tiberius 

1This is thought by some to be interpolated into the writing of josephus 
by an unknown redactor 

as being emperor, Pontius Pilate as governor of 
Judea, and Herod as Tetrarch of Galilee. He also 
mentions others, such as Annas and Caiaphas. Again, 
other historical sources verify that these people lived 
at the time and in the place Luke identifies. 

Another example of Luke's record of facts is the 
book of Acts, written as a report to a Roman official 
named Theophilus (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1) He pro
ceeded with his writing by laying down the facts and 
then building on them in his accounts. He wrote in 
the historical context using names, places, and events 
as checkpoints as to his accuracy. To this day, not a 
single contradictory fact that would show his writing 
to be false has been found. 

The Apostolic Fathen 
The Apostolic Fathers were men, who in many cases 
were the first generation of believers after the 
apostles themselves. Many of these men were edu
cated at the feet of the apostles. Men, such as 
Polycarp, Clement, Ignatius and Eusebius, corre
sponded with one another and with various churches 
in Europe and Asia. 

These writings date from approximately 100 
B.C. -A.D. 150. Our interest in these writings is to 
see how these men, being so close in time to the writ
ing of the New Testament documents, viewed them. 
It is of special interest to us to note that the writings 
of the Apostolic Fathers very nearly reproduce the 
New Testament documents in uninspired writings. 
This would indicate the reverence that these men 
had for the inspired writings of the apostles. Their 
writings show the New Testament to be of first-cen
tury origin. This is one of the most important things 
we learn from the Apostolic Fathers. 
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Comparison of the lew testament Documents 
to Other Writings of Similar Antiquity 

Another proof that can be given for the reliability of 
the New Testament documents is a comparison be
tween them and other works of similar antiquity. 
The following is a comparison of dates, number of 
manuscripts, and removal of existing copies from the 
originals in years. 

1) Caesar's Gallic War 
This work was composed around 58-59 B.C. 

There are approximately ten good manuscripts still 
in existence. The closest existing copy is dated 
around A.D. 900. This leaves a gap of approximately 
950 years between the original and closest copy. 

2) Roman History of Livy 
This work was written between 59 B.C. and A.D. 

17. Thirty-five manuscripts still exist. Of the 14 7 to
tal books of this work, only 29 of them date as far 
back as the fourth century A.D. There is a 300-year 
removal from the original writings. 

3) Histories of Tacitus 
This was written around A.D. 100. Only 4¥.1 

manuscripts still exist. There is a 1,000-year gap be
tween original and copy. 

4) Annals of Tacitus 
Again, written around A.D. 100, with ten surviv

ing manuscripts. The closest copy dates at A.D. 900, 
leaving an 800-year gap. 

5) History ofThucydides 
Written around 460-400 B.C. Eight manuscripts 

date at around A.D. 900. This leaves a 1,300-yeargap. 
6) History of Herodotus 
This ancient work dates to 480-425 B.C. Eight 

manuscripts survive, dating to A.D. 900, leaving a 
1300-year gap. 

These works show many years between original 
and copy .. Yet, historians accept them as being origi
nal. If a work is to be a~cepted as genuine on this ba
sis, how much more the proof God has given for the 
New Testament documents. We have approximately 
4,000 New Testament manuscripts, with the oldest 
dating back to about A.D. 350, and quotations even 
further back. 

Implications of the Resurredion 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the basis for the 
entire Christian faith. All other claims and com
mandments stand or fall on that fact. Without it, all 
motivation for obedience (and hope) is lost. 

The modernist view of Christ's resurrection is 
that he lives on in his teachings and through his dis-
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ciples (rather than the actual physical resurrection 
that he and scripture claim). The modernist historian 
accepts the historicity of the gospels yet rejects the 
miracles - of which the resurrection is the grandest. 
The resurrection is the supreme sign of Jesus' deity. 
To deny the resurrection of Jesus is to deny Jesus. 
Removing the resurrection of Jesus reduces Chris
tianity to nothing more than a set of moral laws. If 
the resurrection is true Oohn 2:19-23), then the 
other miracles and claims, including our own resur
rection (1 Cor. 15:12-17, 44) are easy to prove. The 
resurrection confirms the redemptive work of a su
pernatural Jesus. Jesus gave his life that those who 
demonstrate their belief in him by obedience may re
ceive the forgiveness of their sins. Jesus died to make 
it possible for sinful man to get rid of the guilt and 
practice of sin. 

Evidence from the Empty tom• 
The scriptural account from the four gospels is very 
clear and concise on the Lord's cruciftxion, burial 
and resurrection. The gospel accounts contain all of 
the proof needed to verify the truth of the resurrec
tion. Let us examine the accounts carefully and see 
the checkpoints contained in scripture. 

In John 19:38-42 Joseph of Arimethea and 
Nicodemus recovered the body of Jesus and pre
pared it for burial according to the traditions of the 
Jews. They wrapped the body in linen and mixed in 
spices. They placed the body in a new tomb, which 
belonged to Joseph. This tomb was located nearby. · 

To continue the story we tum to Matthew's gos
pel: 27:62-66. Here, the Chief Priest and Pharisees 
appeared before Pilate and requested that the tomb 
be sealed and guarded so that Jesus' disciples could 
not remove the body and claim it to be raised 
(27 :64 ). This request was granted by Pilate. 

We turn to John chapter 20, where Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb on the first day of the 
week and found it to be open Oohn 20: 1). She ran to 
tell the apostle~. Simon Peter and John raced to the 
tomb. Peter entered the tomb and found the linens 
lying there with the facial napkin rolled up and off to 
the side. 

Where were the Roman guards? Pilate had dis
patched them to the tomb at the Jews' request. Ac
cording to ancient documents, it was death for a Ro
man guard to sleep while on guard duty as well as to 
leave one's post without being relieved properly. 
Why did they leave? Who took the body? 

The Jews paid the guards to say the disciples had 



stolen the body (Matt 28:11-15, and promised pro
tection from the death sentence due to a guard that 
did not properly do his duty. 

The Change in the Disciples of Jesus 

To recapitulate the events affirmed in the gospel ac
counts of Jesus life and death: 

1) Jesus promised the apostles would receive the 
Holy Spirit and knowledge of redemption news 
Uohn 14:26; John 16:12-13). 

2) Jesus said that he must return to heaven before 
he would send the comforter Uohn 16:5-7). 

3) Jesus died by crucifiXion. 
4) The Jewish concept of the Messiah and his 

kingdom was nationalistic rather than spiritual (the 
Messiah would free the Jewish people from political 
bondage and set up his kingdom). The apostles held 
this view prior to the resurrection of Jesus and their 
reception of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 20:20-22; Luke 
24:13-21). 

5) An incredible change came over the apostles. 

The Apostles' Testimony 

Peter and the other apostles preached the resurrec
tion of Jesus and salvation in his name (Acts 2:14-
41). The apostles changed from looking for a physi
cal kingdom to preaching a spiritual kingdom. 

The apostles were men chosen of God to witness 
all Jesus did (Acts1:1-4; 10:39-41; 13:30-32). Their 
testimony was that Jesus was raised and that they ate 
and drank with him after his resurrection (Acts 2:32; 
3:15). They testified with great boldness to the 
people and rulers and sealed their witness with 
blood. 

The apostles agreed and continued teaching the 
resurrection regardless of the consequences. They 
would not suffer persecution and death for a lie. 

Jesus, the Man of Destiny 

Jesus made several claims and a search of the scrip
tures will show whether or not those claims were ful
filled. 

Claim #1 No one could take his life from him 
Uohn 10:17-18, 14:30-31). Here Jesus said that his 
life was his own and that he had control over his des
tiny. 

Claim #2 He would die by crucifixion (Matt. 
20:17-19; John 3:14; 8:28). 

The facts support his claims: 
No one was able to kill Jesus although several at

tempted to do so. 

Matthew 2:13-21: Herod attempted to kill the 
infant Jesus. 

The people of Nazareth tried to cast him off of a 
cliff (Luke 4: 16-30). 

A number of unsuccessful stoning attempts Oohn 
8:59; 11:53). 

Jesus' death on the cross was voluntary (John 
19:30). 

Jesus in the Context of Miracles 
Our next consideration is the life of Christ in the 
context of miracles. We must return to the modernist 
viewpoint to see the importance of this argument. As 
mentioned earlier, some reject the gospel miracles as 
incredible additions (H. G. Wells Outline of History 
vol. 1 pg. 420). It is vital to the credibility of the gos
pel accounts to see that the miracles spoken of are no 
mbre outstanding than any other aspect of Christ's 
life. If we were to remove the gospel miracles, we 
would have to remove every other aspect of his life, 
removing Christianity. This is what the modernist 
seeks, and what the believer must not allow. 
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Let No Man ROb You. 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Rbbery is a foul deed .. Those who take the 
possessions of others are despicable in every 
way. There are several kinds of robbery. One 

can steal his neighbor's earthly possessions. He 
might steal his intellectual property by plagiarism. 
Some thieves steal the legal identity of others. One 
can steal his neighbor's reputation by slander. Some 
steal the affections of another person's mate. There 
are those who would rob us of our spiritual treasure. 
The Master warned us "Take heed that ye be not led 
astray" (Luke 21:8). Those who would lead us astray 
from Christ rob us of our salvation since there is no 
other way to the Father Uohn 14:6). Thus we warn 
you: 

• Let .no man rob you of your faith in Christ or 
God. Skeptics, atheists and infidels will do that. They 
seek positions in classrooms where they can subvert 
and destroy the faith of their students. Don't allow 
them to rob you of your faith, for without it you can
not please God (Heb. 11 :6), nor will you be able to 
spend eternity in heaven Uohn 8:24). 

• Let no man rob you of your faith in the Bible as 
the divinely given word of God and the authority for 
all matters relating to Christianity. That book pro
vides the light that will guide us in right paths (Ps. 
119:105). It reveals to us the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 
2:13-16). It alone is inspired of God (2 Tun. 3:16) 
and provides us with all things pertaining to life and 
godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). It is the divinely given pattern 
·to which we are to conform (2 Tun. 1:13). 

• Let no man rob you of your conviction regard
ing faith, repentance and baptism as the God-given 
means to receiving salvation by his grace (Mark 
16:16; Acts 2:38; Eph. 2:8-9). Denominational 
preachers are masters at this kind of deception, but 
so are some in our own ranks who have embraced a 

. new agenda. 
• Let no man rob you of your purpose for our 

Lord's Day assembly. It is clearly said to be to com
memorate the death of the Savior (Acts 20:7). Most 
Protestant bodies do not appreciate this. It is not a 
time for entertainment or promotion of self. It is 
time that is holy unto Jehovah. 

• Let no man rob you of the familiar and beloved 

20=~~ 

hymns of the faith. Some young disciples feel driven 
to replace the grand old hymns of the faith with their 
novelty songs and round-robin choruses. Just as 
there is a place for new hymns, there is a place for 
those hallowed by long years of use. To know that 
we are lifting up the very songs our parents and 
grandparents offered up to God is a consoling 
thought. We have every right to expect them to be 
used in our worship. Ditties will soon be forgotten. 
Amazing Grace will live on through the ages. 

• Let no man rob you of your faith in the possi
bility of restoring the original church of Christ. It is a 
noble ideal and one worthy of our best effects. It is 
one we can commend to every man who loves Christ 
and wants to please him. There are some at work 
among us who have abandoned this goal. They scoff 
at the idea of being first-century Christians in the 
21 "-century society. Let them depart and pursue 
their own fantasies, but do not allow them to rob 
you of your idea. 

• Let no man rob you of your confidence and 
loyalty to the Church of Christ of which you are a 
member. We are not a denomination nor a cult. We 
are not a splinter of the Disciples of Christ. We are a 
people who are striving to be no more nor less than 
the church that Christ built (Matt. 16:18). Our head 
is Jesus (Eph. 1 :22). Our creed book is the New Tes
tament of the Master. Our faith; our worship, and 
our polity are those found in the writings of the in-
spired men. · 

I exhort all who read these lines to "Hold fast 
our boldness and the glorying of our hope fum unto 
the end" (Heb. 3:6). "Take heed lest there shall be 
any one that maketh spoil of you" (Col. 2:8). 
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The Saving Shepherd 
By Terry R. Townsend 

Now the God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead our Lord jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the everlasting cov
enant, Make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in his sight, through jesus 
Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen (Heb. 13:20-21). 

Have you ever been lost? Do you remember how 
you felt? Imagine being lost and having nobody con
cerned enough to even look for you. That would be a 
lonely and desperate feeling to say the very least. But 
this is precisely the condition man found himself in 
before Christ came and died on Calvary (Isa. 59:1-2; 
Rom. 6:23). Our Lord recognized our hopeless situa
tion and came to earth to redeem us from the bond
age of sin (Rom. 5:8-9; Heb. 2:9-10). No greater 
portrait of that saving grace than. the parable of the 
Lost Sheep (cf. Luke 15:1-7). What great truths do 
we learn from our Saving Shepherd? 

First, we learn that the Saving Shepherd is genu
inely concerned. He is concerned for the well-being 
and safety of his flock. He knows when one has gone 
astray. Every soul is important to the Savior. He 
wants all to be. within the fold of safety Qohn 3:16-
17; 1 Tim. 2:4). Maybe you feel unimportant or in
significant. But Jesus is concerned for you. He thinks 
you are special, precious, and most valuable (cf. Luke 
12:6-7). 

In the second place, we learn that the Saving 
Shepherd is caring. Before leaving to retrieve the lost 
sheep, the Shepherd secured the remaining herd. He 
secures them by leading them to open green pas
tures. Jesus cares for his entire flock. Even now, 
while away, he has left us the promise of his return 
(Matt. 25:1ff; 1 Thess. 4:11ff). The promise of his 
presence (Matt. 28:20); the promise of his word, the 
only true source of nourishment ijohn 16:13; 2 Tim. 
3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3); the assurance of the tender lov
ing care of his earthly shepherds (Acts 20:28); even 
the presence and support of those of like precious 
faith (2 Pet. 1:1). Indeed, our Saving Shepherd 
makes us lie down in green pastures, and ~e leads us 
beside still waters because he cares for us (Ps. 23:2). 

Thirdly, we learn that the Saving Shepherd is 
courageous. The Saving Shepherd, armed with a rod 
and staff, sets out to find the wayward sheep. 
Through the dark of night, heat of day, raging 
storms, narrow passageways, the Shepherd coura
geously seeks the lost sheep. It took great courage to 
do what Jesus did, to leave the splendors of heaven 
to come to this cruel world (Heb. 2:9-10), to be
friend publicans and sinners. He associated with 
people who needed him most (Matt. 11: 19). He con
descended to withstand the temptations of Satan 
(Matt. 4: 11) ... to endure the trials, scourging, pub
lic humiliation, and ridicule prior to his crucifixion 
(lsa. 53:3-8; Matt. 27:111) ... to bear alone the 
death on a Roman cross Qohn 19:1ff) ... and tore
main on that cross so that God's will be done (Matt. 
26:39; 27:50). The Shepherd we serve is not cow
ardly. He's courageous! Because of his courage, we 
need not fear (Heb. 13:5-6). 

Fourthly, we learn that the Saving Shepherd is 
constant; that is, he doesn't stop until the sheep is lo
cated and safe in his arms. Despite the circumstances 
he may have encountered along the way, the Shep
herd never gave up his search. Jesus .is the constant 
Shepherd, ever seeking to save the lost (Luke 19:10). 
Peter writes, ~'The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering toward us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repen
tance'' (2 Pet. 3:9). 

In the fifth place, we learn that the Saving Shep
herd is compassionate. Once finding the lost sheep, 
the Shepherd tenderly and affectionately lifts it onto 
his shoulders (cf. Isa. 40: 11). He did not scold or be
little the wayward creature. He simply picked it up 
and carried it to safety. Jesus is our compassionate 
Shepherd. His compassion is evident by the manner 
in which he dealt with people like Zaccheus (Luke 
19: 11), the woman at the well ijohn 4: 1ff). 
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Finally we learn that the Saving Shepherd 
celebrates the return of a wayward sheep. He takes 
great delight when a wayward sheep is restored to its 
rightful place among the flock. Jesus, as well as the 
hosts of heaven, rejoices when one precious soul re
sponds to the gospel in obedience or a wayward 
child returns to the fold in repentance! Ezekiel 
writes, "Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord jeho
vah, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; 
but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn 

ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye die, 
0 house of Israel" (Ezek. 33:11). 

If you are lost in the darkness of sin, know most 
assuredly that Jesus, the Saving Shepherd, is calling 
you into his fold of safety! "I am the door: by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture . ... I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep'' Uohn 
10:9, 11). 2515 Lawson Mill Rd. 

McMinnville, 1N 37110 

1).-

I Now Understand 
By Howard R. Horton 

I could say, "I understand" concerning some things 
about broadcasting; I have done it (Texas State 
Network News Field Correspondent) and about 

Law Enforcement (Narco-Vice) and some things 
about preaching (30 years). But, I could never say, nor 
did I ever say it, "I understand" about the feelings and 
emotions concerning the loss of a loved one. 

Things are different now. I lost my dad. 
From the view point of helping those who were 

grieving over the loss of a loved one, I could sympa
thize, but not empathize. Things are different now. I 
lost my dad. 

Just recently, a member of t.he church where I 
preach (Bells Church of Christ) passed away. I had a 
great idea of what was expected of me, because I 
knew what I needed during the passing and burial of 
Howard S. Horton, my dad. 

My dad's last words to me were, "I love you." 
They still ring in my ears today. I pray that never 
ceases. 

That cold and damp hole where my dad's body is 
buried (in Mt. Pleasant, Texas) is no victor in any 
form or fashion. It does not win, and for Christians 

. who die everywhere, it still loses. "Death, be not 
proud." 

When I asked my dad, "Dad, what do you think 
of all of this?" He said, "Hope. There is always 
hope." Those very same words are etched on my 
dad's tombstone. 

The Christian's hope is a important thing in a 
Christian's life. We, as Christians, don't sorrow as 
those who have no hope (1 Thess. 4:13). We experi-
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ence sorrow, tears, grief, and the absence of loved 
ones. However, we are not devastated by the sting 
and victory of death. That has been taken care be
cause a Father lost a Son about two thousand years 
ago - consequently, purchasing a new and living 
way (Heb. 10:20). 

We Christians are not perfect. We all sin and fall 
short of the living God (Rom. 3:23). This is why self
righteousness is so stupid (nonsensical) and wrong
flat-out wrong. 

Therefore I have experienced (somewhat) a "re
lease." I used to, for a long time, worry about what 
other Christians and especially other preachers 
thought of me and about me. I still do, of course, but 
not to the degree I once did. That kind of "baggage" 
saps one's strength and power; thus, our energy to 
do our work to the degree we should is measured 
very low; like a car almost out of gas. 

The important thing is that we serve the Father 
for the sake of the Son. This kind of service is de
manding, but do-able. It has to be i£ we are going to 
get the job done; and, that "job" is the preaching and 
teaching of the gospel, even in the hands of an im
perfect preacher or teacher. If some want to focus 
on, hone in on, me, then so be it. That is their bag
gage, not mine ... not any more. 

Let's all keep our focus on the Son; let's look to 
the Author and finisher of our faith, and then let the 
chips fall where they may. 

I now understand. P.O. Box 91 
Bells, TX 75414 
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Motherhood 
By E. Claude Gardner 

'uHonor your father and mother,' which is the first commandment with promise" (Eph. 6:1). 

W:ho were the two American presidents who eliminates the false theory of evolution that pontifi-
honored their mothers in the following cates that the origin of mankind started with a one-
quote? "My mother was the most beautiful cell animal that evolved over billions of years. This is 

women I ever saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I at- fanciful. These false scientists cannot adequately ex-
tribute all my success in life to the moral, intellectual plain how there came to be both male and female. 
and physical education I received from her." And, "All Jochebed: She was the mother of Moses (Exod. 
that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel 2). Pharaoh decreed boy babies must be extermi-
Mother." The first was George Washington, father of nated. The baby, Moses, was goodly, and the parents 
our country and the second was Abraham Lincoln, the could not accept his death. They built a little boat 
Great Emancipator. and placed it in the river. The daughter of Pharaoh 

In New York I visited the home of the late Wash- came to the river to bathe and was touched with the 
ington Irving on the Hudson River. He was an au- crying of the baby. She drew him out of the water 
thor who wrote, among other literary pieces, Rip Van and therefore called him Moses. Nearby was 
Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. He also is Miriam, big sister of Moses, who went to the Egyp-
impressive for the tribute he paid to motherhood. tian daughter and offered to find a Hebrew to be the 

A mother is the truest friend we have, when nurse. This was agreeable, and Jochebed nurtured 
trials, heavy and sudden, fall upon us; when and taught him until he was "weaned' and then 
adversity takes the place of prosperity; when Moses went back to being given education, culture 
friends who rejoice with us in our sunshine, and riches. But after he was mature, he made a deci-
desert us when troubles thicken around us, sion to reject all riches and power and he turned to 
still will she cling to us, and endeavor by her 
kind precepts and counsels to dissipate the be with God and His people. In the Hall of Fame in 
clouds of darkness, and cause peace to return Hebrews 11, he is said to have made a choice. 
to our hearts. "[C]hoosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

WJ.lliam Stidger classified mothers in three ways. people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of 
He wrote: sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 

Blessed are the mothers of yesterday, for 
their memories shall be called beautiful and 
beneficent. 

Blessed are the mothers of today, for they 
have the keeping of tomorrow in their hands 
and in their hearts. 

Blessed are the mothers of tomorrow, for 
they have been summoned to a great and he
roic hour. 

Mothers of Yesterday 
It is helpful to learn from mothers prior to the last 
century or two. In the Bible, mothers played a vital 
role. Here are three in the Old Testament and three 
in the New Testament. 

Old Testament Mothers 

than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the re
ward" (vv. 25-26). Who influenced him in this gigan
tic change? It is most likely he remembered from his 
early childhood what his mother instilled in him. 

Hannah: Mter praying fervently to God for a 
son. Eli assured her that she would have a son (1 
Sam. 1). The child, Samuel, was born and properly 
taught for a few years. Then she went to a feast day 
and offered her dear son to God. "Therefore I also 
have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives he 
shall be lent to the LORD." So they worshiped the 
LORD there" (1 Sam. 1:28). Parents are blessed with 
children but they are but stewards who should be 
"lent to the Lord." 

Elizabeth: The mother of john ·the baptist set a 
good example along with her husband ... "And they 

Eve: She is the "mother of all living" (Gen. 3 :20). were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
She is ancestor of all people without exception. This commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame-
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less" (Luke 1 :6). John, the forerunner of the Messiah 
(Isa. 40), was surely influenced by a dedicated mother. 
jesus was so impressed with him that he compli
mented him profusely. "Assuredly, I say to you, among 
those born of women there has not risen one greater 
than john the Baptist; but he who is least in the king
dom of heaven is greater than he" (Matt. 11: 11). 

Mary: Surely God chose a wonderful virgin to be 
the mother of Jesus (Luke 2). It is unthinkable that a 
person of degradation and moral ineptitude would be 
selected to give birth to the Son of God. She was lofty 
but this does not qualify her, as is erroneously taught, 
that she is to be worshiped, to be the meadiatrix, and 
remain a virgin. But she was one of a kind. 

Eunice: Timothy had a loving mother to incul
cate in him deep faith. "[W]hen I call to remem
brance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt 
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also" (2 Tim. 
1:5). Faith in three generations - grandmother, 
mother, son. What he received from his mother en
abled him to be a successful and faithful evangelist 
and missionary. One should have unpretentious faith 
that can be passed on to coming generations. 

Mothen of the Past Century 

As I think of mothers I knew and observed, here are 
a few ideas that I gleaned. Some are from Mother
hood, my late mother, and a grandmother. Few 
worked outside of the home. They likely gave birth 
to six to ten children or more. They made most of 
the clothes. They had little or no education. They 
worked hard - had few labor-saving devices: iron 
heated on the stove, washboard, wash kettle, no in
door plumbing, few food choices, lamp globes to 
clean, maybe wood to cut, and maybe farm work. 

Mothen of Today 

Mothers today continue to work hard and deserve to 
be honored. This is a list of my observations. Mod
em conveniences give more leisure time; more edu
cation; more Bible teachers in church; more writing 
of books and articles; work outside the home (two 
incomes may be needed); have one to three children; 
and are more interested in family finances. 

Here are three important responsibilities of cur
rent mothers: (1) They preserve the human race. (If 
lesbians and homosexuals are correct, the time 
would come when there would not be any race.) (2) 
Mothers can conserve nations of the world. It is esti
mated that an average nation will survive about 200 
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years. If so, America - which is a little more than 
two centuries - should give special attention to its 
future. The vast Roman Empire fell in A.D. 4 7 6, and 
Gibbon cites the reason as being "corruption 
within., Mothers should rise up to preserve the na
tions. (3) Mothers exercise spiritual influence in the 
family. They pray, teach, guide and discipline their 
little ones. Often they do this without the help of a 
father who is "too busy" with his profession. Moth
ers should encourage capable sons to become gospel 
preachers. 

Mothen of Tomorrow 
Here are some of my observations: More active in 
management in business world; more active in politi
cal arenas; more active in church and church-related 
activities; and more abortions. 

Sadly, more and more inhumane abortions are 
performed and probably will continue by mothers of 
today. They should learn the seriousness of the act. 
This is set forth by Richard Heinberg in an article 
entitled, Creativity Begins in the Womb (published in 
Shift magazine, March-May 2005): 

We are learning that babies come into the 
world with well-developed senses of touch, 
taste, and hearing; they move in response to 
pleasant or unpleasant stimuli; ..• they smile 
and cry even in the womb: they are already 
social beings, capable of interacting with oth
ers, imitating, and showing affection; and 
they are already learning about themselves 
and their environments. 

Let us pray for them and for good husbands who 
will bring up children "in the nurture and admoni
tion of the Lord" (Eph. 6:2). 

"Mother Ia Israel" 
Only one mother is described in the Bible as a 
"mother in Israel" Oudg. 5:7). She was Deborah. 
This loving title implies honor, respect, admiration 
and prominence. In this dispensation, the church is 
the "Israel of God" (Gal. 6:16). Many mothers can 
be properly given the title, "mother in Israel., There 
are multitudes in the church. 

Christ on the cross honored his mother when he 
said to he "Woman, behold thy son!" Oohn 19:26). 
He wanted his sainted mother taken care of after he 
departed by placing her in the hands of John when he 
said to him, "Behold, thy mother Oohn 19:27). 

Thank God for godly mothers! 
372 B. Mill Rd. 

Henderson, TN 38340-2428 
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Lesson Learned From Watching the Sunset 
By Ralph Hunter 

One evening, after making a hurried trip from 
Temple, Texas, to Dallas and back (some

thing like 8 hours), I felt I needed to take a 
little walk to stretch my legs. It was just before sun-
down, and as I walked along the road I noticed the 
sun glowing bright and red, just as it began to pass 
the curve of the earth. As I walked slowly and 
watched, I could see the "greater light, (Gen. 1:16) 
disappear from view, and at last, in just a few min
utes it was gone. 

As I strolled, my thoughts centered on how many 
sunsets there had been in my life, and I had not taken 
the time even to observe them. And in a matter of a 
few hours I had traveled over 300 miles in a busy 
schedule, thinking how important my mission was. 

Then I thought about life and that oft times we 
use the analogy of the setting sun as we speak of our 
life ending. A great old poem written by Alfred 
Tennyson and put to music by Joseph Barnby in 
1893 that we know as "Crossing the Bar, is such a 
metaphorical example of this. 

Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea. 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam. 
When that which drew from the boundless 

deep 
Turns again home. 
Twilight ancl evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When I embark. 

Many times we also sing the words penned by 
Jefferson Hascall in the 1860s, that song being 
known to us as, "My Latest Sun Is Sinking Fast., 

My latest sun is sinking fast, 
My race is nearly run; 
My strongest trials now are past, 
My triumph is begun. 
I know I'm near the holy ranks 
Of friends and kindred dear, 
For I hear the waves on jordan's banks, 
The crossing must be near~ 

We scurry about with our busy events and mis
sions of life, not taking the leisure to watch our setting 

sun. How beautiful was the sunset that I watched that 
evening, and how beautiful can be the ending of our 
life here on earth. How so, you may ask? Look care
fully at Revelation 14: 13. "Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors; for their works 
follow with them., 

Indeed there is beauty in the sunset because we 
know that God has made the sunrise to follow. Only 
we must look in a different direction to see it. So in 
the setting of our life, we have been promised that 
there is a "new day," " the sunrise, and it will follow, 
because God has ordained it (Gen. 1:14; 1 Cor. 
15:21-22). We just have to look in a different direc
tion. We must look to that which Paul speaks about 
in 2 Corinthians 5:1, "For we know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle should be dissolved, 
we have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." 

Sometimes we are so busy traveling in a "fast au
tomobile, that we don't take the time to "walk 
slowly, to get the important things done. We rush 
about, not seeing the setting of the sun, nor thinking 
of looking in the direction of the new day. 

"Be still, and know that I am God, (Ps. 46:10), 
"for the invisible things of Him ... are clearly seen ... 
even His eternal power an divinity, (Rom. 1 :20); 
"stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord (Exod. 
14:13). P.O. Box 690192 
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Magnifying Jesus 
By Paul Chapman 

ene from the book of Acts that I've always 
ound a little amusing is when the seven sons 
f Sceva, who were Jewish exorcists, at

tempted to cast out a demon from a man in the name 
of Christ. The Bible says: 

And the man in whom the evil spirit was 
leaped on them, and overcame them, and pre
vailed against them, so that they fled out of 
that house naked and wounded. And this was 
known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwell
ing at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and 
the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified 
(Acts 19:16-17). 

The thought of seven men running down the 
street naked having something to do with the name 
of Jesus being magnified is, to me, amusing. I realize, 
however, that it was a serious incident which served 
God's purpose in demonstrating Christ's power over 
Satan. When these men tried to "exorcise" the evil 
spirit in the man "by Jesus whom Paul preacheth," 
the evil spirit answered, "Je~us I know, and Paul I 
know; but who are ye?" (Acts 19: 15). Though we are 
no longer in the age of miracles and demons, we 
must consider the ways in which we magnify the 
name of Jesus before others in our daily lives. Do 
people in the world look at our speech and our ac
tions and know that we are Christians? The aposde 
Peter wrote: 

Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul; Having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may by 
your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God I the day of visitation (1 Pet. 
2:11-12). 

The great challenge for every Christian is to live 
among worldly people, but continue to remain holy 

. and unspotted from the sins of the world. The world 
is watching us, and they judge God, Christ, Christian
ity, and the church by what we do and say. So, what 
kind of impression are you making on the world in 
behalf of God? 

The apostle Paul wrote to the congregation in 
Rome, "Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that 
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which is evil; cleave to that which is good" (Rom. 
12:9). Does the world see in you genuine Christianity, 
or pretend Christianity? If you love God, and your 
fellowman, then you will turn away from what is evil 
and strongly attach yourself to what is upright and 
pleasing to God. 

Is your light shining when in a dark theater view
ing sex scenes? Are you the salt of the earth when you 
choose to watch the ball game with your friends in
stead of attending worship? Is Christ magnified when 
you attend that dance? Do people know the peace of 
God when you chew-out the waitress? Are you cling
ing to what is good when you dress immodesdy while 
shopping or playing sports? Are you an example of 
holiness when purchasing that bottle of wine? 

While living among the world we are often 
tempted to be like the world. john wrote, "Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him" (1 john 2:15). As Christians we are no 
longer slaves of sin, but instead we are now slaves of 
righteousness (Rom. 6:17 -18). However, sometimes 
we still try to hang on to worldly ways. But Paul 
wrote, "And be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God" (Rom. 12:2). Let us be totally 
renewed and take care of what we watch, what we 
wear, what we say, what we put into our bodies, and 
where we go - at all times. Spiritual growth takes 
time, and we must help each other and be patient 
with each other (Eph. 4:2; Phil. 2:4). 

The word magnify means "to exalt, to make 
great, to increase., That will happen if you truly 
wear Christ. That will happen if you truly shine 
Christ. That will happen if you truly love Christ. 
Think about the things you say and do, and sincerely 
judge according to God's word whether or not they 
truly magnify the name of the Lord. 
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Potpourri .•. 
Homosexuol lndocfrinotion 

OOfficials at Deerfield High School in Deerfield, 
Ill., have ordered their 14-year-old freshman class 
into a homosexual indoctrination seminar, after hav
ing them sign a confidentiality agreement promising 
not to tell their parents. 

"This is unbelievable," said Matt Barber, policy 
director for cultural issues for Concerned Women for 
America. "It's not enough that students at Deerfield 
High are being exposed to improper and offensive 
material relative to unhealthy and high-risk homo
sexual behavior, but they've essentially been told by 
teachers to lie to their parents about it." 

In what CWA called a "shocking and brazen act 
of government abuse of parental rights," the school's 
officials ~equired the 14-year-olds to attend a "Gay 
Straight Alliance Network" panel discussion led by 
homosexual upperclassmen during a "freshman advi
sory" class, which "secretively featured inappropri
ate discussions of a sexual nature in promotion of 
high-risk homosexual behaviors." 

"This goes to the heart of the homosexual 
agenda," Barber said. "The professional propagan
dists in the homosexual lobby know the method all 
too well. If you can maintain control of undeveloped 
and impressionable youth and spoon-feed them mis
information, lies and half-truths about dangerous, 
disordered and extremely risky behaviors, then you 
can control the future and ensure that those behav
iors are not only fully accepted, but celebrated." 

He said not only is forcing students to be ex
posed to the pro-homosexual propaganda bad 
enough, but then school officials further required 
that students sign the "confidentiality agreement" 
through which they promised not to tell anyone -
including their own parents - about the seminar. 

In Massachusetts after a school repeatedly advo
cated the homosexual lifestyle to students in elemen
tary grades, several parents sued, only to have the 
federal judge order the "gay" agenda taught to the 
Christians. 

The conclusion from U.S. District Judge Mark L. 
Wolf found that it is reasonable, indeed there is an 
obligation, for public schools to teach young chil
dren to accept and endorse homosexuality. 
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"Wolf's ruling is every parent's nightmare. It goes 
to extraordinary lengths to legitimize and reinforce 
the 'right' (and even the duty) of schools to normalize 
homosexual behavior to even the youngest of chil
dren," said a statement from the pro-family group 
Mass Resistance (WorldNetDaily, Mar. 13, 2007 

Obama's Antestors 
OOn the heels of disclosures that Barack Obama's 

white ancestors owned black slaves in America, an 
even more stunning revelation has come to light: 
that Obama's African ancestors - black an
cient Egyptians- owned Joe Lieberman's forebears. 

An archaeological dig in Cairo, conducted at the 
behest of jesus Tomb producer James Cameron, 
turned up ancient manuscripts confirming that 
Obama's Egyptian ancestors enslaved the family 
of Elijah Lieberman, Joe Lieberman's "great-to-the-
300th-degree" grandfather. 
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l•lllr Ants Buggl11g Moalrs 
OPENANG: It is common to see "Beware of 

Dogs" signs. But one warning "Beware of Poisonous 
Ants"? 

The irony is that the monks of the Hong Hock See 
Temple (sometimes known as the Ang Hock Si 
temple) in Perak Road have to live with the ants and 
their stinging bites because as Buddhist monks they 
are not allowed to kill any living thing·. The ants have 
bitten the monks and devotees but the monks cannot 
lift a finger. They can only hope that the ants go away. 
Chief monk Venerable Boon Keng said a devotee was 
once so badly bitten that he had to be rushed to hos
pital. 

"We choose to be here at this temple and we 
have to respect other living things that are here too. 

"Maybe the ants like the humans here because they 
know we cannot kill them," he said adding that the 
insects were active during the day. 

Boon Keng said an ant bite would normally cause 
swelling that lasts for one or two days. The swelling 
can heal fast if rubbed with antiseptic lotion. 

"I was told they are fire ants. I have also seen 
these ants near a Bodhi tree at another Buddhist 
temple in Penang. 

"When an ant drops on you, you must not flick it 
away or blow on it. If you do, it will bite and hold 
on. You just have to shake it off," he said. 

He said last year, a disciple used a vacuum 
cleaner to suck up thousands of the ants and released 
them into the forest. 

tatbollc Politiciaas to Oppose IIOexual Marriage 
OVATICAN CITY (Reuters)- The Church's op

position to homosexual marriage is "non-negotiable" 
and Catholic politicians have a moral duty to oppose 
it, as well as laws on abortion and euthanasia, Pope 
Benedict said in a document issued on Tuesday. 

In the "Apostolic Exhortation" Benedict said all 
believers had to defend what he called fundamental 
values but that the duty was "especially incumbent" 
on those in positions of power. 

He said such values included "respect for human 
life, its defense from conception to natural death, the 
family built on marriage between a man and a 
woman, the freedom to educate one's children and 
the promotion of the common good in all its forms." 

"These values are not negotiable," he said. 
Italian politicians from the right and center 

praised the pope but leftists criticized him. 
Franco Grillini, a homosexual parliamentarian 

and leading "gay" rights activist, accused the Pope of 
launching a "moralistic dictatorship based on the fear 
of see." Leftist Senator Rina Gagliardi called it "im
proper interference" in Italy's affairs. 

The Pope implied local bishops could not turn a 
blind eye to such politicians. "Bishops are bound to 
reaffirm constantly these values as part of their re
sponsibility to the flock entrusted to them," he 
wrote. 

Sodomites lelflalld Apology 
fJThe Associated Press reported that a homo

sexual advocacy group demanded an apology from 
the Pentagon's top general for calling homosexuality 
immoral. 

In a newspaper interview Monday, Marine Gen. 
Peter Pace, chairman of the joint Chiefs of Staff, had 
likened homosexuality to adultery and said the mili
tary should not condone it by allowing homosexuals 
to serve openly in the armed forces. 

Pace made his remarks in an interview Monday 
with the Chicago Tribune. He was responding to a 
question about the "don't ask, don't tell" policy that 
allows homosexuals to serve if they keep their sexual 
orientation private and don't engage in homosexual 
acts. 

Pace said he supports the policy, which became 
law in 1994 and prohibits commanders from asking 
about a person's sexual orientation. 
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"I believe homosexual acts between two indi
viduals are immoral and that we should not condone 
immoral acts," Pace was quoted as saying in the 
newspaper interview. "I do not believe the United 
States is well served by a policy that says it is OK to 
be immoral in any way." 

No Romeschooling 
0 A German appeals court has not only affirmed 

a lower court's decision that ripped a 15 -year-old 
homeschooler from her family and subjected her to a 
forced stay in a psychiatric hospital because she is 
homeschooled, but also ordered her parents to be 
given psychiatric evaluations, an international rights 
organization says. 

Joel Thornton, president of the International 
Human Rights Group said fears the state will use 
those court-approved tests to destroy the family of 
Melissa Busekros are very valid. 

"The trouble is this emboldens the state again, 
only now it's at a higher level, and the courts still are 
agreeing with them. This could put Melissa back into 
the psychiatric system where she could disappear 
from sight entirely," he said. 

Besides the other children in the family, there 
are further ramifications, too, with the decision rais
ing questions of larger government attacks on home
schoolers in Germany, where that choice of education 
is illegal because the government wants to stamp out 
any "parallel" societies utilizing a worldview different 
from the state's. 

The German government's defense of its "social" 
teachings came to light during an earlier dispute, 
when a German family wrote to officials objecting to 
police officers picking their child up at home and de
livering him to a public school. 

"The Minister of Education does not share your 
attitudes toward so-called homeschooling ... ," said a 
government letter in response. "You complain about 
the forced school escort of primary school children 
by the responsible local police officers .. . In order to 
avoid this in future, the education authority is in 
conversation with the affected family in order to 
look for possibilities to bring the religious convictions 
of the family into line with the unalterable school at
tendance requirement." 

Practical Homeschool Magazine noted one of the 
first acts by Hitler when he moved into power was to 
create the governmental Ministry of Education and 
give it control of all schools, and school-related is
sues. 
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In 1937, the dictator said, "The Youth of today is 
ever the people of tomorrow. For this reason we 
have set before ourselves the task of inoculating our 
youth with the spirit of this community of the people 
at a very early age, at an age when human beings are 
still unperverted and therefore unspoiled. This Reich 
stands, and it is building itself up for the future, 
upon its youth. And this new Reich will give its 
youth to no one, but will itself take youth and give to 
youth its own education and its own upbringing" 
(WorldNetDaily, Mar. 13, 2007). 

School Kids 
@Eleven local citizens appeared at a San Diego 

School District meeting this week to confront offi
cials about the San Diego Cooperative Charter 
School's active participation in the city's annual 
"Gay (sic) Pride Parade." 

The group presented the school board with pic
tures from the parade of scantily dressed men, 
sadomasochists, and drag queens. 

James Hartline, who several years ago renounced 
his homosexual lifestyle before becoming a Chris
tian, spoke first. He reminded the board of previous 
attempts to speak to them about the issue when he 
repeatedly was interrupted by parade supporters, 
booed and "called names while speaking." 

Hartline asserted it was wrong to expose small 
children to pornographic scenes and sexual imagery 
that included overt public displays of affection be
tween homosexuals, along with displays of pink 
phallus symbols. 
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San Diego School Superintendent Carl H. Cohn 
was the only one to respond to the complaints. 

He said he had "a meeting about these concerns" 
and "did not find any parents who had a problem 
with their kids being in the gay (sic) pride parade." 

Kim Tran, a mother of five, and former Republi
can candidate for the California State Assembly who 
witnessed the board meeting was appalled. 

"I cannot believe that this school board doesn't 
do anything about what this charter school is doing 
to these little children," she said. "It is so heartbreak
ing" (WorldNetDaily, March 2007). 

Trashy TV 

@Comedy Central consummated its season of 
"the Sarah Silverman Program" by featuring the title 
character having sex with God, and then trying to 
brush him off. 

Silverman was shown in bed with an amorous Al
mighty, whom she referred to as "Black God," por
trayed by actor Tucker Smallwood, a former NBC 
television director. 

A partial transcript of the morning after the holy 
sexcapade is as follows: 

God: I had a really good time last night. A really, 
really good time. 

Silverman: Thaaaanks (in a disdainful tone). Me 
too. 

God: Come to heaven with me today. 
Silverman: Today? 
God: You'll see the past and the future. You can 

fly, and I will introduce you to Thomas Jefferson. 
Silverman: Oh, awesome. I told my friend, 

Natalie, I'd help her move, though. 
God: I can stop time! 
Silverman: That is so sweet. Oh, your pants are 

over there. I mean, not like I'm asking you to leave. I 
just mean, like if you can't see it from this angle of 
still being in my bed. 

God: Right, I should go. 
Silverman: OK, urn, all right, so, I guess I' ll see 

you around some time. 
God: Do you mean it? Or are you just saying 

that? 
Silverman: I don' t just say things. I'm a lot of 

things. I'm not dishonest. 
God: Can I get your cell number? 
Silverman: I don't have a cell phone. 
At that point, Silverman's cell phone starts ring

ing and the embittered God character zips up his 
pants (WorldNetDaily.com, Mar. 8, 2007). 

(We print this with reluctance because it is so ran
cid, and we run the risk of offending the sensibilities 
of good people, but we do need to know the direction 
our society is headed so we can head it off. We believe 
the greater of the two dangers is that of burying our 
heads in the sand. If you care about decency, where is 
your voice?) 

Rep. Stark Applauded for Atheist Outlook 
@WASHINGTON (AP) -The American Hu

manist Association applauded Rep. Pete Stark for pub
licly acknowledging he does not believe in a supreme 
being. The declaration, it said, makes him the highest
ranking elected official- and first congressman -to 
proclaim to be an atheist. The organization took out 
an ad in Tuesday's Washington Post, congratulating 
the California Democrat for his stance. 

"With Stark's courageous public announcement 
of his nontheism, it is our hope that he will become 
an inspiration for others who have hidden their con
clusions for far too long," executive director Roy 
Speckhardt said in a statement. 

"I look forward to working with the Secular 
Coalition to stop the promotion of narrow religious 
beliefs in science, marriage contracts, the military 
and the provision of social services," Stark wrote. 
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(Stark is a member of the Unitarian Universal 
Church, which describes itself as creedless, allowing 
members to shape their beliefs based on personal ex
perience rather than an authoritative statement of re
ligious belief. Some members believe in God, but not 
all do.) 

Shame 
OMERIDA - The head of Extremadura's re

gional government was forced to apologize on 
Wednesday over a book containing 'pornographic' 
pictures of Jesus Christ. 

The book, published by the Regional Editora of 
Extremena (ERE) which is run by authorities in 
Extremadura, contains images of Christ and other re
ligious figures in sexual poses (Expatica, Mar. 14, 
2007). 

Ouote 
O"God assumed from the beginning that the 

wise of the world would view Christians as fools, 
.. . and He has not been disappointed . ... If I have 
brought any message today, it is this: Have the cour
age to h~ve your wisdom regarded as stupidity. Be 
fools for Christ. And have the courage to suffer the 
contempt of the sophisticated world." -U.S. Su
preme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 

Jesus a Vegetarian? 
OA controversial new public relations campaign 

by animal-rights group PETA proclaims Jesus Christ 
to have been a vegetarian, and portrays the Last Sup
per- complete with 12 "disciples" including Beatie 
Paul McCartney and lesbian country-music singer 
k.d. lang - as a spectacle meant to inspire mankind 
to forsake eating meat. 

The outreach has been built into a 28-foot 1955 
Silver Streak Airstream trailer wherein the "Last Sup
per" is re-created. 

Dallas artist Greg Metz's work first was dis
played in his hometown, then in Columbia, S.C., and 
now is headed for Norfolk, Va., according to cam
paign coordinator Mike Brazell. 

"From all the demonstrations, this one has been 
the most successful in getting people to go vegetar
ian," he told WND. "People are visibly moved by the 
display itself." 

"I've had people telling me they're going to be 
re-evaluating their food choices and lives after seeing 
the display," he said. 

The organization's "PETA Girl," whose antics 
over the years have included appearing naked with a 
sign that she'd rather be nude than wear fur, for this 
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event was Eva Carpinelli from Milano, Italy 
(WorldNetDaily.com, Mar. 24, 2007). 

As an online report about PETA's claims attests, 
no mainstream theologian buys the vegetarians' argu
ment, since the New Testament clearly states, repeat
edly, that jesus ate animal flesh: 'jesus said unto 
them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave him a 
piece of broiled fish . ... And he took it, and did eat be
fore them" (Luke 24:41-43). 

Is Islam Compatible with a Republic? 
@"Dr. Franklin, what have you given us?" 

"Madam, we have given you a Republic, if you can 
keep it!" - Benjamin Franklin (1787) 

How can men of goodwill reconcile two 
worldviews so diametrically opposed to one another, 
yet which are so interconnected? America and Israel 
have not only welcomed Arabs and Muslims from 
every country on earth, but allowed them to build 
mosques and to worship their god according to the 
dictates of their own conscience, yet our magnanim
ity is not reciprocated by Muslims. 

If you think I write from hyperbole, just try 
building a church or a synagogue in an Arab nation. 
They won't even allow you to bring a Bible into most 
Arab countries. Not even our well-traveled secretary 
of state, Condoleezza Rice (who earlier this year was 
in Saudi Arabia), is allowed to read a few comforting 

Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 

Wo:MEN 
OF 

DELIVERANCE 

By Cindy Colley 

Modern problems uncovered in ancient Egypt. Study 
the mighty midwives - also protective Miriam - and 
gain insight from the challenges of Zipporah, Cozbi, 
and others. They used varying objects - a scarlet 
thread, a sharp stone, a deadly hammer- to achieve 
the purposes of God. But it was always God who put 
the power in the plan. God's preservation thread runs 
throughout this intriguing saga of deliverance and 
finally ties each episode to the cross. 

A thought-provoking Bible-study series designed to 
motivate Christian women to read the Scriptures for 
themselves 

$8.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 



passages of peace from the book of Psalms in the 
land of Mecca and Medina as she lies down to sleep. 
No! It is forbidden by the Quran. Islam will tolerate 
no other gods before it. 

Islam's command from Quran in the book of 
Sirah - "Kill the infidel where you find him" - has 
been the rallying cry of the majority of Muslims de
spite the sham protestations of the so-called "moder
ate" Muslims to the contrary whenever the world 
community demands contrition at the most recent 
Muslim bombings that occur worldwide almost daily. 
To counter this, America should heed the words of 
that Lion from Great Britain, Sir Winston Churchill, 
whose indomitable courage and steely demeanor in 
the face of Hitler's Luftwaffe bombs falling all 
around his head nightly during World War II, sol
emnly intoned: 

We shall fight them on the beaches, 
We shall fight them on the shore, 
We shall fight them in the fields and streams, 
We shall fight them in the city; 
We shall never surrender, never, never, never! 
Where is Churchill today? Where is Reagan? 

Where is Margaret Thatcher? At that fateful hour 
where we need a champion there is no one to stand 
in the gap as Churchill did during World War II, a 
leader who instinctively knew that "This is no war of 
chieftains or of princes, of dynasties or national am
bition; it is a war of peoples and of causes .... " His 
courage was not alone in history - from Franklin 
and the constitutional framers, who stood firm 
against the naked tyranny of King George III, to 
Ro,nald Reagan, who, despite the venomous protes
tations from the academy, the ACLU, political medi
ocrities on both sides of the aisle and the propaganda 
press, showed resolve and destroyed Soviet Commu
nism and stemmed the tide of Marxist tyranny across 
the world (WDN, Mar. 24, 2007). 

(If you want to attribute this militant attitude of 
opposition to Islam to me, you have my permission. 
Islam is basically anti-Christ, and anti-Bible. I have 
no patience with hypocrites.) 

C6rlstianlty Not Mentioned 
OMar. 22, 2007 (CWNews.com) - The Berlin 

Declaration - a statement that will be released 
on March 25 to mark the 501h anniversary of the 
Rome treaty that formed the basis for the European 
Union - will not mention the Christian heritage 
of the European community, the Polish newspaper 
Rzeczpospolita reports. 

Polish government representatives, who had 
pressed for an explicit recognition of the Christian 
contributions to European history, are sorely disap
pointed by the omission, Rzeczpospolita reports. The 
Polish delegates were disappointed that their effort 
was opposed by Germany and France. 

Earlier this month the speaker of the German par
liament, Norbert Lammer, agreed with this Polish 
counterpart Marek Jurek that the Berlin Declaration 
should acknowledge Christianity. Lammer's view evi
dently did not sway German policy. 

Invitation to Degradation 
OWASHINGTON- Yesterday (Mar. 20, 2007), 

the House of Bishops of the Episcopal Church USA 
released a strongly worded resolution that unequivo
cally rejected the call from the larger Anglican Com
munion to backtrack on ordination of lesbian and 
gay clergy and disavow the election and ordination 
of openly gay Bishop, The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson 
of the Diocese of New Hampshire. The resolution 
reaffirmed that, "We proclaim the Gospel that in 
Christ all God's children, including gay and lesbian 
persons, are full and equal participants in the life of 
Christ's Church." 1).-
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Animal Kingdom 

A international movement is growing to grant 
human rights and "personhood" to apes. 
In Austria, judges must decide whether a 

British woman should become legal guardian of a 
chimpanzee, and in Spain, members of parliament 
are being urged to grant apes the right to life, free
dom and protection from torture, reports BBC News 
magazine. 

Ian Redmond of the U.N.'s Great Apes Survival 
Project contends apes are special because they are so 
closely related to humans - chimpanzees and 
bonobos, for example, differ by only 1 percent of 
DNA. 

Redmond argues the great apes have the human 
quality of self-awareness and the ability to reason. 

"Show a gibbon a mirror and the reaction sug
gests he or she thinks the reflection is another gib
bon," he said. "But all the great apes have passed the 
'mirror self-recognition' test and soon begin check
ing their teeth or examining parts of their body they 
couldn't see without the mirror. This self-awareness 
surely suggests that they know they exist." 

Zoologist Charlotte Uhlenbroek argues apes 
have a similar lifespan to humans and form lifelong 
family bonds in which they display emotions that 
could be described as love, anxiety, fear, jealousy and 
trauma. 

"If I was an alien from Mars and looked at hu
man society and a society of apes then in terms of the 
emotional life I would see no distinct difference, al
though we live very different lives because of lan
guage and technology," Uhlenbroek said. 

Redmond asserts apes need protection, noting, 
for example, an international trade ban is flouted in 
Mrica and South-East Asia, where mothers are shot 
and their infants shipped off as pets, circus perform
ers or lab animals. 

The British woman who wants to adopt a chim
panzee, Paula Stibbe, says the animal was abducted 
from its family tribe in West Africa 25 years ago. It 
now lives in an animal sanctuary that is about to 
close, and she wants to prevent it from being sold to 
a zoo by persuading a court to grant the same protec
tion as a child. 

Members of Parliament in Spain are being asked 
to support legislation endorsed by the international 
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organization Great Ape Project, which advocates a 
United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Great 
Apes that would confer basic legal rights on great 
apes. The law would be based on the assertion apes 
deserve a right to life, freedom and protection from 
torture. 

But Steve Jones, professor of genetics at Univer
sity of London, maintains human rights cannot be 
imposed on animals. 

"Where do you stop? It seems to be that being 
human is unique and nothing to do with biology," he 
said. "Say that apes share 98 percent of human DNA 
and therefore should have 9 8 percent of human 
rights. Well mice share 90 percent of human DNA. 
Should they get 90 percent of human rights? And 
plants have more DNA than humans." 

Jones argues that bestowing rights based on crite
ria invented by one group is itself a breach of human 
rights, similar to what the Nazis did in the Holocaust. 

"Rights and responsibilities go together and I've 
yet to see a chimp imprisoned for stealing a banana 
because they don't have a moral sense of what's right 
and wrong," he said. "To give them rights is to give 
them something without asking for anything in re
turn" (WorldNetDaily). Fp 

Salvation 
OWhat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

o Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

0 God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
0 Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

o A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

0 Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

0 Our hope is bo~h sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Can we take Romans 8:28 at face 
value? Some say there is no way that terrible 

things such as hurricanes or the death of a child can 
work for good. Please comment on this Q. V.) 

Answer: Romans 8:28 says, "And we know that 
1"1.for those who love God all things work to
gether for good, for those who are called according 
to his purpose." To understand this promise and ap
preciate all the things to which it might apply, one 
must 1) consider the context and 2) notice what the 
passage does not say as well as what it does say. 

The Context 

The promise is immediately preceded by the assur
ances that whatever suffering we experience in this 
life is nothing in comparison to the future glory that 
will be ours (vv. 18-25), and that, even when we do 
not know how to pray, the Spirit interprets our in
nermost groanings to God in ways that are in har
mony with his will (vv. 26-27). 

It is followed by a panoramic view of redemption 
from election to glorification (vv. 29-30); then by a 
series of rhetorical questions assuring us that as God 
is for us, has justified us and loves us, there is noth
ing with power or ability to undo what God has 
done. 

We cannot be separated from the love of Christ 
by "tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam
ine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword" (v. 35). "No, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" (vv. 37-39). 

Some have limited the promise of verse 28 to the 
things mentioned in the verses immediately follow
ing, saying the "all things" God works to our good 
are the elements of his scheme of redemption enu
merated in verses 29-30: God's foreknowledge, his 

predestination, his calling, his justification and his 
glorification of the redeemed. 

In other words, as I understand them, they might 
paraphrase Paul's words something like this: "And 
we know that for those who love God all of God's 
plans for man's redemption which he schemed be
fore the worlds were formed have now been worked 
by God for good for those who are called according 
to his purpose, that good being the ultimate glorifi
cation of his forgiven people." 

While that is an undoubtedly true statement, and 
true to the immediate context, the passage is not, I 
believe, limited to that application only. Peril, perse
cution, tribulation, famine and death are also men
tioned in the context, and the promise applies to 
them and other similar things as well. 
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sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 

$26.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Finn Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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.... the Passage Does lot Say 

The Bible does not say, in Romans 8:28 or anywhere 
else, that God causes whatever happens because he 
knows it will be for our ultimate good. Some state
ments heard, especially at funerals, seem to me to 
foolishly charge God with wrongdoing (cf. Job 
1:22). 

At the death of a little three-year-old girl: "God's 
heavenly garden needed a beautiful rose; so he 
reached down and plucked Betsy and planted her 
there." The speaker meant well - he was compli
menting the beauty and desirability of the couple's 
daughter - but what a slam on the character of our 
loving and caring God! 

After the death of a godly elder, who was also a 
loving father, grandfather, and husband, killed while 
in the vigor of life by a drunken driver: "Well, it was 
just God's will. We don't understand it, but God has 
his reasons." 

It was not God's will for that driver to get drunk, 
or that in his drunken condition he speed down the 
highway •. And to claim that the faithful Christian's 
death was God's will, in the sense that God planned 
it because it was somehow good, would not be a 
comfort to me if the man were my loved one. On the 
contrary, if I believed it, it would lead me to resent 
God. 

God is indeed sovereign and, ultimately, is in 
control of all things. He is infinite in both love and 
power. But it was God's sovereign will to grant man, 
made in God's image, freedom of will and choice. 

Man, of course, made the wrong choice. He 
sinned. As a result, death came into the world (Rom. 
S: 12) •. The earth and mankind were cursed with pain 
and disease, and the processes that ultimately bring 
dea~ began to work in their bodies, as they work in 
ours beginning virtually from the time we are born. 

Because the effects of sin are in the world, as 

New 

Truth for Today Commentary 

lllllh 
hy Dan Shackelford, Th.D. 
Hardback • 858 pgs. 

$29.95 plus $5.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

) 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

"the Preacher" said, "time and chance" happen to all 
men, regardless of their wisdom, ability or strength 
(Eccl. 9: 11). 

Some children of God are chastened by him 
through tribulation (Heb. 12:5-11), and some of the 
wicked are judged and punished by him through ca
lamity and defeat (often in the Old Testament 
prophets). But some calamities just happen because of 
the way the world has been transformed by man's sin. 

What the Passage Does Say 

When a calamity happens, whatever its cause and 
however traumatic, God can bring good from it. He 
not only can, he promises he will, for those who love 
him. 

That does not necessarily mean the good that re
sults will override in this life all of the evil and loss 
the calamity brought. But in God's good time the 
good will come, and persons of faith will recognize it 
and rejoice (Rom. S :3-5). 

Nearly every Christian has a story to illustrate 
how God has made good on this promise to him or 
her. More than once what I thought was calamity has 
turned out to bring blessing. What I suffered as loss 
has brought much gain, more in my case than the 
loss that was suffered. 

Suffering often proves to be a blessing in dis
guise. Adversity is frequendy a means of finding 
deeper meaning in life. Many of us have experienced 
God working out a higher purpose in life though our 
adversities. Adversity frequendy offers others the op
portunity of service and self-giving. 

Je~us told his disciples, "Truly, truly, I say to you, 
you w~ll weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. 
You wtll be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into 
joy ..•. So also you have sorrow now, but I will see 
y~u again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 
wdl take your joy from you" Oohn 16:20, 22). 

The pain and - virtual hell, Christ suffered on 
the cross looked like defeat and blighted hope to his 
bewildered disciples, but three days later his resur
rection transformed them and brought salvation to 
the world. · 

That is indeed a model of how. God can bring 
good out of the worst of calamities. 

Coli~~ of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
S34S Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 

~ 



Directory -Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Ad . . . . Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 
vertiSmg m this section, $30 per line per year. 

-Missouri-

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northemoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. Firm Foundation Ad Department 

P.O.Box69 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.c:om 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (lh mi. east of 1-35) 
-Ohio-

-Virginia-
-Alaska-

Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Ancborage-7800StanleyDr.,99518.(907)344- 878_0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
3931. Contact344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) Spencer, minister. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
-Texas-

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

WasiUa _Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 

373-5583 

-Aia~ama-
Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa 8c University of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. S 9 10 6 

w d 7 30 
7:00p.m. A&tive college program. Transportation un. ' a.m., p.m., e • : p.m. 
available H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

- California -

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

- Florida ·-

Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Russellism Unvelled 
.. , o. c. Lambert 

The 1940 exposure of false prophets, 
Charles Taze Rusaell and Judge Ruth· 
erford, founders of the Jehovah's Wit· 
nesses. Their teachjngs on the return of 
Christ, the relationship of God to human 
governments, the necessity for obeying 
human government, the nature of 
death, and many other things are 
shown by the Scriptures to be false. 
BKBU01 paperback, 111 pgs. 

$;1.$0 
plus $2.15 s&h • lUas nJIIklsnts add 6.25" tax 

Film Foundation • (888) 387-6218 

Uvingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord. preached by the apostles. and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell18Z6 

A translation of the NewT estamentwlth 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-8218 . 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
•charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
complied by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•" . 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
b)• Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........... BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... aKJLo2 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Au!!>-wers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3~"x514") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse. any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements: The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas rsslchints 
add 6.25% tsx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Sames, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be. gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scienllfic,1and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctiine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·.noble." 



CLASS I FIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or co ngregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related molter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O . Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Spiritually matured, fu ll-time minister wanted for 
small (25 +) congregation. 3-bd, 2-bath house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send r6sume with 
references, photo, audio or video to Bill johnson, 
116 Miller Ave., Louisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773-5820. Located 30 miles from Mississippi Stare 
Univ. and Magnolia Bible College. 

The 10th lk Rockford church of Christ in Tulsa, 
OK is seeking a full-time associate minister who is 
dedicated to the truth and can preach, teach, 
evangelize, and work with the youth. We are a 
congregation of 200+ members with elders, 
deacons, and a pulpit minister. We arc committed 
to sound doctrine and support many missionary 
works. Interested candidates should send their 
resume, references, and a raped sermon to 1Oth lk 
Rockford church of Christ, 829 S Rockford, Tulsa, 
OK 74120-4696 ATI: Elders or email your resum~ 
to RockfordCofC@aol.com 

Central Church of Christ is searching fo r a leader 
to be.lp in the spirirual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/ coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational partici
pation, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities arc organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which involves selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
rhe ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach efforts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of Houston. Info about our city is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.rx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,711 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304 ; 
centralcofc@cox-internet com 

Firm Foundation 
~Bibles 

~Bible Class Material 
~Correspondence Course 

(888) 367 ·6216 

Give someone a free, 3-month trial 
subscription. 

Firm Foundation. 
(888) 367-6216 

Preaching opportunity: A Central California 
congregation has an immediate opening, for a full
time preacher/ minister. The congregation is 
commitred to the faithful interpretation of 
Scriprures. We have elders and deacons, and a 
dedicated membership. Salary is negotiable. Please 
forward resumes, and preferable, videos of recent 
pulpit sermons along with references to the Oildale 
Church of Christ, 2912 North Chester Ave., 
Bakersfield, CA 93308. 

Westside Church of Christ located in a rural town 
(pop. 2000) in Southwest Nebraska is seek
ing a special man so serve as their local minister/ 
preacher. This is a congregation of 30-40 mem
bers in a progressive farming/ranching region . 
This church has its own building and home. 
Marurc applicants must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualities. The congregation can pay a salary of 
$23,100. You may need to provide supplemental 
support or income. Send resume, copy of sermon 
tape, and your picture to Westside Church of 
Christ, Box 547, Imperial, NE 69033, or e-mail 
bobgrams@chase3000.com. 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in Claremore, Oklahoma has an immediate 
opening for a spirirually mature young man/family 
to work with a well established youth/parent 
group. We are a congregation of 200+ families. 
Please send resume to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire for the position to 319 E. Blue 
Starr, C laremore, OK 74017 or e- ma il to 
sheila@bluestarrchurch.org. 

€germeitr's 

Bible Story 
Book 

312 stories cover the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. Beauty and simplicity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and mind. Younger childre n 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to read them. Included at the end of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories , and other lnfonnation about the 
Bible. 0871620065, hb, 640 pgs. 

121 full-page, full-color illustra tions 

$19.95 s&h $6.50 
Texas residents add 6.25" tax 

Firm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX n430 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Dccarur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

The 
Preschoolen 

Bible 

Bible stories for 1/nte folb 
The 101 Bible stories in this book begin 
with the creation in Genesis, "God Makes 
Good Things." and go through the Old and 
New Testament ending with the story, "A 
Boy Named Timothy." Colorful, simple il
lustrations combined with a simple retelling 
of the stories make this book fascinating to 
children. Excellent for use In Bible classes 
beginning with 2 year olds. 156476317X 

Hardback • 431 pages 

$17.99 s&h $5.50 
Tsxas residents add 6.25" tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

~ctory 
8ver 

tl£rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 6.15" r.x 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A general Introduction to Minor Prophets , then 
each book examined separately, (authors hip, 
date, various Interpretations, main message, 
lessons to be gained). Outllna for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un
folds the meaning of each passage and versa. 
A satisfying and useful commentary, one often 
referred to for understanding the passages. 
428 pgs. hstdback ............................ SUt.8S 

$4.00 slh • Texas rasldents sdd 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Y o.u etm do. it! 

Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 

•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

•How to Do It!- $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the lessons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It! -$14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

•You CAN KNOW It!- S7.95 
Student handbook with material identical to the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

•You CAN LIVE It! - $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damo!_l,_!X 77430 ~888-367~216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
April2007 
Address service requested. 

Mormonism 
by Homer Halley . 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to write on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 • $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches, proving it has no 
place In mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb, 144 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

M ormo. •s 

Order from Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 
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FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 2007 

II Vol. 122 Houston, T exos • May 2007 No. sll 

(On July 17,1897 the incomparable John W. McGarvey penned a response to a denominational preacher's 
sermon on the fires of hell. It is so well done - and so much needed in our day - that we have taken the lib
erty of reproducing this fine piece. Oh, how we miss men of McGarvey's stature in the church today. Would 
God that another university professor of his kind would stand up and speak out.) 

Hell and the Devil 
By J. W. McGarvey 

I have received two copies of the Rocky Mountain 
News, published at Denver, June 7, in which 
there is a sensational report of a sermon deliv

ered the previous evening by Barton 0 . Aylesworth 
to an overflowing audience. The sermon is an
nounced in flaming headlines, among which I read, 
"There Is No Hell, Neither Is There Proof of a Per
sonal Devil." The chief part of the report of the ser
mon is printed within quotation marks, as represent
ing the words of the speaker; and while these head
lines do not precisely represent the thought of the 
sermon, they do so substantially. 

The preacher calls attention to the fact that "in 
the universe there are two forces working constantly 
against each other" and remarks: "Philosophy says it 
is the negative or not-being struggling to overcome 
the positive or actual, so that the former is always 
yielding that the latter may be." I confess that I am 
not philosopher enough to see how "the negative or 
the not-being" can carry on a struggle. If philosophy 
says that, I should advise philosophy to wash its face 
and go back to school. Farther on he says: "This 
negative element is hell. It is the failure of the man to 

rise to his own perfection." If this definition is cor
rect, and if, as all admit, except the few Methodists 
who have obtained "the second blessing," that all 
men have thus far failed to rise to their own perfec
tion, we should no longer talk about going to hell, 
because we are there already. It is a hell, however, 
which the most of us endure with martyr-like com
posure. It causes very little weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 

Again, our preacher says: "Hell is an illogical 
condition of life." If this is true, we are nearly all 
caught again. Then all the "higher critics" are in hell, 
sure. They got there sooner than I thought they 
would. Then Bro. Aylesworth himself must be "slip
ping o'er the brink," for I have not seen anything 
lately more illogical than his sermon. I am so glad 
that I am not illogical. Then, too, another old 
thought of ours is corrected. We have always been 
taught, at least ever since Christ spoke on the sub
ject, that it is only dead people who are in hell; but 
here we learn that it is the living, for hell is "an il
logical condition of life." I never knew before how 
important it is to study logic. 

(continued on page 7) 
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Editorial· 

Liberalis• Is lot Christianity 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

n lism a:nd Christianity are mutually exclusive. The King
om of God cannot live in the same house with liberalism. 
ou cannot be a Christian and a religious liberal. It is im

possible for saints of God to embrace religious liberalism - and 
still be saints of God. 

Liberalism rejects the absolute authority of holy scripture - in 
fact, liberalism does not accept that there is any such thing as holy 
scripture. Liberalism denies absolute truth. Whereas followers of 
Jesus - those who sincerely- believe that he is who he claimed to 
be - not only accept the reality of absolute trUth, but also ac
knowledge that it is knowable. Jesus said, "Ye· shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

In giving his disciples a model for prayer, Jesus taught them to 
say, "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, as in heaven so on 
earth." 

There is a fundamental and constitutional connection between 
the kingdom and obedience. If there is not strict and absolute obe
dience, there is no kingdom of God. The kingdom exists in the 
heavens. It also exists on earth. There is an earthly phase of the 
everlasting kingdom and there is a heavenly phase of that king· 
dom. In either, the foundation of the kingdom is doing the will of 
God. 

A companion consideration is the all-sufficiency and the 
alone-sufficiency of divine revelation. If the Bible is pockmarked, 
it is not the very word of God and therefore loses its potency. It 
cannot be disfigured with human foibles and still be God's word. 
The original revelation was God-breathed and consequently per
fect. Liberalism denies - or at the least will not affirm - the 
original manuscripts of the Bible were inerrant. 

If the Bible is the product of fallible mortals piecing together 
from uninspired sources and over a long period the· scriptures of 
the Bible then it is not a holy book. It is fraudulent - a farce. 

~1esus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will 
keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not 
keepeth not my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but 
the Father's who sent me" ijohn 14:23-24). 

Just as the words of Jesus were, in fact, the words of his 
Father, so were the words of the apostles the words Jesus received 
from the Father. "For the words which thou gavest me I have given 
unto them; and they received them" ijohn 17:8). 



The book of Revelation reiterates this. arrangement. It begins 
"The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him to show unto 
his servants." Jesus repeatedly calls on the saved people of earth to 
"hear what the Spirit saith to the churches" (Rev 2:7; 2:11; 2:17; 
2:29; 3:6; 3:13; 3:22). 

The last book of the Bible is a revelation that Jehovah gave to 
Jesus and was spoken by the Holy Spirit to human agents in the 
first century A.D. The Bible - all inspired revelation - is the 
joint work of the three members of deity. The Godhead is mono
theistic because of the unity that binds its three members together. 
What one does, they all do; what one says, they all say. The fin
ished Holy Bible is the work of God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit. That is the extraordinary wonder of it. It is 
the word of God and beautiful in its plainness, purpose, and 
power. The very nature of divine revelation reaffirms the essential 
unity of the Holy Father, the Holy Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

It is no ordinary book. 
Moses, we are told, wrote the first five books of the Bible. Those 

introductory books were handed down with precise care and won
derful candor to coming generations. Moses claims to have received 
the words from God and to have carefully written them down. 

The religious liberal, however, does not think so. 
He has concocted another view of how the Bible came to be. 

Liberalism says that Moses wrote a brief statement, in skeletal 
form, of information that came to him from sources. Ancient sto
ries, perhaps, repeated by fathers to their sons. The stories would 
change from generation to generation. With the invention of writ
ing - whenever that was - the stories were put in writing, but 
even that was edited, improved, and altered to suit the needs of 
the moment. These, according to Liberalism, were the sources of 
Moses, to which he added his own concept of God, some of which 
came out of Egyptian folklore. 

Moses lived about 1,500 years before the birth of Jesus. For 
about 1,100 years of that time, the "writings of Moses" continued 
to grow, change, and improve. Some would add their thoughts to 
the evolving legend according to their own needs, desires, and as
pirations. One might give a priestly slant to the writing. Another 
might slant the story to suit the ambitions of ~e monarch. One 
might write from the standpoint his understanding of God and an
other from his viewpoint of God- one calling God Jehovah and 
the other calling him Elohim. Furthermore, the liberal assumes, 
that each account was adapted by redactors to their own genera
tion. So, the books of Moses, according to this view, just sort of 
grew up ..• like Topsy. The postulation (guess) of most advocates 
of liberalism is that Ezra brought the story together pretty much in 
its present form about 700 years before the birth of Jesus. It con
tinued to be polished and improved until about 400 years before 
the virgin gave birth. 

That is an accurate summation of what many religious scholars 
imagine may have happened. The hard reality is that this view is 
nothing more than the think-so of educated but fallible men. It has 
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about the same basis in fact as does the theory of 
Darwin about the origin of the species. It is a rich 
and thick concoction of vivid imagination. 

Liberalism denies what the Bible says about its 
own origin and dating. They deny the inerrancy of 
Bible writers and base this conclusion upon their 
own figment. 

It is not entirely made of whole cloth but the en
gineer of this speculation is confident that there are 
clues and hints in the Bible record that support his 
suppositions. 

The various unknown writers - if such ever ex
isted (seeing that even their writings have vanished, 
if they ever existed) - are identified by letters of the 
alphabet. Here are the more prominent letters and 
the meaning that has been assigned to them. 

J - Jahwist ... uses the Tetragrammaton (YHVH) 
as God's name- the unnamed and unknown writers 
are said to be the author of most of Genesis, accord
ing to this speculation. 

E- Elohist (uses Elohim for the name of God) -
these anonymous writers are responsible for other 
parts of Genesis, and most of Exodus and Numbers. 

D - Deuteronomist- these shadowy writers are 
said to have written almost all of Deuteronomy and 

maybe Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings (pretty 
prolific) ... they are said to have lived near the days 
of David and wrote in retrospect the book of Deuter
onomy (Moses' swan song), 5 00 years after the fact. 

P - Priestly source - no one knows who or 
when or why this "priestly source" wrote the first 
chapter of Genesis, Leviticus, and other sections 
dealing with priesthood and worship. The "priestly 
source" may have been several men in different gen
erations, or even a committee. 

This concoction is called "The Documentary Hy
pothesis"1 and was popularized by Julius Wellhausen 
(1844-1918).2 The evidence which destructive critics 
produce to support the Wellhausen guess is wholly 
circumstantial, consisting of inferences derived from 
a literary analysis of the documents and from the ap
plication of an evolutionary theory of the develop
ment of human institutions. 

The following chart is a picture of how destruc
tive critics fabricate their unsupportable opinion of 
how the first five books of the Bible came to be: 

The "Documentary Hypothesis," as you can see 
from the chart, claims that the revelation of the first 
five books of the Bible evolved from "oral and writ
ten sources," (Canaanite law, Hebrew tribal custom, 

1 A hypothesis is "a theory needing investigation," or "an assumption for the sake of the argument." It is proof of nothing, but is a mere guess. "Docu
mentary Hypothesis" is a contradiction in terms. 
1 Wdlhausen was a Jewish professor who bought heavily into Darwinism's Theory of Organic Evolution. He carried his established Jewish prejudices 
against Jesus with him, as well as his interest in pressing the accidental emergence of the universe, in developing his hypothetic dream 

4 

salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- james 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt 10:32-33 
•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• .Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• .Cod adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
• .se faithful- Rev 2:10 

• .A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet 2:20-22 

• .Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
james 5:16 

• .Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 
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Canaanite ritual, Canaanite folk tales, Canaanite 
myth, Hebrew tribal lore, Hebrew folktales, Hebrew 
rituals, and Sanctuary rituals). 

There is no proof ... it is simply asserted and is 
without the tiniest bit of good and sufficient evi
dence. The "literary analysis" is subjective and will 
vary from one analyst to another. It is nothing more 
than guesswork. 

Some scholars are swinging back to the conclu
sion that Moses, as he was moved by the Holy Spirit, 
wrote the first five books of the Bible much as we 
have them in our English translations of the Bible. A 
few courageous professors are turning away from the 
1800s notion that revelation is a refined fable. 

Professor George Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., 
Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, said: 

The defender of the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch has no occasion to quail in pres
ence of the critics who deny that authorship 
and discredit its history. He may boldly chal
lenge their scholarship, deny their conclu
sions, resent their arrogance, and hold on to 
his confidence in the well-authenticated his
torical evidence which sufficed for those who 
first accepted it. Those who now at second 
hand are popularizing in periodicals, Sunday 
School lessons, and greater or less pretentious 
volumes the errors of these critics must an
swer to their consciences as best they can, but 
they should be made to feel that they assume a 
heavy responsibility in putting themselves for
ward as leaders of the blind when they them
selves are not able to see. 

It would be good if brethren who teach in univer
sities operated by members of the church would 
"stand up" and "speak out" on this critical subject. 
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course, and congregations were estab
lished, the apostles emphasized the 

significance of proper 
church leadership (Acts 
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and Teachers were offices created by God 
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Hell and the Devil 
(continued from page 1) 

Again, the preacher says: "I do not believe that 
hell is a place of physical torture. I think it is in man 
himself." This is another evidence that hell is already 
here, and every man ought to know what it is by 
looking inside himself; but this presents a puzzle. 
Jesus speaks of casting men into hell; and if hell is in 
the man himself, I don't see how he can be cast into 
it unless he is made to swallow himself. Again, Jesus 
proposes to cast some men into hell after they are 
dead ; and I don't see how this can be done if they 
have hell in them while they are yet alive. I confess 
that I have not logic enough to unravel this tangle, 
and if all these things are true, I am afraid that I will 
become illogical and get into hell with Bro. 
Aylesworth and the "higher critics." 

The preacher, in all these utterances, was not en
tirely forgetful of some things said by Jesus and the 
apostles, but he has a very summary way of setting 
them aside. He says: "The flames mentioned in the 
Scriptures are figuratively spoken of." This statement 
would have been more satisfactory if he had told us 
how he knows it to be true. He has never been there 
to see, and no one who has absolute knowledge on 
the subject has told him so. How, then, does he know 
anything about it? I have studied the subject as much, 
perhaps, as he has, and all that I know about it is 
what I am told in the word of God. Jesus, who had 
seen it, and the apostles, who were guided by the 
Spirit who knows all about it, have described it as a 
lake that bums with fire and brimstone; and whether 
that is exactly what it is or not, one thing is certain, 
that the words of these divinely inspired teachers are 
the very best words in which to speak of it. If it had 
been better for us to be told that hell is within us 
now, that hell is an illogical condition of life, or that 
it is "the negative or the not-being," Jesus, who knew 
what words were best for its expression, would have 
said so; but, instead of any such phraseology, he calls 
it "the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels." Who shall dare to soften the words that the 
solemn reality forced from the loving soul of Jesus? 

This brings us to what the preacher says of that 
mysterious being called the devil and Satan: "In re
gard to the existence of a personal devil, I have but 
little to say. Some people say that he certainly does 
have his fires constantly in readiness, and is armed 

with the proverbial fork wherewith to stab the vic
tims. I do not believe this. I can not induce my imagi
nation to be sufficiently elastic to comprehend an 
evil one fighting against the Lord to obtain the posi
tion of ruler of the universe." The preacher would 
have done better in this sentence if, instead of men
tioning these relics of nursery tales, he had said 
whether he believes what Bible readers of ordinary 
intelligence do believe on this subject; that is, 
whether he believes what Christ and the apostles say 
about the devil. Instead of saying yea or nay on this 
point, he launches out on an ocean of discovery, and 
entertains us with the following: "Still, the unclean 
spirits may hold an election and choose for their 
leader the one member who has caused the most 
hearts to break and created the most devastation 
among the innocent and unsuspecting. This is a pos
sibility. Herod and Nero may have held the position 
of devil; I am of the opinion that some of the writers 
of modem fiction are also candidates to fill that ex
ecutive position." Well, if there are elections among 
the unclean spirits, and if we are to judge by elec
tions in this world, there must be a vast amount of 
rascality in those elections, and it should be no won
der that bad fellows get into office. It might be a 
good idea to send Bro. Aylesworth over there. (tem
porarily, of course) with a copy of the Australian se
cret ballot law, so that the next election will be an 
honest one, "a free ballot and a fair count," and a 
devil elected who will make it a little easier for us 
mortals. I have understood, however, that the old 
devil who was in office before Herod and Nero went 
to that country had a life-time tenure, and as his 
death has not been announced, nor any funeral tick
ets sent out, I am afraid that he is still in power, and 
leading silly men, including some preachers, captive 
at his will. 
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The Holy Spirit: 
Sandification and/ or Manifestation 

By Frazier Conley 

CHIPTEI2 

T ey had received the Spirit, namely of remis 
sion of sins: but the Spirit of miracles they 
had not received" - John Chrysostom 

Acts. Homily 
"The Samaritans had the Spirit of adoption con

ferred on them already, the extraordinary graces of 
the Spirit are added as a culmination" - john 
Calvin, Commentary on Acts 8: 16. 

What does Luke specifically mean when he 
writes of people "receiving" the Spirit? Answering 
this question will enable one to understand Luke's 
interpretation of Joel's prophecy (Joel 2:28-32) con
cerning the pouring out of the Spirit. 

Dlstl .. loles 
From the beginning of the church until relatively re
cent times, Bible students usually held that there was 
a distinction between the ordinary gifts of the Spirit 
and the extraordinary. Expositors at least as ancient 
as Chrysostom and as recent as Calvin were able to 
see this difference. A simple way to observe the dis
tinction is to look at 1 Corinthians 12-14. 

••dera •eptlcisiB's laflueace on Exegesis 
In modern times, with its widespread denial of the 
miraculous and its reaction to charismatic move
ments, the above distinction is no longer generally 
held. At some point, it became the rule in most aca
demic circles to dismiss the descriptions of miracles 
in Scripture as simply misinterpretations or exag
gerations of ordinary occurrences, the idea being 
that ancient "superstitious" people were not capable 
of discerning between the two kinds of events. 
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must be reinterpreted so that one replaces the ex
traordinary with the ordinary. In this way, the ex
traordinary role of the Spirit in empowerment and 
the ordinary role of the Spirit in indwelling have be
come, in much of modern exegesis, indistinguish
able. This dismissal of the miraculous not only shows 
lack of faith in Scripture, but it does damage to the 
interpretation of the text. It certainly causes confu
sion when trying to understand the Holy Spirit bap
tism. 

On the contrary, the ancient writers, in reflecting 
upon what they regarded as divine events, consid
ered them neither all miraculous, nor all ordinary. 
The text of Scripture refers to both kinds of events, 
but it exercises considerable restraint in the number 
and nature of those it identifies as miraculous. The 
pious of ancient times were sober-minded, rational 
people who could recognize ordinary events as ordi
nary, and the extraordinary as extraordinary. 

Luke, for example, certainly believed that the in
auguration of the gospel age of salvation, beginning 
on the day of Pentecost was marked by miracles, 
signs, and wonders. How, if he were unable to differ
entiate ordinary from extraordinary, would he have 
been able to narrate such a history? Any and every 
ordinary happenstance could have been interpreted 
as miraculous and a pointer to the "beginning." 

The ancients deserve more confidence. The hu
man authors of Scripture believed they could discern 
ordinary God-credited events, such as daily bread on 
the table, the clothing of the lilies, and the feeding of 
the birds: from extraordinary God-credited events 
such as the multiplying of loaves and fishes and 
walking on water. If one is going to interpret cor
rectly, one will have to interpret Bible authors on 
their own terms, not on modem terms. 

lwo roles 
The Spirit sometimes empowered people without in
dwelling and sanctifying them. In other individuals, 
he took up an indwelling, sanctifying role. By sancti-



fication we here refer to the full measure of sanctifi
cation granted by God and associated with forgive
ness: 1 not to any of the lesser degrees or functions 
sometimes termed sanctification. 2 

Did the Spirit sometimes perform both functions 
(sanctification and empowerment) in the same per
son? Yes, but the roles were still distinct. When one 
looks at Scripture as a whole, the Spirit is depicted in 
his miraculous, empowering office far more often 
than in any other. 

Generally, the prophetic extraordinary office is 
found in the Old Testament, in the four gospels, in 
Acts, and (in part) in Paul's letters. Reflections on the 
"ordinary" indwelling are principally in Paul. In the 
remainder of the New Testament, the Spirit is also 
mentioned primarily in his prophetic office,~ al
though there are some ambiguous usages. 

h•l Dlstlagllis ... tile Roles of ... Spirit 
In his waiting on the Spirit, Paul characteristically 
speaks of the indwelling Spirit - the sanctifying 
presence of the Spirit in Christians. If there were an 
identity or significant overlap in the indwelling role 
and the empowering role of the Spirit, Paul's letters 
would be the key place to find it. Yet Paul never con
fuses the two. The following passages seem to be the 
most relevant for seeing the distinction Paul makes in 
the two offices of the Spirit: 

Romans 12:6-8. One finds described in Romans 
12 ministries imparted to Christians for reinforcing 
the infant church. Some of the ministries sound al
most like the fruit of the Spirit of Galatians 5. How
ever, they should be interpreted as formally recog
nized and empowered functions within the congre
gation (see Kasemann, Romans, pp. 340-342). The 
functionaries received an extraordinary level of com
petence from the Spirit as follows: 

(1) Prophecy (inspired preaching). 
(2) Service (special competence in furnishing 

congregational assistance). 
(3) Teaching (inspired teaching). 
(4) Exhortation (special proficiency in the care of 

souls). 
(5) Giving or contributing (competent in the dis

tribution of congregational alms). 
(6) Ruling (expert in organizing). 
(7) Mercy (gifted in the ability to efficiently dis-

1 Acts 20:32, Romans 15:16., 1 Cor 1:2., etc. 

tribute aid for the sick and abandoned). 
The same types of offices need to be exercised 

today in congregations - even though functionaries 
do not have the extraordinary abilities granted by 
the empowering Spirit. Clearly, Paul considered the 
proper use of one's gifts an important expression of 
"spiritual worship" (Rom. 12:1-2}. 

Romans 15:16-19. The indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit (v. 16) sanctified Paul's Gentile converts. How
ever, Paul does not credit himself with their conver
sion except as his preaching was empowered by God. 
In humility, Paul defers to Christ's work through 
him, being gifted, as he was, in word and in the 
power of signs and wonders (vv. 18-19). 

1 Corinthians 1:5-7. Paul searches for some way 
to commend the Corinthians. In their current disor
der, he cannot bring himself to speak of their holi
ness in faith and love (contrast Eph. 1:15; Phil. 1:9; 
Col. 1:4; etc.). Still, they are well endowed with mi
raculous gifts, far removed from the fruit of the 
Spirit such as he enumerates in Galatians 5:22-23. So 
the best he can muster is a thanksgiving that they 
have the empowerments of the Spirit (1 Cor. 1:5-7). 

1 Corinthians 12:3. In an assembly of inspired 
Christians, if one believer stands to speak, claiming 
inspired speech, how does one test his giftedness? 
The content of his words must be in harmony with 
"Jesus as Lord," and the ancient inspired scriptures. 
Certain of the Corinthians were specially empow
ered to discern in exactly such cases (1 Cor. 12:1 0). 

1 Corinthians 12:13. Baptism "by the Spirit" 
speaks of the Spirit as an agent in baptism (immer
sion in water). Specifically, the Spirit is present as an 
earnest, whereby a provisional resurrection to new 
life is accomplished. "Drinking of one Spirit" is the 
reception of extraordinary gifts of the Spirit- as de
scribed in the context, and knowing and obeying rev
elation. 

1 Corinthians 12-14. Nothing in chapters 12-14 
confuses the issue of the special gifts with that pres
ence of the Spirit associated with sanctification. The 
list of special gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 are not inter
mixed with the fruit of the Spirit such as love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and so forth. In 
fact, there is a contrast: the most excellent way is not 
the way of the manifestations, but the way of love (1 
Cor. 12:31ff.). Paul expressly declares that one 

2 As in 1 Corinthians 7:14, Hebrews 9:23, and Romans 6:19; cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:23. 
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might have great powers from the Spirit, and yet lack 
the supreme fruit of the Spirit, love (1 Cor. 13:1-2). 
The weakness of the extraordinary is specifically 
contrasted with the continuing validity of faith, 
hope, and love (1 Cor. 13:8-13). 

2 Corinthians 12:12. The signs Paul performs are 
signs of apostleship rather than signs of true spiritu
ality. 

Galatians 3:1-5. As is well known, the Apostle 
was upset with the Galatians. They were in the pro
cess of deserting Christ (Gal. 1 :6), of being severed 
from Christ, and of falling from grace (5 :4 ). They 
were ceasing to obey the truth (5: 7). They were 
warned about works of the flesh - rather than com
mended for bearing the fruit of the Spirit (5:19-21). 
Yet, despite all indications of deficiency in the ind
welling sanctification of the Spirit, the Galatians 
were still enjoying empowerments of the Spirit (Gal. 
3:1-5). The Galatians received the indwelling gift of 
the Spirit upon their obedience to the gospel - al
though insufficiently impacted by it. They were able 
to do miracles because, in consequence of respon
siveness to the gospel, and presumably, by the hands 
of apostles, they received speCial gifts. 

Romans 1:11-13. The references to "power" in 1 
Corinthians 1:18-2:4 and 1 Thessalonians 1:5 seem 
most likely to be references to the power of the 
word, the gospel. 

In summary, Paul always makes a distinction be
tween, on the one hand, the indwelling Spirit, with 
its sanctifying presence; and, on the other hand, the 
visitations of the Spirit the empowerment of the 
Spirit with its extraordinary manifestations. The 
same Spirit was present itt the early Christians in at 
least two distinct roles: (1) an empowerment, and (2) 
an indwelling sanctification. These functions are not 
confused and confounded in Scripture. Christians to
day ought to recognize the difference. 

Prophtic • ........., .. •ot tile .... 
•sa8dilcatl• 

In particular, one should note an absence of evidence 
that the coining of the "prophetic" empowerment of 
the Spirit upon any of the figures of the Old Testament 
or the New Testament served to "sanctify" them. The 
phrase "holy prophets" refers to the endowment with 
special gifts of the Holy Spirit, not to "regeneration" 
or saving "sanctification." The reception of the Spirit 

and endowment with extraordinary gifts were hardly 
instrumental in individual saving sanctification in any 
of the following instances: the messengers of Saul (1 
Sam. 19:20ff); Caiphas (John 11:49-50); Bezalel and 
Oholiab (Exod. 31:1ff; 35:311££); Othniel (Judg. 3:9-
10); Gideon ijudg. 6:34); Jephthah Uudg. 11:29); 
Samson (Judg. 13:24f; 14:6, 19; 15:14); Saul (Sam. 
10:6, 10; 11:6); Amasai (1 Chron. 12:18); Balaam 
(Num. 24:2ff; nor his donkey (Num. 22:28-30). If the 
Spirit visited an individual for the role of empower
ment, it was not the same as coming to him for the 
purpose of indwelling him and making his home with 
him. It seems relevant that in Matthew 7:21-23 Jesus 
allows for the p<)ssibility of miracles having occurred 
with invocation of his name, yet those having invoked 
the name and having done the miracles, being dis
tinctly unholy due to their disobedience. No doubt, 
lying wonders are also referenced in these words from 
the Lord, but if that is all he means, his lesson on obe
dience is unduly minimalized. There are also other 
possible references to unrighteous person exhibiting 
powers.3 

Most Christians of all times have thought they 
could distinguish between the ordinary and the ex
traordinary; the non-miraculous and the miraculous; 
the fruit of the Spirit and manifestations from the 
Spirit: the holy indwelling of the Spirit and the tempo
rary empowering visitations of the Spirit. Modem 
Christians must learn to make these distinctions. 

• ..., S,lrlt t.lds 

Granting a distinction between the ordinary and the 
extraordinary, between sanctification and empower
ment, it ought to be determined whether one or both 
of these roles of the Spirit is depicted in the book of 
Acts. A careful examination will show that in Acts, 
the Spirit is the grantor of the special, the extraordi
nary, the miraculous, or the prophetic gifts; and that 
nothing is mentioned as to the (non-miraculous) ind
welling or sanctification of the Spirit. 

As noted, Paul is the apostle who most frequendy 
speaks of the indwelling Holy Spirit. In recent inter
pretations of Acts, Paul,s treatment of the Holy Spirit 
with regard to indwelling and its related "sanctifica
tion" is overlaid like a transparency on top of Luke,s 
discussion. This practice causes a tangle of interpre
tive problems. If one believes that it would have been 
impossible for a companion of Paul not to reference 

3 See Luke 10:20; Deuteronomy 13:1-3; Judas (Matthew 10:1); Exodus 8:7ff.; Matthew 24:24; Corinthians 9:27; Ads 16:16-17. 
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Paul's doctrine about sanctification of the Spirit, 
then of course one will be unable to accept the fol
lowing proposition. But nonetheless it is the case 
that Luke sees fit to speak only of the extraordinary 
empowerments of the Spirit. This is due to the nar
rowly focused goals Luke had in penning the docu
ment. In particular, he is anxious to put the imprima
tur of the prophetic Spirit on the doctrine of the uni
versality of the gospel - so long as the attempt is to 
find a doctrine of personal "regeneration of the 
Spirit" or sanctifying indwelling in Acts, confusion 
will result. 

Sigllificaat te•i•ology .. issioa 
It should be observed that absent from Acts is doc
trine or terminology relative to any of the following: 
personal sanctification by the indwelling of the holy 
Spirit, new life by the Holy Spirit, sonship by the 
Spirit, justification by the Spirit, earnest of the Spirit, 
sealing by the Spirit, or personal "regeneration" or 
renewal by the Spirit. Paul in his letters speaks often 
of an indwelling of God's Spirit in Christians- yet 
that vocabulary is entirely absent from Acts. This 
point -that Acts speaks only of empowerment - is 
so important that we should do a quick survey of the 
Spirit in Acts to confirm it. 

Tile Holy Spirit ia lets 
(all passages i• lets refenl•g 

to, or speciftcally relatetl to, tile Holr Spirit) 

The point to be decided in each passage is whether the 
reference is to a visitation of the Spirit, which empow
ered miraculous activity, or to an indwelling of the 
Spirit. We have placed either (empowerment) or (ind
welling) after each passage to indicate our preference. 

• Acts 1:2. jesus' command to preach the gospel 
universally was inspired by the Holy Spirit. His ut
terance was prophetic, an oracle, or a divine revela
tion such as ordinary persons could not speak (em
powerment). 

• Acts 1:4. The "promise" here mentioned was 
the particular prophecy found in joel2, as recorded 
in Acts 2:17-21. The promise was that God would 
pour out his Holy Spirit, and that it would fall not 
merely on eminent persons such as the prophets, the 
leaders, and the specially chosen (as previously); but 
even the youth, male and female, servants and mas
ters, would prophesy. Not all in Old Testament days 
were prophets. Nevertheless, the inauguration of the 
kingdom would bring to the first generation of 
Christians widespread empowerment to prophesy 
and speak by revelation. As a result of the Holy 

Spirit conferral, wonders and signs would be mani
fested (empowerment). 

• Acts 1:5, 8. God promised (in accordance with 
joel2) that the apostles would receive empowerment. 
They would have power in their work of testifying to 
the gospel. They would manifest prophetic gifts. They 
would possess confirmatory, extraordinary attesting 
powers. See also Acts 14:3 (empowerment). 

• Acts 1:16. David had the prophetic gift. He 
was empowered to speak authoritatively by the in
spiration of God (empowerment). 

• Acts 2:1-4. The Holy Spirit manifested itself as a 
sound like a mighty wind, and as tongues like fire. joel 
2 predicted the pouring out of the Spirit on this occa
sion. The result was to be prophecy, visions, dreams, 
wonders, and signs. The wind-sound and the fire-like 
tongues were certainly wonders. The gift of tongues 
was self-validating prophecy (empowerment). 

• Acts 2:5-12. The gift of tongues is further de
scribed. They cause bewilderment, amazement, won
der, and perplexity (empowerment). 

• Acts 2:17-21. Here Peter turns his listeners' 
(and Luke turns his readers') attention specifically to 
joel 2, and declares that they are seeing the begin
ning of its fulfillment. He declares that apostolic em
powerment (resulting in widespread prophetic gifts 
distributed among the early Christians) marks the in
auguration of the church-kingdom. The gifts of 
prophecy, visions, dreams, wonders, and signs were 
to be widely (universally), spread in the early church 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 2:22. Christ himself also was attested by 
God by mighty works, wonders, and signs. (Cf. 1:8; 
10:38) (empowerment). 

• Acts 2:25-31. David prophesied. The prophetic 
word is an authoritative word. David was empow
ered to foresee. Such ability is not available to the 
ordinary religious teacher (empowerment). 

• Acts 2:33. God poured out the Spirit and thus 
the signs and empowering gift of tongues that were 
witnessed by the hearers of Peter's sermon on Pente
cost. These extraordinary Holy Spirit manifestations 
of Pentecost were the fulfillment of joel 2 (empower
ment). 

• Acts 2:38-39. This passage, which is so familiar 
and so important, deserves an extended treatment, 
which it will get later. It will only be observed briefly 
that in its context the "promise" is the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, already identified by 1:4-5; 2:15-21; and 
2:33 as the extraordinary gifts (see also the preamble 
to Acts 1-2 in Luke 24:49). Also notice the curiosity of 

May 2007 11 
Firm Foundation 



the future tense in reference to the Spirit. Observe that 
the eis (for or unto) of 2:38 cannot be assumed to be 
grammatically construed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. A large number of expositors have therefore 
correctly identified this promised gift of the Holy 
Spirit as identical with the previous discussion of ex
traordinary spiritual empowerment (empower
ment). 

• Acts 2:43. The apostles do many wonders and 
signs because of their empowerment by the Holy 
Spirit (cf. 2: 17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 3:1-12. Peter and john heal the lame man, 
causing wonder and amazement. This is a result of 
their empowerment (3:12) with the Holy Spirit (1:8; 
2: 14ff). The apostolic testimony is confirmed by the 
miracle (d 2:1 7ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 4:7-12. Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit 
and prophesies and speaks with authority beyond 
that of ordinary teachers. This is an expression of the 
power of the Spirit (4:7). As David and the other 
prophets of the Old Testament were empowered to 
speak inspired messages from God, so Peter was like
wise endowed (empowerment). 

• Acts 4:16. The healing of the lame man was a 
sign, a manifestation of power from the Holy Spirit 
which confirmed the words of the apostles (2:17-21) 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 4:25-26. David prophesied. He foresaw. 
He did something extraordinary, as empowered by 
the Spirit. See Acts 1:16 above (empowerment). 

• Acts 4:29-33. The apostles pray that they 
might preach boldly and that healings, signs, and 
wonders might accompany their words. The apostles 
are freshly infilled by the Holy Spirit. The infilling is 
accompanied by an earthquake, a manifestation of 
divine power. They keep on preaching by inspira
tion, with authority, with power, and with manifesta
tions (2: 17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 5:1-11. The apostle Peter is lied to by 
Ananias and Sapphira. Peter says they have lied to 
the Holy Spirit. As a prophet, Peter knows (by rev
elation) that they have lied. The couple is miracu
lously struck down by God. Peter is empowered by 
the Holy Spirit with prophetic insight. Nothing is 
hidden from the eyes of God (empowerment). 

• Acts 5:12. Additional signs and wonders are 
done by the apostles- because they have been em
powered by the Holy Spirit (2:17-21) (empower
ment). 

• Acts 5:14-16. Peter, even by means of his 
shadow, heals all who come responsively to the hear-
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ing of the gospel. He was empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. (1:8; 2:17-21) (empowerment). 

• Acts 5:19. A sign occurs in which an angel mi
raculously releases the apostles from prison (2: 17££) 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 5:32. This passage is a reference backward 
to the special empowerment of the Holy Spirit 
granted at Pentecost to the apostles. The sense of it is 
best captured by the Simple English Bible translation: 
" ... The Holy Spirit has shown you that we are telling 
the truth! God has given the Spirit to those who 
obeyed him." Peter is saying that his miraculous re
lease from prison (along with other signs and won
ders) was confirming testimony by the Holy Spirit to 
the resurrection of Christ- a result of the extraordi
nary empowerments of the Holy Spirit given at Pente
cost. There is no mention of (water) baptism. The re
ception of the Spirit referred to here is not to any or
dinary indwelling, but to the extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit (cf. Alexander, 1 :229-230) (empowerment). 

• Acts 6:3, 5, 10. The similarity of language in 
verses 3, 5, and 10 suggests that in all three passages 
the import of the reference to the Spirit should be 
similar. Why should one think of miraculous gifts 
here? There are three reasons. First, the phrase "full 
of the Spirit" occurs in verses 3 and 5. This reminds 
one of the extraordinary endowment mentioned in 
Acts 2:4 (see also the paragraphs below on "filled 
with the Spirit," pp. 23££). Second, it seems likely 
that here in Acts 6 there is reference to circumstances 
m·the early history of Israel (Num. 11:10-30; Exod. 
31:1-3; 35:31). Prophetic gifts of the Spirit were 
conferred among them, making them wise and com
petent for various tasks. Thus, also, in the early days 
of the church, new Israel, Spirit-filled men were en
dowed with special gifts of wise administration. 
Third, the immediate context references, in connec
tion with these very men, extraordinary manifesta
tions (6:8, 10, 15; 7:51-52, 55-56; 8:4-13). For ex
ample, in Acts 6:10, Stephen's prophetic oracles 
could not be matched by ordinary human wisdom 
and eloquence. And Philip is also empowered (Acts 
8:6). In Acts 6:5, "faith" is not the ordinary faith, it 
is an inspired, and thus a true, grasp of the nature of 
the gospel, especially as it pertained to the universal
ity of the gospel (see Acts 1 :2 where it is noted that 
the Lord's command to preach universally was in
spired by the Holy Spirit) (empowerment). 

• Acts 7:51. The resistance of the listeners to the 
Holy Spirit would appear to be expressed in their re
jection of the signs, wonders, and inspired wisdom 



and preaching as done by Stephen and the aposdes. 
In the same way, the ancestors had rejected the pro
phetic oracles and signs of the Old Testament proph
ets (empowerment). 

• Acts 7:55. The Holy Spirit empowers in 
Stephen a vision of heaven and the glory of God 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 8:4-13. Philip (one already noted as gifted 
with the Holy Spirit, 6:5) performs signs, healings 
and great miracles, along with his preaching. His 
genuine miracles trump the tricks of Simon (8:13) 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 8:14-24. The "promise" was to all whom 
the Lord would "call" (2:39); therefore, the aposdes 
are sent to confer the Spirit on the converts of Sa
maria also. It was the visible gift (8:18), as promised 
in 2:17££. The aposdes possessed the specific power 
that Simon coveted, that of conferral of the Spirit 
(8:19). The Samaritans of this passage were people 
who had already called on the name of Lord, been 
baptized, and been saved Now they need the special 
prophetic gifts in order that they themselves might 
preach by inspiration, and that they might also vali
date the gospel by signs performed among those 
whom they evangelize. This will further confirm the 
arrival of the age of salvation in Jesus Christ. Simon 
saw manifestations of special gifts. The aposdes had 
power to confer prophetic gifts (empowerment). 

• Acts 8:26-40. Philip, a Spirit-filled man, re
ceives prophetic guidance in his evangelistic out
reach. An angel spoke to Philip, as did the Spirit. 
When there is a reference to extraordinary gifts and 
events, the role of Spirit seems to merge with that of 
angels (empowerment). 

• Acts 8:39. This is a reference to miraculous 
translocation, similar to certain events in the Old 
Testament (2 Kings 2: 11- 17) (empowerment). 

• Acts 9:10-16. Ananias receives a vision (2:19). 
He is told to go and perform a miracle of healing. 
One may presume that Ananias is a recipient of the 
Holy Spirit empowerment according to the promise 
(2: 17ft) (empowerment). 

• Acts 9:17-19. Ananias lays hands on Saul, and 
Saul is healed. The most natural reading of the text 
leads one to believe that Ananias performs an apos
tolic function in conferring the Holy Spirit on Saul. 
Ensuing events show that afterward Saul also pos
sessed extraordinary Holy Spirit power (empower
ment). 

• Acts 9:31. The early church was comforted by 
the Holy Spirit. How? Presumably by the inspired 

prophecies, visions, signs, and wonders which were 
prevalent in its midst empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
Hackett quotes DeWette's explanation: "The power 
of consolatory discourse conferred by the Spirit on 
those who preached" (1882, p. 126). If one is forced, 
due to the brevity of the reference, to fall back on the 
wider context of Acts as a whole, it surely favors a 
reference to manifestations of special gifts and pro
phetic utterances (2: 17ff). By these empowerments 
the early church was comforted. It is conceivable 
that Luke has Isaiah 63:14 in mind: "Like catde that 
go down into the valley, the Spirit of the Lord gave 
them rest. So thou didst lead thy people, to make for 
thyself a glorious name." The church was comforted 
and encouraged by the manifestations of special gifts 
and by the prophetic messages which came to the 
church through the Spirit (empowerment). 

• Acts 9:32-43. Peter had been empowered by 
the Holy Spirit (2: lff). He heals Aeneas. He raises 
Dorcas from the dead (empowerment). 

• Acts 10:9-16; 11:4-10; 15:7. Peter experiences 
a vision in connection with the one Cornelius had 
(2: 17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 10: 19-23; 11:12. Peter receives a revela
tion from the Holy Spirit in coordination with the 
visit from the messengers of Cornelius (2:17ff). Acts 
10:19 references a prophetic message given by the 
Spirit to guide Peter (empowerment). 

• Acts 10:38. The Lord was attested above all 
others by the prophetic powers he possessed (em
powerment). 

• Acts 10:44-48; 11:15-17; 15:8. The house of 
Cornelius receives the Holy Spirit's empowerment 
and they begin to speak in tongues as at Pentecost. 
The salvation comes afterward, when they are bap
tized in the name of the Lord (empowerment). 

• Acts 11:1-18. See the comments on passages in 
Acts 10 above (empowerment). 

• Acts 11:12. See above, on Acts 10:19 (empow
erment). 

• Acts 11:15-16. See above on 10:44-47 and 
Acts 1-2 (empowerment). . 

• Acts 11:17 (NASB). The apostles, who had 
come to a true and faithful conviction about Jesus, 
received the Spirit at Pentecost, and manifested that 
in tongues and other signs (empowerment). 

• Acts 11:24. See comments on 6:3ff. above, on 
"filled with the Spirit." Barnabas was inspired by ~e 
Holy Spirit so that he might proclaim a true percep
tion of the faith - that it was to be universally avail
able. See also the Seven in Acts 6 (empowerment). 
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• Acts 11:27-28. Agabus prophesies. Apparently 
he had received prophetic Holy Spirit gifts as prom
ised in 2: 17ff. Agabus was one of those many per
sons in the early church endowed with the gift of 
prophecy (empowerment). 

• Acts 12:7-11. Peter is released from prison 
through a miracle. See also Acts 2:19 (empower
ment). 

• Acts 12:23. Herod is smitten dead. See also 
Acts 2:19 (empowerment). 

• Acts 13:1-4. The four prophets (Acts 2:17ff) of 
Antioch receive a revelation from the Holy Spirit 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 13:9-12. Being filled with the Holy Spirit, 
Paul strikes Elymas blind, and causes astonishment. 
Paul manifests the empowerment of the Spirit (em
powerment). 

• Acts 13:52. See comments on 6:3ff. above, on 
"filled with the Spirit." See also the comments on 
9:31 and the note below, on page 24, on the Dis
ciples of Pisidian Antioch (empowerment). 

• Acts 14:3. Paul and Silas spoke the gospel, 
while the Lord bore witness to the word, granting 
signs and wonders to be done by their hands (Acts 
2:17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 14:8-18. Paul heals (2:17ff) the crippled 
man at Lystra. It causes amazement. (empower
ment). 

• Acts 14:19-20. (No reference to Spirit here. In
cluded for the sake of completeness). If a miracle is 
intended, it is not likely a resurrection. Such an event 
as a resurrection would surely merit more comment 
by Luke. Possibly it was an example of divine protec
tion, so that the falling stones did no real damage. 
The early Christians were able to distinguish be
tween real miracles and merely fortuitous events. 
Absent from the account here are any words such as 
Spirit, miracle, sign, wonder, amazement, etc. 

• Acts 15:7-9. See above on Acts 10. God does 
not base decisions on favoritism to Jews versus Gen
tiles. He made clear that the Gentiles were equally 
eligible for salvation by sending prophetic gifts upon 
them. See Acts 10:44-47 (empowerment). 

• Acts 15:12. Barnabas and Paul relate accounts 
of the miracles performed through them (2: 17ff) 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 15:28. The Holy Spirit continues to guide 
the early church into the universal mission through 
inspired men such as the apostles (15:4, 8, 12; 2:1-4, 
17ff). The early church was widely gifted with pro
phetic guidance (empowerment). 
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• Acts 16:6.-10. The Holy Spirit guides the out
reach of the church by visions and oracles (2:17ff) 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 16:18. Paul heals by the Holy Spirit power 
given to him (2: 17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 16:25-30. Paul and Silas are miraculously 
released from prison (2: 17ft) (empowerment). 

• Acts 18:9-10. Paul receives a vision from the 
Lord (cf. 2:17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 19:1-7. Paul knows that the twelve dis
ciples of Ephesus, if they are believers, are eligible to 
receive the Holy Spirit gifts (2:38-39). He doesn't 
know if an apostle has been there to confer those 
gifts. When he discovers that they had not even 
heard that the Holy Spirit had been poured out at 
Pentecost, he knows something is amiss with their 
faith. Following their conversion, Paul confers the 
Holy Spirit on them (2:17ff), and they are empow
ered with extraordinary gifts (empowerment). 

• Acts 19:11-12. Paul performs miracles at 
Ephesus (2: 17ft) (empowerment). 

• Acts 19:21. This is not a reference to the Holy 
Spirit, but to Paul's spirit (empowerment). 

• Acts 20:9-12. Paul performs a miracle of resur
rection (2: 17ft) (empowerment). 

• Acts 20:22. This not a reference to the Holy 
Spirit, but to Paul's spirit (empowerment). 

• Acts 20:23. Prophets in the various cities, in
formed by the Holy Spirit, warn Paul of upcoming 
events (2: 17ft) (empowerment). 

• Acts 20:28. The Holy Spirit, by means of pro
phetic utterance, pointed out men for the eldership. 
See also Acts 13:1-3 where prophets in the early 
church pointed by inspiration to certain indiViduals 
to be selected for service (Cf. Conley, Acts) (empow
erment). 

• Acts 21:4. Prophets, by the Spirit, warn Paul of 
coming events (2:17ff). See Acts 20:23 (empower
ment). 

• Acts 21:11. Agabus warns Paul, by the Spirit, of 
future events (2: 17ff). See Acts 20:23 (empower
ment). 

• Acts 22:6-15. Paul sees a vision. He hears a di
vine voice and receives divine instructions (cf. 2: 17££. 
See above on 9:3-9 (empowerment). 

• Acts 22:17-21. Paul receives divine revelations 
(2: 17ft) (empowerment). 

• Acts 23:9. Luke places in the mouths of the 
Pharisees the possibility (which was in fact the truth) 
that Paul had received revelations from the Spirit 
(2: 17ft) (empowerment). 



• Acts 23:11. Paul receives divine revelations 
(2: 17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 26:12-22. See above on 9:3-9: 22:6-15 
(empowerment). 

• Acts 27:23-25. Paul receives a prophetic rev
elation (2: 17ff) (empowerment). 

• Acts 28:25. The authority of a prophet is the 
divine authority of the Holy Spirit. The early church 
received the same divine power (2: 17ff) (empower
ment). 

As one can see from this survey, the role of the 
Spirit in Acts is that of prophetic empowerment. It is 
the exclusive role of the Spirit in Acts. If one looks at 
the 55 specific references to the Holy Spirit in Acts, 
less than 5 or 6 of them seem even remotely like 

Paul's doctrine of the indwelling, sanctifying Spirit. 
But each of these few contested passages is more rea
sonably interpreted consistent with the defining ref
erence to the Spirit in Acts 1:8, you shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
with the predominating certain references to the em
powerment of the Spirit found throughout Luke and 
Acts. Luke therefore concentrates his attention en
tirely on the prophetic Holy Spirit, the fulfillment of 
the Joel2 prophecy. When this is recognized, it will 
help identify the nature of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. 

P.O. Box 7 
Whitewright, TX 75491 
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The Conversion and Life 
of an Indian Maiden 

Raymond Elliott 

Her name was Birdie Miller Sixkiller. She 
was born on Nov. 26, 1903, and died 
on Oct. 16, 1988, at the age of 85. She 

lived on the Cherokee Indian Reservation in North 
Carolina. She became an educator and taught pri
mary grades on the Qualla Boundary in Cherokee 
for 30 years. During her later years she also taught in 
the Cherokee Indian School in the state of Okla
homa. She was politically active for the progress of 
the Native Americans. Because of her contribution 
made for the betterment of her people, an artist 
painted a portrait of her which can be seen with 
other Native Americans on the artist's website. 

Brother Bob Rigdon, now of Fort Walton Beach, 
Fl., and an associate minister with the church there, 
related to me some important information regarding 
this gracious lady. Bob was a well-known gospel 
preacher and educator in Western North Carolina 
for nearly a half century. While he preached for the 
church and taught at Western Carolina University in 
Sylva, N.C., he taught and preached ohen for the 
congregation in Cherokee. John Harlan was baptized 
during a gospel meeting when Chester Hunnicutt 
and Bob were working together at that time. John 
told Bob about his mother, Birdie Miller Sixkiller. 

She was then teaching in Oklahoma and would often 
visit with her son. It was during those visits that Bob 
became acquainted with sister Sixkiller and became a 
great admirer of this Christian lady. This is what 
Bob has written concerning our sister in the Lord: 

"She gave me a New Testament written in the -
Cherokee language. She informed me that it was the 
only Bible they had when she was growing up gn the 
Reservation (Note: This New Testament was pub
lished in 1820 abd again in 1827). The Old Testa
ment was not translated into their language at that 
time. She had obeyed Jesus at a very young age. She 
mentioned to me that all the churches on the Reser
vation when she was a teenager baptized for remis
sion of sins and partook of the Lord's Supper every 
Sunday. Also, they did not use instruments of music 
in worship. Then the denominations began to move 
in and all that changed. After she retired from teach
ing she moved back to Cherokee, NC. She taught 
children's classes at the church. She visited numerous 
people inviting them to church and set up home 
Bible studies until her death in the 1980s. She was in 
her late 80s when she passed away. Birdie was se
verely crippled and had to wear a special shoe with a 
six inch sole and later needed a cane to walk." 
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This story of a Native American lady who be
came a believer in our Lord Jesus Christ and served 
him faithfully for so many years thrilled my soul 
when I .first learned of it. Perhaps it was for a per
sonal reason. My maternal grandmother, whose 
maiden name was Sizemore, was a quarter-blood 
Cherokee. My mother related how a Native Ameri
can woman once asked my grandmother to live with 
her. I am happy to say that my grandmother also be
came a Christian, having been influenced by a godly 
lady friend. I have always had a tender and compas
sionate feeling in my heart for the Native Americans 
who have suffered much over the years. But there 
more important reasons as to why I am writing about 
the conversion and life of Sister Si.xkiller. They are: 

1. She learned of Jesus through a study of the 
New Testament in her own language. Her faith in 
her Lord was not founded on the teachings propa
gated in the creeds of men; rather, her faith came 
through the Word of God Oohn 20; 30-31: Rom. 
10:17). 

2. She understood at a young age that in order 
to be saved by the grace of God she had to believe in 
Jesus Christ, repent of her sins and be immersed into 
Christ for the remission of her sins (Mark 16:15-16; 
Acts 2:36-38). She did not have the professional 
guidance of someone to help her misunderstand the 
simplicity of the way of salvation as taught in the 
New Testament. 

3. Please observe that the congregation where she 
worshiped partook of the Lord's Supper on the first 
day of the week. Now how did they know to do that 
unless it is to be understood? These Christians studied 
such passages as Matthew 26:26-29; Acts 2:42; 1 
Corinthians 11:23-29; 1 Corinthians 16:1,2andActs 
20:7 and came to the conclusion that the church in the 
first century met on the first day of the week to break 
bread. There is no biblical record to indicate that our 
brethren in the infant church ever partook of the 
Lord's Supper on Saturday and/or infrequently like 
once a month or just on special occasions. 

4. It is important to observe that the congrega
tion on the Cherokee Indian Reservation sang during 
their worship assemblies without the addition of in
struments. In their study of the New Testament 
which was written in their language, these Native 
Americans understood singing was the only kind of 
music authorized in the Holy Scriptures (1 Cor. 
14:15, 23; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). This was true also 
of the first-century Christians as well as Christendom 
for hundreds of years. 
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5. It was only when denominational doctrines 
and practices invaded the religious community that 
innovations were introduced into the worship of the 
church. It is not the word of God that divides Chris
tians; rather, it is the dogmas, creeds and traditions 
of men that separate believers (Matt. 15:7-9). 

How wonderful it would be if our liberal-minded 
brethren would consider the significance of this story 
of a young Indian girl who obeyed the commands of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and worshiped faithfully 
with the local congregation in her community. How 
sad that many of our leading brethren and congrega
tions are being greatly influenced by the doctrines of 
men as they come to the conclusion that baptism is 
not necessary for salvation; that the Lord's Supper 
can be taken on any day of the week and/or on such 
occasions as weddings, etc; and that the use of in
struments in the worship can be justified by the si
lence of the Holy Scriptures. Moses E. Lard, a pio
neer preacher and author wrote these words con
cerning the doctrines and practices of men: "To war
rant the holding of a doctrine or practice it must be 
shown that it has the affirmative or positive sanaion 
of this standard, (fhe New Testament, RE) and not 
merely that it is not condemned by it. Either it must 
be aaually asserted or necessarily implied, or it must 
be positively backed by some divinely approved pre
cedent, otherwise it is not even an item in Christian
ity, and is therefore, when it is attempted to be made 
part of it, criminal and wrong." 

WOlD eniD 
1. Type the name of Birdie Miller Sixkiller into Google (or your search 
machine). Clidc on the link of Gallery llllll Museum Shows and you will 
see a portrait of sister Sixkiller. 
2. Lard's Quarterly, 1864, Vol. 1, page 330. 

1204 J(jngston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36067-1702 
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Why Peter Left the Boat 
By Paul Chapman 

W:e jesus was on a mountain praying, his 
disciples were fighting for their lives in 
the stormy Sea of Galilee. jesus walked 

on the water toward their boat, and after he spoke 
words of comfort to them, Peter asked, "Lord, if it be 
thou, bid me come unto thee on the water" (Matt. 
14:28). What would cause Peter to leave the boat, es
pecially under such tempestuous conditions? 

Peter Had C..rage 

One doesn't have to experience being in a small boat 
in a violent storm to understand the tremendous 
dread it would bring. Peter feared for his life as the 
wind-driven waves slapped the boat around. Then, 
to add to the terror, when the disciples saw jesus 
walking on the water, "they were troubled, saying, It 
is a spirit; and they cried out for fear" (Matt. 14:26). 
But Peter, after hearing jesus say, "Be of good cheer; 
it is I; be not afraid," was suddenly emboldened. The 
Savior was there, so Peter went from fearful to fear
less. 

We all go through trying storms in life, and we 
will be afraid and tired, but jesus will be with us. 
Like Peter, Jesus tells us to be courageous and un
afraid. " ... Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am 
he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore ... " (Rev. 1: 17-18). The One who has 
conquered sin and death will counsel us through his 
word to help us make it through the storms of life. 

The Psalmist wrote, "Be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the 
Lord" (Ps. 31:24). We have the assurance that God is 
not going to forsake us. He will enable us to meet the 
trials and oppositions in life, and will keep us from 
becoming faint and disheartened. As we "lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and . . . run with patience the race that is set be
fore us, looking unto jesus the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising shame, and hath sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For 
consider him that hath endured such gainsaying of 
sinners against himself, that ye wax not weary, faint
ing in your souls" (Heb. 12: 1-3 ). 

Peter Had Great Failll 
Nobody had to leave the boat, but Peter took the 
initiative. Did he want to be with jesus? Was he 
trying to demonstrate his faith to the Christ? Could 
he have simply wanted to experience walking on wa
ter? Whatever the reason, Peter asked to step out of 
the relative safety of the boat and into the dangerous 
and boisterous sea, and in doing so he displayed ex
ceptional faith in the Lord. Peter's faith wasn't blind, 
but stood firm on overwhelming evidence. He 
knew well the works of Jesus, how he healed the 
sick, and fed multitudes of people with only five 
loaves of bread and two fish. When Peter stepped 
out of that boat he trusted that Jesus would keep him 
safe. 

However, his faith quickly diminished, and Peter 
began to sink. We know why when jesus said to him, 
"0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt" 
(Matt. 14:31)? The word doubt means "to lack con
fidence in: distrust" (Webster). Peter began to look 
around at his dangerous surroundings and lost confi
dence in Jesus to keep him safe. When Jesus asked 
him why "he doubted, he was asking him for what 
cause, what reason, or what purpose. The implica
tion is that there was no good reason. Peter had ev
ery reason to maintain his great faith, but even with 
his diminished faith, he cried out to Jesus to save 
him. 

Even those with great faith will sometimes spiri
tually sink. If we sink, it is because we have taken our 
focus off Christ. jesus said, "No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62). We must put him first 
in our lives (Matt. 6:33}, and not get distracted by 
worldly cares and concerns. Like Peter, we have no 
excuse for a lack of trust in Christ. Through him we 
continue to find forgiveness (1 Tim. 2:5; 1 john 
1:9), and courage (2 Cor. 12:9), and hope (Rom. 
15: 13). Let us never doubt, but always trust that 
jesus will see us through the battle of life, and give 
those that overcome a "robe and a crown." 

704 Evans 
Killeen, TX 76541-5628 
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Teacher Exposes Classroo• Chaos 

ormer teacher, in Birmingham England, who 
went back to the classroom to make an under 
cover TV documentary exposing pupil disor

der is to face a four-day disciplinary hearing. 
Two years ago Angela Mason returned to teach

ing after an absence of 30 years, secretly filming 
scenes of appalling disruption and indiscipline for 
Five's highly acclaimed program Classroom Chaos. 

Now she faces being struck off by the General 
Teaching Council (GTC), the teaching profession's 
regulatory body. 

This week she will appear before a GTC Profes
sional Conduct Committee in Birmingham charged 
with recording children without their parents' per
mission and failure to promote the education and 
welfare of the pupils in her charge. 

Speaking exclusively to The Mail on Sunday, Ms. 
Mason said: "By gunning for me, the GTC is hoping 
this will act as a disincentive to anybody else from 
speaking up and exposing what's going on in our 
classrooms. 

"The GTC is trying to strike down the messenger 
because they don't like the message. Instead of ad
dressing the problems, I picked up and exposed in 
the program, they're pushing them to one side. 

"One of the points raised against me is I filmed 
in one school on a Friday afternoon when the pupils 
are "notoriously restless;" 

"It just beggars belief. What I found was horrify
ing. It was revelatory." 

Working under the pseudonym of Sylvia Tho
mas, Ms. Mason enrolled as a supply teacher and 
taught in 14 schools over a three-month period. 

She faced, and secretly filmed, physical violence 
and obscenity-laden invective from pupils between 
the ages of 12 and 15. 

Among the most shocking scenes was a full-scale 
classroom fight in which a 6 ft. boy wields a rubber 
truncheon as she cries for help. 

In another, boys in a computer class are seen ac
cessing hardcore porn sites. Her appeals for "quiet" 
are met with clearly audible obscene replies. 

Classroom Chaos was broadcast in April 2005 
shortly before the last General Election. Its impact 
was so great that it pushed classroom discipline to 
the top of the Election agenda. 
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Ms. Mason said: "The response was huge. I had 
letters from teachers saying, "Thank God you've told 
it how it is." We had a blog with thousands of com
ments. 

"The feedback proved that this was a nation
wide problem. The point of the program always was 
to show that. 

"We had a very clear policy not to name indi
vidual schools or individual pupils. I bent over back
wards to protect their identity and resisted a great 
defl of temptation to name them at the time. 

"By bringing these charges, the schools are nam
ing and shaming themselves because the hearing will 
be open to the Press and public. 

"It is frustrating that the GTC's focus is on me 
and the program and that the schools involved seem 
to be in denial over the real problems that I filmed." 

Ms. Mason, who taught French and English dur
ing the Seventies before moving into broadcasting, 
received a formal notice of proceedings from the 
GTC last October. 

It is understood that following the broadcast, 
three of the featured schools complained to the De
partment for Education and Skills (DfES). Their head 
teachers will be the principal witnesses in the case. 

Ironically, one of the schools involved was so im
pressed by Ms. Mason as a supply teacher before it 
discovered her journalistic status that it asked her 
back. 

The DfES investigated the complaints before de
ciding there were no child safety issues, and referred 
the case to the GTC. The process has taken more than 
a year of committee meetings, paperwork and investi
gation. 

Ms. Mason said: "A Professional Conduct hear
ing has all the trappings of a court of law and all the 
costs that entails. We've had a firm of solicitors 
working for months and a barrister for four days. 

"We have dossiers of documents, bundles of evi
dence and everything we're doing the other side 
must do as well. That's a vast amount of public 
money being wasted." 

A conservative estimate would place the GTC's 
legal costs at £15,000. 

The GTC was established in 2000 to register all 
qualified teachers to work in maintained schools and 



non-maintained special schools. 
It is funded in large part by the annual registra

tion fee but it also receives a grant from the DfES. 
It will effectively be prosecutor and judge in the 

case against Ms. Mason, with a presenting officer 
bringing the charges against her before a panel of 
three council members. 

Ms. Mason said: "I filmed without the children's 
permission or their parents. 

"But I was scrupulous in ensuring their anonym
ity and the anonymity of the school and our defense 
is that this is massively in the public interest. 

"The only way we could get this information was 
undercover. There is the implication I let things run 
on for the sake of the camera which simply isn't true 
and we will vociferously defend." 

The GTC refused to comment. But a spokesman 
for Five said: 

"We are totally behind Angie Mason's defence of 
these proceedings, which we believe to be ill-con
ceived and entirely missing the point of public inter
est and national debate that this film raised. 

"She should not be disciplined but commended 
for the issues she brought out." ~ 

COE 

Church of England traditionalists, wearied by 
the battles over homosexuality in the church 
and the clergy, are about to take it on their 

spiritual chins once again when a leading "gay" cleric 
will tell listeners to BBC Radio 4 that Christianity's 
traditional teaching on Christ's crucifixion for the 
sins of mankind is "repulsive," "insane" and makes 
"God sound like a psychopath." 

Jeffrey John, who was forced to withdraw before 
assuming a position as bishop in 2003 after it was 
learned he was in a long-term homosexual relation
ship, is scheduled to appear on Wednesday and will 
criticize ministers who use their Easter messages to 
preach that jesus was sent to earth to die as an atone
ment for sin, reported the London Telegraph. 

Christian theology has taught the doctrine of 
"penal substitution" - that humans, alienated from 
God by their sins and unable to save themselves, 
could only be forgiven by God sending Christ as a 
substitute to suffer and die in their place. 

"In other words, Jesus took the rap and we got 
forgiven as long as we said we believed in him," said 
John. "This is repulsive as well as nonsensical. It 
makes God sound like a psychopath. If a human be
haved like this we'd say that they [sic] were a mon
ster." 

John, who currently serves as dean of St. Albans, 
raised a furor when he and Grant Holmes, a hospital 
chaplain, entered into a civil partnership last August. 

Church of England clergy may enter into "gay" 
marriage if they assure their bishop they are to re
main celibate. 

In rejecting penal substitution, john will report
edly propose a different interpretation of Christ's 
death, suggesting Christ was crucified so· he could 
"share in the worst of grief and suffering that life can 
throw at us." 

Too many Christians fail to understand God is 
about "love and truth," not "wrath and punish
ment," johns said. 

Tom Wright, the bishop of Durham, blasted the 
BBC for giving john such an influential forum to 
make provocative claims on traditional beliefs, say
ing John's statements attacked the central message of 
the Christian gospel. 

"He is denying the way in which we understand 
Christ's sacrifice. It is right to stress that he is a God 
of love but he is ignoring that this means he -must 
also be angry at everything that distorts human life," 
Wright said. 

"I'm fed up with the BBC for choosing to give 
privilege to these unfortunate views," he said 
(WorldNetDaily). ~ 

Truth for Today Commentary 
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Hardback • 658 pgs. 

$29.95 plus $5.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

May 2007 19 
Fum Foundation 



Chickens and Such 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

K ayward brother presumes to give a rejoin
der to my article on "Silence" (Firm Founda
tion, February 2007, Editorial). 

His response is . ~. well ... amusing. 
This brother is perturbed because Dobbs pointed 

out that a specific command followed by silence is 
prohibitive; such silence restricts to the act or thing 
specified and prohibits all other acts or things. 

Here is the sequence: 
• Dobbs: A specific kind of animal was required 

in the Passover sacrifice of the Jews. The Law speci
fied a "lamb" and was silent as to all other animals. 
Therefore, the jews could use only a lamb in the 
Passover ceremony. The force of silence forbade all 
other animals. It was not necessary for the law to say, 
Do not use a dog or a hog because any animal other 
than a lamb was forbidden by the silence of the Law. 

The wayward brother agreed. 

• Dobbs: The baptism of the great commission is 
a burial in water and a resurrection from the water. 
The New Testament is silent as to sprinkling as a sub
stitution for the baptism that saves (1 Pet. 3:21). In 
water baptism, the silence of the Bible prohibits 
sprinkling as a substitute for burial and resurrection. 

The wayward brother agreed. 

• Dobbs: In offering incense as prescribed by the 
Law of Moses, the jewish priests were to use fire 
from the altar of God. The Law of Moses was silent 
as to fire from any other source. To offer the incense 
with "strange" fire transgressed the Law even though 
the Law was silent about the use of "strange" fire. 
The silence of sacred scriptures made fire from any 
other source sinful. 

The wayward brother agreed. 
• Dobbs: The new covenant commands, in the 

worship of God, a specific kind of music (singing). 
The Bible is silent with reference to all other music 
(instruments). This permits singing and prohibits all 
other music. 

The wayward brOther disagreed. Consistency is a 
rare jewel. 

The reasoning is the same in each instance. To 
approve the logic in three propositions and then 
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deny the· same logic in a fourth proposition is puer
ile, and made me laugh. 

The only question between us is whether "sing
ing" is a specific kind of music. We agree that the 
New Covenant is silent as to mechanical instruments 
of music used in worship of the Creator. 

Some may think that singing is not a specific kind 
of music, but it would do little good to have a discus
sipn with such people. 

· My answer to this wayward brother is, "Tut." 

CIRstl• 
Our wayward brother wants to know where is the 
passage that forbids using machinery in making mu
sic in praise of God. 

The answer is: 2 john 9 
Also, I suggest this wayward brother reconsider 

Hebrews 7:14. 
1. God commanded a special priesthood from a 

specific tribe - Levi. 
2. God spoke nothing (was silent) with reference 

to all other tribes 
3. Therefore a man from the tribe of Judah, un

der the Law of Moses, could not be a Levitical priest 
. .. for him to be a priest, the law had to be changed. 

Dear wayward brother, a specific command fol
lowed by silence requires the thing commanded and 
forbids all else. God was not silent about priests from 
the tribe of Levi, but "spake nothing" as to all other 
tribes (a specific command followed by silence). 

1lle , •• le .. ,... 

Here is a question for the wayward brother: The 
Bible is silent about Christians offering chickens in 
sacrifice to God. 

Is it biblically acceptable, in worship of God, for 
us to crucify, each first day of the week, a white 
rooster as a part of the Lord's Supper? 

If not, why not? 
Remember the Bible is silent about crucifying 

chickens! 
P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Hu111ani~~n Beco111es More Aggressive 
By E. Claude Gardner 

In the last six decades infidelity has become ram
pant. America was known as a "Christian na
tion," but now it is in the clutches of secular

ism. Of the various groups who have changed this 
nation of faith is the American Humanist Associa
tion~ Boldly the humanists are promoting their 
agenda in wide circles. 

Opl•i• s.ne, 
Unsolicited, I received from the Humanist Associa
tion literature and an opinion survey which I com
pleted and returned. My reply negated the loaded 
questions in the survey. All of the questions reflect 
Humanist tenets. Here are some of the questions 

1. Do you support the teaching of "Intelligent 
Design" alongside evolution in public schools? 

2. Do you support a woman's full range of re
productive choices, including abortion? 

3. Do you support the right of the terminally ill 
to choose death with dignity? 

4. Do you think working to benefit self and soci
ety maximizes individual happiness? 

5. Do you think knowledge of the world is de
rived from divine revelation as opposed to observa
tion, experimentation and rational analysis? 

You can request a survey form from: American 
Humanist Association 1777 T Street Nw, Washing
ton, DC 20009-7125; alia@americanhumanist.org 

One who replies is asked to join the Association 
and "help promote a more rational and compassion
ate world where diversity and freedom of thought 
are recognized and valued." 

1lle Voice of H-llis. 
What do humanists believe and seek to disseminate 
in all phases of society? Humanism is a progressive 
philosophy of life that, without supernaturalism, af
firms our ability and responsibility to lead ethical 
lives of personal fulfillment that aspire to the greater 
good of humanity. 

The mission of the American Humanist Associa
tion is to be a clear, democratic voice for humanism in 
the United States, to increase public awareness and 
acceptance of humanism, establish, protect and pro
mote the position of humanists in our society, and 

develop and advance humanist thought and action. 
Since its founding in 1941, the AHA has served as 

an innovative organization that initiates social re
forms and launches new programs. Many significant 
developments in the fields of human rights, the con
trol of population growth, sexual equality, civil liber
ties, education, science, alternative technologies, and 
humanistic psychology - now commonly practiced 
- were first advocated by humanists and the AHA. 

Humanists affirm the dignity of every human be
ing and assert that humanity is responsible for its 
own destiny, having within itself all that is needed to 
improve the conditions of life ("Values for Today," 
American Humanist Association, n.d.). Bible values 
and truth must be defended and promoted by 
churches of Christ. Gospel preachers, the Humanist 
Association has thrown down the gauntlet. What \viii 
be our response? 

bother Diabolical S.nrey 
The survey, submitted to me without my request, sup
ports the agenda for euthanasia. Compassion and 
Choices rejoice over the U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
which upheld "the Oregon law that gives terminally ill 
American adults the right to choose a dignified, pain
free, humane death with help from their doctors." 
They add that "misguided religious zealots strive ever 
harder to steal our right to self-determination." 

This organization asks for a "referendum" on 
their proposal for other states. Here are some of the 
questions on the survey. 

1. Do you believe that mentally competent, ter
minally ill adults should be able to obtain aid in dy
ing from their physician? 

2. Do you favor passage of legislation legalizing 
physician-assisted dying and protecting loved ones 
from prosecution? 

3. Should medical autonomy and free choice at 
the end of life receive more attention as an issue of 
vital importance to American families? 

My answers were in the negative, but trends in 
America probably indicate high endorsement. · 

372 E. Mill Rd. 
Henderson, 1N 38340-2428 
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Testing the Faith 

}land-new translation of the Bible - praised 
by Britain's archbishop of Canterbury, that 
nation's senior Christian voice- flatly con

tradicts traditional core Christian beliefs on sex and 
morality. 

Titled "Good as New," the new Bible is trans
lated by former Baptist minister john Henson for the 
"One" organization, to produce what the group calls 
a "new, fresh and adventurous" translation of the 
Christian scriptures. 

The 104m archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan 
Williams - leader of the Church of England - de
scribes it as a book of "extraordinary power," but ad
mitted many would be startled by its content. 

"Instead of condemning fornicators, adulterers 
and 'abusers of themselves with mankind," says Ruth 
Gledhill, the London Times religious affairs corre
spondent, "the new version of his first letter to 
Corinth has St. Paul advising Christians not to go 
without sex for too long in case they get 'frustrated.'" 

"The new version, which Dr. Williams says he 
hopes will spread 'in epidemic profusion through re
ligious and irreligious alike', turns St. Paul's stric
tures against fornication on their head," adds the 
Times. 

The One organization that produced the new 
Bible translation is dedicated to "establish[ing] 
peace, justice, dignity and rights for all." It is also fo
cused on "sustainable use of t~e earth's resources," 
challenging "oppression, injustice, exclusion and dis
crimination" as well as accepting "one another, valu
ing their diversity and experience." 

According to Ekklesia, a London-based "theo
logical think tank" that supports the "One" transla
tion: 

The translation is pioneering in its accessibil
ity, and changes the original Greek and He
brew nomenclature into modern nicknames. 
St. Peter becomes "Rocky," Mary Magdalene 
becomes "Maggie," Aaron becomes "Ron," 
Andronicus becomes "Andy" and Barabbas be
comes "Barry." 

In keeping with the times, translator Henson 
deftly translates "demon possession" as "mental ill
ness" and "Son of Man," the expression jesus fre
quently used to describe himself, as "the Complete 
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Person." In addition, parables are rendered as 
"riddles," salvation becomes "healing" or "complete
ness" and Heaven becomes "the world beyond time 
and space." 

Here's how Williams, the top Anglican arch
bishop, describes the new Bible: "Instead of being 
taken into a specialized religious frame of reference -
as happens even with the most conscientious of for
mal modern translations - and being given a gospel 
addressed to specialized concerns . . . we have here a 
vehicle for thinking and worshipping that is fully 
earthed, recognizably about our humanity." 

In addition, notes Ekklesia, the archbishop 
praises Henson's translation for eliminating "the 
stale, the technical, the unconsciously exclusive 
words and policies" in other translations. 

Here, according to the London Times, are a few 
sample passages: 

Mark 1:4 

Authorized version: "john did baptize in the wilder
ness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins." 

New: "john, nicknamed 'The Dipper,' was 'The 
Voice.' He was in the desert, inviting people to be 
dipped, to show they were determined to change 
·their ways and wanted to be forgiven." 

Instrumental Music 
in the· Public Worship 

by John L. Giradeau 
Introduction written 

by Winford Claiborne 
This book is published by the International Gospel Hour, 

a radio program sponsored by churches of Christ. It is a 
very scholarly book by a Presbyterian preacher reprinted to 
show that churches of Christ are not alone in opposing in
strumental music in worship. 

Dr. Girardeau taught for many years at Columbia Theo
logical Seminary in Columbia, S.C. This book is his answer 
to students who asked him why he opposed instrumental 
music in the worship of the church. We do not support Dr. 
Glr.adeau's denominational thoughts on other topics, but hJs 
thoughts opposing instrumental music In worship are well 
worth the study. paperback • 200 pgs. 

$10.00 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Authorized version: "And straightway coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him. And there 
came a voice from the heaven saying, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

New: "As he was climbing up the bank again, the 
sun shone through a gap in the clouds. At the same 
time a pigeon flew down and perched on him. Jesus 
took this as a sign that God's spirit was with him. A 
voice from overhead was heard saying, 'That's my 
boy! You're doing fine!'" 

Mattlaew23:25 

Authorized version: "Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites!" 

New: "Take a running jump, Holy Joes, hum
bugs!" 

Matthew 26:69-70 

Authorized version: "Now Peter sat without in the 
palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, 'Thou 
also wast with Jesus of Galilee.' But he denied before 
them all, saying, I know not what thou say est." 

New: "Meanwhile Rocky was still sitting in the 
courtyard. A woman came up to him and said: 
'Haven't I seen you with Jesus, the hero from Gali
lee?" Rocky shook his head and said: 'I don't know 
what the hell you're talking about!'" 

1 Corl ... iaa 7:1-2 

KJV: "Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote 
unto me: [It is] good for a man not to touch a 
woman. Nevertheless, [to avoid] fornication, let ev
ery man have his own wife, and let every woman 
have her own husband." 

New: "Some of you think the best way to cope 
with sex is for men and women to keep right away 
from each other. That is more likely to lead to sexual 
offences. My advice is for everyone to have a regular 
partner." 

I Corlllllalaas 7:8-7 

KJV: "I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, 
It is good for them if they abide even as I. But if they 
cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to 
marry than to burn." 

New: "If you know you have strong needs, get 
yourself a partner. Better than being frustrated" 
(WorldNetDaily, june 24, 2004). 

cKtracteJ lodofl? 
Cotham-Da'Vis Debate 
on the Godhead and Mira~les Today 
Swainsboro, Georgia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 
The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person, namely, Jesus Christ 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced In the early days of the 
church are for believers today. 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback, 234 pgs. BDCR03 .................................... $7.95 

Cotham -John Debate 
on Miracles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affirm: Peny B. Cotham 
Deny: Peter John 
The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue fn the 
church today 
Affirm: Peter John, Amble Church, Amble, Michigan 
Deny: Peny B. Cotham, Church of Christ 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 .................................... $7.00 

Perry B. Cotham 
and John Bartley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-Aprll 2, 1980 

$3.00slh 

Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hanley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue In the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

Paperback, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ........••.............••..........•.. $6.00 
$3.00s&h 

Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 
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Historic Ja111estown 

T e first goal of the jamestown settlers who ar
rived in Vuginia in 1607 to create a nation 
was to spread the gospel, according to a new 

memorandum being given to guides at the historic 
location where settlers beat the Plymouth Pilgrims to 
the New World by 13 years. 

jamestown is where what later became America 
was introduced to the millennia-old, Christian com
mon law tradition, the first Protestant house of wor
ship, the first Christian conversions and a vision of a 
republican representative government, and for this 
year, ongoing events are planned to mark 
jamestown's 400th anniversary. 

"The first motivation mentioned in the 1606 
charter is to spread the Christian religion. The state
ment below is made by or on behalf of King james to 
the major investors in the Virginia Company," the 
memo said 

Wet; greately oommending and graciously ac
cepting of theire desires to the furtherance of 
soe noble a worke which may, by the provi
dence of Almightie God, hereafter tende to 
the glorie of His Divine Maiestie to suche 
people as yet live in darkeness and miserable 
ignorance of the true knoweledge and 
worshippe of God and may in tyme bring the 
infidels and salvages living in those parts to 
humane civilitie and to a setled and quiet 
govemmente ••• 

"The English strongly believed it was their duty 
to spread the gospel and convert the indigenous 
people they encountered to the Christian faith, spe
cifically the Church of England. In addition, King 
james recognized the importance of establishing En
glish colonies, as a counter to the energetic coloniz
ing efforts of the Spanish, their long-time rivals. As 
the Spanish established colonies in the Americas, 
they zealously converted the native people of those 
regions to Roman Catholicism. King James, as the 
head of the Church of England, wished to establish a 
foothold for Protestantism in the New World, for 
both spiritual and political reasons," the instructions 
continue. 

The second goal of the "joint stockholding com
pany" was for the purpose of "making a profit" from 
the raw materials investors hoped to find in Vuginia, 
the memo said. 
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A large part of the 1606 charter is devoted to 
the rights of the investors to discover and 
profit from "all the Iandes, woodes, soile, 
groundes, havens, partes, rivers, mine~ miner
als, marrishes, waters, fishinges, commodities 
and hereditamentes whatsoever, in Virginia. 
They were given instructions to "dig, myne, 
and searche for all manner of Mynes of Goulde 
Silver and Copper aswell within anie parte of 
theire saide severall Colonies." 

In third place was to search for a river route 
through the continent of North America to the Pa
cific Ocean or "Other Sea," the memo said. "This 
was the Northwest Passage which Europeans long 
believed would provide faster access to the ~ast 
Indies and the highly desirable and expensive silks 
and spices found there," it said. 

In the second charter, from 1609, instructions 
also were added to seek any survivors from the 
1580's settlement of Roanoke, the "Lost Colony" 
near what is Manteo, N.C., today. 

The situation developed when a California 
preacher led a group of visitors through the area, 
and noted that Christian artifacts were overlooked. 
Then when he asked a question about replicas of the 
Ten Commandments and the Lord's Prayer, "our 
guide responded •.. by saying that she was I: unable to 
speak about the plaques. We are only allowed to say 
they are religious plaques.,, 

The managing board of jamestown approved 
new interpretive programs for 2007, including new 
church-based programs such as "Tolling of the Bell: 
Religion at jamestown" which is being added to the 
existing church programming, "The Law and the 
Lord," and "Rule of Law." 

Two additional programs, "jamestown Sermons" 
and "Origins of the Anglican Faith" are to be added, 
and a new introductory film, "1607: A Nation Takes 
Root," and new galleries that "trace the central role 
Christianity played in life in the 17m century" are be
ing developed. 

"While the tour guides at the Jamestown Settle
ment and Museum were cordial and informative 
on many points, we were all caught off guard by 
their unwillingness (yes, unwillingness) to discuss 
Jamestown's religious roots. As one of the tour guides 
was leading us through the very heart of the replica of 



the community, the Anglican Church, we asked if she 
could speak about the significance of the three reli
gious plaques on the wall in the front of the church: 
the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and the 
Apostles' Creed (the same are in the Bruton Parish 
Church in Williamsburg)." 

The guide reported being able to identify them 
only as "religious." 

Doug Phillips, president of Vtsion Forum Minis
tries, said, He "is outraged over the removal of 
Christianity from virtually every portion· of the 
location's 400tb anniversary events, and it prompted 
him to announce the Jamestown Quadricentennial: 
A Celebration of America's Providential History for 
June 11-16." 

Those events arranged by Vtsion Forum will in
clude the settlers' Christian heritage, because Phillips 
said the war over the accuracy of the historical pre
sentations "is one of the most significant battles of 
our day. It is the battle for our history." 

"Jamestown's Christian legacy of law and liberty 
is significant," Phillips said. "The vision for .settle
ment at Jamestown was first communicated by a 
British cartographer and preacher named Richard 
Hakluyt who hoped the Virginia settlement would 
be a beacon for religious liberty. The Virginia Char
ter for 1606, both empowering and governing the 
Jamestown settlement, was expressly rooted in the 
Great Commission of Holy Scripture." 

He said it certainly is good that some of 
Christianity's significant contributions are being re
stored at Jamestown, but he said the entire anniver
sary campaign still lacks anything that could be de
scribed as adequate in its recognition of Christianity. 

"The documents on the websites are horrific and 
shameful, and events themselves are laced with the 
most offensive revisionism," he said. For 350 years, 
the celebrations of the Jamestown founding always 
have included Christianity's role, but this year, it is 
not only being excluded, but being "corrected," he 
said. 

"They are doing the best they can to minimize 
references to God," he said, citing bookstore offer
ings that promote "spirit gods" but are a vacuum 

-A great idea-

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1-888-367-6216 

when it comes to a representation of the historical 
Christian record. 

"It's down on western Christendom, up with 
spirit guides," he said. 

And when confronted with existing historic 
markers that reference the Bible and its influence, 
the contemporary programs answer by saying, "The 
people of the past were wrong," he said. 

"The whole thing is rife with revisionist displays, 
from the movie all the way through the dioramas, 
they paint the picture of Europeans who came over 
as elitist barbarians and the savages were noble and 
advanced," Phillips said. 

He was especially distressed that such a 400lh an
niversary is a first - and only - such event for this 
nation. "I always want to be the first person to say 
thank you even when my opponents do the right 
thing," he said. 

But he said the organizers already have made it 
clear they want to turn history into pluralism at 
Jamestown, "meaning every religious bent, except 
the really historic Christian one, is going to get its 
day in court." 

U.S. Rep. Virgil Goode Jr., R-Va., added his en
dorsement. 

"We are overlooking the true facts of our history if 
we ignore the importance of Christian faith and reli
gion to these early settlers," he said in a letter to Philip 
Emerson, executive director of the Jamestown
Yorktown Foundation. 

"Historian Sydney Ahlstrom notes that, 'From 
1607-1619 the colony's religious affairs were guided 
by the Vtrginia Company, which framed its laws and 
sent out ministers in the capacity of chaplains." Ac
cording to Ahlstrom, their enactments included mo
rality, in which: 

"immoderate dress was prohibited; and ministers 
were to reprove the intemperate, publicly if need be. 
There were fines for swearing, and excommunica
tion and arrest for persistent sinning. Morning and 
afternoon services were required on Sunday, and ne
glectful persons were subject to censure. The gover-· 
nor set apart 'glebes,' or lands to support the church 
and ministers in each of the four parishes into which 
the colony had been divided. To promote evangelism 
among the Indians, each town was to educate 'a cer
tain number' of natives and prepare them for col
lege. There was even talk of founding a missionary 
'university' at Henrico" (WorldNetDaily.com, Apr. 
22, 2007). 
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Potpourri ••• 

T:ere is bad news, but, thank God, there is 
so good news. We much prefer to think on 

the things that "are more excellent," but 
would be foolish not to look at things that are infe
rior because poor things sometimes slap us. It is well 
to have a forewarning. "Watch ye therefore." 

(By the way, we are indebted to Earl Davis of 
Chicago and Elvin DeShazo of Houston for supplying 
most of the information that follows. Thanks, Earl 
and Elvin, we are fortunate and glad to have you on 
the team.) 

Anyway, here we go again - the good, the bad, 
and the ugly. 

AorfiotJs 
• WASHINGTON, April 19.- That abortion is 

bad for fetuses is a statement of the obvious. That it 
is bad for women, too, is a premise that ... got five 
votes at the Supreme Court on Wednesday (New 
York nmes, Apr. 20, 2007). 

It was a development that stunned abortion 
rights advocates and that represents a major depar
ture "from how the court has framed the abortion is
sue for the past 34 years. The question of the day af
ter the justices voted 5 -to-4 to uphold the federal 
Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act is where the court 
goes from here. 

. . . the court held that an abortion procedure 
could be prohibited because the procedure itself, not 
the pregnancy, threatened a woman's mental and 
moral health. 

Justice Andrew M. Kennedy, in his majority 
opinion, wrote it is "self-evident" and "unexcep
tional to conclude" that "some women" who choose 
to terminate their pregnancies suffer "regret," "se
vere depression," "loss of esteem," and other ills. 
"Geei __ ,..., 

• A woman and her mother sued Best Buy and its 
"Geek Squad" computer repair team Wednesday, 
claiming they were legally responsible for dispatch
ing a technician who allegedly videotaped the daugh
ter taking a shower. 

The suit, filed in Los Angeles County Superior 
Court on behalf of Sarah Vasquez, 22, and her mother, 
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Natalie Fornaciari, 46, both from city of Industry, al
leges that Geek Squad technician Hao Kuo Chi, 26, 
placed his cellphone in Vasquez's bathroom during a 
computer service call March 4 and recorded her 
showering. 

According to the suit, Chi came to the family's 
home last month for a scheduled computer service 
appointment. After starting to work, he asked to use 
the bathroom and was shown to one shared by 
Vasquez and her 13-year-old sister, Kelly Rocha, the 
lawsuit said. A camera was later discovered in the 
bathroom that had a recording of the young girl tak
ing a shower. 

-Het~itag·e
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lor Scouts 8elellf 40U 
• :fhe U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7rh Circuit 

dismissed a lawsuit by the American Civil Liberties 
Union to stop the Defense Department from allow
ing the Boy Scouts of America to hold its National 
Jamboree every four years at Fort A.P. Hill in 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

The ACLU, suing on behalf of individual named 
taxpayers, had argued allowing the Boy Scouts to 
hold the event on public property is an unconstitu
tional establishment of religion, because the 
organization's membership is limited to those who 
believe in God. 

The ACLU points out the Boy Scouts require 
members to swear an oath to "do my duty to God 
and my country" (WorldNetDaily, Apr. 5, 2007). 

Well ... what's wrong with that? ..,, 
• LONDON (Reuters Life!)- A Hindu group in 

Wales are fighting to save the life of a bull they be
lieve is sacred from slaughter after it tested positive 
for bovine tuberculosis. 

Followers at the Skanda Vale Hindu temple in the 
western Welsh town of Llanpumsaint, Carmarthen, 
are considering forming a human chain in an attempt 
to save Shambo the temple bull from the abattoir, and 
have launched a petition on their Web site. 

Appeals to the Welsh Assembly and Britain's De
partment for Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
have failed, and a notice of intended slaughter has 
been issued. 

The Hindu order at Skanda Vale, the Community 
of the Many Names of God, said in a statement: "If 
we were to permit DEFRA to kill Shambo it would 
be an appalling desecration of life, the sanctity of our 
temples and Hinduism as a whole. 

"We could no more allow the slaughter of 
Shambo than we could the killing of a human being. 
Ultimately, we will be willing to defend his life with 
our own." 

Cltrisfi•• leaders Oppose Bill • Bale 
• WASHINGfON: A hate crimes bill passed by 

the U. S. House yesterday, extending coverage to 
people victimized because of sexual orientation, gen
der identity or disability, is attracting opposition 
from an unusual coalition of Christian leaders. 

Proponents say the bill - similar to one the Sen
ate is expected to pass in the next few weeks - is a 
moral imperative. But some Christians are depicting 
it as a "thought crimes" bill attacking First Amend-

ment freedoms of speech and religion. A coalition of 
evangelical, fundamentalist and black religious lead
ers is mounting a furious assault on the bill, airing 
television ads and mobilizing members to stop its 
progress. President Bush has said he might veto the 
measure. 

If the bill, approved 23 7-18 0, were to become 
law, they say, a preacher could be held liable for giv
ing a sermon against homosexuality if a listener later 
attacked a gay individual (Baltimore Sun, May 4, 
2007). 

Ifill S.es li6Nrr 
• In today's internet age, books are almost a for

gotten commodity in public libraries, but if you look 
hard enough you can still find some gems. For ex
ample, two teenage boys in Bentonville, Arkansas 
unearthed a hefty tome entided "The Whole Lesbian 
Sex Book" while "browsing for material on military 
academies" - or so they told their father. Although 
the sex guide by Felice Newman has been "deemed 
suitable for all public libraries, according· to the Li
brary Journal," the dad, Earl Adams, was so per
turbed by its contents that he is suing Bentonville for 
$20,000 (Washingtonpost.com, Apr. 25, 2007). 

ll'fiH •e• SciJools 
• A nationally distributed training video pro

duced by a "gay" advocacy group- which claims 
it's been shown on more than 100 public television 
stations - advises teachers to promote homosexual
ity as normal and healthy to children as young as kin
dergarten age, regardless of what values the child has 
been taught at home. 

FLoRIDA 
ScHooL o:r PREACHING 

1807 South Florida Avenue • Lakeland Florida 33803 
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"We are asking kids to believe this [homosexual
ity] is right. Not as a matter of moral principle, but 
as a matter of, we' re educating them and this is part 
of what we consider to be a healthy education," one 
unidentified teacher said during the videotaped 
meeting of educators preparing to teach - or as 
their critics charge, "brainwash"- their students. 

That particular response was to a question from 
another teacher who wondered how to approach ho
mosexual advocacy when a student comes from a 
background of biblical teaching, that is, that homo
sexuality is a sin. 

"I don't know what to do about this but, as a 
school are we saying that kids have to support this? I 
guess that's what it sounds like to me that we're say
ing. If a child comes from a background that says ho
mosexuality is not correct, are we telling that child 
that .. . this is what you are supposed to do?" asked 
the teacher. 

The answer was a resounding yes. 
The videos are available for viewing on the Mass 

Resistance website. 
"Al.though 'It's Elementary' was made over a de

cade ago, it's still a major training film for homo
sexual activists, is still being shown in schools across 
the country, and has become a standard feature at 
homosexual teachers' conferences," the Mass Resis
tance site says. "How much further has that agenda 
reached since then? How many more young children 
are being desensitized to homosexuality in their 
young years by these sophisticated techniques. And 
more importantly, when are you going to get involved 
to do something about it?, (WorldNetDaily, Apr. 29, 
2007). 
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federal JIHige 
• Chicago, May. 9, 2007 (CWNews.com) - A 

federal judge in Chicago has handed down a final 
ruling in favor of pro-life defendants in the landmark 
case of NOW v. Scheidler, formally ending an epic 
court battle that lasted nearly 21 years and three 
times came before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Judge David Coar issued a final judgment on 
May 8, dismissing the charges brought against pro
life activists by the National Organization for 
Women under the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt 
Organizations (RICO) Act in June 1986. 

"I've waited twenty-one years for this news!" 
said Joseph Scheidler, national director of the Chi
cago-based Pro-Life Action League. "I am no longer 
a federal racketeer!" Scheidler was one of a group of 
named defendants in the case, which also included 
Randall Terry, the founder of Operation Rescue. ·-·· , .. ,.,, 

• A Malaysian state has closed down a museum 
exhibition on ghosts, ghouls and supernatural beings 
after Islamic clerics claimed it was detrimental to 
Muslims' faith, newspapers reported Saturday. 

The exhibition at the state museum in southern 
Negeri Sembilan has drawn some 25,000 visitors 
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since it opened March 10. But it has also attracted 
criticism from religious scholars who charged the 
show was un-Islamic and based in fantasy, the New 
Straits 'limes reported. 

Culture, Arts and Heritage Minister Rais Yatim 
also disapproved of the exhibition, saying it was not 
beneficial to the community. 

The Negeri Sembilan state government decided 
to halt the show Friday after the National Fatwa 
Council ruled it was forbidden under Islam as it 
could undermine Muslims' faith, The Star newspaper 
reported (Apr. 14, 2007). ,.pfiwe...,. 

• MILWAUKEE - After a series of violent inci
dents on school campuses, public school officials 
here are considering the use of flexible plastic hand
cuffs on out-of-control students - from kindergar
teners on up. 

The Milwaukee School Board voted yesterday to 
begin training security staff members to use the plas
tic handcuffs, but the issue has provoked a heated 
debate between parents and administrators ov~r how 
to provide a safe learning environment. 

In October, a 15-year-old female student at
tacked the principal at Milwaukee's Ronald Wilson 
Reagan College Preparatory High School. The prin
cipal sustained a concussion when her head was 
slammed against a wall and a compression fracture in 
her back. 

In November, a female teacher at Madison High 
School was sexually assaulted by a 17 -year-old male 
student in front of a class. Earlier in the school year, 
an assistant principal was assaulted by a student (Bal
timore Sun, Apr. 21, 2007). 

le C.Rfefl 
• A rally is planned on the steps of the Oregon 

Capitol Monday afternoon as Christian individuals 
and leaders from across the state will protest the leg
islative plan to adopt as state law a "pagan· morality" 
that would include public education to "eliminate at
titudes" that oppose the homosexual lifestyle choice. 

David Crowe of Restore America ministry is pub
licizing the event. 

Crowe said the plan's introduction to the full 
House of Representatives originally was scheduled 
about mid-week, but has been moved up. 

"The 'mid-week' vote is somehow moved to Tues
day, and after hearing there will be a major opposition 
rally on the steps of the Capitol on Monday after
noon, the governor's train to 'moral nowhere' may 

reach its destination this ... Monday!" Crowe said. 
House Speaker Jeff Merkley, Majority Leader 

Dave Hunt and Rules Committee Chairwoman 
Diane Rosenbaum "are all Portland liberals, deter
mined, along with their cohorts in the Senate and 
governor's office, to ignore the will of the people, fa
voring instead a vocal immoral minority who are 
equally determined to force the rest of us to accept a 
different morality, a morality that is detrimental to 
both emotional and physical well being of our citi
zens, and the future of our children," Crowe said. 

1-Sbirts ,..,.,;_, So4omr 
• A handful of students were suspended from 

Rio Linda High School on Wednesday for refusing to 
take off anti-homosexual T-shirts that administrators 
said were inappropriate. 

The shirts, which the students wore in protest of 
the Day of Silence said "Sodomy is sin" and quoted a 
Bible passage about homosexuality. 

Phil Spears, interim principal of Rio Linda, said 
the shirts violated the school's dress code. Students 
were asked to take them off, he said, and were sus
pended if they disobeyed the request. 

"They're offensive to some people and disrup-
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tive to school," he said. "Kids are going to react to 
these." 

And that they did. 
Protests were not nearly as large or inflammatory 

Wednesday as at other schools last year. Some of the 
suspended students and their supporters staged an 
after-school protest outside Rio Linda High. They 
held signs saying, "School censors Bible," "School 
bans free speech" and " Don't silence Christians." 

T hey were met by another group of students 
wearing shirrs that sa id "Day of Silence." Some of 
them described themselves as lesbians, o thers said 
they wore the shi rts in support of homosexual 
friends or family members. 

Protestors say the Day of Silence promotes a ho
mosexual agenda in the public schools. They say they 
should be entitled to counter it by promoting a 
Chrislian message . 

Human Sanity 
• WASHINGTON- From the clamor following 

the Supreme Court's ruling to ban partia l-birth abor
tion, one might assume that American women have 
been robbed of choice. 

In fact, women can still render themselves 
unpregnant, in the vernacular of choice-speak, by 
several means. They can "disarticulate the fetus" and 
even "reduce" or "separate the fetal calvarium." 

If the vocabulary is confusing, that's the point. 
Using Orwellian language to sanitize the issue, so to 
speak, is a rime-honored tactic of the "pro-choice" 
arbiters. If we don ' t say what it is, we can pretend 
what it isn't. 

Herewith, a brief translation: 
Disarticulating a fetus, which sounds like sus

pending a pre-born 's instant-messaging privileges, 
means to dismember it. Reducing a calvarium - a 
thoroughly desirable-sounding procedure, like lanc
ing a boil - means to suck the brains from the 
baby's head. Separating the calvarium means to sever 
the head with scissors (Townhall.com, Apr. 20, 
2007). 

Kill, Kill, Kill 
· When ex-Muslim Ayaan Hirsi Ali appeared at 

the University o f Pittsburgh at Johnstown, Muslim 
groups tried to have her speech shut down. And they 
made it clear that if they had the power, and U.S. law 
were written accord ing to shari' a, Hirsi Ali wou ld 
not simply be prohibi ted from speaking. 

According to the president of the Johnstown Is
lamic Center, [mam Fouad ElBayly, she'd be dead. 
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And in a perfect example of the bizarre discon
nect between reality and the shiny happy 
multicultural world of the media, the Pittsburgh Tri
bune-Review calls thi s a "debate on religious free
dom ." This isn ' t in Afghani'itan It ' s in Pittsburgh 
(Apr. 22, 2007) . 

1Cilli11gs l.in'ed fo Ga11gs 
· Rachel Louis was an innocent bystander. The 

17 -year-old was shot to death in December while sit
ting in a car parked outside her boyfriend's home in 
North Miami Beach. Drive-by gunmen with an as
sault rifle sprayed it with 25 bullets. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney R. Alexander Acosta 
painted a grim picture of Louis' death on Friday in 
announcing the creation of a violent-crime task force 
that will aim to reduce South Florida's rising murder 
rate. 

''This is not an isolated incident," said Acosta, 
flanked by a dozen local, county and federal law en
forcement officers. '"This is what's happening again 
and again in our neighborhoods." 

In Miami-Dade County, 258 people were shot, 
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stabbed, beaten or otherwise killed last year. The toll 
represented a 40-percent increase from 2005 and a 
high not logged here since 199 8, when there were 
280 homicides. 

Authorities said those national gangs, based in 
California, have not infiltrated South Florida - but 
they have made their mark in Miami-Dade and Palm 
Beach counties. 

Said Acosta: "We have to start doing something 
about this now so they don't get that foothold" 
(MiamiHerald, Apr. 14, 2007). 
...... of life .., ,_, 

• Dozens of unborn babies have been killed in a 
sweep by Chinese authorities of the Guangxi prov
ince that snared pregnant women and brought them 
against their will to a hospital for fatal abortion in
jections, according to a Christian ministry that moni
tors the district and ministers to those in need. 

"After 41 women were forced to have abortions 
on [Tuesday], China Aid Association has learned that 
the Youjiang District People's Hospital of Baise City 
performed forced abortions for at least 20 more 
pregnant women on [Wednesday]," an alert from the 
organization said. 

China Aid, which has its U.S. offices in Midland, 
Texas, confirmed that eyewitnesses are reporting 
that the latest roundup of pregnant women involved 
more than 20, who were transported to a hospital by 
government "Family Planning" authorities. 

"Within 30 minutes, about 10 of them were in
jected forcefully for an abortion. This means within 
[the] last 24 hours, at least 61 babies were killed by 
forced abortions," the sources within China told 
CAA. 

"At bed Number 37, Ms. He Caigan was nine 
months pregnant. Officials injected her baby's head 
and 20 minutes later, her baby stopped moving and 
died," the sources confirmed (WorldNetDaily, Apr. 
2007). 
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Muslim Bate Bibles 
• Police detained five more suspects Thursday in 

the deaths of three men who were found with their 
throats slit in a publishing house that prints Bibles, 
the latest in a string of attacks targeting Christians in 
the mostly Muslim country. 

The arrests brought to 10 the number of suspects 
in custody, all people in their late teens or early 20s, 
said Halil Ibrahim Dasoz, governor of Malatya, the 
city in central Turkey where the killings took place. 

Local media said five suspects detained Wednes
day were college students who were living at a resi
dence that belongs to an Islamic foundation. Some of 
those suspects told investigators they carried out the 
killings to protect Islam, a Turkish newspaper re
ported. 

"We didn't ~o this for ourselves, but for our reli
gion," Hurriyet newspaper quoted one suspect as 
saying. "Our religion is being destroyed. Let this be a 
lesson to enemies of our religion." 

CIJalleage 
• Ayaan Hirsi Ali is arguably the bravest and 

most remarkable woman of our times. 
To understand why this 37-year-old woman is 

extraordinary, she must be assessed in the context of 
the forces pitted against her in her twin struggles to 
force the Western world to take note of Islam's di
vinely ordained enslavement of women, and to force 
the Islamic world to account for it. 

A series of incidents this week placed the forces 
she battles in stark relief. Sunday Muslims shot up 
the Omariyah elementary school in Gaza. One man 
was killed and six were wounded in the onslaught. 
The murderers attacked because the UN-run school 
in Rafah had organized a sports day for the children, 
in which little boys would be playing with little girls. 

The idea that boys and girls might play sports to
gether was too much for the righteous believers. It 
was an insult to Islam, they said. And so they decided 
to kill the little boys and girls (The jerusalem Post, 
May. 7, 2007). 

It Caa Be lloae 
• Patrick Henry College, the Virginia school cre

ated "to prepare Christian men and women who will 
lead our nation and shape our culture with timeless 
biblical values," has been accredited by the Transna
tional Association of Christian Colleges and Schools. 

"I glory in the Lord and His provision for Patrick 
Henry College," said Graham Walker, president of 
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the school. "The Lord has allowed us to receive vali
dation from a federally recognized accrediting 
agency, affirming the integrity of our mission and 
how we're carrying it out." 

TRACS, which is approved by the U.S. Depart
ment of Education as a nationally recognized institu
tional accrediting agency, also is recognized by the 
Council for Higher Education Accreditation (World
NetDaily, Apr. 21, 2007). ,.., ... .., .... 

• A new bill, the Employment Non-Discrimina
tion Act (E.NDA), has been introduced in the House 
of Representatives by homosexual Congressman 
Barney Frank. The bill (HR 2015) would force orga
nizations such as the Boy Scouts, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, daycare centers, Christian business owners, 
adoption agencies, public schools, municipalities and 
a host of other businesses and organizations to hire 
homosexual applicants. 

ENDA would make it illegal to fire, refuse to hire 
or refuse to promote an employee based on his/her sex
ual orientation or "gender identity." Such acts would 
be considered crimes subject to severe penalties. 

The same day that ENDA was introduced, an
other bill - commonly called the Hate Crimes Act 
(HR 1592)- cleared committee for a full vote by 
the House. The Hate Crimes Act criminalizes a vast 
array of state and local acts and threatens religious 
leaders with criminal prosecution for their thoughts, 
beliefs, and statements. 

The intent of the Hate Crimes Act is to give spe
cial status to homosexuals. Republicans tried to ex
pand the "protected class" in the bill to include se
nior citizens, pregnant women, prior victims, chil
dren under 18, the unborn, court witnesses, the mili
tary and more. Democrats defeated all amendments, 
projecting the welfare of homosexuals above other 
classes of citizens. The House Judiciary Committee 
then passed the bill on strict party lines -20 Demo
crats for and 14 Republicans against. ..... ,.,.., 

• A new study concludes children whose parents 
regularly attend religious services and talk about 
their faith have better self-control, social skills and 
approaches to learning than children with non-reli
gious parents. 

The research le~ by John Bartkowski, a Missis
sippi State University sociologist, is the first to look 
at the effects of religion on young child develop
ment, reports LiveScience.com. 
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Parents and teachers of more than 16,000 chil
dren were asked in the study to assess self-control, 
behavior and cooperation with peers. The research
ers compared the scores to how frequendy the 
children's parents said they attended worship ser
vices, talked about religion with their child and ar
gued about religion in home. 

Children with two parents who frequendy at
tended religious services £aired the best. 

"A caring, nurturing environment both at home 
and in the classroom is conducive to academic suc
cess." 

•Btioa 1e1s •• •r 
• Peter Gomes has been at Harvard University 

for 37 years and says he remembers when religious 
people on campus felt under siege. To be seen as reli
gious often meant being dismissed as not very bright, 
he said. 

No longer. At Harvard these days, said Gomes, 
the university preacher, "There is probably more ac
tive religious life now than there has been in 100 
years." 

Across the country, on secular campuses as varied 
as Colgate University, the University of Wisconsin 
and the University of California, Berkeley, chaplains, 
professors and administrators say students are drawn 
to religion and spirituality with more fervor than at 
any time they can remember. 

More students are enrolling in religion courses, 
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even majoring in religion; more are living in dormi
tories or houses where matters of faith and spiritual
ity are a part of daily conversation; and discussion 
groups are being created for students to grapple with 
such questions as what happens after death, dozens 
of university officials said in interviews (Jnterna 
tiona/ Herald Tribune, May 4, 2007). 

lepelff or llie 
• ~slamabad (AsiaNews) -A draft bill adopted 

in first reading by Pakistan's National Assembly is 
now before a standing committee. Tabled by a six
party politico-religious a lliance, the Muttahida 
Majlis-i-Amal or MMA, the Apostasy Act 2006 
which the government sent to the committee would 
impose the death penalty on Muslim men and life in 
prison on Muslim women in case they leave Islam. It 
would also force them to forfeit their property and 
lose legal custody of children. 

Saiptvre-reciting 
• A man let out of jail earlier this week for being 

able to recite Bible verses is once again locked up by 
the same Judge Friday on different charges. 

On Wednesday, Eric Hines' attorney told 
Hamilton County Municipal Judge John Burlew that 
his client was a Christian. 

Burlew told Hines to prove it, which he 
promptly did by reciting several Bible verses. 

Hines didn't get the same chance on Friday, how
ever. 

Burlew says his intent was to test the suspect's 
honesty, not to endorse Christianity in the court
room, but the judge does say he was justified to use a 
religious reference. 

"People do not understand the separation of 
church and state," Judge Burlew said. "When a wit
ness testifies in my courtroom, they raise their right 
hand and swear to God, they put their hand on a 
Bible, and if they pay a fine it is with currency that 
says in God We Trust." 

Burlew's action have gained nationwide atten 
tion, and not everyone agrees with them. 

On Friday, a grievance was made against him to 
the Ohio Supreme Court by a California man. 

Me• Spa•llefl 
• Construction has started on the world's first 

Woman-town, where disobedient men will get a 
spanking. 

The 2.3sqkm Shuangqiao district in China's 
Chongqing will have a motto proclaiming its philoso-

phy: "A woman never makes a mistake, a man must not 
refuse a woman 's request." 

Li Jigang, the town's director of tourism, said: 
"In any tour group entering this town, female mem
bers would play the deciding role concerning shop
ping and other items of the itinerary ... A disobedient 
man will be punished by kneeling on an uneven 
board or by washing dishes in a restaurant" (The 
Australian, Apr. 16, 2004). 

Transgender Student lluns for ICing 

• fRESNO, Calif. (AP) - When school officials 
announce the name of the Fresno High School prom 
king on Saturday, Cinthia Covarrubias will be wear
ing a tuxedo just like the six boys vying for the 
honor. 

School officials this week added the 17 -year
old's name to the ballot for prom king, reversing a 
previous district protocol that allowed only males to 
run for king and females for prom queen. 

Covarrubias, who wears black-and-white Vans, 
baggy shorts and dose-cropped brown hair, some
times identifies herself as Tony. Her date, a close fe
male friend, plans to wear a black dress and red cor
sage to the prom at an outdoor reception hall sur
rounded by man-made waterfalls. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Questions: Are the white races of England and 
America the "ten lost tribes of Israel"? What 

happened to the ten tribes? Is there a distinction be
tween Israel and Judah in the New Testament? Have 
the prophecies about Israel been fulfilled or are we 
to look for fulfillment for today (S. B.) 

Answer: The Anglo-Saxon peoples of today are not 
fithe descendants of the ten lost tribes. 

This view is known as "British Israelism." It was 
popularized by the television preaching of Herbert 
W. Armstrong, and later by his son, Garner Ted 
Armstrong, on their radio program, "The World To
morrow." They preached under the auspices of the 
"Worldwide Church of God.~ 

The Worldwide Church of God also taught 
premillennialism and sabbatarianism. 

The group has undergone significant and trau
matic changes in recent decades, including the with
drawal of fellowship from Garner Ted by his dad, 
who is now deceased. Garner Ted can still be heard 
weekly on some cable television stations and, though 
now speaking for a "Church of God International " ' is still proclaiming most of the same doctrines. 

The view that the European white races are the 
ten lost tribes now rediscovered was argued on the 
basis of such irrelevancies and non sequiturs as that 
the Hebrew word for covenant is b,ritb and the He
brew word for man is ish. Those two words put to-
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gether, it is asserted, make "British," which means 
therefore "man of the covenant." 

"Saxon," they say, is a corruption of "Isaac's son." 
None of that has any linguistic or historical cred

ibility. 

.... Happe•d to tile T• Lost Trilles? 
The "ten lost tribes" were not lost in the sense of 
wandering off somewhere, waiting to be found. The 
people were scattered following their defeat and ex
ile by the Assyrians. They are spoken of as the "lost 
ten tribes" simply because they were never reestab
lished as a separate nation. 

The northern tribes of Israel became a separate 
kingdom, known as Israel, after the death of So
lomon. Until that time the whole nation was known 
as Israel. The new Israel's first king was jeroboam, 
who changed the appointed place of worship from 
the temple in jerusalem to shrines at Dan and Bethel 
appointed a priesthood who were not Levites, and 
erected golden calves to represent the LoRD in viola-
tion of the second commandment. ' 

Several dynasties came and flourished and per
ished, leading Israel into ever greater apostasy. Some 
of their kings introduced Baal worship and opposed 
the worship of the LoRD. 

They also became corrupt in their rule and judg
ments and oppressed the poor. 

Finally God used the Assyrians under King 
Shalmaneser to punish and conquer Israel. Samaria 
Israel's capital, fell about 721 B.C. "He (Shalmaneser) 
~ed the Israelites away to Assyria and placed them 
1n Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan and in 
the cities of the Medes" (2 Kings 17 :6). ' 

They intermarried with the people into whose 
lands they were taken and for the most part lost their 
identity as a separate people. 

Some of the people were left in the land, how
ever, and ultimately reappeared as part of the re
stored Southern Kingdom. An example is Anna of 
the tribe of Asher, who greeted the baby jesus in' the 
temple (Luke 2:36). 



•. 

The southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, con
tinued to be ruled by the Davidic dynasty. During the 
time of the divided kingdom, they were known as 
Judah, from which we get "Jews." 

They too became wicked and idolatrous, and 
God gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzer, 
King of Babylon. They rebelled, and about 586 B.C. 
Nebuchadnezzer besieged and reconquered them. 
Jerusalem, including its walls and the temple, was ut
terly destroyed, and the people of the Southern 
Kingdom were carried away into exile. 

The best of the people, however, remained a 
separate people in Babylon. Daniel and his three 
friends, for example, though prominent members of 
Nebuchadnezzer's advisory board, refused to violate 
the dietary laws that helped keep the Jews separated 
from the Gentiles (Dan. 1). 

Eventually, in accordance with the promises of 
God, the Medes and Persians conquered the Baby
lonians and allowed the Jews (and other nations) to 
return to their homeland and reestablish their nation. 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah contain the 
biblical record of this return. 

The people who returned are continually re
ferred to both as "the Jews" (Ezra 6: 14) and as "the 
people of Israel" (Ezra 6: 16). 
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Continuing into the New Testament, "Israel" and 
"Jews" are used interchangeably for the whole 
people. 

For example, on Pentecost those present were 
"Jews, devout men from every nation" (Acts 2:5), 
but Peter addressed them as "men of Israel" (Acts 
2:22). 

The New Testament uses the word Jew 174 times 
and the word Israel 7 5 times, generally interchange
ably. For example, Paul said, "I am a Jew" (Acts 
21:39; 22:3), but he also said, "For I myself am an 
Israelite" (Rom. 11: 1), and, "Are they Israelites? So 
am I" (2 Cor. 11 :22), and, "I am ... of the people of 
Israel" (Phil. 3:5). 

The Northern Kingdom was never reconstituted 
into a nation but individuals from all of the tribes 
were included when Judah/lsrael was restored after 
the Babylonian mptivity. 

They were restored, however, not because of any 
merit or goodness they possessed, but because of the 
steadfast love of God and because of the promises 
God had made to David, through whom He was to 
bring the Christ. 

lllsretniJ.glllePNpllets 
In common with most premillennialists, the 
Armstrongs misread the prophets. 

Israel and Judah, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Arabia 
and Greece are all mentioned by the prophets. The 
things said about them, however, relate to the times 
when the prophets spoke. The wars, the predicted 
destructions of kingdoms and cities, the alliances and 
confederacies of which the prophets spoke were ful
filled within the Old Testament period. 

The promises of restoration to Israel and Ju~ah 
came to pass in the days of Nehemiah and Ezra. 
There are no promises to Israel as a nation in the 
New Testament, and no prophecies in either the Old 
or New Testament which relate to the modem nation 
of Israel established in 1946. 

The attempt to construct an end of the world 
scenario using passages about battles and wars al
ready completed is an exercise in futility, completely 
devoid of any indication that the prophecies apply to 
our time. 
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Armageddon Again? 
Stafford North 
A different interpretation of the biblical prophecies 
which have so often been misunderstood and 
misused to predict the end of time. "The careful 
study of scriptures presented ... will show ... the 
passages presenting the so-called 'signs of the 
end' are not signs of the end of the world ... [and] 
the scenario of events often presented for the end 
of the wocld is not the teaching of the Bible." 
BKFG01 paperback 124 pgs . ........... ............ 6 .95 

Woman : A Biblica l Quest 
Owen D. Olbricht 
This study is a quest to find out what the Bible 
teaches concerning God's design for woman in the 
home, in the church, and in the community. Neither 
an effort to uphold nor condemn a tradition, but 
rather an effort to discover the message of God's 
Word and to understand the role ol woman from his 
petSpective. God's revelation of his design for 
wocnan should be carefully. prayerfully studied by 
all. paperback 138 pgs. ................................... B.OO 
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Is Bap t ism Essen t ial to Sa lvatton? 
Jerry Moffitt 
This book was written n 1975 in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only and on 
dispensationalism. Brother Moffit's analytical 
mind and the discipline of thorough preparation 
enabled him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 1 50 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. BKBH02 
paperback 91pgs . ...................................... $6 .95 

Did You Miss the Rapture? 
A Study of Dispensational Prernillennialism 
Mack Lyon 
Bible answers to the questions raised by 
dispensational premtllennial teaching that fills 
today's media. Mack Lyon's belief that dispensa
tional premillennialism is anti-biblical has led to 
careful study and a scholarly expose of the 
subject. BCML01 paperback. 104 pgs . 
................................................................... $6.95 

T he Bapti st Churc h 
and The New Test ament Church 
Roy Deaver 
The author's reply to a Baptist preacher who 
made an attack upon churches of Christ. Both 
men's messages were broadcast over the same 
radio station in Vernon, Texas. The book's 1 2 
chapters deal with the following three questions: 
1. Is baptism essential for salvation? 2. Is the 
Baptist church the church of the New Testament? 
3. Is the church of Christ a ·new denomination"? 
BKAD04 paperback 82 pgs . ......................... 6 .00 

The Bible Made Pla in and S imple 
Mari< Water 
Fact-fil led, easy to understand introduction to the 
world of the Bible - Its teaching. history. people 
and significance. Why do we have an Old and a 
New Testament? What do the 15 names for 
Jehovah in the Old Testament mean? What are 
ten other names given to Satan? Who did Jesus 
say we should pray for? What are the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; why are they significant? Hundreds of 
questions answered in this concise guide. 
BKWA01 8~x11, paperback 128 pgs . ...... 14.97 

Life, Death, and Beyond 
Mack Lyon 
What gives value to life? What happens when life 
becomes devoid or its ·magic ingredient"? Is one 
person or any less value than another. Mack Lyon 
answers these questions and others regarding life 
and its purpose, death, and the afterl ife, and 
discusses euthanasia and abonion from a biblical 
perspective. 
BCML02 paperback, 105 pgs . ................ $6.95 
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Diredory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. SUD. 9, 

Adanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

$30 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Advertising in this section, per line per year. San Antonio - Nonhem Oaks Church of Christ 
- Missouri - on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

FII'ID Foundation Ad Departmeat 
P.O.Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northemoalcschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Teus 774304»69 
jpropbet@qaik.com 

9,10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown -Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (lh mi. east of 1-35) 
-Ohio-

-Virginia-
-Alaska- Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 

Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. Richmond- Hoplcins Road Church of Christ, 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 

Anc:horage-7800StanleyDr.,99518. (907)344- 878_0452, Sun. 9:30, l0:3o a.m., 6 p.m. Scott p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L Laux (907) Spencer, minister. 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

FaidJan.b, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 
-Texas-

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Canhage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

WasiUa _ Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (I'uscaloosa & Univenity of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44~~a Ave., Kohrvllle Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. S 9 lO 6 W d 7 30 
7:00 p.m. Aaiw colkge progrtJm. Tnms portation un. ' a.m., p.m., e · : p.m. 
tllltzilable H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

- Califomia -

Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Florida-

Jacboaville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustiae - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

RusseUism Unveiled 
by 0. C. Lambert 

The 1940 exposure of false prophets, 
Charles Taze Russell and Judge Ruth
erford, founders of the Jehovah's Wit
nesses. Their teachings on the return of 
Chrisl, the relationship of God to human 
governments, the necessity for obeyfng 
human government. the nature of 
death, and many other things are 
shown by the Scriptures to be false. 
BKBU01 paperbaclc. 111 pgs. 

$3.50 
ptJs $2.75 s&h • Tous teSidents lldd 6.25'.16 tiiX 

Finn Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation: 

Call today for a free 3-month 
trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity Is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 papetback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Living Oracles 
hJ Alemmder Campbell 1826 

A translation of the New Testament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
{888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Wiaters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04. 91 pgs .• pback 

$4.95 plus $2.15 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Fouadation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetares on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and di&grBDIS 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in •Pentecostalism• or the 
·charismatic Movement• with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 

Spfrit. BKCROI, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback. 205 pgs .. RFCM07 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
b~· (;u~· N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. II was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJLOl $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Yz"x5%") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299. pback. 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yestenla~· and Toda~· 
b~· 81111o• (Aiff•a• 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

.................. 
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Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students. media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback. 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25'16 tax 

Order from firm foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 

full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $1 0 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address cl1ange~ 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by lloward Winters 

A logical. thOfough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject. an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.2591: tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy BroWIIIow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are In the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.2591: tax 

Order from firm foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm foundation. The 
books are olfered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important. but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes. Adam 
Clark. and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance. is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment. he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds. but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily. whether these things were 
so: whoever the authOf may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this sedion IS $2 00 per I me per month , minimum charge $ 10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seek1ng preachers Other 
church-re lated molter is accepted in koeping w1th the pub lisher's s1ondo rds. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O . Box 69, Damon, lX 77430, jprophet@quik.com . All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to avoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
Spiritually m:uured, full -time mini~ ter w.mtcd for 
<mall (25+) congregation. J -bd, 2-bath house 
provided. $350-$450 wkly. Send resunu! with 
references.. photo, audio or \Ideo to Bill Johnson, 
116 Miller Ave., l ouisville, MS 39339 or call 662-
773 5820. located JO mi les from Missi<sippi Stare 
Univ. and Magnolia B1blc College. 

The Bedford Church of Chr&t, in the Dallas/Fan 
Wonh area is in need of a sound,middlc-agc, family 
man to be our fu ll-umc mini~tcr. Contacr Gerald 
Ball at (8 17) 545-3597. Send r~sum~ with refer
ences and photo 10: Gerald Ball at rhe Bedford 
Church of Christ, 240 I Bedford, TX 7602 1 

Centnl Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
ro help in the spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will overscc/coordinare 
all cffom ro achieve greater congregational parrici· 
parion, subject to oversighr of rhe elders. Primary 
responsibilities arc organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group minisrry and working in the Educational 
minisrry which involves select ing and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum fo r all age<, coordinating 
and providing training for Brblc class teachers. 
Other responsrbilities include activities areas in 
adminisrrarion as a cooperative ream member on 
the ministerial staff o f Cenrrnl, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and outreach effons such as Monday 
Night for the Masrer. The growing church of 
350 members rs located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000} is about 100 
miles nonh of Houston Info about our crty is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.rx.us. Please email or 
<end r6umes to Central Church of Chrisr,7 1 1 N. 
Second St., l.ufkin,TX 75904 (936) 634-7304; 
centrnlcofc@cox-inte rnet.com 

A great idea! 

Gtve a gtft subscription to 

Firm Foundation. 

(888) 367-6216 

Firm Foundation 
~a.Bibles 

~Bible Class Materia l 
~•·Correspondence Course 

(888) 367-6216 

Westside Church of Christ locatt·d in a rural town 
(pop. 2000) in <;our hwr<l N~hra•ka is seek
ing a ,pecia l man •o "'rve as their loca l minisrer/ 
preacher. T his i• a <.ongrcgation of 30-40 mem
bers in a progrc<SlV<' farming/ranching region. 
Thrs church ha~ liS own building and home. 
Mature applicanr' must be loving, friendly, caring 
and well grounded in the Faith with leadership 
qualtrics. The congregation can pay a <a lary of 
SB, 100. You may need ro provrde supplemental 
suppon or income. Send rt'sumt', copy of sermoJl 
rape, and your picture ro We-rsidc C hurch of 
Christ, llox 547, lm pcndl, NE 69033, or e-mai l 
bobgrams(n <.hase3000.com. 

Yourh minisrcr needed : Rluc Starr Church of Christ 
in C la remo re, Okla homa ha~ an immcdiarc 
opening fo r a spiritually mature young man/family 
to wo rk wuh a wdl esrahl ished youth/parent 
group. We arc a congrcgarion o f 200+ families. 
Please send resume to receive an information packet 
and questionnaire fo r the po•i11on to 3 19 E. Blue 
Starr, C lart·m ore, OK 740 17 or e-m ad to 
shetla<" hluc\larrchurch.org. 

Full-rime preacher needed. Palactous Churchh of 
C hrist is looking for a married man, sound in the 
faith. Send a rt!sumt! and ra pe of a recent sem1on 
to Charles lluno, P 0. Box 904, Palacious, TX 
77469 or contact Charles Hutto at (361) 972-
2132 or (361) 972 3091 for more information. 

€germ tier's 

Bible Story 
...... ,_,\I Book 

312 s tones cover the Btble fro m Genesis to 
Reve lation. Beauty and s tmpticity of style 
invite the meaning of the Bible into the 
child's heart and m1nd. Younger children 
love to hear the stories, older ones love 
to re ad them. Included at the e nd of the 
book are questions and answers on the 
stories, and other information about the 
Bible. 0871620065. hb. 640 pgs. 

121 full-page. full-color illustrations 

$19 95 s&h $6 50 
rcxas rosklcnts add 6 25" rax 

Ftrm Foundation • 888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

For Sale 
Re.ror:uion Rcprinr•, or her books at great pnccs 
For free lm send S. '1 . f to Bargain Booklmders, 
I ~9 Grbson Dr., Hcnder,on, TN 38 40. We also 
buy religiOUS booh ann llhrancs 

Miscellaneous 
Srudem ? Moving 10 Arlanra? Wdcomc 10 Avondale 
- an acrive congregation. 401 7 Memorial Dr., 
Decan•r, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Retire to Labelle, Flondn, or come for vacation 
Fairhful congregation to worship wirh Central 
Church of Christ 60 Hendry Srreer L.~bdlt" FL 
33935 telephone 863 675-479&. 30 mmutes from 
Fon Myers Fl .. Old Florida l1fesry lc:. 

The 
Preschoolers 

Bible 

The 101 Btble s tones begin with the ere 
ation in Genests and goes through the OT 
and NT ending with the story. ·A Boy Named 
Timothy."Cotorful. simple illustrations com· 
bined with a simple re telling of the stories. 
Excellent for Bible classes beginnmg wnh 
age 2156476317X • Hardback· 431 pages 

$1 7 .99 s&h $5.50 
Tax as rosJdcnts add 6.25" tlfr 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-vrctory 
8ver 

trrials 
by lottie Beth Hobb, 

For those who have expenenced d1scour.ts" 
ment. disappotntmenl, pam, grief, doubt, rhi ' 
book of encouragement. enhghtment, Strl!ngth, 
direction frnm the life of Job is for you 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included 
Th1s is a wonderful gift book. 
S 10 .95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Tera$ '"""'""" •rid 6 2S'lll t•• 
Order from Firm Founda t1on 

A Commentary on 

THE MINOR PROPHETS 
by Homer Hailey 

A gene ral Introduction to M1nor Prophets, lhen 
each book examined separately, (authorship, 
date, va rious interpretations. main message, 
lessons to be gained). Out.tine for each book 
follows. The verse-by-verse commentary un· 
folds the meaning of each passage and verse 
A satisfying and usetut commentary. one often 
referred to lor understanding the passages. 
428pgs. hardback... ............ .. .... $ 1 9 .95 

$4.00 slh • Texos residents add 6 25'.16 tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Evangelism Made Simple 
a four-book set 

by Stephen W. Rogers 
•Effective 

•Bible based 

•A fresh approach to helping people know the Gospel. 

• How to Do It! - $29.95 
A textbook with a detailed explanation of how to teach 
the l essons, a fresh approach. hardback • 441 pgs. 

•You CAN DO It!- $14.95 
Teacher's manual with lessons and answers 
included. 3-ring binder • 91 pgs. 

• You CAN KNOW It!- $7.95 
Student handbook with material identicalto the 
teacher's handbook. Fill- in-the-blank sheets, 3-hole 
punched, perforated pages for easy removal. 84 pgs. 

•You CAN LIVE It!- $19.95 
Christian living made simple. hardback • 254 pgs. 

Finn Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • 888-367-6216 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
May2007 
Address service requested. 

Mormonism 
by Homer Hailey 
An outlined, in-depth study first taught 
by Hailey at ACC in the late 1940s. His 
careful research into the Mormon 
system of religion combined with a 
masterful recall and application of 
pertinent scripture citations qualify him 
uniquely to Wlite on this subject. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 78 pgs. 
$15.99 • $3.00 s&h. 

Mormonism 101 
Examining the Religion 
of the Latter-day Saints 
by Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
A careful study of what the Mormon 
church really teaches. proving it has no 
place in mainstream Christianity. 
0-8010-6335-3 pb, 320 pgs. 
$15.99 • $4.50 s&h. 

Jehovah's Witnesses 
Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
No other book answers the Jehovah's 
Witnesses misinterpretation of scripture 
so immediately and shows how to use 
the same scripture in teaching 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 
0-8010-7761 pb. 144 pgs. 
$11 .99 • $3.50 s&h 

Mormons Answered 
Verse by Verse 
by David A. Reed 
and John R. Farkas 
One of the most thorough presentations 
in print on Mormon theology compares 
each teaching with what the Bible says. 
Designed for quick reference. 0-8010-
7761-3 pb, 160 pgs. 
$11.99 • $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.2596 sales tax 

Order from Firm Foundation· (888) 367-6216 
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FIR 
FOUNDATION 

1884 
.. The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal,_ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 2007 

II Vol. 122 Houston, Texas • June 2007 No. 611 

(]. Gresham Machen was a Presbyterian preacher of renown. He was associated with B.B. Warfield and 
Charles Hodge. Machen taught in Vanderbilt University for a number of years, and left that position to found 
the Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. He was a world-class scholar and enjoyed the respect of 
academia. His untimely death was in 1937, at the age of 56.) 

Doctrine 
By J. Gresham Machen (deceased) 

M dern liberalism in the Church, whatever 
judgment may be passed upon it, is at 
any rate no longer merely an academic 

matter. It is no longer a matter merely of theological 
seminaries or universities. On the contrary its attack 
upon the fundamentals of the Christ ian faith is being 
carried on vigorously by Sunday-School "lesson
helps," by the pulpit, and by the religious press. If 
such an attack be unjustified, the remedy is not to be 
found, as some devout persons have suggested, in the 
abolition of theological seminaries, or the abandon
ment of scientific theology, but rather in a more ear
nest search after truth and a more loyal devotion to 
it when once it is found. 

At the theological seminaries and universities, 
however, the roots of the great issue are more clearly 
seen than in the world at large; among students the 
reassuring employment of traditional phrases is often 
abandoned, and the advocates of a new religion are 
not at pains, as they are in the Church at large, to 
maintain an appearance of conformity with the past. 
But such frankness, we are convinced, ought to be 
extended to the people as a whole. Few desires on 

the part of religious teachers have been more harm
fully exaggerated than the desire to "avoid giving of
fence." Only too often that desire has come peril
ously near dishonesty; the religious teacher, in his 
heart of hearts, is well aware of the radicalism of his 
views, but is unwilling to relinquish his place in the 
hallowed atmosphere of the Church by speaking his 
whole mind. Against all such policy of concealment 
or palliation, our sympathies are altogether with 
those men, whether radicals or conservatives, who 
have a passion for light. 

What then, at bottom, when the traditional 
phrases have all been stripped away, is the real mean
ing of the present revolt against the fundamentals of 
the Christian faith? What, in brief, are the teachings 
of modern liberalism as over against the teachings of 
Christianity? 

At the outset, we are met with an objection. 
"Teachings," it is said, "are unimportant; the exposi
tion of the teachings of liberalism and the teachings 
of Christianity, therefore, can arouse no interest at 
the present day; creeds are merely the changing ex
pression of a unitary Christian experience, and pro-

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Religious Liberalism 
By H·. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Christian liberalism" is a contradiction in terms. A true be
liever cannot be a religious liberal, and a religiotis liberal 
cannot be a true believer. 

When examining Bible teaching, we should be open and hon
est. We must not play hide-and-seek with eternal verities. The aim 
of all Bible discussion should be to discover, accept, and follow 
truth. Study of the sacred volume should be on the highest pos
sible level. To withhold information is dishonest and dishonesty 
has no place in a religious discussion. The duplicity of hypocrisy is 
always wrong. 

A participant in a study of God's word should be quick and 
ever ready to state unambiguously the proposition he is endeavor
ing to prove and promote. He should be willing to give a brief and 
accurate response to questions about his teaching. 

If a person does not believe that Mary of Nazareth was virgin 
when Jehovah placed the specially formed body of Jesus in her 
womb, let him say so. No quibbling ... no hesitation ... no cover
ing-up, but an unequivocal yes she was a virgin, or no she was not 
a virgin. If one is of the opinion that miracles are not possible in 
any age because they cannot be scientifically established, then he 
ought to simply say, I do not believe in any of the miracles re
ported in the Bible ... they are illusion or hallucination or myth, 
but none is true. If a person accepts the position of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, he ought not to choke on admitting his affin
ity for full-blown liberalism. 

Theological professors can fool smart young people into ac
cepting religious liberalism because they assign tomes of daunting 
literature. The student pours over these books and largely leaves 
the Bible unread. Those wishing to manipulate the unwary into 
doubtful areas guide the gullible to dissect, slice, and dice a stag
gering amount of material. The poor student may find himself 
swimming in a sea of verbosity and in waters far over his head. He 
becomes bewildered and supposes that he is wise. The victim is in 
a bog because his guides are in a fog. He thinks he has come to en
lightenment when he is only deceived. 

One trick used to ensnare the apprentice is the shell game of 
shifting and twisting definitions. History, for example, is an area 
of study that most think they understand - at least they believe 
they understand it. 

History is events in the past. When an event occurs today, it 
immediately passes into history ... becomes history. So, history is 



whatever has happened prior to this immediate present. Simple, 
eh? 

leUgioa lillerals Re-write History 

The liberal raises the question, What do we really know of past 
events? We know about what is happening in places far away from 
us because someone told us about those things. We get our news 
from another who ·sees the thing through the lens of his own 
prejudices and convictions. It may be slanted. The reporter is giv
ing his spin on what he reports. Even news pictures may be pre
sented selectively and not be what they appear to be. 

If you add time to the equation (situation involving many vari
able factors), the difficulty is magnified many times. If you get far 
enough back - to the times prior to Moses, for example - you 
have multiplied speculation. What these ancient people say of God 
and his works is filtered through their own conceptions and mis
conceptions. The great question is how are you going accurately to 
sort this out? Answer: You can't. 

People who were understandably inadequate and insufficient, 
orally reported the history. Our job, according to the liberal, is to 
sift out the fine kernel of truth in the haystack of history. We are 
compelled to look at history from the standpoint of the culture 
and mores of the people who lived it and told about it. It is a "he 
says, she says" situation. 

This leads to the conclusion that there is no absolute truth, and 
causes "liberal Christians" to question deeply held centuries-old 
religious doctrines, such as the inerrancy of the original manu
scripts of the Bible and its consequent authority. 

Those attempting to follow this murky path, with no lamp to 
relieve the gloom, may well cry out, as did Omar Khayyam, 

Then to the rolling Heav'n itself I cried, 
Asking, "What lamp had Destiny to guide 
Her little Children stumbling in the dark?" 

And - "A blind Understanding!" Heav'n replied. 
If you dig deep enough into that black hole, it will swallow 

you. Those who follow this dismal track will eventually deny the 
existence of propositional truth in he Bible. There is a difference 
in propositional truth and an event in history. The event may be 
accurate or it may be slanted and distorted. The proposition is ei
ther true or false and cannot be both. Two plus two equals four in 
the ten-unit system of math is a proportional truth. It is right and 
cannot be wrong. The meanderings of history do not change it. 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" is a proportional 
truth. Culture and custom do not alter it. The Bible is full of 
propositional truths that are unaffected by history and culture. 

The Bible also has history, geography, poetry, science, and such 
like. What the Bible reports that cannot be classified as proposi
tional truth is also true because the original manuscripts came by 
revelation from supernatural wisdom - it is God-breathed. The 
original manuscripts therefore must be free from all error - iner
rant. 
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"Liberal Christianity" leads to denial of the su
pernatural. Its consequence is to deny special cre
ation in favor of organic evolution as an explanation 
of the origin of the species. It denies the powerful 
demonstration of Jehovah at mount Sinai when the 
Law of Moses was given. It rejects the virgin birth of 
jesus, his sacrificial and vicarious death, his mighty 
resurrection, the infallible proofs of his resurrection 
to his disciples, his ascension, his coronation at the 
throne of the ancient of days when he received a 
kingdom that can never be destroyed. Liberalism 
sweeps all of this away with a bland indifference. 

lcr,l ..... 

In our day we desperately need believing scholars to 
stand up and speak out boldly in jesus' name, affirm
ing the supernatural element in pure and undefiled 
religion. The woeful denial of all that is "called God 
or worshipped" is unspeakably sad. It leaves the 
world a forlorn place, and man without a living 
hope. It may sound good- even intelligent- but it 
is in fact an outcropping and confirmation of igno
rance. It is the fool that says in his heart "there is no 
God., 

............ ..... 
Contrast the doubtful tone of the religious liberal's 
uncertain sound with the precious promises and bold 
affirmations of the New Testament. jesus came that 
we may have light and assurance. His teaching- the 
teaching he authorized -1s not "after man" (does not 
originate with man). Man may be the agent of com
munication, but the source is God (see Gal. 1:12). 

John 1:4-5 - "In him Uesus] was life; and the life 
was the light of men. And the light shineth in the 
darkness; and the darkness apprehended it not." 

John 1:9-13 - "There was the true light, (even 
the light) which lighteth every man, coming into the 

. world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, and the world knew him not. He came 
unto his own, and they that were his own received 
him not. But as many as received him, to them gave 
he the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name: who were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God." 

We must never lose sight of or minimize these 
two basic facts about Jesus: 

4 

1. Supernatural nature and deeds of jesus 
2. Redemptive nature of jesus' mission to earth 
Anytime the church fails to focus on these two 
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basic teachings, it makes itself irrelevant· and useless. 
Liberalism makes the tragic blunder of denying 

the virgin birth, miraculous signs, vicarious death, 
ascension to glory, inauguration of an imperishable 
kingdom, the promise of a second coming, general 
resurrection, judgment, punishment, and reward. 

"The times of ignorance therefore God over
looked; but now he commandeth men that they 
should all everywhere repent: inasmuch as he hath 
appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead" (Acts 17:30-31). 

We can behave as did some of the smart-alecks of 
Athens and mock the words of an inspired man, or 
we can imitate the noble example of others at Mars 
Hill who were willing to listen and learn. 

At issue is redemption. The emphasis of the work 
of jesus of Nazareth is eternal salvation (Matt. 
26:28; Mark 1:4; Luke 1:77; Luke 3:3; Luke 24:47; 
Acts 2:38; Acts 5:31; Acts 10:43; Acts 13:38; Acts 
26:18; Heb. 9:22; Heb. 10:8; Matt. 1:21; John 
3:17; John 4:42; john 6:51; Rom. 11:27; 1 Tim. 
1:15; 1 TlDl. 4:10; Heb. 2:9; Heb. 9:26; 1 John 1:7; 
1 John 4:14; and many other passage) • 

"Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God!" 

It is not a matter of social reform and redistribu
tion of wealth ..• 

It is a matter of being right with God and getting 
one's soul saved. 

We call upon our esteemed brothers who are in 
the business of higher education to address in under
standable language the virgin birth of Jesus ... his signs 
and wonders ... his sacrificial death ..• his victory over 
the tomb ... his present rule in which he "upholds all 
things by the word of his power" •.. his second coming 
... the second death ... and eternal life . 
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Doctrine 
(continued from page 1) 

vided only they express that experience they are all 
equally good. The teachings of liberalism, therefore, 
might be as far removed as possible from the teach
ings of historic Christianity, and yet the two might be 
at bottom the same." 

Such is the way in which expression is often 
given to the modern hostility to "doctrine." But is it 
really doctrine as such that is objected to, and not 
rather one particular doctrine in the interests of an
other? Undoubtedly, in many forms of liberalism it is 
the latter alternative which fits the case. There are 
doctrines of modem liberalism, just as tenaciously 
and intolerandy upheld as any doctrines that find a 
place in the historic creeds. Such for example are the 
liberal doctrines of the universal fatherhood of God 
and the universal brotherhood of man. These doc
trines are, as we shall see, contrary to the doctrines 
of the Christian religion. But doctrines they are all 
the same, and as such they require intellectual de
fense. In seeming to object to all theology, the liberal 
preacher is often merely ~bjecting to one system of 
theology in the interests of another. And the desired 
immunity from theological controversy has not yet 
been attained. 

Sometime~, however, the modem objection to 
doctrine is more seriously meant. And whether the 
objection be well-founded or not, the real meaning 
of it should at least be faced. 

That meaning is perfecdy plain. The objection 
involves an out-and-out skepticism. If all creeds are 
equally true, then since they are contradictory to one 
another, they are all equally false, or at least equally 
uncertain. We are indulging, therefore, in a mere jug
gling with words. To say that all creeds are equally 
true, and that they are based upon experience, is 
merely to fall back upon that agnosticism which fifty 
years ago was regarded as the deadliest enemy of the 
Church. The enemy has not really been changed into 
a friend merely because he has been received within 
the camp. Very different is the Christian conception 
of a creed. According to the Christian conception, a 
creed is not a mere expression of Christian experi
ence, but on the contrary it is a setting forth of those 
facts upon which experience is based. 

But, it will be said, Christianity is a life, not a 
doctrine. The assertion is often made, and it has an 

appearance of godliness. But it is radically false, and 
to detect its falsity one does not even need to be a 
Christian. For to say that "Christianity is a life" is to 
make an assertion in the sphere of history. The asser
tion does not lie in the sphere of ideals; it is far dif
ferent from saying that Christianity ought to be a 
life, or that the ideal religion is a life. The assertion 
that Christianity is a life is subject to historical inves
tigation exactly as is the assertion that the Roman 
Empire under Nero was a free democracy. Possibly 
the Roman Empire under Nero would have been bet
ter if it had been a free democracy, but the historical 
question is simply whether as a matter of fact it was a 
free democracy or no. Christianity is an historical 
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phenomenon, like the Roman Empire, or the King
dom of Prussia, or the United States of America. And 
as an historical phenomenon it must be investigated 
on the basis of historical evidence. 

Is it true, then, that Christianity is not a doctrine 
but a life? The question can be settled only by an ex
amination of the beginnings of Christianity. Recogni
tion of that fact does not involve any acceptance of 
Christian belief; it is merely a matter of common sense 
and common honesty. At the foundation of the life of 
every corporation is the incorporation paper, in 
which the objects of the corporation are set forth. 
Other objects may be vastly more desirable than those 
9bjects, but if the directors use the name and the re
sources of the corporation to pursue the other objects 
they are acting ultra vires of the corporation. So it is 
with Christianity. It is perfectly conceivable that the 
originators of the Christian movement had no right to 
legislate for subsequent generations; but at any rate 
they did have an inalienable right to legislate for all 
generations that should choose to bear the name of 
"Christian." It is conceivable that Christianity may 
now have to be abandoned, and another religion sub
stituted for it; but at any rate the question what Chris
tianity is can be determined only by an examination of 
the beginnings of Christianity. 

The beginnings of Christianity constitute a fairly 
definite historical phenomenon. The Christian 
movement originated a few days after the death of 
Jesus of Nazareth. It is doubtful whether anything 
that preceded the death of Jesus can be called Chris
tianity. At any rate, if Christianity existed before that 
event, it was Christianity only in a preliminary stage. 
The name originated after the death of Jesus, and the 
thing itself was also something new. Evidently there 
was an important new beginning among the disciples 
of Jesus in Jerusalem after the crucifixion. At that 
time is to be placed the beginning of the remarkable 
movement which spread out from Jerusalem into the 
Gentile world - the movement which is called 
Christianity. 

About the early stages of this movement, definite 
historical information has been preserved in the 
Epistles of Paul, which are regarded by all serious 
historians as genuine products of the first Christian 
generation. The writer of the Epistles had been in di
rect communication with those intimate friends of 
Jesus who had begun the Christian movement in 
Jerusalem, and in the Epistles, he makes it abun
dantly plain what the fundamental character of the 
movement was. 
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But if any one fact is clear, on the basis of this 
evidence, it is that the Christian movement at its in
ception was not just a way of life in the modem 
sense, but a way of life founded upon a message. It 
was based, not upon mere feeling, not upon a mere 
program of work, but upon an account of facts. In 
other words it was based upon doctrine. 

Certainly, with regard to Paul himself there 
should be no debate; Paul certainly was not indiffer
ent to doctrine; on the contrary, doctrine was the 
very basis of his life. His devotion to doctrine did 
not, it is true, make him incapable of a magnificent 
tolerance. One notable example of such tolerance is 
to be found during his imprisonment at Rome, as at
tested by the Epistle to the Philippians. Apparendy, 
certain Christian teachers at Rome had been jealous 
of Paul's greatness. As long as he had been at liberty 
they had been obliged to take a secondary place; but 
now that he was in prison, they seized the su
premacy. They sought to raise up affliction for Paul 
in his bonds; they preached Christ even of envy and 
strife. In short, the rival preachers made of the 
preaching of the gospel a means to the gratification 
of low personal ambition; it seems to have been 
about as mean a piece of business as could well be 
conceived. But Paul was not disturbed. "Whether in 
pretence, or in truth," he said, "Christ is preached; 
and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice" (Phil. 
50:18). The way in which the preaching was being 
carried on was wrong, but the message itself was 
true; and Paul was far more interested in the content 
of the message than in the manner of its presenta
tion. It is impossible to conceive a finer piece of 
broad-minded tolerance. 

But the tolerance of Paul was not indiscriminate. 
He displayed no tolerance, for example, in Galatia. 
There, too, there were rival preachers. But Paul had 
no tolerance for them. "But though we," he said, "or 
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed" (Gal. 1 :8). What is the reason for 
the difference in the aposde's attitude in the two 
cases? What is the reason for the broad tolerance in 
Rome, and the fierce anathemas in Galatia? The an
swer is perfectly plain. In Rome, Paul was tolerant, 
because there the content of the message that was be
ing proclaimed by the rival teachers was true; in Ga
latia he was intolerant, because there the content of 
the rival message was false. In neither case did per
sonalities have anything to do with Paul's attitude. 
No doubt the motives of the Judaizers in Galatia 



were far from pure, and in an incidental way Paul 
does point out their impurity. But that was not the 
ground of his opposition. The Judaizers no doubt 
were morally far from perfect, but Paul's opposition 
to them would have been exactly the same if they 
had all been angels from heaven. His opposition was 
based altogether upon the falsity of their teaching; 
they were substituting for the one true gospel a false 
gospel which was no gospel at all. It never occurred 
to Paul that a gospel might be true for one man and 
not for another; the blight of pragmatism had never 
fallen upon his soul. Paul was convinced of the objec
tive truth of the gospel message, and devotion to that 
truth was the great passion of his life. Christianity 
for Paul was not only a life, but also a doctrine, and 
logically the doctrine came first. 1 

But what was the difference between the teach
ing of Paul and the teaching of the Judaizers? What 
was it that gave rise to the stupendous polemic of the 
Epistle to the Galatians? To the modem Church the 
difference would have seemed to be a mere theologi
cal subtlety. About many things the Judaizers were in 
perfect agreement with Paul. The Judaizers believed 
that Jesus was the Messiah; there is not a shadow of 
evidence that they objected to Paul's lofty view of the 
person of Christ. Without the slightest doubt, they 
believed that Jesus had really risen from the dead. 
They believed, moreover, that faith in Christ was 
necessary to salvation. But the trouble was, they be
lieved that something else was also necessary; they 
believed that what Christ had done needed to be 
pieced out by the believer's own effort to keep the 
Law. From the modem point of view the difference 
would have seemed to be very slight. Paul as well as 
the Judaizers believed that the keeping of the law of 
God, in its deepest import, is inseparably connected 
with faith. The difference concerned only the logical 
- not even, perhaps, the temporal - order of three 
steps. Paul said that a man ( 1) first believes on 
Christ, (2) then is justified before God, (3) then im
mediately proceeds to keep God's law. The Judaizers 
said that a man (1) believes on Christ and (2) keeps 
the law of God the best he can, and then (3) is justi
fied. The difference would seem to modern "practi
cal" Christians to be a highly subtle and intangible 
matter, hardly worthy of consideration at all in view 
of the large measure of agreement in the practical 

realm. What a splendid cleaning up of the Gentile 
cities it would have been if the Judaizers had suc
ceeded in extending to those cities the observance of 
the Mosaic law, even including the unfortunate cer
emonial observances! Surely Paul ought to have 
made common cause with teachers who were so 
nearly in agreement with him; surely he ought to 
have applied to them the great principle of Christian 
unity. 

As a matter of fact, however, Paul did nothing of 
the kind; and only because he (and others) did noth
ing of the kind does the Christian Church exist to
day. Paul saw very clearly that the difference between 
the Judaizers and himself was the difference between 
two entirely distinct types of religion; it was the dif
ference between a religion of merit and a religion of 
grace. If Christ provides only a part of our salvation, 
leaving us to provide the rest, then we are still hope
less under the load of sin. For no matter how small 
the gap which must be bridged before salvation can 
be attained, the awakened conscience sees clearly 
that our wretched attempt at goodness is insufficient 
even to bridge that gap. The guilty soul enters again 
into the hopeless reckoning with God, to determine 
whether we have really done our part. And thus we 
groan again under the old bondage of the law. Such 
an attempt to piece out the work of Christ by our 
own merit, Paul saw clearly, is the very essence of 
unbelief; Christ will do everything or nothing, and 
the only hope is to throw ourselves unreservedly on 
His mercy and trust Him for all. 

Paul certainly was right. The difference which di
vided him from the Judaizers was no mere theologi
cal subtlety, but concerned the very heart and core of 
the religion of Christ. "Just as I am without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me"- that was 
what Paul was contending for in Galatia; that hymn 
would never have been written if the Judaizers had 
won. And without the thing which that hymn ex
presses there is no Christianity at all. 

Certainly, then, Paul was no advocate of an un
dogmatic religion; he was interested above every
thing else in the objective and universal truth of his 
message. So much will probably be admitted by seri
ous historians, no matter what their own personal at
titude toward the religion of Paul may be. Some
times, indeed, the modern liberal preacher seeks to 

1 See The Origin of Paul': Religi~ 1921. p. 169. It is not maintained that doctrine for Paul comes temporally before life, but only that it comes logi
cally first. Here is to be found the answer to the objection which Dr. Lyman Abbott raised against the assertion in The Origin of Paul's Religiot; See 
The Outloo~ vol. 132, 1999, pp. 104f. 
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produce an opposite impression by quoting out of 
their context words of Paul which he interprets in a 
way as far removed as possible from the original 
sense. The truth is, it is hard to give Paul up. The 
modern liberal desires to produce upon the minds of 
simple Christians (and upon his own mind) the im
pression of some sort of continuity between modern 
liberalism and the thought and life of the great 
Apostle. But such an impression is altogether mis
leading. Paul was not interested merely in the ethical 
principles of Jesus; he was net interested merely in 
general principles of religion or of ethics. On the 
contrary, he was interested in the redeeming work of 
Christ and its effect upon us. His primary interest 
was in Christian doctrine, and Christian doctrine not 
merely in its presuppositions but at its centre. If 
Christianity is to be mad.e independent of doctrine, 
then Paulinism must be removed from Christianity 
root and branch. 

But what of that? Some men are not afraid of the 
conclusion. If Paulinism must be removed, they say, 
we can get along without it. May it not turn out that 
in introducing a doctrinal element into the life of the 
Church Paul was only perverting a primitive Chris
tianity which was as independent of doctrine as even 
the modern liberal preacher could desire? 

This suggestion is clearly overruled by the his
torical evidence. The problem certainly cannot be 
solved in so easy a way. Many attempts have indeed 
been made to separate the religion of Paul sharply 
from that of the primitive Jerusalem Church; many 
attempts have been made to show that Paul intro
duced an entirely new principle into the Christian 
movement or even was the founder of a new reli
gion. 2 But all such attempts have resulted in failure. 
The Pauline Epistles themselves attest a fundamental 
unity of principle between Paul and the original com
panions of Jesus, and the whole early history of the 
Church becomes unintelligible except on the basis of 
such unity. Certainly with regard to the fundamen
tally doctrinal character of Christianity Paul was no 
innovator. The fact appears in the whole character of 
Paul's relationship to the Jerusalem Church as it is 
attested by the Epistles, and it also appears with star
tling clearness in the precious passage in 1 Cor. 15:3-
7, where Paul summarizes the tradition which he had 
received from the work of Christ and its effect upon 

us. His primary interest was in Christian doctrine, 
and Christian doctrine not merely in its presupposi
tions but at its centre. If Christianity is to be made 
independent of doctrine, then Paulinism must be re
moved from Christianity root and branch. 

It is perfectly clear, then, that the first Christian 
missionaries did not simply come forward with an 
exhortation; they did not say: "Jesus of Nazareth 
lived a wonderful life of filial piety, and we call upon 
you our hearers to yield yourselves, as we have done, 
to the spell of that life." Certainly that is what mod
ern historians would have expected the first Chris
tian missionaries to say, but it must be recognized 
that as a matter of fact they said nothing of the kind. 
Conceivably the first disciples of Jesus, after the ca
tastrophe of His death, might have engaged in quiet 
meditation upon His teaching. They might have said 
to themselves that "Our Father which art in heaven" 
was a good way of addressing God even though the 
One who had taught them that prayer was dead. 
They might have clung to the ethical principles of 
Jesus and cherished the vague hope that the One 
who enunciated such principles had some personal 
existence beyond the grave. Such reflections might 
have seemed very natural to the modern man. But to 
Peter, James and John they certainly never occurred. 
Jesus had raised in them high hopes; those hopes 
were destroyed by the Cross; and reflections on the 
general principles of religion and ethics were quite 
powerless to revive the hopes again. The disciples of 
Jesus had evidently been far inferior to their Master 
in every possible way; they had not understood His 
lofty spiritual teaching, but even in the hour of sol
emn crisis had quarreled over great places in the ap
proaching Kingdom. What hope was there that such 
men could succeed where their Master had failed? 
Even when He had been with them, they had been 
powerless; and now that He was taken from them, 
what little power they may have had was gone. 3 

Yet those same weak, discouraged men, within a 
few days after the death of their Master, instituted 
the most important spiritual movement that the 
world has ever seen. What had produced the aston
ishing change? What had transformed the weak and 
cowardly disciples into the spiritual conquerors of 
the world? Evidently it was not the mere memory of 
Jesus' life, for that was a source of sadness rather 

2 Some account of these attempts has been given by the present writer in The Origin of Paul's Religion, 1921. 
1 Compare History and Faith, 1915 (reprinted from Princeton Theological Review for July, 1915), pp. 10£. 
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than of joy. Evidendy the disciples of Jesus, within 
the few days between the crucifixion and the begin
ning of their work in Jerusalem, had received some 
new equipment for their task. What that new equip
ment was, at least the outstanding and external ele
ment in it (to say nothing of the endowment which 
Christian men believe to have been received at Pente
cost), is perfectly plain. The great weapon with 
which the disciples of Jesus set out to conquer the 
world was not a mere comprehension of eternal 
principles; it was an historical message, an account 
of something that had recently happened, it was the 
message, "He is risen. "4 

But the message of the resurrection was not iso
lated. It was connected with the death of Jesus, seen 
now to be not a failure but a triumphant act of divine 
grace; it was connected with the entire appearance of 
Jesus upon earth. The coming of Jesus was under
stood now as an act of God by which sinful men 
were saved. The primitive Church was concerned 
not merely with what Jesus had said, but also, and 
primarily, with what Jesus had done. The world was 
to be redeemed through the proclamation of an 
event. And with the event went the meaning of the 
event; and the setting forth of the event with the 
meaning of the event was doctrine. These two ele
ments are always combined in the Christian message. 
The narration of the facts is history; the narration of 
the facts with the meaning of the facts is doctrine. 
"Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
and buried" -that is history. "He loved me and 
gave Himself for me" - that is doctrine. Such was 
the Christianity of the primitive Church. 

"But," it may be said, "even if the Christianity of 
the primitive Church was dependent upon doctrine, 
we may still emancipate ourselves from such depen
dence; we may appeal from the primitive Church to 
Jesus Himself. It has already been admitted that if 
doctrine is to be abandoned Paul must be aban
doned; it may now be admitted that if doctrine is to 
be abandoned, even the primitive Jerusalem Church, 
with its message of the resurrection, must be aban
doned. But possibly we can still find in Jesus Himself 
the simple, non-doctrinal religion that we desire." 
Such is the real meaning of the modern slogan, "Back 
to Christ." 

Must we really take such a step as that? It would 

certainly be an extraordinary step. A great religion 
derived its power from the message of the redeeming 
work of Christ; without that message Jesus and His 
disciples would soon have been forgotten. The same 
message, with its implications, has been the very 
heart and soul of the Christian movement through
out the centuries. Yet we are now asked to believe 
that the thing that has given Christianity its power all 
through the centuries was a blunder, that the origina
tors of the movement misunderstood radically the 
meaning of their Master's life and work, and that it 
has been left to us moderns to get the first inkling of 
the initial mistake. Even if this view of the case were 
correct, and even if Jesus Himself taught a religion 
like that of modern liberalism, it would still be 
doubtful whether such a religion could rightly be 
called Christianity; for the name Christian was first 
applied only after the supposed decisive change had 
taken place, and it is very doubtful whether a name 
which through nineteen centuries has been so firmly 
attached to one religion ought now suddenly to be 
applied to another. If the first disciples of Jesus really 
departed so radically from their Master, then the bet
ter terminology would probably lead us to say simply 
that Jesus was not the founder of Christianity, but of 
a simple, nondoctrinal religion, long forgotten, but 
now rediscovered by modern men. Even so, the con
trast between liberalism and Christianity would still 
appear. 

But as a matter of fact, such a strange state of af
fairs does not prevail at all. It is not true that in bas
ing Christianity upon an event the disciples of Jesus 
were departing from the teaching of their Master. 
For certainly Jesus Himself did the same thing. Jesus 
did not content Himself with enunciating general 
principles of religion and ethics; the picture of Jesus 
as a sage similar to Confucius, uttering wise maxims 
about conduct, may satisfy Mr. H. G. Wells, as he 
trips along lightly over the problems of history, but it 
disappears so soon as one engages seriously in his
torical research. "Repent," said Jesus, "for the King
dom of Heaven is at hand." The gospel which Jesus 
proclaimed in Galilee consisted in the proclamation 
of a coming Kingdom. But clearly Jesus regarded the 
coming of the Kingdom as an event or as a series of 
events. No doubt He also regarded the Kingdom as a 
present reality in the souls of men; no doubt He rep-

• Compare A Rapid Survey of Me Literature and History of New Testament Times# published by the Presbyterian Boxed of Publication and Sabbath 
School Work, Student's Text Book, pp. 42£ 

June 2007 9 rum Foundation 



resented the Kingdom in one sense as already 
present. We shall not really succeed in getting along 
without this aspect of the matter in our interpreta
tion of Jesus' words. But we shall also not get along 
without the other aspect, according to which the 
coming of the Kingdom depended upon definite and 
catastrophic events. But if Jesus regarded the coming 
of the Kingdom as dependent upon a definite event, 
then His teaching was similar at the decisive point to 
that of the primitive Church; neither He nor the 
primitive Church enunciated merely general and per
manent principles of religion; both of them, on the 
contrary, made the message depend upon something 
that happened. Only, in the teaching of Jesus the 
happening was represented as being still. in the fu
ture, while in that of the Jerusalem Church the first 
act of it at least lay already in the past. Jesus pro
claimed the event as coming; the disciples pro
claimed part of it at least as already past; but the im
portant thing is that both Jesus and the disciples did 
proclaim an event. Jesus was certainly not a mere 
enunciator of permanent truths, like the modern lib
eral preacher; on the contrary He was conscious of 
standing at the turning-point of the ages, when what 
had never been was now to come to be. 

But Jesus announced not only an event; He an
nounced also the meaning of the event. It is natural, 
indeed, that the full meaning could be made clear 
only after the event had taken place. If Jesus really 
came, then, to announce, and to bring about, an 
event, the disciples were not departing from His pur
pose, if they set forth the meaning of the event more 
fully than it could be set forth during the preliminary 
period constituted by the earthly mi.nistry of their 
Master. But Jesus Himself, though by way of proph
ecy, did set forth the meaning of the great happening 
that was to be at the basis of the new era. 

Certainly He did so, and grandly, if the words at
tributed to Him in all of the Gospels are really His. 
But even if the Fourth Gospel be rejected, and even if 
the most radical criticism be applied to the other 
three, it will still be impossible to get rid of this ele
ment in Jesus' teaching. The significant words attrib
uted to Jesus at the Last Supper with regard to His 
approaching death, and the utterance of Jesus in 
Mark 10:45 ("The Son of Man came not to be minis
tered unto but to minister, and to give His life a ran
som for many,), have indeed been the subject of vig
orous debate. It is difficult to accept such words as 
authentic and yet maintain the modern view of Jesus 
at all. Yet it is also difficult to get rid of them on any 

10 June 2007 
Fum Foumbtion 

critical theory. What we are now concerned with, 
however, is something more general than the authen
ticity even of these precious words. What we are 
now concerned to observe is that Jesus certainly did 
not content Himself with the enunciation of perma
nent moral principles; He certainly did announce an 
approaching event; and He certainly did not an
nounce the event without giving some account of its 
meaning. But when He gave an account of the mean
ing of the event, no matter how brief that account 
may have been, He was overstepping the line that 
separates an undogmatic religion, or even a dogmatic 
religion that teaches only eternal principles, &om 
one that is rooted in the significance of definite his
torical facts; He was placing a great gulf between 
Himself and the philosophic modern liberalism 
which today incorrectly bears His name. 

In another way also the teaching of Jesus was 
rooted in doctrine. It was rooted in doctrine because 
it depended upon a stupendous presentation of 
Jesus' own Person. The assertion is often made, in
deed, that Jesus kept His own Person out of His gos
pel, and came forward merely as the supreme 
prophet of God. That assertion lies at the very root 
of the modern liberal conception of the life of Christ. 
But common as it is, it is radically false. And it is 
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interesting to observe how the liberal historians 
themselves, so soon as they begin to deal seriously 
with the sources, are obliged to admit that the real 
jesus was not all that they could have liked jesus to 
be. A Houston Stewart Chamberlain/ indeed, can 
construct a jesus who was the advocate of a pure, 
"formless," non-doctrinal religion; but trained histo
rians, despite their own desires, are obliged to admit 
that there was an element in the real jesus which re
fuses to be pressed into any such mould. There is to 
the liberal historians, as Heitmiller has significantly 
said, "something almost uncanny" about Jesus. 6 

This "uncanny" element in jesus is found in His 
Messianic consciousness. The strange fact is that this 
pure teacher of righteousness appealed to by modern 
liberalism, this classical exponent of the nondoc
trinal religion which is supposed to underlie all the· 
historical religions as the irreducible truth remaining 
after the doctrinal accretions have been removed -
the strange fact is that this supreme revealer of eter
nal truth supposed that He was to be the chief actor 
in a world catastrophe and ·was to sit in judgment 
upon the whole earth. Such is the stupendous form 
in which J~sus applied to Himself the category of 
Messiahship. 

It is interesting to observe how modern men have 
dealt with the Messianic consciousness of jesus. 
Some, like Mr. H. G. Wells, have practically ignored 
it. Without discussing the question whether it be his
torical or not they have practically treated it as 
though it did not exist, and have not allowed it to 
disturb them at all in their construction of the sage of 
Nazareth. The jesus thus reconstructed may be use
ful as investing modern programs with the sanctity of 
His hallowed name; Mr. Wells may find it edifying to 
associate jesus with Confucius in a brotherhood of 
beneficent vagueness. But what ought to be clearly 
understood is that such a Jesus has nothing to do 
with history. He is a purely imaginary figure, a sym
bol and not a fact. 

Others, more seriously, have recognized the ex
istence of the problem, but have sought to avoid it by 
denying that jesus ever thought that He was the 
Messiah, and by supporting their denial, not by mere 
assertions, but by a critical examination of the 

sources. Such was the effort, for example, of W. 
Wrede, 7 and a brilliant effort it was. But it has re
sulted in failure. The Messianic consciousness of 
jesus is not merely rooted in the sources considered 
as documents, but it lies at the very basis of the 
whole edifice of the Church. If, as J. Weiss has perti
nently said, the disciples before the crucifixion had 
merely been told that the Kingdom of God was com
ing, if Jesus had really kept altogether in the back
ground His own part in the Kingdom, then why 
when despair finally gave place to joy did the dis
ciples not merely say, "Despite Jesus' death, the 
Kingdom that He foretold will truly come"? Why 
did they say rather, "Despite His death, He is the 
Messiah"?8 From no point of view, then, can the fact 
be denied that jesus did claim to be the Messiah -
neither from the point of view of acceptance of the 
Gospel witness as a whole, nor from the point of 
view of modern naturalism. 

And when the Gospel account of jesus is consid
ered closely, it is found to involve the Messianic con
sciousness throughout. Even those parts of the Gos
pels which have been regarded as most purely ethical 
are found to be based altogether upon jesus' lofty 
claims. The Sermon on the Mount is a striking ex
ample. It is the fashion now to place the Sermon on 
the Mount in contrast with the rest of the New Tes
tament. "We will have nothing to do with theology," 
men say in effect, "we will have nothing to do with 
miracles, with atonement, or with heaven or with 
hell. For us the Golden Rule is a sufficient guide of 
life; in the simple principles of the Sermon on the 
Mount we discover a solution of all the problems of 
society." It is indeed rather strange that men can 
speak in this way. Certainly it is rather derogatory to 
Jesus to assert that never except in one brief part of 
His recorded words did He say anything that is 
worth while. But even in the Sermon on the Mount 
there is far more than some men suppose. Men say 
that it contains no theology; in reality it contains the
ology of the most stupendous kind. In particular, it 
contains the loftiest possible presentation of Jesus' 
own Person. That presentation appears in the strange 
note of authority which pervades the whole dis
course; it appears in the recurrent words, "But I say 

J Menseh end Cott, 1921. Compare the review in Princeton Theological Review, xx, 1922, pp. 327-329. 
6 Heitmuller, jesus, 1913, p. 71. See The Origin of Pours Religion, 1921, p. 157. 
7 Das Messiasgehsimnis in den Evangelien, 1901 
9 J. Weiss, "Das Problem der Entstehung des Christentums," In Archie fur Religionswissenschaft, xvi. 1913, p. 456. See Th'e Origin of Paul's Religion, 

1921, p. 156. 
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unto you." Jesus plainly puts His own words on an 
equality with what He certainly regarded as th~ di
vine words of Scriprure; He cliimed the right to leg
islate for the Kingdom of God. Let it not be objected 
that this note of authority involves merely a pro
phetic consciousness in Jesus, a mere right to speak 
in God's name as God's Spirit might lead. For what 
prophet ever spoke in this way? The prophets said, 
"Thus saitb the Lord," but Jesus said, "I say." We 
have no mere prophet here, no mere bumble expo
nent of the will of God; but a stupendous Person 
speaking in a manner which for any other person 
would be abominable and absurd. The same thing 
appears in the passage Matt. vii. 21-23: "Not every
one who says to me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. Many shall say to me in that 
day: Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name, and in thy name cast out demons, and in thy 
name done many mighty works? And then I shall 
confess to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, 
ye that work lawlessness.' "This passage is in some 
respects a favorite with modern liberal teachers; for 
it is interpreted- falsely, it is true, yet plausibly
as meaning that all that a man needs to attain stand
mg with God is an approximately right performance 
of his duties to his fellowmen, and not any assent to 
a creed or even any direct relation to Jesus. But have 
those who quote the passage so triumphantly in this 
way ever stopped to reflect upon the other side of 
the picture - upon the stupendous fact that in this 
same passage the eternal destinies of men are made 
dependent upon the word of Jesus? Jesus here repre
sents Himself as seated on the judgment-seat of all 
the earth, separating whom He will forever from the 
bliss that is involved in being present with Him. 
Could anything be further removed than such a Jesus 
from the humble teacher of righteousness appealed 
to by modem liberalism? Clearly it is impossible to 
escape from theology, even in the chosen precincts of 
the Sermon on the Mount. A srupendous theology, 
with Jesus' own Person at the centre of it, is the pre
supposition of the whole teaching. (To be continued.) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Fp 

-A great idea-

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 

1-888-367-6216 

12 June 2007 
Fum Foundation 

eK;~ lodag? 
Cotbam-Davis Debate 
on the Godhead and l\liracles Today 
Swainsboro, ~gia 
Dec. 7-10, 1986 

The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
WOfd, and the Hoty Spirit 
Affinn: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 

The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person. namely, Jesus Christ 
Affinn: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced in the early d~ys of the 
church are for believers today. ' · 
Affinn: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affinn: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback. 234 pgs. BDCR03 .................................... $7.95 

Cotham -lobo Debate 
on Miracles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50 s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affinn: Peny B. Cotham 
Deny: Pet~ John 
The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue in the 
church today 
Affinn: Pet~ John, Amble Church, Amble. Michigan 
Deny: Peny B. Cotham, Cnurch of Christ 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 .................................... $7.00 

Perry B. Cotham 
and john Bartley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-Aprll 2, 1980 

$3.00 s&h 

Brother Cotham kindly but fOfcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick. speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue in the church today. 
Affinn: John Hartley 
Deny: Peny B. Cotham 

Paperbactc:, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ...................................... $6.00 

Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 
Order from Finn Foundation 

$3.00 s&h 



Eliiah's God 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Elijah's God of the Old Testament is our God. 
The God of the Old Testament is the same 
God of the New Testament. 

The prophet Elisha followed Elijah closely before 
he was taken to heaven in a whirlwind in a chariot of 
fire, drawn by horses of fire. He sought to be with him 
at every place. When Elijah moved from Gilgal to 
Bethel to Jericho and finally to the Jordan River. El
isha was there. Elijah took his prophetic mantle and 
opened the Jordan. They crossed and immediately 
Elijah was miraculously taken into heaven. He had 
promised a "double portion of his spirit' provided 
Elisha saw him ascend. He saw him ascend, and "Then 
he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, 
and struck the water, and said, 'Where is the LORD 
God of Elijah?' And when he also had struck the wa
ter, it was divided this way and that; and Elisha 
crossed over" (2 Kings 2: i 4). [All Scripture references 
are from the NKJV unless otherwise indicated.] 

Elijah wrote a letter to King Jehoram of Judah 
warning him that because he had forsaken the good 
ways of his father, Jehoshaphat, and had followed 
the course of Ahab, idolatrous king of Israel, God 
would send a plague and also that he would die of a 
loathsome disease (2 Chron. 21:12ff). 

Elijah performed miracles. He raised a child 
&om the dead, and he blessed a widow with replen
ished meal and oil (1 Kings 17:14-34). 

His significance is evident when he was called to 
earth to be a part of the threesome - Moses, Elijah, 
and Christ- at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 
17:1-8). His greatness may be understood because of 
his close relation with his God. 

lllltdfs loll Was a ... of,._, 
He knew that idols had no power as described by the 
psalmist (Ps. 115 :2-7); He was willing and anxious for 
his God to be tested against Ahab's idols. He chal
lenged the false prophets by proposing a contest. "And 
Elijah came to all the people, and said, How long wiD 
you falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, 
CoUow Him: but if Baal, follow him,' But the people 
answered him not a wont• (1 Kings 18:21}. 1Dey ac
cepted and they erected an altar with a bullock on it, 

hoping their god would consume it. When they spent 
many hours praying to Baal and received no response, 
Elijah mocked them. In spite of their feverish effort, 
they got no answer from their stone image. Then Eli
jah built an altar and placed the bullock on it, he 
poured four barrels of water on it three times. After
ward, he prayed to the true God, and he answered by 
fire. "Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed 
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and 
the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the 
trench" (1 Kings 18:38). The hundreds of embar
rassed false prophets were slain at the brook Kishon. 

May we never limit the power of God. He is 
able. Men have limited power, but God is powerful 
to do what he chooses to do. Our first request should 
be made to the all-powerful God and he may choose 
to honor it. 

... llllwen Prayer 

Because King Ahab was promoting idolatry, Elijah 
prayed that it would not rain and it did not for three 
years. He prayed again and it rained abundantly (1 
Kings 17: 1). James uses Elijah as "man subject to like 
passions as we are to enco~rage Christians to pray. 
"Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed earnestly that it would not rain: and it did 
not rain on the land for three years and six months, 
And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth produced its fruit" Oames 5:17-18). Elijah 
went to Mt. Carmel and when he prayed the rains 
came and he sent word to Ahab (1 Kings 18:41-56). 

Christians are assured that our God hears and 
answers prayers. Paul believed prayers were benefi
cial in his behalf (Philem. 22; Rom. 15:30-33). May 
we pray more and more fervently Oames 5:16). Let 
us be known as "persons of the Book" and also "per
sons of prayer." 

..... c.-em .......... ... 
Our God knows our spiritual and physical needs and 
promised to provide for them. He fed Elijah by using 
the ravens: -Tile ravens brought him bread and meat 
in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening; 
and he drank from the brook" (1 Kings 17 :6). 
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At times children of God become sorely de

pressed as was Elijah (1 Kings 19: 14) and Jonah 
Qonah 4:3). God was there to strengthen them. 

Depression is of two kinds: clinical and normal. 
One may be depressed for several possible causes. It 
may be a result of exhaustion (1 Kings 19:4); or of 
loneliness (2 Tim. 4; 16); or as disappointment in 
others, goals or projects; or loss of faith . 

The solution for coping with depression is by in
creasing one's faith through the word of God (Rom. 
10:17). 

Eliiah's God bows tile Future 
God foretold that Elijah would come again even as he 
did in the person of John the Baptist. "Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the corning of the 
great and dreadful day of the LORD" (MaL 4 :5). "I Ic 
will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Eli
jah, ' to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,' 

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord" (Luke 1: 17). 

God knows the future concerning the two desti
nies for men. He is fair with us to inform us of what 
they are and who will be there, "Do not marvel at 
this: for the hour is coming in which all who are in 
the graves will hear His voice and come forth those 
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of con
demnation" Oohn 5 :28-29). 

Re Is O.r Gotl 
As children of God, he is our Father and blesses us 
abundantly. He has made clear the way of salvation 
for us through a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. "He 
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16: 16). 

372 E. Mill Rd. 
Henderson, 1N 38340-2428 
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(Editor's note: Below are excerpts from Brigitte Gabriel's speech delivered at the Intelligence Summit in 
Washington DC, Saturday, Feb. 18, 2006.) 

Islam 
Supplied by Virgil Poe 

W e gather here today to ~bare information 
and knowledge. Intelligence is not merely 
cold hard data about numerical strength 

or armament or disposition o f military forces. The 
most important dement of intelligence has to be un
derstanding the mindset and intention of the enemy. 
The West has been wallowing in a state of ignorance 
and denial for 30 years as Muslim extremist perpe
trated evil against innocent victims in the name of 
Allah. 

I was ten years old when my home exploded 
around me, burying me under the rubble and leaving 
me to drink my blood to survive, as the perpetrators 
shouted, "Allah Akbar!" My only crime was that I was 
a Christian living in a Christian town. At 10 years 
old, I learned the meaning of the word "infidel. " 

I had a crash course in survival. Not in the Girl 
Scouts, but in a bomb shelter where I lived for seven 
years in pitch darkness, freezing cold, drinking stale 
water and eating grass to live. At the age of 13 I 
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dressed in my burial clothes going to bed at night, 
waiting to be slaughtered. By the age of 20, I had 
buried most of my friends - killed by Muslims. We 
were not Americans living in New York, or Britons in 
London. We were Arab Christians living in Lebanon. 

As a victim of Islamic terror, I was amazed when I 
saw Americans waking up on September 12, 2001, 
and asking themselves "Why do they hate us?" The 
psychoanalyst experts were coming up with aU sort of 
excuses as to what did we do to offend the Muslim 
World. But if America and the West were paying atten
tion to the Middle East they would not have had to ask 
the question. Simply put, they hate us because we are 
defined in their eyes by one simple word: "infidels." 

Under the banner of Islam "Ia, ilaha ilia allah, 
muhammad rasoulu allah," (None is god except Al
lah; Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah) they 
murdered Jewish children in Israel, massacred Chris
tians in Lebanon, killed Copts in Egypt, Assyrians in 
Syria, Hindus in India, and expelled almost 900,000 



Jews from Muslim lands. We Middle Eastern infidels 
paid the price then. Now infidels worldwide are pay
ing the price for indifference and shortsightedness. 

Tolerating evil is a crime. Appeasing murderers 
doesn't buy protection. It earns disrespect and loath
ing in the enemy's eyes. Yet apathy is the weapon by 
which the West is committing suicide. Political cor
rectness forms the shackles around our ankles, by 
which Islamists are leading us to our demise. 

America and the West are doomed to failure in 
this war unless they stand up and identify the real 
enemy: Islam. You hear about Wahabbi and Salafi Is
lam as the only extreme form of Islam. All the other 
Muslims, supposedly, are wonderful moderates. 
Closer to the truth are the pictures of the irrational 
eruption of violence in reaction to the cartoons of 
Mohammed printed by a Danish newspaper. From 
burning embassies, to calls to butcher those who 
mock Islam, to warnings that the West be prepared 
for another holocaust, those pictures have given us a 
glimpse into the real face of the enemy. News pic
tures and video of these events represent a canvas of 
hate decorated by different nationalities who share 
one common ideology of hate, bigotry and intoler
ance derived from one source: authentic Islam. An 
Islam that is awakening from centuries of slumber to 
re-ignite its wrath against the infidel and dominate 
the world. An Islam which has declared "Intifada" 
on the West. 

Alrierfca and the West can no longer afford to lay 
in their lazy state of overweight ignorance. The con
sequences of this mental disease are starting to attack 
the body, and if they don't take the necessary steps 
now to control it, death will be knocking soon. If 
you want to understand the nature of the enemy we 
face, visualize a tapestry of snakes. They slither and 
they hiss, and they would eat each other alive, but 
they will unite in a hideous mass to achieve their 
common goal of imposing Islam on the world. 

This is the ugly face of the enemy we are fight
ing. We are fighting a powerful ideology that is ca
pable of altering basic human instincts. An ideology 
that can turn a mother into a launching pad of death. 
A perfect example is a recently elected Hamas offi
cial in the Palestinian Territories who raves in heav
enly joy about sending her three sons to death and 
offering the ones who are still alive for the cause. It 
is an ideology that is capable of offering highly edu
cated individuals such as doctors and lawyers far 
more joy in attaining death than any respect and stat
ure, life in society is ever capable of giving them. 

The United States has been a prime target for radi
cal Islamic hatred and terror. Every Friday, mosques in 
the Middle East ring with shrill prayers and monoto
nous chants calling death, destruction and damnation 
down on America and its people. The radical Islam
ists' deeds have been as vile as their words. Since the 
Iran hostage crisis, more than three thousand Ameri
cans have died in a terror campaign almost unprec
edented in its calculated cruelty along with thousands 
of other citizens worldwide. Even the Nazis did not 
turn their own children into human bombs, and then 
rejoice at their deaths as well as the deaths of their 
victims. This intentional, indiscriminate and whole
sale murder of innocent American citizens is justified 
and glorified in the name of Islam. 

America cannot effectively defend itself in this 
war unless and until the American people understand 
the nature of the enemy that we face. Even after 9/11 
there are those who say that we must "engage" our 
terrorist enemies, that we must "address their griev
ances." Their grievance is our freedom of religion. 
Their grievance is our freedom of speech. Their 
grievanc~ is our democratic process where the rule of 
law comes from the voices of many not that of just 
one prophet. It is the respect we instill in our chil
dren towards all religions. It is the equality we grant 
each other as human beings sharing a planet and 
striving to make the world a better place for all hu
manity. Their grievance is the kindness and respect a 
man shows a woman, the justice we practice as 
equals under the law, and the mercy we grant our en
emy. Their grievance cannot be answered by an apol
ogy for who or what we are. 

Our mediocre attitude of not confronting Islamic 
forces of bigotry and hatred wherever they raised 
their ugly head in the last 30 years, has empowered 
and strengthened our enemy to launch a full scale at
tack on the very freedoms we cherish in their effort to 
impose their values and way of life on our civilization. 

If we don't wake up and challenge our Muslim 
community to take action against the terrorists 
within it, if we don't believe in ourselves as Ameri
cans and in the standards we should hold every patri
otic American to, we are going to pay a price for our 
delusion. For the sake of our children and our coun
try, we must wake up and take action. In the face of a 
torrent of hateful invective and terrorist murdQr, 
America's learning curve since the Iran hostage crisis 
is so shallow that it is almost flat. The longer we lay 
supine, the more difficult it will be to stand erect. Fp 
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Sigheh 

Some see it as a divinely sanctioned safety valve 
to ease sexual frustration; others call it a hypo
critical cover for prostirution. 

The Shia Muslim tradition of temporary mar
riage, or sigheh, allows a man and a woman in Iran to 
marry for a set period of rime, ranging from an hour 
to 99 years. 

However, the practice is regarded as illicit sex by 
the majority Sunni community. 

Even in Iran, it has been considered socially ta
boo and uncommon, but now the country's hardline 
interior minister has ignited controversy by promot
ing temporary marriage as a way of countering a per
ceived increase in illegal extra- and pre-marital sex. 

Mostafa Pourmohammadi, a cleric, said: "We 
have to find a solution to meet the sexual desire of 
the youth who have no possibility of marriage. Tem
porary marriage is God's rule. We must encourage 
that." 

Sexual frustration is acknowledged as a problem 
by the Islamic Republic of Iran. Half the country's 
population of 70 million is aged under 30, there is 
high unemployment and many young Iranians com
plain they cannot afford to get married or buy a 
house. 

For some, sigheh strikes a balance between the 
needs of the flesh and the legal demands of marriage. 

Gaining speedy conjugal rights simply requires 
registering the relationship with a local notary or, 
more commonly, taking an oral vow before a cleric. 

When the contract expires, there are no obliga
tions on the man, unless the marriage produces a 
child - under Shia religious law, children born of 
temporary marriages must be recognised as legiti
mate and can claim a share of inheritance. 

Sigheh is seen as a way of channelling young 
people's sexual urges under Iran's strict sexual segre
gation. "I have no money to set up a matrimonial life. 
I don't want prostitutes. What should I do with my 
sexual needs?" asked Reza Sarabi, 23, a taxi driver. 

One of his colleagues joked: "It's like being able 
to change your old car." 

Critics say temporary marriages are biased in 
favour of men and will exacerbate prostirurion, 
which is illegal in Iran but on the rise. 

A married man can have as many temporary 
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wives as he wants and break the contract whenever 
he wants, while a woman cannot. 

Once the contract is over, temporary wives cannot 
enter another relationship for three months and ten 
days- to determine if there is a child and to establish 
its paternity. There is no such restriction on men. 

Supporters of women's rights are not the only 
ones opposed to the promotion of temporary mar
riage. One hardline newspaper complained that a 
Tehran travel agent was advertising seaside holidays 
for couples who want temporary marriages. The ac
commodation comes with a cleric to register the 
umon. 

But supporters of temporary marriage argue that 
it allows divorced or widowed women the chance of 
financial support if they are unable to find a perma
nent marriage. 

Some young women who want to travel with 
their partners and stay in the same hotel room might 
enter a temporary marriage: unmarried couples who 
have sex can be arrested, fined and even flogged. 

Others see temporary marriage as a solution to 
prostitution - or even as an opportunity to check 
out a partner before signing up for life. 
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blanks. Bible examples combined with down-to
earth motivation for today's Christian woman. 
Beautifully formatted, 8Yzx11. 13 chapters. 
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$15.95 plus $3.50 s&h 

Firm Fot.niation (Texas) • (888) 367-6216 or 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 



Origin of the Bible 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

cently, an article arrived in my email-box. 
The article dealing with the origin of the Bible 

y Paul (Paulcyp@cox.net), Jan. 12, 2003, is 
filled with incorrect statements. Paulcyp@cox.net, 
whom I do not know, does not document any of his 
assertions, so we have only his unsupported word. 
We do not know who he is nor how qualified he is to 
write on this subject. 

He is wrong when he says that Bible writers did 
not know they were writing scripture. He says of the 
apostle Paul, "When Paul penned his letters to the 
Thessalonians, or to the Romans, he was simply writ
ing a letter, not writing scripture, as far as he was con
cerned. I think he would have had some strong words 
for anyone who suggested to him that the letter he was 
writing would someday be read by billions of people 
around the world, and be ~onsidered equal in author
ity to the writings of Moses and the prophets." 

Paulcyp@cox.nef's bare assertion is not sufficient 
and anyone who would take it at face value without 
questioning what he says is naive and gullible. 

Jesus promised his disciples that the Holy Spirit 
would guide them into "all the truth" Oohn 16:13). 
Peter says the words of the New Testament were re
vealed by the Holy Spirit (1 Pet. 1:12). John says that 
he wrote the words of the Spirit (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 
29; 3:6, 13, 22) and warns against adding to or tak
ing from the words of the New Covenant (Rev. 
22:18-19). Paul says that what he wrote was revela
tion from God, hence a part of the totality of truth 
into which the Spirit would guide the aposdes. Paul 
the aposde wrote: "But we received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the spirit which is from God; that we 
might know the things that were freely given to us of 
God. Which things also we speak, not in words 
which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Spirit 
teacheth; combining spiritual things with spiritual 
words" (1 Cor. 2:12-13). He also wrote: "For I make 
known to you, brethren, as touching the gospel 
which was preached by me, that it is not after man. 
For neither did I receive it &om man, nor was I 
taught it, but it came to me through revelation of 
Jesus Christ" (Gal1:11-12). (See also 1 Cor. 11:23; 
15:1-3; Eph. 3:3-8; Rom. 1:1-6; Gal. 1:16; 1 Tim. 

1:1; Acts 22:16; 1 Cor. 11:23; 2 Cor. 12:1; Eph. 
1:8-9; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 4:1-4; 2 Cor. 2:17; 2 Tim. 
3:16-17.) 

Canon of the Bi.le 

The Bible was written by men as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit (1 Pet. 1:12, 21). 

The message was confirmed by wonders, signs, 
and miracles (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2:1-4). 

Those who originally received the inspired writ
ings also witnessed the confirming signs. 

These first receivers and witnesses become the 
authority as to which books are inspired and have a 
place in the Bible. 

The books that were known to be from God 
were treated with total respect and were copied, and 
re-copied. Literally thousands of copies were made 
of the God-breathed documents. No other book in 
the history of man has received that kind of treat
ment. No other writing from antiquity was given the 
attention, and careful handling that was given to the 
New Testament books. The attitudes of the first re
ceivers in showing such reverent respect and deter
mination to preserve and distribute these writings 
determine which books are in fact inspired of God. 

Many other books, letters, and comments were 
written during the time the New Testament was be
ing revealed. These documents received some notice, 
but were not given the attention given to the books 
that were known to be confirmed by signs and 
miracles. 
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The books included in the Bible are the books 
the first receivers designated and those excluded are 
excluded because the original witnesses did not ac
cept them as inspired, no matter what the writer of 
them might claim (most of them do not claim to be 
inspired). 

The original witnesses sealed their testimony 
with blood - that is, they died often violent deaths 
because they insisted on accepting the books of the 
New Testament. 

It is a mistake to think that a committee or coun
sel meeting hundreds of years after the documents 

were revealed and confirmed could make any deci
sion other than to recognize what these first receiv
ers knew to be true. Such conferences would have no 
more validity that a group meeting today. 

The book of Hebrews, though the author is not 
identified, received the same treatment as the other 
books in·the New Testament- that is, it was copied 
copiously and accepted as inspired by first-century 
saints, and therefore has its proper place in the 
canon of sacred writings. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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I Wish I Had Said That 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

D octor Kim Riddlebarg~r of the Reformed 
Church was writing about the change 
agents at work in his denomination. His 

protest and declaration should be read and embraced 
by every man who stands in the pulpit of Christ's 
church. In a piece called "The Church of the Highest 
Common Denominator," he wrote: 

The church of the highest common denomina
tor will not downplay its doctrinal distinc
tives, but will shout them from the rooftop. I 
like to speak of this as running our distinctive 
[doctrines] up the flagpole, proudly displaying 
them for all to see. This is what we are. This is 
what we believe. Here is where we stand. 
There should be something [doctrinally] dis
tinctive about a Reformed church. It should be 
different and stand out from the church of the 
lowest common denominator. Such a church 
will stand for something and be willing to 
teach and defend those things it regards as 
precious. Instead of telling people that doc
trine doesn't matter - which only plants the 
seed that Christianity doesn't matter- the 
church of the highest common denominator 
will tell everyone who will listen the truth in 
love. 

Can you visualize what the results would be if in 
every congregation of the Lord's church this spirit 
prevailed? Our brethren would be informed and in
telligent in their faith. Our neighbors would realize 
the church in their community, identified as a 
Church of Christ, is truly unique and worthy of in-
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vestigation. Our members who move to another 
community would not be willing to worship with a 
denominational body because no church of Christ 
was nearby. Their conscience would not allow them 
to do so. 

Yes, secularists in the community would ridicule 
us and worldly sorts would crack jokes about us. 
They did that about the early Christians. Visitors 
from denominational churches would not just sit in 
our midst, mistakenly thinking they were pleasing to 
God and assuming they were indeed members of the 
church of Christ. Either they would realize their need 
to make changes in their life and faith or they would 
leave for a denominational church that reflected 
views pleasing to them. Young people contemplating 
marriage would feel constrained to find and marry a 
mate that shared their biblical faith. Preachers would 
not be dancing on eggs in their sermons, nor would 
their hearers be offended when they heard solid bibli
cal lessons that stressed not only psychology for liv
ing, but also the distinct faith of Christianity. They 
would go away with their faith renewed and their 
understanding deepened. Our Bible has always called 
for such preaching (2 Tun. 4:2; Jude 3). Many of our 
brethren have just forgotten to do it. May God hasten 
the day when such will be the norm among churches 
of Christ around the world 

12630 West Foxfire 
Sun City, AZ 85375 

Fp 



. ?n May 12, FSM Contributing Editor Don Feder gave the following speech at the World Congress of Fami
ltes tn Warsaw, Poland. Mr. Feder points out that increasing pollution and coarsening of our culture are assault
ing our traditional American family values. Can this be reversed? 

Hollywood Values venus Fa111ily Values 
By Don Feder 

H ow many of you live outside the United 
States? As an American, I want to apolo
gize to you. Every day, an American indus

try drops metric tons of toxic waste in your countries 
and your homes. I refer to Hollywood, whose pri
mary products are sex, violence, perversion, nihilism, 
attacks on religion and a thoroughgoing anti-family 
ethic. These are products produced both for domestic 
consumption and export. That wasn't always the 
case. As fans of old movies can attest, in the 19 3 Os 
and '40s, Hollywood was unabashedly pro-family. It 
treated parents with respect, took sex seriously and 
portrayed it discreetly, affirmed faith, and generally 
promoted those values that foster social cohesion. 
Fathers were wise and benevolent. Mothers were lov
ing and nurturing. Children were generally respect
ful. In movies like "Since You Went Away, "The Best 
Years of Our Lives," "A Tree Grows In Brooklyn," the 
"Andy Hardy" series and "I Remember Mama" -
family life was celebrated. This ethos was charmingly 
encapsulated at the end of 1939's "The Wizard of 
Oz," with Dorothy's heartfelt declaration, "There re
ally is no place like home." Movies of that era called 
us back home. Today, Hollywood tells us that, at best, 
families are irrelevant, and, at worst, stifling, suffo
cating and an obstacle to self-actualization and happi
ness. Occasionally, the entertainment industry gets it 
right- makes a movie that puts families in a positive 
light. In this regard, two of the best were "Blast From 
The Past" (1999) and "The Family Man" (2000). In 
the latter, a successful venture capitalist- rich, pow
erful, single and self-centered- falls into an alter
nate reality and gets to experience what his life would 
have been like if he'd married his college sweetheart 
and had children. By the end of the movie, the hero 
discovers that he's missed everything that really mat
ters in life. But pro-family films like the foregoing are 
very much the exception. They could almost be re
garded as throwbacks to a bygone era. Today, the 
typical movie family is comically or tragically dys-

functional. To one degree or another - children are 
rebellious, if not self-destructive. Parents are por
trayed as well-meaning fools or monsters. We've 
gone from "Father Knows Best" to Father's a beast or 
an idiot or a raving lunatic. Typical of this assault on 
normalcy was a 2006 comedy - nominated for an 
Academy Award - called "Little Miss Sunshine." 
The movie revolves around the road trip of a family 
that includes: a father who's a failed motivational 
trainer, a mother who's a chain-smoking neurotic, an 
uncle who's a suicidal homosexual, a brother who 
worships Nietzsche and a grandfather who's a drug 
addict. This is Hollywood's idea of family life in the 
21st century. There are family values and there are 
Hollywood values. Family values include fidelity, re
spect, love, sexual restraint, nurturing and mutual 
support. Hollywood values are the exact opposite. 
The worldview which shapes today's movies in
cludes: 

• Sexual liberation - the glorification of pre
marital sex (including adolescent experimentation), 
adultery, promiscuity, homosexuality and the sexual
ization of children. In other words, actors and ac
tresses, writers, directors and producers want us all 
to live the way they do. In movies, casual liaisons 
usually end well. Forget about marriage; characters 
don't even have to fall in love before they fall in bed. 
The 2005 film "The 40 Year Old Virgin," was based 
on the premise that an unmarried 40-year-old man 
who was sexually inexperienced was a freak of na
ture. The next time you go to a romantic comedy, 
take a stop watch with you and time how long it 
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takes for the couple to have intimate relations. You'll 
only need the second hand. 

• Live-for-the-moment - The family ethic is 
based on restraint, self-sacrifice and sublimating our 
own short-term happiness to the greater good -
which, of course, makes long-term happiness pos
sible. The Hollywood ethic is based on the immedi
ate gratification of whims. It tells us that not to 
express our feelings - and act on them uncritically 
- is unhealthy, neurotic and soul-annihilating. 

• The cult of the imperial self- or, in the words 
of the pop song, 1-gotta-be-me. Hollywood regularly 
tells us that putting anything ahead of our own hap
piness - including family obligations - is stupid, if 
not psychotic. 

• Militant feminism - the bizarre and amply re
futed notion that men and women are psychologi
cally identical, that so-called gender-roles are socially 
imposed and that to believe otherwise is "sexist." 
Think of all the films where 11 0-pound women, who 
look like anorexic fashion models, beat up 190-
pound men, who look like football players. Holly
wood actually believes that 1997's "GI Jane" was a 
reflection of reality. That was the movie where Demi 
Moore (who preyiously starred in "Striptease") be
came a Navy SEAL. But the family is based on gender 

· roles. "Mr. Mom" notwithstanding, a man can't nur
ture a 2-year-old as well as a woman. Men and 
women were endowed with physical and psychologi
cal attributes which compliment each other - the 
more we try to obliterate those differences, the 
harder family life becomes. 

• Radical secularism - the belief that religious 
expression is dangerous and a hindrance to happiness 
and self-fulfillment. In film after film - including 
•Kingdom of Heaven," "King Arthur" and "V for 
Vendetta" - Christians are portrayed sadistic, hyp~ 
critical or repressive. But it's faith that validates the 
natural family. The Bible is a veritable handbook of 
family values. Undermine traditional religion and 
you will inevitably undermine the family. 

• The normalization of homosexuality - the 
dogma that people are born homosexual or hetero
sexual and are unable to change, that all voluntary 
sexual activity is equally good and that homosexual 
liaisons must be afforded the same recognition and 
respect as heterosexual marriage. Note all of the 
movies where homosexual characters are happy, 
helpful, well-adjusted and generally appealing - so 
unlike members of the typical Hollywood family. 
Like promiscuity, pre-marital sex and adultery, ho-
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mosexuality undermines the family. The natural fam
ily will not thrive when competing models are vali-
dated. · 

The family ethic rejects each and every one of 
these nitwit notions. It posits moral al?solutes and 
demands sexuality sublimated by monogamous mar
riage, marital fidelity, putting others before self, gen
der differentiation and the Biblical perspective on 
sexual relations. These worldviews are diametrically 
opposed. If you'd like to know how well Hollywood 
values work, compare the divorce rates of Beverly 
Hills and Biloxi, Mississippi - or the number of 
Manhattanites in therapy versus the number of resi
dents of Rapid City, South Dakota who are going 
through a mid-life crisis. Hollywood's arsenal in
cludes seductive images splashed across the screen, 
stories that stack the deck in favor of its agenda and 
beautiful faces selling its social poison. All we have is 
truth. Of all the challenges to the natural family -
bureaucracies, courts, academia, feminism, homo
sexual activism and the sexual revolution- this is 
the most potent. It invades every aspect of our lives, 
attacks our values and inculcates its attitudes cease
lessly. We must find new ways to expose and counter 
this foe. Otherwise the real-life family of the future 
will look like the Hollywood family of today. 

[FamilySecurityMatters Contributing Editor Don 
Feder was a Boston Herald writer and syndicated col
umnist for 19 years. His free-lance writings have ap
peared in many publications, including USA TODAY. 
He,s the author of two books (A Jewish Conservative 
Looks At Pagan America and Who's Afraid of the Re
ligious Right?)] 
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(Brother Frazier Conley bas written an excellent treatise on the Holy Spirit, which the Firm Foundation is 
in the process of printing in successive issues of the paper. This is a challenging subiect and, of course, there are 
various levels of understanding and appreciation of this topic. We recommend a careful reading of brother 
Conley's perception of this matter. We acknowledge our indebtedness to the author.) 

The Tenninology of Holy Spirit E•powennent 
By Frazier Conley 

CHAPTER 3 
... and the Holy Spirit was upon him (Luke 2:25) 

11le 11ft of tile Holy Spirit presence he functioned to empower the conception 
It has been said that there is a distinction to be made of Jesus the Christ. The Spirit took a particular role, 
between the "gift of the Holy Spirit" (as in Acts and one would hardly think that the Spirit was ab-
2:38), and the "gifts of the Spirit." The first is said to sent when he did so. Was the Spirit present in all 
be the Spirit himself as he indwells people "non-mi- ways, in all functions, and for all Holy Spirit pur-
raculously." The second is affirmed to be miraculous poses? No. The Spirit has exercised in people many 
empowerment. However, right away one should ob- and various offices through divine history. In Mary's 
serve that every time the "Spirit" terminology of Acts case, there was a special empowering function, 
2:38 occurs elsewhere in Acts (as in receive, give and which resulted in the conception 1 of jesus. 
gift), the reference is to the Holy Spirit as an em pow- Simeon 
ering visitation (8:15-20; 10:44-47; 11:16-17). 

Further, in Scripture generally, the Spirit is often In Luke 2, there is the story of Simeon. 
spoken of as coming upon someone or being given to Now there was a man in jerusalem, whose 
someone. The context then makes dear that the name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 

and devout, looking for the consolation of Is-
Spirit has visited someone for gifting them in some rael, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it 
way. There is no reason to think that in any of these had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
cases such language means something other than the that he should not see death before he had 
Spirit himself has arrived upon or within someone. seen the Lord's Christ. And inspired by the 
Therefore, the correct question becomes, "What is Spirit he came into the temple; and when the 
the role or office or function for which the Spirit parents brought in the child jesus, to do for 

him according to the custom of the law, he 
himself has come upon a person?" When the Spirit took him up in his arms and blessed God and 
performs an office within someone he is himself, in said, "Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de-
some sense, present. This is sustained throughout part in peace, according to thy word; for mine 
Scripture by the Biblical terminology. eyes have seen thy salvation" (Luke 2:25-30). 

Mary 

For example, to Mary the angel said, "'The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you ... "' (Luke 1 :35). 
Bible students will recognize the parallelism of He
brew poetry in this passage. The power of God was 
expressed in Mary, but the Holy Spirit was not ab
sent, he was himself present. And in that particular 

The Holy Spirit was upon Simeon. For what pur
pose was he given? It is stated that Simeon experi
enced a revelatio.n from the Spirit that prior to his 
death he would see the Christ. The Spirit also in
spired Simeon to enter the temple at the time jesus 
was brought there by his parents. Simeon was em
powered to recognize the child for who he. was, and 
to express an oracle concerning him and his destiny 
(Luke 2:29-35). 

' Editor's note: The author obviously does not mean that Jesus was conceived in the sense of a new life beginning. Jesus had a prior existence, and, 
being God, was eternal - without beginning or end. Jehovah formed the physical body the God-nature of Jesus inhabited while on the earth, 
Heb.lO:S.) 
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Nothing is said about the Spirit indwelling 
Simeon to "regenerate" him or to engender in him 
the fruit of the Spirit. He was being empowered for 
a prophetic utterance. It is not at all mentioned that 
the Spirit present in Simeon had any effect in chang
ing him into the likeness of Christ (2 Cor. 3: 18) or 
in giving life to his mortal body (Rom. 8:11) or in 
putting to death the deeds of the body (Rom. 8:13) 
or in sealing him and guaranteeing his eternal inher
itance (Eph. 1:13-14 ). It was simple empowerment 
for the special purpose of God. Nonetheless the 
Spirit himself was upon Simeon. 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth was similarly enabled: "Elizabeth was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and she exclaimed with a loud 
cry, 'Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb!'" (Luke 1 :41-42). The Spirit 
himself came upon Elizabeth and was presumably 
present in her. What event did he make possible? He 
empowered a divine oracle. No doubt the Spirit 
could have come upon her to fulfill other offices, but 
the text is specific. 
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Jes•s 

Jesus doubtless had the Spirit of God from his con
ception. But continuing affirmations of his posses
sion of God's Spirit are found, as in Luke 3:22 and 
4:1. Luke also says, "And Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee ... " (Luke 4:14 ). And again, 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed" (Luke 4: 18). The prophetic min
istry of Christ was empowered by the presence of the 
Spirit himself 

Disciples 

The first disciples of Jesus were assured of the em
powering role of the Spirit in them: "And when they 
bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and 
the authorities, do not be anxious how or what you 
are to answer or what you are to say; for the Holy 
Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you 
ought to say" (Luke 12:11-12). lt seems reasonable 
that the Spirit himself would be present in those dis
ciples as he empowered their inspiration. 

Apostles 

Again, Jesus said to the apostles, "And behold, I send 
the promise of my Father upon you; but stay in the 
city, until you are clothed with power from on high" 
(Luke 24:49). Nothing specific is said of the Spirit 
here, but we know from Acts that the Spirit was to be 
the source of the empowerment: " ... wait for the 
promise of the Father ... before many days you shall 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:4-5). 
" ... you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses ... " 
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(Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit himself was to come 
upon the apostles. He was to be present in the 
apostles. And what function was he to perform in 
them? Not all possible offices, but the office of em
powerment. 

Paul 
When Paul discoursed on the Spirit, he frequently fo
cused on the special indwelling presence in the 
Christian. In that abiding presence, the Spirit himself 
fulfilled a special role and office. However, it was 
not empowerment, but rather that function related 
to indwelling and to an earnest of resurrection life. 

lets 
In Acts the Spirit was given to various men and 
women, young and old. He himself was present with 
them, but he was present in a specific office: to em
power prophetic actions. 

Old lesta•eat 
This phraseology is also found in the Old Testament: 

• "Would that all the Lord's people were proph
ets, that the Lord would put his spirit upon them!" 
(Num. 11:29). The phraseology is that of the Spirit 
himself coming upon the people. 

• "The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he 
judged Israel; he went out to war, and the Lord gave 
[the] king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his 
hand prevailed" (Judg. 3:10). Thus Othniel received 
the Spirit himself, but in the office of empowerment. 
He achieved victory with this empowerment of God. 

• "But the Spirit of the Lord took possession of 
Gideon" Oudg. 6:34). Gideon received the Spirit him
self, but the office of empowerment. Gideon went on 
to achieve victory. 

• "Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Jephthah" (Judg. 11 :29). Jephthah received the Spirit 
himself, but in the office of empowerment. He at
tained victory with this empowerment of God. 

• "And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
[Samson], and he tore the lion asunder as one tears a 
kid; and he had nothing in his hand" Oudg. 14:6). 
Samson received the Spirit himself, but in the office 
of empowerment. 

• "When [Samson] came to Lehi, the Philistines 
came shouting to meet him; and the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him, and the ropes which were on 
his arms became as flax that has caught fire, and his 
bonds melted off his hands" Oudg. 15:14). Samson 
received the Spirit himself, but in the role of empow
erment. 

• "Then Saul sent messengers to take David; and 
when they saw the company of the prophets proph
esying, and Samuel standing as head over them, the 
Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, and 
they also prophesied" (1 Sam. 19:20). The messen
gers received the Spirit himself, but in the office of 
empowerment. 

• "The Spirit of God came upon [Saul] also, and 
as he went he prophesied" (1 Sam. 19:23). Saul re
ceived the Spirit himself, but in the role of empower
ment. 

• "Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the 
thirty, and he said, 'We are yours, 0 David; and with 
you, 0 son of Jesse!"' (1 Chron. 12: 18). Amasai re
ceived the Spirit himself, but in the office of empow-
erment. 

The Spirit himself came upon various people 
down through biblical history. Receiving the Spirit 
did not mean however that his office in them was the 
same in each instance. It is the case that, in the Old 
Testament and until the beginning of the church on 
the day of Pentecost, the role of the Spirit was almost 
entirely, if not exclusively, some form of special em
powerment. Following the beginning of the church 
at Pentecost, in the terminology of the apostle Paul, 
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the Spirit was further given, at baptism, to all Chris
tians in his role as an indwelling presence and an ear
nest of resurrection life. 

Therefore, in Acts 2:38 the gift of the Spirit is the 
Spirit. But what is the role of the Spirit? It is not ind
welling, but rather it is empowerment, as shown in 
1:8 and throughout the material in Luke-Acts. 

•filled With the Spirit" 

"Filled with the Spirit" is mostly a Lukan phrase. 
Out of its 19 occurrences in Scripture, 13 are found 
in Luke-Acts. The phrase is thought to be found once 
in Paul. The other citations are from the Old Testa
ment. The background of Luke's usage would seem 
to come especially from Exodus 31:3; 35:31; and 
Deuteronomy 34:9. 

Ephesians 5:18 
The single reference in Paul is said to be, "And be not 
drunken with wine, wherein is riot, but be filled with 
the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). However, there is a problem 
in considering this analogous to the other references. 
First, the expression in Ephesians is an imperative, 
"be filled." Such an imperative is not found any
where in the other 18 references to Spirit-filling. In 
all the other usages "filled with the Spirit" is a prom
ise, not a command. Several authorities believe that 
Paul's phrase may mean, "be filled in spirit," a lower
case "s" referring to the human spirit (Abbott, 1897, 
p. 162; Westcott, 1906, p. 81; ASV mg.). Further, 
the parallel in Colossians 3:16 indicates something 
similar: "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly," 
that is, "Let it fill your heart and mind." The singular 
nature of the expression in Ephesians indicates that 
it means something other than the similar language 
found elsewhere in Scripture. 

Filledz i•dwelli•g or e•power•elll? 
What of the other 18 occurrences? It has been held 
that "filled with the Spirit" has no necessary refer
ence to extraordinary empowerment. But this is im
possible to sustain. In Exodus 31:3 and 35:31, cer
tain men are "filled with the Spirit" for the construc
tion of the tabernacle. Their craftsmanship abilities 
are elevated above the ordinary. This is a reference to 
extraordinary, not ordinary gifts. 

Josll•a 
In Deuteronomy 34:9, Joshua is filled with the spirit 
(Spirit) of wisdom because of the laying on of Moses' 
hands. The people of Israel were thus to follow his 
leadership. The context implies that this was a pro-
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phetic gift, although of lesser measure in Joshua, 
since Moses is recalled as the prophet of Israel who 
did signs, wonders, and manifested mighty works 
more powerfully than anyone else (Deut. 34:10-12; 
Num. 27: 12-23; cf. 11:25). 

Micah 

In Micah 3:8, concerning his prophetic gift, Micah 
says, "But as for me, I am filled with power, with the 
Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to de
clare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin." 
This filling refers at the least, to his ability to speak 
prophetically. 

John the Baptist 

Luke's usage, if anything, is even clearer. In Luke 
1:15 the promise that John the baptist will be filled 
with the Spirit is followed by a depiction of John as 
going forth in "the spirit and power of Elijah." John 
did no sign, but he was empowered for prophetic ut
terances. 

Elixabetla aad lecllariall 
In Luke 1:41-45 Elizabeth was filled with the Spirit 
and was inspired to identify the babe to be born as 
"the Lord." In Luke 1:67-79 Zechariah is said to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit and to "prophesy." His 
oracle occupies eleven verses of Scripture. 

Jes•s 
Our Lord himself is said to have been full of the 
Holy Spirit (Luke 4: 1). He defeated the temptations 
of Satan. And then he returned "in the power of the 
Spirit into Galilee" (Luke 4:14). Soon he entered the 
synagogue at Nazareth and claimed for himself the 
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Messianic promise of the Spirit (lsa. 61:1-2; Luke 
4:1811 ). He proceeded to identify himself as a 
prophet (Luke 4:24). Such a context leaves little 
room for questions about what "filled with the Holy 
Spirit" means with reference to Christ. It was em
powerment for his prophetic role. 

fte twelve 

In Acts 2:4 the apostles are "filled with the Spirit" 
and begin to speak in the miracle of tongues. This is 
in fulfillment of the promise that they would be 
"clothed with power" (Luke 24:49), and that they 
would "receive power" (Acts 1:8), all of which is co
ordinate with the assurance that they would be bap
tized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1 :4-5), in accordance 
with the promise of Joel (Acts 2:16ff). This is an
other express reference to prophetic empowerment. 

Peter 

In Acts 4:8ff. Peter is freshly infilled. with the Spirit 
and preaches to the Sanhedrin. This message must be 
regarded as prophetic inspiration (Acts 2: 17) - the 
substance of which is worthy to occupy a paragraph 
in Holy Scripture. 

Some find a certain incongruence between the fact 
that the apostles had received and been filled with the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1-4, and yet in 4:8 Peter is again 
said to be filled (see also 4:31; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 13:9). To 
make a difference between "full of and "filled with" 
seems to be too fine a distinction (see Barrett, 1 :226). 
Some conclude that the presence of the Spirit was in
termittent (LC 43 ). But this ignores the significance of 
initial Spirit reception (1:5, 8; 2:4, 16, 33; 2:38; 8:15-
17; 9: 17), which appeared to have implications for 
the ongoing manifestations which follow. Stephen 
was "full of the Holy Spirit" when he addressed the 
Sanhedrin (6:8-10, 15), yet even in the midst of that 
event, he is freshly or additionally filled, enabling a 
vision of heaven (7 :55). 

Perhaps the difficulty in precisely describing the 
phenomenon arises since modern readers do not 
possess extraordinary empowerment from the Spirit. 
It has been said that the Holy Spirit was "quiescent 
between crises" (Bartlet 165). Bengel said, "the 
power which dwelt in him [Peter] manifested itself" 
{p. 771). These seem to be acceptable depictions. 
Since in Acts a person's initial reception of the Spirit 
was an important event, one should reject any view 
which minimizes that aspect of it. 

The apostles pray for the Lord to sustain them in 
their ministry despite opposition (Acts 4:24-31 ). They 

pray for the Lord to grant that they might speak the 
word, and speak it with boldness; and that healings, 
signs, and wonders might be performed. An earth
quake reassures them of the Lord's response. They too 
are fleshly filled with the Spirit and continue exactly 
the ministry requested, a prophetic ministry. 

. The Seven 
In Acts 6 seven men are selected to oversee benevo
lence to the widows. The apostles call for a selection 
of those who are "full of the Spirit" (6:3, 5). In the 
light of events in Acts 1-5, it is reasonable that they 
are referring to men with prophetic gifts. And it is 
specified that Stephen, one of the seven, "did great 
wonders and signs among the people" (Acts 6:8). 
Those who debated him "could not withstand the 
wisdom and Spirit with which he spoke" (Acts 6:10). 
Stephen's sermon, a passage which occupies almost a 
full chapter of Holy Scripture (7: 1-5 3 ), is preceded 
by a kind of transfiguration (6:15), a sign that God 
inspired his message in a special way. Stephen goes 
on to be granted a prophetic vision of the heavenly 
Christ - which occurs at the moment of a fresh 
infilling of the Spirit- (Acts 7:55-56). All this indi
cates that Stephen was filled with the special empow
erment of the Spirit. 
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Pllilip 

Philip, who was also one of the seven, did signs, 
healed the sick, and performed great miracles (Acts 
8:6-7, 13). Philip is directed to the side of the eu
nuch both by an angel and by the Spirit (Acts 8:26, 
29). Later Philip is miraculously translocated (Acts 
8:39). The depiction is again of a man powerfully 
gifted by the Holy Spirit. It is hard to accept that the 
seven are illustrations of men filled with merely ordi
nary gifts of the Spirit. 

Sa•l 
Saul is told he will be filled with the Spirit (Acts 
9:17). It is unnecessary to recount all the powerful 
signs, wonders, and miracles he performed, includ
ing the imparting of a measure of the Spirit to others 
(Acts 19:6). Paul received a fresh infilling of the 
Spirit before he miraculously struck Elymas blind 
(Acts 13:9). Surely Paul was not one only ordinarily 
gifted. 

Bar•abas 

Barnabas was said to be full of the Spirit (Acts 
11:24 ). In Acts 13: 1 he is called a prophet. In Acts 
14:3 he did "signs and wonders." Again in Acts 
15:12 Paul and Barnabas "related what signs and 
wonders God had done through them." Like Paul, 
Barnabas is not a good candidate for one filled with 
merely "ordinary" gifts of the Spirit. 

Disciples of Pisidian Antioch 

Perhaps the best suggestion for being filled with 
the Spirit in a non-empowering sense would be the 
disciples of Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:52). These 
were "filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit." 
Some authorities understand the phraseology to 
mean, "filled with the gift of joy from the Holy 
Spirit" (BAGD). This sounds more like Pauline 
indwelling than empowerment. However, even 
grant ing the translation, one is still left to ask how 
the Spirit filled them with joy. It is reasonable to 
understand the phrase to mean that the recipients 
were joyful, having been filled with empowerments 
of the Holy Spirit. But many translators prefer to 
render the phrase as referring to two gifts, that of 
joy and of the Holy Spirit, thus joy and the empow
erment of the Spirit. See the analogous Acts 9:3 1. At 
the least, empowerment cannot be excluded. One 
should say that the evidence favors interpreting this 
reference in harmony with every other usage in 
Luke-Acts. 
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S.••ary 
In the light of its Old Testament background and its 
consistent usage in Luke-Acts, it seems unfounded to 
postulate an "ordinary" or "non-miraculous" ind
welling in the phrase "filled with the Spirit." There is 
no sure place in Scripture where the expression has 
reference to any ordinary "indwelling" or providen
tial influence of the Spirit~ and virtually all passages 
are certainly extraordinary. The expression is there
fore an alternative way of communicating that some
one has received extraordinary power. 

Filled with/baptized in? Is the phrase "filled with 
the Spirit" identical to the event of the Holy Spirit 
baptism as depicted in Acts? This is certainly not the 
case. People were filled, empowere~ with the Spirit 
long before Pentecost. But prior to Pentecost there 
was no widespread, blanket outpouring which could 
be characterized as a "baptism." Previously only a 
highly select number of people had such empower
ment. The Holy Spirit baptism was a particular his
torical event which began at Pentecost, which con
cluded with the end of the apostolic period, and in 
which the many who were eligible (that is, those who 
had been called by the gospel, who were responding 
to that message), and who had a conferral from an 
apostle, were filled with the Spirit. 
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e Potpourri ••• 

T he aim of Potpourri is to call attention to tid
bits of news that will indicate which way 
the religious and moral wind is blowing. 

Staying up with current trends may help "holy breth
ren" to grip their "heavenly calling" with a higher 
level of determination. Saints are the house of God, 
"'if we hold fast our boldness and the glorying of our 
hope firm unto the end." 

Those who hold to a glorified hope are exhorted 
to "Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in 
_;y one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling 
away &om the living God: but exhort one another 
day by day, so long as it is called Today; lest any one 
of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin ••• for 
we are become partakers of Chris~ if we hold fast 
the beginning of our confidence firm unto the end." 

So, ·our purpose is to encourage one another to 
"'pay much closer attention to what we have heard, 
lest we drift away &om it." The devil is at work and 
you will find him in the details. Satan is as persistent 
as Johnson grass and even harder to get rid of ••• so, 
be alert. The devil walb around like a hungry lion 

salvation 
• What must one do to be savedl 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 
• Faith indudes M1lis of obedience- James 2:14-26 
• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 
•Baptism- Marie 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• .Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resunection-Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Forsalvation-1 Pet 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• .God adds the SCM!d to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
• .ae faithful- Rev 2:10 

• -A saW!d person may sin and be lost- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• .COnfession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

• .our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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seeking whom he may devour, and, if you are not 
alert, it will be you. 

Here we go .... 

Astai• 
• Washington, DC (LifeNews.com) - An over

whelming number of parents want their kids to prac
tice abstinence until marriage and support abstinence 
education programs that drive that point home. 
Though six states have announced their intent to 
refuse federal funding for abstinence-only education, 
a new Zogby poll shows they are out of touch with 
Americans. 

The poll found that 83% of parents want their 
children to save sex until marriage and a majority of 
families believe that programs should reinforce the 
abstinence message when broaching sex-ed in the 
classroom. 

"Despite left-wing pressure to abandon absti
nence-only education, a survey of over 1,000 parents 
found overwhelming support for the program~," 
Family Research Council president Tony Perkins told 
LifeNews.com. 

"When the differences between comprehensive 
and abstinence education were explained, moms and 
dads supported abstinence by a two-to-one margin," 
he added. 

1•......., 
• :rhe first goal of the Jamestown settlers who ar

rived in Virginia in 1607 to create a nation was to 
spread the Gospel, according to a new memorandum 
being given to guides at the historic location where 
settlers beat the Plymouth Pilgrims to the New 
World by 13 years . 

The English strongly believed it was their duty to 
spread the gospel and convert the indigenous people 
they encountered to the Christian faith, specifically 
the Church of England. In addition, King James rec
ognized the importance of establishing English colo
nies, as a counter to the energetic colonizing efforts 
of the Spanish, their long-time rivals. As the Spanish 
established colonies in the Americas, they zealously 
converted the native people of those regions to Ro
man Catholicism. King James, as the head of the 



Church of England, wished to establish a foothold 
for Protestantism in the New World, for both spiri
tual and political reasons," the instructions continue. ...,., 

• Christians in Nigeria, who make up about half 
the population, are expressing fears Islamic law al
ready being enforced in northern states will expand 
nationwide with the inauguration this month of a 
new "devout Muslim" president, according to a re
port from the Voice of the Martyrs. 

Nearly 1,000 homes of Christians and many 
churches have been destroyed in those regions, and 
documentation of Islamic law is everywhere. 

"If you go around villages, you will see people 
missing one hand or one foot," explained Obi ora 
Ike. "Do you think that's the result of an illness? 
That is the result of sharia (Islamic) law." 

More than 10,000 professed Christians have 
been killed in the region since the Islamic law was 
imposed in 1999. -• NEW YORK - By the numbers, divorce just 
isn't what it used to be. 

Despite the common notion that America remains 
plagued by a divorce epidemic, the national per capita 
divorce rate has declined steadily since its peak in 
1981 and is now at its lowest level since 1970. 

Yet Americans aren't necessarily making better 
choices about their long-term relationships. Even 
those who study marriage and work to make it more 
successful can't decide whether the trend is grounds 
for celebration or cynicism. 

Some experts say relationships are as unstable as 
ever - and divorces are down primarily because 
more couples live together without marrying. Other 
researchers have documented what they call "the di
vorce divide," contending that divorce rates are in
deed falling substantively among college-educated 
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couples but not among less-affluent, less-educated 
couples (The Associated Press, May 10, 2007). 

"llan Su, lo Drugs" 
• -A guest speaker at an assembly at Boulder High 

School in Colorado has told students as young as 14 
to go have sex and use drugs, prompting school offi
cials to say they will investigate. "Men with men, 
women and women, whatever combination you 
would like," said the speaker. 

The instructions came from Joel Becker, an asso
ciate clinical professor of psychology at the Univer
sity of California at Los Angeles. 

"I am going to encourage you to have sex and 
encourage you to use drugs appropriately," Becker 
said during his appearance at the school as part of a 
recent panel sponsored by the University of 
Colorado. 

11'018 s....r; .. , Wires 
• -A suit was filed on behalf of a 12-year-old girl 

who claims she suffered psychological distress when 
a teacher showed in class the gay-themed movie 
"Brokeback Mountain." 

The girl, Jessica Turner, and her grandparents 
Kenneth and La Verne Richardson, are seeking more 
than $400,000 in damages under the suit filed Friday 
against the Chicago Board of Education and others. 

According to the suit, a substitute teacher intro
duced herself as Ms. Buford to Jessica's class at 
Ashburn Community Elementary School, 8300 S. St. 
Louis Ave. She then said, "What happens in Ms. 
Buford's class stays in Ms. Buford's class," the suit 
claims. Buford then had a student close the door, and 
started showing the controversial R-rated film, 
which features two men engaged in sex. 

The suit alleges Ashburn's principal, Jewel A. 
Diaz, was aware that the tale of the love between 
two cowboys set in the West of the 1960s was being 
shown to the minors. 

Turner later told her grandfather that she was 
confined to her seat and felt she could not leave the 
room, according to the suit filed in Cook County 
Circuit Court. 

The plaintiffs accuse Diaz, Buford and the Chi
cago Board of Education of negligence, false impris
onment and intentional infliction of emotional dis
tress. 

The suit claims Jessica continues to suffer from 
emotional distress caused by watching the film and is 
currently undergoing psychological treatment and 
counseling (May 13, 2007). 
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.......... , .... 
• J. Gresham Machen commenting on 1 Corin

thians 1:23-25 (~~But we preach Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks fool
ishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God'') said: 

It is a serious step, in these days, even from 
the worldly point of view, to become a Chris
tian. There was a time, not so very long ago, 
when the faithful Christian was supported by 
public opinion or at least by the united opin
ion of the visible church. But that time has 
gone by. The man who today enters upon the 
Christian life is enlisting in warfare against 
the whole current of the age. 

Of course, the conflict can be avoided. It 
can he avoided if the one who professes 
Christianity adapts his message to the desires 
of those who are about him, if he examines 
various types of religious experience - at
tested by the Bible regarded as a religious clas
sic, and attested also by the ~onditions that 
now prevail- if he examines various types of 
religious experience and chooses that one 
which he thinks best adapted to the modem 
world There is certainly no offense in such a 
Christianity as that. It causes no more distur
bance than is caused to a stream by a chip that 
floats downward with the current. But very 
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different is the case if the Christian proclaims 
without fear or favor the gospel that is con
tained in the Word of God. A Christian who 
proclaims such a gospel is hound to face the 
opposition not only of the world but increas
ingly, I fear, of the church. 

I cannot tell you that the sacrifice will he 
light: it is a serious thing to stand against the 
whole current of an age; it is a serious thing to 
be despised and hated by the generality of 
one's fellow men. Yet that is increasingly the 
lot of the true Christian today. He will not, in
deed, be inclined to complain; for he has 
something with which all that he has lost is 
not worthy to be compared; and he knows 
that despite temporary opposition the ulti
mate future belongs to him and to his Lord. 
But for the present he is called upon to endure 
hardness as a good soldier of jesus Christ. It 
can hardly he said that unworthy motives of 
self-interest can lead a man to enter into a 
calling in which he will win nothing but re
proach. .... .., 

• RUSSIAN police detained gay protesters seek
ing the right to hold a Gay Pride parade in central 
Moscow. 

Meanwhile, nationalists shouting "death to ho
mosexuals" punched and kicked the demonstrators. 

Riot police detained the protesters as they tried 
to present a petition asking Moscow Mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov, who has called gay marches satanic acts, to 
lift a ban on the parade. 

Pro-frl•flr lroups •11r Ia lcune 
• Hundreds of thousands of "pro-family" pro

testers have gathered in the Italian capital to protest 
against laws giving more rights to homosexual 
couples. 

The proposed law would allow all unmarried 
couples greater rights in areas such as inheritance, 
but stops short of legalising gay marriage. 

Hundreds of activists attended a counter-demon
stration supporting the law nearby, in Rome's Piazza 
Navona. 

lachl Canon 
• An United States senator's resolution to honor 

the centennial of famed environmentalist and "Silent 
Spring" author Rachel Carson unexpectedly was 
blocked by another U.S. Senator, Tom Coburn, who 
blamed Carson for creating a climate of "hysteria 
and misinformation" that led to the banning of DDT 
and the deaths of millions. 



Carson, widely regarded as the inspiration for 
the modem environmentalist movement, warned in 
her 1962 book the pesticide DDT killed animals and 
threatened human health. She died in 1964, but her 
book led to a U.S. ban on the chemical in 1972 and 
subsequent bans worldwide. 

A spokesman for Coburn said Carson's work 
"both directly and indirectly created a climate of hys
teria and misinformation about the impact of DDT 
on the human populations." 

"The result of that is that millions of people in the 
developing world died because the environmental 
movement, inspired by Rachel Carson, created a cli
mate of fear and hysteria about DDT," Coburn 
spokesman John Hart said (WorldNetDaily, May 25, 
2007). 
reac6ers .,e, 

• 6ome teachers in the Albemarle School District 
in Virginia are rebelling against their managers' or
ders to hand out to students as young as kindergar
ten a promotion for a summer camp that advocates 
for "Atheists, Freethinkers, Humanists, Brights, or 
whatever ... " 

The brochure advertises Camp Quest. 
"Camp Quest is the first residential summer 

camp in the history of the United States for the chil
dren of Atheists, Freethinkers, Humanists, Brights, 
or whatever other terms might be applied to those 
who hold to a naturalistic, not supernatural, 
lifestance. Campers are encouraged to think for 
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themselves and are not required to hold any particu
lar view," the ad says. 

The ruling concluded if one community group is 
allowed to use a distribution program at a school, 
then all groups must be given the same access. The 
district then made a policy adjustment in order to ac
commodate that ruling. 

"In order to allow the YMCA to tell you about 
their soccer league, or the Boy Scouts to tell you 
about their new troop, we have to allow all 
non profits," she said. "That's why we're seeing this" 
(WorldNetDaily, May 25, 2007). 

Veto 
• Sacramento, California - Radical legislation 

mandating that schoolchildren as young as kinder
garten learn about and support transsexuality, bi
sexuality and homosexuality has passed the Califor
nia State Senate. 

SB 777 requires textbooks, instructional materi
als, and school-sponsored activities to positively por
tray cross-dressing, sex-change operations, homo
sexual "marriages," and all aspects of homosexuality 
and bisexuality, including so-called "gay history." Si
lence on these sexual lifestyles will not be allowed. 

Today's vote was on a party line- Democrats 
for, Republicans against. Sadly, no Republican sena
tor rose to speak against SB 777. After this non-de
bate, the school sexual indoctrination bill passed the 
Democrat-controlled Senate by three votes, 23 to 13. 
Republican Tom Harman abstained and Republican 
Jim Battin was absent; Democrat Dean Florez ab
stained, while Democrat Alan Lowenthal was absent. 

"Parents are angry at the Democrats for passing 
this school sexual indoctrination bill and frustrated 
that Republicans did little to fight it," said Randy 
Thomasson, president of Campaign for Children and 
Families (CCF), a leading California-based pro-fam
ily organization. "We call on Arnold Schwarzenegger 
to pledge that he will respect parents, protect chil
dren, and veto this bad bill, just like he did last year." 

•tr6o u 11" ••• I Am? 
• A woman who has served as minister at St. 

John's United Methodist Church in Baltimore for 
five years has been re-appointed to the position - as 
a man, according to church officials. 

The announcement came at the Baltimore-Wash
ington annual conference of the UMC, where the ' 
former Ann Gordon announced the change to Drew 
Phoenix, and talked of a "spiritual transformation" 
since the sex-change procedure. 

June 2007 31 
F11111 Foundation 



The move was not without challenge. Some min
isters asked for a "ruling of law," a move which auto
matically takes the issue to the church organization's 
highest court, the Judicial Council, which will be 
meeting next in October. 

The church denomination "officially" disap
proves of homosexual behavior, but has no explicit 
policy regarding sexual identity changes or sex 
change operations, officials said. Gordon/Phoenix' 
congregation is among those that support what the 
members call the "reconciling" movement within the 
church, and campaigns to reject the church's tradi
tional biblical teachings on marriage and sexual eth
ics (WorldNetDaily, May 26, 2007). 

Wiatl ••• 
• May 26, 2000: Comedienne Rosie O'Donnell 

gave gun-rights advocates ammo with which to criti
cize her staunch opposition to the National Rifle As
sociation when it was revealed her personal body
guard had applied for a concealed gun permit, possi
bly to allow him to carry a weapon when accompa
nying one of her children to public school. 

Excellent study for young people. 

Where Is Your Focus? 
by James W. Farris 

This book is brother Farris' outpouring of cooc:em for 
adherence to the Jove of God and ofbis Word in the Jives of 
Christians. The lessom we«: originally prepared for teen 
classes dealing with attitude and moral issues. Teacher.; wbo are 
loolring for sound material will appreciate his thought
provoking book. 

There are 13 cba~ dealing with the following topics: Who 
or What is Your God; Introduction and Application of Christian 
Ethics; Biblical Principles in Decision Making; Insufficient 
Standards Are Not Sufficient; How You Dress Reflects Who 
You Are! ; Tbe Christian and the Dance; Tbe Sin of Premarital 
Sexual Activity; Pornography vs. God's Plan for You; Do You 
Suffer from Toba<:Goitis?; To Booze or Not to Booze?; 
Abortion: Killing Babies Man's Way; Euthanasia and the Bible; 
Being a Christian AH the Way to the Finish Line. KWFOI 
230 pages • Paperback 

$,.,5 
$3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Finn Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

32 June 2007 
F"um Foundation 

O'Donnell said that because of threats - which 
she attributed ironically to her tough gun-control 
rhetoric - she and her family needed protection. 

Well ... okay ... what about the rest of us? 

Wom.rn OHenlletl 
• A woman's formal complaint - filed with the 

city of Denver- alleges she was hurt and humiliated 
by instructions from an emergency room doctor that 
she should not get drunk and hurt herself. 

The complaint stemmed from an incident that 
developed when a 34-year-old mother of two, Karin 
Howe of Littleton, was riding in a rickshaw in 
Denver's trendy Lower Downtown district, and 
stood up and fell back onto a sidewalk, where she hit 
her head and was knocked out, according to a report 
by CBS Channel 4 television. 

She had been partying with friends, ati"d ap
peared to have been drinking just before the acci
dent. Documents obtained by the television station 
showed her blood alcohol level measured 0.216 per
cent after the accident, and that Howe was uncoop
erative with emergency response personnel and was 
tied down. 

Howe, according to hospital records obtained by 
the station, was "acutely intoxicated," but then also 
suffered from the comments from Dr. Yadavinder 
Sooch, who instructed that she should no longer "get 
drunk and fall, causing harm to your head or body." 

The woman's complaint said such comments 
constituted "substandard treatment," and were "out
rageous discharge instructions," according to the re
port from CBS 4 News investigator Brian Maas. 

She reported that Sooch treated a cut on her head 

cr~. 
~gdom 

Go me 

~ David Pharr 

Are you ready for the facts about premitlenialism, 
rapture, and the thousand-year reign? Is the king
dom coming or is it here already? Will some be left 
behind? Get Yot6 Bible and get the facts as you 
study this timely su~ Thirteen chapters with 
questions. 0929540395, pbadt. 154 pgs. 

$8.95 plus 3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% 

Finn Foundation •1-888-367-6216 



and then prescribed Tylenol, adding these instruc
tions: "Do not abuse alcohoL Do not get drunk and 
fall causing harm to your head or body. Apologize to 
your family, friends and [emergency department] fac
ulty for your extremely inappropriate behavior and 
rudeness while intoxicated. Be a great mother to your 
kids" (WorldNetDaily, May 29, 2007). ..,, .. , ... ,_, 

• A senior Anglican conservative witheringly de
scribed the state of the worldwide Church as "a 
mess" and "awful" yesterday as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury prepared to take a three-month break. 

The criticism will come as a blow to Dr. Rowan 
Wdliams, who last week attempted to placate the 
Church's conservative wing by snubbing the Church's 
first openly gay bishop. 

Dr. Williams announced that Bishop Gene 
Robinson will not be invited to next year's Lambeth 
Conference, the tO-yearly gathering of all the 
Church's 850-plus bishops in Canterbury. 

But conservative leaders remain unimpressed. At 
least a handful of them - who represent a huge 
swathe of the 70-million strong Church- are still 
proposing to boycott the conference. 

The conservative "Glo).,al South" primates, who 
are mostly from Africa and Asia, are furious because 
they believe Dr. Williams has been unduly lenient 
with the liberal leadership of the American branch of 
Anglicanism. 

f•••lerlll ... ,. 
• =rhe House embraced legislation Monday that 

seeks to clarify the rights of Texas public school stu
dents to offer public prayers at football games or 
graduation, hand out religious messages or hold reli
gious meetings during the school day if they want. 
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Supporters said the Schoolchildren's Religious 
Liberties Act, which passed on a 110-33 vote, would 
protect districts from lawsuits by setting guidelines 
for students' religious expression while protecting 
students from being admonished, for example, if 
they talk about Jesus in an assignment about Easter. 

"Freedom of religion should not be taken as free
dom from religion," Gov. Rick Perry said. "This was 
a vote for tolerance of diverse views in our education 
system so that students are not admonished for wish
ing a soldier overseas a 'Merry Christmas' or for any 
other harmless forms qf expression" (May 1, 2007). 

roBe, Or ••• 
• NEW YORK (AP) - A new poll finds Americans 

to be divided on whether doctors should help termi
nally ill patients die. 

The AP-Ipsos poll suggests that more than two
thirds of Americans agree that a patient should be al
lowed to die in certain situations. 

But people don't seem to agree on whether a 
doctor should be allowed to help a terminally ill pa
tient die by prescribing a lethal drug. 

Just under half of the people who were surveyed 
said doctors should be allowed to prescribe such 
drugs, but 44% said it should be illegal. 

The poll also found divisions on the question be
tween men and women. Forty-three percent of men 
said they would consider ending their lives if faced 
with a terminal illness, compared to 28% of women. 

The poll is being released a few days before Doc
tor Jack Kevorkian is expected to be freed from 
prison. He's served more than eight years for sec
ond-degree murder in the poisoning of a man with 
Lou Gehrig's disease. 

Snort, Snort 
• May 29, 2007 -The Long Island mom busted 

for allegedly snorting heroin at Wal-Mart while 
shopping with her 3-year-old son nearly mowed 
down two people recently while driving with the boy 
on her lap, a neighbor charged yesterday. 

"She's not stable. She's not all there. She's just 
bad news," said the Farmingville neighbor, who de
clined to give her name. 

Stacy Roe, 35, was arrested Saturday after alleg
edly admitting to Suffolk County cops that she had 

. sniffed heroin while pushing a shopping cart ·through 
the Wal-Mart in Centereach- as captured on store 
surveillance cameras. 

Free on bail, Roe returned home, where her son 
was already with his dad, her live-in boyfriend. 

~~ Founct!~~~ 3 3 



••ie, &i••ie 
• A Wendy's restaurant manager almost lost his 

life to a disgruntled customer early Tuesday morning. 
The cause? 
Chili sauce. The shooter wanted more. 
According to Miami-Dade police, just after mid-

night, a man going through the Wendy's drive
through at 18181 NW 27th Ave. told the attendant he 
wanted extra chili sauce with his meal. 

When he didn't get his sauce right away, he be
gan arguing with the attendant. 

Then, when he did get his,sauce, he wanted more. 
The attendant told him restaurant policy prohib

its a customer getting more than three packets. 
The customer insisted on 10. 
The female attendant complied, but the customer 

continued arguing. 
The attendant asked the customer to pull up so 

the manager could come out and speak with him. 
"The manager came out to inform him of com

pany policy, and be shot at him several times," said 
Mary Walters, a Miami-Dade police spokeswoman 
(Miami-Herald, May 29, 2007). 
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la•lleff i• C•lifontiaf 
• Judge says online service can't operate in the 

state because it refuses to match children for adoption 
by homosexuals 

As a result of a lawsuit brought by two homo
sexual men, an Arizona-based web site that promotes 
adoption can no longer match up married couples in 
California with birthmothers seeking adoptive fami
lies for their babies. 

Michael and Rich Butler of San Jose, "gay do
mestic partners" since 2000, filed a federal civil 
rights suit against Adoption.com of Arizona in 2004 
after the company told them it posted profiles only 
of married mom-and-dad couples. 

Adoption.com (now known as ParentProfiles) is 
a site that operates like an online dating service for 
birth mothers, publishing pictures and descriptions 
of couples looking fo r adoptable infants. The Inter
net adoption service was accused of violating Cali
fornia anti-discrimination laws by refusing to post 
the homosexual men's pictures and information. 

The site's owners, Nathan and Dale Gwilliam of 
Tempe, Ariz., said that they sell space to help mar
ried couples connect with birthmothers, but did not 
think it right to facilitate the placement of a baby 
with two homosexual males. 

"The managers of the adoption profiles believe 
that it's in the best interests of children to be placed 
with a married mom and dad," explained Glen Lavy, 
a lawyer with the Alliance Defense Fund who repre
sented the Gwilliams. 

The adoption service argued that it was governed 
by Arizona law, which does not prohibit discrimina
tion on the basis of marital status or sexual orienta
tion. The Gwilliams argued that forcing them to pro
mote homosexual adoption would violate their free
dom of speech. 1): 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

lite Floocl 

Question: When God destroyed the earth by 
flood and saved only Noah and his family, were 
all the rest of the people in the world bad? (M.T.) 

Answer: Yes. 
.n.Genesis 6:5-8 says, "The Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his 
heart. So the Lord said, cl will blot out man whom I 
have created &om the face of the land, man and ani
mals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, 
for I am sorry that I have made them.' But Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the Lord." Verses 12 and 
13 add, "And God saw the earth, and behold, it was 
corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the 
earth. And God said to Noah, cl have determined to 
make an end of all flesh, ·for the earth is filled with 
violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them 
with the earth.'" 

These words certainly state that the rest of the 
people of Noah's day were evil and in rebellion 
against their Creator. 

eo. ••••• , •• le 

Question: Where should the communion table be 
placed, in the foyer or in the assembly room? 
(H. H.) 

Answer: The apostl~s first p~~ok of ~h~ bread 
.n. and fruit of the vme symboliztng Chnst s body 
and blood as jesus himself instituted the Lord's sup
per the night on which he was betrayed. On _that oc
casion those partaking of the supper recltned on 
couches around the table Uohn 13:23, 26), not in an 
assembly hall but in a large upper room in the home 
of an acquaintance (Luke 22:8-13). 

We learn &om Acts and 1 Corinthians that local 
churches, following apostolic teaching, partook of 
the Lord's supper in an assembly of the whole 
church on the first day of the week (1 Cor. 11:20; 
16:1-2; Acts 20:7). 

In 1 Corinthians 10, in a warning to Christians not 
to eat meat in an idol's temple so as not to participate 
in worship of the idol, Paul mentions a "table." 

"You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord's 
table and of the table of demons" (1 Cor. 10:21) . 

To get a little technical here, in this passage both 
"cup" and "table" are used in a very common figure 
of speech called "metonymy." 

News reporters often cite what "the White 
House says." The White House, of course, does not 
talk. What the reporter means, and what we readily 
understand, is that she is quoting what the President, 
or other administrators associated with the Presi
dent, say. "White House" stands for the people in the 
White House. That is metonymy. 

No one literally drinks a cup. "Cup" here stands 
for the liquid in the cup. No one literally partakes of 
a table. The food on the table is obviously meant. 

Therefore, a table matching other pulpit furni
ture, with "Do this in remembrance of Me" carved on 
it which holds the bread and fruit of the vine, like the , . . 
starched white cloth that used to be used to cover tt, ts 
not an essential element in the communion service. 

So, since the table itself is not a biblical require
ment, there is no particular spot where biblically it 
"should be placed." 

That does not mean, however, that it is not a pre
cious part of a cherished tradition for many good 
people. Let us be sensitive to their concerns. 
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[John Gresham Machen, a Presbyterian theologian and Bible Professor of uncommon ability, wrote an im
pressive document stressing the importance of doctrine. Inasmuch as an increasing number of aspiring world
scholars have subscribed to the view that doctrine is unnecessary and perhaps even destructive, Machen's 
thoughtful essay deserves another look. In last month's Firm Foundation we presented the first part of the 
Machen piece, and in this issue we print the dosing part of his article on "Doctrine." Machen was an avowed 
Calvinist, and, of course, we reserve the right to make a legal objection to his dedication to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith, but that does not mean that we cannot appreciate his strong stand for some true Bible prin
ciples that continue to be under attack by religious liberals. We do not endorse all that Machen taught, but that 
does not mean we cannot learn from him when he is right.] 

Doctrine - Part Two 
By J. Gresham Machen (dec~ased) 

But may not that theology1 still be removed? 
May we not get rid of the bizarre, theological 
element that has intruded itself even into the 

Sermon on the Mount, and content ourselves merely 
with the ethical portion of the discourse? The ques
tion, from the point of view of modern liberalism, is 
natural. But it must be answered with an emphatic 
negative. For the fact is that the ethic of the dis
course [sermon on the mount], taken by itself, will 
not work at all. The Golden Rule furnishes an ex
ample. "Do unto others as you would have others do 
unto you" - is that rule a rule of universal applica
tion, will it really solve all the problems of society? A 
little experience shows that such is not the case. 
Help a drunkard to get rid of his evil habit, and you 
will soon come to distrust the modern interpretation 
of the Golden Rule. The trouble is that the 
drunkard's companions apply the rule only too well; 

they do unto him exactly what they would have him 
do unto them - by buying him a drink. The Golden 
Rule becomes a powerful obstacle in the way of 
moral advance. But the trouble does not lie in the 
rule itself; it lies in the modem interpretation of the 
rule. The error consists in supposing that the Golden 
Rule, with the rest of the Sermon on the Mount, is 
addressed to the whole world. As a matter of fact the 
whole discourse is expressly addressed to Jesus' dis
ciples; and from them the great world outside is dis
tinguished in the plainest possible way. The persons 
to whom the Golden Rule is addressed are persons in 
whom a great change has been wrought - a change 
which fits them for entrance into the Kingdom of 
God. Such persons will have pure desires; they, and 
they only, can safely do unto others as they would 
have others do unto them, for the things that they 
would have others do unto them are high and pure. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Who Is on the Lord's Side? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

W en the emancipated Israelites at the base of Mount 
Sinai became resdess and depressed they demanded 
that the weak-willed brother of Moses make for them 

a god (Exod. 32:1-6). 
Any god a man can make is no god at all, yet men often wor-

ship a figment of their own making. 
Aaron collected the gold earrings from the wives, daughters, 

and sons of the men of Israel. He fashioned with a graving tool a 
small image of a calf. To the people Aaron said, "These are thy 
gods, 0 Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." 

It is astonishing to learn that they believed him. How quickly 
they forsook Jehovah and accepted the graven image of a calf as 
their "gods." 

The next day a public feast degenerated into an orgy, which is 
what the people really desired. . 

It was a wild, debauched party of unbridled passions. Aaron 
called the people at the party "evil." It seems to have quickly got
ten out of his control. It is not an easy thing to restrict robust pas
sion 

Moses saw the decadence and realized the people were "bro
ken loose"(Exod. 32:25). · 

It was only about six weeks prior to this that Jehovah pro
nounced the Ten Commandments to the congregation of Israel. 
"And all the people perceived the thunderings, and the lightnings, 
and the voice of the trumpet, and the· mountain smoking: and 
when the people saw it, they trembled, and stood afar off"(Exod. 
20: 18). "And Moses came and told the people all the words of Je
hovah, and ~1 the ordinances: and all the people answered with 
one voice, and said, All the words which Jehovah hath spoken will 
we do" (Exod. 24:3). · 

Moses sealed the law of Jehovah with blood - sprinkling 
blood upon the people (imagine the shock. that must have been). 
"And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and 
said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which Jehovah hath made 
with you concerning all these words" (Exod. 24:8). 

"And the appearance of the glory of Jehovah was like devour
ing fire on the top of tl}e mount in the eyes of the children of Is
rael" (Exod. 24:17). 

The people again made a solemn commitment to keep the law 
... to obey the ordinances of Jehovah as given to them through 
Moses. 



About six weeks later, the people were "'broken loose." Moses 
came down from Horeb, a mountain of Sinai, and saw the people 
were dancing naked in a drunken carousal of unrestrained sensual 
excitement. 

It was a carnival of vice. 
They worked themselves into a lascivious frenzy. 
Heavy emotion usually produces harm (1 Cor. 14:23-24, 40). 

Sensuous religion is sure to corrupt. The "touchy-feely" type reli
gion may give way to promiscuity. 

An angry Moses shattered the two tables of stone, written by 
the finger of God. A magnificent memorial was lost. 

The breaking of the tablets on which Jehovah engraved the 
law demonstrated the enormous wickedness of the people who 
had broken the law and their word. They were committed to 
honor and obey the ordinances of God, but were dancing nude be
fore an animal-image made of gold. 

They were "broken loose" from the law and, in consequence, 
from Jehovah. "Their god was their belly and their glory was their 
shame." 

It is a serious thing for people to dishonor the word of God. 
The winds and waves obey his will, but a man, with the bit in his 
teeth and inflamed by passion, will drive himself over the cliff to 
destruction. 

It has been said "men will jump over the fence right at the 'no 
trespassing sign.'" Men will put their hands through the fires of 
hell to grasp a craved trinket. 

It is heart breaking to see creatures made in the image of God 
turn from solemn eternal verities to pursue a phantom. 

It is also true that there are many in the frenzied mob, and few 
that are "faithful unto death." 

It was in this context that Moses cried out, ~who is on the 
Lord,s side?,, He called for those who had their passions in tow 
and their sensibilities in control to rally to the banner of the Lord. 

The men of his tribe were the only responders. The mob was 
still mad with lust and wildly giving full vent to burning covetous
ness. 

The rebellion had to end. Jehovah gave the order for the men 
of Levi to unsheathe their swords and beard the traitors. Three 
thousand men died that day1• It took much blood to stop the mad
ness of the passion-fired mob. 

The shock of seeing corpses piled high brought the people to 
their senses and they halted the debauchery. 

Who is on the Lord's side? 
The glory of God and the sanctity of his law make it a terrible 

crime to break loose from his holy word. 

t Exodus 32:27-28 - "'Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Put ye every man his sword 
upon his thigh, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every 
man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbor. And the sons 
of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about 
three thousand men." 
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A man that hath set at nought Moses' law 
dieth without compassion on the word of 
two or three witnesses: of how much sorer 
punishment, think ye, shall he be judged 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of 
the covenant wherewith he was sanctified 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace? For we know him 
that said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense. And again, The Lord shall 
judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God (Heb. 
10:28-31). 

Religious liberals - people who have broken 
loose from the Law of Christ - are inexcusable. 
"Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools." 

On June 9, 1929, John Gresham Machen deliv
ered a stirring address to the graduating class of 
Hampden-Sydney College. Among many other 
things, he said: 

4 

I cannot tell you that the sacrifice will be 
light: it is a serious thing to stand against 
the whole current of an age; it is a serious 
thing to be despised and hated by the gener
ality of one's fellow men. Yet that is increas
ingly the lot of the true Christian today. He 
will not, indeed, be inclined to complain; 
for he has something with which all that he 
has lost is not worthy to be compared; and 
he knows that despite temporary opposi
tion the ultimate future belongs to him and 
to his Lord. But for the present he is called 
upon to endure hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ. It can hardly be said that 
unworthy motives of self-interest can lead a 
man to enter into a calling in which he will 
win nothing hut reproach. 

What then can lead us to take such a step 
as that? 

Why do we insist on being so peculiar, 
why do we in such perverse fashion resist 
the current of the age, why are we so recal
citrant to the pronouncements of the "mo
dem mind"? 

Perhaps, in the first place, it is because we 
do not think so highly as some people do of 
the modem mind - of the modem mind 
and of the modern world which that mo
dem mind has produced. 
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Machen was endowed with a keen intellect and 
an intense craving for knowledge. He took his un
dergraduate degree, at an early age, from John 
Hopkins University, and earned advanced degrees 
from Princeton University. 

He went to Europe and studied at the finest 
seminaries for -two years (1905-1906). His stay in 
Germany and England put him in touch with the rip
est Bible scholars of the day. 

Machen says he had the greatest respect for these 
men whom he honored and hoped to emulate. He 
thought of himself as a religious liberal during this 
period in his life. 

Soon, however, the barrenness of religious liber
alism drove him to re-consider. He returned to 
America and continued his studies. He was a talented 
and prolific writer. 

Machen made a special study of the virgin birth 
of Jesus and concluded it was true. 

This opened the door for him to reason on the 
supernatural aspect of the life of Jesus. He decided 
that all of the miracles recorded in the Bible are true 
- correct accounts of what actually transpired. 

A favorite stomping ground of religious liberals 
was the origin of the religion of the aposde Paul. 
Most of the renowned liberals of Machen's day 
thought Paul had made up his theology out of whole 
cloth. Machen took issue with this, and wrote exten
sively on the religion of Paul. 

Machen's investigation into every aspect of reli
gion and the Bible caused him to become unalterably 
convinced of the truth of the Sacred Scriptures. 

He fought hard to salvage Princeton University, 
but lost the batde. 

He and several other brilliant scholars of the day 
founded Westminster Theological Seminary, which 
stands today as a monument to this stalwart and self
sacrificing disciple of Jesus. 

John Gresham Machen knew that to "gain his 
life was to lose it, and to lose his life was to preserve 
it." His faith caused him to turn his bade on popular
ity, take up his cross and follow Jesus .... shades of 
Paul. 

Would God the world had more men and women 
who think more highly of carrying a cross than of 
carnal acclaim. 

Not many in today's commercial world would 
strike that bargain. 

We see within the modem brotherhood of Jesus 
an alarming number of people who have "broken 
loose." 



In deceitful and carefully chosen words men who 
sit in high place send out the signal to the initiated 
that they have cast down and broken the Law of the 
Lord. 

They became the brothers of Jesus by doing "the 
will of God" (Mark 3 :35). Now, in an unjustified 
feeling of superiority, they cast God and his word be
hind their backs2• 

These high-flying brothers are not guilty of gross 
immorality, as were the Israelites at Sinai, but there is 
a disposition to set aside revealed wisdom in favor of 
freedom from the Law of the Lord- and that enor
mous blunder, if not recanted, will result in eternal 
loss. 

We call on the distinguished members of modern 
academia who recognize the unexcelled excellence of 
Mary's son to count the entire world as loss and 
"take up their crosses and follow Jesus." 

Who in the academic world today- especially 
those associated with schools that profess to be Chris
tian- will clearly and unashamedly affirm the virgin 
birth of Jesus? Who among such illustrious teachers of 
highest academic rank will candidly affirm the 
miracles of the Son of God, who called himself the son 
of man? Who will affirm every miracle recorded in 
sacred history from creation to the ascension of Jesus? 
Who will acknowledge that the message of Jesus and 
his apostles is undeniably true because God bore "wit
ness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by 
manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, ac
cording to his own will." 

2 To see this played out in religious history see Neb 9:26, 1 Kings 14:9, 
Ezek23:3S. 
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He that hath an ear let him hear what Jesus said: 
I can of myself do nothing: as I hear, I 
judge: and my judgment is righteous; be
cause I seek not mine own will, but the will 
of him that sent me. If I bear witness of my
self, my witness is not true. It is another that 
beareth witness of me; and I know that the 
witness which he witnesseth of me is true. 
Ye have sent unto John, and he hath borne 
witness unto the truth. But the witness 
which I receive is not from man: howbeit I 
say these things, that ye may be saved. He 
was the lamp that burneth and shineth; and· 
ye were willing to rejoice for a season in his 
light. But the witness which I have is greater 
than that of John; for the works which the 
Father hath given me to accomplish, the 
very works that I do, bear witness of me, 
that the Father hath sent me. And the Fa
ther that sent me, he hath borne witness of 
me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any 
time, nor seen his form. And ye have not his 
word abiding in you: for whom he sent, 
him ye believe not. Ye search the scriptures, 
because ye think that in them ye have eter
nal life; and these are they which bear wit
ness of me; and ye will not come to me, that 
ye may have life Qohn 5 :30-40). 

Who will follow Jesus, Standing for the right, 
Holding up his banner In the thickest fight? 
Listening for His orders, Ready to obey, 
Who will follow Jesus, Serving Him today? 
Who will follow Jesus? Who will make reply, 
"I am on the Lord's side; Master, here am I"? 
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Doctrine- Part Two 
(continued from page 1) 

So it is with the whole of the discourse. The new 
law of the Sermon on the Mount, in itself, can only 
produce despair. Strange indeed is the complacency 
with which modern men can say that the Golden 
Rule and the high ethical principles of Jesus are all 
that they need. In reality, if the requirements for en
trance into the Kingdom of God are what Jesus de
clares them to be, we are all undone; we have not 
even attained to the external righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, and how shall we attain to that 
righteousness of the heart which Jesus demands? The 
Sermon on the Mount, righdy interpreted, then, 
makes man a seeker after some divine means of sal
vation by which entrance into the Kingdom can be 
obtained. Even Moses was too high for us; but be
fore this higher law of Jesus who shall stand without 
being condemned? The Sermon on the Mount, like 
all the rest of the New Testament, really leads a man 
straight to the foot of the Cross. 

Even the disciples, to whom the teaching of Jesus 
was first addressed, knew well that they needed more 
than guidance in the way that they should go. It is only 
a superficial reading of the Gospels that can find in the 
relation which the disciples sustained to Jesus a mere 
relation of pupil to Master. When Jesus said, "Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest," he .was speaking not as a philoso
pher calling pupils to his school; but as One who was 
in possession of rich stores of divine grace. And this 
much at least the disciples knew. They knew well in 
their heart of hearts that they had no right to stand in 
the Kingdom; they knew that only Jesus could win 
them entrance there. They did not yet know fully how 
Jesus could make them children of God; but they did 
know that He could do it and· He alone. And in that 
trust all the theology of the great Christian creeds was 
in expectation contained. 

At this point, an objection may arise. May we not 
the modern liberal will say - may we not now re
turn to that simple trust of the disciples? May we not 
cease to ask how Jesus saves; may we not simply 
leave the way to Him? What need is there, then, of 
defining "effectual calling," what need of enumerat
ing "justification, adoption and sanctification and 
the several benefits which in this life do either ac-
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company or flow from them"? What need even of 
rehearsing the steps in the saving work of Christ as 
they were rehearsed by the Jerusalem Church; what 
need of saying that "Christ died for our sins accord
ing to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he has 
been raised on the third day according to the Scrip
tures"? Should not our trust be in a Person rather 
than in a message; in Jesus, rather than in what Jesus 
did; in Jesus' character rather than in Jesus' death? 

Plausible words these are- plausible, and piti
fully vain. Can we really return to Galilee; are we re
ally in the same situation as those who came to Jesus 
when He was on earth? Can we hear Him say to us, 
"Thy sins are forgiven thee"? These are serious ques
tions, and they cannot possibly be ignored. The plain 
fact is that jesus of Nazareth died these nineteen 
hundred years ago. It was possible for the men of 
Galilee in the first century to trust Him: for to them 
He extended His aid. For them, life's problem was 
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easy. They needed only to push in through the crowd 
or be lowered through some Capernaum roof and 
the long search was over. But we are separated by 
nineteen centuries from the One who alone could 
give us aid. How can we bridge the gulf of time that 
separates us from Jesus? 

Some persons would bridge the gulf by the mere 
use of the historical imagination. "Jesus is not dead," 
we are told, "but lives on through His recorded 
words and deeds; we do not need even to believe it 
all; even a part is sufficient; the wonderful personal
ity of Jesus shines out clear from the Gospel story. 
Jesus, in other words, may still be known; let us sim
ply - without theology, without controversy, with
out inquiry about miracles - abandon ourselves to 
His spell, and He will heal us." 

There is a certain plausibility about that. It may 
readily be admitted that Jesus lives on in the Gospel 
record. In that narrative we see not merely a lifeless 
picture, but receive the impression of a living Person. 
We can still, as we read, share the astonishment of 
those who listened to the new teaching in the syna
gogue at Capernaum. We can sympathize with the 
faith and devotion of the little band of• disciples who 
would not leave Him when others were offended at 
the hard saying. We feel a sympathetic thrill of joy at 
the blessed relief which was given to those who were 
ill in body and in mind. We can appreciate the won
derful love and compassion of Him who was sent to 
seek and to save that which was lost. A wonderful 
story it is indeed- not dead, but pulsating with life 
at every turn. 

Certainly, the Jesus of the Gospels is a real, a liv
ing Person. That is not the only question. We are go
ing forward far too fast. Jesus lives in the Gospels
so much may freely be admitted - but we of the 
twentieth century, how may we come into vital rela
tion to Him? He died nineteen hundred years ago. 
The life which He now lives in the Gospels is simply 
the old life lived over and over again. Moreover, in 
that life, we have no place; in that life, we are specta
tors, not actors. The life, which Jesus lives in the 
Gospels, is after all for us but the spurious life of the 
stage. We sit silent in the playhouse and watch the 
absorbing Gospel drama of forgiveness and healing 
and love and courage and high endeavor; in rapt at
tention we follow the fortunes of those who came to 
Jesus laboring and heavy laden and found rest. For a 
time our own troubles are forgotten. However, sud
denly the curtain falls, with the closing of the book, 
and out we go again into the cold humdrum of our 

own lives. Gone are the warmth and gladness of an 
ideal world, and "in their stead a sense of real things 
comes doubly strong." We are no longer living over 
again the lives of Peter and James and John. Alas, we 
are living our own lives once more, with our own 
problems, our own misery, and our own sin. Still we 
are seeking our own Savior. 

Let us not deceive ourselves. A Jewish teacher of 
the first century can never satisfy the longing of our 
souls. Clothe Him with all the art of modern re
search, throw upon Him the warm, deceptive cal
cium light of modern sentimentality; and despite it 
all common sense will come to its rights again, and 
for our brief hour of self-deception - as though we 
had been with Jesus - will wreak upon us the re
venge of hopeless disillusionment. 

But, says the modern preacher, are we not, in be
ing satisfied with the "historical" Jesus, the great 
teacher who proclaimed the Kingdom of God, 
merely restoring the simplicity of the primitive gos
pel? No, we answer, you are not, but temporally at 
least, you are not so very far wrong. You are really 
returning to a very primitive stage in the life of the 
Church. Only, that stage is not the Galilean spring-
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time. For in Galilee men had a living Savior. There 
was one time and one time only when the disciples 
lived, like you, merely on the memory of Jesus. 
When was it? It was a gloomy, desperate time. It was 
the sad days after the crucifixion. Then and then 
only did Jesus' disciples regard Him merely as a 
blessed memory. "We trusted," they said, "that it had 
been he which should have redeemed Israel." "We 
trusted" - but now our trust is gone. Shall we re
main, with modern liberalism, forever in the gloom 
of those sad days? Or shall we pass out from it to the 
warmth and joy of Pentecost? 

Certainly, we shall remain forever in the gloom if 
we attend merely to the character of Jesus and ne
glect the thing that He has done, if we try to attend 
to the Person and neglect the message. We may have 
joy for sadness and power for weakness; but not by 
easy· half-way measures, not by avoidance of contro
versy, not by trying to hold on to Jesus and yet reject 
the gospel. What was it that within a few days trans
formed a band of mourners into the spiritual con
querors of the world? It was not the memory of 
Jesus' life; it was not the inspiration that came from 
past contact with Him. But it was the message, "He 
is risen." That message alone gave to the disciples a 
living Savior; and it alone can give to us a living Sav
ior today. We shall never have vital contact with 
Jesus if we attend to His person and neglect the mes- · 
sage; ''for it is the message that makes Him ours. 

But the Christian message contains more than 
the fact of the resurrection. It is not enough to know 
that Jesus is alive; it is not enough to know that a 
wonderful Person lived in the first century of the 
Christian era and that that Person still lives, some
where and somehow, today. Jesus lives, and that is 
well; but what good is it to us? We are like the inhab
itants of far-off Syria or Phoenicia in the days of His 
flesh. There is a wonderful Person who can heal ev
ery ill of body and mind. But, alas, we are not with 
Him, and the way is far. How shall we come into His 
presence? How shall contact be established between 
Him and us? For the people of ancient Galilee con
tact was established by a touch of Jesus' hand or a 
word from His lips. But for us the problem is not so 
easy. We cannot find Him by the lake shore or in 
crowded houses; we cannot be lowered into any 
room where He sits amid scribes and Pharisees. If we 
employ only our own methods of search, we shall 
find ourselves on a fruitless pilgrimage. Surely we 
need guidance, if we are to find our Savior. 

8 
And in the New Testament we find guidance full 
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and free - guidance so complete as to remove all 
doubt, yet so simple that a child can understand. 
Contact with Jesus according to the New Testament 
is established by what Jesus does, not for others, but 
for us. The account of what Jesus did for others is in
deed necessary. By reading how He went about do
ing good, how He healed the sick and raised the 
dead and forgave sins, we learn that He is a Person 
who is worthy of trust. However, such knowledge is 
to the Christian man not an end in itself, but a means 
to an end. It is not enough to know that Jesus is a 
Person worthy of trust; it is also necessary to know 
that He is willing to have us trust Him. It is not 
enough that He saved others; we need to know also 
that He has saved us. 

That knowledge is given in the story of the 
Cross. For us Jesus does not merely place His fingers 
in the ears and say, "Be opened"; for us He does not 
merely say "Arise and walk." For us He has done a 
greater thing - for us He died. Our dreadful guilt, 
the condemnation of God's law - it was wiped out 
by an act of grace. That is the message that brings 
Jesus near to us, and makes Him not merely the Sav
ior of the men of Galilee long ago, but the Savior of 
you and me. 
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It is vain, then, to speak of reposing trust in the 
Person without believing the message. For trust in
volves a personal relation between the one who 
trusts and him in whom the trust is reposed. In this 
case the personal relation is set up by the blessed the
ology of the Cross. Without the eighth chapter of 
Romans, the mere story of the earthly life of Jesus 
would be remote and dead; for it is thro ugh the 
eighth chapter of Romans, or the message that chap
ter contains, that Jesus becomes our Savior today. 

The truth is that when men speak of trust in 
Jesus' Person, as being possible without acceptance 
of the message of His death and resurrection, they 
do not really mean trust at all. What they designate 
as trust is really admiration or reverence. They rever
ence Jesus as the supreme Person of all history and 
the supreme revealer of God. But trust can come 
only when the supreme Person ex tends His saving 
power to us. "He went about doing good," "He 
spake words such as never man spake," "He is the 
express image of God" - that is reverence; "He 
loved me and gave Himself for me" - that is faith. 

But the words "He loved me and gave Himself 
for me" are in historical form; they constitute an ac
count of something that happened. And they add to 
the fact the meaning of the fact; they contain in es
sence the whole profound theology of redemption 
through the blood of Christ. Christian doctrine lies 
at the very roots of faith. 

It must be admitted, then, that if we are to 
have a non-doctrinal religion, or a doctrinal religion 
founded merely on general truth, we must give up not 
only Paul, not only the primitive Jerusalem Church, 
but also Jesus Himself. Nevertheless, what is meant by 
doctrine? It has been interpreted here as meaning any 
presentation of the facts that lie at the basis of the 
Christian religion with the true meaning of the facts. 
But is that the only sense of the word? May the word 
not also be taken in a narrower sense? May it not also 
mean a systematic and minute and one-sidedly scien
tific presentation of the facts? In addition, if the word 
is taken in this narrower sense, may not the modern 
objection to doctrine involve merely an objection to 
the excessive subtlety of controversial theology, and 
not at all an objection to the glowing words of the 
New Testament, an objection to the sixteenth and sev
enteenth centuries and not at all to the first century? 
Undoubtedly, the word is so taken by many occupants 
of the pews when they listen to the modern exal tation 
of "life" at the expense of "doctrine." The pious 
hearer labors under the impression that he is merely 

being asked to return to the simplicity of the New 
Testament, instead of attending to the subtleties of the 
theologians. Since it has never occurred to him to at
tend to the subtleties of the theologians, he has that 
comfortable feeling which always comes to the 
churchgoer when some one else's sins are being at
tacked. It is no wonder that the modern invectives 
against doctrine constitute a popular type of preach
ing. [I]n point of fact, however, the attack upon doc
trine is not nearly so innocent a matter as our simple 
churchgoer supposes; for the things objected to in the 
theology of the Church are also at the very heart of the 
New Testament. Ultimately, the attack is not against 
the seventeenth century, bur against the Bible and 
against Jesus Himself. 

Even if it were an attack not upon the Bible but 
only upon the great historic presentations of Biblical 
teaching, it would still be unfortunate. If the Church 
were led to wipe out of existence all products of the 
thinking of nineteen Christian centuries and start 
fresh, the loss, even if the Bible were retained, would 
be immense. When it is once admitted that a body of 
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facts lies at the basis of the Ch~istian religion, the ef
forts, which past generations have made toward the 
classification of the facts, will have to be treated with 
respect. In no branch of science, would there be any 
real advance if every generation started fresh with no 
dependence upon what past generations have 
achieved. Yet in theology, vituperation of the past 
seems to be thought essential to progress. In addi
tion, upon what base slanders the vituperation is 
based! 

In fact, however, in the modern vituperation of 
"doctrine," it is not merely the great theologians or 
the great creeds that are being attacked, but the New 
Testament and our Lord Himself. In rejecting doc
trine, the liberal preacher is rejecting the simple 
words of Paul, "Who loved me and gave Himself for 
me," just as much as the homoousion of the Nicene 
Creed. For the word "doctrine" is really used not in 
its narrowest, but in its broadest sense. The liberal 
preacher is really rejecting the whole basis of Chris
tianity, which is a religion founded not on aspira
tions, but on facts. Here is found the most funda
mental difference between liberalism and Christian
ity - liberalism is altogether in the imperative 
mood, while Christianity begins with a triumphant 
indicative; liberalism appeals to man's will, while 
Christianity announces, first, a gracious act of God. 

In maintaining the doctrinal basis of Christianity, 
we are particularly anxious not to be misunderstood. 
There are certain things that we do not mean. 

In the first place, we do not mean that if doctrine 
is sound it makes no difference about life. On the 
contrary, it makes all the difference in the world. 
From the beginning, Christianity was certainly a way 
of life; the salvation that it offered was a salvation 
from sin, and salvation from sin appeared not merely 
in a blessed hope but also in an immediate moral 
change. The early Christians, to the astonishment of 
their neighbors, lived a strange new kind of life - a 
life of honesty, of purity and of unselfishness. And 
from the Christian community all other types of life 
were excluded in the strictest way. From the begin
ning Christianity was certainly a life. 

But how was the life produced? It might conceiv
ably have been produced by exhortation . That 
method had often been tried in the ancient world; in 
the H ellenistic age, there were many wandering 
preachers who told men how they ought to live. But 
such exhortation proved to be powerless. Although 
the ideals of the Cynic and Stoic preachers were 
high, these preachers never succeeded it transform-
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ing society. The strange thing about Christianity was 
that it adopted an entirely different method. It trans
formed the lives of men not by appealing to the hu
man will, but by telling a story; not by exhortation, 
but by the narration of an event. It is no wonder that 
such a method seemed strange. Could anything be 
more impractical than the attempt to influence con
duct by rehearsing events concerning the death of a 
religious teacher? That is what Paul called "the fool
ishness of the message." It seemed foolish to the an
cient world, and it seems foolish to liberal preachers 
today. But the strange thing is that it works. The ef
fects of it appear even in this world. Where the most 
eloquent exhortation fails, the simple story of an 
event succeeds; the lives of men are transformed by a 
piece of news. 

It is especially by such transformation of life, to
day as always, that the Christian message is com
mended to the attention of men. Certainly, then, it 
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does make an enormous difference whether our lives 
be right. If our doctrine be true, and our lives be 
wrong, how terrible is our sin! For then we have 
brought despite upon the truth itself. On the other 
hand, however, it is also very sad when men use the 
social graces that God has given them, and the moral 
momentum of a godly ancestry, to commend a mes
sage that is false. Nothing in the world can take the 
place of truth. 

In the second place, we do not mean, in insisting 
upon the doctrinal basis of Christianity, that all 
points of doctrine are equally important. It is per
fectly possible for Christian fellowship to be main
tained despite differences of opinion. 

One such difference of opinion, which has been 
attaining increasing prominence in recent years, con
cerns the order of events in connection with the 
Lord's return. A large number of Christian people 
believe that when evil has reached its climax in the 
world, the Lord jesus will return to this earth in bodily 
presence to bring about a reign of righteousness which 
will last a thousand years, and that only aher that pe
riod the end of the world will come. That belie~ in the 
opinion of the present writer, is an error, arrived at by 
a false interpretation of the Word of God; we do not 
think that the prophecies of the Bible permit so defi
nite a mapping-out of future events. The Lord will 
come again, and it will be no mere "spiritual" coming 
in the modern sense- so much is clear- but that so 
little will be accomplished by the present dispensation 
of the Holy Spirit and so much will be left to be ac
complished by the Lord in bodily presence - such a 
view we cannot find to be justified by the words of 
Scripture. What is our attitude, then, with regard to 
this debate? Certainly it cannot be an attitude of indif
ference. The recrudescence of "Chiliasm" or 
"premillennialism" in the modern Church causes us 
serious concern; it is coupled, we think, with a false 
method of interpreting Scripture, which in the end 
will be productive of harm. Yet how great, is our 
agreement with those who hold the premillennial 
view! They share to the full our reverence for the au
. thority of the Bible, and differ from us only in the in
terpretation of the Bible; they share our ascription of 
deity to the Lord Jesus, and our super-naturalistic 
conception both of the entrance of Jesus into the 
world and of the consummation when He shall come 
again. Certainly, then, from our point of view, their 
error, serious though it may be, is not deadly error; 
and Christian fellowship, with loyalty not only to the 
Bible but to the great creeds of the Church, can still 

unite us with them. It is therefore highly misl~ading 
when modern liberals represent the present issue in 
the Church, both in the mission field and at home, as 
being an issue between premillennialism and the op
posite view. It is really an issue between Christianity, 
whether premillennial or not, on the one side, and a 
naturalistic negation of all Christianity on the other. 

Another difference of opinion, which can subsist 
in the midst of Christian fellowship, is the difference 
of opinion about the mode of efficacy of the sacra
ments. That difference is indeed serious, and to deny 
its seriousness is a far greater error than to take the 
wrong side in the controversy itself. It is often said 
that the divided condition of Christendom is an evil, 
and so it is. But the evil consists in the existence of the 
errors which cause the divisions and not at all in the 
recognition of those errors when once they exist. It 
was a great calamity when at the "Marburg Confer
ence" between Luther and the representatives of the 
Swiss Reformation, Luther wrote on the table with 
regard to the Lord's Supper, "This is my body," and 
said to Zwingli and Oecolampadius, "You have an
other spirit." That difference of opinion led to the 
breach between the Lutheran and the Reformed 
branches of the Church, and caused Protestantism to 
lose much of the ground that might otherwise have 
been gained. It was a great calamity indeed. But the 
calamity was due to the fact that Luther (as we believe) 
was wrong about the Lord's Supper; and it would 
have been a far greater calamity if being wrong about 
the Supper he had represented the whole question as 
a trifling affair. Luther was wrong about the Supper, 
but not nearly so wrong as he would have been i~ 
being wrong, he had said to his opponents: "Brethren, 
this matter is a trifle; and it makes really very little 
difference what a man thinks about the table of the 
Lord." Such indifferentism would have been far more 
deadly than all the divisions between the branches of 
the Church. A Luther who would have compromised 
with regard to the Lord's Supper never would have 
said at the Diet of Worms, "Here I stand, I cannot do 
otherwise, God help me, Amen." Indifferentism about 
doctrine makes no heroes of the faith . 

Still another difference of opinion concerns the 
nature and prerogatives of the Christian ministry. Ac
cording to Anglican doctrine, the bishops are in pos
session of an authority that has been handed down to 
them, by successive ordination, from the apostles of 
the Lord, and without such ordination, there is no 
valid priesthood. Other churches deny this doctrine 
of "apostolic succession," and hold a different view 
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of the ministry. Here again, the difference is no trifle, 
and we have little sympathy with those who in the 
mere interests of Church efficiency try to induce us 
to let down the barrier which our principles have led 
us to erect. But despite the importance of this differ
ence, it does not descend to the very roots. 

Another difference of opinion is that between 
the Calvinistic or Reformed theology and the 
Arminianism which appears in the Methodist 
Church. It is difficult to see how anyone who has re
ally studied the question can regard that difference 
as an unimportant matter. On the contrary, it 
touches very closely some of the profoundest things 
of the Christian faith. A Calvinist is constrained to 
regard the Arminian theology as a serious impover
ishment of the Scripture doctrine of divine grace; 
and equally serious is the view which the Arminian 
must hold as to the doctrine of the Reformed 
Churches. 

Far more serious still is the division between the 
Church of Rome and evangelical Protestantism in all 
its forms. Yet how great is the common heritage 
which unites the Roman Catholic Church, with its 
maintenance of the authority of Holy Scripture and 
with its acceptance of the great early creeds, to de
vout Protestants today! We would not indeed ob
scure the difference that divides us from Rome. The 
gulf is indeed profound. But profound as it is, it 
seems almost trifling compared to the abyss which 
stands between us and many ministers of our own 
Church. The Church of Rome may represent a per
version of the Christian religion; but naturalistic lib
eralism is not Christianity at all. 

That does not mean that conservatives and liber
als must live in personal animosity. It does not in
volve any lack of sympathy on our part for those 
who have felt obliged by the current of the times to 
relinquish their confidence in the strange message of 
the Cross. Many ties- ties of blood, of citizenship, 
of ethical aims, of humanitarian endeavor- unite us 
to those who have abandoned the gospel. We trust 
that those ties may never be weakened, and that ulti
mately they may serve some purpose in the propaga
tion of the Christian faith. But Christian service con
sists primarily in the propagation of a message, and 
specifically Christian fellowship exists only between 
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those to whom the message has become the very ba
sis of all life. 

The character of Christianity as founded upon a 
message is summed up in the words of the eighth 
verse of the first chapter of Acts - "Ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa
maria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." It is 
entirely unnecessary, for the present purpose, to ar
gue about the historical value of the Book of Acts or 
to discuss the question whether Jesus really spoke 
the words just quoted. In any case the verse must be 
recognized as an adequate summary of what is 
known about primitive Christianity. From the begin
ning, Christianity was a campaign of preaching the 
gospel. And the preaching did not concern merely 
what Jesus was doing within the recesses of the indi
viduallife. To take the words of Acts in that way is to 
do violence to the context and to all the evidence. 
On the contrary, the Epistles of Paul and all the 
sources make it abundantly plain that the testimony 
was primarily not to inner spiritual facts but to what 
Jesus had done once for all in His death and resur
rection. 

Christianity is based, then, upon an account of 
something that happened, and the Christian worker 
is primarily a herald. But if so, it is rather important 
that the Christian worker should tell the truth. When 
a man takes his seat upon the witness stand, it makes 
little difference what the cut of his coat is, or 
whether his sentences are nicely turned. The impor
tant thing is that he tell the truth, the who~e truth, 
and nothing but the truth. If we are to be truly Chris
tians, then, it does make a vast difference what our 
teachings are, and it is by no means aside from the 
point to set forth the teachings of Christianity in 
contrast with the teachings of the chief modern rival 
of Christianity. 

The chief modern rival of Christianity is "liberal
ism." An examination of the teachings of liberalism 
in comparison with those of Christianity will show 
that at every point the two movements are in direct 
opposition. 
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Two Wrongs 
By Raymond Elliott 

Two wrongs do not make one right, because 
wrongs are not right, singularly or collec
tively. 

On Sunday, Oct. 17,2004, the Montgomery Ad
vertiser carried an article pertaining to a protest that 
occurred in Montgomery, Ala. on Saturday, Oct. 16, 
2004 led by an extremist group from the state of 
Kansas. 

The group was comprised of some of the mem
bers of the Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka, Kan. 
Their basic message in sermon and in songs was that 
God hates homosexuals. 

They also "Thank God for Hiv," believing that it 
was punishment sent from God for the immorality 
that exists in our country. Also that "God hates 
America." A daughter of the preacher of this church 
explained that the signs and slogans are "about the 
United States' enabling of the homosexual lifestyle." 

Some of the songs and comments expressed the 
belief of this group that "the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks were God's wrath on homosexuals." 

The beliefs of this radical group are not represen
tative of the religious community in our nation. In 
fact, such extremism is injurious to an understanding 
of the nature of God and an acceptance of the Bible 
as being divinely inspired of God. 

Such ignorance and misguided zeal give fuel to 
the secular society to ridicule believers in Jesus 
Christ as being the only savior of mankind and God 
the Father being the Creator of heaven and earth. 

These zealots have the right, in this country, to 
express their beliefs and teachings. For this, we are 
thankful. 

The truth is, God loves the world but hates sin. 
In chapter Romans 1:18-32, we learn that the 

"wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who sup
press the truth in unrighteousness, because what may 
be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them" (NKJV). 

The heathen populace did not c'glorify God'' and 
became steeped in idolatry. Because of their willful
ness in rejecting God, he "gave them up to unclean
ness, in the lusts of their hearts,- to dishonor their 

bodies among themselves." "God gave them up to 
vile passions. For even their women exchanged the 
natural use of what is against nature. Likewise also 
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 
burned in their lust for one another, men with men 
committing what is shameful, and receiving in them
selves the penalty of their error which was due. And 
even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, 
to do those things which are not fitting; being filled 
with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality." 

God condemns the sins of sexual perversion, in
cluding homosexuality. 

However, the Holy Spirit guided the apostle Paul 
to write in the same book of Romans, chapter 5, 
verses 6-10: "For when we were still without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps 
for a good man someon~ would even dare to die. But 
God demonstrates his own love toward uS, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much 
more then, having now been justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if 
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." 

The ccungodly" in verse 6, the ccsinners" in verse 8 
and the ccenemies" mentioned in verse 10 would in
volve all of mankind, including homosexuals. "God 
so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have everlasting life" Oohn 3: 16). It was by the 
grace of God that Jesus died ccfor everyone" (Heb. 
2: 9). No greater truth can be found in the holy scrip
tures than this, that God loved/loves the human fam
ily, including those who were/are guilty of sexual 
sins. 

On the other hand, another group is comprised 
of those who believe that the homosexual way of life 
is right and should be accepted by society even to the 
point of making it legal for persons of the same sex 
to be married. 

Under the picture of two women hugging one 
another on page 4c of the Montgomery Advertiser, it 
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reads that one woman ~~embraces her wife." Yes, you 
read that correctly, a woman who ~~embraces her 

~-~. , 
w11e. 

Many passages in the Bible, including Romans 
1: 18-34; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, prove beyond a 
shadow of doubt the homoerotic lifestyle is sinful in 
the mind of God. 

In addition, when the design of marriage and the 
relationship of man and woman are considered in 
view of the infinite wisdom of God, one has to con
clude that same sex marriages are expressly forbid
den in the holy scriptures. 

In Genesis 1:26-28, we read the following: 
"Then God said, 'Let us make man in Our image, ac
cording to Our likeness.' So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multi
ply: fill the earth and subdue it."' 

God made man (male and female). God did not 
make one entity with dual personalities but two enti
ties, male and female. 

It is also understood that the male and female 
should have children in order to ~~fill the earth." Two 
people of the same sex cannot accomplish what God 
intended for the male and female (in marriage) to do. 

In chapter two of the book of Genesis are more 
details concerning the making of man and woman. In 
verses 20-25: "So Adam gave names to all cattle, to 
the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. 
But for Adam there was not found a helper compa
rable to him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place Then the rib 
which the Lord God had taken from man He made 
into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And 
Adam said: 'This is now bone of my bones and flesh 
of my flesh; She shall be call woman, because she 
was taken out of man.' Therefore a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. And they were both na
ked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed." 
. Mter God made man, there was not to be found 
among the animal kingdom a help-meet (companion) 
suitable for Adam. God caused the man to fall into a 
sleep and God took a part of man and made the 
woman. 

For all time to come, the truth was stated that the 
man should leave his parents and cleave to his wife. 

It is easy to understand that the God-appointed 
institution of marriage c~nsisted of a man marrying a 
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woman. That is God's d~sip for mankind. Any ar
rangement contrary to this 'is -a perversion of God's 
plan originating in his infinite wisdom and love. 

The eternal Word (God, the Son) was involved in 
the making of the man and woman in the Garden of 
Eden. John declared this in John 1:3, "All things 
were made through Him, and witho'9t Him nothing 
was made that was made." 

The apostle Paul expressed it in this manner: 
"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
over all creation. For by Him all things were created 
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether throneS or dominions or princi
palities or powers. All things· were created through 
Him and for Him" (Col. 1:16-17). 

Jesus gave credence to the story of creation and 
to the making of man and woman: "And He an
swered and said to them, "Have you not read that 
He who made them at ·the beginning 'made them 
male and female,' and said 'For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So then, 
they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let not man separate" 
(Matt. 19:4-6). 

God (including God the Son) made male and fe
male and the male should be joined to the female. 
Moreover, since God joins them (male and female) 
in marriage, man has no right to separate the two of 
them. It takes "professional" help for a person to 
misunderstand God's design in marriage - one man 
for one woman for life. 

Individuals who believe in God and have respect 
for his word have no alternative but to accept God's 
design and plan for marriage that involves a man and 
a woman. 

We must conclude Jesus did have much to say 
about homosexuality when it is understood that man 
and woman were made by him in the very beginning 
and they - the man and the woman - were the 
only candidates for the marriage relationship. 

The two groups that confronted one another 
during the protest on Oct. 16, 2004 had the right to 
express themselves; but, the truth of the matter is 
that neither group was right because each stood in 
violation of what the holy scriptures teach regarding 
God's love for all of mankind an~ his design for the 
male and female in the holy estate of matrimony. 
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Aristocratic Earl Who Reinvented Hi•seH 
'• 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

Earl was a fortunate f~llow. Though born to a 
working class Southern family, his parents 
worked hard and sacrificed to provide him 

with nice clothes, nice toys, and the best education. 
Mter five years at the university, Earl found himself 
embarrassed and ashamed of his humble parents and 
relatives. To impress his peers he concocted a revised 
story of his family background. His dad was no 
longer a machinist at the factory. He owned the fac
tory. His mother was no longer the daughter of a poor 
farmer. Her family owned a plantation. All of this was 
needed to fortify Earl's self-esteem and make him feel 
equal to his associates. 

Earl wasn't the last to revise his history._ Some 
members of the church of Christ are doing the same 
in our day. They are primarily those men who have 
gone away to the prestigious denominational or 
secular universities. Among such elite company, 
they were embarrassed to identify themselves as 
member of a small, Bible-based band of New Testa
ment Christians. To be scorned for their exclusive
ness and ridiculed as a "Campbellite" was too much 
to bear, so they set about to create a revised story of 
their humble origins. Now they say: 

• We too are Protestants. Our denomination de
rives from the Calvinistic stream of faith. Our 
founders, Alexander Campbell and Barton Stone, 
were great and illustrious men like Martin Luther 
and John Calvin. We also have our creed, an unwrit
ten one, but a creed no less. 

• In the past our ministers have been backwards, 
poorly educated, and narrow; but a new age has 
dawned, and we have a highly trained band of doc
tors and theologians to lead us. We use to train our 
preachers in our own little Christian colleges, but 
now we send them off to the really great universities 
so that they are equal to preachers of any of our reli
gious neighbors. 

• In our untutored past we were fundamental
ists, but we have now matured; and we are just as 
progressive and liberal in our faith as enlightened 
preachers of other Protestant bodies. We have em
braced postmodernism as the way to view our world 
and our faith. 

• We used to depe!ld on gospel preachers to in
terpret and expound the Bible for us, but now we 
have doctors of the law, theologians who write 
opaque, learned papers and attend scholarly confer
ences with their denominational peers. They teach 
our ministerial trainees to walk and talk like them
selves. These learned men poke fun at our past 
teachers and explain how our denominational neigh
bors were right all the while. They show us how to 
make our "faith tradition" acceptable to our post
modem society. 

• We used to be sooo enslaved to the Bible but 
now we have wisely adapted our ways to the real 
world in which we live. Like others, we have learned 
that "when you are in Rome you must do as the Ro
mans do." We no longer insist on calling Bible things 
by Bible names and doing Bible things in Bible ways. 
That is so "Lockean." Our age expects anonymity of 
churches and we are glad to drop our "Church of 
Christ moniker for a generic name. 

• We used to strive to be "Christians only," but 
we have outgrown those misguided illusions of our 
past. We are now prepared to abandon that primitive 
view and take our place in the larger world of Evan
gelical Protestantism. 

• Our fathers in the faith resorted to challenging 
their religious neighbors, debating and debunking 
their views. We have long since seen the folly of this 
approach and now we seek acceptance by negotia
tion and compromise. 

• Frankly, we find all of these change wonder
fully liberating. The freedom to be what we want to 
be is a marvelous thing. 

Thus is the story of aristocratic Earl, and a 
goodly number of progressive preachers of the 
church of Christ. You just might encounter one of 
them as the president of the local ministerial council. 
The princely Larimore used to say, "I'd be ashamed 
to be afraid and afraid to be ashamed of the gospel." 
Likewise, we should be afraid to be ashamed of the 
church of Christ, purchased by the blood of Jesus 
(Acts 20:28). 12630 \t',•::t Foxfir«' 
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Lures for Catching Unsuspecting Fish 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Today I received a Master Fishing Catalogue. 
Scanning its pages I estimated there are at 
least 500 lures designed to catch unsuspect

ing fish. Once deceived, the fish bites and comes un
der the power and control of the angler. Most often 
this ends when the fish ends up in the angler's skillet. 
This brought to mind the many lures used by the 
promoters of the change movement to attract and 
capture Christians and their congregations and bring 
them under the change agent's control. 

There is the lure of becoming a large mega 
church. To most Americans, big· is assumed to be bet
ter. It is the alleged proof of success. It especially 
feeds the pride of those who want to be known for 
having the biggest and best church in town. God re
minds us not to despise the day of small things 
(Zech. 4: 10). 

There is the lure of fun, excitement, and enter
tainment. For a generation whose education has con
sisted in large part of television, movies and video 
games, this lure is very useful. Deficient in Bible 
knowledge and mistakenly thinking that excitement 
is spirituality, many postmodern Christians go for 
this lure. A sizeable number of our young preachers 
have learned this technique in "Ministry" courses at 
Christian Schools, from watching televangelists or 
from attending church growth seminars hosted· by 
denominational specialists. 

There is the lure of fast and easy church growth 
without the necessity of real evangelism. They offer 
to take away the stumbling blocks of the gospel (Gal. 
5:11) and the burden of the cross that Jesus said we 
must bear (Matt. 16:24). They imply that fun and 
games will stack the pews. 

There is the lure of keeping our kids by giving 
them less and less indoctrination in the gospel of 
Christ and in its place giving them more and more 
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entertainment. Lack of knowledge destroys, it never 
keeps kids safe (Hos. 4:6). 

There is the lure of removing those things that 
worldly folks don't like and some find embarrassing. 
Under the change agenda, folks no longer must insist 
that baptism for remission of sins is essential to sal
vation and church membership (Acts 2:38). Neither 
will they insist that in worship our singing must be a 
cappella (Eph. 5:19). They -may drop the name 
Church of Christ (Rom. 16: 16), with its implication 
that we are, in fact, Christ's true church. 

There is the lure of attracting or keeping women 
who aspire to fill leadership roles over men in the 
church. The humanistic doctrine of feminism has 
been so widely propagated in our society that some 
Christian ladies now feel ready to challenge the idea 
that men are ordained to lead Christ's church (1 
Tim. 2: 11-12). Some of them are well educated and 
successful in business and demanding. Rather than 
deny them, the change agents offer them the oppor
tunity previously denied. 

There is the lure of attracting and keeping de
nominational people who are attracted to our ser
vices but are convinced they are already saved. Thus, 
they resist biblical baptism. Rather than the difficult 
task of teaching and convincing them of their un
done condition, the change agenda says, accept them 
if they believe in Jesus. 

There is the lure of removing the necessity of be
ing a "peculiar or different sort of people" (1 Pet. 2:9 
KJV; 4:4). Postmodern people have a burning need 
to be accepted by their social peers. The burden of 
being different in one's faith and lifestyle is too hard 
for them to bear, so they look for a way to avoid be
ing different in their religion (Rom. 12:2). 

The colorful, dancing lure is cast into the water, 
the fish who is deceived thereby moves to make it 
his, and in an instant his freedom and his life are 
snatched away. Christians must beware of the attrac
tive, deadly lures of the agents of change. The end 
thereof is the way of death (Prov. 14:34). 
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DNA and Evolution 
(Compiled from various sources) 

W ·red Magazine ... admits that Intelligent 
Design proponents are making positive 
predictions about the scientific data: 

Advocates like Meyer are increasingly latch
ing onto scientific evidence to support the 
theory of intelligent design, a modern arm of 
creationism that claims life is not the result 
of natural selection but of an intelligent cre
ator. Most scienti~ believe that intelligent 
design is not science. But Meyer says the 
opossum data supports intelligent design's 
prediction that junk DNA sequences aren't 
random, but important genetic material. It's 
an argument Meyer makes in his yet-to-be
published manuscript, The DNA Enigma. 

Another article in the Washington Post similarly 
discusses the death of the junk-DNA paradigm of 
Neo-Darwinism: 

The first concerted effort to understand all 
the inner workings of the DNA molecule is 
overturning a host of long-held assump
tions about the nature of genes and their 
role in human health and evolution .... The 
findings, from a project involving hundreds 
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of scientists in 11 countries and detailed in 
29 papers being published today, confirm 
growing suspicions that the stretches of 
"junk DNA" flanking hardworking genes 
are not junk at all. But the study goes fur
ther, indicating for the first time that the 
vast majority of the 3 billion "letters" of the 
human genetic code are busily toiling at an 
array of previously invisible tasks. 

The Washington Post article explains that scien
tists are finally "being forced to pay attention to our 
non-gene DNA sequences." What were the conse
quences of their failure to suspect function for junk
DNA? The article explains how there may be real
world medical consequences of the failure to pre
sume function for non-coding DNA: 

But much of it seems to be playing crucial 
roles: regulating genes, keeping chromo
somes properly packaged or helping to con
trol the spectacularly complicated process 
of cell division, which is key to life and also 
is at the root of cancer. .... [S]everal recent 
studies h~ve found that people are more 
likely to have Type 2 diabetes and other dis
eases if they have small mutations in non
gene parts of their DNA that were thought 
to be medically irrelevant. 

Could Neo-Darwinism have stopped science 
from investigating the causes of these medical prob
lems? 

Proponents of intelligent design have long main
tained that Neo-Darwinism's widely held assump
tion that our cells contain much genetic "junk" is 
both dangerous to the progress of science and 
wrong. Design theorists recognize that "Intelligent 
agents typically create functional things," and thus 
Jonathan Wells has suggested, "From an ID perspec
tive, however, it is extremely unlikely that an organ
ism would expend its resources on preserving and 
transmitting so much 'junk.'" Design theorists have 
thus b~en predicting the death of the junk-DNA 
paradigm for many years: 

As far back as 1994, pro-ID scientist and Discov
ery Institute fellow Forrest Mims had warned in a· 
letter to Science against assuming that 'junk' DNA 
was 'useless.' Science wouldn't print Mims' letter, 
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but soon thereafter, in 1998, leading ID theorist Wil
liam .Dembski repeated this sentiment in First Things: 

[Intelligent] design is not a science stopper. In
deed, design can foster inquiry where traditional 
evolutionary approaches obstruct it. Consider the 
term "junk DNA." Implicit in this term is the view 
that because the genome of an organism has been 
cobbled together through a long, undirected evolu
tionary process, the genome is a patchwork of which 
only limited portions are essential to the organism. 
Thus on an evolutionary view we expect a lot of use
less DNA. If, on the other hand, organisms are de-

signed, we expect DNA, as much as possible, to ex
hibit function. And indeed, the most recent findings 
suggest that designating DNA as "junk" merely 
cloaks our current lack of knowledge about function. 
For instance, in a recent issue ofthe]ournal ofTheo
retical Biology, John Bodnar describes how "non
coding DNA in eukaryotic genomes encodes alan
guage which programs organismal growth and devel
opment." Design encourages scientists to look for 
function where evolution discourages it. 

(William Dembski, "Intelligent Science and De
sign," First Things, Vol. 86:21-27 [October 1998]) 
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Homosexuality 
WorldNetDaily 

Idid not choose to be homosexual. I would 
change my :exual orientation if that we~e within 
my power. 

So confessed Robert Bauman, the powerful con
servative congressman from Maryland. Americans 
were stunned in 1980 when headlines revealed 
Bauman had been caught red-handed having a sexual 
rendezvous with a young male prostitute. In his book 
"The Gentleman from Maryland: The Conscience of 
a Gay Conservative," Bauman revealed the condi
tion~ that shaped his own tortured double life as a 
pro-family Republican congressman and closet ho
mosexual. 

How could any normal arid moral human being 
do what I did? How could anyone, however callous, 
repeatedly be unfaithful to one's spouse (lying, evad
ing responsibility, breaking solemn vows)? I have de
scribed how it could be done. Why I did, is the seri
ous question. And I have no answer, even to this day. 
I do not know. In many ways I was driven by a force 
over which I seemed to have little control. { 

Of course, my choice was conscious and deliber
ate. It could have been altered. But some compulsion 
drove me, blotting out all I had learned, diminishing 
in importance all that was mq_st dear and important .. · 
I seemed willing to risk my marriage, my wife and 
children, even life itself. 

AIDS - originally named GRID (gay-related im
munodeficiency disease) until activist homosexuals 
pressured the medical establishment to switch to the 
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generic acronym AIDS (acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome) -was the ultimate public relations night
mare. It gave society a brand-new reason to fear and 
shun homosexuals - namely, concern over becom
ing infected with a nightmarish new disease. 

And AIDS did something else. In order for the 
medical establishment and news media to communi
cate to the public how the disease was being trans
mitted, it became necessary to focus publicly on the 
one thing homosexuals most wanted to downplay
the sometimes-bizarre sexual acts in which they en
gage and their often astronomically high numbers of 
sexual partners. (A widely cited 1978 study by Alan 
P. Bell and Martin S. Wineburg reported that 43 per
cent of homosexuals had more than five hundred sex 
partners during their lifetime.) 

In addition, the "silver bullet" medical cure 
Americans had virtually come to expect, having 
grown up in the age of miracle drugs like the polio 
vaccine and penicillin, never materialized. Rather, 
AIDS experts and public health authorities issued 
dire warnings about a disease reminiscent of the bu
bonic plague of the Middle Ages: 

By the early years of the next century, we could 
have lost between 50 anl/.1 00 million people world
wide. There,s no question about that. -Surgeon 
General C. Everett Koop 

Ninety percent of the people infected [with HIV] 
don,t even know it. - Dr. Robert Gallo, co-discov
erer of the HIV virus. 



In many areas, the number of persons affected 
with the AIDS virus is at least 100 times greater than 
reported case of AIDS.- Dr. James Curran, director 
of AIDS and HN immunology and prevention activi
ties at the Centers for Disease. Control. 

So merely by using the term gay rights, and per
suading politicians and the media to adopt this termi
nology, activists seeking to transform America have 
framed the terms of the debate in their favor almost 
before the contest begins. (And in public relations 
warfare, he who frames the terms of the debate almost 
always wins. The abortion rights movement has pre
vailed in that war precisely because it succeeded, early 
on, in framing the debate as a question, not of abor
tion, but of choice. The abortion vanguard correctly 
anticipated that it would be far easier to defend an 
abstract, positive-sounding idea like choice than the 
unrestricted slaughter of unborn babies.) 

Okay, you might be wondering, even granting 
the movement's cutting-edge marketing savvy, how 
do you sell middle America on those five hundred 
sex partners and weird sexual practices? Answer, ac
cording to Kirk and Madsen, you don't. Just don't 
talk about it. Rather, look and act as normal as pos
sible for the camera. 

"When you're very different, and people hate 
you for it," they explain, "this is what you do: first 
you get your foot in the door, by being as similar as 
possible; then, and only then - when your one little 
difference is finally accepted - can you start drag
ging in your other peculiarities, one by one. You 
hammer in the wedge narrow end first. As the saying 
goes, allow the camel's nose beneath your tent, and 
his whole body will soon follow." 

In other words, sadomasochists, leather fetish
ists, cross-dressers, transgenders, and other "pecu
liar" members of the homosexual community need 
to keep away from the tent and out of sight while the 
sales job is under way. Later, once the camel is safely 
inside, there will be room for all. 

Rondeau explains Kirk and Madsen's techniques 
of "desensitization," "jamming," and "conversion" 
this way: 

Desensitization is described as inundating the 
public in a "continuous flood of gay-related advertis
ing, presented in the least offensive fashion possible. 
If straights can't shut off the shower, they may at 
least eventually get used to being wet." But, the ac
tivists did not mean advertising in the usual market
ing context but, rather, quite a different approach: 
"The main thing is to talk about gayness until the 

issue becomes thoroughly tiresome." They. add, 
"[S]eek desensitization and nothing more .... If you 
can get [straights] to think [homosexuality] is just an
other thing - meriting no more than a shrug of the 
shoulders - then your battle for legal and social 
rights is virtually won." 

And in a now-infamous interview, Today's Katie 
Couric asked Wyoming Governor Jim Geringer: 
"Some gay rights activists have said that some con
servative political organizations like the Christian 
Coalition, the Family Research Council and Focus on 
the Family are contributing to this anti-homosexual 
atmosphere by having an ad campaign saying if you 
are a homosexual you can change your orientation. 
That prompts people to say, 'If I meet someone 
who's homosexual, I'm going to take action to try to 
convince them or try to harm them.' Do you believe 
that such groups are contributing to this climate?" 

Consciously or not, the media were following 
Kirk and Madsen's playbook to the letter, discredit
ing anyone who disagreed with the homosexual 
agenda by associating them with lowlife murderers. 
In reality, none of the Christian groups smeared by 
NBC had ever condoned mistreatment of homosexu
als - in fact, they had explicitly condemned it. 

Are you getting the picture? Whereas fifty years 
ago a news story portraying homosexuality as normal 
and respectable was unheard of, now we're facing 
exactly the opposite spectacle. Up on that glitzy con
vention stage were representatives of top broadcast 
news networks debating whether or not professional 
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journalists should give voice to the Christian or tradi
tional viewpoint on homosexuality. Or, they sug
gested, Wouldn't it be better just to censor such "hate
ful" and "bigoted" viewpoints as being the moral 
equivalent of a "pro-racism" or "pro-bigotry" view
point, and thus beyond the margins of civilized de
bate? 

By the way, lest you think this was just an unrepre
sentative group of radical journalists blowing off 
steam in their off-hours, here's who sponsored this 
particular homosexual journalists conference: Hearst 
Newspapers; Knight-Ridder, Inc.; CBS News; 
Gannett Foundation; CNN; Bloomberg News; NBC 
News; the Dallas Morning News; Fox News Channel; 
the Los Angeles Times; the New York Daily News; the 
San Francisco Chronicle; Time, Inc.; the Wall Street 
Journal; the Washington Post; and the San Jose Mer
cury News. 

No wonder the "mainstream press," overwhelm
ingly sympathetic toward the "gay rights" agenda, 
seems to be on the same page as homosexual activists 
engaged in desensitizing, jamming, and converting 
Americans to their world view. As a matter of fact, as 
we saw in the Matthew Shepard case, it's hard to tell 
them apart. 

Thus a lot of the credit for the "gay-ing of 
America" can be laid at the door of the news media 
who, intentionally or not, have worked in tandem 
with the movement's public relations machinery for 
years now. 

Meanwhile, in what was once a vibrant Judea
Christian culture, Christians and other proponents 
of traditional biblical principles are routinely cast as 
bigots and "homophobes," thanks to constant jam
ming. 

But what about the truth we've left behind? What 
about the reality of homosexuality, of what causes it, 
and of what it means physically and spiritually for 
those so oriented? Do we even care any more? 

Let's rewind and go back to former Congressman 
Robert Bauman, who in poignandy describing his in
ternal struggles against his homo~ual compulsions 
confided that he had been sexually seduced when he 
was five years old by an older boy. 

Did that experience have anything to do with 
Bauman's future homosexuality? 

There was a time when psychiatry, psychology, 
religion, and common sense all said "yes." In fact, 
sexually abused. young males are "up to 7 times more 
likely to self-identify as gay or bisexual than peers 
who had not bee:r;_t abused," concludes the peer-re-
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viewed 1998 study, "Sexual Abuse of Boys," by Will
irun C. Holmes, M.D. and (;ail B. Slap, M.D. 

()n that topic, a reader recently wrote to me: 
"We are a family of eight siblings and the oldest is 
gay, c.u1d has lived with the same parn1er for 41 years. 
At various times, my siblings and I have tried to dis
cover why he is gay and none of the rest of us are. 
We finally fotu1d out through an older cousin that 
my brother was repeatedly sexually molested when 
he was six years old by a 19-year-old man." 

Even Kirk and Madsen, who advise activists to 
claim they were born homosexual, know better. "We 
argue that, for all practical purposes, gays should he 
considered to have been hom gay," they write, "even 
though sexual orientation, for most humans, seems to 
he the product of a complex interaction between in
nate predispositions and environmental factors Jur
ing childhood and early adolescence." 

If "environmental factors" are involved- and 
everyone knows they are, whether or not they pub
licly admit it - why then advise homosexuals to 
claim they were "born gay"? 

"To suggest in public that homosexuality might 
be chosen," Kirk and Madsen explain, "is to open 
the can of worms labeled 'moral choices and sin' and 
give the religious intransigents a stick to beat us with. 
Strc.lights must he taught that it is c.ls nanttal for some 
persons to be homosexuc.ll as it is for others to be het
erosexuc.ll: wickedness and seduction have nothing to 
do with it." P.O. Box 690191 
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salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

•Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

•Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 
•Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 
•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• .Baptism is: 

•Burial-immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• -God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 
• .Se faithful- Rev 2:10 

• -A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• .Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• .Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

~ 



[Brother Conley bas made a deep study of the person and work of the Holy Spirit in God's dealing with 
man, as recorded in the Bible. We are serializing his work and this is the fourth in the chain. We suggest a careful 
and thoughtful reading of this material ••• and, by the way, thank you, brother Conley.] 

The Laying-On Of Hands 
By Frazier Conley 

Glapter4 

•Josfnla ..... II of ... spirit ol wisdom, I• - laacllaid •• ._ ...... •• -• ~. 34.9). 

Most modern commentators reject that in 
the early church the laying-on of apos
tolic hands was required for reception of 

the Spirit. But what is the evidence? The explicit af
firmation of Acts is that apostolic hands were re
quired. 

One should begin with the related Old Testament 
background. The backdrop for Luke's history of the 
beginning of the church is the history of the begin
ning of old Israel. At that time, measures of the Spirit 
were conferred from Moses to the 70 elders so they 
could be empowered for assisting him in administra
tion (Num. 11: 10-30). In a similar way, we are told 
that," ... Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit 
of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands upon him 
.. ~" (Deut. 34:9). In Acts with the establishment of 
the (new) people of God, Spirit-endowed assistance 
was again required and bestowed on the core leader
ship (Acts 6:Iff). There are other meanings and con
texts for the phrase the "laying on of hands" in the 
Old Testament, but they ·are unrelated to the events 
in Acts. 

It has been suggested that in the conferral of the 
Spirit, prayer was the essential element, and the 
hands dispensable. Prayer is certainly mentioned. No 
doubt it was always included. But the only element 
of the conferral that is specifically and consistently 
mentioned is apostolic hands. The Old Testament 
background is the key (Num. 11: 10-30; Dent. 34:9). 

What does Acts have to say about an initial re
ception of the Spirit in connection with the laying on 
of the apostles' hands? Setting aside for the moment 
the matter of the 3,000 (Acts 2:38-39), one is left 
with the following five receptions of the Spirit: (1) 
the Twelve apostles, (2) Cornelius and his house, (3) 
the Samaritans, (4) the "12" Ephesian disciples, and 
(5) Saul. One should also look closely at Romans 
1:11 and 2 Timothy 1:6. 

The Twelve Apostles on Pentecost. A rule for 
Holy Spirit conferral only by apostolic hands cannot. 
of course, be found in the reception of the Spirit by 
the Twelve. That event happened without apostolic 
hands. It is evident that the apostles could not have 
laid hands upon themselves. The reception of the 
Spirit by the Twelve on Pentecost, therefore, is not 
really an exception to the rule - it precedes and em
powers the rule. 

Cornelius. What of the Spirit-reception at the 
house of Cornelius? There was no laying-on of apos
tolic hands (although it was not without an apostolic 
presence- Peter). The Spirit was imparted directly 
from heaven. Any overview of the case, however, 
must take into account that these were the first Gen
tile converts, and that the whole book of Acts hinges 

BURIED 
ALIVE 
Jack Cuozzo 

This book bears the subtitle. "The Startling Truth 
about Neanderthal Man ... but it is far more than 
that. In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept of 
•prehistory.• how fossils are uncovered. examines 
some of the faulty assumptions behind recent 
fossn finds. presents evidence from the fossil 
record against hominid evolution, and investi
gates evidence substantiating the biblical creation 
account. Exciting reading. 350 pgs .• paperback 

$13.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon TX 77430 

July 2007 21 
Pirm Fouaclation 



on this matter. The conversion of Gentiles, as Gen
tiles (that is, without submission to the Law of 
Moses) clearly needed divine authority of the highest 
kind. This was, therefore, a highly extraordinary epi
sode. If there were any situation that deserved an ex
ceptional impartation of the Holy Spirit, this was it. 
Nothing could have more plainly indicated that God 
regarded the Gentiles as eligible for salvation in 
Christ than his usurpation, on that occasion, of the 
rule of apostolic hands. One will not find that which 
is normative in the reception of the Spirit at the 
house of Cornelius. 

The other examples (aside from that of the 3,000 
of Pentecost) are the Samaritans, the Ephesian 12, 
and Saul. If one cannot obtain a rule pertaining to 
the initial conferral of the Spirit from Luke's discus
sion of these three instances, one will not be able to 
obtain any rule. All of these involve the laying on of 
hands. In two of these (the Samaritans and Saul) 
prayer is also mentioned. 

The Samaritans. The key discussion for Spirit 
conferral is that of the Samaritans. In recording his 
history, we suggest that here is the first convenient 
place Luke has had to describe the conferral of the 
Spirit. He could have said something about it in Acts 
2, but he wanted rather to focus the readers' atten
tion on the apostles (not the 3,000), and on the semi
nal initial events in Jerusalem. Now as the gospel is 
on the verge of reaching out into the wider world, he 
finds occasion to give ari extended discussion of the 
imparting of the Spirit. 

Three times in the course of this account it is no
ticed that the apostles' hands are involved in the con
ferral. "They laid their hand~ on them and they re
ceived the Holy Spirit" ... ~Simon saw that the Spirit 
was given through the laying on of the apostles' 
hands ... give me also this power that anyone on 
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit" 
(Acts 8:17-19). 

What if the text had said, "They prayed for them 
and they received the Holy Spirit" ... "Simon saw 
that the Spirit was given through the prayer of the 
apostles" ... 

"Give me also this power that anyone for whom 
I pray may receive the Holy Spirit?" We can only 
imagine that prayer would have once-and-forever 
closed the case as to the means of conferral, that is. 
On the other hand, suppose it had said, "They re
ceived the Holy Spirit by casting lots." and, "Simon 
saw that the Spirit was gfven by casting lots?" The 
case for casting lots would never be questioned. 

22 t~ Fowul::~ 

Therefore, one would think that, apart from any de
finitive opposing evidence, the three specific state
ments would be sufficient to establish a rule for con
ferral: "the Spirit was given through the laying on of 
the apostles' hands." 

The timing of the reception of the Spirit by the 
Samaritans is explained by many authorities as an 
"exceptional" situation, the exception arising be
cause of the supposed enormous leap in taking the 
gospel to the Samaritans. But this theory is based on 
highly questionable premises. In Acts the Samaritans 
are not regarded as Gentiles. The Samaritans were a 
racial mixture of Assyrians and Jews. Despite Luk~ 
17:8, Matthew 10:5-6, and many authorities, it is 
certain that Luke-Acts does not regard the Samari
tans as Gentiles (cf. 1:8; 9:31. See Marshall, 1980, 
pp . .152-153 ). The Samaritan mission is undertaken 
without fanfare (8: 1, 14, 25). The conversion of the 
Gentiles is reported to the Samaritans (15:3)! The 
outreach to the Gentiles is specifically and elabo
rately connected, not with the Samaritan mission, 
but with the evangelizing of the house of Cornelius 
(10:1ff; 11:1, 18; 15:7, 14)- an event which was 
divinely precipitated by four miracles, and merited 
three recountings in Acts. 

Conversely, this account of the conversion of Sa
maritans is not presented in Acts as some exceptional 
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or doubtful step being taken by the early church. 
Later Gentile outreach is connected with Paul, 
Antioch, and the first mission tour. 1 The Holy Spirit 
is specially given to the Samaritans through the 
apostles (Peter and John) not to endorse the non
controversial) mission there, but to empower the Sa
maritan Christians (as promised, 2: 17f£, 38-39) with 
the special gifts, gifts that the non-apostle, Philip, 
could not confer. If the extension of the gospel to the 
Samaritans required something exceptional in the 
way of Spirit impartation, why was it no t the direct 
conferral of the Spirit from heaven such as we see at 
the house of Cornelius and Pentecost? The structure 
of Acts, the emphatic, repeated accounts of the con
version of Cornelius, and the explicit statements of 
Acts 15:7, 14 make it virtually certain that the first 
Gentile converts were Cornelius and his house. 

The Ephesian 12. The rule of the imposition of 
apostolic hands is again at work in Acts 19:6. Clearly 
the Spirit is conferred by the hands of the apostle 
Paul, not by (water) baptism. Again, some regard this 
reception of the Spirit to be non-normative. How
ever, no exceptional outreach situation is envisioned. 
In no sense does the text indicate that Paul needs to 
be convinced of anyone's eligibility for baptism. 

The case of Saul. The most natural reading of 
Acts 9:17 would also seem to sustain the rule. Nu
merous authorities on Acts can be quoted as saying 
that the Holy Spirit empowerment was conferred on 
Saul at his baptism, as described in Acts 9:17-19, 
rather than by the hands of Ananias. Equally numer
ous authorities can be cited saying the opposite
that the Spirit empowerment was clearly conferred 
by the hands of Ananias, not at his baptism. Addi
tional scholars will offer an opinion, but can be 
quoted as saying that the text does not clearly state 
either. A few will affirm that the conferral seems to 
be by the hands of Ananias, but that various other 
considerations outside the immediate context show 
that it was at Saul' s baptism. 

Commentators are about equally divided over 
this question (for the best statement of the case for 
baptism see Ferguson, 1986, 1.59). However. those 
writers who prefer the occasion of Saul's baptism 
frequently do so hesitantly and sometimes defen
sively. In their reasoning, they usually ignore the im
mediate context and refer back to Acts 2:38, which 
they think makes normative a reception of the Spirit 

1Acts 15:12; d. 11 : 19f~ 13:lff, 9:15 

at baptism. This is somewhat circular reasoni~g. It 
also misreads Acts 2:38. 

The following arguments are sufficient to sustain 
that Saul received the Holy Spirit empowerment be
fore his baptism, and by the hands of Ananias. 

(1) Acts 2:38-39 does not establish a normative 
pattern for the giving of the Holy Spirit given at bap
tism. 

(2) In Acts there is actually no passage which af
firms that the H oly Spirit empowerment is conferred 
through baptism. In Acts the extraordinary' gifts of 
the Spirit are never depicted as being conferred by 
baptism. Nor in Acts does the Holy Spirit indwell, 
seal, guarantee, effect adoption, thwart the flesh, 
"regenerate," serve as a principle of resurrection life, 
or sanctify. At the very least, such vocabulary is ab
sent. It should be evident that the ideas are also ab
sent. Therefore in Acts the Spirit is not and does not 
need to be directly associated with baptism. In Acts 
bap6sm and the laying on of hands are distinct, both 
functionally and chronologically. 

(3) Acts 9:12, 17 associate the hands of Ananias 
with the healing, the healing with the Holy Spirit 
conferral. and the hands of Ananias with both of 
them. There is an emphasis in the passage (Acts 9:10, 
12, 15, 17) on Ananias himself about healing and 
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Holy Spirit conferral. In fact, it is only a presump
tion that Ananias administered Saul's baptism. As a 
rule in the New Testament the administrator of bap
tism is a matter of indifference. Nevertheless, not 
just anyone has the power to heal and to administer 
hands in conferral of the Spirit. 

(4) Mter Luke's emphasis on th~ need for the em
powerment of the apostolic witness (Luke 24:24:48-
49; Acts 1:8; 2:1ff). it would be astounding if the 
Holy Spirit empowerment of Paul were completely 
ignored. Paul's role as an apostle and an authorita
tive witness (cf. 9: 15) was dependent on empower
ment. As noted, empowerment in Acts is never con
ferred by baptism, but rather either directly from 
heaven, or by .hands (8: 17ff 19: 1ft). In this passage, 
hands are mentioned. 

(S)To view the reception of the Spirit here as the 
ordinary indwelling of the Spirit, as some do, is to 
continue to ignore the context of Acts as a whole 
with its overshadowing focus on the extraordinary 
power of the Spirit. 

The most noteworthy counter-argument to the 
above, and the primary reason that any "rule" about 
"apostolic hands" is rejected is that Ananias is not 
thought of as an apostle. Thus he could not have 
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conferred the Spirit on Saul. But is it true that 
Ananias of Damascus was merely a disciple? He was 
not one of the Twelve. However, others in the New 
Testament besides the Twelve were apostles of 
Christ. If the premise set forth here is correct, 
Ananias exercised the role of an apostle. That is, he 
conferred by his hands the empowerment of the 
Spirit. Ananias could easily have been one of the 5 00 
who had witnessed the risen Christ. Did he not have 
at least one certain vision of Christ (Acts 9:10)? 
Since he had such a vision, does not this imply that 
he could have experienced previous visions of 
Christ? Was he not sent by the Lord? Did not 
Ananias, in the healing of Paul's blindness, manifest 
the power required to show apostleship (2 Cor. 
12: 12)? Did not Ananias testify to Saul concerning 
the risen Christ (Acts 9:17)? Was not Ananias com
missioned by the Lord (Acts 9:10ff)? 

Ananias was not one of the Twelve. Neither was 
Paul. Still Paul, whether he was or was not so tided in 
Acts was an apostle of Christ. In Acts he has the role of 
an apostle. His activities in the last half of the book are 
comparable to the activities of the Twelve in the first 
half. His commissioning as an apostle is stated once 
and repeated twice more for emphasis. He sees the 
risen Christ. He is a witness. He performs signs. If we 
assume that Luke regards Paul as an apostle, but 
mostly or entirely without the title, it is easily conceiv
able. that others such as Ananias of Damascus were 
apostolic- but also without the tide. 

Therefore, according to the most natural reading 
of the text, Ananias comes to "lay his hands on" Paul 
that he ·might receive his sight (9: 12). When Ananias 
is fUlfilling his mission he relates that he has also 
been $ent that Saul might be filled with the Holy 
Spirit (9: 17). The Spirit conferral on Saul is de
scribed as a "filling," which has already been shown 
to be a reference to empowerment. The real associa
tion is (1) the hands of Ananias with (2) the healing 

. and (3) filling with the Spirit. Following that process, 
Saul is baptized. If this reconstruction is correct, we 
have three normative circumstances tmder which the 
rule - "the Holy Spirit in his office of empower
ment was conferred by apostolic hands," as stated in 
Acts 8, is sustained and exemplified. 

Romans 1:11. It is likely that this view of the 
conferral of the special empowerments is alluded to 
in Romans 1:11. There Paul tells his readers, "For I 
long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established." 
While most authorities do not seem to think that 



Paul has in mind the conferral of extraordinary gifts, 
yet some do (Bengel. p. 17; Michaelis, as cited in 
Meyer, p. 44). However many exegetical treannents 
of the passage lead at least to the very brink of just 
such an interpretation. The terminology of the verse 
clearly points to 1 Corinthians 12-142 and Romans 
12:6-8 passages which speak of the special gifts. It 
should he noted that the relationship between Ro
mans 1:11 and 1:12 is considered complex, and not 
necessarily simply explanatory, as is frequendy sug
gested by the translations. 

2 Timothy 1:6. It is entirely reasonable that 2 
TliDothy 1:6 refers to the impartation of special gifts 
by the hands of Paul. This would mean that 1 Timo
thy 1:18; 4:14 refer to Timothy's ordination to min
istry in Ephesus, an event separate from Paul's con
ferral of the Spirit on Timothy. 

Hands or prayer? In the conferral of the Spirit, 
was prayer the essential element, and the hands dis
pensable? Prayer is certainly mentioned. No doubt, it 
was always included. Nevertheless, the only element 
of the conferral specifically and consistently men
tioned is apostolic hands. The Old Testament back
ground is the key (Num. 11:10-30; Deut. 34:9). 

Summary. In the three passages in Acts which are 
the most transparent, the only common denomina
tor, in the initial reception of the Spirit, is the laying 
on of (apostolic) hands. We also have a likely refer
ence to it in Romans 1:11; and a possible reference 
in 2 Timothy 1:6. But this remains insufficient for 
many interpreters. 

1 See 1 Corinthains 12:1, 4, 9, 28, 30, 31; 14:1, 37; compare 1 Corin
thians 1:7. 
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Potpourri ••• 

I t's the middle of 2007 already ... can you believe 
it? Well, of course you can, all you have to do is. 
look at the calendar, or the date on today's 

newspaper. The year is speeding by ... we need to 
take appropriate action. 

"Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as 
unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil." 

"Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, 
redeeming the time. Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye 
ought to answer each one." 

Make the best use of every opportunity because 
the days are evil. Every age has its share of evil. As 
long as the world turns evil will abound yet more 
and more. The book of Revelation tells us that as the 
clusters of earth become fully ripe wickedness will 
flourish and be in large amounts. The Red Dragon 
with his many diadems will capture the minds of 
men and the situation of earth will be so dreadful 
that it can be no longer tolerated ... and then shall its 
end come. Evil will prevail and righteousness will 
shrink into virtual non-existence ... and then shall 
the end come. 

So, we keep looking . . . praying . . . hoping ... 
working, but we know that the grapes of wrath are 
inevitable. 
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"Nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, 
shall he find faith on the earth?" 

Potpourri is a column designed to track the signs 
qf the times. There is much good in the world and 
that portends opportunity and time. There is also 
much that is morally b~ devilish, harmful, and ma
licious. It is our business as children of God to pro
claim salvation and to sound a solemn warning 
against refusing the outstretched hands of God. 

Anyway, another month has rolled around, and 
we garner the reports of what is going on every
where about us. ..... 

• NEW YORK, June 4 (Reuters) - In a major vic
tory for TV networks, a U.S. appeals court on Mon
day overruled federal regulators who decided that 
expletives uttered on broadcast television violated 
decency standards. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
in New York, in a divided decision, said that the U.S. 
Federal Communications Commission was "'arbitrary 
and capricious" in setting a new standard for defin
ing indecency. 

The court sent the matter back to the commis
sion for further proceedings to clarify its indecency 
policy. The FCC, which said it was still studying the 
opinion, could decide to ask the U.S. Supreme Comt 
to reverse the appeals court (June 5, 2007). ,.,,..,;..,. .... ,..,. 

• A visiting professor at North Carolina State 
University says the solution to the problems faced by 
many blacks is the extermination of "'white people 
off the face of the planet." 

Kamau Kambon, who taught Africana Studies at 
the Raleigh school last spring, told a panel at 
Howard University Law School Oct. 14 this action 
must be taken "'because white people want to kill 
us," the Carolina Journal reported. 

Kambon, a Raleigh activist and bookstore owner, 
was addressing a panel on "'Hurricane Katrina Media 
Coverage,~ broadcast on C-SPAN. 

Excerpts of the speech and the entire event is 
archived by C-SPAN. 



Kambon told the audience white people "have 
retina scans, they have what they call racial profiling, 
DNA banks, and they're monitoring our people to 
try to prevent the one person from coming up with 
the one idea. And the one idea is, how we are going 
to exterminate white people, because that in my esti
mation is the only conclusion I have come to. We 
have to exterminate white people off the face of the 
planet to solve this problem." 

The Carolina Journal said Kambon's remarks re
ceived slight applause in the room, to which here
sponded, "I don't care whether you clap or not, but 
I'm saying to you that we need to solve this problem 
because they are going to kill us." 

Kambon has been· a visiting professor at North 
Carolina State since 2003. His three-hour course last 
spring, Mricana Studies 241, is described by the uni
versity as, "Second in a two semester sequence in the 
interdisciplinary study of sub-Saharan Mrica, its arts, 
culture, and people, and the Mrican-American expe
rience." 

A university spokesman told Carolina Journal the 
school currently has no listing of Kambon as a pro
fessor. He w.as listed on the faculty web page for 
Mricana Studies as affiliated faculty, the Journal said 
at the time of publishing its story, but his name since 

· has been removed. 
In his Oct. 14 session, Kambon told the panel 

blacks are "at war." 
White people, he said, had set up an "interna

tional plantation" for blacks, which made "every 
white person on earth a plantation master." 

"You're either supporting white people in their 
process of death, or you're for African liberation," 
Kambon said, according to the Journal. 

"White people want to kill us," he said. 'I want 
you to understand that. They want to kill you," he 
said. "They want to kill you because that is part of 
their plan." 

Kambon, recipient of a Citizen's Award in 1999 
by the local, left-wing newspaper Independent 
Weekly, previously was a professor of education at 
St. Augustine's College in Raleigh, a historically 
black institution, the Journal said (WorldNetDaily, 
Oct. 22, 2005). 

.,... t-"' ,_,,. rn~.., • .,. 
• ,DALLAS (AP) - This conservative metropolis 

could become the nation's largest city to elect an 
openly gay mayor if a longtime city council member 
wins a runoff election later this month. 

Ed Oakley's candidacy is the latest indication 
that Dallas' reputation as a conservative stronghold 
is giving way to more diversity. The city is already 
home to several gay. elected officials, including the 
sheriff. 

"Dallas is less and less the Dallas that people 
think it is," said Cal Jillson, a political science profes
sor at Southern Methodist University. "And Dallas is 
less and less. the Dallas that it used to be." 

In the mayoral race, Oakley and former con
struction company CEO Tom Leppert emerged from 
a crowded 11-candidate field that included another 
openly gay man and a transgendered woman. Oakley 
and Leppert will be the only candidates in the June 
16 runoff. 

Dallas, with a population of 1.2 million, is home 
to a growing gay community with an estimated 
120,000 lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered 
households. 

The public hasn't seemed interested in Oakley's 
sexuality, but voters also have been disinterested in 
the election itself. Only about 13 percent of regis
tered voters turned out in the initial election. 
Leppert received fewer than 20,000 votes and 
Oakley fewer than 15,000. 

That has local gay activists hitting the pavement 
to support him. Jesse Garcia, president of the Stone
wall Democrats of Dallas, said his group "has gone 
into our gay bars and stressed early voting." 

"I'm not discounting Oakley based on who he 
likes or doesn't like, and I don't think people view 
him being gay as limiting to his ability to make deci
sions," said Mark Jones, a businessman who was 
having lunch with . black professionals and church 
leaders in South Dallas. "This is not a town where 
homophobia will affect people's decisions." ,..,.__ 

• A college affiliated with a Christian denomina
tion has appointed to head its religion department a 
practicing Hindu who believes that some forms of 
Christian ministry produce violence. 

Anantanand Rambachan, who has taught reli
gion and philosophy at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield,. Minn., since 1985, now will become the 
first non-Christian to head the religion department 
in the school's 133-year history. 

"It's a great honor," Rambachan, a leading figure 
in Minnesota's HindU: community, told the Minne
apolis Star-Tribune. 

But in an interview with Hinduism Today, he 
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wrote. of participating in the Pontifical Council in 
Rome in 2006. 

"Last year we met in Rome in a joint consultation 
with the World Council of Churches to discuss con
version. This was the first meeting of a three-year 
project to study the issue and to develop an accept
able code of conduct. Certain forms of Christian 
proselytization have given rise to tension and even 
violence between some religious communities,,, he 
said. "We gathered to share our perspectives on this 
matter and to consider acceptable and unacceptable 
ways of sharing our faiths in communities. 

The Hindu American Foundation accused a long 
list of Christian organizations, including some pro
viding aid in India, of promoting hatred. 

Among those criticized were the Southern Bap
tists' missions board, Gospel for Asia and Olive Tree 
Ministries, just down the road from St. Olaf, a minis
try that aims at teaching Christians about their be
liefs (WorldNetDaily, June 8, 2007). 

lUll 
• BAGHDAD, Iraq -An al-Qaida-affiliated insur

gent group is giving Christians in Baghdad a stark set 
of options: Convert to Islam, marry your daughters 
to our fighters, pay an Islamic tax, or leave with only 
the clothes on your back. 

A U.S. military official said American forces be
came aware of the threats only last month and. now 
have erected barriers around the largest Christian en
clave in Baghdad's Dora neighborhood in an effort 
to protect its residents. 

Christians itfBaghdad refuse to discuss the threats 
for fear of retribution. But in Syria, where thousands 
of Iraqi Christians have fled, tales abound of families 
killed or driven from their homes because they either 
refused or couldn't afford to pay the jieya, a tax usu
ally levied on non-Muslim men of military age that's 
been part of Islam for more than 1,000 years. 

"Two or three months ago, we heard we were 
going to be forcibly removed from Dora," said Rafah 
Elia Daoud, 53, who fled to Damascus, Syria's capital, 
on May 24. "Not everyone got a paper with the 
threat, but we knew. The choice was to convert, pay 
the jieya or get out." 

"My brother was threatened; my sister was 
threatened. All of them had to pay the jieya," added 
her husband, Jamal Antone Karoumy, 66. "One of 
my brothers got a note and a single bullet under his 
door. The note said, 1f you don't pay the jizya to the 
resistance, you'll be killed.'" 
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As Iraq has descended into chaos, however, many 
Christians have fled, joining an estimated 2.2 million 
exiles, including 1.4 million Iraqis now estimated to 
be living in Syria. At least 19,000 Iraqi Christians 
have registered in Damascus with the United Nations 
refugee agency, and thousands more are thought to 
have sought shelter there, but have yet to register. 

A Christian Iraqi legislator estimated Tuesday that 
a half-million Christians have fled Iraq since 2004. 

The relationship between Christians and Mus
lims has been a complex one. In the Middle Ages, 
Christian crusaders tried to capture Jerusalem from 
Muslim rule at least 10 times, and modem-day ex
tremists still invoke those efforts in calling for jihad 
- holy war - to defend their faith. 

In Iraq today, however, fear is palpable among 
Christians. On Sunday, a priest was gunned down in 
Mosul with three companions after afternoon 
prayers. His body lay in the streets for hours. Another 
priest was kidnapped on Wednesday in New Baghdad. 

Christians in the capital refuse to talk. At a 
church in Karada, a priest shooed away a McClatchy 
correspondent. Nearby, five black funeral banners 
graced with yellow crosses fluttered in the wind. · 

It's unclear when the Islamic State of Iraq, an in
surgent umbrella group that's dominated by al-Qaida 
in Iraq, began demanding that Christians either leave 
their neighborhoods or pay the tax. 

In apartment after ramshackle apartment, Iraqi 
Christians this week recounted the horror of being 
forced from their homes after demands for jieya -
or worse (McClatchy Newspapers, June 9, 2007). 

Pilfslltlrt rri6•a .. elliew 
• An Indiana University of Pennsylvania crimi

nology professor who wrote several articles about 
romance between faculty and students has been sued, 
along with the university, for allegedly derailing the 
doctoral degree of a student who spumed her ad
vances. 

Shane Sandridge, 34, of Indiana, claims in a fed
eral lawsuit that his doctoral supervisor, Jennifer L 
Gossett, "actively and covertly began placing road
blocks to divert Sandridge's progress in securing his 
doctoral dissertation" between 2002 to 2006 after 
he rejected her romantic advances. 

Gossett, 38, has written several published articles 
about consensual relationships between faculty and 
students, including "Love or the Lecherous Profes
sor," "You Can't Put a Rule Around People's Hearts" 
and "Consensual Relationships in Academia." 



For the 2001 article, "Love or the Lecherous Pro
fessor," published in Sociological Quarterly in 2001, 
Gossett and co-author Marcia Bellas, a sociology pro
fessor at the University of Cincinnati, interviewed 25 
professors, students and former students who had 
experienced consensual sexual relationships. 

"We found litde support for the lecherous pro
fessor stereotype based on our respondents' experi
ences," a sample of the article published online 
states. 

"Although most students and professors said they 
would enter into such a relationship again, most ad
vised others against doing so. Nearly all respondents 
thought consensual relationships were inappropriate 
in supervisory situations and they supported institu
tional policies that prohibit them in such circum
stances," the article states. 

But Sandridge claims in a civil lawsuit filed Mon
day in U.S. District Court in Pittsburgh his education 
was "derailed" after he repeatedly spurned Gossett. 

"Sandridge rebuffed the overtures and eventually 
finally rejected Gossett's romantic sexual advances. 
He refused to enter her home, refused to accompany 
her to social events, and advised her that he was not 
interested in a romantic relationship with her," the 
lawsuit states. 

Sandridge's academic performance was "excel
lent," the lawsuit states, with Sandridge earning Ns 
in statistics and methodology courses. 

But he claims in his 11-page lawsuit his educa
tion slowed to a standstill because "Gossett was de
liberately trying to punish Sandridge's rejections of 
her advances" (Wed., June 6, 2007). 

,. fllfd,., 

• A teaching assistant refused to listen to a child 
read a Harry Potter book because she believed its 
magic theme was against her Christian faith, a tribu
nal heard. 

Sariya Allan, 47, was disciplined by her employ
ers after she told a seven-year-old girl pupil "I don't 
do witchcraft in any form" and said she would be 
"cursed" by hearing the J .K. Row ling novel. 

Miss Allan, who quit her job on grounds of reli
gious discrimination, is now claiming around 
£50,000 damages from her former school. · 

She had been working in her £12,000-a-year job 
at Durand Primary School in Stockwell, South Lon
don, for nearly four years when she resigned in July 
2006. 

In her evidence to the hearing in Croydon, South 

London, she said that a girl brought in a Harry Potter 
book to read in February last year. She said: "I admit 
I said to the child that I don't do witchcraft in any 
form. 

"I said this because it is known that the subject of 
the Harry Potter books is white magic, the main 
character is a wizard who casts spells and uses the su
pernatural to triumph in various plots throughout 
the stories (News and Current Affairs, June 8, 2007). 

Sfnli,., or troolrM1 
• LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - The popular online 

dating service eHarmony was sued on Thursday for 
refusing to offer its services to gays, lesbians, and bi
sexuals. 

A lawsuit alleging discrimination based on sexual 
orientation was filed in Los Angeles Superior Court 
on behalf of Linda Carlson, who was denied access 
to eHarmony because she is gay. 

Lawyers bringing the action said they believed it 
was the first lawsuit of its kind against eHarmony, 
which has long rankled the gay community with its 
failure to offer a "men seeking men" or "women 
seeking women" option. 

They were seeking to make it a class action law
suit on behalf of gays and lesbians denied access to 
the dating service. 

Carlson, who lives in the San Francisco Bay area, 
tried to use the site's dating services in February 
2007. When she was denied access, she wrote to 
eHarmony· explaining its anti-gay policy was dis-
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criminatory under California law but the company 
refused to change it, according to the lawsuit. 

"Such outright discrimination is hurtful and dis
appointing for a business open to the public in this 
day and age," she said. 

..,1111'8 
• ~vidence is mounting that young children who 

spend significant periods of time in daycare while 
their parents work are more prone to developing ag
gressive and antisocial behaviour. 

A new study from the United States suggests that 
children who went to nursery during their pre
school years rather than staying at home were more 
likely to be disruptive once formal education began. 

The National Institute of Child Health and Hu
man Development has followed the progress and de
velopment of 1,300 children since 1991.1t concluded 
that the longer above 10 hours a week a child spent in 
group care, the more likely teachers were to report 
difficult behaviour once they started school. 

The findings are strikingly similar to the results 
of a recently published government-funded research 
project carried out by Oxf<?rd University and the In
stitute for Fiscal Studies. 

It concluded that children under the age of three 
who spend more than 35 hours a week at nursery 
show higher levels of antisocial behaviour than those 
spending less time in daycare. 

Media Matters 
• liome might say KYfX president and general 

manager Phil Hurley has decided to pull his station's 
news ratings out of 'the toilet by stepping into the 
gutter. 

The Tyler, Texas, CBS affiliate will premier its 
latest news anchor next week- Lauren Jones, an ac
tress, bikini model, and former World Wrestling En
tertainment wrestler with no journalism training or 
experience. 

While Hurley admits his decision to hire Jones 
will attract criticism, he sees it as a smart business 
move. 

"We think this will accelerate our growth and 
that people will see this as entrepreneurial," he told 
the Longview, Texas, News-Journal. 

Jones' 30-day contract is a tie-in with the new 
Fox reality show, "Anchorwoman," scheduled to 
broadcast in August. 

Fox is paying KYfX to film the five-episode "com
edy/reality hybrid" in its studios. KYTX news ranks 
behind the regional leader, KLTV (WorldNetDaily). 
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.. tapifol.ll 
• ;rhe Muslim congressman from Minnesota 

who used a Quran for his swearing-in ceremony now 
is associating with a Muslim group accused of fo
menting violence against Jews and Christians and ei
ther should distance himself or resign, say critics . 

Ellison also allowed his election supporters to 
shout, "Allahu Akbar!," the same phrase allegedly 
used by the 9/11 suicide pilots, and he has confirmed 
to reporters that "in terms of political agenda items, 
my faith informs these things." 

Regarding Ellison's speech last month at the Mus
lim American Society's annual conference in Minne
apolis, Joe Kaufman, founder of Americans Against 
Hate, warned, "This is of grave concern." 

ln. an article at FrontPage Magazine as well as in a 
news statement, Kaufman said: "Not only is it a con
flict of interest for a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives to participate with such groups, but it 
is, as well, an issue of national security. Those in posi
tions of power must demand an end to Keith Ellison's 
dangerous and bigoted associations. Either that or 
they must insist on his resignation" (WorldNetDaily, 
June 8, 2007). 

legalizi., .. .., 

• {House bill H.R. 1592 and Senate billS. 1105, 
United States Congress, would make negative state
ments concerning homosexuality, such as calling the 
practice of homosexuality a sin from the pulpit, a 
"hate crime" punishable by law. This dangerous legis
lation would take away your freedom of speech and 
your freedom of religion. 

The proposed law would make it a crime to 
teach on Romans Chapter 1 or 1 Corinthians Chap
ter 6, or even to discuss them in a Sunday School 
class. If churches and individuals want to keep the 
government from telling them what they can and 
cannot preach and teach about homosexuality, they 
had better get involved now! 

House bill H.R. 1592 and Senate bill S. 1105 
would make negative statements concerning homo
sexuality, such as calling the practice of homosexual
ity a sin from the pulpit, a "hate crime" punishable 
by law. This dangerous legislation would take away 
your freedom of speech and your freedom of reli
gion. Consider what has already happened: 

• A California lawsuit which is headed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court would make the use of the 
words "natural family," "marriage" and "union of a 
man and a woman" a "hate speech" crime in govern-



ment workplaces. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap
peals has already ruled in favor of the plaintiffs! 

• CNN and The Washington Post both reported 
that General Peter Pace, former chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, was fired because he publicly 
expressed moral opposition to homosexual behavior. 

l.esbi•• 
• NEW YORK - Four lesbians convicted of as

saulting a man who was stabbed after he made ad-

vances toward one of them were sentenced Thursday 
amid screams and weeping to prison terms ranging 
from 3 1/2 to 11 years. 

More than two dozen court officers ringed the 
courtroom as Manhattan state Supreme Court Jus
tice Edward McLaughlin pronounced the sentences, 
which were usually punctuated by a moan, a wail or 
a comment of disbelief. 

The judge made clear that he believed the 
women, ages 19 to 25 and all from N ewark, N.J., 
were guilty. He said a surveillance tape of the fight 
was "damning" and " I believe that but for the video
tape there would have been an acquittal." 

The judge sentenced Patreese Johnson, 20, to 11 
years in prison. Johnson admitted she had a knife 
and is seen on the videotape swinging it at the vic
tim, Dwayne Buckle, who has called the incident "a 
hate crime against a straight man." 

Renata Hill, 25, was sentenced to eight years by 
the judge, who said "she's seen re-instigating the 
event (fight) when it's over." He said that if it's true 
Buckle was stabbed in the second flare-up, "she bears 
some responsibility." 

The judge called Venice Brown, 19, "an aggres
sor who ran after the victim," and he sentenced her 
to five years in prison. He said the videotape showed 
her "punching and pulling" Buckle during the fight 
(The Associated Press, June 15, 2007). 

ll•ie4 ,,. 
• When the trooper saw the Ford Explorer drift

ing across Interstate 90 in Bellevue, he assumed it 
was yet another drunk driver. 

But when he walked up to the car at 1:20 a.m., 
he was greeted by a naked couple trying to stash an 
empty wine bottle, according to the State Patrol. 

The 20-year-old woman in the passenger seat 
quickly grabbed aT-shirt to cover up, but the 19-
year-old man driving didn't flinch, said State Patrol 
spokesman Jeff Merrill. They said they were driving 
back from Snoqualmie Falls. 

The trooper asked the couple to get dressed, and 

both took a sobriety test. Th e driver had a breath-al
cohol content of 0.08 percent, the State Patrol said, 
and was cited for drunken driving as a minor. 

He was also cited for embracing while driving, a 
misdemeanor. 

Merrill said it appears the couple were engaging 
in some sort of "physical act." 

"We don't see it very often," Merrill said of nude 
driving (Seattle Times). 

Pull Your trovsers Up 
• Call it the battle of the drooping drawers. 

Across the American South, a cry has gone out to ban 
sagging trousers that show the wearer's underwear. 
Bemused violators of the proposed law will be fined 
or end up in jail. 

Deep in Cajun country, the mayor of the Louisi
ana town of Delcambre is about to sign into law a 
proposal that will make it a crime to wear trousers 
that show underwear. "If you expose your private 
parts, you'll get a fine [of up to $500]," Mayor Carol 
Broussard said. Repeat offenders could land them
selves a six-month stretch in jail. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Patteraisla 

Question: For years I have been asking legalistic 
patternists to p~ovide the details of the pattern 

they say we are reqwred to follow. They are recalci
trant in refusing to do so. It is surely a reasonable re
quest. If there is a pattern which we must follow to 
be Christ's faithful church and to be saved, what are 
the details of it? (A.M.) 

Answer: I accept the classification "patternist" be 
1"'1. cause I believe there are patterns in Scripture 
that the Lord 'Yants us to follow. I am not, however, 
a legalistic patternist. For that matter, I am not a le
galistic anything. 

Legalism is the notion that we can save ourselves 
by our own doing, either by being correct enough (be
lieving all the right things) or good enough (doing all 
the right things) to be declared righteous oil that basis. 

We all have sinned. The good news of the gospel 
is that "Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:3 ). "He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree" (1 Pet. 2:24). "With his 
stripes we are healed" (lsa. 53:5). 

We are not required to be perfectly right or per
fectly righteous; we are required to be faithful. We 
are saved by grace through faith. 

Even those who eschew patterns and denounce 
patternism acknowledge there are patterns to be fol
lowed in scripture. It is almost universally understood 
that Christ is to be our pattern in conduct and atti
tudes. 

In this response I seek to address three prevailing 
mistakes regarding patterns: 1) attempts to bind pat
terns that scripture does not really require; 2) a vir
tually exclusive emphasis on a pattern for congrega
tional assemblies; and 3) denial that there is a pattern 
for what takes place in assembly. 

Inventing Pan.,.s 

Some see patterns where, I believe, there are none. 
For example, I see no binding pattern in Scripture 
for the use of only one container in the distribution 
of the fruit of the vine in the Lord's supper, or for 
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assembly that rules out Bible classes on Sunday 
mornings or small group Bible studies on Sunday 
nights. I do not believe there are patterns that make 
it sinful for a congregation to give money to some
one in need who is not a Christian, or to have a fel
lowship meal in the church building. 

Recently some have maintained that biblical pat
terns forbid responsive reading of Scripture, or sing
ing a hymn before or during the collection. 

Many think there are such patterns and some 
have formed virtually separate brotherhoods because 
of some of them. 

Space and time do not permit just now a biblical 
examination of those things and why I do not believe 
they are binding. I respect the convictions of those 
who hold that they are, and I appreciate those who 
while holding those convictions, maintain a kindl; 
spirit and a willingness to have friendly association 
with those who differ with them on such matters. 

The point here is that it is not necessary to deny 
that there are patterns in Scripture regarding accept
able work and worship in order to recognize that 
some claimed patterns are not binding. 

Undoubtedly some will doubt the validity of 
some of the patterns I think I see, just as I doubt the 
validity of those I just mentioned. But in the final 
analysis, a pattern is not binding because I think it is, 
and something else in Scripture is not incidental and 
nonbinding because someone else thinks that way. 

A well-known quote from the early days of the 
restoration movement reads, 

Although inferences and deductions from 
Scripture premises, when fairly inferred, 
may be truly called the doctrine of God's 
holy word, yet they are not formally bind
ing upon the consciences of Christians far
ther than they perceive the connection and 
evidently see they are so; for their faith 
must not stand in the wisdom of men but 
in the power and veracity of God (Th~mas 
Campbell, Declaration and Address). 

That is necessarily so, unless one is willing to 
turn authority over his or her faith to a preacher~ 



editor or other human authority. We ought to per
suade, warn and admonish those we perceive to be 
mistaken, but we have no power to force anyone to 
believe or to enforce conformity to our viewpoints. ......... , .. 
When an appeal to biblical patterns is almost exclu
sively related to patterns for assemblies and to such 
things as congregational organization and activity, it 
can cause hearers to mistakenly conclude that those 
are the only, or at least the primary, things about 
which the Lord is concerned. 

Jesus' judgment scenes focus on how his disciples 
are to minister to the needy. The Sermon on the 
Mount gives primary emphasis to character, motiva
tion and recognition of our dependance on the Lord 
more than on ourselves. His parables remind us that 
we are to be a neighbor to anyone in need and to be 
glad and rejoice when sinners respond and repent. 

When the New Testament writers come to the 
"How Shall We Then Live" part of their epistles (see 
for example, Rom. 12-14; Eph. 4-6; Col. 3-4), they do 
not focus primarily on assemblies and congregational 
programs. Their focus is on everyday life. They em
phasize morality, integrity and a caring spirit. 

The setting of the patterns for our lives in Christ 
is home (husband/wife, parents/children) and work
place (master/servant or employer/employee). The 
pattern includes fidelity to one's spouse and fair 
treatment and honesty in the work place. 

In congregational life it emphasizes acceptance 
of the weak because Christ accepted us when we 
were weak. 

It regulates our speech, forbidding lies, slander, 
obscene or corrupting talk and unsuitable jesting, 
calling instead for grace-filled conversation, words 
seasoned with salt, that encourage and edify the 
hearers. 

It centers on attitudes, on putting away strife, 
bitterness and malice, and putting on kindness, ten
derheartedness and a forgiving spirit. 

To neglect this aspect of the biblical pattern is to 
give ammunition to those who think patterns are ir
relevant to Christian life and ignores what the Bible 
primarily emphasizes. 

Some brethren in a tight-knit circle of fellowship 
including only those who agree completely with 
them on a particular set of issues seem to overlook 
continued blatant dishonesty and immorality within 
their number as long as the perpetrators are "sound" 
on the issues. 

Surely no one actually teaches that it does not 
matter how people behave as long as their doctrine is 
correct, but hearers can get that idea when the life
style aspect of the biblical pattern is not emphasized 
along with other aspects deemed "doctrinal." 

I Pallera f• lss_.ly 
Those who reject what they call "patternism" are 
usually rejecting specific aspects of a pattern for con
gregational assemblies that have been taught and 
practiced by churches of Christ through the years. 

Is there a New Testament pattern for our assem
blies? Is there anything in the Bible that indicates what 
God will be pleased with as we gather to worship him 
and edify one another, or is anything we choose to do 
that excites us and makes us feel good acceptable as an 
assembly activity? Is it ever important to ask concern
ing what we engage in as worship in our assemblies, 
"Is this biblical?" Should we ever wonder whether 
what we are about to do can be demonstrated from 
Scripture to be acceptable to God? 

Again, a quotation from a pioneer in the early 
days of the attempt in America to restore apostolic 
practices: 

Those, then, who contend that there is no 
divinely authorized order of christian wor
ship in christian assemblies, do at the same 
time, and must inevitably maintain, that 
there is no disorder, no error, no innovation, 
no transgression in the worship of the 
christian church - no, nor ever can be (Al
exander Campbell, "A Restoration of the 
Ancient Order of Things-V," Christian Bap
tist, Vol. 2, pp. 240-241). 

Nothing can be wrong unless something right is 
specified against which to evaluate it. 

There is a New Testament doctrine of assembly. 
We are commanded not to neglect the assemblies 
because we need the stirring up and encouragement 
given and received in those assemblies (Heb. 10:24-
25). 

The fullest apostolic direction for the conduct of 
these assemblies is found in the first epistle to the 
Corinthians. 

"Assembly language" begins at 1 Corinthians 
11: 17 where Paul begins to correct the Corinthians' 
behavior regarding the Lord's supper. Note how of
ten "when you come together" is mentioned: 

But in the following instructions I do not 
commend you, because when you come to
gether it is not for the better but for the 
worse. For, in the first place, when you 
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come together as a church, I hear that there 
are divisions among you. And I believe it in 
part, for there must be factions among you 
in order that those who are genuine among 
you may be recognized. When you come to
gether, it is not the Lord's supper that you 
eat (1 Cor. 11:17-20) 

This tells us the Lord's Supper belongs in the as
sembly. 

The Corinthians had so desecrated the supper in 
their factionalism that they no longer could be said 
to come together for that purpose. The obvious im
plication, however, is that they were supposed to be 
coming together to eat the Lord's Supper. That 
agrees with the practice of the church at Troas who, 
also acting under apostolic direction, "on the first 
day of the week ... gathered together to break bread" 
(Acts 20: 7). 

Some, rejecting the concept of restoration, ask, 
"Which New Testament church should we attempt 
to restore? Corinth with its desecration of the Lord's 
supper,, etc.? Obviously the restoration plea is to re
store as fully as possible the church as the apostles 
and prophets were calling it to be. The Corinthian 
church, not as it was with its human frailties, but as it 
should be and would be when and if it fully adopted 
the apostle's corrections, is to be our model. 

· In the remainder of the eleventh chapter, Paul 
quotes Jesus' words in instituting the supper, just as 
Matthew, Mark and Luke recorded them, reminding 
us that the purpose of the supper was to be a memo
rial of the body and blood of the Lord. Meals to sat
isfy our hunger are to be eaten, he said, "at home" (1 
Cor. 11:24, compare v. 22) .. 

Since they often met in their homes, the direc
tion does not seem to be in what facility they are to 
eat, but rather "not in the assembly., Contrary to 
what some are maintaining in current popular books 
about the Lord's Supper, it seems to me that taking 
the Lord's Supper as part of a fellowship (common) 
meal is what Paul is here rejecting. Meals for fellow
ship are good, and authorized, but are not to be part 
of the assembly or the Lord's Supper. 

The topic following the Lord's Supper in 1 
Corinthians is the use and abuse of spiritual gifts. 1 
Corinthians 14 returns to the topic of the assembly: 
when "the whole church comes together" (v. 23); 
"when you come together" (v. 26). 

1 Corinthians 14 contains instruction dealing 
with miraculous spiritual gifts, especially tongues 
and prophecy. These are no longer part of the expe-
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rience of the present day church and some have sug
gested that the instructions in this chapter are for a 
special assembly called for the exercise of those gifts 
and are therefore not applicable to our assemblies. 
However, it is more likely that those gifts would be 
exercised whenever and wherever those who pos
sessed them gathered, and that 1 Corinthians 14 ad
dresses conduct in a regular assembly of the church. 

Again, it is a "come together" (assembly) chapter. 
Teaching, preaching, prophesying (inspired 

teaching) took place in the assembly (1 Cor. 14:3, 
19), as it did when Paul preached to the church in 
Troas when they had assembled for the breaking of 
bread (Acts 20:7). 

Prayer also took place in the assembly (1 Cor. 
14: 15). Prayers are to be offered in intelligible lan
guage so all who are present can say "Amen" to what 
the leader says, thus making it their own prayer 
(1 Cor. 14: 16). 

They sang in the assembly (1 Cor. 14:15, 26). 
Throughout the whole section a point is made 

that some things perfectly all right within themselves 
are not appropriate in the assembly. 

The regular meal for the satisfaction of hunger 
does not belong in the assembly (1 Cor. 11:3). 

Tongues, though at that time a genuine gift of the 
Holy Spirit, were not to be spoken in the assembly 
unless there was an interpreter, and then no more 
than two or three were to speak (1 Cor. 14:28). 

Women, who are. certainly permitted to speak in 
most places and under most circumstances, were not 
permitted to speak in the assemblies [during the 
preaching portion of the service] (1 Cor. 14:34). 

The apostle is at pains to remind us that his in
structions are not just the venting of his opinions. He 
says, "If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiri
tual, he should" acknowledge that the things I am 
writing to you are a command of the Lord" (1 Cor .. 
14:37). 

Following the discussion of the assembly in 1 
Corinthians 14, the next topic in the epistle is the res
urrection (ch. 15). That is immediately followed by a 
commandment about a collection. "Now concerning 
the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches 
of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of 
every week, each of you is to put something aside and 
store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no 
collecting when I come" (1 Cor. 16:1-2). 

This was a specific collection for a particular pur
pose. Paul wanted the Gentile churches to help the 
Jewish church in Judea, to assist them in their time 



of want and hunger, but also to help solidify the 
bond between the Gentile and Jewish churches. 

Some think this is telling Christians to lay up 
something at home, but that does not fit the context. 
If all laid aside their gift at home, there would still 
have to be a collection when Paul got to Corinth, the 
very thing he was saying he wanted to avoid. 

The word "collection" (Greek, logeia) seems to 
refer only to public collections, not to a private activ
ity (Everett Ferguson, The Church of Christ: A Bibli
cal Ecclesiology for Today, Eerdmans, 1996, p. 240). 
This is strengthened by the fact that Paul urges them 
to "complete" the collection they had started (2 Cor. 
8:6). This implies there was an already collected and 
known amount that fell short. 

It also makes little sense to specify a particular day 
for adding to a fund at each home. The likely reason (I 
am tempted to say the obvious reason) for specifying 
a day, particularly the first day of the week, the Lord's 
day, the day on which Christ rose from the dead, is 
because they were assembling on that day. That was 
therefore the logical occasion on which to contribute 
to a fund, which, in this case, would ultimately be 
delivered by Paul to the Jewish saints. 

That indicates that the occasion when the whole 
Corinthian church came together to partake of the 
Lord's supper was on the first day of the week, just 
like in Troas. 

This was not just a command for the Corinthian 
church. The churches of Galatia and Macedonia had 
received the same charge. 

More "pattern" than the text warrants may 
sometimes be made out of this text. It is surely not an 
exclusive pattern for Sunday as the only time gifts 
can be given. The Bible makes it clear we are to give 
whenever there is a need and an opportunity. If a 
neighbor is in need on Monday, or if a missionary 
stops by for midweek Bible classes, we are to help as 
we have opportunity. 

It is surely not a pattern saying gifts collected on 
Sundays can only be given to Jewish saints. Recog
nizing that, congregations of almost all persuasions 
use such collections for preacher and missionary sup
port and for building and grounds upkeep, as well as 
for benevolence. 

Since it was commanded, and a particular day 
chosen, when a congregation identifies its needs, an 
apostolically approved way to meet those needs is by 
a first day of the week contribution. At Corinth, Ga
latia and Macedonia the contribution was in the as
sembly. 

In the assembly, then, under apostolic dire-;:tion, 
there was the Lord's Supper, preaching, prayer, sing
ing and a collection to meet identified needs. 

Some things, not wrong in themselves, were nev
ertheless not to be a part of the assembly. These in
cluded a meal for the satisfaction of hunger, tongue 
speakers, and women preaching. 

What if a congregation should come together on 
Sunday morning and all dance until evening to ex
press their joy, and when they had exhausted them
selves in dance, went home? What if another group 
assembles to listen to a symphony orchestra? What if 
another burns scented candles? What if a Native 
American congregation smokes a peace pipe as an act 
of spiritual worship to the Creator? Are any or all of 
these acceptable activities for the assembly? Will any 
of these be a "fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable 
and pleasing to God" (Phil. 4: 18). 

Is there any kind of direction or pattern for the 
assembly of which these things are not a part? May 
anyone, indeed, do whatever is right in his or her 
own eyes, and God is expected to be pleased with it, 
whether or not he has given even the slightest indica
tion that he desires these things? 

Does Uzziah's being struck with leprosy for of
fering incense which only priests were authorized to 
offer (2 Chron. 26:16-21) have anything at all to say 
about these things? 

Is Nadab and Abihu's destruction by fire because 
they "offered unauthorized fire which the Lord had 
not commanded them" (Lev. 10: 1-2) completely ir
relevant to these issues, because we have heard it so 
many times it has become old hat? 
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Old Testament temple worship was sense ori
ented, from the burning of incense to the searing of 
flesh and fat and skin on the altar, to the music of or
chestra and choirs. It, symbolized by circumcision, 
was called worship according to the flesh, while the 
New Testament worship is to be in spirit (Phil. 3:3). 
The Old Testament ordinances of worship were 
types and shadows; the True, the Reality, was still to 
come. New Testam~nt worship is in truth. 

The writer of Hebrews draws the contrast: 
Do not be led away by diverse and strange 
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 
have not benefited those devoted to them. 
We have an altar from which those who 
serve the tent have no right to eat. For the 
bodies of those animals whose blood is 
brought into the holy places by the high 
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned out
side the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside 
the gate in order to sanctify the people 
through his own blood . • • . Through him 
then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to 
do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God (Heb. 
13:9-12, 15-16). 

In contrast with the incense and orchestra, we of
fer the fruit of our lips as our sacrifice of praise. In 
contrast with the burnt offerings of animals, we lay 
our own bodies on the altar as a living sacrifice as we 
do good and share with others. We worship in spirit 
and truth and not in flesh and shadow. 
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PatteraU.-.IIelaU.. 
The patterns identified in this column are not au
thoritative because I have identified and spelled 
them out. The New Testament is the only full state
ment and the only authoritative statement of our 
pattern. 

What God has bound is bound on each of us, 
whether we are aware of it or not. However, I do not 
have the authority to bind anything on anyone. I 
have pointed to some of what I believe Scripture tells 
us is the will of God. You have to look at the evi
dence of scripture and decide for yourself what is 
true and what you will do with it. 

The existence of a divinely authorized pattern 
for worship, or for other matters which we have not 
touched on, does not deny the gospel of grace. 

None of us is perfect, either in our actions or in 
our understandings. Some are further along in the 
maturing process than others. Some have had more 
opportunities to learn than others. 

We are saved by the sacrifice of Christ through 
our faith in him [which includes obedience to Bible 
commands and requirements - to save faith must 
live and to live faith must obey (James 2:14-26)]. 

However, such patterns for life and conduct, in 
the assembly and outside of it, tell us how our Lord 
would have us to live. When we recognize that he 
has saved us by his death, when we believe that 
Scripture is his own revelation of himself and his 
will, and when in gratitude we search the Scripture 
for his will for us, all because we want to please the 
one who died for us, that is not legalism. 

It is faith working through love. . 
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The Ten Commandments 
and the Sabbath 

By Albert Gardner 

W en God brought the J ews out o f Egyp t, 
he spoke the Ten Commandments to 
them, which Moses recorded in Exodus 

20:1-17. Moses restated the law in Deuteronomy 5. 
"Moses called a ll Israel and said unto them, Hear, 0 
Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in 
your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, 
and do them. The Lord our God made a covenant 
with us in Horeb. The Lord made not this covenant 
with our fathe rs, bur wi rh us, even us, who are all of 
us alive this day" (Deut. 5:1-3). 

Notice 1) He called Israel 2) God made this cov
enant with them 3) H e gave it at Horeb, which is 
also called Mt. Sinai. This means the Ten Command
ments were given to the Jews and were never given 
to Gentiles. Gentil es were never in Egyptian bond
age, nor given a law at Horeb. 

The Ten Commandments, along with the entire 
Jewish law were taken away at the cross. "Blotting 
out the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing ir to his cross" (Col. 2:14). The o nly 
"handwriting" of God that we know anything about 
is on the cables of stone. "And he gave unto Moses, 
when he had made an end of communing with him 
upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of 

stone, written with the finger o f God" (Exod. 
31: 18). Jesus nailed this writing to the cross, which 
is figurative for abrogating it. 

In view of this, what is the meaning of Matthew 
5: 17-18? "Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but 
fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise pass from 
the law ti ll a ll be fulfilled." H e does not say the law 
will last as long as heaven and earth. 

Jesus is the only one who could perfectl y keep 
the law, and therefore, by his obedi ence, fulfilled it 
(See H eb. 5 :8-9). He did not come to remove it by 
force but to fulfill it. Until he fulfilled it, no part of 
the law would he remove, but when fulfilled, all of it 
wou ld be taken away. "H aving abolished in his flesh 
the enmi ty, even the law of commandments con
tained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain 
one new man, so making peace" (Eph. 2: 15). 

If the Ten Commandments are still in force and 
are to be observed by people today, it is obvious that 
the fourth command to remember the Sabbath is to be 
kept. The claim is made that the Ten Commandments 
are the moral law which existed .from the beginning 
and will continue till the end of time. However, the 
fourth command to remember the Sabbath is not a 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Truth 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T here are two ways to spell truth . . . 
"truth" and "Truth." Spelled with a low
ercase "t" it is generally regarded to. 

mean "what most people think." Spelled with a 
capital "T" it means God ... for God is truth. 
Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the . 
life." Uohn 14:6). · 

Jehovah in renewing his covenant' w ith Is- · 
rae! at Horeb in Sinai descended in a cloud to 
the place where Moses was and proclaimed his 
name and his nature. 

•
~; ·- .. • . 'f:1 

,... . ... 

... · ·~~· .--
:~.-.·. . ·\·~· \ . . . .. 

· · - t 

Moses stood by and YHWH came down and proclaimed: 
"Jehovah! " 
"Jehovah!" 
" [A] God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant 

in lovingkindness and truth" (Exod. 34:6). 
In proclaiming himself, God used the unpronounceable four 

Hebrew letters called "the Tetregrammaton" (YHWH), which the 
Jews feared as too sacred for human lips. They w_ould not speak 
the word. 

In English we pronounce it Jehovah, or Yahweh. 
God himself, on this hallowed occasion spoke the word not 

once, but twice, which must have made Moses, ·o~ce again, "fear 
and quake." 

YHWH is (1) merciful (2) gracious, (3) slo.w to anger, (4) 
abundant in lovingkindness, and (5) truth. · 

The primary emphasis is ever and always upon God's good
ness and grace. He is a Mighty Being - supernatural - who de
lights to bless and to forgive. Wiping the slate clean is God's high
est joy. It is for this reason that he sent his unique son to take away 
the sins of the world. 

Still, we must not deceive ourselves and suppose that the God 
who made us is incapable of punishing. He is able to save a man in 

1 The original agreement had been shattered by Israel's fai thlessness. While Moses was 40 
days on the mount receiving rhe law rhe people at the base of the mountain had engaged 
in a rel igious orgy - a shameful, naked display of gross immorality. When Moses saw 
what they were doing, in total disgust, he cast down rhe two rabies of stone and shattered 
them. Violation of God's law breaks his covenant. For several days, Jehovah considered 
and re-considered rhe fate of Israel. Afrer making solemn threats and d istancing himself 
from the wicked people, Jehovah called Moses ro the rop of "the mount of God" in the 
Sinai Peninsula to renew the covenant. 



a den of lions, but is also able of destroying both "soul and body in 
hell" (Matt. 10:28). 

Don't ever forget that! 
The goodness of God does not mitigate his wrath. He will one 

day "trample out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are 
stored." Even Shiloh comes wearing garments sprinkled with 
blood (Rev. 19:13). 

• "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowl
edge of the t~uth, there remaineth no more a sacrifice for sins," 

• "but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierce
ness of fire which shall devour the adversaries." 

• ''A man· that hath set at nought Moses' law dieth without 
compassion on the word of two or three witnesses:" 

• "of how much sorer punishment, think ye, shall he be judged 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an 
unholy thing~. ~d hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?" 

• "For we know him that said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense. And again, The Lord shall judge his people." 

• "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. "2 

YHWH! 
YHWH! 
When the God of heaven and earth pronounced his holy name 

twice over Moses and proclaimed He is a God of grace, and love, 
he did not stop until he also said, "visiting the iniquity of the fa
thers upon the children, and upon the children's children, upon 
the third and upon the fourth generation." 

Jehovah's holiness is perfect; his justice is keen. The innocent 
children of the rebellious suffer for several generations. They are 
not guilty of the patriarch's iniquity, but must suffer the conse
quence of his rebellion to God. 3 

Jehovah is a loving God who is fully capable of punishing all 
evildoers to an unusual extent, casting body and soul into hell. 

God is not toothless. 
"For our God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:29). 
At his renewal of a shattered covenant, Jehovah proclaimed 

himself to be a God of truth ... God is truth, for God is light, and 
in him is no darkness, "neither shadow that is cast by turning." 

Well, ifYHWH is truth ... then, don't mess with truth. 
Jesus is truth ... then, honor truth in the only way truth can be 

honored - by acceptance and obedience. 
Truth is one. Untruth is liberal. 4 

1 If you need a reference for this quote, then I am appalled by your Bible ignorance. 
3 When gainsayers of truth today mock God and deny his holy scriptures, they bring down 
on the heads of their children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grand
children a storm of fire and brimstone. Every agent seeking to change divine ordinances 
should soberly ponder this consequence of his deliberate treachery. Think of what you are 
doing to you kids. 
4 Untruth means wide, broad, no limits, and diversified. Liberal means exactly the same 
thing. Truth is narrow, untruth is broad (see Matt. 7:13) 
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The unthinking are embarrassed by the narrow
ness of truth. Truth, in its very nature, can be only 
one way, and all else is false (untruth5). The inescap
able truth is - if we do not hear the words of Jesus, 
we are children of the devil, in whom is no truth. As 
jehovah is absolute truth, so also is the devil absolute 
falsehood -:- a liar and the father thereof (see John 
8:43-45). 

If a given thing is true, than all else is false. If a 
thing is true, everything else is not true. The logician 
would say that if something is "A" then everything 
else is non-A. The "A" is restricted and limited, and 
"non-.N' is unrestricted and unlimited. So, if "A" is 
truth, then B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, 0, P, 
Q ... and all other letters down to Z are false - that 
is, non-A. You are either A or you are not. If you are 
A, then you are narrow; if you are non-A, then you 
are liberal. 

Pretty spiffy (stylish or modem), eh? It is as up
to-date as you can get to say that truth is one and un
truth is liberal. 

The liberals who are among us I exhort "Recog
nize your deceit and turn from it." 

Instead, liberals, generally, are embarrassed to 
think that a given thing can only be one way. 

If baptism is burial and resurrection, then sprin
kling is not baptism 

If baptism is to wash away sins, then sins are not 
washed away by faith only. 

If only singing is authorized in worship of God, 
then using instrumental music in worship of God is 
sin. 

If the Lord's Supper is observed at an assembly of 
all the saints on the first day of the week, then it is 
not to be observed on Saturday ... or Thursday. 

If the saved are "in" Christ, then there are no 
saved "outside" of Christ. 

If we are baptized into Christ, then the unbap
tized are not in Christ. 

We could go on down the list and mention every
thing Holy Writ makes necessary to service of God 
and obedience to his revealed will, and conclude that 
all else - everything that is non-A - is false. 

Some folks would croak on this. It would embar
rass them to tears . . . and they would feel disgraced 
before their denominational friends to say that truth 
is absolute and therefore cannot be anything, every
thing, or nothing. 

It is sad that in our generation the popular view 
is multifarious. Nothing is sacred. Nothing is single. 
Nothing is exclusive. 

Everything is true and nothing is false. 
If this is so, then there is no wrong, and all is 

right. It is wicked to condemn anything and pure to 
approve everything. 

Sin is not sin! Hallelujah, everybody is saved and 
nobody is lost. 

Universal salvation is reality and it is death to say, 
or think that anything is wrong. 

Well, what about truth? 
Is it narrow? 
Is it liberal? 
Does it exist? 
We cannot be saved by untruth? 
More meaningful, is anything wrong? 
If nothing is wrong, then everything is right. 
If "ye shall know the truth and the truth shall 

make you free" is true, then is everything not in
cluded in Bible truth false? 

But how can anything be false, if everything is 
true? 

"0, what a tangled web we weave ... " 

Conclusion 
Coming full circle, we once again insist that truth is 
absolute and powerful. God is truth. Jesus is truth. 
The Bible is truth. Everything else is false- deliber
ately deceptive. 

Long years ago, a noble creature of God con
cluded truth cannot be gainsaid. He lived in the year 
of our Lord 1372-1415. His name was Jon Hus •.. 
his followers were known as the Hussites. He loved 
truth and was therefore opposed to all non-truth. 
Jon Hus was forced by his convictions to conclude 
that the Holy Roman Apostolic Church is fundamen
tally evil. He stood for truth and against untruth. 

In the introduction of his book, On the Church, 
the courageous Jon Hus said: 

"Seek Truth 
"Hear Truth 
"Learn Truth 
"Love Truth 
"Adhere to Truth 
"Defend Truth unto death" 

Most of us would be inclined to say, Amen! 
But wait. 

5 Synonyms for "untruth" are: falsehood, fiction, fabrication, deceit, story, tale, fib- see john 8:43-45 
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1 on Hus was condemned ... chained to a stake ... 
had firewood piled up to his chin, had pitch poured 
over him ... and burned to death. 

Now, how does seek, hear, learn, love, adhere to, 
and defend truth sound? 

If you are in the position of being chained to a 
stake, wood piled around you, covered with pitch, 
and burned to death, or relieved by acceding to er
ror, what would you do? 

"Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." 

""I am the truth ... no one comes to the Father 
but by me." 

"Seeing you have purified your hearts by the 
truth." 

If professing believers today are so feeble in faith 
that they will not state Bible truth in understandable 
language, if the frown of society freezes them to si
lence, then what would they do in the face of sword, 
or fire. If peopl_e. calling themselves disciples of 
Christ deny the Bible ... its inerrancy ... its authority 
... because they crave popularity, they are not and 
can never be "faithful unto death." 

Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 
Were still in heart and conscience free; 
How sweet would be their children's fate, 
If we, like them, could die for thee. 
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The Ten Commandments 
and the Sabbath 
(continued from page 1) 

moral law but is a positive divine command sur
rounded by moral commands. The early church did 
not observe the Saturday Sabbath but worshiped on 
the first day of the week. This was in keeping with 
prophecy. 

"The stone which the builders refused is become 
the head st<;>ne of the corner. This is the Lord's do
ing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day which 
the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it" (Ps. 118:22-24). These verses obviously apply 
only to Jesus Christ. 

Mter healing a man at the Beautiful gate of the 
temple, Peter preached the second recorded gospel 
sermon. The Sadducees did not like what he said 
about the resurrection, and they put Peter and John 
in jail overnight. The high priest and others asked, 
"by what power, or by what name" the man was 
healed. Peter said it was done by "the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole. This is the stone which 
was set at nought of you builders, which is become 
the head of. the corner" (Acts 4: 10-11). 

Jesus became the head stone of the corner when 
he was raised from the dead. He was raised on the 
first day of the week. "Now when Jesus was raised 
early the first day of the week, he appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven 
devils" (Mark 16:9). 

Notice Psalm 118:24. "This is the day which the 
Lord hath made." This is the day. What day? The day 
he became the head stone of the corner, the resurrec
tion day, which is the first day ... this is the day the 
Lord has made (appointed). It is the Lord's day. What 
day is that? It is the first day that is the Lord's Day. 

The first-century church was under the direction 
of apostles who guided them by inspiration to wor
ship on the first day of the week. ''And upon the first 
day of the week, when the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to de
part on the morrow; and continued his speech until 
midnight" (Acts 20:7). 

"Upon the first day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
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thattherebenogatheringwhenlcome" (1 Cor.16:2). 
"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard 

behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet" (Rev. 1: 1 0). 
Who changed sabbath observance to worship on 

the first day? Not a pope, nor Constantine, nor any 
other man.· It was in the plan of God, which plan 
David revealed. 

Paul clearly identifies the Ten Commandments in 
2 Corinthians 3:7, and says they are to be done away. 
"But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children 
of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of 
Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory 
was to be done away." The next verses make a con-

trast between the law and the gospel. Notice verse 
11. "For if that which is done away was glorious, 
much more that which remaineth is glorious." In 
verse seven, the law written on stones was "glori-:
ous." Verse 11 says that which was "glorious" is 
done away. 1) Ten Commandments were written on 
stone 2) They are said to be glorious 3) That which 
was glorious is done away. 

Under the Christian age we are not free to kill, 
lie, steal, or commit adultery, because nine of the ten 
commands are included in the gospel (Rom. 13:8-9), 
either directly or by positive statement. 

P.O. Box 146 
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Are These Scriptural? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

Here are some questions that deserved to be 
answered: 
1. As a part of worship, there was a "praise 

team" or choir. Why is this not contrary to Coloss
ians 3:16? 

2. Can the church of the New Testament spon
sor an interdenominational event? A Baptist girl was 
"impressed by the number of different churches that 
came out to support the event." "A men's community 
prayer breakfast in which city, community and 
church leaders" were invited. The daily newspaper, 
in several articles about the event, referred to it as 
interdenominational. A member of the church com
mented it was a "great show" that involved "our 
whole community, not just one church." 

3. Is one a faithful gospel preacher who desires to 
have fellowship in the church if he asks one, "Do you 
believe in Jesus, and do you accept him as Lord, and if 
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you do, you can be a member of our church." This is 
a quote from one of the preachers of the "purpose" 
event at another event. He also states that the church 
where he preached participated in the Billy Graham 
meeting. He called it a "tremendous event." 

Relevant Questions 
1. Was the invitation to come to Jesus extended 

according to Acts 2:38 and Mark 16:16? 
2. If people claimed salvation by faith only in 

Jesus, what denomination did they choose? 
3. Did denominational preachers conduct the ser

vices? 
4. Is this service a prelude to becoming a commu

nity church and therefore, severing all ties with 
churches of Christ? 

5. Was this event a way to declare that the church 
is a denomination among denominations? 

6. Why not include Muslims, Adventists, Mor
mons, Catholics, Pentecostals, and hundreds of 
others in the community fellowship service? 

7. Was Christ's one church exalted? 
8. How can it be justified to invite false teachers to 

be featured speakers? (See 2 John 10-11). 
9. How many denominational people were con

verted? 
3 72 E. Mill Rd. 
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Men Fly, and Birds Walk 
By Ralph Hunter 

One Lord's day morning several years ago, as 
I was leaving my house to attend worship 
services, I saw a hot air balloon drifting 

very slowly toward me. I watched for a long while, 
and as I was watching the pilot of the craft make the 
balloon rise and descend, looking for the wind cur
rents to direct his path, a family of little birds made 
their way down the road that passed by the side of 
my home. The mother and father birds were making 
a well-known cry as they tried to keep the three 
chicks together. The curbing was high enough to 
keep the little birds from getting into the empty field 
of grass to hide. 

As I walked toward one of the little birds, I saw 
that they were just babies, not yet able to fly. I was 
able to walk up to one of the chicks and pick it up. A 
passage from God's word came to mind; "Behold the 
fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns; yet our heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are you not much greater than they? 
(Matt. 6:26). And another passage I thought about; 
"Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one 
of them shall not fall on the ground without your Fa
ther. But the very hairs of your head are all num
bered. Fear not therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows" (Matt. 10:29 -31). 

I looked up again and in the beautiful, still morn
ing sky, clean and fresh, the man riding under the 
brightly colored balloon called down, "Good morn
ing, a beautiful day isn't it?" And it was. Our Father 
in heaven who made the world and all that is in it 
was in control. Even when man was flying, and birds 
were walking. 

As I picked up the little bird, the mother bird 
flew close by, then landed not far away and, as if 
wounded, fluttered on the ground ... her way of try
ing to protect her young, because she cared. 

The God of heaven saw the little walking bird 
and he saw the flying man: and he cared. He sees 
those of us that are in danger (eternal danger), and 
he sees those of us that are free (from the guilt of sin 
by the blood of his Son), and he cares (1 John 2:1-2; 
Eph. 3:20; Heb. 13:5b). 

In our world of turmoil, financial uncertainty, 

nations at war, new and strange diseases that appear 
on a regu~ar basis, our own society that grows more 
violent and ungodly with each passing generation we 
are often brought to the point of asking, "Does the 
Lord really care?" or "Is he in control?" Perhaps we 
need to remember the words of Christ recorded in 
Matthew 24:35, "Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but my words shall not pass away." Yes there are 
many wicked events, and yes there are wicked 
people among us, but that does not make void the 
promise of our God. 

Read carefully the words of John in Revelation 
2:10, "Fear none of these things which thou shall 
suffer: behold the devil shall cast some of you in 
prison, that ye may be tried; and you shall have 
tribulation ten days: be faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life." 

And Paul's words, "We are more than conquer
ors through Him that loved us," as he wrote to the 
church in Rome (Rom. 8:37). 

Does our Lord have control? Is his word and will 
still the omnipotent source in his creation? Without a 
doubt! 

Evil in whatever form or fashion in an individual, 
a society, or a government is notated in the books 
God keeps. 

And I saw the dead , the great and the small, 
standing before the throne; and books were 
opened: and ~nother book was opened, which 
is the book of life: and the dead were judged 
out of the things which were written in the 
books, according to their works (Rev. 20:12). 

Each one of us at the Day of Judgment must give 
answer to "God. In the same manner, his word has 
declared that those who put their trust in Christ and 
his sacrifice and love his appearing, shall be given a 
crown of life (see 2 Tim. 4:8). 

So also, that man flying in the balloon returned 
to the earth to walk, and the little bird that was walk
ing soon grew feathers so that it could fly, and every 
thing was soon back as we think it should be. But re
member - even when men fly, and birds walk, God 
· · 11 P.O. 690192 
IS In contro · Houston, TX 77269-0912 
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Jesus Movement 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

Christianity was begun by Jesus, so why is it 
not called, "the Jesus movement?" 
Movements are normally referred to by the 

person who began that movement, such as: 
Lutheranism, Mohammadism, or Calvinism, or by the 
main theme of that movement, such as: Methodism, 
Mormonism, of Pentecostalism. 

"The Stone/Campbell Movement" is a popular 
designation for those who claim to follow Jesus as 
their only teacher, but are less than enthusiastic about 
the restoration appeal. 

Is the reason they do this an effort to avoid rec
ognizing members of the restoration movement as le
gitimate followers of Christ and to identify them to a 
greater degree with Barton W. Stone and Alexander 
Campbell than with Jesus,· as the originator of their 
faith and practice? 

The Situation 
Very few members of the churches of Christ know 
who Stone and Campbell are and an even smaller 
number know what they taught or believed. Those 
who have heard of them usually only know that they 
challenged people to follow Jesus' teaching as re
vealed in the Bible instead of the creeds and tradi
tions of men. 

Perhaps some Christians of past generations have 
read some of the writings of Stone and Campbell, 
but almost none of the younger generation is familiar 
with what they wrote and besides this, they are not 
concerned with what they taught. Those who accuse 
them of being heirs of the Stone/Campbell move
ment are unfair to them for they know little or noth
ing about Stone and Campbell. Instead, the Bible has 
influenced them. Just because they agree with them 
in certain matters does not mean that they have ar
rived at the same conclusion based on what they 
taught. Their agreement is only because they have 
learned from the same source, the Bible. 

Since most members of the churches of Christ 
have an independent spirit, they neither study the 
teaching of Stone and Campbell nor try to under
stand the Bible through what they taught. They dif
fer from those in other religious movements who 
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seek to understand the Bible according to the creeds, 
handbooks, manuals, and catechisms of the leaders 
of those religious groups. 

The Goal 
The goal of the majority of those who are within 

the churches of Christ is to be members of a Jesus' 
movement, a movement that started with him, not 
with a movement that started with Stone and Camp
bell. The reason this is true is that Jesus is the author, 
source, and the origin of all that Christians. are to be
lieve (Heb. 12:2). He is the one Lawgiver Uames 
4: 12) with all authority in heaven and earth (Matt. 
28:18), who expects his followers to observe all he 
commanded (Matt. 28:20). · 

Jesus' movement has the approval of the heav
enly Father who admonished Peter, James, and John 
to "hear" Jesus. People who do not listen to him will 
be destroyed from among the people ·(Acts 3:22-23). 
If they reject Him, which is done by rejecting his 
word, they will have to give account to Him in the 
last day Uohn 12:48). What he spoke was not based 
on his authority alone, but was also based on the au
thority of the Father Uohn 12:49-50). 

Religious practices that do not originate with 
Jesus have the wrong source. All· true teaching has 
come from Him Uohn 1:17; 8:32). It was first spo
ken by Him and then revealed to the inspired 
apostles and New Testament prophets (Heb. 2:3-4; 
also Eph. 2:20-3 :5). His movement is the only one 
that is to be followed, and is the movement of which 
members of the churches of Christ are seeking a part. 
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The Result 

Those in Jesus' movement will not base their faith 
and practice on what was written by Stone and 
Campbell. Their writings will not be studied to learn 
what is to be believed. Those in Jesus' movement can 
have every truth God wants them to have by study
ing Jesus' teaching without ever hearing of Stone or 
Campbell and without studying their writings. They 
will agree with them only if and when they agree 
with Jesus. 

If they study the writings of Stone and Campbell, 
it will be only to learn what they taught and not to 
give credence to their teaching as final authority. 
Stone and Campbell, through hours of Bible study, 
came to many basic and important truths, but in 
spite of all their study, they were not always right. 

A Jesus' movement will exist if he is respected 

and given reverence as the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Following Christ only makes Christians only, 
and members of his church alone. 

Conclusion 

If a Stone/Campbell movement exists, it should not 
be followed any more than any other human move
ment. Those who are in Jesus' movement will honor 
him by following him alone. If they have become en
tangled in another movement, they should come out 
and remain faithful to Jesus as their only leader. 
What Jesus revealed is complete, adequate, and final 
and does not need modification, change, additions 
or subtraction. It needs to be faithfully followed and 
respected. A Jesus' movement is all we need. 

305 W. Maryland Ave. 
Sherwood, AR 72120 
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(My apologies if I impose on your good nature by calling attention again to the writing of John Gresh em 
Machen. Still, this dedicated Calvinist-Presbyterian did have some things exactly right- especially when it 
comes to religious liberalism. Machen understood the liberal mind-set because he, like Thomas Oden, used to 
be one of them. His writings on this subject are especially pertinent to our generation because it [our genera
tion] still peddles the same old liberal trivia of social reform. Christianity features spiritual blessings and liberal
ism promotes earthly wealth. It is the difference in unrighteous mammon and true riches ... between the mun
dane and the heavenly. Anyway, here goes ... Machen's comments on salvation- editor.) 

Salvation 

The grace of God is rejected by modern liberal 
ism. And the result is slavery - the slavery 
of the law, the wretched bondage by which 

man undertakes the impossible task of establishing 
his own righteousness as a ground· of acceptance 
with God. It may seem strange at first sight that "lib
eralism," of which the very name means freedom, 
should in reality be wretched slavery. But the phe
nomenon is not really so strange. Emancipation from 
the blessed will of God always involves bondage to 
some worse taskmaster. 

Thus it may be said of the modern liberal 
Church, as of the Jerusalem of Paul's day, that "she is 
in bondage with her children." God grant that she 
may turn again to the liberty of the gospel of Christ! 

The liberty of the gospel depends upon the gift 
of God by which the Christian life is begun - a gift 
whirl involves been fully conquered; the beginning 
of the Christian life is a new birth, not an immediate 

creation of the full-grown man. But although the 
new life has not yet come to full fruition, the Chris
tian knows that the fruition will not fail; he is confi
dent that the God who has begun a good work in 
him will complete it unto the day of Christ; he 
knows that the Christ who has loved him and given 
Himself for him will not fail him now, but through 
the Holy Spirit will build him up unto the perfect 
man. That is what Paul means by living the Christian 
life by faith. 

Thus the Christian life, though it begins by a mo
mentary act of God, is continued by a process. In 
other words- to use theological language - justifi
cation and regeneration are followed by sanctifica
tion. In principle the Christian is already free from 
the present evil world, but in practice freedom must 
still be attained. The Christian life is not a life of 
idleness, but a battle. 

That is what Paul means when he speaks of faith 
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working through love (Gal. v. 6). The faith that he 
makes the means of salvation is not an idle faith, like 
the faith condemned in the Epistle of James, but a 
faith that works. The work that it performs is love, 
and that love Paul explains in the last section of the 
Epistle to the Galatians. Love, in the Christian sense, 
is not a mere emotion, but a very practical and a very 
comprehensive thing. It involves nothing less than 
the keeping of the whole law of God. "The whole 
law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself." 

[B]ut the Christian life is lived not only by faith; it 
is also lived in hope, The Christian is in the midst of a 
sore battle. And as for the condition of the world at 
large- nothing but the coldest heartlessness could be 
satisfied with that. It is certainly true that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now. Even in the Christian life there are things that we 
should like to see removed; there are fears within as 
well as fightings without; even within the Christian 
life there are sad evidences of sin. But according to the 
hope which Christ has given us, there will be final vic-
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tory, and the struggle of this world will be followed by 
the glories of heaven. That hope runs all through the 
Christian life: Christianity is not engrossed by rhis 
transitory world, but measures all things by the 
thoJght of eternity. 

But at this point an objection is frequently raised. 
The "orherworldliness" of Christianity is objected to 
as a form of selfishness. The Christian, it is said, does 
what is right because of the hope of heaven, but how 
much nobler is the man who because of duty walks 
boldly into the darkness of annihilation! 

The objection would have some weight if heaven 
according to Christian belief were mere enjoyment. 
But as a matter of fact heaven is communion with 
God and with His Christ. It can be said reverently 
that the Christian longs for heaven not only for his 
own sake, but also for the sake of God. Our present 
love is so cold, our present service so weak; and we 
would one day love and serve Him as His love de
serves. It is perfectly true that the Christian is dissat
isfied with the present world, but it is a holy dissatis
faction; it is that hunger and thirst after righteous
ness which our Savior blessed. We are separated 
from the Savior now by the veil of sense and by the 
effects of sin, and it is not selfish to long to see Him 
face to face. To relinquish such longing is not unself
ishness, but is like the cold heartlessness of a man 
who could part from father or mother or wife or 
child without a pang. It is not selfish to long for the 
One whom not having seen we love. 

Such is the Christian life - it is a life of conflict, 
but it is also a life of hope. It views this world under 
the aspect of eternity; the fashion of this world 
passeth away, and all must stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ. 

Very different is the "program" of the modern 
liberal Church. In that program, heaven has little 
place, and this world is really all in all. The rejection 
of the Christian hope is not always definite or con
scious; some-times the liberal preacher tries to main
tain a belief in the immortality of the soul. But the 
real basis of the belief in immortality has been given 
up by the rejection of the New Testament account of 
the resurrection of Christ. 

And, practically, the liberal preacher has very 
little to say about the other world. This world is re
ally the centre of all his thoughts; religion itself, and 
even God, are made merely a means for the better
ment of conditions upon this earth. 

Thus, religion has become a mere function of the 
community or of the state. So it is looked upon by 



the men of the present day. Even hardheaded busi
nessmen and politicians have become convinced that 
religion is needed. However, it is thought to be 
needed merely as a means to an end. We have tried 
to get along without religion, it is said, but the ex
periment was a failure, and now religion must be 
called in to help. 

For example, there is the problem of the immi
grants; great populations have found a place in our 
country; they do not speak our language or know our 
customs; and we do not know what to do with them. 
We have attacked them by oppressive legislation or 
proposals of legislation, but such measures have not 
been altogether effective. Somehow these people dis
play a perverse attachment to the language that they 
learned at their mother's knee. It may be strange that 
a man should love the language that he learned at his 
mother's knee~ but these people do love it, and we are 
perplexed in our efforts to produce a unified Ameri
can people. So·, religion is called in to help; we are 
inclined to proceed· against the immigrants now with 
a Bible in one hand and a club in the other offering 
them the blessings of liberty. That is what "Christian 
Americanization" sometimes means. 

Another puzzling problem is the problem of in
dustrial relations. Self-interest has here been ap
pealed to; employers and employees have had 
pointed out to them the plain commercial advan
tages of conciliation. But all to no purpose. Class 
clashes still against class in the destructiveness of in
dustrial warfare. And sometimes false doctrine pro
vides a basis for false practice; the danger of Bolshe
vism is ever in the air. Here again repressive mea
sures have been tried without avail; the freedom of 
speech and of the press has been radically curtailed. 
But repressive legislation seems unable to check the 
march of ideas. Perhaps, therefore, in these matters 
also, religion must be invoked. 

Still another problem faces the ~odern world -
the problem of international peace. This problem 
also seemed at one time nearly solved; self-interest 
seemed likely to be sufficient; there were many who 
supposed that the bankers would prevent another 
European war. But all such hopes were cruelly shat
tered in 1914, and there is not a whit of evidence 
that they are better founded now than they were 
then. Here again, therefore, self-interest is insuffi-

dent; and religion must be called in to help. 
Such considerations have led to a renewed public 

interest in the subject of religion; religion is discov
ered after all to be a useful thing. But the trouble is 
that in being utilized religion is also being degraded 
and destroyed. Religion is being regarded more and 
more as a mere means to a higher end.1 The change 
can be detected with especial clearness in the way in 
which missionaries commend their cause. Fifty years 
ago, missionaries made their appeal in the light of 
eternity. "Millions of men," they were accustomed to 
say, "are going down to eternal destruction; Jesus is a 
Savior sufficient for all; send us out therefore with 
the message of salvation while yet there is time." 
Some missionaries, thank God, still speak in that 
way. But very many missionaries make quite a differ
ent appeal. "We are missionaries to India," they say. 
"Now India is in ferment; Bolshevism is creeping in; 
send us out to India that the menace may be 
checked." Or else they say: "We are missionaries to 
Japan; Japan will be dominated by militarism unless 
the principles of Jesus have sway; send us out there
fore to prevent the calamity of war." 

The same great change appears in community 
life. A new community, let us say, has been formed. It 
possesses many things that naturally belong to a 
well-ordered community; it has a drugstore, and a 
country club, and a school. "But there is one thing," 
its inhabitants say to themselves, "that is still lacking; 
we have no church. But a church is a recognized and 
necessary part of every healthy community. We must 
therefore have a church." And so an expert in com
munity church-building is summoned to take the 
necessary steps. The persons who speak in this way 
usually have little interest in religion for its own 
sake; it has never occurred to them to enter into the 
secret place of communion with the holy God. But 
religion is thought to be necessary for a healthy com- · 
munity; and therefore for the sake of the community 
they are willing to have a church. 

Whatever may be thought of this attitude toward 
religion, it is perfectly plain that the Christian reli
gion is not be treated in any such way. The moment 
it is so treated it ceases to be Christian. For if one 
thing is plain it is that Christianity refuses to be re
garded as a mere means to a higher end. Our Lord 
made that perfectly clear when He said: "If any man 

lfor a penetrating criticism of this tendency, especially as it would result in the control of religi.ous education by the comm~n.ity,. an~ .for an elo~u~nt 
advocacy of the opposite view, which makes Christianity an end in itself, see Harold MCA. Robmson, "Democracy and Chnsnamty, tn The Chnst1an 
Educator, Vol. V, No. 1~ 'for October, 1990, PP. 3-5. · 
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come to me, and hate not his father and mother .... 
he cannot be my disciple" (Luke 14:26). Whatever 
else those stupendous words may mean, they cer
tainly mean that the relationship to Christ takes pre
cedence of all other relationships, e1ren the holiest of 
relationships like those that exist between husband 
and wife and parent and child. Those other relation
ships exist for the sake of Christianity and not Chris
tianity for the sake of them. Christianity will indeed 
accomplish many useful things in this world, but if it 
is accepted in order to accomplish those useful 
things, it is not Christianity. Christianity will combat 
Bolshevism; but if it is accepted in order to combat 
Bolshevism, it is not Christianity. Christianity will 
produce a unified nation, in a slow but satisfactory 
way, but if it is accepted in order to produce a uni
fied nation, it is not Christianity. Christianity will 
produce a healthy community; but if it is accepted in 
order to produce a healthy community, it is not 
Christianity. Christianity will promote international 
peace, but if it is accepted in order to promote inter
national peace, it is not Christianity. Our Lord said: 
"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righ
teousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you." But if you seek first the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness in order that all those other things 
may be added unto you, you will miss both those 
other things and the Kingdom of God as well. But if 
Christianity be directed toward another world, if it 
be a way by which individuals can escape from the 
present evil age to some better country, what be
comes of "the social gospel"? At this point is de
tected one of the most obvious lines of cleavage be
tween Christianity and the liberal Church. The older 
evangelism, says the modern liberal preacher, sought 
to rescue individuals, while the newer evangelism 
seeks to transform the whole organism of society. 
The older evangelism was individual; the newer 
evangelism is social. 

This formulation of the issue is not entirely cor
rect, but it contains an element of truth. It is true that 
historic Christianity is in conflict at many points 
with the collectivism of the present day; it does em
phasize, against the claims of society, the worth of 
the individual soul. It provides for the individual a 
refuge from all the fluctuating currents of human 
opinion, a secret place of meditation where a man 
can come alone into the presence of God. It does 
give a man courage to stand, if need be, against the 
world; it resolutely refuses to make of the individual 
a mere means to an end, a mere element in the com-
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position of society. It rejects altogether any means of 
salvation which deals with men in a mass; it brings 
the individual face to face with his God. In that 
sense, it is true that Christianity is individualistic and 
not social. 

Though Christianity is individualistic, it is not 
only individualistic. It provides fully for the social 
needs of man. 

In the first place, even the communion of the in
dividual man with God is not really individualistic, 
but social. A man is not isolated when he is in com
munion with God; he can be regarded as isolated 
only by one who has forgotten the real existence of 
the supreme Person. Here again, as at many other 
places, the line of cleavage between liberalism and 
Christianity really reduces to a profound difference 
in the conception of God. Christianity is earnestly 
theistic; liberalism is at best but half-heartedly so. If a 
man once comes to believe in a personal God, then 
the worship of Him will not be regarded as selfish 
isolation, but as the chief end of man. That does not 
mean that on the Christian view the worship of God 
is ever to be carried on to the neglect of service ren
dered to one's fellowmen - "he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, is not able to love God 
whom he hath not seen" - but it does mean that the 
worship of God has a value of its own. Very different 
is the prevailing doctrine of modern liberalism. Ac
cording to Christian belief, man exists for the sake of 
God; according to the liberal Church, in practice if 
not in theory, God exists for the sake of man. 

But the social element in Christianity is found 
not only in communion between man and God, but 
also in communion between man and man. Such 
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communion appears even in institutions, which are 
not specifically Christian. 

The most important of such institutions, accord
ing to Christian teaching, is the fatnily. And that in
stitution is being pushed more and more into the 
background. It is being pushed into the background 
by undue encroachments of the community and of 
the state. Modern life is tending more and more to
ward the contraction of the sphere of parental con
trol and parental influence. The choice of schools is 
being placed under the power of the state; the "com
munity" is seizing hold of recreation and of social ac
tivities. It may be a question how far these commu
nity activities are responsible for the modern break
down of the home; very possibly they are only trying 
to fill a void which even apart from them had already 
appeared. But the result at any rate is plain - the 
lives of children are no longer surrounded by the 
loving atmosphere of the Christian home, but by the 
utilitarianism of the state. A revival of the Christian 
religion would unquestionably bring a reversal of the 
process; the family, as over against all other social in
stitutions, would come to its rights again. 

But the state, even when reduced to its proper 
limits, has a large place in human life, and in the pos
session of that place it is supported by Christianity. 
The support, moreover, is independent of the Chris
tian or non-Christian character of the state; it was in 
the Roman Empire under Nero that Paul said, "The 
powers that be are ordained of God." Christianity 
assumes no negative attitude, therefore, toward the 
state, but recognizes, under existing conditions, the 
necessity of government. 

The case is similar with respect to those broad 
aspects of human life that are associated with indus
trialism. The "otherworldliness" of Christianity in
volves no withdrawal from the battle of this world; 
our Lord Himself, with His stupendous mission, 
lived in the midst of life's throng and press. Plainly, 
then, the Christian man may not simplify his prob
lem by withdrawing from the business of the world, 
but must learn to apply the principles of Jesus even 
to the complex problems of modern industrial life. 
At this point Christian teaching is in full accord with 
the modern liberal Church; the evangelical Christian 
is not true to his profession if he leaves his Christian
ity behind him on Monday morning. On the con
trary, the whole of life, including business and all of 
social relations, must be made obedient to the law of 

love. The Christian man certainly should display no 
lack of interest in "applied Christianity." 

Only - and here emerges the enormous differ
ence of opinion - the Christian man believes that 
there can be no applied Christianity unless there be 
"a Christianity to apply. "2 That is where the Chris
tian man differs from the modern liberal. The liberal 
believes that applied Christianity is all there is of 
Christianity, Christianity being merely a way of life; 
the Christian man believes that applied Christianity 
is the result of an initial act of God. Thus there is an 
enormous difference between the modern liberal and 
the Christian man with reference to human institu
tions like the community and the state, and with ref
erence to human efforts at applying the Golden Rule 
in industrial relationships. The modern liberal is op
timistic with reference to these institutions; the 
Christian man is pessimistic unless the institutions be 
manned by Christian men. The modern liberal be
lieves that human nature as at present constituted 
can be molded by the principles of jesus; the Chris
tian man believes that evil can only be held in check 
and not destroyed by human institutions, and that 
there must be a transformation of the human materi
als before any new building can be produced. This 
difference is not a mere difference in theory, but 
makes itself felt everywhere in the practical realm. It 
is particularly evident on the mission field. The mis
sionary of liberalism seeks to spread the blessings of 
Christian civilization (whatever that may be), and is 
not particularly interested in leading individuals to 
relinquish their pagan beliefs. The Christian mission
ary, on the other hand, regards satisfaction with a 
mere influence of Christian civilization as a hin
drance rather than a help; his chief business, he be
lieves, is the saving of souls, and souls are saved not 
by the mere ethical principles of jesus but by His re
demptive work. The Christian missionary, in other 
words, and the Christian worker at home as well as 
abroad, unlike the apostle of liberalism, says to all 
men everywhere: "Human goodness will avail noth
ing for lost souls; ye must be born again." 

(The consistent emphasis of Machen on the re
demptive nature of the teaching of jesus is much 
needed in our day. Religious liberals are dedicated to 
the proposition of creating a social state and world 
collectivism. If we allow it to happen, the price will 
be eternal loss. God forbid!) 
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1 Francis Shunk Downs, "Christianity and Today." in Princeton Theological Review, xx, 1991, p. 287. See also the whole article, ibid., PP· 287-304. 
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Do Away With Public Schools 
By Jonah Goldberg 

Here's a good question for you: Why have 
public schools at all? OK, cue the marching 
music. We need public schools because blah 

blah blah and yada yada yada. We cou ld say blah is 
common culture and yada is the government's inter
est in promoting the genera l welfare. Or that chil
dren are the future. And a mind is a terrible thing to 
waste. Because we can't leave any child behind. 

The problem with all these bromides is that they 
leave out the simple fact that one of the su rest ways 
to leave a kid "behind" is to hand him over to the 
government. Americans want universal education, 
just as they want universa lly safe food. But nobody 
believes that the government should run nearly all of 
the restaurants, farms and supermarkets. Why 
should it run the vast majority of the schools - par
ticularly when it gets terrible results ? 

Consider Washington, home of the nation's most 
devoted government-lovers and, ironically, the city 
with arguably the worst public schools in the coun
try. Out of the 100 largest school districts, according 
to the Washington Post, D.C. ranks third in spending 
for each pupil ($12,979) but last in spending o n in
struction. Fifty-six cents out of every dollar go to ad
ministrators who, it's no secret, do a miserable job 
administrating, even though D.C. schools have been 
in a state of "reform" for nearly 40 years. 

In a blistering series, the Post has documented 
how badly the bureaucrats have run public educati on. 
More than half of the District of Columbia's teenage 
kids spend their days in "persistently dangerous" 
schools, with an average of nine violent incidents a 
day in a system with 135 schools. "Principals report
ing dangerous conditions or urgently needed repairs 
in their buildings wait, on average, 379 days ... for the 
problems to be fi xed," according to the Post. But hey, 
at least the kids are getting a lousy educati on. A mere 
19 schools managed to get " proficient" scores or bet
ter for a majority of students on the district's Compre
hensive Assessment Test. 

A standard response to such criticisms is to say we 
don' t spend enough on public education. But if money 
were the solution, wouldn' t the district, which spends 
nearly $13,000 on every kid, rank near the top? If you 
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think more mo ney wi ll fix the schools, make your 
checks out to "cash" and send them to me. 

Private, parochial and charter schools get better 
resu lts. Parents know this. Applications for vouchers 
in the district dwarf the available supply, and home 
schooling has exploded. 

As for schools teaching kids about the common 
culture and all that, as a co nserva tive I couldn't agree 
more. But is there evidence that public schools are 
berter at it? The results of the 2006 National Assess
ment of Educational Progress history and civics ex
ams showed that two-thirds of U.S. high school se
nio rs couldn' t identify the significance of a photo of a 
theater with a sign reading "Colored Entrance." And 
keep in mind , political correctness pretty much guar
antees that Jim Crow and the civil rights movement 
are included in syllabi . Imagine how few kids can in
telligentl y discuss Manifest Destiny or free silver. 

Right now, there's a renewed debate about pro
viding "uni versal " health insurance. For some liber
als, this s impl y means repli cating th e public school 
model for health care. (Stop laughing.) But for oth
ers, this means mandating that everyone have health 
insurance -just as we mandate that all drivers have 
car insurance - an d then throwing tax dollars at 
poorer fo lks to make sure no o ne fa lls through the 
cracks. 
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There's a consensus in America that every child 
should get an education, but as David Gelernter noted 
recently in the Weekly Standard, there's no such con
sensus that public schools need to do the educating. 

Really, what would be so terrible about govern
ment mandating that every kid has to go to school, 
and providing subsidies and oversight when neces
sary, but then getting out of the way? 

Milton Friedman noted long ago that the govern
ment is bad at providing services- that's why he 
wanted public schools to be called "government 
schools" - but that it's good at writing checks. So 

why not cut checks to people so they can send their 
kids to school? 

What about the good public schools? Well, the 
reason good public schools are good has nothing to 
do with government's special expertise and every
thing to do with the fact that parents care enough to 
ensure their kids get a good education. That 
wouldn't change if the government got out of the 
school business. What would change is that fewer 
kids would get left behind. (fonah Goldberg is editor
at-large of National Review Online.) 
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Caveat 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Ay abuse of drugs is dangerous and warnings 
should sound like bugles in a battle. 
America may be in the process of destroying 

herself by undisciplined indulgence in narcotics, and 
such like. Some are awake to this threat, but some 
are ignorant and need warning. 

Our beloved nation may have become so depen
dent on the easy and comfortable life that most folks 
want to pass their days as painlessly as possible -
and they get pain as a result. 

We do not want troublesome problems to con
front us, nor ever to hurt, nor to feel the slightest 
tinge of discomfort, nor to be distressed and de
pressed ... and ... so ... we take a pill, and another, 
and another, and another. 

We seem to be oblivious to the fact that some suf
fering is good and to grapple with problems is neces
sary. We want to be forever "at ease" and never "at 
attention." 

Our dear children grow up with that delusion 
and are too tender to be good. Parents, tragically, are 
protective of their offspring and want to insolate 
them from any unpleasant physical sensation. 

So, our little ones grow up fat and flabby and de
termined to never suffer tribulation ... and that, my 
friends, is the formula for weakness and unrighteous
ness. Some resistance and some pain are good for us, 
and build character (See Rom. 5:3-5; Matt. 5: 10; 2 
Cor. 12:9; Phil. 1:29; James 1:2-3, 12; 1 Pet. 3:14). 

Many contemporaries appear to think that dis
comfort is damnable. This false view of earthly life 
produces no martyrs and. no saints, but makes weak
lings. 

This may be the reason that so many of our fel
low-human-pilgrims have succumbed to the delusion 
that we are to be free for all discomfort at all times. 

Travail reminds us of human weakness and our 
profound need for God. 

Zapping up illegal drugs to avoid the need to 
think, to suffer, and to work is cockeyed . . . and 
makes you cockeyed. 

Moderns need to know about the effects of some 
illegal drugs. 

Methamphetamine is an illegal stimulant in the 
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amphetamine famil y, which also includes drugs com
monly avai lable by prescription, such as Ritalin, 
Adderall, and Dexedrine. 

There is a variety of fo rms of methamphetamine. 
"Speed" typicall y refers to methamphetamine sa lt 
(HCI powder) , which is typically a white or off
white powder. "Crystal" refers to the freebase form 
of the drug, which appears as crystal chunks resem
bling shards of glass. " Ice" is a higher-grade form of 
crystal meth that has undergone a chemical process 
making the end product look like glass (Roberts 
1995). Slang words for methamphetamine are speed, 
meth, crank, crystal , glass, ice, chalk, Tina. 

Due to a booming illegal manufacturing industry, 
methamphetamine has become increasingly avai lable 
throughout much of the United States. Users can 
swa llow, snorte, smoke and inject it. Due to its 
"speedy" and long lasting effects, methamphetamine 
has become one of the drugs of choice within the 
club-and-rave scenes. 

The effects usually last from four to eight hours 
or more, depending on dosage. 

According to both law enforcement and rreat
ment providers, most methamphetamine users are ei
ther college students or blue-collar workers in their 
20s or 30s (Koch Crime Institute). 

The highest rates of usage are among men and 
women between the ages of eighteen and twenty
three. 

According to a 2002 national survey, 4 percent of 
eighth graders, 6 percent of tenth graders, and 7 per-
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cent of twelfth graders have tri ed methamphetamine 
at least once in their lifetime Qohnston 2003). 

The methamphetamine user ex periences a "rush" 
or feeling o f euphoria and self-confidence. Good 
people can easil y be deceived and jump on the ille
gal-drug-bandwagon. 

The effects of methamphetamine commonly in
clude accelerated heart rate and blood pressure, in
creased alertness, loss of appetite, increased energy, 
desire fo r physical acti vity and inability to sleep 
(Goode 1999). 

Signs of use are pupil dilation, constant talking, 
sweating, tooth grinding, restlessness and tremors. A 
methamphetamine user can become edgy or irritable 
and freq uently shows signs of anxiety. Some heavy 
users become paranoid and may experience halluci
nations, particularly auditory 1• 

Methamphetamine Risks 
Although oral use is the least dangerous method of 
ingestion , most users rely on snorting, smoking, or 
injection. Smoking methamphetamine takes effect 
immediately and easily increases chances of addiction 
(Dance Safe). In additi on, smoking methamphet
amine exposes the user to a wide range of known and 
unknown hazards conta ined in the inhaled smoke. 

Injecting methamphetamine is associated with 
many risks, including addi ction, overdose, damage 
to veins, bloodstream infections and the transmission 
of infections, such as HIV and H epatitis B and C, 
through sharing syringes. 

From 1994 to 1998, 2,601 deaths associated with 
methamphetamine were reported by selected medical 
examiners (Drug Abuse Warning Network 2000). 

Overdoses of methamphetamine can cause sei
zures, heart attacks, and strokes. 

Of primary concern is the damaging effect on the 
mind and body with continued heavy use. Increased 
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or prolonged use of methamphetamine can cause 
sleeplessness, loss of appetite, increased blood pres
sure, paranoia, psychosis, aggression, disordered 
thinking, extreme mood swings, and sometimes hal
lucinations. 

Many users become physically rundown, which 
leaves them susceptible to illness. The discontinued 
use of methamphetamine by heavy users will create 
withdrawal symptoms, including severe depression, 
lethargy, anxiety, and fearfulness (Goode 1999). 

Some studies indicate that very large doses of 
methamphetamine may cause damage to dopamine, 
a chemical found in the brain that regulates mood 
and memory. The research is ongoing since studies 
are still inconclusive (Ernst 2000). 

There is a resurgence of heroin use. Parents need 
to be alert to the prevalence and dangers of illegal 
drugs. 

The innocent may be caught in the web and suf
fer serious repercussions. 

In Buffalo, New York, in june of this year, A boy 
brought a packet of heroin to a daycare center and 
gave some of the drug to other children, apparently 
thinking it was candy. 

Three children at the YWCA Schoolhouse Com
mons tested positive for the drug, The Buffalo News 
reported. All were treated and released. 

The state Office of Family Services has tempo
rarily closed the day care center. The 5 -year-old boy 
and his three siblings were also removed from his 
parents' home and placed in the care of a relative. 

Salvation 
What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts.2:38 

God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

Wayne Clamp and Kari Lyn Lee said their son 
did not get the heroin from them or find it in their 
house. They believe he picked it up from the side
walk somewhere near the daycare center. 

Clamp told the Buffalo News police showed him 
the packet, which looked like a candy bag. He said it 
was an easy mistake for his son to make. 

"He didn't think it was something bad," Clamp 
said. "He said it smelled like bread crumbs" (UP In
ternational). 

Heroin is an addictive narcotic: a white powder 
derived from morphine that is a highly addictive nar
cotic drug. It is prohibited for medical use in most 
countries. 

Marijuana is a noxious weed that can do irrepa
rable damage. It is true that some may "play" with 
this drug for a time and get off unburdened, but it is 
also true that it can be a gateway drug to other illegal 
substances (this same thing is true of alcohol), and 
therefore should be scrupulously avoided. 

This article is a warning. Parents must be aware 
of the insidious dangers of our day and talk to their 
little ones about how to avoid the threat of illegal 
drugs. Well meaning people may inadvertently ex
pose others - even their own offspring - to a tool 
of Satan that is powerful enough to destroy civiliza
tion. 

Talk to your kids ... this is the single most power
ful deter ant to illegal drug use. 

(Footnotes) 
1 For further reading: 
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Questions About Homosexuality 
Written and researched by H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

For this cause God gave them up unto 
vile affections: for even their 
women did change the natural use 

into that which is against nature: And likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward an
other; men with men working that which is 
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 
recompense of their error which was meet 
(Rom. 1:26-27). 

Paul uses the word "vile" to describe homosexu
ality. The apostle says same-gender sex is a shame, 
reproach, and disgrace. 

As many as 90 percent of homosexuals, accord
ing to a study by Brad Hayton, enjoy inflicting physi
cal pain and receiving physical pain. This indicates a 
severe mental disorder. Homosexuals make up about 
1.4 percent of the total population in America but 
commit over half of all child molestation. They are 
12 times more likely to molest children than are het
erosexuals. Homosexuals killed 68 percent of the 
victims of mass murders in the United States during 
the past 17 years. Homosexual sex is often violent 
sex. A third of the homosexuals and lesbians admit 
that hurting or being hurt is a part of sexual "fun." 
Homosexuals are startlingly indiscriminate and care
less. One sodomite in The Gay Report admitted hav
ing an incredible number of sexual adventures. He 
wrote: "I believe my estimate of 4,000 sex partners 
to be very accurate. I have been actively gay since I 
was 13 (thirty-one years ago). An average of two or 
three new partners per week is not excessive, espe
cially when one considers that I will have ten to 
twelve partners during one night at the baths." 

Mr. Morin, homosexual activist and chairman of 
the American Psychological Association's ethics com-

. mittee, reported that the 824 homosexuals he stud
ied lowered their sex rate from 70 different partners 
per year in 1982 to 50 in 1984 (S.A. Stewart, USA 
Today, Nov. 21, 1984). His purpose is to excuse ho
mosexuality because, on average, they reduced their 
annual different sexual partners from 70 to 50. 

Due to promiscuous homosexual practices n1ale 
homosexuals are 14 times more apt to have syphilis 
than are heterosexuals, 3 times more apt to have 
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gonorrhea, 3 times more apt to have genital warts, 9 
times more apt to have scabies, 8 times more apt to 
have hepatitis, 3 times more apt to have lice, and 
over 5,000 times more apt to have AIDS. 

According to a recent study of 5,246 obituaries 
in 16 homosexual newspapers, the average age of 
men dying from AIDS is 3 9. The average of homo
sexuals dying from all other causes is 41 (Paul 
Cameron, William I. Payfair, and Stephen Wellum, 
The Homosexual Lifestyle, Family Research Institute, 
Inc., Washington, D.C., 1992). 

In 1993 the governor of California rejected an 
amendment to the state constitution calling for ho
mosexual "rights." This provoked a riot in San Fran
cisco. People were hurt. Goods were stolen. Homo
sexuals were on a rampage. The governor relented. 
He signed the order giving police protection to de
generates. The great state of California then en
dorsed homosexual conduct. Perverts had their 
"rights." Almost immediately there was a public dis
play of grossly immoral behavior on the streets of 
San Francisco. A "gay-pride" parade featured vulgar 
displays that are shameful to describe. It is difficult 
to think that humans are capable of depraved behav
ior that was publicly flouted with police protection, 
but it happened in California - and it happens in 
"Gay Parades" in major cities all over America. 

History shows that homosexual conduct is despi
cable. An early reference to this misbehavior is the 
account of the destruction of Sodom. Lot, the 
nephew of Abraham, lived in Sodom and had re
ceived into his home angel guests. The men of the 
city demanded that the visitors be brought out "that 
we may know them." Lot urged his fellow townsmen 
to "do not so wickedly." The men of Sod om hate
fully turned on Lot, saying, "This one fellow came in 
to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge" (Gen. 19:1-
11). The perverts of Sodom complained that Lot was 
judging them. He decided their proposal was 
wicked. That was his assessment of their impure and 
wanton demand. Moses recorded the in_cident to jus
tify God's fierce action in utterly destroying the city 
and its occupants, men, women, and children. 

We have a threefold judgment. The judgment of 



Lot. The judgment of Moses. The judgment of God. 
The indecent proposal of the depraved men of So
dom and rhe act of God in burning up the city and irs 
people stands in the annals of mankind as a rebuke 
of homosexuality. There could nor be a more severe 
statement of condemnation. The thunderous voice of 
the Almighty pronounced the surpassing sinfulness 
of homosexual conduct. The name of th e city still 
lives in the English language as descripti ve of o ne of 
the most contemptible si ns of which man is capable. 
Lot condemned th e men of Sodo m and, in a sn ivel
ing display of unaccountable igno rance, they judged 
him for judging them. The standard response by de
viants to any condemnati o n of their psychopathic 
perversion is to pro test judging. The sacred record 
declares that God judges and condemns homosexual
ity. The sodomite complai nt against judging is an in
dictment and condemnation of God. At Sodom the 
Creator "with a g reat voice out o f th e temple" and 
with "lightnings, and voices, and thunders, and a 
great earthquake" judged Sodomy as an intolerable 
blight upon society. 

The H oly Spirit told Paul to describe homosexual
ity as unseemly, or shameful. The only other time this 
word is used in the New Testament describes men 
"walking naked" and o thers see ing the ir "shame." 
Paul, in the book of Romans, and Moses, in the book 
of Genesis, uncompromisingly judged and con
demned homosexuals. We stand in good stead when 
we identify homosexuality as unacceptably corrupt. 
In every society from Sodom, to Egypt, to Greece, to 
Rome where homosexual conduct has prevai led the 
community has been destroyed. 

Paul says they received " in themselves that rec
ompense of th eir erro r wh ich was due." Sin is the 
punishment for sin. Excess begets excess. When 
people lay aside mo ral restraint and begin to practice 
abnormal things, they are destined to become worse 
and worse. Abominable unnatural lusts, by operation 
of cause and effect, are progressively crooked and 
will inevitably become insupportable. Paul speaks 
not just of the heat that introduces unchastity but 
that which is ignited in the act. 

Philip Doddridge commented, "And likewise 
their males, leaving the natura l use of the female, 
have been inflamed with the most scandalo us and 
abominable desires towards each o ther, males with 
males perpetrating that which is most shameful to 
mention, and detestable to th ink of, and receiving in 
themselves the just recompense of their error, in that 
stupidity and degeneracy of mind to which they were 

eviden tly left" (The Family Expositor: or, a para
phrase and versio n of the New Testament with criti
cal notes, by Philip Doddridge, Volume 4, page 20). 

It is an observable fact that sin demands repetition 
and increasing intensity. A teaspoon of narcotic today 
demands a tab lespoon next week. There is no limit. 
The dosage must be increased until the human system 
can no lo nger tolerate it, and the body di es. That is the 
story of sin. Paul put is this way: "The wages of sin is 
death" (Rom. 6:23). An inflamed man, burning in his 
desire fo r other men, wil l increase his corruption until 
he ki lls himself. It is a corroborating statistic that the 
average age for mortality for homosexuals is 41- for 
homosexuals with AIDS, it is 39. The difference is two 
yea rs. Homosexual conduct is fatal. 

Sin enslaves its practitioners. "Know ye not, that 
to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto o be
dience, hi s servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obedi ence unto righteousness?" 
(Rom. 6: 16). The wo rd translated servants is ren
dered in the footnote as bondservants, or slaves. Sin 
is a cruel tyrant, as any homosexual will testify. 

Modern psychology would have us believe that 
homosex uals are born in that condition and cannot 
help themse lves. They come into the wo rld, we are 
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told, with a predisposition to effeminate inclinations 
and are helpless in the clutches of this evil. This pro
duces some serious problems. If it were acceptable 
for homosexuals to engage in their abnormal behav
ior because they are born with the malady, then it 
would follow that any other perversion can be 
justified on the grounds of genetic origin. The rapist 
cannot help himself because his genes dictate his 
behavior. The murderer cannot be condemned be
cause he was born with a genetic structure that re
quired him to kill and cripple. The sadist cannot be 
censured because his ancestry imposes upon him the 
need to hurt others. The mass-murderer is innocent 
because his genes kicked in and the blameless suf
fered. There is no wrong. Everything is right. The 
current kick in psychoanalysis is to exonerate every
body. Nothing is wrong! Everything is all ·right! 
When you do something bad, blame it on your great
great grandpa, or maybe his grandpa. It's in your 
genes and you are without guilt. The onus is not on
us. 

Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the serpent. But 
neither Adam nor Eve could blame their genetic 
structure. They had no choice, in the final analysis, 
but to own their guilt. The homosexual quibble that 
they can't help it- they were born that way
seems to admit that there is something wrong about 
being "that way." If homosexuality is morally 
smooth, then why all the fuss and bother about try
ing to avoid responsibility? If there is nothing wrong 
with sexual perversion, stop trying to justify it. Just 
say it's like being black or having curly hair and stop 
trying to rationalize it. 

Paul says it is against nature. Some, he says, 
"leaving the natural use of the woman" and burning 
"in their lust one toward another, men with men, 
working unseemliness." If these men leave the natu
ral to do something else, then the something else is 
unnatural. Some women, Paul says, "change the 
natural use into that which is against nature." If it is 
against nature, then it is not natural. It is abnormal. 

Either the Bible is true in its declarations about 
the deviant character of homosexuality, or it is incor
rect, and therefore errant, and not of God. If it is 
true, then homosexuals need to come to grips with 
their perversion and correct it. Still, it is the strong 
opinion of some apologists for homosexuals that the 
condition comes from mutations and those who suf
fer from it are victims. There is no proof for the 
claim. Suppose it could be proven. Would that 
modify the sinful nature of the act? If it is wrong, it is 
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wrong, and mutated genes do not make it right. We 
observe in society some aberrations. Those unfortu
nate souls that suffer from an irregularity are taught 
to cope with and contain it. A weak brain cell does 
not give freedom to lurch about over society and 
hurt other people. There must be restraints. The ab
normal must not be allowed to damage the normal. 
For the good of mankind we must have rules. If the 
rules are violated, corrective action must be taken. If 
distorted genes cause homosexual conduct, then so
ciety has the duty to protect itself. Dangerous mal
functions need to be corralled. It is doubtful if 
sodomites would be willing to accept the conse
quence of their deoxyribonu~leic acid (DNA) argu
ment. They may not really want to be classified as a 
monstrosity, though they are peculiar and strange -
even queer. . 

A significant number of people claim a cure of 
homosexual behavior. Many special clinics work ex
clusively at the job of reforming homosexuals and 
proclaim a high incidence of recovery. These experts 
work on the mind and endeavor to convince the sod
omite that his conduct is unacceptable and hazard
ous to him and to society. If a person can be talked 
out of homosexual conduct, then the perversion is 
something that is learned and can be unlearned. You 
cannot reason a person out of being black or His
panic and there are no clinics for that purpose. You 
can teach a person the evil of homosexuality and 
motivate reform. This is a strong indication that the 
my-genes-made-me-do-it theory is false. 

Still, a few misguided souls are saying that ho
mosexuals can no more control their outrageous 
conduct than a leopard can change his spots or an 
Ethiopian his skin. God condemns homosexual con
duct (Rom. 1:26-27). It would be evil for God to 
condemn someone for doing what he or she cannot 
avoid. God is not evil. Therefore, sodomy and lesbi
anism can be controlled. 

It is, of course, possible for a person to develop a 
habit so deeply ingrained it is unlikely to be broken. 
Yet, the person was not born that way. He developed 
his condition and has only himself to blame. A per
son can become so addicted to illegal narcotics that 
the probability of getting free from the foul obses
sion is remote. The treachery of wrong habits is a 
good reason never to start on a course that is damag
ing or sinful.(he New Testament says of some who 
"were once enlightened" and then "fell away, it is 
impossible to renew them again unto repentance; 
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 



afresh and put him to an open shame" (Heb. 6:4,6). 
A sodomite may be so devoted to his/her vice so as to 
be·past the point of no return, but the blame belongs 
to the culprit. 

Homosexuals can change, if they really want to 
change. Paul says some were previously "effeminate" 
and "abusers of themselves with men," but he says, 
"ye were washed, but ye were sanctified, but ye were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in the 
Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6:9,11). They changed. 
They were no longer effeminate and abusers of 
themselves with men. They understood that "they 
who practice such things shall not inherit the king
dom of God" and made a conscious decision to 
change. They repented! They brought forth fruit 
worthy of repentance. They stopped doing wrong 
things and committed themselves to right behavior. 
Homosexuals can change. Sodomites and lesbians 
are missionaries. They work hard at attempting to 
recruit the unsuspecting into their immoral swamp. 
They can have no children of their own and want 
your children. They know that if they start early 
enough, they can pervert the morals of the young. In 
every gay pride parade and in every homosexual 
convention and meeting an organized group of ho
mosexuals calling themselves The North American 
Man/Boy Love Association (NAMBLA) is repre
sented. Homosexuals generally find no fault with 
this ungodly group. NAMBLA vigorously advocates 
changing the law to allow adults to have sex with 
children. NAMBLA is a member of the International 
Lesbian and Gay Association, which has called on its 
members "to treat all sexual minorities with re
spect," including the pedophile. 

In an attempt to be tolerant, other organizations 
embrace homosexual groups and, to show just how 
open-minded they are, they allow the sodomites and 
lesbians to attempt to convert children to an accep
tance of homosexuality. The San Francisco Bay Area 
Network of Gay and Lesbian Educators distributed, 
through the National Education Association, recom
mendations for addressing the concerns of male and 
female homosexuals. Some of the recommendations 
were: 

• Encouragement of teacher utilization of gay 
and lesbian people; 
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• parents of gays and lesbians as speakers in 
classes as part of their material on the diversity of 
sexual orientation; 

• be supportive of the presence of openly les
bian, gay, and bisexuals at all levels; do not make any 
assumptions regarding the sexual orientation of stu
dents, clients, parents, or colleagues; 

• use non-gender specific language whenever 
possible (e.g. partner, lover, person); 

• inclusion of information, discussion, and rec
ognition of gay and lesbian issues (heterosexism, ho
mophobia, homosexuality) into curriculum, lesson 
plans/syllabus, and course work in various disciplines 
at various grade levels; 

• include readings which address lesbian and gay 
issues on required and recommended reading lists; 

• with your students, discover and plan ways to 
participate in local and national gay pride month/ 
week activities in a way to celebrate, learn about, and 
better understand lesbian, gay and bisexual culture; 

• familiarize yourself with local gay and lesbian 
resources (social/political organizations, health care 
agencies, counseling services, clubs, youth groups, 
readings, and file materials) and use them in your 
class; 

• requirement of comprehensive human rela
tions/sex education instruction within the health cur
riculum framework, which include information of 
the diversity of sexual orientation. 

On July 5-8, 1992, the National Education Asso
ciation held its annual convention and adopted doz
ens of radical resolutions, including visiting "homo
sexuals teaching in the classroom, even if they have 
AIDS, and counseling of students by homosexuals." 
There is no doubt that homosexuals through their 
various organizations, aided and abetted by the Na
tional Education Association and the public press, 
are undermining the morals of the youth of the na
tion. Your children are at risk. When a wide-eyed ho
mosexual spreads his hands and pleads that he just 
wants to be left alone to live like other people, don't 
believe it. He has a hidden agenda. A breathtaking 
majority of sodomites and lesbians are dedicated to 
perverting as many people as possible. Their target is 
the young. 

When Josiah instituted his reform in Jerusalem, 
under the probable influence of Jeremiah, he not only 
banned idolatry and its abominations, but he also 
"brake down the house of the sodomites, that were in 
the house of the Lord, where the women wove hang
ings for the grove" (2 Kings 23:7). Prostitution was 
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one of the contemptible practices of heathenism. It 
was frequent in worship of idols. The Jews succumbed 
to this repulsive practice and allowed male and female 
prostitutes in the house of the Lord. Sodomites and 
harlots worked side by side in the temple of God. 
Priests and people were not offended, but participated 
in this wickedness. Josiah put an end to the activity. 
He tore down their houses and removed the curtains 
that concealed the moral decay. 

The charge of homophobia does not stick. To ex
pose the rotten fruit of the homosexual tree is not an 
irrational fear of homosexuality. May God grant that 
Christian soldiers will never be intimidated by insults 
and false charges, but will rather press on in pursuit 
of truth and righteous and in opposition to the wiles 
and corruption of Satan. Besides, opposing the pros-

ecutor of crime comforts the criminal. If we allow 
our mouths to be stopped by curt and unfair epi
thets, we surrender to the Red Dragon. Every person 
who has suffered the outcome of homosexual per
version ought to be dynamic in opposing this satanic 
work. Every tearful eye that has looked upon the 
ravaged remains of a poor deluded, shriveled body 
that has expired in pain-racked misery and is without 
hope because of homosexuality, ought to hate this 
evil. 

Josiah-like, may we have the good sense and 
moral courage to rise in righteous indignation and 
deny the transgressor the right of trespass. Sodomites 
and lesbians must be seriously opposed. If we fail in 
this, we may bring the fire and brimstone of divine dis
approval down upon our fair land. 

Father Joseph 
By William Kay Moser 

H ow would the earthly father of Jesus feel 
about his unique son? Adoptive fathers of
ten love their adopted children as much as 

they love their biological ones. 
Joseph was as good a father as God could have 

picked. 
He had no se.?Cual relationship with his dear 

Mary until after Jesus was born; but that they had a 
sex life thereafter is proven by the fact that they had 
four boys and several girls. Matthew 13:55 lists the 
four boys' names. He had an unknown number of 
sisters (Matt. 13:56). 

When Jesus preached in Nazareth the amazed 
people asked "Is not this Joseph's son?" (Luke 4:22). 
This implies that father Joseph was alive and well at 
the time. 

Some old monk, in order to get rid of Joseph so 
Mary could be what she never was, suggested that 
Joseph was an old man and died soon thereafter, 
which is fanciful. 

Some say that Joseph's absence at the cross 
means he was dead, which is, again, whimsical. 

Jesus was about thirty years old when he began 
his public ministry (Luke 3:23). A poor father who 
has several children under thirty years of age, is go
ing to be working somewhere. The most reasonable 
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explanation of where Joseph was during the last 
hours of Jesus' life on earth is that he was tending to 
his carpenter's business. 

Mary's son went with her when she sought out 
Jesus. Good mothers never cease to love and protect 
their children. 

The silence of the scriptures about Joseph's 
whereabouts in later life of Jesus does not prove Jo
seph was dead. 

Jesus was from a withered branch of David's 
family tree (lsa 11: 1). The family of Joseph was poor 
from a material point of view. 

The Bible says Mary kept sayings about Jesus 
locked up in her heart. Joseph no doubt did likewise. 

Joseph was a righteous man (Matt 1:19). He ac
cepted the word of the angel regarding Mary's preg
nancy, indicating his unwavering faith in God. 

One of the most blessed men in history was the 
betrothed of Mary, and there is every reason to be
lieve that when the family gathered at hoQle or in the 
synagogue- that father Joseph was a leader. 

The quiet example of a hard-working man is 
hard to improve upon. 

134 Silver Maple Rd. 
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Thirteen Apostles? 
By Frazier Conley 

Chapter 5 
For such men are false apostles . . . (2 Cor. 1 1:13) 

W re there other apostles of Christ than the 
Twelve and Paul? Of course, there are 
others termed "apostles" in the New Tes

tament besides Paul and the Twelve. Jesus is called an 
apostle (Heb. 3:1). There are certainly apostles (mes
sengers) of churches (2 Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25). But 
the question is did Christ send out specially-commis
sioned apostles in addition to the Twelve and Paul, 
similar to Paul? It is true that even Paul did not have 
all the qualifications of the Twelve (eg. that he had 
accompanied Jesus during his ministry, Acts 1:21-
22), and he was not one of the Twelve. Nonetheless 
he was emphatically an apostle, and came to be 
called "the" apostle. The evidence for additional 
apostles like Paul is substantial. 

Some suggest that the term apostle is in other in
stances simply a synonym for "missionary" There is 
little evidence of such a usage. The following analysis 
supports the case that those others who are termed 
apostles are not merely missionaries, but bore the 
title of apostle in a sense similar to Paul: Romans 
16:7 "Greet Andronicus and ]unias, my kinsmen and 
my fellow prisoners, - they are notable among the 
apostles, and they were in Christ before me." An
dronicus and Junias are somehow noteworthy, but it 
is disputed whether the meaning is (1) noteworthy in 
their service as apostles, or (2) noteworthy to those 
who were apostles. The most natural understanding 
of the text is "in their service as apostles." Are we to 
imagine the apostles sending word to Paul that they 
had been in a group discussion and decided these 
two people were famous in their eyes? Since when 
had members of the Twelve or of a wider group been 
together for such a discussion? 

Is there a usage of the word apostolos here, 
meaning simply missionary? On the following 
grounds, a negative answer is most reasonable: (1) 
Here Paul speaks of "the apostles" as though they 
were a defined body of people. (2) It seems unlikely 

that Paul would use apostle in a non-technical sense. 
An apostle by definition is a person authoritatively 
delegated, and Paul is careful to point out the autho
rizing entity when he speaks of apostleship. Twice he 
refers to apostles in a generic sense (2 Cor. 8:23; 
Phil. 2:25). But he is careful to mention that they 
were delegated by churches. One should recall how 
he begins each of his letters (except Philippians) call
ing himself an apostle "of Christ." When he subse
quently mentions his apostleship in each of those let
ters, he usually does so without reference to his com
mission from Christ. 

Nevertheless, these remain undoubtedly and 
necessarily references to an apostleship "of Christ." 
Therefore, it is not unreasonable that subsequent ref
erences to apostleship in those letters, unless other
wise specified, are in that context. 1 (3) Apostolos in 
Acts 14:4,14 does not seem directly relevant to Paul's 
usage. It could easily be a reference to Paul and 
Barnabas experiencing a renewal of their special 
apostleship, freshly sent out by the Spirit of Christ 
(Acts 13:1). It would therefore be consistent with the 
concept of a wider group of authorized apostles. Fur
ther, it would hardly seem legitimate to apply the us
age in Acts 14 to all missionaries of the ancient 
church. 

It has been strongly suggested that Junias should 
he rendered Junia, that is, as feminine. Scholars of 
the "first water" have weighed in on this and af
firmed the feminine (although the Nestle-Aland 
Greek text (xxvii ed.) is still accenting it as mascu
line). It is claimed that Junia is a very common an
cient feminine name, and that Junias (the masculine) 
is never used. However, it is also said that as a Greek 
name, Junia is actually very rare, occurring only 
three times in ancient literature. It is true that the 
evidence for rendering Junia, not Junias, seems sig
nificant. Yet is the case really so strong, since the 
Greek feminine name is extremely rare? One must 

1 Cf Rom. 11:13 with 1:1-5; 1 Cor. 4:9; 9:1-7, 12:28-29; 15:7·9 with 1:1; Eph. 2:20; 4:11 with 1:1; 1 Thess. 2:6 with 1:1; 1 Tim. 2:7 with 1:1 
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inquire as to why there were no women among the 
Twelve? Or the 70? Paul was not a woman. The case 
for female office-holders in the New Testament is 
virtually nil (certainly for elders and almost as cer
tainly for deacons). Feminine religious authority 
over men is unlikely in the first-century Judea-Chris
tian context. It seems strange that one would argue 
strongly that the culture of the first century and that 
alone, accounts for the New Testament emphasis on 
male leadership, and then discount the argument 
when insisting that the name must be Junia, and she 
must be an apostle. If Junia is the correct name, my 
suggestion is that Andronicus was her husband, and 
because she shared his work and was imprisoned 
with him, she also shared in his title. Such a u·sage 
would be similar to the epistolary plural used by 
Paul. 

1 Corinthians 4:6-9. "I have applied all this to 
myself and Apollos for your benefit, brethren that 
you may learn by us not to go beyond what is writ
ten, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of 
one against another. For I think that God has exhib
ited us apostles as last of all like men sentenced to 
death; because we have become a spectacle to the 
world, to angels and to men." It is generally agreed 
that Apollos is not given the title of apostle here. 

1 Corinthians 9:1-6. "Am I not free? Am I not an 
apostle? H·ave I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you 
my workmanship in the Lord? Or is it only Barnabas 
and I who have no right to refrain from working for 
a living? It is generally agreed that Barnabas is de
scribed here as a fellow apostle with Paul. 

1 Corinthians 15:5-9. [H]e appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than 
five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of 
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all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
James certainly seems to be listed as an apostle here. 
"All the apostles" seems to be a reference to a wider 
circle of apostles similar to Paul and the Twelve. It 
may well be that many of the 5 00 witnesses became 
apostles. 

Galatians 1:19. "But I saw none of the other 
apostles except James the Lord's brother." The most 
agreed-upon and natural understanding of this pas
sage is that James is spoken of here as an apostle. 

Acts 14:4, 14. ''But the people of the city were 
divided; some sided with the Jews, and some with 
the apostles .... But when the apostles Barnabas and 
Paul heard of it, they tore their garments and rushed 
out among the multitude." Luke usually reserves the 
title apostle for the Twelve. Why would he use a 
word upon which he obviously places importance to 
mean simply missionary? Paul and Barnabas are not 
specified as the emissaries of Antioch, but more sig
nificantly, of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:1-4). It seems 
likely that Luke does not mean to directly associate 
Paul and Barnabas with the Twelve, but he reflects a 
usage for a wider group of apostles, including 
Barnabas. 

Galatians 2:9. ''When they perceived the grace 
that was given to me, James and Cephas and John, 
who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we 
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circum
cised." Barnabas is again associated with Paul in 
apostleship. 

2 Corinthians 11:12-13. "And what I do I will 
continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of 
those who would like to claim that in their boasted 
mission they work on the same terms as we do. For 
such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, dis
guising themselves as apostles of Christ." See also 2 
Corinthians 12:11-12, "I have been a fool! You 
forced me to it, for I ought to have been commended 
by you. For I was not at all inferior to these superla
tive apostles, even though I am nothing. The signs of 
a true apostle were performed among you in all pa
tience with signs and wonders and mighty works." 
Compare also Revelation 2:2, "I know your works, 
your toil and your patient endurance, and how you 
cannot bear evil men but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles but are not, and found them to 
be false." The existence of men falsely claiming 
apostleship is strong evidence for an extended group 



of true special apostles o f Christ. If it were known 
that only Paul and the Twelve were in that category, 
then it would have been easy to identify imposters; 
and it could have also been done without reference 
to the signs of a true apostle ... "with signs and won
ders and mighty works." 

Stephen and Ananias of Damascus. ln Acts with
out the title, two persons, Stephen and Ananias o f 
Damascus, display several o f the qua lifi cations o f 
apostleship. They saw the risen C hrist. They gave 
testimony. They performed signs and wonders. O f 
Ananias i.t is specifically said that he was "sent" on at 
least one occasion by Christ . Anan ias performs the 
apostolic conferral o f the empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit upon Saul. 

Summary. The above comments are sufficient to 
sustain the case for a wider designated aposto late of 
Christ. If we are correct that there were other 
apostles similar to Paul, then it is no t surprising to 
see Ananias of Damascus lay bands on Saul, confer
ring on him the Spirit. Ananias performed an apos
to lic functi on, and we conclude that he was apos
tolic, likely one of the 500 witnesses mentioned in 1 
Corinthians 15:6. The rule o f hands, as specifically 
expressed in Acts 8 :18-19. would then be consistent 
with regard to the Samaritans, Saul , and the 
Ephesian 12. The one exception, and it is explicitly 
presented as such, is the house of Cornelius. 
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[Editor's note: We are indebted to brother Conley 
for leading a stimulating study of the Holy Spirit in 
this paper. We do, however, respect fully demur from 
the suggestion that Ananias may have been an 
apostle of Christ and that he im parted the Holy Spirit 
to Paul by the laying on of his hands. Paul says spe
cifically that he did not receive the gospel from man 
(Gal. 1: 11), but that his knowledge came by direct 
revelation, which may create a problem with thinking 
that a man (Ananias) imparted this power to Paul. 
Ananias may have possessed supernatural healing 
power and by laying on of his hands recovered Paul 
sight, but not have imparted supernatural spiritual 
gifts to Paul. Further, if the original apostles of Jesus 
received the Holy Spirit by direct action of j esus, but 
Paul received the Holy Spirit through a man, som e 
might conclude that he was an inferior apostle. Again, 
we do appreciate brother Conley's knowledge and 
ability.] F 
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works. The accuracy of the program is unsurpassed. 
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Searching for Simple Life 
By Larry R. Scott 

Step back, take a deep breath and greet today as if 
it would be your last day among the living. 
Open your eyes, your ears, and your heart and 

behold the glory of the morning sun as the dawn 
breaks upon the glowing horizon. Listen to the won
der of the songbirds, feel the gentle breeze and think 
"the Father-in-Heaven, has done this for me, his 
child". The imagination of a child is mesmerized with 
the sheer awe of what our great God can do. Each day 
he prepares a brand new canvas to paint magnificent 
landscapes of which you and I are privileged to be a 
part. He never creates any two days just alike. Some 
days are bright and warm and filled with brilliant col
ors. Some days are cold and gray, yet filled with the 
crisp breath of winter. As children, we thrilled to hear 
the fresh snow crunch beneath our feet. Each season 
God has specifically prepared to benefit man and all of 
creation. 

Our world seemed so big when we were younger 
and now that we are older it seems so very small. 
Communication has done so much to bring our neigh
bors' voices and pictures from the other side of the 
world into every living room. Sometimes we are over
whelmed with instantaneous happenings concerning 
governments and people. Pictures really are worth a 
thousand words. Sometimes those pictures say more 
than we could ever possibly find the words to express. 
How small we really are! 

Catch phrases like "service with a smile" or "trust 
your car to the man that wears the star" seem so trivial 
when we try to explain the nature of being a servant. 
People want service with convenience, but do not like 
to be inconvenienced or called upon to serve others. 
The one who follows Jesus Christ must learn to serve 
others. The privilege of serving others is a constant 
reminder of what Jesus did for us at Calvary. He was 
willing to give up the best of heaven to live among us 
and die for us. He was willing to leave the side of the 
Father and come into this existence to learn what it 
meant to be a son and a servant. We have the opportu
nity to learn firsthand from the master what it means · 
and what it takes to be a soldier of the Cross. It is tough 
serving those who do not want to be served. It is dif
ficult to teach those who do not want to be taught. It 
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is hard to be faithful to Christ when the world is so 
enticing. We allow the allurements of this present 
world to blind our eyes, and "seeing" we see not. 

As a child searching for the simple life, we must 
look to the Savior for guidance. We must follow in 
his footsteps if we would become like him. If we 
would follow his example, then we must listen to his 
words. His words are life and bring life. His words 
lead us to obedience and salvation. His words give us 
hope in a world filled with despair. His words give 
new meaning to our lives and a reason for dying. His 
words help us to prepare ourselves for eternity one 
day at a time by learning how to live today. The 
world races headlong down a one-lane blind alley 
not knowing about the dead end just ahead. 

Too many follow the quick pace of the world and 
find themselves traveling swiftly to utter destruction 
not knowing where they are going. Indeed many in 
the world are sheep having no shepherd just wander
ing about aimlessly in life. Those who would seek the 
simple life found only in Jesus Christ must be willing 
to make the sacrifices associated with becoming a ser
vant of Christ. The world engages in activities that are 
harmful and sinful. The Christian does not. Anyone 
can become a child of God but must not attempt to 
also serve mammon. Any man, woman, or child who 
has reached the age of accountability can be baptized 
into Christ for the remission of their sins. Today we 
have the opportunity to choose whom we will serve. 
Today we can make the choice to serve God in this 
present world and live with him in eternity, or we can 
live for Satan and spend eternity with him forever out 
of the sight of God. 

Life is real. Life is earnest. It is not a dream. We 
talk about reality, even "reality television," but if what 
the TV portrays is reality, then I want nothing of it. 
Truly, as the song says, "take the world, but give me 
Jesus." This life is difficult at best, but it is so much 
more enjoyable knowing that you are a child of the 
king and he really cares about you. This life has its 
aches, pains, and sorrows, but with Jesus we can bear 
it until we go home. P.O. Box 95 • Rockingham, NC 28379 

churchofchrist@peedeeworld.net 
Fp 
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Potpourri ••. 
! thought this issue of the paper should include 

something from Greshem Machen- a denomi
national scholar who was fully committed to 

defending the verbal inspiration of Bible writers, and 
the inerrancy of the original manuscripts. This quo
tation is &om a speech he made to a graduating class 
of Presbyterian preachers. It hits the nail on its head 
-editor. 

I cannot tell you that the sacrifice will be 
light: it is a serious thing to stand against the 
whole current of an age; it is a serious thing to 
be despised and hated by the generality of 
one's fellow men. Yet that is increasingly the 
lot of the true Christian today. He will not, in
deed, be inclined to complain; for he has 
something with which all that he has lost is 
not worthy to b~ compared; and he knows 
that despite temporary opposition the ulti
mate future belongs to him and to his Lord. 
But for the present he is called upon to endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. It 
can hardly be said that unworthy motives of 
self-interest can lead a man to enter into a 
calling in which he will win nothing hut re
proach. 

What then can lead us to take such a step as that? 
Why do we insist on being so peculiar, why 

do we in such perverse fashion resist the cur
rent of the age, why are we so recalcitrant to 
the pronouncements of the "modern mind"? 

Perhaps, in the first place, it is because we 
do not think so highly as some people do of 
the modern mind - of the modern mind and 
of the modern world which that modern mind 
has produced. It is not the incidental defects 
of the modern world of which we are thinking 
just now. Those incidental defects, indeed, 
should be obvious even to the most enthusias
tic modernity. I suppose my experience is 
similar to the experience of many persons. 
When I was a student in Germany in 1905-
1906, the argument from modern authority 
seemed to me to be a very powerful argument 
against the supernatural Christianity in which 
I had been brought up. I was living in an envi
ronment where such Christianity was aban-
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doned as a matter of course. It was a very 
stimulating environment indeed, dominated 
by men whom I enthusiastically admired then, 
and whom I still admire. And the world in 
general seemed to be getting along very well 
without Christ. 

&·Gars Vs. fx·fx·Gars 
Rival ex-gay-related conferences are taking 

place simultaneously this week Oune 29). One is the 
five-day long Exodus Freedom Conference being 
held at Concordia University from June 26 to July 1. 
The other is the Ex-Gay Survivors' Conference -
organized by Soulforce and Beyond Ex-Gay -
which is meeting just down the road at the University 
of California at Irvine from June 29 to July 1. 

Exodus is promoting a therapeutic approach, of
fering hope that men and·women can receive "free
dom in Christ" to walk away from homosexuality. 
The Survivors' conference directly disputes this, 
claiming that homosexuality is God-given (or natu
ral), and that ex-gay ministries do emotional and 
spiritual harm to their intended beneficiaries. 

Pretty simple? Team Ex-Gay vs. Team Ex-Ex
Gay? Not so fast. There are several more layers of 
complexity. 

According to a recent interview in the Los Ange
les Ttmes, Alan Chambers, the director of Exodus In
ternational, "the nation's largest ex-gay ministry," 
says he's not focused on a sudden or complete break 
with same-sex attraction if that's what it takes to be 
considered a "successful ex-gay." 

Truth is, says Chambers, he's not sure he's ever 
met one. 

On the other hand, Michael Bussee, who is 
scheduled to speak out against ex-gay therapies at 
the Ex-Gay Survivor's Conference, recently en
dorsed new guidelines for therapy. He told the Los 
Angeles Times he favored an approach which does 
not claim to "cure homosexuality," but which helps 
gay men and lesbians who want to modify their be
havior to match their religious values - even if that 
means a life of celibacy. 

An ex-gay who acknowledges the persistence, for 
some, of same-sex attraction? And an ex-ex-gay who 
says it's OK to seek counseling to live chastely? 
Shouldn't they be talking to each other? 



The real news is that they'll be doing just that. 
Exodus director Chambers responded to the 

"Survivors" counter-conference by telling the Or
ange County Register, "Dialogue on this issue only 
benefits the community and the culture at large. I am 
happy to (be) a part of a much-needed exchange of 
thoughts on this issue." 

"I think there will be cross-pollination going on, 
because many of us know each other," a Survivors' 
representative told the Register. Private meetings be
tween members of the two conferences "have al
ready been set up for lunch and dinner." 

floods 
The floods that have devastated swathes of the 

country are God's judgment on the immorality and 
greed of modern society, according to senior Church 
of England bishops. 

One diocesan bishop has even claimed that laws 
that have undermined marriage, including the intro
duction of pro-gay legislation, have provoked God 
to act by sending the storms that have left thousands 
of people homeless. 

While those who have been affected by the 
storms are innocent victims, the bishops argue con
troversially that the flooding is a result of Western 
civilization's decision to ignore biblical teaching. 

[The Bishops are no doubt sincere but leave open 
and important question. The Episcopal Movement 
appointed a practicing homosexual to be a bishop. If 
God punishes such behavior by flood and drowning 
why did he not direct his wrath at the newly ap
pointed homosexual bishop?] 

lord Sponsors Gar Parade 
With sales plummeting, employees being laid 

off and plants being closed; Ford Motor Company 
has shown that it has no plans to stop promoting the 
homosexual lifestyle, including same-sex marriage. 

This past June 16, For~. helped sponsor Cleve
land Lesbian-Gay-Bi-Trans Pride Parade and Festi
val. Ford also had a festival booth and banner to 
market its support for homosexual celebrations! 

Ford continues support for the homosexual 
agenda despite the fact that not a single homosexual 
organization has publicly defended the company. 

Pqaasfolk 
If the organizer of Paganstock - a kind of 

Woodstock for Wiccans - accurately divined the 
spirits when he predicted turnout, 400 pagans have 
descended onto his southwestern Michigan property 

this weekend to open their hearts, open their minds 
and to hear the magic. 

Ethan Pulka of Bangor, Mich., almost canceled 
the annual event this year after his house burned 
down in March and after a testy fight in 2006 with 
the local township over an ordinance requiring per
mits that local pagans saw aimed at them. 

Paganstock is a three day affair featuring jewelry, 
clothing and food vendors, tarot-card readings, mas
sages, fire tricks, several heavy metal bands and pa
gan rituals. 

According to Pulka, he took on the task this year 
only because past participants were so insistent. 

"This is the only place a pagan can be a pagan," 
one of the musicians for this year's headline act, 13 
Winters, told Pulka (WorldNetDaily) 

Oueerlr Belo11ed 
A 53-year-old university professor and cam

paigner for legalized same-sex marriage in the UK 
said she was once a married "happy heterosexual" 
who had no doubts about her sexual orientation, but 
political activity and involvement in feminist causes 
"changed" her into a lesbian. 

Sue Wilkinson, professor of Feminist and Health 
Studies at Loughborough University, told the Lon
don Times that her 17 -year marriage to her husband 
had been a good one. 

But that changed in the mid-1980s when the 
young professor became involved with the British 
Psychological Society. 

"I was never unsure a~out my sexuality through
out my teens or 20s. I was a happy heterosexual and 
had no doubts," said Wilkinson. 

"Then I changed, through political activity and 
feminism, spending time with women's organiza
tions. It opened my mind to the possibility of a les
bian identity." 

Wilkinson divorced her husband and has lived 
with her partner, Prof. Celia Kitzinger of York Uni
versity, for the past 17 years. 

"I'd had a very happy marriage and a very good 
relationship with men," she said. "My husband took 
it very badly" (WorldNetDaily). 

lapist of I D-rear-old Girl 
A JUDGE spared a man who raped a girl of ten 

in a park - because she wore a "provocative" frilly 
bra anq thong. 

Window cleaner Keith Fenn, 25- who could 
have got life in jail - will be free in just four months 
after admitting twice having sex with the child. 
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Judge Julian Hall decided to be lenient because 
the girl "didn't look 10." 

The judge referred to the 1 0-year-old as a 
"young woman," and called her "very disturbed, 
very needy and sexually precocious." 

S•me Sex M•rri•ge 
[T]he Massachusetts State Legislature failed to 

approve a constitutional amendment to protect mar
riage, Governor Romney commented, "Unfortu
nately, our elected representatives decided that the 
voice of the people did not need to be heard in this 
debate. It is now even more important that we pass a 
Constitutional amendment protecting traditional 
marriage." 

Yog• 
Many believe they can practice yoga postures, 

breathing, and focusing techniques devoid of yoga's 
spirituality, not realizing that yoga is an inherent part 
of Hindu philosophy which teaches man and nature 
are one with divinity. 

Today, yoga is experiencing a worldwide renais
sance and in America has more than 70,000 yoga 
teachers working in 20,000 locations. Although 
viewed primarily as fitness instructors, these trainers 
are in reality the leading missionaries of eastern reli
gion in the west. The twenty-seven billion dollar a 
year yoga industry is marketed to students, athletes, 
businessmen, pregnant women and senior citizens 
promising solutions for stress reduction, concentra
tion problems, and issues of self confidence. 

Once viewed by Christians as a pagan import 
from the East, yoga has now become mainstream in 
the church through "Christ-centered yoga classes" 
designed to help improve spirituality and experience 
"the presence of God." But is yoga's mysticism com
patible with historic Christianity? 

Homosexu•l Promotions 
Not even an afternoon at a baseball game ap

parently is going to be safe for parents who want to 
protect their children from advocates for homosexu
ality, with the San Diego Padres' confirmation their 
July 8 game will simultaneously offer free caps to at
tract children, and a formal recognition of the area's 
homosexual organization. 

"San Diego Pride supporters and volunteers will 
be recognized for organizing the group event with a 
scoreboard welcome and the Gay Men's Chorus of 
San Diego will sing the National Anthem," the Major 
League Baseball team has announced on its website 
(WorldNetDaily, July 1, 2007). 
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Pornlesf 
California Supt. of Public Instruction Jack 

O'Connell, under whose supervision hundreds of 
thousands of children are being educated, has used 
his state position and taxpayer-funded stationery to 
praise a "gay" pride event that has been used in the 
past to expose children to sexually explicit activities 
(WorldNetDaily, June 21,2007, Bob Unruh). 

Aggressive AJs•ulf 
A collection of "gay" organizations has filed a 

friend-of-the-court brief in a Massachusetts lawsuit, 
claiming they have every right to teach their doctrine 
to grade-school students. 

Parental rights, according to the brief filed this 
week, "have never meant that a parent can demand 
prior notice and the right to opt a child out of mere 
exposure to ideas in the public schools that a parent 
disapproves of." 

That includes, according to the brief, religious or 
any other ideas. 

The new brief was filed in a Massachusetts Dis
trict Court lawsuit by Lexington parent David 
Parker, whose civil rights case is pending, by the Hu
man Rights Campaign, the ACLU, Massachusetts 
Teachers Association, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders and others. 

"The amici organizations urge this court to grant 
the school defendants' motion to dismiss because the 
scope of the rights of religious freedom and parental 
control over the upbringing of children, as asserted 
by the plaintiffs, would undermine teaching and 
learning in the Lexington public schools," the brief 
alleges. 

"Why are all these groups - especially the na
tional groups- so interested in a parent's right to 
decide what moral issues are taught to his children 
by adults in elementary schools, especially regarding 
homosexuality," asked Brian Camenker, president of 
MassResistance. · 

That group said it is a "pro-family action center 
for Massachusetts" which equips citizens to fight at
tacks on freedoms, constitutional government, chil
dren and parental rights. 

"This is outrageous and very frightening. They 
must see David Parker's case as quite a threat to their 
ability to push their message on children," he said. 

More Queer Adion 
Lawyers representing a Massachusetts school 

district named as a defendant in a parent's civil rights 
complaint have said teachers at Estabrook Elemen-



tary School have a "legitimate state interest" in 
teaching the homosexual lifestyle, and parents have 
no input into those decisions. 

The arguments came in a recent hearing on the 
district's motion to dismiss the complaint filed by 
David Parker, a parent whose concern over the 
school's promotion of the homosexual agenda to 
grade-schoolers prompted a meeting with school of
ficials, for which they had him arrested for trespass
ing. 

According to a report from the activist group 
MassResistance.org, those arguments echoed the 
claims made earlier in the case when a brief in sup
port of the school's position was filed by a collection 
of homosexual advocacy organizations. 

"The state must fight 'discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation' in ways that 'do not perpetuate 
stereotypes,'" the lawyers for the school district ar
gued. They also explained to the judge that, in their 
opinion, parents have no right to control what ideas 
the school presents to elementary schoolchildren, 
and if parents disagree with that dictate, they can 
take their children elsewhere. 

"Once I have elected to send my child to public 
school, my fundamental right does not allow me to 
direct what my child is exposed to in the public 
school," said the school's lawyer. 

(If you are concerned about parent's right to con
trol the morals taught to their own children, then it is 
time for you to stand up and be counted. This will 
not go away of itself- editor). 

lreafriag flews 

St. Petersburg, Fla., officials made good on 
their plan to limit free speech at the city's homo
sexual festival this weekend by arresting five Chris
tians for carrying signs "wider than their torsos" out
side the officially designated protest area. 

Billy Ball, Doug Pitts, Frankie Primavera and 
Josh Pettigrew, all of Faith Baptist Church in Prim
rose, Ga., were arrested today after leaving the area 
set aside by city officials for protest activities. Bill 
Holt, of Lighthouse Baptist Church in Jefferson, Ga., 
was also taken into custody. 

According to Lighthouse preacher Kevin 
Whitman, the five men were told by police their 
signs were not allowed outside the protest area be
cause they were wider than their torsos. When the 
men refused to put them away, they were arrested 
for violating a controversial city ordinance that gov
erns permitted events. 

rake ,,.,, 

MEMPHIS, Tennessee A Tennessee 
mother fed up with her daughter's misbehavior took 
an unusual tack in for latest punishment, making her 
stand on a busy street corner with an attention-get
ting sign. 

Tashara Wilkins, 13, held a sign Sunday reading, 
"I don't obey my parents, I'm a liar. I steal from my 
mom. I have a bad attitude." 

''All other resources haven't worked, so I'm mak
ing her be publicly humiliated today," mother Cherie 
Wilkins told WMC-TV in Memphis. "I hope this 
works for her. I love my child .... I could be beating 
her to death, but I'm not." 

Tashara said having to wear her offenses was eye
opening. 

"It might even work," she said. "I'm gonna start 
(behaving better) because I don't want to be standing 
out here with everybody looking at me like I'm crazy 
with this sign." 

Silly Is as Silly Does 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM - The International 

Space Nomenclature Council today adopted the 
term "emplacements de hauts gravite super"- or 
"super high gravity locations" - as the official re
placement name for black holes. Originally named in 
reference to the fact that light cannot escape their in
tense gravity, the term 'black hole' was increasingly 
criticized as being insensitive to African-Americans 
and Mrican-Europeans. 

"We're glad the council finally took action on 
this issue," said Isaiah Herman, Chairman of the Na
tional African-American Coalition of People. "The 
unimaginable destructive power of these super high 
gravity locations was giving the word 'black' a nega
tive connotation throughout the universe 

Play Ball 
The story of the menacing Little League dad, 

Wade Campbell, made a big stir all last week. He be
haved poorly, huffing and puffing, using profanity and 
allegedly threatening to do harm to his son's coach. I 
guess "shooting the coach like a dog," as Campbell 
allegedly threatened, would constitute harm. 

Good for Waf-Mart 
(CNSNews.com) -Less than a year after Wal

Mart joined forces with a homosexual business coali
tion, the retail giant announced it is halting support 
for the group and similar ones - a move hailed by 
pro-family organizations but criticized as "a step 
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backwards" by the chain's union-backed critics. 
"We are not currently planning corporate-level 

contributions to GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender) groups," Mona Williams, the company's 
senior vice president of corporate communications, 
said in an interview with Fortune magazine. 

Williams pointed to a company policy adopted 
last fall saying that Wal-Mart would not make corpo
rate contributions ."to support or oppose highly con
troversial issues" unless they directly relate to the 
chain's ability to serve its customers. 

She said the decision to stop sending funds to the 
National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce 
(NGLCC) "does not signal any less support" for its 
GLBT employees or for Wal-Mart Pride, a resource 
for homosexual workers at the company. "We cer
tainly don't feel that it's a retrenchment," she added. 

However, union-sponsored critics of the company 
had much harsher reactions to the development. 

Wal-Mart Watch said the company "remains the 
only national discount chain that does not offer part
nership benefits," unlike rival chains Sears and Tar
get. "Wal-Mart also has the dubious distinction of 
being one of the few companies to ever pull back a 
GLBT initiative," the group said on its website. 

"Every day, Wal-Mart's actions and rhetoric 
serve to not only further divide America, but expose 
this company's extreme right-wing colors," said Paul 
Blank, campaign director for WakeUp WalMart.com, 
another union-backed critic. 

Gore sf 

(2007 -07 -05) - AI Gore, the concert orga
nizer and former U.S. vice president, today defended 
his son, AI III, after the younger Gore's arrest for 
speeding and drug possession, applauding his use of 
the hybrid Toyota Prius to offset the carbon emis
sions of his smoking marijuana. 

"Even at 100 miles per hour," said the elder Mr. 
Gore, "the Prius produces less deadly greenhouse gas 
than a Lincoln Navigator or a Hummer. While I 
don't condone getting caught with marijuana, I 
would venture to say that my boy's total carbon 
footprint is still substantially smaller than the median 
for his socioeconomic and age brackets." 

The former presidential candidate, still consid
ered a possible contender for the 2008 Democrat 
nomination, is about to take center stage at the glo
bal LIVE EARTH concerts this weekend. 

Mr. Gore helped organize Live Earth to drama
tize the plight of the planet by having hundreds of 
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thousands of people burn millions of gallons of car
bon-based fuel to travel to eight locations worldwide 
where they'll communally exhale billions of cubic 
yards of carbon dioxide, generate hundreds of tons 
of human and artificial waste and expend untold 
kilowatt hours of electricity. 

"People don't realize how bad they are for the 
planet," he said. "But when we're all together at 
these concert locations, it will paint a picture of hor
rifying waste and environmental devastation. We're 
hoping people will see it, wake up and say, 'We have 
to stop doing this!'" 

llllacldag Civil llgbts Movemeat 
june 14, 2007 - Openly lesbian U.S. Represen

tative Tammy Baldwin and liberal Rep. John Lewis 
have introduced House Resolution 431 on the anni
versary of the Supreme Court's Loving v. Virginia de
cision legalizing interracial marriages. 

The goal of this resolution is to equate interracial 
marriage to homosexual marriage as part of a larger 
propaganda campaign being launched by the so-called 
"Freedom to Marry" group. This coalition of homo
sexual activist organizations is running full-color ads 
in magazines and newspapers to compare the legaliza
tion of interracial marriage to the effort by homosexu
als to have same-sex marriages legalized. 

Traditional Values Coalition Executive Director 
Andrea Lafferty said that homosexual groups such as 
the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN) already have their "Day of Silence" on 
school campuses throughout the nation. There are 
also Gay Pride Week celebrations, a National Com
ing Out Week, "Gay Days" at Disneyland, Gay His
tory Month, the National Transgender Day of Re
membrance, "Safe School" events and more. 

"The way things are going, every day of every 
month will eventually be a homosexual-inspired 
event of some kind. Homosexuals seem determined 
to hijack every day of the year and every historical 
event in our past. This is absolute nonsense." 

The Credibility of the Church 
by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ'~ church. 
Emphasis Is on matters that renect our credibility and consis
tency In the eyes of the world. BKTF01-CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$6.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.2596 tax 
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ligiJt, fight, light 
"War is an ugly thing, but not the ugliest of 

things. The decayed and degraded state of moral and 
patriotic feeling which thinks that nothing is worth 
war is much worse. The person who has nothing for 
which he is willing to fight, nothing which is more 
important than his own personal safety, is a miser
able creature and has no chance of being free unless 
made and kept so by the exertions of better men than 
himself'' (John Stuart Mill, English economist and 
philosopher). 

Gay Minister 1alren Ofllloster 
The openly gay pastor of Atlanta's oldest Luth

eran church has been removed from his 
denomination's clergy roster. 

But the Rev. Bradley Schmeling said Thursday he 
will not leave the pulpit of St. John's Lutheran 
Church, a decision that could open the 350-member 
congregation to disciplinary action from the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church in America. 

"The congregation issued a call to me in 2000 
and as far as we are concerned, that hasn't changed," 
Schmeling said. "I'm disheartened (the decision) 
gives the impression the church is more interested in 
rules than in ~om passion." 

fledion 2008 · 
Leading presidential candidates will participate 

in an unprecedented televised debate focusing exclu
sively on "gay," bisexual, and transgender issues. 

Sens. Hill:a.ry Clinton and Barack Obama and 
former Sen. John Edwards have confirmed they will 
take part in the one-hour Aug. 9 event in Los Angeles 
scheduled to be broadcast on the homosexual-ori
ented LOGO network and live streamed at 
LOGOonline.com. 

Several other Democratic candidates also might 
join the debate, reports 365Gay.com, a subsidiary of 
LOGO (WorldNetDaily, July 10, 2007). 

lpiscopal Bishop Sues kiting Churches 
A split within the Episcopal Church has begun 

and is on its way to court - something akin to "di
vorce court," it seems. 

More than 100 Episcopal parishes - and some 
dioceses - have either left the denomination or re
quested alternative oversight within the worldwide 
Anglican Communion. One of them is St. Stephen's 
Church in Heathsville, Va. 

"We left th~ ~piscopal Church because we could 
no longer be 1.1nder the leadership of people who 

have the attitude that they did about the authority of 
Scripture," said the Rev. Jeffrey Cerar, rector of St. 
Stephen's. "Starting several years ago, the Episcopal 
Church elected and put in place a homosexual 
·bishop and did so in disregard of the Scriptures. It 
was just a symptom of a much larger problem, which 
is that the leadership of the Episcopal Church does 
not regard Scripture as authoritative in the same 
sense that Christians always have before." 

He added: "One of the symptoms of the church 
now is that the new presiding bishop of the Episco
pal Church, (Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schorri) is 
saying that Christ is not the only way to salvation -
just a way." 

Next week, the heads of the Anglican 
Communion's 38 provinces, known as "Primates," 
will meet in Tanzania to discuss the possibility of 
breaking off relations with the American church. 

Gar lndodriaation Infuriates Chicago Parents 
Mandatory class for freshmen includes section 

on accepting homosexuality. 
Parents of freshmen at Chicago's Deerfield High 

School say students are required to attend lectures 
on gay sexuality, and then sign a contract forbidding 
them to talk about it afterward. 

Ellen Waltz's son and his friends told her about 
the lectures - delivered by other students - and the 
contract. 

"[They said,] 'We had to sit there and listen to 
them tell us about their feelings and what it's like to 
be gay,"' Waltz said. "They make them sign a con
tract staring that they won't say anything that's in the 
room." 

Lora Sue Hauser, a school-issues adviser for 
North Shore Student Advocacy, said a group of boys 
told her school officials threatened those who were 
reluctant to sign the contract. 

Jihad in Schools? 
Seems the ACLU couldn't care less that a San 

Diego public school has set aside 15 minutes of class
room instruction time for Muslim students to pray, 
while non-Muslims twiddle their thumbs. 

Right now it has no plans to legally challenge the 
budding madrassa as endorsement of a religion by 
government. Apparently the establishment clause 
only applies to the practice of Judeo-Christian rituals 
in public places. 

The special accommodations for Carver Elemen
tary's nearly 100 Somali Muslims don't stop with or
ganized prayer. The school cafeteria has banned pork 
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and other foods that conflict with the Islamic diet. 
And the K-8 school has even added Arabic - the 

language of the Quran - to its curriculum, while 
segregating classes for girls, a Ia the Taliban. 

Media llaHers 
Two news stories about hundreds of lesbian 

gangs attacking and raping young girls in schools and 
other public locations have prompted a backlash 
against the reporters by members of the homosexual 
community. 

The broadcasts by Memphis television station 
WPTY and Fox News host Bill O'Reilly quoted law 
enforcement authorities, victims, and even some 
gang members to documen~ the growing number of 
attacks on young girls by lesbian gang members. 

"The Eyewitness News Everywhere" report in 
Memphis documented incidents of gangs known as 
GTOs, or "Gays" Taking Over, attacking schoolgirls. 
Two prison inmates affiliated with the gang told the 
station they had begun meeting to offer each other 
support, but a younger generation of members had 
taken their group over for violence and rape. 

Rod Wheeler, who has experience as a police de
tective, told O'Reilly of a growing national concern 
over lesbians and some men "recruiting kids as 
young as 10 years old in a lot of the schools in the 
communit~es all across the country." He estimated 

the presence of 150 gangs, including lesbian gangs, 
in the Washington area alone. 

Some of the children, Wheeler said, "have actu
ally reported that they were actually forced into, you 
know, performing sex acts and doing sex acts with 
some of these people" (WorldNetDaily). 

Uaspeaia6fr Wicied 
A reporter embedded with the U.S. military in 

Iraq reports a government official has recounted a 
new atrocity by ai-Qaida: several instances in which 
terrorists baked a young boy, then invited his family 
to lunch with the victim as the main course 
(WorldNetDaily, July 13, 2007). 

Kids aad tiJe lafernet 
MINNEAPOLIS - A 19-year-old woman 

faces federal charges of recruiting minors for prostitu
tion, after some teenage girls told investigators she was 
actively recruiting clients for a sex ring she allegedly 
operated out of a Burnsville motel where she worked. 

Investigators believe Justine Alex Reisdorf of 
Eagan advertised in the "erotic services" section of 
the Web site Craigslist.org, and more recently on the 
"Live Links" telephone chat line, according to a 
statement by FBI agent Lisa Nielsen. 

Eagan Police Detective Kurt Bratulich started the 
investigation in December after a girl who allegedly 
worked for Reisdorf confided in him. 

You Should Know the Truth 
Various Sources 

D id you know that as a U.S. taxpayer you have 
helped fund a transgender beauty pageant? 
That is just one on a long list of bloated ex

penses by the tax-funded Centers for Disease Con
trol (CDC). 

CDC director Dr. Julie Gerberding recently told 
the U.S. Senate that her agency needed an additional 
billion dollars. Sen. Tom Coburn (R-Okla.) decided 
to see how the CDC had spent its last $10 billion. 
What he found will make you sick. 

The CDC has wasted millions of taxpayer dollars 
during the past few years on everything from veg
etable statues to zero gravity chairs. Sen. Coburn 
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shows in his report, "CDC Off Center," that the 
CDC has spent millions on lavish facilities, question
able conferences, and new offices in the home states 
of committee members who oversee its funding. 

Tony Perkins, president of Family Research Coun
cil, points out some of the more outrageous line items: 

• The CDC used syphilis prevention funds to 
host a "safe sex" event with a porn star. 

• It spent $45 million for conferences, including 
some that featured prostitutes and beach parties. 

• On the HIV/AIDS front, one grantee hosted a 
"bar night" with instructions on "how to throw a 
good party with lots of alcohol." 



Sen. Coburn reports that the CDC spent enough 
money on trips for employees to international AIDS 
conferences to underwrite drugs that would have 
prevented mother-to-chi ld AIDS transmission in 
over 115,000 babies. 

"CDC Off Center," a 115-page oversight report 
authored by the Minority Office of the Federal Fi
nancial Management Subcommittee, under the direc
tion of ranking member Senator Tom Coburn, exam
ines how CDC has tilted off center and makes rec
ommendations about how it might get back on track. 

The American people expect CDC to spend its 
$10 billion budget this year treating and preventing 
diseases and dealing with public safety threats, in
cluding the threat of bioterrorism. Whi le CDC will 
meet some of those expectations, if history is any 
guide, it will also waste millions of dollars. 

As part of his commitment to oversight of how 
Washington spends taxpayer dollars, Senator 
Coburn plans to release a series of oversight reports 
on federal agencies. Senator Coburn's hope is that 
more and better oversight will assist federal agencies 
and those in Congress with responsibility for over
seeing agency budgets, with reigning in wastefu l 
spending; demanding measurable results from pro
grams and grantees; and with reevaluating current 
spending before aski ng politicians and taxpayers to 
send more scarce tax dollars. 

"CDC Off Center" is not an effort to discredit 
the good work that the CDC and those who work 
for it have carried out and the good work that will 
continue in the future. The report will hopefully be 
seen for what it is: an effort to shine some light on 
prevention efforts and funding decisions that may be 
holding the agency back from fulfilling its central 
mission of fighting and controlling disease. 

Some examples in the report of CDC's spending: 
• $ 1.7 million - including terrorism funds -

on a Hollywood liaison program, which happens to 
be run by a former employee (p. 87); 

• $45 million for conferences, including those 
featuring prostitutes, protests, and beach parties 
(pgs. 48-60); 

Great Idea 

Give a gift subscription to Firm Foundation 
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I $3 0,000 employee saunas in a new $200,000 
fitness center that also includes mood-enhancing 
lightshows and zero-gravity chairs (p. 15); 

• $5 billion spent over seven years on HIV/AIDS 
prevention funding, and yet the U.S. still sees 40,000 
new cases each year, with no decrease in infection 
rates for over a decade (pp. 23-37) ; 

• Syphilis prevention funds used for porn star's 
presentation (p. 44); 

• HIV/AIDS prevention funds spent on 
transgender beauty pageant (p. 45); 

• $250,000 spent so two former employees 
could help build staff morale, (pp. 100-101); 

• $5. 1 million on "audio visual integration" in 
the new Thomas R. Harkin communications and 
visitor center, including a giant 70-foot-wide by 25-
foot-tall video wall of plasma screen TVs showcasing 
agency vignettes (p. 8); 

• 110 CDC employees traveled to two interna
tional AIDS conferences, when buying retroviral 
drugs with the trip funds could have prevented 
mother-to-child AIDS transmission for more than 
115,000 infants (pp. 50, 52); 

• New Hawaii office opening soon, announce
ment made by Senator from Hawaii who oversees 
agency's funding (p. 18); 

• $335 million on ads to fight childhood obesity 
.. . kids saw the ads, whether or not the ads affected 
their behavior is another question (pp. 69-71); 

• $128,000 in CDC bioterrorism funds spent by 
L.A. County on trinkets such as letter openers, 
whistles, magnets, mouse pads, flashlights, pens, and 
travel toothbrushes (pp. 106-10). 

Gender 
and Ministry 
Ralph Gilmore 
Don McWhorter 
Lynn Mitchell 
Robert Randolph 

Freed-Hardeman Forum 1990: A classic on the role 
of women in the church. Should women lead in 
worship? Lynn Mitchell and Robert Randolph 
answer yes. But Don McWhorter and Ralph Gilmore 
say that scripture forbids women having authority 
over men in worship. Speeches verbatim with 
questions and answers. pback, 0929540069 

$8.95 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation· (888) 367-6216 
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By Cecil May Jr. 

Erring Christians? 

Question: Is there any such thing as an "erring 
Christian"? Someone said, '~yone who is err

ing ts no longer a Christian." Is this correct? (L.W.) 

Answer: How many legs does a dog have, if you 
rl. call his tail a leg? 

Think about it, before you read on. 
The correct answer is, "Four." 
Calling a tail a leg does not make it a leg. 
It is not uncommon to hear words defined arbi

trarily and other people accused of misusing the 
word if they use it with another, even generally ac
cepted, meaning. 

The idea that "erring Christian" is an oxymoron, 
a self contradictory description, requires a personal 
definition of both "erring" and "Christian." 

Christian 
There is no scripture that defines Christian in such a 
way as to make it only applicable to one known to be 
a faithful Christian. 

The most frequent word in the New Testament 
for followers of Christ is "disciple," so used 269 
times. ("Members of the church" would probably be 
the most frequently used designation today, at least 
among us.) 

"Christian" is used only three times in scripture, 
but disciples and Christians are the same. "The dis
ciples were first called Christians at Antioch;, (Acts 
11:26). 

Disciple (of Christ), Christian, child of God, all 
refer to the same people. The derivation of Christian 
suggests it means a follower of or believer in Christ. 
But disciple also means "learner" or "follower," and 

. when disciple refers to a disciple of Christ, the defini
tion of the two terms is exactly the same. 

One could just as readily decide that "disciple" 
always means someone truly following Jesus and 
therefore there is no such thing as an erring disciple. 

That is why we have adjectives. "Faithful," 
"straying," "holy," "apostate," can all describe dis
ciples, children of God, or Christians. 
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Erring 
To err is "to sin, or to be mistaken." By that common 
definition, there is no one, Christian or otherwise, 
who is not "erring." "If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1John 
1:8). If we think, "Evlerything I currently believe is 
correct in every respect," we betray a terrible arro
gance. 

Not all sins are the same, of course. Some are 
more pernicious than others, and some are presump
tuously continued in while others are confessed and 
forgiven. Some are committed out of willful rebel
lion and some are committed ignorarttly. But God is 
better at categorizing them, and deciding what to do 
about each category, than we are. · 

He will deal with each one exactly as he should. 
But we should not assume that we are completely 
without error when we categorize others as erring. 

Some have used the fact that all of us are erring 
in one way or another to say that no: one has any 
right to correct another whom we believe to be in er
ror. That application of the fact is ~rcirig. The fact, 
however, is a fact! 

Knowing that God is gracious anq forgiving is 
never to be used to encourage us commit a sin (Rom. 
6:15). Nor should we ever fail lovingly to correct a 
brother or sister who needs to be corrected because 
we believe in God's grace. To do either is to presume 
upon the grace of God. jude says those who do that 
sort of thing "turn the grace of God into lewdness" 
Gude 4). 

God is gracious, however. While his children are 
walking according to the Spirit and _q.ot the flesh, 
they are not condemned (Rom. 8:1-4); while they 
are walking in the light, they are forgiven (1John 
1:7); whatever their sin or error might be. 

Conclusion 
So to define "erring" as "apostate" and "Christian" 
as "faithful follower of Christ" will orily work inso
far as the hearers and readers underst~nd and accept 
these arbitrary definitions. · Fp 
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The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 36 7-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKK.U04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket·sized book. 3" x 511•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&/1 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.ucstious 
aud Aus·wel"s 
h)' Gu~· N. Wouds 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lee· 
lures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJLot $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&l!/one book· $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Ready .<\.uswcrs 
to Religious Ea•roa•s 

by A. C. Wi lliams and J. Harvey Dykes 

Th is c lassic, pocket-s ized book 
(3W'x5l4") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 
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The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycsh•rday and Today 

by Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com· 
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Contemporary Concerns 
of Chris tians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
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dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ0 1 paperback, 289 pgs. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use or Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so." whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 

The Bedford Church of Chris t, in rhe Dallas/Fort 
Worrh area is in need of a sound,middle-age, family 
man to be our full-time minister. Conracr Gerald 
Ball at (817) 545-3597. Send resume with refer
ences and photo to: Gerald Ball at the Bedford 
Church of Christ, 240 I Bedford, TX 76021 

Central Church of Christ is searching for a leader 
to help in rhe spiritual growth of our congregation 
of believers. This person will oversee/coordinate 
all efforts to achieve greater congregational parrici
parion, subject to oversight of the elders. Primary 
responsibilities are organizing all aspects of a Small 
Group ministry and working in the Educational 
ministry which invoh•es selecting and/or developing 
Bible class curriculum for all ages, coordinating 
and providing training for Bible class teachers. 
Other responsibilities include activities areas in 
administration as a cooperative team member on 
the ministerial staff of Central, teaching, occasional 
preaching, and ourreach effo rts such as Monday 
Night for the Master. The growing church of 
350 members is located across from Lufkin Civic 
Center. Lufkin (pop. 35,000) is about 100 
miles north of H oustOn. In fo about our ciry is 
available at www.ci.lufkin.rx.us. Please email or 
send resumes to Central Church of Christ,7 11 N. 
Second St., Lufkin,TX 7590-1 (936) 634-7304; 
centralcofc@cox-internet.com 

Youth minister needed: Blue Starr Church of Christ 
in Claremore, Oklahoma has an immed iate 
opening for a spiriruall)' marure )·oung man/family 
10 work with a well established routh/ parenr 
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Divine Authority 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed-Hardeman University 

W y do churches of Christ not include me
chanical instruments of music in the wor
ship? 

Answer: There is no divine authority for its use. 
Peter obligated the church to give an answer to 

those who want to know. The apostle wrote, "But 
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear" (1 Pet. 3: 15). [All scripture references are from 
the NKJV unless otherwise indicated.] 

Divine Diredion Is Imperative 
No person is intelligent enough to be another's reli
gious guide. The thought is clear as exclaimed by the 
prophet when he wrote, "0 LORD, I know the way 
of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks 
to direct his own steps" Uer. 10:23). 

One example is sufficient to demonstrate that be
ing "self-directed" is fatal as it was in the period of the 
Judges. "In those days there was no king in Israe l; 
everyone did what was right in his own eyes" Uudg. 
21 :25). With this lack of divine direction, the book of 
Judges describes how the people of God went into one 
of the darkest periods in the Old Testament. 

It is essential to have authority for everything 
taught and practiced. Paul affirms this when he 

wrote. '~d whatever you do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him" (Col. 3:17). 

Devout religious folk offer a variety of kinds of 
authority. A columnist stated, "Church fo lks fight 
endlessly over which has the greatest authority: 
scripture, tradition, or reason ." 

However, some religionists are like those who 
questioned Jesus w hen he was teaching. They asked, 
"By what authority are You doing these things? And 
who gave You this authority?" (Matt. 21:23) Even 
false teachers realize there must be authority for 
what is taught. 

Divine Source of Authority 
The exclusive source for authority is the divine rev
elation. The Sovereign Triune God revealed the 
Bible. Authority in religion does not come from the 
church. It does not bind "church law" upon mem
bers of the New Testament church. 

God, our Sovereign, is worthy of men's complete 
love and surrender. "Jesus said, 'You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul 
and with all your mind'" (Matt. 22:37). God has re
vealed his authority - through the Spirit (1 Cor. 
2: 10). The Father sent the Spirit, the Comforter, to the 
apostles to guide them "into all truth" Uohn 16:13). 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

The Way of Escape 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common 
to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the tempta

tion he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it (1 Cor. 10:13 ESV). 

This is a precious promise. It should make every child of God 
feel secure, but it is, of course, important to understand the promise. 

A faithful (true) God will not allow his children to be tempted 
beyond their ability to overcome the temptation. 

Since this verse applies to all of God's children, it therefore 
applies to each individual saint. Every son or daughter of God can 
say with assurance, "God is true and will never allow me to be 
tempted past my competency." 

If I sin, then, obviously, I have been tempted beyond my ability 
to resist. The fact of the sin proves the strength of the temptation. 

Consequently, it is impossible for the child of God to sin ... 
God will not allow the believer to sin because he will not allow 
him to be tempted outside of his resistance level. 

Yet, the Bible says a saved person - washed and made clean 
by the blood of the lamb - not only can sin, but will sin. If he says 
he has no sin, he is a liar and God is not in him . . . and, he makes 
God a liar and God's word is not in him (1 John 1:8-10). 

Is this a contradiction in the Bible? 
Or is one of the passages misunderstood? (If yes, which one?) 
The Bible is emphatic in stating, repeating, underscoring, and 

trumpeting the fact that a blood-bought child of God can sin and 
so sin as to be eternally lost in hell. 

• "For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is become 
worse with them than the first. For it were better for them not to 
have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to 
turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto them. It 
has happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog 
turning to his own vomit again, and the sow that had washed to 
wallowing in the mire" (2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

• "For as touching those who were once enlightened and tasted 
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
and tasted the good word of God, and the powers of 
the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of 
God afresh, and put him to an open shame. For the land which hath 



drunk the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receiveth 
blessing from God: but if it beareth thorns and thistles, it is rejected 
and nigh unto a curse; whose. end is to be burned" (Heb. 6:4-8). 

• ''And Simon also himself believed: and being baptized, he 
continued with Philip; and beholding signs and great miracles 
wrought, he was amazed" (Acts 8:13) .... [N]ow when Simon saw 
that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit 
was given, he offered them money, saying, Give me also this 
power, that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he may receive the 
Holy Spirit. But Peter said unto him, Thy silver perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought to obtain the gift of God with money. 
Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not 
right before God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray the Lord, if perhaps the thought of thy heart shall be forgiven 
thee. For I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity" (Acts 8: 18-23) 

• "Remember therefore whence thou art fallen and repent and 
do the first works; or else I come to thee, and will move thy 
candlestick out of its place, except thou repent" (Rev. 2:5). 

• "So hast thou also some that hold the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans in like manner. Repent therefore; or else I come to thee 
quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of my 
mouth" (Rev. 2:15-16). 

• "But I have this against thee, that thou sufferest the woman 
Jezebel, who calleth herself a prophetess; and she teacheth and 
seduceth my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sac
rificed to idols. And I gave her time that she should repent; and 
she willeth not to repent of her fornication. Behold, I cast her into 
a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribula
tion, except they repent of her works. And I will kill her children 
with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he that 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto each one of you 
according to your works" (Rev. 2:20-23). 

• "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. So because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth. Because 
thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art the wretched one and mis
erable and poor and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich; and white gar
ments, that thou mayest clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness be not made manifest; and eyesalve to anoint thine 
eyes, that thou mayest see. As many as I love, I reprove and chas
ten: be zealous therefore, and repent" (Rev. 3:15-19). 

One who reads the New Testament and does not know that a 
redeemed person has the ability to sin and be forever lost is not 
paying attention. 

The Bible iterates and reiterates the stubborn fact that one 
who is born again- a second birth of his spirit in water Uohn 
3 :5) - is capable of sin. 
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Only the willfully ignorant can miss this point. 
Wait a minute! 
The Bible also says a faithful God will not allow us 

to be tempted further than our endurance (1 Cor. 
10:13}. 

The saved sin (1 John 1:9-10). 
If a saved person sins, it is obvious that he has 

been tempted with a temptation greater than he can 
bear. Otherwise, he would not sin. 

Think of it this way ... on a scale of 1 to 10 my 
endurance level in resisting temptation (sin) is 6. 
Anything under 6, I can handle, but anything over 6, 
I cannot handle. I sin. It therefore follows that I was 
tempted with an over 6 temptation. 

Still, the Bible says that God will not allow me to 
be tempted beyond my ability to resist the tempta
tion (1 Cor. 10:13}. 

Why does he not intervene and keep me from 
being tempted to my level of failure? 

Is there something for God to do, or is there 
something for me to do? 

I can raise my resistance level. If I go through the 
painful process of confessing my sin (1 John 1: 8-9); if 
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I agonize over every transgression and disobedience 
until godly sorrow works a repentance that brings no 
regret (2 Cor. 1:1 0). My new mind will then bring 
forth fruit worthy of repentance (Matt. 3:8}. Now I 
am a nobler, stronger person. My resistance level is 
higher because I have passed through the door of es
cape. 

The verse teaches that God will not permit us to 
be tempted with a supernatural temptation, but will 
only permit us to be tempted with natural tempta
tions. "There hath no temptation taken you but such 
as a man can bear," meaning that the temptations 
that beset us are such as others, past and present, 
managed, and that we can handle. 

In the first century, Satan supernaturally tempted 
people. Demon possession is a case in point. We do 
not have demon possession today - no supernatural 
temptation. Yahweh gives his solemn word that he 
will not allow us to be supernaturally tempted. If 
temptation comes, it is such as any one who is deter
mined to do so can resist and overcome, using natu
ral power and resources. 

When Jesus walked the earth in the form of a ser
vant, Satan assailed him and others with special power 
-supernatural temptation. God used his supernatu
ral power to resist the supernatural power of Satan. 

God won! Hallelujah, He won! The resurrection 
of Jesus and his victory over death is a deafening 
proclamation of this victory. He hath abolished 
death (2 Tim. 1:10). 

Satan lost! When he saw Jesus' agony and death 
at Calvary, the gleam in his eye indicates he thought 
the victory was his. However, on the morning of the 
third day (Sunday) the gleam faded and it became 
obvious that Satan's apparent victory was in fact a 
thunderous defeat. 

In view of the outcome of the battle between the 
supernatural power of Jehovah and the supernatural 
power of Satan, the winner dictated the terms of sur
render. 

Let us take a fresh look at Paul's marvelous, in-
spired statement: 

Wherefore he saith, When he ascended on 
high, he led captivity captive, And gave gifts 
unto men. Now this, He ascended, what is it 
but that he also descended into the lower parts 
of the earth? He that descended is the same 
also that ascended far above all the heavens, 
that he might fill all things.) And he gave some 
(to be) apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, unto 



the work of ministering, unto the building up 
of the body of Christ: till we all attain unto the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God; unto a fullgrown man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
that we may be no longer children, tossed to 
and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, 
after the wiles of error; but speaking truth in 
love, we may grow up in all things into him, 
who is the head, even Christ (Eph. 4:8-15). 

Study that passage and learn its full force in say
ing that two-thousand years ago Jesus won and his 
conquest portends his ultimate victory when time 

Divine Authority 
(continued from page 1) 

Christ Has All Authority 

Jesus announced his authority in connection with 
presenting the terms of salvation. He said, "All au
thority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" 
(Matt. 28: 18). His authority is universal in heaven 
and earth. The Father acknowledged Christ's 
Sonship twice - once at his baptism (Matt. 3: 17) 
and at the Transfiguration (Matt. 17 :5). 

One who is a Christ rejecter is in jeopardy at the 
judgment. "He who rejects Me, and does not receive 
My words, has that which judges him- the word 
that I have spoken will judge him in the last day" 
Oohn 12:48). 

Christ fulfilled the Mosaic prophecy, showing 
the importance of accepting his authority in "all 
things." 

For Moses truly said to the fathers, The LORD 
your God will raise up for you a Prophet like 
me from your brethren. Him you shall hear in 
all things, whatever He says to you. And it shall 
be that every soul who will not hear that 
Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among 
the people (Acts 3:22-23). 

Jesus is described as "Lord of lords, and King of 
kings" (Rev. 17:14). Therefore, he has supreme au
thority. 

Two titles for Christ that describe his authority 
are "Head" of the church and the "Chief Shepherd." 

The head controls and directs the whole body, 
and this is true for the body, the church. "And He put 
all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head 

is no more and Satan, demons, and all the ungodly 
shall be cast into a lake of fire (Rev. 20: 1-20), 

He that hath an ear let him hear. 
No supernatural temptation will come upon you 

but only natural temptations that others have been 
able to cope with - and that you can manage. 

Summons your strength and dedicate your life ... 
you can overcome. That is the promise of 1 Corin
thians 10:13. It will require effort- determination 
- on your part, but you can do it. God will not "suf
fer you to be tempted above that ye are able." 

P.O. Box 690192 
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over all things to the church, which is His body, the 
fullness of Him who fills all in all" (Eph. 1 :22-23). 

As the Chief Shepherd, he leads the shepherds 
and the entire flock. "[A]nd when the Chief Shep
herd appears, you will receive the crown of glory 
that does not fade away" (1 Pet. 5:4 ). 

The New Testament Is the Divine Creed 
An array of passages clearly teach that the New Tes
tament must be our only rule for faith and practice. 
Peter, Paul, and Jude are definite that the word of 
God must guide us. 

"If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of 
God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the 
ability which God supplies, that in all things God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be
long the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen" (1 Pet. 4: 11). 

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may he complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

"Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 
season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

"Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to 
you concerning our common salvation. I found it 
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all deliv
ered to the saints" Oude 3). 
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Jesus taught that "the Scripture cannot be bro
ken" Oohn 10:34). 

The Bible commands "Fear God, and keep His 
commandments" (Eccl. 12: 13). 

This is similar to what God told Joshua- "ob
serve to do according to all the law" Oosh. 1:7). 

Right AHitudes Toward Authority 
When the first gospel sermon in fulness was 
preached by Peter on Pentecost Day the sincere 
people who "gladly received his word were bap
tized" (Acts 2:41). 

The Bereans "receive the word with all readiness 
of mind" (Acts 17:11). 

The Thessalonians "received the word of God ... 
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth the word 
of God" (1 Thess. 2:13). 

The proper attitude should be what Eli told 
young Samuel when God called him. He said to re
spond, "Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth" (1 
Sam. 3:9). 

We should know assuredly that the Bible must 
not be "added to" nor "diminished therefrom." 

Solemn warnings were given in the Old Testament 
against changing the divine revelation. Moses wrote, 
"You shall not add to the word which I command you, 
no!" take from it, th~t you may keep the command
ments of the LORD your God which I command you" 
(Deut. 4:2). He also stated, "Whatever I command 
you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor 
take away from it" (Deut. 12:32). 

Solomon gave the same warning. "Do not add to 
His words, lest He rebuke you, and you be found a 
liar" (Prov. 30:6). 

In the New Testament, the same warning is given 
to any who would change inspiration's teaching: 

For I testify to everyone who hears the words 
of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds 
to these things, God will add to him the 
plagues that are written in this book; and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 
city, and from the things which are written in 
this book (Rev. 22:18-19). 

John wrote it was serious to go beyond the apos
tolic teaching. He said, "Whoever transgresses and 
does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ 
has both the Father and the Son" (2 John 9). 

6 

God is always right. 
"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 

September 2007 
Firm Foundation 

your ways My ways, says the LORD. For as the heav
ens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your 
thoughts" (lsa. 55 :8-9). 

"Yea, let God be found true, but every man a liar; 
as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy 
words, And mightest prevail when thou comest into 
judgment" (Rom. 3:4). 

It is folly to go back to God and ask if he has 
more to say. Balaam said, "What the Lord will say to 
me more" (Num. 22: 19). 

When God commands something one time, that 
is enough. 

What God's Authority Means to Us 

Since people do not have the final authority, a 
church or association cannot make divinely ap
proved religious laws. Furthermore, people cannot 
change or modify God's laws, and be acceptable to 
God. No creed of men can guide the church. The 
church of the New Testament cannot be controlled 
by a hierarchy or convention. No person can assume 
to be the Pope or a Diotrephes (3 John 9-10). 

Bible teachers and preachers must refrain from 
saying. "I believe thus and so"; but rather, always 
state, "The Bible says thus and so." When one saw a 
p~mper sticker that reag, "Goq said it; the Bible re
veals it; and I believe it"; someone added, "If I don~t 
believ~ it, it is still true." 

How Do We Learn God's Authority? 

"God, who at various times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has 
in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things ... " (Heb. 1:1-2). 

God has spoken to his "by his Son." We must re
vere what Jesus said and what he authorized to be 
said and written. We should gladly receive the com
mands of Jesus, faithfully follow approved apostolic 
examples, and accept every necessary inference of 
revelation. 

How May We Reiect Authority 

Here are several ways to reject and sin against God. 
By omission and neglect. "Therefore, to him who 

knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin" 
Oames 4: 17). "[H]ow shall we escape if we neglect so 
great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken 
by the Lord and was confirmed to us by those who 
heard Him" (Heb. 2:3). Sin is "missing the mark." 

By commission. "Whoever commits sin also com-



mits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness" (1 John 3:4). 
By not abiding in the teaching of jesus. "Whoever 

transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of 
Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doc
trine of Christ has both the Father and the Son" (2 
John 9). 

By violating our conscience. "But he who doubts 
is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat 
from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin" 
(Rom. 14:23). 

By presumptuous sins. "Keep back Your servant 
also from presumptuous sins; let them not have do
minion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and I 
shall be innocent of great transgression" (Ps. 19: 13). 
"Direct my steps by Your word, and let no iniquity 
have dominion over me" (Ps. 119: 133). "'But the 
person who does anything presumptuously, whether 
he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings re
proach on the LORD, and he shall be cut off from 
among his people" (Num. 15 :30). 

By follow our own will with reference to service 
and worship. "These things indeed have an appear
ance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humil
ity, and neglect of the body, but are of no value 
against the indulgence of the flesh" (Col. 2:23 ). 

Examples of Those Who Reieded Authority 
There are numerous examples of those who made 
wrong choices and then suffered a penalty. 

Adam and Eve- Genesis 3. 
Moses - Numbers 20 
Saul- 1 Samuel15 
Nadab and Abihu - Leviticus 10 
Uzziah - 2 Chronicles 26 
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What Is Left to Our Judgment? 
If Jesus tells us to do something, but does not tell us 
how to do it, we may obey him by doing the thing 
commanded in any way that does not violate a Bible 
principle. 

If Jesus tells us to do something specific and is si
lent with reference to all other things in the same 
category, then we are limited to the thing specified. 

Christ could not be a Levitical priest because he 
was of the tribe of Judah, rather than Levi. "For it is 
evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe 
Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood" (Heb. 
7:14). 

Since the Mosaic Law required priests from Levi, 
this excluded Christ who was of Judah. He is our 
high-priest, but after the order of Melchizedek -
not Levi (Heb. 7:11-17). 

We pray to the Father through Christ the Media
tor. ''And whatever you ask in My name, that I will 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son" 
Qohn 14:13). "For there is one God and one Media
tor between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus" (1 
Tim. 2:5). This excludes praying to the Virgin Mary 
as the mediatrix or to any of the sainted dead. 

An ecclesiastical hierarchy to govern the church 
is wrong because Christ is the supreme head and 
Chief Shepherd of the church. 

~uthority Is the Reason 
Faithful disciples of Jesus do not use mechanical in
struments in worship because there is no authority 
for it. Jesus told us to sing. Singing is a specific mu
sic. Since Jesus commanded specific music (singing) 
in worship of God, then using any other kind of mu
sic in worship of God is sin. 

Not a Salvation Issue 
Some say that the use or non-use of instrumental 
music in praise of God is not a salvation issue. 

The kind of music used in the worship of the 
church is specified in the New Testament. To use any 
other kind of music is to go beyond what is written 
(2 John 9), and consequently be without God. That 
sounds like a salvation issue. 

When we disrespect the express commands of sa
cred scripture, it is a salvation issue. Jesus said, "Not 
everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that 
day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done 
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many wonders in Your name?' And then I will de
clare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness!"' (Matt. 7:21-23). 

Accepting the authority of Jesus and obeying him 
painstakingly is necessary to salvation. 

The one who has all authority both in heaven 
and on earth said, "He who rejects Me, and does not 
receive My words, has that which judges him - the 
word that I have spoken will judge him in the last 
day. For I have not spoken on My own authority; but 
the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I 
should say and what I should speak. And I know that 

His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever 
I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak" 
Uohn 12:48-50). 

Let us resolve to be governed by him who has 
"all authority" (Matt. 28:18). 

372 E. Mill Rd. 
Henderson, 1N 38340·2428 

(Brother E. Claude Gardner is a stalwart in the 
church. We take off our hat to him for his yetr~rs of ser
vice to the church and for his uncompromising love of 
truth. Thank you, brother Gardner, for this.thought
ful piece ... and may God bless and keep yo'!.) ~ 

Was Paul A Sodomite? 
By Stephen Wiggins 

One of the most ludicrous attempts at bolster
ing the homosexual agenda that I have 
ever seen comes from the pen of liberal 

Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong (Here I Stand, 
pp. 362-363). He attempts such by arguing that the 
apostle Paul was a bitter, sexually repressed homo
sexual. 

Never mind that Paul unequivocally condemned 
homosexual behavior in Romans 1:26-27 as "un
natural" and a "perversion" of what God intended in 
human sexuality. According to the Bishop this was 
nothing more than Paul being "autobiographical." 
Supposedly Paul "hated himself" and was lashing 
out at others about what was really going on within 
himself. It was what Spong calls Paul's "defense 
mechanism." 

We are told this is characteristic of what homo
sexuals do before they come to accept their own 
sexual orientation. Spong identifies Paul's "thorn in 
the flesh" as homosexuality which the apostle sought 
the Lord to remove thrice. But, alas, the Lord was 
content to leave Paul a gay man. 

Spong further tells how he read all of Paul's 
epistles from the standpoint of Paul being a homo
sexual and how it "illumined" the text. What shall 
we say to this ingenuous nonsense? 

It is Scripture twisting at its best. The fact is 
Spong has lobbied a lifetime to have the Episcopal 
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denomination, of which he is a member, to not only 
accept practicing gays and lesbians into their fellow
ship but to ordain them as clergy. In 1989 he or
dained the first openly gay man into the clergy of the 
Episcopal Church. 

Spong is desperate in his attempts to paint a 
fa~ade of respectability over the immoral and despi
cable conduct generally associated with homosexual 
behavior. He thinks he can score some points by 
making Paul a homosexual. Given enough time and 
space we wonder if the bishop can find where the 
Lord is a pedophile when he said "suffer the little 
children to come unto me." 

Spong's mistake is that he is guilty of reading 
into the text that which he has already determined 
beforehand to be true. It is an insertion of precon
ceived ideas into the biblical text. It is a common 
mistake among the exegetically inept. It is an irre
sponsible and inexcusable mishandling of God's 
word. The lesson for us to learn is not to make the 
same mistake as this self-serving bishop has made. 
God will not hold him guiltless. 
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Corred Adions Are Not Enough 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

There is an axiom that is taught in the church. 
It is, "It is not enough to know the truth, 
but we must also do the truth." Numerous 

scriptures support this truth, i.e. "Therefore to him 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin" (James 4: 17) and "Even so faith, if it hath not 
works, is dead, being alone" (James 2: 17). 

This axiom has a counter part that is not as well 
taught in the church. It is, "It is not enough to do the 
truth. We must also know the truth." An illustration 
of this counter axiom is found in Isaiah 29:13-15 
where we can read the following: 

Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and 
with their lips do honour me, but have re
moved their heart far from me, and their fear 
toward me is taught by the precept of men: 
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a mar
vellous work among this people, even a mar
vellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and the under
standing of their prudent men shall be hid. 
Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their 
counsel from the LORD, and their works are 
in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and 
who knoweth us? 

The doctrine in verse 13 that was being taught to 
the people was to "fear" or respect God. This true 
ideal is found throughout the Bible. Solomon by in
spiration put it this way, "The fear of the LORD is 
the beginning of knowledge" (Prov. 1: 7). The first 
two laws in the Ten Commandments establish this 
law of fearing or respecting God (Exod. 20: 1-6). 
Verse 13 goes on and tells us that the people were 
being taught this doctrine "by the precepts of man." 

"Precepts" is translated from the Hebrew word 
mitswah. Mitswah is translated 173 times as "com
mandments." This means that they were being taught 
to fear God not by God's teachings/commandments, 
but man's. How can that happen? When God's will 
becomes human tradition and obeyed as such, then it 
is being taught "by the precepts of man" and not as the 
commands of God. Verses 14-15 clearly shows what 
God's reaction was to one of his truths being taught by 
man's "precepts." He didn't like it! 

Brethren, when God's will becomes our tradition 
and we obey it out of tradition, then we sin even 
though we are doing the correct action. We properly 
baptize by immersion. But, do we baptize by immer
sion because of a "thus sayeth the Lord" or because 
that is how we do it in the churches of Christ? We 
properly do not use mechanical instruments of music 
in our services. But, do we not use them because God 
never authorized their use or because that is how we 
do it in the churches of Christ? It is not enough to do 
the right thing, we must also do it for the right rea
son. The right reason is to be obedient to God and 
not man. 

Illustration: If a housewife chopped up a tainted 
chicken on a tainted cutting board, cooked it and 
served it, she would end up with a sick family. 
(Tainted chicken + tainted cutting board = sick fam
ily.) If she used a tainted chicken and an untainted 
cutting board, she would still end up with a sick fam
ily. (Tainted chicken + untainted cutting board = 
sick family.) If she used an untainted chicken and a 
tainted cutting board, she would still end up with a 
sick family. (Untainted chicken + tainted cutting 
board = sick family.) The only combination that 
would keep her family healthy is an untainted 
chicken and an untainted cutting board. (Untainted 
cutting board+ untainted chicken= healthy family.) 

Application: If a congregation engages in an un
scriptural action for an unscriptural motive, i.e. 
sprinkling because it's our custom, that would be sin. 
(Wrong action + wrong motive = sin.) If a congrega
tion engaged in an unscriptural action for a scrip
tural motive, i.e. sprinkling because baptism is a 
command of God, that would be sin (Rom. 10:1-3). 
(Wrong action + right motive = sin.) If a congrega
tion engaged in a scriptural action for an unscrip
tural motive, i.e. immersion because it is our custom, 
that would be sin (Isa. 29: 13). (Right action + 
wrong motive = sin.) The only combination that 
would be acceptable to God and, thus not be a sin, 
would be a scriptural action for a scriptural motive, 
i.e. immersion because that is what God commands. 
(Right action + right motive = righteousness.) 

Sadly, we have members of the Lord's church 
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who know what is to be done, i.e. immersion, a 
cappella singing, etc., but who cannot biblically sup
port such actions. 

Why does God reject cor rect actions without 
correct motives? Could it be that he knows that once 
we start doing the right thing "by the precepts of 
man" that we will soon be doing the wrong things 
also "by the precepts of man?" 

We all need to ask ourselves, individually and 

congregationally, an important question. Do we have 
the right motive when we do the right actions? If 
not, we need to repent and get it right! Remember, 
"it is not enough to know the truth, but we must also 
do the truth"; and " it is not enough to do the truth, 
we must also know the truth." 

Address 
address 

Either Or 
By A.B. Gregoreo 

I f the church of Christ is so terribly wrong and in 
desperate need of change, then it was equally 
wrong when the change agents and we first con

fessed and obeyed Christ . .. when the Lord added us 
to the church. If the gospel then preached was "blind 
legalism," as is charged by most change agents, then 
it was a "different gospel" from that preached by 
Paul (Gal. 1:2-9); that means we are all anathema, 
i.e. , cut off from God. T his includes those change 
agents who obeyed under that teaching and most 
likely preached it in days past. So were their parents 
and ancestors in the faith; all anathema! 

If all members of the churches o f Christ prior to 
our generation were hopelessly entangled in legal
ism, then the present administrators, trustees and 
faculties of Abilene Christian University, Pepperdine 
University and David Lipscomb University should re
nounce their founders and predecessors who all held 
and taught that faulty faith. 

If all were hopelessly misinformed and misdi
rected, prior to 20 years ago, then 98 percent of the 
existing congregations were founded on that sandy 
foundation (Matt. 7:26-27). Those enlightened pro
moters of change should openly renounce and repu
diate the previous founders and leaders of their con
gregations, and the very congregation itself, since its 
foundation is hopelessly flawed. 

Abilene Christian University celebrated its 1 OO•h 
anniversary in 2006. H ow can they ce lebrate and 
praise the work of men whose faith , whose message, 
and whose worship they condemn as flawed. lt is an 
either or proposition. Either they were righteous and 
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good men who faithfully preached God's truth and es
tablished true churches of Christ, or they were in er
ror. If in error, it wou ld be hypocrisy for change agents 
to praise them and claim them as their progenitors and 
spiritual heroes. 

There is another way to view this situation. The 
pioneers were godly souls, dedicated to serving 
Christ and building up his kingdom on earth. While 
imperfect, as are we, their hearts were set on Jerusa
lem. To the very best of their ability, they sought to 

understand and follow the will of Jesus. They were 
New Testament Christians. Sadly, some of their spiri
tual descendants have taken a different path. Paul 
put it, "In later times some shall depart from the 
faith" (1 Tim. 4:1-3) . The fathers served the Lord 
with gladness. We need the sam e faith and commit
ment they had. Together with them we seek the old 
paths of Christianity and walk therein Uer. 6: 16). 
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That Dirty I 0-leHer Word 
By Louis Rushmore 

ictionary definition for "dirty word" is "a 
word, expression, or idea that is disagree
able or unpopular in a particular frame of ref

erence" (Merriam-Webster). Usually, dirty words are 
vulgar, profane or swear words (cussing). So-called 
dirty words are not appropriate for polite company, or 
really under any circumstances, anywhere. Appar
ently, many dirty words share the characteristic also of 
being four-letter words. We decline to illustrate be
cause some things ought not to be verbalized, audibly 
or in writing (Eph. 4:29; 1 Tim. 5: 13); it is a "shame" 
even to speak some things (Eph. 5: 12). 

However, do you know about the dirty 1 0-letter 
word? That dirty 1 0-letter word is "conviction." The 
word conviction is "disagreeable or unpopular in a 
particular frame of reference"- contemporary soci
ety that stands for nothing, except that no one is al
lowed to stand for anything. Essentially, beyond run
ning amok of the social norm of today, attempts to 
make laws to outlaw conviction seriously threaten 
personal liberties and religious expression. 

Consider this case in point. Federal law prohibits 
"discrimination" in housing rentals or purchases 
based on race, color, sex, family status (having minor 
children), disability, national origin, or religion. Sev
eral states (California, Connecticut, the District of 
Columbia, Hawaii, Maryland, Massachusetts, Min
nesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, and Wisconsin) as well as 
several cities (Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit, Miami, New 
York, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and Seattle) amend Fed
eral law to include restrictions from discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation (whether one is ho
mosexual or heterosexual) ("Renter's Rights"). 
Landlords are legally forbidden to exercise any reli
gious convictions they may have that oppose contrib
uting to sinful cohabitation (e.g., fornication, homo
sexuality). "Do you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be de
ceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul
terers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor
tioners will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-
10NKJV). 

Consider another case in point. On June 27, 
2007, the Maryland State Board of Education over
ruled all opposition to the implementation of sex 
education in Montgomery County's middle and high 
schools that promotes homosexuality as acceptable 
sexual orientation, while at the same time denying 
opportunity respecting any counter viewpoints. In 
part, the 17 -page decision states that the parental 
"right is not absolute. It must bend to the State's 
duty to educate its citizens" (de Vise). This recent 
episode is typical of an increasing number of school 
districts throughout the United States. Parents are le
gally disadvantaged to exercise any religious convic
tions they may have that oppose sinful behavior, 
which if not taught to their children if they restrict 
them from the offending instruction, promotes the 
sinful behavior of homosexuality among their 
children's peers. "Do not be deceived: 'Evil company 
corrupts good habits.' Awake to righteousness, and 
do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of 
God. I speak this to your shame" (1 Cor. 15:33-34 
NKJV). 

Consider another case in point. A bill in the U.S. 
Congress has as a part of it an amendment to hate 
crime laws to include saying anything in opposition 
to homosexuality (Unruh). Even without a Federal 
law adding speech contrary to homosexuality to hate 
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crime laws, Americans are already being arrested, 
fined, imprisoned and facing court-ordered re-edu
cation. 

Madison, Wisconsin . David Ott, a former ho
mosexual, was arrested for a " hate crime" for 
sharing his testimony with a ho mosexual at a 
gas station. H e faced a $ 10,000 fine a nd o ne 
year behind bars. Seven t housand dollars in 
legal fees later, [he] was ordered to attend re
educatio n classes at the University of Wiscon
sin conducted by a lesbian. St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Five Christians including two pastors 
were arrested at a homosexua l ra lly for step
ping onto the public sidewalk instead [of] 
st aying caged in their officially d esignated 
" free speech zone." Elmira, New Yo rk. The 
Elmira police arrested seve n C hr istians for 
praying in a public park w he re a homosexual 
festival was getting started. C rystal Lake, lll i
nois. Two 16 year o ld g irls are facing felo ny 
"hate crime" c harges fo r the content of the ir 
flyers. Philadelphia, Pe nnsylvania. Arlene 
Elshinnawy, a 75-year-old grandmother of 
three, a nd Linda Beckman, a 7 0-year-o ld 
grandmother of 10 (along with nine others), 
were a rrested for sha ring their fa ith on the 
public sidewa lk. (Unruh) 

Who else will fall victim to the trend in America 
to criminalize religious conviction against homo
sexuality: authors, radio speakers, ministers, any 
Bible believer. Back in 2004, Canada already 
criminalized all oppos1t10n to homosexuality 
through the enactment of Federal law ("Bible as 
Hate Speech"). ''A pastor in Europe already has 
served a prison term for preaching that the Bible 
condemns homosexuality" (Unruh). The day may 
well come in the not too distant future when the 
Bible itself will be outlawed in the United States of 
America because it uniformly in both testaments con
demns homosexuality as sinful. W hat will Christians 
do? "But Peter and the other apostles answered and 
said: 'We ought to obey God rather than men'" (Acts 
5:29-30 NKJV). 

Conviction is truly a dirty 10-letter word! Espe
cially the churches of Christ function in all areas 
upon the basis of religious conviction, which relates 
directly to the absolute, unchanging religious author
ity of the Bible (2 Tim. 3 :16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21). 
What are we to do? This religious conviction distin
guishes faithful congregations and Christians from 
others who worship with instrumental music (Eph. 
5: 19), who adopt the clergy (Matt. 23:8-1 0) , who 
organize themselves above the congregational level 
into ecclesiastical hierarchies (Acts 14:23), who peri-
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odically vote to change doctrine Uude 3 ASV), etc. 
Not long after it was established, Christianity be
came an unlawful religion, and Christians who re
fused to worship the Roman Emperor were guilty of 
the double crimes of treason and atheism (for not 
worshiping the state religion) . "Fear none of those 
things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall 
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; 
and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faith
ful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" 
(Rev. 2:10 KJV). 
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Taking Up the Slack 
By Gilbert Howell 

T e legacy we leave behind in our children may 
cause a lot of damage to the Lord's church. If 
we give slack to error, truth suffers. 

It appears from decade to decade, there are 
fewer and fewer faithful Christians. The growth of 
the church seems to get slower and slower as time 
goes by. It is not my intention to be a prophet of 
doom, but to bolster up our awareness to train our 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Does not the wise man Solomon teach in Proverbs 
22:6 "Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 

The faithfulness of our children seems to be slip
ping away. Many congregations of the Lord's church 
have already fallen into apostasy; and many are tee
tering on the brink of fatal spiritual disaster. 

Have We ForgoHen 

What do inspired scripture teach us? Accurate num
bers of members of the Lord's church and percent
ages of growth or decline evade us. In the decade of 
the sixties, according to general reports, churches of 
Christ, over a period of ten years, grew over four 
hundred percent. There was a time when churches of 
Christ were number ten (?) in the list of most mem
bers of a religion. I read numbers, and the more I 
read the more imponderable they become. However, 
one thing I have ·noticed is, the numbers are declin
ing. 

Where are we now? Have we forgotten Paul 
taught Timothy "the church of the living God" is 
"the pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Tim. 3: 15)? 

Have we forgotten, it was Jesus who taught "the 
truth shall make you free" Oohn 8:32)? 

Have we forgotten God's "word is truth" Oohn 
17:17)? 

Have we forgotten "how men ought to behave 
themselves in the house of God" (1 Tim. 3:15)? 

Have we forgotten "Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord ... fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath, but nurture them in the chastening and admo
nition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:1-4)? And in Colossians 
3:20-21 Paul wrote, "Children, obey your parents in 
all things, for this is well pleasing in the Lord. 

Father's provoke not your children, that they be not 
discouraged." 

When We Are Gone 

Will the Bible knowledge our children receive from 
us be enough to sustain them and the church? Where 
will the church be ten years from now? 

Will our young members be able to keep the faith 
and keep the church sound in the gospel? Will our 
children and grandchildren be converted to the abso
lute truth? 

Can they take up the slack we leave? 
"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 

some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9). The 
word "slack" means "slowness, tarrying." 

God has not slowed down; he has not delayed 
his work of redemption. The slackness is on our part. 

God has said and done all he intends to do or say. 
We must "contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered unto the saints" Oude 3). 

The work of the great commission is our respon
sibility (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). God will 
continue to do his part. 

Are we doing our part? Are we converting our 
children to Christianity, and teaching them the im
portance of standing firm in and for the truth? Will 
they have "the firm foundation of God" to sustain 
them? (2 Tim. 2: 19). 

Through Someone's Children 

Of course, our salvation was in the mind of God be
fore the creation of the world. Our salvation today 
comes from God through Abraham and his child 
Isaac. God through his Son Jesus made salvation pos
sible for each one of us today (Gen. 12: 1-3). It was 
the plan God set forth from the beginning. 

God, through his Son Jesus, put salvation within 
the reach of every human being (See John 3: 17). The 
call to repentance rings loud and clear. As one reads 
the prophet Joel, and the woeful calamity of the na
tion of God's people, he should be more determined 
to cling to the one way of salvation. 
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Parents must herald the message to their children 
... grandch ildren . . . great grandchildren, e re. Qoel 
1:3}. 

"The day of Jehovah is at hand, and as destruc
tio n fro m the Almighty sha ll it come" Qoel 1:15). 
Wi ll we pass o n to our child ren the true Bib le mes
sage o f the coming Day of Judgmenr by th e Almighty 
at the hand o f his Son j esus Christ? (Acts 17 :30-31). 

There wi ll be no warni ng sou nded. j esus wi ll 
come as a thi ef in the n ight (1 Thess. 5 :2). W hen the 
shout is heard and the trumpet sounds, that's it ! (1 
Thess. 4: 13-18). 

Will we leave o ur child ren, and all future ge nera
ti o ns to come, withou t the protection of the 
Christian's a rmor? (Eph. 6:10-20). 

Our Children Will Be Saved 

God made a promise to our children. Wi ll we de
prive them of that great salvation ? 

Luke records the words of the insp ired apostle 
Peter in Acts 2:38-39 : 

And Peter said unto them, " Repent ye, and be 
baptized every o ne o f you in the name o f 
jesus Christ unto the remissio n of your sins; 
and ye sha ll receive the gift of the Ho ly Spiri t. 
For to you is the promise, and to you r chil
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the Lord our God shall call unto him. " 

The "gift o f the H oly Spirit" is salvation from 
sin. The promise was to the j ews, and to their ch il
dren, and to "all t hat are afa r off," (Gentiles - to 
our children and us) . If we ve il the gospel, we de
prive our children o f the salvatio n that is r ightfully 
the irs through obedience to the gospel o f Christ (2 
Cor. 4:3). J esus came and died a cruel death and be
came our sacrifice so t hat we can enter into the pres
ence of God (Heb. 6 : 19-20). 

Sa lvati o n is through unadulte rated truth. O ur 
children, converted to the truth , are the future of the 
church. If we do no t gro und our children in the 
truth, the future of the body of Christ is bleak. 

Who w ill stand up for the truth in the pulpit? 
Who wi ll evangel ize o ur commun ities w ith the 

gospel? 
Who will be q ualified to assume the role of lead

ershi p in the church? 
Who will lo ng for the fe llowship of brothers and 

sisters in C hrist? 
Who will come to the fo refront and reach our 

children? 
Who will be role models for future generations? 
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W ho will fil l t he pews in the aud itorium of our 
church buildings? 

Yea, verily, w ho wil l stand in the gap and fight 
the battle for rhc faithfu l future of t he body "for 
which Christ d ied" (Ezek. 22:30-31; Eph. 5 :25-26)? 

If elders, deacon , Bible clas teache rs, and faith 
ful gospel preachers do nor soon make a drastic 
change, faithful members of the church w ill continue 
to decline and whole congregatio ns fa ll into apos
tasy. 

However, our ho pe is, " [WJe are no t of them 
that shrink back unto perditio n; bur of them t hat 
have fa ith unto the sav ing of the soul" (H eb. 10:39). 

"W herefore, rece iving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, w hereby we may offer ser
vice well-pleasing to God with reverence and awe: 
for o ur God is a consuming fire" (Heb. 12:28-29). 

Let us leave no slack. 
304 Tommy Smith Rd. 

Be11lfey U\ 71407 
FF 

-Heritage-
at Will Yours Be? 

0 

What will yours be? 

What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 
Firm Foundation, Legacy 

Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 

(281) 469-3540 • had@att.net 



The Search for the Limits of Darwinism 
By Michael J. Behe 

I n 1996, Pennsylvania's own Michael J. Behe 
launched a frontal attack upon Darwinian evolu 
tion with the publication of Darwin's Black 

Box. Behe, a mild-mannered molecular biologist at 
Lehigh University, argued politely but vigorously 
that the standard Darwinian explanation (random 
mutations plus natural selection) simply couldn't ex
plain the evolution of a number of significant struc
tures and processes observed in living things. Intri
cate processes like human blood clotting, and intri
cate structures like the bacterial flagellum (which is 
built uncannily like an outboard motor) were "irre
ducibly complex" arrangements that couldn't have 
arisen by a series of chance steps. They therefore 
must have been designed, by an intelligence of some 
kind. Behe's book soon became the flagship of the 
movement known as intelligent design (ID). 

Behe's presentation and subsequent defense of 
ID (including his testimony at the Dover trial in 
2005) outraged much of the biological community. 
He was denounced by the self-styled defenders of 
science - biologists like Ken Miller and Jerry 
Coyne, and non-scientists like Michael Ruse and Bar
bara Forrest. They accused Behe (along with his al
lies in the ID movement) of recycling disproved ar
guments, of insolently refusing to genuflect before 
the Darwinian consensus, of misunderstanding the 
nature of scientific theory, and of trying to slip God 
(disguised as "the intelligent designer") into public
school science classrooms. Intelligent design, if not 
nipped in the bud, would turn science classes into 
seminaries, set back modern medicine by denying the 
evolution of antibiotic resistance, and destroy confi
dence in science in general, relegating America to a 
backward technological status. 

There was some reasonable criticism. Behe said 
that the bacterial flagellum could have been created 
only by multiple coordinated genetic changes, and 
that such coordination was beyond the power of ran
dom mutation. Miller argued that, given enough 
time, random mutations could accumulate, produc
ing a flagellum by stages. Behe's purely qualitative 
argument couldn't disprove this possibility; without 
hard numbers, how did he know what random muta-

tion could or couldn't accomplish? 
Behe's new book, The Edge of Evolution, pro

vides some hard numbers, coupled with an ingenious 
argument. The key to determining the exact powers 
of Darwinian evolution, says Behe, lies with fast-re
producing microbes. Some, such as malaria, HIV, and 
E. coli, reproduce so quickly that within a few de
cades, or at most a few millennia, they generate as 
many mutations as a larger, slower-breeding animal 
would in millions of years. By observing how far 
these creatures have evolved in recent times, we can 
estimate the creative limits of random mutation. 

In the case of malaria, the creative limits appear 
quite low. Over the last few thousand years, several 
thousand billion billion malarial cells have been un
able to develop an evolutionary response to the 
sickle-cell mutation, which protects its human bear
ers from malaria. On the other hand, malaria has 
proved able to develop Darwinian resistance to the 
antibiotic chloroquine. This resistance is based upon 
two simultaneous mutations affecting a malarial pro
tein. Yet this rare double mutation has occurred 
fewer than 10 times since chloroquine was intro
duced 50 years ago, during which time a hundred 
billion billion malarial cells have been born. If this 
indicates the typical rate of occurrence of double 
mutations, then the Darwinian transformation of our 
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pre-chimp ancestor into homo sapiens, which wou ld 
have required at least some double mutations, wou ld 
have taken at least a thousand trillion years, a time 
span greater than the age of the universe. 

Drawing upon parallel mutation studies of HIV 
and E. coli for confirmation, Behe concludes that 
random mutations cannot explain the origin of most 
of the complex structures in living things. He con
cedes that Darwinian processes can make new spe
cies, but argues that they are incompetent to gener
ate new kingdoms, phyla, o r classes. The creative 
limit, the "edge of evolution," lies somewhere be
tween the level of species and the level of class. Dar
winian processes can account for the difference be
tween a dog and a wolf, maybe even a dog and a 
bear, but not the difference between a lizard and a 
bird. Something other than random mutation must 
have produced such differences; for Behe, the 
"something" is intelligent design. 

The response to Behe has been predictable. The 
editors of the major print media have assigned 
known enemies of ID to trash the book - Richard 
Dawkins for the New York Times; Coyne for the 
New Republic; Miller for Nature; Ruse for Toronto's 
Globe & Mail. A large part of each review is ad hom
inem, concerned wi th Behe's alleged religious 
agenda, nis minority status among biologists, and 
other irrelevant matters. In Dawkins' review, the sci
ence is barely touched, and it's not clear from Ruse's 
review that he has even opened the cover of the 
book. Behe deserves better. The Edge of Evolution 
makes a serious, quantitative argument about the 
limits of Darwinian evolu tion. Evolutionary bio logy 
cannot honestly ignore it. 
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"We Be Brethren!'' 
By Terry Town send 

X there was a strife between the 
herdmen of Abram's cattle and the 
herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the 

Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled in the 
land. And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be 
no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; 
for we be brethren (Gen. 13:7-8). 

Over the years I've seen families (physical and 
spiritual) suffer greatly because of inward strife. 
Sadly, many good homes and congregations have 
been severed because internal conflict was improp
erly handled. If you find yourself amidst a family 
feud and are seeking a peaceful resolution to the 
problem, then consider what God's word says rela
tive to Abram's confrontation with his nephew Lot. 

From this beautiful Old Testament passage, we 
learn that many problems within families stem from 
prosperity (Gen. 13:1-6). We're made to believe that 
prosperity breeds happiness, but this isn't always so. 
Abram and Lot worked hard; God had blessed them 
beyond measure. But with success came struggles. 
More isn't always better; riches will not eliminate all 
of life's little scuffles (1 Tim. 6:9). Certainly, God 
wants his people to prosper - to grow. But growth 
will always be met with some growing pains! 

The confrontation between Abram and Lot re
minds us that conflict within can affect those without 
(cf. Gen. 13:7). Abram's desire was to glorify God 
before men rather than to glorify self. This great pa
triarch had God, family and others at heart. He 
knew that family strife could ultimately affect how 
the world viewed both his family and God. Do 
people in the world want to associate with families 
who constantly bicker and strive with one another? 
Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Fa
ther which is in heaven" (Matt. 5: 16; cf. John 13:34-
35). The world is watching; thus, problems that may 
arise should be resolved quickly and discreetly. 

We learn from the text that a family must never 
lose sight of who they are when faced with internal 
strife (Gen. 13:8). Despite their conflict, Abram never 
lost sight of who Lot was- his kinsman. When issues 
arise within the family unit (physical or spiritual), 

we'd do well to remember who we're dealing with. 
John, the beloved disciple of Jesus, writes, '~nd this 
commandment have we from him, That he who loveth 
God loveth his brother also'' (1 John 4:21). 

In addition, we learn that any success a family 
has at resolving problems will depend upon how self
less they are in working through them (cf. Gen. 
13:9). Selflessness is crucial for solving strife. Abram 
swallowed his pride and approached Lot to work out 
the problem (Matt. 18:15ff). He put Lot first. 

Paul writes, "Let nothing be done through strife 
or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than themselves. Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also on the things 
of others" (Phil. 2:3-4). Imagine how quickly and 
smoothly internal problems would be resolved if 
more people had Abram's selfless disposition. 

Finally, we learn from the text that every family 
member must be willing to accept the decision that 
was made to resolve the issue (Gen. 13:10-12). 
Abram allowed Lot to decide what land to take to 
put to rest the conflict between them. Lot was selfish 
in his decision, but Abram agreed to the terms, and 
did so with complete contentment. When a decision 
is reached within a family relative to dissolving a dis
pute, every member would do well to accept it and 
be content therewith. Paul writes, ''Not that I speak 
in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:1 1). We 
may not completely like the decision, but if that 
choice is in keeping with God's will and for the over
all well-being of the whole, then for the sake of unity 
we must consent and be content. 

Be assured that where there are people, there will 
be problems; where there's success, so too will there 
be struggles. Any dispute can be resolved peacefully. 

"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forebearing one another in love; endeav
oring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
o{Hazelton Etna Rd. SW 4823 Hazelton Etna Rd. SW 

Pataskala, OH 43062-9 109 
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Don't Let Darwin Make a Monkey Out of You 
By Steve Maltz 

W accept plenty of things in this life as true. 
Sometimes we grow out of them as we 
grow up, as in the case of Santa Claus, 

the tooth fairy and a decent postal service. We dis
card some previously accepted "truths" as we be
come more aware of the world around us. Yet some 
are not and we go through life believing the same old 
stuff mainly because nothing else has come along to 
teach us otherwise. This is fine as long as there's 
some semblance of truth in what we're believing, but 
there are some things that we may have been taught 
that were untrue because the world has moved on 
and better explanations have been put forward. This 
can be more important than you think. 

Does the term "primal soup" stir any brain cells? 
It was an experiment by Stanley Miller in the 1950s 
that claimed to produce life out of a "soup" of 
chemicals placed into a container full of gases and 
energized with a swift bolt of electricity. The idea 
was that this combination reproduced the conditions 
all those millions of years ago on Earth when life 
first appeared, and the experiment attempted to do 
the same thing in a laboratory. Still, some believe 
that it's the best explanation of how life came to be? 
Think again. 

This experiment has, for the last 20 or 30 years, 
been totally discredited by the scientific community, 
yet that little gem of information hasn't filtered 
through to us, or to our education system. Objections 
include the fact that they made wrong assumptions 
about the gases and the amount of electricity needed 
to make it work. In other words, they managed to get 
most of the experiment wrong. 

Doesn't fill us with much confidence, does it? Yet 
some school textbooks still feature the experiment 
and, although others may feature it with a warning 
that it's not the best fit for the data, it is included be
cause the scientists haven't found a better fit for the 
data and they had to provide some explanation that 
reflected their world view! 

But there are deeper questions raised about the 
theory that life on Earth could have started in such a 
way. Such questions as where did we come from are 
answered these days by scientists following 
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principles first proposed in the mid-nineteenth cen
tury by Charles Darwin under the all-encompassing 
umbrella of the Theory of Evolution. It has held 
sway ever since, with a firm grip on the hearts and 
minds of scientists the world over. Is that because it 
was a good theory? Not exactly. The problem is that 
it has been the only theory that science has come up 
with and, for many scientists, it has to be the only 
game in town because, for many of them, the alterna
tive is unthinkable. 

Make no mistake, despite its billing as the enemy 
of organised religion, for most scientists working to
day in a whole variety of disciplines, the Theory of 
Evolution has become a religious system of the highest 
order. With a set of dogmas firmly entrenched in the 
past, based around the holy book, "The Origin of the 
Species," Evolution is put forward as a mechanism to 
explain all the mysteries of life. It even has its priests, 
self-proclaimed spokesmen such as the biologist Rich
ard Dawkins, to organise its worship. Dawkins has 
said, "it is absolutely safe to say that if you meet some
body who claims not to believe in evolution, that per
son is ignorant, stupid, or insane (or wicked, but I'd 
rather not consider that).'' If that is not blind faith then 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
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• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



I don't know what is! What it does remind you of, 
though, is the medieval 'Church, zealous to protect its 
dogmas by vilifying the slightest deviation from them 
and burning "heretics" at the stake. 

A basic assumption of Evolution is that life ap
peared by blind chance. The usual process, as already 
described, is that, given a few million or billion 
years, a hotch-potch of chemicals, swirling away in 
the right atmosphere will eventually produce the 
simplest form of life, from which will evolve, given a 
few more millions of years, into simple organisms, 
which will, after a few more million years, modify 
and change, with succeeding generations, into more 
complex organisms, eventually producing mankind. 

It's the process whereby the "primal soup," given 
enough time, would eventually produce little old you 
and me, by way of amoeba, fish, small mammals and 
a variety of monkeys. It has reigned supreme in the 
scientific and educational community. The Natural 
History Museum is a virtual shrine to these ideas and 
schoolkids are spoon-fed on evolution as the expla
nation of the origins of life and humankind. Yet it is 
only a theory and any scientist will tell you that a 
theory is the best fit of available facts to explain a set 
of phenomena. 

But it has not survived the scrutiny of impartial 
scientific discovery. The fossil record did seem to of
fer proof but, despite frantic searching over the last 
century and a half, vital "missing links" that bridged 
species such as humankind and whatever came be
fore us, have failed to emerge. Of course there is no 
time here to provide a solid, comprehensively rea
soned rebuttal of the theory of evolution but the 
point I wish to make is that, if the theory of evolu
tion had been judged like any other scientific theory, 
it would have fallen apart by now, its credibility all 
shot through because of its shaky foundations. But it 
has stood firm. Why? 

To answer this question, we must realise that to
day, the Theory of Evolution is the scientific 
worldview, the status quo in the classrooms, the re
search labs, the libraries and colleges. But the Em
peror has no clothes, or, at least, they are full of 
holes and the one abiding reason for this is a great 
fear. It's a fear that uperhaps much of what I base my 
life's work on is a false foundation." It's also a fear of 
peer pressure, of anticipated scorn, rejection and loss 
of livelihood. But the fear goes deeper than that and 
can be explained when we consider the "half way" 
house proposed by many who have openly doubted 
the truths of evolution. They argue the case against 

blind chance and instead introduce the idea of an In
telligent Designer, a controlling presence, creating 
and guiding life as we know it. 

In July 2005 more than 400 scientists put their 
name to the following statement: ~'We are skeptical of 
claims for the ability of random mutation and natu
ral selection to account for the complexity of life. 
Careful examination of the evidence for Darwinian 
theory should be encouraged." They have voluntarily 
"out-ed" themselves, they have "come out of the 
closet," willing to declare openly what their con
sciences and scientific integrity have told them is 
true. One man, Professor Anthony Flew, has gone 
further. A firm disciple of Charles Darwin for fifty 
years, he has done an about-turn in his twilight 
years. Science ~~has shown, by the almost unbeliev
able complexity of the arrangements which are 
needed to produce life, that intelligence must have 
been involved'' he says. "The argument for Intelli
gent Design is enormously stronger than it was when 
I first met it ... it now seems to me that the findings of 
more than 50 years of DNA research have provided 
materials for a new and enormously powerful argu
ment to design." 

The Professor is sure that there is an Intelligent 
Designer, but is not going any further. He stops just 
short of pondering metaphysical issues, but it doesn't 
mean we should do the same. Because, If Intelligent 
Design is a valid alternative to the Theory of Evolu
tion, then who on earth is this Intelligent Designer? 
(Steve Maltz is a media consultant, writer and tour 
guide. He is the author of four books) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FF 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-free 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Denver E. Cooper 

• • • 
Hillview Terrace Church of Christ 

Fourth & Willard Streets 
P. 0. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 

(304) 845-8001 

September 2007 19 
Finn Foundation 



Love and Grace 
By Mac Banard 

T he charge is leveled against churches of 
Christ that they are not concerned about 
God's love and grace, or do not believe in 

God's grace. 
While it is true that no preacher among us would 

espouse either of those thoughts, sometimes we get 
so caught up in fighting the battles against encroach
ing evils that we may seem to deny love or grace. 

We certainly do not want to leave anybody with 
the impression that man is saved by spinelessness, or 
by his own devices. 

Were that possible, there would have been no 
need for Christ to suffer on the cross. 

Only well balanced preaching and teaching pre
sents "all the counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). 

It may be well, then, to examine Bible teaching 
about God's love and grace so we will not misunder
stand or misapply them. 

Grace and love have been there all along and a 
close look at the Bible will show what is involved in 
teaching both. 

The love of God is universal Uohn 3:16). There 
is no place you can go ... nor evil work you can do 
... nor despicable state into which you can descend 
... that will put you outside the love of God. 

That is true of all sinners- from Jack the Ripper 
to Charles Manson. 

God loves the sinner who is guilty of atrocious 
behavior, but he does not approve of his conduct or 
blandly and unconditionally extend his redeeming 
grace to the impenitent. 

Grace - redemption - has limitations. 
Almighty God loves the murderer, the adulterer, 

and even the child molester. The downtrodden, 
overwhelmed by all the worst this life offers, can 
know God loves him and be comforted and healed of 
his sin-sickness by obedience to divine precepts. 

Some have felt, and some may yet feel, they are 
totally unloved by the world. If they were to leave 
this world, nobody would care ... nobody would 
even know it. 

Even if this were true, if no human being loved 
you or even noticed you, God loves you. God wants 
wonderful things for all humankind. He loves us so 
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much, he sent his Son to the cross for those who 
nailed him to the cross (Rom. 5:6-8). 

God loves you - no matter whom you are or 
what you hav~ done or not done. 

Sometimes, we misunderstand God's love. We 
want to say or to think love is equivalent to accep
tance or approval. 

We may love a member of our family who is liv
ing an evil life; that does not mean we approve of the 
lifestyle. 

God is truly able to love the sinner while hating 
the sin, which is most difficult for us to do or even 
understand. 

God loved those who drove the nails into the 
hands of his Son. Yet was that not equal to an ap
proval of it. No! Else, why would Christ ask God to 
forgive them? 

Many have declared their belief that God will ac
cept them just as they are. While we may tum to God 
in any condition, we cannot stay in any condition 
and please him. 

When we preach what has caused some to refer 
to us as "five steppers," that is, the necessity of obe
dience for salvation, are we going against love? Cer
tainly not .... it is God's love that has provided the 
way of cleansing for our souls. 

His love makes it possible for us to give up a life 
filled with sin and take up a life filled with the Spirit. 

While God's love is unconditional and bound
less, his grace is conditional and bound by his rules. 

Why, in the days of Noah, did God wipe out the 
entire world? It was because of his boundless love. 

Why was the ark necessary? It was because His 
grace is conditional. Only by the faith and obedience 
of Noah would the grace of God provide salvation. 

Peter says Noah's salvation by water is a figure of 
something we have today (1 Pet. 3:20-21). 

Out of love, Christ went to the cross. 
Out of grace, faith and baptism provide salvation 

(Gal. 3:26-27; Mark 16:16). 
Out of grace we are added to his church (Acts 

2:41; Eph. 5:23). 
There is no salvation without God's grace. You 

could believe until your face turns blue, repent until 



your knees buckle, confess until your tongue cleaves 
to the roof of your mouth, and be baptized until you 
are water logged, but were it not for God's grace, all 
of that is worthless. 

Baptism by itself saves no one. Being immersed 
in water, apart from faith, repentance, and confes
sion, will not take away sins. There is no power in 
the water. 

Love and grace are not the same. Neither do they 
stand in opposition to obedience to the Lord. While 
God loves the ones who are rebellious to him, he will 
not save without obedience. 

Christ is of great compassion. While on earth, he 

was very aware of the problems of people in every
day life. He loved them. Yet he proclaimed a giving 
up of sins was necessary to enjoy his grace. 

John 8:23-24 ''And he said unto them, Ye are 
from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; 
I am not of this world. I said therefore unto you, that 
ye shall die in your sins: for except ye believe that I 
am he, ye shall die in your sins." 

Preaching the word, and strict obedience, is the 
only way to truly know grace and love. 
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One Last Meal 
MaHhew 26:18-19 

By Doug Haught 

One of Jesus' last days on earth was with his 
friends, on a holiday. It was a great day of 
sharing, traditions, celebrations, reunions, 

and thanksgiving. This was a familiar trip to Jesus for 
he had made it many times before. He again saw the 
crowds, the bleating of the lambs, and the long lines 
at the gates. 

Families were making their preparations - roll
ing out the unleavened bread for baking, stirring 
fruit to make the charoseth, washing the bitter herbs, 
and setting an extra spot at the table in case Elijah 
should come. Little children asked a thousand ques
tions and parents stopped to tell them how God had 
brought them out of Egypt and given them this land. 

Early on that Thursday, Peter and John went out 
to prepare the room and the feast. Jesus' time was 
now at hand. He was counting down the moment for 
which he had come into the world. Jesus knew he 
had one remaining evening to spend with his dis
ciples, and he would spend it keeping the Passover. 

It would be about 6:00p.m. that evening when 
they all sat down together. They shared the four cups 
of the Passover Seder; they sang the six songs of 
Hallel. They ate the roasted lamb and the betrayer 
was sent away. At this point Jesus stopped the meal 
of Passover and began a new covenant ordinance 
known as the Lord's Supper. 

jesus took the bread and blessed it. He said 

"Take, eat; this is My Body." And he took a cup, and 
when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
"Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the for
giveness of sins" (Matt. 26:26b-28 ESV). 

Lawless men were about to spill the blood that 
would usher in a new covenant. Christ wanted his 
disciples to understand what was happening when 
they saw him bleeding and dying at the hand of the 
Roman executioners. Jesus was not some hapless vic
tim of wicked men. He was sovereignty fulfilling his 
role as the Lamb of God - the great Passover Lamb 
- who takes away sin. 

The meal ends. The last Passover is complete. 
The true Lamb of God was about to be sacrificed for 
the sins of the world but this lamb would rise again 
in three days, and give hope to his people, and glory 
to his Father. A lamb as if it had been slain standing! 
Aren't you thankful that he died for you? That his 
blood washed your sins away? 
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Islam and Suicide Missions 
[The Psychology Behind Suicide Bombings - from an interview of Pierre Rehov, French Documentary 

Filmmaker who has filmed six documentaries on the intifada by going undercover in Palestine.] 

By Dean Draznin and Arlyn Riskind 
IHC Abstract 

Rhov explains what motivated him to pro 
duce his 7th film on suicide bombers. He is 
horrified by the real side of Islam, which fos

ters a culture of hatred by brainwashing, to such an 
extent that the only solution to the members for 
their life problems is to kill themselves and others in 
the name of their religion. This has resulted in the 
neurosis of an entire civilization. 

Q. What inspired you to produce "Suicide Kill
ers," your 7th film? 

A. I am fascinated by the fact that suicide bomb
ers are all smiling one second before they blow 
themselves up. 

Q. Why is this film especially important? 
A. People don't understand the devastating cul

ture behind this unbelievable phenomenon. My film 
is not politically correct as it shows the real face of 
Islam, a culture of hatred in which the uneducated 
are brainwashed to a point where their only solution 
in life becomes to kill themselves and kill others in 
the name of a God whose word, as transmitted by 
other men, has become their only certitude. 

Q. What insights did you gain from making this 
film? What do you know that other experts do not 
know? 

A. I concluded that we are facing a neurosis at 
the level of an entire civilization. Young Muslim men 
live in sheer frustration, with no opportunity to ex
perience sex, love, tenderness; where separation of 
the sexes is absolute. So is contempt of women, who 
are totally dominated by men. This leads to a pure 
anxiety, in which normal behavior is not possible. 
Suicide killers are mostly young men dominated by an 
overwhelming libido that they not only cannot satisfy 
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but are afraid of, as if it is the work of the devil. Since 
Islam promises 72 virgins to those frustrated kids, 
killing others and themselves to reach this redemp
tion in heaven becomes their only solution. 

Q. What was it like to interview would-be sui
cide bombers, their families and survivors of suicide 
bombings? 

A. It was a terrifying experience, like interview
ing people in an asylum, where polite, apparently 
normal people are convinced that what they say is 
for them the absolute truth. A mother says: "Thank 
God, my son is dead." Her son had became a 
shaheed, a martyr, which for her was a greater source 
of pride than if he had become an engineer, a doctor 
or a winner of the Nobel Prize.· Their interpretation 
of Islam worships death much more than life. Also 
ego, because this is a sure way to become a hero. 
Shaheeds are the cowboys and firemen of Islam: 
what kid has never dreamed of becoming a cowboy 
or a fireman? 

Q. You say suicide bombers experience a mo
ment of absolute power, beyond punishment. Is 
death the ultimate power? 

A. They see death as a door open to the afterlife. 
They want the reward that God has promised them. 
They experience this single delusional second of ab
solute power: they've become God's sword. 

Q. Describe the psychopathology of a suicide 
bomber. 

A. Generally kids between 15 and 25, with feel
ings of inferiority. In the western world, they would 
easily have become drug addicts, but not criminals, 
since they do not see good and evil the same way 
that we do. The only solution to this deep-seated pa
thology is to be willing to die and be rewarded in 
the after life in Paradise. 

Q. Do all Muslims interpret jihad and martyr
dom in the same way? 

A. All devout Muslims believe that, ultimately, 
Islam will prevail on earth. They believe it is 
the only true religion and there is no room for inter-



pretation. While modera te M uslims do n 't t hi nk 
they will see absolute victo ry of Islam duri ng 
the ir lifetimes, and th ey res pect othe r be li efs, the 
ex tre mists beli eve in ruling the entire world as de
scribed in the Koran. Each vicro ry of a Bin Laden 
convinces 20 mill ion modera te Muslims to become 
extremists. 

Q. W hat kind o f culture resul ts in sui cide bomb
ers? 

A. Oppressio n, lack of freedo m, bra in wash ing, 
organized poverty, placing God in charge of daily li fe, 
total separa tio n o f men and wo men, fo rbiddi ng sex, 
giving wo men no po wer wha tsoever, and placing men 
in charge o f ' family ho nor.' 

Q. What socio -econo mic fo rces pe rpetuate su i
cide bombings? 

A. Muslim charities a re usua lly a cover fo r 
supporting terror ist organi zatio ns in count ries like 
Pakistan , Saudi Arabia and Iran. Iro ni call y, Palestin
ian suic ide bo mbers r eceive fin ancial suppo rt fr o m 
the western wo rld, mo ney do nated to a cultu re that 
utterly ha res and rejects th e West. 

Q. What role does the U.N . play in the terrorist 
equatio n? 

A. The U. N . is in the hands of Arab co untr ies 

Brown Trail 

School of Preaching 
- Faculty-

WillieAivarenga 
Gerald Ball 
C harles Billingsley 
Bill Burk 
Perry Cotham 
Robe1·t Dodson 
Ken Gardne1· 

Ken Hope 
. le tT Jenkins 

Randall Morris 
Hardeman Nichols 

Obed Rodriguez 
Heath Sta pleton 

Ro bert Stapleton 

Two-year program - Hispanic Departmelll 
Tuition Free - 58 Courses - Qualified Faculty 

Robert Stapleton · D irector 

P.O. Box 210667 • Bedford , Texas 76095 
(817) 268-3222 • Fax (817) 282-5803 

Email : bob.staplcton@brownt ra i lschoolo fprcach ing.cum 
Website: www.browntrailschoolofprcaching.com 

111e Browu Trail School of Preachiug does 1101 discrimiume 
o11 the basis of race, color, 11atiouality. or etlmic origiu. 

and t hi rd wo rld or ex-co mmunists countr ies. Its 
hands a re tied . The U. N . has condemned Israel mo re 
th an any othe r country in the wo rl d, including the 
regimes of Castro, ldi Amin o r Kadda hfi. Thro ugh 
UNRWA, the U.N. is directl y linked tO terror o rgani
zatio ns such as H amas: 65% of the ir apparatus in the 
so-ca ll ed Pa lestinian re fugee camps a re members of 
this te rrorist o rgan ization . $400 millio n a re spent ev
ery year, ma in ly financed by U.S. taxes, to support 
23,000 em ployees of UN RWA, many of whom be
long to terrorist organizations. 

Q. You say that a suicide bo mber is a "stup id 
bomb and a smart bo mb" simultaneously. Expla in 
what yo u mean. 

A. Unlike an e lectro n ic device, a suicide killer has 
unt il the las t second the capacity to change his mind. 
In reali ty, he is no thing but a p la tfo rm represe nting 
inte rests, wh ich are not his, but he doesn ' t kno w that. 

Q. H ow can we put an end to the madness 
of suic ide bombings and terro rism in general? 

A. Stop being po lit ically correct and stop beli ev
ing rhat th is cu lture is a victim. Radicallslamism to
day is nothing but a new fo rm of Nazism. Nobody 
t ri ed to justi fy o r excuse H itl e r in the 1930s. We had 
to defeat him in order to make peace with the 
Ger ma n people. 

Q. Wo uld yo u predict that we are beginning to 
see a new wave of suicide bo mbings o u ts ide th e 
M iddle East ? 

A. ls lamists conside r every successful te rro r a t
tack a victo ry. Ex treme Islam thri ves o n regio na l 
co nfl icts . Rig ht now, t here a re tho usa nds o f candi
dates fo r martyrdom lining up in train ing camps in 
Bos nia, Afghan istan, and Pakistan. Inside Europe, 
hundreds o f illega l mosques are brainwashing lost 
yo ung men w ho canno t find a sa tisfying identity in 
t he western world . 

Israel is much be tter p repa red fo r th is than the 
rest o f th e wo rl d w ill eve r be. Yes, the re will be 
m o re suic ide killings in Europe and the U.S. Sadly, 
th is is o nly the beginning. 

T he IHC recommends that you read thi s art icle 
in full. 
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(Hugo McCord has gone to meet his Maker and receive his crown. His written word liv~s after him, for our 
edification and for his glory. You will do well to ponder the words of this brilliant scholar·~!'d student of God's 
Holy Word.) 

David and Evolution 
By Hugo McCord 

D avid appreciated what God had done for 
him before he was born: 

ou created the organs inside of me, and you 
knitted me together in my mother's womb. I 
am fearfully and marvelously made! Your 
works are wonderful! That I know so well! 
My bodily form was not hidden from you, be
ing made privately in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes saw me as an embryo, and in your 
book all its parts were written, and even the 
time ordained for me before day one (Ps. 
139: 13-16). 

One wonders what the phrase "in the depths of 
the earth" in verse 15 means until one notices that 
the same preposition "in" (be, in Hebrew) in verse 
13 precedes "my mother's womb." Somehow the 
two phrases are synonyms. But still one wonders 
how such a strange phrase "in the depths of the 
earth" could refer to a womb. 

One commentator says the phrase points to "the 
remotest recesses of the womb" (Leslie), while an
other says that it is a "poetical description of the 
darkness of the womb" (Cohen). And the context 
shows that the "in" location can be nothing other 
than David's mother's womb. 

How David was formed in the womb got the best 
of him emotionally: "I am fearfully and marvelously 
made! Your works are wonderful! That I know so 
well" (v. 14 ). By the inspiration of the Spirit (2 Sam. 
23:2) David knew that God had formed his "bodily 
form," and "embryo," in his mother's womb, and 
that "all of its parts were written in God's book "be
fore day one" of David's life (vv. 15-16). 

But the details of what God had written about 
David's unborn condition were not revealed in 
David's time. When I, 3,000 years later, read what 
doctors have learned about an unborn child, I am 
just as much overcome emotionally as was David. 

What is called "the DNA code," planted in each 
unborn child, determines gender, skin pigment, eye 
color, hair color, body size, and even finger prints. 
The criminal John Dillinger tried to burn away his 
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finger prints with acid to fool the FBI, but unsuccess
fully. No two embryos are alike. 

Every unborn child physically is a composite of 
64 chemicals compounded and coordinated to be 
ready to serve in varied body systems: skeletal, mus
cular, nervous, respiratory, circulatory, digestive, 
eliminative, and reproductive. The skeletal system 
has 230 moving parts. Motor and sensory nerves 
have five functions: optic, auditory, olfactory, tactile, 
and gustatory. 

Not only was David overcome emotionally by his 
meager but astonishing knowledge of the embryo, 
but so was another David- David Hume, thousands 
of years later. A physician, a Dr. Galen, had been 
converted from infidelity by what he had discovered 
in the human body, and his words so shocked David 
Hume that he wrote: "The bones he [Dr. Galen] cal
culates to be 284" with above 40 "distinct pur
poses." 

Astonishment arises, wrote this latter David, 
when one concentrates on the skin, ligaments, and 
vessels, and the 600 muscles "each intelligently 
placed and adjusted for above 6000 intentions." 
Then the brain! Hume was so moved by Galen's de
scription that the skeptic himself exclaimed, "Who 
can doubt of a Super-Intelligence?" (Hume Selec
tions, Charles W. Hendell, Jr., editor; New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1955, pp. 38.5-386). One 
feels sorry for Hume. Mter coming so close to be
coming a believer, he relapsed into doubt. 

The tiny hands on an embryo (aher three 
months, a fetus) are so fashioned that they can play 
an organ, paint a picture, or perform delicate surgi
cal operations. Mter the third week the beating of 
the embryo's heart can be felt. What an instrument! 
It beats "a hundred thousand times a day"! It is 
equipped to pump 5 quarts of blood a minute, 7 5 
gallons in an hour, 70 barrels a day, 18 million bar
rels in 70 years! 

David's tiny form in his mother's womb had 
what would become an outer, middle, and inner 



hearing organ with a keyboard of 1,500 keys. The 
average piano has 58. A brochure from the office of 
a hearing specialist, Dr. John Shea, quotes words 
from David's son: "The hearing ear and the seeing 
eye, the Lord has made them both" (Prov. 20: 12). 

"The eye is of no use at the time it is formed. It is 
an optical instrument made in a dungeon" (William 
Paley, Natural Theology, Boston: Gould, Kendall & 
Lincoln, 1838, p. 147). But what is made in black
ness all of a sudden has a purpose in the light: an op
tical nerve, a retina, lens, pupil, iris, and cornea. 
Then moisture is needed "to keep the eye moist and 
clean (which qualities are necessary for its brightness 
and its use)" (William Paley), and behold! A tear 
gland is in place! 

[A] wash is constantly suppl ied by a secretion 
for the purpose; and the superfluous brine is 
conveyed through a performation in the bone 
as large as a goose-quill ; o r, more properly 
speaking, along two capillary tubes, one from 
either eyelid, which enter a duct, lodged in a 
canal passing through the bone . When once 
the fluid has entered the nose, it spreads itself 
upon the inside of the nostril , and is evapo
rated by the current of warm air which, in the 
course of respiration, is continually passing 
over it. Can any pipe o r distillery be more me
chanical than this is? It is easily perceived that 
the eye must want moisture; but can the want 
of the eye generate the gland which produces 
the tear, or bore the hole by which it is dis
charged - a hole through the bone? (William 
Paley, apud Irwin H . Linton, A Lawyer Exam
ines the Bible, Boston: W.A. Wilde Co., 1943, 
p. 119). 

To the question, "Can mindless evolution pro
duce the tear gland?," the psa lmist replies with a 
question: "He that formed the eye, can he not see?" 
(Ps. 94:9). 

The skeptical David Hume was fair to write: 

Anatomize the eye; survey its structure and 
contrivance; and tell me, from your own feel
ing, if the idea of a contriver does not imme
diately flow in upon you with a force like that 
of sensation. The most obvious conclusion 
surely is in favour of design" (Hume Selec
tions, ibid, p. 316). 

David's conclusion "in favour of design" he ex-
pressed in a tribute to his Maker: 

How precious are your thoughts for me, 0 
God! How great is the sum of them! If I count 
them they are more than the grains of sand. 
When I awake, you will be nearby (Ps. 
139: 17-1 8). FF 
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Bible and the Age of the Earth 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an in-depth discussion on the controversial 
topic of the Bible and the age of the Earth, including 
the scriptural evidence for a young Earth, refutations 
of false old-Earth theories (Day-Age, Gap, Modified 
Gap, etc.), relevance and importance of biblical 
genealogies, and exegesis of applicable Old and 
New Testament passages pertinent to this extremely 
important subject. 124 pgs., paperback ........ $6.50 

Case for the Existence of God 
Bert Thompson 
This book is packed with evidence from nature 
regarding the existence of God. It examines 
evidences from both the Universe and man himself. 
Also includes discussion of morality as proof of 
God's existence. Great for someone who doubts 
that God exists. 200 pgs., paperback ........... $5.95 

Creation Compromises - 2nd ed. 
Bert Thompson 

A newly revised, thorough, well-documented 
refutation of attempts to reconcile uniformitarian 
geology with the Creation account. Dr. Thompson 
provides a solid foundation for the correct under
standing of Genesis, and critiques the Day-Age 
Theory, Gap Theory, progressive creation, and other 
forms of theistic evolution and old-Earth creationism. 
430 pgs., paperback .................................... $12.00 

Darwin's Enigma -
Fossils and Other Problems 
Luther Sunderland 

The author, at the request of the New York State 
Board of Regents, interviewed the curators of the 
world's most famous museums of natural history. 
You will be amazed at the candid admissions of 
these evolutionists as they explain, time and aga111, 
the lack of support for evolution provided by the 
fossil record. 193 pgs., paperback .............. $10.95 

In Defense of ••• 
The Bible's Inspiration 
Bert Thompson 
Presents an examination of the Bible's claims for its 
own inspiration and the numerous evidences that 
establish it as the inspired Word of God, including 
the importance of divine revelation as well as the 
Scriptures' unity, historical/prophetic accuracy, and 
incredible scientific foreknowledge. 99 pgs., 
paperback ...................................................... $4.95 

How Do You Know 
the Bible Is From God? 
Kyle Butt 

How do we know that God wrote the Bible? Does 
the Bible have errors in it? Where did the Bible 
come from? Answers to these types of questions 
can be found in this book for 4th-6th graders. 13 
chapters, professional artwork, charts, activity 
pages - an excellent for Bible class and 
homeschoofers. 30 pgs., hardbound ............ $ 7.95 

Please call for shipping costs. 

Investigating Christian Evidences: 
Bert Thompson and Brad Harrub 
13-chapters with discussion questions - ideal for 
college or group studies. Topics: Evidence for exist
ence of God; inspiration of the Bible; responses to 
evolutionists' arguments; problem of evil, pain, suf
fering; Sonship/deity of Christ; historicity of Genesis 
1-11 with heavily illustrated chapter, "Walking Amidst 
the Dinosaurs: Ending 2 chapters on what a person 
must do to be saved; the uniqueness and singularity 
of Christ's church. 387 pgs. paperback ...... $10.95 

Matter of Fact: A Look at More 
Evidence for Christianity 
Kyle Butt 
Using same format as Out With Doubt, this book 
looks at more Christian evidences, such as the 
biblical concept of faith, the Bible and archaeology, 
the laws of thermodynamics, and the consequences 
of belief. Interesting, easy-to-read style, A Matter of 
Fact gives teens materials they need to build a 
strong spiritual foundation and combat evolutionary 
error. 160 pgs., paperback ............................ $7.95 

Refuting Evolution 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 

Creationist response to National Academy of 
Science's Teaching About Evolution and the Nature 
of Science. The latter, distributed nationwide to thou
sands of public school teachers. is an effort to 
saturate students with evolutionary concepts. This is 
a cogent rebuttal, examining the points in the NAS 
booklet: science and religion; natural selection; bird 
evolution; astronomy; the age of the earth, etc. 
089512582, 143 pgs .• paperback ................. $9.99 

Refuting Evolution 2 
Dr. Jonathan Sarfati 

The author goes to bat once again tn Refuting 
Evolution 2. Aimed at the PBS television series 
"Evolution," Sarfati adroitly shows the fallacies of 
evolutionary theory, offering sound creationist 
interpretation of the facts. Also updated: creationist 
"arguments" such as the "plesiosaur" reeled in by 
the Japanese fishing boat. the peppered moths, and 
much more. Priceless resource for evolution debate . 
0890513872, 240 pgs .• paperback ............. $12.99 

Scientific Case for Creation 
Bert Thompson 

Presents scientific evidence supporting the biblical 
account of creation, including discussions on the 
creation/evolution models, operation science vs. 
origin science, the fossil record, genetics, law of 
biogenesis, thermodynamics, etc. 280 pgs., 
paperback, ..................................................... $5.95 

The Truth About Human Origins 
Brad Harrub and Bert Thompson 
This investigation of man's origins examines the 
fossil record, gender and sexual reproduction, 
language, the brain, mind and consciousness, skin 
color and blood types, etc. Each chapter presents 
an insurmountable obstacle for evolutionary theory, 
and discusses current scientific data that uphold the 
creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 
............................................................... ...... $17.95 
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Potpourri ••• 
e have a large number of helpers in pro
ducing the Firm Foundation each month, 
but none more diligently consistent than 

Earl Davis of Chicago and Elvin DeShazo of Hous-
ton. These two men have spent untold hours glean
ing news snippets that reveal the character and con
dition of the human spirit in today's world. This 
helps us to keep our focus on the "things that are 
more excellent - the things that remain." So, once 
again, we tip our hat to these two fine Christian 
gentlemen and say "much obliged." All our readers 
acknowledge your contribution and our enrichment. 

Okay . . . so here goes with still another clear
eyed look at our generation. Some of it is silly. Some 
of it is wicked. Some of it is serious, and some is 
good. 

4bout rime 
• A University of Colorado professor who stirred 

up a hornet's nest by comparing 9/11 victims to 
Adolf Eichmann, a Nazi who helped carry out the 
Holocaust, has been fired. 

The school's board of regents voted today (8/6/ 
07) to dismiss Ward Churchill, who has threatened 
to sue over his dismissal. 

Churchill was ousted on an 8-1 vote, with regent 
Cindy Carlisle his only supporter in the end. 

Allstate 011 list of Fop I D Pro-11gay" lirms 
• July 15, 2005: Allstate, the insurance company 

that fired one of its managers after he wrote a col
umn critical of homosexuality, is one of the top 10 
U.S. firms supporting the "gay" lifestyle. 

The list, compiled by Diversity Inc., includes, in 
ranked order: Eastman Kodak, Ford Motor Com
pany, Citigroup, D&T USA, PepsiCo, Merck & 
Company, Kaiser Permanente, Visteon Corporation, 
Allstate Insurance and The Coca-Cola Company. 

As WorldNetDaily reported, a former manager at 
Allstate's headquarters sued the company, claiming 
the insurance giant, which financially supports ho
mosexual advocacy groups, fired him solely because 
he wrote a column posted on several websites that 
was critical of same-sex marriage and espoused his 
Christian beliefs 

Decency 
• Last week, the Senate squelched an amend

ment by Republican Sam Brownback that would 
toughen rules against broadcast indecency. But the 
hope for new safeguards is not dead. A bill authored 
by John Rockefeller of West Virginia aims to clean 
up network television. 

Rockefeller's proposal, introduced in the Com
merce Committee, was fast-tracked by Chairman 
Daniel Inouye. Known as the Protecting Children 
from Indecent Programming Act, Rockefeller press 
officer Steven Broderick said it would put a short 
leash on networks that insist they have the right to 
use expletives any time of day. 

It "would require the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) to actually enforce its regula
tions regarding the broadcast of indecent program
ming on television," he told Family News in Focus . 

Senate Panel Approves 1V l11decency Act 
• WASHINGTON - (Dow Jones) - The Senate 

Commerce Committee on Thursday voted to ap
prove two bills that would potentially give the Fed
eral Communications Commission greater authority. 

One bill would empower the FCC to take en
forcement action against broadcasters who aired a 
single expletive, greatly expanding the agency's au
thority in this area. 

Currently, the FCC policy is to not take action 
against single or fleeting utterances of expletives on 
air, as long as those expletives aren't used in a sexu
ally explicit manner. 

The bill, if adopted, would go some way to 
granting FCC Chairman Kevin Martin the powers he 
has long sought to take action against broadcasters 
who allow expletives to be aired. 

The second bill would seek to improve the fed
eral government's collection of data on broadband 
Internet service so as to be able to better identify 
how widespread broadband service is actually avail
able across the country. 

Right and Wrong 
• The mortal-man who claims to be the papa of 

the entire church on earth, and the vicar of Jesus, 
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Benedict XVI, has ignited controversy across t~e 
world by approving a document saying no~-Cathohc 
Christian communities are either defective or not 
true churches, and the Roman Catholic Church pro
vides the only true path to salvation. 

"Christ 'established here on earth' only one 
church," said the document, intending to reassert the 
preeminence of Catholicism, and the irrelevance of 
all others. 

According to Benedict XVI, all non-Roman 
Catholic churches are not really churches but are 
counterfeit. Still, by the grace of benevolent Catho
lics, these phony churches may ~ource a. sec_ondhand 
-inferior- salvation. According to this view, Jews 
who do not accept Jesus as the Son of God are saved 
by an informal relationship to the Catholic Church 
-so great and so mighty is Benedict the 16th, and his 
lofty church. . 

But what about Hindus, pagans, and other Idola
ters? What about universalists and atheists . . . hedo
nists and Satanists? 

Is Catholic supererogation exhausted before it 
reaches heathens? Can every vile and filthy practice 
be comforted by the amazing grace of the Catholic 
church and its ability to cleanse every sin? 

Benedict said other Christian communities such 
as Protestants "cannot be called 'churches' in the 
proper sense" since they don't have what's known as 
apostolic succession - that is, the ability to trace 
their bishops back to the original 12 apostles of 
Jesus. 

The document, formulated as five questions and 
answers, repeated sections of a 2000 text the pope 
wrote when he was prefect of the congregation, 
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Church History 
by John D. Cox 

Church history for group study. 

The Christian must have an accurate knowledge 
of the Scriptures to give a reason for his hope. He 
will be prepared even better to support the truth if 
he has an understanding of the ways in which 
men have departed from the Bible through the 
ages. 1 0 chapters - each with questions at the 
end. 96 pages. paperback 
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"Dominus Iesus," which angered Protestant and 
other Christian denominations because it said they 
were not true churches and did not have the "means 
of salvation." 

Compassion? 
• NEW DELHI (Reuters) - An Indian couple 

found an unwell 75-year-old woman lying on a gar
bage dump, apparently thrown out of her home by 
her daughter and grandsons who did not want to 
take care of her, the Hindustan Times reported. 

The "semi-paralysed" Palaniappan told her res
cuers her youngest daughter had quarrelled with 
other family members over who should take care of 
her. The daughter then got her sons to take their 
grandmother to the dump in the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu. 

Collfemporarr 
• ~~of the same time: existing or occurring at, or 

dating from, the same period of time as something or 
somebody else 

existing: in existence now 
modern in style: distinctively modern in style 
of the same age: of the same, or approximately 

the same, age as somebody else 
somebody or something of same time: somebody 

who lived or something that existed during the same 
general span of time as somebody or something else 

modern person or thing: somebody or something 
in existence at the present time" 

These are dictionary definitions of "contempo
rary," and provoke the following questions: 

What is "contemporary worship"? 
Is "contemporary worship" New Testament wor

ship? 
If worship is contemporary, can it be first-cen

tury worship? 
Does contemporary worship demand contempo

rary teaching? 

Gar ladoctriaatioa lafuriates C6i1ago ,,. .... 
• Parents of freshmen at Chicago's Deerfield 

High School say students are required to attend lec
tures on gay sexuality, and then sign a contract for
bidding them to talk about it afterward. 

Ellen Waltz's son and his friends told her about 
the lectures -delivered by other students- and the 
contract. 

"[They· said,] 'We had to sit there and listen to 
them tell us about their feelings and what it's like to 
be gay,'" Waltz said. "They make them sign a con-



tract stating that they won't say anything that's in the 
room." 

Lora Sue Hauser, a school-issues adviser for 
North Shore Student Advocacy, said a group of boys 
told her school officials threatened those who were 
reluctant to sign the contract. 

"[They were told] 'You will sign this or you will 
go to the dean,'" Hauser said. 

Dr. Sue Hebson, vice-superintendent of the 
school district, told Family News in Focus that there 
is no contract. She also denied that the classroom 
discussions involve sexuality. 

Good lor Rer 
• ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (Reuters)- A Rus

sian plane flying from St. Petersburg in Russia to 
Doloman in Turkey had to turn back midflight after 
a drunken brawl over a young woman spun out of 
control, police said in a statement Friday. 

Three young Russians boarded the plane drunk 
and "continued their party on board." 

"One of them took a fancy to a girl but she did 
not want to socialize with the new admirer," police 
said. 

On rejection, the passenger slapped the woman 
on her face several times. Another passenger imme
diately rose to defend her. 

"A fight began, the situation started to get out of 
hand and the crew made the only right decision - to 
turn back." 

The three drunk men were detained on landing 
at /a St. Petersburg airport. They faced fines of "doz
ens of thousands of dollars," police said. 

The woman received medical treatment at the 
airport and the plane resumed its flight to Turkey. 

A classic book back in print 

Bible W.otnen 
A Book for Bible Study 

by Coleman Oyerby 

This Is an excellent study of all the women in the Old and 
New Testament. Questions are simplffied and cover the 
leading points of every character studied. Following a 
study of the references, "Points to consider" are given. 
These help the student to make proper application of the 
lessons. Useful in ladles classes, young married's classes 
and mixed classes of men and women. 

$5.00 • $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Good News 

• WASHINGTON- Fewer high school students 
are having sex these days . . . and the teen birth rate 
has hit a record low. 

More young people are finishing . high school, 
too,. and more little kids are being read to, according 
to the latest government snapshot on the well-being 
of the nation's children. It's good news all around, 
experts said of the report. 

"The implications for the population are positive 
in terms of their health and their well-being," said 
Edward Sondik, director of the National Center for 
Health Statistics (AP, july 13, 2007). 

Gore 
• Some signs used by pro-life protesters to spur a 

public reaction against abortion may be graphic, but 
that doesn't mean they're illegal and can be confis
cated, according to a new ruling from the Minnesota 
Supreme Court. 

The decision reversed the criminal convictions of 
pro-life protesters Ron Rudnick and Luke Otterstad, 
who displayed the signs on an overpass in the Twin 
Cities suburb of Anoka during the run-up to the 
2004 national elections. 

One sign displayed a large color photograph of an 
aborted infant; the other branded a local congres
sional candidate as "pro-abortion." The two were 
jailed by police, their signs were taken away, and they 
were convicted of causing a "criminal nuisance." 

But the state's highest court unanimously re
versed the convictions, determining that prosecutors 
simply failed to prove their case: that the signs cre
ated any danger to the public (World Net Daily, july 
20, 2007). 

les6iaa fia111 AHaclrs 
• The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama

tion (GLAAD) has apparently threatened to sue a 
Tennessee TV station for airing a report on lesbian 
gangs attacking students. 

Jack Peck, general manager of WPTY in Mem
phis, said the station agreed to make some rewrites 
before the story aired in February, but that wasn't 
enough to satisfy GLAAD. 

The story featured an interview with Shelby 
County Gang Unit specialist Beverly Cobb, who said 
girls are being attacked in high school bathrooms 
and stairwells by members of a gang called GTO or 
"Gays Taking Over." , 

"They are forcing themselves on our young girls 
in all our schools," Cobb said in the televised report. 
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The station gave GLAAD an advance viewirig of 
the story. The group declared it "sensationalistic and 
homophobic." 

Peter LaBarbera, with Americans for Truth, said 
the station manager told him the group definitely did 
not want the story to air. . 

"A senior staffer told him several times, 'We're 
going to take you to court if you air this report,' " he 
said. 

Mad 
• GARY - Rev. Robert Nichols taught anger 

management classes for defendants in Gary City 
Court until he .became a defendant. 

Nichols, 49, was arrested and charged with do
mestic battery after his wife, Terresa Nichols, ac
cused him of grabbing and beating her during an ar
gument at their home, police said. 

His contract with the court has been terminated 
while the charges are pending, Gary City Court 
Judge Deidre Monroe said Monday. 
Marijuana 

• The National Youth Anti-Drug Media Cam
paign released a new report showing that teens who 
use drugs are more likely to engage in violent and 
delinquent behavior and join gangs. Research shows 
that early use of marijuana - the most commonly 
used drug among teens - is a warning sign for later 
gang involvement. 

The report shows: 
• Teens who use drugs, particularly marijuana, 

are more likely to steal and experiment with other 
drugs and alcohol, compared to teens who don't; 

• One in four teens (2 7o/o) who used illicit drugs 
in the past year report attacking others with the in
tent to harm; 

• Parents remain the m_ost powerful influence on 
their ~ids when it comes to illicit drugs; and 

• Teens who are supervised or involved in struc
tured activities during after school hours are less 
likely to engage in risky behaviors, such as drug and 
alcohol use and other violent or delinquent behav
iors, than those youth who are unsupervised. 
Missouri Bans Planned Parenthood 

• JEFFERSON CITY, July 9, 2007- The state of 
Missouri has voted to improve oversight of abortion 
facilities and ban abortionists or people associated 
with abortion clinics from teaching in schools and 
providing school materials. The new law reclassifies 
abortion mills as "ambulatory surgical centers," 
which places them under stricter regulations and 
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puts them under the scrutiny of state officials. 
Governor Blunt said at the signing ceremony that 

the new law is "one of the strongest pieces of pro-life 
legislation in Missouri history." 

Planned Parenthood of Missouri complained that 
the new law, signed yesterday by Governor Matt 
Blunt, will require them to spend up to $2 million to 
refit their abortion mills in order to meet the stan
dards required under the new classification. Paula 
Gianino, president of Planned Parenthood for the St. 
Louis Region, said the new law could leave only one 
abortion facility in the state (LifeSiteNews.com). 

Nebo-Sarseldm 
• Michael J ursa of Vienna, a visiting professor to 

the British Museum, made what has been called the 
most important find in Biblical archaeology for 100 
years, a discovery that supports the view that the his
torical books of the Old Testament are based on fact. 

Searching for Babylonian financial accounts 
among the tablets, Prof. ]ursa came across a name he 
half remembered- Nabu-sharrussu-ukin, described 
there in a hand 2,5 00 years old, as "the chief eu
nuch" of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

Prof ]ursa, an Assyriologist, checked the Old Tes
tament and there in chapter 3 9 of the Book of J er
emiah, he found, spelled differently, the same name 
- Nebo-Sarsekim. 

Nebo-Sarsekim, according to Jeremiah, was 
Nebuchadnezzar's "chief officer" and was with him 
at the siege of Jerusalem in 58 7 BC, when the 
Babylonians overran the city. 

The small tablet is a bill of receipt acknowledg
ing Nabu-sharrussu-ukin's payment of 0. 75 kg of 
gold to a temple in Babylon. 

The tablet is dated to the 1om year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar II, 595 B.C., 12 years before the 
siege of Jerusalem. 

"This is a fantastic discovery, a world-class find," 
Dr. Finkel said yesterday. "If Nebo-Sarsekim existed, 
which other lesser figures in the Old Testament ex
isted? A throwaway detail in the Old Testament turns 
out to be accurate and true. I think that it means that 
the whole of the narrative [of Jeremiah] takes on a 
new kind of power." 
111obo-roilets" 

• Homosexual-rights activists are fighting back 
against the Fort Lauderdale, Fla., mayor's campaign 
to prevent "gay" sex in public bathrooms by install
ing "robo-toilets," launching a drive to engulf city 
hall with toilet paper. 



"We are encouraging people to mail e ither a ro ll 
or several sheets of to ilet paper to the ma yor at City 
Hall to help him to wipe his dirty mind clean," said 
Brian Winfie ld, spokesman fo r Equality F lorida. 

Mayor Jim Naugle, contending his c ity has a 
problem with "homosexual activ ity" in public 
restrooms, wants to install automated toilets that al
low occupants to stay inside for onl y a short time be
fore the door automatically opens. 

"We're trying to provide a fam il y environment 
where people can take the ir children w ho need to 
use the bathroom without having to worry about a 
couple of men in there engaged in a sex act," Naugle 
told the South Florida Sun-Sentinel. 

Equality F lorida posted a link on its website to 
send Naugle a virtual rol l of toi let paper. The site 
also lists his ci ty hall address fo r anyone who wants 
to send a real ro ll, the Associated Press reported. 

The mayor's office hasn't received any to ilet pa
per, but more than 300 people have e-mailecl a vir
tual roll. 

Public restrooms are pickup places for "homo
sexuals .... T hey're engaging in sex, anonymous sex, 
illegal sex," the mayor said. 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders i\drU't 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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Protect the Children 
• FORT LAUDERDALE, July 19 , 2007- In the 

face of protests and demands for his resignation, 
Mayor Jim Naugle remains committed to cleaning up 
the problem of male sex taking place in the children 's 
park public washroo ms. 

Th is Tuesday about 50 pro testors gathered in 
front of city hall, and one loudly requested that the 
mayor resign. Homosexual activists have been angry 
ever since Naugle spoke out against homosexual sex 
in publi c bathrooms. They also reacted furiously 
when he said he used the word "homosexual" rather 
than "gay" because homosexuals are "unhappy." 
Shortl y afterwards, the mayor voted against the mas
sive gay and lesbian Stonewall Library being set up in 
the city's main child re n's park. 

Naugle told LifeSiteNews.com that people have 
been mischaracter izing his words as "hate-speech" 
and calling him "homophobic" and "bigoted." "I am 
doing what I th in k is truth speech and it's being la
beled as hate-speech," he said (LifeSiteNews.com). 

Psychologists to Review Stance on Gays 
Psychologists and Sodomites 

• NEW YORK (AP) - The American Psychologi
cal Association is embarking on the first review of irs 
10-yea r-o ld policy o n counseling homosexuals, a 
step tha t homosexual-rights activis ts hope will end 
with a denunciation of any attempt by therapists to 
change sexual orientation. 

Such efforts- often called reparative therapy or 
conve rsion the rapy - are considered futile and 
harmful by many homosexual activists. Conservative 
gro ups defend the right to offer such treatment, and 
say people with their viewpoint have been excluded 
from the review panel. 

Scores of conservative religious leaders and 
counselo rs, representing such groups as the Southern 
Baptist Convention and Focus on the Family, have 
written a joint letter to the APA, expressing concern 
that the task force's proposals wou ld not properly 
accommodate gays and lesbians whose religious be
li efs condemn gay sex. 

"We believe that psychologists should assist eli
ems to deve lop li ves that they value, even if that 
means they decl ine to identify as homosexual," said 
the lette r, which requested a meeting between APA 
leaders and some of the signatories. 

APA spokeswoman Rhea Farberman said a deci
sion on when and how to reply tO the letter had not 
yet been made. 
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The current APA policy, adopted in 1997, op
poses any counseling that treats homosexuality as a 
mental illness, but does not explicitly denounce re
parative therapy. The APA has decided to review the 
policy at a time when gay-rights groups are increas
ingly critical of such treatment and groups that sup
port it. 

Conservatives contend that the review's outcome 
is preordained because the task force is dominated 
by homosexual supporters. 

"We're concerned," said Carrie Gordon Earll of 
Focus on the Family. "The APA does not have a good 
track record of listening to other views." 

The largest ministry that does counsel homo
sexuals to change their sexual orientation is Exodus 
International. Its president, Alan Chambers - who 
says prayer and therapy enabled him to move away 
from homosexuality - is among those apprehensive 
of the APA review. 

"Otreers ;, C6rist" 
• LA film festival exploits divisions among Chris

tians to advance homosexual agenda 
Whatever the struggles in defense of natural 

families, chaste sex and pure love, the pro-family 
movement has usually been able to find natural allies 
in the churches. But now the churches themselves are 
under unp~ecedented stress, both from outside and 
from within - and homosexual filmmakers are ex
ploiting this division among Christians. 

The 12-day "Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Film 
Festival," known as OutFest, began on July 12 and 
ends July 23. The festival showcases a five-film se
ries, "Queers in Christ," which focuses on homo
sexual themes involving Christians and their 
churches. The movies attempt not so much a politi
cal as a theological or spiritual claim: that God says 
"Gay is OK," and the churches ought to follow suit. 

"The struggles of queer Christians are uniquely 
dramatic [because] queer Christians are people that 
often find themselves ostracized from both their reli
gious communities and the gay community at large," 
David Courier, Outfest's co-director of program
ming, told the Los Angeles Ttmes. 

lvil S,r11rred 

• MADISON, Wis.- A state appeals court has 
tossed out sexual assault charges against three men 
who allegedly tried to dig up a woman's corpse in 
Grant County. 

The Fourth District court said a judge was cor
rect in dismissing the charges against twin brothers, 
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Nicholas and Alexander Grunke, and Dustin Radke, 
all 21. The appeals court said the Legislature never 
criminalized sex with a corpse. 

Authorities said the three men tried digging up 
the body of 20-year-old Laura Tennessen at a 
Cassville cemetery last September. She had been 
killed the week before in a motorcycle crash and they 
saw her obituary photo. 

The men began digging, but abandoned their 
plan and were eventually arrested after a vehicle 
drove into the cemetery and reported suspicious be
havior, authorities said. 

The men were charged with attempted sexual as
sault and attempted theft for trying to steal the body. 
Grant County Circuit Judge George Curry dismissed 
the sexual assault charges, saying no Wisconsin law 
addressed necrophilia. Prosecutors appealed his rul
mg. 

Mariiuaaa 
• A single joint of cannabis raises the risk of 

schizophrenia by more than 40 per cent, a disturbing 
study warns. 
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The Government-commissioned report has also 
found that taking the drug regularly more than 
doubles the risk of serious mental illness. 

Overall, cannabis could be to blame for one in 
seven cases of schizophrenia and other li fe-shattering 
mental illness, the Lancet reports. 

The grim statistics - the latest to link teenage can
nabis use with mental illness in later life - come only 
days after Gordon Brown ordered a review of the 
decision to downgrade cannabis to class C, the least 
serious category. 

The Prime Minister is said to have a 'personal in
stinct' that the change should be reversed, with more 
arrests and stiffer penalties for users. 

Cannabis has been implicated in a string of vi
cious killings, including the recent stabbing of fash
ion designer Lucy Braham (Daily Mail, London En
gland). 

Radical Homosexuals 
• NEW YORK, July 18, 2007 (C-FAM.org) -

Claiming that " the tide has turned" in favor of ho
mosexual rights at international institutions, Univer
sity of British Columbia professor Douglas Sanders' 
recent paper on "Sexual Orientation in International 
Law" published by the International Lesbian and 
Gay Association (ILGA) includes a detailed history 
on how homosexual rights have advanced in Europe 
and how the European example could be followed at 
the United Nations. 

Sanders, the first openly gay individual to ad
dress the U.N. and deliver a speech on homosexual 
issues, concedes that "sexual orientation" and "gen
der identity are not mentioned in any of existing in
ternational human rights instruments" but that 
"through invoking provisions on personal privacy 
and general provisions on equality," homosexuals 
have been able to gain some recognition in the inter
national human rights arena . Many Member States 
of the UN would disagree with Sanders' analysis. 
The European Union is another story, though (Life 
Site News, July 20, 2007). 

Saved or lost 
• It's seldom the case that Christian liturgy 

makes the front pages of the international press. Bur 
the idea of Pope Benedict XVI allowing the Mass to 
be said more freely in Latin provoked all sorts of in
terest last week. Including the fantasy that Catholics 
might now pray for the conversion of "the perfidious 
Jews." 

The announcement stresses that there are certain 

areas where the public liturgy has to follow the more 
modern form, including when it speaks of the Jews. 
The Good Friday service did once use the word per
fidious, an ugly translation from "perfideles" or half
believer. In ea rli er times the congregation prayed 
first for the "fid eles," meaning believers or church, 
then for the Jewish people and then for the "infi
dels" or unbeli evers. Pope John XXIII removed the 
deeply troubling word more than 40 years ago. 

Roman Catholics do, however, still pray for the 
Jews at Easter. "Let us pray fo r the Jewish people, 
the first to hear the word of God that they may con
tinue to grow in the love of His name and in faithful
ness to His covenant. Almighty and eternal God, 
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and his 
posterity. Listen to your Church as we pray that the 
people you first made your own may arrive at the 
fullness of redemption." 

It's vital to stress that this will not change. Some 
critics, naturally, will always be offended by any 
sense of a hierarchy of belief and any call for conver
sion. Yet an exclusive truth cannot, obv iously, co-ex
ist with another exclusive truth. Otherwise that truth 
would not be exclusive. If there is a God, there is not 
an absence of God. If water is wet, it is not dry. 

Sorry About That 
• The Fort Lauderdale, Fla., mayor whose cam

pa ign against anonymous sex in public bathrooms 
has riled the homosexual community, issued an 
"apology" in from of City Hall this afternoon. 

But "gay" activists are even angrier now after 
hearing Mayor Jim Naugle tell reporters he was 
apologizing for underestimating the problem, the 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel reported. 

Naugle said the problem of men having sex with 
men in bathrooms was much wo rse than he real ized 
and urged citizens to call police when they witness it. 

"I want to apologize to the children and parents 
of our community, for not being aware of the prob
lem," the mayor sa id. FF 

Roll Jordan Roll 
J. E. Choate 
The incredible story of Marshall Keeble, who 
transcended racial boundaries that other 
leaders of the church from the 1930s to 1960s 
were unable to do. He converted more people 
than any preacher in the churches of Christ. 
BKOA01 paperback, 140 pgs . ........... $9.99 

$3.00 S&H • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from the Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Overcoming Temptation 

Question: I am a Christian and I want to do what 
is right, but when temptation comes I seem to 

succumb, even though I deeply regret it later. What 
can I do to overcome these strong temptations? (D. 
R.) 

Answer: You are to be commended for wanting to 
.l"l.do right, for regretting it when you yield to 
temptation, and for desiring knowledge and strength 
to help you better overcome temptation. Please do 
not grow discouraged or despair. 

Help to Overcome 

First of all, settle the question firmly in your·mind 
and heart, "To whom do I belong?" Jesus reminds us, 
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
love the one and hate ·the other, or else he ~ill be 
loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and mammon" (Matt. 6:24). Paul spoke of 
God, "to whom I belong and whom I serve" (Acts 
27:23). 

Some temptations are stronger or more enticing 
for lack of a definitive decision on our part to serve 
the Lord always. Evil should be decisively rejected as 
soon as its first coaxings are recognized. It is unnec
essary to decide how far down the road toward evil 
one can go, if he or she has already determined not 
to start. 

To illustrate, one does not have to consider the 
weather and the activities taking place on Sunday in 
making a decision to assemble with the saints that 

The Credibility of the Church 
by Thomas W. Franklin 
This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we 
conduct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. 
Emphasis is on matters that reflect our credibility and consis
tency In the eyes of the world. BKTF01·CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$6.99 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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morning, if the decision has already been made to al
ways attend, barring of course some extreme ex
traordinary circumstances. 

A comprehensive decision to follow a Spirit-di
rected life path, consciously made, keeps some temp
tations from even being considered. 

It should go without saying, but unfortunately it 
does not: a "Spirit-directed life path" is one guided 
by the Holy Spirit inspired, God-breathed word, the 
Bible. 

Use the Word 

The Psalmist said, speaking to God, "Your word I 
have hidden in my heart that I might not sin against 
You" (Ps. 119:11). 

Jesus demonstrated the practicality and power of 
knowing and using the word to resist temptation in 
his confrontation with the devil in the wilderness. 
For each temptation the devil presented, Jesus 
quoted the exact scripture that answered the tempta
tion. As a result, "The devil left Him" (Matt. 4: 11). 

"Resist the devil and he will flee from you" 
ijames 4:7). There is no stronger weapon with which 
to resist him than the word of God. 

In order to store up the word and have it avail
able for such use, it is necessary to read it, study it 
diligently, meditate on it, commit it to memory. The 
"blessed" man is one whose "delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night" 
(Ps. 1:2). 

While a popular proverb says, "You are what you 
eat," it is much more pertinent to observe, "You are 
what you read." The constant reading of trash will 
result in a trashy mind, which in turn will lead to a 
trashy life. Read and think on things that are true and 
good and holy, and your life will be lifted up. The 
word of God is "able to build you up" (Acts 20:32). 

Pray 

When Jesus left his disciples in the Garden while he 
went apart to agonize, he told them, "Pray that you 
may not enter into temptation" (Luke 22:40, 46). 



When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to 
pray, He included in His model for their prayer, ''And 
do not lead us into temptation" (Luke 11:2-4 ). Prayer 
is a powerful weapon against the devil and his wiles. 

The admonition, "Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you," is coupled with that to, "Draw near 
to God and He will draw near to you" Oames 4:7-8). 
Prayer is an effective way to draw close to God and 
to call on his power and resources. 

Pray regularly for strength to overcome tempta
tion. When faced with a specific temptation, ask to 
be delivered from it. Pray to see and be able to take 
the "way of escape" God has promised to provide (1 
Cor. 10: 13). 

Watch 

While Luke records Jesus' admonition to his dis
ciples to pray to avoid temptation, both Matthew 
and Mark note that Jesus added another admonition, 
"Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation" 
(Matt. 26:41; Mark 14:38). 

The devil is a liar in the very essence of his being, 
so proficient in lying that he is called the father of 
lies Oohn 8:44). He deceived Eve by his craftiness (2 
Cor. 11:3). He can even twist scripture for his own 
purposes (Matt. 4:6). We are urged to be well ar
mored to defeat his wiles (Eph. 6: 11). 

"Walk circumspectly," ·the apostle commands 
(Eph. 5: 15). To walk "circumspectly" means "look
ing around" as you walk, being careful of what you 
may step in. 

"The devil don't come to you ugly," one of my 
students used to say. He will look attractive. He will 
promise pleasure. He may be disguised as an angel of 
light and his ministers may appear to be ministers of 
righteousness (2 Cor. 11: 14-15). 

Sin is addictive. It has an enslaving power. Wis
dom says, "Hell (Sheol) and Destruction (Abbadon) 
are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied" 
(Prov. 27:20). Sins adds to sin, because sin never 
cries "Enough!" 

All of Satan's apples have worms. His every 
promise is at least half a lie, the pleasures he holds 
out are only temporary and the life he promises is 
death, the lake of fire and brimstone. 

Be alert. Be aware. Watch. 

Replace With A Positive 

Remember the unclean spirit the Lord told about, 
who leaves a man but finds no resting place? Return
ing, he finds his former place swept and in order, but 

empty. "Then he goes and takes with him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself, and they en
ter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is 
worse than the first" (Matt. 13:43-45). 

This story illustrates the point that getting rid of 
an evil or chasing away an enticement to evil is not 
enough. Something good must be put in its place. It is 
best not to dwell too long on temptations, even for the 
purpose of praying about them. Ask God for strength 
and deliverance, then chase them away from your 
mind by thinking about something positive and good. 

Quote a scripture. Think of a good deed and go 
do it. Recite the twelve apostles or the books of the 
Bible. Sing a hymn. "Whatever things are true, what
ever things are noble, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are just, whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good report, ... meditate on 
these things" (Phil. 4:8). 

Look for the Way of Escape 

God has promised to provide a way of escape from 
every temptation with which we are faced (1 Cor. 
10:13). We need to look for it and take it! 

Many, unfortunately, actively look instead for a 
way to yield to the temptation and get by with it. To 
them, the Bible says, "Do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked; for whatever a m.~p sows, that he will also 
reap" (Gal. 6:7). 

One way of escape is to flee, as Joseph did from 
Potipher's wife. The Bible says, "Flee from idolatry" 
(1 Cor. 10:14), "flee also youthful lusts" (2 Tim. 
2:22), "flee fornication" (1 Cor. 10:14), and, after 
mentioning the desire to be rich, the love of money 
and greediness, "0 man of God, flee these things" (1 
Tim. 6:11). 

The best bus drivers to hire for a mountain 
school bus route are not the ones who can drive clos
est to the edge without going over; they are the ones 
who stay as far from the edge as they can. 

Do not go to a bar for fun and companionship. 
Avoid the flirtatious coworker. Find something bet
ter to read or watch than the pornographic magazine 
or movie. Take your spouse or a trusted Christian 
friend when you must go to events or places that 
may present temptations. 

Flee! Flee! Flee! 

lot a Sin To Be Tempted 

Jesus never sinned, but he was tempted just as we are 
(Heb. 4: 15). 

Lust, hatred and covetousness are sins of thought, 
September 2007 35 
Firm Foundation 



but they are more than a fleeting thought or tempta
tion. They are desires harbored and savored, planned 
to be acted on if the opportunity should present itself. 
We cannot stop the birds of concupiscence from flying 
over our heads, but we can keep them from making a 
permanent nest in our hair. . 

Temptation is a universal fact of life. Being 
tempted does not mean you are evil; it simply means 
you are human. 

"Yield not to temptation, 
For yielding is sin; 

Each victory will help you 
Some other to win. 

Fight manfully onward, 
Dark passions subdue. 

Look ever to jesus; 
He'll carry you through." 

(Horatio Palmer, 1868) 
God may sometimes test us in order to 

strengthen us, but He does not entice us to do evil 
Uames 1:13). When such enticements come, they are 
from.Satan (1 Thess. 3 :5), who sometimes uses 
agents, even friends and coworkers who become his 
agents unwittingly (Peter, for example, Matt. 16:22-
23 ). But no temptation brings the fruit of sin until it 
is welcomed and activated by sinful passions within 
ourselves. 

Therefore, watch~ ·resist temp~ation with the 
word and with prayer, and replace temptation with 
godly thoughts and actions. 

Some Encouraging Fads 

The devil has no coercive power, only persuasive 
power. The devil cannot make you do anything. 

Any temptation you face, Christ has faced and 
overcome (Heb. 4:15-16). Any temptation that can 
come your way is common to mankind, and many 
people, therefore, have also met it, and some· have 
defeated it (1 Cor. 10: 13). 

You are dead. to sin. "How shall we who died to 
sin live any longer in it? Or do you not know that as 
many of us as were baptized into Christ jesus were 
baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried 
with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newne~s of 
life" (Rom. 6:2-4). 

Christ died to free us from sin. Our burial dem
onstrates that we have died to sin. Why would Christ 
and we go though all of that, simply that we may re
turn to sin? We are raised to live a new life. 
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Under Grace 

Two practical applications. _are inade in this chapter 
derived from the truth that "we are not under law 
but under grace.". . 

1. "Shall we sin because we are not under law 
b~t under grace? Certainly not!" (Rom. 6: 16). 

Often scripture describes sin using a Greek tense 
that denotes a continuing practi~e; a life-style. Here 
in Romans 6 it. warns against continuing in sin (verse 
1), living in sin (verse 2). John says, "Whoever has 
been born of God does not (continually) sin" (1 john 
3:9). 

Here in Romans 6:16 however, the Greek tense 
suggests a one time occurrence of sin. The sense is, 
"Don't ever sin even one time because you are under 
grace." Grace is never an excuse for sin. 

The grace of God is to be appreciated and re
joiced in. It is not to be presumed upon. jude warns 
against turning the grace of God into lewdness Uude 
4). 

2. "Sin shall not have dominion over you, for 
you are not under law but under grace" (Rom. 6:14). 

Under "the law of sin and death," any sin results 
in spiritual death. Those whose relationship to God 
is based solely on such a law, when they once sin, are 
forever enslaved to sin with no available remedy. All 
they can do is despair. Because Christians are not un
der law but under grace, we do .not have to despair, 
we are forgiven. "The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has made me free ·from the law of sin 
and death" (Rom. 8:2). 

However, the result of our death to sin is not, 
"Therefore sin cannot reign over you." The prom
ised result is, "Therefore do not let sin reign over 
you" (Rom. 6: 12). We can still choose a life of sla
very to sin if we wish but because of grace we do not 
have to. 

It is encouraging to know, "If anyone sins, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, jesus Christ the 
righteous" (1 John 2: 1). 

Keep right on "wanting to do rig~t," "regretting 
it when you yield to temptation" and continuing to 
"seek knowledge and strength to help better over
come temptation." 

May God bless! 
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Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
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would be the case with resource books, 
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Understanding When Baptized 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

W hat did peo ple in New Testament t imes 
understand when they we re baptized ? 
Did they on ly understand tha t they were 

obeying God, bu t no more? Is it possible that they 
understood that their sins were being removed when 
in bap tism they t rusted in the blood of Jesus and 
made a commitment to di e to a past life in order to 
live a new life for J esus as members of hi s body, his 
church? 

The Gospel 

W hat did people understand before they were bap
t ized? Was bapti sm to obey God t he o nl y message 
they received? 

Jesus told the apostles to preach the gospel before 
baptizing people (Mark 16:15-1 6) . It includes the 
death, buri al, and resurrectio n ofJesus for the forgive
ness of sins (1 Cor. 15: 1-4). Peter presented ev idence 
to his listeners that Jesus is both Lo rd and C hrist (Acts 
2 :36). At a later date he spoke words of salvation (Acts 
11: 13-14) to Cornelius and his house ho ld, which in 
cluded a message o f forgiveness through Jesus as well 
as baptism (Acts 10:34-43, 47-48) . Phi lip p reached 
Chri st to the people of Samaria (Acts 8:5, 12) and to 
the Ethio pian (Acts 8:35). Paul preached the word of 
the Lo rd to the jailor and his household before they 
were baptized (Acts 16:32). Pau l's message to the 
Corinth ians w ho were baptized included Christ and 
him cruc ified (Acts 18:8; 1 Cor. 2: 1-2). 

T hose who were baptized learned from the gos
pel that Jesus d ied for their sins and that they were to 
be baptized. 

Pentecost 

W hat did those on the clay of Pentecost understand 
when they were baptized? Was obed ience to God all 
they understood? Because t hey had come to believe 
in J esus they wanted to know what to do (Acts 2:37) . 
Peter told them to repent (Acts 2:38), which meant 
that they und erstood that they were to change their 
way of living and live a new life for Jesus. However, 
th ey unde rstood even more, they understood tha t 
th ei r sins wo uld be fo rgiven when they we re bap
tized (Acts 2 :38). Can anyone deny this without de
nying that Peter told them this would happen? 

Samaria 

W hat did the people o f Samaria understand when 
th ey were bapti zed ? Was obedience to God all they 
understood ? Philip had p reached the k ingdom of 
God to them. Sure ly this wo uld have included that 
jesus had said a person could not enter the ki ngdom 
without a birth o f wate r and sp ir it (John 3 :5). This 
means they would have understood they would have 
a new life as members o f J esus' kin gdom, hi s church, 
when they we re baptized (Acts 8 : 12) . A new birth 
wou ld also imply the end of the ir past life, thus the 
sins of the past, and a new li fe for j esus. 

(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Exclusive 
By H. A. {Buster) Dobbs 

Aa recent luncheon where Bible topics were discussed one 
guest mumbled over and over when he heard something 
he thought was too narrow to suit his taste, "That's too ex

clusive." 
This man was no doubt sincere in wanting the church and the 

Bible presented in the most appealing possible way. He did not 
want to tread on somebody's rattlesnake. 

Well, I understand that, and am concerned that the chosen 
people of God have the best possible public relations. Saints must 
be diligent in letting their speech be with "grace seasoned with 
salt, that ye may know how to answer each one." Grace suggests 
kindness, courtesy, and civility. Salt suggests unvarnished truth, 
protection from purification, and clear thoughts expressed in 
plain language. Graceful speech can also be salty. 

The Bible tells us to be "ready always to give answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, 
yet with meekness and fear." Graceful speech may be salty. Be 
ready to answer but not with brazenness - unpleasant and loud 
- but with meekness and fear. Meekness is not spineless and 
weak. Fear is not corrosive and bitter. 

Peter and Paul are both telling us to stand-up, speak-out, and 
be as compatible as the situation will allow. 

We have a marvelous example of how to speak eternal verities 
with both grace and salt, with both meekness and fear. Jewish reli
gious leaders arrested Peter and John inside the walls of the temple 
and rudely put them in jail. They came to trial the very next day. 
The haste with which the trial was called indicates something of 
how heinous the spiritual rulers of Israel viewed the crime of these 
two apostles. 

Luke paints a powerful word-picture ... the august assembly 
consisted of rulers, elders, teachers, and the High Priest and his 
cohorts. The High Priest no doubt was in full regalia. His tunic of 
scarlet, blue, and gold would gleam and glisten in the lights of the 
hall of justice - the assembly room of the Sanhedrin. His turban 
displayed a thin strip of solid gold tied with a lace of blue and em
blazoned with the slogan "Holy to YHVH." The feared 
tetragrammaton - now translated Yahweh, or Jehovah. The 
members of the high counsel were in their seats. The prisoners 
were in the dock. The proof of their treachery stood in some 
prominent place. The High Priest swept into the room accompa
nied by his father-in-law, and John, and Alexander, and other 



members of the High Priest's family. This would strike fear into 
the hearts of the accused and make them tremble in their boots. 

The two fishermen were brought before the tribunal. 
A voice demanded to know, "By what power, or in what name, 

have you done this?" (Acts 4:7). 
The question would echo in the chamber, and in its very nature 

would suggest that these two peasants had committed a dastardly 
deed ... something mean, treacherous, and cowardly. The unspoken 
undercurrent of the question was, how dare you do this dark, 
deadly, and destructive evil. Some terrible crime had been commit
ted and the perpetrators might well have their tongues cut out. 

Luke informs us that at this moment Peter was filled with the 
Holy Spirit, which brings to mind the instructions Jesus gave his 
apostles: "But when they deliver you up, be not anxious how or 
what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that hour what ye 
shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
that speaketh in you" (Matt. 10:19-20). 

This was not Peter speaking, but the heavenly Father speaking 
through his lips. This is a striking example of verbal inspiration ... 
full and infallible. Peter was about to speak the lovely words of a 
gracious God selected from the apostle's own vocabulary and style 
by an omnipotent Being. These words were gracious and seasoned 
with salt in all meekness and fear. 

Here are the words spoken by Jehovah to Caiaphas and Annas 
through the mouth of a lowly, weather-beaten laborer, whose head 
was unbowed, and whose enthusiasm was unfading. 

"[I]f we this day are examined concerning a good deed done to 
an impotent man." 

What a stunning beginning. We are examined because we are 
accused of giving full mobility to a lame man! Healing a cripple 
was their great crime. 

The question of the High Jewish Council was, "[B]y what 
means is this man made whole?" 

Jehovah continues to speak to these high-ranking officials 
through Peter, saying, "[B]e it known unto you all, and to all the 
people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even in him 
doth this man stand here before you whole." 

Peter speaks with a boldness set in burnished brass. He does 
not back-off one inch. He declares the power of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, and accuses these men- Jewish officials- of crucify
ing him. He furthermore asserts that Jesus was "declared to be the 
son of God with power by his resurrection from the dead." 

With his next breath Peter said, "He is the stone which was set 
at nought of you the builders, which was made the head of the cor
ner." 

Having established the royal-deity of the lone Galilean, the 
apostle then strikes the major-chord ... 

''And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we 
must be saved." 
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This was the reason Jesus gave up being rich to 
become poor (2 Cor. 8: 9). His mission to mortals 
was to open the portals of glory. He came "to seek 
and save the lost." This was the apex of Peter's brief 
statement to these religious and political leaders. 
This must also be our constant theme - taking pre
cedence over all else - the King of kings is primarily 
interested in the redemption of sinners. This was 
Peter's main purpose in his powerful Pentecost ser
mon, reiterated in his sermon at the gate called Beau
tiful, and now affirmed in his masterful and majestic 
proclamation to the assembled Jewish elders and rul
ers. That- and that alone -is the message we must 
herald. 

The reaction of the Sanhedrin was .. . "Now 
when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, 
and had perceived that they were unlearned and ig
norant men, they marveled; and they took knowl
edge of them, that they had been with Jesus." 

What an unwitting tribute to the man they de
nied and rejected, and been responsible for crucify
ing him. 

''And seeing the man that was healed standing 
with them, they could say nothing against it" (Acts 
4:17-21). 

The man who was born with withered and useless 
limbs and who for 40 years had continued in his impo
tency was irrefutable proof of the undeniable truth of 
the words that poured from the mouth of Peter. The 
man who before could not stand at all, but lay at the 
door of the temple seeking alms, now stood with Peter 
and John. He stood there with jubilant feet, and the 
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great Sanhedrin of the Jews was silent, struck dumb by 
the presence of a renovated beggar. 

We now see and understand what it means to "let 
your speech be always with grace seasoned with salt" 
... what it means to give an "answer with meekness 
and fear." 

Ah, is that too exclusive? Is it too narrow to say 
of Jesus "in none other is there salvation?" 

If salvation is only in Jesus, as Jehovah declared 
through Peter, then that eliminates all of the non
Christian religions of earth. It denies both Judaism 
and Mohammadism because both of those systems 
deny Jesus. It denies all professing Christians that are 
given to liberalism and in their uncertainties and 
doubts reject virgin birth, confirming miracles, the 
vicarious sacrifice of Calvary, resurrection, ascen
sion, and a fiery return and separation of saints from 
sinners. 1 

Here are some things about which the Bible be-
liever has no doubt ... there is one body, which is the 
church ... one spirit ... one hope ... one faith ... one 
baptism ... one Lord ... one God and father of all, who 
is over all, through all, and in all (see Eph. 4:1-4). 

The seven-fold "ones" show exclusivity. The 
church of Christ is comprised of the saved of all ages, 
the angels in glory, and Jesus is its head. "There is 
salvation in none other." If that sounds exclusive, it 
is; because it is exclusive- the church is limited to 
saved beings. 

May God grant that we never become so en
grossed in being inclusive that we make compromise 
with evil_. "They enslave their children's children 
who make compromise with sin." 

The number one consideration to every person 
whose eyes can see, and whose ears can hear, and 
whose hearts can believe is being reconciled to God 
through the obedience of faith, which gives access to 
the grace wherein we stand. "He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). "Repent ye, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins" (Acts 2:38). 

"Stand up, stand up for Jesus, Ye soldiers of the 
cross, Lift high his royal banner; it must not suffer 
loss." 

1 Liberalism cuts the heart out of the Christian system because it is un
sure of the supernaturalism of pure and undefiled religion. It is doubtful 
of the absolute and infallible authority of the Bible and its consequent 
inerrancy. 
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Understanding When Baptized 
(continued from page 1) 

The Ethiopian 
What would the Ethiopian have understood when he 
was baptized? Was obedience to God all he under
stood? Philip preached Christ to him from Isaiah 53 
(Acts 8:32-33), which must have included Jesus' death 
for his sins. He would have understood that Jesus was 
forgiving his sins when he was being baptized. 

Saul (Paul) 
What would Paul have understood when he was bap
tized? Was obedience to God all he understood? 
Ananias assured him that when he was baptized, his 
sins would be washed away (Acts 22:16), so he 
would have understood that his sins were all re
moved when he was baptized. 

Paul wrote that the Romans should have known 
that a new life was to follow (Rom. 6:3-4), the Gala
tians understand that they were clothed with Jesus 
(Gal. 3:27), and the Colossians realize they were 
made alive and forgiven of their sins when they were 
baptized (Col. 2: 12-13). Paul and those he taught 
would have understood their sins were forgiven 
when they were baptized. 

An ani as 
What would Ananias expect Paul to understand 
when he baptized him (Acts 9: 18)? Was obedience 
to God all he expected Paul to understand. He told 
him to be baptized to wash his sins (Acts 22:16). If 
he understood anything at all he would have under
stood that Paul's sins would be washed away when 
he was baptized and expected Paul to understand 
the same. 

Peter 
What would Peter have understood when he in
structed people to be baptized? Was obedience to 
God all that Peter would have understood and would 
have expected those being baptized to understand? 
He had heard Jesus relate salvation to baptism (Mark 
16:16), preached forgiveness of sins when he spoke 
of baptism (Acts 2:38), and wrote that baptism now 
saves us (1 Pet. 3:21). He would have understood 
that baptism was related to salvation and have ex
pected those who were being baptized to understand 
the same. 

Composite of Teaching 
Even though expressed in different ways, those being 
baptized should understand the following: 

• Removal of sins, which is included in the fol
lowing expressions: saved (Mark 16: 16; 1 Pet. 3:21), 
washed away (Acts 22: 16), remission or forgiveness 
(Acts 2:38; Col. 2:12-13). 

• End of an old life and the beginning of a new 
life, which is included in the following expressions: 
born again Oohn 3:5), repent (Acts 2:38), baptism 
into death, new life and made alive (Rom. 6:4; Col. 
2: 11-12), and put on Christ or clothed with Christ 
(Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). 

• Entry into Jesus along with all others who are 
baptized in order to be saved, thus entrance into his 
community, made known by the following state
ments: into Christ (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27) and into 
one body (Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 12:13), the church 
{Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18, 24). 

The person being baptized would not have to un
derstand or to be baptized for twenty or more reasons. 
Even though expressed in different ways, he would 
simply need to know that his past sinful life would be 
forgiven through faith in Jesus' blood (Rom. 3:35) 
and that he must change his life so that he could live a 
new life of obedience to Jesus - the Son of God who 
is his Savior, the messiah, and the Ruler of the universe 
- as a member of his one body, the church. 

Conclusion 
Nothing that is recorded in the Bible indicates that 
the sum total anyone was told was that he was to be 
baptized in order to obey God or that all he under
stood was that baptism was no more than an act of 
obedience to God. In New Testament times people 
learned enough to be baptized the same day they 
were taught. Hours and hours of time are not neces
sary in order to understand the three basics prin
ciples stated above that are necessary in order to be 
baptized: removal of past sins, new life for Jesus, and 
entry into Christ's spiritual community. 
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Why Bother? 
By Earle H. West 

O ccasionally, as people hear sermons and 
class discussions focused on learning what 
the first-century church did, the whole 

thing seems outdated and irrelevant. Mter all, many 
things have changed so that we live in a vastly differ
ent culture and time. So why bother? 

Before answering that question, a bit of clarifica
tion is needed. The activities of the first century 
churches are not the standard for our conduct today 
since they did some things that were right and some 
that were wrong. Their actions were not inspired by 
the Holy Spirit. What we are deeply interested in, 
however, is the teaching of the inspired apostles as 
revealed in scripture and as reflected in the actions of 
the early Christians while being directed and ap
proved by the apostles. The standard, then, is scrip
ture, not the acts of Christians. 

But why even bother with that? 
It is instructive to note, by analogy, that most or

ganizations of any significance are quite concerned 
about the rules, principles, and doctrines that were 
involved in the beginning of those groups. During 
my professional career at a major university, I was in
volved in three separate self studies for an accredit
ing association. Each report was based solidly on the 
original mission statement and governance on which 
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the university was founded. At the highest judicial 
levels in the United States, great attention is focused 
on what was the intent of the Founding Fathers 
when they drew up the Constitution and its amend
ments. In each case, it is recognized that many 
changes have taken place in society, yet the founding 
documents still provide focus and guidance for all 
subsequent activities. If this is true with human insti
tutions, why should the church established by Jesus 
be different? 

The scriptures themselves help to answer the 
question of "Why bother?" Speaking of the first cov
enant, Isaiah explained how differences of opinion 
and practice might be settled when he said, "To the 
law and to the testimony" (Isa. 8 :20). The people of 
Berea were commended because they "searched the 
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so" 
(Acts 17: 12). Later, Paul spoke of the revelation 
given to him and subsequently preserved in the scrip
tures: "If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, 
let him recognize that the things which I write to you 
are the Lord's commandment. But if anyone does 
not recognize this, he is not recognized" (1 Cor. 
14:37-38). No matter how much a person may fly 
under the banner of being a prophet or being deeply 
spiritual, if that person does not bother to consult 
the inspired writings of the early church, he is not 
recognized." This should be the final answer to the 
question of "why bother?" 

The answers provided above are abundantly sup
ported by church leaders in the centuries since that 
time. The Muratorian Canon (ca. A.D. 180) says of 
Paul's letters: "They are held sacred for the carrying 
out of Church discipline in the Church." Justin in 
Dialogue with Trepho wrote about the two covenants: 
"The latter annuls the former. We can rely on the 
Covenant, after which there will be no further law, 
no precept, no command" (11: 1-2). In more recent 
times, Everett Ferguson wrote: "Matters of worship 
and polity are not as central as the saving work of 
Christ, but in their own sphere the biblical mate
rials on these topics are normative" (Everett 
Ferguson, The Church of Christ, p. xx). Finally, some 
Episcopalians in Virginia published an apology for 



their actions on the op-ed pages of the Washington 
Post and said: "Episcopal revisionism negates the au
thority of faith. The 'sola scriptura' ('by the scriptures 
alone') doctrine of the Reformation church has been 
abandoned for the 'sofa cultura' (by the culture alone) 
way of the modern church. No longer under author
ity, the Episcopal church today is either its own 
authority or finds its authority in the shifting winds 
of intellectual and social fashion - which is to say it 
has no authority" Uohn Yates & Os Guiness, "Why 
We Left the Episcopal Church," Washington Post, 01/ 
08/07). 

For those who think it irrelevant to seek to fol
low the teaching of the first century as embodied in 
scripture and illuminated by the practices of the 
early Christians, we simply ask the question implied 
by Yates and Guiness, "What is the guiding author
ity?" The only thing left, as they noted, is for us ei
ther to be our own authority or find authority in cur
rent fashions, which is to say "no authority." 
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The Inspiration of the Bible 
By James M. Gray 

In this paper the authenticity and credibility of the 
Bible are assumed, by which is meant (1), that its 
books were written by the authors to whom they 

are ascribed, and that their contents are in all mate
rial points as when they came from their hands: and 
(2), that those contents are worthy of entire accep
tance as to their statements of fact. Were there need 
to prove these assumptions, the evidence is abun
dant, and abler pens have dealt with it. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that because 
these things are assumed their relative importance 
is undervalued. On the contrary, they underlie inspi
ration, and "come in on the ground floor." They 
have to do with the historicity of the Bible, which 
for us just now is the basis of its authority. Nothing 
can be settled until this is settled, but admitting its 
settlement which, all things considered, we now may 
be permitted to do, what can be of deeper interest 

than the question as to how far that authority ex
tends? 

This is the inspiration question, and while so 
many have taken in hand to discuss the others, may 
not one be at liberty to discuss this? It is an old ques
tion, so old, indeed, as again in the usual recurrence 
of thought to have become new. Our fathers dis
cussed it, it was the great question once upon a time. 
It was sifted to the bottom, and a great storehouse of 
fact and argument, and illustration has been left for 
us to draw upon in a day of need 

For a long while the enemy's attack has directed 
our energies to another part of the field, but victory 
there will drive us back here again. The other ques
tions are outside of the Bible itself, this is inside. 
They lead men away from the contents of the book 
to consider how they came, this brings us back to 
consider what they are. Happy the day when the 
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inquiry returns here, and happy the generation 
which has not forgotten how to meet it. 

I. Definition of Inspiration 
1. Inspiration is not revelation. As Dr. Charles 
Hodge expressed it, revelation is the act of commu
nicating divine knowledge to the mind, but inspira
tion is the act of the same Spirit controlling those 
who make that knowledge known to others. In 
Chalmers happy phrase the one is the influx, the 
other the efflux. Abraham received the influx, he 
was granted a revelation, but Moses was endued 
with the efflux, being inspired to record it for our 
learning. In the one case, there was a flowing in and 
in the other a flowing out. Sometimes both of these 
experiences met in the same person, indeed Moses 
himself is an illustration of it, having received a rev
elation at another time and also the inspiration to 
make it known, but it is of importance to distinguish 
between the two. 

2. Inspiration is not illumination. Every regener
ated Christian is illuminated in the simple fact that 
he is in dwelt by the Holy Spirit [through the re
vealed word], but every such an one is not also in
spired, but only the writers of the Old and New Tes
taments. Spiritual illumination is subject to degrees, 
some Christians possessing more of it than others, 
but, as we understand it, inspiration is not subject to 
degrees, being in every case the breath of God, ex
pressing itself through a human personality. 1 

3. Inspiration is not human genius. The latter is 
simply a natural qualification, however exalted it 
may be in some cases but inspiration in the sense 
now spoken of is supernatural throughout. It is an 
enduement coming upon the writers of the Old and 
New Testaments directing and enabling them to 
write those books, and on no other men, and at no 
other time and for no other purpose. No human ge
nius of whom we ever heard introduced his writings 
with the formula "Thus saith the Lord," or words to 
that effect, and yet such is the common utterance of 
the Bible authors. No human genius ever yet agreed 
with any other human genius as to the things it most 
concerns men to know and. Therefore, however ex
alted his equipment, it differs not merely in degree 
but in kind from the inspiration of the Scriptures. 

In its mode the divine agency is inscrutable, 

though its effects are knowable. We do not under
take to say just how the Holy Spirit operated on the 
minds of these authors to produce these books, but 
we accept it on the testimony that appeals to faith. 

4. When we speak of the Holy Spirit corning 
upon the men to the composition of the books, it 
should be further understood that the object is not 
the inspiration of the men but the books - not the 
writers but the writings. It terminates upon the 
record, in other words, and not upon the human in
strument who made it. 

To illustrate. Moses, David, Paul, John, were not 
always and everywhere inspired, for then always and 
everywhere they would have been infallible and iner
rant, which was not the case. They sometimes made 
mistakes in thought and erred in conduct. But how
ever fallible and errant they may have been as men 
compassed with infirmity like ourselves such fallibil
ity or errancy was never under any circumstances 
communicated to their sacred writings. 

Ecclesiastes is a case in point, which on the sup
position of its Solomonic authorship, is giving us a 
history of his search for happiness "under the sun." 
Some statements in that book are only partially true 
while others are altogether false therefore it cannot 
mean that Solomon was inspired as he tried this or 
that experiment to find what no man has been able 
to find outside of God. But it means that his lan
guage is inspired as he records the various feelings 
and opinions which possessed him in the pursuit. 

This disposes of a large class of objections some
times brought against the doctrine of inspiration -
those, for example, associated with the question as 
to whether the Bible is the Word of God or only con
tains that Word. If by the former be meant that God 
spake every word in the Bible, and hence that every 
word is true, the answer must be no, but if it be 
meant that God caused every word in the Bible, true 
or false, to be recorded, the answer should be yes. 
There are words of Satan in the Bible, words of false 
prophets, words of the enemies of Christ, and yet 
they are God's words, not in the sense that He ut
tered them, but that He caused them to be recorded, 
infallibly and inerrantly recorded, for our profit. In 
this sense the Bible does not merely contain the 
Word of God; it is the Word of God. 

Of any merely human author, it is the same. This 

1The text explains itself and consequently illuminates itself. As has been often noted, "The Bible is it's on best commentary-ed. 
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paper is the writer's word throughout, and yet he 
may quote what other people say to commend them 
or dispute them. What they say he records, and in 
doing so he makes the record his in the sense that he 
is responsible for its accuracy. 

5. Let it be stated further in this definitional 
connection, that the record for whose inspiration we 
contend is the original record- the autographs or 
parchments of Moses, David, Daniel, Matthew, Paul 
or Peter, as the case may be, and not any particular 
translation or translations of them whatever. There is 
no translation absolutely without error, nor could 
there be, considering the infirmities of human copy
ists, unless God were pleased to perform a perpetual 
miracle to secure it. 

But does this make nugatory our contention? 
Some would say it does, and they would argue spe
ciously that to insist on the inerrancy of a parchment 
no living being has ever seen is an academic question 
merely, and without value. But do they not fail to see 
that the character and perfection of the Godhead are 
involved in that inerrancy? 

Some years ago a "liberal" theologian, deprecat
ing this discussion as not worthwhile, remarked that 
it was a matter of small consequence whether a pair 
of trousers were originally perfect if they were now 
rent. To which the valiant and witty David James 
Burrell replied, that it might be a matter of small 
consequence to the wearer of the trousers, but the 
tailor who made them would prefer to have it under
stood that they did not leave his shop that way. Then 
he added that if the Most High must train among 
knights of the shears He might at least be regarded as 
the best of the guild and One who drops no stitches 
and sends out no imperfect work. 

Is it not with the written Word as with the incar
nate Word? Is Jesus Christ to be regarded as imper
fect because His character has never been perfectly 
reproduced before us? Can He be the incarnate 
Word unless He were absolutely without sin? And by 
the same token, can the scriptures be the written 
Word unless they were inerrant? 

But if this question be so purely speculative and 
valueless, what becomes of the science of Biblical 
criticism by which properly we set such store today? 
Do builders drive piles into the soft earth if they 
never expect to touch bottom? Do scholars dispute 
about the scripture text and minutely examine the 
history and meaning of single words, "the delicate 
coloring of mood, tense and accent," if at the end 
there is no approximation to an absolute? As Dr. 

George H. Bishop says, does not our concordance, 
every time we take it up, speak loudly to us of a once 
inerrant parchment? Why do we not possess concor
dances for the very words of other books? 

Nor is that original parchment so remote a thing 
as some suppose. Do not the number and variety of 
manuscripts and versions extant render it compara
tively easy to arrive at a knowledge of its text and 
does not competent scholarship today affirm that as 
to the New Testament at least, we have in 999 cases 
out of every thousand the very word of that original 
text? Let candid consideration be given to these 
things and it will be seen that we are not pursuing a 
phantom in contending for an inspired autograph of 
the Bible. 

11. Extent of Inspiration 
1. The inspiration of scripture includes the whole 
and every part of it. There are some who deny this 
and limit it to only the prophetic portions, the words 
of Jesus Christ, and, say, the profounder spiritual 
teachings of the epistles. The historical books in their 
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judgment, and as an example, do no t requ ire inspi ra
t ion because their data were obtainable fro m natural 
sources. 

The Bible itself, however, knows of no limita
t ions, as we shall see: ''All scripture is given by inspi
ra tion of God." T he historical data, most of it at 
least, might have been obtained fro m natural 
sources, but what about the supernatura l gu idance 
required in their selection and narration? Compare, 
fo r answer, the reco rds of creation, the fa ll, the del
uge, etc., found in Genesis w ith those recently dis
covered by excavations in Bible lands. Do not the re
sul ts of the pick-axe and the spade po int to the same 
o rig inal as the Bible, and yet do not their childis h
ness and grotesqueness o ften bea r evidence of t he 
human and sin ful moul d through which they ran? 
Do t hey no t show the need of some power other 
than man himself to lead him out of the labyrinth of 
error into the open ground of truth? 

Furthermore, a re not the h istorica l books in 
some respects the most important in the Bible? Are 
they not the bases of its doctrine? Does no t the doc
trine of sin need fo r its starting point t he record of 
the fa ll ? Could we so satisfactorily understand justifi
cati on did we no t have the story of God' s dealings 
with Abraham ? In additio n, what of the priesthood 
of Christ ? D ismiss Leviticus and what can be made of 
Hebrews? Is not the Acts of t he Apostles historical, 
bur can we a fford to lose its inspira tion? 

And t hen, too, the histo rica l books are in many 
cases, prophetical as well as h istorica l. Do no t the 
types and symbols in them show fo rth the Savior in a ll 
the varying aspects o f His grace? Has not the story of 
Israel the closest relation as type and anti-type to our 
sp iri tual redemption ? Does not Pau l teach this in 1 
Cor. 10 6-11 ? And if t hese things were thus written 
for our learning, does not this imply their inspiration? 

Indeed, the hi storica l books have the strongest 
testimony bo rn e to their importance in other parts of 
the Bible. This will appear more particularl y as we 
proceed, but take, in passing, Christ's use of Deuter
onomy in His conflict with the tempter. T hrice does 
H e overcome him by a citation from that histo rical 
book w ithout note o r comment. Is it not di fficult to 
believe that neither H e nor Satan considered it in
spired ? 

Thus without goi ng further, we may say, with Dr. 
DeWitt of Princeton, t hat it is impossible to secure t he 
relig ious in fa llibi lity of the Bible -which is all the 
objector regards as necessary - if we exclude Bible 
hi story from the sphere of its inspira tion. But if we 
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include Bible history at all, we must include the whole 
of it, for who is competent to separate its parts? 

2. The inspiration includes not only all the books 
of the Bible in general but in detail, the form as well 
as the substance, the word as well as the thought. 
This is sometimes called the verbal theory of insp ira
tion and is vehementl y spoken against in some quar
ters. It is too mechanical, it degrades the w ri te rs to 
the level of machines, it has a tendency to make 
skeptics, and all that. 

T his last remark, however, is no t as a larming as it 
sounds. T he doctrine of the eternal retribution of the 
wicked is said to make skeptics, and that of a vicari
ous atonement, not to mention other reve lations of 
Holy Writ. T he natural mind takes to none of these 
thi ngs. But if we are not prepared to yield the po int 
in one case for such a reason, why should we be 
asked to do it in ano ther ? 

And as to degrading the writers to the level of 
mach ines, even if it were true, as it is not, why 
should fa ul t be fo und when one considers t he resu lt? 
W hich is the more impo rtant, the free agency of a 
score o r two of morta ls, or the divinity of their mes
sage? T he w hole argumen t is just a spark from the 
anvil on which the race is ever trying to hammer out 
t he deification of itself 

But we are insisting upon no theory - not even 
the verbal theory - if it a ltogether excludes the hu
man element in the transmission of the sacred word. 
As Dr. Henry B. Smith says, "God speaks th rough 
the personality as well as the lips of His messengers," 
and we may pour into that word "personality" every
thing that goes to make it- the age in which the 
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person lived, his environment, his degree of cu lture, 
his temperament and all the rest. As Wayland Hoyt 
expressed it, "Inspiration is nor a mechanical, crass, 
bald compulsion of the sacred writers, bur rather ::1 

dynamic divine influence over their freely-acting fac
ulties" in order rhar the latter in relation to the sub
jeer-matter then in hand may be kept inerrant, i.e., 
without mistake or fault. It is limiting the Holy One 
of Israe l to say that He is unable to do this without 
turning a human being into an automaton. Has He 
who created man as a free agent left himself no op
portunity to mould his thoughts into forms of speech 
inerranrly expressive of His will , without destroying 
that which He has made? 

And, indeed, where in resides man's free agency, 
in his mind or in his mouth? Shall we say he is free 
while God controls his thought, bur that he becomes 
a mere machine when that control extends to the ex
pression of his thought? 

Bur returning to the argument, if the divine influ
ence upon the writers did nor extend to the form as 
well as the substance of their writings; if, in other 
words, God gave them only the thought, permitting 
them to express it in their own words what guaran
tee have we that they have done so? 

An illustration rhe writer has frequently used wi ll 
help to make this clear. A stenographer in a mercan
tile house was asked by his employer to wri te as fol
lows: 

"Gentlemen: We misunderstood your letter and 
will now fill your order. " 

Imagine the employe r's surprise, however, when 
a little later this was set before him for his signature: 

"Gentlemen We misunderstood you r letter and 
will not fill your order." 

The mistake was on ly of a single letter, bur it was 
entirely subve rsive of his meaning. Yet the thought 
was given clea rl y to rhe stenographer, and the words, 
roo, for that matter. Moreover, the latter was capable 
and faithful, but he was human, and it is human to 
err. Had nor his employer contro ll ed his expression 
down to the very lerrer, the thought intended to be 
conveyed would have fa il ed of utterance. 

In the same way the human authors of the Bible 
were men of like passions with ourselves. Their mo
tives were pure the ir intentions good, but even if 
their subject matter were the commonplaces of men, 
to say nothing of the mysterious and transcendent 
revelation of a holy God, how could it be an abso lute 
transcri pt of the mind from which it came in the ab
sence of miraculous control? 

In the last analysis, it is the Bible itself, of course, 
which must settle the question of its insp iration and 
the ex tent of ir, and to this we come in the consider
arion of the proof, bur we may be allowed a final 
question. Can even God Himsel f give a thought to 
man without the words that clothe it ? Are nor rhe 
rwo inseparable, as much so "as a sum and irs figures, 
o r a rune and its notes?" Has any case been known in 
human history where a healthy mind has been able to 
create ideas withou t expressing them ro its own per
ception? In other wo rds, as Dr. A.J. Gordon once ob
served : "To deny that the H oly Spirit speaks in scrip
ture is an intelligible proposition, bur to admit that 
He speaks, it is impossible to know what He says ex
cept as we have His Words " 

Proof of Inspiration 

1. The inspiration of the Bible is proven by the phi
losophy, or what may be called the nature of the case 

The proposition may be stared rhus: The Bible is 
the hi story of the redemption of the race, o r from 
the side of the ind ividual, a supernatural revelation 
of the will of God to men fo r their salvation. How-
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ever, it was given to certain men of one age to be 
conveyed in writing to other men in different ages. 
Now all men have trouble in giving faithful reflec
tions of their thoughts to others because of sin, igno
rance, defective memory and the inaccuracy always 
incident to the use of language. 

Therefore it may be easily deduced that if the 
revelation is to be communicated precisely as origi
nally received, the same supernatural power is re
quired in the one case as in the other. This has been 
sufficiently elaborated in the foregoing and need not 
be dwelt upon again. 

2. It may be proven by the history and character 
of the Bible, i.e., by all that has been assumed as to its 
authenticity and credibility. All that goes to prove 
these things goes to prove its inspiration 

To borrow in part the language of the Westminster 
Confession, "the heavenliness of its matter, the effi
cacy of its doctrine, the unity of its various parts, the 
majesty of its style, and the scope and completeness of 
its design" all indicate the divinity of its origin. 

The more we think upon it the more we must be 
convinced that men unaided by the Spirit of God 
could neither have conceived, nor put together, nor 
preserved in its integrity that precious deposit 
known as the Sacred Oracles 

3. But the strongest proof is the declarations of 
the Bible itself and the inferences to be drawn from 
them. Nor is this reasoning in a circle as some might 
think. In the case of a man as to whose veracity there 
is no doubt, no hesitancy is felt in accepting what he 
says about himself, and since the Bible is demon
strated to be true in its statements of fact by unassail-
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able evidence, may we not accept its witness in its 
own behalf? 

Take the argument from Jesus Christ as an illus
tration. He was content to be tested by the prophe
cies that went before on Him, and the result of that 
ordeal was the establishment of His claims to be the 
Messiah beyond a peradventure. That complex sys
tem of prophecies, rendering collusion or counterfeit 
impossible, is the incontestable proof that He was 
what He claimed to be. But of course, He in whose 
birth, and life, and death, and resurrection such mar
velous prophecies met their fulfillment, became, 
from the hour in which His claims were established, 
a witness to the divine authority and infallible truth 
of the sacred records in which these prophecies are 
found. - (The New Apologetic, by Professor Robert 
Watts. D.D.) 

It is so with the Bible. The character of its con
tents, the unity of its parts, the fulfilment of its 
prophecies, the miracles wrought in its attestation, 
the effects it has accomplished in the lives of nations 
and of men, all these go to show that it is divine, and 
if so, that it may be believed in what it says about it
self. 

Argument for the Old Testament 

To begin with the Old Testament: 
(a) Consider how the writers speak of the origin 

of their messages. Dr. James H. Brookes is authority 
for saying that the phrase, "Thus saith the Lord" or 
its equivalent is used by them 2,000 times. Suppose 
we eliminate this phrase and its necessary context 
from the Old Testament in every instance, one won
ders how much of the Old Testament would remain. 

(b) Consider how the utterances of the Old Testa
ment writers are introduced into the New. Take Mat
thew 1:22 as an illustration, "Now all this was done 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet." It was not the prophet 
who spake, but the Lord who spake through the 
prophet. 

(c) Consider how Christ and His apostles regard 
the Old Testament. He came "not to destroy but to 
fulfill the law and the prophets": Matt. 5: 17. "The 
Scripture cannot be broken." John 10:35. He some
times used single words as the bases of important 
doctrines, twice in Matthew 22, at verses 31-32 and 
42-45. The apostles do the same. See Galatians 3:16 
Hebrews 2:8, 11 and 12:26-27. 

(d) Consider what the apostles directly teach 
upon the subject. Peter tells us that "No prophecy 



ever came by the will of man, but men spake from 
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). 
"Prophecy" here applies to the word written as is in
dicated in the preceding verse, and means not merely 
the foretelling of events, but the utterances of any 
word of God without reference as to time past, 
present or to come. In fact, what Peter declares is 
that the will of man had nothing to do with any part 
of the Old Testament, but that the whole of it, from 
Genesis to Malachi, was inspired by God 

Of course Paul says the same, in language even 
plainer, in 2 Timothy 3: 16, ''All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God and is profitable." The phrase 
"inspiration of God" means literally God-breathed. 
The whole of the Old Testament is God-breathed, 
for it is to that part of the Bible the language particu
larly refers, since the New Testament as such was not 
then generally known. 

As this verse is given somewhat differently in the 
Revised Version we dwell upon it a moment longer. 
It there reads, "Every scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable," and the caviller is disposed to say 
that therefore some scripture may be inspired and 
some may not be, and that the profitableness extends 
only to the former and not the latter. 

But aside from the fact that Paul would hardly be 
guilty of such a weak truism as that, it may be stated 
in reply first, that the King James rendering of the 
passage is not only the more consistent scripture, but 
the more consistent Greek. Several of the best Greek 
scholars of the period affirm this, including some of 
the revisers themselves who did not vote for the 
change. And secondly, even the revisers place it in 
the margin as of practically equal authority with 
their preferred translation, and to be chosen by the 
reader if desired. There are not a few devout Chris
tians, however who would be willing to retain the 
rendering of the Revised Version as being stronger 
than the King James, and who would interpolate a 
word in applying it to make it mean, "Every scrip
ture (because) inspired of God is also profitable." We 
believe that both Gaussen and Wordsworth take this 
view, two as staunch defenders of plenary inspiration 
as could be named 

Argument for the New Testament 

We are sometimes reminded that, however strong 
and convincing the argument for the inspiration of 
the Old Testament that for the New Testament is 
only indirect. "Not one of the evangelists tells us that 
he is inspired" says a certain theological professor, 

"and not one writer of an epistle, except Paul. " 
We shall be prepared to dispute this statement a 

little further, but in the meantime let us reflect that 
the inspiration of the Old Testament, being assured 
as it is, why should similar evidence be required for 
the New? Whoever is competent to speak as a Bible 
authority knows that the unity of the Old and New 
Testaments is the strongest demonstration of their 
common source. They are seen to be not two books, 
but only two parts of one book. 

To take then the analogy of the Old Testament. 
The foregoing argument proves its inspiration as a 
whole, although there were long periods separating 
the different writers, Moses and David let us say, or 
David and Daniel, the Pentateuch and the Psalms, or 
the Psalms and the Prophets, as long or longer than 
between Malachi and Matthew or Ezra and the Gos
pels. If then to carry conviction for the plenary inspi
ration of the Old Testament as a whole, it is not nec
essary to prove it for every book, why, to carry con
viction for the plenary inspiration of the Bible as a 
whole is it necessary to do the same? 

We quote here a paragraph or two from Dr. 
Nathaniel West. He is referring to 2 Timothy 3: 16, 
which he renders. "Every scripture is inspired of 
God " and adds: "The distributive word 'Every' is 
used not only to particularize each individual scrip
ture of the Canon that Timothy had studied from his 
youth, but also to include, along with the Old Testa
ment the New Testament scriptures extant in Paul's 
day, and any others, such as those that John wrote 
after him 

"The Apostle Peter tells us that he was in posses
sion, not merely of some of Paul's Epistles, but 'all 
his Epistles, and places them, canonically, in the 
same rank with what he calls 'the other scriptures,' 
i.e., of equal inspiration and authority with the 
Words spoken before by the Holy Prophets, and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior, through the 
Apostles. 2 Peter 3:2, 16. 

"Paul teaches the same co-ordination of the Old 
and New Testaments. Having referred to the Old as a 
unit, in his phrase 'Holy Scriptures,' which the revis
ers translate 'Sacred Writings,' he proceeds to par
ticularize. He tells Timothy that 'every scripture,' 
whether of Old or New Testament production 'is in
spired of God.' Let it be in the Pentateuch the 
Psalms, the Prophets, the Historical Books, let it be a 
chapter or a verse: let it be in the Gospels, the Acts, 
his own or Peter's Epistles or even John's writings, 
yet to be, still each part of the Sacred Collection is 
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God-given and because of that possesses divine au
thority as part of the Book of God." 

We read this from Dr. West twenty years ago, 
and rejected it as his dictum, We read it today, with 
deeper and fuller knowledge of the subject, and we 
believe it to be true. 

It is somewhat as follows that Dr. Gaussen in his 
exhaustive "Theopneustia" gives the argument for 
the inspiration of the New Testament 

(a) The New Testament is the later, and for that 
reason the more important revelation of the two, 
and hence if the former were inspired, it certainly 
must be true of the latter. The opening verses of the 
first and second chapters of Hebrews plainly suggest 
this: "God, who at sundry times and in divers man
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
His Son ... Therefore we ought to give the more ear
nest heed to the things which we have heard." 

And this inference is rendered still more conclu
sive by the circumstance that the New Testament 
sometimes explains, sometimes proves, and some
times even repeals ordinances of the Old Testament. 
See Matthew 1:22-23 for an illustration of the first, 
Acts 13: 19 to 3 9 for the second and Galatians 5:6 
for the third. Assuredly these things would not be 
true if the New Testament were not of equal, and in 
a certain sense, even greater authority than the 0 ld. 

(b) The writers of the New Testament were of an 
equal or higher rank than those of the Old. That they 
were prophets is evident from such allusions as Ro
mans 16:25-27, and Ephesians 3:4-5. But that they 
were more than prophets is indicated in the fact that 
wherever in the New Testament prophets and 
apostles are both mentioned, the last-named is al
ways mentioned first (see 1 Cor. 12:28, Eph. 2:20, 
Eph. 4: 11). It is also true that the writers of the New 
Testament had a higher mission than those of the 
Old, since they were sent forth by Christ, as he had 
been sent forth by the Father Uohn 20:21). They 
were to go, not to a single nation only (as Israel), but 
into all the world (Matt. 28: 19). They received the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16:19). And 
they are to be pre-eminently rewarded in the regen
eration (Matt. 19:28). Such considerations and com
parisons as these are not to be overlooked in estimat
ing the authority by which they wrote. 

(c) The writers of the New Testament were espe
cially qualified for their work, as we see in Matthew 
10:19-20, Mark 13:11, Luke 12:2, John 14:26 and 
John 16:13-14. These passages will be dwelt on 
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more at length in a later division of our subject, but 
just now it may be noticed that in some of the in
stances, inspiration of the most absolute character 
was promised as to what they should speak - the in
ference being warranted that none the less would 
they be guided in what they wrote. Their spoken 
words were limited and temporary in their sphere, 
but their written utterances covered the whole range 
of revelation and were to last forever. If in the one 
case, they were inspired, how much more in the 
other? 

(d) The writers of the New Testament directly 
claim divine inspiration. See Acts 15 23-29, where, 
especially at verse 28, James is recorded as saying, 
"for it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us, to 
lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary 
things." Here it is affirmed very clearly that the Holy 
Ghost is the real writer of the letter in question and 
simply using the human instruments for his purpose. 
Add to this 1 Corinthians 2:13, where Paul says 
"Which things also we speak, not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual," 
or as the margin of the Revised Version puts it, "im
parting spiritual things to spiritual men." In 1 Thes
salonians 2:13 the same writer says: "For this cause 
also thank we God without ceasing, because when ye 
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye 
received it not as the word of man, but as it is in 
truth the word of God." In 2 Peter 32 the apostle 
places his own words on a level with those of the 
prophets of the Old Testament, and in verses 15 and 
16 of the same chapter he does the same with the 
writings of Paul, classifying them "with the other 
scriptures." Finally, in Revelation 2:7, although it is 
the Apostle John who is writing, he is authorized to 
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exclaim "He that hath an ear let him hear what the 
Spiri t saith un ro the churches," and so on through
our the epistl es ro the seven chu rches 

Argument for the Words 

The evidence that the inspiration includes rhe form 
as well as the substance of the Holy Scriptures, the 
word as well as the thought, may be gathered in this 
way. 

1. There were certainly some occasions when the 
words were gi·ven to the hu111an agents. Take the in
stance of Balaam (Num. 22:38 , 23 :12, 16). It is clear 
that this self-seek ing prophet thought, i. e., des ired ro 
speak differently from what he did, but was obliged 
to speak the word that God put in his mouth. There 
are two incontrovertible witnesses to this, one be ing 
Balaam himself and the other God. 

Take Saul (1 Sam. 10:10), or at a later time, hi s 
messengers (19:20-24). No one will cla im that there 
was nor an inspiration of the words here. And 
Caiaphas also Uohn 11 :49-52), of whom it is ex
press ly sa id that when he prophesied that one man 
should die fo r the people, "this spake he not of him
se lf." Who beli eves that Caiap has meant or real ly 
knew the signi ficance of what he said ? 

And how entirely this harmonizes with Christ's 
promise to His disciples in Matthew 10: 19. 20 and 
elsewhere "When they de li ver you up take no 
thought (be nor anxious) how or what ye shall speak, 
for it shall be given you in that hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak bur the Spirit of your 
Father which speaketh in you." Mark is even more 
emphatic "Neither do ye premeditate, bur whatso
ever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye, fo r 
it is nor ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost. " 

Take the circumstance of the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2-4-J 1), when the disciples "began to speak 
with other rongues as the Sp irit gave them utter
ance," Parthians, Medes, Elamites, the dwellers in 
Mesopotamia, in Judea, Cappadocia. Pontus Asia, 
Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, in the parts of Libya 
about Cyrene, the strangers of Rome, Cretes and Ara
bians all testi fied, "we do hear them speak in our 
rongues the wonderfu l works of God!" Did nor thi s 
inspiration include rhe words? Did ir nor indeed ex
clude the thought? What clearer example could be 
desired? 

To the same purport consider Pau l's reaching in 1 
Corinthians 14 about the gift of tongues. He that 
speakerh in an un known tongue, in the Spirit 
speakerh mysteries, bur no man undersranderh him, 

therefore he is ro pray that he may interpret. Under 
some circumstances, if no interpreter be present, he 
is ro keep silence in the church and speak only to 
himself and to God. 

But better sti ll, consider the utterance of 1 Peter 
L: 10-1 L, where he speaks of them who prophesied 
of the grace that should come, as "searching what, or 
what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify when He testified beforehand the 
suffer ings of Christ and the glory that should fol low, 
to whom it was revealed," ere. 

"S hould we see a student who, having taken 
down the lecture of a profound philosopher, was 
now studying di ligen tly to comprehend the sense of 
the discourse which he had written, we should un
derstand simply that he was a pup il and not a master, 
that he had nothing to do with originating either the 
thoughts or the words of the lecture, bur was rather a 
di sciple whose province it was to understand what 
he had transcribed, and so be able to communicate it 
ro others. 

"And who can deny that th is is the exact picture 
of what we have in th is passage from Peter? Here 
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were inspired writers studying the meaning of what 
they themselves had written. With all possible allow
ance for the human peculiarities of the writers, they 
must have been reporters of what they heard, rather 
than formulators of that which they had been made 
to understand." - A J. Gordon in "The Ministry of 
the Spirit" pp. 173-174. 

2. The Bible plainly teaches that inspiration ex
tends to its words. We spoke of Balaam as uttering 
that which God put in his mouth, but the same ex
pression is used by God Himself with reference to 
His prophets. When Moses would excuse himself 
from service because he was not eloquent, He who 
made man's mouth said, "Now therefore go, and I 
will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 
shalt say" (Exod. 4:10-12). And Dr. James H 
Brookes' comment is very pertinent. 

16 

God did not say I will be with thy mind, 
and teach thee what thou shalt think, but I 
will be with thy mouth and teach thee what 
thou shalt say. This explains why, forty 
years afterwards, Moses said to Israel, 'Ye 
shall not add unto the word I command 
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it' 
(Deut. 4:2)." Seven times Moses tells us 
that the tables of stone containing the com
mandments were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, graven 
upon the tables (Exod. 31:16). 

Passing from the Pentateuch to the poeti
cal books we find David saying, "The Spirit 
of the Lord spake by me, and His word was 
in my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:1-2). He, too, 
does not say, God thought by me, but spake 
byrne. 

Coming to the prophets, Jeremiah con
fesses that, like Moses, he recoiled from the 
mission on which he was sent and for the 
same reason. He was a child and could not 
speak. "Then the Lord put forth His hand 
and touched my mouth And the Lord said 
unto me, Behold I have put My word in thy 
mouth" Uer. 1:6-9). 

All of which substantiates the declaration 
of Peter quoted earlier, that "no prophecy 
ever came by the will of man but man spake 
from God, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit." Surely, if the will of man had noth
ing to do with the prophecy, he could not 
have been at liberty in the selection of the 
words. 

So much for the Old Testament, but when 
we reach the New, we have the same unerr
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ing and verbal accuracy guaranteed to the 
apostles by the Son of God, as we have 
seen. And we have the apostles making 
claim of it as when Paul in 1 Corinthians 2 
12-13 distinguishes between the "things" or 
the thoughts which God gave him and the 
words in which he expressed them, and in
sisting on the divinity of both; "Which 
things also we speak," he says, "not in the 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth." In Gala
tians 3:16, following the example of His di
vine Master, he employs not merely a single 
word, but a single letter of a word as the ba
sis of an argument for a great doctrine. The 
blessing of justification which Abraham re
ceived has become that of the believer in 
Jesus Christ, "Now to Abraham and his 
seed were the promises made. He saith not. 
And to seeds, as of many, but as of one, And 
to thy seed, which is Christ." 

The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews 
bases a similar argument on the word all in 
chapter 1 "8, on the word "one" in 1:11, and 
on the phrase 'yet once more" in 12:26-27. 

To recur to Paul's argument in Galatians, 
Archdeacon Farrar in one of his writings 
denies that by any possibility such a 
Hebraist as he, and such a master of Greek 
usage could have argued in this way. He 
says Paul must have known that the plural 
of the Hebrew and Greek terms for "seed" 
is never used by Hebrew or Greek writers 
to designate human offspring. It means, he 
says, various kinds of grain. 

His artlessness is amusing. We accept his 
estimate of Paul's knowledge of Hebrew 
and Greek, says Professor Watts he was cer
tainly a Hebrew of the Hebrews, and as to 
his Greek he could not only write it but 
speak it as we know, and quote what suited 
his purpose from the Greek poets. But on 
this supposition we feel justified in asking 
Dr. Farrar whether a lexicographer in 
searching Greek authors for the meanings 
they attached to spermata, the Greek for 
"seeds," would not be inclined to add "hu
man offspring" on so good an authority as 
Paul? 

Nor indeed would they be limited to 
his authority, since Sophocles uses it in the 
same way, and Aeschylus "I was driven away 
from my country by my own offspring" 
(spermata) -literally by my own seeds is 
what the former makes one of his characters 
say. 



Dr. Farrar's rendering of spermata in Galatia ns 
3:16 on the other hand wou ld make nonsense if nor 
sacrilege. " He sairh nor unto vario us kinds of grain as 
of many, bur as of o ne, and to thy gra in , w hich is 
Christ." 

"Granting th en, what we thank no man for 
granting, that spennata means human offspring, it is 
evident that despite a ll opinio ns to the contrary, this 
passage susta ins the teaching of an inspiration of 
H oly Writ extend ing to irs very words." 

3. But the most uJLique argument for the inspira
tion of the words of scripture is the relation which 
Jesus Christ bears to them. In the first place, H e Him
self was inspired as to His words. In the ea rliest ref
erence to His prophetic o ffi ce (Deut. 18: 18), Jeho
vah says, " I wi ll pur My words in His mouth, and He 
shall speak ... all that I shal l command Him." A limi 
tation on His utterance, wh ich Jesus eve rywhere rec
ognizes, "As My Father hath taught Me, I speak 
these things," " th e Father w hich sent Me, H e gave 
Me a commandment w hat I should say, and what I 
should speak," "whatsoever I speak therefore, eve n 
as the Father said unto Me, so I speak"; "T have give n 
unto them the words wh ich Thou gayest Me:" "rhe 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and rhey 
are li fe'" Qo hn 6:63, 8:26, 28, 40:12:49-50) . 

The tho ught is still more impressive as we read 
of rhe rela tio n of t he H o ly Spirit to the God-man. 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He hath 
annointed Me to preach the gospe l to the poo r. " " He 
through the Ho ly Ghost had given commandments 
unto the apostles;" " the revelation of Jesus C hrist 
which God gave unto Him"; "these th ings sairh He 
that holderh the seven sta rs in His right hand ." " He 
that hath an ear let him hear what th e Spirit sa irh 
un to the churches" (Luke 4:18, Acts 1-2, Rev. 11:21, 
11). If the incarnate Word needed the uncti o n of the 
Hol y G host to give to men the revela ti o n H e re
ceived from the Father in Whose bosom He d wells, 
and if the agency of the same Spirit extended to the 
words He spake in preaching the gospel to the meek 
or dictating an ep istle, how much more must these 
things be so in the case of ordinary men w hen en
gaged in rhe same serv ice? With what show of reason 
can one contend tha t any Old o r New Testament 
wri ter stood, so far as his words were concerned in 
need of no such agency"- The New Apologetic, pp 
67-68. 

In the second place H e used the scriptures as 
though they were inspired as to th eir words. In Mar
thew 22:31-32 H e substantiates th e doctrine o f the 

resurrectio n agai nst the skepticism of the Sadducees 
by emphasizi ng the present tense of the verb "to be," 
a, the wo rd "am" in the language of Jehovah to 
Moses at the burning bush. In verses 42-45 of the 
same chapter He does the same fo r H is own Deity by 
a lluding to the second use of the wo rd "Lord" in 
Psalm CX "The LORD sa id unto my Lo rd ... If David 
then ca ll him Lo rd, how is he his son ?" In John 
I 0:34-36, He vindicates Himse lf from the charge of 
blasphemy by saying, "Is it no t written in your law, I 
said, Ye are gods? If H e called them gods, unto 
whom the word of God came, and the scripture can
no r be broken, say ye o f him, whom rhe Father harh 
sanctified an d sent into the world, Thou 
blasphemest ; because I sa id, 1 am the Son of God ?" 

We have a lready seen Him (in Mart. 4) overcom
ing the tempter in the wilderness by th ree quotations 
from Deuteronom y without note or comment ex
cept, "Tt is written. " Referring ro wh ich Ado lphe 
Mo nad says, "I know of nothing in the who le history 
of humanity, nor even in the fie ld of divine revela
ti o n, that proves more clearly than thi s the inspira
ti o n o f th e scriptures. What! J esus Christ, the Lord 
o f heaven and earth, calling to hi s aid in that solemn 
mo ment M oses his servant? H e w ho speaks from 
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heaven fortifying himself against the temptations of 
hell by the word of him who spake from earth? How 
can we explain that spiritual mystery, that wonderful 
reversing of the order of things, if for Jesus the 
words of Moses were not the words of God rather 
than those of men? How shall we explain it if Jesus 
were not fully aware that holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost? 

"I do not forget the objections which have been 
raised against the inspiration of the scriptures, nor 
the real obscurity with which that inspiration is sur
rounded, if they sometimes trouble your hearts, they 
have troubled mine also. But at such times, in order 
to revive my faith, I have only to glance at Jesus glo
rifying the scriptures in the wilderness, and I have 
seen that for all who rely upon Him, the most embar
rassing of problems is transformed into a historical 
fact, palpable and clear. Jesus no doubt was aware of 
the difficulties connected with the inspiration of the 
scriptures, but did this prevent Him from appealing 
to their testimony with unreserved confidence? Let 
that which was sufficient for Him suffice for you. 
Fear not that the rock which sustained the Lord in 
the hour of His temptation and distress will give way 
because you lean too heavily upon it." 

In the third place, Christ teaches that the scrip
tures are inspired as to their words. In the Sermon on 
the Mount He said, "Think not that I am come to de
stroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to de
stroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." 

Here is testimony confirmed by an oath for "ver
ily" on the lips of the Son of Man carries such force. 
He affirms the indestructibility of the law, not its 
substance merely but its form, not the thought but 
the word 

"One jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law." The "jot" means the yod, the smallest letter in 
the Hebrew alphabet while the "tittle" means the 
horn, a short projection in certain letters extending 
the base line beyond the upright one which rests 
upon it. A reader unaccustomed to the Hebrew 
needs a strong eye to see the tittle, but Christ guaran
tees that as a part of the sacred text neither the tittle 
nor the yod shall perish. 

The elder Lightfoot, the Hebraist and rabbinical 
scholar of the Westminster Assembly time, has called 
attention to an interesting story of a certain letter 
yod found in the text of Deut. 32:18. It is in the 
word teshi, to forsake, translated in the King James 
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as "unmindful." Originally it seems to have been 
written smaller even than usual, i.e., undersized, and 
yet notwithstanding the almost infinite number of 
times in which copies have been made, that little yod 
stands there today just as it ever did. Lightfoot spoke 
of it in the middle of the seventeenth century and al
though two more centuries and a half have passed 
since then with all their additional copies of the 
book, yet it still retains its place in the sacred text. Its 
diminutive size is referred to in the margin, "but no 
hand has dared to add a hair's breadth to its length," 
so that we can still employ his words, and say that it 
is likely to remain there forever. 

The same scholar speaks of the effect a slight 
change in the form of a Hebrew letter might produce 
in the substance of the thought for which it stands. 
He takes as an example two words, "Chalal" and 
"Halal," which differ from each other simply in their 
first radicals. The "Ch" in Hebrew is expressed by 
one letter the same as "H," the only distinction being 
a slight break or opening in the left limb of the latter. 
It seems too trifling to notice, but let that line be bro
ken where it should be continuous, and "Thou shalt 
not profane the Name of thy God" in Leviticus 
18:21, becomes "Thou shalt not praise the Name of 
thy God." Through that aperture, however small, the 
entire thought of the Divine mind oozes out, so to 
speak and becomes quite antagonistic to what was 
designed. 

This shows how truly the thought and the word 
expressing it are bound together, and that whatever 
affects the one imperils the other. As another says, 
"The bottles are not the wine, but if the bottles per
ish, the wine is sure to be spilled." It may seem like 
narrow-mindedness to contend for this, and an evi
dence of enlightenment or liberal scholarship to treat 
it with indifference, but we should be prepared to 
take our stand with Jesus Christ in the premises, and 
if necessary, go outside the camp bearing our re
proach. 

DiHiculties and Obiedions 
That there are difficulties in the way of accepting a 
view of inspiration like this goes without saying. But 
to the finite mind there must always be difficulties 
connected with a revelation from the infinite, and it 
can not be otherwise. This has been mentioned be
fore. Men of faith, and it is such we are addressing, 
and not men of the world, do not wait to understand 
or resolve all the difficulties associated with other 
mysteries of the Bible before accepting them as di-



vine and why should they do so in this case? 
Moreover, Archbishop Whately's dictum is gen

erally accepted, that we are not obliged to clear away 
every difficulty about a doctrine in order to believe 
it, always provided that the facts on which it rests are 
true. And particularly is this the case where the rejec
tion of such a doctrine involves greater difficulties 
than its belief, as it does here 

For if this view of inspiration be rejected, what 
have its opponents to give in its place? Do they real
ize that any objections to it are slight in comparison 
with those to any other view that can be named? And 
do they realize that this is true because this view has 
the immeasurable advantage of agreeing with the 
plain declarations of Scripture on the subject? In 
other words, as Dr. Burrell says, those who assert the 
inerrancy of the scripture autographs do so on the 
authority of God Himself, and to deny it is of a piece 
with the denial that they teach the forgiveness of sins 
or the resurrection from the dead. No amount of ex
egetical turning and twisting can explain away the 
assertions already quoted in these pages to say noth
ing of the constant undertone of evidence we find in 
the Bible everywhere to their truth 

And speaking of this further, are we not justified 
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in requiring of the objector two things? First, on any 
fair basis of scientific investigation, is he not obliged 
to dispose of the evidence here presented before he 
impugns the doctrine it substantiates? And second, 
after having disposed of it, is he not equally obli
gated to present the scriptural proof of whatever 
other view of inspiration he would have us accept? 
Has He ever done this, and if not, are we not further 
justified in saying that it cannot be done? But let us 
consider some of the difficulties 

1. There are the so-called discrepancies or con
tradictions between certain statements of the Bible 
and the facts of history or natural science. The best 
way to meet these is to treat them separately as they 
are presented, but when you ask for them you are 
not infrequently met with silence. They are hard to 
produce, and when produced, who is able to say that 
they belong to the original parchments? As we are 
not contending for an inerrant translation, does not 
the burden of proof rest with the objector? 

But some of these "discrepancies" are easily ex
plained. They do not exist between statements of the 
Bible and facts of science, but between erroneous in
terpretations of the Bible and immature conclusions 
of science. The old story of Galileo is in point, who 
did not contradict the Bible in affirming that the 
earth moved round the sun but only the false theo
logical assumptions about it. In this way advancing 
light has removed many of these discrepancies, and it 
is fair to presume with Dr. Charles Hodge that fur
ther light would remove all 

2. There are the differences in the narratives 
themselves. In the first place, the New Testament 
writers sometimes change important words in quot
ing from the Old Testament, which it is assumed 
could not be the case if in both instances the writers 
were inspired. But it is forgotten that in the scrip
tures we are dealing not so much with different hu
man authors as with one Divine Author. It is a prin
ciple in ordinary literature that an author may quote 
himself as he pleases and give a different turn to an 
expression here and there as a changed condition of 
affairs renders it necessary or desirable. Shall we 
deny this privilege to the Holy Spirit? May we not 
find, indeed, that some of these supposed misquota
tions show such progress of truth, such evident ap
plication of the teaching of an earlier dispensation to 
the circumstances of a later one as to afford a confir
mation of their divine origin rather than an argu
ment against it? 

We offered illustrations of this earlier, but to 
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those would now add Isaiah 59:20 quoted in Ro
mans 11:26, and Amos 9:11 quoted in Acts 15:16. 
And to any desiring to further examine the subject 
we would recommend the valuable work of Profes
sor Franklin Johnson, of Chicago University, entitled 
"The Quotations in the New Testament from the 
Old." 

Another class of differences, however, is where 
the same event is sometimes given differently by dif
ferent writers. Take that most frequently used by the 
objectors, the inscription on the cross, recorded by 
all the evangelists and yet differently by each. How 
can such records be inspired, it is asked. 

It is to be remembered in reply, that the inscrip
tion was written in three languages calling for a dif
ferent arrangement of the words in each case, and 
that one evangelist may have translated the Hebrew, 
and another the Latin, while a third recorded the 
Greek. It is not said that any one gave the full in
scription, nor can we affirm that there was any obli
gation upon them to do so. Moreover, no one con
tradicts any other and no one says what is untrue. 

Recalling what was said about our having to deal 
not with different human authors but with one Di
vine Author, may not the Holy Spirit here have cho
sen to emphasize some one particular fact, or phase 
of a fact of the inscription for a specific and impor
tant end? Examine the records to determine what 
this fact may have been. Observe that whatever else 
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is omitted, all the narratives record the momentous 
circumstances that the Sufferer on the cross was 
THE KING OF THE JEWS 

Could there have been a cause for this? What 
was the charge preferred against Jesus by His accus
ers? Was He not rejected and crucified because He 
said He was the King of the Jews? Was not this the 
central idea Pilate was providentially guided to ex
press in the inscription? And if so, was it not that to 
which the evangelists should bear witness? And 
should not that witness have been borne in a way to 
dispel the thought of collusion in the premises? And 
did not this involve a variety of narrative which 
should at the same time be in harmony with truth 
and fact? And do we not have this very thing in the 
four gospels? 

These accounts supplement, but do not contra
dict each other. We place them before the eye in the 
order in which they are recorded. 

This is Jesus THE KING OF THE JEWS 
THE KING OF THE JEWS 

This is THE KING OF THE JEWS 
Jesus of Nazareth THE KING OF THE JEWS 

The entire inscription evidently was "This is 
Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews," but we sub
mit that the foregoing presents a reasonable argu
ment for the differences in the records 

3. There is the variety in style. Some think that if 
all the writers were alike inspired and the inspiration 
extended to their words, they must all possess the 
same style- as if the Holy Spirit had but one style! 

Literary style is a method of selecting words and 
putting sentences together which stamps an author's 
work with the influence of his habits, his condition 
in society, his education, his reasoning, his experi
ence, his imagination and his genius. These give his 
mental and moral physiognomy and make up his 
style 

But is not God free to act with or without these 
fixed laws? There are no circumstances which tinge 
His views or reasonings, and He has no idiosyncra
sies of speech, and no mother tongue through which 
He expresses His character or leaves the finger mark 
of genius upon His literary fabrics. 

It is a great fallacy then, as Dr. Thomas Armitage 
once said, to suppose that uniformity of verbal style 
must have marked God's authorship in the Bible, had 
He selected its words. As the author of all styles rather 
does he use them all at his pleasure. He bestows all the 
powers of mental individuality upon His instruments 



for using the scriptures, and then uses their powers as 
He will to express His mind by them. 

Indeed, the variety of style is a necessary proof of 
the freedom of the human writers, and it is this 
which among other things convinces us that, how
ever controlled by the Holy Spirit, they were not 
mere machines in what they wrote. 

Consider God's method in nature. In any depart
ment of vegetable life there may be but one genus, 
while its members are classified into a thousand spe
cies. From the bulbous root come the tulip the hya
cinth, the crocus, and the lily in every shape and 
shade, without any cause either of natural chemistry 
or culture. It is exclusively attributable to the variety 
of styles, which the mind of God devises. Therefore, 
in the sacred writings, His mind is seen in the infinite 
variety of expression which dictates the wording of 
every book. To quote Armitage again, "I cannot tell 
how the Holy Spirit suggested the words to the writ
ers any more than some other man can tell how He 
suggested the thoughts to them. But if diversity of 
expression proves that He did not choose the words, 
the diversity of ideas proves that He did not dictate 
the thoughts, for the one is as varied as the other." 

William Cullen Bryant was a newspaper man but 
a poet, Edmund Clarence Stedman was a Wall Street 
broker and also a poet. What a difference in style 
there was between their editorials and commercial 
letters on the one hand and their poetry on the 
other! Is God more limited than a man? 

4. There are certain declarations of scripture it
self. Does not Paul say in one or two places "I speak 
as a man" or "After the manner of man?" Assuredly, 
but is he not using the arguments common among 
men for the sake of elucidating a point? And may he 
not as truly be led of the Spirit to do that, and to 
record it, as to do or say anything else? Of course, 
what he quotes from men is not of the same essential 
value as what he receives directly from God, but the 
record of the quotation is as truly inspired. 

There are two or three other utterances of his of 
this character in the 7rh chapter of 1 Corinthians, 
where he is treating of marriage. At verse 6 he says, 
"I speak this by permission, not of commandment," 
and what he means has no reference to the source of 
his message but the subject of it. In contradiction to 
the false teaching of some, he says Christians are per
mitted to marry, but not commanded to do so. At 
verse 10 He says, "Unto the married I command, yet 
not I, but the Lord," while at verse 12 there follows, 
"but to the rest speak I, not the Lord." Does he de-

clare himself inspired in the first instance, and not in 
the second? By no means, but in the first he is allud
ing to what the Lord spake on the subject while here 
in the flesh, and in the second to what he, Paul, is 
adding thereto on the authority of the Holy Spirit 
speaking through him. In other words, putting his 
own utterances on equality with those of our Lord, 
he simply confirms their inspiration 

At verse 40 he uses a puzzling expression. "I 
think also that I have the Spirit of God." As we are 
contending only for an inspired record, it would 
seem easy to say that here he records a doubt as to 
whether he was inspired, and hence everywhere else 
in the absence of such record of doubt the inspira
tion is to be assumed. However, this would be beg
ging the question, and we prefer the solution of oth
ers that the answer is found in the condition of the 
Corinthian church at that time. His enemies had 
sought to counteract his teachings, claiming that they 
had the Spirit of God. Referring to the claim he says 
with justifiable irony, "I think also that I have the 
Spirit of God" (R.V.). "I think" in the mouth of one 
having apostolic authority, says Professor Watts, may 
be taken as carrying the strongest assertion of the 
judgment in question The passage is something akin 
to another in the same epistle at the 14rh chapter, 
verse 3 7, where he says, the things I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord." 

Time forbids further amplification on the diffi
culties and objections nor is it necessary, since there 
is not one that has not been met satisfactorily to the 
man of God and the child of faith again and again. 

But there is an obstacle to which we would call 
attention before concluding - not a difficulty or ob
jection, but a real obstacle, especially to the young 
and insufficiently instructed. It is the illusion that 
this view of inspiration is held only by the unlearned. 
An illusion growing out of still another as to who 
constitute the learned. 

There is a popular impression that in the sphere 
of theology and religion these latter are limited for 
the most part to the higher critics and their relatives, 
and the more rationalistic and iconoclastic the critic 
the more learned he is esteemed to be. But the fallacy 
of this is seen in that the qualities which make for a 
philologist, an expert in human languages, or which 
give one a wide acquaintance with literature of any 
kind, in other words the qualities of the higher critic, 
depend more on memory than judgment, and do not 
give the slightest guarantee that their possessors can 
draw a sound conclusion from what they know. 
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As the author of "Faith and Inspiration" puts it, 
the work of such a scholar is often like that of a 
quarryman to an architect. Its entire achievement, 
though immensely valuable in its place, is just a mass 
of raw and formless material until a mind gifted in a 
different direction, and possessing the necessary 
taste and balance shall reduce or put it into shape for 
use. The perplexities of astronomers touching 
Halley's comet is in point. They knew facts that 
common folks did not know, but when they came to 
generalize upon them, the man on the street knew 
that he should have looked in the west for the phe
nomenon when they bade him look in the east 

Much is said for example about an acquaintance 
with Hebrew and Greek, and no sensible man will 
underrate them for the theologian or the Bible 
scholar, but they are entirely unnecessary to an un
derstanding of the doctrine of inspiration or any 
other doctrine of Holy Writ. The intelligent reader 
of the Bible in the English tongue is abundantly able 
to decide upon these questions for himself. He can
not determine how the Holy Spirit operated on the 
minds of the sacred penmen because that is not re
vealed, but he can determine on the results secured 
because that is revealed. He can determine whether 
the inspiration covers all the books, and whether it 
includes not only the substance but also the form, 
not only the thoughts but also the words. 

We have spoken of scholars and of the learned; 
let us come to names. We suppose Dr. Sanday, of Ox
ford, is a scholar, and the Archbishop of Durham, 
and Dean Burgon, and Professor Orr, of Glasgow, 
and Principal Forsyth, of Hackney College, and Sir 
Robert Anderson, and Dr. Kuyper, of Holland, and 
President Patton, of Princeton, and Howard Osgood 
of the Old Testament Revision Committee and Mat
thew B. Riddle of the New, and G. Frederick Wright 
and Albert T. Clay the archaeologists, and Presidents 
Moorehead and Mullins, and C.I. Scofield, and 
Luther T. Townsend for twenty-five years professor 
in the Theological School of Boston University, and 
Arthur T. Pierson of the Missionary Review of the 
World, and a host of other living witnesses - Epis
copalians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Bap
tists, Lutherans, Methodists, Reformed Dutch. 

We had thought John Calvin a scholar, and the 
distinguished Bengel, and Canon Faussett, and 
Tregelles and Auberlen and Van Oosterzee, and 
Charles Hodge and Henry B. Smith, and so many more 
that it were foolishness to recall them. These men may 
not stand for every statement in these pages, they 
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might not care to be quoted as holding technically the 
verbal theory of inspiration for reasons already 
named, but they will affirm the heart of the contention 
and testify to their belief in an inspiration of the Sacred 
Oracles, which includes the words 

Once when the writer was challenged by the edi
tor of a secular daily to name a single living scholar 
who thus believed, he presented that of a chancellor 
of a great university, and was told that he was not the 
kind of scholar that was meant. The kind of scholar 
not infrequently meant by such opposers is the one 
who is seeking to destroy faith in the Bible as the 
Word of God, and to substitute in its place a Bible of 
his own making. 

The Outlook had an editorial recently, entitled 
"Whom Shall We Believer?" in which the writer reaf
firmed the platitudes that living is a vital much more 
than an intellectual process, and that truth of the 
deeper kind is distilled out of experience rather than 
logical processes. This is the reason, he said, why 
many things are hidden from the so-called wise that 
follow formal methods of exact observation, and are 
revealed to babes and sucklings who know nothing 
of these methods but are deep in the process of liv
ing. No spectator ever yet understood a great con
temporary human movement into which he did not 
enter. 

"The Bible as we now have it, in its various trans
lations and revisions, when freed from all errors and 
mistakes of translators, copyists and printers, is the 
very word of God. And it is consequently wholly 
without error." 
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Parental Rights 

The shot heard 'round the world.'" That's how 
Ralph Waldo Emerson described that mo
ment in 1776 when the Minute Men fired 

the opening salvos of the American Revolution on the 
village green in Lexington, Mass. 

It's also how parental-rights advocates describe 
what happened last week when a federal judge in 
Boston shot down a lawsuit by some parents who ob
jected to what Lexington schools were teaching their 
young children about homosexuality. 

Last Friday (Aug. 3, 2007), U.S. District Court 
Chief Judge Mark Wolf told David Parker and Rob 
and Robin Wirthlin that they had no legal right to 
challenge the schools - at all. 

"It's so absurd, you can hardly even discuss it," 
said Brian Camenker, executive director of the Bos
ton-based group MassResistance. "The judge said 
that the schools have a right and an obligation to 
teach about same-sex relationships, even in the el
ementary schools- and that parents' rights end at 
the schoolhouse door." 

The judge also indicated that if parents don't like 
what the schools teach, they are free to put their kids 
in a private school or to home school their kids. 

"That's pretty offensive," Camenker said. "You 
can imagine a federal judge, during the civil-rights era 
when blacks wanted to vote or be seated in restau
rants, saying, 'Your options are to either start your 
own restaurant or elect a city council that allows 
that."' 

Parker had objected to a book bag that his son 
brought home from kindergarten that included a book 
on "diversity" called "Who's in a Family?" It portrays 
same-sex couples as just a different type of family. 

The Wirthlins objected to a book their second 
grader was forced to read called "King & King," in 
which one prince kisses another prince. 

Both families wanted to be alerted when homo
sexually themed material was to be taught. 

In his 38-page decision, Wolf said parents "have 
a fundamental right to raise their children ... (But) 
the Constitution does not permit them to prescribe 
what those children will be taught." 

The judge said diversity is "a hallmark of our na
tion" which trumps everything else. 

"It is reasonable," he wrote, "for ... educators to 

find that teaching young children to understand and 
respect differences in sexual orientation will contrib
ute to an academic environment in which students 
who are gay, lesbian, or the children of same-sex par
ents will be comfortable and, therefore, better able 
to learn." 

Glen Lavy, senior counsel for the Alliance De
fense Fund, isn't surprised at the decision. Courts in
creasingly view parents as nuisances whom public 
schools can ignore. 

"I think what the Massachusetts judge said was 
consistent with what the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
said last year - basically, that 'the right of parents to 
direct the education of children stops at the school
house door,"' Lavy said. 

In the 9th Circuit case, the court told parents they 
couldn't challenge a California school district that 
had elementary students complete a questionnaire 
about their sexual thoughts and activity. 

"The questions assumed that the kids were all 
having sexual experiences," Lavy said. "The 9th Cir
cuit told the parents who sued the school - 'It's ba
sically none of your business. The school can do 
whatever it wants."' 

The overarching message is a dismal one for par
ents, Lavy added. 

"If you put your child in public education, you 
have no ability to determine what that child is going 
to be taught, regarding morals or anything else," he 
said. "We got to this point by having a legal system 
where judges do not feel constrained by law, do not 
feel constrained by history; do not feel that what the 
Founding Fathers intended to create in our legal sys
tem has any bearing on what they do today." 

Even if the parents in Lexington and California 
appeal, Lavy said, they're not likely to prevail. 

"I don't know that we have support even in the 
U.S. Supreme Court for overturning that kind of de
cision," he added. "We need people to be involved 
politically, to elect politicians who are going to pass 
good laws, and who will appoint judges who do not 
believe that they are mini-monarchs." F 
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Queer Topic for a Presidential Debate 
By J. Matt Barber 

Thursday night (Aug. 9, 2007), MTV's homo
sexual cable network, LOGO, and the homo
sexual "Human Rights Campaign" (HRC) 

hosted the first-ever presidential debate solely in
tended to promote the demonstrably high-risk homo
sexual and "transgender" (gender identity disorder) 
lifestyles. 

All major presidential candidates - both Repub
lican and Democrat- were invited to participate. 
Each of the Republican presidential candidates de
clined, while six of the major Democratic candidates 
accepted. Senators Christopher Dodd (D-Connecti
cut) and Joseph Biden (D-Delaware) indicated that 
they had scheduling conflicts. 

Organizers were clearly expecting the candidates 
to fall all over themselves trying to prove to the 
world who was most sympathetic to the left's twisted 
version of "tolerance" and "diversity." And for those 
anticipating a drastically lopsided "gay"-affirming 
lovefest, the debate didn't disappoint. No questions 
were presented from a traditionalist standpoint. 

All the candidates expressed their support for the 
homosexual lobby's fundamental legislative wish list. 
Each endorsed the repeal of Bill Clinton's "don't ask, 
don't tell" policy, which would allow open homo
sexuals in the military. Each supported granting ho
mosexuals and cross-dressers specially protected mi
nority status relative to employment (this would re
quire a religious business owner, despite a sincerely 
held religious belief that such behaviors are immoral, 
to hire an openly homosexual man who likes to wear 
lipstick, high heels and a skirt), and each backed some 
form of legal marital recognition ("civil unions") for 
homosexual relationships. Only Kucinich and Gravel 
would actually call it "gay marriage." 

All in all, the audience evidently got the answers 
they were hoping for (with the exception of a unani
mous endorsement for "same-sex marriage"). How
ever, the crowd gasped when Governor Richardson 
said that homosexuality is "a choice," rather than an 
inborn trait, momentarily sucking all the hot air 
from the room. 

The debate represented the culmination of de
cades of relentless propaganda, intended to justify 
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and promote the homosexual lifestyle, foisted on so
ciety by an assiduous homosexual lobby. But despite 
the striking effectiveness of that propaganda, mili
tant homosexual activists, "gay" -friendly politicians 
and the liberal media apparently still have their work 
cut out for them. 

In fact, those candidates who chose to participate 
in Thursday's debate and expressed support for the 
homosexual activist agenda may have done so to 
their own detriment. 

A new study has determined that backing the ho
mosexual lobby is more likely to hurt, rather than 
help, a presidential candidate's chances of calling 
1600 Pennsylvania home in 2008. 

Quinnipiac University recently conducted a poll 
of likely voters in the "big three" presidential swing 
states: Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida. That poll 
yielded some fascinating results. 

The survey determined that voters were less 
likely to vote for a candidate who supports the ho
mosexual agenda than one opposes it by a nearly 
three-to-one margin. And by an average of 53-to-33 
percent, voters agreed that "homosexual acts be
tween two individuals are immoral," as candidly ob
served earlier this year by General Peter Pace, outgo
ing Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Since 1960, victory in at least two of these three 
states has been necessary for any candidate to win 
the Electoral College. It will be interesting to see 
how those candidates who have chosen to endorse 
and enable the homosexual lifestyle will fare in the 
2008 election. 

But the fact that this debate even took place is a 
sad commentary on the moral state of our union. It's 
shameful that our nation's moral standards have 
nose-dived to the point that it's now considered 
good and "tolerant" to hold a debate organized en
tirely around the promotion of sexual immorality. 

What's next? Are presidential candidates going 
to be asked to participate in a debate on how to gar
ner widespread acceptance of adultery or incest? Are 
members of the growing polygamy lobby and the pe
dophile group NAMBLA going to tap candidates for 
a televised debate to promote their chosen lifestyles? 



Thousands of years of history, every major world 
religion, the unambiguous science of human biology 
and good old-fashioned common sense have estab
lished that homosexual behaviors are both immoral 
and destructive to the lives, health and spiritual well
being of those who choose to participate in those be
haviors. 

Something that didn't come up in the debate: 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recently revealed that 71 percent of all males 
living with deadly HIV/AIDS were infected with the 
disease through homosexual behaviors. That's up 11 
percent from 2001. 

Furthermore, the CDC has determined that ho
mosexuals- especially males- are by far at great
est risk for nearly all forms of sexually transmitted 
disease as well as other lifestyle related injuries. This, 
in spite of - if not due to - so-called "comprehen-

sive," condom-based "safe-sex" education. 
But we shouldn't really be that surprised. Scrip

ture tells us that indeed we "all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God." But God's Word also 
says, "Woe to those who call evil good, and good 
evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for dark
ness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" 
(lsa. 5:20, NKJV). 

And that's exactly what homosexual activism 
does. It calls that which is evil good - and that 
which is good evil. 

The good news is that although "the wages of sin 
is death," we all have access to a loving and forgiving 
Redeemer in Christ who selflessly offers freedom 
from the spiritual and physical death which is a natu
ral consequence of immoral self-indulgence. 

And on that, there's no debate (Concerned 
Women for America, Aug. 10, 2007). F 

F 

The Calculus of Sexual Experimentation 
By Janice Shaw Crouse 

r: Calculus, sex is a tough subject, 
one that you can't fool around 
with - one that requires discipline 

and self control. 

A former university academic dean, I know of 
hard-nosed Calculus professors who started off their 
introductory class by saying to the students, "Look at 
the person to the right of you and the one to left of 
you." Then they continued, "One of you is going to 
fail this class." Then to add hard evidence, the pro
fessors asked for a show of hands of those who were 
taking Calculus for the first time, next they would 
ask how many were taking it for the second time, 
and finally how many were taking it for the third 
time. By this point most of the students were begin
ning to get the message that Calculus is a really 
tough subject and the odds of flunking are high if 
you fool around and don't develop the discipline to 
study hard. Students got the message; it's a costly 
proposition to fail Calculus, a gateway subject, if 
your ambition lies in the more lucrative disciplines of 
the hard sciences. Chances are, if you can pass Cal
culus, you won't earn your living asking, "Would you 
like fries with that?" 

Sadly, the opponents of abstinence education 
don't want an equally tough approach to the realities 
of sexual activity. Their mantra is: "kids are going to 
experiment, so give them condoms." But given the 
unforgiving nature of a sexually transmitted disease 
such as genital herpes - once you get it, you've got 
it for life - not to mention some of the others like 
human papillomavirus (HPV) that increase the odds 
of cervical cancer, or the lengthy and unrelenting de
mands of taking care of an unplanned infant, I think 
it is only fair for the kids to know exactly what their 
odds are when they are given condoms and told "if 
you're going to do it, use protection." 

To answer this question factually, we need to look 
at the outcomes to see just how effective condoms 
are, not theoretically in a testing laboratory, but in 
actual usage by teenagers. What the data clearly show 
is that in real-world conditions, condoms work much 
of the time but they certainly don't work all of the 
time. Now there's a comforting thought for any 
young girl when she's contemplating the prospect of 
(a) putting her hopes and dreams of a college educa
tion on hold in order to care for a baby she wasn't 
ready for, or (b) the never-ending discomfort and 
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embarrassment of dealing with herpes, a disease 
she'll have to cope with for the rest of her life and 
one which she could pass on to anyone she is intimate 
with; she can even pass the disease to her own baby. 

The National Center for Health Statistics ana
lyzed the data from the 2002 National Survey of 
Family Growth and produced estimates of the prob
abilities of a first birth occurring by each birthday 
from ages 15 to 20 for women completing the survey 
who were 15 to 24 in 2002. Among women who 
used contraception at first intercourse, the probabil
ity of giving birth at each age is roughly half (half!) 
that of those that did not use contraception. What is 
not as often pointed to, however, is the fact that the 
odds of giving birth even to those women who did 
use contraception were still significant and rose to 
17 percent by age 20. 

Like Calculus, sex is a tough subject, one that 
you can't fool around with- one that requires disci
pline and self control. 

But there is another comparison that the 
"they' re-gonna-do-i t-anyway-so-gi ve-' em
condoms"advocates of condom-based sex education 
(in their battle against the abstinence approach) treat 
as irrelevant. While the probability of a sexually ac
tive female giving birth approximately doubles be
tween 18 and 20 years of age whether the young 
women uses contraception at first intercourse or not, 
if you're a teen who does not have intercourse, the 
probability of giving birth by age 20 is the same as it 
is by age 18; it's zero. No sex, no babies and no 
hopes and dreams smashed to pieces. Pretty simple. 

What the data are telling us is that out of every 
24 girls in sex-ed classes where they are handing out 
condoms, the odds are that about four of the sexu-
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ally active ones can forget about going to college 
even if all of them tell the guys they have to wear 
those condoms they got in sex-ed class. When a girl 
just says "no" to five to ten minutes of awkward 
fumbling around in the back seat of some guy's car, 
what's it going to cost her? Maybe five to ten min
utes of popularity with a guy who probably won't be 
around to help pick up the pieces of her future. 

It is sad to think about how, for the sake of a 
little attention and maybe even a little affection, a lot 
of girls say "o.k." and then have to contend with the 
very real possibility of ending up pregnant or in
fected even when he wears a condom. To my mind, 
clearly facing these hard realities of sex makes the 
choice about sexual activity very simple and very un
complicated. · 

There is a mountain of media out there promot
ing a phony philosophy about the joys of casual, 
risky sexual experimentation; one need look no fur
ther than the junk advice featured in magazines like 
Cosmopolitan to see just how pernicious it is. Even 
the "Dear Abby" column in many daily newspapers 
spreads the expectation of sexual activity for teens. 
This assault will not be neutralized until a brigade of 
those who know better find their voices to convince 
today's Sex-in-the-City generation of misguided 
young women that it is discipline - it is having an 
attitude that says, "I won't mess up my tomorrows 
by fooling around today" - that opens the gateway 
to achieving their dreams and ambitions, whether 
you're talking Calculus or sex. 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Forsalvation-1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev 2:1 0 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 



Finally, a Biblical Studies master's that really is 

You've made many different commitments in your ministry, but 
would still like the added dimension a master's degree can give. 
And, you'd like the legitimacy of a full-service university campus, 
but with the flexibility your busy life demands. 

Faulkner University has the answer. Our new Master of Arts in 
Bibl ical Studies provides you w ith the confidence and resources 
that only a traditional program can provide, but with an innova
tive scheduling system that allows you to continue in your cur
rent work. Earn your degree in O ld Testament, New Testament, 
Ministry, Missions or Youth and Family in our 36-hour curriculum. 

Features of the new degree program: 
• Special Scheduling to Accommodate Working Ministers 
• Scholarship Aid Available 
• Spacious, State-of-the-Art Facilities to Support Your Studies 
• Highly Qualified Faculty 
• Quality Academic Program with Strong Biblical Core 
• Thesis and Non-Thesis Tracks 

Contact the VP. Black College of Biblical Studies at Faulkner 
University today to learn more about how this fits your schedule. 

Faulkner Universi9' I 
-A C H RIS TI AN U N IVE RS I T Y -

800/879-9816, Ext. 7154 • 5345 Atlanta Highvvay, Montgomery, Alabama 36109 



Potpourri ... 
H ere we go again .. . the tenth month of an 

other yea r ... rime flies. Scanning many 
news sources, we g lean a ll kinds of in for

mation. Some of it is he lpful. Some of it is humor
o us. Some o f it is sad. Whether helpful, humorous, 
o r sad, the info rmation tel ls us something abo ut the 
human conditio n in our day. We are often di smayed 
by the quirks in human thinking, feeling, and con
du ct. It is appall ing to observe the depths of degrada
t io n to w hich crea tures made in th e image of God 
can descend ... wi th their eyes wide o pen. 

Once again we acknowledge the tremendous 
help of Ea rl Davis and Elvin DeShazo. Thei r contri
bution to rhis section of the magazine is la rge, and 
greatly ap preciated. 

Abstinence Works 
• Last spring, 20-year-o ld pre-med student Eli za

be th H arri s had o nl y Costa Rica o n her mind. She 
was hoping to wine and dine there w hile taking a 
few biology courses. 

Bur rhe Waukegan native and Uni versity of Illi 
nois ar C hicago junio r had to skip her tri p. 

Having gone off b irth control, Harris found she 
was pregnant. She said she quit when rhe cost of her 
prescriptio n a t the UIC cl inic more than doubl ed. 

"[The price] steered me away," said Harris. "I 
don't b lame them [UIC], but I might not be in the situ
atio n I am in now" (Chicago Sun -Times Aug. 14 
2007) . 

ACLJ 
• T he American Center fo r Law and Justice 

(ACLJ ) along with its Eu ropean affilia te the European 
Centre fo r Law and Justice (ECLJ) have asked a fed
era l district courr in Pennsylvan ia to protect the hu 
man rights o f a Coptic professing "Christian" from 
Egypt who is li kel y to face torture and possible death 
if he is returned to his nati ve country. The ACLJ 
and the ECLJ which has special consu ltative status 
with the United Nations today filed an amicus brief 
with the district court o n beha lf of Sameh Sami S. 
Khouzam. 

In its amicus brief, the ACLJ and ECLJ contend 
that Egypt's assurances that it won' t to rtu re Kho uzam 
are simpl y not cred ible. 

As a Coptic C hristian , Khouzam effective ly has 
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no rights in his nati ve Egy pt and qu ite frankl y be
cause o f hi s re ligious bel iefs is certain to be denied 
the most basic of human rights and protections. The 
U.S. government repeated ly has stated its opposition 
to torture a nd should do w hat's right keep 
Kho uzam our of the hands of a government that is 
like ly to do just that. 

Anglicans in Gay Row 
• As an Angli can row ove r gay clergy deepens, 

growing num bers of conservative American priests 
a re abandoning the liberal U.S. church and pledging 
allegiance to traditionalist Africa n b ishops instead. 

Africans, who ta ke a tough line o n homosexual
ity, a re keen to recruit the d issident priests as bishops 
under their own autho rity and to prov ide a new 
sp iritual home for their clusters o f wealthy U.S. con
gregations (Church Report, Aug. 14 , 2007) . 

Another Warning 
• The Baltimore Sun reports that t he newly 

named Catholic archbishop of Baltimo re, Edwin F. 
O'Brien, in 1978, " helped fou nd Courage, a group in 
New York that ministers to those with same-sex at
tractions and encou rages them ro lead celibate lives." 

The Sun's Stephen Kiehl a lso reports: "But Sam 
Sinnett, president of Dignity USA, a group for gay 
and lesbian Catholics, sa id: 
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'"T hey keep talking abo ut people changing the ir 
God-given sexual o rientatio n. That's just not a possi
bili ty. And any p rofessional kn ows tha t. To li ve in 
willful igno rance of that is a ter r ible thing, particu
larly for a mora l reacher.' 

"[We] sho uld th in k very ca refu ll y about M r. 
Sinne tt's memorable statement that being a sodomist 
is "a God-given sexual o ri entatio n (even though this 
orientati o n is repeated ly condemned in H oly Sc rip
ture) . 

"That shou ld rea lly o ve rj oy a ll members of the 
North American M an/Boy Love Associa tion, to hear 
from this Dignity president that their sexual o rienta
tio n -to have sex with small children - is there
fore an unavoidably 'God-given ' right, too ." 

Rights and Wrongs 

• A M assachusetts man handcuffed and hau led 
to ja il after he objected ro a pub lic schoo l reaching 
his kinde rgarten-age son abo ut ho mosexuality and 
refused to leave a meeting has go ne to t he 1'1 U.S. 
Circuit Court o f Appeals seeking justice. 

The man , his wife and ano ther famil y are battling 
what they descri be as a court order fo r segregation, 
after a judge rul ed if they didn' t li ke the school's ad
vocacy for ho mosexuality, they could take their chil
dren and leave. 

They a lso a re a rguing that U.S. District J udge 
Mark Wolf's statement t ha t "as it is d iffi cul t to 

change attitudes .. . after they have developed, it is 
reasonable for publi c schools to attempt to reach un 
derstanding and respect for gays and lesbians," actu
ally is unconsti tuti ona l. 

T he appeal is in the case bro ugh t by David and 
Tonia Parker and Joseph and Ro bin Wirthlin, w ho 
have chil d ren of school age in Lexingto n, Mass. 
They alleged di strict officials and staff at Estabrook 
Elementa ry School vio lated state law and civil rights 
by indoctrinating the ir children to approve ho mo
sexuali ty, which they, as C hristians, teach is immo ra l. 

Wolf, however, concl uded that C h ristians who 
atte nd public schools in Massachusetts need such 
teachings to be "engaged and productive c it izens" 
and dismissed th e fa milies' civil rights cla im. 

Wolf said it is reasonable, indeed t here is an obli
gat ion, fo r pu blic schools to teach young chil d ren to 
accept and endo rse ho mosexua li ty. The judge agreed 
that "the rights of relig io us freedom and parental 
control over the upbringing of child ren .. . woul d un
de rmine teaching and learning." 

"Wolf 's ru ling is every parent's nigh tmare. It 

goes to extraordinary lengths to legitimize and re in
force the 'rig ht' (and even t he d uty) of schools to 
normalize ho mosexual behavio r to even the young
est of child ren," said a sta tement fro m the p ro-family 
gro up (WorldNetDail y, Aug. 24. 2007) . 

Breaking News 
• A Po lk County judge o n Thursday struck down 

Iowa's law banning gay marriage . 
The ruling by Judge Robert H anson concluded 

tha t the state's prohibition o n same-sex marriage is 
unconstitut ional and he o rdered t he Po lk County re
corde r to issue marriage li censes to six gay couples. 

"Thi s is kind of the Ame rican Dream," sa id plain 
t iff Jen BarbouRoske, of Iowa C ity. " I'm still feel ing 
kind of shaky. It's pure elatio n, I just cannot believe 
i t. " 

Camill a Tay lor, an atto rney with Lambda Legal, 
a New York-based gay r ights o rgan ization, said the 
ruli ng requires "full equa lity for all Iowans including 
gay and lesbian Iowans and their fam il ies." 

"The Iowa Constitu tion has lived up to its prom
ises of equa lity for eve ryone," she said. 

Gay couples from anywhere in Iowa cou ld apply 
for a marriage license fro m Po lk County. T he p rocess 
takes three days, however. 
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Po lk County is expected to appeal the ruling tO 

the Iowa Supreme Court, which they did .. . and ... 
and, Thank God, they won (ASSOCIATED PRESS). 

Cannibals Apologize 
• A tribe in Papua, New Guin ea, has apo logized 

for ki lling and eating fou r 19'" century missio naries 
under the command of a doughty British clergyman. 

T he four Fijian missionaries we re on a prosely
tizing missio n on the .island of New Bri tain when 
they were massacred by Tolai tribesmen in 1878. 

They we re murde red o n the orde rs of a local 
warrio r chief, Taleli , and were then cooked and 
eaten. 

Church Prevails 
• (AP) - A judge has upheld a vote by a no rth

easte rn Indiana cong regati on to leave the United 
C hu rch of Ch rist over the denomination 's recogn i
tion of gay marriage. 

Special Judge David L. H anselman Sr. , dissolved 
a temporary restraining order that had prevented St. 
Peter's First United C hu rch o f Christ in Huntington 
from leaving the United C hurch of C hrist and denied 
the denomination's claim on the assets of the church. 

Clean or Common? 
• MIAMI- Jewish inmates w ho fo llow strict re

ligious diets at state prisons a re no longer provi ded 
meals in line w ith the ir beliefs. Muslims must now 
eat vegan food to satisfy their religious requirements. 
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The Correctio ns Department has ended the Jew
ish Dieta ry Accommodation Program, which pro
vided kosher meals to not only Jews, but to Musl ims 
as well, because the state prison system does not of
fer halal food. Cost - and fairness - were cited as 
factors. 

"We have 100 fa it hs represented by DOC in
mates, so it wou ld be impossible to satisfy everyone's 
preferences and unfair to do it for one group and not 
anothe r," agency spokeswoman Gretl Plessinger 
said. "We just have to look a t what our mission is 
and w hat's best for ou r overal l department and the 
overall population of inmates in our system instead 
of a smaller group." 

The department has suspended use of pork prod
ucts in an attempt to appease re ligious adherents and 
will continue to se rve vegetarian meals. It said many 
J ews and Mus lims could choose the vegan o p tion, 
which is free of any animal products, to adhe re to 
their fa iths. 

Collectivism 
• Remember th e mammoths, say t he clean-cut 

organisers at the youth camp's mass wedding. "They 
became extinct because they did not have enough 
sex. That must not ha ppen to Russia." 

Obediently, coup les move to a special section of 
dormitory tents arranged in a heart-shape and called 
the Love Oasis, where they can start p rocreating for 
the motherland. 

W ith its relentlessly upbeat tone, bizarre ideas 
and t ight contro l, it sounds li ke a weird indoctrina
t ion session for a phoney religio us cu lt. 

But this o rgani sat ion - known as "Nashi," 
meaning "Ours" - is yo uth movement run by 
Vladimir Putin 's Krem lin that has become a central 
part of Russian political life. 

Attempting to raise Russia's d ismally low birth
rate even by eccentric-seeming means might be un
derstandable. Certainly, the country's demographic 
outlook is dire. The hard-drink ing, ha rdsmoking and 
disease-ridden population is set to plunge by a mil
lion a year in the next decade (Daily Mail, London, 
Jul y 3 1, 2007). 

Creating Life 
• WASHINGTON: Around the worl d, a handful 

of scientists are trying to create life from scratch and 
they're getting closer. 

Experts expect an announcement with in three to 
10 years from someone in the now little-known field 
of "wet artificial life." 



"It's going to be a big deal and everybody's going 
to know about it," said Mark Bedau, chief operating 
officer of ProtoLife of Venice, Italy, one of those in 
the race. 

"We're talking about a technology that could 
change our world in pretty fundamental ways, in 
fact, in ways that are impossible to predict." 

That first cell of synthetic life - made from the 
basic chemicals in DNA - may not seem like much 
to non-scientists. For one thing, you'll have to look 
in a microscope to see it. 

"Creating protocells has the potential to shed 
new life on our place in the universe," Bedau said. 
"This will remove one of the few fundamental mys
teries about creation in the universe and our role." 

And several scientists believe man-made life 
forms will one day offer the potential for solving a 
variety of problems, from fighting diseases to locking 
up greenhouse gases to eating toxic waste. 

Bedau figures there are three major hurdles to 
creating synthetic life: A container, or membrane, for 
the cell to keep bad molecules out, allow good ones, 
and the ability to multiply; A genetic system that 
controls the functions of the cell, enabling it to re
produce and mutate in response to environmental 
changes; A metabolism that extracts raw materials 
from the environment as food and then changes it 
into energy. 

[This same trick was tried in the 1950s.and failed 
miserably. Up until now man cannot create life.] 

Creation Museum 
• Less than two months after opening, a north

ern Kentucky museum dedicated to promoting cre
ationism has drawn 100,000 visitors, causing some 
growing pains, museum officials said. 

ILCII 
• Washington, D.C.- At a recent meeting of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA), 
the decision was made that the ELCA would ignore 
the Bible's unequivocal condemnation of homo
sexual behavior as sinful and permit openly homo
sexual clergy to pastor ELCA churches. This has 
stirred up tension between the ELCA and other more 
Biblically sound factions within the Lutheran de
nomination. 

In a statement, Gerald B. Kieschnick, president 
of the Lutheran Church- Missouri Synod (LCMS), 
noted, "This goes contrary to the historic and univer
sal understanding of the Christian Church regarding 
what the Holy Scriptures teach about homosexual 

behavior as contrary to God's will and about the Bib
lical qualifications for holding the pastoral office." 

Matt Barber, Policy Director for Cultural Issues 
with Concerned Women for America (CWA), said, 
"The word apostasy is a strong one. It shouldn't be 
used lightly. Unfortunately, the ELCA's decision to 
endorse the sin of homosexuality, which Scripture 
clearly calls an 'abomination to God,' represents 
nothing short of apostasy. 

"We're witnessing a growing trend within certain 
liberal sects of Christendom wherein leftist church 
leaders are pushing new-age, Bible-ala-carte spiritu
alism. The mindset is, 'If God's Word doesn't com
port with my view on morality, then I'm right and 
God is wrong. He needs to get with the program. 
Murder pre-born children with abortion - Sure why 
not? Celebrate sexual deviancy? No problem.' 

"This is America, and people are generally free to 
say and do what they want," continued Barber, "But 
if a formal church collective such as the ELCA is go
ing to call itself Christian, the least it can do is honor 
the Bible, not rip out and trash the pages it doesn't 
like. There's nothing Christian about that." 

leeding the letus 
• Washington, DC (LifeNews.com) -One of the 

top pro-life members of Congress has reintroduced a 
bill in the House that tells women of the pain an un
born child feels during an abortion. The bill also re
quires abortion practitioners to offer mothers a 
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chance ro provide the baby pain contro l before birth 
in an effort to encou rage her to not have the abortion. 

Rep. Chris Smith, a New Jersey Republican who 
co-chairs the pro-li fe caucus in Congress is the key 
sponsor behind the modest bi ll. 

Funny? 
• A new comedy spoof o n the Ten Command

ments portrays Jesus Christ deflowering a sexy virgi n 
(WorldNetDaily, Jul y 29, 2007). 

Humo r is necessa ry to good menta l hea lth , we 
are told ... bu t salacious barbs thrown at rhe Son of 
man who is a lso the Son of God is not am using. We 
should wo rry about the people who seem to think 
that making fun of the crucified C hrist is comedy. 
Whi le representing Jesus as a shameless forn icator, 
these pitiable people a lso pour scorn o n all believers 
by portraying them as humorless, sour, stick-in-the
muds. A doub le shot. 

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten 
ri ches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art t he wretched one and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked : T counsel thee to bu y of 
me go ld refined by fire, t hat thou mayest become 
rich; and white gar ments, that thou mayest c lothe 
thyse lf, and (that) the shame of rhy naked ness be not 
made manifest; and eyesalve to ano int rh ine eyes, 
rhar thou mayesr see." 

Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 

WoMEN 
OF 

DELIVERANCE 

By Cindy Colley 

Modern problems uncovered in ancient Egypt. Study 
the mighty midwives- also protective Miriam -and 
gain insight from the challenges of Zipporah, Cozbi, 
and others. They used varying objects- a scarlet 
thread, a sharp stone, a deadly hammer- to achieve 
the purposes of God. But it was always God who put 
the power in the plan. God's preservation thread runs 
throughout this intriguing saga of deliverance and 
finally ties each episode to the cross. 

A thought-provoking Bible-study series designed to 
motivate Christian women to read the Scriptures for 
themselves 
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The re is a war agai nst Christianity and aga inst 
the Bib le. The aggressors a re all those seekjng license 
to change "the glory of the incorruptible God for the 
likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, 
and four-footed beasts, and creep ing th ings." 

" Bur as for you, 0 man of God, flee these things. 
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfast
ness, gentleness. Figh t the good fight of the faith . Take 
ho ld of the eternal life to which you we re called and 
about which you made the good confessio n in the 
presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the pres
ence of God, who gives life to all things, and of C hrist 
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made 
the good confession, to keep the commandment un
stained and free from reproach until the appearing of 
our Lo rd Jesus Christ, which he will display at the 
proper time - he who is the blessed and on ly Sover
eign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone 
has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, 
whom no one has eve r seen or can see. To him be 
honor and e ternal dominion. Amen" (1 Tim. 6:11-1 6). 

Gimmie, gimmie, gimmie 
• J in and Soo C hu ng, owners of Custom Clean

ers in Wash ington, DC, were sued by Roy Pearson, a 
lawyer an d sitting judge, fo r $67 million (later re
duced to $54 million) over a pair of a llegedly lost 
pants. These small business owners had to close one 
of their three stores as a result of their two-plus years 
of barrie. T hey won the case; Pearson is appeal ing. 

As for the now wo rld- famous case of the $54 
mi llio n pants lawsuit, after two-plus years of s leep
less nights, more than $100,000 in legal fees and lost 
revenues (and counting), and being fo rced to close a 
sto re, the national tria l lawyers association issued a 
public statement after the initia l judgment for the 
C hungs, with the headline "Verd ier Shows American 
C ivil Justice System Wo rks." 

Homosexuals Ahead 
• LOS ANGELES, August 15, 2007 - A leading 

homosexual activist o rganizatio n has released a re
port measuring the prevalence of favorable lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) material on 
major U.S. television networks. 

The Gay & Lesbian Al li ance Against Defamation 
(GLAAD) issued its fi rst GLAAD Network Responsi
bility Index to measure TV networks' "quantity, 
qua li ty, and diversity" of homosexual propaganda 
shown during primetime programming. 

According to the study, ABC leads the five major 
networks (ABC, CBS, The CW, FOX, and NBC) in 



primetime programming hours containing either ho
mosexual characters or the discussion of homosexual
ity. The report analyzes the incidence of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) "impressions" in 
4,693 hours of primetime from June 1, 2006- May 
31, 2007. Right behind ABC was CW- the merger of 
the now defunct WB and UPI networks - second at 
12 percent, followed by CBS (9 percent), NBC (7 per
cent) and Fox (6 percent.) (LifeSiteNews.com) 

Jesus 
• FOREST, VA. -A smudge of driveway sealant 

resembling the face of Jesus Christ has fetched more 
than $1,500 in an online auction. 

The family that found the image on its garage 
floor sold it for $1,525.69 on eBay Wednesday, more 
than a week after the slab of concrete was put on 
sale. 

The family hired a contractor to remove the sec
tion of concrete. The chunk will be turned over to 
the winner, identified only as "islandoffthecoast." 

An active Lutheran, Serio considers the smudge 
just an odd occurrence - not a sign or miracle. 

(We wonder how anyone knows what jesus 
looked like . . . or Mary . . . or Moses . . . or Abraham. 
People are funnier than anybody.) 

Koran 

• DUTCH anti-immigration politician Geert 
Wilders has called for the Koran to be banned in the 
Netherlands, branding it a "fascist book" in the vein 
of Adolf Hitler's Mein Kampf which legitimises vio
lence. 

Writing in Dutch daily De Volkskrant today 
Wilders said: "Ban this wretched book just like Mein 
Kampf is banned. Send a signal ... to Islamists that 
the Koran can never, ever be used in our country as 
an excuse or inspiration for violence." 

Boswell-Hardentan 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music in the Worship 

conducted in the Ryman Auditorium Nashville, Tennessee 
May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6. 25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

Mone~ mone~ money 
• Felicia Teske of Boothwyn says she was prepar

ing fried eggplant for dinner Sunday evening and no
ticed that the seeds in one slice seemed to spell out 
the word "GOD". 

Felicia says she bought the eggplant at a roadside 
produce stand a while back, and also says the discov
ery has really given her food for thought. Felicia told 
Action News that she recently had family members 
pass away and it is comforting that "GOD" appeared. 

Felicia Teske and her husband put aside that slice 
of eggplant. But the rest of it they had for dinner, 
which they say was simply divine. 

The Teskes are now considering selling the egg
plant on ebay. 

[We saw a picture of the slice of eggplant and it 
looked like ... well, eggplant seeds.] 

Prolific Pedophile Jailed 
• A grandfather who kept a video record of a 

campaign of sex attacks on girls aged as young as 
three has been jailed for life. 

Anthony Barron, 54, was found guilty of the 
rape and attempted rape of a 12-year-old girl having 
already pleaded guilty to 87 offences against 11 chil
dren in a catalogue of abuse spanning nine years. 

The 89 crimes included 27 indecent assaults, 11 
sexual assaults, and five charges of causing or incit
ing a child under 13 to engage in sexual activity. 

Know Your Bible 
by Frank J. Dunn 

Contains an analysis of every book in the Bible 

• Bird's eye view of every book of the Bible 
• Background information included 
• Key words and key verses given 
• An explanation of Bible truth presented 

in an understandable way 
• Inspirational encouragement 

to live by Bible principles 
• Excellent for private Bible study 

or for teen/adult Bible classes 
• Clothbound • Dark blue • Gold lettering 

• 650 pages 
• Excellent for libraries and treasured gifts 

$28.95 
$5.00 s/h •Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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The charges included two counts of indecency 
with a child, three attempted rapes and one of seri
ous sexual assault. He is also guilty over 3 7 counts of 
making indecent photographs of children and one 
count of possessing an indecent photograph. 

Religious Beliefs 
• The Ocean Grove Camp Meeting Association 

of the United Methodist Church filed a federal law
suit Saturday against New Jersey officials. The New 
Jersey Division on Civil Rights has threatened to 
prosecute the Camp Meeting Association for adher
ing to its deeply held religious beliefs. State officials 
launched an investigation after the Christian organi
zation refused to allow a same-sex civil union cer
emony at one of its worship facilities. 

"Religious groups have the right to make their 
own decisions without government interference. The 
government can't force a private Christian organiza
tion to use its property in a way that would violate its 
own religious beliefs," said Brian Raum, senior legal 
counsel for the Alliance Defense Fund, which is repre
senting the Camp Meeting Association. "This action 
by the state of New Jersey is a gross violation of the 
First Amendment." 

"This is the kind of state interference Thomas 
Jefferson warned against when he referred to the 
'separation of church and state' in his letter to the 
Danbury Baptists," Raum noted (Church Register, 
Aug. 14, 2007). 

Robbery Victim 
• Police say Bobby Lipscom, a man in his 50s, 

was walking home around one o'clock in the morn
ing Saturday after visiting a friend at ECMC. When 
Lipscom reached a vacant lot near Moselle and 
Genesee police say he was confronted by two men 
wearing hoodies. They started scuffling with 
Lipscom. 

"That's when the victim produced a small knife, 
box cutter-type knife," says Michael DeGeorge, Buf
falo Police spokesperson, "He ended up cutting both 
of the suspects." 

Lipscom was able to fend off the two attackers 
who police say are men half his age. Then Lipscom 
called 9-1-1. Police arrived and arrested 22-year-old 
Corvair Harge and 21-year-old Jason Tyus. The two 
men face charges for second degree robbery, but first 
they're healing from their stab wounds. Both were at 
ECMC Saturday night, one in critical condition and 
the other in stable condition. Lipscom did not need 
any medical treatment. Police says his attackers likely 
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did not think he had a weapon. "Probably to a cer
tain extent he probably did surprise his attackers by 
having the box cutter knife," says DeGeorge. 

Police say they have no plans to charge Lipscom 
for stabbing the two suspects (YouNews, July 29, 
2007). 

Sans Bibles 
• Despite a series of initiatives aimed at generat

ing foreign tourism, the Saudi Arabian government 
continues to bar Jews and Christians from bringing 
items such as Bibles, and is threatening to confiscate 
them on sight, The Jerusalem Post has learned. 

''A number of items are not allowed to be 
brought into the kingdom due to religious reasons 
and local regulations," declares the Web site of Saudi 
Arabian Airlines, the country's national carrier. 

After informing would-be visitors that items such 
as narcotics, firearms and pornography may not be 
transported into the country, the Web site adds: 
"Items and articles belonging to religions other than 
Islam are also prohibited. These may include Bibles, 
crucifixes, statues, carvings, items with religious 
symbols such as the Star of David, and others" (The 
Jerusalem Post, Aug. 10, 2007). 

School 
• Officials at a public elementary school in San 

Diego are dropping special times for Islamic prayers 
and classes segregated by sex, changes they had made 
when students from a failing Arabic-language charter 
school joined them a year ago. 

An investigation was launched into what was 
done at San Diego's Carver Elementary after a sub-

West Virginia 
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srirure reacher, Mary- Frances Stevens, fil led in there. 
She reported a reacher 's aide was leading children in 
an Jslamic prayer and that she was given a lesson 
plan allowing an hour o f class time for Islamic 
prayers. 

Carver Principal Kimberl ee Kidd sa id Carve r 
teachers and sta ff "must no r encourage student 
praye r or make any statement that could be con
strued ro be endorsement, encouragement, o r pro
motion of praye r. " Nor, he sa id, shou ld reachers 
"discourage" voluntary praye r. 

Scripture Yanked From Grand Canyon 
• July 14, 2003: National Park Serv ice officials, 

under pressure from the ACLU, decided three 40-
yea r-old plaq ues contain ing quotes from the Bible 
were a threat ro rhe Grand Canyon - mill ions of 
yea rs o ld, accord ing ro some - and ordered them 
removed from their South Rim locations. 

"The Department of Interior determined rhar rhe 
plaques were nor ap propriate fo r federal public fa
ciliti es. T he First Amendment prohibits rhe govern 
ment from supporti ng a parti cu lar religion," 
Maureen Olt rogge, spokeswoman fo r the Grand 
Canyon National Park, said. "It's a di fficult issue, bur 
it is supported by numerous court decisions." 

No word on whether the ACLU planned ro de
mand name changes for such famed Grand Canyon 
fea tures as Brahma Temple, Isis Temple, Zoroaste r 
Temple, Vishnu Temple, Holy Grail Temple or Mor
mon Flat. 

Shall be hated of all men ••. 

• FT. LAUDERDALE, Aug. 23, 2007/Chr istian 
Newswire/- Rev. Gary Cass, Cha irman and CEO of 
the Christian Anti-Defamation Commission, will be 
available ro the media to respond ro ton ight's airing 
of CNN's program "God 's Warriors," hosted by 
Chri stina Amanpour. Tonight's program wil l look ar 
Christianity. 

"It wi ll be interesting to see if Amanpour 's atti
tude can transcend that of CNN's fo under Ted 
Turner," said Cass. "CNN is generall y perce ived ro 
be biased aga inst Christ ians." 

Ted Turner: Christians are "bozos" and "Chris
tian ity is fo r losers" and rhe Ten Commandments 
"out of dare," especiall y the one aga inst adu ltery. 

Bill Press: Host of CNN's Crossfire speaking o f 
conservative evangelicals; "Their religion is so nar
row, and its so mean, and irs so ugly, and so into ler
ant, and irs so un-Christian. " FF 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Lot's Wife 

Question: Why did Lot's wife look back after 
God told her not to? 

Answer: Ultimately, all disobedience results from 
.t\.a lack of knowledge or a lack of faith. 

The account concerning Lot's wife is in Genesis 
19. When God determined to destroy Sodom and 
the other cities of the plain, he commanded Lot his 
wife and his two unmarried daughters, "Escap: for 
your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the 
valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away" 
(Gen. 19: 17). 

Lot pleaded to be allowed to flee instead to Zoar 
' one of the smaller cities of the plain, and his request 

was granted. When Lot and his family entered into 
Zoar at sunrise, "the Lord rained on Sodom and Go
morrah sulphur and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven" and destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Then the text adds, "But Lot's wife, behind him, 
looked back, and she became a pillar of salt (Gen. 
19:26). 

The other reference to Lot's wife in the Bible is in 
the New Testament: "Remember Lot's wife" (Luke 
17:32). 

The context in Luke 17 is of coming judgment. 

The Lord's Supper, 
Prayers, Thanksgivings 
with an added appendix 

by C. R. Nichol 

A stirring and challenging revelation of the author's 
interpretations, explanations and helps, together 
with a compilation of data from other faithful 
servants of God. A study of these subjects will open 
hearts and lead to eternity. BKCM02 
146 pgs. paperback 

$9.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Jesus refers to the "days of Lot," when "they were 
eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and 
building," right up to the time judgment unexpect
edly came upon them . 

There follows a warning not to be concerned at 
the time of judgment about what one owns: "On that 
day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his 
goods in the house, not come down to take them 
away, and likewise let the one who is in the field not 
turn back. Remember Lot's wife (Luke 17:31-32). 

(Similar words, but not identical, appear in a dif
ferent context in Matthew 24. There Jesus speaks of 
the coming destruction of Jerusalem, and he does 
not mention Lot. In Luke 17, Jesus seems to be refer
ring to the end of the world and his second coming. 
Whichever he is talking about, it is a judgment of 
God, which comes suddenly.) 

These two references, Genesis 19 and Luke 17 
' are the only places in scripture that refer to this inci-

dent concerning Lot's wife. 
The Genesis account contains no specific state

ment of why she looked back. Certainly, the fact that 
she had two married daughters and two sons-in-law 
there, as well as all her possessions, suggests a moti
vation .. All of them, Lot, his wife and daughters, had 
to be VIrtually pulled out of town and sent on their 
way (Gen. 19: 16). The reference to Lot's wife in 
Luke, warning us not to follow her example, adds 
further evidence to the suggestion that she was 
thinking of her children and things. 

The bottom line, though, is that she did not take 
seriously the Lord's warning. He said clearly, "Do 
not look behind you." She "looked back behind " 
and she was destroyed. ' 

Remember Lot's wife. 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
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Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (1/z mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
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-Alabama-
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-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
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Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
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Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 
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our readers receive "the word with all 
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The Bedford Church o f C hrist , in the Dallas/ Forr 
Worth area is in need of a sound,middle-agc, fa mily 
man to be our full-rime mini'fer. Conracr Gerald 
Ball ar (817) 545-3597. Send resume with refer
ences and photo ro: Gerald Ball at rhc Bedford 
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opening for a spiriruall)' mature roung man/ family 
ro work wirh a well establ ished yourh/ parenr 
group. We arc a congregation of 200+ fa milies. 
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St reet, Amarillo, TX 79 106, (!!06)355-235 1. 
bncoc(Q}nmnonl i 11e.com , www. bella vc11 tte. org. 
Conrncr: Danny Haney, dauny!JaneyQ••att.uet (806) 
352-02 10, 

Preacher Sought: A full time minister is needed for 
the Shiprock church of Ch rist. Located in rhe 
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Bible 

The 101 Bible stories begin with the cre
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and NT ending with the story, "A Boy Named 
Timothy: Colorful , simple illustrations com
bined with a simple retelling or the stories. 
Excellent for Bible classes beginning with 
age 2 1564 76317X · Hardback · 431 pages 

$1 7.99 s&h $5.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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THE MINOR PROPHETS 
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each book follows. The verse-by-verse com
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crT he finn foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 2007 
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(This is the first in a series of three installments of an essay written by Alexander Campbell and first pub
lished in 186 1. Life and death are urgent items and should be deliberately considered. Campbell's treatment of 
this paramount subject is edifying and all adva11ced stude11ts of the sacred scriptures will delight to savor the 
richness of his teaching - Editor.) 

Life and Death 
By Alexander Campbell 

y theory of a future state founded upon hu
man wisdom and science, however elevated 
rhe rank and standing of irs author and its ad

herents, wanting the sanction of Di vine authori ty 
and scriptural demonstration, can afford neither 
confidence nor comfort to any reflecting mind. If, in
deed, it be a truth worth y of the assertion of an 
apostle, that the wo rl d by wisdom knew not God," 
equa lly true and worthy of the same authority is the 
declaration that j esus Chri st "hath abolis hed death 
and brought life and immortality to light by the gos
pel." Phi losophy, in her wisdom and modesty, has at 
length confessed that the soul of man, as ro irs origin , 
nature and destiny, is who ll y beyond the precincts of 
her jurisdiction ; and therefore she utterly refuses ro 
dogmatize or reason on the subject. We are, there
fore, thrown upon the Bible and fa ith fo r all that we 
can know or learn of this most mysterious and ab
sorbing subject. Till we have "shuffled off this morra l 
coil," and have learned the first lessons of that "great 
teacher, DEATH," we must be content with what the 
Bible reaches on the spiritual nature of man, and on 
the future destiny of the righteous and the wicked. 

But that volume must be subjected ro rhe same 
laws of interpretation by which we ascerta in the 

meaning of the words of other works address ing us 
from ancient times and in languages long since dead. 
Regard less of that rule, we are, ro al l in tents and pur
poses, without a revelation in human language, and, 
sri II worse, we never can have one. It is absolutely es
sential to the very idea of a Divine communication in 
the form of a revelation, that its words and sentences 
be undersrood acco rd ing ro thei r usual sense at the 
t ime when that communication was made, and 
amongst the people ro whom it was addressed and ro 
whose ca re ir was comm itted . Since the apparel of 
thought changes as the ap pare l of our persons, and 
words in rhe lapse of time va ry from their original 
and primitive meaning, a very strict regard must al
ways be had to thei r received acceptation and sense 
in the :1ge and country in which they were employed 
as the vehicle of a Divine revelation. 

Through ignorance of rhe e facts or a dis regard 
of rhem, it has come to pass that we now have very 
dissimilar and contradictory rheorie of the fu ture 
stare amongst those who profess to believe in and 
reach from the Bible. Take, for example, the future 
stare of the disobedient and unjust, and how dissimi
lar are the representations of ir given by the Uni ver
sali st, the Resrora rionisr, the Desrructionist, rhe 

(contin11ed orr page 9) 
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Editorial 

A Covenant 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

T he first twenty-seven verses of the tenth chapte r of 
Nehemiah give a li st o f more than eighty names. They 
are the leading men of the nation who signed a covenant 

to be obedient to the law of Jehovah. 
The signing ceremony took place in ful l view of the assembly. 

It must have been solemn and impressive as each leader took writ
ing instrument in hand and put his name to the document. The 
purpose was to let the people see their guides signing the covenant 
and thereby encourage the masses to fidelity to the law of God. 

Nehemiah was the first to sign. He was governor. It is the busi
ness of rulers to get in front and lead. Nehemiah is an outstanding 
example of good leadership. 

The New Testament tells elders to be examples to the flock (1 
Pet. 5 :3). Elders are men o f great authori ty in the church . They 
govern the church (Heb. 13 :7). They are commanded to "tend the 
flock" and exercise "oversight" (1 Pet. 5 :2) . To tend rhe flock is to 

feed rhe sheep (Acts 20 :28) . The shepherds of rhe one flock of 
God recogni ze the value of each lamb and ta ke good care of it. 

To ta ke the oversight is to obse rve intentl y as one who is in a 
place of authority. The word translated "oversight" in 1 Peter 5 :2 
is translated " looking carefull y" in Hebrews 12:15. The idea in 
rhe word is watchfulness and control. In the book of Hebrews the 
writer is saying, Pay guarded attention to your li fe and dom inate 
your actions to avoid los ing the priceless gift of salvation. Be alert! 
Take charge of your life and avo id coming short of the grace of 
God. You can fa ll from grace. You can fa il to rece ive the prize. 

The same idea app lies to elders. They are to watch closely and 
use their authori ty to feed and protect the one flock of God. T hat 
flock has one chief shepherd, and many under-shepherds. The 
shepherds in the field act in the name of the chief shepherd and 
have hi s approval, appointment, and authority. 

Elders are to be knowledgeable of the word of God. They have 
no right to make an y changes in the law of the Spirit of li fe in 
Christ. In areas of opinion and judgment, in matters of programs 
and po licy, in things nor set by divine revelation and nor specified 
in the sacred pattern, elders make the decisions. 

Still , overseers of God's flock must not " lord it over the charge 
allotted to them" (1 Pet. 5 :3). This caution does not make vo id 
their obligation to watch and control, but it does add the need to 

be a good example. Pete r says, in effect, Do not requ ire of others 
what you are unwilling to do. 



One complaint made against the Pharisees was "Yea, they bind 
heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their fin
ger" (Matt. 23 :4 ). When elders adopt a program of work for the 
local congregation, they must be personally involved in the pro
gram. They have the authority to determine the program. They 
have the duty to be active in it. 

The members of the local church have the obligation to follow 
the lead of the elders in every righteous undertaking. They obey 
ungrudging. Do not gripe and complain against elders. If elders 
teach or do something that is contrary to God's word, go to them 
with your respectful questions and comments. 

"Against an elder receive not an accusation, except at the 
mouth of two or three witnesses. Them that sin reprove in the 
sight of all, that the rest also may be in fear" (1 Tim. 5: 19-20). Do 
not make the elder's work harder than it needs to be. 

Nehemiah is a good example of effective leadership. He exer
cised his power as governor and ruled the people. He also was first 
in doing what he required of others. Nehemiah was the first to 
sign the covenant. 

Twenty-two priests signed the covenant after Nehemiah. It is 
surprising that Ezra is not mentioned. He was a priest and had 
played a leading role in teaching the people the law they were now 
asked to subscribe (Neh. 8:2). Ezra was a scribe (Neh. 8:4). As a 
literate and learned man it is likely that Ezra wrote this agreement 
and his authorship constituted an endorsement. He now stands by 
and watches as the other leaders underwrite his production and 
commit themselves to the understanding to which they all agreed. 

Seventeen Levities put their names to this contract. The Levi
ties were the workers in the sacred services of God. The priests of
ficiated in the worship service, and the Levities assisted. They, too, 
were regarded as priests and were held in high honor by those 
who feared God. 

The chief of the people were the next to sign. They were forty
four in number. These men were the princes of the nation. They 
were the heads of the various families, or tribes. 

The names of these men are given to preserve a record of their 
noble deed and to honor them. They were dedicated to a restora
tion. The religious flavor of this commitment to revival is pro
nounced. The governor signs first, then the religious leaders, and 
then the tribal chiefs. 

Religion is in the forefront because it is vital to the success of 
any enterprise. Righteousness delivers from death (Prov. 10:2). 
Righteousness brings a blessing (Prov. 10:4). The righteous is an 
everlasting foundation (Prov. 10:25). The righteous shall never be 
moved (Prov. 10:30). The desire of the righteous brings only good 
(Prov. 11 :23 ). The righteous shall flourish as the green leaf (Prov. 
11 :28). The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life (Prov. 11:3 0). 
The righteous are as bold as a lion (Prov. 28: 1). "Righteousness 
exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any people" (Prov. 
14:34). 
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A people concerned to keep the h ighest possible 
e thica l standard w ill be happy and strong. T he law
less wh o let s in run rampant are w retched and miser
able. Looking back over human history shows vividly 
that when a nation is clean and pure it prospers. 
W hen a nation disregards the moral law by w hich 
God governs and sin ks into th e slime of iniquity, its 
destructio n is sure. 

The atte mpt to resto re d ivine principles is always 
right and good. God has g iven us a pattern for con
d uct in hi s word. We do well to know his law and 
keep it. The noble c ry to go back to the law of the 
Lo rd is the salvatio n of sinners and the securi ty of 
natiOnS. 

Fol lowing the example of their ru ler, th eir reli 
gious leade rs, and their ch iefs the w hole nation 
makes a verba l pledge to honor God by keeping his 
law. Everyone was involved. T he w ho le assembly 
rook an oath to obey the Law of Moses- governor, 
priests, Levities, leaders of clans a nd subcla ns, the 
guard of the Temple gates, th e singers, the Neth inim 
(temple slaves), the w ives, sons, daughters, every one 
that had knowledge, and understand ing rook part in 
the enterprise (Neb . 10:28). 

T hey clave to th eir bre th ren, their nobles, and 
entered in to a curse, and into an oath, to walk in 
God's law, w hich was g iven by Moses the servant of 
God, and to observe and do a ll the commandments 
of J ehovah our Lord, and his ordina nces and his stat
utes (Neh . 10:29). 

The Jews had suffe red as slaves in a foreign land 
for many years. All who loved truth and right were 
given opportunity ro return to the land of the ir fa
t he rs, to the God of thei r fat hers, and ro the cov
e na nt of Sinai. The lesson of the captivity was im
pressed on them. They dete rmined to "do al l the 
commandm ents of J ehovah our Lord, a nd hi s o rdi
nances and statutes." H ardship and pain had taught 
them what ease and prospe rity did not teach. Too 
bad that often the gracious g ifts of God are desp ised 
and misused 

Nothing t he Lord req uired was to be omitted . 
His law was hol y and they determined to keep it ab
so lutely. There is no highe r resolve. We have a new 
a nd bette r covenant. Our law is more g lo ri ous than 
the Mosa ic code. 

Pa ul says the surpassing glo ry of the new cov
enant so o utshines the old law that the Mosaic cov
enant pa les in comparison (2 Cor. 3 :9-10). The 
greater gra nd eur of the new covenant is in its offer to 
completely forgive sins. 
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For fi ndi ng fault with them, he saith, Be
hold, rhe days come, saith the Lord, That l 
will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah; Not ac
cording to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers 1 n the day that I rook them by 
the hand to lead them forth ou r of the land 
of Egypt; For they continued nor in my cov
enant, and I regarded them not, saith the 
Lord. For this is the covenant that I wi ll 
make with the house of Israel after those 
days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws inro 
their mind, And on the ir hea rt also wil l I 
write them: And I will be to them a God, 
And they shall be to me a people: And they 
shall not teach every man his fellow-citizen, 
And every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord: For all shall know me, From the 
least ro the greatest of them. For I will be 
mercifu l to their iniquities, And thei r sins 
will I remember no more. 1 n that he saith, A 
new covenant he hath made th e first old. But 
that which is becoming old and waxeth aged 
is nigh unto vanishing away (Heb. 8:8-13). 
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The old law was hallowed. It could not be tam
pered with, changed, ignored, or violated without 
serious and painful consequences. "Every transgres
sion and disobedience" of that law "received a just 
recompense of reward." If that is true, if the old law 
given from the smoking summit of Sinai, a less glori
ous law, a law that could not make the people perfect 
was holy and every infringement and failure to obey 
its precepts was punished, "How shall we escape, if 
we neglect so great a salvation? which having at the 
first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard" (Heb. 2:3). 

We must determine to keep the commandments, 
laws, rules, and statutes of Jesus and the Spirit abso
lutely. It is reckless folly to obey some of God's 
words and ignore other words of God. If we disobey 
in one thing, we have shown a spirit of rebellion, and 
in our hearts have violated the whole law. "For who
soever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in 
one point, he is become guilty of all" Uames 2:10). 

We do not have the indulgence and license to dis
regard any part of divine revelation. Of the Old Law 
Jesus once said that the tiniest part of it- jot and 
title - would not pass away until it was all accom
plished (Matt. 5: 18). Jesus warned the people not to 
"break one of these least commandments." 

If the Old Law was to be respected with such 
strict obedience, what shall we say of the New Law. 
Some are offended by the idea of careful, studied, 
exacting obedience. If license is to be given to scorn 
any part of God-breathed instruction, then what part 
will it be? Who is wise enough to say this word of 
God must be faithfully kept, but this other word of 
God may be safely overlooked. 

The people "clave" to one another, because they 
followed the example of their leaders. They stuck to
gether. The opportunity to return to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the altar, the temple, the wall and the city 
was extended to all dispersed Jews. Many refused to 
come home. They remained on foreign soil. Those 
who did return were dedicated. Their commitment 
to the Law of the Lord was total and they were 
therefore committed to each other. "If we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another" (1 John 1:7). 

Some are not willing to walk in "the old paths" 
and seek the good way. They must be identified and 
excluded. Those who remain faithful to the book 
and loyal to Jesus will keep his word with a strict ad
herence and in consequence will be united. Nothing 
will be able to separate them or crack them apart. 

"For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use 
not your freedom for an occasion to the flesh, but 
through love be servants one to another. For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. But if ye bite and 
devour one another, take heed that ye be not con
sumed one of another" (Gal. 5:13-15). "Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ" 
(Gal. 6:2). "Only let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ: that ... I may hear of your 
state, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul 
striving for the faith of the gospel" (Phil. 1 :27). 

The returning Jews under the leadership of 
Nehemiah and with the words of Ezra ringing in 
their ears made solemn promise to keep all of God's 
commands. They stipulate several areas of special 
concern because they were flagrantly violated. 

"And that we would not give our daughters unto 
the peoples of the land, nor take their daughters for 
our sons" (Neh. 10:30). 

The home is the building block of the nation. 
When the family is held inviolate the state is strong. 
God has given to us clear instructions concerning the 
family. "Let marriage be had in honor among all, and 
let the bed be undefiled: for fornicators and adulter
ers God will judge" (Heb. 13:4). 

It was the intent of God from the beginning of 
the human race that marriage be indissoluble. Jesus 
declared that from the first the rule for marriage was 
one man and one woman for life. God made only 
one man and created only one woman. If Eve had 
not been pleased with Adam, she had no alternative. 
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Jesus says this demonstrates the undeniable and obvi
ous plan for the home to be permanent, constant, 
durable, lasting and continuous. What God has 
joined together, let not man put asunder (Matt. 
19:6). Moses allowed the hard-hearted people to put 
their wives away, but his permission was contrary to 
the divine purpose (Matt. 19:8). From the beginning 
it was not so. 

There are exceptions - two and only two -
death and fornication and an abused woman may 
leave her husband (Rom. 7:2; Matt. 19:9; 1 Cor. 
7:10-11). In the case of death, the survivor may re
marry without sin. In the case of fornication, the in
nocent person may remarry without sin. In the case 
of a mistreated wife leaving her husband, she must 
either remain unmarried or be reconciled to her hus
band (1 Cor. 7:10-11). Notice: a wife leaving an abu
sive husband for her sanity and the protection of her 
children does not give her freedom to marry some 
other man. Her options are (1) remain unmarried, or 
(2) be reconciled to her husband. That's it! God's 
law is not difficult and all who want to do the will of 
God can easily understand it. 

Those who do not will to do his will and seek to 
set the marriage law of God aside will find an excuse 
for doing so. They are perverse and will wrest the 
scriptures to their destruction. Men will put their 
hands through the fires of hell to take forbidden 
fruit. 

The Jews of Ezra and Nehemiah's day decided to 
keep all the commandments of the Lord, but specifi
cally, in this charter, some particular items. The next 
thing is a day of worship. 

And if the peoples of the land bring wares 
or any grain on the sabbath day to sell, that 
we would not buy of them on the sabbath, 
or on a holy day; and that we would forego 
the seventh year, and the exaction of every 
debt (Neh. 10:31). 

It is critical to the spiritual tone of any people 
that they have stated times to leave secular business 
and meditate on the sacred. The Jews were com
manded to keep a sabbath. The technical meaning of 
the word sabbath is rest. On the seventh day God 
rested - observed a sabbath - from his work of cre
ation (Gen. 2:2). Jehovah later commanded the Jews 
to honor the seventh day as a day of rest. 

But the seventh day is a sabbath unto Jehovah 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy 
maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is 
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within thy gates: for in six days Jehovah made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore jehovah blessed 
the sabbath day, and hallowed it (Exod. 20: 10-11). 

God wanted the people to have a day each week 
to rest and meditate. A time to refrain from ordinary 
occupations and think about remarkable things. This 
is necessary for spiritual prosperity. 

Christians do not have a sabbath day on earth. 
There is a sabbath day of rest that remains for the 
people of God, but it is in the heavenly Canaan 
(Heb. 4:9-11). Still, Christians do have a day for 
worship. It is a special day. It is the first day of the 
week (1 Cor. 16:1; Rev. 1:10; Acts 20:7; Heb. 
10:25). 

It is necessary to our spiritual development for us 
to have a holy time when we praise him from whom 
all blessings flow. If we fail in this, we may find our
selves so bogged down in the mundane and the 
trivial that we have no time for the eternal. We must 
spend some time each week "listening to the ticking 
of eternity." 

It is not a frivolous time. Not a time for raucous 
behavior and hubbub, for standing on your head and 
kicking your feet in the air, for pandemonium and 
confusion, but it is a solemn time. A moment of 
deepest contemplation. Not a time of outward show, 
but a time for the weeping and bleeding of the soul, a 
time to "praise him from whom all blessings flow." 
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Not a time to put emotion on parade, but a time for 
renewal and pondering the great mystery of life. 

''Also we made ordinances for us, to charge our
selves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the 
service of the house of our God" (Neb. 1 0:32). 

The half-shekel of the sanctuary was payable 
only on the rare, and forbidden, occasion of a census 
of all the people (Exod. 30:13-16). These revived 
people determined to go even beyond that and give 
each year the third part of a shekel. This was more 
than the law demanded. 

An important lesson may very well be that God 
expects us to go the second mile. "For I say unto 
you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in 
no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 
5:20). 

The duty of generous and cheerful giving to the 
advancement of the kingdom and the support of the 
poor is a clear and undeniable duty of those who 
have been purchased from the slave pits of sin by the 
blood of the Lamb of God. Paul teaches that each 
saved person is to give, not resentfully or because of 
pressure "for God loveth a cheerful giver" (2 Cor. 
9:7). 

Those who give much shall receive much (2 Cor. 
9: 10). This does not mean that if you give money, 
you will receive money. It means that if you give 
money, you will get back something far more impor
tant than money. God will increase the fruit of your 
righteousness unto eternal life. That is, you give here 
and get it back hereafter, not in silver and gold but in 
eternal riches (Matt. 6: 19-21). 

The rulers and people agree to take care of the 
seemingly small and unimportant things. Flour, 
meal, bread, and firewood. 

For the showbread, and for the continual 
meal-offering, and for the continual burnt
offering, for the sabbaths, for the new 
moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy 
things, and for the sin-offerings to make 
atonement for Israel, and for all the work of 
the house of our God. And we cast lots, the 
priests, the Levities, and the people, for the 
wood-offering, to bring it into the house of 
our God, according to our fathers' houses, 
at times appointed, year by year, to burn 
upon the altar of Jehovah our God, as it is 
written in the law (Neh. 10:33-34). 

If we do not serve God in "little" thing we will 
not serve him at all, for most of life is made up of 
"little" things. "In that day shall there be upon the 

bells of the horses, HOLY UNTO JEHOVAH; and 
the pots in Jehovah's house shall be like the bowls 
before the altar" (Zech. 14:20). 

Zechariah said that in the day of renewal and 
restoration the small tinkling bell of the horse's tack 
would have written on it "Holy Unto Jehovah," and 
the cooking pots would be holy as the bowls before 
the altar. 

Take care of little things. The bulk of life is made 
up of little things. If you wait for some great thing to 
come to you before you serve the interests of the 
church, you will probably die before you gain that 
objective. If you serve in little ordinary things, you 
will have multiplied opportunities and all of them to
gether will amount to more than a war won by 
David, or all the gold and silver of a ruler's palace. 

And to bring the first-fruits of our ground, and 
the first-fruits of all fruit of all manner of trees, year 
by year, unto the house of Jehovah (Neb. 10:35). 

God demands first place. He will not be satisfied 
with less than the best. "But seek ye first his king
dom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). We remember and 
honor God by giving him our best, and joyfully lay
ing at his feet all we have and all we are. That is a 
sweet-smelling, acceptable sacrifice. "I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept
able to God, which is your spiritual service" (Rom. 
12: 1). Give yourself- your life- your all, which is 
reasonable and right - a spiritual service. 

Also the first-born of our sons, and of our cattle, 
as it is written in the law, and the firstlings of our 
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herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our 
God, unto the priests that minister in the house of 
our God (Neh. 10:36). 

The fiery law of Moses demanded the fi rst born 
son be devoted to Jehovah and had to be redeemed 
by sacrifice. This was to remind the people of how 
rigorous it is to serve God. It costs something to be a 
discip le of Jesus. We fol low the Master with a cross 
on our shoulder. The people were also reminded of 
their so lemn duty to "provoke not your children to 
wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and admo
nition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:1). The Jew had a duty to 
teach his chi ldren the law of Moses. We have a duty 
to train our children in the law of Christ. 

And that we should bring the first-fruits of 
our dough, and ou r heave-offerings, and 
the fruit of al l manner of trees, the new 
wine and the oil, unto the priests, to the 
chambers of the house of our God; and the 
tith es of o ur ground unto the Levites; for 
th ey, the Levites, take the tithes in all the 
cities of our tillage. And the priest the son 
of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the 
Levites rake tithes : and th e Levites shall 
bri ng up the tithe of the tith es unto the 
house of our God, ro the chambers, into the 
treasure-house. For the children of Israel 
and the children of Levi shall bring the 
heave-offering of the grain, of rhe new 
wine, and of the oil, unto rhe chambers, 
where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and 
the priests that min ister, and the porters, 
and the singers: and we wi ll nor forsake rhe 
house of our God (Neh. 10:37-39). 

The people were required to financially support 
both institutions of religion and those who minis
tered sacred things. T he redeemed of today have a 
duty to pay the preacher and financiall y support the 
church- not meagerly but generously. "Let him that 
is taught in the word communicate unto him that 
teacheth in all good things" (Gal. 6:6) . 

8 

If we sowed unto you spi ritual things, is ir 
a great matter if we shall reap your carnal 
things? lf others partake of this right over 
you, do not we yet more? Nevertheless we 
did not use this right; but we bear all things, 
that we may cause no hindrance to the gos
pel of Christ. Know ye not rhar they that 
mini ster about sacred things eat of the 
things of the temple, and they that wait 
upon the altar have their portion with the 
altar? Even so did the Lord ordain that they 
rhar proclaim the gospel should live of rhe 
gospel (1 Cor. 9:11 -14). 
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For it is written in the law of Moses, 
Thou shalt not mu zzle the ox when he 
treadeth out the corn. Is it for the oxen that 
God careth, or sa ith he it assuredly for our 
sake? Yea, for our sake it was written: be
cause be rh ar ploweth ought to plow in 
hope, and he that thresheth, ro thresh in 
hope of partaking (1 Cor. 9:9-10). 

The farmer had better rake good care of his ox
not for rhe sake of the ox bur for the sake of rhe 
farmer. The d isciple in the local congregation had 
better take good care of the reacher who serves the 
interest of his soul- not fo r the sake of the preacher 
but for the sake of the saints. 

The farmer who plows and plows but is neve r al
lowed to eat of the harvest wil l soon stop plowing. 
You can frustrate and disappoint you r preacher and 
bring him to departu re, but it wi ll hurt you. It is not 
said for the sake of the ox, but for the sake the con
gregation. The ox is nothing. The church is every
thing. It is fa lse economy and poor judgment to fai l 
to take good care of those who minister to you the 
bread which came down out of heaven and endures 
ro eternal li fe. It is a lack of gratitude. It is like shoot
ing yourself in the foot. You may get out of the army, 
but you will be crippled the rest of your life. 

May the thoughts coming from this chapter 
cause us to stand together as one man, being "set for 
the defence of the gospel" and "contending earnestly 
for the faith," reprov ing, rebuking and exhorting "in 
season and out of season." When they li ke, and when 
they don't like it. Jesus prayed for us "that they may 
all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may 
believe that thou didst send me. " 
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Life and Death 
(continued from page 1) 

Romanist, and the Christian, - all professing to 
hold the same book as a Divine revelation. 

The Universalist proper teaches that a full retri
bution of sin takes place in this life, and hence, after 
death, the wicked are as holy and as happy as the 
righteous. With him, the scriptures that speak of fu
ture punishment speak in metaphors, inasmuch as 
there can be no future punishment either according 
to his theory of the Divine attribute or according to 
the gospel. Hence the words of Jesus, "He that shall 
have believed and shall have been baptized shall be 
saved, and he that believeth not shall be con
demned," mean he that believeth and is baptized, 
and he that believeth not shall be saved." 

The Universal Restorationist teaches that there 
will be punishment of a disciplinary character after 
death, which shall, in all cases, issue in perfect refor
mation, holiness and happiness. Hence there will be, 
hereafter, a continual egress from hell to heaven, un
til the latter shall have received the entire population 
of the former. 

The Destructionist teaches that, ultimately, the 
souls and the bodies of all the wicked shall be de
stroyed; that is, reduced to perfect non-entity. Some 
of them (for there is less unanimity among them than 
among the theorists above mentioned) teach that the 
soul and body die together, and are never again con
scious, any more than a vulture or a dove, a horse or 
a lamb. Others teach that the souls of the wicked 
sleep from death to the final resurrection, and that 
then, with their bodies, they shall revive and un
dergo a second death, proportioned to their former 
sins. Some will suffer more, others less, both in dura
tion and in intensity, but finally they shall all be anni
hilated. This with them, is "the second death." 

These three theories agree in one great point -
viz. that the wicked shall all be destroyed out of the 
universe, not one left. The Universalist and 
Restorationist destroy their character, and make 
them saints, while the Destructionist reduces them to 
nothing- giving them neither sense nor reason, nei
ther person nor name, neither habitation nor exist
ence - thus making them absolute nonentities. 

The Romanist has, for some of the dead, an in
termediate state of purgatorial purification. All men 

die under certain liabilities to punishment because of 
venal offences which disqualify them for heaven. 
They must, therefore, pass through purgatory - an 
imaginary place, concerning which an infant knows 
just as much as Gregory XVI with all his ecclesiastic 
conclaves. Their residence and sufferings in purga
tory are to be commensurate with the number and 
character of their various offences; for which, in
deed, they must make expiation. Still, their passage 
through that imaginary region will be much short
ened and alleviated by reason of the masses said for 
the dead, which are always repeated in number and 
efficiency according to the contributions given to the 
priests. Hence, the rich pass through on steamcars, 
while the poor trudge along on crutches. Ultimately, 
indeed, all its inmates get through; the irremediably 
wicked passing directly into punishment. 

The Christian believes that the wicked suffer an 
"everlasting punishment," and that, therefore, they 
never cease to exist. He believes that the wicked are 
cast into hell and there suffer "an everlasting de
struction from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his power"; that in that state "the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Forsa/vation-1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev. 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Now, as the Universalist, the Restorationist, the 
Destructionist, the Romanist and the Christian 
equally profess to believe the Bible, and, therefore, 
equally profess to build their respective theories on 
Divine revelation, follows it not that they have 
adopted different methods of interpreting and apply
ing the words of that sacred record ? The difference 
is not in the standard to which they all appeal, (for 
they all have the same Bible,) but in the mode of in
terpreting it. Can any fact more convincingly dem
onstrate the necessity and importance of having 
some fixed canons or rules of interpretation? 

Now, as it frequently happens that words have 
different significations, as literal and as figurative, 
and are consequently used in diverse acceptation, 
sometimes meaning this and sometimes that, the first 
and most necessary inquiry must always be, How 
shall we, in any particular ease, ascertain whether the 
literal or the figurative use of any given terra shall be 
regarded as its proper signification? To which impor
tant inquiry we give this answer: - The particular 
writer or speaker, or the particular subject on which 
he writes or speaks, or the particular context or the 
particular adjuncts or words in construction with it, 
will generally, if not universally, ascertain and limit 
the meaning beyond any reasonable doubt. 

There are four words, in this controversy, of car
dinal importance. These are destruction, life, death 
and punishment. To ascertain their grammatical or 
historical and their topical or figurative meaning is 
indispensable to any correct knowledge of the pas
sages in which they occur. The most palpable error 
of those whose views of the future state of wicked 
and impenitent men we are now about to review and 
examine is that they generally commence the proof 
by assuming or taking for granted the very question 
in debate. For example, the destructionists, in argu
ing for the entire and eternal extinction of the un
converted, assume that the term destruction means 
the absolute extinction of personal being and exist
ence. Now if the term destruction always means, in 
the sacred usage, the absolute extinction of personal 
existence, or, in other words, personal annihilation, 
then, indeed, there might be some excuse for such a 
palpable and daring assumption; but if such be not 
the fact, or if the word destruction has other mean
ings than absolute extinction of personal existence, 
then life need scarcely show that their foundation is 
a mere assumption, or a mere begging of the ques
tion. 

We shall, then, institute a scriptural induction 
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and examination of the words destruction and de
stroy as found in the New Testament. And, first, of 
the noun, destruction: it occurs in the English Con
cordance twelve times. These are - Matt. 7: 13; 
Rom. 3:16, 9:22; 1 Cor. 5:5; 2 Cor. 10:8, 13:10; 
Phil. 3:19; 1 Thess. 5:3; 2 Thess. 1:9; 1 Tim. 6:9; 2 
Pet. 2:1, 3:16. In these places in which we have de
struction in the common version, we have in the 
original Greek four terms-viz. apooleia, olethros, 
kathairesis and suntrimma. The first is found in 
Matt. 7:13; Rom. 9:22; Phil. 3:19; 2 Pet. 2:1, 3:16 
in all, five times. Olethros is found in 1 Cor. 5:5 ; 1 
Thess. 5:3; 2 Thess. 1:9; 1 Tim. 6:9 in all; four 
times. Kathairesis is found in 2 Cor. 10: 8, 13: 1 0. 
Suntrimma in Rom. 3:16. There are, then, four vari
eties of destruction in the Greek original, all repre
sented by one and the same word in the common 
version. This is a startling fact to those who assume 
that the term destruction uniformly represents the 
same thing. 

How dangerous those guides who assume, as the 
basis of their theory, that destruction means only ab
solute extinction of personal existence, or personal 
annihilation. And yet such men have we amongst us, 
pretending to be learned men. Even Dr. Watts and 
Dr. Priestley were among the number. But neither 
poets nor philosophers are safe guides in theology. 

Now, our method is, in the second place, to ex
amine each of these four terms, translated destruc
tion, by considering them in every passage in which 
they occur, and by observing how they are translated 
in the common version. To begin with the first and 
chief of these - viz. apooleia - we discover that 
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this word is found in the New Testament in this 
form, as a noun-substantive, only twenty times. In 
these, it is translated eight times perdition, five times 
destruction, twice waste, and once by each of the fol
lowing words : - die, perish, damnation, damnable, 
pernicious ways. Here are, then, in our common ver
sion, eight versions of the noun-substantive apooleia 
in only twenty occurrences of the word; of these, the 
most common are perdition and destruction. 

But we have the verb apollumi, ("to destroy,") 
from which the noun is derived, occurring in the 
New Testament no less than ninety-two times. From 
these ninety-two cases we cannot fail to arrive at a 
radical conception of the meaning of this word. We 
shall, then, classify and enumerate its various signifi
cations. Of these, the most common is perish, and 
sometimes perished. In this sense it is found no less 
than thirty-two times. It is also found thirty-one 
times translated lose and lost, and twenty-seven 
times destroy and destroyed. It is only once trans
lated marred, and once die. 

Now, as this is the term most frequently used in
dicative of the destiny of wicked men, it is all-impor
tant that its various acceptations be very strictly ob
served and considered. Its derivative, aioonios 
olethros, is found (2 Thess. 1 :9) translated "everlast
ing destruction." We have also (1 Thess. 5 :3), Then 
sudden destruction (olethros) cometh"; 1 Cor. 5:5, 
"for the destruction of the flesh"; and 1 Tim. 6:9, 
"drown men in destruction." 1 

Kathairesis is found only three times: 2 Cor. 
10:4, translated "pulling down of strong holds"; 2 
Cor. 10:8, "not for your destruction"; and 2 Cor. 
13:10, "edification, and not destruction." This word 
etymologically indicates "pulling down," and, figura
tively, it indicates "destruction." In the latter sense it 
is found but twice in the New Testament. 

Suntrirnma is found but once, and literally indi
cates destruction by attrition or breaking down. 

We have now exhibited every passage in the 
Christian Scriptures in which the English words "de
stroy" and "destruction" are found, and also all the 
words in the Greek New Testament which are sup
posed either grammatically or rhetorically to autho
rize such a translation. It will next be important to 

notice some other versions of the same words found 
in the common version. 

First, then, apooleia is applied to a waste of oint
ment, Matt 26:8; Mark 14:4: "To what purpose is 
this waste (or destruction) of the ointment?" It is 
also translated perdition in immediate contrast with 
(olethros) destruction, showing that olethros denotes 
a still higher punishment than apooleia. It is also ap
plied to "pernicious ways," and to "damnable sects," 
2 Pet. 2:2; also to destruction (Phil. 3:19) in the ab
stract. 

The verb apolluimi, in the original, whose New 
Testament history we have given, is applied both to 
persons and things, as well as its derivatives olethros 
and apooleia. It is applied to persons, members of 
the body, bottles, sheep, soul and body, life, reward, 
those who take the sword, money, nation, and even 
to JESUS, the Messiah, himself. 

Bottles, by one evangelist, are, in the common 
version, said "to be destroyed," and "to perish," and 
by another evangelist the same bottles are said to "be 
marred." In these cases apollumi is found in the 
original: A sheep that was destroyed or lost is said to 
live and to be brought back to the fold; a man is said 
to destroy his life, and again to find it; "I am sent," 
says the Messiah, "to the destroyed sheep of the 
house of Israel." This resembles a passage in the Old 
Testament, viz. "0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thy
self, but in me is thy help found." "I have come to 
seek and to save," says Jesus, "that which was de
stroyed"; "Ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus"; "This 
my son was destroyed, but is now found"; "Our gos
pel is hid to them that are destroyed." 

Such are a few, and but a few, of the cases in 
which this word is so used as to demonstrate to the 
most undiscriminating that it cannot mean, either 
primarily or generally, the absolute extinction or an
nihilation of persons and animals at one time said to 
be destroyed, and afterwards represented as living 
and happy. "This my son was dead, and is now alive, 
was lost, and is found." Such applications of the 
words dead, lost, destroyed, etc., are of frequent oc
currence in the judgment of those acquainted with 
the usus loquendi of the Jewish and Christian Scrip
tures. 

1 To those who can appreciate it, we would state that from ollumi, or, anciently, olluoo, (whereof oleso,) come also apollumi, opooleia and olethros. 
The radical meaning of them all is, to lose; in Latin, perdu. Hence, perdition is the first meaning of olethros-four times round in the New Testa
ment; and in classic use it denotes death, or any thing pernicious or damnable 
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Should any one demur at an appeal to the origi
nal text in explanation of the force of words in the 
Christian records, we will refer him to Cruden's 
Concordance, in which he may examine from three 
to four hundred passages of Scripture in which some 
branch of this numerous family of words will be 
found. In these he will find abundant proof of the 
facts already offered; or in other words, he will dis
cover how exceedingly hazardous and reckless are 
those innovators who, from the mere force of the 
phrase destruction of ungodly men, confidently af
firm their absolute and utter personal extinction or 
annihilation. 

To conclude our dissertation on this family of 
words, we must remark that the words destroy and 
destruction have, like many other words, besides a 
grammatical or literal definition, a figurative one, 
and are sometimes used in a relative and subordinate 
as well as in an absolute and unqualified sense. For 
example: Jesus is said to have assumed our nature 
that he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil," and to have been "mani
fested that he might destroy the works of "the devil." 
Has he yet accomplished either? Does not Satan yet 
live? Do not his works still exist ? His power has 
truly been crippled, but not annihilated. But it may 
be asked, Will he not finally annihilate Satan and de
stroy his works? If so, we will respond by asking, 
Would it not have been better to have absolutely and 
forever destroyed the arch-apostate at the moment 
of his rebellion, than after he had done all the evil 
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that he could - after he had, at least relatively, de
stroyed millions of millions of our tempted and be
guiled race? Into what singular predicaments will 
some persons precipitate themselves by the infatua
tion of some new theory, under the captivating spell 
of some brilliant novelty! 

The assumption that when this word is applied 
to the future state of the wicked, it always means ab
solute destruction, or the entire and eternal extinc
tion of the subject, will be reprobated by every well
educated man, nay, by every sane, uncommitted 
man, in the world. If such had been the current and 
common use of the term, then we might, indeed, lis
ten with approbation to the disquisitions of the critic 
who, from its current signification, would seek to 
show that when it applies to the future state of the 
wicked it must be taken in its common meaning, and 
must then, also, denote the absolute cessation of 
their being. But a position directly contrary to this is 
selected by those now called destructionists. They do 
not pretend to argue that such is the common mean
ing of the word, but that such must be its meaning in 
this particular case, for no other reason than that it 
comports more agreeably with their notions of expe
diency and consistency. They are so clearly and pro
foundly with the singularity of their position, that 
few of them will allow themselves to be designated 
annihilationists, because, say they nothing can be 
said to be annihilated; everything continues to exist 
in some mode or form of being. But when pressed 
with argument, they do admit that the wicked man 
ceases forever - that he is no more a man. Of 
course, then, he is a nonentity. The wicked are to all 
eternity what Adam was before God made him. The 
elements of his being were in the earth and in the 
universe, but he was not. So these destroyed wicked 
men exist not in any sense, only in the elements of 
their constitution as those are dispersed throughout 
the universe. They exist no more; and this is all that 
we mean by annihilation. 

Our first objection, therefore, to the destruc
tionism now being taught is that its teachers take for 
granted what they neither have proved nor can prove 
-viz. That the phrase neverlasting destruction,, nec
essarily means the everlasting extinction of the per
son of an ungodly man. 

Our second objection to this new-vamped old 
theory, is, that it assumes that eternal life and eternal 
death mean eternal being and eternal not-being. Or, 
in other words, that simple existence is life, and 
simple non-existence death. 



We sha ll , then, bestow some attention on th e 
Bib li cal use of these all -important wo rds, life and 
death. 

But who can define life? It is ne ither a pe rson nor 
a thing, yet it may be affirmed of both. We have a liv
ing man and a li ving tree. Logicians, however, say we 
cannot have a dead man, nor yet a dead tree; because 
when life is extinct, of the man we have but a corpse, 
and of the tree but wood. This is just as good sense as 
good logic; for in a corpse there is not a man, nor in 
wood a tree: they a re but remaind e rs of both ; th e 
tree or the man is no t where I ife is nor. Life, then, we 
may venture to say, is a connection with God 
through the system called nature, and death is a dis
severance fro m that system . Unio n with natu re, or 
union with God, is life, separation from nature or 
from God is death. If this be not a definition of life, it 
will be at least an essential element of a true defini
tion, whenever that definition shall have been com
pleted. 

A man li ves while he inha les the atmosphere, or 
whi le the air is in his lungs . T his is th e connecting 
link between him and external nature. H e dies when 
that connection is broken up: th is is, however, but 
anima l li fe. A tree lives whi le its leaves or bark ab
so rb fro m the atmosphere so many of its elements as 
are in harmony with its nature . This is vegetab le life. 
A spirit lives wh ile in connection with th e Spirit of 
God : its death consists in the withdrawal of that 
Sp irit. But as the Spirit of God produces a ll sons of 
li fe - a ni ma l, vegetable and spiri tual - it must com
municate of itself various gifts and powers, adapted 
to any one of these living organizations. So that con
nection with the Spirit of God is essentia l to all sons 
of life, animal , vegetable- or spiritual. There is no 
li fe but in God. He alone " hath li fe in himself." Now 
the withdrawal of any specific influence eventuates 
in a death ana logous to th e influence withheld. 
Hence, we have three sorts of li fe, and of course, as 
many sorts o f death. We have vegetab le, an ima l and 
spiritual li fe and death. 

But a spiri t may live in one sense and be dead in 
another; or, in other words, a spi rit may have con
nectio n o r communion with God in one sense, and 
not in anothe r. Thus, a tree has connection with 
God , but not as an ani mal has; and an animal has 
connection with God, but not as a spirit has; and a 
spirit has connection with God, but not as an animal 
has; and spirits have connection with God in a two
fold sense- merely as be ings, and then as hol y or 
moral beings. H ence, the connection of a spi rit with 

the natura l perfectio ns of God gives men inte llectua l 
life, such as that possessed by Satan and evi l spirits; 
and connection with the moral attr ibutes of God 
gives mora l o r spiritual life, such as that which good 
angels and good men possess. W herever, then, there 
is organi zation and union with God t here is life -
accord ing to the nature of that organization and 
union; and where there is neithe r organization nor 
union of any kind, there is no sort of life whatever. 

ln Scriptu re style, a man is li ving in one sense 
and dead in ano ther, or dead in one sense and living 
in another, at the same tim e. Of men in the flesh, yet 
living J ohn said ," H e that hath the Son hath life, and 
he that hath not the Son hath not life." Here, then, is 
the case fa irly made out- viz. a dead liv ing man, 
and a living dead man ; al ive in one sense and dead 
in another, at o ne and the sa me moment. 

" He that hath the Son" not only reta ins the life 
which he had before he had the Son, but, superadded, 
he has the li fe spiritual and di vi ne; and what is this but 
the incipiency of eternal life or immortal ity? There is 
a life more than human, possessed by every C hri stian, 
so that the C hri stian man has at the same time t he 
human and the d ivine life. A few specimens of the 
proof of this fundamental view, fundamental, indeed, 
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as respects the entire superstructure of the arguments 
between us and all annihilationists or destructionists, 
shall now be given. We shall begin with the words of 
the Great Teacher: 

First: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he who 
heareth my word, and believeth on him who sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and cometh not into con
demnation, but hath passed from death to life,,, 0 ohn 
5 :24.) Such a one was dead and is now alive; and yet 
he possessed human life while dead in that sense in 
which he is now made alive. He has now a new and 
divine life superadded to his former merely human 
life. There is, then, a merely human life, and there is 
a spiritual and divine life, resident in the same per
son at the same time. But there must also be two 
sorts of death as well as two sorts of life: the one un
avoidably implies the other. Hence we have, accord
ing to the Messiah, a living man passing from death 
to life. So that he who possesses human life may at 
the same time be dead in some sense. Such is the an
tithesis which he places before us. He exhibits a man 
both alive and dead, passing from death into life. 
The transition is effected by obeying his word and 
confiding in Him that sent him; or, to quote his own 
words, " He that heareth my word and believeth on 
him that sent me ... hath passed from death to life." 

Our second proof is from the same source. Jesus 
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said to one who sought leave of absence from his 
work for the purpose of interring his father, "Let the 
dead bury their own dead, and follow me," (Matt. 
8:22; Luke 9:60). How could a dead man bury a 
dead man, unless he can be alive in one sense while 
dead in another? Is it not as clear as demonstration 
that one may possess human life, and at the same 
time be as dead to God as a man void of human life is 
dead to the world? 

The words of Jesus to a rich young man in the 
prime and vigor of life, "This do, and thou shalt 
live," together with many other sayings of his, con
firm this important view of the subject. But we must 
hear his apostles, also, in proof that this is no pecu
liar nor idiomatic expression of his. 

The Apostle John says, "We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death." Here, certainly, is indisputable evidence that 
John understood this matter as we are now contem
plating it. Here is a person living who has passed 
from death spiritual to life spiritual, while possess
ing, before and since, human life. 

To these we may add a definition of spiritual life 
and spiritual death drawn from the writings of Paul, 
(Rom. 8:6.) This great apostle says, "The minding of 
the flesh is death, the minding of the spirit is life;' or, 
according to the common version, "For to be car
nally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace." This is a definition in fact, and not a 
merely verbal definition. Again, (Rom. 6:21,) "The 
end of those things is death," and the end or fruit of 
holiness is everlasting life." Still more strongly af
firms this same apostle that one may be dead and 
alive at the same time, though not in the same sense, 
in the following words, (1 Tim. 6:6} - "She that 
lives in pleasure is dead while she lives." It is unnec
essary to array the whole host of evidence which the 
Bible furnishes in proof of these facts. Much more 
evidence of the same kind may be found by consult
ing parallel passages. We shall, then, regard it as es
tablished by the highest authority, that life and exist
ence are not the same thing-that a man may have 
human life or existence without spiritual life - that 
he may be alive and dead at the same time, in differ
ent but proper meanings of the words "death" and 
"life" - and that intellectual life and spiritual life 
are as much realities as animal life or animal death. 

In this sense only could Adam die the day he vio
lated the Divine precept, "In the day on which thou 
eatest of it, thou shalt surely die." That day he did 



die, though afterwards he may have lived nine hun
dred years. The "angels that kept not their fir t es
tate" have all died in the sense in which Adam died 
when he departed from his first estate; though they 
still live in another sense. Death, indeed, as the origi
nal word intimates, sign ifies separation from God: 
th is is its true and divinely-authenticated meani ng. A 
tree, a man, an angel, can, therefore, die in just as 
many senses as they can he separated from God, or 
from any system of communication with him. A tree 
has but a physica l connection with God, through the 
system of material nature, consequently it is suscep
tible of but one death; a man has connection with 
God through physical and spiritual nature, and 
therefore he may die physica lly or sp irituall y. 

We, therefore, legitimate ly come to the conclu
sion, that as li fe and death are necessari ly contrasted 
with each other, as indicative of contrary stares, we 
can have just as many varieties of death as there are 
varieties of life. Have we physical, intell ectual and 
spiritual or moral life? Then have we physical, intel
lectual and spiritual or moral death . Have we tempo
ral and eternal life? Then have we temporal and eter
nal death. 

But some of these terms indicate the essential 
and some the accidental attributes of life and death. 
Thus, physical, intellectual and spiritual denote the 
nature or essential characteristics of li fe and death; 
while temporal and eterna l denote, not the nature, 
bur the accidental attributes, of life and death. The 
former denotes rhe kind of life, wh ile the latter de
notes merely the continuance of it. Whether a person 
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have a landed estate for a term of years, or "forever," 
as our deeds run, affects nor rhe character or natu re 
o f the estate, bur the more continuance of the posses
sion. Hence, "eternal,,, prefixed to life or death, inti
mares not the nature of either, but their mere con
tinuance. 

It is, however, with some, a question of uncertain 
decision whether eternal life be not a different sort 
of life from spiritual life, or fro m any li fe enjoyed on 
earrh, or by man as he now exists. With some, mere 
existence is life; and such persons are wont to speak, 
not of eternal existence, bur of eternal life, in misery! 

Bur, while mere animal existence or vegetable 
existence is life animal or vegetable, such is nor spiri
tual life. It is nor mere ex istence, but spiritual exist
ence, enjoyed; it is a perennial communication be
tween an ange lic or a human spir it, and the eternal 
Spirit of God, "in whose presence there is fulness of 
joy and at whose right hand are pleasures for ever
more." Hence, in New Testament language we have 
rhe phrase "eternal life, forty-four times, and forty
four times only, and never used to indicate mere eter
nal ex istence, bu t the ete rnal enjoyment of life and 
of the God of life . 

An analysis of these several passages in their 
proper contextual circumstances certainly indicates 
that eternal life is only another name fo r eternal hap
piness. When the Messiah says to his fa ith ful disciples 
that in th is world they shall receive a hundredfold 
more than they lose, and in the world to come eternal 
life, can anyone be so simple as to imagine that he 
means mere eternal existence? \Xlhat an anticlimax do 
they put into the mouth of the Messiah on such a view. 
(Mark 9:29-30) - "There is no one who hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or ch ildren, o r lands, for my sake and the 
gospe l's, but sha ll receive a hundredfold more in this 
world; houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands, with persecutions, and in the 
world ro come something greatly less- eternal life 
mere eternal ex istence!" Can anyone th ink theMes
siah was ever guil ty of such a deception under pre
tence of holding our something greater in the world to 

come, truly, and in fact, holding out something great\y 
less? He does not promise his followers mere ex ist
ence in thi s world , bur a hundredfold more enjoy
ments than they have lost for his sake. But there are 
some amongst us who, in their self-esteem, imagine 
that they have discovered that eternal life is mere eter
nal ex istence, and who present the Great Teacher in 
the singular attitude of saying to his fo llowers, "My 
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friends, in this world you shall have a hundredfold 
more than mere existence, and, in the world to come, 
eternal existence only." 

Having shown that eternal life is not eternal ex
istence, (and if that be not shown, then nothing can 
be ascertained from the lips of the Messiah,) follows 
it not that the second death, in contrast with eternal 
life, cannot possibly intimate second non-existence? 
Indeed, is not the very definition absurd? The first 
death, first non-existence; the second death, second 
non-existence! Did any human writer ever speak 
greater nonsense! And yet we have amongst us some 
men so full of the conceit of superior wisdom as to 
make the inspired writers utter such nonsense. 

Are not eternal life and eternal punishment 
placed in contrast by our Savior? "These," says he, 
"shall go away into eternal punishment, and the righ
teous into eternal life." That is, according to the new 
school of destructionism, the wicked shall go away 
into eternal non-existence, and the righteous shall 
enter into eternal existence. And yet they had en
tered into eternal existence when they were first 
born! From such doctors may the Lord preserve his 
Church! But hearken to Paul. "To them," says he, 
"who seek for glory, honor and immortality, he will 
bestow eternal life." Simple existence? Mere being? 
Nay, verily, eternal life is here made the sum of glory, 
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honor and immortality. These are the three grand 
items that make up the aggregate called eternal life. 
God, says Paul, will grant them then what they now 
seek. They, by a "patient continuance in doing well, 
are seeking for glory, honor and immortality:" there
fore God will bestow upon them ETERNAL LIFE. 

We shall henceforth regard it as an established 
fact, that eternal life is not existence, but eternal hap
piness, and that consequently the second death, or 
everlasting punishment, is not merely second 
non-existence. Meantime, we shall only add a fact in 
confirmation of our definitions - viz. there are two 
classes of angels as well as two classes of men. There 
are the holy and happy angels, and there are the un
holy and unhappy angels. There are Michael and his 
angels, and Satan and his angels. There are angels 
that kept their first estate, and "angels who have 
sinned." Now, seeing both classes yet exist, do they 
exist in one state? Does not one class exist in happi
ness, while the other exists in misery? Satan and his 
angels have lived six thousand years in rebellion, and 
consequently in comparative misery, waiting con
demnation at the judgment of the great day. How in
structive the language of the demons, those wicked 
spirits of fallen men, when beseeching the Lord not 
to torment them before the time! They are said to be 
reserved in chains of darkness until the judgment of 
the great day. We have, then, angels existing and suf
fering misery, and angels existing and enjoying eter
nal life. Simple existence and non-existence are, 
therefore, not the ultimate conditions of human na
ture. The possibility of existence in misery we have 
in fallen angels, and the possibility of existence in 
happiness we have in the angels that sinned not. 
There is a fire prepared for the devil and his angels, 
as well as a heaven for the Messiah and his angels. 
The former constitutes "everlasting punishment," 
and is, therefore, called "the eternal fire"; the other 
is called "eternal life" and "the salvation to be re
vealed when the Lord comes." 

We presume it to be unnecessary to multiply evi
dences in this portion of our essay on the mere 
meaning of the phrases eternal life or eternal punish
ment, designing at this time only to demonstrate that 
in the sacred style simple existence is not life, nor 
continued existence eternal life. 

But we have said that eternal life is only the con
summation of spiritual life - that it is only the full 
development of the life we now have, in having 
union and communion with the Lord Jesus. The life 
of an adult man is not different from the life of the 



embryo or the infant man. So eternal li fe is bur rhe 
fu ll development and perfect enjoyment of rhar new 
li fe which we have begun in us by the Spirit of God 
when united to Chri sr. For "we are dead, and our life 
is hid in Christ by God. " And, therefore, "when 
Christ our li fe shall appear, we also shall appea r with 
him in glory." 

We are nor, however, in speaking of spiritual o r 
eternal life, to imagine rhar either of these is any dis
riner substantive life superadded to human li fe, li ke 
the addition of one substance or principle to an
other; for li fe is not any substance, bur merely a sen
sitive in te llectual or mora l enjoyment of ourse lves 
and of God. It is a stare or cond ition of existence, 
and nor existence itself. It is the state of the soul or 
of mind as capable of receiv ing and using Divi ne 
communications. Hence the same mind may ar one 
time be in one srare and at another rime in another 
stare, as respects any person or thing. The same body 
is su ceptible of various conditions or states of ex ist
ence; and why should nor the same mind be suscep
tible of simila r changes and modes of ex istence? 
How often are we disposed and indisposed to one 
and the same th ing! We hate and love, and love and 
hate, the sa me person under different views of hi s 
character or of hi s actions towards us. The mind lov
ing is not reall y one life, nor the mind hati ng another 
life. It is the same mind in different states. 

Very analogous are the va rious lives of which we 
have been speaking. It is one and the same living 
spirit rhar is the subject of them all. The same angelic 
spirit may be at one rime a seraph, and at another a 
devil. Paul was at one time rhe enemy, at another the 
fri end, of the Lord. The same mind in one state con
stitutes a friend, and in another state an enemy. In 
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these states he may be said to be al ive or dead to the 
same person, as he fee ls towards him. 

But it must be emphatica lly stared that this is not 
the whole myste ry, bur only a part of the mystery, of 
rhe new li fe . The sunflower rurns ir face to the sun; 
wh ile rhe sun in return pours his genial rays of light 
and life into its bosom. In this case, rhen, there is 
more than a single change of position. The sunflower 
opens irs bosom as well as turns irs face to the sun; 
and the sun not only lifts its fu ll-orbed face and looks 
upon it, bur it also sheds ab road with in irs bosom its 
vira l power. Thus, when a sinner turns to the Lord, 
attracted to him, as rhe sunflower is ro the sun, by an 
emanation from him, then the Sun of Righteousness 
and of Mercy, by hi s good spiri t, pours out into his 
soul rhe love of God; and then, indeed, he begins to 
live to God and to enjoy him, not only through na
ture and providence, but through hi s spiritual favor 
and love. This is my conception of spiritua l li fe, and 
th is is rhe embryo blossom of eternal life in the im
mediate presence of God forever and ever. 

(We shall pick up this study in the next issue of 
the Firm Foundation and conclude it in the january 
edition of the papet: What brother Campbell is point
ing out in this marvelous essay deserves a slow and 
deliberate reading. It is well calculated to pump vital 
life into our spirits - Edito1:) FF 
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Jesus' Church 
By Ed Smithson 

T he church is not some "mystical organiza
tion," as some want us to believe, that is 
hard to describe. It can be described in the 

terms found in the pages of God's word. 
1. Jesus, just before his death on the cross, said 

he would build his church. "[U]pon this rock I will 
build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18 ASV as in all). He 
said he would build his church, not John's, not 
Luther's, not Wesley's, but his. So why should it not 
wear his name and his only. 

2. He did just that on the first Pentecost, after his 
resurrection and ascension. The gospel was preached 
for the first time on that day (Acts 2), and it was said 
he added the saved to the church (v. 4 7); thus we 
know that it was in existence. Before that day it was 
always spoken of as being in the future, as in Mat
thew 16:18. 

3. After its establishment, those who were saved 
went everywhere preaching the word. In other 
words, they got on with the business of the church, 
to "preach the gospel into all the world" (Mark 
16:16). 

4. In circumstances where they were qualified, 
each church had bishops (or elders) and deacons. 
They were the only "offices" that were authorized 
then and now. Qualifications for those offices or 
works are set forth in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 

18 

Is Baptism Essential 
bwtutl!llL"'11.,_ to Salvation? 

QJWTUIER' 

By Jerry Moffitt 

This book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 argu
ments concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback 91pgs. 

$6.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 

November 2007 
Firm Foundation 

5. The church had evangelists or preachers that 
preached the word to the lost and to the saved. 
Phillip was called an "evangelist" in Acts 21:8 and 
Timothy was called an "evangelist" in 2 Timothy 
4:5. These men were also called preachers and min
isters. A preacher is one who proclaims the word, 
and a minister is a servant, which is what the word 
means (1 Tim. 4:6; 1 Thess. 3:2; 2 Tim. 1:11; Rom. 
10:14). 

6. Jesus is the head of that body, the church, the 
only head in heaven or on earth. '~nd he is the head 
of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence" (Col. 1: 18). "For the hus
band is the head of the wife, and Christ also is the 
head of the church, [being] himself the saviour of the 
body" (Eph. 5 :23). There is no other head, never has 
been and never will be for he said, "All authority 
hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth" 
(Matt. 28:18). 

In the New Testament, the church was called 
"the church" as in Matthew 17:19, Acts 8:1, because 
there was no other church in the New Testament 
times, as there were no denominations then. De
nominations are "man made" and came into exist
ence much later. 

But can folks tell the difference today? The last 
time I checked, which has been some time now, there 
were over 1,300 different entities in the United 
States claiming church status, and the list is growing 
all the time. Why is this true? Because selfishness 
crept into the hearts of men, and they wanted things 
"their way" instead of the Lord's way. Today, I regret 
to say, many of our own people have developed the 
same attitude. 

We live in a great country, some say, the greatest 
country in the world. I believe that, although I have 
never lived in any other. We have blessings and privi
leges that much of the world just dreams about. We 
are spoiled. If we don't like something, we just find 
something else. Why do you think there are so many 
stores and restaurants and automobile dealers? To 
give people what they want. I fear we have done the 
same thing where religion is concerned. 



As time passed, if a person did not like one reli
gion, he would just go find another he liked better or 
start another religion. Then it got to the point if a 
person didn't like the church, he would just go to an
other one that uses the same name but one that does 
things differently or more to his liking. 

The church was established to preach the gospel 
and house the saved. Can it be identified today by 
carrying out its goal? If someone were to take the 
New Testament and read about the church in its 
pages and go around trying to find a church as de
scribed therein, would he find it where you worship? 

Let's See: 

1. The church is Christ's because he said he 
would build it (Matt. 16:18). 

2. The church his because he purchased it with 
his own blood (Acts 20:28). 

3. The church is his because he is the head of it 
(Col. 1: 18). 

4. The church is his because it houses the saved 
and he is savior (Acts 2:47). 

5. The church is his because in no other name is 
there salvation (Acts 4: 12). 

Because we live in fine houses, worship in com
modious buildings in comfort and are blessed be
yond our wildest dreams, does not mean that we are 
right? Some think because we are successful and have 
many who follow, we cannot be wrong. Remember 
what God said to Israel, "Thou shalt not follow a 
multitude to do evil; neither shalt thou speak in a 
cause to turn aside after a multitude to wrest [jus
tice]. (Exod. 23:2). 

Think about it! What is it like where you wor-
ship? 0/dpaths 1 @gmail.com 

www.oldpathspulpit.org 
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The Man Who Forgot Who He Was 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

In the sixth century B.C. Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, was the most powerful ruler in the 
known world. He was proud, haughty and arro

gant. Like most eastern monarchs of that day, he 
feared neither God nor man. Nebuchadnezzar had 
an unsettling dream that only Daniel the prophet of 
Jehovah could interpret. It indicated that he would 
be driven from his throne and royal society to live 
among the beasts of the field for seven years until he 
learned that Jehovah God rules in the kingdoms of 
men (Dan. 4:25). Twelve months flew by and noth
ing happened. We can be sure he hoped that Daniel 
was wrong in his interpretation. Then one day while 
he was strolling about his palace, he was suddenly af
flicted with a strange mental condition that left him 
thinking and acting like an ox, eating grass and pre
ferring the company of cattle. Eventually, his hair 
grew long and matted, and his nails came to re
semble an eagle's claws (4:31-33 ). Psychiatrists know 
of this condition and call it lycanthropy or 
boanthropy. 

For seven long years the world's most powerful 

king was unaware of who he was, of his great wealth, 
power and dominion. He was happy grazing and 
sleeping with the cows. Fortunately for 
Nebuchadnezzar, after seven years, his sanity sud
denly returned and he was able to resume his reign 
of power {4:25,34). He was however a chastened 
and changed man for the experience. He gladly con
fessed Jehovah and acknowledged that he indeed 
rules in the kingdoms of men. 

Today we see a situation that in some ways re
sembles the experience of Nebuchadnezzar. We see 
some gospel preachers, Christian educators and 
members of the Church of Christ who seem to have 
forgotten who they are. These men have been en
trusted to teach and lead God's children, yet they are 
behaving like preachers and teachers of denomina
tional churches, and they are teaching a new and dif
ferent gospel (Gal. 1 :8). 

They are teaching a denominational message of 
salvation. Some are teaching lost souls to pray Bill 
Bright's "sinner's prayer" for salvation. Some are 
saying that salvation is by grace alone or faith alone 
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Uames 2:24). Some are saying rbar baptism is good 
but nor essential to salvation (Mark 16: 16). 

• They a re instituting new ways of wo rship, un
known to God's word. Some are now using instru
ments of music in the ir wo rship. Some have mixed the 
Lord's Supper with a common fe llowship meal. Some 
have introduced drama and interpretative dance into 
their wo rship. Others have turned their se rmons into 
a comedy routine with aud ience participation. 

• Some have borrowed the mystical practices of 
Catholic monks and nuns, N ew Age gurus, and 
Hindu spiritual guides. 

• They have forgotten that C hri st has but one 
church (Eph. 4 :4; 1:22 ) that hi s church is hi s body, 
his bride and his kingd o m (Matt. 16:18), not a de
nomina tion fou nded by men. 

• They mock his church and shame her in the 
presence of he r enemies. They appare ntly can not re
member that God expects them ro be lieve, worship, 
and reach after the patte rn he has provided in the 
New Testament (2 Tim. 1:13). 

What is wrong with these preachers and profes
sors? At least Nebuchaclnezzar was insane when he 
forgot he was king of the great Baby lonian empire. 
These forgetful preachers and teachers have no ex-
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cuse . Most of them have a rich background and heri
tage in the church. They were well taught. They have 
good educatio ns. They have access to a treasure 
ho use of b ib lical knowledge and history o f t he 
church, bo th ancient and modern. They know better! 
Sti ll they are acting like men bereft o f their senses. 

W ho wou ld exchange truth for error, o r God's 
true church for a pa ltry su bstitute? Who would di s
card the pure wo rship of J ehovah for th e po lluted 
practices of sin ful men ? Who would shame and slan
der his brothers and sisters in C hrist who are worship
ing as his g randparents did , while praising and em
bracing the practitio ners of an alien faith? W ho in his 
right mind would cast aside th e pearl of great p rice for 
the weak and beggarly elements of this wo rld (Gal. 
4:9). But this is exactly wha t the promoters of the 
change agenda are doing. They have forgotten the 
great treasure bequeathed to them by the Lord J esus 
C hri st and deli vered into their hands by the ir godly 
parents and p redecesso rs. They care not to be children 
of the King of Glo ry, they prefer to graze in the fie lds 
of man-made churches. Pray t hat they wi ll li ve long 
enough to come to their senses and return to their first 
love (Rev. 2:4) . 12630 Wiest Foxfire 
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Foster Child to Be Taken Away 
By James Mills 

T hey are devoted foster parents with an un
blemished record of caring for almost 30 vul
nerable children. But Vincent and Pauline 

Matherick will this week have their latest foster son 
taken away because they have refused to sign new 
sexual equality regulations. 

To do so, they claim, would force them to pro
mote homosexuality and go against their Christian 
faith. 

The 11-year-old boy, who has been in their care 
for two years, will be placed in a council hostel this 
week and the Mathericks will no longer be given 
children to look after. 

The devastated couple, who have three grown
up children of their own, became foster parents in 
2001 and have since cared for 28 children at their 
home in Chard, Somerset, in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

Earlier this year, Somerset County Council's so
cial services department asked them to sign a contract 
to implement Labor's new Sexual Orientation Regu
lations, part of the Equality Act 2006, which make 
discrimination on the grounds of sexuality illegal. 

Officials told the couple that under the regula
tions they would be required to discuss same-sex re
lationships with children as young as 11 and tell 
them that gay partnerships were just as acceptable as 
heterosexual marriages. 

They could also be required to take teenagers to 
gay association meetings. 

When the Mathericks objected, they were told 
they would be taken off the register of foster parents. 

The Mathericks have decided to resign rather 
than face the humiliation of being expelled. 

Mr. Matherick, a 65-year-old retired travel agent 
and a primary school governor, said: "I simply could 
not agree to do it because it is against my central be
liefs. 

"We have never discriminated against anybody, 
but I cannot preach the benefits of homosexuality 
when I believe it is against the word of God." 

Mrs. Matherick, 61, said they had asked if they 
could continue looking after their foster son until he 
is found a permanent home, but officials refused and 

he will be placed in a council hostel on Friday. 
She said: "He was very upset to begin with. We 

are all very close, but he's a mature young man and 
he's dealing with it." 

When they first started fostering they took in 
young single mothers and their babies. 

More recently they have been caring for children 
of primary school age. 

Mr. Matherick added: "It's terrible that we've 
been forced into this corner. It just should not hap
pen. 

"There are not enough foster carers around any
way without these rules. 

"They were saying that we had to be prepared to 
talk about sexuality with 11-year-olds, which I don't 
think is appropriate anyway, but not only that, to be 
prepared to explain how gay people date. 

"They said we would even have to take a teen
ager to gay association meetings. 

"How can I do that when it's totally against what 
I believe?" 

Religious campaigners say the couple are the lat
est victims of an equality drive which puts gay rights 
above religious beliefs. 

Christian, ] ewish, and Muslim leaders have com
plained that the rules force them to overturn long
held beliefs. 

The Mathericks are planning to fight their case 
in the courts with the backing of the Lawyers' Chris
tian Fellowship. 

The same organisation is backing Christian mag
istrate Andrew McClintock who resigned from the 
family courts in a row over gay adoption. 

He says he was forced to resign because he was 
not allowed to opt out of cases where he might have 
to send a child to live with gay parents. 

The Mathericks' case comes at a time when there 
is a chronic shortage of foster parents, who work on 
a voluntary basis. 

An extra 8,000 are needed to plug the gaps in the 
service. 

Researchers have found that continually moving 
children from home to home can have a devastating 
impact on their education and general welfare. 
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But a report last year revealed that the shortage 
of carers meant that some children in care are being 
forced to move up to three times a year. 

David Taylor, Somerset County Council's corpo
rate director for children and young people, said: 
"No decision has been made about the deregistration 
of Mr. and Mrs. Matherick. 

"The council is committed to promoting the in
terests of children and young people and welcomes 

foster carers from all backgrounds and faiths." 
(This is happening across the sea in England and 

Ireland, but the same type legislation is currently be
ing considered by the United States Congress. If this 
law is passed in America, we will be confronted with 
this same problem. Our hope is that our Congressmen 
and Senators will have sufficient common sense to 
summarily reject both the proposed bill and its advo-
cates- Editor.) R 

F 

Gay Pride-related Criminality 

I n response to media reports of apparently crimi
nal moral and sexual excesses associated with 
this year's "gay pride" events in Toronto this 

past summer - and what seemed to be a police con
flict-of-interest with respect to them - the Life Eth
ics Information Centre wrote seeking clarification to 
the mayor of Toronto, David Miller, Police Chief 
William Blair, and the chair of the Toronto Police 
Services Board, Alok Mukherjee. 

In its letter, the LEIC began by referring to a 
"Pride Week Reception" that the Toronto Police Ser
vices Board hosted in the heart of Toronto's "gay vil
lage" to celebrate what was being called an "evolving 
relationship" with the "lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community." The LEIC pointed out that 
Toronto police core values commit the service to 
treating everyone in an impartial manner and that 
fraternizing with the homosexual lobby creates an 
impression that there are two sets of enforcement of 
the law - one for the homosexual community and 
another for everyone else. 

The LEIC then quoted a Toronto Star report of 
dozens of people marching naked, in addition to a 
"bare-chested woman" and another who strode the 
gay pride parade route topless. The Globe and Mail 
additionally reported "a lot of bare, sunburned and 
sweaty flesh" and that children were exposed to 
these scenes. 

The LEIC pointed out these incidents seemed to 
meet the criteria for being offences under Sections 
173 and 174 of the Criminal Code of Canada, which 
state: "Everyone who willfully does an indecent act 
in a public place in the presence of one or more per-
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sons, or in any place, with intent thereby to insult or 
offend any person, is guilty of an offense punishable 
on summary conviction; Every person who, in any 
place, for a sexual purpose, exposes his or her genital 
organs to a person who is under the age of 14 years 
is guilty of an offence punishable on summary con
viction; Everyone who, without lawful excuse, is 
nude in a public place, or is nude and exposed to 
public view while on private property, whether or 
not the property is his own, is guilty of an offence 
punishable on summary conviction." 

Further, the LEIC cited an account in the 
Toronto "alternative" magazine Eye, which de
scribed the goings-on inside a downtown establish
ment known as Goodhandy's. The article reported 
that on Wednesday nights, there are "live solo (mas
turbation) videos filmed in a backroom and pro
jected on a huge screen in the centre of the club. 
There's live wrestling and a free area for gay men to 
cruise and have sex and the boys who star in the vid
eos loll about in white towels when they've done 
their show." 

Thursdays at this establishment were reported to 
feature trans-sexual prostitutes with "couples, 
straight-living suburban men and random younger T
girl lovers." A co-owner of the establishment was 
quoted as saying: "Periodically, we have live porn 
shoots up in the studio, which is fed out to the big 
screen and the six new LCD screens we installed all 
over the club." 

The LEIC suggested these activities seemed to 
meet the criteria for classifying Goodhandy's as a 
bawdy house - an offence under Section 210 of the 



Criminal Code. This states that a bawdy house is "a 
place that is kept or occupied, or resorted to by one 
or more persons, for the purpose of prostitution or 
the practice of acts of indecency." 

As well, "Everyone who is an inmate of a com
mon bawdy-house, is found, without lawful excuse, 
in a common bawdy-house, or as owner, landlord, 
lessor, tenant, occupier, agent or otherwise having 
charge or control of any place, knowingly permits 
the place or any part thereof to be let or used for the 
purposes of a common bawdy-house, is guilty of an 
offence punishable on summary conviction." 

Responding in writing on behalf of the Toronto 
Police Services, Jerome F. Wiley, QC, counsel for the 
office of Police Chief Blair, claimed the police 
department's fraternizing with the homosexual com
munity was simply "an effort to enhance relations 
with members of our diverse community. Many simi
lar events are held each year with respect to a variety 
of ethnic, cultural and religious groups." 

With respect to the allegations of public nudity at 
the "gay pride" parade, Wiley said police were 
present and "did not see any activity which met the 
threshold of reasonable grounds to believe an of
fence against the Criminal Code had been commit
ted." 

Finally, regarding Goodhandy's, Wiley said po
lice "regularly check all licensed premises to ensure 
that they are complying with the law. In addition, 
police also investigate complaints about premises be
lieved to be used as bawdy houses and lay charges 
where there is evidence to do so." 

Wiley did not explain the apparent discrepancies 
between what police allegedly saw and what was re
ported by various news media. He also did not give 
details on what other groups the Toronto Police Ser
vices Board hosts receptions for. 

Sun Media columnist Michael Coren had raised 
the additional question of whether it is outright abu
sive to take a small child to a "gay pride" parade, 
where "a significant minority of people are semi-na
ked, simulate sexual activity, bump and grind and 
even whip each other for some bizarre form of titilla
tion .... There is ample photographic evidence of the 
nudity and of officers standing by, grinning and do
ing nothing; ... one wonders why the law does not 
apply to all when it is broken" (Toronto Sun, June 
30, 2007). 

As the LEIC added in its letter: "Why, indeed?" 
TORONTO, Sept. 11, 2007 (LifeSiteNews.com). F 
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gelists, Deacons, Pastors, 
and Teachers were offices created by God 
"for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ" (Eph. 4.11-16). 
Apostasy was foretold, instruction to train 
competent and effective leaders was 
given; and when the last apostle died 
almost immediately the church departed 
from the faith! What was the source of this 
great departure? - LEADERSHIP (Acts 
20.28-30; 3John 9, 10; 2 Tim. 2.2; 4.1-5)! 
Like ancient Israel who suffered defeat due 
to weak leadership, similarly, "The crown 
is fallen from our head" (lam. 5.16). The 
Academy of Biblical Instruction calls for 
Christians with faith and devotion like that 
of the ancients to reclaim our nation's 
heritage and strength! Among the Romans 
and Greeks the crown was a symbol of 
victory and reward. To him that trains 
and overcomes is promised the never 
lading crown of glory (James 1.12; I Pet. 
5.4). God is true! 
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Evolution: The Greatest Story Ever Told? 
By Paul Chapman 

I n 2006, a group of scientists met in La Jolla, Cali
fornia for a forum to discuss science and reli
gion. Carolyn Porco, a senior research scientist 

at the Space Science Institute in Boulder, Colorado, 
made this statement: "Let's teach our children from 
a very young age about the story of the universe and 
its incredible richness and beauty. It is already so 
much more glorious and awesome - and even com
forting - than anything offered by any scripture or 
God concept I know" Gohnson, 2007, p. 24). 

What is the story of evolution and where is its 
comfort? 

Evolution's Story 

If young children don't know the story of atheistic 
evolution, it isn't due to a lack of effort on the part 
of evolutionists. Atheistic evolutionists like Ms. 
Porco have been telling their story to young school 
children for decades. Maybe the problem is that their 
story keeps evolving. Ever since Charles Darwin's 
On The Origin of Species, "[t]he theory of man's evo
lution has been and continues to be modified as new 
findings are discovered, revisions to the theory are 
adopted, and earlier concepts proven incorrect are 
discarded" (Evolution ... ). The following is the basic 
story of evolution in a nutshell: 

About 15 billion years ago, gases that were com
pressed as small as an atom exploded, the Big Bang. 
About 4lf2 billion years ago the earth was formed. Life 
spontaneously sprang from dead matter about 3 bil
lion years ago in the form of single-cell organisms 
called prokaryotes. The first multi-celled organisms 
appeared about 1 billion years ago and formed algae, 
bacteria, and slime. About 5 00 million years ago 
plants filled the earth. Amphibians arrived 300 mil
lion years ago; mammals 200 million years ago; birds 
100 million years ago, and primates about 85 million 
years ago. Finally, from the primate family came the 
genus homo, or humans, about 2 V2 million years ago. 
Eventually there was the Homo_ erectus about two 
million years ago; the Homo neanderthalensis came 
about 250,000 years ago, and from 250,000 years to 
the present is the Homo sapien. Basically, you and I 
came from slime. And what is our future? 
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Evolution's Comfort 
When I was a child I would sometimes lie in bed at 
night contemplating what death would be like with
out God. There would be no life, as I had known it, 
and no life in heaven or hell. There simply would be 
nothing- nonexistence. Such would be the inevi
table end for atheistic evolutionists (or so they be
lieve). Despite Ms. Porco's effort to put on a hopeful 
face, atheists struggle to embrace, both mentally and 
emotionally, their own finitude. Well-known atheist, 
Steve Antinoff (2006), wrote: 

Finite, mortal existence longs for something 
not subject to the disappointment of the 
mortal and finite. This doesn't mean that 
this something exists. For the atheist that 
something as God does not exist. A great 
part of the appeal of Eastern thought is the 
prospect of the realization of the infinite, of 
oneself as infinite, without recourse to God. 
This I and my kind seek. 

In what do Mr. Antinoff and his kind find their 
desired immortality? In something he calls "cosmic 
consciousness," which is, "achieving oneness with 
the universe." According to science the universe is 
running out of energy - it is dying; therefore, it is 
finite. Is that the comfort of atheistic evolution: be
coming one with a doomed material world? As one 
Christian writer put it, instead of comfort, atheism 
offers "a black hole of despair" and a "cold hole in 
the ground" Gackson, 2006). 

God's Truth 

In his suffering, job "justified himself rather than 
God" Gob 32:2). God, challenging job's knowledge, 
said to him, "Where were you when I laid the foun
dations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have under
standing. Who determined its measurements? Surely 
you know!" Gob 38:4-5). He emphasized the cre
ative wonders of the ocean; of light and darkness; of 
the stars of the universe; of the rain and clouds; of 
snow and hail; of lightning and thunder; of wind; 
and of animals. 

According to Ms. Porco, evolutionists are the 
ones qualified to "tell the story of the universe and 



its incredible richness and beauty"; not some "God 
concept." Just how much do atheistic evolutionists 
know? What can they tell us about the superlative 
substance mentioned to Job by God? In his book, 
The Human Body: Accident or Design, Wayne Jack
son stated, "Repeatedly we have shown that even 
skeptical writers acknowledge the remaining myster
ies of these amazing structures which we inhabit. 
There are secrets of cell composition, the nervous 
system, the reproductive system, etc., that we may 
never fathom" Uackson, 1993, p. 95). The same 
holds true for every aspect of God's creation. The 
sciences of earth, biology, chemistry, astronomy, etc., 
have revealed only a very small fraction of our ever
expanding universe. Yet the arrogant evolutionists 
know there is no God, no Creator, and no Designer. 

"In the beginning God created" (Gen. 1: 1). This 
profound proclamation, and the commencement of 
the greatest story ever told, is supported by true sci
ence. God's story has no need of change in order to 
fit the latest scientific theory. "The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and the firmament shows His 
handiwork" (Ps. 19: 1). Time and again the scientific 
accuracy of the Bible proves it is God's inspired rev
elation to man, giving us true hope, and true com
fort. For the faithful child of God the story doesn't 
end in a cold, dark hole in the ground. Instead, it 
continues with light and everlasting life (1 John 1:7; 
John 3:16). 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all com
fort" (2 Cor. 1:3). These are words that every Chris
tian must never forget. And words spoken by God 
that every evolutionist must never forget: "Who is 
this that darkens counsel by words without knowl
edge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will ques
tion you, and you shall answer Me" Uob 38:2-3). 
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The scriptures teach that there are three distinct and 
separate persons in the one Godhead: the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Spirit 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 
Deny: Billy Davis, United Pentecostal Church lnt'l 
The scriptures teach that the Godhead consists of one 
person, namely, Jesus Christ 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The scriptures teach that Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, 
and gifts as were experienced in the early days of the 
church are for believers today. 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 
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Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue in the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
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The Inspiration of the Bible Definition, 
Extent and Proof 

by James M. Gray 

I n this paper the authenticity and credibility of the 
Bible are assumed, by which is meant (1), that 
its books were written by the authors to whom 

they are ascribed, and that their contents are in all 
material points as when they came from their hands; 
and (2), that those contents are worthy of entire ac
ceptance as to their statements of fact. Were there 
need to prove these assumptions, the evidence is 
abundant, and abler pens have dealt with it. 

Let it not be supposed, however, that because 
these things are assumed their relative importance is 
undervalued. On the contrary, they underlie inspira
tion, and, as President Patton says, come in on the 
ground floor. They have to do with the historicity of 
the Bible, which for us just now is the basis of its au
thority. Nothing can be settled until this is settled, 
but admitting its settlement which, all things consid
ered, we now may be permitted to do, what can be of 
deeper interest than the question as to how far that 
authority extends? 

This is the inspiration question, and while so 
many have taken in hand to discuss the others, may 
not one be at liberty to discuss this? It is an old ques
tion, so old, indeed, as again in the usual recurrence 
of thought to have become new. Our fathers dis
cussed it, it was the great question once upon a time, 
it was sifted to the bottom, and a great storehouse of 
fact. and argument, and illustration has been left for 
us to draw upon in a day of need. 

For a long while the enemy's attack has directed 
our energies to another part of the field, but victory 
there will drive us back here again. The other ques
tions are outside of the Bible itself, this is inside. 
They lead men away from the contents of the book 
to consider how they came, this brings us back to 
consider what they are. Happy the day when the in
quiry returns here, and happy the generation which 
has not forgotten how to meet it. 
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Definition of Inspiration 
Inspiration is not revelation. As Dr. Charles Hodge 
expressed it, revelation is the act of communicating 
divine knowledge to the mind, but inspiration is the 
act of the same Spirit controlling those who make that 
knowledge known to others. In Chalmer's happy 
phrase, the one is the influx, the other the efflux. 
Abraham received the influx, he was granted a revela
tion; but Moses was endued with the efflux, being 
inspired to record it for our learning. In the one case 
there was a flowing in and in the other a flowing out. 
Sometimes both of these experiences met in the same 
person, indeed Moses himself is an illustration of it, 
having received a revelation at another time and also 
the inspiration to make it known, but it is of impor
tance to distinguish between the two. 

Inspiration is not illumination. Every regenerated 
Christian is illuminated in the simple fact that he is 
indwelt by the Word, but every such an one is not also 
inspired, but only the writers of the Old and New 
Testaments. Spiritual illumination is subject to de
grees, some Chrisitans possessing more of it than oth
ers, but, as we understand it, inspiration is not subject 
to degrees, being in every case the breath of God, ex
pressing itself through a human personality. 

Inspiration is not human genius. The latter is sim
ply a natural qualification, however exalted it may 
be in some cases, but inspiration in the sense now 
spoken of is supernatural throughout. It is an 
enduement coming upon the writers of the Old and 
New Testaments directing and enabling them to 
write those books, and on no other men, and at no 
other time, and for no other purpose. No human ge
nius of whom we ever heard introduced his writings 
with the formula, "Thus saith the Lord," or words to 
that effect, and yet such is the common utterance of 
the Bible authors. No human genius ever yet agreed 
with any other human genius as to the things it most 
concerns men to know, and, therefore, however ex
alted his equipment, it differs not merely in degree 
but in kind from the inspiration of the Scriptures. R 
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Potpourri ... 

W hat happens in our modern world is some 
times ou tlandish, a t other times scary, 
and occasio na ll y w holesome and en

couraging. In this sectio n o f the paper we atte mpt to 
give blurbs of human conduct to amuse, to instruct, 
to warn, and to admo nish. So, we w ill run the ga unt
let and hope for a good outcome. 

We begin w ith the fo llowing notice o f the passing 
fro m th is li fe of a man w ho in li fe presented his 
"body a living sacrifice, ho ly, and acce ptable to 
God." 

RIP 

• Dewey S. Medlin, loving husband and fathe r, 
and faithful gospe l preache r d ied Aug ust 20. 
Brother Medlin preached for congregatio ns in Ga., 
Tenn., and Ala. H e su ffe red from Alzhe imer 's and 
died at the age of 77. 

Randall ]. Medlin 
University church of C hrist 
rmedlin@ ucoc.org 
Thank you, Randall Medlin, for letting us /mow 

of the triumph of Dewey S. Medlin. 

420 Stripes 
• Turin, 3 Sept.(AKI) -A yo ung N igerian C hris

tian who faces death by stoning in his ho meland for 
having had pre-marita l sex with his girlfr iend , has 
appea led to Ita ly not to deport h im. "I am safe here. 
I know by the grace of God I w ill find li fe here, Felix 
Eugene told Adnkronos Internationa l (AKI). 

M agistrates in N igeria sen tenced Euge ne to 
death by sto ning preceded by public fl ogging. A 
Sharia co urt gave him 20 lashes fo r 2 1 days for hav
ing tried to convert his Muslim girl fri end Fatima to 
Christianity. " I wanted to marry her, so she cou ld be 
the mother of my child ren," he to ld AKI. Feli x Eu
gene fled to Ita ly fo llowing his conv iction in 2004. 
He does not know where his gir lfr iend is, nor how to 
find her. 

Justice 
• A Kansas district attorney fi led 107 crim ina l 

counts against a local Pla nn ed Parenthood facility 
October 18 . T he cha rges allege t he organ ization has 
unlawfully fa lsified documents in orde r to concea l 

and cover up t he fact th at it was ignoring viabi li ty 
testing laws and regulations an d the refore perform
ing ill egal late-term abortions in the state. A district 
judge reviewed a ll the charges earlier in the week for 
eight ho urs and fo und pro bable cause to proceed. 

Bye-bye Baby 
• As mu ch as libera ls decry major co rporations 

tha t act as if they' re above th e law, there's always 
qu iet when th e su bject is Planned Parenthood, 
America's No. 1 corporate provide r of abortions. 
Du ri ng irs 2005-2006 fisca l yea r, the Planned Parent
hood Federatio n of Ame rica pe rformed a reco rd 
264,943 abortio ns, reported a tidy profit of $55 .8 
mi llio n - and rece ived a record hig h in taxpayer 
fund ing of $3 05.3 million. 

Sidewalks lor Women Only 
• ABU-DH ABI, Saudi Arabia - Saudi Arabia's re

ligious poli ce a re insisting that authorities of 
Med ina , one of Is lam 's holiest cities, shou ld build 
sepa rate sidewalks for women, the Kuwaiti a i-Qabas 
newspaper reported Friday. 

The country's Committee fo r t he Propagation of 
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Jack Cuozzo 

This book bears the subtitle, "The Startling Truth 
about Neanderthal Man," but it is far more than 
that. In 33 chapters, it discusses the concept of 
"prehistory," belabors how fossi ls are uncovered, 
examines some of the faulty assumptions behind 
recent fossil finds, presents evidence from the 
fossil record against hominid evolution, and 
investigates evidence substantiating the biblical 
creation account. Exciting reading. 350 pgs., 
paperback 
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Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, tasked with en
forcing Sharia law, believes men and women should 
not be allowed to mix on the streets of the Islam's 
second holiest place, where the Prophet Muhammad 
is buried. 

The clerical police, or Mutaween, are author
ized to arrest unrelated men and women caught 
socializing, anyone suspected of being homosexual 
or a prostitute, and to enforce Islamic dress codes 
(Can West News Service, Sept. 1, 2007). 
0 Mom, n °Dad, n Targeted 

• A new plan approved by the California Legisla
ture could be used to ban the words "dad" or "mom" 
in all public schools as being discriminatory against 
"partner 1 "' and "partner 2" in same-sex relation
ships, according to critics. 

The plan, SB777, has passed the state Assembly 
on a 43-23 vote and it now moves forward to Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who previously vetoed an
other similar plan, SB1437 from 2006. 

"SB 777 also will do away with such 'arcane' terms 
as 'mom and dad' and 'husband and wife.', 'Promot
ing a discriminatory bias' is so vague that it could be 
interpreted to mean that any reference to traditional 
families is discriminatory and requires equal time for 
radical sexual behavior" (WorldNetDaily, Sept. 12, 
2007). 
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Goat 
• KATHMANDU (Reuters)- Officials at Nepal's 

state-run airline have sacrificed two goats to appease 
Akash Bhairab, the Hindu sky god, following techni
cal problems with one of its Boeing 7 57 aircraft, the 
carrier said Tuesday. 

Nepal Airlines, which has two Boeing aircraft, 
has had to suspend some services in recent weeks 
due to the problem. 

The goats were sacrificed in front of the trouble
some aircraft Sunday at Nepal's only international 
airport in Kathmandu in accordance with Hindu tra
ditions, an official said. 

"The snag in the plane has now been fixed and 
the aircraft has resumed its flights," said Raju K.C., a 
senior airline official, without explaining what the 
problem had been (Sept. 2007). 

Atheists OHended 
• A Denver-area school district is being sued over 

a program that encourages teens to success by rec
ommending family support, diligence in homework, 
honesty, integrity, and tolerance. 

That's because among the 40 points in the "De
velopmental Assets that Teenagers Need to Succeed" 
is listed No. 19, the acknowledgement that, "My 
family participates in a religious or spiritual commu
nity." Two families of atheists say that's offensive. 

"To us that means go to church once a week," 
said Bob Tiernan, with the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation. "And we object to it on the basis that 
this is the government, the public school system tell
ing the students that they should go to church once a 
week" (WorldNetDaily, Oct. 18, 2007). 

An Essay 
• Since the beginning of the gospel, disciples of 

Jesus have been confronted by secular challenges to 
the most basic canons of our foundational guidance, 
those set forth in Holy Scripture. These challenges 
have increased exponentially in the last century, in 
large measure because of cultural dissolution, which 
is the direct result of the dissolution of traditional 
families- broken marriages, leaving distraught chil
dren in their wake. 

Marriage is the foundation for the family, which 
in turn, serves as the foundation for society. The 
Christian marriage paradigm is built on a foundation 
of five principles. First, God is the creator of the 
marriage relationship; second, heterosexuality is 
God's pattern for marriage; third, monogamy is 
God's design for marriage; fourth, God's plan for 



marriage is for physical and spiritual unity, and fifth, 
marriage was designed to be permanent 

Marriage, as an institution, is currently under as
sault from many quarters, one of the most menacing 
being the challenge to traditional sexual morality. It 
is no small irony that not only are homosexuals chal
lenging the status of traditional marriage, but sexual 
immorality leading to broken marriages also fosters 
homosexual pathology. 

Ballard 
• Thank you for your recent publication of my 

article "Love and Grace." I will use the complemen
tary copies to promote the FF as always. I know it 
makes no difference in eternity for God gets the 
glory and not man, but from a human standpoint, 
you committed the unpardonable sin: you misspelled 
my name! It should be "Ballard" not "Banard". Seri
ously, though, keep up the good work and I will keep 
promoting. Mac Ballard 

Thank you, Mac, and sorry about misspelling 
your name - you can give me forty stripes save one 
with a wet noodle when next we meet. We will make 
every effort to do better in the future. 

Miller Pulls logo 
• The Miller Brewing Co. is asking organizers of 

a "gay" street celebration in San Francisco to remove 
its logo from a promotional poster portraying Jesus 
Christ and his disciples as "half-naked homosexual 
sadomasochists." 

The annual street event includes displays of nu
dity and sexual activity. It describes its mission as or
ganizing "world-class volunteer driven leather 
events, providing the adult alternative lifestyle com
munity safe venues for self-expression, emphasizing 
freedom, fun and frolic, while raising money to ben
efit San Francisco charities." 

This is not an endorsement of Miller Brewing 
Company. 

Elton John 
• LONDON, UK, - Popular homosexual musi

cian Elton John, who regularly promotes homosexu
ality and has said he would ban Christianity, may be 
in hot water as police have seized one of his pieces of 
"art" on suspicion of breaching child pornography 
laws. According to media reports police seized the 
photographic image from an art gallery in Tyneside. 

Apart from promoting homosexuality, John has 
expressed his contempt for Christianity. In an August 
2006 interview Elton John said, "I think religion has 

always tried to turn hatred towards gay people. Reli
gion promotes the hatred and spite against gays. But 
there are so many Christian people I know who are 
gay and love their religion." 

John added that he would ban religion, speaking 
in context about Christianity. "From my point of 
view I would ban religion completely, even though 
there are some wonderful things about it. I love the 
idea of the teachings of Jesus Christ and the beautiful 
stories about it, which I loved in Sunday school and I 
collected all the little stickers and put them in my 
book. But the reality is that organised religion 
doesn't seem to work. It turns people into hateful 
lemmings and it's not really compassionate." 

Elton John's wish to ban Christianity is what 
most homosexuals want. To "overlook this igno
rance" and refuse to condemn the unholy and im
pure practice of sodomy is to divide the house 
against itself . . . and that cannot stand (Sept. 26, 
2007, LifeSiteNews.com). 

Porn 
• A former Arlington County youth sports coach 

and civil rights lawyer who once headed Virginia's 
American Civil Liberties Union chapter was sen
tenced to seven years in federal prison for buying 
child pornography that prosecutors labeled sadistic 
and masochistic. 

Dressed in an orange-and-white jumpsuit, Rust
Tierney, a divorced father of two boys, read tearfully 
from a prepared statement before U.S. District Court 
Judge T.S. Ellis III handed down the sentence in the 
federal court in Alexandria. 

"I stand before you with contrition, remorse and 
shame," Rust-Tierney said (Washington Post, Sept. 7, 
2007). 

U.N. to Address Forced Conversions to Islam 
• Headlines this week reported that Migsti 

Haile, a 33-year-old Christian woman, was tortured 
to death in Eritrea for refusing to recant her faith, 
and the European Center for Law and Justice is ask
ing the United Nations to address what it described 
as the growing problem of forced religious conver
sions around the world. 

"We had been getting notification from lawyers 
and human rights groups that this issue was growing, 
and we thought it was high time that the United Na
tions address it," Jay Sekulow, chief counsel for the 
ECLJ as well as the organization's U.S. affiliate, the 
American Center for Law and Justice, said. 

He said the problem is not necessarily always na-
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tional governments, but local governments and area 
factions, which are "putting pressure" on people and 
"threatening people with up to death if they don't 
renounce their conversion to Christianity" 
(WorldNetDaily, Sept. 9, 2007). 
11Sister" Preacher 

• More than one third of all clergy in Finland's 
largest church body are women, and female pastors 
are expected to outnumber male clergy by 2015, ac
cording to Agence France-Presse. 

"In 1986 we organized the work in a way so that 
conflicts were avoided, but now that the number of 
women ordained is sharply increasing, it's not pos
sible anymore," Archbishop J ukka Paarma told AFP. 

The Lutheran Church of Finland has approved 
the ordination of women for 21 years and according 
to the denomination's Church Annual Report 2006, 
opposition to female clergy has decreased. 

"[B]ut the attitudes of those who oppose it have 
become even stricter," the report stated. 

While opponents of women ordination make up 
only two percent of Finnish pastors, the continual in
crease of female clergy has prompted serious con
flicts in the church in recent months. 

file World's Wealthiest Poor 
• Q: Some lament that 37 million Americans 

struggle with incredible poverty every day. You say it 
is not so simple or accurate to think of them as truly 
poor. What do you mean? 

A: Well, when those folks say that one in eight 
Americans do not have enough money for food, shel
ter or clothing, that's generally what the average citi
zen is thinking about when they hear the word "pov
erty." But if that's what we mean by poverty, then 
virtually none of these 3 7 million people that are os
tensibly poor are actually poor. In reality, the gov
ernment runs multiple surveys that allow us to exam
ine the physical living conditions of these individuals 
in great detail. 

When you look at the people who some insist are 
poor, what you find is that the overwhelming major
ity of them have cable television, have air condition
ing, have microwaves, have two color TVs; 45 per
cent of them own their own homes, which are typi
cally three-bedroom homes with 1.5 baths in very 
good condition. On average, poor people who live in 
either apartments or in houses are not crowded and 
actually have more living space than the average per
son living in European countries, such as France, 
Italy or England. 
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Also, a lot of people believe that poor people are 
malnourished. But in fact when you look at the aver
age nutriment intake of poor children, it is virtually 
indistinguishable from upper-middle-class children. 
In fact, poor kids by the time they reach age 18 or 19 
are taller and heavier than the average middle-class 
teenagers in the 19 5Os at the time of Elvis. And the 
boys, when they reach 18, are a full one inch taller and 
10 pounds heavier than the Gls storming the beaches 
of Normandy. It's pretty hard to accomplish that if 
you are facing chronic food shortages throughout 
your life (Front Page Magazine, Sept. 12, 2007). 

rouche 
• The story begins at Michigan State University 

with a mechanical engineering professor named 
Indrek Wichman. Wichman sent an e-mail to the 
Muslim Student's Association. The e-mail was in re
sponse to the students' protest of the Danish car
toons that portrayed the Prophet Muhammad as a 
terrorist. The group had complained the cartoons 
were "hate speech." 

Enter Professor Wichman. In his e-mail, he said 
the following: 
Dear Muslim Association: 

As a professor of Mechanical Engineering here at 
MSU I intend to protest your protest. I am offended 
not by cartoons, but by more mundane things like 
beheadings of civilians, cowardly attacks on public 
buildings, suicide murders, murders of Catholic 
priests {the latest in Turkey), burnings of Christian 
churches, the continued persecution of Coptic Chris
tians in Egypt, the imposition of Sharia law on non
Muslims, the rapes of Scandinavian girls and women 
(called "whores" in your culture), the murder of film 
directors in Holland, and the rioting and looting in 
Paris, France. 

This is what offends me, a soft-spoken person 
and academic, and many, many of my colleagues. I 
counsel you dissatisfied, aggressive, brutal, and un
civilized slave-trading Muslims to be very aware of 
this as you proceed with your infantile "protests." 

If you do not like the values of the West - see 
the 1st Amendment - you are free to leave. I hope 
for God's sake that most of you choose that option. 

Please return to your ancestral homelands and 
build them up yourselves instead of troubling Ameri
cans. 

Cordially, 
I. S. Wichman 

Professor of Mechanical Engineering 



New Study 
• NASHVILLE, September 18, 2007 - A new 

study, entitled the Exodus Project and conducted by 
two psychologists, has determined that, through "re
ligiously mediated means," it is possible for homo
sexual individuals to leave their old lifestyle and em
brace the heterosexual lifestyle. The study also de
termined that, contrary to mainstream scientific 
thought, the effort to change one's inclinations away 
from homosexuality does not appear to be psycho
logically problematic. 

In the words of the authors themselves, "The 
study is the first on the subject of sexual orientation 
change to be done in accordance with rigorous scien
tific and ethical standards, and it is the first to pro
duce reliable hard data on whether it is possible to 
change sexual orientation through the interventions 
delivered by religious ministry organizations." 

The study authors are Mark A. Yarhouse, a pro
fessor of psychology at Regent University in Virginia 
and Stanton L. Jones, professor of psychology at 
Wheaton College in Illinois. 

All participants of the study received counseling 
through Exodus International, a Christian organiza
tion focused on ministering to individuals who want 
to or have left the homosexual lifestyle. 

The final results of the study show that, by the 
study's conclusion, 38 percent of the participants 
had successfully left the homosexual lifestyle (either 
changed to a heterosexual lifestyle or embraced chas
tity despite their homosexual inclinations). Another 
29 percent demonstrated only partial success in de
parting from the homosexual way of life but vowed 
to keep up their efforts. Of the remaining numbers, 
only 8 percent reverted to an active homosexual life. 

The timing of this study's release is especially 
poignant as the American Psychological Association 
(APA) continues to appoint largely "gay-affirmative" 
individuals to the newly formed Task Force on Ap
propriate Responses to Sexual Orientation. Accord
ing to the APA website, the official position of the 
APA is that homosexuality is neither a choice nor a 
changeable characteristic (LifeSiteNews.com). 

Yoga 

• Many believe they can practice yoga postures, 
breathing, and focusing techniques devoid of yoga's 
spirituality. 

Today, yoga in America has more than 70,000 
yoga teachers working in 20,000 locations. Although 
viewed primarily as fitness instructors, these trainers 

are in reality the leading missionaries of eastern reli
gion in the west. The twenty-seven billion dollar a 
year yoga industry is marketed to students, athletes, 
businessmen, pregnant women and senior citizens 
promising solutions for stress reduction, concentra
tion problems, and issues of self confidence. 

Once viewed by Christians as a pagan import 
from the East, yoga has now become mainstream in 
the church through "Christ-centered yoga classes" 
designed to help improve spirituality and experience 
"the presence of God." But yoga's mysticism is not 
compatible with Christianity. 

Mama don't allow ••• 
• Officials at Baylor University in Waco, Texas, 

ordered the shutdown of one of the school's distin
guished professors' personal websites because the 
site, hosted on the university's server, supported In
telligent Design. Robert Marks, distinguished profes
sor of electrical and computer engineering at Baylor, 
launched a website called the Evolutionary 
Informatics Lab in June that offered scientific sup
port for Intelligent Design. 
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William Dembski, a research professor in phi
losophy at Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, told BP, "Robert Marks is a world-class expert 
in the field of evolutionary computing, and yet the 
Baylor administration, without any consideration of 
the actual content of Marks' work at the Evolution
ary Informatics Lab, decided to shut it down simply 
because there were anonymous complaints linking 
the lab to Intelligent Design." 

Lori Fogleman, director of media communica
tions at Baylor, told BP, "This isn't about the content 
of the website. Really the issue is related to Baylor's 
policies and procedures of approving centers, insti
tutes, products using the university's name" (CR 
Daily, Sept. 2007). 

Little Girl 
• PATRICK, Nev. - An Oregon rugby player 

remains in jail Tuesday after being arrested on charges 
he left his 2-year-old daughter in a vehicle in the park
ing lot of a Nevada brothel on a 95-degree day. 

Lucien Hoffman, of Bend, Ore., is being held in 
the Storey County Detention Center in lieu of 
$40,000 bail on charges of child neglect. 

Police arrested Hoffman early Sunday night at 
the World Famous Mustang Ranch brothel in Sparks, 
Nev., after a security guard found the child crying in
side the car, according to Storey County Sheriff's 
Det./Sgt. Kenneth Quirk (Sept. 2007). 

Die 
• Rampaging Muslims have killed 10 Christians, 

injured 61 others, destroyed nine churches and dis
placed more than 5 00 people in northern Nigeria, 
according to eyewitnesses - all because Muslim 
high school students claimed a Christian student had 
drawn a cartoon of Islam's prophet, Muhammad, on 
the wall of the school's mosque. 

The rampage occurred Sept. 28 in the town of 
Tudun Wada Dankadai, in Nigeria's northern state of 
Kano. 

According to Compass Direct News, which spe
cializes in reporting on Christian persecution world
wide, there are 1,500 students at the high school, 
called Government College-Tudun Wada Dankadai, 
of which only 14 are Christians, and only seven of 
those actually live on campus. The Christian students 
at the school insist no one ever saw the alleged car
toon, and furthermore that no one in the tiny minority 
group of Christians would have dared such a feat, es
pecially during Ramadan (WorldNetDaily, Sept. 
2007) 
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Promoting Perversity 

• Tearing ... tearing at the decent thread that 
holds our society together! That is the goal of many 
in our country ... to completely usurp the long-held 
values that good Americans have held for so 
long. Whether it is promoting perversity in main
stream American culture, or opposing Christians at 
every turn, secular forces are busy. 

Our nation has experienced blessings from God 
for centuries. We've blessed him in the past. Now, we 
are severely lacking in that area. What replaces our 
lack of respect for God is perverse in every sense. 
When Christians and good folk drop the ball in so
ciety, something evil takes the place of our lack of ef
fort. 

And believe it or not, communism is manifesting 
itself in various ways in our nation. It isn't dead folks; 
it is only taking on a slyer, more "hip" form to fool the 
public into accepting it. I've mentioned in an earlier 
article that there are many people who want to silence 
Christians. They promote the perverse as normal. 

On CNN's Glenn Beck's website, he lists the 
1963 Communist Goals. Communists have infil
trated every area of our lives and are active today to 
make sure their goals are met (www.glennbeck.com/ 
news/03212002.shtml ). Numbers 20-31 on the site 
accurately describes what we are witnessing in regards 
to our social and moral slide. 

Who misses the days of wholesome family enter
tainment? With today's television lineup, you are 
exposed mostly to garbage. And we wonder why 
our society is messed up. Garbage in, garbage out. 

There is barely anything of substance to look for
ward to this fall. The shows' themes are decidedly 
darker, and it's no coincidence that shows are trend
ing this way. Be aware of what you are watching and 
who you are giving ratings to. In a dark world, the 
last thing I would want to see on my television is 
more shows with themes of a dark nature. 

Christians should be watchful and alert to what 
is going on today. Do not become tantalized by the 
secular devices that try to grab our attention. 

Stupid Is as Stupid Does 
• PORTLAND, Ore. - Snake collector Matt 

Wilkinson of Portland grabbed a 20-inch rattler from 
the highway near Maupin, and three weeks later, to 
impress his ex-girlfriend, he stuck the serpent in his 
mouth. 

He was soon near death with a swollen tongue 
that blocked his throat. Trauma doctors at the Or-



ega n Health and Science University saved his life. 
"You can assum e alcoho l was in volved ," he said. 

Actua ll y, not just beer. It was someth ing he called a 
"mixture of stupid stuff." 

Survey 

• A survey of news stories in seven English
speaking countri es conducted by the Family Re
search Institute shows rhar incidents of reacher-pupi l 
sex are most often perpetrated by male ho mosex ua l 
teachers. Overa ll , 43 percem of teachers who made 
the news for hav ing sex w ith th e ir pu pi ls over the 
last 27 years were ho mosexual. 

H o mosexual teachers violated 1 ,925 (56 pe r
cent) of t he 3,457 pupil-v ictims. Women were 11 
pe rcent of perpetrato rs, bu t a heterosexual fe male 
teacher was least apt to have sex with pupi ls, Ch ris
tian Newswire reponed Thursday. 

Lex is-Nexis was sea rched from 1980 thro ugh 
2006 uncovering 902 teache rs who had sex w ith pu
pils. Teachers w ho engaged in ho mosexua lity consti
tuted 63 pe rcent of perpetrators in Ireland, 62 per-
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cent in New Zealand, 60 percent in Canada, 54 per
cent in Scotl and, 48 percent in Australia, 47 percent 
in England and 35 pe rcent in the United States. 

The stud y was publ ished in the new, free-access, 
o n-line, pee r-reviewed Empirical j ournal of Sante
Sex Sexual Behavior, www.ejssb.org. W hile most aca
demic journals don't publish a rticles that might pose 
difficu lties for the gay move ment, th e journal takes 
and req uires no position on gay rights from irs con
tributors. 

One girl ... 
• You can ca ll them glu ttons for pun ishment. 

They've begun ca ll ing themselves that. 
After no children o r parents showed for Planned 

Parenthood of West Texas' "Real Life-Real Talk" sex 
educatio n session in August, organi zation o ffici als re
sc heduled the wo rksho p fo r Tuesday n ight at the 
Episcopal C hurch of the H eaven ly Rest at South 6'11 

a nd Meander streets. 
T h is time, after fou r reachers and a program di

rector drove two hours from M idland, o ne girl at
tend ed. 

PPFA 
• CNSNews.com - Despite a drop in donations 

and the fi rst fa ll in income from clinics in its history, 
the na tion's biggest abo rtion provider made a high 
profit last year, thanks to the American taxpayer. 
Pro-li fers wam this to stop. 

During its 2005-2006 fisca l year, th e nonprofit 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America per
formed a reco rd 264,943 abo rtions, attained a high 
profit o f $55.8 mi llion and received record taxpayer 
funding of $305 .3 millio n. 

According to irs an nua l report, income is divided 
rough ly into th ree majo r catego ri es : clinic income 
(fees charged to customers at cl inics); donations 
(gifts from corporatio ns, foundations and individu
als); and taxpayer money (grants and contracts from 
fede ral, stare and local government) . 

Fo r th e yea r july 1, 2005, through June 30, 
2006, Planned Pa renthood received $345.1 mill ion 
in clinic income, $305.3 million in taxpayer funding 
and $212.2 mill io n in donations. Total income 
reached $902.8 mill ion w hile total expenses came to 
847.0 milli o n, leaving a pro fi t of $55 .8 milli on. FF 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Help from the Holy Spirit? 

Question: Please explain John 16:13. Some 
friends of mine say this means the Holy Spirit 

helps us in our Bible study if we are sincere in our 
search for truth. (G.M.) 
A nswer: John 16:13 says, "When the Spirit of 

..r-ltruth comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 
There are three reasons why I believe this prom

ise was just to the apostles and not to later believers. 
1) This is a promise of revelation and inspira

tion. 
Jesus had previously promised these same 

apostles, "Whoever receives you receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives him who sent me" 
(Matt. 1 0:40). 

Paul, who was an apostle like "one untimely 
born" (1 Cor. 15 :8), explains how the process of rev
elation works. '~ssuming that you have heard of the 
stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for 
you, how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read 
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of 
men in other generations as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit" (Eph. 
3:2-5). 

This makes the chain of revelation clear. The 
message is a mystery; meaning it can only be known 
by revelation from God. God's Spirit, as Christ 
promised, has revealed it to the apostles and proph
ets. They in turn have written it, as Paul has done in 
this instance to the Ephesians. When we read, we can 
understand it. The revelation is now ours. 

Everyone who believes the Bible to be the word 
of God agrees that the apostles received a special 
revelation of all truth through the Holy Spirit. Since 
the apostles were used in that way, it is not at all 
strange that a special promise related to that mission 
should be given. 

Because the promise is a promise of revelation, it 
promises more than most Christians believe the 
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Spirit does for the rest of us. What believer today 
would claim to be guided into all truth, or its nega
tive corollary, to be kept from all error, as the 
apostles were? 

2) The promise was spoken specifically to the 
apostles, in a context indicating it was applicable 
only to them . 

The words are part of a series of discourses of 
Jesus (recorded in John, chapters 13-17), all taking 
place in the upper room where Jesus and his disciples 
celebrated the Passover, and Jesus instituted the 
Lord's Supper. 

John only alludes to the celebrating of the Pass
over and does not mention the institution of the 
Lord's supper, but he makes it clear that the washing 
of the disciples' feet, which he records here, hap
pened on that occasion Uohn 13: 1). Following that 
reference to the eating of the Passover, John 18: 1 is 
the next indication of a change of locale. Even there 
a change of audience is not involved. 

"The disciples" include Peter (13: 6), Judas 
Iscariot (13:26), Thomas (14:5), Philip (14:8), and 
Judas not Iscariot (14:22); in other words, the 
twelve. That agrees with Matthew, who also re
ported the twelve were the ones in attendance at this 
Passover celebration (Matt. 26:20). 
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In the same discourse, on the Spirit of truth, it is 
promised, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 
things and bring to your remembrance all that I have 
said to you" Uohn 14:26). Obviously this promise is 
only applicable to those who were with him and 
heard him. 

Jesus said further, to the same people, the 
apostles, on the same occasion, "But when the Helper 
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will 
bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, 
because you have been with me from the beginning" 
Uohn 15 :26-27). This again is applicable only to the 
apostles. It is they "who have accompanied us during 
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among 
us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when he was taken up from us" (Acts 1:21-22). This is 
what enables them to testify as witnesses of the resur
rection. 

And the Spirit, it is promised, "will guide you 
into all truth" Uohn 16: 13). That is a very compre
hensive promise. Believers today, even those who be
lieve they are somehow illumined by the Holy Spirit 
in their understanding of Scripture, do not claim 
they are guided into all truth. 

Of course, the mere fact that only the apostles 
were present when Jesus spoke these words does not 
by itself mean they are applicable only to the 
apostles. Jesus gave some instructions to the apostles 
that they were to pass on to other believers. The 
great commission is an example. 

But in this case the promise is in the context of 
other promises only applicable to the apostles and 
only realized by the apostles. 

3) Since the passage is a promise of revelation 
and inspiration, there is no application of the prom
ise that fits uninspired believers. 

Those who teach that this promise relates to be
lievers today show concern that it not be interpreted 
as a promise of inspiration. Yet, short of that, what is 
left of the supposed promise? 

Among evangelical protestants, the idea that the 
Holy Spirit guides believers today into all truth is re
ferred to as the doctrine of illumination. 

Most text books written by evangelicals on 
hermeneutics, or biblical interpretation, contain a 
section indicating a need to rely on the Holy Spirit 
for divine illumination. However, the same book will 
also emphasize the need to understand grammar, his
torical setting, figures of speech, etc. Often the book 

will contain a warning not to confuse illumination 
with inspiration. Yet there is a compelling desire to 
say the Holy Spirit does something for the believer in 
his Bible study. 

The problem is that two dedicated people study
ing the same passage, both claiming the Spirit is 
guiding them, come to different, sometimes contra
dictory conclusions about the passage. 

In the case of Jesus and the apostles, there is ob
jective evidence of inspiration. As Nicodemus said to 
Jesus, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
unless God is with him" Uohn 3:2}. The gospel "was 
declared first by the Lord," but "was attested to us by 
those who heard, while God also bore witness by 
signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will" 
(Heb. 2:3-4 ). 

No such confirmation is claimed or promised 
with respect to what is called illumination. 

Certainly, we must rely on God, Christ and 
God's Spirit in everything we do, including seeking 
God's will in Scripture. "If anyone's will is to do 
God's will, he will know whether the teaching is 
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from God or whether I am speaking on my own au
thority" Uohn 7: 17}. "Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be sati s
fied" (Matt. 5 :6}. 

We must approach the task of Bible study 
prayerfully, humbly, seeking to know God's will, as 
opposed to seeking to confirm our own wi ll , if we 
are to come to correct conclusions. 

That, however, is a different thing altogether 
than a direct action of the Spirit il luminating us. 

Believers in il lumination almost all make a clear 
distinction between the inspiration of the apostles in 
Scriprure and il lumination of the believer today, as to 
certain ty and authority. Roy B. Zuck, in a journal ar
ticle entitl ed "The Role of the Holy Spirit in Herme
neutics" (Bibliotheca Sacra, vo l. 141, p. 121) says, 
" Inerrancy and hence infallibili ty are characteristics 
of the Bible's original manuscripts, bur nor of the 
Bible's interpreters." Indeed! 

Bur inerrancy and authority are in the manu
scripts because of the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
authors. If the Holy Spirit is rea ll y guiding the inter
preter, why is what the H oly Spirit guides him or her 
to understand not as su rely the word of God as that 
which the same Holy Spirit guided the apostl es to 
write? 

Since, after the Spirit has done what he does, we 
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have no guarantee of the certainty of our conclusions 
or applications, what has he done, after al l? 

When the idea of the Spiri t's illumination is suffi
ciently explained and hedged so that every Christian 
is deemed not to be as inspired as the apostles, we 
are left to inquire as to wherher rhere is indeed any 
direct di vine activity. 

Christ promised the Holy Spirit to his apostl es. 
He guided them into all truth . When they spoke or 
wrote, the revelation God gave them was passed on 
to us. We receive it by correctl y handling Scripture. 

Postscript . What I have sa id in thi s response is 
nor a denial that the H oly Spirit is al ive and active 
today. 

He dwells in the child of God ('I Cor. 6 :1 9). We 
must be led by the Spirit of God in order ro be sons 
of God (Rom. 8:14}. 

However, the Spirit does nor lead us by impulses, 
urges or shivery feel ings. We are led by the Spirit as 
we believe and obey the word of God the Father and 
of Christ the Son, which the Holy Spirit has revealed 
through Scri pture. 
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a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (liz mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Cenrral45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

_ California _ Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Buellton_ Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call to~ay for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 p~perback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$24.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus S2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Ans·we .. s 
h~· Gu~· \'. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ...... .. ... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book· $4. 75/bo/h books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready ..lbtswea•s 
to Religions Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

Thi s c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3'h"x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
\'cslcrda)· and Toda)' 
b)· llu..ton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Cont emporary Concerns 
of Christians 

By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-621 6 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent. though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page. $45 for a half page. $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches. $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified , directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
(888) 367-6216 (toll free) • fax (979) 553-3721 • jprophet@quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 

by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spiri t and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
th rough inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible. but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6. 25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes. Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance. is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific. and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so: whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED For Sale 
Restorntion Reprint~. mhcr hook' at great price;. 
For free ll>t send S.A.S.E. 10 lhrgatn Bookfindcr.. 
159 Gilhon Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
bn)' religious hooks and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student ? Moving to Atl:uu a? Welcome w Avondale 
- an active c<>ngreg:uion. 401 7 /llemorial Dr .. 
Decatur, ( ,A 300.12 (404) 299-1475. 

Advertising in this sedion is $2.00 per line per month, mtmmum charge S 10. This sedion is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desi red month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Retire tu Labelle, Florida, or come for vacanon. 
Faithful congrcption to worship with. Cent ral 

======================================Church uf Chri't 60 Hendry Street L~bclle FL 

Preachers Needed Preachers Available 33935 te lephone s63-675-4796. 3o minutes from 
Fo rt t\lyers FL. Old Florida life;ryle. 

The lledford Church o f Ch ri~ t, in the Dall:t'>/Forr 
Worth area i'> in need of a sound,middlc-agc. family 
man 10 he u ur full-rime mini,tcr. Contact Gerald 
Ball at (S 17) 545-1597. Send re,ume with refer
ence> and photo to: Gerald 11.111 at the Bedford 
Church of Christ, 240 I !Iedford, TX 76021 

Youth minister needed: fjJuc St.tr r Church of C hrist 
in Claremore, Oklahoma ha> ;tn 11nmediatc 
opening fur a ;,pmtuall) m.nure young m;Jn ·farnilr 
to work \\ 11h a well e>t:tbh.,hcd routh/parcnr 
group. We .ue a congregation of 200+ lamilie>. 
J>JCJ\e ;,end resume Ill rccei\•e :til inforrn.ltiOn packet 
and lJUeStionnaire for rhe po'>ition w 319 E. Ulue 
Starr, Cl.trcmore, OK 740 17 or c-m.til to 
sheil.1(11 blnc;tarrch urch.org. 

Full-time preacher needed. l':tlacious C hurch of 
Chri\1 is looking fo r ~ m.trried man, ~ound in the 
f~ith . Send a rc'>t llne ~nd rnpc of a recent ;ermon 
to Charb I Juno, P.O. Box 904. 1'.1l.tciuu;, TX 
77469 or conract Ch.trles I Juno Jt (36 1) 972· 
2 132 or (l6 1) 972-309 1 for more inform.uion. 

East Wood Church o f C hrist in l'ari'>, Tcnnc.,;ec is 
scckmg a )·outh •a.,.,ociatc minl'>ter. \Vc prefer song 
lc~dmg skill'>, some cxpcnence, work primarlr wit h 
the youth group, preach occa"nnally, tc.tch classes. 
etc. Conract hr email: castwdco(!r bdlsoutiJ.net or 
fax II'> m 73 1-642-2574 or our mailing address is: 
800 Ea;t Wood Street l'.tri>, T ' 3!!242 

----
The Bell A\'cnuc C hurch o f C hrist in Amarillo, 
TX ha; a pulpit tmnisrcr po"11on open. 1600 Bell 
Street. Anwillo, TX 79106, (1!06)355-235 1. 
bacoc(!tlllltt/OIIItlll:.com, www.bcllaveltue.org. 
Com act: D.ttlll)' II nney, dctlllt)'i"mey(o ttl/.11ct (806) 
352-0210, 

Prc~cher Sought: A fu ll time mini>rcr i'> needed fo r 
the Shiprock church of Chri't. Located in the 
1 orthca>t corner of New /llcxico thi~ work is ~ 
mi;\ion t) pc work wuh the ' atl\'e American 

avajo n~t ion. This work i' over..ee n h)' the 
elder.hip of the lkookland church of Christ in 
Brookland, Arkansas. The Shiprock congregation 
is a sound and faithfu l group of ~bout 25 members 
w11h oppununinc, for grO\\ th. \'i'c arc \ceking a 
married m~n t h~t i ~ ~ou nd, family oriented, 
knowledgeable, and po"c.,,c., good communication 
skilk We c;tn \ltppl)' a good '~br)' .md .1 nice 3-
bedroom, 2-bath mobile home. If you .tre uuere>tcd 
in ,tppl)•mg, ple.t'c >Ubmll a rc\lune, .1 r.tpcd !.Crmon 
(video or audio). and reference; to: Brookland 
church of Christ, Ann: Elder'>, 9664 ll ighwa) 49B 
North, Urookland, AR 724 17. If you need 
additional information feel free to comacr us at 
870-932-5307. 

Gosp e l preac her ava il~l>l e for pulpit work, 
preferably \\C\1 of l·ort Wurth, l'na>. Q,·cr -10 
year' cxpcnence wit h church.:;, ul Chr"t (not 
liberal) prc.tching, teadung and \\ riling. l'lc.l'>e reply 
to: Gthpcl l're.ldler.I'.O. flu, )4 I H. I lur..t, Tcxa' 
760)4. 

A great ideal 

Give a gift subscription to 

Firm Foundation. 

{888) 367-6216 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 
$9.99Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3. 50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

'\1ctory 
8ver 

CJ:rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

for lho'<' who haH' l'\pcrit.•ntecl dl'l.Ollr.tgl'
tnl!lll, clo;,!ppntntmt•nt, p.1111, .:riel. doubt, tht> 
hoo~ uf t•nc our.J.:emt•nt, t•nti~:htnwnt, ) tr!'IIHih, 
dorcuoun from thl! hw or Jnh i) tor wu. 
Que'''"'" rt•mm ed trom th.tpiN t·nding'> on 
hardh,td. eclollnn; tm•\t•nt,JIIIlll I>•IIW mdudt•d. 
This;,,, "ondt•nul wn boo~. 
$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Tt·'·'' "'"'ttlt•m ... ultlt• !';' '·" 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

{888) 367-6216 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe and Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
II'Ord-jor-11·ord accuracy and pre
cision, literlll)' beawy.readability 

76.000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance o••er 1-1.500 references 

Book Int roductions 
summari=ing the centra/theme and 
message of each book 

Full -co lor maps 
including a comprehensive OW!rl'iew 
of.lesus' l(f'e and minisiiJ'. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.5 pt. type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 
158-134-3507 .................. $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pt. type 
Bonded leather 
158-134-3183 Black ....... $44.99 
158-134-3191 Burgundy ..... $44.99 
Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 Black ....... $59.99 
158-134-3205 Burgundy ..... $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134-3876 Black text .... $32.99 
158-134-3167 Red Letter ... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year Bible 
158-134-3167 Hardcover ... $29.99 
158-134-4449 Paperback ... $18.99 
Classic Thinline Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-1 34-3736 ................... $29.99 

Large Print 12.75 pt. type 
Black Leather 
158-134-6753 Genuine ...... $74.99 
158-134-6581 Bonded ........ $59.99 
158-134-659x Hardcover ........ $34.99 

$5.00 s&h 
O rder from Firm Foundation 
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Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201 , 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus S4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
Vo/s. 1, 2 

30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

b~· l)onald B. l)d'oung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun to 
perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

Vo l. 1 $ 11.99 $3.50 s&h 
Vo l. 2 $1 0.99 $3.50s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-621 6 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
November 2007 

Address service requested. 

PoRTRAIT OF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By I lis actions? By I lis likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, ' 'What about me? I 
wam a religion that fi lls my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God' s author
ity and to recognize God as the Most l lo ly One. The un
folding o f man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentOIJ' on the entire scope of the Bible 
• a book that thrills, instructs. and rivets the reader's 

attemion 
• complete - leaves no questions. no lack o./'direction 

Don M cWhorter 
host or television program Bible Talk 

Co-nuthor of Living Together in Knowledge 
Author o r God 's IVom(ln: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 092954041 7 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 

plus S4.00 shipping and hand ling 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

O rder rrom Firm Founda tion • (888) 367-62 16 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2 :19. 2007 

Vo l. 122 Houston, Texas • December 2007 No. 12 

{In the first installment, Alexander Campbell artfully draws a distinction between being dead in the world 
and alive in Christ. He points out that a person on earth may be alive and yet dead, or may be dead and yet 
alive. He ingenuously takes note of the living-dead, and the dead-living. One may be alive to God and therefore 
dead to the world, or he may be alive to the world and dead to God. Campbell points out that "the new life 
which we have begun in us by the Spirit of God when united to Christ. For "we are dead, and our life is hid in 
Christ by God." And, therefore, "when Christ our life shall appear, we also shall appear with him in glory."] 

Life and Death 
By Alexander Ca mpbe ll (decea sed) 

Second Installment 

T his spir itual connection is very apposite ly 
and beautifu lly set forth by the Savior him
self under the similitude of a vine and its 

branches. Addressing his disciples, he said, "I am the 
vine; you are the branches. He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth fo rth much fruit : fo r 
without me you can do nothing." T he vital fluid that 
is in the root and in the stem circulates through all 
the branches. To this they owe their ve rdure, their 
odor and the ir fruitfu lness. The life that is in the root 
is in the branches. Dissevered from that, they wither 
and perish. Connection with the vine is li fe, if life be 
in the vine; separation from it is death . Thus rea
soned the Great Teacher. 

On another occasion he sa id, " I am the bread 
that came down from heaven. If any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live foreve r; and the bread that r will 
give him is my flesh, which I wi ll give for the life o f 
the world." Of th is bread he said , "Except you eat 
the fl esh of the Son of man, and drink hi s blood, you 

have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and 
drinketh my blood hath eternal life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day." On another occasion he said, 
" I pray ... for them who shall believe on me, that 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me and I 
in thee; that they also may he one in us." This is that 
union and communion with the Divine Father and 
hi s beloved Son which constitutes spiritual and eter
nal li fe . And to him that is ali ve to God there is no 
ete rnal life, no eternal glory, no immortality greater, 
more desirable, more blissful, than this. How truly, 
then, may it be sa id that "Christ is ou r life" - that 
he is the way, the truth and THE LIFE - that we are 
dead, and that our life is laid up in him by God! 

Still, the new constitution, in all its sublime de
velopments, exhibits the Holy Spi rit of God as the 
immediate source and fountain of all sp iritual life in 
us. God alone " has life in himself," underived, 
unoriginated, untreated. H e is life's fountain, irs 
eternal spring, its unwasting fu lness. He imparted ir 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

The Seventh Trumpet 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he amazing book of Revelation is a bugaboo to some good 
people, but a failure to come to grips with the teaching of 
the closing book of the Bible is a serious mistake. 

It robs us of a blessing (Rev. 1 :3 ). 
The book of Revelation is a magnificent summation of the 

Bible - which is a book of Revelations. It brings us back to the 
beginning of earthly things and makes us acutely aware of the 
mystery of human life. It tells us who we are, why we are, and 
whether we go - a veritable quo vidas? 

It is appropriate that the last book in the Bible place an em
phasis on last things (for the benefit of theological scholars, "last 
things" means "eschatology"). 

Anyway, the book of Revelation keeps bringing us back to that 
fateful day appointed by the Creator "in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men by his resurrection 
from the dead." 

It is nothing short of astonishing that all self-appointed ex
perts in biblical lore (or even those who have been appointed by 
theological seminaries to pontificate1 sacred scriptures) miss the 
point. 

The last book of the Bible describes the spiritual battle of Ar
mageddon ... the war between good and evil and the ultimate vic
tory of truth. It began when Jesus said "It is finished," and will 
continue until he says "It is done." 

The book of Revelation reiterates that marvelous day when 
time shall be no more and all enter that realm where they tell not 
time by years, and there is no night there - after the seals are all 
broken, after all the trumpets sound, and after all the bowls of 
wrath are poured out, then will come that great final judgment 
day. That is truly the ultimate - the eschatological - end of our 
universe. It ends in eternal bliss or eternal woe. 

Let us respectfully listen to the sounding of the seventh trumpet: 

Revelation 11:15-19 
15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there followed great 
voices in heaven, and they said, The kingdom of the world is be
come the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall 
reign forever and ever. 

1 to speak or express opinions in a pompous or dogmatic way 



16 And the four and twenty elders, who sit before God on 
their thrones, fell upon their faces and worshipped God, 

17 saying, We give thee thanks, 0 Lord God, the Almighty, 
who art and who wast; because thou hast taken thy great power, 
and didst reign. 

18 And the nations were wroth, and thy wrath came, and the 
time of the dead to be judged, and the time to give their reward to 
thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and to them that fear 
thy name, the small and the great; and to destroy them that de
stroy the earth. 

19 And there was opened the temple of God that is in heaven; 
and there was seen in his temple the ark of his covenant; and there 
followed lightings, and voices, and thunders, and an earthquake, 
and great hail. 

Wow! If that does not get your attention, nothing will. 
It is a victory song of thanksgiving. The singers are the "great 

voices" in the third heaven. It is a loud song ("great voices") 
of joyful praise. It should grab our mind and command our no
tice. 

"The kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our 
Lord, and of his Christ." 

The prince of this world, Satan, is defeated and his rule de
stroyed. It is the sublime overthrow of evil and elevation of good. 

When Jesus ascended on high, he "led captivity captive," and 
gave "gifts to men." The ornate gift is his revealed word, by which 
the "kingdom of this world" will finally crater. "The kingdom of 
this world" is every corrupt nation corralled under the leadership 
of the "prince of darkness." 

Jesus may seem to be crushed to earth, but that is illusion
the reality is that his truth goes marching on. 

When we hear the lovely tones of the seventh trumpet, thun
derous voices will proclaim "the kingdom of the world is become 
the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall reign for
ever and ever." 

The kingdom will be transferred to Jehovah (1 Cor. 15:24-
28), but wait ... Jehovah, Jesus, and the perfected-souls-of-earth 
will conjointly reign forever and ever. When Jesus overcame, he 
sat down with his father on the throne, and he invites the re
deemed of all ages to join him in that exercise of sovereign power. 
"He that overcometh, I will give to him to sit down with me in my 
throne, as I also overcame, and sat down with my Father in his 
throne." 

We will sit down together on the dazzling throne of God. 
All opposition is abolished. Satan is stripped of his power. Evil 

is no more. Time yields to eternity. 
"And the seventh angel sounded; and there followed great 

voices in heaven, and they said, The kingdom of the world is be
come the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall reign 
forever and ever. ,, 

Handel read these words and wept - and out of a valley of 
tears he wrote his famous hallelujah chorus: 
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Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! 
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 
The kingdom of this world is become 
The kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ, 
And He shall reign forever and ever, 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
Hallelujah! 

For all who walk in the valley of the shadow of 
death these sumptuous words sustain and give mean
ing to righteous living. The last trumpet will be heard 
and the saints of God shall be justified. "Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." 

Next, the four and twenty elders are moved to 
adore the Great I Am. These kings represent the pa
triarchs of Israel and the apostles of the Lamb - the 
Old and New Testaments. The sons of Jacob and the 
apostles of Jesus sit in the presence of the Lord God. 
They have crowns of gold upon their heads. But they 
cast themselves down and worship God. 

In his august presence they cannot but "praise 
him, praise him, tell of his excellent greatness." They 
fall upon their faces (proskueno). They offer him 
their necks. 

They, too, sing a song of deliverance. "We give 
them thanks, 0 Lord God, the Almighty, who art and 
wast; because thou has taken thy great power and 
didst reign." 

Notice: "who art and wast," but no mention of 
"shall be." That is all past. 

4 

The God of heaven and earth "is" and "was," but 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 
• Faith includes works of obedience- james 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Forsa/vation-1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev. 2:1 0 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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not yet to come - under this vision "Christ also, 
having been once offered to bear the sins of many, 
shall appear a second time, apart from sin, to them 
that wait for him, unto salvation." 

The twenty-four elders- the Old and New Tes
tament Uudeo-Christian system)- has come to its 
highest point. 

The reason? 
You have taken your "great power, and didst 

reign." 
"Taken" your great power? 
Did he not always have it? 
Well, yes, but he allowed free-agency for his hu

man creature. He permitted man to suit his own 
changes. 

He that is unrighteous, let him do unrigh
teousness still: and he that is filthy, let him 
be made filthy still: and he that is righteous, 
let him do righteousness still: and he that is 
holy, let him be made holy still. 

Behold I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to render to each man according 
as his work is. 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end 
(Rev. 22:11-13). 

That is the story of God ... and man ... and sal
vation ... and damnation. 

The nations were enraged - Rev. 11:18. The 
earthy were angry. They hated God. They despised 
his word. They denied his son. The kingdoms of 
men, under the malignant influence of Satan, joined 
to overthrow the good and the pure. 

But they came up against the wrath of God -
Rev. 11:18. 

Which is greater - the enraged nations or the 
wrath of God? 

Who is on the Lord's side? 
Who will make reply? 
"I am on the Lord's side. Master, here am 1." 
Fierce may be the conflict, strong may be the 

foe, 
But the King's own army none can over

throw; 
'Round His standard ranging, victory is se

cure,' 
For His truth unchanging makes the triumph 

sure. 
Joyfully enlisting, by Thy grace divine, 
We are on the Lord's side - Savior, we are 

Thine! 
Saints rewarded ... prophets ... people of God ... 



the great and the small ... and in his irresistible power 
God will "destroy them that destroy the earth." 

0, Lord, I want to be in that number 
When the saints go marching in. 

Verse eighteen of Revelation chapter eleven tells 
us "the time of the dead to be judged" will come. 
The eschatological judgment - the judgment after 
which there is no other judgment. 

There are many judgments of God. He judges 
each thought and act at the time it is done - "there 
is a God that judgeth (is judging - right now) in the 
earth" (Ps. 58: 11). There is a judgment at the mo
ment of physical death (Luke 16: 19-31). And there is 

Life and Death 
(continued from page 1) 

to the Messiah. He was the earthen vessel in which 
this treasure was deposited. Without measure or 
limit THE SPIRIT was communicated to him; and 
ultimately, on his ascension, he received the HOLY 
SPIRIT as its administrator to and for the human 
race. He is now sole "LORD OF THE SPIRIT." 

As the life that is in all mankind was once in 
Adam, and is derived from him, and as the life that is 
in the human body is in its head, as its primitive 
source, so is our spiritual life in the second Adam, 
the living head of the mystic body, animated by the 
Holy Spirit with impartations of a Divine and eternal 
life. By faith, then, we are united to him, and in
stantly that life Divine is imparted to us by which we 
are prepared for the enjoyments of heaven and im
mortality. With the greatest propriety, then, he said, 
"I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE." 
He quickens the dead, reanimates their bodies, and is 
to them the fountain of eternal blessedness. Such is 
the life we have in him. With Paul, we may individu
ally say, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." 

Now, as before shown, death is just the contrary of 
life: hence there is a species of death for every species 
of life. The Gentile, dead in trespasses and sins, is 
merely a son of Adam; while he that is in Christ is a 
new creature and a son of God through Adam the sec
ond. Connection with Adam the first is but human life 
and spiritual death; while connection with Adam the 
second is divine life and eternal blessedness. 

the last, the great, the final judgment, which will not 
take place until Jesus "comes again in the sunlit sky." 

All inspired fingers point to that farthest judg
ment ... it is based upon the present judgment ... and 
the judgment at death (from which there is no ap
peal). It is the confirmatory judgment. 

''And there was opened the temple of God that is 
in heaven; and there was seen in his temple the ark 
of his covenant; and there followed lightings, and 
voices, and thunders, and an earthquake, and great 
hail." 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-01t; 
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But in this age and country, and especially 
amongst those whose minds have been carried away 
with the new theories of the world's age and end, 
and with new schemes of apocalyptic interpretation, 
a new theory of Divine judgment has become very 
rife, and has found favor amongst some excellent 
persons who have been much enamored with the 
splendors of a celestial paradise during a terrestrial 
millennium - not, indeed, well defined by its most 
learned and eloquent advocates; for it seems no one 
can tell much about it, save that the living wicked 
shall be destroyed at its commencement, and in the 
second resurrection all that shall be accounted wor
thy of it shall be punished with a very painful and 
extended dissolution, or with a mysterious and igno
minious transition into nothing. These are, nowa
days, generally called Destructionists. A more special 
and methodical examination and exposition of this 
common speculation is imperiously called for, and 
shall now be attempted with all possible brevity and 
perspicuity. 

In the first place, then, the extinction of the un
just is alleged to be a Bible doctrine, because in the 
New Testament the term destruction is applied in di
rect reference to the ultimate destiny of the wicked. 
But we have already shown that the Christian Scrip
tures authorize various acceptations of this word, 
and that, indeed, no case can be adduced in which it 
must signify an absolute extinction, or annihilation 
of a human person. 
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There is, moreover, in fact, both a relative and an 
absolute destruction. A leather bottle, for example, is 
said to be destroyed when only rent by new wine; a 
thoughtless prodigal is said to have been destroyed 
when he had squandered his fortune in riotous liv
ing; and a box of precious ointment is said to be de
stroyed when wasted, etc. Now in none of these ex
amples can it be said that the subject is absolutely de
stroyed, - it is only wasted, lost or abused; and this 
is but relative destruction, and by no means the utter 
and eternal extinction of the person or thing so de
stroyed. 

In the second place, the foundation of the theory 
of destructionism, when closely analyzed, is found to 
consist in an imaginative expediency. Some very be
nevolent and humane persons think that it would be 
much more expedient that the universe were rid of 
all sin and misery, and that eternal existence in mis
ery would be an eternal annoyance to all the friends 
of the unfortunate sufferers. Who, says the pious 
Destructionist, could feel happy in heaven, if he 
knew that the once beloved wife of his bosom and 
the dear objects of his paternal love and tenderness 
were suffering the vengeance of an eternal fire? To 
get rid of this apprehension, the Universalist annihi
lates hell, and the Destructionist the wicked. These 
benevolent enthusiasts, in their respective notions of 
expediency, remove both eternal misery and the irre
claimably wicked from the creation of God. They 
imagine there is no necessity whatever for eternal 
punishment, but, on the contrary, that a universe 
wholly occupied and enjoyed by pure and righteous 
persons would be just such a universe as would be 
both expedient and suited to the character of an all
wise, all-powerful and all-merciful Creator. The only 
difficulties they have to encounter are those scrip
tures that speak of the future destinies of the wicked, 
and these can, by a new code of laws of interpreta
tion recently enacted by themselves, very satisfacto
rily (at least to themselves) be disposed of. 

It is hard to reason with those who feel them
selves competent to build a new universe, or at least, 
to arrange and improve one already in being. Some 
of our modern world-makers amuse us with very 
splendid imaginations of what ought to be, and then 
gravely proceed to teach us what will and must here
after be. Even in the incipiency of their endeavors, 
they object to our own terraqueous habitation en
cumbered with so much sea, so many large deserts, 
so many bleak mountains, and subjected to the dread 
extremes of frigid and torrid zones. They would 
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have made an earth whose surface should have been, 
at worst, but a series of inclined planes, widely ex
tended and gently sloping in all directions. These 
would have been interspersed with a few small lakes 
and rivers, occasionally variegated with a pyramidal 
peak or a beautifully grotesque little mountain, 
forming Elysian landscapes. No rocky deserts, no 
Libyan sands, no dismal swamps, would have disfig
ured their rich and beautiful earth, fanned with 
balmy breezes mild as Eden, and refreshed with deli
cious odors emanating from the garden of God. 

No burning mountains, no volcanic fires, no 
desolating earthquakes, would have frightened any 
inhabitant of their blest earth. No mighty cataracts, 
no fierce tempests, no appalling thunders, would 
have terrified the most flagrant transgressor. Nay, 
they would have prevented transgression by absolute 
fate, and enacted virtue by an invincible necessity. 
Their heavens would have been studded with alter
nating suns of magnificent dimensions; while planets 
of every variety, and comets of orbits the most eccen
tric, would have perpetually sported in fields of 
ether for the amusement of its laughing inhabitants. 
And as for hell -the dread "elsewhere," no such 
ungracious lake of boiling sulphur, no such fathom
less gulf of pitchy darkness, would have disturbed 
the imagination of the sons of pleasure. And should 
sin or folly, by any unforeseen casualty, have ap
peared in their system of nature, it would have been 
instantly annihilated, and thus prevented from 
spreading its dire contagion through the unaffected 
regions of rational intelligence. 

Amongst the stricter sort of religionists, such 
speculators are not, indeed, of much reputation. But 
instead of this bold and presumptuous class of real 
skeptics, we have, under the banner of the Christian 
Bible, a few rare philosophers of much intellectual 
pride, who can so manage both prophets and 
apostles as to oblige them to depose in favor of any 
assumption they may choose to commend to public 
patronage. These subject the testimonies of saints 
and martyrs to the torture of an illogical and un
grammatical criticism, much to the annoyance of less 
pretending and more modest professors. But before 
we examine any of their learned labors, we must 
hastily glance at the philosophic scheme which has 
given rise to all these efforts. 

It is assumed that in a future life men will have 
their present animal affections and feelings, at least 
the same personal attachments to relatives and 
friends, that they now have, and also the same reluc-



tance to acquiesce in the will of God and in the re
sults of the final judgment. The Sadducean puzzle, 
that in the resurrection we shall have the old rela
tions of husbands and wives, parents and children, 
and attachments corresponding with them, is at the 
bottom of all these speculations. Our Savior, to such 
persons, in vain teaches that then we shall be like the 
angels, without sex, without animal attachments, as 
without mortality. But to those who think with him, 
there can be no difficulty on this view of the subject. 
The fact that God himself is infinitely more merciful 
than man, and that the whole human race is nearer 
and dearer to him than ever were to each other, hus
band and wife, parent or child, is now, and ever will 
be, to every intelligent being, an omnipotent argu
ment to reconcile all God's children to his judgment 
in every particular case. No human being ever loved 
another as much as God once loved the devil and his 
angels; and yet he has not only expelled them from 
heaven, but bound them fast in chains of darkness, 
to the judgment of the great day, and has prepared 
for them an unquenchable fire, a punishment ever-
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lasting. So the Messiah himself unequivocally de
clares. 

The relation of Creator and creature is a relation 
we cannot comprehend. It is incomparably nearer 
than that of parent and child. And as affection and 
love are measured by the nearness of relation, we 
have reason to presume that for all those creatures to 
whom our Father Creator has imparted so much of 
himself as intelligence and moral susceptibility, he 
has a love inconceivable and ineffable. From all such 
premises, as well as from express scriptural declara
tions, we have reason to infer that there will be such 
a perfect acquiescence in his final adjudication of the 
whole intellectual and moral universe as to fill every 
pure heart with joy unspeakable and full of glory; 
even when that judgment may condemn to eternal 
anguish a relation now dear to us as that seraph once 
was to God whose name and character have been 
changed to Satan. And yet this view of the subject is 
by no means irreconcilable with the persuasion that, 
as Paul anticipated an eternal joy and an unfailing 
crown from the relation subsisting between him and 
those by him converted to God, so we shall have a 
peculiar pleasure and felicity in those of our kindred 
who have been by our instrumentality, or by that of 
others, redeemed to God. From which consider
ations and reflections we may readily perceive how 
little philosophy or reason there is in the assumption 
of those who plead for absolute destruction on the 
ground that it will contribute more to the eternal 
happiness of the saved, than a belief of the eternal 
existence of sinners in torment! 

In the third place: - It is assumed by some of the 
advocates of destructionism that an annihilation of 
personal existence is a greater punishment than eter
nal existence in misery. This is an assumption so ultra 
as to require but little reflection. To me it has always 
appeared that were immediate annihilation or eter
nal fire presented to any human being as objects of 
choice, no one, compos mentis, could for a moment 
hesitate which to prefer. Nay, indeed, an escape from 
a lake of fire, or from any punishment set forth un
der that imagery, into a gulf of personal extinction, 
would appear rather as happiness than as torment. It 
may, indeed, with much propriety, be inquired 
whether annihilation, or a literal destruction of con
sciousness and of personal existence, could be called 
punishment for sin, or whether sin could be pun
ished by annihilation. If so, the reptiles and beasts of 
every class that were burnt in Sodom and Gomorrah, 
or that were drowned in the deluge, were as much 
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punished as the wicked men and women w ho per
ished in the fl ood o r in the fire. In the uni versal con
flagra tio n, w ill no t the pigeo n and the dove, the ca lf 
and the lamb, suffer as much as the wicked - if, in
deed , both a re then fina ll y and fo reve r deprived of 
conscio usness and personality? If, then, the threaten
ing o f the Bible addressed to w icked men involving 
the ir etern al destiny amo unts ro no mo re than the 
fare of the most innocent and harml ess animals, what 
sha ll we think of rhe sincerity o f the autho r o f Chris
t ianity, who, in ho lding up " the terro rs o f the Lo rd 
"as a cavea t against s in, as an inducement tO "flee 
from the wrath ro come," representing them as pro
po rtio ned to th e number magnitude and malignity 
of transgressions, only, in unexaggera ted fact, meant 
rhar they sho uld have the same fare as the most inno
cent bi rds beasts and fishes - suffer an ho ur o r a 
minute and then pass into eternal unconsciousness. I 
have ce rta inl y misconceived the w hole Bib le and the 
character of irs auth o r, if, like a weak nurse, he has 
been te rri fy ing us by ghosts and specte rs of ho rrible 
stature, himself well knowing that th ey a re but mere 
phantoms, innocent frauds practiced fo r our good! 
In this a t t itude do th ose place rh e great M ess iah 
who, with all the awful judgments den o unced aga inst 
th e w icked by himse lf and his apostles befo re the ir 
minds, represent these judgments and den unciations 
terminating in, and amounting to, no mo re th an the 
annihilati o n of a kid o r a lamb - a moment's pa in 
and eternal unconsciousness. 

But, in the fo urth place, I a rgue agai nst this as
sumption fro m the fact that it amounts ro an annihi
la tio n of the sanctio ns o f the gospel, and directly 
cont rad icts the positive declara tio ns of the Savio r 
concerning ete rnal punishment. With destructio nisrs 
th ere can be no eternal punishment; fo r with them 
there is no eternal fire. 

This is truly a very grave charge against any sys
te m of doctrin e, and requires ro be well susta ined. 
What, th en, let me inqui re, is indicated by the term 
punishment? [r is not mere animal sufferin g; fo r then 
the lamb would be punished fo r its innocence, and 
the dove fo r its meekness. Both these freq uentl y en
dure great animal suffe rings. There must, then, he 
some other pain than animal suffe rings ro constitu te 
punishment. There is menta l pa in as well as physical 
pain. Bu t menta l pain presupposes gui lt o r crime; fo r 
in the absence o f crime there can be no menta l pain. 
The martyr at the stake, though enduring much ani
mal pain, suffers no me nta l agony. There must a l
ways be conscio usness of guilt, or a sense of c rim e 
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committed, in o rder to punishment. 
Punishment, it appea rs, begins and ends w ith th e 

fee ling o f pa in in flicted for the commissio n of crime. 
If, then, at any rime consciousness of gu il t, or the 
fee li ng of pa in, mental or physica l, because of sin, 
sho ul d cease, that moment punishment ceases. Pull 
ishment begins and ends with the consciousness of 
pain inflicted because of guilt contracted through the 
violation of law or the neglect of duty. Now, as th e 
desrru ction ists assign an end to th e endurance of 
pain because o f s in , they of course incontrove rtibl y 
deny "everlasting punishme nt. " Bur j esus C hri st 
says, "The w icked," at the fina l judgment, "shall go 
away into eve rl ast ing pun ishme nt, " and the righ
teous into life eternal." T he same wo rd - aiooinos, 
eve rlasti ng - determi nes the continuance of th e 
punishment and of t he life . Can anything, t hen, be 
mo re ev ident than t hat the desrructio nists have 
fo rmed a d irect issue w ith Jesus Chri st o n the subject 
of eternal pun ishment? The Messiah says it is ever
lasting; the destructio nist says it w ill come to an end 
at the second death. 

Fo r the sake of a few mere pre tenders to sound 
argum entative discriminatio n and great logical acu
men, l shall give this a rgu ment the regula r form, tha t 
any o ne disposed to attack it may immediately per
ceive what he has ro encounte r. Logically expressed, 
it stands thus: - No o ne d ispossessed o f co nscio us 
guil t can be punished. But persons a nnihilated a re 
dispossessed of conscio us gui lt: therefo re, no one an
nihila ted can be punished. 

Annihilation o r pe rsonal extinction may indeed, 
be an end of punishment, bur never the beginning of 
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it. This single argument, unless fairly met and refuted, 
annihilates the whole theory of destructionism. We 
build this argument upon no ambiguous premises. We 
have the word of the Savior and Judge of the world for 
it. In giving 'an account of the final judgment, he says 
that all on his left hand shall depart "into everlasting 
punishment." He uses the word kolasis to indicate 
what sort of punishment he means. The word occurs 
but twice in the New Testament. In 1 John iv. 18, it is 
translated utorment." They shall go into everlasting 
torment. How weak or how vicious the head which 
thence infers that torments are to end in a second 
death! 

It is worthy of remark that eternal life, as the re
ward of the righteous, is contrasted with eternal pun
ishment, as the reward of the wicked; and that this is 
infinitely greater than death, we learn from another 
passage, which we ought to regard as a distinct argu
ment for or evidence of the doctrine of everlasting 
punishment. 

Argument 5. - Paul says to the Hebrews, He 
that despised Moses' law died without mercy at the 
mouth of two or three witnesses: of how much sorer 
punishment [than death without mercy] shall he be 
thought worthy who has trodden underfoot the Son 
of God, etc. The doctrine of the New Testament is, 
that men shall be rewarded according to their works. 
Hence there are diverse honors and diverse punish
ments awaiting both the righteous and the wicked. 
Now, death is but a separation from life, or from 
God; and whatever may precede it or succeed it, it is 
neither more nor less than such a separation. But 
Paul intimates a vengeance greatly surpassing a death 
without mercy - a "sorer punishment" by far than 
mere separation from life. Hence the sentence in
flicted upon sinners at the ultimate judgment is not a 
mere extinction of life or of physical identity, but an 
everlasting punishment, set forth under the imagery 
of "eternal fire." 

This suggests a sixth argument, furnished by our 
Lord himself, in evidence that something much 
worse than death awaits the finally impenitent: -
"Fear not them that kill the body, and after that can 
do no more; but fear Him who, when he hath killed 
the body, has power to destroy both soul and body in 
hell. Yea, I say unto you, fear him." The destruction 
of the soul is not annihilation, as before shown; for 
simple annihilation could be effected as easily with
out hell as with it. An eternal destruction calls for an 
everlasting fire. Hence our Lord, more than any 
other speaker in the Bible, dwells upon the "fire un-

quenchable," the undying worm, and the destruction 
of the whole person by being cast into hell. 

This view of hell as the ultimate prison of wicked 
men, in which they are to be "tormented day and night 
forever" is corroborated by another saying of our 
Lord, which we must place as a seventh argument in 
confirmation of everlasting punishment. He says to 
those on his left hand, "Depart, ye cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels." The 
eternal vengeance into which wicked men are driven 
from the presence of the Lord was originally, it seems, 
a place prepared for fallen angels. Now as angels "can
not die," according to the words of the Messiah, and 
as wicked men are doomed to the same punishment 
with them, follows it not that the continuance of their 
torment is the same? The punishment of those who 
reject the gospel is set down as equal to the punish
ment of apostate angels who would not have God to 
reign over them. Will any materialist, destructionist or 
soul-sleeper affirm that angels will die- will cease to 
live? If he presume so to affirm, we then ask, in what 
portion of revelation does he read of the death of an
gels? And if he can find no such passage, we ask, how 
then can he affirm that evil spirits die, while their pun
ishment is commensurate with that of immortal an
gels? This is I presume, an insuperable difficulty lying 
in the way of the whole scheme of substituting a tem
poral for an everlasting punishment; at least, I must 
regard it as unanswerable till someone furnish some
thing in the form of a reply. 

But here is a pamphlet of no less than four small 
pages, purporting to prove that man is all soul. The 
first sentence is, "What, in the language of the Bible, 
constitutes the living soul?" Answer: "The man." 
The next, "Is not the soul distinct from the man as 
the jewel from the casket? And does it not reside in 
the body as a bird in a cage? No; for the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul" (Gen. ii. 7; 1 Cor. xv. 44, 45). 
"This," he adds, "is God's definition." So publishes 
to the world a very sincere Adventist, of the Miller 
school, baptized into Elder Storrs's newly-improved 
system of spiritual mortality, enlarged and improved 
by one of our most gifted "investigators" of the 
school of Dr. Priestley. It is, then, the quintessence of 
what was formerly called "materialism," refined and 
condensed into a single tract of four small pages, 
from the pen of Elder J.B. Cook, a good, and excel
lent man, for whom I entertain a very high regard. 

But our friend Cook, in the warmth of his feelings, 
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assures us that he gives us "God's definition" of the 
soul. It is neither Storrs's, nor Priestley's, nor the more 
profound Thomas', but "God's own definition." Of 
course, in that view of it, it is scarcely a proper subject 
of examination. I must, then, powerful though it be, 
respectfully say that God has never given us a defini
tion of the human soul, much less such a one as defines 
man to be the soul, and then the soul to be the man. I 
am obliged to take this ground before I dare to object 
to a definition purporting to be of such awful author
ity. It is, then, but Elder Cook's definition- unless we 
may suppose that every definition is God's own defi
nition to which any one may choose to append a pas
sage of scripture. 

We shall, therefore, presume to show that it is El
der Cook's, or Elder Storrs's, or Dr. Priestley's defini
tion. God has not said that the living soul is man; but 
he has said that "man became a living soul." Now 
when any one says, "Mary became his wife," does it 
not mean that Mary existed before she became a wife? 
As this expression intimates that Mary and wife are 
not convertible terms, or that the one is the meaning 
of the other, why should we conclude that "man" and 
"living soul" are convertible terms, or that the one is 
the meaning of the other? Such, however, is the li
cense which this school of Biblical expositors assume 
to themselves- a license which no literary tribunal 
can possibly concede to them. If, therefore, the consti
tution of man is to be inferred from the words cited, 
we must, according to every law of interpretation, 
consider that man existed before he was possessed in 
a living soul, or before God breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life. These words, then, are to be quali-
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fied by some other explanations. And, as much capital 
has been sought to be manufactured out of these, I 
may perhaps be indulged in a somewhat extended 
examination of their current acceptation. 

The phrase breath of life occurs but four times 
in the Bible. These are, Gen. ii. 7, vi. 17, and vii. 15, 
22. In the Hebrew Bible we find uniformly the 
same phrase, Ruach Chaiyim in the plural form -
viz. "breath of lives." 

Dr. Adam Clarke, Bishop Patrick, Matthew 
Henry, and other commentators, infer, from Gen. ii. 
7, that God did inspire Adam with vegetative, animal 
and spiritual life at one and the same moment, because 
we are told that "God formed man out of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of lives," (as the Hebrew word Chaiyim in the plural 
number, might import,) and he became a living soul. 
This very superficial view of Ruach Chaiyim has ar
rested the critical attention of those mathematical 
Christians who suppose that words on moral subjects 
must have the same fixedness and precision of signifi
cation as the technical terms of necessary or math
ematical truth. Hence, with them, the words soul, life, 
death, like triangle, square and circle, are exactly and 
immutably the representatives of one and the same 
idea. 

This new class of destructionists are very adroit 
in this mode of assault upon the citadel of truth. But 
their logic is as frail as their tenets are discreditable 
to human nature. They presume that the human con
stitution is wholly revealed and developed in these 
words "The Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
lives, and man became a living soul." This "living 
soul" is immediately placed before their inquisition, 
and tried by scourging. It is clearly proved that this 
living soul is a mortal soul and a mortal body. That 
the whole man is but one living soul is again reiter
ated, and a text summoned that convicts it of a sin 
worthy of death. Then come the words, "The soul 
that sinneth, IT shall die." Thus the human soul is 
easily decomposed, dissipated and annihilated by the 
sheer force of one or two philological criticisms. 

A little Hebrew would have facilitated the opera
tion. The gloss put upon Ruach Chaiyim, by the afore
said commentators could be shown off to great advan
tage by citing three passages - indeed, the only three 
other passages found in the Bible - in which this 
word Chaiyim, in construction with Ruach, is found. 
And in those three (Gen. vi. 17; Gen. vii. 15 and 22) 
it is applied to the animals destroyed by the flood. "I 



will," says God, "destroy all flesh wherein is the 
breath of life (Ruach Chaiyim, breath of lives) from 
under heaven." Again, (chap. ix) - '1\nd they went 
into the ark, two and two, of all flesh wherein was the 
breath of life" (Ruach Chaiyim, breath of lives). One 
more, (chap. vii. 22)- '1\ll in whose nostrils was the 
breath of (Ruach Chaiyim) of all that was on the dry 
land, died." Might not a shrewd destructionist here 
say, with an air of triumph, "Now, if breath of LIVES 
indicate intellectual and immortal spirits, then were 
they imparted to dumb brutes, then did they perish in 
the flood 

But we must help them a little further on the 
words, "man became a living soul." Here the word 
nepesh is found generally, and correctly, translated 
soul. But, unfortunately, it is found, for the first time 
in the world, in the twentieth verse of the first chap
ter of Genesis; and, again, in the thirtieth verse of 
the same chapter, descriptive of the souls of fish, 
birds and reptiles. "God said," (Gen. i. 20,) "Let the 
waters bring forth abundantly, the moving creatures 
that have life," (a soul, nepesh). Again, verse 30, "I 
have given every green herb for food to every beast 
of the earth, to every bird, and to every reptile that 
hath a soul" (nepesh here rendered life). We could 
give many instances in which nepesh, so often trans
lated soul, denotes the blood, the animal body, alive 
or dead. In these respects it exactly resembles its 
Greek representative psuchee, and its Latin converse 
anima. 

It often denotes any creature that lives by breath
ing. Parkhirst judiciously observes that this word 
does not, "certainly, in any other passage, {than Gen. 
ii. and vii., if there!) signify the spiritual part of man, 
usually called his soul." From all which, and much 
more to the same effect, we may logically conclude, 
that so soon as God breathed into the nostrils of 
Adam the breath of lives, he became a living crea
ture. But yet, in fact, all this makes nothing for those 
who will have Adam a mere biped animal with a su
perior organization, but as susceptible of death, in 
his entire constitution, as any other creature. For this 
reason: -It is not a definition of body, soul or spirit, 
in their technical meaning. It presumes not to define 
man either as respects body or soul, but simply states 
the singular manner of his creation, as different from 
all God's other works. God speaks on this occasion 
in a language wholly different from that employed in 
any other creation. 

When all this, and much to the same effect, is 
stated and conceded, nothing is gained by the whole 

class of destructionists - by all who plead for the 
soul's materiality and mortality. Man has a spirit. 
And Moses gives no direct account how he obtained 
it. He tells of the formation of his body, and of the 
impartation of animal life, but says not one word 
upon the subject of his spirit. True, the word soul is, 
by many, supposed to be synonymous with the word 
spirit. This is, indeed, assumed by all materialists and 
destructionists, ancient and modern. They build 
upon a false assumption. They are not synonymous. 
Sometimes, indeed, the word soul is substituted for 
the words spirit and mind. Hence, the soul is immor
tal in one sense, and mortal in another. The word 
nepesh in Hebrew, psuchee in Greek, and soul in En
glish, as often signify life, mere animal life, as any
thing else. 

Of one hundred and five times in which the 
word psuchee is found in the New Testament, it is 
forty-one times translated life, and might have been 
much oftener. It is twice translated mind, and once 
heart, while at other times it is distinguished from 
them, thus with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind" (Matt. xxii. 37; Mark xii. 30). 
Again, "To love him with all the heart, and with all 
the understanding, and with all the soul," &c. (Mark 
xii. 33 ). In these instances, and such like, there is, 
virtually, a contrasted difference between the mind, 
the understanding and the soul. 

Soul, and souls, frequently stand for persons. For 
example:- "Fear fell upon every soul"; "There were 
added three thousand souls"; "Every soul that shall 
not hear will be destroyed"; "Three score and fifteen 
souls," &c. Substituting such instances as these, we 
have a majority of cases in which it does not mean the 
spirit, or understanding, or mind of man. True, it is 
sometimes used as equivalent to the word spirit; 
though never translated spirit in the New Testament. 
When the Savior spoke in the Jewish idiom, he said, 
"Fear not them that can kill the body, but who cannot 
kill the soul." Here some immortal part of man is 
called soul; which, upon the whole, is a Jewish idiom. 
It is evident that in this ease it cannot mean the animal 
soul or life; for man can kill that. A few instances oc
cur, however, in which it clearly indicates the spirit of 
a man; such as, "I saw under the altar the souls of them 
that were slain for the word of God" (Rev. vi. 9). Again 
(Rev. xx. 4 ), "I saw the souls of them that were be
headed." These are disembodied souls, or spirits. 
These, of course, are immortal souls. Still, in the same 
book we have this word used in the same sense as in 
the first chapter of Genesis. When speaking of the fish 
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of the sea, John said, "Every living soul that was in the 
sea died." 

But, to have all the premises before us, we must 
have a short dissertation upon the word spirit; for, as 
before observed, certainly man has a spirit as well as 
a soul - using the word soul in its primary and 
unfigurative sense. Of the creation of this spirit 
Moses gives no account further than that God made 
man in his own image and likeness. Now, as God is 
spirit, and as man was made in his image, he tog 
must have a spirit. But that he has a spirit is distinctly 
and frequently averred by the Holy Spirit speaking 
to us in the living oracles. The spirit of a man is 
wholly intellectual. "Who knoweth the things of a 
man, but the spirit of man that is in him? And who 
knoweth the things of God, but the spirit of God?" 
Here the spirit of man and the spirit of God are in
troduced as intelligent spirits, each knowing, and 
alone knowing, the things of the person to whom he 
belongs. This is the reason why mortality, or death, 
or destruction, is never once alleged of a spirit- any 
spirit, good or bad. Spirits belong not to the pre
cincts of mortality. No expression could be more in
congruous or revolting than that "a spirit died, or 
can die." Indeed, it is said, "they cannot die," when 
it is said that angels cannot die. For the reason that 
angels cannot die is not because they are angels, or 
messengers, (for this is an official name,) but because 
they are spirits. Perhaps this is the reason why these 
two words, soul and spirit, are never interchanged or 
substituted the one for the other in any version of 
their originals. 

In the Sacred Scriptures of the New Testament 
we find PNEUMA, spirit, nearly four hundred times. 
We have before said that we find PSUCHEE one 
hundred and five times. Now, PNEUMA is never 
translated soul, nor PSUCHEE spirit, in any version 
of the New Testament that I have seen - certainly 
not once in our Common version. Does not this fact 
speak a volume to those who confound the animal 
soul with the human spirit, in their speculations 
upon the mortality of the soul, and who thence infer 
the mortality of the whole man? 

Of the whole number of three hundred and 
ninety-three occurrences of pneuma, in the apostolic 
writings, it is applied to the spirit of God some two 
hundred and eighty-eight times; to evil spirits some 
thirty times; to the human spirit forty times; and 
figuratively, to indicate temper or disposition, some 
seventeen times. From an analysis of the numerous 
occurrences of the word spirit, and its different ac-
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ceptation, we have ascertained one very important 
fact, of much significance in this controversy with 
modern destructionists. It is this:- When any one in 
dying gives up or commends himself to the Lord, or 
to the Father, in such words as, "he gave up the 
ghost," or, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit," or, "Fa
ther, into thy hands I commit my spirit," PSUCHEE 
or soul is never used, but always PNEUMA. This, 
more than any other fact, shows the marked differ
ence, the essential difference, between soul and 
spirit. The literal soul dies, the literal spirit lives, at 
the dissolution of man. The body returns to the dust 
with its animal life, or soul; "the spirit returns to 
God who gave it." Ought we not, then, as Paul says 
the word of God does, "divide asunder," or separate 
between the soul and spirit, as well as "between the 
joints and marrow of the spine"? The word of God is 
truly "sharper than any two-edged sword," when 
thus separating matters so much alike in so many 
particulars. The same discriminating word of the 
Lord taught Paul to pray for the Thessalonians that 
God would preserve their "whole spirit, soul and 
body, blameless, to the coming of the Lord," What 
God thus hath separated, let not man confound. 

There is a clear and well-defined difference be
tween these three, in the strict interpretation of 
them, indicated in this summary of our persons by 
this great apostle. With him it is spirit, and soul, and 
body, and not spirit, or soul, and body. True, indeed, 
inasmuch as soul and body are equally expressive of 
one idea, so far as mere life is contemplated, it has 
come to pass that soul is sometimes used to come 
though, as before apprehend all that is set forth un
der the term spirit; though as before declared, they 
are never used in the original as convertible terms. 
When any one of sense and reflection speaks of the 
immortality of the soul, he employs the word as 
equivalent to spirit, and not as it is employed in Gen
esis, first and second chapters, to indicate animal life 
or a living creature. 

The sophistry of the materialists and the 
destructionists of every school who acknowledge the 
Bible, so far as they seek to prove their doctrine from 
Gen. ii. 7, i. 20,30 vi. 17, vii. 15, 22, and 1 Cor. xv. 44, 
45, consists in this: -They select one meaning of the 
word soul as its universal and immutable meaning; 
and because in certain passages it denotes animal life, 
which is essentially mortal, they infer that all souls are 
mortal. And because the words soul and spirit are 
sometimes used as, in their opinion, synonymous, 
spirits also die. Hence wicked men will be wholly and 



fo rever annihilated in body, soul and spirit; so far, at 
least, as is essential ro their personal extinction and 
perpetual unconsciousness. All of which they confirm 
by the same ill egal process of reasoning on the terms 
destroy and destruction- assuming that these words 
must be taken in a special sense in this case, though by 
no means in accordance with their current and popu
lar acceptation. 

The passage in 1 Cor. xv. 44-45, deserves a spe
cia l remark. It th us reads, (the human body being the 
subject of development) - " It is sown an animal 
bod y; it is raised a spiriwal body. There is an animal 
body, and there is a spiritual body; and so it is wr it
ten, the first man Adam was made a living (an imal) 
soul ; the last Adam, a quickening spirit" 

The position of PSUCHJKOOS, natural, in con
trast with PNEUMATIKOS, spi ritual , justifies 
Macknight and others in rendering it ani ma l. T here is 
no contrast between natural and spiritual, inasmuch 
as, in the proper sense of the word natural, the spirit 
is just as natu ral as either body or soul. It must, there
fo re, in this place mean animal as the proper contrast 
with spiriwal. This common meaning of the word 
being preferred, there is no further mystery or diffi
culty in the passage. lt means that man in two condi
tions may have one of two bodies- an animal or a 
spiritual. The one he has now in possession; the other, 
in hope. lt is also indicated that the difference be
tween these two bodies is analogous to the difference 
between the two Adams in their origin: the one was of 
the earth, earthy; the other is of the heaven, heavenly. 
The animal body of the first Adam was animated by an 
animal soul; the spiritual body of the saints, after the 
resurrection, wi ll be animated by rational spirits. So 
fa r only are we authorized to extend the contrast, in
asmuch as bodies, and neither souls nor spirits, are the 
subject of comparison. 

There is, then, no more fo undation in 1 Cor. xv. 
44-45, than in Gen. ii. 7, for the destruction or for 
the mortali ty of the spi ri t of man. Paul nowhere 
teaches that a spirit dies, or that a soul, as a name for 
the rational spirit or mind of man, will ever be de
stroyed or annihilated. T hese are but the figments of 
ill-ba lanced and errat ic minds, or overheated imagi
nations. Noth ing dies that is not who lly of the earth. 
Angels, human spirits, Satan and demons cannot die. 

From this brief dissertation on soul and spirit, we 
may draw at least one or two arguments against 
destructionists, or in proof of the eternal punishment 
of the wicked. The first of these constitutes our eighth 
argument aga inst destruction ists. It is fou nded on the 

fact that there is a radical and essential difference be
tween the words soul and spirit in the original tongue 
-so great as to preclude the employment of the word 
soul, in any case, as a fa ir representation of the word 
PNEUMA, spirit, o r the employment of the word 
spirit as a correct version of the word PSUCHEE, sou l 
The radical difference seems to consist in this:- that 
"soul" is a more general and "spirit" a more specific 
term. Nepesh in the Hebrew and psuchee in the Greek, 
anima in Latin and soul in English, represent animal 
life, a person, blood, and sometimes the human spi rit, 
whi le ruach in Hebrew, and pneuma in Greek, Spiritus 
and animus in Latin, and spirit in English, represent 
onl y the rational and moral nature of man. Hence, the 
Holy Spiri t, the spirits of the just, angelic spirits, are 
never represented by PSUCHEE, soul; WHILE THE 
TERM "SPIRIT" IN NOT ONE CASE IS EVER SAID 
TO BE DESTROYED, TO DIE, OR TO CEASE TO 
EXIST. In one word, death is nowhere in the inspired 
volume predicated of a spirit. Mortality, therefore, is 
no predicate of spirit. 

A ninth argument is deducible from another 
promi nent fact deve loped in the histo ry of dying 
sa ints. Not one of them ever commended his psuchee, 
or soul, into the hand of the Lord. Bur many a dying 
sa int has committed his spirit, or pneuma, to the care 
of hi s Redeemer. There is nothing, then, in psuchee, 
soul, necessa rily intimating a separate and future ex
istence; while there is nothing in pneuma indicating 
mortality. 
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It is assumed, by those who plead for a final ex
tinction of all evil spirits and wicked men, that there 
is nothing in spiritual nature necessarily implying 
eternal continuance. Hence the effort to demonstrate 
that man is not necessarily immortal. A very gratu
itous undertaking truly. We concede, without argu
ment, that God has never created anything which he 
cannot destroy. "He can create, and he can destroy." 
But the question is not one of omnipotent or of lim
ited power. It is rather, What doth God will? or, What 
has he said? The whole argument upon the immortal
ity of the soul, as a necessary immortality, because an 
emanation from the Divinity, is platonic, speculative 
and curious, rather than learned or important. It is, 
indeed, wholly foreign to this subject; inasmuch as 
the inquiry is not, What saith Philosophy? but, What 
saith the Scriptures? And where have they said that a 
spirit or that a ghost dies or is extinguished? Such an 
idea is never expressed in the books of apostles or 
prophets. That animals die, whether human or bru
tal, is as certain as that they live. And that animal 
souls, with all their passions, appetites and desires, 
die, is, as far as I know, admitted by all well-informed 
persons. There are some persons peculiarly fond of 
assailing the weaker points in an argument without 
noticing the strong; and where there are no weak 
points, their ingenuity must manifest itself in assum
ing for those whom they assail certain weak points, 
merely for the sake of displaying their controversial 
tact and logical acumen in refuting them. 

Of the same character is the special logic of that 
class of reasoners who assail the doctrine of a sepa
rate state of existence, as indicated by the word 
hades. What and where is hades? Is it heaven, or hell, 
or the grave? Dives and Lazarus were, according to 
the parallel, both in Hades; and yet the one was com
forted and the other tormented. Hence, they perplex 
the subject by inquiring, Are these two places the 
same, or so proximate that the inhabitants of both 
can hold conversations similar to Lazarus and Abra
ham? Some intelligent persons are not a little embar
rassed when attempting to comprehend all that is 
said of sheol in the Old Testament, and of hades in the 
New; and no less embarrassed when told that hades 
means both the grave and the separate state of the 
dead. In the New Testament, hades occurs but eleven 
times, and is ten times translated hell~ once grave. Yet 
we have the term hell in the English Testament 
twenty-two times. Of these, however, twelve are the 
English representatives of the word, gehenna~ found 
just twelve times in the Greek Testament. Our Lord is 

14 ~~~~~~d;~~~ 

the only person who uses this word with a reference 
to future punishment. James uses it metaphorically, 
of the tongue, but once. Of that member he says it is 
sometimes "set on fire of hell." Gehenna and hades 
do not represent the same idea. The former is the re
ceptacle of the wicked only, the latter is the recep
tacle of the spirits or bodies (as the case may be} of all 
mankind, good and bad. Certain it is, then, that two 
words so dissimilar ought not to be represented by 
one and the same English word. It would have greatly 
startled an English Christian to have read the words 
of Jacob to his sons thus: - "You shall bring down 
my gray hairs with sorrow to hell." And yet the word 
Sheol~ the Hebrew representative of hades~ is there 
found. They have judiciously enough, in this case, 
translated it grave~ as they have in 1 Con. xv. 58 "0 
grave~ (not 0 hell,) where now thy victory?" Doubt
less they ought in other cases to have so translated it. 
The spirit or soul of Jesus did not descend into hell~ 
as the Church of Rome and our English Testaments 
read it Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, nor wilt 
thou suffer thy holy one to see corruption." 

Again, it would seem no less confounding to say 
of the rich man that in hell he lifted up his eyes in tor
ment, if it meant no more than the grave, or that in the 
grave he saw Lazarus in Abraham's bosom. To say, 
also, that Capernaum or its inhabitants, and other 
wicked places, should be brought down to the grave if 
it means only the receptacle of human bodies, would 
be equally inapposite and confounding to our reason. 
We are, therefore, obliged to contemplate the word as 
it was used by the Jews in the times of the Messiah as 
indicative of the state of departed spirits, whether 
they were good or bad - thus representing the state 
of the dead rather than the place of spirits. 

For example: should we represent the matrimo
nial state by the word Hymenia~ and say of all per
sons when married that they entered into Hymenia~ 
and that in Hymenia some enjoyed happiness and 
others misery, might not many persons, ignorant of 
the meaning of Hymenia~ be not a little embarrassed 
to comprehend what sort of a place Hymenia was, in 
which some persons might be happy and others mis
erable? Place and state in things terrestrial are more 
easily distinguished than in things not terrestrial. In 
the same terrestrial place, persons in different states 
may meet, without any confusion of ideas. Still, in 
such eases there is no resemblance between the state 
and the place. Where there is, however, a very strik
ing resemblance between the state and the place, as 
between a jail or a palace and their respective in-



mates, we are more apt to associate the one with the 
other, and are more perplexed in reconciling to the 
same place persons in states essentially diverse from 
each other. 

But as soon as we leave terrestrial objects and the 
abodes of sense, our reasoning from place and state 
rather perplex than aid us in any effort to under
stand Heaven Hell and Hades. These are sometimes 
considered as places - distinct from each other as 
sun, moon and earth. At other times they are consid-

ered as mere states. Place and state, beyond the con
fines of earth, may, therefore, in some sense, be re
garded as one and the same. But that hades, always 
improperly translated hell, and sometimes improp
erly translated grave, the common representative of 
the Hebrew sheol, sometimes indicated both place 
and state, may be inferred with certainty, as I con
ceive, from several occurrences in both Testaments. 

[To be continued and concluded in the next issue 
of the Firm Foundation.] Fp 

THE NIV and Ads 2:38 
By Stephen Wiggins 

The New Testament of the New International 
Version (NIV) made its debut in 1973. The 
completed Bible, including both the Old 

and New Testaments, was issued in 1978. Another 
edition of this entire translation with some changes 
was published in 1984. 

One change between these two editions is found 
in Acts 2:38. Here the inspired apostle Peter is tell
ing those on the day of Pentecost what they must do 
in order to be saved. The original NIV has Peter say
ing: "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be for
given." 

Notice carefully that the Bible here teaches they 
were to repent and be immersed "so that" they 
would receive the remission of sins. The phrase so 
that is a purpose statement. This is a good transla
tion of the Greek preposition eis. It relates the rea
son why one is to repent and be baptized. It clearly 
indicates that one does not receive the forgiveness of 
sins until he has exercised his faith by repenting and 
being baptized. 

When the second edition of the NIV was pub
lished the so that was replaced with the term for. 
Why do you suppose this change was made? Read 
the explanation offered by brother Hugo McCord: 

The English word "for" in the phrase "for 
the remission of sins" (Ac 2:38, KJV, NKJV) 
is ambiguous. It can mean "because of" (Mt 
25:8, NRSV; Re 16:10, ASV), or "in order 
to" (Mt 26:12; Ac 27:34, NRSV). The trans-

lators of the 1973 NIV in Ac 2:38 have "so 
that your sins may be forgiven." However, 
"many letters from pastors and professors" 
caused the 1984 NIV to return to the am
biguous "for the forgiveness of your sins," 
concerning which Dr. Ken Baker, of the 
translation committee, wrote, "I believe we 
translated it correctly the first time"(Quoted 
from the appendix of the 4th edition of his 
translation, The Everlasting Gospel, p. 718). 

The original NIV too plainly taught the necessity 
of baptism in gospel obedience. Denominational 
theologians who teach salvation by "faith only" were 
not happy. A change to the more ambiguous "for" 
now allows these preachers more ease in teaching 
their false doctrine of salvation by faith alone. They 
can now more easily persuade people that baptism is 
"because of" remission of sins and not an essential 
part of gospel obedience. This equals a blatant denial 
of God's word. 

The lesson learned here is that the science 
translating the Bible is a human, uninspired effort. 
It is often done with ulterior motives by those who 
are biased in their presentation of God's word. In
stead of making their theology harmonize with the 
word of God, they often manipulate the Bible to fit 
their own preconceived doctrines. One must always 
exercise caution knowing that the devil is out to de-
cetve. 

105 East Planters 
San Augustine, TX 75972 
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The Living Bible 
Taylor's Paraphrase 

Rcently some have inquired about the value of 
The Living Bible. 
Since this book is frequently advertised on 

TV and some folk considered buying a copy, I should 
like for you to consider the following objections 
against this book. 

1. First of all, it is not The Bible. It is not a 
translation of the original text into modern speech, 
nor does it make that claim. It is a paraphrase. To 
paraphrase something means to restate the writers 
ideas in different words. 

The Living Bible is not the Bible but a restate
ment or paraphrase of how one man, Mr. Ken Taylor 
(a Baptist) understands the Bible. A careful examina
tion will reveal that Mr. Taylor is steeped in error. 

Because it is not a translation of the original text 
the title The Living Bible is grossly misleading. It 
should more properly be entitled Taylor's Paraphrase 
or Taylor's Commentary. 
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Taylor knew, of course, that with accurate titling 
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Burt .Jones 
I commend to you this volume which is able to 
present what could be a very difficult subject in 
an easy-to-read and enlightening manner. The 
contents address both the reading of round AND 
shaped notes in a very simple understandable 
fashion. 

It is my prediction that this book will become 
the standard for singing and songleading as we 
enter the twenty-first century! Ralph A. Casey 
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Songleader 

the book would not have sold very many copies. The 
very title is deceitful and misleading. 

Mr. Taylor admits the dangers of a paraphrase in 
his introduction in which he says: "There are dan
gers in paraphrases, as well as values. For whenever 
the author's exact words are not translated from the 
original languages, there is a possibility that the 
translator, however honest, may be giving the En
glish reader something that the original writer did 
not mean to say. This is because a paraphrase is 
guided not only by the translator's skill in simplifying 
but also by his theology." 

2. Second, some of the language us.ed by Taylor 
is highly objectionable. The Baptists themselves 
(Nashville Tennessean, Dec. 10, 1973) are labeling 
the book as being vulgar - and leading demonstra
tions against Baptist book stores which sell it. 

Compare examples in The living Bible Paraphrase 
1 Samuel 20:30 reads, "Saul boiled with rage. 'You 
son of a bitch!' he yelled at him. 'Do you think 1 
don't know that you want this son of a nobody to be 
king in your place, shaming yourself and your 
mother?"' 

Mr. Taylor says he wants to put the Bible into 
Language his children can understand in their family 
devotionals. One wonders just how Mr. Taylor talks 
in front of his family! 

3. Third, The Living Bible is doctrinally cor
rupt. 

If one were to rely upon this book to tell us 
God's truth, he would be miserably in ignorance. 

It Teaches Original Sin- Psalm 51:5 
"But I was born a sinner, yes, from the moment my 
mother conceived me." 

In Ephesians 2:3: ''All of us used to be just as they 

Introduce your congregation to 

Firm Foundation. 

Call for a free bundle • (888) 367-6216 



are, our li ves expressing the evil within us, doing ev
ery wicked thing rhar our passions or our evil 
thoughts might lead us into. We starred our bad, be
ing born with evi l natures, and were under God's an
ger just li ke everyone else." 

It Teaches Premillenialism. 

1 Timothy 4:1: "And so I solemnly urge you before 
God and before Christ j esus - who will some day 
judge the li ving and the dead when he appears to set 
up his ki ngdom" 

Also Isaiah 2: 1-4: "This is another message to 
Isaiah from the Lord concerning Judah and j erusa
lem: In rhe last days jerusalem and rhe Temple of rhe 
Lord will become rhe world's greatest attraction, and 
people fro m many lands will flow there to wor hip 
the Lord. Come, everyone will say, Let us go up the 
mountai n of rhe Lord to the Temple of rhe God of 
Israel; rhere he will reach us his laws, and we will 
obey them. For in those days the world will be ru led 
from j erusalem. The Lord wi ll settl e international 
di sputes; all the nations will convert their weapons 
of war inro implements of peace. Thenar the last all 
wars wi ll stop and all military training will end." 

It Teaches Salvation by Faith Alone. 

Romans 4:12: "And Abraham is also the spiritual fa
ther of those Jews who have been circumci ed. They 
can see from his example rhar it is not this ceremony 
rhar saves them, for Abraham found favo r wi th God 
by faith alone, befo re he was circumcised." 

1 Peter 3:2 J: "(That, by the way, is what baptism 
pictures for us: In baptism we show rhar we have been 
saved from death and doom by the resurrection of 
Christ, nor because our bodies are washed clean by rhe 
water, bur because in being baptized we arc w rning ro 
God and asking him to cleanse our hearts from sin.)" 

And other numerous passages he reve rses the 
scriptures to prove that one is saved before baptism. 

He makes john 1: 12-13 reach that salvation is by 
faith onl y. "Even in his own land and among his own 
people, the Jews, he was not accepted. Only a few 
would welcome and receive him. Bur to al l who re
ceived him, he gave the right to become children of 
God. All they needed to do was to trust him to save 
them. All those who beli eve this are reborn - not a 
physical rebirth resul ti ng from human passion or 
plan- bur from the will of God." 

The errors it reaches concerning the function of 
rhe Holy Spirit are too numerous to mention. In I 
Corinthians 2: l 4 he makes Pau l say that one cannot 

understand the Bible until he gets the Holy Spirit. 
"But the man who isn't a Christian can't under

stand and can't accept these thoughts from God, 
which the Holy Spirit reaches us. They sound fool ish 
to him, because only those who have the Holy Spirit 
within them can understand what the Holy Spirit 
means. Others just can't rake ir in." 

In Romans 8:16 he has rhe Holy Spirit speaking 
d irectl y to our hearts separate and apart from the 
Holy Scripwres. "For his Holy Spiri t speaks to us deep 
in our hearts, and tells us that we reall y are God's 
children." 

Mr. Taylor says he rewrote the Bible because his 
children "Understood little of what rhey were asked 
to read in the King james Bible." We admit rhat this 
would be confusing to hear Calvinism preached by 
their father on Sunday and then try to find on Mon
day what he sa id in the King James Bible. Mr. Taylor 
should give up his rheology and nor change rhe Bible 
to fit his theory. 

We urge everyone to rea lize that The Living Bible 
is not a Bible at all, but Kenneth Taylor 's Restate-
ment." Thomas Snead Jr. 

734 Southwood Dr 
Lufkin, TX 75904 
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Our Religion-From God or Man? 
By Frazier Conley 

Ad when he entered the temple, the 
chief priests and the elders of the 
people came up to him as he was 

teaching, and said, "By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?" Jesus answered them, "I 
also will ask you a question; and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. The bap
tism of John, whence was it? From heaven 
or from men?" And they argued with one 
another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will 
say to us, 'Why then did you not believe 
him?' But if we say, 'From men,' we are 
afraid of the multitude; for all hold that 
John was a prophet." So they answered 
Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to 
them, "Neither will I tell you by what au
thority I do these things (Matt. 21:23-27). 

If a human being were put completely in charge 
of the formal worship assemblies and structure of a 
religious body, what might he do? He could organize 
it to suit his preferences. If he liked orchestra music, 
he might bring in an orchestra for everyone's enter
tainment. If he were a movie buff, maybe he would 
show a favorite movie. Perhaps he would be a com
puter games lover. With a digital projector all could 
watch the action. Even better, he might arrange to 
bring in a number of game consoles and have a tour
nament. If he were fond of magic shows, he could 
get a magician to perform. 

Perhaps he would be fond of "high church" cer
emonialism. He could institute rosaries or liturgical 
dances or "communion under one kind." Maybe he 
would ordain sacramental confirmation and Holy 
Orders. Perhaps he would prefer communion by 
intinction. He might ordain the teaching of Transub
stantiation or Consubstantiation. 

Maybe he would introduce Tonsure. Perhaps his 
style would be a particular "Church Typicon." Con
ceivably he would want to bring in religious statuary 
and the veneration of icons. 

Could the paschal candle and the swinging of the 
censor be far behind? Perhaps the observance of 
some of the Novenas could be arranged- Novenas 
of the dead, of preparation, to St. Hubert, of mourn-
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ing, etc. Maybe indulgences would be granted. 
Maybe the Sacrament of Penance could be enjoined. 

The possibilities are endless. Unlikely, you say? 
Maybe. Yet it is being taught from large pulpits and 
professors' podiums that the gospel of Jesus Messiah 
has no ordinances or regulations for public worship 
assemblies. They speak of the "core" gospel as being 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. But beyond that, 
Christians are on their own. According to the theory, 
there is nothing prescriptive or normative or even in 
the nature of a hint (?) in the will of our Lord on 
church organization, nothing on worship assemblies, 
and almost nothing on any other religious practice. 
Undoubtedly one reason for this development is loss 
of reverence for Holy Scripture (to express the issue 
mildly). Therefore it becomes legitimate for mere 
human beings to decide on all such matters them
selves. 

It is little surprise, therefore, that, according to 
reports, we now have in our brotherhood women 
performing offices specified for men, infant dedica
tion ceremonies designed to resemble infant bap
tisms, open membership, mechanical music appli
ances, and so forth. There is not only a hole in the 
dike, the whole dike has been removed. Maybe we 
will see table-tennis tournaments some day? But if 
not, we will surely witness a multitude of other inno
vations. And if we buy into the theory that it is God's 
will for humans to arrange such matters, then we will 
have no legitimate grounds for complaint when they 
do whatever they wish. 

The question raised is this - is it wholesome and 
desirable for us to seek God's instruction in all mat
ters of religious faith and practice or not? If not, then 
there is no principled reason for excluding anything! 

As soon as anyone says, "You should (or should 
not) do 'xyz' in the worship assembly because it 
would (or would not) please the Lord," he has 
adopted a principle of regulation. And good for him. 
All one needs after that is to organize all public wor
ship accordingly. The only way to arrange such a 
worship would be to ground each of its observances 
in the revealed will of Christ, his New Testament. 
And for all who would like to ground their worship 



in the New Testament, rather than in the capricious
ness of human imagination, such a course would en
hance the likelihood of harmony in the local congre
gation regarding acceptable worship. Further it 
would make possible worship fellowship in any con
gregation anywhere who would also adopt the idea. 

Until recently at least, Christians could go almost 
anywhere in the world, and if they found a congrega
tion seeking to ground all of its public worship in the 
New Testament, they could assemble with those 
Christians and know they had worshiped acceptably. 
Of course if someone prefers to place himself under 
the authority and guidance of human vagary for pub
lic worship, he has plenty of opportunity in today's 
religious world to do so. But he can have no confi
dence in the soundness of such worship, nor in its ac
ceptability before the throne of God, nor in its ability 
to make common ground and fellowship with other 
people who consider the New Testament scriptures 

normative (fast becoming a quaint idea, even within 
the Restoration Movement itself). 

What is true of formal worship is also applicable 
to church organization and to any other institution of 
collective Christian religion. All such matters ought to 
be grounded in the revealed will of Christ. Without 
such regulation, church history teaches us that human 
beings can and will devise monstrosities of hierarchies 
bloated with self-appointed human authorities. They 
can, they have, and they will contrive doctrines and 
practices and religious institutions that completely 
overwhelm the sound teaching of our Lord. 

Our religion: is it from man or from God? May 
all Christians resolve to practice and believe, in their 
common religious fellowship, only that which is 
grounded in the divinely revealed will of the Lord 
Jesus- his New Testament. p o B 7 .. ox 
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1'The Stand" 
By William R. Freeman #460307 

T lbe Stand, by Stephen King, is one of the 
most popular fictional horror stories ever 
written. The novel presents a small band of 

good, moral men who come into conflict with Satan. 
They endure many trials and tribulations building to 
the grand finale, which features our heroes making a 
stand against their antagonist. Their courage and 
steadfast commitment to good ultimately causes the 
downfall of Satan and his power over them. 

Entertaining as "The Stand" might have been, it 
is in no wise as enthralling and captivating as the true 
stories surrounding the ministry of Jesus and his 
stand against Satan in the wilderness. 

The Temptation of jesus- Satan knows all the 
weaknesses we suffer and wasted no time in attack
ing Jesus with them. Note particularly the perversion 
of scripture Satan attempts to use on the Great 
Teacher, and the Lord's responses. 

Three times the devil's hermeneutical gymnastics 
with the word of God was rebuked by Jesus with, "it 
is written" and the proper scripture quoted by our 
Lord. 

Jesus did not rely on his human wisdom, or his 
experience, nor even on what everyone else was do
ing. No, he went straight to the word of God, trusting 
in that word for his strength and guidance culminating 
in his authoritative dismissal, "Be gone, Satan! Then 
the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to Him" (Matt. 4:1-11, ESV). Satan is a 
roaring lion, and he wants to devour us (1 Pet. 5: 8). 
His greatest weapon in his lust for the souls of men is 
his eternal attacks on the Bible, the word of God. 

Make no mistake; he knows that the word of God 
is the power of God unto salvation, (Rom. 1: 16), that 
our very faith sprang from it (Rom. 1: 17), and he de
lights in knowing his efforts causing us to wrest the 
sacred text lead to our destruction (2 Pet. 3: 16). 

History abounds with Satan's attempts to destroy 
the Bible. From the garden of Eden to this present 
moment, he has relentlessly made war on the word. 

In recent times he has engineered the "God Is 
Dead" heresy, which gave rise to a new breed of his 
cohorts, and each day that passes these disciples 
grow more bold. 
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Using the same hermeneutical gymnastics em
ployed by their mentor, a self-serving historical inter
pretation, and hiding behind an academic duck 
blind, they launch attack after attack on God's word. 
Through a secular media these men, generously la
beled "liberal theologians," have joined hands within 
the denominational world. 

Sadly, far too many of our own brethren in the 
academic world have married into their associations, 
and endorsed their scholarship. Their attacks are re
lentless, often subtle, but always designed to create 
doubt in the inerrancy of the Bible. Their ways are 
not new: 

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for 
those who cause divisions and create ob
stacles contrary to the doctrine that you 
have been taught; avoid them. For such per
sons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their 
own appetites, and by smooth talk and flat
tery they deceive the hearts of the naive 
(Rom. 16:17-18 ESV). 

Two editorials by "Buster" Dobbs have appeared 
in the Firm Foundation, "Religious Liberalism," June 
2007, vol. 122, No. 6, and "Who Is on the Lord's 
Side?" Uuly 2007, vol. 122, No. 7). 

These excellent articles shine light on the method 
and madness of these liberal theologians. More im
portantly however, they ask: 

Who in the academic world today, espe
cially those associated with schools that 
profess to be Christian will clearly and 
unashamedly affirm the virgin birth of 
jesus? Who among such illustrious teachers 
of highest academic rank will candidly af
firm the miracles of the Son of God, who 
called himself the son of man? Who will af
firm every miracle recorded in sacred his
tory from creation to the ascension of 
jesus? Who will acknowledge that themes
sage of jesus and his apostles is undeniably 
true because God bore "witness with them, 
both by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according 
to his own will" (with permission) 

It is incomprehensible that not one of these dis
tinguished members of modern academia have 
stepped forward with, "Here I am, I will affirm all 
these truths." Not one of them has stepped into the 
light, nor taken a stand in defense of the Bible's iner
rancy, and the truth of the gospel. Like the Romans 
they have: "Became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts darkened. Claiming to be wise they be
came fools" (Rom. 1-21b-22a, ESV). 
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Of paramount importance for now, the immedi
ate future, and until Jesus makes his glorious return 
is our taking a stand in defense of the Bible. 

Someone might say, "How can I make a stand, I 
am not a scholar, nor able to debate these teachers?" 

Doubt in ourselves is a destructive influence Sa
tan absolutely adores. He loves nothing better than 
to help us believe our talents are useless in defense of 
the faith. We must not let that happen. Don't let him 
manipulate our fear into inactivity, for ours is not a 
religion of fear, but of power (2 Tim. 1: 7). 

God does not accept our complacent apathy; "So, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, 
I will spit you out of my mouth" (Rev. 3:16 ESV). 

There are many ways we can make a difference, 
many different stands we can take and become effec
tive warriors for Christ. Consider these: 

1. Education is critical in contending for, and 
defending the faith. Aggessively organize and sup
port Bible study, both basic and advanced. Take a 
stand for truth. 

2. Publicly voice your objections to, and support 
of, any institution that employs or supports liberal 
teachers. 

3. Be vocal in your support of elders and those 
who oppose these elements. 

4. Stand firm in the group who has the courage 
not to compromise truth. 

5. Subscribe to, and purchase subscriptions for 
others, to sound publications such as the Firm Foun
dation. 
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You can think of many other ways to make a 
stand. Paul appealed to the Corinthians; 

"Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like 
men, be strong" (1 Cor. 16:13 ESV). Love the word 
of God, and remember: 

The Bible contains the mind of God, 
the state of man, 
the way of salvation, 
the doom of sinners, 
and the happiness of believers. 
Its doctrines are holy, 
its precepts are binding, 
its histories are true, 
and its decisions are immutable. 
Read it to be wise, 
believe it to be safe, 
and practice it to be holy. 
It contains light to direct you, 
food to support you, 
and comfort to cheer you. 
It is the traveler's map, 
the pilgrim's staff, 
the pilot's compass, 
the soldier's sword, 
and the Christian's charter. 
Here paradise is restored, 
Heaven opened 
and the gates of hell disclosed. 
Christ is its grand subject, 
our good the design, 
and the glory of God its end. 
It should fill the memory, 
rule the heart, 
and guide the feet. 
Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. 
It is a mine of wealth, 
a paradise of glory, 
and a river of pleasure. 
It is given you in life, 
will be opened at the judgment, 
and be remembered forever. 
It involves the highest responsibility, 
will reward the greatest labor 
and will condemn all who trifle with its 
sacred contents. author unknown 
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(End Note: I deeply appreciate all the prayers and 
support I received in my recent bid for parole. I re
ceived a one-year set-off, which will be up in about 
six months. Of course, I am free in Christ [John 8:32] 
wrf.) FF 
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church are for believers today. 
Affirm: Billy Davis 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 
The Bible teaches that miracles, such as healing the 
sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the dead, as 
done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the early days 
of the church, ceased with the close of the apostolic 
age and the completion of God's revelation to man. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Billy Davis 

Paperback, 234 pgs. BDCR03 .................................... $7.95 

Cotham -John Debate 
on Mit•acles Today 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
July 17-18, 1989 

$3.50 s&h 

The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles ceased at the 
close of the apostolic age. 
Affirm: Perry B. Cotham 
Deny: Peter John 
The scriptures teach that miracles such as were 
performed by Christ and the apostles continue in the 
church today 
Affirm: Peter John, Amble Church, Amble, Michigan 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham, Church of Christ 

Paperback, 122 pgs. DBCR01 .................................... $7.00 

Pet·ry B. Cotham 
and John Hartley Debate 
Melbourne, Australia 
March 31-April2, 1980 

$3.00 s&h 

Brother Cotham kindly but forcefully refuted Mr. 
Hartley's arguments showing that the miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit had served their purpose and are no 
longer available today. 
Proposition: The Bible teaches that miracles (such as 
healing the sick, speaking in tongues, and raising the 
dead, as done by the power of the Holy Spirit in the 
early days of the church) continue in the church today. 
Affirm: John Hartley 
Deny: Perry B. Cotham 

Paperback, 86 pgs. DBCR02 ...................................... $6.00 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

$3.00 s&h 
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A Pilgrim Seeks Salvation 
By E. Claude Gardner 

T hese all died in faith, not having re
ceived the promises, but having 
seen them afar off were assured of 

them, embraced them and confessed that 
they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth. For those who say such things declare 
plainly that they seek a homeland (Heb. 
11: 13-14). [All Scripture references are 
from the New King James Version unless 
otherwise indicated.] 

A pilgrim "seeks" a better country. He is not sat
isfied with human tradition, theology of divines, but 
in his pilgrimage he seeks only God's "statutes" as he 
makes his journey onward and upward. The psalmist 
gives the parameter for the journey. It is to find the 
true way to salvation as found in the divine law. 
"Your statutes have been my songs in the house of 
my pilgrimage" (Ps. 119:54). 

As a Christian "pilgrim" (1 Pet. 2: 11), one must 
be fully persuaded about what is the "only true way" 
to salvation and to going to heaven. Christ taught 
that one can "know" the right way. Simply stated he 
said, ''And you shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free" Uohn 8:32). Any sincere and 
honest seeker can know and understand the Lord's 
doctrine. "If anyone wills to do His will, he shall 
know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from 
God or whether I speak on My own authority" Uohn 
7: 17). Abstract philosophies of men, myriad reli
gious books, and innumerable human dogmas have 
smothered their rubble over the simple teaching of 
the Bible. Paul declares there is "simplicity that is in 
Christ" (2 Cor. 11 :3). 

As a pilgrim seeks for the true way, he has with 
him the divine yardstick. He measures religious 
teaching and practices by the Bible. He will encoun
ter Catholic and Protestant bodies. Included will be 
community churches and evangelicals. He will find 
that much truth is taught but not the full truth that 
makes one free. In reality, the pilgrim, in one short 
span of 70 or 80 years, cannot read and examine the 
hundreds of religious groups and millions of pages of 
books, creeds and magazines. His first obligation is 
to diligently study and research the Bible to learn 
what was the original truth. Having learned clearly 

22 December 2007 
Firm Foundation 

the vital truth, he will know that all other systems of 
faith, creeds, and doctrines that contradict the Bible 
cannot be the right way. 

This pilgrim travels through denominationalism 
which only started in the 1500s. He learned of divi
sion and many weird doctrines. He then goes beyond 
Protestantism to the Catholic faith. (The Roman 
church had its first pope in A.D. 606, and the Greek 
Orthodox church started in A.D. 1054.) On the sur
face he sees unspeakable doctrines. Traveling further, 
he encounters the gnostic doctrine and the many de
partures in teaching that resulted in the Great Apos
tasy, or Falling Away, as described by Paul. 

Let no one deceive you by any means; for 
that Day will not come unless the falling 
away comes first, and the man of sin is re
vealed, the son of perdition, who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called 
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as 
God in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God. Do you not remember that 
when I was still with you I told you these 
things? And now you know what is restrain
ing, that he may be revealed in his own 
time. For the mystery of lawlessness is al
ready at work; only He who now restrains 
will do so until He is taken out of the way. 
(2 Thess. 2:3-7). 

The pilgrim has gone beyond Protestantism and 
Catholicism and now he considers the first- century 
church. In the New Testament he finds the church of 
the Lord. He now finds the "true way to salvation." 
It is the church. Since the church of the New Testa
ment is the right way, anything else should be re
jected. 

What did the pilgrim learn about the true 
church? Eureka! The pilgrim found Christ's church 
in the New Testament. 

1. Christ built only one church as he promised. 
''And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it" (Matt. 16:18). 

2. The church was built in Jerusalem in A.D. 33 
on Pentecost Day (a Jewish feast) when the apostles 
preached (Acts 2:1-4 7). 



3. Only Christ is the head of his church (Col. 
1:18). It did not have a pope. 

4. Christ had all authority (Matt. 28: 18). No per
son has supreme authority. Human traditions, 
creeds, feelings, direct divine illumination, and reli
gious conclaves are excluded. The creed was Christ. 

5. The church was not divided into denominations, 
sects, or parties. It was "one body" {Eph. 4:4-6). 

6. The church was a divine and spiritual body 
(Rom. 14: 17). 

7. The church and the gospel were universal. The 
church was worldwide with local congregations 
(Mark 16:15; Col. 1 :2). 

8. The means of entrance into the church was by 
obeying the gospel. On the day the church began, 
those who were believers were commanded to "Re
pent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). About 
3,000 were added to the church after they were im
mersed. "Then those who gladly received his word 
were baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them" (Acts 2:41). The inspired 
Luke said that the saved each day were instantly added 
to the church. All who were saved by Christ were also 
a member of his church. Paul teaches that congrega
tions are "in Christ" Gal. 1:22; see also Col. 1:24). 

9. Each Christian was a priest. No order of priest
hood existed like the Aaronic priesthood of the Old 
Testament (Rev. 1 :6; 1 Pet. 2:5). The church did not 
have a "confessional" to a priest. 
10. The worship of the church was simple and sa

cred. '~d they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). "God is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth" 
Uohn 4:24). "[S]peaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord" {Eph. 5: 19). It did 
not have instrumental music. 
11. Followers of Christ were called Christians. "The 

disciples were first called Christians in Antioch" (Acts 
11:26). They were not to follow men (1 Cor.1:12-13). 
12. The church was one and only needed to be called 

the church (Acts 8: 1, 3); the body of Christ (Eph. 
1:22-23 ); the kingdom (Col. 1:13 ); and church of 
Christ (showing ownership) (Rom. 16: 16; Matt. 
16: 18). 
13. The church was autonomous with elders and 

deacons (1 Tim. 3:1-13; Acts 20:28). It did not have a 
conglomerate organization with many congregations 

joined which was directed by a bishop. 
14. The church had members who were faithful 

worshipers each Lord's Day and who lived a conse
crated life (Heb. 10:25; 1 Cor. 16:1-2). 
15. The church was the true way to salvation. Only 

those members in His church had the promise of be
ing saved. No person was saved who was out of the 
church. "For the husband is head of the wife, as also 
Christ is head of the church and He is the Savior of 
the body" (Eph. 5:23 ). 

The seeker understands the church and, there
fore, realizes that any religious body that omits or 
adds to the divine description cannot be the body 
that is the true way to salvation. 

Christ's church exists on the earth today and 
never vanished since it began. One can become a 
member of it in the same way it was done in the be
ginning (Dan. 2:44; Heb. 12:28; Matt. 24:35). 

The pilgrim-seeker found the church. The church 
purchased by Christ (Acts 20:28) is right and cannot 
be wrong. It leads to the "homeland." 

The Pope's Claim 

According to a report from the Associated Press on 
July 11, 2007, the recently elected Romish pope, 
Benedict XVI, "reasserted the primacy of the Roman 
Catholic church, approving a document released 
Tuesday that says other Christian communities are 
defective and Catholicism provides the only true path 
to salvation." He asserted, "other Christian denomi
nations" do not have "the means of salvation." Also, 
they cannot be called "churches" because "they do not 
have apostolic succession - the ability to trace their 
bishops back to Christ's original apostles. The claim is 
made for the primacy of the pope. 

The Protestant leaders quarreled with the report. 
They believe this will hurt their efforts to be ecu
menical and work for unity. 

The sincere seeker of truth will ignore the pope's 
blatant claims and bypass Protestantism and Catholi
cism and go all the way back to the church of the 
Lord in the first century. Then the pilgrim can lead 
us forward to proclaim and teach the pure, unadul
terated gospel of Christ to an unbelieving and sinful 
world. To God be the glory. 
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Who Is Sicker? 
By Star Parker 

The Michael Vick dogfighting scandal is 
morphing into a broader NFL dogfighting 
scandal, as other NFL players also appear to 

be involved in this very weird pastime. 
But as animal-rights groups get more aggressive 

in their accusations and demands, the whole scene is 
getting stranger and stranger. And the closer you 
look, the more you see the deep conflicts in core val
ues that fracture our society. 

PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani
mals) wants the NFL to "add cruelty to animals- in 
all its forms - to its personal conduct policy." What, 
for PETA, is "cruelty to animals- in all its forms"? 
According to its Web site, we should not eat, wear, 
experiment on, use for entertainment or abuse ani
mals in any way. 

So PETA's problem is well beyond the sick and 
cruel murdering of these creatures of which Vick and 
others are allegedly guilty. Dogfighting for entertain
ment, or any other use of animals for entertainment, 
is itself, for PETA, cruelty. 

If it's relevant to look for any kind of logic here, 
why would it be decent entertainment to watch hulks 
of men ram the daylights out of each other as they 
move a ball across a field, but cruel to watch dogs 
fight? Why would the NFL sign on to such a thing? 

More specifically, among PETA's prohibitions, is 
the use of animal skins. The ball, as in football, is an 
inflated leather object endearingly called the "pig
skin." 

Why does PETA oppose existing NFL conduct 
policy, and not football itself? 

J. C. Watts, Chuck Colson, and others have asked 
why abuse of dogs is outrageous to so many who see 
no similar outrage in the 800,000-plus abortions that 
occur in the United States each year. At the most in
tuitive level, there is something unsettling about an 
attitude for which abuse of a dog is intolerable, but 
women destroying their unborn children with impu
nity is not a problem. 

Logging onto the PETA Web site, I notice the 
PETA Files blog announces as one of the group's 
supporters porn star Jenna Jameson. "In addition to 
being an icon of the adult-film world, Jenna Jameson 
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... happens to be a good friend of PETA. Jenna first 
got involved in animal rights after watching 'Earth
lings' a year or so ago, and we couldn't be happier to 
have her on her side in our KFC campaign ... She 
also happens to date ... UFC fighter Tito Ortiz ... " 

Again I wonder. PETA is untroubled by pornog
raphy, the unapologetic exploitation and marketing 
of human flesh, but explains that we should not eat 
fish because they "are smart, interesting animals with 
their own unique personalities." The blogger says 
Jameson is "beautiful, inside and out." 

The UFC - Ultimate Fighting Championship -
where Jameson's boyfriend fights, consists of "mixed 
martial arts," where fighters do violent battle, for 
popular entertainment, using the full array of mar
tial-arts forms. The PETA blogger obviously enjoys 
this sport and calls Ortiz "my favorite UFC fighter." 

PETA provides material on its Web site to ex
plain the rationale of the "animal-rights" concept 
that drives its worldview. "When it comes to pain, 
love, joy, loneliness, and fear, a rat is a pig is a dog is 
a boy," says PETA founder Ingrid Newkirk. 

For more extensive exposition, the site refers to 
the writings of Princeton philosopher Peter Singer, 
author of '~imal Liberation." 

Now Singer has written on a great deal more 
than animal rights. He's the author of "Practical Eth
ics," in which he offers his justifications for euthana
sia, abortion, and infanticide. 

According to Singer, parents should be permitted 
to kill a baby born with a tragic illness or defect. In 
"Practical Ethics," he argues that " ... the fact that a 
being is a human being, in the sense of a member of 
the species Homo sapiens, is not relevant to the 
wrongness of killing it; it is, rather, characteristics 
like rationality, autonomy and self-consciousness 
that make a difference. Infants lack these characteris
tics. Killing them, therefore, cannot be equated with 
killing normal human beings, or any other self-con
scious beings." 

Thus, through a long and twisted road of logic, 
beginning with one man's own premises about exist
ence, we are led to a conclusion that killing animals 
is an outrage, but an infant, not. 



Computer scientists call this "garbage in, garbage 
out." Our conclusions are only as good as the pre
mises we start with. 

And hence, the cultural divide in our country. It 
all starts with where we get our premises. 

The NFL is a bit, as they say, between a rock and 

a hard place. Michael Vick's lifestyle is not one to 
hold up to young fans. But those who thirst for his 
destruction offer a picture that is no prettier 
(TownHall.Com, Aug. 27, 2007). 

Star Parker is a regular commentator on CNN, 
MSNBC, and FOX News FF 

Global Warming Insanity? 
By Paul Driessen 

The object of life is not to be on the side of the 
majority," Marcus Aurelius opined, "but to 
escape finding oneself in the ranks of the in

sane." An even worse fate would be to end up in mi
nority status and an asylum. Recent developments 
suggest that this might become the destiny of climate 
change alarmists. 

Now that NASA has corrected its US temperature 
records, the hottest year on record is no longer 1998, 
but 1934. Five of the ten hottest years since 1880 were 
between 1920 and 1940- and the 15 hottest years 
since 1880 are spread across seven decades. This sug
gests natural variation, not a warming trend. Plant and 
insect remains found at the base of Greenland's ice 
sheet indicate that, just 400,000 years ago, the island 
was blanketed in forests and basking in temperatures 
perhaps 2 7 degrees F warmer than today. 

Land area temperatures in South America, Africa 
and Australia have declined slightly over the last few 
years. Since 1998, sea surface temperatures over 
much of the world have decreased slightly, while glo
bally averaged atmospheric temperatures have shown 
no change. 

Many US temperature gauges are near air-condi
tioning exhausts, hot asphalt and other heat sources. 
Their readings are thus too high and must be revised 
downward- along with claims about rising tempera
tures. 

Over the past 650,000 years, global temperatures 
almost always rose or fell first - followed centuries 
later by changes in atmospheric carbon dioxide levels, 
as warming oceans exhaled C02 or cooling seas ab
sorbed the gas. (This inconvenient fact is what AI 
Gore is referring to when he says the temperature
C02 relationship "is actually very complicated.") 

More scientists are pointing to solar energy levels, 
cosmic rays and clouds as determinants of climate -

and saying CO2 plays only a minor role. Thousands of 
scientists have questioned claims that humans are 
causing catastrophic climate change, and over the past 
year dozens have publicly switched from believers to 
skeptics about climate Armageddon theories. There is 
obviously no consensus on climate change. 

Latvia and seven other eastern European coun
tries are threatening legal action against EU decisions 
to restrict their emissions, as they work to grow their 
economies after decades of impoverishment under 
Communism. China and India refuse to sacrifice eco
nomic growth to concerns about climate chaos. China 
has surpassed the US as the world's leading C02 emit
ter - and EU carbon dioxide emissions have in
creased faster than those in the United States, where 
both population and economic growth have been sub
stantially higher than in Western Europe. 

During the just-concluded UN climate confer
ence in Vienna, a number of industrialized countries 
rejected binding targets of 25 -400/o greenhouse gas 
reductions by 2020 - while a bloc of 77 developing 
nations said industrialized countries should reduce 
their emissions 80o/o by that date. 

The response of climate alarmists is fodder for 
psychological textbooks. Greenpeace says cataclysm 
skeptics are "climate criminals." NASA scientist 
James Hansen calls us "court jesters." Grist magazine 
wants "Nuremberg-style war crimes trials." Robert 
Kennedy, Jr. says we should be treated like "traitors." 

Phil Jones at the University of East Anglia's Cli
mate Research Unit refused to reveal the methodol
ogy for his dire-sounding temperature data. "Why 
should I make the data available," he asked, "when 
your aim is to find something wrong with it?" And 
Senator Barbara Boxer turned climate hearings into 
inquisitions for catastrophe skeptics, while Con
gressman Jim Costa walked out on a witness who 
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pointed out that proposed legislation would dramati
cally increase energy and food prices, cost millions of 
jobs, and severely hurt poor families - while doing 
nothing to stabilize global temperatures. 

Newsweek said climate holocaust "deniers" had 
received $19 million from industry, to subvert the 
"consensus" it claims exists about global warming. It 
made no mention of the $50 BILLION that alarmists 
and other beneficiaries have received since 1990 from 
governments, foundations and corporations- or of its 
1975 article, which declared that scientists are "al
most unanimous" in believing that a major cooling 
trend would usher in reduced agricultural productiv
ity, famines and perhaps even a new Little Ice Age. 

(Newsweek contributing editor Robert Samuelson 
called the global warming "denial machine" article 
"highly contrived" and based on "discredited" accusa
tions about industry funding.) 

Alarmists have blamed global warming for hurri
canes, tornadoes, malaria, and even the Minneapolis 
bridge collapse, terrorism, Italian suicides, teenage 
drinking and "irritability" in mice. By combining far
fetched speculation with various computer-gener
ated temperature projections and worst-case sce
narios, they concoct even more ominous auguries, 
like this whopper from London's Benfield UCL Haz
ard Research Centre: 

If C0
2 

levels keep rising, global tempera
tures could soar, ice caps could melt, oceans 
could rise dozens of feet- and all that extra 
water pressure could destabilize Earth's 
crust, squeeze out magma and cause volca
noes to erupt. The volcanic gases and dust 
could then cool the earth, and cause a new 
ice age. 

A 1993 blockbuster movie used a similar what-if 
pyramid scheme to generate terrifying encounters 
with raptors and tyrannosaurs. But when the lights 
came up, people knew it was just a movie. 

When it comes to climate change, however, many 
seem unable to separate science from science fiction 
- or even distinguish between headline-grabbing 
pronouncements, preposterous disaster flicks like 
"The Day Mter Tomorrow," and pseudo-documenta
ries like "An Inconvenient Truth" and "The 11th 
Hour." Instead of fostering rational discourse and re
sponsible action, alarmists insist that we "do some
thing" immediately to prevent climate cataclysm. 

AI Gore is buying carbon offset indulgences. 
Leonardo DiCaprio is replacing his incandescent 
lightbulbs. Cheryl Crow promotes one square per trip 
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to the ladies room. Cate Blanchett will wash her hair 
less often in her new $1 0-million Australian mansion. 
Cameron Diaz promotes "indigenous" lifestyles in 
Third World countries. 

But they all support laws mandating greatly re
duced energy use and economic growth - outside of 
Hollywood and Nashville's Belle Meade area. In re
sponse, Congress has introduced a half-dozen "cli
mate stabilization" bills- and state legislatures are 
reviewing 3 7 5 more - even as the scientific "con
sensus" fades, Europe's united front on emissions 
trading collapses, and countries in the Asia-Pacific 
Partnership reject mandatory greenhouse gas cut
backs in favor of steady technological progress in 
pollution control and energy efficiency. 

These bills would cost American consumers 
many billions of dollars a year. But they would re
duce average global temperatures by a tiny fraction 
of the 0.2 degrees F that scientists say the Kyoto Pro
tocol would accomplish by 2050 (assuming C0

2 
re

ally is a primary cause of climate change). 
It's time to ask: At what point do symbolic ges

tures and political grandstanding become "doing 
something" about climate change? At what point do 
they amount to insanity? 

Many suspect that anxiety about climate change 
was never really about preventing a global warming 
- or global cooling - catastrophe. Instead, they say, 
the real purpose is controlling energy use, economic 
growth and people's lives. Alarmist efforts to intimi
date climate catastrophe skeptics and legislate man
datory energy restrictions suggest that these suspi
cions are valid, and that climate doomsayers are be
coming increasingly desperate. 

(Paul Driessen is senior policy advisor for the 
Congress of Racial Equality and Atlas Economic Re
search Foundation.) 

[Be on guard for a revival of the Social Gospel, 
which is an attempt to promote economic socialism 
through the churches. Its mentors were men like 
Harry Ward, Walter Rauschenbusch, and R.]. Camp
bell. The Social Gospel is more than 100 years old, 
and that is about the right timeframe for some of our 
scholars to get interested in it. Such is life. Environ
mentalists are also seeking to seduce the church into 
wasting herself by meddling in matters that are none 
of her concern. Our interest must be in matters of re
demption from spiritual debauchery. May we have 
the good sense to keep the emphasis on the saving gos
pel of Jesus.] 
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Potpourri ... 

We come now to the last month of the year 
... a time for remembrance and a time for 
revival (but, of course, that is true of every 

day of every year). Our happy expectation and an
ticipation is that all will come to repentance and find 
a haven in a celestial harbor. 

Psalm I 19:135-153 
Make your face shine upon your servant, and 

teach me your statutes. 
My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do 

not keep your law. 
Righteous are you, 0 LORD, and right are your 

rules. 
You have appointed your testimonies in righ

teousness and in all faithfulness. 
My zeal consumes me, because my foes forget 

your words. 
Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves 

it. 
I am small and despised, yet I do not forget your 

precepts. 
Your righteousness is righteous forever, and your 

law is true. 
Trouble and anguish have found me out, but 

your commandments are my delight. 
Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me 

understanding that I may live. 
With my whole heart I cry; answer me, 0 LORD! 

I will keep your statutes. 
I call to you; save me, that I may observe your 

testimonies. 
I rise before dawn and cry for help; I hope in your 

words. 
My eyes are awake before the watches of the 

night, that I may meditate on your promise. 
Hear my voice according to your steadfast love; 

0 LORD, according to your justice give me life. 
They draw near who persecute me with evil pur

pose; they are far from your law. 
But you are near, 0 LORD, and all your com

mandments are true. 
Long have I known from your testimonies that 

you have founded them forever. 

David's persistent devotion to God's unfailing 
word is a good pattern for all who would live godly 
in Christ Jesus. May it be your watchword in the 
com1ng year. 

Now we take a quick look at our world see what 
Satan's servants are up to and what God's children 
are doing. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you." 

South Bend, Indiana 
• (WSBT-TV) A very dangerous and somewhat 

new drug is causing police to send a warning to local 
parents. Investigators say kids are getting high off a 
drug called]enkem. The drug, made from fermented 
feces and urine, hasn't been found in our area yet, 
but police think it could be here soon. 

Police say ]enkem is a fad they're hearing about 
from other law enforcement agencies. It starts as an 
attempt to get high. 

"It's basically someone taking raw sewage and 
letting it ferment," explained Metro Special Opera
tions Police Captain Robert Hammer. "Then there's 
a gas that expels off of that and they inhale that gas." 

That gas causes hallucinations. Dr. Tom Sweeny 
works in the ER at St. Joseph Regional Medical Cen
ter. He says the typical hallucinogen gives a sense of 
euphoria and a heightened sense of awareness. The 
rush is followed by sedation. 

Dr. Sweeny says the immediate symptoms are 
lower blood pressure, a decreased heart rate, and 
lowering respiratory drive. It is possible for someone 
to stop breathing after taking a hallucinogen. 

]enkem can cause all those things to happen, but 
the long term effects are worse. They include brain 
damage, stroke-like symptoms, even destroying bone 
marrow to the point of developing leukemia. All of 
those things can happen from getting high off human 
feces and urine. 

Some signs a person might be taking hallucino
gens like ]enkem are if they're acting nervous, jittery, 
experiencing tremors or have dilated pupils. Police 
say it can also be smelled on a person's breath since 
it's something they're breathing to get high. 

Doctors and police say for parents to keep their 
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kids away from things like ]enkem and other halluci
nogens, they should pay extra attention to their kids. 

That means they should wait up for them at 
night and not let their kids go to bed until they have 
seen them and smelled their breath. 

Brave New Schools 
• 'Gay' groups: We have rights to your children! 
Brief filed in lawsuit over school promotion of 

homosexuality 
A collection of 'gay' organizations has filed a 

friend-of-the-court brief in a Massachusetts lawsuit, 
claiming they have every right to teach their doctrine 
to grade-school students. 

Parental rights, according to the brief filed this 
week, "have never meant that a parent can demand 
prior notice and the right to opt a child out of mere 
exposure to ideas in the public schools that a parent 
disapproves of." 

That includes, according to the brief, religious or 
any other ideas. 

The new brief was filed in a Massachusetts District 
Court lawsuit by Lexington parent David Parker, 
whose civil rights case is pending, by the Human 
Rights Campaign, the ACLU, Massachusetts Teachers 
Association, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders 
and others (WorldNetDaily.com, Oct. 6, 2007) 
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law of the land 
• Judge orders 'gay' agenda taught to Christian 

children. 
Rules kids need teachings to be 'engaged and 

productive citizens' 
A federal judge in Massachusetts has ordered the 

"gay" agenda taught to Christians who attend a public 
school in Massachusetts, finding that they need the 
teachings to be "engaged and productive citizens." 

U.S. District Judge Mark L. Wolf yesterday dis
missed a civil rights lawsuit brought by David Parker, 
ordering that it is reasonable, indeed there is an obli
gation, for public schools to teach young children to 
accept and endorse homosexuality (Bob Unruh, Feb. 
24, 2007, WorldNetDaily.com) 

King and King 
• While two parents in Lexington, Mass., are up

set about the fact their second-grade son was read a 
fantasy book in school about two princes getting mar
ried, what makes them even more angry is the fact the 
boy's teacher said because same-sex marriage is legal 
in their state there is no way a mother or father can 
opt out a child from such experiences. 

"We are outraged," parents Rob and Robin 
Wirthlin told the local Article 8 Alliance. "This is a 
highly charged social issue. Why are they introducing 
it in the second grade? And we cannot present our 
family's point of view to our children if they don't 
tell us what they're saying to them." 

According to a statement from the traditional
values organization, March 24 the Wirthlins' second
grade son came home from Estabrook Elementary 
School and repeated to his mother the story read to 
him earlier that day about men getting married to 
each other. His teacher had read the book "King and 
King" to the class, in which a prince doesn't want to 
marry any princesses, but instead falls in love with a 
princess' brother and marries him in a big palace 
wedding. 

Dec 8, 2:54 PM (IT) 
• SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. (AP) - An Episcopal 

diocese in central California voted Saturday to split 
with the national denomination over disagree
ments about the role of gays and lesbians in the 
church. 

Clergy and lay members of the Episcopal Diocese 
of San Joaquin voted 173-22 at their annual conven
tion to remove all references to the national church 
from the diocese's constitution, according to spokes
woman Joan Gladstone. 



San Joaquin is the first full diocese to secede be
cause of a conservative-liberal rift that began decades 
ago and is now focused on whether the Bible con
demns gay relationships. 

Islam 
• Shadia Nagui Ibrahim, 47, was sentenced 

Wednesday to three years in jail on the charge of 
fraud for stating she is a Christian on her marriage 
certificate, according to Agence France-Presse. 

Under Egyptian law, a person's official religion is 
based on the father's religion. 

Nagui Ibrahim's father converted to Islam in 1962 
after leaving home when she was two. Three years 
later he reconciled with her mother and returned 
home, re-converting back to Christianity. He had 
someone forge his document to say he was Christian. 

In Egypt, it is extremely difficult to near impos
sible to officially change one's religion from Islam. 
However, it is easy to officially change one's religion 
to Islam. 

Pot in Pizza 
• An Alabama church group got the shock of 

their lives when they found marijuana in their pizza. 
It happened at a youth outing in Florence the day 

before Thanksgiving, and police still aren't sure 
where the pot came from. 

The pizza came from a Papa John's restaurant in 
Florence. 

The district office for Papa John's sent us this 
press release: 

"We have been notified by the Florence police of 
a possible incident of product tampering with a pizza 
order on November 21st, where a customer claims to 
have discovered marijuana on his pizza. We have in
vestigated internally and have no reason to believe 
that the product tampering occurred at our restau
rant or by any of our employees. We take great pride 
in serving a high-quality product to our customers 
and in our 12 years of serving the Florence commu
nity have never had an incident like this. We are co
operating with the police in their processes to get to 
the bottom of this claim." 

Authorities did say an off duty Florence Police 
Officer ordered the pizza. 

"I don't believe at this time they knew it was a 
police officer who ordered it," said Sgt. Rolando 
Bogran, of the Florence Police Department. 

According to the FPD, it was not until the pizza 
was already eaten that someone realized there was 
something in it. 

Forensic testing has been ordered to get official 
certified results. 

"Whatever the outcome of the investigation, it 
will be bad, we are talking about a local restaurant, it 
hurts the community, hurts everyone, but most of all 
some people could have been hurt in the incident," 
said Sgt. Brogan. 

Several of the youth who ate the pizza were 
taken to the hospital to be checked out. 

None were found to have ill effects of eating the 
pizza (From NBC News). 

11Y" Is for Yoga 
• The surgeon general really needs to slap a health 

warning on The New York Times. My blood pressure 
increases a few points every time I read it. This week, 
the newspaper of record pimped the Next Great 
American Education Fad: In-school yoga classes. 

According to the piece, "Less Homework, More 
Yoga, From a Principal Who Hates Stress," the head 
of Needham High School in the Boston suburbs is 
pushing "stress reduction" through better stretching 
and breathing. Principal Paul Richards, who last 
earned nationwide mockery when he ditched pub
lishing the honor roll, is part-Oprah, part-Deepak 
Chopra, part-Richard Simmons and all edu-babble. 

"It's not that I'm trying to turn the culture upside 
down," he's quoted telling the Times. "It's very im
portant to protect the part of the culture that leads to 
all the achievement," he said. "It's more about bring
ing the culture to a healthier place." 

And here I thought high school principals should 
make schooling, not "bringing the culture to a 
healthier place," their top priority. Silly me. Wel
come to your new Nanny State nightmare. 

Yoga classes are now a requirement for Needham 
high school seniors. To further ease the supposed 
burden on overworked students, Richards has 
"asked teachers to schedule homework-free week
ends and holidays." Just what we need to turn 
around those one in 10 schools that are now consid
ered "dropout factories," huh? Can't cut it in the 
classroom? Bend like a bridge, take five deep, slow 
breaths, and all will be dandy. 

Why stop at yoga? Tantric chanting, here we 
come. And, hey, Kabbalah has done wonders for Ma
donna. Let's add hypnotism and acupuncture classes 
while we're at it. Hot stone massages? Bonsai tree
clipping? No Relaxation Technique Left Behind! 

Some point to a number of tragic student sui
cides to justify larding up the school day with Tree 
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Poses and Sun Salutations. But the school officials 
themselves admit the deaths were not related to 
stress. No matter. Richards is using them to forge 
ahead with "a movement to push back against an 
ethos of super-achievement at affluent suburban high 
schools amid the extreme competition over college 
admissions." It appears there are now more than 40 
other high schools and middle schools that embrace 
the "Stressed Out Students" agenda. There's another 
yoga curriculum popular in California, Yoga Ed., that 
has trained 10,000 teachers in more than 100 
schools nationwide. 

And guess what else I discovered after trying to 
find out whether yoga was coming to a school near 
me? We are paying for this nonsense. The Yoga Ed. 
program, created by Hollywood spouse/socialite 
Tara Guber, was funded with taxpayer grants from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the federal 
Carol M. White Physical Education Program. 

Bit by bit, the dumbed-down cult of mediocrity, 
secular extremism, and multicultural madness has in
fected American public education. Instead of concen
trating on the basics and then teaching children to 
manage and conquer their "stress" through internal 
discipline, we're removing every last source of pos
sible damage to their egos. 

Math test scores have plummeted. Solution: Re
move the U.S. from international competitions. 

Students are failing. Solution: Hide the honor 
rolls so the under-achievers don't feel bad. 

Elementary pupils don't like drills and spelling 
tests. Solution: Fuzzy math and inventive spelling. 

Families can't manage their time. Solution: Less 
homework, more yoga. 

''A lot of these kids," lectures Principal Richards, 
"are being held hostage to the culture." No kidding. 
When The New York Times invited one of Richards' 
students to recommend stress-reduction techniques, 
he ended with this suggestion: 

"Watch a short clip on YouTube (as long as you 
are not addicted). The amazing and often funny feats 
on the site are inspiring and often leave you feeling, 
'Hey I want to do that!' This is a great attitude to 
have towards your work." 

Watch feats of stupidity on YouTube. Yeah, that'll 
do wonders for American student achievement. 

The only ones who need stress reduction right 
now are parents fed up with this runaway idiocy. If 
you think educrats are going to recover their senses 
any time soon, well, you know, don't hold your 
breath. 
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By the way, you might check the lectureship pro
grams of some universities that promote Yoga meth
ods of "getting in touch with the God that is in you." 

Can't Find uGay-Bar" in Singapore 
• SINGAPORE - Unable to find a "gay bar" or 

display nudity in an upcoming performance of 
Shakespeare's "King Lear" British actor Ian 
McKellen has now called upon Singapore's govern
ment to overturn laws against homosexuality. 

McKellen, 68, is known to millions around the 
world for his roles as "Gandalf" the wizard in the 
"Lord of the Rings" and for his role as the evil villain 
and mastermind "Magneto" in the "X-Men" Trilogy 
and has used his star-power to promote homosexual 
issues (LifeSiteNews.com, July 19, 2007). 

Abortion Linked to Higher Crime 
• A study by a University of Maryland researcher 

links legalized abortion to higher rates of crime and 
murder because a higher percentage of children grew 
up in single-parent homes during the years following 
Roe v. Wade. The findings were published in the 
April 2007 issue of the journal Economic Inquiry and 
are part of a new book written by researcher John R. 
Lott, LifeSite news reported (Church Register, August 
14, 2007). 

rax Write-OR? 
• BOSTON (Reuters) -A woman seeking a tax 

write-off for her sex-change operation told the open
ing session of a potentially precedent-setting trial on 
Tuesday that the procedure was not just cosmetic but 
had made her whole. 

Rhiannon O'Donnabhain is challenging a deci
sion by U.S. tax authorities not to allow the $25,000 
cost of her 2001 sex-change and breast augmenta
tion surgeries as a tax deduction. The Internal Rev
enue Service calls the procedures elective and cos
metic, and ineligible for a tax break. 

If the U.S. Tax Court in Boston overturns the 
IRS's decision, it could have big implications for 
transsexuals and other transgender people by setting 
a precedent for those who want to write off the high 
cost of sex-change operations. 
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Testing the faith 
• A man serving a 20-year sentence for murder 

has been rebuffed so far in his effort to sue God for 
breach of contract by failing to protect him from evil 
and turning him over to Satan who encouraged him to 
kill. 

Pavel Mircea, 40, filed his lawsuit in the western 
Romanian town of Timisoara, charging God with 
failure to fulfill an agreement Micera alleged was 
made at his baptism. 

"He was supposed to protect me from all evils 
and instead he gave me to Satan who encouraged me 
to kill," he charged. 

In the lawsuit, Mircea listed "God, resident in 
heaven, represented in Romania by the Orthodox 
church" as the defendant, according to the Roma
nian daily Evenimentul Zilei. 

God's alleged dereliction, according to Mircea 
including fraud, breach of trust, abuse of a position of 
authority and misappropriation of goods - all 
crimes, the plaintiff noted, under the Romanian crimi
nal code. 

Micera said that God had accepted his prayers 
and sacrificial offerings without providing any ser
vices in return. 

Thus far, Micera is not getting an answer to his 
prayer to the court for relief, either. 

The Timisoara public prosecutor rejected the case, 
saying God is not a person in the eyes of the law and 
does not have a legal address where he could be served 
with court papers (WorldNetDaily, July 14, 2007). 

All Evil 
• Gen. 48: 16 - the angel who hath redeemed me 

from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be 
named on them, and the name of my fathers Abra
ham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in 
the midst of the earth. 

Ps. 121:7-Jehovah will keep thee from all evil; 
He will keep thy soul. 

Prov. 5: 14 - I was well-nigh in all evil In the 
midst of the assembly and congregation. 

Prov. 20:8 -A king that sitteth on the throne of 
judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes. 

1 Pet. 2: 1 - Putting away therefore all wicked
ness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and 
all evil speakings. 

Thanlcs a lot 
• A Texas man is suing 1-800-Flowers for $1 mil

lion after a thank you note from the web florist 
outed him as an adulterer. Leroy Greer specifically 

asked 1-800-Flowers not to send him a receipt for 
the cuddly stuffed animal and dozen long stemmed 
roses he ordered for his mistress. Despite his request, 
1-800-Flowers sent a thank you note to his house 
several months later, prompting his wife to ask who 
the hell got flowers. She called 1-800-Flowers, 
which gladly faxed her a copy of Leroy's order form 
that included the following message meant for his 
mistress: "Just wanted to say I love you and you 
mean the world to me! - Leroy." 

Gipper 
• "The truth is, politics and morality are insepa

rable. And as morality's foundation is religion, reli
gion and politics are necessarily related. We need re
ligion as a guide. We need it because we are imper
fect, and our government needs the church, because 
only those humble enough to admit they're sinners 
can bring to democracy the tolerance it requires in 
order to survive. A state is nothing more than a re
flection of its citizens: The more decent the citizens, 
the more decent the state. If you practice a religion, 
whether you're Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, or 
guided by some other faith, then your private life 
will be influenced by a sense of moral obligation, and 
so, too, will your public life" (Ronald Reagan, The 
Patriot Post). 

Salt lake Tribune 
• A would-be rapist broke into a Cedar City 

home and used a knife to detain a woman for an 
hour before she was able to call for help. 

Police say the incident began about 3 a.m. Sunday 
in Cedar City. An 18-year-old intoxicated man entered 
a stranger's home with the intent of finding someone 
with whom to have sex, said Sgt. Jerry Womack. 

The suspect took a knife from the kitchen and 
held it to the neck of a 23-year-old woman inside, 
Womack said. For about the next hour, the woman 
tried to dissuade the suspect from raping her. 

She talked to him about religion, then said she 
was ill and her husband would be home soon. 

Finally, when the suspect let the woman go to the 
bathroom, she was able to call 911 and the would-be 
rapist left. 

The woman recognized the man from the neigh
borhood and police found him at his apartment later 
that morning. 

Today he was in the Iron County jail on suspi
cion of aggravated sexual assault, aggravated bur
glary, kidnapping and theft and was being held on 
$50,000 cash-only bail (July 29, 2007). 
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Way to Go 
• With the Supreme Court poised to begin an

other term, there was much attention given to the 
first full term of the newest member of the high 
court -Justice Samuel Alito Jr., who was confirmed 
by the Senate in January 2006. A closer look at three 
cases reveals not only important victories for Chris
tian conservatives, but a new Justice who under
stands and embraces a judicial philosophy of inter
preting the Constitution, not re-writing it. 

Witch 
• WAUKESHA - A Waukesha woman was ar

rested early Tuesday morning for disturbing neigh
bors by yelling witch chants around a bonfire she 
built 1 0-feet from her home, police Capt. Mike Babe 
said. 

Brenna K. Barney, 4 2, told police that they were 
infringing on her religious beliefs since she is a 

Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Where Did God Come From? 

Question: Where in the Old Testament does it 
say where God came from? 

Answer: Habakkuk 3:3, "God came from Ternan, 
and the Holy One from Mount Paran," is the 

passage usually referred to when it is affirmed the 
Bible answers this question. 

Ternan is one of the chief cities of Edom, the land 
inhabited by the descendants of Esau. It lies immedi
ately to the southeast of the Dead Sea. Paran is a 
large wilderness area, also south of the Dead Sea, ad
joining Edom. Mount Paran is mentioned only here 
in Habakkuk and in a similar text in Deuteronomy: 

And {Moses) said, 
'The Lord came from Sinai, 
and dawned from Seir upon us; 
he shone forth from Mount Paran; 

he came from the ten thousands of holy 
ones, 
with flaming fire at his right hand" {Deut. 

33:2). 
In each of these passages, the writer is telling 
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Wiccan and she was performing a ritual because of a 
new moon, Babe said. She said her name is Brenna 
Raven Moonfire. 

When the officer was able to get the woman's at
tention she refused to cooperate telling the officer 
she was performing a religious ritual. She continued 
to be belligerent and the officer could smell alcohol 
on the woman's breath, Babe said. 

Wrong 
• Is it wrong to say that it is wrong to say that 

any specific thing is wrong? 
If it is wrong to say that any specific thing is 

wrong, then it is wrong to say that it is wrong to say 
that any specific thing is wrong. 

In other words, if you think it is wrong to say 
that any specific thing is wrong, you should hush, be
cause if you say anything, you are self-condemned. 

Further, to say "don't be negative," is negative. 
FF 

about a vision of God and is speaking of the direc
tion from which God came in the vision. 

Neither passage is, of course, speaking of the ori
gin of God. God has no origin. He is "from everlast
ing to everlasting" {Ps. 90:2), "the eternal God" 
{Deut. 33:27). His very name, JHWH, sometimes 
written Jehovah, means "the I Am" or "the Eternally 
Existing One" {Exod. 3:14 ). 

While it is difficult for the finite mind to conceive 
of God existing from eternity and without beginning, 
it is even more difficult to conceive of something com
ing from nothing, or of something other than God 
always existing. Given the fact that something exists 
now, those are the only possible alternatives. 

It is the nature of God as God to be infinite in be
ing as well as in his other attributes, and therefore, to 
have always existed. 
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McGarvey, J. W. (deceased) 
Hell and the Devil ................................................... May. p. 1 

Mclnteer, Jim Bill 
The Pattern- The Bible ..................................... Jan. p. 10 

Mills, James 
Foster Child to Be Taken Away ............................ Nov. p. 21 

Mitchell, Lindell 
Assertions .............................................................. Mar. p. 9 

Moser, William Kay 
Father Joseph ...................................................... Aug. p. 22 
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Norman, Alton 
The Cup of the Lord ............................................. Mar. p. 23 

Olbricht, Owen D. 
Jesus Movement .................................................... Aug. p. 8 
Musical Instruments in the Temple ......................... Apr. p. 1 
Psallo, Sing and Play? ......................................... Mar. p. 12 
Understanding When Baptized .............................. Oct. p. 1 

Parker, Star 
Who Is Sicker? ..................................................... Dec. p. 24 

Potpourri 
........................................................................... Apr. p. 28 
.......................................................................... Aug. p. 28 
.......................................................................... Dec. p. 29 
.......................................................................... Feb. p. 30 
.......................................................................... Jan. p. 29 
........................................................................... July p. 26 
......................................................................... June p. 28 
. ......................................................................... Mar. p. 29 
.......................................................................... May. p. 26 
.......................................................................... Nov. p. 27 
.......................................................................... Oct. p. 28 
......................................................................... Sept. p. 27 

Rushmore, Louis 
That Dirty 1 0-letter Word .................................... Sept. p. 11 

Scott, Larry R. 
Satan Can Hide in Plain View ................................. Apr. p. 9 
Searching for Simple Life ..................................... Aug. p. 26 

Smithson, Ed 
Jesus' Church ...................................................... Nov. p. 18 

Townsend, Terry R. 
"We Be Brethren!" ............................................... Sept. p. 17 
First Shall Be Last and Last Shall Be First .......... Mar. p. 24 
The Saving Shepherd ........................................... Apr. p. 21 

Turner, Rex A. 
The Pattern in Sound Doctrine ............................ Jan. p. 19 

Various Sources 
Animal Kingdom .................................................... Apr. p. 34 
COE ...................................................................... May. p. 19 
DNA and Evolution ................................................ July p. 17 
Gay Pride-related Criminality ............................... Nov. p. 22 
Historic Jamestown .............................................. May. p. 24 
Homosexuality ....................................................... July p. 18 
Iran's Messiah ...................................................... Feb. p. 27 
Islam .................................................................... June p. 14 
Parental Rights .................................................... Oct. p. 23 
Salvation ................................................................ Aug. p. 9 
Sigheh ................................................................. June p. 16 
Teacher Exposes Classroom Chaos ................... May. p. 18 
Testing the Faith ................................................... May. p. 22 
The Living Bible - Taylor's Paraphrase ............. Dec. p. 16 
You Should Know the Truth ................................. Aug. p. 34 

West, Earle H. 
Why Bother? .......................................................... Oct. p. 6 

Wiggins, Stephen 
The Bible Class Program ..................................... Mar. p. 20 
THE NIV and Acts 2:38 ........................................ Dec. p. 15 
Was Paul A Sodomite? ......................................... Sept. p. 8 



Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1. t miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

jprophet@quik.com 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Ridge Blvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (liz mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Mark Sloan, 
minister. 876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44•h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Kary Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, tO 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

_ California _ Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Buellton_ Church of Christ, 264 La lata. Sun. p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 
trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 18Z6 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
witb ebarts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCROI, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(t•fllarged t•dition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3' x 57/a'. 
paperback, 205 pgs .. RFCM01 

$2.50 plus S2.00 s&!1 
Texas residents add 6.25% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.nestious 
~wdAnswers 

h~· Cu~· "· Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. lt was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&/1/ono book · S4. 75/bo/11 books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
t.o Religions E•·rors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · S2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
l t.,fr r·d;n and Todm· . . 
h~ llurlun f.oiTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and Its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(666) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

510.95 s&h S3.50 
Texas reSJdents add 6 25~ rax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(886) 367-621 6 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 

a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fai l. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance In the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege o f laying out all advertising. The cost for this is S60 for a 

full page, S45 for a half page, S30 for a quarter page. $20 for 3-4 inches. S10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it. but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 

approval. Thank you! 

38 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430-0069 

(888) 367-6216 (toll free} • fax (979} 553-3721 • jprophet@ quik.com 

Please notify us of address changes. 

December 2007 
Firm Foundation 

The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winter· 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit Indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3. 75 s&/1 ·Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 mont11s study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible. put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
52.75 s&h one book · S3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms. but when he makes 
comment. he is not always reliable. Still. 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his wntings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind." and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble.' 



CLASS IFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mmrmum charge S 10. This section is 

designed to accommodate preachers se eking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other book> at grem price>. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain llookfi ndcr>, 
159 G ibson Dr., Henderson, TN 3!!34(). We :1bo 
buy religion; hook- and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
church-related ma Her is accepted in keeping with the publisher's stondords. Send correspondence- S d • M . A 1 • "'' 1 \ d 1 . . . . tu ern ~ ovrng 10 1 :rnt:r~ we come 10 t von a c 
lo Frrm Foundohon, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, Jprophet@qurk.com. All _ 311 active congrcg31 ion. 401 - .\lcrnorial Dr.. 
ods, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the d esire d month of Decatur, GA .30032 (404) 299-1475. 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of th e month to ovoid be ing charged for 

the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
T he Bedford Church of Christ, in the Dalbs/Fo rr 
Worth arc3 is in need of a sound, middle-age, family 
man 10 be our full-rime minister. Conwcr Gerald 
!~all at (817) 545-3597. Send rcsum~ with refer
ences and pho10 10: Gerald Ball :11 the Bedford 
Church of Chri>t , 240 I Bedford, T X 7602 1 

East Wood Church of Christ in Pari '>, Teunc>SCc is 
seeking a youth/associate minister. We prefer song 
lc3ding skills, >Omc experience, work primarly with 
rhc yourh group. preach occasionallr. reach cl:rsscs, 
ere. Conr:rct hr email: eastwdco(j_• bellsouth.llet o r 
f3x u~ 3t 7 3 1-642-2574 or our m:riling addrc» i> : 
800 E.1sr Wood Srrect l'aris. TN J8242 

The 13cll Avenue Church of Chris t in Arn:rrillo, 
TX has a pulpir minister position o pen. 1600 Bell 
Srrce r, Amari ll o, T X 79 106, (H06) 355-235 I. 
bacoc(i• amao11lille.com , unuw.bellauellue.org . 
Contact: D:tr\11)' Haner. dannylmneyl!' att.net (806) 
352-0210, 

Preacher Sought: A full time mini>rcr i~ needed for 
the Shiprock church of Christ. Located in the 
Northeast corner of New l\ texico this work is a 
mi» ion rype wo rk with rh e Native Americ:rn 
Nava jo nation. This work is over,ecn by 1 he 
clder~hip of the Brooklnnd church of Chri5t in 
Brook land, Arkansas. T he Shiprock congregation 
i> a ~ound and faithful group o f about 25 members 
with opportunities for growth. \'ilc arc seeking a 
nurried m3n that is sound , family orienred. 
knowledgeable. and posse;,cs good communication 
skill>. \'ilc can >upply a good sabry and a nice 3-
bcdroom, 2-bath mobile home. If )'Oil arc imere>tcd 
in applying, please submit a resume, a raped >ermon 
(video or audio), and reference> 10: l'rookbnd 
church of Christ , Ann: Elders, 9664 H ighway 49B 
North, Brookland, AR 7241 7. If you need 
additional information feel free to conracr us 3t 
870-932-5307. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Le roy Brown low 

$4.99 Paperback BKAXO 1 
$9.99Hardback BKAX02 

plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Evangelists >carch: The elders ar jack>on Street 
church of Chri\t in Alexandria, Louisiana arc 
seeking an evangelist who i ~ strong in rhc fait h. 
know ledge.thlc of rhc word, commun icates 
effectively, experienced in working with a multi 
cultural congregation, various \Ocial-cconomical 
background; , and a wide range of .1gc group>. The 
ciry i; ccmrally located within the ,l,liC and it> 
po pul:nion i; approximately 50,000. Additiona l 
information can he found on the web :ll lm p:/1 
www .ci 1 yo fa lex and ri a l a .co m/ ho mc.a sp. The 
congregarion i; .1bou1 I 15 member' with an average 
anend:1nce of ahour 95. E,•angcli•r> who arc 
inrere>tcd in rhc position >hould 'uhmir a resume 
(references required. a minimum of 4) and an audio 
ca;;ette rape . DVD, or video (individual 
preference). In formation should be 'uhrniucd 10: 

jackson Street church of Christ, Ann: b •angclist 
Search. 1856 j ack>on Street, Alexandria. LA 7 130 I. 
Pho ne: 3 18-442-3n5, Fax: 3 18·442-3047 E-mail: 
jscoc(u hellsourh.ncr 

Preachers Available 
Go;pe l preacher a vailabl e for pulpi t work. 
prdcrahly wc'l of Fort Worth, Texa, . Over 40 
year> experience wirh ch urchc' of Chri>l (nor 
liberal) preachmg, reaching Jnd wrmng. Please reply 
ro: Go; pcl Preacher, P.O. !lox 54 134, llurst, Tcxa> 
760S4. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

tria l subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

'Victory 
8ver 

'rrials 
by Lotti e Be th Hobbs 

For those who have experienced cfl ~t our.1ge· 
mcnt, diS<lPJ>Oinlment, JMin, grief, doubt. thi~ 
hook of cnu>ur.•gcmcnl, cnlightmcrll, strength, 
drrt•tlron rrom rhe life of l<>b is ior \OU. 

Qu<•,trons rt•mo,ed irom chapter !'nclings in 
h.udb.1ck ('<lrlron; prcscnt.llron tl<li\C rncludcd. 
1 hi ~ rs J wondPrful gifl book. 
$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
rc.•\,110 ft.'"tefl•lll\ ,uf(/ 6.15''., (,1\ 

O rde r from Fi rm Foundation 

Retire 10 L:rbclle, Florida, or come fu r \':!Cation. 
Faithful congregation ro worship with. Cemral 
Church of Chri•r 60 Hendry Street Labelle FL 
339.15 telepho ne !!63-675-4796. 30 minutes from 
Forr l\ lyers FL. Old Florida li fes tyle. 

English Standard Version 
De luxe and Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
word-for-H·ord accuracy and pre
cision. literary beauty, readability 

76.000 Center-column c ross re ferences 

C omplete ESV classic reference conco r
dance over 14.500 references 

Book Introduc tions 
SIIIII/1/Ctri:ing the central theme and 
message 1!{ each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive oveJTiew 
1?{ Jesus' l({e and minisiJ:V. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.5 pt. type 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 
158-134-3507 ... ... .. .......... $195.00 
Black Genuin e leather 
158-134-4600 ... ........... ....... $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pl. type 
Bonded leather 
158-134-3183 Black .... ... $44.99 
158-134-3191 Burgundy ..... $44.99 
Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 Black .... ... $59.99 
158-134-3205 Burgundy ... .. $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134-3876 Black text .... $32.99 
158-134-3167 Red Letter ... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year Bible 
158-134-3167 Hardcover ... $29.99 
158-134-4449 Paperba ck ... $18.99 
Classic Thin line Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 ................... $29.99 

Large Print 12.75 pt. type 
Black Leather 
158-134-6753 Genuine ...... $74.99 
158-134-6581 Bonded ........ $59.99 
158-134-659x Hardcover .. .. .... $34.99 

$5.00 s&h 
Order from Firm Foundation 
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Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
Vols. 1, 2 

30 Scientific Demonstrations 
/llustrating Scriptural Truths 

h~· Donald B. Ol•\'oung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun to 
perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 11 2 pgs. 

Vol. 1 $11.99 $3.50 s&h 
Vol. 2 $10.99 $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
December 2007 

Address service requested. 

PORTRAIT OF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say. "What about me? I 
want a religion that fi lls my needs." But Pom·ail of God 
forces us to examine our accoumability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commelllmJ· on 1he em ire scope of 1he Bible 

• a book llwt thrills. instmcts, and rivets the reader's 
affelllion 

• comple1e - leaves no ques1ions. no lack of direclion 
Don McWhorter 

host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Toge1fter in Knowledge 

Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminisl? 

$10.95 paperback ISB 09295-104 I 7 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 
plus S4.00 sh ipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% 1a:r 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-62 16 
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FI 
FO 

1884 
"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 2008 

Vol. 123 Houston, Texas • January 2008 No.1 

(Following is the third and final installment of an excellent study of body, soul, and spirit. Each article has been 
long and, at times, tedious, but the information recorded is valuable and the effort required to read and absorb 
the biblical reasoning of the writer is well worthwhile. In the first two installments, Campbell gives compelling 
arguments to prove the nature and destiny of humans. This concluding section addresses death and hades. You 
will be richer for having reflected on this impressive piece.) 

Life and Death 
By Alexander Campbell (Deceased) 

The Hebrews, Greeks and Romans located the 
souls of all the dead under the ground. 
Among the Romans, Infernus contained 

both Elysium and Tartarus, repositories for all souls 
-good and bad. Inferi, in the Latin tongue, compre
hends all the dead. 

Among the Jews it sometimes indicates the grave, 
and is, therefore, equivalent to keber, in their tongue, 
sepulchre. Still, it more frequently means something 
deeper than the grave, the profound abyss where 
souls abide. Numerous examples may be found in 
Jewish writings. From the Jewish prophets we can 
find ample proof. God, according to Moses, said, "A 
fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall burn to the 
lowest hell." Grave! That was an anticlimax indeed! 
Here it is sheol- in the Septuagint, hades. Job, too, 
or one of his contemporaries older than Moses, said, 
"The knowledge of God is higher than heaven, 
deeper than hell." Sheol, Hades. The grave! No. The 
mansion of departed spirits. David, also, "If I ascend 
up into heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed in 

hell, behold, thou art there" (Septuagint, eis ton 
haden). Amos represents God as saying, "Though 
they dig into hell, thence shall my hand take them; 
though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring 
them down; and though they hide themselves on the 
top of Carmel, I will search and take them out 
thence; and though they be hid from my sight in the 
bottom of the sea, thence will I command a serpent, 
and he shall bite them." The contrasts here are most 
sublimely beautiful. In this place, certainly, hades de
scends below the grave. 

In the same style the Messiah said, "Thou, Caper
naum, that art exalted to heaven, shalt be brought 
down to hell"; hades - certainly lower than the 
grave. This Hebrew and Greek view of the mansions 
of the dead, seems, also, to have been in the mind of 
our apostle when he said "At the name of Jesus every 
knee in heaven, in earth and under the earth shall 
bow"; and in the mind ofJohn when he said, "No man 
in heaven, nor in the earth, nor under the earth, was 
able to open the book, neither to look into it." 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Cup of Anger 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

t e is better than hate, but some things should be hated. We 
ought to hate, for instance, everything that, if unopposed, 
would destroy the good. 

If all the good in the world were destroyed, it would be a bleak 
place. You cannot legitimately claim to love good if you do not 
fight evil. 

Islam should be opposed because it is dedicated to violently 
destroying the church of the New Testament. 

I cannot claim to love my children if I allow a deadly force to 
eat them alive. 

Immorality is not content to wallow in its own vomit, but rises 
up, dripping with slime, to compromise and ruin every vestige of 
purity. Sin is never content to be left alone, but is aggressively 
seeking to put out the light. "For every one that doeth evil hateth 
_the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be re-
proved~' Uohn 3,:2,0). . 

"Let your lo~e be without hypocrisy" (Rom. 12:9). Well, then, 
there is such a thing as hypocritical love. There is also such a thing 
as "love unfeigned" (2 Cor, 6:6). 

If there is unfeigned love, there must be feigned (hypocritical) 
love ... the former is right; the latter is wrong. 

Love God ... love the brethren ... love the world, but hate hypo
critical love. "Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good" 
(Rom. 12:9). It is hypercritical not to see and condemn evil. If a tsu
nami of misery is about to sweep over the souls of the ungodly, it is 
loving to sound a warning. 

Well-meaning people miss the point that true love must hate 
Satan, and his image, and his name. You cannot worship Satan 
and God. You cannot eat at the table of demons and the table of 
the Lord. 

"No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 

Still, it makes our ears tingle to hear of anger and destruction. 
Yet, it is foolish for love to be blind to the dangers of evil. The 

Bible does not teach unqualified love, but commands an open
eyed love that recognizes danger and defends against it and rises 
up to destroy its source. That is unfeigned love. 

The book of Revelation in summing-up the history of man em
phasizes: 

• the unbreakable power of the Creator, 
• the stubborn devotion of man to evil, 



• the tears and sorrows of the world ... ("in the world you have 
tribulation"), 

• the unheeded warnings of trumpets, 
• and the golden bowls, full to the brim with God's wrath, 

poured out upon the earth. 

Wrath of God 

The book of Revelation reports a bitter, striving struggle between 
good and evil, which is called "the good fight of faith." (Notice, it is 
a fight, but it is good- not all fighting is bad, though some of it is.) 

There is a war raging right now- it is not carnal, but is spiri
tual and therefore unseen but not unknown. It is a battle between 
truth and error. 

Unshakable truth comes from God. Satan empowers a beast 
from the earth, representing all false prophets, false apostles, and 
false religions. The devil and his dupes - the beast from the earth 
and the beast from the sea - seek to destroy truth; God and his 
servants defend and protect truth. 

That is the good fight of faith. Paul died with these words on 
his lips, "I fought the good fight." Pray God that may be true of us 
all. 

Evil seems to triumph. John tells us that the world pays alle
giance to Satan and his minions and proudly wears the "mark of 
the beast." 

Truth will gain the ultimate victory. 
While waiting for the bridegroom to come, persecuted saints 

patiently endure what they must endure. This is called, in the book 
of Revelation, "the patience of the saints" (Rev. 1:9; 2:2; 2:3; 
2:19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12). 

When the just made perfect stand together on the banks of the 
"sea of glass mingled with fire," the bowls of God's wrath will be 
poured out upon all those sporting the "mark of the beast." 

And one of the four living creatures gave unto the seven 
angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God, who 
liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was filled with 
smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and 
none was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues 
of the seven angels should be finished (Rev. 15:7-8). 

The wounded and unrequited love of God finally and reluc
tantly removes his protecting pinions. Satan, his angels, the two 
beasts, and all who wear his mark will fully know what is involved 
when "every transgression and disobedience receives a just recom
pense of reward." 

The bowls that are full of the wrath of God are now poured 
out upon the slaves of sin and Satan, and the beast of godless gov
ernment and the beast of false religion. 

He comes! He comes! 
"And the winepress was trodden without the city, and there 

came out blood from the winepress, even unto the bridles of the 
horses, as far as a thousand and six hundred furlongs" (Rev. 
14:20). 
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Horses swimming in a river of blood! 

And the kings of the earth, and the princes, 
and the chief captains, and the rich, and the 
strong, and every bondman and freeman, 
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks 
of the mountains; and they say to the moun
tains and to the rocks, Fa11 on us, and hide 
us from the face of h im that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for 
the great day of their wrath is come; and 
who is able to stand? (Rev. 6 :15-17). 

The sixteenth chapter of the book of Revelation 
tells us of that terrible day when God-haters and 
truth-den iers will see the universe collapse, but the 
just made perfect will be standing on the banks of the 
"sea o f glass mingled with fire" and loudly singing 
the joyful song of Moses and the Lamb. 

H ere is some of what it says about the punish
ment of the wicked: 

• And I heard a great voice out of the temple, 
saying to the seven angels, Go ye, and pour out the 
seven bowls of the wrath of God into the earth (v. 1) 

• it became a noisome and grievous sore upon 
the men that had the mark of the beast, and that 
worsh ipped his image (v. 2) 

• the sea . . . became blood as of a dead man; and 
every living soul died, even the things that were in 
the sea (v. 3) 

• the fountains of the waters ... became blood 
(v. 4) 

• and it was given unto it [the sun] to scorch men 
with fire (v. 8) 

• they gnawed their tongues for pain (v. 10) 
• there came forth a great voice out of the 

temple, from the throne, saying, It is done (v. 17) 
• and there were lightnings, and voices, and 

thunders; and there was a great earthquake, such as 
was not since there were men upon the earth, so 
great an earthquake, so mighty (v. 18) 

• Babylon the great was remembered in the sight 
of God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the 
fierceness of his wrath (v. 19) 

• And every island fl ed away, and the mountains 
were not found (v. 20) 

• And great hail, every stone about the weight of 
a talent, cometh down out of heaven upon men: and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague o f the 
hail; for the plague thereof is exceeding great" (v. 21) 

4 

Is that the love of God? 
Did the everlasting kindness of God do this? 
Answer: no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no 
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You misunderstand ... they did this to themselves. 
In discussing the greatness of the suffering of the 

pitiful masses that sported the mark of the beast, 
John explains, "They are worthy." 

§ for they poured out the blood of the saints and 
the prophets, and blood hast thou given them to 
drink (v. 6) 

They got what they earned. 
The wages of si n is death, but it is unending 

death (Rev. 9:6). 
God is love, and therefore warns, "Behold, I 

come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
see his shame." 

God also warns that a day will come when divine 
wrath withdraws divine protection, and men will re
ceive the just recompense of their deeds. 

And I saw the dead, the great and the 
small, stand ing before the throne; and 
books were opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of li fe: and the 
dead were judged ou t of the things which 
were written in the books, according to 
their works . 

And the sea gave up the dead that were in 
it; and death and H ades gave up the dead 
that were in them: and they were judged ev
ery man according to their works (Rev. 
20: 12-13). 

With his dying breath Jesus said, "It is finished." 
The book of Revelation tells us that a voice that 

is loud as thunder will someday come from the celes
tial temp le, saying, " IT IS DONE!" 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the com
ing of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vi ntage where the 
grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His 
terrible swift sword ; 

His truth is marching on. 
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Life and Death 
(continued {ro111 page 1) 

That sou ls separated from their bodies (not 
merely animal souls - and dead bodies - some
rimes in Hebrew called nepesh) are the proper inhab
itants of hades, may be learned from other passages 
-such as, "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hades; 
nor wilt thou suffer thy holy one to see corruption. " 
H ere, in all propriety of contrast, the body is not to 
be doomed to corruption, nor the soul to hades. T he 
same usage obtains under the word abussos, (Rom. 
x.) - "Say not in thy hea rt, W ho shall ascend into 
heaven, to bring Christ down from above? nor, Who 
shall descend into the deep, [a grave six feet deep !] 
to bring him up from the dead?" The dead are then 
in the deep; the abussos, t he hades, the sheaf. No one 
ever called the grave the abyss, or the unfathomable 
gulf. 

Were it either desirab le or necessary to demon
strate that the receptacle of human spirits was under
stood by the ancient nations, Egyptians, Jews and Pa
gans, of all superstitions, to be deeper than the 
ground, a ve ry long induction of authorities could he 
here introduced. Beginning with the necromancy of 
the Seven Nations, the provisions of the Mosaic law 
against consulting the spiri ts of the dead, the case of 
the witch of Endor, &c., we might fill a volume with 
documentary evidence, incontrovertibly clear and 
definite. But the occasion demands no such offering 
at our hand. 

I will only add that this word hades, like all othe r 
words of much importance, has a figurative meaning 
as we ll as a grammatica l or historical meani ng. In 
contrast with heaven, it indicates something very 
low: - Exalted to heaven, thou sha lt be brought 
down to hades. Here heaven indicates great height, 
and hades great depression. I shall go, said H ezekiah, 
to the pulas hadou, " the gates of hell," the gates of 
death. Thus, the Messiah says, concerning his 
church, "The pulai hadou, the gates of hades or 
death shall not preva il against it. " My church, said 
he, shall be immortal. 

But one passage in the Book of God would seem 
to favor the assumption that it sometimes sign ifies 
hell, properly so call ed, or the place of future pun
ishment. In hell, hades, the rich man "lifted up his 
eyes, being in torment." In this single passage it 

would seem to be equivalent to gehenna. But the fact 
before stated, t hat it me rely represents t he state of 
the dead - or the place of departed spirits - com
prehending, as separated from their bodies, all spir
its, good and bad, those in Abraham's bosom or in 
paradi se, and those in Tartarus or in prison, forb ids 
the idea that even in this place it is used as synony
mous with gehenna, or the state of ultimate punish
ment. The fo ur questions propounded and before 
noted, and all simi lar questions, may, I think, be 
most satisfactorily answered by observing that state, 
mode or condition of existence is the radical and im
portant idea in hades. And as in the illustration from 
I-Iymenia, persons entering it may be contemplated 
as happy or miserab le, in Paradise or Tartarus, in 
Abraham's bosom or in torment, w ithout any regard 
to local position but as respects their capacity, indi
vidual character and associations. Thus, the rich man 
and Lazarus were both in hades, as Queen Victoria 
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and the slave M arilda are both in matrimony; but the 
fo rmer lives in a palace and enjoys the smiles of a 
prince, while the latter endures the peltings of the 
storm and the squalid poverty of a cheerless hut. In 
this view of the matter, Jesus could say to the dying 
penitent, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise," 
and the risen Samuel could say to the distracted Saul, 
"Tomorrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me." 

While, then, location belongs ro heaven and hell, 
in their proper import and current signification, it 
enters nor into the idea of hades, as now contem
plated by intelligent Christians. That there was such 
a state currently believed in by all the world down to 
rhe Christian age, we can have no rational doubt. 
The ancients, we have shown, located it in the earth 
- they added the idea of place to it. This only goes 
ro show how firmly, as well as universally, they be
lieved it. We may dissent from their notion of place 
and other circumstances without at all impairing the 
weight of the evidence in favor of such a state as was 
indicated by the word hades. 

The term is strikingly descriptive of the condi
ti on. It is drawn from the darkness and ignorance of 
irs inmates as respects what is transpiring in this 
world . "The dead," said Solomon, "know not any
thing." They see nor, they know not aught of the af
fairs of earth. The etymology of the word fully indi
cates this. It is compounded of a negative and eidoo, 
I see. I see not. The state is mysterious, obscure, and 
invisible; and those in it are void of the light and the 
knowledge of this life. The grave itself is called "the 
house o f darkness," and the environs of it "the re
gion and shadow of death." 

We have amongst us those who argue that the 
spirits of the dead are wholly unconscious, from such 
sayings as, "Their thoughts perish," "The dead know 
not anything," "Abraham is ignorant of us," &c., and 
hence "the soul sleepeth," or is dead with the body. 
Admirable critics! Sage interp reters ! Sublime phi
losophers! Truly, they prove how dangerous a little 
lea rning is. The fi rst phrase indicates that when a 
man dies his purposes die with him. His schemes fall 
to the ground. H e can no further accomplish his de
signs. The second phrase intimates their ignorance of 
what transpires amongst the living. "Their sons come 
to honor" or dishonor, "and they know it not" The 
affairs of earth are to them as though they were not. 
But does this prove that they are ignorant or uncon
scious of everything else? When a person migrates 
from England to America, he personally knows noth
ing that transpires there from the moment he quits 
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its coasts. Are we thence to infer that he never after 
knows anything of America or any other place, be
cause he knows nothing of England ? Just such phi
losophers have we amongst us - preaching soul
sleeping and eternal unconsciousness from their pro
found knowledge of language! 

That there is some analogy between a dead man 
and one asleep, is very obvious to the least attentive 
observer. But that analogy is only in that which is 
outward and visible. For even when men are literally 
asleep in body, the mind is oft employed in the most 
active enterpri ses, pains and pleasures - so much, 
indeed, as to arouse the body from the lethargy of 
repose. The sophism on the parr of such reasoners 
consists in their assuming that a resemblance in one 
or more respects is always proof of universal resem
blance. If it be not always proof of universal resem
blance, why infer it is so in this case? Do not those 
who deny that souls can sleep themselves say of the 
dead that "they have fallen asleep," merely because 
of the resemblance between the body of a living man 
in sleep and that of a man dead ? Strange logic, in
deed, it would be, sho uld every figure we use be 
taken as proof that we are always to be understood 
according to the letter. Then any one may prove 
from all the phjlosophers in Christendom that not 
one of them believes the Copernican or Newtonian 
system of astronomy, or even the sphericity or diur
nal rotation of the earth, because they all say, in com
mon w ith the most ignorant child, "The sun rises, 
and the sun sets"; while yet they teach that the sun is 
the immutable centre of the solar system and that all 
the planets move rou nd it. As learned and as dis
criminating they who infer, fro m Paul's words, 
"Them that sleep in Jesus, God will bring with him," 
that Paul believed and taught that all the saints slept 
from death to the resurrection. 

The ashes of the dead sleep no more than do the 
ashes of a tree. If the dead sleep, it is, therefore, not 
their ashes but their spirits that sleep. Why, then, 
should the dying saints so often commend their spir
its, and never their bodies, to the Lord ? Why should 
the dying Stephen say, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit," if his spirit slept in the grave with his body till 
the resurrection? 

But we do not remonstrate against the delusion 
of this system only from such passages as the Lord's 
address to the penitent thief, "Today shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise," or from the parabo lic rep re
sentation of Lazarus borne by angels to Abraham's 
bosom, (while yet the rich man 's brothers lived on 



earth and his soul "in torment," all solicitous about 
their condition) or from the words of the dying 
Stephen, or those of the dying Messiah, commending 
their spirits to God when their animal life was expir
ing; but also from the clear, definite and positive 
declaration of the apostle that the saints immediately 
after death are present with the Lord, not in their 
bodies, but in their spirits. 

Immediate though not complete blessedness, and 
immediate though not complete torment, after 
death, is the doctrine of the Messiah and his 
apostles. Lazarus died, and was instantly carried to 
Abraham's bosom. Dives died, and immediately 
lifted up his eyes in torment. So taught the Messiah; 
and certainly he would not introduce a false and 
deceptions imagery, to bewilder and perplex the 
world. Paul also affirms that as soon as "absent from 
the body we are present with the Lord," and "while 
in the body we are absent from the Lord." May I not 
ask, What language could more clearly and certainly 
indicate a continued and uninterrupted conscious
ness than this, or the fact of a separate state - a state 
in which the soul lives out of the body? What lan
guage could anyone choose more definitely expres
sive of such a state than that above quoted, if he de
sired to inform us of the fact? 

Again, Paul contrasts the pleasures which as a 
Christian man he could enjoy while in the body, with 
those he could enjoy out of the body, and from his 
inspired knowledge of the whole premise concludes 
it would be better for him immediately to die than to 
live, so far as his own happiness is concerned. "To 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." What could 
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he gain by death but sleep, according to the theory of 
destructionism? Can any of the soul-sleeping or soul
dying school state what Paul would have gained by 
death on their philosophy of man? We should like to 
have a clear estimate of the gain from immediate 
death to those who sleep, or are unconscious, from 
death to the resurrection. Can anyone, or will any
one, enlighten us on the items of gain? 

Paul further declares that to depart from earth, 
or from the tabernacle of flesh, is far better than to 
continue in the flesh. Strange language, to the ears of 
those who cannot distinguish between the flesh and 
the spirit- between continuing in the flesh and de
parting from it. To interpret the words "continuing" 
and "departing," without some place to continue in, 
and some place to depart from, as well as something 
to depart, and something to continue, distinct from 
that in which it abides and from which it departs, 
will require some person of more discrimination and 
learning than I possess. May I ask someone skilled in 
this new philosophy of language to favor us with an 
explanation of the mode of continuing in and de
parting from the flesh, when the whole man is all 
flesh or all soul, according to the theory which we 
oppugn? 

We shall also solicit another favor from some of 
the adepts in this new theory. Paul affirms that it is 
far better for him to leave the flesh than to continue 
in it. If, then, Paul's spirit slept in his body for eigh
teen centuries, that is, down to the present time, of 
what number and variety of items of gain does this 
far better consist? To make death far better than life 
demands certain specifications. Can anyone denying 
an immediate return of his spirit to the Lord make 
such an exhibit as will sustain his declaration? We 
wait for a response. 

The only attempt to reconcile Paul's language to 
the facts of the case supposed by all who advocate 
soul-sleeping is a metaphysical speculation upon the 
difference between real and apparent or absolute and 
relative time. They are aware that, if Paul meant real 
time, their position is wholly untenable. But they as
sume that Paul meant apparent time; and, therefore, 
sleeping so soundly as do the saints, to them there is 
no time between death and the resurrection. Accord
ing to them, the interval between death and the res
urrection is, to the dead, annihilated. Paul, knowing 
this, spoke of departing from the flesh and being im
mediately present with the Lord, giving no intima
tion of any reserved or private sense, and, therefore, 
has virtually passed upon the Philippians, and all 
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other readers, a cheat- substituting apparent for 
real time! A meritorious solution, truly, and highly 
creditable to the moral honesty of the apostle! 

But this policy wholly fails in disposing of the 
phraseology of being at home in the body and absent 
from the body. For, according to common sense, no 
man could speak of being absent from the body if he 
can live only in the body. It would require a greater 
genius than any of our new theorists, to convince us 
that a man of sound sense and common honesty -
an apostle, too - could speak of being absent from 
the body and present with the Lord, at any time, 
soon or late, if, indeed, he were all body, or all soul, 
or if the soul cannot live without the body. 

May we not, then, conclude that we have irrefr
agable evidence of a separate state of existence, a 
hades, or that human spirits can exist either within 
or without bodies, and that when the spirits of the 
just are absent from the bodies they are not asleep, 
but positively happy in the presence of the Lord? 

This argument in proof of hades as distinct from 
heaven and hell - as the condition of all human 
spirits from death to the final resurrection - is itself 
our tenth argument against the doctrine of 
destructionism. For if spirits live in a state separate 
from their bodies for thousands of years after their 
bodies are destroyed, so far, at least, as to he con
verted into dust, and if their bodies be considered 
merely - as Peter represents his - a tabernacle to 
be put off at death, there is no instance of the extinc
tion of a soul; there is, moreover, no axiomatic evi
dence of such an event., and no one has ever pre
sumed to demonstrate the extinction or destruction 
of a soul, from any data, human or divine; nor has 
anyone been able to find a single text of Scripture 
that intimates the extinction, annihilation or abso
lute destruction of a human spirit. 

But, so much depending upon a clear scriptural 
indication of the existence of hades as distinct from 
heaven and hell - or the fact of the separate exist
ence of human spirits without their bodies - we 
shall sum up the arguments on which we principally 
rely for its development and confirmation: -

1. The promise made to the penitent thief by the 
dying Saviour "Today shalt thou be with me in Para
dise"- both of them that same day expiring together. 

2. The dying words of the Messiah:- "Father, 
into thy hands commend my spirit." 

3. These are the last words of Stephen - "Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit." 

8 

4. "I knew a man in Christ, some fourteen years 
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ago, caught away to paradise: whether in the body or 
out of the body, I cannot tell, God knoweth." Had it 
been impossible for a man to live out of the body, or 
for a spirit to exist in a separate state, I presume all, 
but those intoxicated with a new theory of man, will 
agree with me that Paul could not, as a man of truth, 
much less as an apostle of Christ, say that he could 
not tell whether he "was in the body or out of 'the 
body." 

5. There is no intimation that human spirits dwell 
in human bodies after death, or that they are interred 
with them in their graves. To this agree the words of 
Matt. xxvi. 52, 53:- After our Lord's resurrection, 
when the graves were opened, "many bodies of the 
saints arose, went into Jerusalem and appeared unto 
many." Now, had the spirits of these saints been sleep
ing in their bodies, would it not have been said, "many 
of the "saints arose, went into Jerusalem and appeared 
into many"? The fact that bodies only came out of 
these graves, will be regarded as proof that bodies 
only were deposited in them. 

6. An argument may be deduced from the resto
ration to life of the son of the widow of Sarepta by 
Elisha the Tishbite. The story is told, 1 Kings xvii. 
The prophet prayed for its restoration in the follow
ing words: - "0 Lord my God, let the child's soul 
come into him again." The Lord heard the voice of 
Elisha, and the soul of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. 

7. From the names given to the body by the 
Apostles Peter and Paul. They both call the body a 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

•Repent-Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; .Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev. 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness -1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



tabernacle; they both regard the soul as dwelling in a 
house, a temple, or a tabernacle. H ence the soul is a 
guest or a ghost. Thus said Peter- "I must soon lay 
aside or put of this tabernacle." There was some per
son that put off this tabernacle. This is corroborated 
by Solomon, who said, The body returns to the dust, 
and the spirit to God who gave it." 

8. From demons, evil spi rits, and the whole doc
trine of familiar spirits and necromancy - their pos
session and dispossession - it is shown at great length 
that the spirits of wicked men perish not in their bod
ies, and that spirits are so diverse from bodies as to go 
into them and come out from them, &c. No materi al
ist or destructionist can in any plausible way whatever 
dispose of this argument. They can only say that de
mons and familiar spirits, and all spirits, are phan
toms. They are phantoms, however, the belief of 
which has always been as universal as any sentiment, 
or view, or trad ition ever expressed in language. 

9. From the par able of the r ich man and Lazarus. 
This co mparison, fo unded upon fac ts, as all t he 
Lord's parables are, clearly indicates that while the 
body is in the grave the spirit is in conscious ex ist
ence, susceptible of pressure or pain . It was before 
the resurrection, and while the rich man's brothers 
were still living, that Abraham told the rich man that 
while Lazarus was comforted he was tormented. 

10. From the developments on opening the fifth 
apocalyptic seal. John "saw under the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain on account of the word 
of God and the testimony which they held," and they 
cried with great earnestness, soliciting informatio n 
on the subject of the continuance of God's forbear
ance to punish those wh o had shed the blood of 
saints and martyrs. Now, had there been no separate 
state, no souls distinct and separate from their bod
ies, how could such a case have been introduced as 
representing God's schemes of prov idence towards 
the living and the dead ? 

11. Our next argument is deduced from a passage 
in John xi: - "Whosoever liveth, and believeth on me 
shall never die." Martha's faith only went so far as to 
repudiate a premillennial resurrection of the saints. 
She, simpl e woman, on ly bel ieved that her good 
brother Lazarus should "at the resurrection r ise on the 
last day," not a tho usand years before the last day; for 
she was technically a post-millennia! adventist; bu t 
this point of never dying had not yet become familiar. 
Still, she believed it when the Lord said it. 
My eleventh argument, then, is that if he that be
lieves in Christ shall never die, and as Christians ac-

tually die so fa r as their bodies are contemplated, 
their souls must certainly survive their bodies, else 
the Lord has deceived us. 
I hold this to be as evident as any proposition can be 
-an argument, I humbly think, irrefragable. It bears 
equally against soul-sleeping as against soul-dying. 
For if death is compared to a sleep, as some contend, 
in all respects, then the sleep of death, or uncon
scious existence after death, is wholly repudiated in 
the words "he shall never die," that is, he shall never 
pass into a state of unconscious existence. 

12. My twelfth argument shal l be deduced from 
an argument offe red to the Sadducees by the Mes
siah in person, as reported by Luke, in the fo llowing 
words, to wit: - "Then came to him certain of the 
Sadducees, which deny that there is any resurrection, 
and they asked him, saying, Master, Moses wrote 
unto us, If any man's brother die, having a wife, and 
he die without children, that his brother should take 
his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. T here 
were, therefore, seven brethren, and the first took a 
wife, and died withou t children . And the second 
took her to wife, and he died childless. And the thi rd 
took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they 
left no child ren, and died. Last of all the woman died 
also. T herefore in the resurrection whose wife of 
them is she? for seven had her to wife. And Jesus 
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that is rock solid - exactly like that of the wise man 
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answering said unto them, The children of this world 
marry, and are given in marriage; but they which 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage; neither can they die any more 
for they are equal unto the angels; and are the chil
dren of God, being the children of the resurrection. 
Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at 
the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of Abra
ham, and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. For 
he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all 
live unto him" (Luke xx). To understand this most 
important passage, we must quote another from 
Luke's Acts of the Apostles, xxiii 6-8: -"But when 
Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and 
the other part Pharisees, he cried out in the council. 
Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a 
Pharisee; of the hope and resurrection of the dead I 
am called in question. And when he had so said there 
arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees; and the multitude was divided. For the 
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither 
angel nor spirit; but the Pharisees confess both." The 
Pharisees acknowledge both - two tenets, not one. 
Angels and spirits are the one tenet - the resurrec
tion of the body, the other. The Sadducees deny spir
its and a future state, consequently, the resurrection 
of the body. The non-resurrection of the body was 
therefore, a mere consequence of their doctrine. 
Now, the Messiah always aims a blow at the root, the 
taproot, of the system of error. He proves that the 
spirits are - that the spirits of the dead are. The 
Sadducees say they are NOT. Jesus affirms not that 
they were, but that they ARE. Abraham is dead, and 
Isaac is dead, and Jacob is dead, said the Sadducees, 
wholly dead; "spirits are not, bodies only are; and as 
their bodies once were but are not, the resurrection 
is absurd." But Jesus affirmed that spirits are; and his 
proof is, that God is the God of Abraham - of some 
existing person - not the God of what was, but the 
God of what is. Therefore, as he is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
now live - always live. For, adds he, ''All live to 
God" - "If dead to us, they are alive to him." "But 
their bodies are yet in Palestine; their sepulchers are 
yet with us. For neither David nor Abraham is yet as
cended to heaven; their sepulchres and their ashes 
are still with us, but their spirits live with God." 

13. Paul said he was a Pharisee, in the midst of an 
assembly of Pharisees and Sadducees. He intended to 
save his life by it. Did he lie? He was, in the sectarian 

1 0 ~i:aJlound;~~: 

sense, a Pharisee, and not a Sadducee. This was sol
emnly affirming for them in all the points designat
ing their peculiarity on the Sadduceean hypothesis. I 
offer it now in confidence as a conclusive argument 
against Destructionism, against Sadducism, against 
Materialism in every form of it. The resurrection of 
the dead, the existence of angels and spirits, and the 
everlasting existence of man, either in happiness or 
misery, were the whole constituents of a Pharisee. 
Paul affirmed these to he true when he solemnly de
clared that he was, in opposition to the skepticism of 
the Sadducees, Pharisee in faith and by descent, not 
merely the son of a Pharisee, but a Pharisee himself. 

14. A fourteenth argument may very naturally be 
deduced from our Lord's words to Thomas when he 
convinced him that he was not a spirit. He defines a 
spirit in comparison with a body, as essentially unlike 
it in its materiality. "A spirit," says he, "has not flesh 
and bones, as you see me have." This cannot be plau
sibly denied to be a clear proof of the existence of 
spirits without bodies. When, indeed, the Sadducees 
say that there is neither angel nor spirit, do they not 
mean human spirit? For of what other spirit than an
gelic, save the human spirit, do the Scriptures speak? 
And did the Sadducees ever deny that there was a 
spirit in man while he lived? Never: they only denied 
departed spirits, or human spirits existing after or 
without their bodies. Now, as the Pharisees con
fessed both angelic and human disembodied spirits, 
and the Sadducees neither, and as our Lord and his 
apostles agreed with the Pharisees and not with the 
Sadducees in their peculiarity, follows it not that we 
have in this argument a clear and irrefragable evi
dence of the existence of human spirits without bod
ies, and consequently of hades, as before pro
pounded? May we not now regard these fourteen ar
guments in proof of the existence of human spirits in 
a state called hades, separate and distinct from their 
bodies, as amply sufficient to confirm its certainty, 
and to explode a theory which reduces man to a 
simple animal possessed of a vital principle called 
soul, whose existence is not only identical with the 
body but inseparably coexistent with it? 

The last evidence we shall here offer of an inter
mediate or separate state of existence, is the fact that 
Moses appeared on earth about fourteen hundred 
and eighty years after his death. That great lawgiver 
died on Mount Pisgah, in the land of Moab, in the 
one hundred and twentieth year of his age, in the 
year of the world 25 53. The Lord buried him in a 
sepulcher in the valley opposite Beth-peor, where his 



ashes repose unto this day. We are, however, dis
tinctly informed that shortly before the crucifixion, 
in the thirty-third year of Christ, he appeared on 
Mount Tabor, in company with Elijah, whose body 
had been translated into heaven five hundred and 
fifty years after Moses died and eight hundred and 
ninety-six before the birth of the Messiah. 

This is a fact so incontrovertible that the most 
reckless and presumptuous of the opponents of a 
separate and intermediate conscious existence of hu
man spirits presume not to deny it. The only disposi
tion of it which they can make is to assume that the 
Lord raised him from the dead for this purpose. But 
against this assumption there is one fact which they 
seem not to have noticed that Jesus Christ, and not 
Moses, was "the first-born from the dead," "the first
fruits of them that slept," that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence and be regarded as the resur
rection and the life. And might we not with great 
propriety object to this assumption that no hint of 
this sort, by way of explanation of the marvelous 
fact, is given by any inspired writer, and that to have 
remanded Moses to the vale of Pisgah, and Elijah to 
heaven, would have seemed so arbitrary a disposi
tion of them as to call for some explanation from 
some one of the three Evangelists that record the 
transfiguration? They do, indeed, inform us that 
their destiny was the same. One and the same bright 
cloud overshadowed them both, in which the Father 
Almighty was present, and from which, for the last 
time, he spoke aloud, commending his Son, then on 
the mount, as his ORACLE to the human race. 

I should not have dwelt so long on this memo
rable incident, but for the sake of developing the pre
sumption of those daring innovators who for some 
reason are seeking to overthrow the glorious sanc
tions of our religion, expressed in the words "eternal 
punishment" and "everlasting life," delivered by the 
Lord himself. A modern philosopher has recently en
lightened the world by two treatises - one on "The 
Philosophy of Man," another on "The Philosophy of 
the Intermediate State." He yet proposes a third trea
tise, to be denominated "The Philosophy of a Future 
Life." In his generosity, he has only taxed us with a 
single sheet of developments on the whole philoso
phy of man; and, with equal kindness, he has con
tracted his philosophy of the intermediate state 
within equally restricted dimensions. I have but two 
faults to find with his treatise on the intermediate 
state. The first of these might by some utilitarians be 
regarded as its greatest perfection. It is a valuable ex-

emplification of the fallacy technically called petitio 
principii, or, vulgarly, "the begging of the question." 
Anyone who desires to see how far a man may wan
der from reason and common sense, without seem
ing to notice it, will be edified by reading this ex
tended assumption. He disposes of the strongest pas
sages in proof of hades, or the separate state, by this 
admirable argument: -

A state of conscious existence between death and 
the resurrection is nowhere taught in the Scriptures: 
therefore it is not taught in this passage nor in that: 
therefore it is not taught in this parable nor in that: 
therefore it is not taught by Jesus nor by any of the 
apostles. 

Another exception which I record against it is its 
striking irreverence for the authority of the Bible. I 
do not recollect to have read any treatise less respect
ful of the authority of apostles and prophets, from 
any one pretending to believe the Bible to have come 
from God. It is only a reiteration of obsolete glosses 
in a more daring and presumptuous style. For ex
ample, "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise," 
means, "This day or that day, when I come to the pos
session of my kingdom, some two or three thousand 
years hence, then shalt thou he with me in Paradise." 
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As for Moses in the Mount of Transfiguration, that is 
all explained, according to this philosopher, by a 
single assumption - viz. God raised Moses from the 
dead, and, after he had shown him on the mount, 
caused him to die a second time; after which the Lord 
himself buried him in some unknown sepulcher. And, 
not to weary my readers with such displays of the 
waywardness of self-opinionated theorists, when 
Paul tells us of his not knowing "whether he was in or 
out of the body," it only meant that he was in a 
dream, somewhat confounded at the time, and had 
no distinct apprehensions of himself. Seriously to re
spond to such irreverence is, I presume, as unneces
sary as it would be irksome to anyone who trembles 
at the word of the Lord. 

On the arguments and facts already offered we 
rest our cause, so far as the ascertainment of the 
proper import of the terms life, death, destruction, 
punishment, hades and gehenna is concerned. 

Of the term gehenna, translated hell, we have said 
but little. It is defined by our Lord to be a place of 
"eternal punishment" - a place of "eternal fire," 
where soul and body, or the whole wicked man, is to 
be tormented forever and ever. Against this view 
destructionists and Universalists argue from the fact 
that "the Vale of Hinnom," (whence is derived the 
word hell), in the environs of Jerusalem, was the 
place of consuming the carcasses of dead animals, 
and therefore wholly earthly, temporal and inappo
site to represent any thing that did not come to an 
end. How short-sighted, or how diseased, the vision 
of such doctors. Were not Jerusalem, Mount Zion 
and the City of David places as earthly and temporal 
as the Vale of Hinnom in their environs? And in 
reason's ear is it not as good an argument against the 
perpetuity, spirituality and felicity of heaven that it is 
so often represented under the imagery of earth - of 
that same Jerusalem, Mount Zion and City of the 
Great King? When Paul says, "You Christians are the 
children of the Jerusalem which is above, the mother 
of us all," or when he says, "You are not come to the 
tangible mountain, but to Mount Zion, the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem," does he not use 
imagery of earth as inapposite to set forth the eternal 
state of the righteous as gehenna is to set forth the 
eternal destiny of the wicked? As learnedly and as ra
tionally, therefore, might the new theorists object to 
the heaven as to the hell of the New Testament, inas
much as the imagery of both comes from the same 
vicinity- from Judea, Jerusalem and the environs 
thereof? And indeed, the same road philosophy and 
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philology might, and sometimes does, object, with as 
much reason, to the existence of angels or spirits and 
their correlates; for they, too, are terms of earth, as is 
every other term appreciable by mortal man. I once 
knew a crazy literalist who affirmed that wind and 
spirit were the same- that a man's breath was his 
soul, because both were represented by the same 
word. Nor did he stop at these absurdities, but per
sisted in the maintenance of a literal river of life, jas
per walls, pearly gates and golden streets in the heav
enly Jerusalem, 

That a lake of fire and brimstone, the flames of 
Tophet, and the perpetual burnings of the Vale of 
Hinnom, should become emblems and representa
tions of the fearful doom of wicked and ungodly 
men, is certainly as rational and consistent as that a 
garden of delights, a golden city, spacious and splen
did mansions, crowns of glory, and kingly thrones, 
should constitute the imagery of the eternal honors 
and blessedness of the children of God. No man of 
good sense and scriptural information understands 
these representations to be exact literal delineations 
of the future condition of saints and sinners. Pleasure 
or pain corresponding with these figurative repre
sentations is all that persons of sound sense and ac
curate discrimination understand by them. 

In conclusion of this already too prolix disserta
tion on terms and definitions, we must say, in regard 
to destruction as involving the sanctions of the 
Christian religion, that salvation and damnation are 
its sublime, awful and tremendous sanctions. He that 
diminishes either of these in its character, extent or 
duration, detracts just so much from the claims of 
the whole institution upon the attention and accep
tance of every man. If the life to be enjoyed is not to 
be everlasting, or if the condemnation to hell (for so 
our Lord denominates it) is to terminate in a year, a 
century or a millennium, then neither the salvation is 
of infinite importance, nor the condemnation of infi
nite dread. A pain, however intense, which continues 
but a day, a year or an age, is nothing compared to a 
pain that is everlasting. Whatever reasons, then, jus
tified our Savior in holding forth a "fire unquench
able," a "worm undying," a "punishment everlast
ing," will justify every other preacher in arraying the 
same awful issues before the mind of every impeni
tent sinner. 

Again, the motives that induce some persons to 
broach the doctrine of soul-sleeping, and to impose 
it upon others, have neither reason nor philosophy 
to commend them to any man's acceptance, nor to 



justify any conflicts concerning them in the Christian 
community, For, suppose a human spirit sleeps for a 
thousand years and awakes in felicity, unconscious of 
a moment's interval, or in one moment departs and 
is with the Lord: there is nothing fata l to either 
party 's comfort in whatever theory he may adopt. 
Consequently, to introduce such a question, and to 
seek partisans to it, is voluntary schism for its own 
sake, without the slightest hope of advantage or in
terest to any. 

It is on ly in their bearings upon other parts of the 
Christian system, and in the tendencies of such idle 
speculations to minister strife rather than godly edi
fying, that we deem them worthy of Christian repro
bation. Neither soul-sleeping, then, nor 
desrructionism, has one argument in its favor; while 
the latter is in direct opposition to the sanctions of 
the gospel and the definite and clear sign ification of 
a hundred scriptures. 

The authors of all fa lse theories of religion and 
morality are persons who assume to be philosophers, 
so far, at least, as to be able to construct a universe 
and a Divinity, in their judgment, more rational and 
worthy of all acceptation than those which they op
pose. Such, most certainly, are the Universa list, the 
Restorationist, the Destructionist and the drowsy, 
dreaming in ventors of sp irit-sleeping - with the mi
croscopic doctors of infant and Pagan annihilation. 
To one, universal salvation - to another, the partial 
annihilation of mankind - is the beau-ideal of a 
wise and just and benevolent system. To all such spir
its the Bible is bur an encyclopedia of proof-texts to 
confirm their theory. The rational, healthy and prac
tical Christian forms no theory of things incompre
hensible. He only seeks to know and understand 
what the Bible teaches. He feels himself inadequate 
to comprehend the history of sin and of punishment 
in the amplitude of their bearings upon a universe, 
upon the character of its Author and the destinies of 
his liege and loyal subj ects. H e wisely concludes that 
whatever reasons may justify God in inflicting tem
poral and partial evil upon any human or angelic be
ing may justify the infliction of eterna l punishment 
upon such portions of intelligent creatures as have 
been placed under special dispensations of d ivine 
mercy and love. With all such the true philosophy is, 
What say the oracles of God? 

God is said to be the father of the sp irits - not 
of the bodies, nor of the dispositions, nor of the 
breath - but of the spirits of all fl esh. And as such 
he will judge and retribute all. H e has solemnly said 

that all that are in their graves shall hear his voice and 
come forth - they that have done good and they 
that have done evil; the one shall rise to salvation, 
the other to condemnation. H e does not say in any 
passage of Scripture, that there is only a portion of 
mankind that will come out of their graves. Nay, he 
has said that "the sea gave up the dead that were in 
it, and that death and hades gave up the dead that 
were in them, and that they were all rewarded ac
cord ing to their wo rks." 

The Christian believes that a future state is nei
ther clearly nor fully set forth in the Law of Moses, 
nor in the Jewish prophets. His faith is, that "life and 
immortality have been brought to light in the gos
pel," and that the solution of all questions concern
ing the state of the dead, a future judgment and the 
world to come, must be learned from Jesus and his 
apostles. He is the resurrection and the life. And to 
his chosen witnesses he committed the secrets of the 
future state, to be divulged just so far as the true in
terests of mankind should requ ire. He and they have 
taught us that he will raise all the dead, judge all 
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mankind, separate the righteous from the wicked, 
and consign the latter to such an everlasting punish
ment, as he has prepared for the devil and his angels; 
while the righteous onl y shall inherit an everlasting 
life, an eternal blessedness; that salvation consists in 
being forever with the Lo rd, and condemnation in 
"an everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord and the glory of his power. " 

Aware that beyond the Bible there are no data, 
no facts, from which to reason, a prudent man -
one that fears God and loves mankind - will not 
presume to affirm anything concerning man, adult or 
infant, not clearly indicated in that book; he will in
troduce no idle speculation ; he will affirm nothing 
for which he cannot produce a " thus saith the Lord. " 
His wisdom and honor a like consist in preaching 
Christ, as the wisdom of God and the power of God 
to salvation. H e will make known nothing - intro
duce nothing - bur Christ and him crucified, under 
the title of Christian doctrine and Christian preach
mg. 

Does the Bible indicate that a man has a body, a 
soul and a spirit, as clea rly as that he has a head, a 
heart and a hand, he presumes not to deny it. Does it 
teach that the intellectual and moral something 
called "spirit" is not that animal something called 
"soul" or "animal li fe," he will not affirm that, the 
soul is the spirit, o r that the spirit is the soul, and 
that both are breath. D oes the M essiah say that a 
spirit, a human spi rit, has neither fl esh nor bones, he 
will not deny that there is any such thing as spirit. He 
will not make his own dullness, indocility or incapac
ity an argument against the facts and dictati ons of 
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the holy oracles. Nay, he will, in all matters, bow to 
the authority of the Bible. He will not proceed to an
nihilate infants, Pagans and w icked men, because he 
cannot comprehend the principles of the Divine ad
ministration. H e will not assign to Pontius Pilate, Ju
das Iscariot , Annas and Caiaphas, Nero, Domitian 
and Mohammed, the eternal punishment of a hum
mingb ird, a turtledove or a pigeon, because of his 
wa nt of intellectual and moral discriminatio n. H e 
will nor fraternize with the Sadducee in denying an
gels or human spirits, because he never saw either 
himself, or because he doubts whether he himself has 
anything in him bu t stomach and breath. H e will nor 
make the sterility of his own soul an infallible crite
rion of all souls in the universe. H e will not firs t 
teach that the human spirit is mortal, and then set 
about refuting the Messiah's affirmatio n that spirits 
cannot die, or that man cannot kill the soul. Because 
of his defects in the science of interpretation, he will 
not assume that the word destroy, when applied to 
man, always means absolute annih ilation or com
plete extinction; well knowing that such a one would 
be essentially wanting in consciousness, and most 
unfi t to be a leader or a guide to the ignorant and 
unlea rned inquirers after the will a nd ways of the 
Lord. 

I have by no means exhausted thi s subject. A 
mere miniature view of its prominent points and as
peers is all for which we have had either room or lei
sure. I suggest these views and considerations to 

those whose minds have been unsettled by presump
tuous and wayward dogmatists, rather as a help to 

their own investiga tions than as a full and perfect 
treati se on the subject. Believing, as I do, that there is 
but a very narrow isthmus between absolute skepti
cism and the affirmations of the new philosophy of 
man and the intermediate state - the denial of a uni
versal resurrection and of the eternal punishment of 
unbelieving and ungodly men - I cannot but ob
serve with great solicitude every attempt m ade to 
weaken the sanctions of the gospel and to reduce 
man to a mere two-legged animal, whose soul is 
blood, whose spirit is breath, and whose destiny in 
sin is but the punishment of an insect - the decom
position of an organized atom. From such philoso
phies and prosing dreamers, such conceited dogma
tists and reckless schematics, may the Lord save his 
cause and people. 
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Abraham's Children 
By Donald R. Taylor 
Professor Emeritus 

Freed-Hardeman University 

D o the Jews or the modern nation of Israel 
play a role in the evolution of the "end 
times" foretold by biblical prophets? Is the 

modern nation of Israel in any way a continuation of 
the ancient nation of Israel which God spoke of as 
his "special people"? My fear is that because many 
"evangelicals" do believe that the present-day nation 
of Israel is part of the fulfillment of Biblical proph
ecy, political leaders may actually rally to Israel's side 
in their conflict with the Palestinians, believing that 
this is the way God wants it to work out. And some 
may actually believe that "Armageddon" is a cer
tainty and that to interfere in the Mid-East crisis 
would be to interfere in God's "end-time" scenario. 

Throughout the Old Testament period, God re
vealed himself to the Jews in a special way. He did 
not so reveal himself to the Gentiles. This led the 
Jews to conclude that they were somewhat better 
than Gentiles. The apostle Paul shows, however, that 
the Jews were no better than the Gentiles, in spite of 
their numerous advantages (Rom. 3: 1-2), since both 
Jews and Greeks are under sin (Rom. 3 :9). The Jews 
continued, nevertheless, under the illusion that since 
they were physical descendants of Abraham, they 
were above and superior to Gentiles. 

Jesus clearly showed the people of his day that, 
in spite of their claim to be Abraham's children, they 
were Abraham's children.only if they did what Abra
ham did Uohn 8:39-40). Jesus proceeded to tell 
them that their father was the devil (v. 44), for their 
actions proved it. 
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What does this mean? Simply that children of 
Abraham are determined by spiritual qualities, not 
by fleshly lineage. 

In this study, we want to consider several pas
sages, which bear on this question. This should also 
help us see how the Jews fit into God's plan in the 
Christian era. 

The apostle Paul affirms that being a child of 
Abraham does not involve fleshly lineage. Speaking 
of the blessing of forgiveness, Paul states: 

Is this blessing pronounced only upon the 
circumcised, or also upon the uncircum
cised? We say that faith was reckoned to 
Abraham as righteousness. How then was it 
reckoned to him? Was it before or after he 
was circumcised? He received circumcision 
as a sign or seal of the righteousness, which 
he had by faith while he was still uncircum
cised. The purpose was to make him the fa
ther of all who believe without being cir
cumcised and who thus have righteousness 
reckoned to them, and likewise the father 
of the circumcised who are not merely cir
cumcised but also follow the example of the 
faith which our father Abraham had before 
he was circumcised {Rom. 4:9-12). 

Language cannot be clearer. Abraham is thus the 
father of both Gentiles and jews who have the same 
kind of faith which Abraham had. This is exactly 
what Jesus told the Jews in John 8:39-40. 

In the "allegory" of Hagar and Sarah (Gal. 4:21-
31), Paul shows very clearly that Hagar represented 
the literal city of Jerusalem and the Jewish nation 
which was still under bondage to the Law of Moses. 
But Sarah represented the "Jerusalem which is 
above," which is free by virtue of the gospel of Christ. 
This is no doubt the church of Christ. When Ishmael 
(Hagar's child) and Isaac (Sarah's child) were chil
dren, Sarah saw them playing together (Gen. 21:9), 
and was displeased at the thought of the slave child's 
becoming Abraham's heir along with Isaac, her son. 
So Abraham drove Hagar and her son Ishmael away. 
Paul says this means that those people who were rep-
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resented by Hagar's son would not inherit with those 
who were represented by Sarah's son Isaac. Paul 
writes: 

Now we, brethren, like Isaac, are children 
of promise. But as at that time he who was 
born according to the flesh persecuted him 
who was born according to the Spirit, so it 
is now. But what does the scripture say? 
"Cast out the slave and her son; for the son 
of the slave shall not inherit with the son of 
the free woman." So, brethren, we are not 
children of the slave but of the free woman 
(Gal. 4:28-31). 

This passage must not be passed over lightly. Its 
conclusions are shattering. What does it say about 
the Jewish nation as a favored nation of God? Listen! 
It is Ishmael the slave boy who is a picture of fleshly 
Israel, and it is he who will not inherit with the son 
of the free woman. This can only mean that fleshly 
Israel, the nation that is under bondage to the cov
enant, which was given on Mount Sinai, will not in
herit with those who are free in Christ. 

Of whom does Paul speak when he says, "So, 
brethren, we are not children of the slave but of the 
free woman"? Who are these children of the free 
woman, Sarah? Are they Jews only? This cannot be, 
for Paul is speaking to churches which were pre
dominantly Gentile, who formerly "did not know 
God" and who had been "in bondage to beings that 
by nature are not gods" (Gal. 4:8}. So there we have 
it clearly stated: The rightful descendants of Abra
ham through Sarah include Gentiles. It must be un
derstood, therefore, that any promises made to Abra
ham and to his descendants include Gentiles who be
lieve in Christ and exclude Jews who do not believe 
in Christ. For, in Christ, Jews and Gentiles blend to
gether, so that there is no distinction between them, 
and they are all spoken of as being ''Abraham's off
spring." "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor fe
male; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you 
are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs 
according to promise" (Gal. 3:28-29). 

Again, to the Romans, Paul affirms that the real 
Jew is he who inwardly has circumcision of the 
heart, regardless of whether or not he was circum
cised in the flesh. "For he is not a real jew who is one 
outwardly, nor is true circumcision something exter
nal and physical. He is a Jew who is one inwardly, 
and real circumcision is a matter of the heart,. spiri
tual and not literal. His praise is not from men but 
from God" (Rom. 2:28-29). 
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Problem Passages 

Now, let us consider some "problem passages" along 
this line, but keeping in mind what we have learned 
about the true identity of Abraham's descendants. 

Romans 11:1 
u1 ask, then has God reieded his people?" 

We often hear this verse cited as proof that God has 
not rejected the Jewish race, that is, fleshly descen
dants of Abraham. However, we must consider the 
context in which this question by Paul is asked. First, 
Paul shows that God had not rejected Jews as such, 
for Paul himself was a Jew and God had saved him 
(Rom. 11: 1). Second, we point out that the phrase 
"his people" could not mean the whole Jewish race, 
for Paul speaks only of "a remnant" being "chosen 
by grace" (v. 5). In verse 7, he states plainly that "Is
rael failed to obtain what is sought" while the "elect 
obtained it." We can say that the whole Jewish 
people "sought" salvation, but that only a "remnant" 
found it. In verses 14 and 15, Paul expresses his de
sire to "save some of them," that is, some of the 
Jews. Those who speak of the ultimate salvation of 
the whole Jewish race do not consider this passage 
carefully. 

Next, while considering the context of Romans 
11:1, we note that Paul refers to "his people whom 
he foreknew" (v. 2). Was this people whom God 
"foreknew" the Jewish race, fleshly Israel? Let us 
see. Paul states: 

We know that in everything God works for 
good with those who love him, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his son, in or
der that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. And those whom he predes
tined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified (Rom. 8:28-30). 

Note that those whom he foreknew he also 
called. Who were these people? Were they fleshly Is
rael, the Jewish race? Not so, for Paul himself asks 
this question and gives the inspired answer: 

[I]n order to make known the riches of his 
glory for the vessels. of mercy, which he has 
prepared beforehand for glory, even us 
whom he has called, not from the Jews only 
but also from the Gentiles? As indeed he 
says in Hosea, "Those who were not my 
people I will call 'my people,' and her who 
was not beloved I will call 'my beloved.' And 



in the very place where it was said to them, 
'You are not my people,' they wi ll be called 
'sons of the living God'" (Rom. 9:23-26). 

H osea the prophet was required by God to take 
as wife a yo ung woman inclined to be a prostitute. 
Her children all had symbolic names. T he first of her 
children was by her husband Hosea and was named 
Jezreel, meaning that God would put an end to the 
kingdom of Israel because of Jehu 's cruelty in the 
valley of Jezreel (See 2 Kings 10: 1-14). The second 
and third chi ldren of H osea's promiscuous wife were 
probably not by her husband, and their names are 
also signi ficant. The second child, a daughter, was 
named "Not Pitied," which meant that God wou ld 
no t have pity on the house of Israel. The third child , 
a son, was named "Not My People." Paul interprets 
this ch ild 's name as meaning that Ge ntiles wou ld 
someday be called "sons of the li ving God" (Rom. 
9:26). 

To sum up this line of thought, let us ask again 
the question, "Has God rejected his people?" No, for 
the question focuses on the people whom God fore
knew (Rom. 11:2). It speaks of those who have been 
called and justified by C hrist . They are not Jews only, 
but a\so from among the Gentiles. T hi s people wi ll 
one day be glorified by Christ. This is the people 
whom God has not rejected. The question then does 
not so much concern fleshly Israel as it does God's 
real people, those who arc one in Chri st Jesus. 

Romans 11 :26. 11And so all Israel will be saved." 

This fragment of verse 26 is taken to be sufficient 
proof that all the Jews will ultimate ly be saved, or at 
least a l\ those Jews who will be alive at Christ's com
ing. Bur this gives the verse a meaning which is for
eign to the whole passage, as well as to many other 
passages in the New Testament. 

In dealing wi th this phrase, we must re member 
what we have already learned about the descendants 
of Abra ham and that the word Israel in this verse 
could possibly mean "a ll Israel" in the sense of Gen
tiles and Jews in Christ. 

Often, too, the last part of verse 26 is over
looked, but rhe last part rea ll y explains the verse. "As 
it is wri tte n" indicates that "all Israel" would be 
saved exactly as the prophecy had stated. "The De
liverer wi ll come from Z ion, he will ban ish ungodli
ness fro m Jacob; and th is wi ll be my covenant with 
them when I take away their sins" (Rom. 11:26-27). 
The "Deliverer" is Christ, of course. The on ly ques
tion remaining concerns the time when the prophecy 

is fulfill ed. Has God established his covenant with Is
rael? Has he taken away their sins? Observe that the 
Hebrews writer was addressing Jewish ( Hebrew) 
Christians in particular when he quoted J eremiah 
concerning this covenant: 

For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all rime those who are sanctified. And the 
Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for af
ter saying, 'This is the covenant that I wi ll 
make with t he m after those days, says th e 
Lord : l will pu t my laws on their hearts, and 
write them on their minds,' then he adds, ' I 
will remember their sins and their misdeeds 
no mo re.' Where there is forgiveness of 
these, there is no longer any o ffering for 
sin. T herefore, brethren, since we have con
fidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood 
of j esus (Heb. 10:14-19). 

It is obv ious that when Romans and Hebrews 
were writte n, the covenant with Israel had already 
been ratified by the blood of Jesus. Provision had al
ready been made for the forgiveness of sins, of Jews 
as well as of Gentiles, by the same work of grace. But 
this was not a national forgive ness; nor was there a 
blanker forgiveness for the race. It was pardon based 
upo n the individua l's acceptance of the blood of 
Jesus the Christ. 

Therefore, "a ll Israel" was ro be saved through 
the first coming of Christ, through his death on the 
cross, and through fai th in him. 

Know Your Bible 
by Frank J. Dunn 

Contains an analysis of every book in the Bible 

• Bird's eye view of every book of the Bible 
• Background information included 
• Key words and key verses given 
• An explanation of Bible truth presented 

in an understandable way 
• Inspirational encouragement 

to live by Bible principles 
• Excellent for private Bible study 

or for teen/adult Bible classes 
• Clothbound • Dark blue • Gold lettering 
• 650 pages 
• Excellent for libraries and treasured gifts 

$28.95 
$5.00 s/h ·Texas residents add 6. 25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

january 2008 17 
Firm Foundation 



Look again at Romans 11:26: ''And so all Israel 
will be saved." The word so is significant. It is trans
lated from the Greek word houtos, an adverb of man
ner and means "in this manner, thus, so." Thayer's 
Greek-English Lexicon defines it as follows: 

By virtue of its native demonstrative force it 
refers to what precedes; in the manner spo
ken of; in the way described; in the way it 
was done, in this manner; in such a man
ner; thus, so .... it refers to similitudes and 
comparisons, and serves to adapt them to 
the case in hand. 

Therefore, when we interpret Romans 11:26, we 
must realize that "so" means that "in the manner 
spoken of, and in the way described," all Israel will 
be saved. 

What then is the "manner" of salvation spoken 
of in the context of this verse? Paul has just painted a 
word picture of an olive tree . The natural branches 
of this tree represent the Jews. The wild branches 
(Rom. 11: 17) represent the Gentiles. Now, in Paul's 
analogy, some of the "natural branches" were broken 
off "because of their unbelief" (Rom. 11 :20). And 
"wild" branches were grafted in to the tree, "through 
faith" (Rom. 11:20). But Paul says that the Gentiles 
were not to boast over the Jews who had been bro
ken off, since the Gentiles were saved by God's kind
ness. ''And even the others, if they do not persist in 
their unbelief, will be grafted in again" (v. 23 ). 

Before the death of Christ, under the Old Cov
enant, all Jews were considered to be children of 
God. Circumcision was a mark of the covenant be
tween them and God. When Christ came, however, 
they had to accept him by faith if they were to con
tinue to be God's covenant children. Many Jews did 
believe in Christ and thus never ceased to be God's 
children. Those who did not accept Christ did cease 
to be God's children, and were "broken off" of the 
stock of God's people, according to Paul's analogy. 
The only way they could become his children again 
was to accept Christ by faith . This is still true today. 
Any Jew who will believe in Christ can become a 
child of God. But he does this on the same basis as 
does the Gentile. "For there is no distinction" (Rom. 
3 :22). Christ died to "reconcile u·s both Oew and 
Gentile) to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby bringing the hostility to an end" (Eph. 2: 16). 
The "one body" is the Lord's church (Eph. 1:22-23; 
5:23 ). It is in this one body that both Jew and Gen
tile are reconciled to the Father. There is no other 
way. It is in this manner that Israel must be saved. 
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Conclusion 

We conclude, therefore, that prophetic mention of 
"Abraham's descendants" in the Old Testament must 
be construed tO mean those who wou ld come to faith 
in Jesus Christ. The "Israel of God" today (Gal. 
6:16) is the church of Christ, those who are "new 
creatures" in Christ (Gal. 6 : 15), and does not mean 
Israel according to the flesh, those who "failed to ob
tain what is sought" (Rom. 11:7) . 

Some believe that at the "revelation" or "day of 
the Lord" the Jews will accept Christ. (jesus Is Com
ing, WE.B., Revell Publishers, 1908, p. 81). Yet both 
Paul and Peter state clearly that the day of the Lord 
will be a day of retribution and punishment on those 
who "do not know God and upon those who do not 
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus" (2 Thess. 1:8-9). 
Peter says, "The day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with 
fire, and the earth and the works that are upon it will 
be burned up" (2 Pet. 3:10). This is the "day of the 
Lord" which is supposed tO precede the establish
ment of the so-called "millennia! kingdom." It is in 
this "day" that fleshly Israel is supposed by many to 
be restored to favor wi th God. Inasmuch as the earth 
will no longer be in existence, according to Peter, 
where will the Jews be restored? Not only so, but 
having rejected Christ, they will be of the number to 
be punished by the Lord. 

We must respect the interpretation which the in
spired writers of the New Testament place upon the 
use of the word "Israel" as it pertains to salvation in 
Christ. 163 Jane Cove 
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Cycles 
By Brock Hartwigsen 

Either God really likes cycles or he believes 
that they are an important tool. We know this 
because he created so many cycles. There are 

at least three cycles in nature cited in the Bible. 
There is the wind cycle in Ecclesiastes 1 : 6 "The wind 
goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the 
north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind 
returneth again according to his circuits." There is 
the water cycle in Ecclesiastes 1:7, '~1 the rivers run 
into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place 
from whence the rivers come, thither they return 
again." Then there are the "paths of the sea" in 
Psalms 8:8 which is a reference to the ocean currents 
which are also cyclic. 

There is also the Christian cycle. The dictionary 
defines a cycle as "a sequence of events that is re
peated again and again, especially a causal sequence." 
The Christian cycle is defiantly a "causal sequence." 
Water and wind do not learn anything as they cycle 
around. These cycles are simply caused by the laws of 
nature. However, a Christian learns and grows as he 
cycles around, and it is the learning and growing that 
propels the cycle and keeps it going. The Christian 
cycle is carefully laid out and explained in James 1. 

The cycle begins with the trials of faith (vv. 2-4) 
that any and all Christians will experience because of 
their commitment to Christ and his gospel. James 
tells Christians to be patient and endure. 

James then tells Christians, when they are tried, 
to pray for wisdom (vv. 5-8). These verses are often 
used to talk about wisdom in general, but contextu
ally they deal with the wisdom to understand and 
handle the trials of our faith. 

In the next three verses, vv. 9-11, James shares a 
little wisdom about the trials of our faith. When we 
look at those who are persecuting us and those who 
simply don't try to live a Christian life, it is easy for 
us to wonder why they prosper and we don't. He en
courages his readers to take heart, in the end the sin
ners, who now seem so high, will be brought low and 
the Christian, who is being persecuted and finan
cially struggling because of his faith, will be raised on 
high. 

He then cautions us that trials will bring tempta-

tion and temptation, if given into, will bring sin (vv. 
12-18). These verses are often used to teach a lesson 
about desires, temptations, and sin in general. But, 
contextually they are dealing with the desires and 
temptations that come from persecutions and trials of 
our faith. 

When a Christian is struggling to make ends meet, 
struggling with family members and friends who are 
belittling him because of his commitment to Christ, 
struggling with outright persecution, it is very tempt
ing to compromise, at least a little bit, in order to make 
things here and now just a little better. James is telling 
us that such a desire will come and is cautioning, 
warning and reminding us that giving in is sin. 

In verses 19-27 James tells us what to do when 
trials and persecutions come and we find ourselves 
tempted to compromise our faith, even just a little 
bit, to make things a little easier. First of all, don't let 
it get us angry, either at those who are doing us 
wrong or, for that matter, angry at God for allowing 
it. We must be patient and slow to anger (vv. 19-20). 

Secondly, "suppress ill-will and all wickedness in 
you" (v. 21a, Norlie). We are to suppress any ill-will 
we might have toward those who are persecuting us 
and prospering in sin. The wickedness in us that we 
are to suppress would be any and all desires to com
prise our faith to make our situation here a little 
more tolerable and/or to get revenge on our tormen
tors. 

Thirdly, after we have suppressed any ill-will 
and/or wickedness in us, we need to turn to God's 
word for comfort and instruction. James tells us not 
to just read it for the sake of reading. He tell us to 
take heed to what it says and obey it (vv. 21b-25). 
Trials of our faith should turn us to God and his 
word, not to sin and anger. 

Fourthly, we need to be careful about what we 
say (v. 26). It is not enough not to give in to the 
temptation to compromise our faith to make our 
lives easier. We must also be careful what we say 
about those who are trying our faith. If we render 
verbal evil for their evil, then all our suffering is in 
vain because we are no better than our persecutors. 

Fifthly, when persecution comes, when we are 
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suffering want because of our commitment to Christ, 
instead of looking at our problems and getting de
pressed, we need to look for those who are worse off 
than we are and do for them (v. 27a). Even atheistic 
psychologists will tell yo u that this is exce llent 
therapy for depression. 

And fina ll y number six, "Keep your self clean 
from the world 's evil ways" (v. 27b, Laubach). In 
other words, don ' t become like those who are perse
cuting you and trying your faith. 

Let's put the cycle together. Verses 2-4: You 're 
going to be tried and tempted, don't let it get you 
down. Verses 5-8: Pray for w isdom to understand 
and endure your trials and temptations. Verses 9-11: 
God will bring down those who try you and will ex
alt you. Verses 12-18: You will be tempted by your 
own desires and weakness to find some way to com
promise your faith to escape your troubles. Don 't 
give in. Remain faithful and true. Verses 19-20: Con
trol your emotions. Be patient and slow to anger. 
Verse 21a: Control your emotions. Suppress any ill
will or wickedness that the trials might produce in 
you. Verses 21b-25: Turn to God's word for instruc
tion and heed it. Verse 26: Be careful what you say to 
others about those who are doing you wrong. Verse 
27a: Instead of worrying about your situation, do for 
others. Verse 27b: Be a stronger Christian and don' t 
give into the world. 

When trials o f our faith and persecution come 
and we carefull y follow these steps in James 1, what 
wi ll be the outcome? We will be able to endure and 
handle the trial and we will be a stronger Christian 
because of it. And that is the cycle. The stronger we 
grow in the faith, the more trials and persecutions 
we will have to endure. We begin the cycle with 
some trials of our faith. We follow the plan and 
emerge as stronger and better Chri stians. This in 
turn will attract more trials, and we start the cycle all 
over agam. 

As we cycle through this cycle always remember 
Peter's words, "That the trial of yo ur fa ith, being 
much more precious than of gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1: 7). 189 Brookside Dr. 
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Resped for Jesus' Authority 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

Jesus told the apostles, when he sent them ro 
reach all nations, that based on his authority, 
they were to reach those they baptized ro ob
serve all he commanded (Matt. 28:18-20). 

Notice he instructed them to teach others to ob
serve what he commanded. He did not give them 
freedom to teach others to observe religious prac
tices he had not commanded. If Jesus has nor com
manded a religious practice, no one has the authority 
to teach others to observe it. Anyone who teaches 
others ro worship with something j esus has nor com
manded is acting on hi s own authority and not on 
the authority of jesus. 

MaHhew 28:18-20 Applied 

In regard to people who affirm that worshiping God 
with musical instruments is approved by jesus - all 
that they have to do to prove instruments should be 
used is to present a commandment of Jesus or an ex
ample of the early church. A specific command for
bidding their use is nor necessary to prove that they 
are not to be used; rather a commandment for their 
use is needed before they can be introduced by jesus' 
authority. 

Early Church Practice 

If we follow the teaching that the apostles gave to 

the early church, we wi ll be observing what Jesus 
commanded, which is what they taught, for that is all 
that they had authority ro teach. They were not 
given the right to instruct their converts to fo ll ow 
human or Old Testament practices. The church in 
Jerusalem continued in the apostles' teaching (Acts 
2:42), thus they continued to obey the command
ments that Jesus gave ro them. If we cannot find the 
use of instruments in the apostles' reaching or in the 
practice of the early church, we can conclude that 
they are nor a part of Jesus' teaching. In this case we 
do not have Jesus' authority to use them. 

Old Testament Worship 

Jesus taught that the worship that God had given to 
Israel would end by saying that Jerusa lem, the city 
God had chosen (1 Kings 11 :23), wou ld no longer be 

the place to worship God (John 4:21). The time 
would come when true worship "must" be in spirit 
and truth (John 4:23-24). In this way Jesus taught 
that a clean break would take place between old and 
new covenant worship, thus old covenant practices 
are not authorized to be in new covenant worship. 

Truth in Jesus 

The truth that Jesus sa id must be used to worship 
God has come through Jesus (John 1: 17). Those who 
are of the truth hear Jesus' voice (John 18:37), for 
they are his sheep (John 10:27) and do not know the 
voice of strangers (John 10:5}. Since Jesus and the 
apostles did not instruct Christians to worship with 
musical instruments, a person must listen to another 
voice, the voice of strangers, than the voice of Jesus 
in order to introduce them into the worship of God. 

Greek Meaning 

If a sound scriptural reason for the use of musical in
struments based on the Greek language could have 
been fo und during the first ten centuries of the 
church, surely those whose native language was 
Greek, would have discovered it and upheld its use. 
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Instead they objected. to its use and refused to use 
them. The many Greek scholars that have translated 
the New Testament have deceived us and done us an 
injustice if there is a Greek word that should have 
been translated to teach the need for Christians to 
use musical instruments in worship. 

Harmony 

We know that singing is acceptable to God because 
we have been instructed to sing (Eph. 5: 19; Col. 
3:16). Since we have no instruction to use a musical 
instrument in worship of God, we cannot be sure it is 
approved of God. 

No one should disturb the church by advocating 
a practice that he cannot know for certain is accept
able to God, for he hates those who spread lies and 
sow discord among brethren (Prov. 6:19). Paul wrote 

to the Corinthian church (1 Cor. 1:2), concerning 
the strife and division that some were causing within 
the church, that the members are the "temple of 
God" (1 Cor. 3:16). "If any man destroys the temple 
of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God 
is holy, and that is what you are" (1 Cor. 3: 17). 

For harmony's sake all churches of Christ should 
teach and practice in worship only those things Jesus 
commanded, and they should avoid introducing av
enues of worship not found in his or the apostles 
teaching, or in the practices of the early church. 
Jesus will punish those who disrupt the unity of his 
church by introducing practices that he has not au
thorized. 
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Sacramentalism 
By John D. Anderson 

This commentary is a review of an article that 
appeared in Restoration Quarterly (RQ), 
Volume 50/Number 1, 2008, entitled Stone

Campbell Sacramental Theology, p. 35. 
The author, a professor at a Christian university, 

has written several books on this subject. The author 
begins his discourse by declaring, "The Stone-Camp
bell Movement (SCM), inclusive of Churches of 
Christ, practices three ordinances, or sacraments: 
baptism, the Lord's Supper, and the Lord's day." 

Continuing, the author asserts that the idea of 
"sacraments" is "embedded in our corporate con
sciousness," and "this language is the SCM at its 
theological best" (p. 36). He adds that his intent 
"was to renew a sacramental understanding within 
the SCM ... to a more theocentric grounding." 

The author attempts to prove that the term ordi
nance, used by Campbell is equal in meaning to the 
term "sacrament," and that Campbell's use of the 
word, ordinance, would demonstrate this. He de
fines sacraments as "divine acts of grace through 
which God transforms believers into his image by the 
presence of Jesus in the power of the Spirit" (RQ, p. 
36). Again, "Thus a sacrament is an external symbol 
through which God acts to grace his people and by 
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which his people participate in the gospel through 
faith" (p. 36). 

The author also says a sacrament is God giving 
by faith "the grace of Jesus through material symbols 
in the power of the Spirit" (RQ, p. 37). 

The Catholic Encyclopedia uses similar terminol
ogy ... "outward signs of inward grace ... material 
things are unto men the signs of things spiritual ... 
conferred grace ... they cause that grace in the souls 
of men ... external sign of something sacred ... effec
tual signs of grace." 

The Catholic Encyclopedia also says that sacra
ments were instituted as a remedy for "original sin"; 
"consequently it conferred grace"; those infants who 
die .... "without baptism ... are perpetually excluded 
from the vision of God." 

The article in the RQ says its definitions are "con
sistent with the substance of the historic church ... not 
specifically Roman Catholic, Protestant, ... or Ortho
dox ... " (p. 37). 

Alexander Campbell wrote, "We choose to 
speak Bible things by Bible words, because we areal
ways suspicious that if the word is not in the Bible 
the idea which it represents is not there; and always 
confident that the things taught by God are better 



taught in the words and under the names which the 
Holy Spirit has chosen and appropriated, than in the 
words which man's wisdom teaches" (Christian Sys
tem (CS), p. 104). Campbell listed 48 terms and 
phrases, including the word sacrament, as coming 
from religious philosophers who have "excogitated" 
doctrines and philosophical distinctions (CS, pp. 
103-104). 

The author of the article under review indexed 
statements from several articles and books written by 
Alexander Campbell (many of the footnotes refer
enced the wrong source). This kind of indexing re
sults in an indexer's interpretation without regard to 
the context. 

Consider the definition of the word ordinance as 
given by Campbell. "What, then under the present 
administration of the kingdom of Heaven, are the 
ordinances which contain the grace of God?" "They 
are preaching the gospel - immersion in the name 
of Jesus into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit - the reading and teaching 
the Living Oracles- the Lord's Day- the Lord's 
Supper - fasting - prayer - confession of sins -
and praise." "To these may be added other appoint
ments of God, such as exhortation, admonition, dis
cipline, etc.; for these also are ordinances of God; 
and indeed, all statutes and commandments are or
dinances of God" (a footnote references James 
1 :25). Campbell continued, "Not one of them can 
be dispensed with; they are all necessary to the full 
enjoyment of the Reign of Heaven" (CS, p. 149). 

The means of grace that the author of the article 
in the RQ indexed to define Campbell's meaning of 
ordinance (RQ, p. 35) is clarified when the full con
text is seen. "All the means of grace are, therefore, 
only the means of impressing this seal upon the 
heart; of bringing these moral facts to make their full 
impression on the soul of man." 

"Testimony and faith are but the channel through 
which these facts, or the hand of God, draws his image 
on the heart and character of man (Millennia/ Harbin
ger, Vol. Iv, p. 341). Campbell supported this by many 
statements, such as, "No testimony, no faith; for faith 
is only the belief of testimony, or confidence in testi
mony as true" (CS, p. 93). 

Again, the article quotes Campbell, "We cannot 
separate the Spirit and Word of God, and ascribe so 
much power to the one and so much to the other; 
for so did not the Apostles." "Whatever the word 
does, the Spirit does; and whatever the Spirit does in 
the work of converting man, the word does." "We 

neither believe nor teach abstract Spirit nor abstract 
word, but word and spirit, Spirit and word" (CS, p. 
48). 

Some may say, ''Aha! Now we see the influence 
of Bacon and Locke on the Campbells" (RQ, p. 36, 
40). Inspired writers of the New Testament, not 
Locke or Bacon, said faith is the result of testimony 
(Rom. 10: 17). It was Paul who said "Our testimony 
unto you was believed" (2 Thess. 1:10). 

The RQ article gives a few proof texts in at
tempting to support the idea that the Holy Spirit op
erates independent of the Word of God, or directly 
upon the minds of men today. The piece says, "we 
are nourished by his body and blood (meaning the 
Lord's Supper) John 6:51-58" (RQ, p. 37). This pas
sage uses a metaphor for eating the flesh and drink
ing the blood of the Son of God. Jesus explains in v. 
63, "the words that I have spoken unto you are 
spirit, and are life." We eat the flesh and drink the 
blood of Jesus when we receive his word and obey 
his commands (ordinances). 

It appears to me the essay printed in the RQ is 
saying the restored church must make a 180 degree 
turn and go back to what Campbell and many others 
abandoned in favor of following the Bible and the 
Bible only. 

May God grant the heirs of the mighty appeal to 
restore the ancient order the courage to continue to 
teach God's word "with all boldness" (Acts 4:29, 31; 
28:31; 2 Cor. 3:12; Eph. 6:19; Heb. 3:6; 10:35; 1 
John 2:28). 
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Why Send Peter and John? 
Refledions from Ads 8:14-17 

By Alvin Jennings 

T ere is an amazing story about the early 
spread of the good news of Jesus, recorded 
in the eighth chapter of Acts. It tells about 

the work of Philip, one of the seven who were cho
sen to serve with the distribution of daily needs to 
certain widows in the church in Jerusalem shortly af
ter its beginning in A.D. 33. These men had notable 
qualities, being "full of the spirit and wisdom." To 
add to these, they were endowed in special ways by 
having prayers of the apostles and by having the 
hands of the apostles laid upon them. As a result, 
they were enabled to work miracles of healings and 
other supernatural wonders, a gift given them to 
give confirmation of the message they spoke about 
the risen Christ (cf. Mark 16:17-18; Heb. 2:3-4). It 
must be remembered that the early evangelists only 
had the Old Testament scriptures; the first written 
scriptures of the New Testament did not come until 
about 30 years later. This is why their empowerment 
to work miracles was so important, for any time new 
doctrine is revealed it has to be accompanied by 
proofs that it came from God. As the New Testament 
approached its completion, and the revelation of 
truth became final, it is observed that the working 
of miracles became less and less needed. Jude calls 
this body of teaching "the faith," and said it was 
"once and for all delivered to the saints" Qude 3). 
Other writers warned that nothing be added or 
changed from what was written and recorded in 
these writings given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
(Gal. 1:6-8). 

With this in mind, come with me to Luke's ac
count of what Philip did when he went to Samaria, a 
city north of Jerusalem in Judea. "When the crowds 
heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, 
they all paid close attention to what he said. With 
shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many 
paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was 
great joy in that city." One man among them was a 
famous magician who awed the people by his magic 
tricks. He knew in his heart that he could only work 
tricks, and recognized Philip's work by contrast was 
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truly miraculous. He even offered money to buy this 
power so his business could be enhanced. Of course 
this was a sin to think he could buy the gift of God 
with money. He was rebuked and told to repent of 
such a wicked thought. He was among the throng 
who had already believed in Jesus and had also been 
baptized. He and all the people followed Philip ev
erywhere; they "were astonished by the great signs 
and miracles" they saw. 

Stop for a moment and ask yourself, "How could 
the gospel, the good news of Jesus, continue to re
ceive such a marvelous growth and acceptance in Sa
maria after Philip left them, seeing that none of the 
new converts had the power to work miracles to get 
the attention of the crowds and to confirm the mes
sage, like Philip had? Remember Philip had this 
power because he had received the laying on of the 
hands of the apostles, those twelve specially chosen 
personal companions who had travelled with Jesus 
for about three years ... you know them: Peter, An
drew, James and John, and the others all named in 
Matthew 10:2-4. Only the apostles were promised 
that they would be "baptized in the Holy Spirit," a 
promise that was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost 
(see Acts 1:5; 2:1-4). This enabled them to do mi
raculous works, and to pass this power on to se
lected others by the laying on of their hands. 

Watch closely now, for we are approaching the 
answer to the question in the title of our essay: WHY 
SEND FOR PETER? Good news travels fast, and the 
church members (including the apostles) back in 
Jerusalem, heard that Samaria had accepted the word 
of God. They felt it was important to send Peter and 
John to them. These were two of the apostles. Why? It 
was so they could impart to them the miraculous 
power of the Holy Spirit. Philip had the power to 
work these miracles, but he did NOT have the power 
to pass it on to others because he was not one of the 
twelve apostles! With this special power passed on to 
some of the strong new converts in Samaria, they 
would have the continuing power to prove the mes
sage of Christ that they would be speaking among 



their people after Philip left·their area. These power
ful proofs would continue in the generation following 
the apostles' death, and no further. They would not be 
needed any longer, because by this time the written 
message of the apostles and other inspired writers of 
the New Covenant would be complete. Of course 
jesus remains the same throughout the ages, but there 
was to be a change in the method of confirming of his 
gospel. 

There are many today who do not understand 
this. Among us today are prominent television per
sonalities who claim to be able to work miracles by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Men like Benny Hinn, 
Kenneth Copeland, Oral Roberts and others have en
riched themselves by promoting their 'health/wealth 
gospels,' but they are not apostles and they are 2,000 
years too late to have the hands of the apostles laid 
upon them. Others may not be so prominent, but 
some have written books promoting the error that 
miracles are performed today like the apostles and 
those upon whom they had laid their hands. They 
cannot prove what they are saying about the present 
miraculous work of the Holy Spirit. One such writer 

(Jack Deere) defected from the Baptist denomination 
because they would not support his presumptuous 
claims. He wrote some books including one he called 
Surprised by the Spirit. The Charismatics, Pentecos
tals and others promote his books and invite him for 
seminars, etc. He calls for anyone with an earache or 
stomachache or whatever ailment they may have, to 
come forward at his meetings for prayer and healing. 
Any observer can easily see the difference in these 
trivial claims and the real works of the Spirit in what 
is recorded in such passages as Acts chapter 8. 

In the first century, miracles were always (1) in
stantaneous, (2) complete, and (3) no one even 
among unbelievers questioned that a miracle had 
been performed. Today, by contrast, it is observed 
that the crippled or diseased are "gradually getting 
better," unbelievers scoff at their claims, and even 
believers continue to question and debate their cred
ibility. There are no new miracles because there is no 
new truth that needs to be confirmed. The Bible is 
the complete and final revelation of God to man. 
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You Can Tell A Book By •••• 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

I:g ago, some unknown sage said, "You can 
tell a book by its cover." Those words have 
survived the ages and are used now to mean 

that you can judge a person by his outward conduct. 
I would like to suggest a new observation about 
books. You can tell a man by the books he recom
mends! The man who praises books written by athe
ists and promoting their views we can assume sympa
thizes with atheism. The person who praises books 
promoting hedonism obviously has sympathy with 
hedonism. The man who praises books advocating 
Catholicism should not object if we say he is sympa
thetic with that false religion. 

All Christians with eyes to see and ears to hear 
know that there is a swirling ferment of change in 
the Lord's church. The changes promoted by its ad
vocates are both shocking and distressing to all who 
know and love the truth of the gospel and the church 

of Christ. While a few outspoken advocates of 
change are well known, many more are careful to 
hide their sympathy with the change agents. Some 
will outright deny that they are part of that destruc-
tive movement. . 

Rick Atchley is, without doubt, our most aggres
sive promoter of unscriptural changes in the faith 
and worship of the church. His recent book, To
gether Again, co-authored with Bob Russell of the 
Christian Church, Bro. Atchley outlines his goal of 
reuniting churches of Christ and Christian Churches. 
He will overcome the problem of instrumental music 
in worship by saying it really doesn't matter. He im
plies that the division was the fault of our brethren 
who wrongly refused to worship with instruments or 
fellowship those who did. His co-author thinks Bro. 
Atchley's proposal is wonderful. 

There is much to be said about a book by observ-
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ing those who enthusiastically endorse it. The open
ing pages of Together Again contain glowing recom
mendations by the following prominent preachers 
and educators of the Church of Christ: Leroy Garret 
(former leader of the Ketcherside-Garrett faction), 
Jerry Rushford (Pepperdine U.), Jack Reese (Dean of 
Abilene Christian University's Graduate Bible Depart
ment), Rubel Shelly (Rochester College), Terry Rush, 
Milton Jones, Chris Seidman, Mike Cope, Charme 
Roberts, John York (Lipscomb U.), Jeff Payne, David 
Fleer (President Rochester College), Greg Taylor 
(New Wineskins Magazine), Patrick Mead (Rochester 
College), Christ Smith, Jeff Garrett, Jim Hackney, 
Lynn McMillon (Dean College of Bible Oklahoma 
Christian University, Editor Christian Chronicle), Joe 
Beam, Danny Sims, Ronnie Nor man, Lindy Adams 

(former editor Christian Chronicle), Steve Flatt 
(former president Lipscomb University), Max 
Lucado. If they find this book so wonderful and en
dorse it so heartily, can we not rightly conclude that 
they are indeed fully sympathetic with this destructive 
movement. Here we see a preliminary roster of 
change agents now working among our churches. 
Scores of other names could be added. 

This book is valuable because it alerts members 
of the church of Christ as to the real agenda of the 
change agents. It also helps us by providing a list of 
preachers, professors, and journalists who are a fifth 
column in our midst. They claim to be faithful mem
bers of the church of Christ but in reality they are 
working against her best interests. 12630 West Foxfire 
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Superbug 

Eerily reminiscent of reports a quarter century 
ago of the rapidly spreading AIDS epidemic, 
a new variety of staphylococcus bacteria, 

highly resistant to antibiotics, is now spreading 
among homosexual males in San Francisco, Boston, 
New York and Los Angeles, according to a new re
port in the Annals of Internal Medicine. 

"Wake up, medical and political establishment: 
Homosexual behavior is unhealthy - no matter how 
many secular sermons you preach against 'homopho
bia,"' wrote Peter LaBarbera in a statement on the 
Americans for Truth About Homosexuality website. 

"Due to liberal political correctness, which in
sists on treating aberrant- even deadly- behaviors 
and lifestyles as a 'civil right,' we as a society don't 
seem to have learned much from the AIDS pan
demic," he said. 

He called it an "eerie reminder" of the first sto
ries about AIDS. "It is unfathomable that after that 
plague, disease specialists and the media are now sur
prised at the correlation of a new infection with ho
mosexual behavior," he said. 

The study noted that cases were found in the 
highest concentrations in and around San Francisco's 
Castro district and in patients who visit health clinics 
that treat HIV infections in homosexuals in Boston 
and San Francisco. 
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The bacteria is called methicillin-resistant Sta
phylococcus aureus, and has been seen previously in 
hospitalized patients. However over the last few 
years, researchers said its impact has expanded, with 
a strain called USA3 00 now being documented as an 
exceptionally drug-resistant variant. 

The bacteria is resistant to six common antibiot
ics, and the study revealed that nearly 1 in 500 resi
dents in San Francisco's Castro neighborhood is in
fected. The risk homosexuals will contract it is 13 
times greater than the rest of the city's population. 

"We probably had it here first, and now it is 
spreading elsewhere," Binh An Deip, the report's 
lead author, told the San Francisco Chronicle. "This 
is a national problem, and San Francisco is at the epi
center." 

The infection causes boils and other infections 
but the report said what is unusual is that up to 40 
percent of the infections occur in the buttocks and 
genitalia. 

"Data ... suggest that multidrug-resistant USA300 
has spread rapidly among men who have sex with men 
in San Francisco and Boston, and that having male
male sex seems to be a risk factor ... ," the report said. 

The report also warned that because of the "pat
terns of increased sexual risk behaviors" among ho
mosexuals, largely because of a carelessness that has 



resulted from "the availability of potent antiretroviral 
therapy" to treat HIV, there also has been an accompa
nying resurgence in early syphilis, rectal gonorrhea 
and new HIV infections among the homosexual 
populations studied. 

Some cases even have developed into "necrotiz
ing fascitis," the so-called "fl esh-eating" disease be
cause of its quick progression that often requires sur
gery, or amputation, to halt its progress, the report 
said. 

"It is not clear whether the behavior potentiating 
these infections among men who have sex with men 
is anal sex, ... skin-abrading sexual practices, or in
creased frequency of intimate skin-to-skin contact; 
prevention messages may therefore need to suggest 
caution in each of these practices," the report said. 

LaBarbera said the following questions need to 
be answered urgently: 

• Why aren't all schoolchildren being taught that 
there are special health risks associated with homo
sexual behavior and that they should "just say no" to 
homosexuality? 

• Why won' t the news media make the common
sense connection between these frequent stor ies 
about (male) homosexual behavior and disease - to 
the idea that perhaps it's probably not smart for soci
ety and pop culture to celebrate homosexuality and 
bisexuality?; 

• Why isn ' t there a concerted government effort 
- akin to the current anti-smoking campaigns - to 
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reign in homosexual promiscuity - beginning with 
closing down all sex businesses (bathhouses) that fa
cilitate homosexual perversion? 

H e noted just one reader comment in the 
Chronicle: 

"We as a species just don't seem to get it: There 
are consequences to behavior!" "We no longer take 
AIDS seriously anymore because of drug treatment, 
so we go back to doing the same behavior, which 
brings on a new epidemic that now threatens to jump 
the boundary to become a hetero scourge as well." 

The report noted the bacteria resists "several im
portant antimicrobial classes for treatment .. . includ
ing clindamycin, tetracycline, and mupirocin." It ac
tually fails to respond significantly to erythromycin, 
Cipro-like antibiotics and drugs in the penicillin fam
ily, too. 

Of the antibiotics sti ll available in the battle, 
the study warns, "prudent use . .. for suspected MRSA 
disease in men who have sex with men is advisable 
to slow the emergence of even more resistant com
munity-associated MRSA'' (WorldNetDaily, Jan. 15, 
2008) . FF 
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Potpourri ••• 

ew year, but the same duties, possibilities, 
and challenges confront us. The turn of the 
year is nothing more than man turning the 

pages of the calendar. 
It is vain, but in our human weakness necessary. 
It moves us to a realm where calendars and 

clocks do not mark the march of time because in that 
estate time is no more, and boundaries cease. 

That may sound unintelligible but that is only be
cause we are limited by ignorance. 

When we advance into the ultimate sphere of 
spiritual reality, we will fully understand the futility 
of time and matter and appreciate more fully the un
seen world of spirit. 

Back at the ranch, we still have to deal with mor
tal foibles and frailties ... and that is what this col
umn is all about. So, here goes for still another trip 
around the sun. Have fun! 

Abomination 
• A schoolgirl was raped by a gang who poured 

caustic soda over her body to destroy DNA evidence. 
The 16-year-old was left fighting for life with ter

rible burns from the drain-clearing chemical. 
She was under heavy sedation at a specialist 

burns unit as sickened police called the attack by five 
youths a new low. 

The gang beat the teenager before taking turns to 
rape her in an empty house in Tottenham, North 
London. 

One detective said: ''After they had finished rap
ing her, the gang poured caustic soda over the girl to 
try and get rid of DNA evidence. It was the most hor
rific thing imaginable and the girl sustained serious 
burns. This is about as low as it gets." 

Man Seeking Boys 
• A lifetime ban on public criticism of homo

sexuality was upheld against a Catholic activist in 
Canada by his province's superior court. 

Bill Whatcott was fined 17,5 00 Canadian dollars 
by the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission in a 
complaint by four homosexuals who charged he "in
jured" their "feelings" and "self respect" in pam
phlets denouncing the "gay lifestyle" as Immoral and 
dangerous, Lifesite News reported. 
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Saskatchewan's Court of Queens Bench, which 
hears criminal and civil cases, upheld a 2006 decision 
Tuesday by the provincial Human Rights Commis
sion. 

"This fine is for telling the truth [that] homo
sexual sodomites can change their behavior and be 
set free from their sin and depravity through the for
giveness of sins and shed blood of our Lord and Sav
ior Jesus Christ," Whatcott said. 

A licensed practical nurse, Whatcott regularly 
campaigns against the political movement that is rap
idly advancing homosexual rights in the Canadian le
gal system, LifeSiteNews said. 

"Shame on the Saskatchewan Court of Queens 
Bench for pandering to homosexual activism and ig
noring the truth," he said. 

The provincial Human Rights Commission 
noted Whatcott was "ordered to discontinue distrib
uting any materials that promote hatred against 
people because of their sexual orientation." 

Whatcott says his pamphlets used "verbatim" a 
text from a classified personal advertisement in a lo
cal homosexual publication that said, "Man seeking 
boys ... age not so relevant" (WorldNetDaily, Dec. 
15, 2007). 

(If you think this is irrelevant to modern society, 
then fasten your seat-belt . . . it is going to get worse, 
unless good people wake up, stand up, and speak 
out.) 
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Be Vigilant 
• BOSTON - A convicted sex offender was ar

rested this week and charged with rap ing a 6-year
old boy in the New Bedford public library, feet away 
from his mother, who was working on a computer. 

The suspect, Corey Saunders, 26, had pleaded 
guilty to attempted rape o f a child in 2001, but was 
released from prison in 2006 over the strong objec
tions of prosecutors and psychiatrists. 

The police said Mr. Saunders lured the boy into 
the library's book shelves on Wednesday. "He sees 
the little boy and asks him if he can show him some
thing," said Lt. Jeffrey Silva of the New Bedford Po
lice Department. "The little boy thought he was go
ing to show him a book in there. " 

Lieutenant Silva said a librari an noticed Mr. 
Saunders speaking to the boy after the alleged rape. 
The librarian remembered Mr. Saunders's name 
from a previous encounter, he said, and looked him 
up on the state's sexual offender registry. When Mr. 
Saunders's name came up, the librarian approached 
the boy's mother and called the police. 

No Blood 
• In a move believed to be the first by a college 

campus in the nation, San Jose State University Presi
dent Don Kassing has suspended all cam pus blood 
drives because the U.S. Food and Drug Administra
tion bars any man who has had sex with another man 
from donating blood. 

"The FDA's lifetime blood donor deferral affect
ing gay men violates our non-discrimination policy," 
said Kassing in an e-mail sent to fac ulty, staff, and 
students. 

The suspension, which is effecti ve immediately, 
applies to blood drives arranged by employees repre
senting the universi ty as well as blood drives orga
nized by student groups. 

The FDA's ban on blood donations by gay men 
has been in effect for years. The FDA says gay men 
are far more likely to be infected with HIV than the 
general population, and the agency has a duty to 
protect the nation's blood supply. (Mercury News, 
Jan. 3 1, 2008). 

Burglar Robbed 
• NEW BEDFORD, Mass. - A burglary suspect 

who gave a fa lse home address to police after his ar
rest didn' t count on one thing - getting robbed him
self. 

Police say 22-year-old Daniel Cabral was ar
rested Wednesday and charged with burglarizing a 

University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth building. He 
was arraigned and released until his next court date. 

Hours later, he was robbed at gunpoint while 
walking home from a bar. H e reported the robbery 
to police, this time giving them his real address in
stead of the phony address he reported earlier in the 
day, according to authorities. 

Police arrested two suspects and a man accused 
of being an accomplice after the fact. They also ob
tained a search warrant for Cabral's real address and 
found computer equipment that had been taken 
from the UMass building as well as power tools that 
had been reported missing from a local theater. 

Cabral was released on his own recognizance. 
Police were not sure if he had an attorney, and there 
was no telephone listing for him in New Bedford. 

Cheating 
• Denise Pope, adjunct professor in the School of 

Education at Stanford University says, "Nationally, 75 
percent of all high school students cheat. But the ones 
who cheat more are the ones who have the most to 
lose, which is the honors and AP (advanced place
ment) students. Eighty percent of honors and AP stu
dents cheat on a regular basis." Therefore, the better 
the student- the more likely they are cheating. 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by P hil Sanders 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 
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Students in high-pressure high schools are ex
pected to get into "good" schools and have "good" 
grade point averages. One student is quoted as say
ing, "There's so much pressure to get a good job, and 
to get a good job you have to get into a good school, 
and to get into a good school, you have to get good 
grades, and to get good grades you have to cheat." 
There is pressure to be in many activities and main
tain a top grade point average. Students are over
whelmed with pressure and have little time. The re
sult is cheating. When top students watch the honest 
kids struggle and get lower grades, they develop the 
philosophy of "cheat or be cheated." 

Coaches used to be outraged if student athletes 
misbehaved on the basketball floor. Now, some are 
actually reaching students how to cheat and beat the 
refs at their own game. Illegal moves and faking an 
injury are commonly taught by coaches. Winning is 
#1. 

Michael Josephson, of the Josephson Institute of 
Ethics, wonders if the win-at-any-cost in sports is 
spilling over into the classroom. 

Students can go on a computer and download re-
search papers from 

• Cheaters.com 
• Schoolsucks.com 
• Schoolpapers.com 
Some schools use a scanning device to fight pla

giarism called Turnltln.com. They find that plagia
rism occurs at about a 30 percent rate. The student 
that does his own work, writes his own research pa
per and produces a less quality product is less re
spected by teachers. 

Child Abuse 
• TORONTO - A Canadian man who sexually 

abused his 4-year-old daughter live on the Internet 
so another man could watch was sentenced Thursday 
to four years in prison (Associated Press, Dec. 20, 
2007). 

Gay Matriages From Elsewhere 
• A New York appellate court ruled Friday that 

valid out-of-state marriages of same-sex couples 
must be legally recognized in New York, just as the 
law recognizes those of heterosexual couples solem
nized elsewhere. Lawyers for both sides said the rul
ing applied to all public and private employers in the 
state. 

Even though gay couples may not legally marry 
in New York, the appellate court in Rochester held 
that a gay couple's 2004 marriage in Canada must be 
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respected under the state's longstanding "marriage 
recognition rule," and that an employer's denial of 
health benefits had discriminated against the couple 
on the basis of their sexual orientation. 

"The Legislature may decide to prohibit the rec
ognition of same-sex marriages solemnized abroad," a 
five-judge panel of the Appellate Division of State 
Supreme Court ruled unanimously in rejecting a 2006 
lower court decision. "Until it does so, however, such 
marriages are entitled to recognition in New York." 

Goat Abuse 
• After a goat was raped and killed in a Pan

handle town, animal activists, pol ice, and citizens 
were almost as shocked to find out that bestiality 
isn' t a crime in Florida. 

A Sunrise state senator and a St. Petersburg rep
resentative have filed legislation to make it a first-de
gree felony to have sex with animals or promote or 
advertise bestiality. 

"It's true. It's sick. There needs to be a law," said 
State Senator Nan Rich, a longtime crusader for chil
dren and animal rights. "There are 30 states that 
make this a crime. Florida isn't one of them." 

Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, who called the situa
tion "unbelievable," said Thursday he would sign 
the bill into law if it made it to his desk. 

Rich said she was as shocked as she was disgusted 
when she learned of the rape and asphyxiation last 
year of a family pet goat named Meg - who was 
pregnant with twins - in the town of Mossy Head 
in rural Walton County. 
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A suspect in the case, a 48-year-old man, is serving 
an 11-month, 29-day jail sentence on animal-theft 
charges in connection with the attempted abduction 
of another goat in a separate case, according to 
Walton County Assistant State Attorney James Parker. 

Parker said the suspect could onl y be charged 
with misdemeanor trespassing and animal cruelty, a 
third-degree felony punishable by up to five years in 
prison (Miami Herald, Jan. 4, 2008). 

Brave New Schools 
• A University of Michigan class that earlier 

prompted state lawmakers to consider a 10 percent 
budget penalty for the school and is taught by a ho
mosexual professor openly endorsing the "uncom
promising political militancy" of "lesbian and gay 
studies" is returning. 

But so is the opposition. 
The class at the tax-funded University of Michi

gan in Ann Arbor is called "How to be Gay: Male 
Homosexuality and Initiation," and is taught by 
David Halperin . 

It surfaced in 2000, returned the following year 
and again a couple years later. Now university officials 
have confirmed it is returning, and Gary Glenn, presi
dent of the American Family Association of Michigan, 
said "it was and remains an outrageous abuse of tax
payer dollars" (WorldNetDai/y, Jan. 11, 2008). 

Student Sues Capo Teacher 
• MISSION VIEJO- A high school honors stu

dent and his parents filed a First Amendment lawsuit 
Wednesday against a Capistrano Valley High School 
history teacher they say repeatedly made disparaging 
and religiously intolerant remarks about Christians 
and traditional Christian viewpoints during class. 

Sophomore Chad Farnan and attorneys for the 
Christian legal group Advocates for Faith and 
Freedom announced the lawsuit against 19-year his
tory teacher James Corbett during a press conference 
Wednesday at the Mission Viejo school. 

The suit, filed in Santa Ana federal court, alleges 
Corbett and the Capistrano Unified School District 
violated the First Amendment's establishment clause 
that prohibits government from advancing religion 
or promoting hostility toward religion. 

Parents Take Note 
• About 3.1 million people between the ages of 

12-25 have used cough and cold medicine to get 
high, the government reported this week. 

The number of young people who abused over
the-counter cold medicines is comparable to use of 

LSD and much greater than that for methamphet
amine among the age group, according to the federal 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Admin
istration. 

The agency's 2006 survey on drug abuse and 
health found that more than 5 percent of teenagers 
and young adults had misused cough and cold medi
cines and indicated that these people also had ex
perimented frequently with illicit drugs. 

Nearly 82 percent also had used marijuana. 
Slightly less than half also used inhalants or halluci
nogens, such as LSD or Ecstasy, the agency said. 

The cough suppressant DXM is found in more 
than 140 cough and cold medications available with
out a prescription. When taken in large amounts, 
DXM can cause disorientation, blurred vtsJOn, 
slurred speech and vomiting. 

Morally Corrupt 
• BAGHDAD (AP) - Two mentally retarded 

women strapped with remote-control explosives
and possibly used as unwitting suicide bombers -
brought carnage Friday (Feb. 1, 2008) to two pet ba
zaars, killing at 73 people in the deadliest day since 
Washington flooded the capital with extra troops last 
sprmg. 
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Peter: Keep the Son in Your Eyes (Matthew 14:25-33) 

Paul: Be Chosen Vessels (Acts 9:3·18) 

Call1-800-551-8511 For Your Closest Bookstore 
Visit Our Website: www.lambertbookhouse.com 

LAMBERT BOOK HOUSE 
Teaching Bible Truth Since 1950 

January 2008 31 
Firm Foundation 



The coordinated blasts - coming 20 minutes 
apart in different parts of the city - appeared to re
inforce U.S. claims al-Qaida in Iraq may be increas
ingly desperate and running short of able-bodied 
men willing or available for such missions. 

But they also served as a reminder that Iraqi in
surgents are constantly shifting their strategies in at
tempts to unravel recent security gains around the 
country. Women have been used in ever greater fre
quency in suicide attacks. 

The twin attacks at the pet markets, however, 
could mark a disturbing use of unknowing agents of 
death. 

Brig. Gen. Qassim al-Moussawi, Iraq's chief mili
tary spokesman in Baghdad, said the women had 
Down syndrome and may not have known they were 
on suicide missions. He said the bombs were deto
nated by remote control. 

In Washington, Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice said the bombings prove al-Qaida is "the most 
brutal and bankrupt of movements" and will 
strengthen Iraqi resolve to reject terrorism. 
Hummer 

• JONESVILLE - "It doesn't pay to apply for 
welfare while driving a Hummer," declared Lee 
County Sheriff Gary Parsons after his officers 
charged a Tennessee man with possession of stolen 
property after he drove the expensive vehicle to the 
local department of social services. 

Parsons said William K. Anderson, 51, 501 
Forrestal Drive, Knoxville, is being held without 
bond at the Southwest Virginia Regional Jail and 
may be charged with other crimes in another juris
diction in relation to the stolen vehicle. 

According to the sheriff, an observant person no
ticed the man arrive at the Lee County Department 
of Social Services on Friday in the 2004 H2 Hum
mer, bearing Michigan license plates, and attempt to 
obtain welfare benefits. Thinking something just 
wasn't quite right, the person took down the license 
number of the vehicle and reported the information 
to the sheriff's office. 

"We thought it was unusual that a high-dollar ve
hicle with out-of-state tags would be at the depart
ment of social services too, so we ran the tag and 
found out that it was stolen," said Parsons. 

The sheriff said his officers were notified to be 
on the lookout for the vehicle, and it was soon lo
cated in the parking lot of Wal-Mart in Ben Hur. Of
ficers set up a surveillance on the vehicle and waited 
until someone came out of the store, entered the ve-
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hide and drove away. Officers then initiated a stop 
and charged the driver, Anderson, with possession of 
stolen property. 

Justice Antonia Scalia 
• Starkville, MS (LifeNews.com) - Justice 

Antonio Scalia told students at Mississippi State Uni
versity on Thursday that the nation's high court 
shouldn't be determining the legality of key moral is
sues like abortion. He said the high court is no more 
suited to determine if abortion should be legal than 
the average voter. 

Scalia is a long-time proponent of overturning 
Roe v. Wade and letting states have the ability to de
termine their own abortion laws. 

"What I am questioning is the propriety, indeed, 
the sanity of letting value-laden decisions such as 
these be made for the entire society," Scalia told the 
students in a speech. 

"Even if there were scientific right answers, there 
would be no reason to believe that law-trained profes
sionals could discern those answers better than say 
medical doctors or engineers or ethicists or Mr. John 
Doe," Scalia added(Associated Press report). 
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"Our judges' lack of special qualifications to deal 
with such questions is disguised by the fact that they 
provided their answers in classic legal opinion form. 
It is blindingly clear that judges have no greater ca
pacity than the rest of us to determine what is 
moral," Scalia said. [Reminds us what Paul said in 1 
Cor 6 about the folly of saints going to law before un
righteous, pagan judges, lacking spiritual sensibilities 
because they have no deep knowledge of holy scrip
tures.] 

Change in Book of Mormon 
• SALT LAKE CITY - The introduction to the 

2006 edition of the Book of Mormon has a new 
word: "among." 

It sounds trivial, but to some it represents a huge 
change to teachings that have been passed on for 
generations within The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

The new wording comes in a passage about 
American Indians, who have long been presented by 
Mormon leaders as direct ancestors of a lost tribe of 
Israel known as the Lamanites. 

After thousands of years all were destroyed ex
cept the Lamanites, and they are "among" the ances
tors of the American Indians," the new introduction 
reads. 

In previous editions, the phrase was "are the an
cestors." 

What's the big deal? Church defenders say there 
is nothing important in the change. 

But skeptics view it differently. The issue is that 
church missionaries have long portrayed Book of 
Mormon stories as fact. To them, it looks like the 
new wording is a quiet concession that DNA re
search accurately contradicts the Mormon claim. 

"Now they're going to say, 'We got that wrong?' 
"said Edmonds Community College professor of an
thropology Thomas M urphy in Lynnwood, Wash. 

A Mormon, Murphy said he predicted the 
church would ultimately concede the Lamanite story 
was folklore and not science in a 2002 essay that ap
peared in American Apocrypha, a collection of writ
ings about the Book of Mormon. 

Murphy said the use of "among" makes a some
what deceptive change. It gives the appearance that 
the institutional church is moving to a position more 
consistent with science. 

"In a way, this is a mask for a more serious prob
lem," said Murphy, w ho was also threatened with 
excommunication in 2002. "The Book of Mormon is 
entirely inconsistent with the archaeology, the DNA, 

actually with all the evidence we have from the an
cient Americas." 

for Immediate Release 
• The members of Memorial Park Church of 

McCandless have voted to ask Pittsburgh Presbytery 
to dismiss it from the Presbyterian Church (USA) to 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. On Sunday, 
June 3 in a 10 a.m. worship service and congrega
tional meeting with over 1,200 people in attendance, 
1,051 members voted with 951 voting in favor 
(91.1 %); 93 voting no t in favor (8.9%); 4 Abstained 
and 3 ballots were d isallowed by the members of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery overseeing the voting pro
cess . With a better than 91% vote the congregation 
of Memorial Park Presbyterian Church has formally 
requested the dismissal. 

"At Memorial Park, we will always be Presbyte
rian . We are a conservative, evangelical, missions
oriented Presbyterian Church," said Jay Roy, a ruling 
elder and former president of the Pittsburgh Federal 
Home Loan Bank. "Our motto is 'preaching the un
changing Word to an ever-changing world. ' With
out apology, we believe that the Bible is God' s infal
lible Word. We are unashamed when we proclaim 
that Jesus Christ is the only Way, Truth and Life." 
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In 2001 Memorial Park joined the Confessing 
Church Movement in the PC(USA). In 2005, Memo
rial Park became a member of New Wineskins Asso
ciation of Churches, seeking a partnership with like
minded Presbyterian churches that would be faithful 
to biblical standards. Dr. D. Dean Weaver was 
called to be the senior pastor in May, 2 006. Dr. 
Weaver is the national co-moderator of New Wine
skins organi zatio n. 

Dr. Weaver noted that he and the other pastors 
are honored and humbled by the vote. "Over the 
years, this church has stood firm for Biblical Truth in 
the midst of a deno mination that has consistently 
moved away from historic Christian teaching." Dr. 
Weaver said the members affirmed that it is time to 
"realign ourselves with other Presbyterians in our 
country and around the world who believe the same 
things we do and have the same passion for evange
lism and for missions." 

SuHer the Little Children 
• WASHINGTON, DC (CNA)- A self-described 

sexual health children's book is so graphic in its con
tents that material from it has been banned from a 
state prison and several web sites. 
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Songleader 

The book, titled "It's Perfectly Normal," has 
been targeted by the American Life League (ALL) as 
completely inappropriate, especially since its instruc
tion is aimed at children ages ten and up. 

Endorsed by Planned Parenthood, it contains 
written descriptions and cartoon depictions of sex 
acts, including two pictures of teenagers .... The text 
is dismissive of religious disapprova l and discusses 
deviant sex acts. 

Free copies of the book are distributed to chil
dren at an annual party sponsored by Planned Par
enthood. 

Last week the American Life League examined 
"It's Perfectly Normal" in a video report posted to 
several streaming-video sites. Even though it repro
duced the book's most explicit content only in cen
sored form, the ALL video was removed from 
vidilife.com, sharkle.com, and hiS .com for "inappro
priate content," and flagged on another site to re
strict viewers under 18. 

"What an irony that censored content fro m a 
book intended for 10-year-old children is rejected by 
a prison, removed fro m video-streaming sites, and 
flagged for viewers over the age of 18," said Sedlak. 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by P hil Sanders 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 
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plus $4.00 shipping and handling 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Three Persons in One Godhead 

Question: The Bible often shows the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit to be at the same place at the 

same time, as for example at Jesus' baptism, when 
the Father speaks from heaven and the Holy Spirit 
descends as a dove on Jesus. I have friends who tell 
me this is figurative, and Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
are actually one person. 

Also, they point out that, while we are told to 
baptize "into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit" in Matthew 28:19-20, every 
example in Acts is "in the name of Jesus." They say 
that baptism, to really be scriptural baptism, has to 
be in the name of Jesus. Comment, please. 

Answer: Two great truths must be balanced here: 
.t\..1) there is one God, not three; 2) but Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit are each "God," distinct from 
one another. 

Monotheism, the belief in one God as opposed 
to a multiplicity of gods, is fundamental to biblical 
religion. It is a basic tenet of Judaism (Deut. 6:4) and 
of Christianity (1 Cor. 8 :4-6). 

The Father is God: "Blessed be the God and Fa
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ" (Eph. 1:3 ). Jesus, the 
Son, is God: "And the word was God, ... And the 
word became flesh and dwelt among us" Oohn 
1:1,14). The Holy Spirit is God: Ananias told "a lie 
to the Holy Spirit," and Peter told him, "You have 
not lied to men but to God" (Acts 5: 3-4). 

"Three persons in one Godhead," "the triune 
God" and "trinity" are terms Christians have coined 
to explain these seemingly contradictory truths. Even 
though these particular phrases are not found in 
scripture, as they are generally understood they accu
rately represent the scriptural teaching. 

In the gospel of John, three truths are stated 
about the Word: 1) The Word was eternal ("In the 
beginning was the Word"); 2) the Word was distinct 
from God the Father ("and the Word was with 
God"); and 3) the Word was God Oohn 1: 1). 

That the Father and the Son are distinct from 
one another is seen in the fact that one knew some
thing the other did not. Jesus said, "But concerning 
that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father" 
(Mark 13 :32). Thus they cannot be the same person. 

That the Son and the Holy Spirit are distinct 
from one another is seen in the fact that one may 
speak against the Son without speaking against the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus said, "And whoever speaks a word 
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, 
either in this age or in the age to come" (Matt. 
12:32). They cannot, therefore, be the same person. 

Jesus said, "The Father is greater than I" Oohn 
14:28). A person cannot be greater than himself; 
therefore the Father and the Son are two different 
persons. 

Christ was with the Father before the world was 
Oohn 17:5); he was sent by the Father into the world 
Oohn 3: 17), leaving the Father in heaven (Matt. 
16: 17); he left the world and went back to the Father 
Oohn 16:28); and he now sits at the right hand of 
the Father (Acts 2:33-34), making intercession on 
our behalf to the Father (Rom. 8 :28). While much of 
that language is accommodative to the human expe
rience, it clearly implies that the Father and Son are 
two distinct persons. 

It is true, of course, that the Bible says Jesus and 
God are one (for example, John 10:30), but that 
does not mean they are one person. Husband and 
wife are one (Matt. 19:5), but not one person. Chris
tians are commanded to be one, even as God and 
Christ are one Oohn 17:20-21), not, obviously, as 
one person. 

God and Christ are one in doctrine (2 John 9), 
one in name a ohn 5:43 ), one in protection of believ
ers Oohn 10:30), one in words and work Oohn 14:8-
11), and one in purpose Oohn 14:16-28). 

In addition, they are one in being God. Jesus was 
"in the form of God" (Phil. 2:5). That does not mean 
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that he had the appearance or outward manifestation 
of God. The word form here speaks of the essence, 
the reality. When you get to the core of what God is, 
when you find out what it is about God that makes 
him God, that is what Jesus is; for he is in the form 
of God. 

There are three divine Persons, but one God. 

Baptism in the Name 
There is no one thing that must be said at baptism 
for baptism to be valid. 

This part of the question indicates that the per
son J. N. has been talking to is part of one of the 
groups generally known as "oneness holiness." 

They believe that when the person baptizing 
someone says, "I baptize you in the name of the Fa
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit," that 
makes the baptism invalid. The person doing the 
baptizing must say, according to them, "I baptize you 
in the name of Jesus." 

Certainly, baptism must be in the name of Jesus, 
but that is not the same thing as saying that the per
son baptizing must say, "in the name of Jesus," when 
he baptizes. 

We are commanded, ''And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" 
(Col. 3: 17). That does not mean, however, that we 
have to say, "in the name of Jesus Christ," over ev
erything we do. 

To do something in someone's name is to do it by 
their authority. 

If I knock on someone's door and say, "Open in 
the name of the law," I am declaring myself to pos
sess the authority of law to have that door opened. If 
I have no warrant, if I am not an officer of the law, I 
would not be telling the truth if I said that. 

A preacher of the oneness holiness persuasion 
and I were once involved in a discussion in another 
person's home about what you say when you bap
tize. I asked the preacher if he came to that home to 
teach in the name of Jesus. He replied, of course, 
that he had. Then I said, "Did you say 'in the name 
of Jesus' when you knocked on the door?" 

For some reason, he could understand that doing 
something in the name of Jesus and saying "in the 
name of Jesus" when you do something are not the 
same thing, in the case of coming to a hquse to teach, 
but he not could see it when it came to baptizing. 

To do something in someone's name is to do it in 
the way they said to do it. Jesus said, "Go therefore 
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and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit" (Matt. 28: 19). When I baptize, if I both 
do that and say that is what I am doing, and I thereby 
do wrong, who misled me? How can I do wrong, 
when I do what Christ told me to do? 

When Paul came to Ephesus (Acts 19:1-10), he 
found certain disciples there and asked them, "Did 
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" 

They said, "No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit." Paul immediately asked, "Into 
what then were you baptized?" 

That is a nonsensical question unless Paul was 
expecting them to have been baptized "into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit" as Christ had commanded. 

And, sure enough, after further conversation, 
"they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus," 
which is another way of saying, "in the way Jesus 
said to baptize." 

Matthew 28: 19 says, "Baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 

Acts 2:3 8 says, "Be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ." 

Acts 10:48 says, "And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ." 

Acts 19:5 says, "On hearing this, they were bap
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus." 

Obviously, from these examples, there is no set 
formula of words to be said at baptism. As a matter 
of fact, none of these passages say a word about 
what, if anything, was said at baptism. 

Though there is obviously good reason, for the 
sake of those witnessing the baptism, to say some
thing correct about what it being done, if the person 
being baptized has been rightly taught about bap
tism, the person baptizing would not have to say 
anything at all. 
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Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. {210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
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Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jpropbet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. {417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (V2 mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99 5 18. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 1 West Pano a, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
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- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Nan'aez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Finn Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Finn Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKK.U04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(e11largeti editio11) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs .• RFCM01 

$2.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Guy r\. Woods 

A large collection or questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman lee
lures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period In the lectureship day. Most of 
the queslions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21 .49 

$4.00 s&hlone book · $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religions Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y:z"x5ll.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299. pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yc. tc•·da)· and Toda~· 

b~· Uu•·tnn Corrman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 28g pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Texos rosidonts odd 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

-Advertising Policy-
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 

Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, 545 for a half page, S30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be r~set to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth , clearly refuting 
the belief or a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority or God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
52.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books. 
like those written by Albert Sames, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended lhis as "noble." 
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For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, other books ar great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence-------------------

Student? Moving to A!lanta? Welcome ro Avondale 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Depo rtment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77 430, jprophe!@ quik.com. All _ an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
ads, classified, directory, display, must b e re ceived 6 weeks prior to the desired month of Dccarur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 
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Preachers Needed 

The church of Christ in Buffalo, Wyoming, is 
looking for a sound gospel preacher. We have 22 
members. We can furnish a 3-bdrm residence, 
utilities, and $1,700 per month. Please send a 
resume, a recorded sermon, and a brief srarcmcnr 
of your doctrinal positions on the church of Christ, 
worship, evangelism, benevolence, marriage and 
divorce, and the work of the Holy Spirit. Church 
of Chrisr, 1100 Fort Sr., Buffalo, WY 82834. Phone 
307-684-7938. Email cocbuffalo@vcn.com 

The Bedford Church of Christ, in rhc Dallas/Forr 
Worth area is in need of a sound, middle-age, family 
man ro be ou r full-rime minister. Contact Gerald 
Ball ar (817) 545-3597. Send resume with refer
ences and phoro ro: Gerald Ball ar rhe Bedford 
Church of Christ, 2401 Bedford, TX 76021 

East Wood Church of Christ in Paris, Tennessee is 
seeking a yourh/associate minister. We prefer song 
leading skills, some experience, work prirnarly with 
rhe youth group, preach occasionally, reach classes, 
ere. Conracr by email: eastwdco@be/lsout/J.uet or 
fax us ar 731-642-2574 or our mailing address is: 
800 East Wood Srreer Paris, TN 38242 

The Bell Avenue Church of Christ in Amarillo, 
TX has a pulpit minister position open. 1600 Bell 
Srreer, Amarillo, T X 79106, (806)355-2351. 
bacoc@amaonline.com, wwrv.bellavenue.org. 
Contact: Danny Haney, dauuyhaney@att.net (806) 
352-0210, 

Preacher Sought: A fu ll rime minister is needed for 
rhe Shiprock church of Christ. Located in the 
Northeast corner of New Mexico this work is a 
mission type work with rhe Native American 
Navajo nation. This work is overseen by the 
eldership of the Brookland church of Christ in 
Brookland, Arkansas. The Shiprock congregation 
is a sound and faithful group of about 25 members 
with opportunities for growth . We are seeking a 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99Paperback BKAX0 1 

$9.99 Hardback BKAX02 

plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

married man rhar is sound, fam ily oriented, 
knowledgeable, and possesses good communication 
ski lls. We can supply a good salary and a nice 3-
bedroom, 2-barh mobile home. If you are interested 
in applying, please submir a resume, a raped sermon 
(video or audio), and references ro: Brookland 
church of Christ, Attn: Elders, 9664 Highway 49B 
North, Brookland, AR 7241 7. If you need 
additional informacion feel free ro contact us at 
870-932-5307. 

Evangelists search: The elders at Jackson Street 
church of Christ in Alexandria, Louisiana are 
seeking an evangelist who is strong in the faith, 
knowledgeable of the word, communicates 
effectively, experienced in working with a mu lti
cu ltural congregation, various social-economical 
backgrounds, and a wide range of age groups. The 
city is centrally located wirhin the srare and irs 
population is approximately 50,000. Additional 
information can be found on rhe web ar http :// 
www .ci t yofalexandriala.com/ home.asp. The 
congregation is abom 115 members with an average 
attendance of about 95. Evangelists who are 
interested in rhe position should submit a resume 
(references required, a minimum of 4) and an audio 
casserre rape, DVD, o r video (ind ividua l 
preference). Information should be submitted ro: 
Jackson Street church of Christ, Atrn: Evangelist 
Search, 1856 Jackson Street, Alexandria, LA 71301. 
Phone: 318-442-3785, Fax: 318-442-3047 E-mail: 
jscoc@bcllsOlith.ner 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher availab le for pu lp it work, 
preferably west of Forr Worth, Texas. Over 40 
years experience with churches of Christ (nor 
liberal) preaching, reaching and writing. Please reply 
ro: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54134, Hurst, Texas 
76054. 
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'Victory 
8ver 

'I'rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 
$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Texas residents add 6.25% l;Jx 

Order from Firm Foundation 

33935 telephone 863-675-4796. 30 minutes from 
Fort Myers FL. Old Florida lifesryle. 

English Standard Version 
Deluxe and Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, litermy beauty,readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV classic reference concor
dance over 14,500 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the centra/ theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and ministry. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.5 pt. type 

Black bonded leather 
158-134-4384 .. ............ .. ..... $54.99 
Black calfskin le ather 
158-134-3507 .. ... .. ........... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pt. type 
Bonded leathe r 
158-134-3183 Black ....... $44.99 
158-134-3191 Burgundy ..... $44.99 
Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 Black .... ... $59.99 
158-134-3205 Burgundy .... . $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134-3876 Bla ck text .... $32.99 
158-134-3167 Red Letter ... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year B ible 
158-134-3167 Hardcover ... $29.99 
158-134-4449 Paperback ... $18.99 
Classic Thinl ine Bible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .. .... ............. $29.99 
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Time to Retire or Resign 
By E. Claude Gardner 

President Emeritus, Freed Hardeman University 

T e traditional time to retire is at age 65. How
ever, some people prefer to continue to work 
because of their condition of health and fi

nancial circumstances. The oldest man in Ame rica still 
works, in a responsible position as CEO, at the ripe 
age of 106. 

Senator John Warner of Virginia, at age 80, does 
not intend to run again for the Senate. In his an
nouncement, he quoted President Thomas Jefferson 
who bel ieved one should retire and give other ca
pable persons an opportunity to advance. Jefferson 
stated, "There is a fullness of time when men should 
go, and not occupy too long the ground to w hich 
others have the right to advance." 

A Christian cannot retire. As long as one has 
physical and mental health, serving the Lord and the 
church God expects. 

One past retirement age will be happy to serve as 
there are opportunities. Old preachers may complain 
they have been "put on the shelf"; yet there are nu
merous services they can render. The devil does not 
retire and Christians must not retire so they can fight 
his evil onslaughts. 

An elderly preacher stated to me the reason he 
quit preaching. H e said, "I decided that if I must 
read my sermons, it is time to stop." It is reported 

that Alexander Campbell, who loved to preach, in 
his senile days preached so long that he had to be led 
out of the pulpit . Friends and relatives should pre
vent this embarrassment from happening. 

Jacob, at the age of 14 7 (the yea r of his death), 
gathered his sons before him to tell them about their 
future. After he finished his predictions, here at the 
end of his tumultuous journey, he "yielded up the 
ghost." 

"And when Jacob had finished commanding his 
sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed 
his last, and was gathered to his people" (Gen. 
49:33). 

W hen he wrote Philemon, Paul described himself 
as "Paul the aged" (v. 9). At that time, this aged pris
oner was very busy writing epistles and converting 
souls to Christ. 

When Moses was 120 years old. God punished 
him with death and burial in an unknown spot. 
"M oses was one hundred and twenty years old when 
he died. His eyes were not dim nor his natural vigor 
dimini shed" (Deut. 34:7). Older people can remain 
strong. 

Caleb, at the age of 85, boasted of his prowess 
when he was ready to receive his portion in the 
Promised Land. H e declared: 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

God Is 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

chard Dawkins, professor at the University of Oxford in 
England, thinks God is bad and unloving. He wrote: 
;r"he God of the Old Testament is arguably the most un
pleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a 
petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive, 
bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homopho
bic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, 
megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevo
lent bully (The God Delusion, Richard Dawkins). 

That is clear. Professor Dawkins accuses God of being unpleas
ant, proud, petty, unjust, unforgiving, a control freak, vindictive, 
bloodthirsty, a hater of women and homosexuals, racist, killer of 
babies, and cultural groups, and families; Dawkins says God de
lights in sending infectious epidemic diseases that are harsh and 
devastating; further Dawkins has diagnosed God as insane by rea
son of delusions of grandeur, and by deriving physical pleasure by 
inflicting physical pain on himself and others. God, according to 
Dawkins, is filled with boiling-over-hatred and vicious ill-will. And 
Dawkins, finally, describes God as habitually cruel to others who 
are weaker. 

All of this from a man who by his own supercilious admission 
is directly related to the Great Apes (chimpanzees, bonobos, goril
las, and orangutans), but we won't argue that point. 

Dawkins may think that by bombarding believers with insults 
cast into the teeth of their Maker he will cause them to wilt and 
wither. He may find that, instead, faithful saints will rise up to 
honorably engage the good fight of faith and "press the battle 'ere 
the night shall veil the glowing skies." 

In beautiful prophetic imagery we are told in the closing book 
of the Bible that in the long-run truth will win. The soldiers of 
Christ are "more than conquerors through him that loved us." 

Faith overcomes the world (1 John 5 :4). 
The bitter and insulting rhetoric of the Oxford professor may 

cause the disciples of Jesus to be drawn together in greater unity. 
His intemperate language reveals the poverty of his unbelief. He 
has no clothes and the "shame of his nakedness" is obvious. He 
cannot cover himself with galling tirades, which only serve to 
make his nudity the more easily seen. Shame! Shame! 

John's magnificent visions in the Revelation demonstrate sev
eral salient facts. 

• Sin is destructive and has repercussions in nature. When 
Adam sinned he died spiritually, causing him to be separated from 



the tree of life and consequently he and his posterity died physi
cally. The violation of spiritual law necessarily brought a dire con
sequence in the material realm, the extent of which we may never 
fully appreciate in this life. Homosexuality drags behind it a long 
and unavoidable train of deadly consequences, such as HIV and 
AIDS. The full effect of moral decay cannot be measured nor ob
served by human eyes. It is not unloving to sound the warning. 
This is true of every human transgression of divine mandates. 

• It is not unloving to plainly warn about the sorrowful results 
of violating the moral code of God. 

• The moral law of God is so intertwined with natural law that 
transgression of one brings punishment from the other. If I trans
gress one law of God and suffer from the unbending consequence 
of another law of God, it is folly to blame God. I did it to myself. If 
I am going to be angry with someone, I should be inflamed at me. 

• The laws of God are for our happiness and comfort, but they 
cannot help us unless there are dire results from abusing those 
laws. To get furious at God because of our own lack of good sense 
is illogical and unreasonable and is a type of, ... well, insanity. The 
up-side is that walking with Jesus will cause us to be clothed in our 
right mind, like the man who once lived in a cemetery in Gadara. 

• Universal sin in the world will bring such a weight of terrify
ing retaliation for having transgressed supportive laws that the un
happy destiny of doom is the unavoidable result. The creation is 
crying out for its own destruction (Rom. 8:21-23). 

• A world wholly given to sin (Gen. 6:5) causes the pillars of 
the universe to crumble and brings annihilation and utter waste 
and senseless death (Rev. 17). 

• When the eye of God sees illimitable sin in the world and, 
knowing that such evil will cause the entire universe to fall (Rev. 
6:12-17), what is he to do? There was a time when he permitted a 
worldwide flood to kill everything in which there was the breath 
of life to wash the earth and make it clean again. This was not an 
act of petty, childish hatred but was a demonstration of love that 
protected humans from themselves. There will come a day when 
sin so abounds that the creation destroys itself. God, in his wrath, 
will not intervene, and human creatures will be plunged into eter
nity, where each shall receive the recompense of his works (Rom. 
2:4-6). We look in horror and through tears at what humanity 
does to itself. 

• There is no clash between true science and true religion, but 
they complement each other, like eyes and ears. 

Now we turn to another consideration, which is, "The loving
kindness of God endures forever." John 3: 16 says, "For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso
ever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life." 

God is love, therefore, we have sunshine, rain, fertile soil, seed 
with life in it, skills, and innate desires for spiritual nourishment. 

God is love, therefore, we have warnings about the destruc
tiveness of sin. We are advised to "walk in the light," and to "keep 
ourselves in the love of God." 
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God is love, therefo re, he has given us a book 
that reveals to us his polished and finished wisdom. 
He tells how to think and live so that we are not con
sumed by the horror of an accusing conscience, and 
choked by the blight of cheerless stress. 

God is love, therefore, he gives to us a plan of 
salvation and a living hope. Salvation is fulfilling and 
rewarding, bringing inner peace and rejoicing. T he 
redeemed live with an eye-of-faith turned to a land 
where shining mansions rise, "and the smi le of the 
blessed Giver gladdens all our longing eyes." 

That living hope sustains us and frees us from 
dread and purposelessness. 

Pity Richard Dawki ns who has robbed himself, 
and stands poor, and blind, and naked, and all who 
look can see his shame, which is so hideous that we 
may well avert our gaze. The malodorous ranting of 
poor Richard Dawkins may, like some medicines, 
cause nausea. It is tragic that he is not content to 

flounder in his own sheer impotency, but works tire
lessly to bring others into his restless misery. 

T he world contains beauty, healing, and nutri
tion. T here are many good things in the world that 
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can only be accounted for by recognizing "the hand 
that made them is divine." 

The God that made the world and all 
things therein, he, being Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth no t in temples made wit h 
hands; neither is he served by men's hands, 
as though he needed anything, seeing he 
himself giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things; and he made of one every nation of 
men to dwell o n a ll the face of t he earth, 
having determined their appointed seasons, 
and the bounds of their habitation; that they 
should seek God, if haply they migh t feel 
after him and fi nd him, though he is not far 
from each one of us: for in him we \ive, and 
move, and have our being; as certa in even of 
your own poets have said, For we are also h is 
offspring (Acts 17:24-28). 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament showeth his handiwork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night showeth knowledge. There is no 
speech no r language; their voice is not 
heard (Ps. 19:1-3). 

For the invisible things of him since the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
perceived through the things that are made, 
even his everlasting power and divinity; that 
they may be w ith out excuse : because that, 
knowing God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither gave thanks; but became vain in their 
reasonings, and the ir senseless heart was 
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools, and changed the glory of 
the inco rruptible God for the likeness o f an 
image of corruptible man, and of birds, and 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 
Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
thei r hearts unto uncleanness, that their bod
ies should be dishonored among themselves: 
for that they exchanged the truth of God for 
a li e, and worshipped and served the crea
ture rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever. Amen (Rom. 1:20-25). 

[Turn into a living God , who made the 
heaven and he earth and the sea and a ll that 
in them is: who in the generations gone by 
suffered all the nations to walk in their own 
ways. And yet He left not himself without 
witness, in that he did good and gave you 
from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, fill 
ing your hearts with food and gladness 
(Acts 14:15-17). 

C.S Lewis turned from atheism to faith (as have 
many others, including Anthony Flew. In discussing 
his change, Lewis wrote the fo llowing: 



... for many years I simply refused to lis
ten to the Christian answers to this ques
tion 1, because I kept on feeling 'whatever 
you say, and however clever your argu
ments are, isn't it much simpler and easier 
to say that the world was not made by any 
intelligent power? Aren't all your argu
ments simply a complicated attempt to 
avoid the obvious?' But then that threw me 
back into another difficulty. 

My argument against God was that the 
universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But 
how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A 
man does not call a line crooked unless he 
has some idea of a straight line. What was I 
comparing this universe with when I called it 
unjust? If the whole show was bad and sense-

1The question he refers to is, "If there is no God, whence cometh 
good?" 

Time to Retire or Resign? 
(continued from page 1) 

And now, behold, the Lord has kept me 
alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever 
since the Lord spoke this word to Moses 
while Israel wandered in the wilderness; 
and now, here I am this day, eighty-five 
years old. As yet I am as strong this day as 
on the day that Moses sent me; just as my 
strength was then, so now is my strength 
for war, both for going out and for coming 
in. Now therefore, give me this mountain of 
which the Lord spoke in that day; for you 
heard in that day how the Anakim were 
there, and that the cities were great and for
tified. It may be that the LORD will be with 
me, and I shall be able to drive them out as 
the LORD said Gosh. 14:10-12). 

At 85, he was anxious to request, "give me this 
mountain" and he would conquer the enemies. 

The former Tennessee governor, Ned R. 
McWherter, published a volume of his life and 
works. He had served many years as Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and then two terms as gov
ernor (eight years}. He is credited with many accom
plishments. On the last page of his book he stated, 
"For nearly eight years, I have done my best to be 
worthy of you, and very simply, to be one of you. 
Together, we have fought the fight. We have kept the 
faith. We have finished the course." 

less from A to Z, so to speak, why did I, who 
was supposed to be part of the show, find 
myself in such violent reaction against it? 

... Thus in the very act of trying to prove 
that God did not exist - in other words 

' that the whole of reality was senseless - I 
found I was forced to assume that one part 
of reality - namely my idea of justice -
was full of sense. 

Consequently atheism turns out to be too 
simple. If the whole universe has no mean
ing, we should never have found out that it 
has no meaning ... " (lv.lere Christianity p. 
40). 

Yea, verily, "the fool hath said in his heart, 'There 
is no God"' (Pss. 14:1 and 53:1}. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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This indicates he had familiarity and knowledge 
of Paul's valedictory address "For I am already being 
poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who 
have loved His appearing" (2 Tim. 4:6-8}. 

We should work for the Lord as long as we enjoy 
our health and faculties. Night will come, and we 
must work while we can. Jesus said, "I must work 
the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the 
night is coming when no one can work" Oohn 9:4}. 

Work, for the night is coming, 
Work thro' the morning hours; 
Work while the dew is sparkling, 
Work 'mid springing flow'rs; 
Work when the day grows brighter, 
Work in the glowing sun; 
Work, for the night is coming, 
When man's work is done. 

Work hard, steady and productively, but without 
becoming a workaholic. After retiring, one should 
have plans to be busy and wisely occupied. Many op
portunities to be busy will come. 
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While we wait for retirement, we are challenged 
to give our best. Longfellow said it well when he 
penned these words: 

Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Sti ll achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait. 

When Should One Resign? 

Before retiring at 65, or any age, a person may need 
to resign. This may be necessary because of inepti
tude, immorali ty, or doctrinal positions. 

When one is employed by the church, or by a 
Christian educational institution, it is understood 
that he o r she knows, believes and accepts the pur
poses and biblica l positions of the employer. It is 
definite the university should espouse only the teach
ings of the Bible. W hen one signs a contract, it fol
lows that the person believes in what the employer 
"stands for" without mental reservations and with
our plans or desire to subtly change the " image" of 
the institution to a different purpose and practice 
that is questionable. 

When should an employee resign? Honesty de
mands that one resign who no lo nger believes the 
biblica l purpose of the church or school, and one 
who causes confusion and division. Designated offi-
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cials should remove the person if it is evident he or 
she is at variance with the fundamentals, and this 
should be executed without hesitation. A hundred 
years ago, an ugly division took place in H enderson, 
Tenn. , when liberalism and denominationalism were 
thrust on the college which led to severance of Hard
eman and Freed from the college. 

One should resign if one promotes in any way 
the following: 

• The ecumenical movement and compromise 
with denominationalism. One who be lieves that the 
church is a denomination and one among denomina
tions. 

• Instrumental music either acceptable as a prac
tice in worship to God, or believe it is a non-issue, or 
believe that it is not a salvation issue. One must op
pose the use of mechanical instruments in worship. 

• Acceptance and promotion of fal se reachers ei
ther at the university or at the congregation where 
membership is held. 

• Reservations about Ephesians 4:4-6 and inspi
ration of the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16-17) if these cannot 
be fu lly believed. 

" [E]arnestly contend for the faith" Oude 3). 
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Student Pinion 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

T he following are quotations from a guest 
writer's article, "Psalms, Hymns And Spiri
tual Division," that appeared Nov. 9, 2007, 

p. ?a, on the "Opinion" page of The Bison, one of 
our university's paper. 

The author is to be complimented on her desire 
for unity and for her concern over wrong attitudes 
and approaches in discussing Bible teaching. She 
condemns the division that is caused over the use of 
instruments. In this she is correct, for Jesus desires 
oneness among his followers. 

The thesis of her article, however, is that we who 
uphold and insist on "a cappella" singing are given 
to be red-faced, quick-tempered, indignant, zeal
ously self-righteous, resentful and are condescending 
to other churches, spirituaily stunted, dose-minded, 
divisive, and unloving. By relying on Colossians 
3:16, an "infamous" passage of the Bible in defense 
of "a cappella" singing, we impose our preference on 
others and cause division. 

Opening Paragraph 

Her article begins: 
The church of Christ tries to model itself af
ter the First Century church. Some of the 
things that characterize us that we draw 
from the structures of the early church in
clude, but are not limited to, meeting as a 
congregation on Sunday, having commun
ion once a week (no more no less), silent 
women and non-instrumental praise ser
vice. These things in and of themselves can 
be quite wonderful. Of course, there have 
been a few modifications to the original 
structure ... cultural change can allow for 
much of that, but one thing the church is 
known for holding fast to has been non in
strumental music. 

OHensive Defense 

She follows this with the assertion that those who 
hold this view are qffensive in their response to those 
who do not believe in "a cappella" singing. 

I have a few friends here at [university 
name withheld] who are non-denomina-

tional, and when they make the mistake of 
mentioning instrumental worship in public, 
every good practicing church of Christ head 
within hearing distance whips around, faces 
grow red, tempers are quickly lost and 
Bibles are indignantly pulled out to show 
the poor misguided soul the infamous verse 
about "sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs" - Colossians 3: 16. 

Response 

Perhaps the faces of a few of us grow red and our 
tempers are quickly lost if we indignantly show Bible 
passages, but this is a gross misrepresentation of the 
majority of us, especially all our university students. 
Hundreds of university students from our universi
ties have worked with me in campaigns over the past 
forty-three years. None of them that I know ever re
acted in such a disgraceful way. 

Calling Colossians 3: 16 an "infamous" passage 
in an affront to Paul who wrote it and to Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit through whom Jesus revealed this 
truth. According to a dictionary definition, "infa
mous" means, "having a reputation of the worst 
kind." Only those who disrespect the teaching of 
Jesus would have this attitude toward any passage in
spired by the Holy Spirit. To whom is this passage 
"infamous"? Not those who accept biblical truth. 
Only those who do not highly regard its message 
would call it "infamous." 

Notice how Colossians 3: 16 at the heading of 
the article is perverted to present a message. "Psalms, 
Hymns, and Division." This is an insinuation that 
this passage is divisive. The passage is divisive only to 
those who do not believe the truth it teaches. 

Divisive Church of Christ Club 

She feels that we have created a church of Christ 
dub that is a part of the body of Christ. The writer 
continues: 

Unfortunately, being so right about every
thing all the time often causes a problem as 
in 'division.' I think at some point in the 
past we decided we must impose our prefer
ence on others before we can fellowship 
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with them. I guess we have resigned our
selves to forming our own exclusive club 
until the rest of the world comes to seeing 
things our way. 

Even though I am on the inside of the 
club (my Dad is a preacher) I have been let 
down by various well-meaning members of 
the church while growing up. . . . Under
stand I love the church of Christ, and think 
we have a lot to add as a part of the body ... 
but let me highlight what I have learned: 
We are a part of the body, and not the body. 

Response 
Holding tenaciously to Jesus' teaching and being 
right should be the goal of every Christian. To wor
ship God correctly and be free from sin, we must 
know the truth Uohn 4:23; 8:32). Because there are 
false teachers among us (2 Pet. 2: 1 ), we must try 
them to be sure we are not being misled by them (1 
Thess. 5:21; 1 John 4:1). 

By stating that she is a member of an exclusive 
club, she is asserting that she is a member of a frac
tion of the whole body, thus a member of a faction~ 
Perhaps she should tell us who are the members of 
the whole body of Christ. 
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Following the PaHern, Divisive? 

The piece then says: 
Division, self-righteous zeal, resentment, 

stunted spiritual growth and condescension 
to other churches is the result of our close
mindedness. Is "following the pattern of the 
early church" truly worth what it is costing 
us? The verse we use that speaks of singing 
psalms comes from Colossians 3:16. The 
verse directly before says, "Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to peace." 
Turns out, this is a beautiful chapter that 
has a theme of unity in Christ. Rather 
ironic. I like this one, "May they be brought 
to complete unity to let the world know 
that you sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me"- John 17:23. 

I believe that it is demeaning to the cross 
of Christ when we act (or believe) that our 
salvation is wrapped up in what goes on in 
the musical portion of our church, the part 
of our faith that only takes up about an 
hour or two of our week. 

Our musical preference that is so close to 
our identity does not make us more godly 
people, save souls, reach the broken, feed 
the poor or break chains of prisoners ... " 
This musical preference, affects us on Sun
day; the latter affects how we live every day 
life in between. 

Mter extolling lives of service she concludes, 
I want to be a part of a church that can 

lay aside pride and whatever else it has to, 
in order to love others and follow Jesus. 
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Response 
The author of the article overlooks the fact that one
ness and peace come to those who are following the 
will of Jesus. It is true that music is not the totality of 
Christianity, but it is also true that we have God's 
preference of worship Uohn 4:24), which includes 
the music we are to use. God has made the choice of 
singing for Christians. 

The time involved in our worship, although brief 
is long enough for us to transgress God's choice and 
be rejected by God. Cain's sacrifice (Gen. 4:5) and 
the offering of fire by Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1) 
was only a short portion of their day and week. 
Their brief time in transgression was enough to incur 
God's wrath. These examples are "infamous" to 
those who uphold digression from God's choices but 
not to those who want to follow God's ways. They 
were written for our learning (Rom. 15:4) and for 
our example (1 Cor. 10: 11). 

Jesus does not expect his followers to accept hu
man innovations to be united and at peace with 
those who depart from his teaching. Jesus informed 
his followers: "Do you suppose that I came to give 
peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather divi
sion" (Luke 12:51). 

Those who are following just what the New Tes
tament says will be different from those who are not, 
which will cause division. The people who are not 
doing just what the Bible teaches, not those who are 
following its teaching, are the ones causing division. 

The church in Corinth had division because 
some were doing what was right, while others were 
not. Paul wrote, "I hear that there are divisions 
among you, and in part I believe it. For there must 
also be factions among you, that those who are ap
proved may be recognized among you" ( 1 Cor. 
11:18-19). The division was not caused by those 
who were properly eating the Lord's Supper but by 
those who innovated a common meal into the holy 
supper. Because they did this there was division in 
the Corinthian church. 

We are not to become partners with those who 
would involve us in practices that are not according 
to the "pattern of the early church." They continued 
steadfastly in the apostles teaching (Acts 2:42), 
which they had received from Jesus (Matt. 28:18). 
Unless what they practiced was condemned, we are 
following the right example when we do as they did. 

Instead of uniting with those who do not follow 
the apostles teaching, we are to come out from 
among from them and be separate (2 Cor. 6: 17). 

True, we are to love every one, but that does not 
mean that we can be united with everyone. Within 
all churches are people we are to love, but that does 
not mean that we will unite with them in all their re
ligious practices. If so, then we would accept infant 
baptism, sprinkling for baptism, lighting of candles, 
and every other innovation for the sake of unity, 
which is to say that unity trumps truth, when the 
simple truth is that truth unites. 

Conclusion 

~good brief respons~ by J?r. Milo Hachwin, appear. ed 
tn the December 9 Btson tn a letter to the editor. 1.\'he 
major argument in the response is as follows: I 

"The fact is that singing psalms, hymns and spiri
tual songs, which is what churches of Christ Clo, 
never caused division. Worshiping God in song urlac
companied by musical instruments was the practice 
of the church in the New Testament. It continued to 
be the practice of every religious group on the face of 
the earth that even claimed to be Christian for more 
than a thousand years after the church began. 

"Historically, spiritual division occurred when, 
in church after church, people tried to introduce mu
sical instruments into the worship. Those people 
who conscientiously believed it was contrary to the 
will of God were forced out. It was the 'preference' 
of using instrumental music in worship that was im
posed on others that caused division. 

"Those of us who desire to be faithful to the 
simple teaching of the New Testament regret that 
those who have made changes and imposed innova
tions have torn asunder the body of Christ for which 
Jesus prayed for oneness Uohn 17:20-23)." 
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Duck Blinds 
By William R. Freeman #360307 

y duck hunter, worth his salt, will admit that 
the most important element in a successful 
duck hunt is a well-camouflaged duck blind, 

designed in such a way as to conceal the hunter from 
the naturally cautious duck. 

The duck, lured in close to the hunter by his 
"duck call" and wooden "decoys," is lulled into a 
false sense of safety, hearing the 'quack- quack' of 
the call, and seeing what it supposes are its brethren 
bobbing on the water, is easy prey for the well con
cealed hunter. 

We might feel sorry for the duck, seeing as how 
just prior to his demise he had been a high flying, 
free-spirited creature on the way to a land of warm 
water and rest. 

Among the ducks many mistakes, which kept 
him from the Promised Land, were deviating from its 
intended route, believing there was fellowship and 
safety in the company of the life-less decoys, and the 
quacking, although indistinct, of the hunter's call. 

As I read the disturbing news from around our 
great brotherhood it is a small step to see the analogy 
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between a duck blind and institutions that provide 
sanctuary for liberal teachers, and purveyors of de
structive criticism plaguing the body of Christ. 

Institutions that camouflage themselves by wear
ing the name Christian or churches of Christ, be they 
universities, private schools or individual congrega
tions they provide these false teachers with a physi
cal "duck blind" sheltering them from scrutiny, free 
from the oversight of God-fearing and Bible-believ
ing elders and teachers. 

These "hunters," in the guise of "scholars" and 
"ministers," enjoy freedom from accountability for 
what they aver as truth, which, in fact, is nothing 
more than wild speculation and redundant error. 
They damage the faith of the innocent who are lured 
in close to their false teaching, much like the inno
cent duck they fall prey to these hunters. 

ACU Duck Blind 
Abilene Christian University, once a bastion of God 
fearing, Bible believing stalwarts of the Faith is now a 
duck blind for such men as Mark W. Hamilton. 

Professor Hamilton, a Bible teacher at ACU has 
joined hands with other teachers from the Christian 
Church (independent), and the Disciples of Christ and 
written a new one-volume commentary. Hamilton 
serves as editor-in-chief of the forthcoming commen
tary from the ACU Press. His contribution is a Deuter
onomy commentary in which he boldly takes the po
sition that Moses was not the author of the book of 
Deuteronomy and late dates the book to the 7th cen
tury B. C. and some parts even later. Professor 
Hamilton isn't the least bit concerned that Jesus him
self plainly teaches the Mosaic authorship of Deuter
onomy (Deut. 24: lff; Mark 10:5). 

Not stopping there, Professor Hamilton says of 
his cohorts and fellow contributors that they "typi
cally espouse standard critical conclusions (multi
source Pentateuch, multiple Isaiahs), two-source hy
pothesis for the Synoptic Gospels." In other words 
these self-proclaimed scholars boldly challenge what 
the Bible itself says about the time and authorship of 
its books. 

Why does ACU continue to provide shelter and 



support for men such as these? Their propositions 
are not new, they have been met and defeated many 
times during the last 200 years by men of faith and 
Bible-believing scholars. 

Mark Hamilton says this new commentary is tar
geted for the "educated layperson." How many in
nocent young minds, searching for truth, wi ll this 
commentary damage? How many young innocent 
ducks will be lured close to this hunter's blind? 

Richland Hills Duck Blind 

Rick Atchley, senior minister at Richland Hills 
church of Christ, our nation's largest a capella 
church of Christ, has led Richland Hills into danger
ous grounds by their recent addition of instrumental 
music in their worship and communion on Saturday 
nights. 

Atchley, along with Bob Russell wrote a book, 
Together Again, in which they set forth a plan to 
unite Christian Churches with churches of Christ. 
These unscriptural Saturday night additions are part 
of their scheme to bring about that unholy alliance. 

In a sad attempt to justify his conduct Atchley al
legedly claimed "about 1994 the H oly Spirit said to 
me in the middle of my sermon .... " When chal
lenged about this claim of a direct reve lation from 
the Holy Spirit he took the position that his state
ment was taken out of context. (His statement was 
tape recorded.) 

Together Again contains the same spurious argu
ments used over the last 100 years to justify instru
mental music in worship, and does, as it will always, 
fa ll on its face in the light of scripture and sound 
hermeneutical app lication (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; 
Heb. 2:12). 

The distinctive nature of the New Testament pat
tern for worship flatly precludes a Saturday obser
vance of the Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-
34; 16:1-2), but thi s doesn't seem to matter to the 
elders or Atchley at Richland Hills. I suppose if 
yo u're brazen enough to add instrumental music to 
worship, it is a small step to pollute the Lord's Sup
per as well. 

It begs the question: How do the elders and 
members at Richland H ills justify the expenditure of 
time and money in support of a preachers who has 
lost sight of the distinctive nature of the church and 
her worship . 

How does the elder answer the young man's 
question: " Is it wrong to use instruments in worship 
and take communion on Saturday night? If it is, then 

why are we doing it? If it isn't, then why is our con
gregation divided in faith and practice contrary to 
the teaching of Jesus? Oohn 17:20-26). 

Who can believe that it is not just a matter of 
time before the instrument creeps into their Sunday 
worship. Young innocent minds lured in close to the 
hunter's incessant quacking ... 

The DLU Duck Blind 
David Lipscomb University president Randy Lowry 
was the guest preacher for a "Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity" Oan. 19-25, 2008) at the Second 
Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tenn. 

This event marks the second year professors 
from DLU have participated in this event for Chris
tian Unity with the denominational world, including 
the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, and join
ing hands with such groups as the European Evange
listic Society, The United Christian Missionary Soci
ety, and G.L.A.D. (Gay, Lesbian and Affirming Dis
ciples Alliance, INC.) Randy Lowry preached for this 
group, accompanied by various special choirs, all 
joining hands and praying for Christian unity. 

Christian unity is of the utmost importance to 
our Lord. Jesus prayed for it the night he was be-
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trayed Uohn 17:20-26), Paul echoes that in his letter 
to t he Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:10), but what Jesus 
prayed fo r and Paul commanded was fo r Christian 
uni ty. The tru t h seems to be lost on these august 
scholars thinking there can be unity with the world 
(those outside the family of God who have nor 
obeyed the gospel). 

[W]hen the Lord J esus is revealed fro m 
heaven, with his mighty angels in flaming 
fire, inflicting vengea nce o n those w ho do 
no t know God and on th ose who d o not 
obey the gospel of our Lord (2 Thess. 1:7b-8 
ESV). 

Indeed, Jesus condemns unity with such. Hear 
him: 

Every p lant that my heavenly Father has 
not pla nted will be rooted up. Let them 
alone; they are blind guides and if the blind 
lead rhe blind, both will fall inro a pit 
(Matt. 15 :13-14 ESY) 

T his people honors me with their li ps bur 
th eir heart is fa r from me; in vain do they 
worship me, reaching as doctrines the com
mandments of men (Matt. 15:8-9 ESV). 

I am amazed that anyo ne would pray for uni ty 
with the denominati onal world. What is wrong with 
the board members a t DLU. Why do they continue 
to suppl y a duck blind for men who have such litt le 
regard for the teaching of Jesus and the apostles? 
One would think they had never been taught the pat
tern principle of the New Testament nor the Distinc
ti ve Nature of the Church. 

Brethren, if I have misrep resented your organiza
tion/congregation/member I humbly beg your forgive
ness. I write on the information available to me, which 
I feel is t rustworthy and credible, but if I err, I invite, 
no, I beseech you to contact me and let me know. 

On the other hand , if my analogy is true I beg 
you to re pent of your conduct and "seek the o ld 
paths .. . and walk therein" Uer. 6: 16 KJV). 

Young and innocent minds are guided by your 
teachi ng. Take heed of the Lord 's admonition con
cerning his children: 

" [B]ur whoever causes one of these little ones 
who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him 
to have a great millstone fastened around his neck · 
and to be drowned in the depth of the sea" (Matt. 
18:6 ESV). 
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Recommendations 
for Capturing a School 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

Deep in the bowels of a dark, smoke-filled 
cave, an explorer chanced to find the fol
lowing correspondence from the deputy 

chief of operations for the kingdom of darkness 
Mephistopheles. The letter, pungent with the smell 
of sulphur, read as follows: 

To my faithful co-worker, Bitterroot, on assign
ment to subvert and gain control of Churches of 
Christ and bring them in subjection to our Lord 
Diabolos. 

May I say that I recognize that the task you have 
is quite difficult. Most of these people are stubborn 
in their commitment to their book, making them 
harder to shake than other churchmen. To be suc
cessful we must plan our strategy carefully. You have 
had good success thus far and for that I commend 
you. However, you must remember that you have 
only made a beginning. 

Since most of these folks live in America, we will 
not be able to use those time-tested methods guaran
teed to break and scatter the bulk of them. Absent 
fire, sword and imprisonment, we must resort to 
most subtle methods. 

First, we must go to the sources of their leader
ship. We should concentrate our best efforts on the 
schools where their young preachers are being 
trained. If we can gain control of them, it will be an 
easy task to produce preachers who will advance our 
cause. To accomplish this phase of your mission, 
look first to those chosen to be the guardians of the 
schools. I think they still call them trustees. They 
think that by demanding that their trustees must be 
members of their church they will be sure to keep us 
out. We must take advantag~ of their naive confi
dence. When new trustees are chosen we must see 
that men of weak faith, great wealth and civic recog
nition are nominated. If they claim membership in 
their church, these things will trump "faithful" and 
they will be eager to have them on their governing 
boards. It may take a generation or so to get suffi
cient numbers of our men on their boards, but I re
mind you, time is something we have plenty of. 

The next item to work on is to make sure that all 
administrators they chose will be men of great ambi
tion and malleable spiritual convictions. By all 
means, those considered must be products of our 
schools so they will have been properly conditioned. 
That alone will be half of our battle. They will be 
thinking our way from the day of their installation. 
Seek out men with the highest academic credentials 
and the greatest pride in their achievements. We will 
find it easy to use them for our purposes. We must 
inspire them with dreams of worldly recognition and 
honor for their school and themselves. They must 
have money and lots of it to reach their goals. They 
must be convinced that their predecessors have been 
too narrow and selective in the sources they solicited 
for funds. Money from our sources will make it 
much easier for us to have our way. 

We must then work on their faculty. True, they 
have that clause that says applicants must be "faithful 
members of the Church of Christ," but we can easily 
circumvent that. Arrange a faculty committee to do a 
scholarly report on just what it means to be a "faith
ful member." There are all sorts of possibilities here. 
Also have them do an in depth study of the name 
Church of Christ. Have Dr. J or another of our 
friends argue that such language is denominational. 
That is quite a bugbear with them. Have Dr. S argue 
that such exclusivism will deny them access to some 
of the finest scholars from the most prestigious 
schools and countless students. Then have Dr. R will 
offer a brilliant solution. He can assure them that re
ally anyone who believes in Jesus is thereby saved by 
grace through faith and is thus a member of the 
Church of Christ in heaven. The others will likely 
embrace that since they have long been embarrassed 
by the exclusiveness of their charter. Credentials 
from Yale cannot be argued with. 

Next we must work on the direction of their min
isterial training program. We don't want to abolish it 
- that would cause alarm. Better to convince your 
faculty that students must be kept away from books 
written by older, committed ministers of that church. 
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There are plenty of book by our men that have flashy 
covers. They are by noted doctors of the new semi
Christian theology and are filled with impressive ter
minology and huge bibliographies. Such good (I 
shudder to use the term), books will not on ly wean 
them away fro m that strong biblical diet that we have 
had to cope with for generations, they will fi ll their 
minds with new, daring and exciting ideas. Remem
ber that you ng men like to challenge that which their 
parents believe. This also works to our advantage. Be 
sure to purge the library of books and journals by 
older authors of that church as soon as is feasible. 

Remember to move cautiously, lest we frighten 
and alarm our victims and tip our hand. Our profes
so rs can help us by casting scorn and derision on 

those things written by traditio nal thinkers. Label 
them bible thumpers, fundamentalists and legalists. 
No self-respecting 21st century preacher wants to be 
known as one so vile as that. Five or six years in one 
of our schools will well-prepare a man to lead an
other of their congregations into our fold. 

Be assured that I am most pleased with the suc
cesses you have registered thus far. In my next mis
sive, we will discuss how to infiltrate and capture a 
congrega tion with their property. I am most confi
dent that you are fully capable of implementing our 
agenda and will do so at your earliest convenience. 

I remain your dear friend and co-workers in the 
service of our infernal majesty, Mephistopheles. 
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Flavil Yeakley's ''Good News and Bad News'' 
Dr. Earl D. Edwards 

O n Jan. 19, 2008, Dr. Flavil Yeakley spoke to 
about 400 church leaders on the campus 
of Freed-Hardeman University at the invi

tation of FHU president, Dr. Milton Sewell. Dr. 
Sewell was among the presidents of Christian Col
leges and Universities who had, in 2006, commis
sioned Dr. Yeakley to do a nationwide research 
project to provide accurate answers to questions like 
the following: 

• How many young people who are members 
of the Churches of Christ when they graduate from 
high school continue as members after they leave 
home? 

• H ow many leave the Churches of Christ and 
join some other religious group? 

• How many currently have no religious affilia-
tion? 

• How many of those who stay in Churches of 
Christ fill any church leadership or service roles? 

• What is the divorce rate among members of 
Churches of Christ? 

• H ow many young people in Churches of 
Christ graduate from high school in the United States 
each year? 

• How many young people in Churches of 
Christ attend college? 
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• H ow many of these attend a Christian college 
or university? 

• What are the differences between those who 
attend a private Christian college or university and 
those who attend some other kind of school? 

Dr. Yeakley presented a summary of hi s conclu
sions to those 400 church leaders in a speech called, 
"Good News and Bad News." In fact, an amplified 
version of that speech is now published under the 
title Good News and Bad News: A Realistic Assess
ment of Churches of Christ in the United States 2008, 
and is now available through the FHU Bible Book
store (phone 800-342-1869), a t $3 .75. 

Yeakley's main study groups for his conclusions 
were survey results from the following: 

1. 3,000 current students at colleges and univer
sities associated with Churches of Christ; 

2. 2,000-plus alumni of colleges and universities 
associated with Churches of Christ; and 

3. Leaders in Churches of Christ who gave in
formation about 3,000 of their yo ung people who 
graduated high school in the ten-year period of 
1997-2006. 

The following results are only some o f the 
conclusions that Yeakley drew ... the ones this writer 
judged to be the most significant ones. Each concl u-



sion listed will be given, along with the page number 
in Yeakley's published materials. 

First, the "Good News" 

1. "While Churches of Christ have not grown very 
much since 1980, Churches of Christ have not de
clined as many people have claimed" (p. 11; empha
sis in original). 

It is not news to us that many who want to 
change almost everything in Churches of Christ have 
said that we were the most fragmented group and 
that we are rapidly declining. Yeakley's results deny 
such. In fact, Yeakley observes that of the fourteen 
largest religious groups in the United States (all over 
one million adherents), the following should be said 
of Churches of Christ: 

A. We are in the twelfth position in number of 
total "adherents" (counts unbaptized children, etc.) 
with 1,645,584 (p. 4); 

B. "Only the three largest denominations have 
more congregations in the United States" (p. 5); 

C. "Churches of Christ have a presence in more 
counties than all but four" of the other religious 
groups (p. 7); 

D. "Churches of Christ are more evenly distrib
uted throughout the nation than any other American 
religious body" (p. 9); 

E. "Although 250 religious bodies in America 
are identified as 'Christian,' only five grew more in 
number of adherents from 1980 to 2000" (p. 10); 

F. "In the last two decades of the 20th century, 
the Churches of Christ grew by 2.8 percent in num
ber of adherents" (p. 11); 

G. "[M]ost other religious groups in America 
have experienced far more fragmentation" than we 
(p. 22), causing us to be regarded as having a "re
markable degree of unity" by other religious groups 
(p. 22); 

H. The lowest retention rates in the study were 
in congregations where church leaders perceived 
themselves to be "[m]uch more liberal or progres
sive" (p. 24 ). The next to the lowest retention rate 
was in those congregations in which church leaders 
perceived themselves to be "much more conservative 
or traditional" (p. 24). Interestingly, those who leave 
"progressive" groups among us go to "other religious 
groups" (p. 24), while those who leave the most "tra
ditional" congregations among us "have no current 
religious affiliation" (p. 24). 

Thus, while we are not as united or as evange
listic as the Lord would have us be (a we will detail 

in the last part of this article), we are not being accu
rately described by those who criticize us so fre
quently. And, in fact, since our lowest "retention 
rate" is among those who think of themselves as 
"more liberal or progressive," it is clear that that 
very group constitutes our biggest growth/decline 
problem. That also fits with Yeakley's finding ac
cording to which "[t]he six major American religious 
bodies that grew in the last two decades of the 20th 
century are much more conservative theologically 
than the eight that declined" (p. 11). 

2. Churches of Christ are doing a better job of 
educating/training our young people than we had 
thought. Some people have claimed that "a large ma
jority of young people in Churches of Christ who at
tend college do not go to a Christian school, but a 
large majority of those who go to a public institution 
have dropped out of the church by the time they 
graduate" (p. 15). Dr. Yeakley's study was an en
deavor to evaluate this and other such claims. 

Following are some of Yeakley's conclusions re
garding our young people who go off to college/uni
versity. 

A. "Eighty percent of young people in Churches 
of Christ who graduate from high school go on to at
tend college" (p. 12). This is higher than the national 
average. 

B. "More than 30 percent of college-bound high 
school graduates from Churches of Christ" do attend 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- james 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev. 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
james 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- He b. 6:19 
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a brotherhood college or university (pp. 16-17). This 
is much higher than the previously estimated 15 per
cent. 

C. Whereas studies in the early 1990s had indi
cated that 55 percent of young people were staying 
in Churches of Christ, the current study found that 
60 percent are staying. Yeakley also reported that 
congregational assessments conducted over the past 
thirty years have found that 55 percent were staying, 
33 percent were leaving and never returned, and 12 
percent dropped out when they left home but then 
came back to the church after they married and 
started having children (p. 14). 

D. In the study of "alumni who were members 
of the Churches of Christ when they enrolled at a 
Christian college or university," he found that 83.5 
percent are still in Churches of Christ. Only 6.5 per
cent have gone to "some other religious group" (p. 
15); and he found that "being active in a local con
gregation" while in college or university was very 
important in the retention process (p. 17). 

E. Retention rates were "much higher when 
members of the Churches of Christ married other 
members of the Churches of Christ" (p. 18). Obvi
ously, being in a "Christian school" raises the likeli
hood of marrying in Christ. 

F. "Among young people in the Churches of 
Christ who graduated from high school in the past 
10 years, only 4.2 percent have divorced. In the gen
eral population throughout the nation, 8.1 percent of 
those who graduated from high school in the past 10 
years have already married and divorced" (p. 19; 
emphasis mine - E. E.). 

G. For those who were members of Churches of 
Christ when they enrolled in a "Christian school," a 
survey among alumni found that the divorce rate was 
only 6.9 percent ... which is "far lower than the na
tional average" (pp. 19-20). 

So, things in Churches of Christ and among 
our young people aren't nearly as negative as they 
have been pictured by some among us. 

Second, the "Bad News" 

1) Of the seven billion people in the world, seventy 
percent do not call themselves "Christians," and 
many fewer are "New Testament Christians." They 
need the Gospel (p. 26). 

2) Though we haven't declined in Churches of 
Christ, we haven't grown significantly either (p. 26). 

3) Our slow growth hasn't kept pace with the 
population growth (p. 26) -most of our growth has 
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been in "U.S. and Mission Field states" (p. 27.) We 
must pick up the pace by planting more churches. 

4) Our greatest declines have been "where we 
have the greatest concentration of congregations" (p. 
27). So, obviously, larger established churches need 
to build a fire under lethargic members. 

5) Though we haven't divided as much as 
charged, we do have more division than God desires 
(cf. John 17). God help us to follow his Word so that 
we can more effectively live together. 

6) Though "local churches, Christian homes, 
Christian schools and Christian young people are 
doing something right" (p. 20), we need to send 
more of our young people to faithful Christian 
schools and train them even better while they are 
there. 

Conclusion 
The brotherhood owes brother Yeakley for the work 
he has done. We ought to thank God for him and be 
careful to learn what we can from his studies in or
der to glorify our God even more in this generation 
than we have in the past one. God help us that it may 
be so. 444 Galbraith Ave. 

Henderson, TN 38340-1620 
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A Response 
By Carla Hinton 

M ark Henderson, teaching and preaching 
minister at Quail Springs Church of 
Christ, recently shared information 

about the church's plans to add a worship service 
that will include musical instruments. The new ser
vice, which begins Sunday, is a break from Church of 
Christ tradition. 

Hinton response: [No, it's a break from 
biblical instruction, a deviation from the 
Divinely-Inspired pattern (2 Tim. 1: 13 ), 
being an addition (such as God has never 
accepted: Lev. 10:1-2; Deut. 4:1&2, 
5:32-34, 12:28-32, 28: 13-20; Joshua 
1:7-9; 1 Sam. 15; 1 Kings 12:25-33; Matt. 
7:13-27, 15:3-9 and 12-14; Rev. 22:18-
19) to what Christ told his NT church to 
practice as worship music, because, in ev
ery, single, solitary, NT verse regarding 
music in the earthly church, he said spe
cifically and exclusively, to "SING".] 

Henderson said the decision came through lengthy 
prayer and study. 

Hinton response: [Of what? Certainly 
not the New Testament as the authority 
of Almighty God in all things (2 Tim. 
3:12-4:4).] 

Even so, about 300 people left the church in opposi
tion of the change. 

Hinton response: [300 people left? So 
now, according to the word of God, they 
are not only to be held accountable by 
God for adding to his word, but also for 
dividing his church as well in that 
place??? God has always hated division 
(too many references to list). And it is 
those people, according to God's word 
(Rom. 16:17-18) who "cause divisions 
and create obstacles contrary to the doc
trine" they had been taught by the 
apostles in the first century when the 
Bible was written, who are guilty of, and 
who will be held responsible for, dividing 

his church. That is to say, those who 
refuse to devote themselves to "the 
apostles doctrine" (Acts 2:42) - which 
did not and therefore does not include 
instrumental worship music (if so, 
where's the verse?) - are the dividers, 
according to God. The 3 00 who left be
cause of these unauthorized additions to 
what God specifically said he wanted 
when it came to worship music, were 
merely obeying God's commandment of 
Romans 16: 17 and are showing them
selves to be true disciples Oohn 8:31-47) 
genuinely true to his word (1 Cor. 
11: 19), which is exclusively what will 
judge us on the last day, despite any 
thoughts or feelings to the contrary Uohn 
12:48-50)] 

Here Henderson tells why and how the decision 
to add the new worship service was made, along 
with the congregation's hopes for the future: 

Q: Please explain the position that Church of 
Christ congregations typically take regarding using in
struments in worship services. 

Hinton response: [NOTE: Those 
churches of Christ (Rom. 16: 16) that ac
cept God's word as their all-authorita
tive, inerrant, and God-breathed author
ity in all things, whether then or now, 
take the biblical position of course: No 
instruments in worship until and unless 
the NT verses can be found wherein God 
says "play" instead of, or in addition to, 
the "singing," which is what he exclu
sively authorized and specified.] 

A: Historically 
Hinton response: [No, biblically should 

be any preacher's focus if he's truly seek
ing God's will] 

the position was- and there's different parts of it 
-but I think 

Hinton response: [Shouldn't one do 
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more than just "think", shouldn't one be 
absolutely SURE before splitting a church 
over something as sinful as their own un
authorized desires?)] 

the primary piece of it was that there is no New Tes
tament authority for using instruments in worship. 
You have a lot of Old Testament references to it, but 
when you look at references you might attribute to 
worship in the New Testament 

Hinton response: ["might attribute?" 
No, references that God showed to be 
group gatherings of worship by their 'one 
another' context.] 

you don't see them mentioned, and people inter
preted that silence as intentional. 

Hinton response: [No, God himself 
showed it to be absolutely that: See Leviti
cus 10:1-2 and Hebrews 7:12-14 as just 
two of many examples I reference in that 
study I will send you! In Hebrews 7:12-
14, God shows that even Jesus himself 
would not and could not have been able 
to serve as a Priest on earth, because he 
came from a tribe about which " ... Moses 
said nothing about priests." The point be
ing, that when God specified that OT 
priests were to come from the tribe of 
Judah, that was it. He didn't have to men
tion each of the other tribes as ones they 
were not to come from. He was SILENT 
about priests coming from those other 
tribes . . . even the tribe of Judah from 
which Christ came ... and even the perfect 
Christ was restricted from serving as a 
priest on earth, because God was silent 
about the tribe of Judah producing priests. 
When God specifies something, (such as 
priests from Levi, or singing) it excludes 
all other forms (such as other non-speci
fied tribes or non-specified instruments). 
This is not interpretation, it's Scripture; 
read it for yourself. God's silence on using 
anything other than what he specified, 
when he specified, is absolutely restric
tive, according to God himself; it re
stricted even Christ.] 

Therefore, it was restrictive. So, the position was 
it's wrong to use instruments in worship because if 
you use them, you're basically adding to what the 
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New Testament teaches - it's unauthorized. So the 
historic position 

Hinton response: [No, the BIBLICAL 
position, until they produce NT verses to 
the contrary.] 

has been there's no authority to use instruments in 
worship, therefore we don't do it, and those who use 
instruments are sinning and really out of step with 
God, and therefore we don't fellowship with them. 

Hinton response: [(Again, biblical: Ro
mans 16: 17-18 as specified above, as well 
as Matt. 7:15ff, 2John 6-11 and others)] 

Q: When did your church decide to begin offering 
this service? 

A: The decision was made here; I believe it was 
announced last March, March 2007. The elders said 
they had been through a period of discussion and 
prayer and study 

Hinton response: [Again, respectively, 
to whom, and of what? Apparently not to 
the God Who inspired and dictated the 
unchanging (Ps. 119) Bible (2 Pet. 1:16-
2:3, 2:15-3:18 ... basically the whole 
book) and they apparently didn't study 
the New Testament as his authority in all 
things (2 Tim. 3:12-4:4) because there's 
no authority for instruments in music 
found there.] 

and had come to the conclusion that we would add 
an instrumental service. 

Hinton response: [Based on what NT 
verse(s)?] 

For the last several months, we've been just talk
ing through some different issues and working out 
some logistics, when would it happen, what would 
the schedule look like and things of that nature. 

Q: What kind of response have you received from, 
first your congregation, as far as offering this service, 
and then from the Church of Christ congregations at 
large? 

A: In the congregation it's been difficult. I think 
just about any pastor will tell you that significant 
change in a congregation is difficult. 

Hinton response: [Yes, I'm sure it is; es
pecially when you replace what God said 
with what you want instead ( 1 Kings 
12:25-33), and force people who want to 
walk by faith (Rom. 10: 17) with their 



Lord, through obedience to his word, to 
flee from you because you refuse.] 

So we had some people who have been very enthusi
astic about it 

Hinton response: ['Nothing new: Jer. 5 
and 6; and as I recall, Christ's crucifiers 
were pretty enthusiastic about their ac
tions as well, but I wouldn't say that I'd 
want to be one of them just based on that, 
would you?] 

and other people who have been very resistant to it. 
It's been a painful and difficult process. One good 
example of what we went through in 2007 was the 
day that one of the elders announced that they ar
rived at this conclusion, that we were going forward, 
that this would be a part of our future, a certain per
centage of the congregation broke out in applause 
and a number of people got up and left in tears. And 
so it's been like that. 

As far as other congregations of Churches of 
Christ, we've received very little direct feedback 
from them. It's not a popular choice among them, 
but we're not having difficult conversations or get
ting mail from them. 

Hinton response: [No, because we were 
previously uninformed as to this group of 
our brethren and some of their leaders' 
desires to rebel against the word and Au
thority of God. But now that you have 
written this article and made their actions 
known, they cannot honestly say that any
more, I assure you. We love them enough 
to have reacted in number, and my re
sponse to you is just a very small piece of 
the overall response I'm sure]. 

Q: What will happen jan. 27? Do you have cer
tain instruments that you will allow in the service? 

A: We had done an activity here in the past that 
we called Worship Night. 

Hinton response: [Again, biblically, the 
assembly of the Lord's church for certain 
specified acts that we commonly refer to 
as "worship," was limited to the Lord's 
Day (Sunday) in Scripture. It was specifi
cally mentioned as such, and is therefore 
exclusive to Sunday (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 
16:1-2, and etc.). Apparently, the poison
ous seeds of this current, anti-biblical 
perspective on instruments were already 

well-sown in their minds and actions 
long before this instrumental insurrection 
ever occurred.] 

It would usually happen on Saturday night when we 
did it, so we already had kind of a band. 

Hinton response: [I was right.] 

And we have a worship style here, even in our a 
cappella service, we've tended toward more contem
porary Christian worship music. So in some ways we 
weren't really reinventing the wheel; we were just 
further developing what we have done before. Our 
typical band is going to look like a drum set, a key
board and usually two or three guitars. We have 
some other gifted musicians here that we will incor
porate, depending on what kind of music we're do
ing. 

Hinton response: [Gifted perhaps; how
ever: humble, reverent, obedient, and re
spective of God's demands and desires 
rather than their own, apparently, obvi
ously, and therefore tragically, not. I know 
of doctors who are also very gifted sur
geons, but even though God nowhere spe
cifically said that they couldn't, that 
doesn't mean that he wants them to per
form surgery during a worship service.] 

Q: How did you respond to those congregation 
members who were upset about this particular 
change? 

A: You just do the best you can. We, the other 
leaders and I, would meet with anybody who would 
meet with me. 

Hinton response: [ANYBODY? I would 
love to meet with him, as well as would 
many other, more well-spoken and intel
ligent brothers I can think of ... say, in a 
publicly televised local debate over this 
issue right there in Oklahoma. I believe 
wholeheartedly that there are probably 
quite a few still-faithful-to-the-Scriptures 
brethren and preachers in congregations 
of the Lord's church, or faithful former 
members who were forced to flee that 
congregation, right there in your town 
who would dearly love such an opportu
nity. Just as at the same time, I'm sure he 
would cite any and every excuse (includ
ing congregational autonomy, no time, 
must be about saving souls, or some-such 
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transparency) not to get into a "theologi
cal debate" over this (words used by one 
who supports his position in a recent e
mail to me) in public. He has shown in 
his comments above that he knows in his 
heart the truth, and that this is anti-Scrip
tural; period.] 

I had conversations with individuals that might last 
two hours-plus and really whatever it took to try get 
to a level of comfort and understanding, we would 
try to do. 

Hinton response: [Whatever it took? 
Really? Including not using the instru
ment because some 3 00 + understood the 
Scripture and refused to be comforted in 
the institution of the non-authorized in
strument? No; apparently not "whatever 
it took" .. ] 

Sometimes you could, and sometimes you couldn't. 

Hinton response: [Some apparently just 
refused to compromise the integrity of 
the Scriptures I guess. Praise God for 
those still faithful to him no matter the 
cost or consequences!] 

Q: What do you hope to accomplish with this 
worship service? 

A: There are two things that we really hope will 
come from this. One is we want to keep more of our 
people that were leaving to go to instrumental 
churches. 

Hinton response: [But you didn't mind a 
mass exodus of 300+ all at once? 'Seems 
like kind of hollow reasoning to me.] 

One of the ways I would describe it is the way we 
handled it doctrinally. We essentially said you are 
free to worship with instruments and you are free to 
worship without them. From just a doctrinal biblical 
standpoint, we, 

Hinton response: [(Have you noticed 
the number of occurrences of the word 
"we" in this thing as opposed to the num
ber of mentions of "God's word says"? 
No wonder that same emphasis can 
clearly be seen as now driving their wor
ship as well; it's about their preferences 
rather than about God's apparently.)] 

for a number of years, have treated this as a non-is
sue. 
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Hinton response: [Finally, the problem 
comes out. "They claim that it is not a "sal
vation issue", but purposed disobedience 
to the will of God in order to fill our pews 
and offering plates, or to please ourselves 
or anyone else, instead of God alone, is 
always about salvation, no matter what 
the "issue" is (Matt. 7:13-27, John 14:15, 
Acts 20:28-30, Gal. 1:6-10, Heb. 10:26-
31, 2 Pet. 2-3)." (From introductory para
graph of study I will send you regarding all 
such "salvation issues").] 

And so to me 

Hinton response: [(It's not about you, 
it's about God)] 

it seems like we were giving our people 

Hinton response: [(They're not "your 
people," they're his- Acts 20:28)] 

freedom to leave 

Hinton response: [(Christ already gave 
his people freedom, his freedom, and it's 
not TO sin, but FROM sin, to follow him 
according to his truth, by abiding in it -
John 8:31-32, Romans 6:1-2).] 

We were saying you're free to worship without 
instruments- just not here. So one of things we're 
trying to do is for those people who really connect 
more with instrumental music, even of our own 
people, we're trying to give them a greater opportu
nity to stay and to worship and to serve and be a part 
of the church here. 

The other thing we're trying to do is to reach 
some people that we've been missing. 

Hinton response: [But with what? 'A per
verted gospel (Gal. 1:6-10)? 'Twisted 
Scripture (2 Pet. 3)? And teach them what? 
That their preferences are more important 
than God's? Boy, that opens a very, very 
wide door for every conceivable, vile sin 
known to man, to eventually become part 
of their "worship" doesn't it? Wow!] 

We don't do polls and surveys or exit interviews 
with people who are guests here, so all I can share is 
anecdotal evidence from some of our members. It's 
interesting: One member will say, "I brought a guest, 
and they didn't have any concerns about our worship 
style. They said the singing was beautiful, and they 
couldn't believe how impressed they were with the a 



cappella worship." And another member would say, 
"I brought a guest, and they really liked the church 
and everything, but they're asking us what's the deal 
with the musical instruments, and I really can't get 
over this worship style." 

Hinton response: [This to me, is one of 
the most shallow, preposterous and pre
sumptuous, truly ridiculous self-justifica
tions for instrumental music I've ever 
heard- but it's not the first time. Con
sider this: If the good news of the saving
grace gospel of Jesus Christ, the power of 
God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16), that 
saved countless thousands in the first cen
tury as it was being preached and pro
claimed, is not sufficient enough to keep 
and convert someone to Christ, but in
stead, Scriptural obedience to God's non
instrumental music preference becomes 
the more weighty and decisive factor in 
their staying or leaving, then something is 
truly, massively, and unbelievably 
WRONG! It seems to me that if the music 
question is more of a number-adding 
Christ-converting item than the blessed 
and glorious gospel of Christ, then the 
preacher who obviously doesn't appreci
ate, and apparently therefore can't com
municate, the truth of the word of God 
and the glorious gospel of Christ so that 
it's truly understood in all of its magnifi
cent glory and is therefore responded to 
appropriately and obediently, has no place 
in God's pulpit!] 

My hope is that we're going to do both really well 
and that either group can come and say "I connect 
with that. This is a place where I can worship and 
serve .... 

Hinton response: [in vain (Matt. 15:3-
9) What a tragic, awful waste! (Heb. 
10:26-31).] 

Q: So to your congregation, this is about tradition 
and doing something different? 

Hinton response: [If so, if it's not about 
obedience, love, and loyalty to the Al
mighty God and his scripture, then 
they've been misled by false teachers, 
plain and simple (Matt. 7 again; also Acts 
20:28-30).] 

A: This isn't unique to Churches of Christ, but it 
happens in our churches where your tradition bumps 
into what you believe about freedom in Christ. 

Hinton response: [No, it's what happens 
when human desires are allowed to super
sede the word of God (Gen. 3:1-6).] 

In a situation like this, for some time it's an area 
where we believed we had freedom, but we wouldn't 
practice that freedom primarily because of our tradi
tion. 

[We in the congregation here in South 
Dakota as well as millions of other breth
ren, don't practice it because of God's in
struction, as any faithful and well-studied 
preacher knows. Acappella music -
"singing" - is not "our tradition"; it's 
our commandment from God. No won
der they have such a problem.] 

Then you get to a point where you say we're 
missing some people we believe we could reach. 
We're raising generations that leave us because they 
just don't buy this anymore, so maybe we ought to 
practice the freedom 

Hinton response: [To SIN against the 
authority of God?!? Yes, I suppose that 
we do have that freedom, and the de
struction that accompanies it as well, ac
cording to the selfsame word (2 Thess. 
2:9-13).] 

we believe we have. 

Hinton response: [So, when our young 
people don't want to do what God said, 
we're supposed to do what they want in
stead of what God said he wants!?!? And 
they truly believe that God almighty 
"buys that"; that that's somehow alright 
w/God? 'That we put our kids' will be
fore his Will? Has this leadership never 
read Matt. 10:32-37 either?] 

That's really what it came down to for us. 
Hinton response: [What it comes down 

to according to God (for those who still 
trust him), always, is: obedience and its 
blessings ... or, disobedience and its con
sequences (Deut. 28).] 

Q: Is there anything else you'd like to add? 
A: One thing I would say about this is it was re

ally a personal decision 
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Hinton response: [No doubt about that 
I'm afraid), not just for me but for our 
congregation (minus the 3 00 + of course 
that they forced to flee in order for them 
to continue to try to worship in "spirit 
and truth" Oohn 4:23-24)] 

and our leadership 

Hinton response: [No doubt about that 
either. The sad part here is that we learn 
just who is, as opposed to Whom is not, 
leading.] 

I think in Churches of Christ, every congregation 
is going to have to chart their own course on this. 

Hinton response: [No thanks, most of us 
would rather follow God's course, and he 
exclusively specified only singing as his 
desired New Testament church worship.] 

One of the good things we have in churches of 
Christ is congregational autonomy; we don't have a 
denominational headquarters. 

Hinton response: [Unfortunately, some 
of us have also chosen to cut ourselves off 
from the Head of the church, Christ him
self (Eph. 1:22-23) by our refusal to fol
low his instructions without addition 
Oohn 14:15; Rev. 22:18-19).] 

We don't have anyone to tell us what we can and 
can't do. 

Hinton response: [Wrong again! Christ, 
as the Redeemer, Purchaser, Savior, Hus
band, and Head of his church, in his 
word, tells us exactly what we're to do. 
Those who hear it are his sheep, and 
those who refuse, according to him, are 
not Oohn 10:26-30). That's exactly why 
this is so important!] 

Each congregation has to decide on their own 
Hinton response: [whether or not to 

follow him as Lord (Luke 6:46-49).] 

We went through a painful process to make this deci
sion. 

Hinton response: [Disobedience is al
ways painful (1 Sam.12:1-14; Gal. 6:7-8)] 

You know when we started this process, our aver
age attendance was in the 900-950 range and by the 
time we finished, we were in the 600-65 0 range. And 
those numbers represent people and friends and fam-
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ily members, so we don't take it lightly, and others 
shouldn't either. 

Hinton response: [If I took this lightly, I 
wouldn't be responding this way.] 

The other thing I would say is this is about us and 
what we believe, before God, 

[but certainly not by his word, in which 
no instruction for his NT church to play 
an instrument can be found or furnished 
by them or anyone else, which is all it 
would take to silence this whole opposi
tion. Those of us who believe, accept, 
and seek to follow God's word, only 
need for these brethren who support the 
instrument to step forward with that one 
simple verse ... a verse NONE of them 
have EVER been able to produce.] 

is the best way for us to move into the future. We 
don't make any judgments about any other congre
gations about what they should or shouldn't do. 

Hinton response: [Nice try. An appar
ent attempt to get others to not "judge" 
them perhaps? It doesn't matter. Even 
though Christ told his disciples to judge 
(righteously of course: Matt. 7: 1-6 and 
John 7:24), and even that we were to 
judge based on reliable reports from 
other ('autonomous') congregations (1 
Cor. 5), they need not worry. We don't 
have to. According to the word of God 
(Acts 13 :46) those who will not accept 
his word and follow it, have already 
" ... judged themselves unworthy of eter
nal life ... " Jesus spoke similarly of those 
who would not follow what the Holy
Spirit inspired the New Testament writ
ers to write in Matthew 12:31-32.] 

Each one will have to chart that on their own as 
they're responsible for their decisions before God, as 
well. 

Hinton response: [Right. Obedience, 
repentance, and blessings; or disobedi
ence, wrath, and destruction (Rev. 2-3). 
While the faithful still echo the words of 
Joshua 24:15 as their response, my 
prayers for this group's repentance con
tinue (2 Cor. 7:8-11). God bless.] 

chinton@oklahoman.com 
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Targeting 2-year-olds 

Children as young as two years of age are in 
the bull's-eye of coming changes in 
California's school curriculum, which "gay 

rights" advocates now admit will alter the very foun
dation of information presented to public school 
classrooms. 

A list of school resources, sponsored by a homo
sexual-advocacy group called Safe Schools Coalition, 
suggests that for those who are only two years old, 
there's "Felicia's Favorite Story," which tells how she 
was "adopted by her two mothers." 

The list also promotes a book called ''Are You a 
Girl or a Boy?" by Karleen Jiminez, a resource for 
children ages 4-8 when advocating homosexuality, 
bisexuality, transgenderism and other alternative 
lifestyle choices. 

It's described as "A sweet book about a gender
different kid." 

Other resources being promoted in light of 
California's adoption of SB 777 as state law include 
books authored by officials for Planned Parenthood 
and the Gay Lesbian Straight Education Network. 

One book, called "Tackling Gay Issues in 
School," is for kindergarten through grade 12, and 
offers a "rationale (for the inclusion of les/bi/gay/ 
trans issues in school)." It features recommended 
"extracurricular" activities for classes. 

The promotion of such materials has coincided 
with the recent admission by Equality California, a 
homosexual advocacy group that worked to have SB 
777 passed by lawmakers and signed by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, that the bill really does edit all 
school curricula in California. 

For months while California lawmakers discussed 
Senate Bill 777, opponents worried about its useful
ness in censoring public school curricula to include a 
pro-homosexual bias. Supporters, however, stead
fastly maintained that it only clarified anti-discrimina
tion laws already on the books. They still hold that 
stance, with statements this week from both 
Schwarzenegger's office and Equality California. 

Sabrina Lockhart, a spokeswoman for the gover
nor, insisted it is a "technical bill" intended to clarify 
anti -discriminations laws. 

"It simply takes anti-discrimination language 

used in other areas of [state law] such as employment 
and puts that in the education code," she said. 

And Ali Bay of Equality California told WND the 
new law "doesn't require that any specific curricu
,lum be included in California's classrooms." 

Technically it is correct that the law doesn't "re
quire inclusion." But opponents say it does not ban 
anything that can be "perceived" as being discrimina
tory, up to and including references to "mom" and 
"dad" or "husband" and "wife." 

"The terms 'mom and dad' or 'husband and wife' 
could promote discrimination against homosexuals if 
a same-sex couple is not also featured," said 
Meredith Turney, the legislative liaison for Capitol 
Resource Institute. 

"Parents want the assurance that when their chil
dren go to school they will learn the fundamentals of 
reading, writing and arithmetic- not social indoc
trination regarding alternative sexual lifestyles. Now 
that SB 777 is law, schools will in fact become indoc
trination centers for sexual experimentation," she 
said. 

The new law demands, "No teacher shall give in
struction nor shall any school district sponsor any ac
tivity that promotes a discriminatory bias because of 
a characteristic [including perceived gender.]" 

And Karen England, a spokeswoman for Capital 
Resource who is a primary organizer behind the 
Save Our Kids plan to put the issue before voters 
and ask them to reject it, noted that even Equality 
California's own materials are assuring constituents 
the law will ban curriculum that fails to meet the 
pro-homosexual standard cited. 

''All along, Capitol Resource Family Impact has 
maintained that the true agenda behind SB 777 is to 
infuse school curriculum with pro-homosexual, and 
other controversial lifestyles, propaganda. The pro
ponents of the bill countered that this was not true 
and the law would merely 'streamline' anti-discrimi
nation laws for schools. Based on our 20-year expe
rience with the homosexual lobby, we know that a 
common tactic is to maintain innocence and then uti
lize vague language to push a radical agenda. We ex
pected the same of SB 777, and we are already wit
nessing the same pattern," England said. 

February 2008 23 
Firm Foundation 



"Last week the sponsor of SB 777, homosexual 
rights group Equality California, released their 2007 
legislative scorecard. The scorecard featured a de
scription of the each of the bills the group sponsored 
or considered homosexual-friendly," she said. 

"For the first time, the group admitted that SB 
777 'prohibits curriculum that is discriminatorily bi
ased against LGBT people.' Understand that the en
tire time the group was pushing this bill through the 
legislature, they vehemently denied that it would af
fect curriculum. Mter the bill had passed, they now 
reveal their true agenda," England said. 

The report card specifically said SB 777 "prohib
its curriculum that is discriminatorily biased against 
LGBT people and other protected groups." 

"In fact, SB 777 will affect curriculum and public 
education programs. The proponents lied to law
makers and to the public," England said. 

"One website features curriculum programs for 
teachers to use in introducing 'homosexual history' 
to their students as young as 5, ,, she said. 

Among titles now being recommended for use in 
public schools is "A Family Counting Book," in
tended specifically for those students in pre-kinder
garten who are yet learning to count, she noted. 

The recommended resources address "lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender issues that schools are en
couraged to have in their collection. All of these are 
suitable for classroom and library use to address the 
prescribed learning outcomes ... or any effort to 
make your school a (sic) affirming space for all stu
dents, staff, and families," according to the website. 

Another "resource" is about "A 1 0-year-old 
[who] asks her lesbian grandmother a heartwarming 
question," "What's a lesbian?" 

Others feature stories about a boy who makes a 
card for his mother "and her partner" for Mother's 
Day, and another for "pre-kindergarten" is a color
ing book called "Beach Party with Alexis" which is 
described as "a super story with people of color and 
gay/lesbian parents." 

For older children, such as those in fifth grade, 
there's a book called "Coping With ... Your Sexual 
Orientation" and it is "especially designed for the 
public school system." 

For those as young as age 3, there's "The Differ
ent Dragon," which "shows how the wonderful curi
osity and care of a little boy, along with some help 
from one of his moms, leads to magical and unex
pected places ... " 
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"lesbian/gay/bisexuaVtransgender" lesson plans, pro
duced by the Buena Vista Lesbian and Gay Parents 
Group, among others. 

Rounding out the multimedia offerings are vid
eos such as "Different and the Same," a series of nine 
videos which is described as good, but not great be
cause none of the videos specifically condemns "ho
mophobia." 

GLSEN also has produced another resource, 
"Tackling Gay Issues in Schools," substantiating the 
"rationale" for including such teachings in California 
classrooms. 

WND already has reported how the Gay Straight 
Alliance has forwarded instructions to its California 
chapters with information on how to make sure ho
mosexuality is taught in public schools, and its warn
ing having students and parents simply "tolerate" 
homosexuality is not enough. 

"Tolerance education is an important first step, 
but we need to push further," the instructions said. 
"Infuse LGBTQ curriculum into history, social sci
ence, and literature classes," is the organization's 
plan. 

WND also has reported how thousands of re
quests for information about homeschooling and 
Christian school are bombarding organizations that 
support those efforts. 

A spokeswoman for a ministry called Consider
ing Homeschooling said she already has seen an 
overwhelming increase in requests for information 
about homeschooling. 

As a result, spokeswoman Denise Kanter told 
WND that her group is sending out 5,000 DVD 
packages to churches around the state that include 
basic "how-to" information to provide parents a di
rection to turn when they choose to protect their 
children from the new school agenda. 

Another group's website, Discover Christian 
Schools, has been getting almost 4,000 visits per day 
as parents seek alternatives, co-founder Harold 
Naylor Jr. said. 

Besides the referendum being pursued by 
England's organization, WND also has reported 
on work by the non-profit Advocates for Faith 
and Freedom to file a lawsuit challenging SB 777 
(WorldNetDaily, Dec. 17, 2007). FF 
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What Is Black Liberation Theology? 

W e have heard quite a bit lately about Black 
Liberation theology, so we thought you 
might be interested in an explanation of 

what the teaching is and what its goals are. We have 
strung together several succinct articles and summa
tions of this study. So, here is a much too brief defini
tion of a subject that is in the news. 

Black Liberation Theology 

H. Wayne House wrote a lengthy article (An Investi
gation of Back Liberation Theology) which under
takes to give an objective explanation of Black Lib
eration Theology. We print his concluding remarks. 

Conclusion 

Black theology is a recent development, arising in the 
midst of the Civil Rights Movement in America. And 
it has sought to be a voice of God to black people in 
America and Mrica. The central theme of black theol
ogy is the oppression of the black people, and all as
pects of theology are subjugated to this theme. 

Black theology has much to offer as a spur to 
cause nonblack theologians and laypersons to recog
nize and have concern for the plight of the op
pressed; to be more practical in theology; to discern 
God's working in the world, to examine whether 
one is guilty in oppressing others. On the other hand 
black theology's theological center is far too narrow, 
and it relies on experience as the norm for truth. 

The terminology of black theology is to be ques
tioned. Is there really any such thing as "black" the
ology? And is it free from European influence, such 
as the theology of hope? The answer is no to both 
questions. At the same time black theology is in its 
infancy, so one must understand this when criticizing 
it. 

Black theology, having an improper center, is hu
manistic and pragmatic. God and Christ are not held 
in proper biblical perspective, and salvation has too 
much of a "this-world" emphasis. Black theologians 
need to ask the all-important question, Who is 
Christ? From their answer to that question they may 
begin to answer whether they have a truly Christian 
theology. 

[We also append some of Doctor House,s notes] 

Notes 

Nyameko Pityana, "What Is Black Consciousness?" 
in Black Theology: The South African Voice, ed. Basil 
Moore (London: C. Hurst & Co., 1973), p. 63. 

Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation, 
trans. Sister Caridad Inda and John Eagleson 
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1973), p. x. Space does 
not permit discussing the rise of liberation theology. 
History is replete with struggles for liberation, but 
modern liberation ideology is more sophisticated than 
most past movements. The modern liberation move
ment often combines biblical liberation themes with 
Marxist ideology and methodology. Wolfhart 
Pannenberg (Lutheran), Jiiren Moltmann (Re
formed), and Johannes Metz (Roman Catholic) repre
sent the theology of hope movement from which 
more radical political theologians such as Ruben A. 
Alves, James Cone (black theologian), and Camilo 
Torres (Roman Catholic), and Gustavo Gutierrez have 
developed a theology of violent revolution. Pulling 
from Marxism more than from Scripture, they pursue 
a forceful overthrow of oppression and see this as 
God's method of working in the world today. 

Emmanuel McCall, "Black Liberation Theology: 
A Politics of Freedom," Review and Expositor 73 
(1976): 323-33. 

James H. Cone, "Black Theology and Black Lib
eration," in Black Theology: The South African Voice, 
p. 48. 

Alistair Kee, ed., A Reader in Political Theology 
(Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), p. 113. 
Henry states, "Indeed, the church has been and still 
is one of the few places black people can congregate 
and feel any sense of human worth and dignity. It 
was no accident that the civil rights movement, with 
all its limits, was largely a church-based movement. 
That's where black people are!" (Hayward Henry, 
Jr., "Toward a Religion of Revolution," The Black 
Scholar 2 [December 1970]: 28). 

Basil Moore, "What Is Black Theology?" in Black 
Theology: The South African Voice, chap. 1. Black 
theology from an American perspective is the subject 
of this article. 

James H. Cone, A Black Theology of Liberation 
(Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 1970), p. 77. And 
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Henry wrote, "God is assumed but attention is fo
cused on the nature and quality of black life under 
God rather than on abstract debates about His na
ture and quality" ("Toward a Religion of Revolu
tion," p. 30). 

Norman L. Geisler, "Process Theology," in Ten
sions in Contemporary Theology, eds. Stanley 
Gundry and Alan Johnson (Chicago: Moody Press, 
1976). pp. 265-66. 

Sister Marrinde Porres Grey, "The Church, Revo
lution and Black Catho lics," The Black Scholar 2 
(December 1970): 23- 24. 

Henry, "Toward a Religion of Revolution," p. 
30. Cone says, "But whether whites want to hear it 
or not, Christ is black, baby, with al l of the features 
which are so detestable to white soc iety" (Cone, 
Black Theology and Black Power, p. 68, [italics his]). 

Clarence Hilliard, "Down with the Honky Christ 
- Up with the Funky Jesus," Christianity Today, 
January 30, 1976, p. 6. 

Cleage Shrine, cited in Henry, "Toward a Reli
gion of Revolution," pp. 30-31. This thesis of Jesus 
as a zealot has been argued strongly by Samuel 
George Frederick Brandon, Jesus and the Zealots 
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1967). 
Brandon's thesis has been attacked by many, includ
ing Marrin Hengel and Oscar Cullmann (Martin 
Hengel, Was j esus a Revolutionist? trans. William 
Klassen [Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1971]; Oscar 
Cullmann, jesus and the Revolutionaries, trans. 
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Gareth Putnam [New York: Harper & Row, 1970]). 
Cf. the radical view of Morris, who says, "If Jesus 
was oblivious of all the violence around him, or re
garded ir as unimportant, then our efforts to make 
him relevant to the life of our time are furile because 
he was irrelevant to his own time. And what is more, 
he was a dangerous, blundering fool, doing ambigu
ous acts and saying provocative things that invited 
bloody retaliation upon his followers, all the while 
protesting that he was being misunderstood" (Colin 
Morris, Unyoung, Uncolored, Unpoor [Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1969], p. 102). 

Ananias Mpunzi, "Black Theology as Liberation 
Theology." in Black Theology: The South African 
Voice, p. 137. 

Mokgethi Motlhabi, "Black Theology: A Per
sonal View," in Black Theology: The South African 
Voice, pp. 77-78. 

George Kelsey, cited by McCall, Black Liberation 
Theology, p. 328. 

Ronald J. Sider, "An Evangelical Theology of Lib
eration," in Perspectives on Evangelica.l Theology, eds. 
Kenneth S. Kantzer and Stanley N . Gundry (Grand 
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979), pp. 118-19. 

Scharlemann, The Ethics of Revolution, p. 45; cf. 
Harold O.J. Brown, "True and False Liberation in 
the Light of Scripture," in Perspectives on Evangelical 
Theology, p. 147. 

Jacques Ellul, False Presence of the Kingdom, 
trans. C, Edward Hopkin (New York: Seabury Press, 
1972), pp. 92- 93. 

What Is Black liberation Theology? 

Jeremiah Wright has defended himse lf against 
charges of anti-Americanism and racism by referring 
to his foundationa l philosophy, the "black liberation 
theology" of scholars such as James Cone, w ho re
gard Jesus Christ as a "black messiah" and blacks as 
"the chosen people" who will only accept a god who 
assists their aim of destroying the "white enemy." 

"If God is not for us and against white people," 
writes Cone, "then he is a murderer, and we had bet
ter kill him. The task of black theology is to kill gods 
who do not belong to the black community." 

Cone, the Asia Times columnist who writes un
der rhe pseudonym Spengler, points out, was the 
most prominent theologian in the "black liberation" 
school in the 1960s, teaching that Jesus Christ him
self is black. 

Cone explains: "Christ is black therefore nor be
cause of some cultural or psychological need of black 



people, but because and only because Christ really 
enters into our world where the poor were despised 
and the black are disclosing that he is with them en
during humiliation and pain and transforming op
pressed slaves into liberating servants." 

Rather than viewing God as a sovereign being 
who does as he wills according to his purposes, Cone 
insists "God must do what we want him to do, or we 
must reject him." 

Black theology refuses to accept a God who is 
not identified totally with the goals of the black com
munity. "If God is not for us and against white 
people, then he is a murderer, and we had better kill 
him. The task of the black community is to kill gods 
who do not belong to the black community. 

" ... Black theology will accept only the love of 
God which participates in the destruction of the 
white enemy. What we need is the divine love as ex
pressed in Black Power, which is the power of black 
people to destroy their oppressors here and now by 
any means at their disposal. Unless God is participat
ing in this holy activity, we must reject his love." 

More Black Liberation Theology 

The field of black liberation theology received its 
name in the 1960s and includes in its history Pan 
Mricanists from earlier centuries who used the 
teachings of Christianity and/or the vehicle of the 
black church as foundational to their efforts for se
curing a self-determining existence for Africans. 

Black liberation theology is theology from the 
perspective of oppressed people. It seeks to interpret 
the gospel of Jesus against the backdrop of historical 
and contemporary racism. The message of black the
ology is that the African American struggle for libera
tion is consistent with the gospel- every theological 
statement must be consistent with, and perpetuate, 
the goals of liberation. 

This theology maintains that African Americans 
must be liberated from multiple forms of bondage -
social, political, economic and religious. This libera
tion involves empowerment and seeks the right of 
self-definition, self-affirmation and self-determina
tion. 

Methodist James Cone is still considered its lead
ing theologian, though now there are many scholars 
who have contributed a great deal to the field. One 
of its major concerns is with the historic and present 
racism in "Western civilizations" (especially within 
Christendom) and the ways in which Jesus urged his 
disciples to seek freedom for all people. 

Media Criticism 
Black liberation theology received considerable criti
cism in March 2008 when the media reported that 
presidential candidate Barack Obama was strongly 
influenced by the Rev. Jeremiah Wright. Concerns 
that this movement is in fact a "black separatist" 
movement continue to impact Chama's candidacy 
for president. It has been said by many who have 
studied Rev. Wright's sermons that this form of Lib
eration Theology is nothing more than Radical rac
ism against white people from those who refuse to 
move on from the past themselves. 

South African Black theology 
Black Theology was popularised in southern Mrica 
in the early 1970s by Basil Moore, a Methodist theo
logian in South Africa. It helped to give rise to, and 
developed in parallel with, the Black Consciousness 
Movement. Black Theology was particularly influen
tial in South Africa and Namibia for motivating resis
tance to apartheid. 

Southern African black liberation theologians in
clude Barney Pityana, Allan Boesak, Itumeleng 
Mosala and Zephania Kameeta (Wikipedia). 

[Finally, because much has been said about the 
Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago, and be
cause some may confuse this with the church of Christ 
that resulted from a restoration of pure Biblical teach
ing, we point out that there is no connection at all. The 
Trinity Church of Christ is a product of Black Libera
tion Theology, and the churches of Christ are the prod
uct of going back to the Bible, and calling Bible things 
by Bible names and doing all things in the Bible way.) 
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Potpourri ... 

I t is a good idea for those interested in high level 
morali ty to keep a wary eye on the fluctuations 
of society. If we are "the salt of the earth," then 

we have to know what the earth is thinking and do
ing. It is not that God informs us by what is happen
ing in the world. He informs us through his revea led 
word, and that is static and immutable. Still, the 
great red dragon, the sea-beast, and the land-beast 
are unrelenting in opposing the good and the true ... 
and we must not be ignorant of their devices. 

So, let's look around and note machinations of 
the devil and his evil angels. 

Babies 
• Washington, DC (LifeNews.com) -A leading 

magazine, The Nation, with a pro-abortion slant has 
painted an international pro-life group as racist be
cause it is concerned about the severe under-popu la
tion problems plaguing Europe, Russia, Japan and 
other parts of the world. 

The article, "Missing: The 'Righ t' Babies," at
tempts to paint the pro-life group and others sound
ing the alarm about the coming demographic winter 
as concerned only with preserving the white majority 
of Europe and the United States. 

The organization told LifeNews.com that charac
terization is ironic given that the population control 
movement, which The Nation supports, was started 
by Planned Parenthood founder Margaret Sanger to 
limit the birth of ethnic populations (LifeNews.com, 
February 16, 2008). 

Anglicans 
• At least five more Anglican churches- three 

in British Columbia and two in Ontario -are likely 
to separate from the national Church over the divi
sive issue of same-sex blessings by the end of the 
month. Another four will also vote on similar mo
tions this month. 

They will be fo llowing the country's largest An
glican parish, which voted this week to leave the An
glican Church of Canada. The Vancouver parish 
chose to put itself under the authority of conserva
tive Gregory Venables, the Archbishop of the South
ern Cone, which encompasses parts of South 
America. 

The Ark Again 
• As Indiana Jones's creators understood, the 

Ark is one of the Bible's holiest objects, and also one 
of its most maddening McGuffins. A wooden box, 
roughly 4ft. x 2ft. x 2.5 ft., perhaps gold-plated and 
carried on poles inserted into rings, it appears in the 
Good Book variously as the container for the Ten 
Commandments (Exod. 25:16: "and thou shalt put 
into the ark the testimony which l shall give thee"). 
. .. It is too holy to be placed on the ground or 
touched by any but the elect. It circles Jericho behind 
the trumpets to bring the walls tumbling down. The 
Bible last places the Ark in Solomon's temple, which 
Babylonians destroyed in 586 BC. Scholars debate its 
current locale (if any) .... 

When last we saw the lost Ark of the Covenant in 
action, it had been dug up by Indiana Jones in Egypt 
and ark-napped by Nazis, whom the Ark proceeded 
to incinerate amidst a tempest of terrifying appari
tions. But according to Tudor Parfitt, a real life 
scholar-adventurer, Raiders of the Lost Ark had it 
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wrong, and the Ark is actually nowhere near Egypt. 
In fact, Parfitt claims he has traced it (or a replace
ment container for the original Ark), to a dusty bot
tom shelf in a museum in H arare, Zimbabwe. 

(If you want to know where the Ark of the Cov
enant really is today, read Revelation 11: 19. You will 
find the transplanted Tree of Life in the same place.) 

Dirty Dog 
• A 70-yea r-old Iranian man was arrested and 

sentenced to four months in jail and 30 lashes for 
walking his dog, Adnkronos.com reported Tuesday. 
Police caught the man on the street with his dog in 
Shahr Rey, a suburb of Tehran. 

Owners of domestic animals are forbidden from 
taking them on the streets of the city because Islam 
considers dogs to be impure. An Islamic judge later 
charged the man for "disturbing the public order," 
Adnkronos.co m reported. 

God and the City 
• The Washington Post gave an interesting re

port, Wednesday, February 20, 2008, about a straw 
in the wind suggesting a tinge of change in the reli
gious climate of the Big Apple. 

The reporter said, Saturday night in midtown 
Manhattan, 25 college students are packed into the 
li ving room of a small apartment. The festivities are 
about to get underway, and in th is demographic, in 
this town, that typically means mind-altering sub
stances, which segue to deafening music, which ulti
mately leads to nudity. 

That's not happening here. There isn't a bong in 
sight, or a drop of liquor. Just 7Up and Edy's ice 
cream. And when the student in charge of this 
shindig says it's time for the evening to begin, he asks 
everyone to bow their heads and pray. 

"Dear Lord God, we thank You so much for this 
evening. God, I just say that we who believe in You, 
we trust You, Lord; we trust that You are working for 
good. 1 ask that You be glorified with the rest of us 
here. In Jesus's name, I pray." 

The main event, it turns out, is a thoroughly ear
nest, often witty and occasionally mind-pretzeling 
debate over John Calvin, the 16'h-century French 
Protestant. A young man named Anthony Randazza 
will argue in favor of Calvin's concept of predestina
tion and " irres istible grace," and his friend David 
Lapp will argue against. A moderator will keep each 
side to a five-minute opening statement, then a half
hour of mutual interrogation, fo llowed by questions 
from the audience. 
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If there is such a thing as the opposite of a drug
crazed rave, this is what it looks like. 

You may wonder who moves to Manhattan as an 
undergraduate and spends Saturday night parsing the 
words of a theologian. Here's a guess: no one except 
the students of t he King's College, an evangelical 
college located in the Empire State Building. 

The symbolism of the address did not escape the 
overseers of the King's, who moved the institu tion 
here from a village in Westchester County, N.Y. , in 
1999, after financial woes closed the school in t he 
mid- '90s. 

"What the King's College is doi ng is a beau tiful 
illustration of what Christ did," says Lapp. "H e came 
into the muck and mire of this world, and H e lived 
among men .... So that's fundamentally w hat we as 
Christ's followers are to do: go into those places 
where there is rea l h urt, real sin, and live among 
them and strive ro live the way of Christ." 

Ironica lly, what the King's College did not get 
when it moved into one of the world's tallest build
ings is a killer view. Most of student life happens on 
the lower level, which is underground. The class
rooms are there and so is t he student lounge. When 
the halls are filled with students, it feels like a heart
land social in a very large bunker. 

WALKING IN 
SON LIGH-T 

This summer, walk in Son 
Light with Abraham, Moses, 
Esther, Peter, and Paul. 

.... -,_...,....., God gave them very special 
missions, and each walked 
by faith toward a prize that 
blessed many. By their walks, 
they became champions and 
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ous light of God's Son, Je· 
sus Christ. Coming January, 
2008. 
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Esther: Save Your Friends (Esther 4:10-17, Esther 5:1 -3) 
Peter: Keep the Son in Your Eyes (Matthew 14:25-33) 

Paul: Be Chosen Vessels (Acts 9:3-18) 
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Indeed, the subtext of many conversations here 
is: "We know you think we're nutty, but if you listen, 
you' ll reali ze how perfectly sane we really are." 

Everyone here seems to relish being oumum
bered; you get the sense the students all come from 
places where they were surrounded by like-minded 
people and now they're tickled to be in the minority. 
They're also aware that in New York, many of their 
opinions- that God condemns homosexuality be
cause it says so in the Bible, for instance- are a kind 
of secular heresy. 

"At most co ll eges today, if you attack abortion , 
you' ll be mobbed by other students," says Marvin 
Olasky, who became provost in Ju ne of last year. 
"You don't have free discussions in the classroom." 

A gentle, nebbishy guy with thick glasses, Olasky 
is best known as the author of "The Tragedy of 
American Compassion." Olasky's path to the King's 
was hardly direct; he was born Jewish, grew up an 
atheist and was a certified pinko commie in his 20s, 
enthralled enough by the Soviet Union to hitch a ride 
on a freighter and tour the country. He became a 
Christian as a graduate student in American studies, 
in 1976, as he read a Russian vers ion of the Bible, 
hop ing to hone his language skills. 

"By the time I reached the Sermon on the Mount," 
he says, "I thought, 'This is the word of God."' 

New York City, according to Olasky and the rest 
of the King's elders, is the perfect place to teach the 
art of civilized debate. They believe a mistake was 
made a century ago when evangelicals began to leave 
urban centers, sequestering themselves in the sub
urbs and beyond, ceding cities to the forces of sin. 
The King's choice of loca tion is meant to prove a 
point: that the faithful do not need a moat between 
themselves and pop culture. 

Intelligent? 

• fowa State Uni versity regents, who ea rlier 
ru led against accepting ev idence or hearing testi
mony from a professor in a dispute over the school's 
denial of his tenure, now have turned down his ap
peal. 

The case involves Guillermo Gonzalez, an hon
ored assistant professor of astronomy who has been 
actively working o n theories of intelligent design, an 
effort that ultimately cost him his job, supporters say. 
The school has continued to deny the hand ling of 
Gonzalez' case was related to his support of ID, even 
though the Des Moines Register documented e-mails 
that confirmed Gonzalez' colleagues wanted him 

flushed out of the system fo r that reason. 
The newspaper reported what was revealed in e

mails was "contrary" to what ISU officials said when 
they rejected Gonzalez' request fo r tenure. 

"The board of regents would not allow into the 
record extensive e-mail documentation showing Dr. 
Gonzalez was denied tenure not due to his academic 
record, but because he supports intelligent design," 
said Casey Luskin, program officer in public policy 
and legal affairs for the Discovery Institute, where 
Gonzalez is a senior fellow. 

"Then the board refused Dr. Gonzalez the right 
to be heard through ora l arguments. Does it come as 
any surprise that n~w they denied his appeal?" 
Luskin asked . 

"We are extremely disappointed that the board 
of regents refused to give Dr. Gonzalez a fair hearing 
in his appeal," said Chuck Hurley, the professor's 
lawyer. "They say in Iowa that academjc freedom is 
supposed to be the ' foundation of the university.' 
That foundation is cracked." 

According to the Intelligent Design website, the 
theory confirms that certain features of the universe 
and of living things are best exp lained by an intelli
ge nt cause, not a random, undirected force such as 
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natural selection, which is part of the foundational 
fa ith of evolutionists (WorldNetDai ly, Feb. 10, 
2008). 

Islam 
• CAIR, t he Counci l on American-Islamic Rela

tions, was identified as an unindicred co-conspi rator 
in the Holy Land Foundation trial held last Septem
ber. Over a dozen individuals who have been in vari
ous leadership capacities with CAIR have been 
linked to terrori st activities. And now the federal 
government, in court papers fi led in December, has 
stated that "From irs found ing by Muslim Brother
hood leade rs, CAIR conspired with other affiliates of 
the Muslim Brotherhood to support terrorists." 

Yet all along CAIR has indignantly claimed it is a 
mainstream Islamic organi zation with no ties to ter
rorism or radical lslamists. All along CAlR has tried 
to intimidate and silence those who criticize it, some
rimes with lawsuits. 

M any of us in the forefront of the battle against 
radical Islam have been saying that CAIR's protesta
tions and tactics have been a smokescreen, intended 
to deceive the American public and American politi
cal leaders. We certainly feel vindicated by the 
government's new allegations that "the conspirators 
used deception to conceal from the American public 
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their connections to terrorists" (American Congress 
for Truth , Feb 15, 2008). 

HIV 

• FORT WORTH, Texas - Catholic church of
ficia ls in Texas say a priest accused of sexually abus
ing children is HIV positive.The Fort Worth diocese 
says the Rev. Philip Maga ldi recently told another 
priest that he has the disease that causes AIDS. 
Church officials say they believe he has been HIV 
positive since 2003.The diocese says it started alert
ing people who claim Magaldi assaulted them. 
Church officials also say they also notified parishes 
where Magaldi served. Magaldi was removed as a 
priest in 1999 after sexual misconduct allegations 
arose in Rhode Island and Fort Worth, Texas. 

Witchtraft 
• What is witchcraft? Is it the same as Wicca? Is 

it a form of Satan worship, as critics allege? Or can 
witches cast spells that somehow call forth the spirits 
beyond the world of nature to help them accomplish 
their wil l - whether good or evil? Is magic real? 
Why do witches often perform their ceremonies na
ked? And most of all, why do so many people today 
aspire to be witches? 

Wicca is an officia l, legal religion in the U.S., and 
a fast-growing one at rhat. Judges have ruled that 
witches must be allowed to lead prayers at local gov
ernment meetings, and that Wicc.an convicts must be 
provided with requested "sacred objects" so they can 
perform spells in their ce lls. Witches in the armed 
services have even formed covens and routinely 
"worship" on U.S. military bases. 

"Witchcraft, so rcery, magic a nd idol worship 
have been aro und since the earliest days of man," 
said WND Editor Joseph Farah . "They pre-dare 
Christianity - just as their practitioners like to point 
our with pride. But they do not pre-date the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They are, in facr, part of a 
rebellion against Him and His laws." 

Wicca is intentionally shrouded in mystery 
(WorldNetDai ly.com). 

Sounds Fishy 
• Rachel Feather, 21, legally changed her last 

name to FisbingHurts because, she believes, fish are 
" the forgotten animal," according to People for the 
Ethical Treatment of An imals (PETA). 

That, ahd she's a die-hard PETA fa n. She took 
the slogan from the group's Web site on fishing. 

Feather- who apparently wasn't worried about 



offending birds by dropping her original sur
name - requested the replacement be the full 
FishingHurts.com. But a judge thought that was a bit 
too fishy. He refused to let the Flagstaff resident use 
".com" as part of her new moniker, PETA said. 

"I hope that by changing my name, people will 
be inspired to trade in their fishing rods tor hiking 
boots and their fish sandwiches for veggie burgers," 
FishingHurts said in a statement released by PETA. 

Feather became a vegetarian at the age of 13 on a 
dare, according to PETA. 

"Fish should be respected, not mutilated on 
hooks or dragged up from the sea," she said. "I'll re
mind people of that every time they say or read my 
name." 

Anger or Madness 
• ST. PAUL, Minn. - Authorities in Minnesota ac

cuse a man en route to anger management class of 
striking a woman after becoming, well, angry. 

Justin John Boudin pleaded guilty Friday to fifth
degree assault in Ramsey County District Court. 

The county attorney's office says the 27-year-old 
can expect to face a sentence for time served in jail, 
at least 120 days, and probation when he is sen
tenced May 5. 

According to a criminal complaint, Boudin was 
waiting at a bus stop on Aug. 29 when he accosted a 
59-year-old woman and others. 

The complaint alleges that when she took out a 
cell phone to call police, she was hit in the face, and 
a 63-year-old man who tried to stop the assailant was 
then hit with a blue folder - which fell on the 
ground. 

Police tracked the man down through the folder, 
which included Boudin's name and anger manage
ment homework. 

Boswell-Hardentan 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music in the Worship 
conducted in the Ryman Auditorium Nashville, Tennessee 

May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 

Ape or Man? 
• LONDON - After the Sunday service in West

minster Chapel, where worshipers were exhorted 
to wage the "culture war" in the World War II spirit 
of Winston Churchill, cabbie James McLean deliv
ered his verdict on Charles Darwin's theory of evolu
tion. 

"Evolution is a lie, and it's being taught in schools 
as fact and it's leading our kids in the wrong direc
tion," said McLean, chatting outside the chapel. "But 
now people like Ken Ham are tearing evolution to 
. " p1eces. 

Ken Ham is the founder of Answers in Genesis, a 
Kentucky-based organization that is part of an ambi
tious effort to bring creationist theory to Britain and 
the rest of Europe. McLean is one of a growing num
ber of evangelicals embracing that message - that 
the true history of the Earth is told in the Bible, not 
Darwin's "The Origin of Species." 

Not Welcome 
• Leaders of the U.S. Episcopal Church were told 

once and for all on Monday that the gay man they 
elevated to bishop will not be allowed to attend a 
top, once-a-decade worldwide Anglican Church 
meeting this summer. 

It feels as if, instead of leaving the 99 sheep in 
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search of the one, my chief pastor and shepherd, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury (Rowan Williams), 
has cur me our of the herd," said Bishop Gene 
Robinson of New Hampshire, after receiving the de
fin iti ve word that he will be excluded from the Angli 
can Communion's Lambeth Conference in England. 

It was the U.S . church's consecration of Robi nson 
in 2003 as the first bishop known to be in an openly 
gay rela tionship in more than fo ur centuries of Angl i
can Church histo ry that jo lted the 77 million-member 
global church, already di vided over biblical interpre
tation, the ordination of women and the blessing of 
same-sex umons. 

Robinson's exclusion from the Lambeth Confer
ence had previously been announced. But the 2.4 
million-member Ep iscopa l Church, Anglicanism's 
U.S. branch, had been negotiating the issue, hoping 
to change the situation. 

A ream of bishops assigned to negotiate the issue 
with the Archbishop o f Canterbury's office told the 
meeting it had been informed that a full invitation 
was not possib le; that a retreat planned during the 
meeting in July at Canterbury Cathedral was closed 
to uninvited guests and media; and that there was no 
room for an "observer" a t the Lambeth sessions. 

Cruelty to Animals 
• STUART - Police arrested a 28-year-old man 

Sunday on a cruelty to animals charge after he yelled 
an obscenity at a po li ce dog in a patro l vehicle, ac
cording to an arrest affidavit. 

Police say Rogers yelled an obscene statement in 
the window as he walked past a patrol vehicle that 
contained a patrol dog "causing (the dog's) behavior 
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to become overloaded, tormenting the dog," the affi
davit states. 

Same-sex Divorce 
• When her three-year-old marri age broke up, the 

44-year-old doctor assumed she and her ex wo uld 
split their property and jointly parent their two chil
dren. H er stay-at-home spo use wanted sole custody 
and the right to move the children out of Massachu
setts. 

In pretrial motions, both parents made the same 
argument ro a judge: The children should be with 
me; I'm their mother. 

For years, famil y court judges leaned toward a 
maternal preference when it came to custody dis
putes. But what to do when both parents are women, 
or neither is? Judges in Massachusetts have been grap
pling with that question since gay and lesbian couples 
began fi ling for divorce in 2004, seven months after 
the state Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage. 

Nearly 10,000 gay and lesbian couples married 
after the ruling. Massachusetts does not keep records 
on the number who have divorced, bur lawyers who 
specialize in family cases say it is in the dozens. 
Those who choose to end their marriages soon dis
cover that the trauma of divorce is compounded by 
legal and financ ial difficulties that heterosexual 
couples generally are spared. 

"One of the benefits of marri age is divorce," said 
Joyce Kauffman, a Boston divorce lawyer who has 
handled a dozen same-sex divorce cases. "Bur fo r a lor 
of couples, that benefit is very complicated and very 
costly in ways that heterosexual couples wou ld never 
have to experience" (The Washington Post, J an. 1, 
2008). 

Not Treated As fairly 
• In the case of the doctor, she and her spouse 

each gave birth to a boy fathered by the same sperm 
donor. They then adopted one ano ther 's sons. Bio
logically, their children are half-siblings; legally, they 
are full brothers. 

"Up to now, I've been lucky wit h the court," said 
the doctor, who spoke on the condition of anonym
ity so as nor to prejudice her court case. "Giving 
birth to one of our children has given me leeway be
cause judges often show a preference toward a bio
logical mother. I've spoken to o ther lesbian women 
who were in a similar si tuation, except that they 
were not the biological mothers of their children, 
and, in my opinion, they were not treated as fai rly by 
the COLI rt. " 



For same-sex couples, divorce can be financially 
ruinous. Heterosexual couples claim a tax deduction 
for alimony payments, but that benefit is not avail
able to gay and lesbian spouses because the Internal 
Revenue Service does not recognize their marriages. 

In 1996, Congress passed, and President Bill 
Clinton signed, the Defense of Marriage Act, which 
says that no state is required to recognize a same-sex 
marriage that occurred in another state. States that 
do not recognize those marriages "would probably 
not divorce a same-sex couple from Massachusetts," 
said a 2004 handbook on marriage produced by the 
Massachusetts Lesbian and Gay Bar Association. 

Under Massachusetts law, both people seeking a 
divorce must reside in the state. That left Cassandra 
Ormiston and Margaret Chambers of Rhode Island 
in a bind. The two were wed in Massachusetts in 

Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Question: Please discuss 1 John 3:9 in your "Q 
and N.' column. 

Answer: The passage reads in the English Stan
.t'l.dard Version, "No one born of God makes a 
practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and 
he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of 
God." Usually (and correctly) teachers commenting 
on this verse, whatever translation they are teaching 
from, point out that John used a verb tense for "doth 
not commit sin" (KJV) and "cannot sin" (KJV) that 
conveys the idea of continuous action. The idea John 
is setting forth is that the child of God does not give 
himself to the continuous practice of sin. 

John is dealing in this letter with a heresy which 
affected those who followed after it in three signifi
cant ways: they propagated a false doctrine concern
ing Christ by denying that he really came in the flesh 
(1 John 4:3); they lived unrighteous and sinful lives, 
probably believing their philosophical and esoteric 
knowledge of God freed them from any obligation to 

2004, soon after the state legalized same-sex mar
riages. But in 2006, they filed for divorce in their 
home state, where the law is silent on whether such 
marriages are legal. 

The divorce issue then fell to the Rhode Island 
Supreme Court, which ruled in December that the 
state's family court lacks the authority to grant a di
vorce for same-sex couples because the state legisla
ture has not defined marriage as anything other than 
a union between a man and a woman. 

"There is now no way for me to get divorced un
less I move back to Massachusetts, establish resi
dency and then wait a year before I file, and I simply 
will not do that," a bitter Ormiston said after the rul
Ing. 

["0 What a Tangled Web We Weave ... " Sir Walter 
Scott] 

deny the flesh (1 John 3:3-10); and they despised 
their brethren, especially those they felt did not have 
the special "knowledge" of God they thought they 
had (1 John 4:7-8) . 

John moves from one to another of these three 
ideas and back again throughout the epistle. One 
does not truly "know God, he insists, unless he be
lieves in Christ's incarnation, unless his life reflects 
the righteousness and light of Christ, and unless he 
loves his brethren. He is addressing the second of 
these points in the verse asked about. 

Any claim to sinless perfection leads to arrogance 
and pride and away, therefore, from God (Luke 
18:10-14; James 4:6). Any doctrine that makes 
sinless perfection a requirement for salvation leads 
necessarily either to self-righteousness or despair. It 
is proper, therefore, to point out the universality of 
sin in all Christians so that we will not give up in de
spair when we realize we have sinned (1 John 11:8-
2:2). In such contexts it is proper to say, "Remember, 
we are all sinners." 
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However, Christians must also remember that 
we are called to a life of holiness, that is, of separa
tion from sin. The Bible makes it clear throughout 
the New Testament that there is a Christian life, a life 
of righteousness, which is totally different form the 
life of the flesh or the world. To say, "We are all sin
ners" in any context that suggests that Christians can 
be content to live like the world, misses the whole 
thrust of the gospel as far in one direction as the idea 
that man earns his salvation by his own righteousness 
misses it in the other. 

1 John 3 :9 says that one whose life is given over 
to sin and characterized by it cannot claim to be born 
of God or to know him. 

Another problem in the verse is the meaning of 
the expression, "for God's seed abides in him," which 
is given as the reason why one born of God can
not continue in sin. If "God's seed" means "God's 
offspring," then "abides in him' means "abides in 
God;" the text is then saying, "because we abide 
in God we cannot go on sinning." The Revised Stan
dard Version (RSV) suggests this meaning in a foot
note. 

It is more likely, however, that the passage refers 
to God's seed abiding in the one who has been born of 
God. What is the seed which God puts in the believer 
that prevents his continually practicing sin? Some say 
his Spirit, some his Divine Nature. Many commenta
tors, however, point to the frequency with which 
"seed" refers to the word of God: "Since you have 
been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imper
ishable, through the living and abiding word of God" 
(1 Pet. 1:23); "Of his own will he brought us forth by 
the word of truth" Uames 1:18); "The seed is the 
word of God" (Luke 8: 11). In a similar vein, Paul says, 
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly" (Col. 
3: 16). The Psalmist had said, "I have stored up your 
word in my heart, that I might not sin against you" (Ps. 
119: 11). 

The following paraphrase suggests the likely 
meaning of the verse. "Whoever is the offspring of 
God does not make sin his usual practice. He has the 
word of God in his mind and heart and that word 
protects him against sin and shows him the way of 
escape. He cannot continually practice sin because sin 
is contrary to the nature of one who is a child of God." 
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Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun to 
perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 
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((The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his}} 2 Timothy 2:19. 2008 

I Vol. 123 Houston, Texas • March 2008 No.3 

(This article was written by a brilliant man of an earlier generation. His contribution to the good of the 
brotherhood of Christ is immeasurable and continuing. We reprint his well-done article in the hope that it will 
help us to keep our feet firmly planted on eternal verities. It will do you good to ponder this piece.) 

A Church lnspeded 
By J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

Fear not ; I am the first and the last and 
the living one. I was dead, and behold I am 
alive foreve rmore, and I have the keys of 

death and of hades. Write therefore, the things which 
thou sawest, and the things which are, and the things 
which shall come to pass hereafter (Rev. 1:17 -19). 

We learn from Irem~us, a noted Christian writer, 
who was born near the beginning of the second cen
tury and lived to the end of it, that the Book of Rev
elation was written in the first century of ou r era; 
and as the Apostle John was very nearly of the same 
age with our Lord, he must have been near ninety 
years o f age at the time. The circumstances under 
which it was written were very impressive. As he 
states in a previous verse, he had been a companion 
of rhe churches of Asia in tribulation and the pa
tience of the Lord Jesus Christ, and he was now in 
rhe Isle of Patmos for rhe testimony of the Lord and 
the word of Jesus. This evidently means that he had 
been banished to this island as part of a persecution 
which had been visited upon these seven Churches, 
and perhaps others. It was a lonely, rocky island; one 
without so il to invite the agriculturist, and conse-

quently almost uninhabited, lying in what we call the 
Archi pelago, about twenty miles from the Asiatic 
shore. It was a very sad circumstance that a man of 
his age was thus banished from his friends, from his 
brethren, from the churches in which he had been la
boring. W hen the Lord's day rolled around in that 
rocky island, he could not go to Church. There was 
no assembl y of the saints in which he could enjoy 
their fellowship in the worship of God. There was no 
Lord's table spread, where he could commune with 
the Lord in the elements of his dying love. I suppose 
that Jo hn had never passed a Lord's day since great 
Pentecost, sixty years ago, without breaking the loaf 
with his brethren; without meeting them to sound 
the praise of God and engage in holy wo rship; but 
now he has to forego all these pleasures and enjoy
ments. Still, we learn from the statement of the text, 
that on the Lord's day he was in t he Spirit, just as we 
would expect. T hough alone, so far as all earthly fel
lowship was concerned, he was in full communion 
with the Spirit of God. 

Did you ever spend a Lord's day - a rainy or a 
stormy day, shut up alone, w ith nothing to read? 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

As the Worm Turns 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

M ny expressions in English indicate the circuitous nature 
of things. "What goes around, comes around," for in
stance. Or "the pendulum swings back." Or, "history re

peats itself." We see many circles in nature and in human 
behavior. 

Solomon commented on this when he wrote in Ecclesiastes 
1:4-10: 

4 One generation goeth, and another generation cometh; 
but the earth abideth for ever. 

5 The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and 
hasteth to its place where it ariseth. 

6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about 
unto the north; it turneth about continually in its course, 
and the wind returneth again to its circuits. 

7 All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full; unto 
the place whither the rivers go, thither they go again. 

8 All things are full of weariness; man cannot utter it: the 
eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hear
ing. 

9 That which hath been is that which shall be; and that 
which hath been done is that which shall be done: and 
there is no new thing under the sun. 

10 Is there a thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? 
it hath been long ago, in the ages which were before us. 

Solomon, of course, was talking about ideas and not scientific 
inventions. Automobiles and airplanes are recent and constitute 
something new, but veracity and morals do not change. God is un
changing in his essence and is consistent in his character, but he 
may change his mind and his law with this caveat: the mind and 
law of God will not change when he has pronounced a restriction 
or condition. 

Examples of Unchanging Things 
There are many examples of God setting something in stone and it 
cannot change. 

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token 
of a covenant between me and the earth. 

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud, 



15 And I will remember my covenant, 
which is between me and you and every liv
ing creature of all flesh. And the waters 
shall no more become a flood to destroy all 
flesh (Gen. 9:13-15). 

God made a covenant with the earth that there 
would never again be a universal flood ... there may 
and will be local floods, or even regional floods, but 
no worldwide flood. 1 

God also said, "While the earth remaineth, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and sum
mer and winter, and day and night shall not cease" 
(Gen. 8 :22). Two things follow: 

1. The intimation is that the earth will someday 
be destroyed, and 

2. Radical environmentalists need to study this 
covenant God made with us and reconsider their 
baseless fears and unsupportable claims. 

Still another example is the God-breathed state
ment, "I was constrained to write unto you exhort
ing you to contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered unto the saints" Oude 3). 

The new covenant is a "once for all delivered" 
faith. The faith was delivered in the first century of 
our age and the curtain of revelation closed. There 
has been no additional revelation from God since the 
last writer of the New Testament laid down his pen. 2 

Folks who think God is indicating what they should 
do and think and say by immediate revelation should 
pay attention. 

Changing Things 
Humans are often wrong. A watchword of history is 
that man is finite. The Bible certifies that humans are 
limited and frequently mistaken. 3 

For proof of that proposition I need only to ap
peal to your own experience. Every person who 
knows his heart and his history knows that he is con
sistently incorrect in his judgment and behavior. 
Even the most circumspect is liable to unfair, unjust, 
and injurious acts. 

Or, to put it another way, we all "sin and fall 

1 Regional floods do occur and prove that the Genesis flood was not a regional flood, but 
covered the entire earth and destroyed "all flesh. •• God made a solemn agreement with us 
that the type flood described in Genesis would never again occur. 
2 This is eminently fair, as is becoming to God, because if there is fresh revelation from 
God in the current age then all those who lived in ages past were bereft of that information 
and consequently deprived, which would be unfair. People who think that by studying the 
newspaper they can learn what God is doing in the world today and gain from that infor
mation not previously available are self deluded and delude others. 
3 Any mortal who says what the Bible says is infallibly right. Any mortal who says what the 
Bible does not say is fallibly wrong. 
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short of the glory of God." "There is none righteous, 
no not one." 

Men have the indisputable ability to come up 
with nu tty ideas. They also have the ability to sell 
their stupid notions to their fellows. Propaganda 
may spread the infection of falsehood to an alarming 
degree. 

Take, for instance, the fabrication that the human 
species evolved from a lower life order. Groves of 
academe latched on to this persistent false psychotic 
belief and began to trumpet the overabundant igno
rance of evolutionism. 

They thought it was new, when it was only un
tested. They thought that it was intelligent, when it 
was destitute of real knowledge.4 

Anyway, people who thought of themselves as in
tellectuals grabbed the ball and ran not only toward 
the wrong goal but completely off the reservation. 

A new day dawns . . . 
Now the worm may be turning ... what has gone 

around may be coming around ... t he pendulum may 
be swinging back. 

A growing number of celebrated scientists are 
taking a new look at the claims of the evolutionists 
and beginning to say that a supreme intelligence 
must be behind the universe. 

Dr. S. Lovtrup, Professor of Zoophysiology, Uni
versity of Umea, Sweden, wrote: " I suppose nobody 
will deny that it is a great misfortune, if an entire 
branch of science becomes addicted to a false theory. 
But this is what has happened in biology. I believe 
that one day the Darwinian myth will be ranked the 
greatest deceit in the history of science. When this 
happens many people will pose the question: 'How 
did this ever happen?'" 

Anthony Flew, renowned atheist philosopher, 
caused quite a stir when he came to accept the case 
for Intelligent Design: "It now seems to me that the 
finds of more than fifty years of DNA research have 

• Some things are not provable. The preponderance of demonstrab le 
facts may support a hypothesis bur thar is not proof. It is nor possible ro 
prove special creation as outlined in the opening chapter of rhc Bible, 
but the evidence supporting the distinct possibility of such creation de
mands that the position be accepted. It is not possible to prove evolu
tionism (i.e. that man descended as a result of organic changes wirhin 
his essential structure). Scientific observation is beginni ng ro show rhat 
the theory of organic evolution as an explanation of the origin of rhe 
species is false. 
5 Go ro WWW.DisscnrFromDarwin.org for a 17 page list of scientists 
who say, "We are skeptical of claims for rhe ability of random murarion 
and natural selectio n ro account for the complexity of life. Careful ex
amination of rhe evidence for Darwinisn theory should be encouraged." 
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provided materials for a new and enormously power
ful argument to design."5 

"Darwinism is a trivial idea that has been elevated 
to the status of the scientific theory that governs mod
ern biology," says Dr. Michael Egnor, a professor of 
neurosurgery and pediatrics at State University of 
New York, and an award winning brain surgeon. 

"More scientists than ever before are now stand
ing up and saying that it is time to rethink Darwin 's 
theo ry of evolution in light of new scientific evi
dence that shows the theory is inadequate," said 
John West, associate director of the Center for Sci
ence & Culture. " Darwinists are busy making up 
holidays to turn Charles Darwin into a saint, even as 
the evidence supporting his theory crumbles and 
more and more scientific challenges to it emerge." 

Special Creation's Time Has Come ... Again 

Ben Stein, whose credentials are impeccable, is pre
senting a new movie, Expelled: No Intelligence Al
lowed, that could well have an irresistible impact on 
our society. He is calling for recognition of the fact 
that out of nothing come nothing and since some
thing exists there must have always been a supreme 
original First Cause. 

Stein is set to storm America with his highly con
troversial upcoming movie. 

We should be involved from the ge t-go. It is a 
marvelous opportunity to promote the truth of the 
Bible and to teach what the Word of God says about 
one body, one spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, and one God. 
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A Church Inspected 
(continued from page 1) 

What a day for reminiscences! What a day for a man 
to run back and live over all the scenes of the past 
which are worth remembering, and even those you 
would like to forget! And do you not suppose that 
this old man's memory was at work that lonely day? 
I cannot think otherwise. And when he looked back, 
how varied the pathway of his long life. He could re
member very well that morning, long ago, when he 
was fishing with his brother James, and his father, 
and the hired servants, and the new Light that had 
sprung up in Galilee came by and said, "Follow me." 
He left all and followed. How well he could remem
ber when he, and his brother James, and Peter, were 
waked up on the mountain top in the night to see the 
glorious transfiguration of the son of God, to see 
Moses and Elijah in glory, and to hear them talking 
about the coming death of Jesus. And when he sat 
down to the Lord's table to break the loaf, it was not 
with him as it is with you and me, the recalling of 
something he had read about, but the recalling of 
that which he had witnessed with his own eyes, 
when, alone of all the male disciples, he stood before 
the cross and witnessed the agony of his dying Sav
ior. How well he could remember the day when he 
and Peter went up into the temple, and, while Peter 
was delivering his second great sermon, the two 
were seized by rude soldiers and dragged away to 
prison; the day, when, a little later, all of the twelve 
were seized and dragged away to prison, and re
leased with a whipping of thirty-nine lashes on the 
naked back. And then his brother James, his older 
brother, how well he remembered the time, fifty 
years ago, when the cruel tyrant Herod had be
headed him. And then Peter, side by side with whom 
he had fought so many battles of the Lord - Peter 
had now been nearly thirty years in the other world. 
Paul had been gone the same length of time. Indeed, 
it seems to have been the death of Paul, who had 
planted all these churches in the western part of the 
world, that caused John, about thirty years previous 
to this occasion, to come out west, and make his 
home at Ephesus, where he might give apostolic 
oversight to the churches that had been deprived of 
their apostle. His own city of Jerusalem had now 
been a ruin for twenty-six years, and his nation had 

been scattered to the winds. When John thought of 
all these things, if he had been familiar with our 
hymn book, it seems to me that one stanza at least 
would have occurred to his mind. 

"Many friends were gathered round me in the 
bright days of the past, But the grave has closed 
above them, And I linger here, the last." 

This would have made him sad, unless there had 
come to him this brighter thought, I can not linger 
here much longer, I will soon be with Jesus and my 
old companions. 

I do not think it possible, that in the midst of 
such reminiscences as these, John could have failed 
to think of another incident - of that morning, 
when, after fishing with six others all night and 
catching nothing, the Lord appeared on the shore 
and called them. He called them to a breakfast of 
broiled fish and bread, and doubtless they enjoyed it 
as only hungry and tired men can. When they got 
through, a most interesting conversation followed. 
When He started away, Peter, you remember, fol
lowed; and Jesus said to him, "When thou wast 
young, thou didst gird thyself, and wentest 
whithersoever thou wouldst," - a strong, indepen
dent, brave man - "but when thou shalt be old thou 
shalt stretch out thy hands and others shall gird thee 
and carry thee whither thou wouldst not"; signifying 
by what death Peter should glorify the Lord, a death 
with his hands stretched out on the cross. Peter 
turned and saw John coming. He says, "Lord, what 
shall this man do?" They were two very devoted 
friends, Peter and John. "If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee?" From this remark, the 
report went out that John was never to die; that he 
was to live on till the second and final coming of the 
Lord. But John, who writes this, is careful to add, he 
did not say that that disciple should not die, but, "If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?" 
Well, now, while John is spending this lonely Lord's 
day here on the rocky island, perhaps on the sea 
shore, looking out over the waves breaking at his 
feet, must he not have asked himself for· perhaps the 
thousandth time, What did the Lord mean? "If I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?" I have 
tarried till all the others have gone; almost another 
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life time has passed away since the last of them died, 
and what does the Lord mean? We can imagine that 
he was dwelling on that very question when he heard 
a voice behind him, which he compares in one breath 
to the sound of a trumpet, and in another to the 
sound of many waters, the great waves of the sea 
breaking on the rocky shore. He turned to see, and 
there stood a glorious being, unlike anything that 
ever walked this earth; so glorious that John fell like 
a dead man at his feet. He had seen many a won
drous sight, but this was the most overwhelming that 
he had ever seen. And yet, while his eyes were still 
open, he saw that this being, glorious and wondrous 
as he was, looked like the Son of man. There was still 
a resemblance to his Master, though so greatly 
changed. Brethren, it seems to me that this contains a 
hint to us. When He comes, and we meet him, we 
shall be like him, we shall see him as he is; but I think 
our old friends will say of every one of us, That looks 
like him. We can still be recognized. 

Falling like a dead man, John lay there until the 
strange being laid his right hand on him, and said, 
"Fear not; I am the first, and the last, and the living 
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forever
more, and I have the keys of death and of hades." 
Then he knew it was the Son of man; and he knew 
that he had tarried until the Lord had come again. 
The Lord had been away from earth for sixty years 
or more, but he had come back again. John did not 
know at the moment what he had come back for, but 
he soon learns. Jesus says to him, "Write," get your 
writing material and "Write the things which thou 
hast seen; the things that are; and the things that 
shall be." Write it in a book, and send what you write 
to those seven churches. He has come down then, af
ter being in heaven on his great white throne for 
sixty years, to dictate some letters to seven churches, 
to reveal through John to these churches, and 
through them to all the churches, some things that 
are yet to be. He has come to add to the revelations 
that had been closed up, another chapter - an ap
pendix. 

The Lord proceeds first to explain the seven 
golden candlesticks in the midst of which he was 
standing when John beheld him, and the seven stars 
that were clustered about his right hand. He says, 
these seven golden candlesticks are the seven 
churches. Brethren, why did the Lord select a golden 
candlestick to represent a church? The church is 
planted in every community to give light, as the 
candlestick holds up the light for all in the apart-
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ment; and in the eye and mind of the great Head of 
the Church, one of His congregations here on earth 
must not be represented by a tin candlestick, or one 
of pewter, or one of brass, or one of silver. It must be 
represented by pure gold, 0 my brethren, that shows 
the Lord's estimate of a church that bears his name, 
and honors it; pure gold - nothing less can be a fair 
symbol of a church of the living God. You do not 
know how bright and beautiful a thing, in the eyes of 
heaven, a faithful church is. You find fault with it 
sometimes. Be careful. 

And he says, "The seven stare in my right hand 
are"- as it is translated in our version- "the an
gels of the seven churches." The Greek word com
monly translated angel, is so rendered correctly 
when it refers to one of the heavenly beings; but 
when it refers to an earthly being, as it often does, 
the correct rendering of it is messenger. When John 
sent messengers to Jesus from his prison, they are 
called by the same Greek word translated angels, 
called messengers because they were human beings; 
and when the Savior, going toward Jerusalem, sent 
messengers before his face to prepare lodging for 
Him and His twelve disciples, the same word is there 
rendered messengers, because they were men. We are 
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ro determine w hether angel o r messenger should be 
the wo rd in English by ascerta ining w ho m it repre
sents. I do not learn from any othe r po rti o n of the 
Scri pture anything about an angel of a church; that 
is, a heavenly messenger for a church; but the 
churches did o ften send human messenge rs, o ne of 
the ir own number or more than one, and I think 
there is an exce llent reason to suppose that these 
seven churches sent messengers ro John at this time. 
Now, think o f it. H ere is the old Apostl e, ninety odd 
years of age, who was looked up ro as a spiritual fa 
the r by a ll the living church at that time, because he 
was the on ly one of the twelve apostl es yet a live, and 
he was most tenderl y beloved by a ll. When he wrote 
his epistles, he called all the brethren and sisters his 
littl e children-even th e oldest. H e is bani shed from 
their midst on that is land out th ere , w hich you can 
see in a clear day if you stand upo n a high hil l o n th e 
main shore. Do you suppose they went right on with 
their dai ly routine of business, and the ir wee kly 
church meetings, and never made any inqui ry abo ur 
the o ld man, as ro whether he was sick o r well , alive 
o r dead; w hether he had the necessa ry comforts of 
li fe? 1 suppose it likely tha t I add ress some fathers 
and mothers here today, if not, I do some brothers 
and sisters, who remember the time when there was 
a boy up yo nder on Johnson's Is land in Lake Erie, o r 
one in Camp Chase, at Chicago. Did yo u want ro 
know something about him ? D id yo u want to find 
out from week to week whether he was sick or well ; 
ali ve o r dead ? Did you try to communicate with him 
when armed guards stood around his camp to keep 
yo u from getting something to him, and getting a 
message back from him? Well now, if these churches 
let that o ld Apostl e rema in our there without trying 
ro communicate with him; w itho ut sending some
body our in a boat, o r in some way, ro see how the 
old man was, ro carry some comforts to him, and ro 
get a message from him, they would not have de
served the name of Christians. I am sure t hey sent. In 
a calm day, when the waters are smooth - I sa iled 
six days on the Adriatic Sea with scarcel y a ripple o n 
the surface th e who le time - it wo uld be easy for a 
stro ng man to row out the re and get the news, and a 
brave man would take th e risk o f a sudden storm. 
And whom would the churches send as a messenger 
to the o ld Apostle? Would they pick o ur some gidd y 
headed, thoughtless youth? Some careless an d indif
ferent member of th e church ? I suppose not. I sup
pose they wou ld se lect some mature, strong, brave 
member, who wou ld be a conge nial companion for 

the Apostl e w hen he got the re, who cou ld enter inro 
full sympath y w ith him, and who wou ld remember 
well the b lessed words t hat he would send back to 

them. In other wo rds, they would send some choice 
spirit of the chu rch. And so I am su re they d id. 

And now the Lord says, "These seven stars are 
the messengers of th ese seven churches"; and t his 
gives us some idea how Christ regards those true, 
strong, brave, fa ithfu l men in the church . Pau l's esti
mate was placed upo n them when he said of certain 
bre thren concerning w hom he speaks in Second 
Corinthians, "If any man inquires o f these brethren, 
te ll th em that th ey are th e messengers of the 
churches, and th e glory of C hrist." Think now of 
three men who are messengers of the chu rches being 
the glo ry of Christ. That is w hat Paul sty led them. 
And j esus dep icts them as bright stars, so bright that 
they shone in the day t ime, cl ustered about His right 
hand , which ho lds them up. Brethren, that is C hr ist 's 
estimate of those men in a church, to whom the 
brethren and sisters look as leaders, o n whom they 
lay responsib ili ty when some important mission is ro 
be executed; the choice spirits of the church of God. 
T hey are bright stars in the eyes of the great Head o f 
the C hu rch, and His own almighty right hand up
ho lds them. Do not speak lightly of such men. Raise 
your hat in thei r presence; honor them and love 
them. 0 what would the church be if a ll men of that 
class we re taken out o f it? W hat would become of 
th e rest of us? H ere t hen th e Savior revea ls to this 
o ld Apostle a fact which might be expressed in these 
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words: Tho ugh I h ave been up yonder in Heaven 
seated on t he throne, all the angels worshipping me, 
and all the worlds under my control, I at the same 
time have been walking abo ut among my churches, 
the go lden candlesti cks, and I have had my right 
hand held our all the ti me to hold up the brave, true 
men that have contended for my name and my honor 
in the midst of an accusing world . 

Now H e says "Write." I wish I had t ime to ca ll 
your attention to all seven of the letters that He now 
dictates. We shall speak of only one. 

"To the angel - to the messenger - of t he 
Church of Ephesus, wri te ." There has been a great 
deal of discussion about how the insp ired penmen 
were d irected by the Holy Spirit in w riting. There 
can not be any discussion about these epistles. They 
are really the episd es of the Lord Jesus H imself
the only documents H e ever wro te. And He wrote 
them just in the same way that Paul wro te the epistles 
to the Romans. Paul spoke, and Tertius the scri be 
wrote down the words as they fell from his lips. Now 
J esus speaks, and J ohn with pen in hand, writes 
down the words as they fall from H is lips. And when 
that le tter was written, and carried by that good man 
to Ephesus, it was a letter from the Lord Jesus Christ 
to the church at Ephesus. W hen he returned, of 
course the brethren and sisters gathered around and 
asked him how the Apostle was. H ow is the good old 
father John? Is he alive ? Is he well ? And these ques
tions were answered. Bur then the man held up the 
prec ious document - it could all be written on a 
piece of paper as large as my hand - He says, "H ere 
is a letter that the Lord Jesus has dictated, and John 
has written, and given it to me to bring horne; and it 
is a letter addressed to our church." What an inter
esting document ro the members of that congrega
tion. If this church should receive a letter known to 
h ave been w ritten by the Lord Jesus Christ, and ad
dressed to th is church, with what trembling anx iety 
we should all wish ro read it! 

When the next Lord 's day rolled around - or 
perhaps they did not wait till Lord 's day -the news 
had buzzed around all through the city that th is let
ter had been rece ived, and when the hour of meeting 
came, I judge that no member of that chu rch was ab
sent that day. They were all present with breath less 
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anxiety. T he good man stands up at the appointed 
hour to read the letter to them. It begins thus: 
"These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in 
his right hand; and that walketh in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks." This of course needed 
explanation, and the reader had to stop and expla in 
it, as it was explained to John. "I know thy works, 
and thy roi l and patience. "And that made the mi nds 
of the brethren run back upon all the works they had 
done, upon all the roil they had passed through as a 
church, and all the patience that they had shown in 
bearing up under the ills and disappointments of life . 
And the Lord says, I know that. I was watching; I 
was not far off, out of reach, or ou t of sympathy with 
you. And he means too, that he approved of it. That 
was cheering. 

"And I know that thou canst not bear evil men, 
and didst try them who call ed themselves apostles, 
and are not, and didst find t hem false." H ere is an al
lusion to what m ust have been a terrible crisis in the 
history of that church. It seems from the words em
ployed, that there had come among them men who 
claimed to be apostles. T hey must have been vener
able men. They m ust have had the appearance of 
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wise and good men, to set up such a claim. I suppose 
that they did not claim to be some of the original 
twelve - such a claim would be too preposterous -
but of the class like Barnabas and Silas, who were 
called Apostles in a secondary sense. Such men had 
come among them, and of course when they first 
came, everybody was glad to see them. Everybody 
was glad to hear them speak, and pray; glad to sit at 
their feet and learn from them. But bye-and-bye 
there arose suspicions in the minds of some, as to 
whether they were not impostors; and don't you 
know that the first man who whispered that suspi
cion was met with sh- sh? Don't whisper anything 
against such good men as these. But the suspicion 
arose again, here and there, and the watchful elders 
whom Paul had told to watch against just such per
sons, began to feel sure that these men were not 
what they pretended to be, and they took the neces
sary steps for their exposure. They are exposed and 
found to be false, and cast out of the church. No 
church ever passed through such a scene as that 
without some of the members feeling, Perhaps we 
did wrong. Perhaps we were too severe with them. 
But now, after a good long time had passed, the Lord 
Jesus, who knew their works, their toil, and their pa
tience, applauds them. He applauds them because 
they could not bear evil men, and had tried those 
men and found them false. In other words, he ap-

' plauds that church for the strict discipline which it 
had maintained. They did not tolerate in their mem
bership, wicked men. No matter what the plausible 
appearance of their lives and professions was, they 
were detected in their falsehood, exposed and cast 
out. And for that the Lord applauds them. Brethren, 
I am afraid that there are a good many churches in 
our day, who, if they should receive a letter from the 
Lord Jesus, would not hear such applause as that. Let 
us remember that the Lord is still inspecting His 
churches. 

The reader goes on, and I think that before he 
read the next sentence, the good man must have 
paused and taken a long breath; for, here it is: "But, I 
have this against thee." And what is it? "That thou 
didst leave thy first love." When those words, "first 
love" fell upon their ears, what a quickening of 
memory! How quickly they carried the mind of ev
ery member back to that blessed hour, when, first 
having confessed the Savior and turned away from 
sin, and been buried in baptism, and risen to walk in 
the new life the love that fled the soul passed all un-' . 
derstanding, and made everything on earth appear 1n 

a new light, - when the love of God, and the love of 
men, overflowed with tears of gratitude and thanks
giving. "Thou hast left thy first love." 

Where is the blessedness I knew 
When first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul refreshing view 
Of Jesus and his Word? 
What peaceful hours I once enjoyed -
How sweet their memory still; 
But they have left an aching void 
The world can never fill." 

That is the sad wail of a soul which has left its 
first love. It was enough in the way of reproach; the 
remedy follows next. There must be a remedy for 
that departure. The remedy is, "Remember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works." 0 brethren, that is the way to get back 
to the first love. That is the divine recipe. If you have 
fallen, remember the fair heights to which you had 
attained, repent, and then go to doing those first 
works. How did you act when that first love had 
complete sway in your soul? Go back to reading the 
Bible the way you did then. Go back to praying the 
way you did then. Go back to the regularity of at
tending church that characterized you then. Go back 
to the freedom and the gladness with which you gave 
to the Lord and to the poor. Go back to doing just 
the way you did when your heart was filled with the 
love of God, and then you will have that love again. 
That is the way to recover it- the only way. "Do the 
first works," says Jesus, "or else I come to thee, and 
will move thy candlestick out of its place, except 
thou repent." There will be one church less in Asia. 
And this shows us that if a church leaves its first love, 
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and does nor return to it, it will not very long con
ti nue ro be a chu rch. It will die. Love is the life of a 
Christian; it is rhe li fe of a church; love to God and 
love ro man. 

After t hese heart-searching sentences, there 
comes another of a different tone, calculated to re
vive the spirits which had sunk under the withering 
rebuke just administered, "But this thou hast, t hat 
thou hatesr the works of N icolaitans, which I also 
hate ." Well, tha t is rather singular language to come 
from the Lord Jesus. Commending the brethren and 
sisters for hating something, and saying that he hates 
it, too. We know very little about those Nicolaitans, 
but the earliest Greek writers give us the idea that 
they did some things which were calcula ted to en
courage lasciviousness and immorality, under some 
kind of specious, false pretence that as our natural 
passions are given us by the Creator, it can not be 
sin fu l to gratify them. Now these brethren hated all 
that. They were so elevated in their ideas of Chris
tian morality, that anything which had a tendency ro 
break down the restraints upon o ur passions, and 
give a loose rein to them, they hated, and the Lord 
hated it. There are some things tolerated in our day, 
my brethren, of this class. There are some exhibi
tions on the stage; there are some things in society 
which have this tendency; and instead of being en
couraged and indulged in by the disciples of the 
Lord, we ought to hate them. Ruinous, terrible frui ts 
they are bringing forth in the lives and characters of 
young people . We are not ro hate any man, but we 
are to hate the things that undermine and ruin the 
cha racters of m en and women. The brethren in 
Ephesus felt better when they heard this. 

Finally, th e brief epistle closes: "H e that hath an 
ear, let him hear wh at the Spirit saith to the 
churches," and this revealed to them that what was 
here said to Ephesus, was intended for all the other 
churches; intended for our churches. We are to 
gather the same lesson. And now, ro animate the 
brethren, cheer them, lead them on to o ther victO
ri es, and other work yet lying before them, this 
touching epistle closes wi th these words: "To him 
rhar overcomerh, I will give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God." I will not restore 
him ro the lost Eden which Adam and Eve enjoyed; I 
wi ll not allow him to go back and eat of that tree of 
life which might cause them to live fo rever in this 
wicked world, bur "I will give him to eat of the tree 
of life which is in the paradise of God," in God's gar
den of delight; in the paradise where God lives. The 
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tree of life tha t is there, enables him who eats of it to 
live forevermore in the presence of his Maker, where 
a ll is peace and joy and blessedness . This is rhe in
ducement to the man who will overcome. Overcome 
the devil in his temptations; overcome the world in 
irs wicked influences; overcome his own flesh in its 
tendency to drag him down. Rise above all these, 
trample all evil beneath his feet, and win a glorious 
victory in the name of God. "I," says Jesus o n the 
throne of heaven, "will give tha t man the pri vilege of 
eating of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of 
God." 

0 , my brethren, is that inducement enough for 
you ? Is that incentive enough to keep us roiling and 
laboring, and bearing with patience, and doing our 
best ro please Him who has called us to life and joy? 
If it is, then act, and take courage; never be d is
mayed; never murmur; never grow low-spir ited 
amidst t he roi ls and struggles and pains and disap
pointments of th is life; fo r every one of these is lead
ing you a little nearer to the day when you will eat of 
the tree of life which is in the paradise of God. 
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Not of Works? 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

Perhaps the reason so many of us enjoy Christ
mas is that we receive gifts. Because we do 
not work for them, they are received as an 

unearned favor, which is a good definition of the 
Bible term, grace. They are no less gifts, even though 
we have to unwrap them in order to enjoy them. 

Faith Only? 

Many people have been misled to believe that we are 
saved by faith only without any work on our part, 
because Paul wrote that we are saved by grace 
"through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast" 
(Eph. 2:8-9). 

Certainly, we cannot produce salvation through 
our works. If we could do enough good works to 
save ourselves, then Jesus died needlessly, a truth 
God proved through the Law (Gal. 2:21). According 
to the Law in order to be righteous, we would need 
to live without committing one sin. 

"For as many are of the works of the law are un
der the course; for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone 
who does not continue in all things which are writ
ten in the book of the law, to do them"' (Gal. 2:10, 
an allusion to Deut. 27:26). "For whoever shall keep 
the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is 
guilty in all" Oames 2: 10). 

The payment for and provision of salvation is to
tally Jesus' part. We can pay nothing and do nothing to 
add to what he did to make salvation possible, which 
he did by dying and shedding his blood (Matt. 26:28; 
Rom. 5:10; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18; Rev. 1:5}. 

Faith and Works 

In order to be saved we must have faith and works, 
which according to Bible teaching are not mutually 
exclusive. Neither of these can produce salvation, for 
Jesus has done that, but they are conditions of salva
tion. Faith is an attitude of the heart that should mo
tivate us to respond to God's will, as is illustrated in 
Hebrews 11 :4-3 9. Faith does not eliminate the need 
for a response but is the motivating force that brings 
about an acceptable response, which is necessary in 
order to please God (Heb. 11 :6}. 

Those who teach faith only, a faith without a cor
responding action, pit Paul against Jesus, James, 
John, and also himself. · 

Jesus Teaching 
Jesus taught that we cannot be right with God with
out obedience and works. During his personal minis
try, he revealed that the person who will be blessed 
by God: 

• "Does the will of my Father in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21; 12:50). 

• "Hears these saying of Mine, and does them" 
(Matt. 7:24; Luke 6:47-48). 

• "When he comes, will find so doing" (Matt. 
24:46). 

• Hears "the word of God and" keeps it (Luke 
11:28). 

When Jesus told the Jews that they were to "la
bor" [or "work," Greek word ergozomat] for ever
lasting life, they asked him, "What shall we do, that 
we may work the works of God?" He answered, 
"This is the work of God, that you believe in Him 
whom He sent" Oohn 6:27-29). Believing is a work 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev. 2:10 
• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

2 Pet. 2:20-22 
• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 

James 5:16 
• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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tnat is necessary in order to receive eternal life. 
The Greek verb, ergozomai, that is translated "la

bor" Oohn 6:27) is the same word translated "work" 
as used by Paul (Rom. 2:10, 4-5). The Greek noun 
ergon, "work" Oohn 6:28-29), is the same word as 
"deeds," "doing," and "work" that Paul and James 
used (Rom. 2:6-7; 4:2, 6; 9:11; Eph. 2:9; James 
2:17-18, 2-26). 

Jesus stated, "He who believes in the Son has 
eternal life; but he who does not obey [Greek 
apeitheo] the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God abides on him" Oohn 3:36; ASV; RSV, NASB). 
"Not obey," is a better translation of apeitheo than 
"believeth not" (KJV). The King James translates it 
elsewhere to mean "not obey" (Rom. 2:8; 10:21; 1 
Pet. 2:7-8, 3:1, 20; 4: 17). 

Jesus taught the necessity of keeping God's word 
in the sense of "work" and "obedience" in order to 
obtain eternal life. 

Paul 

Paul taught that continuing to do good works is nec
essary to receive eternal life and that disobedience 
will bring eternal punishment. "Who will render to 
each one according to his deeds ["works," ergon]: 
eternal life to those who by patience in doing good 
["work good," ergou agathou] seek for glory, honor, 
and immortality but to those who are self-seeking 
and do not obey [apeitheo, same word in John 3:36] 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness - indignation 
and wrath ... but glory, honor and peace to everyone 
who works [ ergozomai] what is good, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek" (Rom. 2:6-8, 10) .. 

Jesus will take "vengeance on those who do not 
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord and the glory of His power" (2 Thess. 1:8-9). 

Paul's apostleship was for the purpose of bring
ing people to "obedience to the faith" (Rom. 1:5; 
16:26b). He also wrote that what avails with God is 
"faith working [Greek energoumene, notice the root 
ergo] through love" (Gal. 5:6b) and that Christians 
are to, "work out [Greek katergozomai, a combina
tion of kata and ergozomai] your own salvation with 
fear and trembling" (Phil. 2: 12). 

Because Jesus completed his work in providing 
salvation, he "became the author of eternal salvation 
to all who obey Him" (He b. 5 :9). 

According to Paul, good works are essential for 
salvation and eternal life. 

12 ~:~c~ound;~~! 

James 

James taught the same as Paul and Jesus, for he 
wrote, "You see then that a man is justified by works, 
and not by faith only" Oames 2:24). In the preced
ing verse (2:23), he used Abraham's offering of Isaac 
as an example of justification by faith and works. 
Paul used the same to teach that Abraham was justi
fied by faith with9ut works (Rom. 4:2-3). 
Unmistakenly, James taught that justification de
pends on works. 

John 

What John wrote agrees with Jesus, Paul and James, 
"Now by this we know that we know Him, if we 
keep His commandments. He who says, 'I know 
Him,' and does not keep his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps 
His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. 
By this we know that we are in Him" (1 John 2:3-5). 

We are in Christ because we have been baptized 
into him (Gal. 3 :27) where there is forgiveness of 
sins (Eph. 1:7), salvation (2 Tim. 2:10), eternal life 
(1 John 5:11), and all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3). 
John taught that we can know that we remain in him 
if we continue to keep his commandments. 

Contradidion? 

Does Paul in Ephesians 2:8-9 contradict and disagree 
with Jesus, James, John, and himself? How can 
something be by works and not by works? The an
swer is found in the angle and prospective from 
which they are teaching. 

If someone would have seen the walls of Jericho 
fall, he would have realized that they fell when Israel 
marched, shouted, and blew the trumpets Oosh. 6:1-
24). He might have concluded that what Israel did 
caused their demise, but if he could have seen God's 
part, he would have realized that God's work tore 
them, not Israel's. 

God told Joshua that he had "given" him the city 
Oosh. 6:2), but he also told him what Israel must do 
to receive the gift Oosh. 6:3-5). God's work tore 
down the walls when Israel did the work he re
quired. Israel realized that what they were doing 
could not cause the walls to fall, so they acted by 
faith in God (Heb. 11:30). What happened was a gift 
by grace through faith and not of their works, but 
they received the gift only when they did the work 
God required. 

In like manner by looking from one angle, we 
can conclude that Jesus' works, not ours, forgives 



our sins. However, looking from another angle, we 
see that our works are required before Jesus' blood 
will forgive our sins. 

Jesus' righteousness works, not ours (Tit. 3 :5), is 
what provides our salvation. Our works are the basis 
for our receiving the salvation provided by Jesus. 
Salvation is not without his work, for he has com
pletely paid the debt of sin, however salvation is not 
without our work, for we cannot receive it without 
obeying him (He b. 5 :8-9). 

Those who deny the necessity of baptism for sal
vation because it is something we do, a righteous 
work on our part U esus considered his baptism a 
righteousness act (Matt. 3: 15)], misunderstand Jesus, 
Paul, James, and John. Those who believe that bap
tism has the power, in and of itself, to forgive our 
sins also misunderstand, for nothing we do has the 
power in and of itself to forgive our sins. 

Jesus' blood is what washes away our sins (Rev. 
1:5). Baptism is when our sins are washed away (Acts 
22:16), after we have believed in Jesus, resolved to 

live for Jesus, and confessed our faith in him. 
Eternal salvation is ours if we are baptized (Mark 

16: 16) and continue to do the work Jesus requires 
(Rom. 2:7, 10; Col. 1:22-23; Heb. 5:8-9). 

Conclusion 
From one angle in viewing works, Jesus' work, not 
our work, is what provides our salvation. He ob
tained salvation through his submitting to the hands 
of sinners who nailed him to the cross. Looking at 
our salvation from another angle, our faith and work 
of obedience are necessary in order to receive the 
salvation that Jesus made possible through his death 
for our sins. 

By the grace of God, we are saved by Jesus' work 
and not our own works, but we are not saved by his 
work unless we obey him. When we do what he re
quires is when we will receive what his blood has 
made possible for us - forgiveness, salvation, and 
eternal life. 305 W. Maryland Ave. 

Sherwood, AR 72120 
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Religious Unity 
By Raymond Elliott 

I do not pray for these alone, but also for 
those who will believe in Me 
through their word; 'that they all may 

be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in 
You; that they also may be in Us, that the 
world may believe that You sent Me' (NKJV, 
john 17:20-21). 

In the Lord's prayer there are several things that 
are quite evident: 

1. Jesus' concern for his apostles. 
2. Not only for his apostles but for all who 

would believe on him. 
3. That this belief would come through the 

apostles' doctrine. 
4. That there would and could be unity among 

all such believers. 
5. This unity would have a tremendous impact 

on the unbelieving world. 
One of the most difficult things for modern man 

to accept and understand is that God intended for all 

believers to be united in religious matters. If this is 
not the case, then our Lord prayed a deceptive 
prayer, knowing all the time that he was praying for 
something that was not possible. But our Lord knew 
that men could be united if they followed the 
apostles' doctrine (Acts 2:42). 

Unity of teaching cannot help but produce unity 
of believers. There cannot be unity in diversity of 
doctrine and beliefs. Each separate and distinct reli
gious organization exists today because of a distinc
tive and different doctrine. This is in direct contra
diction to the Lord's sentiments expressed in his 
prayer to the Father. We can also know the mind of 
God and the desire of the Holy Spirit in this matter 
through the inspired scriptures. 

God hates "discord among brethren" (Prov. 
6:16-19). The apostle Paul, guided by the Holy 
Spirit wrote in 1 Corinthians 1:10: "Now I plead 
with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord jesus 
Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that 
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there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind a~d in the 
same judgment." 

Paul instructed early Christians in this manner: 
"Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause di-

. visions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which 
you learned, and avoid them" (Rom. 16: 17). We 
know that "God is not the author of confusion but of 
peace, as in all the churches of the saints" (1 Cor. 
14:33). 

We must conclude therefore that religious divi
sion exists today, not because of God's intent nor the 
desire of the Lord but because of man's unwilling
ness to be guided by the sole authority in religious 
matter and that is the Holy Scriptures (2 Tim. 3: 16-
17). 

It seems odd that we accept the fact that the gov
ernment has written a book for the Postal Service to 
use in the setting of prices regarding the sending of 
mail, but, we reject the thought that God, in his infi
nite wisdom, has given us a divine book which can 
unite believers in his Son Jesus Christ. 

Our Heavenly Father has not left us without di
rection in this matter of religious unity. The Holy 
Spirit had the apostle Paul to make a plea to the first 
century Christians to "Give diligence to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" {Eph. 4:3). 

It should be the desire of every believer to con
tribute to unity and not disunity in religious affairs. 
This unity is possible if we subscribe to the Spirit's 
platform as follows: "There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all" (Eph. 4:4-6). Let us begin on com
mon ground and acceptance. 

Worship 
Number one; there is unity of worship in accepting 
the divine truth that there is "one God" (Exod. 
20:3). Jehovah God is the object of our worship. 
Jesus told Satan as recorded in Matthew 4:10: 
" ... You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him 
only you shall serve." Jesus also told the woman at 
Jacob's well that "God is Spirit, and those who wor
ship Him must worship in spirit and truth" Uohn 
4:23-24). It is in God that we "live, and move, and 
have our being" (Acts 17 :28). "Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation of shadow of turning" Uames 1:17). And 
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it is by the infinite grace and love of God that we are 
saved from our sins Uohn 3:16; Eph. 2:8). The natu
ral r.esponse from God's creatures should be one of 
praise and adoration. Those who believe the Bible as 
being inspired accept the great truth that there is but 
one true God. 

Authority 
Number two; there is "one Lord", thus unity of au
thority. The reference here is to Jesus Christ who 
possesses "all authority ... in heaven and on earth" 
(Matt. 28:18). This authority has been delegated to 
him by his Father (1 Cor. 15 :24-28). Today we are 
to submit our will to the Lord. We do this by obeying 
his every command (Matt. 17:5; Luke 6:46). "There
fore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him 
the name which is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under 
the earth and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" 
(Phil. 2:9-11). There is no man on earth who shares 
this authority with Jesus Christ. 

Comforter 
Number three; there is unity of life in the "one 
Spirit." Incidentally, right here in this passage you 
have the Godhead mentioned: One God, one Lord 
and one Spirit. The Spirit is a person in the 
Godhead. The Holy Spirit has given the inspired 
word to mortal men who in turn wrote it down for 
mankind to have Uohn 14:26; 16:13). Peter declared 
that "holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:21). The apostles and other 
men inspired of the Holy Spirit have declared unto 
us "the whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). These 
men claimed to have spoken that "which the Holy 
Spirit teaches" (1 Cor. 2:13-14 ). The Spirit dwells 
within the body of Christ, the temple of God (1 Cor. 
3:16-17). Those who walk in the Spirit produce the 
fruit of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self
control (Gal. 5:16, 22-23). 

Faith 
Number 4; there is the unity of message in the "one 
faith." The term one faith means "the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints" Uude 3). The 
one faith is the system of salvation, the doctrine of 
God and the gospel of Jesus Christ. This message 
has been revealed by the word of God (Rom. 
10: 17). In this sense there are not many faiths but 



rather "one fait h." There are no latter day revela
tions since "the faith" has been once deposited in the 
inspired writings of the Holy Scriptures. The apostle 
Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:2-3: "Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in rhe knowledge of God of Jesus 
our Lord, as hi s divine power has given to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him w ho called us by glory and vir
tue"; Therefore, t here is no need of the creeds and 
dogmas of men ro direct us in matters pertaining ro 
spiritual matters. 

Church 

N umber 5; there is "one body", thus, the unity of or
ganization (Eph. 4 :4). Other passages of scripture 
relate the same truth. " For as the body is one and has 
members, but all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body, so also is C hrist" (1 Cor 12: 12; 
20). It is the spi ritu al body of Jesus Christ in which all 
people can be united rogether as taught in Ephesians 
2:16: "and that H e might reconci le them both to God 
in one body t hrough the cross, thereby putting ro 
death the enmity." What is the bod y Christ ? Let us 
permit the Bible to answer that question . T he apostle 
Paul wrote in Ep hesians 1:22-23 : "And H e put all 
things under his feet, and gave hi m robe head over all 
things to the church which is his bod y, the fullness of 
him who fills all in al l. " In Colossians 1:18 we read: 
"And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all 
things He may have the preeminence." These two 
verses clearly teach that the body and the church are 
the one and the same. Now, p lease read again Eph
esians 4:4 ro learn how many bodies (churches) are 
mentioned in God 's scheme of redemption. 

Baptism 

Number 6; there is unity of practice in the "one bap
tism" (Eph. 4:5). Since the Holy Spirit in this verse 
has taught that there is one baptism, we can know as
suredly that there are n ot many baptisms. This one 
baptism is one that can be administered by man 's 
hands. Jesus commissioned his apostles to "Go there
fore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of t he Father and of the Son and of 
the H oly Spirit" (Matt 28 : 19). This baptism, as the 
Greek word baptizo signifies, is a buria l or an immer
sion in water. Paul wrote in Rom. 6:4: "Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, 
that just as C hrist was raised from the dead by the 
glo ry of the Father, even so we also shou ld walk in 

newness of life" (See also Col. 2:12; Acts 8:36-
39). This one Bible baptism, preceded by faith and 
repentance is for the remission of sins. T he Lord Him
self said: "H e w ho be li eves and is baptized will be 
saved; but he who does not believe shall be con
demned" (Mark 1 6: 16) . Peter, guided by the Holy 
Spirit, commanded hi s heare rs to "Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Th is baptism 
places one in C hri st Jesus where there is salvation 
(Gal. 3:26-27; 2 Tim 2 :10). Also when one is scriptur
ally baptized he becomes a member of the one body, 
the church of our Lord (1 Cor 12:13; Acts 2:47). 

Father 

Finally, there is the unity of desire in God's platform 
and that is "one hope" (Eph. 4:4). Pau l teaches that 
we are saved by hope (Rom. 8 :24-25). There are 
two elements in t he meaning of the word 
hope. They are des ire and expectatio n. Surely all 
persons in their right thinking desire to go to heaven 
when this li fe is over; however, t here are many who 
do not really expect to be saved eternally simply be
cause they have not obeyed the gospel commands of 
Jesus Christ. Someone has said that heaven is a pre
pared place for a prepared people. J esus said , " In 
my Father 's house are many mansions; if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go ro prepare a p lace for 
you" Uohn 14:2). Now read H ebrews 5:8-
9: "Though H e was a Son, yet H e learned obedience 
by the things w hich H e suffered. And having been 
perfected, H e became the author of eternal salvation 
to all who obey H im." 
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Conclusion 
As believers in Jesus Christ we should endeavor "to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." The 
plan for unity among disciples of the Lord was not of 
man's ingenuity; rather it is of the Holy Spirit. This is 
an individual responsibility and should weigh heavily 
upon our hearts. "Blessed are the peacemakers, For 
they shall be called sons of God" (Matt. 5 :9). 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36037 

(It has been awhile since the Firm Foundation 
printed an article on unity:~ so we thought it good to 
repeat Bible information about the importance and 
possibility of unity among believers. There are:~ of 

course:~ some areas of Bible teaching in which differ
ences of understanding are inevitable, and excusable. 
The nature of God- his essence and attributes- may 
be such an area:~ as an example. Further, some have a 
more mature understanding of Bible teaching than oth
ers:~ which leaves room for growth; otherwise, contin
ued Bible study would be useless and therefore waste
ful. We may deepen our understanding of Bible sub
jects, but the basic teaching is static. We may put it this 
way ... the commands of God are always given in such 
simple language that no difference of opinion is accept
able, but the more complex statements of scripture 
leave room for continued growth and a more profound 
appreciation of divine revelation.) FF 

Satan His Power, Ways And Servants 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The rough title of an old play is The Devil Is 
an Ass, and if that is not true about him, it is 
absolutely true about those who listen to 

him. If we would be successful in serving God, we 
must know about the devil and his tricks. Knowledge 
is power and is the key to resisting the devil and 
causing him to flee from us. 

The apostle John saw an angel coming down out 
of heaven, "having the key to the abyss and a great 
chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, 
the old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years" (Rev. 20: 1-2). 

John uses four names to describe man's "ancient 
foe." He is the diabolos, which means accuser or 
slanderer. The English equivalent is devil. Vine says, 
"this word should be used only of Satan .... There is 
one devil, there are many demons." "Devil" is used 
31 times in our English Bibles to refer to Satan, and 
is found only in the New Testament. Jesus uses it 
once to describe Judas. 

The prince of darkness is also called Satan, which 
is found 15 times in the Old Testament and 34 times 
in the New Testament. This word means adversary. 
Jesus called Peter by this name, meaning he was act
ing the part of a Satan-like man by denying and re
jecting the teaching of Jesus. 

Another name for Satan, because of his character
istics, is serpent. In the Bible the serpent represents 
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evil, treachery, venom, and murderous inclination. It 
also represents wisdom and craftiness. This name for 
Satan is found only in the first and last books of the 
Bible, except 2 Corinthians 11 :3 where the reference 
is to Eden. Satan the serpent is hateful and deadly. 

John refers to the devil as the "dragon" 12 times 
in the book of Revelation, and in no other place in 
the Bible. The word dragon, according to Vine, indi
cates a "mythical monster; also a large serpent, so 
called because of its keen sight." 

The devil is walking about as a "roaring lion" (1 
Pet. 5 :8); He has the power to transform himself into 
"an angel of light" (2 Cor. 11: 14 ). "For our wrestling 
is not against flesh and blood, but against the princi
palities, against the powers, against the world-rulers 
of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wick
edness in the heavenly places" (Eph. 6: 12). 

The devil was sinning from "the beginning" (1 
John 3:8). This does not mean the devil was not 
originated. He had a beginning; otherwise, he would 
be like God. There is a widely held theory that the 
devil is a fallen angel - perhaps the leader of fallen 
angels. At some unknown point the devil must have 
rebelled against God, and was cast down out of 
heaven (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 1:6). 

His home is the abyss - the bottomless pit, the 
underworld, the lower regions. Satan is in his home, 
where he must remain until near the end of earth and 



time (Rev. 20:3). The angel opens the abyss and 
smoke bellows forth, "as the smoke of a great fur
nace, and the sun and air are darkened because of the 
smoke" (Rev. 9:2). Out of the smoke come horrible 
creatures. They are limited in the devilment they can 
do, but can cause such misery that the afflicted "shall 
seek death, and shall in no wise find it" (Rev. 5-6). 

These hideous creatures are called locusts. They 
"were like unto horses prepared for war; and upon 
their heads as it were crowns like unto gold, and 
their faces were as men's faces. And they had hair as 
the hair of women, and their teeth were as teeth of 
lions. And they had breastplates, as it were breast
plates of iron; and the sound of their wings was as 
the sound of chariots, of many horses rushing to war. 
And they have tails like unto scorpions, and stings; 
and in their tails is their power to hurt men five 
months. They have over them as king the angel of 
the abyss: his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in 
the Greek tongue he hath the name Apollyon" (Rev. 
9:7-11). These two names mean "the destroyer," the 
one who brings "perdition to mankind." Jesus said of 
him, "He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: 
for he is a liar, and the father thereof" Oohn 8:44). 

Satan is a real being - not a myth - and has 
great power, deceptive cunning, and destructive 
might. Paul speaks of the "wiles of the devil" and 
tells us not to be "ignorant of his devices." 

Jesus came to liberate us from Satan. Until the 
coming of the Son of God, the devil had the keys of 
death (Heb. 2:14). People of earth "through fear of 
death" were "subject to bondage" (He b. 2: 15). Jesus 
changed that! He took the key of death away from 
the devil (Rev. 1:18). He therefore gives us freedom 
from the bondage of sin. 

The devil's domain is the realm of lies. He is the 
original liar. Jesus is truth Oohn 14:6). Truth over
comes and destroys lies as light overcomes and re
moves darkness. 

The birth of Jesus at Bethlehem triggered a spiri
tual war of immense size. At his birth the innocent 
children of Ramah were mercilessly slaughtered and 
there was "weeping and great mourning, Rachel 
weeping for her children." The little ones of the 
Bethlehem region were sacrificed by a heartless king 
because the devil had control of the merciless 
monarch's heart. 

When Jesus began is public preaching, he was 
driven away into a wilderness place where he fasted 

for 40 days and nights. Jesus was tempted during 
that time, and at the end of the 40 days the tempta
tions were intense. The devil attempted to seduce 
Jesus to disobey Jehovah by appealing to the "lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of 
life." Jesus proved his devotion to the heavenly Fa
ther and his inner spiritual strength by turning down 
the invitations to sin. He turned the devil down by 
appealing to sacred scripture. 

The power of Satan was pitted against the power 
of God. The supernatural power of the devil and all 
his demons came against the supernatural power of 
God and all his angels. There followed a fierce 
struggle. Jesus showed the greater power of Jehovah 
by releasing those whom Satan had bound. 

Separation from God, caused by sin, drags after 
it a long train of evil. When the first pair rebelled 
against heaven's orders, they died. It was a twofold 
death. Their human spirits died in the very hour they 
disobeyed. Their human bodies later died when they 
lost access to the tree of life because of their sin. 

Sin separates from God (lsa. 59:2). Separation is 
death. A soul separated from its God dies. Further, 
"the body apart from the spirit is dead." Adam and 
Eve died spiritually and physically because of sin. A 
twofold death. Transgression of moral law kills the 
spirit, but also has repercussions in the natural realm. 
The violation of moral law adversely affects natural 
law. Sin attacks both the spirit and the body. 

A modern day demonstration of the truth of this 
declaration is the Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) which causes the deadly Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). If only virgins of the 
opposite sex marry and remain in a monogamous re
lationship, there would be no AIDS problem. Promis
cuous sex, most of it homosexual, is how the lethal 
virus began and grew. The devil's work is accom
plished through human cooperation and participa
tion. 

All disease is the result of sin. God made the 
world very good (Gen. 1 :31). He turned it over to 
man. Man promptly ruined it. Violation of the moral 
code resulted in disturbance in the natural realm and 
that produced mutations. The mutations caused in
firmity. Think of how long the ancients lived in con
trast to today's life expectancy. Sin brings misery. 

Jesus "went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil" (Acts 10:38). The 
sick were devil-oppressed. There is a connection be
tween sin and sickness. Sin causes variations that 
produce harmful bacteria and viruses. After the dam-
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age is done, we must live under the fallout of life. In
nocent people, even babies, can suffer the conse
quence of the sins of their ancestors. 

Not every sick person is guilty of personal trans
gression of the moral rule, but someone has done it. 
The disease passes into the general population, as 
happens with AIDS, and the innocent suffers because 
of the evil deeds of others. 

Jesus made an attack on sin. He called us back to 
moral excellence. He condemned degradation and 
proclaimed "blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God." 

To show his power to forgive sin Jesus healed the 
sick (Mark 2:9-11). Jesus sent a palsied man away 
carrying his pallet to show his authority to forgive sin. 
The battle was joined between Jesus and Satan. Jesus 
won! 

Demons are the devil's imps. Christ cast out de
mons, showing his power over Satan. Remember the 
Gadarenes? The demons in the insane said to Jesus, 
"What have we to do with thee, thou Son of God? art 
thou come hither to torment us before the time?" The 
demons asked permission to live in swine, and Jesus 
sent them to their desired hosts. Then the swine stam
peded into the sea, which was hardly the expectation 
of the demons (Matt. 8:28-33). Jesus said, "But if I by 
the Spirit of God cast out demons, then is the kingdom 
of God come upon you" (Matt. 12:28). 

Satan may have thought he gained mastery over 
Jesus in the crucifixion. He was involved in the plot 
to kill the Son of God (Luke 22:3). The resurrection 
revoked any temporary victory the cross may have 
implied. 

When the 70 returned rejoicing in their success, 
Jesus said, "I beheld Satan fallen as lightning from 
heaven" (Luke 10:18). When Jesus ascended on high 
"he led captivity captive, And gave gifts unto men" 
(Eph. 4:8}. This was the binding of Satan. Revelation 
20:2-3 describes it. Though Satan is bound, he is not 
without power and influence. Though chained, he is 
not yet cast into the lake of fire. Though restricted, 
he is not yet destroyed. He may not use his super
natural power, but continues to exercise his malig
nant influence. He can operate within natural laws, 
but not outside those laws. Because of this limitation 
placed on Satan, God also limits his benevolent influ
ence to understandable and immutable natural laws. 
He works today through the power of his saving gos
pel (Rom. 1:16). 

"There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer 
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you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye 
may be able to endure it" (1 Cor. 10: 13). The promise 
is not a providential-escape-hatch when pressed by 
temptation. It is a commitment that temptation will 
not be supernatural, and an assurance that by your 
own natural powers you can resist whatever tempta
tion comes upon you. If you do not, it's your fault. 

If Paul is saying, as some mistakenly suppose, 
that God will suit the temptation to your ability to 
resist, then the child of God cannot sin. Once saved, 
always saved. It is impossible for him to sin, or the 
promise fails. If God will not allow you to be 
tempted above your threshold of resistance, and if 
any saved person ever sins, then it is obvious the 
temptation was greater than he could bear and the 
promise miscarried. The Bible teaches the possibility 
of fatal apostasy for the saint, and this passage there
fore cannot teach the impossibility for a child of God 
to sin unto death. 

Revelation chapter twenty also speaks of a 
1,000-year reign. The millennium is a figure of 
speech. It implies a long but unspecified time. It 
started with the binding of Satan and it will continue 
'till Jesus comes. The 1,000 years suggests the entire 
Christian age, from the cross to the second coming. 

The book of Revelation assures us that during this 
period the redeemed in Christ will reign on earth. If 
you are a child of God you are reigning right now. If 
that sounds strange to you, consider the victory cel
ebration described in the early part of the apocalypse. 

And they sing a new song, saying, Worthy 
art thou to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou was slain, and didst 
purchase unto God with thy blood men of 
every tribe, and tongue, and people, and 
nation, and madest them to be unto our 
God a kingdom and priests; and they reign 
upon earth (Rev. 5:9-10). 

Please notice that those purchased by the blood of 
the lamb are a kingdom and priests, and they reign 
upon the earth. The saved are in the kingdom now. 
You are a priest now. You reign now. This does not 
refer to some future rule, but a present control. You 
rule over your body through self-discipline. You rule 
over Satan by the power of the revealed word. You 
rule over the universe through believing prayer. There 
will be a future reign in heaven for the people of God, 
but this passage speaks of reigning "upon earth." 

John tells us that after the binding of Satan he 
saw the saints reigning with Christ. 



And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, 
and judgment was given unto them: and I 
saw the souls of them that had been be
headed for the testimony of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and such as worshiped not 
the beast, neither his image, and received 
not the mark upon their forehead and upon 
their hand; and they lived, and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years (Rev. 20:4 ). 

Pay close attention to what John saw. He saw 
thrones. He saw people sitting on the thrones. He tells 
us who occupied the thrones: (1) The souls of them 
that had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and (2) such as worshiped 
not the beast, neither his image, and received not the 
mark upon their forehead and upon their hand. 

Coffman in his commentary on Revelation 
makes an astute and correct observation: 

"And judgment was given unto them." It 
is wrong to think that this means only the 
martyrs received the judgment and sat upon 
thrones. The thrones are occupied by the 
living, reigning saints, who have either suf
fered martyrdom or refused to worship the 
beast. It is also easy to miss the meaning of 
the judgment given unto them. It means 
that God's judgment was given in their fa
vor, and not that the prerogative of judging 
other men was to be exercised by them .... 

"And I saw the souls of them that had been 
beheaded"; Not these alone, but including 
these, is the thought. Even those who were 
beheaded are shown by this vision to have 
been favorably judged by the Lord and 
granted the right of glorification at the last 
day. This assurance was important for the 
Christians of John's day ... even if they were 
called to yield their lives, their sacrifice 
would issue in God's vindication of them. 

"And such ... " In the Greek, this is liter
ally and those who, a second class of per
sons who had not necessarily been be
headed. This forbids limiting the passage to 
martyrs ... 

''And they lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years ... " Again, this is exactly the 
promise Christ made to the Twelve (Matt. 
19:28), where he defined the period as "the 
times of the regeneration," a reference to 
the whole Christian age; and it is absolutely 
imperative so to understand it here. Neither 
did any of the apostles, nor any of those in 
view here, actually live a thousand years; 
but what is taught is that the reign of Chris-

tians with Christ will be a perpetual phe
nomenon throughout the whole Christian 
age (the thousand years) .... 

And how do they reign with Christ? They 
do this in the spiritual sense of their victory 
over sin and temptation, doubt, fear, suffer
ing and persecution (pp. 471-472). 

Our victory in Jesus is both present and future. 
We must understand that the devil is at work to de
stroy us, if he can. He goes about as a roaring lion, 
"seeking whom he may devour." He "seeks to work 
us woe; His craft and power are great, and armed 
with cruel hate ... " Still, "A mighty fortress is our 
God, a bulwark never failing." He gives the strength 
we need through the instruction of his revealed and 
written word. It is enough! It is sufficient. It is all suf
ficient. It is alone sufficient. 

Every scripture inspired of God is also prof
itable for teaching, for reproof, for correc
tion, for instruction which is in righteous
ness. That the man of God may be com
plete, furnished completely unto every 
good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

We are Satan-like when we deny and refuse the 
word of God. To mutilate revelation is to pitch your 
tent in the camp of the prince of this world. Con
versely, we are Christ-like when we cast "down 
imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing every 
thought into captivity" to the obedience of the Lord. 

Who in the days of his flesh, having offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong cry
ing and tears unto him that was able to save 
him from death, and having been heard for 
his godly fear, though he was a Son, yet 
learned obedience by the things which he 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he 
became unto all them that obey him the au
thor of eternal salvation (Heb. 5:7-9). 

Such perfection in obedience will defeat the devil 
and sustain our souls. The word of God is the chain 
that binds the "great red dragon." Near the time of 
destruction of heaven and earth the word of God 
will be rare, and the devil will be loosed for a little 
season, and then shall the end come. 

And the devil that deceived them was cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
are also the beast and the false prophet; and 
they shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever. 
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Liberalism's Twin Daughters 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

T he careful observer will notice a number of 
similarities between political and re·ligious 
liberals. Although there are exceptions, the 

observati ons ex pressed below are quite common. 
Consider the fo llowing: 

• Liberals assume it is their birthright and entitle
ment to lead and rule any insti tution o r communi ty 
of which they are part. 

• T hey chaff with anger and bitterness when they 
are denied power. 

• Most liberals are elitists. They tend to consider 
themselves a superio r breed and look down with con
tempt on all who do not share their view of things. 

• Generally, liberals view conservatives as a con
temptible lor of under-educated hicks, incapable of 
understanding things as they (liberals) view them. 

• Liberals are always searching for something 
new and different. Despising the past, they feel it to 
be their mission to find something tha t will displace 
the traditional way of understanding or of do ing 
things. They care not if it is de trimental to the cause, 
be it na tion o r church. 

• Liberals reserve to themselves the right to criti
cize and malign their conse rvative bro thers. If the 
table is turned and the conservative voices cri ticisms 
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o f them, liberals are ira te o r e lse they w hi ne about 
being persecuted. 

• Liberals tend to have li ttle love o r loyalty fo r 
the church or the state . It is thei r liberal views and 
cause that takes precedence over a ll. 

• Liberals detest and resent any rules and stan
dards that control o r restrict thei r cond ucr. They 
want ultimate, unfettered liberty to do as they please 
... which in the natu re of the case becomes license. 

• Liberals have no qualms about usi ng the law to 
take tha t which rightfu ll y belongs ro others and us
ing it to advance their cause. 

• Liberals canno t be counted on to defend either 
church or state when enemies attempt to do them 
harm. Their modus ope rand i is compromise, and their 
goal is peace at any price. 

• W hen their plans and intentio ns are contrary 
to the sacred truths and principles of past ge nera
tions, they set about to rewri te the history of the past 
to remove the apparent conflicr. 

• W hen a formidab le opponent confronts liber
als, threatening to block their march, they will resort 
to every kind of vilification and misrepresentation to 
discredit h im and neurralize his influence. 

• Li berals promise great and wonderful thi ngs, 
bu t the end thereof is usually detri mental. 

• It is a rare thi ng fo r a liberal to forthr ightly re
veal the true nature of h is bel iefs, his plans and in
tentions. Subterfuge is an important tool of his trade. 

• Liberals are great pretenders. T hey would have 
the people to think they are loving, cari ng, defenders 
of all that is sacred and good. H istory always paints a 
di fferent picture of w ho and what they really were. 

• The end-result of liberal ism's empowerment in 
chu rches and nations is similar. It is the path of deca
dence and decay. 

Great Idea 
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Human Nature and a Call to Repent 
By Richard Leeper 

The nature God gave to the first humans was 
not corrupt. It contained all of the good 
forces necessary for them to remain faithful 

to the will of God and develop human life on earth 
as God may have directed them. They were free to 
procreate and fill the earth, care for children, learn, 
communicate rest, eat, and develop faith and a sense 
of community. All of these actions develop from God 
given internal forces of their nature that can be ex
pressed within the will of God. The characteristics of 
human nature are passed from generation to genera
tion through DNA, nature's blueprint. 

Mter humans began to recognize the difference 
between good and evil they began to use free will to 
select their own path through life even though they 
were ill prepared for life on their own. The Devil 
was behind the presentation of these varying ways 
and by deceit and whitewash made them appear 
good even if they were contrary to God's will (2 Cor 
11:14). If Satan had not interfered, all the character
istics of their good nature would have remained 
good and uncorrupted. 

Mter the creation and disobedience of man, God 
added forces making use of our nature more difficult 
than it would have been if God had been obeyed. 
Conception and child birth is a force of human na
ture but God made it painful. Eating is part of nature 
but God made it more difficult to cultivate food be
cause of weeds and thorns. These difficulties are still 
with us, and like the rainbow, remind us that what 
God did was for our learning that disobedience car
ries painful consequences. Even though God re
vealed that it is not in man who walks to direct his 
steps we still try to change our God given nature to 
what appears more convenient for our pleasure. 

Human nature expresses itself in forces such as 
these passions. Sexual relations, search for food and 
drink, self preservation and comfort, outbursts of 
emotion, communications, the need for rest and 
sleep, the desire for liberty. The desire for learning 
and production of faith, the need to love and worship 
and fear God and the desire to develop community. 
Humans are not solitary creatures. It is obvious that 
there are ways to submit to all of these passions in a 

righteous and acceptable manner and there are ways 
to corrupt these passions and generate evil ways. A 
search through the Old Testament will outline the 
corruptions and the New Testament will direct us 
back to a new nature to put on. It is not a new nature 
to God: it is a new nature to corrupted humans. 

The human nature of sexual passion was neces
sary to replenish the earth and was intended to cause 
a man to leave father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, become on flesh and continue that oneness un
til death separated them. This has been corrupted in 
more ways than I wish to list. The nature to need 
food has produced theft, covetousness, selfishness 
and war. Our natural desire for self preservation and 
comfort has caused us to make these forces the trea
sure of our heart, and our desire to communicate has 
made our mouth a flame thrower, starting fires that 
are destroying all of nature and many of God's ways. 
Our desire for rest and relaxation is doing what So
lomon warned of; bringing unsatisfied want. 

The answer to this corruption is what Jesus be
gan h~s ministry with, the call to repent. The major 
thrust of the word repent is to instill the desire to 
change. We apply the word to a change from what is 
evil to what is good. Repentance should be the desire 
to change the way we express our nature to the way 
God intended it be expressed. This kind of change 
will take as long as it takes us to behold the glory of 
God and change into his image from one degree of 
glory to another. The determination to begin this 
change began when we decided to repent and be 
baptized according to the stated will of God, for the 
remission of past sins and rise in newness of life de
voted to continuous improvement of the forces guid
ing us. We cannot reach the image of Christ without 
continual repentance and forgiveness through the in
tercession of Jesus. This assistance from Christ and 
the Holy Spirit is found only in the Kingdom of 
Christ, the household of God. We now call this com
munity of believers, the church of Christ. 

5679 Windsong Dr. • Milton, FL 32570 
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Restoring New Testament Christianity 
By Larry R. Scott 

Each new day we seem to be reminded in some 
way of how fragile our world's ecosystems are. 
The observant motorist may have seen some 

new signs located along North Carolina's right-of
way on highway 17 after you have entered the two
lane stretch between Williamston and the Martin 
County line. The signs say, "Warning - Entering 
Wetlands Area." Our society and our government of
ten find itself involved in an ongoing effort to restore 
certain areas to their natural or original state. Refor
esting cut timberland, restoring wetlands, replenish
ing beach fronts, restocking lakes or rivers with native 
fish, and so the list goes on. 

Our world is in a constant state of change and 
yet, there are some things that must be maintained in 
their original state. We must constantly monitor the 
quality of the air that we breathe and keep the under
ground aquifers healthy for our drinking water. We 
are interested in what foods we eat and how they 
were grown. The foregoing things we have men
tioned are of a temporary nature and will not last re
gardless of how hard we try. 

There is something though that is of far more 
lasting value than the temporary food and water of 
our physical environment. Eternal life must always 
be kept at the forefront of our daily thoughts and ac
tivities. This world is temporary and will one day be 
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destroyed. The life to come in the world that re
mains unseen is the only one that will last. Wouldn't 
it be great if everyone believed that there was a cre
ator? Wouldn't it be wonderful if all mankind would 
acknowledge God as man's maker and Jesus Christ 
as man's savior? Think of how much good could be 
accomplished in the name of religion if everyone 
taught the same thing and believed the same thing! 
People renovate their homes and go to great lengths 
to restore master pieces to their original beauty. But 
we often neglect our souls' salvation by listening to 
man-made doctrines, dogmas, and creeds. My title 
for this article is "Restoring New Testament Chris
tianity." 

The Bible is God's only book that has been given 
by inspiration and reveals to mankind man's purpose 
and God's ultimate will for him. The Bible is the only 
source book for what we do and teach in the name of 
religion. Everything else is counterfeit. The Old Tes
tament resounds with the fact that mankind often 
disobeys God and must be restored. The New Testa
ment builds on the teachings of the Old Testament to 
bring man to the savior, Jesus Christ, so he can be 
saved eternally from sin. The one church that Jesus 
built over 2,000 years ago is the only church that 
bears his name. The church is the kingdom and they 
are one in the same. The body of believers that Jesus 
died for is the church that began on Pentecost in 
Jerusalem in A.D. 33. The book of Acts explains its 
miraculous beginning and subsequent growth. Every
one who was added to the church was added by 
Christ himself when that individual heard the gospel, 
believed it and obeyed it. Today we can be a New 
Testament Christian by doing and teaching the same 
things that the early church did and taught. Today 
we must restore Christianity to its original state by 
returning to the Bible and leaving religious division 
behind. Want you do your part in restoring New Tes
tament Christianity? Be baptized into Christ today 
for the remission of your sins and be just a Christian! 
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Unmasking the 11Gay'' Agenda 
By J. MaH Barber 

A ericans who self-identify as "gay'' or lesbian 
comprise roughly one to three percent of the 
population. Yet the homosexual movement 

-led by extremist homosexual pressure groups like 
the so-called Human Rights Campaign (HRC) -
represent, per capita, one of America's most power
ful and well-funded political lobbies. Consider that 
HRC and the HRC foundation alone have an annual 
budget in excess of 50 million. 

Through a carefully crafted, decades-old propa
ganda campaign, homosexual activists have success
fully cast homosexuals - many of whom enjoy posi
tions of influence and affluence - as a disadvan
taged minority. They have repackaged and sold to 
the public behaviors which thousands of years of his
tory, every major world religion and uncompromis
ing human biology have long identified as immoral 
and sexually deviant. 
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The Goal 

As with every major political movement, the homo
sexual lobby is pushing a specific agenda. It is often 
called the "gay agenda." At its core is a concerted ef
fort to remove from society all traditional notions of 
sexual morality and replace them with the post-mod
ern concept of sexual relativism. That is to say, when 
it comes to sex, there is never right or wrong. All 
sexual appetites are "equal." If it feels good, do it. 

Ultimately, the homosexual lobby's primary ob
jective is to radically redefine our foundational insti
tutions of legitimate marriage and the nuclear family 
by unraveling God's natural design for human sexu
ality. In so doing, they hope to elevate their own 
spiritual and biological counterfeit and establish a 
sexually androgynous society wherein natural dis
tinctions between male and female are dissolved. 

This creates cultural and moral anarchy. 

In Their Own Words 

What you are about to read is just a quick, though 
disturbing, glance behind the homosexual lobby's 
lavender curtain. 

Below are two of the central demands put forth 
by homosexual activists in their "1972 Gay Rights 
Platform": 

- uRepeal all laws governing the age of sexual 
consent.'' (This should send a chill down the spine of 
any parent. It would legally allow pedophiles, and 
homosexuals who were so inclined, to access your 
children and teens for their own predatory sexual 
gratification - so long as those children "con
sented" to having sex.) 

- "Repeal all legislative provisions that restrict 
the sex or number of persons entering into a marriage 
unit.'' (Once marriage is redefined, there can be no 
logical or ethical objection to any conceivable "mar
riage" combination, including polygamous "mar
riages." By watering down marriage, "gay" activists 
and like-minded politicos [usually activist judges] re
move this foundational institution's intrinsic value.) 

Here are just a few of the demands the homo
sexual lobby put forth during the 1987 (Homo
sexual) "March on Washington": 
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- "The government should provide protection 
from discrimination based on sexual orientation in 
employment, public accommodations and education 
just as protection is provided on race, creed, color, 
sex, or national origin." ([ENDA] This would force 
all re ligious business owners, landlords and schools 
to abandon- under penalty of law- sincerely held 
and constitutionally protected religious beliefs and 
adopt a view of sexual morali ty that runs entirely 
counter to central teachings of every major world re
ligion.) 

- "Anti-homophobic curriculum in the schools." 
(Translation: pro-homosexual, government-man
dated indoctrination. This is already occurring in 
thousands of public schools throughout America. 
Children are being force-fed the absurd notion that 
male-male anal sodomy is a perfectly acceptable, "al
ternative" sexual "orientation." This calculated pro
paganda continues to expand, despite the fact that 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has acknowledged that such behaviors place 
participants at extremely high risk for dangerous and 
often deadly infectious disease.) 

- "The government should ensure all public edu
cation programs include programs designed to com
bat lesbian/gay prejudice. . .. Institutions that dis
criminate against lesbian and gay people should be 
denied tax-exempt status and federal funding." (This 
means churches, religious schools and religious busi
nesses. Some jurisdictions, such as the state of New 
Jersey, have already begun removing tax-exempt sta
tus from church related ministries that refuse to pro
vide "commitment ceremonies" to homosexuals.) 

- "Public and private institutions should support 
parenting by lesbian or gay couples." (This is now be
ing mandated in many states such as California and 
Massachusetts. In Massachusetts, Catholic Charities' 
adoption service was recently forced to close down 
because it refused to assign children to homosexuals 
for adoption.) 

The push for federal "hate crimes" legislation is 
another activist too l intended to si lence traditional 
views on human sexuality and sexual morality. Simi
lar laws have already been used around the world, 
and even right here at home, to persecute Christians 
and other traditionalists. For example, in 2004, 11 
Christians were arrested in Philadelphia and charged 
with a "hate crime" for merely preaching the Bible at 
a public homosexual street festival. They could have 
served up to 47 years in prison (CNS News). 
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Islam 

W M repo rts the following outrages in 
arious Islamic countri es : 

• Reports of children's television programs tha t 
feature demonic clones of M ickey Mouse, Sesame 
Street characters and o ther kids' favorites, in which 
the " lovable" stars teach children li es, ha tred and 
murder. 

• Reports of rape victims being flogged and im
prisoned, as when a Saudi court recently sentenced a 
20-year-old female victim, who had been ga ng-raped 
by seven men, to 200 lashes and six months in prison 
fo r the crime o f being in a car with a m an no t her 
husband, brother, or father. (Thanks ro intense inter
na tio nal pressure, Saudi King Abdullah fi nally par
doned the rape victim.) 

• Reports of "sermons" de livered by rop islamic 
clerics openl y ca lling fo r mass murder, such as this 
one by Dr. Ahmad Abu H alabita, former acting rec
tor of the Islamic Uni versity in Gaza: "0 bro ther be
lievers, the criminals, the terrorists, a re rh e Jews, 
w ho have butchered our children , orphaned them, 
widowed our women and desecrated our ho ly places 
and sacred sites. T hey are the terro rists. They are the 
ones who must be butchered and killed , as Allah the 
Almighty sa id: 'Fight them: Allah will tOrture them 
at your hands, and will humiliate them and will help 
you to overcome them, and will relieve the minds of 
the believers' ... Have no mercy on the Jews, no mat
ter where they are, in any country. Fight them, wher
ever you are. Wherever you meet them, kill them. 
W herever you are, ki ll those Jews and those Ameri
cans who are like them .. . " 

• Reports - perhaps 5,000 every year, accord
ing to the U.N. - of " honor killings" in which fa
thers, brothers or mothers bruta lly murder their own 
daughter/sister merely for being seen in public with a 
male o r similar "offense." For example, two Jo rda
nian brothers used axes to hack to death t heir rwo 
sisters, aged 20 and 27, in an "honor killing" afte r 
the o lder sister left home to marry a man without her 
fam il y's permission . H er yo unge r siste r later ra n 
away to jo in her. " It was a bru tal scene," one officia l 
said, according to rhe j ordan Times. "One victim's 
head was nearly cur clean off." 

• Reports of young g irls tortured and raped into 
convening to Islam. Mary, an 18-year-o ld Egy ptian 

girl, was brutally abducted, raped and held captive 
fo r nine months by Islamic kidnappers who poured 
sul furic acid o n her wrist to remove the tattooed 
cross she wore as a statement of her Christian fai th. 
Along with endu ring the sexual abuse, she was re
quired to fast, pray and memorize portions of the 
Quran. Though at first she refused to wear the tradi
t ional Islamic veil, Mary later told reporters, "They 
warn ed me that if I removed it they would throw 
acid on my face ." Eventually, under unbearable pres
sure and abuse from her capto rs, she signed official 
papers of conversion to Islam. 

• Reports of maniacal " religious police," such as 
those in Saudi Arabia who on March 11 , 2002, al
lowed 15 yo ung girls to die ho rrible deaths when a 
fire broke out in thei r school in Mecca. The religious 
po lice literally stopped firefighters from saving the 
gi rl s because they weren' t dressed in the proper Is
lamic way for girls and women to be seen outdoors. 
With helpless firemen watching, the religious police 
literally beat the girls - those w ho were no t wearing 
their headscarves or abayas- back into the inierno. 

"This is fu ll-fledged, criminally pa thological 
madness," says WND and Whistleblower Managing 
Editor David Kupelian. "It's rooted in a lethal com
bination of hatred and insane philosophy, both so 
dee ply implanted and so massively reinfo rced that 
there is bare ly a person reading these words that can 
even begin to comprehend such extreme child 
abuse." FF 
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Expelled Ben Stein's Documentary 
By William Mayer 

D arwin ... Darwin ... Darwin ... you can a lmost 
hear Ben Stein murrering ro himself as this 
documentary, "Expell ed - No Intelligence 

Allowed," unfo lds. H avi ng o pened o nl y yesterday 
(Apri l 18, 2008) it has a lready left the piggies that 
feed a t th e trough of big science foam ing at the 
mouth and staggering about in near apoplexia. 

So outraged are the fa scisti in telligentsia by 
Stein's work that as the film's website makes clear, 
" . .. the Na tiona l Center For Science Education has 
taken the extraordinary and unprecedented step of 
bui lding a website devoted solely to discrediting the 
... film ... " an overtly political act. 

Science subord inating itself to pol itics? 
H ow can this he and w hy was it deemed neces

sa ry? 
Well primarily because Ben has seen fit to present 

the no t-so-pretty face of what the field of evolution
ary biology has become and how an obvio usly left
leaning bunch of fa natical atheists are suppressing
at all levels- inqu iry into an interesting if no t prom
ising avenue o f exp lo ra tio n called intelligent design. 

Bur isn ' t intelligent design merely a code phrase 
for creationism? 

No, no t at a ll. 
In telligent design [TO] is a hypothesis, a way of 

attempting a better explanation regard ing the origin 
of the species than Charles Darwin's now 150 year
old theory. ID rests heav ily upo n an idea ca lled irre
ducible complexity, a term origina ted by biochemist 
Michael Behe and ex pla ined in his 1996 book 
"Darwin's Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to 
Evolution," which posits t ha t biologica l systems are 
far roo complex ro have simply "evolved," from the 
inanimate compo nents percolating in some primor
djal pool of mud. 

Behe argues that the odds are impossibly high of 
such a th ing happening by chance, ruled out math
ematica lly because of the sheer number of mutations 
requ ired, which would have ro occur, in exactly the 
right order, at exactly the right time ro construct the 
DNA for even such a simple o rganism as a bacteri al 
flage llum. 

T he central ropic of Expelled is not about the sci-
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ence of intelligent design, though that is certainl y 
laid o ur, bur rather it is about more uni versal con
cerns, li berty and freedom, especia ll y intellectual 
freedom and irs intentional suppressio n in thi s par
ticular case. 

To establish that fact Stein interviews on camera 
a ha lf-dozen or so highly credentialed professional 
scienti sts who have been fo rced out of academia, lost 
their jobs and blackballed, one fo r the sim ple act of 
having a llowed ro be published in the periodical he 
was responsible for editing, a s ingle articl e which 
mentions the verbo ten term, inte lligent design. 

For this and simi lar s ins against scientific orth o
doxy these fo lks are either fired , fail to be granted 
tenure, see their grants dry up or are simply harassed 
out of their positio ns. The anxiety quoti ent is so high 
over potential loss o f employment and retributio n 
that many scientists who have first-hand knowledge 
of this phenomenon refused to be seen o n camera, 
fo r fea r of reprisa l, and were inte rviewed in the dark. 

Second of the Crown o f Creation Series. 
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Stein does an extraordinarily good job exploring 
the dark side of the Darwinian theory of evolution, 
how explaining life as a mere series of complex 
chemical reactions cheapens it to the point where 
Hitlerian theories such as Eugenics and master race 
ideology become justifiable. 

Lest one get the impression that this was some
how a European thing be warned that Margaret 
Sanger's Planned Parenthood was organized around 
identical principles and that during the height of this 
mania in the early 20th century 50,000 Americans 
were forcibly sterilized [see, Edwin Black's 2003 
book, '"'War Against the Weak"]. 

Though treated with respect, under Stein's 
simple Columbo style, gentle cross examination, the 
defenders of Darwinian evolution - such as Richard 
Dawkins [author of '"'"The God Delusion'']- come 
off as pompous asses, genuinely scary individuals 
who are fearful that their hegemony might be end
Ing. 

What emerges from Stein's questioning is that 
the majority of these politicized practitioners of un
free inquiry are not just agnostic or atheists but are 
phobic in their reaction to any religion predicated on 
the existence of a Deity and quite willing in their po
sition as "guardians of the truth," to impose their 
Godlessness as official dogma in America's class
rooms working in league with similarly motivated 
educrats through the control of textbooks and simi
lar materials. 

Such a reaction is explainable in that these 
people have replaced traditional belief with a totali
tarian and regimented scientific secular religion in 
which freedom of inquiry is strictly controlled. 

If the case of ID is insufficient to allow one to 
connect the dots regarding politicized science, kindly 
substitute the Gaia-centric secularism of Global 
Warming, because exactly the same modalities are in 
play. 

To see the extent to which this suppression has 
take hold, consult the internet encyclopedia project 
Wikipedia on Intelligent Design or any of its propo
nents. The main article on the topic is a near carpet
chewing anti-ID rant obviously written by its detrac
tors and- at great variance with Wiki's usual open 
structure - the piece is actually padlocked by its 
author(s) and incapable of even being edited - a 
sure sign of intolerance and fear, equivalent to a 
cyber book burning. PipeLineNews.org 

April 18, 2008 
F 

Coffman 
Commentaries 
By James Burton Coffman 
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Potpourri ••. 
T he purpose of "Potpourri" is to give a conve

nient index to our readers on trends in soci
ety as it reflects spiritual matters. 

Ours is an age of humanism and materialism and 
modernism and it is imperative that we join hands in 
attempting to avoid drifting from the "things that 
were heard." Our primary concern in these pages is 
to alert people to trends away from the moral law of 
God and into the moral decay and degradation. 

0, by the way, we have two good friends, Earl 
Davis of Chicago, and Elvin DeShazo of Houston 
who spend many hours scrounging up information 
for this column. Please give me a little space to say, 
once again, "Thank you, Elvin and Earl, thank you!" 

So, here we go ... 

4ferf 
• WASHINGTON - From India to Mrica to 

North Korea to Pakistan and even in New York City, 
higher grain prices, fertilizer shortages and rising en
ergy costs are combining to spell hunger for millions 
in what is being characterized as a global "silent fam-
in e." 

The World Food Prices {WFP) launched a public 
appeal weeks ago because the price of the food it 
buys to feed some of the world's poorest people had 
risen by 55 percent since last June. By the time the 
appeal began last week, prices had risen a further 20 
percent. That means WFP needs $700 million to 
bridge the gap between last year's budget and this 
year's prices. The numbers are expected to continue 
to rise. 

The crisis is widespread and the result of numer
ous causes - a kind of "perfect storm" leading to 
panic in many places: 

• In Thailand, farmers are sleeping in their fields 
because thieves are stealing rice, now worth $600 a 
ton, right out of the paddies. 

• Four people were killed in Egypt in riots over 
subsidized flour that was being sold for profit on the 
black market. 

• There have been food riots in Morocco, 
Senegal and Cameroon. 

• Mexico's government is considering lifting a 
ban on genetically modified crops, to allow its farm
ers to compete with the United States. 
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• Argentina, Kazakhstan and China have im
posed restrictions to limit grain exports and keep 
more of their food at home. 

• Vietnam and India, both major rice exporters, 
have announced further restrictions on overseas 
sales. 

• Violent food protests hit Burkina Faso in Feb
ruary. 

• Protesters rallied in Indonesia recently, and 
media reported deaths by starvation. 

• In the Philippines, fast-food chains were urged 
to cut rice portions to counter a surge in prices. 

• Millions of people in India face starvation after 
a plague of rats overruns a region, as they do cycli
cally every 50 years. 

• Officials in Bangladesh warn of an emerging 
"silent famine" that threatens to ravage the region. 

Presbyterian Split 
• The majority of a large southwest Florida 

church will officially leave the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) on Good Friday, following a decision by the 
regional presbytery to allow their departure. 

• Covenant Presbyterian Church in Fort Myers, 
Fla., a congregation of 1,340 members, had voted 
last month to request dismissal from the PC(USA). 
The majority, 7 6 percent, voted in favor of leaving, 
citing that the denomination is headed in a liberal di
rection. And 24 percent voted against it. 

• Peace River Presbytery declared the church di
vided and denied the congregation's request to leave. 
The presbytery, however, created an administrative 
commission to negotiate with church leaders and 
members who wanted to leave and those who 
wanted to remain. 

• Negotiations went smoothly, according to Gra
ham Hart, general presbyter of Peace River 
Presbytery. In a Feb. 28 meeting, the commission 
agreed to dismiss the majority of the congregation on 
March 21. 

• The breakaway group, who has been holding 
separate worship services since Feb. 10 from those 
who voted to stay in the PC(USA), has also agreed to 
begin worshipping at another facility on Easter Sun
day. The remaining members will continue to wor
ship at their current building. 



Atlanta Minister Resists 
• "We simply must do everything within our 

power to protect our Church and its members from 
public scrutiny and a Congressional evaluation of the 
validity of our beliefs." Those words are part of a let
ter Atlanta denominational minister, Creflo Dollar, 
has sent to members of the U.S. Senate Finance Com
mittee explaining why he is ignoring their March 
31st deadline to hand over his church's financial 
records. 

Dollar's World Changers Church International in 
College Park is one of 6 mega-churches across the 
country that Republican Senator Charles Grassley of 
Iowa asked to hand over their books last November. 
Grassley said he was reacting to complaints that 
some churches may be abusing federal non-profit tax 
laws through lavish spending. His quest turned non
partisan earlier this month when Senator Max 
Baucus of Montana joined in the request. 

Creflo Dollar initially agreed to the spirit of the 
request last fall, publicly disclosing in December that 
his church had taken in $69 million the previous 
year. But he and his attorneys now argue only the In
ternal Revenue Service can look into whether his 
church is complying with federal tax laws. 

Another metro Atlanta area mega-church that 
initially resisted the request is now apparently will
ing to go along with it. Eddie Long of New Birth 
Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia has indicated 
he will comply with the Monday deadline, according 
to a spokesperson for Sen. Grassley. 

In his refusal letter, posted on his church's 
website, Dollar claims the Senators' request violates 
the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and 
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amounts to a violation of the separation of church 
and state. The Senate committee has threatened to 
issue subpoenas for the records of any church that 
doesn't surrender them voluntarily. 

At least one other mega-church minister is also 
refusing to comply. Kenneth Copeland of Texas, who 
has been a mentor to Dollar, sent a letter to support
ers saying, "The enemy is not going to steal what the 
Lord has won through this ministry, and he is not go
ing to use this attack to bring harm to the rest of the 
churches and ministries in America." 

Four other televangelists, Benny Hinn of Texas, 
Randy and Paula White of Florida and Joyce Meyer 
of Missouri have indicated they will turn over their 
financial records to the committee (CR Newswire, 
Apr. 1, 2008). 

Canada Is Judgmentall 
• The Canadian government has ordered a 

Christian ministry that teaches doctrine and the dif
ferences between Christians and cults shut down be
cause its reference materials were "critical" of the be
liefs of those who are not Christian. 

So what used to be called MacGregor Ministries 
with offerings in how to recognize and eliminate 
"faulty fads" in Christian churches has been re-cre
ated in the United States, and now operates under 
the name MM Outreach Media Ministries. 

Lorri MacGregor, who has dedicated her life to 
explaini11g the straight and narrow of Christian be
liefs since she found her way out of the Jehovah's 
Witness system years ago, told World Net Daily 
Canada's version of a "hate crimes" law prevented 
their work from continuing as it had for nearly 30 
years. 

"Canada is no longer a Christian nation," she 
said. "And watch out America!" (WorldNetDaily, 
March 2008). 

RaHies fes, Poker No 
• COLUMBIA, S.C. - South Carolina voters 

would decide whether to let churches hold raffles 
under a proposal a state Senate panel has approved, 
but church casino nights aren't as lucky. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee agreed Tuesday 
to legislation that would let voters decide in Novem
ber whether to allow churches and community-ser
vice or charitable groups to hold raffles twice a year. 
The state's lottery law now bans them. 

A bill allowing South Carolina churches and 
other nonprofit groups to hold gambling nights was 
defeated on a 13-8 vote. 
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Showers Anyone? 
• A recently passed Maryland county law that 

critics say allows men and women to mix in 
restrooms and locker rooms has been put on hold 
until it goes before voters this fall. 

Officials with Maryland Citizens for a Respon
sible Government say the Montgomery County 
Board of Elections has certified their petition issue to 
appear on the November election ballot. 

The law aims to protect transgender people from 
discrimination in housing, employment, public ac
commodations and various services. 

"We are delighted that the board has validated 
our petition, containing the signatures of over 
32,000 citizens," said Ruth Jacobs, president of 
MCRG. "We have gotten the sense from talking to 
thousands of voters across every political and demo
graphic line that the council is really out of step on 
this one." 

The volunteer organization needed 25,001 sig
natures to succeed. 

MCRG argues the law "loosely" defines gender 
identity as "an individual's actual or perceived gen
der, including a person's gender related appearance, 
expression, image, identity, or behavior, whether or 
not those gender related characteristics differ from 
the characteristics customarily associated with the 
person's assigned sex at birth." 

"This means that a male appearing as or perceiv
ing he is a female, regardless of his DNA, anatomy, 
and chromosomal makeup, could gain the legal right 
to call himself a woman, and use the woman's facility 
in any public accommodation," the group said 
(WorldNetDaily, Mar. 7, 2008). 

Darwinism: file Imperialism of Biology? By Ben Stein 
• Let's make this short and sweet. It would be 

taken for granted by any serious historian that any 
ideology or worldview would partake of the culture 
in which it grew up and would also be largely influ
enced by the personality of the writer of the theory. 

No less a genius than the evil Karl Marx noted 
that even after capitalism succumbed to Commu
nism, society would still be imbued with the class ar
tifacts and cultural values of the system that pre
ceded it. Much smarter analysts than I have noted 
that the whole system of Marxism, especially its 
sharp attacks on capitalists as a class, was motivated 
by Karl Marx's envy of the much wealthier industri
alist/capitalist members of the Marx family. 

In other words, major theories do not arise out 
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of thin air. They come from the era in which they 
arose and are influenced greatly by the personality 
and background of die writer. (In law, this theory is 
known as "legal realism." Judges make up their 
minds on the basis of their prejudices and then ratio
nalize their decisions by pretending to be bound by 
prior case law. One might call what happens with 
ideologies "political realism." Persons make up their 
ideologies based on their times and their life situa
tions.) 

Darwinism, the notion that the history of organ
isms was the story of the survival of the fittest and 
most hardy, and that organisms evolve because they 
are stronger and more dominant than others, is a 
perfect example of the age from which it came: the 
age of Imperialism. When Darwin wrote, it was re
ceived wisdom that the white, northern European 
man was destined to rule the world. This could have 
been rationalized as greed- i.e., Europeans simply 
taking the resources of nations and tribes less well 
organized than they were. It could have been worked 
out as a form of amusement of the upper classes and 
a place for them to realize their martial fantasies. 
(Was it Shaw who called Imperialism " ... outdoor re
lief for the upper classes?") 

But it fell to a true Imperialist, from a wealthy 
British family on both sides, married to a wealthy 
British woman, writing at the height of Imperialism 
in the UK, when a huge hunk of Mrica and Asia was 
"owned" (literally, owned, by Great Britain) to cre
ate a scientific theory that rationalized 
Imperialism. By explaining that Imperialism worked 
from the level of the most modest organic life up to 
man, and that in every organic situation, the strong 
dominated the weak and eventually wiped them 
out, Darwin offered the most compelling argument 
yet for Imperialism. It was neither good nor bad, nei
ther Liberal nor Conservative, but simply a fact of 
nature. In dominating Mrica and Asia, Britain was 
simply acting in accordance with the dictates of life 
itself. He was the ultimate pitchman for Imperialism. 

Now, we know that Imperialism had a short life 
span. Imperialism was a system that took no account 
of the realities of the human condition. Human be
ings do not like to have their countries owned by 
people far away in ermine robes. They like to be in 
charge of themselves. 

Imperialism had a short but hideous history - of 
repression and murder. 

But its day is done. 
Darwinism is still very much alive, utterly domi-



nating biology. Despite the fact that no one has ever 
been able to prove the creation of a single distinct 
species by Darwinist means, Darwinism dominates 
the academy and the media. Darwinism also has not 
one meaningful word to say on rhe origins of organic 
li fe, a striking lacuna in a theory supposedly explai n
ing li fe . 

Alas Darwinism has had a far bloodier life span 
' 

than Imperia lism. Darwinism, pe rhaps mixed with 
Imperialism, gave us Social Darwinism, a for m of 
racism so vicious that it countenanced the Holocaust 
against the Jews and mass murder of many other 
groups in rhe name of speeding along the evolution
ary process. 

Now, a few scientists are questioning Darwinism 
on many fronts. I wonder how long Darwinism's life 
span wi ll be. Marxism, another theory which, in true 
Victorian style, sought to explain everything, is dead 
everywhere bur on university campuses and in rhe 
minds of psychotic dicrarors. Maybe Darwinism wi ll 
be different. Maybe it wi ll last. But it 's difficult to 

believe it will. Theories that presume to explain ev
erything without much evidence rarely do. Theories 
that outlive their era of conception and cannot be 
verified rarely last unless they are faith based. And 
Darwinism has been such a painful, bloody chapter 
in the hisrory of ideologies, maybe we would be bet
ter off wi thout it as a dominant force. 

Maybe we would have a new theory: We are just 
pitifu l humans. Life is unimaginably complex. We 
are still trying to figure it our. We need every bit of 
input we can get. Let's be humble abo ut whar we 
know and what \Ve don't know, and maybe in time, 
some answers wi ll come (www.gerexpelled.com). 

Einsten On God - Blurb 

• "My religion consists of a humble admi ration 
of the illimitable s11perior spirit who reveals himself 
in the slight derail s we are able to perceive with our 
fra il and fee ble minds. That deeply emotional con
viction of the presence of a superior reasoning power, 
which is revealed in rhe incomprehensible universe, 
forms my idea of God" (Albert Einstein, Nobel prize 
for Physics in 1921). 

Defund Planned Parenthood 
• (CNSNews.com) - Rep. Mike Pence of Indiana, 

is proposing an amendment to the appropriations 
bill that funds the Departments of Labor and Health 
and Human Services to prohibit federa l funding for 
Planned Parenthood. 

"l just think it's wrong that the largest abortion 

provider in America is the largest recipient of non
abortion funding under Tirle X," Pence told 
Cybercasr News Service (CNSNews, Mar. 18, 2008). 

Everything You Know Is Wrong 

• ... I' ll get to that in a minute. Lately, it feels that 
liberals and non-believers in general have established 
a very interesting (if nor bewildering) thought pro
cess. Famed atheist, Richard Dawkins, recently vis
ired rhe First Pari sh Church in Cambridge, Massa
chusetts, and made the following statements to 

cheers and applause: "The God of the O ld Testament 
is arguably the most unpleasant character in all fic
tion: jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust, rmfor
giving control-freak; a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic 
cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanti
cidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomania
cal, sadom.asochistic, capriciously malevolent bully." 

He said this in a CHURCH ! 
Well, they ca ll themselves a church, bur a glance 

at their website becomes confusing very quickly. 
Even though you' ll find many references ro "wor
ship" and "re ligious community", you won't fi nd 
who they worship, or anything having ro do with an 
actual religion (except the pseudo-religion of Univer
salism) . 

l find it a little amusing at how a group will do 
nothing bur denounce a particular faith (mainly 
Christianity), and wi ll sti ll pick our the things that 
they can use for their own organization (Sunday 
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"worship services," a "church" building, "minis
ters"). It reminds me of Christmas when a toddler un
wraps a beautiful outfit, throws it aside and goes off 
to play with the empty box. 

It is very scary (albeit, illogical) that is seems like 
the main-stream knows everything that is right or 
wrong, true or false, good or bad, But if you're a 
Christian, you're an intolerant, homophobic racist 
who thinks that it rains because "God is crying." 

They know that God doesn't exist, that the Big
Bang theory has been proved, that we have every
thing in common with apes (except for prenups and 
abortions) and that Global Warming will wipe us out 
in 10 years if we don't act fast. 

Well, AI Gore has been saying that for the past 8, 
14, and 30 years, depending on which part of his in
terview you watch on The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart, so which is it? Do we only have 2 years to 
change, or did the world end 20 years ago? 

I just love how people on the far-left and Atheists 
KNOW these things for certain, but those of faith 
know nothing. It reminded me of the chorus of a 
Weird AI Yankovic song, "Everything you know is 
Wrong": 

Everything you know is wrong 
Black is white, up is down and short is long 
And everything you thought was just so 
Important doesn't matter 
Everything you know is wrong 
Just forget the words and sing along 
All you need to understand is 
Everything you know is wrong. 

"What a perfect example of what they're trying to 
sell us," was my immediate thought. Atheists and 
Far-Lefters are trying to tell us that up is down and 
short is long, and some are buying it! 

WWII Vet 
• Police said one man is in the hospital after an 

elderly North Texas man took action into his own 
hands when confronted by two armed brothers in
side his home Saturday night. 

Police said they believe the brothers went to 80-
year-old James Pickett's home with the intent to rob 
him, and even possibly kill him. However, Pickett -
a World War II veteran, former fighter and lifelong 
John Wayne devotee- wasn't about to let that hap
pen. 

It all began Saturday night when Pickett said he 
opened his door and two men barged inside. 

"He just come through that door stabbing and 
beating," he said. 
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However, Pickett said just before he went to an
swer the door, he had first placed a pistol into his 
pocket. 

"And he jumped and turned, and I shot him 
there," he said. 

The two brothers, Paul and Holden Perry, ran, 
but didn't get far before calling an ambulance. One 
of the bullets just missed Paul Perry's spine. 

"He's my hero," said one neighbor of Pickett. 
"Well, I ain't got no business being a hero, by no 

means," he said. 
Both brothers face assault, burglary and robbery 

charges. Deputies assured Pickett they aren't likely to 
get out of jail anytime soon. However, he didn't 
seem that worried anyhow. 

"I think I'm a ten times better shot than he is," he 
said. " ... But, they best not come back." 

Garfield 
• Back in 18 81, President James Garfield, who 

was also a Christian minister (Disciples of Christ), 
warned that if we "went to sleep," our government 
would become corrupt and tyrannical, and American 
citizens would become nothing more than political 
slaves. He also said: 

Now, more than ever before, the people are 
responsible for the character of their Con
gress. If that body be ignorant, reckless, and 
corrupt, it is because the people tolerate ig
norance, recklessness, and corruption. If it 
be intelligent, brave, and pure, it is because 
the people demand these high qualities to 
represent them in the national legislature. 

James Garfield, ''A Century of Congress" pub
lished in Atlantic, July 1877. 

Girl, J 0, Robber 
• FRANKLIN, Tenn.- Police said a 10-year-old 

girl tried to rob a Mapco Express late Monday night. 
The clerk said the main reason he called police 

was because he was worried about the young girl be
ing out so late and trying to rob a store. 

He said he wasn't sure what the girl wanted until 
she threw a rock that struck him in the chest. The 
rock was all she was armed with. The clerk said he 
was so stunned that the girl had to ask the clerk three 
times for the money. 

"At that time, the clerk said, 'You need to leave 
the store,' and came around the counter toward the 
front of the store. At that time, the child ran out," 
said Franklin Police Detective David Dixon. 

The girl had run away from home that night, and 



police said they believe if they charge her, they might 
be able to find out what's going on in her life that 
might lead her to attempt a robbery. 

"That's our main concern, is kind of getting be
hind, you know, what the problem was, and we want 
to make sure we take care of that problem," Dixon 
said. 

Police said it appears that the child has a stable 
home life and was well taken care of (CDT Mar. 26, 
2008). 

Just Say No 
• Rolling Stones guitarist Keith Richards has ad

vised young people to "lay off the dope" in an inter
view with monthly magazine Uncut. 

The BBC reports that the 64-year-old, who fa
mously claimed to have snorted his father's ashes
but later denied it, revealed what his message would 
be to anyone using drugs. 

"Give it up, it ain't really worth it. I know the 
fascination, but it ain't worth it," he said. 

Wily Not Just Go Baclf to the BiiJie? 
• A major survey of 35,000 Americans released 

this week by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public 
Life confirms the long-held belief that denomina
tional loyalty is fraying - and those with much at 
stake include both mainline Protestant and evangeli
cal churches. 

fllat You May Know 
• A network of "suicide gurus" who use the in

ternet to advise people how to kill themselves has 
been exposed. 

They are blamed for prompting depressed and 
vulnerable youngsters to take their own lives. 

One, an American satanist who boasts of writing 
a guide to the subject, says: "What's the problem 
with ending your life via suicide?" 

Among the most notorious suicide websites, 
which The Sunday Telegraph has decided not to 
name to avoid encouraging their use, are two discus
sion forums, or "chatrooms," in which users offer 
advice on how to end one's life. 

Internet service providers and search engines like 
Google and Yahoo say they cannot block these 
websites and forums unless they are made illegal by 
the Government. 

One of the most notorious figures on the internet 
suicide scene is Nagasiva Yronwode, a self-confessed 
satanist who runs a shop selling occult books and 
charms in the small California town of Foretville, 
north of San Francisco. 

Yronwode, 46, describes himself as the "outreach 
director" for an extremist cult called the Church of 
Euthanasia, which advocates suicide as a means of 
saving the world from the effects of overpopulation. 

Writing under the name Boboroshi, he has edited 
a suicide guide, which details various methods. 
Yronwode's own website contains links to online sui
cide discussion boards and forums. 

He told this newspaper: "The guide is there to 
make it easier for people who opt for suicide to carry 
it out. The purpose of my information is empower
ment for competent human beings who have an inter
est in ending their lives. What's the problem with 
that?" 

"I'm not the protector of these troubled youths," 
he said. "Their parents are the people who made 
them troubled. They are responsible for them. They 
should look at their living conditions, genetic fea
tures and local conditions which might lead them to 
take their own lives. Everything else is a distraction." 

lfome-scboolers in Sboclf 
• National and California home-schooling advo

cates are banding together to fight a state court rul
ing they say could essentially outlaw the practice of 
allowing parents to teach their children at home. 

Home School Legal Defense Association and the 
Home School Association of California say the court 
decision, which said home-schooling parents must 
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have a valid srare reaching license and rhey have no 
constitutional right to home-school, rakes aim at th e 
education programs many fami li es use to get exemp
~ ion from rhe public school system. We're kind of in 
shock," said Mike Smith, HSLDA president. 

No Red Rose and No Love 
• Saudi Arabia's re ligious police have banned red 

roses ahead of Valentine's Day, forcing couples in the 
conservative Muslim nation to think of new ways to 
show their love. 

The Commission for the Promotion of Virtue 
and Prevention of Vice has o rdered flori sts and gift 
sho p owners in the capital Riyadh to remove any 
items colored scarie r, which is widely seen as sym
bolizing love, newspapers said . 

Seven Come Eleven 
• Arelia Margarita Taveras is a gambling addict, 

she spent her whole money in casinos and now is 
owing them like a mi ll ion do llars! Why? She blames 
it on rhe ca inos. And not o nly that, she is suing for 
$20 million. 

I've seen this happen to some relatives of mine, 
they get caught up in gambling and end up losing a 
lor of money. Ms. Taveras had a good job, she made 
$500.00 doll a rs an ho ur working as a lawyer, and 
her life was destroyed because of this addiction. 

It a ll began with a s imple trip to Atlantic City. 
The tr ip was meant fo r relaxation, bm it turned into 
a nightmare. 

"They knew I was going for days without eati ng or 
sleeping. I wou ld pass o ur at the tables. They had a 
dury of care for me. Nobody in their right mind wou ld 
gamble for four or five straight days without sleep
ing," 

Since that trip Taveras life has gone downwards, 
she used $100,000 of cl ient's escrow money to cover 
her losses, charged with forgery and grand larceny at 
the DA's office, lost her apartment and parent's home 
and now is worlcing at a call center. She says "It's like 
crack, only gambling is worse than crack because it's 
menta l. It creeps up o n you, the impulse. Tt's a sick
ness." 
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So, what do you rhink? Is ir the responsibility of 
each person to get some control of what they are do
ing. 

Warning 

• A public a lert was issued ea rly th is evening 
(Mar. 21 , 2008) by Buffalo Po lice, warning thar a 
gang could be staging rear-end collisions tonight on 
a rea roadways and then attacking drivers as part of 
an initiation ritua l. 

Commissio ner H. M cCarth y Gipson ca ll ed an 
emergency news conference a t po lice headquarters 
just before 6:30 p.m. to make the announcement. 

H e said police received "credible information" 
late rhis afternoon suggesting tha t the initiation 
ritua l could involve gang member recruits intention
a ll y causing rear-end co llisions and then robbing or 
assau lting the other driver. 

Gipson suggested motorists be aware of their sm
roundings. If they do become involved in a rear-end 
co llision, he suggested they dri ve to a well-lit area 
and immediately call 9-1-1 from a cellular te lephone, 
if they have o ne. Gipson also suggested mo torists 
sray in their veh icles and continue moving until po
lice arrive (buffnews.com). FF 

What will yours be? 
What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 
Firm Foundation, Legacy 

Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 

(281) 469-3540 • had net 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Questio n: What a re a seraphim and a cherubim? 
How can I see o ne? (Anon.) 

Answer: The word seraphim is found twice in 
..t\.. Scripture. Cherub and cherubim are found 
much more frequently. 

Actually seraphim and cherubim are both plural 
words. The H ebrew language adds the letters im ro a 
masculine noun ro make it plural. There would be 
one seraph, seve ral se raphim; one cheru b, seve ra l 
cherubim. The KJV's seraphims is therefore redun
dantly plura l. 

Seraphim 

In Isa iah's vision of th e L ORD, seraphim srood befo re 
the throne of God. Isaiah describes th em as hav ing 
six wings, each one covering his face with two, cov
ering his feet with two, and using two ro fly. They 
are worshiping God saying, "Holy, ho ly, ho ly is the 
L ORD of hosts; th e whole earth is full of his glo ry" 
(lsa. 6:2-3). 

Confronted with the glory and ho liness of God, 
Isaiah acknowledges his own unworthiness as "a man 
of unclean lips." Then "one o f the seraphim" flew ro 
him, touched his lips with a burn ing coa l and pro
nounced him cleansed and atoned for (lsa. 6:6-7). 

If the word were translated accord ing to irs ety
mology seraphim would be called "flaming ones." The 
same word is translated "fiery" when " fi e ry serpents" 
came into the camp of Israel to punish them for t heir 
idolatrous sexual immorality (N um. 21:6) . Some 
commentators have specul ated based o n that occur
rence that the seraphim in Isaiah were serpentine in 
appearance, bur there is no word for serpent in the 
Isaiah passage and no basis for that suppositio n. 

Serap him are not mentioned by name in the New 
Testament, but there is a striking similarity between 
their descriptio n in Isaiah and the "four li ving crea
tures" ("four beasts," KJV) described in Revelation 4 
and 5. 

The faces of the creatures in Revelation a re de
scribed and the seraphim's faces in Isaiah are not, but 

like the seraphim they had six wings and were before 
the throne o f God crying, "H oly, ho ly, ho ly." 

Cherubim 

Cherubim are first mentioned in the Bible as Adam 
and Eve a re being dismissed from th e garden of 
Eden. "H e drove out the man, and at the east of rhe 
garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flam
ing sword tha t turned every way ro guard the way ro 
the tree of life" (Gen. 3:24). 

When God directed Moses to make the "ark of 
the covenant," He told him to fashio n the top of the 
a rk into a "mercy sear." Two cherubim, joined by a 
bar and facing each other, were ro be molded out of 
gold to fo rm the top of the ark. The spread wi ngs o f 
the cherubim wou ld constitute the back and sides of 
the mercy seat. 

God said H e would mee t Moses there (Exod. 
25 :1 7-21), and later aton ement for the sins of t he 
people would be made there, between the cherubim. 

The me rcy seat and the wings of the cherubim 
made a thro ne. The temples of idols had thrones and 
had images o f the ir gods seated on them. The LoRD is 
a Spirit and as such is invisible, unlike the idols o f the 
pagans. But His throne was there in the Holy of H o
lies, and H e met His people and received their sacri
fices there. 

A classic book back in print 

Bible Women 
A Book for Bible Study 

by Coleman Overby 

This is an excellent study of a lithe women in the Old and 
New Testament. Questions are simplified and cover the 
leading points of every character studied. Following a 
study of the references. "Points to consider" are given. 
These help the student to make proper application of the 
lessons. Useful in ladies classes, young married's classes 
and mixed classes of men and women. 

$5.00 · $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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The New Testament description of the tabernacle 
and its furnishings mention these golden cherubim 
(Heb. 9:5). 

The curtains of the tabernacle were embroidered 
with pictures of cherubim (Exod. 26:1). 

When the temple replaced the tabernacle, huge 
new images of cherubim were built and displayed (1 
Kings 6:22-28). Carved cherubim decorated the 
walls of the house (1 Kings 6:29). 

Many of the other references to the cherubim in 
the Bible are in apocalyptic passages. 

In Ezekiel1 there are four living creatures with a 
human likeness, but with four faces and four wings. 
The four faces were those of a human, a lion, an ox 
and an eagle. Later these living creatures are called 
cherubim (Ezek. 10:15). 

In Ezekiel 10 each cherub has a wheel and the 
four together make up a kind of chariot, which can 
go in any direction without turning. This is the vi
sion from which the folk spiritual, "Ezekiel Saw the 
Wheel," is taken. 

"Ezekiel saw the wheel 

way up in the middle of the sky; 

A wheel in a wheel, 

way in the middle of the sky." 
The four living creatures of Revelation 4 and 5 

each have one face: one a human, one a lion, one an 
ox and one an eagle. Those are the same four faces 
the cherubim of Ezekiel have, except that in Ezekiel 
each cherub has all four of the faces. 

David pictures God in the midst of a storm riding 
on a cherub, coming as swiftly as the wind (Psalm 
18:10). 

Angelic Beings 

In summary, the seraphim and cherubim are living 
heavenly creatures, serving and worshiping God, of
ten appearing when God made himself visible in vi
sions and theophanies. 

Their representations in carvings and embroi
dery are obviously not considered to be in violation 
of the commandment against graven images (Exod. 
20:4). 

Their appearance is not uniform on every occa
sion but is similar in striking ways. 

Like the angels of God in heaven (Matt. 22:30), 
like Satan and his angels (Matt. 25 :41), like the "rulers 
and authorities in heavenly places" (Eph. 3: 1 0), and 
like "the rulers, the authorities, the cosmic powers 
over this present darkness, and the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places" {Eph. 6: 12): all things 

3 6 ~!c~ound;~~: 

were created by Christ, "in heaven and on earth, vis
ible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities - all things were created by him 
and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together" (Col. 1:16-17). 

In Colossians the primary point being made 
about these heavenly or demonic creatures is that 
Christ has preeminence over them all. Christians 
have no need to fear them, or to seek to find ways to 
mollify them, or to be in anyway concerned about 
them. He is their creator, Lord and final judge. 

If we have a right relationship with Him, we 
need not fear anything connected with the spirit
world. 

Where See One? 

The beloved apostle John was, to my knowledge, the 
last person to report reliably seeing any of these 
heavenly beings. 

One of the angels who gave John the visions of 
Revelation said in a closing admonition, to him and 
to us, "Worship God" (Rev. 22: 8-9). 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 
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The Bible Translation Controversy 
Expanded Edition 
by Wayne Jackson 

Which translation of the Bible is the "right" transla
tion? Some view with suspicion most anyone who uses 
any Bible translation other than the King James 
Version. Others, with an equal lack of discernment, 
exhibit little interest in a textually accurate edition of 
God's Holy Book. 

A great number of highly respected, competent Bible 
students have pronounced this small book one of the 
more rational, even-handed discussions to make its 
presence felt in almost a score of years ............. $4.95 

Parables in Profile 
by Wayne Jackson 

In that marvelous galaxy of teaching that came from 
the lips of Christ, a solar system of parables has 
instructed and thrilled multiplied thousands for nearly 
20 centuries. The Lord's parables contain some of the 
most preachable and teachable material in the New 
Testament; no good teacher can afford to ignore this 
depository of divine information. Wayne Jackson, a 
close student of the Bible and a lucid writer, has, in this 
volume, given valuable material on the parables of 
Christ. The outlines have been expanded in this 
revised edition to include rich material so that every 
preacher will find himself using this book frequently. 
This volume contains enough material for at least a six-
month study course ............................................. $7.95 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50 a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (Yl mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 Robert jones, 
minister. 876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) 

373-5583 

-Alabama-
Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith-

Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. S 9 10 6 w d 7 3o 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation un. ' a.m., p.m., e · : p.m. 
available H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

_ California _ Livingston - 1101 w. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

Buellton_ Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell1826 

A translation of the New Testament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
11Charismatic Movementu with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$2.50 plus S2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
b,· Gu~· i\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h!one book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answet"S 
to Religious EI"I"OI"S 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · S2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yc tc•·tla~· and Today 
by Uua·lon Corrman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
Toxas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical , thorough , and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
52.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASS I FIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum chorge S 10. This section is 
designed to occommodote preochers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related molter is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 
to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
ads, classified, directory, display, must be received 6 weeks prior to the desired month of 
publication. All ads must be canceled by the first of the month to ovoid being charged for 
the following month. Ads run until you notify us to stop. 

Preachers Needed 
The Bedfo rd Church of Christ, in the Dallas/Forr 
\Vorrh :~rca is in need of a sound,middlc-:~ge, f:tmily 
man to be our fu ll-time minister. Contact Gerald 
Ball :~t (817) 545-3597. Send resume with refer
ences :~nd phoro to: Gerald B:~ll at the Bedford 
Church of Christ, 2401 Bedford, TX 76021 

Full-time preacher needed. Palacious Chu rch of 
Christ is looking for a married man, sound in rhe 
faith. Send a resume a nd rape of a recent sermon 
ro Charles Hurro, P.O. Box 904, Palacious, T X 
77469 or contact Charles Hurro at (361) 972-
2132 or (361) 972-3091 for more information. 

The Bell Avenue Church of Christ in Amarillo, 
TX has a pulpir minister position open. 1600 Bell 
Stre et , Amarillo , TX 79 106, (806)355-2351. 
bacoc@amaolllin e.com , wruw. bcllaveltttc.org . 
Conmct: Danny Haney, damryhancy@alt.net (806) 
352-0210, 

Preacher Sought: A full time minister is needed fo r 
the Shiprock chu rch of Christ. Located in the 
Northeast corner of New Mexico this work is a 
mission t)•pe work wirh rhe Native Amer ican 
Navajo nat ion. This work is ove rseen by the 
eldership of rhc Brookland ch urch of Christ in 
Brookland, Arkansas. The Shiprock congregarion 
is a sound and faithfu l group of abour 25 members 
with opportunit ies for growth. We a re seeking a 
married man rhar is sou nd, family o rie nted, 
knowledgeable, and possesses good communicarion 
skills. We can supply a good s:~lary and a nice 3-
bcdroom, 2-bath mobile home. If you arc intercsred 
in applying, please submit a resume, a raped sermon 
(video or audio), and re ferences ro: Broo kland 
church of Christ, Arm: Elders, 9664 H ighway 49 B 
No rth, Brook land, AR 724 17. If yo u need 
additional in format ion fee l free ro conracr us at 
870-932-5307. 

Preachers Available 
Gos pel preacher ava il:tblc fo r pu lp ir wo rk, 
preferably wesr of Forr Worth, T exas. Over 40 
years expe rience w ith churches of Christ (not 
liberal) preaching, reaching and wriring. Please 
reply ro: Gospel Pre:~cher, P.O. Box 54 134, Hu rsr, 
Texas 76054. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 
(888) 367-6216 

For Sale 
Restor:u ion Reprints, orhcr books ar grcar pr ices. 
For free lisr end S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfindcrs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 
$9.99 Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

-vrctory 
8ver 

'l'rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

ror those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, cnlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions remo' ed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wondNfu1 gift book. 
$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
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Grounds on Which We Receive the Bible 
as the Word of God, and the Only Rule 

of Faith and Practice 
Prof. J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

Definitions 
In order to free the terms in which our theme is ex
pressed from all apparent ambiguity, and to make 
perfectly clear its meaning, we commence with a few 
definitions. 

In saying that we receive the Bible as the word of 
God, we distinguish between the word of God and 
the words of God. We do not mean that all of its 
words are words of God; for some of them are re
corded as the words of angels, some as the words of 
men, some as those of demons, and some as those of 
Satan. We mean that it is God's word in the sense 
that God, by the inspiration of its writers, caused to 

be written this record of things t hat were said and 
done by himself and certain of his creatures. 

In saying that we receive this book as the on ly 
rule of fa ith, we mean, first, that we receive all of its 
utterances as true in the sense which properly be
longs to them, and therefore as objects of belief; and 
second, that noth ing else, as a matter of rel igious be
lief, is to be required of us. Of course this does not 
bind us to any book now printed in the Bible which 

may prove to have been improperly inserted, or to 

any passage in any book which may prove to be an 
uninspired interpolation. In receiving it as the only 
rule of practice, we bind ourselves in conscience to 

observe all that it appoi nts for us to do, distinguish
ing what it appoints for us fro m what it appointed 
for others in former dispensations; and we refuse to 

be bound by anything which it does not thus ap
point. 

By the "we" in our proposition, is meant, not the 
writer of this essay, nor the writers of the essays in 
this volume, nor the particular body of disciples with 
which these writers are identified; but all, every
where, who do thus receive the Bible. Many, it is 
true, receive the Bible as the word of God who do 
not receive it as the only rule of faith and practice; 
and we shall accordingly divide the question, dis
cussing first the grounds on w hich the book is re
ceived in the former sense, and afterward the 
grounds on which it is received in the latter sense. 

There is still another distinction which must be 
noted before we enter upon our principal theme. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Power of Sin 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Sin is uncommonly powerful. To renounce sin and drive it out 
of your life requires lavish strength and boldness born of 
deep conviction. 

"Feeble assurance" is a contradiction in terms. 
John, the apostle, sketches in bold strokes and sharp colors 

the bewitching power of sin. He portrays the essence of evil as an 
exceptionally beautiful woman. Her name is "Mystery Babylon," 
and she is the "mother of harlots1 and of abominations" (Rev. 
17:5). 

Mystery Babylon is the JezebeF of all ages. This brazen 
mother of impurities is "arrayed in purple and scarlet, and 
decked with gold and precious stone and pearls, having in her 
hand a golden cup full of abominations, even the unclean things 
of her fornication" (Rev. 17:4). She is drunk ... drunk "with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus" 
(Rev. 17:6). 

This slut rides on the back of a "scarlet beast." The skin of the 
bright-red beast is tattooed with every conceivable vile name - a 
veritable dictionary of blasphemous and abominable words. 

He has seven heads and each head has ten horns and on each 
horn is a crown- seventy horns and seventy crowns (Rev. 17:3). 

The horn of an animal is its power, or fighting tool. The 
crown represents royalty. This is a word picture of Satan and por
trays his strength and dominion. He is "the prince of darkness." 
The beast was, is not, returns, and finally goes to perdition, that 
is, is cast into a lake of fire and brimstone, where he remains end
lessly (Rev. 17:8, 11; 19:20; 20:7-10). 

The beast represents Satan. The obnoxious but gorgeous 
woman on his back is sin. The devil is powerful and gives his 
strength to the woman and she, in turn, empowers Satan. They 
feed each other. 

The beautiful, drunk harlot and mother of abominations is 
wanton ... undisciplined, unruly, playfully cruel, lewd, bawdy, 
causing sexual excitement, lustful, sensual, merciless, inhumane, 
and luxuriantly rank. 

1 John 2:16-17 says, "For all that is in the world, the lust of 

1 The KJV translates "great whore" in Rev. 17:1. 
2 A woman whose conscience was seared and whose wickedness defies description. She 
massacred the prophets of Jehovah and at her threat the great prophet was afraid and 
"ran for his life" (1 Kings 16:30-31; 19:2-3). 



the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world. 7 And the world passetl1 away, and 
the lust thereof: bur he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever." 

"Our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, against the world-rulers of this 
darkness, agai nst the spiritual hosts of wicked ness in the heavenly 
places" (Eph. 6: 12). 

This description is a figure of the incred ible power of sin. The 
fascination of wrong-doi ng enslaves a ll who bow at the devil 's 
throne. If he gets his hooks into you, it is all but impossible to be 
free from his rule. 

Sin is appea ling, infectious and addictive. 
The pitiful mass of ill egal-d rug devotees in our society who 

seem unable to break the bonds of their allurement is evidence of 
the power of sin. 

The countless stories told in numerous books and articles re
cite the same tiresome story. The victim gets hooked and the drug 
in his system demands to be fed. 

The poor person takes a little and thinks the craving will go 
away, but it only cries out for more ... and more . .. and more . . . 
and more, until its volume turns on the user and poisons him. 

They call this "toxicity" and it means having so much of the 
poison in the system as to threaten serious disability or death. 

Usually a trauma forces the person to seek help and detoxifica
tion. 

T he drug-junkie calls this "detox," which causes mental ten
sion that is almost unbearable. 

After several stressful days or weeks the poison is flushed from 
the body and the addict is sober. 

He leaves the detox facility telling himself "never again." 
But the beautifu l woman dressed in purple and scarlet and 

decked with gold, silver, and pearls causes him to say to himself, "I 
will try a little - not much, because much can be deadly, but a 
little can do no real harm." 

T he cycle is repeated and each time is a little worse than the 
time before. 

Looking for the buzz - that glorious release from reali ty and 
plunge into euphoria, which the oppressed person calls "a high," 
but that is really "a low"- the subject seeks a "l ittle" of his favor
Ite pOison. 

The jewel bedecked woman knows what she is doing and the 
"little" soon becomes "a lot" and , once more, the self-deceived 
person is picked up by ambulance or carried by friends to the 
emergency room, which is a doorway to the detox center. 

This vicious cycle can continue for years. It demonstrates 
what Pau l meant w hen he said, "Know ye not that to whom you 
present yourselves as slaves to obey, his slave you are whom you 
obey?" 

You are in the hold (prison) of every unclean and hateful bird. 
The winged-scavenger eats your heart, your soul, your being, but 
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sadly does not eat your flesh, and so you are left to 
repeat the same mistake over and overl. 

Sin is a deliberate choice. "[B]ut each man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, 
and enticed. Then the lust, when it hath conceived, 
beareth sin: and the sin, when it is fullgrown, 
bringeth forth death" (James 1:14-15). 

The process ends, usually, when the rider on the 
pale horse reaps the spirit and throws it into Hades. 
The rider on the ghostly horse is death and he gath
ers the spirits of the damned into the unseen world. 
Only a few escape. 

That is the fact of sin whether the transgression 
is drugs, or excitement, or greed, or power, or any 
other godless, soulless thing. We must have food and 
water, but we must never - never, never, never -
allow food and water to be our master. 

Jesus warned us against "laboring (only) for the 
food that perishes," and tells to labor (also) "for the 
food that endures to eternal life." We must avoid the 
"only" and cling to the "also." 

Simple, isn't it? 
Yes, but, oh, so serious and deceptive. 
Jesus came to deliver us. He said, "The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, Because he anointed me to 
preach good tidings to the poor: He hath sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives, And recovering of 
sight to the blind, To set at liberty them that are 
bruised, To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord" (Luke 4:18-19). 

Redemption is true "liberation" theology. 
Jesus lived, and died, and lived again that we 

might have the possibility of being free from the sla
very of sin (John 3:16). 

Truth-born freedom comes through the awesome 
power of the conviction of faith (John 8:32). 

The conviction of faith (Heb 11: 1) grows out of 
knowledge (Rom. 10: 17). The foundation of belief is 
irrefutable evidence and unanswerable facts. 

When we gather the proof supporting the Bible 
as the Word of God the open mind is compelled to 
acknowledge a divine source. 

It cannot do otherwise. 
Anthony Flew was an unbeliever for most of his 

life, refusing to give credence to the conclusive testi
mony supporting biblical faith. As the setting sun 
caused his shadow to lengthen, he began to recon
sider. Never before had he looked so keenly at the 

evidence supporting the fact of God, creation, and 
eternity. 

Flew added one more book to the long list of his 
literary accomplishments and called it, "There is a 
God," with the sub-title, "How the world's most no
torious atheist changed his mind." 

It is not our purpose just now to review the Flew 
book, nor examine again undeniable reasons for be
lieving that "God is, and that he rewards those that 
seek after him." 

We simply take note of Flew's new-found convic
tion to say that God has left his footprints in nature. 

Romans 1:18-23 says: 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 

heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh
teousness of men, who hinder the truth in 
unrighteousness; 19 because that which is 
known of God is manifest in them; for God 
manifested it unto them. 20 For the invis
ible things of him since the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being perceived 
through the things that are made, even his 
everlasting power and divinity; that they 
may be without excuse: 21 because that, 
knowing God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither gave thanks; but became vain 
in their reasonings, and their senseless heart 
was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to 
be wise, they became fools,23 and changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God for the 
likeness of an image of corruptible man, 
and of birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things. 

If we open our eyes and circumcise our hearts we 
will "clearly see" the "invisible things" of God in the 
created universe. Intelligent design demands an In
telligent Designer. 

There is tremendous force in the revealed, con
firmed, and recorded Word of God. When we "let 
the word of Christ dwell in" us "richly, in all wis
dom" the strength of Satan is dissipated and we can 
overcome the terrible power of sin. 

The Word of God is "living" and "active" and 
"sharper than a two-edged sword." It is seed. Seed 
has life in it. Throw seed upon the ground and the 
"bare grain" may seem to die, but it rises to reno
vated and more glorious life. 

The seed, so tiny and seemingly frail, has promise 
and power and, like Sandburg's grass, it covers all. 

3 One definition of insanity is doing the same thing over and over, but expecting each time a different result. 
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The Word of God, containing the gospel, "is the 
power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth." 

T he gospel is not the power of God unto salva-
ti on to everyone ... but to "everyone that believeth." 

Believes what? 
Believes the gospel, of course. 
Belief and fa ith are synonyms. Faith must mani

fest itself in obedience to the Word of God - the 
Law of the Lord - to give life and purpose and hope 
to "everyone that believeth. " 

James said, "Faith apart from works is dead. " 
Dead faith is like the faith of cowardly deniers of 
Jesus Uohn 12:48) and like that of demons Uames 
2:19) . 

When faith is manifested in repentance, confes
sion that Jesus is Lord, baptism to rece ive remission 
of sins, and being faithful unto death, it is living, ac
tive and saving. 

Some will not believe and the gospel has no 
power for them. Lacking faith in eternal verities, 
they are helpless pawns of a cruel tyrant. 

Sin and Satan are not denied in their life, so sin 
and Satan rule. 

Jesus is not feared and obeyed, so they re nder 
their members as slaves of sin. 

They do it to themselves and must bear the re
sponsibili ty. They render their bod ies to become sin's 
slave. 

T he man of faith renders h is body "a li ving sacri
fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is" his "spiritual 
service." It is his worship of the Great I AM. 
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Romans 6:16-18 says: 

Know ye not, that to wh om ye present 
you rse lves as se rvants unto obedience, his 
servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of 
sin unto death, or of obed ience unto righ
teousness? But thanks be to God, that, 
whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became 
obed ient from t he heart to that form of 
teaching whereunto ye were delivered; and 
being mad e free fro m sin, ye became ser
vants of righteousness. 

You are the slave of whom you obey. 
If you obey sin, it is unto death. 
If you obey the Word of God, it is un to righ-

teousness. 
The choice is yours. 
You are somebody's slave (fool). 
Whose fool are you? 
"Let no man deceive himself. If any man thinketh 

that he is wise among yo u in this world, let hi m be
come a fool, that he may become wise" (1 Cor. 
3 :1. 8). 
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Grounds on Which We Receive the Bible as the Word of God, 
and the Only Rule of Faith and Practice. 
(continued from page 1) 

While the "we" whose grounds of belief are to be 
stated, includes all believers, all do not receive it on 
the same grounds. There is a great diversity in this 
respect. In order that all may be properly repre
sented in the statements which are to be made, it is 
necessary to present these various grounds, and to 
consider them separately. Believers may be divided, 
in reference to their grounds of belief, into three 
classes; first, the uneducated, who have never made a 
study of the evidences of Christianity; second, the 
more intelligent class, who have paid more or less at
tention to the subject, but have never studied it sys
tematically; and third, those who have investigated 
the subject exhaustively. This classification of believ
ers shall guide us in marking divisions in this part of 
our essay. 

1. The Narrowest Ground of Belief 

A large majority of the believers of this age, and of 
every age except the earliest, have received the Bible 
as the word of God on the one and only ground that 
they have been so educated. They have been trained 
from their earliest childhood to look upon the Bible 
as a sacred book; to reverence it as a most precious 
gift from God; to abhor unbelief in reference to it as 
a deadly sin, and to tremble when the least shadow 
of doubt concerning it passes across their minds. 
They have learned to estimate the truth of all other 
writings by their agreement or disagreement with 
this; and they fully expect to be judged by it in the 
day of final accounts. If they are called upon to give 
a reason for this implicit faith, they seldom go far
ther than to answer, "We have been brought up to 
believe the Bible; our fathers and mothers before us 
have believed it; and we have, never thought of 
doubting it." 

This ground of faith has not received the respect
ful consideration to which it is entitled. It is often 
stigmatized as purely traditional and unreasoning; 
and so it appears to be. But is it any the less valuable 
on this account? On what depends the value of faith 
in anything that is of a practical nature? On the rea
sons which the believer can give for his faith? or on 
the firmness with which he maintains his faith, and 
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the exactness with which he puts it into practice? 
Faith in the genuineness of medicines, in the skill of 
physicians, in the honesty of men of business, in the 
accuracy of interest tables and of logarithms, in the 
constancy of friendship and of marital vows, in ev
erything on which life and well-being depend, de
rives its value from the latter consideration, and not 
at all from the former. If the religion taught in the 
Bible is true, the blessings which it offers to men are 
bestowed on those who believe, and who live in ac
cordance with their faith, without the slightest re
gard to the reasons or the causes which induced 
them to believe. This is true not only of the blessings 
which it offers as the special gifts of God, but also of 
those noble traits of character which this faith brings 
forth as its natural fruits. Not one of these is depen
dent on the reasons which induce men to believe. 
This fact cannot be emphasized too strongly. 

This ground of faith has been pronounced not 
only traditional and unreasoning, but insufficient for 
the trials to which faith must be subjected. For some 
persons it has proved insufficient; and these have ei
ther abandoned the faith, or found better ground for 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3: 16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

•Repent-Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Resurrection-Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev. 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



believing; bur it has proved sufficient for the major
ity of believers in ages past, and it will for ages to 
come. If the good results of faith are dependent, no t 
on the causes of it, but on irs steadfastness and irs 
fruits, it follows that a faith which does not waver, 
and which brings forth these fruits to the end of life, 
has a sufficient basis in which to rest. The faith of rhe 
class now under consideration does remain steadfast 
to the end, and it does bring forth the required fruits. 
Myriads of them are now living, and myriads more 
have gone to rest, the shield of whose faith was never 
pierced by a single dart of unbelief. These believers 
mer the arguments of infidelity, so far as they en
countered them, with a smile or a frown, according 
to the temperament of each; they pitied the infidel as 
an unfortunate and wayward man; they turned to 

thei r Bibles with greater confidence and affection in 
proportion as it was assailed; they wa lked humbly 
with their God, and truly with their neighbors ; and 
in the hour of death they were nor afraid. It is of
fered as an objection, that the same may be truly said 
of fa ith in other books, supposed to be sacred, and in 
other religions which are conceded to be of human 
origin. As respects the ground of faith , this must be 
admitted; but what follows? It does not follow that 
all books and religions thus received are equally true 
and equally beneficial to their adherents. The claims 
of each to be true depend on the evidences which 
can be adduced in its favor; and this is supposed to 
be beyond the ken of the humble believers of whom 
we now speak. If any one of these religions is true 
and divine, the believer in it reaps a ll the good fruits 
of it; and if any is false, the believer in it reaps all the 
good that is in it, if any, and he also just as certainly 
tastes all the bitter fruits which a fa lse system must 
necessari ly bear. The objection, then, is without 
weight; and the ground on which a countless host of 
God's children have rested their faith is vindicated. It 
has proved sufficient for them, though many of them 
have passed through much tribulation to the region 
in which they had laid up their treasures. 

11. Broader Grounds of Belief 

The preceding ground, satisfying as it is to the mass 
of uneducated believers, has proved insufficient for 
those who, either from the natural questi onings of 
awakened thought, o r from the attacks of unbeliev
ers have been constrained to ask whether education ) 

has gu ided them aright. All these inquire for the 
grounds on which their reachers have taught them, 
and they pass into the second or into the third class 

mentioned above, accordi ng to the extent of their 
subsequent investigations. 

1. Most commonl y, the firs t new ground to 
which these awakened minds advance, is this : they 
look to see who the reachers of their faith are; and 
they find that they constitute the overwhelming ma
jority of the good, the wise and rhe learned, of this 
and of a ll past ages up to the age in which the Bible 
became a completed book. They see that these men 
constitute the class best informed on the subject, and 
most likely, both on thi s account and on account of 
their goodness of heart, to decide the question cor
rectl y. They ascertain, roo, that many of these men 
were converted fro m unbelief to belief, as the result 
of their investigations; and although they find that 
some have reversed this process, the number of the 
la tter is so small in comparison as not to seriously af
fect the evidence. 

That this is solid ground on which ro stand is 
made mo re obvious when we reflect tha t it is the 
very ground on which the deductions of science are 
received by the mass of mankind. We accept w hat we 
are taught concerning the geography of distant lands, 
concern ing geology, astronomy, chemistry, and the 
facts o f a ll history, because we have confidence in 
our reachers; and if their deductions are called in 
question by a man here and there, it is sufficient for 
us that his objections amount to nothing in the esti
mation of the great majority of those who are com
petent judges. It is only the very few who are compe
tent to investigate these sciences for themselves; and 
the rest of us are never reproached because we ac
cept our faith from their hands. Scientific men who 
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are rhus credited by their less-info rmed neighbors, 
should be the last men on earth to censure Christians 
for receiving the Bible on similar ground. 

It is said, however, that this ground of faith de
pends entirel y on the circumstance that in the past 
the majority has been on the side of belief, and that 
should the majo ri ty at some future time turn the 
o ther way, the argument would be reversed, and 
would beco me equally strong in favo r of unbelief. 
This is unquestionably true. The argument would be 
reversed, and the state of opinion among the com
mon people would be reve rsed with it. T his would 
be true on any ground o f faith, fo r the common 
people a lways have been and always will be gov
erned in their opinions on all subjects by the conclu
sions of the great majo rity of those who are known 
to be more competent judges than themselves . 
Should infidelity ever secure thi s majo ri ty, the Bible, 
hav ing lost the officers of its army, would of course 
be deserted by the rank and file. But we need not an
t ici pate such a day. If the Bible is from God, it can 
never come. 

2. Others of the class now under consideration, 
while hold ing firmly to the ground of fa ith last men
tioned, look still farth er, and, considering the effects 
which faith in the Bible has had on a ll true and con
sistent believers, they find that these effects are good 
and only good continually. They find that only th ose 
believers who have n or conformed their lives to the 
requirements o f the book have fa iled to realize these 
good effects; and that those who have conformed to 
it most nearly have been the pu rest and best o f men. 
T hey cannot be lieve tha t such traits a re wrought into 
human character by the belief of a book whose wri t
e rs are impostors, and whose distinctive claim for it
self is a falsehood. They cannot beli eve this, because 
they have learned by their own experience, and by 
tha t o f those w ho have gone befo re them, that the 
belief of falsehood is injurious to men, while the be
lief o f tru th a lo ne is trul y and permanentl y benefi
cia l. Many eminent unbelievers have themselves ad
mitted that the highest ideal o f human life wou ld be 
a ttained if men would live according to rhe req uire
ments of this book, and rhus out o f their own 
mouths we confirm the solidi ty of this ground of be
lief. 

A feeble attempt has been made to o ffset this ar
gument by po inting to a very few men in heathen 
lands who have li ved very noble lives and taught a 
very pure morality, though they never saw or heard 
o f the Bible; bu t to this it is truly answered that the 
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life of the nob lest man who ever lived in hea then 
lands cannot compare to those of thousands who 
have believed the Bible; and that o nl y so far as the 
li ves and precepts of these noble heathens are in har
mony with the teachings of the Bible, is t here any
th ing in them to be admired. T he fact, then, instead 
of being an objection to our argument, only confirms 
it by furnishing additional proof of the ennobl ing ef
fects of that which ou r Bible teaches. 

3 . A third ground for the fa ith of the second class 
of believers is one not so easily defined, but fully as 
substantial as either of the precedi ng. It is the stamp 
of truthfulness wh ich is fe lt rather rhan seen as they 
read the Bible and reflect on its contents. They have 
observed that fa lse narra ti ves, even when most plau
sible, have an indefinable air o r rone about them 
which awakens susp icion and causes us to pause and 
hesitate about receiving them; and tha t, on the other 
hand, there is an air or tone abo ut t ru t h wh ich as
serts itself and dissipates doubt. It is comparable to 
the ring of a sound bell, or of a piece of sound porce
la in , as distinguished from that of one slightl y 
cracked. M o re profound thin kers may be able to 
analyze and define the characteristi cs of t ruth and er
ror alluded to, bur our second class of be li evers make 
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no such attempt. The human mind is made for the 
reception of truth, and when it is uncorrupted it has 
a natural susceptibility to truth, analogous to that of 
the eye to light, and of the ear to sound, which en
ables it within certain limits to recognize both truth 
and falsehood. This instinct is no guide in matters of 
a purely scientific character; but in matters of history 
and morals it will assert itself, and its promptings are 
often irresistible. A juryman is often led by it to de
cide cases of property and life, when the explicit tes
timony would have led him in the opposite direction. 
Now those of whom I speak feel, as they read their 
Bibles from day to day and year to year, that they are 
in mental and spiritual contact with narratives and 
precepts which have the ring of truth about them. 
They feel this so distinctly, and it impresses them so 
deeply, that they cannot shake it off if they would, 
and they cannot attempt to do so without doing vio
lence to their moral nature. 

It will be admitted that if God were in any 
proper sense the author of the Bible, it would bear 
these marks of its own truthfulness. Indeed, if he in
spired its authors, he must have desired that his crea
tures should believe its statements and observe its 
precepts; and he would certainly impart this very 
quality to it. The fact, then, that the Bible has the 
identical effect on a vast multitude of its readers 
which its author must have designed if that author is 
God, is no mean proof that God is its author. This 
evidence can have but little effect on those who are 
as yet unbelievers, and who consequently do not re
ceive the impression we refer to; but it is solid and 
satisfactory evidence to all those who have for this 
and other reasons combined received the book as 
true, and studied it for the good that is in it. 

4. The next ground on which we plant our feet is 
found in the incomparable character of Him who is 
the central figure in the panorama which the Bible 
spreads out before us. Friends and foes alike admit 
that Jesus who is called the Christ occupies this posi
tion. He is the centre and soul of the New Testa
ment, and, whether unbelievers will have it or not, 
the law and the prophets all pointed to him as their 
end. Now when we consider who the writers of the 
Bible were, what they were in their education, in 
their prejudices, in their hopes, and in their concep
tions of humanity, we are driven to the conclusion 
that it was impossible for them to either conceive or 
depict such a character as Jesus. This argument has 
been set forth by eloquent writers in whole volumes; 
and it has often been said that the conception and 

portrayal of such a character by these writers with
out divine inspiration would have been a greater 
miracle than any which Jesus is said to have wrought. 
Of course the word miracle is here used in its etymo
logical sense of a mere wonder, and not in its scrip
tural sense of an immediate act of God. Though so 
often and so confidently published to the world, this 
argument has never met with a serious answer, so far 
as the present writer is informed. Until it shall be 
proved to be without force, we must be allowed to 
still believe that the Bible is the book of God, for this 
reason, even if we should be compelled to lay aside 
all others. 

5. As a result of mature reflection on the last two 
grounds of faith, there spreads out before the be
liever another field of evidence, in which he beholds 
a wondrous adaptation of this book to the spiritual 
wants of our fallen race. That we are sinners before 
God, is the profound conviction of every thoughtful 
soul who realizes the existence of a divine being to 
whom we are responsible for our conduct. Every 
such person feels the need of something to impress 
upon him a keener sense of his unworthiness, to de
liver him from the guilt which he has already in
curred, and to give him ability to resist the entice
ments of sin. He looks in vain for deliverance and 
strength to all the systems of human philosophy, and 
to all the religions of earth except that of the Bible. 
In the revelations of this book he finds what he de
sires; or rather, he finds that which, whether con
sciously sought or not, meets and satisfies the 
longings of his soul. He finds in this book, as he 
thoughtfully and believingly reads it, power to sub
due his stubborn will, and to bring him in humble 
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penitence to the footstool of the God whom it re
veals. He finds in the tender mercy there offered to 
him through the atoning blood of a wondrous Re
deemer, whose work is the characteristic and the 
glory of this religious system, the only conceivable 
release from the burden of his guilt; for only in for
giveness, free and final, can the guilty soul find 
peace. Receiving this heavenly gift, he enjoys a peace 
of mind which passes all understanding. Starting for
ward afresh in the journey of life, he finds the same 
good book furnishing him with hopes, and gratitude, 
and courage, which enable him to control himself as 
no other man can, by maxims of wisdom and holi
ness which gradually transform him into the spiritual 
image of his God, and fit him to dwell with God for
ever. With this experience, he cannot doubt that the 
book which has enabled him to attain it, and which 
claims to be the word of God, is all that it claims to 
be. 

6. Some of the class of believers now under con
sideration have extended their readings into general 
history and the history of the church. All such have 
learned that the claim of the Bible to be the word of 
God has passed through fiery trials in the course of 
its history, such as would long since have brought it 
into contempt had it not been too well grounded to 
be overthrown. If the book had come down through 
the ages unchallenged, the continued hold which it 
had on the confidence of men would argue little in 
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its favor; but instead of this, its claim has been hotly 
contested by men of genius and learning from the 
second century after Christ until the present time. 
All manner of literary weapons have been wielded 
against it, including the sneers of scoffers, the ridi
cule of the giddy and profligate, the criticisms of 
men of letters, the deductions of philosophers, and 
the researches of historians. Decipherers of manu
scripts and hieroglyphics, students of archreology, 
delvers in the bowels of the earth, explorers of the 
solar system and of the stellar universe, analyzers of 
historical documents, and experts in comparative 
philology, have unitedly and separately assailed the 
Bible, many times proclaiming that they had put all 
of its friends to flight, and that soon it would have 
no intelligent man to uphold its claims; but through 
all these conflicts it has passed without loss in the 
number of its friends, and not only without loss, but 
with an ever-increasing number who insist that it is 
the word of God. The enemies of the book are 
boldly challenged to tell how this can be, if the high 
claim set up for it is false, or even doubtful. 

This challenge is answered by the statement that 
the tenacious hold which the Bible has on the minds 
of men is the result of superstition, and of an obsti
nate conservatism which is natural to our race. The 
answer is refuted by the fact that it is not the super
stitious part of our race, nor the part most given to 
blind conservatism, that has thus clung to the Bible. 
That portion of the race most given to these two 
weaknesses is found where the Bible is unknown, or 
is made subordinate to other rules of faith, as among 
Mohammedans and Buddhists. On the other hand, 
those nations which have shown themselves freest of 
all from superstition, and quickest of all to cast aside 
old errors and to seize upon now truths, are the very 
nations which have clung most tenaciously to the 
Bible. Not only so, but the class of men in these na
tions most noted for faith in the Bible, includes in it 
leaders in human thought in every department of 
learning. To such an extent is this true, that when 
unbelievers of real learning and talent have for a 
time become leaders of great bodies of men, they 
have, as a rule, soon lost their leadership as a result 
of defeat in the conflicts which their attacks on the 
Bible have provoked. More than two or three might 
be named, who, in the memory of persons now liv
ing, have attained to such leadership and then lost it. 

Now this whole series of battles has been fought 
over the single question, whether the Bible is the word 
of God, in the sense of our proposition. The proposi-



t ion has thus far been so triumphantly maintained 
as to inspire us with the strongest conviction that it is 
true, and that it will continue to be maintained in the 
estimation of an ever increasing number of persons, 
until at last t here shall be none to call it in question. 
The Bible has today an immensely wider recognition 
among men than at any previous period in its histo ry. 
More copies of it are now annually published and sold 
than ever before; more, perhaps, than of any one 
thousand other books combined. It is printed and read 
as no other book ever has been or ever will be, in all 
the languages of the earth which have an alphabet, 
whil e many of these languages have been provided 
with alphabets for the very purpose that the Bible 
might be printed in them. It is one of the most wonder
ful events of this present century of wonders, that on 
May P', 1881, when the Revised Version of the En
glish New Testament was published, more than one 
million copies were sold in a single day, and this 
among the people of all the earth who already had in 
hand the largest number of N ew Testaments. There is 
nothing comparable to this in the history of books. 
These facts guarantee that its power over the next 
generation will be far greater and more world-wide 
than it is now. Indeed, if we judge the future by the 
rules of ordinary foresight, the facilities which now 
exist for the free circulation of this book throughout 
the world, and the multitude of rich and powerful 
friends who esteem it a high privilege to expend fabu
lous sums of money to put it into the hands of every 
human being, argue a future for it which is far more 
glo rious than its most enthusiastic fr iends have 
dreamed, o r Christian poets have sung. 

A book with such a histo ry and such prospects, 
all due to the fact that it is believed to be the word of 
God, cannot be standing on a false claim, if there is 
any such thing as distinguishing between documents 
that are false and those that are true. On this ground 
we rest our faith ; and we feel that in doing so we 
would be standing on a rock, if there was nothing 
else beneath our feet . But we stand not on this alone. 
We step backward and forward on the six diffe rent 
grounds which we have enumerated, with no uncer
tainty in our tread; and when we think of them all, 
we realize that the believer has within his reach, if he 
will reflect soberly, and read but a little outside of his 
Bible, abundant evidence to satisfy an honest soul, 
and to defend his faith against the assaults of unbe

lief. 
To be continued ... 
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(Since we occasionally reprint some of the writings of the beloved john W. McGarvey~ we thought our read
ers would enjoy knowing a little about his life.) 

John William McGarvey 
1829-1911 

Born: Hopkinsville, Kentucky, March 1, 1829. 
Died: Lexington, Kentucky, October 6, 1911. 

Few men among the Disciples have obtained a 
more enviable reputation, and enjoyed more 
generally the confidence of the brethren, 

than the subject of this notice. Blessed with more 
than an average amount of practical common sense, 
and having faithfully done his duty in all the posi
tions he has occupied, it is not strange that he should 
now be regarded as one of the safest and truest men 
in the Church of Christ. 

John W. McGarvey was born in Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, March 1, 1829. His father was born in Ire
land, and, when grown, came to America, and settled 
at Hopkinsville, Kentucky, where, with a small capi
tal, he went into the dry-goods business. His mother 
was a Miss Thomson, of old Virginia stock, and was 
born and reared near Georgetown, Kentucky. In 
1833, his father died, and, some time after, his 
mother was married to Dr. G .F. Saltonstall. 

In 183 9, the family removed to Tremont, Tazewell 
County, Illinois, where he was trained to industry by 
his step-father, and thoroughly instructed in primary 
and academic branches by Mr. James K. Kellogg, a 
successful educator of that place. In April, 184 7, he 
entered the Freshman Class of Bethany College. 
While at college he made the good confession, and 
was immersed, by Professor Pendleton, in April, 1848. 
So soon as he became a Christian,. he determined to 
devote his life to the preaching of the Gospel, and it 
was not long before he gave very conclusive evidence 
of fitness for the work. In July, 1850, he graduated as 
one of the honor men, delivering the Greek speech, 
and receiving marked tokens from the faculty of their 
high appreciation of his scholarship. 

Meantime, his family had removed to Fayette, 
Missouri, at which place, soon after leaving college, 
he taught a male school for ten months. In June, 
1851, his step-father died of cholera, while on his 
way to attend the commencement of Bethany Col
lege. He was a warm friend of the college, and gave 
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it twenty-five hundred dollars while living, and left it 
a child's part in his estate. 

At the call of the Church in Fayette, Brother 
McGarvey gave up his school, and, in September, 
1851, was ordained to the work of the ministry, and 
afterward preached for the Church at Fayette and 
neighboring county churches until February, 1853, 
when he removed to Dover, Lafayette County, Mis
souri. In March, 1853, he was married to Ottie F. 
Hix, of Fayette. 

He resided at Dover nine years, and, during this 
period, he spent about half of the time at home, and, 
the remainder, preaching extensively over the State 
of Missouri, holding five public debates with various 
religious parties; he also collected money to erect a 
boarding-school in his village, and conducted the 
school two years. 

In the spring of 1862, he accepted the pastoral 
care of the Church in Lexington, Kentucky, where a 
large field of usefulness was open to him. During the 
same year he published his "Commentary on Acts," 
which had occupied all the time he could devote to it 
for three and a half years. This is a work of decided 
merit, and at once fixes his reputation as a fine Bibli
cal scholar. 

On the removal of Kentucky University to Lex
ington, in 1865, he accepted a chair in the College of 
the Bible, with the understanding that only a small 
portion of his time was to be devoted to teaching, 
such as would not materially interfere with his labors 
in the Church. Under his ministry, the Church had 
reached a remarkable degree of prosperity, and his 
labors were highly appreciated by the entire congre
gation. But, finding that his whole time was needed 
in the university, in 1866, he resigned his charge of 
the Church; but, as the Church has not succeeded in 
obtaining the regular services of a suitable man, he 
has not yet been relieved. President Graham, how
ever, now shares the labor of preaching with him. 



Brother McGarvey is a little below medium size, 
has dark hair, light hazel eyes, and a very youthful 
appearance for one of his age. He is very strict and 
regular in his habits, and this fact explains why it is 
that he has been able to accomplish so much mental 
labor without impairing his health. 

That which most distinguishes him as a writer 
and speaker is clearness; there is never the slightest 
confusion in his ideas. He has very little imagination, 
and relies almost exclusively on facts for effect. His 
mind is well stored with these, and, in the construc
tion and management of an argument, he uses them 
with great ease and success. In debate he is one of the 
safest and ablest men among the Disciples, and not 

the least source of power here is his remarkable cool
ness - he is never thrown off his guard. 

As a teacher, he has very few superiors. Knowl
edge is what a student needs; hence, the matter-of
fact man is always the best teacher - all other things 
being equal. But Brother McGarvey is also an excel
lent preacher, and, as a pastor, has been eminently 
successful. He has a kind, generous nature, but is not 
very demonstrative. He attends strictly to his own 
business. 

Text from Moore, W.T. (editor), Living Pulpit of 
the Christian Church. Cincinnati: R. W. Carroll & 
Co., Publishers, 1871. Pages 325-326. This online 
edition© 1996, james L. McMillan. 

Profile of Faith: J. W. McGarvey 

Great men multiply themselves in other men, 
a kind of self-multiplication by inspiration. 
Alexander Campbell sent out trained men 

from Bethany College such as Moses E. Lard, W.K. 
Pendleton and 1 ohn William McGarvey. 

"Brother McGarvey," as he affectionately was 
called, was a second generation Restoration leader. 
As a serious student, he was willing to pay the price 
to become a Bible scholar. By budgeting his time and 
caring for his health he was able to contribute liber
ally to Restorationism. 

As a young boy, McGarvey heard very little con
structive preaching. He entered Bethany College as a 
non-Christian. However, in a short time he obeyed 
the gospel under the preaching of Pendleton, one of 
his professors. He was baptized in Buffalo Creek. 
McGarvey heard Campbell preach frequently in the 
little Bethany congregation. He graduated in a class 
of 12 and gave the valedictory address in Greek, 
which was the custom of those commencement exer
cises. 

After graduation from Bethany, McGarvey 
preached several years in Missouri, and the last nine 
were with the Dover church. While living in Dover, 
he conducted discussions in which Ben Franklin and 
Lard debated denominational preachers. In preach
ing, McGarvey spoke with plainness of speech. A 
child could follow his sermons, and adults wondered 
why they could not speak like him. 

McGarvey believed in the verbal inspiration of 

the Bible and promised to defend the Bible through 
thick and thin. He believed that Isaiah was Isaiah, 
1 onah was 1 onah, there was a great fish, and 
Balaam's ass spoke Hebrew as well as his master. 

McGarvey was a preacher who was easy to hear 
and hard to forget. He was a strong doctrinal 
preacher and enjoyed preaching from the book of 
Acts. His favorite preaching method was to take a 
New Testament text and illustrate it with an Old Tes
tament story. 

Concerning the issues of his day, McGarvey took 
a strong stand against instrumental music. He re
fused to hold membership where it was used. He fa
vored cooperation among congregations and lent en
couragement to the missionary society. He wrote op
posing Christians engaging in carnal warfare. 

He moved to Lexington, Ky., from Missouri be
cause he spoke out against Christians participating in 
war and preached to a number of blacks, which some 
brethren opposed. When McGarvey became the 
preacher for the Main Street church in Lexington, it 
was the fourth largest in town. In a short time it was 
the largest. 

Later, he preached 10 years for the Broadway 
church in Lexington. He also served there as an elder 
until 1902 at which time he resigned because of deaf
ness. Within the same year, the McGarveys left 
Broadway because of the introduction of instrumen
tal music into the congregation. They identified with 
the Chester Street church. 
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After graduating he was offered a position on the 
faculty three times, but he refused because he wanted 
to teach only the Bible. The opportunity came in 
1865 to teach Bible survey at the College of the Bible 
in Lexington. He taught there for 40 years, served as 
president for 16 years, and resigned as president at 
the age of 80. 

The classroom was McGarvey's throne, as he 
knew what he taught and then taught what he knew. 
It has been said the McGarvey never read a lesson 
text in the classroom but quoted the lesson from the 
Old or New Testament. The London Times wrote, 
"In all probability, John W. McGarvey is the ripest 
Bible scholar on earth." Some of the preachers he 
trained were eloquent and some were not, but all 
were oriented with a strong biblical foundation. 

McGarvey was a very prolific writer. For more 
than 40 years articles flowed from his pen to such 
periodicals as the Millennia/ Harbinger, American 
Christian Review, and Lard's Quarterly. He pro
duced commentaries on Matthew, Mark, Acts, the 
Gospels (in conjunction with P.Y. Pendleton), and six 
of the epistles. In his books McGarvey dealt with 

criticism against Jonah, the eldership, the authorship 
of Deuteronomy, Christian evidences, and other top
ics. 

The earthly struggles of this distinguished scholar 
ended Oct. 5, 1911. His final words were, "Lord, I 
come, I come." The funeral was conducted at the 
Central building in Lexington. His body was laid to 
rest in the Lexington cemetery near the graves of 
"Raccoon" John Smith, I. B. Grubbs and Henry Clay. 

One great lesson can be learned from the life of 
this scholarly servant, and that is that he gave his 
very best whether he was a gospel preacher, an elder 
or a member of the congregation. He became a man 
of one book and was not content with a superficial 
knowledge of this book, the Bible. 

James Thomas McGarvey, a son, complimented 
his father by saying, "The prodigious amount of 
reading which he did was done for the purpose of 
acquiring the fullest possible knowledge of the 
Book." In joyful service did J.W. McGarvey fill life's 
cup. 

-Dabney Phillips, Gospel Advocate, July 16, 
1987, pp. 434-435 FF 

The Day the Church Began 
By Frazier Conley 

W hat was it like on the day the church be
gan? The day of the beginning of the 
church has to be considered one of the 

most important days of all history. 

The SeHing 

It was sometime near the year A.D. 30, in the holy 
land, in the holy city, in the holy temple. It was the 
Jewish festival day of Pentecost. Most Jews agreed 
that by the first day of the week, fifty days following 
Passover, Pentecost had certainly arrived. It was one 
of the big three festivals of Judaism. Pentecost means 
50th, for the 50th day after the Passover festival. It 
was also called the Feast of Weeks, the Day of the 
First Fruits of the Wheat Harvest, and the Comple
tion of Passover. It was a time for thanking God for 
the bounty of harvest. 

The twelve apostles of Jesus were staying in 
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Jerusalem, as the Lord had instructed them. Prior to 
this they had been witnesses to his crucifixion and 
death. They knew he had been taken to the tomb. 
And 3 days later, they found the tomb empty. Shortly 
thereafter they were face to face with the resurrected 
Jesus himself. 

Jesus was with them off and on for the next 40 
days. He taught about the fulfillment of the hopes of 
God's people. Before he departed, he promised that, 
in Jerusalem, within a few days they would be em
powered by an overwhelming, a pouring-out of the 
Holy Spirit. This event would be the beginning of a 
widespread immersion in Holy Spirit powers among 
God's people. And these powers as we learn from 
the remainder of the New Testament were indeed 
manifested by numerous first-generation Christians. 

The apostles were to wait in Jerusalem for the 
extraordinary inaugural events to take place. And 



then these apostles and other preachers were to take 
the gospel into the entire world. 

Following these instructions the apostles wit
nessed Jesus' ascension from the M ount of Olives. 
He ascended into the heavenly dimension, with a 
cloud taking him out of their sight. 

They returned to Jerusalem. For the next ten 
days they met in an upper room somewhere in the 
city. During that time they replaced the traitor Judas, 
so that a full college of twelve apostl es would be 
ready for the momentous events to follow. 

The Occasion 

As devout Jews, the apostles were certainly in the 
Jerusalem temple on the day of Pentecost. It was ex
pected of Jewish men to be present for the event. 

The temple was the center of Judaism. Thou
sands of Jews, many from various places in the 
world, thronged the temple on that day. Some have 
suggested as many as a million people could have 
been in Jerusalem for the activities. Was there room 
for them all? Of course . The holy place itself was a 
small room divided by a curtain. But surrounding the 
holy place and the most holy place were concentric 
courtyards. And the entire temple enclosure itself 
was huge, as many as 30 or more football fields 
could have been contained within its walls. 

On Pentecost, each Jew was to bring to the temple 
the first fruits of his harvest. Earlier in the spring, the 
first sign of grains or fruits had appeared in the crops 
and plantings. Jewish farmers had placed reeds 
around the particular produce to mark them as the 
first. Then when Pentecost arrived they would harvest 
these products into a basket and proceed to Jerusalem. 
So tens of thousands would be streaming into the 
temple on that day with their baskets of fruit and 
grain. And thousands more of Jews who had come in 
from the Diaspora from various parts of the known 
world, first fo r Passover, and then for Pentecost, 
would be there as well. Those who had brought their 
baskets of produce were waiting their turn to bring the 
offering near the H oly Place itself. 

Inside the eastern wall of the temple enclosure, 
running its entire length was a huge roofed porch, 
upheld by a double colonnade. It was called 
Solomon's portico. It seems reasonable that the 
walkways of this colonnade would be elevated above 
the paved open courtyard beyond. Perhaps there 
were some steps leading up from the courtyard onto 
the porch-ways. In and along the wa lkways of the 
colonnade were benches and seats. 

Many of us have our favorite pew. No doubt · 
there were p laces within the colonnade that were ha
bitually freq uented by particular groups and indi
vid uals . Among t hose groups were t he apostles of 
Jesus. They had long been gathering in the temple 
precincts with the Messiah for all kinds of occasions. 
So again they were there - all the twelve for the fes
tiviti es of that great Pentecost day. 

Suddenly there was a sound that came from the 
heavens - the same heavens into which Jesus had 
ascended a few days earlier. It was like the rush of a 
mighty wind. It was a gale . A windsto rm was blow
ing. Irs howl could not be missed. The sound filled 
the whole vaulted chamber of the colonnade where 
the apostles were seated. And not only was there 
sound, but also, flashing in the morning sun, was a 
brightness, a glory, a fire-like luminescence. This 
brightness descended from heaven and parted itself 
into individual flames. 

Each flame was resting upon one of the twelve. 
Most likely it enveloped each one, it blanketed them, 
cover ing them - as they were being clothed in 
power. No one was more imbued with power in the 
early church than the apostolic college. 

As a resul t, all of the twelve were filled with the 
H oly Spirit. Tha t is t hey were empowered by the 
Spirit for performing extraordinary signs, wonders, 
and miracles. Down through the centuries God's 
prophets had at various times been empowered simi
larly. 
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Many or most of the Jews within the temple en
closure could not help but see and hear this extraor
dinary sight and sound. Many thousands soon con
verged close to where the apostles were experiencing 
these extraordinary events. Then as the sound and 
glory faded away, the apostles each began to preach. 

But the message spoken by them was not in their 
rough Galilean fishermen's dialect but in a variety of 
foreign languages. Not only was it spoken by them, 
but they addressed the crowds without accent, with
out any sign of effort or hesitation. It was as if they 
were speaking the mother-tongues of Parthia, Media, 
Elam, Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, 
Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Rome, Crete, 
and Arabia. 

Each of these regions or locations also no doubt 
had several dialects of its own. But here was the gos
pel message being spoken and repeated in the vari
ous dialects. Visiting Jews from all over the world 
heard these Galilean fishermen speaking to them in 
their own native accents. This was shocking and dis
turbing to those who comprehended the enormity of 
what had been and was taking place. Their message 
was prophetic and immediately discernible as in
spired of God. 

Now, the apostles were likely standing along the 
ledge of the porch of Solomon - each one address
ing his own portion of the crowd. They were sharing 
with them the good news of the great events that had 
occurred, and were about to occur. A few cynics, 
who failed to take note of the wind and fire, and 
who paid attention only to those particular lan
guages they did not understand, claimed the apostles 
were merely babbling, and accused them of having 
gotten drunk. 

But Peter, the natural leader and frequent 
spokesman of the apostles managed to gain the at
tention of all in the huge crowd. Peter must have had 
a powerful voice. He began to speak in the common 
language that all present could understand. He ad
dressed them- the citizens of Judea and those for
eign-born who had come to spend time in Jerusalem. 

Peter denies drunkenness. It was only 9 a.m., and 
ancient wine was normally very weak. It would have 
taken a number of hours to become drunk. Peter 
proclaims to them rather that what they are witness
ing is the fulfillment of the prophecy from Joel writ
ten centuries earlier. 

God had said through Joel that in the last days, 
in the final period of divine history, and to mark its 
beginning, he would pour out his Spirit. The termi-
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nology "pouring-out" references a flood, a deluge, a 
widespread covering and effect, and it would be the 
Spirit of God involved in this immersion. 

In divine history, God's Spirit went different 
places for different reasons. God's Spirit dwelt in the 
holy of holies as a sign of his presence, for sanctifica
tion of his house. But usually, his Spirit conveyed di
vine and extraordinary powers. And this was what 
was forecast in the prophecy of Joel. 

God had said that he would "pour out his Spirit 
upon all flesh." In prior times there had been no 
widespread immersion of the prophetic power. Only 
the select few had access to it. Moses and Joshua, 
other leading individuals of Israel, and the prophets 
- these alone were thus blessed. But to mark the in
augural period of God's kingdom, God's church
so that no one could miss the event - the Spirit em
powerment was now to be conferred upon the many. 

Peter enumerates the potential recipients of the 
Spirit: sons and daughters would prophesy - not 
just the elders, but even youth would be empowered. 
We recall the four daughters of Philip who proph
esied. 

"Young men would see visions and old men 
dream dreams." We think of Stephen's vision as he 
was being stoned. We recall the angel speaking to 
Philip telling him to go to the Ethiopian eunuch in 
his chariot. 

Even "household servants" would be gifted with 
prophecy. We remember how the entire congrega
tion of Samaritan converts, men and women, were 
endowed with visible powers as recorded in Acts 8. 

Wonders would be shown in heaven. Already the 
sound as of wind and the bright fire-like glory had 
come from heaven. Later Paul would see Jesus in a 
bright light from heaven. 

Signs would be given on earth. A man lame from 
birth, as known by all, would abruptly begin to walk 
in the temple. Ananias and Sapphira would suddenly 
die as a result of their sins. Peter would be miracu
lously freed from prison. And all manner of signs 
and wonders would take place in the early days of 
the church. No one could have missed it. 

Peter is saying to his audience - you are seeing 
the commencement of this special age - the age of 
fulfillment, the age of salvation. It was also the 
omen, portent, and warning of final judgment. The 
inaugural events were also to indicate that the final 
end was now possible at any day. One cannot have 
the end before the beginning. 

The great day of Judgment would come at the eli-



max of the last days. Judgment would be a time, figu
ratively speaking, for the blood of victims, the fire of 
destroyed cities, and the smoke that smolders after. 

Finally he mentions the magnificent blessing of 
the last days - "Whoever in the whole world will 
call on the name of the Lord will be saved." Who
ever will profess Jesus as Messiah and Lord will be 
saved from the final great Day of Judgment - that 
Day of blood, fire, and smoke. 

So what had been prophesied? Widespread 
empowerments of the Spirit, the final Judgment, and 
salvation made available to all were prophesied. Pe
ter is telling his audience "you are seeing the inaugu
ration of these momentous prophesied events - the 
last and greatest days of divine history." 

Peter continues to speak to the great assembly. 
Many of them knew about Jesus and of his signs and 
wonders - no doubt many in the crowd had seen 
him with their own eyes. They also knew they had 
crucified him. 

Now Peter says: "God has raised him from the 
dead." We apostles are the witnesses. We saw him! 
And then he proves by scripture that Messiah had to 
be a descendant of King David, one resurrected from 
the tomb. Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled scriptures about 
the Messiah and his victory over death. 

And now Peter tells his audience that the extraor
dinary events they just witnessed, these miracles and 
powers were imparted from heaven by the resur
rected and ascended Messiah Jesus - and again he 
proves it by scripture. 

The Commandment and the Promises: 

Then the audience is admonished: "You crucified the 
resurrected Jesus, who has now ascended fully to his 
Lordship and Messiahship." This message, these 
words, these extraordinary events, the scriptures, 
and their own knowledge of Jesus has a powerful 
and devastating effect upon thousands of those as
sembled. The people were heartsick. They believed! 

They cried out to Peter and the other apostles, 
"What shall we do." They know they have sinned. 
They have crucified Messiah! They know that the 
Judgment of God will surely come upon them. 

But the prophecy had also spoken of salvation: 
"Whoever calls on the name of this Lord will be 
saved" So Peter declares: "Repent each of you! Be 
baptized every one of you. Be baptized confessing 
the name of Jesus as Messiah. As a result you gain 
the forgiveness of your sins - not just the sin of cru
cifying Jesus- but all your sins." 

Moreover, he tells them (these who sinned, but 
who were being responsive to the gospel) that they 
will also have conferred upon them the special ex
traordinary gifts of the Spirit. At this time, all called 
by the gospel were eligible for the prophetic gifts. 
Later in Acts 8 we learn that initially only the 12 
apostles could confer the power. Of course, with the 
passing of the apostolic age - the empowering im
partations would cease. But yes, the benefits of the 
outpouring of the Spirit would be available to young 
and old and to people all over the world through ap
ostolic missionaries. 

Peter continued speaking many other words and 
exhorting his audience to save themselves from that 
generation which had rejected Messiah himself. On 
that very Pentecost day, the first day of the week, the 
Lord 's Day, some 3,000 souls heard and believed 
and obeyed. They were baptized. In that obedient 
faith they were added to the Lord. 

Nor was this the final act of their discipleship. 
From that day and henceforth every Lord's Day they 
continued regularly listening to the doctrine of the 
apostles, and having fellowship in the Lord's Supper, 
and in the prayer services of hymns, and prayers, and 
scripture. 

This then is the day the church began. The wide
spread Holy Spirit pouring out and immersion in 
power was inaugurated just as prophesied. apostolic 
men have long since passed away, and with them the 
conferral of the special empowerments. But the 
worldwide salvation in the name of Jesus Messiah is 
still available. And it remains just as true that sins can 
be washed away in a penitent and faithful baptism, a 
baptism that confesses the identity of Jesus. And it is 
still true that all who believe and obey that same 
message of the apostles can face the impending great 
Day of Judgment with confidence and with assur-
ance. 
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What is the Gospel? 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

W en a teacher in a graduate class used Ga
latians 1:8-9 to prove that no one is to 
tamper with God's word, a student ar

gued that this passage cannot be used to condemn 
every teaching that varies from God's word. He 
stated that this passage only includes teaching that 
perverts matters concerning the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. He believed that "gospel" in
cludes no more than this. Is this true? 

It is very important to know what is meant by 
"the gospel" because: (1) "it is the power of God to 
salvation" (Rom. 1:16); (2) "if anyone preaches any 
other gospel ... let him be accursed" (Gal. 1 :9); (3) 
Jesus will take "vengeance on those who do not ... 
obey the gospel" (2 Thess. 1:8). 

Core of the Gospel 

Paul presented the central teaching of the gospel by 
writing, "Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also you re
ceived and in which you stand, by which also you are 
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to 
you - unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to 
you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:1-3). 

The heart of the gospel is that Jesus died, was 
buried, and rose again. No one who believes that 
Paul was inspired can reasonably deny this. Anyone 
who excludes this from his preaching is not preach
ing the gospel; however, is the gospel limited to the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus? 

Gospel Used in Galatians 

In Galatians 1:8-9 Paul stated that those who preach 
another gospel are accursed. Paul was laying down the 
seriousness of perverting the gospel, and then he later 
discussed how the gospel could be perverted. 

In order to understand what he meant by "gos
pel" is apparent from how he used it later in the 
book of Galatians. Did He use "gospel" to mean only 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus? 

"Gospel" appears without enough context to de-
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termine its meaning in the following passages in Ga
latians. (1:6- 9, 11; 4: 13). 

Elsewhere in Galatians there is adequate context 
on which to make a judgment concerning its mean
ing. Paul wrote that he traveled to Jerusalem to af
firm to the leaders of reputation there the gospel 
which he preached in Jerusalem and to confirm that 
he was correct in his preaching (Gal. 2:2). Titus' lack 
of circumcision became a test case. Should he or 
should he not be circumcised? Paul refused to let him 
be circumcised so that the "truth of the gospel" 
would continue with the Galatians (Gal. 2:5, 7). Cir
cumcision is not a part of the death, burial, and res
urrection of Jesus. The gospel is not limited to Jesus' 
death, burial, and resurrection. 

Peter ate with uncircumcised Gentiles until 
people from James came to Antioch; then he with
drew, taking Barnabas along with him (Gal. 2: 13). 
Paul withstood Peter to his face, because he was not 
following "the truth of the gospel" (Gal. 2:14). 
Paul's grievance against Peter had nothing to do with 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Peter had 
violated Jesus' principle that Jewish Christians could 
associate with Gentile Christians as fellow heirs in· 
the gospel (Eph. 3 :6). The gospel reveals that Jewish 
and Gentile Christians can associate as equals as fol
lowers of Jesus, thus it is more than the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus. 

Paul wrote that the gospel had been preached to 
Abraham who was told, ''All the nations shall be 
blessed in you" (Gal. 3:8). Paul used this promise to 
Abraham to prove that "God would justify the Gen
tiles by faith." In this context, Paul is not referring to 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. He 
rather was using "gospel" to mean the truth concern
ing God's plan to justify Gentiles in the same way he 
will save Jews. 

Other Passages 

Throughout the four "Gospels" (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John), "gospel" is used to mean more than 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

As a sampling, consider the following passages: 
• Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Luke 16:16 -



Jesus and others preached the "gospel of the king
dom" without preaching Jesus' death, burial, and res
urrection. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) 
and in his parables (Matt. 13:11-52; 20:1-16; 22:2-
14) Jesus said many things about the kingdom, which 
must have been the "gospel of the kingdom" for that 
was what he was preaching (Matt. 4:23; 9:35). 

• Mark 1:1- Mark's total book was about the 
"gospel of Jesus Christ," which was concerned with 
the ministry and teaching of Jesus, thus the gospel is 
more than the death, burial, and resurrection. 

• Matthew 11:5; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 3:18; 9:6 
- In these verses the gospel was preached before 
Jesus began to tell his disciples concerning his death 
and resurrection (Matt. 16:21; Mark 8:31; Luke 
9:22), thus the gospel is more than these. 

Other passages show that the complete gospel is 
more than Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection, for 
the gospel includes: 

• Philippians 1:27- Living worthy of the gos
pel in order to be united. 

• Colossians 1:5, 23 - Having the hope of 
heaven. 

• 1 Timothy 1:9-11 - Avoiding at least twelve 
immoral practices. 

Conclusion 
"Gospel" includes the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus, and even more. It includes all the words of 
truth that Jesus revealed during his personal ministry 
and what he later revealed to the apostles and proph
ets through the Holy Spirit Oohn 16:12-14; Eph. 
3 :5) after his suffering on the cross and ascension 
into heaven. Becoming Christians, worship, and liv
ing the Christian life are all included in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

People who pervert the gospel and preach a mes
sage contrary to the teaching of Jesus and his 
apostles and prophets are under a curse (Gal. 1:7-9). 
Care should betaken to preach only the truth that is 
revealed in the New Testament of Jesus Christ. 
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(Another book is to be released soon and we are happy to announce its appearance. The Language of God is 
the book and it is the story of another scientist turning from unbelief to faith. Written by Francis Collins, the 
book reaffirms that the invisible things of God are clearly seen in the created universe. Collins has some views 
that are contrary to Bible teaching, that God may have created the world by an evolutionary process for in
stance, but the inescapable conclusion that the universe shows beauty, purpose, and design and therefore must 
have a Supernatural Designer is forcefully presented. The book will be out soon. Watch for it.) 

God Is 

The scientist who led the team that cracked 
the human genome is to publish a book ex
plaining why he now believes in the exist

ence of God and is convinced that miracles are real. 
Francis Collins, the director of the U.S. National 

Human Genome Research Institute, claims there is a 
rational basis for a creator and that scientific discov
eries bring man "closer to God." 

His book, The Language of God, to be published 
in September, will reopen the age-old debate about 
the relationship between science and faith. "One of 
the great tragedies of our time is this impression that 
has been created that science and religion have to be 
at war," said Collins. 

"I don't see that as necessary at all, and I think it 
is deeply disappointing that the shrill voices that oc-

cupy the extremes of this spectrum have dominated 
the stage for the past 20 years." 

For Collins, unraveling the human genome did 
not create a conflict in his mind. Instead, it allowed 
him to "glimpse at the workings of God." 

"When you make a breakthrough it is a moment 
of scientific exhilaration because you have been on 
this search and seem to have found it," he said. "But 
it is also a moment where I at least feel closeness to 
the creator in the sense of having now perceived 
something that no human knew before but God 
knew all along. 

"When you have for the first time in front of you 
this 3.1 billion-letter instruction book that conveys 
all kinds of information and all kinds of mystery 
about humankind, you can't survey that going 
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through page after page without a sense of awe. I 
can't help but look at those pages and have a vague 
sense that this is giving me a glimpse of God's mind." 

Collins joins a line of scientists whose research 
deepened their belief in God. Isaac Newton, whose 
discovery of the laws of gravity reshaped our under
standing of the universe, said: "This most beautiful 
system could only proceed from the dominion of an 
intelligent and powerful being." 

Although Einstein revolutionized our thinking 
about time, gravity and the conversion of matter to 
energy, he believed the universe had a creator. "I 
want to know His thoughts; the rest are details," he 
said. However Galileo was famously questioned by 
the inquisition and put on trial in 1633 for the "her
esy" of claiming that the earth moved around the 
sun. 

Among Collins's most controversial beliefs is that 
of "theistic evolution," which claims natural selection 
is the tool that God chose to create man. In his ver
sion of the theory, he argues that man will not evolve 
further. 

Collins was an atheist until the age of 27, when as 
a young doctor he was impressed by the strength that 
faith gave to some of his most critical patients. 

"They had terrible diseases from which they 
were probably not going to escape, and yet instead of 
railing at God they seemed to lean on their faith as a 
source of great comfort and reassurance," he said. 
"That was interesting, puzzling and unsettling." 

He decided to visit a Methodist minister and was 
given a copy of C.S. Lewis's Mere Christianity, which 
argues that God is a rational possibility. The book 
transformed his life. "It was an argument I was not 
prepared to hear," he said. "I was very happy with 
the idea that God didn't exist, and had no interest in 
me. And yet at the same time, I could not turn away." 

His epiphany came when he went hiking through 
the Cascade Mountains in Washington state. He 
said: "It was a beautiful afternoon and suddenly the 
remarkable beauty of creation around me was so 
overwhelming, I felt, 'I cannot resist another mo
ment."' 

Collins believes that science cannot be used to re
fute the existence of God because it is confined to 
the "natural" world. In this light he believes miracles 
are a real possibility. "If one is willing to accept the 
existence of God or some supernatural force outside 
nature then it is not a logical problem to admit that, 
occasionally, a supernatural force might stage an in
vasion," he says. Fp 

Political Corredness and Christianity 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Secularists in our society have devised a strategy 
to muzzle and silence Christians. Since Chris
tians are the chief obstacle to the implementa

tion of a purely secular society with laws and moral 
standards bases on a humanist code, a control 
mechanism called Political Correctness has been cre
ated to intimidate and quiet them. 

Political Correctness consists of unpublished 
rules stipulating what is acceptable and what is unac
ceptable in public discourse. It is the truncheon of 
social and political liberalism used to punish all who 
dare to say things contrary to their code. The chief 
enforcers are people in the academic community, 
television and newspaper reporters, and politicians. 
Liberal social activists use this weapon to silence, dis-
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credit or destroy all who oppose their agenda. 
In ancient times commoners were forbidden to 

express derogatory words toward royalty. Proper 
terminology was dictated and enforced. Common 
folk had no such protection. Today select groups are 
protected. 

In its earliest form, our contemporary Political 
Correctness seems to have been used to silence criti
cism of Jews. Having suffered through the horrors of 
the Nazi regime, their leaders were determined to use 
their power in the various forms of media to silence 
those who might criticize, belittle them or stir public 
opinion against them. Very quickly it became politi
cally and socially dangerous to criticize even egre
gious conduct of those who were Jewish. Approval of 



or silence were all that was allowed when comment
ing on the actions of the state of Israel. 

Civil rights activists of the Black community 
quickly saw the usefulness and power of this method 
of speech control. They have used it with more 
vigor and determination than the Jewish community 
and have effectively silenced their critics or at least 
punished them for daring to break the rules. Next to 
utilize the PC method were the feminists and most 
recently the homosexuals. To a lesser degree those 
with various handicaps and disabilities have also 
been able to claim this protection. 

Political correctness is not all bad. It has forced 
the average person to be more sensitive in speaking 
of minorities and those who live by different reli
gions or by different codes. By placing severe penal
ties on those who use offensive, derogatory language 
when speaking to or of others it has eliminated the 
use of racial slurs and hurtful words from most polite 
conversation. 

The bad aspects of PC far outweigh any good 
that might accrue from it. 

• It is used selectively. Thus we see the white per
son vilified for breaking the code, but the angry black 
activist who rages against whites, Jews or Asians gets 
a pass. Liberal politicians are not held to the same 
standard as is the conservative. This is seen in the 
treatment of Sen. Trent Lott of Mississippi and 
Sen. Robert Byrd of West Virginia. A derogatory 
statement about secular women will not be tolerated, 
but there is no penalty for vilifying white men. While 
religious groups such as Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, 
and other strange groups are protected, Evangelical 
"Christians" and Roman Catholics are not. 

• It is used in an effort to control what Christian 
teachers and preachers can say or write for public 
consumption. Lessons that tell of the Jews crucifying 
Jesus are not acceptable. Pressure is brought to bear to 
change the story so they will not be identified as the 
ones effecting his death. Lessons that question or deny 
that contemporary Jews are still God's chosen people 
are improper. They have the right to claim that, but 
we have no right to challenge their claim. The mis
taken idea that the Jews will one day turn to Christ 
and he will set up his kingdom in their land is consid
ered wrong only because it is offensive to Jews. It 
should not be publicly expressed. That this is contrary 
to Bible teaching is true, but the attempt to block mis
guided folks from expressing it is an abuse of 
PC. They wish to forbid Christians from teaching 
that acts of homosexual sex are sinful. They would 

force all either to agree with their lifestyle or be 
quiet. Even the most debasing homosexual conduct 
must not be criticized or they will charge the speaker 
with a speech crime. They would forbid us to speak 
out against the false religions that compete for the 
souls of men. Even a barbaric syst~m like militant Is
lam is protected by our PC police. Christians are for
bidden to condemn as sinful the immoral conduct of 
worldly sinners. They were pummeled for daring to 
criticize the immoral conduct of President Clinton 
and the shameless conduct of many actors and enter
tainers. Believers are forbidden to teach creation or 
intelligent design in public schools. Only atheistic 
evolution is tolerated 

• The proponents of PC presume to tell Chris
tians what they can and cannot do and what Christ 
really demands of them. When we condemn the con
duct of sinners we are told, "Judge not." When we 
point out evil conduct, they say, "You are supposed 
to love your enemy." When we say murderers 
should pay with their lives, they say, "Thou shalt not 
kill." When we teach that God appointed men to be 
the head of the family, they say "there is no male and 
female in Christ." We are not unaware of these 
verses they cite. We interpret them in the light of the 
whole teaching of Christ and base our conduct on 
that rather than a misapplication of a single verse. To 
the PC police it is wrong for Christians to evangelize 
Jews, Hindus, Muslims, etc. even though Christ tells 
us to do so (Mark 16:15). 

Undergirding Political Correctness are the false 
philosophies of "multiculturalism" which says that all 
cultures and religions are of equal value and "plural
ism" which says that since all religions and value sys
tems are of equal value, all should be given a place at 
the table and none of them (meaning Christianity) 
should be given any preference. The cornerstone that 
upholds this system is social and ethical Marxism 
which is expressed in the code of Secular Humanism. 

The faithful child of God will not surrender his 
mind and his mouth to the rules of a godless element 
of our society. We must obey God rather than man 
(Acts 5 :29). We must cry aloud and spare not to tell 
the people of their sins (lsa. 58:1). 
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Darwinians Hysterical Over ''Expelled" 
By Phyllis Schlafly 

Ben Stein is known to many as an actor on 
Comedy Central. But the funniest part about 
his recent movie "Expelled" is not any clever 

lines spoken by Stein but the hysterical way liberals 
are trying to discourage people from seeing it. 

Stein's critics fail to refute effectively anything in 
"Expelled"; they just use epithets to ridicule it and 
hope they can make it go away. However, it won't go 
away; even Scientific American, which labeled the 
movie "shameful," concedes that it cannot be ig
nored. 

The movie is about how scientists who dare to 
criticize Darwinism or discuss the contrary theory 
called intelligent design are expelled, fired, denied 
tenure, blacklisted, and bitterly denounced. Aca
demic freedom doesn't extend to this issue. 

The message of Stein's critics comes through loud 
and clear. They don't want anybody to challenge Dar
winian orthodoxy or suggest that intelligent design 
might be an explanation of the origin of life. 

Stein, who serves as his own narrator in the 
movie, is very deadpan about it all. He doesn't try to 
convince the audience that Darwinism is a fraud, or 
that God created the world, or even that some uni
dentified intelligent design might have started life on 
Earth. 

Stein merely shows the intolerance of the univer
sities, the government, the courts, the grant-making 
foundations and the media, and their determination 
to suppress any mention of intelligent design. 

The only question posed by the movie is why, oh 
why, is there such a deliberate, consistent, wide
spread, vindictive effort to silence all criticism of 
dogmatic Darwinism or discussion of alternate theo
ries of the origin of life? Stein interviews scientists 
who were blacklisted, denied grants and ostracized 
in the academic community because they dared to 
write or speak the forbidden words. 
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Liberals are particularly upset because the movie 
identifies Darwinism, rather than evolution, as the 
sacred word that must be isolated from criticism. But 
that semantic choice makes good sense because Dar
winism is easily defined by Darwin's own writings, 
whereas the word evolution is subject to different 
and even contrary definitions. 

The truly funny part of the movie is Stein's inter
view with Richard Dawkins, whose best-selling book 
"The God Delusion" (Mariner Books) established 
this Englishman as the world's premier atheist. 
Dawkins is a leading advocate of the theory that all 
life evolved from a single beginning in an ancient 
mud puddle, perhaps after being struck by lightning. 

Putting aside the issue of evolving, how did life 
begin in the first place? Under Stein's questioning, 
Dawkins finally said it is possible that life might have 
evolved on Earth after the arrival of a more highly 
developed being from another planet. 

Aren't aliens from outer space the stuff of science 
fiction? And how was the other-planet alien created? 
According to Dawkins, life must have just spontane
ously evolved on another planet, of course without 
God. 

Stein spent two years traveling the world to gather 
material for this movie. He interviewed scores of sci
entists and academics who say they were retaliated 
against because of questioning Darwin's theories. 

Stein interviewed Dr. Richard Sternberg, a biolo
gist who lost his position at the prestigious 
Smithsonian Institution after he published a peer-re
viewed article that mentioned intelligent design. 
Other academics who said they were victims of the 
anti-intelligent design campus police included astra
biologist Guillermo Gonzalez, denied tenure at Iowa 
State University, and Caroline Crocker, who lost her 
professorship at George Mason University. 

Stein dares to include some filming at the death 
camps in Nazi Germany as a backdrop for interviews 
that explain Darwin's considerable influence on Adolf 
Hitler and his well-known atrocities. The Darwin
Hitler connection was not a Stein discovery; Darwin's 
influence on Hitler's political world view, and Hitler's 
rejection of the sacredness of human life, is acknowl-



edged in standard biographies of Hitler. 
Stein also addresses how Darwin's theories influ

enced one of the U.S.'s most embarrassing periods, 
the,,_~ugenics fad of the early 20th century. Thousands 
of Americans were legally sterilized as physically or 
mentally unfit. 

Mandatory sterilization based on Darwin's theo
ries was even approved by the U.S. Supreme Court, 
with Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes writing his fa
mous line, "Three generations of imbeciles are 

enough." Stein also reminds us that Margaret Sanger 
was a eugenicist who wanted to eliminate the races 
she believed to be inferior. 

Stein's message is that the attack on freedom of 
inquiry is anti-science, anti-American and anti-the 
whole concept of learning. His dramatization should 
force the public, and maybe even academia, to address 
this extraordinary intolerance of diversity. 

WorldNetDaily 
May 2, 2008 
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Children at Risk 
By J. Matt Barber 

Can you imagine officials at a middle school, 
junior high or high school setting aside a 
day to promote "tolerance" for heavy smok

ing and drinking among children? How about a day 
where teachers encourage kids to "embrace who they 
are," pick up that crack pipe and give it a stiff toke? 

Neither can I. The public would go ballistic, and 
for good reason. 

But that hasn't stopped officials in thousands of 
schools across the country from promoting other po
litically correct and socially "in-vogue" behaviors 
that - both statistically and manifestly - are every 
bit as dangerous as the aforementioned "frowned
upon" behaviors. 

That's exactly what the homosexual activist 
"Day of Silence" is all about - advancing, through 
clever, feel-good propaganda, full acceptance of the 
homosexual lifestyle among children. 

By recently admitting that "HIV is a gay disease," 
Matt Foreman, outgoing Executive Director of the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, acknowledged 
what the medical community has known for de
cades: the homosexual lifestyle is extremely high
risk and often leads to disease and even death. 

In fact, multiple studies have established that ho
mosexual conduct, especially among males, is con
siderably more hazardous to one's health than a life
time of chain smoking. 

To the consternation of "gay" activist flat
earthers and homosexual AIDS holocaust deniers ev
erywhere, one such study- conducted by pro-"gay" 

researchers in Canada - was published in the Inter
national journal of Epidemiology (I]E) in 1997. 

While the medical consensus is that smoking 
knocks from two to 10 years off an individual's life 
expectancy, the I]E study found that homosexual con
duct shortens the lifespan of "gays" by an astounding 
"8-to 20-years" - more than twice that of smoking. 

"[U]nder even the most liberal assumptions," 
concluded the study, "gay and bisexual men in this 
urban centre are now experiencing a life expectancy 
similar to that experienced by all men in Canada in 
the year 1871. ... [L]ife expectancy at age 20 years 
for gay and bisexual men is 8 to 20 years less than 
for all men." 

This morose reality makes a strong case for a fit
ting redefinition of so-called "homophobia," that be
ing "Homophobia: The rational fear that 'gay sex' 
will kill you!" 

The fact that we don't have mandatory surgeon 
general warnings on the side of condom wrappers is 
a testament to the power and influence wielded by 
the radical homosexual lobby. 

Not surprisingly, that same homosexual lobby 
and its codependent enablers in the mainstream me
dia moved quickly to sweep the IJE study under the 
rug. Under tremendous pressure, the researchers 
who conducted the study even jumped into the po
litical damage control fray issuing a statement which 
read, "[W]e do not condone the use of our research 
in a manner that restricts the political or human 
rights of gay and bisexual men or any other group." 
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Yeah, So? 
Of course, that's all just worthless fluff. All the politi
cal spin in the world doesn't change reality, nor does 
it eliminate the study's disturbing conclusions or 
practical implications. The research left zero wiggle 
room for anyone who would argue that homosexual
ity is a "perfectly normal and healthy alternative 
sexual orientation." 

The risks associated with homosexual conduct 
are so drastic, in fact, that U.S. health regulations 
prohibit men who have sex with men (MSM) and 
women who have had sex with MSM, from even do
nating blood. 

Consider that, according to the Food and Drug 
Administration, MSM, "have an HIV prevalence 60 
times higher than the general population, 800 times 
higher than first time blood donors and 8,000 times 
higher than repeat blood donors." 

Adults and children who engage in homosexual 
conduct, especially males, are also susceptible, at an 
astronomical rate, to nearly all other forms of sexu
ally transmitted disease (STD). For example, the 
Hepatitis B virus is about five to six times more 
prevalent among "gays," and Hepatitis C is twice as 
common. 

But perhaps most shocking are today's syphilis 
rates among homosexual men and adolescents. A re
cent study conducted by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) found that although 
homosexuals comprise only a fraction of the popula
tion (one to two percent), they account for an epi
demic 64 percent of all syphilis cases. 

The uDay of Silence" 
In light of the irrefutable medical facts, it should be 
considered criminally reckless for educators to teach 
children that homosexual conduct is a normal, safe 
and perfectly acceptable alternative form of sexual 
expression (or "sexual orientation"). 

But instead, the "gay" lifestyle is vigorously pro
moted in our public schools. Sexually confused chil
dren who suffer from gender identity disorder and 
same-sex attractions are told to "embrace who they 
are," and are encouraged to entertain deviant and 
dangerous sexual temptations. "But always use a 
condom!" liberal educators bellow. (Forget that 
condoms have a perilously high failure rate and are 
incapable of preventing numerous STDs such as the 
HPV virus.) 

On April 25, 2008, the pro-homosexual indoc
trination of your children comes to a boil. Homo-
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sexual activists and like-minded liberal educators 
will be pushing the so-called "Day of Silence" on 
kids in thousands of schools across the country. 

The "Day of Silence" (DOS) is organized by the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN), one of the most militant and well-funded 
of the powerful homosexual pressure groups. DOS 
purports to confront the alleged systematic harass
ment and bullying of children who self-identify as 
homosexual, bisexual or "transgender." (For a sam
pling of the kinds of things GLSEN teaches children, 
click here. Be warned, though. It's pretty graphic.) 

To be sure, bullying and harassment should not 
be tolerated against anyone, anywhere for any rea
son, and those who engage in such activities should 
be firmly disciplined. However, DOS has very little 
to do with "bullying" and has everything to do with 
propaganda. 

During DOS, children and teachers are encour
aged to disrupt the school day by refusing to speak, 
in a show of support to self-described "gay," "les
bian," "bisexual" and "transgender" students. Kids 
are additionally taught that Biblical truth, which 
holds that human sexuality is a gift from God shared 
between husband and wife within the bonds of mar
riage, is "homophobic," "hateful" and "discrimina
tory." 

Our schools are supposed to be places of learn
ing, not places of political indoctrination. It's the 
height of impropriety and cynicism for "gay" activ
ists and school officials to use good-hearted but mis
guided children as pawns in their attempt to further 
a deceptive, highly controversial and polarizing po
litical agenda. 

DOS is pure, unadulterated propaganda and, 
based on the medical science, amounts to nothing 
short of educational malpractice. With liberal school 
officials in tow, these militant homosexual activists 
are brazenly circumventing and abusing parental au
thority to further this dangerous political agenda. 
DOS is also a slap in the face to the many students 
with traditional moral values. 

So, it's time for the "Day of Silence" to finally 
live up to its name. It's time for these radical adult 
activists to be silent in our children's schools. 

It's time to shatter the silence with truth. 
Matt Barber is one of the fflike-minded men" 

with Concerned Women for America. He is an attor
ney concentrating in constitutional law and serves as 
CWA,s policy director for cultural issues. 



Canon 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Ag deal among liberals is the canon of the 
Bible. Much is said about when the Bible as
sumed its present form - 39 books of the 

Old Testament and 27 New Testament books making 
66 books. 

Jesus did no t give us a list of the 27 books of the 
New Testament, and some imply from this that we 
cannot be sure the Bible is the final and full will o f 
God. Were some inspired books left o ur of our 
Bibles; do some books in our Bibles not belong in the 
sacred volume? 

If what "modern scholars" are intimating is cor
rect, we cannot depend on the Bible as authoritative 
and binding. Its composition was slipshod and may 
or may not be the will of God. 

The new modernism, openly promoted by some 
advocating radical liberalism, does no t accept verbal 
insp ira tion or the literal truth of the Bible. Still, they 
do say the Bible is distinctive. They advocate "full " 
rather than "verbal" inspiration. Such liberals regard 
verbal inspiration as hopelessly out-of-date and 
worthless. 

This thinking makes the Bible unnecessary and 
impotent. W hy cite book, chapter, and ve rse, if the 
Bible is anemic? No need to bind precept, if the Bible 
is a pale reflection of the divine will. 

W hat makes the official list of books that belong 
in the O ld and New Testaments? H ow do we decide 
which books are inspired and which are not in 
spired? 

We will look first at the Old Testament. Why are 
the books of Ecclesisticus, Baruch, Maccabees, Tob it, 
Judi th, Tobias, and Wisdom excluded from the Old 
Testament? 

W hy were the 39 books of the Old Testament ac
cepted as inspired of God and worthy of a place in 
the Old Testament, and o ther books excluded? W hat 
is the test of inspiration for Old Testament books? 

If a book is inspi red o f God, it belongs in the 
Bible. The questi on of which books should be in the 
Bible is fundamental to the question of inspiration. If 
inspired, the book belongs ; if no t inspired, the book 
does not belong. It is that simple. 

The proper test is no t what a coun cil of mere 

mortals may think, or a great synagogue may say, but 
in whether God spoke it and man recorded it. That is 
the test. 

Moses claims to have wri tten the fi rst five books 
of the Bible. H e was to ld to write in a book (Exod. 
17:14 ; 34: 27). Exodus 24:4 says that Moses "wrote 
all the words of t he Lord." 

When the Old Testament claims Mosaic author
ship for the opening five books of the Bible, it is ob
vious that he did not record his own death. That 
event had to be written by the hand of another, but 
the balance is said to have been written by Moses. 

A demonstration of divine might confirmed the 
authenti city of the wri ting of Moses. The peop le 
were sanctified and assembled and God descended to 
the summit of Sinai with fire, t he mountain turned 
black with smoke, it quaked greatly, the sound of the 
trum pet grew louder and louder, and the voice of 
God shook the earth (Exod. 19:17-19) . 

A New Testament wri te r refers to this awesome 
event and says that it confirmed that the words of 
Moses were in fact the words of God (Heb. 12:18-
21, 25-26). Miracles confirmed the message. 
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It is significant that the "law of Moses' is also 
called "the law of the Lord" (2 Chron. 17:9; 23:18). 
The law of Moses was authoritative because God 
spoke it through Moses. Ezra and Nehemiah say that 
God gave Moses. the law (Ezra 7:6). David tells us 
that God "made known his ways unto Moses" (Ps. 
103:7). Isaiah objects because the Jews "will not hear 
the law of the Lord" (lsa. 30:9). Jeremiah says the 
written law was disdained Uer. 8:8). The list contin
ues - Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Amos, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, and Malachi make reference to Moses' law 
and/or writings. Ancient Israel believed Moses wrote 
the books of law as a spokesman for God. 

The books of Moses were not accepted by the 
Jews as the words of God because of their great age, 
or elegance of style and beauty of expression, or 
force of teaching, or superior morality, but because it 
came from God's great representative and was certi
fied by supernatural display. 

"Thus saith the Lord" appears many times in the 
books of the Old Testament. The work of a true 
prophet (there were many false prophets in the Old 
Testament as there are many false teachers today) is 
to speak all that God commands (Deut. 13:18). Men 
of God have always claimed to speak only what God 
told them to say. Micaiah said, ''As the Lord liveth, 
what the Lord saith unto me that will I speak" (1 
Kings 22:14). 

26 

Church Discipline 
for Caring Christians 
The Key to Church Growth 

by Robert S. Usrey 

This book may be the first really substantial treatment 
of the subject of Church discipline in all of restoration 
literature. 334 pgs. plus a 47-pg. studyguide. pback 

Winford Claiborne says: "I have found Bob's book to 
be the best book available on the topic .... I strongly 
recommend this book to our brotherhood." 

Adron Doran, President Emeritus of Morehead State· 
University. I find it exceedingly stimulating, highly 
informative and strictly biblical. This Is not only a 
scholarly treatment of the subject, but it gives one a 
deeper insight into the importance of church discipline. 
Elders, deacons and evangelists will profit greatly by a 
careful reading and understanding of the sound 
approach to the critical problem associated with church 
discipline." 

$12.00 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

April 2008 
F1rm Foundation 

True prophets speak as God directs when it is 
popular and when it is unpopular. "Now it came to 
pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all 
that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto 
all the people, that the priests and the prophets and 
all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely 
die" Uer. 26:8). Threats of corrupt priests and false 
prophets are not unusual. 

Hebrew scholars accepted the books of the Old 
Testament because they trace the books to a prophet 
of God. 

Notice the claim of prophet-written history: The 
acts of David were written in the books of the proph
ets Samuel, Nathan, and Gad (1 Chron. 29:29). The 
history of Solomon was written by. Nathan, Ahijah, 
and Iddo (2 Chron. 9:29). Jehu the prophet wrote of 
the life and works of Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:34). 
Isaiah wrote Hezekiah's acts (2 Chron. 32:32). 
"Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, 
according to that which was written in the law of the 
LORD, and his deeds, first and last, behold, they are 
written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah" 
(2 Chron. 35 :26-27). The books of Chronicles 
record a chain of writing prophets. The so-called 
"lost books of the Old Testament" may be the books 
of Kings and Chronicles. 

The list of books accepted as inspired of God 
grew as the prophets in succeeding ages added their 
divinely authorized and communicated words of the 
history of Israel to the words of the prophets who 
had come before them - all the way back to Moses. 
The Old Testament canon ceased with the book of 
Malachi when, as Josephus says, "The Holy Spirit 
ceased speaking through prophets in Israel." 

The decisive test of whether a book belonged in 
the Old Testament was whether it came from a true 
prophet who spoke the words of God. The books of 
false prophets were excluded. That is why the apoc
rypha (14 books of the Septuagint included in the 
Vulgate - a Catholic Church publication) are con
sidered uncanonical and not part of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. (The word, apocrypha, by the way, 
means: "writings or statements of questionable au
thorship or authenticity.") 

The New Testament canon is not, surprisingly, 
decided - o·r should be decided - on the same basis 
as the books of the Old Testament. New Testament 
writers claim to record what God told them to say. 
Signs, miracles, and mighty works confirmed what 
they wrote. The church from the beginning accepted 
the books as God-breathed, authoritative, and bind-



ing. That is the story of New Testament canon "in a 
nutshell. " 

While Jesus did not list the 27 books of the New 
Testament (they had not yet been written), he did tell 
us who would reveal and record those books (John 
16:13). Something written by an inspired man be
longs in an inspired book. 

Paul asserts that his words are author itative be
cause they are inspired . Let doubters carefully read 
and contemplate the following words o f the great 
apostle: 

Now I Paul myself beseech you by the 
meekness and gentleness of C hrist, who in 
presence am base among you, but being ab
sent am bold toward you: But I beseech 
you, that I may not be bold w hen I am 
present with that confidence, wherewith I 
think to be bold against some, which think 
of us as if we walked according to the flesh. 
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war after the fl esh: (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carna l, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong ho lds;) 
Casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowl
edge of God, and bringing into captivity ev
ery thought to the obedience o f Christ; and 
having in a readiness to revenge all disobe
dience, when your obedience is fulfill ed. Do 
ye look on things after the outward appear
ance? If any man trust to himself that he is 
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Christ 's, let him of himself think this again, 
th at, as he is Christ 's, evep so are we 
Christ's. Fo r though I should boast some
what more of our authority, which the Lord 
hath give n us for edificati o n, and not fo r 
your destruction, I should not be ashamed: 
That I may nor seem as if I wou ld terrify 
you by letters. For his letters, say they, are 
weighty and powerful; but his bodily pres
ence is weak, and his speech contemptible. 
Let such an one think this, that, such as we 
are in word by letters when we are absent, 
such will we be a lso in deed when we are 
present. For we dare not make ourse lves o f 
the number, o r compare ourselves with 
so me that com mend themse lves: but they 
measuring themselves by themselves, and 
co mparing themse lves amo ng themselves, 
are not wise. But we will not boast of things 
witho ut our measure, but according to the 
measure of the rule which God hath distrib
uted to us, a measure to reach even un to 
you (2 Cor. 10:1-13). 

Paul speaks with authority. He condemns those 
w ho o ppose him. H e is not behind the chiefest 
apostle because , as the Corinthians knew, the mi
raculous signs of an apostle attended his teaching. 
He wrote as an apostle. H e cla ims a uthority as an 
apostle. He wrote the "commandments of the Lord" 
(1 Co r. 14:37). 

Another key passage is: 

But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth a ll things, 
yea, the deep things of God. For what man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit 
of man w hich is in him ? even so the things 
o f God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received, not th e spirit 
of the worl d, but the spirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are 
free ly given to us of God. Which things also 
we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual (words) (1 Cor. 2:10-13). 

Paul clai m s that a person must reveal his own 
thoughts to anoth er, and says that human reason can
not di scover the thoughts of God, but are matters o f 
revela tion. It would be impossible to make a more 
emphatic claim of verbal inspiration tha n is made by 
the apostle Paul in this statement. The m ark of a spiri
tual man was to accept the words of Paul as divine (1 
Cor. 14:37). Paul commends the Thessa lonian s for 
accepting his words not as the wo rds of man but as the 
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words of God, which, he says, they truly are (1 Thess. 
2:13). Paul spoke "by the word of the Lord" (1 Thess. 
4: 15). Peter puts the words of the apostles on the same 
level as the words of holy prophets (2 Pet. 3 :2). Peter 
speaks of the words of Paul as comparable to "other 
scriptures" {2 Pet. 3:16). 

The words of the apostles, and those empowered 
by the Holy Spirit through the apostles, were con
firmed by mighty acts of God, just as the law of 
Moses was confirmed by a shaking earth, rending 
rocks, trumpet sound, and the voice of God. 

Therefore we ought to give the more ear
nest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip. For if the word spoken by angels was 
steadfast, and every transgression and dis
obedience received a just recompense of re
ward; How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him; God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
will? (Heb. 2:1-4). 

And these signs shall follow them that be
lieve; In my name shall they cast out devils; 
they shall speak with new tongues; They 
shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover. So then after the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was received up into heaven, 
and sat on the right hand of God. And they 
went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following. Amen (Mark 
16:17-20). 

When Jesus comes again, his powerful voice will 
call from the tombs both the good and bad; judgment 
will be based on the revealed, confirmed Word. "He 
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 
one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last day" Oohn 12:48). 

It boils down to this ... God spoke through hu
man instruments and confirmed his message by signs, 
wonders, miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit {Heb. 
2: 1-4 ). Those who originally received the revelation 
and witnessed the confirming miracles are the only 
people competent to say what should be included in 
the list of inspired books. The Old Testament was 
decided by the Jewish nation into whose hands God 
had committed his oracles (Rom. 3:1-2). 
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Its first receivers decided the canon of the New 
Testament. Those who witnessed the confirming 
miracles (Heb. 2:1-4) made this vital choice. 

Every New Testament book was copied, copies 
were made of those copies, and the copies of the 
copies were copied. The book was translated into 
other languages, and was quoted as authoritative in 
letters and essays. Thousands of copies, fragments, 
quotations, and translation dating back to the 3rd 

century exist. McGarvey says there are 30,000 cop
ies and references to the original manuscripts. It is 
amazing that the great volume of information is basi
cally in full agreement. There are no serious discrep
ancies, which indicate the cautious care in making 
the copies and quotations. 

No other book of that period was copied and dis
tributed so copiously- not Plato, Ciscero, Philo, Jo
sephus, nor did any other historian receive that kind 
of attention. The many copies and fragments prove 
that the original receivers of these documents knew 
them to be inspired. They alone are competent to de
termine the canon of the New Testament because 
they knew the writers and saw the miracles. That -
and that alone - is the basis for canonicity. 
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((Exhortation to Faithfulness (Hebrews 13)" 

THURSDAY, JULY 31 
6:45 Gospel Singing ................................................................. .................... ......................................... Todd Walker 
7:30 "Be Not Carried About." ........................................................... ......... ..................... ...... ........... Allen Webster 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 

9:30 Guided Tour of Restoration His tory Sites 
................... ................................................. TOUR GUIDES: Everell Donaldson and Stephen Besson 

6:45 Gospel Singing ............................................. ........................................... ............ .................... .... Todd Walker 
7:30 "Jesus Christ the Same" .................................................................................................... ........ Tom Holland 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 

9:00 "The Sacrifice ~{Praise" ......................... ........................ ................... .. .............. ............. ....... Allen Webster 
10:00 "Pray for Us" .......... .......... ..... .................... ... ............... .......................... ............................... ........ Tom Holland 
11:00 "Be Content" .......................................................... .............. ...................................................... Dan Chambers 

1:30 "Let Brotherly Love Continue" ........................................................................................ Dan Chambers 
"Let Brotherly Love Continue" (ladies class) ....... .............................. ........................... Sheila K. Bull 

6:45 Gospel Singing .......................................................................... ............... ..................................... Todd Walker 
7:30 "The God of Peace" ........................ .................... ................... .............. ................................. Keith Kasarjian 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 . 
9:30 "Marriage: Honorable in All" .................................................................................. .......... David Hamrick 

10:30 "Obey Them That Have Rule Over You" ..................................... ................................. Keith Kasarjian 
3:00 "Remember Them. . .. Wh o Have Spoken" ............ ................ ......................... ..... ..... .. ... David Hamrick 

AFTERNOON WORSHIP SERVICE ON SUNDAY AT THE 
CANE RIDGE MEETINGHOUSE IN BOURBON COUNTY, KENTUCKY 

C
North Lexington C 
HURCH OF HRIST 

2280 1-1 urne Roud • Lexington , Ke ntucky 40516 • (859) 299-9511 • www.northl ex ingto ncoc.org 
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Potpourri ••. 
T he "Potpourri" column this month is about 

the same as in other months. It is a rehash 
of religious and moral sounding events. Its 

purpose is to keep us reminded of how inane humans 
often are. 

You may wonder why we would remind you of 
such trite. Answer: You do not have to personally fall 
into every pitfall in the road, you can learn where 
the danger is and how to stay out of traps by watch
ing others ... or reading about others. 

Sooooo, here we go ... 

Abortion Center Closes 
• New City, NY (LifeNews.com) -A local abor

tion center in a northern suburb of New York City 
has closed as a result of the recent 40 Days for Life 
campaign. The Abortion Services facility in the New 
City, New York, was one of more than 50 abortion 
centers across the nation that saw prayer vigils dur
ing the spring event. 

Abortion Shirts 
• Whitehouse, OH (LifeNews.com) - High 

school students in a Toledo suburb were threatened 
with having to skip prom and other senior gradua
tion events if they didn't remove their pro-life T
shirts. A group of students had planned to draw at
tention to the destruction of human life in abortion 
until school officials got upset. 

The students wore matching T-shirts with the 
message, "Abortion is homicide" but the April 21st 
coordinated event drew the ire of school administra
tors. 

Kristen Norman told WTOL-TV the Anthony 
Wayne High School students were ready to stand up 
for their free speech rights until school officials kept 
adding more and more threats. 

"We were told we could take the shirts off, turn 
them inside out or face a two-day suspension," 
Norman said. 

The students refused and were then threatened 
with missing out on senior events. 

"We were told we would not be able to go to our 
senior prom, would not be able to participate in se
nior skip days, go to a senior picnic or walk at gradu
ation," Norman told the television station. 
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The Anthony Wayne school district refused to 
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comment to WTO L-TV and officials did not respond 
to an email from LifeNews.com seeking comment 
for the story. 

Senior Jamie Pellek said the students would pur
sue legal remedies if the school followed through on 
the threats. 

Plants Are People? 

• You just knew it was coming: At the request of 
the Swiss government, an ethics panel has weighed in 
on the "dignity" of plants and opined that the arbi
trary killing of flora is morally wrong. This is no 
hoax. The concept of what could be called "plant 
rights" is being seriously debated. 

A few years ago the Swiss added to their national 
constitution a provision requiring "account to be 
taken of the dignity of creation when handling ani
mals, plants and other organisms." No one knew ex
actly what it meant, so they asked the Swiss Federal 
Ethics Committee on Non-Human Biotechnology to 
figure it out. The resulting report, "The Dignity of 
Living Beings with Regard to Plants," is enough to 
short circuit the brain. 

A "clear majority" of the panel adopted what it 
called a "biocentric" moral view, meaning that "liv
ing organisms should be considered morally for their 
own sake because they are alive." Thus, the panel de
termined that we cannot claim "absolute ownership" 
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over plants and, moreover, that "individual plants 
have an inherent worth." This means that "we may 
not use them just as we please, even if the plant com
munity is not in danger, or if our actions do not en
danger the species, or if we are not acting arbi
trarily." 

B·I·B·L·f 
• NEW YORK (Reuters Life) - When it comes to 

literary pursuits in the United States most people 
agree on at least one thing - the most popular book 
is the Bible, according to a new survey. 

It came in first in a Harris Poll of nearly 2,513 
adults but the second choice in the survey was not as 
clear cut. 

Bible-toting feather 

• An Ohio school district under fire for telling a 
teacher to hide his personal Bible instead of leaving 
it on his desk when students are present has released 
a long list of accusations against the teacher, ranging 
from preaching in class to "branding" students, and 
says it is hiring an investigator for the case. 

The case arose last week when officials with the 
Mount Vernon, Ohio, school district ordered teacher 
John Freshwater to remove a Ten Commandments 
representation from a collage on his classroom wall, 
and told him he must hide his personal Bible from 
students. 

Freshwater removed the Ten Commandments as 
ordered, but declined to hide his Bible. 

R. Kelly Hamilton, one of Freshwater's attor
neys, told the newspaper his client considers the 
Bible an item that brings him inspiration. He com
pared it to a personal photo that someone puts on a 
desk at work. 

"Please notice that the attack on religious free
dom in America is on Christianity. No one is trying 
to silence the religious freedom of Muslims or athe
ists or humanists. Quite the contrary. We are told to 
'understand' Muslims, to be sensitive to the atheists 
and to tolerate the humanists and their various de
nominations of 'isms' (environmentalism, feminism, 
secularism, socialism, communism), which we teach 
openly in our schools" (WND, Apr. 23, 2008). 

No Kneeling - No Bowing 
• PHILADELPHIA- A federal appeals court has 

ruled that a New Jersey school board was within its 
rights to tell a football coach he cannot kneel and 
bow his head as members of his team pray before 
games. 

Law of the Land 
• A case triggered by a school district's instruc

tions to students to "shut up" if they held religious 
beliefs that did not support the practice of homo
sexuality is being appealed to the full U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 6th Circuit. 

Officials with the Alliance Defense Fund have 
confirmed they are taking the case involving Timo
thy Morrison to the next level after a panel decided 
against a judicial ruling endorsing the student's First 
Amendment rights in the dispute with the Boyd 
County, Ky., Board of Education. 

"Christian students shouldn't be prohibited from 
expressing their beliefs," ADF Senior Legal Counsel 
Joel Oster said. "The school adopted a policy that 
prohibited students from sharing their beliefs that 
homosexual behavior was wrong simply because oth
ers might find the message insulting. 

"If students violated this policy, they not only 
faced suspension, they could also be turned over to 
the police," Oster said. "Several students, including 
Timothy, chose not to speak rather than face such 
dire consequences. Timothy is entitled to a judicial 
ruling vindicating his rights." 

The court was critical of the school district's 
"gay appeasement" policy instituted as a result of a 
lawsuit over the establishment of a homosexual stu
dent club. 

The pending lawsuit was prompted by an earlier 
lawsuit that demanded the school allow a "gay" club 
at the school, which resulted in a solution that has 
been described as "gay appeasement." The resolu
tion of that case included the required indoctrination 
for students, which banned them from expressing 
their religious beliefs, and Morrison's case was 
launched in 2005 (Apr. 29, 2008, WorldNetDaily). 
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Homo Initiatives 
• FORT WORTH, Texas - Efforts to overturn 

the United Methodist ban on "self-avowed, practic
ing homosexual" clergy are on the agenda as the de
nomination opens its General Conference in Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

Methodists from the U.S. and around the world 
meet every four years to set policy for the 11 million 
member denomination. 

Iowa Bishop Gregory Palmer, the incoming presi
dent of the Council of Bishops, says many Method
ists are open to asking, "What's God saying now and 
how do we understand the Scriptures now?" 

But Mark Tooley, author of Taking Back the 
United Methodist Church, believes the denomi
nation's growth in conservative parts of the U.S. and 
Mrica has given traditionalists a working majority 
that will defeat liberal initiatives. 

Shooting in BuHe, Montana 
• Two illegal aliens, Ralphel Resindez, 23, and 

Enrico Garza, 26, probably believed they would easily 
overpower home-alone 11-year-old Patricia 
Harrington after her father had left their two-story 
home. 

It seems the two crooks never learned two 
things: they were in Montana and Patricia had been 
a clay shooting champion since she was nine. 

Patricia was in her upstairs room when the two 
men broke through the front door of the house. She 
quickly ran to her father's room and grabbed his 12 
gauge Mossberg 5 00 shotgun. 

Resindez was the first to get up to the second floor 
only to be the first to catch a near point blank blast of 
buckshot from the 11-year-old's knee crouch aim. He 
suffered fatal wounds to his abdomen and genitals. 

When Garza ran to the foot of the stairs, he took 
a blast to the left shoulder and staggered out into the 
street where he bled to death before medical help 
could arrive. 

It was found out later that Resindez was armed 
with a stolen 45 caliber handgun he took from an
other home invasion robbery. That victim, 50-year
old David Burien, was not so lucky. He died from 
stab wounds to the chest. 

Ever wonder why good stuff never makes NBC, 
.CBS, PBS, MSNBC, CNN, or ABC news ... an 11 
year old girl, properly trained, defended her home, 
and herself ... against two murderous, illegal immi
grants ... and she wins, she is still alive. 
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Birth Control 
• (NaturalNews) A middle school in Portland, 

Maine, is considering a proposal to provide birth 
control pills and patches to students as young as 11 
years old. King Middle School launched a reproduc
tive health program after five of the 135 students 
who visited the school's health center in 2006 re
ported being sexually active. The program already 
provides condoms to students, but the new proposal 
would expand this to include prescriptions for birth 
control pills and patches (which would then have to 
be purchased at a pharmacy). 

The contraceptives could be dispensed without 
the knowledge of parents, although written permis
sion would be required for children to receive (un
specified) services from the health center. 

The proposed program has attracted contro
versy, with some people accusing the schools of tak
ing away parental power and encouraging children 
to have sex too early. But school officials dispute 
these claims. 

"We do certainly sit down and speak with them 
about why [being sexually active] is not a good 
choice," said Amanda Rowe, the school's nurse coor
dinator. "But there are some who persist, ... and they 
need to be protected." 

Logan Levkoff, a sexologist and relationship ex
pert, said that while the school may be stepping into 
a role that would better be filled by parents, many 
parents do not feel comfortable enough to do so. 
"Parents should be the sex educator for their chil
dren," Levkoff said. "The problem is not every par
ent feels empowered [to do so]." 

Court Rules 
• CHICAGO- The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

7th Circuit reversed a lower court's ruling against an 
Illinois student Wednesday, saying the district court 
must order a Naperville high school to suspend its 
ban on a T-shirt that reads "Be Happy, Not Gay" 
while the student's lawsuit proceeds. School officials 
prohibited student Alex Nuxoll, who is represented 
by Alliance Defense Fund attorneys, from wearing 
the clothing. 

"Christian students shouldn't be discriminated 
against for expressing their beliefs," said ADF Senior 
Counsel Nate Kellum. "Public school officials cannot 
censor a message expressing one viewpoint on ho
mosexual behavior and then at the same time allow 
messages that express another viewpoint. The 
court's ruling is a victory for all students seeking to 



protect their First Amendment rights on a school 
campus." 

Nuxoll, a student at Neuqua Valley High School, 
desires to express his perspective at various times 
throughout the year, including the next school day 
after the "Day of Silence." Other students at the 
school are permitted to wear shirts with messages 
supporting homosexual behavior as part of the "Day 
of Silence," which is sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian, 
Straight Education Network. The 7th Circuit ruling 
prevents school officials from singling out Nuxoll's 
message for censorship (LifeSiteNews.com, Apr. 24, 
2008). 

PPI4 
• WASHINGTON - The Planned Parenthood 

Federation of America has perpetuated a "genocide 
on the black community," says a group of Mrican
American pastors who claimed Thursday the birth 
control and abortion provider has had a racist 
agenda since its beginnings in 1921. 

Holding a brief vigil and press conference in 
front of a Planned Parenthood clinic in Washington, 
D.C., the group of preachers and activists said they 
were incensed by the results of recent "undercover" 
inquiries into several Planned Parenthood clinics 
across the country. 

"Every day ... over 1,500 black babies are mur
dered inside the black woman's womb," said Jesse 
Lee Peterson, of Brotherhood Organization of a New 
Destiny (BOND). "This is a race issue." 

The pastors urged Congress to initiate an audit 
of the organization and have written letters demand
ing that money for Planned Parenthood be elimi
nated from federal Title X funding, of which the 
group got $65 million for fiscal year 2007, according 
to pro-life Concerned Women of America. In total, 
Planned Parenthood received $300 million in gov
ernment contracts and grants in the current fiscal 
year. 

The national office of Planned Parenthood pro
vided FOX News with a lengthy statement on Thurs
day in which it said its role in the Mrican-American 
community is widespread because the need is 
greater. 

"The (Centers for Disease Control and Preven
tion) revealed that a shocking number of teenage M
rican-American girls - nearly half- carry a sexu
ally transmitted infection," reads the statement. 
"This compares to an overall average rate for all 
teenage girls of at least one in four. 

Drunk Driving 
• PORTSMOUTH - A Fremont woman was 

driving drunk to a Sunday morning Bible study class 
when she failed to negotiate a Dunkin' Donuts drive
through and crashed into a fence, say police. 

As a result, Mary Lou Kohlhofer, 53, of 848 
Main St., was arrested on a charge of aggravated 
driving while intoxicated. 

Kohlhofer's husband, Andy, is active in politics in 
Fremont, serving on the town Budget Committee. 
He is also a founder of Fremont Citizens for Sensible 
Government. 

Scientific? 
• TALLAHASSEE, Fla.- Some scientists are urg

ing Florida's Legislature to reject a bill that would 
protect teachers from being fired if they present in
formation challenging evolution. 

The legislation comes in response to new science 
standards that require Florida teachers to present 
evolution in more detail. 

The scientists believe evolution is a scientific fact 
and argue that the ''Academic Freedom" bill would 
let teachers present Intelligent Design or Biblical 
Creationism as an alternative. 

Advocates of Intelligent Design say life and the 
universe are too complex and finely tuned to have 
evolved by chance. But critics say Intelligent Design 
is religion posing as science. 

Stop Bible Giveaways 
• NEW 0 RLEANS (AP) - Ji.. federal judge or

dered a public school system to stop allowing in
school Bible giveaways, saying the practice violates 
the First Amendment separation of church and state. 

"Distribution of Bibles is a religious activity 
without a secular purpose" and amounts to school 
board promotion of Christianity, U.S. District Judge 
Carl J. Barbier ruled in a case brought by the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union of Louisiana against the 
Tangipahoa Parish School Board. 

As requested by both sides, Barbier made a sum
mary judgment based only on the written briefs -
something judges may do only if the law is absolutely 
clear. 

Defense attorney Christopher M. Moody said 
late Tuesday that the school board decided to appeal 
the ruling to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeal. 

"We think our chances on appeal are very good," 
he said. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Title 

uestion: What should we do with one who 
comes from a denomination and says she has 

b aptized for remission of sins? Can we accept her 
in membership or should she be baptized again? (W,W.) 

Can one who has received denominational bap-
tism "place m embership" and be accepted by a 
church of Christ? (D.N. and R.K.) 

Responders note: These two questi ons are not 
the same. It is important to differentiate between the 
situations these questions pose. 
Answer to first question: The accounts of conver

.1"'\..sion in Acts are our pattern. I often say in 
preaching them, "If )' OU hear what they heard and do 
what they did, you will get what they got and become 
what they became. " 

When people beli eve the gospel, repent and are 
baptized for the remission of sins, they are saved. At 
that point they are added by the Lord to the church 
he promised to build (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47 ; 5:11), 
the kingdom over which he reigns (Col. 1:13). 

The Lord does the adding. We are not call ed to 

vote on it. 
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righteous living. Side notes promote class 
discussion and service activities. 13 chapters, 
0929540522, 159 pgs. pback 

$9.95 plus $3.50 shipping 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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Firm Foundation (Texas) • (888) 367-6216 
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Some Principles to Consider 

1) In things related to salvation, the Bible is clear and 
can be understood by an ordinary reader. 

As pa rt of our " back to the Bible" plea, we fre
quently make that point: "Be like the Bereans (Acts 
17: 11)." "Regard less o f what your preacher, parents 
or others may tell you, search the scriptures for your
selves. Believe and do what you learn there." "The 
Bible only makes Christians only." 

"One cannot be taught wrong and baptized 
right," is a true statement, but a perso n can be ex
posed to erroneous teaching about baptism and 
other subjects and still learn and practice the truth by 
his or her own personal study of scripture. 

I have known some who have done that. 
2) It is not possible to know what a person be

lieves simply on the basis of what the church he is a 
member of teaches. 

That is even true among us. Just because a person 
is a member of, or even a preacher for, a church of 
Christ, it is no longer possible, if it ever was, to say 
with certainty what he believes about anything in 
particular. 

So even though it is correctly said that a particu
lar church which immerses fo r baptism teaches that 
one is saved before and without baptism, it does not 
necessari ly fo llow that every member of that church 
believes that. 

Traditional practice in man y such churches is for 
the candidate for baptism to confess, " I believe that 
God fo r Christ 's sake has forgiven me o f my sins." 
But every person baptized in those churches has nor 
been asked to make that con fession, and some who 
were asked to do so have declined, co nfessing in
stead that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

There are people who are members of groups 
that usually sprinkle instead of immerse who, be
cause of their own study of the Bible, have been im
mersed. Some have done so with proper biblical fai th 
and understand ing, gleaned from their own study of 
the Scriptures. 

3) The validity of baptism is not determined by 



the faith of the baptizer but by the faith and under
standing of the one being baptized. 

It would be impossible for any of us to have con
fidence that we were baptized sc riptura ll y if it de
pended on the faith or sincerity of the person baptiz
ing us. We are not equipped to read minds or hearts. 

Some think they have "proven" to people who 
thought they were baptized for remission of sins that 
they really were not by calling the preacher that bap
tized them and asking him. However, it is not the in
tention of the baptizer that matters, but the faith and 
intention of the person being baptized. 

4) Baptism into Christ, into his body, does not re
quire being baptized in association with a particular 
congregation. 

The treasurer of the African Queen Candace was 
baptized by Philip as the treasurer rode from Jerusa
lem back toward his home in Ethiopia. Philip began 
his teaching with the prophecy of the suffering ser
vant of God who "bore the sins of many and makes 
intercession fo r the transgressors" (lsa. 53). From 
that passage he preached the gospel of the crucified 
and risen Lord. The Ethiopian believed the gospel, 
was baptized and went on his way redeemed and re
joicing. Philip departed in another direction (Acts 
8:26-40). 

The Lord added the treasurer to his church. 
There was, however, no local church where he 

was or where he was going. We have no way of 
knowing what the treasurer did with his newly found 
truth when he got back home in Ethiopia. We do no t 
know what else Philip had time and opportunity to 
teach him or whether he ever saw another Christian. 
But we do know that he believed the gospel, was 
baptized and was added by the Lord to the company 
of the redeemed. 

5) The only way we can know whether anyone 
has been baptized with biblical understanding is by 
what he or she tells us. 

Even if someone is baptized in an environment 
with which we are famili ar, and by a preacher we 
know preaches the biblical understanding of bap
tism, the person being bap tized could have some 
other motive entirely. One man told his wife in my 
presence, "The only reason I was baptized was to get 
you and the preacher off my back." 

There is no reason not to trust what we are told. 
We must, because we have no other way of knowing. 

There are people who do not understand the ex
pression "baptized for remission of sins." Some have 
said they were baptized for remission of sins but also 

stated that they thought they were saved at one point 
and baptized later. Obviously they did not under
stand the phrase biblically. 

If a person from a milieu in which the opposite is 
usually taught says she was baptized for remission of 
sins, we may need to help her be certain she under
stands what that should mean. 

A recommended practice, when beginning a 
study, is to ask, "Are you a Chris tian?" If they say, 
"Yes," ask them to tell about their conversion. If they 
thought they were saved before baptism, it wi ll be re
vealed in that conversation. Note can be made of 
that and they can be reminded of it if, after further 
study, they then understand that the Bible p uts bap
tism before salvation and try to extrapolate that back 
to their conversion. 

Once they see from the Bible that baptism pre
cedes salvation, if they are on record that they were 
baptized with a different understanding, it usually 
flows naturally for them to request to be baptized 
biblically. 

In answer to the current question however, if the 
person clearly understands what he or she is claiming 
to have done, we have no right to say, "No, I will not 
accept that you have done that." 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders i\drift. 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 • 888-367-6216 

April 2008 3 5 
Fmn Foundation 



A nswer to second question : If by "denomina
tional baptism" is meant baptism for the pur

pose of joining a denomination, or baptism in accor
dance with erroneous teaching, the answer is, "No." 

Biblical baptism is a burial; it is not sprinkling or 
pouring (Acts 8:38-39; Col. 2:12). It is preceded by 
faith (Acts 8:37 KJV; Mark 16:16); so an infant or 
anyone coerced into baptism has not been scriptur
ally baptized. 

Biblical baptism is motivated by faith, and it is 
also the act by which faith is completed (compare 
James 2:22). 

God's promised blessings are usually conditioned 
on obedience to a commandment that does not logi
cally relate to the promise. Examples: marching 
around the walls of Jericho to conquer that city 
(Heb. 11:30); washing in the pool of Siloam to be 
cured of blindness Uohn 9:7); dipping in the Jordan 
river to be cleansed of leprosy (2 Kings 5: 10); leav
ing home and family to be blessed and to be a bless
ing (Gen. 12:1-4; Heb. 11:8). 

The eleventh chapter of H ebrews is filled with 
such examples. In every instance people received 
blessings "by faith" when they obeyed. 

The basis and power of our salvatio n is what 
Jesus Christ did for us on the cross of Calvary. Being 
baptized is the act of fa ith by which we appropriate 
what Jesus did on the cross. 

The Bible on Baptism 

"Baptism ... now saves you ... through the resurrec
tion of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). 

Baptism is " into Christ" (Gal. 3:27). There are 
no spiritual blessings outside of Christ (Eph. 1:3). 

Ananias, sent by Christ, commanded Saul, "Be 
baptized and wash away your sins" (Acts 22 :16). 

Baptism is "for the forgiveness of your sins" and 
to "receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). 

At baptism we are "baptized into (Christ's) 
death" and "raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father {that) we too might walk in newness of life" 
(Rom. 6:3-4). 

When we "obey from the heart" the "form," 
"pattern" or "type" (Greek, tupos) of the gospel, we 
are "set free from sin" (Rom. 6:17). The gospel is the 
good news "that Christ died for our sins in accor
dance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures" (1 Cor. 15 :3-4). We obey the gospel 
when we are buried with Christ by baptism into his 
death and are raised from the dead by the glory of 
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the Father that we too might walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6:4). 

J esus said, "Whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned" (Mark 16:1 6). That is entirely differ
ent, even exactly opposite as far as baptism and sal
vation are concerned, of "Whoever believes is saved, 
and then will be baptized." 

All of that leads me to conclude that a person 
who is baptized mai ntaining that baptism has noth
ing to do with salvation has not submitted to biblical 
baptism. To say one is saved before and without bap
tism is to deny every biblically stated purpose for 
baptism. 

Invitation 

To readers who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and who a re attempting to turn their 
lives away from sin , I urge, as did the Christ-sent 
messenger to Saul, who was in that same mental and 
spiritual condition, "And now why do you wait? Rise 
and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on 
his name" (Acts 22: 16). 

College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@fau lkner.edu 
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Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 
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OF 

DELIVERANCE 

By Cindy Colley 

Modern problems uncovered in ancient Egypt. Study 
the mighty midwives- also protective Miriam -and 
gain insight from the challenges of Zipporah, Cozbi, 
and others. They used varying objects - a scarlet 
thread, a sharp stone, a deadly hammer- to achieve 
the purposes of God. But it was always God who put 
the power in the plan. God's preservation thread runs 
throughout this intriguing saga of deliverance and 
finally ties each episode to the cross. 

A thought-provoking Bible-study series designed to 
motivate Christian women to read the Scriptures for 
themselves 

$8.95 plus $4.00 s&h · Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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-Alaska-
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Spencer, minister. 
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a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (fuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
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Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 
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Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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Call today for a free 3-month 
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The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 
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Articles in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF 

$10.99 
$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BK.KU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•" . 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
888 367-6216 

questions 
and Answers 
by Cuy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 

$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocke t-s ized book 
(3Y:z''x5W') puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycstcnlay and Today 
b)" 8u1·1on f.oiTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

The Apocaln1se: 
A Revelation 
of Jesus Cln·ist 
by Donald R. Taylor, Ph.D. 

A helpful introduction, useful outline 
of the Apocalypse dispersed 
throughout the text, insightful 
discussions of relevant OT proph
esies; clear interpretation of symbols, 
the 144,000, the Beast, the False 
Prophet, the Mark of the Beast, 666, 
Babylon the Great, Armageddon; 
symbols such as horns, beads, tails, 
stars, horses, trumpets, bowls, 
scorpions, and others interpreted; the 
historical cir-cumstances of the 
Apocalypse estab lished; Greek 
words written in English characters; 
questions at end of chapters. 0-965-
05970-7 hb 304 pgs. 

$16.95 plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 



CLASSIFIED Miscellaneous 
Srudcnt? Moving to Atl:tnt:l? Welcome co Avondale 
- an acrivc congrcg:~rion. 40 17 Memori:~l Dr., 
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Preachers Needed 

The Bedford Church of Christ, in rhc D:~lbs/Forr 
Worrh :~rc:1 is in need of a sound,middlc-age, f:~m ily 
man ro be our full- rime minister. Conracr Gerald 
Ball ar (8 17) 545-3597. Send resume wirh refer
ences and phoro ro: Gerald B:~ll at rhe Bedford 
Church of Christ, 2401 Bedford, TX 76021 

1l1c Bell Avenue Church of Christ in Amarillo, 
TX has a pulpit minister posirion open. 1600 Bell 
Srreer, Amarillo, TX 79 106, (806)355-2351. 
bacoc@amaonline.com, 1111/IUJ. bella venue. org. 
Conr:~ct: D:~nny H:~ney, dannybaney@atl.net (806) 
352-0210, 

Preacher Sought: A full rime minisrer is needed for 
rhe Shiprock chu rch of Chrisr. Located in rite 
Norrheasr corner of New Mexico rhis work is a 
mission rype work wirh rhe N:~tive American 
Navajo narion. This work is overseen by rhe 
eldership of rhe Brookland church of Christ in 
Brookland, Arkans:~s. The Shiprock congrcg:~rion 
is a sound :~nd faithful group of about 25 members 
wirh opporruniries for growth. We are seeking a 
married man rh:1r is sound, family oriented, 
knowledge:~b le , and possesses good communic:uion 
skills. We c:~n supply a good s:~lary and :1 nice 3-
bedroom, 2-barh mobile home. If you :~re inreresred 
in applying, ple:~se submit a resume, a r:~pcd sermon 
(video or audio), and references ro: Brookland 
church of Christ, Arrn: Elders, 9664 Highway 49B 
North, Brook land , AR 72417. If you need 
additional information feel free ro conracr us ar 
870-932-5307. 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher :IV:Ii l :~blc for pulpit work, 
preferably west of Fort Worth, Tcx:~ s. Over 40 
years experience wirh churches of Christ (nor 
liberal) pre:~ching , re:~ching and writing. Please 
reply ro: Gospel Prc:~chcr , P.O. Box 54134, Hurst, 
Texas 76054. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, o rher books :It grcar prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. ro B:~rlpin Bookfindcrs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books :~nd libraries. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

-.fie tory 
8ver 

CCrials 
by Lo ttie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment. disappointment, pain, grief. doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enliglllrnenl, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderfu l gift book. 
$ 10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Tex.IS residents ,Jdd 6.25% t.lx 
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Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by Tom Holland 

Provides insights into the n a ture of 
preaching, informative and Inspirational 
to men who are beginning p reparation 
for preaching. Blends a philosophy of 
preaching, practical instructions, and 
motivation ; helpful, too, for older 
preachers who need reminding of th e 
method, message and motivation in 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I t seems ro me that many are leery of the closing 
book of the Bible. They are both dazzled and 
daunted by it. It has a strange fascination that 

draws us to it and a perplexing atmosphere of mys
tery that holds us at a distance. 

To be blunt, many look upon the book of Revela
tion as stunningly incomprehensib le and mostly use
less. 

Of course, it is not! 
Others see it as a hodgepodge of anyth ing, every

thing, and nothing. They read it and fo rce into it ev
ery wild and weird concoction of m istaken theory 
that a cunning human mind can invent. 

Of course, it is not that, e ither! 
It is useful, encouraging and fi lled with valuable 

information. 
"Apocalypse" is from a root word meaning "ro 

uncover. " 
This charming book is marked by the expecta

tion of a cosmic cataclysm in which God destroys the 
ruling powers of evil and raises the righteous to 

peaceful and happy life in an eternal kingdom. 
What is more magnetic than that? 

Blessed is he that readet h, and they that 
hear the words of the prophecy [of this 
book], and keep the things that are written 
therein: for the time is at hand. 

The book of Revelation unfolds redemptio n's 
sweet song. It emphasizes the importance of truth 
and salvation and deals with every point in t he 
scheme of redemption . In the process, it also exposes 
as foolish every attempt to alter divine revelation. 

It shows us t he devil's tricks and makes us aware 
of his devices. It emphatically rebukes religious libe r
alism and forcefully exalts the Word of God. 

It should d raw the God-fearing to its lovely 
promises and prospects. 

But we seem to run from it as if it were some.
thing dismal and dangerous. 

If we approach the book of Revelation as we would 
any other book in the Bible, and deliberately study it 
in the light of related holy scr ipture, it yields a message 
that is sweet in the mouth and bitter in the belly. 

It speaks to the heart's deepest desires. The most 
difficu lt parts of it a re explained by a heavenly, spiri
tual angel. 

This article is the first in a series dealing with the 
book of Revelation. In this in itial chapter, I will un
dertake to give you a brief overview of the book. 
Subsequent lessons will deal with the book chapter 
by chapter and verse by verse . 

When we are done, I pray that you will agree this 
is a book well worth diligent study and deserves to 
be preached with force and without favor. 

(con til w ed 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Translations 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T e text of the Bible has been translated into various lan
guages, both ancient and modern, thousands of times. 
It has been translated into English more than any other 

language, but translations into the Egyptian language (called 
"Coptic") and into the Syrian language are probably the oldest for 
the complete Bible (both testaments). 

As more and more scholars gained the necessary knowledge 
and skills to translate the Bible, the number of translations has in
creased. This is abetted by the amazing improvement in the pro
cess of printing and, more recently, by the proliferation of elec
tronic data. 

I am primarily interested in this article in the English versions 
of the Bible, of which there is an ever growing number. 

There are today many talented men and women who have aca
demically qualified themselves in Biblical criticism. We are in
debted to this group for the mushrooming of modern day English 
translations. 

It is not my purpose in this piece to critique the work of those 
who have given us so many translations, nor am I qualified to do 
so, nor do I have the time to do so. 

I wish to keep this on an elementary level, and simply make 
some observations from the standpoint of a lifelong Bible student 
who has a profound respect for the integrity of the sacred scrip
tures. 

For my comments I rely upon the statements of world-class 
scholars and will merely capsulize what I have read from these ex
perts. Again, it is not my aim to engage a long and tedious review. 

It is my intention to say in a condensed and simplified fashion 
what I have experienced in my personal study and my frequent use 
of a dozen or more of these English translations. 

Original Manuscripts 
There are no existing manuscripts written by any Bible contribu
tor. These manuscripts are referred to by scholars as "the auto
graphs," and there are none. We do not have a letter written and 
signed (autographed), for instance, by the apostle Paul. There are 
no autographed manuscripts of the books of the Bible. 

However, there are copies aplenty, and also translations from 
early times, and quotations from the autographs, and comments 
on the autographs. Taken together they number into the thou
sands, and the most respected into the hundreds. 



It is electrifying to know that when all of this material is 
brought together and patiently examined and compared that there 
are only an amazingly few substantial differences. 

It is true, that some persnickety scholars spend a lifetime mark
ing every blemish and number the differences into the hundreds of 
thousands. It is also true that the vast majority of these so-called 
differences are so minor that they cannot be expressed in the En
glish language. It is a classic case of straining for gnats. 

When only the most creditable manuscripts are considered and 
only significant differences noted, the thing boils down to less than 
a dozen problem passages. 

Think of it! A large load of material is studied and only a few
very few - important disagreements are found. 

That is astounding, and bears testimony to the fact that the 
early copyists of biblical manuscripts held the documents from 
which they worked in such high esteem that they used profound 
due diligence in seeking for accuracy in their work. 

The English reader can take any one of a number of English 
translations of the Bible and identify these differences by simply 
reading the footnotes. Nothing is hidden and it is all laid out on 
the table for all to see. 

So, the first fact that must be noted in a pedestrian discussion 
of English translations is the reliability and agreement in the 
sources. 

There are a number of compiled and complete manuscripts of 
the Bible, the two most notable of which are the Erasmus and text 
and the Westcott and Hort text. 

• Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam (1466-1536), a brilliant 
scholar, prepared a Greek text of the New Testament, which is 
known as the textus receptus and was the basis for the King James 
Version of the New Testament. The Erasmus text was an early at
tempt to ascertain what the writers of the New Testament had ac
tually said. His work has gone through a number of revisions and 
has produced several Greek texts of the New Testament. 

• Brooke Foss Westcott (1825-1901) and Fenton John An
thony Hort (1828-1892), after almost 30 years of hard work, pro
duced another respected Greek text of the New Testament. 
Westcott and Hort attempted to refine and sharpen the Greek text. 
A respected scholar said, "the general validity of their critical prin
ciples and procedures is widely acknowledge by scholars today" 
(Bruce M. Metzger, The Text of the New Testament: Its Transmis
sion, Corruption, and Restoration, Oxford University Press, p. 
136). This text has undergone a number of revisions and improve
ments. 

Now, once again, the stupendous thing is the agreement be
tween these two major texts of the Greek New Testament. 
Erasmus is fuller and is sometimes called the pregnant text and the 
Westcott and Hort text is more critical, cautious, and careful. Both 
text are true to the early manuscripts. The differences between this 
two Greek texts is slight and does not affect the doctrine of the 
New Testament at all. 
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There have, of course, been other Greek texts, 
many influenced by the Qumran findings, but there 
is no essential or significant differences in the Greek 
manuscripts. Nitpicky scholars may not agree with 
this statement, but none has yet produced any major 
discrepancies. 1 

English Translations 

The proliferation of English translations has given 
heartburn to some and has been promoted into a ca
tastrophe. However, a lot of what has been written 
in protest is "much ago about nothing," in my judg
ment. 

It is true that there are two widely different phi
losophies about how to approach the translation of 
the holy text. One is unacceptable and the other is 
good. 

+The unacceptable approach does not look on 
the sacredness and integrity of inspired scripture as 
very important and consequently is free-wheeling in 
translating the text. This is sometimes called 
"thought translation." The idea is that the translator 
does not necessarily attempt to give the very words 
of the Greek manuscript, but instead expresses what 
he considers to be the thought in the writer's mind. 
He pays more attention to his subjective opinion of 
what the original writer meant than he does to what 
was in fact written. God fearing people recoil from 
this approach to translation, and consider it a farce. 

+The good approach accepts the Greek manu
scripts as trustworthy and makes every attempt to 
express exactly what the original writer put down on 
paper with his pen. This is the only acceptable 
method of translation. The introduction to most, if 
not all, translations give dependable information as 
to which theory of translation is being used. Godly 
people will insist on a translation that is true to the 
text of the Bible. Leland Ryken said, "Not only does 
a translation that reproduces the very words of the 
original text have logic on its side (translation of 
ideas rather than words being an illogical notion) it is 
the only type of translation that respects and obeys 
other important principles regarding the Bible" (The 
Word of God in English, p. 217). English translations 
that conscientiously render the text as accurately as 
possible are basically in fundamental agreement. 
How could they be otherwise, seeing the marvelous 

"[1] There may be differences of opinion as to what constitutes a major 
discrepancy, but the only thing we require is for someone to point out 
an imponant difference. 
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agreement in the Greek texts? 
Most scholars realize that if they mess with the 

Greek text in making their translations their peers 
will take them to task and expose their hypocrisy to 
the general public. There are enough God fearing 
scholars watching and warning to make it undesir
able to mistranslate the text. The English translations 
that seek to give a true-to-the-Greek rendition are 
basically in agreement. 

They use English word synonyms but do not de
part from the text. There are a few problem pas
sages, but everyone is welcome to correct misstate
ments. 

It is a problem that is generally self-correcting. 

A Good Method 

Rather than panic over the many good English trans
lations we should benefit from them. 

In my personal study I use about a dozen transla
tions. By comparing the translations I increase my 
understanding and am able to pinpoint words that 
need more study. This yields a better grasp of the 
text. 

It is my impression that staying with the "word" 
translation rather than the "idea" translation, and by 
considering a number of translations, the message is 
more meaningful. 

I am at liberty to decide for myself the synonym 
that most accurately expresses what the writer origi
nally taught. 

Besides, English is a living language and the 
meaning of English words may shift and "new" 
words may come into use. 2 

New and up-to-date translations are necessary 
and can be of immense benefit. 

2 This is not true of the Kone Greek (the language in which the New 
Testament was written) because it is locked in time. It is not a living lan
guage and therefore does not change. This fact gives us a dependable 
standard by which to gage the accuracy of any English translation. 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

A Brief Overview of the Book of Revelation 
Chapter 1 

+Jesus in his grandeur and glory 
+ Proclamation by the Kingly Christ 
• Jesus lived, died, and is "alive for ever more" 
+ He is the living one 
• Possesses all authority (Matt. 28: 18; Phil. 2:5-

11) 

+ Long garment and a golden girdle 
+ Hair as white as snow 
+Eyes like flames of fire 
+ Feet like burnished brass 
+ Voice like that of many waters 
+ Sharp sword proceeds from his mouth 
+ Holds the keys of death and hades 
• Walks in the midst of seven golden candlesticks 
+ Seven stars clutched in his right hand 

Chapters 2-3 
+Jesus commissions the apostle John to write to 

seven churches of Asia Minor 
Commends: 
+Toil, patience, rejecting false teachers, not be

ing weary, hating Nicolaitans, enduring tribu
lation and poverty, holding fast the name of 
Jesus, good works, keeping Jesus' word, pas
sionate enthusiasm. 

Condemns: 
+Leaving first love, blasphemy of pretenders, 

tolerating false teachers, the living dead. 
+Lethargy. 
Commands: 
+ Repentance, fearlessness, faithfulness, watch

fulness, 
Promises: 
+ Tree of life, crown of life, not hurt of the sec

ond death, hidden manna, white stone, new 
name, morning star, authority over the na
tions, white garments, name in the book of 
life, confessed before God and the angels, pil
lar in the temple of God. 

Chapters show the value, importance, and worth 
of the church, which Jesus insists must be pure in 

doctrine and practice. Every church of Christ is a 
candlestick and must radiate truth and righteousness 
to illuminate the world and show the right way. 

Chapters 4-5 

+ Vision of the third heaven, the angelic host, 
and the throne of God. 

+ The only correct worldview is to see God as 
the center of everything. . 

God holds a seven-sealed book, which none 
could open. 

+ A lamb standing as if it had been slain appears. 
The lamb is lauded as worthy to break the seals 
and open the book. 

+ All hail the power of Jesus name. 
(The first five chapters show] esus, the church, the 

comforter, and Jehovah as vital and forceful. Christ, 
the church, and the heavenly throne bring light and 
hope to the world.) 

Chapters 6-7 
+The lamb breaks the seals and opens the little 

book. 
+ Four horsemen appear as each of the first four 

seals is broken. 
+ Rider on a white horse, representing Jesus as 

Savior 
+ Rider on a red horse, representing Satan and 

his emissaries 
+ Rider on a black horse, representing earthly 

tribulation caused by sin 
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• Rider on a pale horse, representing death and 
hades 

• Fifth seal reveals souls under the altar crying, 
"How long, 0 Lord, how long?" 

• Sixth seal reveals the final judgment. 
• When the seventh seal is broken, seven angels 

with seven trumpets appear 

Chapters 8-15 
• Silence in heaven for thirty minutes 
• Seven trumpets of judgment 
• First trumpet - hail and fire mingled with 

blood - land contaminated 
• Second trumpet - enormous mountain ablaze 

cast into the sea - sea contaminated 
• Third trumpet - fresh water turned to worm

wood - water contaminated 
• Fourth trumpet- atmosphere - air contami

nated 
• Fifth trumpet - cumulative woes and tribula

tions 
• Sixth trumpet - devastating forces of nature 

released 
• Another little book - the power of God unto 

salvation - it is both bitter and sweet 
• Measuring the temple, the alter and the people 
• Two witnesses prophecy 1,260 days, clothed in 

sackcloth 
• The time has arrived for the sounding of the 

seventh trumpet. 
• Vision of a woman arrayed with the sun, the 

moon under her feet, and a crown of stars 
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• Vision of the great, red dragon (Satan) who 
pursues and persecutes the woman 

• Heavenly war resulted in Satan being cast 
down to earth 

• Dragon continues to fight against the woman 
and her child 

• Dragon is aided by a sea-horn beast and a land
born beast 

• World accepts, worships, and follows Satan 
and his colleagues. 

+ Vision of the lamb standing on mount Zion 
• A new song of victory 
• Angels flying in mid-heaven 
+ The blessed dead 
• The saved of all ages stand serene by the sea of 

glass 
• They observe the final conflagration but are 

not punished by it 
• Seventh trumpet sounds ushering in the final 

judgment 
• Eschatological judgment - reaping and tread

ing the grapes of wrath 

Chapter 16 
• Seven bowls of wrath, representing the ulti-

mate judgment of earth 
• First bowl - ugly, festering, painful sores 
• Second bowl - sea became coagulated blood 
• Third bowl - rivers and springs of water 

turned to blood 
+ Fourth bowl - people of earth scorched with 

fire 
• Fifth bowl - Satan's throne is burned 
• Sixth bowl - Euphrates river dried up 
+Seventh bowl - brings the battle of Har-

Megedon 
• A mighty voice from heaven, saying, "It is 

done" 

Chapters 17-19 
• Allegory of mystery Babylon, the great harlot 
• Fall of mystery Babylon 
• Come out from mystery Babylon and be sepa

rate, says the Lord 
• "Hallelujah: for the Lord our God, the Al-

mighty reigneth" 
• The marriage of the Lamb has come 
+ The triumphant Christ in his victory march 
+Evil and falsehood are cast down for ever more 



Chapter 20 
+ A summary of the good fight of faith, from the 

cross to the second advent 
+ The millennial period represents the entire 

Christian age 
+ At the first advent, Satan is bound 
+ At the second advent, Satan and his cohorts are 

cast into the lake of fire 

Chapters 21·22 
+ The grand climax 
+A final balancing of the books 
+ The saved of all ages join the heavenly choir 

and sing the praises of God 
+ It is an overwhelming victory for righteousness 
+ It is an overwhelming defeat for unrighteous

ness 

+ God's offer of mercy and forgiveness is reiter
ated 

Well, that's the summary of the book of Revela
tion, which is a summary of the struggle between 
good and bad from creation to cremation. God made 
the heavens and earth and all things that are therein 
and he will one day allow it to destroy itself. The 
book of Revelation is the last chapter. 

In the months to come we plan, the Lord willing, 
to double back and consider this book chapter by 
chapter and will answer many of the questions that 
may be in your mind. Anyway, we will look at this 
amazing book in greater detail and attempt to ex
plain more fully its symbolic imagery. 
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110nce Upon a Time II 
••• 

by William R. Freeman #460307 

Have you noticed that police and courtroom 
dramas continue to be the rage on televi
sion these days? Policemen, lawyers, and 

criminals each battling to outwit the other. 
Emerging from all this drama and confusion is the 

judge sitting on his judgment seat rendering his ver
dicts. Everyone respects and even fears the judge. 

As I watched a recent episode, a story I heard 
long ago came to mind. It goes something like this: 

Once upon a time in the wild west a young 
woman was driving her buggy across the prairie 
when a lightning flash and crashing thunder stam
peded her horse. Straight ahead a deep chasm prom
ised certain death, but a young lawyer, riding his 
horse nearby, saw her distress and galloped to her 
rescue just in the nick of time. 

The man and woman went their separate ways. 
The woman lived a sinful life and ultimately was ar
rested and convicted of murder. 

When she appeared before the judge he sen
tenced her to death. It was only then that she real
ized the judge was the same man who had saved her 
from the stampeding buggy. 

She cried out, "Judge! Don't you remember me? 

You saved my life, how can you possibly sentence me 
to death now?" 

The judge, looking down from his judgment seat, 
replied, "Lady, in that day I saved you I was your 
savior. Today I am your judge. Take her away." 

This story could serve to remind us that Jesus is 
our Savior, but much like the young lawyer there will 
come a day when he will be our judge: 

"And he commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be 
judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 10:42 ASV). 

My friend, knowing a day of final judgment ap
proaches (Heb. 9:27) we ought to ask ourselves, "If I 
claimed to be a Christian would there be enough evi
dence to prove my case?" 

Picture, if you will, this scenario: Judgment day 
is here. Satan stands next to you before the judgment 
seat of Christ and says, 

"This man claims an exemption from hell, says 
he's a Christian and belongs to you, but the evidence 
will show otherwise. I call his wife to the stand." 
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The Devil Puts Your Wife on the Stand 
In the blink of an eye your wife appears on the wit
ness stand. She cannot lie for you, she is compelled 
to admit you failed to love (Eph. 5 :25) and honor (1 
Pet. 3: 7) her and bring up your children in the way 
of the Lord (Prov. 22:6). That you eschewed worship 
services for the golf course and watching sports on 
television (Heb. 1 0:25). You cheated on your tax re
turn (Matt. 22:21) despite her pleading with you not 
to. Her tears fell recounting the day she found the 
pornography hidden in your desk (Matt. 5 :28). 

He Calls Your Boss Next 

just when you think it couldn't get any worse, the 
devil cries out, "I call this man's employer to the 
stand" and instantly your boss appears on the wit
ness stand. 

"Yes," he begins, "I am aware that he has been 
pilfering from the company, but he is too sneaky to 
catch in the act. He inflates his expense account (1 
Cor. 6:10); tells lewd jokes (Col. 4:6); and his long
time affair with another married co-worker is well 
known (Heb. 13:4). He scoffs when he hears your 
name. cjt\ Christian!," he exclaims, "hmmmph the 
only time I've ever heard anything about God from 
his mouth he is taking his name in vain" (Exod. 
20:7). 

He Calls an Elder 
While you are reeling under this damning testimony, 
Satan calls one of the elders from the congregation 
you rarely attended. 

Looking up at the Judge the venerable elder says, 
"Lord, I've tried to encourag~ him to repent andre
turn to the church, but he would not (Heb. 13:17), 
blaming the other members for being too strict, 
called us 'law keepers' and hypocrites (Isa. 5 :20). He 
said he was going to find a more loving church, 
maybe one of the denominational churches, he said, 
'where they weren't so self righteous"' (2 Tim. 4:3). 
With sadness in his voice he told how your reputa-
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tion in the community brought shame on the name 
... Christian (Heb. 6:4-6). 

The Witness you Feared the Most 
Then, that wily serpent, called the witness you 
feared the most. "I call the claimant to the stand." 
Looking up at the Lord he begins, "Not only have I 
proved all these unforgiven sins, but this man has 
never fed the hungry, given drink to the thirsty, wel
comed strangers, clothed the naked, visited the sick 
and those in prison," jabbing a pointed claw at you 
he screeched, "Have you?" You could only hang your 
head and weep as the devil continued, "In your 
book, Son of David, hmmm, Matthew chapter 25, I 
believe, you have promised him to me, and I quote, 
"Then he will say to those on the left 'Depart from 
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels'" (Matt. 25:41 ESV). 

Satan smiled and said, "I rest my case." You are 
unable to say a word. It came as no surprise when the 
Lord said, "Take him away." Of course Judgment 
Day won't play out like this for the Righteous Judge 
will know it all; nothing is hidden from him, "Where 
shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee 
from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are 
there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!" (Ps. 
139:7-8 ESV). 

We must never forget that Jesus is our Savior, but 
one day will be our Judge. 
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(]. W. McGarvey was a man who possessed an imposing intellect, which was best demonstrated by his hon
esty and creativity. In the mid-nineteenth century this mental giant authored a lengthy piece titled, Grounds on 
Which We Receive the Bible as the Word of God, and the Only Rule of Faith and Practice. We reprinted the 
first portion of this fine essay last month, and will continue this month with a second installment. McGarvey 
wrote in a clear and understandable fashion, and, in his desire to be compelling on important matters, gave 
much detail. In the modern world some would find this extended treatment of a subject irksome, but many find 
it necessary. We live in a time when self-anointed scholars are diligent in attempting to reduce the Bible to a 
collection of fairy-tales and whose uppityness needs deflation ... none better than John McGarvey to do this 
necessary work. He was a confident defender of the verbal accuracy and inspiration of the Bible, and therefore 
of the infallibility of the divine message. There has never been a time when this information was more needed 
than in our generation. Read, learn, and enjoy. In the previous portion of this fine article McGarvey talked 
about The Narrowest Grounds of Belief, and Broader Grounds of Belief. We continue ... ) 

The Broadest Grounds of Belief 
By John McGarvey (deceased) 

T e third class of believers is composed of 
those who have made a thorough, system
atic and scientific investigation of all the 

grounds on which an intelligent faith can rest. They 
have pursued the following lines of inquiry, though 
not always in the order in which we name them. 

1. Knowing that all books written so long ago as 
the books of the Bible, were transmitted to posterity 
for many centuries by means of manuscript copies 
not always made with proper care; and that some an
cient books have undergone changes from this cause 
such as to render the latest copies extremely inaccu
rate; they ([scholars who work .in the field of higher 
criticism) have first inquired as to the preservation of 
the text of the sacred books, so as to know whether 
they have suffered in like manner. They are aware 
that even were the Bible originally the word of God, 
it is valueless now, if human hands have changed it to 
such an extent that we cannot know what parts re
main as they were first written; and they also know 
that if any part remains unchanged, this much is still 
the word of God if it was so at the beginning. If this 
inquiry ends in proving that the books have lost their 
essential character in transmission, we need to pro
ceed no farther with our investigation; but if other
wise, we then take another step, and inquire into 
their origin and original character. 

It is perhaps impossible to copy a book of consid
erable size with a pen, without making some mis
takes; and the more frequently it is copied, each 

copyist using the work of his predecessor, the greater 
the number of mistakes in the later copies. The mul
tiplication of copies is the multiplication of errors. 
Not so with printing. On the contrary, when the 
types are once correctly set, all copies printed from 
them are exactly alike, and they may be multiplied to 
any extent without mistakes. As a consequence, the 
inquiry as to the preservation of the text of the Bible 
is limited in time to the period between its first com
position and the invention of printing, or, at the lat
est, to the time when printing became an accurate 
art. This was in the early part of the sixteenth cen
tury, the first printed copy of any part of the Bible 
having been put to press about the middle of the cen
tury previous. Errors of copyists then came to an 
end, and our question is, how many and how serious 
were the errors introduced previous to that time? . 

The investigation of this question was begun in 
earnest about the close qf the seventeenth century, 
and it has b~en prosecuted with great diligence till 
the present time. Many eminent men have devoted 
their whole lives to it, and others, the labor of many 
years. They have ransacked the ancient libraries of 
Europe, Mrica, and ~estern Asia, in search of manu
script copies of the New Testament, and have found 
more than two thousand of them, some containing 
the whole New Testament, but the great majority 
only parts of it. These they have compared with one 
another, word by word, and letter by letter, noting 
every variation. They have also taken up the ancient 
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translations of the book, determined the Greek 
words from which the renderings in them were 
made, and compared these with the words of the 
manuscripts. In most instances the translations thus 
used were made from Greek copies of an earlier date 
than that of any manuscript now in existence; and 
thus they represent a Greek text nearer to the auto
graphs of the sacred penmen. They have also gath
ered out of the writings of early Christian authors, 
authors who lived anterior to the date of existing 
manuscripts, the quotations which they made from 
copies in use in their days, and have compared these 
with the same passages in versions and existing 
manuscripts. Having exhausted the sources of infor
mation as to how these books have read, in every 
line and word, and in every age of their existence, 
they have qualified themselves to state with the cer
tainty of exact knowledge, to what extent the text of 
the New Testament has been preserved in its original 
form. The results may be briefly stated as follows: 

a. The manuscripts, versions and quotations 
agree to such an extent as to leave no doubt as to the 
original reading of seven-eighths of the whole text, 
in word and letter. In other words, seven-eighths of 
the words originally written in these books have 
been preserved in existing copies precisely as they 
were at first. This much is unquestionably the word 
of God now, if it ever was. 

b. So large a number of the variations between 
copies consist in mere mistakes in spelling, which do 
not obscure the identity of the misspelt words, that 
when these are taken out of the account, as they 
should be, fifty-nine sixtieths of all the words are 
found to be unchanged. 

c. The number of changes in the text which affect 
the meaning, and require the skill of the critic to de
termine the original reading, is only about one-thou
sandth part of the whole, and these have been so 
marked in printed copies by textual critics, that a 
scholar can put his finger on every one of them. 

d. By combining the results of these investiga
tions, and throwing out from the text known errors, 
textual critics have now presented us with a Greek 
Testament which contains the exact words written by 
its authors, and this without the least doubt, except 
in specified instances. 

e. An examination of the few passages of which 
the readings are still doubtful, reveals the fact that if 
we should erase from the book all of these passages, 
we would lose from our New Testament not a single 
precept, promise, or fact, of material importance; for 
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all such which might be affected by the erasure are 
found in other passages, which are undoubtedly 
genutne. 

f. These results are accessible not to the learned 
alone; but they have been placed within the reach of 
all who can read the English language, by means of 
the Revised English version. This version is not only 
translated from the corrected Greek text, but it ex
hibits in marginal notes, intelligible to the unlearned 
reader, every word in regard to the genuineness of 
which there remains the least doubt, and it indicates 
the degree of doubtfulness which attaches to each. 

On the question, then, of the preservation of the 
original text of the New Testament, a question which 
was once regarded as fraught with extreme danger to 
the cause of the Bible, all apprehension has passed 
away; the enemies of the book are silenced, and its 
friends are satisfied. For all time to come, unless the 
art of printing shall be lost, the question will never 
be raised again. It is, indeed, one of the marvels of 
this marvelous age, that now, after the passage of 
seventeen centuries, we have a purer text of the 
Greek New Testament than has existed since the sec
ond century aher Christ. 

In regard to the original text of the Old Testa
ment, the investigation has not been completed, and 
the results are not so definite. Enough has been ac
complished, however, to justify the following state
ments: 

• 
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a. From the second to the sixth century after 
Christ, a succession of learned Jews, some living in 
Palestine and some in Babylon, devoted themselves 
to the critical study of the text of their Bible, and 
brought into use such rules to govern copyists that 
the variations between copies made at that time are 
fewer and more insignificant by far than in the Greek 
manuscripts of the New Testament. 

b. So far as can be judged from quotations made 
from the Old Testament previous to the time men
tioned, and by the translations into other tongues, 
the text had not suffered materially before these 
stringent rules were adopted. 

c. While this is true, it is ascertained that in some 
of the books there are interpolations and verbal al
terations made by editors and copyists, but of such a 
character that they are easily separated from the text, 
and that they do not materially affect the meaning of 
the passages in which they occur. There are also mis
takes in names and figures, many of which are cor
rected in the context. 

d. It is highly probable that there are other 
changes of the text which have not been detected 
and pointed out; but it is highly improbable that 
these are any more serious than those mentioned 
above in the New Testament. We therefore feel safe 
in the present state of our knowledge, and can pa
tiently await the results of further investigation. 

2. Having thus ascertained that the text of the 
Bible has been preserved to us with all the accuracy 
necessary to practical purposes, we have next in
quired whether the several books can be traced back 
to the authors to whom they are ascribed. 

This task has been accomplished with respect to 
the New Testament by evidence so incontestable that 
even the most hostile critics admit it in regard to the 
Apocalypse and four of the most important Epistles, 
viz., Romans, First and Second Corinthians, and Ga
latians. While denying the genuineness of Luke's 
Gospel, Acts of Apostles, Hebrews, Colossians, and 
Ephesians, they assign these to dates near the dose of 
the first century; and they place all the others be
tween the years 115 and 150, except Second Peter, 
which they bring down nearly to the year 200. As the 
period within which all of the books purport to have 
been written is the second half of the first century, 
unbelief is crowded into very narrow ground by the 
evidence which has extorted from it these admis
sions. This evidence is that of ancient manuscript 
copies of the Greek Testament, of which we have two 
still existing that were written in the fourth century; 

that of catalogues, or lists of the books, made out by 
early Christians, of which we have a succession 
reaching back into the second century; that of trans
lations into other tongues, of which we have two 
reaching to the middle of the same century, which 
was in the life time of men who knew the Apostles; 
that of quotations made from them by early writers, 
of which we have some from most of the books and 
made by men who knew some of the Apostles; and 
that furnished by the contents of the books them
selves, which, in the case of every book, is satisfac
tory, and is very strong for some for which the exter
nal evidence is comparatively weak. With this evi
dence, so nearly overcoming the resistance of the 
most determined foes of the Bible, we are satisfied; 
and we believe that all the books in our New Testa
ment were written in the apostolic age; and that they 
were written by the men whose names they bear, with 
the exception of the Epistle to the Hebrews, as to the 
authorship of which there is difference of opinion 
among believers. 

In regard to the Old Testament, the evidence on 
this branch of our inquiry, like that in regard to the 
text, is not so complete, owing to the remoteness of 
the period into which the inquiry leads us, and the 
consequent scarcity of documents from which to de
rive evidence. In the time of Christ all of these books 
unquestionably existed, and constituted, as they do 
now, the sacred Scriptures of the Jews. Furthermore, 
they had all been translated into Greek, and had 

EAST TENNESSEE 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

"Soundness- Balance -Integrity" 

Tuition Free • Housing Available 
Two-year Program • College Level 

Personal Attention • Limited Financial Aid 
Excellent Library • Preaching Opportunities 

Experienced Faculty • VA Benefits 
Classes for Wives 

Under oversight of Karns Elders since 1971 

James L. Meadows, Director 

6608 Beaver Ridge Road 
Knoxville, TN 37931 

(865) 691-7444 • Fax (865) 691-9692 

May 2008 11 
Finn Foundation 



been circulated in the version called the Septuagint, 
or Alexandrian version, for at least one hundred and 
fifty years before Christ: for it is now conceded that 
this version was completed not later than the year 
150 B. C., and that the first part of it was made as 
early as 280 B. C. This is demonstrative proof that 
the books existed far back toward the time when the 
latest of them was composed. This much is univer
sally conceded by unbelievers, and our field of in
quiry, in point of time, lies back of that period. 

All the historical books of the Old Testament, to
gether with the book of Job, are anonymous: that is, 
they do not name their authors. So far as their au
thors are known at all, they are known from the tes
timony of other writers; and the correctness of our 
knowledge depends on the reliability of this testi
mony. The most reliable of these witnesses are un
questionably Christ and his Apostles. They ascribe 
the Pentateuch to Moses; the prophets, so far as they 
quote them, to the men whose names they bear; and 
some of the Psalms to David, who is represented in 
the book itself as the composer of about half of the 
collection. Concerning the other anonymous books 
they give no specific testimony; but they give us a 
general warrant for receiving all, in that all were 
parts of the sacred Scriptures which they in a general 
way cited as the word of God. This usage does not 
imply the certainty that no book, or part of a book, 
had been improperly placed in the collection; but it 
does imply that no large amount of that kind of work 
had been done - none which would render im
proper the general designation of the collection as 
the word of God. 
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Much controversy has existed over the genuine
ness of most of these books, and the antiquity of oth
ers; and unbelievers have not hesitated to reject 
some which are endorsed by Jesus and the Apostles. 
It would require a large volume to set forth the 
points of argument in this controversy, and of course 
it cannot be attempted in this essay. It is sufficient for 
our present purpose to say that the principal ground 
on which we receive the Old Testament as the word 
of God is that named above, the testimony of Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles. This is sufficient for all the 
demands of the Christian faith; and if it fails to sup
port any particular book, on that book our faith will 
be found not at all dependent. 

3. Next after the inquiries concerning the preser
vation of the text of the Bible, and the genuineness 
of its books, comes the question, whether the facts 
recorded in it are credible, and its revelations reli
able. If they are, we can trust the Bible implicitly as 
the word of God; if not, the conclusions which we 
have thus far reached are without value. 

There are historical tests by which the credibility 
of historical documents is determined. We first in
quire as to the sources of information accessible to 
the writers, and used by them. If they speak from 
personal observation, being honest men, or from the 
testimony of eyewitnesses, they have the highest de
gree of credibility as regards the facts recorded. If 
they are more remote from the facts, their credibility 
diminishes proportionately. As regards the New Tes
tament writers, if all of them except the author of the 
Apocalypse, and the author of the four great Pauline 
Epistles lived after the death of the generation in 
which the events transpired, as is claimed by unbe
lievers, their knowledge was traditional, and their 
records unreliable. This consideration accounts for 
the unanimity with which this hypothesis is main
tained by unbelievers. But if these writings were all 
composed, as believers have to their own satisfaction 
made out, by the men to whom they are credited, 
then they are historical documents of the first degree 
of credibility, according to accepted rules of evi
dence. The latter conclusion has been established by 
the evidences which we have stated above. 

The second method of testing such documents is 
to compare them with other histories of the same pe
riod, and note the agreements and disagreements. 
This comparison has been made in two ways: first, 
by comparing the references which other writers 
make to New Testament facts with the New Testa
ment accounts of them; and second, by treating in 



like manner the New Testament allusions to events 
more fully set forth, by these other writers. In both 
ways the sacred books stand the test; for although a 
few contradictions have been alleged, not one has 
been made out. On the contrary, a remarkable har
mony has been found to exist, a harmony which, 
when we remember that all these other writers were 
hostile to the religion set forth in the New Testa
ment, is accounted for only on the supposition of the 
reality of the facts involved in the comparison. 

The third test is a close comparison of these 
documents with one another, where they refer to the 
same matters, to see whether or not their representa
tions are harmonious. This comparison takes into 
view not only the explicit statements which the writ
ers make, but also allusions made by one to events 
described by another. The enemies of the book have 
gone over this ground, from side to side, and end to 
eHd, searching as with a microscope, for inconsisten
cies; and they have paraded alleged inconsistencies 
in such numbers as to appall the inexperienced 
reader when he first encounters them. So confident 
are they in the correctness of their specifications that 
they commonly treat with supreme contempt the 
min who denies it. Yet believing scholars have fol
lowed them step by step, and proved in reference to 
every specification, that it is either a false charge, or 
a charge based on some illogical assumption. A con
tradiction exists only when two statements are made 
which cannot both be true. If, on any rational hy
pothesis whatever, both may be true, whether they 
can both be proved to be true or not, there is no 
proof of a contradiction. After making a fair allow
ance for transcriptional errors, no such contradiction 
has been proved between any two New Testament 
writers; and if none has yet been proved, it is not at 
all probable that one will ever be. 

Not content with this merely negative result, be
lievers have also gone through the New Testament 
books, both historical and epistolary, in search of in
ternal evidences of their truthfulness; and they have 
found a multitude of purely incidental agreements 
between them, which can be accounted for only on 
the supposition that they all wrote with the most 
minute accuracy. Many of these coincidences are 
found in the midst of apparent discrepancies, where 
they lay hidden until the appearance of discrepancy 
was dissolved by closer scrutiny, and the unseen 
agreement, surprisingly brought to light. The result 
of the whole inquiry is not only the triumphant vin
dication of the New Testament writers from the 

charge of contradiction, but the demonstration of 
the fact that they are the most authentic writers 
known to literature. 

In regard to one particular class of events, the 
miraculous, unbelievers contest the preceding con
clusion with the most desperate persistency. 

It is impossible for a man to remain an infidel 
and believe the miraculous events recorded in the 
New Testament; consequently the acceptance or re
jection of these is the crucial test of man's faith in 
Christ. Every argument which philosophy, history 
and science could suggest has been brought to bear 
against their credibility, but these have all been re
futed again and again by believers. We shall not at
tempt in this essay to go over the ground of this ar
gumentation, for the two reasons, that it is too volu
minous, and that there is a shorter way. After all that 
has been said on both sides, the question turns finally 
on the evidence for a single miracle, without which 
all of the others would have occurred in vain, and 
which, if it be established as real, carries all the oth
ers with it. We mean the resurrection of Jesus. No 
man who believes this event cares to deny any other 
material fact mentioned in the New Testament; and 
if a man denies this, it is a small matter if he denies 
everything else. 

The direct evidence for this event is stronger 
than that for any other event in ancient history. It 
consists primarily of the testimony of men and 
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women who had been intimate with Jesus before his 
death, and who saw him alive after his crucifixion 
and burial. We receive the testimony of four of these 
witnesses directly from their own pens; that of the 
Apostles Matthew and John in their Gospels, and 
that of John, Peter and Paul in their Epistles, and in 
the Apocalypse. Paul, it is true, was not familiar with 
the person of Jesus before his death, but his testi
mony has peculiar characteristics which render it not 
less reliable than that of any other witness. The testi
mony of the other witnesses also comes to us 
through these men, and through the writings of 
Mark and Luke, who were companions of all the 
witnesses, and had every possible opportunity to 
know what their testimony was. The competency of 
these witnesses, both with respect to their capacity 
for correct observation and their opportunities for 
correct knowledge, is so manifest to every careful 
reader of the accounts, that it is not too much to say 
that no well informed and candid reader doubts it. 
Their honesty in giving the testimony was subjected 
to the severest tests, by the losses, afflictions and per
secutions which befell them on account of it; and 
each succeeding generation since their own, on con
sidering these tests, declares them honest witnesses 
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by so vast a majority, including many infidels, that 
the few who doubt it prove by the doubt that their 
minds are in an abnormal condition. The number of 
the witnesses has also been found to be sufficient, as 
is proved by the fact, that no believer thinks his faith 
would be stronger if the witnesses were more numer
ous, and that no unbeliever claims, that were the wit
nesses more numerous he would believe. Forasmuch, 
then, as the witnesses are sufficiently numerous, are 
thoroughly competent and unquestionably honest, it 
is impossible to have stronger testimony; and there
fore it is impossible to establish any fact which de
pends on human testimony more firmly. 

These considerations present the force of the evi
dence from a positive point of view. It is equally 
strong when viewed negatively, as when we demand 
of the unbeliever to account for the disappearance of 
the dead body of Jesus, on any other hypothesis than 
that of his resurrection; and when we further de
mand of him, to account for the unquestioning belief 
of these witnesses, that they saw him alive, con
versed with him, and handled his person, as is re
corded. To the former of these demands, some of the 
older infidels have responded, by denying that he ac
tually died on the cross, and by affirming that he 
died naturally in the tomb, and disappeared by going 
elsewhere and remaining in retirement until he died 
like other men. This hypothesis encounters so many 
objections which readily present themselves to those 
acquainted with the narratives, that it has been 
adopted by very few, and it has been refuted by none 
more successfully than by later unbelievers. Withal
most one voice, recent infidel writers unite with be
lievers in holding that Jesus was certainly dead when 
he was placed in the tomb. Most of these have delib
erately shunned the question, what became of the 
body? and Christian Baur goes so far as to declare 
that the question is outside of historical inquiry, 1 

thus putting outside of historical inquiry the most 
momentous event, if it be an event, of which history 
speaks - an event which, whether real or not, has 
affected human history more profoundly than any 
other that ever transpired on the earth. To refuse in
quiry into such a fact, and this too, while writing a 
history of the church, is to acknowledge that no ac
count of it could be given which would not put to 
shame the man who does not believe it. Other infi
dels, notably Strauss and Renan, have attempted to 

1"The question as to the nature and the reality of the resurrection lies 
outside the sphere of historical inquiry." Church History, 1:42. 



account for the disappearance of the body;2 but their 
attempts are so futile that Prof. Huxley repudiates 
them, and goes back to the old abandoned theory of 
a natural resuscitation. This he does in his recent 
controversy with Dr. Wace. The fact that nothing 
better than those vain and contradictory attempts 
have been devised by infidels, a succession of whom 
for fourteen hundred years has been tugging at this 
problem, is conclusive proof, almost equal to the di
rect testimony itself, that the only way to account for 
the disappearance of the body is to admit that it was 
miraculously restored to life. 

All parties, even those who deny the actual death 
of Jesus, admit that his disciples became convinced 
of his resurrection, and believed that they saw him 
alive repeatedly after his crucifixion. Various at
tempts have been made to account for this belief on 
the supposition that it was a delusion; but they are 
all so shallow and so false to the facts in the case that 
any tyro in discussion can answer them at sight- so 
shallow and unsatisfying that Christian Baur, after 
considering them all, and doubtless desiring, if he 
could, to accept some one of them, declares that no 
psychological analysis can account for this belief. 3 

We may say, then, that it is impossible for an infidel 
to account for either the belief of the first Christians, 
or the disappearance of the dead body of Jesus; and 
as it is impossible to have stronger proof than we 
have in the way of direct testimony, the resurrection 
of Jesus shall forever stand as one of the fixed events 
in human history, to be believed more and more till 
the end of time. This fact being established, the dis-

2 New Life ofjesus. 1:431, 432; Apostles, 78-80. 
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cussion about miracles, either those said to have 
been wrought by Jesus, or those wrought by his 
Apostles, is closed; and with this question is settled 
the question, whether the New Testament is a part of 
the word of God, and its teachings a divine rule of 
faith; for if these men wrought miracles in attesta
tion of the truth of their utterances, the truth of 
these utterances is stamped with the seal of God. 

The credibility of the Old Testament narratives, 
like the genuineness of the Old Testament books, is a 
more difficult question, because of the greater diffi
culty in applying to these documents the tests of his
torical criticism. We know less about the authors of 
the books; far less about the tests of honesty and 
competency to which they were subjected; and the 
contemporary documents which remain to us are 
few and fragmentary. Still, we have sufficient 
ground, apart from the inspiration of the writers, for 
believing that in these books we have a record of 
facts. 

The serious and religious character of the books 
indicates that the authors were aiming to tell the 
truth; and there are other internal evidences of hon
esty of purpose. So far as their statements can be 
tested by contemporaneous documents, such as 
Egyptian and Assyrian inscriptions, their accuracy is 
confirmed. When the same transactions are men
tioned in different books, some discrepancies are 
found in figures and names; but these are accounted 
for by the known liability of transcribers to make 
more frequent mistakes in such matters than in oth
ers. On the other hand, a careful examination of par
allel passages in the different books reveals a large 
number of minute and undesigned coincidences 
which are accounted for only by extreme accuracy of 
statement. The geographical and political allusions, 
too, in which the books abound, are all so exact as to 
prove not only accuracy of statement, but fullness of 
knowledge. 

But above all, the credibility of the Old Testa
ment narrations is proved by the testimony of Jesus 
Christ and the Apostles. They cite as real many of the 
very facts in the Old Testament record, which are 
pronounced by unbelievers the most incredible. We 
may enumerate among these, the creation of the first 
human pair, and the account of the origin of woman; 
the temptation and the fall of this pair; the destruc-

1''The question as to the nature and the reality of the resurrection lies 
outside the sphere of historical inquiry." Church History, 1:42. 
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ti on o f human and animal li fe by the fl ood; th e 
miraculo us d estructi o n of Sodom, together with th e 
rescue of Lo t and the fate o f hi s wife ; the call o f 
Abraham, the pro mises made to him, and his rrial b y 
th e call to sacrifi ce his son; th e affli ctions and th e 
restoratio n of Jo b; the miracles in Egy pt, at the Red 
Sea and in th e wil d erness; the fall of Jeri cho ; th e mi 
raculo us preservatio n o f Jo nah in the bowels of th e 
fish; t he three years' dro ught in the days o f Elijah , 
begun and terminated in answer to prayer; the heal
ing o f Naaman b y Elisha, and o thers. Now th e accep
tan ce o f th ese even ts as r ea l by J esus and the 
Apostl es, is sufficient g ro und fo r their acceptance by 
all who beli eve in .J esus. But th e evidence reaches far
ther than these parti cular even ts; fo r unl ess there 
were reasons for accepting these which did no t apply 
to other O ld Testament events, we must conclude 
that th e latter we re accepted a lso, and that Jesus and 
the Apostles held all th e O ld Testament history to be 
authe nti c. No such reaso ns have been alleged ; and 
certainl y such a dis tin cti o n ca nn o t be based o n the 
greater inherent credibili ty of the events quoted and 
endo rsed ; fo r with the single exceptio n o f the 
miracl e o f causing the sun to stand sti ll in its course, 
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no thing so wo nderful as some o f these is o n record. 
Mor eover, the manne r in which th e O ld Testament 
was constantl y cited b y these autho riti es p recludes 
the suppositio n that they had in mind any such dis
tin ct io n. It fo ll o ws that .J esus and the Apostles en
dorse the O ld Testament as rea l histo ry. More solid 
gro und than th is for beli eving we canno t have, and 
we do not desire . 

If th e contents 9 f th e Bible con sisted o nly in facts 
which passed und er the personal o bservati o n of the 
wri ters, evidence additi o nal to that already adduced 
would scarcely be ca lled for. But much o f th e record 
has respect to past events, which could not have been 
witnessed by th e writers; much to matters in th e 
spiritual world which men in th e flesh co uld not 
know by the ir unaided po wers; much to th e will and 
the tho ug hts o f God, alike inscrutable ; and much to 
th e distant future w hi ch no mortal visio n can pen
etrate . In o rder that the statements o f the writers on 
such subjects may be taken into our creed, we must 
have satis facto ry evidence th at th ey enjoyed super
natural means o f o btaining and .imparting knowl
edge. If th ey did, this no t only gives good gro und for 
be lieving them o n th ese to pics, but it also imparts a 
new element of certainty to their statements o n mat
te rs of o rdinary history. Thus we reach th e questio n 
of th e inspiratio n of the Bible writers, and we see the 
necessity for settling thi s question befo re o ur surv ey 
o f th e gro unds of faith will be complete. 
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Body, Soul, and Spirit 
By Richard Leeper 

M an's body is made from the dust of the 
earth. God turned that body into a living 
soul. Soul is that vitality of life received 

from God that opens man to a fuller potential than 
he had without life (Gen. 2: 7). 

At some point in the creation process God added 
to man a spirit. There is no adequate way to fully un
derstand spirit except through what the spirit does 
within man. The first thing to understand is that the 
spirit is in man as a part of his individuality and com
prehends or understands thoughts (1 Cor. 2: 11). 

We learn that if the life or soul of man is lost to 
the body, the body will return to dust and the spirit 
will return to God who gave it (Eccl. 12:7). 

Soul is a life force that allows the use of logic, rea
son, and free will. Without free will we would be con
fined to the ways of the natural man, and would not be 
open to influence from the spirit. As the Holy Spirit 
declares, we would be by nature children of wrath 
(Eph. 2:30). 

Because our soul carries with it free will, we can 
choose which spirit we wi11 allow to influence the 
maturing of our personal spirit. We are bombarded 
with sights and sounds and all of the other stimulants 
to our senses, to which we apply our will. Our wil1 is 
used to decide how to respond to these stimulants. 

Our mind evaluates the desires of the flesh, exist
ing belief, and the reasonableness of new informa
tion. This use of free will can change or reform our 
nature. A reformed nature becomes the reformed 
spirit. Our spirit may be reformed, but unless it is re
born into a new life, it will never embrace the com
pleteness of God and become fit for everlasting life. 

The soul is the life force God placed in the natural 
man, that breath of life from God that sets humans 
apart from the non-human of his creation. It is that 
comprehensive vitality of breath and will, which God 
can stop whenever he chooses. If man is without 
breath for a sufficient length of time the body will die 
(Gen. 25:7-8). 

When the human body loses its vitality of life, it 
becomes an unfit housing for the spirit. jesus tells us 
that God is God of the living not the dead (Luke 
20:38). 

Wicked men can damage the body of a person to 
the extent that it will not support the breath of life 
(soul); but that is death of the body. 

We cannot destroy the life force, only God can 
do that (Matt. 1 0:28). God can bring the life force 
back and put it back into the body, if that is his will. 
That is the power of the creator God (Ezek. 3 7:7-
14). 

It may be that the life force is not separated into 
individual proportions permanently assigned to a 
specific individual, but it may be that all humans are 
given a share of it for our sojourn on earth. 

This breath of human life will be superseded by 
the personalized spiritual life God placed into each 
human. The spirit must be formed into the image of 
Christ while we are living in the flesh. That is within 
his power and is in accord with the revelation of ev
erlasting life. 

The spirit has the ability to respond to the mind 
with faith. Faith cannot be separated from feeling, 
therefore, it is easy to understand that we believe in 
the heart (Rom. 10:9-10; 1 Pet. 1:8). 

The heart is the spirit's center of feeling. Faith is 
the spirit's capacity for connecting with God. Faith 
becomes more than an intellectual acceptance of in
formation when it is released from the spirit with 
feeling. That feeling is called heart and can be read 
by God (Rev. 2:23 ). 

The spirit also contains the mechanism of con
science. 

Conscience is the awareness of faith. 
God is honored when his word produces faith 

and that faith produces feeling and feeling influences 
the mind. 

As the deliberation continues in the mind, subse
quent action depends upon the strength of the influ
ence of physical passion and spiritual feeling. The 
contest is between the passions of the flesh and the 
influence of what the spirit has to offer. 

It is up to us to learn and understand and believe 
that a spirit without God is a lost spirit. The work of 
God for the past two thousand years has been to cre
ate faith that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God 
(John 6:29). 
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It was Christ that bro ught life and immortali ty to 
light. When we walk in th e light as he is in the light, 
the inf luence of o ur spirit becomes the infl uence of 
hi s spiri t. As we observe him we are being changed 
into his image a little at a time (2 Cor. 3 :18). 

Spiri t begets sp irit. So, if this change comes from 
the spirit o f God, the change in us will be to our 
spiri t. When thi s occurs, a ll of the mechanisms of 
our spirit exert a purer in fluence upon the mind be-

cause we are wa lk ing in newness of life . T he heart 
rejoices in the righ t instead of the wro ng. We believe 
a ll things revealed by God. The physical man is now 
eq uipped with the armor of God and can defeat the 
wiles of the devil with cer tainty. The soul of man can 
now become a living sacrifice to God and the breath 
of life will not be wasted in a bod y responding to the 
will of Satan . 5679 Wi11dsong Dr. 
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The 400 Richest People in America 
· By E. Claude Gardner 

Wth this title in th e 25th anniversary issue of 
Forbes magazine, it gives the top m ag
nates. Most of them ar e repeats from th e 

previo us year and a few are new entrants. 
Although I have read of a small number, I am not 

acquainted but with one person, John W. Brown, of 
Kalamazoo, Mi . He led the company, Stryker, to be
come o ne o f the elite in the industry. H e is now 
Chairman of the Board, but previo usly he was Presi
dent and CEO. H e managed and he gave vigorous 
leadership to Strykers, as well as to other na tional 
companies he served prior to his tenure there. 

T he beautiful sto ry about John W. Brown being 
listed for the second year in this halJ of fa me is that 
he is an activ e C hristian in the Kal amazoo church. 
He is known to be a generous and selfless Christian 
fo r the Lord's w ork. An example of his generosity is 
a majo r gift to build the modern an d spacious Busi
ness Ceoter at Freed-H ardeman University. T he 
beautiful facility is named the Brown- Kopel Business 
Center. H is wife, Rosemary, is always included in his 
commitments of do ing good for the Lord's work. 

John and Rosemary are my illustri ous former 
students of Freed-H ardeman. T hey have been dear 
to me fo r over fifty years. M any years ago, I 
preached in a meeting in West Virginia and they in
vited me for dinner, even though they lived a consid
erable distance away. At tha t time they gave me a 
pretty bow-ti e and1 to my chagrin , I never learn ed 
how to ti e it. I love them fo r their work's sake. 

As soon as I received my copy of Forbes, I has
tened to find John's name. When I found it, I learned 
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he had increased his holdings a few million since last 
yea r. The entry by his name reflects his humility and 
appreciation o f his backgro und. I wo uld add to th e 
quotation that he graduat ed in pre-engineering from 
Freed-H ard eman before he enrolled in Auburn. The 
magazine briefly recounted his past as follows: 

Tennessee farm boy spent childhood grow
ing corn, raising pigs and dairy cows. Left 
to study chemical engineering at Auburn U. 
Worked as processing engineer at aluminum 
company. Took job at Bristol-Myers Squibb, 
spent time in product management, person
nel; ran manufacturing section and surgical 
instruments division. Took over Stryker 
Corp. after Lee Stryker died in a plane 
crash 1976. Turned small medical-instru
ments company known for selli ng hospital 
beds and cast cutters into dominant manu
facturer o f art ificial hi ps, knees. H obbies: 
reading newspapers, donating to edu ca
tional causes (Forbes, 8 Oct. 2007, p. 198). 

Forbes reports that since last year, seven people 
died and 50 "couldn' t keep up ." O n e of these had 
been li sted in the To p 400 since 1982. T hi s year, 
th ere were 45 new members. The editor w rote, "One 
billio n do llars is no lo nger eno ugh, the price of ad
mission to thi s, the 25th anniversa ry edition of The 
Forbes 400, is $1.3 billion, up $3 00 millio n from last 
year T he co llective net worth o f the natio n 's mighti
est plutocrats r ose $290 billion to $1.54 trillio n." 
Bill Gates remains as one of th e to p tycoons. 

T he report states, "weal th is o ften fl eeting. M ore 
than 1,300 people have graced th e Forbes 400 since 



1982. Thirty-two members have had the stamina to 
be listed every single year." 

Marriages Gone Bad 
A survey of the 400 listed 100 (25 percent) who are 
divorced. Some have been divorced two or three 
times. One raises the question of their inordinate 
seeking for riches, if it caused them to neglect their 
family which led to the breakup of the home. This 
high percentage may not be higher in divorces than 
the average in America. 

How Did They Get Rich? 
Some may have become wealthy by cheating, dishon
esty, and corrupt deals. But, to be charitable, they 
hopefully used honorable means. Here are traits that 
could have been a part of their financial success. 

1. Hard work and being "diligent in business." 
"He who has a slack hand becomes poor, But the 
hand of the diligent makes rich" (Prov. 10:4 ). He will 
stand out over average people. "Do you see a man 
who excels in his work? He will stand before kings; 
He will not stand before unknown men" (Prov. 
22:29). 

2. Vision. What goals are to be accomplished 
with passion? 

3. Independent planning and thinking without 
wholly depending on an oligarchy of a few rulers. 

4. Select competent helpers and advisors. 
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5. Bring the whole organization along and do 
not move too far ahead of the group. 

6. Take risks but without being reckless. 
7. Develop financial acumen and learn to see 

further in the future than others. 
8.· Leadership is a key. Lead and manage produc

tively. 
9. Be thrifty without becoming miserly. 

10. They must be selfless. "Freely receive, freely 
. " gtve. 

The renowned A.M. Burton, a multimiQ._ionaire, 
wrote: 

Early in life, I resolved to live in such a way 
that I might be a blessing to the church, the 
poor and needy, and to mankind in general, 
trusting the Lord who "is not slack con
cerning His promises." ... My years have 
been long and rich and full, and He has sup
plied me with every good work that has 
come to my attention. 

These ten traits characterized many financial 
wizards. They are also important to those who are 
millionaires, as well as "thousand-aires." 

Who Is Really Rich? 

Billionaires may or may not revel in their riches, but 
it is possible for any Christian to be very rich. One is 
marvelously rich by becoming a Christian and living 
a faithful life in the church. One is rich to be able to 
read, understand, and teach the Bible to mankind. If 
a person has a family made up of a spouse, children, 
and grandchildren, then one is supremely rich. A 
person is rich if he or she has health, friends, loving 
brethren, and some prosperity. The riches of heaven 
will be the Christian's ultimate goal. "Set your mind 
on things above, not on things on the earth" (Col. 
3:2). 372 E. Mill Rd. 
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Judge Says Creationism for the Birds 
By Roddy Bullock 

Federal Judge John E. Jones III casts but a dim 
glow compared to the candescent brilliance 
of James Madison, yet just more than two 

years ago he found the Klieg lights of media-driven 
stardom sufficient to subvert the Bill of Rights into a 
Bull of Wrongs. Wielding Madison's magnificent 
contribution to freedom and the American way as a 
club, Jones dispensed with subtlety or nuance as he 
flogged a local Pennsylvania school board for estab
lishing a religion in violation of the First Amendment 
of the United States Constitution. Overreacting to 
teachers informing students of a library book on in
telligent design, Jones not only found an egregious 
establishment of religion, he indignantly made it a 
violation of the Constitution to require so much as 
critical analysis of evolution in the science class
room. Let freedom ring. 

Yes, what you thought was science is now consti
tutionally protected dogma in William Penn's back 
woods, federally sheltered as untouchable and im
mune from criticism. In delivering his opinion in 
Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School District, Jones be
came a hero to beleaguered Darwinists who, unable 
to hold off scientific criticism much longer, gladly 
traded freedom's ring for a protective ring of federal 
marshals. Turning the bench into a pulpit and the 
Constitution into a papal decree, Jones preached: 

To preserve the separation of church and 
state mandated by the Establishment Clause 
of the First Amendment ... we will enter an 
order permanently enjoining [the school 
board] from ... requiring teachers to deni
grate or disparage the scientific theory of 
evolution .... 

Denigrate? Disparage? Compare Jones' words 
with the First Vatican Counsel's, and decide for 
yourself who established a religion: 

But since in this very age when the salutary effec
tiveness of the apostolic office is most especially 
needed, not a few are to be found who disparage its 
authority, we judge it absolutely necessary to affirm 
solemnly the prerogative ... to teach and define as a 
divinely revealed dogma .. . 

20 

Jones' salutary effectiveness, technically binding 
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only in his little Vatican, chilled freedom nationwide. 
Now any talk of "critical analysis of evolution" is 
heard as "disparaging revealed dogma," with theo
phobic evolutionists alleging religious motives behind 
every attempt to educate rather than indoctrinate. 
Threatening more million-dollar lawsuits to "keep 
religion out of the classroom," Darwinists derail every 
effort to show the growing scientific evidence against 
Darwinism. Cash-strapped school boards, unable to 
challenge the supreme apostolic authority Galileo
style, have no option but to succumb. 

But, thankfully, there is a Galileo in the house. 
Louisiana's Gov. Bobby Jindal ignored the pleas of 
would-be inquisitors and recently signed into law 
h~gislation allowing teachers to freely teach scientific 
criticisms of evolution, as well as global warming and 
other controversial topics. Described by the Washing
ton Times as a "battle over science education that 
could soon spill over into the courts," Louisiana's act 
is merely an attempt to permit teachers to teach sci
ence objectively. Should we expect anything less? 

Apparently, yes. Louisiana's decision to no 
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longer keep up with the religion-baiting J oneses 
drew out the usual suspects of professional anti-anti
evolutionists who live to ensure Darwinism remains 
free of all denigration and disparagement. Such per
petual antagonism to any opposition to evolution has 
created a lucrative cottage industry of atheists, Dar
winists and even a few "religious folk," each ready to 
mobilize loudly with truth-suppressing religious fer
vor against any expose of their naked emperor. 

This time the Darwin-only lobby failed. Profes
sor Barbara Forrest, an unflagging mouthpiece for 
Darwinian hegemony, tried to mobilize a "huge net
work of e-mails" to Gov. Jindal's office to stop the 
act's supporters from "boldly introducing religion 
into public education." Alan Leshner of the Ameri
can Association for the Advancement of Science, or 
AAAS, proclaimed the act "would unleash an assault 
against scientific integrity." And, of course, the sky 
would fall. 

The most intriguing comment came from 
Eugenie Scott of the National Center for Science 
Education, or NCSE, an organization whose sole 
purpose is to "defend the teaching of evolution in 
the public schools." According to the Washington 
Spectator, Scott fears that legislation like Louisiana's 
might result in science standards that require stu
dents to- brace yourself- "explain why the Cam
brian explosion is a serious problem for evolution." 
Refe~ring to the well-documented "explosion" of life 
forms having no Darwinian lineage found in the 
Cambrian fossil record, Scott's statement makes the 
case for critical analysis in science education. As she 
knows, there is no evolutionary explanation for the 
Cambrian explosion, described by educator and au
thor David Berlinski as "signaled by what I imagine a 
spectral puff of smoke and a deafening ta-da!, an as
tonishing number of novel biological structures 
come into creation, and they come into creation at 
once." Even Darwin admitted that the Cambrian ex
plosion presented a severe "difficulty" to his theory. 

Darwin is not the problem; Darwinists are. Dar
winists' tactics stem from a visceral fear of what 
might happen if today's students are asked to do 
what today's Darwinists have never done: critically 
analyze evidence challenging Darwinism. Zealots 
know that if students critically consider Darwin's 
19th-century theory in light of 21 st_century evidence 
the "difficulties" would start, but not end, with the 
Cambrian explosion. This is not the kind of teaching 
Scott or any of her cohorts is equipped to do, so 
"teaching the controversy" must be avoided by pre-

tending there is no controversy. 
But there is another option, a brilliant solution if 

evolution's defenders have any integrity. Put forth by 
author William Dembski, "Teaching the Non-Con
troversy - An Immodest Proposal" sets out an 
ACLU-proof way to teach evolution honestly. Be
cause the AAAS, the NCSE and other champions of 
Darwin-only education claim there is no scientific 
controversy (evolution, they claim, is as well estab
lished as gravity!), why not let students simply ex
plain why evolutionary theory is one of the few areas 
in science where no controversy exists? To further 
help students gain total understanding of the non
controversy, Dembski recommends further science 
standards like the following: 

• Explain in detail how evolutionary theory ex
plains the Cambrian Explosion. 

• Describe in detail how evolution made com
plex biological structures such as the human eye. 

• Explain how evolutionary theory solves the 
problem that DNA cannot exist without protein and 
protein cannot exist without DNA. 

Such science standards would meet everyone's 
needs. Dogmatists would have students engaged in 
the study of how and why evolution is a proven fact, 
explaining every important question in biology. And 
those who desire critical analysis of evolution would 
get it by default, because the standards above cannot 
be achieved otherwise. Moreover, successfully satis
fying Dembski's suggested standards should be easy 
if Forrest, Leshner and Scott are to be believed.· But 
don't expect these standards to be adopted, because 
in attempting to meet them students would find, as 
Dembski says, "that evolutionary theory is bankrupt 
and intelligent design is a live scientific option." 

Louisiana may see the next court battle over the 
teaching of evolution. But making white lab coats 
subservient to black law robes is the business of scien
tific cowards- mainstream science has become sadly 
dependent upon federally protected and subsidized 
truth. But history shows that science-by-robed-de
cree, whether by Papal Bull or judicial bunk, is rarely 
sustainable against contrary evidence. The fine citi
zens of Louisiana sense this, and simply wish for their 
children to have science taught fully and honestly in 
an environment of academic freedom. 

Why, of all areas of life, should it be such a 
struggle to put academic adjacent freedom in the 
same sentence, much less in practice? (World Net 
Daily News, july 8, 2008). 
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Imitation of Christ 
By Frazier Conley 

M st people, at one time or another, have 
known a person that they truly admired. 
Perhaps it was a parent. Maybe it was a 

friend, an older brother or sister, an acquaintance of 
the family, a teacher, a professor in college who was 
admired and esteemed greatly. Many have had feel
ings of hero worship in regard to someone they 
"idolized." 

Natural Response 

The natural next step of idolization is imitation. It is 
entirely natural to say, "If only I could become like 
that person. If only I could have their qualities, their 
abilities." It is manifestly true that many people have 
been shaped and molded by the images of those they 
admired. That process is not over for souls who want 
to be Christians. Christians still have one ideal that 
they will never outgrow. That ideal image is the man 
of all men, the unique person and personality of 
Christ Jesus. When one's love and admiration for the 
Lord is intense enough and sound enough it will is
sue in imitation. Christians who lift up Christ as 
their perfect model will intuitively seek to reproduce 
his likeness in themselves. Christians are being cre
ated anew in his image. "And we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to 
another; for this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit" (2 Cor. 3:18). Admiration and adoration of 
Christ calls forth this response in his followers - the 
desire to imitate him. 

Obligation 

The imitation of Christ is more thaii natural - it is 
also an obligation for the Christian. To Matthew 
Jesus said, "Follow me." Again to the rich young 
ruler he said, "Follow me." To the people at the feast 
of tabernacles Jesus said, "Follow me, and you will 
not walk in darkness." To every human being he 
gives this invitation, "If any man would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me" (Matt. 16:24). This means imitation. If 
one is to "come after" Christ, one must become like 
him. A disciple is one who so studies and learns from 
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his master as to become like him. Jesus said, "A dis
ciple is not above his teacher, but every one when he 
is fully taught will be like his teacher" (Luke 6:40). 
So Jesus himself gives the command saying, "follow 
me." 

The Lord's apostles call on their listeners to fol
low Christ. The apostle Paul said "Be imitators of 
me, as I am of Christ" (1 Cor. 11: 1). Paul consciously 
sought to mold himself in the image of Christ. And 
he wanted other Christians to do the same. Peter 
said, "Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an ex
ample that you should follow in his steps" (1 Pet. 
2:21). John gave this admonition, "he who says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way in 
which he walked" (1 John 2:6). 

As members of the body of Christ, how can 
Christians do anything other than imitate him who is 
the head of the body? A Christian is one who is of 
Christ, who belongs to Christ. Galatians 5:24 says, 
''And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires." Belonging to 
Christ, being "of" Christ means to duplicate, repli
cate, reproduce his life. This is no small endeavor. 
Christians are to be continually changing their char
acter, remolding themselves from the inside out. As a 
disciple, one is to engage in a radical reshaping of 
one's inner person and outer behavior so that one 
might be as Christ Jesus. 

Often the inspired authors of the New Testament 
describe Christians as being, "in Christ." In the origi
nallanguage "in" is the preposition most prolific in 
meaning. "In Christ" may very well denote or con
note, "with Christ, to Christ, for Christ, at Christ, 
and by Christ." And whatever else may be included 
in the phrase it certainly contains the idea of the 
emulation of Christ. It is said that early Christian 
writers outside of the New Testament did not hesi
tate to call other Christians, "little Christs." 

Therefore the Christian must study and learn 
and meditate and reflect on Christ Jesus. He is the 
great subject-study for every disciple because every 
disciple is caught up in the daunting endeavor of be
coming like him. (It is entirely possible to study and 
become like Christ since the gospel accounts of him 



are true and trustworthy. If the Holy Scriptures have 
no integrity, as many assert, the endeavor would be 
futile.) 

Specific PaHerns 
In what specific ways should Christians be imitating 
their Lord Christ? Of course in every way. But a few 
examples may help illustrate. First, Christ is to be the 
model for Christians in not seeking their own advan
tage but always the advantage of others, to save 
them. Paul says: 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no 
offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the 
church of God, just as I try to please all men 
in everything I do, not seeking my own ad
vantage, but that of many, that they ,may be 
saved. Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ 
(1 Cor. 10:31-11:1). 

Paul is saying that he is not seeking his own ad
vantage, and that others should imitate him in that, 
as he imitates Christ in the same manner. Christ 
never sought his own advantage. He was always do
ing for others. He gave up everything for others. It 
was to Christ's awful disadvantage to come to this 
earth to save humanity. It cost him comforts, conve
niences, privileges, and finally his life. Paul was fol
lowing right behind him. It was to Paul's disadvan
tage to travel around the Mediterranean world try
ing to spread the gospel. He faced shipwrecks, perse
cutions, imprisonments, beatings, and finally the loss 
of his life. But he did not stop. The behavior the 
Christian follows in seeking to save others is not al
ways to his advantage, sometimes it is to his disad
vantage. Sometimes it cuts into his schedule. Some
times it puts him in danger of having ego deflated. 
Sometimes it puts him in actual danger. Sometimes it 
causes him to feel as if he is a failure. But the disciple 
must imitate his Lord in seeking to save others, 
whether to his advantage or not. 

Second, Christ Jesus is to be the disciple's model 
in willingness to cut earthly ties and bear abuse from 
the world. "So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 
order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 
Therefore let us go forth to him outside the camp 
and bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no 
lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come" 
(Heb. 13:12-14). Christ was cast out by his own·: 
people. He was killed outside the city of Jerusalem. 
He found no home here. He came to his own and his 
own received him not (John 1:11). He found only 

abuse. And he is the Christian's hero. This world is 
not the disciple's home. He should not cling to it at 
all costs. Christ was willing to pay that price. The 
suffering and abuse that the Christian endures for 
distancing himself spiritually from worldliness is 
something he does willingly in imitation of his mas
ter, Jesus Christ. 

Third, Jesus is the Christian's pattern in willing
ness to accept for himself injustice and unfairness be
cause of service to God. As Peter says: 

For one is approved if, mindful of God, he 
endures pain while suffering unjustly. For 
what credit is it, if when you do wrong and 
are beaten for it you take it patiently? But if 
when you do right and suffer for it you take 
it patiently, you have God's approval. For 
to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an ex
ample, that you should follow in his steps. 
He committed no sin; no guile was found 
on his lips. When he was reviled, he did not 
revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten; but he trusted to him who 
judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed. For you were stray
ing like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls (1 
Pet. 2: 19-25). 

Has the Christian, in service to God, been un
fairly treated? Has he been ill-spoken of for doing 
right? If so, how is he to respond to that? He has a 
pattern to follow. Christ was reviled, but he reviled 
not again. Christ was abused, but he did not 
threaten. Christ saved the world through his loving 
patience and self sacrifice. Christians can do much 
for the salvation of others through their example. 
Are Christians harsh, vindictive, vengeful and spite
ful? That will save no one. Christ is their image. 
Jesus' enemies put him on a cross and he said noth
ing to revile his crucifiers. Rather, he said "Father, 
forgive them for they know not what they do" -
and multitudes of the righteous from all ages fall at 
his feet and worship him. His example is to become 
the Christian's nature. 

Fourth, Christ is to be the disciple's pattern and 
model in affection for other Christians. Philippians 
1:8 says, "For God is my witness, how I yearn for 
you all with the affection of Christ Jesus." Paul 
longed to be with the Philippians. His affection for 
them was the affection of Christ himself. Christians 
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also yearn to be with each other with the affectio n of 
their Lord. T hey do no t crave to get away from each 
other as soon as the last am en is said. Christ left th e 
glo ries of heaven and suffered the cross to be with 
his people an d to have the p rospect of an eternity 
with hi s people. C hristians need to love each other 
and yearn fo r one· an o th er with th e affectio n of 
C hrist Jesus. 

Fifth , Chri st is the model for pleasing others 
rather than self. Romans 15:1-3 says, "We who a rc 
strong o ught to bea r with the fa ilings of the weak, 
and not to please o urselves; let each o f us please his 
neighbo r for his good, to edify him. For Christ did 
not please himself." C hrist did not direct his life just 
to please himself. N either sho uld th e Christian . The 
temptation is to want a time and o rde r of th e wor
ship service that pleases self; to want the color of car
pet that pleases self; to want a plan of salvatio n that 
p leases self, rathe r than that which p leases God; to 
want all things arranged according to the preferences 
and pleasures of self. But th is is no t the approach of 
th e Lo rd , w ho is to be loved and wo rshipped and 
imitated. H e p leased himself not at a ll. He said, " I 
a lways do what is p leasing to my father. " H e took 
the guilt of others into his body on the tree. H e bore 
their wo unds. f-Ie died their death . H e did not please 
himself. T he disciple worsh ips and idoli zes him. And 
it is the Christian's place to save and serv e by pleas
ing no t self but o thers. 

Sixth, C hris t is to be on e's model in manner. 2 
Corinthians 10:1 says, "I, Paul, myself entreat yo u, 
by th e meekn ess and gentleness of C hrist - I who 
am humble when fa ce to face with you." Paul took 
for hi s model o f exhortation and influence, the ex
ample o f Christ - the meekn ess and the gentleness 
of Chri st. All of one's exhortati ons, a ll communica
t io ns, must be patterned after the self-con tro l and 
lo ng-tempered ness of o ur Lord . May it never be that 
the Christian is too harsh, too severe, too angry, too 
impatient, too critical, too bitter, or too hard. T hat is 
not to be the di sciple's way because his way is the 
meekness and gentl eness of C hri st's way. Paul said, "I. 
entreat you by the meekness and gentl eness o f 
C hrist" The C hristi an is to fo llow in Chri st's fo ot
steps and be in his li ken ess. 

T hen fina lly, C hri st is th e disciple' s pattern 111 

perseverance. 

24 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which cl ings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the 
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race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 
the pioneer and perfecter of o ur faith, who 
fo r the joy that was set before him endu red 
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 
at the right hand of the thro ne of God 
(Heb. 12:1-2). 

Jesus faced every indignity, every discouragement, 
every kind o f opposition, every form of hatred, and 
fina ll y the b loody death of th e cross. But h e never 
threw in the towel, h e never quit, he never surren
dered, he never yielded - until hi s last breath was 
drawn. Th e C hristian walks in Jesus' steps. H e must 
never consider doing anything except serving him 
faithfu ll y until death itself removes him from thi s 
earth ly dimension . Yes, the C hrist ian must persevere 
as he did. 

If discipl es have fo llowed C hrist, imitated him 
here, there can be o nl y one fate in sto re fo r them. 

We know that in everything God works for 
good with those who love him, who are 
called accordi ng to hi s purpose. For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestin ed to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the first-born among 
many brethren. And those whom he predes
tin ed he also call ed; and those wh om he 
call ed he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glori fied (Rom. 8 :28-30). 

(conley 1 @gmail. com 
606 W Grand Sf . 

Whitewright, TX 7 5491 
FF 

Seeking Spil·itual Sh·ength 
by D1-. jolm Dobbs 
Designed to strengthen one's faith and spiritua l life. Strong 
emphasis on Scripture throughout this book; the author be
lieves that the Bible is the final authority on all religious 
matters. Many illustrations and poems; thoughUdiscussion 
questions at the end of each of the 13 chapters. Ideal for 
class or private study. BKYY03 pb ............. ................ $9.95 

The Compelling Powet· of the Ct·oss 
A deeper look into the meaning of Christ"s death 

by o.-. John Dobbs 
Written after many years of study and preparation, this book 
promotes greater understanding and appreciation for what 
Christ did for us by his death on the cross . His sacrifice 
should compel Christians to live their lives according to the 
wil l of God. Thought/discussion quest ions at the end of 
each of the 14 chapters make this book ideal for class or 
private study. BKYY02 pb ........................................... $7.95 

$3.50 s&h for one book • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1·888-367-6216 



Abortionist 

A abortionist who claims to have destroyed 
more than 20,000 unborn children says he is 

. doing "God's work" when he terminates a 
pregnancy. 

"Embryos and fetuses spontaneously aborted -
most, but not all of those 'canceled' by 'God'- are 
... luckless human souls," wrote William Harrison, 
referring to an ancient poem describing the plight of 
mankind. "But a few spontaneous abortions occur in 
desired pregnancies with no discernable abnormali
ties. For those girls and women and their families 
whose circumstances would make their babies 'luck
less human souls,' I 'cancel' them before they be
come babies." 

Harrison's comments came in an e-mail to War
ren Throckmorton, whose work has been published 
by journals of the American Psychological Associa
tion, the American Mental Health Counseling Asso
ciation and the Christian Association for Psychologi
cal Studies. He documented his exchange with 
Harrison on his blog. 

"In this e-mail exchange, Hillary Clinton's former 
OB-GYN and abortionist William Harrison admits 
that abortion kills a human soul. He euphemizes the 
language a bit but the effect is chilling by saying he is 
doing 'God's work,"' Throckmorton told WND. "I 
was surprised he would admit this in the context of 
the new South Dakota law but here he is acknowledg
ing that abortionists cancel innocent human life." 

The exchange arose recently after the 8th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled a South Dakota law 
that requires doctors to tell women seeking an abor
tion the procedure "will terminate the life of a 
whole, separate, unique, living human being" can be 
enforced. 

"The bottom line is if the state Legislature orders 
a professional to tell the truth, that's not a violation 
of the First Amendment," Throckmorton quoted 
South Dakota Attorney General Larry Long as say
ing. Long is defending the law in court. 

On the other side, Sarah Stoesz, president of 
Planned Parenthood for Minnesota and the Dakotas, 
said the law is about "imposing compelled speech" 
on doctors. 

"It is about intruding in the doctor-patient rela
tionship," she said. 

Throckmorton said there were two issues, pre
scribing professional speech and the accuracy of that 
speech. Prescribing speech is relatively common, he 
noted, with many states requiring some types of doc
tors "to provide a disclosure statement ... regarding 
services and means of handling complaints." 

The second issue, however, he wondered about . 
"The South Dakota statement is very specific and 

no doubt is intended to discourage abortions," he 
said. "Pro-life advocates are united that abortion 
ends a life, hence their opposition to abortion. But 
what do pro-choice doctors believe? To get this per
spective, I consulted noted abortion doctor, Dr. Will
iam Harrison." 

"Bob Unrah e-mailed Dr. Harrison regarding the 
South Dakota law .... asking him if the South Dakota 
statement was accurate," Throckmorton wrote. 

Harrison's reply started: "Life is being termi
nated when a male wears a condom, or has a wet 
dream or 'spills his seed of life on the ground.' ... 

.. The sperm are alive until they die. And the egg is 
alive until it dies. Each is a unique human life, etc .... 
The only reason the S.Dakota legislator passed that 
law was to either make a girl or woman who was not 
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prepared to have a baby have that baby, or to make 
her suffer as much emotionally as they could." 

Harrison said the legislation is "designed solely 
to increase human suffering." 

Then Harrison forwarded to Throckmorton a 
letter he'd written to a newspaper editor on the is
sue. He specifically addressed the question of 
whether pro-abortion campaigners ever "lament ... 
the loss of the unborn." 

"Anyone who has delivered as many babies as I 
have, and has seen hundreds of living' and dead em
bryos and fetuses being spontaneously aborted as 
have I, knows exactly what we are doing when we 
provide an elective abortion for our patient. We ~re 
ending the life of an embryo or a fetus. Not the hfe 
of a person, but certainly a creature that might have 
become a person under other circumstances. When I 
am asked this question, I always go back to two of 
the most insightful and beautiful verses of the 
Rubaiyat of Omar Khyyam," Harrison wrote. 

He then quoted the ancient poem: 

Oh, if the world were but to recreate 
That we might catch ere closed the Book of Fate 
And make the Writer on a fairer leaf 
Inscribe our names, or quite obliterate. 
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Better, oh, better cancel from the Scroll 
Of universe one luckless Human Soul, 
Than drop by drop enlarge the Flood that roars 
Hoarser with Anguish as the ages roll. 

"When Omar wrote his beautiful and treasured 
poem over a thousand years ago, mankind had no 
way of safely canceling 'from the scroll of universe 
one luckless human soul' whose numbers make up 
that flood of howling anguish; at least, no way of 
canceling it without risking also the life of the 
woman carrying it. In this day of medical marvels 
and, hopefully, ever increasing social justice, we pos
sess such a way," Harrison boasted. 

He continued that those who do the "cancelling" 
actually "are doing God's work." 

Said Throckmorton, "I am still reflecting on his 
response but I think he and I have different ideas of 
what preventing a life/soul is. For him, it appears that 
prevention ranges from preventing conception to pre-

; • venting a birth, whereas, I see the fetus as a human 
soul luckless or not" (WorldNetDaily, July 7, 2008). 
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Potpourri ••• 

T his column contains blurbs about present day 
religious activities, discussions, foibles, and 
big-time blunders. It acts as an indicator of 

the world's moral climate. 
To know which way the currents run is to know 

what to do to correct the course, or accelerate the 
course, or stop the course. 

So, fasten your seat-belt ... 

Plague of Planned Parenthood 
+We all mourn the deaths in Iraq, now ap

proaching 4,000 Americans, in the five-year-old fight 
for freedom and justice in that nation. But sadly we 
seem oblivious to the fact that we lose approximately 
the same number of our fellow citizens everyday to 
abortion. 

The plague of abortion takes one American life 
about every 3 0 seconds. But here's a little good news 
on this Good Friday: Soon Congress will have the 
chance to limit severely the ability of this plague's 
principal purveyor, Planned Parenthood, to force 
you to pay for its deadly deeds. 

Planned Parenthood spends millions annually to 
maintain its reputation as the foremost champion of 
"responsible" sexuality and child-bearing, with, 
among other things, ads featuring hip, healthy-look
ing young people and cute, cuddly babies. 

But Planned Parenthood's record refutes its well
honed reputation. In recent years, its affiliates have 
ignored numerous cases of statutory rape and sexual 
abuse of minors. Last fall, Planned Parenthood of 
Kansas and Mid-Missouri was handed a 107-count 
grand jury indictment, with allegations ranging from 
illegal late-term abortions, "making false informa
tion" and "unlawful failure to maintain records," 
among other violations. In California, meanwhile, 
several Planned Parenthood affiliates are under in
vestigation for overcharging the state hundreds of 
millions (I repeat: hundreds of millions) of dollars on 
birth control. 

No No 
+Vatican City (AP) - The Vatican insisted Friday 

that it is properly following Christian tradition by 
excluding females from the priesthood as it issued a 
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new warning that women taking part in ordinations 
will be excommunicated. 

Studt on Stupid 
+If your kid comes home from college one day 

and tells you that your Christian faith is stupid, wel
come to the world in which I live. The college envi
ronment does that to our kids. It makes good Chris
tian students stupid. By that I mean it turns them 
into liberals, atheists, or both. Three out of four 
Christian kids (that's 75 percent for those of you 
who attend UNC-Wilmington) abandon the church 
when they go to college and only about a third of 
them return by age 30. In other words, most stay 
stuck on stupid. 

Christians and conservatives could simply whine 
about this, but then we would just sound like liber
als. Instead, we need to take action. Before I tell you 
what you can do to help fix this problem, let me 
clarify what we're facing. 

Two Jewish researchers went on campus (this is 
not a joke) last year to see just how anti-Semitic the 
faculty were. Their findings? In a survey of over 
6,600 college professors across the country, they 
found virtually no anti-Semitism. Instead, they found 
a distinct bias against evangelical students: More 
than half (53 percent) of college faculty view evan-
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gelical students unfavorably. Mormons are next at 33 
percent, followed by Muslims at 22 percent. 

The study also found that: Professors are five 
times more likely to be atheists than the general pub
lic (Mike S. Adams). 

Pregn11nt IJM11n" 

+A transgendered man who is six months preg
nant said in an interview that he always wanted to 
have a child and considers it a miracle. 

Thomas Beatie said. "I have a very stable male 
identity." 

Beatie, 34, who lives in Oregon, was born a 
woman but decided to become a man 10 years ago. 
She began taking testosterone treatments and had 
breast surgery to remove glands and flatten her chest. 

"I opted not to do anything with my reproduc
tive organs because I wanted to have a child one 
day," she said. 

Comment: Stupid is as stupid does. Beatie is not 
a man. She is a woman dressed like a man with a seri
ous mental disorder. 

Outrage Over Jesus 

+Pictures depicting Jesus being fondled and the 
Apostles groping each other have caused outrage af
ter they were displayed in a museum attached to 
Vienna's Roman Catholic Cathedral. 

Vienna's archbishop, Cardinal Christoph 
Schoenborn, has now ordered the "homosexual 
orgy" picture, entitled Leonardo's Last Supper, to be 
taken down. "This has nothing to do with censor
ship", said the Cardinal, adding that it was removed 
with "reverence for the sacred". 

But other pictures which have proved also con
troversial, including one showing Christ being 
fondled while on the cross, are still on display. 

Nun Ste11ls 

+OMAHA, Neb.- A Roman Catholic nun ac
cused of stealing from the Omaha Archdiocese and 
gambling much of the money away has pleaded 
guilty to theft. 

An attorney says Sister Barbara Markey pleaded 
Monday to theft of more than $1,500. Defense at
torney J. William Gallup says she also agreed to pay 
$125,000 in restitution. Markey faces up to 20 years 
in prison when she is sentenced in July. 

Markey is an internationally known speaker. She 
was fired in 2006 as director of the archdiocese's 
family life office after an audit found irregularities. 

The audit found that Markey spent $307,545 for 

her own use or without documentation. Prosecutors 
say Markey used the money to cover gambling for
ays, gifts and trips. 

(We are confident that the overwhelming major
ity of nuns are good, but uninformed, people.) 

G11y M11rri11ge 
+Why not legalize same-sex marriage? Who 

could it possibly hurt? Children and the rest of soci
ety. That's the conclusion of David Blankenhorn, 
who is anything but an anti-gay "bigot" He is a life
long, pro-gay, liberal democrat who disagrees with 
the Bible's prohibitions against homosexual behav
ior. Despite this, Blankenhorn makes a powerful case 
against Same-Sex marriage in his book, The Future of 
Marriage. 

He writes, "Across history and cultures ... 
marriage's single most fundamental idea is that every 
child needs a mother and a father. Changing mar
riage to accommodate same-sex couples would nul
lify this principle in culture and in law." 

The law is a great teacher, and same sex marriage 
will teach future generations that marriage is not 
about children but about coupling. When marriage 
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becomes nothing more than coupling, fewer people 
will get married to have children. 

People will still have children, of course, but 
many more of them out of wedlock. That's a disaster 
for everyone. Children will be hurt because illegiti
mate parents (there are no illegitimate children) of
ten never form a family, and those that "shack up" 
break up at a rate two to three times that of married 
parents. Society will be hurt because illegitimacy 
starts a chain of negative effects that fall like domi
noes - illegitimacy leads to poverty, crime, and 
higher welfare costs which lead to bigger govern
ment, higher taxes, and a slower economy. 

We can see the connection between same-sex 
marriage and illegitimacy in Scandinavian countries. 
Norway, for example, has had de-facto same-sex 
marriage since the early nineties. In Nordland, the 
most liberal county of Norway, where they fly "gay" 
rainbow flags over their churches, out-of-wedlock 
births have soared - more than 8 0 percent of 
women giving birth for the first time, and nearly 70 
percent of all children, are born out of wedlock! 
Across all of Norway, illegitimacy rose from 39 per
cent to 50 percent in the first decade of same-sex 
marriage (Townhall, May 26, 2008). 

little Girl 
+SANAA (Reuters) - A Yemeni court ordered the 

marriage of an eight-year-old girl terminated on 
Tuesday because she had not reached puberty. 

The court also ordered the child's family to pay 
about $250 in compensation to the 30-year-old ex
husband. 

The girl's lawyer and human rights activist 
Shatha Nasser said the minor had filed a suit in April 
asking for divorce and told the court that her hus
band had been physically abusing her and forcing her 
to have "sex with him after hitting her." 

Oprab 
+A theatrical production lauded by Oprah 

Winfrey and a long list of other celebrities is being 
targeted in a new campaign called "Stop the Mono
logues" because it depicts the questioning of a six
year-old child about her sexuality and outlines a 
drunken sexual assault on a 13-year-old (or 16-year
old depending on the edition). 

Donna Miller of Americans for Truth said the 
radical feminist play, "The Vagina Monologues" was 
"celebrated" by a long list of Hollywood personali
ties in New Orleans over the weekend, and a roster 
of invited guests included names such as Ashley 
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Judd, Jennifer Hudson. Sally Field, Jane Fonda, 
Glenn Close and Faith Hill. 

It is the explicit content of the production that 
has raised new alarms, especially since the produc
tion's website now is inviting participation from 
those who want to present the production in high 
schools. 

"I find it horrifying that an author would sexual
ize a six-year-old girl - particularly when that same 
author has a record of writing favorably about adult/ 
child sex, at least for lesbians," Miller said. 

The production's whole theme "celebrates ales
bian rape-seduction, underage drinking, and a les
bian adult asking highly inappropriate sexual ques
tions to [a] six-year-old," she said (Bob Unruh). 

Homosexual Disease 
+The head of a major homosexual group admit

ted for the first time that HIV/AIDS is "a gay dis
ease," but added that he believed victory for the full 
range of the homosexual agenda was inevitable. 

Matt Foreman, executive director of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force (www.thetask.force.org) 
the nation's oldest gay rights group, made the state
ments at the organization's national conference in 
February. 

Foreman's controversial statement about AIDS 
surprised even many of the conference attendees. He 
told them, "Folks, with 70% of the people in this 
country living with HIV being gay or bi(sexual), we 
cannot deny that HIV is a gay disease. We have to 
own that and face up to that." 
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Gary Glenn, president of AFA of Michigan, 
added that "Foreman should also publicly accept re
sponsibili ty for professionally pro moting a lifesty le 
that's medically associated with a dramaticall y 
higher risk of domestic violence, mental illness, sub
stance abuse, ea ting disorders, life-threatening dis
eases such as AIDS, cancer, and hepatitis, and prema
ture death by up to 20 years." 

Some homosexual activists seemed to agree with 
Foreman's initi al statement at the conference. For 
example, Sean Strub, founder of POZ magazine, 
which targets those who are living with HIV, said, 
"What Matt [Foreman] meant was we as a gay com
munity have to take more responsibility for the epi
demic. Too much of the [gay] community has rel
egated the epidemic as some other community's con
cern" (Ed Vitagliano- AFA]ournal, April2008). 

(Dare we sit back and do nothing?) 

Fantasyland 
+ California' s Supreme Court has made its con

tribution to the ongoing debasement of our law, our 
language, and our culture by lega lizing same-sex 
marnage. 

California now has law in the tradition of 
Groucho Marx who said, "Who are you going to be
li eve, me or your own eyes." 
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When the court says there is no difference be
tween couples consisting of a man and a woman, a 
man and a man, or a woman and a woman, and that 
it's irrelevant that only one combination can produce 
child ren, whom are you going to believe? The court 
or yo ur own eyes? 

This decision shouldn' t come as any surprise. 
The notion that words have meaning, that there is 
truth, and that we can approach that truth through 
investigation and integrity of thought is becoming 
passe in the United States of Fantasyland. 

Will Californians submit? 
California is now the second state after Massachu

setts where homosexuals will be allowed to "marry." 
But unlike Massachusetts, California has no law that 
prohibits homosexual couples li ving in states that 
don't recogni ze same-sex "marriage" from marrying 
in the Golden State. The California Supreme Court 
has opened the door to a legal battle royal across the 
nation. H omosexual couples will flock to California 
to marry, return to their home states, and file lawsuits 
to force the recognition of their Land of Fruits and 
Nuts marriages - and the destruction of the 1996 
federal Defense of Marriage Act. 

According to the C alifornia court majority, the 
state's same-sex marriage ban violates the equal pro
tection clause of the California Constitution because 
it discriminates on the basis of sexual orientation , 
which the majority declared "a suspect classifica
ti on" akin to race, sex and religion. In Re Marriage 
Cases, S 147999 Uan LaRue- 5/16/2008). 

Incredible Slrrinlcing father 

+Here's a Delphic riddle for our times: When is 
your fath er not your father? Answer: when he's a 
sperm donor. Consider a case now before the Kansas 
Supreme Court. An unmarried woman in her early 
thirties decided that she wanted a child and asked a 
fri end to be a sperm donor. He agreed, one thing led 
to another, which led to a syringe of his sperm, 
which led to the birth of twins. The mother says that 
she always intended to rai se the kids alone and never 
wanted the friend involved in their li ves. The donor 
says that he planned to be the twins' father in name 
and practice . There is no written contract. What 
does the contemporary Solomon do? 

Well, in a Kansas trial court, Solomon rules that 
without a contract the twins have no father. The man 
who provided half of the children's genetic material 
has no more relationship to them than does the taxi 
driver who rushed their mother to the hospital when 
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she went into labor. Now, assuming that the Supreme 
Court upholds the decision, the state of Kansas can 
celebrate adding two more fatherl ess chi ldren to its 
population, and Morn can rejoice by dressing her 
twins in bibs - available over the In ternet -
proudly announcing: MY DADDY'S NAME IS DO
NOR. 

Hostility Toward Religious Beliefs 
+(Washington, DC) - T he Ameri can Center for 

Law and Justice (i\CLJ), focusing on consti t utional 
law, said today it is demanding that a community col
lege in New York end its hostility toward a Christian 
student who has been punished because of her reli
gious beliefs. T he AC LJ represents Gina DeLuca, a 
student at Suffolk Co un ty Communi ty College 
(SCCC), who has received lower grades and has been 
labeled "closed-minded" by a professor who requires 
students to acknowledge the possibility that God 
does not exist in order to participate in a philosophy 
class. The ACLJ has sent a letter demanding that the 
school end its discriminatory actions against DeLuca 
or face a federal lawsuit. 

This is another troubli ng example of how some 
in the academic world believe it's acceptable to vio
late the First Amendment rights afforded to all stu
dents - especially students who hold Christian be
li efs," said Jay Sekulow, Chief Counsel of the ACLJ. 
The actions by thi s professor clearly refl ect hostility 
toward religion. To require students to acknowledge 
the possibility that God d oes no t exist in order to 
participate in a class is not only wrong, but clearly 
violates the constitutional rights of students who 
hold religious beliefs. Un less this school takes correc
tive action, we will go to federal court to protect the 
rights of our client. " 

License Plate, Anyone? 
+MiAMI (AP) - Florida drivers can order more 

than 100 special ty li cense plates celebrating eve ry
thing fro m manatees to the Miam i Heat, but one 
now under consi.deration would be the first in the 
nation to explicitly promote a specific religion. 

T he r:lorida Legislature is considering a specialty 
plate with a design that includes a Christian cross, a 
stained-glass window and the words " I Beli eve." 

Rep. Edward Bullard , the plate's sponsor, said 
peo ple who "beli eve in their college or university" or 
"beli eve in their football team" already have li cense 
plates they can buy. T he new design is a chance for 
others to put a tag on their cars with "something they 
believe in," he sa id. 
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Rabbi calls for "Rehabilitation of Gays" 
+Homosexuality is a di sease that sho uld be 

treated, the chief rabbi of Klryat O no, ncar Tel Aviv, 
wrote in r esponse to a letter from the gay commu
nity published in Ynet weeks ago. 

"It is doubtlessly a disease, seeing as anything in 
nature that dev iates from the norm is a disease" 

' 
wrote Rabbi Ratzon Arussi, referring to ho mosexual 
tendencies. He was responding to a letter sent to 
dozens of rabbi s throughout Israel by operators of a 
website cate rin g to the ho mosexual community, 
H OD. "We must make an effort to act in an intelli
gen t way so that those who have homosexual ten
dencies are treated and rehabilitated," th e rabbi 
wrote. H e called for all rabbis to assist homosexuals 
in their communities that "can find no cure." 

Arussi aJso admitted that in many cases O rthodox 
Jews respond with violence in the face of open dis
plays of homosexuali ty because they are "shocked, 
hurt, and offended." 

"1 have read yo ur letter with much consideration 
because it is touching and insightful, " Arussi wrote in 
his response to Rabbi R., who wrote the letter on be
half of homosexuals. "The r eligious community re
quires the correct tools in order to deal with homo
sexuality, and especiall y one exhibited openly." 

"T hose who can live normall y with a female 
should not develop these unnatural instincts in them
selves," he wrote. 

In conclusion, the rabbi wrote: "We need to 

Salvation 
• W hat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3:1 6; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience - James 2:1 4-26 

• Repent- Acts 17: 30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; M att. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:1 6; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial - immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Co l. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• 13e faithful - Rev. 2:1 0 

• A saved person may sin and be lost- 1 John 1:6-1 O; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1:6-1 O; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 



know how to deal with homosexuality, which is the 
sin of our time, and woe to us for having come to 
this. We need to know how to deal with those sons 
of Israel born as homosexuals, in order to ease their 
pain, and to show them that there are other ways to 
find true happiness." 

Supreme Court fakes 111 Amendment Case 
+Washington, DC (CR Newswire) The Ameri

can Center for Law and Justice (ACU), focusing on 
constitutional law, said today it is pleased the Su
preme Court of the United States has decided tore
view a lower court decision that could force local 
governments across the country either to dismantle a 
host of monuments, memorials, and other displays 
including long-standing patriotic and historical dis
plays or else let all comers install privately owned 
monuments or displays, regardless of content. The 
Supreme Court today granted ACU's Petition for 
Writ of Certiorari in the case of Pleasant Grove City 
v. Summum (No. 07-665). 

"We're delighted that the Supreme Court agreed 
to take this critical case, it's exactly what we were 
hoping for," said Jay Sekulow, Chief Counsel of the 
ACU, which represents Pleasant Grove in the case. 
"The Supreme Court is faced with a dramatic oppor
tunity: preserve sound precedent involving the well
established distinction between government speech 
and private speech or permit a twisted interpretation 
of the Constitution to create havoc in cities and lo
calities across America. The lower court decision -
if left unchecked- would ultimately force local gov-
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ernments to remove long-standing and well estab
lished patriotic, religious and historical displays. The 
lower court decision misses a key distinction he
tween government speech and private speech. The 
government has to be neutral toward private speech, 
but it does not have to be neutAal in its own speech. 
The Tenth Circuit confused this rule when it said pri
vate parties have a First Amendment right to put up 
the monuments of their choosing in a city park, un
less the city takes away all other donated monu
ments. It is our hope the Supreme Court steps in to 
correct this flawed reasoning." 

From Times Online 
+An Iranian police chief in charge of fighting 

vice in Tehran was jailed today for reportedly con
sorting in an underground brothel. 

Local media reported that General Reza Zarei 
was jailed after being caught with six naked women 
at a prostitution den in the Iranian capital. 

Ali Reza Jamshidi, a spokesman for Iran's judi
ciary, confirmed today that Mr. Zarei had been taken 
to jail. He refused to elaborate further about the 
case, however, saying it was now "in the legal stage." 

But officials, speaking anonymously, have sup
ported the allegations, which have been extensively 
reported in recent weeks. 

Prostitution is illegal in Iran and even talking 
about sex is frowned upon by the hard-line clerics rul
ing the country. The order to raid the alleged brothel 
was reportedly given directly by Iran's Judiciary Chief 
Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Shahroudi. 

Mr. Zarei was in charge of a program to clean 
cities from corruption and in recent months had re
ported arrests of young men and women for illicit re
lationships and not respecting the Islamic dress code. 

State media in recent weeks reported Mr. Zarei's 
replacement but made no me~tion of his arrest or 
the reasons that led to his detention. 

Iran's strict Islamic rules allow little socializing 
between the sexes, and young Iranians have been 
jailed and flogged for dancing together at birthday 
parties. 

Under Iranian law prostitution is punishable by 
death. But in the past decade, prostitutes are becom
ing more visible on Iranian streets, mainly due to 
economic hardships. 

The rise in prostitution has led to suggestions 
that brothels be legalised and monitored. Some Irani
ans say brothels could be run according to Islamic 
rules, perhaps under the Shiite Muslim tradition 
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which allows men and women to enter into "tempo
rary marriages", sometimes for less than 24 hours. 

Most clerics, though, maintain that sex outside 
marriage can never be condoned by Islam. After the 
1979 revolution, clerics destroyed brothels as un-Is
lamic and corrupting. 

Sex Change for Kids 
+A doctor at the renowned Children's Hospital 

Boston has launched a new program to drug children 
to delay puberty so they can decide whether they 
want a male or a female body, according to a report 
today in the Boston Globe. 

Pediatric endocrinologist Norman Spack, 64, 
says he started the Gender Management Service 
Clinic because he found himself encountering 20-
somethings who were "transgendered" and in good 
shape socially, "but they were having trouble getting 
their physique to conform to their identity. 

"I knew the 20-somethings could have better 
chances of passing if they were treated earlier," he said. 

"We don't think that demonic is too strong a 
word to describe this," said a statement from the 
pro-family Mass Resistance organization. "It brings 
us thoughts of the Nazi doctors who thought they 
were doing good things." 

"Until recently, children with cross-gender feel
ings rarely received modern medical care - and cer
tainly not hormone shots. After all, who would allow 
a child to redesign his or her body?" 

But Spack has started a clinic that "is one of the 
few in the world to give children as young as 12 al
ready have been given the treatment. 

Meanwhile, LifeSiteNews has reported that 
Spack previously acknowledged that only about 20 
percent of children who claim to have a confusion 
over their gender hold those feelings in adulthood. 

"This will be the first major program in the coun
try that ... [is] also welcoming young people who ap
pear to be transgendered and are considering medi
cal protocols that might help them," Spack said 
(WorldNetDaily). 
W,iclt Gang Should Joddler Join 

+COMMERCE CI1Y, Colo. -A couple fight
ing about which gang their 4-year-old toddler should 
join caused a public disturbance that resulted in the 
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father's arrest, Commerce City police said Thursday. 
On Saturday, Joseph Manzanares stormed into 

the Hollywood Video store where his girlfriend 
worked, threatened to kill her and knocked over sev
eral video displays and even a computer, Commerce 
City police Sgt. Joe Sandoval said. 

After he ran out of the store, police were called 
and the 19-year-old was arrested at his home. His 
girlfriend told police that they had been arguing 
about the upbringing of their son and which gang he 
should belong to. The teen mother, who is black, is a 
member of the Crips. Manzanares is Hispanic and 
belongs to the Westside Bailers gang, the woman 
said. 

"They have different ideas on how the baby 
should be raised. Basically, she said they cannot agree 
on which gang the baby would 'claim," Sandoval 
said. 

Manzanares was charged with disorderly con
duct, harassment, and domestic violence. He was 
transported to the Adams County Detention Facility. 

On Tuesday, he pleaded guilty to disorderly con
duct and was sentenced to a year of probation. The 
misdemeanor harassment charge was dropped. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Peace 

Question: There is war in Iraq, Mghanistan, and 
Haiti. On September 11, 2001, our country 

was viciously attacked and we still feel at war. Politi
cal campaigns are virtual culture wars. Our children 
are involved in drugs and sexual liaisons that offend 
our sensibilities and violate the laws of God. In 
church we arc in the midst of worship wars. Yet we 
sing, "Peace, Perfect Peace." Where can this peace be 
found? (Anon.) 

Answer: God's peace is real, but it does not de
l"\. pend on circumstances; so it can be experi
enced even in the midst of adverse circumstances like 
those to which you refer. The "peace, perfect peace," 
of which the song speaks, is "in this dark world of 
sin." 

We can have (1) peace with God (Rom. 5: 1), (2) 
peace with one another in the kingdom of God (Eph. 
2:14-18), and (3) inward peace (Phil. 4:6-7). This in
ner peace is beyond the understanding of those who 
do not have peace with God. 

Peace with God 
The fundamental peace, the peace on which all other 
peace depends, is peace with God. 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God (Rom. 6:23). Our sin makes us enemies of God. 
It separates us from him (lsa. 59:2) and from the fel
lowship with him for which He created us. 

God, in His perfect holiness, cannot abide sin. 
Only when our sins are forgiven can the enmity be 
erased and peace with God be renewed. 

Because of his justice and holiness, he must con
demn sinners, but because he is love, he wants to 
forgive. So God sent his Son as a propitiation (Rom. 
3:25), a substitute, to die voluntarily and undeserv
edly the death we deserved to die. "God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imput
ing their trespasses to them .... He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. 5:19, 21). 

Jesus is the propitiation for the sins of the whole 

world (1 John 2:2). His sacrifice was sufficient to 
save all mankind from all of their sins. All, however, 
will not accept his sacrifice. "Wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there 
are many who go in by it" (Matt. 7:13). 

To receive God's grace and forgiveness we must 
accept by faith in Jesus Christ and in his sacrifice. 

That includes believing he is the Son of God, that 
he died for our sins and that God raised him from 
the dead (Rom. 10:9-1 0). But the faith that saves is 
more than believing facts. Satan and his demons 
know these facts are true Uames 2:19). Faith is trust. 
Trust believes these facts because it trusts God who 
revealed the facts, and trust responds obediently to 
the trusted One. 

When God commanded Abraham to leave his 
country and go to a land He would show him to re
ceive great blessings, Abraham believed. We know he 
believed because he went (Gen. 12:1-4; Heb. 11:8). 

Jesus tells us, "He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved" (Mark 16:16). If we believe Jesus and 
desire salvation, we will be baptized. "Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life" (Rom. 6:4 ). 

"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Rom. 5:1). 

This is fundamental. If we think of it as second
ary, or unrelated to the daily strife we see and un
dergo, we have no hope of peace. Our quest for 
peace must begin with peace with God. 

Peace with One Another 

Peace in our relationships with one another is also 
dependant on Christ, "for He Himself is our peace" 
(Eph. 2:14). 

Paul speaks in this passage of one of the worse cases 
of ethnic and religious enmity the world has known, 
that of Jew and Gentile. Gentiles, a word which to the 
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Jews was synonymous with "pagans" or "heathen," 
were aliens from the people of God, separated by the 
ceremonial and dietary ordinances of the law of 
Moses, to say nothing of its moral requirements. 

Christ broke down the wall of separation and 
reconciled both Jew and Gentile to God in one body, 
the church, by his death on the cross, "so making 
peace" (Eph. 2:14-16). 

The brotherhood of Jew with Jew or Gentile 
with Gentile is, in Christ, no longer the significant 
connection. Now it is Christian with Christian, and 
whether one is Jew or Gentile is secondary, insignifi
cant. Worldly associations and enmities are tran
scended by brotherly affection. 

This is the spiritual fulfillment of the Old Testa
ment prophecies of peace in the Messianic kingdom. 
Though couched in the carnal imagery of nations 
beating their implements of war into instruments of 
peaceful labor, they are fulfilled when fleshly enmi
ties are dissolved in spiritual brotherhood in the 
Kingdom of the Prince of Peace (lsa. 2:1-4 ). 

In the world there are still enmities, ancient and 
modern: black versus white, Jew versus Palestinian, 
rich versus poor. In Christ, however, it is more sig
nificant that we are Christians than that we are black 
or white. As Simon the Zealot and Matthew the 
Publican were melded into one as apostles of Christ, 
so people of every nation, tribe, class, color and lan
guage become one in him. 

Because we are one, we are to work to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Eph. 4:3), 
constantly pursuing the things that make for peace 
(Rom. 14:19). . 

Christians are to be peacemakers. Peacemakers 
are assured of a special blessing (Matt. 5:9). We 
make peace by working to reconcile the estranged, 
by encouraging Christians to love one another, and 
promoting understanding among those who differ, 
wherever we can. We also are peacemakers when we 
preach the gospel of peace and reconcile people to 
God. We are brothers one of another because we are 
children of the same Father God. 

That is why the peace we enjoy with one another 
depends on the peace with God that comes through 
reconciliation to him in Christ. 

Inner Peace 

So the apostle Paul, a prisoner in bonds, and for a 
time without sustenance or earthly comforts, can say, 
"I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be con
tent" (Phil. 4:11). "In whatever state I am" means 
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"whatever circumstances ther~ are that would other
wise trouble me." He adds, I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4: 13 ). 

In the previous chapter Paul had said he counts 
everything he had previously valued as loss or as a 
debit compared to the one asset he has now learned 
to value above all others: the justification (forgive
ness) which is by faith in Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:8-9). In 
other words, he had found peace with God, and he 
recognized it was more important to his sense of 
contentment than anything else could be 

As a result, whatever deprivations or tribulations 
may come, he could know, "I am a child of God, my 
sins are forgiven, and I have a home in heaven. Thus, 
whatever else may happen, the main things are still 
taken care of, and I can therefore be content." 

Clearly, then, this inner peace is contingent on 
·the peace with God that comes with forgiveness of 
sins. Further, it is dependant on our believing that 
the "righteousness of God which is by faith in Jesus 
Christ," that is, our .forgiveness and new life in him, 
is indeed the only main thing, so that all circum
stances, however troubling in the world, are insig
nificant by comparison. 

"Don't worry about anything, but in everything, 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God, and the peace 
of God, which surpasses understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
4:6-7). 
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By Jerry Moffrtt 

This book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 argu
ments concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback 91 pgs. 
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The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text {including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 25% sales tax 
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Call today for a free 3-month 
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The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbelll8Z6 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Rcstora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Pica from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book. 3" x 57/o". 
paperback, 205 pgs .. RFCM01 

$2.50 plus S2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.nestious 
aud Aus"'vet•s 
b~· Gu~· !\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most or 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book · $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • 52.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yc · tcnht~· and Today 

b~ llu•·lon CoiTman 

Each chapter deals with one or the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus S2.75 s&h 
Texas residents edd 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 

By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 2ag pgs. 

$10.95 s&h 53.50 
Texas rosidonts add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal Indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

54.99 for each book 
52.75 s&h one book · 53.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms. but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Student ? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an acrive congregation. 40"1 7 Memorial Dr., 
Decatu r, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge S 10. This section is Retire to Labelle, Florida, or come fo r vacation. 
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Preachers Needed 
The Bedford Church of Christ, in the Dallas/Fort 
Worrh area is in need of a sound, middle-age, famil>• 
man to be our full-rime minister. Conracr Gerald 
Ball ar (8 I 7) 545-3597. Send resume wirh refer
ences and photo ro: Gerald Ball ar rhe Bedford 
Chu rch of Chrisr, 2401 Bedford, T X 7602 1 

The Bell Avenue Church of Christ in Amarillo, 
TX has a pulpit minister position open. 1600 Bell 
Stree t, Amarillo, TX 79 106, (806)355-235 I. 
bacoc@amaon line.com , IV IV IV. bella venue. o rg. 
Conrncr: Dann)' Haney, damtybaney@att.nel {806) 
352-0210, 

Preacher Sought: A full time minister is needed for 
rhe Shiprock church of Christ. l ocarcd in rhe 
Norrhcasr corner of New Mexico rhis work is a 
mission type work with the Nati ve American 
Navajo nation. This work is overseen by the 
eldership of the Brookland church of Christ in 
Brookland, Arkansas. The Shiprock congregation 
is a sound and faithful group of abour 25 members 
with opportunities for growth. We are seeking a 
married man rhat is sound, famil>• o riented, 
knowledgeable, and possesses good communic:1tion 
ski lls. We can supply a good s:~l:iry and a nice 3-
bedroom, 2-bath mobile home. If you arc interested 
in applying, please submit a resume, a t:1ped sermon 
(video or audio), and references to: Brookland 
church of Christ, Arm: Elders, 9664 Highway 49B 
North, Brookland, AR 72417. If you need 
additional information feel free to contact us ar 
870-932-5307. 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher availa ble for pu lpit work, 
preferably west of Fort Worth, Texas. Over 40 
years experience with churches of Christ {not 
liberal) preaching, teaching and writing. Please 
replr to: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54 134, Hurst, 
Texas 76054. 

Introduce a f riend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

C a ll today for a free 3-month 

t rial subsc ription. 

(888) 367-6216 

For Sale 
Resto ration Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gib~on Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Le r oy Brownlo w 

$4.99Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99Ha rdback BKAX02 

plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Fo unda t o n 1 -888-367-6216 

'Victory 
8ver 

CCrials 
by Lo ttie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement. enlightmcnt, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is lor you. 
Questions removed I rom chapter endings in 
hardb.1ck edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 
$10.95 p lus $3.50 s&h. 
Tcx.u residents j1dd 6.25'JG 1,1x 

O rder from Firm Fo unda tion 

Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by Tom Holland 

P rovides insights into the nature of 
preaching, informative and Inspirational 
to me n who a re beginn ing prepara tion 
for preaching. Blends a ph ilosophy of 
preaching, practical instruc tions, and 
motivation; helpful, too, for o ld e r 
preachers who need reminding of the 
method , message and motivation in 
preaching. BKGK02 pback 230 pgs. 

$6.95 plus 53.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Orde r from Firm Founda tion 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe a nd Classic Reference B ib le 

Complete ESV Bible 

word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, litermy beauty ,readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 

Complete ESV c lassic refe re nce concor
dance over 14,500 references 

Book Introductions 

Sllfllmari=ing the centra/theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and minisll y. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All b lack text 10.5 pt. type 

Bla ck bonded leather 
158-134-4384 ..................... $54.99 
Black calfskin leathe r 
158-134-3507 .............. .... $195.00 
Black Gen u in e leathe r 
158-134-4600 ..................... $69.99 
Ha rdback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Re d Le tte r 9.5 pt. type 
Bonde d leather 
158-134-3183 Black ....... $44.99 
158-134-3191 Burgundy ..... $44.99 
Genuin e leather 
158-134-3175 Black ....... $59.99 
158-134-3205 Burgundy ..... $59.99 
Ha r d ba ck All black text 
158-134-3876 Black text .... $32.99 
158-134-3167 Red Letter ... $29.99 

Other Styles 

One Year B ible 
158-134-3167 Hardcover ... $29.99 
158-134-4449 Paperback ... $18.99 
C lassic Th in lin e B ible 
Black bonded leather 
158-134-3736 .............. ..... $29.99 

Large Print 12.75 pt. type 
Black Leathe r 
158-134-6753 Genuine ...... $74.99 
158-134-6581 Bonded ........ $59.99 
158-134-659x Hardcover ........ $34.99 

$5.00 s&h 

Orde r from Firm Founda tio n 

(888 ) 367-6216 

M ay 2008 39 
Firm Foundation 



Get Behind Me Satan 
by VIrgil leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
Vo/.1 

30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun to 
perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

Vol. 1 $11.99 $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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PORTRAIT OF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fills my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 
• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the reader 's 

attention 

• complete- leaves no questions, no lack of direction 
Don McWhorter 

host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

The Magnificent Christ 

T he book of Reve lation chronicles the most 
devastating of all wars. More sou ls have 
been lost in this mother of all wars than in 

all other wars combined. It is the greatest tragedy to 
ever befall mankind. 

The closing book of the Bible describes a non
carnal , spiritual fight between the forces of evi l and 
the forces of good. It is stated in colorful, prophetic, 
poetic imagery, designed to command our attention. 

It opens with a description of those w ho fight on 
the side of truth. They are arrayed against the forces 
of evi l. 

The army of Satan is described and his technique 
of using material things and godless leaders to at
tempt to defeat the army of the Lord is faithfully re
ported. This evil army marches under the captain
ship of a vicious murderer and the "father of lies" 
(John 8:44). 

The battle rages over thousands of years and 
ends in the final skirmish, called in Hebrew H ar
mageden. 

The army of the Prince of this world, also called 
the Prince of darkness, is utterly defeated by the 
army of the Prince of Peace, also called the Prince of 
Life. 

The war delineated in the book of Revelation is 

not a temporal battle, seeing that the kingdom of 
Christ is not of this world (John 8:23; 18:36). No 
"rockets red-glare ... no bombs bursting in air." 

The Devil may employ god less governments in 
an attempt to ruin the blessed Redeemer, bur the gi
gantic contest is for human hearts and continues un
til ages are no more. It is not fully visible to mortal 
eyes, but it is real. 

The fier y climax of the fight between right and 
wrong concludes when Satan and his minions are 
captured and punished, and the universe passes into 
oblivion. 

The fight is on, the trumpet sound is ringing out, 
The cry "To arms" is heard afar and near; 
The Lord of hosts is marching on to victory, 
T he triumph of the right wi ll soon appear. 
T he Lord is leading on to certain victory, 
T he bow of promise spans the eastern sky; 
T he glorious name in every land shall honored be, 
The .morn will break, the morn of peace is nigh. 

Chapter One of the Book of Revelation 

The timeless history of the hostile conflict between 
the Devil and Jesus begins w ith a description of the 
Captain of Salvation. It is told us by an o ld man who 
was on a rocky island where prisoners were forced to 
work at hard labor in the mines. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Wrong Approach 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

There came to my desk a treatise dealing with how a con
gregation of God's people should determine what is 
true and be able to avoid what is false. 

The aim of the argument is notable, but the method used is 
dangerous. 

The exposition proposed discovering what a local church 
should do about using mechanical instruments of music in wor
ship of God, the name by which the church is advertised, and the 
role of women in the church. 

It is good to research such matters, but the study should be 
governed by correct principles. 

The paper that came to my hand was commissioned by an el
dership but used ill-advised assumptions. 

It occurred to me that other elderships may be involved in the 
same process and that we ought, therefore, to consider the param
eters that ought to govern such inquires. 

To begin with we ought to agree that it is proper to lay any 
biblical matter on the table for consideration. It is never wrong to 
study to understand more fully what is true. 

We are confident there will be unanimity among the disciples 
of Jesus to the proposition that the only standard for the faith and 
practice of the church is the Bible. 

The question now and forever must be, What does the Bible 
teach on any religious matter that is brought up for discussion? 

The treatise that gave me pause left the impression in my mind 
that the bishops of a congregation of God's people were the decid
ing force in resolving any teaching or passage of scripture. 

The study repeatedly said to the congregants over which these 
pastors presided "your elders believe," or "your elders have de
cided." 

Let us reason for a moment on that sentiment. Do the elders of 
the church have authority over the doctrine of the church? 

We suspect that most of us agree that elders are to "rule over" 
the congregation that has selected and appointed them to serve as 
elders (Heb. 13:7). 

The question is do elders have the right to decide what the ba
sic teaching of a congregation is to be? 

A statement to the effect that "we believe," or "we think," or 
"we have decided" is weak and meaningless. 

We ought instead to say, "The Bible teaches ... " 
If we leave any question to be answered in the arena of what a 



group within a group my believe, think, or decide we are on quick
sand. 

If someone should say to me, "I believe that a sinner is saved 
by faith alone before and without further works of obedience." 
And I respond by saying, "Well, I don't believe that, but it is my 
belief that faith must manifest itself in the act of baptism for a sin
ner to be saved." 

So what? It is merely a matter of two people believing opposite 
or contradictory things. One has as much authority as the other. 
The one who holds to an unbiblical position has as much authority 
as the one who holds to a biblical position, if the matter is left in 
the area of "I believe." That is also true of what one thinks or de
cides. 

On the other hand, if someone says to me, "I believe in salva
tion by faith only." And I respond by saying, "The Bible says, 'He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," it is a very different 
matter, assuming we both profess to accept the Bible as the abso
lute and sole authority in religion. 

I have made a much stronger statement than my counterpart in 
this imagined conservation, and have taken the high ground in the 
discussion. 

Any time an "I believe statement" comes up against a "the 
Bible teaches statement," the later wins the former loses, providing 
the Bible is accepted as the Word of God and therefore a loud 
voice from heaven. 

When we cast a matter of religious concern on a "we elders 
believe ... " basis, it is dangerous and can lead to all manner of false 
teaching. 

Elders do have authority and are biblically empowered to 
make certain decisions, but not in the area of Bible teaching. 

If the Bible authorizes something but does not tell us how the 
thing authorized is to be done, an eldership may make the decision 
about the implementation of the authorized thing." 

Elders are to "feed the flock" (Acts 20:28). They may do this 
by using the services of a non-elder evangelist. Who that is to be, 
what his relationship to the congregation is, how long he stays, 
and when he is to go are all matters that are unspecified in the 
scriptures and therefore may be decided by an eldership. 

Yet, if it is a matter of Bible doctrine, an eldership has no right 
to make any alterations whatever, but must yield to what the Bible 
says. 

If the question is whether a local church of Christ is to use in
struments of music in service of God, and if the Bible has spoken 
on this matter, then it is not within the purview of any eldership to 
change what the Bible says. 

To use or not to use machines in worshiping God is decided by 
inspired men who wrote as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. 
Here is a correct position on the question of instruments in wor
ship because it is what the Bible teaches: 

• The Bible teaches us to sing in worship of God (Eph. 5: 18-
19; Col. 3: 16). 
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• Singing is a specific kind of music 
• The Bible is silent about using instruments in 

making music in worship 
• The silence of the Bible prohibits the use of in

strumental music in worship 
• Churches of Christ must not employ machin

ery in praising the name of God 
• To use instruments of music is to go beyond 

what is written 
• To go beyond what is written is to be without 

God (2 John 9) 
• To be without God is to be lost - it is sin 
No eldership has the right or the power to 

change what the Bible teaches. 
Another example but this one dealing with the 

action involved in the baptism of the great commis
ston: 

• The Bible teaches the baptism of Mark 16: 16 
involves burial in water Oohn 3:23; Matt 3:16; Acts 
8:36-38; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12) 

• Burial in water is specific, not generic 
• The Bible is silent about sprinkling a few drops 

of water on a person as baptism 
• The silence of the Bible prohibits sprinkling as 

a substitute for baptism 
• Churches of Christ must not sprinkle in lieu of 

burial in water 
• To sprinkle instead of immerse is to go beyond 

what is written 
• To go beyond what is written is to be without 

God (2 John 9) 

Same Argument But Applied to Two DiHerent Topics 
When the Bible is specific and not generic with refer
ence to a thing commanded but is silent about pos
sible options, the silence is prohibitive and not per
missive (see He b. 7: 14 about the force of the Bible 
saying "nothing" on a subject). If the scriptures are 
silent after giving a specific command, the silence 
prohibits all possible options. 

Furthermore, churches that are churches of 
Christ because they follow without deviation the di
vine pattern as set forth in Holy Scripture have their 
roots in the first century. 

All discussion about "our" tradition in religion 
and about what any uninspired human may or may 
not have taught about anything is as "sounding brass 
and a clanging symbol." 

It is grievous folly to go chasing after what some
one may have taught in the nineteenth century A.D. 
when we have open before us what the Lord said, 
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and authorized to be said, in the Bible. 
It is noble to raise the cry, "Let us go back, all the 

way back, to the Bible. Let us speak where the Bible 
speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent." 

To call Bible things by Bible names and do all 
things in the Bible way is to build upon a rock. Jesus 
said, "Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). 

The treatise I am reviewing suggests that what a 
church should or should not teach, believe and prac
tice is to be colored by what reformers and restorers 
believed and taught. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

A church that is like the New Testament church 
in teaching and action is obviously not governed by 
wise men of any generation subsequent to the first 
century. 

There is nothing wrong in reading and benefiting 
from the writing of those who have gone before us, 
but such investigation must always be done on the 
premise that the Bible is the supreme rule and all 
teachers are to be measured by what the Bible says. 

The first-century brethren of Beroea were more 
noble than the people of Thessalonica in that they 
studied the word of God daily to see if the things 
Paul taught were true (Acts 17:11). 

The rule of making the Bible the sole and absolute 
authority in religion should be applied to the name by 
which we designate the church, the role of women in 
the church, music in worship, and any other Bible 
topic. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

The island was named Patmos, and it was the place 
where the government of Rome once exiled prisoners. 

It was a short but impassible distance from the 
mainland. Escape was impossible, especially by one 
weakened by the ravages of time. 

• The old man was named John, and he was an 
apostle of the Christ. He began his prophetic history, 
a history that continues to record the fortunes and 
misfortunes of earthlings, by saying that what he was 
about to write was "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave to him to show unto his servants" 
(Rev. 1: 1). 

• The disclosure was sent by an angel to the ser
vant/apostle of Jesus, and spoke of things that might 
take thousands of years to unfold, but described by 
the prophet John as "things that will shortly come to 
pass." Man's little stay on the planet earth is like a 
breath or a sigh when compared to God. There is 
none other (Rev. 1:8). 

• John, who was a brother of James and a son of 
Zebedee, taught the Word of God, which is the testi
mony of Jesus. This was his crime. This made him an 
enemy of the ruling power (Rev. 1:2, 9). This earned 
him a hard seat on a despised and lonely island. All 
who would live godly in Christ Jesus can expect and 
will receive similar rejection and punishment (2 Tim. 
3:12). 

• This old man, John, wrote what an angel of 
God signified to him, and part of that included these 
words, "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the prophecy, and keep the words that are written 
therein: for the time is at hand" (Rev. 1:3 ). 

• The apostle John was the conduit through 
which Jesus communicated to the seven churches in 
Asia1 (Rev. 1:4). 

• The communication is from Jehovah, "who is 
and who was and who is to come," that is, is eternal. 
The letter also comes from "the seven Spirits that are 

before his throne," signifying the Holy Spirit (seven 
being completeness or perfection) who reveals and 
confirms divine wisdom (Rev. 1:4 ). 

• The communication is also from Jesus Christ, 
who is (1) the faithful witness, (2) the firstborn of the 
dead, (3) ruler of the kings of the earth and (4) the 
redeemer of mankind2• This letter is therefore from 
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. It is the wisdom of an infinite, three-in-one 
Being, united in the Godhead (Rev. 1 :5). 

• Jesus made the saved of earth to be a kingdom 
of priests (Rev. 1 :6; Exod. 19:6). "All hail the power 
of Jesus name, let angels prostrate fall" (Rev. 1:6). 

• Jesus is coming again with the clouds (Isa. 
19:1; Exod. 13:21; Acts 1:9-11). When he comes 
again (1) every eye shall see him, (2) they that cruci
fied him shall see him, and (3) the tribes of the earth 
shall mourn over him (Rev. 1: 7). 

• The apostle John describes himself as "a par
taker with you in tribulation and kingship and pa
tience, which are in Jesus" Oohn 16:13; Rom. 5:3; 2 
Tim. 3:12; Rev. 1:9; 2:9-10; 2:22; 7:14). Disciples 
of Jesus who reign with him patiently endure tribu
lation (2 Thess. 2:14; 2 Tim. 2:10; 2:12; 4:3; Heb. 
12:7). John was in this plight because he held tena
ciously to the "Word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus" (Rev. 1:2; 1:9; 6:9; 12:17; 14:12; 20:4). The 
book of Revelation commends those who are faith
ful and true in holding fast to Bible teaching, come 
what may. "Word of God" may refer to the Old Tes
tament with its rich history and abundant prophe
cies concerning Jesus. "Testimony of Jesus" may re
fer to the New Testament, which is also the Word of 
God. The importance of God-breathed scripture is 
vigorously emphasized in the book of Revelation, 
which is a serious rebuke to religious liberalism. We 
must hold to God's unchanging word (Rev. 1:9). 

• John was "in the spirit on the Lord's day," 

• Seven is said to be a perfect number and signifies completeness or perfection. The seven churches of Asia represent all of the churches for all time. 
The seven letters sent to the seven churches of Asia can be construed as instructions to the church of Christ in all generations. 
2 Redemption is the constant theme of the saving gospel and is therefore prominent in the book of Revelation. No one can properly appreciate jesus 
who does not understand him to be the one-and-only Savior from sin, wreck, and ruin. Expressing any other view of jesus is blasphemy. 
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which may mean that he was in the attitude of wor
ship on Sunday, or that in deepest meditation he was 
caught up in a prophetic trance. He heard behind 
him a voice that was loud like the blare of a trumpet. 

Throughout the book of Revelation voices ema
nating from heaven are described as stentorian, like a 
sudden crash of thunder. This is designed to capture 
and hold attention. We should honor the word of 
God with riveted, unbreakable concentration, and 
never in a trifling manner. 

John received a vision of the Captain of our sal
vation. In a revelation from the throne room of God, 
a long war is about to be described. We are first in
troduced to the commander-in-chief of the army of 
righteousness. The army of Jesus is made up of him
self as the leader, the saved people of earth who 
comprise the church, and Jehovah with his heavenly 
host. This powerful force will be set in array in chap
ters one through six. 

All eyes must now turn to John's vision of the 
glorified Christ. The loud, trumpet-voice-of-God 
compels us to focus all our senses on the one who is 
about to be described. 

There is a literary technique by which a non-hu
man is represented as having human characteristics 
and attributes. John uses that technique as he de
scribes the indescribable and bids us look upon one 
that would otherwise be invisible. Inspiration clev
erly presents to us with a few bold strokes the vision 
of Jesus in his glory. It is awesome. 

The Grandeur of Jesus 

In a vision John sees the magnificent splendor of 
Christ. This description abounds in symbols and fig
ures. It stresses the pre-eminence of him who has been 
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given all "authority in heaven and on earth," and 
whose name is the "name that is above every name." 

• John is to write3 what he saw in a book and 
send it to the seven churches (v. 11). 

• John saw seven golden candlesticks. One like a 
son of man was in the midst of the candlesticks 
(v. 12). 

• The apostle also saw one like a Son of Man in 
the midst of seven golden candlesticks "clothed in a 
garment down to the foot, and girt about at the 
breasts with a golden girdle" (v. 13). The Being John 
saw wore a long, flowing robe with a golden sash, 
reminiscent of the robe and sash of the Jewish High 
Priest of Israel but with greater glory (Lev. 8: 7). 

• His hair was white as white wool, symbolizing 
purity; and his eyes were a flame of fire, indicating 
an ability to look upon the naked, quivering soul 
and see all things both visible and invisible (v. 14 ). 

• His feet were like burnished brass, suggesting 
that he would trample all who regarded him, his 
church, and his cross with indifference; and his voice 
was soothing and consoling like the voice of many 
waters (v. 15). 

• In his right hand he clutches seven stars: and 
out of his mouth proceeds a sharp two-edged sword 
("For the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints 
and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and 
intents of the heart" (He b. 4: 12). His gentle, com
forting words can turn to reproof and rebuke (v. 16). 

• He shines with the brightness of the sun at high 
noon (v. 16), reminding us of his transfiguration on 
the mountain, witnessed by Peter, James, John, 
Moses, and Elijah (Matt. 17:2: "his face did shine as 
the sun, and his garments became white as the light"). 

There he stands: White, glistening hair, eyes like 
flames of fire, a sharp sword coming out of his 
mouth, his robe reaches to his feet, his sash is pure 
gold, his feet are like burnished brass that has been 
refined in a furnace, his voice is soft but can be loud 
and decisive, about this amazing figure is a brilliance 
too strong to gaze upon. 

This is Christ in his glory. 

3 John is told a number of times to write what he saw to a human agent. 
This may be the key to understand how "every scripture" is "inspired of 
God., Sometimes John saw the revelation in a vision, other times he 
was told in words what to write, and still other times he both saw and 
heard the message. 



We should not be surprised to learn that when 
the apostle John saw this manifestation of a divine 
being that he "fell at his feet as one dead" (v. 17). 

Jesus laid his hand upon John and said, "Fear 
not; I am the first and the last, and the Living one; 
and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades" (vv. 17-
18). 

This vision of the glorified Jesus was to be writ
ten. The information was to be preserved. It was not 
for John only, but for people of all coming genera
tions. A book that never passes away contains this 
sublime description of the holy being that is to lead 
in the battle of eternity. He is aided and assisted by 
his Father and the Comforter, his church, and the 
heavenly host. 

The "mystery" of the seven stars and the seven 
golden candlesticks is explained. The book of Rev
elation explains itself, and when that is not done, an 
interpreter gives an inspired explanation. We can 

proceed in confidence that the meaning of the book 
is given in the book. If we stay with that, we cannot 
go wrong. 

The seven stars in the right hand of Jesus are the 
angels of the seven churches (of Asia minor, shortly 
to be named). The seven golden candlesticks are the 
seven churches, which represent the church of Christ 
in every period and age. 

Jesus, holding the messengers of the churches in 
his right hand, walks in the midst of the congrega
tions of his people. He is with the saved and the 
saved are, consequently, with him (v. 20). 

The war will shortly begin but will not shortly 
end. But first John will give us information about the 
church of Christ and the great, white throne. 

This splendid story throbs with excitement and 
holds the heart in thrall by its powerful attraction. 

This is the inspired story of "the good fight of 
faith." 
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Anti-semitism: Who and What 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

I n the media and political world, anti-Semitism is 
surely the greatest of all sins. For other things 
like murder, rape and treason, people can be 

forgiven and some will demand leniency for them. 
But for those accused of anti-Semitism there is no 
mercy. Just what is this heinous crime? 

• A true anti-Semite hates Jews simply because 
they are Jews. He needs no other reason. 

• He hates all things Jewish. He despises their ar
tistic works, he shuns their businesses, he opposes 
them on principle. 

• His hatred may or may not be based on the 
Jewish religion. 

• His mistake is to see only the poorest or worst 
examples of Jewish conduct and then generalize that 
all Jews are equally bad. 

• He refuses to consider or to acknowledge the 
many positive and beneficial contributions made to 
the human race by Jews. 

• He has no sympathy or concern when he sees 

one or all Jews suffer misfortune. In fact a true anti
Semitic might actually rejoice in their misfortune. 

• Generally he has had little or no personal con
tact with fellow-citizens who are Jewish. His conclu
sions are usually based on myths, rumors, and leg
ends which tend to be distorted if not false. 

• He would impose harm on Jews if it were 
within his power. 

• Not content to hate alone, the anti-Semite 
seeks to spread his poisonous view to others and win 
them over to his position. 

• He justifies his hatred by blaming contempo
rary Jews for the crime of their ancestors in rejecting 
and killing Jesus. 

On the other hand, it is not anti-Semitism to: 
• Demand that Jewish criminals be held to the 

same standard as the rest of society. 
• To be angry when unjustly treated by a Jewish 

merchant, lawyer, etc. 
• To note the extensive influence of Jewish 
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people in the arts and entertainment industry, in 
broadcast and print media. 

• To note the extensive holdings of Jews in the 
world of finance. 

• To note the large number of Jews in the legal 
profession and judiciary. 

• To not agree with every decision of the govern
ment of Israel. 

• To point out what we may judge to be mistaken 
or wrongful actions by the state of Israel. 

• To question the vast financial support our 
country gives to Israel. 

• To question the influence of the Jewish lobby 
on our elected officials in Washington. 

• To be concerned lest the actions of the Israeli 
government drag America into a war they have trig
gered. 

• It is not anti-Semitic to be unhappy with a Jew
ish business person who has been dishonest in deal
ing with you and resolve not to patronize his estab
lishment. 

• To treat Jews and the state of Israel the same as 
we as we would treat other non-hostile people such 
as British, Dutch, etc. is not anti-Semitism. 

• Neither is it to express ones disgust when some 
Jewish person has committed some revolting deed. 

• For the Christian to pray that Jews might be 
persuaded to embrace Christianity, or to try to talk 
with a Jewish neighbor about Christ is not anti-
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Semitism. Neither is it anti-Semitic to invite a Jewish 
neighbor to attend church with you. 

• To point out that the New Testament teaches 
that the Jews are no longer God's chosen people, 
therefore deserving no special treatment is not anti
Semitism. 

• Neither is it to believe and teach that the lead
ers of the Jewish nation were primarily responsible 
for the death of Jesus and that numbers of the 
people of Jerusalem agreed with that decision or to 
believe and teach that the Jewish religious establish
ment persecuted the early church, punishing and 
killing some of them. These points are facts of his
tory. 

The duty of every Christian toward the Jewish 
people is summed up in these five passages: 

"Love your neighbor as thyself" (Matt. 22:39). 
"All things therefore whatsover ye would that 

men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto 
them" (Matt. 7:12). 

''As we have opportunity, let us work that which 
is good toward all men, and especially toward them 
of the household of faith" (Gal. 6: 10). 

"My heart's desire and my supplication to God is 
for them (Israel), that they may be saved" (Rom. 
10:1). 

"Go preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 
16:15). 

The person who lives by these precepts will not 
be guilty of anti-Semitism nor will he encourage 
those who are. 
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Preaching Jesus Crucified 
By Alton Norman 

J
esus Crucified! What a glorious subject. What a 
marvelous message. What preacher does not 
thrill at the opportunity to proclaim the Christ 
of the cross? 

Yet there is a danger of misuse of Paul's declara
tion, "I determined not to know anything among you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). 
This danger is expressed in our attitude toward the 
Old Testament. It has been said among us, "do not 
preach from the Old Testament, and preach Jesus 
and him crucified. We do not need the Old Testa
ment because it was nailed to the cross." Such a con
clusion is false as can be seen from the following. 

He who said, "I determined not to know any
thing ... except Jesus and him crucified" also said, 
"Whatever things which were written before (i.e. the 
Old Testament, arn) were written for our learning" 
(Rom. 15:4 ). He who preached Jesus and him cruci
fied often quoted from the Old Testament in his ser
mons (see Acts 13:14-4 7). He who was the apostle to 
the Gentiles wrote to them as if they should know 
the Old Testament. 

Consider 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 where the one 
who determined to know nothing except Jesus and 
him crucified said events in the Old Testament were 
written "as examples for us." Should we, in preach
ing Jesus crucified, take away examples designed to 
help us follow the crucified savior? No! Rather we 
should follow the example of this preacher of the 
crucified Lord whose writings included quotations 
from Isaiah (Rom. 15), Genesis (Rom. 4; Gal. 3), Jer
emiah (Rom. 11), Psalms (Rom. 9), Job (1 Cor. 3), 
Hosea (1 Cor. 15), Exodus (2 Cor. 3 ), Ezekiel (2 Cor. 
6), and many other Old Testament books. 

He who preached Jesus and him crucified often 
mentioned Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He spoke of 
Moses, David, Sarah, Hagar, and other Old Testa
ment characters. The apostle Paul, the "apostle to 
the Gentiles" expected even the Gentiles to either 
know or to learn the Old Testament. He who deter
mined to "know nothing except Jesus and him cruci
fied" used the Old Testament to prove that this cruci
fied Jesus is the promised savior of both the Jew and 
the Gentile (Acts 13). As a matter of fact, Paul was 

following the example of the crucified Christ when 
he preached from the Old Testament. 

Jesus' teaching was based on the Old Testa
ment. Read the Sermon on the Mount and notice the 
statement "I did not come to destroy, but to fulfill" 
and "You have heard it said, ... but I say unto you." 
Jesus himself said, "You search the Scriptures, for in 
them you think you have eternal life, and these are 
they which testify of me." Notice Jesus was speaking 
to the Jews and the only Scriptures they had were the 
Old Testament. Those scriptures speak of Jesus. Shall 
we forbid those who follow Jesus the very scriptures 
which speak of him? God forbid. Rather study the 
Old Testament to learn of him. 

If we do not study the law, how shall we know 
the sinfulness of sin (Rom. 7)? How shall we come to 
understand the priesthood of Jesus without a knowl
edge of the Levitical priesthood? (Heb. 7). Indeed, 
how will we appreciate the New Covenant without 
knowing the burden of the Old (Heb. 8). And how 
shall we preach the blood of Jesus shed on the cross 
without comparing crucified Christ to the blood of 
bulls and goats that can never take away sins? (Heb. 
10). Indeed, how shall we be led to Christ without a 
knowledge of the Law? (Gal. 3). 

God told Hosea, "My people are destroyed for 
a lack of knowledge" (4:6). And Paul said the Old 
Testament was "written for our learning." Preachers, 
preach "Christ crucified" just as Paul did. Don't let 
the church be destroyed for a lack of knowledge ... 
preach Christ and him crucified from the Old Testa
ment! 
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Spirituai 11Munchhausen Syndrome" 
By Brandon Renfroe 

I t has been called differenr things over the years. 
Some call it the martyr's synd rome. Others have 
dubbed it the Elijah Complex, borrowing, of 

cou rse, from the prophet of God who became con
vinced he stood alone in hi s battle against the fo ll ow
ers of Baal. His lament, "I, even I onl y, am left" was 
countered by Jehovah's affirmation that as many as 
seven thousand re mained true to h is cause, not hav
ing bowed a knee to the fa lse god (1 Kings 19:10, cf. 
L Kings 19:14, 18). 

W hile Elijah may be excused for his momentary 
ignorance, there are others who believe th ey are fo l
lowing in the prophet's foo tsteps when, in truth, 
they are quite unwo rrhy to bear his mantle. For rea
sons few completely understand, some are no t fully 
content unless they have a "cause" to attack and an 
"enemy" to ensnare. If a culprit is lacking, one can 
be manufactured soon enough. 

Scottish commentator William Barclay o ffered an 
apt descriptio n of these bloodthirsty souls when he 
observed: 

There a re people who a re a lways storm
centers o f trouble and bitterness and strife. 
W herever they are they are either invo lved 
in quarrels themselves or the cause of quar
rels between others. They are trouble-mak
ers. There are people like that in almost ev
ery society and every Church, and such 
peo pl e are doing the dev il 's own work 
(Commentary 011 Matthew, Vol. 1, 110). 

For these r easons, a third descriptive of this 
mindser might be termed "spiritual Munchausen syn
drome." The actual diso rder owes its name to one 
Baron Munchausen (1720-1797), who was report
edly quire fond of embellishing ta les about himself. 
Consequently, the te rm "Munchause n syndrome" 
later came to denote th ose who fabricated symptoms 
of illness in o rder to elicit sympath y and attention. 
These individuals a re wi lli ng to undergo severe pain, 
if it results in the attention they so desperately crave. 

T his mentality, as no ted, is not confined to medi
cal thrill-seekers. The reli gious world is increasingly 
becoming the haunt of those who desire to brandish 
their swords at every turn, and at any costs. During 

10 June 2008 
Firm Foundation 

the course of self-inflicted battle, the protagonist will 
often take solace by assuring himse lf (and anyone 
who will listen) that he has suffered great loss be
cause of his fide lity to truth. This, in turn , is sup
posed to guarantee the truth of hi s positio n, sa fe
guarding it from those who would question the wis
dom of the reckless course that has been pursued . 

Some preachers are fond of boasting that they 
would remain fa ithful to Christ, even should it cost 
them the fellowship of every fr iend and family mem
ber they ho ld dear. Then, as if to ensure the fulfill
menr of their own prophecy, they slowly but surely 
sever ties with man y with whom they have associated 
fo r years. One cannot but be reminded of Peter's im
petuous claim that even should all betray the Savior, 
he wou ld remain steadfast. "I am ready," he bragged, 
"to go with you bo th to prison and to death" (Luke 
22:33). Bible students are well aware as to the out
come of nis prognostication . 

W hile it is true that genuine loyalty to C hrist will 
have definite ramifications, it is a lso correct that 
some a ll eged disciples conduct themselves in such 
fashion as to betray precisely what they claim. When 
congregations of the Lord 's people are rent asunder, 
and the church's influence weakened in the eyes of 
an already skeptical world, it can surely be said, "You 
did not learn Christ in this way" (Eph. 4:20, NASB). 

Yes, there are fa lse reachers in the world . These 
individuals must be opposed, and opposed vigor
ously (cf. Titus 1:10-11). But let us be certain thai: in 
our zeal for truth we are fighting the real enemy. 
H ow upsetting it would be to meet the Lord on the 
Final Day, only to be reminded of inspiration's dic
tum: "The Lord hates th ose w ho sow discord amo ng 
brethren" (cf. Prov. 6: 19). 
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Consider Paul 
By William Freeman #4603071 

W hen my love to Christ grows weak, When 
for deeper faith I seek," begins one of 
our beloved hymns. 

The song admits to times when our love for, and 
faith in, the Savior may not be as strong as it should 
be. 

When we were born again we were not born fu ll 
grown. Peter teaches we were born again when we 
purified our souls by our obedience to the truth, 
through the living and abiding word of God. H e 
adds, ''As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the 
word, that you may grow thereby" (1 Pet. 2:2). 

Our faith not only originates (Rom. 10: 17) it 
grows as we study and dwell on the Bible, the word 
of God. This growth is a lifelong process. The more 
we practice this discipline the greater the rewards for 
as our understanding increases our confidence and 
faith in God's word also increases. 

An elder once said, "As the years roll by and you 
read and study the Bible your understanding intensi
fies. Your faith and love grow until you become a full 
grown man." 

In the fifth chapter of Hebrews Paul says some 
Christians were "dull of hearing" and had need to 
hear again the oracles of God; had need of milk and 
were unskilled in the word of righteousness, being 
babes. 

So, what happens that causes us to doubt and our 
love and faith to falter? It is not too difficult to ap
preciate how those who have not attained spiritual 
maturity succumb to the world and backslide. 

Let us examine two of the reasons contributing 
to this sad condition. 

Loss of Trust in the Bible 

During the mid 1960s the "God is Dead" heresy ush
ered in a media blitz aimed at the very heart of 
Christianity. 

We have seen countless television documentaries, 
major newspaper and magazine articles, books, nov
els, and radio programs whose sole purpose seems to 
be the destruction of our trust and faith in the Bible. 

Nothing is immune from their attacks, from the 
Biblical accounts of the miracles to the death, burial 

and, especially, the resurrection of J esus. These vis
cous assaults seek to persuade us that our faith is, at 
best, a myth. 

Proponents from Teams 

Proponents of this onslaught form teams of expert 
witnesses, carefu lly selected and recruited from ev
ery fi eld, striving to add scientific credibility to their 
claims that the Bible is no thing more than a very o ld 
fairy tale. 

Sure, they offer opposing expert witnesses to 
keep up appearances of objectivity, but they are al
ways selected from the liberal denominational 
world, and are unwilling or unable to defend the 
truth. 

In recent times these "scholars" lay claim to hav
ing fo und the bones of Jesus buried in a family crypt 
in Jerusalem, and some aver that Jesus married Mary 
Magdalene, had children and moved to England. 

The careful , mature student sees that these "sci
entific teams" avo id God-fearing teachers, who are 
ready, able and willing to refute their very refutable 
"evidence." 

On those rare occasions when competent schol
ars are heard, the truth always shines through. 

Too often though the damage is done and the 
faith of some is shipwrecked. Just as Paul warned 
they are, "children, tossed to and fro," their faith 
damaged by "human cunning, by craftiness in deceit
ful schemes" (Eph. 4:14) . 

Life's Tragedies 

Life's inevitable tragedies take their toll. Have you 
heard someone blame God for the death of a loved 
one? 

Or say, "If there really is a God, H e wouldn' t let 
children and the innocent di e before their time." 

Or ask, "Why did God let an accident kill a faith 
ful Christian? 

Or accuse God of allowing a storm to maim and 
destroy. 

Or blame God for anything that causes pain ? 
When someone is hurting from life's tragedies, 

and are not knowledgeable about God's design, 
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trouble isn't far away for they don't understand that 
God must allow the natural order of things to rule, 
and his rain falls on the just and the unjust (Matt. 
5:45). 

Consider Paul 

Saul of Tarsus, better known as the apostle Paul, did 
not begin his life as an apostle. No, indeed, when we 
first encounter Paul in the book of Acts he is an ac
cessory in the murder/martyrdom of the evangelist 
Stephen. 

From the same book we learn that Paul was born 
in Tarsus of Cilicia and educated in Jerusalem. A Ro
man citizen, he spoke Hebrew and Greek, and stud
ied at the feet of the great Hebrew Doctor of the 
Law, Gamaliel. He proudly proclaimed himself a He
brew of Hebrews from the tribe of Benjamin and "a 
Pharisee, zealous for God." He boasted of persecut
ing Christians to the death. 

Paul was on the "fast track," so well thought of 
by the rulers of the Jews that he could obtain war
rants {letters) from the high priest himself, as well as 
the whole council of elders, allowing him to hunt 
down Christians, bring them in chains to Jerusalem, 
often to their deaths. 

Yes, Paul had it made, or at least in his own mind 
he had to believe so, for all the evidence pointed to 
that very fact. 

Saul of Tarsus had big plans ... God had even big
ger plans. 

Every Christian knows the story of Paul's en
counter with the risen Lord on the road to Dam
ascus, and his subsequent baptism by Ananias (Acts 
22). Paul's life was changed that day and he never 
looked back. 

What could possibly convince a man like Paul to 
suddenly turn his back on everything he loved and 
strived all his life to achieve? A man who had been 
filled with murderous hatred for Christians trans
formed in one day to become an apostle of Christ. 

It certainly wasn't the job benefits. Here is the 
short list of the persecution Paul suffered for his 
faith: 

12 

Five times I received at the hands of the 
jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I 
was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. 
Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and 
a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent jour
neys, in danger from rivers, danger from 
robbers, danger from my own people, dan
ger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger 
in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 
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from false brothers; in toil and hardship, 
through many a sleepless night, in hunger 
and thirst, often without food, in cold and 
exposure (2 Cor. 11:24-27 ESV). 

Paul suffered all these tragedies and losses but 
said, "Indeed, I count everything as loss because of 
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For His sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ" (Phil. 3:8 ESV). 

Paul, a Man for All Seasons 

Who can seriously believe a man like Paul would en
dure all these thing to service a lie- a hoax? 

Not in a million years. You see, Paul met God on 
that road to Damascus and had an up close and per
sonal relationship with him his entire life (Acts 9; 22; 
2 Cor. 12). 

He was the Lord's "chosen instrument" to the 
Gentiles and Paul longed for the day he could go and 
be with Jesus forever (Phil. 1:23). 

Insanity Should Be Made of Sterner StuH 

Someone might say Paul was insane. Well, this "in
sane man" contributed 14 letters if you include He
brews as his) to the New Testament that has endured 
for over 2,000 years, guiding churches of Christ 
throughout 2 millennia. 

His letter to the Romans stands as the greatest 
narrative ever written on the intrinsic righteousness 
of God ... bar none. 

Who would deny that his well known 13th Chap
ter of 1 Corinthians is the most beautiful ever writ
ten, and serves as the standard on the nature and im
portance of love? 

Tradition says Paul was beheaded because he 
would not renounce Christ. He wrote, "I know him 
whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is 
able to guard that which I have committed unto him 
against that day" (2 Tim. 1: 12). When the execu
tioner swung the axe, Paul was doubtless thinking of 
the "crown of life" that was "laid up" for him. 

When our love to Christ grows weak, when for 
deeper faith we seek, we ought to consider Paul. 
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Traveling Recklessly 
Down the Wrong Road 

By Raymond Elliott 

I t was there for everyone to see on the Frazier 
Television Station. In fact I have seen portions 
of the program three times. The "instrumenta l 

group," consisting of a guitar player, a piano player 
and singers, from the Landmark Church was per
forming for a group of older couples in a "fellowship 
hall" of the Frazier Memorial M ethodist Chu rch in 
Montgomery, Ala. The instruments were used during 
the singing of hymns and songs of praise. The 
preacher for the Landmark Church made humorous 
remarks about the audience perhaps being surprised 
by having a "Church of Christ preacher" and the 
"Church's instrumental group" present for the occa
sion. I felt a real sadness in my heart as I viewed the 
program. First of all, I have known and loved the 
preacher since he was a college student. Second, it 
broke my heart to hear him make light remarks 
about him and the instrumental group being there 
that evening. Third, the fact that the congregation 
where he preaches has an instrumental band that 
plays on occasions during their week nights worship 
assemblies, anq now for them to represent the 
church in this manner is tru ly heart-wrench ing. 
Fourth, the preacher also announced that one of hi s 
"shepherds" was present. The fact that he was in at
tendance necessarily implies that he condoned what 
was taking place in regards to the program presented 
by the instrumental group from the Landmark con
gregation. 

From the news section of a denominatio nal 
church bulletin this announcement was made regard
ing a "COMMUNITY REVIVAL - UNITED IN 
CHRIST." "United in Purpose, United in Prayer, 
United in Purity, United in Power. " This event was 
conducted at the "First Assembly of God, Friendshi p 
Road during the dates of April 14-April 17, 2008." 
On Monday night of the four night series the 
preacher from the "East Tallassee Church of Chri st" 
was scheduled to speak during the "Community 
Revival. " I wou ld not have mentioned this event had 
it not been for the reason that the East Tallassee 

church participates in the local annual Thanksgiving 
Community Service and has allowed a denomina
tional preacher to speak in this service in their 
building. There is nothing inherently wrong in 
preaching in denominational buildings during an as
sembly but we must be careful not to compromise 
the truth by our actions. I have spoken twice to a 
Methodist Men's Club in two different cities where I 
have preached, and I spoke on the subjects of "The 
dangers of modernism in re ligion and the Bible as 
being the onl y authority in religious matters" and, 
"The meaning of the Restoration Movement." 

"H ere in Nashville at Otter Creek, we have what 
some are cal ling "Vespers"- an attempt to put to 
work some of t he spiritual disciplines in a church set
ting. It is a qu iet meditative time which begins with a 
couple of hymns, prayer, a period of silence together 
(that is hard to get used to at first), reading of scrip
tures according to the church calendar (we are now 
in Easter time), maybe more silence and a short com-
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ment by someone (male or female) about the scrip
tures read. Following that is a Psalm sung "cantor" 
style by a male or female, and visits to at least three 
stations set up which complement the theme of the 
evening and the scriptures read. At the stations, one 
may pray, journal, meditate on scriptures or prayers, 
be blessed by an elder or any number of other quiet 
activities. Often communion is one of the stations. 
For example, on Ash Wednesday, a blessing and 
marking with ashes is one station. Another station 
might be a paper with a call to action fitting scrip
tures read. Quiet music plays in the background as 
people move from one station to the other. Those 
who do not wish to go to the stations may sit in the 
pew and meditate on scriptures and pictures being 
shown on the screens. The evening ends with con
gregational praise singing. 

Vespers is offered in the sanctuary as an alterna
tive to other classes happening in the building. It is a 
time when we all slow down, meditate and go out re
freshed- that's. a good Wednesday evening." 

I found this news item written by a member of 
the Otter Creek congregation on the blog of Mike 
Cope {April 10, 2008) when different ones were de
scribing what their home congregation did during 
their Wednesday Bible study period. Granted that 
some differences can be found on how congregations 
conduct their mid-week Bible study period, but we 
must be careful that we do not include some prac
tices that are completely foreign to the teaching of 
the New Testament. Some of our liberal brethren are 
observing special holidays more like Easter, Lent, 
Ash Wednesday (having ashes placed on your fore
head), having solos in their assemblies, even serving 
the Lord's Supper on days other than the first day of 
the week, and having instrumental music playing in 
the background during an assembly. 

The GracePointe Church (a church of Christ} in 
Montgomery, Ala., listed on their website the speak
ers for their Wednesday night series during the 
month of July the following men and a woman: 

July 2- Brad Sullivan (Vaughn Park) 
July 9 - Adrianna Reddick (9-11 survivor and 

witness) 
July 16 -John Michael VanDyke (Christ Church 

Anglican) 
July 23 - Don Campbell (Hunter Hills) 
July 30- Cory Smith (Woodland Methodist} 
It is to be understood that the lady (her religious 

affiliation is not mentioned) on July 9 will be speaking 
to the same audience that the men will be addressing. 
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You will also note that two of the speakers are from 
different denominations. It has been the custom of 
this congregation to have denominational preachers 
to be with them on various occasions. A diversity of 
doctrines and practices would not be a problem with 
these brethren in the selecting of speakers. 

There are degrees of distances among various 
congregations as to how far they have travelled and 
are traveling down the wrong road that leads to a 
complete apostasy from the church of the Lord as 
found in the last will and testament of Jesus Christ. 
But it is evident that we are witnessing a major divi
sion occurring in our brotherhood. The charge that 
the apostle Paul gave to Timothy needs to be heeded 
today by gospel teachers/preachers: 

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out 
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will 
come whey they will not endure sound doc
trine, but according to their own desires, 
because they have itching ears, they will heap 
up for themselves teachers; and they will 
turn their ears away from the truth, and be 
turned aside to fables (2 Tim. 4:1-4 ). 

And for faithful elders of the church: 
Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all 
the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd the church 
of God which He purchased with His own 
blood. For I know this, that after my depar
ture savage wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the flock. And also among your
selves men will rise up, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away the disciples after 
themselves (NKJV, Acts 20:28-30). 

1204 Kingston Green Dr. 
Prattville, AL 36037 

Bosw-ell-Hardentan 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music in the Worship 
conducted in the Ryman Auditorium Nashville, Tennessee 

May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 

FF 



(This is the last in a series of an article written by ]. W. McGarvey, a fantastic teacher in a former generation. 
Brother McGarvey was an elegant writer whose logic was impeccable. McGarvey knew the Word of God is iner
rant and gives to us the testimony of jesus. His earnest plea was for the Bible as the sole authority in religion, 
and the only hope of mankind.) 

Inspiration of the Apostles 
By J. W. McGarvey (deceased) 

Of the inspiration of the Apostles, those who 
have accepted the deduction already 
reached in this essay need no better proof 

and can have none better than the statements of the 
Apostles themselves; seeing they are proved to be re
liable in their statements even in regard to miracu
lous events. Their statements show that Christ, pre
vious to his death, promised to bestow upon the 
Twelve such an impartation of the Holy Spirit, that 
when called on to answer for themselves before 
earthly rulers they should not be anxious as to how 
or what they should speak; that they should not even 
premeditate; but that the Holy Spirit would give 
them in that hour what they should say: "For," said 
he, "it is not you that speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father who speaketh in you." He told them also, 
without special reference to their arraignment before 
rulers, that the Spirit would bring all things to their 
remembrance which he had spoken to them, and 
guide them into all the truth. As sure as those prom
ises were fulfilled, when we read what the Apostles 
said and wrote after the fulfillment, we must receive 
it as not coming from them alone, but from the Spirit 
of God, with whom there can be no falsehood or 
mistake. To speak of a lapse of memory in the writ
ing is to deny the fulfillment of the promise. 

That these promises were fulfilled, we are as
sured by the author of Acts of Apostles, who was a 
witness of much that he records, and a reliable re
porter of all. They began to be fulfilled on the first 
Pentecost after the resurrection, and the process con
tinued throughout the lives of the Apostles, the Spirit 
constantly giving evidence of his continued presence 
in them by signs and wonders which accompanied 
their preaching. In addition to the evidence of this 
writer, we have that of some of the Apostles them
selves in their Epistles. Even in the four great epistles 
of Paul, which unbelievers acknowledge to be genu
ine, and to have been written by an honest man, 

there are repeated allusions to miracles which he 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, and a most positive dec
laration that he received directly from the Spirit, in 
words taught by it, things which he revealed to his 
fellowmen. These miracles were his own acts, in re
gard to the reality of which he could not be mis
taken, and therefore he either made false representa
tions, which would nullify the admission of his hon
esty, or the miracles were real, and his claim to inspi
ration as real as the miracles which attested it. The 
same is true of the other Apostles. Believers, there
fore, stand on the established fact, that the writers of 
the New Testament, so many as were Apostles, wrote 
under the guidance of the Spirit of God, and that as a 
consequence they wrote without error on all the sub
jects within the range of their official utterances. As 
to those writers who were not apostles, they belong 
to the class to which the Apostles imparted a mea
sure of the Spirit which they themselves possessed, 
and we believe that they also were inspired. It is true 
that Luke, who is one of these, claims to have ac
quired knowledge of what he writes concerning 
Jesus by careful inquiry from the eye-witnesses; but 
this, instead of being a denial of his own inspiration, 
as some have affirmed, only shows that he employed 
the natural means of gaining knowledge. It does not 
touch the question as to his guidance by the Spirit in 
discriminating between the true and the false, and in 
writing with proper accuracy that which he had 
learned. 

The evidence of the inspiration of the Old Testa
ment rests on somewhat different ground. The 
prophets all assert in some form their own inspira
tion, and their assertions are abundantly supported 
by the fulfillment of their predictions. The historical 
and poetical writers, as a rule, make no such claim, 
though their books contain many internal evidences 
of inspiration, which, in an elaborate discussion of 
the subject, it would be proper to set forth. The most 
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conclusive evidence, however, in reference to them 
all, is found in statements of the New Testament, and 
in this essay we shall content ourselves with present
ing these: 

a. Passages from nearly all the prophetic books of 
the Old Testament are quoted in the New as having 
been fulfilled by events in the career of Christ or in 
that of the Church. These citations were made, not 
to prove the inspiration of the prophets, but, being 
made to persons who believed the prophets, they 
were intended to show that the events which fulfilled 
them were brought about in accordance with the 
predetermined purpose and foreknowledge of God. 
But while they were made for this purpose, they also 
prove the inspiration of the prophets, seeing that 
only by direct inspiration could the latter have re
vealed the purpose and foreknowledge of God. So, 
then, these citations serve the double purpose of 
confirming the claims of Jesus, and proving the in
spiration of the prophets. Some of them, it is true, 
are not predictions, but sayings of the prophets 
which found fulfillment as proverbs are fulfilled; but 
a sufficient number of them are actual predictions to 
answer the purpose of our argument. The fulfill
ments are obvious to our own understanding, and 
the recognition of them by Jesus and the Apostles as
sures us that our understanding does not mislead us. 

b. As to the other books of the Old Testament, 
they are so quoted that their inspiration is either ex
pressly or indirectly affirmed. Jesus quotes from 
Genesis the concluding verse in the account of the 
creation of woman, as the word of God (Matt. 19:4-
5), and this it could not have been if the writer had 
not been divinely inspired. He quotes from Exodus 
the fifth commandment of the Decalogue, as both 
the word of Moses and the commandment of God 
(Mark 7:8-10); and it could have been neither had it 
not been written by Moses through revelation from 
God. He quotes a passage from Deuteronomy as the 
first of all the commandments, and one from Leviti
cus as the second (Mark 12:28-31, cf. Deut. 6:4; Lev. 
19:8). He affirms that the words in Exodus, repre
sented as spoken by God to Moses at the burning 
bush, were the real words of God, and the book 
from which he quotes them he calls the book of 
Moses (Mark 12:26). Some of the Psalms are quoted 
in the same way. Jesus quotes one with the formula, 
"David said in the Holy Spirit" (Mark 12:35), thus 
affirming both its authorship by David and David's 
inspiration. Peter quotes another Psalm, says that 
David wrote it, calls David a prophet, and says that 
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he wrote the passage concerning the resurrection of 
the Christ (Acts 2:24-31); while all the Apostles unit
edly declare that God spoke through the Holy Spirit 
by the mouth of his servant David, their father, in the 
second Psalm (Acts 4:24-27). 

c. Besides these citations from particular books 
with the assertion of their inspiration, both Jesus and 
the Apostles make general statements of the same 
import concerning groups of books, and concerning 
the Old Testament as a whole. Jesus rebuked his dis
ciples for not believing what the prophets had writ
ten about himself, and, "beginning from Moses and 
all the prophets, he interpreted in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself" (Luke 24:25-27). He 
afterward said to the Twelve, "All things must needs 
be fulfilled which are written in the law of Moses, 
and the prophets, and the Psalms, concerning me" 
(Luke 24:44 ). But what things could have been writ
ten in any of these books concerning him, things 
which were prophetic and must be fulfilled, unless 
their authors wrote by divine inspiration? Again, 
Jesus rebuked his enemies for their unbelief, and said 
to them, "Think not that I will accuse you to the Fa
ther; there is one that will accuse you, even Moses, 
on whom ye have set your hope. For if ye believed 
Moses ye would have believed me; for he wrote of 
me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye 
believe my words?" Uohn 5:45-4 7). Here he not 
only recognizes certain writings as the writings of 
Moses, the very writings undoubtedly which his 
hearers ascribed to Moses; but he asserts that Moses 
wrote of him. But Moses could not have written of 
him fifteen hundred years before he was born, unless 
he wrote by inspiration. Jesus probably refers in this 
citation more particularly to the passage in Deuter
onomy, which the Apostle Peter also quotes and as
cribes to Moses (Acts 3:22-23), and which inspira
tion alone could have enabled him to write. 

Passing by other citations which might be made, 
we content ourselves with a single one from the 
Apostle Paul, the well-known declaration, "Every 
scripture inspired of God, is also profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness," etc. If this passage were isolated, it 
would have no special bearing on our proposition; 
but it is immediately preceded by the remark to 
Timothy, "From a child thou hast known the sacred 
writings, which are able to make thee wise unto sal
vation through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 
3:15-17). This shows that the scriptures of which he 
speaks are those in which Timothy had been 



instructed, and these were unquestionably our 
present Old Testament scriptures. These Paul repre
sents as "inspired of God"; and that he believed 
them to be so is obvious not only from this passage, 
but from the way in which he cites them throughout 
his writings. Indeed, nothing is more certain than 
that Paul and all the Apostles regarded the Old Testa
ment as a collection of inspired writings, and this 
alone should settle the question with all who regard 
the Apostles as inspired men. 

In concluding this part of my argument, it may 
not be amiss to say, that in nothing which I have read 
from the pens of critics unfavorable to my conclu
sions, have I observed more sophistical reasoning 
than in their treatment of passages in the New Testa
ment which are relied on to prove the inspiration of 
the Old. This is notably the case in the works of 
some writers who claim full faith in the infallibility 
of Jesus Christ. 

We have now stated the grounds on which we re
ceive the Bible as the word of God; and as we stand 
on the pinnacle of our last evidence, the inspiration 
of its writers, and look back over the field which we 
have traversed, every step which we have taken ap
pears safer, and every part of the ground on which 
we have stood appears firmer. We can now see, as we 
could not so clearly see at first, why it is that a mere 
education in the Christian faith fixes that faith so 
deeply in the soul that it can seldom be eradicated. It 
is because the sacred books were intended by their 
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author to have just such a power. An eminent unbe
liever pours out the bitterness of a soul that has lost 
this faith in these mournful words: "I would gladly 
give away all that I am, and all I ever may become, all 
the years, every one of them, which may be given me 
to live, for but one week of my old child's faith, to go 
back to calm and peace again, and then to die in 
hope. Oh, for one look of the blue sky, as it looked 
then when we called it heaven." Why did it not ap
pear to the unhappy man that a faith so pure and 
heavenly must have come from God? 

We can now see more clearly why a large major
ity of the more learned and wise and good of every 
land where the Bible has been known have believed 
it to be the word of God, and have so taught their 
children; why it is that belief in the Bible has made 
those who have lived consistently with their faith the 
best and purest of human kind; why it is that in read
ing the Bible there is constantly felt by the good a 
sense of its truthfulness; why it is that its central fig
ure is a character which no man or set of men could 
have conceived or portrayed without help from 
God; and why it is that the Bible, though assailed by 
powerful foes in a long succession of ages, and often 
betrayed by those who had been its friends, has come 
down to our age with a constantly increasing multi
tude of the good and the brave who proclaim it the 
word of God, and who send it over land and sea to 
gladden the nations who have been perishing with
out it. We all understand why a mysterious provi
dence, mysterious no longer, has so wonderfully pre
served its text from corruption; and why it is that 
links of evidence, which might have been lost but for 
that same providence, have been preserved so that 
we can trace its books, so far as need be, to the very 
men in remote ages who wrote them, and that we 
can test the truthfulness of these writers to our deep
est satisfaction. It is all because the Bible is Gad-in
spired. 

IV. Grounds on Which We Receive the Bible 
as the Only Rule of Faith and Pradice. 

We now pass to the last division of our subject, the 
grounds on which we regard the Bible as the only 
rightful rule to direct the faith, and to control the 
conduct of men; in other words, the grounds on 
which we hold it to be the only rightful creed and 
book of discipline for the church. We receive it thus, 
because it was given to us by God for this very pur
pose. The fact that it is from God makes it our duty 
to believe it, even though nothing were said of this 
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duty in the book itself; and the same fact makes it 
our duty to observe all the precepts in it which are 
addressed to us. But we are not left to inferences, 
however necessary, for a knowledge of this duty; it is 
set forth clearly in the book itself. At the close of the 
opening sermon of Jesus concerning his kingdom, it 
is declared that men stand or fall before God, as they 
hear and do, or hear and do not the sayings of Jesus. 
He declared to his apostles when sending them forth, 
"He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that 
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me." He also as
sured them that during the regeneration, while he 
should be sitting on his throne, they should sit on 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel; 
and consequently, we find them, from Pentecost on
ward, speaking as ambassadors of Christ, and requir
ing obedience from all the disciples. Among the last 
words of the chief man of the Twelve are these: 
"This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write 
to you, and in both of them I stir up your sincere 
mind by putting you in remembrance that you 
should remember the words that were spoken before 
by the holy prophets, and the commandment of the 
Lord and Savior through your apostles." But why ar
gue a proposition which is not disputed? All whore
ceive the Bible as the word of God agree that it is a 
divinely appointed rule of faith and conduct. They 
agree that if a man denies any part of the Bible, inter
polated passages excepted, he is to that extent un
sound in the faith; if he refuses to obey any precept 
among those now binding, he is to that extent sinful; 
and that in both cases he is to be dealt with accord
ingly by the church and by individual disciples. Be
lievers differ only as to the parts of the Scripture 
which should govern us now, and as to their exclu
siveness as a rule of discipline. 

Because the Old Testament was the God-given 
law of the old dispensation, and is still binding on 
the faith of Christians, many have concluded that 
it is still binding as our rule of conduct; but the 
New Testament makes it clear that this conclusion is 
erroneous. The voice of God in the scene of the 
transfiguration, proclaiming, in the presence of 
Moses the lawgiver and of Elijah the prophet, "This 
is my beloved Son; hear ye him," made Jesus not 
only the supreme, but the only lawgiver in the new 
dispensation. In compliance with this proclamation, 
we are taught by the Apostle Paul that while the law 
was our tutor to bring us to Christ, now that faith is 
come we are no longer under the tutor; that Christ 
has abolished, in his flesh, the law of commandments 
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contained in ordinances; that the first covenant, hav
ing been found defective, has vanished away and 
given place to the second. In this change from the 
old to the new, much of the old has been re-enacted, 
including all that was originally intended to be per
petual and universal. This part is binding now, not 
because it was in the Old, but because it is re-enacted 
in the new. The New Testament is, then, the divine 
rule of discipline under Christ; and our final ques
tion is, whether it is the only rule, whether it ex
cludes all rules devised by the wisdom of men. 

All Protestants agree that it is the only infallible 
rule, but many hold that we are at liberty to frame 
creeds and rules of discipline based on our own fal
lible judgment. This question has been decided for us 
by Jesus in deciding for the Jews one which involved 
the same principle. Their wise men, in the course of 
ages, had concluded that in addition to the law 
which God had given them, some other rules were 
important, if not indispensable; and they adopted 
such rules, one by one, until they accumulated a 
large body of them, which they styled the tradition 
of the elders. These they enforced on the consciences 
of the people, and Jesus was himself adjudged a sin
ner when he neglected to observe them. He dealt 
with these rules in a most summary manner. He first 
pointed out the fact that at least one of them made 
void a commandment of God; and, adopting the lan
guage of one of their prophets, he indignantly repu
diated the whole body of their tradition, and laid 
down a law to govern all such matters, in these, 
words: "In vain do they worship me, teaching as 
their doctrines the precepts of men." This rule pe
remptorily excludes from the realm of observance 
and faith in the church of God every precept of men; 
and it limits our worship and our teaching to that 
which God has appointed and taught. We are to 
stand fast in this freedom with which Christ has 
made its free, and not be entangled in any yoke of 
bondage under the rules and precepts of men. We are 
to repel as a usurpation any attempt, from whatever 
source, to bind on us any rule which our Lord has 
not given. 

With this rule of our King agree all the deduc
tions of human reason and experience. If we have an 
infallible rule which cannot mislead us, it is but a dic
tate of common sense to say that we have no use for 
a fallible rule on the same subject. Why should a 
merchant have two yard sticks, one of the standard 
length, and one a little longer or shorter? What hon
est man keeps two pairs of balances, one which he 



knows tO be correct, and o ne which may weigh 
heavier or lighter? W hy, then, should men who wish 
tO please God, both in what they do themselves and 
in what th ey enforce o n their brethren, make a fal
lible rule in addition ro the infallible one whjch God 
has given ? 

Is it said that we need fall ible rul es to aid us in 
explaining and enforcing the one that is infallible? 
We answer t hat it argues a want of faith in God to 
assume that the rule which he in his infinite wisdom 
has given demands any such help at ou r hands. It is 
certainly as easy ro enforce a rul e g iven by God as 
one given by men; and in enforcing the former, we 
have the consolatio n of knowing that we a re enfo rc
ing that about the lawfulness of which there can be 
no doubt. We cannot be misled if we fo llow this ru le, 
or do injustice if we enforce it. If it fai l ro accomplish 
some results which appear to irs desirable, we sha ll 
not be blamed for th e consequences; th e Lawgiver 
takes these o n himself. Certainly H e will not be, d is
pleased with us if we follow as best we can the rul e 
which he has given, and if at the same time we show 
our fai th in his w isdom by refusing to fo llow any 
other. 

Finally, that unity w hich C hr ist requires his 
church to maintain, and fo r which he offered a most 
earnest and touching prayer; that unity which is now 
so sadly broken, can never be re-estab lished on the 
basis of any human creed o r book of d isci pline. The 
past experience of C hris tendom, if it has demo n
strated anything, has clearly demonstrated th is. The 
"Apostles' Creed," the sho rtest one ever drafted, 
proved insufficient for this purpose, and it was suc
ceeded by others more elaborate. Every o ne of these 
has proved insufficient tO maintain unity among 
even its own adherents, as appears from the fact that 
every sect in C hristendom is more or less agitated by 
teachings that are heretical according tO its own stan
dards, and by acrimo nio us disputes as to the mean
ing of these standards on important po ints o f doc
trine and discipline . Dissatisfactio n is everywhere 
springing up and avowing itself, and many of the ea r
nest men in the creed-bound sects a re urging a return 
to the "Apostles' Creed," fo rgetting, apparently, th at 
it was tested lo ng ago and proved a broken reed to 
those who leaned upo n it. Surely this bitter experi
ence of fifteen centuries ought to have taught us all 
that the only way our o f present strife and into the 
uni ty which Christ demands and for which our own 
hearts cry out, is to return to the creed and book of 
discipline which Christ gave, and which the church 

maintained before its unity was broken. This is the 
only rule which a ll be lievers alike acknowledge, and 
it certa in ly furn ishes the o nly basis of union which is 
within our reach, as it is the only one which the Lord 
of the church has autho ri zed. We sho uld return to it, 
not wi th th e expectation th at even by the common 
adoptio n and enfo rcement of it all heresy or schism 
will o r can be avoided; for those cou ld nor be pre
vented even when this divine rule was being en
fo rced by inspired apostles; they are the unavoidable 
results of human depravity, and they wi ll never cease 
to tro uble us till all men shall become subject to the 
law of the Spirit of Christ; bu t if we seek to prevenr 
them by the enforcement, to the best of our ability, 
of the rule o f life which God has given, and lean no t 
ro ou r own understanding, we sha ll have do ne our 
duty, an d when the conflict is over the Captain of 
ou r salvation will say to us, "Well done. " 

Our fina l conclusion is, that the Bible is the only 
rule of fa ith and practice wh ich can be r ightly ac
cepted by C hristians, and that it is so because it is the 
word of God, and because it was given by God to 

serve this purpose. 
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What Is a Judea-Christian? 
By Jim Faughn 

Does the term Ornithorhynchus anatinuc 
mean anything to you? That is the scientific 
name for a strange looking animal known 

to most of us as the platypus (often called the duck
billed platypus). 

The platypus looks like an animal that was put 
together by some sort of sadistic committee. It has 
fur, four legs and other features of a mammal (and is 
classified as such), but it has a bill that looks like a 
duck's bill and it lays eggs like a duck and other 
birds. 

In their rush to combat secular humanism, mili
tant Islamists, political correctness, and other prin
ciples and ideas, many religious leaders, politicians 
and others have put together an intellectual platypus. 
In solemn tones, they tell us that our nation was 
founded upon Judeo-Christian principles and that 
these principles are worth preserving. In more ex
cited tones, they will tell us that our Judeo-Christian 
heritage is at stake and is worth fighting for. 

It seems ironic to me that, in an attempt to com
bat such things as political correctness, these people 
are, themselves, practitioners of a certain kind of po
litical correctness. The thinking seems to be that, 
since Jews and Christians all claim to worship the 
same God, they (we) have been lumped together in 
the public arena of ideas and discussion. 

However, before we adopt the language of the 
politicians, theologians, and others, it would seem 
logical to ask a very basic question - What, exactly, 
is a Judeo- Christian? 

There are some good corollary questions to this 
one. Here are a few that come to mind 

• Does a Judeo-Christian worship on Saturday 
or Sunday? 

• Does a J udeo-Christian live by the dictates of 
the Law of Moses or by the teaching found in the 
"perfect law of liberty" Oames 1:25)? 

• Does a Judeo-Christian celebrate the feasts and 
fasts found in the Old Testament or does he/she live 
as directed by the teachings of the New Testament 
(where, other than the Lord's day, there are no spe
cial observances to be found)? 

Of course there is one question that is conspicu-
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ous because of its omission from this short list. It is 
the most fundamental of all questions. Does a Judeo
Christian accept or reject the Deity of Jesus Christ? 

Have we forgotten that the first converts to 
Christ were Jews? Many of those who remained in 
the Jewish religion may have looked upon followers 
of Christ as members of a "sect" of Judaism (cf. Acts 
28:23). It is more than just a point of interest that, as 
Paul had opportunity to preach to these people, he 
"explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of 
God, persuading them concerning Jesus, from both 
the law of Moses and the Prophets" (Acts 28:23). 

Many religions teach admirable principles con
cerning morality, ethics, treatment of others, etc. All 
of us, regardless of nationality, race, economic status, 
educational attainment have a problem that can only 
be taken care of in one way and in ~ne name. Peter 
was speaking only of "the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth" (Acts 4: 10) when made the following dec
laration: "Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4: 12). 

Since the followers of Mohammed claim that 
their Allah is the same as the God whom we worship, 
I wonder how long will it be until some start refer
ring to our nation and traditions as Judeo-Christian
Islamic? 

Never mind. It is already happening! 
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Most of us have heard of people who are so 
open-minded that their brains fall out. I'm afraid 
that many in our day are so open-minded that their 
souls are lost. 

It must be remembered and taught that it is the 
kingdom that is to be delivered to God at Christ's 
coming {cf. 1 Cor. 15 :24). May we never get so 
caught up in the political correctness and unity in di
versity thinking of our day to the extent that we lose 
sight of that. 

2220 Washington 
Paducah, KY 42003 

jfaughn@comcast.net 

(We realize that a dictionary definition of "J udeo
Christian" is: "having historical roots in both Juda
ism and Christianity," and we know the Old Testa
ment contains anti-types with types in the New Testa
ment. Many of the events in the Old Testament fore
shadow things in the New Testament. So, there is a 
sense in which saints have roots in both Testaments. 
Still, brother Faughn's point is that we are not bound 
by ceremonial laws of the Old Testament, but by the 
Law of Christ, which is the New Testament, which is 
well taken. Thank you, brother Faughn, for stimulat
ing our thoughts.) ~ 

Homosexuality and Religion 
Published in The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times 

and The Washington Times - June 5, 2008 

W thin the perspective of the nation's Cul
tural War, Americans felt the full force of 
two actions favoring the homosexual 

movement in May 2008. Same-sex "marriage" is 
now being imposed upon the nation by government 
fiat. 

On May 15, 2008, California's Supreme Court 
declared the unconstitutionality of Proposition 22 -
ignoring the voices of 61 o/o of California voters who 
approved the measure in 2000- and all other Cali
fornia statutes restricting marriage to the union of 
one man and one woman and imposed homosexual 
"marriage" on the Golden State. 

Concomitantly, New York Governor David 
Patterson unilaterally ordered all government agen
cies to revamp their rules, procedures, and regula
tions so as to show legal recognition to same-sex 
"marriages" contracted outside the state. 

A. The Acceptance of Same-Sex "Marriage" Is 
Incompatible with Christianity 

1) Diverging Views on Reality and the Natural 
Order 

Secularism's profound divergence from a Chris
tian worldview anchored in reality lies at the root of 
this clash. 

When man's understanding of a thing corre
sponds to reality, it is true. When it does not, we 
have error which can be the result of an intellectual 

mistake, a whim, or an ideological bond that de
forms our perception. In such cases, we detach our
selves from reality and attach ourselves to an illusory, 
utopian understanding of the thing. 

2) Lead to Different Concepts of Marriage, Fam
ily, and Society 

Few issues illustrate the divergence between the 
secularist and the Christian worldviews as does 
today's cultural battle over marriage. Secularists ac
cept same-sex "marriage," while denying the specific 
reality of marriage, rooted in nature. They deny that 
the self-evident biological, physiological and psycho
logical differences between men and women find 
their complementarity in marriage, just as they deny 
that the specific primary purpose of marriage is the 
perpetuation of the human race and the raising of 
children. 

This strictly natural concept of marriage is sus
tained by the Old and New Testaments. 

We read in the Book of Genesis: "God created 
man in His image; in the Divine image he created 
him; male and female He created them. God blessed 
them, saying: 'Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it"' (Genesis 1:28-29)'. The same was 
taught by Our Savior Jesus Christ: "From the begin
ning of the creation, God made them male and fe
male. For this cause a man shall leave his father and 
mother; and shall cleave to his wife" (Mark 10:6-7). 
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Rejection of the Christian worldview is secular
ism's negative, destructive aspect. Its "positive" aspect 
is the utopia of a society without moral restraints in 
which marriage and the family have been redefined. 

3) Utopian Societies and Loss of Freedom 
History is a great teacher. In the twentieth cen

tury, Nazism and communism showed the world 
that, when society loses its moorings in the natural 
order and gives itself over to utopias, the inevitable 
result is dictatorship. This dictatorship can take 
many forms and be exercised from the halls of gov
ernment, party headquarters, judicial chambers, or 
media outlets. 

4) A Threat to Religion and Freedom 
We should· not delude ourselves. Over the past 

decades, America has witnessed a rising tide of laws, 
decrees, regulations, and judicial decisions that favor 
homosexuality on one ha~d, and hinder and punish 
those who oppose them for reasons of faith and con
science on the other. 

Shortly after the California Supreme Court legal
ized same-sex "marriage," Prof. David R. Carlin ob
served: 

The Christian moral system is no minor 
part of Christianity, any more than the 
heart or lungs are minor parts of the human 
body. Overthrow the Christian moral sys
tem and you will have overthrown Chris
tianity itself. Therefore, those who are 
pushing for the institution of same-sex mar
riage are ipso facto pushing for the elimina
tion of the Christian religion. 

By legalizing same-sex "marriage," the State be
comes its official and active promoter. It calls on 
public officials to officiate at the new civil ceremony, 
orders public schools to teach its acceptability to 
children, and punishes any state employee who ex
presses disapproval. 

In the private sphere, objecting parents will soon 
see their children exposed more than ever to this 
new "morality," businesses offering wedding services 
will be forced to provide them for same-sex unions, 
and rental property owners will have to agree to ac
cept same-sex couples as tenants. 

In any situation where marriage affects society, 
the State will expect Christians and all people of 
good will to betray their consciences by condoning, 
through silence or act, an attack on Divine law and 
the natural order. 

Left unchecked, this anti-Christian trend will be
come an unprecedented assault on the First Amend-
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ment and our American way of life that we do not 
hesitate to call persecution. 

5) Legalization of Same-Sex "Marriage" Creates 
a Terrible Problem of Conscience 

As the homosexual revolution's anti-Christian 
intolerance makes itself felt through increasingly per
secutory measures, a terrible problem of conscience 
arises in any who resist: Should we follow our con
sciences? Should we give in? 

For believers in God, like ourselves, the condon
ing of same-sex "marriage" would be tantamount to 
a renunciation of Faith. 

6) Moral Acceptance of Same-Sex "Marriage" Is 
Tantamount 'to the Denial of Divine Revelation 

As Prof. Carlin pointed out, the Christian moral 
system is an essential part of Christianity. Religious 
dogma and morality are founded on Divine Revela
tion and therefore must be accepted by virtue of the 
supreme authority of God, Who guarantees their 
truthfulness and goodness. The same God Who re
vealed truths on what we must believe also revealed 
truths on how we are to live. 

Therefore, when a believer in God rejects a truth 
in moral matters that is clearly contained in Revela
tion, he rejects the Divine authority that guarantees 
that truth and the whole supernatural basis of the 
Faith. 

Now, Divine Revelation, and the moral sense of 
the Christian people clearly condemn homosexual 
acts. Thus, to deny the intrinsic evilness of the ho
mosexual act, and, even more, to recognize it as wor
thy of practice or acceptance in the social order is to 
contradict expressly Divine Revelation (and the pre
cepts of natural law). P.O. Box 690192 
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In the Foundation (Christ) 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

W hosoever cometh to me, and 
heareth my sayings, and 
doeth them, I will shew you to 

whom he is like: He is like a man which 
built an house, and digged deep, and laid 
the foundation on a rock: and when the 
flood arose, the strea,m beat vehemently 
upon that house, and could not shake it: for 
it was founded upon a rock. But he that 
heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that 
without a foundation built an house upon 
the earth; against which the stream did beat 
vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the 
ruin of that house was great. 

Foundation is the basis upon which a thing 
stands. If it is faulty, the superstructure cannot en
dure. Undergirding is critical. Weak, flabby, soft, and 
vacillating basics cannot support the structure. To 
build upon unconfined sand is foolish because the 
sand will shift and the system will fall. 

Foundation and building are sometimes used in 
the Bible to describe God and his people. One of the 
best known examples is in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah, chapter twenty-eight. The prophet rebukes 
the nation for its disregard of God and its depen
dence upon the waning and waxing kingdoms of 
men. His reference to foundation comes as a sur
prtse. 

He called the nation's glorious beauty a "fading 
flower," and foretells destruction and misery. God 
promised that an evil nation of naked power would 
sweep down on Judea and the people would be 
taught "with stammering lips and another tongue." 
They refused the gracious and edifying words of 
God's appointed teacher and, therefore, would learn 
a harsh lesson by unfamiliar and unknown words. 
The message was, If you cannot be taught the easy 
way, you will be forced to learn the hard way. 

The bullheaded men of Jerusalem thought they 
could find safety and protection by applying to 
Babylon as a defense against Egypt, and Egypt as a 
defense against Babylon. They were playing the dip
lomatic, political game. If they could turn Babylon 
and Egypt against one another, the two world pow
ers would destroy each other. The Jewish nation 

would survive to pick up the pieces and claim the 
victory. The stiff-necked rulers of the people had a 
plan. Isaiah's good advice was to them like the wind 
blowing. They answered the prophet's rebuke by 
saytng: 

We have made a covenant with death, and 
with hell are we at agreement; when the 
overflowing scourge shall pass through, it 
shall not come unto us: for we have made 
lies our refuge, and under falsehood have 
we hid ourselves (Isa. 28:15). 

Now comes the surprise - the prophet an-
swered: 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Be
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste (Isa. 28:16). 

The "therefore" refers to the contemptuous chal
lenge of the rulers of Israel to the prophet's words of 
warning. God's response to their obstinate refusal to 
heed the prophet's inspired advice was, I will build 
upon a sure foundation a place of safety and a harbor 
of refuge. Believers "shall not make haste." They will 
not run from any terror. They will not be dismayed 
nor disturbed. 

Isaiah then returns to his warning, saying, 
Judgment also will I lay to the line, and 
righteousness to the plummet: and the hail 
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the 
waters shall overflow the hiding place. And 
your covenant with death shall be disan
nulled, and your agreement with hell shall 
not stand; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 
down by it (Isa. 28:17-18). 

When danger threatens and divine retribution is 
promised, God points to a mighty buckler, a strong 
tower of refuge, but does not turn from his wrath. 
The unspeakable wickedness of rejecting the provi
sion God makes for the safety of his people is a sin so 
heinous that it provokes renewed and stronger warn
ings of the judgment and wrath to come. 

The promise of a foundation stone - tested, 
precious and sure - points to the Messiah in whom 
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is deliberate peace. Some say the reference is to Jeho
vah and others say it represents restored Jerusalem, 
but the question is settled for Bible believers by the 
New Testament application of these words to Jesus. 

Peter says that Jesus is "a living stone, disallowed 
indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious" 
(1 Pet. 1:4 ). 

The apostle then quotes the ancient words of 
Isaiah and applies them to Jesus, "Wherefore also it 
is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a 
chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that 
believeth on him shall not be confounded (1 Pet. 
1:6). 

Paul says: ''As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a 
stumblingstone and rock of offense: and whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed" (Rom. 9:33). 

What Peter calls an elect and precious corner
stone, Paul says is "a stumblingstone and a rock of 
offense." Jesus is the invaluable corner~foundation
stone for believers who rest easy in his service, but he 
is an offense and cause for stumbling for those who 
do not accept him and his claims, or who doubt his 
cause and his cross. 

The original promise was sandwiched between a 
rebuke and a warning of coming destruction. Simeon 
said of the baby Jesus, "this child is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against." 

Jesus is either a savor of life unto life or he is a 
savor of death unto death (2 Cor. 2:16). If we hear 
the words of God, that Jesus authorized and brought 
to us, we have abundant life; if we will not hear and 
obey God's revelation, we perish. Jesus will be one 
or the other to every person. Whether it is for us life 
or it is death depends upon our response to his 
teaching, and that decides if we build upon rock or 
sand. 

The modern church has no problems with Egypt 
and Babylon, of course, but does have difficulties of 
another kind. There is an indisposition on the part of 
some professed believers today to give full credit to 
the Bible and be obedient to the conditions of the 
New Covenant. 

The warning of God sounds once again - this 
time from the inspired page - and cautions us that if 
we do not hear and do God's words we are building 
on a faulty foundation and the house will suffer a 
great and final fall. Jesus said, "He that rejecteth me, 
and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day" Oohn 12:48). 
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We are told that at the end of the world God will 
make a final judgment, sending the saved to heaven 
and the damned to hell. 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire (Rev. 20:12-15). 

God is grieved when his creatures will not hear 
and do his words. Jesus learned obedience by the 
things which he suffered. He is the author of eternal 
salvation "to them that obey him" (He b. 5: 8-9). 

The ancient message might well be repeated: 

Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye 
· scornful men, that rule this people which is 
in Jerusalem. Because ye have said, We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell 
are we at agreement; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, it shall not come 
unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, 
and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 
Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Be
hold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste (lsa. 28:14-16). 

Humans are too often stiff-necked and uncir
cumcised in heart and ears. They are puffed with 
pride and will not humble themselves under the up
lifted and mighty hand of God. Destruction and mis
ery are certain to befall them. They will fall and great 
will be that fall. Still, there is hope and safety for the 
few who are willing to hear and do. They build upon 
a sure foundation and shall never be destroyed. 

Jesus is the Foundation of Peace and Redemption 

The imagery of a mighty foundation stone was taken 
from the practice of Oriental kings to put enormous 
foundation-stones at the corners of buildings. So
lomon in the building of the temple, we are told, 
"commanded, and they brought great stones, costly 
stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of 
the house." 

George Rawlinson (The Pulpit Commentary, Vol. 



10, p. 450) says of the excavation of Solomon's 
temple, "Some of those [stones] uncovered at the cor
ners of Solomon's temple by the Palestine Exploration 
Fund are more than thirty-eight feet long, and weigh 
above a hundred tons." It was an amazing feat of en
gineering skill for ancient workers to place such colos
sal stones as foundational corners of the temple. 

These massive stones cannot be easily moved. 
One writer describes how wandering tribes of savage 
Arabs try to move the great stones of Baalbec - a 
wonder of unfinished architecture. They come with 
crowbars and levers to the great stone bedded where 
it has been for centuries and cannot move it one 
hair' s-breadth. 

No wonder the Spirit caused Isaiah to use such 
an eloquent example of immovable strength to rep
resent the Lord's Christ. Paul said, "For other foun
dation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ" (1 Cor. 3: 11). 

Jesus is our sure foundation. Paul wrote: 
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; And are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone; In whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are 
builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit (Eph. 2: 19-22). 
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We are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets in the sense that they point to and tell 
us about Jesus. "Other foundation can no man lay 
than that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus" {1 Cor. 
3: 11). Inspired writers tell us of Jesus- of his works 
and his words. This knowledge becomes the founda
tion of our faith and hope. 

We believe because Jesus fulfilled prophecy. We 
believe because Jesus was born of a woman who had 
never known a man. We believe because Jesus rose 
from the dead. We believe because he now sits upon 
the throne of the universe and upholds all things by 
the word of his power. We believe because his prom
ise to come again will not fail. 

Because we believe, Jesus is the foundation upon 
which we build. Every saved person becomes a living 
stone, and each of these stones is a building block to 
erect a house of God founded upon the rock of our 
salvation. 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiri
tual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained 
in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief 
corner stone, elect, precious: and he that 
believeth on him shall not be confounded 
(1 Pet 2:5 -6). 

Jesus is the Foundation for Protedion Against Sin 
"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him" (2 Cor. 5 :21). Notice: Jehovah made Jesus to 
be sin for us, but Jesus knew no sin; that we might be 
righteous. 

Jesus was pure. He was made sin; not a sinner, 
but sin, that is, a sin-offering, a sacrifice for sin. The 
purpose of all this: that we might be righteous before 
God in him, that is, might be justified freely by the 
grace of God through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus. 

By Jesus we have access by faith into the grace 
were we stand (Rom. 5 :2). Through Jesus the com
mandments of the everlasting God are made known 
for the "obedience of faith" (Rom. 16:26). There is 
no ailment of the human spirit more deadly and dis
turbing than is the working of sin in us. "For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Nothing is more dreadful than to know that 
death is the currency with which sin always pays her 
followers. Separation from all that is good, proper, 
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noble, honest, virtuous, and clean is the penalty we 
must suffer and the payment sin always gives. There 
is no greater nor more crying need than the assurance 
of salvation from sin. Jesus is the sure foundation of 
our certainty of salvation and hope of heaven. "H e 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 

Jesus Is the Foundation for Security 

When the storm-clouds of life darken the sun, the 
believer has no fear. H e turns his eyes to the Christ 
of Calvary, now enthroned and glorified, and is satis
fi ed. He does not make haste. When people know 
that a fire is raging or a hurricane is coming, they are 
alarmed and work feverishly to get out of harms way. 
They make haste. The believer in Jesus is at leisure. 
He has time and is in no hurry. If the specter of death 
hangs over him, he is at ease. 

If everything goes wrong and every person op
poses him, still he holds to the unchanging hand of 
the Lord of Glory and his calm eyes reflect no fear. 
H e does not have to run because he is God's child 
and stands upon the everlasting foundation of Jesus, 
his brother. Jehovah lays in Zion a foundation stone. 
Build upon that, and neither the tempest of earthly 
calamities, changes, disappointments, sorrows, 
losses, nor the solemn final retribution and judg
ment, shall touch us. "Judgment also will I lay to the 
line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail 
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
shall overflow the hiding place" (lsa. 28: 17). 

Salvation 
• W hat must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- john 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience - )ames 2:14·26 

• Repent - Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Malt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism - M ark 16 :1 6; Acts 22 :1 6 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial - immersion - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:1 2; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be fai thful- Rev. 2 :10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost- 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:1 9 
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Jesus Is the Foundation for Knowledge 

H e is the basis of our knowledge of God, and of our
selves, of duty, and the relations between the p resent 
and the future. He gives us the small knowledge we 
have of the wonderful secrets that lie beyond the 
tomb. You cannot know Jehovah except by the un
derstanding you have of Jesus. "If ye had known me, 
ye should have known my Father also: and from 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him" (John 
14:7) . We see God in J esus. We hear God in the 
words of Jesus. If we know anything about God, it is 
due to Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Is the Foundation for Right living 

We have no absolute understanding of what is good 
and pure apart fro m J esus and his example. When 
we try to decide the good and the bad on the basis of 
how we feel or what we think, we will perish. "There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death." 

If we try to decide morality by consensus, we will 
wind up approving everything fro m abortion to ho
mosexuality to zombies. Values Clarification, so 
popular in public schools in America, is an attempt 
to decide morality by majority vote. It is akin to 
mob-rule. The teen-age gangs that plague our mod
ern cities show what can happen when morals are 
defined by uninformed opinion. We need an absolute 
rule book. One that cannot be wrong. An objective 
guide that shows us the straightened and narrow 
path of pure morality. It can be fou nd only in Christ 
and his word. "Nevertheless, whereto we have al
ready attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us 
mind the same thing." 

Jesus is the only adequate foundation for our 
fa ith and hope because he is "a tr ied stone." Jesus 
and his gospel have been hatefull y opposed and vig
orously tested fo r 2,000 years. Enemies of the cross 
(who sometimes think of themselves as the world 's 
benefactors) have done their level best to destroy all 
respect for Jesus. The attacks have been vicious and 
insidious, but they have failed. Many an atheist has 
delivered what he considered to be a death-blow to 
the Bible and pronounced it to be incapable of sur
vival, only to go down to h is grave without hope, 
and the Bible rises to new heights of populari ty. 

The Bible continues to be the world 's best seller. 
It is the most read and accepted book to ever appear 
on the world market. Truth will rise from the ashes 
to gain new heights of influe nce. Though often cast 
down, the Bible continues and continues. Its popu-



larity after all the years of abuse demonstrates its di
vine nature. The anvil of God's truth rings out, and 
the hammers of infidelity that beat upon it are worn 
and discarded. 

Another testing of Jesus and his word is the ex
perience of all who have trusted him and leaned 
upon his teaching. Human experience is never proof 
of divine function. We do not, in this day, experience 
God nor have personal interaction with his Son or 
the Holy Spirit. Still, the true believer can say with 
emphasis that to follow the teaching of Jesus is al
ways best. 

It is never wrong, nor does it bring regret, to tell 
the truth. No person who was faithful to the mar
riage vow ever felt remorse nor suffered AIDS (that 
is if the mate was also faithful). To do good and be
have wisely does not cause breast-beating repen
tance. To follow the teaching of the Son of God is 
the best test of the certitude and effectiveness of the 
gospel. To follow the ways of the world - grab all 
the gusto you can because you only go around once 
- leaves you with vacancy and dismay. 

-Heritage
What Will Yours Be? 

What will yours be? 
What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 
With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 
Firm Foundation, Legacy 

Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 

469-3540 • net 

No one ever went down to his grave sorrowful 
that he had followed Jesus; but many have made a 
departure from this life wishing they had not been 
victims of worldly wisdom. When the time comes for 
that sinking sensation, that suffocation, that dark
ness, that withering, if we have not lived for Jesus, it 
is a moment of heart-gripping alarm. 

If on the other hand, we have built upon the 
foundation of Christ, when the end of life comes, we 
have no regrets and no dread. We know that all is 
well with our soul and we gladly embrace the time of 
exit. The Jesus-foundation can stand either the at
tacks of opponents or the beauty of holiness. He is 
the tried foundation. 

Jesus Is a Precious Foundation 
Precious to Jehovah who laid it there at a great and 
real cost to himself - having given up his only be
gotten Son. The preciousness of the Jesus-founda
tion is best seen in the rigors and pain of 
Gethsemane. 

Who in the days of his flesh, when he had 
offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto him that was 
able to save him from death, and was heard 
in that he feared; Though he were a Son, 
yet learned he obedience by the things 
which he suffered; And being made perfect, 
he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him (Heb. 5:7-9). 

The Jesus-foundation never disappoints. To build 
upon the shifting-sands of time is to assure calamity. 
To put your trust and confidence in Jesus is to be 
confident of happiness now and forever. 

Jesus is the corner-stone-foundation, and believ
ers build upon him. Peter puts it, "To whom coming, 
as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious, Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priest
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:4-5). 

(We are indebted to A. Maclaren for the structure 
and form of this piece.) 
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Potpourri ••. 
T his column is not a soap opera, but it is an at

tempt to tell how the world turns. Our am
bition is to bring to attention treasure and 

the trash of modern society. We confine our material 
to things that affect ethics and religion. 

Maybe you will find it helpful. Our sails are 
trimmed and here we go ... 

Apes 
• MADRID (Reuters) -Spain's parliament voiced 

its support on Wednesday for the rights of great apes 
to life and freedom in what will apparently be the 
first time any national legislature has called for such 
rights for non-humans. 

Parliament's environmental committee approved 
resolutions urging Spain to comply with the Great 
Apes Project, devised by scientists and philosophers 
who say our closest genetic relatives deserve rights 
hitherto limited to humans. 

"This is a historic day in the struggle for animal 
rights and in defense of our evolutionary comrades, 
which will doubtless go down in the history of hu
manity," said Pedro Pozas, Spanish director of the 
Great Apes Project. 

Spain may be better known abroad for bull-fight
ing than animal rights but the new measures are the 
latest move turning once-conservative Spain into a 
liberal trailblazer. 

Spain did not legalize divorce until the 1980s, 
but Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero's 
Socialist government has legalized gay marriage, re
duced the influence of the Catholic Church in educa
tion, and set up an Equality Ministry. 

The new resolutions have cross-party or majority 
support and are expected to become law, and the 
government is now committed to update the statute 
book within a year to outlaw harmful experiments 
on apes in Spain. 

"We have no knowledge of great apes being used 
in experiments in Spain, but there is currently no law 
preventing that from happening," Pozas said. 

Keeping apes for circuses, television commer
cials, or filming will also be forbidden and breaking 
the new laws will become an offence under Spain's 
penal code. 
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Keeping an estimated 315 apes in Spanish zoos 
will not be illegal, but supporters of the bill say con
ditions will need to improve drastically in 70 percent 
of establishments to comply with the new law. 

Philosophers Peter Singer and Paola Cavalieri 
founded the Great Ape Project in 1993, arguing that 
"non-human hominids" like chimpanzees, gorillas, 
orangutans and bonobos should enjoy the right to 
life, freedom and not to be tortured. [Well, okay, can 
they serve in Spain's parliament?] 

Bestiality OK ••. il the Animal Doesn't Mind 
• WASHINGTON, D.C., June 4, 2008 - Long

time homosexual activist Frank Kameny's claim to 
fame is successfully manipulating the American Psy
chiatric Association into declassifying homosexuality 
as a mental disorder, and today the Smithsonian hon
oree is now busily advocating bestiality "as long as 
the animal doesn't mind." 

Kameny, 83, has had a long career advocating the 
removal of any restrictions on human acts long con
sidered by sane societies as obscene, dangerous, and 
disordered. 

However the octogenarian has a new mission to 
complement his current campaign to pressure the 
APA to ban reparative therapy for homosexuals. 
Kameny describes his mission as "Americanism in ac
tion" by advocating bestiality and encouraging the 
saturation of American culture with what he calls 
"more and better and harder-core pornography." 

According to Americans for Truth about Homo
sexuality (AFTAH), Kameny wrote an e-mail to them 
saying that while he was personally opposed to besti
ality, he found it an otherwise "harmless" quirk, so 
long as it was consensual with the animal involved. 

"Bestiality is not my thing," Kameny wrote. "But 
it seems to be a harmless foible or idiosyncrasy of 
some people. So, as long as the animal doesn't mind 
(and the animal rarely does), I don't mind, and I don't 
see why anyone else should" (LifeSiteNews.com). 

fold Not to Preach 
• Two Christians claim a police community sup

port officer told them to stop leafleting in an area of 
east Birmingham where many Muslims live. 

The Christian Institute has complained to West 



Midlands Police the men were told to leave Alum 
Rock Road. 

The U.S. Christians said they were advised they 
were committing a hate crime by trying to convert 
Muslims. 

West Midlands Police has investigated the com
plaint and said the officer intervened to defuse a row. 

Arthur Cunningham and Joseph Abraham had 
been distributing leaflets in nearby Alum Rock on 19 
February when the police support officer intervened. 

They claimed he warned them to leave the area, 
saying: "If you come back here and get beat up, well 
you have been warned." 

Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Abraham then agreed 
to leave. 

They have demanded an apology and damages. 
A West Midlands Police spokeswoman said the 

complaint had been investigated by the force. 
She said: "The investigation concluded that the 

PCSO acted with the best of intentions when he in
tervened to diffuse a heated argument between two 
groups of men." 

The spokeswoman added that following the in
vestigation the PCSO had been offered "guidance 
around what constitutes a hate crime as well as his 
communication style". 

McDonalds Prompts loycoH 
• The American Family Association, whose ear

lier boycott of Ford Motor Co. over its promotion of 
homosexuality was dropped after company sales fell 
8 percent per month for two years, now is asking 
consumers to stop buying Big Macs and Happy 
Meals at McDonalds. 

In a brief announcement, AFA, whose constitu
ents number in the millions, said it is "asking its sup
porters to boycott the restaurant chain." 

"This boycott is not about hiring homosexuals, 
or homosexuals eating at McDonald's or how 
homosexual employees are treated. It is about 
McDonald's, as a corporation, choosing to put the 
full weight of their organization behind promoting 
the homosexual agenda, including homosexual mar
riage," said AFA chairman Donald E. Wildmon. 

AFA pointed out McDonald's donated $20,000 
to the National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Com
merce in exchange for membership in the NGLCC 
and a seat on the group's board of directors. The 
NGLCC lobbies Congress on a wide range of issues, 
including the promotion of same-sex marriage 
(WorldNetDaily) 

Muzzling the Ox 
• A Canadian human rights tribunal ordered a 

Christian pastor to renounce his faith and never 
again express moral opposition to homosexuality, ac
cording to a new report. 

In a decision dated May 30 in the penalty phase 
of the quasi-judicial proceedings run by the Alberta 
Human Rights Tribunal, evangelical pastor Stephen 
Boisson was banned from expressing his biblical per
spective of homosexuality and ordered to pay 
$5,000 for "damages for pain and suffering" as well 
as apologize to the activist who complained of being 
hurt. 

According to a report from Pete Vere at the 
Catholic Exchange, the penalty could foreshadow 
the possible fate of the Rev. Alphonse de Valk, who 
also cited the biblical perspective on homosexuality 
in the nation's debate over same-sex "marriage" and 
now faces HRC charges. 

Boisson wrote a letter to the editor of his local 
Red Deer, Alberta, newspaper in 2002 denouncing 
the advance of homosexual activism as "wicked" and 
stating: "Children as young as five and six years of 
age are being subjected to psychologically and physi
ologically damaging pro-homosexual literature and 
guidance in the public school system; all under the 
fraudulent guise of equal rights" (WorldNetDaily, 
June 10, 2008). 
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lieves that the Bible is the final authority on all religious 
matters. Many illustrations and poems; thoughUdiscussion 
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Clearing Underbrush 
• A council has been accused of discriminating 

against homosexuals over plans to clear under
growth from a notorious gay cruising spot. 

Bristol City Council wants to prune bushes and 
remove cover from an area known as the Downs to 
improve the landscape and encourage rare wildlife. 

But its own gay rights group has opposed the 
move, claiming that cutting back the bushes was 
"discriminating" to homosexual men who used the 
area for late night outdoor sex known as dogging. 

Work on the beauty spot has been temporarily 
delayed while talks with gay rights groups take place 
to try and break the deadlock. 

The area of the Downs sits at the top of the Avon 
Gorge, in the upmarket Clifton suburb of Bristol and 
is home to various species of rare plants and wildlife. 

But councilors said it had become overgrown 
over the past 20 years. 

Thick bushes cover the secluded area next to a 
street known as Circular Road which has become a 
mecca for gay men and couples cruising for sex. 

The area hit the headlines last year when four 
firemen who disturbed an outdoor gay sex session 
were reprimanded and fined after they shone flash
lights into the undergrowth. 

The Downs Committee commissioned a report as 
part of ongoing improvements to the shrub-land and 
have proposed cutting back a lot of the undergrowth. 

The move was strongly backed by local residents 
who complained about "inappropriate sexual activ
ity" and safety concerns in the area. 

But during the consultation period last year 
"equality" concerns were raised by the council's 
Rainbow Group - an action group of lesbian, gay 
and bis.exual council employees - about the threat 
to gay rights (Telegraph.co.UK, July 7, 2008) 

John 3: I 6 Banned 
• A court in Wisconsin has been asked to sus

pend immediately a policy in the Tomah Area School 
District that bans Christian symbols in students' art
work, but allows Hindu, Buddhist and satanic repre
sentations. 

The motion was filed yesterday by the Alliance 
Defense Fund, which has taken on the case of a stu
dent identified by the initials A.P. 

The ADF launched a lawsuit on the student's be
half after a teacher refused to give him a grade on a 
project because his work included "John 3:16" as 
well as ''A sign of love." 
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The school district, however, openly acknowl
edged and publicized various pieces of art represent
ing Buddhism, and Hinduism as well as several de
mon faces that appeared satanic. 

The school defended its actions: 
"Respect for the beliefs of a diverse student 

population ... requires that the district treat all stu
dents equitable and fairly regardless of their faith," it 
said in a website statement. 

"To meet our responsibilities, students are re
quired to follow the rules of conduct for their class
rooms and the instructions that their teachers give 
them for class assignments. While the district respects 
all students' religious freedoms, those freedoms are 
not a license for students to force the school to display 
religious messages of their choosing." 

The ADF said the teacher's grading policy 
banned depictions of "blood, violence, sexual conno
tations, [or] religious beliefs." 

But in practice it was a discriminatory policy, the 
ADF said in a court motion seeking an immediate in
junction against the school. 

''Allowing demonic depictions by some students 
while prohibiting Christian religious expression in 
artwork by others is a blatant violation of the Consti
tution," said David Cortman, senior ADF legal coun
sel. 

The lawsuit was filed late last month after the 
student's artwork was rejected, then he was told he 
had signed away his First Amendment rights at the 
beginning of the semester in order to participate in 
the class. 

Under Investigation 
• A priest is being investigated as a potential 

criminal under a federal "hate crimes" law for quot
ing from the Bible, and he's being targeted using a 
Canadian provision under which no defendant ever 
has been acquitted, according to a new report. 

Pete Vere, a canon lawyer and Catholic journal
ist, has reported on the prosecution of Alphonse de 
Valk, a Roman Catholic Church priest, and a pro-life 
activist known across Canada, by the Canadian Hu
man Rights Commission- "a quasi-judicial investi
gative body with the power of the Canadian govern
ment behind it" - at CatholicExchange.com. 

"What was de Valk' s alleged 'hate act'?" Vere 
wrote. 

"He defended the [Catholic] Church's teaching 
on marriage during Canada's same-sex 'marriage' de
bate, quoting extensively from the Bible, the Cat-



echism of the Catholic Church, and John Paul II's 
encyclicals. Each of these documents contains official 
Catholic teaching. And like millions of other people 
throughout the world and the ages - many of whom 
are non-Catholics and non-Christians - Father be
lieves that marriage is an exclusive union between a 
man and a woman," he wrote (WorldNetDaily, June 5, 
2008). 

Hypnotist and Surgery 
• A hypnotherapist had an 83-minute operation 

on his arm with no anesthetic. 
At one point, Alex Lenkei even heard the sur

geon say: "Can I have the saw, please?" 
Because he had put himself into a hypnotic 

trance, however, he said he felt no pain as the doc
tors chiseled out a walnut- sized chunk of bone from 
his wrist. 

Mr. Lenkei, 61, had the operation to treat his 
painful osteoarthritis. He said: "The results have 
been amazing. I feel good." 

The hypnotherapist amazed doctors by asking 
how things were going halfway through the surgery, 
at Worthing Hospital in West Sussex on Wednesday. 

He said he could hear his surgeon talking as he 
made a four-inch-long cut into his right wrist and 
chiseled the bone to move a tendon. 

The married father-of-one, who lives in the 
town, said: "It took me about 30 seconds to put my
self under and I wasn't aware of any part of my body 
apart from my arm. 

"I could feel the surgeon pulling and manipulat
ing me - then I heard the cracking of bones. 

"I heard him say, 'Can I have the saw please?' 
and imagined him holding this great big thing in his 
hand. But fortunately he then said 'I think we'll use 
the smaller one."' 

"He used a hammer and chisel at one stage and I 
could hear him hammering away at the bone. 

"I heard everything he was saying to his assis
tants and anesthetist, but there was no gossip. It was 
a shame - I was hoping to hear something juicy." 

Surgeon David Llewellyn-Clark said the opera
tion went well and Mr. Lenkei showed no reaction 
during the surgery. [Tip and warning ... don't try this 
at home, or anywhere else.] 

Pay to Kill, Not to Cure 
• SALEM, Oregon, June 4, 2008 -Lung cancer 

patient, Barbara Wagner, was recently notified that 
her oncologist-prescribed medication that would 
slow the growth of cancer would not be covered by 

the Oregon Health Plan; the plan, however, she was 
informed, would cover doctor-assisted suicide 
should she wish to kill herself. 

"Treatment of advanced cancer that is meant to 
prolong life, or change the course of this disease, is 
not a covered benefit of the Oregon Health Plan," 
read the letter notifying Wagner of the health plan's 
decision (LifeSiteNews.com). 

Future of Abortion 
• Arlington, Va. (CNSNews.com) - The 2008 

presidential election is "foremost about the United 
States Supreme Court," the president of the National 
Right to Life Committee said at the group's annual 
convention Thursday. 

"It's not the economy, stupid," said Dr. Wanda 
Franz, referencing President Bill Clinton's 1992 cam
paign slogan. "No, for us, it's the Supreme Court." 

The power of the president to appoint judges to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, potentially changing the 
composition of the court and moving it to the right 
or left, is the "overriding issue" for this election, 
Franz said, speaking before an audience of pro-life 
advocates in Arlington, Va. 

"Whoever wins the presidential election will de
termine the character of the court for decades," she 
said. 

Now rllat's Queer 
• A homosexual man is suing two major Chris

tian publishers for violating his constitutional rights 
and causing emotional pain, because the Bible ver
sions they publish refer to homosexuality as a sin. 

Bradley LaShawn Fowler, 3 9, of Canton, Mich., 
is seeking $60 million from Zondervan and another 
$10 million from Thomas Nelson Publishing in law
suits filed in U.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis
trict of Michigan, the Grand Rapids Press reported. 

ro Be or Not to Be 
• DENVER - Colorado officials say a proposed 

state constitutional amendment defining a person as 
"any human from the time of fertilization" has 
enough petition signatures to get on the November 
ballot. 

Some supporters hope the amendment, if passed, 
will restrict or limit abortions in Colorado. 

Kristi Burton, a 20-year-old professing Christian 
who organized the petition drive, says the amend
ment would require courts and lawmakers to recog
nize that a pregnant woman is one of two lives in
volved in abortion. 
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The Cons of Creationism 
• When it comes to science, creationists tend to 

struggle with reality. They believe, after all, that evo
lution by means of natural selection is false and that 
Earth is only a few thousand years old. They also be
lieve that students who are taught a creationist view 
of biology - or who are taught to disregard the Dar
winist view - are not being disadvantaged. 

The Texas State Board of Education is again con
sidering a science curriculum that teaches the 
"strengths and weaknesses" of evolution, setting an 
example that several other states are likely to follow. 
This is code for teaching creationism. 

It has the advantage of sounding more balanced 
than teaching "intelligent design," which the courts 
have consistently banned from science classrooms. It 
has the disadvantage of being nonsense. 

The chairman of the Texas board, a dentist 
named Don McLeroy, advocates the "strengths and 
weaknesses" approach, as does a near majority of the 
board. The system accommodates what Dr. McLeroy 
calls two systems of science, creationist and "natural
ist" (New York Times, June 7, 2008). 

Moses Was High? 
• High on Mount Sinai, Moses was on psyche

delic drugs when he heard God deliver the Ten Com
mandments, an Israeli researcher claimed in a study 
published this week. Such mind-altering substances 
formed an integral part of the religious rites of Isra
elites in biblical times, Benny Shanon, a professor of 
cognitive psychology at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem wrote in the Time and Mind journal of 
philosophy. ''As far as Moses on Mount Sinai is con
cerned, it was either a supernatural cosmic event, 
which I don't believe, or a legend, which I don't be
lieve either, or finally, and this is very probable, an 
event that joined Moses and the people of Israel un
der the effect of narcotics," Shan on told Israeli pub
lic radio on Tuesday. Moses was probably also on 
drugs when he saw the "burning bush," suggested 
Shanon, who said he himself has dabbled with such 
substances. 

Wile for a Goat 
• A luckless Bulgarian farmer who was been mar

ried three times has decided to try his hand at mar
riage one last time - with a goat. Stoil Panayotov 
exchanged his third wife with Elena the eight-year
old goat at a livestock market in March - because 
she couldn't provide him with a child. The extraor
dinary deal was concluded in front of a stunned 
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crowd in the market town of Plovdiv, central Bul
garia. "The day before a friend told me that he has 
had no luck with women and that he really liked my 
wife," says the 54-year-old. "The deal was reached 
when my wife gave her approval." The goat has 
given birth to three kids and my wife to none. "So 
this deal was more profitable to the goat owner, I got 
a second-hand goat and he got a brand new wife." 

Gator Blood 
• Researchers in Louisiana say they have discov

ered antibiotic proteins in the blood of American alli
gators that can kill a wide range of deadly bacteria, a 
finding they think could halt the spread of common 
infections and perhaps even stop the virus that causes 
AIDS. Super drugs based on their studies of the ge
netic makeup of alligator blood might be available 
within 10 years, the researchers say." It's pretty excit
ing," said Lancia Darville, a Louisiana State Univer
sity scientist who is scheduled to present the findings 
at a meeting of the American Chemical Society in 
New Orleans this week. Darville said alligators have 
developed unique immune systems." If you think 
about alligators, they usually get into a lot of fights 
and get cuts and bruises and torn limbs, and they live 
in swamps that have a whole lot of bacteria," she 
said. "But even in the presence of all that bacteria, 
they (almost) never get any infections." The reason, 
Darville said, is that alligators have unusually strong 
immune systems. Unlike humans, their immune sys
tems can fight off different types of bacteria, viruses 
and fungi without having been previously exposed to 
them. 
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Guest Opinion 
• This is not the United States of America that I 

went to war for. I put my life on the line in WWII, 
for the following beliefs:· 

• The right to life, including the life of the un
born child. 

• The right to pray to God in the classroom and 
the right to carry a Bible to school; also, to recite the 
Pledge of Allegiance and use the word God in the 
pledge. 

• The right to display the Ten Commandments in 
public places. The first amendment to the Constitu
tion in short states that Congress will not establish 
(or recognize) a specific religion and proclaim it a 
state religion. How can a politically-appointed judge 
toss the Bible and prayer out of the school classroom 
when words like these can even be understood by a 
grade school student? This nation was created on the 
trust of Christianity and almighty God, nothing else. 

Drinking Himself Sane 
• Defense Attorney Recer said she worked to fig

ure out what was wrong with an accused cop killer, 
Quintero, and what he was thinking. "Because he 
sure wasn't thinking like any of us," she said. She 
said Quintero's "bad brain" has an overactive threat
detection system, usually assuaged by drinking about 
24 beers a day. But on that day, Quintero had about 
six beers. Quintero acknowledged in a videotaped 
statement that, although his hands were cuffed be
hind his back, he shot Johnson while locked in the 
back seat of the patrol car. Recer seems to think 
Quintero is not guilty by reason of insanity caused by 
drinking only a six-pack of beer one day instead of 
drinking 4 six-packs that day. She appears to be say
ing that Quintero is a maniac until his brain is satu
rated in alcohol. Until Quintero has 24 beers in him, 
according to this argument, he is not responsible for 
anything he does. 

Day of Silence 
• A principal in a Massachusetts school district 

with a well-established reputation of promoting ho
mosexuality to students has written to parents to tell 
them distributing "religious materials" during the 
school's annual observance of the pro-homosexual 
"Day of Silence" is not appropriate. The letter from 
Michael Jones of Lexington, Mass., High School also 
confirms "hate speech" is "subject to legal con
straints" and messages communicated through slo
gan T-shirts, buttons or stickers that express "con
demnation" are "discouraged." Students with such a 

message will be counseled by school officials to meet 
the guidelines of the school handbook, he wrote. 
However, groups that have been given his approval 
are allowed to hand out promotional materials to 
others and positive messages about the "Day of Si
lence" such as "Vocal Supporter" and "Silent Sup
porter" fall under free speech guidelines, Jones said. 
The "Day of Silence" is a promotion intended, osten
sibly, to make students "aware" of the "discrimina
tion" suffered by homosexuals in society, by having 
students and teachers remain silent for the day. Such 
events typically are organized by a school's "Gay
Straight Alliance" group, but the event has been pro
moted throughout its existence by the special inter
est group, the massively funded Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network. 

load llage 
• Two grandmothers on mobility scooters had to 

be dragged apart after getting into a fight where they 
were "ramming each other like dodgems" in a super
market. 

The women were separated after they started 
trading blows in front of shoppers in an aisle of the 
Iceland store in Crawley, West Sussex. 

"' 

They were pried apart after staff heard screams. 
A store worker said, "It was shocking." 

• According to a recent Guttmacher Institute re
port, state and federal tax dollars paid for 177,404 
abortions in 2006, at a cost of $89 million. Also at 
taxpayer expense, a whopping $1.85 billion was 
spent on family planning client services in the same 
year. Even more alarming is the rate at which these 
expenses are rising, primarily because of Medicaid 
expansions that have substantially increased the 
number of people eligible for Medicaid family plan
ning services. And although taxpayer-funded abor
tions are limited by law in many cases, pro-abortion 
forces are working surreptitiously to render those 
laws useless. FF 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Elders 

Questions: If a man is serving faithfully and ef
fectively as an elder and his wife dies, must he 

resign? (B.D.) 
An elder is to have "faithful children" (Titus 1:6). 

Must he have more than one child? If he has several 
children, must they all be Christians? (F.L.C.) 

Our congregation recently appointed elders and 
they appointed a man who has no children. They 
used the excuse that he and his wife had raised his 
brother's children. Can this be right? ("No initials, 
please.") 

An elder is to "have believing children" (Titus 
1 :6) and is to "rule well his own house" and "have 
his children in subjection" (1 Tim. 3:4). May a man 
serve as elder if his children were baptized and 
stayed faithful while living at home, but became un
faithful in later years when no longer living under his 
roof? (L.J.C.) 
Answer: More questions about the qualifications 

l'"l. of elders are directed to this column than about 
any other subject, and most inquire about some as
pect of the phrases, "husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 
3:2; Titus 1:6) and "his children are believers" (Titus 
1:6). (Biblical quotations are from the English Stan
dard Version, published and copyrighted by Cross
way Bibles.) 

The four questions above are typical of many. 

Preliminary Observations 

My brother and his wife, ten years younger than I, 
have been dedicated and exceptionally talented 
workers in every congregation they have attended. 
Years ago, when their children were still very young, 
leaders at their small congregation approached him 
about being an elder. He immediately said, "I 
couldn't do that. I'm not qualified. I don't have be
lieving children yet." 

They said, "Yes, we've discussed that. We've de
cided to forego that requirement." 

Nevertheless my brother declined the appoint
ment. 
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What follows is not intended to suggest that any 
biblical qualification may be ignored or "foregone." 

Not Just a Check List 

However, Timothy was to appoint elders in Ephesus 
on the basis of the letter he received (1 Tim. 3), and 
Titus was to do the same in Crete on the basis of his 
letter (Titus 1), neither having seen the list of qualifi
cations in the other's letter. 

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders in the 
churches of Derbe, Lystra, I conium and Antioch (Acts 
14:23) and elders were appointed in Jerusalem (Acts 
11 :30; 15 :2), before the lists in Timothy and Titus 
were formulated. 

The apostles were doing the appointing in those 
latter instances, of course, and we may be sure they 
did not appoint any "self-willed" people, even 
though they had not seen the list that had "not self
willed" in it. But the point is that these lists of char
acteristics are more of a description of the kind of 
men who will make good elders than a check list to 
be technically filled. 

Local Decisions 

The Bible contains no inspired commentary to tell us 
what effect the death of a wife, or remarriage after 
the death of a wife, or a scriptural divorce and re
marriage, or the death of children, or the departure 
from the faith of adult children, etc., has on whether 
a man is qualified to be an elder. 

Elders are to be spiritual leaders. Spiritual lead
ers do not become that because someone gives them 
a title. No person is a leader unless he has followers. 

That is why the biblical model of choosing lead
ers is for the church to "pick out" and the present 
leaders to "appoint" (Acts 6:3). No man can effec
tively function as an elder if a sizable and influential 
portion of the congregation, for whatever reason, 
will not accept him as such. 

In questions like these, therefore, the congrega
tion is the final arbiter for itself. This column does 
not pretend to be the final or authoritative word. If 



suggestions made here, or evidence pointed out, or 
even opinions given are helpful to others as they for
mulate decisions, this columnist's fondest hope will 
be realized. 

Elder Whose Wife Dies 

An elder is to be "the husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 
3:2; Titus 1:6). "He must manage his own household 
well, with all dignity keeping his children submis
sive" (1 Tim. 3:4). "His children are believers and 
not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordi
nation" (Titus 1:6). 

The purpose of these family qualifications is 
stated: "For if a man know not how to rule his own 
house, how shall he take care of the church of God?" 
(1 Tim. 3 :5). When a man is otherwise qualified and 
effectively serving as an elder, the death of his wife in 
no way changes his character or the experience 
deemed necessary to do the work of an elder. If he 
later remarries a Christian, he continues to be just as 
qualified. 

Of course a good wife is an asset to an elder. He 
can more easily show hospitality with her help. He 
has a ready assistant in visitation and counseling. He 
has "a helper fit for him" and an encourager in his 
work. But though he can serve more easily with the 
help of a wife, that does not translate into his being 
unable to serve after his wife dies. 

In the language in which Paul wrote, the same 
words mean both man and husband and woman and 
wife. A "man of one woman," or a "one-woman 
man" are correct alternative translations. 

This qualification would seem to rule out a wom
anizer, a polygamist, an unscripturally remarried 
man or even a never married man. Emphasis, how
ever, is on character and demonstrated experience as 
a leader of his home; not on a technicality to be 
checked off. 

Is he the kind of man who is faithful and loving 
to one woman to whom God has joined him? That is 
the question to be asked. 

Faithful Obedient Children 

"And his children are believers" (Titus 1 :6). 
In the New Testament epistles "believers" or 

"faithful," unless indicated otherwise in its context, 
is always used of Christians. 

Paul tells Timothy those to be selected as elders 
must have demonstrated leadership ability by success
fully leading their homes, specifically their children. 
He tells Titus their children are to be Christians and 

sufficiently under control as not to cause scandal in 
the community. 

In stating these qualifications, the emphasis is on 
what they reveal about the potential elder's ability to 
teach, persuade and "rule," and about his character. 

Obviously the concern is not whether the man is 
biologically able to father children. Whether the chil
dren are his by birth, or by adoption, or through 
placement in long-term foster care, or just lived in 
his house and under his care through their formative 
years, the issue is, "How well did he rear them?" 

If they were under him long enough for the work 
to be done well and for the fruit of his work to show, 
he meets this qualification. 

How many? 

"Families with children, please go to the next room." 
Because of the way we commonly use language, 
those present who had just one child would count 
themselves among those who "have children" and 
would get up and go to the next room. The singular 
is included in the plural. That is, those with one child 
are included among those who have children. 

The Bible, both Old and New Testaments, uses 
the word the same way. 

When Isaac was born, Sarah said, "Who would 
have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse chil
dren? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age" 
(Gen. 21:7). She had but one son, but she spoke of 
nursing children. 

Paul commanded, "Honor widows who are truly 
widows. But if a widow has children or grandchil
dren, let them first learn to show godliness to their 
own household and to make some return to their 
parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God" (1 
Timothy 5:3-4). Does anyone think a widow's only 
child would be free from the responsibility of caring 
for his aged mother because the text says "children" 
must learn to care for her? The singular is included 
in the plural. 

How many must be Christians? 

How many of the prospective elder's children must 
be Christians? 

Based on the above, it would be easy to say 
"one." But that would be turning back just to techni
calities. 

The significant question is, "Does his experience 
in dealing with his children demonstrate that he 
knows how to deal effectively with the church that 
would be under his care as an elder?" 
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If he had several children and one or more were 
Christians, not just technically baptized but actively 
and happily involved, and the other younger chil
dren would, by every indication, become Christians 
when they matured, the fact that some had not 
reached that level of maturity should not by itself 
disqualify him. 

The question of age may be related to the age of 
his children. "Elder," after all, presupposes an older 
man, though the question "how old?" is nowhere 
specifically answered. 

If they later are unfaithful 
The qualifications for elders are concerned with 
their character and with their experience in dealing 
with their families to show they are equipped to do 
the work. 

Children who are reared in a home where they 
see Christianity modeled day by day and are consis
tently taught Christian living, Christian attitudes and 
biblical doctrine are likely to maintain faithfulness 
throughout their lives. Our experience, common 
sense and the biblical book of Proverbs teach us that. 

There is, however, no way to guarantee that out
come. 

God does not unilaterally predetermine that we 
will come to him or remain in him. And parents do 
not have that power with their children either. 
Things happen later in life, new associations, new 
pressures, new and sometimes destructive ideas ap
pear attractive, and people change. In the final analy
sis everyone is responsible for himself or herself and 
for the consequences that flow from their decisions. 
As much as I think I would like to, I cannot control 
my children's lives. 

When an elder has adult children who have be
come unfaithful, the question of his suitability for 
the eldership is neither a simple "No, all of his chil
dren are not faithful," nor a "Yes, it doesn't matter if 
his children become unfaithful after they leave 
home; he is no longer responsible at that point." 

Remember, showing he is capable of effective 
leadership for the people of God by demonstrating 
godly leadership at home is the point of this qualifi
cation. 

How did he teach and model and lead when his 
children were at home? Are several faithful still and 
only a small minority unfaithful? Perhaps most im
portantly, how does he deal with them now? He can
not make them be faithful, but is he still trying loving 
persuasion? If the situation with his children called 

3 6 ~i: Found;~~: 

for congregational discipline, would he be impartial, 
handling it just as he would if it were other members' 
children? Is he dealing with his unfaithful children 
the way other faithful members would want him to 
deal with their children is a similar situation? 

These are the kinds of questions that, it seems to 
me, would, when answered, help determine whether 
a man in that situation is qualified or not. 

Consider the Whole Man 
Always keep in mind the kind of man pictured by the 
totality of the qualifications taken together. 

Consider a sour, bitter, grudge-bearing old man, 
so insistent on his own way that he resents any sug
gestion he did not originate, who never forgets any 
real or supposed slight. One preacher suggested, "If 
he regularly attends services and has the right num
ber of children and wives, some congregation will 
appoint him as an elder." Hopefully that is an exag
geration. Let it remind us, however, that there is 
more to an elder's qualifications than family details. 

Very important are character qualifications like 
"self-controlled," "hospitable," "gentle, not quarrel
some" and "holy," and those relating to reputation 
like, "above reproach" and "well thought of by out
siders." 

Too often forgotten, it seems, are the qualifica
tions that presuppose an elder will be a knowledge
able student of the word of God. "A successful busi
nessman," a qualification occasionally added by 
some to the biblical list, often takes precedence over 
"someone who knows the Bible." 

An elder must be "able to teach" (1 Tim. 3:2). 
"He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as 
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in 
sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contra
dict it" (Titus 1 :9). He should know the Bible well 
enough to teach it and to be able to refute errors that 
may be taught by others. 

Elders are first and foremost shepherds. A major 
component of shepherding is feeding. One can nei
ther teach nor effectively oversee the teaching of that 
which he himself does not know. 

As we wrestle with specifics, let us not fail to see 
the whole picture of a qualified elder: a biblically 
knowledgeable man of impeccable Christian charac
ter who has demonstrated in his home life his ability 
to teach and lead. Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

cmay@faulkner.e~u 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBivd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

-Alaska-
Anchorage -7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Canhage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. 1 West Pano a, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Houston - Fleetwoo"l Ch~rch of Christ, 15935 
373-5583 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

-Alabama- a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339 6211 S 9 00 10 6 W d Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

- . un. : , a.m., p.m., e . H A. (B ) D bb h 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation · uster 0 s, preac er. 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1·888-367-6216 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

p.m. (1/2 mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Living Oracles 
by Alexander Campbell 1826 

A translation of the NewT estament with 
invaluable supplementary material. pb 

$22.99 plus $3.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetores on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism~~ or the 
~~charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3' x 5'/a' . 
paperback, 205 pgs .. RFCM01 

$3.50 plus S2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.nestious 
and Auswer•s 
hy Cu~· l\. Woods 

A large collection or questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at lhe Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 

S4.00 s&hlone book · S4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready A.l•swers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5V.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yc ·tct·da~· and Toda)· 

b~ Burton Curfman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wilhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm. preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
Ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$10.95 s&h $3.50 
To•os rosldonts add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 montl1s study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book· $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not wri te some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may Include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, Is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he Is not always reliable. Still, 
there Is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know lhal 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind,' and examine ' the 
Scriptures dally, whether these things were 
so,' whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." 
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Preachers Needed 

The Bedford Church of Christ, in rhc Dallas/Forr 
Wo rrh area is in need o f a sound,middlc-agc, family 
man ro be our full-rime minister. Conracr Gerald 
Ball at (8 17) 545-3597. Send resume wirh refer
ences and photo to: Gerald Ball ar the Bed ford 
Chu rch of Chrisr, 240 I Bedfo rd, T X 76021 

Full-time minister wanted. The Ccnrral Church o f 
Christ in Sacramenro, Calif. is seeking full-rime 
minister co work in a warm, loving, mulriculrural 
congregation of 100+ members served by three 
Elde rs and three deacons. We arc seeking an 
enthusiast ic minister who possesses a good focus 
on evangelism and is sound in doctrine. We p refer 
a family man with ability ro morivare, encourage, 
and reach all age groups. One of our programs 
requires the minister 10 attend a week-long Youth 
Bible Camp. If you arc passionate about saving 
souls and commirrcd 10 the work o f God, please 
submit a resume, references, and audio/video o f 
recenr sermon 10 Central Church of Christ. Arm : 
Elders, 6755 San Joaquin Sr., Sacramento, CA 
95820. Elders' e-mail : willfcr95758@yahoo.com; 
n6dfl@sbcglobal.nct 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher available fo r pulpit work, 
preferably west of Fort Worth, Texas. Over 40 
years experience with chu rches o f Christ (nor 
liberal) p reaching, teaching and writing. Please 
reply tO: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54 134, Hurst, 
Texas 76054. 

Jesus 
and the Resurrection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L McKinley 

An excellent study in the historical 
evidences for the resurrection of 
Christ. The book will help equip those 
who seek to reach the lost with im
portant information concerning the 
foundation of the Christian faith in an 
easy-to-read format. 1597811939 

paperback • 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 

6.25% tax 

Orde r from Firm Foundation 

For Sale 
Rcstor:uion Reprints, orher books ar grcar prices. 
For free lis t send S.A.S.E. ro Ba rgain Bookfi nclcrs, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99Paperback BKAX01 
$9.99Hardback BKAX02 
plus 53.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-621 6 

-victory 
8ver 

'£rials 
by Lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discour~ge· 
ment. disappointment, pain, grief. doubt, this 
book of encouragement. enlightment. strength, 
direction fro m the li ie of Job is for you. 
Questions removed fro m chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 
$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
Texas residents Jdd 6.25% 1.1x 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by Tom Holland 

Provides insights into the nature of 
preaching, informative and inspirational 
to men who are beginning preparation 
for preaching. Blends a philosophy of 
preaching, practical instructions, and 
motivation; helpful, too, for older 
preachers who need reminding of the 
method, message and motivation in 
preaching. BKGK02 pback 230 pgs. 

$6.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Orde r from Firm Foundation 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welco me ro Avondale 
- an acrivc congregation. 4017 M emorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299- 1475. 

Retire to L:~bc lle , Florida, or come fo r \•acarion. 
Faithful congregation ro wo rship wirh. Ccnrral 
Church of Chrisr 60 Hendry Srrecr Labelle FL 
33935 rclcphonc 863-675-4796. 30 minures from 
Forr Myers FL. O ld Florida lifesrylc. 

English Standard Version 

Deluxe and Classic Reference Bible 

Complete ESV Bible 
word-for-word accuracy and pre
cision, litermy beauty,readability 

76,000 Center-column cross references 
Complete ESV classic reference concor

dance over 14,500 references 

Book Introductions 
summarizing the central theme and 
message of each book 

Full-color maps 
including a comprehensive overview 
of Jesus' life and minisuy. 

(includes free CD-ROMBible request) 

Deluxe All black text 10.5 pt. type 
Black bonded leather 

158-134-4384 ····· ···· ········· ··· $54.99 
Black calfskin leather 
158-134-3507 ..... ......... .... $195.00 
Black Genuine leather 
158-134-4600 ......... ............ $69.99 
Hardback 158-134-4368 ...... $34.99 

Classic Red Letter 9.5 pt. type 
Bonded leather 
158-134-3183 Black ....... $44.99 
158-134-3191 Burgundy ..... $44.99 
Genuine leather 
158-134-3175 Black ... .... $59.99 
158-134-3205 Burgundy ..... $59.99 
Hardback All black text 
158-134-3876 Black text .. .. $32.99 
158-134-3167 Red Letter ... $29.99 

Other Styles 
One Year Bible 
158-134-3167 Hardcover ... $29.99 
158-134-4449 Paperback ... $18.99 
Classic Thin line Bible 
Black bonded leather 

158-134-3736 ···· ··············· $29.99 
Large Print 12.75 pt. type 

Black Leather 
158-134-6753 Genuine ...... $74.99 
158-134-6581 Bonded ........ $59.99 
158-134-659x Hardcover ........ $34.99 

$5.00 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

SCIENCE 
Science 
and the Bible 

&~~fBLE Vol. 1 

b ' 30 Scientific Demonstrations ,. 
1//ustrating Scriptural Truths 

. 
tftll t: • I f tt n b)' Oonald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper-
iments intended to il lustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun to 
perform. The book is especia lly useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

Vol. 1 $11.99 $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
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Damon, TX 77430-0069 
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GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fi lls my needs." But Pori rail of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God 's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man' s redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God ' s portrait. 

+ a commenlmy on/he en/ire scope oflhe Bible 
• a book !hal lhrills, inslruc/s, and rive Is the reader 's 

a/lent ion 
+ complete - leaves no queslions, no lack of direction 

Don McWhorter 
host of television progra m Bible Ta lk 

Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 
Author of God 's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

LeHer to Ephesus 
Revelation 2:1-7 

J
ehovah in giving this letter to Jesus and through 
him by a heavenly angel, d irected by the Holy 
Spirit, to the apostle John is giving us an insight 
into the ideal church. 

Above everything else, the chu rch of Christ is a 
lamp giving light to all who are not willfully blind. 
For this reason, Jesus walks among the golden 
candlesticks and holds in hi s righ t hand those that 
declare unsearchable sp iritual riches .. . the angels of 
the church. 

The book of Revelation is the story of "the good 
fight of faith." The Lord sets h is army in array. Jesus 
is the captain of salvation; the church on earth and 
celestial messengers make up this band of brothers 
commissioned to overcome the foe. 

Revelation is not, as some mistakenly suppose, a 
rehash of ancient mythology, and it is not a foretell
ing of sublunary, historical events. It is a prophesied 
account of the war between the Prince of Light and 
his army, and the Prince of Darkness and his army. 
The war is on earth, but involves heavenly beings. 

In anticipation of narrating, in vivid words, the 
spiritual battles that will determine the everlasting 
destiny of both the good and t he evil, the book of 
Revelation describes w hat Jesus te lls h is church to 
be, and what he expects his chu rch to do. 

To accomplish this, the "living one, who was dead, 
and behold" who is "alive forever more," told John to 

write to the church in Ephesus the very words he 
heard from the lips of the glorified Jesus (Eph. 2:1). 

Inspired scripture is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3: 16); 
it is not manufactured by mortals; it is wisdom from 
above. 

The Fight Is On 

Christ te lls his soldiers to take the "sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God" and stand firm 
against the fo rces of evil. 

They are not playing games. 
They are fighting a spiritual war. 
It is serious business. 
It is hard work. 
To ga in their reward they must overcome the en

emy. 

Be Strong 

T he Master began by saying, "I know thy works, and 
thy toil and patience, and that thou canst not bear 
evil men, and didst try them that call themselves 
apostles, and they are not, and didst find them false" 
(Rev. 2 :2) . 

Jesus takes note of the works of his disciples, 
(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

The Power of God 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T here is no grander thought and no mightier plea than the 
idea and the call to go back to the Bible and honor it as 
the sole rule in religion. 

Just to state the proposition has the ring of truth to honest 
people. The back to the Bible entreaty is magnetic and majestic. 
The common man feels its power and bows before its mighty 
sweep. 

The only way to stay the powerful appeal to conform to God's 
word and harvest its benefits is to attempt to discredit God 
breathed scripture. 

The average person is loathe doing so naughty a thing and is 
nervous in the presence of the teacher who proclaims disrespect 
for the testimony of Jesus. 

How, then, can Bible defamers get away with their mischief? 
People accomplish this by the disingenuous technique of say

ing one thing from one side of their mouth and a contradictory 
thing out of the other side. 

The wise refer to this as "doublespeak." James called it "double
minded," which makes one unstable. 

Instability is ugly and dangerous. 
It is language used to deceive usually through concealment or 

misrepresentation of truth; it is gobbledygook (wordy and gener
ally unintelligible jargon). 

The word James uses for double-minded means "wavering," 
"lacking in faith" (Turner, Christian Words, pp. 116-118). It de
scribes a person whose mind is filled with unresolved doubt. 

It is unbelief. 
It applies to one who has no firm principles and is blown 

about like the "waves of the sea" driven and tossed by the wind 
Uames 1:6). 

Paul describes such people as childlike "tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
in craftiness, after the wiles of error" (Eph. 4:14). 

Paul also points out the Bible gives us a stable platform where 
we can stand with stolid-certainty. Where there is hesitancy, it is 
because the ground is a bog and will not support boldness and 
conviction. 

Those who hold the word of God with deep assurance have 
"the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ" (Eph. 4:13). 



It seems odd to me that indecisiveness and solicitude are the 
product of what is called education. The higher the academic level 
the greater are the doubts and fears. 

Anyway, the purveyors of doubt and despair in religion have a 
clever method of marketing their hypotheses. 1 

The Technique 

It is common for the Higher Critic or his ape to open his mono
logue with a profession of profound respect for the Bible. He will 
praise it as a great piece of literature. 

Then, having said nice things about the inspired volume, he 
begins to chip away at its foundation. Raising questions calculated 
to cause doubt, but being careful to assert nothing. 

He grows bolder and begins to claim contradictions in the sa
cred writings. The alleged contradictions are either non-existent 
or the result of the critic misunderstanding some Bible statement. 2 

The "expert" in the Bible text draws his insinuations into a 
conclusion that purports to be bona fide and confronts the reader 
with what he now claims is "gospel truth." 

This proceeds to the crazy-quilt idea that the Bible contains the 
wise statements of sages from the past based on their experience or 
on an assumed epiphany. 

Still, the statements have some validity, according to the unbe
liever, because their foundation is experience and close observa
tion. They are time-tested proverbs. 

So, the Bible is worth reading and the portions you agree with 
ought to be followed, which is, of course, "will-worship" and "not 
of any value ... " 

If you conclude that the critic of the Bible who follows this 
pattern is intellectually dishonest, you are entirely correct. 

The aggravating feature is that this whole deception comes out 
of academia where fairness and straightforwardness ought to pre
vail. 

Paul T. Yarbrough, a New Mexico attorney, who is involved 
with pro-family and conservative politics has written an interesting 
piece on what universities ought to be. Here is a summary of some 
of his conclusions: 

"For our survival as a nation, to advance the cause of liberty 
and preserve what is left of our Judea-Christian culture, faith and 
reason must infuse the life of an American college. There is no 
other way to achieve excellence. Do any institutions in our land 
value these imperatives? Yes, islands of sanity do exist, thank God. 
How does a school arrive at excellence? Here are what I believe to 
be the essential guideposts: 

1 Much if not all of the Bible critics' assumptions are based on insufficient evidence, some 
of which is imaginary and not real. 
1 An unbeliever challenged anyone to write a harmony of the four gospel writers' account 
of the resurrection of Jesus. I responded to his dare with a written account that included 
every word in the gospels about the resurrection account of Jesus. Try as he might, the 
atheist was not able to find anything left out or any contradiction. If you would like to see 
a copy of this concord, send a request to P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269. 
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"1. 'Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
set you free.' These simple words of Jesus should be 
our model. Schools must recognize that truth exists, 
and free societies only can be built upon truth. 

"2. A great American university advances the po
sition that Western Civilization, known as Christen
dom until the nineteenth century, must be under
stood and recognized as the principle historical force 
advancing free societies. 

"3. A university must maintain rigorous academ
ics and a high-quality faculty to support its mission 
statement. Professors should be living witnesses for 
their specialties, not mere functionaries. The univer
sity must have a core curriculum in which all stu
dents, not just those taking philosophy and theology 
courses, participate in the quest for truth. The core 
ought to include an emphasis on the great books, in
cluding, of course, the Bible. 

"4. Participation in religion must be encouraged. 
A university should have chapels that are not just 
handsome, anachronistic curiosities put to more cul
turally sensitive uses but are used for their original 
purpose. There should be regular worship services 
that are well attended. 

"5. Is there a patriotic spirit about the place or is 
love of country mocked? Do students and faculty rec
ognize that they are blessed to be Americans, or does 
the "blame America first" crowd dominate the 
school? 

"6. The arts and entertainment on campus must 
uphold what is inspirational, timeless, wholesome and 
beautiful. That includes a school's architecture. It is 
critical that students are taught to find the highest as
pirations of the human spirit in the structure and po
etry of true art. It is equally important that filth is rec
ognized for what it is and tossed out with the garbage. 
Clean fun is cool at an excellent American college. 

"7. The institutional structure and management 
should be morally and financially sound. 

"8. All sanctioned student activities must be con
sistent with the university's mission of promoting 
genuine and wholesome liberal education. The 
administration's approval of leftist advocacy groups 
pushing homosexual, feminist, pro-abortion and 
anti-life causes should disqualify the school. 

"9. It is imperative that a university spread its 
message to the larger community. 

"10. The result of all this effort must speak for it
self. We should see graduates advance their religions 
and the principles of Western Civilization." 

4 

Yarbrough also wrote: "Thomas Jefferson is al-
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ways a reliable source for insights about education. 
In 1778, he wrote in A Bill for the More General Dif
fusion of Knowledge that a liberal education is essen
tial to protect individuals in the free exercise of their 
natural rights: 'whence it becomes expedient for pro
moting public happiness that those persons whom 
nature hath endowed with genius and virtue, should 
be rendered by liberal education worthy to receive, 
and able to guard the sacred deposit of the rights and 
liberties of their fellow citizens."' 

It is heart-rending to notice that most of the in
stitutions of higher learning in America were estab
lished and nurtured by God-fearing people who 
looked upon the schools as bastions of faith and 
clean living - a place where men and women were 
taught how to be gentlemen and ladies - and to see 
today the shameful condition of most of these 
schools. They have gone down a slippery slope into 
full-grown secularism and hedonism. 

It is time to lift up our voices in protest and call 
upon the schools to return to their roots. 

The gospel is the "power of God unto salvation." 
To the extent we hold to the immutable word of God 
with a grip so tight that we would rather die than re
linquish that hold, we have power. To the extent we 
water-down the gospel and present it as a matter of 
choice instead of absolute necessity, we will be weak 
and useless. 

More than ever before in our generation we need 
stout-hearted men and women who will not compro
mise one iota of divine truth. That is our power. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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Apocolypse 
(continued from page 1) 

saying, "I know thy works, toil, and patience." 
He understands their long, strenuous, fatiguing 

labor. When in human form and on his earthly mis
sion, Jesus was often bone-tired and drooping in wea
riness. Picture him sitting exhausted by a well and 
begging a drink of water from a Samaritan woman 
(John 4:6-8). 

Even today, with flaming eyes, he looks upon and 
sympathizes with his hard-pressed, and often worn
out disciples. He knows about road-worn, strained 
muscles and loss of vigor and freshness. 

His heart goes out to soldiers in the foxholes and 
words ring out like pistol shots, "Watch ye, stand fast 
in the faith, quit you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. 
16:13). 

The reward for earthly labor is more earthly la
bor. The reward for toiling in the vineyard of the 
Lord is "toiling on, toiling on, and on." 

No matter how tired you are and how worn-out 
you feel, the command is "Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to the whole creation." Let none 
be left behind in hearing the "wonderful story of 
love." 

jesus commends his valiant ones for finding evil 
men unbearable. He does not expect us to be unrea
sonably radical and unbalanced in rooting out false 
teachers, but he does expect us to in all civility iden
tify and reject those who falsely claim apostolic 
power. It is noble to find them untrue and treacher
ous. 

He knows how betrayal feels. 
When those who "were once enlightened" turn 

"back from the holy commandment delivered to 
them," they jeopardize their souls and cause the great 
heart of jesus to bleed. They are dastardly traitors to 
the highest and holiest cause mortals can know. 

Their end is perdition. 
The Lord's army must find them false, and first 

entreat, and then rebuke them. If they will not re
pent, their fate is sure and sealed. We take no plea
sure in it, but we would be fools not to recognize it. 
jesus takes note of it and so must we. 

The Captain of our salvation again encourages us 
to be "not weary in well doing" (Gal. 6:9; 2 Thess. 
3:13; Heb. 12:3). To the Ephesians he gives these 
soul-cheering words, "thou hast patience and didst 

bear for my name's sake, and hast not grown weary" 
(Rev. 2:3). 

You did not give up no matter how heavy the 
load or rough the road. 

You took his "yoke upon you" and did not allow 
pain and hardship to cause you to stumble. He gives 
you strength for the day's labor and rest to your soul. 
Even when the stormy "billows are tossing high," he 
gives you a ray of hope, and it shines brighter and 
brighter until the coming of a perfect day. 

The vineyard of the Lord is a place of unceasing 
toil under a brazen and burning sun. We wordlessly 
bear "the burden of the day and the scorching heat." 
The work is wearisome, but the joy is as constant as 
the sun's rays. It is a mixture of labor and happiness. 
It is, after all, the vineyard of the Lord, and there is 
an anticipation of reward at the end of the day. We, 
like jesus, "endure" because of "the joy that is set be
fore us" (Heb. 12:2). 

Discipline is necessary for soldiers. An undisci
plined soldier is a disaster in waiting. Infantrymen 
must learn unquestioning obedience. In the heat of 
battle, we cannot disregard an officer's command. 
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That would generate chaos. Anarchy has no place in 
the military and is intolerable. 

Jesus admonishes the saints in Ephesus to recap
ture their ardor. He said, "But I have this against 
thee, that thou didst leave thy first love" (Rev. 2:4 ). 

Fruit of Repentance 

That is followed by these words, "Remember there
fore whence thou art fallen, and repent and do the 
first works" (Rev. 2:5). 

He recalls them to the intensity, zeal, and loyalty 
of earlier days. Paul called on Timothy to "remember 
the good confession," which he made "in the sight of 
many witnesses." The aged apostle calls on the 
young man to recollect the joy, determination, and 
eagerness he knew when he first confessed Jesus as 
Lord (1 Tim. 6: 12). 

Unbridled enthusiasm rides with the soldier of 
the cross. 

The apostle just a few sentences later adds the 
powerful plea, "0 Timothy, guard that which is com
mitted unto thee, turning away from the profane 
babblings and oppositions of the knowledge which is 
falsely so called; which some professing have erred 
concerning the faith. Grace be with you" (1 Tim. 
6:20-21). 

Take careful note of the line of reasoning: 
• Fight the good fight of faith (1 Tim. 6: 12) 
• Remember the good confession (1 Tim. 6:12) 
• Be possessed of an informed zeal (1 Tim. 6: 12) 
• Guard that which is committed to you (1 Tim. 

6:20) 1 

• Turn away from knowledge which is falsely so 
called2 (1 Tim. 6:20) 

• Do not be taken in by irreverent babble and 
contradictions (1 Tim. 6:20) 

• Some professing knowledge have swerved 
from the faith (1 Tim. 6:21) 

• God's grace sustains the loyal soldier (1 Tim. 
6:21) 

Apathy is displeasing to Jesus. He expects his fol
lowers - his solders - to be fervent. 3 Service in 
heaven's army demands being excited about the gos
pel, salvation, and teaching. 

At the first temple cleansing Jesus' disciples 

remembered the prophecy, "Zeal for thy house hath 
eaten me up" Oohn 2: 17). Upon returning to the well 
at Sychar with food to refresh their exhausted Master 
and seeing him animated in anticipation of preaching 
salvation to a multitude, the followers of the Son of 
God were amazed, and supposed that someone had 
given him food. His answer was, "My meat is to do the 
will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work." 

Half-hearted, sporadic, hesitant service will win 
no battles. An army filled with soldiers th'at under
stand and love their cause so much that they are will
ing to die for it often defeats a larger enemy force. 

Believe what you believe ... and believe it with 
all your heart. Otherwise, you are not an asset but a 
distraction. 

Jesus calls you to selfless, exuberant service. 

A Local Congregation Can be Removed 

He gives this warning: "Or else I come to thee, and 
will move thy candlestick out of its place, except 
thou repent" (Rev. 2:5). 

It is an "or else" proposition. You do it, "or else." 
Jesus will remove a candlestick for faithlessness. 

Jesus knows his own and calls them by their name; 
his own know him and follow him Oohn 10:3, 14). 

Those who do not follow the instructions of the 
good shepherd are not his sheep. Even those who 
think they are his sheep are rejected because they fail 
to "trust and obey" (Matt. 7:22-23). 

Hate Every Wrong Way 

Jesus gives a further word of commendation: "But 
this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate" (Rev. 2:6). 

"Hate" seems to be a harsh word and we impul
sively shrink from it. Most of the time hate is not 
good, but there is a time and place when it is good 
for hate to be on display. The sweet singer of Israel 
knew when and what to hate (Pss. 26:5; 31:6; 
97:10; 101:3; 110:104; 139:21). 

Do not be hypocritical, hate the evil and hold to 
the good (Rom. 12:9). Those who are on the Lord's 
side never fly false colors. Love is not deceptive and 
misleading, but is open and frank. Straightforward
ness is virtuous. 

1 "Guard" is a military term and goes also with "fight the good fight of faith" 
2 Not everything called knowledge is true knowledge. There is such a thing as false knowledge. It is possible for a well-meaning person to become so 
puffed-up with much learning as to become an air-head. There is a difference in "much learning" and in "intelligence." God grant us the good sense 
to know the difference between the two. 
3 Synonyms for "fervent" are: "avid, ardent, eager, enthusiastic, passionate, zealous, fanatical, impassioned, burning, intense, vehement, heated". 
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The saved in Ephesus hated the work of the 
Nicolaitans (notice, they hated the Nicolaitans' work 
- not the Nicolaitans). Jesus joined them in hating 
the wickedness of the Nicolai tans. 4 

Promise of Reward 
"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches. To him that overcometh, to 
him will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in 
the Paradise of God" (Rev. 2:7). 

Jesus speaks in a royal fashion when he says, "I 
will give ... " He, too, fought and overcame. He 
seems to call to his valiant soldiers, "Hold the fort, 
for I am coming." 

The promise is to "him that overcometh." Fight
ing is always hard; wining is always joyful. 

Saints are to "fight the good fight of faith." 
Those who battle the devil and conquer him, are 
promised the reward of victory. 

Life is a battle between good and evil, between 
truth and error. We may win the battle. The winning 
is glorious. 

Each of the seven letters ends with a promise. 
The righteous receive "the recompense of reward" 
(Heb. 10:35). Jesus richly rewards hard work and 
sacrifice. The blood, sweat, and tears of the war we 
exchange for delicious fruit when we lay our armor 
down at Jesus' feet. 

At the end of each letter, Jesus helps us to under
stand another brilliant facet of the heavenly prize. 
When we consider all the promises, the reward is 
overwhelming. 

Eating of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of 
God, means satisfaction, unspeakable joy, and total 
contentment. Happiness that cannot be improved. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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" We will discuss the Nicolai tans in more detail when we review the letter to the church in Pergamum (Rev. 2: 12-17). 

Five Logical Errors 
By Andrew Tallman 

I t is core doctrine of pro-gay orthodoxy that ho
mosexuals are born gay. Though science has yet 
failed to affirm or deny this, the vast majority of 

gays and their supporters are convinced of it. Sexual 
orientation is seen as something discovered, not cho
sen. Instead of debating the merit of this assertion, 
let's grant the premise that sexual orientation is de
termined prior to birth by genetic, gestational or 
other factors. The question is whether any valid con
clusions flow from this. I don't think so. 

Error I: Sexual orientation cannot change 
If present at birth, sexual orientation could come 
from either biology or psychology. If biological, then 
a medical procedure may be discovered to alter it. 
Science gushes with the ability to change things we 
were born with, especially conditions which past 
generations considered permanent. We can treat ge
netic diseases, repair cleft palates, perform height-

enhancing surgeries and even perform sex-change 
operations. 

Similarly, if the issue is psychological, treatments 
may be possible. Many traits and behavioral patterns 
people believe ought or need to be changed can be 
adjusted by good counseling or psychopharmacol
ogy. Simple induction concludes that if medicine 
goes looking for a treatment for homosexuality, it 
might find one. 

Many gays will be outraged at this line of reason
ing. But why? We've been told that homosexuality 
can't be a choice- apparently because so few would 
choose it. Clearly some gays would relish the power 
to turn their unwanted condition into an optional 
one. And why shouldn't other gays be happy for 
those who would then be truly free to choose? After 
all, they're happy for sex-change operations, which 
make it possible for transgender persons to undo the 
birth nature they think was mistakenly given them. 
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How can gender be so fixably wrong but sexual ori
entation so unfixably right? 

Error 2: I have no choice about how I behave 
There are two kinds of inborn behavioral tendencies: 
the resistible and the irresistible. Unless we are sup
posed to believe that homosexuality is so involuntary 
that every gay sex act is literally a matter of biologi
cal determinism, we are left with the more plausible 
alternative: the desire to have gay sex does not com
pel anyone to actually ever have gay sex. One may 
not be able to control who attracts him, but he can 
certainly control who he has sex with. Consider the 
non sequitur of a gay man offering to explain last 
night's particular sexual encounter by saying, "Well, 
I was born gay, you know." 

Free will is precisely the capacity to resist a car
nal urge. If a gay person can refrain from sex even 
once, he has shown such free will. Thus, sexual 
choices devolve to him, not to his inborn disposition. 
Of course, straight people and gay people alike deny 
their sexual impulses all the time. 

Error 3: If I were born gay, 
then ading upon it must be good. 

No one denies that gays have strong desires to be 
sexual with like-minded, like-bodied others. But 
strong desires do not justify behavior. Otherwise the 
study of ethics would be nothing more than the ar
ticulation of our impulses. 

Some men may be born promiscuous (and per
haps most are), but this doesn't legitimize adultery 
(or polygamy, for that matter). Since morality in
volves precisely the question of which desires are 
good to act upon, gay behavior cannot be justified 
merely on the grounds of experienced gay desire. 
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Error 4: If I were born gay, 
then this is simply who I am. 

In gay doctrine, being gay isn't seen as an important 
part of one's identity. It's seen as the definitive center 
of it. But why should this be so? 

I am a Christian, a baseball fan, right-handed, a 
philosopher, red-headed, and heterosexual. None of 
these is the sum or limit of my identity. However, the 
ones I've chosen or chosen to act upon define me far 
more than those I happened to be born with. Thus, 
though choosing to have gay sex is certainly a key 
part of one's identity, being born with the predilec
tion to do so is not. 

Error 5: If I were born gay, 
God must have made me this way. 

Of all the untenable conclusions drawn from the 
born gay premise, this is the most scandalous. 
Whereas claiming that God has His hand in the cre
ation of every child is uncontroversial, alleging that 
every element of that child's physical, emotional and 
even sexual state at birth are all intended by God is 
quite another thing. If this pattern of inference were 
allowed, we would have to believe that God desires 
every birth defect, handicap, psychological disorder 
or behavioral tendency we can trace to early child
hood. God may allow such things, but that is theo
logical miles from saying that God wanted them. 

Yet there is a much deeper blunder embedded in 
this particular claim. The idea that people have inap
propriate inclinations from birth is not unique to the 
born-gay meme. In fact, it's so far from unique that it's 
actually a cornerstone premise of Christian theology. 
Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestants all agree 
about this one key concept: mankind suffers from a 
predisposition to sin, a polluted condition that makes 
every one of us desire immorality from our birth. 

Thus, in a very real sense, one might say that 
we're all born gay, although the historically preferred 
terminology is that we're all born with the capacity 
to sin. We are surely born with corrupt desires, but 
that doesn't mean God intended us to act on them. 

Although I have serious doubts about the claim 
that sexual orientation is determined at birth, the is
sue is largely academic since nothing important hangs 
on it. Being born gay doesn't prevent change, prohibit 
choice, justify behavior, form identity or implicate 
God. It just means that the moral challenges of the gay 
person are different from mine. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
Fp 



(Grover Cleveland Brewer had the ability to say profound things in simple words. Few living today had the op
portunity to sit at his feet and listen to his spellbinding messages. He was a powerful preacher. We honor his 
memory. We take pleasure in printing one of his masterful sermons. It is the kind of preaching that made the 
church strong and that will make the church strong again.) 

Christ's Blood Saves Us 
By G. C Brewer 

T his piece deals with the question of vicarious 
atonement. Of course you understand that 
vicarious means one suffering for another 

- the innocent for the guilty. 
This doctrine has been scoffed at by unbelievers, 

and it is today rejected by some religious teachers -
the modernists for example. 

They reject the idea for two reasons. 
First, they have such a high estimate of them

selves and they glory so much in man's worth and 
powers and achievements, know that sin, suffering 
and death are here, and that all of man's science and 
philosophy have not removed these things from the 
earth. If we admit this, surely we are ready to seek a 
remedy - to welcome a relief. 

This relief and this remedy can come only 
through divine grace - through the Gospel of 
Christ. The Bible abundantly teaches that man is lost 
and that the Son of God came to seek and to save; 
that the blood was shed for our remission and that 
the cross is the emblem of our salvation. That we 
"must needs go home by the way of the cross." That 
the blood-sprinkled way is the only way. You will 
now please permit me to quote a few passages from 
God's holy word to illustrate this thought. Most of 
you are familiar with these texts, but they are the 
words of life and you like for them to be sung over 
and over again to you. In the midst of the religious 
and intellectual confusion and false philosophy of 
our day this blessed Bible doctrine comes like a 
gentle shower upon the parched earth. But hear the 
Scriptures. 

The prophet Zechariah foresaw man's redemp
tion through the "fountain filled" with blood and 
sung of it in these words: "In that day there shall be a 
fountain opened to the house of David and to the in
habitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness" 
{Zech. 13: 1). 

Isaiah also caught the vision of one coming up 
with "dyed garments from Bozrah" and sang of the 
mighty to save: 'Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glori
ous in his apparel, marching in the greatness of his 
strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and 
thy garments like him that treadeth in the winevat? I 
have trodden the winepress alone; and of the 
peoples there was no man with me" (Isa. 63:1-3). 

And of course we all remember what he says in 
the fifty-third chapter: "But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and 
Jehovah laid upon him the iniquity of us all." 

The wicked Caiaphas unwittingly prophesied 
that Christ would die for others: 

But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being 
high priest that year, said unto them, Ye 
know nothing at all nor do ye take account 
that it is expedient for you that one man 
should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not. Now this he said 
not of himself: but being high priest that 
year, he prophesied that Jesus should die 
for the nation; and not for the nation only, 
but that he might also gather together into 
one the children of God that are scattered 
abroad. 

Our Lord himself not only taught that his blood 
was shed for human redemption, but he also erected 
a monument to perpetuate that doctrine: he insti
tuted a memorial feast. How can modernists cel
ebrate the Lord's supper? Whether they call it 
"eucharist," sacrament" or something else, it has one 
meaning. Hear this: 
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And as they were eating, Jesus took bread 
and blessed, and brake it; and he gave to 
the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my 
body. And he took a cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 
for this is my blood and the covenant, 
which is poured out for many unto remis
sion of sins (Matt. 26:28). 

The following passages from Paul will leave no 
doubt as to what he taught. We give them one after 
the other without comment. Notice the emphasis 
upon the blood and the cross. 

Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made 
you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord 
which he purchased with his own blood 
(Acts 20:28). 

But now apart from the law a righteous
ness of God hath been manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; even 
the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; for 
there is no distinction; for all have sinned, 
and fall short of the glory of God; being 
justified freely by his grace through the re
demption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God 
set forth to be a propitiation, through faith, 
in his blood, to show his righteousness be
cause of the passing over of the sins done 
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aforetime, in the forbearance of God; for 
the showing, I say, of his righteousness at 
this present season: that he might himself 
be just, and the justified of him that hath 
faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:21-26.). 

To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
which he freely bestowed on us in the Be
loved: in whom we have our redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace (Eph. 1:6-7). 

Wherefore remember, that once ye, the 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
Uncircumcision by that which is called Cir
cumcision, in the flesh, made by hands; that 
ye were at that time separate from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of the 
promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye 
that once were far off are made nigh in the 
blood of Christ (Eph. 2:11-13). 

For it was the good pleasure of the Father 
that in him should all the fulness dwell; and 
through him to reconcile all things unto 
himself, having made peace through the 
blood of his cross; through him, I say, 
whether things upon the earth, or things in 
the heavens. And you, being in time past 
alienated and enemies in your mind in your 
evil works, yet now hath he reconciled in 
the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and without blemish and 
unreprovable before him (Col. 1: 19-22). 

John tells us that the blood not only cleanses sin
ners when they obey the gospel, but he shows us also 
that it constantly, continuously, keeps Christians
those who walk in the light - free from sin. Con
stantly cleanses them. Hear John: 

And this is the message which we have 
heard from him and announce unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness 
at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 
him and walk in the darkness, we· lie, and 
do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanseth us from all sm. If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and righteous to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us (1 
John 1:5-9). 



Peter many times emphasized this doctrine and 
chimed in with the whole chorus of inspired men on 
the sublime theme of Christ Crucified. Let us hear Pe
ter: 

And if ye call on him as Father, who with
out respect of persons judgeth according to 
each man's work, pass the time of your so
journing in fear: knowing that ye were re
deemed, not with corruptible things, with 
silver or gold, from your vain manner of life 
handed down from your fathers: but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb without blem
ish and without spot, even the Word of 
Christ: who was foreknown indeed before 
the foundation of the world, but was mani
fested at the end of the times for your sake 
(1 Pet. 1: 17-20). 

The seven thunders of the apocalypse also added 
testi mony to this doctrine in many places. When 
John saw the redeemed host in white garments here
ports this conversation concerning them: 

And one of the elders answered, saying 
unto me, These that are arrayed in the 
white robes, who are they, and whence 
came they And I say unto him, My lord, 
thou knowest. And he said to me, These are 
they that come out of the great tribulation, 
and they washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 
7:13-15). 

But the teaching of Hebrews (ninth and tenth 
chapters) is as clear and strong as language, logic and 
analogy can make it. It says that Christ offered him
self for our sins, purchased eternal redemption with 
his blood and then with the merit of that shed blood 
went into the Holy of Holies to appear before the 
face of God for us. That the Israelites were cleansed 
from ceremonial defilement by the blood of calves 
and goats, but that our consciences - our souls -
are cleansed from actual sin by the blood of Christ; 
that the old covenant, the tabernacle and all the ves
sels of the ministry were sanctified by blood and that 
likewise the new covenant and all that appertains to 
the service of God under it are blood-purchased and 
blood-sanctified. 

And concludes, "Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission" (Heb. 9:22). 

This, of course, settles the question with all who 
accept the Bible as a standard. That book being true, 
you cannot be saved without the blood. 

Yet we find many men who claim to believe the 
Bible and who will agree with us theoretically that 

nothing can take away our sins but the blood of Jesus 
and who will turn right around and contend for a 
principle or an idea that is inimical to the doctrine of 
the blood atonement. 

And not only that, but they live in harmony with 
that false idea. They claim to believe in the efficacy 
of Christ's atonement- of his blood- and yet by 
their conduct they count it an unholy thing. 

They neglect and refuse to have it applied to 
their souls and trust something else for salvation. 
How in the light of all those plain, pointed, unmis
takable statements of God's word can you trust any
thing to save you but the blood of Jesus? How can 
you afford to remain out from under the blood? To 
remain out of the covenant, out of the blood-bought 
church? Many of you are doing it. 

For example, you speak to a man about obeying 
the gospel - about becoming a Christian - and he 
will begin to make one excuse or another, and in the 
final analysis all the excuses amount to the same 
thing, which is "I don't think it is necessary for me to 
obey the gospel- I think I'll be saved anyway." That 
is tantamount to saying: "So far as I am concerned 
there was no need for Jesus to die. I can be saved 
without him. I don't need his blood to cleanse me. 
So far as my salvation is concerned, his blood is a 
useless thing." 

That is just what you say, every time you try to 
offer any reason for not surrendering to Christ and 
allowing him to take away your sins. 
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Sometimes a man will say, "I'm just as good as 
many church members. There are so many hypo
crites in the church. I will just risk my chance out of 
the fold - out of Christ." 

Yes, there are hypocrites in the church. We can
not deny that charge, however embarrassing it may 
be. But that will not give you any advantage. That 
will not be any plea for your redemption. If every 
professed Christian on earth tonight were a hypo
crite - which is not true, of course - that would 
not save you. 

You cannot be saved on other men's demerits. To 
plead the hypocrisy of church members is to sen
tence Christ to a useless death because his friends 
have betrayed him. Even the Pharisees were too logi
cal, if not too fair, to send Christ to the cross because 
of the treachery and hypocrisy of Judas Iscariot 

In addition, even if you are as good as the best 
church member you cannot be saved out of Christ. 
Church members will not be saved on their own 
goodness. They do not expect that, or they would 
not be in Christ. They expect to be found in him not 
having a righteousness of their own, even that which 
is by the law, that is, a righteousness attained by com
plying with legal requirements or by measuring up to 
a perfect standard, "but that which is through faith 
in Christ Jesus, the righteousness which is from God 
through faith" (Phil. 3 :9). 

Sometimes we find men who are depending on 
their own morality- their own worth and merit for 
salvation. 

What a delusion! 
There were good men in that sense, my friends, 

before Jesus came to the earth to die for us. They 
had good laws, too; a high moral code. A law that 
was given by Jehovah and was ordained to life- in
tended to give life (Rom. 7:10). This law was holy, 
and the commandment holy and righteous and good, 
but men were carnal, sold under sin, and this law 
proved to be to death because it exacted more of 
men than they could do. In addition, by the works of 
the law no flesh is justified. Then by what sort of law 
or system of laws are you going to be saved, today? 

Paul says, '"For if there had been a law given 
which could make alive, verily righteousness would 
have been of the law" (Gal. 3:21). However, was 
such a law ever given? No, indeed. Hear him again: 
"For if righteousness is through the law, then Christ 
died for nought" (Gal. 2:21). 

Paul speaks of the Law of Moses, for he else
where says, "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
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made me free from the law of sin and death" (Rom 
8:2). This was something the Mosaic Law could not 
do (Rom 8:3). The Law of Christ makes the sinner 
free from spiritual death.Our righteousness - that 
is, the righteousness that commends us to God, that 
saves - is from Christ, The song of every real Chris
tian - every one who knows the Bible - is: 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
On Christ the Solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

Nothing in the Bible is more clearly stated than 
this. Hear these passages: 

But now apart from the law a righteous
ness of God hath been manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets: even 
the righteousness of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus unto all them that believe 
(Rom. 3:21-22). 

But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who was 
made unto us wisdom from God, and righ
teousness and sanctification, and redemp
tion: that, according as it is written, He that 
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord (1 Cor. 
1:30-31.) 

Him who knew no sin he made to be sin 
on our behalf; that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him (2 Cor. 5:21). 

Yea verily, and I count all things to be loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered 
the loss of all things and do count them but 
refuse, that I may gain Christ, and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of mine 
own, even that which is of the law. but that 
which is through faith in Christ, the righ
teousness which is from God by faith" (Phil. 
1:8-23). 

Only through the righteousness of our Redeemer 
shall we see the face of God. You cannot possibly be 
saved on your own efforts without the healing balm 
of the cross. You cannot reach heaven by your own 
moral achievements. You are leaning on a broken 
reed, my friends. You are building on the moving 
sands of a treacherous and unsafe foundation. You 
would just as well to try to climb a moonbeam to 
heaven as to try to pass through those gates of pearl 
on your own good works. There is nothing that can 
save you but the blood of Jesus. 

In our own times, we witness the utter failure of 
education, science and philosophy as a means of sav-



ing the world from war, butchery and brutality. 
0, how we should all labor and pray to bring the 

nations under the blood-stained banner of the Prince 
of Peace and induce them to crown him Lord of 
lords and Ruler of the kings of earth. Then we would 
have peace on earth and good will among men. The 
principles of his religion will transform the lives of 
men and fill their hearts with forbearance, forgive
ness, altruism and the peaceable fruits of righteous
ness. They will make all men brothers and fill the 
earth with love, peace and joy. But nothing else will 
do this. "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life." 

But we have already seen that according to the 
Scriptures there is no salvation without the blood. 
"Without the shedding of blood there is no remis
sion." No soul can be saved except through the merit 
of Calvary's Cross. No soul that lived before Christ 
and no soul that lives after Christ has ever been 
saved or can ever be saved except by the blood of the 
crucified One. 

As the beams of the cross pointed in opposite di
rections, so did the significance of the atonement ex
tend in both directions - both backward and for-
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ward. The blood rolled back to the crumbling walls 
of Eden ruined, and rolled down the future to the 
walls of eternity and embraced in its crimson tide all 
the suffering souls of sinful men. For "Christ did by 
the grace of God taste of death for every man" (Heb. 
2:9). 

But, you ask, how were the people who lived be
fore Christ came saved by his blood. 

They were saved by his blood in exactly the same 
way that we are saved by it now. That is, the prin
ciple is the same. 

They were saved through faith in his blood. 
From the time that Abel offered his excellent sac

rifice by faith, in the early dawn of time, when the 
mists of the morning of creation still hung across the 
horizon, down to the hour when Jesus poured out 
his blood on Calvary's hill- every lamb that died 
on the altars of earth was a picture of the Lamb of 
God that was to die to take our sins away. 

Peter says Christ was slain from the foundation 
of the world. How? In the purpose of God and in 
type when Abel's Iamb was slain. That is why God 
required an animal sacrifice - a dying lamb. Abel 
offered his sacrifice by faith, and faith cometh by 
hearing the word of God. Therefore God com
manded this kind of offering. Otherwise it could not 
have been by faith. His faith was in God and whether 
he understood the typical feature of his sacrifice or 
not, God did, and it was a part of a far-reaching, 
eternal plan. 

Paul declares that those sacrifices under the law 
were shadows of good things to come (He b. 10: 14 ). 
Then he tells us that the body which cast this shadow 
is Christ (Col. 2: 16). 

However, what blessing did they receive from 
these offerings? Paul declares that the blood of bulls 
and goats could not take away sin, but that their sins 
were remembered again every year. Ah, that is it, 
they were remembered again at the end of the year, 
but they were not remembered for a year. Their day 
of atonement came annually. Upon that day, their 
sins fell upon them again, but the High Priest went 
into the Holy of Holies that day and offered blood 
for them and they were put forward for a year. This 
they did year by year continually until death claimed 
them. Then the next generation went on with the 
same services and ceremonies. But those who died in 
faith, hence in obedience to God, had their sins 
moved forward, but not forgiven. Then Christ came 
and took them all away, blotted them out forever for 
those who had died in faith. 
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In Hebrews 9:15 the same thought is expressed. 
And for this cause he is the mediator of a 
new covenant, that a death having taken 
place for the redemption of the transgres
sions that were under the first covenant 
they that have been called may receive the 
promise of the eternal inheritance. 

That is the way those people who lived before 
Christ were saved. They were saved by the blood of 
Christ. Through faith in the blood. They manifested 
that faith by doing exactly what God commanded 
them to do. In that obedience there was the picture, 
the type of Christ dying for the sins of the world. 

But now, suppose some ancient Israelite had 
grown wise and philosopical above what was written 
and had said: "I am not going to offer any lamb. I 
don't want that High Priest to take any blood into 
that tent for me. I believe in God. I am going to trust 
God for my salvation. My faith in God is just so 
strong that I am going to rely upon him to save me 
apart from any ordinance, or ceremony or external 
obedience. I have faith - I have faith in God. That 
sacrifice can't save anybody and to offer it would be 
to trust in the blood of a sheep. It would be sheep 
salvation. Excuse me." 

Now, I ask you, which man has faith in God, the 
one who takes him at his word, accepts his provi
sions, and obeys his commands, or the one who re
jects his arrangements, refuses to hear his word and 
rebels at his command ? 

Which do you say? 
Ah, sure, you will answer the one who humbly 

submits and obeys his commands. 
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But was there any cleansing efficacy in the blood 
of those lambs? None whatever. It was impossible 
for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 
Those sacrifices made nothing perfect. 

Then why were they offered? Because God com
manded them- they were pictures of his plan. They 
symbolized Christ. Through them the obedient Isra
elite reached the blood of Christ. 

To put it tersely, God commanded, their faith 
acted, and the blood of Jesus saved. 

Now, upon this side of the cross we are also 
saved through faith in his blood. They looked for
ward to the cross for salvation. We look backward to 
the cross. How do we reach the blood? By faith. 
What sort of faith? The faith that takes God at his 
word, obeys his commands and trusts his promises. 

Again God has commanded, our faith acts, and 
the blood of Jesus saves. 

But what commands does our faith obey before 
we reach the blood? 

Paul says that Christ is the author of eternal sal
vation to all those who obey him (He b. 5 :9). Mter he 
was raised from the dead and had all power in 
heaven and on earth he said to his apostles: "Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that .believeth not shall be damned" 
(Mark 16:15-18). 

Then the first time they ever preached this gospel 
and when men asked what to do, what were they 
told? Here it is: "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 

Believe, repent and be baptized. Those are the 
conditions plainly stated. 

But, says one, I can not be baptized for the remis
sion of sins. That would be water salvation. 

No, it is not. It is salvation through the blood 
and you reach that blood by faith. But you know it is 
not faith that rejects God's commands. Hear Paul: 
"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized 
into jesus Christ were baptized into his death? There
fore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been planted together 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection" (Rom. 6:3-6). 

There we have a likeness of his death again. As 
the obedience of the Israelite pictured the death of 



Christ, then future, so the obedience of the man 
corning unto God now commemorates, symbolizes 
and pictures the death of Christ, now past. Yea, 
there is also now the picture of his burial and resur
rection. 

We die to sin in the likeness of his death, we are 
buried in baptism in the likeness of his burial and 
raised in the likeness of his resurrection. The com
plete likeness of that transaction by which alone we 
are saved. That is the way we reach the blood. 

God made the death of his Son to stand in the 
center of the ages as our dying Lamb and Savior. And 
he so arranged his plan that all who came to him for 
mercy and salvation before the death of Christ did 

that in obedience to him which was a symbol and 
prophecy of that dying Savior. And now his com
mands on this side of the cross require those who 
come to him for mercy to do that which symbolizes 
and commemorates that dying, buried, and risen 
Savior. That is the center and soul of all divine ser
vice. It is that which gives point and meaning to any 
law, doctrine, creed or command. That has been the 
theme of all inspired men. It was the refrain of the 
prophets' song and the high-ringing, resounding 
note of the angels' chorus. It is the hope of earth and 
the joy of heaven. 
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A New Hermeneutic 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

The word hermeneutics speaks of the rules or 
standards of interpretation. Everyone who 
reads the Bible with the intent of under

standing it has in his mind some ideas for determin
ing the meaning. For the layman, those standards 
may be vague and undefined. For the serious student 
and most preachers, they are more substantial. 

For the past 200 years preachers and scholars of 
churches of Christ have shared the same basic ap
proach to interpreting the Bible as conservative 
scholars of the evangelical churches. This is seen in 
the myriad of references in their writings to com
mentaries and other reference volumes written by 
earlier scholars of the Anglican, Lutheran, Re
formed, Presbyterian and Baptist churches. Where 
our conclusions differed, the reason was often that 
they had a creedal statement to which they had to 
conform but we did not. That widely accept herme
neutic has served us well, enabling us to handle 
aright the word of truth (2 Tim. 2: 15). For ministe
rial students, hermeneutics was a basic component of 
their education. 

In recent years, a new point of view has emerged 
in the Bible departments of some of our Christian 
universities which is being widely utilized by the ad
vocates of change. This new point of view grew out 
of a new desire. In days past every member of the 

church of Christ made it his goal to search the scrip
tures to learn what the earliest Christians believed, 
how they were saved and how they worshiped. He 
then sought to conform his religious life to that pat
tern (2 Tim. 1:13). 

In the latter-half of the 20th century there evolved 
a new desire among certain of our brethren. As the 
need is father to the invention, so a desire is father to 
the new scheme of understanding God's word. The 
questions were, "How can we escape the narrow con
fines of having to produce Bible authority for what 
we say or do, without renouncing our association 
with the churches of Christ? How can we gain accep
tance, standing and respect with our denominational 
neighbors and still claim to be non-denominational 
Christians? How can we introduce instruments of 
music into our worship and still claim to speak where 
the Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible is 
silent? How can we meet the demands of feminism 
and still claim to be founded on the Bible? How can 
we attract the Baby Boomers and following genera
tions if our worship and message seem so old fash
ioned? We don't like the embarrassment of being dif
ferent from our religious neighbors. How can we be 
more like them? 

The answer they found was, we need a new way 
of reading and interpreting our Bible so we can still 
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claim membership in the schools or churches tha t 
pay our sa lari es and yet be freed of the bind ing 
shackles of God 's word. Enter a man with a new 
herm eneuti c, a way of interpreting the Bible that 
leaves such fo lks free to believe and practice their re
li gion wi th extensive freedo m while outwardly 
claiming loyalty to the church of Christ. The scholar 
was Dr. Thomas O lbricht. W hile pursuing a graduate 
degree a t H arvard he had discovered a new para
digm out o f which came a new hermeneuti c, i.e. a 
new way of interpreting the Bible! Teaching at 
Abilene Christian University and la ter a t Pepperdine, 
he was able to share his new di scovery with some 
2,000 young and impressionable preac her students. 

As the docto r 's disciples went fo rth , some to fill 
pul pits and others to teach in Christian schools, they 
car ried the seeds of his new way of understanding 
God's word. By the turn of the century votaries of 
this new approach were suffic ient in number and in
fl ue nce to publ icly challenge the traditional way of 
interpreta tion our brethren had employed fo r some 
200 years. Using sarcasm, ridicule, and pretended 
scholarship as chief weapons they set about to dis
credit their predecessors and th ose who were con
tent to approach the Bible as the authoritati ve stan-
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dard for God's church. Controlling our three largest 
universit ies and one small co ll ege and with a foot
ho ld in at least four others, they were in a position to 

influence a sizeable number of the future preachers 
of the church. They found much sympathy and no 
cri t icism fro m the Chr;st;an Chronicle, the brother
hood paper with the la rgest circulation. With the re
sources of Abilene Christian University Press behind 
them, they could publish and circulate a steady 
scream of books advancing their new approach to the 
Bible. 

The desire had brought fo rth the needed adjust
ment fo r the advocates o f change. They could de
clare their love fo r the church of Christ and the Bible 
and still do as their hearts desired. They could carry 
t heir Bibles inro their pulpit and teach t he po pular 
themes of evangelicalism. T hey co uld quo te the 
same scriptu res and use the same wo rds with new 
meanings. The average person in the pew would not 
recognize the difference until he was won-over or 
fo rced fro m his church. The new hermeneutic is 
simply a new cloak for old errors long embraced by 
denominational preachers . 
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From the Knees of Jesus 
By Terry R. Townsend 

Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye 
say wel l; for so I am . If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have 

washed your feet; ye also o ught to wash 
one another's feet. For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as l have done 
to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord; neither 
he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye 
do them (John 13:13-17). 

Have you ever stopped to consider the many les
sons taught by our Lord from his knees? From his 
knees he taught hi s disciples to be studious (Mark 
2:46-47), sensible Uohn 8:6-7), submissive (Matt. 
26:39), and selfless (Matt. 27:26) . 

On one occasion, as he washed his disciples feet, 
he taught an all important lesson relative to Chris
tian servitude Uohn 13: 11). What lessons do we 
learn from our Lord as he knelt to wash the feet of 
his followers? 

First, he taught us that the best cure for d iscour
agement is in serving others (cf. John 13 :1-5). Jesus 
knew what lay ahead (betrayal, denial, pain, suffer
ing, death); yet, he did not a llow se lf-p ity to enslave 
him. his focus was on serving others. Trials are part 
of every persons' life, and the best way to extinguish 
feeling sorry for ourselves is in serving others (cf. 1 
Kings 19:1ff; Isa. 6:1-9). 

Secondly, he taught as that compassion should be 
extended to all men, including our enemies (cf. John 
13:6-11). Imagine the human side of Deity as he 
knelt to wash the feet of Judas Iscariot, the one who 
wou ld soon betray him (Matt. 26:14-15). Despite his 
evil intent, Jesus washed his filthy feet. Why? Be
cause he still loved him? Our Lord 's desire is that we 
love all men, including those who may wrong us. "Ye 
have heard that it hath been said, T hou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But say unto you, 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them which despitefull y use you, and perse
cute you" (Matt. 5:43-44; cf. John 13:34-35; Rom. 
12.17-21). 

Thirdly, he taught us that we're never too good 
to serve others (cf. John 13: 12-16). Feet wash ing was 

one o f the lowest forms of service that could be 
given an individual of the first century. It was usually 
a task reserved for slaves. But here was the King of 
kings and Lord of lords kneeling down, towel in 
hand , taking on the form of a servant (cf. Phil. 
2 :3-8). What a lesson for those who had earlier de
bated as to who wou ld be the greatest (Luke 22:24; 
Mark 9:34-35)! Jesus taught that the greatest in the 
kingdom wou ld be any and all who would humbly 
serve. 

Finally, he taught us that true happiness is found 
in serv itude (cf. John 13: 17). The word happy carries 
with it the idea of being supremely blest, fortunate, 
and well-off as it relates to doing God's will. It's not 
enough to hear, understand, and approve what is 
right. One must a lso do it (cf. Matt. 7:21; James 
1:25). Why are so many people in the world un
happy? It's because they are not serving God or their 
fellow man. The key to true happi ness is a Christ
centered li fe. 

Do you want to be a fol lower of Christ? Humble 
yourself and get busy serving others! Paul wou ld 
wr ite, "For, brethren, ye have been cal led unto lib
erty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, 
but by love serve one another" (Gal. 5:13). 
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Life and Death 
2-year-old 6th-grader in Hutchinson, Minn., 

committed to an unusually brave mission for 
the month of April: he intended to wear T

shirts with a pro-life message to his middle school 
every day for a month. 

His courage, however, was met with resistance. 
According to the boy's attorney, his principal and 
teachers told him "not to wear the T-shirts, publicly 
singled him out for ridicule in front of his classmates, 
removed him from class, sent him to the principal's 
office, forced him to turn his pro-life T-shirt inside 
out, and threatened him with suspension if he did 
not stop wearing the offending pro-life T-shirts." 

Over the course of his one-month quest, the boy, 
identified only as K.B., was reprimanded by the 
school a dozen times. 

"We're a Christian family," his mother told the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press. "He knows (abortion) is the 
termination of life. He knows that it's wrong. He 
should have the right to wear the shirt to express 
that. Even if he's the only person at the school who 
believes that, he should still be able to wear that shirt 
under the Constitution, and they've taken that away 
from him." 

K.B. began his T-shirt mission in honor of April 
29th being designated "National Pro-Life T-shirt 
Day" by the American Life League, a group that calls 
itself the "largest grassroots Catholic pro-life organi
zation in the United States." 

K.B. took it a step farther in opting to wear his T
shirts - sometime inside-out as demanded - for a 
month. 

The shirts themselves, all produced by the 
American Life League, displayed photos of unborn 
babies and pro-life messages. One shirt read, "Abor
tion: Growing, Growing, Gone," a second read, 
"What part of abortion don't you understand?" and 
the third read, "Never Known- Not Forgotten" on 
the front with "47,000,000 babies aborted 1973-
2008" printed on the back. 

K.B. reported that he was first confronted on 
April second by a teacher saying that the shirt "could 
be offensive." On April 4th he was sent to the 
principal's office because, his teacher said, the shirt 
was "inappropriate for class." In mid-April, K.B. 's 
mother reports, the school principal told her in a 
phone conversation that the shirts were forbidden 
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because they had become a distraction and "some of 
the kids were starting to ask questions." On April 25 
K.B. was threatened with in-school suspension. 

When April 29 arrived, the day designated as 
"National Pro-Life T-shirt Day," the school principal 
called K.B.'s homeroom and ordered the boy to his 
office. "Why do you keep wearing those shirts when 
you know that they annoy me?" the principal alleg
edly asked. 

Throughout that day, K.B. was singled out by his 
teachers, their displeasure with him and with his 
shirts made publicly clear. 

Hutchinson school district policy specifically 
states that schools are not to "abridge the rights of 
students to express political, religious, philosophical, 
or similar opinions by wearing apparel on which 
messages are stated." The policy does prohibit lewd, 
vulgar, obscene or profane messages. 

"We allow (a slogan on a T-shirt) as long as it 
doesn't interrupt or disrupt the educational pro
cess," the school's superintendent told the Student 
Press Law Center. "It's not necessarily the message, 
but if it's offensive or if it disrupts the (educational) 
process." 

K.B. and his mother, Jeanne Ibbitson, claim that 
the shirts contain no offensive material and if there's 
been any disruption in the educational process, it's 
come from teachers objecring to the message. 

Lawyers from the Thomas More Law Center, a 
non-profit law firm whose purpose is to provide "le
gal representation without charge to defend and pro
tect Christians and their religious beliefs in the pub
lic square," has now filed a federal lawsuit in the U.S. 
District Court to defend K.B.'s Constitutional rights. 

Richard Thompson, President and Chief Counsel 
of the Law Center, commented, "This courageous 
young Christian was ridiculed and threatened by 
teachers for expressing his deeply held beliefs. These 
school officials iclearly violated the U.S. Constitution 
and the school's own written dress policy, which spe
cifically states it is not intended to abridge the rights 
of students to express political or religious mes
sages." 

Specifically, the lawsuit charges that the school's 
actions run counter to the 1969 U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling of Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Com
munity School District, which clarified that schools 



cannot censor student speech without a reasonable 
expectations of "material and substantial disruption" 
or invasion of other's rights. 

"They allow students to practice their First 
Amendment rights as long as it's not disruptive to 
the learning process and as long as it's not lewd, vul
gar, obscene or profane," said a spokesman for the 
Law Center. "According to the Supreme Court and 
many circuit courts, you can't bootstrap that into 
(banning) unpopular or unpleasant viewpoints." 

The lawsuit seeks recognition that the school has 
violated K.B. 's rights and that it applied its dress 
code in an unconstitutional manner. It asks that the 
court instruct the school to no longer reprimand or 

discipline K.B. for exercising his rights, and it seeks a 
jury trial to determine damages. Ibbitson explained 
to the Pioneer Press how, in part, her son has suffered 
from the school's reaction. "He shouldn't have lost 
his reputation as a good kid," she said. "He 
shouldn't be known as the kid who is constantly go
ing to the office. They look at him as defiant now." 

She nonetheless praised her son for standing for 
his convictions. "I applaud him. He is really shy. And 
it's scary to stand up to people in authority," she 
said. "It was hard for him to get up every day and 
put the T-shirt on and go to school to try and carry 
on his mission for the month" (WorldNetDaily, June 
3, 2008). Fp 

(The following information applies to the state of California, but the Prince of this World will see to it that the 
attempt is replicated all across the nation. Watch ye, therefore.) 

God Not Allowed 
uments were heard today in a federal dis
trict court case to determine whether a state 
university system can dictate that private 

Christian schools in the state teach their college prep 
courses from exclusively secular, Bible- and God-free 
textbooks. 

The University of California system adopted a 
policy last year that basic science, history, and litera
ture textbooks by major Christian book publishers 
wouldn't qualify for core admissions requirements 
because of the inclusion of Christian perspectives. 

Robert Tyler, who is representing Calvary Chapel 
Christian School and five students in the case against 
the University of California, told WND that the 
university's discriminatory policy creates an ultima
tum for Christian schools. "If you want courses to be 
approved in private education, so your students are 
qualified to attend (UC) institutions, you must teach 
from a secular point of view," he said. 

"Christian schools will have to decide: teach 
from a Christian worldview and eliminate your 
student's ability to attend a UC school, or teach from 
a secular worldview, so that the kids can enter the 
UC school system," he explained. 

"Essentially what's happening is the UC has to 
pre-approve courses taught in high school," Tyler 
said. "It's pretty shocking, because in depositions UC 

reps made it clear: whether it be English, history or 
science, the addition of a religious viewpoint makes 
it unacceptable." 

Tyler also told WND that though a decision from 
Federal District Court Judge Otero is expected in the 
next two to three weeks, he fully expects the case to 
be appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, and 
perhaps even the U.S. Supreme Court, since both 
sides are firmly entrenched and likely to appeal if 
Otero decides against them. 

"We believe that UC's discrimination is clearly 
unconstitutional and violates the First Amendment, 
because UC is attempting to secularize Christian 
schools," Tyler said. 

"The UC is intent upon defending some 'right' to 
discriminate unlawfully," he said. "They seem stead
fast that students will not be adequately prepared for 
college because a Christian worldview was added to 
their curriculum. 

"We won't accept that, and we're resolved to 
take this to higher court if necessary." 

Under the admissions guidelines to University of 
California colleges, in-state students must either 
score in the top two to three percent on standardized 
tests or complete a core curriculum of approved pre
paratory classes (called "a-g" classes) to be deemed 
eligible for entrance into the state university system. 
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According to the lawsuit, more than 90 percent 
of UC students achieved eligibility by completing an 
approved a-g curriculum. 

Under the disputed policy, however, a-g classes 
based on books that mention God or the Bible don't 
count, effectively making a secular education a pre
requisite for admission. 

After reviewing textbooks from major Christian 
publishers Bob Jones University Press and A Beka 
Book, UC officials deemed them insufficient, specifi
cally because the books supplemented the basic ma
terial with a Christian perspective. 

Burt Carney, an executive with the Association of 
Christian Schools International, said he's met with 
officials for the university system, and was told that 
there was no problem with the actual facts in a BJU 
physics textbook that was disallowed. 

In fact, an ACSI report said, UC officials con
firmed "that if the Scripture verses that begin each 
chapter were removed the textbook would likely be 
approved ... " 

"Here's the very university that talks about aca
demic freedom," Carney said. "It's very discriminat
ing. They don't rule against Muslim or Hindu or 
Jewish (themes) or so forth, only those with a defi
nite Christian theme." 

According to the lawsuit, a variety of textbooks· 
with supplemental perspectives were accepted -just 
not those with a Christian perspective. 

For example, "Western Civilization: The Jewish 
Experience" and "Issues in Mrican History" were ac
cepted, but "Christianity's Influence on American 
History" was rejected. "Feminine Roles in Litera
ture," "Gender, Sexuality, and Identity in Literature" 
and "Literature of Dissent" were accepted, but 
"Christianity and Morality in American Literature" 
was not. 

Most strikingly, "Intra to Buddhism," "Introduc-
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tion to Jewish Thought," "Women's Studies & Femi
nism" and "Raza Studies" were deemed acceptable 
electives, but "Special Providence: American Gov
ernment" was unacceptable, both as a civics and elec
tive course. 

"In other words, (UC schools) routinely approve 
courses which add viewpoints such as non-Christian 
religion, feminism, an ethnic preference, a political 
viewpoint, or multiculturalism, or that focus on reli
gions such as Buddhism or Judaism, (and plaintiffs 
believe they should evenhandedly approve such 
courses), but disapprove courses which add view
points based on conservative Christianity," the court 
filings said. 

The official court documents also charge, "Me
thodically and ominously, (UC schools) have as
sumed increasingly more authority over secondary 
schools in California by expanding the reach and im
pact of requirements for students in nonpublic sec
ondary schools to be eligible for admission to the 
University of California (and effectively also to the 
California State University system). Even without au
thority for and guidance in doing so, (UC schools) 
press onward from deciding admission guidelines to 
determining what viewpoints may and may not be 
taught in secondary school classrooms, which books 
may and may not be used, and what students with 
the same tests scores are and are not eligible for ad
mission to the University of California." 

The ACSI, with the help of Advocates for Faith 
and Freedom, a non-profit law firm dedicated to 
protecting religious liberty in the courts, contends 
the university system's discrimination is unconstitu
tional on several grounds, including an unlawful in
trusion and entanglement of the government in the 
church. 

The court documents state, "Entanglement with 
religion results from (UC schools) and the state pars
ing through the viewpoints and content of Christian 
school instruction and texts to ferret out disap
proved religious views, and intruding into the con
tent of religious schools and texts, and doing that 
when there is no deficiency at all reflected in their 
scores or grades." 

"Every teacher teaches from a point of view," 
Tyler told WND. "We all have a worldview, and if 
you teach from secular perspective, it's a viewpoint. 

"Our argument is that the government has to be 
neutral when it comes to viewpoint" Ouly 19, 2008, 
WorldNetDaily). 



(We print the following article because it so vividly portrays the brutality and inhumanity of Islam.) 

A LiHie Boy 

DAKAR, Senegal (AP) - On the day he decided 
to run away, 9-year-old Coli awoke on a 
filthy mat. Like a pup, he lay curled against 

the cold, pressed between dozens of other children 
sleeping head-to-toe on the concrete floor. His T
shirt was damp with the dew that seeped through the 
thin walls. The older boys had yanked away the 
square of cloth he used to protect himself from the 
draft. He shivered. 

It was still dark as he set out for the mouth of a 
freeway with the other boys, a tribe of 7- 8 -and 9-
year-old beggars. 

Coli padded barefoot between the stopped cars, 
his head reaching only halfway up the windows. His 
scrawny body disappeared under a ragged T-shirt 
that grazed his knees. He held up an empty tomato 
paste can as his begging bowl. 

There are 1.2 million Colis in the world today, 
children trafficked to work for the benefit of others. 
Those who lure them into servitude make $15 billion 
annually, according to the International Labor Orga
nization. 

It's big business in Senegal. In the capital of 
Dakar alone, at least 7,600 child beggars work the 
streets, according to a study released in February by 
the ILO, the United Nations Children's Fund and the 
World Bank. The children collect an average of 3 00 
African francs a day, just 72 cents, reaping their 
keepers $2 million a year. 

Most of the boys - 90 percent, the study found 
- are sent out to beg under the cover of Islam, plac
ing the problem at the complicated intersection of 
greed and tradition. For among the cruelest facts of 
Coli's life is that he was not stolen from his family. 
He was brought to Dakar with their blessing to learn 
Islam's holy book. 

In the name of religion, Coli spent two hours a 
day memorizing verses from the Quran and over 
nine hours begging to pad the pockets of the man he 
called his teacher. 

It was getting dark. Coli had less than half the 72 
cents he was told to bring back. He was afraid. He 
knew what happened to children who failed to meet 
their daily quotas. 

They were stripped and doused in cold water. 
The older boys picked them up like hammocks by 
their ankles and wrists. Then the teacher whipped 
them with an electrical cord until the cord ate their 
skin. 

Coli's head hurt with hunger. He could already 
feel the slice of the wire on his back. 

He slipped away, losing himself in a tide of 
honking cars. He had 20 cents in his tomato can. 

Three years ago, a man wearing a skullcap came 
to Coli's village in the neighboring country of 
Guinea-Bissau and asked for him. 

Coli's parents immediately addressed the man as 
"Serigne," a term of respect for Muslim leaders on 
Africa's western coast. Many poor villagers believe 
that giving a Muslim holy man a child to educate will 
gain an entire family entrance to paradise. 

Since the 11th century, families have sent their 
sons to study at the Quranic schools that flourished 
on Africa's western seaboard with the rise of Islam. It 
is forbidden to charge for an Islamic education, so 
the students, known as talibe, studied for free with 
their marabouts, or spiritual teachers. In return, the 
children worked in the marabout's fields. 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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The droughts of the late 1970s and '80s forced 
many schools to move to cities, where their income 
began to revolve around begging. Today, children 
continue to flock to the cities, as food and work in 
villages run short. 

Not all Quranic boarding schools force their stu
dents to beg. But for the most part, what was once an 
esteemed form of education has degenerated into 
child trafficking. Nowadays, Quranic instructors net 
as many children as they can to increase their daily 
take. 

"If you do the math, you'll find that these people 
are earning more than a government functionary," 
said Souleymane Bachir Diagne, an Islamic scholar at 
Columbia University. "It's why the phenomenon is 
so hard to eradicate." 

Middle men trawl for children as far afield as the 
dunes of Mauritania and the grass-covered huts of 
Mali. It's become a booming, regional trade that en
snares children as young as 2, who don't know the 
name of their village or how to return home. 

One of the largest clusters of Quranic schools lies 
in the poor, sand-enveloped neighborhoods on either 
side of the freeway leading into Dakar. 

This is where Coli's marabout squats in a half
finished house whose floor stirs with flies. Amadu 
Buwaro sleeps on a mattress covered in white linens. 
The 30 children in his care sleep in another room 
with dirty blankets on the floor. It smells rotten and 
wet, like a soaked rag. 

Buwaro is a thin man in his 30s who wears a 
pressed olive robe and digital watch. The children 
wear T-shirts black with filth. He expects them to beg 
to pay the rent, because there are no fields here to till. 

But their earnings far exceed his rent of $50. If 
the boys meet their quotas, they bring in around 
$650 a month in a nation where the average person 
earns $150. 

Buwaro expects the children to suffer to learn 
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the Quran, just as he did at the hands of his teacher. 
So when Coli failed to return, Buwaro was furi

ous. He flipped open his flashy silver cell phone and 
called another marabout who kept a blue planner 
with names of runaway boys. The list stretched 
down the page. He added Coli's name. 

His tomato can tucked under one arm, Coli 
jumped on the back of a bus, holding on to the 
swinging rear door. He was hundreds of miles from 
the village where he grew up speaking Peuhl, ~ lan-
guage not commonly heard in Dakar. ' 

He could not ask the Senegalese for help. So he 
got directions in Peuhl from other child beggars, who 
like him were trafficked here from the zone of green 
savannah just outside Senegal. 

Coli made his way to a neighborhood where he 
had heard of a place that gave free food to children 
like him. 

"Do you know where you come from?" asked 
the kind-faced woman at Empire des Enfants. The 
shelter's capacity is 30 children, but it usually houses 
at least 50. 

Coli knew the name of his mother, but not how 
to reach her. He knew the name of the region where 
he was born, but not his village. "My mother is 
black," he said. "I'm sure I'll recognize her." 

The shelter worker told Coli what to do if his 
marabout came. We will protect you, she said. If he 
tries to grab you, scream. 

Days went by. Maybe weeks. 
Then Coli's marabout arrived. 
In 2005, Senegal made it a crime punishable by 

five years in prison to force a child to beg. But the 
same law makes an exception for children begging 
for religious reasons. Few dare to cross marabouts 
for fear of supernatural retaliation. 

Coli's marabout entered the shelter flanked by a 
column of religious leaders in cascading robes that 
tumbled onto the ground. One of them stabbed his 
finger at the clouds and yelled out, "The sky will fall 
down on you if you don't hand over our children." 

The shelter is used to such threats. But this time 
the marabouts had discovered the center's legal pa
perwork was not complete. They threatened to close 
the shelter if it did not hand over 11 boys. 

To save more than 40 others, the shelter handed 
over the 11. Coli was on the list. 

Back at the school, they beat the 9-year-old until 
he thought he was going to faint. At night, they 
dragged him off the floor, doused him in water and 
beat him again. 



Three days later, he ran away again. When hear
rived at the shelter, he said: "I want to go home to 
my mom." 

To find Coli's mother, aid workers broadcast his 
name on the radio in Guinea-Bissau. The names of 
over a dozen children also from Guinea-Bissau 
played in a continuous loop, like sonic homing pi
geons trying to find their target. 

No response. Some boys worried their parents 
might be dead. 

"I'm sure my mother is still alive," Coli reasoned. 
"When I left her she was well, so why wouldn't she 
be well now?" Underneath his bright eyes is another 
worry. Will she be angry that he disobeyed his 
teacher? 

Over the past two years, the International Orga
nization for Migration has returned over 600 child 
beggars to their homes. Several had been hit by cars. 
Some had scars on their backs. One 1 0-year-old was 
so hungry he ate out of the trash. Soon after he re
turned home, he vomited worms and died. 

Almost all the boys had begged on behalf of 
Quranic instructors in Senegal. 

"Cultural habits have been manipulated for the 
sake of exploitation," said the 10M's Laurent de 
Boeck, deputy regional representative for West and 
Central Mrica. 

Two months went by before a shelter worker 
pulled Coli aside. His parents were alive. 

The 13 boys from Guinea-Bissau pile into a bus. 
Coli screams with glee a3 it takes off for the airport. 

"Is this Guinea-Bissau?" one of them asks as they 
descend onto the cracked runway and enter the small 
airport of the nation's capital. "Senegal looks bet
ter," says another. 

Though Senegal is among the world's poorest 
nations, it's visibly more developed than Guinea
Bissau, listed 160th out of 177 countries on the 
U.N.'s human development index. The capital they 
left had streets clogged with taxis and flashy 4-by-4s. 
The buildings were tall. The capital they returned to 
has squat, low buildings and crumbling colonial vil
las. 

"I'm not sure I like it," Coli confides. 
As the bus leaves the capital, they pass villages of 

cone-shaped huts and fields where boys herd bulls. 
They sing songs, clapping their hands. As they pull 
into the shelter where their parents were told to ex
pect them, the boys fall silent. 

Timidly, they file off the bus. A few of the 12-
and 13-year-olds recognize their families. They ap-

proach them respectfully, shaking hands. 
Coli's mother is not there. 
A judge tells the parents they will be jailed if they 

send their children away to beg again. They have to 
sign a statement promising to protect their boys from 
traffickers. Most are illiterate, so they leave a thumb
print in blue ink next to their names. 

"You sent your kids to hell," the judge says. "You 
can't say that because you are poor you're going to 
allow your kids to be abused." 

His booming voice ricochets off the cracked 
walls of the building. The parents stare straight 
ahead. 

But the conditions that made these families send 
their children to hell still persist. 

Many of the villages do not have enough food. 
Few have schools. In one, the schoolhouse is a bam
boo enclosure that doubles as an animal corral. "We 
haven't had classes here in over a year," an elderly 
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man says as he ducks into the classroom and skirts a 
pile of bull manure. 

The aid group pays for school fees and supplies. 
But the stipend cannot cover the economic worth of 
a child. Some of the children returned in previous 
months now work as bricklayers and goatherds. Oth
ers have already been sent back to the marabouts by 
their parents. The idea of child trafficking as a crime 
is so new in the region that no Mrican language has a 
word for it, experts say. 

With each passing day, more parents and rela
tives come, but not Coli's. 

On the third day, the shelter pays for another ra
dio address. 

By the fourth, half the 13 children are gone. 
The others become increasingly agitated. Maybe 

the radio is broken, Coli muses. His wet eyes fill 
with the invisible color of worry. 

Early on the fifth morning, a woman in a pressed 
peach robe walks up to the shelter. 

Coli rushes outside. He stands a few feet away as 
tears topple down his cheeks. She covers her face 
with her veil and weeps. 

The two sit side-by-side in plastic chairs. Coli's 
mother looks at her feet. Her family is poor, she 
says, and she wanted Coli to get an education. It 
took her several days to reach the shelter because she 
didn't have $2 for the bus fare. 

For more than an hour, Coli cries. Tears run 
down either side of his cheeks, forming two watery 
garlands. They meet at his chin and plop down on 
his collar bone, pooling above his shirt. 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

•Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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She stands up and wipes his chin. They leave, 
crossing the dusty boulevard. 

Her arm reaches around his shoulder and the 
long sleeve of her robe falls around the little boy. It 
hides him from the remaining children, who silently 
watch Coli go home. 

EPILOGUE: 
Soon after Coli left, his marabout traveled to 

Guinea-Bissau. He angrily demanded to know w~ 
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God's Glorious Kingdom 
By Walter Swain 

Earthly kingdoms are usually spectacular things. 
Much pomp, grandeur, and majesty are con
nected with them. Through the history of 

man many different kingdoms have ruled from time 
to time. The Egyptian kingdoms of the Pharaohs 
come to mind, with signs of their greatness still seen 
today in the Pyramids and the Sphinx. The Roman 
Empire ruled the world for many years, with its 
Caesars considered to be gods. England in later time 
had a kingdom that it was claimed never had the sun 
set on it. These were all great kingdoms. 

But God's glorious kingdom outshines them all. 
And, whereas, all other kingdoms have fallen, or will 
fall, God's kingdom is with us today, and forever. 
God's kingdom is great because: 

It comes from the mind of God. Jehovah in
tended to establish his kingdom on earth, and made 
extensive preparations for it to come. It was an
nounced to David, in 2 Samuel 7:12-13, where he 
promised to raise up a seed of David to sit on his 
throne, in a kingdom that would last forever. The 
prophets repeated this theme in their writings. Isaiah 
foretold its coming. (lsa. 9:7). Daniel made specific 
prophecies of when it would come, and that it would 
destroy all other kingdoms. (Dan. 2:44). Before 
Jesus' birth, an angel told Mary that she was to have 
a child, who would reign over a kingdom that would 
have no end. (Luke 1:32-33). God's kingdom is from 
Jehovah God, not man. 

Jesus Christ is the king of God's kingdom. Every 
kingdom must have a king. God has made Jesus the 
king of his kingdom. As we noted previously, it was 
announced before his birth that he would be king. As 
predicted, he was the seed of David (Matt. 1 :6). On 
Pentecost of A.D. 33, when the church began, Peter 
declared that Jesus was then sitting at the right hand 
of God in heaven, reigning on the throne of David. 
(Acts 2:30-33). Christ himself, before he ascended to 
heaven claimed that God had given him all authority 
on earth and in heaven. (Matt. 28:18). Jesus reigns 
over his kingdom on earth today. 

Salvation is only in the kingdom of God. Before 
ascending to heaven, Jesus told the apostles to wait 
in Jerusalem, where they would receive power from 

above. They were then to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel of the kingdom. On Pentecost of 
A.D. 33 the kingdom of God was established on 
earth. Peter preached Jesus as reigning king, and 
3,000 Jews submitted to his rule, in obeying the gos
pel, and becoming Christians. Since that day Jesus 
has reigned over his kingdom on earth, the church. 
(Matt. 16:18-19). Jesus had taught during his minis
try that you must be born again of the water and the 
Spirit to enter the kingdom of God" Gohn: 3:5). The 
3,000 were told to "repent and be baptized, every
one of you, for the remission of your sins" (Acts 
2:38). Their baptism in water, as penitent believers 
in Christ, allowed God to add them to his kingdom 
(Acts 2:42). Those who do the same thing they did 
today, are also added to the kingdom by God. 

It is an eternal kingdom. In 1 Corinthians 15:50-
56, Paul writes that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God. Since the kingdom is spiritual, 
and in us, according to Christ (Luke 17:21), it is in 
the world, but not of the world. When Jesus comes 
again all members of the kingdom, living or dead, 
will be taken by Christ, and delivered to the Father 
in heaven; where they will spend eternity with him 
(1 Cor. 15 :24). God's kingdom will last forever. 

The glorious kingdom of God is here on earth 
today. Christ is reigning over it from heaven, where he 
sits at God's right hand. The kingdom is the church, 
and God adds all who obey the gospel to the kingdom. 
All who love God, and desire to please him, can enter 
the kingdom today, and enjoy its blessings now, and 
eternal life in heaven. 532 Laborcita Canyon Rd. 
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Teachers Free to Criticize Evolution 

t isiana Gov. Bobby Jindal this week signed 
into law the Louisiana Science Education Act, 
which allows school districts to permit teach

ers to present evidence, analysis and critique of evo
lution and other prevalent scientific theories in pub
lic school classrooms. 

The law came to the governor's desk after over
whelming support in the legislature, including a 
unanimous vote in the state's Senate and a 93-4 vote 
in the House. 

The act has been criticized by some as an attempt 
to insert religion into science education and hailed 
by others as a blow for academic freedom in the face 
of pressure to ignore flaws in politically correct sci
entific theories. 

Robert Crowther, director of communications 
for The Discovery Institute, a Seattle-based think 
tank on science and culture, called the act necessary. 

In an article posted on The Discovery Institute's 
evolution news website, Crowther wrote, "The law 
is needed for two reasons. First, around the country, 
science teachers are being harassed, intimidated, and 
sometimes fired for trying to present scientific evi
dence critical of Darwinian theory along with the 
evidence that supports it. Second, many school ad
ministrators and teachers are fearful or confused 
about what is legally allowed when teaching about 
controversial scientific issues like evolution. The 
Louisiana Science Education Act clarifies what teach
ers may be allowed to do." 

Specifically, the act allows teachers in the state's 
public schools to present evidence both for and 
against Darwinian theories of evolution and allows 
local school boards to approve supplemental materi
als that may open critical discussions of evolution, 
the origins of life, global warming, human cloning 
and other scientific theories. 

Teachers are still required by the act to follow 
the standardized science curriculum, and school dis
tricts are required to authorize both the teachers' 
classes and additional materials. The state's Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education will have the 
power to prohibit materials it deems inappropriate, 
and the act prohibits religious instruction. 

Section lD of the act states that the law "shall 
not be construed to promote any religious doctrine, 

26 ~i~ Found!~~: 

promote discrimination for or against a particular set 
of religious beliefs, or promote discrimination for or 
against religion or nonreligion." 

Despite section lD, many national voices, includ
ing the Americans United for Separation of Church 
and State, a New York Times editorial, and the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union opposed the measure. 

Marjorie Esman, state director of Lousiana's 
ACLU told the New Orleans Times-Picayune, "To the 
extent that this might invite religion in the public 
school classroom, we will do everything we can do to 
keep religion out." 

John West, a senior fellow of the Discovery Insti
tute, however, said opponents of the bill are misun
derstanding it. Rather than being about infusing in
telligent design or creationism into the classroom, he 
contends, the bill is about giving teachers the free
dom to talk about the debates that already exist in 
science, even among evolutionists themselves. 

"This bill is not a license to propagandize against 
something they don't like in science," West told the 
Times-Picayune. "Someone who uses materials to in
ject religion into the classroom is not only violating 
the Constitution, they are violating the bill." 

Gov. Jindal released a statement at the time of 
the signing that read, in part: "I will continue to con
sistently support the ability of school boards and (the 
state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education) 
to make the best decisions to ensure a quality educa
tion for our children" (WorldNetDaily). 
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Potpourri ••. 
T he year moves on at a rapid pace. The op

portunities multiply. The challenges stimu
late thought. The Lord is at hand. The fields 

are ripe unto harvest. We must labor in the vineyard, 
because the Master said to. 

This column brings attention to the moral cli
mate of our time, which seems to be getting worse, 
but probably is not as bad as some periods in the past 
(Noah's day, for instance). That, of course, is no con
solation. 

Let us take note of the degradation of our age and 
lift up our voices in protest. If there is clamor against 
perversity, we may have a restoration of moral valor. 

Let us pray. 

Truth Truck 

• ST. LOUIS, MO., - Operation Rescue's Truth 
Truck (Truth Truck carries a billboard-size sign pro
testing abortion and showing graphic pictures of mu
tilated baby bodies), driven by Mark Gietzen, caused 
a stir the St. Louis Planned Parenthood abortion mill 
on Saturday, July 19, 2008, when he drove onto 
their parking lot and parked near the front door as 
abortion-bound women entered the facility. 

Security guards for Planned Parenthood immedi
ately rushed to close the parking lot's iron gates to 
prevent the Truth Truck from leaving while they 
summoned the police. But this action turned out for 
the good, allowing the Truth Truck to witness to the 
women in the parking lot for longer than it would 
have otherwise. 

Gietzen was convinced that his actions were 
completely legal. 

"They did not have the proper signage to keep 
me off the lot," he said. 

Apparently the police agreed. Officers made the 
Planned Parenthood security guards open the gate 
and allow the Truth Truck to leave as over 300 pro
lifers cheered. 

"You would think if Planned Parenthood didn't 
want their patients to see the Truth Truck, they would 
have let Mark drive on, instead of holding him hos
tage," said Operation Rescue President Troy 
Newman. "By locking the Truth Truck into their park
ing lot, they were accomplishing our work for us!" 

Gietzen and the Truth Truck were in St. Louis 

to attend the Walls of Jericho Event hosted by 
the Defenders of the Unborn Quly 20 /Christian 
Newswire). 

(Protesting abortion must be bold, but peaceful 
and non-violent. Anything else is counter productive. 
Logical words of objection, yes. Sticks and stones, no.) 

FYI 
• According to a recent Guttmacher Institute re

port, state and federal tax dollars paid for 177,404 
abortions in 2006, at a cost of $89 million. Also at 
taxpayer expense, a whopping $1.85 billion was spent 
on family planning client services in the same year. 
Even more alarming is the rate at which these ex
penses are rising, primarily because of Medicaid ex
pansions that have substantially increased the number 
of people eligible for Medicaid family planning ser
vices. And although taxpayer-funded abortions are 
limited by law in many cases, pro-abortion forces are 
working surreptitiously to render those laws useless. 
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Saving Babies 
• Sioux Falls, SD (LifeNews.com) - Monday 

was the first day that Planned Parenthood, which op
erates the only abortion business in South Dakota, 
had to comply with a new state law telling women 
the truth about abortion. Rather than tell women 
abortion kills children and has numerous risks, 
Planned Parenthood closed its doors. 

The state law, which the Eighth Circuit Court of 
Appeals upheld last week, required abortion practi
tioners to inform every woman that she is terminat
ing the life of a human being. 

It requires giving her information about the men
tal health complications such as a high risk of depres
sion and suicide and physical problems like hemor
rhage infection, premature births of subsequent 
pregnancies, and infertility. 

The woman considering the abortion receives a 
chance to sign in writing that she received the infor
mation and abortion practitioners who don't comply 
face losing their medical license, two years in prison 
and a possible medical malpractice lawsuit. 

Whether the closing is temporary or permanent 
remains to be seen. 

fransgender Bill 
• Colorado's Governor, Bill Ritter, signed Senate 

Bill 200 which expands "anti-discrimination" law to 
cover sexual orientation, meaning not only homo
sexuality or bisexuality, but also "transgender status 
or another person's perception thereof." 

The bill is ripe for abuse and creates much risk 
for private business. 

A major criticism of the bill by conservatives is 
that it appears to allow men who self-identify as 
"transgender" a legal right to demand to be able to 
use women's bathrooms, health club showers, bath
houses, and any other "public accommodation." 

Importantly, the bill does not define "transgen
der." The Wikipedia entry on the term notes that "the 
precise definition for transgender remains in flux, but 
includes: 

• A person whose identity does not conform un
ambiguously to conventional notions of male or fe
male gender, but combines or moves between these. 

• People who were assigned a gender, usually at 
birth and based on their genitals, but who feel that 
this is a false or incomplete description of them
selves, and 

• Non-identification with, or non-presentation 
as, the gender one was assigned at birth." 
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Evangelizing Muslims 
• LONDON - A Church of England theology 

student is forcing Anglican leaders to clarify the 
church's position on seeking converts among Mus
lims. 

Paul Eddy's motion has received enough signa
tures to be placed before the church's General Synod 
in July. It asks the bishops to explain "their under
standing of the uniqueness of Christ in Britain's 
multi-faith society," and to suggest how Anglicans 
should share "the gospel of salvation through Christ 
alone with people of other faiths and of none." 

In a BBC interview, Eddy charged that Arch
bishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams and other 
church leaders had failed to promote evangelism out 
of a misplaced respect for other religions (CR News). 

SaggyPanfs 
• PATERSON, N.J. (CBS) Instead of "stick 'em 

up," it will be more like "pull 'em up" now that fash
ion police in New Jersey have started a crackdown 
on baggy pants. 

It's happening in Paterson, where city officials 
want to put the kibosh on this form of fashion. 

Bart Johnson says wearing his pants low in a 
fashion statement, but one councilman is saying pull 
it up. He's even crafted a proposal to ban "baggy 
pants." 

Teenagers and even· little ones and women are 
sporting the fashion. The "saggy" or "baggy" look, 
where pants are pulled down and boxers are exposed 
seems to be all the rage these days. 

Well, at least for some. 
Councilman Anthony Davis tells teenagers to 

pull it up every day, and soon he'll be introducing a 
proposal that would make walking around like this 
in Paterson subject to fine under the city's indecency 
law. 

Golden Arches 
• The corporate headquarters for McDonald's is 

hearing from store managers in California that cus
tomers are upset over the company's pro-homo
sexual advocacy and they aren't going to take it any 
longer. . 

Yuriy Popko, one of several Christians who 
staged a sign-waving protest at the Golden Arches in 
Citrus Heights today, said the protest at that location 
was suspended when store officials agreed to convey 
protesters' objections to the corporate office. 

"They came out and talked with us. Basically we 



had two requests: a notice to the public and that they 
e-mail our concerns to the corporate office," Popko 
said. 

He said McDonald's officials confirmed they al
ready had notified both regional and international 
headquarters about the concerns. But the company 
has a prohibition on local posted notices, so Popko 
said the Christians agreed to write a letter that 
McDonald's would forward also. 

"Tomorrow we're going to be at a different loca
tion," he said. 

It was because of a decision by the restaurant 
chain known for Happy Meals and its Golden Arches 
to deliberately advocate for homosexuality. The 
company has given $20,000 to the National Gay and 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce and placed one of its 
executives on that group's board. The NGLCC, 
among other things, lobbies for same-sex "marriage" 
provisions. "From customers, we've actually gotten a 
pretty good response. They see the signs and come 
up to us. When they ask, we just explain about the 
$20,000 donated to the NGLCC." 

McDonald's officials declined to return a WND 
call seeking comment on the placement of its execu
tive on the "gay" advocacy organization. But the cor
poration sent a subsequent e-mail confirming its sup
port for the agenda of the homosexual business 
lobby. 

"McDonald's is indeed a Corporate Partner and 
Organizational Ally of NGLCC. Our vice president 
of U.S. communications, Richard Ellis, was recently 
elected to its board of directors," said the brief state
ment to WND from Heidi M. Barker, senior director 
of media relations (World Net Daily News). 

Immoral SUVs 

• Allow me to show you a couple of mental snap
shots. First imagine a picture of a family in a modern 
SUV. Mom and dad up front with three kids in 
the back, safely secured with their seat belts on. 
That's snapshot number one. Now, imagine two men 
dressed in tuxedos embracing and kissing at their 
wedding ceremony. Both are wearing flowers in their 
lapels and a beaming clergyman is standing behind 
them having just pronounced them "husband and 
husband." That's snapshot number two. Now, hold 
these pictures in front of you and ask yourself this 
question: Which of these represents an immoral ac
tion? According to much of our culture today - the 
immoral picture is number one - that of the family 
in the SUV. Ridiculous, you say? 

There is a verse in the Bible that comes to mind: 
"So justice is driven back, and righteousness stands 
at a distance; truth has stumbled in the streets, hon
esty cannot enter" (Isaiah 59:14 ). It's a prophetic ut
terance of a time when judgment would be turned 
inside out and backward. Right would be wrong, 
wrong would be right and truth would be the victim, 
having "stumbled in the streets" (Bob Burney, 
Townhall.com, June 20, 2008). 

The Value of Polls 
• A freshman at Eagle Rock Junior High won 

first prize at the Greater Idaho Falls Science Fair on 
January 26. 

In his project he urged people to sign a petition 
demanding strict control or total elimination of the 
chemical "dihydrogen monoxide." 

Revelation - class books 

Revelation: Certain Victory in Jesus 
by Lewis G. Hale 
Introductory comments on each chapter, followed by 
questions. Suggestions of possible interpretations and 
their significance for us are included. 
BCLG01 47 pgs .................................................... $1.95 

A Comprehensive Study of The Revelation 
by Elam B. Kuykendall 
Students study the Bible for the answers to the 
workbook questions. Number of questions on each 
chapter are based on chapter content, no filler 
questions. Variety of types of questions: completion, 
true/false, matching, vocabulary builders help with 
difficult words. Test sheets throughout book. Compre
hensive test at the end of each book. BCUY01 .. $2.75 

Revelation by Paul Sain 
Revelation consists of 7 parallel sections, each 
spanning the Christian age from a different perspective. 
The 7 sections can be grouped into 2 major divisions: 
Ch. 1-11, The church persecuted by the world; Ch. 12-
22, Behind the scenes of the persecution to see Satan 
at work: beast of sea (government persecution, ch. 13), 
beast of earth (false teaching, ch. 13), great harlot 
(worldliness, ch. 17). A lengthy introduction of the book 
and additional sources for information included. Rather 
than a directed study of each chapter, a proposed 
lesson plan is given for a 13-week study. 
BCAS55 20 pgs .................................................... $3.60 

Revelation by James Meadows 
This guide for an adult Bible class contains a lengthy 
introduction with statements from sources acknowl
edged in the bibliography to the Introduction. Each of 
the 26 lessons has a number of general questions. The 
format of this workbook is designed to provoke more 
study on the part of the teacher and students. 
BCAK26 61 pgs .................................................... $5.50 
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And fo r plenty of good reasons, since it can: 
1. cause excessive sweating and vomiting 
2. is a major component in acid rain 
3. cause severe burns in its gaseous state 
4. accidenral inhalation can kill you 
5 . contribute tO erosion 
6. decreases effecti veness of autOmo bile brakes 
7 . be found in rumors of terminal cancer patients 
H e asked 150 people if they supported a ban of 

the chemica l. 
One hund red forty-three said: YES 
Six were undecided 
Only one knew that the chemical was ... WA

T ER! 

Good Idea 
• Lynwood, Illinois - Be ca reful if you have 

saggy pants in the south Chicago suburb of 
Lynwood. 

Village leaders have passed an ordinance that 
wou ld levy $25 fines agai nst anyone showing three 
inches (7.62cm) or more of their underwear in public. 

Go to Prison for 5 Years 
• Christians will face prison for speaking out 

against homosexua li ty if Brazil's Senate passes a bill 
approved unanimously by its H o use of Representa
tives. 

~AEOLOGY AI·cbaeology 
:mT OLDT and the Old Testament 

AMEtL_ by Alfred J. Hoerth 

Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 
and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0-8010-1129-9 Hardback, 448 pgs. 

$44.99 plus $7.50 s&h 

AI·cbaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tell us 
about it. 0-8010-6267-5 
Hardback, 432 pgs. 

$49.99 plus 57.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.75% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 
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The measure is considered the country's newest 
attempt to promote homosexuality, disguised as an 
act to combat di scrimination, the Catho lic News 
Agency reports. 

If anyone prevents actions of "homosexual affec
tion" in public or private locatio ns o pen tO the pub
lic, they could face up to five years in priso n for do
ing so, the Association of the Defense of Life reports. 

The bill a lso seeks ro penalize private and public 
school administrato rs with up to three years in 
prison if they refuse to hire openly "gay" reachers. 

According to the CNA, the measure will force 
priso n rime for any "moral, ethical, philosophjca l or 
psychological expression that questions ho mosexual 
practices." 

The ADL cla ims the b ill could spell disaster for 
churches and reachers. 

"[Anyone] who says in a sermon, a c lassroom or 
public conversatjon that homosexual acts are sinful, 
disordered or an illness could be denounced and de
tained," the association sajd. 

Only weeks ago, the president of Brazil said "op
posing" homosexuality makes you a sick person, and 
he believes such tho ughts need to be crimina lized. 

Brazi lia n chief Lu iz lnacio Lu la da Sil va held the 
First National Conference of Gays, Lesbians, Bisexu
a ls, Transvestites and Transsexuals to condemn the 
biblical belief that homosexuality is wrong. 

Lula, o n June 5, not only officia ll y o pened th e 
event to promote homosexuality across his na tion but 
also issued a presidential sanction for the conference. 

Calling for " the c rimi nalization of homophobia," 
he said opposition ro homosexuality is "perhaps the 
most perverse disease impregnated in the human 
head" (WorldNetDail y, July 16, 2008). 

Paying the Last Farthing 

• A Catholic priest has been sentenced to three 
years of probation after he pleaded no contest to 
groping an undercover male sheriff deputy at a nude 
beach in Cal iforn ia. 

Authorities said Rev. Geron imo Enrique Cuevas, 
52, was hiding in bushes near a trail lead ing to t he 
beach at Pirate's Cove, w here they di scove red him 
masturbati ng. 

When a male deputy approached Cuevas, the 
priest reac hed out and touched the agen t 's genitals, 
investigators said. 

Rev. Geronimo Enrique Cuevas, associate pastor 
at Saint Joseph Ca tholi c C hu rch in N ipomo, has 
been o n administrative leave fro m hi s parish w hil e 



the church investigates the incident, the San Luis 
Obispo County website reports. 

Cuevas entered his plea to misdemeanor charges 
of engaging in lewd conduct and soliciting another 
to engage in lewd conduct at San Luis Obispo Supe
rior Court Monday. A judge has ordered him to pay 
a $750 fine, participate in 40 hours of community 
service and attend an AIDS education seminar. He is 
now banned from Pirate's Cove nude beach. 

Orlandosentinel.com 
• Anbraham didn't exist? The Exodus didn't 

happen? 
The Bible's Buried Secrets, a new PBS documen

tary, is likely to cause a furor. 
"It challenges the Bible's stories if you want to 

read them literally, and that will disturb many 
people," says archaeologist William Dever, who spe
cializes in Israel's history. "But it explains how and 
why these stories ever came to be told in the first 
place, and how and why they were written down." 

The Nova program will premiere Nov. 18. PBS 
presented a clip and a panel discussion at the sum
mer tour of the Television Critics Association. 

The program says the Bible was written in the 
sixth century BC and that hundreds of authors con
tributed. 

''At least the first five books of the Bible come to
gether during the Babylonian exile," says producer 
Gary Glassman. 

The program challenges long-held beliefs. Abra
ham, Sarah and their offspring probably didn't exist, 
says Carol Meyers, a religion professor at Duke Uni
versity. 

"These stories are unlikely to represent real his
torical events, but rather there's some kernel of an
cient experience in there which has survived and 
which helps give identity to the people at the time 
the Bible finally took shape centuries and centuries 
later," Meyers says. 

Logic and the Bible 
by Thomas B. Warren 

The rejection of the crucial role of valid reasoning in con
nection with the explicit teaching of the Bible is a most seri
ous problem facing religion. This book proves that men are 
under obligation to be rational - they must draw only such 
conclusions as are warranted by the evidence. 

$10.95 plus $2.75 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 

There's no archaeological evidence of the Exo
dus, either, she says, but "it doesn't mean that there's 
no kernel of truth to it." 

Nova series producer Paula Apsell says she found 
it "extremely shocking" to learn that monotheism 
was a process that took hundreds of years. 

"I was always brought up to believe that the 
minute Abraham and the patriarchs came on the 
scene, the Israelites accepted one God and there was 
just always one God and that was it," Apsell says. "I 
think people are going to really be stunned by that." 

Another shocker: The program contradicts the 
biblical view that the Israelites came from somewhere 
else into the land of Canaan. "The film shows that 
they were Canaanites," Apsell says Uuly 21, 2008). 

(Public Broadcasting System, aka PBS, is a gov
ernment program supported by taxpayers, adver
tently or inadvertently. If you don't like this sham, 
tell your congressman. The program, by the way, is a 
rehash of the Wellhausen hypothesis and has been an
swered many times.) 

NfA 
• (Phyllis Schlafly a lawyer, political analyst and 

author, wrote an editorial for IBD. Here are some of 
the things she reported.) 

The nation's largest teachers union, the National 
Education Association, attracted 9,000 delegates to 
its annual convention in Washington, D.C., over the 
July Fourth weekend. 

The delegates passed dozens of hard-hitting reso
lutions that now become the NE.Ns official policy. 
The resolutions authorize NEA members and em-
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ployees to lobby for those goals in the halls of Con
gress and state capitols. 

The NEA fiercely opposes any competition for 
public schools, such as vouchers, tuition tax credits, 
parental option plans or public support of any kind 
to nonpublic schools. 

The NEA strongly opposes designating English 
as our official language even though such a designa
tion is supported by more than 80o/o of Americans. 

The NEA opposes home schooling unless chil
dren are taught by state-licensed teachers using a 
state-approved curriculum. 

NEA resolutions include all the major feminist 
goals such as "the right to reproductive freedom" 
(i.e., abortion on demand), "comparable worth" (i.e., 
government control of wages according to feminist 
ideology), full funding for the feminist boondoggle 
called the Women's Educational Equity Act and cen
soring all masculine words such as husband and fa
ther. 

The NEA wants every child, regardless of age, to 
have "direct and confidential access, without notifi
cation to parents, to comprehensive health educa
tion. That would include things such as learning how 
to use condoms for premarital sex, as well as social, 
and psychological programs and services." 

32 

-Only lleft on our shelves-

Living Messages 
of the New Testament 
The First Getwell Lectureship 

Edited by 

Thomas Warren and Garland Elkins 

32 chapters incJude an outline and discussion of 
each book of the Bible, a teaching survey of the 
New Testament, a discussion of premillennialism, 
and a final chapter entitled, What Shall We Con
dude by G. K. Wallace. 

Speakers include Thomas B. Warren, Wayne Jack
son, Hugo McCord, Rex A. Turner, Roy H. 
Lanier Sr., Tom Holland, J. Franklin Camp, W. B. 
West Jr., Johnny Ramsey. Lindsey Warren, Dan 
Billingsly, James Boyd, Robert R. Taylor Jr., 
Alan Highers, Wendell Winkler; and many more. 
LSBD02, paperback, 358 pgs. 

july 2008 
Firm Foundation 

$14.95 

Gene Guru Resigns 

• WASHINGTON- The government is losing 
its gene guru: Dr. Francis Collins, who helped lead 
the breakthrough unraveling of the human genetic 
code - and found common ground between the be
lief in God and science - is resigning. 

Collins, arguably the nation's most influential ge
neticist, announced Wednesday that he will leave the 
National Institutes of Health this summer, to write a 
book and explore other opportunities. 

The folksy geneticist helped translate the com
plexities of DNA into everyday vernacular. Collins led 
the Human Genome Project that, along with a com
peting private company, mapped the genetic code -
or "the book of human life," as he famously called it. 

"It is humbling for me, and awe-inspiring, to re
alize that we have caught the first glimpse of our 
own instruction book, previously known only to 
God," he said at a 2000 White House ceremony 
marking release of the genome's first draft. 

Collins also recognized early the social ramifica
tions of his own research and became a leading advo
cate for genetic privacy, pushing for a federal ge
netic-discrimination ban that President Bush signed 
into law last week. 

Collins may be better known to laymen for his 
2007 best-selling book, "The Language of God: A 
Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief," than for his 
decades of hunting - and discovering - genes that 
explain who gets cystic fibrosis, diabetes and other 
illnesses. Last year, he was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award, for 
expanding understanding of DNA. 

Stepping down after 15 years as the NIH's chief 
of genome research was "a terribly difficult deci
sion," Collins said Wednesday. "It's been a marvel
ous ride." 

Collins, 58, insisted nothing specifically sparked 
his decision to leave - no outside job offer or dis
gruntlement beyond ordinary concern about tight re
search budgets. 

"I think I may have another career in me, I just 
don't know what it is," he told reporters. 

But Collins said he plans to write another book, 
about the coming era of personalized medicine, that 
could pose more of a conflict of interest for a gov
ernment employee than his last, more personal one. 
He said the new book would, among other things, 
lay out concerns about the booming direct-to-con
sumer marketing of genetic tests. 



When asked, Collins left open the possibility of 
becoming involved in the presidential campaign -
he didn't say for which side- or in private industry, 
which has profited from taxpayer-funded genetic 
discoveries. 

"Science history may remember him more for 
changing how science is done," said Kathy Hudson 
of the Genetics and Public Policy Center at Johns 
Hopkins University, citing Collins' insistence that ge
nome data be freely shared to scientists worldwide to 
spur new discoveries. 

"Our nation was very fortunate to have a science 
leader who so skillfully combines both exceptional 
political acumen and great moral integrity," she said 
(CR Daily, June 04, 2008). 

New legislation 

• Only a year after banning all negative messages 
about homosexuality in public schools throughout 
the state, the California Legislature now is ordering 
school children to celebrate "gay" lifestyle choices. 

"If signed into law, AB 25 67 will mean an official 
day commemorating homosexuality, bisexuality and 
transsexuality in California government schools," 
said Randy Thomasson, president of the Campaign 
for Children and Families. 

"This will harm children as young as kindergar
ten," he said. "Every May 22, AB 2567 will positively 
portray to children homosexual experimentation, 
homosexual 'marriages,' sex-change operations, and 
anything else that's 'in the closet.' Gov. Schwar
zenegger should say no to this very inappropriate bill, 
which has nothing to do with academic excellences." 

Thomasson said the passage by lawmakers of AB 
25 67 will require all California public schools to 
"conduct suitable commemorative exercises" in 
honor of the anti-religious, sexual-anarchy agenda of 
Harvey Milk, the late San Francisco supervisor who 
was a homosexual activist. 

The plan comes on the heels of last year's school 
sexual indoctrination laws, Thomasson said. "When 
fully implemented, SB 777 and AB 3 94 will teach 
children in California government schools to sup
port homosexuality, bisexuality and transsexuality 
via instructional materials, programs and activities, 
and school 'safety' guidelines," he said. "In addition, 
the California State School Board this year imple
mented SB 71 requiring public schools that provide 
sex education to promote unmarried sexual activity 
with no restraints other than mutual consent" 
(WorldNetDaily) 

SJSU Suspends Blood Drives 

• In a move believed to be the first by a college 
campus in the nation, San Jose State University Presi
dent Don Kassing has suspended all campus blood 
drives because the U.S Food and Drug Administra
tion bars any man who has had sex with another man 
from donating blood. 

"The FD.A:s lifetime blood donor deferral affect
ing gay men violates our non-discrimination policy," 
said Kassing in an e-mail to faculty, staff and students. 

The suspension, which is effective immediately, 
applies to blood drives arranged by employees repre
senting the university as well as blood drives orga
nized by student groups. 

The FD.A:s ban on blood donations by gay men 
has been in effect for years. The FDA says gay men 
are far more likely to be infectred with HIV than the 
general population, and the agency has a duty to 
protect the nation's blood supply. Fp 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifications 
of deacons, but rather it speaks to deacons now 
serving and seeks to encourage, motivate, and 
provide information that will challenge deacons to 
render the best service they can give because 
the Lord Jesus Christ, deserves no less than 
that. BKGK05, paperback, 149 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Seeking Spiritual Strength 
by Dr. John llobbs 
Designed to strengthen one's faith and spiritual life. Strong 
emphasis on Scripture throughout this book; the author be
lieves that the Bible is the final authority on all religious 
matters. Many illustrations and poems; thought/discussion 
questions at the end of each of the 13 chapters. Ideal for 
class or private study. BKYY03 pb ............................. $9.95 

The Compelling Power of the Cross 
A deeper look into the meaning of Christ's death 

by Dr. John llobbs 
Written after many years of study and preparation, this book 
promotes greater understanding and appreciation for what 
Christ did for us by his death on the cross. His sacrifice 
should compel Christians to live their lives according to the 
will of God. Thought/discussion questions at the end of 
each of the 14 chapters make this book ideal for class or 
private study. BKYY02 pb ........................................... $7.95 

$3.00 s&h for one book • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Is Jesus the Word of God? 

Question: I heard a preacher say, "Jesus, not the 
Bible, is the Word of God." Is he right? 

Answer: He is half right, but terribly wrong in the 
..Ll.part that is not right. Jesus is the Word of God, 
but so is the Bible. 

Jesus Is 

Jesus is the Word of God, and several passages in the 
Bible call him that. 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God ... And the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth Uohn 1:1, 14). (Scripture quo
tations are from the English Standard Version, copy
right 2001 by Crossways Bibles, unless otherwise 
noted.) 

John recorded a vision of a rider on a white 
horse and explained, "The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True" and "the name by which he is 
called is The Word of God" (Rev. 19:11, 13). Obvi
ously this speaks of Jesus. 

He is the Word of God. He is the Truth U ohn 
14:6). 

The Bible Is 
However, the Bible is also the word of God. It is rev
elation from God to humanity. The message 
preached by the prophets and apostles and recorded 
by them in writing in both Old and New Testaments 
is called "the word of God." 

In Romans 9:6 "the word of God" consists of the 
promises God made to Abraham and his descendents 
as recorded in the Pentateuch. 

In 2 Corinthians 4:2 Paul said he did not "mis
handle the word of God," referring to how he used 
Scripture. 

Over and over the Old Testament writers say, 
"Thus says the LORD," as they proclaim their message 
(cf. Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6, etc.). The proph-
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ets' writings typically begin, "The word of the LORD 
that came to Hosea" (Hosea 1: 1), "The word of the 
LORD that came to Joel" Uoel1:1), "The word of the 
LORD that came to Micah" (Micah 1: 1), etc. Or some
thing like, "The words of Jeremiah ... to whom the 
word of the LORD came" Uer. 1:1). 

The apostle Peter said, "No prophecy of Scrip
ture comes from someone's own interpretation. For 
no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1:20-21). 

Jesus quotes an Old Testament passage and says 
it was spoken by "David in the Spirit" (Matt. 22:43). 
Peter says, "The Scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of 
David" (Acts 1: 16). So "David spoke in the Spirit" 
and "the Holy Spirit spoke by the mouth of David" 
are equivalent statements. Both illustrate Peter's 
words, "men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit." 

The apostle Paul told the Thessalonians, ''And we 
also thank God constantly for this, that when you re
ceived the word of God, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it 
really is, the word of God, which is at work in you 
believers" (1 Thess. 2:13). His contrast of "the word 
of God" with "the word of men" shows he considers 
his proclamation to be the word of God. 

He says the same about his writings. He tells the 
Corinthians, "If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, 
or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I 
am writing to you are a command of the Lord" (1 
Cor. 14:37). 

Paul spoke of the "mystery" which was made 
known to him "by revelation" and about which he 
had written. Then he further wrote, "When you read 
this, you can perceive my insight i~to the mystery of 
Christ, which was not made known to the sons of 
men in other generations as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit" (Eph. 
3:1-5). 

Paul's writings are classified as Scripture (2 Pet. 



3: 16), and ''All Scripture is breathed out by God" (2 
Tim. 3:16). 

Jesus explicitly quotes Scripture as what God 
said. He was asked, "Is it lawful to divorce one's wife 
for any cause?" He answered, "Have you not read 
that he who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female, and said, 'Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh'?" 

"He who made them from the beginning said" is 
equivalent to "God said." The quotation, "leave" 
and "hold fast," is from Genesis 2:24. It is not some
thing God said in the same sense that he said, "but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die" (Gen. 2: 16-17). Jesus is simply quoting 
Scripture and saying "God said." 

So even in passages that do not use the phrase 
"word of God," Scripture is shown to be the word of 
God. 

Therefore, when we read Scripture, we are not 
just reading about man's search for God; we are 
reading what God himself has chosen to reveal about 
himself and his will for us. 

How to Receive It Then 

Since the Bible is God's word, it is surely to be re
ceived differently from how we would receive some
thing that was just a human product. Paul thanked 
God that the Thessalonians received his preaching, 
not as the words of men, but as it truly is, the word 
of God (1 Thess. 2:13). 

How will we receive a word we understand to be 
from God? 

As True 

First, we will surely believe it. Jesus said to the Fa
ther, "Your word is truth" Oohn 17: 17). "It is impos
sible for God to lie" (Heb. 6: 18). 

Since truth is an attribute of God and Scripture is 
the word of God, truth is also a characteristic of 
Scripture. 

The Bible is not a text book of history, science or 
geography and it does not speak in the technical 
terms of those disciplines. However, when it affirms 
a fact from one of those fields, it speaks truth. 

The Bible contains fables Oudg. 9:7-15), parables 
(Matt. 13:34-35) and metaphors Oohn 10:7), and 
they are clearly what they are. But the apostles say, 
"We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty" (2 Pet. 1: 16). 

From Jesus' resurrection from the dead to 
Jonah's deliverance from the belly of the great fish, 
the historical events of the Bible are actual events. 

The earth does not have four corners, but the 
Bible no more affirms that it does than we do when 
we use the same figure today (Rev. 7:1). 

The fact that there are problems in the biblical 
text, often called "apparent errors" or "alleged con
tradictions," is known to every serious Bible student, 
and has been since the Bible was written. There are 
no recently discovered biblical "errors" unknown 
until the latest skeptic found them. Every problem 
critics cite has been recognized and dealt with by 
scholarly men of faith for centuries, in some cases for 
millennia. 

Through the years additional information com
ing to light through historical, archeological, scien
tific and linguistic studies has solved to virtually 
everyone's satisfaction many discrepancies once 
thought by critics to be unsolvable. Practically all re
maining ones have a reasonable explanation; so pos
iting a biblical mistake is not necessary. Many have 
several reasonable alternatives. For what few, if any, 
remain unresolved, past experience suggests waiting 
on additional information before jettisoning faith in 
Scripture; a faith which is buttressed by many well
documented evidences. 

As Authoritative 

Second, if the Bible is the word of God and not just 
of man, we will respect it and be obedient to it. 

God's directions for our life are not arbitrary or 
capricious. He knows what is best for us and he loves 
us. Consequently his instructions can be trusted. 

Whatever he says about sexual purity, women's 
roles in congregational assembly, the sanctity of mar
riage, keeping one's word, even if we think our hap
piness requires doing something different, we will do 
it his way because he is God And we will do it his 
way as well because his way is always best. 

As we read what apostles wrote first century 
churches to instruct and correct them, realizing it is 
God's word, we will accept those instructions too for 
the work and worship of our congregations. 

Jesus asked, "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' 
and not do what I tell you?" (Luke 6:46). It is perti
nent also to ask, "Why would we say the Bible is the 
word of God and not seek to mold our lives and our 
congregations by its instruction?" 
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Not Bibliolatry 
Those of us who believe the Bible is the word of God 
are sometimes accused of "bibliolatry," of making 
the Bible rather than God our object of worship. 

Are there really those who honor the Bible for any 
reason other than their honor for God who is author 
of it? Dr. Jack Lewis, a beloved teacher and knowl
edgeable observer of our brotherhood, says, "I ques
tion that any informed preacher in our movement, in 
his high regard for the Bible as the revealed will of 
God and his regard for its binding nature, had any 
intention other than exalting the God who had given 
the revelation and who must be obeyed to be loved" 
(Hermeneutic, unpublished manuscript, for lecture 
delivered at Toronto, Can., preacher's meeting, 1990, 
p. 8). 

The Bible can, of course, be viewed supersti
tiously as a "lucky charm" or divine talisman. I once 
was rebuked for laying a Bible correspondence book
let on a Bible which was on a coffee table. "Nothing 
goes on top of the Bible in this house," I was told. It 
became quickly evident, however, that the Bible 
merely sat there in its place. No one in the house 
knew the least thing about its contents. 

The Bible's value is in being read, believed and 
obeyed, as a living letter from a loving Lord. 

0 leyond the Sacred Page" 
The song, "Break thou the Bread of Life," contains 
the lines "Beyond the sacred page, I seek thee, Lord; 
My spirit pants for thee, 0 living Word" (Mary A. 
Lathbury, 1877). 

The "bread of life" in this hymn is the truth, the 
teachings of and about the Lord, not the communion 
bread. The song is more appropriately sung before 
the sermon than before the Lord's supper. 

Everything we can know about Jesus, his life, his 
teachings, his atoning death, his will for us, we know 
from Scripture, from "the sacred page." There is, 
however, a Jesus to be known. Scripture testifies to 
him, and we miss the point of Scripture if we do not 
come through it to know him who is beyond it. 

As Jesus told the Pharisees, "You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 
yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life" 
Uohn 5 :38-40). 

The written word of God reveals to us the eternal 
living Word of God. Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
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Revelation 
More Than Conquerors 
by William Hendriksen 

A classic interpretation on Revelation. Solid scholar
ship, simplicity, and understandable common sense are 
combined, making this commentary useful to preach
ers, teachers, and students. 
0-8010-5792-2 pb, 224 pgs ............................ $14.99 

$4.25s&h 

Revelation of John by William Barclay 
Barclay, an outstanding scholar, died in 1978. He was a 
popular Scottish interpreter of the NT, and a professor 
of Divinity and Biblical Criticism at Glasgow University, 
and a master in the teaching art. His Revelation studies 
feature the meaning of the words in Hellenistic Greek 
(the language in which the New Testament was written) 
and are filled with usuable information. 
Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 pb ........................ $12.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-24116-6 pb .......................... 12.95 

$4.00 s&h/2 vol. 

Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 hb .......................... 29.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-21316-2 hb .......................... 29.95 

$4.50 s&h/2 vol. 

Revelation Through First-Century Glasses 
by W. B. West Jr. 

An easy-to-read devotional commentary on Revelation 
with the thorough, biblical scholarship associated with 
West, former dean of Harding Graduate School of 
Religion. CMWE01 pb, 158 pgs . ....................... $9.99 

$3.50s&h 

Revelation by Burton Coffman 
An easy-to-read commentary, researched in depth, 
drawing from numerous other works. Based on the ASV 
(1901) CMAN12 (Vol. XII) hb 551 pgs, ............ $20.00 

Commentary on Revelation 
by Howard Winters 

$5.00s&h 

The author sees "Revelation as designed to encourage 
Christians ... in their fight against evil; ... the symbols 
signifying the constant battle between right and wrong. 
... The theme is stated in 17:14, "These shall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome." 
CMKU03 pb, 257 pgs . ........................................ $9.95 

$4.00s&h 

The Apoealnse: A Revelation 
of Jesus Christ by Donald R. Taylor, Ph.D. 

A helpful introduction, useful outline of the Apocalypse 
dispersed throughout the text, insightful discussions of 
relevant OT prophesies; clear interpretation of symbols, 
the 144,000, the Beast, the False Prophet, the Mark of 
the Beast, 666, Babylon the Great, Armageddon; sym
bols such as horns, beads, tails, stars, horses, trumpets, 
bowls, scorpions, and others interpreted; the historical 
circumstances of the Apocalypse established; Greek 
words written in English characters; questions at end of 
chapters. 0-965-05970-7 hb 304 pgs . .............. $16.95 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 

$4.50 s&h 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 



Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S DaUas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBivd.,64133 raytowncofc.org(816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (Y2 mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. l West Pano a, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Houston- Fleerwood Church of Christ, 15935 
373-5583 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

-Alabama- a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44rh Ave., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339 6211 S 9 00 10 6 W d Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 

- · un. : ' a.m., p.m., e · H A (B ) D bb h 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation · · uster 0 s, preac er. 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (Including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Livingston - 1101 w ... G:kurch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888} 367-6216 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

VIsion of the Ages 
or Leetares 
on the A.poea.Jwse 
A complete view of the Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 

hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Leetores on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888} 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/ •" . 

paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Guy N. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........................ BKJL01 

$19.99 
$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundati on 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Ea·a·ors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycstm·day and Today 
b~· llurton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority or God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 
announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 
inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 
to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 
with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap
pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 
approval. Thank you! 

We bill for all classified, directory, and display ads until they are canceled. 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Boswell-Hardeman 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music 

in the Worship 

conducted in the Ryman Auditorium 

Nashville, Tennessee 
May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

A CAVEAT 
Members or the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use or Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
or his writings. This is also true or study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness or the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble: 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 pe r line per month, mmzmum charge $ 10. This section is 

designed to occommodote preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preache rs . O ther 
church-related matter is accepted in keeping w ith the publisher's standards. Send correspondence 

to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O . Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
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Preachers Needed Preachers Available 
Preacher wanted. Congregation just under 200 in Gospel preacher available for pulp it wo r k, 
Rock Hill, SC, seeking a minister early next year preferably west of Fort Worth, Texas. Over 40 
when present man retires. Salary and benefits will years experience with churches of Christ (not 
be negotiated. Fastest growing area in SC, adjacent liberal) preaching, reaching and writing. Please reply 
to Charlotte, NC. Five elders and seven deacons. ro: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54134, Hurst, Texas 
See derails under "Preacher Opening" on our web 76054. 
site: www.charlotteavechurchofchrist.org. 

The Bedford Church of Christ, in the Dallas/ Fort 
Worth area is in need of a sound,middle-age, family 
man to be our full-time minister. Contact Gerald 
Ball at (817) 545-3597. Send resume with refer
ences and photo to: Gerald Ball at the Bedford 
Church of Christ, 2401 Bedford, TX 7602 1 

Full-rime minister wanted. The Central Church of 
Christ in Sacramento, Calif. is seeking full -time 
minister to work in a warm, loving, multicultural 
congregation of 100+ members served by three 
Elders and three deacons. We are seeking an 
enthusiastic minister who possesses a good focus 
on evangelism and is sound in doctrine. We prefer 
a fami ly man with ability to motivate, encourage, 
and reach all age groups. One of our programs 
requires the minister to attend a week-long Youth 
Bible Camp. If you are passionate about saving 
souls and committed to the work of God, please 
submit a resume, references, and audio/video of 
recent sermon to Central Church of Christ. Attn: 
Elders, 6755 San Joaquin Sr., Sacramento, CA 
95820. Elders' e-mail: will fe r95758@yahoo.com; 
n6dfl@sbcglobal.ner 

East Wood Church of Christ in Paris, Tennessee is 
seeking a youth/associate minister. We prefer song 
leading skills, some experience, work primarly with 
the youth group, preach occasionally, reach classes, 
etc. Contact by email: eastwdco@bellsoutl1.1zet or 
fax us at 731-642-2574 or ou r mailing address is: 
800 East Wood Street Paris, TN 38242 

T he Bell Avenue Church of Christ in Amarillo, 
TX has a pulpit minister position open. 1600 Bell 
Street, Amarill o, TX 79 106, (806)355-2351. 
bacoc@amaolllitle.com, wwzv.be//ave11tte.org. 
Contact: Danny Haney, damzyha11ey@att.lzet (806) 
352-0210, 

The Central Church of Christ in Bastrop, La., is 
looking for a full-time preacher ; a "doctrinally
sound family man." Sunday a.m. attendance aver
ages arou nd 120 members. We are known 
throughout the brotherhood as a Missio11-mi11ded 
cot~gregatioll and are looking forward to working 
hand-in-hand with a preacher to grow the church 
here in the NE Louisiana area. Excellent salary and 
benefits package. Day contact: (3 18) 281-4959; 
nights, weekends (318) 556-3572. Submit resumes 
to the Centra l Church of Christ at P.O . Box 34, 
Bastrop, LA 7 1220; Attention: Lloyd Swain. 

A great idea! 

Give a gift subscription to 

Firm Foundation. 

(888) 367-6216 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Le roy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99Ha rdback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Jesus 
and the Resu•·•·ection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L McKinley 

An excellent s tudy in the his torical 
evidences for the resurrection of 
Christ. The book will help equip those 
who seek to reach the lost with 
important information concerning the 
foundation of the C hristia n faith in 
aneasy-to-read format. 15g781 1 g39, 

paperback, 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Founda tion 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, orher books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome ro Avondale 
- an active congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Retire to Labelle, Florida, or come for vacation. 
Faithful congregation ro worshi p with. Central 
Church of Christ 60 Hendry Street Labelle FL 
33935 telephone 863-675-4796. 30 minutes from 
Fort Myers FL. Old Florida lifestyle. 

-If you need a Bible

call 

Firm Foundation 

(888) 367-6216 

Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by T om Holland 

Provides insights into the nature of 
preaching, informa tive and inspira tional 
to men who a re beginning preparation 
for preaching. Blends a philosophy of 
preaching, practical ins tructions, and 
motivation ; he lpful, too, for older 
preachers who need reminding of the 
method , message and motiva tion in 
preaching . BKGK02 pback 230 pgs. 
$6.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6 .25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
ever 

'I'rials 
by Lo ttie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 
$10.95 plus $3.50 s&h. 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

LeHer to Smyrna 
Revelation 2:8-11 

J
esus identified himself as " the first and th e last, 

w ho was dead and li ved again." It was his rcsur 
recti on from the dead that J esus was "declared 
to be the Son o f God with power, according to 

the spirit o f ho liness" (Rom. 1 :4). 
There is no fact of history that is bette r estab

lished than is the fact that Jesus of Nazareth , ki ll ed at 
the insistence of an unruly mob, b ro ke the bo nds o f 
death and "arose in victory o'er its dark domain." 

By his resurrection, Jesus confirmed his de ity and 
certified hi s religious system. If he arose, his words 
are true and h is teaching ratified. 

Creditable witnesses gave im peccable testimo ny 
that his disciples removed his life less body from the 
cross and placed it in a rock-hewn tomb. 

His spirit re-entered his dead bod y, and he lived , 
breathed, a te, drank, and taught. H e had up-close as
sociat io n with good friends as th ey exa mined the 
wounds caused by savage beating and c rucifix io n. 

The eyewitnesses of the fact o f J esus ' resurrec
tion sealed their testimony with their ow n blood. N o 
event, past or present, has more sufficient proof of 
its truthfulness than does the resurrectio n o f J esus. 

The fact that a handful o f humble, ord inary 
people, within the span of a single generation, con
vinced the majority o f t he people o f ea rth that hi s 

resurrectio n was bona fide a lso validates the event. It 
is neith er specio us nor counterfeit. 

Jesus mentio ns his victory over death in his letter 
to the church o f C hri st at Smyrna to reiterate that 
"all autho rity, in heaven and on earth" was his. 

The w ise w ill hear and obey the glo ry-c ircled 
Chr ist. 

The Cognizance of Jesus 
In his letters to the seven churches J esus repeats the 
fact o f his knowledge . H e wrote to the saints at 
Smyrna "I know thy tribul atio n and thy poverty." 

Early converts suffe red isolation and rejectio n. 
Late r, d iscip leship became a distinguishing mark, but 
in itia lly it was a badge of in fa my. The fact t hat 
people could fly this ensign and still be successfu l of 
drawing a majo ri ty into the ranks o f the lo ne 
Galilean dem o nstrates the magnetic appeal of the 
gospel. lt speaks to man's deepest need and most ear
nest lo nging. 

J esus wanted the saved at Smyrna to understand 
that he kn ew a ll abo ut t he ir sacrifices in hi s noble 
cause. 

C hristianity t ravels through cycles of acceptance 
and rejectio n. Sometmes the "shadows are deep, and 
ro ugh seems the path to the goal. " Sometimes the 
victo ry is sweet and cheers the li fe of the believer. 

(continued on page 5) 



Firm Foundation 

Editor 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising and Subscriptions 
J. C. Prophet 

Production 
A. L. Prophet 

"For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and ma"ow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creature 
is hidden, but all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4:12-13). 

Firm Foundation 
Volume 123 Number 8 

Published monthly by the 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269-0192 
Third Class Postage paid at Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: $19.95 per year 

2 years for $36.95. 
Club rate: $18.95 (prepaid) per year 

in clubs of 10 or more. 
Congregational rate: $16.95 per family per year 

(prepaid or billed quarterly or yearly). 
Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or more 

copies sent to one address, 
$17.95 per year per copy. 

Foreign subscriptions: $60.00 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence and manuscripts to 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269-0192 
(281) 469-3540 • fax (713) 429-5408 

had@worldnet.att.net 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advertising, subscriptions, renewals, changes of 

address, and book/literature orders to 

2 

J. C. Prophet 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 
(979) 553-3904 • fax (979) 553-3721 

jprophet@quik.com 

hHp:/ /www.bible-infonet.org/ 

POSTMASTER: Send address service to 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

August 2008 
Firm Foundation 

Editorial 

Dare to Be DiHerent 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

If the church is a pale reflection of the world, then the church is 
useless. If there is no clear distinction between the saved and 
the unsaved, the church has lost her power. 

Jesus told his disciples, "In the world ye have tribulation," which 
makes it plain that the world is not like the great fraternity of the 
redeemed; otherwise there would be no conflict and consequently 
no stress. 

The church universal is the washed of the earth. Recollect that 
God puts every saved person in the church Jesus built. "The Lord 
added to them (the church) day by day those that were saved" 
(Acts 2:47). 

The church is an earthly phase of the eternal Kingdom of God. 
John the baptist announced it, Jesus built it and saints and martyrs 
multiplied it. It was to a divinely appointed institution Jesus re
ferred when he said, "Except one be born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God!" Oohn 3:5). The peni
tent believer enters the body of the saved through the door of wa
ter. 

A notable preacher of the previous generation made the astute 
comment, "If God adds the saved to the church each day (Acts 
2:47), no saved person ever stayed outside the church overnight." 

Those purified by the precious blood of the Lamb become liv
ing stones in "a spiritual house" (1 Pet. 1 :22; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

The church is to be glorious, "not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish" 
(Eph. 5 :27). 

The church not now, nor has she ever been, glorious in the 
things the world counts to be of great beauty and splendor. The 
church does not have: 

• Ornate cathedrals in which to meet 
• Celebrities of earthly fame 
• Vast stores of gold and silver 
• Political power and armed force 
• Ostentatious display of flaming colors 
• Fine art, sculpture, or orchestra of winds, strings, and per

cussion 
• Show, pomp or circumstance 
The church may have an occasional famous member, or con

siderable wealth, or an attractive building, but in none of these 
things is the church glorious. 

The majestic weekly memorial of the church of Christ is 



unleavened bread and the juice of the grape, figures of Jesus' body 
and blood. It is so simple and unostentatious that the poorest of the 
poor can readily provide the ingredients and observe the supper. 

When the members of a local congregation come together on 
the first day of the week, the focus of their devotions is the table of 
the Lord and all it symbolizes. Songs, prayers, Bible study, and sac
rificial giving support it. Each item of religious fervor is equally 
important for the Master commands each, but the Lord's Supper is 
the centerpiece. 

In breaking the bread and sipping the juice, we confess our 
communion with Jesus, Jehovah, the Spirit, and one another. It 
also reminds us of the simplicity that is toward Christ. 

No, the glory of the church is not in outward things but in a 
humble and contrite heart that loves God more than all else be
sides. Believers will endure any Patmos "for the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus, for they love not their life even unto death" 
(Rev. 1:9). 

Saints do not sound a trumpet to call attention to their alms, 
nor "make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of 
their garments." They live by the dictates of love, and free from 
vainglory. They look away from ostentation, elegance, or affecta
tion. They are not showy. 

The church of the New Testament is glorious in its simple, 
trusting faith. Christ loved the church and gave himself up for it; 
"that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of wa
ter with the word, that he might present the church to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. 5 :26-27). 

The glory of the church is in her purity, honor, and unpreten
tious service and not in the perishing things of a perishing world. 
We do not labor for the bread that is perishing, "but for that which 
endures unto eternal life." 

"For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy: for I es
poused you to one husband, that I might present you as a pure vir
gin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 
Eve in his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ" (2 Cor. 11:2-3 ). 

That is how unlike the world the church ought to be. 
If the distinction between the world and the church is broken 

down, the church loses its purpose and its power. 
jesus wants his followers to be "the salt of the earth." If the 

salt loses it saltiness, it is fit for nothing, except to walk on. 
If the church conforms to the mores of the earth and becomes 

earthy, if there is no sharp contrast between the church and the 
world, it has no message for modern man and no reason to con
tinue to exist. 

Jesus did not make it easy to follow him. He said, "He that is 
not with me is against me." He also said, "If any man come to me, 
and hate not his father, and mother, and wife and children, ... he 
cannot be my disciple." 

It is a serious thing to stand for Christ. 
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This is true not only in conduct but also in 
thought. Doctrine is important - starkly important. 
The humble child of God is unlike the world in atti- . 
tude and in teaching. 

Peter preached a sermon to a gathering in Jerusa
lem. It was not a concessive sermon. 

"Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by 
mighty works and wonders and signs which God did 
by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves 
know; him, being delivered up by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye by the hand 
of lawless men did crucify and slay" (Acts 2:22-23). 

How unkind! But they were "pricked in their 
hearts, and three thousand of them were saved. 

We do not advocate rude and abrasive speech, 
yet preaching truth is not merely mouthing plati
tudes. Our speech is to "be with grace, seasoned with 
salt" (Col. 4:6). 

Don't forget the salt. 
Teachers of eternal verities must confront sinners 

with their sins in a manner that is intrepidly daring 
and bold. Words sharp enough to get through thick, 
tough hide and prick the tender heart. 

Multitudes may turn away and Jesus may say, 
"Would you also go away?" To which we must reply, 
as did Peter, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life" Uohn 6:68). 

Regardless of what the masses may do, it is the 
calling of the body of Christ to stand up, speak out, 
and "convict the world in respect of sin, and of righ
teousness, and of judgment." 

Her powerful message accuses all mature inhab
itants of earth of sinning and falling short of the 
glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Sinful people are without 
hope and without God (Eph. 2:12). Most will turn 
away in disgust, but, thank God, some will respond 
with simple heartfelt obedience. It is this very small 
remnant that makes up the church of God. 

The church in the beginning of the gospel was in 
the midst of a malevolent world. Its preaching of 
peace resulted in violent persecution. The saints 
"loved not their lives even unto death" and perfected 
their martyrdom. The blood of the saints gave stark 
testimony to the sincerity of their faith and the 
church "grew and multiplied exceedingly." 

When the church made peace with the world by 
failing to confront the world with its worldliness, the 
church went into decline, and lost its saltiness. This 
was the great apostasy foretold by inspired apostles 
and prophets. The demons of hell prevailed against 
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the church, though they were unable to prevail 
against its establishment. The gates of hell could not 
and did not prevent the building of the church, but 
those same gates later enfeebled the church and re
duced her to sheer impotence. 

Restoration of the New Testament pattern of sal
vation and bold proclamation of everlasting verities 
resulted in the holy body of Jesus blossoming once 
again. It grew in a marvelous way because it was true 
to faithful gospel preaching. It did not yearn for 
popularity, but for fidelity. 

Where purity goes, persecution follows. The de
vices of the devil are deceptive and decimate the sol
diers of truth and righteousness. 

The truth is that in our age many are afraid 
boldly to present what they know to be true because 
they also know the world is hostile to simple, saving 
truth. It is sad to see the professed followers of the 
courageous Christ falling down before the idol of 
peace at any price and groveling. Peace, yes, but 
peace based on revealed truth - a peace that puts us 
at odds with the world. 

To win the world we must be unlike the world. 
We must call for the brave and the loyal to stand up 
and be counted. 

This is a time of crisis ... a time for confidence 
and certainty ... a time to speak and boldly in God's 
name. 

"Who will follow Jesus? Who will make reply? 'I 
am on the Lord's side; Master, here am I"'? 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FLORIDA 
SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

1807 South Florida Avenue • Lakeland Florida 33803 
(800) 320-9780 • www.fsop.net • fsop@gte.net 

-Training Preachers Since 1969-

m Well-balanced program 
m Qualified faculty 
m Two-year, college-level program 

(100 semester hours minimum) 
m Classes for wives of students 
m No tuition is charged 
m Umited financial assistance for qualified students 
m Approved for V.A. benefits 

Contact us today for information, registration, 
lectureship books, and study materials. 

-Make Plans to Attend Our 34tb Annual Lectureship
January 2009 

FF 



Apocolypse 
(continued from page 1) 

When storm clouds gather it is a comfort to under
stand that Jesus knows- he knows about it all. 

This awareness makes the follower of Jesus the 
more determined to stay the course and win the 
prize. 

Jesus turns a sympathetic eye to those who suffer 
for righteousness sake and bids them to "press on to
ward the mark of the high calling of God." He does 
not use his power to remove the obstacle but allows 
it to sharpen and strengthen his children.' 

The fact that he knows is a balm to the soul. 
Jesus knew the tribulation and the poverty of the re
deemed and sent the message, "Be strong! We are 
not here to play, to dream, to drift; We have hard 
work to do and loads to lift; Shun not the struggle -
face it; 'tis God's gift." 

He says to his blood-bought church, "Stand up, 
speak out, and bravely, in God's name." 

An intimidated church that speaks with stammer
ing lips and is afraid to confront error and sin is a 
disgrace. 

If your boldness in service of Jesus causes priva
tion, then continue in your dedicated devotion and 
eager testimony, and ignore your deprivation. 

A child of God will not allow himself to be weak
kneed with hands hanging down. "Be not weary in 
well-doing." Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 
you like men, be strong. Let all that ye do be done in 
love" (1 Cor. 16:13-14). 

Think of Paul's life and of how he refused to be 
dissuaded. 

For, I think, God hath set forth us the 
apostles last of all, as men doomed to death: 
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, 
both to angels and men. We are fools for 
Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we 
are weak, but ye are strong; ye have glory, 
but we have dishonor. Even unto this 
present hour we both hunger, and thirst, 
and are naked, and are buffeted, and have 
no certain dwelling-place; and we toil, 
working with our own hands: being reviled, 
we bless; being persecuted, we endure; be
ing defamed, we entreat: we are made as the 
filth of the world, the offscouring of all 
things, even until now. I write not these 
things to shame you, but to admonish you as 

my beloved children. For though ye have 
ten thousand tutors in Christ, yet have ye 
not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I begat 
you through the gospel. I beseech you there
fore, be ye imitators of me (1 Cor. 4:9-16). 

Jesus knew of their distress, suffering, oppression 
and poverty. Still, he says to them, "You are rich." 

Each Child of God Is Rich 
Some saints have lots of money and some do not but 
each is rich. Jesus spoke of Smyrna's poverty,' but 
added, "but thou art rich." Poor but rich. 

The child of God is a joint heir with Jesus of eter
nal riches and enjoys in this life the true wealth. Ev
ery baptized believer receives forgiveness, peace, 
hope, assurance, brothers, sisters, counsel and the in
credible treasures of God. 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the 
earth, where moth and rust consume, and where 
thieves break through and steal: but lay up for your
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth consume, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal: for where thy treasure is, there will 
thy heart be also" (Matt. 6:19-21). 

Ponder these words: 
Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, 
There is no man that hath left house, or 
brethren, or sisters, or mother, or father, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and for the 
gospel's sake, 
but he shall receive a hundredfold now in 
this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and 
mothers, and children, and lands, 
with persecutions; 
and in the world to come eternal life (Mark 
10:29-30). 

If anyone is alienated from his biological family 
because of the obedience of faith, he receives in the 
great family of God, as compensation, spiritual rela
tives scattered all over the world. He may lose land 
and house, but doors are open to him in thousands 
of shelters. 

Notice that in listing the support one receives in 
the body of Christ, Jesus mentions "persecution." 

He also told his disciples, "These things have I 
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spoken unto you, that in me ye may have peace. In 
the world ye have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world." 

Tribulation? Persecution? Is this the coin in 
which the Lord pays his servants? 

The answer is an emphatic yes. 
Adverse winds lift the believer to greater heights 

... "E'en tho' it be a cross that raiseth me." 
Like Jesus, each believer, for the "joy that is be

fore him," endures whatever he must endure, despis
ing shame, and one day sits down with Jesus in the 
Father's throne. That is true riches. 

When painful opposition, sorrow, separation, 
trouble and heartache come, "rejoice and be exceed
ing glad in that day, for great is your reward in 
heaven." 

In this statement Jesus is getting the members of 
the church in Smyrna ready for the terrible persecu
tion that is about to befall them. His words are de
signed to get all of his brothers and sisters ready for 
the gloom of rejection, as they bask in the sunshine 
of anticipation and living hope. 

Synagogue of Satan 
The Son of God praises the saints of Smyrna for re
fusing to cave in because of the slander of false Jews. 
They say they are Jews, but they lie. The blood of 
Abraham may run in their veins, but they are not 
truly his children (see John 8:39-45). 

It is tough to hear slander heaped upon you and 
not retaliate with bitter words. It is not easy to offer 
truth to disbelievers and have them turn to rend you. 
It is almost insupportable to listen to your words dis
torted and your good intentions misrepresented. 

While Jesus was suffering and dying on the cross, 
his detractors ridiculed him and misrepresented his 
teaching with blasphemous slander. Only his God-
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nature and perfect love enabled him not to caH for fire 
to flash forth from the Father and consume them. He 
looked on them with pity and answered not a word. 

Hateful words intensify the suffering of physical 
persecution. To bear up under the hailstorm of slan
der is hard to do, but it imitates the Suffering Servant 
of Jehovah . 

A Prophecy 

Jesus knew that brutal persecution was about to 
break over the disciples at Smyrna. He does not em
ploy his power to prevent it, but offers kind words of 
comfort. 

"Fear not," he says, "the things which thou art 
about to suffer." Like a mother's hand on a fevered 
brow, his care is consolation, and his consolation is 
strength. 

"The devil is about to cast some of you into 
prison, that ye may be tried." The devil is the source 
of their misery. Suffering is often the trial of faith. 
Moral agency is tested. 

We have heard of a man who was laughed at con
temptuously for being a follower of Jesus, and who 
"began to curse and swear, I know not the man." 

The moral fiber of our being must be strong to 
support us when we face ridicule and derision for 
walking in the "footprints of Jesus." 

The heavy-handed persecution Jesus foretold 
was to last "ten days." Of course, the "ten days" 
symbolize a short, intense period of unknown dura
tion, just as a thousand years will be later used to de
note a long, intense period of unknown duration. 

Whether the harassment is long or short, we 
must learn to summon our strength, look to Jesus, 
and wordlessly submit to the chastening scourge. 

The Reward of Faithfulness 

Jesus promises two things to his loyal slave - a 
crown of life and not being hurt of the second death. 

The crown of life is not the monarch's diadem 
but the wreath of victory. It speaks of joy, exonera: 
tion, admittance, and honor. It is the reward for 
overcoming, which again reminds us of the "good 
fight of faith." 

To win the fight one must be faithful. Be thou 
faithful in doctrine, in service, and in holiness. Be 
faithful even if physical death results from your fidel
ity, which is a small and inconsequential thing, if you 
are unhurt by the second death. 
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The Place of Prayer 
By Andrew Burns 

Early Mrican converts to Christ were earnest 
and consistent in their private devotions to 
God. Each one allegedly had separate places 

in the thicket where he would pour out his heart to 
God in prayer. Over the years the paths to these 
places became well worn. As a result, if one of these 
believers began to neglect prayer, it was soon appar
ent to the others with grass growing on their path. 
They would kindly remind the negligent one, 
"Brother, the grass grows on your path." 

In your prayer life, is there any grass on your 
path? Jesus had many paths that he had worn to the 
dirt daily (Luke 6: 12). Can you imagine praying all 
night? Jesus not only imagined it; he practiced it. In 
this, we will to consider three areas of prayer: the 
priority, the prerequisite and the practice of prayer. 

Where is prayer in your life in terms of priority? 
When you have a problem, challenge, joy or di
lemma, who do you turn to first, second or third? 
Does the Lord come in second, or maybe fourth? In 
terms of Jesus' prayer life, his heavenly Father was 
number one easily. Where is prayer in your life? 

The Place of Prayer - a Priority 

In order for prayer to be important place in my life it 
must first be a priority. The word priority is a Latin 
word meaning "superior." When prayer is a priority 
in our lives, it takes priority over other important 
items. As Luke states, Jesus prayed often and many 
times all night (Luke 6: 12). Jesus chose to pray in
stead of sleep or relax. Especially we see this on the 
eve before he chooses his apostles; those men he 
would mentor and tutor to do his great commission 
(Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15). He directly addressed 
the Father about this decision so that the Father 
could guide Jesus in his thinking. Now imagine, if 
Jesus (God on earth in human flesh, John 1:14) 
needed the Father's guidance regarding a major deci
sion, surely we can vividly see our need. 

When prayer is a priority, our lives are con
sciously full of joy and serenity. Luke states a story in 
chapter eighteen about a woman who prays to a man 
who has no regard for people or for God. The story 
begins by Jesus stating, "that men always ought to 

pray and not lose heart" (Luke 18:1). Jesus tells this 
parable so that we would pray to God instead of be
coming distraught and weary from our challenges. 
Prayer must be a priority and a constant priority. 

The psalmist succinctly says that God will save 
me when I call out to him in prayer (Ps. 55:16). Here 
is a promise from God that must keep us courageous 
and full of praise to him because he listens, cares, 
and will attend to our needs. The psalmist also states 
that he will " ... cry to God all day long" (Ps. 86:3-6). 
This psalmist not only shares his needs, but also his 
whole soul to God in prayer. He states that God is 
good, ready to forgive, and ready to give mercy to
ward the prayer. At the end of the prayer, he states 
with confidence that he calls upon God because God 
will answer. 

From the New Testament writers, prayer is a 
powerful part of our spiritual armor from God (Eph. 
6:18), and an assumed priority in Jesus' teachings 
(Matt. 6:5). The Bible clearly teaches how important 
prayer is for the Christian in decision making, in 
daily delights of the heart, in dark moments of great 
challenge and in dire straits with dark forces of evil 
(Eph. 6:11-12; 2 Cor. 10:4-6). Prayer is needed and 
a necessity for each of these and many more occa
sions. John Bunyun stated, "He who runs from God 
in the morning will scarcely find him the rest of the 
day." May we see God in the morning and remain 
with him for the duration of the day. 

The Place of Prayer - a Prerequisite 

Oftentimes, when we come to and are overcome by 
challenges in life, we too often think of parents, best 
friends or in-laws to call and confer with concerning 
proper directions. While conferring with these 
groups is not at all bad or ill-advised, we must recog
nize as God's people that God desires to be honored 
first and foremost. We have his perfect Sovereign 
counsel in the revealed word of God, which should 
be consulted before we explore any options. 

When the early church dealt with a serious issue 
with Peter and John they immediately consulted with 
God in prayer about which direction to take. They 
could have been afraid or angry or bitter. Instead, 
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they directed their energy immediately in prayer to 
God (Acts 4:23£). In fact, their prayer was not for 
safety or revenge, their prayer was for courage to 
continue God's commission to them of preaching 
Jesus' Name to the Jews. Prayer for the early church 
was a prerequisite before any other option was even 
considered. Of course, revelation in the early church 
was progressive and today it is sealed as the "once 
for all delivered faith" Oude 3). 

On the night of Jesus' betrayal, denial, and death 
prayer was a major factor from the very beginning. 
He prayed before his agony preceding his arrest. He 
tells Peter that he had prayed for him that Satan 
would not prevail in this spiritual battle (Luke 
22:32). When he went to pray and his disciples fol
lowed him, he pleaded with them to pray that they 
would be (future tense) victorious during the night 
of great spiritual challenge (Luke 22:40). Then, he 
goes to battle Satan in prayer with the Father by his 
side (Luke 22:41, 44). Prayer, then, was not a part of 
a religious ritual to Jesus that would count him as a 
faithful follower of God. Prayer was a powerful, in
tegral instrument of strength and victory that en
abled Jesus to focus on the goal of man's salvation. 
Without prayer, it is possible that Jesus' human side 
becomes stronger than the spiritual side. With 
prayer, Jesus remains inseparably locked to God's 
purpose and plan to redeem man to God. Jesus pro
foundly taught with his life that prayer was a prereq
uisite. 

The Place of Prayer - a Practice 

Finally, for prayer to be a successful priority and pre
requisite, it must be continuous. We may think 
highly of prayer and believe in its holy place in terms 
of Christian actions; but unless it is practiced daily (1 
Thess. 5: 17), it cannot be helpful to the Christian. 
Prayer is much like a hammer to a builder. The ham
mer has great potential and ability. However, if we 
fail to pick it up with the nail, properly swing it and 
apply its abilities to the work it is of no use to our 
needs. As we build our spiritual house of God (Eph. 
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2: 19-22) prayer must be a critical part and have its 
crucial place in this house; or the house will come 
crashing down around us (Matt. 7:24-25). God 
teaches us to: 

1. Pray faithfully at all times (Rom. 12: 12). 
2. Pray constantly about all things (1 Thess. 

5:17). 
3 Trust him and pour our needs out to him - at 

all times (Ps. 62:8). 
4. To the early church, prayer was essential to 

their daily success (Acts 12:5). 
E.M. Bounds stated, "What the Church needs to

day is not more machinery or better, not new organi
zations or more novel methods, but men whom the 
Holy Spirit can use - men of prayer, men mighty in 
prayer." On a scale of 1-10, what is the condition of 
your prayer life? Has grass grown on the path of 
your prayer life? 

Northwest Church of Christ 
Durant, OK 74701 

(We are indebted to brother Burns for this fine es
say on the importance of persistent prayer. Prayer 
magnifies the name of God and is a constant re
minder of our need to do all things consistent with 
the revealed word of God - ~~not my will but thine 
be done." If we elevate the will of God as expressed in 
the word of God, we are nwalking in the light, and 
the blood of jesus is cleansing us from all unrigh
teousness." Righteousness, of course, is '~doing right 
according to the law.'' Unrighteousness is denying the 
importance of law. It is lawlessness. Another magnifi
cent thing constant prayer does for us is to procure 
forgiveness, according to our confession- which in
cludes repentance -and according to our forgiveness 
of those who have sinned against us. Thank you, 
again, brother Burns, and our prayer is that God will 
bless you, as you have blessed us.) FF 

Correction 
In the July issue of Firm Foundation, the 

epilogue on p. 24 to ''A Little Boy" was in
complete. The following is complete: 
EPILOGUE: 

Soon after Coli left, his marabout traveled 
to Guinea-Bissau. He angrily demanded to 
know why Coli had run away. 

Ashamed, Coli's father promised to make 
up for the boy's bad behavior. 

He is sending the marabout two more sons. 
(By Rukmini Callimachi) 



Jeremiah's Temple Sermon 
(A Study of Jeremiah 7: 1-15) 

By John Hobbs 

Historical Background 

In 722 B.C. Samaria, the capital city of Israel, was turning it upside down" (2 Kings 21:9,.12-13). The 
destroyed by the Assyrians. The northern tribe Bible says that it was "for the sins of Manasseh" that 
of Israel went into Assyrian captivity. The victo- God was going to "remove" Judah out of his sight (2 

rious Assyrian army moved south to destroy Jerusa- Kings 24:3; cf. 2 Kings 23:26-27). Jeremiah was 
lem, the capital city of the nation of Judah. God commissioned to repeat these dire predictions and 
stepped in and said, "I will defend this city to save it, lived to see their fulfillment. 
for mine own sake" (2 Kings 19:34). The Assyrian Amon was the son of Manasseh and reigned only 
army goes to bed and then awakens to find out that two years. 2 Kings 21:20-22 states, '~d he did that 
185,000 soldiers died in one night. Josephus says which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, as did 
that a plague of rats killed the soldiers. 2 Kings Manasseh his father. And he walked in all the way 
19:35 says, "And it came to pass that night, that the that his father walked in, and served the idols that 
angel of Jehovah went forth, and smote in the camp his father served, and worshiped them: and he for-
of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five thou- sook Jehovah, the God of his fathers, and walked not 
sand: and when men arose early in the morning, be- in the way of Jehovah." 
hold, these were all dead bodies." Regardless of the Josiah was the son of Amon. Josiah began to reign 
"how" it was done, God saved Jerusalem from de- when he was only eight years old in 640 B.C. Jer-
struction. God defended and saved the city. The emiah received his call in the thirteenth year of 
Assyrian king, Sennacherib, returned to Nineveh, the Josiah's reign, 627 B.C. Oer. 1 :2). In 622 B.C. 
capital city of Assyria. Judah as a nation was spared. Hilkiah, the high priest, finds "the book of the law in '· 

At the time of God's deliverance, Hezekiah was the house of Jehovah" (2 Kings 22:8). Hilkiah is also 
the king of Judah. He had begun a reformation to rid the name of Jeremiah's father Qer. 1:1). There is ab-
Judah of idolatry. Hezekiah was a righteous king. His solutely no way to know if Hilkiah, the high priest, 
father was Ahaz and his son was Manasseh. They was also Jeremiah's father. Josiah was a good king 
were both wicked. Manasseh starts reigning at 12 who had great reverence and fear of Jehovah God. 
years of age and rules for 55 years (687 -642 B.C.). Josiah starts a restoration and reformation of true 
He was a very evil and wicked king. He returned to worship (2 Kings 23:1-25). Did Josiah know of 
the idolatrous ways of his grandfather Ahaz. He Jeremiah's work? We do not know. We do know that 
brought in Baal and Asherah worship, idolatrous Jeremiah had already been preaching for five years 
desecration of God's temple, sacramental prostitu- when Josiah learns about "the book of the law." Most 
tion, ritual drunkenness, and infant sacrifice. scholars believe that the book of the law was the 
Manasseh also introduced wizardry, witchcraft, nee- book of Deuteronomy. From 622-609 B.C. Jeremiah 
romancy, soothsaying, and augury, and even went so and Josiah have the same purpose - return the 
far as to offer his own son as a burnt offering (2 people to true worship. Jeremiah had seen the idols, 
Kings 21:3-6). The record says that "Manasseh se- the evil ways, and the abominations of the people for 
duced them to do that which is evil more than did five years before Josiah initiated his reforms. Jer-
the nations whom Jehovah destroyed before the chil- emiah had been preaching against these sins. 
dren of Israel" (2 Kings 21:9). 

Consequently, God warned, "I will bring such When Was This Sermon Given? 

evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever The technical question is: Is the temple sermon in 
heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle .... I will Jeremiah 7 and Jeremiah 26 the same event given at 
wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it and the same time? Or, did Jeremiah give the same 
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sermon twice? It is not impossible that Jeremiah de
livered a similar sermon on more than one occasion. 
There are scholars on both sides. Theodore Laetsch 
gives six arguments on why chapters 7 and 26 are 
not the same event. Two of these are: (1) The refer
ence to Shiloh would have been a warning expected 
in the days of Josiah and (2) In chapter 7 there is not 
the slightest indication of opposition. This would fit 
well into the time of Josiah's reform from 622-609 
B.C. Russell Fuller writes, "Most of chapters 1-20 of 
Jeremiah probably come from the earlier years of 
Jeremiah's ministry, namely 627-605." John Willis 
said, "The list of sins in the sermon would fit per
fectly with a discovery of the law in the temple." 
These points lean us to take the sermon early in 
Jeremiah's ministry and thus chapter 26 records are
peat sermon. If Jesus cleansed the temple twice in his 
ministry, why could Jeremiah not have preached the 
same sermon twice? He probably preached it more 
than twice. However, the question of whether chap
ters 7 and 26 record the same event should not be 
our focus. Our main focus must be on seeing the 
truth/message of God's word. 

Verse 1 

J .A. Thompson says, "The Temple Sermon is thus set 
in the framework of a direct word from God." Jer
emiah is preaching the message God gave him to 
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preach. This sermon is "God-breathed." Since it is 
"Scripture" it is "profitable" (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

Verse 2 

Laetsch says that the expression "Hear ye the word 
of Jehovah, all ye of Judah"- "justifies the dating of 
this speech on one of the three great festivals, when 
all males were obliged to come to the Temple - Lev. 
23:1-44; Deut. 16:1-17." Notice to whom Jeremiah 
is told to preach - the people of God who come to 
worship. Some say we should not preach to Chris
tians. They say all of our sermons should be evange
listic, preaching to non-Christians. But, here Jer
emiah preaches to regular temple worshipers. Also, if 
one reads the New Testament, it is obvious that the 
teaching of Romans through Revelation deals with 
"how" to live the Christian life. Preachers must 
preach to Christians on "how" to live the Christian 
life. Therefore, sermons on marriage (Eph. 5:25-33), 
sex in and out of marriage (1 Cor. 7:1-5; Heb. 13:4; 
Eph. 5 :5), children obeying their parents (Eph. 6: 1-
3), loving our Christian brothers (1 John 4:7-21), 
faith, patience, virtue, brotherly kindness, love, god
liness, self-control, knowledge (2 Pet. 1 :5-11), etc. 
are all viable sermons that must be preached. 

Verse 3 

F. B. Huey says, "Like a prosecuting attorney in court, 
the Lord accused the people of misplaced trust and 
misguided behavior. He warned them to reform their 
ways along with a promise, 'I will let you live in this 
place."' The expression "this place" means the land 
of Judah. God says, ''Amend your ways and your do
ings.'' This is a call to repentance. Jesus said, "Except 
ye repent, ye shall in all like manner perish" (Luke 
13:3). "Amend" means "cause to be good." "Ways" 
refers to the underlying principles of how one lives 
his life. Proverbs 4:23 states, "Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." "Doings" 
refers to conduct. Thompson says, "The whole direc
tion of the worshipers lives and the deeds that flowed 
from their wrong outlook needed to be transformed, 
amended, reformed." Staying in the land was condi
tional upon their obedience (Exod. 19:5; Deut. 28-
30). God had never unconditionally said they could 
remain in the land. His ancient promises belonged 
only to a nation which kept his commandments faith
fully (Deut. 7:12-15). John Strange writes, "It wasn't 
enough just to destroy idols. It wasn't enough just to 
go to the place of worship. Jeremiah called his people 
to a moral reformation in which their lives would re-



fleet God's justice and righteousness." Their com
plete philosophy of life needed to change. First and 
foremost, they needed to love God (Deut. 6:4-6). 
Their actions demonstrated they did not love God. 
The Bible clearly teaches one will become like the 
one he loves and worships. Willis said, "We become 
the thing we love. We become what we pursue. We 
become what we think about. We are the sum total of 
who we love and what we love." How true. Notice 
carefully these verses: 

(1) Psalms 115:8, "They that make them shall be 
like unto them." 

(2)2 Kings 17:15, "They followed vanity, and be
came vain." Notice they became what they pursued. 

(3) Hosea 9: 10, "They consecrated themselves 
unto the shameful thing, and became abominable 
like that which they loved." 

(4)Jeremiah 2:5, "They have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain." 

(5) Proverbs 23:7, For as he thinketh within him
self, so is he." We are not what we think we are, 
rather we are what we think. 

God established only one way. 
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Verse 4 
Jeremiah tells the people, "Trust ye not in lying 
words." Huey states, "The people of Judah had 
placed their trust in the temple rather than in God. 
They could not believe there was any real danger (cf. 
Mic. 3: 11)." Thompson says, "We find here a clear 
expression of the temple theology of the deluded 
priests and national leaders (2:6, 8, 26) and also of 
the ordinary citizens." Fuller wrote, "The hope of 
the people was that the existence of the temple in 
Jerusalem was their ultimate protection against all 
calamities. The Egyptians and Babylonians might 
cause problems for the nation, but the existence of 
the temple assured safety and protection." Why did 
the Jews trust in the physical, external temple in 
jerusalem as their security from any disaster? There 
are several reasons: 

(1)In 2 Samuel7:12-16 God had promised an 
everlasting dynasty to David. Jerusalem was David's 
home. 

(2)In Psalms 132:13-14 God had chosen Zion 
(i.e. Jerusalem) as his dwelling place for ever. 

(3)In Genesis 15:18; 17:7-8 God had made a 
covenant with Abraham, giving him and his descen
dants the land in perpetuity. 

(4) In 2 Kings 19 God had delivered Jerusalem 
from destruction of the Assyrian army. 

(5) In Exodus 25:22 God's presence was above 
the Ark of the Covenant and the Ark was in the 
temple at Jerusalem. 

(6)In Isaiah 10:24; 31:4-5; 33:17-20 God prom
ised to defend the city of Jerusalem. 

Because of all these reasons, the Jews thought 
that no harm could come to them. They thought that 
the existence of the temple itself was a guarantee 
that nothing bad would happen to them. John 
Strange wrote: "They interpreted Isaiah's prophecies 
to mean that no invader could ever take Jerusalem. 
Their failure was like that of many people today who 
read the scriptures in a piece-meal fashion. Isaiah 
had also predicted the destruction of Jerusalem." 
Evidently the Jews kept repeating the phrase "the 
temple of jehovah" over and over like it had some 
superstitious or magical power. Therefore they 
trusted in the lying words, the deceiving words, "The 
temple of Jehovah." This is an old, old trick. The 
idea is if you say something loud enough and long 
enough, you '11 eventually believe it even if it is false. 
These words were "lying words" and they were 
trusting in them. Big mistake. Jesus said, "The truth 
shall make you free" Oohn 8:32). Proverbs 14:12 
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says, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." Paul 
said if we do not have "the love of the truth" we will 
perish (2 Thess. 2:10). Jesus warned us, "Take heed 
how ye hear" (Luke 8:18). If we do not have a heart 
that loves and seeks for truth, we are lost. It is abso
lute foolishness to believe something just because we 
want to believe. 

Fuller wrote, "To make it possible for the holy 
God to dwell with sinful man, God ordained the sac
rificial system, typifying the true sacrifice of Christ, 
to forgive man's sin and to propitiate God's wrath so 
that a holy God would not consume a sinful people. 
The religious leaders understood this, but they per
verted the sacrificial system into a system of carnal 
security. They reasoned that how they lived did not 
matter as long as sacrifice was performed." Thus the 
Jews religion was corrupt and false. One mark of a 
degenerate religion is an emphasis on externals in
stead of internal, spiritual realities. Jesus said, "God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
in spirit and truth" ijohn 4:24). God has always de
manded worship from the heart (Deut. 6: 4-6; 8:2; 
10:12; 10:16; 13:3; Jer. 3:10; 29:13). Anyone who 
claims that in the Old Testament God was not con
cerned with heart worship is ignorant of biblical 
truth. 

Verses 5·6 

Fuller writes, "Jeremiah corrects the false words by 
declaring that holiness and repentance - not the ex
istence of the temple - would allow them to stay in 
the land." Verses 5-6 explains what God meant in 
verse 3 when God said, "Amend your ways." Evi
dently they were guilty of these things because God 
says, ''Amend" - in other words change, repent. 
Here are four things that must be changed: (1) ex
ecute justice (Deut. 16:20), (2) do not oppress the 
needy, the poor (Exod. 22:21-22; Deut. 24:17; 
27: 19), (3) do not shed innocent blood (Deut. 
19: 10), and (4) do not worship other gods (Exod. 
20:3-4). Micah 6:8 states, "He hath showed thee, 0 
man, what is good; and what doth Jehovah require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." Leviticus 19:18 says, 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." The Jews 
were guilty of not loving their neighbor. God is con
cerned with how we treat our fellow man. True wor
ship and true allegiance to Jehovah must affect how 
we treat other people. In these verses Jeremiah de
fined the kind of religion that pleases God. Notice 
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the word "thoroughly" is repeated twice in verse 5. 
God wants them to "thoroughly, completely, totally" 
amend their ways. Just to change halfway is unac
ceptable. Half-hearted obedience is disobedience. 
Jesus said, "Because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
hot nor cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth" 
(Rev. 3:16). Jehovah said, ''And ye shall seek me and 
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart" ijer. 29: 13). Jesus said, "Thou shalt love thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength" (Mark 
12:30). Notice the all-ness of how we are to love 
God. The fourth indictment is a charge of spiritual 
adultery of which they were guilty. At Mount Sinai 
the Israelites were married to God. He became the 
husband and IsraeVJudah became his wife. But, they 
"played the harlot with many lovers" ijer. 3:2). They 
were guilty of "adultery" Uer. 3:8, 20). They had 
broken the first two of the Ten Commandments. The 
First Commandment was: "Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me." God would not tolerate unfaithful
ness. What normal husband would? Their failure to 
maintain faithfulness to Jehovah was going to cause 
them "hurt." Idolatry leads deeper and deeper into 
sin and its dire consequences. In Deuteronomy 4:26; 
11:16-17; 28-30, God had specifically told them 
they would be destroyed if they went after other 
gods. This was no secret. But, they ignored the warn
ing. Thompson writes, "The conditionals of verses 5-
6 were presented to the people of Jerusalem by Jer
emiah as the sine qua non for Yahweh's continued 
protection of his people and for his continued pres
ence among them. Anything less would lead to the 
people's own ruin." 

Verse 7 

Verses 5-7 are a conditional sentence. Verses 5-6 
form the protasis (the "if" clause) and verse 7 is the 
apodosis (the "then" clause). In order for the 
apodosis to be fulfilled, the protasis must first be 
true. If they wanted to stay in the land, they must do 
what God has said in verses 5-6. This also indicates 
that God's promises of staying in the land were con
ditional not unconditional. 

The ASV translates the Hebrew "from of old even 
for evermore." The KJV has "for ever and ever." The 
Hebrew word is olam. This word means "age -last
ing." Laetsch says, "olam denotes a period of time, 
the beginning and end of which, or either of the two, 
is not known, or cannot be known, or is non-exis
tent; hence a period of time of indefinite but long 



duration, either in the past or in the future; which 
duration may be without beginning and without end, 
everlasting, or only of long duration, the extent of 
which may or not be known to man." In Jonah 2:6, 
Jonah said that he was in the belly of the great fish 
"for ever." This is the Hebrew word olam. Was Jonah 
in the fish's belly for eternity or for the age he need to 
learn the lesson? In 1 Samuel1:22, Hannah said that 
Samuel would abide in the temple "for ever." The 
Hebrew is again olam. If one were to go to Jerusalem 
today, would he still find Samuel ministering in the 
temple? Of course not. Samuel abode in the temple 
for the age that God appointed him to stay there -
not for all eternity. Context must determine the 
meaning of the Hebrew word. 

Verse 8 

Notice Jeremiah repeats for emphasis, "Ye trust in ly
ing words, that cannot profit." It was absolutely and 
totally not true that the presence of the temple in 
Jerusalem made the city and the people indestruc
tible. And yet, they were trusting in lying words. 
God says they "cannot profit." If a man has cancer, 
telling him it is only indigestion will not cure the 
cancer - not even if he believes it. Lies and false
hoods, whether in the realm of medicine or religion, 
will not cure the sick patient. We are warned not to 
believe Satan's "lying wonders" (2 Thess. 2:9). Adam 
and Eve believed the lie Satan told them, and it cost 
then dearly. In 1 Kings 13 the man of God was told a 
lie by a prophet and he believed the lie and as a result 
God slew him for disobedience. Many people on the 
Day of Judgment are going to find out their theology 
was all wrong (Matt. 7:21-23). But, then it will be 
too late to repent. 

Verse 9 

Jeremiah accused the Jews of repeated violations of 
the Ten Commandments. He specifically mentions 6 
of the 10 (eight, six, seven, nine, one, two). The im
plications of the charges are clear. Judah had rejected 
the covenant stipulations in her daily life. The word 
known is a key word in Jeremiah. The Hebrew is the 
word yada. This word means "to know by experi
ence; to know someone intimately." It does not just 
refer to knowing facts about someone. Thompson 
says the word refers to "the relationship that exists 
between two people at a deep level of mental, emo
tional, and volitional commitment, as between a hus
band and wife. Yahweh had never known any other 
people so intimately as he had known Israel (cf. 

Amos 3:2)." The focus of the word known (yada) is 
on Judah breaking the marriage covenant they had 
with Jehovah. In former times such gods were not 
acceptable to God's people. 

Verse 10 

Huey writes, "They felt no shame about breaking 
the moral laws of God and then coming to stand in 
the temple that bore God's name." Thompson com
ments, "They deluded themselves into thinking they 
were safe to continue breaking the covenant and 
committing the evils referred to in verses 5-6, 9." 
Laetsch says, "While they are committing these 
atrocities, they come into the presence of that God 
whose every commandment they have broken, stand 
in the dwelling of the God of unchanging justice and 
righteousness, and having gone through their rites, 
they say: We are delivered, now we are safe, we are 
God's own. And all that not for the purpose of 
changing their ways, but to keep on doing all these 
abominations." Notice the Jews said, "We are deliv
ered." But, was this true? No! Just because someone 
says something or believes something - does that 
mean it is right? No! Naaman said, "Behold I 
thought" (2 Kings 5: 11). But, he thought wrong. 
Paul said, "I verily thought with myself that I ought 
to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth" (Acts 26:9). But, he thought wrong. 
People may live their lives apart from God's rules, 
but one day they will be forced to accept the reality 
that what God has said is the basis of judgment -
not what they thought Oohn 12:48; Rom. 2:2; Rev. 
20: 12). Proverbs 28:26 states emphatically, "He that 
trusteth in his own heart is a fool" (Prov. 28:26). 
Notice that Jeremiah calls their actions: "abomina
tions." This word means "nasty and disgusting; vile; 
loathsome; horrible and hated; very bad." The Jews 
said, "We are delivered," but the reality was: "They 
were not delivered." 

Verse 11 

Notice the question. The Jews would answer "no." 
God would answer "yes" (cf. Isa. 55 :8-9). The 
temple could not shelter covenant-breakers. As far 
as God was concerned, the temple was a "den of 
robbers." Huey says, "Bandits often took refuge in 
caves in the Judean hills for protection until their 
pursuers gave up searching for them. They would 
then emerge to commit other crimes. The temple 
had become the refuge for the people to perform the 
rituals they believed freed then to continue their 
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wicked practices." But, they were not deceiving 
God. Jehovah says, "Behold, I, even I, have seen it." 
There was no place they could hide from the eyes of 
Jehovah. There was no place of security and refuge 
from whence they could hide from God's wrath and 
judgment (Rom. 2:5-9; Rev. 6:15-17). It is abso
lutely impossible to get away from the all-seeing eye 
of God (Prov.15:3;Jer. 16:17; 32:19; Heb. 4:13). 
God not only sees our actions he also knows our 
thoughts. 

Verse 12 

God tells the Jews- take a history lesson. He says 
go to Shiloh. During the time of Jeremiah, Shiloh 
was a heap of ruins. The fate of Shiloh was a clear 
warning that the temple in Jerusalem was not ex
empt from God's wrath. Shiloh was the first perma
nent location of the tabernacle in Canaan Uosh. 
18: 1). The ark of the covenant was there which sym
bolized God's presence (Exod. 25:42; Num. 7:89; 1 
Sam. 4:4; 2 Sam. 6:2). Nevertheless, God allowed 
the city to be destroyed and the ark taken (1 Sam. 4). 
Huey asks the pointed question, "If God would de
stroy the city where the tabernacle and ark were lo
cated because of Israel's sins, how could Jerusalem 
expect to escape a similar fate?" Shiloh was once the 
place where Jehovah caused his name to dwell. But, 
he destroyed it because of "wickedness." The fact 
that his name dwelled there did not guarantee safety 
and security. The "wickedness" of the people was 
important to God. 

Verses 13-14 

"All these works" refers to the sins and abominations 
of the Jews. If the wickedness of the people in Eli's 
day brought destruction to the sanctuary, what 
would happen to the people of Jeremiah's day who 
were guilty of "all these abominations?" Jehovah 
loved his people. He did not want to destroy them 
with the sword, famine, and pestilence. So, he sent 
his prophets to warn them. God is pictured as One 
"rising up early and speaking" to warn them. This 
phrase is found frequently (11 times) in Jeremiah, 
but not elsewhere in the Old Testament. The MV 
translates it: "again and again." The RSV and NRSV 
translate it: "persistently." The idea of rising early in
dicates the urgency of the warning. It also indicates 
his love for his people Oer. 31:3). God spoke but 
they "heard not." He called and they "answered 
~ot." The nation of Judah was guilty of refusing to 
hsten to Jehovah. Sin had become so long-lived and 
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deep-rooted that they were unwilling to repent. God 
says, "Therefore." 

Anytime you read a "therefore" look and see what 
it is there for. "Therefore" goes back to their abomina
tions and unwillingness to repent. The people had put 
their "trust" not only in "lying words" but also in the 
physical temple Uer. 7:14). Big mistake. So Jehovah 
says he will destroy the temple in Jerusalem just like 
he destroyed Shiloh. 

Verse 15 

Verse 15 is another history lesson. God had de
stroyed Ephraim (another name for north Israel; Isa. 
7:2) in 722 B.C. Now, he was going to destroy 
Judah. Sadly, Judah was more guilty than her sister 
Israel Uer. 3:11). God informs Judah, "I will cast you 
out of my sight." This is a reference to going into 
captivity as Israel had gone into Assyrian captivity. 
The divine Landlord was serving his eviction notice 
to Judah. 

Spiritual Lessons 

(1) Sin always brings punishment (Heb. 2:2-3; 
Num. 32:23). 

(2) We reap what we sow (Gal. 6:7). 
(3) Do not trust in lying words - love and seek 

the truth (Prov. 23:23; John 8:32; Luke 8:15; 2 
Thess. 2:10). 

(4) Do not trust in a physical object- like the 
church building Uohn 4:23-24). 

(5)God loves us Uohn 3:16; Eph. 2:4). God 
warns us because he loves (2 Pet. 3:9). 

(6) We must seek God with all our heart Uer. 
29:13; Mark 12:30). 

(7) If we love God, we will keep his command
ments Uohn 14:15-24; 15:10-14; 1 John 2:3-6; 
5:3). 

(8) We must help the poor, fatherless, and wid
ows (Amos 5 :24; Micah 6:6-8; James 1:27; 1 Tim. 
5:16). 

(9) Do not trust in the observance of external 
rituals- trust in God (Prov. 3:5-6). 

(10) Let us glory in "knowing" Jehovah Uer. 9:23-
24). 

(11) There is a point of no return (He b. 6:4-6; 
10:26; Eph. 4: 19; 1 Tim. 4:2; 1 John 5: 16). Judah 
had reached that point because God told Jeremiah 3 
times not to pray for Judah Uer. 7:16; 11:14; 
14:11). 
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Contemporary and Traditional 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

T he two words, contemporary and traditio11al, 
are usually used to desc ribe two d iffe rent 
approaches to worship. Congregatio ns have 

become divided over t hese two words. Both can be 
used in a good o r bad sense. 

Traditional 

Tradition (Gk. paradises) simply means a practice thnr 
has been handed down. ft is either good o r bad ac
co rding to its source o r its rela tio nship to God 's 
choices. 

A traditio n is good if revealed thro ugh an in
spired write r, thus good if God is the source. Paul 
admo nished C hris tians to keep the traditi o ns he 
taught (["ord inances" KJV, " traditio ns" N KJV]; J 
Cor. 11:2; 2 Thess. 2:1 5, 3 :8). Since God may not 
spell out how tO observe a tradition, having a trad i
tional way of observing it is not wrong. An example 
could be a trad itio nal time to meet to worship , to ar
range the service, and to dismiss the service . Prac
tices o f thi~ nature eve n though based o n traditi o n 
do not vio late God's cho ices. 

Bad traditi o ns are those tha t vio la te God 's au
thority by adding to or taking away fro m his choices. 
Jesus mentio ned these as well as did Paul (M att. 
15:2-6; Mark 7:3-13; Gal. 1:14 ; Col. 2:8). 

Nothing is wrong with a congregatio n having a 
traditional way of doing what God has commanded. 
As long as the practice is from God, it might be ob
served in a number of traditional ways such as stand
ing, sitting, o r kneeling for prayer. 

Contemporary 

Perhaps the word, contemporary, is not found in any 
translati on, but doing something in a co ntempo rary 
way might no t be bad in itself. Early Christians prob
ably assembled by walking, riding an animal, o r 
riding in something drawn by an animal. O ur con
tempo rary way of travel is usua lly a ca r, the travel o f 
our present o r modern age. 

The problem is not in the way a practice chosen 
by God is o beyed but in add ing a contemporary 
practice that is not found in traditio ns established by 
Jesus. Immersing a person backward, forw;:Hd, side-

ways, sta nding, o r sitting i still immer io n and is not 
something different than what is taught in scrip ture, 
whil e sprinkling or po uring water on a person is nor 
a way to immerse someone, thus is an add itio n to 

and contemporary to biblical teaching. 
T he practice of teaching by chalkboard, over

head projector, slide pro jecto r, and power point are 
simpl y various ways o f teaching. These are contem
pora ry ways of ca rrying o ut j esus command ro teach 
(Matt. 28 :20), but a re s impl y teaching and not add
ing a practice nor autho rized by God. 

Application 

Those who meet and call the ir services "contempo
rary worship" a re do ing no thing wrong if they are 
obse rving in a contemporary way practices that are 
taught by Jesus. The practice, bur not the way of ob
se rving the p ractice, must be found in his teaching. 

The Lord 's Supper can be u eel as an example. 
The practi ce of partaking o f the bread and fru it of 
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the vine are as ancient as the teaching of Jesus. Serv
ing only the bread to the people while the priests 
drink the wine was introduced as a contemporary 
practice as also was the substitution of water for the 
fruit of the vine. Such observances that are not con
temporary to the teaching of the apostle are different 
than drinking the fruit of the vine from paper, glass, 
plastic, or other types of containers. 

Singing, praying, teaching, communion, and giv
ing are all traditions of God which were handed 
down by Jesus to men through the Holy Spirit. These 
can be practiced in traditional ways. Instrumental 
music, hand clapping, and arm waving in worship to 
God were introduced as contemporary practices. 
They are not revealed as avenues of worship in the 
New Testament. 

Accepting God's Will 

Conclusion 
If by traditional worship is meant following God's 
traditions in a traditional manner, such terminology 
is correct, but if by it is meant worship by traditions 
introduced by men, such is wrong. If by contempo
rary worship is meant worship in modern ways with 
practices chosen by God, such worship is acceptable, 
but if by contemporary is meant worship practices 
not found in Jesus' teaching, such worship is a viola
tion of God's will. Many services that are called 
"contemporary" include contemporary practices that 
are not contemporary ways of observing ancient 
practices but are the observance of practices not 
found in the teaching of the New Testament. 
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MaHhew 26:39 
By Doug Haught 

I t was hard to say just what it was, but there was a 
change in Jesus. Throughout the Passover there 
had been a tension in the air. All the disciples had 

picked up on it. Something was afoot. Something im
minent and sorrowful pervaded this quiet night. 

By the time that Jesus made it to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, it would have been almost midnight. 
They were all tired at this late hour. It had been a 
hectic week. But Jesus had business in the garden 
that was more important than sleep 

Jesus was experiencing sorrow. He was feeling an 
obvious sense of dread for the ordeal he faced on the 
following day. Now he sits among the olive trees, 
near the olive press. And Jesus stands ready to be 
pressed and to have the drama of that fateful evening 
play out. 

Never had so much sorrow come upon one indi
vidual. We could never comprehend the depth of 
Christ's agony because we cannot perceive the wick
edness of sin as he could. Nor can we appreciate the 
terrors of the divine wrath the way he did. 

Jesus was alone. The disciples slept. Luke 22:44 
ESV, "His sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground." He did not fear that he 
would die. He feared the outpouring of divine wrath 
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from his Holy Father. It is this wrath that we will 
never have to endure because of him. 

Jesus was about to drink the cup of divine judg
ment. Jesus is about to bear the sins of many and the 
fullness of the wrath for those sins would be fully 
upon him. And in some mysterious way, God the Fa
ther would turn his face from Christ the Son, and 
Christ would bear the full brunt of the divine fury 
against sin. 

Jesus the anointed waits in voluntary submission. 
He deliberately, voluntarily, subjugates all of his hu
man feelings to the perfect will of the Father. This 
prayer is a consummate example of how Christ in his 
humanity surrendered his will to the will of the Fa
ther in all things 

There's a lesson for us. All of our infirmities, our 
desires, our appetites, and our very wills - must be 
consciously submitted to the will of God if we expect 
to be able to live our lives to the glory of God. 

The Gethsemane prayer gives us a window into 
his soul and heart as he made that surrender, and it 
reveals what a supreme sacrifice it was for him to die 
on our behalf. 5450 Mulberry St. 

Stephens City, VA 22655 
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The New Unity Movement 
and Biblical Fellowship 

By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

Aroper un~erstanding of biblical fellowship 
renders It unnecessary to examine unity 
movements, new or old. If we accept what the 

Bible says abo ut who the children of light may and 
may not fellowship, the question of unity is settled. 

Fellowship with People in the World 

The blood-washed child of God is concerned about 
earthly things. The saved must provide food, cloth
ing and shelter for self and family. "But if any pro
vide not for his own, and especially for those of his 
own ho use, he hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel" (1 Tim. 5 :8}. We must app ly our
selves to honest work in the markets of the world . 
There is no other way for us to supp ly physical ne
cessities for those we love and for whom we are re
sponsible. This obligation necessarily yokes us with 
people who take no thought for spiritual things. It is 
a kind of fellowship, but not of the highest order. 

The sons and daughters of light are often in com
pany with the children of darkness. " I wrote unto 
you in an epistle not to company with forni cators: 
Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, 
or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idola
ters; for then must ye needs go out of the world" (1 
Cor. 5:9-10). 

Jesus recognized that his followers must be ex
posed to and have association with the ungod ly. T he 
wicked of the earth are in the majority - always 
have been and always wi ll be. To be in the world 
makes it necessary to meet fornicators and greedy, 
hedonistic people. 

The only way to avoid contact with sinners is to 
leave the world, and that does not comport with the 
divine plan. "For I am in a strait betwix t two, having 
a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you" (Phil. 1:23-24). The Father of lights 
wants his children to be lights in the world. Other
wise, the world would have no influence for good. 
The redeemed are the light of the world and the salt 
of the earth (M;lu,5;13-J6). 

Because God expects his sons and daughters to 
be an influence for good in the world, he does not 
want us to leave the world too early. Jesus does not 
wan t his representatives on earth to be too closely 
identi fied with people whose highest aim and on ly 
purpose is secular. The children of the Most High 
must not be commonplace or ord inary. 

We are solemnly warned against having fellow
ship with devils (1 Cor. 10:20). We must not be "un
equally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
and what communion hath light with darkness?" (2 
Cor. 6:14). 

It may be necessary for children of God to make 
contracts and agreements with the children of the 
devil, but we do not need to conform to their wicked 
ways nor endorse their corrupt conduct. We either 
have fe llowship with fornicators, coveters, and idola
ters or we go out of the world , but we do not have to 

take on the stench of their behavior. One cross of 
Christian conduct is to be in the world, but not of 
the world. 

The people of God maintain a cautious fellow
ship with the daughters of men. It is arm's length. 
We do not take the members of the body of Christ 
and join them to a harlot. We do not flirt with sin 
nor hobnob with Satan. Still, it is true that we are in 
the world and must have earthly connections. 

The company the Chri sti an keeps with the forni
cators of this world is guarded. It is not enthusiastic 
and unlimited. We associate with people of the 
world, but we do not accept their social values, nor 
adopt their principles. We are nice to them, but we 
are not in the same fami ly, except in the broadest and 
most limited sense of family. We descend from Adam 
and Noah, but the branches of that family tree are 
far removed from each other. T he universal brother
hood of man and general fatherhood of God is 
marred by sin and rebellion and becomes feeble and 
worthless. 

God makes his "sun to sh ine upon the good and 
the evil and sends rain \J.\)Ol1 d1e. ~ust aud the uu\ust" 
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(Matt. 5 :45). His earthly children are civilized and 
kind in their treatment of the devil's disciples, but 
they do not endorse their ungodly behavior. 

Brotherhood Is Religion 

What makes us brothers in any worthwhile sense? 
God is the father of every human spirit (Heb. 

12:9). Since God is the giver (father) of the human 
spirit, when the spirit separates from the body, it re
turns to the God who gave (fathered) it (Eccl. 12:7). 

The human spirit at the time of origin must be 
perfect. God is the giver of the human spirit. God can
not, in the very nature of God, do anything that is 
imperfect. Therefore at the time the spirit is given it 
must be perfect. In that state of perfection and purity, 
the spirit is in league with all other sinless spirits. 

This condition does not endure. Sin is unavoid
able. The sinless child becomes the sinful adult. "For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" 
(Rom. 3:23). Sin separates from God and from one 
another. "There is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of 
the way, they are together become unprofitable; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. 
3:11-12). 

In all the wide world there are only two classes 
of people - children of God and children of the 
devil. You cannot serve both God and mammon 
(Matt. 6:24). If you are not a child of God, you are a 
child of the devil Oohn 8:41-45). There is no other 
alternative. 

Children are born in sinless perfection and are 
therefore children of God. As they grow to maturity, 
they sin and lose their relationship with God and be
come children of the devil. 

The children of the devil have fellowship with 
each other, but they have no fellowship with chil
dren of God. A cleavage develops. You are either a 
child of God, or you are a child of the devil. 

If your fellowship is with God, you have joint 
participation with all other children of God. If your 
fellowship is with the devil, you have affinity with all 
other children of the devil. That is it! It is just that 
simple! 

You are either a child of God or you are a child 
of Satan. There is no in-between. No middle ground. 

We may need to tolerate one another. We may 
have to associate with each other. We may live in the 
same world, but we do not have the same father. Af
finity is not brotherhood. Proximity is not joint par
ticipation. 
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The inhabitants of earth are in the same world, 
but may not have the same father. We have the same 
physical needs, but not the same eternal purpose. We 
associate with the children of the devil, but are not in 
brotherhood with them. 

What Makes Us Brothers? 

Jesus shocked and amazed a Jewish ruler, who had 
come to him under cover of darkness, by saying to 
him, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
Oohn 3:3). Jesus' night visitor was stunned. He un
derstood "kingdom of God" to mean "sa:Ivation and 
heavenly blessings," but he did not understand what 
it means to be born again. He expressed his baffle
ment by asking, "How can a man be born when he is 
old?" 

The mystified ruler was thinking of physical 
birth. He, of course, was right in observing that a 
grown person cannot "enter the second time into his 
mother's womb, and be born?" Oohn 3:4). That idea 
is an obvious absurdity. Still, Jesus said you must be 
born again to have the joys and security of God's 
kingdom. He must have meant something other than 
physical birth. 

Jesus explained, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God" Oohn 3:5). 
That is a nutshell answer. It gets right to the heart of 
the matter. The Lord explains that he is not talking 
about the birth of the flesh, but the birth of the spirit. 

"Marvel not that t said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
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whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit" Uohn 3:7-8). 

We are not to marvel at this marvelous state
ment. There is a difference in the birth of the spirit 
and the birth of the body. They are not the same. 
That is true of original birth and of rebirth. 

In original birth the spirit is first and then the 
body. The \spirit, which is life, is given at the moment 
of conception. Jehovah is the giver of all human spir
its and therefore is the father of all human spirits. 
Our human spirit has a heavenly father and our hu
man bodies have human fathers. 

Please note: "Furthermore we have had fathers 
of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection 
unto the Father of spirits, and live?" (Heb. 12:9). 

The inspired writer mentions two fathers. One of 
flesh and the other of spirit. He argues that "fathers 
of our flesh" corrected us - sometimes punished us 
- and we gave them respect. Notice that the verse 
uses the plural when speaking of fleshly fathers, and 
the singular when talking about the father of spirits. 
There is one father of all human spirits and there are 
many fathers of human flesh. 

When life begins the spirit is given for "spirit" 
equates to "life." Jehovah fathers the spirit of hu
mans at the moment of conception. It is a life that 
never dies. It will spend eternity somewhere. At the 
end of gestation - about 9 months later - the 
physical birth occurs. There are two births. One 
birth of the spirit and the other birth is of the flesh. 
Jehovah is the father of all human spirits. Human be
ings father the flesh. 

This is the point the Jewish ruler did not under
stand. Jesus explained to him that he was talking 
about the birth of the spirit and not the birth of the 
flesh. There is no mystery about the birth process. It 
is understandable, though we may not be able to 
fully explain it. Jesus told his visitor not to wonder 
about the birth of the spirit or the birth of the flesh. 
The spirit is invisible, but not unknowable. 

It is like seed. Seed has life in it. God put the life 
there. Man can neither reproduce it nor explain it, 
but he can understand it. The seed is planted and it 
dies - really dies. The life that is in the seed then 
causes a glorified state. A plant is born and multiplies 
the seed many times. Each new seed has life in it, and 
the process continues. This is God's plan for feeding 
his creatures. It is marvelous. It is beyond the ability 
of man. Still, we can understand and know that the 
life in the seed will reproduce after its kind. The 

trans1t10n from seed to plant is invisible, but we 
know the process. 

Regarding the birth of the spirit, Jesus says you 
can know it happens, but you cannot see it happen. 
It is something God does in the unseen recesses of a 
mother's womb when he imparts the spirit at the 
moment of conception. 

The person grows to maturity and begins to un
derstand the difference between right and wrong. 
This is often called "the age of accountability," by 
which is meant that times in an individual's life when 
a given thing can be considered and the person know 
that it is either right or wrong. The duty is to do the 
right and avoid the wrong. If right is ignored or 
wrong is done, the person is held accountable for the 
action or the omission. All who reach this level of 
maturity, do wrong and leave right undone. This is 
called sin and it separates the spirit from it's God 
(lsa. 59: 1-2). Separation is death- not non-exist
ence, but death. 

The sinful soul is a dead soul. Paul speaks of 
those who were "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 
2:1, 5; Col. 2:13). He also mentions some who were 
"dead while they lived" (1 Tim. 5 :6). The dead exist. 
When the human spirit separates from the human 
body, death ensues. The body returns to the ground 
from whence it came, and the spirit continues to live 
- it returns to the God who gave (fathered) it (Eccl. 
12:7). 

When a child of God sins, he is dead - dead in 
sin, that is, dead because of sin. The sin separates 
him from his heavenly father and death is separation. 
In this condition the soul is lost. The baby grows to 
maturity and because of transgression he becomes 
dead in trespasses and sins. Dead to God. Dead to 
spiritual pleasures. Dead to hope. Dead in the worst 
possible sense of the word. Living but dead. 

The person who is dead in sin faces eternal 
wreck. The only solution for the living dead is re
birth. A new birth. A birth from above. The first 
birth was from above. The second birth must also be 
from above. Therefore, Jesus said, "Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ... ex
cept a man be born of water and of the spirit, he can
not enter into the kingdom of God." 

Water and spirit? Spirit, in this statement of Jesus 
refers, not to the Holy Spirit, but the human spirit. It 
is the human spirit that is dead in its sins and needs a 
resurrection- a birth from above. Jesus explained 
that, when he mentioned the absolute necessity of 
birth "of water and the spirit," he had in mind the 
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birth of the inner man and not the birth of the flesh. 
Your dead spirit must be born again. The new birth 
of the human spirit is "of water." 

The water of the new birth is the water of bap
tism. John, the son of Zacharias, preached in the wil
derness of Judea and there "went out to him Jerusa
lem, and all Judea, and all the region round about 
jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confess
ing their sins" (Matt. 3:5-6). Those who sat on the 
highest counsel of the jews knew about john and his 
baptism (Matt. 21:23-27). jesus was baptized by 
john in the river Jordan (Matt. 3: 13-17). All of this 
happened before the teaching about the need for the 
human spirit to be born of water. Following the con
versation recorded in John 3:1-5, jesus "made and 
baptized more disciples than john" Oohn 4: 1). 

Baptism in water was prominent at the time jesus 
spoke of the need of rebirth to enter the kingdom of 
God. When jesus mentioned that the human spirit 
must be born of water, the first thing that would 
spring to mind is baptism in water. Remember that 
the soul is dead because of sin and is made alive -
reborn - when the sin is removed. The new birth 
therefore takes place when the trespasses of one 
dead in sin are taken away. 

Water baptism is for the "remission of sins" (Acts 
2:38). Water baptism washes sins away (Acts 22:16). 
Water baptism saves (1 Pet. 3:20-21). Water baptism 
destroys "the body of sin" (Rom. 6:6). It is impos
sible to give a fair reading to the New Testament and 
not know that the water of baptism is the water of 
the new birth. In the water of baptism our human 
spirit is born again. 

The soul that sins dies. The enormous need of 
that dead soul is the resurrection of a new life - or 
to be born again ... born from heaven. In the act of 
water baptism, the dead-living soul dies anew- it 
dies this time to sin and is made alive to God. It dies 
to sin and is resurrected to life, or born again. Paul 
wrote: 

20 

What shall we say then? Shall we con
tinue in sin, that grace may abound? 

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead 
to sin, live any longer therein? 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his 
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death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection: Knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin. For he that is dead is 
freed from sin. Now if we be dead with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him: Knowing that Christ being raised 
from the dead dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over him. For in that he 
died, he died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God. 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:1-
11). 

Paul also said, "Buried with him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath raised him from 
the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened to
gether with him, having forgiven you all trespasses" 
(Col. 2: 12-13). 

In the act of water baptism, the sinful (dead) soul 
is buried, then raised from the dead. In this act, God 
quickens (makes alive) those who were dead in their 
sins by forgiving all trespasses. 

Water baptism must be preceded by faith and re
pentance. In giving his great commission, jesus said 
"he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" 
(Mark 16: 16). Belief comes before baptism. Peter, to 
whom the Holy Spirit gave utterance, commanded 
"Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins" 
(Acts 2:38). Repentance comes before water bap
tism. 

The penitent believer is to be baptized in water 
to be born from above and enter the kingdom of 
God. Baptism by itself- without belief and repen
tance - is of no value. When water baptism is pre
ceded by belief and repentance, then it is the new 
birth. The human spirit is born of water. For empha
sis I repeat "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" 
Oohn 3:5). This is a command of the Lord jesus. He 
emphasizes that the spirit must be born of water or it 
cannot enter the kingdom. 

Mature people who are not born again are yet 
"dead in trespasses and sins." They are not in the 
household of God. They are not in the kingdom of 
God. They are in the kingdom of darkness. 



It may sound harsh, but the gentle and meek 
Jesus said to some who thought they were children 
of God, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of 
it. And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me 
not" (John 8:44-45). 

Jesus was talking to people who thought they 
were children of God (John 8:41). They were de
scendants of Abraham (John 8:37, 39). Jesus, how
ever, called them "children of the devil" because they 
would not "hear God's words" (John 8:47). In re
jecting the words of Jesus they rejected the words of 
God because he spoke only the words that were 
given to him by the heavenly father (John 8:42-43, 
45). 

Some children of the devil think they are chil
dren of God. The difference is in the rebirth. If a ma
ture person has not experienced regeneration, he is a 
child of the devil even though he thinks he is a child 
of God. 
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New Birth And Fellowship 
Another name for fellowship is brotherhood. We are 
in true religious fellowship only with those who are 
in the household of God. There are only two classes: 
children of the devil and children of God. If a person 
is not a child of God, he is a child of the devil. Chil
dren of God cannot, in the very nature of the case, 
be in fellowship with the devil's kids. We treat them 
nice, but we can have no joint participation with 
them. 

Someone may ask: Why do we care? What differ
ence does it make if a person thinks he was born 
again at the point of faith and without baptism? Why 
be so picky? 

It is not for our sake that we ask about a person's 
baptism, but for his sake. It is not because we want to 
be proven right and others wrong, but because we 
sincerely seek the salvation of everyone. It is from 
love for lost souls and not from hateful arrogance 
that we urge every man and woman to examine and 
reexamine their relationship with God. It is impor
tant to know if your spirit was born again in the wa
ter of baptism because Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." It 
would be heartless and wrong of us not to ask if you 
are sure, absolutely sure, that you are born again. 

Another may ask: Is God all that particular and 
precise about the placement of baptism? Whether it 
is before or after faith? Does he really care about 
such fastidious timing? Isn't that being petty? 

The questions we should be asking are: Do you 
want to take a chance with your undying soul? Why 
not simply do what God tells you to do? Isn't it just as 
easy to follow the biblical order as it is to ignore it? 

God has always been careful with his word. 
Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land 
because he struck the rock when God told him to 
speak to it (Num. 20:8-12). A man who picked up 
sticks on a Sabbath day was stoned to death (Num. 
15 :32-36). Korah, Dathan and Abiram, together 
with their families and 250 men, died because of 
jealous rebellion. The sons of Aaron died in flami?g 
fire because they used strange fire and not holy fue 
to offer incense to Jehovah (Num. 3:4; Lev. 10:1-2). 

For if we sin willfully after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries. He that despised Moses' law 
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died without mercy under two or three wit
nesses: Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace? For we know him that 
hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, 
The Lord shall judge his people. It is a fear
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God (Heb. 10:26-31). 

Therefore we ought to give the more ear
nest heed to the things which we have heard, 
lest at any time we should let them slip. For 
if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, 
and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just recompence of reward; How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva
tion; which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him" (Heb. 2:1-3). 

In the New Testament, Ananias, with Sapphira 
his wife, died suddenly because they lied to God 
(Acts 5:1-11). The Holy Spirit through Paul struck 
Elymas blind for resisting the right way of the Lord 
(Acts 13:8-11). We must live by every word that pro
ceeds from the mouth of the Lord (Matt. 4:4). 

Fraternization with the unwashed is wrong. If a 
person is not twice born, he is not a child of God and 
therefore not in fellowship with those who are born 
again. Failure to honor Bible teaching how and when 
one is born again is to open the floodgates to apostasy. 
It invites fellowship with those who deny that Jesus is 
the Christ of Jehovah and the world's only Savior. 

The World Council of Churches holds there is 
salvation in Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Tribal Reli
gions, Ancestor Worship and ever other religious en
terprise. There is no limit whom they will fellowship. 
When the teaching of the Bible is set aside in one 
particular, it opens the real possibility that all of its 
teaching will eventually be set aside. "For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all" Uames 2: 10). 

22 

Be it known unto you all, and to all the 
people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by 
him doth this man stand here before you 
whole. This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is there 
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salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:10-12). 

The Disciples of Christ, who started as an at
tempt to restore New Testament Christianity, are 
full-fledged members of the World Council of 
Churches and therefore in fellowship even with pa
gan religions. If the rules of the New Testament are 
not strictly followed, there is no stopping place. 

Apostate Children of God 
We fellowship all those, and only those, who are 
born again. If a born-from-above person rebels 
against God and disgraces the Holy Bible by going 
beyond its teaching, or transgressing its commands, 
he is without God and disinherited (2 John 1 :9). 
God's faithful children cannot fellowship such a one. 
We are commanded to mark and avoid those who do 
not follow the doctrine learned from the New Testa
ment (Rom. 16:17). A factious brother or sister, who 
causes division, is to be rejected, after a first and sec
ond admonition (Titus 3: 10). 

If we say that we have fellowship with him 
[God], and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin (1 John 1:6-7). 

This settles the question of who to fellowship. 
Programs calculated to circumvent the teaching of 
the Bible about who is a child of God and who is a 
child of the devil must not succeed. To break down 
the doctrine of Christ in one area, however unimpor
tant it may seem to be, is to show a lack of respect 
for the authority of the scriptures that will eventually 
cause transgression of other divine injunctions. We 
dare not go against the strictures of Holy Writ. 
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The Academic Caste System 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

Ernest M. Hopkins was the president of 
Dartmouth College (1916-). He led that 
school to greatness, but he refused to follow 

the leadership of the great Universities such as Yale 
and Harvard. 

Charles Sykes, in his book, The Hollow Men, 
notes that "Hopkins was acutely sensitive to what he 
called the academic 'caste system."' "He was deeply 
troubled not only by the growing contempt for teach
ing, but the new values that were being imposed on 
the faculty by the graduate schools." Hopkins be
lieved that a Ph. D. often 'tends to unfit a man for 
teaching,' and he made it a practice to hire faculty 
members who had not yet finished graduate school 
"before (they have) become permeated by its ideals 
and subject to influences antagonistic to the college 
purpose." "Hopkins believed that liberal arts colleges 
were committing suicide by accepting the Ph.D. as the 
only measure of scholarly fitness." He marveled at 
what he described as the "fetishism towards the Ph.D. 
which had now become the open-sesame to a position 
as a college teacher" {pp. 89-90). 

Viewing the situation in some of our Christian 
universities, I can appreciate the thinking of Dr. 
Hopkins. 

• The highest caste is reserved for those who 
hold their doctorate from the great secular universi
ties and their seminaries where liberal theology pre
vails. 

• Beneath them are those men who have their 
doctorates from lesser schools. 

• Then come those with post-graduate degrees 
from notable schools. 

• Next are those who only graduated from our 
Christian schools. 

• Last in the descending order are those who are 
not college graduates. In this category they lump all 
whose education was gained in a school of preaching 
or who are self-educated. Though not treated as 
Harijans, nothing they say or write would be judged 
worthy of their consideration. Only their contribu
tions and their children are acceptable. 

In societies where the caste system prevails, there 
is seen an obvious sense of superiority in those at the 

top. Some of the highest caste can tolerate the under
lings, others of the upper caste pity them as helpless 
children. Still others despise and resent them. It is a 
rare Brahman who can accept the lowest caste as his 
equals. 

Writing about the specialization on modern edu
cation, Ortega y Gassettt wrote about the "peculiar 
brutality and aggressive stupidity with which a man 
comports himself when he knows a great deal about 
one thing and is totally ignorant of the rest" (Ibid.). 

If one were able to measure the contributions of 
all the men who have served the churches of Christ 
in the last 200 years, who do you think preached the 
gospel, won the lost, planted the churches, built 
them up, served as our missionaries? What percent
age of them were of the Brahmin caste? On the other 
hand if we should determined the source of many of 
our past and current problems, the Brahmans would 
stand tall among them. 

Let no man misunderstand me. There is a place 
in the kingdom of Christ for the highly educated 
man. But to be of real value to the Cause, he must 
maintain the humble spirit of a servant of Christ 
(Matt. 16:24). He must love the church for which 
Christ died (Acts 20:28) and the brotherhood of her 
members (1 Pet. 2: 17). He will affect no airs, but 
confess himself an unworthy sinner, saved only by 
the grace of God (1 Tim. 1:15). Whatever the task 
that needs to be done for the Savior, he will be glad 
to attempt it. Like the Lord, he will be comfortable 
among the common folk and acknowledge that they 
are all one in Christ (Gal. 3:28). 12630 
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Will Jesus Find You and Me Still Watching? 
By E. Claude Gardner 

T he late G.C. Brewer lamented some preach 
ing and extolled good singing by declaring 
that "we sing better than we preach. " A 

song that "connects" was written by the prolific 
songwriter, Fanny Crosby, entitled. "Will Jesus Find 
Us Watching?" It helps us focus on the second com-
. . 
mg as we smg. 

Surveys are numerous and the results are often 
striking, if they are accurate. Presumably the AARP 
survey has significance about " last things." The be
liefs in the U.S. are as follows: 94% believe in God, 
86% believe in heaven, 70% believe in hell; and 77% 
contend they are not frightened by what happens af
ter dying (AARP, Sept.-Oct. 2007) . However, the lat
ter category may not be prepared for the judgment 
"surprise" like those described in Matthew 7:23: 
''And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 
depart from Me. you who practice lawlessness!' 
Also, some who have been dece ived may, at the 
Lord's coming, cry out when "wrath is come." 

24 

And t he kings of the ea rth, the great men, 
the rich men, the commanders, the mighty 
men, every slave and every free man, hid 
themselves in the caves and in the rocks of 
the mo un tai ns, and said to the mo unta ins 
and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the 
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face of Him who sits o n the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great 
day of His wrath has come, and who is able 
to stand ?" (Rev. 6:15-17). 

The second adve nt is factual, bu t what does it 
mean to an individual? H e will come to o ur fa mily 
and to multiplied billions, but what does he mean to 
you? 

Three Startling Truths 

Each person should watch for his return. To be fair 
with us. Jesus war ns us to watch. "Watch therefore, 
for you do not know what hour your Lord is com
ing" (Matt. 24:42). Paul taught that "we look for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3 :20) . O ne naive 
li teralist had the routine that as soon as he got up, he 
would pull the curtain open to see if Jesus was com
ing. The way to "watch" is by preparing one's heart 
and living a righteous life. 

None have seen Jesus but then we have the grand 
privilege of seeing him face to face. H e promised to 
"come again" to us. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also" Uohn 14:3). This 
promise was repeated at h is ascension (Acts 1:9-11). 

Jesus will come unexpectedly on any day or 
hour. "But of that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, but M y Father only" 
(Matt. 24:36). This should thwart the "date setters" , 
but these have persisted through the centuries in this 
Christian era . Sermons, tracts, and songs have 
claimed falsely tha t "Jesus Is Coming Soon." A 
Christian cannot sing nor teach this false doctrine. 

In this life of sufferi ng and patience, one is 
taught to "wait" for the second coming. " ... and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised fro m 
the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath 
to come" (1 Thess. 1 : 10). It is good practice to in
clude in one's prayers to implore "even so come 

' ' Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22:20). 
Each person will see j esus some day. When he 

comes in person every eye shall see him, as John re
veals. "Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every 
eye w.ill see Him, even they who pierced Him. And 



all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. 
Even so, Amen" (Rev. 1:7). This includes faithful and 
unfaithful, the five talented and one talented, the old 
and young, back-seaters, and the strong. All indi
viduals and nations will gather when he comes. 
"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all 
the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the 
throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered 
before Him, and He will separate them one from an
other, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the 
goats" (Matt. 25:31-32). (Since all nations will at
tend, it follows that it has been right to preach the 
gospel to all nations.) 

Each person will be raised when he comes and 
this without exception. This will be the general res
urrection and not two different resurrections, as er
roneously taught by premilennialists. 1 esus preached 
that "each" and "everyone' will be raised. "Do not 
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marvel at this for the hour is coming in which all 
who are in the graves will hear His voice and come 
forth - those who have done good, to the resurrec
tion of life. and those who have done evil, to the res
urrection of condemnation" Oohn 5 :28-29). Paul re
peated this teaching. " ... in a moment, in the twin
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed" (1 Cor. 15,52). He also 
gave these words of comfort to the persecuted 
Thessalonian brethren: 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him 
those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who 
are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord will by no means precede those who 
are asleep. For the Lord Himself will de
scend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet 
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus 
we shall always be with the Lord (1 Thess. 
4:14-17). 

Each person will give account when he comes. Paul 
solemnly states that each one will give an account of 
one's life and works. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has 
done, whether good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). This 
teaches personal responsibility and one cannot enter 
heaven on the faith of parents, children, or spouse. 

Accountability will apply to persons who were 
buried at sea and those whose bodies were burned in 
conflagration of fire. These will be raised as well as 
those who died normally. How God will accomplish 
this feat, human wisdom cannot know. We must re
member that "secret things" belong to God. "The se
cret things belong to the LORD our God" (Deut. 
29:29a). 

Never a Greater Day 

If one believes in the first coming of 1 esus, then one 
must believe in the second coming. He came to die 
for mankind, and he will come a second time to 
bring eternal salvation. "[So] Christ was offered onc_e 
to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly watt 
for Him He will appear a second time, apart from 
sin for salvation" (Heb. 9:28). 

'It is impossible to fathom, but to surely believe 
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the events and the nations that will be present. Think 
of the multiplied billions of responsible people who 
will be there. As the piercing song mentions: 
"There's a Great Day Coming ... On this day, it will be 
a "bright" day for some but a "sad " day for others. 
Each person must ask, "Which wi ll it be for me?" 
Paul describes the joy as well as the bad plight of all 
peop le when he wrote: 

And to you who are troubled rest with us 
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on those who do nor 
know God. and on those who do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord J esus Christ. These 
shall be pu nished w ith everlasting destruc
tion from the presence of the Lord and 
from the glory of His power, when He 
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His 
saints and to be admi red among all those 
who believe. because our testimony among 
you was believed (2 Thess. 1:7-10). 

It is laudable that we have heard of a strong 
Christian say on the deathbed, " I am ready to go," 
and then quietly slip into eternity Wait without fear 
as to all that may happen but have a calm faith that 
God will do what is best for us. 

Help! I Need 
a Bulletin Board 
Pat Autrey and Mary Hollingsworth 
How-to book on making effective bulletin 
boards including 100 finished bulletin 
board ideas. 108 pgs . 
................... .. .. .. .............................. $9.99 

101 Bright Bulletin 
Board Ideas 
Glenda Lee 
Based on Bible verses with simple 
illustrations to encourage all who see 
them. Decorating bulletin boards will be 
a breeze. Good for classrooms, halls, 
entry ways. 109 pgs . ..................... $9.99 

Science 
Bulletin Boards 
With A Bible Background 
John Hudson Tiner 

Excellent resource for bulletin board 
ideas that relate scientific fact to biblical 
fact. 58 bulletin board ideas. 139 pgs. 
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All of the words of Fanny Crosby's song are true 
to the Bible and challenging to every pe rson to be 
"ready for the soul's bright home.' 

Will Jesus Find Us Watching? 

Verse One 
W hen Jesus comes to reward His servants. 
Whether it be noon or night, 
Faithful to Him will He find us watching, 
With our lamps all tr im med and bright? 
Chorus 
0 can we say we are ready, brother? 
Ready for the souls bright home? 
Say, wi ll He find you and me still watching, 
Waiting, waiting when the Lord sha ll come? 
Verse Two 
If, at the dawn of the early morning. 
He shall call us o ne by one, 
When to the Lord we restore our talents, 
Will H e answer thee- Well done? 
Verse Three 
Blessed are those whom the Lo rd finds watching, 
In H is glory they shall share; 
If H e shall come at the dawn or mid night, 
Wil l He find us watching there? 

(Lyrics by Fanny]. Crosby; 
Music by W. H. Doane). 
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Rachel's Anguish 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

A o.ice is hear? in Ramah, lamenta
tion, and bttter weeping, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she 

refuseth to be comforted for her children 
' because they are not Ger. 31: 15). 

Rachel was the first love, and favorite wife of 
Jacob. She was the daughter of his mother's brother. 
Upon seeing her for the first time, Jacob kissed her 
and wept. 

Rachel's first son was Joseph, whose name 
means, "the Lord shall add to me another son." After 
twenty years of service to his father-in-law, Jacob re
turned to Canaan. As he was passing through the 
little town of Bethlehem on his way to Ephrath, his 
beloved Rachel entered the labor that brought forth 
her only other son. 

"Rachel travailed ... she had hard labor ... she 
died." With her latest breath, she called the baby she 
would never nurse "Benoni," which is "son of my sor
row." 

The heart-broken husband buried his young wife 
in a tomb near Bethlehem. He made a memorial 
called, "the pillar of Rachel's grave." This monument 
to Rachel became a prominent landmark (1 Sam. 
10:2). 

The Tears of Rachel 

Many years later, when Rachel's physical remains 
were dust, her distant sons and daughters were mar
shaled for expulsion from the land of Benoni's birth. 

Zedekiah, king of Judah, rebelled against 
Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king who ruled the 
world. Mter two years of siege, Jerusalem fell. 

They brought Zedekiah to Riblah where 
Nebuchadnezzar was waiting for him. The Baby
lonian mogul, eleven years before this time, made 
Zedekiah ruler of Judah. His name was Mattaniah, but 
Nebuchadnezzar called him, Zedekiah, which means 
"the righteous Lord judges." Zedekiah bowed down 
again before the monarch of Mesopotamia. 

"They killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, 
put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him with bronze 
fetters, and took him to Babylon" (2 Kings 25 :7). 

Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a servant 

of Nebuchadnezzar, "burned the house of the Lord 
and the king's house; all the houses of Jerusalem, 
that is, all the houses of the great men, he burned 
with fire. And ... broke down the walls of Jerusalem 
all around, and ... carried away captive the rest of 
the people who remained in the city" (2 Kings 25:9-
11). 

They assembled the Jews with their blind king 
near the city of Bethlehem, and marched them away 
to Babylon with clattering chains, shuffling feet, and 
tear filled eyes. 

This took place within sight of the pillar marking 
the grave of the long dead Rachel. 

Listening, the prophet Jeremiah could hear sobs 
from the sealed tomb of the great love of Jacob's life. 
Rachel was bitterly weeping in her grave. She found 
no surcease from sorrow, because her children were 
no more. 

The land of promise was vacant. The people 
were prisoners of a terrible taskmaster. The nation 
grieved. 

The people, lined up for their march into bond
age gave vent to low moans and long sighs. They 
heard a voice in Ramah . . . Rachel weeping galling 
tears over children either dead or disgraced. 

Rachel Weeps Again 

Years later, at the time of the birth of Jesus, another 
cruel event provoked the tears of Rachel. Herod the 
Great, a contemptible tyrant, ordered the death of 
the children of Bethlehem in the mad hope of killing 
the baby Jesus. The mothers of Bethlehem threw 
themselves down in utter despair, and ineffable sor
row. 

Matthew says the cold steel of Herod "fulfilled 
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: A 
voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, 
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her chil
dren, refusing to be comforted, because they were no 
more" (Matt. 2:17-18). 

Judah's march of doom did not complete the old 
prophecy of Jeremiah, but the slaughter of the little 
ones of Bethlehem fulfilled it. In both the banish
ment to Babylon and the gory death of the children 
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of the districts of Bethlehem, we see how appalling 
it is to disrespect God, and disregard his word. 

Sin is hateful. It always drags after it a long chain 
of grief, despair, ruin, depression, regret, remorse, 
and hopelessness. Forlorn are the wicked. 

Herod, a crown upon his head, and sitting on a 
throne was afraid of a baby, showing the futility of a 
godless life. 

The massacre of the innocent by the rotting 
hands of a heartless despot paints a picture of total 
depravity, and makes a dead mother weep. Of all the 
melancholy portrayals the Bible gives of an ungodly 
life, none is touched with more hideous colors than 
this. 

Still More Tears 

The loud piercing scream, and the inconsolable wail 
of a mother bereft of her young is a picture of the 
church in sorrow. The loss of her sons and daughters 
through the death of sin is heart-rending. 

Faithful sons of God take no pleasure in seeing 
their brothers and sisters make compromise with 
wrong. 

It tears the heart out of the true disciples of 
Christ to see and hear professing disciples of the 
Master disown the sacred word of God. 

There is no joy is looking after the disappearing 
form of a renegade brother. 

Over a hundred years ago the church saw her doc
trines rent asunder by outright denial of the powerful 
gospel of salvation. Liberals took over and drove out 
those who would not- could not- allow the scrip
tures of truth to be wrested from their hands. 

A century later, proud men spreading themselves 
as moderns far too wise to hold the old conviction 
that the Bible is the very word of very God, unfailing 
and inerrant, proclaim emancipation from past atti
tudes, and previous sentiments. 

Behold, they have found a "new" way of reading 
and understanding the Bible. It downgrades the im
mediate past, and rises above the rural mentality of 
simple study, and homely obedience to the clear re
quirements of Holy Writ. Reading the Bible and sub
mitting to its laws is unsophisticated, and unschol
arly. That ancient, naive approach to God and his 
word may have been all right for those who read by 
the light of a hand-painted coal oil lamp, but for the 
up-to-date, well-informed drinker of polluted water 
it is woefully inadequate. 

The condescending attitude of today's self-pro
claimed scholars makes Rachel weep again. 
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The crux of the whole matter is whether we are 
to accept the Bible as an objective standard of abso
lute and attainable truth, or regard it as merely a rec
ommendation and suggestion. 

To attempt the liberation of earthly beings from 
the restrictions of God-given law is an insult to the 
law's Giver. 

You do not have to be a scholar to read the Bible 
and understand from it that God expects his people 
to obey his word. 

Some deny that, in Christ, we are under any law 
of any kind. They assert that the amazing grace of 
God exempts us from the law's demands, and auto
matically remits our sins. 

If that is true, salvation is universal, and we 
ought to go fishing for ... well, . . . fish. 

The apostle Paul, who did not receive his gospel 
from men, neither was he taught it, but it came to 
him by revelation of God, says that "the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ" makes us free from the law of 
sin and death (Rom. 8:1-3). 

The law of life liberates us from the law of death. 
One law freeing from another law. 

Failure to obey law leaves us wretched and con
demned. Jesus learned obedience by the things which 
he suffered, and is the author of eternal salvation to 
"all who obey him" (Heb. 5:8-9). 

Jesus will one day come in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that "obey not the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 1:7-8). 

Obedience to the truth purifies the soul (1 Pet. 
1 :22). We must look at God's word as a rule for our 
lives, and determine to hold to that law tenaciously, 
and obey it absolutely. 

"Nor every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 
7:21). 

"He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my say
ings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 
spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" U ohn 
12:48). 

Men who claim a covenant relationship with 
God lift up their voices to discredit the contract, 
deny its stipulations, forfeit its promised rewards. 

"A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; And she 
would not be comforted, because they are not." 

P.O. Box 690192 
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Potpourri ... 

Each month potpourri attempts to bring to your 
notice information about the ethics of our 
generation. 0 temporal 0 Mores! 

We try to make the report informative and enter
taining. 

Treachery 
• The Archbishop of Canterbury is accused of 

"deep betrayal" over the issue of gay bishops. 
Writing in the Times on London, the Archbishop 

of Uganda criticized Dr. Rowan Williams for inviting 
American Church leaders to the current Lambeth 
Conference. 

Henry Orombi said there was an "unrelenting 
commitment" of the U.S. Church "to bless sinful be
havior." 

The ordination of the openly gay bishop, Gene 
Robinson, in the U.S. in 2003 divided the Anglican 
Church. 

Archbishop Orombi wrote: "In every case, ho
mosexual practice is considered sinful, something 
that breaks our relationship with God and harms our 
well-being. 

Another Time 
• McDonald's has done it again. First, the com

pany paid $20,000 to become a member of the Na
tional Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce and 
to have a seat on the board of directors. Next, 
McDonald's refused a request to remain neutral in 
the culture war by choosing to promote the gay 
agenda. Then McDonald's accused those opposing 
the gay agenda, including same-sex marriage, of be
ing motivated by hate. 

Now we learn that McDonald's sponsors train
ing for homosexuals on how to promote their 
agenda among corporations from the inside. Out & 
Equal n•workplace Advocates is a national organiza
tion devoted to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) community in the workplace. 
One of its primary purposes is to train employees 
how to aggressively promote homosexuality within 
the company they work for, all the way to the corpo
rate boardroom. 

Part of last year's Out & Equal Summit in Wash-

ington, DC, (sponsored by McDonald's) was an or
ganized march into congressional offices demanding 
same-sex marriage laws be passed. 

At the bottom of McDonald's half-page ad in the 
Out & Equal Summit booklet is this statement: 
"From neighborhood to neighborhood, coast to 
coast and around the world, McDonald's is proud to 
celebrate diversity" (homosexuality}. 

foundations Support Abortion 
• Washington, DC (LifeNews.co_m/CFAM) 

The Center for Reproductive Rights (CRR), a promi
nent U.S.-based public interest group litigating and 
lobbying for pro-abortion policies worldwide, has 
released its annual report for 2007. The reported 
CRR budget confirms that large U.S. foundations 
continue their heavy financial support for radical so
cial policies not only in the U.S., but all over the 
world. . 

The report shows that close to fifty percent of 
CRR's $14 million budget is financed by more than 
forty American foundations. The Hewlett and 
Packard foundations lead the way. Other prominent 
donors include Ford and MacArthur foundations as 
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well as George Soros' Open Society Institute. CRR is 
also supported financially by the UN Population 
Fund, which claims to take a neutral position on 
abortion. 

The report highlights CRR campaigns in six for-
eign countries and the U.S., campaigns which have 
focused predominantly on promoting the pro-abor
tion interpretation of the Convention on the Elimi
nation of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW), fighting against sexual abstinence 
education programs, legalizing abortion, and pro
moting contraception. 

The report also lists CRR's involvement in legal 
challenges to overturn pro-life laws in seventeen for
eign countries. 

fen Commandments 
• A federal judge has rejected a demand from the 

American Civil Liberties Union that she censor a 
document posted in an Ohio courtroom titled "Phi
losophies of Law in Conflict" because the Ten Com
mandments are included." 

It is truly unfortunate that the ACLU apparently 
has nothing better to do than to file baseless charges 
against a dedicated public servant like Judge Uames] 
De Weese," said Francis J. Manion, a senior counsel 
for the American Center for Law and Justice." 

A first-year law student - looking at the facts 
and law of this case - could have told the ACLU 
that there never was a legal basis for this ridiculous 
contempt charge," Manion said. "We're pleased that 
the [federal] court acted expeditiously in tossing out 
this latest gambit in the ACLU's ongoing harassment 
of Judge DeWeese." 

The conflict began when the ACLU sued 
De Weese for posting a copy of the Decalogue in his 
courtroom, resulting in a judge ordering that the 
document could not be posted by itself. 

Subsequently, De Weese posted the "Philosophies 
of Law in Conflict," a document that includes the 
Ten Commandments along with a list of "humanist 
precepts" and a commentary by the judge about the 
two conflicting philosophies.The Ten Command
ments state the biblical foundation for morality, in
cluding: You shall have no other gods before me. You 
shall not kill. You shall not murder. You shall not 
commit adultery. The humanist precepts include: The 
universe is self-existent and was not created. Man is 
the product of a cosmic accident, and there is noth
ing higher than man, Ethics depend on the person 
and the situation. There is no absolute truth. The 
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meaning of law evolves.In response, the ACLU re
quested that De Weese be held in contempt for post
ing the Ten Commandments. However, the judge 
who originally ordered the first Ten Commandments 
display removed said the current display was per
fectly legal. 

The court can find no principled basis upon 
which to find that, or even fully consider whether, 
the new display is constitutionally impermissible," 
wrote U.S. District Court Judge Kathleen O'Malley 
in her opinion. 

She held De Weese was not in contempt of her 
prior order and further said the ACLU's attempt to 
censor the philosophies of law was "misplaced." 

The ACLU had accused De Weese of putting up 
the comparative display in violation of O'Malley's 
2002 injunction against the Ten Commandments un
der the caption "Rule of Law." 

The ACLU claimed De Weese was in "public defi
ance" of the court order and was "undermining the 
administration of justice." 

O'Malley found no validity to the ACLU argu
ment." 

It was clear from the start of this latest episode in 
the ACLU's harassment of Judge DeWeese that the 
ACLU was choosing to ignore current law regarding 
public displays that include the Decalogue in an edu
cational or historical setting," Manion said. "The 
U.S. Supreme Court has made it perfectly clear- in 
cases brought by the ACLU itself- that government 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



officials are permitted to discuss, acknowledge, and 
display the Ten Commandments in a context that un
derscores the role played by Decalogue in 'history, 
civilization or ethics.' Any reasonable person can see 
that this is precisely what Judge DeWeese's current 
display does." Along with the displays of the differing 
faith systems, DeWeese has added his own commen
tary." 

All law is legislated morality," he writes. "The 
only question is whose morality. Because all morality 
is based on faith, there is no such thing as religious 
neutrality in law or morality. "He continued, "Ulti
mately there are only two views. Either God is the fi
nal authority, and we acknowledge his unchanging 
standards of behavior. Or man is the final authority 
and standards of behavior change at the whim of in
dividuals or societies." 

Our Founders saw the necessity of moral abso
lutes. President John Adams said, 'We have no gov
ernment armed with power capable of contending 
with human passions unbridled by morality and reli
gion. Our Constitution was made for a moral and re
ligious people. It is wholly inadequate for the gov
ernment of any other,"' he continued." 

The Declaration of Independence acknowledges 
God as Creator, Lawgiver, 'Supreme Judge of the 
World," and the one who providentially superin
tends the affairs of man," he said. "I join the 
Founders in personally acknowledging the impor
tance of Almighty God's fixed moral standards for 
restoring the moral fabric of this nation." 

An image of De Weese's commentary has been 
posted on the ACLJ website. De Weese told the 
Mansfield News journal the ACLU simply was trying 
to silence his speech." 

It's really about a debate of philosophies and 
how that affects our criminal caseloads," he said. "I 
put both sides up. People can make their own deci
sions." {WorldNetDaily). 

ulxplain to Us What Happened" 
• Last month, Dana Reynolds, a Carmel-by-the 

Sea woman who claims she is a Catholic bishop, or
dained three "womenpriests" in Boston. On Aug. 8, 
Reynolds ordained another womanpriest, Janice 
Sevre-Duszynska, at a Unitarian church in Lexing
ton, Kentucky. This "ordination," however, w~s 
unique, for it was the first to involve a Cathohc 
priest in good standing with the Church. 

Sevre-Duszynska, 58, has said she will serve as an 
itinerant priest, "speaking out for the voiceless and 

challenging the powers that be to hear the call of 
nonviolence and cooperation in our world commu
nity," reported the Aug. 9 National Catholic Re
porter. She has been something of an activist over the 
years. In 2001, she was arrested at a protest held at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, whose Western Hemisphere 
Institute for Security Cooperation (formerly the 
School of the Americas) has, according to critics, 
been complicit in human rights abuses. In 2005, on 
the 60th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima, 
Sevre-Duszynska was arrested for trespassing at the 
Nevada nuclear weapons testing site. 

Sevre-Duszynska has said, according to July 30 
Lexington, Ky., Herald Leader that her "heroes as 
priests are on the fringes ... they need to challenge 
the government and the Vatican." 

One such "priest on the fringe" has challenged 
the government by, over the years, leading protests at 
the School of the Americas. But now, Maryknoll 
priest Fr. Roy Bourgeois has challenged the Vatican 
by concelebrating with Dana Reynolds and deliver
ing the homily at Sevre-Duszynska's ordination ser
vice. In doing so, Bourgeois has become the first 
Catholic cleric in good standing to participate pub
licly in an attempted ordination of a woman. 

Back in Print/ 
Bound together into one volume. 

A Bible Handbook 
and 

Biblical Inerrancy 
-Both edited by Jerry Moffitt- , 

Authored by preachers 
in the Churches of Christ 

These two lectureship books sold out im
mediately after their first printing and have 
now been reprinted. They are combined into 
one volume which is available at our cost plus 
shipping and handling. 

A Bible Handbook • 438 pages 

Biblical Inerrancy • 252 pages 

-$8.00-
plus shipping and handling 

Order from: 
Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 1275 • Portland, Texas 78374-1275 

August 2008 31 
Firm Foundation 



In his homily, Bourgeois equated the Holy See's 
teaching that the Church has no authority to ordain 
women with the segregation of African-Americans in 
his home state of Louisiana. "No matter how hard 
we may try to justify discrimination, in the end, it is 
always wrong and immoral," said Bourgeois. ''As 
"Reverend" Nancy Taylor of Boston put it, 'Preju
dice in liturgical clothing is still prejudice."' 

On May 30, the Vatican issued a decree that said 
women who attempt ordination and those who at
tempt to ordain them are automatically excommuni
cated. Bourgeois' superiors have summoned him to 
meet with them at Maryknoll, New York, on Aug. 
28. Maryknoll superior general "Fr." John Sivalon 
told the National Catholic Reporter, "We are asking 
our brother to come home and explain to us what 
happened." 

Bourgeois told the Catholic weekly that he knew 
there would be serious consequences for his partici
pation in Sevre-Duszynska's attempted ordination. 
But, he continued, "I feel that this is something I had 
to do in conscience in the context of my own faith 
JOurney. 

I feel very much at peace with it." A member of 
Maryknoll for 42 years, Bourgeois said, "I am hop
ing that my community and our leadership will sup
port me and women, that they will walk in solidarity 
with women who are oppressed." 

(Our brethren who are rethinking the role of 
women in the church should take note and reread 1 
Tim. 2:12-15. To disregard a Bible fiat brings the con
fusion of division.) 
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london rimes 
• LONDON (London Times) - The Roman 

Catholic Church has finally ended all hope that An
glican priestly orders will ever be recognized as valid. 

In an address to the Lambeth Conference of 670 
Anglican bishops from around the world, the cardi
nal who heads the Council for Christian Unity said 
the dialogue between Anglicans and Catholics would 
be irrevocably "changed" as a result of the ordina
tion of women and the recent vote to go ahead with 
consecrating women bishops. 

Cardinal Walter Kasper also reiterated the 
Vatican's stance that homosexuality is a "disordered" 
condition. 

In a well-attended closed session at the confer
ence at the University of Kent University, Canter
bury, Cardinal Kasper said relations between the two 
churches are now deeply compromised. He urged 
bishops to consider their shared inheritance, which 
he said was "worthy of being consulted and pro
tected." 

Cats and Jogs 
• The social benefits of pet ownership are mani

fold. Dog owners are specially blessed by the extra 
opportunities a daily walk affords for greeting, meet
ing, chatting, and flirting. It is apparently the flirting 
that most alarms Saudi Arabia's religious police, the 
Commission for the Promotion of Virtue and the 
Prevention of Vice. They have begun enforcing a ban 
on the sale or public walking of cats and dogs in 
Riyadh, the Saudi capital. Mr. Othman al-Othman, 
district enforcer for the CftPo VatPo V, told a regional 
newspaper that young men were "using cats and 
dogs to make passes at women and pester families." 
It is encouraging to see that the edict is meeting with 
much scorn from urban Saudis, who have taken to 
pets in a big way in recent years. Many have pointed 
out that Muhammad himself was fond of cats. 
Whether he used them as an aid to flirtation, it 
would of course be improper to speculate (National 
Review). 

fax Dollars 
• Planned Parenthood, the billion dollar corpo

rate abortion mill, has taken indecency to a whole 
new level and is using your taxpayer dollars to 
spread its harmful propaganda. 

A new Planned Parenthood promotional Web site 
(www.takecaredownthere.org), which targets youth 
and is called "Take Care Down There," features 
short "public service" video vignettes which, among 



other things, promote casual sex, immodesty, homo
sexuality and even group sex. For example, one 
video on this new Web site depicts what appears to 
be an Mrican-American male teenager relegated to 
performing oral sex on a white male teenager while 
another white male (an adult authority figure in a 
suit) stands nearby giving instructions. It is too 
shameful for a press release to print what one of the 
teenagers says on the Planned Parenthood video. 

Liberty Counsel is renewing its call for the 
defunding of Planned Parenthood because of this 
shocking Web site. Last year, Mat Staver signed a 
pro-family coalition letter calling for the defunding 
of Planned Parenthood, after revelations of the abor
tion group's alleged systematic violation of Kansas 
state law came to light. Senator Vitter and Represen
tative Pence have both introduced legislation that 
would prevent abortion providers from receiving 
money from the federal government. 

During the 2006-2007 fiscal years, Planned Par
enthood received a total of $336.7 million from gov
ernment grants and contracts. In 2008, $300 million 
was given to family planning clinics, under the Title 
X program. These funds were used to service over 
five million people, a third of which received "care" 
from a Planned Parenthood clinic. This new Planned 
Parenthood Web site has again raised the necessity to 
put an end to the federal government's funding of 
Planned Parenthood. 

Hardworking Americans should not pay to sup
port Planned Parenthood's profiteering sex agenda 
that encourages teenage sex on the one hand and 
then profits by aborting the consequences of such 
promiscuity on the other hand. Planned 
Parenthood's Web site is offensive and, frankly, 
shocks the conscience. It is insane that we allow our 
tax dollars to fund such an irresponsible and destruc
tive organization. We must stop funding Planned Par
enthood and we must stop now! (Liberty Counsel). 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some con- nect with that 
event. BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Deception 

• About two years ago, "Pastor" Michael 
Guglielmucci announced to his congregation that he 
had terminal cancer. Today, he is cancer-free. 

To the shock of many church members and fel
low pastors, at a recent Australian Christian 
Churches (ACC) - formerly named The Assemblies 
of God - national executive meeting, the pastor ad
mitted to having a lied about his battle with cancer. 
The Advertiser stated that the ACC was going to au
dit Mr. Guglielmucci's bank accounts, which were 
filled with donations he willingly accepted from 
people who prayed for his plight. 

Mter inventing his cancer story, the pastor wrote 
a hit song titled Healer, which- according to the 
newspaper account - became "an anthem of faith 
for believers, many of whom are suffering illnesses 
and were praying for Mr. Guglielmucci." While per
forming it live at his church called Planetshakers- a 
subset of the church Guglielmucci's parents founded 
called Edge Church International - he wore an oxy
gen tube in his nose. The song, which is on 
Hillsong's latest album, appeared at No. 2 on the 
ARIA charts. 

-Heritage
What Will Yours Be? 

What will yours be? 

What will you give to future Generations? How 
will the ideals you cherish now be sustained 
then? Who will articulate your principles for the 
sake of your grandchildren, your faith, and your 
community? 

The need to cry out for a return to the Old Paths 
is not limited to some future day, but is also a 
present necessity. 

There is an answer. 

With your help, the Firm Foundation will endure 
as a powerful voice, sustaining those beliefs you 
hold dear. 

To obtain more information about contributions 
to - and remembering the Firm Foundation in 
your will or estate. 

Please contact: 

Firm Foundation, Legacy 
Attn.: H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269 
1) 469-3540 • had@a1:t.l 
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In the Healer video, Guglielmucci talks about his 
feelings after he found out about his so
called "agressive form of cancer." 

"I just went home," he said. "I knew I had to go 
home and needed to get alone with God." 

And his followers were not the only one sur
prised by the deception. Among them also were his 
wife and family. Guglielmucci's parents are with him 
while he seeks professional help. Sources in the 
church community report that he attended his medi
cal appointments alone. 

Jonathan Fontanarosa, Edge Church's executive 
pastor, says everyone is waiting on a better explana
tion pending further investigation (Onenewsnow, 
Aug. 24, 2008). 

Homosexual Wedding 
• A Presbyterian minister who officiated at a les

bian wedding in 2005 is heading for church court 
again, two years after charges against her were dis
missed on a technicality. 

The Rev. Janet Edwards of Pittsburgh will again 
face possible expulsion if convicted by the Perma
nent Judicial Commission of the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery. 

Edwards will appear before the commission Oct. 
1, to answer charges that she defied her ordination 
vows and Presbyterian Church (USA) rules by offici
ating at the Pittsburgh wedding of a lesbian couple in 
2005. 

Seeking Spiritual Strength 
by Dr. John llobbs 
Designed to strengthen one's faith and spiritual life. Strong 
emphasis on Scripture throughout this book; the author be
lieves that the Bible is the final authority on all religious 
matters. Many illustrations and poems; thought/discussion 
questions at the end of each of the 13 chapters. Ideal for 
class or private study. BKYY03 pb ............................. $9.95 

The Compelling Power of the Cross 
A deeper look into the meaning of Christ's death 

by Dr. John llobbs 
Written after many years of study and preparation, this book 
promotes greater understanding and appreciation for what 
Christ did for us by his death on the cross. His sacrifice 
should compel Christians to live their lives according to the 
will of God. Thought/discussion questions at the end of 
each of the 14 chapters make this book ideal for class or 
private study. BKYY02 pb ........................................... $9.99 

$3.00 s&h for one book • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon. TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 
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Persecution 
• Thousands of people, most of them Christians, 

have sought shelter in makeshift government camps 
in eastern India, driven from their homes by reli
gious violence that has killed at least 13 people this 
week (Aug. 18, 2008). 

A district official said on Friday the religious 
clashes showed signs of abating in the state of Orissa, 
where Hindu mobs burnt more than a dozen 
churches and attacked Christians after a Hindu 
leader was killed. 

The bodies of two Christians believed to have 
been killed earlier this week had been found, taking 
the death toll from a week of violence to 13. 

At least 6,000 people were taking shelter in the 
government camps and about 5,000 were hiding in 
forests around Kandhamal, which has a history of 
communal and religious clashes, for fear of mob vio
lence (from various news sources). 

What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims (7 copies left) 

by George W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's seemingly harmless 

surface to reveal a rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps of worldwide Islamic 
expansion, and a bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction and a comprehensive 
reference tool on Muslims- where they started, how they're 
positioned in today's social, political, and religious arenas, 
and where they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$10.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Thrrorism (2 copies left) 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about Christianity, violence 
and the goals of the Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex
Muslim and former professor of Islamic history at AI-Azhar 
University in Cairo, Egypt, the most prestigious Islamic 
school in the world, explains why terrorists do what they do. 
His message is graphic and depicts the ruthless realities 
behind the teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Answering Islam (5 copies left) 

The Crescent in Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of orthodox Islam and 
examines the evidence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic answers. This revised 
edition contains more resources and updated information. 
0-8010-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$18.99 • $4.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

The Trinity 

Question: I am a student in a university in (an Th F h f e at er, o course, is God. Jesus is the Word, 
overseas country) and a Christian. However, "and th ~ d · G d" U h 

there are a number of things I find it difficult to un- e or ts o o n 1: 1). The Holy Spirit is 
d d "the Spirit of God" (Rom. 8:14) and lying to the 

erstan · For example, is there such a thing called Holy Spirit is lying to God (Acts 5 :3-4). 
Trinity? Some people say we have God the Father John 1:1 says, "In the beginning was the Word" 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, and they sa; affirming the eternal nature of the Word; "and tl~e 
these three form God. How true is this? (T.M) word was with God," affirming that the Word is dis-

Answer: Yo~ ~re ~ot alone in finding a plurality of tinct from God, for one cannot be with oneself; and 
..t'\. personahttes tn one God difficult to under- "the Word was God," affirming the Deity or 
stand. Godhood of the Word. Then, the Bible says, "the 

God is infinite; we are finite. That is God has no Word became flesh" Uohn 1:14), showing that the 
limits to his power, knowledge, wisdo~, and being. Word is Jesus. 
We humans are limited in many ways, not least of There are many instances in scripture where Fa-
which is in our ability to understand that which is in- ther, Son, and Holy Spirit are mentioned together 
finite or unlimited. yet distinguished from one another. 

It has been said, "If we could fully comprehend At Jesus' baptism, the Son was in the Jordan be-
God, we would be God." I believe that to be true. ing baptized, the Father spoke from heaven, and the 

However, God has revealed some things about Spirit descended on Jesus as a dove (Matt. 3:16-17). 
himself in scripture, including some things about his Prospective disciples are to be baptized "into the 
nature, that bear on this question. name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit" (Matt. 28: 19). 
One God 

"Hear, 0 Israel: the LORD, our God, the LORD is 
one!" (Deut. 6:4). 

"The Lord is one, And His name one" (Zech. 
14:9). 

"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his 
Redeemer, the LoRD of hosts: 'I am the First and I am 
the Last; Besides Me there is no God"' (Isa. 44:6). 

"There is no other God but one" (1 Cor. 8:4). 
Both the Old and the New Testaments, in these 

passages and others, proclaim monotheism: there is 
only one God. Indeed, the reality of "the living and 
true God," as opposed to dead or dumb idols, is as
sumed throughout the whole of scripture (compare 1 
Thess. 1 :9). 

Three Persons 

While scripture affirms the oneness of God, it also 
affirms the distinctiveness of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, all of whom are said to be "God." 

One of Paul's benedictions is, "The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen" (2 
Cor. 13:14). 

"There is ... one Spirit ... one Lord ... one God" 
(Eph. 4:4-6). 

One, But Distinct 

The Bible says there is one God, and it also affirms 
that the Father and the Son are one Uohn 10:30). 
This text says they are one in their protection of be
lievers. It does not demand that they be one person. 

Husband and wife are one (Matt. 19:5), but they 
are not one person. Christians are commanded to be 
one, just as the Father and Son are one Uohn 17:20-
21), but they are not being told to be one person. 

The apostle John says, "He who abides in the 
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son" 
(2 John 9). There is an old joke in which a simpleton 
says, "Tell me how ma,ty apples there are in this sack 
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and I will give you both of them," not recognizing 
that by saying "both of them," he had revealed that 
there were two. "Both the Father and the Son" dis
tinguishes between two persons. 

There are denominations whose official teaching 
is that there is only one person in the Godhead and 
that is Jesus. Jesus is the Father, Jesus is the Son and 
Jesus is the Holy Spirit, they say. 

However, this overlooks specific ways in which 
Father, Son and Spirit are distinct from one another. 

Jesus said the Father knew something he, the 
Son, while on earth, did not know. "But of that day 
and hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father" (Mark 
13:33). 

Speaking a word against the Son is not the same 
as speaking a word against the Holy Spirit. One "can 
be forgiven him" and the other "cannot be forgiven 
him" (Matt. 12:32). Although some of the under
standings and applications of that saying are argued, 
it cannot be successfully argued that speaking against 
the Son and speaking against the Holy Spirit are the 
same. 

In addition, scripture says, " ... and the head of 
Christ is God (1 Cor. 11 :3). Jesus said, "My Father is 
greater than I" Uohn 14:28). A person cannot be 
greater than himself. 

To say Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all one 
person ignores the clear teaching of scripture that 
they are distinct persons, to the extent that one can 
know something another cannot, we can speak 
against one without speaking against another, and 
one can be greater than another. 

Distind, But One 
While it is important not to deny the distinctions the 
~ible makes among the three persons, it is equally 
Important not to deny the plain statements of scrip
ture that there is but one God. 

The Muslims, who also vigorously proclaim 
monotheism (one God), accuse Christians of believ
ing in "three gods," but their accusation is false. 

Those who maintain the Godhead is just one per
son make the same accusation. It is based on a mis
understanding of what the New Testament teaches 
about God. Three persons, as applied to the God
head, is not three gods. 

Reread the strong monotheistic statements from 
scripture at the beginning of this response. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all three, are God, 
but there is only one God. The three are one. 
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It sounds contradictory, but it is not. It expresses 
in human terms a divine fact that the human mind 
can state but fails fully to comprehend. To say "three 
gods," violates express scripture. To say "one per
son"' ignores the distinctions scripture delineates 
among Father, Son and Spirit. 

The Trinity 
To this point, I have not used the word Trinity to ex
press these truths. However, while the expression, 
"the Trinity," is not found in scripture, as it is com
monly understood, it does express truth that scrip
ture teaches. 

Some of the pioneers, in the early days of the at
tempt to get away from binding human creeds and to 
express Bible things in Bible language, were suspi
cious of the term Trinity. The song, "Holy, Holy, 
Holy," as originally written, contains the line, "God 
in three persons, Blessed Trinity." Influenced by that 
suspicion, some of our song books say, instead, "God 
over all, and blessed eternally." 

However, through the years the teachings of Uni
tarians who deny the Deity of Christ, the Oneness 
people who deny the distinction of the Father and 
Spirit from the Son, and Muslims and others who 
claimed Christian believe in three gods have been 
faced. 

The original formulation of the Trinitarian termi
nology in the first few hundred years of the Christian 
era came as truth was defined in contrast to specific 
errors. Preachers associated with the restoration 
movement went through much the same process and 
came to similar conclusions as the rest of evangelical 
Christendom on that topic. 

It is still my preference to discuss the nature of 
the Godhead in biblical terms; so I generally avoid 
the use of the term Trinity. 

It is true, however, that there is one God: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below· 

' Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. • Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 

FF 
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Directory 
Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jpropbet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact344-6715 or AndrewL. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

-Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9: 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. o o o o o 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-

p.m. (lh mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 The complete text (including charts) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

~~~~.is3 Wasilla, AK <
907> 745-3011 or <907> Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 

Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. -Alabama-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by Lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard and 
Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 W .. oG:kurch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

(1 copy left) 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKK.U04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4o95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
audAnswe .. s 
hy Cuy 1\. Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ........................ BKJL01 

$19.99 
$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answca·s 
to Religious E .. a•ot•s 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3'/z"x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

II . 
I . . 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycslc•·tlay and Today 
bJ· Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 

by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Boswell-Hardeman 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music 

in the Worship 

conducted in the Ryman Auditorium 

Nashville, Tennessee 

May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

LeHer to Pergamum 
Revelation 2:12-17 

J
esus begins h is lette r to the chu rch at Pergamum 
by descr ibing himself as the o ne w ho has "the 
sharp two-edged sword." T he sword of his mouth 
symbolizes his wo rd (v. 12). 
Jo hn the fo rerun ner introduces J esus as " th e 

word" who is also God Qo hn 1 :1}. 
Jesus said , " H e th at loveth me no t keepeth not 

my words: and the word which ye hear is not mine, 
but the Father 's w ho sent me" Qohn 14:24). He also 
puts this in the positive - If a man love me, he wi ll 
keep my word" Qohn 14 :23) . 

The acid test of whethe r anyo ne loves J esus or 
does not love h im is keeping or not keeping his 
word. 

"For the wo rd of God is living, and active, and 
sha rper t han any two-edged sword , and piercing 
even to the d ividing o f soul and spiri t, o f both joints 
and marrow, and quick to disce rn the tho ughts and 
intents of the heart" (H eb. 4: 12). 

John the apostle saw Jesus as having a sharp and 
po inted sword proceeding from his mo uth (Rev. 
1:16; 19:15, 2 1). 

T here is no sword in a ll the world, past o r 
p resent, that is as sharp as the living word o f God. 
The book of Revela tio n is deeply concerned with the 
potency of God 's word. 

In his letters to the seven churches, the o ne point 
that jumps out at you in each letter is the importance 
and power of sacred scriptures. 

In addi t io n, look at what the Bible says of its suf
fi ciency and power. T he word of God: 

·:·Judges our hearts- Heb. 4:12 
•:•Is spiri t and life- J ohn 6:63; Luke 8:11; Isa. 

49:2 
·:·Brings conflict (menta l struggle) - Isa. 11 :4; 

M att. 10:34 
·:· Is li ke a hammer and like fire- Jer. 23 :29-32 
•:• H as power to save - Rom. 1: 16 
•:• Cuts to the heart - Acts 2 :37 
·:·Is the sword of the Spirit - Eph. 6 :17 
·:· Causes convicted si nners to fall down on thei r 

faces- 1 Cor. 14:24-25 
·:·Comes w ith autho rity - Matt. 7 :29 
•:• Te rrifies sinners- Acts 24 :25 
·:· Brings light- Phil. 2:15-16 
·:·Is sufficient to make the man of God perfect-

2 T im. 3:16-17 
T he sharp sword of Jesus is an awesome force. It 

w ill accomplish what God intends for it. Still, with 
all its inc isive strength, it can be resisted by th ose 
w ho ha rden their hearts to reject it Qohn 5:39-40; 
H eb. 4:7}. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

The Word of God 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Inspired writers of the Bible spoke of the Word of God as a 
force deserving respect and, in some situations, fear. They re

ate the impressiveness, importance, and power of words issu
ing from the Throne above all thrones. 

The opening chapter of the book of Genesis affirms that God 
made the heavens and the earth and all that is in them by the 
power of his spoken word. "By faith we understand that the 
worlds have been framed by the word of God" (Heb. 11:3). 

The proposition that the Word of God is a power that we 
should honor and joyfully obey is indisputably true. Still, there are 
many- some of them in high place -who by speech or act deni
grate the Word of God. Others disrespect it by ignoring it ... al
most seeming to pretend that it does not exist, or that it is not 
what it is. 

The popular failure to respectfully listen to and study the 
word confirms the indifference of multitudes toward divine rev
elation. The overwhelming majority of Americans sleep in on Sun
day in blissful ignorance of divine law. They neither know nor do 
they care to know what God has said. 

There seems to be a growing tendency to mock the Word of 
God. 

Professing believers, who ought to know better, are quiescent 
in the face of such ridicule. 

To enable a finer appreciation of the Word of God, boldness in 
proclaiming it, and courage to defend it, we will look at references 
in the New Testament that elevate the word: 

• "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
procceedeth out of the mouth of God"- Matt. 4:4 

• "Everyone that heareth these words of mine and doeth 
them, shall be likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon 
the rock" - Matt. 7:24 

• "When Jesus had finished these words, the multitudes were 
astonished at his teaching"- Matt. 7:28 

• "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away" - Matt. 24:35 

• "Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man also shall be 
ashamed of him"- Mark 8:38 

• "For no word of God shall be void of power"- Luke 1:37 
• "They were astonished at his teaching; for his word was 

with authority"- Luke 4:32 



• "The seed is the word of God" - Luke 8:11 
• "Uesus] said unto them, My mother and my brethren are 

these that hear the word of God and do it"- Luke 8:21 
• "In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, 

and the Word was God"- John 1:1 
• "The word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we be

held his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the father), full of 
grace and truth"- John 1:14 

• "For he whom God sent speaketh the words of God"- John 
3:34 

• '1\nd many more believed because of his word"- John 4:41 
• "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 

believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and cometh not into 
judgment, but hath passed out of death into life"- John 5:24 

• '~nd you have not his word abiding in you: for whom he 
sent, him ye believe not" -John 5:3 8 

• "The words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are 
life"- John 6:63 

• "Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Thou hast the words of eternal life"- John 6:68 

• "If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples" -
John 8:31 

• "He that is of God heareth the words of God"- John 8:47 
• "If a man keep my word, he shall never see death"- John 

8:51 
• "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath 

one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge 
him in the last day"- John 12:48 

• "The words that I say unto you I speak not from myself; but 
the Father abiding in me doeth his works"- John 14:10 

• "If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him"- John 14:23 

• "He that loveth me not, keepeth not my words" -John 
14:24 

• "I have given them thy word; and the world hated them, be
cause they are not of the world" -John 17:14 

• "Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth"- John 17:17 
• "Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that 

believeh on me through thy word"- John 17:20 
• "They then that received his word were baptized" -Acts 

2:41 
• "Grant unto they servants to speak thy word with all bold

ness" -Acts 4:29 
• "They spake the word of God with boldness" -Acts 4:31 
• "Go ye, and stand and speak in the temple to the people all 

the words of this life"- Acts 5:20 
• "We will continue stedfastly in prayer, and in the ministry of 

the word" - Acts 6:4 
• "And the word of God increased; and the number of dis

ciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly"- Acts 6:7 
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• "They therefore that were scattered abroad, 
when about preaching the word" -Acts 8:4 

• "Samaria received the word of God"- Acts 8: 14 
• "They therefore, when they had testified and 

spoken the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, 
and preached the gospel to many villages of the Sa
maritans"- Acts 8:25 

• "Send for Peter and "hear him"- Acts 10:36 
• "The Gentiles also had received the word of 

God" -Acts 11:1 
• "Who shall speak unto thee words, whereby 

thou shalt be saved - Acts 11: 14 
• "The word of God grew and multiplied" -Acts 

12:24 
• "They proclaimed the word of God in the 

synagogues"- Acts 13:5 
• "Sergius Paulus ... sought to hear the word of 

God"- Acts 13:7 
• "If you have any word of exhortation for the 

people, say on"- Acts 13:15 
• "To us is the word of this salvation sent forth" 

-Acts 13:26 
• "They besought that these words might be spo

ken to them ... "- Acts 13:42 
• "Almost the whole city was gathered together 

to hear the word of God" - Acts 13:44 
• "It was necessary that the word of God should 

first be spoken to you. Seeing you thrust it from you, 
and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles" -Acts 13:46 

• "The Gentiles ... were glad, and glorified the 
word of God" -Acts 13:48 

• "The word of the Lord was spread abroad ... " 
-Acts 13:49 

• "They tarried there speaking boldly in the 
Lord, who bare witness unto the word of his grace" -
Acts 14:3 

• "Peter rose up and said unto them, Brethren, ye 
know that a good while ago God made choice among 
you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel, and believe" -Acts 15:7 

• "Judas and Silas ... , exhorted the brethren with 
many words, and confirmed them"- Accts 15:32 

• "Paul and Barnabas tarried in Antioch, teach
ing and preaching the word of the Lord" - Acts 
15:35 

• "Let us . . . visit the brethren in every city 
wherein we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and 
see how they fare- Acts 15:36 

• "They spake the word of the Lord unto him 
[the jailer] ... "-Acts 16:32 

4 September 2008 
Firm Foundation 

• "They received the word with all readiness of 
mind ... "- Acts 17:11 

• "The word of God was proclaimed of Paul at 
Beroea also ... " - Acts 17:13 

• "Paul was constrained by the word, testifying 
to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ"- Acts 18:5 

• "He [Paul] dwelt there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them" -Acts 18: 11 

• "He [Paul] continued for the space of two 
years; so that all that dwelt in Asia heard the word of 
the Lord, both Jews and Greeks" - Acts 19: 10 

• "So mightily grew the word of the Lord and 
prevailed"- Acts 19:20 

• "I commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and give you the 
inheritance among all them that are sanctified - Acts 
20:32 

• "I [Paul] ... speak forth words of truth an so
berness"- Acts 2:25 

• "So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by 
the word of Christ" - Rom. 10: 17 

• "Their sound when out into all the earth, and 
their words unto the ends of the world" - Rom. 
10:18 
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• "For the word of the cross is to them that per
ish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it is the 
power of God" - 1 Cor. 1: 18 

• "By which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the 
word which I preached unto you, except ye believed 
in vain"- 1 Cor. 15:2 

• "For we are not as the many, corrupting the 
word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in 
the sight of God, speak we in Christ - 2 Cor. 2: 17 

• "But we have renounced the hidden things of 
shame, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully; but by the manifestation of 
the truth commending ourselves to every man's con
science in the sight of God"- 2 Cor. 4:1 

• "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself ... and having committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation"- 2 Cor. 5:19 

• "In whom ye also, having heard the word of 
the truth, the gospel of your salvation ... " - Eph. 
1:13 

• '~d take ... the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God" - Eph. 6: 17 

• "Holding forth the word of life"- Phil. 2:16 
• "Ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 

gospel" -Col. 1:5 
• "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly" -

Col. 3:16 
• "Ye ... received the word in much affliction, 

with joy of the Holy Spirit"- 1 Thess. 1:6 
• "From you hath sounded forth the word of the 

Lord"- 1 Thess. 1:8 
• "We also thank God without ceasing, that, 

when ye received from us the word of the message, 
even the word of God, ye accepted it not as the word 
of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God"- 1 
Thess. 2:13 

• "Pray for us, the word of the Lord may run and 
be glorified" - 2 Thess. 3: 1 

• "If thou put the brethren in mind of these 
things, thou shalt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, 
nourished in the words of the faith, and of the good 
doctrine which they hast followed until now" - 1 
Tim. 4:6 

• "Let the elders that rule well be counted wor
thy of double honor, especially those who labor in 
the word and in teaching" - 1 Tim. 5: 17 

• "Hold the pattern of sound words ... " - 2 Tim. 
1:13 

• "The word of God is not bound"- 2 Tim. 2:9 
• Give diligence to present thyself approved 

unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" - 2 
Tim. 2:15 

• "Preach the word, be urgent in season, out of 
season"- 2 Tim. 4:2 

• "Holding to the faithful word which is accord
ing to the teaching, that he may be able to exhort in 
the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers" -
Titus 1:9 

• "For the word of God is living, and active, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword ... " - He b. 4: 12 

• "Remember them that had the rule over you, 
men that spake unto you the word of God" - Heb. 
13:7 

• "Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth"- James 1:18 

• "Receive with meekness the implanted word, 
which is able to save your souls"- James 1:21 

• "Having been begotten again, not of corrupt
ible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth"- 1 Pet. 1:23 

• "The word of the Lord abideth forever" - 1 
Pet. 1:25 

• "We have the word of prophecy made more 
sure, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed" - 2 
Pet. 2:19 

• "That which was from the beginning, that 
which we heard, and which we have seen with our 
eyes, that which we beheld, and our hands handled, 
concerning the Word of life" - 1 John 1: 1 
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• "Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily hath 
the love of God been perfected"- 1 John 2:5 

• "The word of God abideth in you" - 1 John 
2:14 

• "Remember the words which have been spo
ken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
-Jude 17 

• "Who Uohn] bare witness of the word of God, 
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ ... "- Rev. 1:2 

• "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of the prophecy, and keep the things that 
are written therein"- Rev. 1:3 

• "I John, your brother ... was in the isle that is 
called Patmos, for the word of God and the testi
mony of Jesus"- Rev. 1:9 

• "Thou ... didst keep my word, and didst not 
deny my name"- Rev. 3:8 

• "Because thou didst keep the word of my pa
tience, I also will keep thee from the hour of trial ... " 
-Rev. 3:10 

• "I saw underneath the altar the souls of them 
that had been slain for the word of God, and for the 
testimony of Jesus which they held"- Rev. 6:9 

• "They overcame him [Satan] because of the 
blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their 
testimony, and they loved not their life even unto 
death"- Rev. 12:11 

• "These are the true words of God"- Rev. 19:9 
a "He Uesus] is arrayed in a garment sprinkled 

with blood: and his name is called The Word of 
God" -Rev. 19:13 

• "I saw the souls of them that had been be
headed for the testimony of Jesus and for the word 
of God ... and they lived and reigned with Christ ... " 
-Rev. 20:4 

• "Blessed is he that keepeth the words of the 
prophecy of this book"- Rev. 22:7 

• ''And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne; and books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of the things 
which were written in the books, according to their 
works"- Rev. 20:12 

• "If any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, 
which are written in this book"- Rev. 22:19 

6 

Wonderful words of life ... amen! 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

God does nothing to force an unwilling sinner to 
come to him. The power of his word is great but re
sistible. He warns, counsels and implores us to fol
low him, but he does not use his unlimited power to 
compel anyone to serve him. Jesus entreats but re
fuses to overwhelm the free agency of humans (Matt. 
5:39; 11:28; 21:37). 

That struggle is the "good fight of faith." God 
could blow the enemy away, and will one day do that 
very thing, but not until the appointed day - the 
day of final judgment and destruction. God could 
force all people to serve him, but he prefers willing 
submission, not reluctant and resented service. 
Grudging service is no service at all. 

He Knows 

The letter to the church in Pergamum begins by the 
one who holds the sharp sword saying "I know 
where thou dwellest, even where Satan's throne is" 
(v. 13). 

Jesus knows even our most private thoughts and 
motives. He has the power to know everything, but 
chooses to limit his knowledge to those things it is 
necessary for him to know to work out his eternal 
purpose for humankind. Being omnipotent, God has 
the power to know or not to know; otherwise, he is 
not omnipotent. 
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Still, he knows when we suffer pain, disappoint
ment, or loneliness. He knows when the battle for 
truth and right seems to go against us. He knows 
when we hurt and are sad. He knows when separa
tion comes and we feel a profound, blank vacancy in 
our souls. 

To say that Jesus knows is to say that Jesus cares. 
Just to know that he is aware of every loss we suffer 
and every bump in the road is consolation to us. 

At times of sorrow and stress an angel came to 
Jesus and strengthened him (Matt. 4:6; Luke 22:43). 
How did the angel strength Jesus? Did he enter the 
physical body of Jesus and fortify him against temp
tation and pain? The strength the angel supplied 
consisted mainly of being there and caring. The em
pathy of the Almighty is amazingly refreshing. 

Jesus knows where we live and what we endure 
and he cares. He looks upon us with sympathetic 
eyes and is our friend. To know that Jesus knows is 
strength and consolation. He may not remove the af
fliction -just as an angel visitor did not remove the 
sorrowful burden of Christ - but he is there and is 
aware. That matters most of all and is our greatest 
solace. 

Jesus may not prevent the hardship but his un
seen presence and loving care helps us to bear any 
burden and overcome all obstacles. 

For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righ
teous, 

And his ears unto their supplication: 
But the face of the Lord is upon them that 

do evil. 
And who is he that will harm you, 
if ye be zealous of that which is good? 
But even if ye should suffer for righteous-

ness' sake, blessed are ye: 
and fear not their fear, neither be troubled; 
but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: 
being ready always to give answer to every 

man that asketh you 
a reason concerning the hope that is in you, 
yet with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:12-15). 

"What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and 
griefs to bear; What a privilege to carry Everything 
to God in prayer." 

Satan's Throne 
The throne, of course, represents the seat of power. 
He who sits on the throne has authority. Satan is 
spirit and, like the wind, is invisible to mortal eyes; 
yet, he is a real being with great influence derived 
from the consent of his subjects. 

Jesus called him "the prince of this world"; and 
Paul called him "the prince of the air." 

Satan is empowered by the people. In a Republic, 
elected representatives control governance. In a 
Monarchy, people may rebel and overthrow the 
king. The power is with the people. When people 
consent to support the regime of the devil, they vest 
him with convincing force and he becomes a prince. 
Satan rules by the consent of those he governs. 

Pergamum was a capital city of Satan. Jesus said 
that the wily old serpent had a throne there. Vice 
was rampant. Sodomy was popular and exported to 
Rome where the effeminacy of Pergamos destroyed 
the manliness of Rome. 

The church of Pergamum was in the midst of a 
carnival of corruption and filth. It required vigilance 
and courage for the saints to "shine forth as lights in 
the world ... holding for the word of life" in such a 
vile community. The church was an island of right
eousness in a despicable and repulsive society. 

Powerful evil forces besiege the church in every 
generation. Satan rules over an evil empire and the 
church must learn to cope with that reality. "Take 
heed ... lest ye drift." 

Clinging to Christ 
Jesus commended the suffering saints at Pergamum 
because they held fast to his name and did not deny 
his faith (v. 13 ). 

Surrounded with such decadence, saints must 
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"holdfast to the name of Christ," which means 
maintaining a strong grip on saving truth. Abiding in 
the doctrine of Jesus is how we have God, seeing that 
those who abide not in Jesus' doctrine have not God 
(2 John 9). 

The emphasis is on revealed truth because it in
structs, corrects, admonishes and encourages. Every
one who continues in God-breathed truth is com
plete, or perfect. It necessarily follows that all who 
refuse to obey God and conform to the pattern of his 
word are incomplete, or imperfect. 

Holding fast to the "name of Christ" is the key to 
divine approval. God sends all others away in a "sec
ond death" filled with the darkness of doubt and de
spair. There is no loss like eternal loss. 

Saints must be armed with the sword of the Spirit 
(Eph. 6: 17) to be effective in fighting the good fight 
of faith. Jesus wants his soldiers in full array to resist 
the forces that assault them. It is a spiritual fight, but 
that does not mean it is not fierce and hard. In this 
letter of Pergamum, the Son of God is telling his fol
lowers to brace up in anticipation of a violently hos
tile battle between truth and error ... between right 
and wrong. 

The Lord mentions that Antipas perfected his 
martyrdom among the people of Pergamum. This 
faithful soldier of the cross literally gave his life before 
the eyes of his comrades. The people had a vivid rec
ollection of his tragic death, and "in the darkness of 
the midnight" could recall the redness of his blood. 

8 

We do not know who Antipas was, but Jesus 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 
• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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knew him well. The Master knows the name of every 
loyal disciple just as the shepherd knows the names 
of his sheep. If you are a child of God, your name is 
in the Lamb's book of life and you are graven on the 
palms of his hands (lsa. 49: 16). 

Balaam 
Jesus found fault with the church in Pergamum be
cause it tolerated and did not vigorously oppose those 
who held the doctrine of Balaam, which was also 
called the doctrine of the Nicolaitans (vv. 14-15). 

This hateful teaching consisted of allowing the 
temptation of gaining great wealth to cause us to find 
a way to circumvent the commands and purposes of 
Jehovah. 

Anytime there flashes before us the possibility of 
securing a wagonload of gold by devising a plan to 
ruin the righteous and wreck their hope, and we 
chose gold rather than God, we are buying into the 
doctrine of Balaam. 

This gentile prophet from the East was a man of 
God who counseled King Balak on how to cause 
God to punish Israel. In effect Balaam said to Balak, 
"You do not need to destroy Israel ... entice them to 
sin and God will destroy them." 
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Balaam was a prophet of God who could not go 
against the will of God by pronouncing a curse on 
the nation of Israel. He wanted to, but God would 
not permit it. Balaam could only speak the words Je
hovah put in his mouth and those words were a 
blessing and not a curse (Num. 22-24). 

Still, Balaam coveted in his heart the huge for
tune King Balak promised to give him, if only he 
would place an imprecation on Israel. Balaam hit on 
a plan and advised Balak to use the beauty and sexual 
appeal of the licentious women who worshiped Baal 
of Peor to invite the Israelites to an orgy. 

The foolish men of Israel accepted the invitation 
to attend a wild, drunken revelry and compromised 
themselves in rankest sin. In punishment, 24,000 Is
raelites died. 1 

Some of the members of the church at Pergamum 
were following that rancid doctrine - the doctrine 
of Balaam. They would do anything for money -
even "eating things sacrificed to idols and commit
ting fornication." 

The guiding principle of Jesus' stern condemna
tion of such treachery is that the saints must not al
low within their ranks false teachers that worship 
mammon rather than God. The church is to root out 
those members who do not follow the rule of right as 
etched in the Law of Christ. 

Jesus is getting his church ready to win the good 
fight of faith, and you cannot be victorious over evil 
if you have traitors at your side as you engage the 
enemy in hand-to-hand combat. 

Repent 
Change your mind about these wicked souls among 
you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, which is the 
same as the teaching of the Nicolaitans2 (v. 16). 

It was not that the church agreed with these false 
teachers, but it was that they refused to withdraw 
from this faction. 

"Now we command you, brethren, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly, 
and not after the tradition which they received of us" 
(2 Thess. 3:6). 

1 Incidentally, the cold and clammy hand of death took from Salaam the 
great wealth he received for helping Salak. He died in the battle of 
Midian, which took place soon after Salaam advised Salak on how to 
cause Jehovah to punish some of the men of Israel (Num 31:8, 16}. 
2 A heretical sect made up of the followers of Nicolas and equated with 
"the doctrine of Balaam," who taught Israel "to eat things sacrificed to 
Idols and commit sexual immorality. 

Jesus himself when he comes again will make 
war with the sword of his mouth against such sinful, 
prating, ungrateful rebels. 

Promises 

In each of these letters Jesus closes with promises to 
the pure in heart. First he says, you better listen to 
me and "hear what the Spirit says to the churches." 

If you receive my instructions and conform to my 
commands, you will overcome in this ferocious 
battle between good and evil. The word "overcome" 
indicates a fight and a victory. If you surmount diffi
culties and overwhelm spiritual enemies, I will give 
you blessings far more valuable than silver and gold. 

I will give to every winner in this fight of faith 
"the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, and upon the stone a new name written, 
which no one knoweth but he that receiveth it." 

The promised heavenly food is unendingly satis
fying. It fills you with intellectual depth and insight 
because it forever removes gnawing hunger and per
sistent thirst. You will be happy and gratified to the 
full. 

The white stone is a symbol of acquittal, elec
tion, choice and entrance. The "white" mentioned is 
not dead-white, but brilliant and glittering, lustrous 
and resplendent. Victors in Olympic contests re
ceived from the Emperor unique white stones, which 
became a badge of honor and gained for the bearer 
many perks and privileges. 

New names are often a sign of profound promo
tion and elevation. Death keeps its secret well. We 
will not know that new name until we step through 
the threshold and into the glory land. 

The promises stimulate hope and hope does not 
put to shame. 
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PaHern Authority 
By Walter Swain 

Hold the pattern of sound words which you 
have heard from me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 1:13). 

The apostle Paul encourages the young preacher 
Timothy to hold to the "pattern of sound words," 
which would be the Scriptures of the New Testa
ment. This was probably Paul's last letter, as he indi
cated in the last part of this epistle his time had come 
to leave this world. Uppermost in his mind is that 
Timothy, and all other preachers of the Gospel, con
tinue to follow the Holy Scriptures as the only au
thority for the Christian faith. 

Later in this same book, the apostle again en
courages the young minister to "preach the Word" (2 
Tim. 4:2). The reason for this, according to Paul, is 
the 'time will come when they will not endure the 
sound doctrine" (v. 3). He also warns that some will, 
"turn away from the truth. 

It is apparent that Paul's warnings to hold to the 
truth, and not to depart from it, are needed today. 
Hundreds of different "churches" teach all kinds of 
error and conflicting doctrines. These denomina
tions have always contended that there is no set pat
tern to follow in the New Testament. They make the 
unsupported declaration that God did not intend for 
us to follow a pattern. 

But, does he? Paul's statement to "hold to the · 
pattern" proves there is a pattern, or why would he 
tell Timothy to "hold" to it? Paul writes that the 
word of God is able to, "furnish us unto every good 
work," and "make us perfect" (2 Tim. 3:16). Peter 
tells us that Jehovah has given us, "all things that 
pertain to life and godliness" (2 Pet. 1:3). 

Many warnings are given throughout the New 
Testament not to change the word of God, and not 
to go beyond the teachings of Christ (Gal. 1:6-10; 
Rom. 16:17; 2 Thess. 3:6; 2John 9-11;Jude 3). 

These warnings show there is a pattern for the 
church in scriptures. If there is no pattern, how 
would we know we have gone beyond it, or that we 
have violated it? 

Our text also shows that the pattern we are to 
follow comes from the apostles and prophets, who 
wrote the New Testament scriptures. Jesus promised 
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to guide the apostles into all truth Oohn 14:25). Paul 
writes that the apostles and prophets have written 
the truth by the Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The New 
Testament contains all the saving truth God wants us 
to know, or that we need to know. 

Paul says we are to hold to the pattern in "love 
and faith." But some say love does not involve doc
trine, or holding to a pattern. They feel that love 
should lead us to overlook the differences that divide 
us. They believe we can have "unity in diversity." 

Some allege we should fellowship those of the 
denominations, we should allow women to preach 
and lead in the church, we can use instrumental mu
sic in worship, and that many other "changes" are 
needed if we are to grow. They declare that those 
who say we should follow a pattern are "legalists." 
But we should remember that Jesus himself said, "If 
you love me you will keep my commandments" 
Oohn 14:15). Love does not excuse us from keeping 
the pattern of sound doctrine; rather it requires that 
we keep it. This is why Paul mentions love and faith, 
in regard to holding the pattern. 

No doubt, the apostle Paul considered it impor
tant that we strive to hold the pattern of sound 
words found in the New Testament. He told the 
Romans that our faith is based on the word (Rom. 
10: 17). John also tells us that we will be judged by 
this pattern (Rev. 20:11-15). Jesus also said that only 
those who "do the will of my Father which is in 
heaven" are promised salvation (Matt. 7:21}. 

The New Testament scriptures are from God not 
man. They contain all that God wants us to know 
that is important to our faith and attaining heaven. 
These scriptures contain the pattern of sound words 
for the church today. When we follow that pattern in 
all of it aspects, we will be the one true church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To the degree that we depart from 
that pattern, we will not be the church. Let us follow 
the admonition of the apostle Paul, and hold to the 
pattern. 532 Laborcita Canyon Rd. 

La Luz, NM 8833 
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Strange Women and Covenant Faithfulness 
By Robert Ball 

Solo mo n was the son of David who fo ll owed him 
as king of Israe l. His mo the r was Bathsheba 
(2 Sam. 12:24; 1 Kings 1:11, 3 1), t he wife o f 

David, the woman whom the New Testament de
scribes as "Bathsheba wh o had been the wife o f Uriah" 
(Matt. 1:6). This is a reminder of th e sins o f adu ltery 
and murder David committed in his relatio nship with 
Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11: 1-25). The pro phet Na than 
confronted David with his sin and Dav id confessed , "1 
have sinned against the Lord," Nathan then sa id ro 
David "The Lo rd also has taken away your siw you 
sha ll no t d ie" (2 Sam. 12 : 13). Ba thshe ba bo re to 
David a child and as a result of their adulte ry the child 
died o n the seventh day o f its life (2 Sam. 12: 15 -18). 
Bathsheba remained the wife o f David and she bo re ro 
David another son, Solomo n (2 Sam. 12:24). 

Solomon had the privilege of bui lding the temple 
in Je ru salem and on the d ay the temple was dedi
cated rhe glo ry o f the Lord fill ed the temple (1 Kings 
8 :10-11), just as His glory had fill ed the tabe rnacle 
in the d ays o f Moses (Exod . 40:34). On th e day o f 
the temple's d edicati o n So lo mo n was u rged , "Let 
your heart therefore be wholly d evo ted ro the Lo rd 
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our God , ro wa lk in His statues a nd ro keep His com
mandments, as a t thi s day" (J Ki ngs 8 :6 1). One is 
saddened ro observe, as he reads th e account of 
Solo mon 's reign as king o f Israel, So lomon's fai lure 
to remain wholly d evoted ro his God . The Bible says, 
" N ow King So lo mo n loved many fo re ign women 
alo ng with the da ughte r of Pharaoh: M oabite, Am
mo nite, Edomite, Sido nian , and Hitti te wo men" 
(1 Kings 11: 1). God had said ro th e sons of Israel 
concerning these na tio ns, "You sha ll not associate 
with them, nor sha ll they associate with you, for they 
will sure ly turn your hearr away after their gods" 
(1 Kings 11: 2} . Go d said through M oses: 

When th e Lord your God brings you into 
the land where you arc cnrcring to possess 
it, and clea rs away many nations before 
you, the Hirri tes and the Girgashi tes and 
the Amorites and th e Canaani tes and the 
Peri zzites and the Hivircs and the j ebusites, 
seven nati ons greater and stronger than 
you, and when th e Lord your God deli vers 
them before you and you defeat them, then 
you shall urrerly destroy rhem. You shall 
make no covenant with them and show no 
favor ro th em. Furthermore, you shall nor 
intermarry with them; you shall nor give 
your daughters ro their sons, nor shall you 
rake their daughters for your sons. For they 
will rurn you r sons away from fo llowing 
Me ro serve other gods; th en the anger of 
the Lord will be kind led against you and He 
will quickly destroy you (Deut. 7: J -4). 

Solo mo n had seven hundred wives and three 
hundred co ncubin es, and just as Moses predicted 
" hi s wi ves turned his heart away" (1 Kings 11:3). 
" Fo r when Solo mo n was old, hi s wives turned his 
hea rt away afte r other gods; and hi s heart was not 
who lly devo ted to the Lo rd his God , as rhe heart of 
Dav id his fath er had been" (1 Kings 11:4}. 

There is much that co uld be said about Solomon 
and his wives that would instruct us but le t us focus 
o n two o f them. Firs t, p lease no te that the King 
J ames Version rende rs th e first few words of 1 Kings 
11:1, " Bur So lo mon lo ved many s trange wo men." 
Th is rende ring sho uld not be misund erstood to mean 
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these women were weird, silly, or mentally deficient. 
As quoted above in this writing, the New American 
Standard captures the meaning of the Hebrew words 
by rendering "foreign women." It simply means that 
Solomon married women who were not Israelites. 
These foreign women were from Israel's neighboring 
nations, and those nations were made up of idola
trous people. 

Secondly, God was not concerned with the 
people of Israel intermarrying with the people of the 
nations because of purity in ethnicity. It was not a 
violation of the Law of Moses to intermarry with the 
nations. This is clearly seen in the fact that there 
were individuals from other nations in the physical 
ancestry of Jesus Christ (Matt. 1 :2-17). Scripture of
ten makes it clear that God's concern was for his 
people remaining faithful to the covenant he had 
made with them. What God clearly knew was the 
foreign, idolatrous women would lead the sons of Is
rael away from him to serve idols (Deut. 7: 1-5; Josh. 
23:16; Jer. 2:20; 11:10; 22:9). What God foretold 
would happen is, in fact, what occurred. 

Solomon built a mighty kingdom of great wealth 
and military might. He was shrewd in business deal
ings and political alliances with other nations. He 
built a great temple for the Lord his God and he built 
a magnificent palace for himself. Nevertheless, for all 
of Solomon's great accomplishments he did not fos
ter his own spiritual growth nor that of his son. It 
may well be argued that Solomon's reign is what cre
ated the atmosphere for the division of the kingdom 
in the days of his son, Rehoboam. But it is certain 
that his failure to remain wholly devoted to God and 
his heart turning away from God to serve "other 
gods" (1 Kings 11:4 ), resulted in the kingdom being 
taken away from him in the days of his son (1 Kings 
11:11-13). 
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There are many lessons one may learn from the 
life of Solomon. One may learn, for example, that 
one's ambition to do well in business in order to take 
care of the material needs of one's family and the ac
cumulation of wealth must not be allowed to hinder 
one's spiritual growth. It is possible for one to fall 
into a snare and wander away from the faith (1 Tim. 
6:9-10). One may learn the importance of choosing 
the right person to marry. Someone who will help us 
grow in faith and service to God, someone who will 
help us go to heaven when this life is over. 

Man today lives under the new covenant of Jesus 
Christ and one of the lessons we may learn from our 
study is the importance of remaining faithful to that 
covenant relationship. When one is baptized for the 
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38), he enters into a cov
enant relationship with God, and at the point of bap
tism Christ himself adds the believer to his church 
(Acts 2:41-47). 

It is vital to the salvation of one's soul to under
stand the purpose of life here on earth. The preacher 
said it well, "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for 
this is man's all" (Eccl. 12:13 NKJV). 

[Unless otherwise indicated all scripture quota
tions in this article are from the New American Stan
dard Bible 1995 update.] 

(Robert]. Ball, D.Min., has served for 17 years as 
the preacher for the Hialeah church of Christ in Mi
ami, Fla. He is also an instructor at Amridge Univer
sity (formerly Southern Christian University) in 
Montgomery, Ala.) 
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The Christian Personality 
By Frazier Conley 

The following words (and their cognate forms) 
from the Greek New Testament all share, ac 
cording to the lexicons, a definition in com

mon. The five words are as follows: (1) epieikes: to 
exercise clemency or leniency; (2) praus: to be le
nient; (3) chrestos: to exercise clemency; (4) eleos: to 
exercise clemency; and (5) anoche: to exercise clem
ency. The definition of leniency or clemency is ap
plied to each of these words. These are not the only 
legitimate definitions, but they are listed as denota
tions or connotations of each of the words. 

Among the synonyms for clemency and leniency 
are mercifulness, forbearance, and indulgence. To 
get the flavor of the words involved one may note 
some actual usages. It sometimes was recommended 
in ancient times that judges should administer laws 
with more leniency than the laws prescribe. It was 
also said that when a debt became due forbearance 
was a possible course of action by the lender. Similar 
corresponding English words are tolerance, forgive
ness, and pardon. 

In regard to leniency (epieikes) we should note 
2 Corinthians 10:1, "1, Paul, myself entreat you, by 
the ... gentleness of Christ." Christ is lenient. That is, 
leniency is his nature, his personality. Therefore, the 
Christian is likewise to be lenient. The fruit of the 
Spirit, leniency, should be manifested by the Christian 
(Gal. 5 :23). Philippians 4.5 enjoins: "Let all men 
know your forbearance" (epieikes, leniency). 

In regard to praus (lenient), in 2 Corinthians 10:1 
Paul appeals again to the leniency "of Christ." In 
Matthew 11:29 Jesus said, "Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am meek [lenient] in heart." 
Colossians 3:10-12 affirms that Christians should 
"put on the new nature, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator." "Put on 
then ... compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness 
(clemency), and patience." In Galatians 6:1, Paul says, 
"Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness" (praus, leniency). The Lord said, in Mat
thew 5:5, "Blessed are the meek [praus, lenient], for 
they shall inherit the earth." 

With reference to chrestos (clemency), one should 

see Luke 6:35, "[Y]ou will be sons of the Most High; 
for he is kind [lenient] to the ungrateful and the self
ish." Thus Christians also should "be kind [lenient] to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you" (Eph. 4:32). Colossians 
3:12 admonishes, "Put on then, as God's chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness [le
niency], lowliness, meekness, and patience." 

With respect to eleos (clemency), compare Eph
esians 2:4, "God ... is rich in mercy" (clemency). See 
also Titus 3:5, "he saved us, not because of deeds 
done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own 
mercy" (clemency). What of the Christian? In Mat
thew 23:23, Jesus tells us not to [neglect] "the 
weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy [ clem
ency] and faith." And in James 2:13 we are warned, 
"For judgment is without mercy to one who has 
shown no mercy" [clemency]. 

Respecting anoche (clemency), see Romans 2:4, 
"Or do you presume upon the riches of his .. .forbear
ance?" This tells us that God is forbearing. God has 
clemency and leniency. What of the Christian? Eph
esians 4:2 instructs us that we are "to be forbearing 
[lenient with] one another in love." Colossians 3:13 
says, "Forbearing [lenient with] one another and, if 
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive." 

In each of these cases, we first see that God in 
Christ has the virtue of clemency, leniency, tolerance, 
or indulgence. Then we see that the Christian per
sonality also must be developed so that it might ex
press these characteristics. 

Should the Christian be or appear to be rigorous 
and rigid and strict and exacting when God is not? 
The Christian ought to become as the object of his 
worship. Should not the Christian obey the gospel in 
practicing leniency, tolerance, clemency, forbearance, 
indulgence, and mercy? To ask is to answer. May we 
develop the character of him whom we worship. May 
we let all humanity know our clemency and leniency. 
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There Is Life in the Seed 
By Raymond Elliott 

I n the Montgomery Advertiser, dated Friday, June 
13, 2008, there was an article about a date palm 
that had been growing since the year 2005. 

While this alone would not have been noteworthy, 
the real story was to be found in the fact that it was 
growing from a seed that was estimated to be 2,000 
years old! "The little tree was sprouted in 2005 from 
a seed recovered from Masada, where rebelling Jews 
committed suicide rather than surrender to Roman 
attackers. Radiocarbon dating of seed fragments 
clinging to its roots, as well as other seeds found 
with it that didn't sprout, indicate they were about 
2,000 years old- the oldest seed known to have 
been sprouted and grown." Dr. Sarah Sallon said that 
"She hopes there's a chance to use it to restore the 
extinct Judean date palm, once prized not only for 
its fruit but also for medicinal uses." This is an amaz
ing story worthy of our sincere consideration. Think 
about it. A seed preserved in that arid area of the 
world and planted 2,000 years later and the same re
sults occur - a tree, a date palm began to grow. 
How can that be? Believers in the Genesis' account 
of creation understand the natural law of propaga
tion in the vegetative kingdom. Moses wrote in Gen
esis 1: 11-12: ''Then God said, "Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree 
that yields fruit according to its kind whose seed is in 
itself, on the earth,,, and it was so. And the earth 
brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed accord
ing to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose 
seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good" (NKJV). God placed life in the seed 
in order that it might produce after its kind. Time 
does not affect this law of reproduction in the veg
etative kingdom. Regardless how old the seed might 
be, if life is still present, the seed will germinate and 
produce after its kind if it is placed in a suitable envi
ronment favorable for growth. In this instance, it 
was a date palm. 

In Luke 8:4-15, Jesus presented a parable regard
ing a sower who went out to sow seed and the four 
different soils where the seed fell. When the seed fell 
in the good ground it produced "some a hundred
fold, some sixty, some thirty" (Matt. 13: 8). In His in-
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terpretation of this parable the Lord stated that "The 
seed is the word of God" (v. 11 ). The law of produc
ing after its kind regarding a seed is also true con
cerning the word of God. When it is planted in a 
heart that is sincere and one of integrity, it will pro
duce after its kind; that is to say, when the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is received in an honest heart and is be
lieved and obeyed, it will produce a child of God, a 
Christian, nothing more and nothing less. Jesus said 
"The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they 
are life" Oohn 6:63). The apostle Paul declared, "For 
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who be
lieves, for the Jew first and also for the Greek" 
(Rom. 1: 16). The writer of the book of Hebrews 
spoke of the power of the word of God when he 
wrote, "For the word of God is living and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart" (He b. 4: 12). James in his epistle 
wrote that "the implanted word'' is "able to save 
your souls'' (1:21). In 1 Peter 1:22-23 we read the 
following, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in 
your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of 
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the brethren, love one another from the heart fer
vently: having been begotten again , not of corrupt
ible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of 
god, which liveth and abiderh" (ASV). The power to 
produce and in the matter pertaining to converting a 
heart to Christ is found in the seed (word of God) 
and nor in the sower. The apostle Paul put it thi s 
way, "I planted, Apollos watered, bur God gave the 
increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, 
nor he who waters, bur God who gives the increase" 
(1 Cor. 3:6-7). 

Another matter that is essential to our under
standing of the power of the seed (word of God) to 
produce is this, it does not matter when the seed 
(word of God) is planted in the soi l (heart of man), it 
will produce after irs kind. As in the story regarding 
the date palm, the word of God, the gospel of j esus 
Christ, will produce Chr istians in this century as ir 
did in the first century when it was first preached on 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) . As the Spirit enabled 
Peter, this apostle, along with the other eleven 
preached the good news relative to the Christ who 
had been sent by the Farber ro die for the sins of 
mankind Uohn 3:16- 17; Rom. 5:8; Heb. 2:9). 
Peter's sermon dealt with the facts that j esus Christ 
was crucified, rose from the dead and that he as
cended to his Father (Acts 2:22-33). Many of the 
hearers were moved by this sermon and inqui red of 
the apostles as to what they should do (Acts 2 :36). 
They were instructed by Peter to "Repent, and let ev
eryone of you be baptized in the name of j esus Christ 
for the remission of sinsj and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit" (v. 38). About three thousands 
souls responded in a positive manner to these com
mands and were baptized that very day (v. 4 J). Luke 
records that the early disciples praised God and had 
favo r with all the people. ''And the Lord added to the 
church daily those who we1·e being saved" (v. 47). 

When the gospel of Jesus Christ is preached in irs 
purity and simplicity, it will produce Christians to
day as it did two thousand years ago. T here is no 
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need to place a prefix or a suffix to the name Chris
tian. This was the name that was div inely given by 
the Lord to the ea rl y di sciples (Acts 11:26). Chris
tians co ll ectively comprise rhe church of our Lord 
j esus Christ. It is neither a sect nor a denomination; 
rather, it is the body of Christ (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-
23). When individuals believe the facts of the gospel 
and obey irs com mands, Jesus Christ saves them 
from thei r sins and adds them to his church. It is only 
when the word of God is mixed with the doctrines of 
men that the results are different from what the pure 
gospel (seed) will produce. And that is the main rea-
on as to why there are thousands of denominational 

bodies today. 1f the pure gospel were preached, and 
if the same seed was planted in the hearts of men to
cia)', there would only be Chri tians and one church. 
As children of God we shou ld be busy sowing the 
seed (word of God) in the hearts of men and women 
so that rhey also could know the Savior and the joy 
of salvation. "Those who sow in tears Shall reap in 
joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, Bearing 
seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come again with re
joicing, Bringing his sheaves with him" (Ps. 126:5-6). 
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(In a September 1, 2008 article published by Town Hall, Max Barber treats in some detail the incredible ac
tion of Planned Parenthood in promoting promiscuous behavior by the nation's teenagers. We printed a blurb 
in Potpourri last month. Because of the gravity of the irresponsible action of Planned Parenthood, we thought 
you would appreciate a fuller account of their calloused conduct. Lift your voice and let it be known at the 
highest circles of government that tax-payer funding of such vile shenanigans are unacceptable and should not 
be tolerated. We m·e confident that American teenagers have more sense than to allow shameful tricks of this 
sort to influence them. By the way, upon first hearing of this internet site, I was incredulous, but when I went to 
the site and reviewed half-dozen videos I found it to be raunchy.) 

Teen Sex? 
Matt Barber 

Planned Parenthood, the bill ion dollar corpo
ra te abo rtion mill, has ta ken indecency to a 
w ho le new level and is using your taxpayer 

dollars to do so. The o rganization, wh ich is respon
sible for the aborrion deaths of tens of mill ions of 
people, was fo unded in 1916 by admitted white-su
premacist Margret Sanger, with the lofty goal of, as 
Sanger put it, el iminating "the ever increasing, un
ceasingly spawning class of human beings who never 
should have been born at a ll. " Lest there be any 
doubt as to whom, exactly, Sanger was referring ro, 
she a lso wrote: "We do not want the word ro go out 
that we (Planned Parenthood) want to exterminate 
the Negro population ." 

Sorry, Maggie. Word's ou t. 
Although Plan ned Pa renthood's primary m ission 

is detestable beyond words and remains unchanged 
still roday, its secondary goal, if left in a vacuum, is 
not so sinister. That is, of course, ro make lots and 
lots of money. 

Bur here's whar is sinister. l n o rder ro make lots 
and lots of money, Planned Parenthood, just like any 
other "service provider," needs lots and lots of cus
tomers, and the best way ro get those custOmers is to 
promote the very behaviors w hich create them. Spe
cificall y, ro mani pulate kids- under the gu ise of so
called "comprehensive sex education"- to engage in 
promiscuous, casual sex as soon and as often as pos
sible. It's simp le supply and demand. Plan ned Pa rent
hood encourages the behaviors which create the de
mand and then dutifully offers its deadly sup
ply. 

To that end, Planned Parenthood has created a 
new promotional web sire that targets youth . 
(www.takecaredowmhere.org). It's ca lled "Take Care 
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Down T here." lt features short, near po rnographic 
"pubLic service" video vignettes w hich, among other 
thi ngs, promote casual sex, immodesty, homosexual
ity and even group sex. 

For example, in perfect keeping with its demon
strably racist, loosey-goosey sexual tradition, one of 
the Planned Parenthood videos depicts what appears 
ro be a teenage African-American male re legated to 

performing oral sex- in public - on a wh ite teenage 
male. Another white ma le (a creepy adu lt authority 
figure who seems just a lirrle roo interested) wa lks up 
and begins giving instructions . The white teenager 
then says, "I d idn' t even spew." 

In another vignette, a teenage girl appea rs ro 
drop her pants - again in public - expos ing her 
privates in front of two other girls and the same Afri
can-American ma le. She then asks them, "Do you see 

T he Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 

gllliiij• future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use in high school. 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 

$19.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 



anything down there?" referencing potential evi
dence of sexually transmitted disease. Of course, 
based on her cavalier sexual attitude and tart immod
esty (or is that immodest tart?) the odds strongly fa
vor the likelihood that she does, in fact, have some
thing "down there." . 

So why does Planned Parenthood's latest vulgar 
foray into the corruption of America's youth concern 
you? Simple- you're paying for it. Consider the fol
lowing information compiled by Liberty Counsel: 

Planned Parenthood has been receiving federal 
funding under the Title X Family Planning Program, 
enacted in 1970 as Title X of the Public Health Ser
vices Act. Section 1008 of the Act, as amended, stipu
lates that "None of the funds appropriated under this 
title shall be used in programs where abortion is a 
method of family planning," yet Planned Parenthood 
is nevertheless receiving funds under this federal pro
gram. 

During the 2006-2007 fiscal year, Planned Par
enthood received a total of $336.7 million from gov
ernment grants and contracts {that's your taxpayer 
dollars). In 2008, $300 million was given to family 
planning clinics, under the Title X program. These 
funds were used to service over five million people, a 
third of which received "care" from a Planned Par
enthood clinic. 

On October 27,2007, a coalition of leaders from 
dozens of conservative groups, including Liberty 
Counsel, Concerned Women for America, Focus on 
the Family, the American Family Association and 
more, signed a joint letter calling for the defunding 
of Planned Parenthood, after revelations of the abor
tion giant's alleged systematic violation of Kansas 
state law came to light. Senator David Vitter (R-LA) 
and Representative Mike Pence (R-IN) have both in
troduced legislation that would prevent Planned Par
enthood and other abortion providers from receiving 
taxpayer dollars in the future. 

While commenting on Planned Parenthood's lat
est abuse of taxpayer dollars, Attorney Mathew 
Staver, founder and chairman of Liberty Counsel, 
stated, "Planned Parenthood has now given the fed
eral government yet another reason to stop funding 
this racist, eugenic, and immoral organization. 

"Why should hardworking Americans pay to 
support Planned Parenthood's profiteering sex 
agenda, that encourages teenage sex on the one hand 
and then profits by aborting the consequences of 
such promiscuity on the other hand? Planned 
Parenthood's Web site is offensive and, frankly, 

shocks the conscience. It is insane that we allow our 
tax dollars to fund such an irresponsible and destruc
tive organization. We must stop funding Planned Par
enthood and we must stop now!" 

True, indeed. Beyond its stated mission to 
cleanse the world of "human beings who never 
should have been born at all," Planned Parenthood's 
primary purpose is to promote promiscuity among 
youth in order to line its pockets, plain and simple. 
There's a clear conflict of interest here. When kids 
engage in risky sexual behaviors, Planned Parent
hood wins. Why else would it be promoting casual 
sex, homosexuality and group sex? 

It's like the tobacco industry showing kids how 
fun and exciting it is to smoke cigarettes, and then 
telling them, with a wink, "But always smoke safely." 
We wouldn't allow Joe Camel access to our kids on 
the taxpayer dime; neither should we give Margret 
"The Reaper" Sanger and her Planned Parenthood 
brood such taxpayer-:funded access. FF 
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Accepting God's Will 
By Doug Haught 

X he went forward a little, and. fell 
on his face, and prayed, saymg, 
My Father, if it be possible, let this 

cup pass away from me: nevertheless, not as 
I will, but as thou wilt (Matt. 26:39). 

It was hard to say just what it was, but there was 
a change in Jesus. Throughout the Passover there 
had been a tension in the air. All of the disciples had 
picked up on it. Something was afoot. Something al
most imminent and sorrowful pervaded this quiet 
night. 

By the time that Jesus made it to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, it would have been almost midnight. 
They were all tired at this late hour. It had been a 
hectic week. But Jesus had business in the garden 
that was more important than sleep 

Jesus was experiencing sorrow, and said, "My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death." He 
was feeling an obvious sense of dread for the ordeal 
he faced on the following day. Now he sits among 
the olive trees, near the olive press. And Jesus stands 

18 

496 Hugo McCord Articleson a CD 
plus 

9 articles on Muslims by Bill Humble 
Articles in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF 

$10.99 
$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Gospel Advocate Commentaries 
by Guy N. Woods 

John .........•.•.•••••••.•••.•.••..••••••••••••.• $15.99 

)a10.es ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15.99 

1, 2 Peter, John, Jude ..•..•..•.•••••••• 15.99 

$4.50 shipping for one book 
Call for shipping on multiple copies 

Texas residents add 6. 25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1-888-367-6216 

September 2008 
Firm Foundation 

ready to be pressed and to have the drama of that 
fateful evening play out. 

Never had so much sorrow come upon one indi
vidual. We cannot comprehend the depth of Christ's 
agony because we cannot perceive the wickedness of 
sin as he could. Nor can we appreciate the terrors of 
the divine wrath the way he did. 

Jesus was alone. The disciples slept (Luke 22:44 
ESV). "His sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground." He did not fear that he 
would die. He feared the outpouring of divine wrath 
from his Holy Father; wrath we will never have to 
endure because of him. 

Jesus was about to drink the cup of divine judg
ment, bearing the sins of many and the fullness of the 
wrath for those sins would be fully upon him. 

Jesus the anointed waits in voluntary submission. 
He deliberately, voluntarily, subjugates all of his hu
man feelings to the perfect will of the Father. This 
prayer is a consummate example of how Christ in his 
humanity surrendered his will to the will of the Fa
ther in all things 

There's a lesson for us. Our wills must be submit
ted to the will of God if we expect to be able to live 
our lives to the glory of God. 5450 Mulberry St. 

Stephens City, VA 26~ 
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The Value and Use of Wisdom 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

good name is better than precious oil; and 
the day of death, than the day of one's 
birth" (Eccl. 7: 1). The preacher claims that a 

good name is more valuable than sweet smelling 
spices and costly ointment. Sane people of all genera
tions agree. Society admires an honorable person. 
Right thinking people covet a reputation for integrity. 

The preacher surprises us with the statement that 
death is better than birth. We don't believe the end 
of life is better than its beginning. We celebrate at 
birth and we mourn at funerals. Most of us prefer 
the rejoicing to the weeping. Is it a morbid eccentric
ity that causes the writer to declare that looking at a 
corpse is better than looking at new born babies? 
Why is a sad and heavy heart better than a broad 
smile and dancing eyes? Who among us prefers to be 
with the melancholy instead of the happy? Gloom is 
not as attractive as ecstasy. The preacher is not done 
with his sermon, and goes on to say, 

It is better to go to the house of mourning 
than to go to the house of feasting: for that 
is the end of all men; and the living will lay 
it to his heart. Sorrow is better than laugh
ter; for by the sadness of the countenance 
the heart is made glad. The heart of the 
wise is in the house of mourning; but the 
heart of fools is in the house of mirth. It is 
better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than 
for a man to hear the song of fools. For as 
the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the 
laughter of the fool: this also is vanity (Eccl. 
7:2-6). 

The teacher is not denying the value of a con
tented heart and a smiling face, but he is saying there 
are times when somber things teach us necessary les
sons. 

It is true that "a cheerful heart is a good medi
cine; But a broken spirit drieth up the bones" (Prov. 
17:22). Good medicine is better than dried up bones. 
Still, the revealing message is that going to the 
"house of mourning" has benefits better than laugh
ter and joy because it helps us to discover the deepest 
lessons of life. 

There is a time for joy and there is a time for sol
emn reflection and prayerful musing. Grief and sor-

row have advantages not available in joking and 
mirth. The preacher is not trying to clip any white
winged joy, but he is admonishing us not to spend 
our days behaving always like clowns romping 
around in sawdust rings. 

Sorrow is knowledge. It is the great idealizer, a· 
silence in the heart, and an invitation to go to God. 
"The tears we shed are not in vain, nor worthless is the 
heavy strife." Affliction is a test of faith and, if wisely 
borne, works for us stedfastness, approved- ness, and 
hope that brings no shame "because the love of God 
has been shed abroad in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit which was given unto us" (Rom. 5 :2-5). 

Tears can produce dignity and greatness of char
acter. Remembering our frailty can drive us into the 
"everlasting arms." 

Worshiping God is also a time for a grave counte
nance. A time for "listening to the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love." Like Moses, when we come to 
the burning bush, we take off our shoes and walk 
with "bare hushed feet." "God is not a God of confu
sion but of peace" (1 Cor. 14:33). Therefore in prais
ing him and magnifying his name "let all things be 
done decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:40). 

Our worship of God must never be rambunctious 
and irresponsible. The spirit of worship is not a 
weekend at the lake, nor hubbub, nor raucous cel
ebration, nor mindless jubilation, nor cheering, nor 
applause. It is a time of quiet, deliberate, personal 
devotion - a time to remember - a time to be seri
ous - a timt: to bow our foreheads to the dust. It is 
not a time to caper around like little children at a 
birthday party. It is a time to gird up "the loins of 
your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly on 
the grace that is to b~ brought unto you at the revela
tion of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 1:13). 

In all this there is profound happiness, but it is 
not expressed in wild abandonment of sanity and 
sense. It is a heart overflowing with the joy of salva
tion, astonished by the matchless love of God, and 
silently laid upon the altar as a living sacrifice. 

"Sorrow is better than laughter" because "by 
sadness of countenance the heart is made glad." 
When the tears are wiped away, we are closer to the 
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Fountain of Life than we were before, and our quiet 
hearfs overflow with joy. . 

The mirth of fools is "as the crackling of thorns 
under a pot." Thorns do not make good fuel. They 
blaze up quickly, make much noise, soon burn up, 
and do not give enough heat to warm a person or 
cook a meal. It is vanity. Tragedy helps us to appreci
ate the "things that are more excellent," get right 
with God, and have lasting calm and deep down joy. 
It is simplicity. 

Now that we have our priorities straight, the 
preacher gives a sermon on wisdom, obedience, and 
providence. 

20 

Surely extortion maketh the wise man 
foolish; and a bribe destroyeth the under
standing. Better is the end of a thing than 
the beginning thereof; and the patient in 
spirit is better than the proud in spirit. Be 
not hasty in thy spirit to be angry; for anger 
resteth in the bosom of fools. Say not thou, 

What is the cause that the former days 
were better than these? for thou dost not 
inquire wisely concerning this. Wisdom is as 
good as an inheritance; yea, more excellent 
is it for them that see the sun. For wisdom is 
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a defence, even as money is a defe •. 
the excellency of knowledge is, that wis'
preserveth the life of him that hath it. Con 
sider the work of God: for who can make 
that.straight, which he hath made crooked? 
In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the 
day of adversity consider; yea, God hath 
made the one side by side with the other, to 
the end that man should not find out any
thing that shall be after him (Eccl. 7:7-14). 

Those who have been to the house of mourning 
receive this good advice gladly. The preacher tells 
us, first, that a godly man will rise in righteous indig
nation to object to despotism. Injustice deserves the 
wrath of the righteous. The meek and lowly Jesus 
placed a curse on a fig tree that promised fair, but 
bore no fruit. The Son of Man drove the merchants 
and moneychangers out of God's house of prayer. 
There comes a time when those made wise by sorrow 
shake a defiant fist in the face of scoundrels. Anger 
should never spring from personal motives. When 
men spurn God and pervert his law, when the strong 
abuse the weak, when "slaves ride on horses while 
princes walk," it is high time for the pure in heart to 
make their voices heard and their fury known. 

No society should tolerate bribes. When elected 
officials and appointed magistrates walk around with 
their hands out, the people are in trouble. Giving 
and taking graft ruins the ability to think and pro
motes inequity and oppression. 

We see but for a moment, but God sees from 
eternity to eternity. It is unwise for us to be hasty in 
branding a thing as either good or bad. When all 
facts are in, then we can make clear-eyed evalua
tions. Meanwhile, we take a farther-along-we'll
know-all-about-it attitude. Patience is a product of 
humility. People who think too highly of themselves 
lack the ability to endure wordlessly until the end of 
a matter. Pride is an enemy of patience. Patience is 
passion tamed. 

Not all anger is evil. God can be a God of wrath. 
"Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down 
upon your wrath" {Eph. 4:26). An elder is to "not be 
soon angry." Most of the time anger brings shame 
and regret. When we boil in fury, we are in danger of 
making fools of ourselves. Unbridled anger is a kind 
of insanity. Righteous indignation is noble, but 
haughty indignation is imbecility. A hothead is 
lonely. 

Comparing the present to the immediate past is 
useless. Comparing the church of our day to the 
ideal church of scripture is necessary. If we follow an 



approved model, we are approved. It is shortsighted 
to take as our prototype fallible guides. We owe a 
debt of gratitude to those who have gone before us. 
Still, our standard for conduct is the revealed word 
of God. Our roots are not in the nineteenth century 
but in the first century. We tend to idealize the days 
of our fathers and gloss over their mistakes. Our eyes 
must look back to the beginning of the gospel. We 
must make inerrant teaching our only measure. 

Those who see the sun- the living- should 
count wisdom as better than an inheritance. An in
heritance is good, but wisdom is preferable. An in
heritance can be spent and nothing remains. We can
not exhaust wisdom because use does not diminish it 
but expands it. 

Wisdom and money fortify those who have it. 
Money can run out, but wisdom runs on. "The fear 
of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom; And the 
knowledge of the Holy One is understanding" (Prov. 
9:10). To honor God and obey his commandments is 
a strong, impenetrable tower. Wisdom conducts us 
to a place of refuge and keeps us safely in it. Wisdom 
brings us to the rock of salvation. Unlike wisdom, 
mammon protects us while it is destroys us. 

God's thoughts are not our thoughts; our ways 
are not God's ways (lsa. 55 :8). God does not need 
our counsel. He made the universe without our help. 
We may consider the work of God, but we dare not 
criticize it. We cannot straighten what God has made 
crooked. Trying to figure out why one man's invest
ment is profitable and another is frustrated by poor 
timing is a waste. If things are well with you, thank 
God and go happily along. If you are in distress, 
learn the lessons of adversity. Those who do not get 
good health and great prosperity and bouncing joy, 
may get something far better - patience, wisdom, 
and inner peace. We all live under the fallout of life. 
Whether we enjoy prosperity or suffer adversity is 
unimportant - the important thing is how did you 
live, and how did you die. There are some things in 
this life we can never fully understand. If they are 
sweet and pleasant to the taste, rejoice; if they are 
heavy and hard to bear, endure. The former may 
leave us empty. The later may give us character. If 
our lot is to suffer, then let us do it bravely and turn 
it to our advantage. To wring our hands and question 
"Why?" is of no benefit. 

The preacher has still more lessons for us: 
All this have I seen in my days of vanity: 
there is a righteous man that perisheth in his 
righteousness, and there is a wicked man 

that prolongeth his life in his evil-doing. Be 
not righteous overmuch; neither make thy
self overwise: why shouldest thou destroy 
thyself? Be not overmuch wicked, neither be 
thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before 
thy time? It is good that thou shouldest take 
hold of this; yea, also from that withdraw 
not thy hand: for he that feareth God shall 
come forth from them all (Eccl. 7:15-18). 

He gives an exception. Generally, righteousness 
brings length of days and wickedness brings calami
ties. Still, the pure in heart and clean of life sometime 
die early. Jesus "went about doing good and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil" but died at the 
age of thirty-three. Right doing does not always 
guarantee a pleasant and long life. The wicked may 
be happy and their children dance in the street. They 
may live long upon the earth though they let beggars, 
with rags for garments and dogs for doctors, lie un
noticed at their gates. 

God continues to control things. Nature's God 
works through the laws of nature. "Behind the dim 
unknown, standeth God, within the shadows, keep
ing watch above his own." 

Truth will out. The books will one day be bal
anced. All wrongs will be righted and all goodness 
will be rewarded. These are days of vanity - fleet
ing, vain days. Earth is full of pain and sorrow. The 
mystery of it cannot be solved. Yet, we know that 
God is still in his heaven and all things will turn out 
right for those who love him and walk in the light of 
truth. 

Let us then be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait. 

Do not be pompous. Over much righteousness is a 
vexation. Mfected holiness is insincere and hypocriti
cal. We cannot be too good nor too righteousness, but 
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we can be too pretentious. The preacher's advise is 
don't flaunt your religion. 

Do not be overwise. We cannot, of course, have 
too much knowledge or wisdom, but we can brag and 
strut and crow and make ourselv~s obnoxious. The 
person who puts his meager knowledge on display 
destroys himself and slays his own influence for good. 
A person puffed up and conceited is witless. The self
important person is ignorant of his inconsequence. 
None of us is essential. When we pull our finger out of 
the water, no hole is left. 

We are cautioned not to be overmuch wicked. 
The preacher doe~ not mean to approve a certain 
amount of wickedness. The advice is, "Do not multi
ply wickedness." The next clause says "do not be 
foolish"- not meaning some foolishness, but none 
at all. The same is true of wickedness. He is not rec
ommending a modest amount of wrong-doing, but is 
saying leave it alone - do not increase it. A person 
abandoned to sin destroys and kills himself. 

Pay attention, the preacher says, do not make a 
show of your righteousness or knowledge; do not 
magnify wickedness; do not be foolish. These things 
hurt and ruin. A reverence for God will make you 
turn your back on them. 

More meaty sentence sermons flow from the pen 
of the preacher. 

Wisdom is a strength to the wise man more 
than ten rulers that are in a city. Surely 
there is not a righteous man upon earth, 
that doeth good, and sinneth not. Also take 
not heed unto all words that are spoken, 
lest thou hear thy servant curse thee; for 
oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth 
that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others 
(Eccl. 7:19-21). 

Wisdom is again exalted. True wisdom fears God 
and keeps his laws. One wise man - righteous man 
- in a city is more valuable than ten mighty men of 
valor. The fierce, blood-thirsty ruler bent on military 
solutions, though multiplied by ten, is less valuable 
to the safety of the people than one man of wisdom. 
One counselor who respects God and obeys divine 
commands, and recommends by act and word such 
conduct for all others, is more helpful than ten war
lords. 

The teacher loudly proclaims that all men are 
peccant. The best of men will sometime do wrong 
things. If any man says that he has no sin, he is a 
liar and makes God a liar (1 John 1:8-10). Persons 
boasting sinless perfection demonstrate by their 
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bragging that God's word is not in them. 
There are times when we need to make ourselves 

blind and deaf. If we have a loyal servant or friend 
who says an unkind thing about us, we do well to ig
nore it. If we put ourselves into a defensive posture 
and in an attack mode every time someone castigates 
us, we will soon be without friends and in individual 
misery. Our ally, who loves us, will sometimes make 
a harsh criticism of us. Pay no attention to it. Go on 
as if nothing had happened. Remember that you, 
too, have in an incautious moment said nasty things 
about others, even people you admire. Do not be too 
quick to take offence. Do not be thin-skinned. Do 
not "wear your feelings on your sleeve." If your ear 
is tuned to every word of censure, you will be 
wretched most of the time. 

The sermon continues: 
All this have I proved in wisdom: I said, I 
will be wise; but it was far from me. That 
which is, is far off and exceeding deep; who 
can find it out? I turned about, and my 
heart was set to know and to search out, 
and to seek wisdom and the reason of 
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things, and to know that wickedness is folly, 
and that foolishness is madness. And I find 
more bitter than death the woman whose 
heart is snares and nets, and whose hands 
are bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape 
from her; but the sinner shall be taken by 
her. Behold, this have I found, saith the 
Preacher, laying one thing to another, to 
find out the account; which my soul still 
seeketh, but I have not found: one man 
among a thousand have I found; but a 
woman among all those have I not found. 
Behold, this only have I found: that God 
made man upright; but they have sought 
out many inventions (Eccl. 7:23-29). 

Everything the preacher has said up to this point 
in the sermon is wisdom, but now he seeks to un
ravel the irregularities of life, only to discover his 
limitations. Some things are too wonderful for man. 
He may not probe the concealed laws by which God 
conducts much of the business of the universe. This· 
wise man acknowledges his ignorance. The "far off 
and exceeding deep" things are beyond the reach of 
mortals. We need not fret over the unrevealed. Un
derstanding our limitations and accepting them 
makes sense. 

The preacher turned about - traveled in an
other direction- gave up on trying to know the un
knowable - and attempted to find the "wisdom and 
the reason of things." He discovered that sin is de
ceptive. "Wickedn~ss is folly, and foolishness is mad
ness." Sin is idiocy. ·we all know that. Still, we sin! 
We make ourselves idiots! The absurdity of it cannot 
be exaggerated. We let sin make fools out of us. 

The preacher found that more distasteful than 
death is a woman who sets out to entice others to 
sin. She is doubly dangerous because of her wiles and 
endowments. She can more easily undermine and 
vandalize because of her fatal attractions. The 
wicked woman is to be shuddered at and avoided by 
all who seek to ple~se God. She is a dangerous en
emy from whom we must escape. The person whose 
breast responds to the enchantress is doomed to sin 
and be a fool, which is lunacy. The witch cannot 
work her scheme unless the sinner's heart beats with 
her heart. Femme fatale! 

Searching diligently and comparing point by 
point, the preacher found only one man in a thou
sand to be honorable, and not even that many 
women. He discovered that God made man moral, 
but the creature has worked hard and constantly to 
invent many engines of iniquity. God gave man intel-

lect and man used it to demolish himself, when he 
could have used it to honor his maker. The obscene 
inventions of man are amazing. He works hard to 
earn his own agony and loss. 

The preacher drives his point home: 

Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth 
the interpretation of a thing? A man's wis
dom m.aketh his face to shine, and the hard
ness of his face is changed. I counsel thee, 
Keep the king's command, and that in re
gard of the oath of God. Be not hasty to go 
out of his presence; persist not in an evil 
thing: for he doeth whatsoever pleaseth 
him. For the king's word hath power; and 
who may say unto him, What doest thou? 
Whoso keepeth the commandment shall 
know no evil thing; and a wise man's heart 
discerneth time and judgment: for to every 
purpose there is a time and judgment; be
cause the misery of man is great upon him: 
for he knoweth not that which shall be; for 
who can tell him how it shall be? There is 
no man that hath power over the spirit to 
retain the spirit; neither hath he power over 
the day of death; and there is no discharge 
in war: neither shall wickedness deliver him 
that is given to it (Eccl. 8: 1-8). 

The preacher declares there is no point in grum
bling and resisting. Wisdom decrees submission to 
duly formed authority. The wise person has a bright, 
happy face. He knows when to resist and he knows 
when defiance is moronic. 

God appoints that there shall be government 
(Rom. 13: 1-7). He does not appoint a particular gov
ernment, for a particular people, at a particular point 
in history, but he does ordain that society shall have 
enforceable rules and regulations. Otherwise, society 
is a donkey set for its own destruction. We cannot 
survive lawlessness. 

The preacher advises us to obey the king. The 
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exception is, of course, when the earthly king's 
edicts differ from the Heavenly King's orders. "We 
must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5 :29). If the 
rules of society do not conflict with Bible teaching, 
we keep the king's commandments. 

"Be not hasty to go out of the kings presence." A 
heavy burden is better than mutiny. Rebellion comes 
only when circumstances leave no alternative. The 
king has authority and "beareth not the sword in 
vain." It is not wise to enter hastily into an unequal 
contest. Honoring the ruler makes life easy. Defying 
the magistrate may result in forty stripes save one. 

Still, there is to every purpose time and judg
ment. If obeying the governor means insulting God, 
then the same rule of submitting to the greatest au
thority demands putting God's kingdom and his 
righteousness first. 

The time and judgment argument dictates being 
quiet even under evil rulers. If obeying the king does 
not blemish our personal piety, then to endure word
lessly is better than tasting the wrath of the jailer. 
"Keep the commandment (of the civil ruler) and feel 
no evil thing." If you do not use good judgment and 
observe conditions, then your misery will be great 
upon you. The person who does not carefully note 
the signs of the times does not know what the future 
holds and no sage can inform him. If he behaves 
foolishly, the blow will come, but he knows not 
when. 

The preacher reminds us that we also live under 
the dominion of still another tyrant. We have no 
power over the wind to control and direct it, and 
neither do we have power over death. Death, in the 
Old Testament, is the "king of terrors." Death, in the 
New Testament, has its sting removed. We do not 
know when the pale rider will make his unan
nounced visit, but we do know that "it is appointed 
unto man once to die." 

Our victory in Jesus makes the thought of death 
pale into unimportance. It is a small and insignificant 
thing because Jesus came out of the grave. He prom
ises "all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth." We must die, but the right
eous do not fear it. Still, we are under the authority 
of this inevitable end of human flesh. 

You cannot get out from under the rule of the 
king nor the control of death. When the battle is hot, 
there is no discharge from the army. Every soldier is 
pressed into service and none is given respite. The 
rest comes when the battle is over and done. The 
crown of life is promised to those who are "faithful 
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unto death" and come from the war with shields 
undented and swords unsheathed to lay their tro
phies down at Jesus' feet. We will one day exchange 
the cross for a crown. 

Wickedness is also unrelenting and will not 
voluntarily release his hold on the hapless sinner. If 
you are given to iniquity, you are its slave (Rom. 
6:16). 

All this have I seen, and applied my heart 
unto every work that is done under the sun: 
there is a time wherein one man hath power 
over another to his hurt. So I saw the 
wicked buried, and they came to the grave; 
and they that had done right went away 
from the holy place, and were forgotten in 
the city: this also is vanity. Because sentence 
against an evil work is not executed speed
ily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is 
fully set in them to do evil. Though a sinner 
do evil a hundred times, and prolong his 
days, yet surely I know that it shall be well 
with them that fear God, that fear before 
him: but it shall not be well with the 
wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, 
which are as a shadow; because he feareth 
not before God (Eccl. 8:9-13). 

The preacher studied the matter thoughtfully 
and came to the conclusion that when one man per
secutes another it works to the hurt of both. The op
pressor and the oppressed suffer. He noted that the 
wicked rich may be buried with pomp and show but 
are just as dead as the righteous poor. They may have 
once done right but went away from the holy place 
and now lie forgotten in their narrow house. 

We lie down in death with "patriarchs of the in-
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fant world -with kings - the powerful of the earth 
- the wise, the good, fair forms, and hoary seers of 
ages past, all in one mighty sepulcher." At death our 
earthly form will "mix forever with the elements; to 
be a brother to the insensible rock, and to the slug
gish clod, which the rude swain turns with his share, 
and treads upon." Death is the great equalizer. The 
blessed dead in Christ can be sure that "their works 
follow with them" (Rev. 14:13). 

Here is another form of craziness. Because the 
evil person is not immediately struck down in the 
midst of his iniquity, his heart is set on sin. If every 
liar, like Ananias and Sapphira, were to fall dead as 
soon as the lie was in their mouth, there would be no 
living liars. That's true of all sin. If this rule was in
variably applied, the earth would be denuded of 
people, for "all sin and fall short of the glory of 
God." Therefore sentence against an evil work is not 
executed speedily and, dumb as a dove, man puts his 
hand to corruption, deliberately ignorant that a day 
of final judgment comes. Man, set on sin, consoles 
himself with the thought that the time of accounting 
is far away. 

A sinner may seem to get away with his evil a 
hundred times, but the long arm of justice will some 
day overtake him. Reckoning time may be far away, 
but it is not escapable. Doom comes at last! The only 
persons who can rest easy are those who "fear God, 
that fear before him." In spite of appearances, it will 
be well with the righteous in the long run. "The un
godly are not so, but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away." "It shall not be well with the 
wicked ... because he feareth not before God." 

His days shall not be prolonged, but are as a 
fleeting shadow. The preacher emphasizes the impor
tance of fearing God, for to fear him is to keep his 
commandments. 

There is a vanity which is done upon the 
earth, that there are righteous men unto 
whom it happeneth according to the work 
of the wicked; again, there are wicked men 
to whom it happeneth according to the 
work of the righteous: I said that this also is 
vanity. Then I commended mirth, because a 
man hath no better thing under the sun, 
than to eat, and to drink, and to be joyful: 
for that shall abide with him in his labor all 
the days of his life which God hath given 
him under the sun (Eccl. 8:14-15). 

The vanity is that the good often suffer the pen
alty due the wicked; and the wicked often reap the 
reward due the righteous. This also is folly, says the 

preacher. The working of divine providence is in
soluble. The mystery may not be known. The law 
that directs God's moral government of the universe 
is unfathomable. 

The advisement of the teacher is, "Don't worry 
about things over which you have no control." Do 
right, and accept any consequence. Enjoy the lawful 
pleasures God provides. "Eat, drink and be joyful." 
He is not promoting veiled Epicureanism. He does 
not commend a licentious life. He is simply saying 
that God has given us simple, lawful pleasures, and 
we need to make use of them. God expects us to be 
happy and therefore commands us to rejoice (Phil. 
4:4). If we earn our living and shelter our heads in 
righteousness, we can expect contentment. Be holy 
as God is holy. Eat, drink, and be joyful. 

When I applied my heart to know wisdom, 
and to see the business that is done upon 
the earth (for also there is that neither day 
nor night seeth sleep with his eyes), then I 
beheld all the work of God, that man can
not find out the work that is done under the 
sun: because however much a man labor to 
seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea 
moreover, though a wise man think to 
know it, yet shall he not be able to find it 
(Eccl. 8: 16-17). 

Though we work at it with sleepless eyes, we 
cannot trace with our finger the providence of God. 
The wisest of the wise who think to know it, "yet 
shall he not be able to find it." 

CONCLUSION: Fear God and keep his com
mandments for this is your whole duty. 
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(We print the following information because it may aid those who are seeking to counsel and strengthen 
some struggling with addiction to illegal drugs; also to make you aware of internet sources that may supply 
additional valuable information.) 

New National Survey 
on Youth Substance Abuse 

Current illicit drug use among teens is continu
ing to decline, according to a new report by 
the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration (SAMHSA) that shows en
couraging signs that parents are stepping up and talk
ing to their teens about the dangers of drug use. 
Among youth ages 12-17, the 2007 National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health, the Nation's largest sub
stance use survey, shows that the significant decline in 
overall past month illicit drug use that began in 2002 
continued through 2007, from 11.6 percent to 9.5 
percent. The study also shows positive signs that teens 
are seeing the dangers of abusing prescription drugs 
and methamphetamine and are pushing back. 

The survey, released today at the start of the 19th 
Annual National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recov
ery Month, shows that the reductions in youth drug 
use occurred for nearly every type of illicit drug in
cluding marijuana, cocaine, hallucinogens, LSD, and 
Ecstasy. The survey also shows dramatic declines in 
meth use, down by 67 percent (from 0.3o/o to 0.1%) 
and prescription drug abuse among teens, which de
clined overall by 18 percent, from 4 percent to 3.3 
percent between 2002-2007. Both declines come in 
the wake of Federal efforts by the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy's National Youth Anti-Drug 
Media Campaign to raise awareness of the dangers 
of these specific drugs across communities. 

The ONDCP's anti-meth campaign continues this 
week with the launch of a new Open Letter advertise
ment, "Rebuild Mter Meth," highlighting the message 
that meth treatment is available and works. The ad 
appears nationally today and next week in USA Today 
and runs in 62 newspapers in 18 states, as well 
as regional insertions in national magazines through
out the rest of September. A customizable version 
of this Open Letter (http://www.theantidrug.com/ 
openletter/Rebuild-After-Meth.pdf) is available for 
you to use in your communities, along with other 
meth resources. 
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Alarmingly, despite the decline in overall pre
scription drug abuse, as a class of drugs, the abuse of 
these drugs continues to have more past year new us
ers than any other class. In 2007, there were 2.5 mil
lion past year initiates of this class of drug compared 
to 2.1 million initiates of marijuana, the next most 
initiated drug in 2007. When used correctly and un
der the care of a health provider, prescription drugs 
provide many benefits. But there are serious health 
consequences to abusing these drugs or combining 
them with alcohol or other drugs, as many teens do. 

That's why it's imperative that we continue our 
efforts to alert and educate parents - and teens - to 
the dangers of abusing prescription drugs. Here's 
how your community can take action: 

Downloading. Important prescription drug and 
meth materials can be downloaded directly from 
Media Campaign Web sites. Resources such as the 
Rx Brochure for parents, the CADCA Strategizer 
on Rx/OTC, and customizable open letters are avail
able to download at the Media Campaign's on
line section for community groups, coalitions, and 
non-profit organizations: www. TheAntiDrug.com/ 
Resources. All anti-meth customizable Open Let
ter ads are available at www. TheAntiDrug.com/ 
OpenLetter/#Meth. Also, the "Life After Meth" 
photo exhibit and other vibrant color print ads can 
be accessed at www.MethResources.gov. 

Learning. www. TheAntiDrug.com provides a 
wealth of advice for parents and adult influencers on 
keeping teens drug-free, including information about 
how to more effectively monitor teens. 

Ordering. For additional strategies on keeping 
teens drug-free, take advantage of the Media 
Campaign's FREE RESOURCES by visiting http:// 
www.TheAntiDrug.com/Resources or calling 1-800-
788-2800. 

Signing Up. Encourage parents in your commu
nity to sign up for TheAntiDrug.com's Parenting 
Tips e-Newsletter, a regular e-mail notification 



with advice and strategies to help keep teenagers 
healthy and drug-free: http://www. TheAntiDrug. 
com/Newsletter.asp. 

The new NSDUH survey also shows that from 
2002 to 2007 there were declines in the rate of cur
rent drug use in nearly every category among 12-17-
year-olds. Current marijuana use among this age 
group declined from 8.2 percent in 2002 to 6.7 per
cent in 2007. Most of this decline occurred between 
2002 and 2005, when the rate reached 6.8 percent. 
The level of alcohol use also dropped among those 
aged 12 to 17, from 17.6 percent in 2002 to 15.9 
percent in 2007. 

Download the complete survey findings from the 
SAMHSA Web site: http://oas.samhsa.gov/ 
NSDUHlatest.htm. ANTI-DRUG UPDATE (formerly 
Media Campaign FLASH) is your source for the latest 

news on the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Cam
paign. Feel free to forward this information to 
your community partners and announce this informa
tion on your Web site or in your organizational news
letter. Sign up for the ANTI-DRUG UPDATE here: 
http://www.theantidrug.com/resources/form.aspx. 
Free materials from the Media Campaign are available 
to distribute in your community by visiting 
www.TheAntiDrug.com/Resources or calling (800) 
788-2800. 

ABOUT THE MEDIA CAMPAIGN: Since its in
ception in 1998, the National Youth Anti-Drug Me
dia Campaign has been authorized by Congress to 
reduce and prevent teen drug use. For more informa
tion on the ONDCP National Youth Anti-Drug Me
dia Campaign, visit www.MediaCampaign.org. 

FF 

Homosexuals and Mental Health 

[

NDON - A new study in the United King
dom has revealed that homosexuals are about 
r5 0% more likely to suffer from depression and 

engage in substance abuse than the rest of the popu
lation, reports Health24.com. 

Mter analyzing 25 earlier studies on sexual ori
entation and mental health, researchers, in a study 
published in the medical journal BMC Psychiatry, 
also found that the risk of suicide jumped over 200% 
if an individual had engaged in a homosexual 
lifestyle. 

These findings strongly support the results of 
similar studies conducted in the United States, which 
have unveiled the severe physical and psychological 
health risks associated with homosexual behavior. 
Drs. Paul and Kirk Cameron of the Family Research 
Institute revealed in 2007 that research shows that 
the lifespan of a homosexual is on average 24 years 
shorter than that of a heterosexual. As a health 
threat, even smoking pales in comparison, as studies 
show smoking can shorten one's life by only 1 to 7 
years on average. 

While the Health 24 article suggested that homo
sexuals may be pushed to substance abuse and sui
cide because of anti-homosexual cultural and family 
pressures, empirical tests have shown that there is no 
difference in homosexual health risk depending on 

the level of tolerance in a particular environment. 
Homosexuals in the United States and Denmark -
the latter of which is acknowledged to be highly tol
erant of homosexuality - both die on average in 
their early SO's, or in their 40's if AIDS is the cause 
of death. The average age for all residents in either 
country ranges from the mid-to-upper-70s. 

Dr. Rick Fitzgibbons, a psychiatrist and member 
of the Catholic Medical Association, says there is evi
dence that homosexuality is itself a manifestation of 
a psychological disorder accompanied by a host of 
mental health problems, including "major depres
sion, suicidal ideation and attempts, anxiety disor
ders, substance abuse, conduct disorder, low self-es
teem in males and sexual promiscuity with an inabil
ity to maintain committed relationships." 

Fitzgibbons said the American Psychological As
sociation, which is known for its support of homo
sexual "marriage," ignored the evidence he pre
sented that homosexuality presents significant dan
ger to psychological health. 

(Footnotes) 
I http://www.theantidrug.com/openletter/Rebuild-After-Meth.pdf 
2 www. TheAnti Drug.com/Resources.gov 
3 http://www.TheAntiDrug.com/Resources or call 1-800-788-2800. 
.. http://www.theantidrug.com/resources/form.aspx. FF 
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Potpourri •.. 
Do you remember "Blue Laws?" Well, things 

have changed. We don't have blue laws any 
more. Blue laws were due to religious prin

ciples and were an attempt to legislate morality. 
Blue Laws worked pretty good, too, being en

forced to keep ungodly conduct from being flashed 
in the face of decent people. They drove filth into 
the back alley and behind the closed door. 

The difference between America under Blue Law 
and America without such law is broad and wide and 
deep. Our nation has changed and not for the better. 
Not all change is good and some of it is downright 
bad. If all proposed change were to be filtered 
through the ethical standards of divine law, then so
ciety would be better than it is without guidance 
from its Maker. 

"God bless America, land that I love; stand be
side her, and guide her, through the night with a light 
from above." 

This column is an effort to call attention to the 
lax morals of a nation whose people are in danger of 
the consequence of being indifferent to God and his 
word. 

"Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies 
should be dishonored among themselves." 

So, here we go on another wild ride with Mister 
Toad. 

Homosexuallelafionships 
• Homosexual relationships can "reflect the love 

of God" in a way that is comparable to marriage, ac
cording to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams. 

In a series of letters from 2000 and 2001, when 
he was still archbishop of Wales, Williams wrote that 
scriptural prohibitions against homosexuality, such 
as those in Leviticus, were addressed "to heterosexu
als looking for sexual variety in their experience". 

In the correspondence, an exchange with an evan
gelical Christian, Williams argued that ~assages 
criticising homosexual activity were not at~ed at 
people who were gay by nature, The Guardtan re
ports. 

'1\n active sexual relationship between two people 
of the same sex might therefore reflect the love of God 

in a way comparable to marriage, if and only if it had 
about it the same character of absolute covenanted 
faithfulness. " 

He also expressed his optimism that the church 
might change its stance on homosexuality. 

Shower Rights 
• Pigs have been granted shower rights and ham

sters cannot be kept alone under a new law in Swit
zerland that governs the treatment of domestic ani
mals. 

The new requirements went into effect Septem
ber 1, 2008, according to an Agence France-Presse re
port, and detail the treatment of animals including 
pets, farm animals or those used in scientific experi
mentation. 

For example, AFP reported, unwanted goldfish 
no longer can be disposed of down the toilet unless 
they first are knocked out and then killed. And fish
ermen now are forbidden to do catch-and-release 
fishing. 

The requirement that hamsters cannot be kept 
alone also applies to more exotics animals including 
lamas and alpacas, as well as sheep and goats, which 
by the new law must have at least "a visual contact 
with their fellows," the report said. 
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Dog owners must take classes to learn how to 
raise their pets to be less likely to bite and owners 
who wish to "customize" their pets cannot have tails 
or ears cropped. 

And the report said pigs - sometimes appearing 
to be the happiest rolling around in the mud - now 
have a legal right to a shower (WorldNet Daily, Sept 
1, 2008). 

Violent 
• A federal investigation of a Saudi-funded 

school reveals that its textbooks condone violence 
against apostates, adulterers, and polytheists, but the 
State Department has said it has no plans to close the 
Virginia-based Islamic Saudi Academy. It came under 
scrutiny last year when the U.S. Commission on In
ternational Religious Freedom recommended it close 
until the Saudi government kept its promise to excise 
textbook passages promoting violence. The school 
and Saudi embassy refused to give the commission 
textbook copies, but the panel collected 17 text
books containing passages that justify intolerance, 
violence, and murder (World, July 2008). 

Poor faste 
• VAN NUYS, Calif. (KABC)- A woman was 

thrown out of a Van Nuys Social Security office for 
what was written on her T-shirt. 

Lapriss Gilbert said she was kicked out of the 
federal building in Van Nuys because of her 
"Lesbian.com" T-shirt. Gilbert says it began when 
she walked in the door, then was ejected by a secu
rity guard. The guard told Gilbert the shirt was of
fensive. 
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"He escorted me out of the building. He opened 
the door, and so I had to leave," said Lapriss Gilbert. 

Daughter and mother plan to sue, alleging a vio
lation of civil rights. 

Joke 
• The Sunday School teacher was explaining 

how Lot's wife looked back and turned into a pillar 
of salt. A boy in the class, raised his hand and said, 
"My mother was driving and when she looked back 
she turned into a telephone pole." (Please accept my 
apologies.) 

Hmmmmm 
• A lady was mailing a family Bible to her 

brother. "Is there anything breakable in here?" asked 
the Postal clerk. 

Bear in tile Park 
• According to the Dailey Telegraph, "Dutch 

council officials will permit homosexual activity in 
public areas" of Amsterdam's Vondelpark, though 
Alderman Paul van Grieken stressed that "condoms 
must always be cleared away" and the sex can only 
occur at night and away from playgrounds. Unleased 
dogs, however, remain strictly forbidden. Why? As 
van Grieken explains, "Research shows that many 
people find this disturbing" (Weekly Standard). 

Homosexual Marriage 
• A judge has thrown out the first direct legal 

challenge to the New York governor's move to rec
ognize same-sex marriages performed in other states, 
calling the policy a legally allowable stand for fair
ness. 

A decision by gay couples to wed represents "a 
personal expression of emotional devotion, support 
and interdependence and a public commitment," 
state Supreme Court Judge Lucy Billings wrote in a 
decision issued Tuesday. "With that validity, they ex
pect equal treatment with other married couples." 

Thousands of homoosexual New Yorkers over 
the next few years are expected to make use of Mas
sachusetts' recent decision to let out-of-state gay 
couples marry there. The Christian legal organiza
tion that brought the New York case said it would 
appeal, while gay-rights and civil-liberties groups 
hailed the ruling as strengthening legal support for 
same-sex couples. 

In a statement, Gov. David Paterson called it "a 
wise and fair determination." 

Same-sex couples cannot marry in New York, 
and the state's highest court has said only the Legis-



lature has the authority to change that. But 
Paterson's counsel told state agencies in May that a 
recent state appellate court ruling required them to 
recognize gay marriages legally performed elsewhere 
or risk discrimination claims. 

The directive prompted a lawsuit from the Alli
ance Defense Fund, an Arizona-based group that has 
repeatedly challenged attempts to extend spousal 
rights to gay couples in New York. Several Republi
can state senators had signed onto the latest suit. 

The alliance is involved in cases around the 
country that concern gay marriage, abortion, school 
prayer and other social issues. It already had several 
ongoing cases over attempts to extend spousal rights 
to gay couples in New York. 

Attorneys for the alliance have said it opposes 
gay marriage in general, but the group's case against 
Paterson focused on what it saw as overstepping his 
constitutional authority. 

The alliance argued that recognizing out-of-state 
gay marriages was up to the Legislature, not the gov
ernor, and that legislators hadn't moved toward such 
recognition. 

The Democratic governor's lawyers noted that 
lawmakers hadn't expressly barred it, either, despite 
several proposals. 

The judge agreed, calling the policy a "permis
sible, if not mandated, step toward the objective of 
equality for a group for whom legal as well as practi
cal barriers to equality persist." She also said refusing 
to respect a same-sex marriage conducted elsewhere 
is "antithetical to family stability." 

Alliance Defense Fund lawyer Jim Campbell said 
the judge's decision made New York subject to other 
states' choices on same-sex marriage. He challenged 
her holding that New York's Legislature had "con
spicuously" declined to act on honoring out-of-state 
gay weddings. 

"If you define marriage for yourself and some
thing from somewhere else conflicts with your defi
nition of marriage, it's redundant and unnecessary to 
declare that you're not going to recognize that out
of-state (policy)," he said. 

Lambda Legal, a gay rights group that entered the 
case on behalf of two female state employees who 
married in Canada, said the judge's decision amplified 
"a steady drumbeat of courts recognizing long-stand
ing New York law as it applies to same-sex couples." 

The governor's office said Tuesday that it is un
aware of any other pending legal challenges. The 
policy has already been implemented. 

Massachusetts and California are the only states 
that allow gay marriages. Out-of-state gay couples 
were unable to marry in Massachusetts until the July 
31 repeal of a nearly century-old ban on any mar
riage that would be illegal in a couple's home state. 

Some other states let same-sex couples enter into 
civil unions offering some of marriage's legal advan
tages. 

In New York, marriage is accompanied by more 
than 1,300 rights and duties, according to a tally by 
the gay-rights group Empire State Pride Agenda. The 
rights are as broad as protections against having to 
testify against a spouse and as specific as public hous
ing priority for veterans' widows. 

(We have presented this lengthy treatment of 
same-sex marriage in New York state because of the 
threat to Bible marriage it represents. If the American 
people do not demand that the nation's leaders up
hold the sanctity of marriage as defined in holy writ, 
we may be overcome and buried in profound 
oblivion. The misguided attempt to embrace diversity 
in marriage has within in it the seeds of destruction. 
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"For the invisible things of him since the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being perceived through 
the things that are made, even his everlasting power 
and divinity; that they may be without excuse.) 

"[B]ecause that, knowing God, they glorified him 
not as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in 
their reasonings, and their senseless heart was dark
ened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God 
for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and 
of birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 
Wherefore God gave them up in the lusts of their 
hearts unto uncleanness, that their bodies should be 
dishonored among themselves: for that they ex
changed the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave 
them up unto vile passions: for their women changed 
the natural use into that which is against nature: and 
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, men 
with men working unseemliness, and receiving in 
themselves that recompense of their error which was 
due. And even as they refused to have God in their 
knowledge, God gave them up unto a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being 
filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetous
ness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, de
ceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, hateful to 
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil 
things, disobedient to parents, without understand
ing, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, un
merciful: who, knowing the ordinance of God, that 
they that practise such things are worthy of death, not 
only do the same, but also consent with them that 
practise them" (Rom 1:20-32). 
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Muslims Condemn Censorship 
• Muslim students on the campus of the Univer

sity of Southern California have condemned a school 
decision to take down certain hadiths- or sayings 
of Muhammad- that called for dead Jews and had 
been posted on a student group's website. 

"We are outraged at the censorship of a complete 
religious and classic text without consulting us or 
any religious authority first," the Muslim Student 
Union said in a prepared statement. "The 'compen
dium' is now incomplete. There are verses in many 
religious texts (be it the Torah or the New Testa
ment) that when taken out of context can be taken as 
offensive." 

The decision to order the hadiths taken down 
from a site run by the Muslim Student Association, a 
separate organization, was made by Provost C.L. 
Max Nikias, according to a report today in the stu
dent newspaper, the Daily Trojan (WorldNetDaily). 

Protesters Beclfled, Arrested, Jailed 

• The allegations in the case sound like a Third 
World dictatorship: Police officers talk over before 
the arrests what charges they'll use, there are no ex
planations when the arrests are made, the suspects are 
denied access to legal counsel while in custody, and 
cops subject suspects to semi-public strip-searches. 

Only this was in Bel Air, Md., and the pro-life 
protesters subjected to the treatment now have 
brought a legal action against the officers and town 
for violating their Constitutional rights. 

"The truth of the matter is that our clients were 
heckled, arrested, imprisoned, shackled, and strip
searched twice for exercising their First Amendment 
rights," said attorney Daniel Cox, who is allied with 
the Alliance Defense Fund is serving as local counsel. 
"No excuse exists for how our young clients were 
treated." 

The lawsuit accuses Bel Air, seven police officials 
and Harford County of violating the rights of 18 
pro-life advocates who were arrested when they held 
signs and shared their message along a public street. 
Those arrested included three young women who 
faced repeated strip-searches while being cited for 
loitering, disorderly conduct and failure to obey This 
incident paints an ugly picture of the state of reli
gious freedom and free speech in American today," 
Kevin Theriot, ADF senior counsel, said. "The state 
shouldn't prosecute Christians for expressing their 
beliefs on important social issues, nor deny them 
their constitutional rights" ( WorldNetDaily ). 



Twin Brothers. 

• A 23-year-old man was stabbed in his neck and 
stomach with a can opener while fighting with his 
brother over who would get to have sex with a pros
titute first, according to an Atlanta police report. 

The bloodied twin, Christopher Jones, was taken 
to Grady Memorial Hospital in stable condition, the 
report said. 

His brother, Christian Jones, ran from a south
west Atlanta apartment with the female prostitute, 
the report said. 

The incident happened shortly before 8 p.m. on 
Aug. 28. 

Someone from the apartment, located in the 500 
block of Cleveland Avenue, called 911 and hung up, 
the report said. 

When an officer showed up, Christopher Jones 
came outside covered in blood with a white T-shirt 
tied around his neck, the report said. 

"My twin brother did this to me," Jones said, ac
cording to the report. "My twin did this" (The At
lanta journal-Constitution). 

lpisropalians lighting 
• The bishop of the Convocation of Anglicans in 

North America says leaders of The Episcopal Church 
are increasingly intolerant towards those with whom 
they disagree. 

According to Bishop Martyn Minns, division 
within the Anglican Communion - which he argues 
was caused by liberal leaders in The Episcopal 
Church - is widespread and painful. However, 
Minns says it is vital to stand for truth, even if church 
officials do not advocate traditional, biblical values. 

That has meant that some churches, which have 
broken away from The Episcopal Church, have been 
sued by denominational leaders who want to keep 
valuable property, sanctuaries, and other buildings. 
Recently in Virginia, The Episcopal Church and the 
Diocese of Virginia lost a case to 11 Anglican congre
gations who were breaking from the denomination 
but wanted to keep their properties. 

The Virginia Division Statute, according to 
the Convocation of Anglicans in North America 
(CANA), "recognizes the right of a congregation to 
keep its property when a majority votes to disaffiliate 
from a divided denomination." The judge in the case 
ruled that The Episcopal Church and the Diocese did 
not assert their claims to the 11 properties in a timely 
manner. 

"[The judge] ruled very clearly that our congre-

gations are able to rely on the Virginia Division Stat
ute in order to keep our church property," explains 
Jim Oakes, vice-chairman of the Anglican District of 
Virginia. "[The Episcopal Church] and the Diocese 
have never owned any of the properties and their 
names do not appear on deeds to the property." 

While Oakes laments that the litigation has done 
nothing to "spread the Good News of Jesus Christ," 
Bishop Minns believes the fight is worth it. 

"Each situation is different. Some congregations 
have got the resources to defend themselves; others 
haven't. Some live in states where the legal structure 
is helpful; some [do] not. So there's no one-size-fits
all," Minns explains. "We basically look at it [as] this 
is really a matter of stewardship. What is the best 
way in which we can get on with the work of the 
gospel in our own particular context?" The judge] 
ruled very clearly that our congregations are able to 
rely on the Virginia Division Statute in order to keep 

Revelation - class books 
Revelation: Certain Victory in Jesus 

by Lewis G. Hale 
Introductory comments on each chapter, followed by 
questions. Suggestions of possible interpretations and 
their significance for us are included. 
BCLG01 47 pgs .................................................... $1.95 

A Comprehensive Study of The Revelation 
by Elam B. Kuykendall 
Students study the Bible for the answers to the 
workbook questions. Number of questions on each 
chapter are based on chapter content, no filler 
questions. Variety of types of questions: completion, 
true/false, matching, vocabulary builders help with 
difficult words. Test sheets throughout book. Compre
hensive test at the end of each book. BCUY01 .. $2.75 

Revelation by Paul Sain 
Revelation consists of 7 parallel sections, each 
spanning the Christian age from a different perspective. 
The 7 sections can be grouped into 2 major divisions: 
Ch. 1-11, The church persecuted by the world; Ch. 12-
22, Behind the scenes of the persecution to see Satan 
at work: beast of sea (government persecution, ch. 13), 
beast of earth (false teaching, ch. 13), great harlot 
(worldliness, ch. 17). A lengthy introduction of the book 
and additional sources for information included. Rather 
than a directed study of each chapter, a proposed 
lesson plan is given for a 13-week study. 
BCAS55 20 pgs .................................................... $3.60 

Revelation by James Meadows 
This guide for an adult Bible class contains a lengthy 
introduction with statements from sources acknowl
edged in the bibliography to the Introduction. Each of 
the 26 lessons has a number of general questions. The 
format of this workbook is designed to provoke more 
study on the part of the teacher and students. 
BCAK26 61 pgs .................................................... $5.50 
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our church property," explains Jim Oakes, vice
chairman of the Anglican District of Virginia. "[The 
Episcopal Church] and the Diocese have never 
owned any of the properties and their names do not 
appear on deeds to the property." 

While Oakes laments that the litigation has done 
nothing to "spread the Good News of Jesus Christ," 
Bishop Minns believes the fight is worth it. 

"Each situation is different. Some congregations 
have got the resources to defend themselves; others 
haven't. Some live in states where the legal structure 
is helpful; some [do] not. So there's no one-size-fits
all," Minns explains. "We basically look at it [as] this 
is really a matter of stewardship. What is the best 
way in which we can get on with the work of the 
gospel in our own particular context?" 

Aggrivated Pornography 
• A federal jury has convicted a suburban Phila

delphia man who produced thousands of images of 
himself abusing children as young as 3 months old. 

Forty-one-year-old John Jackey Worman is guilty 
on more than 50 charges of child pornography. 

Jurors announced their verdict Wednesday after
noon. They had started deliberations late Tuesday. 

Worman had cameras mounted in the bathroom 
of a friend who baby-sat children in her suburban 
home. He made the videotapes over a three-year pe
riod between 2003 and 2006, capturing children as 
they undressed and showered at the sitter's home. 
Prosecutors say he also sexually abused eight other 
children. 
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Authors: Laura Elliott, 
Hannah Colley, Allison Boyd, 
Heather Baker, Lyndsay Pierce, 
Heather Sparks, Lora Turner, and 
Genevieve Ormon. 

A heart-to-heart Bible study by eight Christian girls. 
Choices-entertainment, dress, speech, dating, 
purity, dancing, worship, evolution-all about 
righteous living. Side notes promote class 
discussion and service activities. 13 chapters, 
0929540522, 159 pgs. pback 
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The jury is now set to begin deliberating the case 
of co-defendant Dorothy Prawdzik. Prosecutors say 
she posed children in front of the hidden cameras. 

Ultimate Taboo 
• The founder of Movieguide, a top film-rating 

organization in Hollywood, is joining a growing call 
for a boycott of two new movies that feature pedo
philia, warning of the dangers that come with themes 
involving sex with children. 

"These despicable movies promote pedophilia, 
whether intentionally or unintentionally," said Ted 
Baehr, known for his Christian Film & Television 
Commission work. "There should be a massive pub
lic outcry against them. The inclusion of children in 
sexually explicit films is inappropriate. There also is 
no excuse for the authorities to allow such material 
to be shown publicly." 

Baehr cited "Hounddog," a movie featuring a 
scene portraying the rape of actress Dakota Fanning, 
filmed when she was 12, and "Towelhead," which 
features 18-year-old actress Summer Bishil playing a 
13-year-old Arab-American girl who portrays a 
"sexual obsession," experiences "grooming" and 
other scenes. 

Under the headline "Child Pornography is Going 
Mainstream," on the website of the Concerned 
Women for America, Donna Miller, a chapter leader 
in the Fayetteville, N.C., area and director of the No 
More Child Porn Campaign, also said those who are 
concerned by the film's representation by Fanning of 
"a nine-year-old that is raped by a man in his late 
teens, after he tricks her into dancing naked," should 
protest to authorities. 

"We cannot have a society that is destroying chil
dren" (WorldNetDaily). 

Melee Over Dress Code 
• A dispute about the dress code for girls at Sayre 

High School in West Philadelphia erupted into a 
brawl and ended with the arrests of 20 students. 

The incident began about 9:45a.m. when police 
officers assigned to the school at 58th and Walnut 
Streets told a group of girls that their attire did not 
meet the dress code, said Fernando Gallard, spokes
man for the Philadelphia School District. 

Inside the school, meanwhile, an argument began 
at the station where authorities scan identifications, 
Gallard said. 

"We're serious about controlling the climate at 
the school and if we see anyone disrupt that climate, 
we're going to act accordingly," Gallard said. "If 



criminal charges are warranted, than we're going to 
pursue them. " 

Lt. Frank Vanore, spokesman for th e Philade l
phia Police Department, sa id th at when the girls 
were stopped, " they decided they were going to 
force entry." 

At least two police officers assigned to the school 
then got into a physical confrontation w ith the stu
dents. Those office rs called for backup as other stu
dents jumped in and schoo l employees intervened. 

District officers rushed to the school to help dis
perse the unruly crowd, Vanore said. Two o ffice rs 
where punched and hit during the confrontation. 

There were n o injuries reported, but police did 
arrest 15 boys and five girl s. Two were charged with 
assault on police, one was charged w ith assault on a 
police officer and the 17 others were charged with 
disorderly conduct, police said. 

Episcopal Church 
• Leaders of the U.S. Ep iscopal Church voted o n 

Thursday to defrock a bishop who has been a leader 
among dissidents opposed to the ascendancy of gays 
in the church and a critic of other issues involving 
liberal scriptural interpretatio n. 

The H ouse of Bishops of the 2.4-millio n-member 

A•·chaeology 
and the Old Testament 
by A lfred J . Hoerth 
Offers the most current archaeological 
information related to the Old Testament. 
After exploring the nature of archaeology 
and the archaeologist's task, Hoerth 
surveys the entire Old Testament, pointing 
out the relevant archaeological material and 
explaining how it enriches biblical studies. 
Over 250 illustrative items: charts, photo
graphs, line drawings, and maps. 
0-8010-1129-9 Hardback, 448 pgs. 

$49.99 plus $7.50 s&h 

Archaeology 
and the New Testament 
by John McRay 
Noting the very latest finds and techniques, 
a leading archaeologist explores what is 
now known of the New Testament world and 
what archaeology can and cannot tel l us 
about it. 0-8010-6267-5 
Hardback, 432 pgs. 

$49.99 plus $7.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 • jprophet@quik.com 

U.S. branch of th e global Anglican Communion said 
its members meeting in Utah has voted 88-35 tore
move Bishop Robe rt Duncan, head of the Diocese of 
Pirrsburgh, Pennsy lvania, from the ordained min is
try. 

Over the years Duncan has been a lead ing ortho
dox di ssident and an organizer of those who have 
been at odds with the U.S. chu rch since 2003 when 
the Episcopal Church consecrated Gene Robinson of 
New H ampshire as the firs t bishop in more than four 
centuries of church history known to be in an openly 
gay relationship. 

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, head 
o f the U.S . branch of the 77-mill ion-member world
wide Anglican church, said th e bishops had con
cluded that Duncan's actions constituted an "aban
donment of the communio n of this church" and that 
"he should be deposed." 

The actio n came just weeks before Duncan's di o
cese was to vote o n w hether to bolt from the U.S. 
church and place itself under the jurisdic tion of a 
conservative South American Anglican primate. A 
diocese in California earlier became the first Episco
pal diocese to defect and others are considering the 
same action. 

The Episcopal bishops, in the middle of a th ree
day meeting in Sa lt Lake C ity, said their vote to de
pose Duncan was "based o n the evidence of Bishop 
Duncan's record of actions and statements, and was 
the culmination of a process that began in 2007." 

Duncan has been a leader in organizing Episco
pal dissidents into a new structure outside the juris
diction of the present U.S. church. 

T hursday's vote furt her fragmented the U.S. 
church, w hich is already beset by divisions over the 
role of gays, the blessing of same-sex marriages and 
other issues of scriptural inter pretation. It has al
ready led to legal disputes involving ch urch property 
-some of it h istoric and worth millions of dollars. 

The Anglican Communion is a federation of na
tional churches with no strong hierarchical authority 
as exists in the Roman Catholic church. 

Bishop Gary Lillibridge of West Texas said "As 
difficult as this decision is for me and many others in 
o ur Church, it is important to realize that the deci
sion .. . was not based on the theological convictions 
of Bishop Duncan, bur rather on the evidence pre
sented regarding statements and actions conce rning 
moves to take the Diocese of Pittsburgh our of the 
Episcopal Church." 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

OHending a Brother 

Question: When one Christian has sinned against So, if both are aware of the offense, and both are 
another, who is supposed to go to whom? attuned to scripture, they will each initiate steps to 

A nswer: They should meet one another halfway, bring about reconciliation . 
..t'1each on the way to see the other. In real life, however, this ideal rarely occurs. 

In Matthew 5, Jesus puts the responsibility on Once someone discussed with me a wrong he felt 
the one who has created the offense: "So if you are a brother had done to him. I pointed him to Mat-
offering your gift at the altar and there remember thew 18 and to the steps there, beginning with, "Go 
that your brother has something against you, leave and tell him his fault between you and him alone." 
your gift there before the altar and go. First be rec- He responded, "Oh, this is not big enough for 
onciled to your brother, and then come and offer that." 
your gift" (Matt. 5 :23-24). My reply was that, if it is not big enough to fol-

In Matthew 18, the responsibility is vested in the low the Lord's procedure about, then it is too little 
one who was offended: "If your brother sins against to dwell on or think about. 
you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him Sometimes the one causing the offense may have 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your done so unintentionally, and may not know, there-
brother" (Matt. 18:15). fore, that offense was taken. Or, often there are feel-
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Denominational 
Doctrines 
by Jerry Moffitt 

This is a short series of brief biblical, argumentation ar
ticles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or any Chris
tian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, too. It can 
be read straight through or used as a reference book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine. " 

!t also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
merrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship,. Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, ts the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 

$26.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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ings involved based on past offenses, real or imag-
ined, that so exacerbate the effect of the offense that 
one party or other may feel it is pointless to try to 
reconcile. 

In cases like these, someone needs to show extra 
patience and compassion. 

If we find ourselves involved in such situations , 
we ought to be the ones to show the extra patience 
and compassion needed. 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 

Truth for Today Commentary 

· -Psalms 51-89-
-By Eddie Cloer, D.Min.-. 

An exegesis and application of the Holy Scriptures 
722 pgs • hardback 

$29.95 
plus $5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

-Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (1/1. mi. east of 1-35) 
-Ohio-

Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Conley, Luther, 
Na1-vaez Debate 1995 Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, 
99701. (907) 456-4921. Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 

West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 The complete text (including charts) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
373-5583 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44111 Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by Lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old· 
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard and 
Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 ~ .• ct:burch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 
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Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 
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The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
aud AIIs'\vea•s 
b~· (;u~· ~- Woods 
A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Fread-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than20 years he conducted 
the Open Forum at Fread-Hardeman Univer
sity. It was the most popular period in the lec
tureship day. Most of the questions involve 
controversial matters. paperback 

Vol. 1 ........................ BKJL01 

$19.99 
$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 

Christian women discuss: Time for spiritual 
growth; your marriage, enhancing intimacy, ad
vice for singles, widows, scripturally divorced 
women, stepmothers, women with non-Chris
tian husbands; your children, training/discipline, 
being wise mothers; troublesome issues in the 
home and church; discussions on trials and re
wards of wives of missionaries, elders, deacons, 
and preachers. pb 214 pgs. 
$8.95 plus S3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycstcnla~· and Today 

b~· Bu.-Inn CoiTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

S4.99 for each book 
S2.75 s&h one book · S3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

leHer to Thyatira 
Revelation 2:18-29 

I n Jesus' famous seven letters to seven of his 
churches situated in Asia Minor the Lord vets 
his disciples that they may successfully oppose 

evil and promote righteousness. 
His primary concern is that they be pure in doc

trine and in life. That is a ll .. . it is enough. 
His soldiers must be ready. 
H e addresses this letter to "the" church tn 

Thyatira. His use of the definite article te lls us some
thing about Jesus' church. It is bo th uni versa l and 
one. It is universal in the sense that it embraces all of 
the saved in heaven, hades and earth. It is one in the 
sense that it is solitary. 

AJl of the saved are in the church, it is "one 
body" (Eph. 4:50) . 

The unity of the teaching of Jesus means unity in 
his church, which Jesus purchased at the awful cost 
of his own blood (Acts 20:28) . If Jesus' teaching is 
one, his church is one. lr is, as Jesus says, " the" 
church. 

Still , the one church is in many communities. 
This letter is to "rhe" church " in T hyarira." This 
does not mean many churches, but one church mani
fested in many places. 

It is somewhat like a giant company wi th outlets 
all over the world. T he head of the company wants the 

outlets to be uniform, just as Jesus wants his disciples 
to be un ited to the nth degree Uohn 17 :20-21) . 

Sayings 

Jesus emphasizes his words, which communicate his 
doctrine. "These things saith the Son of God" (v. 18). 

He calls attention to the fact that he is " the Son 
of God," declared such by his resurrection from the 
dead (Rom. 1:4). 

During his teaching ministry, in his earth ly ten
ure, Jesus often referred to himself as the "Son of 
man," which is strange. If a man today went about 
telling eve ryone that he is "a son of man" the re
sponse would likely be, "Yes, of course, are n't we 
a ll ?" 

That is nor extraordinary on the lips of Jesus be
cause of who he is. 

His reaching, miracles, and manner distingu ished 
him from all others, and when he called himself a 
"son of man," no one raised an eyebrow. 

H e was a "son of man" but also "the son of 
God," therefore, when he said the "Son of God" is 
also a "son o f man" people marveled but no one mis
understood. 

The Son o f God is a son of man. A son of man 
may also be a son of God. Are you a son o f man? You 

(contilltted 011 page 4) 



Fir• Foundation 

Editor 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Advertising and Subscriptions 
J. C. Prophet 

Production 
A. L. Prophet 

"For the word of God is living and 
active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul 
and spirit, of joints and marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. And before him no creature 
is bidden, but all are open and laid bare 
to the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do" (Heb. 4:12-13). 

Firm Foundation 
Volume 123 Number 10 

Published monthly by the 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690192, Houston, TX 77269-0192 
Third Class Postage paid at Dallas, Texas. 

Terms of Subscription 
Single subscriptions: $19.95 per year 

2 years for $36.95. 
Club rate: $18.95 (prepaid) per year 

in clubs of 10 or more. 
Congregational rate: $16.95 per family per year 

(prepaid or billed quarterly or yearly). 
Bundle rates: in bundles of ten or more 

copies sent to one address, 
$17.95 per year per copy. 

Foreign subscriptions: $60.00 per year. 

Editorial and Business Office 
Submit all correspondence and manuscripts to 

H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 690192 • Houston, TX 77269-0192 
(281) 469-3540 • fax (713) 429-5408 

had@worldnet.att.net 

Subscriptions and Advertising 
Send all advertising, subscriptions, renewals, changes of 

address, and book/literature orders to 

2 

J. C. Prophet 
Firm Foundation Publishing House, Inc. 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 
(979) 553-3904 • fax (979) 553-3721 

jprophet@quik.com 

hHp://www.bible-infonet.org/ 

POSTMASTER: Send address service to 
Firm Foundation 

P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430 

October 2008 
Firm Foundation 

Editorial 

Fairness 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

M any issues confront us, some of them serious. We could 
tick off a dozen matters of dispute in business, govern
ment, education, science and the arts; but the issue of 

greatest concern ought to be problems in religion. 
As strange as this may sound, the greatest issue in the church is 

fundamental honesty or fairness. 
You might think of a score of things that trouble spiritual Israel 

today, but none is more basic than the need for straightforward
ness, and the appalling lack of it. 

We need down-home honesty in the use of words. Decon
structionism has robbed language of its meaning. Everything seems 
to mean the opposite of what is done and said. 

Here is an example: Jesus said, "He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved." That is about as concise as a proposition can 
be. It is brief and free from all elaboration and superfluous detail. 
It is as plain as the proverbial "nose on your face." 

Still, countless thousands read it and say that it means the ex
act opposite of what it says. He that believeth and is baptized re
ally means, "He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved." 

Another example: Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free," which is interpreted to mean that there 
is no such thing as spiritual truth. Truth is not truth but is senti
mental mush. 

Under the "new" hermeneutic words have no precise meaning 
and, therefore, can teach anything, everything, or nothing. 

That, my friend, is dishonesty gone to seed. 
Here are some more dishonest but popular interpretations of 

scripture: 
Jesus rose from the dead on the third day after his crucifixion 

means that Jesus did not rise from the dead, seeing that no sane 
person believes that a dead man can be raised from the dead. 

"Thy (God's) word is truth" means that there is no such thing 
as truth. 

Scripture is inspired of God means that the Bible is the prod
uct of human experience and reason. 

Jesus spoke as his heavenly father gave him the words to speak 
means that Jesus was a great moral teacher who lied with almost 
every breath. How a superior teacher of ethics can make false 
claims is not explained. 

The Bible came from God means fallible men misconstrued 
their own personal experiences and palmed it off as revelation. 



God revealed the words of the Bible and, though God cannot 
lie, the words of the Bible are unreliable and errant. 

To all those who speak such nonsense we ask, Where is your 
common sense and where is your honesty? 

Constitutional fairness is also required but sadly lacking in res-
toration concepts of piety. The argument goes like this: 

• Jesus built a church 
• The church Jesus built was ideal 
• The church was built on everlasting truth 
• The church Jesus built apostatized 
• There is a need for restoration of the church Jesus built 
• If anyone goes back to the Bible and follows it exactly, the 

church Jesus built is restored 
• This is true in every generation and in every age 
That is the thrilling, magnetic power of the restoration appeal. 
Some understand this but wish to deconstruct it, saying such 

things as "restoration is not possible," "restoration is not desirable 
since it implies exclusiveness," "restoration is elusive," "some 
churches of the first century were corrupt." 

This goes on and on through a hundred "reasons" for not fol
lowing the Bible as an absolute blueprint and perfect pattern. 

Now here is where the dishonesty comes in: Change agents in 
the church know what they are doing and are hell-bent on moving 
the church away from the persuasive appeal to restore the ancient 
order of pristine Christianity. They aim to rob the church and steal 
the buildings and agencies their own fathers sacrificed to create. 

Now, beloved, where is the honor in that? 
For a revival of the Christian religion, controversy is necessary. 

Today many are saying they favor prayer over disputation. It is not 
a matter of debate or prayer because what is needed is both. 

The devout child of God who prays without ceasing must 
mingle his thanksgiving and petition with steely-eyed and bold 
teaching. There is a time for exhortation, but there is also a time 
for reproof and rebuke. There is a time for speaking words of 
compassion and comfort, but there is also a time to "contend ear
nestly for the faith, which was once for all delivered to the saints." 

To argue against argument is inconsistent and dishonest. To 
debate against debating is incoherent and illogical. It flies in the 
face of common sense. 

It is wholly lacking in basic honesty to go behind another's 
back and argue that he ought not to argue . . . and condemn him 
with strong and bitter words, while contending that it is wrong to 
condemn another. That is fundamentally unfair. 

There is a cry to tolerate the intolerable. It is unbearable and 
insupportable to allow the Bible message to be tortured into a 
toothless babble. 

Paul did not do so when he said to an enemy of the cross, "0 
full of all guile and all villany, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of 
all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of 
the Lord?" Surely, no saint would say that the peerless Paul was 
wicked to speak with such plainness. 
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Peter was directed by the Holy Spirit to say, 
"Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought to obtain the gih of God with money. Thou 
hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart 
is not right before God. Repent therefore of this thy 
wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the 
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. For I see 
that thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
of iniquity." 

There is a time for speaking words of truth and 

Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

may become a Son of God. Jesus however is the 
unique Son of God. No one else can be the son of 
God as Jesus is the son of God. His position is ex
traordinary (non-recurring). 

Jesus is different. He is the one-of-a-kind Son of 
God. No other like him. 

Speaking from his celestial throne, he now calls 
himself "the Son of God." If he is the son of God, he 
is also God and equal with Jehovah (John 5: 18; Phil. 
2:6). 

The Son of God speaks in majestic tones. We 
must never treat his sayings lightly. His every word is 
grand and thunderous, yet soft and consoling (Rev. 
14:2). 

He speaks with a great voice, and it behooves his 
creatures to turn listening ears. 

Every child of God in speaking the words of God 
uses a sharp sword (Eph. 6: 17). A sword that can cut 
and wound, but its surgical use can heal. 

The word of God pierces the heart of the lis
tener, but can soothe and restore. 

The auditors on that fateful day of Pentecost 
were cut to the quick by the accusing words of Peter 
and the other apostles, but before the day was out, 
they were rejoicing (Acts 2:37, 41, 46). 

The restoration was limited to those who re
ceived the words of Peter and his cohorts. Those who 
refused the message were bleeding and wounded. 
They rejected the balm of Gilead and consequently 
continued to hurt. 

We can place no greater emphasis on words sent 
from the heart of God than to accept that obeying 
those words brings joy and refusing those words 
brings doom. 
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soberness with grace, but there is also a time for our 
religious speech to be seasoned with salt. 

This does not mean that we are without sympa
thy for those who differ with us, but it does mean 
that truth is one and it is evil to make compromise 
with error. 

The present day appeal for non-doctrinal reli
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This is doubtless why Jesus in writing to the local 
congregation of his church in Thyatira said, "These 
things saith the Son of God." 

Eyes and Feet 

Jesus points to his eyes and his feet. He has "eyes like 
a flame of fire, and feet like burnished brass" (v. 18). 

The fire of his gaze suggests the deep penetration 
of an unshielded view. ''All things are naked and laid 
bare before the eyes of him with whom we have to 
do" (Heb. 4:13). 

When God turns his flaming eyes upon you, 
there is no concealment. You are naked, and your un
dressed, quivering soul is fully exposed to his view. 

You may impose upon men, but you cannot 
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impose upon God. You may sell fake antiques to the 
public, but you cannot palm them off on the Creator. 

The feet of jesus are as "burnished brass" (v. 18). 
Those are tough boots. Polished brass is hobnailed. 
Those who trample jesus with indifference shall 
themselves feel the fury of his brass feet. He walks 
on those who walk on him. 

The lesson is obvious. Be careful of those who 
can see your soul and tread on you. This is another 
reason {perhaps the same reason restated) for us to 
respectfully listen to the sayings of the Son of God. 

I Know 

Jesus reminds his soldiers that he knows. He has 
stated this before; he states it again (v 19). 

Who sees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish, or a sparrow fall, 
Atoms or systems into ruin hurl'd, 
And now a bubble burst, and now a world. 

His view is unbiased and perfect. He sees things as 
they really are. You may think you are unobserved in 
your underground cavern, but Jehovah is standing at 
the door with his prophet at his side (Ezek. 8: 1-18). 

"Hast thou seen what the elders of the house of 
Israel do in the dark, every man in his chambers of 
imagery? For they say, Jehovah seeth us not; Jehovah 
hath forsaken the land" (Ezek. 8: 12). 

Jesus knows (v. 19). He knows what you do in 
the dark; what you think; what you say; what you 
desire. "He knows about it all; He knows." 

If God has the power to know everything, then 
everything is important and must be guarded -
never run pell-mell and willy-nilly, but watch where 
your feet go. 

"Look therefore carefully how you walk, not as 
unwise, but as wise; redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil." Make God's word your lamp and 
light. 

His flaming eyes see and his burnished feet 
trample. Beware! 

What Does He Know 

Well, obviously, if he is God he has the power to 
know everything. He also has the power not to know 
what he does not choose to know - otherwise he is 
not God. The Lord God Almighty can know or not 
know, as he may decide. 

Mortals have no right to impose restrictions on 
the immortal and invisible God. He may restrict him
self, but humans cannot restrict him, seeing that God 
is greater than man is. 

Jesus sees the "works" of the Thyatiran saints. 
He takes note of works and judges each man accord
ing to his works (Rom. 2:6; 2 Cor. 11:15; 2 Tim. 
4:14; Rev. 18:6, 20:12-13). 

Jesus commends the godly people of Thyatira for 
their love, faith, ministry, patience and growing zeal 
(their "last works were more than the first"). That 
covers the obligation of every worshiper of jesus. 
What more is required than self-sacrificing love, obe
dient-living faith, and expanding service? The list in
cludes our duty to God, duty to self, and duty to oth
ers. 

Indictment 

jesus said to the good people of Thyatira, I have this 
against you . . . you suffer {tolerate, permit) that 
woman jezebel to work her shame before your very 
eyes and make no objection (v. 20). 

The devout would not participate in such scan
dalous conduct, but neither did they protest. They 
appear to have been afraid of being accused of 
judgmentalism and, therefore, politically incorrect. 

The righteous must be bold and brave in oppos
ing evil. Jesus does not recommend the unbalanced 
radicalism that creates an atmosphere of suspicion 
and distrust. He requires that his people confront 
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and condemn all that is false, but with the courtesy 
of civility. It is possible to be polite while making a 
strong and bold objection to sin. A failure to do so is 
to court spiritual disaster. ''A little leaven leavens the 
whole lump" (Gal. 5 :9). 

To take your place in the frontlines of the good 
fight of faith and oppose the evil one is required of a 
good soldier. To let wickedness pass unchallenged 
and unopposed is traitorous. "They betray their 
children's children who make compromise with sin." 

It was outrageous for the blood-washed saints in 
Thyatira to cover their eyes and refuse to look upon 
the rampant wickedness that was all around them. 
"She teacheth and seduceth my servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed to idols" (v. 
20). 

The Patience of God 

"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you
ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9). 

"I gave her time ... but she willeth not to repent 
... " (v. 21). 

Your will is involved in repentance and doing the 
will of God Oohn 7:17). You have power over your 
own will. You can will to do right, or you can will to 
commit fornication and eat things sacrificed to idols. 

God is longsuffering, but he is also holy and just. 
Peter tells us that a time will come when the patience 
of God will no longer be extended to a world full of 
wickedness and he will end the universe in flames of 
fire. "The earth and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up" (2 Pet. 3: 10-11 ). The sun, moon and 
stars will "fall to the earth as fig tree casteth her un
ripe figs when she is shaken of a great wind" (Rev. 
6:12-17). That day will come. 

It may not seem tactful to talk about torment, 
but it is dishonest to fail to do so. The final judgment 
and punishment of the rebels to righteousness is in
escapable. 

The living and the dead shall witness that awful 
event. There are not enough rocks and mountains to 
bury one deep enough under their mass for him to be 
unable to see the pouring out of the wrath of God, 
the Almighty. 

Jesus gravely warns, "Behold, I cast her into a 
bed, and them that commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, except they repent of her works" 
(v. 22). Solemn threats of a judgment to come was 
often heard from the mouth of Christ. 
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Hold Fast 

Some in Thyatira were faithful and true and Jesus 
said to them, keep a strong, tight hold on what you 
have. To maintain a grip on the unchanging hand of 
God demands eternal vigilance (v. 23 ). 

Simple neglect results in drifting (He b. 2: 1-3 ). It 
is not hard to fall away from truth and out of grace, 
and multiplied millions have done it. To stay com
mitted, however, requires earnest effort and strong 
determination. One cannot be saved accidently. 

The advice of Jesus is "hold fast that which you 
have." 

Satan is not ignorant. He is a cunning and slip
pery deceiver. He will fool you, if you are not vigi
lant. You must hold fast. 

The devil is not above using the very scripture he 
is trying to destroy to accomplish his mad purpose of 
ruining as many lives as possible. 

Part of his bait is to say, "Let us taste the deep 
things of Satan so we can understand his methods 
and defeat him." He is a skillful wizard. If you bite 
the bait the hidden hook will be sticking in your 
bleeding mouth and getting free of it will not be easy. 
Therefore, hold fast to what you have - love, faith, 
ministry and zeal. 

Do not foolishly suppose that you can aimlessly 
win this fight of faith. "For your obedience is come 
abroad unto all men. I rejoice therefore over you: 
but I would have you wise unto that which is good, 
and simple (innocent) unto that which is evil. And 
the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 
shortly" (Rom. 16: 19-20). 

Satan says, "Taste the deep things of Satan so you 
can successfully defeat him." Jesus says, "I would 
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have you innocent of that which is evil." 
Whose counsel will you follow? 
Will you dir ty your soul in sin in the mistaken 

belief this will empower you to defeat Satan, or will 
you maintain the piety of the purity that pleases 
God? "Be not dece ived. God is not mocked. " You 
cannot win by losing. 

Jesus casts this solitary burden upon you (v. 24 ). 
Nevertheless, it is a burden, but he will make it toler
able (Matt. 11 :28) . 

Hold that which you have until Jesus comes. The 
majestic and magnetic appea l to restore first century 
Christianity to the current century is impeccable. 
Hold ro it! 

Do not be ashamed of God, and he will never be 
ashamed of you (v. 25). 

Till I Come 

Hold the fort. J esus is coming. The time of his com
ing no one on earth can know. They can uselessly 
speculate, but they cannot know (Matt. 24:36). God 
fixed that, and you cannot change it. 

The second coming of J esus from heaven to earth 
is emphatically taught in the Holy Bible (Heb. 9:27). 
It will happe n. Depend on it. H e will come sho rtly 
(suddenly), which means without warning. No flags 
will fly and no trumpets will sound to announce his 
near approach, but "as sure as the sun brings morn
ing," he will come back to the proximity of earth 
"unto sa lvation for them that wait for him. " He 
comes! He comes! Thank God! (v. 25). 

Overcome 

He that is overcoming is he that is keeping the works 
unto t he end (v. 26). This is in present tense - keep 
on keeping on to the end. Being in sight of the finish 
line is not victory; crossing the finish line is victory. 
When the goal looms large is the time fo r our best 
effort. 

One promise of the Lord is authority over the 
nations (v. 26). A few look at this and mistakenl y 
conclude that in eternity some will be sheriffs, o r 
mayors, or governors, or senators, or princes. W hen 
Jesus comes to the vicinity o f earth again , he will 
crush godless nations with a rod of iron (v. 27). 

The saints will participate in breaking the vessels 
of the potter to shivers in that they, being identified 
with the victorious Christ, concur in h is righteous 
judgments (1 Cor. 6:2-3). 

The ultimate victory of the clean and the devout 
is authority over the nations (vv. 26-27). 

The Morning Star 

Jesus promises to t he victo rious saint t he morning 
star. Few presume to know w hat t his morning star 
may be. 

We kno'vv that when Jesus was born a star from 
the east guided wise men to Bethlehem (Matt. 2:2). 
The star of Beth lehem was not an o rd inary star. It 
was too close to earth for tha t. Th is heavenly light 
brought prophets to the cradle-throne of t he Christ 
-the king of the jews. 

The earthly-sun is also a star. It seems to rise ev
ery morning and set every night. It often symbolizes 
royalty. It seems consistent to th ink that the rising 
and setting sun is the morning star. If so, it represents 
kingship. 

T he children of God are the stars of Gocl. The 
sanctified are God's stars. Jesus holds you in his hand 
(v. 28) . 

" He that hath an ear, let hi m hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches" (Rev. 2 :29) . 

The earless are in darkness. 
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The Sinner's Prayer 
By Frazier Conley 

I n recent times we have been made aware of an 
apparently popular religious practice called, 
"The Sinner's Prayer." One version of it goes 

like this. "Lord Jesus, I am a sinner. Come into my 
life and wash me clean with Your Blood. I now con
fess you as my Savior. I give my life to You, Lord. 
Thank you for coming into my life and giving me 
eternal life. In Jesus' name, I pray, Amen." 

In analyzing this along with other versions of the 
prayer it appears that the recurring elements are as 
follows: (1) a confession of faith in Jesus as Lord, (2) 
a confession of sins, (3) an expression of repentance, 
(4) an appeal to God for forgiveness, and (5) a 
thanksgiving for the salvation "now accomplished" 
by this prayer. 

The salvation of all through Christ Jesus to be 
earnestly desired. Nor do we question the sincerity 
of those who use this "prayer." But to have assurance 
that one is saved by Christ one needs to go to his 
New Testament and see if "the sinner's prayer" is 
what is required by him for the salvation he offers. 

A good place to start is on the beginning day of 
the church about A.D. 30. A great crowd in Jerusa
lem became convinced of their sins and asked, 
"What shall we do?" Jesus' apostle Peter said to 
them, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of jesus Christ for the remission of your sins 
(Acts 2:38). In this account we see repentance, we 
see confession of faith in .Jesus, and we see baptism. 
This list is much the same as found in the sinner's 
prayer with the exception of baptism. Now baptism 
is a kind of prayer or appeal to God for forgiveness 
( 1 Pet. 3:21). However, while baptism is a kind of 
prayer, prayer is not said to serve as a form of bap
tism. The account goes on to say, So those who re
ceived his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls (Acts 2:41). 
Those who were saved, added to the Lord Jesus, on 
this occasion were those who believed in Jesus, re
pented of their sins, confessed faith in Jesus, and 
were baptized for the remission of sins. This account 
in Jesus' New Testament therefore does not fully cor
respond with "the sinner's prayer" as the means of 
bringing folks to salvation in Christ. It does not call 
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on the lost to be baptized as does the New Testament 
account. 

Again, Saul was on the road to Damascus and re
ceived a vision of the risen Jesus. He evidently came 
at that moment to have faith that Jesus was who he 
said he was, the Christ of God. Jesus instructed him 
to go into Damascus where he would be told what he 
must do. In Damascus, Saul, while manifesting a 
spirit of penitence is sent a preacher, who tells him 
how to get saved. Was Saul given instructions for 
praying "the sinner's prayer"? No. The one sent to 
him gave him this command: And now why do you 
wait? Rise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on his name (Acts 22:16 ). Saul in obtaining 
salvation believed, repented, confessed the name of 
Jesus, and was baptized. Again, the two methods do 
not agree. The gospel calls for baptism, the "sinner's 
prayer" does not. 

One must choose. Does one follow a modern
day custom and say the "sinner's prayer" to get for
giveness? Or, does one follow the New Testament of 
Jesus for salvation, and instead believe, repent, con
fess, and be baptized? Is there really any choice? 
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Can We Trust the New Testament? 
By Calvin Warpula 

Christians are committed to truth. We believe 
the truth is in Jesus. Our faith in Jesus is 
built upon evidence Uohn 20:30-31). 

One of the original followers of Jesus who was 
with him for three years, wrote that we do not fol
low fads, dreams, new revelations, hunches, opin
ions, or traditions (2 Pet. 1: 16-21). 

Luke, who wrote about one-third of the volume 
of our New Testament in his gospel and the book of 
Acts, says in the opening paragraph of his gospel that 
he "traced the course of all things accurately from 
the first (Luke 1: 1-4). 

All we know of the will of Jesus, and God's will 
for us, is in the book we call the New Testament. 

We read of Jesus: 
• his pre-existence, 
• his birth, 
• his deity, 
• his humanity, 
• his teachings, 
• his miracles, 
• his mission, 
• his death on a cross, 
• his burial, 
• his resurrection 
• his ascension in the four gospels: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John. 
Some dismiss the gospel accounts. Noted agnos

tic, Bertrand Russell, in his essay, Why I Am Not a 
Christian, {at the time he wrote it, he admitted he 
had never even read the gospels), said, "Historically 
it is quite doubtful if Christ ever existed at all, and if 
He died, we know nothing about him" (Published in 
a collection of his works, 1961). 

However, Russell is totally mistaken. Biblical 
scholar, F.F. Bruce, has written his book, Jesus and 
Christian Origins Outside the New Testament, which 
shows clearly that we have plenty of historical infor
mation about Jesus. 

Tacitus, a Roman historian from A.D. 55-120, 
makes at least 3 references to Jesus. He says Jesus died 
under Pontius Pilate and that a "mischievous supersti
tion" broke out (probably belief in the resurrection) 
that spread the message of this Jesus even to Rome. 

Suetonius in about A.D. 120 wrote of Christians 
as a new and mischievous belief. 

Josephus, A.D. 37-97, in his Antiquities of the 
Jews speaks of Jesus, that he was a good man, that he 
was crucified under Pilate, and that his disciples be
lieved he was raised from the dead. 

The Jewish Talmud, a commentary on Jewish law 
completed about A.D. 500, reports the Yeshua 
Uesus) was crucified during the Passover. There are 
several others. 

Gary Habermas says that 17 non-Christian writ
ings record more than 50 details concerning the life, 
teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus, plus de
tails concerning the earliest church. 

Jesus' death is mentioned by 12 sources. These 
sources are dated 20 to 15 0 years after Jesus' death, 
which is quite early by standards of ancient histori
ography. 

A number of early Christian sources report nu
merous details concerning the historical Jesus. These 
are writings like Clement of Rome, Ignatius, and 
Polycarp who date from A.D. 95 to 110. 

We believe the Bible is the word of God, given by 
inspiration, to humans who wrote the message for 
God's people. Inspiration means that God worked in 
the minds and thoughts of the writers to guarantee 
that the message is what God wanted delivered. 

The Bible did not just drop out of heaven fully 
formed and shaped, all 39 books of the Old Testa
ment, 27 books of the New Testament, and leather 
bound on thin, India paper. 

The Bible grew and developed over time. First 
one book, scroll, or letter was written, then another, 
and another, and another. The Bible developed over 
1,500 years on three continents, in two major lan
guages, Hebrew and Greek, and a few chapters in a 
minor one, Aramaic, by approximately 40 different 
writers. 

The original autographs, the original words on 
animals skins, or stones, or papyrus (a paper like 
sheet formed from the pith of the papyrus plant) no 
longer exist. We do not have any of the original writ
ings of the Old Testament writers, nor of the New 
Testament writers. 
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We have copies and copies of copies of these 
writings. The writings were Scripture as soon as they 
were written and copies were made of them. Copies, 
of course, were not made instantaneously on a scan
ner, fax, or duplicating machine. Every copy had to 
be laboriously copied by hand. 

Great care was put upon making exact copies. 
Words and lines and letters were counted on every 
page to make sure that an exact copy was made. 

These copies were collected and organized into 
our present order over a period of time. Finished and 
recognized by about 200 B.C. by the time when 70 
translators in Alexandria, Egypt, translated the He
brew Scriptures into the Greek language and pub
lished them. We know this Greek Bible, a translation 
of the Hebrew manuscripts, as the Septuagint, mean
ing 70 from the number of the translators who did 
the work of translation. 

The New Testament documents were written 
over a period of time, beginning with about A.D. 50 
to the end of the first century. 

All the documents of the New Testament were 
written within 25 to 65 years of the events they de
scribe. This would be like somebody today writing 
stories about the presidency of John F. Kennedy or 
the Vietnam War. 

There are thousands of people, yea millions alive 
now, which were alive in the 1960s and 1970s that 
could well verify or deny the accounts written. 

This is important because it shows that the docu
ments were written during the lifetime of the con
temporaries of Jesus and of the events the books 
describe. 

There is not time for legends and superstitions to 
develop, and even if they did, they could be readily 
denied by living witnesses who still recalled the 
events themselves. 

These documents were scriptures when they 
were first produced, although they existed as single 
copies, individually and uncollected, and existing in 
random places. 

As with the Old Testament, we do not have any 
original autographs of the writers. What we have, 
again, is copies and copies of copies of these writings. 
These scriptures were copied and recopied and copied 
some more because the early church recognized that 
these writings came from apostolic men who con
firmed their words with signs and wonders and 
needed to be preserved and made available to more 
and more people. 

In the second century, after the death of the 
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apostles of Jesus, the early church began to collect 
these writings and put them together into groups. 
They collected writings, letters, histories and gospels 
they knew came from apostolic men. 

Those writings that were not recognized as com
ing form apostles or friends of the apostles might 
have been good history but they were disallowed in 
the collections because hey did not have the author
ity that the writings of apostolic men had. 

They were not Scripture, but merely Christian 
literature. 

By the end of the second century, all the books of 
the New Testament, except for a very few, were uni
versally recognized and collected into what was a 
recognized body of authoritative writings. 

The original documents were scripture when 
they were first written by apostolic men, but they 
were not universally recognized immediately because 
communication, transportation, and information 
were not as readily available as it is now. 

Some of the books that remained in question by 
some were the books of Revelation, Second and 
Third John, and Hebrews. Remember that when any 
scripture was produced, there was only one copy, the 
original autograph. These autographs were sent to a 
specific location in a remote place and sometimes 
other parts of the Christian world would not be 
aware of that scripture until the original was sent to 
them by personal courier or until a copy was pro
duced and sent to then1. It took time for the indi
vidual writings of the New Testament to be known to 
a wide area and be universally recognized. 
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The book of Revelation was suspect to some be
cause of its bizarre signs and symbols and the totally 
different nature of its writings, as versus the other 
New Testament documents. 

Hebrews was questioned because it was anony
mous and some thought that it was maybe not from 
an apostolic man. The little letters of John, only a 
half a page in your New Testament, were thought to 
be questionable by some because they were so brief 
and personal in content. 

However, with time, as more and more believers 
in Jesus became aware of these writings, and read 
them, and discussed them, all of these books at first 
questionable to some, were accepted. 

Thus by the middle of the second century, about 
A.D. 150 most of the New Testament writings were 
recognized and accepted, and those few that were 
not were accepted later as they became better 
known. 

By the fourth century, all doubts had been re
moved for all the New Testament documents. Com
plete manuscripts of the present 27 documents in 
our New Testament were being made in mass, like 50 
at a time, in a Scriptorium. 

Two of these old manuscripts exist today. They 
are called the Sinaiticus and the Vaticanus. They date 
to about A.D. 325-350. Other manuscripts, mostly 
containing the same books as our present New Testa
ment, date to about A.D. 500. 

During this time, from the second century to the 
eighth century, thousands of Greek manuscripts were 
produced. These were portions of the New Testa
ment documents or complete copies. 

These manuscripts were produced in capital 
Greek letters, called uncials, or in smaller letters in 
running script, called minuscule. 

The earliest portion of any New Testament text 
written in Greek was found in an Egyptian rubbish 
heap on a piece of papyrus dating from A.D. 135. 
This means of course that John's gospel was written 
much earlier than this for it to be copied and carried 
to Egypt. 

Today, we have over 5 600 manuscripts, counting 
all the Greek manuscripts existing in all portions and 
complete copies. 

Now this figure is very impressive. It means that 
the New Testament is the best attested book from the 
ancient world. 

To put this into perspective, there are only 643 
manuscripts of Homer's Iliad and this is the most fa
mous book of ancient Greece. 

The history of Thucydides (460-400 B.C.) is 
available to us from only eight manuscripts dated 
about A.D. 900, almost 1300 years after he wrote. 

Aristotle wrote his poetics about 343 B.C. yet the 
earliest copy we have is dated A.D. 1100, a gap of 
1,400 years, and only 5 manuscripts exist. 

No one doubts the text of Julius Caesar's Gallic 
Wars composed between 58 and 50 B.C., but we only 
have ten copies of it and the earliest of these was 
made 1,000 years after it was written. Yet we have an 
abundance of copies of the New Testament texts that 
date within 70 years of their writing. 

When all the manuscripts, versions, texts, frag
ments of portions of the New Testament are added 
together they total more than 25,000. 

All of these texts substantially agree. There are 
minor differences in them, due to human copying 
mistakes that would rarely be made. The number of 
texts, though, helps us to verify with great accuracy 
the original text of the New Testament. 

Reading in your New Testament, you will see 
various footnotes that give an alternate reading or 
inform you that certain manuscripts do not contain 
certain texts. You will notice that these variations re
ally make no difference in doctrine, or belief. Not 
one doctrine is affected by these variations, most of 
which are in spelling or word order. 

Sometimes articles designed to create sensation
alism will headline, "200,000 errors found in the 
Bible." These are not errors in the sense of contra
diction or false doctrine. They are simply the num
ber of variations in the spelling, word order, or spe
cific word ending. "When any word is spelled incor
rectly, for example, in 3,000 copies, that is counted 
as 3,000 variants. 

There are only 10,000 places where variants oc
cur and most of these are in spelling and word order. 
There are less than 40 places in the New Testament 
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where we are not certain of the original, but not one 
of these has any effect on a central doctrine of the 
faith. 

The problem is not that we don't know what the 
text is, but that we are not certain which text has the 
right reading. We have 1 OOo/o of the New Testament 
and we are sure about 99.5o/o of it" (Norman Geisler, 
When Skeptics Ask, p. 160). 

Textual scholars evaluate these variations and, 
based on their best scientific and historical studies, 
try to arrive at the correct spelling, word ending, or 
word. 

A Greek New Testament footnotes all the varia
tions and their location in the manuscripts. Again, not 
one variation affects any Christian doctrine or belief. 

The science of textual criticism is so sure of its 
results that you can take up the New Testament and 
say with confidence that over 99 percent of this text 
in the Greek language is unquestionable. Those less 
than 1 per cent that have been questioned do not 
deal with any doctrine or matters of faith. 

God directed or inspired the original autographs. 
The inspiration was in the spoken and written 
words, but there is no inspiration or supernatural 
guidance for the transmitters, translators, or collec
tors of the texts. Mistakes in spelling, etc., are not 
due to the errors of the original writers but to the 
mistakes that translators and copyists might make. 

Another witness to the text of the New Testa
ment is the early church fathers, i.e., those of the sec
ond and third centuries who wrote sermons and let
ters to early churches. 

These fathers quoted so much from the writings 
of the apostles that virtually every verse of the New 
Testament may be extracted from the writings of the 
church fathers. Like preachers today write books and 
sermons and quote the New Testament in those mes
sages, so the church fathers did the same. 

If enemies of Jesus had burned all the manu
scripts of the New TestameQt at the end of the third 
century, we could read the early church fathers and 
reproduce virtually every verse of the New Testa
ment from their quotations of it. Only 11 verses, 
mostly from 2 and 3 John, are not quoted by the 
church fathers. 

Another witness to the text of the New Testa
ment is the early versions or translations that were 
made into Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, Latin, and 
other languages. 

Thus, with these three witnesses (the Greek 
manuscripts, the church fathers, and the early trans-
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lations) the text of the New Testament can well be 
established. 

There is so much certainty today that textual 
scholars and historians freely admit that the New 
Testament you take in your hand today is the same in 
meaning and content as that which was originally 
written by apostolic men in the first century. 

The New Testament we read today was trans
lated by groups of scholars into our language. The 
meaning of the words today in English is the equiva
lent of the original meaning in Greek in the first cen
tury. Thus the New Testament we read today is the 
same in content and meaning as the first documents 
written by apostolic men. 

This means that we can trust the New Testament 
to be the same meaning and content as that first writ
ten by apostolic men. What our New Testament says 
today in English or Spanish or whatever language we 
read it in is the same as what the documents read in 
Greek some 19 centuries ago. 

But you might ask, "OK, the evidence seems to 
confirm that the New Testament documents were 
written during the lifetime of the contemporaries of 
the events, and there are many copies of them that 
help give an accurate text so the text as we have it 
today is true to what was originally written. But how 
do we know that what they wrote is true? Perhaps 
they were deluded or deceived and recorded their 
perceptions, but they are untrue." 

This brings us to the question of how do you de
termine whether any ancient texts speak the truth. 
Some scholars want to accept other ancient docu
ments and they evaluate them by one test, while at 
the same time they reject the New Testament texts 
and evaluate them by a difference standard. 

The New Testament texts should be evaluated by 
the same principles that other ancient texts are 
evaluated. 

Everything we know from external sources and 
evidences confirm that the New Testament docu
ments are historical and accurate. Scholars accept as 
true every text from the ancient world on first read
ing and from a sincere, well-meaning author unless 
there are good and sufficient reasons to believe oth
erwise. 

I repeat, it is not fair to reject the New Testament 
texts unless one evaluates them by the very same stan
dards one evaluates any text form the ancient world. 

The New Testament appears to be written by 
sensible, informed men. The men who wrote these 
texts underwent great persecution for their Christian 



faith. Some even died for their faith. No one will
ingly dies for what he knows is a lie. The least we can 
say is that the New Testament writers believed what 
they wrote to be true, and their lives confirmed their 
convictions. 

The New Testament texts are basically harmoni
ous and consistent with themselves and with one an
other. The clashes that are present in the accounts, 
especially in the gospels, can easily be explained and 
have been. 

The New Testament texts speak of events, people 
and places that can all be verified by other histories 
of the time. 

Archaeologists have uncovered coins, statues, 
texts, documents, pieces of pottery, in scripted col
umns and markers that have confirmed many of the 
references in the New Testament. 

Noted archaeologist Nelson Glueck has boldly 
asserted, "As a matter of fact, however, it may be 
stated categorically that no archaeological discovery 
has ever controverted a single biblical reference. 
Scores of archeological findings have been made 
which confirm in clear outline or exact detail histori
cal statements in the Bible" (Rivers in the Desert, 
1959, p. 136). 

For example, Luke, the writer of Acts, names 32 
countries, 54 cities, 9 islands and several rulers and 
never made a mistake. 

The noted Roman historian A.N. Sherwin-White 
says, "For Acts the confirmation of historicity is 
overwhelming .... Any attempt to reject its basic his
toricity must now appear absurd. Roman historians 
have long taken it for granted" (Roman Society and 
Roman Law in the New Testament, 1963, p. 189). 

Sir William Ramsey, one of the greatest archae
ologists of all time, wrote, "Luke is a historian of the 
first rank .... This author should be placed among 
with the very greatest historians" (The Bearing of Re
cent Discoveries on the Trustworthiness of the New 
Testament, 1915, p. 222). 

God has preserved his word. Jesus said that 
"heaven and earth would pass away, but my words 
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would last forever." When Peter wrote in his first let
ter, chapter one, he quoted from the Old Testament 
book of Isaiah and said that "the word of the Lord 
endures forever." God has preserves his word. 

Perhaps you are interested in studying this sub
ject further. I can recommend to you these good 
books. 

1. F. F. Bruce, Are the New Testament Documents 
Reliable? 

2. Neil Lightfoot, How We Got the Bible. 
These books are simple, practical, down to 

earth books, good for beginning study and research 
into this subject. Of course, many others go much 
deeper into the various questions. 

This word is the seed of the kingdom. Wherever 
and whenever this word is planted in the hearts of 
men and women, they believe it, and it produces 
fruit in their lives, the kingdom (church) exists. 

God has given us his word in written form. Evi
dence from the 25,000 manuscripts, from the church 
fathers, and from the ancient versions shows us 
plainly that this Bible is God speaking to us. When 
you read this book in your own language, it says to 
you what it said to people in the first century. 

That means that there is always a written stan
dard by which to judge all lives, events, and teach
ings. This word is durable. It lasts and outlasts 
people and centuries and eons. 

Jesus said his words would judge men and 
women at the final judgment. Whatever the word of 
God said in the first century, it says today. Whatever 
it says today, it will say forever. 

The Bible today can be read and studied and 
obeyed. We will face the words of Christ in the Day 
of Judgment. Therefore, we should obey Christ and 
his word now. 

No one can receive Christ without accepting the 
word that tells us about Christ. If you know anything 
about Jesus, the source ultimately is this book. Who
ever taught you, or whoever taught them, ultimately 
learned it from the Bible. 

4234 Case St. 
Houston, TX 77005 

(Calvin Warpula is the evangelist/minister for 
the West University Church of Christ in Houston. He 
holds undergraduate and advanced degrees from 
Abilene Christian University, and a Doctorate in Min
istry from Fuller Theological Seminary in California. 
We are indebted to him for allowing us to print this 
excellent study, originally presented as a sermon.) 

October 2008 
Firm Foundation 13 



Saint Death OHers Mexicans Solace 

I n Mexico, the world's second-biggest Catholic 
country, an unofficial cult of death is winning 
followers, from influential politicians and po

lice officers to drug pushers and violent criminals. 
On a sidewalk in Mexico City's lawless Tepito 

district, gangsters and ordinary housewives rub 
shoulders as they pay homage before a shrine to 
Santa Muerte, or Saint Death, leaving offerings of 
colored candles, cigarettes and alcohol. 

A statue of the unorthodox saint cuts a ghoulish 
figure as a life-size skeleton in a glittering robe, a ti
ara atop her long-haired wig and bony fingers laden 
with gold rings and money offerings in many curren
cies. 

"I ask her to look after me in my businesses and 
to rid me of my envious thoughts," said Roberto 
Gutierrez, a tough-looking street hawker in sun
shades. Gutierrez stops by the shrine every day and 
carries a prayer to Santa Muerte in his wallet. 

Like many Santa Muerte worshipers, Gutierrez 
asks God's permission to pray to Death, unconcerned 
by the contradiction between practicing Christianity 
and a growing pagan cult, which is experiencing are
vival after lying dormant until the 1960s. 

"First for me comes God and then Santa Muerte," 
he said. 

Before her glass casing, followers deposit apples 
and eggplants to symbolize abundance, flowers, 
glasses of tequila, and half-smoked cigarettes. Some 
blow cigar smoke over her image in a cleansing rite. 

"She likes it when we do that. She likes the smell 
of tobacco," said Enriqueta Romero, who tends the 
shrine. 

A funeral cortege of gangsters sporting shades 
and gold chains passed by in gleaming cars, music 
blaring, saluting the shrine as they went. 

"People ask her: 'Protect me tonight because I 
am going to kidnap or assault somebody,'" said 
Mexican writer and poet Homero Aridjis, who docu
mented this thriving cult in a book of fictional stories 
called "Santa Muerte." 

The title story is based on a debauched birthday 
party Aridjis attended of a powerful politician with 
links to drug traffickers. 

At the host's lavish ranch, where former beauty 
queens plied guests with alcohol and cocaine, Aridjis 
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says he witnessed members of Mexico's political and 
business elite worship at a secret altar to Santa 
Muerte - his first encounter with the phenomenon. 

Pagan Devotion 

Mexicans have long had a complex relationship with 
death. Ancient indigenous cultures worshipped a god 
of death called Mictlantecuhtli, and the Aztecs be
lieved mass human sacrifice was vital to feed the 
gods and keep the life cycle going. 

Even after the Spanish conquest brought Catholi
cism to the region, Mexicans retained a strong pagan 
devotion to death, as seen by their celebration every 
November of the Day of the Dead when they erect 
altars to the dead in their homes and prepare elabo
rate meals for the departed souls. It is akin to Roman 
Catholics' observation on Nov. 2 of All Souls' Day, 
when they pray for the souls of the faithful departed. 

"The cult to Santa Muerte is a syncretism be
tween the Catholic Church and pre-Colombian wor
ship of death," Aridjis said. 

Halloween, originally a Celtic pagan feast of the 
dead to mark the end of the harvest and start of win
ter, is celebrated in the U.S. and parts of Europe, 
mainly as a commercial holiday. 

The cult of Santa Muerte has seen a revival in the 
past decade, a revival which Aridjis attributes to dis
illusionment with "the system." 

"There is a complete disappointment with the 
government, people can't expect anything from the 
politicians, the parties or the established Church," he 
said. 

A shrine to the Virgin of Guadalupe, Mexico's 
beloved dark-skinned version of Mary, stands on the 
next street corner from the macabre Tepito shrine. 

"Santa Muerte is a saint like any other. She per
forms many miracles," said shaven-headed taxi driver 
Eduardo Ruben Villegas, 35, who sports multiple tat
toos and has an altar in his home to Santa Muerte. 

He has been a devotee since she cured his sister 
of cancer, he said. 

Villegas has an image of Santa Muerte hanging 
from the rear view mirror of his taxi, on his car keys 
and on three pendants he wears around his neck. 

"She protects me a lot in my car. I haven't ever 
been assaulted," he said. 



Paying Respects 

On the first day of every month, hundreds of devo
tees line up around the block to pay their respects to 
the skeletal saint, who with her scythe resembles the 
Grim Reaper. 

Romero changes Santa Muerte's dress before 
each monthly ceremony, at which mariachis serenade 
her in a celebration of death and life. 

The offerings multiply and followers light differ
ent colored candles- red for love, white for protec-

tion and black to do harm to an enemy. 
Romero also leaves out food daily for the grinning 

figurine - tamales, or corn dumplings, "for break
fast" and quesadillas and other treats later in the day. 

Police presence is rare in Tepito, where drugs, 
firearms and smuggled goods are peddled freely. 

But there is an unspoken rule that at Santa 
Muerte's shrine, worshipers pray in safety by day 
and by night and Romero asks no questions of them. 

FF 

(fhis interesting study is presented in two parts due to its length. We thank you brother Hobbs for submitting to 
us this well thought out piece.) 

The Death of Jesus 
By John Hobbs 

From Genesis through the Book of Revelation 
the death of Jesus is taught. The blood of 
Jesus provides forgiveness of sin. Reconcilia

tion is defined as, "The effects of Jesus' sufferings and 
death in redeeming mankind and bringing about the 
reconciliation of man to God." God and man are 
brought together and reconciled "through the cross" 
(Eph. 2:16). Paul said that Jesus "made peace through 
the blood of the cross" (Col. 1 :20). John wrote that 
Jesus "loveth us and loosed us from our sins by his 
blood" (Rev. 1:5). We have access into God's presence 
"by the blood of Jesus" (Heb. 10: 19). 

Liberalism's Approach to the Blood of Jesus 

Liberals reject the concept of saving blood for sev
eral reasons. First, they think it is degrading to man 
as an intelligent, rational being to suggest that he 
needs redemption or salvation from sin. 

One liberal theologian chided, "To believe that 
Christ died for our sins is a pitiful joke." 

Alister Hardy said, "I cannot accept either the 
hypothesis that the appalling death of Jesus was a 
sacrifice in the eyes of God for the sins of the world, 
or that God, in the shape of the his son, tortured 
himself for our redemption." 

Marcus Borg wrote: "The notion that God's 
only son came to this planet to offer his life as a sac
rifice for the sins of the world, and that God could 
not forgive us without that having happened, and 

that we are saved by believing this story, is simply in
credible ... taken literally, it is a profound obstacle to 
accepting the Christian message. To many people, it 
simply makes no sense" (Meeting jesus Again, p. 
131). 

Friedrich Schleiermacher, the father of modern 
liberalism, wanted to maintain an emotional attach
ment to the biblical message. However, he wanted to 
do away with the factual or realistic basis of the 
Christian faith. 

When one denies the saving power of Jesus' 
blood, he is denying biblical Christianity. Biblical 
Christianity stands upon the real, historic, factual ba
sis of Jesus' death on the cross and its saving power. 

Secondly, liberals think that the vicarious suffer
ing of Jesus is repulsive: to think that someone else 
had to suffer in our behalf and that we are eternally 
in debt. 

Liberal feminist theologian Delores Williams of 
Union Theological Seminary said at the Reimagining 
Conference in Minneapolis, Minn. in 1993, "I don't 
think we need a theory of atonement at all. I think 
Jesus came to show us something about life .... I 
don't think we need people hanging on crosses and 
blood dripping and weird stuff." 

She is absolutely wrong when she said, "There is 
nothing divine in the blood of the cross" (Sisters in 
the Wilderness, p. 61). 

Arunda Gnanadason condemned the church be-
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cause it "centered its faith around the cruel and vio
lent death of Christ on the cross." 

G. Bromley Oxnam, the liberal Methodist theo
logian, said, "If the only way I can go to heaven is on 
the back of another man, then I'd rather go to hell." 

Liberals have vented their fury on biblical Chris
tianity concerning the saving blood of Jesus. They 
call substitutionary death "slaughter-house religion." 
They believe this is primitive like the people who 
tried to appease their gods by killing chickens, birds, 
and other animals. Nevertheless, the doctrine of the 
blood of Jesus unto remission of sins is clearly taught 
in scripture. 

An Examination of False Theories of Salvation 
1. The Accident Theory 

This view says that the death of Jesus was no more 
significant than the death of any other man. Jesus 
was a radical, teaching things ahead of his time, and 
finally got himself killed. The moral or point: If you 
teach an unpopular doctrine and go against the hier
archy, you will get yourself killed. 

This view falls short of the teaching of the Bible. 
The death of Jesus was no accident. It did not catch 
God by surprise. It was the will of God that Jesus die 
on the cross for our sins. Jesus died according to "the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" 
(Acts 2:23). 

1 Peter 1:18-20 teaches the death of Jesus was in 
the eternal purpose and plan of God. 

2. The Example or Martyr Theory 
This view was developed in the sixteenth century by 
Faustus and Laelius Socinus. It is held today by the 
Unitarians. 

This view says that Jesus was a great man, a great 
teacher, a great moral example. They say Jesus 
taught and exemplified great principles. But, these 
principles were unpopular with the ruling hierarchy. 
Either he had to modify his principles or face the 
wrath of the hierarchy. Rather than modify he suf
fered death. His example is worthy of imitation. 

He redeems us only as his human example of 
faithfulness-to duty-has-a powerful influence upon 
our moral improvement. 

Some liken the death of Jesus to the death of 
Abraham Lincoln or other great leaders who were 
killed for their beliefs. 

The Socinians1 used 1 Peter 2:21 and 1 John 2:·6 
as their key texts. The Socinians held that all that 
was necessary for God and man to have fellowship is 
that man must have faith in and love for God. They 
believed that for God to have the innocent Jesus suf
fer and die in place of the guilty would have been 
contrary to justice. 

The moral influence theory of the death of Jesus 
teaches the examples of Jesus were good and great; 
his death merely serves as an example. This view falls 
infinitely short of the Bible teaching. 

Scripturally this theory contradicts the fact that 
sin involves objective guilt as well as subjective defile
ment; that God's holiness requires him to punish sin. 

This theory contradicts the entire New Testament 
in making the life, and not the death, of Jesus the most 
significant and important feature of his work. 

The constant allusions to his death as the source 
of salvation cannot be explained upon a theory that 
regards Jesus as a mere example and considers his 
sufferings as incidentals, rather than essentials of his 
work. 

The death of Jesus is much more than an ex
ample theory. 

3. The Moral Influence Theory 
This theory (also called "the Love of God" theory) 
emphasizes Jesus' death as a demonstration of God's 
love. 

Peter Abelard first developed this theory (It was 
also held by Schleiermacher). This view says the pur
pose of Jesus' death was not to satisfy divine justice 
but to reveal divine love. God loved man so much he 
was willing to send his Son to show us how much he 
loved us. 

This position advocates that there was no real re
demptive purpose in the death of Jesus. 

Abelard insisted that Jesus did not make some 
sort of sacrificial payment to the Father to satisfy his 
holiness and justice. This theory puts the major ef
fect of Jesus' death upon man rather than God. 

This theory says that Jesus' death moves us to 
gratitude and love and therefore incites repentance, 
faith, and a desire to change our behavior. 

Suppose a minister goes to a leper colony. He 
cannot do anything about the leprosy. All he can do 
is show his love, care, and concern. He can sympa-

1 Socinians are "adherents of a 16th and 17th century theological movement professing belief in God and adherence to the Christian Scriptures but 
denying the divinity of Christ and consequently denying the Trinity 
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thize with them; he can identify with them; but he 
cannot do anything about their leprosy. He cannot 
solve their problem. Some believe that the death of 
Jesus was like this. 

There is some truth in this view. Jesus does share 
our infirmities (Heb. 2:14-18; 4:15-16). Examples 
of bravery and kindness inspire us to change and to 
be brave and kind. 

One cannot look at the Cross and not be in
spired. But this theory has nothing to do with the re
demptive death of Jesus. 

This theory is woefully inadequate in explaining 
all the Bible says about the reason for the cross. The 
Bible teaches that the death of Jesus objectively, actu
ally, and really accomplished something - the for
giveness of our sins (Isa. 53:4-6; Rom. 5:8; Eph. 1:7; 
Col. 1:20; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 1:5). 

This theory contradicts the Bible teaching that 
Jesus' death was propitiatory and penal. This theory 
entirely ignores the holiness and justice of God 
which required the suffering and death of Jesus (the 
sinless God-man). 

4. The Governmental Theory 
The major proponent of this view was Hugo 
Grotius, who was a lawyer. 

The Unification Church led by Moon also holds 
to this view. 

Grotius keyed in on Isaiah 42:21 which states, 
"It pleased Jehovah, for his righteousness' sake, to 
magnify the law, and make it honorable." 

This theory holds that the remission of sins is a 
satisfaction, not to any internal principle of the di
vine nature, but to the necessities of government. 

Grotius viewed God as a Lawgiver who both en
acts and sustains law in the universe. Since God has 
control of the universe, man must understand that 
God is serious about observance of his law. 

Grotius believed that God must maintain respect 
for his law and thus punished Jesus to show man he 
is serious about sin. 

Jesus' death is seen as a deterrent to sin in that it 
impresses upon the sinner the gravity of what is in
volved in sin. As we then turn from sin in repen
tance, we can be forgiven. 

However, the death of Jesus was only a token 

payment; the cross did not constitute a full payment 
for sin Jesus' death should prompt men to repent. 

Suppose a friend of yours embezzled a million 
dollars from a bank. Suppose you sent a check of $100 
in token and partial payment of the amount stolen. 
Grotius held this is what Jesus did. 

It holds that in the death of Jesus there is no full 
payment for sin. 

There is also no demand of satisfaction by God 
(Isa. 53:11; Matt. 20:28; 26:28; John 10:14-15; 
Rom. 5.8, 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 4:10). 

The theory fails to explain the reason for choos
ing a sinless person to demonstrate God's desire to 
uphold the law. Why not put to death the worst of all 
sinners? 

This theory is not the Bible view. The major weak
ness of this view is the lack of explicit scriptural basis. 

This theory contradicts all those passages of 
scripture which represent the salvation as necessary; 
as propitiating God himself; as being a revelation of 
God's righteousness. 

This theory denies that salvation is a matter of 
debt to the believer on the ground of what Jesus has 
done on the cross. 

5. The Ransom Theory 
This theory is also called "The Devil-Ransom 
Theory." Origen2 and Gregory of Nyssa3 developed 
this view. 

Origen saw biblical history as the depiction of a 
great cosmic drama. Thus, this view is also called 
"The Dramatic Theory." 

This view says because of our sin we are under 
Satan's domination But, because God loves us, he of
fered his son to the devil as ransom price to set us 
free. Origen believed that the ransom price, the 
death of sinless Jesus on the cross, was paid to the 
devil. Origen said, "It was the devil that held us." 
Thus, in his mind the ransom price was paid to Sa
tan, for it was he who held us captive. 

Many theologians believe that God deceived Sa
tan in this ransom. Augustine4 likened the cross to a 
mousetrap, with Christ's blood serving as the bait. 

The church fathers thought the humanity of Jesus 
was the bait that concealed the hook of his deity, and 
the devil took it. They said Satan did not know he 

1 Socinians are "adherents of a 16'" and 17'" century theological movement professing belief in God and adherence to the Christian Scriptures but 
denying the divinity of Christ and consequently denying the Trinity 
2 185-254 Oregenes Adamantius Greek (Egyptian-born) Christian writer, teacher, and mystic 
3 335-394 Gregory of Nyssa was a patriarch of the Eastern Greek Orthodox Church 
4 354-430 Augustine was a theologian and Roman Catholic bishop of Hippo (396-430) 
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could not keep Jesus in hades, and with the resurrec
tion he lost the ransom. The fault was his, not God's. 

This deception did not trouble the church fa
thers. To them it merely meant that God was wiser 
and stronger than. Satan. This theory dominated re
ligious thought from the time of Origen (died 254) 
until Anselm (died 1109). It has been revived by 
Gustaf Aulen, who died in 1978. Aulen called it 
"The Classic View." 

The death of Jesus did defeat Satan (Heb. 2: 14; 
Col. 2:15; Rev. 5 :5). Death and hell have been con
quered (1 Cor. 15:54-57; Rev. 1:18). The seed of the 
woman crushed the serpent's head (Gen. 3:15). We 
are bought with a price- the precious blood of Jesus 
(1 Cor. 6:19-20;Acts20:28; 1 Pet.1:18-20).jesusdid 
give his life as a ransom (Matt. 20:28; Mark 10:45). 

However there are two main faults with this 
theory. 

First, the ransom price was not paid to Satan -
it was paid to God (lsa. 53:11). It was God who had 
been offended and grieved by the sins of men. 

Second, the devil knew Jesus was deity. He was 
not tricked or deceived. 

6. The Satisfaction Theory 
Anselm (1 033-11 09) developed this theory. Anselm 
pictured God as a feudal overlord who, to maintain 
his honor; insisted that there be adequate satisfaction 
for any encroachment upon it. 

Man could not render satisfaction in his own be
half, for even if he were to do his best, that would be 
nothing more than giving God his due (Luke 17:10). 
Since God had been wronged, some greater compen
sation was required. 

Anselm thought that the satisfaction had to be 
rendered by someone who was both God and man. 
Consequently, the incarnation was a logical necessity. 

Anselm believed that people in their sinning in
sult the honor of the sovereign, infinite God. This in
sult cannot go unpunished and demands satisfaction. 

Nahum 1:3 states, "Jehovah is slow to anger, and 
great in power, and will by no means clear the 
guilty." At the same time, God's love pleads for the 
sinner. How can the justice and love of God conflict 
find resolution? Anselm said only a God .. man could 
resolve the conflict. 

The Satisfaction Theory has much to commend 
it. It focuses on what God requires in redemption 

5 Sin is transmitted through the bloodlines and every person is born a 
sinner contaminated with the sin of Adam. 
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and not on Satan. God was "satisfied" in the death of 
Jesus for the forgiveness of the sins of man (lsa. 
53:11; Rom. 5:8-10; 1 John 4:10). 

However, this view has weaknesses. What 
Anselm failed to take into account is the possibility 
that a sovereign could be merciful without jeopardiz
ing his superior position. 

The theory seems to imply a real conflict be
tween the attributes of God, which the Bible rejects. 
The biblical emphasis is not on a commercial trans
action but on the action of a loving and gracious God 
towards sinful men. We are not simply bystanders 
who receive indirect benefits from jesus' death. We 
are the purpose of it. 

7. The Irvingian View 
or Gradually Extirpated Development Theory 

This theory was elaborated by Edward Irving of En
gland (1792-1834). Irving believed in hereditary to
tal depravity. 5 

Irving believed Jesus came into a sinful body but 
did not sin. He believed jesus purified the body 
through struggle and suffering. In his death jesus 
completely extirpated its original depravity and re
united it to God. 

The purification of human nature in the person 
of Jesus Christ constitutes his work of redemption. 
Salvation is not by any objective propitiation, but 
only by becoming through faith partakers of Christ's 
new humanity. 

Irving's theory does recognize the fact of the new 
humanity of Christ, of which all believers are partak
ers by faith. However, this view denies the fact of 
objective salvation, through which alone we can re
ceive this new spiritual humanity. 

This view is also false because it accepts original 
sin as a biblical doctrine. The redemption is through 
jesus' death on the cross- not the purification of hu
man nature (Rom. 5:9-10; Eph. 2:13-16; Col. 1:20)! 

(Again, we thank you brother john Hobbs for this 
fascinating study on redemption by the blood of 
jesus. It is obvious that much study and research has 
gone into this composition; it is a long piece and we 
will break it into two parts .. What you have just read 
is part one and deals with false views of redemption. 
The second part will deal with the biblical teaching of 
salvation through the precious blood of the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sins of the world, which is 
what the new covenant is about.) 

11 06 Destiny Ct. 
Wylie, TX 75098-5183 
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Young Age for the Moon and Earth 
By Thomas G. Barnes, D .Sc. 

Receding Moon 

I t takes but one proof of a young age for the 
moon or the earth to completely refute the doc
trine of evolution. Based upon reasonable pos

tulates, great scope of observati onal data, and funda
mental laws of physics there is proof that the moon 
and the earth are too young for the presumed evolu
tion to have taken place. 

There is an easily understood physical proof that 
the moon is too young for the presumed evolutionary 
age. From the laws of physics o ne can show that the 
moon shou ld be receding from the earth. From the 
same laws one can show that the moon would have 
never survived a nearness to the earth of less than 
11,500 miles. That distance is known as the Roche 
limit.1 The tidal forces of the earth on a satellite of the 
moon's dimensions wou ld break up the satellite into 
something like the rings of Saturn. Hence the receding 
moon was never that close to the earth. 

The present speed of recessio n of the moon is 
known. If one multiplies this recession speed by the 
presumed evolutionary age, the moon w ould be 
much farther away from the earth than it is, even if it 
had started from the earth. It could not have been re
ceding for anything like the age demanded by the 
doctrine of evolutio n. There is as yet no tenable al
ternative explanation that will yield an evolutionary 
age of 4 billion years or more for the moon. Here is 

as simple a proof as science can provide that the 
moon is no t as old as claimed. 

How does an evolutionist reconcile this proof 
that the moon is too young for the presumed evolu
tion to have taken place? This known dynamical 
limit in the ea rth-moon system is a great problem to 
knowledgeable evolutionists. Robert C. Humes in his 
book Introduction to Space Science Qohn Wiley, 
1971) acknowledges the problem and states that 
"The who le subject of the origin of the moon must 
be regarded as highl y speculative." Dr. Louis B. 
Slichter, Pro fessor of Geophysics at Massachusetts 
[nstitute o f Technology treats thi s problem in great 
detail and concludes that "the time scale of the earth
moon system sti ll presents a major problem. "2 

[t turns out that the earth-moon tidal friction 
causes the ea rth 's spin rate to be slowing down. Lord 
Kelvin used that changing spin rate, assumed an ini
tial molten earth, and proved that the earth could 
not be a billion years old, or the earth 's present 
shape would be different.3 

Hence from theoretical and observational con
siderations there are two proofs that the earth-moon 
system can not be as old as a billion years. 

1) The ea rth-moon spacing and recession rate re
futes that long age. 

2) The shape of the earth refutes that long age. 
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Lunar Dust Depth 

The prelunar landing predictions of evolutionary sci
entists gave great concern to the astronauts. Their 
predictions were that due to a presumed 4.5 billion 
year age of the moon and the rate of influx of dust 
and the lunar physical processes of rock break-up, 
the astronauts might be lost in a great depth of dust 
on the moon. 4 Fortunately the evolutionary predic
tions of great dust depth were wrong. Our astronauts 
were not lost in the predicted "quicksand" of age-ac
cumulated dust on the moon. The creationist predic
tions of only a thin layer of dust were correct. 

This false prediction from evolutionary scientists 
lends support to the author's contention that the 
doctrine of evolution is a barrier to progress in sci
ence. Additional support for that contention can be 
found in the continual negative results of the evolu
tionary experiments to detect the presumed "evolved 
life forms" in space. Apparently one of the astro
nauts considered the lunar receiving laboratory to be 
a waste of time and money. To disprove the notion of 
evolved bacteria on the moon he offered to eat some 
of that dust. One should carefully note that the great 
successes of the NASA space program, of which we 
are all proud, were made possible by the tremendous 
advances in technology, not by evolutionary science. 
That technology is founded upon the proven laws of 
physics and chemistry and ingenious developments 
from the various fields of engineering. 

Radiometric Evidence of Rapid Creation 

Dr. Robert V. Gentry has radiometric evidence that 
the basement rock of the earth was formed in a cool 
state, not in a molten condition. A cool initial state 
of the earth gives support to a young age for the 
earth. His research involves the study of pleochroic 
halos (colored spheres) produced by the radioactive 
decay of Polonium 218. He analyzed over one hun
dred thousand of these halos in granitic rocks which 
had been taken from considerable depths below land 
surface and in all parts of the world. 

Two very important conclusions were drawn 
from this research 1) The Polonium 218 was primor
dial, that is to say, this radioactive element was in the 
original granite. 2) Because the halos can only be 
formed in the crystals of the granite, and the Polo
nium 218 half-life is only 3 minutes, the granite had 
to be cool and crystallized originally. The Polonium 
218 would have been gone before molten granite 
could have cooled. It would take a very long time for 
a molten earth to cool. 
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The final conclusion can be summarized in this 
brief quote from one of Gentry's technical papers: 
"The simple evidence of the halos is that the base
ment rocks of the earth were formed solid." "Halos 
in other minerals can be shown to give equally star
tling evidence of a young earth. "5 One needs to read 
some of Gentry's technical articles to see how clearly 
he established his conclusion that the Polonium 218 
was primordial. That in itself presents problems to 
conventional radiometric dating. The conventional 
radiometric dating postulates would not jibe with 
this initial state which Gentry has identified. 

Magnetic Evidence of a Young Earth 

The known decay in the earth's magnetic field and 
the inexorable depletion of its energy clearly point to 
an imminent and inevitable end of the earth's mag
netic field. A Department of Commerce publication 
lists evaluations of the strength of the earth's dipole 
magnet (its main magnet) since Karl Gauss made the 
first evaluation in the 1830's. It states that the rate of 
decrease is about So/o per hundred years. It then 
states that if the decay continues the magnetic field 
will "vanish in A.D. 3391."6 

This decay has some harmful environmental ef
fects. The earth's magnetic field extends into the 
space around the earth. This provides a protective 
shield against cosmic rays and solar wind. The half
life of this decaying magnetic field is 1400 years 
(meaning that every 1400 years its strength is cut in 
half). The field strength is now only about one third 
as strong as it was at the time of Christ. More harm
ful radiation is penetrating down to the surface of 
the earth. This is an irreversible degradation of our 
environment. 

Horace Lamb predicted this decay in an 1883 
theoretical paper on the source of the earth's mag
netic field. Looking backward in time, in the light of 
his theory and the present known decay rate, and as
suming the maximum plausible initial strength, puts 
an age limit on the earth's magnet of only a few 
thousand years. 7 

Evolutionary geologists assume that there is 
some type of dynamo mechanism sustaining the 
earth's magnet. No one has yet come up with an ac
ceptable theory for such a dynamo. That mechanism 
is supposed to be able to reverse the direction of the 
earth's magnet. They assume that this magnet has 
not been decaying continually but has reversed back 
and forth many times for billions of years. They must 
hold to a long age or it is the death knell for the 



whole theory of evolmion. Reversal phenomena are 
"read" into the magnetization of accessib le rocks in 
rhe crust of the earth. T he literature shows real prob
lems and some self-contradictions wi th t hose inter
pretations. 8 

Conclusion 
The age of the earth and moon can nor be as old as 
required in the doctrine of evolution , as has been 
shown when the great laws of physics are app lied to 
observed large scale phenomena such as: 

1) The recession rate of the moon and the Roche 
limit. 

2) The faster earth spin rate in the past. 
3) The rate of lunar dust build-up. 
4) The decay of the earth's magnetic field. 
5) The pleochroic halos in the ea rth 's basement 

rock. 
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(The much respected and exceptionally talented preacher, writer, debater and wit, G. C. Brewer, has gone 
from us to a land that is "fairer than day.,, Those of us who knew him lament his departure because we miss 
seeing him, but rejoice in his exaltation. Though he is gone, we still have the benefit of his wise counsel through 
the written word. Here is a potent article from his gifted hand that was first published in the Gospel Advocate, 
Jan. 4, 1940. Read and enjoy.) 

Songs, Songs, and Spiritual Songs 
By G. C Brewer 

rother who asks that his name be withheld has 
requested me to give him some help on Eph. 
5:18-19 and Col. 3:16. He desired that my 

help be given through the Gospel Advocate. He has 
read an exegesis of this passage by Charles H. Rober
son, but he seems still to be bothered by the repetition 
of words. I cannot hope to improve upon Brother 
Roberson's explanation; but if I can state the point in 
a way that our brother can see it, I shall be repaid for 
the effort. He states his question in these words: 

What did Paul mean, and why did he use 
the expression, "psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs"? If the instrument is ex
cluded by the etymology of the words used, 
would it be proper to say, "songs, songs, 
spiritual songs"? 

The nearest answer to this quibble is found in the 
article of Brother Roberson's referred to above. He 
states: "The distinction between the terms 'psalms.' 
'hymns; 'songs' has been considerably disputed. It is 
precarious to make assertions based upon any sup
posed differences between them. The three words 
are brought together here for rhetorical force." 

But is not there a difference? Are not the three 
words used from three different roots? Were not all 
three combined together to teach a specific lesson? If 
a distinction cannot be made, how can one afford to 
use the passages to affirm the unscripturalness of the 
instrument? In Ephesians, Paul specifies the instru
ment - as in Colossians - yet stating in each verse, 
"psalms and hymns and spiritual songs," he adds, 
"singing and making melody [singing with grace) in 
your hearts," etc. To be frank, what is the meaning of 
"psalms and hymns and spiritual songs"? 

A Fallacy 
There is a fallacy here which I shall point out before 
making any attempt to deal with the Greek words. 
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Our brother seems to think that we use this passage 
to show that instrumental music is excluded from the 
divine command. This is a mistake. No one who op
posed the introduction of instrumental music among 
the people of the Restoration Movement ever based 
an argument on Eph. 5:18-19 or Col. 3;16 or either 
of the other three passages where the Greek verb 
psallo occurs. Those who favored the use of instru
mental music, in an effort to prove that such practice 
is scriptural, resorted to this argument in the heat of 
controversy. In order to show that the use of instru
mental music in Christian worship is authorized by 
the New Testament they introduced psallo. They 
claimed that this word includes the instrument. It 
was, and is, their word and their argument. It is not 
ours, and never was. The burden of proof is still on 
them. We are under no obligation to prove that the 
word excludes anything. If it includes instrumental 
music, then their contention is established and our 
opposition must cease. If it does not include it, then 
their effort has failed and we are right in still de
manding that they bring Proof or abandon their 
claim for scriptural authority. We are in the negative. 
We have nothing to prove. But we demand proof. 
Let the affirmative meet and demand or give up the 
fight. 

Some eighteen or twenty years ago the Christian 
Standard stated that it had some misgivings about the 
argument based on psallo. It said it feared that this 
was an afterthought. That is exactly what it is. They 
first determined to have the instrument, and then 
later set out to find scriptural authority for it. Their 
trail ended in psallo, and they thought that they had 
treed the "varmint" in that Greek verb; but the only 
reply that the average brother needs to make to this 
whole elaborate argument is this: If psallo or any 
other Greek word includes the instrument and au
thorizes its use in worship, why do the translations 



not show this? Why did the translators not give us an 
English word that would convey the meaning of the 
Greek word? Is that not what "translation" means? 
Where is the English translation that designates or 
indicates instrumental music in any passage? 

The Greek Words 
In the passages under consideration there are five 
Greek words used in the injunction to teach one an
other and to offer praise to God. Three of these 
words are nouns and two of them are verbs. They are 
cognates, however, and there are only three words 
that need to he dealt with. These nouns are psalmos, 
hymnos, and ode. They are all in the plural form in 
our references, and there is a conjunction between 
them thus: psalmois kai odais kai pueumatikais -
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. If each one of 
these nouns means songs, then we have a capital case 
of redundancy, which literally is songs and songs 
and spiritual songs. We shall attend to this after we 
have presented the cognate verbs. 

The verbs are psallo and ado. We contend that 
each of these verbs means sing - I sing, in that form. 
In Eph. 5:19 they are both used, and they are in the 
participial form thus: adontes kai psallontes. They 
are translated "singing and making melody." But if 
they both mean sing, then we have singing and sing
ing. This presents the difficulty so that all can see it. 

The DiHiculty Explained 
The word psallo occurs five times, and only five 
times, in the New Testament. Everywhere and by all 
translations it is rendered sing, except this participial 
here in Eph. 5: 19. This is rendered "making 
melody" by most translations. A few render it "mak
ing music" or "praising," etc.; but however it is ren
dered, it states an action that is to be done by or with 
or in the heart. Hence, it is a figurative use of the 
verb. This explains why the translators make an ex
ception of this passage and render it by a different 
English word or phrase from that used in the other 
places where it occurs. They could not use the same 
English word for the two Greek participles and make 
idiomatic English. The fact that psallontes is used 
figuratively may explain why Paul used the two 
words. But my personal view is that Brother 
Roberson is correct in saying that the words are 
brought together here for rhetorical force. It is just 
one of the mariy places in the Scriptures where the 
same meaning is expressed by repetition in poetical 
rhythm or rhetorical flourish. In another article, I 

shall cite example of this use of language. But here I 
wish to give the comments of scholars on this pas
sage. These will show the attempts that have been 
made to explain what each of these words includes. 

Quotations from Scholars 
"Bloomfield's Greek New Testament with Notes": 
'These words are, I think, in-tended to illustrate and 
exemplify the preceding verse; and the meaning 
seems to be that, when in their families, or in society, 
they felt elevated beyond ordinary conversation, and 
sought for hilarity, they should not express this feel
ing, as did the heathens, in singing or reciting disso
lute songs (called 'scolia'), but in the use of 'psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs': either by recitation, to 
each other, or by singing them, singly or in chorus. It 
would seem that we are not to understand the psalms 
of David only, but also the compositions of those 
persons who had the spiritual gifts. Accordingly, such 
psalmoi differed in no material respect from hymnal. 

How far the odai differed from both is by no 
means clear. The difference would seem to have been 
that the two former celebrated the praises of God in 
strains adapted to be sung in chorus, while the odai 
were poems on some religious subject, and, it is 
probable, were usually only recited; or if sung, sung 
as are our solo anthems, in which there is much that 
is recitative. 

"This the apostle directs to be done en te cardia 
- i.e., so that the inward affections of their hearts 
should go with the outward expressions of their 
voices, meaning that this was not to be performed in 
a cold and formal manner, or be regarded as always 
to be done, but only when they felt so inclined. Thus 
we shall fully comprehend the force of the admoni
tion at James 5:13, at which so many have stumbled: 
euthumei tis; psalleto. The meaning is not that our 
cheerfulness must always be shown in singing of 
psalms, but that if anyone be elevated more than or
dinarily, let him express it, not in the use of dissolute 
songs, but rather in hymns of praise. The terms 
psallo and ado are synonymous, but both terms are 
used - the former to correspond to the psalmoi, the 
latter to the hymnoi., 

Dr. James Macknight: "Speak to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. Estius says 
psalms, in profane authors, denote songs in general, 
especially those that were sung with the harp, and 
that hymns are those that were sung in honor of the 
gods. Beza thinks psalms, in this passage, denote 
those poetical compositions in which David uttered 
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his own complaints and prayers; also those metrical 
historical narrations by which he instructed the 
people; and that hymns are his other compositions in 
which he celebrated the praises of God. By spiritual 
odes Estius understands those songs which were dic
tated to the spiritual men by the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 
15 :26), and which, after being uttered in the church, 
were committed to memory, or perhaps to writing, 
by others. Of this kind were the songs of Elisabeth, 
of Mary, and of Zecharias, recorded by Luke 42,46-
4 7. The same author is of opinion that in this pas
sage the Ephesians were directed to sing alternately, 
a custom which was early practiced in the church; 
and that the apostle recommended it to them to sing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, not only in 
their assemblies for worship, but in their houses, 
mentioning, as an example, Paul and Silas singing the 
praises of God in the prison of Philippi so as to be 
heard by their fellow prisoners." 

Dr. Adam Clarke: "Verse 19 ('speaking to your
selves in psalms') : We can scarcely say what is the 
exact difference between these three expressions, 
Psalms may probably mean those of David. 

"Hymns: extemporaneous effusions in praise of 
God, uttered under the influence of the divine Spirit, 
or a sense of his especial goodness. (See Acts 26: 25.) 

"Songs: odes; premeditated and regular poetic 
compositions; but in whatever form they were com
posed, we learn that they were all spiritual, tending 
to magnify God and edify men. 
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"'Singing and making melody in your heart': the 
heart always going with the lips. It is a shocking pro
fanation of divine worship to draw nigh to God with 
the lips, while the heart is far from him. It is too of
ten the ease that, in public worship, men are carried 
off from the sense of the words by the sounds that 
are put to them. And how few choirs of singers are 
there in the universe whose hearts ever accompany 
them in what they call singing the praises of God." 

Conybeare and Howson, "Life and Epistles of 
Saint Paul": "Throughout the whole passage there is 
a contrast implied between the heathen and the 
Christian practice. When you meet, let your enjoy
ment consist, not in fullness of wine, but fullness of 
Spirit; let your songs be, not the drinking songs of 
heathen feasts, but psalms and hymns; and their ac
companiment, not the music of the lyre, but the 
melody of the heart; while you sing them to the 
praise, not of Bacchus or Venus, but of the Lord. 

P.O. Box 190192 
Houston, Texas 77269 

FF 

God established only one way. 

Is One Religion 
as Good as Another? 

A time line of religions 
from the "beginning" until the present 

Compiled as a study 
by Jake Van Dyke 

This book follows a time line of God's dealings with 
man from Adam to present. The time line shows the 
various religions men have created along side of 
those religions God has authorized during four distinct 
time periods. 

• The period before the deluge and the saving of 
Noah. 

• The age of God's dealings, promises, and cov-
enants with the Patriarchs. 

• The Law established with Moses and Israel 
• The Christian Age 
In each time period, we see what God expected of 

his people and what man chose to do in establishing 
his own ideas of what religion should be. Follow the 
religions of time and discover the path that pleases 
God. 

Large format 8% x 11, softback 
Print is very readable. 

$12.95 plus s&h 

Order from 
Jake Van Dyke • 257 Roxie Dr. 

Florence, AL 35633-1331 • (256) 766-5759 



(The Wallace family has produced a number of outstanding preachers for the church, among them the 
richly talented Cled E. Wallace. He was a man who stood by his convictions. This article is from his pen, writ
ten in january 1940 and first published in the Gospel Advocate. To read the writings of the leading men of this 
period is to gain a glimpse into the kind of teaching that produced the growth of the church in the 40's and 
SO's. A return to bold and uncompromising presentation of biblical truth will result in all the growth that is 
good for us. Men plant, men water, but God, through the powerful gospel of salvation, gives the increase. We 
are deeply indebted to this courageous warrior, Cled E. Wallace, for his sacrifices and accomplishments.) 

Idols in the Heart 
By Cled E. Wallace 

A idolater is one who worships idols. We asso
ciate the term with the heathen who in their 
darkened understanding worship images and 

often engage in the most depraved practices. In the 
New Testament idolatry is mentioned in connection 
with, and condemned along with, such things as for
nication, thievery, drunkenness, murder and the like. 
The wrath of God cometh upon all such and the 
gates of heaven are closed against them. 

Gross forms of idolatry were common among the 
Gentiles when the church was established. Paul re
minded the Thessalonians that "ye turned unto God 
from idols," and this was true of practically all the 
host of Gentile converts throughout the world dur
ing the time of Paul's ministry. "Keep yourselves 
from idols" was pertinent ad- vice in view of the con
stant temptation the Gentile disciples were under to 
revert to their former practices. Much of the teach
ing of the New Testament on purity of life, putting 
off the old man and putting on the new, was written 
with this situation in mind. 

In the pride of wisdom and culture, it is easy to 
entertain the conceit that there is no idolatry among 
us - that is, not much. It is true that we do not see 
churchgoers thumbing paper prayers at a wooden 
idol, but there are more refined forms of idolatry 
found even in high and pious places. We pity the ig
norance of the heathen. Still, it is not at all unlikely 
that we are a nation of idolaters. There is such a 
thing as an idol in the heart, and the idols we en
shrine there are as alienating and fatal to fellow ship 
with God as though they were set up in a pagan 
temple. Jesus said, "Take heed, and keep yourselves 
from all covetousness." We are informed, "covetous
ness is idolatry." If a grasping spirit of selfishness is 

idolatry, then what a miserable set of heathens a lot 
of us are. 

Let us look at the problem from another angle. 
"Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve." Any object of worship that sup
plants him be-comes an idol, whether it be in stone 
or fancy. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart." Any-thing that eclipses God in our affec
tions becomes an idol. The love of money, the love of 
pleasure, the love of power, one or all of these may 
make heathens of us. Jesus makes it clear that a man 
cannot even love his father or mother more than he 
does the Lord. Were Paul on earth today, he might 
say even to the church as he said to the saints in 
Corinth: "Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idola
try., 

Certain of the elders of Israel came to the prophet 
Ezekiel to inquire concerning the will of God. These 
men were honorably situated and their coming to in
quire of God seemed praiseworthy. God expressed 
his contempt for them and warned the prophet 
against them. They neither loved God nor cared for 
his will. They only wanted divine endorsement as a 
cloak for their iniquities. "Should I be inquired of at 
all by them?" said God. They came to the prophet 
with idols in their hearts. For self-ish reasons they 
wanted permission to do as they pleased, and the 
pleasure of God was not a determining factor in their 
plans. They might have even been self-deceived as 
such idolaters often are, but the prophet undeceived 
them. The judgment of God was delivered in biting 
terms. "They are all estranged from me through their 
idols." God "knowest the hearts of all men"; and 
while men look on the outward appearance, he looks 
on the heart, and no acceptable service can come 
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from it, if it is corrupted with idols. There is another 
fearful thing r evealed in this connection; the man 
who comes to God or the prophet with a heart full of 
idols will get an answer, a decepti ve answer, in keep
ing with the condition of his heart, "according to the 
multiwde of his idols." He is dishonest in the first 
place, foo l enough ro think he can deceive God, and 
the answer he gets leaves him the victim of strong 
delusio ns. Ananias a nd Sapphire had idols in their 
hearts when with base and selfish motives they laid a 
gift of money at the apostle's feet and lied to the Holy 
Spirit. Any man who will approach God with an idol 
in h is heart is a liar in fact and in act. Such liars actu
all y pray and keep up the pretenses of genuine piety. 
"Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may spend it in your pleasures." A sincere desire al
ways to do the will of God is the power that keeps 
idols out of the heart. An idol-pollu ted heart can be 
no temple of God. "And what agreement hath a 
temple of God wit h idols? for we are a temple of rhe 
living God; even as God said. I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall he my people." 

Balaam, the covetous, is a classic example of a 
man giving himself whol ly ro the worship of the idol 
in his hea rt. H e " loved the hire of wrong-doing." 
W hen tempted by the messengers of Balak, king of 
Moab, to curse the chi ldren of Israel. Balaam insisted 
that he must inquire fo r the wi ll of God in the mat
ter. Being a prophet, he possibly had a very good 
idea wha t the will of God was in the first place. 
H owever, he made inquiry and found beyond doubt 
that the people he de-sired ro curse for personal gain 
had the blessing of God. He reluctantly and sorrow
full y sent the messengers of Balaam away. Others re
turned with offers of greater rewards that burned 
Balsam's resistance completely down. He made loud 
professions of loyalty to the will of God, but re
ceived the new envoys and asked them to tarry until 
he found what the Lord would say " more." The an
swer he received was according to the idol in his 
heart. God raid him to go along and do as he wished. 
H e went, and God was angry wi th him because he 
went and stood adversaries as warn ings in his way. 
The height of hypocrisy is seen in the pursuance of a 
course in the name of the Lord, which must be 
known is contrary ro his wil l. Balaam followed such 
a course through selfishness. His record is sordid and 
tragic. H e doubtless sought to ease evil conscience by 
claims rhar God tolerated his conduct. His real 
prompting came nor from God, but from the idol in 
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his heart. He was a wicked man, who perverted the 
will of God. 

We read of " ignorant and unstedfast" men "who 
wrest the scriptures unto their own destruction. " 
Such men are idolaters. They have idols in their 
hearts. Many hobby riders and theory mongers be
long to this class. The word of God, which clearly 
reflects the divine will, allows them free course in 
following the desires of their heart. It is truly aston
ishing what the Bible can be made to teach in the 
hands of those who wrest it and pervert it in the in
terest of party. As God answered men of old accord
ing to the condition of their hearts, it may be con
cluded that he still does. Men with w ild and unrea
sonable notions can take a Bible and prove them, at 
least to their own sa tisfacti on. God is answering "ac
cord ing to the multitude of his idols." If you are 
tempted to approach the sacred volume with a preju
diced and willful heart, remember Balaam and the el
ders o f Israel. Instead of receiving the true will of 
God you may receive a strong delusion that you may 
believe a lie and be damned. 

T he seed that brought good fruit fe ll into an hon
est heart, in the parable of the sower. 
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Potpourri ... 
Here we go again, looking at global society, 

pondering its weakness and its strength. 
Reflection on human behavior reveals the 

depth of degradation of which man is capable, and 
noting the height of goodness of which man is also 
capable. Old Testament prophets and New Testa
ment writers frequently observe that wickedness 
brings destruction and obeying divine precepts ex
alts. 

• "My people are destroyed for lack of knowl
edge" (Hos. 4:6). 

• "Therefore my people are gone into captivity 
for lack of knowledge" (Isa. 5: 13 ). 

• ''And even as they refused to have God in their 
knowledge, God gave them up unto a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting" 
(Rom. 1:28). 

• "For this they willfully forget ... " (2 Pet. 3 :5). 
• "And this is the judgment, that the light is come 

into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the light; for their works were evil" Uohn 
3:19). 

When people forget God and refuse to know his 
word, the result is devastation; when people remem
ber God and diligently seek to know his word, the 
result is exaltation. One brings misery the other 
brings joy. 

So, we study the "signs of the times" to 
strengthen our resolve to "walk in the light." That is 
what this column is about. 

Let us proceed ... 

Arab lafwa 011 Ufmmoral" fV 

• RIYADH, Saudi Arabia- Arabs across the ideo
logical spectrum, from secular-minded liberals to 
Muslim hard-liners, are denouncing a top Saudi 
cleric's edict that it was permissible to kill the owners 
of satellite TV stations that show "immoral" content. 

Many expressed worry the recent comments by 
Sheik Saleh al-Lihedan- chief of the kingdom's 
highest tribunal, the Supreme Judiciary Council
would fuel terrorism, encouraging attacks on station 
employees and owners. 

The edict, or fatwa, has also focused the spot
light on Saudi Arabia's legal system because of al
Lihedan's senior position in the judiciary. The system 
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is run by Islamic cleric-judges, many of them hard
liners, and has increasingly been criticized by some 
Saudis because of the wide discretion judges have in 
punishing criminals and the perception that many 
judges are out of touch with the realities of the 
world. 

Even conservative clerics who agree that Arab 
satellite networks show too many "indecent" pro
grams said al-Lihedan had gone too far 

"Our religion prevents Muslims from watching 
films that provide seduction, obscenity and vulgar
ity," said Sheik Hazim A wad, an Iraqi cleric, who, 
like al-Lihedan, is Sunni Muslim. 

But "the real Muslim can just cancel (subscrip
tions to) these channels," he said. 

Many conservatives frown on the Arab world's 
numerous satellite networks for airing music vid
eos - often with scantily clad women singers - or 
Western movies and TV shows like "Sex and the 
City," from which nude scenes are sometimes but not 
always cut. 

Obscenity isn't the only thing that disturbs some. 
On Tuesday, another Saudi cleric, Sheik Mohammed 
Munajjid, said the cartoon character Mickey Mouse 
should be killed. Munajjid said in an interview with a 
religious Web site that under Islamic law, rats and 
mice are considered "repulsive" and as "soldiers of 
Satan." 

The controversy over al-Lihedan's fatwa began a 
week ago, when the cleric was answering questions 
from callers to the daily "Light in the Path" religious 
program on Saudi state radio. One caller asked about 
Islam's view of the owners of satellite TV channels 
that show "bad programs" during the holy month of 
Ramadan, which began more than two weeks ago. 

"I want to advise the owners of these channels, 
who broadcast calls for such indecency and impu
dence ... and I warn them of the consequences," al
Lihedan said in the program. "Those calling for cor
rupt beliefs, certainly it's permissible to kill them" 
(Associated Press - 9/19/2008). 

BoycoH Successful 
• OAK BROOK, Ill., Oct. 10, 2008 The Ameri

can Family Association (AFA) announced the end of 
a successful boycott yesterday against McDonald's 



Corporation. McDonald's has severed its ties to a 
homosexual business group and declared neutrality 
in the culture wars as per AFKs request 
(LifeSiteNews.com). 

AFKs five-month boycott ended after Richard 
Ellis, former McDonald's vice president of U.S. com
munications, left his seat on the board of directors of 
the National Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Com
merce (NGLCC). McDonald's, which was offered 
the seat after donating $20,000 to the NGLCC, has 
announced there are no plans to replace Ellis on the 
board. 

In an email to its franchise owners, McDonald's 
said, "It is our policy to not be involved in political 
and social issues. McDonald's remains neutral on 
same sex marriage or any 'homosexual agenda' as 
defined by the American Family Association." 

Suit Against God 
• LINCOLN, Neb. - A judge has thrown out a 

Nebraska legislator's lawsuit against God, saying the 
Almighty wasn't properly served due to his unlisted 
home address. State Sen. Ernie Chambers filed the 
lawsuit last year seeking a permanent injunction 
against God. 

He said God has made terroristic threats against 
the senator and his constituents in Omaha, inspired 
fear and caused "widespread death, destruction and 
terrorization of millions upon millions of the Earth's 
inhabitants." 

Chambers has said he filed the lawsuit to make 
the point that everyone should have access to the 
courts regardless of whether they are rich or poor. 

On Tuesday, however, Douglas County District 
Court Judge Marlon Polk ruled that under state law 
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a plaintiff must have access to the defendant for a 
lawsuit to move forward. 

"Given that this court finds that there can never 
be service effectuated on the named defendant this 
action will be dismissed with prejudice," Polk wrote. 

Chambers, who graduated from law school but 
never took the bar exam, thinks he's found a hole in 
the judge's ruling. 

"The court itself acknowledges the existence of 
God," Chambers said Wednesday. ''A consequence of 
that acknowledgment is a recognition of God's om
niscience." 

Therefore, Chambers said, "Since God knows 
everything, God has notice of this lawsuit." 

Transconfused 
• A federal court has ruled against the Library of 

Congress for refusing to hire a transgendered per
son. 

The American Civil Liberties Union says the rul
ing sends a message to employers everywhere that if 
they fire or refuse to hire someone for transitioning 
to another gender, they can be held liable. Mat 
Staver, dean of Liberty University's law school and 
founder of Liberty Counsel, believes the decision is 
outrageous. 

"This is why there needs to be sanity within our 
legal system with regards to this homosexual agenda, 
which will literally undermine the whole concept of 
law and the rule of law," Staver contends. "And it 
also underscores why we need judges on the bench 
who will judge and not legislate their own ideology." 

The Liberty Counsel founder believes it is essen
tial to appeal the case. "The question, however, that 
we have to ask is what will the Supreme Court of the 
United States do with this?" Staver wonders. "It's 
probably going to be a very tightly divided court on 
this issue because we have some justices on the Su
preme Court who [couldn't] care less about the Con
stitution, federal or state law, or the rule of law in 
general." 

California Clerics Ousted for leaving Episcopal Church 
• An Episcopal Church committee voted Friday 

(Oct. 17) to oust more than 50 California clerics 
who left the denomination last year to join a more 
conservative province in the Anglican Communion. 

The 16 deacons and 36 priests have six months 
to recant and return to the Episcopal Church before 
they are defrocked by Bishop Jerry Lamb of the 
Fresno-based Diocese of San Joaquin, according to 
Episcopal News Service. 
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Charged with "abandoning" the Episcopal Church, 
the 52 deacons and priests would no longer be allowed 
to function as Episcopal clergy. 

In late 2007, 4 2 of 4 7 parishes in the diocese left 
the Episcopal Church and joined the Argentina-based 
Anglican Province of the Southern Cone. Bishop 
John-David Schofield, who seceded with his diocese, 
was defrocked by the Episcopal Church last January, 
though he remains a bishop in the Southern Cone. 

Last month, a conservative majority in the Dio
cese of Pittsburgh also split from the Episcopal 
Church, the U.S. branch of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion, and aligned with the Southern Cone. 
Two more dioceses - Fort Worth, Texas, and 
Quincy, Ill. - are poised to make similar moves next 
month. 

Episcopal Church Defrocks Dissident Bishop 
• Leaders of the U.S. Episcopal Church voted on 

Thursday to defrock a bishop who has been a leader 
among dissidents opposed to the ascendancy of gays 
in the church and a critic of other issues involving 
liberal scriptural interpretation. 

The House of Bishops of the 2.4-million-member 
U.S. branch of the global Anglican Communion said 
its members meeting in Utah has voted 88-35 tore
move Bishop Robert Duncan, head of the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from the ordained minis
try. 

Over the years Duncan has been a leading 

496 Hugo McCord Articleson a CD 
plus 

9 articles on Muslims by Bill Humble 
Articles in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF 

$10.99 
$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some con- nect with that 
event. BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

3 0 October 2008 
Firm Foundation 

orthodox dissident and an organizer of those who 
have been at odds with the U.S. church since 2003 
when the Episcopal Church consecrated Gene 
Robinson of New Hampshire as the first bishop in 
more than four centuries of church history known to 
be in an openly homosexual relationship. 

Presiding Bishop Katharine J efferts Schori, head 
of the U.S. branch of the 77 -million-member world
wide Anglican church, said the bishops had con
cluded that Duncan's actions constituted an "aban
donment of the communion of this church" and that 
"he should be deposed." 

Breakaway Parish Retains Disputed Land 
• FAIRFAX, Va.- A judge has ruled that a conser

vative congregation can retain its property even 
though it broke away from the Episcopal Diocese of 
Virginia. 

Fairfax County Circuit Judge Randy Bellows 
ruled that Truro Church can keep a $1.2 million par
cel of disputed land. 

The ruling stems from a property dispute be
tween the Episcopal Church and 11 conservative 
congregations that broke away amid disagreements 
over biblical authority and gay issues. 

Truro Church and The Falls Church were two of 
Virginia's largest Episcopal parishes before they left 
the denomination to join with more conservative An
glicans in the U.S. and abroad. 

Trial arguments next week will focus on owner
ship of The Falls Church property. 

Goal of Islam 
• An Egyptian who fled Islam and now lives un

der that religion's sentence of death says the goal of 
global jihad simply is the takeover of the world. 

The man, who now is a pastor in the United 
States and uses the pseudonym Muhammad Kernel, 
recently was interviewed by Joel Richardson, co-edi
tor of "Why We Left Islam: Former Muslims Speak 
Out." 

Kernel said Islamic tradition teaches that those 
who leave Islam should be killed, and Muhammad 
taught, "Whoever leaves his religion (Islam) kill 
him." And while the United States is not governed by 
Islam's Shariah religious law, many fundamentalist 
Muslims do not see Shariah law as being limited by 
national boundaries. 

Kernel said the truth is that the events of Sept. 
11, 2001, were the actions of those who were fol
lowing the Quran closely. 

He said the goal is to have at least 40 million 



Muslim youths who have memorized the entire 
Quran. 

He said the "average peaceful Muslim and mod
erate western Muslim" are that way "because they 
have not studied the Quran." 

"If a Muslim begins to study the Quran, under
stands the true religion of Islam, and what true Islam 
requires a true Muslim to do, he will either reject Is
lam or he will become a Muslim committed to vio
lence," Kernel said. 

Those who hijacked airplanes on 9/11 and killed 
thousands "are not extremists from a Quranic view
point; only a Western viewpoint," he said. 

Kernel told Richardson he was born into a 
prominent Muslim family in Egypt and considered 
himself dedicated to Islam. He said he simply discov
ered his own faith in Jesus Christ through reading 
the Bible. 

He said he senses a massive conflict developing 
between hard-line Islam and the rest of the world. 

Kernel also said on the leading edge of the Is
lamic aggression are individuals such as Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who speaks fre
quently about the Imam Al-Mahdi, Islam's coming 
messiah-figure. 

"Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is trying to use this Is
lamic theology to brainwash Iranian youth, to trans
form them into jihadists, those willing to kill in the 
name of Islam. By killing and creating chaos in the 
world, Ahmadinejad and others that hold this view
point believe that the coming of Imam Al-Mahdi can 
be hastened," Kernel said. 

"There is a fierce war that is raging between Is-
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lam and Christianity in the spiritual realm and this 
conflict has become more and more evident on the 
earth," Kernel said (WorldNetDaily). 

Some Advocate fvolutionism Only in Texas Schools 

• Scientists from Texas universities denounced 
what they called supernatural and religious teaching 
in public school science classrooms and voiced oppo
sition to attempts to water down evolution instruc
tion. 

The newly formed 21st Century Science Coali
tion said so far it has 800 members who have signed 
up online. 

"Texas public schools should be preparing our 
kids to succeed in the 21st century, not promoting 
political and ideological agendas that are hostile 
to a sound science education," said David Hillis, a 
professor of integrative biology at the University 
of Texas at Austin. 

The State Board of Education is considering new 
science curriculum standards. It is expected to vote 
next spring. Because Texas is such a large purchaser 
of textbooks, its ongoing science debate affects text
books nationwide. 

An academic work group proposed that Texas 
standards for biology courses eliminate the long-held 
language of teaching students the "strengths and 
weaknesses" of theories. 

The science coalition supports that language 
change because it says talking of "weaknesses" of 
evolution allows for religion-based concepts like cre
ationism and intelligent design to enter the instruc
tion. The Texas Freedom Network, an Austin-based 
group that says it monitors the influence of the reli
gious right, also praises the proposed language 
change. 

But they say they fear State Board of Education 
members, led by chairman and creationist Don 
McLeroy, will switch the language back before the fi
nal vote. 

Even at Baylor University in Waco, the world's 
largest Baptist university, professors don't teach cre
ationism because it's not based on science, said Rich
ard Duhrkopf, an associate professor of biology. 

"We shouldn't be teaching the supernatural in sci
ence classrooms," Duhrkopf said. "It's time to keep 
religion and faith in the Sunday schools and not in the 
public schools." 

McLeroy denies he is trying to force religion and 
the supernatural into Texas schools. 

"I'm getting sick and tired or people saying we're 
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interjecting religion," he said. "We're certainly not 
interjecting religion. Not at all." 

McLeroy says he supports restoring the "strengths 
and weaknesses" language and said working groups 
left some form of that language in the proposed stan
dards for chemistry and astronomy. He also said he 
supports the "testable explanations" approach advo
cated by the National Academy of Sciences. 

"Texas students need to understand what science 
is and what its limitation are," McLeroy said Tues
day, repeating part of an opinion piece he wrote in 
August. "I look at evolution as still a hypothesis with 
weaknesses." 

Federal courts have ruled against forcing the 
teaching of creationism and intelligent design. So 
teaching the strengths and weaknesses of theories 
such as evolution has become "code" for pushing reli
gion-based ideas in schools, said Dan Quinn, spokes
man for the Texas Freedom Network. 

"It's time for the State Board of Education to lis
ten to experts instead of promoting their own per
sonal and political agendas," Quinn said. 

(This printed that you may know about what is 
proposed and what is said. We vehemently oppose the 
idea that it is unscientific to point out the weaknesses 
of evolutionism. Science is not harmed when the truth 
is told - evolutionism may be harmed, but it is not 
science.) 

God 
• This week (Oct. 5, 2008) marks the opening of 

a highly charged movie comedy. "Religious," is a 
Boat-style journey starring Bill Maher that is de
signed to demonstrate that anyone who believes in 
God is a moron. 

We must not allow pressure from society to make 
followers of Jesus into "secret disciples." We have 
too long allowed unbelievers to browbeat us into 
tight-lipped silence. 

PITA 
• WATERBURY, Vt. - People for the Ethical 

Treatment of Animals sent a letter to Ben Cohen and 
Jerry Greenfield, cofounders of Ben &Jerry's Home-
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made Inc., urging them to replace cow's milk they use 
in their ice cream products with human breast milk, 
according to a statement recently released by a PETA 
spokeswoman. 

"PET.Ns request comes in the wake of news re
ports that a Swiss restaurant owner will begin pur
chasing breast milk from nursing mothers and substi
tuting breast milk for 75 percent of the cow's milk in 
the food he serves," the statement says. 

PETA officials say a move to human breast milk 
would lessen the suffering of dairy cows and their 
babies on factory farms and benefit human health. 

"The fact that human adults consume huge quan
tities of dairy products made from milk that was 
meant for a baby cow just doesn't make sense," says 
PETA Executive Vice President Tracy Reiman. "Ev
eryone knows that 'the breast is best,' so Ben & 
Jerry's could do consumers and cows a big favor by 
making the switch to breast milk." 

"We applaud PET.Ns novel approach to bringing 
attention to an issue, but we believe a mother's milk 
is best used for her child," said a spokesperson for 
Ben and Jerry's. 
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In Jesus' Name 
• A new policy banning Virginia State Police chap

lains from saying "Jesus Christ" during prayer is stir
ring up a lot of controversy. Six chaplains have already 
resigned over the issue. 

Claude Duncan from Johnson City is against the 
prayer policy change. "I think it's a terrible thing 
that they would create such a thing that would deny 
us the privilege of praying in the name of our savior, 
Jesus Christ," Duncan said. 

We found strong opposition on Monday to a de
cision by Virginia State Police to ban chaplains from 
saying 'Jesus,' 'Christ' in prayer at department events 
like trooper graduations. 

Trooper Rex Carter is one of six chaplains who 
resigned after this prayer policy change by Virginia 
State Police. 

"I just felt that my faith, my Bible, my convic
tions must be my guide, so I made a decision to re
sign from the program rather than participate in this 
generic prayer policy," Carter said. 

In a statement, Virginia State Police Colonel 
Steven Flaherty wrote. "The Department recognizes 
the importance as a state government agency to be 
inclusive and respectful of the varied ethnicities, cul
tures, and beliefs of our employees, their families, 
and citizens at-large." 

Really, well what about respect for the professing 
Christian's right to publicly say, "In the name of 
Jesus Christ?" 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21 ; Acts 2:3 8 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 

Parents and Friends 
• Parents and Friends of ExGays and Gays says 

most libraries stock pro-homosexual books, but 
when it comes to books on the truth about homo
sexuality and materials on how one can be freed 
from the homosexual lifestyle, censorship seems to 
be fair play. PFOX executive director Regina Griggs 
explains that her organization has sent these types of 
materials to libraries, only to have them rejected or 
sent back. 

"Consequently, the facts and the messages are not 
getting to young adults and to teens today that homo
sexuality is not innate," Griggs laments. "There has 
never been a replicated study that says one is born gay 
and that change is not possible." 

Griggs also questions why the American Civil Lib
erties Union defends pro-homosexual publications in 
libraries under the guise of free speech, yet it has no 
problem with censoring the opposing view. 

"If the ACLU professes to be protecting the 
rights of free speech as guaranteed by the Constitu
tion of the United States, then I think I should be 
calling them and asking them to protect ours," she 
adds. "You know, this is not a two-way street ... ei
ther free speech exists for all, or it doesn't." 

According to Griggs, concerned citizens can log 
onto PFOX.org and learn how to lobby their local li
braries to carry materials that expose the truth of ho
mosexuality. She says her organization is also willing 
to offer concerned citizens any help they may need if 
they meet resistance. 

PFOX, adds Griggs, does not promote hatred of 
homosexuals, as her own son is struggling with ho
mosexuality. Griggs encourages people to get the 
truth out in a loving fashion. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Scriptural Baptism 

Question: Must a person who is being baptized 
understand that baptism is for the remission 

of s1ns for the baptism to be scriptural? Why is "for 
the remission of sins" more important than under
standing, for example, that it is to "receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit"? 

Answer: Baptism as commanded in the Great 
..t\..commission includes immersion in water, but 
some understanding on the part of the one baptized 
is also involved. Otherwise anyone who dives into a 
swimming pool is scripturally baptized. 

Faith in Christ and his atoning death, and a peni
tent heart are essential prerequisites to biblical bap
tism. 

The account of the 12 disciples at Ephesus who 
had been baptized "with John's baptism" demon
strates that not every immersion is "in the name of 
the Lord Jesus" even when it is a response to preach
ing about Christ (Acts 19: 1-5). 

Thankfully, many students from widely different 
affiliations and backgrounds are beginning to teach 
that baptism is an integral part of the conversion ex
perience. However, it remains a controversial sub
ject. The word being preached in most pulpits today 
is still that one is saved before and without baptism. 
"Being baptized has nothing whatsoever to do with 
being saved," is heard over and over. 

Note the difference between that popular teach
ing and the Lord's statement. Many today say, "He 
who believes is saved and then should be baptized." 
Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized shall be 
saved" (Mark 16:16). See the difference? 

Our questioner believes baptism is essential but is 
asking, "If those who believe they are saved before 
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baptism are then immersed because it is a command
ment of the Lord, is their baptism nevertheless 
valid?" 

For at least two reasons, I urge such people to be 
immersed again, to be "baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus," that is, with the baptism the Lord com
mands. 

The Purpose of Baptism 
Why be baptized? The Bible says: 

To be saved. "He who believes and is baptized 
shall be saved" (Mark 16: 16). 

For remission of sins. "Be baptized ... in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). 

To receive the Holy Spirit. "Be baptized ... and 
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2:38). 

To wash away sins. "Be baptized and wash away 
your sins" (Acts 22: 16). 

To get into Christ and into His death. "Do you 
not know that as many of us as were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?" (Rom. 
6:3). 

To begin new life. "We were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just as Christ is 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life" (Rom. 
6:4). 

To get into Christ's body. "For by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body" (1 Cor. 12: 13). 

To be in Christ, to put on Christ. "For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ" (Gal. 3: 17). 

For salvation. "Baptism ... now saves us" (1 Pet. 
3:21). 

When people like our questioner ask, "Which (or 
how many) of these purposes for baptism must one 
understand in order to be scripturally baptized?" the 
wrong question is being asked. 

These are not really several different reasons 
why one might be baptized; they are different ways 



of stating one primary truth about baptism: baptism 
is the point at which the change from being still in 
sin to being free from sin takes place (see Rom. 6:17-
18). 

The question is not whether one must under
stand "for the remission of sins" rather than "to re
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit." It is whether one 
must understand "for the remission of sins" rather 
than "because my sins have already been remitted." 
It is whether one must understand "into Christ" 
rather than "because I am in Christ." It is whether 
one understands "to receive the Spirit" rather than 
"because I have the Spirit." 

Those who believe they were saved before they 
were baptized deny every biblical purpose for baptism. 

"But," it is objected, "is not the highest motive of 
all just to be baptized to obey the Lord?" 

Obedience is certainly one reason to be baptized, 
but it is also one reason for partaking of the Lord's 
Supper. Both baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
commandments of the Lord, but the Lord's Supper is 
not essential to initial salvation, not a necessary part 
of becoming a Christian, in the way baptism is. 

We sometimes discuss the fate of those who plan 
to be baptized but die before they actually get it 
done. We raise no such question about those who are 
baptized on Monday night and die before Sunday 
never having eaten the Lord's Supper. 

Any who would believe they must eat the Lord's 
Supper to be in Christ grossly misunderstand both 
salvation and the Lord's Supper. Any who fail to rec
ognize that baptism is into Christ grossly misunder
stand both salvation and baptism. 

The Nature of Faith 

God saves us by his mercy, "through the washing of 
regeneration (baptism) and the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit," but "not by works of righteousness which we 
have done" (Titus 3 :5). Baptism, therefore, is not a 
meritorious work. 

Baptism "saves us," but "not (by) the removal of 
the filth of the flesh." It saves us "through the resur
rection of Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. 3:21). Baptism does 
not, therefore, possess intrinsic value for salvation. 
The power is in what Christ has done. 

Throughout scripture people are promised a 
blessing and given a commandment on which the 
blessing is contingent: 

Israel, kill a lamb, mark the two doorposts and 
the lintel with blood and stay inside the blood
marked house, and you will live when the firstborn 

in every Egyptian household dies. 
Abraham, offer your only child in sacrifice, the 

son in whom your progeny will be counted, and your 
descendants will outnumber the stars in the skies. 

Naaman, dip seven times in the Jordan River and 
you will be cleansed of your leprosy. 

Blind man, go wash in the pool of Siloam and 
your eyes will see. 

Whoever, be baptized and you will be saved. 
In each of these instances faith is called for and 

tested. The nature of the test is that each one is 
called on to perform an act that is seemingly unre
lated to the promise to which it is connected, except 
by faith in the One who connected it. 

In Abraham's case, the condition was even dia
metrically opposed to the fulfillment of the promise, 
by all human understanding. 

Those who are saying that baptism is scriptural 
and valid even when the one baptized believed he or 
she was saved before baptism use illustrations like 
the two following to make that point. 

1) If sick people take the right medicine, the 
medicine will cure them, whether or not they know 
its purpose is to make them well. Even if they mis
takenly think they are already well and take the 
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medicine to obey their doctor or parent, the medi
cine will still work. 

2) A father tells his son, "Cut the yard and I will 
give you $10.00." The son hears the command but 
not the promise of payment, and cuts the yard. What 
parent would refuse to pay the child simply because 
the child did not know he was to cut it for money? It 
is even more commendable, it is suggested, to have 
obeyed without knowing about the reward.' 

These illustrations break down, however, at the 
point of the relationship between the action and the 
promise. Medicine is intrinsically related to healing. 
Money is earned by such labor as cutting yards. 

Salvation is by grace; it is not earned by being 
baptized. Salvation is by faith; it is not accomplished 
by intrinsic value in the water or in the act of bap
tism. 

It is precisely for those reasons that what is un
derstood about baptism and its relationship to salva
tion is pertinent as to whether one has saving faith. 

We see our need for salvation, we trust Christ's 
sacrifice for the forgiveness we need, and we are 
baptized because he said, "He who believes and is 
baptized shall be saved." It is in being baptized to be 
saved, when baptism and salvation have no connec
tion except as we believe Christ who connected them 
by the promise, we demonstrate saving faith. At that 
point we are saved by grace through faith. 

A Clarifying Point 
Some maintain that for baptism to be scriptural the 
person must be baptized by someone who under
stands baptism's purpose, or by someone who is 
known to be connected with churches of Christ. 

It is not, however, the faith of the baptizer or his 
understanding that counts. It is the faith and under
standing of the one who submits to baptism that 
counts. 

We should not be skeptical if some we did not 
teach, because of their own study, understood bap
tism correctly. We often say, and rightly so, that the 
Bible only makes Christians only, and the Bible can 
be understood by any honest seeker. 

It is true that "people cannot be taught wrong 
and baptized right," but it is equally true that they 
can teach themselves what is right by studing the 
Bible, in spite of what the teachers and preachers 
they associate with may tell them. 

There have been people who, though they were a 
part of a group that sprinkles instead of immerses, 
have insisted on immersion for the forgiveness of 
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sins. There are some who were part of a group that 
immerses but that adamantly insists salvation comes 
before and without baptism, but who understood 
baptism correctly from their own study and were 
baptized to be saved. 

Such people should abandon unscriptural prac
tices and separate from unscriptural associations, but 
there is no need for them to be rebaptized. 

When one comes to associate with a particular 
congregation from another church of Christ, there is 
nothing but that person's word as to the validity of 
his or her baptism. Why demand more than that of a 
person who comes from another background? 

We should not close our eyes to the many errone
ous practices and beliefs concerning baptism that are 
around. It is legitimate and needful, for people's own 
good, if we know something that raises questions 
about their baptism, to inquire of them about it, as 
the apostle Paul did of the disciples at Ephesus. 

If their answers reveal their understanding is 
flawed, they should submit to baptism as the Lord 
commands. If their answers reveal they have under
stood correctly and therefore have obeyed correctly, 
we should simply say, "Welcome, brother" or "Wel
come, sister." 

Who baptized them or where the baptism took 
place does not matter. The reason for their baptism 
matters a great deal. 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster} Dobbs 

LeHer to Sardis 
Revelation 3: 1-6 

I n the apostolic age, Sardis was a colorfu l city; its 
grandeur was breathtaking. Two enormous pi l
lars remain, all else is ruin; a reminder that 

earth ly glory fades. Nineveh of Assyria, Alexandria 
of Egypt, Babylon of Mesopotamia and other fabu
lous cities of antiquity have fallen into wreck and 
ruin, leaving only a pile of rubble. Some o f them 
were headquarters for a renowned Monarch but are 
today without fame or influence. 

All who live only for earthly treasures are 
doomed to a profound and melancholy disappoint
ment (Matt. 6:19-20; John 6:27). 

Once, however, long ago, the celebrated city o f 
Sardis included a significant group of devout dis
ciples of Jesus. They started with a flouri sh and fin
ished with a whimper. 

Verse 1 

<.i4nd to the angel of the church in Sardis write: These 
things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and 
the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a 
name that thou livest, and thou art dead. ,, 

Jesus in this brief message to the saints at Sardis, 
refers to himself as "he that hath the seven spirits of 
God, and the seven stars" (v. 1). 

Jesus writes to "the angel (messenger) of the 
church." He expects his letter to be read in an assem
bly of the saved at Sardis and preserved for the en
lighte nment of his people in coming generations. 
The epistl e of Jesus to Sardis takes its place in the 
corridors of time in an indestructible book (Matt. 
5: 18; John 12:48). 

The seven spirits of God reference the Holy 
Spirit, late r symbolized as seven lamps burning be
fore the throne (Rev. 4 :5) . The Holy Spirit is God, 
that is, has the "form of God" or the substance ores
sence of God. This is true of all three members of the 
one God head. T he figures describing the Comfo rter 
in these opening chapters of the book of Revelation 
witness his wisdom and awesome power. 

Because of his pilgrimage, culminating in his re
deeming sacrifice, Jesus received the totality of au
thority (Matt. 28 :18; Col. 1:18). Included in th is ex
alta tion was the right to send the Holy Spirit (J ohn 
14:26; 15:26). Jehovah sent the Spirit, but he did it 
a t the behest of Jesus. T he Holy Spirit came from the 
Father through the Son. 

The mission of the Spirit was to guide the 
apostles into all saving truth (John 16 :13). Note the 
word all in this verse. J ehovah gave and J esus sent 

(contilmed on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Jesus and Sin ••• 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Several passages in the Bible are misunderstood and conse
quently misrepresented. Among the Bible verses that are 
presented as teaching what they do not and cannot teach is 

2 Corinthians 5:21, where Paul wrote: "Him who knew no sin he 
made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteous
ness of God in him." 

The flow of thought in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 is: 
• But all things (having to do with salvation) are of God, 
• who (God) reconciled us (the apostles) to himself through 

Christ, 
• and gave unto us (the apostles) the service of reconciliation; 
• to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 

himself, 
• not reckoning unto them their trespasses, 
• and having committed unto us (apostles) the word of recon-

ciliation. 
• We (apostles) are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, 
• as though God were entreating by us: 
• we beseech (beg) you (the Corinthian saints) on behalf of 

Christ, 
• be ye reconciled to God. 
• Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; 
• that we might become the righteousness of God in him. 
Paul implores the saved at Corinth to be reconciled to God, 

though they had been baptized to receive the remission of sins. 
Their new relationship with God did not stick and many of them 
had reverted to the ways of the world. They needed to come back 
to God again. 

The powerful incentive for these rebellious children of God to 
return to their heavenly father is that Jehovah made the sinless 
Christ to be sin on our behalf (v. 21). 

The Bible is emphatic in reiterating the sinlessness of Jesus. 
The Son of God, who is himself God, is impeccable. It is not pos
sible for God to sin. 

The perfect purity of Jesus as the sinless son of God is empha
sized in the new covenant. 

Jesus was "holy, guileless, undefiled, separated from sinners, 
and made higher than the heavens" (He b. 7 :26). 

The Law of Moses appointed men priests who had "Infirmity," 
or "weakness," but Jesus was appointed by the "word of the oath" 
as a son ... forever perfect (Heb. 7:28). 



Jesus "did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth" (1 Pet. 
2:22). 

The Bible forcefully says of Jesus "in him is no sin" (1 John 
3:5). 

Jesus challenged his contemporaries to convict him of sin 
Uohn 8:46). 

Jesus also said, "for the prince of the world cometh: and he 
hath nothing in me" Oohn 14:30). 

Jesus "through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blem
ish unto God" (Heb. 9:14). 

To say that Jesus was guilty of sin - any sin- is to fly in the 
face of these plain verses of Holy Scripture. 

Still, 1 Corinthians 5:21 says "him who knew no sin was made 
to be sin." 

How can that be? 
Someone may say that Jehovah imputed sin to Jesus and 

treated him as sinful even though he was guilty of no wrongdoing 
whatever. 

Among the many attributes of Deity shines forth the quality of 
justice. God is infinite in justice as he is perfect in all other of his 
inherent characteristics. That is what makes him God. If any of his 
qualities is imperfect, then he is not God because he is not unlim
ited and boundless. 

To suggest that God's justice is flawed is to limit God and deny 
his separateness and majesty - his God essence. 

It cannot be that God would condemn his own son as sinful 
when the son "knew no sin." That would deny not only the justice 
of God but also his essential goodness and truthfulness. To make 
such a charge against the Almighty Creator is unthinkable. 

To say that Jehovah treated the sinful Jesus the way sinful man 
deserves to be treated, though Jesus himself knew no sin, is of no 
help because, again, it gainsays the basic and perfect honesty of 
man's Maker, and is like falling into an abyss from which there is 
no escape. 

Under the Law of Moses a perfect animal (no spot or blemish) 
was sacrificed to passover the sins of the people. The animal was 
sometimes referred to as sin, that is, sin-offering (Lev. 4:14-35). 
The flesh of some sacrificed animals was eaten by the Levites and 
the people generally. Hosea refers to this as eating "up the sin of 
my people" (Hos. 4:8; see also Lev. 4:14-35; 5:13; 6:26; 7:6-7). 

The sin-offering because it atoned sin was called "sin." The of
fering was to be flawless, but it was nevertheless a "sin-offering." 

Paul uses this same imagery when he says, "Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us; for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree" (Gal. 3:13). 

Again, "For what the law [of Moses] could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God, sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh" (Rom. 8:3). 

Jesus did no sin- he was complete and flawless. This perfect 
specimen was made to be sin (that is, a sin-offering) that sinful 
man might go free. 
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Isaiah works this out in the viv id language of a 
prophet: 

4 

Who hath believed o ur message? and to 
whom hath the arm of Jehovah been re
vealed? For he grew up before him as a ten
der plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: 
he hath no form nor comeliness; and when 
we see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. H e was despised, and re
jected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac
quainted with grief: and as one from whom 
men hide their face he was despised; and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniq
uities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned everyone to his own way; 
and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us a ll. He was o ppressed, yet when he 
was afflicted he opened not his mouth; as a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth. By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away; and as for his 
generation, who among them considered 
that he was cut off ou t of the land of the liv
ing for the transgression of my people to 
whom the stroke was due? And they made 
his grave with the wicked, and with a rich 
man in his death; a lthough he had done no 
violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth . Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: when thou 
shalt make his sou l an offe ring for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
and the pleasure of J ehovah shall prosper in 
his hand. H e shall see of the travail of hi s 
soul, and shall be satisfied: by the knowl
edge of himself shall my righteous servant 
justify many; and he shall bear their iniqui
ties. Therefore will I divide him a portio n 
with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong; because he poured out his 
soul unto death, and was numbered with 
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the transgressors: yet he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the trans
gressors (lsa. 53). 

All of the agony, heartbreak and tears caused by 
sin from the creation o f the world to its cremation 
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suffering at Gethsemane and Calvary caused the 
coining of an English word. The word "excruciat
ing," which means "to crucify." 

Jesus was a sin-offering (not personal sin but a 
sacrifice for our sin). Seeing the awful price he paid 
for our transgressions and the bright hope we have in 
him, we must live close to his word, always walking 
in its light, and striving to overcome the world and 
its ways. 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

the entirety of truth necessary for hpman redemp
tion to the apostles of the Lord in the first century of 
our age. All of it came back then, through the minis
tration of the Spirit, referred to in this passage as 
"the seven Spirits of God." 

Seven, of course, symbolizes perfection or com
pleteness. John calls the Holy Spirit the flawless ex
emplification of supreme excellence. Since the death 
of the apostles, no one has added one syllable to the 
powerful gospel of salvation. It is "the once for all 
delivered faith" Uude 3). 

All latter day claims of revelation are under the 
anathema of the Creator (Gal. 1:8-9). The book of 
Revelation takes its place as the final word from God 
in this age and concludes with the warning to neither 
take from it nor add to it (Rev. 22:18-19). 

Jesus possess that he may impart Uohn 16:13-
14; 14:16-17, 26; 15:26). "He shall glorify me: for 
he shall take of mine, and shall declare it unto you." 
Notice the Holy Spirit does not glorify himself, but 
glorifies Jesus. 

It is incumbent on us to make and seize opportu
nities to study the word and meditate on it day and 
night (2 Tim. 2:15; Ps. 1:1-3). Revelation is the only 
medium of salvation and salvation is the only legiti
mate purpose of life. The focus of the saved must be 
on the inspired word of God, which rouses and ex
alts the imagination. 

In preparing his soldiers to "fight the good fight 
of faith", Jesus begins by emphasizing the impor
tance of "every word inspired of God." The Bible is 
the only instrument the saved need to rout the en
emy and win the war. 

The book of Revelation is a handbook on how to 
fight Satan and his powerful minions. It tells, in spiri
tual words, of an age-long spiritual battle. The fight 
is consistent ... it never lets up and neither should we 
ever relax our vigilance." Watch ye therefore ... " 

"Hold fast ... " (1 Cor. 15 :2; He b. 3 :6; Rev. 
2:25). It is deplorably sad that some among the saved 
give more attention to frivolous and trite things than 
they do to eternal verities. 

Jesus holds in his hand the "seven stars" repre
senting the evangels of his potent message of recon
ciliation to God. There is no more important work 

than proclaiming salvation in Christ. Let the rafters 
ring with this joyful sound; boldly proclaim it frqm 
the rooftops. This, and only this, will inflict a fatal 
wound on our adversary. 

The commander-in-chief of the Christian army is 
aware of the condition, attitude and action of his 
troops. To Sardis he said, "I know thy works." Were 
he to speak today, he could say that same thing to us. 

Jesus sees all sin and all goodness. His penetrat
ing gaze pierces every disguise. He cannot be im
posed upon because he has the power to know every
thing (Heb .. 4:12-13). 

Jesus knew the works of the saints in Sardis. I 
emphasize the word works. Let no one deceive him
self ... Jesus is interested in works. He takes note of 
every act and every thought. The Lord tells us that 
we shall know false prophets "by their fruits" (Matt. 
7:15-16). You will know them by what they say and 
do. This same test identifies the good fruit of a good 
tree (Matt. 7:17). 

The book of Revelation emphasizes the impor
tance of works (Rev. 2:2, 5, 19, 23, 26; 3:1-2, 8, 15; 
14:13; 20:12-13; 22:12). Those who question and 
deny the importance of works in the scheme of salva
tion are blind to the criteria for determining the lost 
and the saved. They are self-deceived and in their ig
norance deceive others. 

Flamboyant congregations love to spread them
selves and call attention to their works while denying 
that works have anything to do with salvation. 
"Grace and not works" is their battle cry. What the 
gullible fail to see is that show and circumstance is 
not necessarily pious and devout. Indeed, it is often 
worldly and therefore irreligious. 

Jesus said to the Sardites, " ... thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and thou art dead." The church at 
Sardis had a reputation for being vibrant and reso
nant, but in reality they were lifeless and 
wrongheaded ... dead! 

Stuffed animals in a museum look like the real 
thing, but there is no life in them. 

The church at Sardis in the days of John was 
d-e-a-d. It was a congregation without healthful 
teaching and without heresies. It did not have enough 
life to produce even false teaching, evidenced by the 
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fact that Jesus found no teaching error to expose and 
condemn. 

There was no persecution in Sardis. Why should 
the devil persecute a dead church? Architects may 
design waving curves to have the appearance of 
flame but there is no heat; a "form of godliness" but 
no power. A dead church, even one that has a reputa
tion for being on fire, is a mighty obstacle to truth. 

The church of Christ must be countercultural. 
Much of the culture of our day is a rotten fabric that 
needs to be exposed and condemned. The world 
needs to hear again the kind of preaching that came 
from the mouth of John the baptist, and from the 
lips of Jesus, and from the pens of the apostles. 

Believers must go against the current in society. 
As long as the saved are content to go with the flow, 
they will be toothless and savorless ... and dead. Salt 
that is fit for nothing. "Stand up. Speak out and 
boldly in Christ's name." 

Not every large, active church is dead, but many 
of them are. The churches we may think of as out
standingly successful may be nothing more than a 
shell whose entrails are irritable and whose success is 
a sham. It may be dazzling to many, but it cannot de
ceive the all-seeing eye of the Lord who looks not on 
the outward appearance but on the heart. If our 
works are not right before God, we cannot possibly 
be right in his sight. 

We can almost hear the Sardis-like-disciples say
ing, "We? Dead? But Lord did we not prophecy in 
thy name, and in thy name cast out demons, and in 
thy name do many mighty works?" 
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His answer . . . "Depart from me. I never knew 
you" (Matt. 7:22-23). 

Jesus marks as acceptable those who "heareth 
these words of mine and doeth them" (Matt. 7:24). 
"Heareth" and "doeth" are present tense and call for 
continuing action, that is, "he that is continuing to 
hear and continuing to do these words of mine ... " 
Not sporadic works but ongoing works are pleasing 
in the eyes of Jesus. 

Verse 2 

"Be thou watchful, and establish the things that re
main, which were ready to die: for I have found no 
works of thine perfected before my God.,, 

An ingredient in the balm that cures apathy (which 
is the besetting sin of the church in the modern age) is 
vigilance. Keep your eyes open. Strive to see things as 
they really are and not as they appear to be. 

Saints are not alarmists. It is not theirs to engage 
unwarranted excitement of fears or loudmouth 
warnings of nonexistent dangers. It is counterpro
ductive to fight against imaginary evils. There is 
enough of the real thing to ke~ us busy. We must 
not be blind to reality but oppose every morally rep
rehensible thing, but we must be sure that we are not 
fighting a phantom. Will-o' -the-wisp, strenuous ac
tivity wears out the warrior and wins no victory. It 
saps our energy and leaves us floundering in sheer 
impotency. We wind up looking like a fool with egg 
on his face. We hear the sound of battle, but no 
ground is gained. 

We notice two mistakes: (1) not opposing actual 
sin and heresy; and (2) chasing nonexistent bugbears. 
Nothing is as debilitating as Ignis fatuus. We run our
selves into total exhaustion and catch no rabbits, nor 
cross any finish lines. 

Something remained of good sense and proper 
expenditure of energy in Sardis. The advice of the 
spiritual counselor is to "establish the things that re
main." These precious things are "ready to die." The 
death-rattle is in their throat. The wise in Sardis 
should revive valuable teaching and practice that was 
on the verge of teetering into eternity. Jesus tells 
them to brace up and summon all their strength to 
resist the devil. That will make him flee from you. 

The people of God must turn a sharpened look 
at the remaining right things and say, "Except J eho
vah of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, 
we should have been as Sodom, we should have been 
like unto Gomorrah" (lsa. 1:9). Thank God for the 
"small remnant." 



Verse 3 
"Remember therefore how thou hast received and 
didst hear; and keep it, and repent. If therefore thou 
shalt not watch, I will come as a thiet and thou shalt 
not know what hour I will come upon thee." 

Another ingredient in the balm that overcomes 
indifference is remembering. Paul urged Timothy to 
remember the good confession he made in the pres
ence of witnesses (1 Tim. 6: 12). 

Peter told believers that he wanted to "stir" them 
up by putting them in "remembrance" (2 Pet. 1:13). 

It is easy to forget and it is hard to remember. 
The Lord's church has an extreme need to remember 
the power and appeal of restoring New Testament 
patterns. God grant that we never "drift away from" 
the things that were heard (He b. 2: 1-4 ). The call for 
a vigilant remembrance of "sound doctrine" is al
ways in order. 

Jesus built a church (Matt. 16:18). The church 
fell away from healthy teaching (2 Tim. 4:3-4). The 
crying need of every generation is to go back to the 
Bible and speak where the Bible speaks and be silent 
where it is silent. We must turn away from the dic
tates of fallible men and plant our feet on eternal ver
ity. Heralds of the gospel are ever and urgently per
suading their fellow human creatures to "walk in the 
light" of God's word. 

Remember what you heard about redemption, 
loyalty, patience and hope and give yourself wholly 
to the practice of pure and undefiled religion. 

We are also to remember that Jesus is coming a 
second time unto a final salvation for them that wait 
for him and that are called according to his purpose. 
We are told that he comes. We are not told when. 
Therefore it is incumbent on us be ready to meet him. 

Jesus warns that he comes as a thief in the night 
and we shall not know the hour in which he comes. 
His somber warnings are "watch" and wait. John 
warns us that when Jesus comes again, "the kings of 
the earth, and the princes, and the chief captains, and 
the rich, and the strong, and every bondman and free
man" will hide themselves "in the caves and in the 
rocks of the mountains; and they say to the mountains 
and to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: for the great day of their wrath is come; 
and who is able to stand?" (Rev. 6: 15 -17). 

The certainty of the uncertainty of his second 
coming should make us tremble; and resolve to 
remember what we have heard and keep it. "Be thou 
faithful unto death." 

Repent, if you have wavered and wandered, and 
return to the fold. "For why will you die," 0 house 
of God? 

Verse 4 

uBut thou hast a few names in Sardis that did not de
file their garments: and they shall walk with me in 
white; for they are worthy.,, 

A minority of a minority, "a few," did not defile 
their garments. How sad it is to see precious souls 
once washed and made clean in the blood of the 
lamb turning away from the fountain of life to drink 
stagnant water from "a broken cistern that can hold 
no water." That is the apex of imbecility. For one 
washed and made clean to wallow in the mire with 
the hogs and to turn, like a dog, to his eat own vomit 
is disgusting (2 Pet. 2:22). 

Try to imagine a person receiving a white, pure, 
clean, sparkling, translucent robe and putting that 
beautiful garment aside to dress in filthy rags. Do not 
scoff; it is done every day. 

Thank God for the few that continue to "press 
on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling 
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of God in Christ Jesus." They did not chose to soil 
their righteous garments. 

Jesus says of the few who did not defile their gar
ments, "they shall walk with me in white, for they 
are worthy." 

Worthy? How can one be worthy to walk with 
Jesus in white? Jesus pronounces them worthy. The 
idea of being worthy of strolling with Jesus down an 
avenue of gold in the presence of the holy angels and 
in the sight of Jehovah is taught in the Bible (Eph. 4: 1; 
Phil. 1:27; Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:12; 2 Thess. 2:5). 
Those redeemed by the blood of the Lamb should not 
be too timid to claim their prize and honor. 

Verse 5 

"He that overcometh shall thus be arrayed in white 
garments; and I will in no wise blot his name out of 
the book of life, and I will confess his name before my 
Father, and before his angels.,, 

"He that overcometh," literally, "is overcoming" 
(a continuous action). Is overcoming what? This 
points to a battle ... a war ... a struggle ... a fight. 
Jesus wants his saints to be vigorously engaged in 
this fierce contest against wickedness. The fight is 
on! What are we to overcome? The answer is plain, 
we overcometh self, the world, hostility, frowns, flat
teries, indifference and death when we overcome Sa
tan and his mighty army. 
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"For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the principalities, against the powers, 
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places 
(Eph. 6:12). 

Satan is not a pushover. He is a roaring lion and 
seeks to devour us. We better be ready and summon 
all our power and might to overcome this foe. 

That is what the book of Revelation is about -
overcoming a spiritual adversary who is savvy and 
strong. 

"Wherefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and, 
having done all, to stand" (Eph. 6:13 ). 

Overcome and your name will be engraved in the 
book of life never to be removed, and Jesus himself 
will confess you by name before his Father and be
fore the angels (Matt. 10:32-33; Luke 12:8-9). 

Verse 6 

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches.,, 

You, and you alone, have the ability to "hear 
what the Spirit" is saying ... to hear in the sense of 
understanding and obeying. You can do it. That is 
not the issue. The question is, Will you do it? 

'J\nd he that heareth, let him say, Come. And he 
that is athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take 
the water of life freely." 
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• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 
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• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev 2:10 
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2 Pet. 2:20-22 
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James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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(In last month's issue of the Firm Foundation we printed the first part of this two part series. In the previous 
piece, brother Hobbs outlined several liberalistic views of the sacrifice of jesus. In this final part, he considers 
what the inspired scriptures say about the meaning of Calvary.) 

The Biblical View of Redemption 
By John Hobbs 

I t is imperative that we understand that a funda
mental attribute of God is holiness (Lev. 19:2; 
Isa. 63:57-15; Rev. 4:8). God's holiness is not 

love - it is absolute and total and infinite righteous
ness. God is spiritually perfect and pure; untainted 
by evil or sin; totally separate and set apart from sin 
God will not allow unrepented sin to dwell in his 
presence (Hab. 1:13). God's holiness demanded that 
sin be punished (Nah. 1:3). Through Jesus' death, 
the holiness of God has been satisfied (lsa. 53: 11) 
The death and suffering of Jesus was sacrificial and 
substitutionary, since his deity and sinlessness en
abled him to do for us what we could never do for 
ourselves. Jesus "put away sin by the sacrifice of him
self" (Heb. 9:26). The Father "laid on him the iniq
uity of us all" (lsa. 53: 6) 

The best way to describe redemption is to use the 
five biblical terms that discuss the purpose of the 
death of Jesus. 

Sacrifice 

No one reading the scriptures can escape the fact 
that sacrifice lies at the heart of redemption. The 
death of Jesus is seen against the background of the 
Old Testament sacrificial system. The Hebrew word 
most commonly used in the Old Testament for the 
various types of atonement is kaphar, which literally 
means "to cover." The covering of the sin pointed to 
the coming of the Son of God to offer himself for re
mission of the "covered, or atoned" sins (He b. 9:15; 
Rom. 3:25). In the Old Testament sin was "covered" 
in the New Testament sin is forgiven Ger. 31:31-34; 
Heb. 8:7-12) 

The purpose of some Old Testament sacrifices 
was to appease God. God's "wrath" was against 
Job's three friends for their "folly" Gob 42:7-8). Job 
offered sacrifices for his friends so that God would 
not deal with them according to their folly. 

When Israel was in Egyptian slavery, they cried 
out for deliverance. God sent Moses to deliver His 

people by means of the ten plagues. The tenth plague 
was the final one that convinced Pharaoh to let the 
Israelites go. God, through Moses, instructed each 
family of the Israelites to kill a one-year-old male 
lamb or goat that was without blemish (Exod. 12:5). 
They were to take the blood from the animal and put 
the blood "on the two side posts and on the lintel" 
(Exod. 12:7). In Exodus 12:13 God said, ''And the 
blood shall be to you a token upon the houses where 
ye are and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and there shall no plague be upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of Egypt. "There is a very 
important theological point in this historical occur
rence. The life of those inside the house was totally 
dependent upon the animal losing its life and shed
ding its blood. The animal had to die for the Israel
ites to live. Without the death of the animal and the 
blood covering the house, the firstborn would have 
died. Deliverance was possible by the blood of an 
animal. 

One day each year the Israelites were to observe 
Yom Kippur. This "atonement" was for the sins of 
the people (Lev. 16:15-16, 19, 30, 34). A goat was 
killed for a "sin-offering ... for the people" (Lev. 
16:15). The blood of the goat was sprinkled "upon 
the mercy-seat" to make atonement for all the sins of 
the people (Lev. 16: 16). This annual event was 
teaching Israel the seriousness of sin, the necessity of 
blood atonement, and how they could be acceptable 
to the infinite holy Jehovah. 

A second goat was released to wander in the wil
derness as a symbol of sin "overlooked," but not for
given (Heb. 10:3). 

John the baptist introduced Jesus by announcing, 
"Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh (is taking) 
away the sin of the world" Gohn 1:29). 

In Acts 8, Philip applies Isaiah's prophecy that 
the Suffering Servant would be "led like a lamb to 
the slaughter" (lsa. 53:7) to the good news about 
Jesus (Acts 8:35). 
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John wrote, "Worthy is the Lamb that hath been 
slain" (Rev. 5:12). Peter says that we were redeemed 
"with the precious blood, as of a lamb without blem
ish and without spo t, even the blood of Christ" (1 
Pet. 1:18-19). 

Paul wrote, "For our passover also hath been sac
rificed, even C hrist" (1 Cor. 5 :7). It is absolutely es
sential that we see and understand the connection 
between "our passover" and the sacrifice of Christ! 

Perhaps the clearest passages char connect sacri
fi ce to the death of Jesus are found in the book of 
Hebrews. 

"Who neederh not daily, like rho e high priests, 
to offer up sacrifices, first for his own sins, and then 
for the sins of rhe people: for this he did once for all, 
when he offered up himself. " 

"Through his own blood" Jesus "obtained eter
nal redemption" (Heb. 9: 12). 

"Else must he often have suffered since the 
foundation of the world: bur now once at the end of 
rhe ages hath he been manifested to put away sin by 
rhe sacrifice of himself." 

H ebrews 10:12 says, But he, when he had of
fered one sacrifice fo r sins for ever, sat down on the 
right hand of God." 
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Redemption 
The Bible reaches that all sin (1 Kings 8 :46; Rom. 
3: 10, 23) . The apostle Paul discusses the conse
quences of sin. H e wrote, "The wages of sin is 
death" (Rom. 6:23). 

We are "servants of sin" (Rom. 6: 17, 20), "sold 
under sin" (Rom. 7: 14), and in "captivi ty under the 
law of sin" (Rom. 7:23). 

All are pictured as slaves to sin (in rhe prison
house of sin). A slave must be redeemed or pur
chased to have freedom. The word redeem means "to 
buy back; to set free; r escue; ransom; recover, as 
paying a fee; to deliver from sin and irs penalties." 

Paul said that we are "justified .. . through the re
demption that is in Christ J esus" (Rom. 3:24). 

It is in Jesus "we have our redemption, the for
giveness of our sins" (Col. 1:14). 

"In whom we have our redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace" (Eph. 1: 7). 

"Knowing that ye were redeemed, nor with cor
ruptible things, with silver and gold, from your vain 
manner of life handed down from your fathers; but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot, even the blood of Christ" (1 Pet. 1: 18-19). 

The doctrine of the kinsman/ redeemer is found 
in Leviticus 25:25,45-55. This is especially seen in 
the Levirrare marriage law. A close relative could 
help another relative out of a difficul ty. If you had a 
problem, you could go ro your next of kin. If he re
fused to help, then you had to go to the next closest 
of kin. 

There are three important considerations. First, 
the person had to be a kinsman. Second, he had to be 
someone who was able to help. Third, he had to be 
someone who was wi ll ing to help. It was not an ab
solute requirement for the next of kin to help. In the 
book of Ruth we fi nd the doctrine of the kinsman/ re
deemer put into practice. Boaz was the closest next 
of kin who was willing to help. There was a closer 
kinsman, but he refused to be the redeemer (Ruth 
4:1-12). 

The kinsman/redeemer is a figure of J esus. 
First, j esus is our kin Qohn 1:14. Heb. 2 :14-18). 
Second, Jesus was without sin and therefore was 

able to redeem us Qo hn 8:46; 2 Cor. 5 :21; Heb. 
4:15, 7:27; 1 John 3:5). 

Thi rd, Jesus was willing to redeem us Qohn 
10:10-15; Luke 19 :10; Matt. 20-28) 

Jesus went to the cross because he loves us and 
wanted to save us. John wrote about Jesus, "Unto 



him that loveth us, and loosed us from our sins by his 
blood" (Rev. 1:5). Jesus said, "Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends" Qohn 15:13 ). What was the price? In 1 
Corinthians 6:20, Paul says, "For ye were bought 
with a price." The price of our redemption is the 
precious blood of Jesus (1 Pet. 1: 18-19). 

Propitiation 

"For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of 
God; being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God set 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in his 
blood" (Rom. 3 :23-25). 

"Wherefore it behooved him in all things to be 
made like unto his brethren, that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people" (Heb. 2: 17). 

''And he is the propitiation for our sins; and not 
for ours only, but also for the whole world" (1 John 
2:2). 

"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins" (1 John 4: 10). 

Leon Morris wrote, "Propitiation properly signi
fies the turning away of wrath by an offering." The 
idea of the wrath of God is stubbornly rooted in the 
Old Testament, where it is referred to 585 times. The 
sins of man provoke the wrath of God. In the closing 
book of the Bible we are told of the bowls of wrath, 
filled to the brim with the wrath of God, which is his 
holy hatred of sin. 

Romans 1: 18, "For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrigh
teousness of men, who hinder the truth in unrigh
teousness." 

Romans 2:5, "But after thy hardness and impeni
tent heart treasurest up for thyself wrath in the day 
of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God." 

Romans 2:8-9, "But unto them that are factious, 
and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
shall be wrath and indignation, tribulation and an
guish, upon every soul of man that worketh evil, of 
the Jew first, and also of the Greek." 

Ephesians 5:6, "For because of these things (i.e. 
the sins just discussed in verses 3-5) cometh the 
wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience." 

Revelation 6: 16-17, ''And they say to the moun
tains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from 

the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of their 
wrath is come; and who is able to stand?" 

Isaiah 53: 10-11 states, "Yet it pleased Jehovah to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief. When thou 
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see 
his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of 
the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied." 

The Father was "pleased" in that Jesus dying on 
the cross was obedient to the Father's will (Heb. 5:7-
9). 

The apostle Paul wrote about Jesus, ''And being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, be
coming obedient even unto death, yea, the death of 
the cross" (Phil. 28). 

The death of Jesus was "an offering for sin" (lsa. 
53:10). 

God was "satisfied" in the death of the Suffering 
Servant (lsa. 53:11). 

The death of Jesus averted divine wrath (Rom. 
3:24-25; 5:9}. 

In Romans 5:9 Paul emphatically states, "Much 
more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we 
be saved from the wrath of God through him." 

It is only through the death of Jesus and our ap
propriation of his blood over our sins that we can 
"be saved from the wrath of God." The sacrifice of 
the Servant provided complete satisfaction in settling 
the sin issue (1 John 2:2; 4: 10). 
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Substitution 
This is the doctrine of an innocent victim in place of 
a guilty sinner (one person taking the place of an
other; one paying the penalty on behalf of another). 

When Jesus agonized in Gethsemane (Luke 
22:44 ), the weight of our sins literally brought him to 
his knees. Why? As our sin-bearer he would suffer for 
our sins. He is the only one that could serve as the 
substitute penalty for all of mankind (1 John 2:1-2). 

"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and Jehovah hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." 

Thank God that Jesus stepped into our place, be
coming "a curse for us" by his death on the cross. 
Everyone, therefore, who submits to his saving plan, 
escapes the dreaded curse (Gal. 3:26-27). 

"Who his own self bore our sins in his body upon 
the tree, that we, having died unto sins might live 
unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye were healed" 
(1 Pet. 2:24). 

"Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us 
to God; being put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit" (1 Pet. 3:18). 

The common thread and idea in the above pas
sages is that Jesus bore our sins - they were laid on 
him or transferred from us to him. The concept of 
substitution is unmistakable and undeniable. 

Leon Morris comments: "Christ took our place, 
as the sacrificial victim took the place of the wor
shiper. I realize that the significance of sacrifice is 
widely disputed, and that there are some who reject 
any substitutionary aspect .... I can only state dog
matically that in my judgment sacrifice cannot be sat
isfactorily understood without including an aspect of 
substitution. And Christ died as our sacrifice. He 
died accordingly as our Substitute." 

The question has been asked - How can the 
temporary suffering and death of Jesus on the cross 
be an equitable substitute for the eternal suffering of 
mankind in the eternal hell? This is a good question. 

Jack Cottrell wrote: "If Christ actually took our 
place in bearing the wrath of God, this means that he 
bore the full force of God's wrath. He suffered the 
equivalent of eternity in hell for every sinner .... We 
must keep in mind that both the physical and the 
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spiritual suffering of Christ was experienced by one 
who was by nature divine and thus infinite in his be
ing. Thus, even though he suffered for only a finite 
period of time, the suffering itself was infinite; it 
cannot be quantified .... How can the suffering of 
Christ, which lasted only a few hours, be the equiva
lent of eternity in hell for the whole human race? Be
cause he was God. The finite suffering of an infinite 
being would seem to be equivalent to the infinite suf
fering of finite beings. This is one of the main rea
sons why forgiveness could be accomplished only by 
God himself and not by any creature, man or angel 
(What the Bible Says About God the Redeemer, pp. 
434-435). 

Reconciliation 
The death of Jesus on the cross terminated the en
mity between God and man. The enmity was caused 
by the sins of man. Sin separates man and God. 

Isaiah 59:1-2, "Behold, Jehovah's hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy 
that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have sepa
rated between you and your God, and your sins have 
hid his face from you, so that he will not hear." 

Ephesians 2: 1, '1\.nd you did he make alive, when 
ye were dead through your trespasses and sins." 

When man sins, he becomes the enemy of God. 
It was man who broke the fellowship, pulled away, 
declared war against God, and fired the first shot. It 

496 HIJIO McCord Artideson a CD 
plus 

9 articles on Muslims by Bill Humble 
Articles in Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF 

$10.99 
$2.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, Texas 77430 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Fay E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some con-nect with that 
event. BKAM1 0 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



was man who said I will no longer obey the One who 
created me. 

We were enemies of God- not because of what 
God has done but because of what man has done. 

Romans 5:10-11 says, "For if, while we were en
emies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
son, much more, being reconciled, shall we be saved 
by his life; and not only so, but we also rejoice in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received the reconciliation." The Bible 
teaches that the death of Jesus is God's way of re-es
tablishing that broken relationship. 

Colossians 1:20-22: ''And through him to recon
cile all things unto himself, having made peace 
through the blood of the cross; through him, I say, 
whether things upon the earth, or things in the heav
ens. And you, being in time past alienated and en
emies in your mind in your evil works, yet now hath 
he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and without blemish and 
unreprovable before him." 

God took the initiative to settle the sin problem 
that separates man from God. Why? Because of his 
"great love" for us (Eph. 2:4). Paul wrote, "But God 
commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5 :8). 
John wrote, "Herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propi
tiation for our sins" (1 John 4:10). 

What was the means of restoring fellowship and 
reconciliation? The answer is the death of Jesus (Col. 
1:20-22). 

We are brought "nigh" unto God "in the blood 
of Christ" (Eph. 2:13 ). It is "by the blood of Jesus" 
(Heb. 10:19) that we can have access to the infinite, 
holy God. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-20: "But all things are of 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and gave unto us the ministry of reconciliation; to 
wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself, not reckoning unto them their tres
passes, and having committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation. We are ambassadors therefore on be
half of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: 
we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled 
to God." 

We are to take this saving message to the human 
race. We take the word of reconciliation to all the 
lost. Our business is to announce to mankind that 
God desires to be reconciled with man (Mark 
16:16). 

Conclusion 
If we are not living close to God, it is because we 
have moved away from him - not vice versa. 

The death of Jesus is God's way to make atone
ment for the sins of man and restore the broken fel
lowship. These five biblical words provide us with 
the meaning of the death of Jesus: sacrifice, redemp
tion, propitiation, substitution, and reconciliation. 

Paul wrote, "For the love of Christ constraineth 
us; because we thus judge, that one died for all, 
therefore all died; and he died for all, that they that 
live should no longer live unto themselves, but unto 
him who for their sakes died and rose again" (2 Cor. 
5:14-15). 

Jesus keep me near the cross. 
Near the cross! 0 Lamb of God, 
Bring its scenes before me; 
Help me walk from day to day 
With its shadow o'er me. 
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Love Is of Evolution? 
By Paul J. Chapman 

I t has been said that the loneliest place in the 
world is the human heart when love is absent. 
Love is something that makes life worth living; 

it is part of what gives purpose to life. The existence 
of love, and the human capacity to experience its dif
ferent aspects, is not in question. The question is, 
from where does love come? If you believe in the 
Bible, then you believe it is a product of God, and 
available to humans because we are made in the im
age of God (Gen. 1 :26). If you are an atheist, then 
you believe it is a product of millions of years of evo
lution. 

Love puts the interests of others above our own. 
One of the biblical words for love in the Greek is 
agape, which means to act in a way that is best for all 
others Oackson, 1999). We read of this selfless love 
in the Bible, and humans from creation to this day 
have exemplified it. However, it creates a major 
problem for evolutionists because it contradicts their 
major principle that creatures, including humans, 
will always act in their own self-interest in order to 
survive and reproduce (D'Souza, 2007). Evolution
ists are very aware of the contradiction and very des
perate to come up with an answer. They are desper
ate to provide an evolutionary reason for purpose, 
and meaning, and morality in life, because without 
it evolution remains stark, cold, unattractive, and 

' 
most of all- false. 

Some evolutionists don't necessarily want to 
come up with the right answer, but one that will con
nect with the "average Joe." In his article, "Evolu
tion - Once More, With Feeling," Robert T. 
Pennock reviews two books by his fellow evolution
ists. He stated, "Given the central importance of 
evolution in biology, the most extraordinary thing 
about the public's view ... is not that 50 percent 
don't believe it, but that nearly 100 percent haven't 
connected it to anything of importance in their lives" 
(Pennock, 2007, p. 530). How are evolutionist scien
tists supposed to adjoin the importance of evolution 
to our lives? Pennock wrote in summary: 

14 

Science is by no means incompatible with 
finding joy, meaning, and purpose in the 
world. . .. More scientists need to follow 
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Levin's and Wilson's lead in expressing, 
with feeling, the heart-stirring emotions of 
awe, beauty and wonder to be found in the 
scientific view of nature. Then, perhaps, the 
general public might come to no longer as
sociate science with loss of meaning and to 
no longer think it incongruous that a scien
tist might speak of love. It's an enchanting 
possibility (p. 531). 

So, according to Pennock, the problem is not 
with the message, but with the way evolutionists are 
selling the message. If scientists would just write 
about evolution in a more interesting way, then 
people would flock to it. In other words, evolution
ists don't need to explain the source of emotions, 
just express them. 

Actually, for the last 40 years, evolutionists have 
developed theories they believe to be the answer to 
the production of emotions, and morality, through 
natural selection (Vernon, 2007). The related theo
ries carry designations like, "kin selection," "recipro
cal altruism" (D'Souza, p. 233), and "the science of 
friendship" (Vernon). These theories postulate 
broadly, and simply, that morality developed in hu
mans to benefit our long-term survival. It is in our 
own self-interest, and that of our offspring, to be 
kind, loving, fair, etc., to others so that they will 
treat us the same way. We are kind to others so that 
they will be kind to us. One writer, putting it in evo
lutionary terms, said, "I'll not get in the way of your 
genetic legacy if you'll not get in the way of mine" 
(Major, 1999, p. 7). 

Among the critics of these theories are both cre
ationists and evolutionists, who claim that they are 
too simplistic. In his book, What's So Great About 
Christianity, D'Souza (2007) stated: 

The problem is that this entire framework 
of Darwinian analysis does not even come 
close to explaining morality .... [H]umans 
also engage in "high altruism," which may 
be defined as behavior that confers no re
ciprocal or genetic advantage (p. 234). 

In like manner, evolutionist Mark Vernon (2007), 
commenting on the theory that genuine friendship 
was developed through natural selection, stated: 



[E]volutionary psychology undermines 
friendship because it sidelines the quintes
sential and most humanly valuable type of 
friendship: what Aristotle called excellent 
friendship .... Is it not time to admit, 40 
years on, that evolutionary psychology is 
not a very good explanation of friendship? 
(p. 67). 

In the end, evolution leaves the human heart 
friendless, lonely, and without an explanation for 
love. This shouldn't be surprising for a theory whose 
foundation is "survival of the fittest," where there is 
no room for loving your neighbor as yourself (Matt. 
22:39). However, the love that is of God (1 John 
4:7) is "patient and kind ... does not envy or boast 
... is not arrogant or rude ... does not insist on its 
own way" (1 Cor. 13 :4-5). 

What is the difference? According to evolution
ists, the human mind has been sculpted by the same 
evolutionary force "that formed hemlocks, wood 

turtles, burying beetles and cellular slime mold," 
which is something they consider to be "awesome 
and humbling" (Pennock, p. 530). According to 
God's word, instead of sharing the image of slime 
mold, humans share the image of God (Gen. 1 :26-
27). Having been created in God's divine image, ev
ery human has value, and is worthy of love. Now 
that is truly awesome and humbling. 
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From a lecture delivered by the late Michael Crichton at the California Institute of Technology on ]an. 17, 
2003: 

''Aliens Cause Global Warming" 

Cast your minds back to 1960. John F. 
Kennedy is president, commercial jet air
planes are just appearing, the biggest univer

sity mainframes have 12K of memory. And in Green 
Bank, W.V., at the new National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory, a young astrophysicist named Frank 
Drake runs a two-week project called Ozma, to 
search for extraterrestrial signals. A signal is re
ceived, to great excitement. It turns out to be false, 
but the excitement remains. In 1960, Drake orga
nizes the first SETI conference, and came up with the 
now-famous Drake equation: N=N*fp ne fl fi fc fL 

Where N is the number of stars in the Milky Way 
galaxy; fp is the fraction with planets; ne is the num
ber of planets per star capable of supporting life; fl is 
the fraction of planets where life evolves; fi is the 
fraction where intelligent life evolves; and fc is the 
fraction that communicates; and fL is the fraction of 
the planet's life during which the communicating 
civilizations live. 

This serious-looking equation gave SETI a seri
ous footing as a legitimate intellectual inquiry. The 
problem, of course, is that none of the terms can be 
known, and most cannot even be estimated. The 
only way to work the equation is to fill in with 
guesses. And guesses - just so we're clear - are 
merely expressions of prejudice. Nor can there be 
"informed guesses." If you need to state how many 
planets with life choose to communicate, there is 
simply no way to make an informed guess. It's sim
ply prejudice. 

The Drake equation can have any value from 
"billions and billions" to zero. An expression that 
can mean anything means nothing. Speaking pre
cisely, the Drake equation is literally meaningless, 
and has nothing to do with science. I take the hard 
view that science involves the creation of testable hy
potheses. The Drake equation cannot be tested and 
therefore SETI is not science. SETI is unquestionably 
a religion .... 
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The fact that the Drake equation was not greeted 
with screams of outrage - similar to the screams of 
outrage that greet each Creationist new claim, for 
example - meant that now there was a crack in the 
door, a loosening of the definition of what constituted 
legitimate scientific procedure. And soon, ... perni
cious garbage began to squeeze through the cracks .... 

I want to pause here and talk about this notion of 
consensus, and the rise of what has been called con
sensus science. I regard consensus science as an ex
tremely pernicious development that ought to be 
stopped cold in its tracks. Historically, the claim of 
consensus has ~en the first refuge of scoundrels; it 
is a way to avoid debate by claiming that the matter 
is already settled. Whenever you hear the consensus 
of scientists agrees on something or other, reach for 
your wallet, because you're being had. 

Let's be clear: The work of science has nothing 
whatever to do with consensus. Consensus is the 
business of politics. Science, on the contrary, requires 
only one investigator who happens to be right, which 
means that he or she has results that are verifiable by 
reference to the real world. In science consensus is 
irrelevant. What is relevant is reproducible results. 
The greatest scientists in history are great precisely 
because they broke with the consensus. 

There is no such thing as consensus science. If it's 
consensus, it isn't science. If it's science, it isn't con
sensus. Period .... 

I would remind you to notice where the claim of 
consensus is invoked. Consensus is invoked only in 
situations where the science is not solid enough. No-
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body says the consensus of scientists agrees that 
E=mc2. Nobody says the consensus is that the sun is 
93 million miles away. It would never occur to any
one to speak that way .... 

To an outsider, the most significant innovation in 
the global warming controversy is the overt reliance 
that is being placed on models. Back in the days of 
nuclear winter, computer models were invoked to 
add weight to a conclusion: "These results are de
rived with the help of a computer model." But now 
large-scale computer models are seen as generating 
data in themselves. No longer are models judged by 
how well they reproduce data from the real world -
increasingly, models provide the data. As if they were 
themselves a reality. And indeed they are, when we 
are projecting forward. There can be no observa
tional data about the year 2100. There are only 
model runs. 

This fascination with computer models is some
thing I understand very well. Richard Feynman 
called it a disease. I fear he is right. Because only if 
you spend a lot of time looking at a computer screen 
can you arrive at the complex point where the global 
warming debate now stands. 

Nobody believes a weather prediction twelve 
hours ahead. Now we're asked to believe a predic
tion that goes out 100 years into the future? And 
make financial investments based on that prediction? 
Has everybody lost their minds? (Wall Street Journal, 
Nov. 11, 2008) 
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Love Agape, Agapao, and Phileo 
By Owen D. Olbricht 

The highly respected Danker 2,000 lexicon 
gives the following definitions for three 
Greek words translated "love": 

• agapao (verb), to have a warm regard for and 
interest in another, cherish, have affection for, love 
(p. 5-6). 

• agape (noun), the quality of warm regard for 
and interest in another, esteem, affection, regard, 
love (p. 6). 

• phi/eo (verb) to have a special interest in some
one or something, frequently with focus on close as
sociation, have affection for, like, consider as a 
friend (p. 1056). 

Notice that "affection" (which is also included in 
the meaning of our English word, "love") is included 
in the definition for all three words, which is con
trary to the general attitude of many preachers who 
believe that agape (same root as agapao) means, 
"seek the good of another," with no implication of 
an affection for them. Those who have this attitude 
conclude that we are required to seek the good of an 
enemy and others, but have no need to feel an affec
tion for them. Paul wrote that helping the poor with
out love is not enough (1 Cor. 13:3), which makes it 
evident that seeking the good of others is not the 
complete meaning of agape. 

Loving all people, the unlovable and our enemies, 
is difficult, but Jesus requires what is godlike (Matt. 
5 :44-48), and not what is easy. God has set goals 
above us that we can seek to reach throughout life, but 
that we may never completely obtain (Phil. 3:13). 

Degrees of Love 
We are not expected to love everyone with the same 
degree of love. John is called the disciple Jesus loved 
Uohn 13:23; 21:7, 23), an indication that Jesus 
loved him more than he did others, which may also 
have been true of his love for Lazarus Oohn 11:3). 
He chose Peter, James, and John to be with him at 
various times instead of the other apostles (Matt. 
17:1; Mark 14:33), a favoritism that could mean he 
had a special love for them. 

Degrees of love are seen in various statements 
which show that we can love: "more" (Matt. 10:37; 
Luke 7:42; John 21:15), "much" (Luke 7:47), 

"greater" Uohn 15: 12), "abundantly" and "less" (2 
Cor. 12: 15), "great" {Eph. 2:4 ), "more and more" 
(Phil. 1 :9), and "fervently" (1 Pet. 1 :22). 

In Jesus questioning of Peter's love Uohn 21:15-
17), a difference of degree of love might have been 
meant. Jesus asked Peter if he agapas him more than 
the other disciples. Peter answered that Jesus knew 
that he philo him. Jesus asked him a second time if 
he agapas him. Peter again said that Jesus knew that 
he philo him (v. 16). Jesus then asked the third time 
if Peter philo him. Being grieved that Jesus asked a 
third time, if he philo him, said that Jesus knew all 
things and knew that he philo him (v. 17). 

We are to prioritize with our love. Our greatest 
love is to be for God and Jesus (Matt. 22:37-38) 
above the love we have for others (Matt. 10:37). 
Next, our love for fellow Christians is to be like the 
love Jesus has for us Oohn 13:34). Our love for our 
neighbors, as well as the husband's love for his wife, 
is to be as we love ourselves (Matt. 22:39; Eph. 
5:33 ). We may not be expected to love our enemies 
(Matt. 5:44) with the same degree of love we have 
for fellow Christians, our neighbors or ourselves. If 
we learn to love our enemies, we will be able more 
easily to pray for them and work for their good 
(Matt. 5 :44; Rom. 12:20). 

Synonyms 
Although in some cases when used as synonyms, if a 
distinction is to be made, agape is generally love of 
the most noble quality that can include phi/eo, while 
phi/eo is considered to be more of a friendship love, 
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bm no hard rule can be made for this being the ex
clusive meaning of phi/eo (see Mart. 6:5; 23:6; Luke 
20:46). Both can be used to apply to love fo r deity, 
humanity, attitudes, and th ings, as is indicated by the 
following: 

• God's love for us 
agapao John 3:16 
phi/eo John 16:27; Rev. 3:19; Titus 3 :4 

God's love for Jesus 
agapao John 15:9; 17:24 
phil eo John 5 :20 

• Our love for Jesus 
agapao 1 Pet. 1:7-8 
phi/eo John 16:27; 1 Cor. J 6:22 

• Jesus' love for John 
agapao John 13 :23; 21:7, 20 
phi/eo John 20 :2 

• Love of human praise 
agapao J ohn 12:43 
phileo Matt. 6 :5 

• Love of greetings and best seats 
agapao Luke 11:43 
phi/eo Matt. 23:6; Luke 20:46 

Obiects of Our love 

We should have love, agapao, agape, for the follow
mg: 

• Our enemies and pray for them (Mart. 5 :44). 
• God with all our heart, soul , strength, and 

mind (Luke 10:27). 
• Our neighbors (Matt. 22 :39). 
• Ourselves, the basis for loving our neighbors 

and wives (Matt. 22:39; Eph. 5 :33). 
• Fellow Christians, as Jesus has loved us Uohn 

13:34). 
• Jesus, who we have not seen (1 Pet. 1:7b, Sa). 
• Wives, by their husbands (Epb. 5:25, 33). 
• Praise from God, instead of the praise of man 

Uohn 12:43). 
• Truth, in order to be saved (2 Thess. 2: 1 0). 
• Life, and so live as to see good days (1 Pet. 

3 :10). 
Love, phileo, is to be shown to the following: 

• Jesus, without which we are accursed (1 Cor. 
16:22). 

• Husbands, by their wives (Titus 2:4}. Women 
are not instructed to love, agapao, their hus
bands. 

• Children, by their fathers (Titus 2:4). Children 
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are commanded to obey their parents (Eph. 
6:2), but are not instructed to love them. Per
haps this should come naturally without their 
being taught to love, phi/eo, them. Jesus said 
that sons and daughters who love, agape, fa
ther or mother more that him are not worthy 
of him (Matt . 10:37). 

What We Should Not love 

Our love should be directed toward deity, people, 
and what is right instead of material things and 
what is wrong. We are to set our "affection" (Greek 
phronema, "mind"; NKJV) on heavenly things, not 
on earthly things (Phil. 3 :19; Col. 3 : 1-2). We can mis
place our love by not lov ing what God wants us to 

love, agapao: 
• Darkness instead of light because of ev il deeds 

Uohn 3:19). 
• The praise of men instead of the praise of God 

Uohn 12:43). 
• Money, w hich is the root of all evil (1 Tim. 

3:3; 6:10; Hcb. 13:5 ASV). 
• The world (2 Tim. 4 : 10), fo r, if we do, we do 

not have a love for God (1 John 2: 15). We can
not love two masters - God and money at the 
same time (Matt. 6 :24) . 

• Our life, even unto death for Jesus (Rev. 
12:11}, for if we love, phi/eo, our li fe we will 
lose it Uohn 12:25). 

• A lie, phi/eo, which will prevent our entering 
the heavenly city (Rev. 22:15). Love of lies con
demns, but love of truth saves (2 Thess. 2:10). 
Thus worship in truth is a salvation issue, which 
means we should take great care to worship 
God in spi rit and truth Uohn 4:20-24). 

Conclusion 

The motivating forces in our lives are to be faith 
Uames 2:15-26; 1 John 5:4), hope (1 John 3:3), and 
love Uohn 14:15, 21-24). Of these three, love is the 
greatest quality we can have (1 Cor. 13:13 ). If we 
properly place our love, we will love what God loves 
and hate what God hates. By doing this, we will be
come God-like, which should be the goa l of all 
Christians. 
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(H. Leo Boles was a premier preacher in the previous generation. His teaching was simple, to the point, and 
Biblical. His emphasis was on the teaching of the word of God and the testimony of j esus, which is the emphasis 
all should make. To reread his excellent essay on the return of jesus is enlightening, and therefore edifying.) 

The Second Coming of Christ 
By H. Leo Boles 

Awho believe the New Testament believe that 
Christ will come again . There has been much 
discussion on different phases of this subj ect; 

there has been much bitter discussion and sharp con
tention over th is subject. It seems strange that the sec
ond coming of Christ should provoke such ugly con
troversies among the Lord 's people. There have been 
unholy disputes about ho liness, unlovable debates 
about love, and unrighteous discussions about righ
teousness; so there have been bitter wra ngl ing about 
the second coming of Christ. Extremists have specu
lated about his coming and provoked division and 
strife. The Lord 's people should be free from such 
theological speculation and theories. It ought to be 
enough for each one to take the. New Testament, be
lieve a ll that it reaches, and practice all that it requi res. 

The Promise of Christ's Return 

While Christ was here in the fles h, he taught that he 
would come again. The g rea t di scourse that Jesus 
preached the last week of his sojourn on earth in the 
flesh reaches clearly that he will come again. This 
discourse is in Matt. 24 ; Mark 13; Luke 21. j esus 
said: "For the Son of man shall come in the glor y of 
his Father w ith his angels" (Matt. 16: 27). He came 
in humility the first time, bur he will "come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels" the second time . 
Later, Jesus taught his disciples, say ing: "H enceforth 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand 
of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven" 
(Matt 26:64). Scriptures cou ld be multiplied show
ing that Jesus promised "to rece ive you un to myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also" Uohn 14:3) . 
Christ promised to return. About that there can be 
no doubt. 

When Will He Come? 

H ere we find much speculation. Every generation of 
disciples has h ad its speculators as to w hen Chris t 
would return . In every generation, some religious 
teachers have given the "s igns of his coming" and 

have i nrerpreted certain events as definite signs of his 
near approach. Those who have studi ed the history 
of the theories advanced are familiar with t he fact 
that different sets of events have been interpreted to 
signify that his coming is "imminent." Even our gen
eration has been disturbed by those who have pre
dicted that the Lord's coming is " imminent." They 
give the same reasons that every generation of specu
lators have given. T here are no new theories ad
vanced, no new arguments made, no new Scriptures 
discovered, no new interpretation given to any Scrip
ture. All that is presented now by brethren who 
speculate on this question is a rehash of theories that 
have been previously advanced. T here may be some 
modifications of these theories; they have been dis
sected and put together in different ways with an ap
pearance of something new; but h istory reveals that 
even these modifications are only a revamping of old 
material. Jesus settled the question about the ri me of 
his coming, and we should leave it as he left it. "But 
of that day and hour knoweth no one, not even the 
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angels of heaven, neither the Son, but the Father 
only" (Matt. 24:36). "But of that day or that hour 
knoweth no one, not even the angels in heaven, nei
ther the Son, but the Father" (Mark 13 :32). This 
settles the question so far as to the time of his com
ing. No one knows. No one should attempt to say. 
Leave the matter as it is left by Jesus. If all would 
teach just what Jesus taught here, there would be no 
strife or division. 

Christians Should Be Ready 

Since no one knows when Christ will come, all 
should be ready. The New Testament clearly teaches 
that Christians should be waiting for his coming. "So 
Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins 
of many, shall appear a second time, apart from sin, 
to them that wait for him, unto salvation." (He b. 
9:28). "For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly and righteously and godly in this present 
world; looking for the blessed hope and appearing of 
the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ" (Titus 2:11-13). "But concerning the times 
and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that 
aught be written unto you. For yourselves know per
fectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in 
the night. When they are saying, Peace and safety, 
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as tra
vail upon a woman with child; and they shall in no 
wise escape" (1 Thess. 5: 1-3). Again, Scriptures 
could be multiplied showing that Christians should 
be ready, watching, waiting for the return of our 
Lord. Again, if just the New Testament is taught on 
this question, no one would have reason or right to 
be disturbed. The New Testament is clear enough on 
this. Paul through the Holy Spirit said: "I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not 
to me only, but also to all them that have loved his 
appearing" (2 Tim. 4:7 -8). 

The Climax of His Coming 

The present order of waiting and watching of the 
disciples will continue until the Christ comes. Each 
generation of Christians receives the same instruc
tions; each generation must live the same way and 
look forward to his coming. In the eating of the 
Lord's Supper there is a remembrance weekly of his 
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second coming. "For as often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death till 
he come" (1 Cor. 11 :26). As each generation eats the 
Lord's Supper, his coming is kept before them. The 
coming of Christ will be the end of his mediatorial 
ministry; his high priesthood will cease; his church 
will have finished its mission; his reign as King will 
come to an end. "But each in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits; then they that are Christ's, at his com
ing. Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have abolished all rule and all authority and power. 
For he must reign, till he hath put all his enemies un
der his feet. The last enemy that shall be abolished is 
death" (1 Cor. 15 :23-26). With the abolition of 
death, life in its highest possibilities will move on 
forever; hence, eternal life, with the supremacy of 
good over evil, at the coming of Christ, the last influ
ence hostile to man's peace will have been banished 
forever; the purpose for which man was created will 
be realized. Into this climax of human history we 
shall enter with joy if we love our Lord's appearing. 
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W. C. Whiteside 
W.C. Whiteside, 84, passed from this earth 

on Tuesday, September 16 surrounded by his 
loving family. 

A cherished husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, brother, and friend, W. C. 
was born to William Cager and Eula Austin 
Whiteside on October 2, 1923 in Childress, 
Texas. 

Mter serving as Dean of Students and pro
fessor of math and chemistry at Central 
Christian College in Bartlesville,Okla., W.C. 
began a long career as a microbiologist in the 
oil industry, retiring from the En jay Chemical 
division of Exxon at age 62. 

He was a deeply loved and respected cor
nerstone of the West University Church of 
Christ for 43 years, a man of God whose 
great faith, wisdom, kindness, and compas
sion touched the lives of all who knew him. 



(For many years the beloved B. C. Goodpasture edited The Gospel Advocate. We turn back the pages of time 
and reprint his editorial that appeared january 11, 1940. This is an example of the kind of teaching that made 
the church grow and that reached the hearts of multiplied thousands. It commends itself to us.) 

The Preaching of the Cross 
By B. C. Goodpasture 

The cross was the great theme of apostolic 
preaching. The crucifixion was, and is, the 
central fact of Christianity. On the day of 

Pentecost, Peter preached the death of Christ as the 
focal point of his message. Paul reached Corinth with 
the settled determination not to know anything 
among the Corinthians "save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). He carried out his determina
tion. He preached to them the gospel, which in
cluded the prime fact· "that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:3). John, the 
beloved disciple, on Patmos described Jesus as the 
one who "loosed us from our sins by his blood" (Rev. 
1:5). 

The preaching of the cross was not a popular 
theme. It was not what the masses wanted, though it 
was what they vitally needed. It did not comport 
with their habits of thought and modes of living. It 
clashed with their prejudices and standards of great
ness. Its implications upset their peace of conscience 
and revealed them as sinners in dire need of salva
tion. "The preaching of the cross is to them that per
ish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God" (1 Cor. 1: 18). However, this fact did 
not change the tone or theme of the primitive evan
gelists. "We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a 
stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness" 
(1 Cor. 1:23). They preached as they had been com
missioned, and left the responsibility on their hearers 
and the results with their God. 

To the Jews a Stumbling Block 
More than once the cross was described as a "stum
bling block." To the Galatians, Paul wrote: "But I, 
brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still 
persecuted? then hath the stumblingblock of the cross 
been done away" (Gal. 5: 11). This is the reading in 
the Revised Version. The Authorized Version employs 
"offence" in the place of "stumblingblock." The origi
nal is skandalon, which, according to Thayer, means 

"the movable stick or tricker ('trigger') of a trap, trap
stick ; a trap, snare; any impediment placed in the way 
and causing one to stumble or fall (a stumbling block, 
occasion of stumbling)." It is the word from which our 
word "scandal" is derived. It would not be far amiss, 
if at all amiss in this connection, to speak of the scan
dal of the cross, for it was so regarded by the wonder
seeking Jew and the wisdom-loving Gentile of the first 
century. The cross carried no popular appeal to them. 
To the one it was disappointing; to the other, absurd. 
To the Jew, in particular, it was a stumbling block. He 
could not reconcile his conception - or, rather, more 
accurately, his gross misconception - of the Messiah 
clothed in regal, Davidic splendor and destined to 
crush with material force the power of every oppres
sor with the (to him) contemptible death on the cross. 
He did not understand his own Scriptures, which 
spoke of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that was 
to follow. His pride rebelled against the idea of a cru
cified Deliverer. "Cursed is every one that hangeth on 
a tree," he remembered. His professed loyalty to the 
law of Moses forbade his accepting the new covenant. 

This seems to be implied in the text: "If I still 
preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? then 
hath the stumblingblock of the cross been done away." 
The Jew stumbled at the idea of giving up circumci
sion, and the like, for the cross, "Whatever else there 
may have been in the fact of Jesus' death on the cross 
to make the doctrine of his Messiahship offensive to 
the Jews, that which above all else made it such was 
the doctrine that men may obtain divine acceptance 
and share in the Messianic blessings through faith in 
Jesus, without circumcision or obedience to the stat
utes of Moses" (Burton). Chrysostom said: "For even 
the cross which was a stumbling block to the Jews was 
not so much so as the failure to require obedience to 
the ancestral laws. For when they attacked Stephen, 
they said not that he was worshiping the Crucified, 
but that he was speaking against the law and the holy 
place." 
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To the Gentiles Foolishness 
It is not difficult to understand why the Gentiles 
looked with contempt and scorn upon the preaching 
of the cross. To them death by crucifixion was death 
at its most shamefully worst. The cross was (to them) 
the vile instrument by which slaves, captives, pirates, 
traitors, anarchists, and assassins were put to death. 
A Roman citizen was exempt from death by crucifix
ion. The Romans considered it the proper death for 
slaves, whom they regarded as scarcely more than 
dogs. Old Cicero, the great Roman orator and states
man said: "Let the very name of the cross be far 
away not only from the body of a Roman citizen, but 
even from his thoughts, his eyes, his ears." The early 
enemies of Christianity knew how the cross was re
garded. They were quick to ridicule the followers 
and the prospective followers of one who had been 
put to death on the despised cross. Celsus, one of the 
first and ablest opponents of the early church, at
tempted to base arguments upon the ignominious 
death of Christ, against his having the holy and di
vine characteristics ascribed to him by his devoted 
followers. This type of argument had weight with 
the average man of that time. Lectantius, who wrote 
in the fourth century, complained: "It is made a mat
ter of opprobrium against us, both that we worship a 
man at all and that we worship one who was tor
tured and put to death." Arnobius, who wrote about 
the same time, expressed the feelings of the heathens 
toward the Christians in these words: "We are not 
angry with you because you worship the omnipotent 
God, but because you pay daily homage to a man 
whom you maintain to have been God and who was 
put to death in a way that is a disgrace even to the 
vile." Mohammed, who flourished about six hun
dred years after Christ, sought to evade the ignominy 
attached to death on the cross by denying that Jesus 
was crucified. In the Koran, the so-called "Bible" of 
Mohammedanism, we find this statement relative to 
the matter: "Therefore for that they (the Jews) have 
made void their covenant, and have not believed in 
the signs of God, and have slain the prophets un
justly, and have said, Our hearts are uncircumcised; 
(but God hath sealed them up because of their unbe
lief; therefore they shall not believe, except a few of 
them:) and for that they have not believed in Jesus, 
and have spoken against Mary a grievous calumny; 
and have said, Verily, we have slain Christ Jesus, the 
Son of Mary, the apostle of God; yet they slew him 
not, neither crucified him, but he was represented by 
one in his likeness; and verily they who disagreed 
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concerning him were in a doubt as to this matter, and 
had no sure knowledge thereof, but followed only an 
uncertain opinion. They did not really kill him; but 
God took him up unto himself." The Mohammedans 
believe that the Jews through judicial hatred and 
blindness seized and crucified Judas instead of Jesus, 
who, they think, escaped and ascended to heaven. 
The Gentile could not easily reconcile his ideas of 
greatness with the teaching of Christ. It was natural 
for him to dismiss the Christ as not divine simply be
cause he had suffered the deep disgrace and humilia
tion of the cross. It is no great wonder that the 
preaching of the cross was foolishness to him. 

To the Saved the Power of God 
To those who have received "with meekness the im
planted word" Uames 1:21), "not as the word of 
men, but, as it is in truth, the word of God" (1 Thess. 
2:13), and have obeyed it from the heart (Rom. 
6: 17), the preaching of the cross is, indeed, "the 
power of God" (1 Cor. 1: 18). It brings the blessings 
of salvation, righteousness, and eternal life. Regard
less of what the modernist, the skeptic, or the scoffer 
may say, the faithful Christian will ever find his true 
sentiments reflected in the words of Paul: "Far be it 
from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Gal. 6:14). The word of the cross has been 
tried for the past two thousand years in the fiery cru
cible of personal experience, and has not been found 
wanting.' 
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PROPOSITION 8 

I n 2000, more than 61 percent of Californians 
voted in favor of Proposition reaffirming that 
only marriage between a man and a woman 

would be valid or recognized. 
Proposition 8 is on our ballot today because four 

activist judges from San Francisco wrongly over
turned this vote of the people. In California, the 
state Supreme Court can only overrule a vote of the 
people if the constitution compels them to do so and 
this court had no such constitutional compulsion. 

Proposition 8 contains the same 14 words that 
were previously approved by California voters in 
2000, saying "Only marriage between a man and a 
woman is valid or recognized in California." It does 
not take away any rights or benefits from gay or les
bian domestic partners. Under state law, "domestic 
partners shall have the same rights, protections, and 
benefits" as married spouses (Family Code 297.5). 

There is no exception to this, and Proposition 8 
will not change this. Marriage between a man and a 
woman is the foundation of all known civilizations 
and societies; therefore, the state should have a com
pelling interest in preserving and protecting it. 

Three of the seven judges understood this and 
voted to uphold the original proposition as constitu
tional. The single question before the court was 
whether domestic partners have a constitutional 
right to the name of "marriage." 

Justice Carol Corrigan recognized that "Domes
tic partnerships and marriages have the same legal 
standing granting to both heterosexual and homo
sexual couples, a societal recognition of their lifelong 
commitment. This parity does not violate the consti
tution; it is in keeping with it. But this does not mean 
the traditional definition of marriage is unconstitu
tional." 

In reference to the four judges who overturned 
the original proposition, Justices Marvin Baxter and 
Ming William Chin wrote, "It (the four majority 
judges) simply does not have the right to erase, then 
recast, the age-old definition of marriage as virtually 
all societies have understood it in order to satisfy its 
own contemporary notions of equality and justice." 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Con
nor recently noted that "preserving the traditional 
institution of marriage is a legitimate state interest.'" 

There is a long history of legislative and popular 
support for the traditional concept of marriage. In 
the 1990s, President Bill Clinton signed the Defense 
of Marriage Act, which defined marriage under fed
eral law as the legal union between one man and one 
woman as husband and wife·. This act passed the 
House of Representatives by 342 to 67 and the Sen
ate by 85 to 14. 

Moreover, 44 states have passed legislation simi
lar to the federal defense of marriage Act. Twenty
seven of them have adopted such protection of mar
riage by constitutional amendment, which is exactly 
what a yes vote on Proposition 8 will accomplish. 

Similar to California, the Massachusetts Supreme 
Court also struck down that state's marriage law by a 
narrow 4-3 margin. Of that decision, Princeton 
scholar Robert P. George commented in the Wall 
Street Journal, "The judges invented a right to 'same
sex marriage' found nowhere in the text, logic, or 
historical understanding of the state constitution. In 
doing so, they usurped the authority of the people's 
elected representatives." 

Sound familiar? 
In June, National Public Radio aired a story en

titled "When Gay Rights and Religious Liberties 
Clash." The story notes that "armed with legal pro
tections granted by some states, same-sex couples are 
beginning to challenge the policies of religious orga
nizations that exclude them, claiming that a religious 
group's view that homosexuality is a sin cannot be 
used to violate their right to equal treatment and, so 
far, the religious groups are losing. 

The story cites numerous examples of conflicts 
relating to church-sponsored adoption services, 
housing at religious schools and forcing doctors to 
perform medical procedures such as abortions that 
violate their conscience. Some of these same groups 
are even advocating that tax exemptions be with
drawn from any religious organization that does not 
embrace same-sex unions. 

In California, state law requires teachers to in
struct children as young as kindergarteners in health 
education classes about marriage (Education Code 
51890). If the same-sex marriage ruling is not over
turned, teachers could be required to teach that there 
is no difference between gay marriage and traditional 
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marriage. This is already happening in Massachu
setts. 

The opponents of Proposition 8 would have you 
believe otherwise, but we have already seen in the 
three states that have instituted gay marriage (all by 
judicial decree, not the will of the people) that the 
promoters of gay marriage show a disposition to in
sist on uniformity of thought on the subject. They 
will certainly try to use the power of the state to sup
press any attempt to publically express a preference 
for heterosexuality, even when such a preference has 
a religious basis. 

Once "marriage" has been so radically redefined, 
the legal implications go far beyond just letting same
sex couples enter into marriage contracts. 

Some have ridiculed those of us who are con
cerned that same-sex marriage will undermine the 
traditional understanding of marriage, pointing out 
that in the four months since the court decision there 
has been no discernible impact on traditional mar
riage between a man and a woman. 

How can they draw such a conclusion in such a 
short period? The consequences of undermining tra
ditional marriage cannot be fully understood for 
generations. Only recently are we beginning to ab
sorb the detrimental impact of decades of increased 
sexual promiscuity and the dramatic increase in out
of-wedlock births. 

No serious attempt has been made to consider 
anything more than a general feeling that "tolerance 
is good" and "discrimination is bad." Yet there are 
those who would have us proceed headlong into a 
vast social experiment whose consequences could 
risk serious damage to many (and to the most inno
cent) in order to create the most marginal benefit for 
the few. 

(As elsewhere noted, Proposition 8 passed again 
on November 4, 2008. It has been reported that op
ponents of Proposition 8, mostly homosexuals, have 
threatened violence against some who pressed to 
have the Proposition pass and become law in Califor
nia.) FF 

Girl Scouts Go Hard Left and Downhill 

Change" is the buzzword at the 51st Girl Scout 
National Council Session and Convention 
held earlier this month (November) in In

dianapolis, Ind. It stands as further proof that change 
is not always for the better. 

From the opening ceremony to the exhibitors in 
the convention hall, it is clear that the direction the 
Girl Scouts have chosen is a hard left, downhill. 

These changes began in 1970, when feminist 
Betty Friedan was put on the national governing 
board. Then, partnerships were forged with Planned 
Parenthood, gun control advocates and other left
wing groups. 

In 1980, the organization changed its policy on 
homosexuality and welcomed lesbians as scouts and 
troop leaders. 

In 1993, the Girl Scouts put an asterisk by the 
word "God" in the promise and invited girls to tell 
the Creator to take a hike. 

Patriotism has been replaced with globalism. 
This year, the traditional flag ceremony was trashed. 
The girls didn't respectfully carry the U.S. flag into 
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the hall. Instead, it was bunched together with the 
flags of other countries and pulled in by a golf cart to 
the nonsensical- some say drug related- '70s Chi
cago tune "25 or 6 to 4." Mter the girls recited the 
promise, the band broke into "September" by Earth, 
Wind and Fire. 

Keynote speakers included left-wing political ac
tivists actress Geena Davis, who starred in "Com
mander in Chief," and former Ms. Foundation Presi
dent Marie Wilson, who founded the White House 
Project and Take Your Daughter to Work Day. 

A large portion of the program was devoted to the 
antics of leadership consultant Christian Whitney 
Sanchez who used a process called "Story Weaving" to 
lead the almost 10, 000 attendees and national council 
and girl members in a giant "Kumbaya" session to get 
them further down the garden path to the New Age 
and make them think it was all their idea. 

Sanchez is about as far from founder Juliette 
Low as one can get. Her bio says she was born under 
the Leo Sun Sign and spent her undergraduate years 
with Pele, the Hawaiian volcano goddess. She prac-



rices yoga and meditation as she engages in daily life 
as "spiritual practice" and looks for opportunities to 
fulfill her purpose of "contributing to the evolution 
of human consciousness." 

On the way to these sessions, the Girl Scouts 
could visit displays that feature the Sophia Dolls col
lection to help them find their "inner goddess." Ac
cording to the manufacturer, which donates a per
centage of all sales to the Girl Scouts, these dolls 
"serve as a personal empowerment tool by allowing 
you or your dau ghter to connect with inner wisdom 
to guide in expanding and balancing life roles. " 

The highlight of the convention was the unveil
ing of the latest "journeys" program inspired by the 
Ashland Institute and created with the help of Brian 
Bacon of the Oxford Leadership Academy, who is a 
practitioner and teacher of the Brahma Kumaris Raja 
Yoga and a "senior member" of the Brahma Kumaris 
World Spiritual University. These programs are billed 
as a "leadership experience. " Girls are encouraged to 
become "agents of change" - ah, there's that word 
again - for the global good. 

These programs are egocentric and devoid of any 
mention of family. There is a strong anti-boy tone. 
Instead of mother and father, the books refer to 
" trusted adults." Gone is the J udeo-Christian tradi
tion on which the Girl Scouts was founded . The em
phasis is on moral rela tivism and "se lf. " The books 
are salt and peppered with Eastern re ligious prac
tices. Girls are encouraged to make a Zen garden, 
use yoga and martial arts as a form of relaxation and 
use a Japanese tea ceremony to "clear the mind." 

Newcomers to the G irl Scouts may not immedi
ately recognize the danger. On the surface, the new 
Daisy and Brownie J ourney programs begin inno
cently enough, and there is no asterisk by the word 
"God" in the promise in these books. 

Although the Scours have emphasized "change," 
leadership recognizes that once a famil y that ho lds to 
Judeo-Christian values has a girl in Scouts, that fam
ily is reluctant to face this mistake and "change" to a 
program that isn't in conflict with its val ues. 

Fortunately, there are better alternatives. Legacy 
Clubs for mothers and daughters began last year in 
Draper, Utah. American H eritage Girls, which began 
13 years ago in Cincinnati, Ohio, is now nationwide 
and most closely mirrors the scouting program be
gun by Juliette Low. 

Yes, at times, change is beneficial! Uane Chastain, 
WorldN etDaily) 
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Sparks Fly 

H undreds of homosexual activists rushed out 
of bars and swarmed a group of Christians 
who were singing songs in San Francisco's 

Castro District - and some even threatened to kill 
the worshippers. 

A group of Christians had been singing and pray
ing in the "gay" district for several days, but they 
never expected an angry mob would run them out. 
However, that's what happened Friday night. 

One woman who was attacked told her story 
with Pastor Lou Engle at the International House of 
Prayer in Kansas City. She said the group's fellow
ship had been peaceful for several nights before the 
riot. 

"People would come stand with us and join us," 
she said. "We got to pray for some people." 

But then angry men began yelling profanities and 
warning the Christians to leave the district. 

One asked, "Why are you here?" 
The leader of the group said, "We're here to wor

ship God, and we're here because we love you." 
A group of men approached the Christians and 

covered them with a large cloth, backing them into a 
corner. Then the angry mob began swearing and 
growing larger. The bars began emptying out, and a 
crowd completely surrounded the Christians. 

The worship group began singing "Amazing 
Grace," while an estimated 500 "gay" advocates 
sang, "We Shall Overcome." 

The woman said she and her friend were doused 
with hot coffee. One man took a Bible from her 
friend, hit her on the head with it, pushed her to the 
ground and began kicking her. People began lunging 
at the Christian group, blowing whistles in their ears. 

"They started saying, 'We're going to kill you,"' 
she said. "They started taking our pictures and saying, 
'We're going to kill you. We know who you are.'" 

Then she said a man jumped through the crowd 
and pushed her forehead. 

Just then, a squad of police officers arrived in 
riot gear, surrounding the Christians and forming a 
protective human wall. 

She said the police told them, "You have to leave 
if you want to make it out." 

When the group continued praying, an officer 
came back and said, "You don't have a choice any
more. We're going to escort you out." 
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The officers then took the Christians to their 
cars. The angry mob began lunging at them through 
the riot gear and chanting "Shame on you!" 

Some yelled, "We are going to follow you all the 
way home!" Others called the Christians "hypo
crites." 

One man screamed into a camera, "We don't 
ever want them coming back. Do you understand 
that, other Christians? Do you understand that, 
other Mormons? I'm talking to you, people. Yeah, 
you. Stay out of our neighborhood if you don't like 
us. Leave us alone!" 

The woman said her group had merely organized 
a peaceful fellowship and wasn't there to condemn 
homosexuals. 

"We hadn't preached," she said. "We hadn't 
evangelized. We worshiped God in peace, and we 
were about to die for it." 

"Their rights were respected," Joe Schmitz, an 
opponent of Prop. 8, told San Francisco's KTVU 
Channel 2. "They got a chance to go ahead and pray 
on the sidewalk, and I had the opportunity to ex
press my freedom of speech, which is telling them to 
get out of my neighborhood." 

The following day, approximately 20,000 people 
marched in San Francisco to protest passage of 
California's Proposition 8 protecting traditional mar
riage. Several thousand people conducted other pro
tests around the nation in cities such as Manhattan, 
Chicago, and Los Angeles. According to reports, 
many protesters feeling emboldened by the recent 
election chanted, "Yes we can!"- a slogan popular
ized by the Barack Obama campaign (Gleaned from 
various news sources). 
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Potpourri ••. 

I n "Potpourri" each month, we highlight and give 
a summary of news items from various sources. 
We are indebted to Earl Davis of Chicago and 

Elvin DeShazo for helping search for information. 
Most of what we print reveals the moral attitudes 
and habits of our fellow citizens of earth, but mostly 
those in the United States. The purpose is to keep us 
aware of the ethical climate of our generation and, 
consequently, aware of issues that need to be ad
dressed with biblical truths. 

You may also find the information useful as fod
der for sermons and bulletins. 

Wile Beaten 
• A 57-YEAR-old Malaysian Muslim man as

saulted his wife and threatened to shoot her after she 
failed to secure him a young second wife, news re
ports said today. 

Mohamad Haris Daud, a local police chief in 
Kuantan in central Pahang state, said the man forced 
his 60-year-old wife to seek the consent of a woman 
in her 3 Os to be his second wife. · 

The frightened wife then went to the woman's 
house but found out she was already married, he said. 

'1\..fter she told her husband that the woman was 
married, he ran amok and started beating her and 
threatened to cut her with a machete," Chief 
Mohamad was quoted as saying by the Malay-lan
guage Utusan Malaysia newspaper. 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leary Brownlow 

This volume is devoted to the development of the 
children of God in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles given in the 
Bible, which, when properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian in facing every situation 
of life. 

$4.99 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling 
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Muslim men in Malaysia are allowed up to four 
wives but activists and women's groups say po
lygamy is cruel and has deviated from its original 
purpose in Islam, which was to protect widows and 
orphans. 

Islam is the official religion of Malaysia, where 
more than 60 per cent of its 2 7 million people are 
Muslim Malays. Polygamy is illegal for non-Mus
lims. 

Police have detained the husband and he is being 
investigated for criminal intimidation. 

(Here we go with a collection of events of the day 
... some weird and some wonderful.) 

Appeals Court 
• DENVER, Oct. 10 /Standard Newswire/

Liberty Counsel filed a brief asking the Tenth Circuit 
Court of Appeals to rule in favor of Erica Corder, a 
high school valedictorian who was forced to publicly 
apologize for sharing her Christian faith during her 
30-second message at graduation. 

Liberty Counsel filed a federal lawsuit against 
Lewis Palmer School District in August 2007. Erica 
was one of fifteen valedictorians from the Lewis
Palmer High School class of 2006. For more than 
two years, she has been the subject of criticism be
cause the school continues to portray her as a stu
dent who engaged in improper conduct for mention
ing Jesus Christ during a graduation speech. 

Before graduation in May 2006, Principal Mark 
Brewer informed the valedictorians that they could 
choose one student to speak, or that all of them 
could deliver a 3 0-second graduation message. The 
students chose to have all fifteen valedictorians par
ticipate and chose a general topic for each speaker. 
Erica and one other student were chosen to give con
cluding messages. Each valedictorian orally pre
sented a proposed speech to the principal before 
graduation. 

At graduation, Erica delivered a different speech 
that expressed her faith in Jesus Christ. Afterwards, 
she was escorted to see the assistant principal, who 
said she would not receive her diploma because of 
the speech she had given. Principal Brewer unlaw
fully threatened Erica by falsely claiming she could 
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receive her diploma only if she apologized to the en
tire school community. 

Under duress, Erica prepared a statement saying 
the message was her own and was not endorsed by 
the principal. Brewer insisted that she include the 
words: "I realize that, had I asked ahead of time, I 
would not have been allowed to say what I did." 
Erica complied because she feared the school would 
withhold her diploma. She was also afraid that the 
school would put disciplinary notes in her file and 
would generate negative publicity, which could pre
vent her from becoming a school teacher. Principal 
Brewer sent Erica's coerced statement in an email to 
the entire high school community. Liberty Counsel 
tried to resolve the issue, but the school district re
fused. 

Mathew Staver, Founder of Liberty Counsel and 
Dean of Liberty University School of Law, com
mented: "The school district had no right to coerce 
Erica Corder to speak against her will when she was 
no longer a student. The school district compounded 
its unconstitutional censorship of religious view
points by forcing an exemplary alumnus to 'confess' 
to the school's own crime. Graduation was over. The 
lights had been turned off. The people were gone. 
Erica graduated and yet the school officials falsely 
claimed this straight-A student could not graduate 
because she mentioned the name of 'Jesus' in her 30-
second speech. This is unbelievable. Students do not 
shed their right to free speech when they stand at the 
graduation podium." 
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Cute? 
• A 13-year-old girl who has had four sexual 

partners, smokes dope, drinks beer, and has been ex
cluded from s~hool 40 times is considered "sweet" 
by her mother and g~ven cigarettes as rewards for 
good behavior. 

Tracy Holt, 43, says there are a "lot worse 
things" her daughter Sam could be doing than smok
ing 15 cigarettes a day, and believes that because she 
herself hasn't yet suffered from cancer, "she'll prob
ably be alright anyway". 

She knows her daughter hangs out with friends 
in the street, drinking cans of lager and smoking pot, 
but says she is simply glad Sam is not "a proper 
drunk" and has not graduated to harder drugs. 

"I don't see the point in punishing her. If I 
ground her, I'm just punishing myself because I have 
to put up with her in the house," she said. 

"Instead, I reward her good behavior by giving 
her cigarettes. If she's bad, she goes without. 

"She's a little comedian. I let her get away with a 
lot of cheek. It's sweet." 

Mrs. Holt, a jobless single mother with two other 
grown-up children who smokes 20 cigarettes a day 
herself, said giving them out as a reward "works." 

She said: "There are a lot worse things she could 
be doing. We've alJ got to die sometime. I haven't got 
cancer from smoking so she'll probably be all right 
anyway." 

Sam agrees that she will do more around the 
family home, in Gosport, Hampshire, England when 
bribed. 

"If Mum tells me to tidy my room, I ignore her 
but if she offers me a fag, I do it," she said. 

She admits to having had four sexual partners in 
less than a year, but told Closer magazine: "I only 
sleep with boyfriends. I worry about getting preg
nant because I don't want kids until I'm married so I 
always use condoms." 

Sam lost her virginity when she was 12, and told 
her mother shortly afterwards. Miss Holt said she 
was shocked at first but hid her feelings well. 

"I thought it w~s a joke, so I laughed," she said. 
"I was disappointed. No mother wants to know her 
12-year-old is having sex but I'm glad she told me. 

"I didn't show I was angry and just kept it to my
self." 

She went on: "It wasn't a one-night stand. She 
had been dating the guy for a couple of weeks. I took 
her to the doctor's the next day to get her on the Pill. 
I've told her to use condoms." 



Sam's track record at school leaves a lot to be de
sired, -and she has been excluded for bad behavio ur 
more than 40 times. 

"Sam got suspended for the fi rs t time after she 
climbed on ro the school roof, " she said. 

"I shouted at her and then explained she 
shouldn' t climb on roofs because she could fall off. I 
didn' t know what else to do." 

She believes her daughter's behaviour is down ro 
the teachers at her school who were " too soft" with 
her. 

"Now she is at a special school where there are 
fewer kids in each class," she said. 

"Hopefull y these teachers will be stricter and she 
will finall y get the discipline that's needed." 

lair? 
• A judge in the N ile River Delta area sentenced 

a donkey to 24 hours in jail after police discovered 
the animal to be in possession of corn on the cob sto
len from a nearby agrrcultural research institute. The 
donkey's owner escaped jail time bu t had to pay a 
$12 fine. 

Water Tunnel 
• (lsraelNN.com) A tunnel built thousands of 

years ago - and which may even have been used 
during King David's conquest of Jerusalem - has 
been uncovered in the ancient City of Dav id, just 
outside the Old City and across the stree t from the 
Dung Gate. 

Renowned Israeli archaeologist Dr. Eilat Mazer, 
who is leading the dig, revealed the findings from the 
discovery Thursday morning at an archaeologica l 
symposium at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

Mazer, who also uncovered King David 's palace, 
has led the world in ancient Jerusalem findin gs. 
Some of her other discoveries have included proof o f 
another biblical sro ry, in the Book o f Jeremiah. A 
completely intact seal impression, or "bula," bearing 
the name Gedaliahu ben Pashu r was uncovered. T he 
bula is actually a stamped engraving made of mortar. 
Mazer also found a second such impression not far 
away, as well as the remnants o f a wall fro m the 
prophet N echemia (Nehemiah). 

The archaeologist said there is a high probabili ty 
that the runnel is the one referred ro as the " rsinor" 
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in the biblical story of Kin g David's conquest of 
Jerusalem (2 Sam. 5 :6-8; 1 Chron. 11:4-6). 

"The new discoveries in the excavations in the 
City of David illuminate the ancient history of Jerusa
lem and the reali ty described in the Bible," she noted. 

Not So Gay 
• SACRAM ENTO (CBS13)- In response to a con

troversial contribution by a California teachers union, 
some parents are organizi ng an effort to keep their 
kids home for the day and cost public schools money. 

The California Teachers Association says their 
members are fighting to keep gay marriage legal be
cause they stand for equality. 

With cash contributions to anti-Proposition 8 ef
forts falling short of the opposition, the union in
jected $1 million into campaign coffers to continue 
the ad blitz. 

Supporters of Proposition 8 now have a proposi
tion of their ow n: They're behind an online effort to 
keep kids home from school Tuesday. The organizers 
say for every student who misses school for personal 
reasons costs the school money, and are banking that 
high numbers will send a big message. 

The e-mail says, "Many Californ ia public school 
students are going ro be sick and absent from school 
on Tuesday, October 2P' ... Many are puzzled why 
the professional group hired ro educate them is 
spending so much mo ney to push their own social 
agenda." 

The chain e-mail also urges reachers supporting 
Propositio n 8 to send a statement o f their own: 
"With all those students our sick, many California 

The Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use in high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 

$19.99 
$4.50 s&h · Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888·367 -6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

November 2008 
Firm Foundatio n 29 



public school teachers intend to demand $300 politi
cal refunds from their union dues." 

(The election is over and the California Proposi
tion 8 passed with a good majority. We will be watch
ing to see if the courts of the Golden State attempt to 
overturn the people's will again.) 

Too Young 
• A California school system refuses to say what 

action, if any, it will take after it received complaints 
about a kindergarten teacher who encouraged her 
students to sign "pledge cards" in support of homo
sexuals. 

During a celebration of National Ally Week, Tara 
Miller, a teacher at the Faith Ringgold School of Arts 
and Science in Hayward, Calif., passed out cards 
produced by the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network to her class of kindergartners. 

The cards asked signers to be "an ally" and to 
pledge to "not use anti-LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender) language or slurs; intervene, when 
I feel I can, in situations where others are using anti
LGBT language or harassing other students and ac
tively support safer schools efforts." 

The school has acknowledged that the exercise 
was not appropriate for kindergartners. 

Kicked to Death 
• An Egyptian security official says police de

tained a teacher in the northern coastal city of Alex
andria after one of his pupils- a schoolboy- died 
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in hospital, after allegedly being hit by the reacher. 
The official says the city prosecutor ordered the 

detention of 23-yea r-old math teacher, Haitham 
Abdel Hamid, on Monday. 

The boy re portedly collapsed and fe ll into a 
coma after the reacher kicked him, allegedly because 
the boy did not complete his homework. The boy 
died later in a hospital. 

The official spoke on condition of anonymity be
cause he was not authorized to talk to media. 

Corporal punishment is common in over
crowded Egyptian schools, where reachers get mea
ger salaries and lack sufficient training. 

Gender-confused 
• The incoming Executi ve Branch of 

government's transition ream has included both 
"sexual orientation" and "gender identity" in irs 
nondiscrimination policy for applicants for employ
ment in the incoming Obama administration. 

Christopher Anders, senior legislative counsel 
with the American Civil Liberties Union, says "presi
dent-elect and vice president-elect, by explicitly re
jecting the bigotry and intolerance of the past, are 
committing that gay, lesbian, and transgender profes
sionals can serve in government without fear of dis
crimination." 

Peter LaBarbera, president of Americans for 
Truth About H omosexuality, says Obama's new non
discrimination policy will be an "open door" for gen
der-confused and cross-dressing federal employees. 

"Since men [wearing] dresses apparently are go
ing to be protected under gender-identity provisions, 
what about the women in the restrooms in the White 
H ouse and other federal buildings? What's going to 
be done to protect their rights?" 

2 Dead 
• EVERGREEN, Ala. (AP) -Authorities say an 

argument over Saturday's (Nov 8, 2008) AJ abama
LSU football game led to the shooting deaths of a 
couple at a home in southern Alabama. 

Prosecutors identified the victims as D ennis and 
Donna Smith of Brewton. T he shooting happened 
about 7 p.m. Saturday at the home of Michael Will
iams in the rural community of Owassa. 

Investigators told the Press-Register newspaper in 
Mobile that Dennis Smith, an LSU fan, called Will
iams, an Alabama fan, after Alabama's 27-21 over
time win and an argument ensued. 

The Smiths went to Williams home. Investigators 
said Smith had a pistol and Williams had a shotgun 



and fired. Donna Smith was a relative of Williams' 
girlfriend. 

Bye Bye 
• The theologically conservative Diocese of Fort 

Worth voted Saturday to split from the liberal-lean
ing Episcopal Church, the fourth traditional diocese 
to do so in a long-running debate over the Bible, gay 
relationships and other issues. 

Defending the Indefensible 
• WICHITA, Kan.- Attorneys for an abortion 

provider facing criminal charges questioned the 
former attorney general Monday, trying to show that 
the abortion opponent who started the investigation 
had intended to prosecute Dr. George Tiller even be
fore taking office. 

Tiller's attorney Dan Monnat asked former At
torney General Phill Kline whether, during his cam
paign, he assumed that Tiller, one of the few U.S. 
physicians performing late-term abortions, was 
breaking the law. "I had reason to believe that he 
was," Kline said. "My belief was that the law was not 
being enforced." 

PlOPS 
• California's highest court agreed Wednesday to 

hear several legal challenges to the state's new ban 
on same-sex marriage but refused to allow gay 
couples to resume marrying before it rules. The Cali
fornia Supreme Court accepted three lawsuits seek
ing to nullify Proposition 8, a voter-approved consti
tutional amendment that overruled the court's deci
sion in May that legalized gay marriage. 

lescue 
• An ethnic Uyghur woman in China's north

western Xinjiang region who was scheduled to un
dergo a second-term abortion against her will - and 
whose case drew international attention - has been 
released to her family and allowed to continue her 
pregnancy. "I am all right and I am at home now," 

Truth for Today Commentary 
-Exodus-

-By Coy D. Roper, Ph.D-

An exegesis and application of the Holy Scriptures 
697 pgs • hardback 

$29.95 
plus $5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Arzigul Tursun told RFNs Uyghur service, shortly af
ter she was released from the Women and Children's 
Welfare Hospital. 

Turkey 
• FUQUAY-VARINA, N.C.- Fuquay-Varina po

lice arrested a man whom bystanders say they hit 
with a frozen turkey when he allegedly carjacked a 
woman's sedan outside a grocery store Sunday. 

Poll 
In a recent survey 87 percent of the people 

polled said that we should keep the "In God We 
Trust" motto on our money (per MSNBC News}. 

Survey 
• Los Angeles, CA, Nov. 14, 2008 ... A majority 

of the American people believes that religious values 
are "under attack," and that the people who run the 
television networks and major movie studios do not 
share the religious and moral values of most Ameri
cans, according to a survey from the Anti-Defama
tion League (ADL} issued today. 

Tell-a-Phone 
• SAN ANTONIO- A 27-year-old woman 

has been arrested on charges of distributing harmful 
material to a minor after a 14-year-old's parents 
found a topless photo of her on his cell phone. 

Gift Certificates 
• INDIANAPOLIS (WISH} - Gift certificates 

have become a popular holiday gift option, but a 
controversial new one, already has people talking. 

For the first time, Planned Parenthood in Indiana 
is offering gift certificates. The organization said a 
big increase in calls and visits from newly unem
ployed and uninsured Hoosiers prompted what it 
calls the unusual, yet practical gift option. 

The certificates come in $25 increments. They 
can be used for everything from birth control to $58 
examinations that include breast exams and pap 
tests. Men who receive healthcare at Planned Parent
hood can use them too. 

Some Hoosiers 24-Hour News 8 talked to asked 
if the gift certificates could be used towards abor
tions. The answer is yes. But, Planned Parenthood 
said that's not the purpose of the gift certificates. 

Activists 
• Suppose you were sitting in church one Sunday 

peacefully minding your own business, praying that 
God grant our new president the wisdom to do what 
is right when suddenly, the sanctity of the church is 
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violated in the most horrific way by vandals, thugs, 
and screaming lunatics. 

This is what happened at a small church in Lan
sing, Mich., called Mount Hope. 

Mount Hope, for the record, is an evangelical, 
Bible-believing church whose members provide free 
24-hour counseling, prayer lines, catastrophic care 
for families dealing with medical emergencies. They 
also teach respect for all human life and the biblical 
sanctity of marriage as an institution between one 
man and one woman. 

What followed is like something out of the an
nals of Solzhenitsyn or some other account of big
otry directed against religion: 

This is what Michigan liberals label a "radical 
right wing establishment," and over 30 of them 
showed up in force yesterday. Wearing secret-service 
style ear pieces and microphones they received the 
"go" from their ringleader and off they went. 

Prayer had just finished when men and women 
stood up in pockets across the congregation, on the 
main floor and in the balcony. "Jesus was gay," they 
shouted among other profanities and blasphemies as 
they rushed the stage. Some forced their way 
through rows of women and kids to try to hang a 
profane banner from the balcony while others began 
tossing fliers into the air. Two women made their 
way to the pulpit and began to kiss (From the blog 
Right Michigan). 

(Congregations should discuss how to handle this 
situation should it arise. The probability of its hap
pening is slight, but so is a fire and that should also be 
discussed under the heading: Emergencies that may 
happen during a worship service.) 
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Homosexual Jlgenll11 

• ANN ARBOR, MI - "Hamtramck Citizens 
Voting No to 'Special Rights' Discrimination" scored 
a landslide victory by overturning an ordinance en
acted by their City Council in June of this year, 
which gave special rights to homosexuals and so
called "transgendered" individuals. The Thomas 
More Law Center, a national public interest law firm 
based in Ann Arbor, Mich., represented the citizens 
group and joined community religious leaders in urg
ing a "No" vote. 

Brian Rooney, a lawyer with the Thomas More 
Law Center, spoke at several events sponsored by the 
group and debunked the legal arguments made by 
representatives of the City Council in support of the 
anti-religious ordinance. 

The "No" vote carried the day, 550/o to 45 o/o. 
The challenged ordinance had made it legal for 

men who perceive themselves as women to use 
women's bathrooms in any school, business, or pub
lic facility. In classic Orwellian doublespeak, the or
dinance defines such behavior as "Natural Rights of 
Hamtramck Residents." Under the ordinance, any 
attempt to prevent such activity would have sub
jected the person to investigations, criminal prosecu
tion, civil litigation, and fines of up to five hundred 
dollars per day. 

Richard Thompson, President and Chief Counsel 
of the Thomas More Law Center stated, "Radical 
homosexual groups have lost statewide attempts to 
impose their agenda on the public. They are now en
gaged in a strategy of putting pressure on municipali
ties - in many cases successfully - to enact draco
nian provisions like Hamtramck's. In this case their 
new strategy failed as the will of the people pre
vailed." 

lluHiness 
• Advocates of the idea have withdrawn a pro

posal for a homosexual high school in Chicago. 
Social Justice Solidarity High School was sup

posed to be a safe haven for homosexual youth and 
would have featured homosexual-friendly curricu
lum, but the school ran into opposition from both 
sides. Pro-family advocates opposed the use of tax
payer money to fund the school, while some homo
sexual groups opposed the school because they 
claimed it amounted to segregation. 

Laurie Higgins, director of school advocacy at 
the Illinois Family Institute, says proponents of the 
school had watered down the proposal to focus on 



all so-called "disenfranchised" students. "Some of 
the people on the design committee were unhappy 
with the watering down of the proposal, and they 
hope to finalize some plans and resubmit them with 
a stronger proposal, which I think means more affir
mation of homosexuality," she explains. "That was a 
very disturbing report." 

She opposes the school because it uses taxpayer 
money. Higgins contends that Chicago schools have 
other problems that the money would be better used 
to address. "Listen, we do need to make schools 
comfortable places as best we can for all students, 
but those means do not justify the ends of affirming 
ideas that are both fallacious and destructive to indi
viduals and society," she concludes. 

Homosexual advocates plan to introduce new 
plans for the school in 2009 (OneNewsNow, Nov. 
22, 2008, called to our attention by Larry Mazo). 

Kill a Preachaer, Get a Prize 
• Hindu extremist groups are offering money, 

food and alcohol to anyone who murders Christians 
and destroys their homes. 

The violence is nothing new in Orissa, India, 
where India's Communist Party estimates that more 
than 500 Christians have been killed by Hindu mobs 
in Orissa since late August, 12 times more than offi
cial government claims of only 40 homicides. 

But now the stakes are even higher - and 
preachers have a bounty on their heads. 

Faiz Rahman, chairman of Good News India, 
said Hindu militants are targeting Christian leaders, 
the Christian Post reported. 

"The going price to kill a preacher is $250," he 
said. 

Rahman, a head of several orphanages in Orissa 
State, said he's helped 25 preachers to leave refugee 
camps, but 25 0 Christian leaders are still in shelters. 

·''All of the preachers are high value targets," 
Rahman told the UK-based Release International. 
"We've got to get them out of the refugee camps." 

An All-India Christian Council spokesman said, 
"People are being offered rewards to kill, and to de
stroy churches and Christian properties. They are 
being offered foreign liquor, chicken, mutton and 
weapons. They are given petrol and kerosene" 
(WorldNet, Nov. 22, 2008). 

light to Demonstrate 
• ANN ARBOR, MI - The Thomas More Law 

Center, a national public interest law firm based in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, announced today that a fed-

eral lawsuit it brought on behalf of Dr. Monica 
Miller, a pro-life activist, against the Detroit Police 
Department, was settled after the Detroit Police De
partment acknowledged in court that citizens have a 
right to peacefully protest on public sidewalks. 

As part of the court settlement, the ticket against 
Dr. Miller was dismissed with prejudice and the City 
of Detroit agreed to pay costs to the Thomas More 
Law Center in the amount of $1,593.00. 

The Law Center filed the lawsuit in the Detroit 
Federal District Court in September 2006, after the 
Detroit police issued Dr. Miller a ticket, told her to 
go home, and threatened her with arrest while she 
was engaging in peaceful pro-life activities. 

At the time, Dr. Miller and others were engaged 
in a peaceful counter-demonstration near a pro-life 
pregnancy center that was being picketed by pro
abortion protestors. Miller called for police assis
tance when she witnessed pro-abortion protestors as
saulting a pro-life protestor. When the police ar
rived, they told Dr. Miller she had to march in a 
circle in the same area as pro-abortion demonstra
tors and that her pro-life poster violated Detroit's 
sign ordinance. When Miller objected, she was tick
eted for violating the sign ordinance and "failing to 
obey a lawful order. " 

Richard Thompson, President and Chief Counsel 
of the Thomas More Law Center commented, 
"Monica Miller is one of those courageous Christian 
women imbued with the spirit of the Gospel and un
afraid to proclaim her pro-life convictions regardless 
of the situation." 

Suppporting a Bad Habit 
• TROY, Mo. - Authorities say a husband-and

wife burglary team robbed about 60 homes in rural 
eastern Missouri, and deputies discovered 100 guns 
at the home of the man accused of selling the stolen 
loot online. 

The houses were burglarized in broad daylight in 
the last 45 days, authorities said. Police said Kibb 
Patrick Howard and Carla Kay Howard confessed 
and said they needed money to feed their addiction 
to heroin. 

Deputies said the guns, jewelry, televisions, and 
other valuables were sold online by Michael Carl 
Sifrit, who knew the goods were stolen (Associated 

F Press, Dec. 5, 2008). F 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Preacher Exchanges 

Question: More and more there are those of the 
church who are participating with others in 

preacher exchanges or other joint services. What do 
you think of this? 

Answer: Thank you for your question and for 
.t'l. your confidence in my opinion. As I am sure 
you know, what I think does not matter very much. 
There are some biblical principles to consider, how
ever, and we should try to apply them reasonably. 

Not Isolationism 
While we are to be "not of the world," Christ has 
sent us "into the world" just as the Father sent him 
into the world Oohn 17:16, 18). Christ ate with sin
ners, rebuked Pharisees and demonstrated in face-to
face discussion the error of Sadducees. Paul preached 
in Jewish synagogues and reasoned with Greek phi
losophers in their gathering place. We must interact 
with those who follow the religions of our day. 

A preacher can study for sermons and lessons, 
visit the sick and bereaved of his congregation, so
cialize and plan with elders, deacons and members, 
attend and preside at members' weddings and funer
als - stay quite busy day and night - and never 
have meaningful association with most of the local 
population. That is not only possible, it is the way 
things often naturally go unless deliberate efforts are 
made to do otherwise. 

There are many good ways of meeting a diversity 
of people. Active civic club membership, coaching 
children's sports and providing leadership in scout
ing are good ways, though certainly not an exhaus
tive list. These put us in contact with active members 
of other religious groups and are desirable for just 
that reason. 

Both the unchurched and those who are active 
religiously but need "someone to explain to (them) 
the way of God more accurately" (Acts 18:26) can 
benefit from association with us and from what we 
have to teach them. (And, incidentally, we can learn 
from them as well.) We will not help everyone whom 
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we get to know, but we are highly unlikely to convert 
anyone we do not know. 

Not Participation in Sin or Encouragement of Error 
"Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them" (Eph. 5: 11). Whoever encour
ages or supports someone as he brings something 
different than the teaching of Christ "takes part in his 
wicked works" (2 John 11). 

Two Mormon "elders" came to our door and 
asked us to study with them. We had just prepared to 
sit down to soup and sandwiches for lunch and we 
invited them to eat with us. They accepted and we 
had a good study following the meal, contrasting the 
Book of Mormon with the Bible. 

We were not encouraging their doctrine. We 
were friendly and kind to them, but we worked dili
gently to change their minds. 

Denominational 
Doctrines 
by Jerry Moffitt 

This is a short series of brief biblical, argumentation ar
ticles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or any Chris
tian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, too. It can 
be read straight through or used as a reference book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 

$26.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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On the other hand, if we were to provide food for 
them regularly to support them in their door-to-door 
proselytizing for Mormonism, that wou ld clearly vio
late 2 John 11 and other bib lical admonitions. 

The passages cited above do not forbid contact or 
association designed to correct or convert. T he KJV of 
Ephesians 4:11 says "have no fe llowshi p with the un
fruitful works of darkness." T he ESV (EngLish Stan
dard Version) quoted above says "take no parr in" 
them. "Fellowship" is joint participation. The two 
translations forbid the same thing: participating with 
others in sin. The passage does not forbid having asso
ciation with some who may be involved in sin . 

Jesus associated with drunkards, gluttons and 
other sinners. As a result he was falsely accused of 
being one of them (Matt. 11: 19) . But of course he 
was nor; association did not make him so. His justi fi
cation of such association is as valid now as then: 
"Those who are well have no need o f a physician, 
but those who are sick" (Mart. 9: 12). 

Judge by Their Fruits 

A valid way to tell whether a given person's associa
tions are for the purpose of endorsing and encourag
ing or for correcting and reproving is to consider the 
totali ty o f that person's teaching, actions and beliefs. 

One man consisten tly teaches agai nst religious 
division, emphasizes the importance of offering to 
God in worship only what God has indicated in 
Scripture he wants, and recognizes both the necessity 
of baptism for salvatio n and the implication that 
flows from it: that is, whoever has nor been bapt ized 
is not saved. It can be safely assumed that in any as
sociation that person has with people of whatever re
ligion, his purpose will be to change them. 

Another man teaches t hat un immersed people 
may still have God's Spirit and should be accepted as 
brothers and sisters; that instrumental music in wor
ship is solely a matter of opinion and we should be 
willing to participate in it for unity's sake. He gener
ally seeks the company and approva l of preachers 
from other religious groups over that of his brothers 
in Christ. We may safely assume that his associations 
are for the purpose of encouraging and endorsing 
what they believe. 

Not Where He Preaches But What He Preaches 

In addition, what a person says and does in the pro
cess of his association matters. If he says or implies 
to unbaptized people that they are among the re
deemed, he is there for the wrong reasons. If he par-

ticipates in worship with instrumental accompani
ment, he is declaring that such unauthorized worship 
is acceptable. 

One does not have to condemn specifically every 
error a group might share. He certainly does not 
have to set out to make them so mad they will never 
invite him back again. Yet, if he is true to his charge 
as a preacher of truth, he wi ll work to the best of his 
judgment and abi liry to move them from where they 
are closer to where they need to be. 

Exercise Good Judgment 

Even assuming right motivation, some types of asso
ciation are more likely to be productive; some are 
more likely to be harmful. 

Following is my judgment abou t some different 
kinds of association: 

• If invited to preach in a denominational 
setting, with no restrictions on what may be 
preached, it is good to accept and use the occasion 
to help them. 

• A lesson that may accomplish good might empha
size the need for uniry, thus striking an agreeable cord. 
T hen it could show that uni ty cannot be ach ieved 
based on your accepting all of my opinions or on my 
acquiescing to your op inions, but we should be able to 
be unified based on what scripture says. 

Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 

WoMEN 

Modern problems uncovered in ancient Egypt. Study 
the mighty midwives - also protective Miriam -and 
gain insight from the challenges of Zipporah, Cozbi, 
and others. They used varying objects- a scarlet 
thread, a sharp stone, a deadly hammer- to achieve 
the purposes of God. But it was always God who put 
the power in the plan. God's preservation thread runs 
throughout th is intriguing saga of deliverance and 

A thought-provoking Bible-study series designed to 
motivate Christian women to read the Scriptures for 

$8.95 plus $4.00 s&h · Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 367-6216 
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• A good approach usually starts with something 
on which there is agreement and moves on to chal
lenge thinking on things that can be shown to be 
clear in Scripture. This is a biblical technique, used 
by Amos (Amos 1-3 ), by Paul on Mars Hill (Acts 17) 
and in his epistles, and by the apostles generally as 
they preached in synagogues. 

• I was given the opportunity once to present the 
five Jule Miller filmstrips over the course of five 
monthly meetings to a "·Methodist Men's Club." I 
did so gladly with good results. 

On the other hand, it is a different thing alto
gether to invite a preacher from another religious 
group to speak at one of our assemblies. It obscures in 
members' minds the important distinction between 
the church and denominationalism, and opens up the 
likelihood of having erroneous things presented. 

Much good has been accomplished by cooperat
ing with other religious people on moral issues. 
Gambling and liberalization of liquor sales are issues 
on which important battles have been fought and 
won by such cooperation. 

Some of today's important battles are on abor-

The Firm Foundation 
of God Standeth 

edited by Bill Cline 

The 33 chapters in this 1984 Firm Foundation lecture
ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W.R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry Co
tham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Hearn, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
Ernest Underwood, Garland Elkins, Jerry Moffitt, Ben 
Vick, and others. LSAM01 hardback, 383 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Inspiration of God's Inerrant Word 
The Work of the Holy Spirit Through the Word 
The Problems of Malachi 
A Personal Devil -the Enemy of God 
Grace and Law 
The Militant Church Under the Great Commission 
God's Special Creation of the Universe 
The Deliberate Purpose of God to Establish the Church 
Christian Characteristics 
Judgment, Hell, and Heaven 
Absolute Knowledge - Is It Possible? 
Man's Accountability to God's Expressed Will 
The Unity of All Believers 
The Triumph of Good Over Evil 

$16.95 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 888 uik.com 
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tion, sexual promiscuity and approval of homosexual 
activity. People of all religions have a stake in churches 
and preachers being allowed to continue to speak out 
against such things as sinful without being charged 
with "hate speech" or losing tax-exempt status. 

On the other hand, to participate as a sponsor 
and equal participant in an evangelistic campaign in 
which a generic "faith only" message is preached and 
those who respond are encouraged to "join the 
church of your choice" involves too much of a com
promise of truth. 

Let us be judicious in the kinds of association we 
choose. 

Conclusion 
God has given his church the tasks of preaching the 
gospel to the lost, helping the members grow to ma
turity and, where necessary, reclaiming the lost. 

Let us be diligently about those tasks, in every 

expedient way, until the Lord returns. 

Dean - College of Biblical Studies 
Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Hwy. • Montgomery, AL 3611l2 
--. .-r. . "- ~· ;: .......... ~· ........ 

doshua 
edited by Bill Cline 

This 1987 Firm Foundation lectureship book on Joshua 
is unique in its composition. Both exegetical and homi
letical, It contains a verse-by-verse commentary on the 
24 chapters of Joshua, plus 28 full-length sermons. The 
52 manuscripts were written by 27 gospel preachers 
including Bobby Liddell, Mac Deaver, Ira Y. Rice Jr., 

Bill Cline, Perry B. Cotham, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, Guss 
Eoff, Jerry Moffitt, Garry K. Brantley, and others. 
LSAM03 hardback, 551 pgs. 

Topics Include: 
The Basis of Faith 
Joshua, a Man of the Book 
The Wisdom of Faith 
The Faith of Rahab 
The Preparation of Faith 
The Commitment of Faith 
Law, Grace, and Works 
The Maturity of Faith 
Faith's Limitations 
The Sin of Procrastination 
The Dependableness of God's Word 
Faith's Farewell 
The Cities of Refuge 
The Influence of a Righteous Man 
"The Bones of Joseph" 

$17.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
Ridge Blvd., 64133 raytowncofc.org (816) 353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (Vz mi. east of 1-35) 
-Ohio-

Fairborn- (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Conley, Luther, 

Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 

Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
373-5583 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
-Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30,10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old· 
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard and 
Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

livingston - 1101 W. .• <;:burch St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

(1 copy left) 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity Is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1·888-367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism'' or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367 ·6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'1•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.uestions 
and Answers 
b~· Cu~·l\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than20 years he conducted 
the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman Univer
sity. It was the most popular period in the lec
tureship day. Most of the questions involve 
controversial matters. paperback 

Vol. 1 ···········-·-------- ---BKJL01 
$19.99 
$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, editor 

Christian women discuss: Time for spiritual 
growth; your marriage, enhancing intimacy, ad
vice for singles. widows, scripturally divorced 
women, stepmothers. women with non-Chris
tian husbands; your children, training/discipline, 
being wise mothers; troublesome issues in the 
home and church; discussions on trials and re
wards of wives of missionaries, elders, deacons, 
and preachers. pb 214 pgs. 
$8.95 plus $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycstcnhr~· and Toda~· 

by llur·lou Corrman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
wh ich it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$4.99 for each book 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth , clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Boswell-Hardeman 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music 

in the Worship 

conducted in the Ryman Auditorium 

Nashville, Tennessee 

May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
Preacher wanted. Congregation jusr under 200 in 
Rock Hill, SC, seeking a minister early ncxr year 
when present man rcrircs. Salary and benefits will 
be negotiated. Fastest growing area in SC, adjacent 
ro Charlotte, NC. Five elders and seven deacons. 
Sec derails und er "Preacher Open ing" on ou r web 
sire: www.charlorreavcchurchofchrisr.org. 

East Wood Church of Christ in Paris, Tennessee is 
seeking a yourh/associarc minister. We prefer song 
leading skills, some experience, work primarly with 
the youth group, preach occasionally, reach classes, 
ere. Contact by email: eastrvdco@bellsoutluret or 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

leHer to the Church at Philadelphia 
Revelation 3:7-1 3 

Aommander must keep his troops in fighting 
trim if he is to win the war. In the bloodless 
battle for the souls of men, it is necessary to 

train the soldiers in the art of righteousness and pu
rity. Each spiritual warrior, as he does hand-to-hand 
combat with the principalities and powers of ungod
liness, must instinctively do the right thing. 

The great red dragon has terrible strength in his 
tail and leads battalions of giant scorpions and de
vouring hordes of locusts. They hurt men and leave 
the earth barren. To prevail against such lying 
prophets of evi l and such demons from hell it is nec
essary for the Christian soldier to " press the battle 
ere the night shall veil the glowing ski es." 

It is for this reason Jesus, the Captain of our sal
vation, sent seven instructional le tters to the seven 
churches of Asia. He must regiment his fighting men 
and women. The foe is formidable and the defender 
of faith must be highly disciplined. 

Even the saints at Philadelphia, having no black 
mark against thei r name, needed additional training. 
Therefore, also, must we be careful to di ligently 
study the divine oracles and meditate on them both 
day and night (2 Tim. 2:15; Ps. 1:1-2). 

Either the church will be mi li tant or it will be de
feared. The only way to overcome is to fight. A 

church that is comfortable in the wo rld and that 
knows nothing of tribu la tion is doomed to fai lure 
and destruction. Every believer is to be dressed in the 
panoply of God and skillfully wield the "sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God." 

Revelation 3:7 

" And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write: These things saith he that is holy, he that is 
true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth 
and none shall shut, and that shutteth and none 
openeth:'' 

In the beginning of this message, Jesus represents 
himself as holy and true. H e is holy because he pos
sesses perfect purity and in him, there is no darkness. 

H e is "guileless, undefi led, separated fro m sin
ners" (Heb. 7 :26). H e is without sin (Heb. 4:15). 
None can convict him of sin (John 8:46). 

He is true (John 1:14; 5:32-33 ; 8:32; 14:6) . For 
this reason, his name is called "the Word o f God" 
(Rev. 19 : 13). 

God's word is truth (John 17:17). The truth 
sanctifies (John 17 : 19). The wicked world hates lov
ers of truth (John 17:14). An inflammatory condi
tion exists when the believer meets the worldly. 

The soldier of Christ must never be mealy
(continued 011 page 5) 
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Editorial 

Banned from the Bible 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T he History Channel is rerunning its 2003 series about 
books "banned" from the Bible. The program makes it 
appear that some unnamed human authority arbitrarily 

decided to kick some books out of the Bible. 
The series is professionally done and convincing, if you do not 

know the facts. Because it is apt to confuse some and mislead oth
ers, we will review the actuality of the situation. Has individual 
preference or convenience denied a place in the Bible canon to 
some books? Has a sinister authority precluded people from hav
ing full access to valuable information? Have book arbitrarily been 
banned from the Bible? 

On the other hand, have the accepted books been listed by ne
cessity because of the intrinsic nature of the books? 

The Sixty-Six Books of the Bible 
The original receivers of Bible books and their knowledge of the 
source and witness of supernatural demonstrations identified 
which books belong in the canon and which do not belong. 

The assembled nation of Israel saw, heard, and felt the Al
mighty Being who confirmed Moses' law and writing. The glory 
of the Lord descended upon Horeb and shook the earth. The fire 
of the Divine Presence caused the mountain to smoke like the 
smoke of a furnace. Trumpets blared louder and louder and a 
thunderous Mighty Voice spoke. The people were terrified and ac
knowledged the authority of Moses and validity of his books 
(Exod. 19:1-25; Heb. 12:18-29). The confirming signs deter
mined the authenticity of the books of Moses. 

Other prophets of God wrote the other books of the Old Tes
tament, and the people who initially received their testimony saw 
their miracles and understood the books to be worthy of accep
tance as coming from God. 

It would be amusingly absurd for a committee of self-aggran
dizing men to gather several centuries later to judge what they had 
not seen nor heard, and to testify to what they never knew. The 
presumption of such behavior disregards sound and prudent judg
ment and deserves contempt. 

Apostles and other servants of God wrote the New Testament 
books. Jesus, we are told, was "approved of God by mighty works, 
wonders and signs which God did of him" in the presence of many 
witnesses (Acts 2:22). 



The works of Jesus bore witness to the fact that God sent him 
Uohn 5 :36). Nicodemus acknowledged to Jesus, "no man can do 
the signs and wonders which thou doest, except God be with him" 
Uohn 3:2). 

God bore witness to the genuineness of the 27 books of the 
new covenant by "signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, 
and by gifts o f the Holy Spirit, acco rding to his own wi ll " (Heb. 
2: 1-4) . 

The blood o f prophets and their witnesses sealed the validity 
of the 66 books of the Bible. 

Since the witnesses cannot be reassembled and repeat their tes
timony we must rely on the written record. The copious copies of 
the original letters and books give convincing evidence as to which 
books the first receivers regarded as God-breathed. No other book 
or set of books in all history have received the respect and scrutiny 
heaped upo n the books of the Bible. It is a profoundl y unique 
book and deserves the title The Book. 

A self-appointed committee sitting many yea rs after the fact 
may recognize the choices made by eyewitnesses but have no au
thority to change their decision. It is ludicrous for the Jesus Semi
nar to attempt to decide which words of the gospe ls are acceptable 
by dropping colored beads in a bowl. 

The reverential awe of the first rece ivers, miracles, content, 
and nothing else, determine which books are inspired and there
fore belong in the Bible. 

Lost Books of the Old Testament 

T he Old Testament refers to "the histories of Shemaiah and of 
lddo the seer .. . the commentary of lddo ... history of Samuel the 
seer, and the history of Nathan the prophet, and the history of 
Gad the seer" (1 Chron. 29 :29-30; 2 Chron. 9:29; 12:15; 13:22). 

What are these writings? 
Who wrote the books of Samuel , Kings, and Chronicles? This 

history was not the work of one man, seeing it covers a period of 
almost 700 years. It must have had multiple writers. 

Both Testaments mention prophets. They cou ld be of either 
gender, though they were predominantl y male (2 Ki ngs 22: 14; 
Acts 21:9). The Bible makes it plain that a prophet was someone 
who spoke for God. 

The Bible also mentions false prophets and lying prophets 
(Lam. 2:14; Matt. 7: 15; Jer. 14: 14). 

The prophet of God spoke for God and delivered a message 
from God. Some of the better-known prophets of the Old Testa
ment left a written record of their teaching and we revere them 
not only as historians but also as preachers of righteousness. 

Godly men prayerfully kept registers or diaries 1 of Judges, 
Kings, priests and events. 

1Similar to a captain's lo~ o n a sailing vessel. 
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The books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles 
show that sometimes these were dual histories, just 
as the New Testament gospels are biographies. 

We have no certain knowledge as to where they 
stored these records. It may be that one archive was 
in the palace and another in the temple2

• One may 
have been under the custody of the King and the 
other in the stewardship of the High Priest. It is evi
dent that such records had to be somewhere and 
kept by someone. 

We glean much history from the books of the 
writing prophets (Isaiah through Malachi). It is prob
able that men known to be prophets of God would 
make entries into these records. The writings of 
Shemaiah, Abijah, Iddo, Gad, Samuel, and Nathan 
were entries made in the official records of Kings 
and Priests, and it would be a mistake to regard their 
writing as lost. 

Lost Books of the New Testament 

Paul told the saints at Colossae to read his letter to 
them and have it read also in the church at Laodicea; 
they were also to read the letter from Laodicea. 

Where is the Laodicean letter? 
We know Paul wrote letters to Colossae and to 

Ephesus at the same time. These letters contain much 
of the same information (sometimes called "parallel 
epistles"). 

We also know Paul intended the letters to circu
late and for many to read them. In fact, all of the 
books of the New Testament were circulated widely 
among first-century believers and continue to be 
read to the benefit of saints in all generations and not 
just to the person or group to whom originally writ
ten. 

Paul told the saved at Colossae to read the letter 
he sent to them and to cause believers at Laodicea to 
either read it or have it read to them (Col. 4:16). 

Tychicus carried these sister epistles from Rome 
to Ephesus and to Colossae (Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7}. 
The messenger who carried the message would make 
known to the Ephesians and the Colossians "all 
things" with reference to the circumstances of Paul. 
He gave to these churches the letters and verbal in
formation 

Paul addressed his letter to the church in Ephesus 
"to the saints that are at Ephesus and the faithful in 

Think of the book found in the temple in the days of king Josiah (2 
Chron. 34:14-15) 
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Christ Jesus" (Eph. 1:1). The saints at Ephesus were 
faithful and this salutation would be redundant un
less Paul intended a wider circulation than just 
Ephesus. All the faithful in Christ Jesus were to read 
these letters. The epistles were not private but public 
documents. 

Laodicea, Colossae and Ephesus were within a 
few miles of each other. Paul knew that his letter to 
the Ephesians (or a copy of it) would be sent to 
Laodicea and told the Colossians to get a copy from 
Laodicea and read it. It is not missing. It is the letter 
sent to Ephesus and to all the faithful in Christ Jesus. 

Conclusion 

You may wonder why we have spent so much time 
and ink in reviewing the question of the "lost" letters 
of the Bible. The answer is that there are those 
abroad in the land who attempt to argue there are 
lost letters in order to shoehorn in doubtful books 
and pawn them off as a part of the canon of the Bible. 

In upcoming editorials, we will look at some of 
the questionable books that the History Channel at
tempts to show as "banned from the Bible." Not to 
worry because we have a finished product in the 
Bible and it is sufficient to make us perfect in God's 
sight (2 Tim. 3: 16-17). 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FF 

Denominational 
Doctrines 
by Jerry Moffitt 

This is a short series of brief biblical, argumentation ar
ticles. It is easy to read for the new convert, or any Chris
tian, but it exhorts and pleads with the outsider, too. It can 
be read straight through or used as a reference book. 

"It is so readable, as if one is speaking to someone 
entirely unfamiliar with the doctrine." 

It also contains in part: About doctrine itself, inspiration, 
inerrance, etc., the plan of salvation, the scheme to save 
man, faith only, eternal security, baptism, grace and law, 
the church, Calvinism, the Holy Spirit, Pentecostalism, 
Premillennialism Catholicism, instrumental music, fel
lowship, Jehovah's Witness doctrine, Mormonism, the 
sabbath, is the church a denomination?, etc. it tries to deal 
in a kind way with the idea: "If I'm not a member of the 
churches of Christ, will I go to hell?" and undenomina
tional Christianity, etc. 653 pages • Hardback 

$26.95 plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

mouthed nor pallid, but speak words of grace with 
straightforward boldness. He is never vicious and 
mean but neither is he tepid and apologetic. He must 
never be "ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God unto salvation." 

The children of the devil, on the other hand, are 
also aggressive and insistent. There is an unavoidable 
clash and listening ears can hear the sound of battle. 
It is not a pretend-tea-party. It is a vigorous conflict 
with eternal consequences. 

We speak of a spiritual war (1 Tim. 6: 12). 
That may sound strident but it is not, seeing that 

the "Word of God," who is also the Prince of Peace, 
stipulates the situation. The scenario is from the 
Bible. 

Jesus while on earth in human form spoke the 
truth and the world despised and crucified him for it. 

But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath 
told you the truth, which I heard from 
God: this did not Abraham. Ye do the 
works of your father. They said unto him, 
We were not born of fornication; we have 
one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, 
If God were your Father, ye would love me: 
for I came forth and am come from God; 
for neither have I come of myself, but he 
sent me. Why do ye not understand my 
speech? Even because ye cannot hear my 
word. Ye are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father it is your will to do. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
standeth not in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 
father thereof. But because I say the truth, 
ye believe me not. Which of you convicteth 
me of sin? If I say truth, why do ye not be
lieve me? He that is of God heareth the 
words of God: for this cause ye hear them 
not, because ye are not of God (John 8:40-
47). 

This may sound obtrusive to some, but his candor 
was not harsh. Jesus was a militant controversialist 
but he was not loud and vociferous. We are to walk in 

his footsteps carrying a cross. We behave in all civility, 
but our speech is salty, and free from evasiveness or 
obscurity, clear-cut and precise. 

Look! 0, look! Jesus wears upon his shoulder the 
"key of David" (lsa. 22:22). He has "all authority, 
both in heaven and on earth." He shuts and none can 
open; he opens and none can shut. 

When we speak in his name, we must be plain; 
we must be courteous but truthful; we must be kind, 
but unafraid to condemn the wrong; we must speak 
words of grace that are seasoned with salt (Col. 4:6). 

Revelation 3:8 
"I know thy works (behold, I have set before thee a 
door opened, which none can shut), that thou hast a 
little power, and didst keep my word, and didst not 
deny my name.'' 

Jesus is all-knowing. He can know anything he 
wants to know and, because he is God, he can refuse 
to know what he does not want to know. To deny 
this is to deny his omnipotence. He can do anything, 
provided it is neither self-contradictory nor contrary 
to his nature and his word. 1 

One commentator said: "The supernatural know
ledge of the exalted Christ is emphasized. "2 

It is chilling to the ungodly to realize that Jesus 
knows their works. It is comforting to the saved to 
know that Jesus knows their works. 

Notice the emphasis on "works." Each man is to 
be rewarded or punished "according to his works" 
(Rom. 2:6). 

The first-century church at Philadelphia in Asia 
had "a little power." Compared to the awesome might 
of Jesus the power of man always seems small. Still, 
the strength of the pure in heart is equal to the tasks of 
every day. God does not give us work to do without 
giving us the ability to do it. If we have a strong will to 
do the will of God our vitality will not fail and our 
understanding will not falter a ohn 7: 16-18). 

Jesus commends these brothers in old Philadel
phia because they kept his word and did not "deny" 
his name. All through the Bible the importance of 

• He can destroy the world by a universal flood, but he will not because of his promise (Gen. 9:11) 

2 David E. Aune, World Biblical Commentary on Revelatiion, World Books, Vol. 1, p. 236 
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fidelity to the revealed word of God is stressed. 
The book of Revelation is God's answer to reli

gious liberalism. 
The greatest sin of the antediluvians was failure 

to keep God's word. This was the sin of the first pair 
and their posterity. It brought the great deluge and 
cost the lives of multiplied millions. 

The wickedness of not keeping the word of God 
brought severe punishment and loss. 

Failure to keep the law of Jehovah resulted in 
chains and slavery for Israel. 

Jesus warned that refusing to follow the word of 
God strictly would bring catastrophic rejection 
(Matt. 7:21-27). 

Failure to keep the words of Jesus is tantamount 
to denying him. It is heart-wrenching to witness 
modern religious liberals by the boatload committing 
the inexcusable sin of belittling the words of Jesus. 
They thoughtlessly deny him who has the key of 
David on his shoulder. 

God grant that we have the good sense never to 
deny Jesus by failing to keep his words ... all of them. 

Revelation 3:9 
"Behold, I give of the synagogue of Satan, of them 
that say they are jews, and they are not, but do lie; 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before 
thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee." 

In the Philadelphian church, there were those 
who said they were Jews but were liars. 

Jesus called them a synagogue of Satan. 
This brings to mind an incident in the earthly life 

of Jesus. In the Temple of the Jews in Jerusalem, 

6 

SintpUfied Bible Lessons 
on the 
Old and New Testaments 

G. H. P. Showalter 
and W. M. Davis 

Offered as a means of guiding the student to a knowl
edge of the scriptures through a systematic study. 52 
lessons on the Old and New Testaments. Lessons con
sist of review questions. Back in print by popular de
mand. BKAW01 

Paperback • 149 pages 

$ 4.50 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6. 25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 • (888) 367-6216 

December 2008 
Firm Foundation 

Jesus was teaching on the importance of abiding in 
his word and being made free by its truth Uohn 
8:31-32). 

This provoked an argument about who Jesus is 
and the authority by which he spoke. Jesus accused 
them to seeking to kill him "because my word hath 
not free course in you" Uohn 8:37). Once again, he 
stresses the importance of keeping his word and put
ting it first. 

Jesus then spoke these biting words, "Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is 
your will to do. He was a murderer from the begin
ning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh 
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof. But 
because I say the truth, ye believe me not. Which of 
you convicteth me of sin? If I say truth, why do ye 
not believe me? He that is of God heareth the words 
of God: for this cause ye hear them not, because ye 
are not of God" Uohn 8:44-47). 

They claimed to be Jews, the sons of Abraham, 
worshipers of Jehovah, but Jesus called them liars 
who were not of God. Strong words of condemna
tion, but necessary under the circumstances. 

Contrast this with the pitifully weak teaching of 
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compromise so common in the pulpits of today. I 
grow weary of men who present the gospel as if it 
were an apology. 

Instead, we must ring the message of salvation 
out. Ring it out! "Till the sinful world be won for 
Jehovah's mighty Son; Ring it out, ring it out." We 
must never fear to call things by their right names. 
We must in all seasons preach the word. Call sin 
what it is and demand repentance. 

For all this his anger is not turned away, 
but his hand is stretched out still. 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good, for his steadfast love endures forever! 
(Ps. 106:1 ESV). 

Those liars in Philadelphia of Asia who claimed 
to be Jews but who were, in fact, a synagogue of Sa
tan were in the church. Think of that! Satan may 
have a synagogue in the church, which, of course, 
displeases God and stirs his hot wrath. 

The persecution of Christ and his church began 
with the Jews. Later the Romans picked it up, and it 
became to them an obsession. The Jews started it. 
The Romans perfected it. 

Jesus said that the day would come when those 
who persecute the righteous will worship at the feet 
of the saints. The word translated "worship" is from 
a word meaning, "to bow down" or "fall prostrate." 

Those who try to shame the church of Christ in 
this life will one day fall on their faces before the 
very people they have demeaned. To wound the 
body of Christ is to insult God and suffer the conse
quence of his fierce wrath. 

When Saul persecuted the church, Jesus said to 
him, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me" (Acts 
9:4). To persecute the church is to persecute Jesus, 
because the church is his body - the body of Jesus 
of which he is the head (Col. 1:18). 

Revelation 1: 1 0 

"Because thou didst keep the word of my patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of trial, that hour 
which is to come upon the whole world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.,, 

Jesus clearly foresaw the vicious, intensified per
secution that was soon to come down on truth
loving saints in the body of Christ. He did not send a 
legion of angels to circumvent the tortuous deaths of 
many of his children. He knew it was coming and 
did nothing to stop it. 

He did promise to be with the suffering saints. 
An angel comforted Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane but did not keep him from the cross 
(Luke 22:43 ). 

Just to know that Jesus knows all about the 
throes of our hard struggle, and that he cares, is so
lace enough. It gives strength to endure what we 
must endure and to suffer what we suffer. 

To know that Jesus empathizes with his people in 
all their pain, sorrow, and disappointment is suffi
cient. The hand of the loving mother on the fevered 
brow of her child is profoundly comforting to the 
little one. The mother's hand does not reduce the 
child's temperature one degree, but the child smiles. 

The sympathy and condolence of the Mighty Son 
of God cheers us and enables us to walk unafraid 
through the fires of hatred and persecution. The 
sneers of scoffers and unbelievers do not daunt nor 
cow the sons and daughters of God. 

We can support the hurt of misunderstanding 
and ridicule, if we know that we have a friend in 
Jesus "all our sins and grief to bear." 

Verse 11 

"I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, that 
no one take thy crown.,, 

Jesus promises to "come quickly" to the rescue 
of his children. l-Ie will come suddenly and unex
pectedly, swiftly and forcefully, and all who do not 
love the truth but have pleasure in unrighteousness 
will be brought to a deserved justice (2 Thess. 2: 12). 

Knowing that on a "bright and cloudless morn
ing" the trumpet of all ages shall sound and the Son 
of God shall appear in glory and the good and the 
bad shall arise to meet their destiny is adequate rea
son to "hold to God's unchanging hand." 

Jesus counsels his beloved people to "hold fast" 
to what you have. The issues are large and eternity is 

Boswell-Hardentan 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music in the Worship 
conducted in the Ryman Auditorium Nashville, Tennessee 

May 31 to June 5, 1923 

Hardback • 239 pages 

$14.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

December 2008 
Firm Foundation 7 



forever therefore tenaciously grasp truth and righ
teousness. Hold to your hope with vigor and deter
mination. It is your task to maintain your sanctity. 
Let no man rob you of your prize (Col. 2:18). 

You can lose your promised reward. Make it the 
main purpose of your life to "press on toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14). 

The Book of Revelation is not merely a collec
tion of high-sounding symbols and figures, but is 
eminently practical. It urges us to fix our eyes on the 
crystal sea, the gates of pearl, the street of gold, and 
the great, white throne of God. Gaze intently on 
coming glories; hold tightly to the promised crown 
lest you lose it. It can only be taken from you if you 
allow it. Don't let it happen! 

If you lose your reward, it is your fault and yours 
alone. 

Verses 12-13 

"He that overcometh, I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go out thence no 
more: and I will write upon him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city of my God, the new 
] erusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from 
my God, and mine own new name. He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
churches." 

Now the promises. The reward is real and uncom
monly beautiful. Having just warned his disciples to 
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December 2008 
Firm Foundation 

"hold fast that which thou hast, that no one take away 
thy crown," he now promises a secure future. 

If you hold firmly to your place in the ranks of 
the army of God then you will be in that number 
"when the saints go marching in." 

You "shall go out thence no more." 
Jesus will make you a "pillar in the temple" of 

God. The supporting pillar is "steadfast and unmov
able." It is beautiful. It is powerful. It is firm. It is un
yielding. 

Just as the High Priest in Old Israel had words 
inscribed on his mitre, so will you have written upon 
you the name of God, the city of God, the new 
Jerusalem, and the new name of Jesus himself. What 
blessed assurance that is. To have these names writ
ten upon you is to declare to all who look that you 
are the child of the Most High and all the riches of 
God are yours. You are an heir of God and a joint 
heir with Jesus Christ (Rom. 8: 17). 

"He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches." 
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A Short History of the Change Movement 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

N ovices in Christ and those who have not 
in the faith and knowledge might think 
our current change movement is some

thing new under the sun. The fact is, the mind-set 
that motivates our change agents is as old as the race. 

In Eden, God said to the first of our race, if you 
eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil ye shall surely die (Gen. 2: 17). The Prince 
of Darkness audaciously dared to change God's ordi
nance. He told the couple, if you eat of it, "ye shall 
not surely die" (Gen. 3:4). They believed his mes
sage of change and paid a dear price for it (Gen. 
3:23). 

God ordained that only coals of fire from the great 
altar of the tabernacle were to be used for burning 
incense. Nadab and Abihu thought that ordinance was 
really only an option. They approached God with 
strange fire. They discovered they were dead wrong in 
their thinking. They perished (Lev. 1 0: 1-4). 

God decreed that the original leadership of the 
Hebrews would be vested in Moses and Aaron. 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram did not agree with that 
decision and sought to force a change to it. God 
dealt harshly with them and their followers. The 
leaders were swallowed up in an earth fissure and 
the rest devoured by fire (Num. 16:1-35). 

Daniel predicted that a coming sinful ruler 
would "think to change the times and the law" 
which God had given (Dan. 7:25). 

Paul prophesied that in coming days, some 
would depart from the faith (1 Tim. 4: 1-3). God or
dained that marriage should be held in honor among 
all (Heb. 13:4). Those who were departing said, Not 
so, priests are forbidden to marry! God decreed that 
in the Christian age, all meats are suitable for human 
food, if sanctified by the word of God and prayer (1 
Tim. 4:4-5). Change agents said, Not so! Some meats 
cannot be eaten, others said they cannot be eaten on 
certain days. 

The Roman Catholic hierarchy changed virtually 
every doctrine and practice instituted by Christ, the 
founder of the church. The various Protestant bodies 
have likewise changed many things, though on a 
lesser scale. 

A hundred-fifty years ago, there arose among our 
brethren an element of preachers and educators who 
had grown weary of the simple worship prescribed in 
the Bible. They proceeded to change it by adding in
struments of music, choirs, soloists.· Some even 
added dancers. They changed the organization of the 
church with their Missionary Society and other ap
pendages. They changed the role of women (1 Tim. 
2: 11-12), by ordaining female preachers and elders. 
They changed the very nature of the church by re
modeling themselves into a denominational body. 
They caused a devastating division in the kingdom of 
Christ. Today they are known as the Disciples of 
Christ and Christian Churches. 

In the late 1950s and '60s, W. Carl Ketcherside 
and Leroy Garrett launched their change movement. 
It seemed to flounder for some 50 years, but flowered 
in the 21st century. They wanted the Lord's church to 
embrace denominationalism and reunite with those 
who had long since departed from the faith. 

Following the leadership of the administration 
and Bible faculties of Abilene Christian, Pepperdine, 
and Lipscomb Universities, our current change 
movement is undermining and attacking the pre
cious church of Christ, purchased by his death on 
Calvary. They too would change our worship by in
troducing instruments of music and special singers. 
They are changing the role of women in the leader
ship of the church.· They seek to change the terms of 
salvation set forth in scripture by downplaying the 
role of baptism therein (Acts 2:38). They are seeking 
to change the nature of the church by fashioning her 
into a denomination. They are a determined crew 
and already they have done much damage to the 
cause of Christ. 

The destiny of those who have tried to change 
God's will and way is written large in the annals of 
sacred history. God will not reward those who dare 
to lay profane hands on his sacred kingdom and its 
ordinances (Rev. 22:18-19). We must never forget 
that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God (Heb. 10:31). 12630 West Foxfire 
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Confidence 
By Frazier Conley 

T here were once some Christians who were in 
need of encouragement and admonition. 
They had to be cautioned about drifting 

away, warned about not falling away, and exhorted 
about not becoming weary and fainthearted. These 
Christians were said to have drooping hands and 
weak knees. They were admonished about neglect 
and losing courage. They were evidently in some sort 
of personal spiritual crisis. 

Who were these Christians? They were the 
Christians to whom the book of Hebrews was writ
ten. Why did they receive these warnings? What had 
happened to them? One thing that may have oc
curred is a loss of confidence. 

The author of Hebrews calls upon his readers to 
hold fast confidence (3:6). In 3:14 he urges them to 
hold confidence steadfast. In 4: 16 he exhorts them 
to confidently draw near to God. In 10:19 he says 
that Christians should have confidence to enter the 
sanctuary. And in 10:35 he says, "Do not throw 
away your confidence." Here were some Christians 
who were losing confidence in their Christian salva
tion and in danger of losing their faith. 

Confidence Needed in All Kinds of Endeavors 

Loss of confidence is a destructive force in the lives 
of people of all kinds. They are always in danger of 
losing their confidence and failing in their goals and 
endeavors. I have heard more than one woman, not 
very sure of her driving to begin with, after being in
volved in a car wreck say, "I'll never drive again." 
What happened? Loss of confidence. 

We hear about baseball players who go into a hit
ting slump. They keep striking out. The coach will 
say, "He has lost his confidence." Every football fan 
knows that if his quarterback throws a couple of in
terceptions that he could lose his confidence and be
come ineffective. He might even have to be replaced 
because he can't get his confidence back. 

Sometimes people lose confidence in their ca
reers. Maybe they get fired. Maybe they lose a lot of 
money. They lose confidence in themselves as busi
nessmen or whatever field they are in. 

When people lose friends or endure a divorce 
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they may lose confidence in their ability to form 
friendships or relationships. Sometimes people just 
lose confidence in their ability to cope with life in 
general. 

Loss of confidence usually follows failure of 
some kind. Failures followed by loss of confidence 
followed by more mistakes become a vicious cycle. 
On the other hand, if one has confidence he usually 
performs better. If he believes he can succeed he has 
a better chance of doing so. Confidence is an impor
tant element of success. 

Loss of Christian Confidence 

Just as people can become discouraged in everyday 
life, and lose confidence, and lose self-esteem, and be 
on the road to failure; so Christians can also lose 
confidence in themselves as they pursue the goal of a 
Christian life. 

Someone sets forth as a Christian to be wholly 
dedicated, totally committed to do good, to teach 
the lost, to live a righteous life, to seek to obtain the 
salvation of the gospel. But then, he makes a mistake. 
He does something foolish, something contrary to 
the gospel, something he would like to call back, 
something unworthy of the gospel. Perhaps he has 
repetitive temptations to do wrong. And he gives in 
to those temptations. 

So what happens? He endures a loss of confi
dence. He becomes discouraged with himself and his 
commitment to Christ. He develops a low self-esti
mate of himself as a Christian. Before long, he is on 
the road to failure in the Christian life. He begins to 
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neglect the services of the church. He loses his love 
for Christ and the gospel. His affections are turned 
back to the world. He becomes bitter and disillu
sioned and negative. Salvation for him is far away. 

Well, of course sin has always been a problem for 
humanity. Adam and Eve were told by God that they 
were not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil. They could eat of any other tree in the gar
den, but not that one. As far as we know, they had 
just one negative law from God to keep, and they 
broke it. Sin has been a problem ever since for hu
man beings. 

It would be great to say there are sinless human 
beings, but there are not any. There are some really 
good people. But even really good people have their 
flaws. It might not be actual transgression; it may be 
service for God that was neglected. One may have 
private flaws subtle and difficult to identify. And the 
Christian may be grieving over them and working 
diligently to eliminate them from his or her life, but 
sin is still with all of us. Sin is a universal problem. 
Informed and conscientious Christians above all oth
ers should know that. 

The only people who don't think they sin are 
those ignorant of God's law or who those cannot ob
jectively examine themselves or those who do not 
even believe in the concept of sin. Sin is a problem for 
all people. And sin is all too often a cause for loss of 
confidence followed by failure in the Christian life. 

The Answer Given 

What does the writer of Hebrews tell his readers 
about their loss of confidence as Christians, and how 
they should deal with it? Well, the first thing he tells 
them is of the temptations suffered by Christ Jesus 
himself. He says in 4:15, "Christ was tempted in ev
ery respect as human beings are." We remember the 
devil presenting before the Lord Jesus all the king
doms of the world, along with the satisfaction of hu
man hunger, and the craving for power. Yes, Christ 
was tempted. 

Paul says that God sent Christ in the likeness of 
sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3). He did not come clothed in 
some kind of a flesh that was not subject to the same 
impulses that all others are. Hebrews 2:14, "Since 
therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the same nature." He had 
the same nature. He was like his brethren in every 
respect (He b. 3: 17). So he was tempted "in every re
spect as we are." There are any number of acrobatic 
explanations of that passage, all of which have the 

effect of saying that the Lord was not tempted like we 
are. But it seems a very straightforward statement. In 
some form or another, he shared every temptation 
that is common to man (but without sin). These temp
tations were surely as strong as any temptations that 
any human being faces. Mter all (as has been noted by 
others), human beings sin before the final and highest 
assault has been leveled against them. But Christ en
dured the very last strain, which implies that no one 
has ever been tempted as severely as he was. 

He knows what people face. And here is the 
point - therefore (the author of Hebrews tells us) 
he is able to sympathize with human weaknesses. He 
knows it is not easy. He understands what people 
confront. He knows that the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak. Jesus has walked in our shoes. He has 
been clothed in human flesh. He is touched by our 
plight. 

So what does this mean? It means that he is will
ing and ready to be merciful. Hebrews 4:15-16, "For 
we have not a high priest who is unable to sympa
thize with our weaknesses, but one who in every re
spect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need." 

He is the great high priest, and therefore, "he 
can deal gently with the ignorant and the wayward." 
(He b. 5 :2). The word gently here means with a me
diating approach. It is the middle ground between 
indifference and harshness. He is not indifferent to 
sin. He cares. He surely hates sin, and does not want 
people to engage in it. He does not want them to 
hurt themselves, their children, their families, their 
brethren; or sin against his law in any respect. He is 
opposed to sin, and he is displeased when we sin. 

But on the other hand he does not go to the ex
treme of harsh vindictive treatment. Rather, because 
he walked in human form he understands, he can be 
sympathetic, he can be merciful, and he can forgive. 
Therefore, there is no need for anyone to ever lose 
confidence in living the Christian life. Hebrews 
4:16, "Let us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need." 

One can always draw near to Jesus with confi
dence. Did you ever have a good friend and get into 
a dispute with him, or in some way let that friend 
down? Through some weakness you have committed 
some faux pas, some offense. Then you approach 
that friend on the next occasion with some appre-
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hension. You think, "Maybe this friendship is over. 
Maybe it will never be the same again." One side of 
you is saying, "Well if that's the way he wants it, 
that's good enough for 'im. The better side of you is 
hoping against hope it will not be that way. And then 
when you meet again, how good you felt when ev
erything is the same. You realize your friend has 
overlooked your thoughtlessness, your selfishness, 
your carelessness, and everything is good once more. 

But with Christ - Christians don't have to 
worry whether he'll take them back. They don't have 
to say, "Well, I've done it this time. Anyhow, I never 
wanted to be a Christian anyway." They don't have 
to say that ~ because he will take them back. He 
died to take them back. Romans 14:4, "Who are you 
to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is be
fore his own master that he stands or falls. And he 
will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him 
stand." 

We can confidently go before the throne of God 
because it is a throne of grace and not alone a seat of 
judgment. It is a throne of forgiveness because of the 
blood of Christ. Hebrews 10:19, "Therefore, breth
ren, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
by the blood of Jesus." He shed his blood for our 
sins, and he is a merciful and understanding high 
priest. 

Christians need not lose confidence over their 
failures. Jesus promises that, except for one sin alone 
in the entire universe, every sin will be forgiven. 
Mark 3:28, "Truly, I say to you, all sins will be for
given the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies 
they utter." Blasphemy was considered among some 
ancients as the most heinous sin a person could com
mit. Yet Jesus declares it too can be forgiven. Yes, he 
does say the sin against the Holy Spirit would not be 
forgiven. But for the Christian all other possible sins 
are forgivable upon repentance. 

The forgiveness available to Christians is an on
going matter: Hebrews 4:16 says, "That we may re
ceive mercy, and find grace to help." The grammar is 
in the continuous tense. We might paraphrase, "That 
we may be receiving mercy and we may be finding 
grace in time of need." There are continuing dispen
sations in which we receive the merciful forgiveness 
of our sins. 

No matter what we feel our shortcomings may 
be, we should not lose confidence. Peter did not. The 
Lord once applied the name of Satan to Peter himself 
saying, "Get behind me, Satan." Then Peter pro
ceeded in a very cowardly way to deny the Lord on 
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the night Christ was arrested. He did it three times in 
a short space of time. Later Peter acted the hypocrite 
with regard to the Gentile Christians. He would not 
eat with them, even though they were brethren for 
whom the Lord died. Paul had to rebuke him to his 
face. 

Peter could have lost his confidence. He could 
have said, "I'll never make it as a good Christian. I've 
stumbled too often. I'm just going to throw in the 
towel." But he did. not, because he knew something. 
He knew he had access to the infinite love and for
giveness of Jesus who died on the cross for him, and 
who says in effect, "Get up again, we are going to 
make it to heaven." 

The Christian must keep on believing. He must 
not deny the Lord because of his own shortcomings 
and failures. If we will keep faith with him, he will 
never turn us loose. 

The Christian must also be ready to share that 
same kind of sympathy and forgiveness to another 
who has been weak. He does not shove him back 
down when he has stumbled and fallen. The shoe 
may be on the other foot one day. We may soon be 
weak just as any other brother or sister. So we should 
manifest to them the same sympathy and mercy and 
forgiveness that the Lord has and will show to us. 

Instead of giving up we must all draw near to the 
throne of grace. How do we draw near to the throne 
of grace? In penitence. In prayer. In worship. In de
votion. In service. In a heartfelt Christian life. 

We are not to draw away from God because we 
fear that we have failed him and we cannot live up to 
his wishes. But we are to draw near to him, confident 
that our relationship with him and with the church is 
completely sure and intact and safe. Through the 
blood of Christ it most assuredly is. Yes, Christians 
do face temptation and sin. But they never lose con
fidence. They go forward, penitent and prayerful, 
but enthusiastic in the Christian life. 

Hebrews 4:14-16, "Since then we have a great 
high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
For we have not a high priest who is unable to sym
pathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need." 
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God Bless America 
By Alton Norman 

God bless America!" Preachers and politicians 
of all stripes often close their prayers and 
speeches with these words. But should we 

expect God to bless America? 
Let me see: we have taken prayer out of our 

schools yet still ask God to bless America. 
Politicians and some preachers tickle the ears of 

the nation by saying, "I stand for and will promote 
same sex marriages ... but God, bless America." 

In the name of "Democracy" and plurality, we 
force the acceptance of Buddha, Allah, and any other 
so-called god on our people and still ask God to bless 
America. 

There was a time in the not too distant past when 
we claimed to be a Christian nation and we called 
upon God to bless America. Can a Christian nation 
fail to pray to the God of the Bible? Will a Christian 
nation promote lifestyles condemned by its God? 
Will the God of the Bible share his glory with the 
gods of men? 

The God of the Bible declares, "Before me there 
was no God formed, nor shall there be after Me. I, 
even I am the Lord, and besides Me there is no sav
ior" (lsa. 40:10-11). 

Ancient Israel did what modern America is do
ing. She adopted foreign gods, worshiped the idols 
of other nations, and practiced immorality. Jeremiah 
1:16 says, "I (God) will utter My judgments against 
them concerning all their wickedness, because they 
have forsaken Me, burned incense to other gods, and 
worshiped the works of their own hands." 

God destroyed ancient Israel because she prac
ticed religious plurality. 

Is modern America practicing religious plurality? 
Before her destruction ancient Israel suffered 

judgments from the Lord and "in the time of their 
trouble they will say (to God), 'Arise and save us"' 
Ger. 2:27). And, for a while, the people's heart 
turned to God. Ere long plurality in worship reared 
its ugly head again. God asked Israel, "Where are 
your gods that you have made for yourselves? Let 
them arise, If they can save you in the time of your 
trouble" Oer. 2:28). They could not save, and Israel 
was destroyed. 

After 9/11, for a brief moment, in the time of our 
trouble, we called upon God. But now we have re
newed the push toward "inclusion"- and we would 
include everything that the God of the Bible would 
exclude. Shall we insult him by asking him to bless 
America? 

"And if it seem evil to you to serve the Lord, 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods which your fathers served ... or the 
gods of the Amorites. . . . But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord" Oosh. 24: 15). 

It is time for America to make a choice. You can 
choose to serve the true and living God or you can 
choose to serve "the gods of the Amorites." 

If you choose to serve the God of the Bible you 
can say, "God bless America." But if you serve the 
gods of men, who can tell which god we are asking 
to bless our country? 

Why would we ask God to bless America when 
we refuse to recognize him, to serve him, to follow 
him, to pray to him, or to obey him? 

If we recognize, serve, follow, and obey him, 
then we can pray, "God bless America" 
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Endued with Power 
By Karmen A. Booker 

And behold, I will send forth upon you what my Father has promised: but remain in the city [Jerusalem] 
until you are endued with power from on high (Luke 24:49). 

Power is "authority." 
Endue is "to put on and to be clothed with; 
to be skilled." 

Luke 10: 19: uBehold, I give unto you power and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you.'' 

Hebrews 2:14: uHe himself in a similar manner 
partook of the same [nature] of human beings], He 
himself partook of the same [nature], that by [going 
through] death He might bring to nought and make of 
no effect him who had the power of death - that is, 
the devil. " 

With (God = Jesus = Word of God) on your side 
you are "safe in the arms of Jesus." There is power 
(authority) in the Word. Jesus used the Word to over
come Satan's temptations. 

If Satan is prevailing over you and defeating you, 
then it has to be for one of the following reasons: 

(1) A lack of knowledge of your authority over 
him; 

(2) knowing your authority, but failing to act 
upon it; 

(3) knowing and using your authority, but giving 
up too quickly because you are deceived into thinking 
that you cannot win. Jesus is our strength in the time 
of trouble, disappointment, and discouragement. 

Trials and adversities may come our way, but 
they cannot keep us from living a victorious life. 
Psalm 34:19 states ~~Many evils confront the consis
tently righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of 
them all." With God on your side, you cannot be de
feated if you trust in the Lord. 

No matter what comes against us, it will not suc
ceed if we stand in the authority that Jesus has con
ferred upon us. In Luke 10:19 Jesus promised the 
apostles, uBehold I give unto you power to tread 
upon serpents, and scorpions, and over all of the 
power of the enemy, and by no means shall anything 
hurt you." 

As a Child of God, you have the power to over
come. According to 1 John 4:4, God said, "You are 
of God and have defeated and overcome them [the 
agents of antichrist], because he who lives in you is 
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greater (mightier) than he who is in the world." 
Victory means deliverance, help, safety, and tri

umph. 
Triumph means to overcome with rejoicing. 
Victory is a sign that you have overcome condi

tions and circumstances through dependence on 
Jesus Christ, which is the only way you can experi
ence victory. When one has overcome a negative 
condition or circumstance, his natural response is to 
rejoice because he is no longer bound by conditions 
or circumstances. Therefore, he becomes free to ex
perience triumphant joy. "Faith is the victory we 
know that overcomes the world." 

Romans 8:37: "In all these things, we are more 
than conquerors through him Jesus Christ that loves 
us." 

1 John 5:4-5: "For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he 
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Jesus is the Son of God." 

Revelation 12:11: ''And they overcame him (Sa
tan) by the blood of the Lamb Uesus), and by the 
word of their testimony." 

Defeat is not God's plan for your life. 
The key to remaining undefeated is believing, 

trusting, and relying on the Word of God. This re
quires using the R (reading) S (studying) M (meditat
ing) method. As you engage in the R-S-M method, you 
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will develop a closer relationship with Jesus Christ 
and experience true love, joy, and peace beyond mea
sure - heavenly treasure. 

When you use the power God has given you, ev
erything you do succeeds, flourishes, and thrives be
cause of the word working mightily in you. Jesus is 
your strength in the time of trouble, disappointment, 
and discouragement. He is the peace that calms all 
storms, and removes all fears. He is the rock upon 
which we stand, and upon which our faith is founded. 

He takes us to higher spiritual levels, so we can soar on 
the wings of understanding and wisdom. 

Wisdom is the principal thing, and requires you 
to lean on, trust in, and be confident in the Lord 
with all of your heart, mind, and soul. It requires 
knowing and recognizing that God is Almighty and 
Powerful and acknowledging him in all things. 
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GeHing Away with Murder? 
By Janice Shaw Crouse 

N arly 800 deaths in Maryland remain classi
fied as "undetermined" - meaning that 
the medical examiner cannot identify a 

cause of death for the victim. In other words, based 
on the available evidence, the state's medical exam
iner cannot rule out any of the four manners of 
death (accident, suicide, homicide or natural causes). 
The families of the victims are left with ambiguity 
about the cause of death and are unable to experi
ence closure regarding the loss of their loved one. 

Over the past decade in Baltimore, according to 
Baltimore Examiner reporter Stephen Janis, an aver
age of 300 deaths per year were classified as "unde
termined." This is something of a national record 
and certainly not one that Baltimore can brag about. 
[In comparison, Janis reports that only 76 deaths in 
Washington, D.C., were classified "undetermined" in 
2004.] Medical examiners explain that it is impos
sible to determine if the death of a drug addict is 
caused by an intentional or accidental overdose or 
from the work of another person. 

The families and friends of victims think that the 
lack of an investigation into the cause of death shows 
disrespect for the victims and a total disregard for 
those caught in the awful webs of criminal activity in 
the nation's cities and backcountry areas. 

As part of its investigation into the deaths of 
prostituted women, the Examiner filed a Maryland 
Public Information Act request for the names of 
women whose deaths remain "undetermined." They 
found that 26 women with histories of prostitution 
were victims of homicide in the last 10 years and that 

19 of the cases remain unsolved. Relatives believe 
that another two deaths of the prostituted women 
are homicides of their loved one. 

The families of the victims, along with commu
nity activists, plan a candlelight vigil outside the of
fice of the Chief Medical Exan1iner in Baltimore. 
These families are hoping that the vigil will highlight 
their "open wounds" and the pain that they are suf
fering because of the ambiguity surrounding their 
relative's death. 

Mter overcoming her own childhood sexual 
abuse and drug addictions and escaping her life as a 
prostituted woman and slave to a brutal pimp, 
Norma Hotaling resolved to transform her own hor
rible experiences into realistic help for others who 
were exploited in prostitution and rendered invisible 
to authorities and polite society. Her efforts pro
vided dignity and services for those caught in the 
"multitraumatic" evil that is prostitution. 

By founding the SAGE Project [Standing Against 
Global Exploitation], a service agency for all survivors 
of sexual exploitation, Miss Hotaling rescued and re
stored hundreds of people who previously had no 
hope. As an innovative and passionate leader commit
ted to ending the commercial sex trade, she rescued 
girls who had lost their personhood while serving as a 
sex slave to some evil pimp or criminal network. Her 
social programs have been replicated nationwide. She 
was especially concerned about those, like the victims 
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in Baltimore, who were headed for an "undeter
mined" death. 

Norma established services led by peers- those 
who had "been there, done that" as she explained -
who could help those who felt that they had no 
hope. Norma became the voice of survivors of com
mercial sexual exploitation. She worked to dissolve 
myths about prostitution. She sought to prove that 
prostitution was the world's oldest oppression rather 
than a so-called sex worker's profession. She worked 
to end the claim that prostitution is a victimless 
crime. She established "john" schools that taught 
first offenders about how prostitution harms women 
and communities. She was a beacon of courage and 
an extraordinarily effective champion of victimized 
and marginalized children and women. 

She also worked to teach public officials how to 
help victims - not by providing condoms and emo
tional support, but opportunities to get out of the 
bondage to pimps and criminal networks and the op
portunity to heal and be restored to the same quality 
of life that freedom offers to all. She made it clear 
that almost everyone in prostitution had a burning 
desire to get out. 

Norma could have ended up a tragic statistic, but 
she turned her tragedy into heroism. She urged 
people to stop treating human beings as commercial 
commodities. She advocated for those who had no 
VOICe. 

(Janice Shaw Crouse is a writer for Concerned 
Women for America, 1015 Fifteenth St. N. W., Suite 
110, Washington, D.C. 20005.) 

How Homosexuals Twist 
and Pervert Scripture 

By John Hobbs 

W alter Barnett wrote, "Some theologians 
and a number of Gay (sic) Christians, 
working from a growing understanding 

of the biblical texts, have come to the conclusion that 
the Bible does not exclude homosexual people from 
the Christian fellowship" (Homosexuality and the 
Bible, p. 3). John J. McNeill stated, "Nowhere in the 
Scripture is there a clear condemnation of a loving 
sexual relationship between two gay (sic) persons" 
(Homosexuality: Challenging the Church to Grow, p. 
246). 

Can these claims be correct when at least six pas
sages in Scripture (Gen. 19:1-11; Lev. 18:22; 20:13; 
Rom. 1.26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; 1 Tim. 1:8-10) appear 
to condemn the practice of homosexuality? I am go
ing to give the argumentation of how homosexuals 
interpret these key passages. 

Genesis 19: 11 - There are two ways they argue 
against this passage. First, they say the sin was not 
homosexuality but homosexual rape and rape is al
ways wrong. Second, they say Lot was guilty of a vio
lation of the hospitality code. They say since he was 
an alien, his visitors should have had their creden
tials examined by the Sodomites. 
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Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 -They say homo
sexuality in this verse is condemned only when it as
sociated with idolatrous, pagan rites. 

Romans 1:26-27 ~The most common reinter
pretation of this passage is that Paul is condemning 
unnatural homosexual actions. (cf. Sherwin Bailey, 
Homosexuality and the Western Christian Tradition, 
pp. 1-28). This is sometimes called the "abuse argu
ment." They say Paul only condemns homosexual 
acts committed by apparently heterosexual persons 
and heterosexual acts committed by homosexuals. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and 1 Timothy 1:8-10-
They say that the meaning of the Greek word 
arsenokoitai (translated "homosexual" in the NASV 
and NIV) found in these two verses is uncertain. 
Therefore, they say it is unwise to use an uncertain 
word to condemn homosexuality. However, the 
meaning is not nearly as unclear as pro-homosexual 
writers want us to believe. The standard Greek lexi
cons: Arndt-Gingrich, Thayer, Zodhiates, and others 
translate the word "homosexual." Abbott-Smith 
translates it: "sodomite." 

Concerning Romans 1:26-27 Chris Glaser, a ho
mosexual, wrote, "Clearly, Paul is wrong. Reason 



and experience (and science, their product) contra
dict his understanding. We cannot be saved by be
having heterosexually, only by following Christ. 
Christ Jesus, give us the faith to follow you, rather 
than the idolatrous god of heterosexuality." 

In summary, the homosexuals attempt to reinter
pret Scripture is simply twisting, perverting, and 
wresting scripture to their own destruction (2 Pet. 
3:15-17). They have failed miserably to give us the 
correct understanding. They are simply playing pass
over with scripture. They pass over the real meaning. 
They have a preconceived opinion and go to the 
Bible to prove their point. They see what they want 
to see instead of the truth that unrepentant homo
sexuality is a sin that will keep people out of heaven. 

To say, "Paul is wrong" is heresy of the highest order. 
What Paul wrote was scripture (1 Cor. 14:37). Jesus 
endorsed Peter (Matt. 16: 18 -19) and Peter endorsed 
Paul (2 Pet. 3:15-17). Therefore, to accuse Paul of 
error is to accuse Jesus of error - which is blas
phemy. Homosexuals say, "God made me this way." 
God does not make a man a homosexual and then 
condemn him to hell because he is a homosexual. 

That puts God at fault, which is absurd. God 
made Adam and Eve not Adam and Steve. He also 
did not make Eve and Evelyn. Sexual relations be
tween a man and a woman are "natural" (Rom. 
1:27). Sexual relations between two men or two 
women are unnatural, sinful, and damnable. 
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Changing Name 

SAN ANTONIO - In an economy that has 
many parts of the country seeing shrinking 
housing and growing unemployment num

bers, one Texas church has started a new long-term 
plan and changed its name in anticipation of a major 
area-growth period, peaking with the arrival of as 
many as 11,000 new military families by 2011. 

The former Ventura Church of Christ has for
mally changed its name to the Northeast Church of 
Christ. Hopefully the change makes it easier for new 
local residents and military families find the 
congregation's building on Hwy 78. 

"While many cities lost some or much of their 
military base population after the 2005 Base Realign
ment and Closure Commission announced its deci
sions, and major employers laid off workers, Fort 
Sam Houston and the Brooke Army Medical Center 
will become two of the largest military medical train
ing and hospital facilities in the U.S.," said Joe Wig
gins, co-minister at the newly renamed congregation. 
'~ new Toyota plant, opened in 2006, and a Cater
pillar factory opening in 20 1 0 will add to the growth 
caused by the incoming military families. 

"By giving the congregation a name tied more to 
the northeastern part of the county where many of 
these families will live and work, we anticipate visi
tors and members of the church of Christ alike look-

ing for and finding a church home where they can 
study, worship and grow," added Wiggins. 

The name change is just part of a comprehensive 
plan of work for 2009 the men of the congregation 
recently worked out and brought before its members. 

"We are looking to make the building easy to 
find which makes it easier for people to stay once 
they visit and get to know us," said Aaron Zamora, 
co-minister of the congregation. "As other subdivi
sions built around us, people lost the ability to find 
the congregation named after a local neighborhood." 

Finding the congregation is only one part of the 
overall plan to make the congregation the future 
home for new residents. 

"We're focused on making Northeast a place 
where everyone is welcomed in love, made to feel 
wanted and appreciated, and encouraged to stay and 
grow with us," said Zamora. "We have 'branded' 
our sign, letterhead and Web site with that message," 
he explained. "We're serious about giving people a 
sense of family and belonging as soon as they step in
side the door or visit our Web site, www.my
churchofchrist.org." 

The congregation's long-term plan aims to take 
full advantage of the 18 months when the new arriv
als start to move to San Antonio. 
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ljohn W. McGarvey, an extraordinary man, rose up in the late nineteenth century to stand as a bastion in 
opposition to the religious liberalism of his day. The fanciful and foolish notion that the Bible grew up over 
time from campfire stories of nomadic shepherds galled McGarvey. Religious liberals of all ages push the idea 
that the Bible is a collection of parables and proverbs and not the revealed word of God. The courageous 
McGarvey battled the unsupported notions of Bible deniers and God defamers. His teaching was unanswerable. 
In the twenty-first century we continue to have wannabe scholars who think the crown of academic excellence 
will be placed by their peers upon their brows if they regurgitate the long-exposed fallacy of fundamental liber
alism. Unfortunately, some brothers in the church have subscribed to the obsolete and invalid assumptions of 
unbelievers and arrogantly seek to promote their delusion under the guise of academia. In response, all we need 
do is look back to the swift and skillful exposure of false teachers by john W. McGarvey and the invalid infer
ence is blown out of the water. Brother McGarvey was not answered during his long and fruitful life and cannot 
be successfully answered today. Still, the problem persists as a product of greed for popularity. The broad way 
of popularity is never the less traveled road of truth. It is truth that saves, and the wise walk in its narrow con
fines unashamed and unafraid. We re-print an article written by the celebrated john W. McGarvey in 1891 and 
challenge the advocates of liberalisnz to atte1npt to answer. None will.) 

Answers 
By John W. McGarvey 

A he time of writing this I have just concluded 
an institute on Pentateuchal criticism, held at 
Albany, Mo., and attended by 126 members 

from abroad, besides quite a number of the citizens 
of Albany. Of these, fifty-five were preachers, and the 
rest elders deacons, teachers, etc. Among them were 
a large number of "chief women." One part of my 
work consisted in answering written questions that 
were handed in for the purpose of eliciting fuller in
formation on some points, challenging others, and 
drawing me out on some not included in the lectures. 
I have preserved these, and it is my purpose to pub
lish some of them, with the answers, for the benefit 
of the much larger audience addressed through these 
columns. I present a few below. 

Question: "Does it make any difference whether 
Moses did or did not write the Pentateuch?" 

Answer: Yes, it makes at least this difference; that 
if he did, the account that the book gives of itself is 
true; and if he did not, it is false. 

Question: "Would there be any loss to the Chris
tian religion should it be proved that Moses was not 
the author of the Pentateuch?" 

Answer: Yes; there would first be this loss: that 
we should have to concede that Jesus and his apostles 
were mistaken in claiming that Moses was its author. 
This would lessen our confidence in them as teach
ers. Second, the alternative being that its real authors 
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were men who lived from six hundred to one thou
sand years after Moses, who therefore had no cor
rect information, but wrote legends and folklore for 
history, and falsely ascribed to Moses the enactment 
of many laws recently enacted, the loss to the Chris
tian religion would be that all of the teaching by 
Jesus and the apostles based on the Pentateuch 
would be based on false premises. 

Question: The destructive critics say that Moses 
could not have written the Pentateuch because writ
ing had not been invented at the time of Moses. 
Please explain. 

Answer: These critics once said that the art of 
writing was not sufficiently developed in the time of 
Moses for historical compositions like the narratives 
of the Pentateuch, but they say that no more; for the 
disinterment within the last three years of inscribed 
tablets in various localities, which date back to the 
time of Abraham has demonstrated the falsity of this 
assumption. 

Question: If a later hand had written the 
Pentateuch, would he not naturally say of any particu
lar speech or law, "These are the words that the Lord 
spoke unto Moses"? Does not this mode of speech 
suggest a later writer, rather than Moses himself? 

Answer: The point in this question turns upon 
the use of the name Moses in the third person: but it 
was the custom of ancient writers, both Hebrews 



and others, to speak of themselves, in historical com
positions in the third person. All of you who have 
read Caesa r in college will remember him as a con
spicuous example. While it is true, then, that a later 
writer would speak of Moses in this way, it is equall y 
true that he would speak of himself in this way, and 
the circumstance has, therefore, no bea ring on the 
question of authorship, one way or the other. 

Question: Who was the author of Deuteronomy 
34:5-6? When was it written, where, and by what 
authority?" 

Answer: I cannot answer these questions with pre
cision, except that neither these two verses nor any 
parr of the chapter was written by Moses. This chapter 
is a supplement to Deuteronomy, giving an account of 
the death and buria l of Moses, of the thirty days' 
mourning for him, of Joshua becoming hi s successor, 
and closing with a comparison between him and later 
prophets. If one person wrote it all , it must have been 
written after some later prophets arose with whom 
Moses could be compared; bur the different state
ments in it may have been appended to the book at 
various intervals. By whose authority they were ap
pended we are not informed; if done by inspired men, 
it was by the authority of God; if by uninspired men, 
it was by their own authority. 

Question: Does the Hebrew word in the plural 
number translated God in Genesis 1, prove that the 
author was a po lytheist?" 

Answer: No. In the H ebrew tongue words often 
have the plural without the idea of plurality. The 
language was not exact in this particular, li ke mod
ern languages. The English reader can see this in the 
first chapter of Genesis; for, although God (Elohim) 
says in one verse, "Let us make man in our image," 
in another he says, "I have given you eve ry herb 
bearing seed," etc; thus using at one time the plural 
pronoun and at another the singu lar. T he latter 
could not have been used had the Elohim meant a 
plurality of gods. 

Question: Does Psalm 97:7 indicate that the au
thor believed in a plurality of gods?" 

Answer: The author says, ''Ashamed be all they 
that serve graven images, that boast themselves of 
idols; worship him, all ye gods." H e is speaking, l 
think, to the graven images and idols, and, taking 
them as their worshipers took them, ca lls upon 
them, in a poetic vein , to do homage to Jehovah. 
Rocks, mountains and hills are elsewhere called 
upon to do the same thing. The passage no more 
proves the author a polytheist than Paul is proved 

one when he says, "There are lords many and gods 
many" (1 Cor. 8 :5). 

Question: Do J ewish rabbis, as Gotheil, of New 
York, maintain the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch?" 

Answer: I am not acquainted with Mr. Gotheil; 
but there are many Jewish rabbis who have accepted 
the destructive criticism of the Old Testament. 
American Jews are divided into two classes, the or
thodox and the ra tionalistic. The fo rmer sti ll cling to 
the old Jewish fa ith; the latter have departed fro m it. 

Question: Is it no t a n insul t to the H ebrew 
people to affirm that this people does not know the 
authorship of its g reatest historica l books?" 

Answer: I can not say that this is an insu lt to the 
present generation of H ebrews, for they have no bet
ter means of info rmatio n on such subj ects than 
Christians have: but such an assertion does reflect se
riously upon the generations of H ebrews in which 
the critics fix the origin of the documents of rhe 
Pentateuch. For example, if Deuteronomy was first 
known to them in the reign of Josiah, and was then 
newly written, they were a set of consummate block
heads to believe tha t their early ancestors had re
ceived it from Moses. 
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Question: "Is there any evidence from classical 
writers of the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch? 
If so, what is the value of it?" 

Answer: The classic writers of Greece and Rome 
lived too late to be witnesses on this question, and 
the most of them knew nothing at all about the 
Pentateuch. True, Longinus, whose Greek treaties on 
"The Sublime" was a textbook in my college days, 
quotes as a remarkable specimen of sublimity of style 
the words, "Light let be; and light was;' and he as
cribes it to Moses, but he had no special means of 
knowing its authorship. 

Question: Would not the condition of the writing 
and the color of the manuscript show whether the 
book found in the temple was of recent origin or 
not? 

Answer: Of course they would, unless the priests 
who, according to the theory, composed it had 
smoked or stained the manuscript to make it appear 
old, as some dealers in manuscripts now do. It is not 
necessary to understand that this manuscript was 
supposed to have existed from the time of Moses, 
which would make it seven or eight centuries old; 
but it could not have appeared to be a recent copy, or 
a demand would have been made for the original. 
Men of sense would not have trusted a freshly writ
ten document without knowing from what it was 
copied, if copied at all. 

Question: Does not the repetition of thought in 
the first and second chapters of Genesis prove that 
they were written by different authors?" 

Answer: The critical argument for two authors is . 
based, not on repetition of thought, but on alleged 
contradictions. It is claimed that while the order of 
creation in the first chapter is, first, vegetation; sec
ond, the lower animals, and, third, man, in the sec
ond chapter it is, first, man; second, vegetation; 
third, the lower animals, and, fourth, woman. If you 
take that the second chapter is a separate and inde
pendent attempt to describe the order of creation, 
these contradictions show themselves; but if you 
take the two chapters as a continuous account by one 
writer, the second chapter necessarily takes the posi
tion of a supplement furnishing details omitted in 
the first, and all appearance of contradiction van
ishes. 

Question: Will not the theory of the critics have 
a tendency to lessen the authority of the Bible? 

Answer: The real authors of the critical theory 
deny that the Bible has authority; consequently a full 
acceptance of the theory carries with it a complete 
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rejection of authority as attached to the Bible, or to 
any part of it. 

Question: Is scientific demonstration the test by 
which Scripture is to be tried? 

Answer: The Scriptures are not to be tested by 
the science of chemistry, or that of astronomy, or 
that of geology, or that of mathematics, but they are 
to be tested by the science of logic. Demonstration is 
not the right word. Demonstrations are addressed to 
the eye. But scientific proof - that is, logical proof 
- is the test by which the Scriptures are to be tried; 
and no man is required to believe them except on 
such proof. 

Question: Is not the scholarship of the world on 
the side of advanced criticism? 

Answer: It is common for critics to claim that it 
is, but when they parade a list of names, it includes 
the names of many infidels; and these should not be 
counted in an argument between Christians, because 
they stand equally against Christianity itself. Of be
lieving scholars, even in Germany, a very great ma
jority is against it, and the majority is still greater in 
Great Britain and America. 

Question: Is not advanced criticism gaining 
ground rapidly? 

Answer: On the whole, it is not. It is gaining in 
America, though not so rapidly as it did five years 
ago; it is standing still in Great Britain, and it is be
ginning to lose ground in Germany, where it origi
nated. In respect to the evidences by which it is sup
ported, it has said almost its last word, as is proved 
by the fact that its new books and essays are put rep
etitions or amplifications of utterances repeated of
ten and long ago. 

Question: Is reason the supreme guide in reli
gion? 

Answer: No. Reason must determine for us 
whether the Bible is from God; must detect and cor-
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rect all mistakes and changes made by copyists, and 
must ascertain as best it can the meaning of all ob
scure passages; but here her work terminates. These 
questions being settled, the Bible itself is our sole 
guide and authority. 

Question: Do the earliest Jewish writers, whose 
writings have come down to us, regard Moses as the 
author of the Pentateuch? 

Answer: Yes. The earliest of these are the authors 
of the later books of the Bible. These, as many as 
speak of the authorship, ascribe it uniformly to 
Moses. The same is true of the apocryphal writers, of 
Josephus, of Philo, and of the authors of the Talmud. 

Question: Why do the critics who profess to be 
Christians wish to discredit the Mosaic authorship of 
the Pentateuch? Would this not weaken our faith in 
its inspiration? 

Answer: This class of critics do not admit that 
they wish to discredit the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch; they say that they are driven to their 
conclusions by conclusive evidence, and that their 
wishes are not to be consulted in the matter. They 
charge those who reject their conclusions with being 
governed by their wishes in the form of traditional 
prejudice, which blinds them to the truth. As to the 
inspiration of the Pentateuch, they do not believe it 
in the sense attached to the word by this querist. The 
men to whom they ascribe the authorship, J, E, D, H, 
P, and R were moved by a so-called inspiration, the 
same that now moves godly men to write edifying 
books and essays, but by nothing more. The accep
tance of their theory, therefore, does not weaken, but 
it destroys, faith in the inspiration that we have been 
taught to ascribe to prophets and apostles. It denies 
the existence of such inspiration. 

Question: If in the days of the prophets angels 
could set aside the law of God with reference to al
tars and offerings, as you taught in your last lecture, 
why could they not do the same in the days of the 
apostles [see Gal. 1:8-9]; and why not the visions, 
revelations, inner lights, etc., received by men today, 
enable them to do the same thing?" 

Answer: The reason is that the ritual of the Mo
saic law was not intended, like the ordinances and 
precepts of the gospel, to be perpetual. If God in
tended to eventually set aside all of the Mosaic 
ritual, he could very consistently suspend for an oc
casion, like that of Gideon's or Manoah's offering, 
or for a period of time, like that in which the ark was 
separated from the tabernacle, the statute in refer
ence to a single altar and the exclusive privilege of 

the priesthood; and the testimony of a visible angel 
or that of an inspired prophet like Samuel was suffi
cient evidence of his will in the premises; but this 
could not be the case in respect to the appointments 
of Christ, which are to endure to the end of time. 
Moreover, the fact that such suspensions had taken 
place under the law may be the very consideration 
that led Paul to warn the disciples not to believe an 
angel from heaven who should proclaim another 
gospel than that which they had received. If the Jews 
had been left without this warning, they might have 
adopted the reasoning suggested in this query; and 
the men and women who now see visions and enjoy 
inner light, might have some ground of pretense for 
their folly; but all this is precluded by Paul's words. 

Question: Drummond says, "The Bible came out 
of religion, and not religion out of the Bible." Please 
give your view of this. 

Answer: Drummond is mistaken. He fell into this 
conceit as a result of becoming an evolutionist. If re
ligion and religious literature came into being as a re
sult of evolution from within the soul of man, then 
the Bible contains no direct revelation from God, 
and all that it claims for itself in this respect is false. 
The Mosaic religion, so far as it is Mosaic as distinct 
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from the patriarchal, came into being as a result of 
the revelations given through Moses, and written in 
the Pentateuch. The religion of Jesus, so far as it dif
fers from that of the Old Testament, did not come 
originally from the written books of the New Testa
ment, seeing that it was, in its main features, taught 
orally by Jesus and the apostles before it was com
mitted to writing; but still these books did not come 
out of religion, but out of the inspired men who 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit to com
mit to writing that which the same Holy Spirit had 
moved them and their divine Master to deliver 
orally. It was, then, that which was spoken or written 
which brought the Christian religion into being; and 
Drummond has reversed the true order, as evolu
tionists are very apt to do. 

Question: Did not the idea of sacrifice originate 
among idolaters, and was it not borrowed from them 
by the Israelites? 

Answer: No; for it originated, if the Bible is true, 
before idolatry came into existence. It is self-evi
dently an institution of divine appointment; for it is 
impossible that man could have conceived, by a 
priori reasoning, that the true God or any god would 
be more favorable to him because he slew an inno
cent animal or child. 

Question: How can the critics have any respect 
for the Pentateuch, when it is full of false statements 
about its origin? 
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Answer: The scholars who invented the so-called 
critical theory of the Pentateuch have no respect for 
it. They do not pretend to have any. How the so
called "evangelical critics," who accept the theory, 
can have any respect for it, is beyond my comprehen
sion; yet it is common for them to say that the book 
is far more precious to them now than it was when 
they believed as we do. 

Question: Can it not be as easily proven that the 
Gospels are of composite origin as it can be that the 
Pentateuch is? 

Answer: Yes; and, according to the critics, it is 
proved. Not only the Gospels, but Acts, some of the 
Epistles and the Apocalypse are composite. Professor 
Briggs tells all about the gradual growth of the 
Apocalypse in his book "The Messiah of the 
Apostles." 

Question: Is it not a little strange, the critical 
theory being true, that not one of the documents 
from which our Pentateuch was made has ever 
reached the people of this age? 

Answer: I think not; for very few books of antiq
uity have been preserved, and if these documents ever 
existed they were very naturally neglected after the 
final redactor had done his work. But it is strange, if 
this theory is true, that no historical trace of the 
former existence of these documents, or of their au
thors, can be found either in the Bible or out of it. 

Question: What of the allegorical theory of the 
Garden of Eden? 

Answer: The next time you meet a man who 
holds that the story of the garden is an allegory, re
mind him that all allegories are unreal narratives 
which represent something real - that all the parts 
of the story correspond to some part in the reality. 
Then ask him to tell you what, in the reality, is meant 
by the garden; what by the two special trees; what by 
Adam; what by Eve; what by the "rib story;" what by 
the serpent; what by the temptation and the sin; and 
what by the expulsion from the garden. If he knows 
that it is an allegory, he knows the explanation of it, 
or at least some explanation of it; so ask him to ex
plain it. Then I shall thank you to report to me what 
his explanation is. If he refuses to give the explana
tion, tell him he is talking nonsense when he says it is 
an allegory. 

Question: Was not Melchizedek a mythical char
acter? 

Answer: The critics answer that he was; but Pro
fessor Sayee has found among the Tel-el-Amarna tab
lets one which he claims to be a letter from 



Melchizedek to the king of Egypt; and Professor 
Hommel, in his book recently noticed in these col
umns, has furnished strong confirmation of Sayee's 
claim. It has a r least been made certain by means of 
recently discovered inscriptions that the leading fea
tures of the episode in the fourteenth chapter of 
Genesis are real history. 

Question: Is not the biblical account of the 
Hittites unhistorical? 

Answer: It was so thought by unbe lievers for a 
long time, and believers had no proof to the contrary 
except the statements of the Scriptures; but now it is 
known and admitted char a powerful kingdom und er 
this title did exist. Inscriptions left by Rameses II , 
who had continuous war with them during his long 
reign, have ful ly vindicated the sacred record. 

Question: Were rhe H ebrews in Egypt two hun
dred and fifteen or four hundred and thirty years? 

Answer: It is plainly stated in Exod us 12:40 that 
they were there four hundred and thirty years. 

Question: Do you believe that everything written 
in the O ld Testament is the product of inspiration? 

Answer: No; for there are some passages which 
are known ro be interpolations, and some mistakes 
of transcribers. It may be also that some of the 
smaller documents received a place among rhe sa
cred books by misjudgment. But I believe that every
thing written by the original authors of the several 
books was written by inspiration of God. 

Question: Have you any faith in the theory of 
the evolution of man? In what way, if any, does this 
theory conflict with the Bible account of man's ori
gin? 
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Answer: 1 beli eve it to be a false theory. It con
fliers with the Bible account in that it rep resents man 
as having been evo lved from a brute, whereas the 
Bible represents him as having been created directly 
from inanimate matter, and as having received his 
spirit directly from God. No o ne who believes the 
first and second chapters of Genesis to be historical 
can believe in the evolution of man. 

Question: What do you think of the idea that the 
prophets were not foretellers, but teachers?" 

Answer: I think that the negative part of the 
statement is false. The prophets were unquestionably 
teachers, and the chief parr of their work consisted 
in rebuking the sins of their contemporaries; but that 
they were not foretellers is fa lse, for they foretold 
many things, w hich no human foresight could have 
anticipated. 

Question: What wi ll be the destiny of men who 
spend their lives in casting susp icion on the Bible, 
and undermining the fa ith of the unsuspecting? 

Answer: I am not their judge, and 1 am glad that I 
am free fro m that responsibility. But I know one who 
has said, " It were well for him if a millstone were 
hanged about his neck and he were thrown into the 
sea, rather than that he sho uld cause one of these 
little ones to stumble." 

Thank you, brother McGarvey 
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Potpourri .•. 
e flip the pages of life over to another year 
and welcome its prospects and its prob
lems, fo r bo th wi ll teach us patience and 

mortality. The one teaches us to forebear and the 
other ro prepare. To help re inforce the basics o f 
godly living and ro oppose the advance of hedonism 
in our society, this column each month sounds the 
trumpets that point out our frailty and immorality by 
printing blurbs that call attention ro our weaknesses 
- and they are man y. We also no te good sruff, for 
that encourages us to be good. 

Without apology or defense, we launch our final 
missile at the disappearing year and take our first 
shot at the incoming one. Man seems bent on de
stroying both himself and his earth-home ... and he 
will. Here's the proof. 

Lawsuit 
• Christian Legal Society (CLS) atto rn ey Timo

thy Tracey is defending California Lutheran High 
School as arguments are before the California Court 
of Appea ls. 

"Cali fornia Lutheran High School expelled two 
students for engaging in lesbian conduct," he notes. 
"And the parents o f those students turned around 
and sued the school for sexual orientation discrimi
nation under the Califo rnia Unruh Act, which is the 
Califo rnia public accommodations law, wh ich pro
hibits sexual orientation discriminati on. " 

H e points out the turn of events raises the consti
tutional issue of freedom of relig ion. "The thrust of 
the case is whether o r no t a private, re ligious school 
like California Lutheran can expel students for fa il 
ing to ab ide by their Christian code of conduct," he 
adds. 

CLS, alo ng with the Alliance Defense Fund, won 
the case on the lower level, but the parents have ap
pealed. 

Pepsi 
• In the last two years, Pepsi has given $500,000 

ro the Human Rights Campaign (HRC) and 
$500,000 to the Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG). The $1,000,000 was to 

be used to help promote homosexuality in the work
place. Pepsi refuses to give money to any pro-family 
organization that o pposes the homosexual agenda. 
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Plus, every homosexual o rganization we know of is 
overwhelming! y pro-abortion. 

Both HRC and PFLAG supported efforts in Cali
fornia ro defeat Proposition 8 which defined mar
ri age as being between a man and a wo man. HRC, 
the homosexual group financially supported by 
Pepsi, gave $2.3 million to defeat Prop 8. 

Pepsi fo rces a ll employees to attend sexual orien
tation and gender identity diversity training where 
they are taught to accept homosexuality. 

Abortion 
• A nationwide survey commissioned by the U.S . 

Conference o f Catho li c Bishops undersco res the 
public view of abortion. 

The poll invo lved a cross-sectio n o f Americans 
- no t just Catholics: "Four out of five American 
adults - 82 percent- think abortion should be ei
ther illegal under all circumstances or with limi ted 
legality, and o nl y nine percent said that abortion 
should be lega l for any reason at any time during 
pregnancy," she explains. 

The results ought to send a message to Washing
ton as the most pro-abortion president America has 
ever had was inaugurated Jan. 22, 2009. 

~-
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Abortion Heresy 
• Two positions on abortion are logically consis

tent. One states, with biblical objectivity, that the 
killing of small human beings, whether born or un
born, should be illegal. The other, as espoused by 
Princeton's Peter Singer and others, is subjective: 
Small human beings dependent on others gain rights 
only as their needed protectors give them. This 
means that not only abortion but infanticide up to 
toddler stage should be legal. 

This is not to say that Americans can't come at 
least temporarily to an illogical middle position. 
Most Europeans have. In France, for example, abor
tion during the first 10 weeks is legal but discour
aged; after that time, sharp restrictions set in. If the 
Supreme Court hadn't in Roe v. Wade gone to the 
extreme of legalizing abortion through all nine 
months of pregnancy for any reason, we'd now have 
laws that allow for some abortion but do not freeze 
us into Court-dictated subjectivity. 

Subjectivity: Right now killing an unborn child 
with the consent of the mother is legal in all 50 states 
- but in at least 35 states it is murder if a father or 
anyone else kills that child without the mother's con
sent. In other words, our law is based on the idea 
that unborn children do not objectively have value 
unless they are recognized as children by their moth
ers. Do we really believe that? 

Singer predicts that by the year 2040 "only a 
rump of hard-core, know-nothing religious funda
mentalists will defend the view that every human 
life, from conception to death, is sacrosanct." 
Maybe, but The New York Times must keep up its 
guard if we are to achieve that utopia. (This is re
printed from a piece by Marvin Olasky and published 
by Townhall.Com Thursday, Jan. 8, 2009.) 
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Child TraHicking 
• There's a sad story in the AP by Rukmini 

Callimachi about child maid trafficking in the U.S. 
Shyima was 10 when a wealthy Egyptian 

couple brought her from a poor village in 
northern Egypt to work in their California 
home. She awoke before dawn and often 
worked past midnight to iron their clothes, 
mop the marble floors and dust the family's 
crystal. She earned $45 a month working 
up to 20 hours a day. She had no breaks 
during the day and no days off. 

The trafficking of children for domestic 
labor in the U.S. is an extension of an illegal 
but common practice in Africa. Families in 
remote villages send their daughters to 
work in cities for extra money and the op
portunity to escape a dead-end life. Some 
girls work for free on the understanding 
that they will at least be better fed in the 
home of their employer. 

Unlit News 
• According to an article by Erik Sass in the Dec. 

24 edition of the Media Daily News, Campbell's 
Soup will not remain neutral in the culture war. The 
Media Daily News reports that Campbell's will con
tinue to support homosexual publications pushing 
the homosexual agenda and same-sex marriage with 
advertising dollars. 

The company sponsored two pages of ads in each 
of the December 2008 and January 2009 issues of 
The Advocate, the nation's largest homosexual maga
zine. The ads featured their Swanson line of broth. 

Campbell's Soup was quoted in the Media Daily 
News article as saying the company will continue to 
support the homosexual agenda: ''A Campbell 
spokesman was quoted as saying, 'Our plans for the 
Swanson brand include additional placements in The 
Advocate.'" 

To show their commitment to same-sex mar
riage, Campbell's featured two "married" lesbians 
and their son in one of the ads. 

More on Prop 8 
• SAN FRANCISCO- Sponsors of California's 

voter-approved gay marriage ban accused Attorney 
General Jerry Brown on Monday of advancing a far
fetched legal theory to justify overturning it. 

In papers submitted to the state Supreme Court, 
lawyers for the Protect Marriage coalition argued 
that Brown had "invented an entirely new theory" 
by asking the justices to trump the electorate, which 
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approved Proposition 8 to amend the state Constitu
tion to limit marriage to a man and a woman. 

"We will not mince words. The attorney general 
is inviting this court to declare a constitutional revo
lution," reads the brief co-written by Kenneth Starr, 
dean of Pepperdine University's law school and 
former independent counsel who investigated Presi
dent Bill Clinton. 

The competing positions come in a series of legal 
challenges to Proposition 8 brought after the ballot 
initiative passed with 52 percent of the vote on Nov. 
4. Brown initially said he would defend the measure 
in his role as attorney general. 

But in a dramatic reversal, he changed course 
two weeks ago and joined same-sex marriage sup
porters in asking the court to void Proposition 8 and 
to uphold the estimated 18,000 same-sex unions 
sanctioned during the four months gay marriage was 
legal in the state. 

Lawyers for the couples, gay rights groups and 
cities that brought the cases argue that the measure's 
backers used a flawed process for qualifying the 
amendment for the ballot. 

Brown, however, argues that the amendment it
self is unconstitutional because the Supreme Court 
established marriage as a fundamental right in its 
May decision striking down previous one man-one 
woman marriage statutes. 

Culture of Death 
• The Second International Symposium on Eu

thanasia and Assisted Suicide will be held in May in 
Landsdowne, Virginia. 

In the aftermath of the passage of an assisted sui
cide constitutional amendment in Washington State, 
Alex Schadenberg, executive director of 
the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, says the meet
ing and discussion are especially important "to build 
a culture that rejects 'mercy killing."' 

'~d the purpose of the symposium itself will be 
to bring together our leadership and other people 
who are interested in the issues of euthanasia and as
sisted suicide and to forge a stronger and forceful di
rection as to why euthanasia and assisted suicide 
should remain illegal and why it is a direct threat to 
our most vulnerable in society," he notes. 

In Jill 'airness 
• Apparently Eugenie Scott is feeling no remorse 

from her appearance in Ben Stein's documentary Ex
pelled: No Intelligence Allowed, where she defended 
the actions of those who ruined careers, denied ten-
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ure, and deprived students and teachers of their aca
demic freedom because they dared to question Dar
win. Her latest piece in Scientific American is as ada
mant as ever: the creationists, ever morphing their 
tactics by a kind of sinister evolution, need to be 
eradicated. Here are Eugenie Scott's answers to a 
series of requests to present Intelligent Design as an 
alternative to Darwinism. 

• Ms. Scott, we sincerely believe, on scientific 
and philosophical grounds, that Darwinism is deeply 
flawed. Can we have equal time to present alterna
tives? NO! (11/08/2004) 

• OK, then; can have a few minutes per semes
ter? NO! 

• OK, then; can we let students know alterna
tives exist? NO! (12/20/2005) 

• Is there any way for the D word design to be 
uttered in science class? NO! 

• 0 K, forget the science class. We assume we 
could teach both sides of the design debate in a phi
losophy class, right? NO! (01/25/2006) 

• How about teaching more evolution? We could 
teach both the strengths and weaknesses of Darwin
ism, couldn't we? NO! (05/13/2004) 

• Can a teacher at least refer to secular peer-re
viewed journals that mention problems with evolu
tion? NO! (09/12/2004) 

• Can a teacher put material at the back of the 
room for browsing, with no pressure or obligation? 
NO! (06/14/2005) 

• Surely you would allow a teacher to encourage 
students to think critically? NO (06/16/2005) 

• Can a teacher mention that the textbook is pre
senting lies as evidence for evolution? NO! (07/25/ 
2003) 

• Can we put a teeny tiny sticker in the textbook 
asking students to think with an open mind? NO! 
(04/09/2004, 01/06/2007) 

• Can we mention there are books in the school 
library with different views? NO! 

• Can we teach evolution by the textbook, but 
perhaps mention a little about the factual history of 
Darwin's influence on politics? NO! (03/25/2007) 

• If students write papers critical of Darwinism 
on their own initiative, can. they get a decent grade? 
NO! 

• Can we promote academic freedom? NO! 
• Can we complain when material claims Dar

winism is compatible with religion? NO! (04/03/ 
2006) 

• Can Dr. Darwin-Doubter get tenure if he 



doesn ' t voice any of his doubts about Darwin in the 
classroom? NO! (05!22/2007) 

• After a Darwin-do ubting professor has been 
expel led and lost his tenure appeal, can he get a job 
as a truck driver (example) to feed his fami ly? We'll 
get back to you ... 

Movies 
• A we ll-known entertainment critic says vigi

lance fro m Christians has resulted in more family
friendly movies coming out of Hollywood. 

Ted Baehr is founder of and chairman of the 
Christian Film & Television Commission. For more 
than 20 years, he has rev iewed theatrical re leases 
from a Christian perspective. He says whi le H oll y
wood still produces movies that are unsuitable for 
Christians, moviemakers a re discove ring a large mar
ket for films with a biblical message or theme. 

"In the mid-80s when we were a ll getting upset 
about The Last Temptation of Christ, we did surveys. 
[In] most of the movies, if there was a Christian, he 
was the villain in Poltergeist, and now he's the hero. 
So you've got some rea lly posi ti ve changes," he 
points out. "I wish they wou ld cut down on the vio
lence, the foul language, and some other elements 
and Disney has done that in their films." 

According to Baehr, two recently released films 
with positive messages are Bolt and The Tale of 
Despereaux. Both of those animated features hit the 
theaters during the recent holiday season. 

Sweet Little Jesus 
• A middle school in Grant, Mich. , ma y be send

ing the wrong signal to parents about religion. 
As the school made preparations for its recent 

Christmas program, the choir director became ner
vous about keeping his job over lyrics to an o ld 
hymn. Matt Staver, founder of Liberty Counse l, 
picks up the story. 

"The choir director said that you cou ldn 't use 
the name of J esus in the song 'The Holly and The 
Ivy,' saying in fact that the song [lyrics] needed to be 
changed from 'Mary bore the sweet little J esus 
Christ' to ' Mary bore the sweet little chi ld ,'" he ex
plains. 

Staver stresses that schools are supposed to main
tain neutrality. "To the contrary, [thi s school's 
action] shows hostil ity, and tha t 's exactly w hat the 
First Amendment forbid s. This is outrageous. We 
will make sure that it' ll neve r happen again," he 
adds. "Obviously the educators need education; and 
if education doesn't work, we' ll litigate." 
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Episcopal Cflurcll 
• Associated Press: A Wisconsin congregation 

has decided to leave the Episcopal Church to join a 
more conservative branch of the World Anglican 
Communion. 

St. Edmund's Episcopal Church of Elm Grove is 
joining the new Anglican Church in North America. 
Milwaukee's Episcopal Bishop Steven Miller says he 
is disappointed by the announcement. 

He adds that members can leave a parish, but 
parishes cannot leave the diocese. That makes the fu
ture of St. Edmund's uncertain, since Miller says the 
diocese owns the church property. 

St. Edmund's spokeswoman Marsha Ohlgart says 
the 125-member congregation is aware of the con
flict. She says it owns the land and rectory but is un
certain about the church. 

Homosexuals 
• The executive director of Parents and Friends 

of Ex-Gays and Gays says a recent study on the men
tal health of homosexual youth is another attempt to 
promote "gay affirmation." According to 
The Associated Press, the study was conducted by re
searchers at San Francisco State University, and the 
results appeared in a recent publication of the Ameri
can Academy of Pediatrics. The study found that 
young homosexuals were more likely to suffer de
pression or commit suicide if their parents or guard
ians reacted negatively to their sexual orientation. 

Regina Griggs, the executive director of, says 
the study involved homosexual activists who are at
tempting to promote "gay affirmation." 

"So what we're doing is we're telling young 
people and we're telling their parents, 'You must ac
cept those feelings. Who cares where they come 
from? It's a gay lifestyle- endorse it!' .... and [then] 
they threaten parents and frighten them by saying, 'If 
you don't, then your child may commit suicide,'" she 
points out. 

Griggs was then asked what a proper response 
would be to finding out that your child is homo
sexual - something Griggs has dealt with herself. 

"I have made the statement that, you know, we 
love our kids, we love our family members and 
friends who struggle with this issue. But ... rather than 
having someone impose [the idea that they were] 
born that way, cannot change, and denying them any 
rights- they have a right to know ex-gays exist [and 
that] change is possible," she shares. "There is abso
lutely no science out there that says you are born gay. 
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There's no gay gene; there's no [gay] DNA. It is 
merely self-affirmation." 

Studies in the Netherlands- where there is an 
"extremely open society," notes Griggs - found 
that although the homosexual lifestyle is affirmed 
through the culture, the suicide rates have remained 
steady or increased. 

Judge Rules 
• SAN DIEGO, Sept. 11, 2008 - A California 

federal judge ruled Friday that a public school 
teacher has the constitutional right to display class
room banners that mention God. 

For over two decades Bradley Johnson, a high 
school math teacher at Westview High School in the 
Poway Unified School District in San Diego, CA, has 
been displaying large red, white and blue banners in 
his classroom that mention God. The banners contain 
patriotic phrases such as: "In God We Trust," "One 
Nation Under God," and "God Bless America." 

Last year school officials ordered Mr. Johnson to 
remove the banners because they promoted a 
"J udeo-Christian" viewpoint. 

The Poway School District allows classroom dis
plays by other teachers that included posters of Bud
dhist and Islamic messages, Tibetan prayer flags, and 
posters of rock bands such as Nirvana and The 
Clash, among others. 

As a result, the Thomas More Law Center of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, filed a federal lawsuit against the 
school district on behalf of Johnson, arguing that the 
school district's actions amounted to government 
hostility toward a specific religion. The lawsuit also 
alleged that the school district violated Johnson's 
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free speech rights by imposing a viewpoint-based re
striction upon him, according to a Tuesday press re
lease from the Thomas More Law Center. 

The school district responded to the lawsuit by 
filing a motion to dismiss the case for failure to state 
a claim. 

Last Friday, Federal District Judge Robert T. 
Benitez rejected the school district's motion and 
ruled that Johnson has a Free Speech right to display 
the banners (LifeSiteNews.com). 

ISP 
• Lambeda Sigma Phi profess to be a Christian 

fraternity, founded at the University of Alabama in 
2000. OneNewsNow had the opportunity to talk 
with fraternity president Daniel Weaver. He says 
some of the fraternities did not have very good repu
tations, so there was a desire among the guys to start 
something different. 

"So we started it here at the university, and we 
wanted to build around a fraternity that had Chris
tian values and recruit guys who were really on fire 
for the Lord and wanted to minister and be an ex
ample for the campus," he explains. 

Weaver says Lambda Sigma Phi holds weekly 
Bible studies, and all of their members are active 
church members. He adds that there is mixed reac
tion to their presence on campus and that they had a 
bit of a bumpy road when several members wanted 
to take the fraternity in a different direction. 
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"The main reason was because they wanted to be 
able to drink alcohol. We are, of course, a dry frater
nity, and they wanted to be able to drink alcohol and 
do all that other stuff ... ," he notes. ''About 12-to-14 
of us stood up against that and said, 'No, we want to 
remain a Christian fraternity and be what we were 
founded upon being.'" 

The split, according to Weaver, was a tough deci
sion. He says membership has grown and they have 
filled up their house and are now able to be on campus 
debt-free. Lambda Sigma Phi is just one of many 
Christian fraternities on secular campuses across the 
u.s. 

(Lambda Sigma Phi of Alabama is denomina
tional, but stands for clean living and, of course, non 
use of "demon rum." We applaud their emphasis on 
Bible study and wish for them complete surrender to 
the fundamental law of God.) 

No Porn, Please 
• Few theaters were willing to show Hounddog, 

the controversial movie starring Dakota Fanning 
which features a child rape scene. But Amazon.com 
is not as reluctant. The website is taking pre-orders 
for the DVD, which is scheduled for general release 
on Feb. 9, 2009. 

Please contact Amazon.com's management tore
spectfully ask that they not carry this movie which 
mainstreams child pornography. 

Orissa Christians 
• NEW DELHI - The Supreme Court [of India] 

ordered authorities in Orissa on Monday to provide 
security to thousands of Christians who fled their 
homes after some of the worst religious violence in 
decades last year, officials said. 

The ruling appeared to back criticism from 
Christian leaders that the state government had 
failed to provide enough security for scared Chris
tians still living in camps and forests. 

The top court also barred the state government, 
run by a coalition of a regional party with Hindu na
tionalists, from withdrawing troops from riot-in
fested zones without permission of the central gov
ernment. 

Violence broke out in August last year after the 
murder of a local Hindu leader and over the contro
versial issue of conversions in poor tribal areas of 
Orissa last year. 

In Orissa, scared Christians have said they were 
afraid to return to their villages, despite intervention 
by the court. 
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Planned Parentlloocl 
• American Life League's (ALL) Stop Planned Par

enthood, or , says it took a long time, but their cam
paign against Planned Parenthood finally got some 
results. "For 12 years in the Texas panhandle, there 
has been a fight against Planned Parenthood," he 
notes. "Planned Parenthood, in 1997, operated 19 
clinics in the Texas panhandle." 

Then the state reduced funding for the organiza
tion, and pro-life workers continued in their efforts 
to shut Planned Parenthood's doors. '~d as of De
cember 31, there will no longer be any Planned Par
enthood offices in the Texas panhandle," Sedlak ex
plains. "They will all be gone." 

The two remaining clinics in Amarillo have disaf
filiated with the national organization. Sedlak says 
other cities can accomplish the same goal if they are 
determined, and information on that is available on 
the Stopp website. 

Pope 
• Pope Benedict XVI sparked a furious reaction 

from other Christian groups as he also suggested that 
a blurring of the distinction between male and female 
could lead to the "self-destruction" of the human race. 

The pontiff was delivering his end-of-year ad
dress to senior Vatican staff and his words were later 
released to the media. 

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that, while 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 john 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:19 
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homosexuality is not sinful, homosexual acts are. 
It opposes gay marriage and, in October, one 

leading Vatican official described homosexuality as 
"a deviation, an irregularity, a wound." 

Church of lnglancl 
• LONDON- The Church of England published 

draft legislation Monday that could allow the ordi
nation of women bishops - an issue that has pro
voked deep splits among Anglicans. 

NJ Rules 
• MOUNT LAUREL, N.J.- A church group that 

owns beachfront property discriminated against a 
lesbian couple by not allowing them to rent the lo
cale for their civil union ceremony, a New Jersey de
partment ruled Monday in a case that has become a 
flash point in the nation's gay rights battle. 

The New Jersey Division on Civil Rights said its 
investigation found that the refusal of the Ocean 
Grove Camp Meeting Association to rent the ocean
front spot to the couple for their same-sex union in 
March 2007 violated the public accommodation 
provisions of the state's Law Against Discrimination. 

Pro-lifers 
• Republican Senator Tim Huelskamp explains 

why he believes it is time to drop funding of the abor
tion provider. "Planned Parenthood has been under 
criminal investigation for nearly a year now, and 
they've found probable cause to have committed 107 
misdemeanor and felony counts in our state," he con
tends. 

On a national level, Planned Parenthood gets 
many millions of federal tax dollars and makes a 
sizeable profit, even though it is a nonprofit organi
zation. "It makes no sense that hundreds of thou
sands of pro-life Kansans have to fork over more 
than $550,000 to this organization," he adds. 
"That's the amount we've discovered." 

Huelskamp is submitting a bill to the Kansas leg
islature to defund the abortion provider. "I think it's 
time to stop subsidizing the actions of an organiza
tion that operates under a cloud of suspicion and 
scandal," he concludes. 

UN 
• The United States has refused to sign on to a 

United Nations declaration on sexual orientation. 
In all, 67 nations have signed the declaration 

submitted by France. Piero Tozzi of the, or C-FAM, 
explains the document's assertions. "It basically 
called upon recognition of two new categories in hu-



man rights, one based on sexual o ri entatio n and the 
other one on gender identity, " he notes. 

Tozzi says the statement's purpose is to decrimi 
nalize homosexual conduct. For now, he contends 
there is no cause for a larm, but the si tuati on could 
change in the future. 

"There is no binding im pact. It is purely a moral 
statement, bur once it's in the UN system as it were, 
it will likely be referenced by advocates," he points 
our. ''And the statements from the French gove rn
ment officia l Rama Yade sa id tha t this is no t the end ; 
it is only the beginning." 

In spite of homosexual marriage being il legal in 70 
nations, Tozzi believes it will achieve internationa l 
acceptance eventually. H e adds that whil e t he United 
States did not sign on to the declaration, the incoming 
Obama admini stration migh t think differently. 

Theme Parle 
• A 15-acre theme park that recreates Jerusa lem 

a t the time of Christ has received a face lift and a 
change in ownership. 

"The H oly Land Experience" was recently pur
chased by the Trinity Broadcasting Network. The 
biblical theme park and museum, located in 
Orlando, features a number of exhibits that depict 
rhe H oly Land during the life of Jesus. 

Theme park spokesman Mike Everett says there 
have been many add itio ns since TBN took over. 
"We've pur in an entire ly new ch ildren's area with 
Noah's Ark theater, as well as Smile of a Child the
ater," explains Everett. "The venues have remained 
tbe same, but we've created some new looks in deco
rating and painting." 

The park has 300,000 visitors last yea r. 

The Prop 8 Mob in California 
• How bizarre is it to see gangs of angry, atheis

tic, liberal homosexuals in California- who seem to 
spend 98% of their free time lecturing everybody 
else in America about tolerance- invad ing churches 
and getting ordinary people fired for daring to dis
agree with them ? If Christians had been getting the 
Prop 8 punks fired , we'd have to endure 20 years of 
Oscar winning movies about the oppression gays in 
California suffered for their beliefs. 

Telemar/ceters and Junk Mailers 
• T hey make a living stealing other people's t ime 

and they usually pedd le garbage. Eve rybody w ho 
works as a junk mailer, o r telemarketer should have 
their names put on the lists of a ll the other 

spammers, jun k mai le rs, and telemarketers in the 
country so they can get a taste of what they do to ev
eryone else. 

Adult(?) 
• Ski n-fli ck makers are a shameless and cynical 

bunch, so with an eye on the opening of the la test 
"adult en terta inment" expo in Las Vegas, Hustle r 
magazine publisher Larry Flynt and "Gi rls Gone 
Wild" DVD king Joe Francis issued a press release 
calling on the 111 th Congress to " provide a financial 
bailo ut for the ad ult entertainment industry a long 
the lines o f what is being sought by the Big Three 
automakers." 

They are asking for $5 billion. They are a lso ask
ing for a w hole lot of publicity, too. Those sleazy 
CEO tongues were clearl y in their cheeks, since the 
press release carried the headline "The $13 Billion 
Industry Is ln No Fea r of Collapse, But Why Take 
Chances?" 

Pornographers are surely born audacious, but 
this press release underlines the strange evolution of 
the First Amendment. The Founding Fathers meant 
for it to bui ld and protect a robust atmosphere for 
po litical speech. Now some in Congress want to cur
rail political speech with "campaign reform" and the 
"Fairness Doctrine," w hile others will have to suffer 
the lobbying efforts of insufferable pornographers 
demanding the American taxpaye r put a few billion 
of those greenbacks in their sweaty hands, too. 

If Congress wa nted ro subsidize edgy sex pic
tures, there 's always that t ried and true Natio11al En
dowment for the Arts. It's cheaper, roo. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Led by the Spirit 

Question: According to the Bible, being led by 
the Spirit of God is what assures us we are chil

dren of God. Many people talk about feeling the 
Holy Spirit leading them and God speaking to them, 
but I have never experienced anything like that. Is 
something wrong with me? (A Student) 
Answer: The fact that you have never heard or felt 

..t'l. God or his Spirit talking to you is no indication 
anything is wrong with you or with your relationship 
with God. 

The Bible passage the questioner references is 
Romans 8:14: "For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are sons of God." The conclusion is correct that 
one who is not led by God's Spirit is not God's faith
ful child. A very important question, however, is, 
"How do God and his Spirit lead us or communicate 
with us?" 

Through Scripture? 
The Spirit certainly leads us through scripture. 

Peter speaks of "the Scripture ... which the Holy 
Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David" 
(Acts 1: 16). Jesus said, "David himself, in the Holy 
Spirit, declared," introducing Psalm 110:1. Peter 
says scripture is produced by men who "spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" 
(2 Pet. 1:21). So Scripture is the word of the Holy 
Spirit. 

To the Thessalonian Christians Paul said, "And 
we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it 
really is, the word of God, which is at work in you 
believers" (1 Thess. 2:13 ). And to the Corinthians, 
"If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he 
should acknowledge that the things I am writing to 
you are a command of the Lord. If anyone does not 
recognize this, he is not recognized" (1 Cor. 14:37-
38). 

When the inspired words of apostles and proph
ets were originally heard or are presently read, it is a 
clear teaching of Scripture that they are words from 
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with the Father and the Son) is a personal one; he is a 
person and we are persons. He is, however, a Spirit 
person, not a flesh and blood person. Our relation
ship therefore is not sensory, not physically seen or 
felt. That does not make it impersonal. Scripture is a 
loving letter from a living God, and by reading it we 
may personally commune with the divine Person 
whose word it is . 

In Other Ways? 

Some say they hear an audible voice. However, most 
of those who speak of being led directly by the Spirit 
today rely on urges, impulses or strong inner convic
tions. 

There seem to be two major unanswered ques
tions regarding this view of the Spirit's leading. 

1) What is really being claimed? 
Those who claim the Holy Spirit's direct leading 

almost always believe also in the inspiration, authority 
and inerrancy of Scripture. They hasten to say, at least 
when asked, that their communication from the Spirit 
does not possess the same authority or assurance of 
truth as do the Scriptures. That is to their credit. 

However, by the time the direct guidance of the 
Spirit is sufficiently hedged and explained so that ev
ery Christian is not deemed to be as inspired as the 
apostles, what is the Spirit deemed to have done? 
What value is there to a non-authoritative, possibly 
fallible impulse, and to what degree can or should it 
be attributed to God's Spirit? 

Protestations to the contrary notwithstanding, 
however, these voices and impulses are often used s 
if they conveyed divine authority. 

A church's "Pastor" is strongly convicted that his 
congregation needs to sell their present facility and 
move. He may say "God told me" the church needs 
to do that, or at least maintain he "feels led" in that 
decision. Why does he say that if not to put God's 
authority behind the decision he is urging as best for 
his church. 

His congregation may be disposed to believe he 
is following God's will, unless there are those who 



feel strongly that selling and moving is the wrong 
thing to do. In that case they may oppose the Pastor; 
but surely that are not opposing what they believe 
God wills for their church to do. 

One or more of them may say "God told me," or 
may "feel led" to stay. 

That brings up the second often unaddressed 
question: Which one, if either, really heard directly 
from God, and how can someone who listens to such 
claims decide whether an authentic word from God 
has been heard? 

2) How does one know it is God's Spirit one is 
hearing or feeling? 

There are incidences, extreme to be sure but not 
all that rare, of people believing God has told them 
to do something which is actually contrary to the 
will of God as revealed in Scripture. 

Men and women, married but not to each other, 
have "fallen in love" and become convinced that 
God is telling them to leave their mates and run off 
together. After all, there are few urges stronger than 
that kind of urge can be. 

Parents who kill their children often say they 
heard voices in their head and believed God was tell
ing them what to do. 
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Devout people who believe God communicates 
with them directly will quickly say they would not 
believe or follow any spirit or impulse that told them 
to do something that violated Scripture. A question 
is nevertheless raised: If an impression which would 
otherwise be deemed to be the voice of God can give 
counsel contrary to the Bible, what assurance is there 
that a similar impression is God's word when it 
speaks on some matter not directly touched on by 
the Bible? 

The lack of any criteria to distinguish between 
impulses and urges that arise within ourselves be
cause of our human desires or that come perhaps 
from the devil, and those that are believed to come 
from God, is a very serious problem. Many adher
ents in my experience refuse even to acknowledge 
the problem, much less try to suggest a reasonable 
criteria. Generally, it just becomes, "You just know." 

But how is that different from the Mormon claim 
to "just know" by "the inner witness of the Spirit" 
that the Book of Mormon is true? 

What Does the Scripture Say? 
Two types of Scripture texts are used by advocates of 
direct Spirit leading: those specifically addressed to 
apostles and prophets directly related to their special 
call and inspiration; and those that speak of the 
Spirit's leading and guidance but do not specify in
ward or personal guidance. 

Since there is not enough time or space to exam
ine all such texts, we will look at one of each type. 

1. To the apostles about their special inspiration 
A Scripture often cited to show the Spirit speaks 

to us today is John 16:13. "When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will 
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he 
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come." 

In this discourse, going all the way back to John 
13, Jesus is with just his apostles and is talking to 
them. That fact alone would not show that today's 
disciples are not included in the promise, since Jesus 
said many things to the apostles that were to be 
passed on to us. 

All Bible believers recognize that God did grant 
special powers to the apostles and early prophets and 
used them to reveal truths to subsequent genera
tions. It should not seem strange that some promises 
relating to that would be given them. The text itself 
and its context, not the presuppositions we bring to 
the text, should determine whether this is a special 
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promise to the apostles or a general promise to all 
disciples. 

Note a parallel promise in the same discourse: 
"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you" Oohn 14:26). This promise obviously only ap
plies to those who had seen jesus in the flesh and had 
personally heard him say things that the Spirit could 
cause them to remember. 

Even more significant, however, is the scope of 
the promise, "He will guide you into all the truth." 
The apostles were given that promise and have now 
fulfilled its purpose, having given us a Bible that con
tains all the truth that is necessary for the man of 
God to "be competent, equipped for every good 
work" (2 Timothy 3: 16-17) .. What believers today 
would really claim to have been guided into all truth, 
or its negative corollary, to be kept from all error, as 
the apostles were? 

2. About guidance without specifying personal, 
inward guidance 

The text that our questioner referenced certainly 
states that we must be led by the Spirit, but those 
who read that as "inwardly led" or "led by impulses 
and urges" must bring those qualifiers and assump
tions to the text; they do not get them from the text. 

Paul continues in that passage to say that the 
Spirit "testifies" or "bears witness." "For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did 
not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
by whom we cry, 'Abba! Father!' The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs - heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him" 
(Rom. 8: 14-17). 

How does the Spirit "bear witness"? The in
spired author of Hebrews tells us one way he does 
that: "And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; 
for after saying, 'This is the covenant that I will make 
with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will 
put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their 
minds,' then he adds, 'I will remember their sins and 
their lawless deeds no more"' (Heb. 10:15-17). 

The Holy Spirit witnesses, this text in Hebrews 
says, through the words of Scripture, specifically Jer
emiah 31:31, 34 which are quoted here as his witness. 

How does the Spirit "bear witness with our spirit 
that we are sons (children) of God"? 
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What does the Spirit say concerning who are 
"sons of God"? One place this "witness of the Spirit" 
can be found is Galatians 3:26-27: "For in Christ 
Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ." 

So the Spirit says those who have faith in jesus 
Christ and have been baptized into Christ are chil
dren of God. If my spirit can say, "I have faith in 
Christ and have been baptized into Christ," then the 
Spirit is bearing witness with my spirit that I am a 
child of God. 

That is a much more reliable word from the 
Spirit than a feeling, impulse or nudge that may not 
be from God at all. 

Conclusion 
I believe God and his Spirit are alive and active in the 
world. The Holy Spirit dwells in the faithful child of 
God as the guarantee of our inheritance until we ac
quire possession of it. God is King of kings and Lord 
of lords and rules in the affairs of men and nations. A 
sparrow cannot fall without his notice nor an empire 
arise without his blessing. He works all things to the 
good of those who love him. 

God has not performed his last act of provi
dence, but he has given his last revelation. Just as 
Christ was sacrificed "once for all" for the sins of the 
world (Heb. 9: 12) so the faith has been delivered 
"once for all" to the saints Oude 3). 

God has offered his last atoning sacrifice and 
spoken his last word in Jesus Christ. Both the sacri
fice and the revelation are sufficient. His once-for-all 
sacrifice serves as a propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world (1 John 2:2). His once-for-all word, 
through the knowledge of Christ it provides, sup
plies for us "all things that pertain to life and godli
ness" (2 Pet. 1 :3 ). 

No religious view is more fraught with future 
danger than the view which equates one's own 
strong urges and impulses with a word from God. 
No life is more certainly pleasing to God and bound 
for eternal fellowship with him than that which fol
lows the leading of the Spirit through his word re
vealed in scripture. 

Dean 
College of Biblical Studies 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 3 6109 
cmay@faulkner.edu 
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books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
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that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
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home to Austin Pcay State University and Ft. 
Campbell Army Post. Send resume to N. 2nd St. 
Church of Christ, Attn: j ason Sage, 782 N. 2nd 
St., Clarksville, TN 37040; jasonsagc@hormail.com 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

LeHer to the Church at Laodicea 
Revelation 3:14-23 

The commander of the forces of righteousness 
prepares his soldiers for the "good fight of 
faith." His primary concern, as we have 

seen in the six previous letters, is for his warriors to 
be well versed in eternal truth. 

The captain of our salvation is truth Uohn 14:6). 
God's word is truth Uohn 17 :1 7) . The victorious 
Jesus' "name is called the word of God" (Rev. 
19:13). Jesus' soldiers must "know the truth" that 
makes men free Uohn 8:32). We can know and un
derstand saving truth (Eph. 3:4). 

The great differential between Satan and Christ 
is that Satan is devoid of truth Uohn 8:44) whereas 
Christ is full of truth Uohn 1:14). The clash is be
tween truth and untruth. The good fight of faith is 
over truth. 1 

In the breathless battle of the ages, the conflict is 
between lies and absolute truth. T he leader of one 
faction is the "father of lies"; the opposing leader is 
full of "grace and truth." 

Take your pick. 

Verse 14 
ccAnd to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of the creation of God:" 

The opening statement of this letter to Laodicea 
reaffirms the unapproachable dignity and basic fidel
ity of the majestic Jesus. He is " the Amen." 

Thayer says this "has the force of a superlative, 
most assuredly," which is to say that his word is unal
terably true. What he threatens is certain ... beware! 

In Jesus "is the yea ... through him is the Amen" 
(2 Cor. 1 :20). The promises of God are sure; .. . they 
will not fail. The threats of God are not idle. 

Still, we must not demand or expect what he has 
not promised. 

Jesus is also "the faithful and true witness," 
which continues to emphasize his fidelity and unwa
vering devotion to truth. H e witnesses the solemn, 
eternal elements of salvation. 

He attests the goodness and love of God, the un
willingness of God for any to perish but for all to 

1 The only absolute truth the world will ever know is Bible truth. We may have truth in history, science, and education apart from biblical teaching, 
but all such truth is tentative and therefore liable to change .. . in fact, it does change. Even Einstein's famous theory of relativity is undergoing revi
sion. Absolute truth never changes. God's word is an expression of infinite wisdom and in its very nature is perfect, entire, and constant. To deny the 
abso luteness of his word is to deny God. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

Truth Triumphs 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T o all who serve Jesus in his magnificent army, victory is cer
tain. The outcome of the fight between truth and error is 
predetermined ... truth will prevail over error. 

It will not be easy and there will be many reverses, but truth, like 
renovated seed, is destined to flower again . . . and again ... and 
agatn. 

The "good fight of faith" is a bloodless battle, but it is none
theless a battle. Like all wars, there will be both victories and de
feats. When we come at the last to the deciding skirmish, it is writ
ten "with a pen of iron and with the point of a diamond" that the 
saints, under the leadership of Prince Immanuel, are sure to win. 

That is the imperishable promise of the closing book in God's 
eternal word. Victory in Jesus is the theme of the entire Bible. 

We must keep in mind whose we are and whom we serve, and 
remember the august potency of our ancient foe, lest we are sur
prised into iniquity and beguiled into apostasy. 

God Is Our Helper. 
We repeat with conviction the words of David; Jehovah is "a ref
uge for me, a strong tower from the enemy (Ps. 61:3). Or the 
words of Solomon; "The name of Jehovah is a strong tower; the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe" (Prov. 18:10). 

Even so, the enemy may occasionally rout the army of God. 
Defeat teaches invaluable lessons. Things will not always go 

swimmingly for the soldiers of Christ; hardship builds moral ex
cellence and firmness. Flames of fire forge good character. 
Jeremiah's unconquerable spirit grew out of disappointment and, 
in the solitary confinement of a slime pit, solidified. 

Jesus drank of the cup of indignity and suffering with his 
blood pooling at this feet. There was the appearance of abandon
ment, but not the reality of rejection. The same Psalm that Jesus 
quoted while on the cross ("My God, my God, why hast thou for
saken me"), also says: 

For dogs have compassed me: a company of evildoers have 
enclosed me; they pierced my hands and my feet. I may 
count all my bones; they look and stare upon me. They 
part my garments among them, and upon my vesture do 
they cast lots. But be not thou far off, 0 Jehovah: 0 
thou my succor, haste thee to help me. Deliver my soul 
from the sword, My darling from the power of the dog. 
Save me from the lion's mouth; yea, from the horns of 
the wild-oxen thou hast answered me. I will declare thy 



name unto my brethren: in the midst of the assembly will I 
praise thee. Ye that fear Jehovah, praise him; all ye the seed 
of Jacob, glorify him; and stand in awe of him, all ye the 
seed of Israel. For he hath not despised nor abhorred the 
affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from 
him; but when he cried unto him, he heard (Ps. 22:16-24). 

God does not choose to gather the lost into the fold of truth by 
force. He could do it, for he is God, but he will not do it out re
spect for the free agency of man. God gives us the power to choose 
between truth and error - between right and wrong - and there
fore he may not be consistent and override our decision. It is a 
question having only a conjectural answer, similar to the 
unbeliever's query, "If God is good, whence cometh evil?" 

The brave soldier of Christ has in his hand the "sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God." Therefore, reason and persua
sion are his practicable instruments. Amazingly, the creature has 
the power to say no to the Creator, but only because God has will
ingly given him that power. It is for this reason that the Holy Spirit 
works only through the word of truth, otherwise his work would 
be irresistible. "Quench not the Spirit" (1 Thess. 5: 19). 

The inescapable result is that sometimes truth prevails and 
sometimes it fails. The failure of truth to work its rewards is not 
God's fault, nor is it the fault of truth, but is a moral weakness in 
the human creature. God stands by and observes and listens as 
people say, "Jehovah seeth us not; Jehovah hath forsaken the 
land." 

Jehovah rejects those that reject him (Rom. 1:28-32). 

And even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, 
God gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrigh
teousness, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbit
ers, hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors 
of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understand
ing, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, unmer
ciful: who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that 
practise such things are worthy of death, not only do the 
same, but also consent with them that practise them (Rom. 
1:28-32). 

How, then, is God our helper? If faithless lust causes us to dis
obey God and incur his wrath, where is our hope? 

Repentance is the answer. The creature that has the ability to 
turn away from God also has the power to turn back to him. When 
sinners decide to live for God and "bring forth fruit worthy of re
pentance," the heavenly father receives them with open arms. 

"If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin." Walking in the light is the condition for the continual re
moval of all sin - a thing we have the power to do or not to do. It 
is a decision God allows and honors. We make the bed upon which 
we lie. 

This basic Bible truth (that man has the power to decide his 
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own destiny within the limits of God's written word) 
precludes the possibility of there being a master plan 
spelling out the details of each human life, which is 
predestination and conflicts with free choice. It is 
The Purpose Driven Life of Rick Warren and not the 
accountable life in the Lord. 

If we are where we are and doing what we are 
doing because God determined, apart from his word, 
the details of our life, then we are not personally ac
countable. If God tells us, in a documented revela
tion, what he wants us to do and gives us the ability 
to obey or disobey his orders, then we are account
able. Since accountability is fundamental to the sys
tem of Jesus, it is necessarily fundamental to faith in 
Jesus. 

If we cast our lot with "the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus," then we may say with justified 
conviction, "Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not 
want." 

If God is for us, who is against us? He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not also with him 
freely give us all things? Who shall lay any
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God 
that justifieth; who is he that condemneth? 
It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that 
was raised from the dead, who is at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh inter
cession for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or an
guish, or persecution, or famine, or naked
ness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is writ
ten, For thy sake we are killed all the day 
long; We were accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali
ties, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:31-39). 

Satan Is Our Enemy 

The various names given to the devil by inspired 
writers describe him. "And there was seen another 
sign in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon, hav
ing seven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads 

1 Rev. 12:3-9 

seven diadems. And his tail draweth the third part of 
the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: 
... And the great dragon was cast down, the old ser
pent, he that is called the Devil and Satan, the de
ceiver of the whole world; he was cast down to the 
earth, and his angels were cast down with him." 1 

Satan is a Hebrew word. "[W]henever this word 
is used as a proper name in the Old Testament, it re
fers to the great superhuman enemy of God, man, 
and good (1 Chron. 21:1; Job 1:1-2:13). Another 
common name for Satan in the New Testament is 
'the devil,' meaning 'slanderer' or 'false accuser.' 
Other titles by which Satan is identified in the New 
Testament include 'the tempter' (1 Thess. 3 :5); 
'Beelzebub' (Matt. 12:24); 'the wicked one' (Matt. 
13:19,38); 'the ruler of this world' Gohn 12:31); 
'the god of this age' (2 Cor. 4:4); 'Belial' (2 Cor. 
6: 15), 'the prince of the power of the air' (Eph. 2:2); 
and 'the accuser of our brethren' (Rev. 12:10)."2 

The awesome power of Satan is expressed in 
Ephesians 6:12 where Paul tells us that our wrestling 
is "against the principalities, against the powers, 
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places." 

Our fight is with authorities, cosmic powers, 
darkness, and the spiritual forces of evil. Satan is so 
terribly terrible that with one swish of his tail he can 
remove a third of all the stars in the universe. He is 
mightier than a hydrogen bomb, more forceful than 
an erupting volcano, or more deadly than the stron
gest tsunami. 

His red hide is tattooed with every corrupt, pu
trid and blasphemous thing that the mind of sinful 
man can imagine (Rev. 17:3). Riding on the back of 
this evil monster is a beautiful woman decked in sil
ver, gold, and costly pearls. She is drunk . . . drunk 
with the blood of the saints (Rev. 17:6). Her name is 
"sin" ... sin in all of its dimensions ... sin in all of its 
seductive power ... sin in all of its destructive might. 
The great red dragon and the sensual woman on his 
back, teaming with godless governments and false re
ligion, are a formidable enemy. 

But that is not all. 
Evil angels and demons, when they pour forth 

like locusts from the bottomless hole, dim the sun 
and cast a pall over the entire earth. 3 These malicious 

2 Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers 
3 Rev. 9:2 
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and malignant spirits infest the world as assistants of 
Satan and Sin. 

The dread of him grips the heart of the righ
teous. 

This mighty army of wickedness, described in po
etic and prophetic imagery, roams the land, deceives 
the unwary, and wars with the children of God. 

Satan Seems to Win But Loses 

Humans fall into step and walk by the Devil's ca
dence, being deceived by his devices. A pathetic 
swaggering horde of fools, saying, "Jehovah seeth us 
not; Jehovah hath forsaken the land." They stagger 
down the broad way and into perdition ... the blind 
leading the blind. 

Toward the end of this last age there will be are
surgence of sin, and "the thoughts of men's heart 
will be only evil continually." This will bring grief to 
the heart of God and Satan will be loosed for a short 
time. 

The word of God is the chain that binds Satan 
(Rev. 20: 1-2). Satan is spirit and, consequently, a lit
eral chain cannot bind him. The force of God's re
vealed wisdom is more powerful than Satan's crafti
ness and trickery. The transparent truth of God's 
eternal word has power to bind the subtlety and 
guile of the Great Red Dragon. 

God places his word within the care and keeping 
of his human creature. If humans allow their hold on 
imperishable truth to go slack, then Satan is loose. 
The power that binds him is compromised and he is 
set free. 

Satan is restricted for a thousand years, but "after 
this he must be loosed for a little time" (Rev. 20:3). 
When the human hordes of earth deny God and his 
word and iniquity triumphs, then grief grips the 
great heart of God and he repents of having made 
man (Gen. 6:6). 

The day God has appointed to destroy and con
sume in fire the present universe is not a calendar 
day, but is the day when sin is so prevalent as to be 
intolerable. That is the day on which God pours out 
upon the universe bowls of hot wrath. An angry God 
is a terrible thing to contemplate. His fury cannot be 
endured. 

Satan, sin, evil angels, godless government, and 
false philosophy God will cast, together and alive, into 
the lake of fire (Rev. 19: 17-21). On that horrible day, 
God's anger poured on guilty heads will be "a noi
some and grievous sore"; the sea will be coagulated 
blood; fresh water will be blood and no longer drink-

able; the erupting sun will scorch men and they will 
impenitently blaspheme the name of God; the king
dom of the beast (Satan) will be darkened and he and 
his subjects gnaw their tongues for pain; the earth 
became defenseless and vulnerable to marauders; 
"and there came forth a great voice out of heaven, 
from the throne, saying, It is done" (Rev. 16:2-17). 

After these things I heard as it were a 
great voice of a great multitude in heaven, 
saying, Hallelujah; Salvation, and glory, and 
power, belong to our God: for true and 
righteous are his judgments; for he hath 
judged the great harlot, her that corrupted 
the earth with her fornication, and he hath 
avenged the blood of his servants at her 
hand. And a second time they say, Hallelu
jah. And her smoke goeth up for ever and 
ever (Rev. 19:1-3). 

And I saw the heaven opened; and be
hold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon 
called Faithful and True; and in righteous
ness he doth judge and make war. 

And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon 
his head are many diadems; and he hath a 
name written which no one knoweth but he 
himself. 
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And he is arrayed in a garment sprinkled 
with blood: and his name is called The 
Word of God. 

And the armies which are in heaven fol
lowed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and pure. 

And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the na
tions: and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
fierceness of the wrath of God, the Al
mighty. 

And he hath on his garment and on his 
thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS. 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun; 
and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all 
the birds that fly in mid heaven, Come and 
be gathered together unto the great supper 
of God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, 
and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of 
mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of 
them that sit thereon, and the flesh of all 
men, both free and bond, and small and 
great. 

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the 

Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

come to salvation, the reality and beauty of heaven, 
the scheme of redemption, and the ultimate victory 
of truth over lies. 

Jesus identifies himself as "the beginning of cre
ation." In nothing do we see more clearly the limit
less power of the Almighty than in the original cre
ation of the universe. God spoke the cosmos into ex
istence ... an event that declares eloquently the glory 
of the Creator. Jesus, with intrepid boldness, steps 
forward to reveal that he is "the beginning of the cre
ation of God," which does not mean that he was the 
first created being, but that he is uncreated and eter
nal. 

Jesus upholds all things by the word of his power 
(Heb. 1:1-5; Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18). His majesty 
is unparalleled. 

Prophets said, "Thus saith the Lord." 
Jesus said, "But I say unto you." 
The exalted one speaks to you . . . we dare not 

treat lightly his voice. 
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earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war against him that sat upon the 
horse, and against his army. 

And the beast was taken, and with him 
the false prophet that wrought the signs in 
his sight, wherewith he deceived them that 
had received the mark of the beast and 
them that worshipped his image: they two 
were cast alive into the lake of fire that 
burneth with brimstone: 

And the rest were killed with the sword 
of him that sat upon the horse, even the 
sword which came forth out of his mouth: 
and all the birds were filled with their flesh 
(Rev. 19: 11-21). 

The saved will gather on the bank of a 
crystal sea and, oblivious to the annihilation 
of the universe, they will lift their eyes to 
see the face of God (Rev. 22:4; 1 John 3:2). 

The rejoicing will be profound and perfect peace 
will abound. 

The saved will make a triumphant entry into the 
shinning city of God and walk down its golden street 
to take their place on the throne of God. 

Truth will out. P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FF 

'~1 hail the power of jesus' name; let angels pros
trate fall; bring forth the royal diadem and crown 
him Lord of all." 

Jesus spoke the words of God Qohn 5 :30; 6:38-
40). His mission is salvation (Luke 19: 10). Birth, 
life, death all point to salvation (Luke 2:25-38; Matt. 
1:21; 1 John 4:9-14; Matt. 26:28; John 3:17; Rev. 
1:5). 

Our part in the salvation process is to believe and 
be baptized to be saved (Mark 16: 16). Repentance 
and baptism bring remission of sins (Acts 2:38). 
When the believer repents arises and is baptized, his 
sins are washed away (Acts 22: 16). Mterwards, the 
newborn child of God is to walk in the steps of Jesus 
- stepping in the light (1 John 1:7; Rev. 2:10; 
3:11). 

Jesus did not come from heaven to earth for so
cial reform but for forgiven~ss and eternal salvation. 
To put the emphasis of his mission anywhere else is 
. .. well ... stupid! It is not the economy but where 



will you spend eternity that is important. It is not re
di stribution of wealth, but refined gold, eye sa lve, 
and covered nakedness tha t reall y counts. Earthly 
things perish .. . " labor no t fo r the mea t that is per
ishing, bur for that w hich endures ro eterna l life" 
Uohn 6:27). 

Verses 15-16 

"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 
I would thou wert cold or hot. So because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spew thee 
out of my mouth." 

O nce again, Jesus anno un ces his knowledge of 
behavior. He who saw at a distance Na thanael under 
the fig tree (a thing requiring supernatural vision) 
miraculously knew the heart of t he Laod iceans. 

H e knew the works of his disciples, though they 
were on earth and he was in heaven. Jesus dr ives 
home repeated ly the importance of wor ks, which 
play a vital ro le in the sa lva tion process. Without 
works, fa ith is dead Uames 2 : 14-26). 

Works revea l the man w hether he is good or evil. 
J esus saw a lack of zeal in the self-satisfied saints 

of Laodicea. In their own eyes, they were cool, but in 
Jesus eyes, they were lacking passion, force, o r zest. 
Jesus saw and no ted an absence of enthusias m o r 
conviction. 

This could well be his ind ictment of many of his 
professing fo llowers roday. Let each one of us labo r 
and pray that we are no t in tha t number. 

Enthusiastic service requires deep convicti on . 
"No man, having put his hand to the plow, and look
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God. " 

If you are " fi t fo r the kingdom o f God," you 
must believe w hat you believe wit h a ll the power of 
your being. You canno t be half-hearted and have true 
conviction . It is a prop osit ion of, If I am right and 
you disagree, then you are wrong; if you are ri ght 
and I d isagree, then I am w rong. 

The modern namby-pamby posit ion that if I am 
right and you d isagree, then we are both right is con
trad icted by the "Amen, who is the begin ning of cre
ation." Absolute truth is narrow in its ve ry nature. 

Conviction ge nerated by absolute truth is neces
sarily uncompromising. Furthermore, believing what 
you beli eve is its d r iving force. The Historical-Cri t i-

cal method2 of understanding r elig ion is tepid and 
wrongheaded because it lacks being convinced of er
ror and compelled to ad mi t the truth. It is not a 
strong persuasion or beli ef. 

Consider this: Jesus rose from the dead: there
fore, there wi II be a general resu rrection of all the 
dead. That is a compelling statement . To make the 
resurrection of Jesus optional is ro make a universal 
resurrection optional. T here is no conviction .. . no 
strong belief ... no commitment .. . no zeal . . . no en
thusiasm . . . no zest. It is, at best, lukewarm and nau
seating. 

Jesus said, " It makes me want ro vomit, or "spew 
thee out of my mouth ." It may sui t the half-hearted 
beli ever, bur it makes Jesus sick. 

T he Lord wants us to believe w hat we believe, 
believe it with a ll o f our heart, and not be rel uctant 
to tell others abovt it. 

Lukewarmness in fa ith and practice is not accept
ab le ro "the Amen, the fai thful witness." H e was a 
man of deep conviction, as the pain of Gethsemane 
and Calvary a ttest. If you wo uld fo llow Jesus, rake 
up you r cross and draw your sword. 

If we are ro war the good fight of fai th, we must be 
possessed of the undying conviction that we are right 
and all who d isagree are wrong. T hat fi lls us with a 
sense of commit ment and impels being "faithful unto 
death." T he t ru e worshiper of God will say, I believe 
w hat I believe and am willing to d ie fo r it. 

Jesus is saying, "Either get in or get out, but don ' t 
stand in the door and keep others from entering." 
Don't be a hypocrite . Be for me or against me, bur do 
not make the t ragic blunder of attempting to serve two 
masters "You cannot serve bo th God and mammon." 

A half- hea rted disciple is repu lsive ro Jesus. 
Yo u can win no wars if the rank-and-file is not 

powerfully convinced of the rightness of their cause. 
If we go to ba ttle unsure and wavering, defeat is in
evitable. J esus is saying, I want no slackers at my 
back. 

Verse 17 

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten 
riches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art the wretched one and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked:" 

s2 T he Historica l Critical merhod of rheo logy is fundamenrally a sysrem of unbelief. lr encou rages rhc "cafeteria" approach to rel igion, which means, 
"go rhrough rhe Bible and selecr the dishes rhar sti mulate your tasre buds and leave rhe resr." Se lect what .you wanr; rurn-up y?ur nose at whar you do 
not want. This is nor conviction bur convenience. Conviction is knowing why you belteve what you belteve, and nor hes1ran ng for a momenr to rell 
others about it. 
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Ignorance is deceptive. God's people are de
stroyed for lack of knowledge (Isa. 15:13; Hos. 4:6). 
When Christians begin to say, "Hey, look me over; I 
am cocksure. I can get by just fine with sporadic and 
incomplete service." The consequence is alarming. 

The emperor who thought his clothes were real 
was ignorant of his nakedness. There are many such 
ignorant people walking around in the world. They 
have good cars, fine homes, abundant clothes, lots of 
food and say to their souls, "[T]hou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, be 
merry." 

"But God" says, "Thou foolish one, this night is 
thy soul required of thee; and the things which thou 
hast prepared, whose shall they be? So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God" (Luke 12:20-21). 

So, you are rich. Maybe so, but are you rich to
ward God? 

God will one day dissolve earth, sun, moon, stars 
as suddenly as they appeared at creation. What then 
... will you be clothed or naked? Will you be rich or 
poor? 

Who is wretched, poor, blind, and naked? Is it 
not the fool who thinks his soul can be satisfied with 
the abundance of the stuff he possesses? 

The disciples at Laodicea labored under the delu
sion that material things suffice. They had garments, 
chariots, palaces, and gourmet food, but they did not 
have God, and, consequently, they were poor, blind, 
and naked. 

''A fool says in his heart, there is no God" (Ps. 
14:1). "The heavens declare the glory of God, the 
firmament shows his handiwork." The sun, moon 
and stars are shouting at you that God exists and the 
earth is his creation. Do you hear that thunderous 
chorus? 

Verse 18 

"I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire, that 
thou mayest become rich; and white garments, that 
thou mayest clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness be not made manifest; and eyesalve to 
anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. " 

Jesus supplies the refined gold, sparkling robes, 
and healing eye salve, but we have to apply it. There 

is something for man to do. Jesus supplies grace3 but 
we must apply it to our lives by the obedience of 
faith (Rom. 1:5; 16:26). 

For the grace of God hath appeared, bring
ing salvation to all men, instructing us, to 
the intent that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
righteously and godly in this present world; 
looking for the blessed hope and appearing 
of the glory of the great God and our Sav
iour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a people for his 
own possession, zealous of good works (Ti
tus 2: 11-14). 

Please note: the grace of God brings salvation to 
all men; but not all will be saved. Grace is for all, but 
not all will receive it. Jesus died for all, but all will 
not benefit from his death. Grace is available to all, 
"instructing us, to the intent that, denying ungodli
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and 
righteously and godly in this present world" 

Again, those who obey the instructions of grace 
are to be "zealous of good works" (Titus 2:14). That 
was the problem with the church at Laodicea in the 
first century ... they were not zealous of good works, 
and received the stinging rebuke of Jesus. 

Verse 19-20 

'1\s many as I love, I reprove and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock: if any man hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me.'' 

Jesus is not willing that any should perish. He is 
longsuffering and filled with loving kindness. His 
plea is for his followers to buckle on the panoply of 
God, draw the sword of the Spirit, and throw the 
scabbard away; he wants his warriors to be brave and 
valiant and unrelenting. "Onward, Christian sol
diers, marching as to war." 

The Lord rebukes sloth especially in wartime. 
The "good fight of faith" is ceaseless and constant. 
We dare not be asleep or indolent because our enemy 
presses the battle without respite. Satan's minions 
are always at work and give no quarter. The army of 
the Lord cannot engage in even temporary delay, rest 

3 Grace means favor or gift. "The apostles and N. T. writers at the beginning and end of their Epistles crave for their readers the favor ('grace') of God 
or of Christ, to wpich all blessings, especially spiritual, are due: Rom. 1:7; 16:20,24; 1 Cor. 1:3; 16:23; 2 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 13:13-14; Gal. 1:3; 6:18; 
Eph. 1:2; 6:24; Phil. 1:2; 4:23; Col. 1:2; 4:18; 1 Thess. 1:1; 5:28; 2 Thess. 1:2; 3:18; 1 Tim. 1:2; 6:21-22; 2 Tim. 1:2; 4:22: Titus 1:4; 3:15; Phile. 
3,25; Heb. 13:25; 1 Pet. 1:2; 2 Pet. 1:2; 3:18; 2 John 3; Rev. 1:4; 22:21" (Henry Thayer, Thayers Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament). 
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or relief, or the enemy will take territory that may 
never be regained. 

To be asleep while on duty in the military in time 
of war is a capital offence because it endangers oth
ers. The fight is on, we wage a spiritual war, and 
must man the battlements day and night. The face of 
valiant Christian soldiers must be visible in every 
breach or gap in the wall. 

Standing up for Jesus is the duty of every saint. 
Plant your feet! Face the foe! "Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong. Let all that ye 
do be done in love" (1 Cor. 16:13-14 ). 

We are to throw ourselves into the battle with 
fearless daring, but not with savagery. We are not to be 
like an army fired by greed and lust that comes down 
on a defenseless community to pillage and rape. 

Notice the caveat. "Let all that ye do be done in 
love." Paul is not taking back his command for us to 
march "as to war," but he is telling us that we are to 
be civil and fair. Fighting for truth is not an excuse to 
be wild-eyed and ruthless, or to destroy for the sake 
of destroying. As we artfully wield the Spirit's sword, 
we must be always sensible of the rights and feelings 
of others. 

''All things therefore whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, even so do ye also unto 
them: for this is the law and the prophets." 

"Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
each one." 

Paul does not say, "Be weak"; but he does say, 
"be graceful." 

Still, it is imperative that we "take up the whole 
armor of God," and "withstand in the evil day, and, 
having done all, to stand. Stand therefore ... " and 
stand, and stand, and stand. Never give up! 

The issue is eternity. 

Verses 21-22 

"He that overcometh, I will give to him to sit down 
with me in my throne, as I also overcame, and sat 
down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
churches. " 

Jesus does not call on his valiant ones to engage 
the hard duty of war without offering rewards and a 
coming sabbath. He promises his obedient soldiers 
the highest honor. 

Jesus does not ask us to do what he refuses to do. 
He "counted not the being on a equality with God a 
thing to be grasped" but put on over his divine form 

a robe of human flesh. "He was made in all things 
like unto his brethren." 

He faced every possible discouraging enticement 
but went straight on to the bloody sweat of 
Gethsemane, the inhuman scourging by Roman sol
diers, and the pain of crucifixion. He was himself in 
the forefront of the fight of faith. He ca11s to us, 
"Take up your cross and follow me." He does not ask 
us to go where he has not trod. 

Jehovah gave Jesus a name that is above every 
name. On his head are many diadems. 

I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, 
there came with the clouds of heaven one 
like unto a son of man, and he came even to 
the ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all the peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him: his dominion is an ever
lasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed (Dan. 7: 13-14). 

Our elder brother identifies with us in life and in 
death. He promises to share his glory with all who 
walk in his bloodstained footprints. He sat down 
with the Father on the great, white, shining throne 
and makes room for every battle-scarred veteran of 
the good fight of faith to join him there. 

"For the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne 
shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them unto 
fountains of waters of life: and God shall wipe away 
every tear from their eyes." 

He promises an unfading crown ... the crown of 
life . . . to all who bring their shields and swords to 
him and lay their trophies down at his feet ... all 
down at Jesus' feet. 

New! 
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Salvation Through Christ Alone 
By Ron Carlson 

Don't all religions lead to God? Isn't one faith 
as good as another? Isn't it arrogant to say 
that only one religion leads to salvation? 

These are some common questions that people in our 
pluralistic world are wrestling' with. In a world full of 
religious options, many people of goodwill, including 
evangelical Christians, have trouble with the idea that 
there would only be one way to enter into a saving re
lationship with God. However, this is exactly what 
God's word tells us; salvation is only found in a rela
tionship with Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12; John 14:6). 

The problem that many Christians often face 
when communicating this biblical truth, is that many 
non-Christians will simply reply, "but I don't believe 
the Bible," So, how can we as Christians convey this 
critical biblical truth to people who don't necessarily 
accept the scriptures as God's word? This is where a 
simple little philosophical argument can be ex
tremely helpful; it's called the "Law of Non-Contra
diction." 

In the philosophical discipline of Logic, there are 
numerous rules that govern the process of forming a 
coherent and rational argument. One of these rules is 
the Law of Non-Contradiction. The Law of Non
Contradiction formally stated is that "A cannot be 
non-A." In plain language, this simply means that 
something that is true cannot be anything but that 
thing which is true, For example,. if it is true that Ja
son Carlson alone wrote this article, nobody but Ja
son Carlson could have written this article. Either Ja
son Carlson alone wrote it, or he did not. To say that 
Jason Carlson and jane Doe both individually wrote 
this article would be a violation of the Law of Non
Contradiction. 

When it comes to the questions of religious plu
ralism and promoting the Christian claim of exclu
sivity {salvation is found in jesus Christ alone), the 
Law of Non~Contradiction can serve as a valuable re
source in a Christian's apologetic tool~box. Here's 
how it works: 

All religions in the world make absolute truth 
claims regarding the way to salvation: 

• Christians proclaim that salvation comes by 
grace through faith in jesus Christ. 
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• Hindus claim that salvation (liberation) is 
achieved when a person transcends this world of illu
sion by building up enough positive karma (good 
works) to escape the cycle of reincarnation. 

• Muslims state that the possibility of salvation* 
results from submitting one's life to Allah and faith
fully carrying-out the Five Pillars of Islam. 

• Buddhists say that salvation {Nirvana) is the re
sult of detaching one's self from the desires of the 
physical, material world. 

Each of the world's religions claims to promote 
the true path to salvation, but each of these religions 
provides a distinct and contrary path from all of the 
others. Thus, one of these paths to salvation is true, 
or none of them are true, but they cannot all be true 
at the same time; this would be a violation of the 
Law of Non-Contradiction. 

For the Christian who uses this apologetic argu
ment in response to the questions of religious plural
ism and to promote the Christian claim of exclusiv
ity, it is important to understand that this argument 
does not prove that jesus is the one true path to sal
vation. What this argument demonstrates is that 
from a philosophical standpoint, it is irrational to 
claim that all religions are equally valid paths to sal
vation. The idea of religious pluralism ("all roads 
lead to God") is philosophically invalid according to 
the Law of Non-Contradiction. 

To show that jesus Christ is the one true way to 
salvation, Christians must be ready (1 Pet. 3: 15) 
with other apologetic tools: arguments for the histo
ricity of Jesus Christ, the reliability of the gospels, 
and the resurrection of jesus Christ, etc. There are 
terrific reasons for believing each of those truths; 
however, we will have to save those for another 
posting. 

*In Islam there is no certainty of salvation. Allah, 
the god of Islam, is capricious by nature and therefore 
even the most devout Mu~lim has no certainty of sal
vation. The only certainty of salvation in Islam is to 
die as a martyr in jihad or holy war. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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God's Glory and Our Joy 
By James Tidwell 

Aording to Jonathon Edwards in The End for 
Which God Created the World, the magnify
ing of God's glory in the universe and there

joicing of all God's people as ransomed through 
Christ are one end or goal, not two. Although God's 
glory and the rejoicing of God's people may appear 
somewhat unrelated or even paradoxical initially, the 
idea is worthy of further investigation and thought. 
After all, thoughts that seem beyond our grasp at 
first are those most likely to expand our understand
ing of truth and make us wiser. Getting stuck in our 
own conventions and thought forms is easy, but 
God's gift of understanding begins with searching for 
his truth, not to prove ours. 

In Romans 3:23 the apostle Paul stated, " ... for 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 
Sinned is translated from a Greek word originally 
meaning "to miss the mark or wander from the 
path." When we sin, we do indeed miss the mark and 
wander off "the straight and narrow" path that typi
fies God's desires for Christian living. People from 
all ages have used marks, markers, or landmarks to 
identify a path or route to be taken. They get off the 
path and wander when they do not follow the marks 
(landmarks), whether intentional or not. Paul says 
that when we miss the mark of God's path we "fall 
short" of God's glory. 

The Greek word translated fall short means "to 
be inferior, deficient, to lack or fail." When we sin, 
we are deficient (or lack) in glorifying God. So our 
sin not only casts a shadow on our lives, but it dark
ens the glory of God so that it is lacking or deficient. 
This is what Paul said people had done in Romans 
1:23 when they had changed (or exchanged) the 
glory of the incorruptible God for an image made af
ter things that are corruptible. Thus, sin exchanges 
the infinite value and glory of God for a cheap, infe
rior substitute that has no lasting value. 

God is passionate about his glory, "[E]veryone 
who is called by my name, whom I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and made" (lsa. 43 :7). All who 
are called by his name were created for his glory. 
"For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how 
should my name be profaned? My glory I will not 

give to another" (Isa. 48: 11). God will not give his 
glory to another and neither should we. Yet this is 
what we do when we sin! We should be reminded 
that God is jealous of his people. "For you shall wor
ship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jeal
ous, is a jealous God" (Exod. 34: 14). 

The glory of God cannot be seen in us unless we 
rejoice in it because serving God without joy does 
not glorify him. Not to enjoy serving or praising God 
is to dishonor him. Praise and obedience should be 
expressions of joy, not simply heartless acts of obedi
ence or dutiful expressions of our faith. Praise and 
obedience out of love glorifies God and produces joy 
in our hearts. Praise and obedience out of duty al
ways falls short, i.e., misses the mark. How and why 
would others want to glorify God if they see no joy 
in our doing so? 

The psalmists clearly express God's intent for the 
joy of his people, those who glorify him. He even de
mands our delight! "Delight yourself in the LoRD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart" (Ps. 
37:4). "You make known to me the path of life; in 
your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore" (Ps. 16: 11). God's 
people adore and seek him unashamedly and thus 
they find joy in him. "As a deer pants for flowing 
streams, so pants my soul for you, 0 God. My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God" (Ps. 42: 1-2). 
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The pursuit of glorifying God includes the pur
suit of true virtue and always results in joy because 
joy is concomitant to authentic glorification of God. 
On the other hand, the pursuit of joy for our sake 
does not involve true virtue and does not result in 
the glorification of God. Seeking joy or glorifying 
God for the sake of satisfying ourselves will never 
produce the satisfaction that comes only from the joy 
that is found in glorifying God for his sake, not ours! 
We can never find lasting joy without glorifying God, 
and we can never truly glorify God without finding 
joy. Therefore, I concur with Jonathan Edwards and 
John Piper, the author of God's Passion for His 
Glory, that the magnifying of God's glory and there-

joicing of all Christians in God are one end, not two. 
In the practice of authentic Christianity, they can 
never be separated. 

Ponder the following scriptures: 
• "These things I have spoken to you that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be full" Uohn 
15:11). 

• "[W]hatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God" (1 Cor. 10:31). 

May your joy overflow because of your authentic 
glorification of God through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
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Many, LA 

jtidwe/1225 @yahoo. com 
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(In looking back through papers printed in the immediate past, it strikes me as uncanny that so many of the is
sues of discussion in 2009 were on the table for examination seventy years ago. It then dawns on me that what 
some proudly call a "postmodern age" is merely rehashing theories first introduced two or three hundred years 
ago. Postmodern? Huh! Anyway, while pursuing a paper printed in January of 1940, I came across an article 
written by the brilliant James D. Bales. Brother Bales was a scholar by anyone's standard. He was also a gentle
man. I am fortunate to have known him and to have heard him preach. Many of our readers never had that op
portunity, so I thought you would appreciate reading an article from a truly great man who is now at rest with 
other sages. Besides, his article is as up-to-date as tomorrow morning's newspaper.) 

Is Christianity Non-progressive? 
By James D. Bales 

T ennyson spoke from knowledge of life when 
he said: "Our little systems have their day, 
have their day and cease to be. They are but 

broken lights of thee. But thou, 0 Lord, art more 
than they." 

One generation labors to build up a theoretical 
system that another generation just as systematically 
wrecks. Mankind grows and sheds many systems, 
just as the snake discards its old skin in order to sport 
a new one. That is true of our little systems. 

Is it true of Christ's way of life? We do not think 
so, for the simple reason that this is not one of our 
"little systems with its feeble lights;" rather, it is 
God's revelation- a revelation which is necessary 
as long as there is one individual without light. 

Mr. Corbin said that he could not return to 
Jesus, for "it all happened so long ago." But shall we 
fail to return to the sparkling springs because they 
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quenched the thirst of man in the long ago? Just be
cause this need was felt and met long ago does not 
mean that we moderns have left water on a lower 
stage of development. Of course, I am not speaking 
of that peculiar type of man-beast that considers it 
unmanly to drink anything as puerile as water. 

Others think that the evolutionary process has 
carried us beyond the stage upon which Christianity 
made its advent and performed its work. It may have 
suited the world then, but is it adapted to our own 
age? We are sure our age has not been adapted to it. 
Is it true that Christianity is non-progressive? 

What Do We Mean by uchristianity" and 11Progress?" 

Is our conception of Christianity that tame, luke
warm, "go-to-church-on-Sunday-and-that-is-all" type 
of amusement? or it the dynamic challenging faith as 
proclaimed by Christ - the sole source of all that is 



really Christian? Some digressive, fossilized offshoots 
(away off). of the Christian faith are indeed non-pro
gressive, and the sooner we shed them the better. 
When we use "Bible names for Bible things," we are 
forced to say that "Christ followers only" are Chris
tians. Surely this modern world would profit by the 
lives of Christ followers. 

What do we mean by "progress"? Is "new" syn
onymous with "good," and "progress" with 
"change"? There is much that seems "new," and 
"change" we certainly find in today's world; but is it 
all good and really progressive? We submit a negative 
as our answer. Again, is the "old" of necessity "bad," 
undesirable, a hindrance to progress? Would we be 
non-progressive if we were to ask for, and seek, the 
old paths? There are some principles hoary with age, 
but they are hard with truth - and man in any 
vaunted march of progress cannot leave them behind. 

If the gospel is unchanging, does it mean that it is 
static? No more than it means that for the unchang
ing laws of nature and of life. We develop and 
p~ogress in them by abiding by them, and not beyond 
them and without them. 

Christ's Message Is Fixed, Final, and Progressive 

If one wants cotton, he must plant the seed and culti
vate the plant. The seed contains the life that needs to 
be developed, not discarded and changed for some 
other kind of seed - that is, if it is cotton we want. 

Do we want the good society? Then let us recog
nize that the world has not yet received the full ben-

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast - He b. 6:19 

efit and ultimate good of the gospel. Its work is not 
yet finished; nor its power depleted. 

Some think that Christ has failed. They say that 
he has "given his all to us," and that is true; but they 
continue by saying that we have taken this "all" and 
it has failed. Christ did make the supreme sacrifice 
and show us the way to God and good, but the world 
has never taken and assimilated this "all." His way 
has not worked because we have not been willing to 
work for it. 

The Christ way is "a fixed quantity, not a flux
ion." Jesus is still all in all. The first and greatest 
commandment is still that we should love God con
tinually, supremely, and devotedly. He is still the way, 
the truth, and the light. No, he has not changed; nei
ther has our need for him been outgrown. He, as 
none other has or can, shows us the holiness and the 
love of God. He, above all leaders and teachers, re
veals the possibilities of man. He, in season and out 
of season, tells of the extent of the brotherhood of 
man. He gives the light; he clearly marks the road to 
God and to the good society. 

Since his way stands supreme (and who has one 
that can even touch the hem of its garments?), then 
we are not to expect any change in Christ's message. 
But his message will find its way deeper into the lives 
of men. There must be an increased application of 
his teachings. Christianity is progressive, but it is 
progress in soul culture; it is progress in Christ, in his 
way and not beyond his way. We must grow up in 
him in order to come to the fullness of the stature of 
the perfect man. 

We recognize that life is growth and thus that 
there is constant change. We know that there is a 
new birth in Christianity, but we also know that it 
does not mean if it is not followed by the new 
growth. We insist that this change can be for the 
good only, as there is change in us, not in the gospel, 
as a result of the grace of God working in us both to 
will and to do. 

Degeneration Is Another Source of Change 

Paul, in Romans 1:28, points out the law of degen
eration and reveals its corroding influences. We see 
that changes come in Christianity as men turn their 
backs upon Christ. Christianity, except in the mind 
of Christ, has never been entirely free from man's 
additions and corruptions or shortcomings. It is of
ten betrayed in the house of its "friends." None have 
completely measured up to the stature of the fullness 
of Christ. 
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Note: Peter, the denier; Thomas, the unbeliever; 
Judas, the betrayer; false philosophies of that day 
crept in to taint the stream of Christian purity and 
harmony. Some were denying the resurrection, some 
at Corinth were licentious and even made the Lord's 
Supper an occasion for drunkenness. Some of the 
seven churches in Asia reeked with deadness and im
moralities. That was all in the first century. Think of 
the debris w hich was picked up as men got further 
away from the source, Christ! 

Progress in Christianity 

There is progress in our inrell ectual grasp of the go~

pel. It is the same message that it was when we heard 
ir at our mother's knee; but, oh, how our under
standing of ir grows with years of study and life ex
perience. We are able to grasp some of the higher 
truths and deeper meanings, 

There must be progress in our love for C hri st 
and man. As we draw closer ro him, our love for the 
wo rld and mammon grows cold and we develop a 
love for the things above; the spirirual becomes 
nearer and dearer, and the material becomes only the 
means, never the end, of li fe . Love penetrates into 
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by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 
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our hearts and spreads in our dealings with o thers. 
We realize more and mo re that this is a religion o f 
love, nor fear nor physical force . 

We must progress in works of faith. No longer 
are we content to say, "Lord, Lord," and then do the 
things that he commands. We begin ro see that it is 
not a mere round of service attending, bur that it is a 
serv ice life for Christ. 

Laws of Christian Progress 

There are reasons for progress; causes that produce 
it. Prayer, study, constant application in life - fun
damental situations that must be observed. A lack of 
regard for these things results in the operation of 
those factors which bring degeneration. And, re
member, one o r the other of these factOrs is at work 
- progress in Christianity or degeneration away 
from Christianity. 

(Thank you, brother Bales, for the life you lived, 
for all the sacrifices you made, and especially for your 
words of wisdom. Rest in peace, my noble friend, rest 
in peace.) 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269 
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Worship: A Salvation Issue 
By Alton Norman 

ong the many themes through the Bible, 
worship is prominent. Moses built the Taber
nacle as a place of worship. In like manner, 

Solomon's Temple was designed for worship. Sacri
fices, offerings and tithes were a part of Israel's wor
ship. The feast days (Passover, Tabernacles, Pentecost 
and Day of Atonement) were days of worship to 
God. This theme continues into the New Testament 
as jesus, Paul and john speak on the subject of wor
ship. One might almost say, "It's all about worship," 
when talking about the Bible. 

But men have perpetually failed to appreciate or 
understand the importance of worship. Ancient 
Babylon, for example, was destroyed because it was 
"a land filled with carved images, and they are insane 
with their idols" Uer. 50:38). A few hundred years 
before Babylon, God had warned Israel, "You shall 
not worship the Lord your God with such things. 
... You shall not worship the Lord your God in that 
way" (Deut. 12:4, 31). In spite of this warning, Israel 
fell into idolatry. They did not appreciate the fact 
that worship is a salvation issue. 

Worshiping in error has serious consequences. Is
rael knew better, but she worshiped the golden calf 
-and incurred the wrath of God (Exod. 32). 

Solomon knew better, but worshiped the gods of 
his foreign wives - and the kingdom was torn from 
him and given to his servant (1 Kings 11:1-12, 31-33 ). 

North Israel knew better, but they "left all the 
commandments of the Lord their God, made for 
themselves a molded image and two calves, made a 
wooden image and worshipped all the host of 
heaven, and served Baal" - and they were destroyed 
by Assyria (2 Kings 17:1-18). 

King Manasseh knew better, but he seduced 
Judah into false worship - and God destroyed 
Jerusalem with the armies of Babylon. 

Worship is a salvation issue. Think not? Ask 
Nadab and Abihu who "offered strange fire to the 
Lord" (Lev. 10:1, 2)- they died. 

Ask the followers of Baal (1 Kings 18) -they died! 
Ask, "Where is the temple in Jerusalem?" -All 

you will find is the "Wailing Wall"! 
If these will not convince you, would you be con-

vinced by Jesus? He said, "In vain do they worship 
me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men" (Matt. 15 :9). It was Jesus who said acceptable 
worship must be "in spirit and in truth" Uohn 4:24). 

Jesus sent his angel to reveal the end of those 
who worshiped the beast (they were cast into the 
lake of fire.) 

And the beast was taken, and with him the 
fals~ prophet that wrought the signs in his 
sight, wherewith he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast and them 
that worshipped his image: they two were 
cast alive into the lake of fire that burneth 
with brimstone: and the rest were killed 
with the sword of him that sat upon the 
horse, (even the sword) which came forth 
out of his mouth: and all the birds were 
filled with their flesh (Rev. 19:20). 

Worship is a salvation issue . 
Worship must be conducted and entered into 

with the right spirit. In worship we stand before the 
God of creation, the awesome God who has power 
to destroy both the body and soul in hell. 

We dare not come into his presence with a 
haughty spirit. Rather we should enter worship with 
a broken and contrite spirit, for pride goes before a 
fall, and a haughty spirit before destruction but God 
will accept the humble spirit. 

Not only must our worship be conducted with 
the right attitude, it must also be according to truth 
Uohn 4:24). God's word is truth Uohn 17:17). 
Therefore our worship must be based on the re
vealed will of God ... the Bible. 

The burning of candles in the worship of the 
church is not found in the Bible - should we burn 
candles as some do? Prayers offered to Mary in wor
ship are foreign to scripture- should we offer such 
prayers as some do? Instruments of music are not in 
Christian worship- should we, then, adopt clanging 
noise and call it worship? God destroyed Israel be
cause she adopted the worship practices of her neigh
bors. Worship is a salvation issue. 

206 Bristol Ln. 
Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 
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Can We Really Believe in Miracles? 
By Calvin Warpula 

Some of the challenges we face today have to do 
with our faith in God, the reliability and truth
fulness of the Bible, and the reasons for our 

faith. 
In this article, I address the question of miracles. 

What is a miracle? Did miracles really occur? How 
important are miracles in the Bible? What is the na
ture of miracles and their purpose? Do miracles vio
late natural law? Is it reasonable to believe in 
miracles in our scientific age? 

This message is needed and important because 
some say that belief in God is incredulous, that natu
ral law rules everything, and that the miracle stories 
of the Bible are nothing but pious superstitions. 

Believers need to give an answer for what we be
lieve (1 Pet. 3: 15). When we are confident of the 
truthfulness of what we believe then we will live 
stronger, bolder, and more assured lives. 

The first page of the Bible begins with six days of 
miracles as God creates the world out of nothing. 

The Bible contains accounts of miracles but it is 
not full of miracles on every page. Miracles are con
fined to the times of Moses and Joshua, Elijah and 
Elisha, Daniel, and Jesus and his apostles. Miracles 
are not the common operating procedure of God in 
the history of mankind. They are exceptional phe
nomena that operate outside natural law and demon
strate the power of God to control life and events. 

We use the word miracle loosely today. When a 
baby is brought into the world, and we hold it and 
see into its eyes, we say, "This is a miracle." 

When an eighteen wheeler going 70 miles an 
hour down the freeway moves right in front of us in 
our lane and we swerve to miss it, and we escape by 
inches, we sigh and say, "Wow, that's a miracle that 
we didn't wreck." 

When a student passes an exam for which he had 
not prepared, he says, "Ies a miracle I passed." 

When a lucky ticket holder wins the big lottery at 
odds of 150 million-to-one, he says, "Wow, that's a 
miracle I won." 

None of these occurrences are miracles, accord
ing to the biblical usages. Exceptional phenomena 
that produce amazement and wonder in us are not in 
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the same category as biblical miracles. 
Biblical miracles have three characteristics: (1) 

they are divine, direct interventions that are not ex
plainable by natural forces; (2) they have a purpose 
within their context of confirming and demonstrat
ing God's power, authority, and message. 

The Bible contains stories of many miracles. 
Here's a partial list of some Old Testament miracles, 
you may recall: the ten plagues on Egypt, Moses' rod 
turning into a snake, the parting of the Red Sea, 
manna and quail from heaven, water from a rock, 
the parting of the Jordan River, the falling down of 
the walls of Jericho, the elongation of light in 
Joshua's long day, the fire from heaven at Mt. Car
mel, the raising of the dead by Elijah and Elisha, an 
axe head floating, the widow's meal and oil not run
ning out, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 
fiery furnace, Daniel in the lions' den, and Jonah be
ing swallowed and burped out by the big fish. 

In the New Testament, the life of Jesus is laced 
with miracles. For example, out of the 661 verses in 
the gospel of Mark, 31 percent or 209 verses are sto-
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ries of miracles. Besides Jesus' birth to a virgin, and 
his resurrection and ascension at the end, Jesus him
self per formed some 35 spec ific miracles and many 
uncata loged miracles. 

You remember some of the miracles of Jesus: 
• turning of water into wine, 
• healing of the blind man on the Jericho road, 
• casting out of the demons of the man in the 

graveyard, 
• raising of the widow of Nain's son, 
• multiplyi ng of the loaves and fi shes, 
• walking on the water, 
• calming of the storm, 
• healing of the man that was blind for 40 years, 
• raising of Lazarus from the dead 
The miracles of Jesus are integral to w ho he is. 

His teac hings either follow miracles or precede 
miracles and they are tightly woven together. 

In the gospel of John, the miracles of Jesus heal
ing a blind man precede teaching o n Jesus being the 
light of the world. 

The miracle story of J esus multi plying loaves and 
fishes brings on teaching about Jesus being the bread 
of life that came clown from heaven. 

The raising of Lazarus from the dead gives Jesus 
opportunity to teac h about the resurrecti on of be
lievers and the story ties into the Jewish leaders' de
cision to kill Jesus. 

What this says is that we cannot go th ro ugh the 
four gospels and remove the miracles and still have a 
sensible, understandable biography of Jesus. 

Thomas Jeffe rson, our t hird president, was a 
skeptical deist who tried to do that. He took a scis
sors-and-paste approach to the gospel and cut out 
everyth ing miraculous fro m the sto ry of Jesus. H e 
produced his own "Bible": The Life and Morals of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 

H owever, the miracles are d irectly related to 
Jesus' miss ion, his life, and hi s teachings. They are 
not ad hoc, tacked-on , useless appendages. They can
not be omitted with out destroying Jesus. The story 
of Jesus without the miracles is not worth beli eving. 

Here is a shee r of fine paper that has a water
mark in the center. Now if I want to remove the wa
rer mark, I will have to destroy this paper. The only 
way to remove the watermark is to cu t it out. I can 
do that, but I destroy the pape r. The same is true 
with the gospels. We destroy the gospels if we exor
cise the miracles of Jesus. The miracles of Jesus are a 
part of the fundamenta l stratum of the gospel. There 
is no Christology without a miracle-working Jesus. 

The miracles of Jesus have the three criteria I 
named earlier : t hey are direct interventions of the 
power of God over life and nature; they are for the 
good and benefit of peo ple; and they have a purpose 
of authen ticating and confirmi ng Jesus' person and 
authori ty. 

The miracles of Jesus are not sensational, atten
ti on-grabbing magic acts sepa rated from their con

I 
texts. 

For example, Jesus never said, "See that tree over 
there. Watch me make it burst into flames." The 
miracles are authenticate and confirm who Jesus is. 

This is what Jesus said in John 5: "I tell you the 
truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do 
only what he sees his father doing, because whatever 
the Father does the Son also does .... For just as the 
Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so 
the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. .. . 
Fo r the very work that the Father has given me to 
finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father 
has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself 
testified concerning me" (vv. 19, 22, 36-37). 

In John chapter 10, Jesus says, "The miracles I do 
in my Father's name speak for me ... .1 have shown you 
many great mi racles from the Father. ... Do nor believe 
me unless I do what my Father does. But if I do, even 
t hough you do not believe me, beli eve the miracles 
that you may know and understand that the Father is 
in me, and I in the Father" (vv. 25 , 37-38). 

Then in chapter 14, Jesus speaks again , "Believe 
in me when I say that I am in the Father and the Fa
ther is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of 
the miracles themselves" (v. 11). 
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The miracles of Jesus perfectly fit in with his na
ture as the Son of God. If he existed from all eternity, 
and he became flesh and lived among us for thirty
four years, then it is appropriate that he demon
strates divine power. 

But some people have raised questions about the 
miracles of the Bible. 

A common objection is, "Miracles are contrary 
to natural law. Nothing exists but nature and natural 
law. Therefore, miracles do not exist." 

This denies the existence of God. Of course, if 
God does not exist, then there are no interventions 
from God. The place to begin with this question, 
then, is to discuss the existence of God. If God ex
ists, and if he created the world, then, it is reasonable 
to say that God intervened in this world. 

Nothing can prohibit God from doing anything 
that is within his nature to do. 

This view also assumes that natural laws can ex
plain everything that exists. 

But we must remember that what we call the 
laws of nature are only our observations of unifor
mity or constancy in nature. They are not forces that 
initiate action or produce events. They are general 
statements of the way that nature acts. 

Nature cannot explain many things like the 
events of history, automobile accidents, man's free
will and independence to act according to his choos
ing, man's sense of right and wrong [his ethics, his 
morality, and his conscience], man's sense of beauty, 
and the design and purposefulness in the universe. 

Natural forces or laws did not originate them
selves. They have a lawgiver, a designer who set all 
these things in order. The so-called laws of nature 
have no life of their own. They operate according to 
the will of the creator who set them in motion and 
who is behind them all. 

The laws of nature can be interrupted by an out
side force. Experience teaches us that natural forces 
like gravity will operate unless there is an intervening 
outside force that interrupts them. 

For example, God designed the law of gravity to 
make this an orderly and stable world. 

So, the law of gravity says that if I drop this ob
ject, it will fall and hit this table. If I do it again, it 
will do the same thing. So I could do it again and 
again and the same result occurs. This allows for an 
orderly and stable world. This is good and beneficial 
for us. 

But I am going to do it again, and the object will 
not hit the table. Watch now what I am going to do 

18 ~;:aVoJ~S:tion 

will intervene in the law of gravity. If I drop the ob
ject but catch it with the other hand, it will not hit 
the table. 

My catching the object with my hand does not 
deny the law of gravity. It does not contradict the 
law of gravity. It only intervenes and supersedes the 
law of gravity. That's why a 500 ton aircraft is able to 
fly. The laws of aerodynamics supersede the law of 
gravity. Aerodynamics does not contradict gravity; 
they just intervene and operate on a different law. 
Miracles work that way. They do not contradict na
ture; they just intervene into and supersede nature. 
Miracles occur when God intervenes into the natural 
world and exercises his creative, controlling power. 

Another may object, "Miracles are unscientific 
and, therefore, I do not believe in them." 

There are two different kinds of proof: scientific 
and legal-historical. 

Scientific proof deals with things than can be 
demonstrated and repeated in the laboratory. But we 
know many things as true that cannot be scientifi
cally proven. We cannot prove scientifically that any 
person or event of history occurred, but that doesn't 
mean it isn't true. If all you had was the scientific 
method, you could not prove that you watched tele-
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vision last night or that you had tacos for lunch on 
Thursday. There's no way to repeat those events in a 
laboratory. The scientific method can be used only to 
prove repeatable events. It cannot say anything about 
history. It can't say anything abo ut Julius Caesa r, 
Martin Luther King Jr. , Babe Ruth, or Jesus Chri st. 

Lega l-historical proof depends on oral testimony, 
written testimony, and physical exhibits. Using the 
legal-historical method , you can prove beyond doubt 
that you watched telev ision bst night and that you 
had tacos on Thursday. Your fri ends saw you, you can 
tell where you were and w hat you saw, the wait staff 
remembers you, and you have the restaurant receipt 

The only way to prove anything from history is 
to use the legal-historical method. Science cannot tell 
you anything about miracles or about the existence 
of Jesus Christ, nor can science tell yo u if George 
Was hington was the first president of the United 
States, but that doesn't mean it's no t true. The legal
historica l proof of Jesus demands an intell igent faith 
based on testimony and evidence. 

Jesus never expected us to commi t intell ectual 
su icide in order to follow him. In fact, John says that 
he wrote his gospel with its mi raculous signs as ev i
dence so that people would believe that Jesus is rhe 
Christ the son of God Uohn 20:30-3 1). 

God never asks us to be li eve witho ut evidence. 
T hat's why he has given us so much evidence of him
self and of Jesus . 

The very statement that if something is not 
proven scientifically, then it cannot be true is a state
ment that itself cannot be proven scienti fica lly. 

It is a philosophical sta temen t, nor a scientific 
statement. Be li ef in God and disbelief in God are 
philosophical positions and cannot be proven o r 
disproven by the scientific method. 

An objector says, "Miracles are fraudu lent re
ports, mistaken views, or psychosomatic experience . 

Are these fraudulent reports? Look at the record. 
New Testament documents were w ri tten by eyewit
nesses or friends of eyewitnesses. 

These documents were writte n during the li fe
times of the contempora ries of Jesus and the 
apostles. If these claims wer e untrue o r non-histori
cal, they could easily have been denied or refu ted by 
thousands of con temporaries. But they were not. 
Even the opponents of Jesus did not deny that the 
miracles occurred. T he opponents of Jesus attributed 
his power to those of the devil , but they did no t deny 
that they occurred. 

Scholars say that if any ancient event is recorded 

in at least two documents, then it is probably true. 
Yet we have in the New Testament fou r independent 
witnesses- Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Their 
history should be accepted as much as any record of 
history. It is prejudicia l bias t hat rejects Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John and yet accepts other histories 
of the era that are not attested to as much. 

These New Testament documents are preserved 
in some 25,000 textual witnesses, among them some 
5,600 manuscripts or portions of the Greek New 
Testament. These copies come to us very early, some 
within the fifty years after their composition. 

The gospe ls and the book of Acts are fi lled with 
names of cit ies, people, events, and locations that 
have been confirmed in history or archaeology. 
T hese are not fi ctitious, fanciful, stories 'of magic and 
superstition . The men who wrote these documents 
died for their fa ith. It was either renounce it or die, 
and they choose death. People do not knowingly die 
for what they know is a lie. 

(Dr. Calvin Warpula preaches for the West Univer
sity church in Houston. His essay on miracles is inter
esting and astonishing.) 
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Let Freedom Ring 

Washington DC, Jan. 21,2009 I 03:19am 
(CNA).- Former Supreme Court nomi
nee Judge Robert Bork has predicted that 

upcoming legal battles will have significant ramifica
tions for religious freedom. He names as issues of 
major concern the continued freedom of Catholic 
hospitals to refuse to perform abortions and the 
likely "terrible conflict" resulting from the advance
ment of homosexual rights. 

Speaking in an interview published by Cybercast 
News Service, Judge Bork discussed the contentious 
nature of modern politics. 

"Everything is up for debate these days. I can't 
think of anything that isn't," he said. 

"You are going to get Catholic hospitals that are 
going to be required as a matter of law to perform 
abortions," he claimed. 

"We are going to see in the near future a terrible 
conflict between claimed rights of homosexuals and 
religious freedom. . .. You are going to get Catholic 
or other groups' relief services that are going to be 
required to allow adoption of a child by homosexual 
couples. We are going to have a real conflict that 
goes right to the heart of the society." 

Asked whether there was a freedom of con
science clause anywhere in the Constitution that 
might prohibit the U.S. government from compelling 
a religious hospital to perform abortions, he replied: 

"Well, the free exercise of religion clause might 
fulfill that role." 

He agreed with the CNS interviewer, Editor-in
Chief Terry Jeffrey, that such coercion forces some
one to act against their religion and could be con
strued as a violation of the right to free exercise of 
religion. 

However, Judge Bork was unsure about whether 
the U.S. Supreme Court would uphold such a 
right. He predicted the decision would rest with Su
preme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, who in some 
cases sides with liberals and at other times· with 
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"originalists," those who profess to hold a more tradi
tion-minded interpretation of the U.S. Constitution. 

"It depends upon Anthony Kennedy," Judge 
Bork told CNS. "Now, it's a funny situation in which 
the moral life of a nation is in effect decided by one 
judge, because you have four solid liberal votes, four 
solid originalist votes, and one vote you can't predict 
too accurately in advance." 

Though Justice Kennedy is a Catholic, he sided 
with the majority who upheld the pro-abortion 
rights Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade in the 
1992 case Planned Parenthood v. Casey. 

Judge Bork said that a decision involving the 
freedom of Catholic hospitals to refuse to perform 
abortions would split by a 5-4 vote. 

"But I don't know which way," he added. 
The Cybercast News interview with the jurist 

also touched upon the place of religion in public life. 
"I don't think the disputants talk much about 

God anymore," Judge Bork commented. "That's one 
of the things that I think is regrettable - and I know 
liberals have said the same thing, it is not a conserva
tive position particularly- but it is regrettable that 
religion has dropped out of our public discourse. I 
think it impoverishes it and makes it more violent." 

He explained that he believed this violence was 
not armed conflict, but rather "violent language and 
propaganda." 

Judge Bork said he also thought that America is 
"now going down a path towards kind of a happy
go-lucky nihilism." 

"A lot of people are nihilists," he continued. 
"They don't think about religion. They don't think 
about ultimate questions. They go along. They worry 
about consumer goods, comfort, and so forth. 

''As a matter of fact, the abortion question is 
largely a question about convenience. If you look at 
the polls about why people have abortions, 90 per
cent of it has nothing to do with medical conditions. 
It's convenience. And that's I think an example of 
the secularization of an issue that ought to have a re
ligious dimension." 

When asked whether a nihilistic society can re
main "happy-go-lucky" for long, Judge Bork replied: 

"I don't know. I guess we are going to find out." 
FF 



Isaiah, Chapter Twelve· 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

I saiah counseled kings and urged a nation to re
pent, but they ignored his good advice. As a re
sult, Babylon carried Israel into captivity. 
The Prophet with the eyes of a Seer peered into 

the future and saw the exiles returning to their 
homeland. He paints a beautiful picture of wander
ers coming home with unbounded joy. 

Isaiah also looked past the return of the captives 
to the day when the Branch would set up his king
dom on earth. 

The prophet begins by saying, "And in that day 
thou shalt say, I will give thanks unto thee, 0 Jehovah; 
for though thou wast angry with me, thine anger is 
turned away and thou comfortest me" (Isa. 12: 1). 

The happiness of these long ago returning Jews 
pales into nothing compared to the perfect joy and 
peace given to those who are delivered from the 
"bondage of sin unto death." 

It is said of those who accepted Peter's preaching 
on Pentecost that they "gladly received his word" 
(Acts 2:41 KJV). There was much joy in the city of 
Samaria when the people believed Philip preaching 
Jesus and the kingdom (Acts 8:8}. The eunuch from 
Ethiopia "went on his way rejoicing" after his bap
tism (Acts 8:39). Saul, upon his conversion, took 
food and was strengthened (Acts 9: 19). Salvation 
brings happiness. 

The joy of breathing the free air of redemption is 
not delirium. It is not the frenzy of unbridled em<?
tions expressed in the bedlam of Pentecostalism, but 
it is calm, deep-down joy that comes from making 
peace with God. 

Such tranquility is undisturbed by any outward 
pressure and overcomes all obstacles because it is an
chored to the Rock of our salvation. 

The child of God looks into the bright, blue eyes 
of hope and is unafraid and happy. 

Isaiah remembers the anger of Jehovah. The 
comfort of the nation freed from Persian rule was 
rooted in the wrath of God. 

Every parent knows the rod of correction can 
save a rebellious child from depravity. The con
science of the criminal may be too seared to feel re
morse. What is true of individuals is true of nations 

for nations are composed of individuals. 
It is sad when God no longer punishes offenders 

but coolly ignores them. This happens when sin
hardened people become impervious to right doing 
because of the habit of being wicked. Stony hearts 
are untouchable by even the tender appeals of love. 

God cared enough for sinful Israel to punish the 
wicked nation and bring the people to their senses. 
God's angry punishment saved Israel and the prom
ise to Abraham kept. 

"It is for chastening that ye endure; God dealeth · 
with you as with sons; for what son is there whom 
his father chasteneth not? But if ye are without chas
tening, whereof all have been made partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons" (Heb. 12:7-8). 

Isaiah continues his song of thanksgiving by say
ing, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and 
will not be afraid; for Jehovah, even Jehovah, is my 
strength and song; and he is become my salvation" 
(lsa. 12:2}. 

Moses expressed this same sentiment when the 
chosen people escaped the Egyptian army at the Red 
Sea (Exod. 15 :2}. The elements of this powerful 
piece of prose are spellbinding to attentive folk. 

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends." 
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Trust in a supreme power banishes fear. In God, 
we see a perfect balance of power and love. Power 
without love is brutality. Love without power is 
weakness. God is neither brutal nor weak because he 
possesses both infinite power and infinite love. 

Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that justifieth; who 
is he that condemneth? It is Christ jesus that 
died, yea rather, that was raised from the 
dead, who is at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
Even as it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; We were accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us (Rom. 8:33-37). 

The saint can be confident that God will keep 
him safe and secure. The promise to keep us from all 
evil does not mean ordinary problems or even ex
traordinary difficulties. We must all face the random 
vicissitudes of our earthly sojourn. One man may be 
free from pain and disease. Another may be in a state 
of severe physical anguish most of his life. If they 
obey the Lord, both are under the protection of God 
and assured they will suffer no evil, that is, no eter
nal loss. 

David walked through "the valley of the shadow 
of death," but declared "I will fear no evil." We, too, 
may walk through gloomy paths but feel no terror. 
He who watches over us neither slumbers nor sleeps. 

All our earthly hopes may be blasted and our 
health nearly gone, but we have nothing to dread; if 
enemies kill us, we but die. "Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell." 

Our serenity and happiness do not depend on 
outward things, but on the fatness and fullness of the 
soul. 

Our hope is to stand one bright day on the 
mountaintop of glory and join the redeemed of all 
ages and the heavenly host as we sing the victory 
song of Moses and the Lamb. 

Isaiah tells of the satisfaction the Branch gives: 
"Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the 
wells of salvation" (lsa. 12:3}. 

Later, at a temple ceremony, "Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scrip-
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ture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of liv
ing water" Oohn 7:37-38). 

Jesus is the water of life and gives total satisfac
tion to the thirsty soul. Those who "hunger and 
thirst after righteousness" are to be filled (Matt. 5 :6). 
"Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst" Oohn 6:36). 

When Jesus says that his followers shall never 
thirst there is an implied condition. Jesus said, "he 
that believeth on me shall never thirst," making be
lieving on him the condition of not thirsting. Belief 
comes by hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17). 

It is possible for a believer to become an unbe
liever. The sow that was washed can wallow again in 
the mire (2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

To enjoy not thirsting we must continually drink 
of the living water. "For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. 7: 17). 

"And in that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, 
call upon his name, declare his doings among the 
people, make mention that his name is exalted" (lsa. 
12:4). 

Our great commission is to "go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 
16: 15). It is the duty of every baptized believer to 
teach the gospel to other mortals. Out of his belly 
the living waters flow. 

The gospel is the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:1-4 ). It includes, of course, the 
vital elements that connect the sinner with the sacri
fice of the Lamb. "We are buried with him by bap
tism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 
also should walk in newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). By 
the blood of Jesus our robes are made white (Rev. 
7:14). 

The sacrifice of Jesus is adequate. Christ 
"needeth not daily, like those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifices, first for his own sins, and then for the sins 
of the people: for this he did once for all, when he 
offered up himself" (Heb. 9:27). 

Jesus' priesthood and sacrifice are "not after the 
law of a carnal command, but after the power of an 
endless life." 

Paul preached the gospel boldly and without an 
apology because it is God's power to save (Rom. 
1:16). First-century saints were unabashed in teach
ing the world about Jesus and the church. They ex-



hibited no embarrassment and showed no remorse 
or shame in the cross and its power. 

We, like them, must never be ashamed of the gos
pel. We must never be roo timid to speak of the one 
body, one fa ith, and one baptism. Ir pleases the one 
God, o ne Lord, and one Spiri t for us to speak o ur 
bravely and by Christ's authority. Our continual 
drinking of the water of life assures us tha t we wi ll 
gain the one hope, w hich is our heavenly prize. 

The Lord does nor need shifting, uncertain, 
trendy, quaint preachers ... men whose presentation 
depends on the mood of the masses. We do not need 
fa lse doctrine and bizarre, crackpot, Bohemian 
preachers w hose ai m is to entertain the people and 

tickle them. What we need are men of God who will 
declare the whole counsel of God. 

The deepest need of every person is to overcome 
sin. Preaching that does not confront, identify, and 
condemn sin through the word of God does not 
meet the world's need. Preaching that does nor exalt 
the cross by clearly teaching what sinners must do to 
be saved is worthless. It may excite and please people 
to be told "you're okay just as you are and there is no 
need for repentance," but God is not pleased. Let us 
hold high the banner of truth and ring out the mes
sage of salvation. 
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Saudi· School 

EXANDRIA, Va. - An Islamic school in 
orthern Virginia with close ties to the Saudi 
overnment has revised its religious text

books in an effort to end years of criticism tha t the 
school fosters hatred and into lerance. 

W hile the Islamic Saudi Academy deleted some 
of the most contentious passages from the texts, cop
ies provided to The Associated Press show that 
enough sensitive mater ial remains to fuel critics who 
claim the books show in tolerance toward those who 
do nor fo llow strict interpretations of Islam. 

The academy, which teaches nearly 900 students 
in grades K-12 a t its campus just outside the Capitol 
Beltway, developed new Islamic studies textbooks 
fo r all grades after a 2008 congressional report 
called portions of the previous editi ons troubling. 
The school provided the AP copies of the new text
books, which revise language on hot-button issues 
such as req uiring women to cover their heads and 
how Muslims should relate to people of other reli
giOns. 

School officials say the books are part of the 
school's effort to promote universa l values of tole r
ance and kindness and modernize some of the les
sons. 

They 've had to make similar defenses before. 
The school was founded in 1984 and large ly 

stayed out of the spotlight until t he Sept. 11 attacks, 
which focused attention on the Saudi educational 
system. In December 2001, two fo rmer JSA students, 

Mohammed El-Yaco ubi and Mohammed Osman 
Idris, were denied entry into Israel when authorities 
there found El-Yacoubi carrying what the FBI be
lieved was a suicide note linked to a plan ned ma rtyr
dom operation in Israel. 

In 2005, a former ISA valed ictorian, Ahmed 
Omar Abu Ali, was convicted in federal court of join
ing ai-Qaida while attending college in Saudi Arabia 
and plotting to assass inate President George W 
Bush. 

Last year, the school's then-director, Abdalla al
Shabnan, was convicted of fai ling to report a sus
peered case of child sex abuse . 
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Last year also was when the U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom release'd a report 
saying the school's textbooks contained several trou
bling passages, including one saying it is permissible 
for Muslims to kill adulterers and converts from Is
lam and another saying "the Jews conspired against 
Islam and its people." 

The new books don't contain those passages. 
The AP reviewed them with assistance from Ali al
Ahmed, director of the Institute for Gulf Mfairs in 
Washington, who has criticized the academy and the 
books used there and in schools in Saudi Arabia. 

While the academy's books borrow extensively 
from those used in the Saudi system, they also revise 
and delete certain words and passages. For instance, 
the books used in Saudi Arabia say that women must 
cover their face and body to conform with Islam's te
nets. The ISA textbooks, though, only talk about 
covering the body. Words like "kaffir," which is often 
translated as "infidel," have been replaced with more 
neutral words like "non-Muslim." 

Some sensitive sections survived the revisions, 
though. One of the few references to Christians and 
Jews, or "People of the Book," disparages scholars in 
those faiths for rejecting the truth of Islam. 

"Scholars of the People of the Book know that Is
lam is the true path because they find it in their 
books," an 11th-grade textbook reads. "But they shy 
away out of ignorance and stubbornness. And God 
knows their deeds and will judge them." 

The school's director, Abdulrahman Alghofaili, 
said Judaism, Christianity and Islam all claim to "set 
themselves apart as singular representatives of divine 
truth and the path to salvation." The passage in the 
textbook, he said, is no different from the First Com
mandment, which states, "You shall have no other 
gods before me." 

Alghofaili said the changes were meant to better 
translate lessons from an ancient text for a modern 
audience, and weren't made to appease outside critics. 

"We know our students' needs. We believe these 
books match their needs," Alghofaili said. 

Al-Ahmed, whose group monitors politics and 
education in the Gulf, said the revised texts now be
ing used at ISA make some small improvements in 
tone. But he said it's clear from the books that the 
core ideology behind them - a puritanical strain of 
Islam known as Wahhabism that is dominant within 
Saudi Arabia - remains intact. 

"It shows they have no intention of real reform," 
al-Ahmed said. 
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Al-Ahmed cited other passages that, while not of
fensive, reflect what he sees as a medieval mentality 
despite the academy's efforts to modernize. One 
chapter deals extensively with sorcery, for instance, 
while another warns Muslims to be careful in accept
ing party and wedding invitations from non-Mus
lims. 

"We don't live in the desert 1,000 years ago," al
Ahmed said. "It's disconnected from today because 
the authorities themselves are disconnected." 

Eleanor Doumato, a visiting fellow in interna
tional studies at Brown University who reviewed the 
textbooks at the academy's request, endorsed their 
contents. 

These "books do not contain inflammatory ma
terial, nor do they encourage students to exhibit in
tolerance," she wrote in a letter co-signed by Gre
gory Starrett, an anthropology professor at the Uni
versity of North Carolina at Charlotte. "In addition, 
these books counsel patience, gratitude, kindness, 
honesty and other important moral qualities that are 
encouraged by Muslims and non-Muslitns alike." 

Doumato and Starrett were paid by the academy 
to conduct their review. 

Dwight Bashir, a policy analyst with the U.S. 
Commission on International Religious Freedom, 
said an independent academic review of the new 
textbooks is needed. 

One such review is being conducted by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, a re
gional accrediting body. The association initiated a 
review of the school's accreditation status last year, 
and is looking at the new textbooks as part of its re
view. Spokeswoman Jennifer Oliver said the review 
is ongoing (CR Daily, Mar. 14, 2009). 
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I Am A Traditionalist 
By A. B. Gregoreo 

In our postmodern world anything older than yes
terday is suspect. Those embracing this phi
losophy seem to run from the past like the wa

ters rushing over the cataract. They don't know what 
the future holds, but they are racing to embrace it. 
Fortunately not everyone is part of this mindless 
herd. 

Those who have studied history and lived long 
enough to appreciate what has been passed down to 
them know the value of tradition. Consider the fol
lowing: 

I love the traditions of marriage, home and fam
ily that we inherited. Is there anything more lovely 
than a young man and woman pledging their faith 
and love to each other till death doth part them? Is 
there a scene more thrilling than the birth of a child 
into a loving home with both a father and mother to 
care for it? There are family traditions like a dad be
ing the head of the home and mom being the queen 
of the family who nurtures and guides her children. 
Children are blest whose family shared hugs and 
kisses. I love family traditions like birthday parties, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas family meals. I was 
blest by the tradition of the extended family gather
ing once or twice a year to keep the ties strong. I 
learned the tradition of family members caring for 
their aged relatives and not resenting it. 

I appreciate the traditional values that were im
parted about how to treat other folks. For example, 
Respect others! Respect their property! Never take 
that which belongs to another! Be kind to all, espe
cially those who are unfortunate. Show respect to 
your elders. Give them your seat. Address them 
properly such as Mr. Jones or Ms. Smith. Answer 
adults and those in authority with Yes, Sir or Yes, 
Ma'am. Respect those in positions of authority: 
teachers, officers of the law, employers. Treat every
one the way you would like to be treated (Matt. 
7: 12). Obey the rules of your schools and your com
munity. If you get in trouble for breaking the rules, 
don't expect your parents to blame the authorities. 
Disobedience will bring penalties. 

I love the traditions taught me regarding work. 
Work is honorable and it is good for you. We can 

have the things that we want if we are willing to 
work and earn the money to pay for them. As we 
grow up, we must not expect others to provide for 
us. Respectable people find employment and make 
their own way. When someone is good enough to 
hire you, be prompt, be diligent, do your best and be 
totally honest in your work. Show your employer 
your appreciation. It is shameful for a healthy person 
to be lazy or to beg from others. Do not expect to 
start at the top. You have to start at the bottom and 
work your way up in your profession. Let your word 
be your bond. Once you have promised you would 
do something, by all means do it! 

I appreciate the traditions about personal con
duct that were passed down to me. My mother was 
my moral instructor but so were my school teachers. 
Be honest Tell the truth. Never cheat. Work hard. Do 
not curse nor take God's name in vain. Don't steal. 
Don't gamble or drink alcoholic beverages. Keep 
yourself morally pure and avoid immoral people. Be 
very careful of your friends .. They can help you stay 
on the right path or lead you into trouble. Pay your 
bills promptly. Better to miss a meal and wear 
patched clothes than to fail to pay your debts. Notice 
that most of the traditions were based squarely on 
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the teaching of the scripture! 
I love the traditions I learned about our country. 

In my earliest memories, we were a nation engaged 
in a mortal struggle with Germany, Italy and Japan. 
My parents worked in defense plants. My father read 
the daily paper and listened to the radio news and 
discussed the progress of the war effort. We saw con
voys of military personnel heading for training and 
saluted them. Our radio stations opened and closed 
with patriotic songs. In kindergarten, each day we 
saluted the flag and sang God Bless America. We 
were taught patriotism. We heard songs about pa
triotism and service to our nation. We were proud to 
be Americans. Little boys played soldiers. We had toy 
guns and helmets. We admired and respected those 
men who fought for our nation. We were taught that 
America was a noble nation. The virtues of America 
were extolled, and we were reminded that we living 
in the greatest nation. We heard the Bible read and 
prayers expressed at our school events and were not 
harmed by them. Rather than dwelling endlessly on 
our poorest presidents we were taught to love and 
respect those who were great leaders. 

The Firm Foundation 
of God· Standeth 

edited by Bill Cline 

The 33 chapters in this 1984 Firm Foundation lecture
ship book were written by 33 gospel preachers including 
Bill Jackson, Thomas B. Warren, Jim Dobbs, W.R. 
Craig, Johnny Ramsey, H.A. (Buster) Dobbs, Perry Co
tham, Joe Gilmore, Roy Deaver, George Dehoff, 
Winfred Clark, Roy Hearn, John Priola, Mark Lewis, 
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I love the traditions that were passed on to me 
about religion. From childhood I was taught that 
there was a God in heaven to whom we must give an 
account (Rom. 14:12). I was taught never to take his 
name in vain (Exod. 20:7). I learned that attending 
church and worshiping was expected of everyone on 
the first day of the week (Heb. 10:25). I learned to 
respect the Bible as a holy book that contained God's 
will for me (2 Tim. 3: 15). I learned to show rever
ence and respect while participating in the worship 
of God. I learned to sing God's praise with hymns 
loved by my grandparents and mother. I learned to 
sit in reverent silence while the Lord's Supper was 
observed each Sunday (Acts 20:7). I learned to ap
preciate those men of God whose hearts and minds 
were full of God's truth; who could teach great les
sons from it and impress their hearers with their duty 
to obey it. I learned that those who wished to be 
saved confessed their faith and were buried with 
Christ in baptism (Rom. 6:3-4). I saw grown men 
and women confess their sins, often with weeping. I 
saw their fellow-Christians rush to embrace them 
and encourage them. I was taught that Christ built 
only one church (Matt. 16:18) and that he expect us 
to be members of it. We were Christians (Acts 
11 :26), nothing more nor less. We followed the Bible 
alone and wanted to be like the first Christians. 

These traditions have served me well for 70 
years. While I have sometimes failed to comply with 
them, they have never failed me. They are still wor
thy of my compliance. When I hear a secularist, with 
the hiss of a serpent, hurl the charge "You are a tradi
tionalist," I freely confess that I am indeed. When I 
hear liberal change agents accuse me and my breth
ren of being traditionalists, I likewise confess that I 
gladly "hold the traditions which (I) was taught ... " (2 
Thess. 2:14 ). These are not traditions of men. These 
spiritual traditions were first spoken by the Lord and 
then passed down to us from the hands of his chosen 
apostles (Heb. 2:3; 2 Thess. 3:6). The man who has 
outgrown the traditions found in God's Word will 
have a hard time explaining himself on the day of 
judgment (Rom. 14: 12)r 
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Potpourri ••. 
exander Pope, An Essay on Man, first para
graph of the second book, summarizes some 
of the religious and humanistic tenets of the 

poem and is well-worth pondering: 
Know then thyself, presume not God to scan 
The proper study of Mankind is Man. 
Placed on this isthmus of a middle state, 
A Being darkly wise, and rudely great: 
With too much knowledge for the Sceptic side, 
With too much weakness for the Stoic's pride, 
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or rest; 
In doubt to deem himself a God, or Beast; 
In doubt his mind and body to prefer; 
Born but to die, and reas'ning but to err; 
Alike in ignorance, his reason such, 
Whether he thinks too little, or too much; 
Chaos of Thought and Passion, all confus' d; 
Still by himself, abus' d or disabus' d; 
Created half to rise and half to fall; 
Great Lord of all things, yet a prey to all, 
Sole judge of truth, in endless error hurl'd; 
The glory, jest and riddle of the world. 

I can think of no better introduction to this 
month's "Potpourri." 

So, here we go, looking once again at modern 
man's foibles and wit. 

Dispensational 
Premillennia.lism 
Refuted, Again 
(An expose of pretribulation dogma) 

by Bruce Curd 

A very careful, sane, and non-speculative exposure of 
this most dangerous system. Hundreds of trouble
some questions answered. - 180 pgs. • paperback. 

$9.99 
plus $3.00 s/h 
Texas residents add 6. 25% tax 
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Hellflen for the Godless? 
• Linkedin 
+ Digg 
• Facebook 
+Mixx 
• Yahoo! Buzz 
• Permalink 
• The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 

published a controversial survey in which 70 percent 
of Americans said that they believed religions other 
than theirs could lead to eternal life. 

Sixty-five percent of respondents said that other 
religions could lead to eternal life. But this time, to 
clear up any confusion, Pew asked them to specify 
which religions. The respondents essentially said all 
of them. 

And they didn't stop there. Nearly half also 
thought that atheists could go to heaven and most 
thought that people with no religious faith also could 
go. 

What on earth does this mean? 
Also, many Christians apparently view their di

dactic text as flexible. According to Pew's August 
survey, only 39 percent of Christians believe that the 
Bible is the literal word of God, and 18 percent think 
that it's just a book written by men and not the word 
of God at all. (Some of them are professors at the uni
versity, and apparently oblivious to the criminality 
and absurdity of a godless life.) 

Bye Bye Baby 
• WASHINGTON- The White House recently 

struck down a ban against taxpayer funded abortions 
abroad. 

The move was warmly welcomed by liberal 
groups and denounced by defenders of unborn chil
dren. 

The ban has been a political football since Presi
dent Ronald Reagan first adopted it 1984. 

"For too long, international family planning as
sistance has been used as a political wedge issue, the 
subject of a back and forth debate that has served 
only to divide us," President Obama said in a state
ment released by the White House. "I have no desire 
to continue this stale and fruitless debate." 



How to leaf Wives 
• An Egyptian Muslim cleric has instructed that 

husbands should not beat their wives to the point 
that their beauty is scarred or bones are broken, but 
that it should be clear that: ''A word would be 
enough for any wife with lofty morals, but with you, 
words do not help." 

The instruction comes from Egyptian Cleric 
Galal Al-Khatib, whose sermon was broadcast on 
All-Rahma Television on Dec. 24, 2008. It has been 
interpreted by MEMRI, the Middle East Media Re
search Institute, an independent nonprofit that pro
vides translations of media reports from the Middle 
East and analysis of those reports. 

He explains there are three stages of discipline 
for wives under Islam: Admonishment, banishment 
and beating (WorldNetDaily). 

Debate 
• Around Hollywood and the rest of the U.S., 

billboards carry the messages "Imagine No Religion" 
and "Praise Darwin- Evolve Beyond Belief." 

Across the Atlantic, hundreds of buses traveling 
the roads of England are plastered with the sign 
"There's probably no God. Now stop worrying and 
enjoy your life." 

At the same time that Darwin's fans are celebrat
ing, proponents of creationism are hosting public fo
rums and releasing books outlining a growing body 
of evidence pointing toward a super-intelligent de
signer of life. 

D'Souza said. "[I]f there is intelligence embodied 
in the laws of nature and it takes science so much in
genuity to get it out, who put it there? That is, in a 
nutshell, the argument for design." 

Debate over ... God won! 

Girls 
• An appeals court in California ruled this week 

in favor of a Christian school in an anti-discrimina
tion case. 

In September 2005, California Lutheran High 
School in Wildomar expelled two girls after they ad
mitted to the school principal that they had told 
other students they were lesbians, and that they had 
engaged in lesbian conduct with each other - in di
rect violation of the school's code of conduct. The 
girls' parents then filed a lawsuit, claiming discrimi
nation against their daughters. 

Attorney Tim Tracey is handling the case. 
"The question before the court was whether or 

not private religious schools were subject to state 

anti-discrimination laws," he explains. "[Essentially] 
does it violate those laws for a private religious 
school to say we want our students to abide by our 
beliefs and to live according to rules of conduct that 
are consistent with those Christian beliefs?" 

A lower court and now the 4rh District Court of 
Appeal in Riverside have ruled in favor of the school. 
It remains unclear whether this latest ruling will be 
appealed to the California Supreme Court, a body 
that has ruled in favor of special rights for homo
sexuals the past several years. That concerns Tracey. 

"When the question before it is gay rights versus 
religious freedom, the California Supreme Court said 
'we go with gay rights,"' says Tracey. ''And this is ob
viously a case that I can see the California Supreme 
Court being very eager to take and to rule on." 

Don't Ask, Don't Tell 
• WASHINGTON - The President will allow 

gays to serve openly in the military by overturning 
the controversial "don't ask, don't tell" policy that 
marred President Clinton's first days in office, ac
cording to incoming White House Press Secretary 
Robert Gibbs. 

The startling pronouncement, which could re
open a dormant battle in the culture wars and dis~ 
tract from other elements of Chama's agenda, came 
during a Gibbs exchange with members of the public 
who sent in questions that were answered on 
You Tube. 

"Thadeus of Lansing, Mich., asks, 'Is the new ad
ministration going to get rid of the "don't ask, don't 
tell policy?"' said Gibbs, looking into the camera. 
"Thadeus, you don't hear a politician give a one
word answer much. But it's, 'Yes."' 

florida Court 
• (Don't know if this happened, but it it did not, 

it should have) 
In Florida, an atheist created a case against the 

upcoming Easter and Passover holy days. 
The case was brought before a judge. After lis

tening to the lawyer's presentation, the judge banged 
his gavel declaring, "Case dismissed!" The lawyer 
immediately stood objecting to the ruling saying, 
"Your honor, how can you possibly dismiss this 
case? The Christians have Christmas, Easter; the 
Jews have Passover, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah; yet 
my client and all other atheists have no such holi
days." 

The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is 
April Fool's Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says in 
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his hea rt, there is no God.' Therefore, April 1" is his 
day. Court adjourned!" 

Illinois 

• CHICAGO- Judge Robert W Gerdeman of the 
federal U.S. District Courr in Chicago ruled that a 
stare law mandating a moment of silence in Illinois 
public schools is an unconstitutional endorsement of 
religion. H e had prev iously put the Il linois Silent 
Reflection and Student Prayer Act on hold while he 
considered the case filed by an atheist parent on be
half of his daughte r. 

The Illinois General Assembly had passed the law 
to allow students the choice to simply reflect on the 
day's activities or pray, and proponents argued that 
this d id not compel religious practice. However, the 
court found that the intent of the law was to encou r
age organized prayer in schools, and pointed to argu
ments made on the Assembly floor equating the mo
ment of si lence with legislative prayers . The court 
also found that the law favored religions that prac
tice silenr prayer over those who do not. 

Transgender Janitor 
• A pro-family advocate says parents in one Mas

sachusetts town were perplexed when they received 
a letter from the school district explaining changes 
the janitor made over the summer break. 

At the beginning of the 2008-09 school year, par
ents at t he C lara Barton Elementary School in Ox
ford, Mass., received a letter from the principal and 
superintendent, informing them that one of the 
school custodians had "changed his gender role" and 
ts now a woman. 

The school official s then informed parents that if 
their children, whose ages range from five-to-ten 
years o ld, ask school employees any questions con
cerning the custodian, they be lieve that "the best 
thing to tell them is that our custodian used to be a 
man. She has changed her gender and is now a 
woman." 

Brian Camenker with MassResistance is ap
palled . "Whether parents like that idea or not, [the 
school] decided that they were going to introduce 
thi s to kids if there were any questions. That's ex
tremely outrageous," he contends. "The whole idea 
that someone like this shou ld be in the public 
schools, of course, is beyond belief. " He says his or
ganization became aware of the situation when the 
uncle of a student gave him a copy of the letter. 

"From what I understand , everybody is afraid to 
speak out because they are afraid that their kids wil l 
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be treated badly [and be subject to] retribution by the 
school officials," he notes. 

Camenker believes parents are also fearful of lib
erals in the community and finds it troubling there is 
a cl imate of fear against speaking out. He adds that 
on the reverse side of the letter, school officials listed 
radical homosexual websires in order for parents to 
get more information on "transgender issues." 

Profanity 

• McKay H atch is a 15-year-o ld boy from South 
Pasadena, Calif., who people clea rly hate. He's re
ceived over 60,000 negative E-mails, most of them 
vicious, some including death threats that have 
spawned police and FBI investigations. What has thi s 
boy done that 's caused such ange r? Was he caught 
dealing drugs? Did he rage? Did he kill? No. He 
started a No Cussing Club. 

And for that he is vilified. H atch says some 
people are going out of their way to curse him at 
school, on the Internet, and on the phone. They send 
him pornographic magazine subscriptions. Not long 
ago, someone ordered $2,000 worth of pizza deliv
ered to Hatch's house. Then came the death threats. 

Lesbian Divorce 
• BOSTON- A lesbian couple who led the fight 

for homosexual marriage in Massachusetts has fi led 
for di vorce. Juli e and Hi llary Goodridge were 
among seven homosexual couples who filed a law-
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suit that led to a court ruling making Massachusetts 
the first state to legalize same-sex marriages in 2004. 
The couple became the public face of the debate in 
the state and married the first day same-sex mar
riages became legal. 

The divorce case was filed last week in Suffolk 
Probate and Family Court and was not unexpected. 
The couple announced they were separating in 2006. 

Too Bad 
• Half of Americans who call themselves "Chris

tian" don't believe Satan exists and fully one-third 
are confident that jesus sinned while on earth, ac
cording to a new Barna Group poll. 

Another 40 percent say they do not have a re
sponsibility to share their Christian faith with others, 
and 25 percent "dismiss the idea that the Bible is ac
curate in all of the principles it teaches," the organi
zation reports. 

Pollster George Barna said the results have huge 
implications. 

Dumb 
• A new $60,000 advertising campaign by the 

Washington, D.C.-based Council on American-Is
lamic Relations that claims on Florida buses that 
jesus was a Muslim is drawing protests .. 

''Apparently they will say anything to try to get 
people to convert to Islam. What ever happened to 
honesty?" asked a blogger on IslaminAction. 

According to a report in the South Florida Sun
Sentinel, dozens of people turned out today for a 
rally to publicize their opposition to having transit 
buses in the region carry the message, funded by 
CAIR, that says: "ISLAM: The Way of Life of Abra
ham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad." 

Dumber 
• According to court documents, Proposition 8 is 

now being challenged on the argument that it consti
tutes a revision of, rather than an amendment to, the 
California Constitution, that it violates the separa
tion of powers doctrine under the California Consti
tution and that it unfairly invalidates marriages of 
same-sex couples performed between May 15 and 
the fall election. 

The ACLJ brief argues that Proposition 8 is a val
idly enacted amendment that "does not create far 
reaching, sweeping, or profound changes in the 
state's constitutional scheme." The brief also asserts 
that the amendment does not violate the separation 
of powers under the California Constitution. 

"Petitioners bear a heavy burden of persuasion in 

challenging Proposition 8 - a duly enacted constitu
tional amendment- in light of the great weight that 
the California Constitution affords to the will of the 
people," the ACLJ brief asserts. "Through the pas
sage of Proposition 8, the people of California have 
spoken clearly and unequivocally regarding the defi
nition of marriage, and the amendment they ap
proved took effect the day after it was enacted." 

Dumbest 
• Americans for Truth about Homosexuality re

ported that sexual perverts plan a celebration in our 
nation's capitol and call it "Pig Orgy." 

It's appalling that the Hilton Doubletree Hotel 
chain is apparently so beholden to the mighty dollar 
that it would facilitate- in banquet rooms used by 
the public - a homosexual orgy boasting some of the 
most vile sex acts imaginable. Despite .initial denials 
by the hotel manager, I and other sources have veri
fied with the hotel's "Sales and Catering" and "Reser
vations" departments that, unbelievably, the hotel is 
in fact planning to go forward with the "gay" orgy. 

It's simply inexcusable that the Doubletree 
would place at risk the health of its staff and future 
guests by facilitating this orgy in rooms where food 
is served," continued Barber. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention statistics establish that men 
who have sex with men suffer infection from various 
forms of communicable disease, such as Hepatitis 
and HIV/ AIDS, at an astronomical rate. Lower in
come hotel staff will be tasked - ostensibly under 
penalty of job loss- with cleaning up the various 
forms of potentially infectious biological waste left 
behind. 

The "pig" orgy is being held in concert with the 
annual "Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend" (MAL) in 
D.C.- a three-day sadomasochistic celebration at
tended mostly by homosexual "leathermen" (Ameri
cans for Truth about Homosexuality Website). 

(In religion Liberalism is the number one threat 
because it drags after it every conceivable heresy. In 
morals the number one threat is the practice of homo
sexuality because it brings total degradation. We will 
keep an eye on the proposed homosexual orgy and let 
you know if it actually took place.) 

Marriage .Anyone? 
• A 36-year-old California man was arrested and 

booked in the Monterey County jail after allegedly 
selling his daughter for marriage and then calling po
lice to complain that her buyer had not paid off his 
debt. 
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Greenfield, Calif., police said Marcelino de Jesus 
Martinez, 36, tried to arrange for his 14-year-old 
daughter to marry Margarito de Jesus Galindo, 18, 
for $16,000 and 100 cases of beer, along with sev
eral cases of meat and other items. 

After the girl moved in with Galindo, Martinez 
called police to complain that he hadn't been paid. 
Police said he asked for their help getting his daugh
ter back. 

Martinez's daughter did return home, but he was 
arrested and booked on suspicion of bartering her -
"receiving money for causing person to cohabitate." 

Galindo, the intended buyer/groom, was booked 
on suspicion of statutory rape, police said. 

Twenty Women 
• VANCOUVER, British Columbia- Two lead

ers of a polygamous community in western Canada 
have been arrested and charged with practicing po
lygamy, British Columbia's attorney general said. 

Attorney General Wally Oppal said Winston 
Blackmore is charged with marrying 20 women, while 
James Oler is accused of marrying two women. Oppal 
said it is the first test of Canada's polygamy laws. 

Blackmore, long known as "the Bishop of Boun
tiful," runs an independent sect of about 400 mem
bers in the town of Bountiful. He once ran the Cana-
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dian arm of the Utah-based Fundamentalist Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, but was ejected 
in 2003 by that group's leader, Warren Jeffs. 

FLDS members practice polygamy in arranged 
marriages, a tradition tied to the early theology of 
the Mormon church. Mormons renounced polygamy 
in 1890 as a condition of Utah's statehood. 

Science linds God 
• The more deeply scientists see into the secrets 

of the universe, you'd expect, the more God would 
fade away from their hearts and minds. But that's 
not how it went for Allan Sandage. Now slightly 
stooped and white-haired at 72, Sandage has spent a 
professional lifetime coaxing secrets out of the stars, 
peering through telescopes from Chile to California 
in the hope of spying nothing less than the origins 
and destiny of the universe. As much as any other 
2Qth_century astronomer, Sandage actually figured it 
out: his observations of distant stars showed how 
fast the universe is expanding and how old it is (15 
billion years or so). But through it all Sandage, who 
says he was "almost a practicing atheist as a boy," 
was nagged by mysteries whose answers were not to 
be found in the glittering panoply of supernovas. 
Among them: Why is there something rather than 
nothing? Sandage began to despair of answering 
such questions through reason alone, and so, at 50, 
he willed himself to accept God. "It was my science 
that drove me to the conclusion that the world is 
much more complicated than can be explained by 
science," he says. "It is only through the supernatu
ral that I can understand the mystery of existence" 
(Sharon Begley, Newsweek, July 20, 1998). 

Positive Image 
• The Muslim founder of Bridges Tv, a cable net

work whose slogan is "connecting people through 
understanding" and which tried to "improve the im
age of Muslims in the United States," was arrested 
on Thursday, for allegedly killing his estranged wife 
in a manner normally associated with Islamist terror
ists - chopping off her head. 

Greg Mitchell, editor of Editor & Publisher, re
ported that Muzzammil Hassan, "a prominent Buf
falo area businessman who founded the BridgesTV 
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network to improve the image of Muslims in the 
U.S.," had been charged wi th murder in the behead
ing death of his wife Aasiya Z. H assa n. 

My Country 'Tis ol Thee 
• 'The book H ow to Ruin the United States of 

America by Ben Stein and Phil DeMurh is righr o n 
target. The au thors make t he case rhar s ix things 
wou ld ruin the United Stares, as we know it: 

1. Exile God from public life . 
2 . Teach Americans contempt for America. 
3 . Debase Ame rican cu lture. 
4. Weaken the United States milita ry. 
5 . Be a country without borders. 
6. Practice voodoo econo mics. 
That's exactly wha t we 're doing, and that's ex

actly why we better reverse course immediate ly, as 
we're deep into th is p rocess. T he six items are ex
plained and examined in the book. 

Prayer at Inaugural Service 
• Barack Obama's choice of preachers participat

ing in his inaugurati o n is interesting. 
Gay advocates assailed O bama, whi le many con

servative Christians were heartened , when he in vited 
Rick Warren, a Sou thern Baptist w ho opposes gay 
marriage, to deliver the inaugural invocation. 

The tab les tu rned when Obama asked V Gene 
Robinson, th e first o penly gay Episcopal bishop, to 
lead prayers at Sunday's kickoff for the inauguration 
at the Lincoln Memorial. 

The Rev. Sharon Watkins, the first woman p resi
dent of the Christian Church (D iscip les of C hrist) , a 
Protestant group, delivered the se rmon at the Na
tional Prayer Service. 

Ingrid Mattson, the first woman president of the 
Islamic Society of North America, th e nation's larg
est Muslim group, offered a prayer a t the National 
Cathedral. 

Three rabbis, representing the three major 
branches of America n Judaism, a lso said a prayer at 
the service. 

Provider Conscience Law 
• President Barack Obama p lans to repeal a Bush 

administra tio n rul e that has become a flash point in 
the debate over a doctor's right no t to participate in 
abortions. The regulation, instituted in rhe last days 
of the Bush administratio n, strengthened job protec
tions for doctors and nurses who refuse to provide a 
med ical service because of moral qualms (CR Dail)', 
Mar. 4, 2009). 

Scandal 
• Speaking out two years after being embroi led 

in a gay sex scandal, former evange lical pasto r Ted 
H agga rd sa id Friday his sexua l identity is complex 
and can't be pur into "stereotypical boxes," but rhar 
hi s relationship with his wife is stro nger than ever. 

In an interview with The Associated Press, Hag
gard d id nor rul e o ur a return to public life or the 
pulpit. He spoke before he appeared before TV crit
ics in Los Ange les to promote "The Tria ls of Ted 
Haggard," an H BO documentary on H aggard 's exile 
after his confession to "sexual immorality" and fall 
as a top evangelica l leader. 

" I am gu il ty. I am responsible," H agga rd, 52, said 
Friday in a phone interv iew. " 1 got off track, and I 
am deeply sorry and I repent ... I'm moving a long in 
a positive d irectio n." 

H aggard resigned as pres ident. of the 3 0 mi ll ion
member Nationa l Associatio n of Evange lica ls and 
was fired from the 14,000-member New Life C hurch 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., in November 2006 amid 
all egations that he paid a male prostitute for sex and 
used methamphetamine. 

Terrorism? 
• The Patriot Act was enacted following the ter

rorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. But it has given air
lines some latitude in dealing with what they may 
consider unruly behav io r. A case in point is Tamara 
j o Freeman, who in 2007 was flying on Frontier Ai r
lines to Denver when she moderate ly spanked her 
unruly ch ildren, th en respond ed with some profan i
ties when confronted by a flight attendant. 

The Los Angeles Times reported this week tha t 
Freeman was arrested and spent three months in jail 
before entering a gu il ty plea. Mat Staver with Liberty 
Counse l reacts to the sto ry. 

"l t makes no sense at all to convict some 
moth e r, who is trying to discipline her children, of 
vio lating a terrorism law - a law that's defined as 
trying to stop terrorists, defi ned as trying to stop 
somebody from overthrO\·vi ng or hi jacking the 
plane," says the a tto rney. According to the Times, 
Freeman's conv ictio n cost her custody of her chil
dren, who were p laced in foster care during he r in
carce ration. She is now trying to turn back legal 
proceedings in w hich the foster parents are seeking 
to adopt the ch ildren. 

• (Once again, our thanks to Elvin DeShazo and 
Earl Davis for all their help - we could not do it 
without you.) FF 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Jesus, the Word of God? 

Qu~stio~: I heard a preache,~ say, "J~sus, not the 
Btble, ts the Word of God. · Is he nght? 

Answer: He is half right, but terribly wrong in the 
.t'l.part that is not right. Jesus is the Word of God, 
but so is the Bible. 

Jesus Is 

Jesus is the Word of God, and several passages in the 
Bible call him that. 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God ... And the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth Qohn 1:1, 14). (Scripture quo
tations from the English Standard Version, copyright 
2001 by Crossways Bibles, unless otherwise noted.) 

John recorded a vision of a rider on a white 
horse and explained, "The one sitting on it is called 
Faithful and True" and "the name by which he is 
called is The Word of God" (Rev. 19:11, 13). Obvi
ously this speaks of Jesus. 

He is the Word of God. He is the Truth Oohn 
14:6). 

How to Study the Bible 
by Roy Deaver 

"What's written in this little book is based on the conviction 
that nothing in life is more important than a thorough knowl
edge ofthe Bible. But .. .for one to know, he must learn. And 
studying must precede the learning. It is obvious, therefore, 
that studying the Bible is tremendously important. It is one 
thing for one to study, and another thing for one to study 
effectively." This book will teach you to be an effective 
student of God's Word. BKAD01 
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The Bible Is 

However, the Bible is also the word of God. It is rev
elation from God to humanity. The message 
preached by the prophets and apostles and recorded 
by them in writing in both Old and New Testaments 
is called "the word of God." 

In Romans 9:6 "the word of God" consists of the 
promises God made to Abraham and his descendents 
as recorded in the Pentateuch. 

In 2 Corinthians 4:2 Paul said he did not "mis
handle the word of God," referring to how he used 
scripture. 

Over and over the Old Testament writers say, 
"Thus says the LORD," as they proclaim their message 
(cf. Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1, 4, 6, etc.). The 
prophets' writings typically begin, "The word of the 
LORD that came to Hosea" (Hos. 1: 1), "The word of 
the LORD that came to Joel" Qoel1:1), "The word of 
the LoRD that came to Micah" (Mic. 1: 1), etc. Or 
something like, "The words of Jeremiah ... to whom 
the word of the LORD came" Qer. 1: 1). 

The apostle Peter said, "No prophecy of Scrip
ture comes from someone's own interpretation. For 
no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along 
by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 1 :20-21). 

Jesus quotes an Old Testament passage and says 
it was spoken by "David in the Spirit" (Matt. 22:43 ). 
Peter says, "The Scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of 
David" (Acts 1: 16). So "David spoke in the Spirit" 
and "the Holy Spirit spoke by the mouth of David" 
are equivalent statements. Both illustrate Peter's 
words, "men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit." 

The apostle Paul told the Thessalonians, ''And 
we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it 
really is, the word of God, which is at work in you 
believers" (1 Thess. 2:13 ). His contrast of "the word 



of God" with "the word of men" shows he considers 
his proclamation to be the word of God. 

He says the same about his writings. He tells the 
Corinthians, " If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, 
or spiritual, he sho uld acknowledge th at the things I 
am writing to you a re a command of the Lord" (1 
Cor. 14:37). 

Paul spoke of the " mystery " w hich was made 
known to him "by revela ti on" and about which he 
had written. Then he further wrote, "When you read 
this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 
Christ, w hich was not made known to th e sons of 
men in other generations as it has now been revealed 
to his hol y apostl es and prophets by th e Spirit" (Eph. 
3: J -5). 

Paul's wr itings are class ifi ed as scripture (2 Pet. 
3 :1 6), and "All Scripture is breathed out by God" 
(2 Tim. 3 :16). 

Jesus exp licitly quotes scripture as w hat God 
said. H e was asked, " Is it lawfu l to divorce one's wife 
for any cause?" H e answered, "Have you not read 
that he who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female, and said, 'Therefore a man 
shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one fl esh'?" 

"He who made them from the beginning said" is 
equivalent to "God sa id. " T he quotation, "leave" 
and "hold fast," is from Genesis 2:24. It is no t some
thing God said in the same sense that he sa id, "but o f 
the tree o f the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
nor ear, for in the day tha t you ea t of it you sha ll 
sure ly die" (Gen. 2:16-J7). J esus is s imply quoting 
scripture and saying "God sa id. " 

The Prophet Motive 
by Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian evidences 
from the perspective of the Old Testament 
prophets. The prophets believed they saw the 
future and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of Christianity 
for Christians today. The writings of Barfield, 
principal of Mars Hill Bible School, are 
provocative, entertaining and thoroughly 
enlightening. Suitable for use in high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal study. 
BKRF01 paperback, 340 pgs. 

$19.99 
$4.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon , TX 77430 

So even in passages that do not use the phrase 
"word of God ," scripture is to be the word o f God. 

Therefore, whe n we read scripture, we are nor 
just reading about m~m 's sea rch for God; we are 
reading what God himse lf has chosen ro reveal about 
himself and his w ill for us. 

How to Receive It Then 

Since the Bible is God's word, it is surely to be re
ceived differently from how we would receive some
th ing th at was just a human product. Paul thanked 
God tha t the Thessa lo ni ans received his preaching, 
not as the words of men, bur as it truly is, the word 
of God (1 Thess. 2:13) . 

How will we receive a word we understand to be 
from God? 

As True 

First, we will sure ly believe it. J esus said to the Fa
ther, "Your word is truth" Uohn 17:17). "It is impos
sible for God to lie" (Heb. 6:18). 

Since truth is an attribute of God and scripture is 
the word of God, truth is also a characteri stic of 
scnpture. 

The Bible is nor a text book of hi story, science or 
geograp hy and it does not speak in the technical 
terms o f those disciplines . H owever, when it affirms 
a fact from one of those fie lds, it speaks truth. 

The Bible con tains fables Uudg. 9:7-15), parables 
(Matt. 13 :34-35) and metaphors Qohn 10:7 ), and 
they are clearly w hat they are. But the apostles say, 
"We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lo rd Jesus C hrist , bur we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty" (2 Pet. 1:16). 

Fro m Jesus' resurrecti o n from the dead to 
Jonah's deliverance from the belly of the great fish, 
the historical events of the Bible are actual events. 

The ea rth does not have four corners, but the 
Bible no more affirms that it does than we do when 
we use the same figure today (Rev. 7: 1). 

The fact that there are problems in the biblical 
tex t, often called "apparent errors" or "alleged con
tradictio ns," is known to every serious Bible student, 
and has been since the Bible was written. There are 
no recently discovered biblica l "erro rs" unknown 
until the latest skeptic found th em. Every prob lem 
criti cs c ite has been recognized and dealt with by 
scholarly men of faith for centuries, in some cases for 
millenni a. 

Through the years additional informatio n com-
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ing to light through historical, archeological, scien
tific and linguistic studies has solved to virtually 
everyone's satisfaction many discrepancies once 
thought by critics to be unsolvable. Practically all re
maining ones have a reasonable explanation; so pos
iting a biblical mistake is not necessary. Many have 
several reasonable alternatives. For what few, if any, 
remain unresolved, past experience suggests waiting 
on additional information before jettisoning faith in 
scripture; a faith which is buttressed by many well
documented evidences. 

As Authoritative 

Second, if the Bible is the word of God and not just 
of man, we will respect it and be obedient to it. 

God's directions for our life are not arbitrary or 
capricious. He knows what is best for us and he loves 
us. Consequently his instructions can be trusted. 

Whatever he says about sexual purity, women's 
roles in congregational assembly, the sanctity of mar
riage, keeping one's word, even if we think our hap
piness requires doing something different, we will do 
it his way because he is God And we will do it his 
way as well because his way is always best. 

As we read what apostles wrote first century 
churches to instruct and correct them, realizing it is 
God's word, we will accept those instructions too for 
the work and worship of our congregations. 

jesus asked, "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' 
and not do what I tell you?" (Luke 6:46). It is perti
nent also to ask, "Why would we say the Bible is the 
word of God and not seek to mold our lives and our 
congregations by its instruction?" 

Not Bibliolatry 

Those of us who believe the Bible is the word of God 
are sometimes accused of "bibliolatry," of making 
the Bible rather than God our object of worship. 

Are there really those who honor the Bible for 
any reason other than their honor for God who is 
author of it? Dr. jack Lewis, a beloved teacher and 
knowledgeable observer of our brotherhood, says, "I 
question that any informed preacher in our move
ment, in his high regard for the Bible as the revealed 
will of God and his regard for its binding nature, had 
any intention other than exalting the God who had 
given the revelation and who must be obeyed to be 
loved" (Hermeneutic, unpublished manuscript, for 
lecture delivered at Toronto, Canada, preacher's 
meeting, 1990, p. 8). 

The Bible can, of course, be viewed supersti-
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tiously as a "lucky charm" or divine talisman. I once 
was rebuked for laying a Bible correspondence book
let on a Bible which was on a coffee table. "Nothing 
goes on top of the Bible in this house," I was told. It 
became quickly evident, however, that the Bible 
merely sat there in its place. No one in the house 
knew the least thing about its contents. 

The Bible's value is in being read, believed and 
obeyed, as a living letter from a loving Lord. 

uaeyond the Sacred Page" 
The song, "Break thou the Bread of Life," contains 
the lines "Beyond the sacred page, I seek thee, Lord; 
My spirit pants for thee, 0 living Word" (Mary A. 
Lathbury, 1877). 

The "bread of life" in this hymn is the truth, the 
teachings of and about the Lord, not the communion 
bread. The song is more appropriately sung before 
the sermon than before the Lord's supper. 

Everything we can know about Jesus, his life, his 
teachings, his death, his will for us, we know from 
scripture, from "the sacred page." There is, however, 
a jesus to be known. Scripture testifies to him, an"d 
we miss the point of scripture if we do not come 
through it to know him who is beyond it. 

As jesus told the Pharisees, "You search the scrip
tures because you think that in them you have eter
nal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet 
you refuse to come to me that you may have life" 
Qohn 5 :38-40). 

The written word of God reveals to us the eter
nal living Word of God. 

Dean 
College of Biblical Studies 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 

SAMSON'S SINS 
AND OTHER SERMONS 

by Wendell Winkler 

A collection of 1 0 sermons, true to the Book, 
practical in approach, and homiletically correct in 
arrangement. Paperback • 118 pgs. 

$1.95 s&h $3.00 • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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Directory -Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northemoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 

Raytown- Raytown Church of Christ, 6000 Blue of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
RidgeBlvd.,64133 raytowncofc.org (816)353-3873 8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 

p.m. (V2 mi. east of 1-35) 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Greater Fairbanks area - 645 11th Avenue, Carthage _ Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
99701. (907) 456-4921. West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) Houston- Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
373-5583 Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 

-Alabama- a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44th Ave., Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-4649, 
(205) 339 6211 Sun 9·00 10 am 6 W d Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. - . . . , . ., p.m., e . 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a Godl 
by lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard and 
Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Livingston - 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism•• or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO 1, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367 ·6216 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts} 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

(1 copy left) 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 

13 chapters; perfect for class studies. 
Scripture reveals Christianity is ordered 
after a pattern and possesses a distinct 
Identity. Christianity was designed by the 
Lord, preached by the apostles, and 
practiced by the early church. Confirms 
the church can be reproduced today. 
BKDU01 paperback, 205 pgs. 

$8.99 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

January 2009 3 7 
Firm Foundation 



Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/•". 

paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order fr om Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Cu~·l\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than20 years he conducted 
the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman Univer
sity. It was the most popular period in the lec
tureship day. Most of the questions involve 
controversial matters. paperback 

Vol. 1 ........................ BKJL01 

$19.99 
$4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Orde r f rom Firm Foundat i o n 

My Sist er's Keeper 
Ker ry Duke, editor 

Christian women discuss: Time for spiritual 
growth; your marriage, enhancing intimacy, ad
vice for singles, widows, scripturally divorced 
women, stepmothers, women with non-Chris
tian husbands; your children, training/discipline, 
being wise mothers; troublesome issues in the 
home and church; discussions on trials and re
wards of wives of missionaries, elders, deacons, 
and preachers. pb 214 pgs. 
$8.95 plus $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Order f rom Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Toda~· 

b~· Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
wh ich it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 

$9.00 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament 

$4.99 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

S2.75 s&h one book · $3.00 s&h both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly, that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Boswell-Hardeman 
Discussion 

on 
Instrumental Music 

in the Worship 

conducted in the Ryman Auditorium 
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May 31 to June 5, 1923 
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plus $3.50 s&h 
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A CAV EAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Preachers Needed 
Preacher wanted. Congregation just under 200 in 
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Apocalypse 

By H. A (Buster) Dobbs 

The Throne of God 
Chapter 4 

2009 

No. 2 

The fight is on! It is not a carnal battle, but a ideas ... a struggle for the mind of men. It involves 
spiritual exercise. The opening chapter of the human spirit, engaging thinking and communi-
the book of Revelation, after introductory eating, as directed and enlightened by the Holy Spirit 

statements, portrays the risen Christ as the com- through the written, revealed word. 
mander-in-chief of the army of God. In th is setting, It is the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Jesus continues to head a kingdom that is "not of this struggling against w ickedness and vain human phi-
world." 1 He does not expect his recruits to bloody losophy. It is a contest between right and wrong. It is 
their swords, nor is he willing to call heavenly angels the acceptance of the Bible as inspired of God and, in 
to engage a fl eshly contest. 2 irs original documents, inerrant.4 

The battle Jesus authorizes and that his followers The good fight of faith is laying hold on life eter-

wage is in the unseen world of mind and spirit. It is nal. 5 

an appeal to testimony, facts and truth . Every Chris- The Captain of Salvation calls the soldiers of the 
tian so ldier has a sword in his hand , but it is not cross to arms and trains them in spiritual combat. 
made of steel. It is sharp and pointed, but it does not His six letters to the church6 put an edge on the 
cur flesh nor draw blood. It is the sword of the Spirit, Spirit's sword; Jesus drills his troops in the art of in-
which is the word of God.3 corporeal war. The letters also call upon the sainted 

It is a real fight, but not a fistfight. It is a clash of warriors to be not only informed but also zealous. 

1 j ohn 18:36 
2 Matthew 26:21-23 
J Ephesians 6:11 
• It is juvenile to object to the inerrancy of the original manuscripts of the Bible because they contain misinformation. Saran's statement, fo r instance, 
that to eat of the forbidden tree of li fe would endow wisdom is fa lse, but it is in the Bible. The statement is wrong, but it is true the Devil made the 
statement (he is the father of lies). Again, the lo ng argument between Job and his friends contains many misstatements, corrected in the context. To 

cite such things as proof of errancy in the Bible is immature and unfair. 
5 1 Timothy 6:12 
6 Each letter ends with the admonition to "hear what the Spirit saith to the churches," not meaning a congregation in a local area, but churches in 
ever)' generation and nation. The letter to "the chu rch" in Ephesus, fo r instance, admonishes " the chu rches" (plura l) to hea r the message- not just 

the church (singular) in Ephesus. (continued on page 5) 
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A Statement 
from the editor 

Please indulge me a little space to report on the 
health of our editor. Brother Dobbs has gone 
through a rigorous bout with a rare form of cancer 
the doctors call SNUC. The treatment involves 
chemotherapy, surgery, and radiation. After sixteen 
hours of infusion with cancer fighting chemicals, it 
was decided this was ineffective for the SNUC that 
had invaded the editor's body, and we moved on to 
the surgery, which was delicate and difficult. The 
malignant tumor was in the right maxillary sinus 
and nasal passage where many things come to
gether - sight, hearing, voice, and a maze of nerve 
endings. The surgeons (there were three) did a 
beautiful job of removing the tumor with all mar
gins clean. Still, the surgery was followed with 
strong radiation over 4 2 days and that takes six 
weeks to "get over." The recovery is slow but 
steady. The editor was of the overly optimistic 
opinion that this would soon be past and no need 
to make a fuss about it. The fact was that the pro
cess was debilitating. The good news is that the 
treatment is almost over and the lights along gthe 
shore are bright and beautiful. Thank you for your 
patience and understanding. We are, as you know, 
behind in publication datelines, but intend to be 
caught up before too long. Most of what we print 
is Bible study and therefore not time sensitive ... it 
is as valuable in the future as it is in the present. 

Anyway, you will be self-informed of our 
progress because you can look at the date of each 
paper and know where we are in our struggle to 
fulfill out pledge to you to provide the number of 
magazines you subscribed to receive. Incidentally, 
this explains why some dates are later than the 
dateline of the paper in which they appear. 



Editorial 

Disciples 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

The word translated "disciple" in the New Testament is 
from a Greek word meaning learner, pupil, or student, 
and occurs in our English translations more than 25 0 

times. The word is common in the gospels and in the book of Acts, 
but does not appear in any of the epistles or in the book of Revela
tion. 

There are various levels and grades of "disciples"; not all dis
ciples are of the same rank. 

• The multitudes that came out to hear Jesus are called "dis
ciples" (Matt. 5:5; 8:21). 

• The men Jesus selected to be his apostles were also called 
"disciples" (Matt. 8:23). Jesus called his disciples and selected 
twelve of them to become apostles (Luke 6:13). The apostles des
ignate were "disciples." 

• On one occasion Jesus spoke to "a great multitude of his dis
ciples," exclusive of the apostles (Luke 6: 17). Also present on that 
occasion were "a great number of people" who came to hear him 
Uesus) and to be healed of their diseases," but they apparently 
were not disciples. 

• It is also true that the same person could be a disciple of 
more than one teacher. The disciples of John, for example, became 
disciples of Jesus. Peter, Andrew, James, John, Phillip, and 
Nathaniel were all disciples of john before they became disciples 
of Jesus Uohn 1:35-51). 

• Not all of the disciples of John became disciples of Jesus 
(Matt. 9: 14; 11 :2; 14: 12). 

• A distinction is sometimes made between people in the mul
titudes that came to hear jesus teach (they were his pupils or stu
dents) and other disciples of jesus (the students of jesus who 
would later be his apostles) (Matt. 14:19, 22). 

• Jesus told his disciples (apostles) to "Go ye therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations ... (Matt 28: 19). Disciples were to 
make other disciples of all the nations. 

• We must distinguish between disciples and apostles because 
some disciples were also apostles and some disciples were not 
apostles. 

• All apostles were disciples but not all disciples were apostles. 
• Because of jesus' teaching, many of his disciples went back 

and walked with him no more Oohn 6:66). These men were called 
disciples even though they forsook Jesus. 

• The fleshly brothers of Jesus referred to people other than the 
apostles designate as disciples of jesus Oohn 7:3}. 
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• Jesus said to Jews that had believed on him, "If 
ye abide in my word then are you truly my disciples" 
Qohn 8:31), indicating that some disciples where not 
true disciples. 

• The man born blind whom Jesus healed was a 
disciple of Jesus Qohn 9:27-28). 

• Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were se
cret disciples of Jesus Qohn 19:38-39). 

• The early converts to Jesus were called dis
ciples (Acts 6:1-2, 7; 9:1, 19, 25-26, 38; 11:26, 29; 
13:52; 14:20-22, 28; 15:10; 18:23, 27: 19:1, 9, 30; 
20:1, 30; 21:4, 16). . 

• A disciple may or may not become a believer. A 
believer may or may not become a convert, or 
brother, or saint. 

It is a complicated concept with many facets. It is 
interesting to notice that as the church grew and the 
disciples matured they stopped using this word and 
begin to call each other "believers." 

It is interestingly informative to ponder the ques
tion of why the worshippers of Jesus stopped using 
the word disciple to describe one another. An inspired 
man never uses the word after Acts 21: 16. Is there a 
good and sufficient reason why this is the case? 

Many disciples became believers (Acts 5: 14; 1 
Cor. 9:5; 2 Cor. 6:15; 1 Pet. 1:21). All believers in 
Jesus are disciples of Jesus, but some of his disciples 
never become believers. 

Disciples, we are told, were first called Christians 
at Antioch (Acts 11:26). The word Christian is found 
only three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 
Acts 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16). 

The disciples were first called Christians about 
15 years after the establishment of the church, and 
before any of the books of the New Testament were 
written, including the gospels. The disciples are 
never called Christians in the gospels even though 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were written several 
years after the disciples were first called Christians at 
Antioch. 

Here is another question that deserves consider
ation, why is the word Christian used so sparingly in 
the New Testament? And, why is the word Christian 
so popular with the modern followers of Jesus? 

The statement that the disciples were called 
Christians first in Antioch implies the conclusion an
other gave them the name Christian. We do not 
know who did that. Some say it was God, but there is 
no proof of this. Others say the wits of Antioch used 
it as a clever derision, and they intended it to be an 
insult. 
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The information that it was at Antioch the label 
was first given to the disciples is inconclusive as to 
who did it or why. 

When Herod Agrippa said, "With but little per
suasion thou wouldest fain make me a Christian" 
(KJV reads: "Almost thou persuadest me to be a 
Christian"), he may not have been melting into near 
obedience, but was gathering himself into an attitude 
of resistance. It may carry the sense, "Paul, do not 
think that with these few words you are going to per
suade me, the great King Agrippa, to be a Christian." 
He may have pronounced the word Christian with a 
sneer and curl of the lip. 

Peter's statement, "If a man suffer as a Christian, 
let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in 
this name" connects the label Christian with shame. 

This would explain when the word Christian is 
so sparing in the New Testament. If it were a term of 
disdainful reproach, its use would naturally be un
common. I can think of no other reason for the spar
ing use of the term in the New Testament scriptures. 

As an aside, let us note that later generations of 
the blood-bought children of God took the word 
their ancestors had thrown in their faces as an insult 
and bound it on their heads as a badge of honor. It 
is not wrong to use the term Christian, though it 
was not initially the preferred designation for the 
saved. 

The word "saint" is the term commonly used by 
first century inspired writers and speakers to de
scribe the mature follower of Christ. It is the loftiest 
of all designations for the saved. 

The progression is: those who are attracted to 
Jesus and study his life and words to learn more 
about him are called disciples (this may embrace 
many who do not subsequently perfect their faith in 
obedience). The disciple, in view of the convincing 
proof (overwhelming evidence), becomes a believer. 
When his faith ripens into obedience, he repents, is 
baptized to wash away his sins, and offers his body a 
living sacrifice. He becomes a brother to Jesus and to 
all the saved. The brother who is sanctified by the 
blood of the Lamb of God and set apart by his holi
ness, is a saint, which appears to be the preferred 
designation for the saved in the epistles and book of 
Revelation. The word saint is used in the New Testa
ment to identify children of God. It is used more 
than sixty times. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

Jesus wants his army to be on fire for purity and 
truth. 

Jesus commands his valiant ones to be steeped in 
sacred scripture, to be undefiled by the world and 
enthusiastic in service. He now gives them a glimpse 
of the awesome power of their guardian, protector 
and supporter. He carefully draws the curtain aside 
and allows us to look through its folds and garner an 
impression of the glory of God. He wants his infan
try to be fully aware of the invisible authority that 
surrounds them and at whose command they labor. 

Verse I 

After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in 
heaven, and the first voice that I heard, a voice as of a 
trumpet speaking with me, one saying, Come up 
hither, and I will show thee the things which must 
come to pass hereafter. 

John hears a trumpet-like voice ... clear, loud, 
urgent, and demanding attention. 

The idea of a penetrating voice that could not be 
ignored is mentioned several titnes in Holy Scrip
ture. 

• The voice at Sinai when the Law of Moses was 
given was "the voice of a trumpet exceeding loud" 
(Exod. 19:16). 

• The messengers of Jesus sent out on the urgent 
mission of sounding the good news of salvation to 
the ends of the earth is described as "the great sound 
of a trumpet" (Matt. 24:31). 

• The end of the universe and the final judgment 
begins with "the last trump" (1 Cor. 15:5 2). 

• In the beginning of the book of Revelation, 
John heard behind him "a great voice, as of a trum
pet" (Rev. 1:1 0). 

This figure impresses upon us the importance of 
what is said and the need to follow its instructions 
exactly. 

The voice of God comes with trumpet sound as a 
call to battle and warning of assault. 

The trumpet voice is authoritative, reliable, con
vincing, and brings vital information. 

It is a voice of convincing force and carries the 
idea expressed by the centurion who said to Jesus, 
"For I also am a man under authority, having under 
myself soldiers: and I say to this one, Go, and he 

goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to 
my servant, Do this, and he doeth it" (Matthew 8:9). 

The trutnpet voice of God expects faith and obe
dience and threatens, if diluted and ignored, rejec
tion and punishment. 

The voice of God is also like the sound of "many 
waters" (Revelation 1 :5). It is soothing, eases pain 
and calms the troubled heart; it's promises "gilds 
Jordan's wave." 

Jesus said: 
"Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest (Matt. 11 :28) 
The voice of God and of those who God sends is 

shrill, detnanding, authorative; it is also pleasing be
cause it brings comfort and solace. 

It is the voice of thunder and lightning, but it is 
also the voice of calm and peace. It threatens and 
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warns, and it brings purpose and hope ... living hope 
and enlightenment. 

The voice invited John the apostle to enter the 
portals of the celestial city of God and peer into the 
throne room of the Almighty and Eternal One. 

Verse 2 

Straightway I was in the Spirit: and behold, there was 
a throne set in heaven, and one sitting upon the 
throne; 

John tells us that he was immediately ushered 
into the throne chamber of God, which may be light 
years away from earth, but the apostle was there in 
the blink of an eye - suddenly! The transport of God 
does not take eons, but is virtually instaneous. 

John was in the spirit for there is no other way 
possible to enter into a spiritual estate. God's abode 
is not fleshly and material, but is incorporeal and un
touchable. The King of the universe is immortal, in
visible, eternal (1 Tim. 1: 17). "The blessed and only 
Potentate" dwells in light unapproachable; whom no 
man hath seen, nor can see" (1 Tim. 6: 15). Jehovah 
told Moses, "no man shall see me and live" (Exod. 
33:20), that is, no man in the flesh shall see me. To 
see Jehovah one must be out of the flesh, or in the 
spirit. 

Only spirits in the spirit can approach deity, 
nothing corruptible can survive the immediate pres
ence of God. Flesh, blood, bones, skin, muscle, and 
sinew are decomposable and not fit to be in a state 
that is immortal (1 Cor. 15:51-54). 

His conveyance into the headquarters of the 
Mighty Maker was without any perceptible duration 
of time. He stood before the divine presence in the 
spirit, stripped of skeleton and substance, but his per
sonality and identity were unaffected. It was a trans
figuration, an exalting, glorifying, sacred change. 

John was to see invisible, spiritual reality and had 
to look upon it with eyes made wise by an enormous 
change. 

To sit upon the throne is to have regal dominion. 
Jehovah is "sitting upon the throne" in this vision. 
The occupant of the throne is clothed in unexcelled 
majesty, and incomparable grandeur. 

John did not see an image, but he saw brightness, 
wisdom, power, goodness, purity, and wrath (1 
Timothy 1:17; 6:15-16). Human eyes cannot see 
these attributes, but a spirit can, which helps us to 
understand why so much of the book of Revelation is 
in figures, symbols, and metaphors. 

6 

"Our shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
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pavilioned in spender and girded with praise." 

Verse 3 

And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper stone 
and a sardius: and there was a rainbow round about 
the throne, like an emerald to look upon. 

John looked upon "he that sat" upon the throne. 
What did he see? Was it an image? Was it male or fe
male or genderless? Did the one sitting upon the 
throne have a long, flowing, white beard? There is 
not a word of any of that, but John describes the oc
cupant of the throne in terms of rare jewels and 
meaningful colors. 

Jasper is an opaque gemstone of striking beauty, 
especially when polished. It has the brilliance of the 
diamond. The Holy City of God that John was to 
later see coming down out of heaven is described as 
"having the glory of God; her light was like unto a 
stone most precious, as it were a jasper stone, clear 
as crystal" (Rev. 21 : 11). 

Jasper is famous for its splendor and strength. It 
could well symbolize the exalted purity of infinite 
holiness. Smooth cleanliness, unblemished beauty, 
force and firmness the polished perfection of infinite 
intelligence may well be the meaning of the jasper 
stone, which John saw as symbolizing "he that sat" 
upon the throne. 

The occupant of the throne was also like sardius 
(sometimes translated "carnelian"), which is another 
gemstone of great value and beauty. Sardius is often 
deep red in color. To gaze upon the marvelous dark 
red sardius is to be drawn deeper and deeper into its 
esoteric color until there seems to be an endless de
scent into its excellent quality. 
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The sardius tnay be a tnetaphor for the wrath of 
God offset by the blood of a perfect sacrifice. The 
hot anger of God is unbearable and is stirred by dis
obedience to divine rules. When the holiness of God 
is offended by lawlessness his perfect justice comes 
into play and punishment is inevitable. The bowls of 
his wrath will not be restrained for ever. When his 
purity is overburdened by irresponsible disregard for 
the testimony of his word his anger will overflow 
and retribution will descend. This is called "the rec
ompense of reward." 

In addition to sytnbolizing the consequence of 
godly displeasure, the blood red sardius may be a fig
ure of the blood of the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sins of the world. Anger and punishment are the 
strange work of God (lsa. 28:21), but his loving 
kindness never fails and he sends a remedy. "God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten son , 

The blood red sardius stone may be a figure of 
the suffering servant of God nailed to a cross, exhib
iting the mercy of a just God. 

uMuch more then, being now justified by his 
blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God 
through him. For if, while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, shall we be saved by his life'' 
(Rom. 5:9-10). 

John, in the spirit, also saw an emerald rainbow 
overarching the throne. The soft and soothing glow 
of an emerald speaks of tranquility. Jehovah is a God 
of peace. When Jesus was born of a virgin in the an
cient city of Bethlehem, Jehovah sent angels to sing, 
"Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace 
among men in whom he is well pleased." 

Verse 4 

And round about the throne were four and twenty 
thrones: and upon the thrones I saw four and twenty 
elders sitting, arrayed in white garments; and on their 
heads crowns of gold. 

Encircling the majestic throne of God were 
twenty-four thrones, each occupied by an elder 
wearing a crown of gold. Each throne is turned to
ward the great, white throne and all eyes are on him 
who sits thereon. 

To think of the twenty-four thrones is to think of 
the twelve patriarchs of Israel and the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. The Bible is an impressive mo
saic and when all of its pieces are in place it presents 
a unified picture of sweet redemption. The sons of 

the Prince of God are joined by the apostles of the 
Prince of Peace. 

The New Testament fulfills the Old Testament 
and the Old Testament prefigures the New Testa
ment. Both Testaments are seeded by twenty-four 
men and they are supportive of the eternal purpose 
of God. 

The theme of the Bible and therefore the soul of 
God's intention is salvation from sin. Any teaching 
that deviates from this is antagonistic to God's pur
pose. Teaching that promotes the salvation theme is 
complitnentary to God's purpose. 

The twelve patriarchs of Israel and the twelve 
ambassadors of Jesus have their names written on 
the foundations and the gates of the salvation city of 
God (Rev. 21:12-14). 

The twenty-four elders are sitting, indicating au
thority. They wear crowns of gold, indicating regal 
power. They are arrayed in white garments, indicat
ing pure hearts and kingly character. 

It is a beautiful prophetic picture of the unity of 
the Bible and the solitary, specific and distinctive in
tention of the Almighty from time immemorial (1 
Pet. 1: 18-25). 

Verse 5 

And out of the throne proceed lightings and voices 
and thunders. And there was seven lamps of fire burn
ing before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of 
God; 

One throne dominated the scene and it is pre
eminently "the throne." Out of the majestic throne 
catne lightning . . . thunders . . . voices. John saw a 
flash of fire; he heard the peal of thunder, and the 
sound of voices, magnificent and marvelous. 
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By Leroy Brownlow 
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of life. 

$4.99 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling 
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When God put his divine power on display at 
Sinai the people were terrified and Moses trembled 
(Heb. 12: 18-21). 

When Isaiah saw a vision of the throne of God, 
he cried out, "Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the 
King, Jehovah of hosts." 

The rumbling roar of thunder and the brilliant 
flash of electric light and the great voice of God 
should make each one aware of his sinfulness and his 
need of reconciliation. 

When we reject God and wander from him our 
crying need is to return to the fountain of all bless
ings, which can only be accomplished through hear
ing, believing and obeying his confirmed word 
(Rom. 1:16). 

"[G]od was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not reckoning unto them their trespasses, 
and having committed unto us the word of reconcili
ation. We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of 
Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we be
seech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to 
God (2 Cor 5:19-20). 

Only through and by that "word of reconcilia
tion" can we return to God. 

The number seven in scripture means perfection 
or corr~pleteness. The "seven lamps of fire, which are 
seven spirits," would mean a perfect Spirit, which is 

8 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

•Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 
• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-

33 
•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

•Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 
• Be faithful - Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-10; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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the Holy Spirit, who guided the apostles in the first 
century to a knowledge of saving truth. That truth is 
unaltered and it still saves. 

The trinity is indicated. Jehovah, Jesus, and the 
Comforter flow into one God, indivisible and eter
nal. God speaks in a flash of enlightening fire and 
with thunderous tones and with the voice of reason 
and revelation. 

The wise stand in awe and respond with reverent 
obedience. "This is the end of the matter; all hath 
been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; 
for this is the whole duty of man." 

Verse 6 

And before the throne, as it were a sea of glass like a 
crystal; and in the midst of the throne, and round 
about the throne, four living creatures full of eyes be
fore and behind. 

John also mentions a sea of glass mingled with 
fire (Rev. 15 :2). A glassy sea is calm and unruffled; 
no storm clouds and no billows tossing high. It is 
smooth and serene. This contrasts with the thunder 
and lightning, and tells us that the electric power of 
God is set in a picture of profound calm. The awful 
force is restrained. The irresistible power of God is 
tempered and his judgment delayed. 

Do not be deceived by the delay. "The wheels of 
God grind slowly, but they grind exceeding small." 
"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as 
some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you
ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). 

John sees four living beings (creatures, not 
beasts) around the throne. They are full of eyes, indi
cating an ability to see in every direction. They are 
eternally aware and ready to serve ... vigilant and 
vigorous. They are servants of God and perform 
their duties with amazing skill. 

Verses 7-8 

And the first creature was like a lion, and the second 
creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face 
as of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying 
eagle. And the four living creatures, having each one 
of them six wings, are full of eyes round about and 
within: and they have no rest day and night, saying, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, who 
was and who is and who is to come. 

Ezekiel mentions living creatures that are some
thing like the ones John saw round the throne of 
God (Ezek. 1: 1 0; 1 0: 14, 21). Isaiah saw six -winged 



angelic beings, who m he called "seraphim" (fiery, 
burning o nes), generall y understood to mean high
ranking angels (Isa. 6:2-3) . 

These celestial ser vants o f the M ost High h ad 
animal characteristics. One was li ke a li on, another 
like a calf, a third had a face like a man, and the last 
was li ke a fl ying eagle. 

Each one of these creatures has special abili ty 
and toge ther they present an array of ta lent. The lion 
has agil ity and strength; the ca lf symbo lizes end ur
ance and perseverance; man has the abil ity to reason, 
draw conclusions, and make intelligent communica
tion; the highflying eagle is swift and strong and rep
resents the rapidity o f obedience to God. 

John does not say the first c reature was a lion, 
but was " like" a lion; the second was not a calf but 
had some of the features of a calf; the third creature 
was not a man but resembled a man; the last was not 
an eagle but had good eye and strong pinion. 

The apostle is helping us to understand some
thing we canno t see. H e uses metaphors to aid us in 
gaining a glimmer o f knowledge about a wo rld that 
is hi gh above our experi ence and therefore beyond 
the reach of our full understanding. We may appre
hend it, but we cannot comprehend it until death 
makes our eyes wise. 

As fo r the four li ving crea tures, they are full of 
eyes, which suggests a towering knowledge and deep 
understanding. 

T hese heavenly beings jo in in continual worshi p 
of God. Like Isaiah's searaphim, they constantly cry, 
Holy, H oly, H oly, is the Lord God, the Almighty ... " 

"All things praise thee - Lord, may we!" 
The living creatures praise God continually, hav

ing no rest day and night as they cease lessly adore 
God and ca ll him H oly. T heir praise and worship of 
God is perpetual. Every in fo rmed man or woman in 
heaven and on earth should worshi p the God of sa l
vation continuously by act and by word . 

Neal-Wallace Discussion 
on the Thousand Years Reign of Christ 

Foy E. Wallace book which gives a comprehensive 
treatment of the issues concerning the second 
coming of Christ, and the "thousand years reign" or 
premillenialism, which some con- nect with that 
event. BKAM10 paperback 350 pgs. 

$17.95 
plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Verses 9-11 

And when the living creatures shall give glory and 
honor and thanks to him that sitteth on the throne, to 
him that liveth for ever and ever, the four and twenty 
elders shall fa ll down before him that sitteth on the 
throne, and shall worship him that liveth for eve1· and 
ever, and shall cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying, Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to re
ceive the glory and the honor and the power: for thou 
didst create all things, and because of thy will they 
were, and were created. 

T he inspired word-picture of God and his throne 
magn ifies God. It speaks e loquently of the power, 
wisdom, and authority of the t hree beings who com
prise the one Godhead . They are individually God 
and they are collectively God. He is the Supreme In
telligence that brought t he uni verse into existence, 
who has the right and the power to sweep it all away. 
T here is no thought more sobering and no conse
quence more appeali ng to the pious of the earth. 
"Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise 
H im all creatures here below' Praise Him above, ye 

' heav'nly hosts; Praise Father, Son, and H oly Ghost. 
P.O. Box 690192 
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A Word Study 
for Those Who Listen to Change Agents 

By A. B. Gregoreo 

oss the ages words have been coined to de
scribe a certain kind of speaker and the 
methods they use to win their audience to 

their way of thinking. 
In this postmodern age where change is the man

tra of the day, we have a new kind of preacher, the 
change agent. They have been very successful in con
vincing brethren to abandon the faith they once con
fessed and embrace beliefs and practices of worthless 
value. 

• There is the "sophist." In ancient Greece there 
was a class of teachers known as Sophists, known for 
their adroit, subtle and specious reasoning. For 
money, they would teach men the kind of arguments 
that enabled them to make wrong look right and 
right to look wrong. With their training they were 
equipped to win the argument at any price. From 
their name, we get our word "sophistry" which de
scribes "deceptively subtle reasoning or argumenta
tion" (Webster). The use of sophistry made their rea
soning look superficially plausible, but on closer ex
amination it would be found to be fallacious. 

• "Clouding the issue" or as God put it, "darken
ing reason" Gob. 38:2). By this practice a speaker 
deliberately uses obscure or technical words and 
rambling, deceptive arguments to confuse the reader 
or listeners, thus rendering them unable to draw in
telligent conclusions. The theological professor who 
has embraced the change agenda is skilled in this 
practice. 

• Quibbles. To quibble is to raise petty or frivo
lous objections or complaints about minor or unim
portant details. This is a common method of change 
agents who spend their time searching for flaws in 
the church, no matter how small or insignificant. 
These they seek to magnify into major issues. 

• Ambiguities are statements not clear in mean
ing that are capable of two or more, often contradic
tory, interpretations. The use of such language is in
tended to mislead by avoiding clarity. The teacher 
can save face by giving an equivocal response to an 
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embarrassing question. Change agents have mastered 
this use of ambiguities. When among their critics 
they use words that make them sound like loyal 
Christians. When among sympathizers they speak a 
different language. 

• Cryptic language refers to intentional obscurity 
in language. It makes use of private or hidden mean
ings to deceive the audience. The hearer goes away 
thinking the man said no, while really he meant yes. 
Such speakers use familiar words with different 
meanings known only to themselves and their sup
porters. This approach is widely used by change 
agents. In fact they have invented a wide range of re
ligious terms that they use to disarm older, strong 
Christians while they are working to capture their 
congregation. Cryptic words are frequently used 
when seeking employment with a new congregation 
or in fund raising by schools committed to the 
change agenda. 

• Chicanery is deception by artful subterfuge or 
sophistry. It is the tool of the smooth slick operator 
who has learned to accomplish his goals without his 
people realizing what he is doing. Using his skills, he 
can convince people to do that which is not in their 
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own best interest. Often we hear of elders who had 
no idea what their preacher was up to until they 
were confronted with a demand to change the 
church or relinquish their leadership position. 

• Machination involves plotting some secretive 
crafty scheme to achieve ones goals which are usually 
of bad intent. This speaks of the wickedness of those 
who plot and use deception to capture a congrega
tion or a school, along with their property and as
sets. 

• Specious describes teaching or promises that 
have the ring of truth, or that appear plausible, but 
in reality are fallacious. It has a deceptive attraction 
or allurement, but lacks real merit. This is the 
method used by change agents when they are laying 
the groundwork for the takeover of a church. 

• Causistry is the lack of faith in universal laws 
or truths and the resulting embrace of relativism. 
Those who use causistry reject the idea of a divine 
pattern for the church, her worship or faith. They ar
gue that each individual or congregation is free to 
make up its own mind on these matters. "There is no 
pattern" is emblazoned on the shield and banner of 
every change agent. 

Hear the warning God has given us: "Let no man 
deceive you with empty words" (Eph. 5 :6). "Be
loved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, 
whether they are of God; because many false proph
ets are gone out into the world." (1 John 4:1). In this 
day of change, these words should be the watchword 
of every Christian. 12630 West Foxfire 

Sun City, AZ 85375 
Fp 

Denying the Obvious 
By Barry Arrington 

Some Darwinists will say anything to try to draw 
attention away from the obvious. The point 
of my "Scientific Certitude" post was to show 

that evolutionary theory has been used to support 
racist views. Darwin was a firmly committed racist, 
and he was not shy about expressing his racist views: 

'~t some future period, not very distant as Inea
sured by centuries, the civilised races of 1nan will al
most certainly exterminate, and replace, the savage 
races throughout the world. At the same time the 
anthropomorphous apes, as Professor Schaaffhausen 
has remarked, will no doubt be exterminated. The 
break between man and his nearest allies will then be 
wider, for it will intervene between man in a more 
civilized state, as we may hope, even than the Cauca
sian, and some ape as low as a baboon, instead of as 
now between the negro or Australian and the go
riiJa." Charles R. Darwin, The Descent of Man and 
Selection in Relation to Sex, 2nd ed. (1871; reprint, 
London: John Murray, 1922), 241-42. 

While Darwin was still alive his conte1nporaries 
took his racism/evolution link and ran with it. For 
example, Ernst Haeckl, the great popularizer of 
Darwin's theories on the continent wrote: 

"The Caucasian, or Mediterranean man (Homo 

Mediterraneus), has from time immemorial been 
placed at the head of all races of men, as the most 
highly developed and perfect ... In bodily as well as 
in mental qualities, no other human species can 
equal the Mediterranean. This species alone (with 
the exception of the Mongolian) has had an actual 
history; it alone has attained to that degree of civili
zation which seems to raise man above the rest of na
ture." Ernst Haeckel, The History of Creation: Or 
The Development of the Earth and its Inhabitants by 
the Action of Natural Causes. A Popular Exposition 
of the Doctrine of Evolution in General, and of that 
of Darwin, Goethe, and Lamarck in Particular, trans
lated by E. Ray Lankester, 6th English ed., First Ger
man Publication 1868, (New York: D. Appleton & 
Co., 1914), 2:321. 

"If one must draw a sharp boundary between 
them [i.e., higher mammals and man], it has to be 
drawn between the most highly developed and civi
lized man on the one hand, and the rudest savages on 
the other, and the latter have to be classed with the 
animals." Haeckel, Ibid., Vol. II, 365. 

Or how about this from Darwin's friend Huxley: 
"No rational man, cognizant of the facts, believes 

that the average negro is the equal, still less the supe
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ri or, o f the white man. And if this be true, it is simpl y 
incredible that, w hen all his disabiliti es a rc removed, 
and our prognathous re lative has a fair field and no 
favo r, as well as no oppressor, he will be able to com
pete success full y with hi s bigger-brained and smaller
jawed rival, in a contest which is to be carri ed out by 
th oughts and not by bites ." T.H. Huxley, L ectures 
aud Lay Sermous (1871; rep rint, London: 
Everyman's Library, J. M. Dent, 1926), 115 . 

The point of my earl ier post was that by the turn 
of the 20th century the link between racism and evo
lution was so entrenched in orthodox thought that it 
made it in to the Encyclopedia Britannica, wh ich 
some would say is the ve ry epitome o f current con
ventional learning. 

The link continued to be made we ll into the 20th 
Century: 

"The new creed [i.e., Christianityl was thus 
thrown open to all mankind. Christi ani ty makes no 
distinction of race o r of colo r; it seeks to break down 
a ll racial barri ers. In this respect the hand of Chris
tianity is against that of Nature, for a re not the races 
of mankind the evo lutionary harvest which Nature 
has to iled through long ages to produce? May we 
no t say, then, that Chri sti anity is anti evolutionary in 
its a im ?" Arthur Keith, Evolution aud Ethics (New 
York: Van Rces Press, 194 7), 72 

Evolutionists, when they ar c being honest, admit 
this link: 

"We cannot understa nd much of the hi story of 
late 19th and early 20th century anthropology, with 
its plethora of taxonomic names proposed for nearl y 
every scrap of fossil bone, unless we apprecia te its 
obsession with the identification and ranking of 
races. For many schemes of classifica tion sought to 
tag the various fossils as ancesto rs of modern races 
and to use their relative age and apishncss as a crite
ri on for racial superio rity." Stephen J ay Go uld, 
"Human Equality as a Contingent Factor of His
tory," Natural History (Nov. 1984): 28, 26-32. 

"Since Darwin 's death , all has not been rosy in 
the evolutio nary garden. The theories of the Great 
Bearded O ne have been hijacked by cranks, poli ti
cians, social refo rmers- and scientists- to support 
racist and bigoted views." M. Brookes, "Ripe O ld 
Age," review of Of Flies, Mice and Men, by Francois 
Jacob, New Scientist, j anuary 1999,41. 

T he Darwinists who responded to my previous 
post were not honest. Instead of facing the facts, 
they tri ed to deny the undeniable connection be
twee n Darwin and racism, or they tried to change 

12 February 2009 
Firm Foundation 

th e subject by saying, "hey, some people who say 
they are Christi ans arc racists too." 

This wou ld be amusing if it were not so tragic. 
Someone said, "There is none so blind as he who re
fuses to see." 

T his is the bottom line: 
(1) It takes o nl y the t iniest step to go from 

Darwin's theory to the conclusio n that some races 
are "lower" than others. Darwin took that step 
himself; his contemporaries took it with him, and by 
the turn of the 20th Century it was "conventional 
wisdom." Note to Darwinists: T hem's the facts; 
you don' t advance your cause by denying them. 

(2) Nothing Jesus said gives the sli gh test cre
dence to racist views. T herefore, racis ts w ho call 
themse lves C hristians ho ld their views in the very 
teeth o f the teachings o f the Christ they purport to 
follow. So Da rwini sts. What is yo ur point? That 
some people- even some people w ho call themselves 
"Christian"- are stupid or evi l or both? No one de
ni es that. Sadly for your position, t hi s d oes 
northing to blunt the fo rce of (1) above 
(Uncommondescent.com). 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Fr 

Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does i t matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders ad
dresses these questions by bringing us back to ba
sic Bible teachings. Christians do not need to floun
der in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that 
clearly points the way to the anchor of truth - the 
eternal foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 • 888-367-6216 



Is the Bible the Inspired Word of God? 
By Ron Co rison 

During a question and answer session at a re
cent speaking engagement, a university stu
dent asked me, "Why do you believe that 

the Bible is the inspired word of God?" Now this is a 
very interesting question; and probably one of the 
most important questions any Christian could ask 
themselves. What is so special, so unique about the 
Bible that Christians believe it is literally the inspired 
word of God? 

In answering this student's question, I encouraged 
him to consider the following facts about the Bible: 

First, the Bible is not just one single book. This is 
a more common misconception than many people 
realize, especially with people who do not cotne 
from a Judeo-Christian background. Rather than be
ing a single book, the Bible is actually a collection of 
66 books, which is called the canon of scriptures. 
These 66 books contain a variety of genres: history, 
poetry, prophecy, wisdom literature, letters, and 
apocalyptic just to name a few. 

Second, these 66 books were written by 40 dif
ferent authors. These authors came frotn a variety of 
backgrounds: shepherds, fishermen, doctors, kings, 
prophets, and others. And most of these authors 
never knew one another personally. 

Third, these 66 books were written over a period 
of 15 00 years. Yet again, this is another retninder 
that many of these authors never knew or collabo
rated with one another in writing these books. 

Fourth, the 66 books of the Bible were written in 
3 different languages. In the Bible we have books 
that were written in the ancient languages of He
brew, Greek, and Aramaic; a reflection of the histori
cal and cultural circumstances in which each of these 
books were written. 

And finally, these 66 books were written on 3 
different continents: Africa, Asia, and Europe. Once 
again, this is a testament to the varied historical and 
cultural circmnstances of God's people. 

Think about the above realities: 66 books, writ
ten by 40 different authors, over 1500 years, in 3 dif
ferent languages, on 3 different continents. What's 
more, this collection of books shares a common 
storyline - the creation, fall, and redemption of 

God's people; a common theme- God's universal 
love for all of hutnanity; and a common message- sal
vation is available to all who repent of their sins and 
commit to following God with all of their heart, 
soul, mind and strength. In addition to sharing these 
commonalities, these 66 books contain no historical 
errors or contradictions. God's word truly is an 
amazing collection of writings! 

After I had shared the above facts with this stu
dent, I offered him the following challenge: "If you 
do not believe that the Bible is the inspired word of 
God, if you do not believe that the Bible is of a su
pernatural origin, than I challenge you to a test." "I 
challenge you to go to any library in the world, you 
can choose any library you like, and find 66 books 
which match the characteristics of the 66 books in 
the Bible. You must choose 66 books, written by 40 
different authors, over 1,500 years, in 3 different 
languages, written on 3 different continents. How
ever, they must share a common storyline, a common 
theme, and a common message, with no historical er
rors or contradictions." I went on to say, "If you can 
produce such a collection of books, I will admit that 
the Bible is not the inspired word of God." The 
student's reply was almost instantaneous, he em
phatically stated, "But that's impossible!" 

It truly is impossible for any collection of human 
writings. However, the Bible passes this test. The 
Bible contains 66 books, written by 40 different au
thors, over 1,500 years, in 3 different languages, on 
3 different continents, with no historical errors or 
contradictions. The entire Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation, bears the mark of Divine inspiration. 

The next titne you encounter someone who asks 
why you believe the Bible is the inspired word of God, 
try sharing this challenge. Better yet, just go ahead and 
share this challenge with a friend today. You don't even 
have to mention the Bible up front, just ask them if they 
think it would be realistic to assemble such a collection 
of books. After they say, "But that's impossible!" 
you've got a ready-made opportunity for sharing the 
truth of God's word with somebody! P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
Fp 
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(James DeForest Murch [1892-1973] was a preacher for the Independent Christian Church. He edited 
Christianity Today from 1958 to 1961, and enjoyed a national reputation among the conservative evangelicals 
in North America. Murch was every inch a scholar whose research and writings deserve a respectful hearing. In 
1962 The Standard Publishing Company published his book, Christians Only, which is especially helpful be
cause of his balanced research and writing. We are indebted to his memory because he captured in the book the 
gist of the history of those endeavoring to lead in the noble attempt to restore the church of the first century. 
Chapter 16 of Christians Only (pp. 23 7-262) accurately chronicle under the title, The Great Controversy, de
scribes how modern religious liberalism repeatedly raped the restored church and brought the engineers of liber
alism in the restored church to ruin. Our purpose is to sound a trumpet warning to the current restoration en
deavor by pointing out how religious liberals dishonestly manipulated those seeking to ugo back to jerusalem" 
into a position of unbelief and denial of Holy WTit, and warn that history is in the process of repeating itself 
even now. Looking back to be reminded of what happened to Bible believers and church restorers in the 20'" 
century may enable some to escape the beast of religious liberalism as he again rears his head and bares again a 
bloody tooth and claw. The wise will read, take note, be warned and may save themselves and others from 
walking once again the treacherous road that leads to destruction.) 

A Review 

M urch in the first 15 chapters of his book, 
Christians Only, describes the work of 
the pioneers of restorationism in 

America. He speaks of their great success and poten
tial, but then records how religious liberalism (a sys
tem of unbelief that "concerning the faith has erred" 
and "overthrows the faith of some). Murch wrote: 

14 

For one hundred years, the Disciples of 
Christ had been a Bible people. They knew 
the Scriptures, prided themselves on know
ing how to "rightly divide the Word," and 
delighted in receiving and "doing whole 
counsel of God." They had no question 
about basic doctrines sealed in the words of 
Scripture. They sought to "adorn the doc
trine" with the labor of souls and bodies 
which bore the marks of God's grace They 
believed that the unity of all God's people 
could be achieved by allegiance to the Bible 
alone as the authoritative rule of faith and 
practice. Now, suddenly, in their hour of 
greatest achievement, they began to recog
nize the infiltration of 'another gospel" 
which denied the credibility, inspiration, 
and authority of the Bible in the name of 
science and modern culture. The Disciples 
had not accepted any clear-cut theological 
system intellectual statement of faith. They 
knew nothing but the Bible and had yet to 
plumb its depths. The rank-and-file mem
bers were for the most part oblivious to the 
scientific and theological influences, which 
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were undermining the faith of millions in 
the Holy Scriptures. When they heard 
about these modern views, they I umped 
them together with the man-made creeds of 
Christendom and discounted them as un
worthy of their concern. What they could 
understand were the evidences of departure 
from the faith. If the Bible said one thing 
and one of the brethren said something 
else, that was heresy. With their failure to 
see beyond surface digressions and to un
derstand the nature of the new apostasy, the 
defenders of the faith were greatly handi
capped in the controversy that was about to 
ensue (Christians Only, p. 23 7). 

Murch observes that advocates of restoring the 
New Testament church to current times thought of 
themselves as united and, unfortunately, some did 
not recognize a wedge driven into the heart of the 
church. He notes the following developments: 

• The Disciples Divinity House had its begin
nings in the mind of Herbert L. Willett, who had 
wholeheartedly espoused the liberal cause. In 1893 
he suggested the establishment of a seminary in con
nection with the University of Chicago, the great 
Rockefeller-endowed citadel of liberalism. Through 
Willett's influence, President Harper of the Univer
sity was asked to address the National Convention of 
the Disciples in Chicago in October of that year. 
Harper explained the advantages the University 
could offer any theological school established in af-



filiation with it. In accordance with his terms, the Di
vinity House was founded in 1894, with Willett as 
dean. Since the Disciples had no graduate school in 
theology, a large group of graduates from their col
leges began to flock to Chicago where they eagerly 
imbibed liberal ideas and doctrines. Others went to 
Yale, which was also controlled by liberals (p. 238). 

• The liberals needed an organ through which 
they could propagandize the brotherhood .... A 
small journal known as the Christian Oracle, 
founded in Iowa in 1884, had moved to Chicago. It 
was having financial problems, so the liberals took it 
over and renamed it the Christian Century . ... in 
1908, H.T. Morrison bought the Century and a new 
policy of frank and open commitment to liberalism 
was inaugurated (p. 238). 

• In 1896 some Yale and Chicago men organized 
the Campbell Institute, which grew to a tnetnbership 
of several hundred representing most of the colleges 
of the Disciples (p. 239). 

• Conservatives were slow to see what was hap
pening in their Zion. Sotne were naive enough to be 
taken in by the liberal propaganda .... In 1893 
McGarvey began a departtnent in Christian Standard 
under the title, "Biblical Criticism." ... The Standard 
offered the space and McGarvey's monumental 
work began .... He challenged the Chicago coterie of 
liberals frequently and seldom came off second best. 
The Christian Century and the Christian-Evangelist 
were so unfair to him and the things he stood for 
that finally McGarvey accused them of "a lack of 
honesty, reverence, and intelligence." It was at great 
personal sacrifice that he carried on his "battle for 
truth and right." He paid both in weakening physical 
health and in personal and scholarly disapprobation. 
But it was McGarvey, above all others in the brother
hood, who sensed the real issues at stake in both the 
Great Apostasy and the Great Controversy and dealt 
effectively with them. Without him the conservatives 
would have been dispersed and overcome (p. 240). 

• Another stalwart was Alfred Fairhurst, profes
sor in Kentucky University at Lexington. While 
McGarvey was challenging the textual critics, 
Fairhurst was defying the scientific naturalists in his 
classroom and in his books, Organic Evolution Con
sidered and Theistic Evolution. Both had a wide sale 
throughout the English-speaking religious world. 
He, too, did not hesitate to meet the evolutionists in 
the Congresses and show up the weaknesses of their 
hypotheses (p. 241). 

• [A]t the death of McGarvey (1911) and others 

of the old school" at Lexington, the liberals moved 
in for "the kill." 

Murch takes note of the national convention(s) 
of the liberal element of the disciples (Initially, the 
convention was little more than an annual lecture
ship). Finally, the missionary society seized the appa
ratus of the convention and liberals gained control. 
(The churches of Christ had long since rejected the 
entire mess and were boldly going on their way 
preaching the word and their nutnber grew impres
sively.) Many within the "disciples" movement were 
tormented by ratnpant liberalistn and labored fruit
lessly to turn the tide back to Bible study. The liberals 
eventually gained the ascendancy and began to press 
anew their passion for an ecmnenical hierarchy. This 
alarmed their tnore conservative brethren who began 
to call themselves "independents," tneaning opposed 
to extra-congregational authority, hence indepen
dent. A noble movement split into three identifiable 
groups: (1) Disciples, (2) Independents, and (3) 
churches of Christ. The Disciples and the Indepen
dents continued to try to hold hands, but the 
churches of Christ pressed their Bible only appeal 
and as a result grew spiritually and their nmnber 
multiplied. 
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Christians Only (Murch) gives a ru nning hi sto ry 
o f th e battl e between the liberals (discip les) and the 
independents (Christian Churches). "T hese 
evange lica ls findependentsl were determined that 
nothing should compromise their historic and scrip
tural p lan for the uni on of all believers. Said the Stan
dard: 

16 

The plan for unity was to retu rn to the pat
tern of New Testament Christianity revealed 
in the ActS and the Epistles. As (the fathers) 
studied the New Testament they found that 
this pattern is twofold . They spoke of the 
ancient gospel" and the ancient order." T he 
a ncient gospel centered in the proposition 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. T his is the creed of the New Testament 
church, the on ly proper test of faith and 
fe llow-ship. This proposition was proved, 
not by theological spec ul ations and opin
ions, but by the facts of the gospel divinely 
interposed M the stream of human history; 
namely, the death of Christ for our sins, His 
burial and His resurrection from the grave as 
the ground of our hope. These gospel facts 
were appropriated by faith in C hrist, repen
tance toward Christ, confession of Christ 
and baptism into Christ. This is the divinely 
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appointed, uncha nging means and method 
of coming into fe ll owship with Christ and 
His church .... As these men honestly studied 
their New Testament t hey fo und the New 
Testament church differing in design from all 
the "churches" of their day. T hey conceived 
that the pathway to C hristi an unity lay along 
the line of restoring the polity of the church 
according to the pattern. .. . Denomina
tional isrs generally hold that it is not. They 
maintain generally two different theories of 
the church . One is the authoritarian conct:pt 
of the Catholic groups, based on the author
ity of the clergy, vested in them by right of 
apostolic succession. The other is the evo lu
tionary, concept, that the chu rch is divinely 
molded to fit the needs of the t ime and place 
where it found itself and that its polity and 
forms arc adaptable to the mores of succeed 
ing generations (p. 261 ). 

The Independents made a " best foot fo rward" 
ap proach to their Libera l brethren, urging an irenic 
spi ri t and begging for Bible au thority to support 
teaching and practi ce. The Libera ls, however, had 
them by the throat and, while they did not have the 
votes to pass their p latfo rm, t he y saw eve ntual vic
tory. In the meantime, churches of C hrist continued 
to preach the wo rd and reap a harvest o f souls. It was 
a thrilling time for those committed to resto ring the 
ancient order. T hey heard in the distance the rumble 
o f the rift between the Liberals and the Evangelicals, 
but were not d irectly involved, nor much interested. 

T he Centenn ia l Convent io n was in Pittsburgh, 
beginning October 11, 1909. It was an a ttemp t to 
hear all sides of th e issue and unite the brotherhood. 
Amo ng t he speakers was J.W. McGarve y, in his 
e ightieth year, a living link with the early leaders of 
the movement, who vigoro usly declared: 

[Our] supreme, controlling rule of thought 
and actio n .... was t he rule so tersely and 
admirably exp ressed by Th omas Campbell: 
"Where the Scriptures speak, we speak, and 
where the Scriptures arc si lent, we arc si
lent." It was th is that led Walter Scott, when 
he was informed of Thomas Ca mpbell's 
teaching, to devote himself night and day to 
the stud y, not of volumes in which his spiri
tual forefathe rs had expounded and de
fended the ancestral creed, but to the Scrip
tures alone, determined to fo llow them 
whithersoever they might lead . It was this 
that led Alexander Campbell, after accept
ing it from his father, to insist on the aban
donment of in fant baptism, and then to go 
on abandoning traditions, one by one, until 



he was freed from them all. It was this that 
led Barton W. Stone, before he heard of 
either of the Campbells, and before he fully 
realized what he said, to proclaim to sinners 
moaning and weeping in the dark, the 
Scriptural way of peace and pardon. It was 
this supreme devotion to the word of God 
that developed a movement having at first 
only the union of believers in view, into one 
having in view the complete restoration of 
primitive Christianity in its faith, its ordi
nances and its life, with union as a necessary 
result. For it was soon seen that the union 
for which Christ prayed, arid upon which 
the apostles insisted, could be brought 
about only in this way. This, then, became, 
and has continued to be, the leading 
thought and purpose of the brotherhood, 
being the only practicable way of bringing 
about the union of God's people. It has 
made what we call our Reformation the 
mightiest instrument for the furtherance of 
Christian unity thus far known to history 
(Centennial Convention Report, p. 363, as 
quoted in Christians Only, p. 211). 

Murch gives a series of sidelights in which he 
notes a convention by convention account of the fight 
between the Liberals and the Independents. The Lib
erals were determined to setup an ecclesiastical hierar
chy and the Independents were equally determined to 
prevent it. The battle ensued until the Denver Interna
tional Convention in 1959 passed a resolution calling 
for "Brotherhood Restructure" (p. 291). 

The Liberals gleefully announced, "The Interna
tional Convention will be the central authoritative 
denominational body. The state societies or associa
tions, under the I.C.C.C, will become "associations 
of churches" with all essential denominational con
trols at the state level. The local churches arc being 
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asked to adopt new charters and constitutions which 
recognize the superior extra-congregational author
ity of state and national bodies .... When restructure 
has been completed, the new denominational leader
ship will be in legal position to consummate mergers 
with other denominations. Conversations looking to 
merger with the United Church of Christ are now 
under way" {p. 291). 

The Liberals have persisted in their unbelief and 
now flounder in sheer impotency. The Independents 
are divided and may be inflicting a death-wound 
upon themselves. The churches of Christ are bewil
dered and in danger of sinking into the morass that 
swallowed the Liberals. 

Conclusion 
"Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as we 
obtained mercy, we faint not: but we have renounced 
the hidden things of shame, not walking in crafti
ness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but 
by the manifestation of the truth commending our
selves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 
And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them 
that perish: in whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should not dawn upon them" (2 Cor. 4:1-4). 

Each man's death diminishes me, 
For I am involved in mankind. 
Therefore, send not to know 
For whom the bell tolls, 

It tolls for thee. P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Nineteenth-century Miracle Critics 
By Steve Gibson 

T homas Jefferson did not believe Jesus per
formed miracles. The unique thing about 
Jefferson's Bible is that he cut the miracles 

out of the life of Jesus Christ. In that age, he used 
scissors and paste. He took two copies of the King 
James translation of the Bible, and he went through 
the four Gospels, literally cutting out those accounts 
of miracles that are so numerous in the life of our 
Lord. Then he took the leftovers, having left the 
miracles on the proverbial cutting-room floor, and 
he pasted them together so as to have a record of 
what he thought were the tnoral precepts of Jesus. 

Jefferson quotes from Matthew 27:41: Now, in 
the place, where he was crucified, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new sepulcher, wherein was never 
man yet laid. There laid they jesus... he clipped the 
rest of that line, and then pasted in part of verse 60, 
so that the closing words of the Gospel record, ac
cording to Thomas Jefferson, read: ... and rolled a 
great stone to the door of the sepulcher, and departed. 

Thomas Jefferson did not believe Jesus rose from 
the dead. He believed the last event of Jesus' story 
was rolling the great stone to the sepulcher door. 
Thomas Jefferson regarded himself as a Bible critic 
who operated on the assumption that miracles were 
not to be believed by any modern man. Thomas 
Jefferson, who lived frotn 1734 to 1826, held to the 
principle of naturalism. He held as a presupposition 
that miracles did not occur. Like an odorless, poison 
gas, his mind was infected with the a priori dismissal 
of all things supernatural. He had an anti-supernatu
ral bias. He ruled out miracles before he ever got 
started, and he came to read the gospels with the as-
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sumption in mind that any claimed miracle was a 
myth. 

Jefferson cited as examples of miracles in which 
he did not believe the "immaculate conception of 
Jesus, his deification, the creation of the world by 
him, his miraculous power, his resurrection and vis
ible ascension." 

What is a miracle? I believe that Thomas 
Jefferson, like many since his time, rejected Biblical 
miracles because they first came to reject as false so
called modern miracles that they encountered in 
their own experience. Wayne Jackson, in his cotn
mentary on the book of Acts, gives this definition of 
a miracle: "A miracle is an event which the forces of 
nature - including the natural powers of man -
cannot of themselves produce, and which must, 
therefore, be referred to a supernatural agency. A 
miracle is a divine operation that transcends what is 
normally perceived as natural law; it cannot be ex
plained upon any natural basis." 

The Bible, of course, is full of miracles. We might 
categorize them as follows: 

1. Supernatural acts of creation (for example, the 
beginning of the universe) 

2. Temporary and local suspension of the laws 
governing nature (e.g. Jesus calming storm on Sea of 
Galilee) 

3. Healing of mans' physical body (e.g. blind; 
lame) 

4. Divine power over death (e.g. Lazarus; Jesus) 
5. Expulsion of demons 
6. Manipulation of material things (e.g. water to 

wine; loaves and fishes) 
7. Miracles involving the plant and animal king

dom (e.g. Num. 22, Balaam's donkey speaks; Matt. 
21, the cursing of the fig tree)l 

These miracles were dramatic facts. They im
pressed those who noticed them. The motive for the 
miracles was worthy. They were instantaneous. They 
authenticated the divine authority of those who per
formed them. 

One of the greatest hindrances to faith in our 
modern age is those who falsely claim to be able to 
perform miracles today. There are, in fact, advocates 



of vario us and sund ry religio ns and phi loso phies, a ll 
o f who m claim to be able miraculo usly to hea l. T he 
Ro man Catho lic rel igion and th e Angli can re ligio n 
have their cla im to the miraculous Lord 's Supper o r 
Euchari st. They have the same type of so-ca ll ed 
"miracles," howeve r, that can be seen by th e advo
cates o f M o rmo ni sm, as I have lea rn ed fro m my 
studies w ith them, as well as Christian Science, Tran
scendental M edita t io n , th ose who ad vocate Yoga, 
psychic hea ling, new age crysta l hea ling, and, of 
course, a ll va ri eties o f Pentecosta lism. Many people 
in our age reject the miraculous because o f what has 
bee n cl aimed to th em to be a miracle, hut is not. 

Essentia ll y, the position of Tho mas Jeffe rson and 
the naturalists is " I have never seen a miracle; those I 
have seen who claim to pe rform miracles arc a ll 
fakes, so I am going to jump to the conclusion that in 
bygone e ras, and even in Bible t imes, those who 
cla imed to have perform ed miracles a re li kew ise 
fakes. T hose who believed them and wro te records 
o f what they d id were just as credul o us as those 
people who believe such fakery today." 

Well d id T ho mas H artwe ll H o rn e wa rn that th e 
purveyors o f modern miracles have made mo re athe
ists than they have C hri sti ans. Once people opera te 
o n the assumptio n that wha t I have experienced is 
the same as w hat happened in the Bible, and wha t I 
have seen is the end of all p roof, they then go back 
and reach the conclusio n tha t the miracles reco rded 
in the Bible must likewise be fake. They diminish the 
sta ture of Bib lical miracles by those th ings that they 
falsely and loose ly claim to be miracles today. 

Tho mas j efferson deconstructed and demytho lo
gized the li fe of jesus in "J efferson's Bible" and has 
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left us with a cut-and -paste acco unt tha t says th e 
g rand sto ry ended w hen they ro lled a stone to the 
sepulcher and departed. jefferson wrote in 1820. In 
1878, a man came a lo ng by the name o f Ju lius 
Wellhausen, a German, who in effect did the same 
t hing to the O ld Testament that T homas J effe rson 
had do ne to th e Gospels. H e did in his approach to 
the o ld H ebrew Bible w ha t Tho mas Jefferson had 
do ne to the G reek New Testament. Mr. We llhausen 
took the approach, just as Jeffe rso n d id, th at 
miracles have never occu rred, that th ey arc to be dis
missed before we begin o ur stud y of histo ry, that 
th ey a rc o ut-of-bo unds, that they a re to be assumed 
out. 

The fruit o f his stud y was to reconstruct the his
tory of Israel, taki ng o ut th e miracles. The story as it 
stands wri tten co llapses. H e published hi s book in 
1878 with th e unusua l t itle of Prolegomena to the 
History of Ancient Israef.2 Mr. Wcllhausen said that 
once you take the miracles o ut, the puzzle falls apart, 
but you can put th e pieces back together and recon
struct the histo ry of Israe l to see th at th e law of 
Moses itself was fake. The theory we have been re
viewing, portrayed in th e PBS documenta ry "The 
Bible's Buried Secrets" is essenti all y a te leplay of 
what M r. Wellhausen ad vocated in this book back in 
1878. H e also authored the a rticle in the Encyclope
dia Britannica o n " Israel" that is reproduced in thi s 
volume. The important th ing fo r us to understand in 
the matter o f hi sto ry is tha t J ulius Wcllhauscn lived 
afte r Charles Darwin. 

In 1859, C harles Darwin published On The Ori
gin of Species, and in 1871, The Descent of Man. In 
th ese books he sough t to criticize the Genesis ac
count of creatio n and to explain the o ri gin o f man 
and of all li ving things o n the principle of naturalistic 
evoluti o n. A few years late r Julius We llhausc n came 
a lo ng and, acco rd ing to page 298 o f his book, ap
p lied " th e principles o f evo lu tio n " to Bib le study.3 

H e sought to show th a t th e re ligio n o f Israel 
"evolved," and that the Bible itse lf "evolved." Rather 
than believing that God created man, he tho ught he 
could show how man created God, o r perhaps more 
precise ly, how bel ie f in God "evolved ." H e operated 
on th e assumption that there were no miracles, that 
the s imple preceded the complex, that the primitive 
preceded the sophisticated. H e developed the theory 
tha t Is rae l was just li ke a ll t he other paga n na ti o ns 
that worshipped ido ls, esse ntia ll y bowed before 
totem po les, and in the process of time, the concept 
of o ne God "evolved." T he 2008 film "T he Bible's 
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Buried Secrets," proceeds on the heritage of 
Jefferson and Wellhausen in seeking to cut out the 
miracles of the Bible from the stories thereof. 

Carol Meyers, a professor of religion at Duke 
University, criticized what the Bible says about 
Moses. Again I will share with you her comments: 
"The Moses of the Bible is larger than life .... no one 
individual could have done all that. So the tales are a 
kind of aggrandizement. He is also associated with 
miracles - the memorable story of being found in a 
basket in the Nile and being saved, miraculously, to 
grow up in the pharaoh's household." A little later 
she says, "The hype about him [Moses] is a way of 
expressing the fact that people could trust his judg
ment." Concerning the exodus, she says that' it be
longs "in the theological realm. There is a belief in 
the Bible that the dream of escaping from Egypt and 
returning to an ancestral homeland could not have 
happened without supernatural intervention, divine 
intervention. And the group that had come from 
Egypt felt that one particular god, whom they called 
Yahweh, was responsible for this miracle of escape." 

The point of the program is that scientists can 
cut out this "hype." Scientists reject anything super
natural. Like Jefferson, they cut out any accounts of 
miracles. They deny the reality of prophecy and say 
that the history of Israel, as set forth in the Bible, 
contains "events that seem to fulfill the prophets' 
dire predictions." Since they don't believe in 
miracles, such as predicting the future, they deny 
that predictions were ever given. In fact, the very 
first words of the narrator of the program are "God 
is dead, or so it must have seemed" when the temple 
was destroyed in 586 B.C. 

The theory set forth by this film is essentially that 
"God is dead." The point of the program is to try and 
study the Bible, but leave out God, leave out the God 
of miracles. The Bible says in Genesis 1:1, "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 
These liberal critics do not believe that. They reject 
the very first verse of the Bible, and in its place, as
sume that all life and matter came about because of 
naturalistic evolution. It is no surprise therefore, hav
ing rejected the very first verse of the Bible, that they 
cannot understand the Bible's subsequent story. 

They do not believe in Adam and Eve; they do 
not believe that the Lord God walked with them in 
the cool of the day; they do not believe in the temp
tation, sin and fall of man. They do not believe in the 
Genesis flood. They do not believe in the Tower of 
Babel, or the call of Abraham, and how it was that 
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Abraham and Sarah had a son of promise named 
Isaac in their old age. Genesis 18: 14 has the words to 
Sarah: "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" Those 
words underscore a basic truth, namely, that if you 
believe the beginning of Genesis, that God created 
the heaven and earth, then you can believe he 
brought the flood. You can believe he brought about 
the birth of Isaac. You can believe that all these other 
miracles occurred, because they occurred in the 
world that God himself had created. 

In Acts 26:8, as he stood before King Agrippa, 
Paul said, "Why should it be a thought a thing incred
ible with you, that God should raise the dead?" In
deed, if we accept the existence of God, it is not in
credible to believe in the resurrection from the dead. 
"Is anything too hard for the Lord?" In Mark 9:23, 
Jesus said that, with God, nothing is impossible. If we 
believe in God, we can accept God's miraculous 
works. If we believe He made the laws of nature, we 
can understand that He could suspend thetn on a 
small or large scale, temporarily or permanently, in 
order to give signs from heaven and the spiritual 
world of that which he was doing upon this earth. 

I mentioned earlier that many respected names 
have been associated with "The Bible's Buried Se
crets" broadcast. Like Carol Meyers, many of them 
are professors in so-called theological seminaries, 
training the preachers and ministers and future semi
nary professors that shall spread religious beliefs 
throughout our land. I tell you the truth: if they do 
not believe in the God of creation and in the God of 
miracles, they had as well dub themselves 
atheological seminaries. They read Genesis, but they 
do not believe in its God. They say, "God is said to 
have done this, and that couldn't have happened"; 
"God is said to have done this and performed a 
miracle; we rule that out." The problem is they really 
do not believe in God. 

Moses and Jesus performed miracles to prove 
their claims. Indeed, the Scripture records that just as 
Jesus performed miracles, so Moses performed 
miracles to authenticate his role as a deliverer in Is
rael. 

I have a useful book by Herbert Lockyer entitled 
All the Miracles of the Bible. This fine work, pro
duced in 1961, is subtitled, "The Supernatural in 
Scripture: Its Scope and Significance." The author 
does as good a job as anyone I have read after in giv
ing us a good analysis of miracles from the beginning 
of the Bible until its end. He says on page 17 that the 
student of Bible miracles should observe their distri-



bution. He s~ys there were certain periods when 
miracles were very conspicuous, and that these peri
ods were unique, unlike certain gaps that came be
tween them. He says there were five key periods for 
the performing of miracles in Bible history: 

1. The time of Moses and the exodus, about 
1400 B.C. 

2. The time of the prophets Elijah and Elisha, 
about 850 B.C. 

3. The time of the prophet Daniel, about 600 
B.C. 

4. The time of Jesus Christ, about A.D. 26. 
5. The ministry of Jesus' apostles, who contin

ued to work miracles as recorded for us in the book 
of Acts.4 

Mr. Lockyer continues to break it down. For in
stance, there were 48 principle miracles performed 
by Jesus Christ or in connection with His life and 
ministry recorded in the Gospels. On the other hand, 
I was able to count by Mr. Lockyer's numeration that 
during the lifetime of Moses thirty-two (32) miracles 
were performed. The following miracles are associ
ated with Moses: 

1. The burning bush (Exod. 3) 
2. The rod that became a serpent (Exod. 4) 
3. The leprous hand 
4. Nile into blood 
5. Frogs (Exod. 8) 
6. Lice 
7. Flies 
8. Murrain on cattle (Exod. 9) 
9. Boils 

10. Hailstorm 
11. Locusts (Exod. 1 0) 
12. Darkness 
13. Death of the firstborn (Exod. 11) 
14. The pillars of cloud and fire (Exod. 13) 
15. Crossing the Red Sea on dry land (Exod. 14) 
16. Journey to Canaan (Book of Numbers) 
17. Healing the waters of Mara (Exod. 15) 
18. Manna 
19. Quails (Exod. 16) 
20. Water from smitten rock (Exod. 17) 
21. Conquest of Amalek 
22. Mt. Sinai events (Exod. 19) 
23. Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 1 0) 
24. Burning at Taberah (Num. 11) 
25. Miriam's leprosy (Nutn. 12) 
26. Korah, Dathan and Abiratn (Num. 16) 
27. Budding of Aaron's rod (Num. 17) 
28. Brazen Serpent (Num. 21) 

29. Mighty Well 
30. Balaatn's donkey speaks (Num. 22) 
31. Midianite vexation (Num. 25) 
32. Burial of Moses (Deut. 32)5 

The point is that he was a type of Jesus Christ; in 
all the Scriptures, no one worked more miracles than 
Moses, until there came "the prophet like unto 
Moses." 

Let's notice again a few passages of scripture 
which talk about the miracles of Moses on the one 
hand, and the miracles of Christ on the other. Both 
performed miraculous signs. In Exodus 4 we have 
the beginning of the mission of Moses, as he was told 
to go before Pharaoh and demand the deliverance of 
his people: "Let my people go." What was the first 
miracle? According to Exodus 4, it was the serpent 
and the rod. Then there was the miracle of the lep
rous hand in v. 7. If you skip down to the end of the 
chapter, v. 29, the record states: "And Moses and 
Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the 
children of Israel: and Aaron spake all the words 
which the Lord had spoken unto Moses, and did the 
signs in the sight of the people, and the people be
lieved . ... " Compare that to John 20:30-31: ~~And 
many other signs truly did jesus in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book: but 
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name." 

Moses did "signs in the sight of the people, and 
the people believed" (Eodx. 4:30-31). Jesus did signs 
in the presence of his disciples, that they tnight be
lieve him; the written record produces faith today, 
that we might know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God. The same redemptive supernaturalism that 
characterized the age of Moses characterized the 
ministry of Jesus Christ. 

Let us look again at Deuteronomy 34:10-12, as 
Joshua most likely is the one who gives us the epi
taph summarizing Moses' life. Following his death 
and the Lord's burial of him, the record states: ~'And 
there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto 
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. In all the 
signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him to do 
in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his ser
vants, and to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, 
and in all the great terror which Moses showed in the 
sight of all Israel." 

There is a sad day coming for those who reject 
the Lord and His works. Exodus 34 likewise reminds 
us that the signs and wonders that the Lord per
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formed by Moses struck "great terror." They were 
largely tniracles of retribution. The Lord "showed 
up" Pharaoh. He outdid the gods of Egypt. He dem
onstrated his power in the mighty plagues that 
brought Pharaoh to his knees. 

The Bible says that Jesus is "the prophet like 
unto Moses," who, according to Acts 3, we dare not 
resist lest we be destroyed. Hear the words of Peter: 
cc For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet 
shall the Lord you God raise up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall come 
to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that 
Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.,, 
The same miraculous power that caused Pharaoh to 
bow to Moses, and to Moses' God Jehovah, is the 
power that will someday judge the earth by Jesus 
Christ, the man whom God hath ordained and raised 
from the dead (Acts 17 :30-31). 

Oswald P. Allis, author of the previously recom
mended volume The Five Books of Moses says of the 
critics who would de-supernaturalize the Bible, de-

mythologize the Bible, take their Thomas Jefferson 
cut out any passage which claims to involve a 
miracle: " ... they regard as impossible the very 
things which it represents as supremely important, 
those things which make it uniquely precious to the 
Christian believer, the record it gives of God's won
ders of old. "6 I do not reject the Bible because of its 
miraculous record; because of that very record, I be-· 
lieve the Bible, because it points to the reality of the 
God who made the world and whose story is told in 
its pages. 

1 Wayne Jackson, The Acts of the Apostles: From Jerusalem to Rome 
(Stockton, California: Christian Courier, 2005), summarizing pp. 371ff. 
2 Julius Wellhausen, Prolegomena to the History of Israel (Gloucester, 
Massachusetts: Peter Smith, 1973, orig. 1878). 
3 Ibid., p. 298. 
4 Herbert Lockyer, All the Miracles of the Bible (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1961), p. 17. 
5 Ibid., pp. 43-80. 
6 Allis, p. 279. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, Tx 77269 
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(L. 0. Sanderson was a talented writer of music and songs ... he was also a capable gospel preacher. He has 
gone from us, but his writing lives. Here is a sample of this beloved brother·s exhortation to the church. We are 
indebted to this great man of God.) 

The Salt of the Earth 
By L. 0. Sanderson 

Salt has ever been an indispensable compound of 
the human race. "Without salt, human life 
cannot be sustained," said Pliny. 

Hebrews used it in offerings and sacrifices (Lev. 
2: 13); Elisha employed it in making the waters pal
atable (2 Kings 2: 19-22); newborn babes were 
cleansed with salty water (Ezek. 16: 4); and food has 
always been distasteful without it Uob 6:6). Salt is 
listed as a necessity of the elders, and one who vio
lated the decree was to be hanged. (Ezra 6:7-11.) 
Even the Roman Catholic Church employs "baptis
mal salt" and "blessed salt" - the former before 
baptism and the latter before a high mass - without 
scriptural authority, of course. 

But salt has not always been used to bring bless
ings. Shechem was beaten down and sowed with salt 
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Uudg. 9:45), and the curse of the salt land was the 
lot of any who trusted in man Uer. 17:6). Saltpits 
were a part of the pledge of reproach of Moab 
(Zeph. 2:9). Thus salt, like the tongue, may be used 
for both cursing and blessing. In addition, we may 
add, there has always been an inexhaustible supply. 
Silver, wheat, wine, and oil, in large but limited 
quantities, were at the command of Ezra, but salt 
was his without restriction (Ezra 7:22). Jehovah de
creed that the miry, marshy places were "given up to 
salt" (Ezek. 47:11). Judah had her city of salt; Edom 
was in the valley of salt; there was the ever-salt-pro
ducing sea, now called the Dead Sea; and there is no 
more plentiful commodity today than salt. 

We can well see the logical and pertinent use of 
the Inetaphor of salt. Our speech must be "seasoned 



with salt" (Col. 4:6). "Every one shall be salted with 
fire" (Mark 9:49). "No fountain" can "both yield 
salt water and fresh" Uames 3: 12). And "have salt in 
yourselves" (Mark 9:50). Especially are we ac
quainted with, "Ye are the salt of the earth" (Matt. 
5:13). This language is personal- you are the salt. 
It is, as all Christian obligations and privileges, in the 
present tense- you are the salt. In addition, it is just 
as positive - you are the salt of the earth. The old 
covenant was one of salt (Num. 18:19), and no less 
is the new one, the gospel of Christ. The gospel, 
God's power, written indelibly upon our hearts, op
erates through us to bless the earth. 

Salt is a cleansing, preserving substance. Chris
tians are the salt of the earth. There is no other sea
soning and preserving influence on the earth apart 
from human instruments, the disciples of the Lord. 
The earth is great and the church is small, and force 
or demand upon the earth could never purify it. But 
as a light, though small: as a little leaven; as a small 
mustard seed; as the salt, with the ever quick and 
powerful word within, the Lord's people can season 
and save the earth as completely as possible. Even 
then but few will be saved. 

The disciples who heard this Sermon on the 
Mount knew well the fishing business. They knew 
the value and necessity of salt in curing and preserv
ing fish. They were to be fishers of men, and they, 
together with all who believed on Christ through 
their word, could and should be a like purifying and 
conserving influence on the earth. Can you itnagine 
what a country ours would be without the seasoning 
and preserving power of Christianity? You need only 
observe Godless countries to know. There you will 
find the works of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21 ). There 
you will find wretched living conditions - the sla
very of the masses, the power trust of masters, and 
the ruthless iron hand. There they experience 
crushed liberties, heartless cruelties, and brutal ex
ecutions. There "home, sweet home," is unknown. 
There marriage relationships are a beast. Why? Be
cause Christianity is not there. Salt has not been 
used to preserve the souls of men. 

And observe: Salt cannot affect until it tnakes di
rect contact. It must be used. You can place a barrel 
of salt within a foot of a fresh ham, and the ham will 
spoil. There must be immediate contact to avail any
thing. You can live next door to a friend, sit across 
the aisle from another every Sunday, and rub elbows 
with the business world every day, and still all your 
acquaintances may die and lift up their eyes in hell, 

so far as you are concerned, because you have not 
applied your heart and wisdom and influence to the 
needs of their souls. You can put salt on a raw place, 
and there may be a sting; but if it fails to accotnplish 
its purpose, one of two things is true: either the salt 
has lost its savor or the object is beyond remedy. The 
latter can easily be true. There is implied in the need 
and use of salt a corrupted condition. And in the 
days of Paul some could not be saved, and some 
seemed to smart under the application of salt. 

It is sad, however, to think that salt can lose its 
savor. But tnark this: Pure salt never loses its savor! 
It is only when foreign substances are mixed with 
the pure salt that it loses its power. It is only when 
the Christian permits the entrance of worldliness 
that he loses his seasoning influence. No one has 
won a sinner by partaking of his sin. No one has 
saved a brother by condoning him in wrong. No 
man can save himself by holding on to the world. 
Do not think for a moment that you can withstand 
temptations even while standing right in the mid
dle of them - "him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall." You cannot contact sin without be
ing marked by it. It is far better to stand aloof from 
the very appearance of evil. "Come ye out from 
among them, and be ye separate." This obligation 
is twofold: Come out and stay out! You, as the salt 
of the earth, will lose your savor if impurities enter 
In. 

And another thing: Salt without its savor still 
looks like salt. Impure salt will still glitter in the sun
shine. There may be an outward appearance of good 
when the power within is gone. By the effect of salt 
can you know the savor is there. The nominal church 
metnber may make every pretense of good and still 
be void of Christian influence. By fruits- effects
can you know them. To lose the saltiness is sad in
deed. Meat without salt can be salted, but salt with
out savor is beyond remedy. If the gospel of Christ is 
absent, there is no other power. When salt loses its 
savor, it is good for nothing. It can only be cast out 
to be trodden under foot of men. 

Let us recognize our place and duty as the salt of 
the earth. Let us keep out every itnpurity and dete
riorative influence. Let us apply ourselves unto the 
task of seasoning and purifying the earth. Even with 
a perfect record of service, our accomplishments 
would be stnall enough. 

P.O. Box 690192 
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[The irrepressible john W. McGarvey (1829-1911) saw the emergence of modern religious liberalism and 
well understood its dangers. He was familiar with. the writings of the founders and framers of liberalism and 
answered their heresy argument for argument. His carefully thought out and biblically based rejoinders show 
the fallacy of unbelief. McGarvey was a prince among preachers and professors. His rebuttals of liberalism re
main unanswered because they are unanswerable. He was a man of quick wit and an engaging sense of humor. 
In july, 1897 the following piece from his pen was published and because there a few around who yet doubt the 
reality of eternal punishment, hell, and the devil, we thought it would be helpful to reprint the article. Enjoy!] 

Hell and the Devil 
By J. W. McGarvey 

I have received two copies of the Rocky Mountain 
News, published at Denver, June 7, in which 
there is a sensational report of a sermon deliv

ered the previous evening by Barton 0. Aylesworth 
to an overflowing audience. The sermon is an
nounced in flaming head-lines, among which I read, 
"There is No Hell, Neither is There Proof of a Per
sonal Devil." The chief part of the report of the ser
mon is printed within quotation marks, as represent
ing the words of the speaker ; and while these head
lines do not precisely represent the thought of the 
sermon, they do so substantially. 

The preacher calls attention to the fact that "in 
the universe there are two force: working constantly 
against each other," and remarks: "Philosophy says it 
is the negative or not-being struggling to overcome 
the positive or actual, so that the former is always 
yielding that the latter may be" I confess that I am 
not philosopher enough to see how "the negative or 
the not-being" can carry on a struggle. If philosophy 
says that, I should advise philosophy to wash its face 
and go to school. Farther on he says: "This negative 
element is hell. It is the failure of the man to rise to 
his own perfection." If this definition is correct, and 
if, as all admit, except the few Methodists who have 
obtained "the second blessing," that all men have 
thus far failed to rise to their own perfection, we 
should no longer talk about going to hell, because we 
are there already. It is a hell, however, which the 
most of us endure with martyr-like composure. It 
causes very little weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Again, our preacher says: "Hell is an illogical 
condition of life." If this is true, we are nearly all 
caught again. Then all the "higher critics" are in hell, 
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sure. They got there sooner than I thought they 
would. Then Bro. Aylesworth himself must be "slip
ping o'er the brink," for I have not seen anything 
lately more illogical than his sermon. I am so glad 
that I am not illogical. Then, too, another old 
thought of ours is corrected. We have always been 
taught, at least ever since Christ spoke on the sub
ject, that it is only dead people who are in hell; but 
here we learn that it is the living, for hell is "an il
logical condition of life." I never knew before how 
important it is to study logic. 

Again, the preacher says: "I do not believe that 
hell is a place of physical torture. I think it is in man 
him-self." This is another evidence that hell is al
ready here, and every man ought to know what it is 
by looking inside himself ; but this presents a puzzle. 
Jesus speaks of casting men into hell; and if hell is in 
the man himself, I don't sec how he can be cast into 
it unless he is made to swallow himself. Again, Jesus 
proposes to cast some men into hell after they are 
dead; and I don't see how this can be done if they 
have hell in them while they are yet alive. J confess 
that I have not logic enough to unravel this tangle, 
and if all these things are true, I am afraid that I will 
become illogical and get into hell with Bro. 
Aylesworth and the "higher critics." 

The preacher, in all these utterances, was not en
tirely forgetful of some things said by Jesus and the 
apostles, but he has a very summary way of setting 
them aside. He says: "The flames mentioned in the 
Scriptures are figuratively spoken of." This statement 
would have been more satisfactory if he had told us 
how he knows it to be true. He has never been there 
to see, and no One who has absolute knowledge on 



the subject has told him so. Then, does he know any
thing about it? I have studied the subject as much, 
perhaps, as he has, and all that I know about it is what 
I am told in the word of God. Jesus, who had seen it, 
and the apostles, who were guided by the Spirit who 
knows all about it, have described it as a lake that 
burns with fire and brimstone; and whether that is 
exactly what it is or not, one thing is certain, that the 
words of these divinely inspired teachers are the very 
best words in which to speak of it. If it had been bet
ter for us to be told that hell is within us now, that 
hell is an illogical condition of life, or that it is "the 
negative or the not-being," Jesus, who knew what 
words were best for its expression, would have said 
so; but, instead of any such phraseology, he calls it 
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his an
gels." Who shall dare to soften the words which the 
solemn reality forced from the loving soul of Jesus? 

This brings us to what the preacher says of that 
mysterious being called the devil and Satan: "In re
gard to the existence of a personal devil, I have but 
little to say. Some people say that he certainly does 
have his fires constantly in readiness, and is armed 
with the proverbial fork wherewith to stab the vic
tims. I do not believe this. I can not induce my imagi
nation to be sufficiently elastic to comprehend an 
evil one fighting against the Lord to obtain the posi
tion of ruler of the universe." The preacher would 
have done better in this sentence if, instead of men
tioning these relics of nursery tales, he had said 
whether he believes what Bible readers of ordinary 
intelligence do believe on this subject ; that is, 
whether he believes what Christ and the apostles say 
about the devil. Instead of saying yea or nay on this 
point, he launches out on an ocean of discovery, and 
entertains us with the following: "Still, the unclean 
spirits may hold an election and choose for their 
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leader the one member who has caused the most 
hearts to break and created the most devastation 
among the innocent and unsuspecting. This is a pos
sibility. Herod and Nero may have held the position 
of devil; I am of the opinion that some of the writers 
of modern fiction are also candidates to fill that ex
ecutive position." Well, if there are elections among 
the unclean spirits, and if we are to judge by elec
tions in this world, there must be a vast amount of 
rascality in those elections, and it should be no won
der that bad fellows get into office. It might be a 
good idea to send Bro. Aylesworth over there (tem
porarily, of course) with a copy of the Australian se
cret ballot law, so that the next election will be an 
honest one, "a free ballot and a fair count," and a 
devil elected who will make it a little easier for us 
mortals. I have understood, however, that the old 
devil who was in office before Herod and Nero went 
to that country had a life-time tenure, and as his 
death has not been announced, nor any funeral tick
ets sent out, I am afraid that he is still in power, and 
leading silly men, including some preachers, captive 
at his will. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269 
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Potpourri .•. 
I t is as confusing as auto traffic in New York City 

to attempt to read the signs of the times, but 
current events can be enlightening. We might 

call that bewilderingly informative. If that does not 
make sense to you, then you got the point. 

We will be looking, once again, at human foibles 
as reported in the media to commend the good and 
rebuke the bad. 

Sodomite Marriage 
• Gov. David Paterson announced plans Thurs

day to legalize same-sex marriage in New York; mak
ing a political gamble that he can ride the momen
tum of other states that have recently allowed the 
practice. 

Religious Documents 
• Oklahoma teachers would have broad flexibil

ity to discuss religious documents, speeches and 
other materials under a bill working its way through 
the state lawmakers. 

The Oklahoma Senate voted 40-7 Wednesday to 
approve the legislation. 

Homosexual Clergy Ban 
• LEXINGTON, Ky. -A majority of Presbyte

rian Church (USA) congregation leaders in central and 
eastern Kentucky have voted to overturn a national 
ban on gay ministers. 

The measure must be approved by a majority of 
the nation's 173 presbyteries to take effect, a move 
that would make it possible for gays and lesbians to 
become pastors, elders and deacons. 

The Lexington Herald-Leader reports commis
sioners of the Presbytery of Transylvania voted 83-61 
to approve the amendment. The presbytery includes 
56 Kentucky counties. 

Drunk 

The church has considered such amend
ments several times since 1996, but all have 
failed. A close vote is expected this year. 

• SHEBOYGAN, Wis. - A 60-year-old Washing
ton woman arrested for drunken driving three times 
in three days while vacationing in Wisconsin has 
been sentenced to a month in jail. The woman was 
arrested first at 2 p.m. March 11, 2008. A deputy 
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saw her try to drive out of a ditch, wearing only one 
shoe and had a blood-alcohol level of 0.21, authori
ties said. The legal driving limit is .08. 

Twenty-four hours later, the woman was arrested 
after her car got stuck in snow in a park campground 
that was closed for the winter. The woman told an 
officer she had had four or six cups of wine. 

The woman spent 12 hours in jail. She was re
leased and headed west, but was arrested a short 
time later after someone reported her driving "all 
over the road," according to a police report. 

An officer found a partial bottle of wine in her 
car. She had a blood alcohol-level of 0.16. 

Court records released Wednesday show the 
woman was sentenced last week to 30 days in jail 
and fined more than $3,000 (AP - Mar. 26, 2009). 

(This woman is on a collision course with disaster 
and may injure or kill innocent people in the process. 
Beware!) 

Ex-military OHicers 
• NEW YORK- More than 1,000 retired mili

tary officers, including several who were top com
manders, are urging President Barack Obama and 
Congress to maintain the law that bars gays from 
serving openly in the armed forces. 

Obama is consulting with the Pentagon on the is
sue and says he supports eventual repeal of the 
"don't ask, don't tell" policy, which prohibits gays in 
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the military fro m being o pen about their sexual ori
entation. _A bill that would allow gays to serve openl y 
has been mtroduccd in Congress. 

. A statement issued by the retired officers Tuesday 
sa1d repea l of the policy would "have adverse effects 
on the willingness of parents who lend their sons and 
daughte rs to military service, and eventuall y break 
the All-Volunteer Force" (CR Daily). 

Eggs Anyone? 

• WASHINGTON- The White H ouse is all o
cating ti ckets for the upcoming Easter Egg Roll 
(April 13, 2009) to gay and lesbian fam il ies as part of 
the Oba ma administrati o n's outreach to diverse 
communities. White House o ffici als said that tickets 
fo r Monday's Easter Egg Roll event were distributed 
to gay, lesb ian, bisexual and transgcndcr orga ni za
ti ons, but did not specify how many or to which 
ones. Representati ves from Family Equality Council, 
Human Rights Campaign, Natio nal Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force and other groups confirmed they were in
vited and encouraged to have their members partici
pate. 

"The Obama ad ministration actuall y reached out 
to us as an organizati on, and said we want gay fami
lies there, and they arc an important part o f th e 
Ameri can famil y fabric," said Jennifer C hri sler, ex
ecutive director of the Boston-based Family Equality 
Council, which is helping spearhead the effort to or
ganize families to attend (CR Daily). 

No Religion 

• A wide-ranging stud y on American religio us li fe 
found that the Roman Catholic po pulation has been 
shi fting out of the Northeast to the South west the 

' percentage of Chri sti ans in the nation has dec lined 
and more people say they have no religion at all. 

Fifteen percent o f respondents said they had no 
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religion, an increase from 14.2 percent in 2001 and 
8.2 percent in J 990, according to the Ameri can Re li
gious Identificatio n Survey . 

Northern New England surpassed the Pacific 
North west as the least religious region, with Ver
mont reporting the highest share of those claiming 
no rel igion, at 34 percent. Sti ll , the sUJdy found that 
the num bers o f Americans with no rel igion rose in 
every state. 

"No other religious bloc has kept such a pace in 
every state," the study 's authors sa id. 

In the Northeast, self-ide ntified Catholi cs made 
up 36 percent of adults last yea r, down from 43 per
cent in 1990. At the same time, however, Catholi cs 
grew to about o ne-third of the adu lt population in 
Ca li fornia and Texas, and one-quarter of Floridians, 
large ly due to Latino immigration, acco rding to the 
research. 

Nationall y, Catholics remain the largest religious 
group, with 57 million people saying they belong to 

the chu rch. The traditio n gained 11 mill ion fo llow
ers since 1990, but its share of the population fel l by 
about a percentage point to 25 percent. 

Chri stians who are n't Catho li c also arc a declin
ing segment of the country. 

In 2008, Christi ans compri sed 76 percent o f U.S. 
adults, compared to abo ut 77 percent in 2001 and 
about 86 percent in 1990. Researchers said the dwi n
dling ranks o f mainl ine Protestants, including Mcth-
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odists, Lutherans and Episcopalians, largely explains 
the shift. Over the last seven years, mainline Protes
tants dropped from just over 17 percent to 12.9 per
cent of the population. 

The report from The Program on Public Values 
at Trinity College in Hartford, Conn., surveyed 
54,461 adults in English or Spanish from February 
through November of last year. It has a margin of er
ror of plus or minus 0.5 percentage points. The find
ings are part of a series of studies on American reli
gion by the program that will later look more closely 
at reasons behind the trends. 

The current survey, being released Monday, 
found traditional organized religion playing less of a 
role in many lives. Thirty percent of married couples 
did not have a religious wedding ceremony and 27 
percent of respondents said they did not want a reli
gious funeral. 

About 12 percent of Americans believe in a 
higher power but· not the personal God at the core of 
monotheistic faiths. And, since 1990, a slightly 
greater share of respondents - 1.2 percent - said 
they were part of new religious movements, includ
ing Scientology, Wicca and Santeria. 

The study also found signs of a growing influ
ence of churches that either don't belong to a de
nomination or play down their membership in a reli
gtous group. 

Respondents who called themselves "non-de
nominational Christian" grew from 0.1 percent in 
1990 to 3.5 percent last year. Congregations that 
most often use the term are megachurches consid
ered "seeker sensitive." They use rock style music 
and less structured prayer to attract people who 
don't usually attend church. Researchers also found 
a small increase in those who prefer being called 
evangelical or born-again, rather than claim member
ship in a denomination. 

Evangelical or born-again Americans make up 34 
percent of all American adults and 45 percent of all 
Christians and Catholics, the study found. Research
ers found that 18 percent of Catholics consider 
themselves born-again or evangelical, and nearly 39 
percent of mainline Protestants prefer those labels. 
Many mainline Protestant groups are riven by con
flict over how they should interpret what the Bible 
says about gay relationships, salvation and other is
sues. 

The percentage of Pentecostals remained mostly 
steady since 1990 at 3.5 percent, a surprising finding 
considering the dramatic spread of the tradition 
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worldwide. Pentecostals are known for a spirited 
form of Christianity that includes speaking in 
tongues and a belief in modern-day miracles. 

Mormon numbers also held steady over the pe
riod at 1.4 percent of the population, while the num
ber of Jews who described themselves as religiously 
observant continued to drop, from 1.8 percent in 
1990 to 1.2 percent, or 2. 7 million people, last year. 
Researchers plan a broader survey on people who 
consider themselves culturally Jewish but aren't reli
gious. 

The study found that the percentage of Ameri
cans who identified themselves as Muslim grew to 
0.6 percent of the population, while growth in East
ern religions such as Buddhism slightly slowed. 

foster Care LII'W 
• Little Rock, Ark. - A conservative group behind 

a successful ballot measure banning unmarried 
couples from adopting or fostering children can help 
defend the ban in a lawsuit, a judge ruled Friday. 

Pulaski County Circuit Judge Chris Piazza said 
he believes allowing the Arkansas Family Council's 
request to help the state defend the law would allow 
the case to be "fully developed." 

"I'm a firm believer that you can't be afraid of 
what someone is going to say," Piazza said. 

Byron Babione, an attorney for the family coun
cil, said it had a unique interest in the case because it 
pushed to get the measure on the November ballot 
and mobilized volunteers during its successful fall 
campaign. 

The American Civil Liberties Union sued the 
state on behalf of more than a dozen families seeking 
to overturn the law. The families argue that it vio-
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lates their rights and that the way it was presented to 
voters on the ballot was misleading. 

An attorney for the plaintiffs, Stacey Friedman, 
argued that the conservative group should not be al
lowed to intervene in the lawsuit because its defense 
of the law could have been heard by filing a friend
of-the-court brief. 

Psychology? 
• The attempt to prove that hotnosexuality is de

termined biologically has been dealt a knockout 
punch. An American Psychological Association pub
lication includes an admission that there's no homo
sexual "gene" - meaning it's not likely that homo
sexuals are born that way. 

For decades, the APA has not considered homo
sexuality a psychological disorder, while other pro
fessionals in the field consider it to be a "gender
identity" problem. But the new statetnent, which ap
pears in a brochure called "Answers to Your Ques
tions for a Better Understanding of Sexual Orienta
tion & Homosexuality," states the following: 

"There is no consensus among scientists about 
the exact reasons that an individual develops a het
erosexual, bisexual, gay or lesbian orientation. Al
though much research has examined the possible ge
netic, hormonal, developmental, social, and cultural 
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influences on sexual orientation, no findings have 
emerged that permit scientists to conclude that 
sexual orientation is determined by any particular 
factor or factors. Many think that nature and nurture 
both play complex roles .... " 

That contrasts with the AP.Ns statement in 1998: 
"There is considerable recent evidence to suggest 
that biology, including genetic or inborn hormonal 
factors, play a significant role in a person's sexual
ity" (OneNewsNow.com). 

Our Schools Be Broke 
• Janice Shaw Crouse, in a Townhall article, 

wrote, "A friend of mine went to his first day on the 
job at the United States Department of Education 
and was chagrined to see a sign on the door warning, 
'The door be broke.' That sign is emblematic of 
what's wrong with education in America: our 
schools be broke!" (May 13, 2008, Townhall). 

Presbyterians 
• LOUISVILLE, Kentucky - Efforts to allow ho

mosexual men and women to serve as clergy in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) have been defeated 
agatn. 

Last summer, the 2.3 million-member denomi
nation's General Assembly voted to drop a constitu
tional requirement that would-be ministers, deacons, 
and elders live in "fidelity within the covenant of 
marriage between and a man and a woman, or chas
tity in singleness." 

Any such change requires approval by a majority 
of the nation's 173 presbyteries, or regional church 
bodies. Those votes have been trickling in for 
months, and on Saturday enough "no" votes had 
been recorded to clinch the measure's defeat. 

Previous efforts to delete the "fidelity and chas
tity" provision failed in 1998 and 2002. The 
denomination's Book of Order prohibits homosexu
als from leadership posts (Associated Press). 

Scouts 
• ANN ARBOR, MI- The Thomas More Law 

Center (TMLC), a national public interest law firm 
based in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and the Alliance De
fense Fund (ADF) joined forces to file a friend of the 
court brief asking the United States Supreme Court 
to overturn a decision by the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals penalizing San Diego Boy Scouts because of 
their "morally straight" values. 

At issue in the case are leases from the City of 
San Diego allowing the San Diego Boy Scouts to 
build and operate campgrounds and an aquatic 
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center for use by the Scouts and the public. Lesb ian 
and agnostic co uples, who had never visited the fa 
ciliti es, sued the Scouts on a claim that they felt of
fended by the fact that the City leases the public 
pro perty to a "mo rall y straight" organization such as 
the Boy Scouts. There were no religious symbols at 
the faci li ties. 

Richard Thompson, Presiden t and Chief Counsel 
of the Thomas M o re Law Center commented, "We 
a rc pleased to jo in forces with ADF in this is impor
tant case to p rotect the Boy Scouts of America. Rad i
cal homosexuals a re attempting to use every means 
possible to destroy the Scouts despite a recent U.S. 
Supreme Court decisio n that recogni zed their First 
Amendment right to have a morally-based po licy ex
cluding homosexual involvemen t." 

According to the Scout Oath, a Boy Scout is "to 
do duty to God and country ... and to keep morally 
straight." The lawsuit against the Scouts was bro ught 
by a se lf-procla imed "agnostic" couple and a lesbian 
couple. 

The initia l three-judge panel of the N inth C ircui t 
th a t heard the case dismissed the lawsuit, finding 
that the coup les lacked standing to sue because "of
fe nded observ ers" do no t have a real inju ry in fact. 
T hat decisio n was subsequentl y reviewed by an en 
bane panel o f the N inth C ircui t, w hich reversed in 
favor o f the agnostic and lesbian cou pies. The Boy 
Scouts are as king the Supreme Court to review the 
decisio n. 

In their fri end o f the court brief, TMLC and ADF 
argue that the Nint h C ircu it's permiss ive standing 
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rule, which is essentially a pe rmi SSive ideological 
standing rul e since the agnostics and lesb ians suing 
the Scouts neve r "observed" anything, represents a 
new threat for fa ith-based organizati o ns that choose 
to coopera te w ith the government in estab lishing 
public benefit programs. Litigants in the N inth C ir
cuit can now challenge programs like San Diego's 
with nothing more than general offense at a tenet of 
an o rganization's missio n. So lo ng as a person fee ls 
unwelcome by the private groups' beliefs - without 
any exposure to religious symbols or den ial of any 
services - he can sue to have the program declared 
un constituti onal. 

Marriage Bill 

• BOSTON - The Vermont H o use of Represen
tatives passed a bill late o n Thursday that wou ld le
galize same-sex marriage, but supporters fa iled to get 
enough votes to override a veto threat from the gov
ernor. 

Lawmakers in the House voted 95-52 in support 
of the measu re, which had already passed the state 
Senate by a 26-4 vote. Advocates were five votes 
sho rt o f th e two-thirds majority needed to override a 
veto. 

The bill, which faces a large ly procedural vote o n 
Friday before head ing to the desk of Republican 
Governo r J im Douglas, wou ld have made Vermont 
the third U.S. state, after Connecti cut and Massachu
setts, to a llow h om osexual a nd lesbian cou ples to 
marry. 

Califo rnia b riefly recognized same-sex marriage 
until voters banned it in a referendum last year. 

Lawma kers in New H ampshire and Maine are 
a lso consider ing bi lls to allow same-gender marriage, 
putting New England at th e hea rt of a di visive na
tio nal debate ove r the issue. 

In a debate that stretched near ly four ho urs, 
lawmakers w ho backed the bill in Vermo nt said they 
were completing a process that began in 2000 w hen 
the state became t he first in the country to allow full 
civ il unio ns for same-sex couples. 

Too Far 

• Accord ing to a recen t report o n U.S. births, the 
number of babies born to unwed mothers is sharpl y 
rising. Curren tly the rate stands at about 40 percent. 
An Associated Press report quotes o ne of th e re
searchers as saying th e rise is due to the amount of 
women who beli eve they do not have to live under 
the same rules as their parents. 

Janice Crouse of the Beverly LaH aye Insti-



tute contends the problem goes back to a mindset 
that took root in the 1960s. 

"I think we really have a challenge on our hands 
because so many young people today do think that 
being married is old-fashioned. She said, "I think 
what we have to do is face some reality." 

That reality, she believes, is the discovery that 
when women "sleep around" with multiple partners, 
they find it harder to bond in a committed relation
ship. Crouse says that the value of abstinence until 
marriage needs to be taught at a young age, and she 
encourages the church to step up to the plate in this 
regard. 

(There was a time when unwed children were 
mainly among the ignorant and, while there were al
ways exceptions, the more refined people in society 
did not allow themselves to be drawn into the laby
rinth of careless relationships. It was damaging to 
themselves, the children, and the nation. Today, the 
barbarians have passed the gates and are in the city. 
This is a wake up time ... and a time for repentance.) 

Ioree a Vote 
• HONOLULU- An effort to force a vote on 

same-sex civil unions has failed in the Hawaii Senate, 
essentially killing the measure. 

Only six senators supported the legislative ma
neuver, short of the nine votes required for a full 
Senate vote. 

Even though about 18 senators have indicated 
they support civil unions, they lacked the political 
willpower to go against Senate President Colleen 
Hanabusa, who opposed the effort. 

Hanabusa has supported civil unions but said she 
didn't want to override the normal lawmaking pro
cess by lifting the bill from its committee, where it 
had stalled following a 3-3 vote. 

Senate Judiciary Chairman Brian Taniguchi says 
there's still hope that the bill could be amended and 
revived, but that probably wouldn't happen until 
next year (CR Daily). 

Pill 
• Women's groups cheered the New York 

Governor's decision to allow 17-year-olds to buy the 
"morning-after" emergency contraceptive without a 
doctor's prescription, but conservatives denounced it 
as a blow to parental supervision of teens. The Food 
and Drug Administration said it would not appeal a 
federal judge's order that lifts the Bush administra
tion restrictions limiting over-the-counter sales of 
"Plan B" to women 18 and older. 

sre 
• A government report reveals a strong need for 

more attention to abstinence education. 
Janice Crouse of Concerned Women for 

America has seen the report on sexually transmitted 
diseases, which comes from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

"It's just very appalling because the sexually 
transmitted diseases syphilis and Chlamydia now are 
continuing to rise," she notes. "And Chlamydia is at 
an all-time high, an historical high, with over a mil
lion new cases a year, which is an increase over last 
year of some seven percent." 

Since many of the new reports involve young 
people, Crouse says the figures suggest comprehen
sive sex education - which she believes encourages 
young people to be intimate - is not working. 

"We have said to a whole generation, almost two 
generations now, of young people, 'Just be careful 
and use a condom,' and that's the only advice we are 
giving them," she adds, "and I think that's so unfair 
and it's so misleading for our young people because 
we're downplaying the consequences of casual sex." 

The only way to prevent STDs and pregnancy, 
says Crouse, is abstinence. A government report re
veals a strong need for more attention to abstinence 
education. 

"We have said to a whole generation, almost two 
generations now, of young people, 'Just be careful 
and use a condom,' and that's the only advice we are 
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giving them," she adds, "and I think that's so unfair 
and it's so misleading for our young people because 
we're downplaying the consequences of casual 
sex." 

The only way to prevent STDs and pregnancy, 
says Crouse, is abstinence. 

Was Jesus A Palestinian? 
• Although Jesus lived in a region known in his 

time as Palestine, the use of the term "Palestinian," 
with its modern connotations, is among the hun
dreds of textbook flaws cited in a recent five-year 
study of educational anti-Semitism detailed in the 
book "The Trouble with Textbooks: Distorting His
tory and Religion." 

Solialism - New Word, Old Idea 
• Christianity allows for private ownership and 

private reward for work and private punishment and 
private choice for charity or not to give charity, ac
cording to each man's good conscience and faith to
wards God through Jesus Christ. Socialism dictates 
that the governments will have dictatorial control 
over the crops I grow on my own land. As a Chris
tian I am granted wisdom in my giving of charity, in 
mercy, and in helping my neighbor, but not being 
forced by the government as a matter of rule en
forced by the bayonet. 

To the extent that many socialists shout about 
helping other people, they are only saying what the 
Bible says. To the extent those same socialists want 
to enforce the help by the point of a bayonet (rule of 
law), that is government dictatorship over free will. 
Remember a phrase, by the consent of the gov
erned ... ! The word Socialist as a label the way I see it 
used, means to enforce by government army the gov
ernmental distribution of wealth. Socialists have for 
years attempted to use a pure democratic idea of vot
ing, regardless of law and the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence, to gain their idea of a 
socialist democracy to replace the republic under 
God established by the founders of America. 

Nowhere in the Scriptures do I read anything that 
even remotely resembles Socialism Qack Benning). 
Sex Sermons 

• MELBOURNE, FL- A Florida church giving 
sermons about sex may have to find a new home. 
The Brevard Public School District's risk-manage
ment department has threatened to boot New Hope 
Church out of Sherwood Elementary because of a 
worship series titled "Great Sex for You." 

Church leaders mailed 25,000 fliers, asking resi-
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dents "Is Your Sex Life a Bore?" The three-week pro
gram kicked off inside the school auditorium. Pastor 
Bruce Cadle had said the Christian church has been 
"shamefully silent" on the taboo topic. 

Mark Langdorf, the director of risk management, 
says the mailers generated complaints, were not ap
propriate for elementary school children, and 
shouldn't be used to advertise the sermon in the 
school. 

Langdorf says the church's lease contract is un
der review. 

(Try to visualize Jesus, Paul, Peter, or John preach
ing a series of sermons on great sex ... talk about 
missing the meaning of the cross and the beauty of 
worship.) 

Homophobe 
• Massachusetts Rep. Barney Frank called Su

preme Court Justice Antonin Scalia a "homophobe" 
in a recent interview with the gay (homosexual) 
news Web site 365gay.com.The Democratic law
maker, who is homosexual, was discussing same sex 
marriage and his expectation that the high court 
would some day be called upon to decide whether 
the Constitution allows the federal government to 
deny recognition to such marriages. 

Student Wins 
• SANTA ANA, Calif.- A federal judge ruled 

that a public high school history teacher violated the 
First Amendment when he called creationism "super
stitious nonsense" during a classroom lecture. 

U.S. District Judge James Selna issued the ruling 
Friday after a 16-month legal battle between student 
Chad Farnan and his former teacher, James Corbett. 

Farnan sued in U.S. District Court in 2007, alleg
ing that Corbett violated the establishment clause of 
the First Amendment by making repeated comments 
in class that were hostile to Christian beliefs. 

The lawsuit cited more than 20 statements made 
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by Corbett during o ne day of class, a ll of which were 
recorded by Farnan, to support a llegations of a 
broader teaching method that "favors irreligion over 
religio n" and made C hristian students feel uncom
fortable. 

During the course o f the litigatio n, the judge 
fo und that most of th e statements cited in the court 
papers did not violate the First Amendment because 
they did no t refer directl y to rel igion or were appro
priate in the context of t he classroom lecture. 

But Selna ru led Friday that one comment, where 
Corbett referred to creationism as " religious, super
stitio us nonsense," did vio late Farnan 's constitu
t io nal rights. 

Queer 

• Pepsico's board of d irectors has heard from a 
trad itional values g ro up about tbeir support o f the 
homosexua l agenda - and its a lienatio n of the 
company's consumer base. 

At the Pepsico board meeting in Da llas on 
Wednesday, Greg offered a resolutio n to the board 
ca ll ing for fu ll disclosure and accountab il ity o n con
tributions to charitable organizations. 

"Pepsico is giving a mill io n dollars to the homo
sexual agenda, supporting groups li ke HRC, the Hu-
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man Rights Campaign ... the ninth-largest of all inde
pendent po litical action committees in Washington, 
DC," he says. "Also they have been giving money to 
PFLAG - half a million dollars. PFLAG is Parents 
and Fr iends of Lesb ians and Gays," said Greg 
Quinlin. 

In a tra nscript o f the speech he delivered today, 
Quinlan described HRC and PFLAG as "gay o rgani
zations that hate people like me." 

Quin lan, himse lf a former homosexual, says he is 
pleased with the outcome o f Resolution No. 6. As he 
explains, it o n ly takes th ree percent of the stock
holder vote to keep a resolutio n al ive . 

Homosexual Preathers 
• M INNEAPOLIS - A leadership boa rd of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has rejected 
a pro posal to require a two-thirds vote on the ques
tion of allowing homosexual ministers. 

The C hurch Council is essentiall y the board of 
directors of the nation 's largest Lutheran denomina
tion. It voted 21-10 w ith two abste nt ions over the 
weekend to put the issue of gay clergy to a simple 
majori ty vote at the Cburchwide Assembly Aug. 17-
23 in M inneapolis. 

The recommendation would permit homosexual 
clergy in the church, but leave it up to indi vidual syn
ods an d congregations w hether to appoint them. 

T he matter is far from settled . The full assemb ly 
can revive the issue fo r a vote o n the first day of the 
conventto n. People o n both si des expect that (CR 
Dai ly). 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

The Rapture 

gucsti on: W hat is "The Rapture"? I have a 
friend w ho is absorbed in a se ri es of popu lar 

no s which she says is about the Rapture, and I see 
bumper stickers which say, "Warning: in case of the 
Rapture, this ve hicle wi ll be unmanned. " What are 
they ta lking about? (Mrs. D.J.) 

Answer: "The rapture" is the expected next majo r 
1"\.. occurrence in an elaborate doctrine concerning 
the second coming o f Christ known as "di spensa
tional premi llennialism." 

The " Left Behind" series of novels, some of 
which have been made into movies, have enhanced 
popular en thusiasm for thi s view. A new movie, 
"Revela tions," is being publici zed as "the Bible meets 
Indiana Jones." Apparently written by unbelievers, it 
intends to capita lize on the popularity o f expecta-

Second of the Crown of Creation Series. 
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themselves 
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tions concerning the Lord's return. (Biblicall y there 
is no " Revelati ons," plura l. The re is one " Revela
ti on," singul ar, "The Revela ti on of Jesus Christ," 
Rev.1:1).1 

Dispensati onal premill enn ialists have widely sig
nificant differences among themselves as to how th ey 
believe the events play ou t; so no summary o f their 
views will exactly re present every premill ennia list. 
With that di sclaimer, however, here is a general, nec
essarily brief, synopsis. 

Premillennial Expedations 

O ld Testament prophecies of t he kingdom arc misun
derstood by premillennialists to literall y promise an 
earthly reign of a victorio us military/ politica l Mes
siah. W hen the Jews rejected .Jesus at his first coming 
and crucified him, p re millennia lists falsely clai m God 
postponed this planned kingdom and established the 
church instead. When Chris t returns a second time, 
he will then reign at Jerusa lem for 1,000 years over 
the kingdom of w hich the prophets spoke, according 
to the incorrect view o f the prcmillcnnia lists. 

The establishment of the modern nation of Israel 
is a sign that this is a ll to take place in thi s genera
ti on, according to premillennialism. 

Gabriel's trumpet will soon sound, the righteous 
dead wi ll be raised and instantaneously the li ving re
deemed and the resurrected righteous wi ll be caught 
up ("raptured") to meet the Lo rd in the air, say 
premi ll ennial teachers. 

The rest o f mankind, the unrighteous unsaved, 
will be left on earth to carry o n their regul ar activi
ties, wonder ing w hat happened to many missing 
people.2 

"The Antichrist " will already be on the scene or 
w ill appear. Premill ennialists perceive him as a com
posite of the " little horn" o f Daniel 7, the "abomina
ti on of desola tions" of M atthew 24, the "man of sin" 
of 2 Thessal onians 2 and the second beast of Revela
ti on. H e takes his title "antichri st" from 1 John. H e 
wi ll make war against the Jews in Israel and in a 



"Great Tribulation" will nearly destroy them. 
Actually each of these biblical figures thought to 

be "the Antichrist" represent different enemies of 
God, appearing and being defeated at different 
times. John alone uses the tenn antichrist and he 
says, "many antichrists have come" (1 John 2: 18). 

Just in time, the Lord will return again (a third 
coming!) with his saints and angels and defeat the 
Antichrist and his forces in a bloody carnal battle at 
Armageddon. 

He will then reign on earth for 1,000 years from 
David's throne in Jerusalem, Israel will be converted, 
and all nations will serve him in peace. All Old Testa
ment prophecies concerning the coming Messianic 
Kingdom will be fulfilled during this 1 ,000-year 
reign. 

At the end of that reign, Satan will be loosed for 
a time, the unrighteous dead will be raised and final 
judgment will take place. 

Premillennial Problems 
There is not sufficient space here for a complete re
sponse to the whole premillennial system. 

According to this view, however, Christ's cross is 
an unplanned accident and the church is an after
thought and substitute for God's original plan, which 
failed. 

The Bible says the cross was "according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God" (Acts. 
2:23), and the church was part of "the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all 
things, so that through the church the manifold wis
dom of God might now be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly places" (Eph. 3:9-
10). 
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The New Testa~nent itself interprets the Old Tes
tament prophecies about the kingdom as being ful
filled through Christ's earthly ministry and in the 
church, which is the kingdom he established as he as
cended into heaven and sat down on the right hand 
of God to reign (Psa. 110:1; Acts 2:33-36; Col. 
1:13). 

The New Testament also makes clear that 
Christ's kingdom is "not of this world" ijohn 18:36) 
and is not advanced with carnal weapons (2 Cor. 
10:4). "And they have conquered him by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 
they loved not their lives even unto death" (Rev. 
12:11). 

Prcmillennialists generally believe that the Jews, 
even though they rejected Christ at his first coming, 
are still God's chosen people and play an important 
part in his plans for the future. The New Testament 
says Christians, the church, are now Abraham's off
spring and heirs to the promises God made to them 
(Gal. 3:29). 

The only promise the New Testament makes to 
physical Judaism is that they can be saved by believ
ing in Jesus Christ, just as Gentiles can (Rom. 3:28-
30). There is no difference (Rom. 3:22). 

In the premillennial sense of the terms, there will 
be no Rapture, no Antichrist, no Great Tribulation, 
no battle of Armageddon, no literal 1,000 year reign 
of Jesus on earth. 

The Rapture 

"Rapture" according to dictionary definition, means 
"the act of seizing or carrying off." The word "rap
ture" does not appear in the Bible. One passage that 
is thought to establish the idea of it in the 
premillennial sense is 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18. "For 
this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that 
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up to
gether with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord." 

Note what this text says. "The dead in Christ 
shall rise first," but not first before the unrighteous 
dead but first before anything happens to the righ
teous living. 

What about the unrighteous dead? This text does 
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not deal with that question, but Jesus does in other 
passages of Scripture. Jesus says, "An hour is coming 
when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and 
come out, those who have done good to the resur
rection of life, and those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment" Qohn 5 :28-29). There is 
"an hour" in which "all," both good and evil, will be 
raised. 

Believers will be raised "at the last day" 0 ohn 
6:40). Those who reject Christ's word will be judged 
"on the last day" Oohn 12:48). How many days are 
there after the last day? This leaves no room for a 
1000 year interval between the resurrections. 

Our Blessed Hope 

It is a truth that the Lord will return, "on the 
clouds," just as he ascended into heaven (Acts 1:11). 
"Every eye will see him" (Rev. 1:7). 'Wl who are in 
the tombs" will be raised Oohn 5 :28). The re
deemed, whether still living or just raised, will be 
caught up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air (1 Thess. 4: 17) 

"Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised im
perishable, and we shall be changed" (1 Cor. 15:5 1-
52). 

With the Lord Jesus in the air, the redeemed 
there with him "on his right," and the rest still on the 
earth "on his left," judgment takes place. The wicked 
go away into eternal punishment and the righteous 
into eternal life (Matt. 25 :31-46). 

By the grace of God we wait for "our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for him
self a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works" (Titus 2:11-14). 

1 The last book in the Bible, identified as "the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ," has many visions revealed and recorded and each vision may be 
thought of as a revelation. So, the book of Revelation is a book of rev
elations. 
2 This is not taught in the Bible, but is a human fabrication. 

36 February 2009 
Firm Foundation 

Dean 
College of Biblical Studies 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 

~ 

Revelation 
More Than Conquerors 
by William Hendriksen 

A classic interpretation on Revelation. Solid scholar
ship, simplicity, and understandable common sense are 
combined, making this commentary useful to preach
ers, teachers, and students. 
0-8010-5792-2 pb, 224 pgs ............................ $14.99 

$4.25s&h 

Revelation of John by William Barclay 
Barclay, an outstanding scholar, died in 1978. He was a 
popular Scottish interpreter of the NT, and a professor 
of Divinity and Biblical Criticism at Glasgow University, 
and a master in the teaching art. His Revelation studies 
feature the meaning of the words in Hellenistic Greek 
(the language in which the New Testament was written) 
and are filled with usuable infonnation. 
Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 pb ........................ $12.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-24116-6 pb .......................... 12.95 

$4.00 s&h/2 vol. 

Vol. 1 0-664-24115-8 hb .......................... 29.95 
Vol. 2 0-664-21316-2 hb .......................... 29.95 

$4.50 s&h/2 vol. 

Revelation Through First-Century Glasses 
byW. B. West Jr. 

An easy-to-read devotional commentary on Revelation 
with the thorough, biblical scholarship associated with 
West, fanner dean of Harding Graduate School of 
Religion. CMWE01 pb, 158 pgs . ....................... $9.99 

$3.50s&h 

Revelation by Burton Coffman 
An easy-to-read commentary, researched in depth, 
drawing from numerous other works. Based on the ASV 
(1901) CMAN12 (Vol. XII) hb 551 pgs, ........... $20.00 

Commentary on Revelation 
by Howard Winters 

$5.00s&h 

The author sees "Revelation as designed to encourage 
Christians ... in their fight against evil; ... the symbols 
signifying the constant battle between right and wrong. 
... The theme is stated in 17:14, "These shall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome." 
CMKU03 pb, 257 pgs . ........................................ $9.95 

$4.00s&h 

The Apoealwse: A Revelation 
of Jesus Christ by Donald R. Taylor, Ph.D. 

A helpful introduction, useful outline of the Apocalypse 
dispersed throughout the text, insightful discussions of 
relevant OT prophesies; dear interpretation of symbols, 
the 144,000, the Beast, the False Prophet, the Mark of 
the Beast, 666, Babylon the Great, Annageddon; sym
bols such as horns, beads, tails, stars, horses, trumpets, 
bowls, scorpions, and others interpreted; the historical 
circumstances of the Apocalypse established; Greek 
words written in English characters; questions at end of 
chapters. 0-965-05970-7 hb 304 pgs . .............. $16.95 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 

$4.50 s&h 

P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 •1·888-367-6216 



Directory -Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 

Advertising in this section, $30 per line per year. Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 
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Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
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H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
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p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts} 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way - to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$4.95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

(1 copy left) 

The Church of Christ 
The Distinctive Nature 

of the New Testament Church 

By Edward C. Wharton 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Redemption 
Revelation 5:1-13 

T he Bible is a book of salvation. Redemption 
throbs on its every page. From start to fin
ish, the book of God's word reminds us of 

who we are and whether we go. Some embrace the 
destiny of glory and others cling to the fate of secular 
hedonism. Whether we walk in the broad-way of de
struction or tread the narrow-way of deliverance is a 
choice each one must make and for which each one 
is responsible. 

The book of Revelation is the climax of 
redemption's sweet song. It acclaims the awful sacri
fice of Him whose blood was "poured out for many 
unto the remission of sins." If we read "the revela
tion of J esus Christ, which God gave to him" and 
miss the emphasis on forgiveness of sin and regen
eration, we are pitiable. 

In the opening five chapters of the book of Rev
elation, we are given a vision of salvation's com
mander-in-chief, of his instructions to his people as 
they "fight the good fight of faith," and a glimpse of 
the throne-room of God in all its beauty and power. 

In this chapter we continue to observe the com-

mand post of the righteous as the Lamb of God 
sounds a call to arms and is praised for his everlast
ing goodness in providing the plan of salvation. All 
celestial beings fall at his feet in appreciation for 
Gethsemane and Golgotha and the portent of unend
ing, heavenly bliss. 

The Book 
"And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the 
throne a book written within and on the back, close 
sealed with seven seals" (Rev. 5: 1). 

The august'and awesome power that occupies 
the great, blazing throne holds in his right hand 1 a 
book: 

Take note of the book. John mentions this book 
again in the tenth chapter of this revelation. The 
book is the gospel of God and his power to save 
(Rom. 1: 16). Its simplicity is amazing, but it is also 
profound and daunting. Sometimes we need help in 
understanding the "mystery" of God. Jesus ex
plained his teaching to the apostles, enabling them to 
know things concealed from the "wise and under
standing," but revealed to babes. 2 

1 
The "hand" of deity is anthropomorphism. God has neither hands, feet, wings, feathers, eyes, ears, no r any other morral quality. He is Spirit Uohn 

4:24). Yet, the handless God holds a book in his " right hand." This is an accommodation to our ignorance and helps us understand what would other 
wise be eccentric. 
z Luke 10:21 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

A House Divided 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Jesus' intercessory prayer for his people in John 17 is an ex
pression of his unabashed support for all those that love him 
and seek to do his will. In verses 20-21 Jesus prays for the 
perfect unity of the saints. These verses raise some interest

ing points but are also used to advocate some misconceptions. The 
passage advocates the importance and value of unity. This refrain 
is prominent in the New Testament: 

• Saints are to "keep the unity in the bond of peace. 1" 

• Disciples are baptized into one body ... and all drink of the 
one Spirit. 2" 

• Believers are to speak the same thing ... have no divisions ... 
and be of same mind and judgment3 

• "Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that be
lieve on me through their word; that they may all be one; even as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: 
that the world may believe that thou didst send me.4

" 

Some think we must lay aside everything that is in dispute 
among religious people and unite on the balance -that is, the un
disputed teaching of Jesus, which may turn out to be nothing at 
all, and is unacceptable on its face. 

Let us revisit John 17:20-21 in an attempt to determine if 
Jesus petitioned his Heavenly Father to unite his followers and 
consequently convert the world. Was this something Jesus ex
pected the Father to do? If yes, it is the Father who has failed ... 
not the disciples. 

Expedation of Jesus 

Did Jesus expect all his avowed followers to be united? In his Par
able of the SowerS, in which Jesus points out that his word falls on 
different heart-conditions (hard, thorny, rocky, and good). Even 
the seed that fell on "good" ground did not all produce alike -
"some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 6" 

Jesus was a realist and understood that all who heard his word 
would not receive it in same way (the various conditions of the 
human heart in the parable range from atheistic to good). It is 

1 Eph. 4:3 
1 1 Cor. 12:13 
3 1 Cor. 1:10 
4 John 17:20-21 
s Luke 8:5-15 
6 Matt. 13:8 



evident that each hearer of t he word is responsible for how he 
hears and treats the message (otherwise they could not be held re
sponsib le and accountable). The parable makes plain that Jesus 
knew his word would fall on different kinds of soil (conditions of 
understanding and response to the message). The sown seed is the 
word of God7 and the soi l is the various conditions of human un
derstanding and action. 

Not all will hear alike and not all will obey alike. Some will not 
hear what is said, but they hear what they want to hear. 

In making our way through life we develop an attitude toward 
God, which determines how we treat his word (laws, commands, 
and requ irements). The good and honest heart will receive the 
message of God unimpeded by prejudice but with joy and endure 
in his service until death. 

Jesus was under no delusion and clearly foresaw how citizens 
of earth would treat his kingdom (which is the church). How we 
receive the gospel, is how we receive t he kingdom. How we re
ceive the kingdom, is how we receive its King. Each person has an 
obligation to hear the word, discern the word, and keep the word8• 

Another parable of J esus dealing with the final judgment says: 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when 
it was fi ll ed, they drew up on the beach; and they sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but the bad they 
cast away. So shall it be in the end of the world: the angels 
shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the 
righteous, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: 
there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. Have 
ye understood all these things? T hey say unto him, Yea.9 • 

Jesus speaks of the "kingdom of heaven" and judgment of its 
members, showing that he did not expect that a ll will be acquitted 
and saved. 

Brotherhood 

What, then, is the basis of fellowship? 
We fulfill a ll righteousness and are born again in the water of 

baptism: 

But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is fit
ting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 
And when Jesus was baptized, immed iately he went up 
from t he water, and behold, the heavens were opened to 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from 
heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, w ith whom I am 
well pleased10

• (ESV) 

7 Luke 8:11 
1 Eph. 3:4;John 7:17; Phil. 1:9 
'Matt. 13:47-51 ; sec also the Parable of the tares, .Matt. 13:47-52 
10 .Matt. 3:15-17 
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"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God! 11 " 

When the human spirit is born from above in the 
water of baptism, preceded by faith, repentance, and 
confession, a born again child of God comes into ex
istence. Every penitent person who is born from 
above is in the family of God, just as every baby who 
is born of the flesh is a member of the family into 
which it is born. 

The human will is involved. "If any man willeth 
to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether 
it is of God, or whether I speak from myself. He that 
speaketh from himself seeketh his own glory: but he 
that seeketh the glory of him that sent him, the same 
is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. "12 

''And he answereth them, and saith, Who is my 
mother and my brethren?" 

And looking round on them that sat round about 
him, he saith, Behold, my mother and my brethren! 
For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother. 13• 

The New Born Child of God 

Now, we have a fresh-born child of God who is with
out sin, holy and undefiled. 

Yet, this is a babe in Christ and must be taught 
and trained in the service of the Master. 

One difference in a spiritual babe and a physical 
babe is the spiritual babe is full grown physically 
while the other is not (this is the point Jesus makes 
with Nicodemus). The physical babe must be nur
tured by its parents. The spiritual babe, on the other 
hand, is physically grown (otherwise he could not 
have believed, repented, and confessed) and bears 
much of the responsibility as to what he takes into 
his soul. He must hear and discern the word. No one 
can take this responsibility from him, or assume it on 
his behalf. 

The three thousand on the day of Pentecost and 
those the Lord added to them daily were not mature 
in Christ, but had to "continue steadfastly in the 
apostle's doctrine and fellowship14

." 

11 John 3:5 
u John 7:17-18 
u Mark 3:33-35 
14 Acts 2:41, 47 
u Mark 3:33-35 

The people added to the church in the beginning 
of the gospel did not have a full understanding of all 
they would need to know and do, otherwise there 
would have been no need to write any of the epistles. 

A Specific Example 
Suppose a new convert was taught the will of God on 
the worship of the church. He is taught the New Tes
tament commands us to "sing" in making music in 
praise of the Eternal One. He is instructed that "sing
ing" is the limit of the command of God and must 
therefore be the limit of the practice of the saints. 

The babe in Christ may immediately see the 
point and accept the teaching, but suppose he does 
not understand and insists on including machinery in 
praise of God? 

What is to be done? 
Those who by reason of time are mature teachers 

of truth will patiently work with him and go over the 
teaching as often as there is the opportunity to do so. 
The person being taught may require much time and 
give much thought to the doctrine of music in praise 
of God, but eventually sees the truth and accepts it. 
No problem! 

Suppose, on the other hand, the one being taught 
finally says, "I understand what the Bible says about 
music in worship of God, but I don't care what the 
Bible says I'm going to have my guitar, piano, drum, 
and dulcimer anyhow. 

At that moment, he has denied the very principle 
that made him a brother of Jesus15 and is no longer 
worthy to be called a son of God. 16 

At this point, there comes into play all the Bible 
says about how to treat an erring brother. 

Pivital Passage 
We have come full circle and are now in a position to 
discuss John 12:20-21. 

"Neither for these only do I pray, but for them 
also that believe on me through their word; 

• Jesus had been praying for his twelve apostles 
• He turns his attention to all who in coming 

generations would believe on him because of their 
word17

· 

"Matt. 10:37; Luke 15:19; Luke 12:45-49 . d k f t th th t I me forth from thee, 
11 John 17:8: "For the words which thou gavest me I have given unto them; and they recetved them, an new o a ru a ca 
and they believed that thou didst send me. •• 
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• The importance of the word 
that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art 

in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: 
• Jesus prayed for their fundamental and ess~n

tial unity, though he understood such absolute untty 
would never be achieved because it is contingent on 
the human will 

• Jesus also understood that absolute unity is 
only possible if there is absolute truth 

that the world may believe that thou didst send 
me." 

• In John 17:20-21 Jesus prayed for two things: 
(1) this is disciples be united, and (2) that the world 
may believe that Jehovah sent Jesus 

• One of these is not dependent on the other, but 
they are two separate items 

A House Divided 

Jesus warns us to take care that we do not encourage 
division within the household of God. 

"A house divided against itself cannot stand," 1
!1 

of course . . . whether it is the house of man, the 
house of Satan, or the house of God. A divided 
house is weak and wobbly. That is an axiom widely 
accepted on its intrinsic merit. 

It is better to be strong in unity than it is to be 
weak in division. The church should labor to "all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divi
sions." That is the ideal and "worthy of all accepta
tion." 

Division carries the seeds of destruction. 
The only way we can attain and maintain the ab

solute unity for which Jesus prayed is to accept and 
obey the absolute truth he gave to us through the 
apostles. P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

We often need help to have a sufficient under
standing of what the Bible says or describes. The ex
planation is in the text, or context. Later, in the book 
of Revelation, God sent an angelic interpreter to ex
plain what would otherwise be a riddle. 

Every common-sense person is able to read 
and understand what God says in his word. If we 
read and think, we will get the message. If we need 
additional comment, the Bible supplies it. The Bible 
explains itself. 

Advanced degrees in difficult subjects are not 
necessary to grasp what God says to us in his written 
word. He speaks to plain, ordinary people in plain, 
ordinary language. "If any man willeth to do his will, 
he shall know of the teaching" Oohn 7:17).3 

Be not beguiled into thinking that to understand 
the Bible you must have the assistance of experts and 
that you are dependent upon those experts to know 
what God would have you to do. 

The commands and laws of God are plain and 
understandable. The will of God lies upon the sur
face of the page and the average person of ordinary 
intelligence can understand it. For the most part, 
God chose men of the street to speak in the language 
of the street to common people in an understandable 
way.4 

The book in the right hand of the throne occu
pant fascinates us. It is the wisdom of the ages ex
plained to every soul seeking God. God is never far 
from us (Acts 17:27). "[F]or every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened" (Matt. 7:8). Open 
your eyes; open your ears; open your hearts and you 
shall know what God requires of you. 

The book upon which John would have us rivet 
our attention is "close sealed with seven seals," 
which suggest a finished work. Take nothing from it; 
add nothing to it. It is "the once for all delivered 
faith" Oude 3). To change it is to be anathema (Gal. 
1:8-9). 

Since the last apostle died, the Eternal One has 

1 Read and ponder Deuteronomy 30:11-14 and Romans 10:6-7 
4 Ephesians 3:4-5: "whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive my under
standing in the mystery of Christ; which in other generation was not 
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not authorized any change or supplement to his re
vealed word. The Mighty Maker emphatically con
demns all who undertake to add anything to sacred 
scripture or to take anything away from it. It is for
ever fixed and has been since the first century. 

Ever since God sealed the book, all the inhabit
ants of earth are answerable to the same message, 
"for God is not a respecter of persons." 

The Angel 

"I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
"Who is worthy to open the book, and to break its 
seals?'' (Rev. 5 :2). 

The mighty angel speaks with a booming voice 
that commands attention and respect. His loud 
voice, like the flash of lightning and the peal of thun
der, would make the earth shake and the people 
tremble. 

The angel's penetrating question turned every 
head and captured every ear: "Who is worthy to 
open the book, and to break its seals?" 

John sits with bated breath listening for the an
swer. He has a keen desire to know what is in the 
book. It holds the future ... "things that are to come 
to pass." 

Fortune-tellers chirp, mutter, and pretend to 
forecast the future. They dive into deep water but 
come up dry and empty. Self-deceived people desper
ately try to contact the dead and discover the secrets 
of what the future has well hidden. Only God has the 
power to draw the curtain aside and know what the 
morrow holds. Fulfilled prophecy verifies God and 
confirms revelation. If God does not choose to fore
tell the future, it is unknown. 

Still, we long to know what will happen on all of 
our tomorrows. Our hearts ache to know even what 
"must shortly come to pass." The desire of John to 
know the contents of the book clutched in the hand 
of God was intense and the question of who is wor
thy to open the book and to break its seals was of 
paramount importance. It is a transcendent consider-
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ation because it has to do with where humans will 
spend eternity. 

This accounts for John's passionate desire to 
know the contents of the book God holds in his right 
hand. The loud voice of a mighty angel challenges us 
with the question: "Who is worthy to open the book, 
and to break its seals?" 

The Answer 

"And no one in the heaven, or on the earth, or under 
the earth, was able to open the book, or to look 
thereon. And I wept much, because no one was found 
worthy to open the book, or to look thereon" (Rev. 
5:3-4). 

The answer is ... is ... well ... no one! 
The book is too profound and its contents too 

precious for a presumptuous answer. So, there is si
lence. Only a being with moral qualities of an ex
alted nature, having intellectual depth and insight, 
could dare to answer this awesome query. 

No one ... no one ... in heaven ... on earth .. . 
nor under the earth ... not Plato ... not Ceasar .. . 
not Abraham ... not Moses ... is sufficiently coura
geous to stand up and offer his services in answering 
the question of who is able to break the seals and 
open the book. 

The copious tears of the beloved John bear testi
mony to the importance of the answer and to the ut
ter frustration triggered by the absence of a qualified 
interpreter. John was heartsick over the unavailabil
ity of a bona fide respondent. There is an impasse, 
and the drama intensifies. 

There is deafening silence as the universe 
searches for someone capable of giving answer to 
this important question which emphasizes the impor
tance of the answer. 

Where we will spend eternity transcends all 
other questions. It is paramount. It is superior to all 
other considerations. 

A Worthy Respondent 

~1\nd one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not; be
hold, the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 
David, hath overcome to open the book and the seven 
seals thereof" (Rev. 5 :5). 

The rejoicing of the book of Revelation is an
chored in the sufficient sacrifice of the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world. Our filthy 
robes can be made white in the blood of the Lamb 
(See Rev. 7: 14-17). 

The failure of religious liberalism is its blindness 



to saving, cleansing blood and its indifference to the 
utter importance of salvation. The Bible, with an in
tensity of expression, gives impressiveness to the cry
ing need of human forgiveness. The liberal ignores 
eternal redemption in favor of social reform and 
equal distribution of material wealth. One labors for 
perishing food. The other does not, but strives for 
spiritual robustness and healthy souls. 

One of the elders, it matters not which one be
cause they all are in agreement, comforts the apostle 
John and dries his tears, while pointing to "the Lion 
that is of the tribe of Judah," as being able to open 
the book and break its seals. The Lion of Judah is 
also the root of David. 

His saving power is terrible and his loving-kind
ness endures forever (See Is a. 11: 10 and Is a. 53:2). 
An apparent dead root becomes green. A life hidden 
in the remote reaches of Galilee, in the humble city 
of Nazareth, flashes up like fire and water to open 
the door of salvation. 

Because of the importance of forgiveness this 
lamb of God, this Lion of Judah, this dry root of 
Jesse springs up out of the shadows and declares 
himself to be Messiah. He is able to break the seals 
and open the book. In no other name is there salva
tion (Acts 4: 12). The heavenly choir is to repeat this 
glad refrain over and again in the remaining chapters 
of this powerful book. 

Taking the Book 

"And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four 
living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, having 
seven horns, and seven eyes, which are the seven Spir
its of God, sent forth into all the earth. And he came, 
and he taketh it out of the right hand of him that sat 
on the throne" (Rev. 5 :6-7). 

John was told to "behold the Lion ... but when 
he looked he saw "a lamb." Two figures representing 
two aspects of the great savior-redeemer. The Lion is 
the king of the jungle, symbolizing strength and 
force, the Lamb is meek and mild, symbolizing 
gentleness and kindness. This brings into focus two 
grand features of the Supreme Being ... Almighty Be
nevolence. 

The slain lamb is unexpectedly standing. One 

does not suppose that a dead animal could stand, but 
this one does. The Lamb of God, appointed to sacri
ficial destruction from the foundation of the earth, 
was also foreordained to overcome death. 5 It was 
also in the eternal purpose of God for the Anointed 
One to break the bonds of death and come out of the 
tomb in victory. 

This explains the slain lamb standing ... killed 
but living . . . dead but standing. His dead natural 
body was placed in a borrowed grave because he 
would have no long time need for it; a Sabbath and 
then the body lived again ... slain but standing. 

The resurrected Lamb now appears "in the midst 
of the throne" to take the book out of the right hand 
of him who sat upon the throne, as the only being in 
all the universe and beyond who has the right and 
the power to break the seals and open the book. He 
earned this privilege by making himself perfect 
through suffering. 

In the brilliant throne room of God shines the 
name of Jesus Christ. He is preeminent among the 
preeminent. The pre-eminence of Jesus resides in the 
redeeming quality that flows from his wounded side. 

Jesus is qualified to open the book because he 
died that we might live. 

Jesus has seven horns ... seven eyes ... and seven 
Spirits of God. This stresses the authority of the 
Lamb. Throughout the Bible horns represent power 
and might. The idea embedded in "seven horns" 
would be authority carried to perfection. The seven 
eyes portray complete and unblemished knowledge. 

The seven horns and the seven eyes are the seven 
Spirits of God representing all power and all wis
dom. The perfect Spirit is the Holy Spirit who joins 
with Jesus and Jehovah in bringing salvation down. 

Jesus said of the Perfect Spirit, "He shall glorify 
me: for he shall take of mine, and shall declare it 
unto you" Oohn 16:14). 

The Perfect Spirit guided the apostles into all the 
truth Oohn 16:13). 

Jesus' message of salvation is to be carried into 
all the world (Matt. 28: 18-20). 

In the celestial city of God the slain but standing 
Lamb takes the seven-sealed book out of the right 
hand of him who sat upon the throne, provoking an 
eruption of praise. 

5 .E~hesians 3:9-12; 2 !i~othy 1:~ show that the eternal plan of God is salvation in Christ, which reconfirms the importance of redemption in the 
d.tvme ~che~e. Any rehg10us teachm~ th~t does not feature as a prominent part or characteristic the priceless gift of salvation not of God. When reli
gious hberahsm downplays redemption, It degrades itself and exposes its innate worthlessness. 
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A Mighty Celebration 
8 And when he had taken the book, the four living 
creatures and the four and twenty elders fell down be
fore the Lamb, having each one a harp, and golden 
bo.wls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saznts. 

9 And they sing a new song, saying, Worthy art 
thou to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: 
for thou was slain, and didst purchase unto God with 
thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, 
and nation, 

1 0 and madest them to be unto our God a king
dom and priests; and they reign upon earth. 

11 And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels 
round about the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 

12 saying with a great voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
that hath been slain to receive the power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and might and honor, and glory, and 
blessing. 

13 And every created thing which is in the 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on 
the sea, and all things are in them, heard I saying, 
Unto him that sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, be the blessing, and the honor, and the glory, 
and the dominion, for ever and ever. 

14 And the four living creatures said, Amen. And 
the elders fell down and worshipped (Rev. 5:8-14). 

The Celestial City of God erupts into loud Ho
sannas as the highest order of heavenly beings fall 
down before the Lamb, expressing again the Lamb's 
exaltation, an excessively intensified sense of well
being, and power. 

The theme of the entire Bible and therefore the 
theme of every book of the Bible is salvation. Any 
view of the Bible that misses that point misses the 
distinctive and characteristic concern of the divine 
volume. The emphasis throughout the sacred scrip
tures is reconciliation. The gospel is "ministry of rec
onciliation." The Master taught his disciples to "la
bor not for the meat that perisheth, but for that 
which endures unto eternal life." 

The grand throne room scene closes with a loud 
chorus singing salvation's sweet song. The "new 
song" is the old story of God's redeeming love. 

Liberals tragically misread God's great revelation 
when they misconstrue it to be a call for social re
form instead of a return to God. 

The death that overcame death is the clear subject 
of divine revelation and its closing book repeatedly 
8 March 2009 
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sounds that unmistakable refrain. We repeat: 
And they sing a new song, saying, Worthy 
art thou to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou was slain, and didst 
purchase unto God with thy blood men of 
eve~y tribe, and tongue, and people, and 
natiOn, and madest them to be unto our 
God a kingdom and priests; and they reign 
upon earth. 

The saints of God "reign upon the earth" by 
overcoming the "wages of sin" and identifying with 
the Christ who "burst asunder the bonds of death" 
and came out of the tomb a "victor over death." It is 
a rule over sin, and not over nations; it is a rule over 
self, and not over others; it is a rule over material
ism, and not slavery to earthly things; it is righteous
ness, and not unrighteousness. When we think of the 
"rule upon the earth" as being like that of an earthy 
potentate, we are blind and deaf to spiritual reality. 

The slain, standing lamb is worthy to receive all 
praise, glory, and honor because he is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world." 
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(The name of M. Kurfees Pullias is well known among members of the restored church. He wrote the fol
lowing piece more than 60 years ago, but it is still pertinent. I came across it recently in our files and want to 
share it with you.) 

No Nonaggression Pad with the Devil 
By M. Kurfees Pullios 

The highly developed diplomatic systems in 
international procedure make the peoples 
of the world pact conscious. The maneuvers 

of ambassadors and statesmen to create pacts and al
liances favorable to their respective countries arouses 
world-wide interest. In spite of all of these things, 
presumably to preclude war, a great portion of the 
world is caught in the maelstrom of destruction. In 
these carnal affairs, Christians need not be actively 
engaged. The children of God should have their 
minds centered upon spiritual things, yet every citi
zen in God's kingdom is engaged in a great war
certainly not a conflict waged with physical weap
ons, but a gigantic spiritual battle in which every in
habitant of earth is enrolled. 

This conflict is peculiar in many respects. Upon 
one side, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, is com
mander-in-chief, directing the forces of the kingdom 
of God. Satan, or the devil, holds the same position 
over the legions of the kingdom of darkness. The sol
diers of Christ are armed with the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, and protected by the armor 
of God {Eph. 6:10-20). The implements of destruc
tion employed by the devil are the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the vainglory of life, camouflaged 
in varied ways (1 John 2:16-18; Matt. 4:1-12). In this 
war there are no neutrals, and can be none. Those that 
would attempt neutrality automatically become 
aligned with the forces of Satan. Upon the side of 
Christ no change in orders or battle tactics has been 
issued for nearly two thousand years. Jesus has no liv
ing ambassadors. Those he appointed long since are 
dead, but the messages presented unto them to convey 
have been indelibly preserved. There can be no doubt 
as to the wishes and commands of Christ. 

In spite of these facts, there are those among us 
who would usurp the authority of an ambassador of 
the Lord and attempt a pact with the enemy - per
haps not directly, but arriving at the same end by atti
tude and practice. As a result this thought has found 

root in the minds of many: "In our preaching we 
must not attack denominationalism or false teaching. 
Tolerate it in silence, and pray that a passive utter
ance of the gospel will correct the condition." The 
result: A nonaggression pact with the devil. Are we 
to think that by not attacking Satan he will not attack 
us? Do we not yet realize the evil one never keeps his 
word? Even if he would respect the terms of such an 
alliance, it would be treason to the Prince of Life, 
such crime carrying the penalty of forfeiture of eter
nal life. 

The defenses of the kingdom of God cannot be 
penetrated from without. The work must be done 
from within. The devil was the inventor and first user 
of destructive propaganda, espionage agents, and be
hind-the-line workers. The garden of Eden was the 
first test, and, being highly successful, he has used 
these methods ever since. Satan well knows if he can 
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persuade the warriors of the Lord to wield the sword 
of the Spirit no longer and lay aside their armor, the 
raking of the ramparts they watch is a minor deta il. 
The heads of o ur civil government recognize how 
dangerous such methods employed by the enemy can 
be. Perhaps the greatest investigation in such matters 
in the hi story of our government is now in progress to 
sift out the influences present that are destructive to 
our nation. How true the words of Paul , the apostle: 
"Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump ? Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new 
lump, even as ye are un leavened." 

Pau l was aggressive and quick to meet every 
thrust of our adversary. W hen divisions were present 
in the church at Corinth, he met the issue squarely 
and bold ly. "Now I beseech you, brethren, through 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among 
you bur that ye be perfected together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor 1:10). 

Unde r the influence of Judaizing reachers, cir
cumcision became an issue in Paul 's day. The pres
sure was so strong that Peter and Barnabas were car
ried away. The apostl e to the Gentiles " resisted him 
[Peter] to the face, because he stood condemned," 
fo r he saw " they walked not uprightly according to 
the truth of the gospel. " 

Paul also attacked the apostasy of the resurrection 
already past. "But shun profane babblings: for they 
will proceed further in ungodliness, and their wo rd 
will eat as doth a gangrene of whom is H ymenaeus 
and Phi letus; men who concerning the truth have 
erred, saying that the resurrection is past already, and 
over-throw the faith of some" (2 Tim. 2:16-18). 

Upon anot her front the wou ld-be pact makers 
speak: " Let us not talk about sin so much. A better 
psychology can be created by concerning ourselves 
with the happy and delightful things in the Bible; but 
if we must mention sin, do not enter into its ramifi
cations and be specific." The result: Another nonag
gression pact with the devil. Sin destroys our very 
life, and this fact must be indelibly stamped in the 
consciousness of all. Furthermore, a broad genera l 
use of the word "sin" is not sufficient. Sin in its vari
ous guises and forms must be opposed and exposed. 
Ungodly conduct is excused by some in the church as 
now a part of o ur "social calendar. " Of c·ourse, we 
do not expect those in the world to give up these 
practices, but the people of God must if they are to 
receive eternal life. We could learn a lesson from the 
medical profession. It is known that certain genus 
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and bacteria destroy our physical life. Do the doctors 
keep the people in ignorance of this fact? To the con
trary, thi s fact is taught intense ly and the public in
structed how to avoid and destroy these invisible en
emies. In like manner the church and the world must 
be made extremely conscious of the ever presence of 
the devil and how to avoid his destructive influence. 
Paul said : "Now the wo rks of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these: forn ication, uncl eanness, lascivious
ness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, 
wraths, factions, d ivisions, parries, envyings, drunk
enness, revell ings, and such like; of which I forewarn 
you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who prac
ti se such things shall no t inheri t the kingdom of 
God" (Gal. 5 : 19-22). 

Christ, in his personal ministry, waged an aggres
sive battle against Satan and his agents. The apostle 
did likewise. The leaders of the Restoratio n Move
ment in An1erica waxed bo ld in the fray. Every true 
gospel preache r since the apostles has followed their 
example. Brethren, the li fe of the church of Christ is 
at stake; therefore "watch ye, stand fast in the fa ith, 
qui t you like men, be strong" (1 Cor. 16:13). 

Sign no nonaggression pact with the devil. 
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Do You Have a Dual Citizenship? 
By Hugo McCord 

The Philippians 

L e wrote that the city of Philippi was a 
colony (kolonia, Acts 16: 12). Critics doubted 
Luke's accuracy until archaeological inscrip

tions showed that in 42 B.C. Julius Caesar desig
nated Philippi a Roman colony. Then about 31 B.C. 
Augustus Caesar made the city even more distinctive 
by designating it a military colony (B-G-D, 442). 
Coins inscribed Colonia julia Augusta Philippensium 
have been found (David Smith, The Life and Letters 
of St. Paul, 126). Thus once more the spade of the ar
chaeologist has falsified Bible critics. 

The use by the two Caesars of the Latin word 
colonia, which Luke changed into the Greek word 
kolonia, "often denotes a colony of foreigners or re
located veterans" (B-G-D, 686). Colonial status 
meant (1) libertas, self-government; (2) immunitas, 
immunity from imperial taxes; and (3) jus Italicum, 
same rights as Italians citizens (Interpreter's Bible). 
People in Philippi took pride in saying that they were 
"Romans" (Acts 16:21), though they were some 
three hundred miles distant. 

The usual Greek word for "behavior" (anas
trophe, Gal. 1:13; Eph. 4:22; 1 Tim. 4:12; Heb. 13:7; 
James 3:13; 1 Pet. 1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; 2 Pet. 
2:7; 3:11) in the KJV is "conversation." In 1611, 
when the KJV was issued, the word conver
sation meant "behavior," but now conversation repre
sents only one aspect of a person's behavior, his lan
guage. 

So Paul's Greek word politeuomai represents 
only one aspect of behavior: a person's conduct as a 
legal member of a community. He commanded the 
Philippian Christians to "discharge your obligations 
as citizens (politeuesthe) worthily of Christ's gospel" 
(1 :27). The margin of the ASV says that Paul's Greek 
word means "behave as citizens." 

Inspired letters were written to Timothy, to the 
Hebrews, to "the scattered strangers throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" 
(1 Pet. 1: 1), and directly to the cities of Thessalonica, 
Colosse, Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, 
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, and to Philippi, but 
among these only with reference to Philippi could 

the word politeuomai (Phil. 1 :27) have been used ac
curately. 

The inhabitants of the other districts and citizens 
were all subjects of Rome, not citizens of Rome. But 
the inhabitants of Philippi were citizens of Rome as if 
they lived in the seven-hilled metropolis. Was Paul's 
singular use of the word politeuomai accidental? Or 
should one simply stand in amazement at the pre
ciseness of verbal inspiration (1 Cor. 2:13)? 

Paul used a form of politeuomai a second time in 
the Philippian letter, not to teach them how to "be
have as citizens" of Rome, but, building on their po
litical citizenship, to emphasize their spiritual enfran
chisement in a commonwealth better by far than the 
Roman: "our citizenship (politeuma) is in heaven" 
(Phil. 3 :20). On this earth Philippi was a colony be
longing to Rome, but the citizens of Philippi who 
had obeyed the gospel had also become "a colony of 
heavenly citizens" (Dibellus, B-G-0, 686), a "colony 
of heaven" Oames Moffatt). 

Paul 
The apostle Paul was a Roman citizen, though born 
neither in Rome nor in a Roman colony. Tarsus in 
Cilicia, his birthplace (Acts 21:3 9), though an Urbs 
Libera, a "free city" (free of foreign magistrates, free 
of a Roman garrison, was not a colonia, a colony 
(Conybeare and Howson, 41). 

Paul's Roman citizenship was inherited: his fa
ther had that distinction, and so Paul said, "I was Ro
man born" (Acts 22:28). Paul's Roman citizenship 
(1) allowed him to demand in Philippi a dignified re
lease from prison (Acts 16:37); (2) saved him in 
Jerusalem from a savage beating (Acts 22:25-28); (3) 
rescued him in Jerusalem from an assassination plan 
(Acts 23: 12-27); (4) in Caesarea it allowed him to 
appeal to Caesar (Acts 25: 11-12); and (5) in Rome it 
spared him the ignominy and suffering of a death by 
crucifixion. 

But of much more value in Paul's eyes than Ro
man citizenship was his enfranchisement under an
other government: "our citizenship is in heaven" 
(Phil. 3:20). Paul was united with the Philippian 
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Christians, both by being enfranchised in the city of 
Rome and in the City of God, Civitas Dei, "the 
Heavenly commonwealth" (Augustine, cited by 
David Smith, ibid., 512). His use of the phrase "our 
citizenship is in heaven" refers not only to Paul him
self, but also to the Philippians, and also to faithful 
Christians everywhere. 

Do You Have Dual Citizenship? 

After Paul had seen Jesus in the sky, he (1) believed, 
asking, "What shall I do, Lord?" (Acts 22: 10), and 
(2) repented, neither eating nor drinking "for three 
days" (Acts 9:5); and ( 3) was baptized to "wash 
away" his sins (Acts 22: 16). From that moment he 
enjoyed a dual citizenship, one in Rome and one in 
the heavenly commonwealth {Eph. 2:19; Phil. 3:20), 

Lydia and her household, after hearing Paul's 

sermon on the bank of the Gangites River (one mile 
west of the city of Philippi), were "baptized" (Acts 
16:13: 15), and so, along with Paul, became "fellow 
citizens" in the heavenly commonwealth (Phil. 3 :20; 
Eph. 2: 19). However, unlike Paul, Lydia was not a 
Roman citizen, she being from Thyatira (Acts 16:14). 

The Philippian jailer (1) believed in Jesus (Acts 
16:33), and (2) repented, washing the "wounds" of 
Paul and Silas (Acts 16:33 ), and (3) was baptized, 
and his household, even at "midnight" (Acts 16:25-
34). When they arose from the water of baptism, 
they, like Paul, had dual citizenships. Today, under 
the flags of earthly governments, there are thousands 
of Christians who have dual citizenships, one on 
earth, and one in heaven. 
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Things New and Old 
By James T. Amis 

Every scribe which is instructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
man that is an house-holder, which 

bringeth forth out of his treasure things 
new and old (Matt. 13:52). 

People are usually well pleased with anything 
new, especially if it is some new form of religious 
doctrine, but few people are satisfied with the old 
things. At the time Jesus was speaking, it was right 
and proper to look after those things that were new 
in religious matters, for that was the age of creation 
or construction of the Christian religion; but even 
then Jesus would not have the scribe neglect the old 
things. Those things that were then old had once 
been new, even when God thundered his law from 
Mount Sinai of whispered his messages into the ears 
of his servants, the prophets. It was a new thing 
when Moses built the tabernacle in the wilderness. It 
was a new command to keep the Sabbath day, the 
feast of Tabernacles, the Passover, the wave offer
ings, the scapegoat. All those things were new in the 
constructive period of the Jewish age. 

But fifteen hundred years had passed with the 
faithful assembling year by year in the city of Jerusa-
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lem, at the place Jehovah had recorded his name, to 
offer up the sin offering, and postpone the punish
ment for their sins, always expecting the coming of 
him who should blot out those sins, and those things 
had become old - so old that their performance was 
often neglected or contaminated with idolatry, mer
chandising, traditions, etc., until God refused their 
service. God's servants, the prophets, too often 
found it necessary to admonish his people to return 
and seek "for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein"; and too often did they answer: 
"We will not walk therein" Uer. 6:16). They continu
ally sought for new things and could find them only 
among their idolatrous neighbors. 

God never goes to any trouble to give his people 
what they want in this world, but always gives them 
what is best for them. Too many new things will soon 
make the child unappreciative of anything - new or 
old. But there was one thing in God's teaching to 
those people that was always new and interesting, 
even though it was told and retold by scribes and 
prophets, priests and fathers, day after day, for cen-

. turies - i.e., the promise of a Messiah, a King that 
would reign forever, an Avenger of their enemies, 



that Prophet of whom Moses wrote. All their hopes 
were centered in the great blessings, which were to 
come through him. Their vague ideas of eternal life 
(which things were hidden until revealed to the 
apostles of Christ- Eph. 5; 1 Pet. 1: 5-12) were to 
be realized at his coming. Each mother in Israel 
hoped that her son might be the fulfillment of those 
prophecies. At last he came and began to tell them 
new things. 

He began to preach the "so great salvation" 
(He b. 2: 3 ), which was but the culmination of the 
old, yet ever new, story they had told and heard for 
centuries. It was proper and right for the people of 
that age to accept this "new doctrine," but not to the 
denying of the old. Paul said: "Do we then make 
void the law [of Moses] through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law" (Rom. 3:31}. Not establish 
it in the sense of making it binding on the people, for 
it had been binding on them all those years, but to 
establish the faithfulness of God's every promise 
which was fulfilled in Christ and his church. Hence, 
Jesus has taught every scribe that would be wise unto 
the kingdom of heaven (his church} not to depend 
alone upon these new things, but to learn both old 
and new. "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me" Uohn 5 :39}. 

The only Scriptures they could search at that 
time was the Old Testament (old things), as the New 
Testament was not then written. 

He said they think they have eternal life in those 
old Scriptures, but Paul wrote: "If there had been a 
law given which could have given life, verily righ
teousness should have been by the law" (Gal. 3:21). 
People often think they have eternal life in this age, 
and they might he mistaken as well as those people. 
God has stated the terms upon which he will bestow 
eternal life, and until such terms are complied with, 
it is all think-so. The scribe must take from his trea
sure house (the scriptures} the old things and com
pare them with the new things that were coming be
fore his eyes every day. He must notice the prophe
cies of Isaiah 40:3 and see in John the baptist "the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness," and the Elias 
that must come (Mal. 4: 5) and "restore all things," 
and see in this new rite of "baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins" (Mark 1) 4} the preparing of a 
people to receive the Christ in his world-wide com
mission to "go ... preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" 
(Mark 16: 15-16; Acts 2:38). 

He must see in the church which Christ through 
his chosen apostles built "in the world" Oohn 17:15; 
18 :26), which first became a church on Pentecost 
(Acts 2: 47), the fulfillment of Daniel's prophecy of a 
kingdom that should never be destroyed (Dan. 2: 44 ), 
hence must be still in existence. He must see later in 
Acts 2:16-17 the fulfillment of Joel 2: 28-30 by the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. He must connect Isaiah 
53:7 with Jesus, who was led as a lamb to the slaugh
ter, and whose blood flowed as a sacrifice for all na
tions. In fact, for every old treasure he brings forth he 
must search for a jewel that is new, which makes for it 
a perfect setting, until he is made to see the beauties of 
God's eternal plan and purpose, how each fits into the 
other as cogs in a perfect machine. 

Any scribe or student who digs up these treasures 
both new and old will certainly be instructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven, or church of the firstborn, 
which he said he would build and to which he said 
he would add people. If such a one gets into a church 
at all, it will not be in any of the numerous man
made institutions called "churches" wearing the 
name of some man or set of men or the name of 
some religious principles or method but into the 
church of Christ which he purchased with his blood, 
"the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and not 
man." The reason the people get into these mislead
ing churches is that they fail to get those old and new 
treasures connected just right. They either take the 
old things and try to live by them, or try to live by 
both old and new. Jesus said that no man seweth new 
cloth into an old garment, or putteth new wine into 
old bottle: (wineskins) (Matt. 9: 16-17}. 

Yet men try to sew the old law and the new law 
together and make one garment of them. Jesus said it 
would not work. He teaches that the old things were 
types or figures of the new, showing what the new 
would be like; so when the new is compared with the 
old, it not only proves the new to be genuine, but re
flects the veracity upon the old; but that which 
"decayeth and waxen old is ready to vanish away" 
(He b. 8:13 ). He "took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his cross" (Col. 2:14 }. By reason of two thousand 
years' continuance these new things have become 
old, so that many have departed from them, until the 
faithful cry: "Let us seek the old paths." But many 
still reply, "We will not walk therein," and continue 
to be carried about with every wind of doctrine. 
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(Claude Witty has long since gone to his reward, but his words live on to impress us and help to keep our feet in 
the path of righteousness.) 

The Love of God 
By Claude F. Witty 

There are many great subjects on which the 
mind of man may dwell. If one is at all ac
quainted with the subject, he may spend 

many hours in a profound study of the universe. 
Out in the vast realm of space he sees a great 

ocean, the milky way. Every drop of water in this 
ocean is a world. So great is the distance across this 
ocean that astronomers tell us that -a ray of light 
traveling at a speed of one hundred eighty-six thou
sand miles per second would be four years in passing 
from one side of it to the other. In another direction 
he may see a great city, every building being a fixed 
star. Looking again, he may see a great railroad sys
tem, the planets, stars, and comets being the trains, 
running exactly on time, not one of them being a sec
ond late in a thousand years. 

Then there is what we know as "time." The mind 
of a man may carry his thoughts back and back be
yond the time when the morning stars sang together 
at the dawn of creation; back into the great un
known, where his reasoning faculties rebel and 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 1 0:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Forsalvation-1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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refuse to go further, or they may swing in the other 
direction and cause him to think of the time when 
there will he no time; or can there be a time when 
there will be no time or must time go on forever? 

Again, there is the great subject of sin. The mind 
can exhaust itself trying to solve the problem of sin. 
Sin is everywhere, in every day of every life, in every 
strata of society, in every vocation of life, in every 
nation, and in every race. It appears in diamonds and 
silks and in tatters and rags. It hides its slimy form in 
secret places, and then shamelessly walks forth in the 
full light of day. It cunningly charms one victim, 
while it fires the passions of another. Some there are 
who will roll sin under their tongue as a sweet mor
sel; others will press it to their bosom as they would 
a darling baby; while others will flee from it as they 
would from burning buildings or a deadly serpent. If 
all the tears that have been shed because of sin were 
to be suddenly rained from the clouds, this earth 
would experience a second deluge. If all the cries of 
pain caused by the love and practice of sin were to 
ascend together, they would shake the foundations 
of heaven. Sin has turned this beautiful world of ours 
into one vast cemetery, and so terrible has been its 
work of death that even the Son of God left his home 
in glory and came to earth to deliver men from its 
eternal sting. 

Not less interesting than these subjects is that 
ever perplexing problem of death. As the old saint 
sitting in his armchair in the evening time, with eyes 
half closed, tries to solve the great problem; as the 
patient on his touch of death stares point-blank at 
the great monster; as the father, mother, husband, or 
wife stands, with streaming eyes, and sees that one 
that is nearer than all else on earth to them slipping 
away from them, they all cry out in their anguish and 
ask: "What does it all mean?" 

Like the dove from Noah's ark that wandered 
over the waste of waters till it was compelled to re
turn without finding a resting place for its weary 
feet, so the mind finally gives up in despair when it 
tries to encompass these great subjects. 



Even so there is another subject that is more vast 
than the ones that we have been considering. In Eph
esians 3:18 we read: "What is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge." 

You may let your mind shoot to the highest heav
ens, you may drop it to the deepest depths, you may 
give it the length and breadth of the universe, and 
yet you cannot reach the limits of God's love. 

"God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life," is not 
simply a beautiful verse of Scripture; it is a statement 
of one of the most profound facts that ever engaged 
the mind of man. 

David, the sweet singer in Israel, tried to picture 
himself as fleeing beyond the reach of God's love. 
He says: "Whither shall I go from thy spirit [or 
love]? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I 
ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I make my 
bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand shall hold me. If I say, Surely the darkness 
shall cover me; even the night shall be light about 
me, Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the 
night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light 
are both alike to thee" (Ps. 129:7-12). To demon
strate this great love Jesus took the body of a man 
and walked on earth for four and thirty years. Dur
ing this time, he showed the world the only example 
of perfect love that it was ever to see - a love en
tirely free from the debasing qualities of lust, selfish
ness, envy, or jealousy. 

It was a love that gently rebuked his disciples 
when they forbade mothers to put their children in 
his arms that he might bless them and make them the 
models of his kingdom. It was a love that shamed 
self-righteous Simon when he wanted to drive the 
poor, sinful woman out when she was washing his 
feet with her tears and wiping them with the hairs of 
her head. It was a love that stooped down and wrote 
on the ground while the hypocritical accusers of an
other sinful woman sneaked away and permitted him 
to rise and say: "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and 
sin no more." 

It was a love that caused Zaccheus to leap from 
the sycamore tree and openly declare he would repay 
four-fold to every person he had robbed or cheated, 
and that, in addition, he would give half of his for
tune to the poor. 

It was a love that fed the hungry, healed the sick, 
opened the eyes of the blind, gave the dead back to 
their loved ones, encouraged the despondent, and 
promised eternal life to all who would lovingly obey 
him. 

It was a love that ran to meet the returning 
prodigal son and shouted for the servants to make 
ready a great feast that all might welcome the wan
derer home again. 

It was a love that did not pass by on the other 
side, but tenderly lifted the wounded man to the 
rider's p}a<;e in the saddle and bade the innkeeper 
care for him till he was well and able to return home. 

It was a love that left the ninety and nine sheep 
in the fold and went out into the mountains to seek 
the lamb that was lost. 

Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
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edited by Bill Cline 

This 1987 Firm Foundation lectureship book on Joshua 
is unique in its composition. Both exegetical and homi
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(The persecution of the church in the beginning of gospel resulted in the people of God holding more firmly to 
truth and the church grew and multiplied exceedingly. In his book, john Foxe describes ten persecutions against 
the church (he omits the jewish persecution of the church at its outset), but concentrates on Roman opposition. 
He then gives in detail an account of the 161h-century persecution of the disciples of Christ. When we consider 
how the disciples began and grew, it is important to know about how the forces of truth and righteousness were 
staunchly opposed, even unto death. Such information may cause us, like the first-century saints to love Christ, 
the gospel, and the church more than we love life. When you hold to something for which you would gladly die, 
you have something for which it is worth living. Because you will find it interesting to re-read the early persecu
tion of the church, we are reprinting Foxe's account of this early Roman persecution of the church in two parts.) 

Foxes' Book of Martyrs 
Chapter II 

The Ten Primitive Persecutions 
The First Persecution, Under Nero, A.D. 67 

The first persecution of the Church took place 
in the year 67, under Nero, the sixth em
peror of Rome. This monarch reigned for 

the space of five years, with tolerable credit to him
self, but then gave way to the greatest extravagancy 
of temper, and to the most atrocious barbarities. 
Among other diabolical whims, he ordered that the 
city of Rome should be set on fire, which order was 
executed by his officers, guards, and servants. While 
the imperial city was in flames, he went up to the 
tower of Macaenas, played upon his harp, sang the 
song of the burning of Troy, and openly declared that 
"he wished the ruin of all things before his death. 
Besides the noble pile, called the Circus, many other 
palaces and houses were consumed; several thou
sands perished in the flames, were smothered in the 
smoke, or buried beneath the ruins. 

This dreadful conflagration continued nine days; 
when Nero, finding that his conduct was greatly 
blamed, and a severe odium cast upon him, deter
mined to lay the whole upon the Christians, at once 
to excuse himself, and have an opportunity of glut
ting his sight with new cruelties. This was the occa
sion of the first persecution; and the barbarities exer
cised on the Christians were such as even excited the 
commiseration of the Romans themselves. Nero even 
refined upon cruelty, and contrived all manner of 
punishments for the Christians that the most infernal 
imagination could design. In particular, he had some 
sewed up in skins of wild beasts, and then worried by 
dogs until they expired; and others dressed in shirts 

16 March 2009 
Firm Foundation 

made stiff with wax, fixed to axletrees, and set on 
fire in his gardens, in order to illuminate them. This 
persecution was general throughout the whole Ro
man Empire; but it rather increased than diminished 
the spirit of Christianity. In the course of it, St. Paul 
and St. Peter were martyred. 

To their names may be added, Erastus, chamber
lain of Corinth; Aristarchus, the Macedonian, and 
Trophimus, an Ephesian, converted by St. Paul, and 
fellow-laborer with him, Joseph, commonly called 
Barsabas, and Ananias, bishop of Damascus; each of 
the Seventy. 

The Second Persecution, Under Domitian, A.D. 81 
The emperor Domitian, who was naturally inclined 
to cruelty, first slew his brother, and then raised the 
second persecution against the Christians. In his rage 
he put to death some of the Roman senators, some 
through malice; and others to confiscate their es
tates. He then commanded all the lineage of David 
be put to death. 

Among the numerous martyrs that suffered dur
ing this persecution was Simeon, bishop of Jerusa
lem, who was crucified; and St. John, who was 
boiled in oil, and afterward banished to Patmos. 
Flavia, the daughter of a Roman senator, was like
wise banished to Pontus; and a law was made, "That 
no Christian, once brought before the tribunal, 
should be exempted from punishment without re
nouncing his religion." 

A variety of fabricated tales were, during this 



reign, composed in order to injure the Christians. 
Such was the infatuation of the pagans, that, if fam
ine, pestilence, or earthquakes afflicted any of the 
Roman provinces, it was laid upon the Christians. 
These persecutions among the Christians increased 
the number of informers and many, for the sake of 
gain, swore away the lives of the innocent. 

Another hardship was, that, when any Christians 
were brought before the magistrates, a test oath was 
proposed, when, if they refused to take it, death was 
pronounced against them; and if they confessed 
themselves Christians, the sentence was the same. 

The following were the most remarkable among 
the numerous martyrs who suffered during this per
secution. 

Dionysius, the Areopagite, was an Athenian by 
birth, and educated in all the useful and ornamental 
literature of Greece. He then travelled to Egypt to 
study astronomy, and made very particular observa
tions on the great and supernatural eclipse, which 
happened at the time of our Savior's crucifixion. 

The sanctity of his conversation and the purity of 
his manners recommended him so strongly to the 
Christians in general, that he was appointed bishop 
of Athens. 

Nicodemus, a benevolent Christian of some dis
tinction, suffered at Rome during the rage of 
Domitian's persecution. 

Protasius and Gervasius were martyred at Milan. 
Timothy was the celebrated disciple of St. Paul, 

and bishop of Ephesus, where he zealously governed 
the Church until A.D. 97. At this period, as the pa
gans were about to celebrate a feast called 
Catagogion, Timothy, meeting the procession, se
verely reproved them for their ridiculous idolatry, 
which so exasperated the people that they fell upon 
him with their clubs, and beat him in so dreadful a 
manner that he expired of the bruises two days later. 

The Third Persecution, Under Trajan, A.D. 108 
In the third persecution Pliny the Second, a man 
learned and famous, seeing the lamentable slaughter 
of Christians, and moved therewith to pity, wrote to 
Trajan, certifying him that there were many thou
sands of them daily put to death, of which none did 
any thing contrary to the Roman laws worthy of per
secution. "The whole account they gave of their 
crime or error (whichever it is to be called) 
amounted only to this viz. that they were accus
tomed on a stated day to meet before daylight, and 
to repeat together a set form of prayer to Christ as a 
God, and to bind themselves by an obligation-not in-

deed to commit wickedness; but, on the contrary
never to commit theft, robbery, or adultery, never to 
falsify their word, never to defraud any man: after 
which it was their custom to separate, and reas
semble to partake in common of a harmless meal." 

In this persecution suffered the blessed martyr, 
Ignatius, who is held in famous reverence among 
very many. This Ignatius was appointed to the bish
opric of Antioch next after Peter in succession. Some 
do say, that he, being sent from Syria to Rome, be
cause he professed Christ, was given to the wild 
beasts to be devoured. It is also said of him, that 
when he passed through Asia, being under the most 
strict custody of his keepers, he strengthened and 
confirmed the churches through all the cities as he 
went, both with his exhortations and preaching of 
the Word of God. Accordingly, having come to 
Smyrna, he wrote to the Church at Rome, exhorting 
them not to use means for his deliverance from mar
tyrdom, lest they should deprive him of that which 
he most longed and hoped for. "Now I begin to be a 
disciple. I care for nothing, of visible or invisible 
things, so that I may but win Christ. Let fire and the 
cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking 
of bones and tearing of limbs, let the grinding of the 
whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come 
upon me; be it so, only may I win Christ Jesus!" And 
even when he was sentenced to be thrown to the 
beasts, such as the burning desire that he had to suf
fer, that he spake, what time he heard the lions roar
ing, saying: "I am the wheat of Christ: I am going to 
be ground with the teeth of wild beasts, that I may be 
found pure bread." 

Trajan being succeeded by Adrian, the latter con
tinued this third persecution with as much severity as 
his predecessor. About this time Alexander, bishop of 
Rome, with his two deacons, were martyred; as were 
Quirinus and Hernes, with their families; Zenon, a 
Roman nobleman, and about ten thousand other 
Christians. 

In Mount Ararat many were crucified, crowned 
with thorns, and spears run into their sides, in imita
tion of Christ's passion. Eustachius, a brave and suc
cessful Roman commander, was by the emperor or
dered to join in an idolatrous sacrifice to celebrate 
some of his own victories; but his faith (being a 
Christian in his heart) was so much greater than his 
vanity, that he nobly refused it. Enraged at the de
nial, the ungrateful emperor forgot the service of this 
skilful commander, and ordered him and his whole 
family to be martyred. 
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At the martyrdom of Faustines and Jovita, broth
ers and citizens of Brescia, their torments were so 
many, and their patience so great, that Calocerius, a 
pagan, beholding them, was struck with admiration, 
and exclaimed in a kind of ecstasy, "Great is the God 
of the Christians!" for which he was apprehended, 
and suffered a similar fate. 

Many other similar cruelties and rigors were ex
ercised against the Christians, until Quadratus, 
bishop of Athens, made a learned apology in their fa
vor before the emperor, who happened to be there 
and Aristides, a philosopher of the same city, wrote 
an elegant epistle, which caused Adrian to relax in 
his severities, and relent in their favor. 

Adrian dying A.D. 138, was succeede.d by 
Antoninus Pius, one of the most amiable monarchs 
that ever reigned, and who stayed the persecutions 
against the Christians. 

The Fourth Persecution, 
Under Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, A.D. 162 

Marcus Aurelius, followed about the year of our 
Lord 161, a man of nature more stern and severe; 
and, although in study of philosophy and in civil 
government no less commendable, yet, toward the 
Christians sharp and fierce; by whom was moved the 
fourth persecution. 

The cruelties used in this persecution were such 
that many of the spectators shuddered with horror at 
the sight, and were astonished at the intrepidity of 
the sufferers. Some of the martyrs were obliged to 
pass, with their already wounded feet, over thorns, 
nails, sharp shells, etc. upon their points, others were 
scourged until their sinews and veins lay bare, and 
after suffering the most excruciating tortures that 
could be devised, they were destroyed by the most 
terrible deaths. 

Germanicus, a young man, but a true Christian, 
being delivered to the wild beasts on account of his 
faith, behaved with such astonishing courage that 
several pagans became converts to a faith which in
spired such fortitude. 

Polycarp, the venerable bishop of Smyrna, hear
ing that persons were seeking for him, escaped, but 
was discovered by a child. After feasting the guards 
who apprehended him, he desired an hour in prayer, 
which being allowed, he prayed with such fervency, 
that his guards repented that they had been instru
mental in taking him. He was, however, carried be
fore the proconsul, condemned, and burnt in the 
market place. 
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The proconsul then urged him, saying, "Swear, 
and I will release thee; - reproach Christ." 

Polycarp answered, "Eighty and six years have I 
served him, and he never once wronged me; how 
then shall I blaspheme my King, Who hath saved 
me?" At the stake to which he was only tied, but not 
nailed as usual, as he assured them he should stand 
immovable, the flames, on their kindling the fagots, 
encircled his body, like an arch, without touching 
him; and the executioner, on seeing this, was or
dered to pierce him with a sword, when so great a 
quantity of blood flowed out as extinguished the 
fire. But his body, at the instigation of the enemies of 
the Gospel, especially Jews, was ordered to be con
sumed in the pile, and the request of his friends, who 
wished to give it Christian burial, rejected. They nev
ertheless collected his bones and as much of his re
mains as possible, and caused them to be decently in
terred. 

Metrodorus, a minister, who preached boldly, 
and Pionius, who made some excellent apologies for 
the Christian faith, were likewise burnt. Carpus and 
Papilus, two worthy Christians, and Agatonica, a pi
ous woman, suffered martyrdom at Pergamopolis, in 
Asia. 

Felicitatis, an illustrious Roman lady, of a consid
erable family, and the most shining virtues, was a de
vout Christian. She had seven sons, whom she had 
educated with the most exemplary piety. 

Januarius, the eldest, was scourged, and pressed 
to death with weights; Felix and Philip, the two next 
had their brains dashed out with clubs; Silvanus, the 
fourth, was murdered by being thrown from a preci
pice; and the three younger sons, Alexander, Vitalis, 
and Martial, were beheaded. The mother was be
headed with the same sword as the three latter. 

Justin, the celebrated philosopher, fell a martyr 
in this persecution. He was a native of Neapolis, in 
Samaria, and was born A.D. 103. Justin was a great 
lover of truth, and a universal scholar; he investi
gated the Stoic and Peripatetic philosophy, and at
tempted the Pythagorean; but the behavior of our of 
its professors disgusting him, he applied himself to 
the Platonic, in which he took great delight. About 
the year 133, when he was thirty years of age, he be
came a convert to Christianity, and then, for the first 
time, perceived the real nature of truth. 

He wrote an elegant epistle to the Gentiles, and 
employed his talents in convincing the Jews of the 
truth of the Christian rites; spending a great deal of 
time in travelling, until he took up his abode in 



Rome, and fixed his habitation upon the Viminal 
mount. 

He kept a public school, taught many who after
ward became great men, and wrote a treatise to con
fuse heresies of all kinds. As the pagans began to 
treat the Christians with great severity, Justin wrote 
his first apology in their favor. This piece displays 
great learning and genius, and occasioned the em
peror to publish an edict in favor of the Christians. 

Soon after, he entered i11to frequent contests 
with Crescens, a person of a vicious life and conver
sation, but a celebrated cynic philosopher; and his 
arguments appeared so powerful, yet disgusting to 
the cynic, that he resolved on, and in the sequel ac
complished, his destruction. 

The second apology of Justin, upon certain se
verities, gave Crescens the cynic an opportunity of 
prejudicing the emperor against the writer of it; 
upon which Justin, and six of his companions, were 
apprehended. Being commanded to sacrifice to the 
pagan idols, they refused, and were condemned to be 
scourged, and then beheaded; which sentence was 
executed with all imaginable severity. 

Several were beheaded for refusing to sacrifice to 
the image of Jupiter; in particular Concordus, a dea
con of the city of Spolito. 

Some of the restless northern nations having 
risen in arms against Rome, the emperor marched to 
encounter them. He was, however, drawn into an 
ambuscade, and dreaded the loss of his whole army. 
Enveloped with mountains, surrounded by enemies, 
and perishing with thirst, the pagan deities were in
voked in vain; when the men belonging to the 
militine, or thundering legion, who were all Chris
tians, were commanded to call upon their God for 
succor. A miraculous deliverance immediately en
sued; a prodigious quantity of rain fell, which, being 
caught by the men, and filling their dykes, afforded a 
sudden and astonishing relief. It appears that the 
storm which miraculously flashed in the face of the 
enemy so intimidated them, that part deserted to the 
Roman army; the rest were defeated, and the re
volted provinces entirely recovered. 

This affair occasioned the persecution to subside 
for some time, at least in those parts immediately un
der the inspection of the emperor; but we find that it 
soon after raged in France, particularly at Lyons, 
where the tortures to which many of the Christians 
were put, almost exceed the powers of description. 

The principal of these martyrs were Vetius 
Agathus, a young man; Blandina, a Christian lady, of 

a weak constitution; Sanctus, a deacon of Vienna; red 
hot plates of brass were placed upon the tenderest 
parts of his body; Biblias, a weak woman, once an 
apostate. Attalus, of Pergamus; and Po thin us, the ven
erable bishop of Lyons, who was ninety years of age. 
Blandina, on the day when she and the three other 
champions were first brought into the amphitheater, 
she was suspended on a piece of wood fixed in the 
ground, and exposed as food for the wild beasts; at 
which time, by her earnest prayers, she encouraged 
others. But none of the wild beasts would touch her, 
so that she was remanded to prison. When she was 
again produced for the third and last time, she was 
accompanied by Ponticus, a youth of fifteen, and the 
constancy of their faith so enraged the multitude that 
neither the sex of the one nor the youth of the other 
were respected, being exposed to all manner of pun
ishments and tortures. Being strengthened by 
Blandina, he persevered unto death; and she, after 
enduring all the torments heretofore mentioned, was 
at length slain with the sword. 

When the Christians, upon these occasions, re
ceived martyrdom, they were ornamented, and 
crowned with garlands of flowers; for which they, in 
heaven, received eternal crowns of glory. 

It has been said that the lives of the early Chris
tians consisted of "persecution above ground and 
prayer below ground." Their lives are expressed by 
the Coliseum and the catacombs. Beneath Rome are 
the excavations which we call the catacombs, which 
were at once temples and tombs. The early Church 
of Rome might well be called the Church of the 
Catacombs. There are some sixty catacombs near 
Rome, in which some six hundred miles of galleries 
have been traced, and these are not all. These galler
ies are about eight feet high and from three to five 
feet wide, containing on either side several rows of 
long, low, horizontal recesses, one above another 
like berths in a ship. In these the dead bodies were 
placed and the front closed, either by a single marble 
slab or several great tiles laid in mortar. On these 
slabs or tiles, epitaphs or symbols are graved or 
painted. Both pagans and Christians buried their 
dead in these catacombs. When the Christian graves 
have been opened the skeletons tell their own ter
rible tale. Heads are found severed from the body, 
ribs and shoulder blades are broken, bones are often 
calcined from fire. But despite the awful story of per
secution that we may read here, the inscriptions 
breathe forth peace and joy and triumph. Here are a 
few: 
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"Here lies Marcia, put to rest in a dream of 
peace.,, 

"Lawrence to his sweetest son, borne away of an-
gels." 

uVictorious in peace and in Christ." 
~'Being called away, he went in peace." 
Remember when reading these inscriptions the 

story the skeletons tell of persecution, of torture, and 
of fire. 

But the full force of these epitaphs is seen when 
we contrast them with the pagan epitaphs, such as: 

"Live for the present hour, since we are sure of 
nothing else." 

"I lift my hands against the gods who took me 
away at the age of twenty though I had done no harm." 

"Once I was not. Now I am not. I know nothing 
about it, and it is no concern of mine." 

"Traveler, curse me not as you pass, for I am in 
darkness and cannot answer. " 

The most frequent Christian symbols on the 
walls of the catacombs, are, the good shepherd with 
the lamb on his shoulder, a ship under full sail, 
harps, anchors, crowns, vines, and the fish. 

(To be continued) 
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Quotes on Truth 

Tis strange - but true; for truth is always 
strange; Stranger than fiction (Lord Byron, 
Don juan). 

Truth is the highest thing that man may keep 
(Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales). 

When you have eliminated the impossible, what
ever remains, however improbable, must be the truth 
(Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four). 

If you shut up truth and bury it under the 
ground, it will but grow, and gather to itself such ex
plosive power that the day it bursts through it will 
blow up everything in its way (Emile Zola). 

Truth will ultimately prevail where there is pain 
taken to bring it to light (George Washington). 

Truth is mighty and will prevail. There is nothing 
the matter with this, except that it ain't so (Mark 
Twain, Mark Twain's Notebooks). 
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What people believe prevails over the truth 
(Sophocles The Sons of Aleus [fragment]}. 

Truth crushed to earth shall rise again (William 
Cullen Bryant, The Battle-Field). 

They frequently find the truth who do not seek 
it, they who do, frequently lose it (Fanny Kemble, 
Further Records). 

In all perception of the truth there is a divine ec
stasy, an inexpressible delirium of joy, as when a 
youth embraces his betrothed virgin (Henry David 
Thoreau, Familiar Letters). 

Truth will only make you unpopular (Wolfgang 
Borchert, The Outsider). 

Though all the winds of doctrine were let loose to 
play upon the earth, so Truth be in the field, we do 
injuriously by licensing and prohibiting to misdoubt 
her strength. Let her and Falsehood grapple; who ever 
knew Truth put to the worse, in a free and open en
counter Uohn Milton, Areopagitica). 

A truth that's told with bad intent Beats all the 
lies you can invent (William Blake, Auguries of Inno
cence) 

The discovery of truth is prevented more effec
tively, not by the false appearance things present and 
which mislead into error, not directly by weakness of 
the reasoning powers, but by preconceived opinion, 
by prejudice (Arthur Schopenhauer, Parerga and 
Paralipomena). 

Truth and Good are one; and Beauty dwells in 
them, and they in her (Mark Akenside, The Pleasures 
o{Imagination) FF 



Slaughter of the Midianites 
By J. W. McGarvey 

l am asked to explain the account in the thirty
first chapter of Numbers of the slaughter of the 
married women and the boys taken captive 

when the men of Midian had been put to death. 
Such a slaughter, if effected at the command of 

any human being without express authority from 
God, would be a crime of the deepest dye; but if 
commanded of God, it would be a matter of solemn 
duty. Of course, all infidels must denounce it for they 
deny the divine inspiration of Moses; but equally as 
a matter of course, all believers must say it was right 
because commanded of God. 

But infidels turn upon us at this point with the 
assertion that a just God could not have commanded 
such a deed. Whether he could or not, depends on 
circumstances. We may confidently affirm that what
ever God would himself do in the line of morals, he 
might, with propriety, command men to do. But he 
destroyed the antediluvians - men, women and 
children. He did the same to the people of Sodom, 
the infants among whom were as guiltless as those 
among the Midianites. He also destroys by pestilence 
many thousands of innocents every year and nobody 
but ranting atheists stop to criticize him for doing so. 

In the case before us, the women put to death 
were the vile creatures who had been sent by their 
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husbands and fathers to tempt the men of Israel to 
commit adultery with them in their idolatrous rites. 
They had already caused the death of twenty-four 
thousand men, and if they had been spared and 
turned loose in the camp, there is no telling how 
many more would have been ruined forever by their 
sluttish habits. As for the boys, it was God's judg
ment that they had better be cut off in childhood 
than to live and propagate their kind. Some tribes of 
men reach a point in depravity when the good of the 
world requires their extermination. God alone 
knows when this point is reached, and consequently 
he alone can rightly issue the decree of extermina
tion; but to deny him the right to do so would be to 
demand his resignation of his throne. Undoubtedly, 
then, he saw that the time had come for the extermi
nation of this tribe of Midianites, and hence the 
slaughter of the boys. 

It was different with the female children. If taken 
into the families of the Israelites as servants, brought 
up under the restraints of the Law and then inter
married with the sons of Israel, they could be them
selves redeemed, and their posterity could be re
strained. These considerations are obvious, and they 
are sufficient to justify God in ordering the slaughter. 
All these considerations are applicable to similar acts 
of divine judgment recorded in other parts of the 
scriptures. 
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(The fabulous world-class scholar John W. McGarvey was also an incredible sermonizer. He traveled the world 
and spoke with authority abo~t cond~tions in famous places, but especially Bible lands. Below is a magnetic les
son presented long ago ~y t~zs amazzng man. The present generation needs the benefit of McGarvey,s wisdom 
and eloquence. We conszder zt an honor to reprint this important piece.) 

The River Jordan 
By J. W. McGarvey 

X in those days cometh john the 
baptist, preaching in the wilder 
ness of judea, saying, Repent ye; 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For 
this is he that was spoken of by Isaiah the 
prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Make ye ready the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. Now 
john himself had his raiment of camel's 
hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then went out unto him Jerusalem, and all 
judea, and all the region round about jor
dan; and they were baptized of him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Then 
cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan 
unto john, to be baptized of him. But john 
would have hindered him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me? But jesus answering said unto 
him, Suffer it now; for thus it becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffereth 
him. And jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up straightway from the water, and lo, 
the heavens were opened unto him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, 
and coming upon him; and lo, a voice out 
of the heavens, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 1 

The river Jordan is the most famous river on the 
earth. It does not owe its fame, like our own Missis
sippi, to its great length, or to the rich commerce 
that flows upon its bosom; for the whole distance 
from the source to the mouth of the Jordan in an air 
line, is only about one hundred miles, and no boat 
for commercial purposes ever floated upon its wa
ters. It does not owe its fame, like the Nile, to the 
fact that its overflow every year makes fertile a land, 
which would otherwise be a desert; for the waters of 

1 Matthew 3:1-17 
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the Jordan have never been utilized for irrigating 
purposes. Neither does it owe its fame, like the 
Tiber, or the Seine, or the Thames, to the fact that 
some great city like Rome, or Paris, or London, has 
stood on its banks; for no city, not even a village, was 
ever built on the banks of the Jordan- nothing, in
deed, except the temporary hut of the ferryman, 
which may be washed away in the spring, and rebuilt 
when the flood is over. 

To what, then, does this most famous of all the 
rivers on the face of the globe owe its fame? To three 
considerations: first, to its peculiar physical charac
teristics; second, to the historic events that are con
nected with it; third, to an association of thought 
connected with it in the minds of believers. 

And first, to the peculiarities of the Jordan as a 
river. All the other rivers of the world rise in some 
elevated region, flow on by gradual descent until 
they reach the level of the ocean, and there come to 
rest. The Jordan is unlike all other rivers in this par
ticular. Its principal source is an enormous spring of 
icy cold water, which bursts up from the ground, 
supplied by the melting snows of Mount Hermon, 
and flows off a large stream. That spring is a few 
hundred feet above the level of the sea. The waters 
issuing from it, and from two other large springs 
supplied by the snows from the same mountain, 
unite together a few miles south of this central 
source, and form a little lake, called in the Bible "the 
waters of Merom," but by the present inhabitants 
"Lake Huleh," a lake three miles wide and four miles 
long, not very deep. The surface of that lake lies on a 
level with the Mediterranean sea, thirty miles to the 
west. The Jordan starts out at the southern end of 
this lake, and runs south ten miles and a half, when it 
enters into the lake of Galilee. In running those ten 



and a half miles, it has sunk six hundred and eighty 
feet, so that the surface of the lake of Galilee, so pre
cious in the memory of all who have read the life of 
our Savior, lies six hundred and eighty feet below the 
level of the ocean. Out of the southern end of that 
lake, which is twelve miles long, the river starts again 
towards the south, winding in its course like the coils 
of a serpent, and, after traversing an air line of sixty
five miles, enters into the northern end of the Dead 
Sea. Now it has sunk down, down, until, when its 
water comes to rest on the surface of that sea, it is 
thirteen hundred feet below the ocean's level; so 
that, unlike all the other rivers of the earth, though it 
rises somewhat above the ocean's level, nearly the 
whole of its course is below that, and it sinks down 
until it fills a deep chasm called the Dead Sea, which 
is the lowest lying water on the face of the globe. 
The whole of its course, from the lake of Galilee to 
the Dead Sea, is through a valley varying in width 
from four to fourteen miles, and hemmed in on ei
ther side by mountains that rise from fifteen hundred 
to three thousand feet, so that that valley of the Jor
dan is the lowest land on the face of the globe, the 
Jordan the lowest river, the Dead Sea the lowest wa
ter. It would appear to a man standing on the moun
tain ridge on either side and looking across that 
deep, narrow chasm, as though at some early period 
the crust of the earth had been rent asunder and the 
gap only partially filled up, drawing into it this 
stream which forms the three bodies of water of 
which I have spoken. The Dead Sea, as you have 
heard ever since you were children at school, has no 
outlet, and you can see at once that if it had any con
nection with the great body of seas and oceans, it 
would be an inlet. If, as Chinese Gordon proposed a 
few years ago, a canal were cut so that the waters of 
the Mediterranean Sea might pour in, they would 
swell the surface of the Dead Sea thirteen hundred 
feet up the sides of the mountains on either side; 
they would rise above the Jordan proportionately; 
the river Jordan would disappear; the Dead Sea and 
the lake of Galilee would disappear; and in the place 
of these a long body of sea water would divide west
ern from eastern Palestine. These characteristics dis
tinguish the Jordan from all the other rivers of the 
earth, and make its formation a profound study to 
the geologist - one that has never yet been ex
plained in attempting to trace back the history of this 
old world. 

But the events that have transpired in connection 
with the history of the Jordan, have done much more 

than this to give it its fame, for the facts which I have 
recited to you were not known until recent times; in
deed, the first man who ever passed from the lake of 
Galilee along the river to the Dead Sea, took the lev
els of both, sounded the depths of the latter, and ob
tained these figures, was a Lieutenant of our own 
American Navy (Lieutenant Lynch), who was per
mitted by our Government, just after the close of the 
Mexican war, to take ten seamen and two boats, one 
of iron and one of copper, and make this explora
tion. He transported his boats to the lake of Galilee, 
launched them upon that water, descended the river 
in them, and made the learned world acquainted 
with these facts. 

Let us turn, now, to the second source, and look 
at the events that have made this river so famous. 
When Moses had led the children of Israel through 
the forty years of their wanderings in the desert, he 
brought them down, a short time before his death, 
into the deep valley of the Jordan, just above the en
trance of the river into the northern end of the Dead 
Sea. There the valley is fourteen miles wide - seven 
miles between the river on the west and the moun
tains that rise up towards Jerusalem, and seven miles 
from the river to the mountains on the east, which 
rise up to the elevated pasture lands of Moab. 
Marching down from those heights, he pitched his 
camp in what is called in the Bible the Plain of Moab. 
It is a plain about seven miles wide from east to west, 
as we have said, and about eight miles in length from 
north to south. Four or five streams, supplied by 
springs in the ravines of those mountains, flow 
across this plain and empty into the Jordan. There, 
on that plain seven by eight miles, and well supplied 
with water, was the last encampment of the twelve 
tribes before the death of Moses; and while they 
were still encamped there, the Word of the Lord 
came to Moses, saying, "Go thou up upon Nebo, to 
the top of Pisgah, and view the land. And there thou 
shalt die, for thou shalt not go over with the people 
of Israel to possess that land, because thou didst sin 
against me at the waters of Meribah." When Moses 
received that command he could look up from where 
he stood to the summit of Nebo, in the southeast, 
appearing from the view below to be the tallest 
mountain in the Moab range. I camped in that valley 
from Saturday forenoon till Monday forenoon. 
There stood Mt. Nebo towering above us, with 
Pisgah, one of three knobs in which the summit ter
minates. The tall form of Moses was soon seen pass
ing through the camp toward the mountain; and 
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when he stood on the top of Pisgah, and looked out 
over the promised land, he was visible, like a speck 
against the sky, to the whole of that camp. He could 
also look down on every tent of those three millions 
of people, for whom he had suffered so much, and 
for whom, in their days of sin and wickedness, he 
had offered to sacrifice his life. It was a solemn mo
ment, and 0 what a strange experience, after taking 
that last view of the promised land, to fold his arms 
and lie down upon the mountain top, and, without a 
pain, breathe out his soul into the arms of his God. 
And God buried him. If there was a funeral proces
sion, it was a procession of angels; a worthy death 
for that most magnanimous man. 

Thirty days were spent in mourning for Moses, 
and then the command came to Joshua, "Command 
the children of Israel to prepare food; for in three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan." Now, if a mes
sage out of the heavens, sent down by a cohort of 
angels, should reach the people of Louisville some 
day, commanding the whole host of them to arise on 
the third morning and march in solid phalanx across 
the Ohio river, it would not be one whit more star
tling than that command was to Joshua and the 
twelve tribes; for did you notice the statement of the 
text, "The Jordan was overflowing all its banks," 
which it does through harvest. In order to under
stand how the river appeared when it was thus out of 
its banks, let me state that the valley fourteen miles 
wide, lies about seventy-five feet higher than the bed 
of the river. As you walk across the valley toward the 
river, you come to a bluff, not very steep usually -
in some places too steep for a horse to go down, in 
others a gradual slope - and you look down sev
enty-five feet into a river bottom, from a half mile to 
a mile wide. Now a river which falls as rapidly as the 
Jordan (falling nearly seven hundred feet in sixty 
miles) has a rapid current when it is low; but when it 
is so swollen that it leaves its crooked channel, and 
its waters rush in a direct line toward their resting 
place, we can see at once with what a terrific force it 
plunges along. And as that valley is full of small trees 
and underbrush, thick and rank of growth, you can 
see that, as the water would be tearing its way over 
the brush and the tree tops, it would be a fearful 
sight to look at, and to think of marching across it 
would appear preposterous. I would rather under
take to get across the calm Ohio; and yet these 
people were commanded to rise the third morning 
and march across that river, and the priests were 
commanded to take the ark and march before them. 
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I wonder how many people in Louisville would try 
to go across under such a command. But the Israel
ites obeyed - on the third morning every tent was 
struck for an early march. The people were as
sembled in long lines up and down the river, and by 
what soldiers would call a flank movement, they ad
vanced, the priests keeping two thousand cubits 
ahead; and we are told that when the priests went 
down the steep and their feet dipped in the brim of 
the river, the water moved away as they advanced; it 
was cut off on the right, and ran out toward the sea, 
and the river was empty. It was no easy task even 
then to get down the steep slope; to struggle through 
the wet brush and the mud, and climb down into the 
channel of the river. Perhaps they had to use some of 
their axes and shovels and spades; and then they 
must climb up the ascent on the other side before 
sunset that evening. But, hard as the labor was, be
fore the sun had gone down, in the simple style of 
our book, "All the people had passed clean over the 
Jordan." The priests were standing in the middle of 
the channel all this time, and when they came up, the 
mighty river resumed its course. 

Do you believe that? I recollect that when our war 
was going on, a little creek there in Virginia swelled, 
and stopped the movements of McClelland's one hun
dred thousand men when he was about to take Rich
mond; I remember again and again that those mighty 
armies that were struggling in Virginia for the mastery 
were impeded by a night's rain making those little 
streams impassable to them; and it is true that not all 
the armies, nor the millions of soldiers in all the 
armies of Europe, if they were here on the banks of 
this Ohio river, could cut it off or get rid of its waters 
so as to walk across on dry ground. Consequently, 
when some men read of an event like this, they shake 
their heads- that is too big a miracle to be credible! 
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And why? If the re is a God w ho created the heaven 
and the earth, who now rules over them, and who 
does his own pleasure among the armies and nations 
of men, and among the stars and the planets, sure ly 
there is a power suffic ient for this; and th e o nly ques
tion is whether there was an occasion or a reaso n to 
justify the Almighty God in thus stretching out His 
arm. H e declared to Joshua, "This day I will begin to 
magnify thee in the sight of a ll Israe l, that they may 
know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be w ith thee." 
He is going to do something to prove that. He said to 
Israel, "Hereby ye shall know that th e living God is 
among you." Now how cou ld that be? How can God 
show to a people, beyond all possibili ty of doubt that 
He is among them ? The answer you are ready to give 
is this: Onl y by doing something that no ne but God 
can do. If something had been clo ne that might be ac
counted for by the forces of nature, men would have 
believed that the forces of nature did it. If something 
had been clone that could be accomplished by the in
genuity of men and angels, they might have thought 
that men or angels did it; bur if something is done that 
none but the Almighty God can do, then men know 
that the living God is among them of a truth; and thi s 
is what was done. There was an occasion, th en, for it, 
and it was the on ly thing, or something like it, that 
could be done to demonstrate the great t ruth w hi ch 
they were made to believe. 

And then another thin g: have you never ra ised 
the question as you were studying this passage, W hy 
didn ' t the Canaanites assemble an army o n the bank 
of the river and dispute th e passage of it - fight 
them back as they were struggling through? There is 
a very good reason: they knew very well that the J o r
dan would be overflow ing irs banks a ll t hrough the 
t ime of harvest, and the harvest was on, and they 
were busy getting in their gra in. We w ill go, eve ry 
o ne, now, and gather all of ou r grain , and put it 
away; then, the early summer work being over, every 
man that can bear a weapon w ill go clown to the 
bank of the J ordan, and before it will be possible for 
them to cross the river, we w ill be t here to meet 
them. I suppose that was the policy of th e kings of 
Canaan; so they went on contentedly with the har
vest. But when they looked clown from the hilltops 
that day and saw that mighty host coming up out of 
the river in long lines of dark and wh ite, and saw 
them pitch their tents on this side, and knew that the 
river was still swollen, another design that God had 
comes into vi ew. In the language o f Rahab, "There 
was no lo nger any spirit" in th e Canaanites. Their 

so uls sank within them. They, too, saw that Jehovah, 
th e God of Israel, was among that people, and they 
never did recover fro m the effects of the fright which 
it gave them. T his made Joshua's victories far easier 
than they otherwise could have been. Th is, now, is 
the first of that seri es of events (on ly some of which I 
am going to rec ite to you) w hich have made the Jo r
dan the fa mous ri ver that it is. 

The people were settled in the land of Canaan; 
every man with his piece of land as an inheritance to 
his children through all ge nerations: and is it nor 
wonderful that a people who had been thus guided 
through the w ilderness, led across the Reel Sea, 
across the Jordan, planted , by the help of God, in a 
land that was not their own, and made rich and pros
perous in it, could ever forget that God and cease to 
worship him? But, strange as it is, the time came 
when they turned away fro m him. Ahab was king of 
Israe l. He marri ed a heathen woman, who was a 
devotee of a fal se worship. H e made the great mis
take of hi s life, as many another man has done since, 
in the wife that he married; and a great many more 
women have made the mistake of t heir lives in the 
husbands they have married. H e brought to the 
throne of God 's people a heathen queen, and she 
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brought with her the prophets of her false religion, 
and set up a temple; and that false God was wor
shipped in the capital of the Jewish nation. That was 
an aristocratic government; and it was then just as it 
is now - a very large portion of the people put on 
and put off their religion the way they do the fash
ions. When the queen was a Baal worshipper of 
course all the ladies of the court had to be; and when 
the queen and the ladies of the court were Baal wor
shippers, all the women in every little city and town 
throughout the land who wished to be in the style 
became Baal worshippers; and when all the women 
that wanted to be in the style became Baal worship
pers, all their husbands, and all their sons, and all 
their daughters became Baal worshippers. Why not? 
"Better be out of the world than out of the fashion." 
And so Baal worship became the worship of the land. 
There were some old-fashioned prophets who did 
their best to stop that change of things; they cried 
out against it with all their might, but when it came 
to confronting J ezebel, she overpowered them. She 
murdered some of them, and many others went and 
hid in caves, and had their friends bring them bread 
and water to keep them from starving. There was 
only one man left at last, who was standing up in 
that nation and crying out with unterrified voice 
against this abomination. That was the prophet 
Elijah, and he at last was compelled to flee for his 
life, away off to the rocky fastnesses of Mt. Horeb. 
He is hidden in a cave, when God calls and says to 
him, "What doest thou here, Elijah?" He answers, 
"0 Lord, the people of Israel have forsaken thy cov
enant; they have digged down thine altars, and slain 
thy prophets, and I alone am left, and they are seek
ing my life to take it away." Now this was a man who 
would not give up; he would not yield to the wrong 
when all the world, so far as he knew, had gone over 
on the other side. He stayed to fight the battle of the 
Lord as long as there was any possibility of accom
plishing anything, and only when it was to save his 
own life did he flee to that cave in the mountain. 
Now God wanted the world to know what he thinks 
of a man like that; a man who would stand up for the 
truth against the whole world, when he had to stand 
alone. So, when the proper time came, Elijah, with 
his younger prophet and servant, Elisha, was at Gil
gal. He says, "Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the 
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." And Elisha says, 
"As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee"; and he followed him to Bethel. When 
they got up to Bethel, "Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; 
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for the Lord has sent me to Jericho." "As the Lord 
God liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee"; and he followed him to Jericho. This brought 
them down into the Jordan valley, just seven miles 
from the river. There some young prophets came to 
Elisha, and said, "Knowest thou that the Lord will 
take away thy master from thy head today?" "Yes, I 
know it; hold your peace;" and here comes out the 
secret reason why he would not stay behind. So Eli
jah says, "Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord 
has sent me to the Jordan." ''As the Lord liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee"; and he fol
lowed him to the Jordan. Fifty stout young men of 
Jericho also followed the two prophets as far as the 
bluff, and saw them go down to the river. When they 
reached the river, the very section of it which emp
tied itself to let Joshua's army through, Elijah draws 
his mantle from his shoulders and smites the river, 
and it opens. Once more that river opens in obedi
ence to its Maker. The two prophets pass through 
and come up in Joshua's old camp, and under the 
shadow of Mt. Nebo; and as they walked across the 
plain, a whirlwind comes tearing along, and when 
the circle of it strikes the two prophets, Elijah is in a 
chariot of fire, and drawn by horses of fire, and they 
go whirling round and round, up and up, until he 
disappears like a speck in the sky. The younger 
prophet exclaims, "My father, my father; the chari
ots of Israel and the horsemen thereof!" And when 
he looked down, he saw that mantle which had 
opened the water. He took it up, and drew it across 
his own shoulders, and went back. When he came to 
the river, he drew it from about him, and said, 
"Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah?" He again 
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walked through. He comes to where the fifty proph
ets are, who had been seeing all this. They say, "Let 
us go and seek thy Master; peradventure the Spirit of 
jehovah shall cast him on some mountain or into 
some valley." "Don't go." They begged that they 
might go. Finally he says, "Go;" and those fifty men 
went (for they could see where he had dropped, if he 
had dropped at all), and they searched three days in 
those mountains to find the body of Elijah. When 
they returned Elisha said, "Did I not say, to you, 'Go 
not.'" They had not dreamed up to that time, that 
the body of a man might be taken to another world. 
They believed in the departure to God of the spirits 
of those who die, but now they have learned that 
God has a place somewhere, far away beyond the 
sight of men, where both the body and the soul may 
dwell with Him. And thus God declared to that gen
eration and to this, and to all the generations to 
come, that when there is a man on this earth so true 
and brave and strong that he is willing to stand for 
God and for righteousness against the whole world 
in arms and never flinch, that man is too precious in 
the eyes of God for death to seize the body and 
worms to devour it. 0, that we had more men like 
Elijah! The world is suffering and dying for brave 
men, strong men, true men, who will never flinch 
though pressed by every foe. 

The last prophet who spoke in the Old Testa
ment, and these words were written down, closes the 
long line of prophetic utterances with these words: 
"Behold, before the great and terrible day of the 
Lord come, I will send you the prophet Elijah, and 
he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the hearts of the children to their fathers; lest I 
come and smite the earth with a curse." The Jews be
lieved that he meant the real Elijah who had gone to 
heaven; that he was coming back again; but as we 
learn from the New Testament, that prophetic utter
ance had reference to another, called Elijah because 
within him was the Spirit and the power of Elijah; 
and when that second Elijah (John the baptist) came 
and began his mighty work, he began on the bank of 
the river Jordan, in the wilderness- and that word 
wilderness marks the last seven or eight miles of the 
river's course. And so the surface of that same sec
tion of the river that had opened for Joshua's army, 
that had opened itself for the prophets, is broken by 
those whom John baptized. He preached there, and 
the people came flocking out of the cities in vast 
multitudes to hear his preaching. John the Baptist 
went to the banks of the Jordan, began his preaching 

in the wilderness, and emptied the cttles. No 
preacher that ever preached has produced such an ef
fect as that. When I was there, I was glad to get away 
as soon as I satisfied my curiosity, to escape the pest 
of gnats, flies, and mosquitoes, and the intense heat; 
for down in that deep valley, with the mountains on 
either side to shut off the breeze, the summer's heat 
is suffocating. Right there in that kind of a place this 
great preacher gathered throngs out of every city in 
the land; and there they stayed day after day, night 
after night, month after month, the great multitudes 
hanging on the lips of the great preacher. Nothing 
like it has ever been known in the history of this 
world. 

While this excitement and interest were at their 
height, one day the listening throng saw a young 
man of unpretending appearance walk straight 
through the crowd and stand before the great 
preacher. To their amazement the great preacher 
shrinks in that young man's presence. "I have need 
to be baptized of thee. Comest thou to me?" With a 
calm voice the young man, who has no tear of peni
tence in his eye, no tremor in his voice, no confes
sion of sins, says to the preacher, "Suffer it now, 
John. For thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous
ness." Then, with a trembling hand, the great 
preacher leads this young man down into the water, 
lowers him beneath the wave, and lifts him up again. 
He walks out. He kneels down upon the shore, and 
lifts his eyes and his hands toward heaven in prayer. 
While the people gaze and wonder, they hear a 
sound in the sky. They look up. There comes down, 
with the movements of a dove, white and beautiful, 
the Spirit of the great God. It rests upon the young 
man's head, and enters into him; and the sound they 
heard was the voice of the eternal God, breaking the 
silence of the heavens that had not been broken since 
that day of Mt. Sinai. The voice proclaims, "This is 
my Son, the Beloved, in whom I am well pleased." 
And thus, on the banks of that same river, where it 
had opened for Joshua's army, where it had opened 
for the prophets, there under the shadow of Mt. 
Nebo, the heavens were opened, and the great God 
makes known to the listening world that the son of 
Mary is His Son, and introduces in a grand and won
drous way the world's Redeemer. This was the last 
and the crowning glory of the river Jordan. And are 
not these enough to make it the famous river that it 
is? 

But now we pass on, and treat more briefly, by 
far, the last source of this wondrous river's fame. It is 
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the association which connects it in the minds of 
Christians with that which is very dear and precious 
to every Christian heart, when we sing that good old 
song, 

On Jordan's stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye; 
To Canaan's fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie. 

Here is a mingling of the ideal and the real that is 
very strange; but the ideal is caught by every man 
that sings it, round the whole earth. Every man imag
ines himself standing on the literal Jordan, and at the 
same time he instinctively feels himself standing on 
the brink of that dark river separating us from the 
heavenly land. Every man, when he hears that song, 
looks over to the hills of the earthly Canaan, and at 
the same time is gazing upon the blooming fields of 
the everlasting paradise of God. And why this asso
ciation? Because, when Israel had wandered and 
wandered, until now they were within full view of 
the land of promise, they must yet cross that dark 
and swollen river, before they can enter into it. And 
if they had gone into that river just as they were, 
with none but their own strength, they would have 
been washed away, every one of them, down into the 
Red Sea, and the nation would have perished. Just 
so, when you and I shall have wandered, no matter 
how long, we finally come to that which is properly 
called a deep, dark river, a turbid stream that we 
must cross. If we plunge into it in our own unaided 
power, we sink to rise no more. The bottomless pit 
receives us. The Israelites were able to cross that 
river because God himself was in their midst, and 
standing by Joshua their leader; and you and I will be 
able to cross this one, and stand on the eternal 
shores, if only God and Christ are with us when we 
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make the plunge. We often have a false conception 
about death, to our own injury, and to the distur
bance of our thoughts; we think of it, perhaps, as a 
plunge into some dark, cold, chilly stream, we sink 
down and touch bottom, and spring up, and in the 
darkness we struggle and pant until, after a long and 
fearful effort, our feet begin to touch bottom toward 
the other shore. I do not believe that. I believe that 
all the pain you and I will suffer will be on this side 
of death, this side of the river. I believe it will be with 
you and me (if God be with us there) as it was with 
the Israelites-that the very moment our feet begin 
to dip in the brim of death, death will vanish, and we 
are over there at once-you will cross it as soon as 
you touch it. There is no long, dark, terrible struggle. 
When you touch death it is gone forever, the light of 
the glorious land shines that moment upon your 
soul, and the glories of the eternal world are in your 
eye. I believe that. And what a blessed thing it is. 

If you would have death vanish when you touch 
it, you must have your Joshua leading you; you must 
have God in your midst of a truth, and there with 
you. He alone can make death vanish, and if you will 
have Him there then, you must follow Him through 
the wilderness. You must follow that cloudy pillar by 
day, that pillar of fire by night; and that pillar is the 
word of God. Or, to drop the figure, if you would 
have Jesus your Redeemer by your side when you 
come to the last hour, you must have him by your 
side on the journey. How did he go? He first went 
down to that literal Jordan, and there, as we have 
seen, he was baptized by John, though he had no sins 
to wash away. Follow Him there. When He arose 
from that watery burial, He went about doing good, 
and healing all who were oppressed of the devil, be
cause God was with Him. When He died, God was 
with Him, although for a time He thought not, and 
said, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?" But that was only for a moment, for the next 
breath He breathed was in the utterance of the 
words, "Father, receive my spirit." The awful agony 
of a moment was over; He knew that his Father was 
with Him. Let us then, follow Him down to the lit
eral Jordan, obeying His holy command in that ordi
nance - arise, and go about as He did doing good, 
healing all that are oppressed of the devil, so far as it 
is in our power, and then when our feet just dip into 
the brim of the river, He will be with us; the cold 
river will be out of sight, and we shall find our way 
over to the saints on the farther shore. 



Potpourri ... 
T his column is an attempt to take note of 

which way the wind blows and how 
hard it is blowing. We search the news and 

pick items that reveal current trends, keeping us 
abreast of what people are thinking and doing in 
matters of faith and morals. This information should 
help us understand the vices and the customs of our 
contemporaries and that ought to enable us to watch 
out for the bad and encourage the good. 

Now to the religious news of the day. 

AGSues 
• Boston- Massachusetts is suing the federal 

government over a law that defines marriage as a 
union between a man and a woman. 

State Attorney General Martha Coakley filed the 
lawsuit Ouly 8, 2009) in federal court in Boston. It 
says the federal Defense of Marriage Act interferes 
with the right of Massachusetts to define marriage as 
it sees fit. 

The 1996 federal law denies federal recognition 
of gay marriage. Massachusetts was the first state to 
allow the practice. 

The Boston-based Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders has already sued over the federal law. It 
says it discriminates against gay couples and is un
constitutional because it denies them access to fed
eral benefits that other married couples receive. 

(The debate over what constitutes a marriage is 
ongoing ... from a biblical point of view it is quite 
simple . . . one man and one woman for life with one 
exception. The outcome of the political maneuvering 
to establish a perverted definition of marriage will de
termine the moral health of our nation and the spiri
tual vitality of our young, and, we, therefore, aim to 
keep you advised of the progress of the discussion. 
This may seem repetitious and unnecessary, but the 
stakes are high and the result is vastly important.) 

lpistopalians 
• Anaheim, CA - Episcopal Presiding Bishop 

Katharine Jefferts Schori says it's "heresy" to believe 
that an individual can be saved. 

In her opening address to the church's General 
Conference in California, J efferts Schori called that 
"the great Western heresy: that we can be saved as 

individuals, that any of us alone can be in right rela
tionship with God." 

Meanwhile, six Episcopal bishops are pushing 
for greater recognition of same-sex marriages at a 
national gathering of church officials in California. 
Bishop Thomas Ely of Vermont says he and other 
bishops from states recognizing same-sex marriage 
will offer a resolution urging the church to adapt 
marriage rituals to include homosexual couples. 

Spiritual Suicide 
• Los Angeles - Episcopal Church leaders in Los 

Angeles nominated an openly gay priest and an 
openly lesbian priest as bishops in a move sure to 
ratchet up tensions in the global Anglican Commun
ion. The move follows an announcement on Satur
day by the Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota of three 
candidates identified to become the Bishop of Min
nesota, including a partnered lesbian priest in Chi
cago. 

The nominations come just weeks after the 2 mil
lion-member Episcopal Church, the U.S. branch of 
Anglicanism, lifted a de facto ban on the consecra
tion of gay bishops. 
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The Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles said on its 
website it had nominated six priests for December's 
election of two bishops suffraga n, who act as assis
tants to the bishop of a diocese. 

They include the Reverend J ohn Kirkley of San 
Francisco and Canon M ary Douglas Glasspool of a 
Baltimore-based diocese, both of whom describe 
their homosexuali ty in biographies posted on the Los 
Angeles Diocese website. 

Church unity has been strained since 2003, when 
the Episcopal Church consecrated Gene Robinson of 
N ew Hampshire as the first bishop in Anglican his
tory known to be in an openly gay relationship. 

The ordaining of gay clergy and related issues 
have already prompted some congregations to leave 
the Episcopal fold and form a rival North American 
church that claims 100,000 believers. Anglican 
churches in regions like Africa have broken ties with 
their more liberal American brethren. 

Some commentators believe that further schisms 
are sure to wrack both the U.S . church and wider 
Anglican Communion, whose branches are essen
tially offshoots of the Church of England. 

(Your input into the discussion is invited, espe
cially as it informs us of biblical teaching and there
fore of what believers understand about this impor
tant matter. Thank you.) 

Washington Senate 
• Olympia, Wash.- Same-sex domestic partners 

would have all of the r ights and benefits that Wash
ington offers married couples under a measure 
passed by the state Senate. 

Supporters of the bill said it offers same-sex 
couples fairness that has been denied them under the 
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state's 1998 Defense of Marriage Act, which restricts 
marriage to unions between a man and woman. 

"You have denied us that right," said bill sponsor 
Sen. Ed M urray, D -Seattle, one of six openly gay 
lawmakers in the Legislature. "Do not deny us the 
right to care for our fam ilies and build our li ves." 

The bill passed on a mostly party-l ine 30-18 vote 
and now heads to the House. The Senate rejected 
two Repub lican amendments, including one that 
wou ld have sent the measure to voters. 

The bill expands on previous domestic partner
ship laws by adding reference to partnerships along
side all remaining areas of state law where currently 
onl y married couples are mentioned, statutes ranging 
from labo r and employment to pensions and other 
pub lic employee benefits. 

The underlying domestic partnership law, which 
Murray spearheaded two years ago, provided hospi
tal visitation rights, the ability to authorize autopsies 
and organ donations, and inheritance rights when 
there is no will. 

Last year, lawmakers expanded that law to give 
domestic partners standing under laws covering pro
bate and trusts, community property and guardian
ship. 

As of Tuesday, 5,112 domestic partnership regis
trations had been fi led since the law took effect in 
Jul y 2007. 

Opponents said the bill alters the traditional 
definition of marriage. 
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"Same-sex couples have the right to form mean
ingful relationships. But I don't think they have the 
right to redefine marriage for all of us, " said Sen. 
Janea Holmquist, R-Moses Lake. 

Gov. Chris Gregoire has said she supports the 
new expansion measure. Gregoire signed the last 
two domestic partnership bills into law, as well as a 
gay civil rights law in 2006. 

Only Connecticut and Massachusetts have legal
ized gay marriage. Same-sex marriage was legal in 
California for five months until a state referendum 
to ban it passed last fall. 

Vermont, New J ersey, California, New H amp
shire, Oregon, Washington and the District of Co
lumbia have laws that either recognize civil unions or 
domestic partnerships that afford same-sex couples 
simi lar rights to marriage. Thirty states have gay 
marriage bans in their constitutions. 

FlyAway 

• Thomas A Glessner wrote, "On June 16 during 
an interview on CNBC President Obama swatted at 
and killed a fly. The matter was treated with good 
humor by most. I, for one, wanted to say "Nice 
shot, Mr. President." H owever, the animal rights 
group People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) felt differently and publicly chastised the 
President for his apparent cruelty to the insect. 

"We support compassion fo r the even the small
est animals," says Bruce Friedrich, VP for Policy at 
PETA. "We support giving insects the benefit of the 
doubt. " Friedrich says PETA supports "brushing 
flies away rather than killing them." Later PETA 
sent to Obama a fly catching device that traps flies 
and then allows for their safe release back into na
ture. 

Upon hearing of the compassion PETA has for 
the smallest of creatures I wondered what position 
they took on abortion. After all, if this organization 
believes in the protection of the lives of flies surely 
they would be adamantly opposed to the killing of 
the unborn. Hence, I immediately did a search on 
the Internet to find an answer to my question . I 
found out that PETA's compassion for unborn hu
man babies falls far short of its compassion for flies. 

In regards to abortion, PETA's official statement 
reads: 

"PETA does not have a position on the abortion 
issue, because our focus as an organization is the alle
viation of the suffering inflicted on nonhuman ani
mals. There are people on both sides of the abortion 

issue in the animal rights movement, just as there are 
people on both sides of animal r ights issues in the 
pro-life movement. And just as the pro-li fe move
ment has no official pos itio n o n an imal rights, nei
ther does the animal rights movement have an offi
cial position on abortion." 

Now let me understand this clearly. To PETA the 
li fe of a fly deserves to be respected and must be 
treated with dignity, but the life of an unborn child 
subject to abortion is apparently of no concern. One 
can be a member of PETA and support the killing of 
the unborn as long as that person supports the right 
to life of a fly." 

Heckled 
• Oklahoma C ity- A state lawmaker who 

made national headlines by claiming homosexuality 
is a greater threat to the Un ited States than terrorism 
was heckled by protesters as she launched a cam
paign for a mora lity proclamation that opponents 
sa id promotes an atmosphere of hate. 

Rep. Sally Kern said the U.S. is drifting from tra
ditional Chri stian va lues as she sought signatures for 
her petition at a state Capitol rally attended by about 
250 people including ministers and their followers, 
four other state lawmakers, and protesters who 
shouted "shame on you" and "hypocri te." 
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"You are seeing a wonderful demonstration of in
tolerance," the conservative Republican from Okla
homa City said of the hecklers. 

Among other things, the proclamation says, 
"This nation has become a world leader in promot
ing abortion, pornography, same-sex marriage, sex 
trafficking, divorce, illegitimate births, child abuse 
and many other forms of debauchery." 

The proclamation declares the federal govern
ment "is forsaking the rich Christian heritage upon 
which this nation was built." 

Last year, gay and lesbian groups demanded Kern 
apologize after she told a political group that "the 
homosexual agenda is just destroying this nation" 
and poses a bigger threat to the United States than 
terrorism 

Just the Fads, Ma'am 
• In 1992 Andrew Martinez stopped wearing 

clothes to his UC Berkley classes. 
Around 1997 he was diagnosed with schizophre

nia. 
He assaulted a staff member at a halfway house. 
He spent the next two-and-a-half years in Santa 

Clara County jail, in its acute psychiatric unit. 
He killed himself by suffocating himself with a 

plastic bag in a jail cell on May 18, 2006. 
In May 2009 Santa Clara announced that it 

settled a wrongful death lawsuit and would pay $1 
million to his mother, Esther Krenn. 

Question: who is kooky? 

Freedom? 
• Beijing - By all accounts, Shi Weihan was a 

model Chinese citizen. 
A kind-hearted man with a sense of social re

sponsibility, he donated funds to send poor kids to 
school, raised money for those suffering from con
genital heart disease, and when the Sichuan earth
quake hit, worked tirelessly for the emergency relief 
effort. 

But Shi had a fatal flaw. 
He printed Bibles - and gave them out free. 
This week a criminal court in Beijing sentenced 

him to three years in jail. 
His wife and 65 -year-old parents were crushed 

-his two daughters, 13 and 9, were inconsolable. 
"The children just cannot accept it," says Zhang 

Jing, Shi's wife. 
"Their father is their biggest hero. They cried un

controllably. They couldn't believe their father was 
convicted like an ordinary criminal." 
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Homosexual Marriage Unlawful 
• The California Supreme Court has upheld a 

voter-approved ban on same-sex marriage, but it also 
decided that the estimated 18,000 gay couples who 
tied the knot before the law took effect will stay 
wed. 

In Jesus' Name 
• Pittsburgh - State House officials say they have 

been inundated with protests about a policy that 
barred a clergyman from using the word "Jesus" in a 
prayer that was to open one of the lawmakers' daily 
sessions. 

The Rev. Gerry Stoltzfoos, of the Freedom Valley 
Worship Center in Gettysburg, had planned to end 
his recent prayer with "In Jesus' name, Amen." Un
der the policy then in effect, he was asked by House 
Speaker Keith McCall's office to submit the planned 
prayer in writing and to make sure it was nonde
nominational. 

"They said my prayer was rejected because it 
contained an offensive word. Just once, in closing, I 
mentioned Jesus," he said. "I thought they were kid
ding. I had carefully crafted the prayer not to be of
fensive in any way." 

He said he decided not to say the prayer at all 
rather than omit the name. The incident has sparked 
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a controversy on the Internet including an online pe
tition and denunciations of McCall. 

Paul Parcells, McCall's chief of staff, said the 
situation has been blown out of proportion. 

"We've had threats phoned in and a ton of angry 
e-mail," said Parcells, who called McCall "a devout 
Catholic" but said "he doesn't wear his religion on 
his sleeve." 

Guest chaplains are sent a letter asking them to 
use "an interfaith, non-denominational prayer" and 
to refrain from expressing views on legislative, po
litical or governmental issues. House officials say use 
of "God" or "Father" is permissible, but they do not 
want mentions of specific religious figures such as 
Jesus, Muhammad, or Buddha (CR Daily, July 22, 
2009). 

Just Say No 
• A new Gallup Poll conducted in May 2009 

found 51 o/o of Americans calling themselves "pro
life" on the issue of abortion and 42% "pro-choice." 
This is the first time a majority of U.S. adults have 
identified themselves as pro-life since Gallup began 
asking this question in 1995. Let your congressmen 
and senators know that you do not support the 
administration's current approach to healthcare be
cause it funds abortion. E-mail or call your elected 
officials early this month. 

Religious Speech 
• The National Religious Broadcasters (NRB) 

praised passage of a religious speech-related amend
ment to hate crimes legislation, while the ACLU said 
the overall bill still lacked sufficient First Amend
ment protections. 

The religious amendment was adopted July 13th 
by a vote of 78-to-13, according to NRB, after which 
the underlying hate crimes bill was approved by a 
voice vote. The bill would raise to a federal offense 
certain crimes that could be tied to "race, color, na
tional origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and disability," according to ACLU. 

NRB has opposed the hate crimes bill because it 
fears protected religious speech - on abortion or 
homosexuality, for example - could be subject to 
prosecution. ACLU also argues the bill threatens 
speech. 

The amendment, which was introduced by Sena
tor Sam Brownback (R-Kan.), essentially clarifies 
that speech from the pulpit, electronic or otherwise, 
remain protected unless its intent was to cause vio
lence. 

The amendment says that nothing "shall be con
strued or applied in a manner that infringes the 
rights under the First Amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States, or substantially burdens 
any exercise of religion (regardless of whether com
pelled by, or central to, a system of religious belief), 
speech, expression, association, if such exercise of 
religion was not intended to 1) plan or prepare for 
an act of physical violence or 2) incite an imminent 
act of physical violence against another." 

There could still be some room for concern in the 
"incite" portion of that caveat. NRB Senior V.P. and 
General Counsel Craig Parshall said the hate crimes 
legislation was still bad policy and that the amend
ment would make abusive prosecutions "less likely." 

But without that amendment, he said, "our 
Christian communicators would face an unbridled, 
vicious juggernaut of censorship, where federal 
criminal 'hate crime' laws could be used to shut
down free speech and religious expression." 

ACLU agreed with the threat of censorship, but 
saw the Senate and House bills differently. "The Sen
ate version of the hate crimes bill lacks the strong 
protections for speech and association included in 
legislation passed by the House of Representatives in 
June," the ACLU said in a statement Friday. "The 
American Civil Liberties Union believes that without 
the speech and association protections included in 
the House bill, the Senate hate crimes legislation 
could have a chilling effect on constitutionally pro
tected speech and membership .... An otherwise un
remarkable violent crime should not become a fed
eral hate crime simply because the defendant visited 
the wrong website, belonged to a group espousing 
bigotry, or subscribed to a magazine promoting dis
criminatory views, however wrong and repugnant 
those beliefs may be." 

The House hate crimes bill, which has no amend
ment on religious speech, has already passed, while 
the Senate version that passed this week is an amend
ment on the defense authorization bill. That bill is 
must-pass legislation, but it has not passed yet, and 
when it does it will have to go to conference commit
tee, where the hate crimes portion must be recon
ciled with the House version. 

Under the Bush administration, a similar hate 
crimes bill similarly attached to must-pass defense 
authorization legislation was eventually stripped out 
in conference, but it is widely expected to have a bet
ter chance in this Congress, with a president willing 
to sign it (CR Daily, July 23, 2009). 
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Won't Accept Christ 
• Major Jewish groups and rabbis from the three 

largest branches of American Judaism said Thursday 
that their relationship with Roman Catholic leaders 
is at risk because of a recent U.S. bishops' statement 
on salvation. 

Jewish groups said they interpret the new docu
ment to mean that the bishops view interfai th dia
logue as a chance to invite Jews to become Catholic. 
The J ewish leaders said they "pose no objection" to 
Christians sharing their faith, bur said dialogue with 
Jews becomes "untenable" if the goal is to persuade 
Jews to accept Christ as their savior. 

Awful 
• Toronto- You've never seen Jesus like this be

fore: dripping red nail polish around the nails in his 
feet and hands, an irreverent riff on the crucifixion 
wounds. The provocative ride of the painting: Jesus 
Does His Nails. 

Blasphemous? Absolutely. Deliberately provoca
tive? You bet. 

It is part of an art exhibit in Washington that 
marks the first-ever International Blasphemy Day 
(Sept. 30) at the Center for Inquiry DC near Capitol 
Hill. 

Artist Dana Ellyn says her "Blasphemy" paintings 
are a tongue-in-cheek expression of her lack of belief 
in God and religion. The self-described "agnostic 
atheist" - she doesn't believe in the existence of any 
deity but can't say for sure one doesn't exist- says 
her introduction to religion was in college when she 
studied art history. Stories from the Bible, she says, 
are just that: stories. 
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"My point is not to offend, but I realize it can of
fend, because religion is such a po larizing topic," 
Ellyn said of the exhibit. 

Atheists, skeptics, freethinkers and free-speech 
advocates around the world will mark Blasphemy 
Day by mounting their soapboxes - figuratively and 
literally - and uttering words and displaying images 
that may cause offense. 

And they're making no apologies. 
"We're not seeking to offend, but if in the course 

of dialogue and debate, people become offended, 
that's not an issue for us;· said Justin Trottier, a 
Toronto coordinator of Blasphemy Day and execu
tive director of the Ontario chapter of the Center for 
Inquiry. "There is no human right not to be of
fended." 

St. Thomas Aquinas described blasphemy - de
liberately showing contempt or irreverence for 
something considered sacred- as a sin "committed 
directly against God ... more grave than murder." In 
the Gospel of Mark, Jesus said, "Whoever blas
phemes against the Holy Spirit can never have for
giveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin." 

While it may sound as anachronistic as a witch
craft trial, blasphemy remains punishable by death in 
countries like Pakistan and Afghanistan. In addition, 
Ireland recently introduced a defamation law making 
blasphemy punishable by fines up to 25,000 euros 
($37,000 US). What's more, six U.S. states (Massa
chusetts, Michigan. South Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania and Wyoming) have laws that, in some 
way, prohibit or regulate blasphemy, noted Ron 
Lindsay, a lawyer and president of the CFI Interna
tional in Amherst, N.Y. 

CFI also cites efforts by the United Nations to in
troduce anti-blasphemy resolutions that many say 
would curtail free speech about religion. 

Sept. 30 was chosen for the inaugural Blasphemy 
Day because it is the anniversary of the 2005 publica
tion of the controversial Muhammad cartoons in the 
Danish newspaper ]yllands-Posten . The cartoons re
sulted in worldwide riots by outraged Muslims and 
widespread self-censorship by media. 

Lindsay said the Blasphemy Day events are part 
of his group's larger Campaign for Free Expression, 
which encompasses more than protection of speech 
about religion. He said the CFI aims to expose all re
ligious beliefs to the same level of inquiry, discussion 
and criticism to which other areas of intellectual in
terest are subjected (By Leanne Larmondin, Sept. 24 
2009, News Story). FF 



Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Sects in the Church at Corinth 

guestion: Was there a Christ-party, as well as a 
Paul-party, Apollos-party, etc., at Corinth ? Is 

th hurch of Christ named among the contentions 
listed in 1 Corinthians 1:12 ("and I of Christ")? That 
is, are we a party or are we the only saved people? 

1\ns:ver: Exp~aining the "quarrelli~gs" and "~ivi
..t\..swns" which he was condemnmg at Connth, 
Paul said, "What I mean is that each one of you says, 
' I follow Paul,' or 'I follow Apollos,' or ' I fol low 
Cephas,' or ' I follow Christ.' Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the 
name of Paul? (1 Cor. 1:12-13). 

The obvious implication of these rhetorical ques
tions is that, if we are going to be "of" someone, we 
should be of one who was crucified for us, or in 
whose name we were baptized. It would be wrong, 
therefore, to be "of Paul" or "of Apollos" or "of 
Cephas," but right to be "of Christ." Since this 
clearly implies that all should be of Christ, it is diffi
cult to read into it a condemnation of those who are 
saying they are of Christ. 

On that basis, I conclude that there was not a 
Christ-party at Corinth, and Paul does not condemn 
as contentious those there who were saying they 
were "of Christ." 

That does not mean, however, that others, in 
other places, have not worn the designation, "of 
Christ,'' as well as other scriptural designations, in a 
contentious or sectarian manner. It certainly is pos
sible to do so. Witness the way "Church of God," 
"Church of J esus Christ,'' and other similar terms, 
perfectly scriptural within themse lves, are used by 
groups who even call themselves denominations. 

Unfortunately, I have heard people I would think 
should know better use "Church of Christ" in a man
ner that sounds sectarian or deno minational. If a 
group of people are discussing their religious prefer
ences, and one says, "I am a Baptist,'' another, "I am 
Methodist,'' another, "I'm Church of God," and then 
someone says, "I'm Church of Christ;" does that last 
person not co nvey the message to the others that 

"Church of Christ" is the name of his denomination? 
How could they understand any different? 

Among the unscriptural (and often ungrammati
cal) uses of the term that I have heard in recent years 
are these: "How many Church of Christs are there in 
your town?" "I'm a member if the Church of Christ 
Church." "I'm C hurch of Christ all the way! " "What's 
the Church of Christ teaching on that ?" Actually any 
use of the term as an adjective gives a wrong connota
tion: "Church of Christ college, Church of Christ 
preacher, Church of Christ doctrine.'' 

As fo r the question, "Are we the only saved 
people?" the answer depends entirely on who is 
meant by "we." 

At Corinth, the people who were saying, "and I 
of Christ," were not the only saved people. All of 
those addressed were part of "the church of God that 
is in Corinth" (1 Cor. 1:2), because they all had be
lieved and been baptized (Acts 18:8). Those who 
were contentious, and who contributed to the divi
sion, were told that they were "people of the flesh" 
(1 Cor. 3: 1) and were appealed to change their ways 
(1 Cor. 1:10), but they were still, at that time, being 
addressed as part of "the sanctified in Christ Jesus.'' 
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No deno mination, no sect o r party, can r ightly 
claim, "We are the only saved people," even if it ca lls 
itse lf the "Chu rch of God" o r t he "Church of 
Christ." 

When the gospel .was preached fo r the first time 
under the impulse of the great commission, Peter 
commanded those wh o hea rd and believed to "re
pent" and "be baptized ... in the name of Jesus Christ 
fo r the forgiveness of your sins." "So those who re
ceived his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls" (Acts 2 :38, 4 1). 
Then the activiti es of the church thereby fo rmed are 
described, as they worshi pped, had fellowship, and 
evange li zed, and we are told that the Lord continued 
to add to their num ber day by day those who we re 
being saved (Acts 2 :42-47) . T hose who, today, 
received the same word in the same way, are added 
by the same Lord to the same church. All of them. 

Therefore, if "we" refers to those who have 
obeyed the gospel and thus been added by the Lord 
to the church which he said he would build (Matt. 
16 : 18), then the questi o n answers itself. Certainl y, 
the saved people are the o nly saved people, and , if 
o ne can count himself among them, then he (or she) 
can say "we" in referring to them. 

There are no doubt some who call themselves 
"Church of Christ" who are secta rian and conten
ti o us. Some may seem to be primarily in terested in 
fo llowing a party line or being in agreement with 
their favo rite (or most feared) preacher o r paper. 
Others may never even have believed the gospel and 
thus may neve r have been saved. T hat does not 
mean, however, that you or I have to be one of them. 

36 

It is still possible to obey the same gospel the 
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apostl es preached, to be redeemed by the blood of 
the Lamb, and thus to be a part of "the church of the 
Lord which he pu rchased with his own blood" (Acts 
20:28); and to belong to no thing else, to no party, no 
sect, no religious camp. 

T here are also some, belonging to ma ny different 
groups, who first identify themselves rel igiously by a 
denominational t itl e, but w ho a lso clai m to be "of 
Christ." Their situation, however, is usually quite 
diffe rent fro m those at Corinth who were wearing 
the names of men who preached to them. W hile 
those at Corinth had hea rd and obeyed the gospel 
(compare Matt. 2 8: 19-20, Mark 16:15-16, Acts 2, 
and Acts 18), most of t hose claiming denomi national 
titl es today have heard "anot her gospel, " have 
obeyed another voice regarding salvation and chu rch 
membership. 

Many today have no t just become "of something 
else," after becoming Christians, li ke those who were 
"the church of God at Corinth" but we re also "of 
Apollos," had done. Instead many such have neve r 
"beli eved and been baptized" according to the teach
ing of scripture (Mark 16:1 6; Acts 2:3 8), and, there
fore, have never been added by the Lo rd to his 
church. The tragedy of modern denominationalism 
is not just its divided state; it is rather that denomi
national teaching conce rning salvation obscures the 
Bible answer to the question, "What must I do to be 
saved?" God does all of the saving that is done, and 
he does it through C hrist and his gospel (Acts 4 : 12). 
God adds all the saved to the church (Acts 2 :47). He 
doesn't miss a one. 

We should serve the Lord in faith, with the deter
mination to be nothing but a Christian, to belong to 

nothing bur the church for which Chr ist di ed, and 
thus to be a part of no other "we" than one in which 
every redeemed saint can include himself or he rself. 

We have no right to count as brethren those who 
are no t children of God (Gal. 3 :27-27) . We have no 
right to excl ude any whom God includes. We do nor 
become part of a sect just because some people who 
count themselves our brethren act li ke sectarians. 

Go back to Pentecost and Acts 2. If we hear what 
they hea rd, bel ieve what they believed and do what 
they d id, we will rece ive what they received and be 
what they were. May that be our plea. 
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- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, C) 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 
651-9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10,11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed: 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by Lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard and 
Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

Leetures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCRO I, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 9, 
10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-
8653. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 
p.m. (Vz mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

Now available in large print 

-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-

Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367-6216 

Vision of the Ages 
or Leetures 
on the Apoeal.,-pse 
A complete view of the Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 

hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
lion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKK.U04, 91 pgs., pback 

$2.00 54:95 plus $2.15 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edition) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/ a". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.50 plus $2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Q.nestions 
and Answers 
b~· Cuy 1\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ........... BKJLoz $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religions Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

T his c lassic , pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5Y.") puts scriptural answers to 
many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The 
Ten 
Commandments 
Ycstct·tht~· and Toda)' 
~~~- Burton Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

C~POlAin' 
CO~E~S 

Or 
OtKJSltV(S 

Contemporary Concerns 
of Christians 
By Jack Wi lhelm 

Concerns expressed by students, media 
listeners or members of congregations 
that Wilhelm, preacher since 1945, has 
served are discussed. "How can a holy 
God allow pain and evil to exist? Is clon
ing right or wrong? Is cremation an option 
for Christians? What about lotteries and 
gambling ... the status of the unbaptized 
dead ... doctor-assisted death and sui
cide? Should people leaving a congrega
tion explain why they are leaving ... and 
more. BKWJ01 paperback, 289 pgs. 

$1 0 .95 s&h $3.50 
Toxas rosidonts add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

- Advertising Policy -
We welcome your advertising, although the Firm Foundation reserves the right to accept 

or refuse any offer to advertise in the paper. There are some things we will not promote, as 
a matter of policy. We try to be prudent, though we may occasionally fail. 

Because we want to maintain a certain style and appearance in the Firm Foundation, we 

announce this policy with reference to the setup and layout for advertisements:The Firm 
Foundation retains the privilege of laying out all advertising. The cost for this is $60 for a 
full page, $45 for a half page, $30 for a quarter page, $20 for 3-4 inches, $10 for 1-2 

inches. This is in addition to the cost of the space. Submit your copy set as you would like 

to have it, but please understand that in most instances, the copy will be reset to comply 

with our choice of fonts, and the layout will be adjusted to harmonize with the overall ap

pearance of the paper. In the event of major changes, the customer will be contacted for 

approval. Thank you! 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 
by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural 
approach to a very difficult subject, an 
excellent study on the Holy Spirit and 
his work. Brother Winters shows 
through the scriptures that the Holy 
Spirit indwells and works through 
Christians now indirectly. that is 
through inspired truth, clearly refuting 
the belief of a literal indwelling. 
BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament 
Greatest Questions 

in the New Testament 
by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$9.99 OT- $4.99 NT 
$2.75 s&h one book • $3.00 s&h both books 

Texas residents add 6.25% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms. but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet use 
of his writings. This is also true of study 
books written by qualified people with 
academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, mm1mum cho rge S 10. This section is 
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to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik.com. All 
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Preachers Needed 
Preacher wanted. Congregation just under 200 in 
Rock Hi ll, SC, seeking a minister early next year 
when present man retires. Salary and benefits will 
be negotiated. Fastest growing area in SC, adjacent 
to Charlotte, NC. Five elders and seven deacons. 
Sec detai ls under " Preacher Opening" on our web 
site: www.charlotteavechurchofchrist.org. 

Preacher wanted: The North 2nd Sr. Church of 
Christ in Clarksville, TN is seeking a gospel 
preacher. We will fu lly support rhe work Lord 
will ing. We arc in a growing community rhar is 
home ro Austin Peay Srare University and Fr. 
Campbell Army Post. Send resume ro N. 2nd St. 
Church of Chrisr, Attn: Jason Sage, 782 N. 2nd 
St., Clarksville, TN 37040; jasonsagc@hormail.com 

McPherson chu rch of Christ seeks full-rime pulpit 
min.; married; scriprurally sou nd ; dedicated ro the 
rrurh ; mission minded. Cong. nbour 135 members; 
2 elders; 12 deacons; fu ll-rime yourh minister. 
Cemrnl Kansas; pop. 14,000; consistently ranks in 
"Top 100 Bcsr Small Towns in America." Send 
resume/references to: P.O. Box 222, McPherson, 
KS 67460 or prcachersearch@mcphersoncoc.org 

Seeking a Christian couple to serve on rhe Ship of 
Life in Cambodia. He sho uld be a maintenance 
man fnmil iar with diesel engines, generato rs, 
elccrrical and hydraulic systems; she should be 
willing to help out in the mcdicnl clinic. For 
additional information regarding the Ship, visit our 
website: www.parmersinprogress.org. Send resumes 
and letters of inquiry to Ship of Life, P.O. Box 
13989, Maumelle, AR 72113. 

G. K. Wallace Track 

Differences- Christian Church 
and Church of Christ 

(888) 367-6216 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99Hardback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Preachers Available 
Gospel p reacher avail ab le for pulpit wo rk, 
preferably west of Fort Worth, Texas. Over 40 
yea rs experience with churches of Christ (nor 
liberal) preaching, teaching and writing. Please reply 
ro: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54 134, Hursr, Texas 
76054. 

Minister \Vamcd: The McPherson church of Christ 
is looking for a full-rime pulpit minister, a married 
man who is scripturally sound and dedicated ro 
preaching rhe rrurh. In many ways we arc locarcd 
in a mission field . We supporr several mission 
efforts and arc looking for a man who has a passion 
fo r losr souls. 

Our congregation consists of abour 135 members 
led by rwo elders and served by 12 deacons. We 
ha ve a full-rim e You th Mi niste r a n d have 
maintained a yourh program for many years. Our 
membersh ip has been blessed with unity and shares 
a common love for one another and a love for rhc 
Lord. 

McPherson has a population of around 14,000 
and is locarcd in rhc central parr of Kansas abour 
50 mi les north of Wichita. lr is a beautiful, safe 
community that consistently ranks in rhe "Top 100 
Best Small Towns in America." McPherson Counry 
was recently ranked number 3 in "Bcsr Places to 
Live in America" by Progressive Farmer magazine. 

lnrcrcsred applicants should send a r~sume with 
references ro: prcachcrsearch@mcphcrsoncoc.org; 
Mailing address: P. 0. Box 222, McPherson, KS 
67460 

Jesus 
and the Resurrection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L. McKinley 

An excellent s tudy in the historical 
evidences fo r the res urrection of 
Christ. The book will help equip those 
w ho seek to reach the los t with 
importa nt information concerning the 
foundation of the Christian faith in 
aneasy-to-read format. 1597811939, 
paperback, 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h · Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

For Sale 
Restora tion Reprints, orhcr books at great prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr. , Henderson, TN 38340. \Yic also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an acrive congregation. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Dccarur, GA 30032 (404) 299- 1475. 

Retire to Labelle, Florida, or come fo r vacation. 
Faithful congregation ro worship wirh. Central 
Church of Christ 60 Hendry Srrecr Labelle FL 
33935 telephone 863-675-4796. 30 minurcs from 
Fort Myers FL. Old Florida lifesrylc. 

-If you need a Bible

call 

Firm Foundation 

(888) 367-6216 

Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by Tom Ho lla nd 

Provides ins ights into the nature of 
preaching, informative a nd inspirational 
to men who are beginning pre paration 
for preac hing. Blends a philosophy of 
preaching, practical ins tructions, and 
motivation; helpful, too, fo r o lder 
preache rs who need reminding of the 
m e thod, message and motivation in 
preaching. BKGK02 pback 230 pgs. 
$6.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas reside nts add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
8ver 

trrials 
by l ottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life of Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.99 plus $3.50 s&h (hard cover) 
$7.99 plus $3.50 s&h (soft cover) 
Tcx.1s residents .1dd 6.25% tax 

Firm Founda tion • (888) 367-6216 
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Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, has 
done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
Vol. 1 

30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

by Donald n. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, 
atmospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things generally 
found around a person's house, and are really fun 
to perform. The book is especially useful for Bible 
class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

Vol. 1 $11.99 $3.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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A_(Jide witft % 
A photographic journey 

through Great British Hymns 

written by John H. Parker 

Visit the sites where 25 of the most popular 
hymns were composed. These sites brilliantly 
captured by Internationally-acclaimed Irish 
photographer Paul Seawright and described 
by American writer and literary scholar John 
Parker - are presented here, many for the 
first time. Join us in this photographic journey 
across England and Wales as we highlight the 
places that gave birth to such inspiring and 
unforgettable music. 

Hardcover • 108 pgs. 

$19.99 plus $4.00 S&h 

Free CD with 24 hymns Included 
Texas residents add 6. 25t sales taX 

Fi rm Foundaton • 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Breaking the Seals 
Revelation 6:1-17 

The stage is set for the unfolding of the drama 
of earth and its creatures. 
• The Potentate has been introduced - the 

splendid Anointed One 
• The seven letters of instruction to the 

seven churches have been dispatched 
• The awesome throne of God has been fig

uratively painted in striking hues 
• The Book is in the hand of the Lamb, 1 

who is worthy to break its seven seals 
• The thunderous praise of God for human 

salvation is reverberating through time 
and the universe 

White Horse 

''l\nd I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven 
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures 
saying as with a voice of thunder, Come. And I saw, 
and behold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon 
had a bow; and there was given unto him a crown: 
and he came forth conquering, and to conquer (Rev. 
6:1-2)." 

•The fact rhe book is in the hand of the Lamb reminds us that we are 
dealing with figures and symbols for no one ever saw a li teral lamb with 
a hand capable of ho lding a book. 

The rider on the white horse is Jesus. It would be 
anti-climatic to this horseman to represent Caesar, 
Napoleon, or Hitler. The Godhead features loving 
kindness and mercy, but when the rich gifts of God 
are thrown to the ground and trodden underfoot 
the wrath of God comes into play. The Creator is 
the source of "every good and perfect gift," but he 
is capable of hot anger and total destruction. Ponder 
the flood, destruction of Jerusalem, and the final 
judgment. God prefers to bless, but he will punish, 
which is his strange work (Isa. 28:21) . If punishment 
is his strange work, then rewarding is his natural 
and preferred work, which helps to emphasize the 
benevolence of the All Powerful-Maker. 

In the last age of the world, Jesus will come to 

wage war with Satan, otherwise called the good fight 
of faith (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 4:7) . We are about to 

read a Seer's description of that spiritual war, which 
he gives in prophetic imagery. We meet the white 
horse and its rider again in Revelation 19:1-11 
where the horseman is identified as Christ - the 
"word of God," "King of kings," "Lord of lords. "2 

1We do nor hesitate ro affirm the great power of God unleashed to 
punish unrepentant wickedness (Sec Rev. 1:13; 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:5; 
6: 16; 11 :15; 12:11; 14:1,14. 

(continued 011 page 6) 
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To Our Readers 
Due to the editor's serious and prolonged illness, we 

have fallen behind in our dateline. The quick fix for this 
problem is to make the date of the paper current and skip 
the issues between. We have chosen to do this. So, the 
paper you are holding in your hands is dated January 2010 
and the issues of the paper between April 2009 and De
cember 2009 will not be printed. 

The good news is that all subscriptions will be extend
ed 10 months to compensate for the unpublished issues. 

Our editor suffered with a malignant tumor in hi s 
right maxillary sinus. The surgical operation to remove 
the tumor and rebuild the sinus cavity took fifteen hours. 
For about three months the editor was unable to take care 
of his duties and he worked on a reduced schedule for 
another three months while receiving 30 radiology treat
ments of 30 minutes each. 

In view of the foregoing, the paper fell behind in its 
publication date. We are happy to repo rt that brother 
Dobbs is now much improved and able to work on a better 
timetable. The doctors atM. D. Anderson Cancer Hospital 
in Houston report that the operation was successful and 
that all margins were clean on the removed mass. On a 
grade scale of 1 to 4, this tumor ranked grade 3, so it was 
advanced when first discovered. 

The window of opportunity for surgery was closing 
fast and there was no time to arrange for a substitute editor 
and we had to bear the consequences. On the long term 
there will be no permanent impairment, but there will be a 
period of about another six months of continued recovery. 

Many of you knew of the editor's condition and sup
ported him with your prayers and that is sincerely appreci
ated. Jesus said that if you leave family and property for 
his sake and the gospel, you will r eceive a larger family, 
persecution, restoration, and eternal glory with him (Mark 
10:29-30). 

We are profoundly thankful for our extended spiritu
al family and are grateful for the renewal and energy we 
receive from you. In the household of God, we have broth
ers and sister all over the entire world, many of whose faces 
we will not see until we stand together before the King on 
an evergreen shore, but we are bound together with the 
cords of love and expect to spend eternity praising God. 

The editor's wife, children and grandchildren (all of 
whom are also in our spiritual family) were sacrificial in 
their service and assistance. To all concerned, we salute 
you with a holy kiss. 



Editorial 

Is God Malicious? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

W
e raise this question again because it pops up often 
in the writings of those who are too good to punish 
anyone, anytime, for anything. If God is full of 

malice, then he is not God because he not good. If God refuses 
to punish evil no matter what the provocation, then He is not 
God because the evil He wantonly allows and refuses to punish 
tarnishes his purity. 

If God is infinitely holy and infinitely just, his punishment is 
sure, though long delayed. 

The Old Testament, in its treatment on the use of horses, is 
a vivid example of God's justice and mercy. 

Jehovah knew the people when in possession of their prom
ised land would desire a king and their request would be granted. 
The Lord told the king "not to multiply horses"1 Horses were 
used extensively as instruments of war and God did not want 
his people to have the appearance of being warlike. He wanted 
them to be calm and peaceful. David urged the nation to put 
their trust in God and not in horses. 2 When the pious King 
David kept some horses for peaceful transportation, he had the 
chariot horses hocked so they could not be used for war. 3 

Job gives a lifelike description of horses used in war: 
Hast thou given the horse his might? 
Hast thou clothed his neck with the quivering mane? 
Hast thou made him to leap as a locust? 

)"he glory of his snorting is terrible. 
He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in his strength: 
He goeth out to meet the armed men. 
He mocketh at fear, and is not dismayed; 
Neither turneth he back from the sword. 
The quiver rattleth against him, 
The flashing spear and the javelin. 
He swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage; 
Neither believeth he that it is the voice of the trumpet. 
As oft as the trumpet soundeth he saith, Aha! 
And he smelleth the battle afar off, 
The thunder of the captains, and the shouting. "4 

When Absalom led his revolt against his own father, he was 

1 Deut. 17:1 
2 Ps. 20:7 
3 2 Sam. 8:4 
4 Job 39:19-25 
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swept from the back of his mount and his head was 
caught in the branch of a great oak tree. He dangled 
there helpless until Joab killed him. Absalom was 
no t on a horse, but a mule.5 The devout David 
knew the law and kept it scrupulously and his sons 
rode mules6 

Jehovah did not want his people to keep war
horses because he himself is gentle and kind and 
is not given to brutality and force, and he wanted 
the nation that was called by his name to be 
nonaggress1 ve. 

Still, Jehovah commissioned war when Joshua 
led the Jews in a successful conquest of Canaan. 
God waited, patiently waited, until the " iniquity of 
the Amorite was full" before he ordered their de
struction and gave the land to his chosen people.7 

The world was not destroyed by an inescapable 
universal flood until "Jehovah saw that the wicked
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. And it repented Jehovah that he 
had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at 
his heart. "8 

Jehovah is longsuffering and filled with loving
kindness and does not act to destroy until there is 
no alternative. When that time comes the Lord acts 
with irrepressible divine energy and his sentence 
against an evil work is executed. 

The perfect balance between the holiness, 
justice, and mercy of God requires that everything 
that offends his holiness be brought to account 
and, if his kind offer of forgiveness based on con
fession and repentance, is rebuffed, punished. That 
is as much in the character and nature of God as is 
grace. 

God wants his people to be like him. He does 
not expect his children to go about with a bellig
erent attitude and ceaselessly looking for a fight, 
but neither does he want his beloved children to be 
namby-pamby. 

Jesus was not weak, insipid, and indecisive. 
His strong rebuke of the hypocrites of his day in 
Matthew chapter twenty-three indicates how sin
cerely he hated every false way and offered no 
excuse for ungodliness. He is called the "Lion that 
is of the tribe of Judah." 

5 2Sam.18:9 
6 2 Sam. 13:29 
7 Gen 15:16 
• Gen. 6:5-6 
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The Son of God could not have endured 
the rigors of the cross if he were feeble. Jesus is 
capable of matchless love and tender compassion, 
but he is also capable of intense wrath and terrible 
punishment. 

When Jesus made his triumphant entry into Je
rusalem he was riding upon a "colt and upon the 
foal of an ass." This was done to demonstrate his 
meekness.9 

On the other hand, when "he comes again, in 
glory by and by," he will be riding upon a magnifi
cent white warhorse, for then he comes to "judge 
and make war". 10 

The circumstances are different and so is his 
demeanor. He came the first time as the great phy
sician ready to heal. He comes the second time as 
the Master of all, wielding the sword of justice and 
retribution. 

He will pay the ungodly in the coin they have 
earned. 

The apostle Paul was capable of rebuking wick
edness in strong language: 11 

9Acts 13:9-1 2 
10 Rev. 19:11 
11 Marr. 21:5 
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But Saul , who is also called Paul , fill ed 
with the Holy Spirit, fas te ned his eyes o n 
him , and sa id, 0 full of a ll gui le and a ll 
villany, thou son of the devi l, thou enemy 
of all righteousness, wilt thou no t cease to 
perve rt th e r ight ways of the Lord? And 
now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 
thee, and thou shalt be blind , not seeing the 
sun for a season. And immedi ate ly th ere 
fe ll on him a mist and a darkness; and he 
went about seeking some ro lead him by 
the hand . T hen the proconsu l, when he 
saw what was done, believed, bei ng aston
ished at the reaching of the Lord. 12 

The love of God o ffe rs great blessing and his 
mercy weighs heavi ly in our favor because his 
strong preference is to restore. The day will come 
when the ungodly and thoughtless of the ea rth, who 
have seriously abused his goodness, wi ll leave hi m 
no choice bur to execute his justice. 

Happy are we to live in a time of mercy and for
giveness and nor in the day of divine justice. 

Knowi ng the refore the fea r of the Lord, 
we persuade men, bur we are made mani
fest unto God; a nd 1 hope th at we are 
made manifest also in you r consciences. 

We arc no t again commending ourselves 
unto you, but speak as giving you occasion 
of glo rying on our behalf, that yc may have 
w he rewith to a nswer th em that g lo ry in 
appearance, and not in heart. 

For whether we a re beside ourselves, it 
is unto God; o r w hether we a rc of sober 
mind, it is unto you. 

For th e love of C hrist constraineth us; 
because we rhus judge, that one died for 
all , therefore all d ied; 

a nd he died for a ll , that they th at li ve 
should no longer live unto themselves, bur 
unto him who for their sakes died and rose 
again. 

Wherefore we he nceforth know no 
man after the flesh: even though we have 
known C hrist afte r th e flesh, ye t now we 
know him so no more. 

Wherefore if a ny ma n is in C hrist, he is 
a new creature : the o ld things are passed 
away; behold, they a re become new. 

Bur a ll things a re o f God , who recon
ci led us to him self through C hrist , and 

12 Acts 13:9- 12 

gave unto us the ministry of reconcil iatio n; 

ro wit, that God was in C hrist reconciling 
the world unto himself, not reckoning unro 
the m the ir trespasses, and having commit
ted unto us the word of reconciliation. 

\Xfe are ambassadors therefore on be half 
of C hrist, as though God were entreating 
by us: we beseech you on beha lf of Christ, 
be ye reconciled to God. 

H im who knew no sin he made to be sin 
on our behal f; that we might become the 
righteousness of God in him. "IJ 

T he quality o f mercy is not strained, it 
dro ppcth as the gentle rain fro m heaven 
upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: it 
blesserh hi m that gives and him that rakes. 
It becomes the th ro ned mona rch better 
than his crown. His scepter doth show the 
fo rce of temporal power, wherein do th sit 
the fear and dread o f kings. But mercy is 
above this sceptered sway, it is enthroned 
in the heart o f kings, it is an attribute to 
God himself. And earth power doth then 
show likest God's when me rcy seasons 
justice. Th erefore Jew, though justice be 
thy plea, consider this: that in the course 
of justice none of us sho uld sec salvation. 
We do pray for mercy, and this same prayer 
do th reach us all to render th e deeds of 
mercy (Shakespeare's com ments on the 
nature of mercy).'~ 

11 2 Cor. 5: I 1-2 1 
14 Shakespeare: - Merchant of Venice P.O. Box 690192 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

Jesus fights a fierce age-long battle with Satan 
and at the last overcomes and throws the Devil and 
his imps into a lake of fire and brimstone (sulphur). 
The rider of the white horse engages Satan in a 
mighty spiritual war and it ends when this same 
rider comes back to earth in an ultimate conquest 
and irrepressible victory. 

White, in Bible symbols, is the purity that 
springs from righteousness (careful obedience to the 
Heavenly Father's word). It is the emblem of purity 
and is associated with things holy and heavenly ... 
white garments, white cloud, white throne, and 
white stone. 

The heavenly advocate of unwavering respect 
for the integrity of God's eternal word, who has 
shown us how to trust and obey, is the unique Son 
of God. There is none other (Acts 4: 12). He is the 
eldest son and therefore one of a kind, seeing there 
can be only one eldest son. 

This signifies the beginning of the "good fight 
of faith." The author of these words describes the 
war in graphic language because it is horrific. It is 
"not of this world" Oohn 18:36), but is dreadful. 

Red Horse 

"And when he opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, Come. And another 
horse came forth, a red horse: and to him that sat 
thereon it was given to take peace from the earth, 
and that they should slay one another and there was 
given unto him a great sword" (Rev. 6:3-4).3 

3The word translated "slay" is found only in the writings of John and 
refers only to the slaughter of Jesus and his disciples. Thayer says it means 
"put to death by violence." See 1 John 3:12; Rev 5:6, 9, 12; 6:4, 9; 133. 

6 
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The worthy Lamb breaks the second seal and 
a red horse and its rider appear. The drama deeply 
stirs the imagination. This horse is "red," that is "fiery" 
in color. A horse that appears to be made of fire. Red is 
the color of blood. The rider is given a "great sword" and 
with it he took "peace from the earth." 

This rider must be Satan who seeks a conflict with 
"the word of God" who is astride the beautiful white 
horse. This strikes a note that confirm the unseen 
battle for the hearts of people is now underway. 

It is unthinkable that humans will torture and 
kill their fellow humans. The news of the day is full 
of accounts of people killed randomly and viciously. 
We wonder what could possess the mind of a man 
to enable him to be capable of such savagery. The 
raw brutality reported in the daily news staggers the 
imagination of right thinking people. 

Some stupendous evil must enter the soul and 
grip the mind to enable this outlandish wicked
ness. The blood of the unsuspecting and the inno
cent requires the conclusion that an unseen morally 
reprehensible influence must drive the malicious 
murderer. 

This is the Devil's part in the spiritual contest 
between the good and the bad. The rider of the 
white horse with his peaceful agenda stirs the rider 
of the fiery horse to action. Wherever good appears, 
evil soon follows. The great sword is the emblem of 
the carnage of this hateful war. People of the earth 
butcher one another because they have allowed 
themselves to be the slaves of wickedness. 

The red horseman always follows the white 
horseman (Matt. 5:10-11; Luke 21: 12; Acts 4:1; 
5:17). 

The war is on ... it is the "good fight of faith" 
and deals primarily with the spirit, however its fruit 
may be seen in the physical world. "A tree is known 
by its fruit." 

Black Horse 

~~nd when he opened the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature saying, Come. And I saw, and behold, 
a black horse; and he that sat thereon had a balance 
in his hand. And I heard as it were a voice in the 

8;18.24; rehgtous persecution IS md1cated, not warm general. 



midst of the four living creatures saying, A measure 
of wheat for a shilling, and three measures of barley 
for a shilling; and the oil and the wine hurt thou 
not" (Rev. 6:5-6). 

Black is often typical of woe and mourning 
and fear. It does not portend a specific sorrow, but 
grief and misery generally. The rider of the black 
horse produces the fruit of heavy taxation, tyranny, 
famine, and pestilence. 

The constant battle between the army of the 
Lord and the army of Satan produces heaped up 
grief for the citizens of earth. The rider of the black 
horse represents this deep and poignant distress. It 
is the "thousand ills to which flesh is heir." 

"In the world ye have tribulation" Oohn 16:33) 
... "the world hateth you" (John 15:19-25) ... 
"through many tribulations we must enter into the 
kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22) ... "we are killed all 
the day long; We were accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter" (Rom. 8:36) ... that would live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3: 12). 

"Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour, whom withstand stedfast in your faith, 
knowing that the same sufferings are accomplished 
in your brethren who are in the world" (1 Pet. 
5:8-9). 

The rider of the black horse has a scale in his 
hand and a voice is heard proclaiming scarcity. Food 
is rare and expensive. Many places in the world 
suffer starvation. 

The rider of the black horse is not to "hurt the 
oil and the wine." Wine symbolizes, joy and oil rep
resents healing, in the scriptures. The goodness and 
loving-kindness of God preserves for us the saving 
gospel, which is the means of redemptive grace. 

Pale Horse 

''And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature saying, Come. And 
I saw, and behold, a pale horse: and he that sat upon 
him, his name was Death; and Hades followed with 
him. And there was given unto them authority over 
the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with famine, and with death, and by the wild beasts 
of the earth" (Rev. 6:7-8). 

The word translated "pale" can mean "ghostly." 
It also means "livid," or "greenish," or "putrid." 
The rider on the pale horse is identified as "Death," 
who is followed by "hades." When death has done 

its work, the human bodies are gathered into the 
unseen world where the good and the evil await the 
resurrection. 

About a fourth of the earth's population is at 
the door of death ready to be harvested at any time. 
This is due to age, disease, violence, war, famine, 
beasts, and pestilence. It is also due to the work of 
Satan as he sits astride his fiery horse. Those who 
have lived for Christ have nothing to fear and are 
content as they await the inevitable appointment. 4 

God does not appoint the moment or manner of 
anyone's death. He is not a respecter of persons 
(Acts 10:34). Death may be caused by nature, folly, 
or the "fallout of life," but never by direct, divine 
decree. If God fixes the when and how of anyone's 
death, he would be preferential. God is not arbi
trary or capricious, but is fair and just. 

Paul called death "the last enemy" (1 Cor. 
15 :26) and assures us that Jesus has overcome 
death. "The sting of death is sin; and the power of 
sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not vain in the Lord." 

Death is the work of the Evil One and Jesus 
fights a spiritual battle against our "ancient foe who 
seeks to work us woe" and deprives him of this last 
enemy. 

Jesus overcame death. 

"Heb. 9:27: And inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
and after this cometh judgment. 
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Souls Underneath the Altar 
"And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw under
neath the altar the souls of them that had been slain 
for the word of God, and for the testimony which 
they held: and they cried with a great voice, saying, 
How long, 0 Master, the holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell 
on the earth? And there was given them to each one 
a white robe; and it was said unto them, that they 
should rest yet for a little time, until their fellow
servants also and their brethren, who should be 
killed even as they were, should have fulfilled their 
course''(Rev. 6:9-11). 

It is hard to think that people would kill because 
they do not like the "word of God." Men and women 
die because of "the testimony which they held." 

The word of God seeks no harm to anyone, but 
seeks only to do good. Jesus, we are told, "went 
about doing good and healing all that were op
pressed of the Devil" (Acts 10:38). Black-hearted 
men nailed him to a tree for his kindness and brutal
ly mistreated him. His suffering was so intense the 
word "excruciate" was coined to describe the pain. 

Satan then led his demons to continue the 
slaughter by killing people whose only crime was 
believing Jesus is the Christ of Jehovah and the 
Savior of the world. These innocent souls now 
writhe beneath the altar and cry out for justice -
not vengeance but justice. 

John saw an altar of burnt offering and the souls 
of martyrs crying, "How long, 0 Lord, how long?" 
God knows the proper time to end this carnage. He 
sees with an equal eye and can measure the moment 
when the iniquity of the word is so prevailing that 
its evil is irreversible. When the world crosses the 
point of no return, is the "day that God has ap
pointed to judge the world in righteousness, by 
the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead." 

The sainted dead from beneath the altar 
wonder at the patience of him who is not willing 
that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance." 

The altar of burnt offering was where sacrifice 
was made and the blood was splashed on both sides 
of the altar. The saints who died for the word of 
God had their blood figuratively sloshed on the 
altar, which is a graphic portrayal of the death so 
many have suffered because they would not allow 
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their love of God to grow weak. 
Each received a white robe, indicating inno

cence, and they were told to "rest yet for a little 
time." Others will be added to their number. Old 
Testament heroes waited for New Testament saints 
(He b. 11 :40). The day of final judgment looms and 
the last trumpet will one day sound. "Be ye ready, 
for in a day that they think not, the son of man 
cometh." 

This section ends with a description of the last 
judgment. It is forceful and convincing, and com
pliments what has just been said about the fight 
between truth and falsehood. 

Briefly, some events of that great day are: 
+ mighty earthquake 
+sun turns black 
+ moon became as blood 
+ stars removed 
+ mountains and islands removed out of their 

places 
The reaction on earth is fear and helpless

ness. The people run, but have nowhere to go. 
All classes are caught up in the horror of that day. 
"Death lays his icy hands on kings." The inspired 
message, coming from the throne of God, cannot be 
enhanced and we shrink from touching it lest our 
fingermarks might stain its poignant warning. So, 
we lay it out for you in its untouched form. Read it 
slowly and taste each word. 

Final Judgment 

~1\nd I saw when he opened the sixth seal, and there 
was a great earthquake; and the sun became black 
as sackcloth of hair, and the whole moon became 
as blood; and the stars of the heaven fell unto the 
earth, as a fig tree casteth her unripe figs when she is 
shaken of a great wind. And the heaven was removed 
as a scroll when it is rolled up; and every moun
tain and island were moved out of their places. And 
the kings of the earth, and the princes, and the chief 
captains, and the rich, and the strong, and every 
bondman and freeman, hid themselves in the caves 
and in the rocks of the mountains; and they say to 
the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day 
of their wrath is come; and who is able to stand?" 
(Rev. 6:12-17) P.O. Box690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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(Believe it or not, some variation of the Wellhausen hypothesis is being taught in many (not all but most) of 
the institutions of higher learning managed and administered by our brethren. This study is much longer than 
what we usually print, but the issue is serious and for those who have the interest to read through this piece 
it will yield valuable information.) 

Who Wrote the First Five Books of the Bible? 
This item is available on the Apologetics Press Web site at: http://www.apologeticspress.org/articles/13. 

It was originally published in Reason & Revelation, 23 [ 1]: 1-7 

Mosaic Authorship 
of the Pentateuch - Tried and True 

by Eric Lyons, M.Min. and A.R StaB 

The Documentary Hypotheses 

T he idea that Moses did not write the Pen- that identifies the E, or Elohist, document, purport-
tateuch actually has been around for more edly written around 750 B.C. The D, or Deuterono-
than a millennium. However, until the mid- mist, document contained most of the book of Deu-

seventeenth century, the vast majority of people still teronomy and was supposed to have been written 
maintained that Moses was its author. It was in the around 620 B.C. The last section to be written was 
mid-1600s that the Dutch philosopher Benedict the P, or Priestly, document, which would have con-
Spinoza began to seriously question this widely held tained most of the priestly laws, and allegedly was 
belief (Green, 1978, p. 47; Dillard and Longman, written around 500 B.C. We are told these docu-
1994, p. 40). French physician Jean Astruc de- ments were then redacted (edited) into one work 
veloped the original Documentary Hypothesis in about 300 years later in 200 B.C. (Morris, 1976, p. 
1753, and it went through many different altera- 23; McDowell, 1999, p. 406). 
tions until Karl Graf revised the initial hypothesis It is becoming increasingly popular to believe 
in the mid-nineteenth century. Julius Wellhausen this theory. For example, not long ago we at Apolo-
then restated Graf's Documentary Hypothesis and getics Press received an e-mail "informing" us that 
brought it to light in European and American schol- "the documentary theory is accepted by almost all 
arly circles (see McDowell, 1999, pp. 404-406). It scholarly interpreters." Numerous commentar-
thus has become known to many as the Graf-Well- ies, religious journals, and Web sites consistently 
hausen Hypothesis. promote it. And many professors who teach reli-

Since the "Period of Enlightenment," the Graf- gious courses espouse it. Undoubtedly, it is cham-
Wellhausen explanation of the origin of the Pen- pion among the topics discussed in classes on a criti-
tateuch has been thrust consistently into the faces cal introduction to the Bible. In most "scholarly" 
of Christians. Liberal scholars teach that the Pen- circles, if one does not hold to the Documentary 
tateuch was compiled from four original "source Hypothesis (or at least some form of it), he is con-
documents"-designated as J, E, D, and P. These sidered fanatical and uneducated. In his book, The 
four documents supposedly were written at differ- Darwin Wars, Andrew Brown mentioned an inter-
ent times by different authors, and eventually were view he had with the rabbi Jonathan Sacks, in which 
compiled into the Pentateuch by a redactor (editor). Dr. Sacks defended the proposition that Moses 
The J, or Jehovahist, document (usually known as wrote (or dictated) the first five books of the Bible. 
the Yahwehist document) supposedly was written Brown's response was: "That is the most shocking 
around 850 B.C., and was characterized by its use of thing I have ever heard an intellectual say" (1999, 
the divine name Yahweh. Elohim is the divine name p. 167). 
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Why are people today having such a difficult 
time believing that Moses wrote the Pentateuch? 
Likely, the principal reason is because students are 
bombarded with adamant "assurance" statements 
like the following: 

"One of the certain results of modern Bible 
study has been the discovery that the first five books 
of the Old Testament were not written by Moses" 
(Gottwald, 1959, p. 103). 

"It is obvious that the Book of Genesis was 
not written by a single author" (Rendtorff, 1998, 
14[1]:44). 

"The most determined biblicist can see that 
there is no way Moses could have written the 
Torah" (McKinsey, 1995, p. 366). 

Statements such as these have made their way 
into thousands of classrooms. Sadly, before hearing 
skeptics and liberal scholars present their ineffec
tual arguments for such beliefs, students frequently 
become so spellbound by the "intellectual" fa~ade 
and bold affirmations of certainty that they rarely 
even consider the evidence at hand. 

Moses and the Art of Writing 

Amazingly, one of the first assumptions upon which 
this theory rests was disproved long ago. From the 
earliest period of the development of the Documen
tary Hypothesis, it was assumed that Moses lived in 
an age prior to the knowledge of writing. One of 
the "founding fathers" of this theory, Julius Well
hausen, was convinced that "[a]ncient Israel was 
certainly not without God-given bases for ordering 
of human life; only they were not fixed in writing" 
(1885, p. 393). Just thirteen years later, Hermann 
Schultz declared: "Of the legendary character of the 
pre-Mosaic narrators, the time of which they treat 
is a sufficient proof. It was a time prior to all knowl
edge of writing" (1898, pp. 25-26). One year later, 
T.K. Cheyne's Encyclopedia Biblica was published, 
in which he contended that the Pentateuch was not 
written until almost a thousand years after Moses 
(1899, 2:2055). These suppositions most certainly 
had an impact on these men's belief in (and pro
motion of) the theory that Moses could not pos
sibly have written the first five books of the Old 
Testament. 

One major problem with the Documentary Hy
pothesis is that we now know Moses did not live 
"prior to all knowledge of writing." In fact, he lived 
long after the art of writing was already known. A 
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veritable plethora of archaeological discoveries has 
proven one of the earliest assumptions of the Well
hausen theory to be wrong. 

1. In 1949, C.F.A. Schaeffer "found a tablet 
at Ras Shamra containing the thirty letters of the 
Ugaritic alphabet in their proper order. It was dis
covered that the sequence of the Ugaritic alphabet 
was the same as modern Hebrew, revealing that the 
Hebrew alphabet goes back at least 3,500 years" 
Oackson, 1982, p. 32). 

2. In 1933, J.L. Starkey, who had studied under 
famed archaeologist W.M.F. Petrie, excavated the 
city of Lachish, which had figured prominently in 
Joshua's conquest of Canaan Ooshua 10). Among 
other things, he unearthed a pottery water pitcher 
"inscribed with a dedication in eleven archaic 
letters, the earliest 'Hebrew' inscription known" 
(Wiseman, 1974, p. 705). According to Charles 
Pfeiffer, 

The Old, or palaeo-Hebrew script is the form 
of writing which is similar to that used by the Phoe
nicians. A royal inscription of King Shaphatball of 
Gebal (Byblos) in this alphabet dates from about 
1600 B.C. (1966, p. 33). 

3. In 1901-1902, the Code of Hammurabi was 
discovered at the ancient site of Susa (in what is now 
Iran) by a French archaeological expedition under 
the direction of Jacques de Morgan. It was written 
on a piece of black diorite nearly eight feet high, 
and contained 282 sections. In their book, Archae
ology and Bible History, Joseph Free and Howard 
Vos stated: 

The Code of Hammurabi was written several 
hundred years before the time of Moses (c. 1500-
1400 B.C.) .... This code, from the period 2000-
1700 B.C., contains advanced laws similar to those 
in the Mosaic laws .... In view of this archaeological 
evidence, the destructive critic can no longer insist 
that the laws of Moses are too advanced for his time 
(1992, pp. 103,55). 

The Code of Hammurabi established beyond 
doubt that writing was known hundreds of years 
before Moses. 

The truth is, numerous archaeological discov
eries of the past 100 years have proven once and 
for all that the art of writing was known not only 
during Moses' day, but also long before Moses came 
on the scene. Although skeptics, liberal theologians, 
and certain college professors continue to perpetu
ate the Documentary Hypothesis, they should be 



informed (or reminded) of the fact that one of the 
foundational assumptions upon which the theory 
rests has been completely shattered by archeological 
evidence. 

Evidence for the Documentary Hypotheses - Refuted 

Many of the questions surrounding this theory 
were answered years ago by the respected scholar 
J.W. McGarvey. His book, The Authorship of Deu
teronomy, (first published in 1902) silenced many 
supporters of the Documentary Hypothesis. Critics 
simply could not overcome his ability to detect and 
expose the many perversions of their teachings. 
Over the last century, however, various critics even
tually regained their confidence and began citing 
even more "evidence" for their theory. One cate
gory of "proof" frequently mentioned by skeptics 
and liberal scholars is that of chronological lapses 
(also called anachronisms). Allegedly, numerous 
references found in the Pentateuch are said to be 
of a later time; hence, it is impossible for them to 
be Mosaic. According to Israel Finkelstein and Neil 
Silberman in their extremely popular book on ar
chaeology and the Bible, The Bible Unearthed, "ar
chaeology has provided enough evidence to support 
a new contention that the historical core of the Pen
tateuch ... was substantially shaped in the seventh 
century BCE" (2001, p. 14; BCE stands for Before 
the Common Era) - about 800 years after Moses 
lived. Two years earlier, Stephen Van Eck wrote in 
the Skeptical Review: "[T]he best evidence against 
the Mosaic authorship is contained in the Penta
teuch itself," which "contains anachronistic refer
ences impossible to be the work of Moses" (1999, 
p. 2). Thus, allegedly, "at the very least, we can con
clude that many elements in the patriarchal narra
tives are unhistorical" (Tobin, 2000). 

Just what are these "anachronistic references" 
that are "impossible to be the work of Moses"? And 
are there reasonable explanations for them being in 
the Pentateuch? What can be said about the alleged 
chronological lapses that have led many to believe 
the stories of the Bible are unhistorical? 

No King in Israel - Yet 

For most people, the 36t" chapter of Genesis is "un
familiar territory." It is known more for being the 
chapter after Genesis 35 (in which details are given 
about Jacob's name being changed to Israel) and 
before chapter 37 (where one reads about joseph's 

brothers selling him into slavery). Nowhere does 
Genesis 36 record the names of such patriarchs as 
Abraham, Isaac, or joseph. (And Jacob is mentioned 
just once.) Nor are there any memorable stories 
from this portion of Genesis - of the kind that 
we learned in our youth. Perhaps the least-studied 
chapter in the first book of the Bible is Genesis 36 
- the genealogy of Esau. 

Surprisingly, to some, this often-overlooked 
chapter contains one of the more controversial 
phrases in the book. Genesis 36:31 states: "And 
these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, 
before there reigned any king over the children of 
Israel." According to skeptics and liberal theolo
gians, the notation "before there reigned any king 
over the children of Israel" points to the days of the 
monarchs. Dennis McKinsey declared in his book, 
Biblical Errancy: 

This passage could only have been written 
after the first king began to reign ... .It had 
to have been written after Saul became 
king, while Moses, the alleged author, 
lived long before Saul (2000, p. 521). 

Paul Tobin also indicated that this portion of 
the Bible "must therefore have been written, at the 
very earliest, after the first Jewish King, Saul, began 
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ro rule over the Israelites which was aro und three 
cenruries after the death of Moses" (2000). Tobin 
went on ro ask (a questi on he feels cannot possibly 
be an wered) : "Now how could Moses have known 
that there wou ld be kings that re igned over the 
I raelites?" 

There are two logica l reasons why Moses could 
mention future Israelite kingship. First, Moses knew 
about the explicit promises God had made both to 
Abra ham and Jacob concerning the futu re kings of 
Israe l. O n o ne occasion, God informed Abraham 
and Sara h that many kings would be among thei r 
poster ity. He p romised Abraham say ing, "And 1 
wi ll bless her [Sarah - EL], and moreover I wi ll 
give thee a son of her: yea, I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall 
be of her" (Gen. 17:16). Years later (and just one 
chapter before the verse in question), when God 
appeared ro Jacob at Bethel and changed his name 
ro Israel, H e sa id: " I am God AJmighry: be fruitfu l 
and multipl y; a nation and a company of nations 
shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy 
lo ins" (Ge n.35: 11). The fact that Genesis 36:31 
reads, "And these are the kings that reigned in the 
land of Edom, befo re there reigned any king ove r 
the chi ldre n of Israe l," does not mean this account 
must have been written by someone who lived after 
rhe monarchy was introduced ro Israel. Rather, this 
staremenr was written with the promise in mind 
rhar various kings wo uld come out of the lo ins of 
Abraham and Jacob, and merely conveys the notion 
that Edom became a kingdom at an earlier rime than 
Israel. Keil and Delitzsch remarked: "Such a thought 
was by no means inappropriate to the Mosaic age. 
For the idea, that Israel was destined ro grow into 
a kingdom with mo narc hs of his Uacob's- EL] 
own fami ly, was a hope handed down to rhe age of 
Moses, which rhe long residence in Egypt was wel l 
adapted ro foster" (1996). Furthermore, the place
ment of th is parenthetical clause ("before any ki ng 
re igned ove r the child ren of Israe l") in 36:31 was 
exceedingly natura l on the parr of the sacred his
ro ri an, who, having bur a few verses before (Gen 
35 : J 1) put on reco rd the divine pro mise to Jacob 
that "kings should come our of his loins," was led ro 
remark [discuss - EL] the national prosperity and 
rega l establishment of the Edomites long before the 
o rgan ization of a similar order of th ings in Israe l. 
He could nor help indulging such a reflection, when 
he contrasted the posterity of Esau with those of 

12 January 20 I 0 
Firm Foundation 

Jacob from the standpoint of the prom1se (Gen 
25:23) Oamieson, et al., 1 997] . 

A second reason Moses is justified in having 
knowledge of Israeli te kingship before it was known 
experi enriaJiy is because Moses was inspired Uohn 
5 :46; Mark 12:26; cf. Exod. 20: 1; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 
2 Peter 1:20-21). For someone ro say that the author 
of Genesis could not have been Moses, because the 
author spoke generall y of Israelite kings prior ro 
their existence, to tall y ignores the fact tha t Moses 
received special revelation from H eaven. Nowhere 
is this seen more clearly than in the passage found 
in Deuteronomy 17:14-15. Here, Moses propheti
cally stated: 

When thou arr come unro the land wh ich 
Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and sha lt 
possess it, and s halt dwell t herein, a nd 
shalt say, " I will set a king over me, like all 
the nations that are round about me;" thou 
shalt surely set him king over thee, whom 
Jehovah thy God sha ll choose: o ne from 
among thy brethren shalt thou set king 
over rhee; thou maycst nor pur a foreigner 
over thee, who is not thy brother. 

Under normal circumstances, such fo reknowl
edge would be impossible. One must kee p in mind, 
however, that "with God all things are possible" 
(Matthew 19:26)- and God was with Moses (cf. 
Exodus 3:12; 6 :2; 25 :22) . 

Were the Christian to claim that Moses wrote 
Genesis without being insp ired or without having 
knowledge of the earlier promises made to Abraham 
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and Jacob about the future kingship of Israel, the 
critic would be correct in concluding that Genesis 
36:31 is anachronistic. But, the truth is, a Chris
tian's faith is based on the evidences which prove 
that the Bible writers possessed access to supernatu
ral revelation. Thus, Moses' superior knowledge is 
not a problem. Rather, it is to be expected. 

Camels Bearing a Heavy Load 

Arguably, the most widely alleged anachronisms 
used in support of the idea that Moses could not 
have written the first five books of the Bible are the 
accounts of the early patriarchs possessing camels. 
The word "camel(s)" appears twenty-three times 
in twenty-one verses in the book of Genesis. The 
first book of the Bible declares that camels existed 
in Egypt during the time of Abraham (12:14-17), in 
Palestine in the days Isaac (24:63), in PadanAram 
while Jacob was employed by Laban (30:43), and 
were owned by the Midianites during the time when 
Joseph was sold into Egyptian slavery (37:25,36). 
Make no mistake about it- the book of beginnings 
clearly teaches that camels had been domesticated 
since at least the time of Abraham. 

According to skeptics, and a growing number 
of "biblical scholars," however, the fact that Moses 
wrote about camels being domesticated in the time 
of Abraham directly contradicts the archaeological 
evidence. Over one hundred years ago, T.K. Cheyne 
wrote: "The assertion that the ancient Egyptians 
knew of the camel is unfounded" (1899, 1:634). 
In Norman Gottwald's defense of the Documen
tary Hypothesis, he cited the mention of camels 
in Genesis as one of the main "indications that the 
standpoint of the writer was later than the age of 
Moses" (1959, p. 104). More recently, Finkelstein 
and Silberman confidently asserted: 

We now know through archaeological re
search that camels were not domesticated 
as beasts of burden earlier than the late 
second millennium and were not widely 
used in that capacity in the ancient Near 
East until well after 1000 BCE (2001, p. 
3). 

By way of summary, then, what the Bible be
liever has been told is: "[T]ame camels were simply 
unknown during Abraham's time" (Tobin, 2000). 

While these claims have been made repeat
edly over the last century, the truth of the matter 
is that skeptics and liberal theologians are unable 

to cite one piece of solid archaeological evidence 
in support of their claims. As Randall Younker of 
Andrews University stated in March 2000 while 
delivering a speech in the Dominican Republic: 
"Clearly, scholars who have denied the presence of 
domesticated camels in the 2nd millennium BC have 
been committing the fallacy of arguing from silence. 
This approach should not be allowed to cast doubt 
upon the veracity of any historical document, let 
alone Scripture" (2000). The burden of proof actu
ally should be upon skeptics to show that camels 
were not domesticated until well after the time of 
the patriarchs. Instead, they assure their listeners of 
the camel's absence in Abraham's day - without 
one shred of archaeological evidence. [Remember, 
for many years they also argued that writing was 
unknown during the time of Moses - a conclusion 
based entirely on "silence." Now, however, they 
have recanted that idea, because evidence has been 
found to the contrary.] 

What makes their claims even more disturb
ing is that several pieces of evidence do exist (and 
have existed for some time) that prove camels were 
domesticated during (and even before) the time of 
Abraham {approximately 2,000 B.C.). In an article 
that appeared in the Journal of Near Eastern Studies 
a half-century ago, professor Joseph Free listed 
several instances of Egyptian archaeological finds 
supporting the domestication of camels. [NOTE: 
The dates given for the Egyptian dynasties are from 
Clayton, 2001, pp. 14-68]. The earliest evidence 
comes from a pottery camel's head and a terra cotta 
tablet with men riding on and leading camels. Ac
cording to Free, these are both from predynastic 
Egypt (1944, pp. 189-190), which according to 
Clayton is roughly before 3150 B.C. Free also lists 
three clay camel heads and a limestone vessel in the 
form of a camel lying down - all dated during the 
First Dynasty of Egypt (3050-2890 B.C.). He then 
mentions several models of camels from the Fourth 
Dynasty (2613-2498 B.C.), and a petroglyph depict
ing a camel and a man dated at the Sixth Dynasty 
(2345-2184 B.C.). Such evidence has led one re
spected Egyptologist to conclude that "the extant 
evidence clearly indicates that the domestic camel 
was known [in Egypt- EL] by 3,000 B.C." -long 
before Abraham's time (Kitchen, 1980, 1 :228). 

Perhaps the most convincing find in support of 
the early domestication of camels in Egypt is a rope 
made of camel's hair found in the Fayum (an oasis 
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area southwest of modern-day Cairo). The two
strand twist of hair, measuring a littl e over three 
feet long, was found in the late 1920s, and was sent 
to the Natu ral History Museum where it was ana
lyzed and compared to the hair of several different 
animals. After extensive testing, it was determined 
to be camel hair, dated (by analyzing the layer in 
which it was found) to the Third or Fourth Egyp
tian Dynasty (2686-2498 B.C.) . In his article, Free 
also li sted several other discoveries from around 
2,000 B. C. and later, each of which showed camels 
as domestic animals (1944, pp. 189-190). 

While prolific in Egypt, finds rclatjng to the do
mestication of camels arc not limited to the African 
continent. In hi s book, Ancient Ori enr and rhe Old 
Testament, Kenneth Kirche n, professor emeri tus 
ar rhe Un ive rsity of Liverpool, reported several 
discoveries made outside of Egypt, proving tha t 
ancient camel domestication ex isted around 2,000 
B.C. Lexical lists from Mesopotamia have been un
covered that show a knowledge of domest icated 
camels as far back as rhat rime. Camel bones have 
been found in househc-ld ruins at Mari in present
day Syr ia that fossi lologists be lieve are also at least 
4,000 years o ld. Furth ermore, a Sumerian text 
from the time of Abraham has been discovered in 
rhe ancicnr ciry of ippur (located in whar is now 
sourheastern lraq) that clearly implies the domes
tication of camels by irs allusions to camels' milk 
(Kitchen, J 966, p. 79). 

All of these documenred finds support the do
mestication of camels in Egypt many yea rs before 
the time of Abraham. Yet, as Younker so we ll stared, 
skeptics refuse to acknowledge any of th is evidence. 

It is interesting to note how, once an idea gets 
inro the literatu re, it can become entrenched in 
conventional scholarly thi nking. 1 remember doing 
research on the ancient site of Hama in Syria. As 
L was reading through the excavation reports (pub
lished in French), I came across a reference to a fig
urine from the 2.,. millennium which the excavator 
thought must be a horse, but the strange hump in 
the middle of its back made one think of a camel. I 
looked at the photograph and the figu rine was obvi
ous!)' rhar of a camel! The scholar was so influenced 
by the idea that camels were not used until the r 
millennium, that when he fo und a figurine of one in 
the second millennium, he felt compelled to call it a 
horse! This is a classic example of ci rcular reasoning 
(2000, parenthetical comment in orig.) . 
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Finds relating tO rhe domestication of camels 
are not as prevalenr in the second millennium B.C. 
as they are in the first millennium. This does nor 
make the skeptics' case any stronger, however. Just 
because camels were not as wide ly used during 
Abraham's time as they were later, does not mean 
that they were entire ly undo mestica ted. As Free 
commented: 

Many who have rejected this reference ro 
Abraham's camels seem to have assumed 
something which the rexr does nor stare. 
lr shou ld be carefull y noted rhar the bib
lical refere nce does nor necessaril y indi 
cate rhar the camel was common in Egypt 
at rhar rim e, nor does ir evidence that rhe 
Egyptians had made any great progress in 
the breeding and domestication of camels. 
It merely says rhar Abraham had camels 
(1944, p. 19 1). 

Similarly, Younker noted: 

This is nor ro say rhar domesticated camels 
were abundant and wide ly used eve ry
where in rhe ancient 'ear East in the early 
second millennium. However, the pan·iar
chal narratives do not necessarily require 
large numbers of camels .... The smaller 
amount o f evidence for domestic camels in 
the late third and earl y second millennium 
B.C. especiall y in Palestine, is in accor
dance with thi s more restricted use (1997, 
42:52). 

Even without the above-mentioned archaeo
logica l find s (which to the unbiased exam iner 
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prove that camels were domesticated in the time 
of Abraham), it only seems reasonable tO conclude 
that because wild camels have been known since the 
Creation, "there is no credible reason why such an 
indispensable animal in desert and semi-arid lands 
should not have been sporadica ll y domesticated 
in patriarchal times and even earlier" (see "Animal 
Ki ngdom," 1988). The truth is, al l of the avai lable 
evidence points tO one conclusion - the limited 
use of domestica ted camels during and before rhc 
time of Abraham. The supposed "anachronism" of 
domesticated camels during the t ime of the pan·i
archs is, in fact, an actual hi storical reference to the 
use of these animals at that time. T hose who reject 
this conclusion cannot offer a single piece of solid 
archaeological ev idence on behalf of thei r theory. 
They simply argue from the "silence" of archaeol
ogy ... which is silent no more! 

Moses' Knowledge of Gates 

A further "proof" against Mosaic authorsh ip is the 
continuous mention of gates throughour the Penta
teuch. As McKinsey wrote: 

Deur. J5 :22 says, "Thou shalt e:lt it within rh y 
gates." The phrase "within thy gates" occurs in the 
Pentateuch about twenty-five times and refers to the 
gates of Palesti nian cities, which the Israel ites did 
not inhabit until after the death of Moses (1995, p. 
363, emp. in orig.). 

ln making rhis statement, however, Mr. McK
insey commits a gross error by assuming that the 
passage is referring solely to the "gates of Palestin
ian cities." Moreover, what skeptics li ke McKinsey 
fail to mention is the fact that "gate" docs not neces
sarily mean the large doors in the walls of fo rti fied 
cities. Sometimes, gates are used to represent en
trances into areas of dwelling, as in Exodus 32:26: 
"Then Moses stood in the ga te of rhe camp, and 
said, 'Whoso is on Jehovah's side, (let him come) 
unto me.' And all the sons of Levi gathered them
selves together unto him". Would anyone suppose 
that the Israelites built walls and gates around their 
Bedouin-style tent cities? Of course nor. Therefore, 
"gate" can mean the entrance to a city -of rents. 
In fact, the Hebrew word for gate (sa'ar) is trans
lated as "entrance" ten times in the N IV And in rhe 
NKJV, sa'ar is tra nslated as "entra nce" in Exodus 
32:36. 

Giving Dennis McKinsey the benefit of the 
doubt (that the rerm "gates" refers to the Palestinian 

cities), Moses could have been referring ro the cities 
that the !sraelites would capture in the future. Since 
he was insp ired while writing the Pentateuch (cf. 
2 Timothy 3: 16-1 7; 2 Peter 1:20-21 ), this knowl
edge could have been the result of rhat inspiration, 
sim ilar ro the knowledge that Israel one day would 
have a king. Either way, the menrion of "gates" in 
rhe Pentateuch is nor anachronistic. 

Philistines in the time of Abraham 
- Fallacy or Fad? 

The Bibl e declares that long before King David 
defeated the Phi listine giant named Gol iath in rhe 
valley of Elah (1 Samuel 1 7), Abraham and Isaac 
had occasional contact with a people known as the 
Philistines. In fact, seven of the eight times tha t the 
Philistines are mentioned in Genesis, they are dis
cussed in connection with either Abraham's visir 
wirh Abimelech, king of the Phil istines (21 :32,34), 
or with Isaac's visit to the same city (Gerar) a few 
years later (26 :1,8,14-15,18). For some time now, 
critics of the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch 
have considered the mention of the Philistines
so ea rl y in human history - to be inapprop ri ate ly 
inserted into the patriarchal account. Supposedly, 
"Philistines ... did nor come inro Pa lestine until after 
the rime of Moses" (Gottwald, 1959, p. 1 04), and 
any mention of them be fore that t ime re presents 
a " hi stori ca l inaccuracy" (Frank, 1964, p . 323). 
Thus, as Millar Burrows concluded, rhe mention 
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of Philistines in Genesis may be considered "a con
venient and harmless anachronism," which "is un
doubtedly a mistake" (1941, p. 277). 

As with most allegations brought against the 
Scriptures, those who claim the Philistine nation 
was not around in Abraham's day are basing their 
conclusion on at least one unprovable assumption 
-namely, that the Philistines living in the days of 
the patriarchs were a great nation, similar to the one 
living during the time of the United Kingdom. The 
evidence suggests, however, that this assumption is 
wrong. The Bible does not present the Philistines of 
Abraham's day as the same ·mighty Philistine nation 
that would arise hundreds of years later. Abimelech, 
the king of Gerar, is portrayed as being intimidated 
by Abraham (cf. Gen. 21:25). Surely, had the Phi
listine people been a great nation in the time of the 
patriarchs, they would not have been afraid of one 
man (Abraham) and a few hundred servants (cf. 
Genesis 14: 14 ). Furthermore, of the five great Phi
listine city-states that were so prominent throughout 
the period of the Judges and the United Kingdom 
(Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath, and Gaza- Josh. 
13:3; 1 Sam. 6:17), none was mentioned. Rather, 
only a small village known as Gerar was named. To 
assume that the Bible presents the entire civilization 
of the Philistines as being present during Abraham's 
day is to err. In reality, one reads only of a small 
Philistine kingdom. 

The word "Philistine" was a somewhat generic 
term that meant "sea people." No doubt, some of 
the Aegean sea people made their way to Palestine 
long before a later migration took place - one that 
was considerably larger. In commenting on these 
Philistines, Larry Richards observed: 

16 

While there is general agreement that 
massive settlement of the ·Coast of Canaan 
by sea peoples from Crete took place 
around 1200 B.C., there is no reason to 
suppose Philistine settlements did not exist 
long before this time. In Abram's time as 

· in the time of Moses a variety of peoples 
had settled in Canaan, including Hittites 
from the far north. Certainly the seago
ing peoples who traded the Mediterranean 
had established colonies along the shores 
of the entire basin for centuries prior to 
Abraham's time. There is no reason to 
suppose that the Philistines, whose fore
fathers came from Crete, were not among 
them (1993, p. 40). 
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No archaeological evidence exists that denies 
various groups of "sea people" were in Canaan 
long before the arrival of the main body in the 
early twelfth century B.C. (see Unger, 1954, p. 91; 
Archer, 1964, p. 266; Harrison, 1963, p. 32). To 
assume that not a single group of Philistines lived 
in Palestine during the time of Abraham because 
archaeology has not documented them until about 
1190 B. C. is to argue from negative evidence, and 
is without substantial weight. In response to those 
who would deny the Philistines' existence based 
upon their silence in the archeological world before 
this time, professor Kitchen stated: 

Inscriptionally, we know so little about 
the Aegean peoples as compared with 
those of the rest of the Ancient Near East 
in the second millennium B.C., that it is 
premature to deny outright the possible 
existence of Philistines in the Aegean area 
before 1200 B.C. (1966, p. 80n). 

Likely, successive waves of sea peoples 
from the Aegean Sea migrated to Canaan, 
even as early as Abraham's time, and con
tinued coming until the massive movement 
in the twelfth century B.C. (Archer, 1970, 
127:18). 

Based on past experiences, one might think 
that critics of the Bible's inerrancy would learn to 
refrain from making accusations when arguing from 
silence. For years, modernists and skeptics taught 
that the Hittite kingdom, which is mentioned over 
forty times in Scripture (Exod. 23:28; Josh. 1:4; et 
al.), was a figment of the Bible writers' imaginations, 
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since no evidence of the Hittite's existence had been 
located. But those utterances vanished into thin air 
when, in 1906, the Hittite capital was discovered, 
along with more than 10,000 clay tablets that con
tained the Hittite's law system. Critics of the Bible's 
claim of divine inspiration at one time also accused 
Luke of gross inaccuracy because he used the title 
politarchas to denote the city officials of Thessa
lonica (Acts 17 :6,8), rather than the more common 
terms strateegoi (magistrates) and exousiais (author
ities). To support their accusations, they pointed out 
that the term politarch is found nowhere else in all 
of Greek literature as an official title. Once again, 
these charges eventually were dropped, based on the 
fact that the term politarchas has now been found 
in 32 inscriptions from the second century B.C. to 
the third century A.D. (Bruce, 1988, p. 324n), with 
at least five of these inscriptions originating from 
Thessalonica - the very city about which Luke 
wrote in Acts 17 (Robertson, 1997). 

Although critics accuse biblical writers of reveal
ing erroneous information, their claims continue to 
evaporate with the passing of time and the compila
tion of evidence. 

Does It Really Matter Who Wrote the Pentateuch? 

To some, the question of whether or not Moses 
wrote the Pentateuch is a trivial matter - one of 
secondary importance. After all, we do not consider 
it an absolute necessity to know whom God inspired 
to write the book of Job or the epistle of Hebrews. 
We do not draw lines of fellowship over who wrote 
1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles. Why, then, 
should the discussion of who penned the first five 
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books of the Bible be any different? The difference 
is that the Bible is filled with references attributing 
these books to Moses! Within the Pentateuch itself, 
one can read numerous times how Moses wrote the 
law of God. 

"Moses wrote all the words of Jehovah" 
(Exodus 24:4 ). 

"Jehovah said unto Moses, 'Write thou these 
words ... '" (Exodus 34:27). 

"Moses wrote their goings out according to 
their journeys by the commandment of Jehovah" 
(Numbers 33 :2). 

"Moses wrote this law and delivered it unto the 
priests ... " (Deuteronomy 31 :9). 

Bible writers throughout the Old Testament 
credited Moses with writing the Pentateuch (also 
known as the Torah or "the Law"). A plain state
ment of this commonly held conviction is expressed 
in Joshua 8:32: "There, in the presence of the Isra
elites, Joshua copied on stones the law of Moses, 
which he [Moses- EL] had written" (NIV). Notice 
also that 2 Chronicles 34:14 states: "Hilkiah the 
priest found the Book of the Law of Jehovah given 
by Moses" (cf. Ezra 3:2; 6:18, Neh. 13:1, and Mal. 
4:4). As Josh McDowell noted in his book, More Ev
idence that Demands a Verdict, these verses "refer to 
an actual written 'law of Moses,' not simply an oral 
tradition" (1975, pp. 93-94). [NOTE: The Hebrew 
Bible was not divided like our modern English Old 
Testament. It consisted of three divisions: the Law, 
the Prophets, and the Writings (cf. Luke 24:44). It 
contained the same "books" we have today; it was 
just divided differently. Genesis through Deuteron
omy was considered one unit, and thus frequent
ly was called "the Law" or "the Book" (2 Chron. 
25 :4; cf. Mark 12:26). Even a casual perusal of 
its individual components will confirm that each 
book presupposes the one that precedes it. Without 
Genesis, Exodus reads like a book begun midway; 
without Exodus, Leviticus is a mystery; and so on. 
They were not intended to be five separate volumes 
in a common category, but rather, are five divisions 
of the same book. Hence, the singular references: 
"the Law" or "the Book."] 

The New Testament writers also showed no 
hesitation in affirming that Moses wrote the Pen
tateuch. John wrote: "The law was given through 
Moses" Qohn 1: 17). Luke recorded of the resur
rected Jesus: "And beginning from Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them [His disciples 
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- EL] in all the scr iptu res the th ings concern ing 
h imse lf " (Luke 24 :27). Referring to the J ewish 
practice of publicly reading the Law, James affi rmed 
Mosa ic autho rship: "For Moses from generations of 
o ld hath in eve ry city them th at preach him, being 
read in the synagogues every Sabbath" (Acts 15:2 1). 
With th is Paul concurred, saying, "For Moses wri tes 
::~ bou t the ri ghteousness which is o f the law, 'The 
ma n w ho does those things shall li ve by them'" 
(Rom. 10:5, NKJV; cf. Lev. 18 :5). In 2 Corinthians 
3:15, Paul a lso wrote: "Moses is read. " T he phrase 
" Moses is read" is a clear example o f the figure of 
speech known as metonymy (whe re one t hing is 
pur fo r ano ther) [see Dungan, 1888, pp. 273-275] . 
Today, we may ask if someone has read Shakespeare, 
H omer, o r Virgi l, by w hich we mean to ask if he 
or she has read the writings of these men. In the 
story of rhe rich man and Lazarus, one reads where 
Abraham spoke to the rich man conce rning his fi ve 
brothers say ing, "They have Moses and the proph
ets; let them hear them" (Luke 16:29). Were Moses 
and the O ld Testame nt prophets s till on Earth in 
rhe first centu ry? No. T he meaning is tha t the rich 
man's bro thers had the writ ings o f M oses and the 
prophets. 

Furthe rmo re, both Jesus' di sc iples and His 
enem ies recognized and accepted the books of 
Moses. After Phi lip was called to fo llow j esus, he 
fo und hi s brother N athanael and sa id: "We have 
fo und Him o f who m Moses in the law, and also 
the prophets, w ro te - Jesus o f Nazare th , the son 
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o f j oseph" Uo hn 1:45, NKJ V). o ri ce a lso that 
New Testament Sadducees considered M oses as the 
author, saying, "Teacher, M oses wro te unto us, if a 
man's brother die, and leave a wife behind him, and 
leave no child, that his brother should take his wife, 
and raise up seed unto his bro ther " (Mark 12:1 9; 
cf. Deur. 25 :5 ). 

A final reason that o ne must defend the Mosaic 
autho rshi p of the Penta teuch, instead of sitting 
by id ly and cla iming that " it doesn ' t reall y matter 
who wro te it," is because Jes us Himse lf acknowl
edged tha t " the Law" came fro m Moses. In M ark 
7: 10, J esus quo ted from bo th Exodus 20 and 21, 
::~ttri b uting the words to M oses . Mark li kewise re
corded a conversation j esus had with the Pharisees 
regarding w hat "Moses permitted" and "wrote" in 
Deute ronomy chapter 24 (Mark 10:3-5 ; cf. Matt. 
19:8). Later, we see where Jesus asked the Sadd u
cees, " Have you nor read in the book of M oses, in 
the place concerning the bush, how God spake unto 
him, saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God o f Jacob'?" (Mark 12:26). But, 
perh aps the most co nvincing passage of all can be 
fou nd in Joh n 5 :4 6-47, wher e Jesus stared : " For 
if ye believed Moses, ye wou ld believe me; for he 
wro te of me. But if ye believe no t his 'v\}Ti.tings, how 
shall ye believe my words?" Uohn 5 :46-47; cf. Deu
teronomy 18:15-18). T he trmh is, by cla iming that 
Moses did not wri te the books o f rhe Penta teuch, 
one essenti ally is claiming that Jesus was mistaken. 
M.R. DeHaan expounded upon this problem in his 
book, Genesis and Evolution: 

Prove rhar Moses did nor write rhe books 
of rhe Pentateuch and yo u prove thar Jesus 
was ro ra ll y mi staken and not the in fa l
lible Son o f God he cla imed to be . Upon 
you r fa ith in Moses as the w riter o f t he 
five books a ttr ibuted to h im rests a lso 
your fairh in j esus as rhe Son of God . You 
cannot be lieve in Jesus C hrist witho ut be
lieving w hat M oses wrote. You see, there is 
much mo re involved in de nying the books 
of Moses than most people suppose (1 978, 
p. 41). 

Indeed, be liev ing M oses w ro te the Penta teuch 
is very important. It is not a trivial issue we shou ld 
t reat fr ivo lous ly w hi le sugges ting tha t " it rea ll y 
doesn't matte r. " 1r matters because t he deity o f 
Christ and the integrity o f the Bible writers a re a t 
stake! 
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Fox's Book of Martyrs 
Chapter II 

The Ten Primitive Persecutions 

The rlfth Persecution, Commencing with Severus, A.D. 192 

S everus, having been recovered from a severe 
fit of sickness by a Christian, became a great 
favorer of the Christians in general; but the 

prejudice and fury of the ignorant multitude pre
vailing, obsolete laws were put in execution against 
the Christians. The progress of Christianity alarmed 
the pagans, and they revived the stale calumny of 
placing accidental misfortunes to the account of its 
professors, A.D. 192. 

But, though persecuting malice raged, yet the 
Gospel shone with resplendent brightness; and, 
firm as an impregnable rock, withstood the attacks 
of its boisterous enemies with success. Tertullian, 
who lived in this age, informs us that if the Chris
tians had collectively withdrawn themselves from 
the Roman territories, the empire would have been 
greatly depopulated. 

Victor, bishop of Rome, suffered martyrdom in 
the first year of the third century, A.D. 201. Leoni
dus, the father of the celebrated Origen, was behead
ed for being a Christian. Many of Origen's hearers 
likewise suffered martyrdom; particularly two 
brothers, named Plutarchus and Serenus; another 
Serenus, Heron, and Heraclides, were beheaded. 
Rhais had boiled pitch poured upon her head, and 
was then burnt, as was Marcella her mother. Potain
iena, the sister of Rhais, was executed in the same 
manner as Rhais had been; but Basilides, an officer 
belonging to the army, and ordered to attend her 
execution, became her convert. 

Basilides being, as an officer, required to take 
a certain oath, refused, saying, that he could not 
swear by the Roman idols, as he was a Christian. 
Struck with surpsie, the people could not, at first, 
believe what they heard; but he had no sooner con
firmed the same, than he was dragged before the 
judge, committed to prison, and speedily afterward 
beheaded. 

Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, was born in Greece, 
and received both a public and a Christian educa
tion. It is generally supposed that the account of the 
persecutions at Lyons was written by himself. He 
succeeded the martyr Pothinus as bishop of Lyons, 
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and ruled his diocese with great propriety; he was a 
zealous opposer of heresies in general, and, about 
A.D. 187, he wrote a celebrated tract against heresy. 
Victor, the bishop of Rome, wanting to impose 
the keeping of Easter there, in preference to other 
places, it occasioned some disorders among the 
Christians. In particular, Irenaeus wrote him a syn
odical epistle, in the name of the Gallic churches. 
This zeal, in favor of Christianity, pointed him out 
as an object of resentment to the emperor; and in 
A.D. 202, he was beheaded. 

The persecutions now extending to Africa, 
many were martyred in that quarter of the globe; 
the most particular of whom we shall mention. 

Perpetua, a married lady, of about twenty-two 
years. Those who suffered with her were, Felici
tas, a married lady, big with child at the time of her 
being apprehended, and Revocatus, catechumen 
of Carthage, and a slave. The names of the other 
prisoners, destined to suffer upon this occasion, 
were Saturninus, Secundulus, and Satur. On the 
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day appointed for their execution, they were led 
to the amphitheater. Satur, Saturninus, and Revo
catus were ordered to run the gauntlet between the 
hunters, or such as had the care of the wild beasts. 
The hunters being drawn up in two ranks, they ran 
between, and were severely lashed as they passed. 
Felicitas and Perpetua were stripped, in order to be 
thrown to a mad bull, which made his first attack 
upon Perpetua, and stunned her; he then darted at 
Felicitas, and gored her dreadfully; but not killing 
them, the executioner did that office with a sword. 
Revocatus and Satur were destroyed by wild beasts; 
Saturninus was beheaded; and Secundulus died in 
prison. These executions were in the 205, on the 
eighth day of March. 

Speratus and twelve others. were likewise be
headed; as was Andocles in France. Asclepiades, 
bishop of Antioch, suffered many tortures, but his 
life was spared. 

Cecilia, a young lady of good family in Rome, 
was married to a gentleman named Valerian. She 
converted her husband and brother, who were be
headed; and the maximus, or officer, who led them 
to execution, becoming their convert, suffered the 
same fate. The lady was placed naked in a scald
ing bath, and having continued there a considerable 
time, her head was struck off with a sword, A.D. 
222. 

Calistus, bishop of Rome, was martyred, A.D. 
224; but the manner of his death is not recorded; 
and Urban, bishop of Rome, met the same fate A.D. 
232. 

The Sixth Persecution, Under Maximus, A.D. 235 

A.D. 235, was in the time of Maximinus. In Cap
padocia, the president, Seremianus, did all he could 
to exterminate the Christians from that province. 

The principal persons who perished under this 
reign were Pontianus, bishop of Rome; Anteros, 
a Grecian, his successor, who gave offence to the 
government by collecting the acts of the martyrs, 
Pammachius and Quiritus, Roman senators, with all 
their families, and many other Christians; Simpli
cius, senator; 

Calepodius, a Christian minister, thrown into 
the Tyber; Martina, a noble and beautiful virgin; 
and Hippolitus, a Christian prelate, tied to a wild 
horse, and dragged until he expired. 

During this persecution, raised by Maximinus, 
numberless Christians were slain without trial, and 

buried indiscriminately in heaps, sometimes fifty or 
sixty being cast into a pit together, without the least 
decency. 

The tyrant Maximinus dying, A.D. 238, was 
succeeded by Gordian, during whose reign, and that 
of his successor Philip, the Church was free from 
persecution for the space of more than ten years; 
but in A.D. 249, a violent persecution broke out 
in Alexandria, at the instigation of a pagan priest, 
without the knowledge of the emperor. 

The Seventh Persecution, Under Decius, A.D. 249 

This was occasioned partly by the hatred he bore 
to his predecessor Philip, who was deemed a Chris
tian and was partly by his jealousy concerning the 
amazing increase of Christianity; for the heathen 
temples began to be forsaken, and the Christian 
churches thronged. 

These reasons stimulated Decius to attempt the 
very extirpation of the name of Christian; and it 
was unfortunate for the Gospel, that many errors 
had, about this time, crept into the Church: the 
Christians were at variance with each other; self
interest divided those whom social love ought to 
have united; and the virulence of pride occasioned a 
variety of factions. 

The heathens in general were ambitious to 
enforce the imperial decrees upon this occasion, 
and looked upon the murder of a Christian as a 
merit to themselves. The martyrs, upon this occa
sion, were innumerable; but the principal we shall 
give some account of. 

Fabian, the bishop of Rome, was the first person 
of eminence who felt the severity of this persecu
tion. The deceased emperor, Philip, had, on account 
of his integrity, committed his treasure to the care of 
this good man. But Decius, not finding as much as 
his avarice made him expect, determined to wreak 
his vengeance on the good prelate. He was accord
ingly seized; and on January 20, A.D. 250, he suf
fered decapitation. 

Julian, a native of Cilicia, as we are informed by 
St. Chrysostom, was seized upon for being a Chris
tian. He was put into a leather bag, together with a 
number ~f serpents and scorpions, and in that con
dition thrown into the sea. 

Peter, a young man, amiable for the superior 
qualities of his body and mind, was beheaded for 
refusing to sacrifice to Venus. He said, "I am aston
ished you should sacrifice to an infamous woman, 
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whose debaucheries even your own historians 
record, and whose life consisted of such actions as 
your laws would punish. No, I shall offer the true 
God the acceptable sacrifice of praises and prayers." 
Optimus, the proconsul of Asia, on hearing this, 
ordered the prisoner to be stretched upon a wheel, 
by which all his bones were broken, and then he 
was sent to be beheaded. 

Nichomachus, being brought before the pro
consul as a Christian, was ordered to sacrifice to 
the pagan idols. Nichomach us replied, "I cannot 
pay that respect to devils, which is only due to the 
Almighty." This speech so much enraged the pro
consul that Nichomachus was put to the rack. After 
enduring the torments for a time, he recanted; but 
scarcely had he given this proof of his frailty, than 
he fell into the greatest agonies, dropped down on 
the ground, and expired immediately. 

Denisa, a young woman of only sixteen years 
of age, who beheld this terrible judgment, suddenly 
exclaimed, "0 unhappy wretch, why would you 
buy a moment's ease at the expense of a miserable 
eternity!" Optimus, hearing this, called to her, and 
Denisa avowing herself to be a Christian, she was 
beheaded, by his order, soon after. 

Andrew and Paul, two companions of Nichoma
chus, the martyr, A.D. 251, suffered martyrdom 
by stoning, and expired, calling on their blessed 
Redeemer. 

Alexander and Epimachus, of Alexandria, were 
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apprehended for being Christians: and, confessing 
the accusation, were beat with staves, torn with 
hooks, and at length burnt in the fire; and we are 
informed, in a fragment preserved by Eusebius, that 
four female martyrs suffered on the same day, and 
at the same place, but not in the same manner; for 
these were beheaded. 

Lucian and Marcian, two wicked pagans, though 
skilful magicians, becoming converts to Christian
ity, to make amends for their former errors, lived 
the lives of hermits, and subsisted upon bread and 
water only. After some time spent in this manner, 
they became zealous preachers, and made many 
converts. The persecution, however, raging at this 
time, they were seized upon, and carried before 
Sabinus, the governor of Bithynia. On being asked 
by what authority they took upon themselves to 
preach, Lucian answered, 'That the laws of charity 
and humanity obliged all men to endeavor the con
version of their neighbors, and to do everything in 
their power to rescue them from the snares of the 
devil.' 

Lucian having answered in this manner, Marcian 
said, "Their conversion was by the same grace 
which was given to St. Paul, who, from a zealous 
persecutor of the Church, became a preacher of the 
Gospel." 

The proconsul, finding that he could not prevail 
with them to renounce their faith, condemned them 
to be burnt alive, which sentence was soon after 
executed. 

Trypho and Respicius, two eminent men, were 
seized as Christians, and imprisoned at Nice. Their 
feet were pierced with nails; they were dragged 
through the streets, scourged, torn with iron hooks, 
scorched with lighted torches, and at length be
headed, February 1, A.D. 251. 

Agatha, a Sicilian lady, was not more remarkable 
for her personal and acquired endowments, than 
her piety; her beauty was such, that Quintian, gov
ernor of Sicily, became enamored of her, and made 
many attempts upon her chastity without success. 
In order to gratify his passions with the greater con
veniency, he put the virtuous lady into the hands of 
Aphrodica, a very infamous and licentious woman. 
This wretch tried every artifice to win her to the 
desired prostitution; but found all her efforts were 
vain; for her chastity was impregnable, and she well 
knew that virtue alone could procure true happiness. 
Aphrodica acquainted Quintian with the inefficacy 



of her endeavors, who, enaged to be foiled in his 
designs, changed his lust into resentment. On her 
confessing that she was a Christian, he determined 
to gratify his revenge, as he could not his passion. 
Pursuant to his orders, she was scourged, burnt with 
red-hot irons, and torn with sharp hooks. Having 
borne these torments with admirable fortitude, she 
was next laid naked upon live coals, intermingled 
with glass, and then being carried back to prison, 
she there expired on February 5, 251. 

Cyril, bishop of Gortyna, was seized by order of 
Lucius, the governor of that place, who, neverthe
less, exhorted him to obey the imperial mandate, 
perform the sacrifices, and save his venerable person 
from destruction; for he was now eighty-four years 
of age. The good prelate replied that as he had long 
taught others to save their souls, he should only 
think now of his own salvation. The worthy prelate 
heard his fiery sentence without emotion, walked 
cheerfully to the place of execution, and underwent 
his martyrdom with great fortitude. 

The persecution raged in no place more than 
the Island of Crete; for the governor, being exceed
ingly active in executing the imperial decrees, that 
place streamed with pious blood. 
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Babylas, a Christian of a liberal education, 
became bishop of Antioch, A.D. 237, on the demise 
of Zebinus. He acted with inimitable zeal, and gov
erned the Church with admirable prudence during 
the most tempestuous times. 

The first misfortune that happened to Antioch 
during his mission, was the siege of it by Sapor, 
king of Persia; who, having overrun all Syria, took 
and plundered this city among others, and used the 
Christian inhabitants with greater severity than the 
rest, but was soon totally defeated by Gordian. 

After Gordian's death, in the reign of Decius, 
that emperor came to Antioch, where, having a 
desire to visit an assembly of Christians, Babylas 
opposed him, and absolutely refused to let him 
come in. The emperor dissembled his anger at that 
time; but soon sending for the bishop, he sharply 
reproved him for his insolence, and then ordered 
him to sacrifice to the pagan deities as an expiation 
for his ofence. This being refused, he was commit
ted to prison, loaded with chains, treated with great 
severities, and then beheaded, together with three 
young men who had been his pupils. A.D. 251. 

Alexander, bishop of Jerusalem, about this time 
was cast into prison on account of his religion, where 
he died through the severity of his confinement. 

Julianus, an old man, lame with the gout, 
and Cronion, another Christian, were bound on 
the backs of camels, severely scourged, and then 
thrown into a fire and consumed. Also forty virgins, 
at Antioch, after being imprisoned, and scourged, 
were burnt. 

In the year of our Lord 251, the emperor Decius 
having erected a pagan temple at Ephesus, he com
manded all who were in that city to sacrifice to the 
idols. This order was nobly refused by seven of his 
own soldiers, viz. Maximianus, Martianus, Joannes, 
Malchus, Dionysius, Seraion, and Constantinus. 
The emperor wishing to win these soldiers to re
nounce their faith by his entreaties and lenity, gave 
them a considerable respite until he returned from 
an expedition. During the emperor's absence, they 
escaped, and hid themselves in a cavern; which the 
emperor being informed of at his return, the mouth 
of the cave was closed up, and they all perished 
with hunger. 

Theodora, a beautiful young lady of Antioch, on 
refusing to sacrifice to the Roman idols, was con
demned to the stews, that her virtue might be sacri
ficed to the brutality of lust. Didymus, a Christian, 
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disguised himself in the habit of a Roman soldier, 
went to the house, informed Theodora who he was, 
and advised her to make her escape in his clothes. 
This being effected, and a man found in the brothel 
instead of a beautiful lady, Didymus was taken 
before the president, to whom confessing the truth, 
and owning that he was a Christian the sentence of 
death was immediately pronounced against him. 
Theodora, hearing that her deliverer was likely to 
suffer, came to the judge, threw herself at his feet, 
and begged that the sentence might fall on her as the 
guilty person; but, deaf to the cries of the innocent, 
and insensible to the calls of justice, the inflexible 
judge condemned both; when they were executed 
accordingly, being first beheaded, and their bodies 
afterward burnt. 

Secundianus, having been accused as a Chris
tian, was conveyed to prison by some soldiers. On 
the way, Verianus and Marcellinus said, "Where 
are you carrying the innocent?" This interrogatory 
occasioned them to be seized, and all three, after 
having been tortured, were hanged and decapitated. 

Origen, the celebrated presbyter and catechist 
of Alexandria, at the age of sixty-four, was seized, 
thrown into a loathsome prison, laden with fetters, 
his feet placed in the stocks, and his legs extend
ed to the utmost for several successive days. He 
was threatened with fire, and tormented by every 
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lingering means the most infernal imaginations 
could suggest. During this cruel temporizing, the 
emperor Decius died, and Gallus, who succeeded 
him, engaging in a war with the Goths, the Chris
tians met with a respite. In this interim, Origen 
obtained his enlargement, and, retiring to Tyre, he 
there remained until his death, which happened 
when he was in the sixty-ninth year of his age. 

Gallus, the emperor, having concluded his wars, 
a plague broke out in the empire: sacrifices to the 
pagan deities were ordered by the emperor, and per
secutions spread from the interior to the extreme 
parts of the empire, and many fell martyrs to the 
impetuosity of the rabble, as well as the prejudice 
of the magistrates. Among these were Cornelius, the 
Christian bishop of Rome, and Lucius, his succes
sor, in 253. 

Most of the errors which crept into the Church 
at this time arose from placing human reason in 
competition with revelation; but the fallacy of such 
arguments being proved by the most able divines, 
the opinions they had created vanished away like 
the stars before the sun. 

The Eighth Persecution, Under Valerian, A.D. 257 

Began under Valerian, in the month of April, 257, 
and continued for three years and six months. The 
martyrs that fell in this persecution were innumer
able, and their tortures and deaths as various and 
painful. The most eminent martyrs were the fol
lowing, though neither rank, sex, nor age were 
regarded. 

Rufina and Secunda were two beautiful and ac
complished ladies, daughters of Asterius, a gentle
man of eminence in Rome. Rufina, the elder, was 
designed in marriage for Armentarius, a young no
bleman; Secunda, the younger, for Verinus, a person 
of rank and opulence. The suitors, at the time of the 
persecution's commencing, were both Christians; 
but when danger appeared, to save their fortunes, 
they renounced their faith. They took great pains to 
persuade the ladies to do the same, but, disappoint
ed in their purpose, the lovers were base enough to 
inform against the ladies, who, being apprehended 
as Christians, were brought before ] unius Donatus, 
governor of Rome, where, A.D. 257, they sealed 
their martyrdom with their blood. 

Stephen, bishop of Rome, was beheaded in the 
same year, and about that time Saturninus, the pious 
orthodox bishop of Toulouse, refusing to sacrifice 



to idols, was treated with all the barbarous indigni
ties imaginable, and fastened by the feet to the tail 
of a bull. Upon a signal given, the enraged animal 
was driven down the steps of the temple, by which 
the worthy martyr's brains were dashed out. 

Sextus succeeded Stephen as bishop of Rome. 
He is supposed to have been a Greek by birth or by 
extraction, and had for some time served in the ca
pacity of a deacon under Stephen. His great fidelity, 
singular wisdom, and uncommon courage distin
guished him upon many occasions; and the happy 
conclusion of a controversy with some heretics is 
generally ascribed to his piety and prudence. In the 
year 258, Marcianus, who had the management of 
the Roman government, procured an order from 
the emperor Valerian, to put to death all the Chris
tian clergy in Rome, and hence the bishop with six 
of his deacons, suffered martyrdom in 25 8. 

Let us draw near to the fire of martyred Law
rence, that our cold hearts may be warmed thereby. 
The merciless tyrant, understanding him to be not 
only a minister of the sacraments, but a distribu
tor also of the Church riches, promised to himself 
a double prey, by the apprehension of one soul. 
First, with the rake of avarice to scrape to himself 
the treasure of poor Christians; then with the fiery 
fork of tyranny, so to toss and turmoil them, that 
they should wax weary of their profession. With 
furious face and cruel countenance, the greedy wolf 
demanded where this Lawrence had bestowed the 
substance of the Church: wh9, craving three days' 
respite, promised to declare where the treasure 
might be had. In the meantime, he caused a good 
number of poor Christians to be congregated. So, 
when the day of his answer was come, the perse
cutor strictly charged him to stand to his promise. 
Then valiant Lawrence, stretching out his arms over 
the poor, said: "These are the precious treasure of 
the Church; these are the treasure indeed, in whom 
the faith of Christ reigneth, in whom Jesus Christ 
hath His mansion-place. What more precious jewels 
can Christ have, than those in whom He hath prom
ised to dwell? For so it is written, 'I was an hun
gered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in.' 
And again, 'Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me.' What greater riches can Christ our Master 
possess, than the poor people in whom He loveth 
to be seen?" 

0, what tongue is able to express the fury and 
madness of the tyrant's heart! Now he stamped, he 
stared, he ramped, he fared as one out of his wits: 
his eyes like fire glowed, his mouth like a boar 
formed, his teeth like a hellhound grinned. Now, 
not a reasonable man, but a roaring lion, he might 
be called. 

"Kindle the fire (he cried)- of wood make no 
spare. Hath this villain deluded the emperor? Away 
with him, away with him: whip him with scourges, 
jerk him with rods, buffet him with fists, brain him 
with clubs. Jesteth the traitor with the emperor? 
Pinch him with fiery tongs, gird him with burning 
plates, bring out the strongest chains, and the fire
forks, and the grated bed of iron: on the fire with 
it; bind the rebel hand and foot; and when the bed 
is fire-hot, on with him: roast him, broil him, toss 
him, turn him: on pain of our high displeasure do 
every man his office, 0 ye tormentors." 

The word was no sooner spoken, but all was 
done. After many cruel handlings, this meek lamb 
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was laid, I will not say on his fiery bed of iron, but 
on his soft bed of down. So mightily God wrought 
with his martyr Lawrence, so miraculously God 
tempered His element the fire; that it became not 
a bed of consuming pain, but a pallet of nourishing 
rest. 

In Africa the persecution raged with peculiar 
violence; many thousands received the crown of 
martyrdom, among whom the following were the 
most distinguished characters: 

Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, an eminent 
prelate, and a pious ornament of the Church. The 
brightness of his genius was tempered by the solid
ity of his judgment; and with all the accomplish
ments of the gentleman, he blended the virtues of 
a Christian. His doctrines were orthodox and pure; 
his language easy and elegant; and his manners 
graceful and winning: in fine, he was both the pious 
and polite preacher. In his youth he was educated in 
the principles of Gentilism, and having a consider
able fortune, he lived in the very extravagance of 
splendor, and all the dignity of pomp. 

About the year 246, Coecilius, a Christian min
ister of Carthage, became the happy instrument of 
Cyprian's conversion: on which account, and for 
the great love that he always afterward bore for 
the author of his conversion, he was termed Coe
cilius Cyprian. Previous to his baptism, he studied 
the Scriptures with care and being struck with the 
beauties of the truths they contained, he determined 
to practise the virtues therein recommended. Sub
sequent to his baptism, he sold his estate, distrib
uted the money among the poor, dressed himself in 
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plain attire, and commenced a life of austerity. He 
was soon after made a presbyter; and, being greatly 
admired for his virtues and works, on the death of 
Donatus, in A.D. 248, he was almost unanimously 
elected bishop of Carthage. 

Cyprian's care not only extended over Car
thage, but to Numidia and Mauritania. In all his 
transactions he took great care to ask the advice 
of his clergy, knowing that unanimity alone could 
be of service to the Church, this being one of his 
maxims, "That the bishop was in the church, and 
the church in the bishop; so that unity can only be 
preserved by a close connexion between the pastor 
and his flock." 

In A.D. 250, Cyprian was publicly proscribed 
by the emperor Decius, under the appellation of 
Coecilius Cyprian, bishop of the Christrians; and 
the universal cry of the pagans was, "Cyprian to the 
lions, Cyprian to the beasts." The bishop, however, 
withdrew from the rage of the populace, and his 
effects were immediately confiscated. During his re
tirement, he wrote thirty pious and elegant letters 
to his flock; but several schisms that then crept into 
the Church, gave him great uneasiness. The rigor 
of the persecution abating, he returned to Car
thage, and did everything in his power to expunge 
erroneous opinions. A terrible plague breaking out 
in Carthage, it was as usual, laid to the charge of 
the Christians; and the magistrates began to perse
cute accordingly, which occasioned an epistle from 
them to Cyprian, in answer to which he vindicates 
the cause of Christianity. A.D. 257, Cyprian was 
brought before the proconsul Aspasius Paturnus, 
who exiled him to a little city on the Lybian sea. 
On the death of this proconsul, he returned to Car
thage, but was soon after seized, and carried before 
the new governor, who condemned him to be be
headed; which sentence was executed on the four
teenth of September, A.D. 258. 

The disciples of Cyprian, martyred in this per
secution, were Lucius, Flavian, Victoricus, Remus, 
Montanus, Julian, Primelus, and Donatian. 

At Utica, a most terrible tragedy was exhibited: 
three hundred Christians were, by the orders of 
the proconsul, placed round a burning limekiln. A 
pan of coals and incense being prepared, they were 
commanded either to sacrifice to Jupiter, or to be 
thrown into the kiln. Unanimously refusing, they 
bravely jumped into the pit, and were immediately 
suffocated. 



Fructuosus, bishop of Tarragon, in Spain, and 
his two deacons, Augurius and Eulogius, were burnt 
for being Christians. 

Alexander, Malchus, and Priscus, three Chris
tians of Palestine, with a woman of the same place, 
voluntarily accused themselves of being Christians; 
on which account they were sentenced to be de
voured by tigers, which sentence was executed 
accordingly. 

Maxima, Donatilla, and Secunda, three virgins 
of Tuburga, had gall and vinegar given them to 
drink, were then severely scourged, tormented on 
a gibbet, rubbed with lime, scorched on a gridiron, 
worried by wild beasts, and at length beheaded. 

It is here proper to take notice of the singular 
but miserable fate of the emperor Valerian, who had 
so long and so terribly persecuted the Christians. 
This tyrant, by a stretagem, was taken prisoner by 

Sapor, emperor of Persia, who carried him into his 
own country, and there treated him with the most 
unexampled indignity, making him kneel down as 
the meanest slave, and treading upon him as a foot
stool when he mounted his horse. Mter having kept 
him for the space of seven years in this abject state 
of slavery, he caused his eyes to be put out, though 
he was then eighty-three years of age. This not sati
ating his desire of revenge, he soon after ordered his 
body to be flayed alive, and rubbed with salt, under 
which torments he expired; and thus fell one of the 
most tyrannical emperors of Rome, and one of the 
greatest persecutors of the Christians. 

A.D. 260, Gallienus, the son of Valerian, suc
ceeded him, and during his reign (a few martyrs ex
cepted) the Church enjoyed peace for some years. 

(To be continued) 

(Professor john W. McGarvey wrote the following article on March 19, 1904, which put to silence many 
critics of the Bible. McGarvey,s arguments still stand and those who would sign-up for a place in Higher 
Criticism are still unable to answer. Anyway, we thought would enjoy and benefit from the fabulous teaching 
of a genuine intellectual gaint.) 

Myth and Fidion in the Bible 
By J. W. McGarvey 

l am perhaps at fault in not having given the 
names of the professors engaged in the sym
posium published by the Biblical World of No

vember last, on the subject of "Myth and Fiction 
in the Bible." They are: A. C. Zenos, of McCor
mick Theological Seminary, Chicago; Charles F. 
Kent, of Yale Divinity School; William G. Ballan
tine, of the International Y.M. C.A. Training School, 
Springfield. Mass.: George A. Barton. of Bryn 
Mawr College; Benjamin W. Bacon, of Yale Divinity 
School; William H. Ryder, of Andover Theological 
·seminary ; Sylvester Burnham. of Hamilton Theo
logical Seminary ; HenryS. Nash, of the Episcopal 
Theological School, Cambridge. Mass .. and John E. 
McFadyen, of Knox College, Toronto. 

I wish to speak chiefly in this article of what 
some of these gentlemen say respecting our Sav
ior's parables, but first I must take notice of one 
more remark on the subject of myths, by Professor 

Barton. He says: "Since anthropology has made it 
clear that all peoples have passed through a stage of 
development in which myths played an important 
part, if no myth could find a place in an inspired 
book it would follow that God could not reveal 
himself at all to the human race during large por
tions of its history." I should like to ask this Profes
sor if there are not races of men now living who are 
in as low a stage of development as that in whic~ 
myths were so necessary. How, then, has it been 
possible for God to be revealed to the Fiji Island
ers and the Hottentots as he has been, through the 
agency of modern missionaries? Did those mission
aries preach myths, or did they tell those degrad
ed people the plain truth about God? If he should 
attempt to answer this question, he would see the 
folly of the statement which I have quoted from 
him. Then, again. what was the stage of develop
ment of the Hebrews when the Book of Genesis, so 
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replete with myths, if you allow this scholar to tell it 
was written and published? According to the the.ory 
of his school, this book was the result of writings 
by J and E in the time of Amos and Hosea, or pos
sibly as early as the time of Elijah and Elisha. This 
as long after the enlightened period of Solomon and 
David, and was in the midst of a period of literary 
enlightenment of the Hebrew tribes, according to 
all the masters of modern criticism. Where, then, 
was the necessity here spoken of (or myth) to play 
such a part that without them God could not reveal 
himself at all? 

Now for the parables. This same Professor says, 
"Our Savior himself has in his parables forever con
secrated the fruit of the imagination, or fiction, to 
religious service," and Professor Bacon says, "No 
difference of opinion exists among Christians as 
to the value of fiction in the Bible, when the in
stance in question is the parables of Jesus." Pro
fessor Barton proceeds to give some examples. He 
says: "The parable of the nobleman who went into 
a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and 
to return, can be traced to a historical kernel: since 
both Herod the Great and Archelaus had done this 
very thing. Even then the picture as drawn by our 
Lord is partly imaginary, though based upon an in
cident of history." This statement is self- contradic
tory: for if both Herod and his son Archelaus had 
done the very thing described in the parable, how 
can the description be partly imaginary? The story 
of the parable is not fictitious, but a representation 
of that which had been done more than once in the 
kingdom of Judah, and many times in other prov
inces of the Roman Empire. 

He next says that "the parable of the rich man 
who planned to pull down his barns and build 
greater is based upon a poetical passage in the fifth 
chapter of Ecclesiasticus, itself a work of the imagi
nation." But why go back to the fifth chapter of Ec
clesiasticus to find a prosperous farmer doing this, 
when it was occurring every year in which there was 
an unusual growth of grain in Palestine? Professor 
Barton should remember that the granaries of the 
Jews were temporary structures, like those in Pales
tine at the present day, cheaply built, and easily torn 
down and reconstructed as occasion might demand. 
And such procedure on the part of rich men was 
just as common as were seasons of unusual produc
tiveness. As for the fifth chapter of Ecclesiasticus, it 
mentions no incident of the kind, and has nothing 
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connected with the subject except the commonplace 
warning, "Set not thy heart upon thy goods, and say 
not, They are sufficient for me." 

Again, he says that "the parable of the wicked 
servant, whose lord delayed, but returned unexpect
edly, has been shown to be based on a pre-Christian 
tale of a secular character, which was widely read 
among the Jews." If this is true, and if the said tale 
is a true tale, the parable would still not be a fiction. 
And why go back to that particular tale when such 
incidents must have occurred frequently in the age 
of feudal castles owned by tyrannical lords and 
cared for in their absence by servants who were 
frequently neglectful of their duty? Why go about 
searching for a lump of coal in a coal- yard? 

Again, the Professor says: "Sometimes, as in the 
parable of the prodigal son, we are able to trace no 
antecedents. So far as we can tell, it is a pure work 
of Christ's imagination; but even so, it contains 
more real truth than most of the incidents which 
have happened in history, and, better than that, they 
have for nineteen hundred years conveyed knowl
edge of God's forgiving love." Is it true that we can 
trace this incident to no antecedents? Were there no 
fathers among the Jews with two sons, one of whom 
acted as this prodigal son did? And has not the story 
been repeated in actual life thousands of times since 
that day? Professor Barton's memory or observation 
must be defective if he cannot recall among his own 
personal acquaintances some incidents of the kind. 
True, we do not know the name of the old father 
whom Jesus had especially in his mind, or the names 
of his two sons, nor the exact place of his habita
tion; but the fact that such incidents are common in 
life shows that Jesus did not draw upon his imagi
nation, but upon his memory. The Professor is not 
only mistaken on this point, but he ascribes a value 
to this parable which it does not possess; for he says 
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that it has conveyed a knowledge of God's forgiv
ing love better than most of the incidents which 
have happened in history. It is not the parable which 
conveys the knowledge of God's forgiving love; it 
is that which the parable was intended to justify in 
the minds of the hearers of Jesus. He was receiving 
publicans and sinners. The Pharisees rebuked him 
for it, as being unworthy of a man professing holi
ness. In order to defend himself, he recited to them 
three parables, each containing an argument from 
analogy. First, that of the man with one hundred 
sheep, one of which had gone astray, who left the 
ninety and nine and hunted up the stray sheep, and, 
on finding it, called upon the neighboring shep
herds to rejoice with him. Second, that of the poor 
woman who lost one of ten pieces of silver, and 
who, after finding it by a careful search, called her 
neighbors together to rejoice for the piece that was 
found. Third, that of the father, one of whose sons 
had wandered off and was supposed to be dead, 
but who came home in extreme wretchedness and 
was joyfully received. These incidents, in which the 
Pharisees approved the conduct of the principal 
actors, were presented by Jesus to show how incon
sistent they were in disapproving his reception of 
penitent publicans and sinners. It was his conduct 
in the premises which has conveyed a knowledge 
of God's forgiving love, and not either or all of the 
three parables. The parable of the prodigal reveals 
only the forgiving love of his father; and it fails to 
do even this if it is a fiction. It is used only as an 
argument by analogy to justify Jesus in manifest
ing divine forgiveness toward sinful men. Whether, 
then, we consider the historicity of the story, or the 
meaning of it, Professor Barton shows a misunder
standing of it throughout. 

It is high time that these critics had ceased to 
speak of the parables of Jesus as fictions. They can 
not name a single one which is not based upon some 
actual occurrence. Even the parable of the tares 
-in which a man is represented as sowing tares 
in a neighbor's wheat field, a thing unheard of in 
America, and one which has been called in question 
many times by skeptical writers - is not to be set 
down as purely imaginary. Dean Alford, in his com
mentary on the passage, states as a fact of his own 
knowledge that a small wheat field in England had 
been poisoned in this way; and when we remem
ber that the fields of the Hebrews were nearly all, 
like those in France at the present day, very small, 

so that a malicious enemy might sow seed all over 
one of them in a single night, it is not at all sur
prising that this should have been done, and done 
in instances so frequent that the disciples were not 
surprised when Jesus made it the basis of a parable. 
This treatment of the parables of Jesus by this class 
of critics is but a specimen of the conjectural way 
in which they treat the whole Bible, Old Testament 
and New, and it shows how utterly unreliable their 
methods are. 

"It goes without saying." If it does, why not let 
it go that way, instead of saying it? Who originated 
this piece of nonsense? and why do sensible men 
keep using it? 

"I credit him with as much sincerity as i claim 
for myself." Perhaps you do; but this doesn't prey 
that he is more sincere than he ought to be. And if 
he is as sincere as you, this doesn't prove that any
thing he teaches is true. 

"New thought." The venders of quack medicine 
in order to keep up their reputations for original 
mode of treatment, have to be constantly inventing 
new num, with which to label their nostrums. So 
with the vender of patent notions in philosophy and 
religion. Every fellow who has become enamored of 
an old and explode notion, labels it New Thought," 
and immediately the suckers bite at it. 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0 1p2 

F 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

•Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

•Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church- Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
james 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 
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Potpourri ... 

N
ow we have another opportunity to scan 
the news, pick up items having to do with 
religion, morals and culture and report 

them to you. It is time consuming, but fun and we 
hope you find it informative and entertaining. 

Here goes ... 

Terrorism 
II WASHINGTON- A group called The Ad Hoc 

Committee of Americans for Transparency and 
Honesty in Religion has called on the organizers 
of tomorrow's "Islam on Capitol Hill" rally to de
nounce specific acts of terrorism. 

The "Islam On Capitol Hill" website says those 
assembled will pray "for the soul of America." It 
also proclaims - "Our Time Has Come." 

The rally, according to organizers, is intended 
only for prayer and no political speeches or signs 
will be permitted. 

Supreme Court to Consider fate of Moj1111e Cross 
•WASHINGTON (RNS) Does an offended ob

server who drives by a cross-shaped war memorial 
in the middle of the desert have a right to call for its 
removal? 

And can that 7 -foot cross stand without violat
ing the constitution's prohibition of government es
tablishment of religion? 

The Supreme Court will consider those ques
tions in the case of a cross-shaped World War I 
memorial that sits in California's Mojave National 
Preserve when it hears arguments next Wednesday 
(Oct. 7, 2009). 

Hello, Dalai 
• Memphis Mayor Pro-tem Myron Lowery has 

been catching a lot of heat for greeting the Dalai 
Lama last week with a fist bump aka ("terrorist fist 
jab"}. I think the bigger breach, of good humor if 
not protocol, was his salutation "Hello, Dalai!" 
echoing Louis Armstrong's famous tune. 

Judging by the video, the Dalai Lama didn't 
seem to mind, but this is a man who responds to 
Chinese taunts with an impish grin, so it's tough to 
say. 
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Awards 
• Mter a worldwide search, the first $100,000 

Fetzer Prizes for Love and Forgiveness were 
awarded Sunday (Sept. 27, 2009) to the Dalai Lama 
and retired South African Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu (Religion News Service}. 

A lew Minutes 
• NEW YORK - Tyler Perry, you've heard the 

name. And even if you don't know exactly who he 
is- writer, producer, director, and actor- you're 
probably familiar with his gun-toting grandmother 
alter-ego character from most of his films, Madea. 

In the last five years, five of the eight movies 
he has released have debuted at No. 1- including 

Joshua 
edited by Bill Cline 

This 1987 Firm Foundation lectureship book on Joshua 
is unique in its composition. Both exegetical and homi
letical, it contains a verse-by-verse commentary on the 
24 chapters of Joshua, plus 28 full-length sermons. The 
52 manuscripts were written by 27 gospel praachers 
including Bobby Liddell, Mac Deaver, Ira Y. Rice Jr., 

Bill Cline, Perry B. Cotham, H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, 
Guss Eoff, Jerry Moffitt, Garry K. Brantley, and others. 
LSAM03 hardback, 551 pgs. 

Topics include: 
The Basis of Faith 
Joshua, a Man of the Book 
The Wisdom of Faith 
The Faith of Rahab 
The Preparation of Faith 
The Commitment of Faith 

Law, Grace, and Works 
The Maturity of Faith 
Faith's Limitations 
The Sin of Procrastination 
The Dependableness of God's Word 
Faith's Farewell 

$17.95 
$5.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



his most recent film, "I Can Do Bad Al l by Myself." 
All of this from a man, who not roo long ago, w::ts a 
struggling p.laywright livi ng o ut of hi s car. 

Perry recently talked abo ut the new fi lm, how 
he deals with Madea's critics, and his sp iritual life. 
Some a nswers have been edited for length and 
clari ty. 

Q: Your movies always have a Christian theme, 
but how are yo u a re reaching unbelievers? 

A: It's clearly Madea. Madea is such an invit
ing figure. That's why I'll never change her. She' ll 
never be saved. She'll never be Christian. She is the 
disarmer to in vite people to come in and see the 
movie. And th en, I' ll have other characters repre
sent that, too . 

I don't want ro just do mov ies to do movies. 
I want to do movies that inspire, motivate, and 
change lives. And as long as I'm doin g that, 1 fee l 
like I'm doing the right th ing. 

Q: So, is Madea a Christian? 
A: See, the re are Christians who cuss and don't 

go to chu rch, I believe that she's one of those. 
Q: She's a nominal Christian ? 
A: Yeah, yeah. 
Q: Your movies a lways have plots that deal 

with sensitive issues with in the black communi ty. 
This movie deals with sexual abuse and alcoholism. 
What makes you stick to those issues? 

A: I just write fro m my experiences. How can 
I write something I don 't know anything about? I 
know these people, I know them. They're my family . 

Q: Do yo u go to church? 
A: It's reall y bad. It's so disrespectfu l. The last 

time I was in church was maybe New Year's and I 
was down on my knees, and there are people sli p
ping notes in my hands as I' m praying. It's so dif
ficu lt now because I miss it. W hen I go t o some 
churches, the se rmons become about me and they're 
mention ing me and talking. I just want to just go to 
chu rch. 

Raids 
• Marauding bands of guerrillas have crucified 

seven Christians during a series of raids on villages 
in Sudan. One of the men was tied to a tree and mu
tilated while six other victims were na iled to pieces 
of wood fastened to the gro und and ki lled. 

Villagers who found their bodies nea r the town 
of Nzara said it was like a "grotesque crucifixion 
scene" . 

Bishop Eduardo Hiiboro Kussala of Tombura
Yambio has now ap pealed for international help to 

stop t he attacks by members of the Lord's Resis
tence Army. 

No Medal 

• A memoir by George W Bush's former speech
writer claims that Bush ad ministra tion officials ob
jected to giving J.K. Rawling a presidential medal 
of freedom o n the grounds tha t her Harry Potter 
books "encouraged w itchcraft". 

Latimer, whose memoir Speech-Less: Tales of a 
White House Survivor was published last week by 
Crown in the US, says that the "narrow th inking" of 
"people in the White House" led them "to actually 
object to giving the author J.K. Rawling a presiden
tial medal because the Harry Potter books encou r
aged witchcra ft". 

One Man, One Woman 
• The Utah Attorney General 's Office has de

clined to prosecute a case of polygamy alone, citing 
resource issues of building prisons for tens of thou
sa nds of polygamists and creating an enormous 
burden o n the welfare system to care for their wives 
and children. Instead, prosecutors have fol lowed 
Utah Attorn ey Ge neral Mark Shurtleff's advice in 
going after crimes within polygamy - includ ing 
child -bride marriages, abuse, and fraud . 

.. 
• lrnR1l S.m~O\Utllll. 

...... _ .. --... . ...... -.... -

Homosexual iry 
and the Politics of Truth 

by Jeffrey Satinover M.D. 

A psychiatrist examines the latest research, refuting the 
alleged genet ic basis for homosexuality and assessing 
from a biblical perspective the social power homosexuals 
have gained. 0-801 0-5625-X pb, 288 pgs. 

$19.99 
$4.00 s&il • Texas reside111s add 6.25% lax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-621 6 
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Moonies 
• Four members of a seal stamp company in 

Osaka, Japan have been arrested for intimidating 
customers into buying expensive products. 

The suspects- whose company is connected to 
the Unification Church, are a religious cu lt - con
tacted three women through fortune-telling services 
and threatened them over many ho urs saying, "You 
will become ill," "Your life is in danger, " or "Your 
family line will fail. " 

Lawye rs engaged in support of spiritual sales 
victims have pointed o ut the link between th e 
company and the Holy Spirit Association for the 
Un ifica t io n of Wo rl d Christ ianity (Un ification 
C hurch) . 

Police wi ll investigate their relationship. 
Victims of sp ir itua l sa les by the Unification 

Church and other organizations have been increas
ing recently, says the National Network of Lawyers 
against Spiritual Sales, with a tota l of 1,510 damage 
reports made in 2008, up more than 200 cases com
pared to 2007. 

T he Mainich i Daily News Uapan) , Sep. 29, 
2009 -Summarized by Religion News Blog: 
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Adrift 
--... 

POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by Phil Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today's church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that 1 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can 1 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders address
es these questions by bringing us back to basic 
Bible teachings. Christians do not need to flounder 
in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that clearly 
points the way to the anchor of truth - the eternal 
foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.99 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundation 
P. 0 . Box 69 • Damon, TX 77 430 • 888-367-6216 
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The Unification Church, which since 1997 is of
ficially known as Family Federation for World Peace 
and Unification, operates under many names and has 
countless front groups, organ izations and business. 
The "Spiritual Sales" scam was a scam used by the 
Unification movement to swindle Japanese widows 
out of their life sav ings by pressuring them to spend 
tens of thousands of dolla rs o n relics that alleged ly 
had the power to free their deceased husbands and 
fa mily members from eternal punishment. It is es
timated tha t t he church scammed be tween $600 
million and $1 billion before the Japanese govern
ment cracked down on the practice. 

Ancestor Liberation is a new twist o n spiritua l 
sales. The main d ifference is that this scam is ai med 
at church members. I have obtained Unificatio n 
Church documents that indicate a particularl y dis
turbing element of the practice. What is particu la rly 
bizarre is that the liberation o f o ne's ancestors is ac
complished by a ttending workshops conducted by 
dead people- namely, the channeled spirits of Rev
erend Moon's mother-in-Jaw, Dae M o Nim and 
Moon's son, Heung J in Moon (aka H eungJin Nim) . 

Thank You 
• Burton Coffman in his commentary on Reve

lation, chapter 16, quotes Matthew 6:38, "If there
fore th e light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness" and makes this comment: 

"What does thi s mean? It means that institu
tions of learning, and even churches and religious 
organizations, are teaching: evolution humanism 

' l 

communism. libertinism, a new morality, atheism 
and a host of other lies. It means that churches 
are preaching the philosophies of men, the com
mandments of m en, the p rejudices of men, and 
the traditions of men instead of the word of God. 
It means that the prophetic voice of the scriptures 
no longer disturbs what few church-goe rs are left, 
the great worldwide mission o f saving souls havi ng 
been replaced by "socia l programs," endowing the 
church with her new status of carrying the bedpan 
for the s ick socie ty, .instead of procla iming the true 
light of the fire of God's word to a wicked world. 
Thank God, this picture is by no means true of all, 
bu t it is sufficientl y true to raise the question of 
whether or not the ange l o f God has poured the 
bowl of heavenly wrath upon the sun . The general 
apostasy of Christianiry is almost certainly indicat
ed by this. Instead of being lampbearers of the true 



light, many are instead merely waving the smoking 
torches of human wisdom." 

Terrorism 
• WASHINGTON- A group called The Ad 

Hoc Committee of Americans for Transparency 
and Honesty in Religion has called on the organiz
ers of tomorrow's "Islam on Capitol Hill" rally to 
denounce specific acts of terrorism. The "Islam On 
Capitol Hill" website says those assembled will pray 
"for the soul of America." It also proclaims - "Our 
Time Has Come." 

The rally, according to organizers, is intended 
only for prayer and no political speeches or signs 
will be permitted. Really? 

Anti-Abortion Amendment 
• WASHINGTON--Members of the Senate 

Finance committee rejected an amendment to 
strengthen anti-abortion measure in the Senate's 
health care reform package. 

Blasphemy DGy 
• Amherst, New York (Sept. 25, 2009) - The 

Center for Inquiry will draw attention in several 
major cities across the continent this Wednesday 
with its robust participation in International Blas
phemy Day. Events are scheduled for Los Angeles, 
New York, Toronto, Indianapolis, Washington, 

Searching 
for Biblical Truth 

By John Hobbs 

This new book focuses on a variety of subjects 
designed to get us to heaven. Verses often mis
understood are studied in-depth. Strong empha
sis on scripture; the Bible is the authoritative word 
of God. Designed for class study, the 13 chapters 
deal with topics such as Having a Faith That Will 
Take One to Heaven; He That Turneth Away His 
Ear From Hearing the Law; Repentance - Is It 
Necessary to Go to Heaven?; Sitting at the Feet 
of Baptist Scholars; A Study of John 3:5; A Study 
of John 3:16; A Study of Acts 16:31; The Suffer
ing Servant of Isaiah 53; The Way That Leads to 
Eternal Life; and more. paper back· 254 pages. 

$11.95 
plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 

D.C., Austin, Tucson, Tampa Bay, and Amherst, 
N.Y. 

Elements of the Campaign for Free Expression 
include: 

A Blasphemy contest to create a phrase, poem, 
or statement that considered blasphemous--dead
line Oct. 1. 

A Free Expression essay contest open to all stu
dents currently enrolled in accredited colleges and 
universities, with the winner receiving a $2,000 
award- deadline, Jan. 5, 2010. 

A cartoon contest, judged by professional car
toonists, in which the theme will be the doctrines 
of humanity's many and various religions (CFI aims 
to be as ecumenical as possible) - deadline to be 
announced. 

The launching of a new Web site, Please Block 
Us, featuring reports on recent censorship attempts 
and controversies as well as original material that 
would be suppressed under the laws of some coun
tries. It's an open invitation to oppressive govern
ments to block its material from their citizens' 
access, thus highlighting their opposition to free 
expression. Offending nations' names will be listed 
on the site. 

Public discussions and writings devoted to the 
contemporary champions of free expression. 

A petition drive urging relevant United Nations 
bodies not to limit speech critical of religion. 

Special events with prominent guest speakers; 
and much more. 

The motivation behind Blasphemy Day is to 
come up with ways to offend the religious. 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

• Two-year program 
• 2,600-plus class hours 
• Tuition-tree 
• Bible and related subjects 
• Qualified faculty 

Director 
Denver E. Cooper 

Hillview Terrace church of Christ 
Fourth & Willard Streets 

P.O. Box 785 • Moundsville, WV 26041-0785 
(304) 845-8001 
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Profile 
• Bob Abernethy recently caught up with 

writer, liberal activist and H arvard University theo
logian Harvey Cox at his retirement ceremony, after 
44 years of schola rship an d reachi ng at H arvard to 
d iscuss what he sees as religion's surp rising strength, 
a shift away from beliefs and hierarchies to an em
phasis o n indi vid ual faith . Cox a lso observes how 
Harvard has changed over the years. "When I first 
came here we didn't even have a reli gious studies 
program at H arvard College. The change that I've 
seen is the enormous growth in rhe hunger and in
te rest in religion and spirituality among students at 
th is university. It's phenomenal." 

Thomas Beveridge's Yizlcor Requiem 
• As Jews prepare ro obse rve rheir most sacred 

holiday, Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the 
program airs a story by correspondent Bob Faw who 
recently sat down with Thomas Beveridge, a church 
organist, choir directo r and composer of more than 
600 works. Beveridge spent over two years writing 
the Yizkor Req uiem, a work intended to bring us 
back to our beginnings - and our endings abom 
the experience of death. Perfo rmed in this segmem 
by Lo ndon's St. Marrin in the Fields Orchestra and 

The Elde rship 
J . W. McGarve y 
Those who are familiar with the congrega
tions throughout the brotherhood know that 
the subject of the eldership needs to be given 
much study. Elders, ministers, Bible teachers 
and students in general will welcome this 
reprint of brother McGarvey's book. Brother 
McGarvey's writings on any topic are worthy 
of serious consideration. 
BKFE02 pback, 79 pgs .................... $4.95 

Encouraging Elders 
Thomas Holland 
Strengthens, encourages, warns, and chal
lenges elders. A must read for every elder. El
ders say: "Speaks to the heart and soul of the 
lives of elders. I have not read anything more 
helpful." (Al ) "I do not know of any other 
book except the Bible, that will help elders to 
properly perform and be encouraged." (TN) 
~Your insight into our prob- terns and feelings 
IS accurate. [My) goal ... read this book once a 
month and every time doubt. frustra-tion, disap
pointment hamper my ability to serve.· (Fl) 
BKGK01 pback, 105 pgs ................ $7.95 

$3.25 s&h for one book • $4.50 for both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

3 4 January 20 10 
Finn Foundatiou 

Chorus, Beveridge exp la ins why he wanted nor just 
to rem ind li steners of what " rea ll y matters" but also 
ro combine musically, rwo fa iths, Christianity and 
Judaism . H e says he was inspired to compose this 
piece after the 1991 death of his father, an Epis
copal p riest and scholar w ho immersed himself in 
both faiths. 

(Overlooking and not caring that the new cov
enant is better than and superior to the first cov
enant (2 Cor 3 :1 -1 J). Jesus came ro take away the 
first that he mi ght establish the second (Heb 10:9). 
Salvation is o nl y in Jesus (Acrs 4:12). 

Misguided 
• (There is a move ab road to syncretize all reli

gio ns o f the world - Christ ian and non-Christian 
-under one global ban ner and make tha t on ly re
ligion for humankind. We need ro be aware of this 
program and point the world ro J esus who " is the 
blessed and o nl y Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord o f lords; who only hath immorra lity, dwell ing 
in light unapproachable; whom no man hath seen, 
nor can see: ro whom be honor and power eternal. 
Amen" (1 Tim. 6: J 5-16). 

Chicago, Illino is (Sept. 24, 2009)- In irs role 
as a leading fo rce for interreligious harmo ny, global 
peace and environmental sustainabiliry, the Council 
for a Pa rliament of the World's Religio ns announc
es ove r a dozen new speakers at the 2009 Parl ia
ment of the World Religio ns. The Parliament will 
be held in Melbourne, Austra li a, December 3 - 9, 
2009. With over 500 speakers, events and work
shops, the 2009 Parl iament of the World's Religions 
is the largest and most inclusive interreligious gath
eri ng in the world . Host fo r the 2009 Par liament is 
the Council fo r a Parliament o f the World 's Reli 
gio ns, which convenes Parliaments every five years, 
each in a different interna tio na l city. Past Parlia
ments have been held in Chicago (USA), Capetown 
(Sou th Afri ca) a nd Barcelona (Spain) . Bringi ng 
rogerher spiritual leaders and people of faith, the 
2009 Parliament aims to address our planet's most 
urgent issues while creating a worldwide movement 
founded on respect and understanding among the 
world's spiritual communities. 

Beware of Islam 
• Amherst, N .Y. (Sept. 18, 2009)- The lure o f 

Islam proved to be a tragic attraction for one young 
American woma n. In a groundbreakin g expose 
of religious conve rsion and irs aftershocks, th e 



October-November issue of Free Inquiry magazine 
details - in her own words- Lisa Bauer's down
ward spiral from her intellectual interest in Islam to 
full conversion, followed by years of fa ith-justified 
mental and sexual abuse a t the hand of her trusted 
tmam. 

"What Bauer experienced went beyond the sub
jugation of countless Muslim women under Sharia h 
law," said Free Inquiry editor Tom Flynn. 

Famed biologist and best-selling autho r Richard 
Dawkins, w ho mentored Bauer during her recovery, 
was so impressed and moved by her courage in the 
face of adversity that he brought her story to the at
tention of the editors of Free Inquiry. "I suggested 
that she write an account of her experience, perhaps 
eventually at book length, but first .. . as a series of 
three articles in Free Inquiry," wrote Dawkins in his 
introduction to Bauer 's essay. 

A_bide with ~e 
A photographic journey 

through Great British Hymns 

written by John H. Parker 

Visit the sites where 25 of the most popular 
hymns were composed. These sites brilliant
ly captured by internationally-acclaimed Irish 
photographer Paul Seawright and described 
by American writer and literary scholar John 
Parker - are presented here, many for the 
first time. Join us in this photographic journey 
across England and Wales as we highlight 
the places that gave birth to such inspiring 
and unforgettable music. 

Hardcover · 108 pgs. 

$19.99 plus $4.00 S&h 
Free CD with 24 hymns included 

Texas residents add 6.25% safes tax 

Firm Foundaton •1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

(Dawkins is a dedicated atheist and Free Inquiry 
is a voice for unbelief Dawkins turns the Lisa Bauer 
story into an attack on j esus and the Christian 
System. Still, what Lisa Bauer says about Islam is 
true and is a shocking report on what the women of 
Islam suffer under Shariah law.) 

To Be or Not To Be 

• (Charles Colson in discussing self-destructio n 
by adults observes the following:) 

W hil e ass is t ed-sui c ide is sti ll ill ega l w ithin 
Britain, a ttitudes are changing. For example, the 
Roya l College of Nurses has gone from being 
opposed to assisted-suicide to a position o f neutral
ity. You don't have to be an alarmist or even a pes
simist to guess what the next change will be. 

These changes coincide with the graying of 
the British population. C urrently, 20 percent of 
Britons are over 65, and that is projected to rise to 
30 percent by 2020. Pro-euthanasia advocates scoff 
at the idea that the elderly will be pressured to die 
by society, but British officials acknowledge the pos
sibility. One told the BBC that he wou ldn't want 
to live in a society that pressured its elderly to kill 
themselves to make li fe easier for their families. 

The government's way of preventing that is 
laws that "strike a balance," he said, between "sym
pathetic" cases and protecting the elderly. Bu t you 
and I know where the road paved w ith good inten
t ions leads. Wit hout a bright line around the sanc
tity of human life, the extreme inexorably becomes 
the mainstream. 

T he so-called "right to die" can become, as one 
American politician suggested, a "duty to die," es
pecially as the costs associated with an aging po pu
lation crowd out other priorities. 

There is only one insurance policy against this 
nightmare - an unquali fied commitment to the 
sanctity of life. FF 

Encouraging Deacons 
by Thomas Holland 

This book does not discuss in detail qualifications of 
deacons, but rather it speaks to deacons now serving 
and seeks to encourage, motivate, and provide infor
mation that will challenge deacons to render the best 
service they can give because the Lord Jesus Christ, 
deserves no less than that. BKGK05, paperback, 149 
pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h · Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Degrees of Reward or Punishment? 

Question: Are there degrees of reward or pun
ishment? Or are all in heaven rewarded the 

same, and all in hell punished the same? 

Answer: ''And that servant who knew his mas
ter's will but did not get ready or act according 

to his will, will receive a severe beating. But the one 
who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, 
will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom 
much was given, of him much will be required, and 
from him to whom they entrusted much, they will 
demand the more" (Luke 12:47-48). 

Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
For if the mighty works done in you had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be 
more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon 
than for you" (Luke 10:13-14). (See also Matt. 
10:15; 11:22, 23; Mark 6:11 and Luke 10:12). 

Degrees of Punishment 

These passages cause me to believe that there 
are degrees of punishment for the lost. Chorazin 
and Bethsaida were cities where Jesus had minis
tered, and in or near to which Jesus had worked 
many miracles. The feeding of the five thousand 
with just five loaves and two fishes occurred in 
"a desert place belonging to the city called Beth
saida" (Luke 9: 10). Tyre and Sidon were heathen 
cities whose punishment and destruction had 
been decreed by the Old Testament prophets 
(Ezek. 26-28; Isa. 23). 

Unless one wishes to presume that the people of 
Tyre and Sidon would be saved in the day of judg
ment, which in view of the prophetic denunciations 
against them seems highly unlikely, then it can only 
be "more bearable" for them by their punishment 
being somewhat less than the people of the Galilean 
cities Jesus named. 

The fact that punishment will be meted out in 
greater degrees to some than to others is consistent 
with the fact that punishment for sin is "wages" 
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(Rom. 6:23). Wages are paid in accordance with 
what is earned. 

Nothing in these passages, however, suggests 
that some sins are worse or deserving of more pun
ishment than other sins. The difference is not ac
cording to what sins were committed, but according 
to how much opportunity there was to know or do 
better than was done. 

Degrees of Reward 

I know of no passage, however, that suggests 
degrees of reward for those who are saved. One 
parable of Jesus seems to weigh against that idea. 
"The kingdom of heaven is like" a man who hired 
laborers to work in his vineyard. The ones hired 
early and the ones hired the last hour of the day 
were paid the same (Matt. 20:1-16). 

More certainly pertinent, however, is the fact 
that salvation is a free gift (Rom. 6:23). Some 
suggest certain Christians, those more advanced 
in spiritual maturity and greater in faith, may have 
greater capacity for happiness than others. "Every
one will get their bucket full, but some have bigger 
buckets than others," it has been suggested. 

The reasoning has a certain appeal, but I know 
of no biblical passage that suggests such a thing. 
I am leery of coming to any conclusion about life 
beyond this world on any basis other than biblical 
revelation. It is "our Savior Jesus Christ," who has 
"brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel" (2 Tim. 1:10). 

The gospel tells us that every faithful child of 
God has "an inheritance that is imperishable, unde
filed, and unfading, kept in heaven for you" (1 Peter 
1:4). "For in this way there will be richly provided 
for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 1:10-11). 

How can there be a greater reward than that! 
Faulkner University 

Montgomery, AL 

FF 



-Georgia-Directory Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7776. Sun. 

Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). Advertising in this section, 

$30 per line per year. 
-Missouri-

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O.Box69 

San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Fairbanks area- 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 
456-4921. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
876401, Wasilla, AI< (907) 745-3011 or (907) a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
373-5583 

-Alabama- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'" Ave., H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
available Loop on Hwy 190, tum east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 651-
9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by Lewis T. Oldham 

The original English version of brother Old- ham's 
lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and Maan Fuk 
Road Churches of Christ, Canton, China, 1931, 
was reprinted (1955). The book is the result of 
research in science, religion, and evidences of 
Christianity. He corresponded with noted Chi· 
nese scientists about"Peking Man" and evidences 
of the Flood. Harvard and Berkeley have used the 
information in this book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from firm foundation 

p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 
Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

,. 

Leetores on the 
Holy Spirit 
with charts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movemenr with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCR01, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-8653. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (1/2 

mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

Now available In large print 

-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-

Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367-6216 

Vision of the Ages 
orLeetares 
on the Apoea.J.wse 
A complete view of the Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 

hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (Including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$2.00 54:95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edttion) 
compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J . W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 5'/•". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.95 plus S2.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Gu~· ~-Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ............ BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&hlone book • $4. 75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready A.11s"'vers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3'h"x5Y.") puts scriptural answers 
to many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Ten 
Commandments 
Ycste~·duy and Todu~· 

bv Hur·!on Coffman 

Each chapter deals with one or the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light or the lime in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367..0216 
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Is Baptism Essential 
to Salvation? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

T his book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 argu
ments concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback 91pgs. 

$6.00 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 

by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural ap
proach to a very difficult subject, an ex
cellent study on the Holy Spirit and his 
work. Brother Winters shows through 
the scriptures that the Holy Spirit 
indwells and works through Christians 
now indirectly, that is through inspired 
truth, clearly refuting the belief of a lit
eral indwelling. BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Que.stions 
in the Old Testament -$4.99 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament- $9.99 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$3.00 s&h one book · $4.00 s&h both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet 
use of his writings. This is also true of 
study books written by qualified people 
with academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge $ 10. This section is 
designed to accommodate preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
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Preachers Needed 
Preacher wanted: The North 2nd St. Church 
of Christ in Clarksville, TN is seeking a gospel 
preacher. We wi ll fully support rhe work Lord 
willing. We are in a growing community that 
is home to Austin Peay State University and Ft. 
C.1mpbell Army Post. Send resume to N. 2nd Sr. 
Church of Christ, Arm: jason Sage, 782 N. 2nd 
Sr., Clarksville, TN 37040; jasonsage@hormail.com 

Seeking a Christian couple to serve on the Ship of 
Life in Cambodia. He should be a maintenance man 
familiar with diesel engines, generators, electrical 
and hydraulic sysrcms; she should be willing ro 
help our in rhe medical clinic. For additional 
information regarding rhe Ship, visit our websirc: 
www.parmersinprogress.org. Send resumes and 
lerrcrs of inquiry ro Ship of Life, P.O. Box 13989, 
Maumelle, AR 72113. 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher available for pulpir work, 
preferably wesr of Forr Worth, Texas. Over 40 
years experience wirh churches of Christ (nor 
liberal) preaching, teaching and writing. Please 
reply ro: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54134, Hursr, 
Texas 76054. 

Minister Wanted: The McPherson church of Christ 
is looking for a full-rime pulpit minister, a married 
man who is scriprurally sound and dedicated ro 
preaching rhe rrurh. In many ways we arc locared 
in a mission field. We supporr several mission efforts 
and are looking for a man who has a passion for 
losr souls. 

G. K. Wallace Tract 

Differences - Christian Church 
and Church of Christ 

(888) 367-6216 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99Ha rdback BKAX02 
plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 888-367-6216 

Our congrcgarion consists of abour 135 members 
led by two elders and served by 12 deacons. We 
have a full -time Yourh Minisrer and have maintained 
a youth program for many years. Our membership 
has been blessed wirh unity and shares a common 
love for one another and a love for rhe Lord. 

McPherson has a population of around 14,000 
and is locared in rhe cenrral parr of Kansas abour 
50 miles norrh of \Vtchira. It is a bcauriful, safe 
community rhar consistently ranks in rhc "Top 100 
Besr Small Towns in America." McPherson County 
was recently ranked number 3 in "Best Places ro 
Live in America" by Progressive Farmer magazine. 

lnrercsred applicants should send a resume with 
references ro: preacherscarch@mcphersoncoc. 
org; Mailing address: P. 0. Box 222, McPherson, 
KS 67460 

The Truth 
About Human Origins 

By Brad Harrub 
and Bert Thompson 

This investigation of man's origins exam
ines the fossil record, gender and sexual 
reproduction, language, the brain, mind and 
consciousness, skin color and blood types, 
etc. Each chapter presents an insurmount
able obstacle for evolutionary theory, and 
discusses current scientific data that uphold 
the creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 

$17.95 

Order from Firm Foundation 

r Jesus 
and the 
Resu•·r·ection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L. McKinle y 

An excellent study in the historical 
evidences for the resurrection of 
Christ. The book will he lp equip 
those who seek to reach the lost with 
important information concerning the 
foundation of the Christian faith in 
aneasy-to-read format. 1597811939, 
paperback, 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

(888) 367-6216 

For Sale 
Restoration Reprints, orher books ar grear prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Student? Moving to Atlanta? Welcome ro Avondale 
- an active congregation. 401 7 Memorial Dr., 
Decatur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Retire to Labelle, Florida, or come for vacation. 
Faithfu l congregation ro worship with. Central 
Church of Chrisr 60 Hendry Srreer Labelle FL 
33935 rclcphonc 863-675-4796. 30 minures from 
Fort Myers FL. Old Florida lifestyle. 

-If you need a Bible

call 

Firm Foundation 

(888) 367-6216 

Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by Tom Holland 

Provides insights into the nature of 
preaching, informative and 
inspira tional 
to men who a re beginning prepara tion 
for preaching. Blends a philosophy of 
preaching, practical instructions, and 
motivation; helpful, too, for older 
preachers who need reminding of the 
me thod, message and motivation in 
preaching. BKGK02 pback 230 pgs. 

$6.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Orde r from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
ever 

'rrials 
by lottie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappointment, pain, grief, doubt, 
this book of encouragement, enlightment, 
strength, direction from the life of job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gift book. 

$10.99 plus $3.50 s&h (hard cover) 
$7.99 plus $3.50 s&h (soft cove r) 
Te;cas residenrs add 6.25'Y• Iilii 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367·6216 
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Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, 
has done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you In winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201, 245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

Science 
and the Bible 
Vo/.1 

30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

uuu •· mom by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, at
mospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things gener
ally found around a person's house, and are really 
fun to perform. The book is especially useful for 
Bible class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

Vol. 1 ••• $11.99 $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

PORTRAIT OF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Little Rock, AR 

Pennit No. 307 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fills my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 
• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the readers 

attention 

• complete -leaves no questions, no lack of direction 
Don McWhorter 

host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 

Author of God's Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 0929540417 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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"The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal~ the Lord 

knoweth them that are his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 

Vol. 125 Houston, Texas • February 2010 No.2 

Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Salvation 
Revelation 7:1-17 

God made the universe for the specific purpose 
o f providing a testing-ground fo r sanctifi
cation . From the beginning, it was d estined 

to destruction. 
God made ma n and created fo r him a magnifi

cent ho me. A ca thedra l of ligh t and bea uty rises 
about the creature as testimony o f the existence of 
the M ighty Maker and his mindfulness of man. 1 

Yet the ho me o f man and a ll th at surro unds it 
is destined to a fi ery end. T he journey o f man and 
the ashes o f matter testify to the purpose o f God in 
creating th e world and its accruements. 

God d id not make man mere ly to make man 
happy. God mad e man to make him ho ly. 

" For this is th e w ill o f God, even your sanct
ification. "2 " For God called us not fo r uncleanness, 
but in sancti ficatio n."3 The infinite ho liness of God 
cries out fo r the ho liness o f his creature. When tha t 
noble a im achieves or fails, the p urpose o f creation 
will be co mplete and the experiment w ill terminate. 

In th e first six chapters of "The Revela tio n o f 

1 Ps. 19:1-4; Hcb. 2:6 
1 1 Thess. 4:3 
3 1 Thess. 4:7 

J esus C hrist, wh ich God gave him to show unto his 
servants, eve n the th ings w hich must shortly come 
to pass" we learned: 

• The glory of the pre-eminent Jesus 
• Jesus tells hi s church how to fi ght the good 

fight o f faith 
• The throne o f God and him w ho sits thereon 

is the authority for the revelation 
• The breaking of the seven seals, reveali ng the 

fou r horsemen 

• the soul s under the heave nly altar and the ir 
ceaseless cry for justice 

• the ult imate end of creation 
Now there is an interlude to show w ho will be 

saved, and de livered ou t o f the gigantic conflagra
tion, and preserved beside still wa ters. The "good 
fight of faith," also called, "the great tribulation," is 
the M ighty M aker acting on his p rerogative to cast 
into the fire what he bro ugh t into existence in the 
first place. 

It is creation reversed. 

(continued on page 6) 
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Editorial 

By What Manner of Law? 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

T o attempt to make the Bible contradict itself is a tacit 
accusation on the part of the redactor that some sacred 
scripture is not true. Truth agrees with itself because 

things that equal the same thing are equal to each other. Dis
agreement means somebody is wrong. 

Good people may discredit the Bible and not realize their 
mistake. For instance, the idea is projected that we either teach 
grace or law; mercy or rules; love or commands. The impres
sion is that grace, mercy, and love are in opposition to law, rule, 
and commands. 

Some suggest that if a person features compassion, he is nec
essarily against works, and that if works are emphasized, ten
derness is absent. This is a dishonorable way to deal with the 
Bible. The Holy Scriptures teach grace, mercy, love, tender af
fection, and gentleness but also teach rule, law, judgment, ven
geance, and wrath. These are not contrary to each other but are 
compatible, and gospel teaching must include both the good
ness and the severity of God. 

The conflict was displayed in the "man or the plan" argu
ment, which flashed up in the modern history of the church in 
the 1920s. It was an unnecessary waste. Wise people were able 
to see that when one features Jesus, he is not denying a scheme 
of redemption; and when one talks about the plan of salvation 
(faith, repentance, and baptism), he does not reject Jesus. 

We can and should talk about the great love of God demon
strated in his rich provision for humans and climaxed in .the "un
speakable gift of his son." Powerful preachers and effective teachers 
may speak of how "sorrow and love flowed mingled down" from 
Calvary's cross and still be firm in insisting on the importance of 
honoring God by strict obedience to his revealed Word. 

Men hardened on the battle lines and weathered by scorch
ing sun and driving rain may have their cheeks bathed in tears 
as they speak of the sacrifice of the lamb of God. In the next 
breath the same proclaimer of divine love may forcefully pres
ent the conditions of salvation and speak vividly of a world dis
solved in flames of fire and of relentless judgment. 

Mercy spurned demands destruction; judgment is without 
mercy to him who rejects mercy. There is both a soft and a hard 
side to the New Testament. It is inexcusable to think that be
cause a soldier has fought in a war he is incapable of compas
sion. The toughest worker, with calloused hands and wrinkled 



features, may have a tender heart. The weepy-eyed sentimental
ist may fully recognize the need for law and order. 

To project gospel preachers as mean-spirited because they 
do not exhibit daintiness is grossly unfair. The hardened and un
relenting debater may have a soft and sweet demeanor beneath 
the folds of his skin. I have seen men who seemed fierce melt 
into tears on occasion. The loudest and most uncompromising 
have moments of tenderness. 

On the other hand, I have seen tenderhearted men, who 
can scarcely bring themselves to contradict even the devil, show 
flashes of hard resolve. He may even have a venomous streak in 
him. Meanness can be covered by the appearance of sweetness 
in the same way a wolf can disguise itself with lambskin. 

One need not deny the rage of God to exalt his good will. 
1 ohn, the apostle, spoke of the "wrath of the lamb." Most re
markable! A lamb brings to mind meekness, silence, gentleness, 
and softness. When we think of wrath, we usually think of ven
geance, hardness, rejection, and punishment. A wrathful lamb 
must be a terrible thing to see. 

A loving, tender, compassionate God is capable of violent 
punishment. Isaiah calls divine chastisement God's strange work 
and act. God prefers to bless but he will avenge the blood of his 
sainted martyrs. When the wine press of God's wrath is trodden, 
the blood of the enemies of God will rise to the level of horses' 
bridles "as far as a thousand and six hundred furlongs." "Our 
God is a consuming fire." "It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God." 

Mercy can turn to unrelenting condemnation. There is a soft 
side and a hard side to the Christian system. He who rode upon 
a "colt the foal of an ass" to symbolize cutting off the battle bow 
and bringing harmony to the nations, will appear a second time 
astride a great, white charger wearing garments sprinkled by the 
blood of his enemies, with eyes of flaming fire, feet of burnished 
brass, and a sharp sword proceeding from his mouth. 

1 esus was introduced at the time of his birth as one set "for 
the rising and falling of many." He is either a "savor of death 
unto death" or a "savor of life unto life." He has warm, tender 
feathers under his pinions, but he also has a rod of iron. It is a 
mistake to emphasize one aspect of his nature against another 
appearance of his being. 

The business of trying to set the Bible against itself is the 
old story of trying to pit Paul against James. Luther thought the 
book of James was an epistle of straw because it spoke of works. 
He preferred Paul because he mistakenly thought Paul offered 
grace without law. He was wrong! Paul taught law and works as 
surely as did James; and James understood that austere obedi
ence does not deny the need for mercy. 

The old error continues. Even in the modern church we 
have a school of thought which says that grace and law are mu
tually exclusive and that faith bars works of obedience. Those 
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who deny the absoliite need for exacting submis
sion to the commands of God claim there are those 
who think they can be saved by personal righteous
ness apart from God's loving grace. I know of no 
professing believer, in or out of the church, who says 
that grace, mercy, and love are unnecessary. If there 
is such a one, I would appreciate having him pointed 
out to me. It is a fact that some argue against law, 
but no one argues against grace. 

Those there are who say that advocates of the 
teaching that "faith without works is dead" and 
"we are justified by works and not only by faith" 
and "to obey is better than to sacrifice" are guilty 
of either denying grace or of not putting enough 
emphasis on the clear necessity of the good gifts of 
God. I reckon that would make James wrong and 
Luther right. 

In the King James Version, James mentions 
"work(s)" 16 times, whereas the word grace is used 
only 3 times. Would it therefore follow that James 
puts 5 times more emphasis on works than he does 
on grace? Is it right to conclude that James does not 
believe in the need for the grace of God? Would a 
sane person claim that the disproportionate use of 
works over grace makes James evil and this teach
ing harsh? (Remember James was inspired by the 
Holy Ghost.) 

It is one thing to claim that not enough is said 
about the tender mercies of God and quite anoth
er to say there are those in the church today who 
deny the need for mercy altogether. The former is 
an opinion that may nor may not be correct. The 
latter is a lie. 

Paul wrote: "Where is boasting then? It is ex
cluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the 
law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man 
is Justified by faith without the deeds of the law" 
(Rom. 3:27-28). 

4 
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Notice that the apostle speaks of a law of works, 
but he also speaks of a law of faith. The law of works 
would be works without faith and absent grace. The 
law of faith is still law. Law, by definition, is rules, 
principles, stipulations and requirements. Law nec
essarily includes works. When Paul spoke of the 
"law of faith," he was agreeing with James who said 
"faith, if it hath not works, is dead being alone." 
Too bad for Luther. 

Paul is plainly saying that all good works, apart 
from faith, are blowing in the wind and are "tin
kling symbol and sounding brass." We cannot be 
saved byworks apart from faith. One cannot reach 
maturity sinless. One cannot be saved by his own 
plan (but that is not the same as saying that no plan 
of any kind is needed). We cannot save ourselves 
and therefore must have a "law of faith." When our 
faith causes us to obey the commands of God and 
thereby produces works of obedience to a God-giv
en law, it is made complete and causes us to be righ
teous before God. James put it this way: 

Was not Abraham our father justified by works, 
when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect? And the scrip
ture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed 
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteous
ness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only Uames 2:21-24). 

When Paul concludes "that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom 3 :28) he 
is not contradicting James, as Luther erroneously 
thought, but is saying, as the context shows, that 
we are· justified by a law of faith and not by law 
without faith. If a person could live in sinless per
fection, or if he could devise his own means of re
demption from sin's ruin, he would be saved by a 
law of works. Since he cannot do this, he must have 
a law of faith, which includes the blood of the lamb 
of God, repentance and baptism, which is another 
way of saying "grace," and by that law he is made 
righteous before God. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 is rescued from the appearance 
of denying other verses of scripture by this expla
nation. "For by grace (the gift of God's son and 
the gospel) have ye been saved through faith (law 
of faith, which includes repentance and baptism); 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not 
of works (human goodness and man-made rules for 



forgiveness), that no man should glory." As Paul 
explains in his Roman letter, there is no room for 
boasting if we are sinners unable to save ourselves 
apart from the law of faith, because we must rely on 
the amazing grace of God to be forgiven. No boast
ing. Not of works apart from God's mercy. Still, a 
law of faith is required that no man should glory." 

Grace does not dispense with law nor faith with 
works. 

No amount of sentimental blubbering is go
ing to change the truth that "the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then he shall reward every man according to his 
works" (Matt. 16:27). Not according to the works 
of Christ, but according to the works of the person 
being judged. 

The magnificent parable of the talents confirms 
that final judgment will turn on how well we obey 
the law of faith. The non-productive will be cast 
into darkness where there is weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 

And that servant, which knew his lord's 
will, and prepared not himself, neither 
did according to his will, shall be beaten 
with many stripes. But he that knew not, 
and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
be much required: and to whom men have 
committed much, of him they will ask the 
more (Luke 12:47-48). 

But after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God; Who will 
render to every man according to his deeds 
(Rom. 2:5-6.) 

And if ye call on the Father, who with
out respect of persons judgeth according 
to every man's work, pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear (1 Pet. 1: 17). 

And I will kill her children with death; 
and all the churches shall know that I am 
he which searcheth the reins and hearts: 
and I will give unto every one of you ac
cording to your works (Rev. 2:23). 

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened: 
and a other book was opened, which is the 
book life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works. And the 

sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to their works. An death 
and hell were cast into the lake of fir This 
is the second death. And whosoever w. not 
found written in the book of life was ca 
into the lake of fire (Rev. 20: 12-15). 

And to you who are troubled rest with 
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, In 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gos
pel of our Lord Jesus Chris Who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from th glo
ry of his power; When he shall come to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in 
all the that believe (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day (2 
Thess. 1:7-10). 

Let us give that some thought 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

Seventeen short verses describe and define 
this interval, introduced with an astounding 
declaration: 

"After this I saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that no wind should blow on the earth, or on 
the sea, or upon any tree. And I saw another angel 
ascend from the sunrising, having the seal of the liv
ing God: and he cried with a great voice to the four 
angels to whom it was given to hurt the earth and 
the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, 
nor the trees, till we shall have sealed the servants of 
our God on their foreheads''4 

The angels stand at the four directions of the 
compass- all around the earth, encircling it. The 
Bible mentions four winds of destruction several 
times. 5 The winds of woe stand in the wings of time 
and point to its total destruction. 

Early on Jehovah promised, "While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night 
shall not cease. "6 

The great Benefactor of humankind solemnly 
promised that the earth would be productive and 
its nourishment available to creatures as long as the 
world stands. 

The promise is also a statement that the earth 
would not always stand; there will come a time 
when the earth ceases and, obviously, everything in 
which there is the breath of life perishes. 

Angels of destruction are standing by, waiting 
for the moment when the Maker shall say, "blow it 
away." That danger is eminent but not imminent. 

Its eminence is seen in the fact that as long as 
the world stands there will be upheavals in na
ture, also wreck and ruin caused sometimes by 
wild beasts and other times by intelligent beings. 
The Bible tells us there will be hurricanes, torna
does, earthquakes, tidal waves, pestilence, famine, 
wars and rumors of wars as long as the universe 
continues7

• 

4 Rev. 7:1-3 
5 See Dan. 7:2 and jer. 49:36-37 
6 Gen. 8:22 
7 Matt. 24:6-8 

6 February 2010 
Firm Foundation 

When the inhabitants of earth have plunged 
themselves so deeply into wickedness that there is 
no turning back, then the four winds will bring the 
final devastation, reducing the creation to chaos, 
ruin, and desolation. 

An angel from the "sunrising" cries, "Hurt not 
the earth," that is, "do not bring its final destruction." 

The reason he gives for delaying the annihilation 
of the material universe is that the "servants of our 
God" have not yet been sealed "on their foreheads," 
which is to say that God "is longsuffering and not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance." Only Jehovah knows when the 
time for annihilation comes, but when it does, there 
will be no further delay. 

The angel from the East points out that total 
destruction of God's creation before the saved are 
sealed would be premature. 

God awaits the time when it is impossible for 
anyone else to obey the gospel of salvation ... when 
all of God's children are sealed. 
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In this book of symbols and figures, the Revela
tor uses the emblem of "sealed on the forehead" as 
identifying the saved. This is not a literal mark, but 
is a characteristic that everyone who sees will know 
and understand. 8 It is by trust and obedience that 
the children of God are "sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise. "9 

The question is: How many will be saved? The 
answer is: few and yet many. Many are called and 
few chosen in every generation, but as the number 
of generations increase the total number of the re
deemed multiplies. 

Sanctification is conditional. Many factors enter 
the redemption equation. God has a part in saving 
man and man has a part in his own salvation. There 
is something for God to do and there is something 
for man to do in bringing remission of sins to the 
human creature. 

God's part includes grace, mercy, patience, love, 
gentleness, Jesus' sacrifice, and the gospel. 10 God 
saves us by all of these things, but by none of them 
alone. 

There is also something for man to do. When 
Peter first preached the gospel on Pentecost (Matt. 
34) he told his Jewish audience, "Save yourselves 
from this crooked generation." 11 Jesus said, "He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 12 We 
are also told that repentance and confession are re
quired of sinful man if he is to be washed and made 
clean in the blood of the Lamb. 13 Man is saved by all 
of these things, but by none of them alone. 

"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, 
as some count slackness; but is longsuffering to you
ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance." 14 

Twelve Times Twelve 

The question of "How many will be transported to 
glory? seems to trouble many people. The simple 
and obvious answer is that all who obey the gospel 
will be "richly supplied" "entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." The 
Holy Scriptures do not supply the exact number, 

8 Matt. 12:50 
9 Eph. 1:13-14; 2:19-22; 4:11-16; Rom. 8:14-16 
10 Eph. 2:8-9; Heb. 4:16; John 3:16; Rom. 8:32; Rom. 1:16 
11 Acts 2:40 
12 Mark 16:16 
13 Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:9-10 
14 2 Pet. 3:9 

nor is it important for us to know this information. 
(If the number were supplied, then humans could 
calculate the time of the end. The Bible says only 
God has this information.) 

God does repeat that a remnant of both Jews 
and Gentiles will enter the heavenly Promised Land. 

He deals first with Israel: 

And I heard the number of them that were sealed, 
a hundred and forty and four thousand, sealed out 
of every tribe of. the children of Israel: 15 

or the trtbe of Judah were sealed twelve 
thousand: 

Of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand; 
Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve 

thousand. 16 

The figures given are plainly round numbers as 
each one is the same as all the others ... 12,000. 
This makes clear that the author of these words 
speaks in figurative terms. The point is that a mi
nority will be welcomed through the pearly gates 
and into the shining city of God. 

That comes as no surprise to the astute Bible 
student. Jesus said, "Many are called, but few are 
chosen." To emphasize that fact causes those who 
are earnest in seeking "a rich" entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of God to be diligent. There will 
be no haphazard entrance into that everlasting king
dom, but it is only for those who have made their 
best effort to please God by keeping his word. 

There were millions of Israelites on earth subject 
to the gospel's invitation of the grace of salvation. 
Each tribe mentioned in this Revelation passage had 
a sizeable population, but only "twelve thousand" 
would receive the Lord's smiling welcome into the 

•s The 144,000 of Revelation chapter seven has been hashed and 
rehashed and every conceivable and even some inconceivable theories 
have been spun from John's simple statement. It is not our purpose 
to take up the various fanciful and far-fetched opinions of starry-eyed 
speculators, but simply to point out the obvious meaning of the pas
sage in its text, context, and the larger context of the entire Bible. 
16 Rev. 7:4-8 

February 20 I 0 
Firm Foundation 7 



timeless city that lies foursquare. Painstaking effort 
is t herefore necessary to be among that number 
fo lded one day with the sheep of God. 

Only a mino ri ty of a minori ty receives an abun
dant entrance into that city where Jesus now pre
pares mansions for his child ren. 

In the book of Romans (9 :1 to 11:36), Pau l dis
cusses Israel's fu ture relati onship with God: 

• Salvation offered to all on feasible terms
same conditions ap ply to all (10 :1-13). 

• The disobedient, whether Jew o r Ge ntile, 
were left without excuse (10:14-21). 

• All Israelites were not rejected .. . some were 
saved (11 :1-5). 

• God rejected t he nation because it rejected 
him (11 :6-10). 

• Sa lvatio n is the gi ft of God and not fro m 
fa ultless keeping of the law (11 :6). 

• Israel's blindness caused rejection of the gos
pel (11 :7-10). 

• Gentiles saved th rough a better covenant 
(11: 11-26) 17

• 

• If Gentiles are un fa ithful , they will also be re
jected (11 :20-24) 

• Sa lvati o n .is by t he power of the gospel 
(11:25; Ro m 1: 16). 

• Israel, like all people, is to be saved by the 
gospel (11: 26). 

17 When, in verse 26, Pau l says, "and so sha ll all Israel be saved" he 
uses an adverb of manner, which means "and so (in this manner, that 
is, by the gospe l), shall all Israel be saved. " He is distinctly not saying 
that "all" Israel shall be arbitrarily saved because his entire argument 
is rh::tt only a few (a remnant) of the jews will be saved. He is saying 
thar every lsraelire who is eventuall y saved will be saved just like ev
eryone else who is saved, which is by rhe "power" of the saving gos
pel and man's respo nse ro ir in obedience (Rom. 1: 16; 1:5; 16:26). 
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• Anyone, Jew or Gentile, can believe, obey and 
be saved (11:27-32) 

God's wisdom transcends all human understand
ing (11:33-36). 

Twelve thousand from each of the twelve tribes 
(12,000 x 12, or 144,000) represent a minority o f 
the Jews. To project th is into a mass conversion of 
all Jews is wrongheaded, and misses the point.18 

The 144,000 are not exclusive (except that they 
are all Jews), but represent the assurance of Jehovah 
that the Israelites are not excluded from the mercy 
of God. 

An Uncountable Multitude 

In addition to the 144,000, there was a teemmg 
crowd too numerous to count: 

After these things I saw, 
and behold, a great m ultitude, which no man 

could numbe1; 
out of every nation and of all tribes and peoples 

and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
arrayed in white robes, and palms in their hands; 
and they cry with a great voice, saying, 
Salvation unto our God who sitteth on the 

throne, and unto the Lamb. 19 

God will gather to glory an uncountable multi
tude from all the earth, representing the saved of all 
ages. Old Testament worthies will be in that number 
and all w ho trust and obey since the cross w ill pass 
th rough gates of pearl to walk the street of gold and 
to see God even as he is and be like him. It will be an 
immense crowd because it includes the tota l number 
of the saved. 

Their happy voices shout the glad truth that "sal
vation belongs to our God." God is the author and 
finisher of sanctification. The one theme of inspired 
writing is to assure the entire world that the Living 
God is the only hope for man's holiness and endless 
satisfacti on. That is the whole purpose of creation 
and revelation.The saved "stand" before the throne 
and before the Lamb. To stand before God is to have 
his approval and blessing. White robes of holiness 

1s j udges 18 says the Dan ires did nor secure the land awarded ro rhem 
by lor when j oshua d ivided the land amo ng the j ews. T he people of the 
tribe of Dan migrated from rheir appointed homeland in the South ro 
territory in the fa r North of Canaan where rhey became extinct. The 
genealogical record of Chronicles drops Dan, and Rev 7 does not men
tion the rribe of Dan. If rhe rribc no longer existed, it could nor provide 
12,000 converts ro Christ. 
19 Rev. 7:9- LO 



cover their nakedness; they wave the emblems of 
victory, and shout with the voice of thunder, "Salva
tion belongs to our God." 

Ovenoming 

And all the angels were standing round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four living crea
tures; and they fell before the throne on their faces, 
and worshipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, 
and power, and might, be unto our God forever and 
ever. Amen. 20 

The universe is no more. God gathers the saved 
to his great fold. All heaven is rejoicing. The victory 
of truth and righteousness is undeniable. The defeat 
of error and unrighteousness is clear. The happiness 
of all heavenly creatures is perfect. 

The ultimate victory of the pure in heart is em
phasized by a one-question catechism: 

'?\nd one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
These that are arrayed in white robes, who are they, 
and whence came they? 

And I say unto him, My lord, thou knowest. And 
he said to me, These are they that come of the great 
tribulation, and they washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. ''21 

An elder identifies the white robed multitude. 
They came out of the "great tribulation." They 
were in the tribulation and came out of it. They 
had been in the thick of the fight between right and 
wrong (the "good fight of faith"). They were the 
foot soldiers who served in the army of the Lord 
in the spiritual battle between good and evil. They 
acquitted themselves with honor. They held firmly 
to the word of God and would not be moved. The 
blood of the Lamb made their robes white and they 
now turned happy faces toward the Rock of Ages. 

"0, Lord, I want to be in that number when the 
saints go marching in." 

The grand climax is reached, the summit at
tained, and the loud voices sound the beautiful 
refrain: 

"Therefore are they before the throne of God; 
and they serve him day and night in his temple: and 
he that sitteth on the throne shall spread his taber
nacle over them. 

20 Rev. 8:11-12 
21 Rev. 7:13-14 

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor 
any heat: for the Lamb that is in the midst of the 
throne shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them 
unto fountains of waters of life: and God shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes. "22 

Because of their valor, they fought long and 
well and because of their trust, their commander 
gives them rest. Their happy feet are jubilant. The 
Lamb is now their shepherd. The Heavenly Father 
spreads his protecting tabernacle over them. The 
Lamb leads them to the "fountains of the waters of 
life," and God "wipes away every tear." 

The book of Revelation is the story of overcom
ing and victory. 

22 Rev. 7:15-17 P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 

FF 

What You Need to Know 
About Islam & Muslims 
by George W. Braswell Jr. 
Dr. Braswell digs beneath the religion's seemingly harmless 

surface to reveal a rich, proud, and powerful force in world 
affairs. Glossary of special terms, maps of worldwide Islamic 
expansion, and a bibliography for further study, this book 
provides both a complete introduction and a comprehensive 
reference tool on Muslims - where they started, how they're 
positioned in today's social, political, and religious arenas, 
and where they're heading the 21st century. 
0-8054-1829-6, pback, 183 pgs. 
$9.99 • $3.50 s&h. 

Islam and Thrrorism 
by Mark A. Gabriel, Ph.D 
What the Quran really teaches about Christianity, violence 
and the goals of the Islamic jihad. Mark Gabriel, an ex
Muslim and former professor of Islamic history at AI-Azhar 
University in Cairo, Egypt, the most prestigious Islamic 
school in the world, explains why terrorists do what they do. 
His message is graphic and depicts the ruthless realities 
behind the teachings of Islam. 
0-88419-884-7, pback, 234 pgs. 
$13.99 • $4.00 s&h 

Answering Islam 
The Crescent in Light of the Cross 
by Norman L. Geisler 
and Abdul Saleeb 
Answering Islam evaluates the claims of orthodox Islam 
and examines the evidence for the Christian counterclaim, 
preparing you with strong apologetic answers. This revised 
edition contains more resources and updated information. 
0-801 0-6430-9, pback, 366 pgs. 
$16.99 • $4.50 s&h 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm Foundation • (888} 367-6216 

February 2010 
Firm Foundation 9 



(We have printed over the past months the introduction to Foxe's book of martyrs, thinking it would en
courage us to be stouthearted and brave in the service of Christ. Of course, there is nothing in literature that 
encourages true-hearted courage than does the sacrifice of jesus. Still, it is worthwhile to remember the early 
church fathers and their love of truth and devotion to inspired revelation, often culminating in a painful and 
bloody death. "Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, were still in heart and conscious free; How sweet would 
be their children's fate, If they, like them, could die for thee.") 

Foxe's Book of Martyrs- Part Ill 
The·Ten Primitive Persecutions 

The Ninth Persecution Under Aurelian, A.D. 274 

The principal sufferers were: Felix, bishop of 
Rome. This prelate was advanced to the Ro
man see in 274. He was the first martyr to 

Aurelian's petulancy, being beheaded on the twenty
second of December, in the same year. 

Agapetus, a young gentleman, who sold his es
tate, and gave the money to the poor, was seized as 
a Christian, tortured, and then beheaded at Prae
neste, a city within a day's journey of Rome. 

These are the only martyrs left upon record 
during this reign, as it was soon put to a stop by the 
emperor's being murdered by his own domestics, at 
Byzantium. 

Aurelian was succeeded by Tacitus, who was fol
lowed by Probus, as the latter was by Carus: this 
emperor being killed by a thunder storm, his sons, 
Carnious and Numerian, succeeded him, and dur
ing all these reigns the Church had peace. 

Diocletian mounted the imperial throne, A.D. 
284; at first he showed great favor to the Christians. 
In the year 286, he associated Maximian with him in 
the empire; anci some Christians were put to death 
before any general persecution broke out. Among 
these were Felician and Primus, two brothers. 

Marcus and Marcellianus were twins, natives 
of Rome, and of noble descent. Their parents were 
heathens, but the tutors, to whom the education 
of the children was intrusted, brought them up as 
Christians. Their constancy at length subdued those 
who wished them to become pagans, and their par
ents and whole family became converts to a faith 
they had before reprobated. They were martyred 
by being tied to posts, and having their feet pierced 
with nails. After remaining in this situation for a day 
and a night, their sufferings were put an end to by 
thrusting lances through their bodies. 
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Zoe, the wife of the jailer, who had the care of 
the before-mentioned martyrs, was also converted 
by them, and hung upon a tree, with a fire of straw 
lighted under her. When her body was taken down, 
it was thrown into a river, with a large stone tied to 
it, in order to sink it. 

In the year of Christ 286, a most remarkable af
fair occurred; a legion of soldiers, consisting of six 
thousand six hundred and sixty-six men, contained 
none but Christians. This legion was called the The
ban Legion, because the men had been raised in 
Thebias: they were quartered in the east until the 
emperor Maximian ordered them to march to Gaul, 
to assist him against the rebels of Burgundy. They 
passed the Alps into Gaul, under the command of 
Mauritius, Candidus, and Exupernis, their worthy 
commanders, and at length joined the emperor. 
Maximian, about this time, ordered a general sac
rifice, at which the whole army was to assist; and 
likewise he commanded that they should take the 
oath of allegiance and swear, at the same time, to 
assist in the extirpation of Christianity in Gaul. 
Alarmed at these orders, each individual of the The
ban Legion absolutely refused either to sacrifice or 
take the oaths prescribed. This so greatly enraged 
Maximian, that he ordered the legion to be deci
mated, that is, every tenth man to be selected from 
the rest, and put to the sword. This bloody order 
having been put in execution, those who remained 
alive were still inflexible, when a second decimation 
took place, and every tenth man of those living was 
put to death. This second severity made no more 
impression than the first had done; the soldiers pre
served their fortitude and their principles, but by 
the advice of their officers they drew up a loyal re
monstrance to the emperor. This, it might have been 



presumed, would have softened the emperor, but it 
had a contrary effect: for, enraged at their persever
ance and unanimity, he commanded that the whole 
legion should be put to death, which was accord
ingly executed by the other troops, who cut them to 
pieces with their swords, September 22, 286. 

Alban, from whom St. Alban's, in Hertford
shire, received its name, was the first British mar
tyr. Great Britain had received the Gospel of Christ 
from Lucius, the first Christian king, but did not 
suffer from the rage of persecution for many years 
after. He was originally a pagan, but converted by a 
Christian ecclesiastic, named Amphibalus, whom he 
sheltered on account of his religion. The enemies of 
Amphibalus, having intelligence of the place where 
he was secreted, came to the house of Alban; in or
der to facilitate his escape, when the soldiers came, 
he offered himself up as the person they were seek
ing for. The deceit being detected, the governor 
ordered him to be scourged, and then he was sen
tenced to be beheaded, June 22, A.D. 287. 

The venerable Bede assures us, that, upon this 
occasion, the executioner suddenly became a con
vert to Christianity, and entreated permission to die 
for Alban, or with him. Obtaining the latter request, 
they were beheaded by a soldier, who voluntarily 
undertook the task of executioner. This happened 
on the twenty-second of June, A.D. 287, at Verulam, 
now St. Alban's, in Hertfordshire, where a magnifi
cent church was erected to his memory about the 
time of Constantine the Great. The edifice, being 
destroyed in the Saxon wars, was rebuilt by Offa, 
king of Mercia, and a monastery erected adjoining 
to it, some remains of which are still visible, and the 
church is a noble Gothic structure. 

Faith, a Christian female, of Acquitain, in 
France, was ordered to be broiled upon a gridiron, 
and then beheaded; A.D. 287. 

Quintin was a Christian, and a native of Rome, 
but determined to attempt the propagation of the 
Gospel in Gaul, with one Lucian, they preached to
gether in Amiens; after which Lucian went to Beau
mads, where he was martyred. Quintin remained in 
Picardy, and was very zealous in his ministry. Being 
seized upon as a Christian, he was stretched with 
pullies until his joints were dislocated; his body was 
then torn with wire scourges, and boiling oil and 
pitch poured on his naked flesh; lighted torches 
were applied to his sides and armpits; and after he 
had been thus tortured, he was remanded back to 

prison, and died of the barbarities he had suffered, 
October 31, A.D. 287. His body was sunk in the 
Somme. 

The Tenth Persecution, Under Diocletian, A.D. 303 

Under the Roman emperors, commonly called the 
Era of the Martyrs, was occasioned partly by the 
increasing number and luxury of the Christians, and 
the hatred of Galerius, the adopted son of Diode
dan, who, being stimulated by his mother, a bigoted 
pagan, never ceased persuading the emperor to en
ter upon the persecution, until he had accomplished 
his purpose. 

The fatal day fixed upon to commence the 
bloody work, was the twenty-third of February, 
A.D. 303, that being the day in which the Termi
nalia were celebrated, and on which, as the cruel 
pagans boasted, they hoped to put a termination to 
Christianity. On the appointed day, the persecution 
began in Nicomedia, on the morning of which the 
prefect of that city repaired, with a great number of 
officers and assistants, to the church of the Chris
tians, where, having forced open the doors, they 
seized upon all the sacred books, and committed 
them to the flames. 

The whole of this transaction was in the pres
ence of Diocletian and Galerius, who, not content
ed with burning the books, had the church levelled 
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with the ground. This was followed by a severe edict, 
commanding the destruction of all other Christian 
churches and books; and an order soon succeeded, to 
render Christians of all denomination outlaws. 

The publication of this edict occasioned an im
mediate martyrdom, for a bold Christian not only 
tore it down from the place to which it was affixed, 
but execrated the name of the emperor for his in
justice. A provocation like this was sufficient to call 
down pagan vengeance upon his head; he was ac
cordingly seized, severely tortured, and then burned 
alive. 

All the Christians were apprehended and im
prisoned; and Galerius privately ordered the im
perial palace to be set on fire, that the Christians 
might be charged as the incendiaries, and a plausible 
pretence given for carrying on the persecution with 
the greater severities. A general sacrifice was com
menced, which occasioned various martyrdoms. 
No distinction was made of age or sex; the name of 
Christian was so obnoxious to the pagans that all in
discriminately fell sacrifices to their opinions. Many 
houses were set on fire, and whole Christian fami
lies perished in the flames; and others had stones 
fastened about their necks, and being tied together 
were driven into the sea. The persecution became 
general in all the Roman provinces, but more par
ticularly in the east; and as it lasted ten years, it is 
impossible to ascertain the numbers martyred, or to 
enumerate the various modes of martyrdom. 

Racks, scourges, swords, daggers, crosses, poi
son, and famine, were made use of in various parts 
to dispatch the Christians; and invention was ex
hausted to devise tortures against such as had no 
crime, but thinking differently from the votaries of 
superstition. 

A city of Phrygia, consisting entirely of Chris
tians, was burnt, and all the inhabitants perished in 
the flames. 

Tired with slaughter, at length, several gover
nors of provinces represented to the imperial court, 
the impropriety of such conduct. Hence many were 
respited from execution, but, though they were not 
put to death, as much as possible was done to ren
der their lives miserable, many of them having their 
ears cut off, their noses slit, their right eyes put out, 
their limbs rendered useless by dreadful disloca
tions, and their flesh seared in conspicuous places 
with red-hot irons. 

It is necessary now to particularize the most 
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conspicious persons who laid down their lives in 
martyrdom in this bloody persecution. 

Sebastian, a celebrated martyr, was born at Nar
bonne, in Gaul, instructed in the principles of Chris
tianity at Milan, and afterward became an officer of 
the emperor's guard at Rome. He remained a true 
Christian in the midst of idolatry; unallured by the 
splendors of a court, untained by evil examples, and 
uncontaminated by the hopes of preferment. Refus
ing to be a pagan, the emperor ordered him to be 
taken to a field near the city, termed the Campus 
Martius, and there to be shot to death with arrows; 
which sentence was executed accordingly. Some pi
ous Christians coming to the place of execution, in 
order to give his body burial, perceived signs of life 
in him, and immediately moving him to a place of 
security, they, in a short time effected his recovery, 
and prepared him for a second martyrdom; for, as 
soon as he was able to go out, he placed himself 
intentionally in the emperor's way as he was going 
to the temple, and reprehended him for his vari
ous cruelties and unreasonable prejudices against 
Christianity. As soon as Diocletian had overcome 
his surprise, he ordered Sebastian to be seized, and 
carried to a place near the palace, and beaten to 
death; and, that the Christians should not either use 
means again to recover or bury his body, he ordered 
that it should be thrown into the common sewer. 
Nevertheless, a Christian lady named Lucina, found 
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means to remove it from the sewer, and bury it in 
the catacombs, or repositories of the dead. 

The Christians, about this time, upon mature 
consideration, thought it unlawful to bear arms 
under a heathen emperor. Maximilian, the son of 
Fabius Victor, was the first beheaded under this 
regulation. 

Vitus, a Sicilian of considerable family, was 
brought up a Christian; when his virtues increased 
with his years, his constancy supported him under 
all afflictions, and his faith was superior to the most 
dangerous perils. His father, Hylas, who was a pa
gan, finding that he had been instructed in the prin
ciples of Christianity by the nurse who brought him 
up, used all his endeavors to bring him back to pa
ganism, and at length sacrificed his son to the idols, 
June 14, A.D. 303. 

Victor was a Christian of a good family at Mar
seilles, in France; he spent a great part of the night 
in visiting the afflicted, and confirming the weak; 
which pious work he could not, consistently with his 
own safety, perform in the daytime; and his fortune 
he spent in relieving the distresses of poor Christians. 
He was at length, however, seized by the emperor 
Maximian's decree, who ordered him to be bound, 
and dragged through the streets. During the execu
tion of this order, he was treated with all manner of 
cruelties and indignities by the enraged populace. 
Remaining still inflexible, his courage was deemed 
obstinacy. Being by order stretched upon the rack, he 
turned his eyes toward heaven, and prayed to God to 
endue him with patience, after which he underwent 
the tortures with most admirable fortitude. Mter the 
executioners were tired with inflicting torments on 
him, he was conveyed to a dungeon. In his confine
ment, he converted his jailers, named Alexander, Fe
lician, and Longinus. This affair coming to the ears of 
the emperor, he ordered them immediately to be put 
to death, and the jailers were accordingly beheaded. 
Victor was then again put to the rack, unmercifully 
beaten with batoons, and again sent to prison. Be
ing a third time examined concerning his religion, he 
persevered in his principles; a small altar was then 
brought, and he was commanded to offer incense 
upon it immediately. Fired with indignation at the re
quest, he boldly stepped forward, and with his foot 
overthrew both altar and idol. This so enraged the 
emperor Maximian, who was present, that he or
dered the foot with which he had kicked the altar to 
be immediately cut off; and Victor was thrown into a 

mill, and crushed to pieces with the stones, A.D. 303. 
Maximus, governor of Cilicia, being at Tarsus, 

three Christians were brought before hin1; their 
names were Tarachus, an aged man, Probus, and 
Andronicus. Mter repeated tortures and exhorta
tions to recant, they, at length, were ordered for 
execution. 

Being brought to the amphitheater, several 
beasts were let loose upon them; but none of the 
animals, though hungry, would touch them. The 
keeper then brought out a large bear, that had that 
very day destroyed three men; but this voracious 
creature and a fierce lioness both refused to touch 
the prisoners. Finding the design of destroying them 
by the means of wild beasts ineffectual, Maximus 
ordered them to be slain by the sword, on October 
11, A.D. 303. 

Romanus, a native of Palestine, was deacon 
of the church of Caesarea at the time of the com
mencement of Diocletian's persecution. Being con
demned for his faith at Antioch, he was scourged, 
put to the rack, his body torn with hooks, his flesh 
cut with knives, his face scarified, his teeth beaten 
from their sockets, and his hair plucked up by the 
roots. Soon after he was ordered to be strangled, 
November 17, A.D. 303. 

Susanna, the niece of Caius, bishop of Rome, 
was pressed by the emperor Diocletian to marry a 
noble pagan, who was nearly related to him. Refus
ing the honor intended her, she was beheaded by 
the emperor's order. 

Dorotheus, the high chamberlain of the house
hold to Diocletian, was a Christian, and took great 
pains to make converts. In his religious labors, he 
was joined by Gorgonius, another Christian, and 
one belonging to the palace. They were first tor
tured and then strangled. 

Peter, a eunuch belonging to the emperor, was a 
Christian of singular modesty and humility. He was 
laid on a gridiron, and broiled over a slow fire until 
he expired. 

Cyprian, known by the title of the magician, to 
distinguish him from Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, 
was a native of Natioch. He received a liberal edu
cation in his youth, and particularly applied himself 
to astrology; after which he traveled for improve
ment through Greece, Egypt, India, etc. In the 
course of time he became acquainted with Justina, 
a young lady of Antioch, whose birth, beauty, and 
accomplishments, rendered her the admiration of 
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all who knew her. A pagan gentleman applied to 
Cyprian, to promote his suit with the beautiful Jus
tina; this he undertook, but soon himself became 
converted, burnt his books of astrology and magic, 
received baptism, and felt animated with a power
ful spirit of grace. The conversion of Cyprian had 
a great effect on the pagan gentleman who paid 
his addresses to Justina, and he in a short time em
braced Christianity. During the persecutions of Di
odetian, Cyprian and Justina were seized upon as 
Chrisitans, the former was torn with pincers, and 
the latter chastised; and, after suffering other tor
ments, both were beheaded. 

Eulalia, a Spanish lady of a Christian family, was 
remarkable in her youth for sweetness of temper, 
and solidity of understanding seldom found in the 
capriciousness of juvenile years. Being apprehend
ed as a Christian, the magistrate attempted by the 
mildest means, to bring her over to paganism, but 
she ridiculed the pagan deities with such asperity, 
that the judge, incensed at her behavior, ordered 
her to be tortured. Her sides were accordingly torn 
by hooks, and her breasts burnt in the most shock
ing manner, until she expired by the violence of the 
flames, December, A.D. 303. 

In the year 304, when the persecution reached 
Spain, Dacian, the governor of Terragona, ordered 
Valerius the bishop, and Vincent the deacon, to be 
seized, loaded with irons, and imprisoned. The pris
oners being firm in their resolution, Valerius was 
banished, and Vincent was racked, his limbs dislo
cated, his flesh torn with hooks, and he was laid on 
a gridiron, which had not only a fire placed under it, 
but spikes at the top, which ran into his flesh. These 
torments neither destroying him, nor changing his 
resolutions, he was remanded to prison, and con
fined ina small, loathsome, dark dungeon, strewed 
with sharp flints, and pieces of broken glass, where 
he died, January 22, 304. His body was thrown into 
the river. 

The persecution of Diocletian began particular
ly to rage in A.D. 304, when many Christians were 
put to cruel tortures and the most painful and igno
minious deaths; the most eminent and paritcular of 
whom we shall enumerate. 

Saturninus, a priest of Albitina, a town of Af
rica, after being tortured, was remanded to prison, 
and there starved to death. His four children, af
ter being variously tormented, shared the same fate 
with their father. 
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Dativas, a noble Roman senator; Thelico, a pi
ous Christian; 

Victoria, a young lady of considerable family 
and fortune, with some others of less consideration, 
all auditors of Saturninus, were tortured in a similar 
manner, and perished by the same means. 

Agrape, Chionia, and Irene, three sisters, were 
seized upon at Thessalonica, when Diocletian's 
persecution reached Greece. They were burnt, and 
received the crown of martyrdom in the flames, 
March 25, A.D. 304. The governor, finding that he 
could make no impression on Irene, ordered her 
to be exposed naked in the streets, which shame
ful order having been executed, a fire was kindled 
near the city wall, amidst whose flames her spirit 
ascended beyond the reach of man's cruelty. 

Agatho, a man of a pious turn of mind, with 
Cassice, Philippa, and Eutychia, were martyred 
about the same time; but the particulars have not 
been transmitted to us. 

Marcellinus, bishop of Rome, who succeeded 
Caius in that see, having strongly opposed paying 
divine honors to Diocletian, suffered martyrdom, 
by a variety of tortures, in the year 324, conforting 
his soul until he expired with the prospect of these 
glorious rewards it would receive by the tortures 
suffered in the body. 

Victorius, Carpophorus, Severus, and Severia
nus, were brothers, and all four employed in places 
of great trust and honor in the city of Rome. Having 
exclaimed against the worship of idols, they were 
apprehended, and scourged, with the plumbetae, or 
scourges, to the ends of which were fastened leaden 
balls. This punishment was exercised with such ex
cess of cruelty that the pious brothers fell martyrs to 
its severity. 

Timothy, a deacon of Mauritania, and Maura 
his wife, had not been united together by the bands 
of wedlock above three weeks, when they were sep
arated from each other by the persecution. Timothy, 
being apprehended, as a Christian, was carried be
fore Arrianus, the governor of Thebais, who, know
ing that he had the keeping of the Holy Scriptures, 
commanded him to deliver them up to be burnt; to 
which he answered, "Had I children, I would sooner 
deliver them up to be sacrificed, than part with the 
Word of God." The governor being much incensed 
at this reply, ordered his eyes to be put out, with 
red-hot irons, saying, "The books shall at least be 
useless to you, for you shall not see to read them." 



His patience under the operation was so great that 
the governor grew more exasperated; he, therefore, 
in order, if possible, to overcome his fortitude, or
dered him to be hung up by the feet, with a weight 
tied about his neck, and a gag in his mouth. In this 
state, Maura his wife, tenderly urged him for her 
sake to recant; but, when the gag was taken out of 
his mouth, instead of consenting to his wife's en
treaties, he greatly blamed her mistaken love, and 
declared his resolution of dying for the faith. The 
consequence was, that Maura resolved to imitate his 
courage and fidelity and either to accompany or fol
low him to glory. The governor, after trying in vain 
to alter her resolution, ordered her to be tortured, 
which was executed with great severity. After this, 
Timothy and Maura were crucified near each other, 
A.D. 304. 

Sabinus, bishop of Assisium, refusing to sacrifice 
to Jupiter, and pushing the idol from him, had his 
hand cut off by the order of the governor of Tus
cany. While in prison, he converted the governor 
and his family, all of whom suffered martyrdom for 
the faith. Soon after their execution, Sabinus him
self was scourged to death, December, A.D. 304. 

Tired with the farce of state and public busi-
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ness, the emperor Diocletian resigned the imperi
al diadelT', and was succeeded by Constantius and 
Galerius; the former a prince of the most mild and 
humane disposition and the latter equally remark
able for his cruelty and tyranny. These divided the 
empire into two equal governments, Galerius ruling 
in the east, and Constantius in the west; and the 
people in the two governments felt the effects of the 
dispositions of the two emperors; for those in the 
west were governed in the mildest manner, but such 
as resided in the east felt all the miseries of oppres
sion and lengthened tortures. 

Among the many martyred by the order of Gale
rius, we shall enumerate the most eminent. 

Amphianus was a gentleman of eminence in Lu
cia, and a scholar of Eusebius; Julitta, a Lycaonian 
of royal descent, but more celebrated for her virtues 
than noble blood. While on the rack, her child was 
killed before her face. Julitta, of Cappadocia, was a 
lady of distinguished capacity, great virtue, and un
common courage. To complete the execution, Ju
litta had boiling pitch poured on her feet, her sides 
torn with hooks, and received the conclusion of her 
martyrdom, by being beheaded, April16, A.D. 305. 

Hermolaus, a venerable and pious Christian, 
ofa great age, and an intimate acquaintance of Pan
teleon's, suffered martyrdom for the faith on the 
same day, and in the same manner as Panteleon. 

Eustratius, secretary to the governor of Armina, 
was thrown into a fiery furnace for exhorting some 
Christians who had been apprehended, to persevere 
in their faith. 

Nicander and Marcian, two eminent Roman 
military officers, were apprehended on account of 
their faith. As they were both men of great abili
ties in their profession, the utmost means were 
used to induce them to renounce Christianity; but 
these endeavors being found ineffectual, they were 
beheaded. 

In the kingdom of Naples, several martyr
doms took place, in particular, Januaries, bishop of 
Beneventum; Sosius, deacon of Misene; Proculus, 
another deacon; Eutyches and Acutius, two laymen; 
Festus, a deacon; and Desiderius, a reader; all, on 
account of being Christians, were condemned by 
the governor of Campania to be devoured by the 
wild beasts. The savage animals, however, would 
not touch them, and so they were beheaded. 

Quirinus, bishop of Siscia, being carried before 
Matenius, the governor, was ordered to sacrifice to 
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the pagan deities, agreeably to the edicts of vari
ous Roman emperors. The governor, perceiving his 
constancy, sent him to jail, and ordered him to be 
heavily ironed; flattering himself, that the hardships 
of a jail, some occasional tortures and the weight 
of chains, might overcome his resolution. Being de
cided in his principles, he was sent to Amantius, the 
principal governor of Pannonia, now Hungary, who 
loaded him with chains, and carried him through 
the principal towns of the Danube, exposing him 
to ridicule wherever he went. Arriving at length 
at Sabaria, and finding that Quirinus would not 
renounce his faith, he ordered him to be cast into 
a river, with a stone fastened about his neck. This 
sentence being put into execution, Quirinus floated 
about for some time, and, exhorting the people in 
the most pious terms, concluded his admonitions 
with this prayer: "It is no new thing, 0 all-powerful 
jesus, for Thee to stop the course of rivers, or to 
cause a man to walk upon the water, as Thou didst 
Thy servant Peter; the people have already seen the 
proof of Thy power in me; grant me now to lay 
down my life for Thy sake, 0 my God." On pro
nouncing the last words he immediately sank, and 
died, June 4, A.D. 308. His body was afterwards 
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taken up, and buried by some pious Christians. 
Pamphilus, a native of Phoenicia, of a consider

able family, was a man of such extensive learning 
that he was called a second Origen. He was received 
into the body of the clergy at Caesarea, where he 
established a public library and spent his time in the 
practice of every Christian virtue. He copied the 
greatest part of the works of Origen with his own 
hand, and, assisted by Eusebius, gave a correct copy 
of the Old :restament, which had suffered greatly by 
the ignorance or negligence of former transcribers. 
In the year 307, he was apprehended, and suffered 
torture and martyrdom. 

Marcellus, bishop of Rome, being banished on 
account of his faith, fell a martyr to the miseries he 
suffered in exile, January 16, A.D. 310. 

Peter, the sixteenth bishop of Alexandria, was 
martyred November 25, A.D. 311, by order of 
Maximus Caesar, who reigned in the east. 

Agnes, a virgin of only thirteen years of age, was 
beheaded for being a Christian; as was Serene, the 
empress of Diocletian. Valentine, a priest, suffered 
the same fate at Rome; and Erasmus, a bishop, was 
martyred in Campania. 

Soon after this the persecution abated in the 
middle parts of the empire, as well as in the west; 
and Providence at length began to manifest ven
geance on the persecutors. Maximian endeavored 
to corrupt his daughter Fausta to murder Constan
tine her husband; which she discovered, and Con
stantine forced him to choose his own death, when 
he preferred the ignominious death of hanging after 
being an emperor near twenty years. 

Constantine was the good and virtuous child 
of a good and virtuous father, born in Britain. His 
mother was named Helena, daughter of King Coil us. 
He was a most bountiful and gracious prince, hav
ing a desire to nourish learning and good arts, and 
did oftentimes use to read, write, and study himself. 
He had marvellous good success and prosperous 
achieving of all things he took in hand, which then 
was (and truly) supposed to proceed of this, for 
that he was so great a favorer of the Christian faith. 
Which faith when he had once embraced, he did 
ever after most devoutly and religiously reverence. 

Thus Constantine, sufficiently appointed with 
strength of men but especially with strength of God, 
entered his journey coming towards Italy, which 
was about the last year of the persecution, A.D. 
313. Maxentius, understanding of the coming of 



Constantine, and t rustin g mo re to h is devilish a rr 
of magic rhan to the good will of his subjects, which 
he li ttle deserved, d ursr no t show hi mself o ur of the 
ci ty, no r encounter h im in the o pen fi e ld, but with 
privy garriso ns laid wait for h im by the way in sun
dry straits, as he shou ld come; with whom Constan
tine had d ivers skirmishes, and by the power of the 
Lord did ever vanquish them and pur them to fli ght. 

No tw ithstanding, Constantine yet was in no 
great comfort, but in great care and dread in hi s 
mind (approaching now near unto Rom e) fo r the 
magical charms and so rce ries of M axentius, where
with he had vanquished before Severus, senr by 
Ga le riu s against him. Wherefor e, be ing in grea t 
doubt and perplexity in himself, and revolving many 
things in his mind , w hat he lp he migh t have against 
the operat ions of h is charming, Constantine, in his 
journey d rawing toward the city, and cast ing up his 
eyes many rimes to heaven, in the south part, about 
the goi ng down of the sun, saw a great brightness in 
heaven, ap pearing in the similitude o f a cross, giv
ing this inscriptio n, In hoc vince, th a t is, " In thi s 
overcome." 

Eusebius Pamphilus do th witness tha t he had 
hea rd the said Constantine himse lf o ftentimes re
port, and a lso to swear this to be true and certa in , 
which he d id see with his own eyes in heaven, and 
a lso h is soldiers about him. At the sight w hereof 
when he was greatl y ast o nished , a nd consu lti ng 
with his men upo n the meaning thereof, beho ld, in 
the night season in his sleep, Christ appeared to h im 
with the sign o f the same c ross which he had seen 
before, bidding h im to make the figuration thereof, 
and to carry it in his wars before him, and so should 
we have the vi ctory. 

Constantine so established the peace o f the 
C hu rch th at fo r th e space of a tho usand years we 
read of no set pe rsecutio n against the C hristians, 
unto the time of John Wickliffe. 

So happy, so glo r ious was this victory of Con
stantine, surnamed the Great! Fo r the joy and glad
ness whereof, the ci t ize ns w ho had sent for him 
before, with exceed ing tr iumph bro ugh t h im in to 
the city o f Rome, w here he was most honorably re
ceived , and celebrated the space of seven days to
gether; having, mo reove r, in th e marker place, his 
image set up, ho lding in his right hand the sign o f 
the cross, with this inscrip tio n: 

"With th is w ho lesome sign, the t ru e token of 
fo rtitude, I have rescued and de li ve red our c ity 

from the yoke of the ty rant." 
We sha ll conclude o ur acco unt of t he te nth 

and last general persecu tio n w it h the death of St. 
George, rhe titular saint and patron of England. St. 
George was bo rn in Cappadocia, of Chri stian par
ents; and giving proofs of hi s courage, was promot
ed in the army of the empero r Diocletian. Duri ng 
the persecutio n, St. George th rew up his command, 
went bo ld ly to the sena te ho use, and avo wed his 
being a C hristian, taking occasio n ar rhc same time 
to remonstra te against paganism, and point our rhe 
absurdi ty of worshipping idols. T his freedom so 
greatly provoked rhe senate that St. Geo rge was o r
dered ro be to rtured , and by the emperor 's orders 
was dragged through rhe streets, and beheaded the 
next day. 

The legend of the dragon, which is associated 
with th is martyr, is usua lly illustrated by represent
ing Sr. George seated upo n a charging ho rse and 
transfi x ing th e mo nste r with his spea r. This fi ery 
d ragon symboli zes the devil , w ho was vanquished 
by St. George's steadfast fa ith in C hr ist, whi ch re
mained unshaken in spite of torture and death. 
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(Another intellectual giant that once walked our land is john W. McGarvey. At great personal sacrifice 
and loss this good man continued to teach the gospel as it is. His lessons are timely for every generation and 
so we are pleased to present another of McGarvey's sermons. You will be a better person for reading and 
studying it.) 

Believing a Lie 
By J. W. McGarvey 

I n 2 Thessalonians, second chapter, tenth to 
twelfth verses, the apostle speaks of "Them that 
are perishing, because they receive not the love 

of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 
cause God sendeth them a working of error, that 
they should believe a lie: that they all might be 
judged who believe not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness." 

It is quite a popular idea that it makes very little 
if any difference in religious matters, what a man 
believes, so long as he is sincere concerning it, and 
faithfully lives according to his belief; but while 
men thus think about religion, no man has the same 
thought in regard to any other human interest. For 
instance, a man believes in the soundness and good 
management of a bank, when it is about to break: 
does anyone think that the sincerity of his belief, 
backed up by large deposits and the purchase of 
large blocks of the stock, will make safe his invest
ment? Does not everybody know that the more sin
cerely a man believes in such a bank, the worse it is 
for hint? The hand of a young lady is sought by a 
designing man in whom she has the most unlimited 
confidence: will the sincerity of her faith in him pre
vent the life-long misery which he is sure to inflict if 
she marries him? The more sincerely she believes in 
him, the worse it is for her. The same is true of false 
beliefs in every department of human life and inter
est. The same is true in matters of State, of science, 
and of war. False theories of government work evil 
continually; false theories in science are clogs in the 
way of knowledge; and the belief of a lie has caused 
the defeat of many a brave army and the sinking of 
many a gallant ship. Strange, then, if it is not so in 
matters pertaining to the soul. Strange if the belief 
of an error in religion is just as well as belief of the 
truth. 

Paul was very far from entertaining this opinion. 
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In the passage before us, he represents certain per
sons as perishing because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be saved. He says, that 
"for htis cause," that is, because they receive not the 
love of the truth, "God sendeth them a working of 
error, that they should believe a lie." He can not 
mean that God causes them to believe a lie by any 
direct exertion of His power; for He never inter
feres in that way for the injury of any human being; 
but that in the workings of His providence He al
lows those who do not love the truth to be worked 
upon by error, so that they shall believe a lie. And 
the result of this he declares to be, "that they all 
might be judged who believe not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness." He uses the word 
judged here, as in many other places, in the sense 
of being judged adversely, or being condemned. 
The result, then, of believing a lie, in the case under 
consideration, is not salvation, but condemnation; 
and that condemnation will be eternal, unless in the 
tender mercy of God it be forgiven before death in
tervenes. Notice, too, that he connects this belief of 
a lie with a failure to love the truth, and with taking 
pleasure in unrighteousness. It is but a natural con
sequence that the belief of a lie is injurious in some 
way; and especially that it leads away from the love 
of the truth, and from the paths of right doing. Be
lief of the truth alone leads to love of the truth, and 
to the practice of righteousness which truth always 
demands. 

Our Lord taught in person the same doctrine 
on this subject that is here taught by Paul. He said 
of the Pharisees, "They are blind guides. And if the 
blind guide the blind, they shall both fall into the 
ditch." According to this, the blind guide will not 
escape falling into the ditch because he is blind; on 
the contrary, his blindness is the very cause of his 
falling in. So with the blind man who is guided by 



him. We know that this is literally true of the physi
cally blind, and the Lord's purpose here is to teach 
that as it is with the physically blind, so it is with 
the mentally and spiritually blind. By the ditch into 
which they fall is meant the evil consequences into 
which misguidance naturally leads men in spiritual 
matters. 

There is an incident in Old Testament history 
which I think must have been brought about, so far 
as God directed it, for the very purpose of illustrat
ing this great lesson to us, as well as for teaching it 
to the generation in which it occurred. It is the in
cident of the young prophet from Judah, who was 
sent to rebuke the image-worship set up at Bethel 
by Jeroboam. Having established himself as king of 
the ten tribes after their revolt against Rehoboam, 
son of Solomon, he soon concluded that if his sub
jects should continue going to Jerusalem to wor
ship, as the law required, and especially if they 
continued to attend the annual festivals, where all 
the twelve tribes were accustomed to meet in reli
gious fellowship, they would eventually grow dis
contented with their divided state, and would kill 
him and return to their old allegiance under the 
house of David. To avoid this disaster, he made two 
calves of gold, set one up at Bethel, and the other at 
Dan, and said to the people, "It is too much for you 
to go up to Jerusalem; behold thy gods, 0 Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." 
He was the first king of whom we read who set up 
a religion of his own to support the throne; but he 
has had a multitude of followers; for this is the real 
purpose of every State religion down to the pres
ent day. He also appointed a feast on the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month, in imitation of the Feast 
of Tabernacles, which was held in Jerusalem on the 
same day of the seventh month; and on the first 
day of that feast he went up to his new altar to burn 
incense for the first time. 

God was of course beholding these proceedings, 
and He sent a prophet out of Judah, who arrived 
in Bethel just in time to witness this first burning of 
incense. He made his way through the great crowd, 
close up to the king, who stood before the altar, 
and cried out, "0 altar, altar, thus saith Jehovah: 
Behold, a child shall be born in Judah, Josiah by 
name; and upon thee shall he sacrifice the priests 
of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and 
men's bones shall they burn upon thee." And he 
gave a sign that these words should be fulfilled, 

saying, "Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes 
that are upon it shall be poured out." The altar was 
immediately rent asunder, and the ashes, including 
the incense, I suppose, was spilt upon the ground. 
The king in great wrath put forth his hand, and ex
claimed to those about him, "Lay hold of him." But 
the moment he uttered the words he felt a stiffening 
of his arm, and realized that he could not draw it 
back to his body. The bystanders saw this, and not 
one of them dared to lay hands on the prophet. The 
king's tune changes. He says to the man of God, "In
treat now the favor of the Lord thy God, and pray 
for me, that my hand may be restored." The prophet 
did so, and the hand was restored as suddenly as it 
has been stiffened. The prophet is now a wonderful 
man in the eyes of the king. Wrath is turned into 
admiration, and he says, "Come home with me, and 
refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward." What 
a surprise to the poor prophet! Invited to dine, and 
to receive a reward, yes a royal dinner and a royal 
reward, where he had reason to expect only hatred 
and threats! How glad he would have been to go! 
What a feast he would have enjoyed, what a reward 
he would have received, and what honor he would 
have had in the eyes of the people! But he answered, 
"If thou wilt give me half thy house, I will not go in 
with thee, neither will I eat bread or drink water in 
this place: for so was it charged me by the word of 
God." He turned on his heel, and started home by a 
different road. 

Now here is a man to be admired. He was so 
courageous that in obedience to the command of 
God he defied the power of the king; he was so free 
from ambition as to resist the flattering invitation of 
the king; and he was so unselfish as not to be in
fluenced by the king's money. He was proof against 
fear of danger, against flattery, against avarice. And 
the way in which he resisted the temptations of flat
tery and avarice, is the more remarkable from the 
consideration that he certainly could not have seen 
a reason why he should not eat and drink there if he 
was hungry. Moreover, if he had been disposed to 
resort to pleas of expediency, he might have thought 
that the unexpected invitation of the king should be 
accepted as a step in the direction of gaining his good 
will and thereby winning him back to God. But with 
the plain command of God before him, he made no 
parley with expediency. Implicit and unquestioning 
obedience was evidently his rule of life. A man with 
such a rule may be a hero. A man without it never 
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leaves the world better than he finds it. 
In this same city of Bethel, almost under the 

shadow of Jeroboam's golden calf, we are told that 
there dwelt another prophet, an old one. He, of 
course, was opposed to this false worship; but he 
had consulted expediency, and had kept his mouth 
shut. One of his own sons had been in the crowd 
which assembled to witness the inauguration of 
the new altar; for the children will go to see the 
sights, especially if their fathers do not sternly re
strain them. The son ran home when the young 
prophet had disappeared, and told his father all that 
had been said and done. Though too cowardly to 
act such a part himself, the old man was instantly 
fired with admiration for his daring fellow-prophet, 
and he felt that he must have him in his house to 
break bread with him: so he ordered his son to sad
dle the ass, and he hurried off to bring the prophet 
back. He found him dismounted, and sitting under 
the shade of an oak. Hurrying up to him, he said, 
"Come home with me and eat bread." The young 
man answered him as he had answered the king 
about eating and drinking in the place. But the old 
man was so eager to have him come that he made 
up a lie, and said to him, "I also am a prophet as 
thou art; and an angel spake to me by the word of 
the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee into thy 
house, that he may eat bread and drink water." This 
lie prevailed. The man who was proof against dan
ger, against flattery, against avarice, was overcome 
by the plausibility of a lie. Notice, now, that it is not 
a bad man, but a brave and good man, who is thus 
overcome. Even such a man is not free from danger 
at this point. Many a man just as brave and true in 
many particulars, has been led to his own undoing 
by the belief of a lie. 

No doubt the old man's table was spread with 
the best the house afforded, and the two were en
joying themselves to the utmost when the Spirit of 
God came upon the old prophet and forced from his 
lips this solemn sentence: "Thus saith Jehovah: For
asmuch as thou hast been disobedient to the mouth 
of Jehovah, and hast not kept the command which 
Jehovah thy God commanded thee, but had come 
back, and eaten and drunk in this place, thy carcass 
shall not come to the sepulchre of thy fathers." The 
joyful feast ended in gloom. The young man depart
ed with a sense of guilt weighing him down; and he 
wondered, no doubt, what mysterious fate was in
volved in the words which had come from the Lord. 

2 0 February 2010 
Firm Foundation 

He was not long in finding out; for he had gone but 
a short distance toward home wheri he saw a lion 
rushing upon him. He sees the glare of the lion's 
eyes, he feels the powerful claws as they drag him to 
the ground; the horrid mouth of the beast is opened 
upon him, he feels the crushing in of his ribs, and 
then he feels and sees no more. What do you sup
pose was uppermost in his mind as his life was be
ing crushed out of him? Was it the thought of the 
lion, or was it the thought of his sin? 0 brethren, 
what can be the thought of danger or pain when 
we are dying, compared with the thought that we 
are dying in sin? God grant that no one of us shall 
have such an experience. The same day there came 
into the city from that road some men who said that 
they saw the strange sight of a lion standing by the 
side of a dead man, whom he had slain but had not 
eaten, and the man's ass standing by unharmed. The 
old prophet knew what it meant. He ordered out 
his ass once more, hastened down the road, found 
it as the men had said, brought the carcass home 
with him, and buried it in his own sepulchre. When 
the sad work was done, he said to his sons, "When 
I am dead, bury me in the sepulchre where the man 
of God is buried; lay my bones by the side of his 
bones." This was a poor atonement for the ruin 
which his lie had wrought, but it was the best that 
he could do. 

You can now see very plainly that this incident 
happened for a type, as Paul said of many other Old 
Testament incidents, and that it was written for our 
admonition. It was written to warn us against the 
belief of a lie. The fate of the young prophet cries 
out like the blast of a trumpet to startle us from our 
fancied security, and makes us look around to see if 
we, too, are in any such peril. Perhaps you are ready 
to say that the sin of the old prophet in this case 
was greater than that of the young one; and you 
think it strange that the less guilty was the one who 
perished. Well, there was an abundance of texts 
and incidents to show the sin of lying, and the evil 
consequences which must follow it; and nobody, 
either then or now, needed any particular instruc
tion about the sin of the old prophet; but the world 
needed a lesson on the subject of believing a lie; so 
the young prophet was slain to teach this lesson, 
while the old man was left to God's ordinary meth
od of dealing with liars. No doubt he got his des
erts sooner or later. I think you will all agree with 
me that this very singular piece of inspired history 



confirms most strikingly, and illustrates most aptly 
the teaching of Paul and of Jesus on the subject of 
believing a lie - of being guided by blind guides. 

In view of the solemn lesson now before us, 
taught both in the Old Testament and in the New, 
it becomes a question of transcendent importance, 
How shall we be sure that we are not believing lies; 
that we are not being led by blind guides? This last
named figure of speech may help us to an answer. 
If I am a blind man myself, I should have more 
sense than to let another blind man guide me. He 
may guide me a little way and not lead me into a 
ditch; but when I start to follow his guidance, I can 
not know but that the second step I take will be a 
sudden plunge into a ditch from which I can not 
get out. I must, then, take pains to let no one guide 
me but those who can see. But how can I determine 
who among all those proposing to guide me in reli
gious matters are the men who can see - who are 
not blind men? I answer, there is one set of men, 
and only one, whom we can trust implicitly. We 
know that they are not blind: I mean the Lord Jesus 
and his apostles. We have their written instructions 
on the way of life, and they are not so voluminous 
or so obscure as to be unintelligible in regard to 
what is sinful. We may be in doubt, as we study 
them, over many questions of history and of ex
egesis, but rarely can we be in the least suspense, if 
we have a willing heart, as to what is sinful. Having 
found this, we ought to be able, and we shall be, to 
prevent any man from leading us into such error as 
shall cause us to commit sin - sin of omission or 
sin of commission. 

I suppose, that in the actual experiences of life, 
we seldom encounter a severer trial than did the 
young prophet of whom we have said so much. 
The lie which deceived him was told by a prophet, 
and told as coming from God through an angel. It 
would seem at first glance, that he could scarcely 
have failed to believe it; that he could scarcely be 
blamed for believing it. His respect for the pro
phetic order to which he himself belonged, and 
his confidence in the veracity of the holy angels, 
seemed to require him to believe the story. Why, 
then, was he censured for believing it? The answer 
is at hand. He knew that a prophet told him to eat 
and drink in Bethel; he knew that if the prophet 
told the truth, an angel had commanded him to 
do so; but he also knew, beyond a doubt, that God 
Himself had told him not to eat and drink in that 

place. His obvious duty, then, was to answer the old 
prophet according to this knowledge. He should 
have said to him, I suppose that you are a prophet, 
as you claim to be; it is possible, as you say, that an 
angel has sent you with this message; all this may be, 
or it may not be; but one thing is absolutely certain, 
and that is, that God has commanded me not to eat 
or drink in your city, and I will obey Him, even if all 
the prophets on earth and all the angels in heaven, 
were to countermand His order. Such a determina
tion to obey God at all hazards, would have saved 
him from sin, and from an untimely death. It is just 
such faith as this that is enjoined in the New Testa
ment. Paul says, in one of his outbursts of eloquence, 
"Let God be true, and every man a liar." And again 
he says, to some to whom he had preached the gos
pel: "Though we, or an angel from heaven should 
preach unto you any gospel other than that which 
we preached unto you, let him be anathema. "He 
says this, and lest any man might think he had gone 
too far, or was speaking at random, he immediately 
repeats it. He was speaking of men who were per
verting the gospel, and were thus making it a differ
ent gospel. They of course claimed to be preaching 
the true gospel, and this was the lie that they were 
propagating. This warning is found in the first chap
ter of the epistle to the Galatians, and farther on in 
the same epistle we find that some of the Galatians 
had believed the lie, and that in consequence, they 
had become alienated from Paul; they had come to 
regard him as an enemy; and they were desiring to 
go back under the law, where Christ would profit 
them nothing. They knew very well what Paul had 
taught on the subject, but, deceived by blind guides 
who had come among them, they were knowingly 
departing from Paul's teaching. These blind guides 
did not die without leaving a progeny behind them. 
Ever since their day, and even in ours, there have 
been teachers who knew more than Paul did, who 
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could criticise Paul and tell wherein he made mis
takes in his teaching, or taught things not adapted 
to a more enlightened age. Some of the breed, both 
male and female, are still alive, and you will do 
well to steer clear of them if you would guide your 
own barque in safety. All sorts of doctrines are be
ing taught by all sorts of men and women; and it 
becomes a man who wishes ever to please God, to 
keep his head level, and his eye fixed on the plain 
teachings of the Lord and the apostles, if he would 
not believe a lie and be condemned. 

In the next place, let me say that there is one lie 
which has been propagated wherever the gospel has 
been preached, and more industriously, perhaps, 
than any other. It has also proved more fatal, at 
least in Christian lands, than any other lie that I can 
think of. It is the lie constantly palmed off on sin
ners, "There is time enough yet." It comes from the 
father of lies; it bids a man to neglect his surrender 
to Christ, to continue in sin, and to flatter himself 
that in so doing he is neither doing himself injury 
at present, nor endangering his eternal welfare. Un
der this fatal delusion, men and women are dying 
by the thousands without God and without hope. 
Have any of you been victims of it? I doubt not that 
you have. I beg you now to cast aside this fateful 
falsehood, and take into your mind the unquestion
able fact, that if you are to prepare your sinful soul 
for dwelling with God and angels, you have not a 
moment to lose. You know this very well, when you 
stop to think. It is only in your unthoughtful mo
ments that you believe, or try to believe, the lie. 

It is in the neglect of duty, rather than in overt 
acts of sin, that the belief of this lie, and of some 
others, shows its most baneful effects. How many 
there are, among even those who have made a sur
render to the Lord, who still neglect important du
ties from day to day, under the delusion that it is a 
small matter to do this for a while, and that there 
is time enough yet in which to become punctilious 
servants of the Lord! And then, there are certain 
views entertained and propagated among believ
ers themselves, the inevitable effect of which, if not 
their intended effect, is to breed a neglect of our 
duties. There are theories, for instance, in regard to 
the first act of consecration required of a penitent 
sinner, the ordinance of baptism, which have this 
effect. We are told, again and again, that baptism is 
nothing but an external ordinance which can not be 
a matter of great importance in a spiritual religion; 
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and that, therefore, it maybe neglected, or changed 
in form, without peril. If we insist upon its strict 
observance, we are called ritualists or something 
else that is supposed to be a reproach to us; and if 
we exhort men, what Peter did, to repent and be 
baptized for the remission of sins, we are charged 
with teaching salvation by water. Now the whole 
effect of this teaching, or rather this railing, is to 
discourage the observance of that solemn ordinance 
of which even under John's administration of it, our 
Lord himself said: "The Pharisees and the lawyers 
rejected for themselves the counsel of God, not be
ing baptized by him." The belief of any lie leading 
men to neglect this ordinance, is the more likely 
to be fatal from this fact that the forgiveness of all 
our past sins is connected with it; and, if, in the ne
glect of it, we are saved at all, it will be because, for 
reasons which God has not revealed to us, he shall 
both forgive these sins in the absence of one of the 
conditions which he has prescribed, and also for
give the neglect of that condition. Who is willing to 
risk his soul on an uncertainty like that? I trust that 
none of you will think of it for a moment. I beg of 
you to cast aside the fatal delusion that there is time 
enough for you to surrender to the authority of 
your Lord, and any delusion which may have been 
palmed off upon you in regard to the importance of 
prompt obedience in that ordinance which stands 
between you and the forgiveness of your many sins. 
Let not a day pass over your heads till, with a pen
itent soul, you are buried with Christ in baptism, 
and shall have risen to walk with him in a new life. 
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(Hugo McCord was a prince among men. He was a ripe scholar, but did not allow his scholarship to get 
in the way of his good judgment. He loved the Lord and the church with all his heart and has now gone to 
enjoy the benefits of his long and faithful service. Among the last of McCord articles is this one dealing with a 
much misunderstood passage. Serious Bible students will enjoy this important study. This posthumous article 
is a tribute to its author.) 

11My God, My God, 
Why Have You Forsaken Me?" 

By Hugo McCord 

I. David 
David's earnest prayer: 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me? Why are you so far from helping me? 
Why do you not hear my anguishing cry? 
My God, I call in the daytime, but you do 
not answer; and at night, but I have no 
relief (Ps. 22: 1-2). 

He suffered much from the anger and jeal
ousy of King Saul. More than once Saul hurled 
a spear at David (1 Sam. 18:11; 19:10). While 
David was hiding "in the wilderness of Ziph, 
"Saul "sought him every day" (1 Sam. 23:14). So 
it is no wonder that the frightened David thought 
that God had forsaken him. But in divine provi
dence we read that "God did not deliver him into 
his [Saul's] hand" (1 Sam. 23:14). "[T]he Lord 
was with him, but had departed from Saul" (1 
Sam. 18:12). 

Later, when David had lied to Ahimelech the 
priest, and had committed adultery with Bathsheba 
(2 Sam. 11:2-4), and had her husband Uriah killed 
(2 Sam. 11:6-24), even then God did not forsake 
David because he could see deep penitence in 
David, as he prayed: 

Be gracious to me, 0 God, according to 
your kindness; according to the multitude 
of your tender mercies blot out my trans
gressions. Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. I ac
knowledge my transgression and my sin is 
always before me (Ps. 51:1-3). 

We cannot understand how God could forgive 
a lying, adulterous murderer, but "God sees not 

as man sees, for man looks at the outward appear
ance, but the Lord looks at the heart" (1 Sam. 16:7). 
What does he see in my heart? And yours? The Lord 
said, "I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man 
after my heart" (Acts 13:22). Thank God, it is hu
manly possible to have a heart like God's! Jesus also 
thought it is possible, saying, "Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God" (Matt. 5 :8) . David 
so touched God's "own heart" (1 Sam. 13:14) he 
swore "to David my servant" that he would "estab
lish his descendants forever, and his throne as the 
days of heaven" (Ps. 89:3, 29). The Lord said to Da
vid, "[Y]our house and your kingdom shall endure 
before me forever; your throne shall be established 
forever" (2 Sam. 7:16). 

After David's death (970 B.C.), Isaiah (about 
700 B.C.) predicted the coming of Christ, putting 
him "on the throne of David and over his" kingdom 
"forevermore" (lsa. 9:7). Jesus would become an
other "David," said Ezekiel (about 600 B.C., [Ezek. 
37:24]). Consequently we are not surprised that the 
New Testament begins with the statement, "The 
book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David" (Matt. 1:1). 

As David was a king, so Jesus, "the son of Da
vid," was "born to be a king" Uohn 18:37; Acts 
2:30-36). However, his kingdom is "not of this 
world" Uohn 18:36), but David's was by military 
strength (2 Sam. 8: 1-15). David wore a crown "of 
gold" (2 Sam. 12:30), while Jesus wore "a crown of 
thorns" (Matt. 27:29). Jesus' kingdom is invisible in 
the hearts of his citizens (Luke 17:20-21), a king
dom of "righteousness and peace and joy" (Rom. 
14:17; Heb. 1:8). 
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II. Jesus 
We have seen that a tormented, suffering David was 
mistaken in praying "My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?", for God did not forsake him. 
But what about a Jesus, tormented, suffering, dying, 
hanging by nails on a cross, praying with the same 
words that his ancestor mistakenly prayed? 

David thought that God had forsaken him, but 
Jesus knew that God had not forsaken him. Jesus 
knew that he was part of the Father's "eternal pur
pose" (Eph. 3: 11) of love to save sinners by sending 
his Son to die as the "Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world" Oohn 1:29; 3:16). 

On the cross, in the eyes of the mocking priests, 
scribes, and elders, Jesus appeared to be God-for
saken, as they cried out, "He trusted in God. Let 
God now save him if he desires, for he said, 'I am 
the Son of God"' (Matt. 27:41-43). But Jesus knew 
he was not God-forsaken, and he had announced it: 
"I came to this hour for this reason" Oohn 12:27) . 

In heaven, before he came to the earth, one can 
picture Jesus hearing God's asking, "Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?" (cf. Isa. 6:8), and of 
Jesus' reply, "I come! ... I delight to do your will, 0 
my God" (cf. Ps. 40:7-8). 

Down on the earth Jesus had announced, "I 
always do the things pleasing to him" [the Father] 
Oohn 8:29). "The Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life to take it again. No one takes it from 
me. I myself lay it down ... This commandment I re
ceived from my Father" Oohn 10:17-18). "I am not 
alone: the Father who sent me is with me" O ohn 
8:16). 

But if the Father loved Jesus Oohn 10: 17), and 
never leaves him alone Uohn 8:29), why on the 
cross did Jesus pray, "My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?" (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). Had 
the Father forsaken the Son of his "love"? 0 ohn 
3:35), the Son whom he never leaves "alone"? 
Oohn 8:29), the Son who obeyed his Father's com
mandment to lay down his life? Uohn 10:17-18), 
the Son who "always" did "the things pleasing to 
him"? Oohn 8:29). IMPOSSIBLE! 

Somehow the words of Jesus' prayer, "My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?", says Adam 
Clarke (Y, 277), "could not be used by our Lord in 
the sense in which they are generally understood, ... 
for he well knew why he had come unto that hour; 
nor could he be forsaken of God, in whom dwelt 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9)." 
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Hugo agrees with Adam Clarke. It would have been 
impossible for the Son (a part of the Godhead) to 
think that the Father (another part of the Godhead) 
would forsake him. His prayer must have had an
other meaning. 

Dedicated People 
But I rejoice that there have been and are men and 
women who had and have hearts after the Lord's 
"own heart" (1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 13:22), to whom 
the Lord "himself has promised, 'I will never leave 
you, and I will never forsake you"' (Heb. 13:5). 

The list of such blessed people begins with Abel, 
who "through his sacrifice, though he is dead, he 
yet speaks" (He b. 11:4 ), and the list continues with 
Enoch, "taken up without dying," having "received 
testimony that God was pleased with him" (Gen. 
5:21-24; Heb. 11:5). If God is pleased with us we 
will "sit with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 8: 11). 

But the majority of people choose the wide gate 
and the broad road "that leads to death," that is, 
to "the hell of fire" (Matt. 7:13-14; 5:22). Sadly, it 
must be reported, that they will be forsaken by God 
forever, some "because of unbelief" (He b. 3: 19), 
some because of "disobedience" (Heb. 4:6), some 
because of "fornication" (1 Cor. 5: 1), and some, 
like Demas, because they "loved this present world" 
(2 Tim. 4:10). 

If, after they have escaped the defile
ments of the world, by the knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and are overcome, 
their last condition is worse than the first. 
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It would have been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, 
than, having known it, to turn back from 
the sacred command delivered to them. 
It has happened to them according to the 
true proverb: "A dog returns to his own 
vomit, and a sow that has bathed herself to 
a wallowing in the mud" (2 Pet. 2:20-22). 

On the other hand, "few" people ("few" com
pared with the billions of people who have lived, 
who live now, or maybe will live) choose to en
ter the small gate and walk the narrow road that 
leads to eternal life "in the world to come" (Matt. 

7: 13-14; Mark 10:30). But those "few" people, who 
choose the small gate and the narrow road, are "an 
uncountable multitude - from every nation and 
from every tribe, from all peoples and languages" 
(Rev. 7:9). Their clothing will be white because 
they have "washed their robes, and have made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb" (Rev. 7:14). The 
Lord "will guide them to fountains of waters of life, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes" 
(Rev. 7: 17). To them God "himself has promised, 'I 
will never leave you, and I will never forsake you!"' 
(Heb. 13:5). P.O. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 
FF 

(Islam has three "holy" books- the Koran, Hadith, and Sharia Law, which is the rule by which Islam 
proposes to rule the world. Make no mistake, Muslims are fundamentally committed to the global dominance 
of their religion and, consequently, the eradication of all other religious groups. The iron-fisted manner in 
which Islam imposes its will in countries in which they are the majority is the spirit by which they would 
exert mastery over all the inhabitants of earth, if they could. Because of this it is important for us to be in
formed about Sharia Law.) 

Sharia Law 
By Carl Moeller 

Ask many Muslims to describe how to fix 
the problems of society and they will say, 
"More sharia law." Ask many Christians liv

ing in those same societies, and they will answer, 
"Less sharia." From Iran to Gaza, from Indonesia 
to Pakistan, Islamists are working night and day to 
direct their nations according to what they see as 
the pure dictates of Islam and away from the cor
ruptions of modern life. 

For Christians living in Muslim-majority re
gions, sharia is always the wrong answer. 

Sharia is Muslim law handed down after the 
death of Muhammad in the 7th century and solidi
fied in its current form around the year 1000. "The 
root meaning of sharia is 'way, path, road and high
way,"' said Ane Mulder, former staff member with 
the Islam Open Doors International Study Center. 
"Its primary use was to designate the camel's path 
to the well, the path to life. It is from here that 
the specifically religious use emerged as the rule of 
law, the system of laws or even the totality of the 
prophet's message. This message guided the com-

munity of believers on the divine path towards the 
good life." 

However, sharia, wherever it has been imple
mented, has displayed a dark side, both to Muslims 
and to religious minorities. Sharia allows for thieves 
to face the amputation of their hands, perceived 
adulterers to be stoned, apostates to be executed, 
and the testimony of women to count far less than 
the testimony of men in court. In its extreme forms, 
such as in Saudi Arabia, women are covered from 
head to foot and are often forced to stay indoors, 
out of sight. 

For Christians and other non-Muslim groups, 
sharia (or just a pro-sharia mind set) enshrines their 
permanent second-class status. In Pakistan, which 
began introducing various forms of sharia about 
30 years ago, a law prohibiting blasphemy against 
Muhammad and Islam has been used by unscrupu
lous Muslims to harass, intimidate, attack, jail and 
even kill their Christian neighbors. According to 
the 2009 Open Doors World Watch List, seven of 
the 10 countries which are the worst persecutors of 
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Christians are Muslim. They include Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Somalia, Maldives, Yemen and 
Uzbekistan. 

Sharia's mindset is increasingly finding its way 
into the West. Five years ago in the Netherlands, 
a Muslim extremist shot and stabbed outspoken 
Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh on the street in 
Amsterdam for making films critical of Islam. 

This fall, the United Nations General Assembly 
will vote on the Defamation of Religions Resolu
tion, a measure backed by repressive Muslim gov
ernments as a tool to suppress religious minorities. 
"The protection of speech about religion is particu
larly important since persons of different faiths will 
inevitably hold divergent views on religious ques
tions," said Hillary Clinton, the U.S. Secretary of 
State, about the resolution. "These differences 
should be met with tolerance, not with the suppres
sion of discourse." 

In Great Britain, the country's growing Muslim 
community now has government-sanctioned sharia 
courts. "The government has quietly sanctioned the 
powers for sharia judges to rule on cases ranging 
from divorce and financial disputes to those involv
ing domestic violence," reports The Sunday Times. 
"Rulings issued by a network of five sharia courts 
are enforceable with the full power of the judicial 
system, through the county courts or High Court. 
Previously, the rulings of sharia courts in Britain 
could not be enforced, and depended on voluntary 
compliance among Muslims." 

Meanwhile, the Islamist extremist group Isl
am4UK is holding rallies demanding that sharia be 
implemented across Great Britain. 

Sharia has some prominent proponents in the 
West. Dalia Mogahed, executive director of the 
Gallup Center for Muslim Studies, asserts that 
sharia is a positive force for female empowerment 
worldwide. "Muslim women don't regard sharia as 
impeding their rights," Mogahed told Christianity 
Today. "They may in fact see it as a road to prog
ress." Mogahed, co-author of the book Who Speaks 
for Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really Think, 
says sharia provides a check on male exploitation 
of women. 

Yet some Muslims are beginning to express a 
contrary view. 

When I spoke out against the Defamation of Re
ligions Resolution in New York City recently, I met 
some unexpected allies. Baha'is, moderate Muslims 
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and Jews stood with Christians to oppose restric
tions on the freedoms of speech and religion -
which, after all, are enshrined in the UN's Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

In Pakistan, which is experiencing turmoil as 
the government tries to crack down on the Taliban, 
increasing numbers of citizens are publicly opposing 
the blasphemy laws. "The law is wrong and must be 
done away with," said Hilda Saeed of the Women's 
Action Forum. "Pakistan has one of the poorest re
cords when it comes to protecting minorities." 

It appears that two trends concerning sharia are 
on a collision course: one that seeks more religious 
liberty and another that seeks less. The good news 
is that we need not frame the debate in terms of 
Islam against the West, because in some respects the 
discussion is occurring among Muslims themselves. 

But there can be no question about which side 
Christians are on. The Bible is the basis for our be
lief and should direct our paths in all areas of our 
lives. 

The spread of sharia is disconcerting and a 
threat to all believers. So please pray for the tens of 
thousands who worship our Lord living under the 
oppression of sharia law, especially Muslim Back
ground Believers. Pray that Christians will stand 
strong in their faith despite intense persecution. 

1 Dr. Carl Moeller, president and CEO of Open Doors USA 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord- Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation- 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church -Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
James 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6:19 



Breaking the Silence 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2005/oct/05/broadcasting.saudiarabia 

ffi
ia al-Baz's popularity as a TV news pre
nter was always an implicit threat to Saudi 
abia's repressive, male-dominated culture. 

But it wasn't until her husband beat her so badly 
he thought he had killed her - and she decided to 
publish the photos of her injuries - that she really 
shook Saudi society. She talks to Ed Vulliamy about 
what happened when she dared to challenge the 
culture of violence against women 

By the time she was in her early 20s, Rania al
Baz had become one of the best known and best 
loved faces in her home country of Saudi Arabia. As 
presenter of a programme called The Kingdom This 
Morning on state-owned television, her hair was al
ways covered by a hijab, as is required, but her face 
remained uncovered, and she would choose heads
carves of defiantly flamboyant colours to cover her 
immaculately styled hair. She became, for hundreds 
of thousands of Saudi women, admirable, enviable 
and challenging- and, thus, an implicit threat to a 
society in which women are forced to cover them
selves, are not allowed to drive, cannot vote or par
ticipate in political life, cannot leave home unless 
accompanied by a chaperone or travel without au
thorisation from a father or husband, and cannot 
establish a business without a male sponsor. 

Then, suddenly, on April 13, 2004, Baz disap
peared from the airwaves. When she emerged two 
weeks later, her face was all over the newspapers, 
but it was barely recognisable. Her husband had 
savagely assaulted her, slamming her face against 
the marble-tiled floor of their home until it suffered 
13 fractures. He was disposing of what he assumed 
to be her dead body when she showed signs of life 
and, panicking, took her to hospital, where doctors 
gave her only a 70o/o chance of survival. 

During the days in which Baz was in a coma, 
fighting for her life, her father took photographs 
of her grotesquely disfigured face. And after she 
recovered, she decided to permit the photographs 
to be published, thus doing what no woman in the 
Kingdom had ever done. Of course, there was noth
ing particularly unusual about her bruises: Baz was 
a victim of one of the world's most common, and 

least punished crimes. But in Saudi Arabia especially, 
Baz had shattered a wall of silence about domestic 
violence. The images of her grotesquely bruised and 
swollen face sent shockwaves through her country 
and around the world, casting an unwelcome but 
glaring spotlight on the abuse of women that thrives 
behind the mask of Saudi religious dogmatism. Baz 
would also go on to divorce her husband- almost 
unheard of in Saudi Arabia, where divorce is invari
ably the other way round - and win custody of her 
children, again in defiance of precedent. 

Fifteen months after the attack that nearly killed 
her, Baz is in Paris, visiting for a few days. We had 
intended to meet in Jeddah, where she lives, but 
she feels safer, she says, talking outside Saudi Ara
bia. "It would have been hard for me, even for you 
maybe, to talk there- who knows?" So instead we 
meet at a hotel in the Latin Quarter. This evening, 
she wears no hijab; she is carefully made up, her 
hair meticulously cut. "I love Paris," she enthuses, 
surveying the night. "It is a lovers' city." She and 
her husband, Mohammed al-Fallatta, came here for 
their honeymoon. '~t first," she says, "we could not 
be parted. He swept me off my feet." 

After 12 operations, Baz has recovered her 
beauty - if anything, the few scars that remain 
are cogent, rather than disfiguring. She sips a glass 
of St. Emilion and emphasizes that she is a devout 
Muslim - "but I do not think about who is Mus
lim or who is Christian - we all come from God." 
"But," she adds, "none of this is about a religion, it 
is about society. What happened to me happens to 
women all over the world. But you can take what 
happens to women all over the world, and in Saudi 
Arabia, multiply it by ten." 

"It is a society in which we have the worst of all 
worlds. We have a private, closed society according 
to the Bedouin tribal system, mixed with Givenchy 
and the invasion of technology from the west. We 
have the traditions of the Bedouin equipped with 
every technological gadget you can imagine. And 
then we have the people who hate anything Ameri
can or western. And all the world sees is an Arab 
country, full of oil and full of money." 
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As an ebullient teenager growing up within such 
a system, she says she suffered from frustration lead
ing to depression. Her father, Yahya, was owner of a 
large chain of hotels, well connected in the political 
and business establishment. Baz was well-educated, 
but her natural effervescence was tempered by what 
society expected of a dutiful young Saudi woman. 
She took refuge under the wing of a beloved uncle, 
Hasan, who got her to role play with a tape record
er, "and he told me: 'Rania! Your voice! You should 
go on television!'" 

Using his connections, her father secured his 
19-year-old daughter a television audition. "It hap
pened by chance that they gave me a job," she says. 
"If there were women working in Saudi television, 
they were always old and veiled. I don't think they 
wanted a young, beautiful lady on television, and I 
still don't understand why they took me on. I think 
at first it was because my father had connections -
only later did the man [who hired me] tell me: 'Ra
nia, usually, the camera eats those who talk on Tv. 
But you eat up the cameras!'" 

"I had two choices before me in life: to live as a 
typical, good Saudi woman, or live life as I wanted 
to live it, as I would like to live it. Even before my 
accident [as she calls her husband's attack], I had 
decided to do the second." 

In 1998, Rania met and married Fallatta, a sing
er whom she met at the television studio. It was no 
arranged love match, it was instant attraction. M
ter heady days of inseparability, and later marriage, 
Baz's career flourished, while his waned. Fallatta 
became "regularly violent" towards her, she says, 
but she was loath to take action, leave or denounce 
him for fear of losing custody of her three young 
children, as usually happens in Saudi divorce cas
es. "Once, I complained to my grandmother," says 
Baz. "I said, 'I am like his maid in the house.' And 
she replied straightforwardly, 'Correct, you are his 
maid."' On the night of April 12 last year, Fallatta 
returned home to find his wife on the telephone. 
"There has been innuendo that I had a lover to jus
tify what he did," says Baz, "but that was not true. 
It was a female friend, and when he came in I put 
the phone down. We talked and he became violent 
- he was a violent man, important in his own eyes, 
and possessive." 

She pleaded with her husband not to beat her, 
but he punched her in the face. "I'm not going to 
beat you, I am going to kill you," he said. Then he 
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began to smash her head, face down, against the 
floor, while a servant and their five-year-old son 
watched on. At the same time he was also throttling 
her, releasing his grip momentarily to demand that 
she repeat the Shahadah testimony of faith -which 
Islam requires a dying person to recite - three 
times: "There is no God but Allah and Mohammed 
is his Messenger." Baz obediently spoke her lines 
until she lost consciousness. 

Fallatta then showered, changed his clothes and 
put what he thought was his wife's dead body into 
their car, driving off with the apparent intent of 
burying her. But as she regained partial conscious
ness, he panicked and dropped her off at Bugshan 
hospital, saying she had been involved in a car crash 
and that he had to hurry back to the scene to try 
and rescue others involved. 

"I was in a coma for four days," says Baz, "dur
ing which time, my father visited my bedside, re
fusing to believe the story about the car accident: 
'What about the rest of the body?' he thought. It 
was obvious what had happened. When I came to, 
I discovered that my father had taken the photo
graphs, and kept them. He wanted to publish them, 
so my husband would be punished. I said at first, 
'He is my husband,' and was reluctant. I should ac
cept my weakness, I thought. I was worried about 
my career, my children, my future, my reputation." 
But then Baz's colleagues from the television station 
began to visit her. "They saw my face. They were 
such friends, and gave me strength. They agreed 
with my father, that I should publish the pictures 
and denounce my husband. 

"This was my moment of dilemma. All my pro
fessional life, I had been on television, trying to get 
people, especially women, to talk about the day-to
day dealings of their lives. And now this has hap
pened in my life - and I am not going to talk about 
it? Can I tell their stories, but not even tell my own? 
So I decided that whatever the price, I had to tell 
the truth. I wanted to be some kind of window into 
what is actually happening to women in my country. 
I had no choice but to speak out. And so I became a 
voice - the moment you describe what is going on 
in that country, you become a voice." 

The response to her decision to go public was 
momentous. Columnists in the English-language 
Arab News called Baz "a ground-breaker," and her 
decision "a sensation in this private society." A prin
cess in the Saudi royal family paid her medical bills. 



But alongside the messages of support were mutter
ings that a woman shouldn't have been working in 
television, and perhaps should not have been sur.:. 
prised. Some papers expressed astonishment that 
"a woman should betray her husband." "There was 
only a little direct criticism of what I did, but still no 
one wanted to discuss the issue. No one wanted to 
open the Pandora's box. As with everything else in 
Saudi society, people do not want to discuss things 
openly; it is all behind closed doors." 

Fallatta, who had gone into hiding, eventually 
gave himself up. With an initial charge of attempted 
murder reduced to grievous assault, he was sen
tenced to 300 lashes and six months in jail. At first, 
he refused to sue for divorce (it is almost unheard of 
for a woman to divorce a man in Saudi Arabia) call
ing Baz "an unfit mother," but a court ordered him 
to do so. As part of the settlement, his prison sen
tence was halved after Baz publicly pardoned him 
and waived a compensation suit. The pardon, she 
now confirms, "was only in order to secure custody 
of the children" -a very rare achievement for a 
divorced woman in Saudi Arabia. 

The consequence of Baz's decision to speak out 
is that she has become a curious mix of celebrity 
and outcast; she is openly admired by some, re
garded as a dissident by others. Having planned to 
return to work as soon as she recovered, she found 
herself unwelcome in television - "and this kills 
me, "she says. She wonders about going into busi
ness of some kind, or whether she should leave the 
country, whether she could find work in the west. 
''After all, one has to have a job." 

"I feel completely outside my own country and 
society, because of what it is, and because of what I 
did. Sometimes, this is painful - I could have pro
vided my children with a better future if I had been 
quiet about what happened. I live with a kind of fear, 
and with an int!!rnal struggle. I have to find some 
compromise: between my own position, and telling 
my story in order to get the attention of people in
ternationally, and at home. Sometimes I ask myself: 
'Who are you to be telling your story like this?"' 

For all her moments of doubt, Baz has funda
mentally challenged the culture of silence in her 
country over violence against women. "In our coun
try, if a woman complains to the police or a mem
ber of the family that her husband is violent, she is 
told to be patient, men are like that. What will the 
neighbours say? What will your family and friends 

say? Do nothing, otherwise he will divorce you -
you will be a divorced woman, a whore, you will 
lose your future. So if a woman is abused, there is 
this mixture of humiliation and pride. She is afraid 
of speaking out, of being criticised. She wants to 
keep this perfect image of a woman. 

"And this is what we have to change among 
women. We have to change ourselves, to awaken 
women who think that for her husband to beat 
her is normal, and that she must remain silent in 
public." 

In May, thanks largely to Baz's stand, the first 
ever research study on domestic violence in Saudi 
Arabia was completed at King Saud University in 
Riyadh, uncovering a terrifying culture of abused 
women, invariably silent, 900/o of whom had seen 
their own mothers similarly abused. "[Rania] has 
become iconic," says her lawyer Omar al-Khouli, 
who works with the local branch of the National 
Committee for Human Rights. "Hers was the first 
case the committee handled, and now rnore and 
more women are demanding their rights after her 
case - not just over domestic violence, but the 
whole system of discrimination in our society." 

"The crucial thing," says Baz, "is that the struc
ture of society - the fact that a woman cannot 
drive or travel without authorisation, for example 
-gives a special sense of strength to the man. And 
this strength is directly connected to the violence. It 
creates a sense of immunity; that he can do whatev
er he wants, without sanction. The core issue is not 
the violence itself, it is this immunity for men, the 
idea that men can do what they like. It is the society 
of which the violence is an expression." 

Baz is in Paris also to see the publisher of a 
memoir, published in French this month. As we 
meet, she is carrying a thick, unwrapped, disarrayed 
Arabic manuscript written in red Biro pen. "The 
book is in itself another big step for me to take," she 
says. ''Another taboo, another road to take. Just to 
publish a book about what has happened will have 
further consequences for me in Saudi Arabia. Yes, I 
am nervous about those consequences. The whole 
situation is very delicate back there. When the book 
is published, the issue of what I did will be raised all 
over again. All the questions will be asked again." 

"In the end, I may lose my fight," she reflects 
in a rare moment of stillness, her hands frozen for 
a moment in mid air. "But at least I did not acceF.t 
things the way they are." F 
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Potpourri ... 
T he portion of the religious world that claims 

to be Christian is in a swirl. Its convolu
tions are inscrutable. Among Calvinistic 

denominations, who think of themselves as ortho
dox, there is an almost endless number of issues, 
none of which seems close to resolution. As strange 
as it may sound, there is even disagreement over 
sexual perversion with some defending Sodomy 
in all of its forms and others in strong opposition. 
The role of women in the church continues to be a 
whipping boy. Theological liberals continue to beat 
their drums in an attempt to discredit the Bible and 
deny its authority, advocating the non-inspirational 
origin of the Bible. Marriage and home are under 
attack. Euthanasia is back on the drawing boards. 
The list goes on and many people seem bewildered. 
This column takes a monthly look at the religious 
news and attempts to call attention to the current 
points of discussion, much of which, we admit, is 
silly. 

Civil Unions 
• Washington DC - A new report based on a 

recent national survey by the Pew Research Cen
ter's Forum on Religion & Public Life and the Pew 
Research Center for the People & the Press finds 
that a clear majority of Americans favor allowing 
gay and lesbian couples to enter into legal agree
ments with each other that would give thein many 
of the same rights as married couples, a status com
monly known as civil unions. This finding marks a 
slight uptick in support for civil unions and appears 
to continue a significant long-term trend since the 
question was first asked in Pew Research Center 
surveys in 2003, when support for civil unions 
stood at 45o/o. 

Over the past year, support for civil unions 
has grown significantly among those who oppose 
same-sex marriage while remaining stable among 
those who favor same-sex marriage. At the same 
time, opponents of same-sex marriage continue 
to outnumber supporters overall. Conducted Aug. 
11-27 among 4,013 adults, the poll finds that 53o/o 
oppose allowing gays and lesbians to marry legally, 
compared with 39% who support same-sex mar-
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riage, numbers that are virtually unchanged over the 
past year. 

Supporters of same-sex marriage are divided 
over the best way to pursue its legalization; 450/o fa
vor pushing hard to legalize it as soon as possible, 
while 42o/o of same-sex marriage advocates say they 
should not push too hard to legalize same-sex mar
riages right away because this might risk creating a 
backlash against gays and lesbians. 

The poll also finds that half of the public (49°Al) 
says homosexual behavior is morally wrong, while 
9% say it is morally acceptable and 350/o say it is not 
a moral issue. Those who say it is morally wrong are 
significantly less supportive of same-sex marriage 
and civil unions. 

Poverty 
• SAN CLEMENTE, CALIF. - Churches across 

North America are being urged to "make poverty 
personal" and engage deeply in "The Hole in Our 
Gospel Six-Week Quest." This radical, eye-opening, 
campaign challenges churches to involve their mem
bers in 42 days of action-oriented awareness and 
one soul-searching question on poverty and injustice 
from World Vision U.S. President Richard Stearns, 
"What does God expect of us?" 

The campaign includes fast-paced and hard-hit
ting documentary DVD "shorts" and real-life pack
a-punch stories and insights on poverty and injustice. 

Some "Do's" and "Don'ts" 
for the Christian 

By Leory Brownlow 

This volume is devoted to the development of the 
children of God in everyday Christian living. Herein 
are presented teachings and principles given in the 
Bible, which, when properly applied, should be of 
practical help to the Christian in facing every situation 
of life. 

$4.99 
plus $2.25 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Probing and pondering the 2,000 verses in the Bible 
that address poverty and injustice, the daily action 
items include subjects like: 

Day 1: Ask "What Does God Expect of Me?" 
Day 16: Imagine Yourself as a Slave Trader 
Day 31: Try a Rice and Water Day 
Day 3 8: Wear the Same Clothes 2 Days in a Row 
The campaign is based on the book by Richard 

E. Stearns, "The Hole in Our Gospel: What Does 
God Expect of Us? The Answer That Changed My 
Life and Might Just Change the World." 

As president of World Vision U.S., Stearns calls 
the church to a new awareness about the nearly 3 
billion people who live on less than $2 per day, of
ten without access to clean water, food and medi
cine. But why, he asks, are not Christians mobilizing 
to serve the world's poor and tackle the problems 
that fuel the cycle of poverty? 

(See what I mean about being silly?) 

fnd7imes 
• The RFID Chip, The North American Union, 

The prospect of living in a cashless society! Are 
there relationships between these and major Biblical 
prophecies? Will they trigger the last days? 

Internationally renowned, award winning au
thor, Dr. Alfred Adams has sold over 600,000 
books prophesizing the last days. Using clues from 
the book of Revelations, (sic) Dr. Adams has point
ed to significant modern day developments and 
discussed their relationship to Biblical prophecies. 
Now Adams brings his prophecies to DVD. ''Are 
We Living in the End Times?" will be released on 
Tuesday, September, 29th by Celebrity Video Dis
tribution, Inc. The DVD features a documentary in 
which Adams poses questions to Mardi Gras revel
ers on the streets of New Orleans. The partygoers 
were asked questions related to the RFID chip, The 
North American Union, cashless societies, and the 
Amero. Mixed in with "man on the street" inter
views, are discussions with prominent theologians 
and news clippings frotn major news outlets discuss
ing the same ideas. 

Celebrity Video Distribution will release the 
controversial and informative DVD as the first in
stallment of the documentary series "God's Promise 
... Satan's Deception." 

The narration for the DVD was done by Charles 
Butler and the music score was performed by Matt 
Miles. The documentary contains some of the top 

faith-based groups involved, such as Baptist, Full 
Gospel and Non-denominational. Pastor Irvin Bl
ouin, Sr. of Do Right Full Gospel Baptist Church and 
Pastor Donald Gathreaux, Sr. of Word of Faith Out
reach Ministries are featured as the biblical insight. 

Dr. Adams currently travels throughout the 
country guest speaking in churches on the book of 
Revelations (sic) and other topics related to the last 
days. After the success of his two books, "Nearing 
Midnight" and "Nearing Midnight II: New World 
Order and the Middle East," Adams turned to film
making with hopes of spreading his message to an 
even wider audience. 

Prior to becoming an evangelist, Dr. Adams 
toured the country as a sound engineer for some of 
the biggest rock bands in the world including: Guns 
n' Roses, Metallica, Pearl Jam, and even hip-hop 
artist Ice Cube. A series of family tragedies led Dr. 
Adams to begin a study of biblical prophecy. 

Muslim Population 

• Washington, DC - A new, comprehensive de
mographic study of more than 200 countries finds 
that there are 1.57 billion Muslims of all ages living 
in the world today, representing 23o/o of an estimat
ed 2009 world population of 6.8 billion. Released 
today by the Pew Research Center's Forum on Re
ligion & Public Life, Mapping the Global Muslim 
Population offers the most up-to-date and fully 
sourced estimates of the size and distribution of the 
worldwide Muslim population, including sectarian 
identity. 

Key findings include: 
• While Muslims are found on all five inhabited 

continents, more than 600;0 of the global Muslim 
population is in Asia and about 200/o is in the Mid
dle East and North Africa. 

• The Middle East-North Africa region has the 
highest percentage of Muslim-majority countries. 
More than half of the 20 countries and territories in 
that region have populations that are approximately 
95o/o Muslim or greater. 

• More than 300 million Muslims, or one-fifth 
of the world's Muslim population, live in countries 
where Islam is not the majority religion. These mi
nority Muslim populations are often quite large. In
dia, for example, has the third-largest population of 
Muslims worldwide. China has more Muslims than 
Syria, while Russia is home to more Muslims than 
Jordan and Libya combined. 
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• Of the total Muslim population, 10-13% 
are Shia Muslims and 87-90o/o are Sunni Muslims. 
Most Shias (between 68o/o and 80o/o) live in just 
four countries: Iran, Pakistan, India and Iraq. 

Previously published estimates of the size of 
the global Muslim population have ranged wide
ly, from 1 billion to 1.8 billion. The new study is 
based on the best available data for 232 countries 
and territories. Pew Forum researchers, in consul
tation with nearly 50 demographers and social sci
entists at universities and research centers around 
the world, analyzed about 1,500 sources, including 
census reports, demographic studies and general 
population surveys, to arrive at these figures - the 
largest project of its kind to date. 

Penalty 
• Raiders' cornerback Chris Johnson found out 

the hard way after making a great play in yester
day's 29-6 Raider loss to the Texans. 

With just 51 seconds left in the first half, the 
Texans were on the verge of scoring another touch
down before halftime. Johnson made a fantastic 
leaping interception to rob Houston's Andre John
son of the score. 

Mter hauling in the throw, the Raiders' John
son dropped to his knees and raised his hands to 
the heavens in a brief and innocuous display of 
his religious faith. It was one of the most humble, 
classy and decent end zone celebrations you'll ever 
see. 

The officials didn't like it one bit. They whis
tled Johnson for excessive celebration and a 15-
yard penalty. 

To clarify, Johnson did not wave his buttocks 
toward the crowd. He did not stomp on the oth
er team's logo, attempt to get busy with a cheer
leader. And he didn't even come close to tweeting 
anything. 

But he dropped to his knees in a motion resem
bling prayer, and got nailed with a 15 -yard penalty. 
"I'm just getting on my knees giving my respect to 
God," Johnson told the San Francisco Chronicle. 
"I don't see how that's a personal foul or anything 
like that." 

Perversion J D J 
• A father of a high-school student is infuriated 

after he said a teacher provided "banned books" to 
her 11 th_grade students, including at least one with 
explicit descriptions of homosexual sex acts, rape, 

3 2 February 2010 
Firm Foundation 

masturbation, profane language and even bestiality. 
John Davis, father of an 11th-grade student at 

William Byrd High School in Vinton, Va., told WND 
that English teacher Kathleen Renard provided her 
personal copy of a book called "Perks of Being a 
Wallflower" by Stephen Chbosky to one of her Eng
lish students, and it was passed to his son. The book 
is published by MTV Books. 

Davis found the book in his son's possession, 
along with a bookmark that said, "Read banned 
books. They're your ticket to freedom." 

"My son was reading the book and stated it was 
a school assignment," Davis told WND. "He was 
embarrassed that I began to peruse through the book 
and discovered its contents. He advised that the 
book belongs to his English teacher, Mrs. Kathleen 
Renard" (WorldNetDaily, by Chelsea Schilling, Oct. 
5, 2009). 

Consultation 
• (The following probes the disposition of a se

riously sick person. It brings to mind decisions to 
which we are susceptible and that we would do well 
to consider when we are not under the stress of immi
nent demise. Anyway, while trying not to be morbid, 
it may do us good and help make some decisions that 
may be helpful to our families. If this is not your cup
of-tea, then please disregard.) 

Interview 

Family Member: She's been fighting cancer for five 
years, twice. She has emphysema of the lungs real 
bad. It's gotten worse, they said, since she's been 
in here, and right now she is fighting a bad stroke. 
They are not sure, but they are saying something like 
it could affect her left side and maybe her brain. 

Betty Rollin, correspondent: Did she leave any 
instructions about what to do? 

Family Member: No, she did not. 
Rollin: And that's a major problem, says Dr. Jeff 

Gordon, an internist at Grant Medical Center in Co
lumbus, Ohio. Dr. Gordon has had dying patients 
who have not made their wishes known and haven't 
realized that some extreme measures are almost al
ways futile. 

Dr. Jeff Gordon (Grant Medical Center): Most 
people think, that is for elderly people especially, 
that heroic measures like CPR and ventilator sup
port is really effective, and the truth is, in older 
people with complicated medical problems, it just 
doesn't work effectively, so the bottom line is people 



suffer needlessly at the end of life. 
Ventilator - there is a plastic tube that goes 

through the mouth into the windpipe, and just 
imagine the gagging kind of feeling. Now we give 
high levels of sedation to inhibit that, but that alone, 
now think of yourself, these people typically have 
to be restrained so that they don't just reflexively 
reach up and pull that tube out, and so they have 
their arms restrained. They can't move freely, and 
think of yourself being on your back restrained, just 
the muscle aches and pains that you would develop. 

Rollin: Dr. Gordon points out that sometimes 
aggressive treatment is a good idea. 

Dr. Gordon: Intensive care and heroic measures 
are awesome when they are used in the right peo
ple. The right people typically are younger people 
that have a chance of survival and having a good 
outcome. 

Rollin: Dr. Philip Hawley, who is director of the 
intensive care unit, says the state mandate is to keep 
life going no matter the cost, so although doctors 
think their patients should be allowed to die peace
fully, their hands are tied by custom and law. 

Dr. Philip Hawley (Grant Medical Center). We 
have people who are terminal on aggressive life sup
port measures. Clearly they are not going to survive. 
We are spending all this time and money taking care 
of them. They are suffering, and it's completely 
inappropriate. 

Dr. Gordon: What people need to do is talk 
about this with their family, with their physician, in 
advance. If they get a life-threatening illness, a lot 
of times they won't be able to. Maybe they won't 
be coherent, or they'll be on a life-support machine. 
They can't express their wishes, then they put their 
family in a bind, so they feel guilty, they don't know 
for sure, and then what often happens is the sort 
of default is, well, let's do everything, as much as 
possible. 

Rollin: And sometimes families disagree about 
what to do. It's hard for some to let go, which com
plicates things further. 

Dr. Hawley: If we could get families to deal with 
this we would not have this problem. We feel we as 
physicians should be able to step in and say we've 
got to stop the madness. 

Dr. Gordon {speaking at church service): Lord, 
help us have perspective. That's what changes lives. 
That's what gives us hope. 

Rollin: Dr. Gordon, who is also a nondenomi-

national preacher, was surprised to find that pa
tients who are religious often want more aggressive 
treatment at the end of life than others. 

Dr. Gordon: I have even encountered people 
that are people of faith, and they are, what I think, 
pursuing futile-type measures, and they say well, we 
are going to let God have his way here, and I try 
as gently as possible to say we are not really letting 
God have his way. We are forcing the issue here. 

Patient: Oh, no. 
Dr. Gordon: No, no. It's a topic that doesn't get 

talked about. 
Rollin: Dr. Gordon practices what he preaches 

by getting patients, as well as their families, to talk 
about what they want at the end of life while they 
still can, and he tries to make both patients and 
families aware of realistic rates of recovery. 

Dr. Gordon (speaking to patient): I just want 
you to understand is that those kind of things like 
CPR and breathing machines in somebody that's 
got the problems that you have are not very effec
tive. You need to decide whether that is something 
you would want or not, but you need to have all the 
facts about it, too. 

Rollin: One of the reasons conversations like 
this rarely happen between patients and physicians, 
says Dr. Gordon, is that physicians are paid to treat, 
not to talk, which is not to say that some don't talk 
anyway. 

Dr. Gordon: The person that needs to have this 
conversation is the primary care physician. They are 
going to have to call family members, they are go
ing to have to gather these people, and besides that 
it's a very difficult conversation, and so we are un
derpaying them. They are going to have to make a 
financial sacrifice to have this discussion, and then 
we wonder why it's not happening. 

Rollin: There are three things people can do to 
make their end-of-life wishes clear: Sign a durable 
power-of-attorney naming a person to make deci
sions if they are unable; sign a living will which is 
about long-term life-sustaining treatments; and deal 
with the DNR question - whether if your heart 
stops you want to be resuscitated or not. 

Jill Steuer, who has metastatic breast cancer and 
has been given four months to live, has decided to 
stop any kind of treatment and receive hospice care. 

Jill Steuer, RN: I've been through all the che
motherapy, and there is no chemotherapy to help 
me anymore. I don't want to be stuck. I don't want 
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to have any extra medications. I want to just go 
peacefully. The only medications I want are going 
to be the ones that are going to comfort me. That's 
all I want. 

Rollin: Jill Steuer is a nurse and researcher at 
Grant Hospital. 

Jill Steuer: I've seen patients who have died 
horrible deaths, where their families wanted ev
erything, the doctors wanted everything, but it was 
not to be, and that scared me. I'm not sure they 
realize that it's okay to say "I've had enough." Even 
now people will stop me in the hallway and they'll 
say keep up the good fight, keep up the good fight, 
and I think some people are afraid that they are 
going to disappoint others if they just say let's have 
nature take its course. I'm putting up a good fight, 
but my goal is not to live a long and painful year or 
two. I would much rather say at this point in time 
I want the next four months to be as interesting as 
the last 57 years have been. 

Gambling 
• LITTLE ROCK, Ark. - A Christian college 

that had exempted Arkansas' lottery from a student 
gambling ban reversed course on Friday and said 
students can't buy the tickets after all 

Harding University President David Burks said 
now the school will include the lottery in its rule 
prohibiting students from gambling on or off cam
pus. Administrators at Harding, a liberal arts Chris
tian school in Searcy affiliated with the Church of 
Christ, had decided in August to make an excep
tion for the lottery in its gambling prohibition. 

But Burks said Friday at the school's daily cha
pel services that he believes making the exception 
was a mistake. 

"My intention was to express in our policy 
the reality that it will be very difficult to enforce 
any prohibition against the lottery," Burks said 
in a statement released by the school. "In an at
tempt to avoid one appearance of hypocrisy, I 
made a decision that has itself come to be viewed 
as hypocritical." 

"It is important to me that all people, both here 
and away from campus, know that Harding Uni
versity stands firmly against gambling," Burks said. 

Abortion 
• MADRID- A huge crowd rallied in Ma

drid Saturday against a bill to ease restrictions on 
abortion - a vivid and emotional show of how the 

34 February 2010 
Firm Foundation 

issue remains sensitive two decades after abortion 
was legalized in this traditionally Roman Catholic 
country. 

The crowd of at least tens of thousands of peo
ple waved banners, balloons and red-and-yellow 
Spanish flags as it marched down a major Madrid 
boulevard with the slogan "Every Life Matters." 

Civic groups predicted 1 million or more peo
ple would attend, and said they chartered some 600 
buses to bring people in from other cities. Spanish 
police systematically refuse to give turnout estimates 
for protests. 

The protest was called to denounce a bill spon
sored by the Socialist government that would allow 
unrestricted abortion at up to 14 weeks of pregnan
cy and let girls aged 16 and 17 have abortions with
out parental consent. 

Under the country's 1985 abortion law, the pro
cedure is allowed in cases of rape or fetal malfor
mation, or when doctors deem a pregnant woman's 
physical or mental health to be in danger - a clause 
that has allowed for abortions to be carried out more 
or less freely. Most of Spain's yearly 100,000 abor
tions come under that clause. 

But at least on paper women who abort outside 
these limits commit a crime and are liable for prison, 
though punishment is rare. The new bill would elim
inate that stigma, declaring abortion to be their right 
and wiping away the possibility of jail time. 

Inauguration 
• WASHINGTON, D.C. - The American Cen

ter for Law and Justice (ACLJ) filed an amicus brief 
urging the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia to uphold the dismissal of a lawsuit chal
lenging the phrase "so help me God" in the presiden
tial inaugural oath and in prayers at the inauguration 
ceremony. A lower court had rejected the lawsuit in 
January, which had been filed by some 30 plaintiffs 
including California atheist Michael Newdow. 

"The federal district court correctly dismissed 
this suit and we're confident that the federal appeals 
court will uphold that decision," said Jay Sekulow, 
chief counsel of the ACLJ. "This legal challenge has 
no merit and is nothing more than a continuation of 
a flawed attempt to remove all religious references 
and observances from American public life. This 
continuing challenge has wasted untold judicial re
sources - resources that are clearly needed in cases 
involving real threats to American liberties." F 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Age of Accountability 

Question: At what age should children become understanding fits the context. If correct, it speaks 
Christians? How do we know when they reach to an age at which children become accountable. 

the age of accountability? My son is eleven years The concept of an age of accountability is 
old and he wants to be saved. Can you help me tell biblical. 
him, in a way he can understand, how important 
this is? 
Answer: The Bible gives no precise answer to the 

..l"i. question, ''At what age should children become 
Christians?" 

Age of Auountability 

The expression, "age of accountability," is not found 
in the Bible, but it serves a useful purpose, and what 
it conveys is, I believe, a biblical concept. But, again, 
no precise numerical age can be dogmatically assert
ed, since the Bible does not ascribe one. 

The Old Testament expresses the idea by refer
ring to those "who have no knowledge of good or 
evil" (Deut. 1 :39), and by the clause, "before the 
boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good" (Isa. 7: 16). 

There is also a figurative expression in the Old 
Testament for the same idea, "those who do not 
know their right hand from their left" (Jonah 4: 11). 
In the context, God is telling Jonah, who wanted 
to see the hated Ninevites destroyed and resented 
the fact that God spared them after they repented 
at his preaching, that there were innocent people in 
Nineveh. He cites those who cannot tell their right 
hand from their left along with "many cattle," who 
are also obviously not accountable. 

In the New Testament, Paul seems to speak auto
biographically when he says, "I was once alive apart 
from the law, but when the commandment came, sin 
came alive and I died" (Rom. 7:9). To paraphrase: 
"There was a time when I had no knowledge of 
right and wrong and, therefore, was not dead in sin, 
but in time I came to understand, and when I know
ingly did wrong, I died spiritually." 

Others interpret the passage differently, but that 

The Innocence of Children 
Certainly, infants and young children are not count
ed guilty of sin, the Calvinistic doctrine of total he
reditary depravity not withstanding. 

Jesus, rebuking his disciples for their spirit of 
rivalry, sat a little child in their midst and said, 
"Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matt. 18:3). 

When children were brought to him and the dis
ciples were attempting to turn them away, he said, 
"Let the little children come to me and do not hin
der them; for to such belongss the kingdom of heav
en" (Matt. 19:14, paralleled in Luke 18:16-17). 

The absence of guile and intrigue in children, 
as well as their innocence, is recommended here by 
the Lord as a model of how everyone coming to 
him must become. 

What Age? 

At some point children cease to be children, but 
they mature at different ages. Neither the Bible nor 
common consent proscribes a specific numerical age 
at which one becomes accountable. A range from 
about ten to thirteen includes what seems to be the 
age for many children, with allowance for special 
cases one or two years either side of that range. 

Children reared in Christian homes, taught 
about God from a very early age both at home and 
in congregational Bible classes, generally come to a 
realization of their need for Christ and salvation at 
an earlier age than those without that advantage. 

Some parents whose children died unbaptized 
in their early teen years have expressed great con
cern about their eternal destiny. 
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There may be a precise moment for some 
children at which they commit some particular sin, 
realize it and are convicted concerning it, and im
mediately realize their need for forgiveness. I sus
pect, however, that for most it is more of a gradual 
awakening. There may not be one precise moment 
where the person was at one second a safe innocent 
child and in the next second a lost sinner. 

That is, of course, just my opinion. For a cer
tainty, God, the judge of all the earth, will handle 
every case right. 

Jewish Pradice 

While Jewish boys are circumcised the eighth day 
following their birth, their rite of passage into 
"adulthood" is the Bar Mitzvah (translation, "son 
of the commandment"). This is both a synagogue 
ceremony and a major social event. It comes at 
about the time of the child's thirteenth birthday. 
This tradition can be traced back to the fourteenth 
century. A similar Bat Mitzvah (daughter of the 
commandment) ceremony has also been adopted 
for girls of about the same age. 

Roman Catholic Practice 

Roman Catholics practice infant baptism and a sac
rament of confirmation. On this occasion, the per
son being confirmed acknowledges his or her faith 
and commits to further service. No precise age is 
prescribed for this sacrament, but the child must 
have demonstrated knowledge of cardinal scriptur
al teaching and Catholic doctrines. 

Both Catholic and Jewish practices, then, verify 
the almost universal recognition that a time in life 
comes when children are able to make their own 
faith and moral choices, and when they are there
fore held accountable for their choices. 

Impressing a Child with the Importance of the Choice 

Jesus was concerned that not just children but 
adults should recognize the importance and conse
quences of commitment to Christ. He talked to the 
multitudes considering becoming disciples, warned 
them of persecutions and deprivations to be suf
fered and urged them to "count the cost" (Luke 
14:26-35). 

Children should be taught the blessings and 
joys of being a Christian, but they should also be 
reminded of the responsibilities of discipleship. 

That might even be so mundane as remind-
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ing them that congregational assemblies will no 
longer be times for eating and playing. If they are 
old enough to be Christians, they are old enough to 
sing, pray and listen. They also need to be impressed 
with the importance of their daily conduct and of 
the influence it will have on their friends. 

Are They Old Enough? 
Helping determine whether a child, particularly a 
young child, is ready or not can be a difficult task. 
One hesitates to forbid a child who is convicted of 
sin and is pleading to be baptized. On the other 
hand, there may be a legitimate concern that some 
children are responding to pressure from others and 
do not really understand what they are doing. 

For children who are particularly young, say nine 
years old, and insisting on being baptized, talk seri
ously with them about it, mainly asking questions 
and letting them talk. Are they aware that they are 
sinners and need to be forgiven? What sins have they 
committed? Do they understand that Christ died for 
their sins? What differences do they expect this deci
sion to make in their everyday lives? 

If one has to err, it is better to err on the side 
of allowing a child to be baptized too young than 
to forbid baptism to one who knew his or her own 
need and desired to become a Christian. 

One of our children demonstrated to us that 
she was ready to become a Christian at an earlier 
than usual age. Some children who are baptized 
very young, after being Christians for a time, begin 
to doubt whether they understood what they did or 
whether they did it for the right reasons, and won
der if they need to be rebaptized. Realizing that, we 
had her to write out what she had told us about her 
need to obey the Lord at that time. Then we had her 
to keep what she had written in a safe place; so that, 
if later she wondered about it, she could get it back 
out and reread it. 

At whatever age they occur, conviction of sin 
needs to be acted on with repentance, faith in 
Christ needs to be completed in baptism, and bap
tism needs to be a resurrection to a new life lived for 
the Lord. 

Dean 
College of Biblical Studies 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Hwy. 

Montgomery, AL 36109 
cmay@faulkner.edus 
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-Georgia- Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341-7n6. Sun. Directory Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 4017 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Allen Hahn, 

Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. preacher. 

Advertising in this section, 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
San Antonio - Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh St., Sun. www.northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quik.com 

-Alaska-

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Near WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Anchorage-7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
3931. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
Fairbanks,servingFt. WainwrightandtheGreater West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
Fairbanks area- 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 
456-4921. 

Houston - Fleetwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Wasilla - Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Katy Fwy., n094. (281) 492-1219. Sun. 9, 10 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
373-5583 

-Alabama- Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 351-

Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 441h Ave., H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 
(205) 339-6211. Sun. 9:00, 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation Livingston- 1101 W. Church St., Exit off 59 
available Loop on Hwy 190, turn east. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 

- California -
Buellton - Church of Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 651-
9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by Lewis T. Oldham 
The original English version of brother Old
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 1931, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard 
and Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, 121 pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

p.m., Wed. 7:00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call today for a free 3-month 

trial subscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

Lectures on the 
Holy Spirit 
with eharts 
and diagrams 

by Perry B. Cotham 

In this series of lectures, Bro. 
Cotham confronts the false doctrines 
prevalent in "Pentecostalism" or the 
"Charismatic Movement" with what 
the Bible teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. BKCR01, paperback, 63 pgs. 

$5.00 s&h $3.00 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 W. Main, 75146 (972) 223-8653. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (lh 
mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmond - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

Now available In large print 

-American Standard Version-

-English Standard Version-

Call Firm Foundation for information 

(888) 367-6216 

Vision of the Ages 
orLeetures 
on the Apoealwse 
A complete view of the Revelation 

by B. W. Johnson 

hardback • 360 pgs. 

$12.00 • plus $4.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 

The Conley, Luther, 
Narvaez Debate 1995 

The complete text (Including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Response representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$1 0.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 

Firm Foundaton • jprophet@qulk.com 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration Plea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere effort to set forth the Restora-
tion Plea in an understandable way- to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 91 pgs., pback 

$2.00 54:95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edttion) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/e". 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.95 plus 52.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Questions 
and Answers 
by Cuy l\. Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ............ BKJL02 $21 .49 

$4.00 s&hlone book· $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religions Ea·rors 

by A. C. Williams and J . Harvey Dykes 

This c lassic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y."x5Y.") puts scriptural answers 
to many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 · $2.25 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Ten 
Commandments 
Yesterday and Today 
II)" llurlon ColT man 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 

I'll 1\\ll lf\~ I:SSL''Tl\L 
ff.h .\ 1\\tU\_., 

!i'll ·- - - ~ ·---
Is Baptism Essential 
to Salvatio.n? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

This book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 argu
ments concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback 91pgs. 

$6.00 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quik.com 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 

by Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural ap
proach to a very difficult subject, an ex
cellent study on the Holy Spirit and his 
work. Brother Winters shows through 
the scriptures that the Holy Spirit 
indwells and works through Christians 
now indirectly, that is through inspired 
truth, clearly refuting the belief of a lit
eral indwelling. BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament -$4.99 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament- $9.99 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
nol questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority or God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$3.00 s&h one book • $4.00 s&h both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still, 
there is much to be gained by discreet 
use of his writings. This is also true of 
study books written by qualified people 
with academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as ·noble." 



CLASSIFIED 
Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum chorge $10. This section is 
designed to occommodote preachers seeking work or congregations seeking preachers. Other 
church-related maHer is accepted in keeping with the publisher's standards. Send correspon
dence to Firm Foundation, Ad Deportment, P.O. Box 69, Damon, TX 77430, jprophet@quik. 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Chrisr in Mendville, a congregation 
of 30-40 in NWPennsylvania is looking for a full 
rime preacher ro work wirh us. We can supply 
financial supporr of 5500.00/week. If furrher 
income would be needed, ir would have ro come 
from orher sources. This would be be ideal for 
someone who could raise a lirrlc cxrra supporr 
on rheir own, or for someone nearing rerircmenr 
or for a rcrired preacher wanring to supplemem 
his reriremcnr income and srill sray active in rhe 
Lord's Kingdom. You will find an excellenr group 
of Chrisrinns ro work and worship wirh. We arc 
commirrcd ro prncricing love and to sraying faithful 
ro God's word. For more info rmarion please contacr 
Doug Bullington @ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-
4335 (cell), or wrire ro same@ 5 163 Gibson Hill 
Rd., Edinboro, Pa 16412, or e-mail specdbulll @ 
aol.com. 

Preacher wanted: The Norrh 2nd Sr. Church 
of Christ in Cbrksville, TN is seeking a gospel 
preacher. We will fully supporr rhc work Lord 
willing. We arc in a growing communiry rhar 
is home ro Ausrin Pcay Srare Univcrsiry and Fr. 
Campbell Army Posr. Send resume ro N. 2nd Sr. 
Church of Chrisr, Arrn: Jason Sage, 782 N. 2nd 
Sr., Clarksville, TN 37040; jasonsage@hormail.com 

Seeking a Chris tian couple ro serve on rhe Ship of 
Life in Cambodia. He should be a mainrenance man 
familiar wirh diesel engines, generators, electrical 
and hydraulic sysrems; she should be willing ro 
help our in rhe medical clinic. For additional 
information regarding rhc Ship, visir our websire: 
www.parrnersinprogrcss.org. Send resumes and 
lerrers of inquiry ro Ship of Life, P.O. Box 13989, 
Maumelle, AR 72113. 

Minister Wnnted: The McPherson church of Chrisr 
is looking for a fu ll-rime pulpir minisrer, a married 
man who is scripturally sound and dedicared to 
preaching rhe rrurh. In many ways we are locarcd 
in a mission fi eld. We supporr several mission efforrs 
and nrc looking for a man who has a passion for 
losr souls. 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Le roy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99 Ha rdback BKAX02 
plus 53.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 888-367-6216 

Our congregation consisrs of about 135 members 
led by rwo elders and served by 12 deacons. We 
have a full-rime Yourh Minister and have maimaincd 
a yourh program for many years. Our membership 
has been blessed wirh uniry and shares a common 
love for one anorher and a love for rhe Lord. 

McPherson has a population of around 14,000 
and is locared in rhe cenrral parr of Kansas abour 
50 miles norrh of Wichira. lr is a beauriful, safe 
communiry rhar consisremly ranks in rhc "Top 100 
Besr Small Towns in America." McPherson Counry 
was recenrly ranked number 3 in " Besr Places to 
Live in America'' by Progressive Farmer magazine. 

lmercsrcd applicams should send a resume with 
references ro: preachcrsearch@ mcphersoncoc. 
org; Mailing address: 1~0. Box 222, McPherson, 
KS 67460 

The Truth 
About Human Origins 

By Bra d Harrub 
and Bert Thompson 

This investigation of man's origins exam
ines the foss il record, gender and sexual 
reproduction, language, the brain, mind and 
consciousness, skin color and blood types, 
etc. Each chapter presents an insurmount
able obstacle for evolutionary theory, and 
discusses current scientific data that uphold 
the creation model. 526 pgs., hardbound 

$17.95 
Orde r from Firm Foundation 

Jesus 
and the 
llesur·a·ection 
The Catalyst of Historical Christianity 

by J. L. McKinle y 

An excellent study in the historical 
evidences for the resurrection of 
Christ. The book will help equip 
those who seek to reach the lost with 
important information concerning the 
foundation of the Christian faith in 
aneasy-to-read fo rmat. 1597811g39, 

paperback, 124 pages 

$12.99 
$3.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Founda tion 

(888) 367-6216 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher available for pulpir work, 
preferably wesr of Forr Worrh, Texas. Over 40 
years experience wirh churches of Chrisr (nor 
liberal) preaching, reaching and wriring. Please 
reply ro: Gospel Preacher, P.O. Box 54134, Hursr, 
Texas 76054. 

For Sale 
Restoration Rcprims, other books ar grear prices. 
For free lisr send S.A.S.E. ro Bargain Bookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, T N 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

Miscellaneous 
Srudem ? Moving ro Atlanta? Welcome to Avondale 
- an active congregarion. 4017 Memorial Dr., 
Decarur, GA 30032 (404) 299-1475. 

Rerirc ro Labelle, Florida, or come for vacation. 
Fairhful congregation ro worship wirh. Cenrral 
Church of Chrisr 60 Hendry Srreer Labelle FL 
33935 rclcphone 863-675-4796. 30 minurcs from 
Forr Myers FL. Old Florida lifesrylc. 

Preaching: 
Principles and Practice 
by Tom Holland 

Provides insights into the nature of 
preaching, informative and 
inspirational to men who are beginning 
prepara tion for preaching. Blends a 
philosophy of preaching, practical 
instructions, and motivation; helpful, 
too, for older preachers who need 
reminding of the method, message 
and motivation in preaching. BKGK02 
pback 230 pgs. 

$6.95 plus $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

'Victory 
ever 

'!'rials 
by l o ttie Beth Hobbs 

For those who have experienced discourage
ment, disappoinTment, pain, grief, doubt, this 
book of encouragement, enlightment, strength, 
direction from the life or Job is for you. 
Questions removed from chapter endings in 
hardback edition; presentation page included. 
This is a wonderful gifr book. 

$10.99 plus $3.50 s&h (ha rd cover) 
$7.99 plus $3.50 s&h (soft cover) 
TeX<lS residents add 6.25% rax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

February 2010 
Firm Foundarion 39 



FIRM FOUNDATION 
P.O. Box 69 
Damon, TX 77430-0069 
February 2010 

Address service requested. 

Get Behind Me Satan 
by Virgil Leach 

Dedicated to the exposing of Satan for what he is, 
has done, and is doing today. It sets forth his origin, 
purpose, and destiny, and points out his motives and 
devices to affect the souls of men. This work will help 
you in winning the victory over Satan by enabling you 
to stand against his incessant and subtle attacks. 
0891375201,245 pgs., paperback 

$9.99 plus $4.00 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 

30!kw.Sc~-.....n 

~CE 

G 
Science 
and the Bible 
Vo/.1 

30 Scientific Demonstrations 
Illustrating Scriptural Truths 

IIIHI I. U!UIC .____ ___ ____. by Donald B. DeYoung 

This volume contains 30 intriguing scientific exper
iments intended to illustrate scriptural truths. Each 
experiment is accompanied by a Bible verse, and 
deals with such things as electricity, air, water, at
mospheric pressure, and other scientific concepts. 
Experiments can be performed with things gener
ally found around a person's house, and are really 
fun to perform. The book is especially useful for 
Bible class teachers and those who home school. 
0-8010-3023-4 Grades 3-7 pb, 112 pgs. 

Vol. 1 $11.99 $3.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton 1-888-367-6216 
P.O. Box 69 • Damon, TX 77430 

PoRTRAIT oF 

GOD 
by 
Frank Chesser 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Little Rock, AR 

Permit No. 307 

How can we know God? By His actions? By His likes 
and dislikes? By His words? Frank Chesser turns our 
minds to focus on God. Some say, "What about me? I 
want a religion that fills my needs." But Portrait of God 
forces us to examine our accountability to God's author
ity and to recognize God as the Most Holy One. The un
folding of man's redemption gives the reader the ability 
to paint God's portrait. 

• a commentary on the entire scope of the Bible 
• a book that thrills, instructs, and rivets the readers 

allen lion 
• complete -leaves no questions, no lack of direction 

Don McWhorter 
host of television program Bible Talk 
Co-author of Living Together in Knowledge 
Author of Gods Woman: Feminine or Feminist? 

$10.95 paperback ISBN 0929540417 

$16.95 hardback ISBN 092954045X 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% lax 

Order from Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 



1884 
'The firm foundation of God standeth having this seal, the Lord 

knoweth them that m-e his" 2 Timothy 2:19. 

I Vol. 125 Ho uston, Texas • March 2010 No. 31 

Apocalypse 
By H. A (B uster) Dobbs 

Trumpets Sound 
Revelation 8:1-1 3 

I n the opening chapter o f the book of Revelation 
the author paints an impress ive word picture 
o f the Lord Jesus Christ in his grandeur and 

pre-eminence. This is so magnificent t hat every 
reader should join the apostle J ohn in fall ing "as 
one dead" a t his feet. 

H e follows this with letters to seven o f his 
churches tell ing his disciples what to do and what 
not to do. The letters are designed to discipline the 
church of Christ fm ILS p lace in the world , and posi
tion each disciple as a sc.ldier of the Lord, fi ghting 
the good fight of faith. 

He next describes the breaking of the seven seals 
to revea l the content o f a little book given to the 
Lamb of God from the hand of God. T his book was 
sealed with seven seals and all of the seals had to be 
broken before we cou ld know its contents. The first 
four seals reveal four horsemen and a spiritual battle 
that will rage unti l time is no more. That invisible 
war is a struggle for the hearts of men and a plea 
for each person to cast his soul into the great enter
prise of heaven. It is for the betterment of humanity 
and the e ternal salvation of all who fo llow Jesus. 
The fifth seal shows the carnage of war and tells of 
beheaded martyrs beneath the altar of burnt o ffer
ing asking the penetrating question, "How long, 0 

Lord, how long?" T he sixth seal describes the final 
coming of the Lord to earth, judgment, and destruc
tion of the universe. 

He is now prepared to reveal the grand center
piece o f this closing book of the Bible. It describes 
in t he symboli c language of prophets and poets 
the strenuous effort of the army of the Lord to put 
down the vile and the vulgar and to exalt the pure 
and the uncommon. It is the good fight of faith. 

T he seventh seal reveals seven trumpets of woe, 
wh ich show the unhappiness caused by the fight 
between Jesus and the Devil - conflict produces a 
violent agitation of the heart. 

Before revealing the hideous details of this war, 
Jehovah seeks to impress upon us the serious im
portance o f what he is about to make known, and 
he does this with a dramatic pause. 

Suspension 

1 And when he opened the seventh seal, there followed 
a silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. 

Thirty minutes of unbroken silence is heavy and 
solemn. It gives us time to think, perhaps to rethink. 

Tribu lation, o n a spiritual level, engu lfs the 
earth and humans need to prepare for it. The wise 
wi ll make themselves ready to meet God. Still, most 

(continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

Defend the Faith 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

P
aul began his letter to the saints at Philippi by thanking 
them for standing with him in the "defense and confirma
tion of the gospel" (Phil. 1: 7). He added, "I am set for the 

defense of the gospel" (Phil 1:16). Paul was not wi lling even for 
one hour to yield to something wrong (Gal. 2:5). 

When some members of the church denied Paul's apostolic 
authority, he said, "My defense to them that examine me is this" 
(1 Cor. 9 :3). He then gave a calm, earnest, reasonable, formal 
justification of his authority as an apostle of Jesus. It was not a 
tirade, but a persuasive rendition of irrefutable facts. H e did not 
rave and rant but stated his case in an appealing manner. It was 
his defense. 

His defense was never w ild, irrational, or incoherent. H e did 
not make violent, lo ud, or extravagant attacks. His arguments 
were never unsupported and off-the-wall. Still, he did make a 
defense, but it was always with kindness and compassion. 

Jesus was often in a firestorm of controversy. He taught the 
truth. H e spoke plainly. He p layed no favorites. Truth by its na
ture wi ll generate opposition. If any teacher has universal ap
proval, he cannot be a servant of Christ. "For am I now seeking 
the favor o f men, or of God? or am I striving to p lease men? if I 
were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ" (Gal. 
1 :10). 

T he inimitable G.C. Brewer made this comment: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was the most persistent, alert, re
sourceful, and masterful co ntroversialist that ever lived. 
H e lived at a time when controversy was the order of 
the day. T he Pharisees and Sadducees were the leading 
sects among the Jews, and they we re constantly in dis
putes among themselves. The Sadducees were cool and 
calculating, rationalistic and philosophical. The Pharisees 
were technical, carping, and captious. They were past 
masters in the tricks of sophistry, caviling, and casuistry. 
But Jesus met the combined efforts of ~hese ma~te rs. of 
debate and quibbling and put them to s1lence. J:IIs qm~k 
analysis, his penetrating, powerful, and unspanng log1c, 
and his unanswerable and embarrassing ad hominem re
plies to their assaults have never been equaled among 
men. They, therefore, prove him to have been something 
more than a man" (Contending for the Faith, Gospel Ad
vocate Company, 1941, p. 239). 

Jude tells us, 



Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto 
you of our common salvation, I was constrained to write 
unto you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints. 
For there are certain men crept in privily, even they who 
were of old written of beforehand unto this condemna
tion, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness, and denying our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ Gude 1:3-4). 

This is something we are to do with "all diligence." It is to be 
done with speed and earnestness. We must not allow the seeds 
of error to take root. We are to pull up obvious false teaching 
immediately. It must not be allowed to sprout. Anything we do 
earnestly is done with deep sincerity, as when dealing with an 
important and grave matter. We do not trifle with it. 

When the last great noise is heard and the world dissolves 
in blistering heat, we will understand more fully the importance 
of the "common salvation." It is not a game. It is a matter of the 
greatest possible urgency. It transcends all other considerations 
in seriousness. It is not to be treated casually. 

Jude found it necessary to write specifically about the gath
ering storm clouds. It was not a matter of sounding a general 
alarm, but he had in mind concrete examples of false teaching. It 
is easy to speak in generalities, but it is hard to name names. Jude 
did not have in mind some nebulous and unidentifiable danger, 
but he was warning about something that was real and over
hanging. He was talking about real people and explicit teaching. 
The coward is always willing to speak in broad generalities but 
is reluctant to put a face on the culprit and give his address and 
phone number. 

Jude requires us to contend for the "once for all delivered 
faith." It is a one-of-a-kind faith. It cannot be delivered over 
and over. It cannot be given to Paul, Peter, John, and Jude and 
then to John Smith, Ellen White, and every emotionally charged 
person who thinks he is receiving by extra-sensory-perception a 
new and different message from heaven. It is a one-time revela
tion - "once for all." 

Jude then explains why all this alarm. "Certain men have 
crept in unawares." It was not just anyone, but a certain one. 
This false teacher did not come in openly and boldly, but he 
slipped in. He came in by stealth. Hiding as he came. Using a 
stalking-horse- sneaky like a thief. A Trojan Horse- there
fore all the more dangerous and all the more reason to fear this 
violent intruder. 

Evil is persistent. It is like a weed in the garden. "Weeds," it 
has been said, "will outlast Pyramids." Sin never gives up. Lovers 
of truth must defend the faith with equal tenacity Jesus said, "He 
that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved" (Matt. 10:22). 

The Master also calls upon his disciples to be brave warriors 
in the fight for what is right and promises a reward to him "that 
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overcometh" (Rev. 2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21; 21:7). 
The word translated overcometh means "to subdue, 
conquer, prevail, get the victory." This can only be 
done by doggedness. 

Jude tells us many false teachers creep in un
awares - moving stealthily - but the insidious 
and malignant work is chronic. 

Jesus warned his disciples about the leaven of 
the Sadducees and Pharisees, by which he meant 
their teaching (Matt. 16:6,12). He who would be 
free of the devil's snares must have a sharp eye and 
well-tuned ear. 

These sneaky false teachers creep in, Jude says, 
and turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, which 
includes "lacking moral discipline or ignoring legal 
restraint ... Having no regard for accepted rules or 
standards." It is lawlessness. 

There could be no better description of the false 
teachers that have slipped into the church in our 
time. 

Jesus is the anointed one of Jehovah - there
fore obey him and be true to his word. Defend him. 
Defend his covenant. Defend his kingdom. 

Paul told Timothy to "charge certain men not 
to teach a different doctrine, neither to give heed to 
fables and endless genealogies, which minister ques
tionings, rather than a dispensation of God which is 
in faith" (1 Tim 1:3-4). 

We are warriors for unblemished truth and 
against "everything that is exalted against a knowl
edge of God." 

The battle for the minds of men rages. We dare 
not shrink from the contest. God's word is invin
cible. In the hands of a skilled soldier it is "living, 
and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, 
of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
t~oughts and intents of the heart." 
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"Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on 
the life eternal, whereunto thou wast called, and 
didst confess the good confession in the sight of 
many witnesses" (1 Tim. 6:12). 

Be strong! 
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift; 
We have hard work to do and loads to lift; 
Shun not the struggle - fact it; 'tis God's 
gift. 

Be strong! 
Say not, "The days are evil. Who's to 
blame?" 
And fold the hands and acquiesce - oh 
shame! 
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God's 
name. 

Be strong! 
It mat~ers not how deep entrenched the 
wrong, 
How hard the battle goes, the day how 
long; 
Faint not- fight on! Tomorrow comes the 
song. 

(Maltbie Davenport Babcock) 
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Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

people will not stop to think upon the "things that 
are more excellent," but will go heedlessly forward 
in their festival of vice and ungodliness. 

The trumpets sound a warning of the treachery 
of sin and of the everlasting consequence of fighting 
on the wrong side in this battle of the ages. If you 
are on the wrong side in any contest with God, even 
if you seem to win, you lose. 

Eyes open to the written will of God will cause 
ears to hear this half-hour of symbolic silence re
peatedly. The informed and the sensitive will stop 
and think. When the trumpets sound, telling of the 
damage done by the forces of evil under the leader
ship of Satan, we should acknowledge the violation 
and "take time to be holy," and prepare for the suf
fering resulting from persecution, knowing that "in 
the world you have tribulation." 

God marshals the angelic missionaries, and 
they, with a mighty blast, warn the world of the 
treason of the Devil, and of the heaped up misery 
it causes. 

Angels Prepare to Sound the Trumpets 

2 And I saw the seven angels that stand before God; 
and there were given unto them seven trumpets. 
3 And another angel came and stood over the altar, 
having a golden censer; and there was given unto 
him much incense, that he should add it unto the 
prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which 
was before the throne. 
4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of 
the saints, went up before God out of the angefs 
hand. 

Mortals use the penetrating sound of the trum
pet to announce glad tidings, or warn of eminent 
danger. Commanding officers use it to give instruc
tions to armies on the field of battle. The trumpet is 
valuable in warning of danger, because we can hear 
its distinctive notes at a distance. 

In the hand-to-hand combat between truth with 
error, the open ears of the obedient frequently hear 
the figurative warning sounds of the trumpet. 

Satan uses lies to promote his agenda, seeing he 
is the father of lies, but Jesus uses truth to free the 
captives, seeing he is truth. 

We hear the warning of these metaphorical 

trumpets throughout history. The warnings occur 
repeatedly because the danger is persistent. 

Those who attune their ears to divine law ben
efit from the warnings of the trumpet. Those who 
do not are victims of their own disloyalty. 

The seven angels with the seven trumpets 
"stand" 1 before God. They are his servants and have 
his approval. They can stand before him because he 
approves what they are doing. Each of the seven an
gels receives a trumpet, which symbolizes wisdom 
and authority. The purpose of these seven angels is 
to warn of the horror of everlasting loss by telling 
of the bitter grief that sin brings to the rebellious on 
earth. The message is that present pain and sorrow, 
caused by sin, is a foretaste of the blank misgiving 
and utter loss imposed on those forever banished 
from the presence of God. It is their doing. 

Another angel "came and stood over the altar" 
and was given a large amount of incense. This angel 
brings his golden censer to the altar of incense. The 
angel adds this pile of incense to the prayers of the 
saints and a huge cloud of a sweet smell bellows up 
to the throne of the Almighty. 

We know how those "slain for the word of God" 
cried out from beneath the altar of burnt offering, 
"0 Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before 
you will judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?"2 • 

The perfume of this mighty offering of incense 
"went up before God" to please and praise his holy 
name and is a memorial to the brave and the true 
who suffered atrocities in the fight of faith. The 
outcome of every human soul is either eternal life 
or eternal death.J 

This elaborate preparation for the sounding of 
the seven trumpets testifies to the potency of prayer. 
"For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 

1 Standing before an awesome power symbolizes being erect (firm and 
straight) and able to maintain a position. To stand before God is ro 
have his approval, blessing, and sanction. The terrible wrath of Jehovah 
and the Lamb, described in Revelation 6: 12-17, ends with the question, 
"And who is able to stand?" In this setting, none could stand before the 
fury of the Creator except those approved by Him. 
2 Rev. 6:10 ESV 
1 John 5 :29; Man. 25:46. It is either the sweet odor of life or rhe foul 
stench of death (2 Cor. 2: 15-16) 
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his ears are open unto their prayers." Jesus makes 
intercession for those who trust and obey him. 4 

He is The High Priest for the church; through his 
name, a holy priesthood of believers stand in the 
presence of God. 

4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of 
the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand. 

Fire Upon the Earth 

5 And the angel taketh the censer; and he filled it 
with the fire of the altar, and cast it upon the earth: 
and there followed thunders, and voices, and light
nings, and an earthquake. 

God answers the haunting cry of the beheaded 
saints who are under the altar of burnt offering and 
He casts fire upon the earth as the massive amount 
of incense, with the prayers of the saints, is poured 
upon the guilty heads of mundane mortals, reaping 
the consequence of loving the world and hating the 
word of God. 

There is an undeniable animosity between light 
and darkness, good and evil, right and wrong. Peo
ple wedded to the world sincerely hate Jesus. They 
despise his teaching without a cause. 5 

Jesus said, "I came to cast fire upon the earth; 
and what do I desire if it is already kindled?"6 The 
fire Jesus came to cast upon the earth consists of at 
least two things: (1) The fire of cleansing truth and 
the joy it brings; and (2) the fire of persecution and 
suffering that inevitably follows. 

Think of Pentecost and the powerful preaching 
of Peter and the apostles; 3,000 "gladly" received 
that word and "continued steadfastly in the apostles 
doctrine and fellowship." 

Soon, however, persecution arose. Men and 
women were dragged in chains to prison where 
they faced death or scourging by madmen bent on 
banishing redemption's sweet song. 

The martyrdom of the good man Stephen is an 
example of such harassment. 

The saints were driven from Jerusalem, but the 
persecution continued. They were followed by Jew
ish antagonists and the brutal treatment persisted. 

Paul beaten and cast into prison at Philippi is an 
illustration. 

Later the Roman government used its author-

4 Rom. 8:34 
5 John 7:14; 15:18-19; 23-25; 17:14; Matt. 10:22 
6 Luke 12:49 
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ity in an attempt to stop the forward sweep of the 
soldiers of Christ, but to no avail - "his truth was 
marching on." 

The persecution continues - sometimes physi
cal and savage and other times mental and subtle 
but always painful. This, too, is the fire Jesus cast 
upon the earth, not that he is the source of it, but he 
allows it because his message of redemption is hate
fully rejected by the world. 

An astute Bible teacher pointed out, people are 
"befogged in interpreting such symbols as beasts, 
and horses, and trumpets, and seals." By which he 
means that figures of speech are looked upon with 
such vivid and graphic imagination so as to cloud 
the obvious meaning. 

The "peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 
lightning, and an earthquake" represent the distur
bance in nature and society caused by people per
verting the teaching of Jesus. 

When self-appointed scholars re-write history 
and are not ashamed to also attempt to re-write rev
elation the consequences are serious and damning. 

Violations of the moral precepts of God have 
repercussions in the physical world, witness the re
bellion in the Garden of Eden. 
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Every catastrophic upheaval in nature testifies to 
the purity of God and his hatred of all that is false. 

Every tsunami and tornado tells of the holiness 
of the Lord and the exceeding evil of sin. It is the 
Lord casting fire upon the earth. 

Sounding of the First Four Trumpets 

7 '~nd the first sounded, and there followed hail and 
fire, mingled with blood, and they were cast upon 
the earth: and the third part of the earth was burnt 
up, and the third part of the trees was burnt up, and 
all green grass was burnt up. 

8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were 
a great mountain burning with fire was cast into 
the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 
9 and there died the third part of the creatures which 
were in the sea, even they that had life; and the third 
part of the ships was destroyed. 

10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell 
from heaven a great star, burning as a torch, and it 
fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the 
fountains of the waters; 

11 and the name of the star is called Wormwood: 
and the third part of the waters became wormwood; 
and many men died of the waters, because they were 
made bitter. 

12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part 
of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, 
attd the third part of the stars; that the third part of 
them should be darkened, and the day should not shine 
for the third part of it, and the night in like manner." 

This compelling emblematic language impresses 
upon the mind of the reader and listener the foul 
consequence of the army of Satan clashing with the 
army of the jesus. 

It emphasizes emotional and intellectual stress 
in the good fight of faith. 

The first trumpet blast reminds us "in the world 
ye have tribulation. "7 The clash between the clean 
and the unclean produces reprehensible conse
quences. The disturbance may be in the realm of 
moral law, natural law, or both. 

Hail and fire mixed with blood pictures some
thing repulsive, painful, and fatal. Notice one third 
of the earth was involved in this disaster. We neces
sarily conclude from this fact that the verse is not 
talking about the ultimate end of the word, seeing 
that two thirds of the earth was unaffected. When 

7 john 16:33 

the end of earth comes, nothing will survive. This 
first trumpet speaks eloquently of the misery the 
tribulation will cause, but not of the annihilation 
of the universe. Nothing material will remain when 
God erases the created universe. 

The creation groans for its own destruction, 8 

which will one day come, but this passage referenc
es the tribulation of war, disease, persecution, fam
ine and not total destruction of all material things. 

The second trumpet points to great damage 
done to the seas and marine life. A majority of the 
earth's population depend upon the oceans to sus
tain them. The writer is not speaking of a specific 
mountain burning with fire but any and all such 
symbolic mountains. The great ball of fire coming 
into the bowels of the sea can come from volcanic 
explosion whether on land or in water. 

The third trumpet speaks of the loss of potable 
water, which is a tribulation that defies description. 
Our dependence on fresh water is well known and 
the problems caused by the loss of such refreshment 
well documented. 

The fourth trumpet speaks of the third part of 
the sun, and the third part of the moon, and the 
third part of the stars. It is vain to seek for a literal 
fulfillment of this figurative statement. Nothing in 
all of human history, or in mythological tales, liter
ally fulfills this verse; if we were to lose one third of 
the sun, nothing on earth could survive. The fourth 
trumpet speaks of the emblematic poisoning of the 
air we breathe. 

The four trumpets represent damage done to in
habitants of the world by harm to drinking water, 
marine life, and atmosphere. To remain in existence, 
the human creature must have all of these elements. 
He is simply reminding us in figurative language 
that "in the world ye have tribulation." Immorality 
and vice intensify and multiply the oppression. It 
can, and one day will, become insupportable. 

The sounding of the first four trumpets empha
sizes to us the hideousness of the consequence of 
Satan's rebellion and with what folly thoughtless 
men follow his lead. Most of the damage we suffer 
is harm we bring upon ourselves. To endure the bat
tle between spirit and flesh we must offer our body 
a living sacrifice, which is our reasonable service.9 

8 Rorh. 8:20-22 
9 Rom. 12: 1 to the end of the chapter 

March 2010 
Firm Foundation 7 



The Universal Flood 

T he Bible descri bes in picturesq ue words the te r
rib le destruction that came upon the world w hen 
God punished man's ram pant wickedness by se nd
ing a destructive flo~.-d of waters. 

Peter gives a vivid description of the Genesis flood, 10 

Unbeliev ing mockers will cl a im the world has 
a lways been as it now is . . . 

These mockers deny "J esus will come a second 
time un to salvatio n" 11 

They fo rget tha t the world fro m of o ld was de
stroyed (i t perished) 12 

T he "old" wo rld was compacted "out of water 
and amidst water" 

The heave ns and ea rth "from of old" were cre
ated "by the word of God" 

By that same word, the "world that then was" 
perished 

T he world compacted o ut o f and amidst wa ter 
was overflowed by water 

Moses, describi ng this fl ood, says "the fountains 
of the great deep were bro ken up .. . the windows o f 
heave n were opened. 13 

It is scarcely poss ible for mere m ortals ro un 
de rstand this ca tastrophic destructio n of the o rigi
nal wo rld . We understand the terrible power in the 
fo rces o f nature. We see this in "every stormy wind 
that bows." Earthquakes, typhoons, tsunamis, and 
volcanoes pack strength that humans cannot resist or 
contain . T he fo rces of nature on earth can be savage. 

We know something about the structu re of the 
earth, w ith irs inner core, o uter core, mantle, and 
crust. We know that t he hear of the inner co re has 
power to melt rock (in fact, the inner core of the 

'" l'ct. 3 :1 -7 
11 1-icb. 9:28 
" Thay~:r says o f the word translated perished, O"to destroy fully (to 
paish, or lose}"', 
"Gc.:n. 7 : 11- 12 
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ea rth is mo lten rock and metal) . W hen the p lates 
on the crust of the ea rth move, the result is earth
q uakes and volcanoes eithe r on land or un der wa
ter. T he boiling rock with its incredib le hear pours 
through a fissure in earth 's mantl e caused by the 
moving plates and t he result is te rr ifyi ng. The de
structio n this causes overw helms the hu man mind . 

Moses says of the flood " the fo untai ns of the 
great deep were bro ken up," indicating the radical 
movement of earth p lates and the ensu ing devasta
t io n. The flood o f N oah 's day wrought chaos and 
indescribable ruin. Peter says, "The world that then 
was pe rished." 

This was the greatest of all catastrophes in the 
annals of hu man history. 

T he world as we see it today and in w hich we 
l ive is no t the world as God first made it, but is 
the world as sin has damaged it. We live in a fa llen 
world . The original world - the one "compacted 
Out of wa ter and amidst water" - was perfecr. 14 

O ur ruin ed world is far from being "very good." 
Eve ry up heaval in na ture shou ld rem ind us 

of t he universa l flood r ecorded in the book of 
Genesis and the horrible damage it d id. It wrecked 
the world and brough t havoc. It is a silent, solemn 
reminder that God hates sin and "every transgres
sio n and disobedience" receives a " just recompense 
of reward. " 

The first fo ur trum pets remind us of the pa in
ful and intense fea r, d read, and d ismay caused by 
the unbrid led power of wrecked nature. Each inci
de nt of di stu rbance in nature is the sounding of a 
trumpet o f woe. It s ign ifies the u ltimate end of the 
um ve rse. 

T he spiritual brutality in the good fight of faith, 
the despair an d dismay of human creatures givi ng 
themselves to a carnival of vice and corruption, and 
the consequent destruction , is God warning us. 

Let us heed the counsel of the Almighty. 
Pay attention to the "hai l and fire, mingled with 

blood ... the great mo un tain burn ing w it h fi re" 
and turning the sea to blood ... a great star, called 
wo rmwood burning as a torch, falling on rivers and 
fountains o f waters ... the third part of stars, su n 
and moon smitten and darkened." 

It is a macabre dance of death , a fo rceful dec
laration of the woe bro ught down on human heads 
by the a rmy of Satan and the need for rhe righreous 

"Gen. 1:3 1 



to take their battle stations and stand in the breach. 
"We are not here to dream, to play, to drift; we 

have hard work to do and loads to lift. Shun not the 
struggle, face it, 'tis God's gift." 15 

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is 
not vain in the Lord." 16 

15 Maltbie Babcock, Be Strong 
16 1 Cor. 15:58 

Another Warning 

13 "And I saw, and I heard an eagle, flying in mid 
heaven, saying with a great voice, Woe, woe, woe, 
for them that dwell on the earth, by reason of the 
other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, who 
are yet to sound. " 

This perks our ears and causes us to look out for 
the coming woes ... and learn from them. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, TX 77269-0192 
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Hezekiah•s Restoration Movement 
By E. Claude Gardner 

I s restoration of New Testament Christian
ity possible in this modern century? A former 
teacher employed at Freed-Hardeman Universi

ty was a brilliant and capable professor who came to 
reject the restoration concept. He hooted at the 
idea of a restoration of the Lord's church. But 
restoration has been successful, and it has been 
demonstrated often. 

The idea in restoration theology is that the 
Bible must be the final and only authority in 
religion and life. Whatever Christ's church that 
began in A.D. 33 taught and practiced, that was 
God approved, and we must follow the same in the 
church today. The New Testament reveals the work 
and worship of the church of Christ and we must 
restore the same. 

This can be done and it has been done multiple 
times. A summation of this plea has been popular 
for generations: "We speak where the Bible speaks 
and remain silent where the Bible is silent. We call 
Bible things by Bible names and we do Bible things in 
the Bible way." Restoration leads back to the New 
Testament for original Christianity. 

Hezekiah's EHort 
The principle of restoration has been taught in 
more than one Bible example. One of the most 
vivid restoration movements was carried out by 
Hezekiah, the 25 -year-old good king of Judah 
(2 Chron. 29:1-2). 

It is expected that a new leader, administrator, 
or president will present his agenda soon after tak
ing office. He will have goals that he sees should 
bring progress. Hezekiah is no exception. At the 
age of 25 the first work he accomplished was to 
repair and cleanse the Holy Temple. Idolatrous 
worship in the very temple of God had left un
cleanness and, therefore, it was morally and spiri
tually impure. The conditions were so terrible it 
took sixteen days to cleanse it (2 Chron. 29:17). 

He told the Levites to "sanctify" themselves be
fore cleansing the Holy Place. When he gathered 
the priests and Levites, he commanded then1 to get 
rid of false worship: 

[A]nd said to them: "Hear me, Levites! 
Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house 
of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry 
out the rubbish from the holy place. For our 
fathers have trespassed and done evil in the 
eyes of the Lord our God; they have forsak
en Him, have turned their faces away from 
the dwelling place of the Lord, and turned 
their backs on him. They have also shut 
up the doors of the vestibule, put out the 
lamps, and have not burned incense or of
fered burnt offerings in the holy place to the 
God of Israel. Therefore the wrath of the 
Lord fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and 
He has given them up to trouble, to desola
tion, and to jeering, as you see with your 
eyes. For indeed, because of this our fathers 
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have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our 
daughters, and o ur wives arc in captivity. 
Now it is in my hearr to make a covenant 
with the Lord God of Israel that His fierce 
wrath may turn away from us. My sons do 
not be negligent now, for the Lord has cho
sen you to stand before H im, to serve Him, 
and rhar you sho uld ministe r to Him a nd 
burn incense" (2 C hron. 29 :5-11). 

He Made a 11(ovenant" to Restore Pure Worship 

1-Jczekiah restored the offering of different sacrific
es required under the Law. 

Then Hezekiah a nswered and said, "Now 
that you have consecrated yourselves to 
the Lord, come near, and bring sacrifices 
and thank offerings into the house of the 
Lord." So the assembly brought in sacrific
es and thark offerings, and as many as were 
of Fa wi lling heart brought burnt 
offerings . And the numbe r of the burnt 
offerings which the assembly b rought was 
seventy bulls, o ne hundred rams, and rwo 
hundred lambs; a ll these we re for a burnt 
offe rin g to the Lord. T he consec rated 
th ings we re six hundred bulls and three 
thousa nd s heep (2 Chron. 29:3 1-33). 

Afterward the inspired historian recorded, "So 
chc serv ice of the house of the Lord was set in or
der" (29 :35) . That was resrorarion! He and the 
people "rejoiced." 

Bur Hezekiah was not finished with the restOra
tion. When he realized the chi ldren of Israe l had 
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nor kept the Passover, he had it reinstated. T his 
massive Passover is described in two chapters - 2 
Chronicles 30 and 31. When he finished his reign as 
a leader and a restOrer, he had the app roval of God. 
His restoration movement succeeded and demon
strates that the "restoration principle" is good and 
workable. 

His o bituary is glowing and salutary. "Thus 
Hezekia h did t hroughout all Judah, and he d id 
what was good and righ t and true before the Lord 
his God. And in eve ry work that he began in the 
service of the house of God, in the law and in the 
commandment. to seek his God, he d id it wi th all 
his heart. So he prospered" (2 Chron. 31: 20-21) . 

We (an Restore 

The restoration plea is scriptural, safe, and sensi 
ble. It is nor founding a new rel igion, bur it is the 
right way to practice New Testament Christianity. 
Those who do not follow the goal of restoration 
are in a fluid state of whatever religious men li ke 
is acceptable, reminding us of the dark day of t he 
Judges when " ... everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes" (Judg. 21:25b) . 

Here are some basics in the New Testament ro 
be restored: 

• Authori ty of C hrist- Matt. 28: 18 
• Word inspiration of t he Scriptures - 2 Tim 

3:16-17 
•One bod y, the church - Eph 4:4 
•The Lord's Supper ever y first d ay of the 

week - Acts 20 :7; Heb. 10:25 
•Giving each Lord's Day- 1 Cor. 16:2 
• Orga nization of the local congregation 

Phil. 1:1 
• God's plan for marriage - Matt. 19:3-9 
• Evangelistic sp irit - Mark. 16:15 
•True worship - John. 4 :24 ; Acts 2 :42; Eph. 

5:19. 
•Love - 1 Co r. 13 
•Fellowship- 1 John 1:7 
We continue to resto re until we "speak where 

the Bible speaks and remain silent w here the Bible 
is silent. " 

This earnest p lea to go back to t he Bible for 
teaching and practice is magnetic because it is right. 

It appea ls to the pure in heart. 840 White Ave. 

He11derso11, TN 38340-1001 
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(We have referred to brother john W. McGarvey's essay on why we accept the Bible as the very word of 
very God, and have quoted from it. We thought our reader would appreciate and benefit from seeing the en
tire article and have decided to re-print it in three parts. Here is the first part- enjoy!) 

Grounds on Which We Receive 
the Bible as the Word of God, 

and the Only Rule of Faith and Pradice 
Part 1 

By Prof. J. W. McGarvey. 

Definitions. 

I n order to free the terms in which our theme is 
expressed from all apparent ambiguity, and to 
make perfectly clear its meaning, we commence 

with a few definitions. 
In saying that we receive the Bible as the word 

of God, we distinguish between the word of God 
and the words of God. We do not mean that all of 
its words are words of God; for some of them are 
recorded as the words of angels, some as the words 
of men, some as those of demons, and some as those 
of Satan. We mean that it is God's word in the sense 
that God, by the inspiration of its writers, caused to 
be written this record of things that were said and 
done by himself and certain of his creatures. 

In saying that we receive this book as the only 
rule of faith, we mean, first, that we receive all of 
its utterances as true in the sense which properly 
belongs to them, and therefore as objects of belief; 
and second, that nothing else, as a matter of reli
gious belief, is to be required of us. Of course this 
does not bind us to any book now printed in the 
Bible which may prove to have been improperly in
serted, or to any passage in any book which may 
prove to be an uninspired interpolation. In receiv
ing it as the only rule of practice, we bind ourselves 
in conscience to observe all that it appoints for us to 
do, distinguishing what it appoints for us from what 
it appointed for others in former dispensations; and 
we refuse to be bound by anything which it does not 
thus appoint. 

By the "we" in our proposition, is meant, not 
the writer of this essay, nor the writers of the es
says in this volume, nor the particular body of 
disciples with which these writers are identified; 
but all, everywhere, who do thus receive the Bi
ble. Many, it is true, receive the Bible as the word 
of God who do not receive it as the only rule of 
faith and practice; and we shall accordingly di
vide the question, discussing first the grounds on 
which the book is received in the former sense, 
and afterward the grounds on which it is received 
in the latter sense. 

There is still another distinction which must be 
noted before we enter upon our principal theme. 
While the "we" whose grounds of belief are to be 
stated, includes all believers, all do not receive it 
on the same grounds. There is a great diversity in 
this respect. In order that all may be properly repre
sented in the statements which are to be made, it is 
necessary to present these various grounds, and to 
consider them separately. Believers may be divided, 
in reference to their grounds of belief, into three 
classes; first, the uneducated, who have never made 
a study of the evidences of Christianity; second, the 
more intelligent class, who have paid more or less 
attention to the subject, but have never studied it 
systematically; and third, those who have investi
gated the subject exhaustively. This classification of 
believers shall guide us in marking divisions in this 
part of our essay. 
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I. The Narrowest Ground of Belief 
A large majority of the believers of this age, and of 
every age except the earliest, have received the Bible 
as the word of God on the one and only ground that 
they have been so educated. They have been trained 
from their earliest childhood to look upon the Bible 
as a sacred book; to reverence it as a most precious 
gift from God; to abhor unbelief in reference to it as 
a deadly sin, and to tremble when the least shadow 
of doubt concerning it passes across their minds. 
They have learned to estimate the truth of all other 
writings by their agreement or disagreement with 
this; and they fully expect to be judged by it in the 
day of final accounts. If they are called upon to give 
a reason for this implicit faith, they seldom go far
ther than to answer, "We have been brought up to 
believe the Bible; our fathers and mothers before 
us have believed it; and we have, never thought of 
doubting it." 

This ground of faith has not received the re
spectful consideration to which it is entitled. It is 
often stigmatized as purely traditional and unrea
soning; and so it appears to be. But is it any the 
less valuable on this account? On what depends the 
value of faith in anything that is of a practical na
ture? On the reasons which the believer can give 
for his faith? or on the firmness with which he 
maintains his faith, and the exactness with wmch 
he puts it into practice? Faith in the genuineness of 
medicines in the skill of physicians, in the honesty 
of men of business, in the accuracy of interest tables 
and of logarithms, in the constancy of friendship 
and of marital vows, in everything on which life 
and well-being depend, derives its value from the 
latter consideration, and not at all from the former. 
If the religion taught in the Bible is true, the bless
ings which it offers to men are bestowed on those 
who believe, and who live in accordance with their 
faith, without the slightest regard to the reasons or 
the causes which induced them to believe. This is 
true not only of the blessings which it offers as the 
special gifts of God, but also of those noble traits of 
character which this faith brings forth as its natural 
fruits. Not one of these is dependent on the reasons 
which induce men to believe. This fact cannot be 
emphasized too strongly. 

This ground of faith has been pronounced not 
only traditional and unreasoning, but insufficient 
for the trials to which faith must be subjected. For 
some persons it has proved insufficient; and these 
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have either abandoned the faith, or found better 
ground for believing; but it has proved sufficient for 
the majority of believers in ages past, and it will for 
ages to come. If the good results of faith are depen
dent, not on the causes of it, but on its steadfast
ness and its fruits, it follows that a faith which does 
not waver, and which brings forth these fruits to the 
end of life, has a sufficient basis in which to rest. 
The faith of the class now under consideration does 
remain steadfast to the end, and it does bring forth 
the required fruits. Myriads of them are now liv
ing, and myriads more have gone to rest, the shield 
of whose faith was never pierced by a single dart 
of unbelief. These believers met the arguments of 
infidelity, so far as they encountered them, with a 
smile or a frown, according to the temperament 
of each; they pitied the infidel as an unfortunate 
and wayward man; they turned to their Bibles with 
greater confidence and affection in proportion as it 
was assailed; they walked humbly with their God, 
and truly with their neighbors; and in the hour of 
•death they were not afraid. It is offered as an ob
jection, that the same may be truly said of faith in 
other books, supposed to be sacred, and in other 
religions which are conceded to be of human ori
gin. As respects the ground of faith, this must be 
admitted; but what follows? It does not follow that 
all books and religions thus received are equally 
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true and equally beneficial to their adherents. The 
claims of each to be true depend on the evidences 
which can be adduced in its favor; and this is sup
posed to be beyond the ken of the humble believers 
of whom we now speak. If any one of these reli
gions is true and divine, the believer in it reaps all 
the good fruits of it; and if any is false, the believer 
in it reaps all the good that is in it, if any, and he 
also just as certainly tastes all the bitter fruits which 
a false system must necessarily bear. The objection, 
then, is without weight; and the ground on which 
a countless host of God's children have rested their 
faith is vindicated. It has proved sufficient for them, 
though many of them have passed through much 
tribulation to the region in which they had laid up 
their treasures. 

II. Broader Grounds of Belief. 

The preceding ground, satisfying as it is to the mass 
of uneducated believers, has proved insufficient for 
those who, either from the natural questionings of 
awakened thought, or from the attacks of unbeliev
ers, have been constrained to ask whether education 
has guided them aright. All these inquire for the 
grounds on which their teachers have taught them, 
and they pass into the second or into the third class 
mentioned above, according to the extent of their 
subsequent investigations. 

1. Most commonly, the first new ground to 
which these awakened minds advance, is this: they 
look to see who the teachers of their faith are; and 
they find that they constitute the overwhelming ma
jority of the good, the wise and the learned, of this 
and of all past ages up to the age in which the Bible 
became a completed book. They see that these men 
constitute the class best informed on the subject, and 
most likely, both on this account and on account of 
their goodness of heart, to decide the question cor
rectly. They ascertain, too, that many of these men 
were converted from unbelief to belief, as the result 
of their investigations; and although they find that 
some have reversed this process, the number of the 
latter is so small in comparison as not to seriously 
affect the evidence. 

That this is solid ground on which to stand is 
made more obvious when we reflect that it is the 
very ground on which the deductions of science are 
received by the mass of mankind. We accept what 
we are taught concerning the geography of distant 
lands, concerning geology, astronomy, chemistry, 

and the facts of all history, because we have con
fidence in our teachers; and if their deductions are 
called in question by a man here and there, it is suf
ficient for us that his objections amount to noth
ing in the estimation of the great majority of those 
who are competent judges. It is only the very few 
who are competent to investigate these sciences for 
themselves; and the rest of us are never reproached 
because we accept our faith from their hands. Sci
entific men who are thus credited by their less-in
formed neighbors, should be the last men on earth 
to censure Christians for receiving the Bible on sim
ilar ground. 

It is said, however, that this ground of faith de
pends entirely on the circumstance that in the past 
the majority has been on the side of belief, and that 
should the majority at some future time turn the 
other way, the argument would be reversed, and 
would become equally strong in favor of unbelief. 
This is unquestionably true. The argument would 
be reversed, and the state of opinion among the 
common people would be reversed with it. This 
would be true on any ground of faith, for the com
mon people always have been and always will be 
governed in their opinions on all subjects by the 
conclusions of the great majority of those who are 
known to be more competent judges than them
selves. Should infidelity ever secure this majority, 
the Bible, having lost the officers of its army, would 
of course be deserted by the rank and file. But we 
need not anticipate such a day. If the Bible is from 
God, it can never come. 
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2. Others of the class now under consideration, 
wh ile hold ing firmly to the ground o f faith last 
mentioned, look sti ll farther, and, considering the 
effects which faith in the Bible has had on all true 
and consistent believers, they find that these effects 
are good and only good continually. They find that 
onl y those believers who have nor conformed their 
lives to the requirements of the book have failed to 
real ize these good effects; and that those who have 
confo rmed to it most nea rly have been the purest 
and best of men. They cannot believe that such tra its 
are wrought into human character by the belief of 
a book whose writers are impostors, and whose dis
tincti ve claim for itse lf is a fa lsehood. They cannot 
believe this, because they have learned by their own 
experience, and by that of those who have gone be
fore them, that the belief of falsehood is injurious 
to men, while the beli ef of truth alone is truly and 
permanently beneficial. Many eminent unbelievers 
have themselves admitted that the highest ideal of 
human life wou ld be attained if men would live ac
cording to the requirements of this book, and thus 
our of their own mouths we confirm the solid ity of 
th is ground of belief. 

A feeble attempt has been made to offset this 
argument by pointing to a very few men in heathen 
lands who have lived very noble li ves and taught a 
very pure morality, though they never saw or heard 
of the Bible; but to this it is truly answered that the 
life of the noblest man who ever lived in heathen 
lands cannot compare to those of tho usands who 
have believed the Bible; and that only so fa r as the 
lives and precepts of these noble heathens are in 
harmony with the teachings of the Bible, is there 
anything in them to be admired. The fact, then, in
stead o f being an objection to our argument, only 
confirms it by furn ishing additional proof of the en
nobling effects of that which our Bible teaches. 

3. A third ground fo r the faith of the second 
class o f believers is one not so easi ly defined, but 
full y as substan tial as either of the preceding. It is 
the stamp of truthfu lness which is felt rather than 
seen as they read the Bible and reflect on its con
tents. They have observed that false narratives, even 
when most plausible, have an indefinable air or tone 
about them which awakens suspicion and causes 
us to pause and hesitate about receiving them; and 
that, on the other hand, there is an air or tone about 
truth which asserts itself and dissipates doubt. It is 
comparable to the ring of a sound bell, or of a piece 
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of sound porcelain, as di stinguished from that of 
one sligh rl y cracked. More profound thinkers may 
be able to analyze and define the characteristics of 
truth and error alluded to, bu t our second class of 
believers make no such attempt. The human mind 
is made for the reception of truth, and when it is 
uncorrupted it has a natural susceptibility to truth, 
analogous to that of the eye to light, and of the ear 
to sound, which enables it within certain limits to 
recognize both truth and fa lsehood. This instinct is 
no guide in matters of a purely scientific character; 
but in matters of history and morals it will assert 
itself, and its promptings are often irresistible. A ju
ryman is often led by it to decide cases of property 
and life, when the exp licit testimony wo uld have 
led him in the opposite direction. Now those of 
whom I speak feel, as they read their Bibles from 
day to day and year to yea r, that they are in mental 
and spiritual contact with narrat ives and precepts 
which have the ring of truth about them. They feel 
this so di stinctly, and it impresses them so deeply, 
that they cannot shake it off if they would, and they 
cannot attempt to do so without doing vio lence to 
their moral nature . 

Adrift 
POSTMODERNISM IN THE CHURCH 

by PhjJ Sanders Adrift 

Is there such a thing as absolute truth? 
The winds of change in today·s church leave indi
vidual Christians with many questions: Is it possible 
to be certain of anything? Can I know for sure that I 
am saved? Does it matter what I believe? How can I 
come to understand God: These questions leave us 
adrift on a sea of uncertainty. Phil Sanders address
es these questions by bringing us back to basic 
Bible teachings. Christians do not need to flounder 
in uncertainty. The Bible is the north star that clearly 
points the way to the anchor of truth - the eternal 
foundation of God. paper back, 251 pages 

$9.9 9 
plus $4.00 shipping and handling 

Texas residents add 6.25% sales tax 
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It will be admitted that if God were in any 
proper sense the author of the Bible, it would bear 
these marks of its own truthfulness. Indeed, if he 
inspired its authors, he must have desired that his 
creatures should believe its statements and observe 
its precepts; and he would certainly impart this very 
quality to it. The fact, then, that the Bible has the 
identical effect on a vast multitude of its readers 
which its author must have designed if that author 
is God, is no mean proof that God is its author. This 
evidence can have but little effect on those who are 
as yet unbelievers, and who consequently do not re
ceive the impression we refer to; but it is solid and 
satisfactory evidence to all those who have for this 
and other reasons combined received the book as 
true, and studied it for the good that is in it. 

4. The next ground on which we plant our feet 
is found in the incomparable character of Him who 
is the central figure in the panorama which the Bible 
spreads out before us. Friends and foes alike admit 
that Jesus who is called the Christ occupies this po
sition. He is the centre and soul of the New Testa
ment, and, whether unbelievers will have it or not, 
the law and the prophets all pointed to him as their 
end. Now when we consider who the writers of the 
Bible were, what they were in their education, in 
their prejudices, in their hopes, and in their concep
tions of humanity, we are driven to the conclusion 
that it was impossible for them to either conceive 
or depict such a character as Jesus. This argument 
has been set forth by eloquent writers in whole vol
umes; and it has often been said that the conception 
and portrayal of such a character by these writ
ers without divine inspiration would have been a 
greater miracle than any which Jesus is said to have 
wrought. Of course the word miracle is here used 
in its etymological sense of a mere wonder, and not 
in its scriptural sense of an immediate act of God. 
Though so often and so confidently published to 
the world, this argument has never met with a seri
ous answer, so far as the present writer is informed. 
Until it shall be proved to be without force, we must 
be allowed to still believe that the Bible is the book 
of God, for this reason, even if we should be com
pelled to lay aside all others. 

5. As a result of mature reflection on the last two 
grounds of faith, there spreads out before the believer 
another field of evidence, in which he beholds a won
drous adaptation of this book to the spiritual wants 
of our fallen race. That we are sinners before God, 

is the profound conviction of every thoughtful soul 
who realizes the existence of a divine being to whom 
we are responsible for our conduct. Every such per
son feels the need of something to impress upon him 
a keener sense of his unworthiness, to deliver him 
from the guilt which he has already incurred, and to 
give him ability to resist the enticements of sin. He 
looks in vain for deliverance and strength to all the 
systems of human philosophy, and to all the religions 
of earth except that of the Bible. In the revelations 
of this book he finds what he desires; or rather, he 
finds that which, whether consciously sought or not, 
meets and satisfies the longings of his soul. He finds 
in this book, as he thoughtfully and believingly reads 
it, power to subdue his stubborn will, and to bring 
him in humble penitence to the foot-stool of the God 
whom it reveals. He finds in the tender mercy there 
offered to him through the atoning blood of a won
drous Redeemer, whose work is the characteristic 
and the glory of this religious system, the only con
ceivable release from the burden of his guilt; for only 
in forgiveness, free and final, can the guilty soul find 
peace. Receiving this heavenly gift, he enjoys a peace 
of mind which passes all understanding. Starting for
ward afresh in the journey of life, he finds the same 
good book furnishing him with hopes, and gratitude, 
and courage, which enable him to control himself as 
no other man can, by maxims of wisdom and holi
ness which gradually transform him into the spiritual 
image of his God, and fit him to dwell with God for
ever. With this experience, he cannot doubt that the 
book which has enabled him to attain it, and which 
claims to be the word of God, is all that it claims to 
be. 

6. Some of the class of believers now under con
sideration have extended their readings into general 
history and the history of the church. All such have 
learned that the claim of the Bible to be the word of 
God has passed through fiery trials in the course of 
its history, such as would long since have brought it 
into contempt had it not been too well grounded to 
be overthrown. If the book had come down through 
the ages unchallenged, the continued hold which it 
had on the confidence of men would argue little in 
its favor; but instead of this, its claim has been hotly 
contested by men of genius and learning from the 
second century after Christ until the present time. 
All manner of literary weapons have been wield
ed against it, including the sneers of scoffers, the 
ridicule of the giddy and profligate, the criticisms of 
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men of letters, the deductions of philosophers, and 
the researches of historians. Decipherers of manu
scripts and hieroglyphics, students of archeology, 
delvers in the bowels of the earth, explorers of the 
solar system and of the stellar universe, analyzers 
of historical documents, and experts in comparative 
philology, have unitedly and separately assailed the 
Bible, many times proclaiming that they had put all 
of its friends to flight, and that soon it would have 
no intelligent man to uphold its claims; but through 
all these conflicts it has passed without loss in the 
number of its friends, and not only without loss, but 
with an ever-increasing number who insist that it 
is the word of God. The enemies of the book are 
boldly challenged to tell how this can be, if the high 
claim set up for it is false, or even doubtful. 

This challenge is answered by the statement that 
the tenacious hold which the Bible has on the minds 
of men is the result of superstition, and of an ob
stinate conservatism which is natural to our race. 
The answer is refuted by the fact that it is not the 
superstitious part of our race, nor the part most 
given to blind conservatism, that has thus clung to 
the Bible. That portion of the race most given to 
these two weaknesses is found where the Bible is 
unknown, or is made subordinate to other rules of 
faith, as among Mohammedans and Buddhists. On 
the other hand, those nations which have shown 
themselves freest of all from superstition, and 
quickest of all to cast aside old errors and to seize 
upon now truths, are the very nations which have 
clung most tenaciously to the Bible. Not only so, 
but the class of men in these nations most noted 
for faith in the Bible, includes in it leaders in hu
man thought in every department of learning. To 
such an extent is this true, that when unbelievers 
of real learning and talent have for a time become 
leaders of great bodies of men, they have, as a 
rule, soon lost their leadership as a result of defeat 
in the conflicts which their attacks on the Bible 
have provoked. More than two or three might be 
named, who, in the memory of persons now living, 
have attained to such leadership and then lost it. 
Now this whole series of battles has been fought 
over the single question, whether the Bible is the 
word of God, in the sense of our proposition. The 
proposition has thus far been so triumphantly 
maintained as to inspire us with the strongest con
viction that it is true, and that it will continue to 
be maintained in the estimation of an ever increas-
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ing number of persons, until at last there shall be 
none to call it in question. The Bible has today an 
immensely wider recognition among men than at 
any previous period in its history. More copies of 
it are now annually published and sold than ever 
before; more, perhaps, than of any one thousand 
other books combined. It is printed and read as 
no other book ever has been or ever will be, in 
all the languages of the earth which have an al
phabet, while many of these languages have been 
provided with alphabets for the very purpose that 
the Bible might be printed in them. It is one of the 
most wonderful events of this present century of 
wonders, that on May 1st, 1881, when the Revised 
Version of the English New Testament was pub
lished, more than one million copies were sold in 
a single day, and this among the people of all the 
earth who already had in hand the largest num
ber of New Testaments. There is nothing compa
rable to this in the history of books. These facts 
guarantee that its power over the next generation 
will be far greater and more world-wide than it is 
now. Indeed, if we judge the future by the rules 
of ordinary foresight, the facilities which now ex
ist for the free circulation of this book throughout 
the world, and the multitude of rich and powerful 
friends who esteem it a high privilege to expend 
fabulous sums of money to put it into the hands of 
every human being, argue a future for it which is 
far more glorious thar~ its most enthusiastic friends 
have dreamed, or Christian poets have sung. 

A book with such a history and such prospects, 
all due to the fact that it is believed to be the word 
of God, cannot be standing on a false claim, if there 
is any such thing as distinguishing between docu
ments that are false and those that are true. On this 
ground we rest our faith; and we feel that in do
ing so we would be standing on a rock, if there was 
nothing else beneath our feet. But we stand not on 
this alone. We step backward and forward on the six 
different grounds which we have enumerated, with 
no uncertainty in our tread; and when we think of 
them all, we realize that the believer has within his 
reach, if he will reflect soberly, and read but a little 
outside of his Bible, abundant evidence to satisfy an 
honest soul, and to defend his faith against the as
saults of unbelief. 

P.O. Box 690192 
Houston, 1X 77269-0192 

FF 



(Hugo McCord was a man of brilliance and courage. In his lifetime, he did much good in teaching ever
lasting verities and encouraging others to do the same. His name lives in the hearts of many who benefited 
personally and directly from the wisdom of this man of God. We are happy to be able to print another of his 
unpublished manuscripts.) 

11Faith'' and 11The Faith'' 
By Hugo McCord 

Two principal dictionary definitions of "faith" 
are: (1) an "unquestioning belief in God, re
ligion, etc.," and (2) "a religion or system of 

religious beliefs." 
In the New Testament, when the meaning of 

"faith" is "an unquestioning belief in God, religion, 
etc.," the word "faith" often is without the definite 
article "the" (Mark 11:22; Acts 6:5; 11:24; 20:21; 
Rom. 1:17; 3:28; 5:1; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 2:20; 
3:11; Eph. 6:23; 1 Tim. 1:5; 6: 11; Heb. 10:38). 

In the New Testament, when the meaning of 
"faith" is "a religion or system of religious beliefs," 
the word "faith" is often preceded by the definite 
article "the" (Luke 18:8; Acts 6:7; 13:8; 14:22; 
15:9; 16:5; 24:24; 1 Cor. 16:13; 2 Cor. 13:5; Col. 
1:23; Jude 3). 

"Faith," as "an unquestioning belief in God, 
religion, etc.," is personal, subjective, and internal, 
while "faith," as "a religion or system of religious 
beliefs," is impersonal, objective, and external. 

I. "Faith" 
"Faith" (pistis) is "conviction," "belief" (Thayer), 
"trust," "confidence" (B-G-D). In relationship to 
God, faith holds "that he exists and that he rewards 
those who seek him" (Heb. 11 :6). In relationship to 
Christ, faith says "I believe that jesus Christ is the 
Son of God" (Acts 8:37), and that "no one comes to 
the Father except through" him Oohn 14:6). 

Personal salvation (justification, righteousness) 
a sinner obtains by his "faith" (Acts 16:30-31; Gal. 
3:11; He b. 10:38). But salvation is not by faith 
alone. The "worst" of sinners (Paul's own estimate 
of himself, 1 Tim. 1:15-16), having seen the Lord in 
the sky, had faith only for "three days," but still was 
in his sins until they were washed away in baptism 
(Acts 9:1-9; 22:16). 

Then, from the moment of Paul's baptism (at 
about age 33), he lived "from faith into faith" 

(Rom. 1: 17), that is, faith all the way, from his bap
tism until he died, at about age 68. In "the reign 
of Nero" he was "beheaded with the sword" (Bible 
Dictionary, p. 97). john wrote that "the victory that 
overcomes the world" is "our faith" (1 John 5 :4). 

Christians are exempt from obeying the Old 
Testament law of Moses, as Habakkuk prophesied 
some 600 years in advance: "the righteous shall live 
by his faith" (2:4 ), which verse Paul quoted: "Now 
it is clear that no one is justified before God by the 
law, for 'The righteous shall live by faith"' (Gal. 
3:11). 

Actually, no law, Mosaic or Christ's or any oth
er, has any saving power: "If a law had been given 
which could make alive, righteousness would truly 
have been by law" (Gal. 3 :21). If any law had in
herent saving power, God would have thought of 
it, and would have saved his praying Son from the 
cross (Luke 22:41-44). Only jesus' blood has saving 
power (Heb. 9:22). 

But law has its place, and salvation is dependent 
on "the law of faith" (Rom. 3:27), a law requiring 
obedience (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; 8:2; 16:26), called 
"the law of Christ" (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 6:2): 

"Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be 
forgiven" (Acts 2:38, NIV, 1978 edition). "Be faith
ful until death, and I will give to you the crown of 
life" (Rev. 2:10). 

Those today who eliminate "the law of faith" 
(Rom. 3:27) from "faith" must also eliminate three 
inspired statements: 

1. "Where there is no law, neither is there trans
gression" (Rom. 4:15). 

2. "Sin is not imputed when there is no law" 
(Rom. 5:13). 

3. "Sin is lawlessness" (1 john 3:4 ). 
As a valid faith is not faith only Oames 2: 19), 

and as a valid faith is not lawless (Rom. 3 :27), so a 
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valid faith is not without works (James 2:20). But in 
the works which God has commanded (Phil. 2: 12), 
and without which we cannot be saved Uames 
2:20), there is no saving power (Heb. 9:22}: 

"When you have done all things that have been 
commanded, say, 'We are unworthy servants. We 
have done that which was our duty to do"' (Luke 
17:10). 

The only saving power is "the precious blood 
of Christ, as an unblemished and spotless Lamb" (1 
Pet. 1:18-19). But human works are required before 
the blood washes sins away: 

1. Faith itself is a human work, a work of the 
mind with no saving power, but without which 
"you shall die in your sins" (John 6:29; 8:24). 

2. Repentance itself is a human work, a work of 
the mind, with no saving power, but without which 
"all of you will perish" (Luke 13:3, 5). 

3. Baptism also is a human work, with no sav
ing power, but without which there is no salvation 
(Mark 16: 16; 1 Pet. 3:21), and all those who reject 
baptism class themselves with those who, in John's 
day, "rejected the counsel of God against them
selves, being not baptized by him" (Luke 7:30). 

In addition, there is no saving power in the 
"good works" that follow saving faith (Eph. 2:8-
1 0), but unless they follow, "faith without works is 
dead" (James 2:26). 

Nothing that any human can do has any saving 
power, but no one "will enter heaven's kingdom" 
except "the one who does the will of my heavenly 
Father" (Matt. 7:21). Every saved sinner delights in 
his "work of faith, and labor of love" (1 Thess. 1:3}, 
though he knows his work and labor are without 
saving power. 

Moreover, he knows that he must "work out" 
his own "salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 
2: 12). As God's "righteous one," he lives "by faith," 
a faith that is "conjoined with obedience to Christ" 
(Thayer), but he knows that "if he shrinks back," 
the Lord has announced that "my soul has no plea
sure in him" (Heb. 10:38). 

UJ'heFaith" 
"The faith" (he pistis) is "the substance of Christian 
faith," or "what is believed by Christians" (Thayer), 
or "the common faith" (Titus 1 :4 ), or "the faith of 
the gospel" (Phil. 1:27). What is believed by Chris
tians "comes from Christ's teaching" (Rom. 10: 17) 
and "the apostles' doctrine" (Acts 2:42). 
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Jesus announced that "the message which I have 
spoken will judge" each person "in the last day" 
(John 12:48). Also he announced that the apostles' 
doctrine originated in heaven before it reached the 
mouths or the pens of the apostles: 

Whatever you bind on the earth will have been 
bound in heaven, and whatever you release on 
the earth will have been released in heaven (Matt. 
18:18). 

Four apostles (Matthew, John, Paul, Peter) 
wrote 21 books of the New Testament. The apostles 
by hand-laying could impart miraculous gifts (Acts 
8: 18), and one of those gifts was "prophecy" (1 
Cor. 12:10). Among those having the gift of proph
ecy were Mark, Luke, James, Jude, and the author 
of the book of Hebrews, who wrote 6 books of the 
New Testament. Thus all 27 of the New Testament 
books make up the "apostles' doctrine." 

The warning that the apostle John gave about 
anyone's adding to or subtracting from anything in 
the book of Revelation ought to alert every unin
spired person about the sin of adding to or subtract
ing from any Bible book (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Rev. 
22:18-19; cf. 1 Cor. 4:6, ASV). 

The 27 New Testament books set forth "the 
substance of the Christian faith," "what is believed 
by Christians" (Thayer), and so those books de
scribe "the faith." The alleged latter day revelations 
written by Joseph Smith in his Book of Mormon, 
or of Mary Baker Eddy in her book, Science and 
Health, are not part of "the faith." Instead, if "an 
angel from heaven" ("Moroni" of the Mormons?) 
"preach any other gospel" than "the gospel which" 
the apostles "preached" (1 Cor. 15: 1-2), "let him be 
accursed" (Gal. 1: 8). 

''All things that pertain to life and godliness" 
have been put in written form in the 27 books of 
"the faith," with the result that "the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work" (2 Pet. 1 :3; 2 Tim. 3: 17). As a result, 
humble men of God speak only "as the oracles of 
God," and dare not open their mouths except by 
book, chapter, and verse from the New Testament 
(1 Pet. 4: 11). They speak where the Bible speaks, 
and are silent where the Bible is silent. 

Oh! the preciousness of "the faith": 
1. After Jesus had said that God will "grant jus

tice to his chosen people," he became pessimistic: 
"But, when the Son of Man comes, will he find the 
faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8). 



2. Soon after the day of Pentecost, May 28, 
A.D. 30, in Jerusalem, "a great many of the priests 
were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). 
3. On the island of Cyprus, in the city of Paphos, 
Elymas, a sorcerer, tried "to turn" Sergi us Paulus, a 
proconsul, "away from the faith," causing Paul to 
call him a "son of the devil" (Acts 13:6-11). 

4. As Paul and Barnabas concluded their first 
missionary journey (49 A.D.), "they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the 
souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue 
in the faith, and saying, 'We must through many 
tribulations enter the kingdom of God'" (Acts 
14:20-22). 

5. At the Jerusalem conference, Peter testified 
that circumcision was not necessary for the Gen
tiles to "be saved," for God made "no difference 
between us [the Jews] and them [the Gentiles], hav
ing cleansed their hearts by the faith" (Acts 15 :9). 

6. As a result of the preaching of Paul and Si
las in Phrygia and Galatia (A.D. 51), "the churches 
were strengthened in the faith, and increased in 
number daily" (Acts 16:5-6). 

7. While Paul was a prisoner in Caesarea in 
A.D'. 57, Governor Felix, with his wife Drusilla, 
"sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith 
in Christ" (Acts 24:24). 

8. Paul wrote about "the word of the faith 
which we are preaching" (Rom. 10:8), which he 
did for about 35 years, and was able to write to 
Timothy "I have kept the faith" (2 Tim. 4:7). 

9. James wrote about "the faith of our glorious 
Lord, Jesus Christ" (2: 1). 

10. Peter wrote about "the precious faith, in the 
righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ" 
(2 Pet. 1:1). 

11. The author of the book of Hebrews wrote 
that Jesus is the "originator and completer of the 
faith" (12:2). 

12. Jude wrote of the "most holy faith," "of the 
common salvation," as he exhorted Christians to 
"contend earnestly for the faith, which was entrust
ed once for all to the saints" Oude 3, 20). 

"0 the depth of the riches both of God's wis
dom and of his knowledge" (Rom. 11:33 ), the em
bodiment of "love" (1 John 4:8), "not willing that 
any should perish" (2 Pet. 3:9). 
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Best Blasphemy 
Awards 

mherst, NY (Nov. 16, 2009) -The Center 
or Inquiry (CFI) i~ ple~se? to announce that 
en Peters of Cahfornta ts the Grand Prize 

winner of its Blasphemy Contest, which asked con
testants to submit statements of no more than twen
ty words critical of religious beliefs. The entry Mr. 
Peters submitted was: "Faith is no reason." 

It is good to know that The Center for Inquiry 
is little noted and what it says is not long remem
bered. Still, there is something challenging about the 
surprising selection of a four word slogan, Faith is 
no reason, as the Grand Prize winner of their Blas
phemy Contest. 

To be brutally honest, we could not care less 
about the contest and its outcome, but the winning 
statement raises questions that need to be considered. 

So, we will try our hand at responding to Ken 
Peters' abbreviated meaninglessness. The four words 
Peters strung together create a phrase that is at best 
ambiguous, and therefore mostly worthless. 

Just for the fun of it, let's take a look at it. The 
first question that springs to my mind is, what does 
he mean by the word "faith"? I doubt if he and all 
the judges of the Blasphemy Contest know. 

Many volumes have been written on the subject 
of faith. Some of it is good and some of it is beat
ing the air. To undertake researching all this mate
rial would not likely produce a consensus and would 
take a lifetime to accomplish. So, that is "vanity and 
vexation of spirit." FF 
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Is Baptism Essential 
to Salvation? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

This book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 arguments 
concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback, 91pgs. 

$6.00 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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Ecclesiastes 9:5-1 0 
By John Hobbs 

T he book o f Ecclesiastes is one of the most 
groping and perplexi ng books in scripture. 
Solomon aske d the pointed qu es ti on, 

"What profit ha th ma n of a ll hi s labo r whe re in 
he la bo re th under the sun ?" (Eccl. 1:3) . So lo
mon sea rched for meaning ro life in many areas 
- bu il ding projects, possess io ns, go ld and s il 
ve r, he rds and flocks, singing g roups, etc. He even 
sa id , " I withheld not my heart fro m any joy" (Eccl. 
2 :1 0). 

In Ecclesias tes 2:1 1 he wrote, "The n I looked 
o n a ll the works that my hands had wrought, and 
on the labor that l had labo red to do; and, beho ld , 
a ll was va nity and a striving after wi nd , and there 
was no profit under the sun ." 

Th ro ug ho ut t he Book, Solomo n is leading us 
ro the conclusio n: " Fea r God and keep hi s com
ma ndme nts; for thi s is the w ho le duty of man . 
Fo r God will bring every work into judgmenr, 
with every hidden thing, whet he r it be good, or 
whe the r it be evi l" (Eccl. 12: 13-14). 

In li ght of this judg ment by God, the o nly ful
fill ed life is o ne lived in p ro pe r recogniti o n of 
God and se rvi ce to h im. Any o th e r kind of life 
is frustrating and po intless. One who seeks ro be 
satis fi ed apart from God wi ll li ve with futility re
ga rdl ess of his accumula ti ons of money, things, 
honors, fame , and fortune . 

Alleged Bible 
Contradictions 
George W. DeHoff 
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Some claim that Ecclesiastes contradicts t he 
rest of the Bib le and is nor to be trusted for truth. 
The a rgument is usual ly directed especially toward 
one chapter in Ecc les iastes, and that is chapte r 
nine. More specifica ll y, verses 5 -10. The reason 
fo r this argument is that in chapte r nine the dead are 
described as unconscio us, and Sheol is d esc ribed 
as a place or condit io n witho ut knowledge o r 
w isdo m. Therefore, it becomes impera ti ve that we 
give a di ligent study ro these verses. 

Verses 5·6 

"For the living know that they shall die: but the 
dead know not anything, neither have they any more 
a reward; for the m emory of them is forgotten . 

As well their love, as their hatred and their envy, 
is perished long ago; neither have they any more a 
portion forever in anything that is done under the 
Sl/11. 

The key phrase is " under rhe sun ." Iris found 
29 rimes in Ecclesiastes and nowhere e lse in scrip
ture. H ere is how some scholars have defined this 
very impo rtant ph rase . 

"Under the present heavens of this present evil 
world .. . refers to this world ill its fa llen co11dition 
... looking at things from a low, sensual, material
istic plane ... while you are physically alive ... daily 
life ... life lived here 011 this earth .. . life lived from 
a strictly earth!)' perspective ... on em·th, or it may 
serve to reinforce the limited scope of huma11 reason 
and its incapacity to see the whole .. . to the life i11 
this world and mo1·e specifically to the meaningless
ness of life under the llaturallight of this world as 
opposed to the tme spiritual light ... the vanity of a 
self-contained world .. . a purely secular order." 

Arn o Gaebe lein de fin es t he phrase, "That 
w hich is ' under the sun ' is "on th e earth." There 
is, of course, something w hich is above the sun . 
The wr iter makes it clea r th a t in a ll his sea rching 
and descript io n of the things under the sun he docs 
not depend o n di vine reve la tion , o n that w hich is 
above th e sun, but he reaches his res ults through 
t he l ig h t wh ich na tu re g ives; hi s resources a rc 
withi n himself." 



The phrase "under the sun" helps us to un
derstand these two verses. From a purely earthly 
perspective the dead know not anything, have 
no reward, their memory is forgotten, and their 
actions of love, hatred, envy are perished. 

The context indicates that Solomon is using 
this phrase as referring to this present evil world 
which has been subjected to vanity and travail. It 
is this vanity that Solomon describes in the book 
of Ecclesiastes when he continually uses the ex
pression "under the sun." He also describes it as 
"chasing after the wind." No one would think 
that the expression "chasing after the wind" means 
to literally chase after the literal wind. Likewise, 
Solomon is referring to the evil as "under the 
sun," probably referring back to Genesis 3:17-
19. He constantly makes references to the curse 
of evil in connection with "under the sun" - (cf. 
Eccl. 4:1, 3, 7). 

The Bible clearly teaches that one lives af
ter physical death (Matt. 22:31-32; Matt. 17:3-
4 ), has knowledge and a conscious memory after 
death (Luke 16:19-31; Rev. 6:9-11), has reward 
after death (Heb. 11:6; Rev. 2:10; 7:14-17; 
22: 14), one's n1emory is not forgotten (Heb. 
6: 10; Matt. 10:42; 1 Pet. 1:9), and one's actions 
receive their just due (Rev. 20: 12; 22: 12; Matt. 
16:27; Heb. 2:2-3). 

But, "under the sun" - from the litnited 
scope of hun1an reason alone - it appears that 
what Solon1on says in verses 5 and 6 is true. The 
phrase "under the sun" points to a need for di
vine guidance. Man by hin1self cannot figure out 
how to live on this earth. Consider these Bible 
verses: 

Prov. 3:5, "Lean not upon thine own 
understanding." 

Prov. 3:7, "Be not wise in thine own eyes." 
Prov. 23:4, "Cease from thine own 

wisdom." 
Prov. 28:26, "He that trusteth in his own 

heart is a fool." 
I sa. 5:21, "Woe unto them that are wise in 

their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!" 
Jer. 10:23, "0 jehovah, I know that the way of 

man is not in himself; it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps." 

Rom. 12:16, "Be not wise in your own 
conceits." 

The Bible was given to us to know how to live 

on this earth and take us to heaven. Paul said in 
Acts 20:32, "And now I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you the inheritance and all 
them that are sanctified." Jesus said, "Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 
4:4 ). The Psalmist wrote, "Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet and light unto my path" (Ps. 119:105). 

Verse 7 

"Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy 
wine with a merry heart; for God hath already ac
cepted thy works." 

Up to this point Solomon has been providing 
advice; he now assumes a sense of urgency. This is 
seen in his admonitions, which are expressed in the 
imperative. In his sovereignty, God requires man to 
take the initiative and act. 

God meant for all his gifts to be enjoyed. The 
image of "bread" and "wine" is frequently used 
in scripture as a symbol of the fact that God gives 
comfort and cheer to people (Gen. 14: 18; 1 Sam. 
16:20; 25:18; Neh. 5:15; Lam. 3:12). 

The summons to "eat thy bread" and "drink 
thy wine" is directed against the idea of yielding 
to grief and despair. The possessive "thy" implies 
that these are gifts from God that he wants us to 
enJoy. 

In the Book of Genesis everything God 
made was "good." From every point of view it is 
better policy to enjoy what may be enjoyed than to 
brood and worry over difficulties that cannot be 
overcome. 

Even with the limitations and problems of 
this present life, we should rejoice in the temporal 
good things of life. Solomon has been repeating this 
teaching throughout the book (Eccl. 3:12-13, 22; 
5:18-19; 6:12; 8:15; 9:7-9). 

Notice the words "joy" and "merry heart." 
Since death ends one's life on earth (9:2), God 
wants us to make the best of life. What ground 
has the faithful Christian for melancholy? None! 
Faithful Christians are commanded, "Rejoice in 
the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice" (Phil. 
4:4 ). Peter said, "Insomuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings, rejoice; that at the revelation of 
his glory also ye may rejoice with exceeding joy" 
(1 Pet. 4:13 ). 

Notice: "For God hath already accepted thy 
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works." This means that the actions to eat and 
drink with joy and a merry heart has already 
been determined and approved by God. Solo
mon is teaching the certainty of death (Eccl. 9:5) 
is not to prevent the enjoyment of life. The word 
"already" implies that God has had this thought 
in mind eternally. He has not just been brought 
around of late to this point of view. Obviously, 
this last phrase does not mean that God accepts 
evil and wickedness! 

Verse 8 

uLet thy garments be always white; and let not thy 
head lack oil.,, 

Moving from food and drink, Solomon calls 
fo( festive raiment. While clothing and oil would 
suggest comfort and feasting, such were not to be 
used in times of grief and sorrow. 

Grief induced men to go about with hair un
kempt and face unwashed. Joy expresses itself 
in a shining countenance, which resulted in the 
anointing of the head and the face with oil and 
properly arranging the hair. BDB suggest that the 
word "white" here is a "sign of cheerfulness and 
joy." Ginsburg states, "White garments become 
the emblems of purity and festivity." The use of oil 
as a symbol of joy is found in Isaiah 61:3 -"oil 
of joy" (cf. Psa. 45 :8). What God has given us he 
wants us to use and enjoy. 

Vene9 

"Live joyfully with the wife whom thy lovest all the 
days of thy life of vanity, which he hath given thee 
under the sun, all thy days of vanity: for that is 
thy portion in life, and in thy labor wherein thou 
laborest under the sun. " 

Notice the word "joyfully." Again the re
peated theme in verses 7-9 is to enjoy life. The 
joys of life are to be shared with one's wife. Mar
riage is the gift of God. Genesis 2:18 states, "It 
is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make a help meet for him." Proverbs 18:22 states, 
"Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and 
obtaineth favor of Jehovah." Furthermore, this 
wife is to be loved throughout life (cf. Eph. 5:25-
33 ). Solomon is urging fidelity in marriage (cf. 
Prov. 5:15-21; Heb. 13:4}. 

Again notice the common phrase "under the 
sun" used 29 times in Ecclesiastes. It appears 
twice in verse nine. Here it is equated with "all 
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thy days of vanity." When one lives without God 
directing his life, life _is vanity, useless, worthless! 
But when one is directed by God's word, life is 
not vain. 

Paul said, "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15 :58). 
Here is the clear contrast between living a vain life 
and not living a vain life. Living under God's di
rections and guidance means one's labor "is not 
in vain." However, living without God's guidance 
brings a life of vanity. Solomon wants us to see the 
futility and hopelessness of living without God! 

The conclusion that Solomon is taking the 
reader to is in Chapter 12:13-14. "The whole duty 
of man" is "Fear God and keep his command
ments." This type of living is "above the sun" not 
"under the sun:" This type of living gives hope of a 
life after physical death (Rom. 8:24-25). 

Vene 10 

'Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl
edge, nor wisdom, in Sheol, whither thou goest." 

Solomon urges our best efforts in this life. By 
no means does he advocate a drifting along, doing 
nothing on the claim that work avails nothing. 

The word "hand" suggests ability, the word 
"findeth" suggests opportunity, and the word 
"might" suggests intensity. Now is the time for 
intense activity since Sheol (the realm of the dead; 
the place of all disembodied spirits) provides no 
opportunity for service. There will be absolutely 
nothing we can do after we die to enhance our 
position. 

Earthly activities cannot be continued after 
this life. Therefore, life must be lived now to its 
fullest. The certainty of death must not lead to 
inactivity. 

This verse is not a denial of a personal future 
state after death. It simply means when one dies, 
the possibilities of working and learning have 
ceased. Jesus said, "We must work the works of 
him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work" Oohn 9:4}. The New Tes
tament equivalent of verse 10 is Colossians 3:23, 
"Whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto the 
Lord, and not unto men." Our prayer should be, 
"Lord let me wear out- not rust out." 



We are traveling to the end of our earthly 
life. Every minute brings us closer. When we come 
to the grave, there is no work there, no planning 
on how to do something, no knowledge is there of 
any help. 

It is imperative that we understand that verse 
10 does not give us every angle of man's existence 
in Sheol. (Sheol is used only one time in Eccle
siastes and is basically equivalent to Hades.) No 
attempt is made to explain in detail the afterlife. 

We must not press out of the verse thoughts it 
was not intended to express. The floodlight of 
the New Testament reveals to us only two plac
es after death- heaven or hell (Matt 7:13-14; 
12:30; Rev. 20:11 to 22:5). 

How we live in this life determines where 
we spend the afterlife. Where will you spend 
eternity? 9009 Barber St. 

Sherwood, AR 72120-129Saddress 
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Do You Know You Will Go to Heaven? 

By Owen D. Olbricht 

AChristian lady phoned to ask if it was right 
for her to tell others that she knew she was 
going to heaven. She had begun to doubt it 

was right for her to say this to others because they 
might think she was bragging. 

What Can We Know? 

Does the Bible teach that we can know we are go
ing to heaven? If so, what passage can be quoted to 
prove we can know? We may not be able to know 
we are going to heaven, but we can know we have 
eternal life. 

John wrote, "These things I have I written you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life, and that 
you may continue to believe in the name of the Son 
of God" (1 John 5:13). 

How Can We Know? 

The purpose of what John wrote was so we can 
know we have eternal life? Our knowledge that we 
have eternal life is not based on emotions, a special 
personal testimony of the Holy Spirit, or an inner 
feeling. We can know based on what is written, for 
John wrote so that we may know that we have eter
nal life. 

Preceding verse 13, John stated, '1\nd this is the 
testimony that God has given us eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have 
life" ( 1 John 5: 11-12). God give testimony through 

the miracles he performed through Jesus U ohn 
8:18; 10:25; Act. 2:22), that through our believing 
in him, based on what has been written concern
ing Jesus, we can know we have eternal life a ohn 
20:30-31). 

Etemal LHe in Jesus 

Our assurance of eternal life is because we can share 
the eternal life that is in Jesus. We can know we have 
eternal life if we are in him, the source of eternal life. 
Our entry into Jesus takes place through our faith 
and repentance when we are baptized into Christ 
(Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27). Our having eternal life is de
pendent on our being in Jesus in whom is eternal life. 

After we are baptized, we can know we are in 
Jesus if we keep his word. "He who says, 'I know 
Him,' and does not keep his commandments, is a 
liar, and truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His 
word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By 
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this we know that we are in Him" (1 John 2:4-5). 
We can know we are in Jesus and have eternal life 
if we perfect our love for God by keeping his word 
and continuing in what was taught in the beginning 
years of Christianity (1 john 2:24-25). 

Can We Lose Eternal Life? 

As long as we are in jesus, we will have the eternal 
life that is in him. Our continuing to have eternal 
life is dependent on our remaining in Jesus. Eternal 
life is not ours as a matter of a personal possession 
but because of a relationship with Jesus. This can 
be compared with an electric current. As long as a 
cord is plugged into a live wall plug, the cord will 
have an electric current, but if it is unplugged, it will 
no longer have the live current available from the 
wall plug. After we are baptized into jesus, as long 
as we remain in Jesus by keeping his word, we can 
know we are in him and have the eternal life that is 
in him. 

If we fail to retain our relationship with Jesus, 
we will lose the eternal life that is in him. jesus 
taught this in his parable of the vine and branches. 
A branch will have life as long as it is in a vine, but 
if that relationship is severed, the branch will wither 
because it will no longer receive the life that is in 
the vine. 

jesus stated, "If anyone does not abide in Me, 
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he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they 
are burned" Uohn 15 :6). As long as we are in Jesus, 
we will have the life that is in jesus, thus we can 
know that we have the eternal life. 

What About Heaven? 

If we could be sure we would remain in Christ until 
we die, we would know for certain we will go to 
heaven. Paul had to control the passions of his body 
to be sure he would not be cast away (1 Cor. 9:27), 
and he wrote that those who think they stand are to 
take heed lest they fall (1 Cor. 10: 12). Peter assures 
us that if we develop the Christian virtues, we will 
never fall but will enter the everlasting kingdom 
(2 Pet. 1:5-11). 

Conclusion 

Since no one can be sure he will always remain in 
Christ until death (Rev. 2: 10), he cannot be abso
lutely certain he will go to heaven, but if we are in 
Christ as obedient followers, we can know that we 
have eternal life. As long as we continue to remain 
in Jesus, we are assured that heaven will be our eter
nal destiny. 

If we, like Paul, fight the good fight, keep the 
faith, and finish the course, then we can say with the 
apostle in the hour of our departure from this world 
to a new and better world, "Henceforth, there is 
laid up for me a crown of life, when the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me in that day." 
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(fhe following article is self-explanatory . . . the author says religion is all right so long as it is neither seen 
nor heard. Unbelievers will tolerate believers if they will just keep their mouths shut. Also, believers are not 
to say that anything they believe is true, because if it is true then anything that disagrees with it is false and 
thereby the believer commits the cardinal sin of saying that something is wrong. That is a no, no. If the new 
atheist says, which he clearly does, that Christianity is wrong then he is wrong, according to his own maxim. 
The new atheist, for instance, tells the believer not to say that Islam is false; neither is he permitted to say 
that New Atheism is false. Now, while those rules apply inflexibly to the believer, they do not apply to the 
atheist, who is permitted and even encouraged to say that all religion is wrong and therefore must be kept in 
the basement and behind the door. Anyway, for what it,s worth, here is a sample of the ''new" atheism, which 
look and sounds a lot like the "old,, atheism.) 

New Atheism 

A mherst, NY - The so-called New Atheist 
movement that topped the bestseller lists a 
couple of years ago-with books by Sam Har

ris, Christopher Hitchens, Richard Dawkins and 
others - is garnering mainstream attention once 
again. 

• An NPR segment on the "bitter rift" between 
more traditional atheists and New Atheists gener
ated controversy over its possible misinformation 
and bias. 

• An advertising campaign in the New York City 
subway system, proclaiming "a million New Yorkers 
are good without God" was sponsored by a coali
tion of eight local atheist and secularist groups. 

• The Chicago Chapter of the Coalition of Rea
son - made up of nine different secular, humanist, 
freethought and atheist groups-purchased billboards 
with a similar "good without God" message. 

o One prominent secular organization - The 
Center for Inquiry International - began pursu
ing a more New Atheist approach to outreach and 
communication. 

Amidst the controversy, though, the question 
remains-what exactly is New Atheism? 

In his new book, The New Atheism: Taking a 
Stand for Science and Reason (Prometheus Books), 
physicist Victor J. Stenger, author of the New York 
Times bestseller God: The Failed Hypothesis, aims to 
further develop an understanding of the New Athe
ist movement - saying that New Atheists should 
ask scientists and other nonbelievers to take a stand 
against those who base their beliefs on unjustified 
faith rather than on evidence and reason. 

"Atheists would have no problem with religion 
if it stayed in the home, church, and mosque," said 

Stenger. "But in recent years we have seen how ex
tremist elements have tried to force their irrational 
beliefs on the rest of us. Islamic terrorists and Chris
tian fundamentalists who separately think only they 
possess ultimate truth are exerting influence over 
public policy that far exceeds what is justified by 
their numbers." 

He asserts that New Atheists are committed to 
helping accelerate the trend away from religion that 
is already occurring in some parts of the world. In 
The New Atheism, Stenger discusses four key prin
ciples of New Atheism: 

1. Naturalism - the view that all of reality is 
reducible to matter and nothing else-is sufficient to 
explain everything we observe in the universe. 

2. Absence of evidence for God is, indeed, evi
dence of absence when the evidence should be there 
and is not. 

3. The Bible fails as a basis for morality and is 
unable to account for the problem of unnecessary 
suffering throughout the world. 

4. The "way of nature" of nontheist beliefs of 
Buddha, Tao, and Confucius is far superior to the 
traditional supernatural monotheisms, which his
tory shows can lead evil. 

Some nonbelievers agree with theists in find
ing the tone and positions of the New Atheists too 
uncompromising. Stenger insists that this more 
resolute approach is necessary as long as religious 
extremism is allowed to flourish. The New Athe
ists assert that religious belief should not be handled 
with kid gloves - that even moderate faith should 
not be considered benign. While some believers and 
even traditional atheists may consider this to be its 
own form of 'nonreligious extremism,' Stenger says 
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it's essential in order to move humanity away from 
superstition and toward rationality - the ultimate 
aim of the New Atheist movement, which Stenger 
considers more positive than negative. 

"What is truly 'new' about atheism is that the 
world, after too many centuries of giving religion 
a free rein, is now prepared to see and embrace the 
positive wisdom of doubt," says Dan Barker, co
president of the Freedom From Religion Founda
tion and author of Godless: How An Evangelical 

Preacher Became One of America,s Leading Atheists. 
"Victor Stenger, with his affirming, incisive and il
luminating observations, shows us that there is truly 
grandeur in taking a stand for something precious: 
science and reason." 

Adds Stenger, "We must stop giving religion a 
free ride and subject its claims to the same critical 
analysis we apply to every other element that plays 
such an important role in society. Our survival de-
pends on it." F 

F 

One of the Most Important Principles 
in Reading the Bible 

By John Piper 

Desiring God 

Sometimes readers of the Bible see the condi
tions that God lays down for his blessing and 
they conclude from these conditions that our 

action is first and decisive, then God responds to 
bless us. 

That is not right. 
There are indeed real conditions that God often 

commands. We must meet them for the promised 
blessing to come. But that does not mean that we 
are left to ourselves to meet the conditions or that 
our action is first and decisive. 

Here is one example to show what I mean. 
In Jeremiah 29: 13 God says to the exiles in 

Babylon, "You will seek me and find me, when you 
seek me with all your heart." So there is a condi
tion: When you seek me with all your heart, then 
you will find me. So we must seek the Lord. That is 
the condition of finding him. True. 

But does that mean that we are left to ourselves 
to seek the Lord? Does it mean that our action of 
seeking him is first and decisive? Does it mean that 
God only acts after our seeking? No. 

Listen to what God says in Jeremiah 24:7 to 
those same exiles in Babylon: "I will give them a 
heart to know that I am the Lord, and they shall 
be my people and I will be their God, for they shall 
return to me with their whole heart." 

So the people will meet the condition of re
turning to God with their whole heart. God will 
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respond by being their God in the fullest blessing. 
But the reason they returned with their whole heart 
is that God gave them a heart to know him. His ac
tion was first and decisive. 

So now connect that with Jeremiah 29:13. 
The condition there was that they seek the Lord 
with their whole heart. Then God will be found 
by them. But now we see that the promise in jer
emiah 24:7 is that God himself will give them such 
a heart so that they will return to him with their 
whole heart. 

This is one of the most basic things people need 
to see about the Bible. It is full of conditions we 
must meet for God's blessings. But God does not 
leave us to meet them on our own. The first and de
cisive work before and in our willing is God's prior 
grace. Without this insight, hundreds of conditional 
statements in the Bible will lead us astray. 

Let this be the key to all biblical conditions and 
commands: "Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure" (Phil. 
2:12-13 ). Yes, we work. But our work is not first 
or decisive. God's is. "I worked harder than any of 
them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that 
is with me" (1 Cor. 15: 10). 
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Potpourri ... 
A nother month rolls around and it is time 

for us to garner into Potpourri the current 
"news" in the religious world. 

There was a time when religious news on moral 
matters could be accurately predicted, but no more. 
The mainline denominations are the leadinig voices 
in advocating everything from active homosexuality 
to murdering babies. Liberalism rots the foundation 
of sectarians and decency goes out the window. 

Many of the major denominations are hanging 
on by a fingernail, but it wont be long before the 
fall. 

No need to cry ... the milk is spilt. 
Anyway, here we go for another month. 

Book Review 
• Eta Linnemann, Historical Criticism of the 

Bible Methodology or Ideology?, wrote a compelling 
book. It is has been on the market for over 10 
years, but not one word of it has been successfully 
challenged or refuted. 

Dallas Willard, University of Southern 
California, lambasted religious liberalism for 
refusing to deal with what professor Eta Linnemann 
presented in her exposure of liberalism's 
fundamental dishonesty. He correctly points out 
that the liberals Historic Criticism promotes secular 
humanism. To our knowledge, no one has objected 
... probably because the charge is true. 

Willard wrote: 
The ideas contained in secular human
ism, Enlightenment, and German ideal
ism have shaped Western universities and 
indeed our society. But have they under
mined biblical scholarship as well? Eta 
Linnemann, a former student of Rudolf 
Bultmann and Ernst Fuchs, asserts that 
they have. 

The author presents a telling analysis of 
the relation of scientific method and biblical 
interpretation within the context of the history of 
ideas. She offers a radical prescription for recovery. 
In his translator's introduction, Robert Yarbrough 
contends, "Linnemann's diagnosis and prescription 
have preemptive value, calling evangelicals to 
consider their ways before current maladies escalate 

to fatal proportions - assuming, of course, that is 
not already too late." 

"Every leader and participant in our educational 
system owes it to themselves and to the public to 
face the issues starkly laid out in this volume. 
The intellect is in severe trouble today, and Eta 
Linnemann shows clearly why. Her analysis sets the 
agenda for responsible Christian intellectuals and 
ministers in our day." 

Abilene Christian University Please Note 
• We are wondering if a professor at ACU would 

like to review the Linnemann material. The Firm 
Foundation will provide a cordial and brotherly 
forum. Failing that, would any professor in school 
operated by our brothers care to take up the cudgel. 

"[Eta Linnemann] offers important insights and 
challenges to all who, within the academic enterprise, 
seek to be faithful interpreters of the Scriptures as 
the Word of God" (E. Earle Ellis, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary). 

Biblical Backgrounds 
of the 
Troubled Middle East 
by Guy N. Woods 

•!• Guy N. Woods presents the details of the is
sues by: 

•:• Noting the biblical origins of the peoples in
volved 

•!• Examining events essential to the understand
ing of present-day developments. 

•!• Considering the claims to the lands the Arabs 
and Jews allege. 

•!• Including political, geographical and social 
details contributing to an understanding of the 
ongoing problems in the Middle East. 
0892254106, softback, 90 pgs. 

$11.49 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 
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BeAwore 
• A fifteen-year-old girl was gang raped on 

her way home from a school dance by as many as 
ten individuals committing multiple sex acts in an 
assault that lasted over two and a half hours. The 
victim was found unconscious and naked from the 
waist down near a picnic table by police after two 
males were overheard bragging about the assault. 

According to news reports, as a crowd of two 
dozen or so gathered to watch this heinous crime 
take place, not only did no one come forward to 
help or call the police, some in the crowd were 
apparently inspired to participate in the sexual 
assault. 

lired 

• A former cashier for The Home Depot who 
has been wearing a "One nation under God" button 
on his work apron for more than a year has been 
fired, he says because of the religious reference. 
The company claims that expressing such personal 
beliefs is simply not allowed. 

"I've worn it for well over a year and I support 
my country and God," Trevor Keezor. "I was just 
doing what I think every American should do, just 
love my country." 

The American flag button Keezer wore in the 
Florida store since March 2008 says "One nation 
under God, indivisible." 

Earlier this month, he began bringing a Bible 
to read during his lunch break at the store in the 
rural town of Okeechobee, about 140 miles north 
of Miami. That's when he says The Home Depot 
management told him he would have to remove the 
button. 

Keezer refused was fired on Oct. 23, he said. 
A Home Depot spokesman said Keezer was 

fired because he violated the company's dress code. 
"This associate chose to wear a button that 

expressed his religious beliefs. The issue is not 
whether or not we agree with the message on the 
button," Craig Fishel said. "That's not our place to 
say, which is exactly why we have a blanket policy, 
which is long-standing and well-communicated to 
our associates, that only company-provided pins 
and badges can be worn on our aprons." 

"There are federal and state laws that protect 
against religious discrimination," Skorupa said. 
"It's not like he was out in the aisles preaching to 
people." 
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Keezer said he was working at the store to earn 
money for college, and wore the button to support 
his country and his 27-year-old brother, who is in 
the National Guard and is set to report in December 
for a second tour of duty in Iraq. 

"These mottos and sayings that involve God, 
that's part of our country and historical fabric," 
Skorupa said. "In God we trust is on our money." 

Michael Masinter, a civil rights and employment 
law professor at NOVA Southeastern University in 
Fort Lauderdale, said any lawsuit over religious 
discrimination might be a tough one to win. 

"But we're not talking about religious displays 
here," he said. "This sounds more like a political 
message ... Wearing a button of that sort would 
not easily be described as a traditional form of 
religious expression like wearing a cross or wearing 
a yarmulke." (AP) 

Silliness Gone ro Seed 
• Frankfurt, Germany - An unusual Bible is 

being presented at the Frankfurt Book Fair in which 
the Scriptures have been compiled in the form of 
almost 4000 short messages in Twitter format. 

The German-language book, with the title, 
''And God decided to chill," is the result of a record
breaking attempt to "tweet" the whole of the 
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Bible in 10 days. It began in May at the German 
Protestant Kirchentag, or church convention, in 
Bremen. 

The free online Twitter service is an Internet 
application. Registered users write via computers 
or mobile phones using short messages - or 
"tweets" - of up to 140 characters that can be 
received worldwide. 

In Bremen, the Bible was divided into sections 
to be summarized as tweets. Volunteers then 
distributed flyers to tens of thousands of Kirchen tag 
visitors, listing the Bible verses to be summarized. 

Melanie Huber, the director of the German 
Protestant Web portal, evangelisch.de, which 
launched the Bible tweeting action, noted that 
Jesus is recorded in the Bible as saying, "What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what 
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops" 
(Matt. 10:27). 

"For us that means that Jesus would probably 
have tweeted," said Huber, writing on evangelisch. 
de. "We understand his message as being that he 
would use any suitable means of communication to 
reach people." 

A total of 3,906 short messages were collected 
in late May from more than 3,000 authors to create 
the Scriptures in short message format, the German 
Protestant news agency epd reported on Oct. 14. 

The idea for the book title came from Jessica 
Volker, who summarized a passage from the book 
of Genesis, "On the seventh day, God finished his 
creative project, and decided it was now time to chill." 

The portal "evangelisch.de" was launched 
earlier in the year by the German Protestant Media 
Association (GEP) in cooperation with epd and 
other groups, on Sept. 24. (Ecumenical News 
Service International) 

Pope Says Nope 

• WASHINGTON-In an extraordinary call to 
Catholics to prevent health care reform from being 
derailed by the abortion lobby, the United Sates 

. Conferenc~ of Catholic Bishops sent bulletin inserts 
to almost 19,000 parishes across the country. 

"Health care reform should be about saving 
lives, not destroying them," the insert states. It 
urges readers to contact Senate leaders so they 
support efforts to "incorporate longstanding 
policies against abortion funding and in favor of 
conscience rights" in health reform legislation. 

Ma"iage 
• Newark (RNS) In the national fight over legalizing 

gay marriage, New Jersey is a battleground state. 
It's the last state standing with a civil union law 

that has not explicitly prohibited or allowed gay 
marriage. Other states with civil union laws have 
already moved on, calling that union "marriage" 
or defining marriage as only between a man and a 
woman. 

In New Jersey, battle lines are being drawn on 
the issue that is so contentious it even pits political 
party members against each other. 

"I think, by and large, it's religious beliefs that 
come into ... 

ucc 
• The Rev. Geoffrey Black, the new general 

minister and president of the Cleveland-based 
United Church of Christ, is expected to continue the 
denomination's history of liberal activism. (Religion 
News Service) 

NarGyanswamy Subramanian 
• (Navaratri is known as the Festival of Nine 

Nights, and this is dedicated to the Supreme Being 
in the form of the Divine Mother. To give you a taste 

CHOSEN 
ALIENS 
by Robert J. Ball 

In this 13-chapter study, Old 
Testament history is touched on, 
but concentration is on God's 
chose people today as identified 
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of Hindu idolatry, we thought you might benefit 
from the following brief article. It will help you to 
understand the weakness of Hinduism, especially its 
pantheism, which degrades diety. It is weird!) 

The Mother is worshiped in three different 
forms. Each of these forms have a certain 
characteristic. Goddess Durga helps us overcome 
obstacles. Goddess Lakshmi gives us both spiritual 
as well as material wealth. Goddess Saraswathi is 
the one that confers knowledge and wisdom and 
ultimately takes us to the path of liberation. 

We have been having a special fire ceremony. 
This year, in view of the calamities that are facing 
the world, we seek the divine grace and blessings 
of the Divine Mother to mitigate financial turmoil. 

Priests offer a variety of fruits. We offer 
vegetables, grains. In India, women wear what's 
called saris, so we offer saris to the Divine Mother. 
These are all offered with clarified butter, the purest 
form of offering. 

The fire is a carrier of all the oblations that you 
give to divinity. Just like when you send a telegraph 
money order, the fire takes what you give and 
converts it to the kind of food or the material things 
that is desired by the deity. 

Material offering, when combined with 
chanting portions of what's called the 700 hymns 
on the Divine Mother, becomes a very powerful 
vibrational offering to the deity. We feel that the 
divine vibrations will reach throughout the world 
and will benefit all mankind. 

Water is supposed to be a very powerful way 
of absorbing these vibrations. They carried these 
silver pots filled with water that had been energized 
with all the powerful chantings up to the temple. 
The sanctified water is poured on the deities. This 
is one way of recharging, resanctifying, increasing 
the positive vibration of the deities. The deities are 
already very charged, but from time to time, we 
need to recharge it so that the vibrations increase, 
and it becomes more and more powerful in terms of 
blessing the devotee who comes to worship. 

We had anthropomorphic forms, where God 
is deified in a human form, and as we progress in 
our meditation, in our spiritual exercises, the form 
no longer becomes important. God is no longer 
confined to a certain temple, to a certain deity. 
God is everywhere, and once you start seeing 
God in everything, that's when you have reached a 
certain level of perfection, and that's when we say 
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there's no more worth for you, because you're now 
merged with the God, and this is what Hinduism is 
all about. 

AIDS 
• West Lafayette, Ind.-- Purdue University in 

Indiana said it had no plans to discipline a professor 
who presented an "economic case" against 
homosexuality on a conservative blog. 

"There are many things on the Internet that 
would be offensive to a lot of people but protected 
by the First Amendment," Purdue spokeswoman 
Jeanne Norberg told the Indianapolis Star. 

"The best response is to speak up, which is 
exactly what our students and some faculty are 
doing." 

Some students called for library science 
Professor Bert Chapman to resign or be fired for his 
Oct. 27 Townhall.com posting under the headline 
''An Economic Case Against Homosexuality." 

The posting, on the Web publication primarily 
dedicated to conservative U.S. politics, argued that 
the costs for AIDS research and treatment, among 
other things, should factor into the national debate 
over the acceptance of gays and lesbians. 

Chapman, 4 7, defended his blog. "As a 
conservative Christian, I firmly believe the 
homosexual lifestyle is morally wrong, and my blog 
posting sought to emphasize there are economic 
and public policy implications to widespread and 
open acceptance of this lifestyle," he said. 

Murder 

• Wichita, Kan. - Defiant and unapologetic, a 
man accused of shooting a Kansas abortion provider 
confessed to the slaying, telling The Associated Press 
that he killed the doctor to protect unborn children. 
Scott Roeder, 51, of Kansas City, Mo., spoke to the 
AP in a telephone call from jail, saying he plans to 
argue at his trial that he was justified in shooting Dr. 
George Tiller. 

"Because of the fact preborn children's lives 
were in imminent danger this was the action I chose. 
... I want to make sure that the focus is, of course, 
obviously on the preborn children and the necessity 
to defend them," Roeder said. 

"Defending innocent life - that is what 
prompted me. I mean, it is pretty simple," he said. 

(The Firm Foundation is unalterably opposed to 
abortion, but we are also equally firm in opposition 
to killing without due process of law those who kill 



babies. It is wrong to murder people for the crime of 
murdering people, even babies. We must not take the 
law into our own hands. The courts are open.) 

Boy or Girl? 
• Glasgow - According to reports out of 

Scotland, over 300 Christians lined the streets 
outside of a Glasgow theater that is staging a play 
this week that depicts Jesus as a transsexual. The 
play, Jesus Queen of Heaven, portrays Jesus as a 
man who wants to become a woman. 

The play is part of a week long, state-sponsored 
celebration of Scotland's gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and 
transsexual "culture". While festival organizers 
maintain that the play was not meant to incite or 
offend, Christians staged protests outside of the 
theater, waving signs and singing hymns. 

With European hate crime laws more strict, 
event organizers were quick to point out that 
protester signs such as, "Jesus, King of Kings, Not 
Queen of Heaven" could be seen as homophobic, 
even going as far suggesting that the Christian 
protesters could be inciting homophobia. 

With a wave of anti-Christian sentiment 
streaming throughout Europe, and specifically, the 
United Kingdom, this play, which producers call 
a "literary work of fiction exploring the artists' 
own journey" is sure to call into question the 
glaring insensitivity and imbalance that European 
governments exhibit. 

Caf6olia Say No 
• Washington - The Catholic Church 

has warned it will stop joint aid projects with 
Washington's authorities if the city passes a 
proposed law to legalize gay marriage. 

The U.S. capital's Catholic authorities had asked 
to be exempted from part of a proposed same-sex 
marriage law that would also ban discrimination 
against gay men and lesbians. 

In a statement, the city's archdiocese said the 
rules "could prevent social service providers such 
as Catholic Charities from continuing their long
term partnerships with the District government to 
provide critical social services for thousands of the 
city's most vulnerable residents." 

Programs at risk include adoption and foster 
care services and could affect 68,000 people who 
use the services each year, the church said. 

"Religious organizations and individuals are 
at risk of legal action for refusing to promote and 

support same-sex marriages in a host of settings 
where it would compromise their religious beliefs." 

"The teachings of the Catholic Church, including 
those of the Archdiocese of Washington, hold that 
all individuals have equal dignity and deserve equal 
respect. However, marriage by its very nature must 
be between a man and a woman." 

Celibaq 
• Vatican City - The Vatican on Monday 

confirmed that opening the door to married Anglican 
priests doesn't mean the Roman Catholic church is 
easing the requirement for celibacy for its clergy. 

The Holy See press office released rules and 
guidelines, known as an Apostolic Constitution, as 
part of efforts to make it easier for disillusioned, 
traditionalist Anglicans to cross over to the Roman 
Catholic fold. 

Under the Vatican's initiative, Anglicans, turned 
off by their own church's embrace of openly gay 
clerics, women priests and blessing of same-sex unions, 
can join new parishes, called "personal ordinariates" 
that are headed by former Anglican prelates 

Vatican officials had previously stressed that 
married Anglican priests would be allowed to 
remain in the priesthood on a case-by-case basis as 
they join the Roman Catholic fold. 

Still, the Vatican's decision to allow Anglicans to 
keep some aspects of their liturgy and identity had 
raised questions over whether the Roman Catholic 
requirement for celibacy might change. 
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On Monday, the Vatican reaffirmed irs resolve 
to leave the celibacy requ irement unchanged. 

Crosses 
• Srrasbourg -In a legal landmark rhar sparked 

a s torm in Italy, the European Courr of Human 
Rights on Tuesday ruled that crucifixes in Italian 
classrooms were a vio lation of parents ' r ights to 
educate their kids according to their principles. 

Up ho ld ing a plea from a Finnish immigrant to 

Italy, rhe Strasbourg-based court also said the crosses 
ran counter to a child's own rights to freedom of 
rel igious choice. 

The Finnish woman, Soil e Lautsi, had va inl y 
sued in var io us Ita lian courts to have crosses 
removed from her children's classroom near Padua 
before she turned to the European court. 

The Italian government was ordered to pay 
Lautsi, an Italian citizen , 5,000 eu ros in "moral 
damages". 

Sorry to See You Go - Not! 

• Pittsburg h - The Episcopa l Diocese 0f 
PittSburgh, in their continuing battle with breakaway 
clergy members who left the Diocese over concerns 
re lating ro gay clergy, in formed 135 members that 
they were being released of the ir vows. 

Prov isiona l Bishop Kenneth L. Pri ce Jr. , wrote 
ro each of th e affec ted clergy, which a diocesan 
news release said was its way of "making good on irs 
offe r ro release the individuals from their licensed 
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ministry in the Ep isco pal Church in a way that does 
not involve discipl ina ry action. " 

That offer came and concerns priests and 
deacons whom the diocese said have accepted 
letters of transfer to rhe Argentina-based Anglican 
Province of the Southern Cone. 

On Oct. 4, 2008 a majority of the delegates ro 
the diocese's 143'd annual convent ion ap proved a 
resolution by wh ich the diocese purported to leave 
the Ep iscopa l Church. The leaders who departed 
have said tha t they remain in charge of an entity they 
had been ca lling rhe Ep iscopal D iocese o f Pittsburgh 
(Anglican) unti l recently renam ing themselves the 
Anglican Diocese of Pittsburgh. T he entity claims 
affi lia tion with the Southern Cone. 
Quote of the Week 

• (R NS) Among the leads investigators are 
exploring ro uncover what motiva ted Maj. N idal 
M. Hasan ro kill 13 fellow soldiers last Thursday 
(Nov. 5) is his apparent worry that serving in the 
U.S. Army compromised his Muslim fa ith. 

As his deployment ro Afghan istan loomed, 
H asan faced t he poss ibili ty of killing innocent 
Muslims, or at leas t abetting an a rm y responsible 
for killing thousands of fellow Muslims. 

In a PowerPoint presentatio n ro fellow soldiers 
in 2007, Hasan t heor ized tha t Is lam prohibits 
Muslims from servi ng in a mi litary fo rce attacking 
Is lamic populations, as he perceived the U.S. 
military to be. 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe - John 3:16; Heb. 11 :6 

• Faith includes works of obedience- James 2:14-26 

• Repent - Acts 17:30; 2 Pe t. 3 :9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord - Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 1 0:3 2·33 

• Baptism - Mark 16 :1 6; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 
• Burial- immersion- Col. 2:1 2; Rom. 6 :4 

• Resurrection- Col. 2:1 2; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pe t. 3 :2 1; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-4 7 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:1 0 

• A saved perso n may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pe t. 2:20-22 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 John 1 :6-10; 
james 5:1 6 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast- Heb. 6: 19 



Homo Mattiage 
• M o unt Laure l, N .J. - Altho ugh New j ersey's 

e lection p roduced an abo ut-face in the gove rnor 's 
office on the gay marriage issue, both sides o f the 
debate have been readying fo r a post -electi on battle 
in the Legislature. 

Gay marriage advocates have regularl y launched 
their campaigns in rhe lame-duck sessio ns berwee n 
Tuesday electio ns and J an. 12, when rhe sessio n 
ends. Bur if N ew j ersey, o ne o f a handful of states 
rhat offers civi l unions, is goi ng to adopt a law to 
lega li ze gay marri age a nytime soon , law ma kers 
need ro acr quickl y. 

Assembly Speaker j oseph Roberts, a Camden 
Democrat who suppo rts gay marriage, said he would 
only bring the issue up for debate if there appeared to 
be enough votes to pass it. 

Len Deo, president of the socially conservative 
New Jersey Family Policy Council , said it seemed 
the Assembly would have enough vo tes to approve 
a gay marriage bill, bur the vote wo uld be close in 
the Senate. 

Last month, some 150,000 members of th e 
state' s Ro man Catho lic pa ri shes signed anri-gay 
marriage petitio ns, said Patrick Brannigan, executive 
director of the New Je rsey Cath olic Conference. H e 
said the stare's five Ro man Ca tholi c bisho ps plan 
to issue a statement late r this week on p rese rving 
marriage as it's now defined. 

This week, a gro up o f Orthodox j ewish rabbis 
from Lakewood issued a statement o ppos ing same
sex unions. 

More Homo Marriage 

• Po rtla nd , M aine - Vo te rs in o n Tu esd ay 
overturn ed a law a ll owing sa me-sex co up les 
to wed, dea ling a fr esh setback ro th e U.S. gay 
marri age move ment in a race th a t a tt racted 
national attenti o n. 

The law was approved by M aine's Legislatu re 
in M ay bur was no t implemented afte r o pponents 
gathered eno ug h signa tures ro pur rh e issue to a 
" people's veto." 

With 87 percent o f precincts repo rtin g, vo tes 
to reject the law were run ning at 52.75 percent to 
47.25 percent, according to unoffic ia l ta ll ies from 
rhe Bangor Daily News. 

Frank Schubert, chief o rganizer of rhe "Yes o n 
1" campaign to reject same-sex marriage in the srare, 
cla imed victory early o n Wednesday, a ltho ugh his 

opponents refused to concede. Connecticut, Iowa, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire ,and Vermont are the 
only U.S. states where a same-sex marriage law is on 
the books. In each instance, the laws were approved 
by legislatures and judges, not by popular vote. 

Lugo's AHairs with Women 
• Asuncion , Pa raguay (AP)- A Ro man Catho lic 

Bisho p a lleged Tuesday t hat Paraguay's p resident 
resigned fro m his churc h leadership position in 
2004 afte r at least two wo men in his parish wrote to 
a Vati can official tha r he had fathered their chi ldren. 
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Q A 
By Cecil May Jr. 

Does God Plan the Details of My Life? 

guestion:. Does God have a plan for my life? I planned for this creature created to have fellow-
keep betng told he does. If he does, how do I ship with him to be redeemed and reconciled, even 

f out what it is? I want to do God's will. at the cost of the blood of his unique beloved Son. 

A nswer: God's plan for your life is expressed in God is sovereign. That means he is all powerful 
several places in scripture. and in complete control. However, in his sovereignty, 

he made a sovereign choice to give mankind - you 
He Plans for Your Salvation 

"God our Savior desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Ttm. 2:3-4). 

"The Lord is ... patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all should reach re
pentance" (2 Pet. 3 :9). 

God's plan for you is that you should come 
to know the truth, turn to God and Christ and be 
redeemed. 

You Were Made to Glorify Him 

In a children's class prior to worship on Sunday 
nights the kids are asked, "Why were we made?" 
They are taught to answer, "To glorify God!" 

That also is often expressed in scripture. "Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body" (1 Cor. 6: 19-20). 

He Desires Your Fellowship 

Since God created mankind in his own image, with 
a sense of right and wrong and with the power to 
choose between good and evil, it is reasonable to 
conclude that God desired beings who could love 
him, serve him and have fellowship with him be
cause they wanted to, not just because they were 
programmed to or had no other choice. 

Man and woman, however, in the early morn
ing of time in the first paradise, sinned and broke 
fellowship with God. But he still did not give up on 
his plan for them. He announced in somewhat cryp
tic terms the ultimate defeat of the seed of the ser
pent by the seed of woman (Gen. 3: 15). Even prior 
to that, "before the foundation of the world" God 
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and me - freedom of moral choice. Only in that way 
could he have our freely chosen love and fellowship. 

His plan then for our lives, made possible at great 
cost to him and to his Son, is for us even though we 
are sinners, to choose life, to be forgiven and to live 
faithful lives that will bring glory to God and show 
the results of our fellowship with him. 

A More Detailed Plan? 

However, that is likely not what our questioner was 
asking about. 

Many believe God has planned every person's 
life down to the minutest detail- where he should go 
to school, what he should major in, whom she should 
marry, where to live and work, etc. And in order to 
be happy all must find out what God has planned for 
them; for only so can they be "in the center of his will" 
and only so can they be truly blessed and successful. 

I find nothing in scripture that teaches that. 

Where Shall I Work? 

Pardon, please, for illustration purposes some para
graphs of personal contemplation.From 1954 to 
1977 I was preacher for four Mississippi congrega
tions and one Oregon congregation for periods of 
time ranging from one to nearly eight years. All of the 
works seemed to go well, both by my estimation and 
by the evaluation of the church members and com
munity leaders involved. 

Every time I moved I could have stayed where 
I was, continued a good work and been pleasing to 
God. But everywhere I went turned out to be a posi
tive experience as well, not only good for my family 
and me but, as far as I could tell, good for the king
dom as well. 



I have also been a Bible teacher arid administrator 
in four Christian colleges or universities. 

At one point in the mid-1950s my wife and I 
were encouraged to go to Japan as missionaries. 
We came close to deciding to do so. Some circum
stances weighed against it, and we decided at that 
time to make Mississippi our "mission field," and did 
so for 43 years. 

I believe I was "in the will of God" in the work 
I was doing in each of those years. I can even con
fidently think I see the hand of providence often in 
those years. But I believe it would have been equally 
"in the will of God" working in Japan if I had gone 
there and served faithfully. 

Preachers sometime speak as if God has one 
place chosen for them to work and they can only 
serve faithfully if they find out where it is and go 
there. And congregations may talk and write as if 
God has one particular person in mind to fill a min
istry vacancy, and they must wait until God shows 
them who that person is. 

"God has led me here and I am exactly where 
He wants me to be." "Please pray that I will find the 
summer job God wants me to have." "Lord, help us 
find and recognize the man you have prepared and 
called to be our preacher." Expression and prayers 
like this are often heard. What is striking is how ab
sent similar language is from scripture! 

To be sure there is supernatural guidance of the 
apostles on particular occasions, as when Paul and 
Silas are led to Troas to receive the Macedonian 
ca11 in a vision. But even for the apostles that was 
not the norm. 

Use Common Sense, Wisdom 

On Paul's second missionary journey, he and Silas 
and Timothy established churches in both Thessa
lonica and Berea, and Paul was soon run out of both 
places by persecution. Leaving his companions be
hind, Paul went on to Athens, but he wrote back 
to Thessalonica to say, "Therefore when we could 
bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind 
at Athens alone, and we sent Timothy, our brother 
and God's coworker in the gospel of Christ, toes
tablish and exhort you in your faith (1 Thess. 3:1-
2, emphasis CM, Jr.) 

"We were willing." "We thought it best" 
(NASV). "We decided" (Confraternity). 

How was their decision made? They thought it 
best, and they had good reasons for it. They were 

concerned about their converts and their endurance 
under persecution, and they decided sending Timo
thy was the best means for meeting their concerns 

As Paul awaited trial before Nero in Rome he 
was refreshed by the company of Epaphroditus who 
had brought good tidings and gifts from Philippi. 
But Epaphroditus became ill and nearly died. Paul 
decided to send him home and explained it like 
this: "I have thought it necessary to send to you Ep
aphroditus my brother and fellow worker and fel
low soldier, and your messenger and minister to my 
need, for he has been longing for you all and has 
been distressed because you heard that he was ill" 
(Phil. 2:25 -26). 

Paul did not say he "felt led" to send Epaphro
ditus home, or that God had told him to do so. He 
said, "I thought it necessary." 

Again, he had good reasons to think so: Ep
aphroditus was eager to get home (2:26); Paul 
wanted to turn the Philippians' anxiety over their 
messenger into joy (2:28); and Paul needed him as 
a messenger to take his "thank-you letter' to the 
Philippians. In Paul's wisdom (common sense) he 
determined sending Epaphroditus was the best way 
to accomplish important spiritual goals. 

I believe in the providence of God, and I think 
that I have seen it at work in my life in regard to plac
es I have worked. The apostle Paul believed in it as 
well, but the most he would say about a specific in
stance of it is "perhaps.' To Philemon, concerning 
Onesimus: "For this perhaps is why he was parted 
from you for a while, that you might have him back 
forever" (Phil. 1: 15). 

God certainly has a moral will. He has clearly 
expressed that will in scripture. However, when we 
are faced with choices not involving immorality in ei
ther direction, God has given us "freedom of choice" 
and urged us to use our "wisdom," recognizing that 
any one of several choices can be quite good. 

The Credibility of the Church 
by Thomas W. Franklin 

This book contains a penetrating re-examination of how we con
duct ourselves as Christians and as Christ's church. Emphasis 
is on matters that reflect our credibility and consistency in the 
eyes of the world. BKTF01-CON paperback 
43 chapters, 166 pgs. 

$8.00 plus $3.50 s&h • Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation • jprophet@qulk.com 
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Whom Shall I Marry? 

Even in regard to marriage, while there are certainly 
moral choices to be made and immoral choices to 
be avoided, within the range of Christians eligible to 
be married Paul makes it clear that they are free to 
decide whether to marry, as well as whom to marry 
(1 Cor. ?>· Under certain conditions 'it is good;" 
under dtfferent conditions, the other "is better" 
(7:8-9). 

Freedom of Choice 

Consider Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. "And 
the Lord God commanded the man, saying, "You 
may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die" (Gen. 2: 16-17). 

Adam and Eve's moral choice is clear. "Do not 
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil." 
Otherwise, they have freedom of choice. Suppose 
Adam were to press God and say, "I know I am not 
to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but 
in order to be in your perfect will which of the other 
trees would you have me to eat first?" Would God 
not reiterate, "You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden"? Adam had no reason to suppose that 
eating any one fruit would please God more than 
another. The choice was left to Adam's own taste 
and preference. 

God promises wisdom for the asking Qames 
1:5), but wisdom is not the same as specific infor
mation. The· kind of wisdom God gives is defined 
later in the same epistle: "But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and 
sincere" Games 3: 17). 

In 1 Corinthians 6, Paul, by inspiration, specifi
cally declares that Christians, of all people, ought 
to be competent to make wise decisions. He rebukes 
the Corinthians for going to law against each other 
before unbelieving judges and says, "Or do you not 
know that the saints will judge the world? And if 
the world is to be judged by you, are you incompe
tent to try trivial cases?" (1 Cor. 6:2-3). 

In decisions that do not involve moral versus 
immoral choices, we have God-given freedom. We 
should use spiritual discernment, evaluate the pros 
and cons, and act, as Paul did, "as we think best." 
If we do so genuinely desiring to seek God and his 
righteousness above all else, then we can enter 
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into whatever decision we make confident that we 
will be pleasing God and we will have his blessing. 

Obey God 
A popular keynote speaker at a well-attended work
shop spoke on the importance of obeying God. I 
thought, '~ excellent topic!" Except that he began 
to describe the process by which he had come to be 
at the large church where he was currently work
ing as preacher. They were constantly after him to 
come and he felt God was pushing him in that direc
tion, but he was comfortable where he was and did 
not want to move. Only when he finally "yielded to 
God" and went did he find happiness and peace. So, 
"Obey God," he said. 

When Jesus said, "If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments" Oohn 14:15), he was not talk
ing about obeying inclinations or strong inner im
pulses. We obey Jesus when we love God with all 
of our being and our neighbor as ourselves, when 
we feed the hungry and visit the sick and lonely, and 
when we hear the words of his apostles which he has 
commanded them to teach us. 

We read those commandments in Scripture. 
We do not conjure them up out of our subjective 
consciousnesses. 

The idea that God has planned out a course of 
action for every individual, including where he shall 
go to school, what course of study she will pursue, 
whom to marry, where to work and what to wear is 
not biblical. 

We are to obey God in all things. We are to seek 
his kingdom and righteousness first. We are to put 
other people's interests ahead of our own. Then 
when we choose where to work or whom to marry 
or what road to take, where God has not specifically 
spoken, we can do what we believe is best and God 
will be with us and bless us. 

In those areas where there is no divine command or 
moral principle involved, the Christian is free and re
sponsible for his or her own choices. Any decision made 
within the moral will of God is acceptable to God. 

Responder's note: For some illustrations in this 
response I gratefully acknowledge debt to Gary Fri
esen, Decision Making and the Will of God (Portland 
OR: Multnomah Press, 1980). Faulkner University 

5345 Atlanta Htvy. 
Montgomery, AL 36109 

cmay@faulkner.edus 
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Advertising in this section, 

Firm Foundation Ad Department 
P.O. Box 69 

Damon, Texas 77430-0069 
jprophet@quikus.com 

-Alaska-
Anchomge- 7800 Stanley Dr., 99518. (907) 344-
393 1. Contact 344-6715 or Andrew L. Laux (907) 
243-7007. sacoc@gci.net 

Fairbanks, serving Ft. Wainwright and the Greater 
Fairbanks area- 645 11th Avenue, 99701. (907) 
456-4921. 

-Georgia-
Atlanta - Avondale Church of Christ, 401 7 
Memorial Dr., Decatur, 30032. (404) 299-1475. 
Sun. 9, 9:50a.m., 6 p.m. (1.1 miles inside 1-285). 

-Missouri-
Branson- Church of Christ, 307 Seventh Sr., Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (417) 334-3866. 

-Ohio-
Fairborn - (NE of Dayton) Ncar WPAFB, AF 
Museum. Central Ave. Church of Christ, 922 S. 
Central 45324, www.cachurchofchrist.com (937) 
878-0452, Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. Scott 
Spencer, minister. 

-Texas-
Carthage - Carthage Church of Christ, 1309 
West Panola, 75633. Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (903) 693-3269 

Houston- Flecrwood Church of Christ, 15935 
Wasilla -Valley Church of Christ, P.O. Box Katy Fwy., 77094. (281) 492-1 2 19. Sun. 9, 10 
876401, Wasilla, AK (907) 745-3011 or (907) a.m., 6 p .m., Wed. 7:30p.m. 
373-5583 

-Alabama-
Northport (Tuscaloosa & University of Alabama) 
- Northport Church of Christ, 2700 44'" Ave., 
(205) 339-62 11. Sun. 9 :00, 10 a.m. , 6 p.m. , Wed. 
7:00p.m. Active college program. Transportation 
available 

- California -
Buellton - Church o f Christ, 264 La Lata. Sun. 
9 :30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. 

-Colorado-
Twin Peaks Church of Christ, 741 So. Bowen, 
Longmont, 80501, Twinpeakscoc.org, (303) 651 -
9427. 

-Florida-
Jacksonville- Lake Forest Church of Christ, 950 
Edgewood Ave. West, 32208. Sun. 10, 11 a.m., 5 
p.m., Wed. 7:30p.m. Maynard Booher, minister. 

St. Augustine - St. Augustine Church of Christ, 
2900 Lewis Spwy., Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 
7 p.m. (904) 824-1800 

Is There Really a God? 
by Lewis T. O ldham 

The original English version of brother O ld
ham's lectures in the Tung Shan Fong and 
Maan Fuk Road Churches of Christ, Canton, 
China, 193 1, was reprinted (1955). The book 
is the result of research in science, religion, and 
evidences of Christianity. He corresponded 
with noted Chinese scientists about"Peking 
Man" and evidences of the Flood. Harvard 
and Berkeley have used the information in this 
book. pb, I 2 I pgs. 

$7.95 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% rax 

Order from Firm Foundatio n 

Klein Area Church of Christ, 20802 Hufsmith
Kohrville Rd., Tomball, 77377. (713) 35 1-
4649, Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7:30 p.m. 
H. A. (Buster) Dobbs, preacher. 

Livingston - 1101 \YI. Church St., Exit off 59 
Loop on Hwy 190, turn cast. Sun. 9, 10 a.m., 6 
p.m., Wed. 7 :00p.m. Lindell Mitchell, minister. 

Rosenberg - Graeber Road Church of Christ, 
1910 Graeber Rd. 77471 (281) 341 -7776. Sun. 
9, 10 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 :30p.m. Allen Hahn, 
preacher. 

San Antonio- Northern Oaks Church of Christ 
on Redland Rd., just inside Loop 1604. Sun. 9:30 
a.m., 6 p. m., Wed. 7 :00 p.m. (210) 496-1346, 
www. northernoakschurch.org, Ben Moseley, min. 

S Dallas Co., Lancaster - Cold Springs Church 
of Christ, 2710 \YI. Main, 75 146 (972) 223-8653. 
Sun. 9:30, 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m. (Vz 
mi. east of 1-35) 

-Virginia-
Richmo nd - Hopkins Road Church of Christ, 
8325 Hopkins Road, Sun. 9:30, 10:45 a.m., 5:30 
p.m., Wed. 7 p.m., (804) 271-8219 

My Sister's Keeper 
Kerry Duke, e dito r 

Chris tian women discuss: Time for spiritual 
growth; your marriage, enhancing intimacy, 
advice for s ingles, widows, scripturally divorced 
women, s tepmothers, women with non
Christian husbands; your children, training/ 
discipline, being wise mothers; troublesome 
issues in the home and church; discussions 
on trials and rewa rds of wives of missionaries, 
elders, deacons, a nd preachers. pb 214 pgs. 

$8.95 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

he Prophet 
otive 

Kenny Barfield 

Outstanding book about Christian 
evidences from the perspective of 
the O ld Testament prophets. The 
prophets believed they saw the future 
and believed they communicated with 
God. They provided evidences of 
Christianity for Christians today. The 
writings of Barfield, principa l of Mars 
Hill Bible S c hool , are provocative, 
entertaining and thoroughly enlighten
ing. Suitable for use in high school, 
college, adult classes or for personal 
study. BKRF0 1 paperback, 340 pgs. 

$19.99 
$4 .50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Introduce a friend to the 

Firm Foundation. 

Call toda y for a free 3-month 

trial s ubscription. 

(888) 367-6216 

The Conley, Luthea·, 
Nan 'aez Debate 1995 

The complete text (including charts) 
of the debate between Darrell Conley 
and Catholic Respons e representatives, 
Mike Luther and Dr. Robert Narvaez. 

$10.95 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% safes tax 

Firm Foundaton • j prophet@quikus.com 

Up to Bethany 
Another Look at the Restoration P lea 

by Howard Winters 

A sincere e ffort to set fonh the Restora
tion Plea in an understandable way - to 
define and explore the Plea from the 
perspective of its original advocates. 
BKKU04, 9 1 pgs., pback 

$2.00 $-4--;95 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • (888) 367-6216 
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Nichol's Pocket Bible 
Encyclopedia 
(enlarged edaion) 

compiled by C. R. Nichol and wife 
enlarged by C. R. Nichol and J. W. Denton 

57 important doctrinal topics covered in this 
pocket-sized book, 3" x 57/8. 
paperback, 205 pgs., RFCM01 

$3.99 plus $2.50 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

questions 
and Answers 
b~· Cuy i\". Woods 

A large collection of questions and answers 
that Guy N. Woods was asked during the 
Open Forum at the Freed-Hardeman Lec
tures. For more than two decades he con
ducted the Open Forum at Freed-Hardeman 
University. It was unquestionably the most 
popular period in the lectureship day. Most of 
the questions involve controversial matters. 
paperback 

Vol. 1 ............ BKJL01 $19.99 
Vol. 2 ............ BKJL02 $21.49 

$4.00 s&h/one book · $4.75/both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Ready Answers 
to Religious Errors 

by A. C. Williams and J. Harvey Dykes 

This classic, pocket-sized book 
(3Y:z"x5Y.") puts scriptural answers 
to many religious errors right at your 
fingertips. 093367299, pback, 200 pgs. 

$3.75 • $2.50 s&h 

Order from Firm Foundation 

The Ten 
Commandments 
l'cstc•·day and Today 

by llm·ton {;oiTman 

Each chapter deals with one of the com
mandments in the Decalogue. Each com
mandment is discussed in light of the time in 
which it was given and its application to us 
today. Paperback, 128 pages. 

$6.50 plus $2.75 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
(888) 367-6216 
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Is Baptism Essential 
to Salvation? 
By Jerry Moffitt 

This book was written in reply to false 
teachings on justification by faith only 
and on dispensationalism. Brother 
Moffitt's analytical mind and the disci
pline of thorough preparation enabled 
him to wield the sword of the Spirit 
incisively. There are over 150 argu
ments concerning baptism in this book. 
paperback 91 pgs. 

$6.00 plus $3.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundation • jprophet@quikus. 

-Advertising Policy-
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 

hy Howard Winters 

A logical, thorough, and scriptural ap
proach to a very difficult subject, an ex
cellent study on the Holy Spirit and his 
work. Brother Winters shows through 
the scriptures that the Holy Spirit 
indwells and works through Christians 
now indirectly, that is through inspired 
truth, clearly refuting the belief of a lit
eral indwelling. BKKU01 pb, 222 pgs. 

$9.95 plus $3.75 s&h • Texas residents 
add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 
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Greatest Questions 
in the Old Testament -$4.99 

Greatest Questions 
in the New Testament - $9.99 

by Leroy Brownlow 

6 months study for adults and young people 

The questions are taken from the Bible and 
are great and thought provoking. They are 
not questions about the Bible, but are in the 
Bible, put there by the authority of God. The 
lessons have depth and simplicity. 

$3.00 s&h one book • $4.00 s&h both books 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

A CAVEAT 
Members of the church did not write some 
books sold by the Firm Foundation. The 
books are offered because they contain 
excellent material that is accurate and 
important, but may include some things 
that are not true to the scriptures. This 
would be the case with resource books, 
like those written by Albert Barnes, Adam 
Clark, and Matthew Henry. J.H. Thayer, for 
instance, is a good source on the meaning 
of use of Greek terms, but when he makes 
comment, he is not always reliable. Still , 
there is much to be gained by discreet 
use of his writings. This is also true of 
study books written by qualified people 
with academic, scientific, and religious 
backgrounds, but who do not understand 
some basic Bible doctrine. We know that 
our readers receive "the word with all 
readiness of the mind," and examine "the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so," whoever the author may be. Paul 
commended this as "noble." 
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Advertising in this section is $2.00 per line per month, minimum charge SlO. This seclion is 
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Preachers Needed 
The church of Christ in Meadville, a congregation 
of 30-40 in NW Pennsylvania is looking for a 
full- rime preacher to work wirh us. We can supply 
financial supporr of $500.00/wcek. If furrher 
income would be needed, ir would have ro come 
from orhcr sources. This would be be ideal for 
someone who could raise a linlc exrra supporr 
on their own, or for someone nearing retiremcm 
or for a retired preacher waming to supplemem 
his retirement income and still smy acrive in the 
Lord's Kin~:dom. You will find an cxcellenr group 
of Christians ro work and worship wirh. We arc 
cornmirrcd to pr:tcricin~:lovc and to sraying faithful 
ro God's word. For more information please conmcr 
Doug Bullington @ (814) 734-3838 or (814) 450-
4335 (cell), or write to same @ 5163 Gibson Hill 
Rd., Edinboro, Pa 164 12, or e-mail speedbulll@ 
aol.com. 

The Lord's Supper, 
Prayers, Thanksgivings 
with an added appendix 

By C. R. N ichol 

A stirring and challenging revelation 
of the author's interpretations, ex-
planations and helps, together w ith 
a compilation of data from other 
faithful servants of God. A study of 
these subjects will open hearts and 
lead to eternity. BKCM02 
146 pgs. paperback 

$9.95 plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25'l'o tax 

Order from Firm Foundation 

Why I Am a Member 
of the Church of Christ 

by Leroy Brownlow 

$4.99 Paperback BKAX01 

$9.99 Hardback BKAX02 
plus $4.00 s&h 
Texas residents add 6.25% tax 

Firm Foundaton • 888-367-6216 

Preachers Available 
Gospel preacher :wailablc for pulpit work, 
preferably wcsr of Fort Worrh, Texas. o,·er 40 
years experience with churches of Chrisr (nor 
liberal) prcachin~:, reaching and writing. Please 
reply to: Gospel Preacher, 1~0. Box 54134, Hurst, 
Texas 76054. 

For Sale 
Rcstor:uion Reprints, other books at great prices. 
For free list send S.A.S.E. to Bargain Uookfinders, 
159 Gibson Dr., Henderson, TN 38340. We also 
buy religious books and libraries. 

The Truth 
About Human Origins 

By Brad Harrub 

and B e rt Thompson 

This investigation of man's origins 
examines the fossil record , gender and 
sexual reproduction , language, the brain, 
mind and consciousness. skin color and 
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Apocalypse 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

Trumpets Five and Six 
Revelation Chapter 9 

Humanity's story as reported by a divine his
torian continues; the following info rma
tion is recorded in the fi rst eight chapters 

of the book of Revelation: 
• The beauty, glory, and preeminence of the en

throned Jesus- chap.l 
• T he Lord's letters of instruction to the seven 

churches of Asia - chaps. 2-3 
• The throne of God and the song of salvation -

chap. 4 
• A seven sealed book - chap. 5 
• The seals are broken and the contents of the 

little book revealed- chap. 6 
• Redemption available to a ll - chap. 7 
• Trumpets sound as a warning to the unbeliev

ing and disobedient - chap. 8 
We have heard the powerful sound of four of 

the seven trumpets and are now to hear the sound
ing o f the final three. The angelic trumpeters are 
about to tell of more terrible woes than have as yet 
been heard. "Woe, woe, woe, for them that dwell 
on the earth, by reason of the other voices of the 
trumpet of the three angels, who are yet to sound ." 

What power! What suffering! W hat glory! 
T he emphasis of the entire Bible, from its opening 

syllable to its final word, is on salvation. The many 
diademsonJesus' head show t he importance and value 
of redemption. 

In the midst of the rejo icing of all those who by 
their fai th and obedience have washed t heir fi lthy 
robes in the blood o f the Lamb and made t hem 
white is the harsh warning to those who do not be
li eve and obey and who cannot stand before God in 
their dirty rags. 

T he next th ree trumpets to blast their so lemn 
warning are about to sound. 1 

Fifth Trumpet 

(vv. 1-2) 

1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star from 
heaven fallen unto the earth: and there was given to 
him the key of the pit of the Abyss. 
2 And he opened the pit of the abyss; and there went 
up a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great 
furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 
reason of the smoke of the pit.2 

'The woes announced by the trumpets arc nor sequential bur arc simul
taneous. There is no way ro record rhem all at once. 
1 Rcv. 9:1·2 (continued on page 5) 
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Editorial 

lntelledualism 
By H. A. (Buster) Dobbs 

H uman intellect is the power to know and is a priceless 
gift from God. The God given spirit of man is the seat 
of the intellect and allows him to think, reason, con

clude, and communicate. Its acts are concentration, understand
ing, decision, and logic. Intellect distinguishes man-kind from 
animal-kind. 

Non-human animals do not wonder about life after death 
or where they will spend eternity. They live for the present mo
ment only and that is why they are beasts. The intellect sepa
rates humans from the lower animals. 

Man, because of his intellect, is able to live on the brute level, 
but the beast is not able to elevate himself to the human level. 
This is the probable reason God made man in his own image, and 
gave him "dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of 
the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. "1 

Man is rational and given to study, reflection, speculation, 
and is engaged in activity requiring the creative use of the intel
lect. Still, God has given his human creature the strange ability 
to disengage himself from reason and live on the same level as 
the monkey or the ox. 

When Alexander Campbell was preparing to debate the athe
ist, Robert Owens, he invited Owens to spend some time at the 
Campbell mansion in Virginia. One day Campbell and Owens 
went for a walk around the estate and came to a pasture in which 
some animals were fenced. They paused to consider the land
scape and Owens said to Campbell, "Do you see that ox chewing 
its cud? I am as content and peaceful as that ox is." Campbell 
famously replied, "Yes, and have the same hope." The ox was 
without hope of life after death and so was Robert Owens; an 
absurd and foolish way to live. God deniers and resisters live on 
the magnitude of irrational beasts "and have the same hope." 

It is because man has the capacity of rationality that his 
Maker addresses him in revelation. Humans are capable of un
derstanding, weighing, accepting or rejecting, and are therefore 
accountable. Humans also have the power to reject, deny, blas
pheme, and live far beneath their potential, but they are still 
accountable because they have the mental skill to think properly 
and make sane judgments. Failure to use competency or fitness 

1Gen. 1:26 



does not excuse one from responsibility. The Master of the vine
yard will one day call for an accounting and men will be judged 
according to their ability. 

God gave us a book that instructs us in the way of righ
teousness. It is unique and valuable. 2 The arguments in favor of 
the Bible as being from infinity to humanity are compelling and 
unanswerable. The shallow response of the devout unbeliever 
is lame in both its legs. Students of Christian apologetics bare 
witness that the evidence in favor of the Bible as being a revela
tion from God is insurmountable and perfectly convincing to 
the open mind. 3 

Some of the arguments supporting the divine origin of the 
Bible include its durability, unity, logic, utility, accuracy, and 
prophecy. Its usefulness in providing a panacea for all banes and 
an answer for all questions is self-evident. Whatever the prob
lem, the doctrine of Christ is the answer. 

The overpowering process of establishing the validity of the 
Bible as absolute truth by propositions that accord with prin
ciples of correct reasoning is axiomatic. The cogency of the 
evidence compels acceptance of the constitutional and essential 
truth of the Bible. 

It is also true that the Bible is simple and therefore under
standable. True profundity is found only in simplicity. The great 
statements of the ages are couched in plain terms and few words. 

The Bible's classic ability to state everlasting truth in single 
syllable words is amazing. 

An outstanding example of this is found in Ephesians 4:4-6: 
(G)iving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even 
as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is over all, and through all, and in all. 

Paul was moved by the Holy Spirit to state deep facts in pure 
language that is easy to grasp. For the most part, Deity gave rev
elation to common men that they might instruct other common 
men in common words. 

The words of the Bible are woven together to produce a 
history of mankind, a guide for morality, and a shinning hope, 
and it is all in a single volume that can be carried about in a coat 
pocket. 

If the words of Christ are honored, the teaching of Christ is 
understandable. Jesus said that if your desire is to do the will of 
God, you will know the teaching. 4 

2 Matt. 13:46-47 
3There are some problems, of course, but in due time many such problems have been 
resolved and in the course of events many more- perhaps all- of the remaining prob
lems will be answered. The enormous mountain of evidence favoring the infinite origin 
of the Bible make the feeble attempts to discredit the sacred scriptures ludicrous. It is 
like a child turning his back on nutritious vegetables to eat mud-pies. 
4 John 7:17 
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Isaiah spoke of earthly li fe as being like a hard 
and dangerous journey through a desert. A high
way is there that is so easy to follow that even an 
idiot need not err therein .5 The Godhead gives 
us a gu idebook and its instructions are plain and 
simple so that we are without excuse if we fail to 
enter and stay on that highway through the desert 
of life. 

As noted above, Paul gives us clear di rection in 
precise and concise language so that even the one 
talent man can follow the true course. The Holy 
Spirit said through Paul there is one body, one spir
it, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and 
one God. Seven of the deepest subjects the world 
has ever known are given in a few words. The way 
is high above the desert flood - a highway - and 
even he who runs may read and understand the 
message. 

It is an exclusive claim of being not just one, but 
the on ly one. An inspired apostl e of Jesus put it this 
way: 

"[B]e it known unto you all, and to all the people 
of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Naza
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even in him doth this man stand here before 
you whole. He is the stone which was set at nought 
of you the builders, which was made the head of the 
corner. And in none other is there salvation: for nei
ther is there any other name under heaven, that is 
given among men, wherein we must be saved. "6 

"In none other is there salvation," says the Bible. 
Jesus is solitary because he is preeminent and his 
apostles did not hesitate to claim this for him, nor 
were they embarrassed to do so. They did it without 
apology. 

The rulers of their day considered the worship
pers of Jesus to be arrogant and it was because of 
their claim of the exclusivity of Jesus they suf
fered "dungeon, fire, and sword." They would 
not- could not- recant. Consider again Paul's 
declaration: 

One body, which is the global church and con
tains all the saved (Eph. 1:22-23) 

One Spirit, who is God and responsible for rev
elation U ohn 16: 13) 

One hope, which is another element of salva
tion and joy (Rom. 8:24-25) 

5 !sa. 35 :8 
6 Acts 4:10-12 
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One Lord, who fulfilled the purpose of God in 
saving the lost (Luke 19:10) 

One faith, which is the reaching that is God's 
power to save (Rom 1:16) 

One baptism, which is the water of regeneration 
Uohn3:5) 

One God, who is in, through, and above all 
Uohn 17 :3) 

It's time to be honest about what we know. We 
must acquire the courage to tell the truth and to act 
on that truth. 

We know our opponents are radical extremists 
of Athieism, Islamism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Idola
try, Zoroastrianism, Humanism, and such like. It 
may not be popular, but it is necessary to show that 
any one of these human-derived disciplines is wrong 
and irreconcilable with the teaching of J esus. Fair
minded people are quick to acknowledge the supe
riority of Bible teaching over all other philosophies. 

Any claim to be better than all competitors is in 
danger of being ridiculed as inexcusably arrogant. 
We want to be agreeable and well liked, but truth is 
more important than popularity. 

May God grant us the grace to be honest and 
truthful without being supercilious. Nobody likes a 
smart aleck. 7 

7 An obnoxiously conceited and sclf· assertive person with pretensions 
tO smartness or cleverness 1~0. Box 690192 

Houston, TX 77269-0192 

Salvation 
• What must one do to be saved? 

• Believe- John 3:16; Heb. 11:6 

• Faith includes works of obedience - James 2:14-26 

• Repent- Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9 

• Confess Jesus as Lord - Rom. 10:9-1 0; Matt. 10:32-33 

• Baptism- Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16 

• Baptism is: 

• Burial - immersion - Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:4 
• Resurrection - Col. 2:1 2; Rom. 6:4 

• For salvation - 1 Pet. 3:21; Acts 2:38 

• God adds the saved to the church - Acts 2:38-47 

• Be faithful- Rev 2:10 

• A saved person may sin and be lost - 1 John 1 :6-1 0; 
2 Pet. 2:20-22 

FF 

• Confession and prayer bring forgiveness- 1 john 1 :6-10; 
j ames 5:16 

• Our hope is both sure and stedfast - Heb. 6:1 9 



Apocalypse 
(continued from page 1) 

The &tar sent from heaven to earth is not iden
tified. Elsewhere in the book of Revelation stars 
equate with messengers of God who speak the word 
of God. 3 It is not necessary for us to be given in
formation that does not impact the revelation of 
regeneration. It is enough for us to know that the 
star, referred to as "he" in verses 1-2, was sent for 
the specific purpose of releasing evil spirits from the 
Abyss. 4 An angel from heaven receives the key to 
the Abyss,S which explains as much as we need to 
know about this star. 

The star that fell from heaven was given the key 
to the bottomless pit and when he opened the Abyss 
"smoke" billowed from the bowels of the prison. 

The "smoke" that came from the Abyss and 
darkened sun and air is said to be "as the smoke 
of a great furnace." Evil spirits cannot be described 
in literal language, but when the star opened the 
Abyss something boiled out that had the appear
ance of smoke and caused two of earth's most vital 
elements to be darkened, which is consistent with 
demons working wickedness. 6 Such demons fogging 
forth from confinement might have the appearance 
of "the smoke of a great furnace." Bats leaving their 
cave at twilight appear to some as smoke. A swarm 
of locusts have the appearance of a cloud of smoke. 

Increase of Evil 
(w. 3-6) 

3 And out of the smoke came forth locusts upon the 
earth; and power was given them, as the scorpions of 
the earth have power. 
4 And it was said unto them that they should not 

3 Rev. 1:20 
4Abyss means " the bottomless pit or the chaotic deep. Originally, this 
term represented a deep mass of waters, and was associated with the 
water which God created with the earth. Darkness is said to have been 
on the face of the deep or abyss (Gen. 1:2).The term is used in several 
other ways in the Bible. It describes the prison of disobedient spirits, or 
the world of the dead (Luke 8:31; Rom 10:7). Terms like "the pit" and 
"bottomless pit" represent the abode of all the wicked dead." 
5 Rev 9:1 
6 Alexander Campbell wrote a persuasive essay on Demonology in 
which he argues that departed spirits of the depraved are demons serv
ing Satan- a part of his army. A Campbell, Millenial Harbenger, Vol5, 
pp 457-479, March 10, 1841; An Address on Demonology: Delivered 
before the Popular Lecture Club, Nashville, Tenn. in Bloomington, In
diana, also in Popular Lectures and Addresses by Alexander Campbell 
published by the Christian Publishing Company in St. Louis (1861). 

hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, 
neither any tree, but only such men as have not the 
seal of God on their foreheads. 
5 And it was given them that they should not kill 
them, but that they should be tormented five 
months: and their torment was as the torment of a 
scorpion, when it striketh a man. 
6 And in those days men shall seek death, and shall 
in no wise find it; and they shall desire to die, and 
death {Ieeth from them. 7 

The figurative smoke of the Abyss gave birth 
to fearful creatures, called locusts but perceived as 
scorpions. The unutterable appearance of these un
earthly animals is frightening beyond measure. 

The mission of these unsightly locusts-scorpions 
was to punish the ungodly. They are forbidden to 
damage green and growing things, as locusts would, 
and are restricted to the punishment of pain on 
"only such men as have not the seal of God on their 
foreheads." 

They are not of God and consequently are of 
the devil, seeing there is no other alternative. 8 It 
seems strange for the Devil to punish his own peo
ple, but it cannot be otherwise, seeing that the fruit 
of unrighteousness is both bitter and disappointing. 

These evil scorpion-spirits are not to hurt the 
environment of the earth, which would cause sea
sons, seedtime and harvest to fail. 9 The punish
ment was not to be general but specific, affecting 
sinners who did not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. It would afflict the ungodly but would 
not injure God's people. It must be something in 
the mind that would discombobulate the wicked but 
not trouble the godly. 

When Eve and Adam took the forbidden fruit 
they earned a reward of deep regret and searing 
pain, and brought down misery on the heads of all. 
The "wages of sin is death." Many men are willfully 
blind to the reality of the consequence of denying 
God and tampering with his word. Death makes sin 
sting the degenerate, but is a friend to the blood
bought saint. 

7 Rev. 9:3-6 
8 Matt. 6:24 
9 Gen. 8:22 
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The seal of God on the foreheads of the righ
teous is sanctificarion . 10 Moral cleanness is the 
mark of deity and identifies the people of God. 

The horse-like scorpions are expressly forbid
den to kill th e God-denying and God-forsaken 
group of men, but to use a five-months regrettable 
stin g that would make the victim wish for e lusive 
physical death. Their agony wou ld be perpetuated 
by subsequent st ings that would have the net effect 
of continuous insupportable misery. There is per
haps no state more to rtu rous than wishing to d ie, 
but not being able to do so. 

H ere is a conundrum : The righteous suffer as 
well as the unrighteous; the pure in heart in the 
world have tribulation, persecution and sickness 
the same as the lawless. How, then, can we tell who 
is stung by scorpion-demons and who is struck by 
rhe fallout o f life? Tribulation is in the world and 
comes upon both the good and rhe bad. 

T he difference is that the ungodly are hopeless 
whil e rhe saints have a joyfu l expectation. Suffering 
is tolerable if we know it will end when a heavenly 
heali ng-balm is app lied. "But even if ye shou ld suf
fer fo r righteousness' sake, blessed are ye: and fear 
not their fear, neither be t roubled."" 

Demons from the lhyss 
(YY. 7-10) 

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses 
prepared for war; and upon their heads as it were 
crowns like unto gold, and their faces were as men's 
faces . 
8 And t hey had hair as the hair of women, and their 
teeth were as teeth of lions. 
9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates 
of iron; and the sound of their wings was as the 
sou11d of chm·iots, of many horses rushing to war. 
10 And they have tails like unto scorpions, and 
stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men 
five months. 

This forceful section describes the consequence 
of rejecting heaven's offer of mercy. 

Jesus was rich , "yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through hi s poverty might become 
rich . " 12 A cold-hearted rejectio n of the " unspeak
able g ift" of God's love is inhuman. lt brings a 

10 I Thcs~. 4:3, 7; 2 Thcss. 5:23 
" I Per. 3: I-I 
11 2 Cor. 8:9 

6 April 2010 
Firm Found~rion 

woe almost roo awful for words. Still, the inspired 
prophet-poet is equal to the task, giving a vision of 
perfected pathos. 

The figurative smoke of the Abyss gave birth 
to fearful creatures, ca lled locusts but perceived as 
scorpions. These animals could have the shape of 
a horse without being the size of a ho rse, yet, the 
overall impression of the passage justifies thinking of 
these beasts as "horses prepared for war." 

Nor many would be eager to face a cava lry of 
scorp io ns "wi th sti ngs in their ta il s." The crowns 
they wear indicate their power. The hu man face is 
an indication of inte lligence. T hey came in great 
number like a swarm of locusts. 

The author resorts to the al l-powerful techn ique 
of extravagant exaggeration and perfects his figures 
of speech. This is intended to hold our attention and 
bring fear into our hearrs.13 

H e gives some of the features of these agents of 
evil: 

• Appearance of horses 
• Crowns on their heads 
• Faces like men 
• H air like women 
• Teeth like lions 
• Breastplates of iron 
• Stings in their tails 
There is no known living being that has such ap

pearance; these "scorpions" must not be li tera l but 
figurative animals. To attempt to find a visible paral
lel in the annals of human history is vain . To seek 
some event or instrument in mortal experience that 
would be like this animal of terrifying shape is use
less. The author of these words seeks to impress us 
with the fea rfu lness and meanness of these evil be
ings. He wants us to understand the har m they do 
and the doubt and suspicion they cause. Their loath
someness has no parallel. 

The book of Revela tion overflows wi t h and 
abounds in symbols. These locust-horse-scorpion
man-woman-lion animals inflict upon a certain seg
ment of human society terrible punishment. 

The agenrs of the devil a re unrigh teous. To be 
lawless is to be unrighteous. To respect and keep di
vine law is good. Israel 's sweet singer wrote, 

0 J ehova h: give me und erstanding ac
cording to thy word. 

11 2 Cor. 5:1 1 



Let my supplication come before thee: 
deliver me according to thy word. 

Let my lips utter praise; for thou teachest 
me thy statutes. 

Let my tongue sing of thy word; for all 
thy commandments are righteousness. 14 

If all of the commands of God are "righteous
ness," then, to obey the "commands of God" is to 
be righteous. Righteousness is doing what the law 
of God commands, which is always the right thing 
to do. Paul said, "So that the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy, and righteous, and good. "15 

The Law, expressed in commandments of God, is 
holy and righteous. The law of God is good. On the 
other hand, "sin is lawlessness," 16 and is not only 
not good but is damnable. 

Religious liberals in the late seventeenth century 
A.D., following the example of the serpent in Eden, 
downgraded and belittled the revealed word of God 
and consequently became unrighteous. The tech
nique of these unbelievers is to deny the truthful
ness of divine revelation, just as the devil did when 
he beguiled Eve. 

The modern method is to attempt to make 
"scripture inspired of God" originate with man. The 
religious liberal teaches the falsehood that much of 
the Bible is rooted in antique shepherd's tales. They 
insist that common folklore, in the passage of time, 
was elevated to divine revelation. They see their 
calling as convincing their contemporaries that the 
"documentary hypothesis" is a valid explanation for 
the origin of the Bible. If they are right the Bible is 
vulgar and can in no way make one holy through 
righteousness. 

Most of the advocates of the documentary hy
pothesis profess to believe in God but deny the word 
of God, which claims to be God-breathed. If the Bi
ble was handed down mouth-to-ear over many gen
erations then it is not what it claims to be. If the Bible 
is not what it claims to be, it is false and unworthy 
of our attention. One can take it or leave it and that 
is exactly what the liberals do. They go picking and 
choosing between the words of the Bible and take 
the parts that suit them and leave the parts that do 
not please them. This is lawlessness. Lawlessness is 
unrighteousness. It brings its own penalty. 

14 Ps. 119:168-172 
u Rom. 7:12 
16 1 John 3:4 

The symbolic sting of the symbolic scorpion 
released from the Abyss is typified by the mental 
anguish of lawlessness, which includes hopelessness. 

King of the Abyss 
(w. 11-12) 

11 They have over them as king the angel of the 
abyss: his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the 
Greek tongue he hath the name Apollyon. 
12 The first Woe is past: behold, there come yet two 
Woes hereafter. 17 

"The angel of the Abyss" is wicked. Rebel
lious angels were cast down out of heaven and are 
kept in "pits of darkness" and are "reserved unto 
judgment. "18 Fallen angels are still angels, but they 
are evil. The "angel of the Abyss" is king of the 
scorpions and his name "in Hebrew is Abaddon" 
(destruction) and "in Greek his name is Apollyn" 
(destroyer). These names affirm his sinful nature. 
He leads a band of bad angels and, as king, is the 
worst of the worst. 

Two trumpets are yet to sound. Two woes re
main. The first of the remaining three woes is past 
and the stage is set for the additional grief of trum
pet six and the summit of all these woes in the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet. 

Sixth Trumpet 
(w. 13-14) 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice 
from the horns of the golden altar which is before 
God, 
14 one saying to the sixth angel that had one trum
pet, Loose the four angels that are bound at the great 
river Euphrates. 

Earth approaches her terminus. The saints of 
God are sealed with the mark of the Almighty on 
their foreheads. 19 Wickedness abounds as it did just 
before the great flood of Noah's day. The righteous 
dead are transported far beyond sun, moon and stars 
where they are forever safe. Soon the conquering 
Christ shall sit victorious on his magnificent white 
warhorse and the saved shall be insulated from the 
consequences of all evil and are themselves "more 
than conquerors." Soon sin shall be defeated and 
the last enemy abolished. 

The divine historian speaks of things to come as 

17 Rev. 9:3-12 
18 jude 6; 2 Pee 2:4; 1 Cor 6:3; Eph 6:12 
19 Rev. 7:1-17 
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if they had already happened. 20 He foresees a time 
when the inhabitants of earth will give themselves 
over to the lawlessness of sin and there will be none 
to "find favor in the sight of the Lord." 

The golden altar is the altar of incense where 
the godly prayers of all ages ascend as an odor of a 
sweet smell into the brilliance of God on his throne. 
Prayers glorify God. 21 We must never underesti
mate the important role prayer pla}'S in God's eter
nal scheme. Four angels are mentioned as standing 
at the four corners of earth for the purpose of 
preserving times and seasons until the day of the 
destruction of all material things. 22 As the time of 
outrageous annihilation of the cosmos draws near 
the four angels are stirred to action with the shrill 
blast of the sixth trumpet. 

The Devil's Army 
(w. 15·19) 

15 And the four angels were loosed, that had been 
prepared for the hour and day and month and year, 
that they should kill the third part of men. 
16 And the number of the armies of the horsemen 
was twice ten thousand times ten thousand: I heard 
the number of them. 
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them 
that sat on them, having breastplates as of fire and 
of hyacinth and of brimstone: and the heads of li
ons; and out of their mouths proceedeth fire and 
smoke and brimstone. 
18 By these three plagues was the third part of men 
killed, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone, 
which proceeded out of their mouths. 
19 For the power of the horses is in their mouth, 
and in their tails: for their tails are like unto ser
pents, and have heads; and with them they hurt. 

The four angels are not specified and we know 
little about them, except that they are agents of the 
"angel of the Abyss" and do his bidding. The king 
of the bottomless pit commands a formidable army 
and applies clever stratagems to work his malignant 
mischief. Be afraid! Be watchful! 

His army numbers two hundred million. The 
writer of this vision did not count the soldiers but 
"heard" their number - a voice of an unknown 
source told him how many were in the uncountable 

20 lsa. 46:10; Rom. 4:17 
21 2 Cor. 4:15 
21 Rev. 7:1-3 
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trained force of the evil one. 
Never, in all the annals of humankind has such 

a force been gathered, but the ghastly angel-king 
calls hordes of hard-hearted and beastly soldiers of 
the Abyss to stand in array. The Devil has plenty of 
workers to obey his malicious orders. 

One third of the wicked world (the godless hu
mans) is killed by this repulsive organized body. 
Again, it is a matter of Satan killing his own people. 
The massacre is shocking. Remember the figurative 
nature of the book of Revelation and learn from this 
the formidable power of the great Destroyer and 
be warned. He is dangerous as a hungry lion on the 
loose. To enroll in his minions is worse than risky. 
It brings certain death, 23 which is not cessation, but 
separation from the fountain of all blessings· and 
therefore everlasting meaninglessness. · 

The Evil One is sure to pay his agents and the ul
timate recompense is the second death, which is not 
termination but permanent insupportable suffering. 

Unbelievers profess shock at the thought of 
God consigning sinners to eternal punishment and 
seek to mollify what seems to them to be harsh 
and inconsistent with the divine nature. How
ever, it is the Devil's payday. "The wages of sin 
is death." Those who are paid in the coin of hell 
have earned their shameful reward. It is their just 
recompense and therefore neither the wish nor 
the work of God. 

The horses of the vision were mounted by war
riors with breastplates of red, blue and yellow; "and 
the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and 
fire (red) and smoke (blue) and sulfur (yellow) came 
out of their mouths." The fire, smoke and sulfur 
(three plagues) were fatal. The horses had serpents 
for tails whose bites inflicted injury and pain. The 
misery and death caused by 200,000,000 horses and 
their riders was inescapable, inflicted forward and 
rearward - coming and going. 

This was a terrible massacre and speaks volumes 
about the maliciousness of fallen, sinful angels and 
their reprehensible leader. 

Survivors 
(w. 20-21) 

20 And the rest of mankind, who were not killed 
with these plagues, repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship demons, and 

23 Rom. 6:23 



the idols of gold, and of silver, and of brass, and of 
stone, and of wood; which can neither see, nor hear, 
norwalk: 
21 and they repented not of their murders, nor of 
their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts. 

The inhabitants of the world are wicked. There 
are a few who "fear God and keep his command
ments," but they are ever in the distinct minority. 
Jesus taught that the world, meaning the population 
of the world, is chronically sinful and complained 
that the whole world hates truth and right and loves 
immorality. 24 

jesus saw the people of earth as two groups; 
one composed of his faithful followers and the oth
er composed of those who reject God's word and 
adore the king of the Abyss. 

We know that whosoever is begotten of God 
sinneth not; but he that was begotten of God keep
eth himself, and the evil one toucheth him not. 

We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in the evil one. 25 

The picture drawn for us in the sounding of 
trumpets five and six is that of the whole world, 
which is evil, contrasted with those who are begot
ten of God and are not of Satan. The "whole" world 
is of the evil one, and those who are begotten of God 
by the word of God26 are not of the world and there
fore are not under the control of "the evil one." 

The fifth trumpet introduces scorpion-like evil 
spirits who torment but do not kill one third of the 
whole wicked world.27 The sixth trumpet reveals 
the massive army of Satan that kills one third of 
the population of the whole wicked world. 28 Nei
ther the stinging-demons nor Satan's army is able 
to harm those begotten of God, but do kill one 
third of those who are under the control of Satan. 
This is not a contradiction. It makes a distinction 
between the woe of the fifth trumpet and the grief 
of the sixth trumpet, which is more severe than 
the misery of its forerunner. Under trumpet five, 
the victims are stung and suffer, but do not die as 
a direct result of the sting. They wish to die but 
cannot. Under the woe of the sixth trumpet, one 

24 john 17:14 
25 1 John 5:18-19 
26 1 Pet. 1:22-23 
27 Rev. 9:5 
28 Rev. 9:15, 18 

third of the world's population of scoundrels dies. 
Killed by their king! Again, death is separation and 
not termination. 

The writer closes this vision by describing the 
inglorious satanic host as idolaters guilty of mur
ders, sorceries, fornication and thefts (the fruit of 
Satanism). 

Who Are These People? 

They are the hard of heart; the slow learners. They 
witnessed the slaughter of a third of their number 
but did not repent of their evil. The day of no re
turn was drawing on but at this moment in time 
they could still have been reconciled to God. They 
foolishly refused. 29 

All those wicked inhabitants of the earth con
templated in chapter nine are the morally reprehen
sible followers of Satan. The righteous are exempted 
from the hurt brought by the locust-scorpion sting 
because they are sealed with the mark of jehovah 
on their foreheads, and have a protecting wall of 
fire about them. 

We are not told specifically what the sting is, but 
only that it is painful, which can be mental or physi
cal. We are told in the New Testament: "The sting 
of death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord jesus Christ, , 30 which shows that a sting 
can be mental and make its victim wretched. 

The duration of the pain caused by the scorpi
on's sting is five months (about half a year) which is 
short, but seems interminable to the victim. 

John saw uunderneath the altar the souls of 
them that had been slain for the word of God, and 
for the testimony which they held: and they cried 
with a great voice, saying, How long, 0 Master, the 
holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell on the earth?"31 

The sting of the demon-scorpions is part of 
the answer and the complete response is when the 
faithless and fearful are stung by the second death, 
which is eternal separation from God. " 

The seventh trumpet is yet to sound and we 
tremble at its prospective woe. 

29 Matt. 23:37-39 
30 1 Cor. 15:56-57 
31 Rev. 6:9-10 
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(In 1903 ]. W. McGarvey received and answered a series of letters about mechanical instruments of music used 
in praise of God. History, as we know, repeats itself and we are today confronted with many of the issues that 
confronted the brethren 107 years ago. You will enjoy and benefit from reading the following information 
from the past.) 

What Shall We Do About the Organ? 
J. W. McGarvey 

Professor of Sacred History and Evidences in the College of the Bible, Kentucky University 
F. G. Allen, Editor of the Apostolic Guide 

Answer to a LeHer of Inquiry 
LeHer 1 

MY DEAR BROTHER: Your sad letter, giving an 
account of the trouble that has sprung up in your 
congregation in regard to the use of an organ in its 
public worship and propounding to me a number 
of questions on the subject, has been carefully con
sidered. I have received so many letters of the same 
kind that I have concluded not to try any longer 
to answer them separately, but to write a somewhat 
elaborate answer to your letter and put it in print for 
the benefit of others. In doing this I am aware that I 
shall subject myself to the sneers of some who have 
learned to speak with contempt of all persons, how
ever sincere and ·Nell informed, who claim to have 
conscientious objections to the practice in question. 
That I shall be regarded by some who are indiffer
ent on the subject as needlessly agitating a question 
the discussion of which they consider harmful; and 
that others who lament with me the steady progress 
which this innovation is making among the disciples 
will think that I am wasting time in battling against 
the inevitable. But he who makes peace with an evil 
because it is likely to prevail appears to me to love 
peace more than he loves truth and to be deficient 
in the courage proper to a soldier of the cross, while 
he who refrains from speaking on a subject which 
to him appears important because others regard it 
with indifference or with contempt seems to me to 
esteem the applause of men more highly than the 
approval of his own conscience. As I do not wish to 
come under condemnation in any of these particu
lars, I will speak my mind freely to you and to all 
who shall take the trouble to read what I write. 

That a vast amount of evil has been occasioned 
by the introduction of instrumental music into 
Christian worship is undeniable. Beginning with the 
1 Q April &Rl 0 
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first instance of it among us which I can remember 
- that which caused a schism in the church in St. 
Louis in the year 1869- its progress has been at
tended by strife, alienation, and division, with all 
their attendant evils, in hundreds of congregations. 
Before this it had bred similar evils among Meth
odist societies and Baptist and Presbyterian church
es; for all these bodies in their early days knowing 
that the practice originated in the Roman Catholic 
Church, regarded it as a Romish corruption and re
fused to tolerate it until it was forced upon them 
by the spirit of innovation which characterized the 
present century. 

Now it is obvious that these evils, the baleful 
effects of which will never be fully revealed until 
the day of judgment, must be charged either against 
those who have introduced the instrument or against 
those who have opposed its introduction. The same 
must be true in regard to all the evils which in the 
future are destined to spring from the same source. 
It is impossible, therefore, for those of us who oc
cupy positions of influence among our brethren to 
avoid a most solemn responsibility with reference 
to these evils. I dread the thought of shirking this 
responsibility, and I equally dread the thought of 
giving advice which does not accord with the will of 
God. I shall, therefore, endeavor to avoid both by 
pleading earnestly for that which a lifelong study of 
God's word has fixed in my mind as the truth. 

The question of responsibility for the evils just 
mentioned turns upon the question whether it is 
God's will that in his public worship his people may 
employ instrumental, as well as vocal, music when 
it pleases them to do so. If it is, then all the past and 
future evils of the strife in question are chargeable 



to those who resist the practice. If not, then all is 
chargeable to those who favor it. It follows that in 
this question, as in all other questions, we are to 
find the pathway of duty and safety by finding the 
will of God. You and I have learned that this will 
is to be found, in all matters pertaining to life and 
godliness, only in God's written word. To this, then, 
let us make our first and only appeal. In doing this I 
will take up consecutively the questions which have 
been submitted to me by you and others. 

You ask: "How can I most successfully show 
that the use of the organ in the worship is wrong? 
What are the strong points of the argument?" 

I think you put the question in the proper form. 
If the "strong points of the argument" will not con
vince, it is certain that the weak ones will not; and 
it is well to save words by discussing the former 
alone. I begin by arguing that the practice belongs 
to a class of things expressly condemned in the New 
Testament. Jesus said in reference to certain addi
tions which the Pharisees had made to the ritual of 
the law: "In vain do they worship me, teaching as 
their doctrines the precepts of men." In these words 
he propounds the doctrine that all worship is vain 
which originates in human authority; or, to put it 
negatively, that no worship is acceptable to God 
which he himself has not authorized. Paul echoes 
this teaching when he condemns as "will worship" 
the observance of, ordinances "after the precepts 
and doctrines of men" (Col. 2:20-23, R.V.). The 
Greek word here rendered "will worship" means 
worship self-imposed, as distinguished from wor
ship imposed by God; and the practices referred to 
in the context are condemned on this ground, thus 
showing that all self-imposed worship is wrong in 
the sight of God. 

Now it is universally admitted by those compe
tent to judge that there is not the slightest indica
tion in the New Testament of divine authority for 
the use of instrumental music in Christian worship. 
He who employs it, therefore, engages in "will wor
ship" according to Paul, and he offers vain worship 
according to Jesus. 

You tell me just here that those in your commu
nity who insist upon the use of the organ deny that 
its use with the singing is any part of the worship, 
affirming that worship is altogether in the heart, 
and that the instrument is used merely as a help; but 
in taking this ground they depart from our Lord's 
use of the term "worship." In the passage referred 

to above he uses it with reference to the ceremo
nial washing of hands and the dipping of persons, 
cups, pots, and brazen vessels. (Mark 7:3, 7). All 
such things done as religious acts are included in 
"worship" as Jesus uses the term, and similar regu
lations are included in "will worship" by the apostle 
Paul. So must instrumental n1usic be when used in 
company with singing in the house of God; so it 
was regarded, indeed, when, under the Jewish econ
omy, musical instruments were thus employed, for 
the psalmist exclaims: "Praise him with the sound of 
the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. 
Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him 
with stringed instruments and organs." 

To deny, then, that the present use of instru
mental music in the church is a part of the worship, 
is a subterfuge and an afterthought ingeniously got 
up to obscure the fact that it comes under the con
demnation pronounced against vain worship and 
will worship. 

As to the position that the use of the instrument 
is no more than a help to the worship, even if it 
could be maintained as the fact in the case, it would 
still leave the practice without divine authority; for 
while the authority to perform a certain service car
ries with it the authority to employ all helps that 
are necessary to its effective performance, it cannot 
do more. On this principle, if the use of an instru
ment were necessary to effective worship in song, 
this fact would give the needed authorization; but it 
is certainly not necessary to worship as defined by 
those just referred to - that is, the homage of the 
heart: and that it is not necessary to effective sing
ing is obvious from the fact that most effective sing
ing has been done in the churches in all ages and all 
countries without it and from the other fact that any 
one who can sing with an instrument can sing with
out it. In reality, the use of an instrument does not 
help the singing; for the singing is the same that it 
would be if the same vocal sounds were made with
out the instrument. It helps only the music, and it 
does this by adding to the vocal music, music of an
other kind. The position, then, is from every point 
of view involved in misconception and fallacy. Nor 
is this the worst feature of it, for if it be granted that 
men are at liberty to adopt any unnecessary helps to 
the worship which they may think desirable, then 
it follows that the Romanist is justifiable in using 
candles, images, incense, and crucifixes as helps 
in his worship; and should the day come that the 
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majority of disciples in any congregation shall desire 
to introduce all these practices, the men who have 
admitted the organ on this ground must consent to 
it or abandon their present position. 

My second argument against the practice in ques
tion is derived from apostolic precedent, the second 
of the two sources from which we learn the divine 
will. The acts and order of congregational worship 
were appointed by inspired men, to whom the gift 
of inspiration had been imparted for this purpose as 
well as for others. All that they introduced, there
fore, has the divine sanction, whether enjoined by 
precept or not; and it is equally true that what they 
omitted was omitted under the same divine guid
ance. Their omission of instrumental music from 
the worship has, therefore, the divine approval; but 
the circumstances under which this omission took 
place give it an additional force as an indication of 
God's will. The apostles and their fathers before 
them had been taught to regard instrumental music 
as an approved element in the worship of God at 
the temple. They thought it proper to participate as 
Jews in the temple worship long after they hades
tablished the Christian church; and we know from 
the Scriptures that they did so up to the time of 
Paul's last visit to Jerusalem as recorded in Acts 21. 
Now during the whole of this time, from the great 
Pentecost on, there were two different worship
ing assemblies in the temple every Lord's day, and 
often every day in the week - one, the Christian 
assembly; the other, the Jewish assembly. In the lat
ter there was the offering of sacrifice, accompanied 
by the sound of trumpets (Num. 10:10), and the 
burning of incense, accompanied by the prayers of 
the people {Luke 1:10); and in this worship the dis
ciples participated because they were Jews and they 
had not yet been taught that the law had come to an 
end. In the other, composed of Christians and di
rected in its exercises by the inspired apostles, there 
was neither sacrifice nor incense nor the sound of 
musical instruments. What clearer proof can there 
be that in the mind of the Spirit guiding the apostles 
all these things were alike unsuited to the worship 
of a Christian assembly? As respects instrumental 
music, there was here not a mere failure to intro
duce it, but the deliberate laying of it aside - the 
quiet rejection of it - by those who had been ac
customed to its use under the former dispensation 
and who yet continued to worship with it when en
gaged in the ritual of the law. Unquestionably there 
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is here an indication of the divine will to the effect 
that however acceptable to God this form of service 
may have been under the fleshly covenant, he de
sired none of it under the spiritual covenant. 

This evidence derives additional force from the 
consideration that although in respect to both faith 
and practice the churches fell rapidly into corrup
tion after the death of the apostles, their practice 
in this particular was so firmly fixed that they con
tinued to worship without the use of instruments 
of music for about seven hundred years. Nearly ev
ery item of the old Jewish ritual and the old pagan 
ritual which now helps to make up the ceremonial 
of the Roman Church was introduced before the 
return to the discarded use of instrumental mu
sic. The first organ certainly known to have been 
used in a church was put into the cathedral at Aix
la-Chapelle by the German emperor, Charlemagne 
who came to the throne in the year 768. So deposes 
Professor Hauck of Germany, in the "Schaff-Herzog 
Cyclopedia," which you can find in some preach
er's library in your vicinity. The same learned au
thor declares that its use met with great opposition 
among Romanists, especially from the monks, and 
that it made its way but slowly into common use. 
So great was this opposition even as late as the six
teenth century that he says it would probably have 
been abolished by the Council of Trent but for the 
influence of the emperor Ferdinand. This council 
met in 1545. Thus we see that this innovation was 
one of the latest that crept into the Roman apos
tasy, and that it was so unwelcome even there that 
a struggle of about eight hundred years was neces
sary to enable it to force its way to universal ac
ceptance. The Lutheran Church and the Church of 
England brought it with them out of Romanism; all 
other Protestant churches started in their course of 
reform without it, and so continued until within the 
present century; while the Greek Church and the 
Armenian Church, both more ancient than the Ro
man Church, still continue to reject it. 

To sum up these arguments, you can now see 
that this practice is one of recent origin among Prot
estant churches, adopted by them from the Roman 
apostasy; that it was one of the latest corruptions ad
opted by that corrupt body; that a large part of the 
religious world has never accepted it; that, though 
employed in the Jewish ritual, it was deliberately 
laid aside by the inspired men who organized the 
church of Christ; and that several precepts of the 



New Testament implicitly condemn it. If you can 
get those who think of pressing it into your church 
to see all this, they will, of course, desist, unless they 
belong to that increasing class who hearken more to 
the spirit of the age than to the Spirit of God. 

It is claimed, you say, by those brethren that 
there is no argument against the use of the organ 
that is not equally good against the use of hymnals 
and tuning forks; and you wish to know the best an
swer to this. The answer is that if they can make this 
appear we stand ready to reject the hymnal and the 
tuning fork and to do the best we can without them. 
Insist, however, that we should settle one question 
at a time, and that the organ question is the one now 
before us. When this is settled, we can more easily 
settle the other question; and it is certain that the 
use of the organ cannot be justified on the ground 
that the use of a tuning fork or of a hymnal is just as 
bad. Two wrong things never made each other right. 

I am now ready for your second question, but I 
will endeavor to answer it in another letter. 

]. W. McGarvey. 

LeHer II 

DEAR BROTHER: Your second question is this: 
"Should we fail to convince the brethren that the 
use of the organ is wrong, what else can we do to 
keep them from forcing it upon us?" 

Did I not know that organs have often been 
forced into churches by the act of a few individuals 
without asking formal consent, and that majorities 
have often put them in without regard to the pro
tests of minorities, I would be surprised at the form 
in which you put your question; but I hope that the 
brethren to whom you refer are too conscientious 
to do such a thing. If conscience does not deter 
them, they ought to be restrained by fear of bring
ing into contempt the practice which they advocate; 
for nothing can sooner bring the use of the organ 
into contempt than to see its advocates force it upon 
churches in an unchristian manner. To act wickedly 
in order to worship God more to your taste is to im
itate Rachel, who stole her father's gods in the hope 
that the stolen property would help her religiously. 

All that you have to do in order to persuade 
good men to desist from such a purpose is to point 
out to them the teaching of the Scriptures on similar 
subjects. Show them first what Paul taught in regard 
to eating unclean meats. In Rom. 14:23, R.V., he 
teaches that he who doubts the right to eat is con-

demned if he eat; and as you doubt the right to wor
ship with the organ, you will be condemned if you 
do it. They, in trying to force you to do it, are trying 
to bring you into this condemnation. In regard to 
meats he teaches (verse 20) that all are really clean, 
but that it is evil for him who eats with offense; and, 
therefore, even if the use of the organ were inno
cent, it is evil to him who uses it with offense. He 
says (verse 15): "If because of meat thy brother is 
grieved, thou walkest no longer in love." Therefore 
it must be equally true that if because of thy use 
of the organ "thy brother is grieved, thou walkest 
no longer in love." He says {verse 19): "Let us fol
low after things which make for peace, and things 
whereby we may edify one another." Tell them that 
you would gladly do this by consenting to the use 
of the organ but for the fact that you believe it to 
be wrong, and insist that as they do not consider it 
wrong to sing without the organ, this precept re
quires them, for the sake of peace and edification, 
to desist from their purpose. If this will not suffice, 
remind them that our Lord says "Despise not one of 
these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven 
their angels do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven;" and show them that to persist 
in their course, without regard to your convictions 
and your feelings, would be to "despise" you. 

Perhaps they will answer all this by saying that 
in all matters or expediency it is the duty of the mi
nority to cheerfully submit to the wish of the major
ity. If they do, answer them that you most heartily 
approve of the rule, and that if you could regard 
this matter as one of expediency you would cheer
fully submit to the majority, but that, for such rea
sons as are given in the first of these letters, you 
cannot so regard it. 

Perhaps they will say that you are an obstruction
ist; that you have been in the habit of raising captious 
objections to everything that breaks in upon old cus
toms; that by this course you have kept the church 
in the background; and that it is not reasonable for 
the church to be hampered by you any longer. If they 
say this, do not fly into a passion, for there may be 
much truth in it. I have known some opponents of 
the organ of whom I think that all this could be fairly 
said. Examine candidly your past record (I am not 
acquainted with it) and see if there is any truth in 
the charge. If there is, confess it like an honest man, 
promise to do better in the future, and beg them 
not to sin against you now because you have so 
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often sinned against them. If you can honestly say 
that the complaint is not just, promise them that at 
least you will try hard in the future to avoid every ap
pearance of this evil, and beg them to desist from the 
evil which they contemplate toward you. 

With such persuasions and Scripture precepts as 
these, unattended by anything on your part that is 
exasperating, I am sure that you will succeed with 
the more pious of those brethren, and that these 
will restrain the others. 

But here you come in with another supposition. 
You say: "Suppose that, before we have a chance to 
urge these persuasions and to present these Scrip
ture teachings, a few of the more determined shall 
put the organ in privately and we shall find them 
some day gathered around it singirtg and playing 
when we get to church." Well, if this shall be your 
experience, console yourself by the reflection that 
your lot is no harder than that of some others, and 
go to work in the very way that I have recommend
ed, except with the aim to get the organ removed, 
and not to prevent it from coming in. The path of 
duty remains the same; the object to be accom
plished alone is changed. 

I now come to the third of your leading ques
tions, which is this: "Suppose that, after all our ef
forts to prevent it, the organ shall be deliberately 
introduced, or that, if surreptitiously introduced, all 
our efforts to have it removed shall be in vain; what 
ought we then to do?" 

The case supposed in the question is precisely 
that of a majority of the brethren and sisters in dif
ferent States who have written to me for advice on 
this subject. Their condition is a sad and dangerous 
one. It is impossible for a good man not to feel con
cerned for them or to refuse them the benefit of the 
best counsel that he can give them. I have reflected 
on the subject a great deal, and "I give my judg
ment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord." 

If you were a prea~her, able to do effective work 
as such, I would advise you to remove your mem
bership to some other congregation, or choose a 
point at which to build up another, in which you 
can worship according to the truth and teach in 
peace all the will of God. 

If those of you who oppose the organ were suf
ficiently numerous to constitute a new congrega
tion and had among you the facilities for working 
as such to edification, I would advise you to quietly 
and respectfully call for letters of commendation 
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and organize another congregation in a locality fa
vorable to peace and future growth. 

I would thus advise in both these cases because 
it is the duty of every disciple, to the full extent of 
his ability, to maintain the ordinances of the Lord as 
they were delivered to us by him. 

But as you are not a preacher and as those who 
stand with you are not able to organize a self-edify
ing church, I advise that you remain where you are, 
participate faithfully in all parts of the worship that 
are not perverted, and persevere, without growing 
weary, in earnest and prayerful efforts to secure the 
removal of the instrument. I advise this because it is 
the only course left open by which you can still ob
serve such of the ordinances as are still observed ac
cording to the Scriptures. The alternative would be 
either to stay away from church altogether - which 
is a sinful course of life while there is a real church, 
even a partially corrupted one, within your reach
or to attend some church in which both the teaching 
and the worship are still farther removed from the 
divine order. Of course I am supposing that there is 
no congregation of the primitive order within reach 
of you to which you could transfer your member
ship. If there is, the path of duty is obvious. 

I am well aware that the hypothetical part of 
this advice is severely condemned by some of my 
brethren for whose judgment I have great respect. 
They will tell you that it proposes an unscriptural 
test of fellowship, and that its adoption would stul
tify our plea for union by showing that we cannot 
maintain it among ourselves. In regard to the latter 
objection, I remark that if uniformity in using the 
organ is necessary to union we are already divided, 
because we already have churches that use it and 
churches that refuse it; we also have some churches 
refusing it that have come out from those using it. 
I would also remark that our plea is for union on 
what is taught in the word of God, and not on the 
unauthorized inventions of men, and that if union is 
marred by these inventions, the fault lies exclusively 
with those who introduce them. We have already 
seen that he who introduces such things is under 
condemnation, and that the condemnation is still 
severer when it is done with offense. If he loudly 
asserts, as he usually does, his liberty in Christ, we 
who oppose his innovation have certainly no less 
liberty; and we may properly refuse to be "entan
gled again in a yoke of bondage." As to the intro
duction of an unscriptural test of fellowship, it is 



enough to say that we do not refuse fellowship with 
those who use the organ; we only refuse to partake 
with them in that practice and choose to worship 
when we can where it is not in our way. To deny us 
this privilege would be an attempt to force us into 
fellowship with a practice confessedly unauthorized 
in the Scriptures, than which there could be nothing 
more unscriptural or more intolerant. 

Were I of those who think that the propriety of 
using instrumental music in the church is a question 
of expediency, I would have much to say in proof 
that it is inexpedient. I would point to the bitter 
fruits that it has borne throughout its whole history; 
and thus, after the Savior's precept, I would judge 
the tree by its fruit; but as I have placed the issue on 
higher ground, I will not enter into this part of the 
discussion. 

In conclusion, let me remark that the prevalent 
rage for instruments of music in our worship is a 
passion and a fashion of the hour, and that, like all 
fashions, when it shall have endured for a time, it 
will pass away. As in the case of other fashions, too, 
its devotees are usually deaf to reason on the subject 
and rebellious against authority. This tide of feeling 
will not be stemmed and turned back by reason and 
authority of Scripture; but, like all other movements 
of the kind, it will go on from bad to worse until 
its own excesses will breed disgust for it and bring 
about a reaction. Such, at least, is my expectation; 
and, therefore, having little confidence in human na
ture, but great confidence in the final triumph of the 
truth as it is in Christ, I shall toil on hopefully as the 
Master of the vineyard seems to direct. I commend 
to you the same course. and should the clouds that 
now hang about you grow even darker than they 
are, I beg you to remember that the sun ever shines 
above them, and that if you continue faithful the 
light will come to you by and by. 

]. W. McGarvey 

A Serious Trouble 
The following sorrowful letter was recently re
ceived. By request I withhold the name and the 
place. The facts are all that concern us. The letter 
was written by a preacher of the gospel and one of 
the best and gentlest of men. He has long and faith
fully served the cause of Christ, and his praise is in 
many churches in the South and the West. His repu
tation, so far as I have known (and I have known 

about his work for years), is as spotless as the snow
flake on its way from the cloud. I have reason to 
believe that every word he states is strictly true. 

That there should ever be an occasion for the 
writing of such a letter is a sad commentary on our 
faithfulness to our plea for catholicity and unity. If 
it were the only such case, it could be regarded as a 
peculiar case of the forgetfulness of this fundamen
tal principle that gave us being, as a people, through 
a mistaken desire for entertainment; but the great 
number of analogous cases that have appealed to 
me and to others in their time of distress and the 
many alienations and divisions in the churches of 
Christ of which I have otherwise known compel the 
sad conclusion that the causes of this trouble are 
widespread and deep. The time was when our con
ceptions of the religion of jesus made such a thing 
unknown among us. The unmistakable fact that our 
disregard of the fundamental principles of our plea 
for unity which once made such a thing unknown 
now makes it quite common is enough to fill with 
serious concern one in whose heart these principles 
are cherished. But to the letter: 
DEAR BROTHER ALLEN I am in trouble; and as 
you never are(?), I think I will give you a slight taste 
of mine. Our church is in a ferment on the organ 
question. A few members have, with a determina
tion worthy of a better cause, persisted till they have 
put it in, independently of the congregation and 
despite the known opposition of a number of the 
members. One family has left the church because of 
it. About thirty or forty members are positively for 
it, regardless of consequences; about the same num
ber are positively opposed to it, and a large majority 
are indifferent, or at least passive. Now the question 
is: Shall we submit? The majority are for peace on 
almost any terms. One of the elders is at the head of 
the movement, and all the deacons are on his side. 
To fight it means a warm time, and I am frank to say 
that I do not know what course is best for the good 
of the whole church. I have always opposed the use 
of the organ, and yet I am not conscientiously op
posed to it. I can worship where it is used and not 
feel that I am sinning, but others cannot; and I op
pose it on the ground that its tendency is to evil 
and because others cannot worship with it. I was ab
sent when it was put in, or I should have protested 
strongly. Now that it is in, to bring it up again means 
strife, alienation, and, possibly, an open rupture in 
the church. I would rather try to convert a heathen 
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or an infidel to Christi anity than tO try to induce the 
average 'orga n man' or 'organ woman' tO desist, who 
would rather see a chu rch destroyed than tO fai l to 

get the organ. Bur the question is: What shou ld be 
done? I do nor know. If you can help me, I shall be 
greatly obliged. I simply want to know what my duty 
is, now tha t rhe thing is on us. J shrink from strife, 
and I verily bel ieve opposi tion now means division; 
bur if I can see that it is my dury to oppose it, I wi ll 
do so. I believe they would excl ude me before they 
wou ld give it up. I am truly sorry to have to trouble 
you about it, but 1 value greatly your judgment. Your 
coolness and conservatism under your own great tri
als mark you as eminently qua li fi ed to view properly 
such questions. 

Yours truly and fraternally, 

MY DEAR BROTHER: As I wrote you on receipt 
of yo ur letter asking adv ice in regard to your duty 
under the trying circumstances surrounding you, I 
now ask you to conside r the advice of Brother Mc
Garvey, wh ich 1 had in hand when your letter was 
received and which has )ti~t been given to our read
ers. lt covers about a ll the points in your case, and is 
substanti a ll y what 1 should say o n rhe same points, 
so far as T sho uld be able to equa l his presentation of 
rhe rhoughr; but the re are at least two thoughts no r 
elaborated by him which I wi ll present fo r your use 
in your kind, bur earnest pleading with those who 
have forced the o rgan upon vou. 

While you fee l that you can worship with the or
gan and not commit sin the reby yo u show a just ap
preciation of the conscientious convictions of th ose 
who canno t and a correct conception of rhe spirit 
of the Chri t ian religion by opposing iron account 
of the rights of o the rs and the ev il resulting from irs 
u ·e. I have o ften said, and rime o nly strengthens the 
fee ling, that if I were ever so profoundly convinced 
that the Scriptu res authorize its use I shou ld still feel 
compelled to o ppose it on account of rhe feelings of 
others and the peace and harmo ny of the chu rch. 
That the Bib le docs nor require it is conceded; and 
what it docs not require we shou ld let alo ne when it 
b rings grief, strife, and alienatio n into rhe fami ly of 
God. H ow any o ne w ho loves the Savior can deny 
rhi s I cannot see. I love musi c at home and a ll the 
adornments o f art and aesthetic culture; bm I should 
far prefer living in a hut barren of all such, with har
mony and love, than in a gilded palace with discord 
and strife. One of the most s triking paragraphs in 
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the "Life of judge Richard Reid" - that which en
deared him to me more than any other one thing in 
that remarkable character, because it reveals a rare 
nobi lity of heart - is the following: "He made for 
the things of peace in society, in the church, and in 
his profession. Whenever possible to settle a lawsuit 
by a rbitrati o n or agreement, he wou ld advise that 
this firs t be tried. H e was called in consu ltation con
cerning the use of the organ in the church. There 
was a parry favoring its introduction, nolens volens, 
and over the heads of a respectable minority. He 
asked of one strongly in fa vor if it cou ld 'now at this 
time be brought in peaceably' 'No, ' was the reply; ' I 
think nor.' 'Then, ' he said, ' I shall oppose its intro
ductio n. I am pledged to see the conscience of these 
men respected. I myself have no conscience for or 
against an organ; I can worship God in the presence 
or the absence of one; but I consider the welfare 
of the church, the li fe of the church, its peace and 
prosperity, of more importance than an organ.' 

The man who appreciates an organ, or anything 
of that nature, more than the peace and harmony of 
the church in which he worships God, is a total strang
er ro the Spirit of Christ, without which we are "none 
of his." But I must come to the points in question: 

1. 1 rega rd the use of the organ in the worship 
a violation of one of the fundamental principles of 
our plea for restoration and unity. We have ever 
claimed that our plea is catholic - that is, we hold 
as common g round that, and that on ly, which is 
conceded by a ll to be right. In restoring just what 
we find in the beginning in faith and practice and 
refu sing a ll e lse, we s tand on undisputed ground. 
All partisan, disputed ground we have left to others. 
For instance, we immerse. All churches concede that 
to be baptism. It is not in debate. The controversy 
is all about sprinkling and pouring. That is partisan; 
immersion is catholic. The debate is not about what 
we do, but about what others do. The same is true 
in regard to the baptism of a penitent believer. All 
concede thar ro be right. The debate is all about the 
baptizing of those no t believers. So of our creed, our 
names, o ur church polity, etc. All can stand where 
we do, for we stand on conceded ground; all cannot 
stand on any sectarian ground , for all cannot accept 
any denominational position. The grandeur and 
strength of this position have been the chief causes 
o f our unprecedented growth. The world has seen 
and fe lt the advantage and self-evident correctness 
of this catho.lic position; but the introduction of the 



organ, since all cannot worship with it, is a viola
tion of this grand principle. All can worship with
out it; all cannot worship with it. Therefore we can 
be united and harmonious without it; we cannot be 
united and harmonious with it. To introduce the or
gan to the destruction of our peace and unity is a 
complete renunciation, therefore, of this principle 
of catholicity characterizing our plea for the union 
of God's people on God's word. 

That this catholicity is essential to our union the 
organ brethren concede as well as others. For in
stance, in his sermon on "The Disciples," recently 
preached in New York and put in tract form, Broth
er B.B. Tyler says: 

"Moreover, as an effort to restore the primitive 
catholicity of the church is a prominent feature in 
our work, we could not be blind to the fact that 
immersion is catholic, while sprinkling and pouring 
are not .... In taking our stand definitely and posi
tively in favor of immersion we hold to that which 
bears the stamp of catholicity and reject the prac
tices which lack this stamp, and in a union of God's 
people we must have something on which they can 
all agree." 

Now as "we must have something on which they 
can all agree" in order to union, how can we expect 
union among ourselves in disregard of this principle? 

If we cannot appreciate union among ourselves 
sufficiently to dispense with such a thing as an organ 
in order to secure it, it shows that we are unwilling 
to be governed by the principles we urge upon oth
ers for the glory of God. With what kind of a face 
can we urge others to give up their party names, 
creeds, etc., for the sake of union when we will not 
give up the use of an organ for the same thing? Does 
not the prayer of the Master for the union of his 
disciples apply to us as well as to others? If we man
ifest so little appreciation of this essential principle 
of union, how shall we expect others to regard our 
pleading with them to abandon their creeds, names, 
etc., for the sake of this vital truth? The simple fact 
is that to the extent that brethren urge the use of 
the organ to the detriment of the peace and har
mony of the churches of Christ, to that extent do 
they surrender this fundamental principle of "our 
distinctive plea" and become partisans and sectar
ians before the world. 

2. The use of the organ in the worship is a vio
lation of the royal law of love. In his epistles to the 
Romans and the Corinthians, Paul teaches that if 

we disregard the conscientious convictions of our 
brethren and thereby cause them to stumble, we sin 
against them and against Christ (1 Cor. 8: 12). He 
also teaches that the causing of strife and division in 
a church of Christ is one of the most grievous of sins: 
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn 
away from them" (Rom. 16:17, R.V.). Here we are 
expressly required by divine law to "mark" them that 
cause brethren to stumble and that produce divisions 
in the churches and avoid them. We are not per
mitted to regard and treat such as deserving of our 
Christian fellowship. It is, therefore, one of the most 
serious offenses against which the New Testament 
has legislated. It matters not what it is that causes 
the stumblings and divisions; we are not permitted 
to do anything that causes them unless it should be 
something that God actually requires; and the things 
about which Paul was speaking were not things of 
that nature, neither is the organ. 

God does not permit us to force people to wor
ship with the organ who believe it wrong to do so. 
To even try to induce or force one to do that which 
he believes is wrong is a sin. Even if the thing be 
in itself innocent, it is wrong for him to do it who 
believes it is wrong. "To him who accounteth any
thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean." A man 
must believe that the thing which he does is right, 
else it will be wrong to him. His believing a thing 
is right does not make it right but his believing it 
to be wrong makes the doing of it wrong to him. 
One must be conscientious in all that he does; and, 
above all things else, he must be conscientious in 
the worship of God. 

This being true, and it also being true that a large 
number of good people cannot worship with the or
gan without doing what their conscience condemns 
as wrong, we are not permitted by divine law to 
force them to do so or to try to induce them against 
their convictions. If we do, we sin against them and 
against Christ. We sin against them because it re
sults in harm to them; we sin against Christ because 
he forbids it, and we violate his law. The law of love 
permits no such conduct, and to violate this law is 
to sin against its divine Author, as well as the viola
tion of any other law. 

Nor does God permit us to drive some of the 
brethren from the church to avoid doing what they 
believe to be sinful. To do so is to cause division in 
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a way that God condemns. and if we thus sin, he 
demands that we be marked and avoided as schis
matics. So it matters not how the effort may result, 
it condemns us in the sight of God. If the breth
ren submit and debauch their conscience by doing 
that which they believe to be wrong, we sin against 
them and against Christ, says Paul. (1 Cor. 8: 12). 
If we drive them from the church which they have 
to leave to avoid condemning themselves in this 
way, we are guilty of the sin of causing division, to 
which we have referred. In any event, therefore, 
our conduct is just as positively forbidden as is blas
phemy or adultery. 

It will not do to say that this is a matter of ex
pediency, and one, therefore, on which God has 
left us free. Things of expediency on which God 
has left us free to act by majorities must be consid
ered as such by both parties. If one party believe it 
sinful, it may not be forced on them as a matter of 
expediency. The eating of meats was conceded to 
be a matter of expediency, innocent in itself. and 
yet when this "liberty" would result in evil to a 
brother, it was forbidden. To insist on it, then, after 
knowing that it would cause one to stumble and 
indulge in it as a matter of expediency was to com
mit a double sin - a sin against the brother and a 
sin against Christ. 

Nor will it do to say that brethren have no right 
to hold to such conscientious objections to the use 
of the organ. It is simply a fact that they do thus 
regard its use in the worship as forbidden by the 
law of the Lord, and those so holding will compare 
favorably in intelligence and piety with those who 
think differently. and we have to deal with the fact 
as it is, and not as some of us would have it to be. 

Nor will it do to plead conscience on the part of 
those who favor the organ as well as on the part of 
those who oppose it. There can be no such ground 
for conscience, unless it is considered as divinely 
required so that they cannot worship without it 
without feeling that they sin against God. But the 
use of the organ is not urged on that ground. hence 
there is no ground for the advocacy of conscience 
in the case. 

In a case like this, where alienation and division 
are involved, conscience can require us to persist 
only when the issue is something that the word of 
God absolutely requires us to do; but it is not held 
that God requires us to use an organ in the wor
ship; it is only held that he permits it, and we have 
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seen plainly that he permits nothing of this nature 
when such consequences result. 

On this point many good brethren reason false
ly, I think. They say: "We conscientiously believe 
that the use of the organ would be for the advance
ment of the cause and the good of the church. We 
are as conscientiously in favor of it as others are 
opposed to it; therefore our conscience in the mat
ter is equal to theirs and is to be equally respect
ed." These good brethren fail to see that they apply 
the word "conscience" alike to two very different 
classes of things. If A conscientiously believes that, 
on the ground of expediency, the use of the organ 
will result in harm, and B, on the same ground, 
conscientiously believes that it will result in good, 
the conscience of one is just equal to that of the 
other; if A believes that the use of the organ in the 
worship is divinely prohibited, so that he sins in its 
use, and B believes that it is divinely required, so 
that he sins if he worships without it the conscience 
of one is just equal to that of the other. But when 
A believes that it is divinely forbidden and B sim
ply holds that it would be for the best, as a matter 
of expediency, there is the breadth of the heavens 
between the two. B must believe that it is divinely 
required as an item of the faith, and hence a sin to 
dispense with it, before his conscience in the matter 
is of the same nature as that of A, and equal to it, 
who believes that God has forbidden it and that to 
use it is a sin. But conscience is not pleaded on this 
ground; hence the claim is false. This being true, it 
effectually destroys the plea of expediency as con
stantly urged. Even if brethren heartily believe that 
the use of the organ would promote the interests 
of the church if all would accept it, they cannot 
think it would be for good when alienation, strife, 
and division will result. Nothing, as an expedient, 
can be for the best that will produce such results in 
the light of God's condemnation of them; but on 
account of the conviction, wide and deep, that the 
use of the organ is contrary to the divine will, these 
results must follow its introduction. Since these 
results must exist in the present state of thought 
and nothing can be expedient and good that pro
duces them, the plea of expediency is gone. Then 
since the Bible does not demand its use, regardless 
of consequences and under existing circumstances, 
it is inexpedient, the plea of justification in its use 
becomes wholly groundless, and from every point 
of view the defense breaks down. 



Urge these considerations, my dear brother, in 
connection with those presented by Brother Mc
Garvey, in the name, the love, and the spirit of the 
Master, and I pray God to give you success in re
storing peace and harmony in the church which 
you so dearly love; but whether you succeed or not, 

may God give you the peace of mind and heart that 
ever comes from a sense of duty well and faithfully 
performed. 

Your brother in the faith and for the old paths, 
F. G. Allen 

FF 

A Test 

T his test will fix the value of your appraisal and study of scriptures inspired of God. The procedure is to 
submit answers to questions as will lead to proof or disproof or to acceptance or rejection. It will reveal 
your ability to understand the teaching of God's Word, fortify your faith, and magnify your hope. 

Your skills to read, comprehend and apply are put to a decisive test, which will reveal your commitment 
to eternal principles and your understanding of the cause and purpose of human life. 

All you will need to take the test is a little time, a pencil and a receptive mind. 
In this exercise your comprehension of the mystery of life, its origin and its climax is brought forcefully 

to the surface of your mind and encourages you to focus on the things that are mc;>~e excellent "and the wis
dom that preserves the life of him that hath it." 

A Test on Origins 
1. According to Genesis 1: 1, when did God 

create the heavens and the earth? 
2. How long has the cosmos been in existence? 
3. According to Genesis 1:26-27, who created 

man? 
4. According to Genesis 2:7, did God mold man 

and give him his shape, or form? 
5. According to Genesis 2:7, did God form 

man from the dust of the ground? 
6. According to Genesis 2:7, who gave man 

"the breath of life?" 
7. According to Genesis 1:26-27 and Genesis 

2:7, who was the first man to be made in 
the likeness of God? 

8. According to Genesis 2:21-24, who was the 
first woman to be made in the likeness of 
God? (See 1 Tim. 2:13.) 

9. According to John 4:24, is God Spirit? 
10. If God is Spirit, does he have a physical 

form? (See Luke 24:39.) 
11. Did God make man in his own image or 

likeness? (See Gen. 1 :26.) 
12. Did God make animals in his own image or 

likeness? (See Gen. 1:24-25 .) 
13. According to Genesis 2:19-24, did God 

make animals in his own likeness? 
14. Is it true, since God is Spirit and not phys-

ical, then the form of man is not the same as 
the form of God? 

15. According to Philippians 2:7, did Jesus take 
the form of man, being made in the likeness 
of man? 

16. Prior to being in the form and in the likeness 
of man, was Jesus on equality with God? (See 
Phil. 2:6.) 

17. To procreate is a human male and a human 
female absolutely required? 

18. According to Genesis 2:21-24, did God make 
a woman from dust? 

19. According to Genesis 2:21-24, did God make 
woman from a human bone? 

20. According to Genesis 1:24-31, how many days 
did God take to make animals, man and 
woman? 

21. To procreate did man and woman have to 
appear on earth at the same time? 

22: Who was the first man to be in the likeness 
and image of God? {See 1 Cor. 15 :45) 

23. According to 1 Timothy 2:13, who was the 
first man formed? 

24. If Adam was the first man formed, how 
many humans existed before Adam? 
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(Many of our readers have expressed appreciation for articles from long ago dealing with persistent Bible 
questions. We do not wish to overdo the reprinting of lessons from the past, but this piece together with the 
McGarvey and Allen material on instruments in worship seems especially pertinent to the current situation in 
the church. Anyway, for your pleasure and information here is another collection of McGarvey's penetrating 
letters. Enjoy!) 

McGarvey's 
LeHers to Bishop Mcilvaine 

on ''Christian Union'' 
LeHer I 

D ear Sir: Though we are strangers to each 
other in the flesh, I feel inclined to regard 
you with great respect, from seeing your 

name at the head of a movement in favor of the 
union of Christians. I learn from one of the Cincin
nati daily papers that you presided over a meeting 
of nearly all the clergy of that city, which was called 
"for the promotion of the union of churches." 
An Association was there formed, to be styled the 
"Christian Union Association of Cincinnati"; the 
avowed object of which is "to make more manifest 
the already existing spiritual unity, to remove the 
sin and manifold evils incident to divisions, and to 
promote a closer and more effective co-operation 
in evangelizing the world." Of this Association you 
are the honored President, while its subordinate of
ficers and Board of Directors embrace sixteen of the 
Cincinnati clergy, representing twelve distinct de
nominations. It is a matter for sincere gratulation 
that, contrary to the sentiment which so generally 
prevails among the clergy of the Episcopal Church, 
you have had the magnanimity to take a prominent 
part in a movement such as this. The good wishes 
of all who love the Lord Jesus will be with you, and 
they will pray the Lord to grant you success even 
above your anticipation. 

I am myself a member of an Association of 
Christians, drawn together from all the different de
nominations, whose object is almost identical with 
yours. It may, indeed, be expressed in your own 
words: "To remove the sin and manifold evils inci
dent to divisions, and to promote a closer and more 
effective co-operation in evangelizing the world." 
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We have already succeeded in bringing into this co
operation several hundred thousand persons, chiefly 
in the Mississippi Valley, and we find that the effects 
of the union are exceedingly gratifying. We find our 
individual happiness greatly promoted, and our ef
forts at evangelizing the world rendered successful 
above all precedent since the days of the apostles. 
We have had an experience of nearly half a century 
in the good work which you and your associates 
are just inaugurating, and you will not therefore 
consider it presumption that we consider ourselves 
capable of making you some valuable suggestions. 
We are then more bold to do this, from ardent love 
which we cherish for the cause of union, and from 
the large amount of reading, reflection, and counsel 
which we have devoted to the subject. 

In the preamble to the constitution of your As
sociation you make one assumption, which is also 
a fundamental one in our own movement. It is the 
assumption that "sin and manifold evils are incident 
to divisions." Unless this were true, your Associa
tion would be aimless and useless. We are happy 
to welcome you as joint witnesses with us to the 
reality of this sin and these evils. Your testimony 
affords us the greater comfort from the fact, that 
we have been very generally contradicted by your 
brethren in the ministry, when we have borne the 
same testimony. They have denied that the existing 
divisions are sinful, and have persuaded the people, 
that, in place of the "manifold evils" to which you 
testify, there are manifold blessings arising from the 
present diversity of religious parties. We praise you 
for rising above the prevailing sentiment, and tak-



ing a position on this question beside the Apostle 
Paul. When the single church at Corinth was dis
turbed by factions, which had not yet gone so far 
as to form separate organizations, he rebuked them 
in these words: "Since envy and strife and divi
sions are among you, are you not carnal, and do 
you not walk as men?" How much severer would 
have been his rebuke if they had separated into 
half a dozen distinct organizations, erected many 
different houses of worship, and adopted by-laws 
to perpetuate their division? But such is the sin of 
modern times; except that it spreads from city to 
city, and nation to nation, and multiplies its evils as 
it spreads abroad. I pray you, Bishop, and all your 
associates, as you love the Lord, never cease to cry 
out against this terrible sin. 

Another important point in which your move
ment coincides with our own is this: while you 
admit the existence of "spiritual unity" among the 
twelve denominations which you represent, you 
do not consider this sufficient; but you locate the 
sin, and the manifold evils of which you speak, in 
divisions which exist notwithstanding this spiritual 
unity. You declare, in words already quoted, that 
the object of your organization is "to make more 
manifest the existing spiritual unity, to remove the 
sin and manifold evils of divisions, and to promote 
a closer and more effective co-operation in evan
gelizing the world." The sin of which you speak 
certainly cannot be in the "existing spiritual unity"; 
it must then be in divisions which exist in despite 
of this unity. In this assumption, also, you are in 
advance of the great mass of your ministerial breth
ren; for we can testify, by a long and varied experi
ence with them, that they almost uniformly declare 
the "spiritual unity" to be all that the Word of God 
requires. It is to be hoped that the influence of 
your Association will spread among them, far and 
wide, a better understanding of this subject. The 
second article of your constitution requires you to 
hold "public meetings," and "ministerial meeting," 
on the subject, "to provide for the distribution 
of tracts and books, and to take such other mea
sures as shall increase and make more manifest our 
brotherly love, and lead to the more perfect unity 
of the church and the conversion of the world." 
The Lord grant you abundant success in this work, 
and enable you soon to convince all of your breth
ren that it is a great sin to oppose it. 

With this much in the general aspect of your 

proceedings to give us pleasure, we regret to ob
serve one thing to give us pain. It is stated by the 
newspaper reporter, that while the speakers at the 
meeting, including yourself, T.J. Melish, of the Bap
tist Church, Dr. Reid, of the Methodist Church, and 
Dr. Thompson, of the Presbyterian Church, "agreed 
fully as to the importance of union," you "differed 
considerably as to the practicability of it." This is 
unfortunate. If men undertake an enterprise, doubt
ing its practicability, they can work for it with only 
half a heart. And why should union be thought im
practicable by men who admit the sin of divisions, 
who are already spiritually united, and who are, in 
your own words, "all renewed by the same Holy 
Spirit?" The only obstacle to the union of the Cor
inthians was their carnality. Paul could not speak to 
them "as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal." But you 
are not carnal, if so be that the Holy Spirit has re
newed you all, and there is already "spiritual unity" 
among you. Surely there is no room for any among 
you to doubt the practicability of union, unless he 
doubts the spirituality of "evangeiical Christians," 
and thinks they are carnal. If this is the ground of 
doubt, I would suggest to you the propriety of in
quiring into the fact of the case; for if they are car
nal, and not spiritual, there is a mistake about the 
supposed "spiritual unity" which you assume to ex
ist, and you will never succeed in your enterprise un
til this carnality is removed. I confess to you, Bishop, 
that I have some doubt on this point myself. As sure 
as your Association fails of its object, it will be on ac
count of carnality of its members or of the churches 
which they represent; and if they prove to be thus 
carnal, people will not easily believe that there ex
ists among them much of even that spiritual unity of 
which they boast. 

But I will take the liberty to address you again on 
this interesting theme, and will detain you no longer 
at present. I will cause a copy of the paper contain
ing this letter to be mailed to you, and to each of the 
officers of your Association, as a proof of my desire 
to co-operate with you in a good work. 

Yours for the union of Christians, 
]. W. McGarvey 

LeHer II 

Dear Sir: In commenting on the union movement, 
of which you are the acknowledged leader, I do not 
wish to appear hypercritical; but I conceive that the 
most minute circumstances affecting the charac-
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ter of such a movement must be all matter of im
portance. As I intimated in my former letter, I am 
eager, as all my brethren are, to take an active part 
in promoting the union of Christians, and if I were 
living in Cincinnati I would most certainly attend 
the meetings of your Association. But you use some 
strange language in the preamble to your consti
tution, and in the article prescribing the terms of 
membership, which leaves me in doubt whether I 
would be permitted to take part in your counsels. 
The preamble describes the persons effecting the 
organization as "We, Evangelical Christians of Cin
cinnati and vicinity"; and the constitution declares 
that "all Evangelical Christians subscribing to this 
preamble and constitution, and contributing annu
ally to the funds of this Association, shall constitute 
its membership." Now, the term evangelical means 
according to the gospel. If this is the sense in which 
you use it, I cannot see why you use it at all in the 
connection you do; for certainly every one who is a 
Christian at all is a Christian according to the gospel. 
Have you any unevangelical Christians in Cincin
nati? Men who are Christians, but not according to 
the gospel. What is it that constitutes a Christian 
but belief in and obedience to the gospel? Why not, 
then, just simply say, "We, Christians of Cincinnati 
and vicinity"; and that "all Christians subscribing, 
etc., shall be members of this Association?" Is it not 
enough for a man to be a Christian, or must he be 
something more than a Christian, in order to associ
ate with you? Surely, Bishop, you have either multi
plied words without counsel here, or you are giving 
to the term evangelical some sinister meaning which 
will let in some Christians and exclude others. If you 
are really in earnest about the union of Christians, 
for the Lord's sake, and for the sake of consistency, 
open your doors wide enough to let all Christians 
co-operate with you. If you start out on a sectarian 
platform, your entire work, be it ever so successful, 
will be but another phase of sectarianism. 

There is another point in which your move
ment appears to me radically defective, and some
what inconsistent. Your associates acknowledge that 
division is sinful, yet, instead of removing the sin 
from among themselves by actually uniting with 
one another, they form an Association which seems 
rather designed to influence others than yourselves. 
If all the thieves in Cincinnati were to hold a con
vention, and after resolving that it is a sin to retain 
stolen goods, should proceed to organize a society 

22 April2010 
Firm Foundation 

to promote the return of stolen goods by thieves in 
general, yet disperse without restoring what they 
themselves had stolen, the honest portion of the 
community would not much admire either their 
consistency or their sincerity. I am afraid that their 
admiration will not be much more excited in favor 
of the reverend members of your Association, unless 
you speedily change your policy. When you unit
edly declare that the division existing among you 
is a sin, and attended by "manifold evils" besides, 
the plain people of your city expect you to manifest 
some repentance, and to bring forth fruit meet for 
repentance by immediate reformation. It will not do 
to hold meetings, and publish books and tracts to 
induce Christians in general to unite, unless you set 
the example by uniting among yourselves. An actual 
union among you would effect more for the cause 
of union abroad than everything you can do and say 
while you practice contrary to what you teach. 

This mistake in the character of your movement 
has led to several others. Starting out to unite in 
one common brotherhood, the adherents of all the 
creeds and books of discipline, now divided into the 
parties of Christendom, you have begun by manu
facturing another creed, framing another constitu
tion, and organizing under it another party. It is 
true your creed is a short one, containing only five 
articles, but it differs from the Word of God, it dif
fers from all other creeds, and it is as human as any 
other. Your constitution is also brief, containing but 
seven articles; but one of these provides for amend
ments at any annual meeting, so that there is no 
limit to its growth. Your Association, formed under 
this creed and constitution, is as yet a small party, 
and perhaps may as yet have caused no strife; but 
if there are members in your churches who oppose 
this entire movement, then there are two parties at 
once formed in every church, and this Association 
stands out as another sect among the sects. 

Creed-making is necessarily disparaging to the 
Word of God, and nearly all creeds, including your 
new one, make known this disparagement in ex
press terms. Your very first article speaks as follows: 
"We do cordially believe the Holy Scriptures to be 
given by inspiration of God, possessed of supreme 
authority, and the only infallible and sufficient rule 
of faith and practice." This I cordially believe, too, 
because the Scriptures declare it in almost these very 
words; but you do damage to this truth by making 
another rule of faith and practice for your Asso-



dation, while each of you adheres to the separate 
rules of faith and practice adopted by your twelve 
distinct denominations. Here you have among you 
at least thirteen rules, all differing from one anoth
er, and differing no less from the Scriptures. Why 
have a fallible rule of your own making, when God 
has given you one that is infallible? Why have an 
insufficient rule, when you acknowledge that the 
Scriptures are sufficient? With your lips you honor 
the Word of God, but by your works you do it the 
grossest dishonor. You will never get Christians to 
unite, until you inspire them with strong enough 
faith in the Word of God to make them willing to 
unite on that alone. 

I imagine that the cause of your falling into 
these mistakes is not a want of sincerity in your 
avowed purpose, but a want of familiarity with 
Scripture teaching upon this subject. I make this 
remark not to disparage your attainments in the 
Word of God; for it is but natural that men who 
have been hitherto under the necessity of apologiz
ing to the Catholic and the skeptical world for ex
isting divisions, and sometimes, perhaps, defending 
them as innocent, should not be very familiar with 
those passages, which condemn them, and which 
point out a better way. Did it ever occur to you, 
dear sir, that the New Testament itself contains a 
platform for Christian union, formally made out to 
our hand, complete and perfect? I suppose not; as 
you certainly would have searched for it, instead of 
undertaking to construct one yourself. It will give 
me pleasure to direct your attention to this plat-
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form in another letter, and to point out to you its 
perfect adaptation to the object which your Associa
tion professes to have in view. And last you should 
think me presumptuous in such an undertaking, per
mit me to remind you again that the association for 
the union of Christians to which I belong has been in 
existence much longer than yours, and that its mem
bers have devoted especial attention to the investiga
tion of this subject. 

LeHer Ill 
Dear Sir: In my last I suggested the fact that the 
New Testament furnishes a complete scheme for 
the union of Christians and to this scheme I wish to 
call your attention in the present letter. But before 
I do so, permit me to remark that the proceedings 
of your associates, in the organization of their Soci
ety, indicate a very indefinite idea both of the rela
tion which the denominations represented sustain to 
each other now, and of that which they lack in or
der to the right relation. You affirm the existence of 
"spiritual unity," without defining in what that unity 
consists. You also admit, notwithstanding this spiri
tual unity, a sinful state of division, without indicat
ing the points of difference in which lies the sin. You 
seem like a collection of consulting physicians, who 
know nothing of the patient except that he is sick, 
and who proceed to prescribe for him without stop
ping to ascertain the character of his disease. Such 
practice would save the physician some trouble, but 
would not be very wholesome for the patient. 

Now, it seems to me that a physician, in order to 
practice successfully, should first be acquainted with 
all the symptoms which indicate a state of health, and 
then, before he begins to prescribe, should examine 
the patient, to see in what respects his symptoms dif
fer from these. So with the man who undertakes to 
heal the divided state of the churches. Let him first 
inquire in what points a healthy and scriptural state 
of things requires churches to be united; and then 
ascertain in what points the churches in question 
are actually divided. When this preliminary work 
is thoroughly done, the object to be attained is dis
tinctly in view, and the means of attaining it may be 
more readily discovered. 

You have unwittingly performed a part of this 
preliminary work in the preamble to your constitu
tion. You say, "We believe the Holy Scriptures to be 
given by inspiration of God," "We believe in God 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit"; "We do 
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all trust for redemption in the same Savior, and are 
all renewed by thesame Holy Spirit"; "We believe 
in the eternal salvation of all the faithful in Christ 
Jesus"; and "We do all lead substantially the same 
life of obedience, faith, and prayer." Now, here is 
a declaration of your union in at least four essen
tial particulars. You are united, first, in the one God 
and Father of all; second, in the one Lord; third, in 
the one Spirit; fourth, in the one hope. If you are 
truly and scripturally united in these four points of 
unity, you have already fulfilled numerically more 
than half the requirements of the Scriptures in re
spect to union. You feel and acknowledge, however, 
that there is something yet remaining, the want of 
which is sinful, though you seem to have no definite 
idea as to what it is. Will you receive it when I now 
repeat to you the Apostle Paul's testimony upon 
these undiscovered points? He exhorts the breth
ren to "keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace," and then proceeds to point out seven par
ticulars in which this unity must be preserved. He 
says: "There is one body and one spirit, even as you 
are called in one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all" 
(Eph. 4:2-6). Here is the scheme of Christian unity 
to which I have referred above, as being furnished 
in the New Testament. If in these seven points all 
the churches of Christ, so called, were united, their 
union would be in every respect what the Word of 
God demands. The "sin and manifold evils of di
vision" to which your Association testifies, would 
be removed, and the prayer of the Savior for his 
disciples would be answered. On the other hand, if, 
in any one of the seven, Christians remain divided, 
there remain with this division all the evils of strife 
and schism. 

If it be granted that in the four points named 
above your twelve denominations are united, it 
must be admitted that in the other three of the per
fect seven they are divided. They have neither one 
faith nor one baptism, nor one body. Do not these 
three things constitute precisely the points of divi
sion which you deplore? Does not this apostolic 
schedule give you a better diagnosis of the disease 
than you had before your minds when drawing up 
your articles of association? Or is it rather true that 
you knew these things, but ventured not to speak 
of them lest sonic old irritation might spring up to 
mar the harmony of your meeting? Sir, these three 
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things cannot be ignored. You may endeavor to pass 
them by, and persuade yourself that you have effect
ed a union without them, but they will continue to 
stare you in the face, whichever way you turn, and 
with a finger of scorn, like spectres of the imagina
tion, will mock your hollow pretense of Christian 
union. Such a union can only be a truce between 
contending parties, a mere lull in the unexhausted 
storm. These three mountains of difficulty must be 
dug down, these rough places made smooth, before 
the strife and envy of Protestantism will know an 
end. We desire to march bravely up to the issue and 
declare candidly how this can and must be done. 
But before we do so we had better turn back a mo
ment, and see whether this is all that needs to be 
done. 

Thus far we have not called in question the as
sumption that the so-called "Evangelical Christians" 
are really united in four of the seven elements of 
union. Neither do we intend to deny that in three 
of these they are united in a degree quite satisfac
tory. The one hope is so dear to every human heart, 
and comes with so happy an adaptation to every 
sorrowing and sin-stricken soul on earth, that even 
disciples who are divided in everything else feel 
constrained by the very yearnings of their nature to 
stand united in this. The same cannot be said of any 
other one among the golden seven. Even in refer
ence to the one God, while there is union among all 
Protestants, there is a deep gulf of division between 
them and all Catholics. That there is one God, im
plies there is to be only one, that only one object 
of worship is to be recognized. But Catholicism has 
introduced a multiplicity of beings to whom prayers 
are offered, and who share the worship due to God 
alone. Not till all this idolatry is abandoned, till ev
ery saint is dethroned from the place of prayer, and 
every idolatrous image is stripped from the walls 
of churches, can the Catholic and Protestant com
munities be united in the "one God and Father of 
all." But in this respect, and, I may add, in respect 
to the one Spirit, there is no discord among the 
parties who have gone into the "Cincinnati Union 
Association." 

Can the same be said in reference to the one 
Lord? I need scarcely remind one of your position 
and attainments, that the term Lord, here applied 
to Jesus, designates him in his law making capacity. 
He is head and Lord over his church, and rules in 
it as an absolute monarch. He has delegated to no 



one, except his twelve ambassadors to the world, 
the right to prescribe laws in his kingdom, and even 
to them he gave this authority only as they should 
speak by direct inspiration from him. This author
ity, therefore, is supreme, absolute, and exclusive; 
so that it amounts to no less a crime than rebel
lion and usurpation for any man or any angel to 
make a law of faith or practice for any portion of 
his kingdom. To be united in the one Lord, then, 
is to unitedly submit to his authority and his alone; 
to observe the laws of faith and conduct prescribed 
by him, and to reject all others though they should 
be enacted by an angel from heaven. (Col. 1 :8.) In 
this, my dear sir, your associates are far from being 
united. Which one of them is not governed in part 
by laws of human origin, which cannot be found 
in the statute book of our one Lord and Master? 
By every such law you are individually alienated 
from one another, and in mass alienated from the 
one Lord. It is true, and I give you full credit for it, 
you honor him in many things, you depend upon 
his blood for pardon, and doubtless you love him 
much; but notwithstanding all this, and more which 
might be said in your favor, there stands the naked 
and undisguised fact, that you allow other laws 
than his to govern you, other law-makers than Je
sus to rule over you. In the name of the Lord, and 
by the authority of his holy apostle, I demand your 
attention to this fearful fact, and call upon you to 
abandon, for the sake of Christ, and for the sake 
of union, your man-made rules of faith and prac
tice. What will you lose by doing so? You yourself 
and your whole Association have declared, before 
heaven and earth, that the statutes of the King, the 
Holy Scriptures, are the only infallible and suffi
cient rule; then, if you lose all others, you lose only 
what is fallible and insufficient, while the sufficient 
and infallible all remains. In so far as you hold to 
the infallible law of the one Lord, you are now unit
ed; you are divided only by the difference existing 
between your insufficient and fallible rules of faith 
and practice; if, then, you throw away those, you 
throw away nothing but the sinful division which 
you lament, and you find yourself at once, as if by 
the touch of a magician's wand, united in the one 
Lord. I only ask this in conclusion, can you, dare 
you, make the sacrifice here demanded? I leave this 
question with you till I write again. 

Yours for the service on one Lord, 
J. W. McGarvey 

LeHer IV 
Dear Sir: In my third letter, I commenced pointing 
out the particulars in which the churches represent
ed in your "Union Association" are now divided. 
When all these particulars are placed before you in 
clear light, you will see the precise work which lies 
before your Association, and may prosecute it intel
ligibly. I hope that you now see your want of union 
in the "one Lord." When your different books of 
discipline, all enacted by some other authority than 
that of Jesus, are all laid aside, and your parties 
unite in accepting the word of the Lord as your only 
rule of discipline, you will be in this respect united. 

Next in the natural order comes the "one faith." 
It is in reference to this that you appear to the world 
most divided. And certainly, if we look at your vari
ous creeds as the test, this appearance is not unreal. 
You have not two creeds among your twelve de
nominations that are just alike. If, then, these creeds 
are the measures of the faith among you, you have 
no less than twelve faiths instead of one. Here, then, 
is a great work of healing and uniting to be effected 
by your Association. 

The points of difference between your several 
creeds are mostly very minute, and to a looker on 
they appear so insignificant that they are now popu
larly illustrated by the difference between tweedle 
dum and tweedle dee. For division over such things 
the whole of you have been ridiculed by wits and 
scoffed at by Catholics and skeptics, until it is time 
that you were heartily ashamed of it, even if you 
were free, as you are not, from a sense of sin in the 
matter. 

And even the graver points of difference have 
reference not to what the Scriptures say, but to your 
inferences and deductions therefrom. You admit, 
too, that the most important of them is non-essen
tial to Christian fellowship and to final salvation. 
Why, then, do you disgrace yourselves before the 
whole world, and bring down the condemnation of 
heaven upon your heads, by rending into fragments 
the body of Christ for the sake of such things? 
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The way to union on this point is too plain for 
the wayfaring man to err therein. You are divided 
only on the things in which your creeds differ; you 
are united in agreeing that everything plainly de
clared in the Word of God is true. You agree, too, 
that it is necessary, and at the same time all-suffi
cient, for a man to believe the latter, while it is not 
at all necessary for him to believe the former. Cast 
away, then, the creeds which divide you, and unite 
on the Scriptures alone, which you all profess even 
now to believe with all your he~rt. If you are not 
willing to do this, then dismiss all pretense of desir
ing and acknowledge before the world that you love 
party more than you love God; for I assure you that 
the world will give you no credit for sincerity while 
you acknowledge yourselves sinners on account of 
division, and yet refuse to throw away non-essen
tials for the sake of union. 

But all the points of union thus far discussed 
would be insufficient. Though you were united in 
the one God, the one Lord, the one Spirit, the one 
hope, and the one faith; you remain divided in ref
erence to baptism, the disease is still unhealed and 
the contention must still go on. Paul therefore posi
tively requires union on the one baptism. You are 
notoriously divided here, for you have among you 
not less than three baptisms, You have the sprinkling 
of infants, who neither believe nor repent, nor are 
capable of obedience. You then have the sprinkling 
of adults, who believe and repent, and who obey in 
that rite a human tradition. And in the third place, 
you have the immersion of penitent believers, who 
obey a divine commandment. It is impossible that 
these three should constitute one baptism; for they 
differ in every single thing that is necessary to the 
idea of that rite. They differ in the act performed 
by the administrator, in the preparation of the can
didate, in the motive of both candidate and admin
istrator, and in the authority which is respected. If 
baptism is an act of obedience to God, then the in
fant is not baptized, because it does not and cannot 
obey. If the one baptism requires moral preparation 
in the candidate, then the infant is not baptized, for 
it experiences no moral change. If a proper motive 
or object in the candidate is necessary, then the bap
tisms are not one, because in one case there is no 
motive whatever. If the authority respected is an el
ement of the rite, the three are not one, for in one 
case no authority is known, in another the authority 
of man is all that is known, and in the third the au-
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thority of God alone is respected. 
You see, Bishop, that you must unite on one 

baptism; and now, which one of the three will you 
take? If simple unity in one baptism were all that is 
required, then I would say that the majority ought 
to rule. The Baptists, then, would have to succumb; 
and as they agree with you that baptism is a non
essential, they ought not to think this a hardship. It 
is certainly a most shameful thing in them to split 
off from the great mass of their Protestant brethren 
merely for the sake of a non-essential. Come, my 
Baptist brethren, show the world that you are sin
cere in calling baptism a non-essential by abandon
ing your distinctive immersion, and uniting in one 
baptism with your brethren. It is a favorite principle 
with you that the majority should rule; so act upon 
it, and show yourselves consistent. 

Supposing now, that the Baptists shall adopt this 
sensible advice, you have still, dear Bishop, to decide 
between your other two baptisms. Which of these 
will you take? If consistent, you will take the infant 
sprinkling, because if you had your own way every 
child born into this world would be sprinkled in its 
infancy; and as there would be none left to be bap
tized later in life, adult baptism would never more 
be known on earth. You would then be united in one 
baptism; but what a baptism it would be! A baptism 
not appointed by the one Lord, nor known at all in 
your only rule of faith in which you had previously 
united. In adopting it, therefore, you would have 
once more rejected the one Lord for some human 
lawgiver, and the one faith for the traditions of men. 
Thus, you see, how a mistake on one of the seven 
points of unity must involve the whole scheme in 
confusion, as the removal of one stone from an arch 
precipitates the whole structure in ruins. 

Will you now receive the thought which this 
train of reflection shows to be necessary? It is a